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FORTY-FIRST CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION. 
i 
IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 6, 1869. 

The first Monday of December being the day 
prescribed by the Constitution for the annual 
meeting of the Congress of the United States, 
the second session of the Forty-First Congress 
commenced thisday. The Senatorsassembled 
in the Senate Chamber at the Capitol in the 
city of Washington. 

SENATORS PRESENT. 

The following Senators were present: From 
the State of 

Maine—-Hon. Hannibal Hamlin. 

New Hampshire—Hon. Aaron H. Cragin 
and Hon. James W. Patterson. 

Vermont—Hon. George F’. Edmunds and 
Hon. Justin S. Morrill. 

Massachusetts—Hon. 
Hon. Henry Wilson. 

Rhode Island—Hon. Henry B. Anthony. 

Connecticut—Hon. William A. Buckingham 
and Hon. Orris S. Ferry. 

New York—Hon. Roscoe Conkling. 

New Jersey—Hon. Alexander G. Cattell and 
Hon. John P. Stockton. 

Pennsylvania—Hon. Simon Cameron and 
Hon. John Scott. 

Delaware—Hon. Willard Saulsbury. 

Maryland—Hon. George Vickers. 

North Carolina—Hon. Joseph C. Abbott. 

South Carolina—Hon. Thomas J. Robert- 
son and Hon. Frederick A. Sawyer. 

Florida—Hon. Abijah Gilbert and Hon. 
Thomas W. Osborn. 

Alabama—Hon. George EK. Spencer and 
Hon. Willard Warner. 

Louisiana—Hon. John S. Harris and Hon. 
William Pitt Kellogg. 

Arkansas—Hon. Benjamin IF’. Rice. 

Missouri—Hon. Charles D. Drake and Hon. 
Carl Schurz. 

Tennessee—Hon. William G. Brownlow and 
Hon. Joseph S. Fowler. 

Kentucky—Hon. Garrett Davis and Hon. 
Thomas C. McCreery. 

West Virginia—Hon. Arthur I. Boreman 
and Hon. Waitman T. Willey. 


Charles Sumner and 


Ohio—Hon. John Sherman and Hon. Allen | 


G. Thurman. 

indiana—Hon. Daniel D. Pratt and Hon. 
Oliver P. Morton. 
_Llinois—Hon. Lyman Trumbull and Hon. 
Richard Yates. 

Michigan—Hon. Zachariah Chandler and 
Hon, Jacob M. Howard. 
} isconsin—Hon. Matthew H. Carpenter and 
Hon. Timothy O. Howe. 

lowa—Hon. James Harlan. 

Minnesota—Hon. Daniel S. Norton and Hon. 
Alexander Ramsey. 
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Kansas—Hon. Samuel C. Pomeroy and |; 
Hon. Edmund G. Ross. 

California—Hon. Eugene Casserly and Hon. 
Cornelius Cole. 

Nebraska—Hon. John M. Thayer and Hon. 
Thomas W. Tipton. 

Oregon—Hon. Henry W. Corbett 
George H. Williams. 

Nevada—Hon. James W. Nye and Hon. 
William M. Stewart. 

The VICE PRESIDENT (Hon. Scuvyter 
Co.rax, of Indiana) called the Senate to order 
at twelve o’clock m., there being a quorum of 
Senators present. 


and Hon. 


PRAYER. 
tev. J. P. Newman, D. D., Chaplain to the 
Senate for the Forty-First Congress, offered 
the following prayer: 

Great and immortal God, the upholder of 
all things, the author of law, the judge of 
quick and dead, may our morning prayers 
be acceptable in thy sight through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Conscious of our dependence upon 
Thy bounty, mindful of the blessings we enjoy, 
impressed with our obligations to Thee, and 
our responsibilities one to another, wherewith 
shall we come before Thee, and how shall we 
frame our speech, whether to express the grati- 


| tude of our hearts or our admiration for Thy 
| great and holy name? 


May our sins be par- 
doned and our hearts cleansed from all unright- 
eousness ; may we be imbued with the gracious 
influences of Thy holy spirit; may the noblest 


| sentiments be awakened in our minds; may 


our purposes be pure, our decisions firm, our 
sense of duty clear and reliable; and grant 


| that at all times we may actin Thy fear and 
| with due reference to our future. 


May it please Almighty God, the God of our 
fathers, to accept our thanks for His goodness 


| to us as a great people, for the prevalence of 


health, for the diffusion of knowledge, for the 
respect for authority, for the obedience tolaw, 
for the wealth of the many, for the competency 
of all, for the reign of virtue, and for the power 
which Christianity exerts upon our minds and 
upon our lives, 

May it please Almighty God to bless in per- 
son and in life, in reputation and in character, 
in private and in public, him whom the people 
have chosen to be their Chief Magistrate. We 
thank Thee for the calm, and self-reliant, and 
econqmical Administration which honors the 
nation at this time. 

May Thy blessing of wisdom and of grace, 
of clearness of intellect and of purity of heart 
abide upon Thy servant who presides here, 
and upon the Chief Justice and his associates 
who sit in Thy place to dispense justice to the 
people. Grant unto them the simplicity of 
greatness, that wisdom which will enable them 
to distinguish between truth and error, and 
that provity of motiveand of life which belongs 


to those that sit upon the seat of judgment; | 


and do Thou command Thy blessing upon Thy 
servants here assembled. ‘Thou hast been a 
father and a friend unto them in all their 
wanderings over the continent, across the seas, 
in foreign lands, in the quiet of their peaceful 
homes. Hither Theu hast brought them to the 
post of-duty. Oh, grant unto them those broad 
views of legislation and that profound research 
essential to the discharge of their dutie 
rising above the intrigue of the partisan, may 
they be statesmen with views that shall be 
equal to the emergencies of the hour and with 
a forethought which slrall anticipate the future. 
May it please God Almighty to preserve the 
lives and the health and the reputation and the 
characters of these Senators, that they may be 
worthy of the great nation they represent and 
worthy of the God of our fathers. 

But Almighty Father, in whose hands are 
the keys of death and hell, we dey the 
absence of one unto whom Thou hadst granted 
much wisdom and upon whom the people had 
conferred much honor. Thou hast changed 
his countenance and sent him away. ‘The lips 
wise in council and eloquent in utterance 
Thou hast sealed in death, and the place which 
knew him here will know him no more forever. 
May his brother Senators grow wise by this 
dispensation of Thy providence, and may hi 
absence, unbroken by his return, be a per- 
petual reminder of their mortality; and, con- 
scious of this, may they act for the future. 

And now command thy benediction upon 
every department of the Government, upon 
both branches of Congress, upon our Army, 
and upon our Navy, and upon all our people ; 
and in the future may we enjoy Thy guidance: 
in the future may we possess humility and 
meekness and gentleness and whatever 
ennoble our national character, whatever shall 
make us a power in the earth to elevate the 
race and to bring in that golden hour when a 
knowledge of Thy truth shall overspread the 
earth. And then unto the Father and to the 
Son and to the Holy Spirit we will rendé 


I 
Aw b. 


ascriptions of everlasting praise. 


and 


deplore 


shall 


CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented the credentials of 
Hon. Lor M. Morriiu. appointed by the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Maine a Senator from 
that State to fill unfil the next session of the 
Legislature the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of Hon. William Pitt Fessenden. 

The credentials were read; and the oaths 
prescribed by law having been administered 
to Mr. Morritt, he took his seat in t 
Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Cha 
before the Senate a communication from the 
Secretary of State. transmitting a communica 
tion from the Governor of the State of Vir 
ginia, inclosing credentials of two 
elected by the General Assembly of that State. 
The papers will be read. 


pPenavlors 
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The Secretary read the communication ofthe 


Secretary of State, as follows: 
DEPARTMENT OF STATR, 
W aSHINGTON, November 3, 1369. 
=trn: The incloeed letter of bis Excellency Gilbert 
Walker, Governor of the State of Virginia, dated 


October 26, 1869, addressed to the honorable the 
resident of the Senate of the United States, and 
inclosing certificates of the election of two Senators 
{ the United States from that State, has been, 


(hrough mistake it is presumed, delivered to and 

opened by the President of the United States, who 

is referred the same to this Department. In accord- 

© with its address, Lhave the honor to transmit 
rewith the letter and its inclosures to you. 


1 
HAMILTON FISH. 


Hon. Scuuyiter Cotrax, Vice President, &c. 
(he eredentials of the election of John F. 
lewis for the long term and John W, John- 


ton for the short term, to fill vfeancies in the 
representation of Virginia in the Senate of the 
United States, were read. 
Me. HOWARD. I move that the creden- 
its be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
yet there are no committees. 

None have been appointed at this session. 
Mr. SUMNER. I suggest to my friend from 
Michigan that for the present the credentials lie 
on the table until the committees are formed. 


Very well. 


Lhe 


atate that as 


Mr. HOWARD. 
they lie on the table. 
‘The motion was agreed to. 
RESIGNATION OF MR. GRIMES. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
sents to the Senate the resignation of JAMES 


W. Grimes, Senator from the State of lowa, | 


to take effect this day, which will be read by 
the Secretary. 
The Secretary read as follows: 
Paris, August 11, 1869. 


Sin: 1 beg leave to herewith notify you of my 
resignation as a Senator of the United States from 


the State of Lowa, totake effect on Monday, the 6th | 


day of December next. 
JAMES W. GRIMES. 
Tothe Presipent of the Senate of the United States. 
‘The resignation was ordered to lie on the 
table. 
NOTIFICATION TO TIIK HOUSE. 
On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, it was 
Ordered, That the Seeretary inform the House of 
Representatives that a quorum of the Senate has 
assembled, and that the Senate is ready to proceed 
to business, 


NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 
On motion of Mr. WILSON, it was 


Resolved, That a committee, consisting of two | 


members, be appointed, to join such committee as 
may be appointed by the House of Representatives, 
to wait upon the President of the United Statesand 
inferm him thata quorum of each House has assem- 
bled and that Congress is ready to receive any com- 
inunication he may be pleased to make. 


By unanimous consent the Vice President | 


was authorized to ogo the committee, and 
Messrs. WiLson and ‘l'HURMAN were appointed. 


HOUR OF MEETING, 


- On motion of Mr. WILSON, it was 


_ Ordered, That the hour of the daily meeting of the 
Senate be twelve o’clock m,. until otherwise ordered. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. CAMERON, Ihave been requested to 
present a petition from citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania, Who pray the Congress of the United 
States to accord to the infant republic of Cuba 
the rights of a belligerent Power, and to recog- 
nize her independence. ‘Phis paper is signed 
by a very large number of persons, a few of 
whose names | will mention, as they are among 
the most respectable people of Philadelphia 
and Pennsylvania: John Price Wetherill, Johu 
Hickman, James H. Campbell, Charles S. 
Ogden, Edward Penington, jr., Robert R. 
Corson, Thomas T. Tasker, Henry G. Morris, 
Joseph W. Bullock, George Morrison Coates, 
and Andrew M. Eastwick. There are alto- 
gether thirty thousand signatures to this _peti- 
tion, I will only say now that I heartily agree 
with the wishes of these distinguished and 
respectable citizens. I hope to see Cuba very 
soen enjoy the rights which belong to an inde- 


I move that | 


The Chair pre- || 





pendent Power. 
largely, there being thirty thousand names ap- 
pended to it, that I can do no more than send 
it to the Chair. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let it lie on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
committees as yet, the petition will lie on the 
table. 


Ann Holmes Allen, widow of Samuel Allen, a 
soldier of the revolutionary wary praying for 
arrears of pension; which was or 
on the table. 

He also presented the petition of citizens of 
Ohio, praying for an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States recognizing Al- 


| mighty God as the source of all authority and 
| power in civil government and the Lord Jesus 


Christ as the ruler among the nations; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Ile also presented the petition of Clark Hall, 
of Ohio, a soldier of the war of 1812, praying 
for a pension; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr, President, I hold in 
my hand a memorial of Mrs. Mary Perkins 
Linton, of theState of Louisiana. She alleges 
that she is and always has been loyal to the 
Government; that in the years 1862 and 1863 
a large amount of her property was taken by 
the Government of the United States through 
its Army and appropriated to the use of the 
Government, for which she asks compensation. 
There is also accompanying the memorial cer- 


| tain evidence, together with a schedule of the 


ae taken. Iask that the memorial may 
ie on the table until the appropriate commit- 


| tee shall be appointed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
the table for the present. 
Mr. RAMSEY presented the petition of 


It will lie on 


| Catharina Weber, widow of Sylvester Dreyer, 


praying that a pension granted to her under 
special act of Congress while a widow may be 


| transferred to her minor children; which was 
| ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. KELLOGG presented the petition of T. 
A. Washington, of San Antonio, Texas, pray- 
ing the removal of his political disabilities ; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

The VICK PRESIDENT presented the peti- 
tion of chiefs and headmen of the Sacs and 
l‘oxes and Lowa tribes of Indians at the Ne- 
maha agency, Nebraska, praying that the 
treaty of February, 1869, by which their lands 
were ceded to certain railroad companies, may 
not be ratified; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

He also presented the petition of Marcus 
Bernhard, praying that the Prussian Govern- 
ment be requested to return a fine of fifty 
thalers imposed upon him ; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE HOUSE, 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Ep>wanp McPuerson, 


| its Clerk, as follows: 


Mr. President, I have been directed to in- 


| form the Senate that a quorum of the House 


of Representatives has assembled, and that 
the House is now ready to proceed to business. 

The House has passed a resolution directing 
the appointment of a committee on the part of 
the House, to join such committee as may be 
appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait 


| on the President of the United States and in- 


form him that a quorum of the two Houses has 
assembled, and that Congress is ready to re- 
ceive any communication he may be pleased to 
make, and has appointed Mr. R. C. Scuenck 
of Ohio, Mr. H. p. Dawes of Massachusetts, 
and Mr. George W. Woopwarp of Pennsy)- 
vania, the committee on the part of the House. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DRAKE. I ask leave to introduce a 
bill without having given notice. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 274) further to de- 


This petition is signed so | 
} - 


There being no | 
Mr. SHERMAN presented the petition of | 


ered to lie | 
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fine and regulate the jurisdiction and po» Al 

of the courts of the Jnited States. roads 
Mr. DRAKE. Asthe tilisshort I ask ; A | 

it may be read through. tion | 
The Secretary read as follows ; A 


A bill further to define and regulate the } t 
and powers of the courts of the United + 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of /: Mr 

tives of the United States of America in Coy >», 
sembled, That no court created by an act of Co, 
or judge thereof, shall have power in any case +, NO 
judge or hold any act or joint resolution of Co, 
myalid, in whole or in part, for any suppose : 
naney between such act or joint resolution gy) " 

Constitution of the United States, or for any sup} Mi 

want of authority in said Constitution for t} ill x 

nor shall the appellate jurisdiction of the rl 

Court of the United States be construed to any), 

that court in any case now pending or Be 

brought before it to affirm any order, jude; f th 

decree of any inferior United States court. o) p 

State court, which shall appear to have hee pl 

upon any such adjudging or holding; but ey; SK 

order, judgment, or decree shall tor that es 

reversed, vacated, and annulled; nor shall ») Vi 

tice of said Supreme Court, in furtherane 

exercise of such appellate jurisdiction, mak { 

| order or authorize or issue any writ or process oy + the 1 

any proceeding based upon any such adjudei, ' 

holding by him or by the said Supreme Cow -™ 


Mr. DRAKE. The bill having now had 
first reading, I ask that it be read a se 


| time. that 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be, Mes 
| objection it will be read a second time, TT 
The bill was read the second time by its tit!o. tabl 
Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, this bill is ¢), eg 


result of protracted investigation on my par: \ 
of a grave constitutional question ; and | d. 


‘On 
sire, before the bill goes to any committee, ¢) No, 
have the opportunity of addressing the Senay, the 
in support of the bill, and laying before by i 
Senate the results of my investigations on this be | 
subject. I therefore, if there be no objec: \ 
on the part of the Senate, would ask that th sen 
bill be laid on the table and printed, and }» 982 
made the special order for Monday next at ; cou 
o’clock. Cay 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no sort of whi 
jection to its being laid on the table to | 


printed, but certainly I shall object to is \ 


being made a special order for the action 


the Senate until it has received the consid No 
ation of some one of its committees. Ii | cer 
| Senator from Missouri wishes to address | res 
Senate upon it certainly there will be 
| objection to that ; but I do not think it should at 
| be made a special order at this stage of the | 
| session. / 
Mr. DRAKE. I supposed that this was the abi 

| very stage of the session at which making - 
| the bill a special order would interfere with on 
nothing. Ch 
Mr. TRUMBULL. What is the Senator's PI 
object in having it made a special order? Does St 
he expect to get action on the Dill at that co 


time? 

Mr. DRAKE. Not at all, sir. I merely 
desire the opportunity of addressing the Senate at 
in support of the bill before its reference to a 
committee. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. To that I apprehend , 
there will be no member of the Senate who 
will object whenever it will suit the Senator 
from. Missouri to address the Senate; but ! 
hope his bill will not be made a special order. 

Mr. DRAKE. Then I ask that the further | 
| consideration of the bill be postponed to Mou- 

day next at one o’clock. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
ordered to be printed, and if there be no objec: I 
tion it will be so postponed. The Chair hears 
no objection to that course. 





Mr. WILLIAMS asked, and by unanimous 





consent obtained, leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing bills and joint resolution ; which were . 
severally read twice by their titles, and ordered ! 
| to lie on the table, and be printed : 


A bill (S. No. 275) granting lands to aid in ( 
the construction of a railroad and telegraph 

| line from Columbia river to Great Salt Lak ; t 
| <A bill (S. No. 276) to vacate and sell the 

| Umatilla reservation in the State of Oregon ; 

| A bill (S. No. 277) to establish a collection ' 
‘ district in the State of Oregon ; 





1869. 


ber (. 


d ' 4 bill (S. No. 278) to establish certain post 

ads in the State of Oregon ; 

Tas ‘A bill (S. No. 279) to regulate the immigra- 

a » of Chinese into the United States; and 

"4 joint resolution (S. R. No. 65) to extend 
‘ho port of entry of the collection district of 

(re , yn. 

\ir. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous 

paar nsent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 

-,. 280) in relation to the appellate jurisdiction 

Supreme Court of the United States in 

ortain cases; Which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should like to have the 
tl Lill read for information. Itis very brief. 

(he Secretary read the bill, as follows: 

I De it ¢ nacted, &c., That all appellate jurisdiction 
lg rthe Supreme Court of the United States in causes 
» proceedings commenced by the writ of habeas 
pus is hereby repealed and abolished. 
ceo. 2, And be it further enacted, Vhat this act shall 

effect from and after its passage. 


Maa Mr. SUMNER. 


if 4 f the 
I ol tu 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


! 
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! 


bill (S. No. 285) fur the removal of political || 


disabilities; which was read twice by its title, | 
. . j 

and ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
Mr. CRAGIN asked, and by unanimous 


No. 286) to provide for the execution of the 
law against the crime of polygamy in the Ter- 
ritory of Utah, and for other purposes; which | 
was read twice by its title, and ordered to lie | 
on the table and be printed. 
Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous | 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 


(S. No. 287) to remove political disabilities || 


from certain persons; which was read twice | 
by its title, and ordered to lie on the tableand | 
be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 288) 


| authorizing the establishment of ocean mail 


: I give notice that as soon 
mak as the committees are constituted I shall move | 
essort ‘he reference of that bill to the Committee on | 


the Judiciary, in the hope that it may be re- 


action. ‘Chere are interests in question which 

are well known to the Senate and the country 

that may be seriously affected by that bill. 
Meanwhile I ask that it be printed. 

* fhe VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie on the 


7 tts ttl table, and be ordered to be printed if there be 


ported promptly to the Senate for immediate | 





ill is th no objection. 
id part Mr. MORTON asked, and by unanimous 
ind T de consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
tea. + be : : . > 
uittee, No. 281) to provide for the reconstruction of 
» Son: : ; ‘ ‘ 
ee the State of Georgia; which was read twice 
ae § by its title, and ordered to lie on the table and 
a be printed. 
Prep Mr. ABBOTT asked, and by unanimous con- 
that | sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
_— 282) respecting the jurisdiction of the district | 
ne court of the United States for the district of | 
a Cape Fear, in the district of North Carolina ; 
+ 01 which was read twice by its title, and ordered 
a to lie on the table and be printed. 
ae Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
On consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
is 7 : No, 283) to remove political disabilities of 
certain persons therein named; which was 
i read twice by its title. 
me ne Mr. SPENCER. I ask that the bill be read 
mW at length, as it is a short one. 
pe {he Secretary read as follows: 

’ Le it enaeted, &e., That all legal and political dis- 
was the abilities imposed by the fourteenth amendment of 
maki! the Constitution of the United States by reason of 
oe. we - participation in the rebellion be, and they hereby 
are Wit are, removed from the following persons, namely: 

Charles C, Crowe, of Perry county, and Alexander 
snator’s McKinstry, of Mobile county, State of Alabama; and 
1 Philemore B. Hawkins, of Franklin county, in the | 
£ Does State of North Carolina; and C.R. Mobley, of Lampa 
at that county, State of Florida, 

Mr. SPENCER. I ask the unanimous con- | 
merely sent of the Senate for the immediate consider- 
Senate ation of this bill. 


The VICE 


objection ? 


ce to a PRESIDENT. Is there any 


rehend Mr. TRUMBULI.. I shall be compelled to 
ite who object. 
senator lhe VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
- but | made, the bill willlie onthe table and be printed. | 
order. Mr. WARNER asked, and by unanimous 
further consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
o Mon- No. 284) for the removal of political disabili- 
ties of citizens of Alabama; which was read 
will be twice by its title. 
objec: Mr. WARNER. As the bill is a short one 
: hears Task that it be read at length. 


he Secretary read as follows: 


iimous Be it enacted, &c., That all political disabilities 


he fol imposed by the third section of the fourteenth arti- 

h were - of amendment to the Constitution of the United 

a Wel States or by law of Congress for reason of participa- 

rdered ‘oh In rebellion against the Government of the 
United States are hereby removed from all persons 

aid in who Were citizens of the State of Alabama on the Ist 

sounder day of December, 1869, 

crapno , . . . 

ial : ; Mr. WARNER. _ I move that the bill lie on 

we ; the table and be printed. 

a th (he motion was agreed to. 

won: . 

tla Mr. WARNER also asked, and by unani- 


mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 


| lution will be regarded as reconsidered 


| table and be 
Mr. STEWART asked, and by unanimous | 


steamship service between the United States, 
Mexico, and Central America; which was read 
twice by its title, and ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


. . . . | 
289) to abolish coinage charges in the United | 


States Mint and its branches; which was read 
twice by its title, and ordered to lie on the 
rinted. 


consent obtained, leave to introduce & joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 66) for the relief of per- 
sons engaged in the late rebellion ; which was 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. STEWART. As this joint resolution 
is a short one I ask that it be read in full. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as fol- 
lows: 


Resolved, &c., That upon the ratification by the 
Legislatures of three fourths of the States of article 
fifteen of the Constitution of the United States, pro- 
posed by the Fortieth Congress, all disabilities im- 
posed by the United States in consequence of par- 
ticipation in the late rebellion shall cease, and no 
person shall after such ratification be deprived of 
any civil or political right on account of participation 
in such rebellion. 

Mr.STEWART. Imove that the joint reso- 


lution lie on the table for the present and be 


| printed. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 


| resolution (S. R. No. 67) for the disposal of 


the public lands in the State of Louisiana; 
which was read twice by its title, and ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed. 

RIGHTS OF PERSONS. 


Mr. STEWART submitted the following | 


resolution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
requested to inquire if any States are denying to 
any class of persons within their jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the law, in violation of treaty 
obligations with foreign nations and of section one 
of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution; 
and if so, what legislation is necessary to enforce 
such treaty obligations and such amendment, and to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. SUMNER. I suggest that the reso- 
lution just passed should lie on the table until 
the committees are constituted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
objection the vote on the passage of the reso- 
, and 
the resolution will lie on the table. 

Mr. STEWART. Until the committees are 
formed ? 

Mr. SUMNER. Yes, certainly. 

BRITISH NORTUWEST TERRITORY. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I offer the following reso- 
lution, and ask for its present consideration, as 
| presume there will be no objection to it : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
is hereby requested, if in his judgment consistent 
with the public interests, to communicate to the 
Senate such information as may be in the possession 
of the Government relating to the presence of Hon. 

Villiam MacDougall, of Pembina, in Dakota 
Territory, and the opposition by the inhabitants of 
Selkirk settlement to his assumption of the office of 
Governor of the northwest territory, lately said 
to be transferred_by the Hudson Bay Company to 
the Dominion of Canada. 


|| lie on the table. 
| consideration it must go over until to-morrow, 











If there be no | 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, before mak- 
ing the motion I propose to make in regard to 
that resolution, I would observe that it relates 
to a question to which the President may pos- 
sibly refer in his message. I know not, of 
course, that he will; but it certainly may come 


| within the topics of the message; and under 


those circumstances I think it not advisable 
for the Senate to come to any conclusion to 
day. I would therefore move that for the 
present it lie on the table. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw that motion. I can see no reason 
why objection should be made to this resolu 
tion any more than to others which have 
already been adopted. It may bring out ad- 
ditional information to that contained in the 
message. I presume, however, one objection 
under our rules carries the resolution over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Massachusetts moves that the resolution 
If he simply objects to its 


when it will come up in the morning hour in 
its regular order. 

Mr. SUMNER. I object, then. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 


| will lie over. 


LANDS FOR NAVAL PURPOSES. 


Mr. KELLOGG submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unani 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re 
quested to report to the Senate what amount of land, 


| if any, is claimed, held, or oceupied by the Navy De- 


a for naval or other purposes in the State of 
jouisiana, 
STATE 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


OF GEORGIA. 
I move to take up Senate 


| bill No. 3, not with a view to its consideration 


to-day, but with a view to fixing some time for 
its consideration hereafter. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont moves that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the bill (S. No. 3) to 
enforce the fourteenth amendment of the Con- 


| stitution and laws of the United States in tfe 


State of Georgia, and to restore to that State 
the republican government elected under its 
new constitution. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I nowmove that the bill 
be postponed until Wednesday next at one 
o'clock, and made the special order at that 
time. It is a bill relating to the State of 
Georgia, and one which we ought to act upon 
one way or the other. We ought either to re- 


' ceive her Senators or we ought to decide what 


further, if anything, she is to do. I hope, 
therefore, there will be no objection to making 
the bill the order for that time, that the subject 
may be considered and disposed of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont moves that the further consid- 
eration of this bill be postponed until Wednes- 
day.at one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORTON. I submit the following reso- 
lution, and ask the action ofthe Senate upon it : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate the 
reports of the military commander of the district of 
which Georgia is a part in regard to the civil and 


political condition of the State of Georgia, if in his 
opinion not incompatible with the public interest. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I have 
no objection to this resolution or to the resolu- 
tions that are being adopted, but I wish to 
suggest to the Senate that we have not yet 
received the message of the President of the 
United States, nor have we received the reports 
from any of the heads of Departments. A 
committee has gone from this body to wait on 
the President and ascertain whether he has any 
communication tomake. It is altogether prob 
able that we may find in the message ot the 
President, or accompanying that message, the 
very informatioa that is sought for by these 


| resolutions: and it seems to me it would be 


more respectful to the ixecnutive, and more in 
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accordance with the proper mode of doing 
business, to wait until we receive the annual 
message of the President before making these 
calls upon him for information which very 
likely he will communicate to us as soon as he 
has an opportunity of communicating with us. 
I suggest that this resolution lie upon the table 
until we hear from the President. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If its present 
consideration is objected to by the Senator 
from Jilinois the resolution will go over until 
to-morrow 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I prefer that the mover 
of it should not press it. 

Mr. MORTON. The Senatorfrom Vermont 
has giten notice that on Wednesday he will 
ask the Senate to proceed tothe consideration 
of the Georgia bill. The information supposed 
to be contained in these reports will be very 
important to the Senate in the consideration of 
the Georgiabill. Itisofacharacter that is not 


likely to come to us in the message of the Pres- | 


ident or the documents which he may submit 
accompanying the message. It is the details 
contained in these reports that I think itis im- 
portant for the Senate to have ; and I can see 


no disrespect, nor can I see any hurry, in calling | 


forthe information now. We cannot expect the 
message to contain the details embraced in 
these reports. 1 think, in view of the speedy 
consideration of the Georgia question, we ought 
to have all the information i 
gard to the actual condition of the State of 
Georgia. 
formation it will be so stated 
the resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose we shall prob- 
ably have the message to-day, and this resolu- 
tion can be laid aside until we get the message. 


in the answer to 


we can get in re- | 


If the message does contain the in- | 


If the Senator presses his resolution, and thinks | 
there is importance in it, I wiil not interpose a 


single objection. 
me to be the more appropriate course of action. 


Mr. MORTON, 


I have stated what seeined to | 


il 


sion of the Senate for the Forty-First Con- 
gress, on the 10th day of April last. That 
business is a resolution offered by the Senator 
from Indiana [Mr. Morton] in regard to the 
compensation of certain Senators, which was 
pending at the adjournment sine die of the 
legislative session of the Senate at the first 
session of the Forty-First Congress. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Before acting on that, 
as the Senate is hardly in a frame of mind to 
proceed with any business at this moment, I 
move that the Senate take a recess for half an 
hour to await the return of the committee 
which has gone to wait on the President. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


The recess having expired, the Senate re- 
sumed its session at one o’clock and thirty- 


| five minutes p. m. 


Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the com- 
mittee appointed to wait upon the President of 
the United States and inform him that the two 


| Houses had assembled and were ready to re- 
| ceive any communication he might be pleased to | 


make, have attended to that duty, and the Pres- 
ident informed the committee that he would 


forthwith send in a communication in writing. || third clause of the fourteenth ehinaieies 
« . 4 2 2 ) 


At one o’clock and forty-two minutes p. m. 


the President's Secretary, Mr. Horace Por- 
| TER, appeared below the bar, and said: 


Mr. President, I am directed by the Presi- || 


dent of the United States to deliver to the 
Senate a message in writing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair lays 
before the Senate the annual message of the 
President of the United States. 

The Secretary of the Senate, Hon. GeorGe 


| C. GoruaM, read the message, as follows: 


1 am willing that the matter | 


shall pass over until the President’s message | 


gomes in. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


If there be no 


objection the resolution will be passed over || 


informally. 
REPORTS, ETC, 
The VICK PRESIDENT 


laid before the 


of Claims, communicating a statement of the | 
judgments rendered in the Court of Claims for | 


the year ending December 6, 1869; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


He also laid before the Senate the annual | 


report of the Congressional Printer, showing 


|| speaking one language ; 


the condition of the public printing, binding, | 


&c.; which was ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter of 
the Comptroller of the Currency, communi- 


cating his seventh annual report; which was | 


ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter of 
the Attorney General, communicating a list 
of persons employed by him to assist district 
attorneys in the discharge of their duties, and 
the amount of compensation paid to each ; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a letter of the Governor 
ot Vermont, transmitting to the Senate of the 
United States an act of the General Assembly 
of that State entitled ‘‘An act providing for 
the ceding of the Antietam and Gettysburg 
cemeteries to the United States ;’’ which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a letter of the Governor 
of Ohio, transmitting to the Senate an act of 
the General Assembly of Ohio entitled ‘An 
act providing for the ceding of the Antietam 
and Gettysburg cemeteries ;"’ 
dered to lie on the table. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The regular 
order is the consideration of the business 
pending at the adjournment of the first ses- 





which was or- | 


To the Senate and 
House of Representatives : 

In coming before you for the first time as 
Chief Magistrate of this great nation, it is with 
gratitude to the Giver of all good for the many 
benefits we enjoy. We are blessed with peace 
at home, and are without entangling alliances 
abroad to forebode trouble; with a territory 
unsurpassed in fertility, of an area equal to 
the abundant support of five hundred million 
people, and abounding in every variety of 


| usetul mineral in quantity sufficient to supply 


Senate a letter of the chief clerk of the Court |! the world for generations; with exuberant 


crops; with a variety of climate adapted to 
the production of every species of earth’s 
riches, and suited to the habits, tastes, and 
requirements of every living thing; with a 
population of forty million free people, all 
with facilities for 
every mortal to acquire an education; with 
institutions elosing to none the avenues to 


| fame or any blessing of fortune that may be 


coveted; with freedom of the pulpit, the press, 
and the school; with a revenue flowing into 
the national Treasury beyond the require- 
ments of the Government. Happily harmony 


| is being rapidly restored within our own bor- 


| ders. 





Manufactures hitherto unknown in our 
country are springing up in all sections, pro- 
ducing a degree of national independence un- 
equaled by that of any other Power. 

These blessings and countless others are 
intrusted to your care and mine for safe- 


| keeping for the brief period of our tenure of 


office. In a short time we must each of us 
return to the ranks of the people, who have 
conferred upon us our honors, and account to 
them for our stewardship. I earnestly desire 
that neither you nor I may be condemned by 
a free and enlightened constituency nor by 
our own consciences. 

Emerging from a rebellion of gigantic mag- 
nitude, aided as it was by the sympathies and 
assistance of nations with which we were at 
peace, eleven States of the Union were four 
years ago left without legal State governments. 
A national debt had been contracted ; Amer- 
ican commerce was almost driven from the 
seas ; the industry of one half of the country 
had been taken from the control of the capital- 








| ernment, are more than ample. 


| rebellion which has 


December 6, 


ist and placed where all labor rightfully ) 
longs, in the keeping of the laborer, The work 
of restoring State governments loyal to the 
Union, of protecting and fostering free ty 
and providing means for paying the inte; 
the public debt has received ample attentio, 
from Congress. Although your efforts lore 
not met with the success in all particulars {| ~ 
might have been desired, yet on the whole they 
have been more successful than could he 
been reasonably anticipated. 

Seven States which passed ordinances o¢ 
secession have been fully restored to the, 
laces in the Union. The eighth, Georois 
held an election at which she ratified her , 


labe r, 


rest On 


ave 


rhe 
fla, 


-On- 


| stitution, republican in form, elected a (oy. 
| ernor, members of Congress, a State Legic|s. 
gisla 


ture, and all other officers required.  ‘{), 
Governor was duly installed, and the Legig|q. 
ture met and performed all the acts they po. 

uired of them by the reconstruction acts of 

Jongress. Subsequently, however, in violy 
tion of the constitution which thev had just 
ratified, as since decided by the supreme cour; 
of the State, they unseated the colored mey. 
bers of the Legislature and admitted to seats 
some members who are disqualified by the 


the Constitution; an article which they them 


selves had contributed to ratify. Under these 


circumstances [ would submit to you whether 
it would not be wise without delay to enact , 
law authorizing the Governor of Georgia to 
convene the members originally elected to the 
Legislature, requiring each member to take 


the oath prescribed by the reconstruction acis, 


'and none to be admitted who are ineligible 


under the third clause of the fourteenth amend 
ment. 

The freedmen, under the protection which 
they have received, are making rapid progress 
in learning, and no complaints are heard o! 
lack of industry on their part where they r 
ceive fair remuneration for their labor. The 
means provided for paying the interest on the 
public debt, with all other expenses of Gov 
The loss of 
our commerce is the only result of the late 
not received sufficient 
attention from you. To this subject I call your 
earnest attention. I will not now suggest plans 
by which this object may be effected, but will, 
if necessary, make it the subject of a special 


| message during the session of Congress. 


At the March term Congress, by joint resolu 


| tion, authorized the [Executive to order elec 


tions in the States of Virginia, Mississippi, and 
Texas, to submit to them the constitutions 


| which each had previously in convention 


framed, and submit the constitutions, either 
entire or in separate parts, to be voted upon at 
the discretion of the Executive. Under this 
authority elections were called. 

In Virginia the election took place on the 
6th of July, 1869; the Governor and Liew 
tenant Governor elected have been installed ; 
the Legislature met, and did all required by 
this resolution and by all the reconstruction 


| acts of Congress, and abstained from all dou) 


ful authority. 1 recommend that her Senators 
and Representatives be promptly admitted to 
their seats, and that the State be fully restored 
to its place in the family of States. [lections 
were called in Mississippi and Texas, to com 
mence on the 30th of November, 1869, and to 
last two days in Mississippi and four days 1 
Texas. ‘The elections have taken place, but 
the result is not known. It is to be hoped 
that the acts of the Legislatures of these States 
when they meet will be suchas to receive your 
approval and thus close the work of recon 
struction. : 
Among the evils growing out of the rebel 
lion and not yet referred to is that of an irre: 
deemable currency. Itisan evil which | hope 
will receive your most earnest attention. © 
is a duty and one of the highest duties ot 
Government to secure to the citizen a medium 
of exchange of fixed, unvarying value. his 
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mplies return to a specie basis, and no sub- 
inte for it can be devised. It should be 
sommenced now and reached ai the earliest 
nracticable moment consistent with a fair re- 
“ard to the interests of the debtor class. Im- 
- ediate resumption if practicable would not 
se desirable. It would compel the debtor class 
-» pay beyond their contracts the premium on 
‘old at the date of their purchase, and would 
ring bankruptey and ruin to thousands. I lue- 
‘ations, however, in the paper value of the 
measure of all values, gold, is detrimental to 
che interests of trade. It makes the man of 
hysiness an involuntary gambler, for in all 
sales where future payment isto be made both 
parties speculate as to what will be the value 
sf the currency to be paid and received. I || 
earnestly recommend to you, then, such legis- 
lation as will insure a gradual return to specie 
payments and put an immediate stop to fluc- | 
:yations in the value of currency. 

fhe methods to secure the former of these 
results are a8 numerous as are the speculators | 
on political economy. ‘To secure the latter I 
see but one way, and that is to authorize the | 
l'reasury to redeem its own paper at a fixed 
price whenever presented, and to withhold | 
{rom circulation all currency so redeemed until | 
sold again for gold. 

[he vast resources of the nation, both devel- 
oped and undeveloped, ought to make our 
credit the best on earth. With a less burden 
of taxation than the citizen has endured for 
six years past the entire public debt could be | 
paid in ten years. But it is not desirable that 
the people should be taxed to pay it in that 
time. Year by yearthe ability to pay increases 
in arapid ratio. But the burden of interest 
ought to be reduced as rapidly as can be done | 
without the violation of contract. The public 
debt is represented in great part by bonds | 
having from five to twenty, aud from ten to | 
forty years to run, bearing interest at the rate | 
of six per cent. and five per cent. respectively. 
It is optional with the Government to pay these 
bonds at any period after the expiration of the 
least time mentioned upon their face. The 
time has already expired when a great part of 
them may be taken up, and is rapidly approach- 
ing when all may be. 

lt is believed that all which are now due may 
be replaced by bonds bearing a rate of interest 
not exceeding four and one half per cent., and | 
as rapidly as the remainder become due that 
they may be replaced in the same way. ‘To || 
accomplish this it may be necessary to author- 
ize the interest to be paid at either of three or || 
four of the money centers of Europe, or by any | 
Assistant Treasurer of the United States, at the 
option of the holder of the bond. I suggest | 
this subject for the consideration of Congress, 
and also simultaneously with this the propri- 
ety of redeeming our currency, as before sug 
gested, at its market value at the time the law 
goes into effect, increasing the rate at which 
currency will be bought and sold from day to 
day or week to week at the same rate of inter- 
est as Government pays upon its bonds. 

The subject of tariff and internal taxation 
will necessarily receive your attention. The 
revenues of the country are greater than the 
requirements, and may with safety be reduced. 
But as the funding of the debt in a four or a | 
four and a half per cent. loan would reduce 
annual current expenses largely, thus after 
funding justifying a greater reduction of taxa- 
tion than would be now expedient, I suggest 
postponement of this question until the next 
meeting of Congress. 

It may be advisable to modify taxation and 
tariff in instances where unjust or burdensome 
discriminations are made by the present laws; 
but a general revision of the laws regulating 
this subject I recommend the postponement 
of forthe present. I also suggest the renewal 
of the tax on incomes, but at a reduced rate, 
Say of three per cent., and this tax to expire 
in three years. ; | 

With the funding of the national debt as || 





| ible under the Government. 


here suggested I feel safe in saying that taxes 
and the revenue from imports may be reduced 
safely from sixty to eighty millions per annum 
at once, and may be still further reduced from 
year to year as the resources of the country 
are developed. 

The report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
shows the receipts of the Government for the 
fiseal year ending June 30, 1869, to be $370,- 
945,747, and the expenditures, including in- 
terest, bounties, &c., to be $321,490,597. The 
estimates for the ensuing year are more favor- 
able to the Government, and will no doubt 
show a much larger decrease of the public 
debt. 

The receipts in the Treasury beyond ex- 


penditures have exceeded the amount neces- | 


sary to place to the credit of the sinking fund, 
as provided by law. To lock up the surplus in 


the Treasury and withhold it from circulation 


would lead to such a contraction of the cur- 
rency as to cripple trade and seriously affect 
the prosperity of the country. Under these 
circumstances the Secretary of the Treasury 


and myself heartily concurred in the propriety | 


ury in the purchase of Government bonds, thus 
reducing the interest-bearing indebtedness of 
the country, and of submitting to Congressthe 
question of the disposition to be made of the 
bonds so purchased. ‘The bonds now held by 


| the Treasury amount to about seventy-five mil- 


| of using all the surplus currency in the T'reas- | 
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they believe to be oppressive or to independ- 
ent nations at war with each other. 

The United States have no disposition to in- 
terfere with the existing relations of Spain to 
her colonial possessions on this continent. 
They believe that in due time Spain and other 
European Powers will find their interestin term- 
inating those relations and establishing their 
present dependencies as independent Powers, 
members of the family of nations. ‘These de 
pendencies are no longer regarded as subject 
to transfer from one European Power to an- 
other. When the present relation of colonies 
ceases they are to become independent Powers, 
exercising the right of choice and of self-con- 
trol in the determination of their future con- 
dition and relations with other Powers. 

The United States, in order to put a stop to 
bloodshed in Cuba, and in the interest of a 
neighboring people, proposed their good offices 
to bring the existing contest to a termination. 
The offer not being accepted by Spain on a 
basis which we believed could be received bv 
Cuba was withdrawn. It is hoped that the 
good offices of the United States may yet prove 
advantageous for the settlement of this unhappy 


strife. 


| against Cuba have been broken up. 


lions, including those belonging to the sinking | 


fund. I recommend that the whole be placed 
to the credit of the sinking fund. 

Your attention is respectfully invited to the 
recommendations of the Secretary of the 
Treasury for the creation of the office of com- 
missioner of customs-revenue ; for the increase 
of salaries to certain classes of officials; the 
substitution of increased national bank circu- 
lation to replace the outstanding three per 
cent. certificates; and most especially to his 
recommendation for the repeal of laws allow- 
ing shares of fines, penalties, forfeitures, &c., 
to officers of the Government, or to informers. 

The office of Commissioner of Internal Rev- 


Meanwhile a number of illegal expeditions 
It has 
been the endeavor of the Administration to 
execute the neutrality laws in good faith, no 
matter how unpleasant the task, made so by 
the sufferings which we have endured from lack 
of like good faith toward us by other nations. 

On the 26th of March last the United States 
schooner Lizzie Major was arrested on the 


| high seas by a Spanish frigate, and two pas- 


sengers taken from it and carried as prisoners 
to Cuba. Representations of these facts were 


| made to the Spanish Government as soon as 


enue is one of the most arduous and respons- 


It fails but little 
if any short of a Cabinet position in its im- 
portance and responsibilities. I would ask for 
it, therefore, such legislation as in your judg- 
ment will place the office upon a footing of 
dignity commensurate with its importance and 
with the character and qualifications of the 
class of men required to fill it properly. 

As the United States is the freest of all 
nations, so too its people sympathize with all 
peoples struggling for liberty and self-govern- 
ment. But while so sympathizing it is due to 
our honor that we should abstain from en- 
forcing our Views upon unwilling nations, and 


| from taking an interested part, without invita- 
| tion, in the quarrels between different nations 
| or between Governments and their subjects. 


Our course should always be in contormity 
with strict justice and law—international and 
local. Such has been the policy of the Ad- 


| ministration in dealing with these questions. 
| For more than a year a valuable province of 


Spain and a near neighbor of ours, in whom 
all our people cannot but feel a deep interest, 
has been struggling for independence and free- 
dom. The people and Government of the 
United States entertain the same warm feel- 
ings and sympathies for the people of Cuba in 
their pending struggle that they manifested 


| throughout the previous struggles between 
| Spain and her former colonies in behalf of 


the latter. But the contest has at no time 
assumed the conditions which amount to a 
war in the sense of international law, or which 
would show the existence of a de facto polit- 
ical organization of the insurgents sufficient to 
justify a recognition of belligerency. 

The principle is maintained, however, that 
this nation is its own judge when to accord the 
rights of belligerency, either to a people strug: 


| tary to Lima in August last. 


official information of them reached Washing- 
ton. The two passengers were set at liberty, 
and the Spanish Government assured the Uni- 
ted States that the captain of the frigate in 
making the capture had acted without law, 
that he had been reprimanded for the irregu- 
larity of his conduct, and that the Spanish 
authorities in Cuba would not sanction any act 
that could violate the rights or treat with dis- 
respect the sovereignty of this nation. 

‘The question of the seizure of the brig Mary 


| Lowell at one of the Bahama islands by Span- 


ish authorities is now the subject of corre- 
spondence between this Government and those 
of Spain and Great Britain. 

The Captain General of Cuba about May 
last sianed a proclamation authorizing search 
to be made of vessels on the high seas. Im- 
mediate remonstrance was made against this, 
whereupon the Captain General issued a new 
proclamation limiting the right of search to 
vessels of the United States so far as author- 
ized under the treaty of 1795. This proclama- 
tion was, however, immediately withdrawn. 

I have always felt that the most intimate 
relations should be cultivated between the Re- 
public of the United States and all independent 
nations onthiscontinent. It may be well worth 
considering whether new treaties between us 
and them may not be profitably entered into 
to secure more intimate relations—friendly, 
commercial, and otherwise. 

The subject of an interoceanic canal to con- 
nect the Atlantic and Pacific oceans through 
the Isthmus of Darien is one in which com- 
merce is greatly interested. Instructions have 
been given to our minister to the republic of 
the United States of Colombia to pidedeee to 
obtain authority for a survey by this Govern- 
ment, in order to determine the practicability 
of such an undertaking, and a charter for the 
right of way to build by private enterprise such 
a work if the survey proves it to be practicable. 

In order to comply with the agreement of 
the United States as to a mixed commission 
at Lima for the adjustment of claims it became 
necessary to send a commissioner and secre- 
j No appropria- 


gling to free themselves trom a cvovernment || tion having been made by Congress for this 
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purpose, it is now asked that one be made cov- 


ideas of justice nor their grave sense of the | 
ering the past and future expenses of the com- | 


States authorities to the landing of the cable thet 
grievance they have sustained. The rejection 


and to the working of it until the meetin 


mission. of the treaty was followed by a state of public | Congress. I regret to say that there has ce pet 

‘The good offices of the United States to bring || feeling on both sides which I thought not favor- || no modification made in the company’s a whi 
about a peace between Spain and the South | able to an immediate attempt atrenewed nego- || cession, nor, so far as I can learn, have they ext 
American republics with which she is at war | tiations. 1 accordingly so instructed the min- || attempted to secure one. Their concession is b 
having been accepted by Spain, Peru, and || ister of the United States to Great Britain, and || excludes the capital and the citizens of the tur’ 
Chili, a congress has been invited to be held in | found that my views in this regard were shared '| United States from competition upon the shores Sel 
Washington during the present winter. || by her Majesty’s ministers. I hope that the || of France. I recommend legislation to pro- fore 


time may soon arrive when the two Govern- 


A grant has been given to Europeans of an 
| ments can approach the solution of this mo- | 


tect the rights of citizens of the United State ind 
exclusive right of transit over the territory of | 


as well as the dignity and sovereignty of th, 


Nicaragua, to which Costa Rica has given its || mentous question with an appreciation of what || nation against such an assumption. | shall 
assent, which, itis alleged, conflicts with vested || is due to the rights, dignity, and honor of each, || also endeavor to secure by negotiation a), : 
rights of citizens of the United States. The || and with the determination not only to remove || abandonment of the principle of monopolies rec 
Department of State has now this subject || the causes of complaint in the past, but to lay || in ocean telegraphic cables. Copies of thi: ent 
a consideration. || the foundation of a broad principle of public || correspondence are herewith furnished, suc 
The minister of Peru having made repre- || law which will prevent future differences and || The unsettled political condition of otho, em 
sentations that there was a state of war between || tend to firm and continued peace and friend- || countries less fortunate than our own somo inte 
Peru and Spain, and that Spain was construct- || ship. || times induces their citizens to come to the - 
ing in and near New York thirty gun-boats, || ‘This is now the only grave question which || United States for the sole purpose of becomine 
which might be used by Spain in such a way || the United States has with any.foreign nation. || naturalized. Having secured this they retyy;, 0 


as to relieve the naval force at Cuba so as to | 
operate against Peru, orders were given to pre- 

vent their departure. No further steps having | 
been taken by the representative of the Peru- 
vian Government to prevent the departure of 
these vessels, and I not feeling authorized to 
detain the property of a nation with which we 
are at peace on a mere executive order, the 


The question of renewing a treaty for recipro- || to their native country and reside there wit) Ch 
| cal trade between the United States and the |} out disclosing their change of allegiance. [hey 

British provinces on this continent has not || accept official positions of trust or honor whic) 

been favorably considered by the Administra- || can only be held by citizens of their natiy, : 
tion. The advantages of such a treaty would || land; they journey under passports describiy> cin 
be wholly in favor of the British producer. || them as such citizens, and it is only when civ; , 
Except possibly a few engaged in the trade || discord, after perhaps years of quiet, threatens 


between the two sections no citizen of the || their persons or their property, or when their . 


matter has been referred to the courts to || United States would be benefited by recipro- || native State drafts them intoits military servic id 
decide. city. Our internal taxaticn would prove a || that the fact of their change of allegiance j; une 

The conduct of the war between the allies || protection to the British producer almost equal || made known. They reside permanently awa; on 
and the republic of Paraguay has made the || to the protection which our manufacturers now || from the United States; they contribute nothing su 





intercourse with that country so difficult that || 
it has been deemed advisable to withdraw our 
representative from there. 

Toward the close of the last Administration | 
a convention was signed at London for the 
settlement of all outstanding claims between 
Great Britain and the United States, which 
failed to receive the advice and consent of the 
Senate to its ratification. The time and the 
circumstances attending the negotiation of that 
treaty were unfavorable to its acceptance by 
the people of the United States, and its pro- 
visious were wholly inadequate for the settle- 
ment of the grave wrongs that had been sus- 
tained by this Government as well as by its 
citizens. 

‘The injuries resulting to the United States 
by reason of the course adopted by Great Brit- 
ain during our late civil war in the increased 
rates of insurance; in the diminution of ex- 


to its revenues; they avoid the duties of its cit 
| zenship, and they only make themselves know; 
| by a claim of protection. I have directed | 
| diplomatic and consular officers of the Unit 
States to scrutinize carefully all such claims o: 
protection. ‘The citizen of the United Stat: 
whether native or adopted, who discharges |) 
duty to his country is entitled to its comple: 
|| protection. While I have a voiceéin the dir 
tion of affairs I shall not consent to impe: 
| this sacred right by conferring it upon fictiti 


receive from the tariff. Some arrangement, 
however, for the regulation of commercial 
intercourse between the United States and the 
Dominion of Canada may be desirable. 

The commission for adjusting the claims of 
the Hudson Bay and Puget Sound Agricul- 
tural Company upon the United States has 
terminated its labors. The award of $650,000 
has been made, and all rights and titles of the 
company on the territory of the United States 
have been extinguished. Deeds for the prop- 
| erty of the company have been delivered. || or fraudulent claimants. 

An appropriation by Congress to meet this || On the accession of the present Adini: 
sum is asked. 'tration it was found that the minister 

The commissioners for determining the || North Germany had made propositions 
northwestern land boundary between the |! the negotiation of a convention for the pr 
United States and the British possessions, || tection of emigrant passengers, to which no 
under the treaty of 1856, have completed their || response had been given. It was conclad 
labors and the commission has been dissolved. || that to be effectual all the maritime Power 

In conformity with the recommendation of || engaged in the trade should join in such: 











ports and imports and other obstructions to |) Congress a proposition was early made to the || measure. Invitations have been extende ~~ 
domestic industry and production; in its effect || British Government to abolish the mixed || the Cabinets of London, Paris, Florence, Ber v9 
upon the foreign commerce of the country ; in || courts created under the treaty of April 7, 1862, {| lin, Brussels, The Hague, Copenhagen, an a 
the decrease and transfer to Great Britain of || for the suppression of the slave trade. ‘The || Stockholm to empower their representatives D. 
our commercial marine; in the prolongation || subject is still under negotiation. || at Washington to simultaneously enter into , 
of the war and the increased cost, both in || It having come to my knowledge that a cor- || negotiations and to conclude with the United 3 
treasure and in lives, of its suppression, could || porate company organized under British laws States conventions identical in form making 2 
not be adjusted and satisfied as ordinary com- || proposed to land upon the shores of the United || uniform regulations as to the construction 0 - 
mercial claims which continually arise between || States and to operate there a submarinecable, || the parts of vessels to be devoted to the use = 
commercial nations. | under a concession from his Majesty the || of emigrant passengers, as to the quality ani “ 

And yet the convention treated them simply || emperor of the French of an exclusive right quantity of food, as to the medical treatmen! - 
as such ordinary claims, from which they differ || for twenty years of telegraphic communica- || of the sick, and as to the rules to be observ = 
more widely in the gravity of their character || tion between the shores of France and the || during the voyage in order to secure ventila “ 
than in the magnitude of their amount, great |} United States, with the very objectionable | tion, to promote health, to prevent intrusion, a 
even asis that difference. Not a word was || feature of subjecting all messages conveyed || and to protect the females, and providing for ‘ 
found in the treaty, and not an inference could || thereby to the scrutiny and control of the | the establishment of tribunals in the severa! 3 
be drawn from it, to remove the sense of the || French Government, I caused the F'renchand || countries for enforcing such regulations by 
unfriendliness of the course of Great Britain || British legations at Washington to be made | summary process. , 
in our struggle for existence which had so || acquainted with the probable policy of Con- || Your attention is respectfully called to the i 
deeply and universally impressed itself upon || gress on this subject, as foreshadowed by the || law regulating the tariff on Russian hemp, and ; 


the people of this country. 

Believing that a convention thus miscon- 
ceived in its scope and inadequate in its pro- 
visions would not have produced the heart 
cordial settlement of pending questions which 


alone is consistent with the relations which I 
desire to have firmly established between the | 


United States and Great Britain, I regarded the 
action of the Senate in rejecting the treaty to 
have been wisely taken in the interest of peace, 
und as a mecessary step in the direction of a 
perfect and cordial friendship between the two 
countries. A sensitive people conscious of 
their power are more at ease under a great 


of a settlement whith satisfies neither their 





sat || the establishment of any such eable. 
wrong wholly unatoned than under the restraint | 


bill which passed the Senate in March last. 
This drew from the representatives of the com- 
pany an agreement to accept as the basis of 
their operations the provisions of that bill, or 
of such other enactment on the subject as 


might be passed during the approaching ses- | 


sion of Congress; also, to use their influence 
to secure from the French Government a modi- 


landing upon French soil of any cable belong- 
ing to any company incorporated by the au- 


| thority of the United States or of any State 


in the Union, and on their part not to oppose 
In con- 
sideration of this agreement I directed the 
withdrawal of all opposititn by the United 


to the question whether to fix the charges 0! 
Russian hemp higher than they are fixed upo" 
Manilla is not a violation of our treaty wit! 


Russia, placing her products upon the same 
| footing with those of the most favored nations. 


Our manufactures are increasing with won 


| derfal rapidity under the encouragement which 
'| they now receive. 
| fication of their concession so as topermit the | 


With the improvements 1! 
machinery already effected and still increas: 
ing, causing machinery to take the place 0! 
skilled labor to a large extent, our imports 0! 


/many articles must fall off largely within 4 


very few years. Fortunately, too, manufac: 
tures are not confined to a few localities, as 
formerly, and it is to be hoped will become 
more and more diffused, making the interest !"! 
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rem equal in all sections. They give employ- 
nt and support to hundreds of thousands of 
nle at home, and retain with us the means 
vhich otherwise would be shipped abroad. The 
«tension of railroads in Europe and the East 
. bringing into competition with our agricul- 
-ral products like products of other countries. 
Solf-interest, if not self-preservation, there- 
re dictates caution against disturbing any 
instrial interest of the country. It teaches 


2 also the necessity of looking to other mar- 
for the sale of our surplus. Our neigh- 
south of us, and China and Japan, should 

receive our special attention. It will be the 
endeavor Of the Administration to cultivate 
-ych relations with ali these nations as to 
entitle us to their confidence, and make it their 
terest, as well as ours, to establish better 
commercial relations. 
fhrough the agency of a more enlightened 
olicy than that heretofore pursued toward 
China, largely due to the sagacity and efforts 
one of our own distinguished citizens, the 
rid is about to commence largely increased 
lations with that populous and hitherto ex- 


lnsive nation. As the United States have been | 


‘initiators in this new policy, so they should 

the mest earnest in showing their good faith 
n making it a success. In this connection [ 
idvise such legislation as will forever preclude 
the enslavement of the Chinese upon our soil 
under the name of coolies, and also prevent 
\merican vessels from engaging in the trans- 


rtation of coolies to any country tolerating | 


» system. 
m to China be raised to one of the first class. 
(in my assuming the responsible duties of 
ief Magistrate of the United States it was 
1 the conviction that three things were 
ential to its peace, prosperity, and fullest 
velopment. 
l‘irst among these is strict integrity in fulfill- 
y all our obligations ; second, to secure pro- 
ion to the person and property of the citizen 
the United States in each and every portion 


I also recommend that the mis- | 


yur common country wherever he may choose | 


move, without reference to original nation- 


‘, religion, color, or politics, demanding of | 


im only obedience to the laws and proper re- 

ct for the rights of others; third, union of 

ll the States, with equal rights, indestructible 
by any constitutional means. 


lo secure the first of these Congress has | 


taken two essential steps: first, in declaring 
by joint resolution that the publie debt shall 
be paid, principal and interest, in coin; and 
second, by providing the means for paying. 
Providing the means, however, could not se- 
cure the object desired without a proper admin- 
istration of the laws for the collection of the 
revenues and an economical disbursement of 


them. To this subject the Administration has | 
nost earnestly addressed itself, with results, I | 


hope, satisfactory to the country. 
been no hesitation in changing officials in order 
to secure an efficient execution of the laws, 
sometimes, too, where in a mere party view 
undesirable political resulta were lilrely to fol- 
low, nor any hesitation in sustaining efficient 
ofiicials against remoustrances wholly political. 

It may be well to mention here the embar- 


There has | 


rassment possible to arise from leaving onthe 


statute-books the so-ealled ‘‘ tenure-of-office 
acts,’’ and to earnestly recommend their total 
repeal, It could not have been the intention 
t the framers of the Constitution, when pro- 
viding that’ appointments made by the Presi- 
dent should receive the consent of the Senate, 


1 7 . 
that the latter should have the power to retain | 


n office persons placed there by Federal ap 
pointment against the will of the President. 
ile law is inconsistent with a faithful and effi- 
cient administration of the Government. What 
faith can an Executive put in officials forced 
ipon him, and those, too, whom he has sus- 
ended for reason? How will such officials be 
likely to serve an Administration which the y 
know does not trust them? 


bor the second requisite to our growth and || bursed in the payment of debts contract 


| 
i 


prosperity time and a firm but humane admin- 
istration of existing laws, amended from time 
to time as they may prove ineffective or prove 
harsh and unnecessary, are probably all that 
are required. 

The third cannot be attained by special legis- 
lation, but must be regarded as fixed by the 
Constitution itself and gradually acquiesced 
in by force of public opinion. 

I’rom the foundation of the Government to 
the present the management of the original 
inhabitants of this continent, the Indians; has 
been a subject of embarrassment and expense 
and has been attended with continuous rob- 
beries, murders, and wars. From my own 
experience upon the frontiers and in Indian 





| countries I do not hold either legislation or the 


conduct of the whites who come mostin contact 
with the Indian blameless for these hostilities. 
The past, however, cannot be undone, and the 
question must be met as we now find it. 

I have attempted a new policy toward these 
wards of the nation—they cannot be regarded 
in any other light than as wards—with fair 
results so far as tried, and which | hope will 
be attended ultimately with great success. The 


| Society of Friends is well known as having 


succeeded in living in peace with the Indiaus 
in the early settlement of Pennsylvania, while 
their white neighbors of other sects in other 
sections were constantly embroiled. ‘They are 
also known for their opposition to all strife, 
violence, and war, and are generally noted for 
their strict integrity and fair dealings. 
considerations induced me to give the man- 
agement of a few reservations of Indians to 
them and ta throw the burden of selection of 
agents upon the society itself. 
proven most satisfactory. It will be found 
more fully set forth in the report of the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs. T*or superintend- 
ents and Indian agents not on the reservatious 
officers of the Army were selected. The rea- 
sons for this are numerous. Where Indian 
agents are sent, there or near there troops 
must be sent also. 


These | 


The result has | 
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during the war and is not chargeable to current 
Army expenses. His estimate of $34,531,031 
for the expenses of the Army for the next fiscal 
year is as low as it is believed can be relied on. 
The estimates of bureau officers have been 
carefully scrutinized and reduced wherever 
has been deemed practicable. If, however, t! 
condition of the country should be such by th: 
beginning of the next fiscal year as to adi 
ofa greater concentration of troops, the apy: 
priation asked for will not be expended. 

The appropriations estimated for for river 


| and harbor improvements and for fortifications 


| are submitted separately. 


Whatever amount 
Congress may deem proper to appropriate for 
these purposes will be expended. 

The recommendation of the General of the 
Army that appropriations be made for the forts 
at Boston, Portland, New York, Philadelphia, 
New Orleans, and San Francisco, if for no 
other, is concurred in. I also ask your special 
attention to the recommendation of the gen 
eral commanding the military division of the 
Pacific for the sale of the seal islands of St. 
Paul and St. George, Alaska territory, and 
suggest that it either be complied with or that 
legislation be had for the protection of the 


| seal fisheries, from which a revenue should be 


derived. 

The report of the Secretary of War contains 
a synopsis of the reports of the heads of 
bureaus, of the commanders of military divis- 
ions, and of the districts of Virginia, Missis- 
sippi, and Texas, and the report of the General 
of the Army in full. The recommendations 
therein contained have been well considered 
and are submitted for your action. J] how 
ever call special attention to the reeommenda- 
tion of the chief of ordnance for the sale of 
arsenals and lands no longer of use to the 
Government; also, to the recommendation of 


*the Secretary of War that the act of the 3d 


The agent and the com- || 


mander of troops are independent of each || 


other and are subject to orders from different 
departments of the Government. The Army 


| officer holds a position for life; the agent, one 


at the will of the President. The former is 
personally interested in living in harmony with 
the Indian and in-establishing a permanent 
peace, to the end that some portion of his life 
may be spent within the limits of civilized so- 
ciety. The latter has no such personal inter- 
est. Another reason is an economic one; and 
still another, the hold which the Government 
has upon a life officer to secure a faithful dis- 
charge of duties in carrying out a given policy. 

The building of railroads, and the aecess 
thereby given to all the agricultural and min- 
eral regions of the country, is rapidly bringing 


civilized settlements into contact with all the | 
tribes of Indians. 


No matter what ought to 
be the relations between such settlements and 
the aborigines, the fact is they do not harmonize 
well, and one or the other has to give way in 
theend. A system which looks to the extine- 
tion of a raceis too horrible for a nation to 
adopt without entailing upon itself the wrath 
of all Christendom, and engendering in the 


citizen a disregard for human life and the | 


rights of others dangerous to society. I see no 
substitute for such asystem except in placing 
all the Indians on large reservations as rapidly 
as it can be done, and giving them absolute 
protection there. As soon as they are fitted 
for it they should be induced to take their 
lands in severalty and to set up territorial 
governments for their own protection. For 
full details on this subject I call your special at- 
tention to the reports of the Secretary of the In- 
terior and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

The report of the Secretary of War shows 
the expenditures of the War Department for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1869, to be 


$80°644,042, of which $23,882,310 was dis 


of March, 1869, prohibiting promotions and 
appointments in the staff corps of the Army, 
be repealed. The exteut of country to be gar- 
risoned and the number of military posts to 
be occupied is the same with a reduced army 
as with a large one. The number of staff 


| Officers required is more dependent upon the 


latter than the former condition. 
The report of the Secretary of the Navy, ac 


|| companying this, shows the condition of the 


|| office and the changes made since. 
| efforts have been made to place as many ves 


| and adding greatly to its efficiency. 


came into 
Strenuous 


Navy when this Administration 


sels ‘‘in commission,’’ or render them fit tor 
service if required, as possible, and to substi- 
tute the sail for steam while cruising, thus 
materially reducing the expenses of the Navy 
Looking 


'to our future, | recommend a liberal though 


not extravagant policy toward this branch ot 
the public service. 

The report of the Postmaster General fur- 
nishes a clear and comprehensive exhibit of 
the operations of the postal service and of the 


| financial condition of the Post Office Depart 


ment. 
The ordinary postal revenues for the yea 


|| ending the 30th of June, 1869, amounted to 


$18,344,510, and the expenditures to $23,- 
698,131, showing an excess of expenditures 
over receipts of $5,353,620. The excess of 


|! expenditures over receipts for the previous 
| ] 


di 


year amounted to $6,437,992. The increase 
of revenues for 1869 over those of 1868 was 
$2,051,909, and the increase of expenditures 
was $967,538. The inereased revenue in 
1869 exceeded the increased revenue in 1868 
by $996,336, and the increased expenditure in 
1869 was $2,527,570 less than the increased 
expenditure in 1868, showing by comparison 
this gratifying feature of improvement, that 
while the increase of expenditures over the 
increase of receipts in 1868 was $2,439,535, 
the increase of receipts over the increase of 
expenditures in 1869 was $1,054,571. 

etfally called to the 
ihe Postmaster 


Your attention is resp 


recommendations wade by 
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General for authority to change the rate of 
ompensation to the main-trunk railroad lines 
w their services in carrying the mails; for 
aving post-route maps executed; for reor- 
ganizing and increasing the efficiency of the 
special agency service; for increase of the 
mail service on the Pacific, and for establish- 
iug mail service under the flag of the Union 
on the Atlantic; and most especially do I eall 

ur attention to his recommendation for the 
total abolition of the franking privilege. This 
is an abuse from which no one receives a com- 
mensurate advantage; it reduces the receipts 
Te postal service from twenty five to thirty 
per cent. and largely increases the service to 
be performed, ‘The method by which postage 
should be paid upon public matter is set forth 
fully in the report of the Postmaster General. 

‘The report of the Secretary of the Interior 
shows that the quantity of public lands dis- 
posed of during the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1869, was 7,666,152 acres, exceeding 
that of the preceding year by 1,010,409 acres. 
Of this amount 2,899,544 acres were sold for 
cash, and 2,737,565 acres entered under the 
homestead laws. The remainder was granted 
to aid in the construction of works of internal 
improvement, approved to the States as swamp 
land, and located with warrants and scrip. 
The cash receipts from al! sources were 
$4,472,886, exceeding those of the preceding 
year $2,840, 140, 

During the last fiscal year 23,196 names 
were added to the pension-rolls and 4,876 
dropped therefrom, leaving at its close 187,963. 

The amount paid to pensioners, including 
the compensation of disbursing agents, was 
328,422,884; an increase of $4,411,902 on that 
of the previous year. The munificence of 
Congress has been conspicuously manifested in 
its legislation for the soldiers and sailors who 
uffered in the recent struggle to maintain 
‘*that unity of government which makes us 
one people.”’ The additions to the pension- 
rolls of each successive year since the con- 
clusion of hostilities result in a great degree 
from the repeated amendments of the act of 
the 14th of July, 1862, which extended its 
provisions to cases not falling within its original 


Cc 
{ 

} 

i 


scope. 


The large outlay which is thus ocea- | 
sioned is further increased by the more liberal | 
allowance bestowed since that date upon those | 


| strict enforcement. 


| be printed and lie on the table. 


who in the line of duty were wholly or perma: | 


nently disabled. 
Public opinion has given an emphatic sane- 
tion to these measures of Congress, and it will 


be conceded that no part of our public burden | 


is more cheerfully borne than that which is || 


imposed by this branch of the service. It ne- 
cessitates for the next fiscal year, in addition 
to the amount justly chargeable to the naval 
pension fund, an appropriation of $30,000,000. 

During the year ending the 30th of Septem- 
her, 1869, the Patent Office issued 13,762 pat- 


Conjtress to the inadequate salaries of a num- 
ber of the most important officers of the Gov- 
ernroent. In this message | will not enumer- 
ate them, but will specify only the justices of | 
the Supreme Court. No change has been made 
in their salaries for fifteen years. 

Within that time the labors of the court | 


have largely increased, and the expenses of || 
|| the Chair will take the sense of the Sen.:, 
|| upon it without sending for it to be read. 


living have at least doubled. During thesame 
time Congress has twice found it necessary to 
increase largely the compensation of its own 
members; andthe duty which it owes to another 
departinent of the Government deserves, and | 
will undoubtedly receive, its due considera- 
tion. 

There are many subjects not alluded to in 
this message which might with propriety be 
introduced; but I abstain, believing that your | 
patriotism and statesmanship will suggest the 
topics and the legislation most conducive to the | 
interests of the whole people. On my part I 
promise a rigid adherence to the laws and their 


U. S. GRANT. 

Executive Mansion, 
Wasuineton, D. C., December 6, 1869. 

Mr. SUMNER. I move that the message 





The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. I now move that ten thou- 
sand extra copies be printea. That motion 
will of course go to the Committee on Printing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion will 


be referred, under the law, to the Committee | 
on Printing when one shall be constituted by | 


the Senate. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate, accompanying the President’s annual 
message, the annual reports of the Secretary 


of War, the Secretary of the Navy, and the | 


Postmaster General; the opinions and award 


of the commissioners appointed to adjudicate | 


on the rights of the Hudson Bay and Puget 


‘Sound Agricultural Company, and the docu- 


ments and correspondence in regard to the || 
sable; which were ordered to lie on | 


lrench 
the table, and be printed. 
The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before 


| the Senate the annual report of the Secretary 


ents, and its receipts were $686,389, being || 


$215,926 more than the expenditures. 
I would respectfully call your attention to the 


recommendation of the Secretary of the Inte- | 


rior for uniting the duties of supervising the 
education of freedmen with the other duties de 
volving upon the Commissioner of Education. 

If it is the desire of Congress to make the 
census which must be taken during the year 
1870 more complete and perfect than hereto- 


fore | would suggest early action upon any | 


plan that may be agreed upon. 


As Congress at the last session appointed | 


& committee to take into consideration such 
measures as might be deemed proper in refer- 
ence to the census, and to reporta plan, I desist 
from saying more. 

I recommend to your favorable considera- 
tion the claims of the Agricultural Bureau for 
liberal appropriations. Ina country so diversi- 
fied in climate andsoil as ours, and witha pop- 
ulation so largely dependent upon agriculture, 


of the Treasury on the state of the finances; 


which was ordered to lie on the table, and be | 


printed, 
STATE OF GEORGIA. 
Mr. MORTON. I now call for the consid- 


eration of the resolution which I offered this || 


morning. 

Mr. CONKLING. I would like to inquire 
whether there are any executive messages on 
the table? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There are large | 


numbers of executive communications on the 


table, received from the President with his | 


annual message. 


Mr. CONKLING. I move that the Senate 


proceed to the consideration of executive busi- | 


ness. 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I would 


suggest to the Senator whether that had not || 


better be postponed until after the constitution 


of the committees. The Senator must be aware | 
that no reference can be made until the com- | 


mittees are appointed. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
nominations. 
Mr. SUMNER. We shall not get ahead by 
going into executive session. 


Mr. CONKLING. 


We had better hear the 


| for one moment at the request of the Senator 


the benefits that can be conferred by properly || 


fostering this bureau are incaiculable. 
I desire respectfully to call the attention of 


from Indiana, although I shall renew it. 
Mr. MORTON. lL ask for the consideration 


of the resolution offered by me this morning | 


calling for certain information. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is a reso- 
lution on the table offered by the Senator from 
Indiana [Mr. Morton] which was laid over 
informally. It will be reported by the Secre 
tary. The Chair is informed that it was sent 


I withdraw my motion | 


December 6, 


to the office of the Secretary, and is not nie 
at the desk. = 
| Mr. EDMUNDS. We all understand y 
itis. I amsure there will be no objection ¢ 
Mr. SHERMAN. What is it about? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is a reso), 
tion calling for the report of the military com 
mander in Georgia. If there be no objection 


1 
nat 


O it, 


The resolution was adopted, 
| lows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United s; ate 
be requested to communicate to the Senate the 
ports of the military commander of the distric: .. 
which Georgia is a part, in regard to the ciyi| and 


political condition of the State of Georgia, if in j,;, 
opinion not incompatible with the public interest. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolytjo, 
offered by the Senator from Indiana [\;. 
Morton] in regard to the compensation ,; 
certain Senators is now before the Senate 
| unfinished business. 

Mr. CONKLING. Now, after a remar; 
I will renew my motion. I wish to say, jy 
answer to the honorable Senator from Ma: 
sachusetts, that what disposition the Senay, 
may make of the messages in executive seggioy 
will be a question for consideration then. Very 
likely the Senate will adjourn when they shaii 
have been read; but, for the present, I renew 
my motion that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes thirty-six, 
noes not counted. 
|| After some time spent in the consideratio: 
| of executive business the doors were reopened, 
|, and the Senate adjourned. 


It is as fo! 





as 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpvay, December 6, 1869. 


In conformity to the Constitution and the laws, 
the Forty-First Congress of the United Sta: 
of America convened this day in its seco: 
session. At twelve o’clock m. Hon. James 
G. Biatne, Speaker of the House of Repre 
|, sentatives, a member from the State of Maine, 
called the House to order. 

Rev. Joun G. Burier, the Chaplain, offered 
prayer, as follows: 

Great God, our Creator, Preserver, and he 
deemer, the governor of the world, our king 
we acknowledge Thee and bless the kind han« 
that has defended us during our separation 
and the mercy that brings us together again in 
health and peace, our lives crowned with loving 
| kindness. We ask Thy blessing, O God, on u 
as we enter anew upon the honorable and tried 
and responsible duties of this session. 

We thank Thee for Thy goodness toward 
as individuals, as families, and as a nation 
Oh, do Thou be our king, reigning in the hear 
of Thy servant the President of the Unite! 
States and those associated with him in counci 
Give our Senators wisdom. Grant unto us jus 
and equal laws enacted by those who fear Go 
and hate covetousness. Let Thy blessing, 0 
_ Lord, rest upon these Thy servants, and give 
them grace that they may govern their own 
hearts, and that they may be enabled to ais 
charge their duties in Thy fear and with a wise 
reference to the interest of this great aud grow 
ing and Heaven-blessed land. Dispose the 
hearts and minds of the people everywhere 'v 
obedience and righteousness and to the lear 
of God, that we may enjoy a perpetual peace. 
Extend, we entreat Thee, the blessings we e" 


tongue confess that Christ is Lord, to the glory 


Thy name. 
done on earth as it is in heaven. 


joy to all the nations of the earth, and haste 
|| the time when every knee shall bow and every 


of God the Father. ‘These mercies we ask, Ww!!! 
the forgiveness of all our sins, in the name anu 
forthe sake of Jesus, who hath taught us to pray, 
our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
Give us 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us ou! 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
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CALL OF 


rhe SPEAKER. 


TIE ROLL OF 
The Clerk will 
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ot into te mptation, but 
For Thine is the king- 
glory forever and 


MEMBERS. 
call the 


yy States, to ascertain whether a quorum 
al * me ai rs be present. 


I'he 
mbers an swered to 


Clerk called the roll, and the following | 


their names: 


MAINE. 


John Lynch, 
Samuel P. Morril 
G. Blaine, 


Jame 


John A. Peters, 
Eugene ale. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Jacob Il. Ela, 


\aron I. Stevens, 


Jacob Benton. 


VERMONT. 


Charles W. Willard, 

Luke P. Poland, 
MASSAC 

James Buflinton, 

Oakes Ames, 


Ginery Twichell, 

Samuel Hooper, 
RIUODE 

Thomas A. Jenckes, 


CONNE 


Julius L. Strong, 
Stephen W. Kellogg, 
NEW 
Henry A. Reeves, 
John G. Schumaker, 
Henry W. Slocum, 
John Morrissey, 
Ilervey ©. Calkin, 
James Brooks, 
ernando Wood, 
Clarkson N. Potter, 
(ioorge W. Greene, 
John HL. Ketcham, 
win A. Griswold, 
Adolphus H. Tanner, 
Orange Ferriss, 
William A. Wheeler, 
NEW 


Charles Haight, 
John T. Bird, 


Worthington C. Smith. 


WUSETTS. 
Benjamin F. Butler, 
George F. Hoar, 
William B. Washburn, 
Henry L. Dawes. 
ISLAND. 
Nathan F. 
CTICUT. 


Dixon. 


licnry H. Starkweather. | 


YORK. 
Stephen Sanford, 
Charles Knapp, 
Addison H. Laflin, 
Alexander I. Bailey, 
John C. Churehill, 
Dennis McCarthy, 
George W. Cowles, 
William H. Kelsey, 
Hamilton Ward, 
Noah Davia, 
John Fisher, 
David S. Bennett, 
Porter Sheldon. 


JERSEY. 


John ILill, 
Orestes Cleveland. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Charles O’Neill, 
Leonard Myers, 
William D. Kelley, 
John R. Reading, 
John D. Stiles, 


Washington Townsend, 


J. Lawrence Getz, 
Oliver J. Dickey, 
George W. Woodward, 
Ulysses Mercur, 


John B. Packer, 
Richard J. Haldeman, 
John Cessna, 

Daniel J. Morrell, 
William H. Armstrong, 
Calvin W. Gilfillan, 
James S. Negley, 
Darwin Phelps, 
Joseph B. Donley. 


DELAWARE. 


Benjamin T. 


Biggs 


MARYLAND. 


Stevenson Archer, 
l'rederick Stone, 


Thomas Swann, 
Patrick Hamill. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


Clinton L. Cobb, 
David Heaton, 
Vliver H. Dockery, 


John T. Deweese, 
Israel G. Lash, 
Alexander H. Jones. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


B. PF. Whittemore, 


Hoge. 


Solomon L. 


LOUISIANA. 
Lionel A. Sheldon. 


OHIO. 
Philadelph Van Trump, | 


Peter W. Strader, 

Job E. Stevenson, 
Robert C. Schenck, 
William Lawrence, 
William Mungen, 
John A. Smith, 
Edward F. Dickinson, 
Truman H. Hoag, 
John T, Wilson, 


George W. Morgan, 
Martin Welker, 
Eliakim H. Moore, 
John A. Bingham, 
Jacob A. Ambler, 
William H. Upson, 
James A, Garfield. 


KENTUCKY. 


J. Proctor Knott, 
Boyd Winchester, 
Thomas L. Jones, 

TENN 
Roderick R. Butler, 
Horace Maynard, 
William B. Stokes, 
Lewis Tillman, 


James B. Beck, 
John M. Rice. 


ESSER. 
W illiam F.. Prosser, 
on 1M. Arnell, 

caac R. Hawkins, 
Wilton J. Smith, 


. 


1} 
1] 





| to this. 


INDIANA. 
William E. Niblack, Godlove 8. Orth 
Michael C. Kerr, James - [yner, 
William 8. Holman, John P. she am : 
John Coburn, William W illia 
Daniel W. Voorhees, Ja per Pa kar r 
ILLINOIS. 
Norman B. Judd, Shelby M. Cullom, 


John F. Farnsworth, Thompson W. MeNeely, 
Horatio C. Burchard, Albert G. Burr, 
John B. Hawley. Samuel 8. Marshall 
Ebon C, Ingersoll, John B. Hay, 
Burton C, Cook, John M. Creb. 
Jesse H. Moore, John A, Logan. 
MISSOURL. 
Erastus Wells, Robert T. Van Ilorn, 
G. A. Finkelnburg, Joel F. Asper, 
James R. MeCormick John F. Benjamin, 
Sempronius H. Boyd, David P. Dyer, 
Samuel &. Burdett, 
ARKANSAS. 
Anthony A. €. Rogers. 
MICHIGAN, 
Fernando C. Beaman, Thomas W. Ferry, 


William L. 8t 
Austin Blair, 


Omar D. Conger 

Randolph Strickland. 
FLORIDA. 

Charles M. Hamilton. 

LOWA. 

William Loughridg 


oughton, 


George W. McCrary, 
William Smyth, Frank W. Palmer, 
William B. Allison, Charles Pomeroy. 
WISCONSIN. 
Halbert FE. Paine, Philetus 
Amasa Cobb, C. 
Charles A. Eldridge, 
CALIFORNIA. 
Samuel B. Axtell, James A. 
Aaron A. Sargent, 
MINNESOTA. 
Morton S. Wilkinson, Eugene M. Wilson. 
OREGON. KANSAS. 
Joseph 8. Smith. Sidney Clarke. 
WEST VIRGINIA. 
Isaac H. Duval, John S. Witeher. 
James C. MeGrew, 
NEVADA. 
Thomas Fitch. John Taffe. 
The SPEAKER. One hundred and eighty- 
two members are present—a quorum of the 
whole number. 


Sawyer, 
C. Washburn. 


Johnson. 


NEBRASKA. 


QUALIFICATION OF 


Mr. BROOKS. I rise to aquestion of priv- 
ilege. IJ rise to present the credentials of Hon. 
SamvueEt S. Cox, of New York. 

The SPEAKER. 
of members whose credentials are here and 
who have not been sworn in, and the Chair will 
invite all of them whose right to seats is unchal- 
lenged to present themselves at the same time 
and qualify themselves as members. 

The Clerk read the list, as follows: 

Connecticut—WiiuiamM H. Barnum. 

Massachusetts—Grorce M. Brooks. 

Alabama—A.rrep KE. Beek, Cuartes W. 
Buckuey, Rosert S. Heriiy, Peter M. Dox, 


MEMBERS. 


Witiram C. SHerrop. 
Illinois—Horatio C. Burcuarp. 
Mr. PAINE. Mr. Speaker, I am sorry to 


interrupt the House at this stage of these pro- 
ceedings, but I venture to do so for the pur- 


| pose of making a suggestion, waich, it seems 
| to me, may be very important to us, if not in 


this case, still in some future cases analogous 
The rule of the House, the law, is 
this: that at the organization of a Congress the 
Clerk shall be empowered to place upon the 


| roll of members the names of those whose cre- 
| dentials appear to him to entitle them to places 


here; but there is no law authorizing the Clerk 


| or the Speaker or any member or committee 


of the House to inspect, scrutinize, or pass 
upon any credentials after the House shall 
have been organized. Accordingly it has been 
the precedent, not invariably but often, and | 


| believe it to be a safe precedent, in cases where 
| members present them 


selves after the organi- 
zation of the House, to make a formal reference 
of their credentials to the Committee of Klec- 


tions, 


The Clerk will read a list 


which committee can go through the 
form of inspecting them and report upon their 
suliiciency. 

The SPEAKER. The suggestion of the 
Chair, if the gentleman from Wisconsin | Mr. 
Paine} will allow the Chair to interrupt him, 
was that only those whose credentials were 
absolately unchallenged, against whom not a 
single voice was raised when they presented 
themselves, should have the oath adminis- 
tered to them. ‘The Chair did not propose to 
administer the oath to any gentleman to whos: 
admission a single member on the floor migh 
make objection. The usage has always been, 
when there was no objection, to allow a membei 
to be sworn in without any further ceremony. 

Mr. PAINE. It might bappen, Mr. Speaker, 
that no member present might know the fact 
which would furnish a ground of objection, 
although such fact might exist. 

The SPEAKER. The question is for the 
House to determine. The Chair has merely 
stated the usage of the House. Does the 
gentleman from Wisconsin make a motion? 

Mr. BROOKS. Allow me to suggest to 
the honorable gentleman from Wisconsin with 
regard to the case of Mr. Cox, whose cre 
dentials I have presented, that his credentials 
were, in point of fact, presented carly last 
March in the general list of New York mem 
bers, his right to a seat being unchallenged, 
and the Spe aker appointed him upon a com 
mittee, so that he is now virtually a member 
of this House. I trust this body will not pre 
sent the extraordinary spectacle of declining 
to have sworn in a member whose right to a 
seat has not been challenged, and whom the 
Speaker has appointed a member of a com- 
mittee of the House. 

Mr. PAINE. I trust the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Brooks] will not understand 
me as objecting to the admission of any pat 
ticular individual. Iam only suggesting that 
the general rule ought to be adhered to in this 
caseasinall @thers. Having made this sugg: 
tion I leave it to the House to follow the 
suggestion of the Speaker, reserving to myse!! 
the right, as a member of the Committee er 
Elections, to object in particular cases. 

The SPEAKER. The gentlemen whose 
names have been read by the Clerk will, if in 
attendance, present themselves at the bar. 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. Speaker, the Clerk 
has also in his possession the credentials ofthe 
Delegate-elect from Washington ‘lerritory and 
the credentials of the Delegate-elect from the 
Territory of New Mexico. 

The SPEAKER. They are not essential to 
the organization of the House, and the question 
of their admission will be entertained 
period of the day. 

Mr. WOOD. Permit me to to the 
Chair that there are at least two of these gen 
tlemen to whom will have to be administered 
a separate oath from that administered to th 
others, they having been relieved from their 
political disabilities. 

Mr. KELLEY. I wish to object toa gentle 
man being sworn in, if this be the proper time. 

The SPEAKER. This is thet 

Mr. KELLEY. I wish to objectto the swear- 


at a later 


suggest 


ime, 


ing in of William C. Sherrod, of Alabama. 
The SPEAKER. Mr. Sherrod will stand 


aside for the present. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I 


rise to a question of 
order. 
TheSPEAKER. The gentleman will state i 
ELDRIDGE. It is this: that the Chai 


submitted the question to the House for i: 
unanimous consent that the individuals named 
should come forward and be sworn in. 

The SPEAKER. And the Chair ace: 
panied the statement with another, of the | 
that any gentleman to whom as 
man objected would not be included in th 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. That opportuntt 
given and no objection was made 

The SPEAKER. The Chair adhere 


staleinent. 


to its 
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Mr. WOOD. Doesthe Chair state that any 
member rising to object to any member he 
must stand aside? 

The SPEAKER. He muststand aside until 
those who are absolutely unchalienged shall 
have been sworn in and can themselves parti- 
cipate in determining the question in reference 
to those to whom objection has been nrade. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE, I object to the swear- 
ing in of Peter M. Dox, of Alabama. 

The gentlemen to whom no objection was 
made were then qualified, by taking the oaths 


prescribed by the Constitution and the act of 


July 2, 1862. 
MESSAGE TO TILE SENATE. 

Mr. SCHENCK submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Reeotloed, That the Clerk inform the Senate that a 
quorum of the ILouse of Representatives has assem 
hled, and that the House is ready to proceed to busi 
ness. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

I'he latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT, 

Mr. SCHENCK. submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 
on the part of the House. to join such committee as 
may be appointed on the ip ot the Senate, to wait 


on the President of the United States and inform 
him that a quorum of the two Houses has assembled, 


and that Congress is ready to receive any communi 
cation he may be pleased to make. 

The SPEAKER appointed as the members 
of such committee on part of the House Mr, 
Scuenck of Ohio, Mr. Dawes of Massachu- 


‘ 


setts, and Mr. Woopwarp of Pennsylvania. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

\ message from the Senate, by Mr. Gornam, 
its Secretary, taformed the House that a quoram 
of the Senate had assembled, and that the 
Senate was ready to proceed to business. 

(he message further announced that the 
Senate had appointed a committee, to join such 
conmmiitee as might be appointed by the House, 
io wait on the President and inform him that 
a quorum of each House had assembled, and 
that Congtess was ready to receive any com- 
munication he might be pleased to make, and 
had appointed Mr. Witson and Mr. Tuurman 
us the committee on the part of the Senate. 


RECESS. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I move that the House 
take a recess until half past one o'clock. With 
the permission of the House I will simply re- 
matk that it was always the usage formerly to 
wait until we heard from the President before 
proceeding to any legislative business, and | 
think it well that we should return to that old 
custom and observe that same decorum and 
courtesy which formerly prevailed. There 
have been reasons during a few years past 
more or less satisfactory to gentlemen for fore- 
going that practice, and we have fallen into a 
disuse of the custom of waiting to hear from 
the President. I trust we shall now go back 
to the old landmark. For fear we should get 
into some inguiries about the reasons of the 
practice of late years, I will move the previous 
question on my motion, 
he previous question was seconded—ayes 
» noes 14, and the main question ordered ; 
and under the operation thereof the motion 
was agreed to, 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the motion was agreed to; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table, 

rhe latter motion was agreed to. 
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‘The House thereupon (at half past twelve 
o'clock p. m.) took a recess until half past 


one o'clock, 


The House reassembled at half past one 
o'clock. 
PRESIDENT’ 
Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, the joint 
committee appointed to wait upon the Presi- 
dent and inform him that the two Houses are 
ready to receive any communication he may 
be pleased to make have discharged that duty, 
and he desired us to say to the two Houses 
that he will send a communication to them 
immediately. 
ADMISSION OF MR, 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will state with 
reference to the case of the member from Ala- 
bama, Mr. Heflin, that he has, under the law, 
to take a special oath under the act of 1802. 
The Chair understands that there is no ob- 
jection to his being sworn in. 
Mr. WOOD. I object to the oath being 
administered to Mr. Heflin. His case has to 


S MESSAGE, 


ITEFLIN. 


. stand in the same category with that of Colonel 


Sherrod. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I desire to ask whether 
any ground of objection to the swearing in of 
Mr. Heflin has been stated. Is it sufficient 
that there should be simply an objection of any 
member to a gentleman being sworn in? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands 


that the present opinion of the House is that | 
no business shall be transacted until after the | 


message from the President of the United 
States shall have been received and read. It 
is quite obvious that this case, with reference 
to which an objection has been raised by the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Woop, } if a 
discussion were now entered upon, would take 
up the time which the House intends should 
be devoted to the message. ‘The Chair will 
therefore suggest that the case be not pro- 
ceeded with till the message is read. 

Mr. GARFIELD. The question I raised 
was whether a gentleman who presented him- 
self to be sworn could be prevented from being 
sworn in by a simple objection from any mem- 
ber without a reason being stated. 

TheSPEAKLER,. He would, with or without 
reason, 

Mr. WOOD. Would it be in order to pro- 
ceed at once with the cases of these gentlemen 
from Alabama? 

The SPEAKER. 


sage from the President shall have been re- 
ceived. It will then be in order as the highest 
question of privilege. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


Mr. Horace Porrer, Private Secretary of 


| the President, being announced at the bar, 


said: Mr. Speaker, I am directed by the 
President of the United States to deliver to 
the House of Representatives a message in 
writing. 


The SPEAKER. 


If there be no objection 


the message of the President will be laid be- | 


fore the House at this time, and the Clerk will 
read it. 


There was no objection, and the Clerk read 
as follows: 


To the Senate and 
House of Representatives : 

In coming before you for the first time as 
Chief Magistrate of this great nation it is with 
gratitude to the Giver of all good for the many 
benefits we enjoy. Weare blessed with peace 
at home, and are without entangling alliances 
abroad to forebode trouble; with a territory 
unsurpassed in fertility, of an area equal to 
the abundant support of five hundred million 
people, and abounding in every variety of use- 


' ful mineral in quantity sufficient to supply the 
| world for generations ; with exuberant crops ; 


with a variety of climate adapted to the pro- 
duction of every species of earth's riches, and 
suited to the habits, tastes, and requirements 
of every living thing; with a population of 
forty million free people, all speaking one 


language; with facilities for every mortal to || which each. had 
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nitude, aided as it was by the sympathies 


The Chair would suggest || 
that this matter be waived until after the mes- | 


December ¢ 


a en 


acquire an education; with institutions clos}: 
to none the avenues to fame or any blecei,,..- 
fortune that may be coveted; with freedom 


the pulpit, the press, and the school: 


. . : With ; 
revenue flowing into the national Treasyry | 
yond the requirements of the Governme, 


Happily, harmony is being rapidly regio, 
within our own borders. Manufactures hit 
erto unknown in our country are Springing », 
in all sections, producing a degree of nati». 
independence unequaled by that of any oy)... 
Power. ee 

These blessings and countless others 
intrusted to your care and mine for safe-ko, 
ing for the brief period of our tenure of o4;,, 
in a short time we must each of us return ; 
the ranks of the people, who have confor, 
upon us our honors, and account to them ¢,. 
our stewardship. I earnestly desire that neith 
you nor I may be condemned by a free me 
enlightened constituency nor by our own eo». 
sciences. 

Emerging from a rebellion of gigantic may 
assistance of nations with which we ate ¢ 
peace, eleven States of the Union were {yy, 
years ago left without legal State governments 
A national debt had been contracted, Amerie, 
commerce was almost driven from the seas: {) 
industry of one half of the country had pe 
taken from the control of the capitalist an; 
placed where all labor rightfully belongs—j, 
the keeping of the laborer. The work of » 
storing State governments loyal to the Unioy, 
of protecting and fostering free labor, ay 
providing means for paying the intevest on t 
public debt has received ample attention fr 
Congress. Although your efforts have not m 
with the success in all particulars that mig 
have been desired, yet on the whole they 
been more successful than could have | 
reasonably anticipated. 

Seven States which passed ordinan 
secession have been fully restored to th 
placesinthe Union. Theeighth, Georgia, 
an election at which she ratified her cons 
tion, republican in form, elected a Govern 
members of Congress, a State Legislature, a 
all other oflicers required. ‘The Governor \ 
duly installed, and the Legislature met and | 
formed all the acts then required of them 
the reconstruction acts of Congress. Su 
quently, however, in violation of the cons 
tution which they had just ratified, as sin 
decided by the supreme court of the Su 
they unseated the colored members ot 
Legislature and admitted to seats some m 


|| bers who are disqualified by the third clau 


of the fourteenth amendment to the Const 
tion, an article which they themselves 
contributed to ratily. Under these circ 
stances I would submit to you whether 
would not be wise, without delay, to ena 
law authorizing the Governor of Georgia 
convene the members originally elected to | 
Legislature, requiring each member to take 
oath prescribed by the reconstruction acts, an 
none to be admitted whe are ineligible unc 
the third clause of the fourteenth amendment. 
The freedmen, under the protection whic’ 
they have received, are making rapid progress 


| in learning, and no eomplaints are heard 0! 


lack of industry on their part where they ! 
ceive fair remuneration for their labor. Je 
means provided for paying the interest ou th: 
public debt, with all other expenses of gover: 
ment, are more than ample. The loss of 0. 
commeree is the only result of the late rebe! 
lion which has not received sufficient attention 
from you. ‘To this subject I call your carne: 
attention. I will not now suggest plans 
which this object may be effected, but will,» 
necessary, make it the subject of a spec! 
message during the session of Congress. 
At the March term Congress, by joint ' 
lution, authorized the Executive to order ¢! 
tions in the States of Virginia, Mississipp!. 
‘lexas; to submit to them the constitat 
previously iu couveulol 
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and submit the constitutions either 
e or in separate parts, to be voted upon, 
o discretion of the Executive. Under this 
-,ority elections were called. 
"In Virginia the election took place on the 
of July, 1869; the Governorand Lieuten- 
+ Governor elected have been installed ; the 
wmislature met, and did all required by this 
olution, and by all the reconstruction acts 
Congress, and abstained from all doubt- 
J authority. I recommend that her Senators 
nd Representatives be promptly admitted to 
» seats, and that the State be fully restored 


om place in the family of States. Elections 
vere called in Mississippi and Texas, to com- 
sence on the 380th of November, 1869, and 
. last two days in Mississippi and four days 

» Texas. The elections have taken place, but 
he result is not known. It is to be hoped that 
the acts of the Legislatures of these States 
when they meet will be such as to receive your 
approval, and thus close the work of recon- 
struction. 

Among the evils growing out of the rebel- 

on and not yet referred to is that of an irre- 
deemable currency. Itis an evil which I hope 
will receive your most earnest attention. Itis 
. duty, and one of the highest duties of Gov- 

rnment, tosecure to the citizen a medium of ex- 
change of fixed, unvarying value. ‘This implies 
a return toa specie basis, and no substitute for it 
an be devised. Itshould be commenced now, 
ind reached at the earliest practicable moment 
sistent with a fair regard to the interests 
the debtor class. Immediate resumption 
practicable would not be desirable. It 
uld compel the debtor class to pay, beyond 
ir contracts, the premium on gold at the 
e of their purchase, and would bring bank- 
ey and ruin to thousands, 
ictuations, however, in the paper value 
he measure of all values, gold, is detri- 
ntal to the interests of trade. It makes the 
. of business an involuntary gambler, for in 
ules where future payment is to be made 
| parties speculate as to what will be the 
ie of the currency to be paid and received. 
earnestly recommend to you, then, such 
egislation as will insure a gradual return to 
specie payments and put an immediate stop 
\o fluctuations in the value of currency. 

The methods to secure the former of these 
results are aS numerous as are the speculators 
in political economy. ‘To secure the latter I 
see but one way, and that is to authorize the 
lreasury to redeem its own paper at a fixed 
price whenever presented, and to withhold 
irom cireulation all currency so redeemed, 
until sold again for gold. 

The vast resources of the nation, both devel- 
sped and undeveloped, ought to make our credit 
the best on earth. With a less burden of tax- 
ition than the citizen has endured for six years 
past the entire public debt could be paid in 
ten years. But it is not desirable that the 
people should be taxed to pay it in that time. 
Year by year the ability to pay increases 
n a rapid ratio. But the burden of inter- 
est Ought to be reduced as rapidly as can be 
done without the vivlation of contract. The 
public debt is represented, in great part, by 
bonds having from five to twenty, and from 
‘eu to forty years to run, bearing interest at 
ue rate of six per cent. and five per cent re- 
spectively. It is optional with the Govern- 
went to pay these bonds at any period after the 
expiration of the least time mentioned upon 
theirface. The time has already expired when 
a great part of them may be taken up, and is 
rapidly approaching when all may be. 

it is believed that all which are now due 
may be replaced by bonds bearing a rate of 
interest not exceeding four and one half per 
ceut., and as rapidly as the remainder become 
due, that they may be replaced in the same 
way. To accomplish this it may be necessary 
‘o authorize the interest to be paid at either 
Of three or four of the money centers of 


, 


“arope, or, by any Assistant Treasurer of the 


} 
i 
ed 


r 


United States, at the option of the holder of 
the bond. 

I suggest this subject for the consideration 
of Congress, and also simultaneously with this 
the propriety of redeeming our currency, as 
before suggested, at its market value at the 
time the law goes into effect, increasing the 
rate at which currency will be boughtand sold, 
from day to day or week to week, at the same 
rate of interest as Government pays upon its 
bonds. 

The subject of tariff and internal taxation 
will necessarily receive your attention. The 
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tions, 80, too, its people sympathize with all 
people struggling for liberty and self-govern- 
ment. But while so sympathizing it is due 
to our honor that we should abstain from en- 
forcing our views upon unwilling nations, and 
from taking an interested part, without invi/.- 
tion, in the quarrels between different nations, 
or between Governments and their subjects. 
Our course should always be in conformity 


| with strict justice and law, international and 


+} 


revenues of the country are greater than the || 


requirements, and may with safety be reduced. 
But as the funding of thedebt ina four or a 


four-and-a-half per cent. loan would .reduce | 


annual current expenses largely, thus, after 
funding, justifying a greater reduction of tax- 
ation than would be now expedient, I suggest 


postponement of this question until the next 


meeting of Congress. It may be advisable to 
modify taxation and tariff in instances where 
unjust or burdensome discriminations are made 
by the present laws, but a general revision of 
the laws regulating this subject 1 recommend 
the postponement of for the present. I also 
suggest the renewal of the tax on incomes, but 
at a reduced rate, say of three per cent., and 
this tax to expire in three years. 

With the funding of the national debt as 
here suggested I feel safe in saying that taxes 
and the revenue from imports may be reduced 
safely from sixty to eighty millions per annum 


local. Such has been the policy of the Admin 
istration in dealing with these questions. lo: 


| more than a year a valuable province of Spain, 


and a near neighbor of ours, in whom all ou: 
people cannot but feel a deep interest, has 
been struggling for independence and free- 
dom. The people and Government of the 
United States entertain the same warm feelings 
and sympathies for the people of Cuba in their 
pending struggle that they manifested through 
out the previous struggles between Spain and 
her former colonies, in behalfofthelatter. But 
the contest has at no time assumed the condi 
tions which amount to a war in the sense of 


| international law, or which would show the 


existence of a de facto political organization 
of the insurgents sufficient to justify a recog 


' nition of belligerency. 


at once, and may be still further reduced, from | 


year to year, as the resources of the country 
are developed. 
The report of the Secretary of the Treasury 


shows the receipts of the Government for the 


fiscal year ending June 30, 1869, to be $570,- 
943,747, and the expenditures, including in- 
terest, bounties, &c., to be $321,490,597. The 
estimates for the ensuing year are more favor- 
able to the Government, and will no doubt 
show a much larger decrease of the public 
debt. 

The receipts in the Treasury beyond ex- 
penditures have exceeded the amount neces- 
sary to place to the credit of thesinking fund, 
as provided by law. ‘To lock up surplus in the 
‘Treasury and withhold it from circulation 
would lead to such a contraction of the cur- 
rency as to cripple trade and seriously affect 
the prosperity of the country. 

Under these circumstances the Secretary of 
the Treasury and myself heartily concurred in 
the propriety of using all the surplus currency 
in the Treasury in the purchase of Govern- 
ment bonds, thus reducing the interest-bear- 
ing indebtedness of the country; and of sub- 
mitting to Congress the question of the dis- 
position to be made of the bonds so purchased. 
The bonds now held by the Treasury amount 
to about seventy-five millions, including those 
belonging to the sinking fund. I recommend 
that the whole be placed to the credit of the 
sinking fund. 

Your attention is respectfully invited to the 
recommendations of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury for the creation of the office of commis- 
sioner of customs-revenue; for the increase of 
salaries to certain classes of officials ; the sub- 
stitution of increased national bank circulation 
to replace the outstanding three per cent. cer- 
tificates; and most especially to Lis recom- 
mendation for the repeal of laws allowing 
shares of fines, penalties, forfeitures, &c., to 
officers of the Government or to informers. 

The office of Commissioner of Internal Rev- 
enue is one of the most arduous and respons- 
ible under the Government. It falls but little 
if any short of a Cabinet position in its import- 
ance and responsibilities. I would ask for it, 
therefore, such legislation as in your judgment 
will place the office upon a footing of dignity 
commensurate with its importance and with 
the character and qualifications of the class of 
n required 


Ag the Uni 


iW to fill il properly. 


ted States 1s the freest of all na- 


The principle is maintained, however, that 
this nation is its own judge when to accord 
the rights of belligerency, either to a people 
struggling to free themselves frem a Govern- 
ment they believe to be oppressive, or to inde 
pendent nations at war with each other. 

The United States have no disposition to 
interfere with the existing relations of Spain 
to her colonial possessions on this continent. 
They believe that in due time Spain and other 
European Powers will find their interest in term- 


| inating those relations, and establishing their 


presnt dependencies as independent Powe: 
members of the family of nations. These d 
pendencies are no longer regarded as subject | 
transfer from one European Power to another. 

When the present relation of colonies ceases 
they are to become independent Powers, ex: 
cising the right of choice and of self-control in 
the determination of their future condition and 
relations with other Powers. 

The United States, in order to put a stop to 
bloodshed in Cuba, and in the interest of a 
neighboring people, proposed their good offices 
to bring the existing contest to a termination. 
The offer not being accepted by Spain on a 
basis which we believed could be received by 
Cuba was withdrawn. It is hoped that thé 
good offices of the United States may yet prove 
advantageous for the settlement of this unhappy 
strife, 

Meanwhile a number of illegal expedition: 
against Cuba have been broken up. It has 
been the endeavor of the Administration to 
execute the neutrality laws in good faith, no 
natter how unpleasant the task, made so by 
sufferings which we have endured from 
ack of like good faith toward us by othe: 
nations. 

On the 26th of March last the United States 
schooner Lizzie Major was arrested on the high 
seas by a Spanish frigate, and two passengers 
taken from it and carried as prisoners to Cuba. 
Representations of these facts were made to 
the Spanish Government as soon as official 
information of them reached Washington. 
The two passengers were set at liberty, and the 
Spanish Government assured the United States 
that the captain of the frigate in making the 
capture had acted without law; that he had 
been reprimanded for the irregularity of his 
conduct, and that the Spanish authorities in 
Cuba would not sanction any act that could 
violate the rights or treat with disrespect t! 
sovereignty of this nation. 


The question of the seizure of the b: 
Mary Lowell at one of the Bahama islands by 
Spanish authorities is now the subject of coi 
respondence between this Government ard 


those of Spain and Great Britain 
The Captain General of Cuba, about May 
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last, issued a proclamation authorizing search 
to be made of vessels on the high seas. Imme- 
diate remonstrance was made against this. 
Whereupon the Captain General issued a new 
proclamation, limiting the right of search to 
vessels of the United States so far asauthor- 
ized under the treaty of 1795. This proclama- 
tion was, however, immediately withdrawn. 

I have always felt that the most intimate 
relations should be cultivated between the 
itepublic of the United States and all inde- 
pendent nations on this continent. It may be 
well worth considering whether new treaties 
between us and them may not be profitably 
entered into, to secure more intimate rela- 
tions, friendly, commercial, and otherwise. 

The subject of an interoceanic canal to con- 
nect the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, through 
the Isthmus of Darien, is one in which com- 
merce is greatly interested. Instructions have 
been given to our minister to the republic of 
the United States of Colombia to endeavor to 
obtain authority for a survey by this Govern- 


nent in orderto determine the practicability of | 


such an undertaking, and acharter for the nght 
of way to build by private enterprise such a 
work if the survey proves it to be practicable. 

In order to comply with the agreement of the 
(United States as to a mixed commission at 
Lima for the adjustment of claims it became 
necessary to send a commissioner and secre- 
tary to Limain August last. No appropriation 
having been made by Congress for this pur- 
pose, it is now asked that one be made cover- 
ing the past and futare expenses of the com- 
mISSION, 

lhe good offices of the United States to 
bring about a peace between Spain and the 
South American republics with which she is 
at war, having been accepted by Spain, Peru, 
and Chili, a congress has been invited to be 
lield in Washington during the present winter. 

A grant has been given to Europeans of an 
exclusive right of transit over the territory of 
Nicaragua, to which Costa Rica has given its 

sent, which, itis alleged, conflicts with vested 
rights of citizens of the United States. The 
lbepartment of State has now this subject 
under consideration. 

The minister of Peru having made repre- 
sentations that there was a state of war between 
Peru and Spain, and that Spain was construct- 
ing in and near New York thirty gun-boats, 


which might be used by Spain in such a way | 


as to relieve the naval foree at Cuba so as to 


operate against Peru, orders were given to | 


prevent their departure. 
having been taken by the representative of the 
Peruvian Government to prevent the depart- 
ure of these vessels, and I not feeling author- 
ized to detain the property of a nation with 
which we are at peace on a mere executive 
order, the matter has been referred to the 
courts to decide. 

The conduct of the war between the allies 
and the republic of Paraguay has made the in- 
‘ercourse with that country so difficult that it 
has been deemed advisable to withdraw our rep- 
resentative from there. 

loward the close of the last Administration a 
convention was signed at London for the settle- 
inent of all outstanding claims between Great 
Britain and the United States, which failed to 


receive the advice and consent of the Senate 


to its ratification. The time and the circum- 


stances attending the negotiation of thattreaty | 


were unfavorable to its acceptance by the peo- 
ple of the United States, and its provisions 
were wholly inadequate for the settlement of 


the grave wrongs that had been sustained by | 


this Government as well as by its citizens. 
The injuries resulting to the United States 
by reason of the course adopted by Great 
ritain during our late civil war in the in- 
creased rates of insurance; in the diminu- 
tion of exports and imports, and other ob- 
structions to domestic industry and produc- 
tion; in its effect upon the foreign commerce 


No further steps | 


Great Britain of our commercial marine; in 
the prolongation of the war and the increased 
cost, both in treasure and in lives, of its sup- 
pression, could not be adjusted and satisfied 
as ordinary commercial claims, which contin- 
ually arise between commercial nations. And 
yet the convention treated them simply as 
such ordinary claims, from which they differ 


more widely in the gravity of their character || 


than in the magnitude of their amount, great 
even as is that difference. Not a word was 
found in the treaty, and not an inference could 
be drawn from it, to remove the sense of the 
unfriendliness of the course of Great Britain 
in our struggle for existence, which had so 
deeply and universally impressed itself upon 
the people of this country. 

Believing that a convention thus miscon- 
ceived in its scope and inadequate in its pro- 
visions would not have produced the hearty, 
cordial settlement of pending questions, which 
alone is consistent with the relations which I 
desire to have firmly established between the 
United States and Great Britain, I regarded 
the action of the Senate in rejecting the treaty 
to have been wisely taken in the interest of 
peace, and as a necessary step in the direction 
of a perfect and cordial friendship between the 
two countries. A sensitive people conscious 
of their power are more at ease under a great 
wrong wholly unatoned than under the restraint 
of a settlement which satisfies neither their 
ideas of justice nor their grave sense of the 
grievance they have sustained. The rejection 
of the treaty was followed by a state of public 
feeling on both sides which I thought not favor- 


‘able to an immediate attempt’at renewed nego- 


tiations. I accordingly so instructed the minis 
ter of the United States to Great Britain, and 
found that my views in this regard were shared 
by her Majesty’s ministers. [ hope that the 
time may soon arrive when thetwo Governments 
can approach the solution of this momentous 
question with anappreciation of what is due to 
the rights, dignity, and honor of each, and with 
the determination not only to remove the causes 
of complaint in the past, but to lay the found- 
ation of abroad principle of public law which 
will prevent future differences and tend to firm 
and continued peace and friendship. 

This is now the only grave question which 
the United States has with any foreign nation. 

The question of renewing a treaty for recip- 
rocal trade between the United States and the 
British provinces on this continent has not been 
favorably considered by the Administration. 
The advantages of such a treaty would be 
wholly in favor of the British producer. 

Ixcept possibly a few engaged in the trade 


| between the two sections no citizen of the 


United States would be benefited by recipro- 


city. Our internal taxation would provea pro- 


tection to the British producer almost equal to 


the protection which our manufacturers now || 


receive from the tariff. Some arrangement, 
however, for the regulation of commercial in- 
tercourse between the United States and the 
Dominion of Canada may be desirable. 

The commission for adjusting the claims of 
the ‘*Hudson Bay and Puget’s Sound Agri- 
cultural Company’’ upon the United States has 
terminated its labors. The award of $650,000 
has been made, and all rights and titles of the 
company on the territory of the United States 
have been extinguished. Deeds for the prop- 
erty of the company have been delivered. An 
appropriation by Congress to meet this sum is 
asked. 


The commissioners for determining the | 


Northwestern land boundary between the Uni- 


ted States and the British possessions, ander | 


the treaty of 1856, have completed their labors, 
and the commission has been dissolved. : 
In conformity with the recommendation of 


Congress, a proposition was early made to the | 


British Government to abolish the mixed courts 
created under the treaty of April 7, 1862, for 
the suppression of the slave trade. The sub- 


ofthe country; in the decrease and transfer to | ject is still under negotiation. 


December 6, 


It having come to my knowledge that 
porate company organized under British lay. 
proposed to land upon the shéres of the Unit, i 
States and to operate there a submarine aid 
under a concession from his Majesty the Bn’ 
peror of the French, of an exclusive right f,, 
twenty years of telegraphic communicati,, 

| between the shores of France and the Unit. 
States, with the very objectionable feature ,; 
subjecting all messages conveyed thereby to {),, 
serutiny and control of the French Goyery. 
ment, I caused the l’rench and British legation: 
_ at Washington to be made acquainted with {),. 
probable policy of Congress on this subject, x 
foreshadowed by the bill which passed the 
Senate in March last. This drew from the rey. 
resentatives of the company an agreement a 
acceptas the basis of their operations the pro: 
_ visions of that bill or of such other enactinen; 
on the subject as might be passed during th. 
approaching session of Congress; also, to ye 
their influence to secure from the French (oy. 
ernment a modification of their concession, sy 
as to permit the landing upon French goj! 9; 
any cable belonging to any company incor. 
porated by the authority of the United States 
or of any State in the Union, and on thei; 
part not to oppose the establishment of any 
such cable. In consideration of this agree. 
ment I directed the withdrawal of all oppo. 
sition by the United States authorities to the 
landing of the cable and to the working 9; 
it until the meeting of Congress. I regret to 
say that there has been no modification made 
in the company’s concession, nor, so far as | 
can learn, have they attempted to secure one, 
Their concession excludes the capital and the 
citizens of the United States from competition 
upon the shores of I’rance. 1 recommend 
legislation to protect the rights of citizens of 
the United States, as well as the dignity and 
sovereignty of the nation, against such an 
assumption. I shall also endeavor to secure 
by negotiation an abandonment of the princi 
ple of monopolies in ocean telegraphic cables. 
Copies of this correspondence are herewith 
furnished. 
| The unsettled political condition of other 
countries less fortunate than our own some: 
times induces their citizens to come to the 
United States for the sole purpose of becom- 
_ing naturalized. Having secured this, they 
return to their native country and reside 
| there without disclosing their change of alle- 
giance. They accept official positions of trust 
or honor which can only be held by citizens 
of their native land ; they journey under pass- 
ports describing them as such citizens, and it 
| 1s only when civil discord, after perhaps years 
of quiet, threatens their persons or their prop- 
erty, or when their native State drafts them 
into its military service, that the fact of their 
change of allegiance is made known. ‘Theyre: 
side permanently away from the United States; 
they contribute nothing to its revenues; they 
-avoid the duties of its citizenship, and they 
only make themselves known by a claim o! 
protection. I have directed the diplomatic 
and consular officers of the United States to 
scrutinize carefully all such claims of protec: 
tion. Thecitizen of the United States, whether 
‘native or adopted, who discharges his duty to 
| his country, is entitled to its complete protec: 
/tion. While I have a voice in the direction 
of affairs I shall not consent to imperil this 
_ sacred right by conferring it upon fictitious of 
fraudulent claimants. 

On the accession of the present Administra: 
tion it was found that the minister for North 

| Germany had made propositions for the nego 
tiation of a convention for the protection 0! 
emigrant passengers, to which no response ha 

been given. It was concluded that to be effec: 
tual all the maritime Powers engaged in the 
trade should join in such a measure. Invita- 
tions have been extended to the Cabinets 0! 
London, Paris, Florence, Berlin, Brussels, 
| The Hague, Copenhagen, and Stockholm, to 
| empower their representatives at Washington 
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+o simultaneously enter into negotiations, and 
+> conclude with the United States conven- 
“ions identical in form, making umform reg- 
lations as to the construction of the parts of 
vessels to be devoted to the use of emigrant 
_assengers; as to the quality and quantity of 
od: asto the medical treatment of the sick, 
nd asto the rules to be observed during the voy- 
ve in order to secure ventilation, to promote 
jcalth, to prevent intrusion, and to protect the 
females, and providing for the establishment 
of tribunals in the several countries for enforc- 
ing such regulations by summary process. 

Your attention is respectfully called to the 
law regulating the tariff on Russian hemp, and 
to the question whether to fix the charges on 
Russian hemp higher than they are fixed upon 
Manilla is not a violation of our treaty with 
Russia, placing her products upon the same 
{yoting with those of the most favored nations. 

Our manufactures are increasing with won- 
Jerful rapidity under the encouragement which 
they now receive. With the improvements in 
machinery already effected and still increasing, 
causing machinery to take the place of skilled 
labor to a large extent, our imports of many 
articles must fall off largely within a very few 
years. Lortunately, too, manufactures are not 
coufined to a few localities as formerly, and 
it is to be hoped will become more and more 
diffused, making the interest in them equal in 
all sections. ‘They give employment and sup- 
port to hundreds of thousands of people at 
home, and retain with us the means which 
otherwise would be shipped abroad. The ex- 
tension of railroads in Europe and the East is 
bringing into competition with our agricul- 
tural products like products of other countries. 

Self-interest, if not self-preservation, there- 
fure dictates caution against disturbing any in- 
dustrial interest of the country. It teaches us 
also the necessity of looking to other markets for 
the sale of our surplus. Ourneighbors south of 
us, and China and Japan, should receive our 
special attention. It will be the endeavor of 
the Administration to cultivate such relations 
with all these nations as to entitle us to their 
contidence, and make it their interest, as well 
us ours,to establish better commercial relations. 

Through the agency of a more enlightened 
policy than that heretofore pursued towards 
China, largely due to the sagacity and efforts 
of one of our own distinguished citizens, the 
world is about to commence largely increased 
relutions with that populousand hitherto exclu- 
sive nation. As the United States have been 
the initiators in this new policy so they should 
be the most earnest in showing their good 
faith in making it a success. In this connection 
| advise such legislation as will forever preclude 
the enslavement of the Chinese upon our soil 
under the name of coolies, and also prevent 
American vessels from engaging in the trans- 
portation of coolies to any country tolerating 
the system. Ialso recommend that the mission 
to China be raised to one of the first class. 

On my assuming the responsible duties of 
Chief Magistrate of the United States it was 
with the conviction that three things were 
essential to its peace, prosperity, and fullest 
development. 
_ First among these is strict integrity in ful- 
lilling all our obligations. Second, to secure 
protection to the person and property of the 
citizen of the United States in each and every 
portion of our common country wherever he 
may choose -to move, without reference to 
original nationality, religion, color, or poli- 
lies, demanding of him only obedience to the 
laws and proper respect for the rights of 

hers. Third, union of all the States, with 
equal rights, indestructible by any constitu- 
ional meaas. 

'o secure the first of these Congress has 
taken two essential steps; first, in declaring, 
by joint resolution, that the public debt shall 
9 paid, principal and interest, in coin; and 
second, by providing the means for paying. 
Providing the means, however, could notsecure 


the object desired, without a proper adminis- 
tration of the laws for the collection of the 
revenues and an economical disbursement of 
them. To this subject the Administration has 
most earnestly addressed itself, with results I 
hope satisfactory to the country. There has 
been no hesitation in changing ollicials in order 
to secure an efficient execution of the laws, 
sometimes, too, where in a mere party view 
undesirable political results were likely to fol- 
low, nor any hesitation in sustaining eflicient 
officials against remonstrances wholly political. 

It may be well to mention here the embar- 
rassment possible to arise from leaving on the 
statute-books the so-called ‘*‘ tenure-of-oflice 
acts,’’ and to earnestly recommend their total 
repeal. It could not have been the intention 
of the framers of the Constitution, when pro- 
viding that appointments made by the Presi- 
dent should receive the consent of the Senate, 
that the latter should have the power to retain 
in office persons placed there by Federal ap- 
pointment against the will of the President. 
The law is inconsistent with a faithful and efli- 
cient administration of the Government. What 
faith can an Executive put in officials forced 
upon him, and those, too, whom he has sus- 
pended for reason? How will such officials be 
likely to serve an Administration which they 
know does not trust them? 

lor the second requisite to our growth and 
prosperity time and a firm but humane admin- 
istration of existing laws—amended from time 
to time as they may prove ineffective or prove 
harsh and unnecessary—are probably all that 
are required. 

The third cannot be attained by special 
legislation, but must be regarded as fixed by 
the Constitution itself, and gradually acquiesced 
in by force of public opinion, 

From the foundation of the Government to 
the present the management of the original 
inhabitants of this continent, the Indians, has 
been a subject of embarrassment and expense, 
and has been attended with continuous rob- 
beries, murders, and wars. I'rom my own 
experience upon the frontiers and in Indian 
countries I do not hold either legislation or 
the conduct of the whites who come most in 
contact with the Indians blameless for these 
hostilities. The past, however, cannot be 
undone, and the question must be met as we 
now find it. 

I have attempted a new policy toward these 
wards of the nation—they cannot be regarded 
in any other light than as wards—with fair re- 
sults so far as tried, and which I hope will be 
attended ultimately with great success. ‘The 
Society of Friends is well known as having 
succeeded in living in peace with the In- 
dians in the early settlement of Pennsylva- 
nia, while their white neighbors of other sects 
in other sections were constantly embroiled. 
They are also known for their opposition 
to all strife. violence, and war, and are gen- 
erally noted for their strict integrity and fair 
dealings. These considerations induced me to 
give the management of a few reservations 
of Indians to them, and to throw the bur- 
den of selection of agents upon the society 
itself. The result bas proven most satisfac- 
tory. It will be found more fully set forth 
in the report of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. For superintendents and [Indian agents 
not on the reservations officers of the Army 
were selected. The reasons for this are 
numerous. Where Indian agents are sent there 
or near there troops must be sentalso. The 
agent and the commander of troops are in- 
dependent of each other, and are subject to 
orders from different departments of the Gov- 
ernment. The Army officer holds a position 
for life; the agent one at the will of the Presi- 
dent. The former is personally interested in 
living in harmony with the Indian, and in 
establishing a permanent peace to the end that 
some portion of his life may be spent within the 
limits of civilized society. The latter has no 

| such personal interest. Another reason is an 
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economic one; and still another, the hold 
which the Government has upon a life officer 
to secure a faithful discharge of duties in car- 
rying out a given policy, 

The building of railroads, and the access 
thereby given to all the agricultural and miu 
eral regions of the country, is rapidly bringing 
civilized settlements iuto contact with all the 
tribes of Indians. No matter what ought to be 
the relations between such settlements and the 
aborigines, the fact is they do not harmonize 
well, and one or the other has to give way in 
the end. A system which looks to the extine- 
tion of a race is too horrible for a nation to 
adopt without entailing upon itself the wrath 
of all Christendom, and engendering in the cit 
izen a disregard for human life and the rights 
of others dangerous to society. I see no sub 
stitute for such a system except iu placing all 
the Indians on large reservations as rapidly as 
it can be done, and giving them absolute pro 
tection there. As soon as they are fitted for it 
they should be induced to take their lands in 
severalty and to set up territorial governments 
for their own protection. For full details on 
this subject I call your special attention to the 
reports of the Secretary of the Interior and 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

The report of the Secretary of War shows 
the expenditures of the War Department for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1869, to be 
$80,644,042, of which $23,882,310 was dis- 
bursed in the payment of debts contracted dur- 


'ing the war, and is not chargeable to current 


Army expenses. His estimate of $34,531,031 
for the expenses of the Army for the next fis 
cal year is as low as it is believed can be relied 
on. The estimates of bureau officers have 
been carefully scrutinized and reduced where 
ever it has been deemed practicable. If, how- 
ever, the condition of the country should be 
such by the beginning of the next fiscal year 
as to admit of a greater concentration of 
troops, the appropriation asked for will not be 
expended. 

The appropriations estimated for for river 
and harbor improvements and for fortifications 
are submitted separately. Whatever amoun 
Congress may deem proper to appropriate for 
these purposes will be expended. 

The recommendation of the General of the 
Army that appropriations be made for the forts 
at Boston, Portland, New York, Philadelphia, 
New Orleans, and San ['rancisco, if for no 
other, isconcurred in. I also ask your special 
attention to the recommendation of the gen- 
eral commanding the military division of the 
Pacific, for the sale of the seal islands of St. 
Paul and St. George, Alaska territory, and 
suggest that it either be complied with or that 
legislation be had for the protection of the seal 
fisheries, from which a revenue should be 
derived. 

The report of the Secretary of War contains 
a synopsisof the reports of the heads of bureaus. 
of the commanders of military divisions, and 
of the districts of Virginia, Mississippi, and 
Texas, and the report of the General of the 
Army in full. The recommendations therein 
contained have been well considered and are 
submitted for youraction. | however call special 
attention to the recommendation of the chief 
of ordnance for the sale of arsenals and lands 
no longer of use to the Government. Also to 
the recommendation of the Secretary of War, 
that the act of the 3d of March, 1869, prohib 
iting promotions and appointments in the stati 
corps of the Army be repealed. The extent of 
country to be garrisoned and the number of 
military posts to be oecupied is the same with 
a reduced army as with a large one. The 
number of staff officers required is more di 
pendent upon the latter than the former con 
dition. 

The report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
accompanying this, shows the condition of 
the Navy when this Administration came into 
oflice and the changes made since. Stren- 
uous efforts have been made to place as many 
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vessels “‘in commission,’’ or render them fit 
for service if required, as possible, and to sub- 
titute the sail for steam while cruising, thus 
materially reducing the expenses of the Navy 
and adding greatly to its efficiency. Looking 
to our future [ recommend a liberal though 
not extravagant policy toward this branch of 
the public service. 

The report of the Postmaster General fur- 
nishes a clear and comprehensive exhibit of 
the operations of the postal service and of the 
financial condition of the Post Office Depart- 
ment. 

The ordinary postal revenues for the year 
ending June 30, 1869, amounted to $18,344,510, 
and the expenditures to $23,698,131, showing 
an excess of expenditures over receipts of 
$5,353,620. The excess of expenditures over 
receipts for the previous year amounted to 
$15,437,992, The increase of revenues for 
1869 over those of 1868 was $2,051,909, and 
the increase of expenditures was $967,538. 
‘The increased revenue in 1869 exceeded the 
increased revenue in 1868 by $996,336; andthe 
increased expenditure in 1869 was $2,527,570 
less than the increased expenditure in 1868 ; 
vhowing by comparison this gratifying feature 
of improvement, that while the increase of 
expenditures over the increase of receipts in 
1868 was $2,439,535, the increase of receipts 
over the increase of expenditures in 1869 was 
$1,084,37 
_ Your attention is respectfully called to the 
recommendations made by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral for authority to change the rate of com- 
pensation to the main-trunk railroad lines for 
their services in carrying the mails; for having 
post-route maps executed; for reorganizing 
and increasing the efficiency of the special 
agency service; for increase of the mail ser- 
vice on the Pacific, and for establishing mail 
service under the flag of the Union on the 
Atlantic. And most especially do I call your 
attention to his recommendation for the total 
abolition of the franking privilege. Thisisan 
abuse from which no one receives a commen- 
surate advantage ; it reduces the receipts for 
postal service from twenty-five to thirty per 
cent., and largely increases the service to be 
performed. ‘The method by which postage 
should be paid upon public matter is set forth 
fully in the report of the Postmaster General. 

The report of the Secretary of the Interior 
shows that the quantity of public lands dis- 
posed of during the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1869, was 7,666,152 acres, exceeding 
that of the preceding year by 1,010,409 acres. 
Of this amount 2,899,544 acres were sold for 
eash, and 2,787,365 acres entered under the 
homestead laws. The remainder was granted 
to aid in the construction of works of inter- 
nal improvement, approved to the States as 
swamp land, and located with warrants and 
scrip. The cash receipts from all sources 
were $4,472,886, exceeding those of the pre- 
ceding year $2,840, 140. 

During the last fiscal year 23,196 names 


were added to the pension-rolls, and 4,876 | 


dropped therefrom, leaving at its close 187,963. 

The amount paid to pensioners, including 
the compensation of disbursing agents, was 
$28,422,884, an increase of $4,411,902 on 
that of the previous year. The munificence 
of Congress has been conspicuously mani- 
fested in its legislation for the soldiers and 

ilors who suffered in the recent struggle 
to maintain “that unity of government which 
ma es us one people.’’ The additions to 
the pension-rolls of each successive year, 
since the conclusion of hostilities, result, in a 
great degree, from the repeated amendments 
of the act of 14th of July, 1862, which extended 
its provisions to cases not falling within its 
original scope. The large outlay which is thus 
occasioned is further increased by the more 
liberal allowance bestowed since that date 
upon those who in the line of duty were wholly 
or permanently disabled. 

Public opinion has given an emphatic sanc- 


tion to these measures of Congress, and it will 
be conceded that no part of our public burden 
is more cheerfully borne than that which is 
imposed by this branch of the service. It ne- 
cessitates for the next fiscal year, in addition 
to the amount justly chargeable to the naval 
pension fund, an appropriation of $30,000,000. 

During the year ending the 3Uth of Septem- 
ber, 1869, the Patent Office issued 13,762 
patents, and its receipts were $686,389, being 
$213,826 more than the expenditures. 

I would respectfully call your attention to 
the recommendation of the Secretary of the 
of the Interior for uniting the duties of super- 
vising the education of freedmen with the 
other dutiesdevolving upon the Commissioner 
of Education. 

If it is the desire of Congress to make the 
census which must be taken during the year 
1870 more complete and perfect than hereto- 
fore I would suggest early action upon any 
plan that may be agreed upon. 


As Congress at the last session appointed 


a committee to take into consideration such 


measures as might be deemed proper in refer- | 


ence to the census, and to report a plan, I 
desist from saying more. 


I recommend to your favorable consideration 


the claims of the Agricultural Bureau for lib- 
eral appropriations. In a country so diversified 


in climate and soil as ours, and with a popula- | 


tion so largely dependent upon agriculture, the 


benefits that can be conferred by properly fos- | 


tering this bureau are incaleulable. 


I desire respectfully to call the attention of | 


Congress to the inadequate salaries of a num- 


ber of the most important officers of the Gov- 
In this message I will not enumerate | 
them, but will specify only the justices of the | 


ernment. 


Supreme Court. No change has been made 
in their salaries for fifteen years. 


largely increased, and the expenses of living 
have at least doubled. During the same time 
Congress has twice found it necessary to in- 
crease largely the compensation of its own 
members; and the duty which it .owes to 
another department of the Government de- 


serves, and will undoubtedly receive, its due | 
| consideration. 


There are many subjects not alluded to in 
this message which might with propriety be 
introduced, but I abstain, believing that your 
patriotism and statesmanship will suggest the 
topics and the legislation most conducive to 
the interests of the whole people. On my 
part I promise a rigid,adherence to the Jaws 
and their strict enforcement. 

U.S. GRANT. 
Executive Mansion, 

Wasuincton, D. C., December 6, 1869. 
PRINTING PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, ETC. 
Mr. DAWES. I move that the megsage of 
the President of the United States and the 
accompanying documents be referred to the 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, and be ordered to be printed. After 
this motion shall have been disposed of I shall 
move the printing of a number of extra copies, 
which motion will of course go to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, 


_the message of the President of the United 


States, with the accompanying documents, will 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole onthe 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


There was no objection; and the motion of | 


Mr. Dawes was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. I move that thirty thousand 
extra copies of the annual message of the Pres- 
ident of the United States, with the accompa- 
nying documents, be ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. That motion will be 
referred, under the law, to the Committee on 
Printing. 

REPORT OF SECRETARY OF TREASURY. 

The SPEAKER. Theannual report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury is at the Speaker’ s 


| business. 


December § 

2 

desk, and if there be no objection it wij 

read. * 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Let it be reg, 
and printed without reading. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 4 
reading? : 
Several members objected. 

ADMISSION OF ALABAMA MEMBuks, 
Mr. WOOD. I rise to a question of py; 


ilege. I move that the three members fro, 
Alabama be now sworn in. , 

Mr. PAINE. I move as an amendment ;, 
that motion that the credentials of the thre, 
gentlemen claiming seats from the State ,; 
Alabama be referred to the Committee of [.|Jpo. 
tions. I regret exceedingly that I did not asi 
the sense of the House upon the motion | 
made some time ago. I shall now insist yno, 
ascertaining the sentiment of the House upon 
this amendment; and upon the amendmpy, 
together with the original motion [ demay,) 
the previous question. 

Mr. WOOD. I believe I have the floor, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Now 
York has the floor. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I believe thi, 
is a question of the highest privilege that cay 
be presented to this House. We have thr, 
gentlemen here who have the certificates 
their election, against whom there are no a)| 
gations of disqualification in any way; and | 
now, sir, demand that they shall be sworn j 
under the rule. ‘To send them to the Coy 
mittee of Elections is virtually to leave then 
off the roll for months and months with thei; 
constituency unrepresented—is an act of injus 
tice I hope this House will not perpetrate. | 
think, sir, that the chairman of that committ 
cannot with propriety, in view of the fact t) 
it has eighteen or twenty contested elect 


erred 


—_ i| cases before it now, desire to add still fartl: 
Within that time the labors of the court have |! 


to its duties and burdens and thus delay t! 
action we are entitled to in these cases, | 


_ hope, therefore, that he will not insist on | 


motion. He cannot allege—I ask him tod 
so if he can—a single objection to either « 
these gentlemen. ‘Their seats are not e\ 


contested, so far as this House knows, a 


there is no just ground for the reference o! 


| their cases to the Committee of Elections. || 
| do so would be contrary to the practice and 


precedents of the House in like cases. | 1 


| new my demand, then, that these members 


shall be sworn in as they present themselves 
for that purpose. I make the motion, and 
demand the previous question. 

Mr. PAINE. I move to lay that motion 
on the table, as I understand that my amend 


| ment has not been entertained. 


The SPEAKER. It was not entertained. 

Mr. PAINE. Then I shall ask the House 
only to vote down the demand for the previous 
question. 

The'House divided ; and there were—ayes 4°, 
noes 84. 

So the House refused to sustain the demand 


| for the previous question. 


Mr. PAINE. [I now move that these cr 
dentials be referred to the Committee of El 
tions; and I wish to say to the House that 
is the furthest from my purpose to delay actior 
The object I had in view in the remarks | 
made this morning was to remove these cast: 
from the House, to be disposed of before the 
committee, and in this way expedite the pub! 
I demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were oi<ered. 

‘The question was then taken ; and was | 


I demand the yeas an: 


| cided in the affirmative—yeas 12, nays 49), not 
' voting 29; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs.Allison, Ambier, Ames, Armstro! 
Arnell, Asper, Bailey, Bear «n, Benjamin, Benn 
Benton, Bingham, Slair, Pvyd, George M. Bro . 
Buck, Buflinton. Buckl.y, Burdett, Barcham 
Benjamin IF. Pviter, Rouerick R. Butler, Cess 
Churchill, C’arwe, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. ¢ 
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. Cook, Conger, Cowles.Cullom, Davis, Dawes, 
’ Dixon, Dockery, Doniey, Duval, Dyer, 
“worth, Ferriss, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fisher, 


1. Cilfillan, Hale, Hamilton, Hawkins, Haw- 
tT y Heaton, Hill, Hoar, Hoge, Hooper, Inger- 
jenckes, Alexander H. Jones, Judd, Kelley, 
+ Kelsey, Ketcham, Knapp, Laflin, Lash, 
ence, Logan, Loughridge, Maynard, McCarthy, 
ry. MeGrew, Mercur, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse 
Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, 
“vac. Negley, O’Neill Orth, Packard, Packer, 
yo. Palmer, Peters, Phelps, Pomeroy, Prosser, 
i *\ford, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, Shanks, Lionel 
\ Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, John A. Smith, William 
snith, Worthington C. Smith, William Smyth, 
rkweather, Stevens, Stevenson, Stokes, Stough- 
- Strickland, Strong, Taffe, Tanner, Tillman, 
wwnsend, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Van Horn, 
‘ard, Cadwalader C. Washburn, William B. Wash- 
rn, Welker, Wheeler, W hittemore, W ilkinson, Wil- 
-d. Williams, John T. Wilson, and Witcher—129. 
VAYS—Messrs. Adams, Archer, Axtell, Beck, 
ox. Bird, James Brooks, Burr, Cleveland, Cox, 
hee Dickinson, Eldridge, Fitch, Getz, Greene, 
faldeman, Hamill, Hoag, Johnson,Thomas L. Jones, 
orr, Knott, Marshall, McCormick, McNeely, Mor- 
» Morrissey. Mungen, Niblack, Potter, Reading, 
eves, Rice, Rogers, Schumaker, Slocum, Joseph 
~ Smith, Stiles, Stone, Strader, Swann, Van Trump, 
rhees, Wells, Eugene M. Wilson, Winchester, 
vood, and Woodward—49. 
VOT VOTING—Messrs. Banks, Barnum, Beatty, 
sles, Bowen, Cake, Calkin, Deweese, Ela, Fox, 
Jolladay, Griswold, Haight, Hambleton, Holman, 
iiopkins, Hotchkiss, Julian, Lynch, Mayham, Wil- 
m Moore, Poland, Randall, Roots, Scofield, 
sweeney, Lrimble, Van Auken, and Winans—29. 


So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PAINE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
noved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
n the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ADMISSION OF DELEGATES 

Mr. SARGENT. The credentials of J. I. 
(Haves, elected as Delegate from the Terri- 

ry of New Mexico, and of Se.vcivs Gar- 
icLDE, elected as Delegate from Washington 
erritory, are in the hands of the Clerk, and 
| move that those gentlemen be now sworn in. 

fhe SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 

t all the gentlemen who have presented 

h credentials, and against whom there are 

bjections, present themselves to be sworn 
torether, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I would move that the 

ntleman elected asa Delegate from Wyo- 
ing Territory, Mr. NucKou.s, be sworn in. 

[he following gentlemen then qualified by 
iking the oaths prescribed by the Constitu- 
on and the act of July 2, 1862: 

J. Prancisco Cuaves, Delegate from New 
Mexico; JAMES M. Cavanauau, Delegate from 
Montana; StepHen F. Nucxouus, Delegate 
from Wyoming; SeLucius GARFIELDE, Dele- 
gate from Washington. 


Crary, 


\ 


NINTH CENSUS. 

Mr. STOKES, from the select Committee 
on the Ninth Census, reported a bill (H. R. 
No, 424) to provide for taking the ninth cen- 

is of the United States, to fix the number of 
members of the House of Representatives, and 
to provide for their future apportionment 
among the several States; which was read a 
lirst and second time, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. STOKES. I move thatthe bill be made 
‘he special order for Wednesday next after the 
morning hour, and from day to day thereafter 
until disposed of; and on that motion I de- 
inand the previous question. 

lhe previous question was seconded and the 
iain question ordered; and under the opera- 
ion thereof Mr. Stokes’s motion was agreed to. 
_ Mr. STOKES moved to reconsider the vote 
‘y which the bill was made a special order; 
id also moved that the motion to reconsider 
e laid on the table. 

| he latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STOKES. I am also instructed by the 

tmmittee to ask that their report, which is to 
‘ccompany the bill, may be printed. 

it was so ordered. 


REPRESENTATION OF VIRGINIA. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


I rise to a privileged 
question, 


quest I present a joint resolution and ask 
‘hat it be read for action at the present time. 
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The joint resolution (H. R. No. 76) declaring 
Virginia entitled to representation in Congress 
was read a first and second time. 

The preamble to the joint resolution recites 
that the people of Virginia have adopted a 
constitution republican in form, and have in 
all respects conformed to the requirements of 
the act of Congress authorizing the submission 
of the constitutions of Virginia, Mississippi, 
and Texas to a vote of the people, and author- 
izing the election of State oflicers provided by 
the said constitutions, and members of Con- 
gress, approved April 10, 1869. 

The resolution declares that the State of 
Virginia is entitled to representation in the 
Congress of the United States. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I rise to a question of 
order. I submit that that is not a privileged 
question. 

The SPEAKER. Doesthe gentleman from 
Illinois report the joint resolution from the 
Committee on Reconstruction? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Ido not; I offer it 
myself. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 
point of order made by the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Bensamin.] ‘The resolution is 
not privileged. If it came from the Commit- 
tee on Reconstruction, which is authorized to 
report at any time, it would be privileged; 
offered by an individual member it is not privi- 
leged. 

Mr. CULLOM. I move that the resolution 
be referred to the Committee on Reconstruc- 
tion; and on that motion I demand the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have always sup- 
posed that any question involving the right of 
a State to representation in Congress is a ques- 
tion of the highest privilege. 

TheSPEAKER. The decision of the Chair 
is not open to debate. The question is on 
seconding the demand for the previous ques- 
tion on the motion of the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, [Mr. CuL.om. ] 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the motion of Mr. CULLOM was 
agreed to, and the joint resolution was referred 
to the Committee on Reconstruction. 

VIRGINIA AND MISSISSIPPI MEMBERS. 

Mr. PAINE. I rise to a question of privi- 
lege. I present the credentials of William 
Milnes, jr., claiming a seat as a Representative 
from the sixth congressional district of Vir- 
ginia; and in order to cover all such cases I 
offer the following resolution, on which I de- 
mand the previous guestion : 

Resolved, That all credentials of persons claiming 
the right to represent the people of Virginia and 


Mississippi in this House be referred, when pre- 
sented, to the Committee of Elections. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. Paine] why he does not 
in this resolution include Texas ? 

Mr. BURR. I would like to ask the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin a question. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Wisconsin yield tothe gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Burr?] 

Mr. PAINE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BURR. I desire to ask the chairman 
of the Committee of Elections, of which com- 
mittee I have the honor to be a member, 
whether he thinks the committee will be able 
to get through the labor already devolved upon 
them without asking the House to throw upon 
us additional work ? 

Mr. PAINE. Mr. Speaker, we havean un- 
usual number of cases before the Committee 
of Elections, a larger number I believe than 
has ever been before the committee in any for- 
mer Congress ; and I admit that it will require 
almost incessant labor on the part of the mem- 
bers of the committee to do the work devolved 
upon them. But for one | am determined to 
do all in my power to bring to a conclusion 
early inthis session the cases which are before 

| the committee and which may come before it 
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for a careful and just consideration. What 
the result will be I of course cannot answer. 

Mr. BURR. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me 
that the inevitable effect of sending any case 
to the Committee of Elections is to say in effeet 
that that case shall not be heard from again 
unless it be heard from to the exclusion of al} 
the cases already there, for by the speed we are 
now making we cannot get through with those 
cases during the present session. 

Mr. PAINK. My colleague will understand 
where there is a formal reference of a case 
merely on credentials the Committee of Elec- 
tions always considers that as calling for its 
meeting and the disposition of such a case sum- 
marily. The result will be, I have no doubt, 
that the cases referred from the State of Ala- 
bama will be entertained by the committee to- 
morrow morning, and reported on when the 
Louse meets to-morrow,and immediately there- 
after decided; and so with any case from Vir- 
ginia, unless there are important questions 
involved. Lregard the reference as tending 
to expedite rather than retardsthe business of 
the House. 

Mr. BURR. I ask the chairman of the 
committee whether the Georgia cases were not 
of that character—referred formally, as the 
chairman says, to be readily disposed of—and 
whether they are not still pending before that 
committee ? 

Mr. PAINE. I do not know whether the 
House wishes to hear a history of the Georgia 
cases, but I cannot stop to give it. I wish to 
say, however, that there is something more 
than the mere question of formality involved in 
the cases from the State of Georgia. My col- 
league well knows that there is a graver ques- 
tion underlying those cases. I demand the 
previous question. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Why does not the gen- 
tleman include the Texas cases ? 

Mr. PAINK. I will answer that questior 
and then demand the previous question. It is 
because matters have not progressed far enough 
in Texas to make it important to include the 
cases from that State just now. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. PAINE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ION. M. C 


Mr. PAINE. I have still another question 
of privilege, and offer the following resolution 
for reference to the Committee of Elections. 
I do so inasmuch as the rules would require 
this unless the unanimous confent of the House 
was given, and [amunwilling to ask unani- 
mous consent of the House because I have not 
consulted with Mr. Kerr, who is referred toin 
this resolution, and do not know whether he 
would consent. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Hon. Micnuan. C. Kerr be au 
thorized to act as a member of the Committee of 


Elections in the consideration of the pending con 
tested-election eases from the State of Louisiana. 


KERR. 


The resolution was referred. 
CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 

Mr. PAINE.. I submit the following reso- 
lution, and demand the previous question: 

Resolved, That the trial of a contested-election 
case is a judicial proceeding, and ought, like other 
judicial proceedings, be exempt from petsonal ancl 
partisan considerations and influences. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
trine or an old one? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. J 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. COX. I demand the yeas and nays on 
the motion. 

Mr. CULLOM. [Irise toa point of order. 
The point I take is that the question is not a 
privileged one, and cannot be entertained with- 


‘Is that a new doc- 


move to lay the 


| out unanimous consent. 








i6 


The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair decides that 
this is not a question of privilege, and that the 
resolution cannot be entertained without a sus- 
pension of the rules. 

Mr. PAINE. I mové to suspend the rules 
in order that the resolution may be entertained. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I hope the rules will be 
suspended, because this resolution is the best 
thing that ever came from my colleague, [ Mr. 
Paine.] [ Laughter. | 

Mr. BROOKS. I demand the yeas and nays 
on suspending the rules. 

‘The yeas and navs were ordered. 

Mr. PAINE. If not too late I will withdraw 
the resolution. 

Mr. COX. I object. 

fhe SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Parye] bas aright to withdraw the 
resolution, and it is not now before the House. 

Mr. COX. I desire to renew the resolution 
as coming from this side of the House. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Cox] has not the floor for that 
purpose. 

FREE BANKING SYSTEM. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 425) supple- 
mentary to an act entitled ‘‘An act to provide 
a national currency secured by pledge of Uni- 
ted States bonds, and to provide for the cir- 
culation and redemption thereof,’’ approved 
June 3, 1864, and for the purpose of establish- 
ing a free banking system; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency. 

PORK AND BEEF PACKING. 

Mr. JUDD, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 426) to construe that 
part of the internal revenue laws relative to 
manufactures so as to exempt pork and beef 
packing from being classed as a manufacture; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


HARBORS IN MICIITIGAN, 


Mr. FERRY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 427) making appro- 
priations for certain harbors in the State of 
Michigan ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed, 

SOLDIERS’ MONUMENT IN ILLINOIS. 

Mr. CREBS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 428) to aid in building 
a soldiers’ monument at Mound City, Illinois ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I understand that the an- 
nual report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
has not been disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. It is upon the Speaker's 
table. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move that it be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means and 
printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. SCHENCK, (at 
three o’clock and fifteen minutes p. m.,) the 
House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 

By Mr. BENJAMIN: The petition of Robert 
Ii. Browne, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The petition of 
Ann Milne, mother of Joseph S. N ilne, late a 
second lieutenant in the first regiment Rhode 
Island light infantry in the late war, praying 
for a pension. 

Also, the petition of John North, United 
States consul at Hilo, Hawaiian Islands, for 
compensation for past services. 

Also, a resolution adopted at a meeting of 
the South Bristol Medical Society, favoring 


the passage of a law whereby the medical offi- 


cers of the Navy shall hold position therein as 


line officers. 

By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: The petition 
of Stephen M. Blake, of Sauk county, Wiscon- 
sin, for a pension. 


Also, the petition of John T. Harrison, late 


of the third regiment Wisconsin volunteer in- 
fantry, for back pension. 

Also, the petition of Charles Hudson, of 
Grant county, Wisconsin, for relief. 

By Mr. FARNSWORTH: The petition of 
I. Morton, Jesse Oatman, and others, of Dun- 
dee, Lllinois, for repeal of duty on hides. 

Also, the petition of A. Ball and others, of 
Malta, Illinois, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. FERRY: The petition of J. M. 
Nevins, Jacob Marrs, William H. Dickey, and 
180 others, of Barry county, Michigan, pray- 
ing for the repeal of the duty on hides and 
leather. 

By Mr. KERR: The petition of A. G. 
Latham, Thomas W. Walker, and others, for 
removal of tariff duties on imported coals, &c. 


By Mr. NIBLACK:: The memorial of Mor- 


gan, Read & Co., and a number of others, | 


abolition or reduction of the duty on hides. 
Also, the memorial of John 8. Stuckey and 
109 others, citizens of Evansville, Indiana, 
making the same request. 
By Mr. PACKARD: A petition of citizens 


of Michigan City, Indiana, for the removal of | 


duties on hides. 
By Mr. SCHENCK: A remonstrance of 9 
citizens of the ninth district of Kentucky 


against the admission of Jonun W. Rice to a | 


seat in the lorty-l’irst Congress. 
By Mr. TWICHELL: The memorial of Mrs. 
C. Lanber. 
By Mr. 


UPSON: The petition of J. C. 
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are now taxed. I believe that Oregon 
Washington Territory, and perhaps Ma‘y, 
the only States interested in this subject, 
petitioners ask that the tax on canned salmo, 
be removed. They say that the same reugo,. 
which induced Congress to remove the Other 
tax ought in justice to induce them to remoy : 
this tax also. It isa great burden to then, , 

be compelled to affix stamps as now required 

and as they conceive it is unjust. In cone. 
tion with this subject I shall presently ask “ns 

to introduce a bill and at the proper {j 
move its reference to the Committee 

Finance. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of , 
committee appointed by a convention of ¢j;. 
zens of Alabama, praying @ grant of certa) 
lands to the Tennessee and Coosa railroad tj. 
same as originally granted by the act of (op. 
gress approved June 3, 1856; which wa 
ordered to lie on the table. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CARPENTER asked, and by unayi. 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce 


aud 
‘5 &re 
1 hese 


me 


| bill (S. No, 290) to secure and protect thy 


citizens of Evansville, Indiana, praying for the || freedom of transit within the United States; 


| which was read twice by its title, and ordered 


Delamater and 18 others, soldiers of the war of || 


1812, for pensions. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, December 7, 1869. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- | 


MAN, D. D. 

Hon. WititiamM Spracue, from the State of 
Rhode Island, and Hon. Tuomas F. Bayarp, 
from the State of Delaware, appeared in their 
seats to-day. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 

Senate a letter from the Secretary of State, 


asking an appropriation for publishing the laws | 


of the United States passed at the first ses- 
sion of the Forty-First Congress; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also laid before the Senate a report from 


the Surgeon General, communicating a copy | 


| of a contract made with the Providence Hos- 

| pital for the care of transient paupers during 
the year ending June 30, 1870; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a letter from the executive 
secretary of the State of Connecticut, inclosing 
an act of the Legislature of that State author- 
izing the cession of all interests of that State 


to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I ask leave to intro. 
duce a bill, without previous notice, entitle 
a bill (S. No, 291) to encourage and promote 
the International and Industrial Exhibition ty 
be held in Washington city in the year 187), 
The bill is accompanied by a memorial signed 
by O. O. Howard, W. W. Corcoran, HH. |), 
Cooke, and twenty-four other leading citizen: 
of Washington, which I shall ask to have 
printed and referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia as soon as that comwit- 


| tee shall be appointed. 


There being no objection, leave was grante:| 
to introduce the bill ; which was read twice hy 
its title, and ordered to lie on the table, and | 
printed. 

Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (s. 
No. 292) to authorize and provide for a build 
ing suited to the use of the post office, the 
revenue officers, and the judicial officers o/ 
the United States in the city of Leavenworth, 
in the State of Kansas; which was read twice 


| by its title, and ordered to lie on the table, aud 


be printed. 
Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (s. 


| No. 293) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to 


protect all persons in the United States in their 


| civil rights and to furnish the means of their 
| vindication,’’ passed April 9, 1866; which was 
|| read twice by its title, and ordered to lie ou 


the table, and be printed. 
He also asked, and by unanimous consent 


| obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 24 


in the Soldiers’ National Cemetery at Gettys- | 


burg; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. CONKLING. I present the petition | 


of Mr. J. H. Merrill, a volunteer in the Mex- 
ican war, asking relief, and move that it lie on 


to reorganize the medical, pay, and engineer 
corps of the United States Navy, and to regu: 
late and fix their absolute rank, uniform, &c.: 
which was read twice by its title, and ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bi! 
(S. No. 295) to amend the banking law ani 


| to promote the resumption of specie payments; 


| which was read twice by its title. 


the table, to go to the Committee on Claims | 


when that committee shall be constituted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
table until the committees are appointed. 

Mr. CORBETT. I hold in my hand a peti- 
tion from a number of citizens of the State of 
Oregon, and also of the Territory of Washing- 
ton, in relation to the tax on canned salmon. 
They set forth that the tax upon shell-fish and 
upon preserved meats and preserved fruits has 
been removed, but by some mistake canned 

‘ fish were not included, and so canned salmon 


It will lie onthe | 


Mr. SUMNER. At the proper time I sha! 
ask the reference of this bill to the Committ 
on Finance; and if I can have the attento! 
of my honorable friend, the chairman of (hs 


| committee, I should like now, as | have ve 


tured to introduce the bill, to specify for ls 
consideration seven different reasons in fas 
of it. It will take me only one minute. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 should like to have the 
bill read if the Senator has no objection. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; 1 should lik 
to have it read. I think it is an importa 
proposition. It is very brief, consisting 0 
only one section. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
will report the bil! in full. 


The Secretary 
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The Secretary read as follows: 
mn, it enacted, &c., Thatso much of the banking act 
At mits the issue of bills to $300,000,000 is hereby 
ae and existing banks may be enlarged and 
OT banks may be organized at the discretion of the 
Deeetary of the Treasury; but no more bills than 
‘now authorized by the banking act shall here- 
er be issued unless the Secretary of the Treasury 
+ he time of their issue can and does cancel and 
vray g like amount of legal tenders; and the 
rease of bank bills hereby authorized shall not 
ced $50,000,000 a year, which amount shall be so 
ributed by the Secretary of the Treasury as to 
aalize as near 2s possible the banking interest of 
; se different States. 

\r. SUMNER. Now, Mr. President, I wish 
t this moment merely to indicate the reasons 
» favor of that proposition : ; 

1. It willcreate ademand for national bonds, 

i to this extent fortify the national credit. 

», It will tend to satisfy those parts of the 
country, especially at the South and West, 
where currency and banks are wanting, and 

is arrest a difficult question. 

It will not expand or contract the cur- 
ency, so that the opposite parties on these 
juestions May support it. 

'4, Under it the banks will gradually 
strengthen themselves and prepare to resume 
specie payments. 

5. It will give the South and West the op- 
portunity to organize banks, and will interest 
those parts of the country to this extent in the 
national securities and the national banking 
system, by which both will be strengthened. 

§. It will within a reasonable time relieve 
the country of the whole greenback system, 
and thus dispose of an important question. 

7. It will hasten the return to specie pay- 
ments. 

Now, I believe every one of these reasons is 
valid, and I commend them to my excellent 
friend from Ohio. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
on the table for the present, and be ordered to 
e printed. 

Mr. CORBETT asked, and by unanimous 

sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 296) to amend existing laws relating to 

ternal revenue; which was read twice by its 
tle, and ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

Mr. THAYER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 297) to create a port of entry and delivery 
at Omaha, State of Nebraska; which was read 
twice by its title, and ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

Mr. MORTON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 69) declaring the State 
of Virginia restored to her normal relations to 
the Union and Government of the United 
States, and entitled to representation in Con- 
gress; which was read twice by its title, and 
ordered to’ lie on the table, and be printed. 

APPOINTMENTS TO OFFICE, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. LIask leave to introduce 

a bill of which I gave notice at the last session 
of Congress. 
_Leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 298) to relieve members of Congress from 
importunity and preserve the independence of 
the Departments of the Government; which 
was read the first time by its title. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask for the second 
reading of the bill at length. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
read in full. 

Che Secretary read as follows: 

Be it enacted, &e., That any member of Congress, 
os Delegate from a Territory, who shall directly or 
indirectly solicit or recommend the appointment to 
oftice by the President or the heads of Departments 
ot any persen, or who shall solicit or recommend the 
juployment of any person in any of the Executive 
‘Spartments, except such recommendation be in 
Writing in response to a written request from the 

resident or head of a Department asking inform- 
‘tion, or by a Senator in giving his advice and consent 
in the manner provided in the Constitution, shall be 
enilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof 
rall be fined not exceeding $1,000 for each offense. 
nd it shall not be lawful for the President or the 

ad of any Department to appoint to office or em- 


41st Cona. 2p Szss.—No. 2. 


exe 


The bill will lie | 


ploy in his Department any person who shall be 
hereafter directly orindirectly recommended therefor 
by any member of Congress, or Delegate from a Ter- 
ritory, except in the manner hereinbefore excepted. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, as that 
bill will have to await the formation of the 
committees before it can be referred, and is 
perhaps of somewhat a novel character, I will 
beg the attention of the Senate for a few mo- 
ments while I briefly explain its provisions and 
the objects sought to be obtained by its enact- 
ment. 

That some reform is necessary in the man- 
ner of appointing and removing Federal offi- 
cers is very generally conceded. A civil-ser- 
vice bill has been proposed which should make 
the appointment to office depend on the fitness 
of the applicant, to be determined by a board 
of examiners; but the difficulty of organizing 
such a board, which should itself be beyond 
partisan control, and of giving practical effect 
to such a law, has hitherto prevented its pas- 
sage. 

In the organization of our Government it 
was thought important, in order to prevent the 
abuse and unwarranted assumption of power 
by those intrusted with its administration, that 
the powers of Government should be divided up. 
No peopleare secure in their liberties whointrust 
all the powers of government either to asingle 
person ora single body of persons, be they few 
ormany. Oursisemphatically aGovernment of 
checks and balances, upon the proper mainte- 
nance of which the perpetuation of our repub- 
lican system essentially depends. By the Fede- 
ral Constitution, as well as by the constitutions 
of the several States, the powers of Govern- 
ment are distributed between three depart- 
ments, each of which in the exercise of its 
legitimate functions is independent of the 
others, and each is subject to be restrained by 
the others when it assumes to exercise unwar- 
ranted authority. Some of the State constitu- 
tions, after dividing the powers of government 
into legislative, executive, and judicial depart- 
ments, contain positive prohibitions against 
the exercise of any of the powers properly 
belonging to one by either of the others. 

While the Constitution of the United States 
in general terms vests the legislative powers of 
the United States in a Congress, the executive 
powers in a President, and the judicial powers 
in courts, it does not so absolutely inhibit the 
exercise of any part of the powers of the one 
by another as is done by some of the State 
constitutions in regard to State affairs. On 
the contrary, the appointment to office, which 
is properly an executive function under the 
Federal Constitution, is not given exclusively 
to the executive department of the Govern- 
ment. Indeed, neither the President nor any 
head of a Department can appoint an officer 
in any case without the consent of Congress 
or the advice and consent of the Senate. The 
constitutional provision on this subject declares 
that the President shall nominate, and, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
appoint all officers of the United States, except 
President, Vice President, Senators and Rep- 
resentatives, and the officers of the two House: 
of Congress. The most which the Constita- 
tion authorizes the President to do by himself 
is to fill up a vacancy which happens in an 
office during the recess of the Senate till the 
end of its next session. All the other powers 
which the President, the courts of law, or the 
heads of Departments exercise in the appoint 
ment of officers are conferred upon them by 
acts of Congress, under that clause of the Con- 
stitution which declares that Congress ‘‘ may 
by law vest the appointment of such inferior 
officers as they think proper in the President 
alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of 
Departments.”’ 

Practically, however, appointments have not 
for some years been made either in the consti- 
tutional mode by the President, by and with 


the advice and consent of the Senate, or by 


the President and heads of Departmerts alone, 


.in pursuance of law vesting them with that 
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an } eet tr I ; : 
authority. Nominally appointments are so 


made, but in reality they are dictated and 
controlled in a vast majority of cases by an 
influence unknown to the Constitution or laws. 
Every Senator and every Representative in 
the other House knows that appointments in 
most cases are dictated by them, and that the 
President and heads ef Departments are not 
left free to make selections with an eye single 
to the public good. The Representative froin 
a congressional district, if in political accord 
with the Administration, claims and exercises 
the right, as a general rule, to control all the 
local appointments in his district, and in dis 
tricts represented by Opposition members the 
Senators from the States claim and exercise the 
same right. Occasionally there may be devia 
tions from this rule, but they are exceptional. 
In some of the States the entire delegation, 
harmonizing with the Administration, may 
confer together in regard to certain local ap 
pointments; but as a general rule no man 
can be appointed postmaster, or collector or 
assessor of internal revenue, or to any other 
Federal office local to the district, unless he 
has the recommendation of the person who 
happens to represent the district in Congress, 
if he be a friend of the Administration. 

So arbitrary is this rule that I have known 
instances of faithful public officers, friends of 
the Administration, being removed in order to 
make place for a friend of the Representative 
from the district, and at a subsequent period 
during the same Administration J have known 
the new appointee to be removed to give place 
either to the former incumbent or some other 
friend of a new Representative who had in the 
mean time at a subsequent election succeeded 
in supplanting the former one; an officer re- 
moved to-day because he did not support the 
successful candidate in a nominating conven- 
tion, and restored next year because he did 
give such support to another who chanced to 
succeed. When the nominee for a local office 
comes before the Senate we all know that our 
action in most cases is a mere form, and that 
not probably in one ‘case in a hundred is any 
other question asked than whether the nominee 
is acceptable to the Representative from the 
district. 

In some cases influences are brought to bear 
to secure the election of members to this body 
or the other House under the expectation, if 
not the direct assurance, that the successful 
candidate when elected will secure offices to 
certain parties who have been active in his 
behalf. It has sometimes been openly avowed 
by members of Congress that they had certain 
debts to pay, meaning thereby that while can- 
vassing for their positions they had come under 
obligations to secure offices to certain individ- 
uals. So far is this desire to reward friends 
sometimes carried that it furnishes an induce- 
ment to create offices for no other purpose 
than to provide places for favorites. Is it any 
wonder, while such a system as this prevails, 
that the ante-rooms of the President and heads 
of Departments are crowded with Senators and 
Representatives seeking positions for their 
friends? Is it possible for members thus asking 
places, and that, too, often as personal favors 
to themselves, cau preserve their independence 
as legislators? Can he who insisted upon the 
appointment of a clerk in one of the Depart 
ments already overflowing with clerks, and by 
his persistency has at last procured the ap 
pointment, act independently on a deficiency 
bill to pay for extra clerk hire occasioned per- 
haps by his importunities? 

Nor is the pressure of Congressmen for 
positions for favorites less demoralizing to the 
appointing power than themselves. The Pre 
ident and heads of Departments are dependent 
on their political friends in the two Houses of 
Congress for that legislation and support ne- 
cessary to administer the Government, and 
cannot afford to disregard their wishes. That 
they do yield to them is notorious. It is an 
every-day occurrence that applicants for office 
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apply to Senators and Representatives assur- 
that their recommendation only i 
lacking to secure them the coveted position; 
and some of the Departments, | am told, 
have actually kept a debit and credit account 
with members to show the number of appoint- 
ments they are entitled to and receive. I say 
nothing of the personal inconvenience and 
humiliation to which Congressmen submit by 
being made solicitors for oflice and dancing 
attendance on the appointing power. This is 
voluntary on their part, and they could cor- 
rect itif they would; but while a portion of 
the members practice it others are compelled 
to or else subject themselves to the imputation 
of being neglectful of their friends. ‘The only 
exeuse for meddling with local appointments 
the fact that their acquaint- 
ance in weir respective localities enables 
them toknow better than the appointing power 
here at Washington would be supposed to 
for oflice in their 


ing them 


by Congressmen 1 


who the 
localities are. 

lhe bill | have introduced allows the ap- 
pointing power to obtain the benefit of this 
information by a written request to the mem- 
ber, to which he may reply in writing, but 
makes it a penal offense for him to recom- 
inend in any other way, and prohibits the ap- 
pointment to office of any person recommended 
in any other way, directly or indirectly, by 
him. The custom of allowing Congressmen 
to dictate appointments has become so firmly 
established as to have almost the force of law, 
and nothing but a positive statute can change 
il While suffered to continue it is subversive 
of the Constitution so far as it relates to ap- 
pointments, isdemoralizing both tothe appoint- 
ing power and to Congressmen, is corrupting 
in its influences, and destructive of that divis- 
ion of the powers of Government upon the 
innintenance of which the liberties of the peo- 
ple depend. Congressmen are not elected to 

dispense the patronage of their respective 
localities; and there is no reason why the man 
who happens to be in Congress should be 
allowed to dictate who are to be postmasters 
or revenue oflicers of his district. The wishes 
of the people interested rather than simply 
those of the person who happens to represent 
them here for the time being ought to be con- 
sulted in such cases. The bill I have intro- 
duced, should it become a law, will break up 
this whole system. It will relieve members 

f Congress from importunity, and afford them 
to attend to the legislative duties with 
which they are charged; it will free them from 
obligation to the President and heads of De- 
partments for favors granted; it willleave those 
officials free to select the best persons for 
appointinent to office with an eye single to the 
publie service, without being embarrassed by 
pressure from those on whom they must rely 
for support; and, above all, it will tend to 
preserve the independence of each of the De- 
partments of the Government and that divis- 
ion of powers among them which are essential 
to the preservation of liberty. 

I ask that the bill be printed, and lie on the 
table for the present. 

Mr. DAVIS. I wish the honorable Senator 
would withdraw that motion that I may detain 
the Senate for a single minute on this subject. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I withdraw it. I did not 
know that any other Senator wished to say 
anything upon the subject. 

Mr. DAVIS. My object in making the re- 
quest is to add a single remark. Iam grati- 
fied that the honorable and able Senator from 
Illinois has taken up this subject. I do not 
know any subject that in my judgment needs 
and requires more urgently a proper consid- 
eration and action of Congress than this sub- 
ject of appointments to office. 

The honorable Senator has stated with great 
force and truth the particular cases that are 
embodied in his remarks ; but there is another 
class of cases which did not come within the 
purview of his remarks at all. For example, 


proper persons 


{ 
time 


the State of Kentucky has no friend of this 
Administration in either House of Congress. 
How does the honorable Senator propose to 
secure to the Government of the country the 
best nominations to offices whose duties are to 
be performed in that State? 

I have a personal knowledge of several 
incumbents of office in the State of Kentucky. 
There are not many allowed in the State. I 
have known men who voted for the present 
President of the United States appointed to 
office who were worthy of every trust in that 
oflice or in any office for which they had the 
capacity. I have in my mind’s eye now two or 
three incumbents who filled revenue offices, 
and some of whom still fill revenue offices, who 
are worthy of the highest trust and confidence 
of the Government and the country. I have 
in my mind’s eye particularly one incumbent 
who would be selected by every individual who 
knows him to execute any trust, however 
sacred or important, public or private, that 
could be reposed in him; and that incumbent 
is a gallant colonel who acted as a brigadier 
general and who greatly distinguished himself 
in the late war of the rebellion. 

The active appointing oflicer to that office, 
to wit, the Commissioner of Internal Nevenue, 
has made again and again the most persevering 
efforts to turn that officer out of office; and 
once had nominated as his successor a man 
whom nobody who knows him would give any 
trust to, public or private. I have thought 
that the object, the paramount purpose of the 
appointing power, was to get a knave and a 
scoundrel in the office who would consent to 
prostitute its functions for the purpose of plun- 
der and robbery. 1 cannot for my life divine 
what other motive can have animated the Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue in relation to 
that appointment, and other appointments in 
the State of Kentucky that I might bring before 
the Senate. 

Yes, sir, I repeat that there is an officer fill- 
ing a collection oflice in the State of Kentucky, 
a gallant, chivalrous soldier of the late war, who 
raised a company early in its commencement, 
went to the field, was regularly promoted until 
he became the colonel commandant of the regi- 
ment and afterward served in the battle of 
Chickamauga with the greatest gallantry and 
distinction as a brigadier general. He is pro- 
nounced by the men who know him, who are 
Radicals and friends of this Administration, as 
good an officer in that office as there is in any 
office under the Government of the United 
States. That man voted for the present Chief 
Magistrate of the United States, and yet the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue has for 
upward of twelve months made base and per- 
severing efforts to remove him’from office and 
to substitute in his place for the same office a 
person to whom no one who knows him would 
give the least trust, public or private. That is 
only one case. 

Mr. SHERMAN. What district is that? 

Mr. DAVIS. The Lexington district, Ken- 
tucky. Sir, some Republicans and a great 
many soldiers of the late war who entered into 
the Union Army and who fought through the 
whole war to its close and fought gallantly were 
placed in office and have been thrust out of 
oflice by this man who fills the post of Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue. What have 
been his motives I cannot discern. 

| have another instance inmy mind. A man 
who was a lieutenant in the company raised 
by the officer to whom I have referred, who 
served until he became captain and who had 
the top of his shoulder shot off in battle, in- 
flicting a wound that menaced his life for 
years and years, has been thrust out of office 
also, and men less capable, less honest, and 
less faithful have been substituted in his place 
and in the place of men who have similar 
claims and who have filled other offices. 

Sir, the principle, or the want of principle, 
upon which offices have been filled in Ken- 
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the want of capacity and common int, ' 
has been eminently disgraceful to the app 7 
ing power. It has been eminently prejudic;, 
tothe public service. Itis a shame and eon 
proach upon the Government ; and I am gl ¥ 
of the opportunity in this unexpected momen; 
of uttering my denunciation against some o: 
the appointments, the appointees, and the con 
siderations upon which they were appointed ;, 
that State. I trust that the honorable Senato;y 
from Illinois will make his bill so comprehen. 
sive, so complete, as to meet every case, and ty 
secure to the Government and the country 
friends, if you please, of the Administration 
but men who are competent to fill the place, 
to which they are appointed. 

Mr. YATES. Mr. President 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Sena, 
from Illinois will suspend. The hour of oy. 
o'clock having arrived, the unfinished busines 
of yesterday is before the Senate, unless infory 
ally laid aside by unanimous consent or poe 
poned on motion. That unfinished business 
the resolution of the Senator from Indiana Mr. 
Morton] in regard to the compensation of co, 
tain southern Senators. If there be no objce 
tion it will be informally postponed. The Chai; 
hears no objection to its informal postpone 
ment. The Senator from Illinois is entitied ¢, 
the floor on the bill of his colleague. 

Mr. YATES. Mr. President, | had no notic, 
of the introduction of this bill this morning. | 
am exceedingly gratified personally that it hy 
come before the Senate. Thereis a commoy 
sense view of all things, and I think that tly 
common-sense view should be applied to ti 
subject. Now, there is an ad captandum mode 
of appointing men to office, an uncertain an 
doubtful mode that perplexes Senators and 
Representatives; and if some test, some stand 
ard, could be arrived at it would be beneficial to 
all parties, and especially to the public. If | 
understand the bill of my colleague it ig an 
objection to recommendations for ollice | 
members of the House of Representatives. — 

Now, I think there is a propriety in recow- 
mendations to office by the Representatives in 
Congress. ‘The Representatives in that Hous 
represent the people of their respective dis 
tricts; they have been elected by the people 
of those districts; they are responsible to the 
people of those districts. Each of them come: 
here with a certificate of a majority of th: 
people of his district, and therefore ther 
would seem to be a propriety in their bein 
allowed to make recommendations of person: 
to fill local offices in those districts. 

But, sir, all that I rose to say upon this occa 
sion was that the Senators stand as judges 0 
appointments to office, and it is a most infa 
mous imposition upon Senators and upon th 
public that members of this body should | 
called upon to sign recommendations of pei 


d in 





' sons to office, because they stand to appoin 


ments in the relation of judges; they are | 
confirm the appointments. Why, sir, it 
within our own observation that a petitio: 
comes around and we are called upon to sign 
it, being told that such a Senator recomments 
it, or that such a Representative recomments 
it; and we cannot well refuse, although we 
know nothing of the character or qualifications 
of the person who is recommended. [If som 
law or some regulation could be made by wh 
Senators should not be called upon to sizh 
recommendations to office it would be a publi 
benefit. There is no question about that, be- 
cause we do not stand in the same relation t 
appointments as do the Representativesin Con 
gress. I think they have the right to recom 
mend; they represent the districts ; they are 
elected by the people; they are responsible to 
the people, and they ought to recommend ; 
but Senators, who are to decide upon the con: 
firmation, and who stand in the capacity © 
judges, should not be called upon to sign indis: 
criminately papers that are presented to them. 
Very often it has been my experience that 


tucky, and the unfitness of appointees for them, || I have had to sign papers upon the authority of 
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ther persons. I could not refuse. I repeat 
‘hat, in my opinion, @ Representative in Con- 
soca has the right to recommend persons to 
*« oe in his district, while a Senator, whostands 
; judge and juror in the case, ought not to be 
alied upon to sign recommendations to otlice. 

he wants a person appointed to office he 
ould go in person and see the President or 
‘oe other persons who have the power and the 
right to appoint. It is not in the character or 
onsistent With the dignity of Senators to be 
jgning papers ol recommendation indiserim- 
nately. 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of 
‘he Senator from Illinois [Mr. TRumMBULL] is 
that the bill be laid on the table, and printed. 

[he motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The unfinished 
business of yesterday is now before the Senate, 
the morning hour having expired. 

Mr. MORTON. I will state that I am not 
yrepared to proceed this morning with the 
consideration of the resolution which is the 
infinished business, and I suggest that it be 
informally passed over. 

Ihe VICE PRESIDENT. It will be in- 
ormally passed over, and morning-hour busi- 
ness continued, if there be no objection. 

Mr. McCREERY. I move that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of House bill 
No. 831. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator that by unanimous consent 
the morning-hour business was to be finished ; 
and that business is not yet completed ; reso- 
lutions are yet to be called for. That, however, 
isa matter subject to the order of the Senate ; 
and the Senatorfrom Kentucky moves that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill 
indicated by him. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
in the motion of the Senator from Rhode Island. 
Will the Senator suspend his motion that the 
Chair may lay before the Senate some com- 
munications on his table ? 

Mr. McCREERY. If the honorable gentle- 
man from Rhode Island will withdraw his mo- 
tion fora mome..t I think that action can be 
taken on this bill in a very few minutes. 

Mr. ANTHONY. [ have no objection to the 
bill being called up if it will give rise to no 
debate. 

Mr. McCREERY. I think it will give rise to 
no debate. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I withdraw my motion. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 

Senate a letter from the Secretary of the In- 
terior, communicating a report from the Sur- 
geon General of the expenditures of the Co- 
lumbia Hospital for Women and Lying-in 
Asylum ; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 
_ He also laid before the Senate a letter of the 
Secretary of the Interior, communicating a 
statement showing the number of clerks em- 
ployed in that Department during the last fiscal 
year, and the amount of compensation received 
byeach; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a report of 
the Surgeon General, communicating a state- 
ment of expenditures in the constraction of 


Providence Hospital; which was ordered to 
le on the table. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, 

'he VICE PRESIDENT presented a letter, 
addressed to the Congress of the United States, 
‘rom the Republican State convention of Vir- 
gina, held on the 24th and 25th of November, 
relative to the election in that State on the 6th 
of July, 1869. 

Mr. SUMNER. 


As that last paper refers to 


an important question now before the Senate | 
move that it lie on the table, and be printed. 

Che motion was agreed to. : 

Mr. WARNER. Arethere no communica- 
tions relative to executive business’? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘There are none 
received this day. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DRAKE. I would ask the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky to allow me to offer a 
resolution, to go over until to-morrow. 

Mr. MeCREERY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DRAKE submitted the following order: 

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms cause the 
floor of the Senate to be cleared of all persons not 
entitled to the privileges thereof ten minutes before 


the hour fixed for the opening of each session of the 
Senate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


table until to-morrow. 


It will lie on the 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 

Mr. McCREERY. I move to take up Honse 
bill No. 331. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill (H.R. 
No. 331) to relieve certain persons therein 
named from the legal and political disabilities 
imposed by the fourteenth amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States, and for other 
purposes, is now before the Senate—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill is now 
upon its second reading, and the Senator from 
Vermont moves that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have no objection to 
the second reading of the billif it has not been 
read a second time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
read once. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I withdraw my motion, 
then, until it has had its second reading. 

The bill was read a seeond time by its title. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. McCREERY. 
withdraw the motion. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 

bill to-day? 

Mr. McCREERY. Yes, sir; if you will 
withdraw your motion, it can be done in afew 
moments. 

Mr. CAMERON. I think we had better 
pass that bill. It passed the Senate once 
before. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not know whether 
it passed the Senate before or not. I am op- 
posed to that species of legislation which hurries 
a bill of this kind or any other through without 
being considered, and we are in no mood to 
consideritnow. Lrenew the motion to adjourn. 

The question being put, there were on a 
division—ayes 30, noes 20. 

So the motion was agreed to, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


It has only been 


I hope the Senator will 


Do you want to pass the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tugespay, December 7, 1869. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

PRINTING OF A BILL. 

Mr. CREBS. I rise to a question of priv- 
ilege. I see by the report of the proceedings 
of yesterday that House bill No. 428, to aid in 
building a soldiers’ monument at Mound City, 
Illinois, which I introduced yesterday, was not 
ordered to be printed. I would ask unanimous 
consent that the bill may be printed. 

The SPEAKER. That is not a question of 
privilege, bat the Chair will entertain the 
request. If there be no objection the bill will 
be ordered to be printed. The Chairhears no 
objection, and the bill will be printed. 


PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I move that the rules be 
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suspended, and the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
U nion, with a view of offering resolutions to 
distribute the President’s message to the differ 
ent committees. 

he motion was agreed to. 

the rules were accordingly suspended; and 
the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
l’erry in the chair,) and proceeded to the cor 
sideration of the President’s annual message. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move the adoption of 
the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That so much of the annual message of 
the President of the United States to the two Houses 
of Congress at the present session, together with the 

‘ompanying documents, as relates to the public 
finances and taxation, te the geceipts into the Treas 
ury, to the revision of the revenue, to the public debt 
ind public credit, to the ways and means of suppert 
ing and meeting the liabilities of the Government, 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu 
ments as relates to the necessary appropriations for 
carrying on the Government in its several depart 
ments, and to deficiencies in the appropriations, be 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Resolved, That so much of anid message end docu 
ments as relates to banks and banking and currency, 
be referred to the Committee on Banking and Cur 
rency. 

Resolved, That so muchof said message and docu 
ments as relates to commerce and navigation, to an 
interoceanie canal, to the regulation of passenger 

hips and to the protection of passengers, be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu 
ments as relates to the public domain, be referred to 
the Committee on the Publie Lands. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu 
ments as relates to the Post Office Department, to 
land or ocean mail service, and to the abolition ot 
the franking privilege, be referred to the Commit 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Resolved, Thatso muchof said message and docu- 
ments as relates to the courts and the judiciary, to 
the increase of the salaries of judges, to the re- 
peal of the tenure-of-office bill, and to naturaliza 
tion, be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Resolved, That somuch of said message and docu 
ments as relates to the public expenditures, be re 
ferred to the Committee on Public Expenditures. 

Resolved, Thatso much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to agriculture and to the Depart 
ment of Agriculture, be referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and doeu- 
ments as relates to the management of Indian affairs, 
be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu 
ments as relates to the Army of the United States 
and to coast and lake defenses, be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu 
ments as relates to the Navy of the United States, 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu 
ments, and the accompanying correspondence, as 
relate to foreign affairs and questions with other Goy 
ernments as to international telegraphic commu 
nication, be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to the Territories of the United 
States, be referred to the Committee on the Terri- 
tories. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to pensions and the Pension 
Bureau, be referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu 
ments as relates to pateats and the Patent Office, be 
referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to expenditures in connection with 
the State Department, be referred to the Committee 
on Expenditures in the State Department. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu 
ments as relates to expenditures in connection with 
the Treasury Department, be referred to the Com 
mittee on Expenditures in the Treasury Depart 
ment. 

Ltesolved, That sq much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to the expenditures in connection 
with the War Department, be referred tothe Com 
tnitte on Expenditures in the War Department. 

Resolved, 'Uhat so much of said message and docu 
ments as relates to expenditures in connection with 
the Navy Department, be referred tothe Committee 
on Expenditures in the Navy Department. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu 
ments as relates to expenditures in connection with 
the Post Office Department, be referred tothe Com 
mittee on Expenditures in the Post Office Depart 
ment. 

ltesolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates tothe militia, be referred tu the 
Committee on the Militia. 

Resolved, That so mucli of said message and docu 
ments as relates to roads and canals, be referred te 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docue 
ments as relates to the District of Columbia, be 
referred to the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia. 
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Lteaolved, That so much of said message as relates 
to the condition and relation of the national gov 
ernment of the States of Georgia and Virginia, be 
referred to the Committee on Reconstruction. 

Keaolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
inents as relates to the subject of freedmen and 
freedmen’s affairs, be referred to the Committee on 
hreedmen’s Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and doeu- 
ments as relates to coinage, weights, and measures, 

» referred to the Committce on Coinage, Weights, 
ind Measures. 

ltesolved, That so much of said message and docu- 

ents as relates to the Bureau of Education, be 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Hesolved, That so much of said message and docu 

1ents oa relates to the census, be referred to the 

elect Committee on the Census. 

It is not my purpose in submitting these res- 
olutions to ask the attention of the committee 
to any remarks with reference to the Presi- 
dent’s message and the various subjects it 
embraces, to be made either for myself or on 
hehalfof the committee which I represent. The 
resolutions which I submit have been prepared 
in the ordinary form which has prevailed on 
such occasions,while at the same time the par- 
ticular subjects which are contained in this, as 
distinguished from other messages, are pointed 
out, so as to make the resolutions especially 
upplicable to the message we have now under 
consideration. These resolutions have been 
read in the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and I am permitted to say have the approba- 
tion of that committee as proper to be offered 
at this time, in order to a speedy distribution 
of the subjects on which the message treats. 
With this explanation I shall be content, if it 
please the Committee of the Whole, to have a 
vote taken upon the resolutions at once, with 
a view to having the discussion of the special 
subjects as they may come up hereafter ; but if 
there be any gentleman who desires to be heard 
at large in that wide field of debate which is 
opened by the submission of the President’s 
message and of the resolutions for the distri- 
bution of its topics among the committees, of 
course I will yield the floor to him. I hope, 
however, that the question may be taken at 
once, so that the subjects of the message may 
be distributed and come up in succession dur- 
ing the session on which we have entered. We 
may thus dispose of these various subjects, 
without a protracted general debate in Com- 
mittee of the Whole,now. This view [ would 
submit to the consideration of the House. I 
have no desire on the subject myself except to 
expedite the business. 

Mr. NIBLACK, I should like to have read 
again the resolutions distributing the message 
us between the Committee of Ways and Means, 
the Committee on Banking and Currency, and 
the Committee on Appropriations. I was out 
at the moment when these resolutions were 
read, and desire to have them read again for 
information. 

The CHAIRMAN. They will be read. 

The Clerk read the resolutions referred to 
by the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr.COX. Will the gentleman from Ohio 
| Mr. ScuencK] yield to me for an inquiry? 

Mr. SCHENCK, Yes, sir. 

Mr. COX. I wish to inquire whether the 
Committee of Ways and Means is charged with 
the consideration of the question of the re- 
sumption of specie payments referred to in 
the message, or does the Committee on Car- 
rency and Banking have charge of that matter 
under these resolutions? 

Mr. SCHENCK. There is no special refer- 
ence made to that in the resolutions which have 
been offered. The subject seems to occupy 
a sort of debatable ground between the two 
committees; because legislation in reference to 
the public eredit and bonds and securities may, 

and probably would, involve with it some refer- 
ence to the means by which we may resume 
specie payments. In the same way legislation 
in regard to the currency must also look in 
some degree to the same thing, and I had sup- 
posed that without entering upon debatable 
ground of that kind it would be better to leave 
the two committees to endeavor by communica- 


tion with each other to dispose of that sub- 
ject with some degree of unanimity of action 
between themselves. 

Mr. COX. I made the inquiry of the gen- 
tleman for the purpose of reserving the ques- 
tion hereafter for the decision of the House. 

Mr. SCHENCK. It may be the House will 
think proper to raise another committee; I do 
not know; I hope it may not be considered 
necessary. But it is not needful that we enter 
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upon the question now which properly hasjuris- | 


diction of this matter; it connects itself with 
the operations, the business, and duties of both 
committees. 

Mr. WOOD. I should like to hear read the 
resolution referring that portion of the Pres- 
ident’s message relating to the interoceanic 
canal. 

Mr. SCHENCK. That is referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows : 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to commerce and navigation, to an 
interoceanic canal, to the regulation of passenger 
ships, and to the protection of passengers, be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WOOD. I would suggest to the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means 
that the Committee on Foreign Affairs would 
bea moreappropriate committee, as there are 
certain questions relating to treaties with for- 
cign nations which have to be settled before we 
can begin to consider the propriety of having 
an interoceanic canal through American en- 
terprise. Il suggest to the chairman that he 
modify his resolutions so as either to refer that 
subject to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
instead ofthe Committee on Commerce, or to 
divide the duty between the two committees. 

Mr. SCHENCK. In preparing these reso- 
lutions it was a subject of some thought to 
which committee it would be most appropriate 
to give this particular subject. We had given 
to the Committee on l’oreign Affairs what re- 
lates to communication by ocean telegraphs 
between this and foreign countries because, as 
we learn from the message, that question is or 
is likely to be the subject of negotiation, at 
least between this Government and that of 
rance, ifnot between this Government and the 
Governments of other countries than France. 
But we do not know of any question properly 
or necessarily to be considered by the Com- 
mittee on l’oreign Affairs which connects itself 
with this matter of a canal across the Isthmus 
of Darien; and as it is purely a matter of 
great commercial interest we thought it best to 
refer that subject to the Committee on Com- 
merce. It will be for the Committee of the 
Whole to determine whether we acted wisely 
or not. We regarded the Committee on Com- 
merce as the appropriate committee for the 
consideration of this particular subject. I 
yield to the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
LYNCH. | 

Mr. LYNCH. I desire to suggest to the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. ScuHenck,] the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, that the subjects which these resolu- 
tions provide shall be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce ought properly to be divided, 
as a portion of the matter belongs properly to 
the select Committee on American Navigation 
Interests. In the resolution to which | now 
have reference the gentleman from Ohio has 
included not only matters belonging to the 
Committee on Commerce, but some which 
properly belong to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and also some which should be referred 


to the Commitiee on the Post Office and Post | 


toads ; for instance, the question as to grant- 
ing subsidies to ocean steamers. I think that 
the subjects embraced in the resolution should 
be divided, and that so much of the message 
as relates to our foreign commerce and our 
navigation interests should be referred to the 


select Committee on American Navigation | 


Interests. 
Mr. O'NEILL. 
Ohio yield to me? 


Will the gentleman from | 
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Mr. SCHENCK. I will in a moment, afi. 
I have replied to the gentleman fro i 
[Mr. Lyneu. ] 

I desire to say to the gentleman from Maj, 
that I have two reasons for preferring the pefn. 
ence to the Committee on Commerce. | hyay 
explained the reason of our selection ag },,. 
tween the Committee on Commerce and 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, but I prefer ¢) 
Committee on Commerce to the committe 
named by the gentleman—the committeo ;, 
relation to navigation interests—because th, 
Committee on Commerce is one of the stand. 
ing committees of the House; and in the 4; 
tribution of the general subjects contained jy, 
the President’s message preference is gyal), 
given, and with propriety, to the standing coy 
mittees wherever their duties cover the subject; 
embraced in the message. In the next plac 
as I understand, this Committee on Navigatio), 
was created for the purpose of looking into tho 
causes of the decline in the prosperity of Ameri. 
can shipping interests; and it seems to me that 
while the committee has a very broad scope o; 
inquiry there is not in its organization or th 
duties assigned to it anything necessarily em. 
bracing this peculiar and specific subject, 
communication between the Pacific and th 
Atlantic. 

I now yield to the gentleman from Penney!. 
vania, [Mr. O’NeiLu,] who I think represents 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I will now yield the floor 
to the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Chairman, if the reso); 
tion only covered what the gentleman has stated, 
only interoceanic communication, it would 
properly belong to the Committee on ( 
merce; but it embraces a good deal more than 
that. It embraces the very subject that w: 
referred to this committee and which it is now 
investigating. My suggestion to the gentleman 
from Ohio is to separate that portion from 1! 
resolution, and refer to the Committee on Com 
merce that portion which properly belongs 
that committee. There isa part of the sulje 
matter referred to the select Committee on 
Navigation Interests which might properly \ 
long to the Committee of Ways and Means. & 
part of it belongs also to the Committee « 
Commerce; and, as I have already said, a pa 
of it would belong to the Committee on th, 
Post Office and Post Roads, for that commitice 
had the matter of subsidies to ocean steamers 
before it at the last session as well as at pre- 
vious sessions, and I believe reported onit. And 
it was for that reason, I apprehend, that the 
House put this general subject into the hands 
of the select committee. I only ask that so 
much of the message as refers to the matter 
specially referred to this committee be referred 
to it, and that the other portions proper) 
belonging to the different standing committees 
be referred to them. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Iwill yield to the gentle: 
man from Pennsylvania in a moment. 

It strikes me, Mr. Chairman, that nothing lias 
been said which ought to induce me to modily 
the resolution in relation to the reference to 
the Committee on Commerce, and I can ony 
hope, if the gentleman wishes to bring up the 
question, that he will offer some specific amend: 
ment to that clause among the resolutions. 

Mr. WOOD. One word. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I will yield for inquiry. 

Mr. WOOD. I will put what I wish to say 
in the shape of an inquiry. I ask whether 
Congress can begin to consider the question 
of this canal until a treaty has been made, and 
further, whether the Committee on I’oreign 
Affairs is not the proper committee to conside 
a question of that character? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I suppose Congress may 
consider this subject before any additional 
treaty stipulation other than those which now 
exist. There is sufficient understanding now 
and agreement between the countries on the 
Isthmus and the United States to have author- 
ized this Government, with the permission 0! 


r 


m Maine. 
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ep ; 
e Governments, to send out a surveying 
nt, af very, which I believe has actually sailed 
Main aah , the last few days, or is about to sail, to 
-« the necessary survey. So, then, the mat- 

1 Main o» ig already a in, and begun wi ith the con- 
@ refey ni of those Goverr uments, “and there is no 

I have soetion in the way such as the gentleman 
nas | m New York appre +hends. 
and t} “Mr, WOOD. I understand, Mr. Chairman, 
efer th, re is an agreement so far as a survey is 
nmitt, neernt od, but there is no concession on the 
ittee j ‘any Government to give us the right 
USE tI aide ‘that eanal. I think I am right in 
* Stan i sat statement. $ 
the q Mr. SCHENCK. I have simply to repeat 
Lined jy chat 1 have already said, that if gentlemen 
usually h to make any change on this or any other 
1g Con t , resolutions it would perhaps be better 
ube r them to propose such changes in the shape 
U pla¢ ecific amendments. I ask that the reso- 
‘Igaty n referred to be again read, and I shall 
into the 1 yie sldto the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
Ameri \r. O’NetL,] who will speak for the Com- 
me that mittee on Commerce. 
cope of [he Clerk read the resolution referring cer- 
or th in subjects to the Committee on Commerce. 
ily em- Mr. O'NEILL. In my opinion all the sub- 
ect, ts embraced in that resolution come within 
ind ft ; 


isdiction of the Committee on Com- 

The House created a select commit- 
Sy , just at the close of the first session of this 
t3 ‘ongr to examine into a specific subject 
( on it. That was the subject of 
ration, and the causes of the reduction of 
rican tonnage and shipping. The Com- 
ee on Commerce being a standing commit- 


port 





stated, to which all such subjec ts have been here 
would referred, [ think it right to let this select 
( nittee finish up its business and make its 
re the port without being charged with new sub- 
Mat vi ts, and to allow the Committee Com- 
1S NOW rce to go on withthe general business which 
tlen een assigned to it. ‘here is not a single 
om embraced in this resolution which does 
n properly come before the Committee on 
0 umerce. Why, for years we have been ex- 
ub} ning into the question of passenger traflic ; 
ter ave had before us the question of incor- 
rh iting telegraph companies; we have had 
an (ore us the question of interoceanic commu- 
tee | ition. All the subjects mentioned in the 
»O pa lutions have heretofore been uniformly 
yn th ferred to the Committee on Commerce. I! 
mai tte el that there is no nee essity for referring any 
came! questions to the select committee. 
t pre- ie Committee on Commerce are anxious to 
t. And perform their duties, and I think the chairman 
iat the f the Committee of Ways and Means has 
shar cted very properly in moving the reference 
hat f the topics mentioned in the resolutions to 
matter  ¢ smmittee created expre ssly for their con- 
‘lerred ideration. 
oper!) [hope the reference will be made as pro- 
nitter posed by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
ScHENCK.] I do so not with any idea of dimin- 
pentie- ishing the power of this select committee or 
of taking away from it any prerogative. But 
ng that the regular session of Congress has 
nod commenced I presume the powers of the select 
ace mmittee have virtually ended, the question 
1 on sterved to them coming in as new matter in 
yp th the President’s message, and that the proper 
mend committee to consider such subjects is the 
ns Committee on Commerce. 
sve Mr. LYNCH. The gentleman misappre- 
rgb nds the scope of the resolution under which 
0 the select committee acted. They were not 
_ to report on the first day of the session, but on 
sage the second Monday of January, or as soon 
vor thereafter as practicable. They had this partic- 
ate ular subject of navigation interests of the coun- 
si 


iry under inv estigation. That was the subject 
submitted to them for inv estigation and report. 
There was no expectation, and the resolution 
did not provide that they should report imme- 


s may 
t 
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ional 
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| of Ways and Means upon another subject. | 
| failed to hear any mention in the resolutions 


| the 


i and 


of the question of the recognition of the belli- 
gerent rights of the Cuban patriots. I would 
like to inquire of the gentleman if he does not 
intend to make a special reference of that 
subject 


Mr. SCHENCK. It goes, with all other 
matters relating to our foreign affairs, to the 


Committee on loreign Affairs. 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I think it is of 
sufficient importance to have a special refer- 
ence, 

Mr. SCHENCK. We knew of no other 
committee to which Cuban affairs could be 
referred. 


I believe I will only yield further to any 
gentleman who wants to offer an amendment 
which will bring up the question. I will yield 
to the gentleman trom Maine, [ Mr. Lyncu, | 
if he wishes to test the sense of the committee 
in regard to the form of these resolutions and 
the division made of the subject referred, that 
he may submit some motion to amend. 

Mr. LYNCH. I will make a motion to 
amend ; but before doing so I desire to say, in 
reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. O’NeE iLL, ] that there is no conflict be- 
tween the select committee and the Committee 
on Commerce. A majority of the latter com- 
mittee—I think nearly all the members except 
gentleman himself—assented to having 


| this matter referred to the select committee, as 


1 now diately upon the as seein of Congress, but 
z now 2s soon thereafter as practicable. 

n the Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I wish to make 
o an inquiry of the chairman of the Committee || 
On OF 


it embraced subjects not necessarily under their 
jurisdiction. I ask the Clerk to read the res- 
olution adopted at the close of the last session 
so that the House may understand the direc- 
tion given to the committee. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“Resolved, Thatthe select Committee on American 
Navigation Interests are hereby authorized to sit 
during the recess, at such times and places as they 
may deem advisable, for the purpose of examining 
witnesses and taking testimony. And the or lin: ry 
necessary expenses to said committee while 
engaged in such exa mination, including the employ 
ment of a reporter when taking testimony, shall be 
paid, and no other or additional expens > sh ill be 
incurred; and said committee shall rep to the 
House on the second Monday of January next, ora 
soon thereafter as may be practicable.” 

Mr. LYNCH. [I eall the attention of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to the language 
of the resolution just read providing that the 
committee shall report on the second Monday 
in January, or as soon thereafter as is practi- 
cable. I move to amend the fourth resolution 
offered by the gentleman from Ohio by strik- 
ing out the words ‘‘ and navigation’’ and insert- 
ing the followingas an additional resolution : 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu 
ments as refers to navigation interests, he referred 
to the special Committee on the Causes of Reduction 
of American Tonnage. 

The amendment of Mr. Lyncu was not 
agreed to ; there being—aycs twenty-two, noes 
not counted. 

The resolutions 
were agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
tee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, Mr. l’erry reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union having had under consideration 
the Union generally, and particularly the an- 
nual message of the President of the United 
States, had directed him to report resolutions 
providing for the reference of the various sub- 
jects embraced in the message. 

The SPEAKER, If there be no objection 
the reading of the resolutions reported from the 
Committee of the Whole will be dispensed with. 

There was no objection. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolutions were adopted ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. Parye obtained the floor. 


offered by Mr. ScHENCcK 


l move that the commit- 


REORGANIZATION OF TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 
Mr. DAWES, by ee consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. 429) to reorganiz ze the 
Treasury Departme be ead fix the pay of its 
officers; which was read a first and sec ond 
time, referred = the Committee on Ap propri- 

ations, aud ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAWES. I desire to state that I do nat 
consider myself as committed to the provisions 
of the bill just referred. 1 have introduced it 
at the request of others. 

REPEAL OP TENURE-OL 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, by unan 
mous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
430) to repeal the tenure-of-oflice act; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed, 

ABOLITION 


C-OFFICE ACT. 


OF FRANKING PRIVILEGE, 

Mr. HILL, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 431) abolishing the 
franking privilege ; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Post Oflice and Post Roads. 

CHATTANOOGA A PORT OF DELIVERY. 

Mr. STOKES, by pnepimone consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. to constitute 
Chattanooga, in the State of Tennessee, a port 
of delivery ; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


» 
152) 


LAND Dis 
Mr. ELDRIDGE, 


rRICTS. 

by ne consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 433) to authorize 
the combination of land districts in certain 
cases, and for other purposes ; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to th 


Committee on the Public Lands. 
REPEAL OF DUTY ON COFFEE, ETC 
Mr. WILLIAMS, by unanimous consent, 


4 Fa da bill (H. R. No, 
duty on coffee, tea, 
ing paper ; which 
time, 
and 


[34) to repeal the 
salt, and writing and print- 
was read a first and second 
and referred to the Committee of Way 
Means. 
INDUSTRIAL EXIUIBITION. 

Mr. WELKER, byunanimous consent, intro 
duced a bill and preamble (H. R. No. 435) to 
promote the international industrial exhibition 
to be held in Washington city in 1871; which 
were read a first and second time, referred tothe 
Committee for the District of Col 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAWES. I believe that bill calls for 
an appropriation of money, and under the rules 
must first be referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

Mr. WELKER. It provides for an act of 
incorporation, which ought first to be consid- 
ered by the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, and I trust that the question in ref 
erence to the bill making an appropriation will 
not be pressed at this time. 

Mr. DAWES. I will reserve the 
order. 


umbia, and 


point ot 


ADDITIONAL BOUNTIES. 


Mr. CULLOM, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. Rt. No. 436) to repeal sec- 
tion four of an act in relation to additional 


bounties, and for other purposes, approved 
March 3, 1869, and to provide for an exten- 
sion of the time in which bounty claims may 
be filed; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Mil 
itary Affairs. 

NATURALIZATION. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG, by unanimous con 
sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 437) to « 
tablish a uniform systema of naturaliz anon, and 
to regulate proceedings under the same ; whic 
was read a first and second time, referr 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and order 
to be printed. 

RELIEF FROM DISABILITIES. 
Mr. STEVENSON, by unanimous consent, 








y") 
a 


introduced a bill (I. R. No. 438) to provide 
for relief from legal aud political disabilities ; 
which was read a firstand second time, referred 
to the Committee on Reconstruction, and or 
dered to be printed. 
)¥FICEMOLDING BY MEMBERS OF 
Mr. WOOD, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 439) to prevent mem 
bers of Congress from accepting or holding any 
place of trust under the President; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


CONGRESS. 


OCUSTOM-HOUSE BLOCK, SAN FRANOISCO. 


Mr. SARGENT. lask consent to introduce 
a joint resolution which I desire to have put 
npon ifs passage. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 
cousin { Mr. Parne] has the floor. If he does 
not yield the resolution cannot be entertained. 

Mr. PAINE. I yield to the gentleman from 
California. 

- The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will 
be read for information. 

lhe joint resolution, which was read, de- 
clares that a certain agreement made the 11th 
day of February, 1869, between the United 
States, acting by Hugh McCulloch, Secretary 
of the Treasury, of the one part, and John R. 
Buckbee and Henry F. Williams, of the other 
part, for the leasing of alot in San Francisco, 
California, known as the custom-house block, 
for the period of twenty-five years, for certain 
considerations therein named, is hereby disap- 
proved and disannulled. 

Mr. SARGENT. I desire to explain that 
Congress has only till the Ist January next 
to act on this subject. The Secretary of 
the Treasury recommends that the agreement 
he disapproved. If debate were permitted | 
could go on and state what are the reasons 
assigned by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and show that they are founded on sound 
principle. But L now merely ask that the 
joint resolution be put on its passage. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 1 object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
Y ork objecting, the joint resolution is not now 
before the House. 

SARGENT. I ask, then, that it be 
reterred to the Committee on Commerce, with 
lenve to the committee to report at any time. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. L object to 
viving the committee such leave. 

Phe SPEAKER, If there be no objection 
the bill will be introduced and referred, 

Mr. SARGENT, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 77) 
relative to an agreement for leasing the cus- 
tom-house block, San Francisco; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

WILLIAM B. MANN. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 440) for the relief 
of William B. Mann; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 


a 
“ur. 


L. 8. CAMPBELL. 


Mr. BOYD, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 78) for the 
relief of L. S. Campbell; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

NEW ORLEANS, MOBILE, ETC., RAILROAD. 


Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana, by unan- 
imous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
441) granting to the New Orleans, Mobile, and 
Chattanooga Railroad Company the right of 
way through the public lands of the United 
States, and for other purposes ; which was read 


a first and second time, and referred to the | 


Committee on the Public Lands. 


SALE OF COIN, BTC. 
_ Mr. INGERSOLL, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 442) to prohibit 
the sale of coin in behalf of the United States, 
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and to provide for the redemption ofthe United 
States legal-tender notes in coin at par; which 
was read a first and second time, referred tothe 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 


J. H. LUCIA. 


Mr. WILLARD, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 443) for the relief 
of Lieutenant J. H. Lucia, company H seven- 
teenth regiment Vermont volunteer infantry ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


SALE OF COIN, ETC. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill with regard 
to the sale of coin, &c., was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with a view 
of moving to refer it to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Patne] had the floor on a question 
of privilege, and all this business is proceeding 
by unanimous consent. Does the gentleman 
from Wisconsin yield further ? 

Mr. PAINE. Iam willing that this business 


shall proceed as far as the House is willing | 


that itshall proceed by unanimous consent. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 
that this is preventing three members who are 


entitled to seats upon the floor from being | 


sworn in and taking their seats. 
Mr. KELSEY. I object to anything further 


being done out of order. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


[ hope the gen- | 


tleman willallow this question to be disposed of. | 


Mr. KELSEY. Very well. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
of reference. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has been ordered 
to be printed, and referred to the Committee of 
Ways nad Means. The gentleman from Ohio 


LOBE. 
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willingness that I should also move that th 
gentleman named inthecredentials, Mr. Charles 
Hays, claiming to represent the fourth eon. 
gressional district of Alabama, be now sworn 
in. Itherefore move that these gentlemen be 
sworn in as Representatives from the respective 
districts of that State. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objectioy 
the motion will be regarded as agreed to and 
the gentlemen in favor of whose admission the 
Committee of Elections have just reported will 


present themselves to be sworn in. 


There,was no objection; and Mr. Rozerrs 


| Heri, Mr. Perer M. Dox, Mr. WILL §. 


| Suerrop, and Mr. Cartes Hays appeared a; 


the Clerk’s desk and were duly qualified—y, 
Dox taking the test-oath prescribed by the ac: 
of July 2, 1862, and the others taking the 
special oath provided for by the act of July 11, 


| 1868. 


LOUISIANA CONTESTED ELECTIONS. 


Mr. BURR. I rise to a question of priyi. 
lege—to make a report from the Committee of 
Elections. 1 am directed by that committe, 
to report back the following resolution, with q 
recommendation that it be adopted: 


Resolved, That Hon. Micwag. C. Kerr be author 
ized to act as a member of the Committee of Bloc 
tions in the consideration of the pending contested. 
election cases from the State of Giasiebene. 


The resolution was adopted. 
GENERAL DEBATE. 
Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, I am requested 
by several gentlemen who desire to address the 


House to move that the rules be suspended and 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 


‘| Whole on the state of the Union. 


I object to any change || 


[ Mr. GarFrreLp] moves to reconsider the vote | 


by which it was referred, with a view of mov- 
ing to refer it to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
properly belongs. 
tion on the motion to reconsider. 

‘Lhe previous question was seconded. 


To which it | 
1 move the previous ques- | 


‘The question was put on ordering the main | 


question; and there were—ayes 31, noes 53; 
no quorum voting. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I withdraw the 
motion to reconsider for the present and will 
call it up at some other time. 


REPRESENTATIVES FROM ALABAMA. 


Mr. PAINE. Mr. Speaker, the Committee 


of Elections, to whom were referred the cre- | 


dentials of Robert S. Heflin, claiming to rep- 
resent the third congressional district of Ala- 
bama, Peter M. Dox, claiming to represent 
the fifth district of Alabama, and William C. 
Sherrod, claiming to represent the sixth dis- 
trict of that State, have instructed me to make 
an oral report. ‘These credentials are not in 
form such as would, under the statute, entitle 
the Clerk to place the names of these gentle- 
men upon the roll at the organization of the 
House, because while the credentials declare 


that these gentlemen have been elected to rep- | 


resent those several districts in this House they 


do not say that they were elected in pursuance | 


of either the laws of Alabama or the laws of 
the United States. Yet the credentials are in 
form sufficient to satisfy the committee, and I 
think the House, under existing statutes. We 
therefore recommend that these gentlemen be 
sworn in as members of this House. Since 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. 
Mr. DAWES. 


Not now. 
I will not press the motion 


| at present. 


MEMBERS-ELECT FROM VIRGINIA. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, presented the 
credentials of James K. Gibson and George 


| W. Booker, from the State of Virginia; which 


were referred to the Committee of Elections. 
REIMBURSEMENT TO MILWAUKEE, 

Mr. PAINE, by unanimous consent, intro: 
duced a bill (H. Rt. No. 443) to refund to the 
city of Milwaukee certain moneys advanced 
for the construction of ‘‘the straight cut,” in 
the harbor of Milwaukee; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE BLOCK, SAN FRANCISCO. 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
reconsider the vote by which House joint reso 
lution No. 77, relating to the lease of the cus 
tom-house block, San Francisco, 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. How does 
that get in here? The resolution was not 
admitted before. 

The SPEAKER. It was admitted for the 
purpose of reference to the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which the gentleman from New York 


} 


was referred 


did not object. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The gentle- 
man from New York objected to the consider- 
ation of the resolution at the present time. | 

TheSPEAKER. Itwas on the gentleman s 
suggestion that it was referred to the Com: 
mittee on Commerce, and now the gentleman 


|| from California moves to reconsider the refer- 
| ence. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Why does he 


_ wish the case taken up now? 


the order referring these credentials was made || 


another certificate of election from the same 
State has been received by the Clerk of the 


House, and it has been placed in my hands | 
since the meeting of the Committee of Elec- | 


tions. I have consulted a majority of that 
committee, who have expressed their satisfac- 
tion with the certificate, which is in form ex- 
actly like the others, and have declared their 


Mr. SARGENT. Because it is pressing. 
The lease is for a valuable Government prop 
erty in San Francisco, and unless Congress take 
adverse action to the granting of the lease 
before the Ist of January next it will bind the 
Government for twenty-five years at an inade- 


| quate price, as I believe. Unless we intervene 


| the property will pass from the control of the 


Government. The whole thingI look upon 4s 
corrupt and improper on the part of those see 
ing it from the Government, and as there 1s 
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369. 
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le time left in which to get the joint reso- 
‘on through buth Houses I desire prompt 


Mes 


t 


jou. seas e ss 
Vr. BROOKS, of New York. I know 
-othing about this case, and am disposed to 
ecept the statement of the gentleman from 
California, but this mode of legislation is so 
angerous that I must object. It has constantly 
idles - can . mm ‘6 ° 
dus into difficulties. The joint resolution 
ag been referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and I am willing that committee should 
he instructed to report at once. I wish the 
canction of the report of a committee before | 
am called upon to vote. 

Mr. SARGENT. Iwill send to the Clerk’s 

sk to be read an extract from the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury showing that this 
measure has competent authority in its sup- 
port. : 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“An agreement was made on the lith day of Feb- 
ruary, 1869, between the Secretary of the Treasury, 
n behalf of the United States, and certain parties in 
California, leasing a lot of land in San Francisco 
known as ‘the custom-house block’ for the period 
f twenty-five years. This lease is subject to the 

ndition that it shall be void if Congress, on or 
efore the Ist day of January, 1870, shall take ad- 
erse action in reference thereto. In viewof the fact 
that the lease is for a long period of time, and being 
f the opinion that the Government sbould retain 

ntrol of property that may be needed for public 
purposes, I think it expedient for Congress to annul 
the lease.’’ 


Mr. SARGENT. LIyield to the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. WELKER. ] 

Mr. WELKER, I desire to say, in refer- 
ence to the matters involved in the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from California, [ Mr. 
SanGENntT,] that the Committee on Retrench- 
ment on the occasion of their visit to San Fran- 
cisco took this subject into consideration, 
wade an examination of the lot and its sur- 
roundings, and of the contract, and were unani- 
mously of opinion that the contract ought to 
be annulled; that the consent of Congress 

ight not to be given to the making of that 

ase. The lot is very favorably located for 
he erection of Government offices, and for 
this reason it is desirable that the title should 
not be given away by the Government, or any 
incumbrance placed upon the property in the 
shape of this lease or any lease whatever. In 
order that suitable buildings may be provided 
for the public offices on the Pacific coast it is 
necessary that the Government should retain 
in its own hands the control of the lot in ques- 
tion, so that it may be a site for the public 
buildings when they come to be erected. The 
committee were unanimously of opinion that 
this lease ought not to be sanctioned by the 
action of Congress. 

Mr. SARGENT. I yield to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoorerr. | 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I merely 
desire to say that the members of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, who were in San 
Francisco last summer, not in their capacity 
as a committee, but individually, looked some- 
what into this matter, and the conclusion they 
arrived at was that contended for by the gentle- 
man who has just spoken, that this resolution 
ought to be adopted and that the contract should 
not be carried into effect. I understand that it 
will take effect unless stopped by some action 
of Congress before the 1st of January next, and 
in that case it will take the control of the 
property from the Government for twenty-five 
years. Itherefore hope the resolution will be 
adopted. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
[Mr. Jonnson. ] 

_ Mr. JOHNSON. I rise to say a word or two 
in regard to this resolution. 1 shall make no 
objections to its passage; but I wish to state 
to the House what action has been taken by 
myself and other members of Congress, Rep- 
resentatives and Senators from the Pacitic 
coast, with reference to this matter. Proceed- 
ing on the recommendation of the military 
authorities stationed in California, the postmas- 
ter and the collector of customs at San Fran- 


I yield to my colleague, 


cisco, and other distinguished citizens resi- 
dent there, the two Senators from California, 
(then Mr. Conness and Mr. Cote,) Mr. Ax- 
TELL, Mr. Hicsy, and myself recommended, a 
year or more ago, that this block, or half 
block, be leased to a party, not the party who 
did get itbut the party then applying for it, for 
the sum of $10,000 a year, $2,500 less than 
the sum named in this lease. I knew nothing 
about the property myself, but I took the rec- 
ommendation of the people of the city of San 
Francisco. They sent word to us—and their 
statement was verified, I believe, by the Sen- 
ators and Representatives familiar with the 
ground—that it was covered with rat-traps and 
filthy dens, and that it would be a great saving 
to the Government of the United States if a 
lease could be made with the parties then ask- 
ing it under which they would furnish to the 
Government rooms for the Iederal courts, 
rooms for the military officers, and rooms for 
the tax collectors and revenue officers upon 
that coast. I believed myself that a lease as 
proposed would save $75,000 a year to the 
Government, and therefore I recommended it 
in good faith. ‘he same reasons which actu- 
ated me then in recommending the lease would 
actuate me now in saying that the lease is for 
the very best interests of this Government. 
But there is objection to the terms of the lease 
and to the way in which it was made. My col- 
league exhorts me to be very brief, and [ can- 
not go into that question. I shall make no 
objection to whatever action the House may 
see proper to take in this matter, as perhaps, 
after hearing the lease read and the recom- 
mendation of the Secretary of the ‘l'reasury, 
they would be as well acquainted with the 
whole concern as they would be after investi- 
gation by a committee. 

Mr. SARGENT. It was very far from my 
purpose to impute any improper motives to my 
colleague. In recommending the lease origin- 
ally I believe he was actuated by an honest 
desire to save money to the Government. In 
fact my own attention was first especially drawn 
to the matter by himself. The examination 
which I subsequently made led me to a different 
conclusion, which is now shared by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 1 cannot see any econ- 
omy to the Government that would result from 
this lease taking effect. It certainly removes 
a very valuable property from the control of 
the Government and ot the Secretary of the 
Treasury for twenty-five years, and that for a 
very light rent—a rent which is not adequate at 
all to the value of the property. Turther, this 
lease was made without any attempt by adver- 
tising to procure better terms for the Govern- 
ment. How large a rent competition would 
bring is unknown. It is said that responsible 
parties would be glad to pay much more for 
the property. The consideration recited in the 
lease, aside from the money, is suspicious. It 
recognizes lobby service in the California Legis- 
lature at least. Indeed, I believe that one of 
the lessees was a member of the Legislature 
that removed a cloud from the Government 
title; and this lease repays his services in the 
passage of that bill. If the lease was in con- 
templation at the time those services were 
rendered every gentleman will agree with me 
that suchacontractis contrary to sound morals. 

In view of these reasons why the Govern- 
ment should retain control of this property I 
have introduced this resolution. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desire to make an in- 
quiry of the gentleman from California, [ Mr. 
SarGent.] By what officer of the Government 
and under what authority has this lease been 
made? 

Mr. SARGENT. It was made by the former 
Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. McCulloch. I 
will remark, however, that I do not believe 
the Secretary of the Treasury has power to 
bind the Government by a lease of this char- 
acter without the express authcrity of Congress. 

neh 1 
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But if the lease be not rescinded by suc 
measure as | now propose it will be likely to 
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lead to litigation, whereby the Government 
may possibly be subjected to great expense. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desire to ask farther 
what is the amount of rent provided for by the 
agreement? 

Mr. SARGENT. Twelve thousand dollars 
per annum, with the condition that buildings 
of a certain character shall be erected, and 
that the upper stories shall be at the service 
of the Government for the use of the revenue 
officers. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 1 would also like to 
know whether this property is occupied or 
unoccupied ; whether there are any buildings 
upon the lot, and whether those buildings 
belong to the Government. 

Mr. SARGENT. The buildings now upon 
it belong to the Government, and are used as 
revenue offices. The agreement which I pro 
pose shall be rescinded provides that this lot, 
which is already occupied by buildings used 
by Government officers, shall be leased to pri- 
vate parties at arent which I deem inadequate, 
giving to these parties the control of this Gov- 
ernment property in the very heart of our city 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Whatis the value of the 
property ? 

Mr. SARGENT. ‘That is a very difficult 
question to answer; but the rent proposed to 
be paid is avery small percentage on the whole 
value of the property. The tract is very large, 
being bounded by three streets. I now call 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and 
the main question ordered; and under the 
operation thereof the motion of Mr. Sarcenr 
to reconsider the vote by which the joint reso- 
lution had been referred to the Committee on 
Commerce was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. SARGENT moved to reconsideréhe vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

GENERAL DEBATE. 

Mr. DAWES. I understand several gentle- 
men desire to transact business, and | will 
therefore delay the motion to go into Com 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

ALASKA. 

Mr. CULLOM. Mr. Speaker, what is the 
regular order of business? 

The SPEAKER. The call of committees 
for reports. 

Mr. CULLOM. I 
olution: 


Resolved, That five hundred copies of General 
George LH. Thomas’s report_in relation to Alaska b 
printed in pamphlet form for the use of the House. 


The SPEAKER. The resolution under the 
law will be referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Have the Committee on 
Printing the power to amend the resolution? 

The SPEAKER. ‘They have. 

Mr. MAYNARD. If theyhad not I should 
move to amend, for five hundred is not enough. 

The resolution was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

COVINGTON POST OFFICE BUILDING. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky, by unanimous 
consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 444) for 
the erection of a city post office, United States 
court-room, and internal revenue office in the 
city of Covington, Kentucky; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

DRAWING OF SEATS. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
ileged resolution. 

‘The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the House do now proceed to draw 


for scats of members, as follows: the Clerk of the- 
House shall place ina box the name of each member 


submit the following res 


I desire to submit a priv 








bet 


~ 
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24 THE 


and Delegate of the House of Representatives writ- 

1 on apiece of paper, and then proceed in the pres 
ence of the House to draw from said box, one ata 
time, said slips of paper, and as each is drawn h 
hell announeethe name of the me mberorthe Dele 

te upon it, who shall eli t Provide l, 
(hat beforesaid drawing shall commencethe Speaker 
hnatl cause every seat— 

. KELSEY. I rise to a question of order. 
a KELLEY. The resolution has not yet 
be en rea c 

Mr. KELSEY. Enough has been read to 

ow that it is not in order, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state 
hia point of order. 

KILSEY. My point of order is this: 
resolution under which we drew seats at 
j tf session specifically provided that the 

r was for the whole Congress. That 
lution is still in force, and until rescinded 

» pending resolution cannot be entertained 
privileged question. 

ie@ SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. The gentleman from Penn- 
yivania does not propose to rescind the 
isting order of the House, and so long : 

it is not rescinded any resolution in conflict t 

t would not be a question of privilege. 

ry KELLEY. Do 1 understand the Chair 
decide that we cannot rescind our former 

‘ lution ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s resolu- 
tion must provide for rescinding the previous 
resolution if he wishes it entertained as a 

restion of privilege. 

Mr. KELLEY. Iwill modify the resolution 

to provide for rescinding the one adopted 
the last session. 


Mr. WOOD. [I rise to a point of order as 


my 
| 


to the question of y rivile re, The drawing of 
having once taken place I hold that it 

Luecn ¢ es to beac a —a89r, ae glen 
The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
t of order. It has lavaniatly been held 
within the control of a majority of the 
Ilouse to draw for seats whenever it so willed. 


fhe Clerk will read the resolution as modified. 
Hhe Cle rk read a follows: 


ich the las 


hat the resolution under whi 
place be re- 


ing for seats in this House took 
led, and that the mouse Ga new proceed to draw 
r ecats for members s follows: the Clerk of the 
louse ehall place ina "hex the name of each mem- 
ber an 1 Delegate of the Louse of Representatives, 


written upon a piece of paper, and shall then pro- 
ecced in the presence of the House to draw from the 
said box, one at atime, the said slips of paper, and 
each is drawn ho shall announce the name of the 
ror Delegate upon it, who shall choose hi 

it: /’rovided, That before such drawing shalicom 
mencoe the Speaker shail cause each seat to be vacated 
andshallsee that eachseat continues vacant until it 
is selected under this order; and that every seat after 
aving been selected shall be deemed forfeited if left 
unoccupied before the calling of the roll is finished. 

Mr. PAINE. I rise to a point of order. 
The point of order is that all of this resolution, 
except so much of it as provides for rescinding 

ormer resolution, is out of order until the 
former resolution shall have been resc inded. 
the SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. It is quile competent to unite 
the Avg oO in the same resolution. 
INGERSOLL. I move to lay the reso- 

Per on the table. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. I rise toa point 
oforder. The resolution which it is proposed 
to rescind having been executed it is not 
competent to rese ind ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. The resolution propos sed to be 
rescinded has only been partially executed. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I would inquire 
whether it has not been the universal custom 
to draw for seats at the c ommencement of every 
session of Congress 

The SP FAKER., The Chair cannot state 
what has been the universal custom. The 
Chair has decided that the resolution is in 
order. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. Kewiey) whether 
it would not be better to frame the resolution 
so as to provide that inasmuch as new mem- 


bers are coming in almost daily we should 
have a drawing for seats every morning after 
prayer during the present session, or at least 
during the first month of the session? [Laugh- 
ter. | 

Mr. KELLEY. I am sure I should be 
largely the gainer by that, but I hardly think 
it necessary. 

The SPEAKER, The question put by the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. LoGaN] is out 
of order. [ Laughter. ] 

‘The question was put on the motion to lay 
the resolution on the table; and there were— 
ayes hg noes 62. 

JUDD demanded the yeas and nays. 

t he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was s taken; and it was decided 
in the aflirmative—yeas 102, nays 83, not 
voting 26; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Allison, Ames, Archer, Asper, 
Axtell, Bailey, Beaman, Beatty, Beck, Benjamin, 
Bennett, Biggs, Bingham, Bird, Blair, James Brooks, 
Buflinton, burr, Benjamin I. Butler,Cessna,C hurch- 
ill, Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, © owles _Crebs, Cul- 
lom, Davis, Dawes, Dickinson, Dixon, Duval, Eld- 
ridge, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Garfield, Halde- 
man, Ifamill, Lill, Hooper, Ingersoll, Jenckes, 
‘ihomas L. Jones, Kelsey, Kerr, Knapp, Knott, 
Laflin, Lash, Lawrence, Logan, Loughridge, Lynch, 
Marshall, MeCarthy, McGrew, MeNeely, Jesse HI. 
Moore, Dan el J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, 
Negley, Nibl: , O'Neill, Orth, Packard, Packer, 
Paine, Peters, Pom eroy, Potter, Prosser, Reading, 
Rogers, Seofield, Slocum, Joseph S. Smith, Worth- 
ington C. Smith, W illiam} Smyth, Stevenson, Stokes, 
Stone, Strader r, Bw inn, ‘Vs inner, Tillman, ‘Fowns end, 
Twichell, Ty , Upson, Van Trump, Ward, Cadwal 
ader C, Washburn, William B. Washburn, Welker, 
Whittemore, Ww illard, Williams, Eugene M. Wilson, 
Winchester, Wood, and Woodward—102, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Armstrong, Ar 
nell, Barnum, Benton, Boyd, George M. Brooks, 
Buck, Buckley, Burchard, Burdett, Roderick R. 
Butler, Cleveland, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, Conger, 
Cox, Deweese, Dickey, Dockery, Donley, Dox, Dyer, 
Kila, Farnsworth, pcrriss, Fiteh, Getz, Gilfillan, 
Sie en , Gri wol l ILale, Hamilton, Hawkins, Haw- 

lay, Hays, He atom, He flin, Hoag, Ilo Alex 

an der i Jones, Teal, Kelley, Kelloge, Keteha m, 
Mayn rd. James R. McCormick, McCrary; Mercur, 
lis akim li. Moore, Morgan, Munge ‘nS Myers, Palmer, 
Phelps, Poland, Reeves, Rice, Sanford, ‘Sargen : 
Sawyer, Schenck, Schumaker Sha nks, Lionel A. 
Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, She wrod, John A. Smith, 
Starkweather, Stevens, Stiles, Stoughton, Strick 
land, Strong, Taffe, Van Horn, Wi ells, Wheeler, Wil- 
kin Son, Winans, and Witcher—8° 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. ia s, Boles, Bowen, 
Cake, Caikin, Fox, Golladay, Haight, Hambleton, 
i ge Holt nan, pape, Ilote hk 183, Johnson, Ju 

an, Mayham, W illiam Moore, eeOrETEeY Randall, 
Roots, William J. Smith, Sw eones Trimble, Van 
Auken, V oorhes and John a Wi il on 26, 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 

During the roll-eall, 

Mr. ORTH stated that his coileague, Mr. 
JULIAN, was detained from the House by seri- 
ous indisposition. 

‘The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was laid on the table; and also moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


RECONSIDERATION OF REFERENCES, 






Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move 
to reconsider all the votes by which bills and 
resolutions have been referred during the day ; 
and to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

Mr. BEAMAN. I suggest to the gentleman 
that he include the votes of yesterday also. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I accept 
that as a modification of my motion. 

‘The question was taken ; and the motion to 


| reconsider was laid on the table. 


CALL OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER proceeded, as the regular 
order of business, to call the committees for 
reports, commencing at the head of the list 
with the Committee of Elections. 


I call for 


WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT. 
Mr. COOK, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported the following 
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resolution; which was read, considered. 


agreed to: — 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Tr. asur 
instructed to inform the House what sums ha oak 
paid out of the Treasury of the United States fa... 
construction and the completion of the Wa chine, 
aqueduct under the several acts of Ceaiar oe 
proved April 3, 1852, March 3, 1853, M: oh "a9 
August 18, i“ 6, March 3, 1857, June 12, 1858, June 
1860, July 4, Abt, July 28, 1866, December 2 1a: 


Mare h 2, 1807, July 25, 1868, and Mare *h 3, 1869 
whether any "portions ofthe sums appropriated h- 
said acts or either of them remains unexpe, 

in the Treasury of the United States. — 

Mr. COOK moved to reconsider the voto } 
which the resolution was adopted; and alc. 
moved that the motion to reconsider he 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

RICHARD M. HOE. 

Mr. JENCKES. I was instructed by ¢ 
Committee on Patents to report & bill which ; 
upon the Speaker’s table. ‘The report 4 
made last session. I desire to eall it up ang 
ask action upon it. ia 

The SPEAKER, 
report to make ? 

Mr. JENCKES. The report is already oy 
the Speaker's table. , 

The SPEAKIR. Under this call the 
tleman cannot call it up. 

Mr. JENCKES. The papers are not in m 
possession, or I would report the bill. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The bill to which the ge; 
tleman refers has not gone to the Speal iI 
table. Jt is pending. It was pending at 
adjournment of the last session. 

Mr. JENCKES. I ask the Clerk to r 
the title of the bill. 

‘The Clerk read the title of the bill, a 
lows: 

House bill No. 337, to extend the term of the | 
ters-patent issued to Richard M. Hoe. 

Mr. JENCKIES. Mr. Speaker, th is casi 
received the consideration of the Co: nm 
on Patents early in this Congress—— 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [rise to a point; 
order. 1 do not understand that the gent! 
man from Rhode [sland reports this bill fro: 
a committee. 

Mr. JENCKES. It has already been vr 
ported, and [ now call it up. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. If the bill has her 
tofore been reported and is lying on 
Speaker’s table 1 make the point of ordert! 
the gentleman cannot call it up. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state t! 
position of the question. He was misled | 
the statement of the gentleman from Rhod 
Island [Mr. Jencxes] that the bill was upo: 
the Speaker’s table. It is not on the Speak: 
er’s table in the technical sense of that phrase. 
Very near the close of the last session the bi 
was reported from the Committee on Patents; 
the question was upon its engrossment when 
the morning hour expired, and the oe 
ment sine die prevented the House from resum 
ing itsconsideration. Under theusual metho 
of proceeding this bill would have been th 
first business in order upon resuming the ca 
of committees; but it is the custom at tl 
opening of each session to begin the call o! 
committees de novo, commencing with thi 
Committee of Elections and going regularly 
through. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then I submit, Mr. 
Speaker, that as the bill bas not been recom 
mitted to the Committee on Patents it cannot! 
now be brought up on the call of that com- 
mittee for reports. 

The SPEAKER. It could not be brought 
up in this way if it had been pending at th 
expiration of a Congress; but its consideration 
having been interrupted by the adjournment 
of a former session of the present Congress, 
the bill is now regularly before the House. 

Mr. JENCKES. Mr. Speaker, this case 
received some consideration at the last a 
and was under consideration near the close 0 
that session when the morning hour allotted “ 
the committee expired. I will now simply 
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all tothe recollection of members the | oints 
n which the committee based their report. 


1. nti 
ntuon-— 


case of a remarkable inve 
.of the great exceptional inventions of the 
tt t a 


which has worked a comp! 


his is the 


2 e revolution 


the art of printing. The patent 
ed by the inventor for the full term al- 
‘| by law; but in this case the remarkable 
ented that all those who are using 
ti n in this country have joined in the 


nendation that the patent be extended. 


has been 


machine covered by, he pa 
be used only by} rinter 


. P : 
1 in the manufacture of bOOKS and the 


ion of ne wspaperts 
exception, I think, throughout t 

atl vast no exception has been brought 
g 2 of th ecommittee—have united 


} 


that the petition of thi: pat- 


knowled 


‘ommending 


1 

ran extension of his pater il ne granted. 

2 ¢] 

n then part i testimonial to the worth 
} C +} — 

ne mven tion. 


inventor and the value of t 
are desirous of joining in a national tes 
which the passage of this bill will be, 


person who has done » their 


1e anaes ot the 
this great service. 
i yield to the gentleman 
fr. PETERS. 
of the C 


os. : ws 
from Maine, | Mr. 
Mr. Speaker, 


ommittee on Patents int 
} 


l was a mem- 
{ 


1e Fortie 


rress, and with the exception of the gen- 
n from Rhode Island [Mr. Jenckes] and 
. 5 ‘ 
‘ntteman from . LY 


a § * 
Pennsylvania, [ Mr. 4 
. ; 
| who also favors the pa 


m the only member of this House who was 








the committee during that Congress. | 

h to add a word in support of this bill. 
ing the New Kngland mem bs So t » Sp alx, 
hat committee, [ have received from I be- 
e every editor or nearly every one, and 
vevery New England man interested largely 
printing whose pecuniary interests would 
idverse to the bill, letters urgently asking 
it be pa ed. | never knew aca before 


in which there 
s exhibited on the part of men pecuniarily 
rested against a bill so much urgency and 
nimity of sentiment and such persever- 
too, in favor of the passage of 
| received from the proprietors of the 
Koston Advertiser, the Boston Courier, and 
the — ipal newspapers of New It ngland 


‘ 
rs strongly urging the extension of this 


committee or any other 


the meas- 


fhe eommittee found that for this invention, 
ly benefited mankind, the 


be out two hundred 


h has so large 
inventor has only 
thousand dollars, and they thought he ought 
to receive a much lar ‘ger compensat ion. ‘The 
mmittee has always investigated very care- 
ily before recommending the granting of 
pplications of this kind, and the House I 
- w has always been disposed to give such 
neasures a rigid scrutiny ; but I do not believe 
ta single member appreciating the facts of 
his case would for a moment object to the 
issage of this bill. 
L have been led to make these remarks be- 
cause of the urgency with which the measure 
has been pressed by those whose pecuniary 
interests, as | have remarked, are adverse to 
the proposition. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I wish 
to make the inquiry whether the letters which 
gentleman says have been received have 
not been received from men who have pur- 
chased the Hoe press, which is an expensive 
press, costing some twenty thousand dollars; 
and whether if they can prevent others from 
using it it will not be to their a dvantage? 
Mr. PETERS. No, sir. Itisa press which 
ears out. Many state in their letters that 
th ey will have to repurchase. ‘They all - ond 
in detail that their interest is one w ay and thei 
wish another. I know that the gentleman 
from Wisconsin is usually very critical on a 
bill coming from the Committee on Patents. 
Mr. JENCKES. I demand the previous 
question, 


received a 





tT! 
JACK. Lhoy 


Rhode I und will not 
{i 


e the gentleman from 
insist on the demand 


viousquestion. Is there any report 


» 


LOM. Ia 


in 'th lS Ca 
Mr. 
bill. 
The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 
lt is proposed by the bill, which was read, 
hat the letters-patent granted to Richard M. 





sk for the reading of the 


ifoe, on the 24th day of July, 1847, for im- 
provements In printing presses for fourteen 
years from that date, and which letters- patent 


t 


of Patents 
f rom the 24th 

of July, 1861, shall be extended for a further 
t¢ 24th 
24th of July, 

said Richard M. 


upon 


were extended by the Commissioner 
; 


a further term of seven years {ro 


rm of seveh ye inencing on the 


irs, CON ny 


ol ‘July, 1868, and e nding ron the 


1875, for the benefit of the 


t 
Hoe, his heirs aud begal repre sentatives, 


the conditions set forth inthe bill. The Com- 
n issioner of Patents | is directed to make and 
r d the cert ‘ale of such extension. The 
letters-patent so > extended shall have the same 
efiect as if originally granted for the term of 


the extension to the end of the term to which 
it is extended, provided that the extended 
patent shall be open to legal inquiry and decis- 
ion in the same manner as if issued under the 
general law relating to patents, and that all 
persons enjoying the lawful use of the im 


Oo prove- 
ments described il secured by said letters- 


t 
) t 
t t} } } ° : } 
atent may continue in the use t hereof with 


I U 
.. ' 
lurtier payment ‘efor, and the purech: ise 





} 


use the same as if this act had not been 


ULLOM. Mr. Speaker, so far as I 


I 
am concerned I do not know enough about the 
facts to Say whether the patent ought to be 





not; but it seems to me that there 
ought to b from the committee setting 
forth th I do not know whether there 
has bi en any report or not. 

Mr. JENCKES. There wa 
the last session. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wiser in. I think 
a monopoly for twenty- one years ae enous gh 
for any one. | at the bill | » laid ¢ 
the table. 

Mr. JENCKES. I do not 
motion. 

Mr. NIGBLACK. If there has been a report 
in this case and it is not a lengthy one I should 


e@) a { or 
-areport 


facts. 


ws 
4 


;anoralre portat 


move 


yield for that 


like to have it read. 

Mr. JENCKES. ‘There was an oral report 
made at the last session at considerable length. 
The patent was explained, and the grounds 
stated in full of the present application. if 


ge ntleme1 


tion in relation to the 
at the present 


1 have any que 
matter I will be happy 
time. 


AT. 
MY. 


to answer 


XT ' Te —_ a. on ‘i 
IBLAC K. Mr. Speaker, this is a re- 
le case, for the gentleman from Rhode 

Island has assured us that all the gentlemen 
. 1 1 } } . . 
of whom he had knowledge who were using g this ; 


invention, and whose pecuniary interests were 


markab 


against the extension of the patent, were in 
favor of the passage of this bill. Asa prac- 
ticing lawyer I hase been accustomed to regard 
testimony vr Bs witness who swears to too much 
with some di gree of susp icion. While I do 

tement—I take 


not question the ge ntleman’s sta 

it for granted that it is true —yet the fact that 
the gentlemen who are using this patent, and 
vho are to be presumed as interested against 
its extension, are now ay plying to Congress to 
extend it, impresses my mind with the idea of 
something like a combination on their part, or 
at all events it makes an impression which I 
should like to have removed by some explana- 
tion. 


Mr. CULLOM. 


tion. 


Il wish to make a sugges- 


for ht 3; case to go over for the time being so 
that the House may be allowed to look into it ; 
and whether in the mean time it would not be 
well for the Committee on Patents to make a 
written report so that the members shall know 
what are the facts. 


in use may continue to 


[ suggest whether it would not be better- 
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Mr. NIBLACK, I 
remarks 
the bill at 
all of its provisions and tl 
act which the Committee « 
pass in this case. I will, therefore, take the 
liberty ot inquiring of the genuticnian irom 
Rhode Island whether ¢f this bill shall pags ix 
its present form the effect will not be to con 
tinue to these gentlemen who have now the use 
of the invention its use until the time of th: 
extension without further compensation on 
their part, and to tax other gentlemen wh 
seek to use it hereafter, thus making a dis 
crimination in favor of those now 
patent? Atall events there must be somethin; 
in the case other than appears on its face. 

Mr. JENCKES. I can explain the bill, | 
hope, both to, the satisfaction of the geutleman 
from lLilinois and the gentleman from Indiana 
At the last session the P 





have not finished my 
We cannot from the bare re: iding of 


} 3 1? 
the Cierk's desk iully compre ‘he snd 


ie legal effect « ft 


n Patents aSK us to 


) Nay 


using the 


Committee on Patent 
was called on suddenly, as now, and there was 
no written report made on the subject. A 
pamphlet was, however, laid upon ( 
every member with a full statement of all th: 
facts concerning this patent and i 

extension. 

A little consideration of these circumstances 
would have removed that suspicion which ha 
naturally arisen in the mind of the gentiemar 
from Indiana [Mr. Nipiacx] for the reason li 
has stated, founded on the suggestion of com 
ar between the parties who appear befor 

the House in this case. This 
one of a small and insignificant character, on 
that could be applied to the old printing pre 
or be a mere substitute for what was previou 
in use. If you will look at the engraving of 
you will see it is a large an as large 
a » small house. It is of so ext ive a natu 

iat it could not be introduced im mer liately 
icles patented. itis aninvention tha 
testing and concurrent experience on the par 
of : . large num! er of people to justify i 
tion by those to whom its use woul LI be a bens 
fit ; and it came therefore into use slow ly, 
so as to involve a great deal of expense to 
inventor und to those who first availed the 
selves of it. But alter it once came i 
it has since spread all over the world. It1 
superseded for newspapers and for all he 
work all the old modes of printing, and in { 
has worked as great a revolution in th 
printing as the types of me tenberg did in the 
art of copying when ty ype 

Vithout this invention the issue of a daily pap 
which has the large edition we now witn 
would not be possible. 
‘persons who have used this invention for man 
years join in inviting Congress to a recogni 
of this invention by “the passage )f the pr 
bill they have no other object in view than 
make an honorable acknowledgment of its gre 
value as tested by their own ex 
evidence submitted to the Ho 
showed that in one newspaper establishment 
the saving by the use of this invention, tl 
lightning machirfe, as it is called, was at lea 
$5,000 a day for an edition of one hund: 
thousand copies, and the 
portional 2 all 
have used it. 

Nor would the ex 
a monopoly to the inventor, nor would it oblig 
parties who desire to use these large printing 
presses to pay extravagant prices forthem whi 
they come into the market; for itis not the ¢ 
invention ofthe kind. Ithasarival, which dos 
not infringe upon it at all. ‘Theinventions of 
the two inventors are to be seen in the Gov 
ment Printing Office, the one known asthe I 
press, now before the House, and the other 


el } } 
the desk oO 


pronosed 
I i 


$ invention is 1 


Vas lirst 1 roauceu 


4 — ° ‘ 
~40 iwhen tbe variou 


perien oe if} 
i 
i 


Cc ia 


ng has been pro 
+ ] ; ® ge 
other esta hments which 


ctension of thi patent work 


Bullock press. They arecompetitorsint 
market for the favor of the per 
to purchase such machines, incr to tl 


in the manufacture dye books and newspapet 
| This bill simply recognizes the merits of Mr. 
| Hoe as an inventor, but allows him to obtan 


nothing from his patent beyond the manulac 
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turing profits on his machines, which I think 
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Nipiack] 
mustacknowledge is only properand just. 
There is another point to which | would in- 
vite the attention of the House. The in- 
ventor has established his business at a great 
expense, and has all the tools, the castings, 
and the apparatus necessary for constructing 
these machines, and he can build them cheaper 
than any one who could come into competi- 
tion with him during the period of seven years, 
for which this bill proposes to extend the pa- 
tent. Andthe public know thatif they goto him 
they can get a good machine, which they 
would not have the like certainty of getting 
from any rival. 
est that the bill should pass, for this reason : 
that they will have the security that these 
presses shall be built according to the idea of 
the original inventor, and be what they pur- 
port to be, and what the purchasers desire to 
have them when delivered for use. These are 
practical reasons which govern the parties en- 
raged in the printing trade who join in the 


recommendation which has been laid before | 


the House. And, Mr. Speaker, there is not 
from any part of the country, from any printer 
in any city, town, or village, in any State, 


any remonstrance against the granting of the | 


prayer of this petitioner. When, therefore, all 
the parties interested thus unite, I hope gen- 
tlemen will feel that Congress ought, by pass- 
ing the bill before the House, to give that 
recognition to a great invention which they 


Therefore it is for their inter- | 





gave to the invention of Fulton, and which all || 


agree should be given to those inventions which 
work a revolution in any art or manufacture. 
‘The ordinary contest between patentees for the 
profits of the manufacture is petty,indeed, com- 


pared to the merits of the great inventions, || 


which are seldom produced more than one in | 


an age. When we meet with such a one some- 
thing more is due to it than a mere considera- 
tion of the petty profits which are made by its 
manufacture. Something is due to what the 
inventor has done for his race, and those who 


are expressing their willingness to contribute | 


in money to this testimonial are in reality tend- | 
ering to this inventor, and asking of you for | 


him that reeognition which he deserves by the 
passage of this bill. 

Mr. PETERS. I wish to call the attention 
of the House to the fact that this bill has the rec- 
ommendation of all the leading presses of all 
portions of the country. 
in this printed pamphlet recommendations 
from Charles A. Dana, James Gordon Bennett, 
and Horace Greeley; from Benjamin Wood ; 


and the Commercial Advertiser; from Harper 
& Brothers; from the publishers of the Boston 


Daily Advertiser, Post, Transcript, Evening | 
l'raveller, and Pilot; from the Philadelphia || 
Publie Ledger and Inquirer; from the Chi- | 
cago Iivening Journal, Times, and Tribune; | 
Gazette and Commer- || 
from the St. Louis Republican; from | 


from the Cincinnati 


cals; 


lor instance, I find | 


the Daily Morning Chronicle of Washington ; | 


from all the leading printers and editors | 


throughout the length and breadth of the 
United States. 

Mr. JENCKES. 
vious question. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
not sustain the demand for the previous ques- 
tion on a matter of this sort. 

sir. FARNSWORTH. 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is notin order 
pending the demand for the previous question. 

The question was put on seconding the 
previous question; and there were—ayes 31, 
noes 78, 


I now ask for the pre- 


So the House refused to second the previous | 


question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 


I hope the House will | 


| floor. 
| Michigan? 


| which 
| demand the previous question. 


Mr. FINKELNBURG. I move thatthe bill 
be laid on the table. 


The question was taken on Mr. FInKELY- | 


BURG’S motion; and it was agreed to. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. BINGHAM moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was laid on the table ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PAYMENT OF PENSIONS. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, by unani- 


mous consent, submitted the following resolu- | 
tion; which was read, considered, andagreed to: 
Resolved, That the PostmasterGeneral bedirected | 


to report to this House as early as may be what, if 
any, plan is practicable by which pensions due to the 


|| widows and orphans of soldiers may be paid through 


the Money-Order Bureau of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, so as to decrease the expense, delays, and 
frauds of the present system of payment. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR TO-MORROW. 
Mr. STOKES. Yesterday the House or- 
dered that the bill relating to the ninth census 


| should be taken up after the morning hour to- 


morrow. I now desire to ask a change of that 
order, so that the bill shall be the special order 
for to-morrow immediately after the reading 


L intended to make that motion yes- 


| of the Journal, and from day to day until dis- | 
| posed of. 
| terday. The bill is a very important one, and | 


| | hope no gentleman will object. 


There was no objection, and the order was | 


made, 
DRAWING FOR SEATS, 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. 
following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Rules be 


have once been drawn for in any Congress no future 


| drawing shall be in order during that Congress. 


Mr. CONGER. Mr. Speaker—— 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hooper] is entitled to the 


Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I believe 
I must demand the previous question. 

Mr. CONGER. I hope the gentleman will 
allow me a moment to make a remark on this 
subject. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. 
only give rise to a debate on the question, for 
I think the House has not time. I 


Mr. CONGER. 
down the demand. 
Mr. JUDD. I move that the resolution be 


I hope the House will vote 


from the publishers of the New York Times || aid on the table. 


On the motion there were—ayes 75, noes 74. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts, called for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move 
House now adjourn. 

CLERKS IN STATE DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 

laid before the House a communication from 


that the 


| the Secretary of State, transmitting, in com- 


|| pliance with section two of the act of March 
|| 3, 1869, a statement of the number, compens- 


I move that the bill | 


I move that the bill | 


‘of Providence } 


ation, reduction, &c., of the clerical force in 


I offer the | 


| instructed to report an amendment of the rules of | 
| the House to provide that after seats and desks | 


It would || 
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ecember 7, 


Columbia, during the year ending Decembe, 
6, 1869; which was referred to the Committe, 
on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed, 
The SPEAKERalso, by unanimous conser. 
laid before the House a communication Reo 
the Surgeon General of the Army, asking ¢,, 
an appropriation of $6,000 for Providene. 
Hospital, in the District of Columbia: whict 
was referred to the Committee on Ap; 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 
COLUMBIA HOSPITAL. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous eo, 
sent, laid before the House a communicatio, 
from the Acting Secretary of the Interioy 
transmitting a report of the Surgeon Genery 
of the Army, relative to the expenditure 
appropriations for Columbia Hospital fo, 
Women and Lying-in Asylum ; which was yo. 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations, ay 
ordered to be printed. . 
GETTYSBURG NATIONAL CEMETERY. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent. 
laid before the House a letter from the Goveryo 
of the State of Connecticut, transmitting acoy 
of an act of the Legislature of that State. a 
thorizing the cession to the United States o: 
all the title and interest of that State in th: 
Soldiers’ National Cemetery at Gettysburg, j 
the State of Pennsylvania ; which was referred 
to the Committee on MilitaryAffairs, and or 
dered to be printed. 
STATUE OF NATHANIEL GREENE, 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous « 


ropria- 


l- 


| sent, laid before the House a letter from the 


Does he yield to the gentleman from || 


secretary of State of Rhode Island, announ 
cing that the statue of Major General Nathanie! 
Greene, designed to occupy a place in the old 
Hall of the House of Representatives, is con 

pleted, and asking instruction as to the cor 

signment thereof; which was referred to th 

Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous co 
sent, laid before the House a letter from t! 
Attorney General, submitting estimates of a 
propriations for the service of his depart 
during the next fiscal year; which was referr 
to the Committee on Appropriations, 
ordered to be printed. 

PROTECTION OF AMERICAN SEAMEN, 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
also laid before the House a letter from th 
Secretary of State, communicating an abstra 
of all returns made to his Department by t! 
collectors of customs pursuant to the act o! 
May 28, 1796, for the relief and protecti 
of American seamen, showing the number 
seamen registered in the several ports of entr; 
in the United States during the year ending 


| September 30, 1869; which were referred | 


the Committee on Commerce, and ordered t 
be printed. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, a! 


| laid before the House a report of the Secretary 


of the Interior, pursuant to the second section 


| of an act making appropriations for the legis 


his Department; which was referred to the || 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to | 


be printed. 
PUBLICATION OF LAWS. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 


| sent, laid before the House a communication 


from the Secretary of State, asking for an 
appropriation of $36,000 for publishing the 
laws; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 
PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a communication 
from the Surgeon General of the Army, inclos- 
ing areportof _ ong for the completion 

ospital, in the District of 


lative, executive, and judicial expenses of th’ 
Government for the year ending June 80, 1t:0; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appr 


| priations, and ordered to be printed. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, a:s0 
laid before the House a letter from the Com 
missioner of Patents, transmitting a statemen! 
of the expenses of the United States Pateu' 
Office for the year ending November 380, 150¥; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
and ordered to be printed. 

CONTESTED-ELECTION CASES. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, a's 

laid before the House papers in the following 


| contested-election cases; which were referred 
| to the Committee of Elections: 


Taylor vs. Reading, fifth district of Penn- 
sylvania ; 
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Sheafe vs. Tillman, fourth district of Ten- 
nessee ; a . == . 

Leftwich vs. Smith, eighth district of Ten- 
nessee : - : a Y : . 

Shields vs. Van Horn, sixth district of Mis- 

Switzler vs. Dyer, ninth district of Missouri; 

Barnes vs. Adams, eighth district of Ken- 
{ icky ; a ; 3° ° . r } 
Zeigler vs. Rice, ninth district of Kentucky ; 
Chamblin vs. Platte, second district of Vir- 
Has 
Hinds vs. Sherrod, sixth district of Ala- 
bama; ; ‘ on hed ede 
Reid vs. Julian, fourth district of Indiana ; 
E, gleston vs. Strader, first district of Ohio; 
Elliott vs. Rogers, second district of Arkan- 
as; and ; , , 

Boyden vs. Shober, sixth district of North 
Carolina. 

Mr. FaRNSWORTH’S motion was then agreed 
to, there being on a division—ayes 60, noes 
3; and thereupon (at half past two o'clock 
p.m.) the House adjourned. ‘ 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rules, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 

By Mr. BENJAMIN: The petition of George 
\V. Henry, for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Harriet W. Wilkerson, 
widow of Charles Wilkerson, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Zelica ‘T. Dunlap, 
praying for a pension. 

By Mr. BURR: A petition of citizens of 
various counties in the tenth district of Illinois, 
praying the repeal of all laws imposing duties 
on importation of hides. 

By Mr. INGERSOLL: The petition of C. P. 
Towle and 112 others, citizens of Hennepin, 
Illinois, praying for the repeal of the duty on 
ides, 

Also, the memorial of G. H. Dickinson and 

' others, citizens ef Malden, Illinois, praying 
r the repeal of the duty on hides. 
‘5 others, citizens of Galva, Illinois, praying 
for the repeal of the duty on hides. 

sy Mr. LOGAN: The petition of L. John- 
ston and others, of Richland county, Lllinois, 
asking that hides be placed on the free list. 

Also, the petition of G. B. Thomas and 
others, asking that the word slave be stricken 
from the Army-rolls so that all soldiers may 
have the same rights as to bounties. 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petitions of Wil- 
liam C, Pickens and of William R. Duncan, 
of Tennessee, each praying for a pension. 

By Mr. McNEELY: A petition of 20 citi- 
zens of Fulton county, Illinois, for repeal of duty 
on hides. 

By Mr. PAINE: The petition of Henry L. 
Atkins and 29 others, citizens of Milwaukee, 
M+ hipaa for the repeal of the duty on raw 
hides, 

By Mr. STARKWEATHER: The petition 
of A. S. Mathews and 70 others, of Stoning- 
ton, Connecticut, asking Congress to remove 
tariff duties on imported coal. 

By Mr. UPSON: The petition of Amos 

Armstrong, a soldier of the war of 1812, for 
increase of pension. 
; 3y Mr. WHITTEMORE: The petition of 
M. G. Tarrh, for compensation as census-taker 
in the year 1860 in the county of Chesterfield, 
South Carolina. 

By Mr. WILLARD: The petition of J. H. 
Lucia, late of company H, seventeenth regi- 
ment Vermont volunteer infantry, for pay, 
extra pay, and allowances. 

By Mr. WELLS: The memorial of Addison 
M. Copen, private in company I, third United 


States dragoons, in the Mexican war, for 


pension. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: A petition of citizens 
ium asking a repeal of the duty on 
1d@8, 
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By Mr. WINCHESTER: A memorial from 

letter-carriers of Louisville, Kentucky. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 

The following notice for leave to introduce 
a bill was given under the rule: 

By Mr. JONES, of Kentucky: A bill for the 
erection of city post office, United States court- 
rooms, and internal revenue offices in the city 
of Covington, Kentucky. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 8, 1869. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. J. P. New- 
MAN, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

Hon. WititaM T. Hami.ron, from the State 
of Maryland, appeared in his seat to-day. 

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first busi- 
ness in order is the presentation of petitions 
and memorials. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Iask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to proceed to the appoint- 
ment of the standing committees, which it 
would be well to appoint before petitions are 
presented in order that they may be properly 
referred. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Rhode Island asks that the thirty-fifth 
rule, requiring the committees of the Senate to 
be elected by ballot, the chairman separately 
and then the remaining members of each com- 
mittee, may be dispensed with by unanimous 
consent, so that they may be appointed by reso- 
lution. Is there any objection? The Chair 
hears none. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the list of 
committees which I hand to the Secretary be 
adopted as the list of standing committees of 
the Senate for the present session. 

The Secretary read the list, as follows: 

On Foreign Relations—Messrs. Sumner, (chairman, ) 
Cameron, Harlan, Morton, Patterson, Schurz, and 
Casserly. 


On Finance—Messrs. Sherman, (chairman,) Wil- 
liams, Cattell, Morrillof Vermont, Warner, Fenton, 
and Bayard. 

On Appropriations — Messrs. Morrill of Maine, 
cbairman,) Wilson, Cole, Sprague, Sawyer, Pool, 
and Stockton. 

On Commerce—Messrs. Chandler, (chairman, ) Cor- 
bett, Kellogg, Spencer, Conkling, Buckingham, 
and Vickers. 

On Manufactures—Messrs. Morton, (chairman, ) 
Yates, Robertson, Boreman, and McDonald. 

On Agriculture—Messrs.Cameron,(chairman,) Rob 
ertson, Tipton, Gilbert, and McCreery. 

On Military Affairs—Messrs. Wilson, (¢ 
Howard, Cameron, Morton, Thayer, Al 
Schurz. 

On Naval Affaire—Messrs. Cragin, (chairman,) 
Anthony, Nye, Drake, Scott, Osborn, and Stockton. 


hairman, ) 
ybott, and 


On the Judiciary—Messrs. Trumbull, (chairman,) | 


Stewart, Edmunds, Conkling, Rice, Carpenter, 
and Thurman. 

On Post Offices and Post Roads—Messrs. Ramsey, 
(chairman,) Pomeroy, McDonald, llamlin, Cole, 
Gilbert, and Thurman. 

On Public Lands—Messrs. Pomeroy. (chairman, ) 
W.illiams, Tipton, Osborn, Warner, 
Casserly. 

On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Williams, 
man,) Ferry, Sawyer, Kellogg, and Bayard. 
On Indian Affairs—Messrs. Harlan, (chairman, 
oss, Corbett, Thayer, Buckingham, Pool, and 


Ly i 
(chairman,) Tip- 


(chair- 


R 
D ; 
On Pensions—Messrs. Edmunds, I 
ton, Spencer, Pratt, Brownlow, Schurz, and Mce- 

Creery. 

On LPevolutionary Claims—Messrs. Yate chair- 
man,) Pool, Fowler, Brownlow, and Saulsbury. 

On Claims—Messrs. Howe, (chairman,) Willey, 
Scott, Sprague, Robertson, Pratt, and Davis. 

On the District of Columbia—Messrs. Hamlin, 
chairman,) Patterson, Sumner, Rice, Harris, Pratt, 
and Vickers. 

On Patents—Messrs. Willey, (chairman,) Ferry, 
Carpenter, Norton, and Hamilton. 

On Public Buildings and Grounds—Messrs. Morrill 
of Vermont, (chairman,) Trumbull, Cole, Stockton, 
and Hamilton. 

On Territories—Messrs. Nye, (chairman,) 
MeDonald, Schurz, Howard, 
Creery. 

On the Pacifie Railroad—Messrs. Howard, (chair- 
man,) Sherman, Ramsey, Stewart, Wilson, Harlan, 
Drake, Rice, Abbott, Fenton, and Scott. 





Cragin, 


On Mines and Mining— Messrs. Stewart, (chairman, ) 


Chandler, Anthony, Yates, Ross, Saulsbury, and 


Fowler. 


Sprague, and 


Boreman, and Mc- | 
j 


a 


. On the Revision af the Laws of the United States 
Messrs. Conkling, (chairman,) Sumner, Carpenter, 
Pool, and Bayard. 

On Education Messrs. Drake, chairman, Morrill 
of Vermont, Sawyer, Corbett, and Pomeroy 

To Audit and Control the ¢ itingent | rpenses 
Senate—Messrs. Ferry, (chairman, 
Davis. 

On Engrossed Di/lls—Messrs. 
man) and Norton. 

Joint Committee on Printing— Messrs. Ant} ony, 
chairman,) Harris, anc Casserly. 

Joint Committee on the Library—Messrs. Cattell, 
(chairman,) Howe, and Morrill of Maine. 

Joint Committee on Enrolled Bille—Messrs. T 
chairman,) Pattersen, and Abbott. 

The list was adopted. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the select 
Committee on Revision of the Rules that was 
appointed at the last session and the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis 
abilities be continued for the present session, 
and that the names which I have sent to the 
desk constitute those committees. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Seeretary 
will report the names. 

rhe Secretary read the list, as follows: 

Select Committee on Revision of the Rules—Mr. An 
thony, (chairman,) Mr. Pomeroy, and Mr, Edmunds. 

Ne lect Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities—Mr. Robertson, (chairman,) Mr. Osborn, 
Mr. Hamlin, Mr. Howe, Mr. Ferry, Mr. Boreman, 
and Mr. Vickers. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I am not sure that it 
requires any resolution to continue the joint 
Committee on Retrenchment. Perhaps the 

| Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Parren- 
SON] can inform me on that point. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Isupposenot. I sup 
pose that was provided for at the last sessiov 
by the concurrent resolution of the two Houses. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under 
stands that the joint select Committee on Re 
trenchment still exists and does not need 
revival. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the Senators 
named in the paper which I have sent to the 
desk be the committee on the part of the Senate. 

‘The Secretary read as follows: 

Joint Select Committee on Retrenchment on the part 
of the Senate—Mr. Patterson, (chairman,) Mr. Wil 
liams, Mr. Schurz, and Mr. Thurman. 

[he motion was agreed to. 

COMMITTEE CLERK. 

Mr. ANTHONY. In connection with this 
subject I desire to offer the following resolu 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Education 
authorized to employ a clerk at the same 
compensation as is allowed to clerks of other com 
mittees. 


of the 
Kdmunds, and 


Buckingham (chair 


hayer, 





The resolution was considered by unanimou 

| consent, and agreed to. 

REFERENCE OF BILLS, ETC. 

| Mr. SUMNER. Before presenting a peti 
tion which I have in my hand [ desire to as] 
whether the bills which have been heretofor 
introduced have had a proper reference ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will requir 
the action of the Senate. There are now lying 

| on the table several bills, executive commu 
nications, and petitions. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘The reason I put the ques- 
tion is that I was about to take the liberty of 
asking that Senate bill No. 295, to amend the 
banking.act and to promote the resumption of 
specie payments, introduced by me yesterday, 
be not referred immediately, as a Senator on 
the floor has expressed to me a desire to make 
some remarks on the question of its reference 
Perhaps there may be no objection to a gen 
eral reference of all the other bills to the appro 

|| priate committees, leaving that out. I wil 
move, then, that all bills already introduced be 

referred to the appropriate committees w 
|| the exception of the one which I have alread 
indicated. 

Mr. CONKLING. The motion, I suggest, 
had better include also petitions and memo- 
|| rials. 
| Mr. SUMNER. Yes; 
| rials also. 


} 


petitions and memo- 
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The VICK PRESIDENT. And executive 
communications which have been submitted 
by the Chair and have been laid on the table? 

Mr. SOMNER. All papers. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I doubt the propriety of 
that motion ; for there are one or two bills on 
the table that I should like to say a few words 
upon at the time of their reference. 

Mr. SUMNER, Then the Senator may have 
those excepted from the general order of refer- 
ence, 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I willexceptthe bill regu 
lating the immigration of Chinese into this 
country. 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. 
excepted. 

Mr. STEWART. I should like to have 
excepted also the joint resolution introduced by 
me for the relief of persons engaged in the late 
rel f lion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
excepted, 

Mr, DRAKE. Ihope Senate bill No. 274, 
introduced by me, will be excepted from the 
general reference. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
be excepted, 

Mr. MORTON. I will ask that the joint 
resolution to restore Virginia be excepted. 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. That will be 
except d. 

Mr. SPENCER. LIask that the bill intro- 
duced by me the other day fér the relief of Mr. 
Crowe and others from disabilities be excepted. 

fhe VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no 
other exceptions, the Chair will take the sense 
of the Senate on the motion of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, that all bills, resolutious, peti- 
tions, and other papers presented and laid on 
the table before the appointment of the com- 
mittees shall be referred by the Secretary to 
heir appropriate committees, with the excep- 
tions indicated by Senators. 


he motion was agreed to. 


That will be 


That will be 


That will also 


PETITIONS AND MEMORTALS. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present the petition of 
an Mr. C. 8. Boutwell, of the State of ‘Texas, 
etting forth that he has been a rebel and has 
kk of it, and praying to be relieved of 
| move that it be referred to the 
pecial committee on that subject. 

he motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


rot sic 


disabilities. 


Congress to suspend the workings of the I’rench 
cable on American soil until France authorizes 
the laying of a cable on T’rench soil from 
American soil and allows all communications 
through the cable to pass freely through France. 
| would state that there is now a bill on the 
table of the Senate which meets certainly a 
part of the prayer of this petition. I shall call 
it up at an early day. Meanwhile I present 
this petition, and move its reference to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. LOWE presented a petition of James | 


Rt. Cole, of Wisconsin, who was an enrolling 
ollicer during the rebellion, and who was shot 
and disabled for life while engaged in that 


duty, praying to be allowed a pension ; which || 


was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
lle also presented the petition of citizens of 


Chippewa county, Wisconsin, praying for the || 
repeal of the duty on foreign hides; which was || 


referre d to the Committee on Iinance. 
Mr. KELLOGG presented a petition of citi- 


zens of the city of New Orleans, Jefferson City, || 


Carrollton, and the surrounding vicinity, in and 
of the State of Louisiana, praying Congress to 
extend the port of entry of the city of New 
Orleans so as to include the upper limits of 
the borough of Carrollton, in the parish of 
Jefferson, State of Louisiana; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CATTELL presented a petition of sixty- 
two citizens of New Jersey, asking the enact- 
ment of a law granting bounties to the nine- 


Mr. President, I presenta | 
petition from William Cornell Jewett, praying | 


i 
i} 
| 


| 
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months soldiers the same as to those who 
served a longer period; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of 
Polly Wales, of Providence, Rhode Island, 
widow of Norman Wales, praying to be allowed 
a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Lucinda 
Parkerson, of West Greenwich, county of Kent, 
Rhode Island, widow of Vamey Parkerson, 
praying to be allowed arrears of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Catharine 
8. Dougherty, of I’all River, county of Bristol, 


Massachusetts, praying to be allowed arrears | 
of pension; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of Alex- 
ander C, Twining, praying an extension of his 
patent for the manufacture of ice; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Ie also presented the petition of Ira Emory, 


| late a member of company D, fourteenth 


Connecticut volunteers, praying to be allowed 
. . ’ . 6 ’ 
a pension; which was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Pensions. 
He also presented the petitions of J. K. || 


c 


Bass, J. H. Stephens, N. C. Read, Israel F. 


'| Battaile, I. G. Davidson, and N. W. Bush, | 


all of the county of Brenham, ‘Texas, praying 
the removal of their political disabilities; 
which were referred to the select Committee 


| on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

I have a petitition signed | 

| by sundry officers of the Navy, who allege that 
gross injustice was done to them in the pro- | 


Mr. HAMLIN. 


motions which were provided for in the law of 
July 25, 1866. 
facts of some of thecases. I have no doubt 
there were remarkable transactions at the 
Navy Department under that law; I have no 
doubt that simple justice demands at our hands 
a revision of the acts that were there per- 


formed; and I ask the earnesi and candid | 
attention of the Committee on Naval Affairs | 
| to the subject embraced in this petition. I | 

move that it be referred to the Committee on | 
| Naval Affairs. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COLE presented the petition of the 
Ladies’ Seamen’s I’riend Society, of San Fran- 
cisco, California, praying the establishment of 


official shipping-masters and shipping officers | 
| throughout the United States; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
lie also presented the memorial of Messrs. 


| Sweeney & Bough, proprietors of the Mer- 


chants’ Exchange, San Francisco, California, 


asking indemnity for establishing signal stations | 


near that city ; which was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Claims. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WILLIAMS asked, and by unanimous || 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint || the last summer and the universal sentiment o! 


| all parties in the southern States has decided 


resolution (S. R. No. 69) relating to amend- 


ments of the Constitution; which was read | 


twice by its title. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. 


The Secretary read as follows: 
Beit resolved, &c., That whenever satisfactory evi- 


| dence is furnished to the Secretary of State that 


three fourths of the Legislatures of the several 
States have ratified any amendment proposed by 
Congress to the Constitution of the United States 
he shall forthwith proclaim the fact of such ratifica- 
tion; and if it shall appear that the Legislature of 


aforesaid, any other action by the Legislature of 
that State as to such amendment shall be void and 


| disregarded by the Secretary of State. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I move that that joint 
resolution be printed and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary; and I express the 
hope that for obvious reasons it will receive 
the early attention of that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 


| which was read twice by its title, referred , 


[ have some knowledge of the | 





I ask that the joint reso- | 
|| lution be read at length. 








December 8, 


resolution (S. R. No. 70) against leasing certain 


public lands in the city of San Francisco Ca] 
ifornia; which was read twice by its title. P 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that that joins 
resolution be referred to the Committea 
Retrenchment. I believe the chairman of ¢] 2 
committee is in possession of the facts relatino 
to that matter; and I will only suggest to hj, 
what probably he already is aware of, that | 
understand it is highly important to the public 
interests that immediate action should be had 
upon it. : 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimoys 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bil] (s 
No. 299) to promote international coinage : 


the Committee on I'inance, and ordered to be 


| printed. 


Mr. FERRY asked, and by unanimous cop. 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No 
300) for the relief of Alexander C. Twinino- 
which was read twice by its title, referred t, 
the Committee on Patents, and ordered to he 
printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
301) for the repeal of certain laws therein 
named; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. FERRY. As the bill is a very shor 
one I ask that it may be read at length. 

‘The Secretary read as follows: 

Re it enacted, &c., That an act entitled “ An act; 
prescribe an oath of oflice, and for other purposes 


“ 


| approved July 2, 1862, and all parts of other a 


requiring the taking or administration of the o; 
in said first-mentioned act prescribed, be, and th 
same are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. FERRY. The object of the bill, it wil! 
be seen, is to repeal the laws requiring the 


| administration of what is known as the test 


oath. Bills were introduced at the !ast ses 
sion, and other similar bills yesterday, looking 
to a general removal of the political disabili 


| ties created by the fourteenth amendment | 


the Constitution. It has been my hope that a: 
some time during the present session thos 


| bills may receive the favorable action of tl 


Senate ; yet without still farther action repeal: 


|| ing the laws whose repeal is provided for in th 
|| bill which I have now introduced the objec: 
| of the former bills will not be accomplished. 


The test-oaths now preclude from all objects 
of l’ederal ambition a very large proportion of 
the population of the southern States; and 
until those acts are repealed, the necessity of 
which, as it seems to me, has now gone by, it 
will be impossible to remove the irritation and 
bitterness of feeling which yet, to some extent. 
remains in a large portion of our country. | 
believe the policy of a general removal o! 


|| those disabilities, created either by the third 
|| section of the fourteenth amendment or by the 
| statutes requiring the administration of the 


test-oath, is a policy which the experience 0! 


ought to be adopted by Congress; and as the 
Republican party now in power original) 
enacted those laws for the security of the Gov 


| ernment and the preservation of the life of th 


nation, so now when those necessities are 
gone by it has certainly seemed to me that the 
same party which enacted them should repea 
them. I hope the bill will receive the ear'y 
attention of the committee. I move its refer 


| ence to the select Committee on Political Dis 
r 1a | abilities. 
a State has ratified any amendment proposed as | 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CATTELL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a Dill (». 
No. 802) giving the consent of ‘the United 
States to the erection of a bridge across t! 
Delaware river between Philadelphia and Cam: 
den ; which was read twice by its title, referre¢ 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordere¢ 
to be printed. 

Mr. CARPENTER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (5. 
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z Certain o3)'in rel n to the rights of members || time immemorial has been, in its calls on the The VICK PRESIDEN here are no 

3CO, Cal. 1 rress ; which was read twice by its title, President in reference to foreign relations, to | further resolutions to be offered » Chair will 

lie, -ed to the Committee on the Judiciary, || submit them always to his discretion, it being || call up the resolu now lhe 

at: joint i red to be one assumed that possibly it may not be proper to || first one is that offered by +} senator from 

ittee on te KELLOGG aske d, | 1 by unanimous || make a communication on such subjects. Minnesota [ Mr. Ramsey] the day bet \ 

D Of that cont obtained, leave to sirodien a tall (2. Mr. THURMAN I will modify the resolu terday, and which 1 d erthe r 

relating { ranting to the 3 Nev vy Orleans, Mobile, || tion, then, so as to make it conform to that lhe Secretary will report t 

b to his od Chattanooga Rai road C ompany the right || usage. lhe Secretary read az follows: 

that I y way through the public lands of the United the VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no Reaolved. That the President of the United & 

° public sates, and for other purposes ; which was read || objection the resolution will be so modified. s hereby requested, if in his judgment 

| be had by its title, refe rred to the Committee on lhe resolution, as modified, was adopted. WAS ONO Rares are ae 8 ph Set plesant yd. 
Lands, aud ordered to be print ted. CONDITION OF CUBA the Gas rnment re iabhae to the pres me @ f th 


Mr CORBETT asked, and by unanimous 7 ‘AME] William MacDougall at Pembina, in Dako Cerri 
ani ' 1, 9 bm tninndinana aie Mr. CAME tON s submit ttedthe following res- tory, and the opposition by th habitants of S 
animons »t obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. ene : Se! ne : oe : 
| ‘ , 


























bill (s. siving the consent of the United States || O@U0n; whic th Was ¢ ynsidered by unanimous thee aioe of the os ee . ~ ! 
Oinage the erection of a bridge across the Willa- || COBSeMt, and agreed to : » transferred by the Huds ‘ to 
erred ty ‘te river, in Oregon, from the city of Port Kesolved, that the President of the United States || Dominion of Canada 
ed to b to the east bank of said river; which was || opinion not incompatible with the pul Na ’tatoeet Mr“ HOWARD. Tha : re resol 
ce by its title, referred to the Com- || any information he may heave in his possession in | of in juiry, and as such there is, perhaps, no 
OUS Con .on Commerce, and ordered tobe printed. ||} nd to thi a en ee woes ition in Cubvaand | impropriety in the Senate adopting it; but | 
(S. No OUNTIES TO COLORED SOLDIERS rpg i Mi apprehend it will lead to no very importan 
ae, ’ ‘ ‘ Dap > Whe ry AYy Mig?” +5 . : BAA ss / | hid 
Wining ‘Sr, SUMNER. I offer a resolution of in- inate ta ah sr oh \> " his ‘pos L do not su £7 el ee 
erred t yon which [ ask immediate action : $7: ROTO OF TEE, Sener) eran See ae eee ae ae 
x1 to he yeee = - : Ordered, VI J ’. Levy have leave with »d reliable or official in regard to thi 
‘a ed, That the Committee on Military Affairs || draw the papers re r to his claim against the ca insurrection cn the Red river country. 
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in ju Gy win white citizens in the enjoym tRILL. of Vermont. I desire to aclion at present. I do not see that the int 
tle. DNase By. 3 : that I will on I’riday callup House | ests of the United States are in any way 
ry shor by unanimous consent the Senate proceeat l tion No. 72, in relation to regulat- | volvedin it. Itappears, so far as I understand 
of : sider the resolution. ; ‘ ra of laberof Government laborers, || it, to be a mere local disturbance in one of th 
Mr. St MNIch, I sce that my colleague, , and mechanics. It will be remem- || remote possessions pertaining to th Domi 
_ chairman of the Committee on bere bered that during the last Congress we passed | of Canada, with which we ought to interfere or 
allairs, 13 DOW 1D his seat. | had proposed ti a law in relation to the regulation of the hours | intermeddle as little as possible, in my judg 
. ae articular attention to this r« sol ition. || of labor, not touching the compensation. The | ment. 1 hardly think it is worth while to 
a unde rst tand that there is a statute of 1861 by Attorney General gave an opinion upon that make the inquiry for these reasons 
vie hich former slaves who served 1 — the Army || Jaw, but the Departments are executing it con- As to the gentleman named, Mr. MacDou 
nite the [ nited States are excluded from the || trary to the opinion of the Attorney General. | gall, there is 1 believe a misapprehension gen 
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1 ton a our lag and th ed 2 ad gst profit to open and it is d lemoralizi ing every | MacDougall, I am very whats informed, has 
look COC aay” es Sa = oe A faire ti e eee Ins tuvon we have which em- ceoukehd no appol ntment whatever from the 
dizah a on aimee on Militan Hairs to see LO |) Hloys any laborers or workmen. It was not dis- | Governor ofthe entialaitans xercise authority 
ment | ee a + a ter adopted. cussed in the House of Repre sentatives at all, | in the Red river ¢ ountry. Ile ha s gone there, 
> that and very little discussed here. I propose to | ag | am credibly informed—I might say au 
n tl RECIPROCAL TRADE WITH CANADA contribute my share to a proper discussion of || thentically informed—merely as a private indi 
n of t Mr. THURMAN. I offer the following reso- the question, and will take either Iriday or | vidual on the assurance of the Governor of th 
1 renea sn; and if there be no objection I ask for its || Some other early day which will better suitthe || Dominion thatat some future time and on some 
or in th esent consideration : convenience of the Senate to doit. proper oecasion he should be appointed gov 
e ob Resolved, That the President be requested to CHUEROKEE LANDS IN KANSAS. ernor of that portion of British America com 
iplish l, in the ante nes me pane the nat seesi e t Mr. ROSS. Mr. President, on the 26th of monly known as the lied river country, whien, 
| Objects ed between this Government and the Govern- || March lasta joint resolution was passed ithrough ag SOO ORs in extent is equal to abou 
e200 , ritain 1 and ire land a F +P a i. Congre 8S providing for the sale of certain | ands ht ird pé art of the whole United States o! An 
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doubt about the fact that the great ma 
settlers of the Red river coun ry onihe! 
ern border 


tion an 


ua 


) t , r 
‘respondence that may have taken pli we ry: ' . s 1 4] 
Indians and the United States, and the con- 
thet 
‘ l 


: last session of Congress on that subject : ; . : ; , 
extent, tween the Executive and the Government of Great sideration of question induced the Sen- a4 
‘ 


, itoin and * that of the ominio1 . ; f I : : ( iinnesotaare greatly aiss; ! 
ntry. | ee freland, or that of the Dominion of || ator from lowa [Mr. Hariay] to move to a - . yo ' 
yval ot aaa. ° | . . ’ with some arrangements which have 
ye . R t tha @ P led reconsider the action of the Senate. I now | ™'*" * d b. eee ot I C 
» thir By unanimous consent the Senate proceede iki; eget Bie Sab on been made by which the Hudson Bay Com 
he thir g , , proceeded || move to refer the joint resolution to the Com- 1) MORS.NF. WAey 6 Aneeee SS 


yr by tl : { consider the re solution. have sold out their interests for 81,500,000. 


mittee on Indian Affairs. 
Pay Mr. SUMNE a ae he rt TEATS 4 ' 
1 OF thi oe MNER. I would suggest to th The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 


Lhere is di scontent of a serious kind, 
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the Gor es with the public interest. Us The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair will | #!S°. 4 [ understa » the matter pi 
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1@ earl} eae They are in that part of the reso- Mr. ROSS. [ask thissimply forthe purpose | PTOVinecial government, w! ill look to t 
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embrace the whole resolution, [ he ave not the BRITISH NORTHWEST TERRITORY. done upon proper tern j I 


san east objection in the world. Mr. RAMSEY. There is a resolution on || will be no longer any di y tur- 

Ous . . L? } 1 : a 2 ! }? re : “1 

bill 2 Mr. SUMNER. I will simply submit to || the table which I should like to call up at this || bulence or trouble in the lted river country. 
ans the Senator that the usage of the Senate from || time. i} But all these matters, Mr. President, are o1 
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a peculiar and local nature, belonging exclu- 
ively to those settlers; and I do not see why 
the Senate of the United States should call 
ipon the Executive for any information upon 
the subject at the present time, and I hardly 
think it is worth while. 
Mr. RAMSEY. It is rather surprising that 
a mere resolution of inquiry, which ordinarily 
passes as a matter of course, should provoke 
6 much opposition from the Senator from 


Michigan, especially when he says that in his | 


opinion there is nothing in the possession of 
the Executive to be communicated in answer 
tothe resolution. Doubtless his remarks have 
excited in the minds of the Senate a desire to 
learn something more on the subject, and per- 
haps the information desired may be obtained 
by the passage of this resolution. Whether 


1 


Mr. RAMSEY. We want information, and 
then we shall know how to act. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
on agreeing to the resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

RIGHTS OF PERSONS. 

The 

next resolution on the table to be the follow- 

ing, submitted by Mr. Srewarr on the 6th 
instant: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
requested to inquire if any States are denying to any 
class of persons within their jurisdiction the equal 


|| protection of the law, in violation of treaty obliga- 
tions with foreign nations and of section one of the | 


the affair of which he has spoken amounts to | 


notoing, or may grow into great consequences, 
we cannot now say; but certainly it is a mat- 
ter of some importance to us. 


The commnu- | 


nity which Lin part represent here has a very | 


considerable trade with the people of that 
country. They are in a state of discontent, 
insubordination, and revolution. That con- 
dition of affairs has been pending for some 
It is said that there 1s some danger of 
involving the Indians on both sides of the line 
in this quarrel. Weare deeply interested ; and 
it is very important that we should know some- 
thing aboutit. If there is any official inform- 
ation in the possession of the Executive there 
can be no harm in calling for it. It is what is 
usually done when any affair of this kind 


lime. 


threatens to embroil or give trouble to any | 


portion of the people on our borders. Under 


uch circumstances it is usual to call for the | 
information that may be in the possession of | 
the [ixecutive, and we get it if the giving of | 


it to us does not militate against the public 
interests. 

We have officials in that vicinity; we have 
a collector of the revenue and we have other 
oflicers there, who have doubtless communi- 
cated with the Government. There is no doubt 
that this Dr. MacDougall is encamped upon 
our own soil and holding correspondence with 
these people across the line. It is very im- 


portant to us to know what this state of things | 


may probably lead to and what the real con- 
dition of affairs there is. Iam surprised that 
the honorable Senator from Michigan should 
have felt compelled to oppose this resolution, 
which is simply one of inquiry. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, the Senator 
from Minnesota will remember that I took the 
liberty of objecting to action on his resolution 
when it was first introduced. I assigned a 
specific reason for that, which was that the 
President's message had not yet been received. 
That having been received, the President of 
the United States having made his statement 
on our relations with England, I see no objec- 
tion to this call for further information on the 
specific matter to which it relates. I have no 
means of knowing now precisely what the call 
may bring forth; but | cannot doubt that it 
will be something more or less interesting to 
the Senate. I think, therefore, the resolution 
had better be adopted. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, I certainly 
did not rise for the purpose of making any spe- 
cial opposition to the adoption of this saele- 
tion, as the honorable Senator from Minnesota 
seems to have misunderstood me. The idea 
which [ sought to convey was not one of oppo- 
sition to the call for information, but under 
present circumstances I can see no good result 
that is likely to flow from the passage of the 
resolution. I think it would be better for all 
parties concerned in this matter if the honor- 
able Senator would withdraw his resolution for 
the present. Ido not see any good that can 
come from it. My own opinion is that matters 
are going on in the Red river country about 
right, as near as I can learn, and that the less 
we have to do with the subject the better it will 
be for all parties. 





ee 


fourteenth amendment to the Constitation; and if so, 


| what legislation is necessary to enforce such treaty 
| obligations and such amendment, and to report by 











bill or otherwise. 
Mr. STEWART. [ hope that resolution will 
be adopted. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


CLEARING THE FLOOR, 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the 

next business in order to be the following 
order submitted yesterday by Mr. Drake: 

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms 


cause the 


floor of the Senate to be cleared of all persons not | 


entitled to the privileges thereof ten minutes before 
the hour fixed tor the opening of each session of the 
Senate. 


Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, Ido not sup- 


pose it will be necessary to offer any remark | 


in explanation of that resolution unless its 
propriety shall be objected to by some Senator. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I wish to say a word upon 
that resolution, which has an application to 
Senators themselves that I think it ought not 
to have. I know the time was when individ- 
uals were introduced upon this floor, not 
through the instrumentality of tne Chair, but 
by Senators themselves, in violation of the 
rules which governed the body. I think if we 
all of us would observe the rule which has 
been laid down for our guidance there would 
be no necessity for that portion of the Senator’s 
order which applies to members of the Senate, 
and no occasion for any part of it except that 
which relates to clearing the floor of persons 
not entitled to it. 

Mr. DRAKE. There is nothing else in it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I understood that it referred 
also to persons being on the floor during the 
session of the Senate. 

Mr. DRAKE. No; it is simply a direction 
that the floor shall be cleared ten 
— the hour of meeting each day; that is 
all. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
Why ten minutes ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Imisapprehended the order. 
I thought that the latter part of it applied to 
ourselves, and in my opinion we ought to 


Why not say five minutes? 


observe the rule which binds us without calling | 


upon the Chair to do what belongs to ovr- 
selves. 

The resolution was agreed to; there being, 
on a division—ayes 19, noes 17. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. On the last day 
of the first session of this Congress five biils 
and joint resolutions came from the House of 
Representatives, some of which were read once 
and some read the first and second time, but 
none were referred. They will now be referred 
to the appropriate committees if there be no 
objection, with the exception of the one ex- 
cepted this morning by the Senator from Ver- 
mont [Mr. Morritu] in regard to the hours of 
labor of Govefnment laborers, which he has 
given notice that he proposes to call up on 
riday, and except the one which was taken up 
yesterday and left as unfinished business. 

The titles of the bills alluded to were read; 
and the bill (H. R. No. 134) to establish a land 
district in Wyoming Territory, and for other 
purposes, was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands ; the bill (H. R. No. 419) allow- 
ing parties in certain cases to testify was re- 
ferred to the Committee onthe Judiciary ; and 


minutes | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


The question is 


1} 


December 8, 


| the joint resolution (H. R. No. 75) to facilit 
the construction of the court-house at Spring 
field, Illinois, was read the second time by e 
title, and referred to the Committee on Appro. 


|| priations. 


VICE PRESIDENT announced the || 








|| leasing the custom-house block in § 


MESSAGE FROM THE Hovsg, 


A message from the House of Representa. 
tives, by Mr. McPHERSON, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed a joint resolutio, 
(H. R. No. 77) disapproving of a contract for 
cusi an Fran. 
| cisco, in which it requested the concurrence of 
the Senate. : 

The message also announced that the Hoyee 
_ had agreed to the resolution of the Senate f; 
the printing of additional copies of the report 
of the Commissioner of Agriculture, with ap 
amendment, in which it requested the concyr 
rence of the Senate. 

The message further announced that the 
| House had passed the following resolutions 
in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate : 

A concurrent resolution for printing thirty 
thousand extra copies of the next report of 
the Commissioner of Patents, of which seven. 
teen thousand shall be for the use of the House, 
eight thousand for the use of the Senate, and 
five thousand for the Commissioner of Patents. 

A concurrent resolution for printing five 
thousand extra copies of the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office for 
1868, with the connected map of the United 
States, for the use of the Senate ; fifteen thou- 
sand copies of the same for the use of the 
House, and two thousand copies of the same 
for distribution by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


or 


The message further announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the enrolled 
bill (S. No. 278) for the relief of Rollin White; 
and it was thereupon signed by the Vice Presi: 
dent. 

REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 

Mr.STEWART. Imoveto call up, for refer: 
ence, the joint resolution (S. R. No. 66) for the 
| relief of person engaged in the late rebellion. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
| asin Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
| consider the joint resolution. 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, I think 
the time has arrived for making the declara- 
tion contained in this resolution. When the 

fifteenth amendment shall have been ratified 
| universal manhood suffrage will have been 
| secured; but in the South there will be a few 
persons who will be denied the right to hold 
| 
| 








office. 

In the first placethere is no political advan- 
tage in this exclusion from office. There will 
be no persons excluded from voting. All per- 
sons will vote in the South in the same man- 
ner that they would if these disabilities were 
removed; so that so far as elections are con- 
cerned, so far as the control of power is con- 
cerned, this removal of disabilities will make 
no difference. It does not increase the num: 
ber of rebel voters 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Nevada willsuspend. The morning hour 
having expired, the unfinished business 0! 
yesterday is before the Senate. The unfinished 
business pending at the adjournment yester- 
day was House bill No. 331, to relieve certain 
persons from political disabilities, on which 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCreery] 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. STEWART. [I hope I shall have two 
minutes. 

Mr. McCREERY. I yield. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Nevada will proceed. Senate joint reso 
lution No. 66 is pending. 

Mr. STEWART. I say, then, so far as the 
question of controlling elections is concerned 








the persons disqualified from holding office will 
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ave the same power to vote that they would 
‘esheir disabilities were entirely removed. All 
r ‘le will vote. By removing these dis- 


the peo} 


-hilities it cannot be said that the result will | 


he to throw the late rebellious States into rebel 
hands. It will not affect that question, for so 
far as liberating men and allowing them to vote 
; concerned that will have been accomplished 


without this measure; but retaining these dis- | 
abilities will tend to place the southern States 
n rebel hands; is tending that way every day | 


andevery hour. Tennessee furnishes an exam- 
ple. es 
sow, that when you take the vote again in 
South Carolina, in North Carolina, in Florida, 
‘y Alabama, in Mississippi, and in Texas the 
»ersons who are disabled will come forward 
and say, ‘* Now all men have the ballot; we 
ask that we may be relieved from political dis- 
abilities ;’’ they will put that in their platform, 
and it will be an element of strength. One 
rebel in that situation has more power than ten 
or one hundred with their disabilities removed. 

I believed from the beginning that the phi- 
losophy of the true settlement was universal 
suffrage and universal amnesty. Lverything 


has been tending to that result from the begin- || 


Four years ago and upward L had the 


ning 
Lhilisve 


honor to say that there would be no perma- || 


nent settlement until that was accomplished. 
Now, when we have universal suffrage, let us 


You will find, whatever you may think | 


close the rebellion; letus close reconstruction | 


and have universal amnesty. 
whether we grant it or not. Itwill bean issue 
until it does come, and when it comes by a 
contest before the people it will bring into 
power a Class of men that will not protect the 
rights of the people we have sought to protect 
as well as we will protect them. 
rebels into power; it is their stock in trade. 
The continuance of their disabilities now is 
what makes them powerful. 
powerful in Tennessee, and will make them 
powerful elsewhere. ‘They have the power to 
vote. We ought to relieve them from disabil- 
ities. We ought to have generosity and saga- 
city enough to grant it in time. 


As for removing individual disabilities, tak- || 


ing up individual cases and acting on each 


separately, I am satisfied that it is impossible | 


It will come | 


It will bring | 


It made them | 


for Congress in the way it is organized to do | 


that subject justice. We have no means of 
getting information ; we have to get ourinform- 
ation from strangers, and we shall be con- 
stantly imposed upon. I gave that matter 
attention last winter, and I found myself daily 
imposed upon. Irresponsible persons that I 
knew nothing of would say that this man was 
a good man or a bad man, and perhaps when 
[ came to inquire about the character of my 
informant I found that he was not to be relied 
upon. I was constantly making representa- 
tions here that I subsequently ascertained were 
doing injustice. 
removing disabilities, it is passed, and when it 
goes to the other House, on another repre- 
sentation from some irresponsible person, the 
name of an individual who has passed the 
scrutiny of this House is attacked in the other, 
or vice versa. As we are organized it is im- 
possible for us to relieve these disabilities in 
detail and do justice. It must be done by 
classes. It seems to me that if we say now 
that when the fifteenth amendment shall have 
been adopted these disabilities shall disappear 
we shall strengthen the country, strengthen the 
cause, do no injury to any one, and aid in the 
adoption of the fifteenth amendment, and thus 
consummate and bring about a final peace. 
am in earnest about this matter, and I 
desire to attract the attention of Senators to it. 


A bill is offered in this House | 


[ move now that the joint resolution be referred | 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, to be con- | 


sidered by them, and I hope it may ultimately 
pass, and pass at an early day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis moved that 
the joint resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


The motion was agreed to. 


HOUSE RESOLUTIONS REFERRED. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The joint resolution (H. R. No. 77) disap- 


proving of a contract for leasing the custom- 
house block in San Francisco was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the joint select 
| Committee on Retrenchment. 

The concurrent resolutions received from the 


| House of Representatives for printing certain | 


reports were referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill (H.R. 
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may be put to it by the adoption of some course 
that is not so open to criticism, ihe system 
is not only liable to produce, but must neces- 
sarily produce, evil results and dissatisfaction. 
I shall not object to the passage of this bill. 
because it may contain some very meritorious 
cases. Let it pass so far as I am concerned, 
but I do object to this mode of legislation, and 
shall from this out endeavor to get the subject 


disposed of by general legislation. 


No. 831) to relieve certain persons therein | 


named from the legal and political disabilities 
imposed by the tourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, and for other 
purposes, is now before the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, as the unfinished business 
of yesterday. 

‘The bill was read at length. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I desire to state to the 
Senate that this isa bill that passed the House 
of Representatives a few days before the ad- 

| journment of the first session of the Forty- 
First Congress. [very name in the bill has 
been carefully scrutinized by the committee of 


Mr. WILLEY. I desire to make an inquiry 
whether the correction of the spelling of any 
of these names will have the effect of sending 
the bill back to the House of Representatives? 
I notice that two or three names are incor- 
rectly spelled. I do not know that itis material, 
but if it would not have the effect of sending 
the bill back to the other House I should like 
to have the necessary changes made. 

Mr. CONKLING. I should be glad to in- 
quire of the Senator from Kentucky how many 
names this bill contains? 

Mr. McCREERY. The bill contains the 
names of twenty-eight Kentuckians. 

Mr. CONKLING. But how many in all? 

Mr. MecCREERY. I suppose there are 


| about four or five hundred in the bill. 


the House, and I have been assured by them | 


that the persons named have complied fully 


with the reconstruction actsof Congress; that | 


they recognize the supremacy of the laws of 
the Federal Union over those of their States ; 
in other words, that they are law-abiding citi- 
| zens of the Republic. I hope the Senate will 
| not make any objection to the bill. If we are 
to relieve parties from their disabilities I think 
this is a good bill to begin with. The bill con- 
| tains a large number of names of persons in 
Virginia and Mississippi who are now waiting 
and ready to take oflice ; in fact, who are neces- 
| sary to carry on the State governments there. 
Among the number from Virginia I notice the 
names of two or more judges. 
| conference with those judges myself. I desire 
| very much that this bill should pass, particu- 


| also 


Mr. CONKLING. And from different States? 

Mr. McCREERY. From the different 
southern States. 

Mr. CONKLING. I should be glad to ask 
whether these names have ever been 
referred, the whole of them, to the Committee 
on the Removal of Disabilities of this body? 

Mr. McCREERY. Every name has been 
referred and bills have been reported. The bill 
reported in the House of Representatives was 
passed by the House. The Senate passed a 
similar bill, which went to the other House. 


| The House bill was defeated, under the rules of 
| the Senate, at the close of the last session, and 


I have had a || 


'| larly on account of the names that it contains | 


|| from Virginia and Mississippi. 

Mr. STEWART. I shall interpose no objec- 
tion to the passage of this bill. I did know 
something about these names at one time, 


cases I tried to investigate for several months, 


distinction between particular men and their 
fellow-citizens was next to an impossibility as 
| far as I was concerned. I do not know how 

many more names are put in this bill, because 
| no person can remember a list of names when 
it gets up into the hundreds and thousands. 
But this bill itself isa sufficient commentary 
upon the kind of legislation on which we have 
entered. I believe it would be better to stop 
| passing bills of this description altogether and 
fix some time—the adoption of the fifteenth 
amendment, or some event—for the removal 


| this subject. 

When this bill shall have become a law and 
| these parties relieved there will bein every 
| neighborhood in which they live more or less 
hard feelings against this Government. There 





entitled with the parties that you relieve, per- 
haps more so, and they will say, ‘‘ Why could 
not I be relieved as wellas my neighbor ?’’. They 
will feel the injustice of it, and instead of send- 
_ing harmony you will send discord into every 


but I found that investigation so as to draw a 


though but very little, because many of the |) 


| South Carolina, [Mr. Roperrson. } 


that is the bill which we are now acting upon. 
Our bill, I believe, shared the same fate at the 
other end of the Capitol. 

Mr. CONKLING. So that I understand 
the Senator to say that every name here has 
undergone the examination of the committee 
of this body on that subject? 

Mr. McCREERY. Every name has under- 
gone the examination of the committee, and 
the bill has been reported by the Senator from 
I do not 
know whether he reported every name in this 
bill, but the two committees have passed upon 
every name. 

Mr. CONKLING. 


The honorable Senator 


'|| from Ohio [Mr. SHerMan] informs me that a 


statement was made a few moments ago on that 
subject by the chairman of the committee. | 
was called from the Chamber and did not hear 
what he said. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I will take occasion 
to state to the honorable Senator from New 
York that 1 mentioned that the name of every 


| man in this bill had been closely scrutinized ; 


of all political disabilities, and let these par- || 
| ties wait until then, and not spend so much of 
| our time as will be necessary to legislate upon | 


| will be men in the same neighborhood equally || ~ 
|| mittee of the two Houses on this subject. 


neighborhood in the South by passing this bill. | 


That has been the effect of the bills we have 
passed heretofore; because after a bill had 
passed there would be immediately applica- 


culty of making a fair selection, the difficulty 
| of such legislation, and I do hope that a stop 


tions to me from persons in the same neighbor- | 
hood, pointing out the injustice done to them | 
in postponing their names and preferring those || 
of other parties. The Senate must see the diffi- | 


| 


that the applications for relief were made in 
due form to the House of Representatives, and 
the chairman of the House committee assured 
me that there was no name in the bill that 
ought not to be in it. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should like to ask the 
Senator from Kentucky if this bill has ever 
been considered by a committee? 

“Mr. McCREERY. There was a joint com- 
The 
committee of the Senate reported a bill to the 
Senate which was passed by the Senate. The 
committee of the House reported a bill to the 
House which was passed by the House, and 
that bill is now before the Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then, if I understand the 
Senator, this identical bill has never been com- 
mitted to a committee. 

Mr. McCREERY. Certainly ; it was reported 
by the committee of the House. 

Mr. SUMNER. It has never been com- 
mitted to a committee of this body. Will the 
Secretary be good enough to read the words at 
the beginning of the bill? 








(he Secretary read as follows: 


**In the Senate of the United States, April 9, 1869. 
Read and passed to a second reading. 

** December 7. Read a second time, considered as 
n Committee of the Whole, and adjourned.” 


Mr. SUMNER. Then it appears that the 
bill never has been referred toa committee of 
this body. That is the fact. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, The bill has been re- 
ferred to the committee of which I have the 
honor to be chairman. 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator’s par- 
don; the record is adverse. 

Mr. SHERMAN. = If the Senator from Mas- 
achusetts will allow me, I should like to ask for 
nformation whether these identical names— 

t, perhaps, this bill, but these identical 
names—have been examined in detail by the 
committee of this body? 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I will state to the hon- 
oravle Senator from Ohio that I took occasion 
to gotothe Hlouse of Representatives in relation 
to this subject, and consult with the chairman 
committee there who has this matter 
under his special care, and I also went to his 
rooms and examined the names of these men. 

Mr. SHERMAN. And the evidence? 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SUMNER. I was about to observe that 
eem to me precipitate at least, if not 

dangerous, for the Senate now to undertake to 
act on a bill of this magnitude, containing so 
many names, without a report froma commit- 
tee of this body. I understand that this bill 
has been before the proper committee of the 
other House, and I further understand, on the 

tatement of the Senator from South Carolina, 
that some time during the last session these 
names were considered by the committee of 
which heis chairman ; but I do not understand 
that the bill now pending bas ever been referred 
to a committee, or that it has received the con- 
sideration of any committee of this body. 
('nder these circumstances I submit that we 
ure going too far; at any rate, I ask the ques- | 
tion, if we are not going too far in undertaking 
to act on this bill at this time. Is it not pre- 
cipitate ; is it not without sufficient evidence? 

lhe Senator from Kentucky says that there are 
at least five hundred names in the bill. How 
many Senators know about those names; to 
what extent has the character of those persons 
been verified ; who can vouch for every one of | 
the five hundred? 

If the Senate is disposed to launch into a 
general system of removing disabilities on 
some general principle applicable to a mass I 
can consider that question—that is easy, that 
is practicable; but when we are asked to con- 
sider whether five hundred persons or more 
shall be relieved from their disabilities all at 
once, | must say it does seein to me that the 
bill ought to go to a committee and be care- 
fully considered. If I may be pardoned the 
expression, it should be ground out carefully. 
Who can tellwho may be in that bill?) Who | 
knows? There may be persons who at this 
time ought not to be relieved from their dis- 
abilities. 

('nder these circumstances, Mr. President, 
| think it would be better to have this bill, | 
do not say recommitted, for it has never been 
committed, but haveit take the ordinary course 
of legislation in this body, and be committed to 
a committee, 

The VICE PRESIDENT, 
tor make that motion ? 

Mr. SUMNER, I do, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts moves to refer the bill to the 
select Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities. 

Mr. HOWARD. When this bill was ealled 
up for consideration | obtained the impression 
in some way that it had been submitted form- 
ally to the Committee on Political Disabilities 
of the Senate, and had been considered by 
them, and had been reported back favorably. || 
if that had been the ease I should make no || 


of the 


4 «i ‘ 
if does 


Does the Sena- | 


opposition to the bill, having every confidence 
in the good sense and the wisdom of that com- 
mittee. But it seems not to have been com- 
mitted to the proper committee of the Senate 
for examination at all, as I understand it ; and 
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I think with the Senator from Massachusetts | 


that on so grave a subject as this we ought not 
to proceed precipitately, but that every name 
on the list ought to be carefully examined and 
considered by the committee appointed by the 
Senate on this subject before we are called 
upon to yote finally to remove the disabilities 
attached to such names. 
that the motion to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee on Disabilities of the Senate will pre- 
vail. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I do 
1 believe the Committee on Disabilities is a 
joint committee of the two Houses. 
no separate committee of the Senate on that 
subject, as [ understand. 

Mr. CONKLING. It is not a joint com- 
mittee. 


Mr. CRAGIN. 


mittee on Disabilities is a joint committee ? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Committee 
on Disabilities is not a joint committee of the 
two Houses. The Chair is of the impression 
that during the last session of Congress they 
sometimes met together, but they are not a 
joint committee. It is a select committee of 
this body. 

Mr. CRAGIN. Then I am in error. 

Mr. BOREMAN. I have the honortobea 
member of that committee, and I have never 
seen this bill before that committee. I donot 
think it ever has been considered by them, 
certainly not when | was present. I think it 
never has been before the committee. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I understood the chairman 
of the committee to say that two bills were 
reported, one to the Senate and the other to 
the House of Representatives; that the one 
reported to the Senate passed the Senate, but 


| failed to pass in the House ; and the one that 


passed the House failed to pass in the Senate ; | 
| South Carolina, that there are some nam: 


but the two bills were substantially identical. 
If that is so the names contained in this bill 
have been before the Senate committee, and 
have been once acted upon by the Senate. 
Under these circumstances I can see no reason 
for recommitting the bill, 

Mr. ROBERTSON. There seems to be 
some mistake about this matter. I am glad 
that my friends on the other side of the Cham- 
ber are so particular: it meets with my appro- 
bation. The names in this bill have been 
closely scrutinized by the chairman of the 
House committee. 1 myself assisted him in 
examining most of the names contained in it. 
When the bill passed the House and came to 
the Senate I called my committee together, 
but failed to get a quorum. I stated to the 
Senate verbally that | was assured by Mr. 
WHITTEMORE, the chairman of the House com- 
mittee, that he had carefully examined the 
application of each person whose name is 
contained in this bill, and he was assured of 
their loyalty to the laws of this Government. 
I felt satisfied about the bill or I would not have 
asked the Senate to pass it. The committee 


isnot a joint committee of the two Houses, 


but I took occasion to go and assist Mr. 
WuirremMore in the examination of these 
names. So anxious was I to get the bill through 
at the last session that I went to his rooms at 
night to give him all the assistance I possibly 
could in preparing the names found in this bill. 
I am satisfied that there are no names in it 
that ought to be stricken out. I have the 
assurance of the committee of the other House 
to that effect. Therefore I hope the bill will 
not be recommitted. The committee of the 
House were engaged for over a month in pre- 
paring the bill, and they examined the appli- 
cation of each person named in it. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I will ask the Senator from 


We have | 


I would inquire of the Chair | 
if | am not correct in supposing that the Com- | 
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South Carolina if the bill which is now jp th 
House of Representatives, having passed ¢},, 
Senate, does not contain exactly these itinkes 
Mr. ROBERTSON. It does not. Tie, 
is some difference in the two bills. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I am in favor of 
bill, and shall probably vote for it; but I thin). 


sufficient facts have been disclosed to gho, 


There 


'| that the bill ought to be referred, and carefiy)) 


I hope, therefore, | 


not understand this | 
question as some other Senators seem to do. | 


examined. It is a very rare occurrence, indep,| 
to pass a bill in the Senate without a referen,, 
It never ought to be done against a seri, 
objection. The reference will probably oy), 
delay it for a day or two, and it would be myo) 
better to err on the side of safety on a motio, 
to refer the bill than to pass it when ii ma. 
turn out that hereafter there may be objectio;, 
L hope, therefore, that by general consen: ; 
may be referred, and that the committee wi 
carefully examine these names and report ti; 
bill back atan early day, because I am informe; 
that it is extremely important in point of tip), 
that some of these gentlemen should be ro 
lieved from their disabilities in order to en.))), 
them to hold offices to which they have bee; 
elected by the people. If that is so it woul, 


| be a reason for haste on a careful examination, 








certain exceptions. 


| and probably we can have a report in two oy 
| three days. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I should certainly eo, 
cur with the Senators from Massachusetts and 
Ohio in regard to this bill if I understood th 
facts as they do. [ am myself opposed to 
passing bills hastily and without consideration, 
Ll believe all bills should be carefully consid 


| ered, and that we gain nothing by doing things 


inopportunely and out of order. The rules 0; 
the body are established for the promotion ot 
business, and it is best to preserve them. But 
J understand the facts of this ease differently 
from those Senators. The examination 0 
those five hundred names, if there be tha: 
many in the bill, will take a month, I can 
inform the Senator from Ohio. We had this 
subject before the Committee on the Jud 
ciary 

Mr. SHERMAN. Will my friend allow » 
to mention a fact stated by the Senator fr 





this bill that were not in the bill sent frou 
the House? It will be very easy, as a matter 
of course, toseparate them. He will probabl; 
be able in five minutes to separate those 
names, and then go into an examination o! 
the few names added by the House. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I was about to stat 
what I understood to be the facts. The Judi 
ciary Committee spent a great deal of time at 
the last Congress in investigating many of 
these names. The Senator from Nevada | Mr. 
Stewart] was charged particularly with that 
subject; and I think himself and a clerk 
worked for months in examining all the facts 
in regard to each one of these names. The 
Senate will readily see that it is a work that 
takes time, and it requires a great deal o! 
labor to perform it. Now, my recollection 
about this bill is this—if I am incorrect in th 


| facts then I am in favor of the reference—my 


recollection is, that the Senate passed a bil! 
with these names in it, every one of them; } 
went to the House of. Representatives with 
some other names upon it; there was a con 
troversy about some few names—mostly, I 
think, in regard to some persons in Virginia. 
That is my recollection. The Senate inserted 
their names in its bill; the House refused to 
agree to those names, and there was a division 
between the two Houses on that subject, and 
either the Senate laid aside the House Dill 0: 
perhaps the House laid aside the Senate bil! 
and passed one of their own embracing all th: 
names that the Senate bill contained, wit! 
Now, I understand th 


’ 


| Senator from South Carolina to say that every 
| name on this list has been scrutinized by the 


in 


committee. 
Mr. ROBERTSON, 
Mr. TRUMBULL, 


It has been. 
And I understand fur- 
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shor that every name upon this list has been 
worted to the Senate and passed. If that is 
1» case it will impose a great labor upon the 
-smmittee to go over that testimony again. 
There have been a few 


i, CONKLING. 


- 


riod 
Mr, TRUMBULL. Are there some names 
» this bill that were not included before? 

‘Mr. CONKLING. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is 
vished to know about. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator’s state 
ment is correct I shall vote forthe bill, because 

o Senate have already acted upon it and con- 

iered it. But it has been stated that there 

. come names in this bill which have never 

en considered by the committee. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I want to know if that 

the fact. 

Mr. TIPTON. I think it is evident to the 
Senate that so little is understood in regard to 
this bill that we cannot safely pass it without 

reference. Senators cannot agree in respect 


the point I 


it. They are honest in regard to what their | 


impression is, but scarcely any two of them 
agree in regard to what the action of the Sen- 
ite was upon the subject. I remember this: 
that in the last hours of the last session when 


| not affirm that I may not be mistaken. 
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find a day and hardly an hour of the session 
in which we do not violate our rules and pro- 
crastinate the business of the session by vio- 
lating the rules. You will find it so, sir, ere 
you are through with this session. ‘The order 
of business is for the Senate to be out of order. 

Now, sir, [am a member of this Committee 
on Disabilities, and I desire to give my recol- 
lection on this subject. I think I am right in 
the statement I shall make ; and yet I trust my 
recollection with so much caution that I will 
The 
House of Representatives passed a bill includ- 
ing certain names. It came to the Senate. 
The committee in the Senate reported a bill 
with another list of names, and the Senate 
passed that bill. It went tothe House. This 
is a joint committee ; or rather there is a com- 


| mittee in each House who have acted together. 


The Senate committee agreed upon certain 
rules which should guide us in our action as to 
the recommendation of the names of the per- 
sons who should go into the bill. They acted 
upon the same rule in the House committee 


| that we acted upon in the Senate committee. 


ls like this came before the Senate some of || 


:names in some of the bills were very ex- 
tionable, and we had positive assurances 
that they contained the names of men who had 
\d office, especially in Kentucky, in violation 
the provisions of the fourteenth amend- 
ment, and the effort then was to harry through 
he bills that they might continue to do legally 
t which they had been doing in defiance of 


iw. Lam not certain; Iam just as indefi- | 
nite as any Senator whether this is the bill that | 


ntained those names or not; but from the 
ict that there were such names pressed upon 
at that time, I desire, without knowing that 


bill is at fault in that respect, that it have | 
: reference suggested by the Senator from | 


lassachusetts, and then all will be satisfied. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


tells me that there are a few names here 
hich were not in the bill that passed the Sen- 
te at the last session. That being so, the bill 
certainly ought to be referred. I thought we 
iad passed upon them all. I think nowit had 

‘tter be referred, and let the committee exam- 
ine those particular names and report the bill 

ick again. 

Mr. FERRY. If the Senator from Illinois 
will permit me, I desire to suggest that these 
names first get to the committee upon the refer- 
ence of individual petitions for the removal of 
disabilities. The identical names added to this 

ill have not been scrutinized by the Judiciary 
Committee, but have been referred on individ- 
tal petitions to the Committee on Disabilities, 
and by them examined and added to this bill. 
here are five hundred names in the bill. Of 


those nearly five hundred were scrutinized by | 


the Judiciary Committee and incorporated in 
their bill. When the subject of political dis- 
\bilities was taken away from the Judiciary 
Committee and given to a select committee 
ndividual applications arising thereafter were 
referred as they arcse to the new committee, 
and some of the names, upon the scrutiny 
then given to them, were added to this bill; so 
that I have no doubt as a fact that every name 
n this bill has been scrutinized either by the 


| have had a consulta- || 
n with the chairman of the committee, and | 


We sent our bill over tothe House, but instead 
of acting upon it they incorporated that bill 
with theirs and sent it back to us with a few 
additional names added, and this is the bill 
now before the Senate. The chairman of our 
committee, I recollect distinctly, called upon 
me on the last day of the last session, almost 
its last hour, and said, ‘* Will it meet your 
approval if I repair to the House and examine, 
in connection with the House branch of the 
committee, the names of these additional men 
who were neither in the House bill first sent to 
us nor in the Senate bill?’’ I said to him, 
‘* most certainly.’’ He did so, and found that 
the few additional names that were neither in 
the Senate bill nor in the House bill did come 
within the rules we had adopted in our two 
bills. This House bill came over here and we 
sought to pass it, but failed. 

I4believe that is the precise, true history of 
this whole bill. There are a few names in this 
bill which were neither in the House bill as 
they sent it to us originally nor in our bill 
which we sent to them originally, and buta 
very few; but those names underwent the 
scrutiny of our chairman in connection with 
the House committee; and I aflirm that they 
do come within the rules which brought all the 
other names into the bill as we reported it in 
the Senate end as the committee reported it 
in the House. If it is recommitted the com- 
mittee will have nothing on earth to do but to 
report it back again to-morrow, and say to the 
Senate that these names are here by the same 
rules and by the same limitations as the names 
were originally when we reported that part of 
it which was the Senate bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What became of the 
names that were under scrutiny between the 
two Houses? 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
excluded. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


on the motion of the Senator from Massachu- 


They are out of the bill— 


| setts, to refer this bill to the select Committee 


| on Political Disabilities. 


| unsatisfactory. 


Judiciary Committee of the Senate or by the | 


Committee on Political Disabilities. That is 
my impression. 

_ Mr. HAMLIN. It is a matter of perfect 
indifference to me whether this bill is recom- 
mitted or not. Ido not believe there is any 
importance in recommitting it. Some Senator 
has suggested that it should be recommitted 
hecause it would be in order to do so, and we 
should do business in order. Why, sir, the 
rule of the Senate isto do business out of 
order. It would be out of order if we were to 
confine ourselves to the rules. You cannot 
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Mr. STEWART. I hope the bill will not 
be referred again. I do not think it is worth 
while to doso. The kind of investigation that | 
a committee can give in these matters is very 
The bill has been investigated 
by a committee of the House, and most of 


| these names were investigated by the Judiciary 


Committee of the Senate during the last Con- 
gress, and if an investigation is to be gone 
into again the committee taking it up now will 


| hardly know which have been investigated and 


| 


| | 
} 


which have not been. It willinvolve the invest- 
igation of five hundred names and take a month 
or two of very hard labor. The results of that 
labor are so unsatisfactory that I would not 
impose it upon any committee by voting to 
refer the bill. But I shall vote to stop these | 
proceedings at an early day. When this bill ! 


ede 


are out of the way | think we may stop and 
wait until some fixed time before we proceed 
further in the removal of political disabilities 
The load of labor which it will require of any 
committee of this body to examine five hun 
dred names—and there will be several thousand 
of them—and find out the facts as to each 
individual is too great, too unpleasant, and too 
unprofitable a task to impose uponthem. We 
ought to have some other machinery. It wil! 
take their whole time if they do it justice at 
all, if they pretend to investigate it. Six weeks 
of investigation will be necessary upon these 
names to do it with any degree of deliberation 
or fairness, and it will occupy their entire time. 
I do not believe a committee of the Senate 
could investigate a thousand names inasession, 
if they attended to no other business, and con- 
duct itin such a manner as to meet the approval 
of sensible men. I do not think the invest- 
igation worth much. This bill has been hang- 
ing for a long time, and I ehall vote for its 
assage now. 

Mr. CAMERON. I was inclined to think 
that we should adhere to the rules and have 


and the one in the House on the same subiect 


| this bill referred, until 1 heard the very clear 


remarks made by the Senator from Maine, 
[Mr. Hamiix.] It seems to me now that we 


| had better dispose of it at once, or else we shall 


have it up again, and the whole session will be 


| occupied with this question, as was the case 


during the last year, and we shall have it before 
us on the last day and adjourn without finish- 
ing it, We intend to admit all these people to 
the full rights of citizenship, and the sooner we 
do it the more gracefully it will be done. If 
we are to bring them here, let them come at 

ice. We have restored their rights to them, 

1d let them have the joy of doing right as 
early as possible, for I trust they have had such 
a lesson that they will do right hereafter. 1 
can see no good in referring the bill; it will 
be only wasting more time. I shall vote for 
the bill if it comes up for action immediately, 
and shall vote against the reference. 

Mr. CONKLING. This bill seems to me 
to present a question strange in the Senate, 
upon which one may vote with practical safety 
either way; and I am inclined to think that 
practically it makes very little difference which 
way the votes of a majority of the Senate may 
be. 

There are those in the country—perhaps the 
number is increasing—who are continually 
moved with compunction and regret that polit- 
ical disabilities ral continue to remain as the 
only badge of blame aflixed to men who were 
the authors of the greatest and guiltiest rebel- 
lion which history records. I need not say 
that I am not one of those impatient to see the 
end of the time when even this measure of 
reprobation shall attach to those to whom it 
applies. 

But by the action of the two Houses of Con- 
gress the custom prevails of making some haste 
to diminish with great rapidity the number of 
those remaining under these disabilities; and 
the mode which has been selected of doing it 
is the thing, as I understand it, to which logie- 
ally and properly the criticisms of the Senator 
from Massachusetts and the Senator from 
Michigan and other Senators are addressed. 
The objection they see to the passage of this 
bill in this manner and at this stage is, itseems 
to me, an objection addressed to this mode of 
investigation, or rather, I might say, this want 
of mode and system in determining the facts 
upon which alone we can justify legislation of 
this sort. 

As the Senator from Connecticut says, the 
practice is for individuals to send here appli- 
cations for relief. They are referred toa com- 
mittee, and the Senator from Nevada has in 
part explained the emptiness of the attempt 
to prosecute any systematic or thorough in- 
quiry into the merits of these cases; and after- 
ward, no matter with how short or how long 
an interval, they reappear in a bill, and the 








>) 

34 

Senate votes for or against its passage at apar- 
ticular time. 


Now, it seems to me that there is a singular 
felicity in misfortune here, if the attempt is 
really to establish a mode of arriving at any 
correct conclusion as to who should and who 
should not be exempted from disability ; but to 
refer this bill now again to the committee, to go 
through the formality of reading these names, 
or the further formality of having some mem- 
ber of the committee inquire of somebody else 
whether he knows these persons or how many 
he knows, and then to have the bill reported 
back, while it may preserve the form and the 
show of regularity, to my mind offers no guar- 
antee whatever of additional security or caution 
in legislation. 

Therefore I said, Mr. President, that it 
seemed to me a vote either way upon the mo- 


tion to refer would be practically safe, because | 


this bill with all these names is destined to re- 
ceive the approval of the Senate ; and the prac- 
tical question is whether it shall receive that 
approval now or not until after this formality 
has been complied with. 
conclude that in lieu of such a result we could 
adopt 
mode, some tribunal, to reside either in the 
respective States or to reside elsewhere, before 
which and by which an intelligent determina- 
tion could be reached, sifting these names and 
discriminating between those who ought and 


I wish that I might | 


some system, we could establish some | 


those who ought not to receive the proposed 


clemency. As it is, under a system like this, 
the enterprising, the active—I will not say the 


pushing and the unscrupulous, but the active | 


and enterprising, those who see to it that they 


are first relieved in this regard—are the men by | 


selection who first of all receive this clemency. 
I can very well understand that the Senator 


from Connecticut [Mr. I’erry] advocates the || 
broad and somewhat extreme ground which he | 


does as a substitute, consistent at least for so 
imperfect and precarious, and necessarily so 
partial and arbitrary, a mode as this. 

Hence, Mr. President, I shall vote to refer 
the bill or to consider the bill now, as the ques- 
tion may be first taken. 
motion is pending to refer it, and, as I said, 
whatever may be the fate of that motion it 
seems to me the practical result will be the 
same. The remedy for the whole thing, I sub- 
mit, is to determine either once for all, if that 
he the pleasure of the Senate, to abolish all 
disabilities or else to establish some mode of 
coming to a correct determination. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, the debate 
in its latter stage has originated on a motion 
made by me, therefore I shall be pardoned 
for one word of comment. 

The Senator from New York announces 
that the passage of the bill substantially as it 
is now is a foregone conclusion. It may be 
£0 

Mr. CONKLING., Is it not so? 

Mr. SUMNER, I say it may be so; Iam 
inclined to think itis so; and I admit that that 


is one reason why there should be no delay | 


now. If the reference of this bill to a com- 
mittee would result in its immediate report in 
the same terms, and then its adoption by the 
Senate, I see at once that the occasion for a 


reference is not so great as I had supposed at | 


first. 
Then, again, one of our masters in parlia- 
mentary law here, who has had experience in 


that chair, announces that in this Senate dis- 
order is order: 


principle of order in the transaction of busi- 
ness, but follows disorder. I know not that 
the Senator from Maine is not right. Ido not 


my own exper-ence here. His experience has 
been long-continued on the floor and also most 
honorable, sir, in the chair which you now fill. 
{am reminded, therefore, by that suggestion 
that there is another reason why there should 
be no question of order on this occasion. 


I believe that the | 


in other words, that this Senate | 
never follows its own rules, never follows any || 





And then, again, let me add, besides, that [ 


So 


have been pressed most kindly by Senators on | 


this floor to withdraw the motion that I have 


made and to allow an immediate action upon | 
Under these circumstances, taking | 


the bill. 
these different points into consideration and 


the appeals that have been made to me, Mr. | 


President, I now withdraw the motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts withdraws his motion, and the 
bill will be reported to the Senate. 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, and 
read the third time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Shall this bill 
pass? By the Constitution its passage requires 
a two-thirds vote. [Putting the question.] In 
the opinion of the Chair it has passed by a 
two-thirds vote. It has passed by the requi- 
site constitutional majority. 


STATE OF GEORGIA, 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senate re- 


' sumes the consideration of the bill (S. No. 3) 


to enforce the fourteenth amendment to the 


Constitution and the laws of the United States | 
| in the State of Georgia, and to restore to that | 


State the republican government elected under 
its new constitution, which was postponed to 
this day. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


Mr. President—— 
Does the Senator wish 


| to have the bill referred ? 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


Yes, sir. 
I was about to move that 


| we proceed to the consideration of executive 





| 


business. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The bill is before 


the Senate, having been postponed till this day, | 
|| and it now comes up. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, after con- 
sultation with many gentlemen who have the 
same object in view that I have—to take some 
measure in reference to Georgia—I have 


| thought that we can meet a concurren¢e of 


opinion, and so have harmony of action‘’hs to 


| the method of accomplishing what we all de- 


sire, much better by recommitting this bill, 
together with the amendment offered by my 
friend from Wisconsin, [Mr. Carpenter, | and 
together with the bill introduced by the honor- 
able Senator from Indiana, [ Mr. Morrow, ] to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, who will be 
able to examine it to-morrow and to report, I 
trust, the next day. I therefore move that this 
bill, with the amendment, and also Senate bill 
No, 281, introduced by my friend from Indiana, 
be committed to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 
The motion was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Several executive messages were received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Horace Porrer, his Secretary. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Lmovethat the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and, after some 


| time spent in executive session, the doors were 


reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 8, 1869. 
The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
ALEXANDER J. ATOCHIA. 


Mr. CULLOM, by unanimous consent, in- 


| troduced a bill (H. R. No. 446) to amend an 


; . i ‘ | act entitled ‘‘An act for the relief of Alexan- 
venture to differ from him on that point from || 


der J. Atocha,’’ approved February 14, 1865; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


DEBT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania, by unani- 
mous consent, introduceda bill (H. R. No. 447) 
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to fund the debt of the United States at q a 
rate of interesi, to make the national ban} 
system free, and for other purposes ; which w, 
read a first and second time, referred { 4), 
Committee of Ways and Means, and o 
to be printed. 

Mr. COX. I move the reference of that } 
to the Committee on Banking and Currey,. 
and I ask for the reading of the rule. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not 
order, and the gentleman can only reach };;, 
point by a motion to reconsider, , 

Mr. COX. Then I make that motion. B 
the rules of the House that bill should go 
the Committee on Banking and Currency, |; 
the rules were read that would be seen beyo, 
a doubt. a’ 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will not ey},, 


to th 


rder; ] 


rency 


| tain the motion for reconsideration, which 


not in order, the gentleman from Tennesg, 
[Mr. Stokes] having the floor. If the gen; 
man from New York [Mr. Cox] desires jt });, 
motion can be entered. ' 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
sider pending ? 

The SPEAKER. It isnot. The Chair do, 
not understand the gentleman from Tenness, 
[Mr. Strokes] to yield for that purpose. }y 
it is competent for the gentleman from Ney 
York [Mr. Cox] to enter his motion. 

FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 

Mr. PAINE presented the followin 
tion : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be direc 
to inform this House what State Legislatures | 


ratified the proposed fifteenth amendment of t) 
Constitution of the United States. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
INDEPENDENCE OF CUBA. 
Mr. COBB, of North Carolina. I presen: 


the following resolution, which I desire to | 
committed, and made a special order for nex: 
Tuesday : 

_ Resolved, That the House of Representatives pa 
ticipates with the people of the United States i 
deep interest which they feel for the success of 
republic of Cuba, struggling to establish its liber 
and independence; and that it will give its const 
tional support to the President of the United si 
whenever he may deem it expedient, to recog 
tho sovereignty and independence of said repub 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman fr 
Tennessee [Mr. Strokes] yield for that reso 
tion? 

Mr. STOKES. 
cussion. 

Mr. COBB, of North Carolina. I wish ¢! 
resolution committed, and made a special order 
for Tuesday. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done) 


unanimous consent. 
A. C. TWINING. 

Mr. KELLOGG, by unanimous consent, i! 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 448) for the reli 
of A. C. Twining ; which was read a first an’ 
second time, and referred to the Committee 01 
Patents. 


BURLINGTON AND MISSOURI RIVER RAILROAD 


Mr. PALMER, by unanimous consent, in 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 449) to authori 
the Burlington and Missouri River Railroa: 
Company, or its assigns, to change tlie esta 
lished line of said road in the State of Ne- 
braska ; which was read a first and secon 


time, and referred to the Committee on tl 
Pacific Railroad. 


J. WH. MARDY. 


Mr. ROGERS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 450) to remove polit: 
ical disabilities from J. H. Hardy and others, 
in the State of Arkansas; which was read 4 
first and second time, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Reconstruction. 


EDWARD P. JOHNSON. 


Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, by unan:mous 
consent, introduced a joint resolution (H. lk. 
No. 79) for the relief of Edward P. Johnson; 
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which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
COMMITTEE ON REVISION OF THE LAWS. 
Mr. POLAND. I present the following reso- || 
jation, and move that it be referred to the || 
Committee on Accounts: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revision of the 
Laws of the United States be authorized to em- 


sioy a clerk during the remainder of the peeoe 
-ession of the Forty-First Congress, who shall be || 
aid —— dollars per day while Congress is in session. 

pai 


The motion was agreed to. 
SOLDIERS’ HOMESTEADS. 


Mr. LAWRENCE, by unanimous consent, 
cubmitted the following resolution ; which was | 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands || 
he and is directed to inquire into the expediency of 
» amending the homestead laws as to authorize all 
persons who have been soldiers in the Union Army | 
or seamen in the Navy to secure one hundred and 
ixty acres of land, instead of eighty acres, as now 


ithorized, for a homestead out of the alternate sec- 
ions ofland embraced within the area of railroad and 
other land grants but owned by the Government, and |} 
that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 


DUTIES ON COAL, 


Mr. DAVIS, by unanimous consent, intro- | 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 451) to abolish duties 
on coal; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 


PLYMOUTH HARBOR, MASSACHUSETTS. 


Mr. BUFFINTON, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was | 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of War be directed to 
transmit, for the information of this House, any and 
allreports or communications that may be in the 
possession of the War Department relative to the 
protection and improvement of Plymouth harbor, 
Massachusetts. 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. |] 


Mr. DOCKERY, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 452) for the re- 
moval of disabilities of the citizens of the State 
of North Carolina; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Reconstruction. 

JAMES FLUGATE. 


Mr. WELLS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 453) to increase the 
pension of James Flugate; which was read a 
tirst and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


MAIL ROUTES IN CALIFORNIA, 


Mr. SARGENT, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 454) to establish 
certain mail routes in the State of California ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


CEREAL AND OTHER CROPS. 


Mr. SARGENT also, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 455) to || 
procure and disseminate information of the | 
extent of cereal and other crops of other coun- | 
tries; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Agricul- | 
ture, 











REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 

Mr. BUCKLEY, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 456) to remove 
political disabilities; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Reconstruction, and ordered to be printed. | 


LAKE SUPERIOR SHIP-CANAL. 1 


Mr. STRICKLAND, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 457) extend- 
ing the Portage Lake and Lake Superior ship- 
canal to Keweenaw bay, providing for the 
right of way and making a grant of lands to | 
aid in the continuance of said extension; | 
which was read a first and second time, and || 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. || 


DUTIES ON IMPORTS, 





| sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 458) con- 


cerning duties on imports; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 


MISS MARY BALDWIN. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, by unanimous || 
| consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 459) for 


the relief of Miss Mary Baldwin, of Tennessee ; 

which was read a first and second time, and 

referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
NANCY COBB. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, by unanimous 


consent, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 460) | 
for the relief of Nancy Cobb, of Tennessee; | 


which was read a first and second time, and 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. | 


CLERK FOR COMMITTEE ON MINES. 

Mr. FERRISS, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, and referred to the Committee on Ac- 
counts: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Mines and Min- 


ing be authorized to employ a clerk, to be paid the | 


usual compensation of clerks of committees. 
AMENDMENT OF PENSION LAWS. 


Mr. INGERSOLL, by unanimous consent, | 


introduced a bill (H. R. No. 461) to amend the 


| pension act of July 27, 1868; which was read 


a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


ELECTION OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. CAVANAUGH, by unanimous consent, | 


introduced a bill (H. R. No. 462) to provide 
for the election of certain territorial officers 


by the people; which was read a first and | 
second time, referred to the Committee on | 


the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 
TAXATION OF SOLDIERS AND SAILORS. 


Mr. MUNGEN, by unanimous consent, sub- | 
mitted the following resolution; which was | 
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tees, it will be remembered, was postponed 
until the regular December session, thus put- 
ting all members of the House on the same 
footing as they were under the usage of the 


| olden time, when the first session of a Con 


gress began on the first Monday of December. 
in the present circumstances the Chair is abso 


| lutely unable to give these twelve or fourteen 


gentlemen any assignment to committee ser- 
vice, or to accord to them any voice inthe 
shaping of legislation, unless the House should 
accord to the Chair the privilege, under these 


| exceptional circumstances, of adding at his 
| discretion a tenth member toa committee in 


such cases as he may deem it wise to do so. 
If there be no objection to this proceeding the 
Chair will crave this privilege on behalf of 
those members who are not now upon any 
committees. 

Several Members. Agreed. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I would suggest that 


| this matter be referred to the Committee on 


read, and referred to the Committee of Ways | 


and Means: 
Resolved, That the property of soldiers and sailors 


|| who fought and put down the rebellion be exempted 


from taxation to the same extent that the property 
of bondholders be now exempted. 


CAPTAIN DOMINICK LYNCH. 
Mr. O’ NEILL, by unanimous consent, intro- 


duced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 80) forthe | 


restoration of Captain Dominick Lynch, of the 
United States Navy, to the active list from the 
reserved list; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

REVISION OF THE LAWS. 

Mr. McCRARY, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 463) supplement- 
ary to and amendatory of an act entitled ‘‘ An 
act to provide forthe revision and consolidation 
of the statute laws of the United States,’’ 
approved June 27, 1866; which was read a 


| first and second time, and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Revision of the Laws of the United 
States. 

Mr. ALLISON moved to reconsider the 
various votes of reference just taken ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
order of business. 


APPOINTMENTS ON COMMITTEERS. 


The SPEAKER. Before the regular order 


is proceeded with the Chair desires to make a || 


statement. 

Owing to the fact that the Forty-First Con- 
gress was organized at the March session, and 
all the committees then appointed, there are 
some twelve or fourteen gentlemen now mem- 
bers of the House who have no plaee whatever 
upon committees ; nor is it within the power 
of the Chair to assign them any places. Upon 


| the organization of the Fortieth Congress, 


Mr. FINKELNBURG, by unanimous con- || in March, 1867, the appointment of commit- 


I now call for the regular | 





| the matter. 


the Rules. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I do not 
intend to object to the suggestion of the Chair, 
but I hope, if the House should grant this 
authority, the Speaker will improve the oppor- 
tunity by adding a Democratic member to the 
Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman fro: 
Illinois [Mr. F'arnswortn] object to the prop- 
Osition submitted by the Chair? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rose for the pur- 
pose of suggesting that this matter be referred 
to the Committee onthe Rules. I think it very 
probable that there is a necessity that some 
additions should be made to the committees; 
but the question, it seems to me, is one that 
should properly be considered by the Commit- 
tee on the Rules, of which committee the 
Speaker is chairman. I would suggest, there- 
fore, such a reference of the subject. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Lhope the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Farnsworru] will not insist upon 
that proposition, because it would seem to look 
at something like a permanent arrangement of 
the committees in the manner suggested. As 
I understand the explanation of the Speaker 
he finds himself embarrassed temporarily be- 
cause of the present condition of the House in 


| this Congress, and he therefore asks the unani- 


mous consent of the House to assign, at his dis- 
cretion, to each of a number of committees a 
tenth member. 

But if the matter is submitted to the Com- 
mittee on the Rules and they are to report on 
it there is in the first place some delay, per- 
haps, about it. If there is to be such action 
as will make a sort of permanent arrangement, 
then I must object. I move to amend so that 
by order of the House the Speaker shall at his 
discretion be allowed to make assignment of 


| any of the members now unassigned as tenth 


members of standing committees of the House. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I do 
not wish to be understood as objecting to the 
proposition, but I think that the Committee on 
the Rules should make another disposition of 
We have some committees which 
are obsolete except on paper. A great many 
of the committees of the House never meet. 
They have no local habitation or home; they 
have only a name. The committees of the 
House, then, oughtto be revised. Many should 
be dropped, and new committees ought to be 
fovshed. It seems to be absurd for us to con- 


| tinue from year to year and from Congress to 
| Congress to appoint committees which never 


meet and never have anything to do. I do not 
object, but merely make this suggestion. 

Mr. WELKER. I have a resolution which 
will meet the purpose, which I ask the Clerk 
to read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


Resolved, That the Speaker of the House be author- 
ized to add such number of members to any of the 
committees of this House as he may deem proper 
and necessary for the public service. 


Mr. COX. It is very clear, Mr. Speaker, 
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that this cannot be done without a change-of 
the of the House. If the House intends 
to obey the rules, then this resolution must be 
referred to the Committee on the Rules. 

The SPEAKER. Strictly, under the rules, 
this cannot be done except by unanimous con- 
ent, which waives all rules. If the gentleman 
from Ohio objects, of course that is an end of 
the matter. 

Mr. COX. Ido not propose to object. 

The SPEAKER. The object is temporarily 
to relieve the disability of members upon the 
floor, under astate of circumstances which itis 
presumed will never occur again. Itis entirely 
exceptional, 

Mr. COX. I make no objection to the 
motion at all if it can be done in that way. 


Mr. DAWES. 


rules 


with the Speaker. 


mittee on the Rules. 


The SPEAK ih. 


the House. 

Mr. WELKER. I desire to amend the reso- 
lution so that it shall read ‘‘ unassigned mem- 
bers.’’ 

Mr. MAYNARD. I hope the House will 
excuse me from further service on the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I do notdesire to object 
to this resolution, but I would say that it seems 
to me the Chair might be relieved from any 
embarrassment he is now under if some of the 
yentlemen who at present occupy places on two 
or three committees would give way. 


committees, while there are others—of equal 
capacity and ability, I suppose—who are only 
on one. ‘The gentlemen who are now on two 
or three committees would by withdrawing 
from one of them relieve the Chair of any 
cmbarrassment and the House from the neces- 
sity of assenting to this proposition. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, It seems to me that it 
would be a little premature to take action in 
this matter now. Ina few days we shall have 
additional members in the House from the 
States of Virginia, Mississippi, and Texas, who 
will be unprovided for in this regard. 
gest that we postpone action until such time 
us we can provide for all these members. 

Mr. WELKER. The resolution does not 
require action immediately. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
be referred to the Committee on the Rules. 

The SPEAKER, 


It is so referred, 

NINTH CENSUS. 

The SPEAKER. The special order is the 
consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 424) to pro- 
vide for taking the ninth census of the United 
States, and to fix the number of the members 
ofthe House of Representatives and to provide 
for their future eee among the sev- 
eral States, on which the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Stokes] has the floor. 

The Clerk began to read the bill, but before 
he had coneluded, 


BexJaMiy, | 


It does not seem to me that | 
it would be proper to leave this so entirely | 
It is a delicate task for the | 
Speaker to undertake, and I think he would | 
prefer that it should be arranged by the Com- 


The Chair has no desire | 


in the matter at all other than that such a | 
course shall be adopted as may be indicated by | 


I under- | 
stand it to be the fact that quite a number of | 
gentlemen are placed on two or three important | 


I sug: | 


I move that the resolution | 


It would go there on the | 
objection of the gentleman from Missouri, [ Mr. | 


Mr. STOKES said: I move to dispense with | 
the first reading of the bill, and that it be re- | 


ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; and that the House pro- 
ceed to consider it there, and that all speeches 
in Committee of the Whole be limited to ten 
minutes. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to know what will 
be the effect of that. If the bill is referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union will that table it out of its order? 

The SPEAKER. If the motion to refer to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union should prevail, and the House 
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should then resolve itself into Committee of 


the Whole, the bill would come up immedi- | 


ately for consideration in the Committee of the 
Whole, and when finished it would be reported 
back to the House and would retain the pre- 
cise order it now has under the rules. 

Mr. PAINE. 
the biil should be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union it will 
be read through before it is read by sections 
for amendment ? 

The SPEAKER. It will have to be, under 
the rules, unless the reading shall be dispensed 
with by unanimous consent. 

Mr. PAINE. Well, I give notice that i 
shall object to dispensing with the reading. 

The SPEAKER. If the bill is referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union it will take the ordinary course. It 
will first be read through entirely and then read 
section by section for amendment, 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If the bill 
|| should now be read through, and we should 
then go into Committee of the Whole upon it, 
should we be compelled to have it read again 
there ? 

The SPEAKER. Inthe opinion ofthe Chair 
the committee would have to have it read, 
unless the reading should be dispensed with by 
unanimous consent. The committee is not 
— to know what is done in the House. 

r. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Then, by going 
into Committee of the Whole now we shall save 
having it read twice. 

The SPEAKER. It is to be presumed that 
the Committee of the Whole will proceed with 
the reading of the bill where it is Toft off in the 
House. ‘That, however, will be for the com- 
mittee to determine. 

The question was taken on Mr. Stokes’s 
motion, that the bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and it was agreed to. ? 

Mr. STOKES. I move that the House now 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the special order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK. What has become of the 
motion to limit the debate in Committee of the 
Whole to ten-minute speeches ? 

Mr. STOKES. I submitted that motion in 
connection with the other. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman could not 
make that as a preliminary motion. That re- 
sult must be accomplished by the Committee 
of the Whole having first considered the bill, 
and rising for instructions from the House to 
that effect. 

The House then resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Dawes in the chair,) and proceeded to the 
consideration of House bill No. 424, to provide 
'| for taking the ninth census of the United States, 
'| and to fix the number of the members of the 
| House of Representatives and to provide for 
1 their future apportionment among the several 
| States. 
|| The CHAIRMAN. If therebe no objection 
|| the first reading of this billin Committee of the 
| Whole will begin from the ae reached in the 
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reading of the bill in the House. 
No objection was made; and the reading of 
the bill was then concluded. 
The CHAIRMAN. The bill will now be 
read by sections for amendment. 
I'he first section was then read, as follows : 
_ Be it enacted by tha Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That there shall be established in the Depart- 
ment of the Interior an office, to be denominated the 
census office, the chief officer of which shall be called 
the superintendent of the census, whose duty it shall 
be, under the direction of the head of the Depart- 
ment, to superintend and direct the taking of the 
ninth census of the United States in accordance with 
the laws relating thereto, and to perform such other 
duties as may be required by law. 


yay STOKES obtained the floor, but yield- 
ed to 

Mr. SCHENCK, who said: I would ask 
unanimous consent, before the discussion upon 


I desire to know whether if | 
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| this bill shall begin, that all speeches be lit 
ited to ten minutes each after the members + 
the committee reporting the bill shall ha, 
|| presented their explanation of it. 

| TheCHAIRMAN. Unanimous consent cq, 

|| not be given in Committee of the Whole. - 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If my college 
|| (Mr. Scuenck] will allow me, I desire to... 
| that I would not like to do anything which 
| would seem to restrict any needful general 
| debate upon this bill. As one member of t}, 

committee that reported the bill I would }, 
ye willing to allow all desirable debate, p,; 
| IT agree with my colleague [Mr. Scuenex) th»: 
|| aS soon as we can come to the ten-minute 

debate I should be glad to doit. here an 
two or three members of the committee wh, 
desire to speak a short time, not lengthily | 
believe ; but if there be other members of jh, 
House who may wish to discuss this matte, 
more fully than they can do in ten minutes | 
do not wish to cut them off. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentlemay 
from Tennessee [Mr. Sroxes] yield to the 
' gentleman from New York, [Mr. Woop?) 

Mr. STOKES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, I apprehend 
that there cannot be any very great length of 
general debate upon this subject except by 
members of the committee, who are more fiil]y 
familiar with this question than other mem)er; 
of the House can be supposed to be. But | 
do think there are many sections of this bill so 
exceedingly important that they will require 
for their elucidation a much longer time for 
debate than we can have under the ten-minute 
rule. I refer more particularly to those ques. 
tions relating to representation, to the num. 
ber of members that shall compose this House. 
I also refer to many of the questions to be 
propounded to citizens for the purpose of 
obtaining statistics of a religious and social 
character. These subjects open a very wid 
field of discussion; and therefore I hope that 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio, by 
which debate upon such subjects would | 
limited to ten minutes, may not prevail. 

Mr. CULLOM. Objection being made to 
the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. Scuenck,] I suggest to the gentleman 
| from Tennessee [Mr. Stokes] that the consid. 
eration of the bill be proceeded with in accord: 
ance with the rules. 

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Chairman, it is kno 
to the House that at the close of the last s 
sion the Committee on the Census was autho: 
ized to sit during the recess. A sub-committee, 
of which my friend from Ohio [Mr. Garriciy| 
was made chairman, was organized, and took 
this subject in charge; and the members of 
that sub-committee have labored, not only for 
weeks but for months, in order to perfect : 
proper bill and prepare the necessary schedule 
for the taking of the ninth census. This is a 
work in which every person in the United 
| States is interested. It does not involve any 
political question, but is a matter in which 
every man and woman of the country should 
feel an interest. It is the desire on all hands 
that we shall have a full and complete census. 
When the committee returned here this winter 
we met the sub-committee and examined their 
work, which we have presented to this House. 
Too much credit cannot be given to the chair 
man of the sub-committee and the gentleme: 
who were associated with him in the prepara 
tion of this measure for the industry and skil! 
with which they have performed their work. 
As the bill is one of so much importance, and 
as my friend from Ohio has as chairman o! 
the sub-committee investigated the subject 
thoroughly, I feel it due to him, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that the Speaker of the House 
appointed me to the position of chairman o! 
the committee proper, that I should yield the 
floor to him, and let him have the control ani 
management of this bill. He understands 1: 
he has studied it; and I am sure that he and 
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5 be Ii, colleagues of the sub-committee will be 

bitens ie to answer any and every interrogatory that 

tall | may be put to them by gentlemen of the House. 
= ‘:herefore, Mr. Chairman, now yield the floor 

sent car ao the gentleman from Ohio. Saas 

ole, Mr, GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 

colleag » taking charge of the bill—and I shall not dis- 

ah. ‘ee the general subject of statistics nor of 


jern censuses, though that is an inviting 
| general ‘eld, but being anxious that the House shall 
er of the this bill its early consideration and take 
vould }, ich action as shall be deemed best—I shall 
Ba afine myself toa brief statement of the details 


ng which 


vm thes e the bill and the difference between it andthe 
n-mini y under which the census has been taken for 
here ar he last twenty years. And I may assist the 
tee wh fouse, perhaps, in understanding the bill if I 
ngthily | an be favored fora few moments with the kind 
rs of the attention of its members. : 

S matter he bill should be considered from two points 
Linutes | ‘view: first, the machinery it sets up for 


aking the census; and second, the character 
nd number of the inquiries to be made. I 
neak now of the census proper connected with 
‘he bill, as compared with the former law, as to 
‘he matter of representation, concerning which, 
an incidental topic, I shall have a few words 

, say before I conelude. 
And first in regard to the machinery for 


‘king the census. The committee has made 


ntlemay 
to the 


OD?] 


prehend 
2ngth of 


cept by ° 
ore fully three general changes, as compared with the 
nembers ldlaw. And first in regard to the persons 
But | who are to take thecensus. Heretofore it has 
is bill so een taken bythe marshals. The committee, 
requir fer mature consideration, believe that it 
time for ight not longer to be taken by these officers. 
-mipate ‘ithout making an exhausting statement of 
se ques he reasons I will say in brief that the mar- 
he bum ils are under the control of a Department 
House f the Government wholly distinct from the 
8 to he nterior Department, under whose supervision 
rose of e census has been taken heretofore, and we 
social ropose shall still be taken, and the present 
ry wid v puts these marshals under two masters, 
ope that | imposes upon them two distinct classes of 
Nhio. by ties which are quite likely to be in collision 
suld be th each other. 
TL. During and since the war the business of 
— ese marshals has been greatly increased. 
n Oh 1© whole internal revenue system has grown 
a a since the taking of the last census, and 
eanaid ese marshals are every day making arrests 
aceord- * persons who have committed frauds on the 


venue. Their constabulary force are charged 
aaa ith far more duty than formerly, and to re- 
irethem, with the new odor of arrest upon 


ast Se 


sation m, to take the census would be prejudicial, 
eniittee. : think, to the efficient transaction of the 
sein] isiness. It seems that this objection is now 
ii tank iuch stronger than it was before the war. 
a af Again, these marshals were not chosen be- 
wale for wise of any special fitness for a work like this, 
alae | but for duties the discharge of which tends to 
S adiale nfit them to some extent for the work we are 
Miata proposing to require of those who take the 
Waited ninth census. : 
ndegareen There are but sixty-two marshals in the 
which nited States. Their districts are very un- 
oh rald jual in size and in amount of population. 
4 ee ‘ut of the whole number of marshals—sixty- 
ensus. wo, as I have just stated—there is in each of 
aitahes thirty-three of the States and Territories but 
Acheir ne marshal; while in ten States there are two 
Saas varshals to each, and in three States three to 
chair ach. As an instance of the inequality of these 
Samnen listricts I refer to I may mention that in the 
enara State of Florida, which in 1860 had a popula- 
d skill ton of about one hundred and forty thou 
saci. sand, there are two marshals, while in the 
er great State of Massachusetts, with a million 
am of and a at of inhabitants, there is but one 
ahisal marshal. It is evident, therefore, that the 
ak “aties to be performed by these officers will 
ees be very unequal in different districts. Tor 
‘ote ‘al ‘hese reasons and others which might be named, 
id the we thought a wiser subdivision of the duties 
yt and inight be made; and it seemed to the com- 
ds it: mittee that the division into congressional 


districts, which ig based on an equality of popu- 


' should claim him. 


lation, would be the most. equitable and the | 


most natural arrangement. 

We have so provided in the bill. The next 
point I desire to call attention to in regard to 
the machinery of the bill and its working is the 
time occupied in the work under the old law. 


In the taking of the earlier censuses the time | 


was greatly extended ; and although in the last 
one it was reduced by the law to five months, 
yet*as a matter of fact the census was not taken 
in five months. The time in some localities 
was extended, and the results of the census 


year 1866 we received some of those results in 
print. The committee thought that measures 
should be adopted in order greatly to abridge 
the time for taking the census and for preparing 
and publishing its results. We have therefore 
provided in this bill that the actual enumera- 
tion shall be made in one month, and that all 
the results shall be in the hands of the people 
within three years from the day of the appoint- 
ment of the superintendent, or about two and 
a half years from the actual beginning of the 
enumeration—that that should be the longest 
time allowed for the work. 

The third point in regard to the machinery 
of the bill to which I wish to call your atten- 
tion is that of compensation. Under the old law 
compensation was made under an arbitrary 
and, perhaps, uncertain rule. Tor instance, 
there was one rule for paying officers at the 
central office, another rule for paying mar- 


| were not published until the Thirty-Eighth | 
Congress made a call for them, and late in the | 


shals, and still another for paying assistant | 


marshals. One principle of compensation was 
adopted for enumerating inhabitants and an- 


other for copying and making the returns; | 


another for taking statistics of manufactures, 
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We therefore put into the bill a provision that 
in case of large cities embracing several con- 
gressional districts a city might be inelnded 
in one district for the purposes of the census, 
if that should be deemed best by the Secretary 
of the Interior, instead of having several dis 
tricts in the same city, as in New York, Brook- 
lyn, and other large cities. The committee 
thought that was a wise suggestion, and for 
that reason put it into the bill. It does not 
absolutely require such a course to be pursued ; 
it authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to so 
direct if in his judgment the efliciency of the 
service would thereby be promoted. There 
was no other reason assigned so far as | 
recollect. 

I now come to consider very briefly the 
schedules themselves. The committee have 
been pressed on all sides to put into this bill 
inquiries on almost every conceivable interest 
in the country. They were compelled to keep 


| constantly in view the necessity of restraining 


the inquiries within reasonable limits. They 
felt compelled to reject many things which they 


| believed it very desirable to put in if it could 


| be done without endangering the whole. 


They 


| determined not to allow the number of inquiries 
| to extend very greatly beyond those of 1860. 


Acting on that principle, therefore, the com- 
mittee attempted as far as possible to follow 


| the old schedules and make changes only for 


| manifest. reasons. 


and still another for taking some of the other || 


statistics. We thoughtit wise, instead of allow- 


ing mileage and other constructive charges, to 
| pay a simple per diem, with no allowance for | 


travel nor for anything except for the time 
employed and both time and rate, so that his 
time to be fixed and properly limited. 

These, I believe, are the three character- 


istic features in the new machinery for taking | 


the census. 
mention one other. In order to facilitate the 
prompt taking of the enumeration we have 
provided in the bill that schedules of the lead- 
ing interests shall be sent to the people at 
least twenty days in advance of the day of 


Perhaps [I ought, however, to | 


'| his industry would not be included 
| return. 


Beside mere changes they 
have added a few new subjects of inquiry. 

I will not here discuss the schedules in cletail, 
but will point out all the general modifications 
that have been made, and then submit a few 
general remarks concerning the new features 
which have been added. 

The old schedule of ‘‘ industry other than 
agriculture’ was confined almost exclusively to 
manufactures, and not only that, but was re- 


| stricted even there to a class of manufactures 


| each establishment. 


the value of which rose above $500 a year for 
Not only that; they were 
restricted to establishments that produced what 
may be called merchantable articles. Under 
the old census if a plumber or gas-fitter, for 
instance, did work to the amount of $20,000 
for a hotel, as has recently been done for a 
hotel in this city, his work, though a valuable 


| product of industry, could not be put down 


taking the census, so that they may be famil- || 


iarized with the inquiries to be made; and I 
think we ought to put it into the law that the 
President shall issue his proclamation calling 


' the attention of the people to the fact that on 


a given day they are to be called upon, and 
exhorting them to assist in making these re- 
turns as perfect as possible. This system of 
sending schedules in advance we believe will 
abridge the time and make the whole work 
less expensive. 

Mr. WOOD. 
to interrupt him for a moment at this point? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. WOOD. Before the gentleman leaves 
the branch of the subject he is now consider- 
ing I desire to ask him why the principle of 
congressional district examination and enu- 
meration is not applied to cities; why is that 
change made in regard to the cities? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I would say, in 
reply to the gentleman from New York, | Mr. 
Woop, ] that from his own city and from sev- 
eral other large cities representations were 
made to the committee which led to intro- 
ducing this feature-in the bill. There beirg 


several congressional districts in some of the | 


larger cities, their boundary lines frequently || 


lie along a main street, and the residence of 
a man might be on one side of the street 
and his place of business on the other. In 
that case it might be doubtful which officer 
A city is a great organism 
in itself, having a kind of personality, and, 
like corporations, should be taken as a whole. 


| operations of that schedule to mining. 


under the head of manufactured articles, and 
in the 
We have tried to correct this defect. 
In addition to that we have extended the 
Within 


| the last twenty years the great mining interest 


of this country has developed into stupendous 


| proportions, and we thought it worthy of a 


place in the ninth census. We have therefore 


| adapted one of the schedules to the business 


Will the gentleman allow me || 


of mining, so that the mineral products of the 
country may be brought inamong the products 
of industry. 

The fishing interest, also, was not provided 
for in the old law. Now, into the portof a 
single city on the Atlantic coast over a million 
dollars’ worth of oysters are brought annually ; 
yet the whole of this industry and the whole of 


| our lake, river, and ocean fisheries are omit- 


ted from the exhibit we have heretofore had 
of our national industry. The committee 
thought this interest worthy of aspecial sched 


| ule, and have assigned to it schedule No. 5. 


Mr. PAINE. If the gentleman from Ohio 
will permit me, I would like to make a single 
suggestion. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. PAINE. I discover in this bill provis- 
ions for obtaining information under all the 
schedules to which the gentleman has referred 
down to schedule No. 5, relating to the fish 
eries. I wish to inquire in what part of the 


| bill are to be found the provisions for obtain 
| ing information under the fifth and following 


schedules? - 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The general 
provision that the superintendent shall attend to 


| the execution of the provisions of this bill when 
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it becomes a law would perhaps allow him to 
designate who should do this work. 
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He must | 


.execute the law; but if there is any defect in | 


the text of the bill the committee would be 
glad to have it pointed out. 
I will say to my friend that the schedule for 


the fisheries was introduced after the text of | 


the bill had been drawn and printed. It may 
be that there is some defect, and if the gentle- 
man in looking through the bill should find 
any I shall be glad if he will point it out, so 
that it may be corrected. 

Mr. Chairman, there is a third interest added 


in the bill, entirely new, and that is the mercan- | 


tile or trading industry of the country. Under 
the old censuses there has never been any re- 
port made of the vast interests involved in trade. 
In 1850 a memorial from the Chamber of Com- 


merce of New York was laid before Congress at || 


the time the present law was under considera- 
tion, but it came too late to be acted on. We 


have prepared in this bill a schedule to obtain | 


the number of persons and the amount of capi- 
tal engaged in trade, and the extent of trans- 
action in trade, and such other facts, and will 
exhibit the character of their transactions. We 
believe that this interest is worthy of a place 
in the census. 

We have also added to the schedule of the 
social statistics a feature entirely new in regard 
to charitable, reformatory, and penal institu- 
tions—our almshouses, asylums, prisons, and 
various similar institutions—to find outnot only 
how much money the country has invested, but 
to find out how many unfortunate people are in 
these institutions, and to learn something about 
their management and character. We thought 
that was worthy of a place in the census. 

I think I have mentioned the general addi- 
tions we have proposed, and I ought to have 
said that we have carefully gone over the old 


| 
| 


schedules and amended them in many particu- | 


lars. Andin regard to theagricultural schedule, | 


the third in the list, I desire to point out one 
main feature in our additions. There were 
forty-six columns of inquiry in reference to 
agriculture under the old census, and we have 
put in seventy-three. These twenty-seven 
udditions are largely made up of one item, which 
has been repeated many times. Under the old 
schedule there was nothing in regard to the 
number of acres of the several crops. The 
inquiry was as to how many bushels of wheat, 
corn, rye, &c., but it exhibited nothing as to 
the grain-growing power of the different sec- 
tions of the country. 

In all the leading crops we have required a 
statement of the number of acres cultivated as 
well as the number of bushels produced. Thus 
we can ascertain what the relative fertility of 
the different sections of the country may be. 

I will call attention to a change in the sched- 
ule of population, which was required by the 
fourteenth amendment to the Constitution. It 
was not discovered, until after the committee 
had been in session some time, that the four- 
teenth amendment required a readjustment of 
our schedule of populaiion; and it is a curious 


fact—perhaps not new to every gentleman in | 


this House, though it certainly was to me—that 
the provisions of the fourteenth amendment to 
the Constitution changes the representative 


basis of the national Legislature in a way that | 


no one, so faras I remember, supposed it would 
when that amendment was before Congress. 
Everybody knew, of course, that there was a 
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of race or color, but for any other reason than | to leave it outentirely, and in the first draft of 


rebellion or crime, in that State the basis of 
representation shall be reduced proportionately. 


that provision, to inquire what were the other 
grounds in the several States on which the 
right to vote was abridged or denied except for 
rebellion orcrime. Weaccordingly examined 
the constitution and the statutes of each State, 
and we have embodied in a separate report the 


constitutional and statutory provisions, and, so | 


far as we could, the judicial decisions relating 
to the right of suffrage in each State. But 
to assure ourselves that we had this correctly, 
the committee addressed a circular to the Gov- 
ernor of every State asking him to have our 
conclusions looked over by the law officers of 
his State and corrected forus. The committee 
therefore present to the House a report, or an 
appendix to their report—being a pamphlet of 
thirty-six pages—in which are set forth the 
constitutional and statutory provisions of every 


This report, I learn, is in the 
committee-room below and has not yet been 
distributed. If gentlemen desire to see it it 
can be sent for, as there area sufficient number 
of copies to supply members of the House. 
Without going into the matter more minutely, 
I will say in general that there are seventy or 
eighty grounds on which men are excluded 
from the right to vote under the laws of the 
different States besides rebellion or crime. 
How far those different causes will operate to 


_ reduce the basis of representation is a grave 


question; but after a very careful study of the 
whole matter the committee saw no better way 
of meeting this part of the case than by putting 
into the schedule two columns, which the gen- 
tlemen who have the bill in their hands will 
see by turning to schedule one, columns four- 
teen and fifteen. ‘The heading of one of the 
columns reads thus: ‘‘ Male citizens of the 
United States twenty-one years of age.’’ There 
is to be a mark put in that column for every 


' male citizen of the United States above twenty- 


one years of age. In the second column 


| there is to be an entry of all persons described 
| as follows—and here we adopt the language 
of the Constitution, abridging it—‘‘ Male citi- 


zens of the United States twenty-one years of 
age whose right to vote is denied or abridged on 
other grounds than rebellion or other crime.”’ 


Those two columns being filled, the ratio of | 


the second to the first is the ratio by which we 
must reduce the total population of any State 


|| in order to find its representative population. | 


| That is the understanding the committee have 


of the constitutional clause, and their duty under 
it in taking the census. I call special attention 
to this that the committee may understand it 
before we reach it in the regular course. I 
call attention to it for the further reason that 


in the clause that relates to the basis of repre- || 


sentation and the number of members of the 
House the same feature is introduced 
section twenty-four of the bill; and I trust that 


members of the House will by the time we | 
have reached it give that section such careful | 


study as will enable us to be sure that we have 
clearly and fairly expressed the sense of the 
Constitution in that regard. It is a very diffi- 
cult matter, and we may not have reached 


| exactly a perfect statement of the case. 


change, but none seemed to be aware how rad- | 


ical and sweeping that change was. I observe 
my friend from New York [Mr. Cox] is dis- 
posed to understand the word “ radical’’ in a 
more literal sense than I used it. I admit that 
he is entitled to that view. The fourteenth 
amendment, so far as it related to suffrage, was 
generally understood as referring exclusively to 
the denial of the right to vote on account of 
race or color. But the language of the Con- 
stitution is much broader. It is in substance 


that wherever the right to vote is denied or || the 


abridged in any State, not merely on account 


| 
| 


I have but one other remark to make, Mr. 
Chairman, in regard to the bill, and that is in 
relation to the size of this House and the basis 


of representation. ; 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


the number of members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives in this bill rather than to wait until 
after the census is taken and then let the next 
Congress fix it? 

Mr. GARFIELD. of Ohio. I will answer 
entleman that the sub-committee were 


Will the | 
gentleman, before he considers that subject, | 
answer this inquiry: why it is necessary to fix | 





\| the bill it was left out. 


But when the whole 


/committee met it was considered best to 
The committee found it necessary, in view of || 


| this out, and it will not mar the other pr 





the two things together, because it wag g, 
the law which we were following. Of coy... 


it is entirely competent for the House to thro, 


ions of the bill at all. = 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Does the 
committee intend that this provision shal] apply 
to the next election? , 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Not at aly. ; 
would not come into play until the next (, 
gress shall expire. : 

Mr. MAYNARD. If the gentleman y;) 
permit me, I will say that prior to 1850, ». 
gentlemen will recollect, the course suggeste, 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts [\\, 
BurLer] was adopted, and the apportionmey; 
was not made until after the census was en), 
merated. ‘The result was that there was , 


| struggle between States of different sections o; 
State of the Union, together with the provis- || 
ions of the national Constitution with regard || 

| to suffrage. 


the Union to have their apportionment go aj. 
justed as to give them the greatest advantage. 
It was to relieve against that difficulty that t\ 
act of 1851 was passed, fixing the number o 
Representatives and settling the principle upon 
which they were to be apportioned; the reg; 


| was a matter of mere mathematical calc, 


lation. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The consider 
ation which my friend from Tennessee [ Mr. 
Maynarp] has mentioned was the chief reagoy 


| why the committee thought it best to inser 


into |! 


this provision. It was urged in Committee tha: 
if it was put in now we could debate the subject 
impersonally and free from any particular iy 
terest; discuss it as a principle rather than an 
interest. 

Mr. CLARKE. I desire to ask the gent} 
man from Ohio [Mr. Garrietn] if there js 
anything in this bill which will prevent th 
Legislatures of the several States from making 
provision for the apportionment and election o! 
members of the next Congress? I make this 
oe because, whether with reason or not, 
a discussion has arisen in the newspapers ‘ 
my own State, some of them holding that it wil! 
be competent for the Legislature which ist 
assemble in January next to make an appor 
tionment of the State for the election of mem- 
bers of the next Congress; and if the gentle: 
man will allow me, and for the purpose of eluci 
dating this point, I will send to the Clerk’s desk 
and have read an article from the State Record, 
a paper published at the capital of Kansas. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

**DISTRICTING THE STATE.—General Garris! 
chairman of the congressional Census Committ 
thinks that the taking of the next census can | 
completed by the Ist of July, 1870. If so, the n 
apportionment for members of Congress will pro! 
ably be made in the following December, to tak 
effect with the incoming of the Forty-Second Co: 
gress, March 4, 1871. : 

“The population of Kansas next June will wi 
doubtedly be sufficient to entitle her to three mew 
bers of Congress; and it is important that we shou! 
receive the benefit of that increase of representat! 
at as early a day_as possible. With proper action ‘ 
the part of the Legislature our three members ea 
he elected and ready to take their seats in March, 
1871. The State can be divided into three congres 
sional districts the coming winter, and members ! 
chosen from said districta at the regular election i! 


| November next. Then as soon as the apportionme! 


| election, and perhaps a special session of the Legis- 


is made these members-elect will be entitled t 
seats. If we do not thus anticipate the result the 
will assuredly follow the taking of the census ¥ 
will be put to the trouble and expense of a spec!" 
lature also, besides running the risk of being \e- 
prived of our full representation under the new 
census for six or twelve months. We hope the Les! 
lature will give this subject prompt attention and 
take the necessary action. It is always better to 
a little ahead than a little behind in such matter*. 


Mr. CLARKE. Now, Mr. Chairman, the 
inquiry which I desire to put to the gentleman 


| from Ohio representing the Census Committee 


is, whether or not there is any precedent in this 
country for such action as is proposed in the 
article which has just been read, and whether 


| or not there is anything in this bill which pre- 
_ vents such action? 
divided on that subject. Some thought it best || 


It seems hardly 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
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necessary to answer the question suggested in 
the paper which has just been read; but as my 
siend from Kansas requests an answer I will 
a that the present organization or numbering 
of the House took effect, I believe, on the 4th 
lay ol 
‘til the 4th of March, 1873. 
vo taken next June ought, of course, to be 
completed so far as the taking is concerned by 
the Ist day of July. L 1 
-ectly reported—as saying what is stated in that 
article, but how the Legislature of Kansas, 
which meets this winter, can redistrict that 
State for the next Congress is more than I can 
-ee, We shall not know until next fall what 
will be the basis of representation, and, as a 
matter of course, the redistricting by any State 
must be done after the number of districts it 
‘; to have shall have been ascertained. There 
is nothing in this bill that will permit even the 
supposition that the next Congress can be 
fected by its provisions, and so far as I know 


there is no precedent for such a thing. 

Mr. PAINE. 
what law the people of Kansas will choose their 
Representative or Representatives at the next 
congressional election? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
ent law. 

Mr. PAINE. But, Mr. Chairman, the 
twenty-sixth section of this bill proposes to 
repeal the present law. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If there is a 
lefect in the phraseology of that repealing 
clause we must amend it. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, this branch of 
the question is exceedingly important, and I 


Under the pres- 


think it is due to the House and to the public | 


that the gentleman from Ohio should be more 
explicit and rather more clear in his explana- 
tion. As I understand him he proposes in this 
illto fix the number of members of this House, 
and it is also proposed that the census shall be 
smpleted by the Ist of next July. While he 
roposes to fix the ratio of representation, yet 


I am reported—and cor- | 


* March, 1863, and manifestly will run | 
The census to | 


Let me inquire, then, under | 


| thus to keep the House stationary. 


the representative body should not grow with 
the growth of the Republic. I believe that 


| the old method was the wisest, which was to 


fix the number of people entitled to a Repre- 
sentative and let the number grow with the 
growth of the people. We have risen from 
33,000 population in 1790 for a single Repre- 
sentative up to 127,000 people for one Repre- 
sentative in 1860. If the country has grown 
during this decade as it has done in the past 
we should probably find in 1870 not less than 
175,000 people to a Representative, if the old 
basis, as provided under the present law, 
should be continued. 

The committee thought that we ought not 
While the 
Senate has grown nearly fifty per cent. in 
twenty years, there has not been asingle addi- 
tion to the House except by a special and ex- 


| ceptional act. The committee have left a blank 


e proposes to deny the Legislature next winter | 
pro} g 


‘om acting under what we have done to pro- 
vide for the election of the members from their 
State. I say that it is not sufficient to make 
these declarations ; that we must go further to 
prevent the State Legislature from acting under 
what Congress is now providing. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will say to 


the gentleman from New York that if there | 
should be such a necessity I will join him in | 


putting such a clause in the bill. The com- 
mittee had no such intention as is alleged, and 
[ do not think there is any such clause in the 
bill, unless, indeed, it should be by the repeal 
of the old clause. I have not thought that the 
repeal would work that way ; but if it does we 
can make an amendment. 

I desire to say to the House in regard to the 
whole matter of representation, that there are 
just two ways in which the Government has 
settled the question. For the first fifty years 
of the Government it was settled by fixing not 
the number of members of the House, but the 
number of population which should be entitled 
to a Representative ; and when that was fixed 
dividing the total popufation by that number 
and letting the size of the House be the result 
of thatdivision. For fifty years the size of the 
House of Representatives was so determined. 
In 1840 a change was made in that respect after 


a long and most searching debate. The result | 


|| that the result will 


of that debate was that they fixed the number | 


of members of the House, and finding the total 
population, divided that by the number of mem- 
bers and got the basis for each Representative. 
After considerable deliberation the committee 
thought it best not to reawaken that old issue. 

lor myself I believe that the old method was 
more democratic, more in accordance with the 
spirit of American institutions. I see no reason 
why the House of Representatives should be 
crystalized, fossilized into one fixed stature and 
let the Senate grow continually by the addi- 
tion of new States. I see no good reason why 


| except to supply 


| transportation, 


in the bill at this point, that the House may 
insert whatever number is thought best. But 
the committee, when they reach that section, 
will move to fill the blank with a number which 
we have this morning agreed upon. 
mention that that number isthree hundred. I 
ought to say, however, that there were differ- 
ences in the committee on this point, some 
favoring that and some favoring two hundred 
and seventy-five. 

I have nothing further to say upon this topic, 
an omission | made in the 
early part of my remarks. I spoke of the 
schedules and of the various classes of inform- 
ation which they embraced; but, in addition 
to the schedules, the committee have put in 
one section which they deem very important, 
and to which they invite the thoughtful atten- 
tion of the House. I allude to the lengthy 
section in regard to transportation. We did 
not wish to incumber the schedules with the 
inquiries there embraced, and with that view 
the committee prepared thetwenty-seventh sec- 
tion, providing that the superintendent, having 
his office here in Washington, shall obtain and 
present in the census report full statistics of 
a subject never heretofore 
touched upon in the census. These statistics 
will embrace, first of all, railroad transporta- 
tion; then canal and river navigation; and 


| there is also provision made for obtaining re- 


turns of the business of our lake and ocean 
transportation. 

I am disposed to believe, Mr. Chairman, now 
that slavery is dead, that the next great fight 
in this country will be against corporations. 
And I believe it is high time, not perhaps to 
inaugurate that conflict, but to require of these 
great corporations that have to do with the 
transportation of the wealth of this country, 
that hold in their hands almost the whole trade 
of the nation, that we shall at least require of 
them to tell us what they are doing with the 
national wealth which is in their hands. The 
committee has offered, I know, a very lengthy 
section, but one to which I trust the House 
will give a favorable consideration ; and if it 
shall be adopted, and it can be done without 
incumbering the enumerators with the work, 
(it can be done without the census-takers proper 


| touching it at all; it can be done by direct 
| correspondence with the chief of the depart- 


ment in Washington,) the committee believe 
be of immense value in 


| throwing a flood of light upon that great and 


increasing interest. 
Mr. DAVIS. I wish to inquire of the gen- 


| tleman what provision is made to compel cor- 


porations to give this information. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. There is a sec- 
tion on that subject in the bill, and the only 
question is whether it is stringent enough. 

Mr. DAVIS. That section only imposes a 
penalty of thirty dollars for refusing informa- 
tion to furnish which the clerical expense of 
any corporation will reach at least $500. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohie. Thatisthe pen- 
alty imposed upon any person refusing to an- 
swer questions in regard to population, &c. In 


I may | 
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the same section the gentleman will find.that 
any firm or corporation that refuses to answer 
shall be fined $100 for each such refusal. That. 
of course, is stronger; but [ am quite disposed 
to believe that it is not sufficiently stringent, 
[ will say that when this provision was put in the 
bill we had not put in the provision in regard 
to railroads. If we had I have no doubt we 
should have made the penalty more stringent. 

Mr. DAVIS. The section provides tor a 
fine of $100 for individuals and thirty dollars 
for corporations. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Oh, j 
the other way. I wish to say now that as 
soon as the general debate that may be desired 
on the bill has closed I shall propose to limit 
debate to such reasonable time as gentlemen 
may be willing to agree to; not, perhaps, on 
the whole bill, but on certain sections of it. 

Mr. PETERS. I would like to inquire of 
the gentleman whether the committee have 
made any calculation of the probability or non 
probability, if three hundred is inserted as the 
number of the House of Representatives, that 
any State will lose from its present representa- 
tion? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
of three hundred members I think that no 
State would suffer loss; with a House of two 
hundred and seventy-five members I think two 
or three of the New England States 
suffer loss. 

Mr. SWANN. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man a single question in regard to the details 
of the bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Very well. 

Mr. SWANN. By reference to the third 
section it will be perceived that the Secretary 
of the Interior is authorized by this bill to 
appoint ‘‘one chief clerk, to be paid at the 
same rate allowed by law to the chief clerk of 
the Patent Office, and such number of clerks 
of the first, second, third, and fourth class, 
and such number of watchmen, messengers, 
and laborers as the duties of the office shall 
from time to time require, to be paid at the 
same rates as now allowed for similar services 
in the Department of the Interior.’’ The 
question I desire to ask of the honorable gen 
tleman is, whether or not, from any informa 
tion before the committee, he is prepared now 
to limit the number of clerks that it may be 
necessary for the Secretary of the Interior to 
appoint? 

Mr. GARFIELD of Ohio. I am obliged to 
the gentleman from Maryland { Mr. Swany | for 
calling my attention to that point. The com 


no; i 


With a House 


would 


mittee attempted to devise limitations in all 


| copied the provision of the present law. 


| of the service at any time. 


| 


these particulars. But we found that any limit 
ation we might fix would be entirely arbitrary, 
a matter of mere guess-work. We therefore 
fell back on the old form, and in that regard 
We 
did so for this reason: at first, when we are 
merely setting up the oflice, comparatively few 
clerks will be needed; afterward, when the 
returns begin to come in, more clerks will be 
needed. ‘here will be more clerks needed at 
some times than at others. That plan was 
deemed best under the old law, and we believe 
it still to be best, to put a discretion somewhere 
as to the number of clerks to be employed. 
If we now fix the number of clerks it must be 
a large number in order to meet the necessities 
( And gentlemen 
well know that if the number of clerks is origin- 
ally fixed high, as a practical rule they wil 
never be reduced below that number. We 
thought, therefore, that if that matter were left 
wholly to the discretion of the Secretary of 
the Interior he would certainly feel compelled, 
under the responsibilities of his office, to mak 
that number as small as possible. 
Mr. SWANN. Would the gentleman Mt 
able from any information in his possession 
or from discussions in the committee to state 
what number of clerks will be necessary to 
carry out the provisions of this bill? 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


I could not. 
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Mr. HOAR. I wish to call the attention of 
the chairman of the committee to a matter 
which connects itself somewhat with the ques- 
tion put by the gentleman from Kansas, [ Mr. 
CiarnkE.] The twenty-fourth section of this 
bill gives to the Secretary of the Interior the 
absolute, authority, without appeal or question, 
to determine the apportionment of represent- 
ation, the division of political power in this 
Ilouse, among the several States of the Union. 
It is thus left to one oflicer to determine not 
only all questions of form in taking the census, 
hut. all questions of error, all the delicate ques- 
tions of construction which arise under the 
fourteenth amendment of the Constitution, and 
le is to determine these questions with refer- 
ence to one of the gravest matters which can 
arise for the exercise of any political author- 


ity in this country, to wit, the apportionment of 


political power among the States. [am aware 
that this bil follows to some extent the prece- 
dent of previous census acts. What I desire 
is to inquire from the gentleman from Ohio 
whether it was the purpose of the committee to 
vestthis vast authority in the Secretary of the 
Interior without appeal to Congress, or whether 
the committee would object to adding to the 
twenty-fourth section an amendment like this: 

Provided, also, That such apportionment shall be 


reported to and approy ed by Congres s at its next 
Fess10N, 


I] have thought it proper to put the question 


at this time, while the gentleman is making his | 


general explanation of the bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 
lam very glad the gentleman has made this 
suggestion. The committee will have no objec- 
tion to the amendment which he proposes. 
Indeed, they think that their bill as drawn is 
not open to the objection raised by the gentle- 
man. 


schedule relating to population shall have been 
reported by the census-taker then the Secre- 
tary of the Interior has a merely ministerial 
duty to perform, an arithmetical task simply. 
It is declared, as the gentleman will observe, 
in the sixth line of the twenty-fourth section, 
that the Secretary of the Interior is to ascertain 
‘*therefrom’’—this is the word used—the ratio 
of apportionment. He is simply required to 


ascertain from these two columns the ratio. | 


But if it is thought that ferther security upon 
this point is requisite I will cordially agree, as 
[ am sure the other members of the committee 
will, that this whole matter shall be submitted 
to Congress. 

Mr. HOAR. My objection was that under 
the present phraseology of the bill there 
seemed to be no reservation of authority in 


Congress to correct any error or to prevent any || 


fraud, if we can suppose the possibility of fraud 
on the part of the officer charged with this duty. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I now yield the 
floor to my colleague on the committee from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. HaLpEeMaN. ] 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Allow me 
a single word first. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
simply to ask the chairman of the committee 
if there is in the bill any attempt to take the 
statistics of telegraphs in the United States? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Yes, sir; of 


there is to be no restriction of debate, to confine 
myself to the proper theory upon which a cen- 
sus should be taken, and to some general con- 
sideration of the scope and tendency of this bill, 
which I am free to say, while it does not meet 


| my approbation in all respects, is yet a great 


- 


step in advance on the bills of 1850 and 1860. 

Jt is true that my ideal of what the census 
of 1870 should be may be too high and imprac- 
ticable, for 1 had hoped that it would be deemed 
practicable to make a de facto and actual 


| enumeration of this people and on one day. It 


| Dr. Engel of Berlin. 


is the recommendation of statistical congresses 
of Europe, composed of the ablest statists of 
their respective countries, and is strongly urged 
by such men as Baron Quetelet, Monsieur 
Legoyt of I'rance, Dr. Farr of London, and 
It is the accurate and 
scientific method by which you obtain an enu- 


| meration of the peopleas they are on a fixed day, 


that part of the telegraphs of the country con- | 


nected with the railroads—the railroad tele- 
graphs. The committee did prepare an addi- 


tional schedule, and have it ready to offer if the | 


House desires it, of all telegraph lines. 
Mr. HALDEMAN. Mr. Chairman, it has 


not been my intention to enter into the details | 


of this measure at this time. It had been my 
hope that there should be no limitation of do- 
bate on some of the important subjects which 
will arise under the various sections of this bill. 
I do not desire to enter into this vast subject of 
representation, and the proper number and 
basis of representation of members. But I 
would wish, if I could receive any indication that 


arresting as it were the wheels of individual 
and national life, photographing the nation with 
its vital and material forces; with its pursuits 
and industries; with its aggregate wealth and 
its aggregate income. For the purpose of de- 
termining the ratio of constitutional represent- 
ation; for the purpose of providing correct 
data for equitable taxation and wise legisla- 
tion; for the purpose of furnishing actuaries 
and theoretical statisticians, the facts from 
which they may deduce grand social laws—for 
social phenomena, like the phenomena of the 


heavenly bodies, are governed by laws, and | 


there is nothing accidental in the marvelous 
economy of society—for these three great ob- 


jects of representation, wise legislation, and | 


equitable taxation, and also theoretical statis- 


tics, the de facto actual enumeration is the 
scientific and only correct one. 


We have in the first place provided that || 
when the two columns provided for in the || 
| amendment to the Constitution, among other 
| things that were unwittingly done there was 





Moreover, in that hasty and ill-advised effort 


to change the fundamental and organic law of | 
the land by what is known as the fourteenth | 


something done to encourage the taking of a 
de facto and actual enumeration. To go back, 
however, for a moment to days of wise states- 
manship, and turning to the second section of 
the first article of the Constitution, I find it 
provided that— 

‘Representatives and direct taxes shall be appor- 
tioned among the several States which may be in- 


| cluded in this Union according to their as 


numbers, which shall be determined by adding to 
the whole number of free persons, including those 


| bound to service for aterm of years and excludjng 


| 
| 


} 


| 
i 


Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other persons.”’ 


It is here made imperative that all persons 
shall be counted in the basis of representation 
excepting Indians not taxed and two fifths of 
the slaves; Indians not taxed, who always 
have been treated with as a foreign nation or 
nations, and two fifths of the slaves, who are 
now free. With these two exceptions all were 


to be enumerated and counted. There is noth- | 


ing said about inhabitants, or citizens, or resi- 
dents, or legal abode; the language of the 


article applies to everybody found within the | 


borders of the State except the two classes 
named. 


Now, by the fourteenth amendment it is | 


provided that— 


‘When the right to vote at any election for the 
choice of electors for President and Vice President 
of the United States, Representatives in Congress, 
executive and judicial officers ofa State, or the mem- 
bers of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of 
the male inhabitants ofsuch State, being twenty-one 
years of age and citizens of the United States, or in 
any way abridged, except for participation in rebel- 


lion or other crime, the basis of representation || 


therein shall be reduced in the proportion which 
the number of such male citizens shall bear to the 
whole number of male citizens twenty-orfe years of 
age in such State.” 

That is to say, in addition to the penalty for 
abridging the right to vote on account of race 
or color there is a penalty for abridging the 
right to vote on account of the want of prop- 
erty qualifications, on account of the want of 


literary qualifications, on account of service in || 


the Army or Navy, on account of poverty, 
idiocy, or insanity, on account of not taking 


December 


, 

certain oaths; and I believe I have not reckon. 
on account of not being of good characte, , 
good behavior. .™ 

The penalty is that for any such depia) 
abridgment by a State the basis of their yo, 
resentative population shall be reduced. p' 
in addition—and it applies to nearly , oe 


State—you are warned in cach Stata to 3° 

careful how far you abridge or deny the rio). 

of suffrage to its inhabitants on account of sh, 

greater or less duration of their residence yyq, 
| penalty of representative diminution. 

It has been argued that the incongrujti, 
the looseness, the haste of the fourteenth eo, 
stitutional amendment, will be rectified shoy) 
| the fifteenth constitutional amendment be ras;. 

fied. Butthisis not so. The fifteenth eo. 
stitutional amendment provides that the rig}; 
| of citizens of the United States to vote shal 
not be denied or abridged by the United Stato. 
or by any State on account of race, color, o, 
previous condition of servitude. This wi)! 
make voters of the negroes, all State laws ¢, 
| the contrary notwithstanding. But the Sto, 
| may still deny the right of suffrage to any o; 
the classes that I have enumerated ; and jp gs» 
far as they deny the right of suffrage for idiocy. 
or poverty, or insanity, or want of property 
| qualification, or want of education, or for want. 
ing a period of residence sufliciently long to 
satisfy the State Legislature, just in that mea; 
ure shall the penalty be annexed and attached, 
I have shown now by the first article of th 
second section of the Constitution, by the four 
teenth amendment of the Constitution, by the 
advice of statists throughout the world, and by 
obvious reasons, that for the purpose of provid 
ing a fixed point of comparison and departure, 
so that this census may be comparable with the 
| State censuses to be taken in 1875, or with th 
United States census of 1880, and so that 
may be scientifically comparable with Eur 
| pean censuses, a de facto enumeration, ai 
actual enumeration in one day, is the lega 
wise, and scientific method. 

But I regret to say that the committee, afi 
investigating this subject and taking all t 
advice and counsel which it could obtain, ca: 
to the conclusion that owing tothe great extent 
of this country, the sparseness of populatio: 
| over the greater portionof it, the much-to-| 
1 regretted absence ofa department of statistics, 


| and the want of registry boards and oilie: 
machinery, it would be impossible to take thi 
census in one dayand upon an actual de fac! 
enumeration. 

Reluctantly I yielded to the reasons given; 
for I felt that although with men who believe 
| in the possibility of carrying out such a work 
it could have been done, yet it was perfectly 
apparent that while here and there I met a 
man, scientific or otherwise, who believed this 
immense labor might be successfully under: 
taken, the general adverse sentiment of itsel! 
rendered it impracticable and inadvisable. 

You may ask, sir, why, having assented to 
the judgment of the committee that de jaclo 
enumeration was impossible, I should now 
make an argument in favor of a de facto euv 
meyation. It is because if you do not have \' 
|| in 1870 you must havosit in 1880; it is becau 
| it is the right road on which to move, and the 
distinct object which you must have in view 
when amending the law of 1850 and 1860. I 
is because sooner or later you must bring your 
censuses and your systems of statistics in har 
mony with the censuses and systems of statis 
tics of the world. 

And it is for another reason, which I am 
| glad to mention in praise of the Committee on 
| the Census. It is because the main feature 
worthy of commendation in that bill which li 
| upon your table is that it is an approximation 
toa de factoenumeration. In sections ten an 
eleven of the bill you will find that twenty days 
| previous to the date fixed for the actual taking 
|| of the census, and to which date all must ) 
ll referred, enumerators will carry around sched: 
‘| ules of population, schedules of industry, and 
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‘reck hedules of reformatory, penal, and other 
aract “* ablishments, and that within the thirty days 
"Ten -ceeding that on which the census is to be | 
Genial ‘ken the enumerators are to go around and 
their rey leat these sc -hedules filled up. I hope, after 
ced, R proclamation by the P resident of the United | 
rly | ieee. after posters shall have been put up by 
ute to | » district superintendents upon every black- 
"the righ; h-shop and at every cross-roads, after 
unt of Hs press shall have called the attention of the 
nce uy 


und Sle to the importance of this work, I say I 
» that one half or two thirds of these sched- 


=a will have been filled up ready for the enu- 
enth « erator, facilitating his work, and giving acct 
ed sh Md voy toa census taken with reference to that 
nt be rat the Ist of June, 1870. 
Poth c Mr. ( ‘hairman, I had not intended to say 
coon oa re than this upon the general subject at this 
aa ‘me: but for fear that there may be a limit- 
woe Sea n of debate when we come to the discussion 
menor his bill section by section I will make one 
Chis wi vo remarks further. 
> laws to lhat for which the census of 1850 and 1860 
he Stat ved the highest commendation of the 
me SBT tists of Europe, and that of which we may 
and in istly proud, was that they aimed to obtain an 
 idioe, irate enumeration of the aggregate wealth 
Property this country and its aggregate income. It 
vated 1S justly been deemed that it would be dis- 
Ong ‘ful for the American Republic, especially 
Lat mi r so great a war, to fail to take a full, com- 
om e,and accurate account of stock. Home, 
a ven in the earliest days of her kings, under 
the | rvius Tullius, established a census not only 
n, by f people but of property; and a little later she 
1, and] eated a censor who had most extraordinary 
f pro wers even over the morals of the people; 
eparture, nd in the days of the Empire Julius Cesar 
) with sed the census laws and regulations, and 
wre \ugustus Casar carried them out. That census 
O tha only enumerated, as has been said, the 
h au ple, but enumerated the property by classes, 
on industry by classes, the aggregate wealth 
ia ithe income of the Roman empire. And 

se returns embraced not only the immediate 

ee, 


ain ies or provinces of Italy, but those of Judea, 
a Northern Africa, of Spain and her prov- 


a, and these returns of aggregate wealth 


ub ext | of aggregate income by classes were period- 
nl ’ :. . < ° 
ey uly laid before the Roman senate. In view 
2-0 these facts, it would be disgraceful to the 
tatist orieee people if, with all our advances in 
id all the appliances of modern ingenuity, 
take th shot uld not seek to obtain fully, con iple te ly : 
defa entirely a knowledge of the aggregate wealth 
. F the aggregate income of this country. 
S given; We know that Great Britain in 1868 had a 
belie ross income of $4.000,000,000; that of this 
1 & WOrkK im £375,000,000, say $1,875,000,000, was 
erfectly me derived from the weekly wages of the 
[ m ta boring classes. And shall we not then seek 
ved th ) obti 1in by classes not only from the great 
| unde ustries, not only from the great capitalists, 
of it t from the masses of the people an accurate 
ble. ventory of income as well as of accumulated 
ented f real and personal estate ? 
le fa | do not know that I say anything which may 
Id now lect upon the majority of this House when 
clo t that in late years, perhaps owing to 
havi confusion of war and the trials subsequent 
becau reto, you have not in levying your taxes been 
and tl nsiderate of the people in the same way asa 
in | ise general is considerate of his army when 
60, Tt e sends them into the field. 
18 YO (he soldier has so much burden to carry. 
in hat 


hws he general does not pileit all on his back; he 
} tops to consider how much can be put around 
aist, how much into his hande: ; in other 





the W 


hia vords, how much the man can carry without 
ittee ¢ producing a sore or inconvenience. Is it not 
featul ise at this time in providing for a census 
ich | iat we should consider how far \ we are making 
ma res upon the body-politic—is it not time 
fen and rus to ask whether classes are not being 
Ly da co in this land; is it not time for us to 
takit nquire in view.of the fact in New York that 
ust | 19,019 men pay tax on $84,000,000 of income 
sched and one tenth of 19,019 men pay tax on 
ry, au 554,000,000 of income, and one fourth of the 
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whole number of income tax-payers pay tax on 
$40,000,000 of income, whether our internal 
revenue, our banking and currency, and our 
financial system generally are not producing 
sores upon the body-politic? Are not some 
classes being favored to the injury of others ; 
is not capital being favored to the detriment 
of labor? I propose, therefore, at the proper 

time to move to insert in the population sched- 

ule a column showing the income of the masses 
of the people from wages, salary, profession, 
and trade. It is said that answers cannot be 
obtained to these questions ; but there are at 
least half-a-dozen other questions asked in the 
schedules to which it will be as difficult to get 
answers; and it is right to ask them and this 
one,too. It was asked in the census schedule 
of 1§50, and in the census schedule of 1860; 
and we ought to ask the same question in the 
census schedule of 1870, for we want to have 
some idea what classes are producing and what 
is theaggregate income as well as the aggregate 
wealth, in order to impose taxation more justly 
than now. 

No amendment being offered to the first 
section, the Clerk read the second section, as 
follows : 

Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Super- 
intendent of the Census shall be appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate ;Within ten days after the passage of this 
act, and his term of service shall eontinue for the 
term of three years and no longer, and_ he shall re- 
ceive an annual salary of $5,000. Before entering 
upon the duties of his office he shall take and sub- 
scribe the following oath or affirmation before any 
judge of the circuit district court of the United 
States, towit: “I, ——, Superintendent or eae 
Census, do solemnly swear (or aflirm) that I will, 
the best of my ability, cause to be enumerated alt 


or 





| the inhabitants of the United States, and will cause 


to be collected all the statistical information re 

quiver’ xy the law pre Pr idinn for taking the ninth 
census, and that I will faithfully execute, or cause 
to be executed, all the provisions of law relating 
thereto ;’’ a copy of which said oath, duly authenti- 
cated, shall be filed with the Seeret: ary of the Inte- 
rior. As soon as practicable after the passage of 
this act, the Superintendent of the Census, under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, shall 
provide blanks and distribute the same among the 


district superintendents, to be hereinafter provided 


for, and shall prepare and distribute printed in- 
tructions, de fining and « xpli aining the duties of said 
distric ‘t superintendents and of the enumerators 


hereinafter pro vit Le« l for, and the limits by which 
- ch duties are circumscribed, in a clear and intel- 
cible manner, aa hall see also that all due dili- 
rence is ¢ mployed by the district superintendents 
mn enumer: itors to make the returns of their re- 


pective doings complete at the time hereinafter 
pre scribed and shall, as the returns are so a 
cause the same to be classifie d, condensed, and ar- 


convenient manner for 
ults of the census. 


range od in the best and most 
exhibiting the res 

Mr. DAVIS. Ifind itis provided that the Su- 
perintendent of the Census shall be appointed 
by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, ‘‘ within ten days after 
the passage of this act." Might there nota 
difficulty arise as to the execution of this, sup- 
posing the Senate, by adjourning, should not 
happen to be in session at the time? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The provision 
ismerely directory. Suppose the Senate should 
be in recess, those things would not be done, so 
far as the Senate isconcerned. The provision 
that the appointment should be made within 
ten days was simply inserted in order to insure 
speedy action, and it does not seem to me that 
it can give rise to any trouble. 

Noamendment being offered to section two, 
the Clerk read section three, as follows: 

ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Interior shall appoint for the Census Office one chief 
clerk, to be paid at the same rate allowed by law to 
the chief clerk of the Patent Office, and such num- 
ber of clerks of the first, second, third, and fourth 
class, and such number of wate hmen, messengers, 
and laborers, as the duties of the office shall from 
time to time require, to be paid at the same rates as 
now allowed for similar services in the Department 
of the Interior: Provided, That at the end of three 
years from the date fixed by this act as the begin- 
ning of the term of service of the Superintendent of 
the Census, the terms of all officers and employés 
herein provided for shall expire. 

Mr. MUNGEN. 
section as follows: 

After the word “' of,” 
word “ three 





I move to amend the third 


strike out the 


two.” 


d in line nine, 
,’ and insert the word “ 
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My object in moving the amendinent is this: 
no doubt it is the desire of the House to have 
this whole matter completed at as early a date 
as possible. I think one year should be suffi 

cient for pre yaring for publication every single 
ital to be o tained under the working of this 
bill, and believing that I am in favor of limit- 
ing the time still further than it is limited in 
the section. If the time should be stated 
five years these clerks will hold their places for 
five years; if at ten years they will hold their 
placesforten years. But what we want is to get 
the results of the census as soonas possible. If 
my amendment should be adopted. and if Con 
gress should find it impossible to have the work 
closed up in two years, they might afterwards 
extend the time. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I t that 
amendment will not prevail. I fully concur 
with my colleague [Mr. MunGen] in the desire 
that this work should be completed as rapidly 
as possible ; but it will be remembered that if 
this bill should pass before the holidays come 
on the superintendent will be appointed by the 

ist of January, and that it will be seven months 
before the enumeration will be completed. Of 
course the superintent dent cannot until after 
that begin the work of preparing and tabulating 
the results ; and the time here allowed is much 
shorter than that in which the work has been 
accomplished in the taking of any other census 

It one seem to me unwise to limit it further 

The question was then taken on Mr. Men- 
GEN’s amendment; and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. HOAR. This third section provides that 
the clerks and other officers shall be appointed 
for three years. I would inquire whether there 
is any power of removal ? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I thinkthe gen 
tleman is a little mistaken in saying their term 
is three years. The proviso simply says that 
at the end of three years their term shall expire. 
I suppose the case will come under the general 
rule of our nas service, and that they can be 
removed. I should certainly be very sorry if 
common clerks could not be removed, and 
particularly clerks in this bureau. 

Mr. HOAR. Isuppose aterm that expire 
at the end of three years lasts till that time. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to insert after the “ 
‘*census,’’ in line eleven, the words ‘‘and wher 
ever their services shall cease to be required ;’ 
so that the proviso to the section shall read: 


Provided, That at the end of three years from th¢ 
date fixed by this act as the beginning of the term 
of service of the Superintendent of oe Census, and 
whenever their services shall cease to be required, 
the terms of all officers and employés herein pre 
vided for shall expire. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
good amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The aa k read the next section, as follows: 


Sec. And be it further enacted, That within thirty 
days ei the appointment of the Superintendent 
of the Census, the Secretary of the Interior shall 
appoint. in es ach congressional district, and in each 
of the Territories of the United States, and in the 
District of Columbia, one district superintendent of 
the census, whose duty it shall be to cause all the 
inhabitants to be enumerated, and to obtain, or cause 
to be obtained, the other statistical information 
within his district, in the manner provided for in 
this act: Provided, That in any city which forms the 
whole ora partof two or more congressional! districts, 
the Secretary of the Interior may, if in his judgment 
the eflicieney of theservice will thereby be promoted. 
appoint one district superintendent for such city and 
for the whole territory of the congressiepal districts 
of which such city forms a part, instea@ of one for 
each congressional district; and a reasonable allow- 
ance for clerk hire may be made to any district 
superintendent, the amount whereof shall bedeterm 
ined by the Secretary of the Interior, whenever, in 
his judgment, the neceasities of the service shall 
require it. 


Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. I move to amend 
that section by inserting rafter the word “‘inhal 
ants,’’ in line six, the words ‘‘ except India 
residing on reservations ;’’ so that it will rea 


rust 


That is a very 


One district superintendent of the census, wir 
duty it shall be to cause all the inhabitant except 
Indians residing on reservations, to be enumer- 


ated, &e. 
If this amendment prevails it will be neces 


sary to make a similar amendment to sevoral 
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other sections. The language of the bill now 
provides that in each congressional district and 
in each Territory all the ‘ inhabitants’ shall 
be enumerated. By another section of the bill 
itis provided that each Indian agent, on the 
request of the Secretary of the Interior, shall 
make a census of the Indians on his reserva- 
ion. I suppose it is not the purpose of the 
rommittee to have the Indians enumerated 
both by the officers of the Census Bureau and 
by the Indian agents. That would hardly be 
necessary or proper. I submit, therefore, that 
this amendment ought tobe made. The num- 
ber of all the different tribes of Indians can be 
ascertained by the returns of the Indian agents 
to the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I confess I do 
not know enough about the status of these In- 
dians to be able to say whether that amend- 
ment ought to be adopted or not. 


I do not | 


know of any objection to the amendment, and 


1 will make none. 

The question was then taken upon the 
amendment of Mr. Smirn, of Oregon; but be- 
ore the result was announced, 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move that the commit- 
‘ee now rise, so that we may have an oppor- 
unity to examine this question. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. IJhope not, Mr. 
Chairman; itis now only three o’clock, and 
we can very well go on half an hour longer. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 
hill of some considerable importance. The 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Garrietp] him- 
relf says that he is not prepared to say whether 
the amendment now pending ought to be 
adopted or not. * Now, if he does not know 
who does, he having given so much attention 
to this subject? I think that I must insist on 
my motion, 


hat the committee rise; and upon a divis- 
ayes 68, noes 48—it was agreed to. 

lhe committee accordingly rose; and the 

Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Dawes 

reported that the Committee of the Whole on 

‘he state of the Union, pursuant to order, had 


mi 


and particularly the special order, being House 
| J I gz 


There are sections in this 


iill No. 424, to provide for taking the ninth | 


census of the United States, and to fix the num- 


ber of members of the House of Representa- | 


tives and to provide for their future apportion- 
ment among the several States, and had come 
to no resolution thereon. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
Mr. WOOD. 


I rise to a privileged motion. | 
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The SPEAKER. In accordance with the 
resolution adopted by the House, these papers 
will be referred without further action to the 
Committee of Elections. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move that the House 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; 

And the House (at three o’clock and five | 
minutes p. m.) adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate | 
committees : 

By Mr. BENJAMIN: The petition of Mrs. 
Sarah Hewitt, praying for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Catharine W. Mur- 
ray, for a pension. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts: A 
petition for the abolition of the monopoly in 
coal. 

By Mr. JENCKES: The petition of Lang- 
ley & Newman, for an appropriation to pay for 
cutlery furnished by them to midshipmen. 

3y Mr. KNOTT: The petition of Mary 
Whalen, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Margaret Caldwell, for 
a pension. 

By Mr. KELSEY: The petition and papers 
of Pierpont Seymour, of East Bloomfield, New 
York, praying for the passage of a law author- 
izing the Commissioner of Patents to examine 
his application for a renewal of his patent of 
an improvement in seed-planters or grain-drills, 
and to act on the same on the receipt of the 
required fees the same as if the fee had been 
paid in due time. 

By Mr. LAFLIN: The petition of Jarvis 


| Smith and others, of New York, for compen- 


} 


lhe question was then taken upon the motion || Sation for loss of schooner Francis Elmore. 


Also, the petition of J. Snowdon & Son, of 
Brownsville, Pennsylvania, for compensation 
for alteration made in iron-clads. 

By Mr. LOGAN: A memorial of 129 officers 
of the Army, asking for the passage of an act 


| exempting from the operations of the act of 


{ move that when the House adjourns to-day |) 


it be to meet on Monday next. 

The SPEAKER, 
that would require the concurrence of the two 
Houses. 


Mr. MAYNARD. 


Under the Constitution | 


! . : . i] ¢ > LG 6 } , » Senate 
had under consideration the Union generally, || March 1, 1869, officers confirmed by the Senate 


|| to brevet appointments March 3, 1869. 


By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of James 
R. Johnson, of Blount county, Tennessee, a 
soldier in the war of 1812, praying for a pen- 
sion. 

By Mr. PAINE: The petition of Joseph 
Mayo, of Richmond, Virginia, for relief of 
disabilities. 

By Mr. SAWYER: The memorial of W. R. 
Smith and 63 others, citizens of Green Lake 
county, Wisconsin, asking for the repeal of the 


| duty on foreign hides. 


Also, the memorial of Lewis Sherman und 
58 others, citizens of Manitowoc county, Wis- 


'| consin, asking for the repeal of the duty on 


Hlouse adjourns to-morrow it be to meet on | 


Monday next. 


Mr. WOOD. I will accept that as an amend- | 


ment to my motion. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
(leman will not press that motion. If we do 
not act upon this bill this week, so as to send 
it to the Senate early next week, it will be in- 


evitably postponed till after the holidays, when | 
the old iaw, by its very terms, will again be- | 


come operative. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I would suggest to 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] 
that there are a number of gentlemen here who 
are ready to make speeches upon the Presi- 
dent’s message, and we can give several of 
them an opportunity to do so this week. 

Mr. WOOD. I will not insist upon the 
motion if so much opposition is made to it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I withdraw my motion. 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM VIRGINIA, 


Mr. HALE presented the credentials of 
Richard S. Ayer, claiming a seat as a Repre- 


of Virginia. 





I move that when the |! 


foreign hides. 
By Mr. WINCHESTER: A memorial from 


the wholesale liquor dealers of Louisville, 


| Kentucky. 


I trust the gen- | 





may, D. D. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspay, December 9, 1869. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 


The Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. FERRY. There is an error in the 
Journal which I desire to havecorrected. The 
bill (S. No. 801) for the repeal of certain laws 
therein named, introduced by me yesterday, 
was referred to the Committee on Political 
Disabilities and not to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. The Journal hasit ‘‘ the Committee 
on the Judiciary.’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Journal will 
be corrected. 

Mr. CATTELL. There is also another error 
in the Journal which I should like to have cor- 
rected. The petition which I presented yes- 


: / epre- || terday relating to bounties to the nine months’ 
sentative from the first congressional district | 


| 
men is marked on the Journal as referred to | 
the Committee on Pensions. My motion was ! 





E. 


December 9, 





to refer it to the Committee on Military A faire 
and I hope tke Journal will be-so corrected.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair po. 
members that the voice of the Senator wac 
indistinct, and he asked him to what committes 
he proposed to refer the petition, and the Chai, 
understood, as the Clerk did, that it was the 
Committee on Pensions. , 

Mr. CATTELL. Perhaps it was my own 
fault. It should go to the Committee on Mi). 
tary Affairs. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair wa; 
to blame as well as the Secretary for not hear. 
ing the Senator distinctly. The correction wi! 
be made. c 

TERRITORIAL LAWS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a leito, 
from the Secretary of the Territory of Uta), 
transmitting a copy of the laws passed by the 
Legislative Assembly of that Territory at th, 
eighteenth annual session, that of 1869; which 
was referred to the Committee on Territories. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a letie; 
from the Governor of South Carolina, transmit. 
ting a copy of resolutions adopted by the Gen. 
eral Assembly of that State in favor of recog. 
nizing the independence of Cuba; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela. 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM presented a petition of 
James M. Hoyt and other citizens of the United 
States, praying that Cuba be accorded bell; 
gerentrightsand her independence recognized: 
which was referred to the Committee on For. 
eign Relations. 

He also presented a petition of Charles I, 

_ Hale and others, citizens of Bridgeport, Con- 

necticut, praying that Cuba be accorded belli 
' gerentrightsand her independence recognized; 
which was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr. CRAGIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, praying that 
Congress exercise more than ordinary caution 
in the introduction of dangerous principles into 
the maritime service; which was referred to th 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SCHURZ presented the petition of Her 
mann Tuerk, formerly second lieutenant com- 
pany I, twelfth regiment Missouri rifles vol- 
unteers, and now living in Lubeck, Germany, 
praying for an increase of his pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Joseph 
Fiedler, now an inmate of the National Mili- 
tary Asylum, central branch, praying to ) 
allowed a pension; which was referred to tl 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. NORTON presented the petition of Z. 
E. Coombs, of Texas, praying the removal of his 
political disabilities ; which was referred to the 
select Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities. 

Mr. ABBOTT presented a petition of citi- 
zens of New Hanover county, North Carolina, 
for the establishment of a mail route from 

Howe & Smith’s store to Parker’s store, it 
that State; which was referred to the Commit 


'| tee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of 
William H. Reab, of New York, praying pay for 
the services of his father during the revolution 
ary war; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

He also presented the petition of Gideon I. 
Goode, of the county of Jasper, in the State o! 
Texas, praying for the removal of his political 
disabilities ; which was referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

He also presented the petition of A.S. Belk, 
of the county of Jasper, State of Texas, pray- 
| ing for the removal of his political disabilities ; 
| which was referred to the select Committee on 
| the Removal of Political Disabilities. _ 
| Mr. CHANDLER presented a petition of 

citizens of Michigan, praying an extension of 
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the grant of lands to aid in the construction 
of a military road from Fort W illcins, Copper 
Harbor, Michigan, to Fort Howard, Green Bay, 
Wisconsin; Which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. - ; 
~ Mr. WILLIAMS presented the petition of 
John Cummins, praying indemnification for 
expenses incurred while collector of the district 
f{daho; which was referred to the Commit- 
‘ee on Claims. w te 
Mr. MORTON presented a petition of citi- 
eons of Virginia, praying that that State may 
he admitted to representation in Congress; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 
AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I am instructed by the 
(Committee on Printing, to whom was referred 
a resolution for printing the agricultural report, 
to report back the same and recommend that 
the Senate concur in the amendment of the 
House. This resolution substantially received 
the assent of both Houses of Congress at the 
last session, but did not finally pass in conse- 
quence of the failure of the Senate to act on 
the amendment of the House increasing the 
number of copies given to the Commissioner 
by twothousand. ‘lhe Committee on Printing 
did not feel authorized to recommend any differ- 
ent action upon a matter which had already 
received the approbation of both Houses of 
Congress and which failed only for want of 
time; but for myself Lreport it with very great 
reluctance. 

Mr. SUMNER. What is it? 

Mr. ANTHONY. A resolution for the 
printing of the report of the Commissioner of 
Agriculture. Here is a resolution to print 
two hundred and twenty-five thousand copies 
of a book for gratuitous distribution; twenty- 
five thousand for the Commissioner, twenty 
thousand for the Senate, and one hundred and 
eighty thousand for the House. It is no more 
than the customary number, but it seems to 
me that in the present condition of the Treas 
ury it is an unwise use of the public money, 
and for the future I hope we shall confine our- 
selves to a much smaller number. 

Mr. SUMNER. May I ask why does not 
the Senator report an amendment, then, or a 
substitute cutting it down one half? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Because this resolution 
has already passed both Houses of Congress 
and failed to be finally acted upon only on 
account of a disagreement on a slight amend- | 
ment at the last session, and the committee 
did not feel authorized to recommend any || 
alteration in a matter which had already re- || 
ceived the assent of both Houses. This reso- 
lution refers not to the present year’s report, 
but to last year’s report. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
already published ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
up, but not published. 

Mr. SUMNER. I understand that the 
number for the House has been already fur- 
nished. 

Mr. ANTHONY. No; there may have been | 
some printed. There was no doubt in the mind 
of the Public Printer that the usual number 
would be ordered. Each House had ordered || 
the usual number, but the two Houses had 
failed to concur in the same resolution. 

Mr. SUMNER. The point I should like to 
have the judgment of the Senator upon is 
whether he considers that at this stage it is 
too late for us to make any modification. 

_ Mr. ANTHONY. I think it is in this reso- 
‘ution; but I think it is quite time that we 
should determine to make a very serious modi- 
fication in subsequent orders for similar print- | 
ing. I may state here that I shall in a few | 
days, perhaps to-morrow or Monday, eall the 
attention of the Senate to the subject of re- 
form in the Public Printing. There has been 
very great economy introduced there, and I 
think we ought to follow it up by entirely || 
stopping the publication of works for gratui- | 


Has not that been 


It has been already set 


tous distribution. 
is one of the objects of the Government. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands that the Senator from Rhode Island 
reports from the joint Committee on Printing 
a concurrent resolution of the House. Unless 
unanimous consent be given for its present 
consideration it will lie over for one day. 

Mr. POMEROY. I should be glad to con- 
cur with the Senator from Rhode Island in his 
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I do not believe that that | 


efforts to reform, if need be, our customary | 


expenses for the public printing; but he takes 
this occasion to say that the report of she Com- 


missioner of the Agricultural Department is | 


peculiarly extravagant on account of thegreat 


numbers that year by year have been printed | 


and distributed. 


The Senator ought to bear | 


in mind that this is the only expense of this | 


character for that Department. 


The farmers | 


and the agriculturists all over the country con- | 


tribute not only ashare, but the great share, of 
the productive wealth of the country. Wedo, 
to be sure, publish an agricultural report in 
that interest. Whereas we are publishing at 


an expense of many hundreds of thousands of | 
dollars publications for the benefit of other | 


interests of the country, we now in a small, 
reluctant, hesitating manner say we have con- 


cluded finally to publish this report of the Com- | 


missioner of Agriculture. In my opinion agri- 
culture is an interest demanding alacrity in its 
support by the Government, and efforts in this 
direction should be made which have not been 
made in any year past. It is not an interest 
in this country that we can afford to ignore or 
treat with contempt or indifference. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Upon examining 


the papers the Chair finds that this proceeding || 
is the action of the Senate upon an amendment | 


of the House of Representatives to a concur- 


rent resolution which had previously been || 
agreed upon by the Senate; and the Chair is || 
| informed that by the usage of the Senate ithas || 


been the custom, unless action be postponed, 


to act at once upon amendments in that stage | 


when reported by a committee. 


on the amendment of the House, which is sim- 
ply in regard to the number which shall be given 
to the Commissioner of Agriculture. The Sec- 
retary will report the proposed amendment. 

The Cuter Cierk. The resolution, as passed 
by the Senate, is as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representa- 
tives concurring,) ‘1 
thousand extra copies of the annual report of the 
Commissioner of Agriculture for the use of the Sen- 
ate, one hundred and eighty thousand copies of the 
same for the use of the House, and twenty-three 
thousand copies of the same for distribution by the 
Commissioner of Agriculture. 


The House passed the resolution with the 


following amendment: strike out in line seven 
| the word ‘‘three’’ 
| read ‘‘twenty-five thousand copies of the same || 


and insert ‘‘ five ;’’ so as to 
for distribution by the Commissioner of Agri- 
culture.’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
upon agreeing to the amendment of the House 


| of Representatives as reported by the Com- 


mittee on Printing. 
rhe amendment was agreed to. 
PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 
Mr. ANTHONY. The same committee, to 


whom was referred a concurrent resolution of 


the House for printing the mechanical report— | 
| the Patent Office report—have instructed me to | 


report it back without amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
number of that? 

Mr. ANTHONY. We have cut down the 
number of the mechanical report about fifty or 
sixty per cent., and we have increased in the 
same time the agricultural report, I think, about 
as much; and the mechanical report is paid 
for by the inventors ; a part of the eost of taking 
out a patent is for printing this very book, 
which the inventors desire to have and which 
they pay for. 


Therefore, 1f | 
there be no objection, the question will be taken | 


That there be printed twenty | 


Why not cut down the | 


|| Mr. SUMNER. I 


ee - 


; - a 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
will report the resolution. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows : 


In rue House or Rerresenrarives, 
{pri v, 18869, 
Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Sen 
ate concurring,) That there be printed thirty thou 
sand extra copies of the next report of the Commis 
sioner of Patents, of which seventeen thousand shall 
be for the use of the House, eight thousand for the 
use of the Senate, and five thousand for the use of 
the Commissioner of Patents. 


The Secretary 


The Senate proceeded to consider the reso 
lution. 

Mr. POMEROY. I agree with what the 
Senator from Rhode Island has said in regard 
to the printing of the mechanical report; but 
he must bear in mind that that is a more ex 
pensive book as a book than the report of the 
Commissioner of Agriculture. There are the 
drawings, there are the maps, there are the 
most expensive plates got up, and new ones 
each year, in the mechanical report. It is not 
an ordinary book containing information, but 
it is a book of drawings ; it is a book that has 
no ordinary expenses about it, but all extraor- 
dinary. ‘That is why the inventors pay a part 
of the expense; but as a book it costs more 
now than the other. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I beg the Senator’s par- 
don. It does not cost the Government any- 

| thing; the inventors pay the whole cost of 


printing. I think it is eight dollars for each 
invention. 
Mr. POMEROY. ‘That does not pay the 


whole cost. 
Mr. ANTHONY. It is very near it. 
The resolution was concurred in. 
LAND OFFICE REPORT. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I am instructed by the 
same committee to report back the concurrent 
resolution of the House of Representatives 
providing for the publication of the report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
without amendment, and to recommend its 
passage. I ask for its present consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the following concurrent resolution 
ef the House of Representatives : 

Resolved by the House, (the Senate concurring, 

| That there be printed five thousand extra copies o! 
the report of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office for 1868, with the connected map of the United 
States, for the use of the Senate, fitteen thousand 
copies of the same for the use of the House, and tw 

thousand of the same for distribution by the Com 
missioner of the General Land Ofiice. 


Mr. POMEROY. I would inquire of the 
Senator from Rhode Island whether that in 
cludes the map which the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office has prepared ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Itincludes the connected 

| map of the United States, of which the Gov- 

ernment has already the plates. The map to 
|| which I suppose the Senator refers, which the 
| Commissioner of the General Land Office has 


| rendered in with his reports, cannot be pub- 

lished, in the judgment of the committee, at an 
| expense short of $100,000, and we have not 
recommended that publication. 

Mr. RAMSEY. For my part, I think those 
f@aps are worth $100,000 to the country. 

Mr. POMEROY. ‘The publication of the 
map to which I have referred not being pro- 
vided for in this report of the Committee on 
Printing, of course it must come up as @ sep- 
arate measure ; but I have yet to learn that we 
do not need the publication of that very map. 
I believe we do; and when the Senate come to 
understand what that map is, and that it sup- 
plies a want that has been felt for the last ten 
years, I feel certain that they will order th 
publication. This old map has gone by; the 
country has outgrownit; it does not show what 
the country is, and a new map is demanded. 
The Commissioner of the General Land Office 
has made it, and he has made a good one, i! 

Lam any judge. I am not on the committee 
| to examine it, but that is my judgment. 
should like to ask 


my 


| friend whether the map is not a copy of the 


4 German map. 
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Mr. POMEROY, 
Mr. SUMNER. Yes; whether it is not a 
gy of that—the map made by geographers 
i Germany. The Senator perhaps understands 
at the Germans take the lead of us all in 
‘mapping, and they have made a map of the 
(inited States which is certainly excellent in 
its way; but I submit to my friend whether on 
ihe whole it is expedient that we should pub- 
lich officially a map which is a tracing from 
one made by the German geographers? 

Mr. HOWE. Do you know that? 

Mr. SUMNER. No; I have heard it. 

Mr. POMEROY. Ido not know the truth 
of the allegation to which the Senator from 
Massa alludes. I do not know whether 

ie Commissioner of the General Land Office 
bas used that tracing or not. I know he has 
rot a good map, if | am any judge of the to- 
pography of this country. What we are using 
now, and what the Printing Committee recom- 
mend the publication of year by year, is an 
old map that the country has outgrown, that 
las been stereotyped for I suppose ten years; 

t does not exhibit the western country at 

I'he Department have gone to the expense 
of making a new map, and now the question 

, or will be before the Senate very soon if it 

not in this report, whether we shall publish 

and whether this country does not demand 
If Senators who have been across 
: continent and seen the western country do 
not think we need something different from 
what we have had for the last ten or fifteen 
lam mistaken. ‘That matter, however, 
is not contained in this report, and hence I do 
not press it now. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not intend to say 
anything on the pending resolution ; but I pro- 
pose, when the question of printing the report 
of the Commissioner of the General Land 
QOjiice for 1869 comes before us, to introduce a 
resolution to provide for the publication of 
(hese maps in connection with that report ; and 
! shall then submit to the Senate such consid- 
erations as appear to me to be of weight in 
favor of the printing of these maps. 

Now, sir, there is considerable said about 
the expenses of publishing certain reports—the 


The new map? 
t ici 


husetts 


W map. 


year 


! 


agricultural report, the reports of the Patent | 


Otlice, and the report of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office ; but in my judgment 
no money can be more wisely expended than 
in the publication and distribution of these 
reports. So far as I know these complaints 
do not come from the people who pay the taxes 
and whose taxes are employed in the publica- 
tion and distribution of these reports. I be- 
lieve that the farmers of this country are per- 
feetly willing to pay their proportion of the 
taxes necessary to distribute through the coun- 
try the information as to our great agricultural 
interests obtained by the Agricultural Depart- 
ment of the Government; and if this inform- 
ation is not to be disseminated throughout the 
country we had better abolish the Agricultural 
Bureau, and dispense altogether with the 
expenses arising from its existence. 

As to the report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office and these maps, they are 
of immense service tothe country. Immigra- 
tion aid societies are organized in all the new 
States for the purpose of dispensing through- 
out Europe information as to our public lands ; 
and there are no means by which this informa- 
tion can be so satisfactorily communicated to 


the people of Europe as through these reports | 


and these maps, which have been prepared 


with great labor and at considerable expense | 


by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. As to their being copies of any Ger- 
man or European maps, | have only to say 
that the Commissioner represents to me that 
they are maps which he has prepared at a 
great expense of labor, and, so far as I am 
competent to judge, they are the best maps 
that were ever made in the United States. | 
hope, therefore, that no prejudice will arise to 
that question before it comes before the Senate, 





from any remarks that have been made by the 
chairman of the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. STEWART. I simply wish to remark 
that I am very much pleased with the disposi- 
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tion shown to publish these maps at the proper | 


time. 
settlements there is nothing so important as 
accurate maps that shall be kept up with the 
settlements, showing what land is opento pre- 


lor the information of the advancing | 


'emption, what land is open to homesteads, | 
what land is subject to private entry, where it | 


rearly, showing what has been done the pre- || 
| J 7? > 


| can go. 
tion throughout the country on this subject. || 


is situated, and its surroundings. If we desire | 


really to aid those settlements and give them 
proper information we should publish the maps 


vious year, so that the next immigrants will 
have a guide to go by. Here is a map; here 
are the settlements made this year; and next 


year they wiil know where they can go and get | 


public lands. It is one of the most important 
things for immigrants to know where they 
There is a great want of informa- 


Although it may be expensive we must publish | 
these maps more promptly, so as to keep up | 
with the advancing settlements, so that immi- | 


grants may know where to go. I consider this 
one of the most important things to which Con- 
gress can turn its attention. The Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Otlice keeps up 
annually with the advancing settlements in 


these maps, and we ought to publish them 


| every year. 


The map for 1869, of course, will 
be much more important than the one for 1868. 


| Consequently I shall wait until that report 


comes in, and then I shall join the Senator from 
Oregon. 
Mr. SUMNER. A remark fell from the Sen- 


| atorfrom Kansas which interested me. He said 


| old. 


that the map that is now circulated isten years 
I agree with him that that is wrong; iu- 


| deed it is a disgrace to the country that we 


| original observation. 


should be now circulatinga map ten years old. 
We might as well circulate an almanac ten 
years old, for in the last decade our country 


has changed geographically and in all that is | 





represented on a map as thuch as it has in an | 


almanac. I am therefore with the Senator 


in his desire to have a new map; but I hope | 


that that map will be founded on careful and | 


I do not wish it a copy 


| from abroad, certainly, unless they have suc- 


ceeded in Germany in obtaining information 


| about our country in its details and in its gen- 


eral geographical features which we have not 
succeeded in obtaining. I know, however, 
very well the great ability and aptitude of the 
Germans for maps. Tor many years they have 
provided the best maps of the world, far better 


than the English, far better than the French, || 


far better than ourselves; but still 1 do think 
that we ought to be able to make the best map 
of our own country, and it should be founded 
on the observations of our own people. 

All this that I have said is merely an intro- 


| duction to the conclusion that if the Land 


Oflice has made original observations which it | 
| has recorded on a map | should be very anx- 


ious to publish it, and I would not be niggard 
in the means. I believe it is a very excellent, 
and, let me say, even an economical form of 
expenditure. I believe that a good map of the 
United States at this moment, aecompanied 
by a plain and intelligible report on our re- 


sources, and particularly illustrative of our | 


land system, will be a recommendation where 


ever it goes, both at home and abroad. I | 
should like to have it circulated everywhere in | 


Europe, and I know it would bring a new pop- 
ulation to our shores. 
{Mr. Nye] remarks that the reports ought to 
be published in different languages. Certainly 
in one or two languages besides our own I 
think they should be published. They should 
be published in German. 
and excellent population that is standing on tip- 
toe to come to us, and I am for giving them the 
information to help them. Therefore when 
the question comes up on this map, whether 


My friend from Nevada | 





There is a large | 


| | 


upon the report of my friend the chairm 
the Printing Committee or from whatever 
ter it comes, I shall be in favor of jt 
vided he can let us know that it is really . good 
map and of a character to justify the very “se 
siderable expenditure required; but | ai 
again that I shall not be deterred by the expend. 
iture, for I believe that it will be an ecovon, 
Mr. HOWE. I wish to submit an amen, 
ment, to strike out the words ‘‘ connected ma; 
of the United States’’ and insert “maps pr. 
pared by the Commissioner of the Gener, 
Land Office ;’’ so that the resolution will req). 
That there be printed five thousand extra Copies 
the report of the Commissioner of the General [.», 
Office for 1868, with the maps prs yared by the Com. 


missioner of the General Land Office, for the uso ,: 
the Senate, Xe. , 


an of 
quar 
pro- 


Mr. President, I think the question whetho- 
we shall have these maps printed or not js 
question as proper to be decided now as whey 
| the question of printing the new report or the 
report for the present year shall come before 
us. In my judgment we have waited too lone 
for the printing of the report and the map, | 
agree with the Senator from Kansas ‘ed the 
| Senator from Massachusetts that it is worse 
| than idle for us to print this connected map, 
| which the committee I understand have recom. 
mended, if it is such a map as has been de. 
scribed bythe Senator from Kansas. I do not 
myself know what the map is, but to print a 
map ten years old as a map of the United 
States of to-day is, it strikes me, a very idle and 
profitless ceremony. There is scarcely any 
| more similitude between the United States of 
to-day and the United States of ten years ago 
than there was between the United States ten 
years ago and the continent of Europe. We 
have outgrown that patent altogether; it isa 
different country ; and if we circulate any such 
map we are almost guilty, not of getting money 
under false pretenses, for we should not get 
any money for it, I suppose, but we should be 
guilty of throwing away money under false 
pretenses or upon false pretenses. I think wi 
ought to submit to the American people and 
we ought to submit to the people of the world, 
if we submit anything at all in the shape of a 
map or if we submit anything at all upon th 
character of the resources of the country, some: 


'| thing that is truthful. . Now, I believe the Com 


| missioner of the General Land Office has pre- 
pared something that is truthful. 

The suggestion is made here by the Senator 
from Massachusetts that it may be a copy from 
a German map. I have no acquaintance with 
| any recent German map of the United States. 


'| I have some acquaintance with the Commis- 


‘sioner of the General Land Office. My idea 
of him is that he is not a man who copies from 
anybody. He isa tireless worker; and if we 
have any public man or private citizen who 
goes without regard to the expenditure of 
| time or of labor to original sources for his 
facts and his information, I think itis the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office. The 
rr he has prepared I have looked at. I am 
no better judge of their accuracy than anybody 
else, but I believe he has taken the pains to 
acquaint himself with the most recent facts 
concerning the geography of our country, and 
that he has faithfully, so far as he could, por- 
trayed them upon that map. Now, I think it 
is due to the country, not to the Commissioner, 
that the fruit of that labor should go to them, 
and I do not see why it should not go as well 
in the report of last year, considering that the 
maps were then prepared, as to go with the 
report of the present year. Atall events, Mr. 
President, I do not think it becomes us to pub 
lish the map which the resolution as it 18 
reported here proposes to publish. That 
should be stricken out, I think, even if we co 
not insert the other; but I think we should 
insert the other. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President,.I agree 
with the Senator from Wisconsin, and shall 
support the amendment that he has offered. 
' T agree also with the Senator from Massachu- 
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in the expression that we ought to have 
‘he most recent and original information em- 
hodied in the maps that are to be printed offi- 
ally by the Government of the | nited States ; 
vit | differ with him in this: it is not material 
~o who made the original observations by 
28 of which locations are ascertained. If 
me of the points on this map have been ascer- 
ned astronomically by Germanastronomers, 
ave been ascertained scientifically and accu- 
- rely, and are laid down on this map, what dif- 
‘orence Will it make to the reader of the report 
vho will refer to the map for illustrations? [ 
apprehend that the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office resorted to all the recent ob- 
ervations that had been made which were 
aleulated to enable him to produce this map. 
In the first place, he ordered surveys of the 
public lands and surveys of the boundaries of 
[erritories and States. The observations made 
‘n connection with those surveys, of course, 
were not made by the Commissioner himself, 
hut were made by oflicers of the Government 
inder his control; and doubtless he has em- 
bodied that information in the map that has 
been produced. 

Then, if the locations have been ascertained 
by the officers under the direction of the Coast 
Survey, by means of which the exact location 
of mountains and rivers and bays and harbors 
has been ascertained, is it important to this 
Government and its citizens that these scien- 
tific examinations and deductions shall be dis- 
regarded? Will they not be equally valuable 
to the reader of this report mnt the examiner 
of the map as if these observations had been 
made by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office in person? I suppose all that it 
; important for the Sentate to know is this: 
that all the most recent accurate information 
attainable has been obtained by the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. and has 
een applied in the compilation of this report 
aud in the production of this map. If any 
Senator doubts that this has been done, then 
of course he will be justifiable in voting against 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Wisconsin; otherwise, it seems to me every 
Senator ought to vote in its support. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I wish the Senator from 
Wisconsin would withdraw his amendment, 
except that part of it which is to strike out 
‘the connected map of the United States ;’’ 
we put that in to please the Senators who object 
toit; I have no desire to have it printed; and 
let him introduce his amendment upon the 
resolution to print the forthcoming report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
his report should have been printed last year. 
It is not the fault of the Senate that it was not 
If we delay the printing of this report 
intil these maps can be prepared we shall not 
have itin a year. It will take a year to print 
thesemaps. I should prefer to have this report 
printed or disposed of as the Senate may see 
lit, and then have the resolution to print the 
t 


tts 
sets 


to 


mea 
nh 


uone. 


uaps as @ separate one, or it may be added to 
he other resolution. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. 


nat. 

Mr. HOWE. The suggestion just made is 
a very reasonable one, it strikes me, and I 
will modify my amendment by omitting the 
words which I proposed to insert. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
irom Wisconsin modifies his amendment, and 
inoves to strike out the words ‘‘ with the con- 
nected =a of the United States.’’ 

Mr. ANTHONY. That will be much better; 
und then a resoluton to print the maps can be 
introduced separately, or as an amendment to 
the other resolution. I want a little prepara- 
ion in regard to it; I want to produce the maps 
and show them to the Senate, and then I shall 
ve ready for the discussion. The question 
‘only one of money, whether we are going 
‘nto the map business; and my impression is 
that if we print that map we shall not get 
through with it until it costs the Government 


It would be better to do 


$200,000, because the House will be entitled 
to have much larger numbers than we have 
and printing maps are very expensive. It is 
different from other kinds of printing. 

Mr. POMEROY. It is not the number of 
maps that makes the expense. 

Mr. ANTHONY. ‘The number makes a 
great difference. ‘They cannot be printed on 
an ordinary press. 

Mr. SUMNER. They must be engraved. 

Mr. ANTHONY. <Andecolored. The Ger- 
man map referred to I suppose is that of Berg- 
haus. I suppose it is the latest, most authen- 
tic, and best map of the world; and the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office has 
very properly made that the basis of his map. 
Thisis a map of the world, and not a map of 
the United States. The object of it is to show 
that the United States is the center of civill- 
zation, the center of the world; that every- 
thing is leading to it. Onit are represented 
lines of steamships and lines of railroad com- 
munication, the object being to show that this 
country must ultimately become the center of 
commerce, trade, and banking. It is a very 
good thing. I certainly agree with everything 
that has been said of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, a man in whom I have 
the highest respect ; a man who devotes him- 
self with singular fidelity to the duties of his 
oftice, and who seems to have no other object 
than to perform them to the best advantage 
of the country. 

The only question involved is a question of 
money, and that is a very serious question. 
We printed in former times books at an enor- 
mousexpense. The printingof the Pacific rail- 
road report cost $1,000,000. That system has 
been broken down, and I do not want to see it 
inaugurated again. We have, on one or two 
occasions at least, printed the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office in va- 
rious languages; in the German, inthe I’rench, 
in the Spanish, and in the Danish; and I was 
afraid that my friends from the Pacific coast 
would ask us to print it in Chinese, so that we 
might urge forward emigration from the Celes- 
tial empire; but we were saved that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Wis- 
consin, which is to strike out the words ‘‘ with 
the connected map of the United States.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Theresolution,asamended, was concurredin. 

COMMITTEE SERVICE. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. ILIask to be excused 
from serving upon the Committees on Revo- 
lutionary Claims and on Mines and Mining. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Delaware asks to be excused from serv- 
ing on the two committees named by him. Is 
there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair 
hears none. It is so ordered. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. NORTON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case 


, of Agnes Ellen Kletss, praying for a pension, be 


withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 
On motion of Mr. CRAGIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case 
of Captain George ll. Preble, United States Navy, 
be taken from the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ROBERTSON. 
Senate bill No. 283. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The introduc- 
tion of bills and joint resolutions is now in 
order. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Before proceding with 
the introduction of bills, as I was called out 
of the Senate at the time reports were called 
for, I ask leave to make a report. The Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 280) in relation to the appel- 


I move to take up 


| late jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the 
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United States in certain cases, have instruct 
me to report it back with an amendment. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. STEWART asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 71) in relation to land 
withdrawn for the benefit of the 
Pacific Railroad Company; which was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. STEWART. | ask that the joint reso 
lution be read at length, and | desire to have 
it considered now. It will explain itself. 

rhe Secretary read the joint resolution, a 
follows: 

Be it resolved, de., That the Secretary of the hl 
terior is hereby directed to suspend his orders of 
November 2 and 11, 1860, restoring to private entry 
the lands heretofore withdrawn forthe benefit of the 
Southern Pacific railroad of California until the 
end of the present session of Congress, so that the 
interests of the preemption and homestead settle 
and the rights of the railroad company may be in 
vestigated. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there any 
objection to the present consideration of the 
joint resolution ? 

Mr. HOWARD. 
of it. 

Mr. STEWART. Iwill give the explanation. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair un- 
derstandsthe Senator from Michigan to reserv: 
the right to object. 

Mr. HOWARD. 
Pacific railroad ?’’ 

Mr. STEWART. I will explain in a moment 
The lands for the Southern Pacitic railroad in 
California were withdrawn. Previous to their 
withdrawal they were subject to private entry 
with college scrip or for cash at $1 25 anacre. 
They were in acondition to be taken up by two 
or three individuals who might feel disposed 
todoso. The location of the railroad was made, 
and it was claimed by persons desiring to ente: 


Southern 


Iwish some explanation 


. . . . 
What is ‘*the Southern 


the land at private entry—two or three persons 
wanted to enter it all—that the road was not 
located in pursuance of the charter. The Se« 
retary of the Interior has found the fact to be 
that it was located in pursuance of the charter, 
and he has set aside the location, which r 
stores the land to private entry. If his order 
is carried into effect it will be taken from the 
homestead and preémption settlers altogether, 
and also from the railroad company, and wil! 
be entered at private entry by a few individ 
uals. I donot think that will be a desirab! 
result. The order is made and is about to be 
published. This resolution simply suspends it 
until Congress can determine whether it wil 
restore the land to preémption and homestead 
settlement ; whether it will give it to the rail 
road company or will allow it to be entered at 
private entry. It simply suspends the execu 
tion of the order until an investigation can be 
had. It does not propose to change the status 
of anything until Congress can sce what ought 
to be done in the premises. If this order comes 
out it will be published, and that will be some 
expense. It can be stayed by Congress if the 
order is published ; but if it is once issued and 
published parties will make their arrangements 
to pay for the land, and itis better to act at 
once. Things ought to be kept as they are 
until the matter is investigated. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to the immediate consideration of this 
joint resolution ? 

Mr. POMEROY. Ishouldliketoask the Sen- 
ator whether these lands have been surveyed ° 

Mr. STEWART. Surveyed long ago. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ithink that matter ought 
to go to a committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Ohio objects to its consideration. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ihave no objection 
being referred to a committee. 

Mr. HOWARD. I think it had better bi 
referred to a committee for investigation. 

Mr. STEWART. Let it go to 
mittee on Public Lands or the Committee on 
the Pacific Railroad. 


} 
5} 


the Com- 
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Mr. HOWARD. ‘The Committee on the 
Pacific Railroad, I should think. I move that 
it be referred to the Committee on the Pacific 
Railroad. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Michigan. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CARPENTER asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No. 306) to increase the salaries of the 
Chief Justice and associate justices of the 
Supreme Court of the United States; which 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CARPENTER. LIask that the bill be 

ad at length. 

Ihe bill was read, as follows: 

Be itenacted, &c., That from and after the Ist day 

of January, in the year of our Lord 1870, the salary 

of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the 

tinited States shall be $12,000 per annum, and the 
lary of each of the associate ju tices of said court 
hall be $10,000 per annum; to be paid in the man- 

ner now provided by law. 


Mr. CARPENTER. I move that the bill 
be printed, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Che motion was agreed to. 


r 
rt 


Mr. HARRIS asked, and by unanimous con- 
ent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
307) to repeal an act entitled ‘* An act to reg- 
ulate the distribution of the proceeds of fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures incurred under the 
laws relating to customs, and for other pur- 
which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DRAKE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
308) to establish a uniform time for holding 


poses eee 


elections for electors of President and Vice | 


President of the United States, and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, in all the States of the 
Union; which was read twice by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. a 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I desire to make a re- 
port from acommittee. The select Committee 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities ask 
leave to report back the bill (S. No. 283) to 
remove political disabilities of certain persons 
therein named, with an amendment, striking 
out the names of Charles C. Crowe, of Perry 


county, and Alexander McKinstry, of Mobile, | 


Alabama, their names having been included 
in the bill that passed the Senate yesterday. 


The bill now contains only two names, and I | 


ask for its immediate consideration. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chairunder- | 


stands the Senator from South Carolina to ask 
unanimous consent on behalf of the Committee 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities to 


move to take up at this time a bill introduced 


on the first day of the session. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I desire to introduce a 
bill for reference. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


tion of bills is in order. 


The introduc- 


Mr. WILLIAMS asked, and by unanimous | 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. | 


No. 809) for the relief of John Cammins, late 
collector and disbursing agent of Idaho ; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous || 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


No. 810) constituting the Mississippi Valley | 
Levee Company a national corporation; which | 


was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. ABBOTT. I should like to have an 
vee to explain. At my request the 
c 
Political Disabilities asked leave to make a 
report, and was about to ask for the immediate 
consideration of a bill removing the disabil- 
ities of two men when he gave way. One of 
these gentlemen is the district attorney of 
Florida, and the ather is a member just elected 
to the senate of North Carolina. It is import- 


Commerce, 


1airman of the Committee on the Removal of | 


ant that the bill should be passed promptly 
and these gentlemen relieved from their dis- 
abilities. 1t will take but a minute to passthe 
bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. Would it not be better to 
proceed with the morning business and then 
take up the bill afterward ? 

Mr. ABBOTT. The morning hour 
expired. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
I wish to offer. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands the Senator from Massachusetts to object 
to the present consideration of the request of 


has 


I have a resolution which 


> ai ¢ ; ‘ i 2 oa ¢ |} . . - - , 
the chairman of the Committee on the Removal || ator from Minnesota reserve his objection un: 


of Political Disabilities, and morning business 
will continue. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
expired, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
hour has expired; but there is no special 
order, and there is no business postponed to 
this day. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let us finish the morning 
business, and then the biil of the Senator from 
South Carolina will be in order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘lhe next busi- 
ness in order will be the consideration of bills 
on the Calendar if any Senator demands that 
the Calendar be taken up. If not, the morn- 
ing business will continue. 


The morning hour has 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


act to provide internal revenue to support the 
Government, to pay interest on the ie 
debt, and for other purposes,’’ approved June 
30, 1864; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 


The morning | 


No. 311) to further amend an act entitled ‘‘An 


Mr. WILLEY asked, and by unanimous con- | 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 72) providing for the repair 
of the inclosure of the cemetery at Harper’s 
erry, West Virginia; which was read twice by 
| its title, referred to the Committee on Military 
| Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. OSBORN asked, and by unanimous con- 
| sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 73) for the disposal of the 
public lands in the States of Florida, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Arkansas; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 
Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
| resolution (S. No. 74) to extend the port of 
entry of the collection district of New Orleans ; 
| which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
| printed. 
NEW ORLEANS BRANCI MINT. 


Mr. KELLOGG submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate the present condi- 
tion of the United States branch mint and grounds 
in the city of New Orleans, Louisiana; the purpose 
for which the same isnow used; also whether, in his 

| opinion, the interests of the Government require a 
mint in that city. 


NEW ORLEANS MARINE HOSPITAL. 


Mr. KELLOGG submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
' consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate the present condi- 
tion of the nited States marine hospital and 


grounds in the city of New Orleans, Louisiana; the | 
purpose for which the same is now used; the prob- | 


| able cost of completing the building; also whether, 
in his opinion, the completion of the building is 

| desirable: and if not, what method of providing hos- 
ital accommodations for the port of New Orleans 
1e deems most desirable. 


| DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

| Mr. SUMNER. I offer the following reso- 
| lution, and ask for its immediate consideration : 
| Resolved, That the Committee on the District of 


Columbia be directed to consider the expediency of | Senator a question. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


December 9. 


repealing the charter of the Medical Society of 

District of Columbia, and of such other legish: phe 
as may be necessary in order to secure for medi. 
practitioners in the District of Columbia equal 7 <¥, 
and opportunities without distinetion of color Wty 


Mr. NORTON. I object to the consido, 
tion of that resolution. _ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. SUMNER. Is there objection? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. — Objection 
made by the Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. SUMNER. I wish to make an obgo. 
vation to explain the object of the resolytio, 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the g,,, 


It will lie Over 


Was 


the Senator from Massachusetts shall hay 


| made his observation? 


Mr. NORTON. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


Yes, sir. 
I hope there can he » 


| objection to this proposition, which has becoy 


necessary from a recent incident. A medic, 
practitioner in Washington, Dr. Augusta, wh 
had served as a surgeon in the Army of th; 
United States, and was breveted as a lientey 
ant colonel—who had enjoyed office and hono: 
under the national Government—has been ey 
cluded from the Medical Society of the Disty; 


' of Columbia on that old reason so often ay) 


persistently urged, merely of color. It is try, 


| that Dr. Augusta is guilty of a skin which js, 


Mr. STOCKTON asked, and by unanimous | 


shade different from that prevailing in th, 
medical society, but nobody can impeach his 
character or his professional position. D[; 
Purvis, another practitioner, obnoxious on|) 


from the skin, was excluded at the same time, 


There is no doubt that this was accomplishe 


_by an organized effort, quickened by color 


phobia. 

This exclusion, besides its stigma on a race, 
is a practical injury to these gentlemen, and 
their patients also, who are thus shut out from 
valuable opportunities and advantages. By 
rule of the medical society ‘‘no member oj 
this association shall consult with or meet ina 


| professional way any resident practitioner o! 


the District who is nota member thereof afte: 
said practitioner shall have resided six months 
in said District.’’ Thus do members of t! 


| society constitute themselves a medical oi: 


| garchy. 


When asked to consult with Dr. A 
gusta, some of them have replied, ‘* We would 
like to consult with Dr, Augusta ; we believ 
him to be a good doctor; but he does : 
belong to our society, and therefore we mus’ 
decline ; but we will take charge of the cas 
and this has been sometimes done. Is not thi: 
a hardship? Should it be allowed to exist 
Details illustrate still further the character 
of this wrong. These colored practitioners ar 
licensed like members of the society, but this 
license does not give them the privilege 0! 
attending the meetings of the society wher 
medical and surgical subjects are discussed, an’ 
where peculiar and interesting cases with the: 


appropriate treatment are communicated for 


the benefit of the profession ; so that they are 
shut out from this interesting source of inform 
ation, which is like a constant education, ant 
also from the opportunity of submitting ( 
cases in their own practice. 

I confess, sir, that I cannot think of the met: 
ical profession at the national capital engage! 


| in this warfare on their colored brethren wit! 


out sentiments which it is difficult to restrai. 
Their conduct in its direct effect degrades 
long-suffering and deeply-injured race, but " 
also degrades hientelveh, Nobody can 4 
such a meanness without degradation. In my 


| opinion these white oligarchs ought to hav: 


| notice, and I give them notice now, that thi 


| Outrage shall not be allowed to continue wit 
out remedy if I can obtain it through Congres. 
| The time has passed for any such pretensi0!. 


;  ¥ he 
I hope, sir, there can be no objection to t8 
resolution. It ought to pass unanimous'y- 


| Who will array himself on the side of this 


wrong? : 
Mr. PATTERSON. I should like to ask the 


I ask if this consultation 
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» tween each other is not entirely optional with 
he medical profession, andif such a bill as the 
Senator desires were passed could these colored 
physicians consult with white physicians unless 
the latter chose? a 

“Mr. SUMNER. My object is to repeal the 
existing charter, and then charter a new society 
which shall be founded on republican prin- 
iples. 

; 4 fr. PATTERSON. That is, one which shall 
.ompel this consultation ? 

“Mr. SUMNER. One that shall receive col- 


ored people into its fraternity. 

Mr. PATTERSON. That I have no objec- 
tion to. : ‘ 7 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; that is the 


principle. 

* Mr. PATTERSON. The only point I wanted 
+ get at was this: consultation between sur- 
seons and physicians is a matter of option 
with the parties ; and if you repeal the charter 
of this organization can you then secure the 
consultation desired ? 

Mr. SUMNER. I think that we can. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Very well. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think that by the creation 
of a new society, from which those who now 
ostracise colored persons shall themselves be 
excluded if need be, we may bring about the 
desired result. Stage by stage has this great 
battle been fought. At the beginning colored 
people were excluded everywhere ; but already 
the rule of equal rights has obtained a succes- 
sion of victories. No person is now excluded 
from the cars or public conveyances on ac- 
count of color; nor is he excluded from 
giving his testimony in court, nor from appear- 
ing in courtascounselor. Heisnotexcluded 


from Congress, nor from office, and here in the | 


District at last he votes. But here in Wash- 
ington the medical profession, intrenching 
themselves in their society, raise again the old 
beaten standard of proscription. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I wish to say that I 
am heartily with the Senator in his purpose. 
[simply asked the question I propounded for 
uformation. It seemed to me the proposition 
would not meet the object he desired. 

Mr. SUMNER. If the Senator will be good 
enough to mention any proposition that will 
meet the point I shall welcome it. He will 
observe that my resolution is general in its 
character. It directs the committee to consider 
what legislation is necessary to bring about the 
desired result. [ do not mean to say in advance 
what that legislation may be. One proposition 
of gentlemen interested in the subject is to 
annul the charter of this society. I do not 
know that that will not be a sufficient remedy. 
Perhaps there may be something better. I 
want a remedy, and am indifferent to its form. 
But I shall be astonished if Congress is power- 
less to right this wrong. 

Mr. NORTON. WhenI made my objection 
I understood the resolution to direct the com- 
mittee to report a bill repealing the charter. 

Mr. SUMNER. No; simply to consider 
the subject. 

Mr. NORTON. If it is simply a direction 
to the committee to consider the matter I have 
no objection to its present consideration or to 
the committee acting on it; and then on their 
report the whole subject may be discussed. 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 

Mr. NORTON. My understanding of the 
resolution on hearing it read was that it directed 
the committee to report a bill repealing the 
charter of this medical association. 

rhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands the Senator from Minnesota to withdraw 
his objection. Is it renewed? It is not; and 
the resolution is before the Senate. 

Mr. THURMAN. I should like to have the 
resolution reported. 

The resolution was read. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 


Mr. ROBERTSON. I now move, on behatt | 


| taking what is called the test-oath. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


of the Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities, that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of bill No. 283. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the bill (S. No. 283) to remove polit- 
ical disabilities of certain persons therein 
named. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chairunder- 
stands the Senator from South Carolina to 
move to amend the bill by striking out the 
names of Charles C. Crowe and Alexander 
McKinstry, of Alabama, so that it will simply 
apply to Philemore B. Hawkins, of Franklin 
county, North Carolina, and C. R. Mobley, of 
Tampa, Florida. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORTON. I would inquire of my 
friend from South Carolina whether the bill 
goes far enough for his purpose. As I under- 
stand it, the bill removes the disability imposed 
by the fourteenth amendment, but not the dis- 
ability arising from the test-oath. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Indiana move an amendment? 

Mr. MORTON. I think one is necessary to 
carry out the purpose of the bill. I move to 
insert after ‘‘amendment’’ the words * of the 
Constitution, or by the laws of the United 
States.”’ 

Mr. NORTON. I wish to make a sugges- 
tion to the chairman of the committee. ‘he 
object, I understand, of the amendment is to 
relieve these persons from the necessity of 
Is that a 
disability from which they can be relieved by 
an act of this kind, or must you repeal the 
law? If the law remains in force is it com- 
petent to exempt them from the necessity of 
taking the oath? It is a question for the com- 
mittee to consider. 

Mr. WARNER. Ido not think this amend- 
ment is necessary, because there is a law 
already relieving persons from taking the test- 
oath whose disabilities have been removed by 
act of Congress. ‘They are allowed to take a 
modified oath. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Yes; 
prescribed for them to take. 

Mr. WARNER. I move to amend the bill 
by adding the name of ‘‘D. H. McCall, of 
Alabama.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Indiana, 
unless that shall be withdrawn. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I hope the bill will be 
yassed at once. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


there is an oath 


The law referred 


| to will be found on page 276 of the Manual, 


providing that whenever any person who par- 
ticipated in the late rebellion has had his legal 
disabilities removed by a vote of two thirds of 
each House and shall be elected or appointed 
to any office he shall take a modified oath, 
which is prescribed. That seems to cover the 
point suggested. 


Mr. WARNER. That meets the difficulty, 


| and therefore I hope the amendment will not 





prevail. 
Mr. ROBERTSON. 
sity for it. 
The VICE 
is on the 
Indiana. 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WARNER. I move to amend the bill 
by adding to it ‘‘and D. H. McCall, of Union 
Springs, Alabama.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as 
amended, andthe amendment was concurred 
in. The bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, and was read the third time. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Shall this bill 
pass, which by the Constitution requires a two- 
thirds vote. [Putting the question.] It ap- 
pears to have passed by a two-thirds vote. It 
has so passed. 


I do not see any neces- 


PRESIDENT. 


The question 
amendment of the 


Senator from 


47 


CLEARING 

Mr. THAYER. Mr. President, I move to 
reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
introduced by the Senator from Missouri [ Mr. 
DRAKE | passed the Senate yesterday, requiring 
the Sergeant-at-Arms to cause all persons not 
entitled to the floor to leave the Chamber ten 
minutes prior to the time of meeting. My 
reason is that by the enforcement of this reso 
lution we shall have an additional number of 
calls to leave the Chamber during the hours 
the body is in session, and we shall save some 
of those calls if we have an opportunity to meet 
persons in the Chamber during the ten minutes 
prior to the commencement of each day’s ses- 
sion. I see no objection to persons being per 
mitted to remain in this Chamber till the time 
of the meeting of the Senate; or at any rate, 
if it is necessary to fix any time prior to the 
hour of meeting when they should leave, three 
or four minutes would be ample. ‘There are 
constituents here almost every day of different 
Senators, who come to the Capitol at that time 
in order to call on their Senators. I prefer 
that they should have that privilege ; but as | 
have said, if any time is necessary to be fixed 
let the Sergeant-at-Arms announce four min- 
utes before the hand of the clock reaches the 
hour of twelve, ‘‘all persons not entitled to the 
privilege of the floor are requested to leave,’’ 
and we shall be free from all annoyance just as 
well as if you fix ten minutes. — 

Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, I regret that 
the Senator from Nebraska should have con 
sidered it necessary for him to move a recon- 
sideration of this order. I think there is good 
reason for the adoption of some regulation on 
this subject. It seemed to me that ten minutes 
was a proper time, but I would not object to 
putting it at five minutes. Thething that I do 
object to is that when I come to the Senate 
Chamber here before the time of meeting I 
have to elbow my way through a crowd of peo- 
ple, gathered in the Senate Chamber, to get to 
my desk. If I wish to sit down at my desk 
probably there is somebody occupying my seat, 
or if I wish to examine any papers there, or 
to read any document or any letter, I have 
half a dozen standing behind my back, or if | 
wish to talk with one person there are half a 
dozen within hearing distance of me. I do 
not think, Mr. President, that this is a proper 
condition of things to existin the Chamber of 
the Senate of the United States. I do not 
think that Senators, when they come to their 
places here daily, should be obliged to force 
their way through a crowd of men standing 


rH FLOOR 


| here on no business whatever, nine out of ten 


of them. Why cannot the constituents of 


| Senators go to their rooms to see them, or go 


to the ante-rooms of the Senate and send in for 
them, not stand here waylaying them at the 
doors of the Senate Chamber ? 

Mr. President, [ really hope that the Senate 
will not reconsider this resolution with any 
purpose of its ultimate defeat. I think there 
are good reasons for it. I have no objection 
to the time being shortened five minutes if that 
would be gratifying to the Senators, but I 
really do hope that they will not altogether 
defeat this resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Nebraska, 
to reconsider the vote adopting the resolution 
referred to. 

Mr. THAYER. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken resulted—yeas 26, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, 
Chandler, Cole, Corbett, Cragin, Ferry, (Gilbert, 
Hamilton, Howe, McCreery, Morton, Pomeroy, 
Ramsey, Rice, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Scott, Sherman, 
Sprague, Thayer, Trumbull, Warner, Willey, and 
W illiams—26, 

NAYS—Messrs, Abbott, Bayard, Boreman, Brown 
low, Casserly, Davis, Drake, Edmunds, Fowler, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, Kellogg, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Norton, Osborn, Pratt, Koss, 
Schurz, Stewart, Stockton, Thurman, Tipton, Vick- 
ers, and Wilson—26. ; . ‘ 

ABSENT—Messrs. Cameron, Carpenter, Conkling, 


I ask for the yeas and 


Buckingham, Cattell, 





ee 
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Venton, Howard, MeDonald, Nye, Patterson, Pool, || mecting. I donot think wecan shut the doors || any of the Departments relating to the action wy read | 
Nobertson, Spencer, Sumner, and Yates—l4. at a certain time prior to the hour when we a seen Se Dy see sees oe Virginia under { rior 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The yeas are 26 || meet here, and say, at least in effect, that this || of Virginia, Mississippi, and amen 'to coeaeer to tal 
ind the nays 26. ‘The Senate being equally || Chamber is too sacred for the people to enter | people, and authorizing the election of State ofj Th 
divided the Chair votes in the affirmative. The || it. Let them come here and mingle with the provided by the said constitutions and membe; yy 
; S . . qr : Vongress, approved April 10, 1869, 
motion to reconsider is agreed to, and the | Senators. My friend from Rhode Island [Mr. Exec 
question is on the adoption of the resolution. || Spracve] suggests to me that it would be well to PRODUCTION OF COTTON, a 
is the Senate ready for the question ? let them stay and hear the prayer. [{ Laughter. ] The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secret, of th 
Mr. DRAKE. J supposed that the honor- || Perhaps it would do them good. But you can || will now report the title of the first bill oy, ; prese 
able Senator from Nebraska when he movedto , accomplish the purpose desired by fixing three || Calendar. - : a 
reconsider this resolution and spoke of a | minutes. For instance, the Sergeant-at-Arms TheSecretary. A bill (S. No. 20) toenen oe Ei 
shorter time would certainly move to amend it || can announce from his place, ‘‘all persons are | age the production of cotton in the Uni: ende 
so as to make it a shorter time; but does he | requested to leave the Chamber who are not || States. LF we 
want to have it fail altogether’? entitled to the floor,’’ and in less than three Mr. SHERMAN. I move that that }) sid 
Mr. THAYER. I should be entirely satis- || minutes every one will have left the Chamber. || referred to the Committee on Agriculture. any 
fied to have it failaltogether. Ihave noobjec- || 1 am willing to have the resolution in that | has never been referred, I believe, ag yet an 
tion, though, to hearing the proposition of the || way. Mr. WILLIAMS. Did we not consider ie a 
Senator for a shorter time. Mr. TIPTON. I move to amend the res- in the Committee on l’inance? +e 
Mr. DRAKE. 1 do not wish to have this || olution by striking out ‘*ten’’ and inserting Mr. SHERMAN. Iam reminded that; rust 
resolution entirely lost. I wish, for one, to || ‘ five’’ minutes. Committee on [Finance considered a })jj} ni 
be rid if I can of the annoyance of that mis- | The amendment was agreed to. similar character, but according to the Cale, “ 
cellaneous crowd of a hundred men that col- The resolution, as amended, was adopted; dar this bill has not been considered hy a1 “y 
lects here every day just before the meeting of || there being, on a division—ayes 380, noes 18. committee. I therefore move its referen thi 
the Senate, hanging around the desks of Sen- BILLS’ RECOWMITTED. the Committee on Agriculture. the | 
ators, looking at documents on their tables, = Pay Tae: us ae aed E Mr. WILLIAMS. That is proper. es 
looking over their shoulders, and hearing their rhe VICE PRESIDENT. The next busi- The motion was agreed to. port 
conversation. If reducing the time to five min- || ness in order is the Calendar. The first bill er oo 
utes will commend this resolution to the Senate | on the Calendar is Senate bill No. 20, to ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY PM 
yenerally any more I am willing to reduce it, || encourage the production of cotton in the Mr. HOWARD. I move that when the Se ae 
so that we may get the Senate Chamber clear || United States. _ ; ate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on \M , “Yi 
of those who do not belong here, and have |} . Mr. WILSON, Before we proceed to con- || day next. M 
no privilege Were, before the time arrives for | sider that bill I desire to clear the Calendar Mr. CONKLING. It seems to me that ¢! I do 
the Senators to come into the Senate Cham- || of certain bills, by taking them up and recom- | motion of the honorable Senator from Mj M 
ber. But, sir, if nobody makes a proposition || mitting them. 1 move to take up the joint | ijgan suggests the question whether we ar oni’ 
to amend the resolution in that respect, I do || resolution (S. R. No. 23) for setting apart a | do anything practically before the holidays, oy 
not feel a desire myself to make the proposi- || portion of the lort Snelling military reserva- | If we are, I do not see why we should not p: stat 
tion; but I do not wish to see the resolution | tion for a permanent military post, and the | ceed todo it. There is on the table, for ex, oa 
lost. _ settlement of all claims in relation thereto. ple, a bill which came this morning from feel 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator || The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator | Judiciary Committee which is all in print or 
from Missouri, the resolution being in the || from Massachusetts, pending the considera- ready for action, and it relates to a subj dete 
original shape that it was before the Senate || tion of the Calendar, moves to take from the | deemed important. If we are to act upo the 
agreed to it, has the power to modify it him- || Calendar the joint resolution mentioned by next week, for example, I do not see why) he 
elf upon his own motion, and the Chairunder- || him for the purpose of recommitting it. If should not take it up to-morrow or next \ lam 
stands that he modifies it by inserting five || there be no objection the joint resolution will | It is a most auspicious time to consider any] the 
minutes. be considered as before the Senate. which it is desirable soon to consider, bi M 
Mr. DRAKE. No, sir; Ido not. I will || Mr. WILSON. I now move that it be — the table is not incumbered with other | M 
not modify it myself. If any other Senator || recommitted to the Committee on Military | ness. Therefore I suggest to Senators | enti 
desires to reduce the time from ten to five min- | Affairs. ' before we adjourn over from now until M N 
utes, and that will conciliate the judgment of | The motion was agreed to. day they had better determine in their ow bill 
the Senate, | shall not make serious objection Mr. WILSON. I now moveto take upSen- minds whether we are or are not to mak: one 
to it; but I will not make the proposition || ate joint resolution No. 40, for the same pur- serious effort to do anything before the h I th 
myself. || pose. days. If we are, we ought to begin ; if we a of | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution || The motion was agreed to; and the Senate | not, so be it. aaah, a eid et! eve 
is before the Senate. || proceeded to consider the joint resolution (S. The VICE PRESIDENT. The question nov 
Mr. THAYER. The Senator from Missouri || 1. No. 40) authorizing the Secretary of Wa on the motion of the Senator from Michigan. 
stated in his former remarks that these persons || to take charge of the Gettysburg and Antietam _The question being put, there were, o 
go into the antechamber and send in their || National Cemeteries. division—ayes 24, noes 19, } 
cards to Senators and call them out of the Mr. WILSON. I move that the joint reso- Mr. CONKLING. Task for the yeas an ons 
Chamber. That to me is more objectionable || lution be recommitted to the Committee on | nays. sie ” 
than the presence of strangers during the few || Military Affairs. Phe yeas and nays were ordered ; and bei 3 
minutes prior to the hour of meeting. One || The motion was agreed to, taken, resulted—yeas 29, nays 24; as follow tn 
ot the reasons which induced me to make the | Mr. WILSON. Inowmovetotake up Sen- YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Boreman, C oo 
motion to reconsider was to avoid being called || ate joint resolution No. 10, with a view to CO ta eeticad' eels sypandler, t 
out in that way. : | submit the same motion. Meretry,Osborn, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Ross, Sa 
Now,] have observed this: almost every morn- || The motion was agreed to; and the Senate | bury, Sawyer, Scott, Sumner, Thayer, Thurma 
ing there are strangers here, not the same per- || proceeded to consider the joint resolution (S. | Tipton smd Vickers ay ke , 
sons who were here the previous day, at least to || kk. No. 10) directing the Secretary of War to || ham, Conkling, Corbett, Edmunds, Ferry, Gill: hy 
a great extent. There may be some who make sell Bergen Heights arsenal. Hovian, Kellogg, Morrill of seein, aa I S y 
it a business to come here; but there are vis- | Mr. WILSON. I moveitsrecommitmnentto | Man, Sprague’ Stewart, Trumbull, Warner, Wil ay 
‘tors in the city from every State in the Union || the Committee on Military Affairs. Williams, and Wilson—24. : “F 
every day that we meet, and they come here | The motion was agreed to. _ ABSENT— Messrs. Drake, Fenton, Fowl: r. ila 
and call on their own Senators, which is all | ed i Snes lin, oe: aa aa ee Pool, >I 
right and proper according to’ my view; and BEBUUTIVE COMMUNAUATIONS, | OO ee ren s dt 
they frequently desire to be introduced to |} The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the || So the motion was agreed to. re 
other Senators, and take that occasion to have || Senate a message from the President of the | SERVICES IN INSURRECTIONARY STAZES. Vv. 
their wishes gratified. What harm is there in United States, communicating, in compliance Mr. SHERMAN. There is alittle bill—Sen- th 
that? Suppose we are subjected to a little with a resolution of the Senate of the 6th in- || ate pill No. 21—upon which I should like to to 
inconvenience ; suppose my friend from Mis- || stant, reports of the military commander of the || have the action of the Senate, reported by the 
souri is obliged to elbow his way through a || district of which Georgia is a part, in regard || Committee on Finance at the close of the las' 
crowd, what of it? Who are they but the || to the political and civil condition of that State; || session. I move that the Senate proceed to 
people, our masters? They have the right to || which was referred to the Committee on the || j¢, consideration. “ 
come into this Chamber as well as we, and we || Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. | The Secretary read the title of the bill, 2 be 
pe — ae etree Cae han STATE OF VIRGINIA. | follows: A bill (S. No. 21) authorizing pay: th 
of comin Sen he . i aiadeaill .T 
ingaboutifthey choose fora few minatesdetoro | Mt. TRUMBULL submitted the following | méat te be made for centain serviosrendssc! 
the time of meeting. I think I have liberality resolution; which was considered by unani- || ¢ 
enowsh * : : hain mous consent, and agreed to : States. 7 } 
ugh in me to submit to any inconvenience, ’ It had better be read in u 


if it is that which may arise from that source, 
during the ten minutes prior to the time of 


Resolved, That the President be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate, if not incompatible with the 
public interest, all information in his possession orin 








Mr. SHERMAN, 
full. * 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
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read at length for the information of the Senate 
prior to the question being put on the motion 


to take it up. ; 
* The Secretary read as follows: 
Be it enacted, &e., That the heads of the several 
pyecutive Departments be, and they are hereby, 
horized to allow, and there shall be paid from 
any proper appropriation, to officers and employés 
“+ the United States who failed to take the oath 
~eaeribed by the act approved July 2, 1862, such 
= or sums of money as may be found due to them, 
-peetively, by the accounting officers of the Treas- 
ry Department for the services heretofore actually 
ondered, at the rates srescribed by law or the regu- 
tions of the proper Department: Provided, That 
before any such compensation shall be allowed or 
id it shall be made to appear that said oath was 
uiy taken after the rendition of such services, or 
he person claiming the same shall subseribe and 
ike, before some competent officer, and file, with 
« account, the oath or affirmation prescribed by 
act requiring an oath of allegiance and to sup 
port tae Constitution of the United States, approved 
‘\ngust 6, 1861; and if any person entitled to com 
; ‘ion under this act shall have died before the 
we thereof such oath or affirmation may be 
} 


Mr. SHERMAN. A bill similar to this has, 
| think, twice passed the Senate. I will state 
the precise facts of the case. Under the law 
of 1864 certain assessors were appointed in the 
southern States, but could not take the oath 
prescribed by law. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SUMNER. It is an old customer, and 
I do not think we ought to act upon it now. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope it will never pass 
again if it has passed twice. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state, before the debate commences, as this is 
the opening of the session, that the eleventh rule 
declares that ‘‘ motions to take up or proceed 
to the consideration of any question shall be 
determined without debate upon the merits of 
the question proposed to be considered ;’’ and 


Is this bill before the 


the Chair understands it to be the wish of the , 


Senate that the Chair should hold strictly to 
the rules. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 

Mr. POMEROY. [hope that rule will be 
enforced. It never has been heretofore. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I moved to take up the 
bill at the request of a Senator representing 
one of the States in which these parties live. 
| think it ought to be acted upon, and I know 
of no better time than the present. If, how- 
ever, the Senate is disinclined to act upon it 
now I have no disposition to press it. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in executive session, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


Yes, sir. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 9, 1869. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Butter. 
The Journal of yesterday was read 
approved. 
RECONSTRUCTION OF GEORGIA. 
Mr. SHANKS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 464) to perfect the 
reconstruction of the State of Georgia; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee on Reconstruction, and ordered 
to be printed. 





and 


CHARLES L. GREEN, UNITED STATES NAVY. 

Mr. SCOFIELD, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution: 
tesolved, That the President of the United States 
requested to furnish this House with a copy of 
the charges, testimony, findings, and sentence in the 
trial by court-martial of Passed Assistant Surgeon 
Charles L. Green, United Statss Navy. 

The SPEAKER. This being a call for exec- 
utive information, unanimous consent is neces- 
sary for its consideration on this day. 


41st Cone. 2p Sess.—No. 4. 
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There being no objection, the resolution was 

cousidered, and agreed to. 
ADDITIONS TO FREE LIST. 

Mr. STEVENSON, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 465) to place 
some articles of common use upon the list of 
free imports; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

CLAIMS TO PATENT RIGHTS. 

Mr. STEVENSON also, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 466) to 
provide for the settlement of conflicting claims 
to patent rights; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Patents, and ordered to be printed. 


ADDITIONAL BOUNTIES. 


Mr. MERCUR, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H.R. No. 467) to repeal the fourth 
section of the act of March 3, 1869, entitled 
‘*An act in relation to additional bounties, 
and for other purposes,’’ which prohibits the 
filing of claims for additional bounties since 
the 80th of November last; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

GOLD FLUCTUATIONS. 

Mr. FOX. lLask unanimous consent to sub- 
mit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a special committee of five mem- 
bers be appointed by the Speaker to investigate the 
causes that led to the unusual and extraordinary 
fluctuations in the gold market of the city of New 
York, from the 21st to the 26th of September, 1869, 
and especially to inquire if the President, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, or any officer of the Gov- 
ernment Was In any mInanner interested in causmg 
said fluctuation. That the said special committee 
be appointed immediately, report at its earliest con 
venience, and be empowered to send for persons and 
papers. 


Mr. MeCARTHY. I object. 
Mr. FOX. I give notice that I shali introduce 
the resolution as soon as I can do so in order. 


MIDDLE NEW YORK JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 


Mr. CHURCHILL, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 468) to create and 
establish an additional judicial district, to be 
called the middle district of New York, and to 
make further provision in relation to the courts 
of the United States in said State; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


OSWEGO ITARBOR, NEW YORK. 


Mr. CHURCHILL, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to transmit for the information of this House any 
reports or documents in the possession of the War 
Department, and not embodied in his annual report, 
which relate to the public works and improvements 
in the harbor of Oswego, New York. 

JAMES If. PLATT, JR. 

Mr. PAINE. I present the credentials of 
James H. Platt, jr., claiming to represent the 
second congressional district of Virginia, and 
ask that they be referred to the Committee of 
Elections. 

The SPEAKER. The credentials will be 
so referred under the general order of the 
House. 

BRIDGE OVER WILLAMETTE RIVER. 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 469) giving 
the consent of the United States to the erection 
of a bridge across the Willamette river, in 
Oregon, from the city of Portland to the east 
bank of said river; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, 


AMENDMENT OF PENSION LAWS 


Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I ask unanimous 
consent to submit a resolution, which | will 


' send to the Clerk’s desk to be read. 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


| seventh Michigan cavalry, 
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be instructed to inquire into the propriety of amend 
ing the pension-list, making it the duty of agents 
for the payment of pensions to prepare the vouch 
ers for all pensioners and transmit them to the post 
oflice address of the pensioner prior to euch semi 
annual payment, and fix the expense of same, and 
report by bill or otherwise. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
adopted. 


ADDITIONAL POST ROUTE IN INDIANA, 


Mr. KERR, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 470) to establish an 
additional post route in Indiana; which wa 
read a first and second time, ana referred tv 
the Committee on the Post Office and Px 
Roads. 


FIFTEENTH CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 
Mr. VAN TRUMP presented a joint reso 


lution of the Legislature of the State of Ohio, 
rejecting the proposed fifteenth constitutional! 
amendment. 

The resolution was referred to the Commit 
tee on the Judiciary. 


LANSING AND SAGINAW RAILROAD 


Mr. BLAIR, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 471) to enable the Jack 
son, Lansing and Saginaw Railway Company 
to change the northern terminus of its road 
from ‘Traverse bay to the straits of Mackinaw ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

PATAPSCO RIVER. 

Mr. SWANN, by unanimous consent, sub 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed 
to communicate to this House any information in 
the possession of that Department in reference to 
the present condition and improvement of the Pa 
tapseo river; in the location, widening, and deepen 
ing of the channel of said river; what appropria 
tions have been expended by the United States in 
connection with the State of Maryland in the pros 
ecution of said work; and what remains to be done 
and the amount needed to complete the same; to 
gether with any information which may be in bi 
possession as to the importance of a free and un 
obstructed aecess from the harbor of Baltimore to 
the Chesapeake bay. 

DAVID SERGEANT. 


Mr. STOUGHTON, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 472) for the reliet 
of David Sergeant, late captain company H, 

United States vol 
unteers; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs. 

MARGARET FREEMAN. 


Mr. LOUGHRIDGE, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill (H. RK. No. 473) to grant 
a pension to Margaret Freeman; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


ARTIFICIAL LIMBS FOR SOLDIERS. 
Mr. LOUGHRIDGE also, by unanimou: 


consent, introduced a bill (H. Rt. No. 474) to 
provide for the supply of artificial limbs to 
soldiers; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

BOUNTY CLAIMS. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE also, by unanimous 
consent, introduced a bill (H.R. No. 475) toex- 
tend the time for the presentation of claims for 
additional bounty under the act of July 28, 1866; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pension 

LAND OFFICE REPORT. 

Mr. BINGHAM, by unanimous consent, 

submitted the following resolution; which 


was read, and referred to the Committee o1 
Printing : 


Be it resolved, That the Congressional Prints ; 
and he is hereby, authorized to cause to be printed 
for the use of the House of Kepresentatiy thre 
thousand copies of the report in fullof the Comu 
sioner of the General Land Office for the 5 eur | 
withthe accompanying map |, in addition there 

ut by sasrd Com 


to, two thoueand copies f 


missioner: also for distribution through the Btate 








dU 


Department a condensed edition of said report con 
taining all the items of genera! interest,with accoin- 
panying corrected map of the United States and 
lerritories, showing the progress of public survey: 
and the topographical features of the country, as 
follows, namely; in German three thousand copies; 
in French, one thousand copies, and in Swedish one 
thousand copies. 

MKS. 


MARGARET BONNAFFON,. 


Mr. PROSSER, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. Kt. No. 476) for the relief 
of Mrs. Margaret Bonnaffon, mother of the late 
Lieutenant A. B. Bonnaffon; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


ISSUK OF LEGAL-TENDER NOTES. 
INGERSOLL. 


Mr. I ask leave to intro- 


duce a billauthorizing an additional issue of | 


legal-tender notes tothe amount of $44,000,000, 


and for other purposes, and that it be referred || 


to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I shall object 
unless the bill is to be referred to the Com- 
initteeon Banking and Currency. We may as 
well make that point now as ever. 

Mr. ALLISON, 
bill read. 

Mr. JUDD. I rise to a question of order. 
{| desire the ruling of the Chair upon the con- 
tents of that bill, whether under the rule organ- 


I should like to hear the | 


izing the Committee on Banking and Currency | 


it does not necessarily go to that committee ? 

The SPEAKER. 
over the House in its votes referring bills. A 
bill in relation to legal-tender notes may be 
sent to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds if the House chooses. If the Chair 
were to give his view as to the applicability of 
the rule it would be that the bill would prop- 
erly go to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency, but it is not within the province of the | 
Chair to make that ruling. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. If this is to occasion 
debate I desire to withdraw the subject from 
consideration at the present time. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman proposes | 
to withdraw the bill. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
stand, the motion to refer pending. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman would not 
in that way reach his object so soon as to with- 
draw his bill at present and introduce it again 
at some other time. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Very well; I will with- 
draw the bill. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I now insist upon 
the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER, The first business in order 
is the call of committees for reports, unless a 
motion be made to go into Committee of the 
Whole and proceed to the consideration of the 
special order. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that the 
House now resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole. 


The wotion was agreed to. 1] 


NINTH CENSUS. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Dawes in the chair, ) and resumed 


vide for taking the ninth census of the United 
States, and to fix the number of the members | 
of the House of Representatives and to provide 
for their future apportionment among the sev- 
eral States. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee 
rose yesterday it was dividing upon the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Oregon, [Mr. 
Saura.| The Clerk will report the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Before the Clerk pro- 
ceeds I ask unanimous consent of the com- 
mittee to allow me to move 

The CHAIRMAN. 





question. 


No, sir; let the bill || 





( RM Nothing is in order || 
pending the division of the committee upon a || to do anything of that kind. 


The Chair has no power || 


Mr. SCOFIELD. I suppose I may be in 
order by unanimous consent of the committee ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Therecan be no unan- 
imous consent in Committee of the Whole. 
The committee will first complete the division 
upon the amendment of the gentleman from 
Oregon. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Amend section four of the bill by inserting after 
the word “inhabitants,” in line six, the words 
“except Indians residing on reservations,” so that 
portion of the section will read ** district superin- 
tendent of the census, whose duty itshall be to cause 
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all the inhabitants, except Indians residing on reser- | 


re, 


vations, to be enumerated,” 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Before the ques: | 


tion is taken I desire to ask the gentleman trom 


Oregon [Mr. Samiru] if he will not modify his | 


amendment? 

TheCHAIRMAN., Isthere objection to the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GarrieLp] pro- 
ceeding at this time? 

Mr. SCOFIELD. We cannot have unani- 
mous consent in Committee of the Whole; 
that has just been decided. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 





Mr. SCOFIELD. 
to order. 


The question being taken onthe amendment | 
of Mr. Smiru, of Oregon, there were—ayes 38, | 


noes 92, 
So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. 
section four by inserting after the word ‘‘part’’ 
in line fourteen the words ‘‘or one for such 
city and one for the remaining portion of such 
districts ;’’ so that the proviso of the section 


|| will read as follows: 
Provided, That in any city which forms the whole | 


I move to amend | 


I desire to ask | 

the gentleman from Oregon whether he will | 
' not modify his amendment 
I must call the gentleman | 





or a part of two or more congressional districts the | 


Secretary of the Interior may, if in his judgment 


the efliciency of the service will thereby be pro- | 


moted, appoint one district superintendent for such 


city and for the whole territory of the congressional | 
districts of which such city forms a part, or one for | 


such city and one for the remaining portion of such 
districts, instead of one for each congressional dis- 
trict, &e. 

Mr. Chairman, I think the section as it now 
stands would be found impracticable to some 
extent. ‘Take, for instance, my own district, 


| which consists of a small portion of the city of 


| country district. 


St. Louis and eight counties outside, extending 


for a distance of some one hundred and fifty | 
miles into the interior of the State of Missouri. | 


| Now, under the section as it stands one super- 


intendent would have to take the census for the | 


entire city of St. Louis and also for this vast 
Yet it is apparent, from the 
text of the bill, that the committee desired to 


| separate the labor of taking the census in large 
| cities from that of taking it in the country dis- 
| tricts for reasons which are obvious to all, the 


nature of the work being somewhat different. 
I have offered this amendment so that the Sec- 
retary of the Interior in cases like the one I 


have mentioned may appoint a superintendent | 
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cases to consolidate the districts, but w] 

country district is as large as it isin my Own 

it only gives him permission to separate it. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. [ trust that ¢] 

amendment will not prevail. wy 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. SCOFIELD. I move to amend 4 
section by striking out all after the word «4:. 
trict’’ in the fifteenth line, and I ask the (1... 
to read the words I propose to strike oy). 

The Clerk read as follows: 


And a reasonable allowance for clerk hire » 
be made to any district superintendent, the am 
whereof shall be determined by the Secretary oy ;), 
Interior, whenever, in his judgment, the neces.:,.. 
of the service shall require it. on 


Mr. SCOFIELD. Mr. Chairman, | wig), , 
call the attention of the committee to the ya» 
large amount of increased expense which y 
be entailed upon the country by this bill oy. 
the amount paid in 1850 and 1860. This 
provides for about two hundred and fifty supe, 
intendents. ‘They are to have nothing to 
except to appoint enumerators, receive the) 
reports, and send them on tothe Census Bureay 
That is all, sir. Bythe terms of this bill; 
are to have eight dollars a day, and they my 
be employed in this way, according to thig ))i\| 
about seven months. The gentleman from ()}, 
says that the bill should be passed before t) 
Christmas holidays, and the Superintendent , 
the Census must be appointed within ten dy 
and the district superintendents within thir: 
days after that; which will make their appoin; 
ment come about the first of February. 


ere the 


| census is to be taken on or before the lst 


July, and these men are to get up their wor 
within sixty days after that, making two huy 
dred and ten days—call it two hundred days— 
which at eight dollarsaday makes $1,600 api: 
totwo hundred and fifty superintendents, in a! 
$400,000. lor what? Tor appointing enumer 
ators, distributing blanks, receiving the returns, 
and sending them on to Washington. Wh 
the census of 1850 was taken the whole ex 
pense of the duty performed at that time 
the marshals of the United States was $34.00) 
And in 1860 it cost not very much mor 
than forty thousand dollars. Now, here is 
solid item for this comparatively trifling duty 
as far as time and labor are concerned, o! 
And then it is provided that they 
men shall have clerks. Of course every ma: 
of them will have a clerk if in any way he ¢ 
get one. ‘This army of two hundred and fi! 
men as soon as they are sworn in will « 
have aclerk. If one superintendent get 

all will. Now, the marshals in 1850 and | 


| had territories some eight times larger ths 


are provided for here. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 
Here the committee rose informally; av 


the Speaker having resumed the chair, a m 
sage trom the Senate, by Mr. Gornaw, its S 


retary, announced that the Senate had passe: 


for such cities ard another superintendent for || 


the country districts, thereby separating the 
work at his discretion. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope that this 


/ amendment will not prevail, as in the form 


J || proposed it will work very badly indeed. Sup- 
the consideration of House bill No. 424, to pro- || 


pose that there are a few townships lying on 


the outside of the city of Cincinnati, and in- | 


cluded within the same congressional district. 


In such a case a superintendent would be re- | 


quired for the city, and another for the few 
townships, or perhaps half of a county outside. 
By the bill the whole matter is left to the dis- 


this matter can be very well arranged by him 
in his discretion without tying him up in the 
law to what might be an absurdity in its exe- 
cution, 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. The. gentleman 
from Ohio evidently misunderstands the char- 
acter of my amendment. It does not propose 
It leaves the 


‘| Secretary of the Interior the discretion in such 


|| cretion of the Secretary of the Interior, and | 


| 


| 


without amendment, the bill of the House 
R. No. 331) to relieve certain persons ther 
named from the political and general disabi: 
ities imposed by the fourteenth constitutions 
amendment of the United States, and for ot) 
purposes. 

NINTH CENSUS. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state 
the Union resumed its session. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. When the committee ros 
I was saying that the marshal who had a grea 
deal more labor to perform under the census 
of 1850 and 1860 was not allowed aclerk unies 
the whole amount of his pay was less than fiv 
hundred dollars. But here every man is | 
have $1,600 and to have a clerk in addition 
i mare to strike out the paragraph as to cie! 

ire. 

Mr. ALLISON. I think the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Scor1e.p] is entirely mis 
taken as to the duties of these district supe! 
intendents. If he will examine the provisions 
of this bill carefully he will observe that a great 
variety of duties is imposed upon these dis 
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It is made the daty of 
such superintendent to transmit the blanks 
il the enumerators of his district, to receive 
-. returns and carefully compare them and 
artain whether they are in accordance with 

‘ provisions of this bill. 
= Mr. SC¢ )FIELD. Compare them with what? 
rhe CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 


vield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. 


rintendents. 





SCOFIELD ? | 
~ Mr, ALLISON. I yield for a question. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I enumerated all the 

duties except that I did not say that a com- 
narison had to be made with anything. What 
are the returns to be compared with? 
~ Mr, ALLISON. I will answer that question. 
It is his duty to see whether the enumerator 
has carefully filled up these schedules or pro- 
cured their being filled up in accordance with 
the provisions of thelaw. It is made his addi- 
tional duty to make a copy of every schedule 
fr which we have provided in this bill and 
transmit such copy to the Superintendent of 
the Census. Itis the duty of the district su- 
nerintendent to make a copy of every schedule 
in his district. I do not see how that can be 
lone except by means of reasonable clerk hire, 
which of course will only last during the sixty 
days which the enumerators are employed. It 
sa question whether the copies shall be made 
in the offices of the district superintendents or 
whether they shall be made by the enumerators 
at a cost of four dollarsaday. Clerk hire can 
be‘secured in most of the districts at the rate 
if fifty or sixty dollars a month, and it can be 
done in a much better manner than it can be 
done by the enumerator. 

Mr. WELKER. Will my colleague state 
the reason why those copies must be made? 

Mr. ALLISON. Ican only say that it is in 
accordance with the precedent in the census 
bills of 1850 and 1860. The law required that 
there should be three copies ; one preserved in 
the office of the Secretary of the Interior, an- 
other in the office of the Secretary of State, and 
another retained in the several States of the 
Union. We have, for the purpose of econo- 
mizing, provided in this bill that only one copy 
shall be forwarded to the Superintendent of the 
Census. Does the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr. Scorte.p] orthe gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. WELKER] propose that we shall have but 
onecopy ofthese schedules? Iwould ask them 
how they can provide for substitution in case of 
loss in the mails or by any other accidental 
cause? We have provided in this bill for only 
asingle copy, and the great expense which the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania { Mr. Scorretp] 
sees in this particular provision will not amount 
to more than $50,000 or $60,000. I believe it 
is the most useful and economical expenditure 
that is provided for in the bill. 

The gentleman is entirely mistaken as to the 
cost of taking the census of 1860. It cost in 
all over six million dollars. I do not believe 
that the total cost provided for in this bill will 
be greater than the cost of taking the census of 
1860, taking into account the increase of the 
population and wealth of this nation and the 
increased cost of this class of labor. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I believe that this is an 
economical expense. It is under the supervision 
and direction of the Secretary of the Interior, 
and it is carefully provided that these clerks 
shall be employed only when, in the judgment 
of the Secretary of the Interior, they may be 
necessary. I undertake to say that no district 
superintendent can discharge the high duties 
provided for by this bill without the assistance 
of clerical labor, and perhaps a large amount 
ofit. I hope that this provision of the bill, at 
least, will not be stricken out. I know how 
economical my friend is; but I trust he will 
attack some other provision of this bill which 
may not be quite so essential as the provision 
tor clerk hire. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
to amend the amendment of the gentleman 
trom Pennsylvania [Mr. Scorie.p] by strik- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ing out the last two words, for the purpose of 
bringing to the attention of the committee 

The CHAIRMAN. That is not necessary, 
as the committee is not now acting under the 
five-minute rule. The gentleman is entitled to 
the floor for an hour if he desires i*. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Iam sure 
L will not address the committee for one sixth 
of that time, if 1 do for one twelith. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair makes this 
statement now so that members may under- 
stand under what rule they are now acting. 

Mr. BUTLER, otf Massachusetts. I desire 
simply to call the attention of the committee 





| at this early stage to what I think is the radi- 


eal defect of the system here proposed for 
taking the census in regard to the economy of 
doing that work. It provides for an entire 
new set of officers all over the country, and 
for a redistricting of the country for that pur- 
pose. It provides that the under officers shall 
receive four dollars a day, and the upper ofli- 
cers eight dollars a day; but there is no pro- 
vision for traveling or other expenses. There- 
fore it will be for the interest of the oflicers to 
do as little work as possible for their money to 
make it last as long as they can. Now, in fact, 
we have a system of officers, on salaries with 
clerks and with an organization, who eau do 
this work; and not only that, but the States 
are already distrieted. 

For the first time in the history of the coun- 
try has a census been taken under an internal 
revenue system. We have in every congres- 
sional district an assessor of internal revenue, 
who by this time ought to know every man in 
every house in his district, and who can be set 
to work bya flash of the telegraph. And these 
officers have not any too much to do now. 
They can readily give us all these statistics, 
most of which they ought nowto have. And 
they ought to have the means of correcting 
most of the statistics that are to be embraced 
in this census. All the material statistics re- 
lating to the wealth of the country these ofhi- 
cers already have the means of correcting. 
Hence this enormous expense proposed to be 
incurred in taking the census, only a single 
item of which expense my friend from Penn- 
sylvania[ Mr. Scor1eLp] has touched upon can 
be saved. 

A friend behind me asks, sotto voce, whether 
we should not have to give these assessors and 
other officers additional pay. 1 answer no; 
we can impose upon these oflicers such addi- 
tional duties as we please, and any of them 
who do not want to perform these duties can 
resign, and we can put others in their places 
to very great advantage. 

Two objections are made to this proposition 
to employ the internal revenue officers in the 
taking of this census. The first objection has 
been heretofore stated by the gentleman from 
Ohio, who has charge of this bill. It is that 
the people look upon the assessors as tax- 


| gatherers, and for thatreason might keep back 


information. I do not appreciate the force of 


| that suggestion; because all the information 


whichis asked must be given, and anybody who 
is soignorant as not to know that itis necessary 
to give correct answers for the use of the 
Census Bureau will look upon an officer of the 
Census Bureau precisely as he would upon a 
tax-gatherer. Any personof ordinary intelli- 
gence will answer one officer as well as the 
other. 

The other objection is that the Internal Reve- 
nue Bureau does not want its officers mixed up 
with this business. To that I answer that this 
is appropriate business for that branch of the 


Government, because it will give the officers of 


| that bureau the information which they ought 


to have for the purpose of carrying out the 
duties already imposed upon them; and the 


| information which they obtain in the transac- 


| move | 


! 


| may obtain in taking the census. 


tion of their other duties will give them the 
means of correcting theinformation which they 
Now, why 
should we not take advantage of this organ- 


dl 


ization already in existence, this districting 
already made, this working machine already 
going on in a way which shows that the officers 
are acting faithfully and elliciently ? 

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I have merely syne 
gested this amendment in order to give notic« 
to the committee that when we come to the 
proper place in the bill, or at some time during 
its pendency, I shall ask the House to conside: 
the question whether this business shall not be 
added to the internal revenue machinery ot 
the United States. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs on 
the amendment of the gentleman from Penn 
sylvania. 

Mr. DAVIS. Is it in order to move a sub 
stitute for the amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then I move as a substitute 
that the clause be amended to read as follows: 
Provided, That in any city which forms the whol 
or &@ part of two or more congressional districts thir 
Secretary of the Interior may, ifin hisjudgment th: 

elliciency of the service will thereby be promote 
appoint one district superintendent for such city and 
tor the whole territory of the congressional distric 
of which such city forms a part, instead of one for 
each congressional district; and a reasonable allow 
ance for one clerk, for a period not exceeding sixty 
days, may be made to any district superintendent, 
the amount whereof shall be determined by th 
Secretary of the Interior, whenever in his judgment 
the necessities of the service shall require it. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no objec- 
tion tothat. 1 think it would do very well. 

The amendment to the amendment 
agreed to. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If I understand the amend- 
ment just adopted it provides for one clerk. 
Instead of the word ‘*‘one’’ we should insert 
the word ‘‘each’’ before the word “ clerk.” 
The section contemplates more than one clerk. 
[ move to strike out ‘‘one’’ and insert 
** each.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is not 
in order, as it is not inorder to move to strike 
out a word which has been inserted. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The amendment of 
the gentleman from New York was not adopted. 
[ rose to call for a division on it. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The question will be 
again taken, and in that case the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio will be in order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move it, then, as an 
amendment to the amendment. I move to 
strike out ‘‘ one’’ and insert ‘‘each.’’ I wis! 
to understand whether it is the purpose and 
object of the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
Davis] by his amendment to restrict each 
superintendent to one clerk? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. That 
amendment does exactly. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If thatisthe object of the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Davis] he 
certainly accomplishes it by his proposed 
amendment. I submit to the committee that 
that is not the intent of this section; and | 
submit further for the consideration of the com 
mittee that it is impossible, absolutely impos 
sible, for any superintendent whatever in any 
populous district of this Union to execute this 
law with the assistance of but one clerk. In 
order, therefore, that he may have such a 
number of clerks as may be necessary to ac 
complish the duties enjoined on him by the law, 
and that the clerks so employed by him may 
have their reasonable compensation, I move to 
amend the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Davis] by striking out 
the words ‘‘ one clerk’’ and inserting the word 
‘*each clerk.’’ It is suggested to me that the 
grammar of the section would not be right 
because the word ‘‘clerk”’ is followed by th: 
word **hire.’’ That is true, but the languag 
of my amendment is correct as amending tha 
of the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. Davts. } 
My amendment will secure to each of these 
clerks equal compensation, subject to the d 
cretion of the Department. 

Mr. ALLISON. I would o the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Davis} that 

\| in some cases it might be inconvenient to the 


was 


is what the 


suggest to 
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district superintendent to be limited to one 
clerk. The superintendent might require for 
a short time to have three or four clerks, and 
| would suggest that the object of the gentle- 
man from New York would be accomplished 
by providing that the compensation for clerk 
hire shall not exceed—say $300. This would 
cover precisely the point which the gentleman 
desires to cover, and would at the same time 
leave it to the superintendent to employ two, 
three, or four clerks, as he may desire. 

‘ir. FARNSWORTH. It seems to me that 
the object of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
incuam}) would be answered by leaving the 

{ the billas it is. It also seems to me 
that it would be improper and unwise to limit 
he number of clerks to one, two, or three, or 
wy number whatever. It occurs to me that 
ua this bill provides that in some of the eities 
ihere may be one superintendent for several 
congressional districts, as in the city of New 
York, which was instanced by the gentleman 
.{[ Mr. Boycnam;] it occurs to me 
that in such a case the superintendent could 
not well get along with one clerk, or two, or 
half adozen. It might be ne cessary in some 
of these large districts for a short time to have 
adozcu ortwenty. Ithink, therefore, it would 
be improper to limit the number; and I see 
no better way of dealing with the matter than 
to leave it ag it is in the bill, to the wise dis- 
cretion of the Secretary of the Interior, who 
will act according to the necessities of each 
case and make such allowance for clerk hire 
us the superintendent may require to assist 
him in making proper returns to the cominis- 
sioner of the census. 

t seems to me that it is too small a matter 
fur the committee to spend very much time 
over this question of the clerks to the superin- 
tendents, who cannot employ them for more 
than sixty days by law, and attempting to limit 
them to one clerk each. I presume that in 
many of the country districts one clerk will be 
uilicient, but in a city or where there are sey- 
cral congressional districts in one census dis- 
trict one clerk certainly would not be sufficient. 

Mr. KIELLEY. Mr. Chairman, reference 
las been made to the cost of the taking of the 
1850 and of 1860, with an effort to 
show that this bill is to be much more costly. 
Such a comparison should not influence our 
judgment. | apprehend the work to be done 
under this bill 1s as important to this country 
aus nny that could be done at this time. Ifthe 
census be fairly taken under the schedules pro- 
posed it will present to the statistician and the 
economist the most remarkable results that 
have ever been published. The account of the 
increase of population, wealth, and power, of 
the growth and development of this country 
‘(luring the last decade, nearly five years of 
which was spent in war, will, I repeat, present 
to the statistician and economist the most re- 
muarkable book that has ever been published ; 
and it is important that it should be correct. 
The reply made by the Indian preacher to the 
comment upon his salary may be made to the 
taking of the census of 1850 and of 1860. When 
lie stated what he got his interlocutor said to 
him, ** Very poor pay.’’ ‘* Fee’? replied he, 
‘‘and very poor preacher, too.’’ [Laughter. ] 
lt the census of 1850 or 1860 did cost but 
lithe they were not worth their cost. . Full, 
iair, and correct reports of those censuses 
would have been worth hundred of millions of 
dollars to the country. I am therefore ready 
to put at the command of those who may be 
charged as set forth in this bill the amplest 
means. I would not, with a view of saving a 
few thousand dollars, give them excuse or pre- 
text, real or assumed, for saying that Congress 
in ordaining the taking of the census prohib- 
ited its faithful and fall taking by withholding 
adequate agencies. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 


from Ohi 


census ol 


Burver} has said that this is the first census | 
under a revenue law, and proposes that the | 


assessors of revenue shall take it. I want the 


| nue from having any office in connection with 


taking of the census kept distinct from the 
revenue department, so that we may order a 
comparison between the industries and in- 
comes found by the revenue department with 
those found by the takers of the census. I 
want to give the chief of the Bureau of Inter- 
nal Revenue the means of ascertaining which 
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I desire to say only a few words in respor 

to one point made by the gentleman why ha 
just taken his seat. And first I desire to .. 
that I have been greatly gratified wit) hi 
remarks in general concerning the cen 


5us, 


| have felt from the beginning that in the fra yy), 


of the officers of districts have been faithful, || 


where there are leaks, where there are frauds 
or is negligence. I would therefore rather be | 
willing to prohibit anybody engaged in or con- 
nected with the collection of the internal reve- 


this census. 
I would give to the Superintendent of the 
Census, under proper limitations, an adequate | 


/ amount of clerk hire for a week, or ten days, 


| saving a few hundred dollars we had marred a 


| two decades at 


the largest manufacturing county in the world. 


| the only city on the globe that exceeds Phila- 


or two weeks, or the whole time, so that there | 
should be no pretext that for the purpose of | 


work required by the Constitution to be per- 
formed but once in ten years, and which, if | 
well performed, will do more to bring capital 
and immigration to this country than all else 
we may print in the next ten years, so surpris- 
ing must the results prove to be. 

While on the floor I desire to say that if I 
can obtain the floor when it will be in order I | 
will move to strike out the proviso which 
authorizes the assignment of all the congres- 
sional districts of a cily to one district super- 
intendent. New York is to-day the commercial 


of this bill small economy would be wagst«: 
ness. Though the committee has tried in, ey¢, 
feasible way to restrain and restrict expen) 
tures in the taking of the census, vet it seems; 
me that in procuring the necessary thoroyo' 
ness, accuracy, and promptitude in the taki», 
of these statistics reasonable expenditure 
real economy. ej 
But concerning what the gentleman {j, 
Pennsylvania has said about congressjoy. 
districts I desire to make a single remark, a{;., 
which, with the permission of the commit;es 
I shall move that the committee rise to elys. 


| general debate, that we may proceed with th. 


consideration of the bill under the five-minytos 
rule. 

The very reason or the very fact that thy 
gentleman has suggested of the great grow) 
of cities in modern times led the committee j, 
adopt this provision in reference to them | 
this bill. 

It seems to me that this is the day of grea; 
cities. It was not only true when Alison, the 


| historian, said it, but it is still more strikingly 
| true since he wrote it, that the growth of citivs 


center of our country, and in another decade || 
| it may be, and | believe it will be, at least in | 


the utmost, the commercial | 
center of the world. Philadelphia is to-day | 


I do not say the largest manufacturing city ; for | 
London lies in two counties, and London is 


| delphia as a manufacturing city. In the extent 
| and variety of its manufactures, the consump- 


tion of its varied raw material, the value and 
perfection of its productious, and the number 
of skilled laborers employed, it stands with 
but one rival in the world. 


has become the great feature of the last hal; 
century. A comparison of twenty or thirty 
of the great cities of the world shows in‘,|| 
countries that the population of those cities js 
increasing on an average of more than twic 
as fast as the population of the surrounding 
rural districts. ‘The great growth of countri: 
tends to the cities. Lverywhere aman brought 


|| up to agriculture can get away from his bus 
| ness into the city he is doing so. 


It is one of 


' the marked and most startling tendencies o| 


| a kind of living being ; 


Now, in this work, to be done but once in || 


| ten years, by which the scholar, the statistician, 


and the economist all the world over are to 
judge us, and to announce to the people of 
their countries onr position and condition, 
there should be the most liberal application 
of means, even though it may require some 
expenditure of money to collect the statistics 
fully and correctly. 

| turn, sir, to my own district. 
more than two people in it to-day for every 
one there was when the census of 1860 was 
taken. The manufacturing results are now as 
three to one at that time, and their diversifi- 
cation has been even greater. ‘To illustrate 
the growth and progress of a people enter- | 


| prising as Ours, occupying a continent as their 


| be more pertinent than the accurate statistics 
| of a district like mine. 


The entire work is to be done in sixty days; 
the time is limited. If under the law the | 


| labor for a great city is once confided to one 


| district superintendent who may prove to be 
| incompetent there will be no time to retrieve 
| the error; and your census of 1870 will prob- 
| ably prove to be as worthless in leading char- 


acteristics as those of 1860 and 1850 were. 
l ask, therefore, that the most liberal allow- 


/ance may be made, in the discretion of those 
| whom we are charging with this duty, and who 


| will be under the control of an Administration 


| which has shown not only such a tendency to 


economize but such power to do it. We may | 
fairly trust them in a great work of this kind. | 

I hope that the law which we may pass will | 
make a liberal provision, and will secure to 
each congressional district the services of a | 
superintendent of the censusand secure reports 
which will let us and all other people ascertain | 
our relations to the productions of the world | 
and the onward mareh of civilization. | 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, | 


There are | 


our times. Every man who can find his way 
into employment in the cities is doing so. A 
city, Mr. Chairman, is a kind of organisw 
and it seemed to 1) 
committee that there was some good reas 


| why the city should be taken as a whole, why 


if possible some man of large brain and com 
prehensive experience should be chosen to s 

to and superintend the statistics of our great 
cities. It is precisely because of the interes’ 


| growing up in these cities and around them, | 


is because of the magnitude of these cities tha 


| the committee thought it wise to throw the cities 


together in this bill, so that they may stand as 
individuals and may be taken as one. 
Now, [ take it for granted that the gentl 


_ man himself could name some gentleman in 


own, and under free institutions, nothing could || 


Philadelphia who could more comprehensively, 
more efficiently direct the taking of the census 
of Philadelphia than we could possibly hav: 
it done by dividing that city into sections 
bounded by congressional district lines. 

Mr. KELLEY. If the gentlemen were | 
propose adequate compensation for the enor 
mously increased labor it is quite possible you 
could; but you leave the compensation for a 


_ man who takes charge of the great city of New 


York, or of Philadelphia, or any other of our 
great cities precisely the same as you pay tle 
man who takes charge of the easiest taken 
district in the country. If you throw the six 


| districts or the four and a half districts into one 
| you cannot get a first-class man to do six times 
the labor or four and a half times the labor 
| that others are doing for the same pay which 





| 


those others are to get. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The suggestion 
of my friend from the Philadelphia district 0! 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Keiiey] isa very wise one: 
[ would willingly join him in voting that in the 
case of such consolidated districts a larger pay 
should be granted. This would be only just. 
But the committee were so desirous of restrict 
ing within the narrowest possible limits the 
expenditures under this bill that they left the 
matter as it is there provided. I think av 
amendment of the nature suggested, coming 
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m that gentleman or anybody else, would be 
“or than to strike out this provision from the 
| shall now yield two or three minutes 

‘he gentleman from Pennsylvania, and then 

shall rise to move the close of the debate. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman—— ‘ 

fhe CHAIRMAN. Did the gentleman yield 
vy the gentleman from Pennsylvania on his 
.(. (Mr. SCOFIELD, ] or the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania on his right, [Mr. Keviey?] 
~ Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohno. 1 will yield to 
ha gentleman on my right [Mr. Ke_iey] for 
n inquiry, as I understand, and afterward to 
ye gentleman on my left, [Mr. Scori1ep. } 

‘Mr. KELLEY. [rise only for a moment, 
+) say that if several districts be confided to 
ne person, and there may be a mistake made, 
his health fail, or anything occur to prevent 

faithful performance of his duty, the mistake 
1 the failure will cover the results for awhole 
‘ty. But if each district has the best man 
that the Government can get to do the work, 
nd there be a failure in any one, the rest may 

e faithfully and honestly cared for. 1 still 
think that in every aspect of the case it is 
important that in those cities each district 
hall have its own census superintendent. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I wish to say a few words 
bout the amendment I have offered. The 
lebate has floated away from that altogether. 
{ will not discuss the ideas just presented by 

y colleague, {[Mr. Kettey.] I dare say they 

» very likely to be correct. Nor do 1 wish 
‘to discuss the question of the comparative 
xpense of taking this census and any former 
nes. The main difference between this bill 
and the old law under which two censuses 
ave been taken and under which, | may say, 
ul the censuses of the United States have 
been taken, for it was in part a transcript of a 

former law—the main difference is a change 
/f the persons who are to appoint the enumer- 


ators, receive, in the first instance, their re- 
turns and transmit them to Washington. It 


to that point that my amendment applies. 
| allege that that change is going to cost the 
Government five times as much as the same 
bor cost the Government in 1850 or in 1860. 
(he report to which the gentleman from Ohio 
Mr. GARFIELD] has referred is not the 
imount paid to the marshals, but the amount 
that passed through their hands to pay the 
enumerators. ‘The amount which went to pay 
ihe marshals themselves for taking the census 
of 1860 was only $40,000, and that for taking 
the census of 1850 was but $34,000. That is 
what was paid for the performance of the same 
luties which these district superintendents are 
to discharge. 

The question is not whether these superin- 
tendents will for a few days need a clerk; it 
is whether there shall be an allowance for clerk 
ire at the rate of eight dollars a day, when 
those clerks will have no duties to perform until 
about the Ist of May, and then their labors will 
not be very severe until along in June, when the 
euuaerators begin to send in their accounts. 
lhe gentleman from Ohio, whose ideas are 
almost as magnificent as those of my colleague 
trom Philadelphia, [Mr. Ketuey,] thinks the 
superintendents should have two clerks. The 
‘entleman from New York [ Mr. Davis] thinks 


one isenough. I was willing to let it go at that; 


+ 
r 


but gentlemen come in and wanttwo, and I sup- 
pose when the bill gets to the Senate they will 
want three or four. And gentlemen talk about 
cconomy, and that was the issue during the cam- 
paign in Pennsylvania on which we carried the 
State. Butif there has been economy, a large 
part of the credit is due to the Committee on 
Appropriations of this House, at the head of 
which stood the gentleman who is now our 
minister to 'rance, and who used to be stig- 
matized as the most economical man in the 
House. _ Lo him belongs a large portion of the 
credit for that economy which saved us the 
State of Pennsylvania Jast fall. 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman allow 
ine &@ moment? 


: filched. 


Mr. SCOFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. KELLEY. I would like to ask my col- 
league [Mr. Scorie.p} whether in any of my 
speeches I ever suggested that it was wise econ- 
omy to save pence and throw away pounds? 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I cannot say that the gen- 
tleman saidthatexactly. But if he said a great 
many foolish things it may be he said that. 
{ Laughter. | 

Now, the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Butter] proposes that instead of these dis- 
trict superintendents the census should betaken 
by the officers of the revenue. J believe that, 
after all, the best and the safest way will be to 
go back to the old law and let the marshals 
take the census, and if we do not pass this bill, 
or some other in its place, the old law will be 
in force. The marshals are bonded officers, 
and many of them are men of experience. 
Now I find by comparing this bill with the old 
law that there are many things in this that are 
mere transcripts from that. Those things are 
good. Myfriend from Maine [Mr. Har] was 
with me when I compared this bill with the 
old law and suggested that there might appro- 
priately be applied to this bill the reply made 
by Macaulay to a young author who sent him 
a comedy to read, the half of which had been 
He read it, and returning it, wrote: 


*Your comedy I’ve read, my friend, 

And like the part you stole the best; 

If still the play you wish to mend, 

Take courage, man, and steal the rest !"’ 

Now, if this committee would take the old 
bill of 1850, with such modifications as may 
now be needed, I think it would be a great 
improvement on this bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire now to 
move that the committee rise for the purpose 


| of limiting debate. 


Mr. DAVIS. I ask the gentleman to first 
yield to me for a few moments? 

Mr. CREBS. I desire to be heard a few 
minutes on this subject. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will yield to 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Davis] 
for five minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS. I desire to call the attention 
of the committee to the exact proposition be- 
fore them. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman on the 
right of the Chair [Mr. Cress] is entitled to 
the floor in preference to the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Davis,] who has already 
spoken. 

Mr. DAVIS. The gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. GarFieLp] yielded the floor to me for 
five minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. Of his own time? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly; of 
my own time. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Davis] will proceed. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Chairman, the proposi- 
tion before the committee is to reduce the 
clerical force that may be employed by each 
superintendent to one person. In order to 
comprehend this question fairly we must un- 
derstand what are the duties devolved by this 
bill upon each superintendent. Those duties, 
as I understand, are simply these: after enter- 
ing upon the duties of his office he is in the 
first place to select the enumerators and pre- 
scribe their districts; next, he is to receive 
from tht department at Washington the blanks 
and schedules provided for by law and to dis- 
tribute them ; thirdly, to receive from the enu- 
merators those blanks when properly filled up ; 
and lastly, to make an accurate copy of the 
returns and transmit to Washington either the 
original returns or copies. These are all the 
duties devolved upon each superintendent. 
They are in themselves merely clerical. 

The question, then, is whether or not this 
amendment will allow this officer sufficient 
assistance to enable him to discharge these 
duties. It seems to me that it will. It is true 
that if we retain the provision authorizing the 
general superintendent to direct as to a single 
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district embracing a great city the copying 
of the enumerators’ returns, a greater clerical 
force may in such case be required; but as to 
the country at large it seems to me that one 
clerk will be entirely adequate for giving the 
superintendent the assistance he may require, 
and this clerk should be allowed only where 
the Secretary of the Interior shall be of opinion 
that a clerk is necessary. ‘To allow this pro 

vision to stand as it originally did would put 
no limitation whatever upon clerk hire. There 
might be one clerk or there might be a dozen 
or more, according to the discretion of this offi 

cer. But the provision as amended prescribes 
a limitation of one clerk, who is not to be em 

ployed for a longer period than sixty days; 
and even this one clerk is not to be allowed 
unless the Secretary of the Interior shall cou 

sider that clerk necessary. Since the duties to 
be performed within this period of sixty days 
from the Ist of June are in themselves purely 
clerical on the part of the superintendent I fail 
to see any necessity for allowing him more than 
one clerk. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I propose now 
to move that the committee rise for the pur 
pose of closing all general debate after ten 
minutes, and afterward considering the bill 
under the five-minutes rule. 

Mr. MAYNARD. There are some general 
features in this bill which, it seemsto me, ought 
to receive attention before we descend to the 
discussion of details. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will make my 
motion, then, in regard to this section. 

The committee divided; and there were 
ayes twenty-five, noes not counted. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I made the mo 
tion, Mr. Chairman, | desire to say, forthe sake 
of facilitating business. I am entirely willing 
that the debate should run on so long as it is the 
pleasure of the House to do so. 

1 wish to make one remark in reply to the 
speech of my friend from New York. I do not 
think that he appreciates the business put in 
the hands of the Superintendent of the Census. 
Under the old law copies were made by the a 
sistant marshals, who correspond in this bill to 
the enumerators. We found, on looking tha 
over, if we compelled them to do that copying 
there were so many of them that the time given 
to them to complete it would be far more ex 
pensive to the country than to allow reasonable 
clerk hire to each of the district superintendents. 
| think my friend will see that the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bincuam | 
will be sufficiently restrictive and still hberal 
enough to meet this whole question. If either 
of the amendments are to prevail I hope that 
it will be that of my colleague. 

Mr. PAINE. 1 think that the gentleman 
from New York is a little mistaken when he 
informs the House that the duties of district 
superintendents under this bill are altogether 
clerical in their nature. It is true they have 
the duties to perform that he has enumerated, 
but they have other duties which he has over- 
looked, and one of these duties, although put 
forth in the bill in a very few words, will, in my 
judgment, be in practice very laborious; that 
is the duty imposed in the sixth and seventh 
lines of the eighth section upon district super- 
intendents, that they shall give to the enumer- 
ators from time to time all such information 
and directions as may be necessary to enable 
him properly to discharge his duties. 

I am requested by the gentleman from Ohio 
who has charge of this bill to refer to the duti 
imposed by the last three lines of this s: 

I will read it: 

He shall from time to time make himsell 
quainted with the progress made by each « 
ator in the diseharge of his duties, and in cxse 0! 


inability or neglect of any enumerator, arising frou 
sickness or other cause, shall employ asubstitul 

It gives the district superintendent the 
and imposes upon him the duty to supervise 
from day to day the action of the enumerator. 
But this is not all. If we turn to the last 
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ection, the twenty-eighth section of the-bill, 
we shall find a very extensive class of addi- 
tional duties imposed on the district superin- 
tendents. I will not detain the House by 
reading an enumeration of the statistics which 
they are required to obtain by this twenty- 
eighth section. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


Here the committee rose informally; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message 
from the Senate, by Mr. Gornam, its Secre- 
tary, announced that the Senate had agreed to 
the amendments of the House to the concur- 
rent resolution of the Senate relative to print- 
ing the report of the Commissioner of Agri- 
culture, 

The message also announced that the Senate 
had passed, without amendment, the concur- 
rent resolution of the House relative to print- 
ing the report of the Commissioner of Patents. 

The message also announced that the Senate 
had agreed to the concurrent resolution of the 
House relative to printing the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, with 
anamendment, in which the concurrence of the 
jlouse was requested, 

NINTH CENSUS. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union then resumed its session. 

Mr. PAINE. The district superintendent 
is required to obtain all the information indi- 
cated in the twenty-eighth section of this bill 
by order of the Superintendent of the Census. 
And yet he is not permitted, or at least not 
required by the section, to call upon the enum- 
erator to obtain any of the information. The 
duty is simply devolved upon him to obtain 
the information, and it is left for him to get it 
as best he may. 

Now, he must either impose on the enumer- 
ators this duty, which would be wholly foreign 
to their other duties as specified in the bill, or 
he must obtain it himself directly or through 
the aid of the assessors. It seems to me that 
in this section itself is to be found a reason for 
wiving the Secretary of the Interior a large dis- 
cretion as to the amount of assistance to be 
furnished to the Superintendent here. I would 
be not only willing but anxious to adopt every 
possible precaution against extravagance in 
the execution of this law. I should be sorry 
to see through a mistaken idea of economy any 
provision ingrafted on the bill which would 
interfere so essentially with the efticiency of 
the district superintendent and impair so seri- 
ously the value of the product of his labors as 
would be a provision which would limit him in 
all cases to the employment of a single clerk. 
| hope this provision will not be ingrafted on 
the bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I do not 
rise further to debate this amendment, but to 
offer an amendment to the whole section. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amend- 
ment to the amendment pending. The gentle- 
man from New York (Mr. Davis] has offered 
an amendment, and the gentleman from Ohio 
| Mr. Biygnam] has proposed an amendment 
to that amendment. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. Davis's amendment was disagreed to. 


The question recurred on Mr. Scorietps’s 
motion, to strike out the entire paragraph ; and 
being put, the motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
once for all to test the sense of the committee 
upon this question, of whether we shall use the 
present machinery and the officers we have, or 
whether we shall ereate a new set of officers. 
I move, therefore, to strike out of this section 
all after the word ‘‘that’’ in the first line to 
the word “to’’ in the sixth line and insert the 
words ‘‘it shall be the duty of the assessors 
of internal revenue in each district;’’ so that 
the section, as amended, will read: 


So. 4, And be it further enacted, That it shall be 


the duty of the assessors of internal revenue in each 
district to cause all the inhabitants to be enumer- 
ated, and to obtain, or cause to be obtained, the 
other statistical information within his district, in 
the manner provided for in this act. 

[ shall then propose to strike out the whole 
proviso, because the internal revenue assessors 
have a sufficient clerical force already. In 
case this amendment shall meet with the ap- 
proval of the House I shall then propose to 
amend other sections of the bill so as to make 
them conform to that. I propose this as a test 
question, that the assessors of internal revenue 
shall do this duty, and there shall be nothing 
more paid for it except the per diem of assistant 
assessors. 

Now, then, Mr. Chairman, let us examine 
this question fora moment. We have, in the 
first place, an organization all over this coun- 
try for obtaining certain statistical information. 
The whole country is divided into districts 
which are thoroughly explored, and I believe 
our friends on this side will agree that certain 
information is accurately obtained as a rule 
under the efficiency of the present Adminis- 
tration. We have, therefore, a number of 
assistant assessors, and they have a per diem 
allowance of three and five dollars a day when 
they are actually at work. 

Now, the whole expense of taking this census 
would be the actual per diem of the assistant 
assessors while doing this work. All the clerk 
hire, all the offices, everything is now arranged. 
You will observe that by this bill there is no 
provision for offices for the district superin- 
tendents, for stationery, or for anything at all, 
except that their compensation shall be eight 
dollars each per day. My friend from Ohio 
{Mr. GarrieLD] says that in the large cities, 
New York for instance, we can get men with 


brains enough to each take charge of a city . 


for eight dollars a day. Well, if he can get it 
for eightdollarsaday, then brains are cheaper 
in New York than anywhere that I know of. 
I do not think it can be done. 

But you have already a well-paid, well- 
trained, thoroughly-sifted body of officers who 
can do this work, and what is the objection to 
it? My learned and eloquent friend from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ke.Luey, ] starting off with 
a glowing picture of what we shall get if we 
get what we want, tells us that he wants to 
use these census enumerators as detectives 
upon the assessors. He says he wants to show 
by the incomes which shall be returned by 
each census-taker how far the assistant assess- 
ors have been true to their trust. Let me 
inform the gentleman that the man who will 
lie to an assistant assessor will not be likely to 
tell the truth to a census-taker; especially as 
the census-taker has no power to punish him 
for the lie, while the assistant assessor has that 
power. 

Now, there is one idea in regard to this mat- 
ter that may be worthy of consideration; that 
is, that men may not be willing to give inform- 
ation to the assistant assessor lest in some way 
it should lead to an increase of their taxes. 
Now, there is no man of sense who does not 
know that the census is for the purpose of 
ascertaining, among other things, about the 
apportionment of his taxes. And there is no 
man who reasons upon the subject who will not 


see that itis just as necessary to give a true 


answer to the assistant assessor as it will be to 
the census enumerator, who under this&ct may 
be an assistant assessor appointed by the dis- 
trict superintendent for this purpose. 

Now, one argument in favor of obtaining 
this information through the medium of the 
internal revenue system is that the assistant 
assessors are employed through only a part of 
the year, so that they have ample time to do 
this work ; and the additional duties proposed 
to be assigned to these officers are exactly sim- 
ilar to the duties already imposed upon them, 

Now, sir, if the proposition which I am now 
advocating should be favorably considered by 
the House I would propose that the plans and 
penalties, as well as the other machinery now 
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applied to the collection of taxes, be exten, 
to the collection of these census Statistic 
There is in this bill a provision for penalty 
of thirty dollars upon any individual or eo; Pong 
tion failing to make true and complete as A 
Now, what a penalty this would be on , 
Pacific railroad tor not giving full informa:;., 
Vith what immense stringency would this ne 
alty bear upon such @ corporation as that, o, “4 


urn 


the Credit Mobilier of America! But updo 


the present internal revenue law, in cage of ; 
failure of such a corporation to make satis: 
tory returns to the assistant assessor he z 
examine every book and every paper belon, 
ing to the corporation, and he can thus {yj 
out everything connected with their busines: 
Indeed, the assistant assessor ought to hy, 
now substantially nearly all the informa 
contemplated by this census except the ny». 
bering of individuals, and this he can ascerta), 
better than anybody else. If you do not tak 
the assistant assessors as your enumerato, 
under this bill, then you will have all the q 
advantages of the internal revenue syste, 
without any of its advantages. You will hay: 
for the performance of this business men wh 
will be entire strangers to it and who yet yw; 
be required to perform it in a very short tim, 

Gentlemen are very anxious that this dy: 
of taking the census shall be performed quickly 
so that there shall be no material change in t\\ 
condition of affairs in various parts of | 
country during the time the census is hej 
taken. Thisisa very great desideratum, 
this purpose the machinery ought to be arrange 
so as to work with the least possible frictioy 
and this end will be best secured by employing 
for the work men who have already acquired 
a familiarity with this class of duties under t\ 
internal revenue system. 

Now, there is one consideration which I way 
to suggest to this House in all seriousness. |; 
we authorize the appointment in each of o 
congressional districts of a new officer, whos 
appointment we may influence with the Ex 
utive, together with the appointment of a nu: 
ber of subordinate officers, with as many clerk 
as they can get, we shall be accused, whet 
justly or unjustly, of voting that amount | 
patronage into our own hands. 

But we have too much of that description 
burden to carry, allow me to suggest, to ena! 
us torunagood race. This is especially: 
when we have a set of oflicers with little to d 
and who can do this work without any h 
additional expense. I am therefore speakin, 
in the interest of the party to which L belong 
and when [ speak in that interest I feel that ! 
may do so because I believe thatit is the int 
est of the whole country ; but I am also spea 
ing in favor of the efficiency of the public ser 
vice when I urge upon the House not unneces 
sarily to multiply the number of public oi 
cers. I also speak in favor of the public servic 
when I propose to save unnecessary expense. 

I hold, sir, that the district superintendents 
will not be more efficient than the assista! 
assessors of the internal revenue. Men wh 
leave their business at four dollars a day ‘or 
sixty days will not be as efficient as m 
already holding office as assistant assessor: 
internal revenue. 

If we want to get it through early why shou 
we organize new machinery when we have 0: 
machinery fitted to the purpose and ready 4 
once? If you want the census correctly take. 
then take tried men. If you want to take! 
economically why appoint new officers wie! 
we have old officers who are fitted for the duty: 
Why make new depots; why establish ne" 
paraphernalia for carrying out this great wor, 
the importance of which I agree in as fully a 
any gentleman who presses the passage oO! this 
bill? Why take this new paraphernalia when 
we have this old paraphernalia at our hands: 

Mr. Chairman, I shall bow, as I always do, 
to the judgment of the House in this matter, 
but I submit this matter to their careful coo 
sideration. 
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Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The gentleman 
‘om Massachusetts has presented with his ordi- 
nary foree and clearness the argument on his 
ide of the question. 
“Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to a question of 
order. We havea rule on the subject of debate 
that preference shall be given to the member 
9 has taken no part in the debate before. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
‘hat the gentleman from Massachusetts has 
ogered an amendment to which he has spoken, 
| therefore this is a new question. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will say to my 
friend from Tennessee that I will yield to him 
with pleasure after I have recited the action 
of the committee in regard to the new point 
raised. 1 will be just as content, however, to 
let him go on now as at any other time. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I prefer to say what I 
have to say before the gentleman from Ohio 
ises, in order that I may hear his reply to what 


wh 


an 


ri : he ] ; 
has given me no little difficulty in examining 
the scheme of this bill. 


Something has been said in the course of 


the debate of the imperfection of previous 
ensuses. Their results have been represented 
as valueless. I donot think this representa- 
tion is correct. On the contrary, I think a 
vreat deal of the results obtained have been 
very valuable. I think the successionshows a 
continual improvement from decade to decade, 
he census of 1840 was a very valuable one; 
that of 1850 was still more so; that of 1860 
| regard as still more valuable than its prede- 
cessor. The census of 1870 ought to be, and 
[ trust will be, more valuable than any that 
has gone before. It is one of the best features 
of these censuses that what they successively 
disclose to us creates a curiosity to discover 


more, and to have the work carried on further | 


and to a higher state of perfection. That we 
shall ever get a perfect census, do what we 
may, I have no idea. But it is our business 
to come as near to that as possible, and to 
adopt that machinery which in our judgment 
will best secure that result. 

Llitherto the census has been taken by some 
organization already in existence. The duty 
has devolved on the marshals and their depu- 
ties—oflicers who were already installed, and 
who were supposed to have a pretty large and 
a pretty intimate acquaintance with the district 
of country and the people among whom they 
were to act. This bill proposes to appoint in 
each district a superintendent for a limited 
time, with a stipulated pay, and this district 
superintendent is to divide his district into 
what are termed enumeration districts, and to 
select an enumerator for each one of these. I 
need not say that upon this class of officers 
depends the entire success of the plan. If they 
are faithful, if they are skillful, if they are 
competent, then I grant that, so far as [ can 


see, this scheme will be likely to succeed ; that | 


is to say, if the work of these men is properly 
reported and properly reduced into tables. 
But if they are not competent, if they are not 
faithful, if they are not, in short, men who 
know what they have to do, and men who are 
willing to do it, then the whole scheme fails, 
and in fact becomes much worse than a failure. 

My friend from the Philadelphia district of 
Pennsylvania [ Mr. KeLLey] said that we might 
have some incompetent man at the head of the 
census taking in some large city like this city, 
or the city of New York, and then there would 
be a failure with reference to such city. 

[ submit we had better have a whoie failure 
than a partial failure. We had better have the 
thing entirely unsuccessful than have it merely 
half done; because I need not say that in 
Statistics as well as in morals, and perhaps 
universally, half a truth is worse than the whole 
ofa falsehood. Now, I submit to the gentle- 
man who has taken charge of this bill, [ Mr. 


GARFIELD,] I submit to my colleague, [Mr. | 


STOKES, ] the chairman of the committee, who 
has reported it, whether they believe that for 
any such sum as is proposed here as the pay 
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of enumerators men can be found in any con- | 


siderable portion of the country at all competent 
for this important work. What is that com- 
pensation? Four dollarsaday. And for how 
long? Thirty days while employed in taking 


the census, twenty days before that time while | 
distributing the schedules, and ten days after- | 


ward ; in all sixty days at four dollars a day, 
or $240; and out of that they are to pay their 


settled portions of the country. 
premium for men to be negligent, for men to be 
careless, and to perform their work in a slight 
and perfunctory manner, and they willdoit. I 
venture to say that if this bill passes into a law 
and the census is taken under it by the aid of 
such officials as proposed here, paid in the 
manner thas is indicated, we will not have eighty 
per cent. of any one schedule giving us popula- 
tion or anything else. Make it the interest of 
men to slight their work and they will do it; 
it will be largely done. I trust, therefore, that 
either some different mode or rate of compen- 
sation will be adopted, or some different mode 


of selecting the men who are to discharge this | 


duty. ! 
In some respects I think well of the propo- 


sition of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


[Mr. Buriter.} Here are men in positions, 
men who by the duties of their offices are com- 


pelled to know not only the people within their || 
several localities, but to know their business, | 
their pursuits, and to know how they are occu- | 
It is said that they have 


pied and employed. 
too much to do already. That may be so; 
that is a question which has just been suggested, 
and one [ confess I have not thought of suf- 
ficiently to enable me to determine my own 
action in regard to it. 

I have sought this opportunity of presenting 
my objection to this bill, which objection goes 
to the general plan upon which it is proposed 


to take the census; thatis, by a body of officers | 


who seem to be not only underpaid, but paid 


in such a way as to offer a premium for neglect | 


and unfaithfulness, and may result in giving us 
such a representation of our population, re- 


sources, and industries as will make every | 


American blush when he comes to compare it 
with former censuses. I desired to present this 
objection so that the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
GARFIELD] might reply to it when he came to 
address the committee. 

Mr. STOKES. I desire to say this in reply 
to my colleague, [Mr. Maynarp,] that in the 
judgment of the committee good and compe- 
tent men could be secured for four dollars per 


day. We had numerous precedents where | 


censuses have been taken; in the city of New 
York, for instance, where enumerators were 
employed at a compensation of three dollars 
per day. A census was taken in New York in 


| 1865, and I understand it was well and satis- 


factorily taken, and there were plenty of appli- 
cants to perform the work. 

And in addition to that I will say to my col- 
league that, as he well knows to be the fact, 


| the members of our State Legislature receive 


but four dollars per day for their services. I 
have no hesitation in declaring to this commit- 
tee that in my judgment there will be a plenty 
of applicants for these positions at four dollars 
per day. 


dollars per day, but believing that the dispo- 
sition of this House was to economize, they 
finally agreed upon four dollars per day; and 
in my judgment a plenty of men can be found 
to discharge the duties of this position at that 
rate of compensation. 

Mr. JUDD. I have listened to the debate 


‘upon this bill this morning with extreme in- 


terest, and I am glad to find so general a con- 


currence of views in relation to the importance || 


of the measure now underconsideration. The 
history of the past eight years shows how im- 


| portant accurate statistics of the wealth of the 





|| amount that could be obtained. 
personal expenses, their tavern bills, and their || 
means of locomotion, whatever they use, as | 
they must use some in many of the. sparen: '| national wealth ; and a full and complete ex- 
cre 18 a@ 


| the tax-gatherer. 


The committee considered the pro- | 
priety of adopting the compensation of five | 
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| country and of all its material resources would 


have been to the legislator called upon suddenly 
to devise and adopt asystem of internal taxation 


| necessary to the preservation of the credit, and I 
| might say the life of the country. Want of such 


information caused him to seize upon any means 
of devising a revenue, and it was not so much 
a question of equality in distribution as the 
To-day our 
credit which has stood in the balance is im- 
proving. ‘The basis of that credit is our 


hibition of that national wealth will show, not 
only to the legislators who must levy the taxes 
to meet our indebtedness, but also to our cred- 
itors and to others, the means we have to meet 


_ our obligations, 


If the system proposed by this bill shall be 
faithfully carried out Congress will have the 
information to enable it to deal justly with all 
the various interests, relieving those that are 


| oppressed by taxation and making the bur- 
| dens fall upon those that can most easily bear 


them. The national importance of this meas- 
ure being conceded by every gentleman upon 


| this floor, the question arises in what manner 


can the facts and statistics be most accurately 
and successfully gathered and spread before 


_ the people, and before our creditors and others 


interested in the welfare ofthis country. When 
such results are sought is the question to be 
made whether a few thousand dollars more or 
less should be expended toproducethem? With 
a due regard to the interests of our country, 
and a proper and justeconomy, weshould rather 
take the chance of expending a few dollars in 


| excess of what a strict economy might seem to 


require than to jeopardize for one moment the 


| accuracy and thoroughness of the statistics 


that are to be obtained by this enumeration 
of the population and wealth of the country. 
Shall we cast this burden upon officials already 
overloaded with public duties, or call into ex- 
istence a new organization devoted to this 
especial purpose, and whose attention wil! 
not be called off to other duties? 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 


| BurLer] says that we already have in the inter 


nal revenue system the necessary machiner: 
for the accomplishment of thisresult. Yet lh 
concedes the force of the argument that the 
tax-payer in many cases shrinks and hides from 
I desire that this objection 
shall be entirely obviated, so that when we re 


_ ceive these returns we may rely upon them as 


exhibiting truly the wealth of the country. Can 
it be possible that there are so many surplus 
and idle assessors and assistant assessors now 


| holding office under this Administration that 
| these new duties can be thrown upon them ‘ 
| If it is so the sooner the Administration ad- 


dresses itself to the removal of these supernu 
meraries the better for the interest of the 
country. But in the district which l represent 
not only the assessor but the deputy assessors 


| have allthe work they can perform in discharge 
| of their regular duties. ‘T’o add these additional! 


ones would from necessity involve an imper- 
fect and incomplete execution of the law. 

But the effect of the adoption of his amend- 
ment on the assessors as they at present stand 
is to increase the number of officers in every 
district of the State for some three or four 
months. Take the details of the bill and the 
facts they are required to gather and you will 
find that their exclusive time will be needed 


| to carry out the provisions of this bill within 


the time prescribed. ; 
I say, then, that I would far rather incur 


| additional expense, if it secured additional 
| accuracy, than to take the risk of having an 


i“ return. . 

3ut there is great force in the suggestion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Kei.ey, } 
when he says that one of the great benefits: to 
be derived from this law will be that it will give 
you the means of testing the accuracy and 
honesty of the present official. I want these 
returns to be made by an independent set of 





a 
— 


D6 


t 
Bt 
: 
ej 


officers, appointed as you please; an honest 
and capable set of men, so that we can test the 
accuracy of those holding official position in 
the internal revenue department. It will be 
a most admirable mode of enabling us to de- 
termine the accuracy, the honesty, and fidelity 
of those now holding positions. If they are not 
then you will get no honest returns 
under this bill, as such returns would expose 
their wrong-doings, or omissions, or neglects ; 
and I do hope this committee will retain the 
ystem proposed in the bill now under consid- 
eyation. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. My friend from 
I!!inois has so well stated the leading argu- 
inents against the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts that I have but a word 
further to say. The committee very carefully 


honest, 


considered this proposition among others. ‘The | 


first was whether we could take the census by the 
marshals of the United States, and that was 
passed over on account of the objection of their 
increased business during the war. The next 


‘onsideration was whether it could be taken by | 
We also | 


the officers of the internal revenue. 
considered whether it could be taken by the re- 
yisters under the bankrupt law. Many letters 
were received from gentlemen in official posi- 
tion and from persons interested in the general 
ubject. After carefully considering the whole 
abject the committee unanimously came to the 
conclusion, although some of us first thought 
the census might be taken through the Internal 
Revenue Bureau, that the census taken under 
uch circumstances would be valueless. 

{ beg the Committee of the Whole to remem- 
ber one thing. When the census wastaken the 
last time there had never been known such 
an officer as a collector of internal revenue ; 
a Federal tax-gatherer had never visited our 
1omes, except it may be fora short time in the 


days of the whisky rebellion, and the fruit of 


_of the expenses of the census of 1850. 
_ have no fall returns of the expenses of the last 
' census, because nearly all the southern States 


| . 
| assistant assessors to do the work. 
|| of assistant assessors is now very small, and 
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Washington, is not in the bureau here to be 


| established, is not even in the district superin- 
| tendents; the great expense is in the enumer- 


ators or census-takers in the several localities. 


I have before mea report of the cost of taking | 
all the censuses from the beginning of the Gov- | 


ernment to the last, and I call attention to a 
single fact which exhibits the character of these 
expenditures. I have before me full returns 
We 


have not been settled with. The war broke out 
when the settlements were not complete; but 
fur the census of 1850 the expenditures are 
completely accounted for. 


and of that $1,318,000, $952,000, or nearly 
three quarters of the whole, were paid to assist- 
ant marshals, the persons who did the work 
which the enumerators under this bill will have 
to do. 


Now the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. | 


Butier] admits that in order to take the cen- 
sus we shall be compelled to appoint additional 
Our force 


we shall, therefore, be compelled to create 
almost as many new officers under the gentle- 
man’s amendment as under the bill as it now 
stands. 


to pay the enumerators. 
proposition will not, in my judgment, at all 


reduce the expense of taking the next census, | 
and, in addition to that, it will, it seems to me, | 
| render the whole work odious and mainly 


nugatory. 

I think it a proper time now that the com- 
mittee should determine which of these two 
policies shall be adopted, and I hope the com- 


| Government. 
| reduce the expense of taking this census, |, 


It cost $1,318,000, 
| exclusive entirely of printing and publishing; || 
_ the assistant assessor. 


And not only that, but these officers | 
are paid a dollar a day more than we propose | 
The gentleman’s | 
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separate and distinct departments of the (oy 
ernment, with two separate and distinet juris. 
dictions. But l undertake to say that the sien 
and primary objection to the system proposed 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts Me 
Burien] is that it will interfere with the oo 
imate business of a great department of the 
I would be very glad if we coy\q 


is @ constitutional requirement, deemed essen. 


| tial and necessary to a proper representatioy 
|| of the people of this country on the floor of 


this House, to be taken once in every to, 
years. It is of so much magnitude, then, tha: 
it ought to be a separate and distinct matter jy 
and of itself. 

Now, one remark further with reference t) 
The theory of the de. 
partment of internal revenue is that the agsic;. 
ant assessors in the various congressional dis. 
tricts are now employed in their varied duties. 
and it has been a part of the business of the 
present Commissioner of Internal Revenue ty 


| so redistribute and rearrange the appointments 


of assistant assessors that they will be cop. 
stantly or almost constantly employed. Noy. 


| the gentleman proposes to impose upon these 


officers duties which the present force of assist. 
ant assessors cannot under any circumstances 
discharge; and | appeal to him and to this 
House to say whether we shall impose upon 
these officers duties which they cannot perform 
or whether we shall simply appoint additional 
assistant assessors to perform this duty instead 
of appointing enumerators, as provided in this 
bill. 

I have one word to say to my friend from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Scorre.p,] who has at- 
tacked the general provisions of this bill. He 
stated upon this floor a few moments ago tha 
$40,000 was the total sum that was paid to the 
marshals for collecting the statistics embraced 


mittee will consent, after I shall have yielded 
the floor to one or two gentlemen, to rise and 
|| close the general debate. I yield now to the 
gentleman from Iowa, (Mr. ALLIson. ] 

Mr. ALLISON. ‘The question as to the 


in the census of 1860. I have before me an 
accurate statement from the Secretary of the 
Interior showing that instead of only $40,(0) 
having been paid for this work in 1860 ther 


his visits then will be well remembered by those 
who can recall the history of that time, Be- 
re the war the citizens in our agricultural 
tricts knew but very little about the Federal 





‘tovernment by any personal relationship to it. 

is true they went to the post office to get 
‘heir mails, and there they met the Federal 
(;overnment through one of its representatives ; 
But they met it only as an agent to bless them 
and help them. Now the shadow of the tax- 


catherer falls across every threshold and covers | 
the whole land; and if any one thing has || 
helped to make the Federal Government odious | 


in the minds of the American people it is the 
ubiquitous tax-gatherer whom our necessities 
have compelled us to send throughout the 
land. 

Of all things, the element most essential to 
the correct and effective taking of a census is 
that the people shall be everywhere assured 
that the visit of the enumerator is not inquis- 
itorial for any purpose of taxation, and that 
it is not for any purpose of dragging out and 
exhibiting facts concerning the families and 


the business of the country to be used here- | 


after as a basis for taxation. Now the very 
sight of men that are compelled to execute all 
that is odious in our revenue laws engaged in 
taking the census would in my judgment take 
away almost the entire value of the results to 
be obtained; and I should conceive that the 


results so obtained would be almost worthless | 


for the purposes for which they are designed. 
Then the gentleman who moved this amend- 
ment alluded to the question of expense. He 
says the Internal Revenue Bureau is already 


established; that its officers are now under | 


pay, and that very little more expense would 
be needed if his proposition were adopted. 

Let it be remembered that the President in 
his message now on your table says that the 
business of this bureau is so heavy, its work so 
onerous, its duties so numerous, that it ought 
to be raised to the full dignity of a department 
of the Government, and + so recommends in 
his message. But the great expense of taking 
the census is not in the maeth 


| ernment over twelve million dollars. 








inery here in | 


| method of taking this census was duly consid- 
| ered by the Committee on the Census; and they 


considered with very great care the plan pro- 


| posed by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


[Mr. Burter.] That plan undoubtedly has 
merit as a means of taking the census, if it 
could be reasonably done by that system ; but 
I submit that one great objection to his planis 
that it will for the time being absolutely inter- 
fere with the legitimate duties of the revenue 


| department of the Government. We are com- 


pelled, under our ordinary revenue system, 
each month to raise from the people of this 
country for the purpose of maintaining the Gov- 
If the 


system urged by the gentleman from Massa- 


| chusetts [Mr. Butter] should be adopted it 


must be with the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue as its head. 


in dignity and importance a department. Now 
is it possible that with the great business of 
that department the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue can divert his mind for months from 
the business of collecting the revenue to the 
business of taking statistics of the wealth, popu- 
lation, &c., of the country? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Will the 
gentleman allow me a moment? 

Mr. ALLISON. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
does not prepose to interfere or do away with 
the Superintendent of the Census. 


Mr. ALLISON. Very well; then the plan | 


is still more objectionable, because it proposes 
to put the assistant assessors under two sep- 
arate and distinct jurisdictions; the one, the 
Superintendent of the Census, under the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, the other, the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue, under the Secre- 


| tary of the Treasury. That will make ‘ con- 


fusion worse confounded,’’ because it will be 
impossible for those officers to act under two 


The President tells us | 
| that it ought to be a department, and is already 


My plan | 


| to marshals for the purpose of collecting t 


was paid in all for the simple purpose of co! 
lecting the statistics in that year $1,097,406, 
I did not know until the gentleman informed us 
of the fact this morning that we were indebted 
to the Committee on Appropriations for the 
great economy of the present administrati 
of the Government. I had supposed, until his 
statement this morning—— 

Mr. WILKINSON. Do the figures which 
the gentleman has just stated include the 
expenses of taking the census in the southern 
States? 

Mr. ALLISON. Not at all. Iam informed 
at the Interior Department that there is still 
an unpaid bill of the southern marshals and 
their assistants for taking the census of 184(— 
the war intervening in 1861 before these ac- 
counts were adjusted—amounting in the aggre: 
gate toa little over three hundred thousand 
dollars. So that the work which the gentleman 


| from Pennsylvania has told us cost but $40,000 
| did in fact cost more than one million three 


hundred thousand dollars. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. I wish to know whether 
the gentleman means to say that the sum paid 


_ to the marshals for performing the duties which 


the district superintendents are to perform 


| under this bill amounted to that sum; does 


he mean to say that it amounted to more than 
the sum I named, $40,000? If he does mean 
that, then he is unintentionally mistaken, | 
have no doubt. That is the sum paid for all 
the officers, all the enumerators, as well as 
those now called district superintendents. The 
amount actually paid marshals for appointing 
assessors and receiving their returns, the duties 


| which district superintendents are now to per 
| form, was as I stated it. 


Mr. ALLISON. I stated the amount paid 
o 


ese 
statisties. 


Mr. SCOFIELD. 
and others. 


That includes assessors 
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Mr. ALLISON. I do not know the way in 
which the gentleman from Pennsylvania arrives 
at that result, and I should be glad if he would 
tell me how he ascertains that only $40,000 
was paid to the marshals. ( 
in my accounts, that I know of. 

Me. SCOFIELD. Iwill. Under the law of 
May 23, 1850, under which the census of 1850 
was taken, the marshal himself was authorized 
.o make a bill for certain services on a certain 
ratio, and then the assistant marshal made out 
his bill. ‘Those bills were all to goto the Sec- 
retary of the Interior separately, thus showing 
exactly what went to pay the marshal himself 
for appointing his assistants and receiving and 
forwarding their returns and what went to the 
assistant marshal for collecting information. 
You will find that the amount they received in 
1850 was $34,000, or about forty thousand dol- 


lars, 1am not quite accurate, for discharging | 


duties which are now to be discharged by deputy 
superintendents. The balance went to pay 
assistant marshals, whose duties will now be 
discharged by enumerators. 


It does not appear | 
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East. It may not be desired by some people 
that it should be known that the cost of our 
railroads enters as avery serious item into 
those charges of transportation. We have 
framed here a most elaborate section, com- 
pelling the railway corporations to show the 


amount of the cost of building their respective | 


railways and the items of that cost, theamount 
of the rates for local traffic, and the amount 
paid for through trade, through freight, and 
passenger traffic. These are matters which it 
1s important should be known, and for obtain- 


'| ing that information the country will hold the 


Mr. ALLISON. Iam glad to understand the | 


ventleman from Pennsylvania, because I cer- 
tainly misunderstood him before in reference to 
the amount paid to marshals. He seems to 
forget that in this census we propose to collect 
information which was not required under the 
census of 1850. The agricultural people of 
the country desire that their Representatives 
should introduce some schedules of statistics, 


|| department. 


so as to enable them to know the amount they | 
are paying to great corporations for the trans- | 


portation of their products from the west to 
the sea-board. ‘They want to know what por- 
tion of a bushel of wheat, what portion of a 
barrel of flour goes into the hands of middle 
men and great corporations. The census of 
1860 gave us no information of manufacturers 
who did uot produce more than $500 a year, 


~ 


so that the artisans and the mechanics of the 


country who by their toil and labor add to the | 


wealth of the nation were not included at all. 

We have provided here that the mechanics 
of the conntry shall give the results of their 
labors; that the small manufacturers of the 


country Who are scattered through the towns || 


and villages of the West shall also be brought 
in to show the results of their labors. These 


are but a few of the vast number of additional | 


duties that are imposed upon these district 
superintendents that were not at all imposed 
upon the marshals in the census of 1860. And 


is it possible that for the small pittance of | 
$300,000 or even $400,000 we are to say that | 


we shall be kept back from obtaining the sta- 


tistics of the aggregate amount of wealth of the | 
people of this country as found in their farms | 


and workshops ; that we shall not have returns 


not merely from manufacturers, but from me- | 


chanics, carpenters and masons and _ brick- 


layers, who have extended their industry into | 
every part of the nation; that we shall not know | 


when the census of 1870 is completed whatit 
costs to transport a bushel of wheat from Iowa 
to Massachusetts ? 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


Here the committee rose informally; and 
the Speaker having resumed the chair, a mes- 
sage from the Senate, by Mr. Gorn, its Sec- 


retary, announced that the Senate had passed | 


a bill (S, No. 283) to remove the political dis- | 
abilities of certain persons therein named, in | 


which they desired the concurrence of the 
House. 
NINTH CENSUS. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union then resumed its session. 

_Mr. ALLISON. It may not suit some por- 
tions of the people of this country to have it 
known that for every bushel of wheat the 
agriculturist of Iowa produces he is com- 
pelled to produce one other bushel of wheat 


in order to pay the charges of these great cor- | 


porations, which are engaged in transporting 
the produce of the West to the markets of the 


| district superintendent responsible. 


We have 
therefore provided a separate and distinct 
officer, who shall not be connected with any 
other department of the Government, and who 


| will be expected to bestow the utmost care and 


judgment on the ascertaining of these facts. 
Now, I do not believe that by the system 


| proposed by the gentleman from Massachu- 
| setts of employing the assessors of internal 


| revenue we can secure as much efliciency as | 


| we can by having independent officers to over- 
see these various schedules which are to be 
|| returned to them and through them to the 


The assessors will be almost 
constantly and legitimately employed in the 
business of collecting the revenue, which in 
the aggregate amounts to over one hundred 
and fifty-eight million dollars during the present 
year. Now, sir, while | would be very glad to 
adopt a more economical system [ do not believe 
the work can be done any more economically 
than by the system proposed in this bill. Cer- 
tainly [am not in favor of placing it under two 
separate and distinct jurisdictions—partially 


| under the internal revenue department and 


partly under the Treasury Department; and 

for that reason I cannot support the amend- 

ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 1 yield now to 


| the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Woop. ] 


Mr. WOOD. Theamendment ofthe gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Butter] is not 
without merit. It proposes to take this census 


| through the machinery of the internal revenue 





| tem of internal taxation. 


i} 


department and to dispense with the numerous 
corps of officials which this bill proposes. My 
first impulse, following probably the dictates 
of partisan considerations, was to favor any 
proposition which would have for its effect a 
restriction of the vast patronage already in the 
hands of the present Administration. But, sir, 
considering the magnitude of the bill, recol- 
lecting the vast interests at stake, und knowing 
that any errors or omission of exacting the 
highest possible degree of accuracy in the dis- 
charge of this duty will make the whole census 
worthless, I could not permit considerations of 
a merely partisan or personal character to in- 
terfere with my sense of duty with reference to 
this question. 

Now, sir, it has been very properly said by 
gentlemen in the course of this debate that the 
assistant assessors are already engaged in im- 
portant duties, and that if we impose on them 


|| these new duties they will be compelled to 
| neglect either the one or the other; that if 


they are census-takers they cannot be assistant 
assessors ofthe revenue. That I believe to be 
the truth. 

Sut I go further than that with reference to 
its application to the city of New York, with 
which Iam more familiar. The people of New 
York have very reluctantly come into the sys- 
For months and for 
years honest men in the city of New York have 
striven to commend it to their consciences to 
avoid that responsibility to the Government 
which we all owe by contributing toward its 
expenditures and the liquidation of its debt. 
Among the poorer classes of New York, those 
who were drafted during the war, those who 
are called upon continually by all kinds of 
inquisitorial investigation into their personal 
and other affairs, men naturally shrink from 
the assessor and the collector of internal reve- 
nue. And when approached by an officer who 
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weekly or monthly comes around to examine 
them in regard to their accounts, their books, 
their earnings and profits, and their incomes. 
they are instinctively averse to giving him that 
degree of information which must be had in 
ona to make this census what it ought to be. 
Now, it is proposed by these schedules not 
only to tuke a census of the population but to 
go very far beyond that. We propose to make 
an investigation into the most private and 
sacred affairs of life. We propose here to pro 
pound questions which never before were pro- 
pounded to individuals in this country or in 
any country in Europe. Now, I say that when 
you send your emissaries among the people, 
when you send your agents into their manu- 
factories, their households or their cabins, you 
must take care that they are unobjectionable 
agents, men with whom the people will freely 
communicate. Is the assistant assessor such 
a person? I think he is not; and for that 
reason, without asserting or believing that this 
is the best system that could have been devised, 
I think the proposition of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts Be Butter] would be the very 
worst that could be conceived. It would be 
a way not to do it rather than a way to do it. 

Now, one word more in reply to the gentle 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Stokes, | who has 
made a reference to the census of 1865 in the 
city of New York. [In advocating a proposi- 
tion to cheapen the mode of taking this census 
the gentleman from Tennessee refers to New 
York, where a census was taken by officers 
who received but three dollars per diem. Well, 
Mr. Chairman, if this census is to be taken as 
the census of New York was taken it will be 
a worthless, I might almost say an infamous 
proceeding. ‘The census taken in 1865 in the 
State of New York was a shameful partisan 
fraud upon the people. The population of the 
State of New York as returned under that cen- 
sus was cut down more than two hundred and 
fifty thousand for the base purpose of denying 
us our fair representation in the State Legisla 
ture. It is now conceded by the very men who 
took that census that it was in fact no census 
at all. If it is proposed to pay the oflicers to 
be employed under this bill but three dollars 
yer day, and if the census of New York is to 
be held up as an illustration of the sufficiency 
of that rate of pay, [ can only say that rather 
than take such a census of the United States 
we had better not expend money in attempting 
to take any census at all. 

No, sir; the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. 
Jupp, ] the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | Mr. 
Ketuey,] the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. At- 
LIsoN,] and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
GarFIELD] have truthfully portrayed the great 
magnitude of this proceeding. Such is the im- 
portance of this work that | hope we shall all 
of us, without reference to party considerations, 
approach the question with that gravity and 
deliberation which the subject demands. Not 
because our creditors in Europe ought to be in- 
formed as to our solvency and our increased re- 
sources for meeting our public debt. Already 
the best financiers of Europe have no doubt on 
that point. They consider that the securities of 
the United States are the best in the world; that 
in proportion to the amount of our public debt 
we have more resources and more available 

| income for its liquidation than any nation of 
Europe. They do not require any such inform 
ation as this. But it is demanded by home 
considerations, to enable us to discharge our 
duty as legislators of the country, to inform us 
as to the extent of the great productive inter- 
ests of the nation, to indicate to us the legis 
lation that may be required by different portions 
of the country. The world wants to know 
something of this great land, something of its 
commerce, its agriculture, its manufactures, its 
mineral resources, its immense internal navi- 
gation and facilities of ingress and egress. All 
these are questions very properly provided for 

i in this census. This measure seems to have 

| been prepared with great care and to be a work 
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of great labor and judgment, and is as-near 
pertect in my opinion as anything coming from 
the hands of poor mortals can be. I can only 
say in conclusion that I hope the amendment 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts will not 
prevail. 

Mr. JENCKES. Mr. Chairman, it seems 
to me that there is something of value in each 
of the propositions before the Houge, and in 
the remarks I have to make [ will endeavor to 

how you what is valuable in each and which 
inay still be preserved with the system recog- 
nized by the committee. 

{n the first place it is necessary to see what 
we are undertaking todo. The Constitution 
merely requires the enumeration of the people 
once in ten years for two purposes ; one for the 
purpose of apportioning representation, and 
unother of direct taxation. It does not require 
the collection of statistics or statistical inform- 
ation for any purpose whatever; but it has 
been found advisable in the growth of this coun- 
try to incorporate into the bills for taking the 
census provisions for obtaining statistical in- 
formation. ILleretofore the Government has 
relied on the machinery already in existence 
for taking the enumeration. ‘They have had in 
each district a marshal of the United States 
with unlimited power to appoint an unlimited 
number of deputies. They have utilized this 
machinery in each district, and they have 
obtained with approximate accuracy the enu- 
meration of the people provided for by the Con- 
stitution. It is equally true that the attempt to 
obtain statistical information, whether in the 
census of 1840, 1850, or 1860, has signally 
failed in a great many respects, aud failed be- 
cause of the deficiency of the machinery, and 
not because the people were unwilling to fur- 
nish information, although there may be many 
questions to which answers were refused. In 
the great body of the people there has never 
been any resistance or unwillingness to give 
all the information the Government required. 
Now this bill proposes to establish a new ma- 
chinery for this purpose, independent of the 
Attorney General's office, under which the mar- 
shals in many respects come, and independent 
of the Treasury Department, under which the 
officers of the Internal Revenue Bureau are. 

I agree with the arguments proposed by the 
committee in favor of having an independent 
staff ofofficers. ‘This willundoubtedly operate 
if good officers are selected—and that great 
care will be taken in their selection I believe— 
as a check and corrective upon the other De- 
partments in the respects in which their juris- 
diction is partially that of the Census Bureau; 
and it will procure information which is not 
accessible by any means within the power of 
those Departments at present. The proposition 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Bur.er] cannot be carried into effect with the 
present staff of officers of the Internal Revenue 
Bureau. The gentleman must contemplate the 
increasing of the number of assistant assessors 
and the clerical force, and a different mode of 
reporting than is now provided for the officers 
of that department, and consequently also an 
increase of the clerical force in the Depart- 
ments at Washington. 

Sut I agree with the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Burier,] and here, it strikes 
me, is the value of this suggestion, that the great 
amount of statistical information now obtained 
by the Internal Revenue Bureau ought not to be 
Jost; and at the proper time I shall move an 
amendment to this bill, to the effect that there 
shall be a class of officers intermediate between 
the district superintendent and the enumera- 
tors, whose duty it shall be to collect and collate 
these commercial, manufacturing, and social 
statistics, which can be obtained from the In- 
ternal Revenue Bureau, aided of course by 
the reports of the enumerators on matters on 
which they are required to report. And in this 
respect I propose to utilize, just as muchas the | 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Burien] | 
would if his amendment should prevail, what- | 
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ever exists in the internal revenue department 
of value for the objects of the census. Now, 
previous to the time that the tax on manufac- 
tures was repealed the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue obtained the best collection of statis- 
ties as to commerce and manufactures that 
exists or can exist, because they exercised the 
whole power given to them by the internal 
revenue law for the purpose of assessing and 
collecting taxes to ascertain what was manufac- 
tured, the amount of manufactures, the manner 
in which the profits were disposed of, and the 
articles used in such manufacture. And all this 


information remains in the offices of that bureau | 


in every district of the United States. 

This should be accessible to the officers of 
the census, and mea should be appointed who 
have skill in collating the information that can 
be given by the officers of the internal revenue, 
for the purpose of preparing statements pre- 
vious to the time when these officers shall enter 
on their duties, on the lst day of June. They 
will then have this to start from. It is buta 
year since these taxes were removed, and thus 
these superintendents and their special assist- 
ants will only have to inquire what has been 
done in the last year. The information will be 
obtained from these officers direct from the 
manufacturers and those engaged in the me- 
chanic arts. It seems to me, therefore, that 
the better way to obtain the information sought 
is not to put ourselves into the hands of the 
Internal Revenue Bureau entirely, as weshould 
do by adopting the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. BurLer,] but 


that we should subordinate that bureau and | 


all its officers and all the information that it 
contains to the officers of the census to be 
appointed if this bill becomes a law. 
K 

tistics, it will be perceived by examining the 
bill that they relate to comparatively few sub- 
jects, nearly all of which have been the subjects 
of inquiry hitherto. I have already explained 
in regard to manufactures. 
establishments referred to in section ten were 
included before the tax on manufactures was 
removed, under the head of manufactures, and 
that information also exists down to within a 
year. The statisticsin regard to mining estab- 
lishments have been collected to a very limited 
extent ; that is a new subject of inquiry. 
The inquiry in regard to stores and trading 
establishments is also something new; that, 
it seems to me, should be done by individual 
officers, men who have had and who now have 


no connection with any other department of | 


the Government. I doubt if it can even then 
be obtained correctly and fully. Very few 
persons are willing to expose the amount of 
capital employed in their business, the amount 
of business done by them, and the number of 
men in their employment; but the informa- 
tion can be obtained to a great extent, and it 
will be of great value when obtained. It is 
not subject to any tax, or only to that tax 
known as tax on sales. In some districts this 
valuable information may be obtained with 
great accuracy ; in other districts it would be 
obtained with very little accuracy. Take for 
instance the lower wards of the city of New 
York ; in them probably not one tenth of the 
transactions would be obtained; but in the 
agricultural districts they would probably be 
obtained within five or ten per cent. of the 
correct. amount. It would be an approxima- 
tion, and if it fails there will be no very great 
loss. 

In the tenth section some other statistics are 


not included which are included in the sched- | 


ules; for instance, statistics in relation to fish- 
eries. These have never been a subject of 
inquiry by the internal revenue department ; 
and in this bill they are made the subject of 
inquiry only by the local enumerators. The 
amendment I have to propose will meet a diffi- 
culty apparent to every one upon a mere state- 
ment of what is omitted from this bill, that 
the statistics of fisheries are not to be found in 


ow, with regard to the items of these sta- 
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the districts of the enumerators, but are 


> > undo: 
the water. Many of the fisheries are ones 
on by one or more persons ata time, and - 


products of the fisheries are sold to midd| 
men and by them sent to the great mark en 
Hardly ever do the products first touch i 
land in the great cities where they are to | 
sold; and to obtain the statistics upon th; 
point different officers are required from thog, 
provided by this bill. " 
Take the oyster fisheries, for instance, co 
ducted upon grounds selected in the sho. 
places of rivers and bays, where the plats ay, 
lots are staked out and marked by officers of 
the State appointed for that purpose, and +), 
owners of which may not be within five hy) 
dred or a thousand miles of those tracts o, 
plats. What information is the local enume,. 
ator to get about them? None atall. Sy 
information must be obtained, if obtained a; 
all, by persons skilled in that business, wh, 
know where the plants come from, how they 
are taken up, to whom sold, and in what quan 
tities. Special skill is therefore required j 
the officer to be appointed to obtain any st, 
tistics in relation to the shore fisheries, ~ 
Then, again, how are the social statistics coy. 
templated by the bill to be obtained? Take. 
for instance, the subject of education. Tho 
local enumerator can obtain but little informa. 
tion upon such asubject. Almostall the statis 
tics upon this subject contemplated by the }j) 
now exist in the collections which have bee 
made by the States and by various authorities 
under State laws. ‘Those statistics can be o} 
tained by calling upon the proper State officers 
who have this information in their charge. 
together with all the documents relating to i 
Such information should be derived from syc\ 
officers, and not attempted to be obtained, 
necessarily inadequately and imperfectly, by 
any local enumerator. , 
So with regard to charitable, sanitary, re. 
formatory, and penal institutions ; informati 
concerning those can be obtained more readil; 
by an Officer specially appointed for the pur 
pose than by any person whose duty it may | 
to enumerate the inhabitants upon any trac: 
of land; for but very little skill is required 1 
perform the duties required by this bill of a 
enumerator. Any person who is accustom 
to making memoranda in a pocket memorau: 
dum-book, to setting down figures and adding 
them up, can obtain all the information tha 
this bill calls for with regard to mere numbers. 
But the instant you go a step further and cali 
for statistics of the trading within a certain 
given district, a larger degree of skill, a greate: 
amount of education and intelligence, an en 
tirely different habit of mind is required from 
that demanded of the mere local enumerator. 
Besides, this enumerator cannot possibly ob 
tain the statistics of manufacturing. Take, 
for instance, some of the New England States, 
where one corporation or one firm, or in some 
instances one individual owns factories 10 
different States or in different counties or 
towns of the same State; the information 
called for by this schedule cannot be obtained 
at any one of the establishments. You can 
obtain at one cotton factory, for instance, tlie 
number of hands employed, the number o! 
yards of goods weekly or monthly sent to 
market, but nothing more. ‘The returns 0! 
capital invested in connection with that fac- 
tory for other purposes, for transportation and 
the like, cannot be obtained. Therefore there 
is a necessity for this intermediate class 0! 
officers to obtain this information from the 
fountain: head where the corporation is located, 
or where the owner of the establishment has 
his place of business and keeps his books, ant 
where the record of that business is brought. 
It seems to me, therefore, Mr. Chairman, that 
the wiser course of policy in regard to this 
measure is to adopt the system recommended 
|| by the committee in general, and while reject: 
| ing the amendment of the gentleman trom 
‘| Massachusetts, to endeavor to utilize the princt’ 
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e of that amendment in the subsequent sec- 

sons of the bill. 

Hr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move the com- 

mittee rise in order to close the general debate. 

| will say that it is my intention to afford rea- 
nable time tothe gentleman from Massachu- 
ae for the purpose of closing debate on his 
amendment. 

he motion was agreed to. 

[he committee accordingly rose; and the 
Sneaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Dawes 
-eported that the Committee of the Whole on 

he state of the Union, pursuant to order, had 
ad under consideration the Union generally, 
nd particularly the special order, being House 
‘| No. 424, to provide for taking the ninth 
ensus of the United States, and to fix the num- 
ber of members of the House of Representa- 
tives and to provide for their future apportion- 
ment among the several States, and had come 
to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I movethe rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; and pending that motion, | move 
that all general debate on the census bill in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union shall terminate in fifteen minutes after 
its consideration shall have been resumed. 

Both motions were agreed to. 

The House then resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. Dawes in the chair,) and proceeded to the 
consideration of House bill No. 424, to provide 
for taking the ninth census of the United States, 
and to fix the number of the members of the 
House of Representatives and to provide for 
their future apportionment among the several 
States. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The pending 
amendment by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts has been very fully debated, and as I have 
nothing further to offer, I will yield the re- 
mainder of my time to the gentleman for the 

purpose of closing the discussion on his propo- 
sition. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chair- 
man, 1 would not desire to occupy the attention 
of the committee any more upon this question 
were I quite sure that the whole matter has 
been understood. The details of my amend- 
ment have been attacked and not its princi- 
ples. L am not prepared to say how far I 
should want to modify the internal revenue 
system in order to give effect to the amend- 
ment I have offered. But I propose that 
instead of the district superintendents we em- 
ploy the assessors; and then I propose that 
we go further, and that in the enumeration 
districts the assistant assessors or other enu- 
merators shall be employed as to the judg- 
ment of the House may seem best. 

But observe, Mr. Chairman, I am not on this 
committee ; [ have not spent days and weeks 
and months in getting up the details as to how 
the system will work; and I think, therefore, 
it is an argument calculated only to create a 
prejudice to attack the details. What I claim 
in the first place by the plan I submit is greater 
efficiency by using a machinery known to the 
law and already in existence than can be got 
from any other new machinery which can be 
established ; secondly, I claim greater expe- 
dition, because the machinery is already in 
working order ; thirdly, I claim greater acca- 
racy, because the officers of the Internal Rev- 
enue Bureau know more about the statistics of 
the country than any new set of men can do; 
and lastly, I claim as the result of my pro- 
posal that greater economy will be secured. 

Now, one word on this question of economy. 
I believe this consideration of economy has 
been entirely overlooked. The gentleman from 
lowa, [Mr. ALLIson,] who is a member of the 
Committee on the Census, has told us that it 

Was not till this morning that he got the account 
of cost of the last census, and if he only found 
it out this morning it could not have been dis- 
cussed in thecommittee. The question of econ- 
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omy, therefore, seems to have been wholly 
overlooked. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The question 
was very fully discussed in the committee from 
the economical point of view, and all the de- 
tails gone into. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Then the 
gentleman from Iowa [Mr. ALLison] must 
have been absent from the committee when 
that was done. What I desire is that we shall 
not get a new horde of officers. 

My proposition is also attacked by the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Woop, ] who in: 
forms us that the census made in New York 
by the Republican party in 1865 was entirely a 
fraud and made witha fraudulent purpose, and 
therefore he proposes that we shall not make 
any at all; at least that would seem to be 
the corollary. Well, there may be an idio- 
syncracy in New York that nothing can be 
done there that is not a fraud in some way or 
form, but elsewhere I trust we can have an 
honest census. I agree fully that there is great 
danger that we cannot find out anything in New 
York aboutelections, census, gold speculations, 
and schemes of everysort. It seems to be one 
living mass of corruption and fraud of which the 
gentleman is the representative. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. DAVIS. I wishtoknow whether the gen- 
tleman means the State orthecity? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The city 
always. [Laughter. } 

Mr. DAVIS. Then I have nothing to say. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I thought 
so. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. WOOD. 
from Massachusetts a question. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I have 
not time to yield, but I will hear a question. 

Mr. WOOD. My question is whether his 
opinion of New York is gathered from the 
amount of litigation he has been subjected to 
there himself? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Not at 
all. I never have been able yet to get a case 
to trialin New York. I expect a great deal 
of fraud when I do, but I have not yet suc- 
ceeded. I only judge it by its representatives. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I want to go further 
ipon this subject, and to say a word or two 
about the statistics that have been called for. 
My friends of the Committee on the Census 
rightly glorify their work. They say they have 
got everything into this bill that by possibility 
can be wanted. Let me say to them that the 
greatest interest of all, the one upon which the 
safety and prosperity of this country depends, 
is one about which they have provided no 
inquiry in the schedule. There is not one line 
in all this census bill requiring any return of 
the labor of the country. There are to be 
returns of the the results of labor in manufac- 
tories, but of the laborer himself there is no 
more account taken by this census bill than 
there used to be in the olden time, under the 
old Democratic party, when laborers were 
chattels bought and sold for a price in the 
market. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Will the gentle- 
man allow me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly, 
for we are here for discussion. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The gentleman 
will find in every schedule, [ believe, pertaining 
to industry one or more columns relating to the 
number of persons employed, the amount of 
labor of those persons, &c. He will find it in 
regard to agriculture, to trade, to fisheries—iu 
short, in every industrial schedule in the bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I cannot 
now stop to go over the whole matter, but I 
call the gentleman’s attention to it. 

There is another thing in regard to which I 
desire to obtain information. ‘I'he telegraphic 
system of the country is not touched at all, 
except the railroad telegraphing. Private 
telegraphing is not mentioned at all. 


I desire to ask the gentleman | 


transportation of almost the greatest import- 
ance to-day to the country is the express com- 
panies and the expressing business of the 
country. Now I want to know in regard to 
railroad transportation, in regard to the express 
business, and in regard to the telegraph busi 

ness of the country, because | look forward to 
a time within the next ten years when the coun- 
try must grapple with those great interests and 
put them together in such a way that we may 
take the control of them. Now we want to 
know about those great interests. I donot know 
that any portion of the information will be in 

terfered with by any fear of the tax-gatherer. 

Let me call the attention of the House to the 
fact that the honest and patriotic men of this 
nation do not fear the tax-gatherer. When he 
comes to ask them questions they snswer him. 
I do not know that we ought to throw away the 
whole of our machinery of Government upon 
the ground that the fraudulently-disposed peo 
ple of this country may fail to do their duty as 
citizens when called upon. As to the men who 
will not on their oaths answer truly the ques 
tions that may be put by an oflicer of the United 
States, I want them counted out; for one of 
the principal objects of having a census is that 
we may know on what and on whom we can 
depend in the government of this country; and 
the Government of the country can never 
depend upon such men. Hence they might as 
well be eliminated in any governmental calcu 
lation. I am not anxious to find out much 
about the rascals, who can only be found out 
when they are of no use. I am only anxious 
about the men who are at all times ready to 
respond to taxation and to respond to the draft. 
As for the men who skulked to Canadato avoid 
their military duty as citizens, I do not care 
whether they are enumerated or not. The 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] said 
that the people when they see these officers 
coming around may fear that it means another 
draft. Men who would have such fears are the 
men I wantcounted out. ‘Thereis no reliance 
to be placed upon them, and therefore | do 
not care for them to answer, nor should the 
assessor. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, allow me to put before 
the House precisely what I propose. My 
proposition is, not that the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue shall be withdrawn from the 
duties already assigned to him, but that th 
Superintendent of the Census, a central office: 
here at Washington, shall have the general 
superintendence of this work; that he shal 
appoint enumerators, (I do not care by what 
name you call them;) but that, so far as po 
sible, he shall designate as these enumerator 
the assistant assessors, who in the country 
know now every family within their respective 
districts, and in the cities have to a large: 
extent than anybody else the information 
necessary for the performance of this duty. 
We know that under the existing law there can 
be appointed as many assessors as may be 
necessary. We know, too, that about May in 
every year these officers are engaged for about 
& month in connection with the income returns, 
but afterwards are substantially at leisure. 
And this very bill provides that this work of 
taking the census shall commence on the Ist 
of June. Hence we can very well make use 
of these officers of the internal revenue depart 
ment. 

I want to call attention to another and one 
of the controlling reasons why this system 
should be adopted; and it is this: that you 
have no machinery for examination under thi 
census. You have no means of compelling 
the truth; whereas if you put it into the hands 
of the internal revenue, allow me again to s1 
gest, you get every possible safeguard. You 


can examine every man’s books to test the 
accuracy of his returns. 
My friend from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] say 


he wants to know all about these corpora 
tions; that he wants to know what it costs to 


Another great means of communication or || bring wheat from Jowa to the sea-board. I 
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can tell him without any census that it costs 
more than to bring wheat from California to 
New York city. If I am to go into obtaining 
that information I should much prefer to de- 
pend upon an examination of the way-bills 
than upon the mere statements of the railroad 
officials. Your internal revenue machinery, 
after six years of experience and after the 
adoption of many amendments suggested by 
the Committee of Ways and Means for the 
purpose of getting it into perfect working 
order, is the best machine to find out all this 
desired information. 

I am not so anxious on the mere question of 
economy as I am onthe question of efficiency, 
Perhaps the marshals would be efficient if they 
had nothing else to do. In the olden time 
there was no other machinery at all to which 
we couid go. Now we have the machinery of 
the Internal Revenue Bureau. I do not say 
that we have it now for the first time, for we 
lad during the war of 1812 a machinery for the 
collection of the direct taxes. We have now 
the machinery of the Internal Revenue Bureau, 
through which we can obtain a true statement 
of the resources of the people. It is no use to 
iell me aboutthe wealth and about the resources 
of meu who endeavored in every way to escape 
any share of their obligation for the defense of 
their country. Ido not want to know anything 
about the statistics of those who opposed the 
draft or refused to contribute one cent for the 
defense of the country. 

The gentleman from New York further told 
us that the financiers of Kurope knew and 
acknowledged that the resources of this coun- 
try were greater than those of any other coun- 
try. Let us see how they show that. 

Mr. WOOD. ‘The gentleman does not state 
my position correctly. I stated that the finan- 
ciers of Europe acknowledged that our re- 
ources in proportion to our liabilities were 
vreater than those of any European nation. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Precisely. 

the CHAIRMAN, The time for general 
lebate has closed. 

the amendment of Mr. Burier, of Massa- 

lhusetts, was rejected, 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to insert 
in the fourth line the words ‘‘in Alaska.’’ It 
has been called to my attention that as Alaska 
is not a Territory we would otherwise have no 
enumeration of its people. 

he amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I offer the following 
amendment, to come in attheend of the fourth 
ection as a proviso: 

Provided, That the enumeration herein provided 
for shall be so taken in the several districts as to 
ew the whole number of Indians not taxed in 
eacn, 

The object of the committee, Mr. Chair- 
man, manifestly was to secure an enumeration 
of all the inhabitants, including Indians not 
taxed, and I think it should be expressly so 
stated in the section. Gentlemen must see 
that the second section of the fourteenth arti- 
cle of amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, which is of obligatory force, 
cannot be carried into effect at all unless this 
information is furnished. We must regard 
that provision of the fourteenth article as a 
limitation upon the statutory power of Con- 
gress. 
cannot, under that section, be made at all, 
unless the enumeration of the inhabitants 
shows the number of untaxed Indians in each 
State and district. 


An apportionment of representation | 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no objec- | 


tion to the amendment of my colleague, [Mr. 
BincuaM., ] 
proposes was not in the old law and was never 
in any of the laws regulating the taking of the 
census; but I think the census has always been 
taken in accordance with my colleague’s sug- 
gestion. 


Mr. BINGHAM. 


I will only remark that what he | 


This limitation contained |) 


in the fourteenth article of the amendment was || 


not in the Constitution at the time the other ' 


! 


censuses were taken; and I think it-is very 
essential that the proviso which I have offered 
should be added to the section. 

The question being taken on Mr. Binenam’s 
proposed amendment to the fourth section, it 
was agreed to. 

Mr. KELLEY. I offer the following amend- 
ment to the fourth section: 

Strike out all after the word “‘act,” in the ninth 
line, down to and including the word “‘district,’’ in 
the fifteenth line. 

It will be observed that by this amendment 
I propose to strike out the proviso which author- 
izes the appointment of one superintendent of 
a district fora whole city, embracing two or 
more congressional districts. I have nothing 
to say in support of the amendment in addition 
to what I have already said, except to express 
my earnest conviction that the census will be 
more thoroughly and better taken if each con- 
gressional district has its own superintendent 
than it can possibly be by confiding the large 
cities—in one of which there are four and a 


half districts, while in New York there are, I | 


think, six—to any one man. _ I trust the 


amendment will prevail. 
The question being taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Keuuey, it was agreed to. 


Mr. BIRD. I move to amend section four 
by inserting after the word ‘‘allowance,’’ in 
line sixteen, the words ‘‘not to exceed four 
dollars a day for each day actually employed ;”’ 
so that the proviso will read: 


Provided, That in any city which forms the whole 
or a part of two or more congressional districts the 
Secretary of the Interior may, if in his judgment 
the efficiency of the service will thereby be pro- 
moted, appoint one district superintendent for such 
city and for the whole territory of the congressional 
districts of which such city forms a part, instead of 
one for each congressional district ; and areasonable 
allowance, not to exceed four dollars a day for each 
day actually employed, for clerk hire may be made 


to any district superintendent; theamount whereof | 


shall be determined by the Secretary of the Interior, 
whenever in his judgment the necessities of the ser- 
vice shall require it. 

This is an allowance to be made to clerks, 
and I know of no reason why we should fix the 
wages of the superintendents and of the enn- 
merators and not fix the wages of the clerks 
whom the superintendents may see proper to 
employ. It is well enough to submit such mat- 
ters to the discretion of an individual when he 
has opportunities of knowing; but the Secre- 
tary of the Interior cannot understand the rela- 
tion which every superintendent sustains to his 
particular jurisdiction, and therefore he can- 
not judge properly of the extent of the service 
required in each particular case. It seems to 
me, therefore, that the House should adopt 
this amendment limiting the amount of wages 
to the sum of four dollarsperday. There ought 
to be some limit. There may be instances 
where a man engaged in this particular service 
may see proper to employ his son or grand- 
son, or his father or grandfather, and certify 
that such and such services are essential; and 
although it is not common in this country for 


such things to take place, yet peradventure | 


they may. 
may save some small item of expense to the 
General Government. 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. WOOD. Idesire to offer an amend- 
ment which probably the gentleman who has 
charge of the bill may accept. I move to insert 
after the word ‘‘ census,’’ in line six, the words 
‘‘who shall have been a resident of the dis- 
trict at least one year.”’ 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I should not 
like to accept that. It would be a restriction 
that it seems to me would not be right and 
ought not to be made. 

Mr. WOOD. I will except the Territories 
if the gentleman will agree to it. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
to that. 


By thus guarding the revenue we | 


I cannot agree 
t 


Mr. WOOD. Then I desire to say one word | 


uponit. As the section now stands it is within 
Oe pares of the Secretary of the Interior to 
send from Massachusetts into Ohio, or from 


| Ohio into Massachusetts, an officer w 


| power of the appointment to some one persi 
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entire stranger to the people of the oe 
sional district to perform this duty of takine 
the census. I think there is an obvious to. 
priety that the person intrasted with the duty 
of taking this enumeration shall have had som, 
previous personal knowledge of the people 
among whom he goes for that purpose. 


: sauy 


amendment, therefore, is simply to restrict th, 


\Y 
u 


in the district who shall have resided there;, 
at least one year. While we indulge jin th, 
luxury of carpet-bagging, have already do», 
so to some extent, | think this is not the oees. 
sion to permit anything of that kind. 
The whole value of the census depends uyo, 
Let us provide every possib]. 


check we can to prevent inaccuracy. Suppos. 


| ing that a resident of the district, a man who 


is familiar with the people, who can have ap. 
cess to all this information which we desire ty 


| procure, believing that some such person ag 
| that should be selected by the Secretary of the 
| Interior, therefore I have offered this amend. 
| ment to preclude him from sending this officer 


from one congressional district into another, oy 
from one State into another. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Ifthe gentlemay 
will amend his amendment by striking out the 
term ‘‘one year’’ I will have no objection to 


| it. It seems to be eminently proper that this 
| officer should be selected from the inhabitants 


of the districts. 

Mr. WOOD. What constitutes residence? 
A man may come into the district to-day a 
be appointed to-morrow. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


ne 


He would no: 


| be a resident. 





Mr. WOOD. ‘There should be a limit as to 
time, and I must insist upon one year. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I move to amend the 
amendment so as to make the term of resi. 
dence six months instead of one year. There 
are large congressional districts in the United 
States where it would be utterly impossible to 
obtain the services of a man who has resided 
there for even six months. Some of the ney 
settlements in the new Territories I apprehend 
contain large communities where it would |y 


| very difficult to find a competent man wh 
| would take this place who has been a resident 


there for six months. Therefore I think that 


| the restriction as to time ought to be stricken 


out entirely ; and although the enumerator in 
every case should bea resident of the district 
to which he is appointed, yet I think there 
should be allowed to the appointing officer 
such a discretion as will enable him to select 
the most suitable man that can be obtained. | 
withdraw my amendment to the amendment. 
Mr. CLARKE. lrenew the amendment t 
the amendment. Mr. Chairman, if I under 


| stand the amendment of the gentleman from 


New York it provides that no person shall be 


| eligible to appointment as an enumerator un- 


less he shall have resided for one year within 
the enumeration district. Now, there are large 
districts in the State of Kansas where under 
such a requirement of law it would be abso- 
lutely impossible to obtain any man with the 
proper qualifications for this office. There ar 
more than half'a dozen counties of my State 
Mr. PAINE. Ifthe gentleman will perm 


| me to interrupt him, I should be glad to cor: 


rect a mistake which he makes. ‘Ihe amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York reters 
to the superintendent of the district, not to the 
enumerator. 

Mr. CLARKE. Then I have misunderstoo! 
the proposition. 

Mr. CULLOM. I ask that the amendment 
be again read. If it is as the gentleman tro") 
Wisconsin [Mr. Paine] states, then we have 
misunderstood it. ae 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be 
again read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In the sixth line of the fourth section, after the 
word “census,” insert the words ‘who shall hav¢ 
been a resident of the district at least one year. 
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es WOOD. ith the consent of the com- 
I will pet my amendment by strik- 
‘a resident of the district at least one 


ng out 
oa inserting ‘‘an elector of the dis- 


yeu : 
trict. ; : ahs ail ; 

Mr. ALLISON. With that modification 
here ought to be no objection to the amend- 


f 
mel 
ent. 


“Mr. CLARKE. Mr. Chairman, I am not 
ite sure but that some practical difficulty 
vould arise under this amendment even with 
‘he modification suggested. 
“As I was about to say when interrupted, 
‘here are in the State of Kansas large districts, 
comp rising whole counties of twenty-five or 
ty square miles, where some six hundred, 
ight hundred, one thousand, and perhaps two 
vr three thousand people have gone in during 
term of five or six weeks. And what has been 
‘rue of Kansas during the present year from 
=< returns already received will be doubly 
true next year. I say, sir, asa matter of fact, 
that the half ‘dozen counties on the south- 
western frontier of Kansas, where there are 
now but a few inhabitants, will be inhabited by 
large numbers of people during the next spring 
r r the coming summer. Now, if | am true in 
this statement of facts, the amendment of the 
entleman from New York would make it im- 
ssible to havea proper enumeration of all the 
inhabitants going into those new sections of the 
country under the provisions of this bill. All| 
lesire is that this bill may be so framed as to 
btain a complete and acc urate census of the 
new sections as well as of the older sections 
of the Union. 
Mr. COLLUM. The amendment of the 
mntleman from New York refers to the dis- 
ict superintendents. 
“Mr. CLARKE. Ido not so understand it. 
[ should like to know, Mr. Chairman, if the 
ommittee would allow me, from the gentleman 
from New York himself, whether this discussion 
has been carried on under a misapprehension 
f his amendment? Does it refer to the enu- 
merators or the district superintendents? 
Mr. WOOD. If the gentleman will refer to 
the preceding language of the section he will 
wwe an answer to his question. It is as follows: 
Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That within thirty 
vs after the appointment of the Superintendent of 
the Census the Secretary of the Interiorshall: appoint, 
n each congressional district, and_in each of tl 10 
rritories of the United States, and in the Distric 
Columbia, one district superintendent of the cen 
us, whose duty it shall be to cause all the inhabitants 
to be enumer ated, and to obt: ain, or cause to be ob- 


ined, the other statistical information within his 
listrict, in the manner provided for in this act. 


The application of my amendment is to 
restrict him to the appointme nt of an elector. 
If the gentleman from Kansas states that he 
has not in his whole State one elector of the 
Republican party fitted to discharge his duty 
| shave no doubt that the Democrats will sup- 
ply as many as they want. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I am opposed to the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York. 
The effect will be to exclude every female from 
any appointment, and although I suppose there 
will not be many female applicants for office 
under this bill I see no reason why we should 
excludethem. [Laughter.] I know noreason 
why a soldier’s widow or any other female 
properly qualified might not receive an appoint- 
ment to any office the duties of which she may 
be as capable of performing as those of our 
own sex. If reasons exist let them be given. 
| will inquire of the gallant gentleman from 
New York whether he wishes to exclude this 
portion of his constituents and mine from the 
privilege of holding office under this bill? 
Renewed laughter. ] 

Mr. WOOD. My amendment says elector, 
not electress, and until the ladies have the 
privilege of electors of the United States I 
propose to exelude them. 

Mr, LAWRENCE. Iam opposed to that. 

erit and capacity to serve the people to the 
best advantage, after a proper consideration of 
claims, should be the test for office. 


i 
] 
i 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The word “ elect- 
or’’ in the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York [ Mr. Woop] would exclude Alaska 
altogether. There are no eiectors in Alaska. 
I would suggest that he substitute the word 
‘*resident,’’ which will avoid the difficulty to 
which IL have referred. 

The question being put on Mr. 
amendment, 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to amend 
the proposed amendment by inserting the 
word ‘‘resident’’ instead of *‘ elector.’ 

The question being put on Mr. GarrigLp’s 
amendment to Mr. Woop’s amendment, it was 
agreed to. 

The question being put on Mr. Woop’'s 
amendment, as amended, it was agreed to. 


Woop’s 


No other amendment being offered to the 
fourth section, the Clerk read the next section, 
as follows: 


Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That cach district 
superintendent, before entering upon the duties of 
his office, shall take and subseribe the following 
oath or affirm: iti yn, before any judge of any court of 
record, to wit: “Il, ————, district superintendent 
of the ninth census of the —— district of ——, do 
solemnly swear (or aflirm) that 1 will to the best of 
my ability enumerate or cause to be enumerated all 
the inhabitants of the said district; that [ will collect 
or cause to be collected the other statistical informa- 
tion within thesame; that I will not disclose thesame 
to any person or persons exceptto my superior officers, 
and that I will faithfuly perform all the duties en- 
joined on me by the laws providing for the taking of 
the ninth census;’’ and when duly authenticated by 
the said judge, he shall forward a copy thereof so 
authenticated to the Superintendent of the Census. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to offer 
an amendment, to insert in the third line, after 
the word ‘‘shall,’’ the words ‘‘in addition to 
the oath now required by law.’’ There is an 
oath required by law, and that ought to be 
recognized. 

The »question being taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. GarrieLp, of Ohio, it was 
agreed to. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask unani- 
mous consent of the committee to make a 
similar amendment in the second section. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there any objection 
to make the amendment which the gentle 
man from Ohio proposes to the second sec- 
tion? ‘The Chair hears no objection, and the 
second section will be so amended. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that the 
committee do now rise. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope not. 
Let us go on till four o’clock, so as to have 
another twenty minutes. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. iI 


insist On my 
motion. 


The question being put on Mr. Farys- 
WORTH’S motion, it was not agreed to. 

The Clerk then read the next section, as 
follows: 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That each district 
superintendent, immediately after receiving his 
appointment and taking and subs scribing the oath 
hereinbefore prescribed, shall proce we to ‘div ide his 
district into as many subdivisions, to be known as 
enumeration districts, as may be necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this act and to complete the 
enumeration within one month after the date fixed 
for taking the census; and he shall employ one enu- 
merator in each enumeration district thus formed, 
and shall without delay transmit to the Superin- 
tendent of the Census the name and post office ad- 
dress of cach enumerator, together with a description 
of the subdivision as ssigned to each, and as near as 
practicable the number of square miles contained 
therein. The formation of enumeration districts 
and employment of enumerators shall be subject to 
the approval of the Superintendent of the Census. 
The enumeration districts shall beas nearly equal as 
practicable in the amount of labor to be performed, 
and they shall together embrace the whole territory 
of the United States ; and their boundaries shall be 
clearly described by civil divisions, rivers, roads, 
public surveys, or other easily dis tinguished lines; 
and in no case shall an enumeration district include 
parts of two counties, (or parishes,) wards, or towns. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to 
amend that section so as to make the word 
‘*oath’’ in the third line p'ural, so as to con- 
form to the amendments already made. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PAINE. I move to insert after the word 


| tain fifty organized counties Now it we 
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‘fact,’ in line six, the words ‘‘ not exceeding 
ten ;’’ so that it will read: 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That each district 
superintendent, immediately after receivin 
ointment and taking and subscribing 1 oa 
1ereinbefore prescribed, shall proceed to divide hi 
district into as many subdivisions, to be known 
enumeration districis, as may be necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this act, not exceeding 
and to complete the enumeration within one m 
after the date fixed for taking the census, Ke. 

It will be observed that this section provide 
for the division of a district by the distri: 
superintendent into enumeration districts under 
the control of the Superintendent of the Cen 
sus. ‘The result of that will be that in the first 
instance each district superintendent will make 
his own subdivisions, and there will not be at 
the commencement any similarity or approx 
imation to it in the size or population of the 
several districts in different parts of the United 
States. Now, while it is true that some dis 
tricts should contain a greater number of enu 
meration districts than others, yet there ought, 
it seems to me, to be some maximum beyond 
which the district superintendents should not 
be allowed to go; otherwise we shall have no 
means of knowing what will be the size of th: 
districts. I was unable to decide what would 
be a proper maximum that would be a safe 
rule for all cases. On reflection I have con 
cluded that ten would be as many as would be 
required in any single district in the United 
States. If, lfowever, that number is too large 
or too small I shall of course not object to any 
modification ; but it seems to me very clear that 
the district superintendents should not be left 
without anyrule in regard to it. I think we 
should fix a maximum. [ask the gentleman 
having the bill in charge to consent that either 
ten or some other number shall be fixed as the 
maximum. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The committee 
considered that subject very fully and found 
themselves unable to fix any number that would 
not be merely arbitrary. Now, the number ten 
would be manifestly an improper number, for 
there are many congressional districts in which 
the population has increased until some of them 
now contain over two hundred and twenty thou 
sand of population. My colleague on the comn- 
mittee who sits near me [Mr. Sroxes]} has 
eighteen counties in his district ; other member 
here have fifteen or more counties in their dis 
tricts, and if you put on any arbitrary numbe: 
it seems to me that it would greatly embarra 
this bill. This matter is submitted to the d 
cretion and judgment of the Superintendent of 
the Census, and his action in this regard is sub 
ject to the discretion of the Secretary of t! 
Interior. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I! move to amend 
amendment by making the number ‘‘ fifteen ’”’ 
instead of ‘‘ten.’’ I suggest that as perhaps 
the smallest number that would be available in 
my own district. There are thirteen count 
in my district, and at least one such officer 
would be required in each county, and in two 
counties two of these enumerators would bi 
required in each county. My object, however, 
in moving this amendment is to suggest to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Parve] that 
his proposition is impracticable. I do not think 
any specific number can be made to apply to 
all portions of the United States. We must 
leave something to the sound discretion of the 
officer in charge of this matter. 

Mr. CULLOM. I would suggest to the gen 
tleman that the State of Kansas is all ir one 
congressional district. Itis scarcely presuma 
ble that ten or even fifteen men can go all over 
the State in the limited time fixed by this bil! 

Mr. MAYNARD. The State of Oreg 
another district, even larger than Kansa 

Mr. CLARKE. [rise to oppose the am 
ment. The State of Kansas 1s a single 
gressional district. and under this bill 
single district for the purpose of the consu 
It contains now forty counties, and by tn time 
this bill will go into effect it will probably con 
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utterly impossible to make this enumeration in 
the time allowed by this bill, thirty days, with 
ten or fifteen or even thirty enumerators. | 
am not quite sure that one enumerator would 
be competent to take the enumeration in a sin- 
Therefore, as a matter of fact, I 
think it would be impossible for forty enumer- 
ators in the State of Kansas to take the census 
completely and accurately within the term of 
thirty days. 

[ take it, sir, what Congress and the 
country want to obtain is a full and accurate 
census of all the people of the United States 
in all sections of the country, as well asall the 
industries, all the mechanical pursuits, all the 
resources of this great nation. 1am very sure, 

o far as my own district is concerned, that 
this work cannot be fully and correctly done in 
the manner proposed by this amendment. | 
iy again that in my State at least forty oflicers 
would be necessary; and I think practical 
experience will demonstrate that even a larger 
number will be required to take the census in 
such a State, comprising eighty-five thousand 
quare miles, with its population scattered over 
nearly the whole area of the State. Instead 
of limiting the number of these enumerators, 
instead of attempting to pursue a policy which, 
if economical, is at the same time foolish, | 
think it best that we should adopt a system 
broad and liberal ; 
enumerators a suflicient compensation, so that 
we may obtain competent oflicers, who will go 
into all sections of their respective districts and 
obtain complete and accurate returns of the 
population, the industry, and the wealth of the 
country. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I withdraw the amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. PAINE. I renew the amendment to 
the amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I will say but a few words 
more on this point. IL wish to be distinetly 
understood by the House, for I have been mis- 
apprehended by ail the gentlemen who have 
undertaken to reply to what I have already 
said. I said distinetly that I was not sure that 
the number named in my amendment would be 
largeenough. ‘The answer of other gentlemen 


ie county. 


a} 
that 


has been as if to an amendment prescribing | 


imperatively a number too small for this or 
that business. Now, 1 am free to admit, since 
the gentleman from Kansas has called my 


that we should allow tothe | 


| have a longer time in which to prepare their | 
| work. 


Mr. BENTON. I propose to strike out inline 
seven, section six, the word ‘‘one’’ and in lieu 
thereof to insert ** three ;’’ so that it will read: 


Sec. 6. And be it further enaeted, That each district 
superintendent immediately after receiving his ap- 
pointment and taking and sabscribing the oath here- 
inbefore pre scribe + t hall proceed to divide his dis- 
trict into as many subdivisions, to be known as enu- 
meration districts, as may be necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this act and to complete the enu- 
meration within three months after the date fixed 
for taking the census. . 






I propose to state my objections to the bill 
as itnow stands. It has been stated and re- 
iterated over and over again that this census 
should be taken with great care and accuracy. 
Now, sir, no man can suppose that an enu- 
meration can be made all over the country with 
care and accuracy in thirty days. 
me that these district superintendents should 


Why, the late distinguished Thaddeus 


| Stevens told us that you could do no one act 


in thirty days, and if that be so, how can it be 
expected we shall take the census in thirty 
days? Who ever heard of an act contemplat- 


ing the performance of such a great work in a | 
proper and accurate manner in thirty days? In || 


some localities where the country is sparsely 


settled you will nave to send a force from a | 


distance to make the enumeration, and one 
half or three fourths of the whole time allowed 


willbe taken up in sending them totheirrespect- | 


ive fields of operation. Then it should be 


remembered that the officers who would be || ; 
| ham, 


employed would be uninstructed and uniniti- 
ated. All would be newtothem. But, after 
an experience of one month or six weeks, or 


| two months, they would be able to do as much 


attention to it, that for his State ten would be | 


too smalla number; but I am not quite pre: |! 
pared to abandon the idea of fixing somenum- | 


ber as the maximum. The question which 
would arise in the mind of the district superin- 
tendent would be, whatshall be the size of these 
enumeration districts? In his judgment it 
might be necessary that there should be one 
for every township. 
for instance, embracing but five small counties, 
one for every township would be too many ; 
while in another district one for every town- 
ship might be no more than suflicient. 

We have in this bill no guide for the super- 
intendents themselves except their own judg- 
ments of the necessities of the case, and we 
can see there will be no uniform standard for 
them. It is true this matter is subject to regu- 
lation by the Superintendent of the Census; 
but it is important that there should be some 
fixed standard. I am perfectly aware that ten 
is too small a number for Kansas. It seems 
to me there should be some rule adopted, not 
only for the district superiatendents, but for 
the Superintendent himself. I suggest to the 
gentleman who has this bill in charge that he 
should offer, if he can do so, some rule to be 
a guide for the Superintendent of the Census. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The gentleman 
will allow me to say that the only rale we can 
adopt is to take a district in his State and 
make that the rule. It seems to me we had 
better leave it to the discretion and responsi- 
bility of the head of the Department in Wash- 
ington, 


Mr. PAINE. I withdraw my amendment. 


Now, in my own district, | 





as they could have done in the first instance in | 
When you place this | 
work in the hands of officers entirely unin- | 


one third of the time. 


structed, I think the intetests of the country 
would be promoted by having a longer time 
fixed than is provided in the bill. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
amendment will not prevail. 
The question being taken on Mr. Benron’s 
amendment, it was not agreed to. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that the 
committee rise. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Wait for five 


| minutes. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. [ insist. 

The question being put on Mr. Farns- 
WORTH’S motion, it was agreed to; and the 
committee rose. 

The Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. 


| Dawes reported that the Committee of the 


| Whole on the state of the Union, pursuant to 


| order, had had under consideration House 


bill No, 424, to provide for taking the ninth 
census of the United States, and to fix the 


| number of members of the House of Represent- 


atives, and to provide for their future appor- 
tionment among the several States, and had 


| come to no resolution thereon. 


SOUTH CAROLINA ELECTION. 


Mr. RANDALL. I rise to a question of 
privilege. I hold in my hands a paper relat- 


| ing to the South Carolina congressional elec- 
| tion, which I ask to be referred to the Com- 
| mittee of Elections. 





The motion was agreed to. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. WOOD. I rise to a question of privi- 
lege. I move that when the House adjourns 
to-day it stands adjourned until Monday next. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope that 
motion will not prevail. We want to go on 
with the census bill and finish it to-morrow, 

Mr. WOOD. The Senate has adjourned till 
Monday, and I think the House might do the 
same, 

The question being put on Mr. Woon’s mo- 
tion, the House divided; and there were— 
ayes 69, noes 66. 

Messrs. GARFIELD, of Ohio, and FARNS- 
WORTH demanded the yeas and nays. 


It seems to | 


I hope the | 


December 9, 


_— 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 62, nays 105, not vetin 
44: as follows: ing 


Y EAS—Messrs. Ambler, Archer, Armstrong, B; 
num, Beek, Benton, Biggs, James Brooks, Bureh ~y 
Burr, Benjamin}. Butler, Cake, Calkin, Cleve] ~ 
Cox, Dickey, Dickinson, Dockery, Dox Eldrides 
Farnsworth, Ferriss, Fox, Getz, Gilfillan’ Griew s 
Haldeman, llale, Hoag, Alexander H. Jones. Thy, — 
L. Jones, Judd, Kerr, Marshall, Maynard, MeNen _ 


| Samuel P, Morrill, Negley, Niblack, Paine, Por.e 
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| Strong, Taffe, 


Poland, Potter, Randall, Reading, Reeves Rive 
Rogers, Scofield, Joseph 8, Smith, Worthington ; 
Smith, Strader, Swann, Sweeney, Trimble \ 
Trump, Ward, CadwaladerC.Washburn, Wells. w 
lard, Winchester, and Wood—62. oF 
NAYS— Messrs. Allison, Ames, Asper, Axt, 
Beatty, Bingham, Bird, Blair, Boyd, Georga 
Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Buffinton, Burdett, Roa.. 
ick R. Butler, Cessna,Churchill,Clarke, Amasa (5) 
Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Cowles, (ro) 
Cullom, Davis, Dawes, Deweese, Dixon, Donley. |), 
val, Ela, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Fitch 'G, 
field, Hambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, Hawley,’ [), 
Heaton, Heflin, Hill, Hoar, Hoge, Hooper, Ingersy) 
Jenckes, Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, Lafi, 
Lash, Lawrence, McCarthy, McCormick, McCray: 
McGrew, Mercur, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H,Mooy, 
William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Mungen, Myep. 
O’Neill, Orth, Packard, Palmer, Pomeroy, Progs, 
Sanford, Sargent, Sawyer, Shanks, John A. Smi; 
William J. Smith, William Smyth, Starkweatho,’ 
Stevens, Stevenson, Stokes, Stoughton, Strick], 
Tanner, Tillman, Townsend, Twiche})’ 
Tyner, Upson, Van_Horn, Voorhees, William }' 
Washburn, Welker, Wheeler, Whittemore, Wilki 
son, Williams, John'f’. Wilson, and Witcher—105, _ 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Arnell, Baile: 
Banks, Beaman, Benjamin, Bennett, Boles, Bowe; 
Cook, Dyer, Golladay, Greene, Haight, Hamiltoy 
Hays, Holman, Hopkins, Hotchkiss, J ohnson,J uligy 
Ketcham, Knott, Logan, Loughridge, Lynch, Ma; 
Morgan, Morrissey, Packer, Phelps, Root 
Schenck, Schumaker, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porte; 
Sheldon, Sherrod, Slocum, Stiles, Stone, Van Auke) 
Eugene M. Wilson, Winans, and Woodward—44, 
So the motion was disagreed to. 
APPOINTMENTS ON COMMITTEES. 
Mr. FERRY, from the Committee on th 
Rules, reported the following resolution, and 
moved the previous question on its adoption 


Resolved, That the Speaker be authorized at } 
discretion to assign the Representatives admitted t 
their seats since the organization of the pr 
Congress to any of the standing or select committ 
as additional members thereof: Provided, That this 
shall not be construed as changing the rule of t! 
House limiting the number on such committee ex- 
cept for the present Congress. 

The previous question was seconded and thy 
main question ordered; and under the opera: 
tion thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY moved to reconsider the vow 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I asi 
consent to have put upon its passage at this 
time Senate bill No. 283, to remove politicel 
disabilities from certain persons therein named. 
The bill relates to but three persons, who are 
only technically subject to disability. One oi 
them has been elected to the South Carolina 
Legislature to fill a vacancy occasioned by 
death ; another isa district attorney of Florida, 
and a third is a member-elect of the Alabama 
Legislature, and his only disability consists 12 
his having once held the office of probate judge. 

Mr. COX. I object to any action on the 
bill at this time. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on Reconstruction. ; 

The SPEAKER. The bill is not now betore 
the House. 

ELECTIONS. 


Mr. LAWRENCE, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 477) to preven! 
and punish election frauds ; which was read 4 
first and second time, and referred to the Com 
mittee of Elections. 

Mr. LAWRENCE, by unanimous consent, 
also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 475) pre 
scribing the time of electing Representatives 
in Congress ; which was read a first and secon 
time, and referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions. 


Mr. LAWRENCE. 


It will not be necessary 
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are 
to 


print these bills. They the same as 
nose recommended by the Committee on New 
‘ork Election Frauds in the report submitted 
‘o the House of Representatives in the last 
Congress on the 23d February last, and may 
-o found on pages 78 and 82. They embrace 
subjects of the highest importance, and it is to 
hoped they will receive early attention. 


‘ 
x" 
> 


TAX ON GOLD SALES. 

Mr. DAVIS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
juced a bill (H. R. No. 479) to impose taxes 
on fictitious and gambling sales of gold ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
+> the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move to reconsider the 
votes of reference just taken; and also move 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined 
and found truly enrolled joint resolutions of 
the following titles; when the Speaker signed 
the same: 

Joint resolution (S. ht. No. 62) in relation 
toa site for a building for the State Depart- 
ment; and 

Joint resolution (S. It. No. 64) appointing 
General Thomas Osborn a manager of the 
National Asylum for Disabled Soldiers. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. SHERROD asked and obtained leave 
of absence until the 10th of January. 

Mr. NEGLEY asked and obtained leave of 
absence until the 20th instant. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that the 
House now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 


at four o’clock and twenty minutes p. m.) the | 


House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


|| bers of the Tennessee Legis 


The following petitions, &c., were presented | 


inder the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. ARCHER: The petition of Joseph 
Humphrey. praying compensation for use of 
his patent floating anchor. 

By Mr. BECK: The petition of William F. 
Hawes, of Hancock county, Kentucky, for the 
removal of his political disabilities. 

Also, the petition of Thomas W. Cardwell, 
of Mercer county, Kentucky, for the same 
purpose. 

Also, the petition of John P. Thompson, of 
Daviess county, Kentucky, for the same pur- 
pose. 

Also, the petition of William Lindsay, of 
Hickman county, Kentucky, for the same 
purpose. 

$y Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts: A 
petition of the citizens of Gloucester, Massa- 
chusetts, asking for a commission to take evi- 
dence relative to the necessity of improving 
the mouth of Gloucester harbor. 


3y Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: The petition | 


of Samuel Birdsall, jr., for a pension. 

By Mr. CULLOM: The petition of Hon. 
William Smith and 40 others, citizens of Me- 
Lean county, Illinois, asking Congress to remit 
the duty on imports of hides, and allow them to 
enter free. 

By Mr. DICKINSON: 
Henry Reiling, Frederick Zorn, O. H. Philips, 


The petition of | 
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by Mr. FISHER: A petition of several 
hundred citizens of the county of Niagara, 
New York, asking the removal of all duties on 
coal. 

By Mr. HOAG: The memorial of G. Kis- 
seberth, B. P. Conn, and others, of Putnam 
county, Ohio, for the repeal of the duty on 
imported leather, hides, Xc. 

jy Mr. KERR: The petition of Reuben 
Dailey, of Memphis, Tennessee, for payment 


| for services as reporter for the grand jury of 


the United States district court at Memphis, 
Tennessee, in 1866-67. 

By Mr. LAFLIN: The petition of John Rhu- 
bart, of Evan’s Mills, Jefferson county, New 
York, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. MAYNARD: A petition of the 
loyal citizens of the county of Wayne, State of 
Tennessee, asking relief against the late revo- 
lutionary proceedings in that State. 

By Mr. MORRILL, of Maine: The petition 
of John T. Parker and Samuel Parker, for pen- 
sion as grandchildren of Bartholomew True, a 
soldier of the war of the Revolution. 

By Mr. PAINE: The petition of Levi Hub- 
bell and 18 others, citizens of Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, for the repeal of the duty on raw hides. 

Also, the petition of Frederick Dixon and 148 
others, residents of Milwaukee, for the repeal 


| of the duty on raw hides. 


Also, the petition of J. M. Smith and 66 
others, residents of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for 
the repeal of the duty on raw hides. 

Also, the petition of C. Trieschmann and 50 
others, citizens of Milwaukee, in the State of 

Visconsin, for the repeal of the duty on raw 
hides. 

Also, the petition of R. Luddimann and 59 
others, citizens of Milwaukee, for the repeal of 
the duty on raw hides. 

Also, the petition of the Wisconsin Leather 
Company and 151 citizens of Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, for the repeal of the duty on raw hides. 

By Mr. PROSSER: A sper of mem- 


for the relief of R. B. Gibbs, of Cheatham 
county, Tennessee, who was made a cripple 


| for life in rendering important services to the 
| United States Government. 


Also, the petition of L. D. Hogle, an acting 
assistant surgeon during the war, asking a 


| pension. 


By Mr. REEVES: The petition of Mary C. 
Nicoll, for a pension. 


By Mr. SAWYER: The memorial of Cyrus | 


Whiteomb and 42 others, citizens of Manito- 


woe county, Wisconsin, asking for the repeal 
of the duty on foreign hides. 

By Mr. TANNER: The petition of Emily 
McClun, for a pension. 

By Mr. WELKER: The petition of William 
Talbert, asking compensation for the use of 


his invention and patent for improvement in | 


marine railways in use in the navy-yard at 
Washington, 
By Mr. WHITTEMORE: A petition of 438 


| merchants of Charleston, South Carolina, for 
| an alteration of the revenue laws so as to allow 


and others, citizens of Sandusky county, Ohio, || 


praying for repeal of duties on hides. 

Also, the memorial of P. K. Krotzer and 
others, citizens of Elmore, Ottawa county, 
Ohio, making the same request. 

By Mr. FERRY: The petition of R. T. 
Lyon, present of the Cleveland Board of 
l'rade, P. Chamberlain, president ofthe North- 
ern Transportation Company, and 30 others, 
praying foran appropriation for the improve- 
ment of -the harbor at Aux Becs Scies, Mich- 
igan, 


the importation of guano in foreign vessels. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, December 10, 1869. 


The House met attwelve o’clockm. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I rise for the 


| purpose of calling up the regular order; but 
|| before doing so I am willing to yield to several 


gentlemen who desire to introduce by unan- 
imous consent matters for reference. 
NAVY-YARD AT LEAGUE ISLAND. 


Mr. SCOFIELD, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 480) for the trans- 
fer of the Philadelphia navy-yard to League 


ature and others, | 
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Island ; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
BARRACKS AT NAVAL ACADEMY 
Mr. SCOFIELD, by unanimous consent, 
presented a letter of the Secretary of the Navy, 
relative to an appropriation of $30,000 for the 
purpose of building new barracks for midship 
menatthe Naval Academy; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 


Mr. ROGERS, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 81) to 
remove disabilities from the people of the States 
lately in rebellion’ against the Government ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Reconstruction, and 
ordered to be printed. 

COASTING TRADE. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE, by unanimous con 
sent, introduceda bill (I. R. No. 481) toamend 
the laws regulating the coasting trade; which 
vas read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

PORT OF NEW ORLEANS. 

Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana, by unan 
imous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
482) extending the limits of the port of New 
Orleans; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Com 
merce. 

BAYOU TECHE, LOUISIANA, 

Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana, also, by 
unanimous consent, introduced a bill (Li. Rh. 
No. 483) making an appropriation for removing 
obstructions from the Bayou Teche, in the State 
of Louisiana; which was read a first and sec 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

NEW ORLEANS CUSTOM-IIOUSE. 

Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana, also, by 
unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. Rh. 
No. 484) making an appropriation for repairing 
and finishing the custom-house at New Orleans; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

PARK IN 8T, 


Mr. WELLS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 485) donating to the 
city of St. Louis for a park the land on which 
the United States arsenal stands; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

MILITARY ROAD-——MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN. 


Mr. STRICKLAND, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 486) to extend 
the time for the completion of the military road 
from Fort Wilkins, at Copper Harbor, in the 
State of Michigan, to Fort Howard, at Green 
Bay, in the State of Wisconsin; which was read 
a first and second time,and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STRICKLAND. [ask unanimous con- 
sent that the committee have leave to report 
back this bill at any time. 

Mr. CULLOM. I object. 

MICHIGAN JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 

Mr. STRICKLAND also, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill (H. K. No. 487) to di- 
vide the State of Michigan into three judicial 
districts, and to establish the northern district 
of Michigan; which was read a first and sec 
ond time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF PORTAGE LAKE. 


Mr. STRICKLAND also, by unanimous con- 
sent, presented a joint resolutionof the Legis- 
lature of the State of Michigan, asking an 
appropriation for the improvement of the 
entrance to Portage Lake, in said State ; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 


LOUIS. 


NATURALIZATION. 
Mr. JENCKES, by unanimous consent, in- 
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troduced a bill (H. R. No. 488) to establish a 
uniform rule of naturalization throughout the 
United States; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred ts the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS HARBORS. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, by unan- 
imous consent, submitted the following resolu- 
tion ; which was read, considered,and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and is 
hereby, directed to furnish for the information of the 
House reports of ajl surveys made in the State of 
Massachusetts as to impediments and obstructions in 
the rivers and harbors thereof. 


CLERK TO COMMITTEE. 

Mr. ARNELL, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and referred to the Committee 
on Accounts: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Education and 


| 


LEGAL-TENDER NOTES. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I ask leave to introduce 


the following bill, and shall move its reference | 
/ to the Committee of Ways and Means: 


A bill authorizing an additional issue of 


| legal-tender notes to the amount of $44,000,000, 


and for other purposes. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I shall move 
that that bill be referred to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I suppose that is a 


_ debatable question, and I desire to be heard 


upon it. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Then I cannot 
give way for the introduction of the bill. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. 


| regular order of business. 


Labor be authorized to employ a clerk, at the same || 


rate of compensation as is allowed to clerks of other 
committees, 


BRIDGE ACROSS NIAGARA RIVER. 


Mr. BENNETT, by unanimous consent, 


introduced a bill (H. R. No. 489) to authorize | 


the construction and maintenance of a bridge 
across the Niagara river; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


OMSEQUIES OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. MERCUR, by unanimous consent, pre- 
ented the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Kesolved, That the Committee on Retrenchment | 


he instructed to inquire into the propriety of reduc- 

ing the expenses ot the obeegsios of the members 

of Congress, and to report by bill or otherwise. 
SUAKERS. 


Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Jiesolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
he instrueted to inquire whether any legislation is 
necessary to secure to the members of the association 
known as Shakers the same exemption under the 
income tax as is enjoyed by other individuals, and 
report by bill or otherwise. 

REPUBLIC OF CUBA, 

Mr. HOGE. I offer the following resolution: 

Rerolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
be and are instructed to inguire into the expediency 
of recognizing the republic of Cuba as a free and 


independent nation, and that said committee report | 


by bill or otherwise at as early a day as practicable. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I cannot give 
way for that resolution. ; 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 


refuses to give way, and the resolution of the | 


gentleman from South Carolina is not before 
the House. 


THOMAS POTTER. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, by unanimous | 


consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 492) for 

the relief of Thomas Potter, late private in 

company I, thirtenth Tennessee cavalry; which 

which was read a first and second time, and 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
PENSIONERS’ FEES. 


Mr. LAWRENCE, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 490) to abolish 
certain fees required of pensioners ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed, 

JONAS P. 

Mr. POTTER. 
lution : 

Resolved, That the clerk of the Committee of 
Claims of the House of Representatives be author- 
ized and instructed to deliver to Jonas P. Levy, or 
his legal attorneys or assigns, all papers before said 


committee relative to his claims against the officials 
of the republic of Mexico, presented May 19, 1856. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, I 
would suggest that copies be left in possession 
of the committee. 

Mr. POTTER. 
will so provide. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


LEVY. 
I offer the following reso- 


Certainly ; the resolution | 








| to go to the Committee on Printing. 


Mr. CULLOM. I move to reconsider the 
various votes by which bills, &e., have been 
referred, and to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SALE OF FARM PRODUCTS. 


Then I insist on the | 


Mr. HAY, by unanimous eonsent, introduced | 


a bill (H. R. No. 491) to repeal so much of the 
internal revenue laws of the United States as 
requires farmers and gardeners to have a pro- 
duce brokers’ license to sell their own products 


and second time, and referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
The SPEAKER. Yesterday the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Bincuam] presented a resolu- 


| tion relative to the printing of the reportof the 


General Land Office, which was referred to the 


| Committee on Printing. He desires in the first 


place that it shall be referred to the Committee 
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SEVENTH DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Hoy. 
P ‘ 1 rue Use 
a protest from C. C. Whittlesey AZainst the 
admission of Lewis McKenzie as Represens, 
tive from the seventh district of Virginia - wy.) 
was referred to the Committee of Elections 

SHEAFE V8, TILLMAN, 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Hoy, 
papers in the contested-election case of (. | 
Sheafe vs. Lewis Tillman, of the fourth ,.. 
gressional district of Tennessee; which wo 
referred to the Committee of Elections. 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN NEW MEXICO, 
The SPEAKER also laid before the Hoy, 
a communication from the grand jurors of Noy 
Mexico, in relation to Indian hostilities jn thy). 


| Territory; which was referred to the Comm): 


on the Public Lands; and when it shall be | 


reported back from that committee it will have 
Is there 
objection to the change of reference? 
Chair hears no objection. 


REPUBLIC OF CUBA. 


The | 


tee on Indian Affairs. 
BARNES V8. ADAMS, 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Hoy. 
papers in the contested-election case of Barn, 
vs. Adams, from the eighth congressional dis. 
trict of Kentucky; which were referred to jj, 
Committee of Elections. 

MEMPHIS AND EL PASO RAILROAD, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the Hoyse 


. ’ : ‘| resolutions by the General Assembly of jj), 
| from stores or stands; which was read a first | . 


State of South Carolina, requesting Congres, 
to aid in the construction of the Memphis, 
Paso, and Southern transcontinental railroad 
on the line of the thirty-second parallel of |i; 
tude, to the Pacific ocean ; which were referre, 
to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, 
GOVERNMENT SALES OF COIN. 
Mr. COBURN, by unanimous consent, | 


| troduced a bill (H. R. No. 498) to provide fy 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid | 
before the House a letter from the Governor | 


of South Carolina, transmitting a copy of res- |) 
| olutions adopted by the General Assembly of | 
| the State of South Carolina relative to the rec- 


ognition of the republic of Cuba by the United 


States Government; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


REPORT OF COMPTROLLER OF CURRENCY. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Comptroller of the Currency, 
inclosing the seventh annual report of the 
Comptroller of the Currency, as required by 


| law; which was referred to the Committee on 


Banking and Currency. 
HINDS VS. SHERROD. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
papers in the contested-election case of Hinds 
vs. Sherrod, from the State of Alabama ; which 
were referred to the Committee of Elections. 


ROOTS VS. CAMERON. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
papers in the contested-election case of Roots 
vs. Cameron, from the first congressional dis- 


trict of Arkansas; which were referred to the | 


Committee of Elections. 
JUDGMENTS OF THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from Samuel H. Huntington, chief 
clerk of the Court of Claims, transmitting a 
statement of the judgments in said court for 
the year ending December 6, 1869; which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 


FOURTH DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a protest from George Tucker against the ad- 


mission of George W. Booker as Representa- | 


tive from the fourth district of Virginia; which | 


was referred to the Committee of Elections. 


the sale of the coin inthe Treasury of the Unite: 
States, except such as may necessary {or t! 
payment of the interest on the bonds of the 
United States; which was read a first and x 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Wa 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. ~ 


FRENCH ATLANTIC CABLE, 


Mr. WOOD, by unanimous consent, submit 
ted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affai 
be requested to inquire into and report to this Hous 
the conditions by which theso-called French Atlant 
Cable Company holds the concession of the Gover 
ment of France to connect their cable with the Frene! 
shore; and whether there are any restrictions or re: 
erVations in said concession which are prejudicial t 
the rights of the Government of the United States 
to the people thereof; and also, any further informa- 
tion relating thereto and and which affect ocean tele- 
graphing, together with such recommendations in 
the premises as in the judgment of the committe: 
may be required, 


INDEPENDENCE OF CUBA. 

Mr. SWANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to make 
a correction in the Journal. I yesterday pre- 
sented a memorial from certain citizens 0! 
Baltimore, in reference to the acknowledgmeu! 
of the independence of Cuba and the grant 
ing of belligerent rights to that people. The 
Chair suggested that the memorial should be 


| referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 


_in which suggestion I acquiesced. 


[ find no 
notice of that memorial upon the Journal, and 
I ask that it be entered there. 

The SPEAKER. It is not customary to 


_ enter petitions and memorials upon the Jour 


nal as read in the House, though they are 
included in the Journal as printed. 

Mr. SWANN. The petition to which I refer 
does not appear in the Globe report. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules of the 
House, gentlemen desiring that a statement 0! 
petitions presented by them shall appear |! 
the Globe should farnish a minute of the pet! 
tions tothe reporters. The petition in question 
will appear in the Globe of to-morrow if the 
gentleman from Maryland will hand to the re 
porters the necessary memorandum. 


MORNING HOUR OF MONDAY. 


The SPEAKER. Before the House resolves 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
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secial order the Chair desires to make a 
statement in reference to the morning hour of 
Monday, which it would be too late to make 
after the morning hour on that day had begun. 
‘here : 
wo a custom of asking unanimous consent 
when the States are called during the morning 
hour to present bills out of order. ‘This con- 
sent is generally granted by the courtesy of the 
House; but it is to the prejudice of members 
ho come afterward on the list of States that are 
called forresolutions. The Chair desires to give 
sotice that hereafter during the morning hour 
r Monday the order of business will be rigidly 
anforeed ; all the States will be called in their 
order for bills and resolutions on leave ; and 
any gentleman not present when his State is 
ailed will have to wait for unanimous consent 
intil the expiration of the morning hour, when 
ihe request for unanimous consent can be en 
cortained. No request for unanimous consent 
will be entertained during that hour, it being 
‘he interest of all the States to have the morn- 
ing hour economized as much as possible. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I beg to inquire, in this 
connection, whether if all the States should be 
called for bills and resolutions before the morn- 
ing hour expires it would not be then proper 
to ask unanimous consent ? 

the SPEAKER. The rule of the House is 
that when the States are called for bills and 
resolutions on leave the call is not limited by 
the morning hour. The States must be called 
through for bills and resolutions if it take the 
entire day. ‘The morning hour does not affect 
it, and itis the fractional remainder of the hour 
fter that call has been gone through with 
which is devoted to resolutions for adoption. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask for a vote 
i my motion to go into committee. 

lhe motion was agreed to. 


NINTH CENSUS. 
[he House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


I 


Union, (Mr. Dawes in the chair, ) and resumed 
the consideration of House bill No. 424, to pro- 
vide for taking the ninth census of the United 
States, and to fix the number of the members 
of the House of Representatives and to provide 
for their future apportionment among the sev- 
eral States. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee 
rose yesterday it had proceeded as far as the 
seventh section, which will now be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That no enumer- 
ator shall be deemed qualified to enter upon the 
discharge of his duties until he has received from 
the district superintendent a certificate that he has 
been designated as such in accordance with the 
provisions of this act, and shall take and subscribe, 
before any court of record or any justice of the 
peace, the following oath or affirmation, which shall 
he indorsed on said certificate, to wit: ** 1, ——-——, 
enumerator of the —— enumeration district, of —— 
district of the State of , do solemnly swear (or 
aflirm) that I will make a true and exact enumera- 
tion of all the inhabitants within the said district 
issigned to me, and will also faithfully collect the 
other statistical information therein in the manner 
provided for in the laws for taking the ninth census, 
and in conformity with all lawfal instructions which 
{ may receive, and will make due and ecorreet re- 
turns thereof, as required by law, and I will not dis 
close any information contained in the schedules, 
lists, or statements obtained by me to any person or 
persons except to my superior officers;” and said 
certificate, with said oath or affirmation so indorsed 
and duly authenticated, shall be forwarded to the 
(listriet superintendent by the enumerator before 
ie enters upon his duties; and no person shall be 
employed as an enumerator who holds any office 
oy the Government of the United States, except 
‘ngage in any business as traveling agent, nor shall 


© collect any other statisties than those required 
aw. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to offer 
an amendment tothat section. In line fiveafter 
the word ‘‘shall’’ I move to insert the words 
~ In addition to the oath required by the Con- 
sutution.’’ We madea similar amendment in 
two other sections. My attention was called 
to the fact that the word used in that amend- 
ment would have been better supplied by the 
word ‘‘ Constitution,’’ which I use here. It is 
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has grown up during the last year or | 


lereinafter provided, and no enumerator shall | 


not the desire of the committee to impose the 
‘‘iron-clad oath”’ in all these cases, as it would 
cause difficulty in procuring the work to be 
done in all parts of the country. J therefore 
put in the words ‘‘the oath required by the 
Constitution’’ instead of that required by law. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I did not quite hear 
the amendment; but I understand it is sim- 
ilar to that made in the case of the super- 
intendent, and I hope the same change will be 
made in the amendments offered yesterday. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire, by 
unanimous consent, to have the word ‘‘Con- 
stitution’’ inserted instead of ‘‘law’’ in both 
the amendments offered yesterday. 

The question being put on Mr. Garrie.p’s 
amendment, it was agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Inow ask unan 
imous consent to offer the verbal amendment 
which I have indicated in the sections which 
have been passed. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Ibelieve unanimous con- 
sent is never given in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 
his ruling yesterday on this point somewhat 
hastily. 
think of it again he will give adifferent decision. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. No unanimous consent 
which conflicts with the order the House gives 
to the Committee of the Whole can be given 
in the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no 
objection to the proposition of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. GarFie.p. ] 

Mr. MAYNARD. There is objection. ] 
think it will be better to let it stand. 

Mr. TAFFE,. I move toamend the seventh 
section by inserting after the word ‘‘ peace,”’ 
in the seventh line, the words ‘‘whose oflicial 
character shall be duly certified under the seal 

| of the clerk of a court of record.”’ 

The question being taken on the proposed 
amendment, it was agreed to. 


Mr. CULLOM. I move to amend the sec- 
tion by inserting after the word ‘‘ enumerator,”’ 
in the twenty-second line, the words ‘‘to be 
transmitted to the Superintendent of the Cen- 
sus.’’ The change is a merely formal one. 

The question being put on the proposed 
amendment, it was agreed to. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Imoveto amend the sec- 
tion as follows: 

Strike out allof the following words after “‘he’ 


in the third line as far as and including the word 


*‘and’’ in the fifth line, namely, ‘has received from 


the district superintendent a certificate that he has 
been designated as such in accordance with the pro 
visions ofthis act, and;’’ insert after the word “‘shall”’ 
in the fifth line the word “‘have,”’ and strike out the 
word “‘take”’ and insert the word “‘taken.”’ 

I may explain that this part of the section 
was not printed as written. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The gentleman 
will see that this requires that the oath shall 
be subscribed or recorded on the back of his 
certificate. Now he proposes to strike out the 
provision for a certificate altogether. 

| Mr. SCOFIELD. The gentleman does not 

| quite understand myamendment. In the pre- 
ceding section, in the eighth line, there is a 
provision that before anything shall be done 
the district superintendent shall appoint an 
enumerator. ‘Then this section says that not- 
withstanding he has been appointed and has 
received his certificate he shall not be qualified 
to perform the duties until he has taken an 
oath. Well, now as the text stands it would 
wrovide that notwithstanding he has received 
fis appointment he shall not be considered 
qualified until he has got another appointment 
and taken the oath upon that. 

The question was taken on Mr. Scorrep’s 

| amendment, and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move to strike out in 
| line thirteen the word ‘‘also,’’ to strike out the 

|| letter ‘*s*’ in the word ‘‘laws’’ in the fourteenth 


I think the Chair made | 


If the Chair understands | 
the rules, unanimous consent cannot be given | 
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line, and to strike out *‘ 1’? in line seventeen : 
so that it will read: 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no enumes 
ator shall be deemed qualified to enter upon the dis 
charge of his duties until he has received from th: 
district superintendent a certificate that he has | 
designated as such, in accordance with the provision 
of this act, and shall take and subseribe, before any 
court of record or any justice of the peace, the fol 
lowing oath or affirmation, which shall be indorsed 
on said certificate, to wit: ‘I . enumerator 
of the —— enumeration district of ——— district ot 
the State of ———., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 
I will make a true and exact enumeration of all the 
inhabitants within the district assigned to me, and 
will faithfully collect the other statistical informa 
tion therein in the manner provided for in the law 
for taking the ninth eensus and in conformity with 
all lawful instructions which I may reeeive, and will 
make due and correct returns thercof as required by 
law, and will not disclose any information contained 
in the schedules, lists, or statements obtained by me 
to any person or persons, except to my superior 


officers,”’ &e. 
Mr. HALDEMAN. I will merely say to my 
colleague that there may be other laws passed 
in reference to this census, and it was left in 
the plural purposely. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


I move to amend 


|| the amendment by striking out the words “ in 
It occurs to me that if the Chair will | 


the laws,’’ in the fourteenth line, and insert- 
ing the words ‘‘ by law;’’ so that it will read 
‘‘in the manner provided for by law;’’ and 1 
move to strike out also the words * for taking 
the ninth census.’’ I do not see the necessity 
of repeating that he shall act in accordance 
with the law for taking the ninth census. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair is of opinion 
that that is not a motion to perfect what the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Scoriecp | 
proposesto strikeout. The gentleman’s amend- 
ment will be in order after the pending amend- 
ment shall have been disposed of. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope the gen- 
tleman will move it afterward. 

The question was taken on Mr. Scorretp’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [now move to amend 
by striking out the words ‘‘in the laws for 
taking the ninth census’’ and inserting in lieu 
thereof the words ‘‘ by law.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. [I move 
to further amend this section by striking out 
the words ‘‘assuch”’ after the word ‘‘desig- 
nated’’ and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
‘*with the approval of the Superintendent of 
the Census as an enumerator.’’ 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. That is right. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to further amend this 
section by adding to it the words ‘‘or by in- 
struction of the superintendent ;’’ so that por- 
tion of the section will read ‘‘ nor shall he 


r 
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| collect any other statistics than those required 
| by law or by instruction of the superintend- 


ent.’’ 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move to amend the 
amendment by inserting after the word ‘‘enu- 
merator,’’ near the close of the section, the 
words ‘‘ during actual employment as such ;’’ 
so that portion of the section will read ‘‘ and 
no enumerator, during actual employment as 
such, shall engage in any business as traveling 
agent,’’ &c. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I rise to a point of 
order. Is there not one amendment already 
pending? 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Mine is an amendment 
to the amendment ; however, I will withdraw it. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I hope the amendment 


| proposed by the gentleman from New York 


| Mr. Davis] will not be adopted, for the reason 
that it leaves all the matter of taking the census, 


| except that which is expressly provided for by 


law, to the caprice and whim of any saperia 
tendent that may be appointed under this law. 
It gives him authority to require his enumer- 


|| ators to collect such statistics concerning all 


matters that may seem to him important and 
which are outside of the Jaw or the specihca- 
tion of the law. That would give a latitude 
unwarranted and unwarrantable in the matter 
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of taking the census. For that reason I think 
the amendment should not be adopted. 

Mr. JUDD. I move to amend the amend- 
meut by striking out the last word, forthe pur 
pose of saying that, without concurring at all 
in the reason given by my colleague, [Mr. 
INGERSOLL, ] it seems to me the ameudment of 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Davis] is 
entire surplusage. The bill itself in other por- 
tions provides directly for the superintendent 
giving all proper instructions. ‘This being so, 
those instructions are under the law, and there 
can be no necessity for incumbering the bill 
with the words which the gentleman from New 
York has suggested. 
may be given in pursuance of the provisions 
of law will be just as legal as if they were 
specially enacted in a section of this bill. 

Mr. DAVIS. The bill as it now stands con- 
tains an express inhibition upon the enumer- 





| 





Mr. DAVIS. I withdraw the amendment. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I moveto strike out the 
words in the second line, ‘* be deemed qualified 


|to:’’ so that it will read, *‘that no enumer- 


ator shall enter upon the discharge of his 
duties,’’ &c. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do not object 


to the amendment. 


The instructions which | 


'the words ‘‘shall take,’’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MAYNARD. In the fifth line, instead of 
I move to insert 
** shall have taken and subscribed.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SCOFIELD. I move, inthe twenty-fifth | 


line, after the word ‘‘enumerator,’’ to insert 


| ** during actual employment as such.”’ 


utor against taking anything which is not ex- || 


pressly required by law. My amendment pro- 


poses simply that he may take what is required | 


by the Superintendent of the Census, not the 


local superintendent, but the Superintendent || 


of the Census. What the gentleman from Lli- 
nois (Mr. Jupp] has said with reference to the 
provision for instructions is true; but it will 
be found, in reference to the bill, that the gen- 
eral superintendent has the power to give in- 
structions beyond the strict letter of the law. 
Therefore my amendment will be proper. 

The CHAIRMAN. No further debate is 
in order on this amendment. 

Mr. JUDD. 1 withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. PAINE. I renew the amendment. I 


understood the object of the gentleman from |; 


New York to be to give to the Superintendent 


of the Census authority to add to the subjects of | 


inquiry prescribed by the bill, as the gentleman 
has just stated ; and it seems to me that because 


itdoes propose to give such authority it ought | 


not to be adopted. Now, it is of the utmost 


importance that the information to be obtained | 


by this census should be accurate. If it be not 
accurate it will be absolutely worthless; and 
we should notin an attemptto gatherinform- 
ation upon a multitude of subjects sacrifice 
the probability of having the information accu- 
rate, as accurate as the nature of the case will 
admit. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
to that. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WOOD. I move toinsert after the word 
‘* avent,’’ in line twenty-six, the words, ‘‘ nor 
attempt to influence the political or religious 
opinions of any person he may visit inthe dis- 


I do not object 


| charge of this duty.’’ 
Mr. Chairman, I would not have offered this 


additional language but for the fact that the 
section itself contains the principle that some 


| degree of restraint should be placed over these 


officers. It already provides that they shall 
not be permitted to occupy any agency ; that 
they shall not turn their position to advantage 
by becoming traveling agents for any mercantile 
or other establishment. 


| bodies the principle which I desire to apply to 


the exercise of any influence on the political || 
opinions of the persons whom these officers may | 
| visit. I assume that we do not want that the | 
| taking of the census shall be taken advantage | 
| of for any such purpose. 


I cannot believe that 
a majority of this House wants to use these 
enumerators as a great electioneering army tor 


| the purpose of tampering with the opinions of 
So confident am I that the gen- | 
tlemen upon the other side of the House would | 
not take any special advantage of this large | 
addition to the patronage of their party that | | 
/ am sure they will consent to my amendment. 
Because if they refuse to adopt this amendment | 
the reverse of the proposition will be accepted, | 


the people. 


|| and that is that the enumerators are to exercise 


Now, if we lay down in this bill a programme || 


which the enumerators and the district super- 
intendents are required to carry out, making 


| purposes, 
_ ple in the construction of law that where any | 


the limits narrow enough, we shall have a |} 


reasonable probability of such accuracy in our 
census returns as shall make the census valuable 


not only to us, but to the whole world. But if | 


we leave it to the discretion of the Superintend- 
ent of the Census to say what the duties imposed 
on the district superintendents and the enumer- 


atorssball be we havenocertainty. Wehave no | 
guarantee that the census we are about to pro- 


vide forin this bill will be worth anything to this 
country or the world beyond the guarantee of 
the discretion and ability of the Superintendent 
of the Census himself. Now, why cannot we 
here, the members of this Congress, prescribe 
the subjects on which information shall be ob- 
tained? It seems to me that was the duty of this 
Census Committee to tell us what it was proper 
to inquire into in this great census of the United 
States. They have undertaken to perform that 
duty; they have undertaken to give us the result 
of their labors; and if I have any fault to find 
with the bill it is because its provisions are too 
broad ; because it seems to me that in the multi- 
plicity of inquiries which the census-takers have 


to make the results may be inaccurate, and their | 


labor may lose its value on that account. 

I deem it therefore wholly improper and un- 
wise that this House should increase that 
danger by giving the discretion to the super- 


intendent to increase the number of subjects to | 


be inquired into. I am opposed, Mr. Chair- 
man, to theamendment of the gentleman from 
New York, and hope sincerely the House will 
vote it down. I withdraw the amendment to 
the amendment. 











| 


their official positions for partisan and political 
1 believe it is a well-settled princi- 


proposition is made and voted down in the body 
that makes the laws it must be intended that that 


| particular thing should not be adopted, but 
I there- | 
fore hope that, in view of these considerations, | 
iny friend from Ohio [Mr. GarFie.p] will see | 
| the propriety of restraining these men from | 
exercising influence for what I would conceive | 


rather that the reverse was intended. 


to be a very base and improper purpose. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman from | 


New York oe Woop] allow me to make a 


| Suggestion, that he should add to hisamendment | 
that no enumerator shall be allowed to bea | 


candidate for any office? 


Mr. WOOD. 
if the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. May- 


NARD | willsustain my proposition. [Laughter. ] | 


Mr. MAYNARD. 


tion would be perfected by the addition I have 
suggested. 

Mr. WOOD. I am satisfied with the amend- 
meut as itis; I offer it in good faith and hope 
it will meet the approval of the committee. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I believe it was 
a peculiarity of the old Roman jurisprudence 
that it contained no special law against pari- 


cide, and for this reason that it did not oceur | 


to the law-makers that any one would find it in 
his heart to kill his father. Hitherto there has 
been no law in the United States to prevent a 
census-taker from talking religion or politics 
as he thought proper; simply because such a 
restriction on American liberty was not thought 
tobe necessary. I believe the gentleman from 


This provision em- | 


I will accept the suggestion | 


I do not say I will do | 
that, but I think the gentleman’s proposi- | 


December 10, 


New York {[Mr. Woop] was himself in Co, 
gress in 1860, when the provisions of the ce 
fortaking the last census were discussed, and |. 
did not then offer any such amendment as ¢),;. 
Mr. WOOD. Let me correct the ge 2 
I was not a member of that Congress 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do Not sup 
pose anybody in the House feels that this‘ 
| necessary. I trust the amendment will ,, 
prevail. 
The question was put on Mr. Woop, 
amendment; and there were—ayes 40, noes > 
So the amendment was rejected 
j ; 

Mr. JENCKKES. I offer what I send to y 
Clerk's desk to come in as a new section {y 
ing section seven, and to be numbered sec), 
eight in case it shall be adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Sec, —. And be it further enacted, That each dis, 
superintendent, being specially «uthorized ti 
by the Superintendent of the Census, may ey 
in addition to or instead of the enumerators jy’ 
| district one or more persons as deputies ty ex 
collate, arrange, and report the special statistic 
formation called for by this act in relation to. 
and mining, manufacturing and mechanical indys 
mercantile and trading establishments, and bus, 
fisheries, education, religion, charities, charita 
sanitary, reformatory and_ penal institutions, 
other commercial and social statistics; and su 
cial deputies shall take the samo oath asihai req 
of the district superintendents; and in districis 
such special deputies are appointed the Superig; 
ent of the Census shall have power in his dise, 


to relieve the local enumerators from the dat; 
collecting the whole or any portion of such 
statistics; and the assessors and collectors of i, 
revenue in cach district and théir subordinates gy 
required hereby to exhibit all books and records g, 
furnish all information in their possession to . 
special deputies which may aid them and whiel) ; 
may require for the purpose of obtaining such s 
Statistics. 

Mr. JENCKES. I have offered this amend 
ment for the purpose of effecting a resu 
regard to statistics which I stated in part yes 
terday. ‘This bill as it stands is, perhaps, as 
perfect as it can be for the purpose of procu: 
| ing an enumeration of the people. But 
regard to procuring the statistics called {u: 
the bili and the schedules, it seems to we 
be quite defective. Thus, for instance, t 
district assigned to each enumerator lias dei 
nite boundaries; is bounded by roads, rivers, 
public surveys; ‘‘and these enumeration dis 
tricts shall not include parts of two counties, 
parishes, wards, or towns.’’ They are then 
fore restricted to municipal divisions in the sei 
eral cities, and also to the natural boundarie 
within those divisions. 

Now, it is manifest that an enumerator 
| armed with all the schedules that can be fu 
nished, cannot obtain in districts so organized 
any reliable information and statistics concer 
ing fisheries, for instance. Nor can he in th 
part of the country where [ live obtain tu 
statistics in regard to any particular manu 
facture. In very many cases manufacturing 
| establishments owned by one person, one cor 
| poration, or one firm are situated in differen! 
|| towns, on opposite banks of the same sireati 
| perhaps, or on different sides of the road, 
| which may be a boundary of an enumeratio! 
| 
} 
| 


itleman,. 


hot 


in 


district. The statistical information which ': 
sought to be obtained cannot be procure’ 
| except by combining the reports of severa 
enumerators, each of which must be partial, 
and all of which cannot give the informatiol 
|| which can be procured at the office or heat 
quarters of the establishment, which may 
situated in the city or in some other tow! 
By the appointment of these special deputies 
we shall in taking the census accomplish wh 
| is now accomplished in the assessment of the 
internal revenue by the assistant assessors, 
who are assigned to assess specific taxes; 
ascertain the taxes upon legacies and succes 
sions, taxes upon special articles, and in te 
| taxes on manufactures and imports the tax 0! 
particular manufactures. ‘The men require 
| for this purpose must be of a higher ite!’ 
gence, have a larger experience, and speci! 
‘information which is not required of all the 
| local enumerators. One or two, perhaps, 8° 
‘| take allthe statistics upona given subject withia 
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re congressional district, thus relieving 
| enumerators of a great portion of the 
which they would otherwise have, en- 
therm to complete theenumeration within 
wer time and consequently at a less ex- 


«des, there are some branches of manu- 
. and certain branches of other business 
Jed in these special statistics and referred 
‘he schedules concerning which the local 
ator could obtain no information what- 
Ihe penalty for refusing information 
rning a man’s business is fixed by this 
rairty de lars, and there is hardly a small 
facturer in the country who would not 
fer to pay this sum rather than give the 
rmation contemplated in this bill. There 
no difficulty in obtaining such informa- 

. trom the large establishments, those that 
i they are ahead of all others and who wish 
the census as a means of advertising: 

+ from those who are starting business and 
who are Carrying on peculiar branches of busi- 
ness it Will be impossible to procure this inform- 


| will state in this connection a fact which 
occurred in taking the census of the small 
State of Rhode Island in 1865. It was there 
ind that a great many manufacturing estab 
shments were unwilling to state the business 
which they were engaged or its extent; and 
e information obtained from them concern- 
ng what they were doing was given upon the 
express stipulation that their names should 
tappear in the report. Under that agree- 
ment the information was furnished freely. 
But when the reports were collated it was 
ind that there were one handred different 
establishments in that State carrying on sep- 
rate branches of business and owned by sin- 
individuals. But under the stipulation the 
nformation which had been obtained could 
ily be given in the report in the aggregate. 
Now, if there were one hundred such estab- 
lishments in the State of Rhode Island alone in 
1865 there must now be some thousands of 
such throughout the country. Many of those, 
\ir. Chairman, are the germs of great future 
ndustries, and it would be very desirable to 
btain full and accurate statistical information 
incerning them in the census now to be taken. 
But unless some special means be adopted to 
tain this information we shall entirely fail to 
ocure it. ‘Those men will close their doors 
to the eensus-takers ; they will refuse to fill up 
his schedule, preferring to pay the thirty dol- 
rs’ penalty when the Superintendent of the 
Census demands it. And so in regard te the 
How is the local enumerator to 
obtain any knowledge of the oyster fisheries in 
the Potomae river in our neighborhood? His 
district is bounded by the shore. The person 
who dredges for oysters opposite his district 
way not be a resident of it but of another por- 
m of the United States, and the person who 
comes from another State may be unwilling to 
report what business he has been engaged in; it 
may not be known to the local enumerator. 
lake the fisheries along the coast. So long 
as we paid bounties to fishermen then we had 
at the custom-houses reliable statistics of the 
cod and mackerel fisheries brought into the 
United States, and on which bounty was 
claimed. Those were sufficient for our pur- 
pose. But we have not had any information 
of the number of fishing vessels sent off the 
coast and engaged in catching and selling fresh 
ish. None of the previous censuses provided 
lor the collection of such information; and 
- present means for doing so are imperfect 
‘niess we shall select specially persons ac- 
\uainted with this business who can ascertain 
proximately accurate results. 
Mr, Chairman, it is a new thing to insert in 
the census schedules this one as to ‘he fisher- 
es. Itwas done for the first time in this country 
in taking the State census of Rhode Island in 
1865 and by the employment of persons spe- 
cially acquainted with these local fisheries and 


fisheries. 


ies, 


' concerned. 
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fishermen it was ascertained that in the com- 
paratively small area of the waters of Narra- 
ganset bay the fisheries amounted in every year 
to $500,000. Ifthey amounted toa certain sum 
there we can estimate the great aggregate of the 
entire coast as well as of the river and lake 
fisheries. 

With regard to the fresh fisheries the fish are 
taken from the boats of the fishermen, and on 
large boats carried to the great cities and sold. 
Persons at the great cities will have to ascer- 
tain what number are taken to the great cities 
and sold, and then that can be followed up by 
learning from whom they were obtained, and 
then we can find from the local enumerators the 
information that can be procured at the resi- 
dences of the fishermen themselves. In this 
way, by taking the returns of local enumer- 
ators, togetherewith the returns of special depu- 
ties, we may ascertain some approximation of 
the actual state of the busines 
regard to commercial statistics. 

A merchant may reside in New Jersey and 
varry on business in New York. He may sell 
in his office in New York goods of the value 
of millions of dollars in a year, lying in the 
docks which may not be within an enumerator’s 
district; of course the enumerator who finds 
such in his district in New Jersey gets from him 
the information he can, but he knows nothing 
of his business in New York. ‘The local enu- 
merator in New York who finds the man at 
his place of business can get nothing from him, 
because he may refuse to answer on the ground 
that heis a non-resident, and unless some one 
is applied to who knows the nature of the man’s 
business he can obtain no reliable statistics con- 
cerning him. I might refer to the manufac 
ture of printsand printed cloths, which is carried 
on very extensively in the district where I reside. 
There are persons in the city of Providence 
who could tell in a few hours what the prod- 
ucts of every mill and printing establishment 
are, supplying information which it would take 
enumerators an entire month to obtain from 
the operators in a reliable shape. If we have 
skilled persons employed we can get the in- 
formation more fully and correctly and less 
expensively than in any other way. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time 
has expired. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The amend- 
ment offered bythe gentleman from Rhode 
Island [Mr. Jenckrs] is of very grave import- 
ance. [ desire simply to state what appears 
to me to be the effect of it. Our bill provides 
for a central office here, with a superintendent 
at the head of it, and a district superintendent 
for each l It provides 


so also in 


congressional district. 
also that the district superintendent may em- 
ploy enumerators through his whole district 
sutlicient in number to take the whole census 
ina month. ‘The gentleman from Rhode Isl- 
and thinks, and bas proposed in his amend- 
ment, that in addition to this last class of 
employés, the enumerators, the district super- 
intendent should be authorized to employ ex 
perts—men, for instance, specially acquainted 
with cotton-mills, being employed to report 
on such establishments and to take all the 
statistics of cotton-mills within the district, 
instead of the enumerator being required to 
do this in his particular portion of the district. 
That is the idea of the amendment. If the 
House approves of that thought the amendment 
of the gentleman from Rhode Island realizes 
it. That is the only thought, but it is a very 
great and very sweeping one, that is embodied 
intheamendment. For many reasons I should 
be glad to see it adopted. I have no doubt it 
would increase the correctness of the whole 
work so far as these industrial statistics are 
But the House ought to take into 
consideration also that it would very consid- 
erably increase the number of persons em- 
ployed, and might, and probably would to a 


n 
le 
if 


this 


considerable extent, increase the expense. As 


between the two plans the gentleman’s is an 
addition and not a change in the shape of 
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taking away. If the gentleman’s plan shall be 
adopted many additional persons will be put 
into the work, and much additional exp. 
will be incurred. , 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that 
result that the gentleman desires toreach may 
be mainly attained by getting expert me: 
far as we can to be enumerators. If w 
get an expert for an enumerator he 
work as well as the special exper 
friend’s amendment provides fox 

I have thus stated the point involved in the 
amendment, and | leave the question to the 
committee. If this section be added to the bill 
Ll have no doubt the efficiency of the workin r 
of the bill will be increased ; if it be not added 
some expense may be saved which would not 
otherwise be saved and some 
bill will be secured. 

Mr. HALDEMAN. I move to strike out 
the last line of the amendment of the gent! 
man from Rhode Island. I am opposed to the 
addition of any more machinery to this bill 
As | understand the harmony and system of 
the proposed measure, while fre ely acknow! 
edging its deficiencies and that both schedul: 
and additional sections are wanting, I yet con 
ceive that the committee in amending the bill 
should look to the system which is 
undertaken to be carried out. 

There is provided a Superintendent of t 
Census. whose duties are, or should be, to tak: 
some general statistics which youcannot possi 
bly obtain by means of district superintendents 
orenumerators. He should obtain the statist 
of the coastwise trade, of the sea, and of the 
inland fisheries of such corporations as extend 
over more than one State, such as railroads 
and canals. You have then the district supe: 
intendents, whose duties under the last section 
of the bill are to obtain statistics of penal, re 
formatory, charitable and other institutions 
such as would not properly be obtained by the 
local enumerators. 

All matters, however, coming directly home 
to the mass of the people are to be obtained 
by the local enumerators, of whom there will 
be about ten thousand, I suppose. Under the 
last census forty-four hundred and seventeen 
were employed in taking an enumeration of 
thirty-one million people. Owing to the addi 
tional labor and scope of this bill, I judge that 
ten thousand of these enumerators will be r 
quired. Butto go backa moment ; the district 
superintendents must also obtain from the 
courts, either the commissioners, the auditors, 
or proper officers, returns in reference to the 
local debt and local taxes, and the 
value of property. 

Now, under these three subdivisions of labor, 
that of the superintendent, the district super- 
intendents, and the local enumerators, I know 
of no statistics which cannot be obtained. 
And, in my judgment, the addition of a section 
or of schedules to the bill making it the duty 
of either the superintendent, the district super- 
intendent, or the enumerators to obtain this 
information will be all that is required without 
adding to the machinery of this bill. 

Mr. JENCKES. How can statistics con 
cerning fisheries be obtained under this bill as 
it stands? 

Mr. HALDEMAN. I have already stated 
that I think it necessary to add some provis 
ions to this biil. 

Mr. JENCKES. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Garrie.p] concedes that the employment 
of these experts will add to the reliability of 
the statistics specially called for by this bill; 
but he informs the House that the employment 
of them will increase the expense. Now, one 
object I have in offering this amendment is to 
diminish the expense. If these experts are 
employed to obtain the statistics—one, lor 
instance, obtaining those of all the cotton 
mills in a district, another those of all the 
woolen-mills, another those of all the mane 
factories of print-cloths, another those of the 
book-publishing establishments, another those 
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of the newspaper offices, another those of the 
fisheries—the local enumerators will be re- 
lieved of a large portion of the duties which 
would otherwise devolve upon them. 

Local enumerators employed at the rate of 
compensation proposed in the bill cannot be 
experts for the purpose of obtaining such in- 
formation, and they would in many instances 
consume more time in obtaining the statistics 
of asingle woolen-mill or cotton- mill than they 
would occupy in enumerating all the people in 
the district. 

if we employ for the obtaining of these sta- 
tistics experts who know all about this business 
we can Lomiaes the number of enumerators 
very considerably. One enumerator can in some 
districts, as was proposed by the act of 1850, 
enumerate twenty thousand persons, and he can 
do it in much less time than he would occupy 
in obtaining in the single district which I have 
the honor to represent statistics concerning a 
single branch of manufactures ; and there are 
men who could be employed by the district 
superintendent who could obtain all such in- 
formation in a day. 

Now, if we want this information at all why 
not obtain it in the best mode? I agree with 
the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. Maynanp ] 
that it is better to have nostatistics atall than 
to have such as will not be reliable, such as will 
simply lead astray all those who may attempt 
to legislate upon them or frame any theories 
upon them within the next ten years. 

As suggested bya gentleman behind me, 
what I propose is simply applying the principle 


} 


of division of labor to the performance of this | 


work, 


We assign to a certain kind of labor, | 


that of the enumeration, persons who can | 
accomplish that and nothing more; while we | 
| should use the expression ‘‘ mining engineer.’’ 


select for this other purpose men who do not 
need to be educated for the work after their 
appointment, but who are already skilled in it 
by reason of their previous occupations, and 
who can furnish in many instances from their 
own knowledge, and also from access to the 
records of the internal revenue offices or from 
other sources, and by applying to the owners 
of these mills, &c., at their residences or their 
places of business, all the information that may 
be required for the purpose of these returns. 

I do not conceive that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. HaLpemay } is correct in his 
suggestion that this will be objectionable as 
adding to the machinery of the bill. It merely 
simplifies the present machinery. It places a 
class of persons between the district superin- 


tendent and the enumerators who can perform | 


the duties both of district superintendent and 
enumerator in a better manner than either can 


do it, and in a less time and at a less expense. | 


Mr. HALDEMAN. I withdraw my amend- 


ment, and move to strike out the last two lines. | 
I ask the gentleman from Rhode Island | 


whether his amendment does not provide in 
addition an officer now employed officially in 
collecting statistics in reference to gold mines, 
&c., who shall have the work of the census 
placed in his hands? 
Mr. JENCKES, Notatall. The exclusion 
epplice in the section already adopted to this 
ass of special deputies. 
who are experts, and therefore does not pertain 
to any present officer. 

Mr. WOODWARD. 
mines? 

Mr. JENCKES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WOODWARD. What does the gentle- 
man mean byan expert? | 

Mr. JENCKES. Just this: I presume that 
all the coal from the mines in the gentleman’s 
district goes in a certain direction for sale, 
either by water or rail communication, and is 
sold at certain given points. The mines from 
which the coal comes and where it is sold are 
not in the same district, but in the districts of 
several superintendents. This proposition is 
that special persons shall be appointed for the 


Cc 


It employs persons | 


his district whom the gentleman knows, many 
of whom are engaged in this business, who can 
make an estimate without additional knowl- 
edge. If we have such men to make returns 
of the value of the coal at the mines and at 
the place of delivery we can procure exact 
knowledge in a quicker, better, and cheaper 
mode than any local enumerator who knows 
nothing about it can. That is my idea of an 
expert. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I beg leave to say to 
the gentleman from Rhode Island that accord- 
ing to my understanding of the matter clerks 
who keep accounts of mining and transporta- 
tion of coal and other products are not experts 
in any sense whatever. 

Mr. JENCKES. I mean that they have 
better means of collecting information than 
others not engaged in the busiuess. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Any clerk or any boy 
can do the work of these enumerators. 

I desire to say that in the district in which 


I live, which is a coal mining region, we have || 


a class of men called mining engineers, whose 
business it is not only to survey the mines and 


ascertain the extent to which they have been || 


worked and the skill with which they have 
been worked, but to obtain and write out from 
time to time the statistics of this industry. If 
the gentleman means to obtain technical knowl- 


edge of this class the mining engineers would | 


be the proper individuals to supply it. 

Mr. JENCKES. These are the very per- 
sons we would like to have if we can get them 
for the compensation provided. The man we 
want is the man who has the most knowledge 
on the particular subject on which information 
is sought. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Then the gentleman 
It might not be known what is meant by 
‘‘expert.”’ 

Mr. JENCKES. 


person who knows the most about a business 


to furnish the information required respecting | 
it. In that way we would most readily arrive | 


at really valuable results with respect to min- 
ing and all sorts of manufacturing enterprises. 

Mr. HALDEMAN, I withdraw the amend- 
ment, which I merely moved as a pro forma 
ope. 

Mr. PAINE. I rise to offer an amendment 
to the amendment; to insert in the twelfth line 
of the amendment of the gentleman from 


Rhode Island, after the word “‘statisties,’’ the 


words ‘‘ provided for by this act.’’ I believe 


the scope of the amendment of the gentleman 
from Rhode Island is made much broader 
than it ought to be, and than he himself would 
desire. 
istrict super- 
intendent shall be employed to collect the 


| 
| 


} 
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enumerators can take a census of the 
facturing and mechanical statistics of a djs; 
like that which I represent with such geo, vi 
as would make the results of their worl. 
uable. In addition to that, Mr. Chairman \" 
bill as it now stands, without the amendme,,.. 
makes no provision for an adequate cens:< , 
those manufacturing establishments part 
which are in more than one enumeration d 
trict. ‘Take the case of an iron furnace wor), 
ing its own mine, the mine lying in one ieee. 


Many 


eration district and the smelting-furnao, 
_another. Take the case of a rolling-mijj ,, 
| wire-manufacturing establishment; [ jay... 
_ very large one in my mind, where the rojjj,,.. 


'ing their labor between the two, 


My meaning is to get the || 


'| companies or fire insurance companies, eithe! 


_ At the sixth line he ener that || 
|| the assistants appointed by the 


x op statistical information called for by | 
t 


is act in relation to mines and other subjects ; 


cial and social statistics without any qualifica- 


| tion. The language which he employs not only 


| and in the twelfth line he asks other commer- | 


authorizes the district superintendents to em- | 


ploy these assistants to collect the statistics 


_ provided for by this act, but also and generally 


other social and commercial statistics. This 


| is open to the very objection which I urged to | 
|| the amendment which the gentleman from New | 
Does it include coal | 


York offered a little while ago, that it adds to | 
the scope of the inquiries proposed by this bill | 


for the census-takers. 


I have no idea that the | 


| gentleman from Rhode Island intends to accom: | 
— any such result as that by his amendment. 


1] 


would inquire whether he does? 


| Mr. JENCKES. No; only what is con- 
| templated by this act. 


Mr, PAINE. Then, of course, he will accept 


/my amendment. 


1] 


Mr. JENCKES. 
Mr. HOAR. 


I accept the amendment. | 
I hope the amendment of the | 


| gentleman from Rhode Island will prevail, but | 
|| it seems to me that otherwise it would be better | 
purpose of collecting statistics in regard to coal || to strike out of the bill the whole of schedule | 
nines, I have no doubt there are persons in || No. 4, because I do not believe that ordinary | 


| marine or inland. 


_ to the internal or external commerce. 


millis in one enumeration district and the wi,, 
mill in another; the workmen whose wav, 


| would be included in the census Passing froy 


one to the other of those shops and distri\,,: 


- Q I trust 
therefore, that this amendment will prevail, _ 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to sugges: », 
amendment to the amendment. And | woy|) 
call the attention of the gentleman in ehar, 
of this bill, [Mr. Garrie.p, of Ohio, } and o: 
the gentleman who moved this amendmoy: 
[Mr. Jenckes,] to several subjects which | \, 
not find included in this bill or provided fo j, 
anymanner. Forinstance, ieonie and bankers. 
brokers and brokerage, are entirely omitte; 
from this bill. Section twenty-seven of t);)< 
bill, I notice, has been drawn with a great de,| 
of care, with a view to obtaining correct statis 
tical information from the railroad corporations 
throughout the country; but there is no gee. 
tion that provides for obtaining any informa. 
tion with regard to the banking and brokerage 
business of the country. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Ifthe gentlemay 
will allow me, I will state that when the commi:. 
tee went over that subject it was thought tla 
the report of the Comptroller of the Currenc 
was sufiiciently full to give all that informatioy. 
But since the bill was in print it has been su» 
gested to the committee that there are sowe 
banking institutions outside of those, ay 

robably it would be best to include the who! 
in that section. An amendment has bec: 
prepared for that purpose, and atthe prop, 
time it will be offered; but it is not in order 
now. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Onething more. There 
are a great many private banks and brokers in 
the country who have a great deal to do with 
that which may affect the currency to a great 
extent. Besides, I find no provision in this )i) 
for gathering information from life insurane 


There is nothing of that 
kind in the bill, nor is there anything in regard 
I make 
these suggestions now in order that provision 
may be made for them by way of amendment, 
for there are no schedules now that provide for 
these things. 

Now, sir, I shall move as an amendment to 


| this amendment that schedules of the subjects 





| in the proper place. 
| subjects, much more important than the fish- 
| eries of the United States. 


which I have named shall be added to this bill 
They are very important 


I am not sure 
whether we ought to have schedules prepared 
by the sub-committee on the census or by the 
Committee of the Whole which shall cover al! 
the information in regard not only to the paper 
money but to the gold of the country. bv' 
those gentlemen especially who desire specie 
payments to be resumed should be in favor 0! 


_ making provision for obtaining all the inform: 


ation necessary to enable them to tell the cou- 
dition of the currency of the country and the 


' amount of gold in the country. 


I move now to amend by incorporating 1" 
the schedules ‘‘ banks, ooihenn and brokers, 
life insurance corporations, fire insurance cor 
porations ;’’ and to add a schedule on “ internal 
and external commerce.”’ 

Mr. JENCKES. LI rise to oppose the inser 
tion of that amendment at this place. Ido not 
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»ngte the propriety of including in the bill 
a ibjects indicated in this amendment ; but 
| those subjects are covered by the amend- 


ent proposed by me, which provides for | 


oommercial and other statistics.”’ 


\ir. INGERSOLL. I withdraw my amend- 
ont for the present, giving notice that I shall 
vor such an amendment tothe twenty-seventh 
‘tion. In my opinion the pending section as 
. etands does not include these branches of 
I usiness. : . 

[he question recurring on the amendment 

‘\r, JENCKES, it was agreed to; there being— 
ayes 60, noes 49, 

[he Clerk read as follows: 

sec. 8. And be itfurther enacted, That each district 

perintendent shall promptly supply each enumer- 

» within his district with the instructions issued 
yom the Census Office, the schedules and blanks pro- 
ded for the enumeration of the population and the 

‘lection of the other statistics required by law, 
nd shall give to him, from time to time, all such 

formation and directions as may be necessary to 
nable him properly to discharge his duties. He 

all carefully examine whether the returns of each 
umerator are made in conformity with law; 

id where discrepancies, errors, or Omissions are 

tected he shall require the same to be corrected. 
ile shall make an accurate copy of all the returns 

eived or obtained by him, and he shall dispose 
(the sets of returns as follows: one he shall trans- 

t forthwith to the Superintendent of the Census, 
nd the other he shall earefully preserve, subject to 
e order of the said Superintendent. Heshall from 
ine to time make himself acquainted with the 
‘ogress made by each enumerator in the discharge 

f his duties, and in case of inability or neglect of 

ny enumerator, arising from sickness or other 
use, shall employ a substitute, 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move a verbal 
amendment to the section just read—to strike 
out in the thirteenth and fourteenth lines the 
words ‘‘and he shall dispose of the sets of 
returns as follows’’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
the word ‘which ;’’ so that the clause will read 
“he shall make an accurate copy of all the 
returns received or obtained by him, which he 
shall transmit forthwith to the Superintendent 
fthe Census,’”’ &c. 

Che amendment was adopted. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to amend 
irther by striking out in line fifteen the word 
“other’’ and inserting in licu thereof ‘* origi- 
al’? 

na 





The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
verbal amendments required in this section in 
consequence of the adoption of the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Rhode Island. 
the gentleman will specify those amendments. 
Mr. JENCKES. I move to amend as fol- 
lows: 
After the word “ each,” in line two, insert “‘ special 
deputy and.” 
Insert the same words after the word “each” in 


line nine and in line eighteen, and after the word 
“any” in line nineteen. 


The amendments were agreed to. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to move anamend- 
ment, to which I eall the attention of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Garrievp.] Itisto strike 
out in the twentieth line the words ‘‘ arising 
from sickness or other cause.’’ As I suggested 
yesterday, the eflicieney of this scheme will 
depend entirely upon the ability and efficiency 


Thereare a few | 
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| lishments; 


superintendents all theneecessary blanks, schedules, 
and instructions for carrying into effect the provisions 
of this act, to the end thatdistrictsuperintendentsand 
enumerators may be fully instructed in their duties 
before the time fixed for distributing the schedules 
and for taking the census. 


Mr. JENCKES. The amendment adopted 
makes it necessary to insert the words ‘* special 
deputies’’ after the word ‘ superintendents’’ 
in line six, and I move that amendment. 

Che amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I wish to suggest another 
amendment in line two, to which I invite the 
attention of the gentleman in charge of this 
bill. It reads ‘‘as soon as possible after the 
passage of this act.’’ I move to strike out 
that language ; sothat itwill read ‘‘theSuper- 
intendent of the Census as soon as possible 
after his appointment.”’ 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no objec- 
tion to that. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read section ten, as follows: 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That in the 
course of the twenty days preceding the day fixed 
for taking the census the enumerator shal! deliver 
to each family in his subdivision a family or house 
hold schedule; and to each occupier of a farma 
copy of the farm schedule; and to each owner, pro- 
prietor, or manager of a manufacturing, mechani 
cal, or mining establishment a copy of the schedule 
for manufacturing, mechanical, and mining estab- 
and to the proprietor or manager otf 
each store or trading establishment, a copy of the 
schedule for persons engaged in trade; and it shall 
be his duty to explain to each person to whom he 
may deliver such schedules the objects of the same 
and his obligations in relation thereto, in order that 
the persons receiving said schedules may correctly 
fill the blanks and complete the answers to the in- 
quiries therein by the day fixed for taking the census. 

Mr. McGREW. I move to strike out 
‘‘ twenty’’ and insert ‘‘ thirty,’’ so that it will 
read ‘‘in the course of thirty days.’’ Ido this 
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| increase the expense in that respect, unless an 


because I feel satisfied that the twenty days | 


provided for here is too short a time to perform 
everything required of the enumerator. It 
will be either necessary to adopt this amend- 
ment or to divide up the districts into territo- 
ries so small that you will have to increase the 
number of enumerators to such an extent as to 
increase indefinitely the chances and probabil- 
ities of inaccuracies and want of uniformity. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope that 
amendment will not prevail. Thirty days is 
the time fixed for taking the enumeration, and 
the district superintendents are required to 
divide their districts into subdivisions small 
enougk to allow the enumeration to be made 
in that time. Now, if thirty days be a period 
sufficient for the enumeration, certainly twenty 
days must be sufficient for the distribution of 
the schedules. I will say to the gentleman, 
however, that if we find ourselves mistaken 
Congress will be in session, and before the time 
arrives, if the period fixed is insuflicient, the 
communications Congress will receive on the 
subject will show that to be the case, and the 
time may then be extended. But let us begin 
with the time provided in the bill, and not 


| extend it before it is found that an extension 


of the enumerators, and whenever any one of | 


these officers are found wanting either in ability 
orin attention to their duties, whatever the cause 
may be, the superintendent ought to have the 
power to discharge them and put efficient and 
able men in their places. Within the thirty 
days allowed for this work there will be no time 
to stop and examine the causes of the failure 
of these officers to discharge their duties. I 
submit, therefore, that my amendment ought 
to be adopted. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I see no special 
object to be gained by the amendment, or any- 
‘hing to be lost, and if the gentleman thinks it 
vetter to strike it out let it be done. 

I he amendment was adopted. 

lhe Clerk read section nine, as follows: 

520.9. And be it further enacted, That aa soon as pos- 


“ble after the pesseae of this act the Superintendent 
of the Censuss 


all prepare and furnish to the district 


| twenty days should be allowed. 


is necessary. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. It has been sug- 
gested to me by the Delegate from one of the 
‘Territories that in the Territories more than 


| Territories are very large, and unless you 


multiply the enumerators to a very great ex- 


| tent they will not be able to go round and 
| leave the schedules within the twenty days 


| the time to forty days. 


specified. I would suggest to the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Garrie.p] that it would do no 
harm in the case of the Territories to extend 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I think it will 
probably be found necessary to leave some 
discretion in the hands of the Secretary of the 
Interior or the Superintendent of the Census in 
regard to the Territories and other very sparsely- 
populated districts. But I wou!d not like to 
have it inserted here that there shall be granted 
everywhere, as a rule, more than twenty days; 
and I ask the committee not to increase that 


| number, so that we may not be compelled to | 


|| to the head of each famil 


Some of the | 


extension of the time shall hereafter be found 
to be necessary. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The bill gives the 
Secretary of the Interior no discretion. It 
fixes the time absolutely at twenty days. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I think thax is 
enough as a general rule. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Either a discretion 
should be given to the Secretary of the Interior 
in the matter or the time should be enlarged. 

Mr. McGREW. It will be observed by the 
committee that it is made the duty of the enu- 
merator to travel over the whole territory of his 
district to distribute the blanks and the sched- 
ules, and not only that, but to explain to all 
persons to whom they are delivered their object 
and intent; and I feel quite sure that it will 
occupy quite as much time as it will to take 
the census after the blanks are distributed. If 
thirty days is necessary in the one case it seems 
to me that it is necessary in the other. 

Mr. CULLOM. Will the gentleman allow 
me to make a suggestion ? 

Mr. MeGREW. Certainly. 

Mr. CULLOM. The committee do not under- 
stand that it is the duty of the enumerator as 
he distributes the schedules to explain them 
personally. The explanations will be printed 
upon the schedules themselves, so that there 
will be no time taken up by the enumerators 
in that regard. 

A Memser. Suppose the parties with whom 
the schedule is left cannot read ? 

Mr.CULLOM. They can get a neighbor to 
read it to them. 

Mr. McGREW. It is provided in lines ten 
and eleven of this section that ‘‘it shall be his 
duty to explain to each person to whom he 
may deliver such schedules the objects of the 
same. 


Mr. CULLOM. 


The fact is, however, that 


| the explanation will be printed on the sched- 
| ules themselves, so that the attention of the 


| them up. 


people will be called to every paragraph in 
them, and they will have no difficulty in filling 
Certainly a shorter time will be re- 
quired to distribute the various schedules than 
to collect them afterward, because that is the 
time when explanations of their character wil! 
have to be made by the enumerators, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I withdraw 
amendment to the amendment. 

The question was taken on Mr. McGrew’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. TOWNSEND. I move to amend the 
section by inserting after the word ‘‘to,’’ in 
the third line, the words ‘‘the head of;’’ and 
after the word ‘‘ subdivision’’ the words ‘‘ or 


the 


| in the absence of such head, to an adult mem- 


ber of such family;’’ so as to point out the 
individual to whom the schedule shall be pre- 
sented. It will then read: 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That in the 
course of the twenty days preceding the day fixed 
for taking the census the enumerator shall deliver 
yin his subdivision, or in 
the absence of such head, to an adult member of 
such family, a family or householder schedule, Ac. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. KERR. I wish to offer anamendment 
to this section ; but before doing so | desire to 
make an inquiry of the gentleman who has 
charge of this bill. I would like to inquire if 
his committee have considered whether it is 
really at all necessary to have these schedules 
distributed as proposed by section ten of this 
bill; whether that may not just as well be dis- 
pensed with without in any material degree 
interfering with the effectiveness, complete- 
ness, or value of the result? 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


The committee 


'| did consider that question very carefully, and 


after an examination which was quite extended 


| they came to the conclusion that sending these 


schedules out in advance would have two effects ; 
one very materially to abridge the time that 
would be required to takethe enumeration when 
the time came for doing so, and the other very 
materially to enhance the correctness and value 
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of the retarns. ‘This is the method adopted in 
[ugiand, by which they are enabled to take their 
ensus ina single day. ‘The schedules are sent 
out inadvanee, careful instructions and expla- 
nations in printaccompanying them, so that the 
families may read over and understand them, or 
if they cannot read, then theirneighbors who can 
read may help them, and in that way they will 
be ready to give the desired information when 
the enumerator comes round; and it has been 
found in practice that the majority of the 
echedules have been filled up, so that all the 
enumerator has to do is to glance over them, 
see that they are correct, and if they are, then 
pass on to the next place. 

A gentleman in Illinois, who took the enu- 
meration in 1860, wrote to the committee that 
a careful observation of the time required to 
take each family convinced him that he could 
not average more than one family in ten min- 
utes exclusive of the time required for travel. 
Now, in England the time occupied for a family 
is not half that amount. The committee be- 

ve that this section will accomplish both the 

Ljeects referred to, and it will insure greater 
correetness and will at the same time reduce 
the time and the expense. lt should be very 
sorry to see this section taken out of the bill 
or crippled in its operation. 

Mr. KERR. I move to amend by adding to 
section ten the following proviso: 

Provided, Tnat the Seeretary of the Interior may 
in his diseretion dispense with the distribation of 


suid schedules in such places or districts and to such 


classes of persons as he may think expedient. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Iwill say to the 
gentleman that if he will make that proviso 
apply only to the Territories and the sparsely- 
settled districts it would, in my opinion, be very 
wise. I have intended to offer precisely such 
a proposition; but [ should dislike to have 
the Secretary of the Interior vested with the 
discretion to dispense with this proceeding 
altogether. 

Mr. KERR. 1 would very cheerfully extend 
this provision specifically to the Territories and 
the sparsely-settled portions of the country; 
but my intention is that the Secretary of the 
Interior shall have the discretion to extend it 
wherever else he may think it well to do it. 
Mr. Chairman, the result of my observation in 
matters of this kind is that the people among 
whom papers of this sort are distributed pay 
no attention to them whatever, but wait to be 
personally called upon by the proper officer 
that they may be instructed as to what they 
shall do and how to doit. I think every mem- 


| be so. 


believe one man in ten destroys the blanks left 


_ the man calls for others. 
_ we may have the census taken in a proper way, 
| in order that we may be sure of the work being 


ber on this floor can testify as to himself that || 


when papers of this kind are handed to him by | 


our internal revenue oflicers he pays very little, 
if any, attention tothem until he is personally 
called upon by the oflicer whose duty it is to 
see that they are filled up. 

Now, it is well known to all of us that in 
various sections of the country, not alone in the 
Territories and sparsely-settled districts, but 
in many parts of the country that are most 
densely settled, there are large populations to 
whom it would be simply a vain labor to dis- 
tribute these papers at all. Take, for instance, 
the entire colored population of the South. 
What good end, what public interest, could be 
promoted by handing to them any of these 
papers ? 
sonally called upon by the proper officers and 
all these inquiries addressed to them by word of 
mouth, and the papers will have to be filled upin 
that way. Now, thislarge labor might at least 


he savedif this were left tothe discretion of the | 


Secretary. 
diseretion. I have no fears that it will be 
abused, and I think that no effective result 
will be overlooked by not distributing these 
schedules. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, I am compelled 
to differ from my distinguished friend from In- 
diana as to the motion or suggestion he has 
made, and I hope the gentleman who has 


[ think it well to give him that | 


| 


| 


If there is any portion of this country in which 
They will have in all cases to be per- || 


| the next ten years, asking for admission as 
States, and unless an accurate general census 


| tleman will agree. 
| after the word ‘‘schedules’’ in the amendment 
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charge of the bill will keep itas itis. My ob- 
servation in reference to the sparsely-populated 
portions of the country, as well as elsewhere, 
leads me to believe that this sort of device of 
leaving papers around will save a great deal 
of trouble and time to the enumerators. It is 
almost impossible for the enumerators to col- 
lect this information as to the ages, for in- 
stance, of children without giving some notice. 
An officer might stand for an hour around one 
family without getting any information unless 
they were previously advised by the distribution 
of these papers. 

1 thank my friend for making the suggestion 
in reference to the negro population. Suppose 
these papers are left in the cabins where col- 
ored people reside. We know that they will 
produce some consternation among them, for | 
they will be ignorant of the object of the Gov- 
ernment in seeking them out; but they will go 
to the cabin of some intelligent negro, whom 
they may find within a circuit of thirty or forty 
miles, and learn from him what is wanted, so 
that when the oflicer comes around again they 
will be posted. I think, therefore, that the 
illustration of my friend shows the necessity of 
having this advice to be given in advance. 

In the cabins of the western Territories, 
where they have no Bibles with the records of | 
the ages of the children—a gentleman from | 
the Territories says that they have Bibles there, 
{iaughter;] then in some of the States, if you 
please, where they have no Bibles the officer 
will save time by giving this advice before- | 
hand, for by the time he comes around they | 
will be able to answer as to the ages of their 
children. 

Ido not know what the practice has been 
heretofore in relation to this thing. I presume 
it has been that the enumerators have left these | 
papers in advance, and have afterwards gone | 
round to take the returns. Well, it ought to | 
The gentleman says that the papers | 
are destroyed by the heads of families with | 
whom they are left just as the assessors’ 
blanks are destroyed when the returns are being 
taken for the internal revenue. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, so faras that is concerned, I do not 


for the purposes of the internal revenue; and 
if in any case they happen to be destroyed 
And in order that 


done, and not have it slighted by the oflicer in 
his hurry, pushing from place to place and 
getting imperfect information, I think the bill 
ought to stand as the chairman reported it. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Lofferanamend- | 
ment to the amendment of the gentleman from || 
Indiana { Mr. Kerr] to which | think the gen- | 
I move to strike out all 


and insert in lieu thereof ‘‘in Alaska and the 


| Territories of the United States;’’ so that the | 


! 
| poses to amend will prevail. I 


amendment would read: 


Provided, That the Secretary of the Interior may, 
in his discretion, dispense with the distribution of 
said schedules in Alaska and the Territories of the || 
United States. 

Mr. JENCKES. I must oppose that amend- 
ment, and I shall state my reason for doing so. 


we need an accurate enumeration of the peo- 
le it is in the Territories of the United States. || 
Chey will be coming here, year after year, for 


is taken they will take censuses of their own 
and claim that they have a sufficient popula- 
tion to be admitted. very precaution to 
secure accuracy, I think, should be taken in | 
the Territories which is taken in the most pop- | 
ulous cities, and every care exercised that the | 
enumeration should be perfectly made. I hope 
neither the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Garrre.p]} nor that which is pro- 


The question being taken on Mr. GaRFIELD’S |, 


hundred, and [ entertain no question but ¢) 
| Lam correct in the prediction, this work ¢, 
be just as well done by mail as by sending 


| tory again to collect them. 


| over it asecond time. 


_word ‘‘ trade,’ 


only to the taking of the ninth census. No 
I suggest that to make each section in itself as 
complete as possible it will be better to put 1n 
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amendment to Mr. Kern's amendmen 
committee divided; and there : 
forty-five, noes not counted. 

So the amendment to the amendment w 
not agreed to. pe 

The question being taken on Mr. 
amendment, it was not agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON. I move to amend the 
tion by striking outthe word “ deliver,” in th 
third line, and insertingin lieu thereof Mate 
to bedistributed by mail or otherwise.’ Ther, 
seems, sir, to be a doubt among moe ; 
here whether this section would ‘actu 
quire the enumerator to pass around in 
and make a personal explanation 
family. Now, if that be the right construetio: 
and I think the language requires that constr. 


t, 
were— 


the 
ayes 


oe 
KERR’: 


mle J 
ally re 
person 

5 ua 


to CAG) 


| tion, it seems to me that it would be most). 


surd to require these officers to travel over:)., 
same territory twice within fifty days when tra: 
eling over it once would answer every purp Ha 
I predict that in ninety-nine cases out of , 
in 
: ah 
individual round in person to charge the (oy 
ernment double pay and extraordinary ex 
penses. ‘he friends of the bill protess to jj 


governed by a strict regard to economy, ay\| 


yet they provide here for sending a swarm o} 


-officers through this country to distribute these 


papers, and then to pass over the same terri. 
That may be wise 
and reasonable, but it does not strike me that jt 
is necessary at all. I know that in some cages 
it might be necessary for the officers to go in 
person, but, as 1 said before, in ninety-nine 
cases out of a hundred they can do the busi. 
ness as well by mail. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I would like to makea 
suggestion to the gentleman. I think it would 


| be well to except the State of New Hampshire, 


I think that any man who travels over that 
State once ought not to be required to travel 
[ Laughter. ] 

The gentleman, who is ac- 


Mr. BENTON. 


| customed to the swamps of Illinois, of course 


cannot appreciate the grand scenery of New 
Hampshire. [Laughter.] The gentleman was 
up there once and made application to go 
there again, but they would not encourage him. 
{Laughter.] It seems to me unnecessary that 


| this extraordinary addition of work and ex- 


pense should be incurred. 

The question being taken on the amendment, 
it was disagreed to. 

Mr. CULLOM. I move to insert after the 
’ in line ten, the words ‘‘and 
fisheries.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I move further to amend 
by inserting after the words which have just 
been added on motion of my colleague [Mr. 
CuLiom] the following: 

And to each banking association a copy of the 


|| schedule for banking associations ; and to each banker 
: or broker a copy of the schedule for bankers and 


brokers; and to each insurance company a copy 0! 
the schedule for insurance companies. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I propose that 


| the committee allow the gentleman the privi- 


lege of turning back to this section hereatter, 
should it be necessary, after we have completed 


| the schedules. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. Very well; that will 
satisfy me. I think these amendments should 
be adopted, and I shall press them at the proper 
time. 

Mr. WILLARD. I move to amend this 
section by striking out ‘of his application 
and inserting ‘‘the application of such per 
son.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MAYNARD. This specific bill applies 


Now, 


specific dates rather than to refer to some other 


section of the bill. I move, therefore, to amend 
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* 
+. eaetion by striking out the words ‘day 
od for taking the census’’ and inserting in 
* hereof the words ** Ist day of June, 1870." 
“\ir, GARFIELD, of Ohio. Ihope the gen- 
‘oan will withdraw that amendment. The 
qumittee prepared this bill so that if ten years 
‘mn now Congress should choose to adopt it 


ihe next census it could be done by a sim- 
. joint resolution and not require any change 
the provisions of this bill. Itis simply verb- 
e which makes it more convenient for that 


rnose. 
Ak 


\‘r. MAYNARD. The reason I offered this 
mendment was that from my own experience 
_ reading this bill I found its provisions very 
eonvenient and requiring some considerable 
vamination to enable meto comprehend them. 


think that it would be better to put in the 
precise date in this and the next section rather 

in to use this periphrasis. 

lhe question was then taken on the amend- 

ont of Mr. MAYNARD; and it was not agreed to. 


No further amendment was offered. 
lhe next section was then read, as follows: 


11. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
uty of each enumerator, in the course of the 
ith succeeding the day fixed for taking the census, 
isit personally each family, farm, manufacturing, 
hanical, and mining establishment, store or trad- 
establishment, in his subdivision, and having 
tained, from the occupier, owner, manager, or 
insible agent, whether the schedule or schedules 
vided for the preceeding section have been filled, 
all proceed, in the presence of the owner, occu- 
manager, agent or other responsible person, to 
land verify the same, and, in case of defect, to 
» and correct the same; and in case the said 
hedule or schedules have been mislaid, lost, or 
lected, he shall obtain from some member of each 
‘ily, if any can be found capable of giving the 
mation, but if not, then of the agent or other 
intance of the family, full answers to all the 
uiries relating to families andthe membersthereof | 
quired by law; and he shall obtain from the most 
istworthy sources all information required by law 
‘erning every farm, mill, shop, mine, store, and 
r establishment, institution, or place in his dis- 
t, and when, in either case, the information is 
tained and entered on the schedules, he shall im- 
liately read the same to the person or persons 
rnishing the facts, to correct errors and supply 
iissions, if any shall exist. He shall also, as often 
ynce in five days during the month in which the 
numeration is made, transmit by mail or in person 
the district superintendent in his district the re- 
irns of statistics obtained by him, and before he 
transmits said returns he shall affix his signature to 
ich page of the same, and shall certify that they are 
well and truthfally made, according to law, and all 
isreturns shall be so transmitted within ten days 
{ter the date fixed for the completion of the enu- 
meration, Hleshall not disclose any of the infurm- 
ation which he may obtain in accordance with law to 
uy person or persons excet his superior officers, nor 
shall it be lawful to use said information, or any part 
thereof, as evidence in any court, for or against any 
person furnishing the same to theenumerator, except 
as provided in section fuurteen of this act. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move toamend 
by inserting in line five after the word ‘* estab- 
lishment’? the word ‘ fishery.”’ 


(he amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I wish also to 
ake a verbal amendment—a correction of a 
clerical error—in the seventh line. 

Mr. CONGER. Before the gentleman pro- 
ceeds further I would like to make asuggestion. 
| do not find in this bill any provision in regard || 
to the statistics of the lumber trade, a very im- 
portant branch of business. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. That will come 
under the head of manufacturing industry. 

Mr. CONGER. No, sir; there is a very 
large quantity of lumber, square timber and 
timber of various kinds, that would not come 
under the head of manufactures. 

_ Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. At any rate, this 
is not the proper place to correct any omission 
of that kind if such an omission exists. When 
we come to the schedules, if the gentleman 
should find these matters are not included and 
will offer an amendment to include them | 
certainly shall not object. 

Mr. CONGER. I call the attention of the 
gentleman also to the fact that these schedules 
make no mention of petroleum, rock oil, &e. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The mining | 
statistics I think will embrace those subjects ; || 
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if not we can supply the omission at the proper 
time. 

Mr. CONGER. More than that; there is 
no mention of wild game, fur, and peltries. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 1 doubt whether 
we can inthis matter go into the question of the 
hunter's skill, but all such questions will prop- 
erly come up hereafter. [ move a verbal 
amendment to correct the text of the section 
by inserting at the end of the seventh line the 
word ‘*in.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The amendment 
of the gentleman from Rhode Island [Mr. 
JENCKES | already adopted requires that there 
shall be added to this section a clause which he 
has drafted, and I move to amend by adding 
the following: 

In districts where special deputies shall have been 
appointed they shall severally perform the duties 
required of the enumerators by this section in the 
collection of statisiical information called for by this 
act. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I move in the twenty- 
fourth line to strike out the words ‘in accord- 
ance with law’’ and to insert in lieu thereof 
the words ‘‘in pursuance of this act.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I move the following, 
to come in as an additional section: 


Src.—. And be it further enacted, That the Superin- 
tendent of the Census shall require and obtain from 
each and every banking association in the United 
States and Territories thereof full statistics of the 
condition and business of each of said associations 
for the year ending the Ist of June, 1870; and said 
superintendent shall require and obtain from each 
and every insurance company in the United States 
and Territories thereof full statistics of the condition 
and business of cach of said insurance companies for 
the year ending the Ist of June, 1870; and he shall 
also require and obtain from each banker and broker 
and from each express and telegraph company full 
statistics of the business of such banker, broker, and 
express and telegraph company for the year ending 
on the Ist of June, 1870. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope my friend 
will withbold his amendment until we reach 
section twenty-seven, where things just like 
this are provided for. To insert it here will 
mar the bill. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I do not wish to spoil 
the harmony of the bill, and I will therefore 
withdraw my amendment. 

‘The Clerk read section twelve, as follows : 


Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That any district 
superintendent or enumerator who, having taken 
and subseribed the oath required by this act, shall, 
without justifiable cause, neglect or refuse to per- 
form the duties enjoined on him by this act, or shall, 


| without the authority of the superintendent, com- 


municate to any person not authorized to receive the 
same any statistics of property or business included 
in his return, shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and upon conviction shall forfeit the sum 
of $500; or if he shall willfully make a false oath it 
shall be deemed perjury; or if he shall willfully 
make false certificates or fictitious returns he shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor; and upon con- 
viction of either of the last-named offenses he shall 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding $5,000 and be 
imprisoned not exceeding two years. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I move to amend that 
section by striking out the words ‘shall will- 
fully make a false oath it shall be deemed 
perjury,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words ‘‘shall knowingly or willfully swear or 
affirm falsely shall be deemed guilty of perjury, 
and on conivetion thereof shall be subject to 
the penalty of perjury now provided by law.’’ 
I call attention to the fact that the words 
‘* knowingly or corruptly’’ are always inserted 
in the laws defining the crime of perjury. It 
has been omitted here, I have no doubt, through 
inadvertency. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. This is precisely 
the language of the old law. 

Mr. BINGHAM. No, sir. The law of 1825 
uses the words ‘‘ knowingly and willfully.”’ 

Mr. JENCKES. I call the attention of the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bryenam] to the 
fact that in his amendment he has not quoted 
the statute correctly. 

Mr. BINGHAM. To which statute does the 
gentleman refer? 


Mr. JENCKES. If thisamendment passed 


71 


it would be entirely ineffectual, because there 
are three statutes of the United States which 
punish willful and false swearing. It is neces- 
sary, in order that an indictment may stand, 
that the crimes shall be distinetly specified. 
The statute to which L suppose the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Bincuam] intends to refer is 
that of 1790. 

Mr. BINGHAM. No. I reter to the act 
of 1825. It did not oceur to me that there was 
any but one general penalty ranning through 
the existing statutes for the crime of perjury. 
If there be different penalties prescribed for 
the crime of perjury in the laws of the United 
States now in force it has escaped my observa- 
tion. If such be the case that part of the 
amendment can be corrected. 

Mr. JENCKES. There is a different pun- 
ishment; and it is a somewhat singular thing, 
and I call the attention to it of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Bixenam] as chairman of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, that this contra 
diction should have been allowed to stand in 
our system of criminal laws for so long a 
period. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I am willing to modify 
my amendment so as to make it read, ‘on 
conviction thereof shall be subject to impris- 
onment for a period of not more than one year 
and not less than five years.”’ 

Mr. JENCKES. [I move to amend the 
amendment by substituting the penalty pro 
vided by the act of 17990, ** subject to impris- 
onment for a period not exceeding three years, 
and a fine not exceeding $800.”’ 

Mr. BINGHAM. I accept that. 

Mr. JENCKES. The actof 1790is the only 
one that defines perjury. The act of 1825 
defines false swearing and provides a different 
punishment. A further punishment provided 
is that the offender shall stand in the pillory 
for a period not exceeding one hour. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Wedo not want that part 
of it. 

The question being taken on Mr. Bive- 
HAM’S amendment modified by the substitution 
of the words taken from the act of 1790, it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. STRICKLAND. 


section as follows: 


I move to amend the 


In line nine strike out the word “of” and insert 
in lieu thereof the words “not exceeding;” and 
strike out the word “the ” and insert “ a.” 

The effect of this is that for a fixed penalty 
of $500 I would substitute as a penalty ‘‘a 
sum not exceeding $500.’’ It is obvious that 
all offenses will not be equal; but the penalty 
is fixed and positive—$500, irrespective of any 
distinction in the offenses. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
objection to that. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I move to insert after the 
word ‘‘willfully,’’ in the eleventh line, the 
words ‘and knowingly ;’’ so that it will read 
‘* or if he shall willfully and knowingly make 


There is no 


| false certificates or fictitious returns,’’ &c. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JENCKES. I move to insert after the 
word ‘‘ superintendent,’ in line two, the words 
‘* special deputy ;’’ so that it will read: 


See. 12. And be it further enacted, That any district 
superintendent, special deputy, or enumerator who 
having taken and subscribed the oath required by 
this act shall without justifiable cause neglect or 
refuse to perform the duties enjoined on him by this 
act, &e. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read-the next section. as follows: 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That if any dis 
trict superintendent shall by any arrangement or 
understanding whatever secure to himself any fee, 
reward, or compensation as a consideration for the 
employment of any person as enumerator, or shall 
in any way secure to himself any part of the com 
pensation provided in this act for the services of any 
enumerator, he shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and on conviction shall be fined not less 
than $500 nor more than $3,000, in the diseretion of 
the court. 


Mr. UPSON. I move to amend the first 
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part of this section by striking out the words 
‘* by any arrangement or understanding what- 
ever. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. That is right, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I move to insert after 
the word ‘‘conviction,”’ in the eighth line, the 
word *‘ thereof.’’ 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to insert before 
the word * secure,”’ 
‘* receive or.’’ 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. MAYNARD. 
insert after the word 
‘*dollars.’’ The amendment is merely verbal. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JENCKES. I move to insert after the 
word ‘‘any,’’ in line six, the words ‘* special 


deputy or.”’ That is merely verbal, to conform | 


to amendments already made. 

The amendment was agreed to, 

Mr. BIRD. I move to insert after the word 
‘enumerator,’’ in lines five and seven, the 
words ‘‘or clerk.’’ IL presume that was 
intended by the committee, and that it is a 
mere clerical omission. 
see the importance of it, and [ trust the com- 
inittee will adopt the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. The amendment of- 
fered by the gentleman from Tennessee makes 
it imperative that the same change should be 
minmade in the fifth line. I therefore move to 
amend the fifth line so as to read, ‘‘ shall in any 
way receive or secure,’’ &c. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. That is right. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


No further amendment was offered to the | 


thirteenth section. 
lhe next section was read, as follows: 
sec. 14. And beit further enacted, That each and 


every person more than twenty yearsof age belong- | 


ing to any family residing in any enumeration dis- 


members of any such family, then any agent of such 
family, shall be, and each of them hereby is, required, 
if thereto requested by thesuperintendent, districtsu- 


perintendent, or enumerator, to render atrueaccount | 
to the best of his or her knowledge of every person | 


belonging to such family, in the various particulars 
required by law, on painof forfeiting $100, to be sued 
for and recovered in an action of debt by the super- 
intendent or district superintendent, tothe use of the 
United States. And every person, firm, or corpora- 


tion is hereby required, if thereto requested by the | 
superintendent, district saperintendent, or enumer- | 


ator, to give true and complete answers to any in- 
quiries authorized by law, on pain of forfeiting thirty 
dollars, to be sued for and recovered in an action for 
debt by the superintendentor district superintendent 
to the use of the United States. 


Mr. WILKINSON. J move to amend the 
last sentence of this section by striking out the 
words ‘‘ person, firm, or’’ and inserting after 
the word ‘* corporation’’ the words “‘ and every 
oflicer or agent thereof.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I move to further amend 
the same sentence by striking out the words 
‘‘on pain of forfeiting veg h! dollars’’ and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

{clating tothe business or affairs of such corpo- 
ration. And in case of the refusal or neglect of 
any such corporation or the officer or agent thereof 
to give all such answers when requested as aforesaid 
so todo such corporation shall forfeit and pay the 
sum of $5.000 for each refusal pr neglect to give the 
said auswers as above required, 

I think it is perhaps due to the committee 
to say that many of the corrections that were 
made in the original bill were either left out in 
the copy that was sent to the printer or mis- 
takes have been made by the printer in the 
bills laid upon our tables. This amendment 
is intended to correct one of them. The com- 
mittee never thought of imposing so light a 
penalty as thirty dollars upon the great rail- 
road, express, and telegraphing corporations 
of this country for refusing to give the inform- 
ation required. It is looked upon and was 
looked upon by the committee as of the utmost 
importance that this class of statistical inform- 
auon should be obtained. I am, told by the 


in line three, the words | 


In line eight I move to | 
‘‘hundred’’ the word | 


essen 


‘gentleman in charge of the bill that this is a 


misprint in the bill. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I wish to say just one 
word in regard to a single class of corpora- 
tions, the railroad corporations of this coun- 
try. Unless some severe penalty be imposed 
upon such corporations for a refusal to give 
this information | know that it will be very difli- 
cult to obtain it; yet no information which the 
people of this country can receive will be so 
great a benelit as the information in regard 
to these mammoth corporations. Why, Mr. 


| Chairman, | apprehend that if this information 


could be accurately obtained it would appear 
that to-day the States of lowa and Minnesota 
alone are paying annually for the transporta- 


| tion of the single articie of wheat at least ten 


million dollars more than ought to be paid. I 
believe correct statistics on this subject would 
make such a showing as would startle this coun- 
try in regard to the influence of these monopo- 
lies upon the industrial interests of the nation. 
I believe that an exhibition of the facts in 
regard to this matter would awaken a spirit of 
indignation all over the land which would 


|| demand that the national Government should 


E 2 || take hold of these mammoth corponations and | 
Kivery gentleman will || 


restrict their power to plunder the people of the 
products of their industry. Tor this reason I 


' desire that a penalty of $500 shall be fixed for 


every refusal to give this information—not for 
the refusal which any corporation may make 
in the aggregate, but for every refusal which 


| these corporations shall make to the request of 
|| the authorities appointed to obtain this inform- 
| ation. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to oppose the 
amendment, which in my view is not coextens- 
ive with what I regard as the radical defect in 
the structure of this section. 


commented upon. Now, it is very obvious that 


! , : ‘e are mi stances are a fai iv 
iriet,and in case of theabsence of the headsand other |! there are many instances where a failure to give 


the information ought not to be visited with any 


' such penalty ; and on the other hand there are 


vases which we can readily conceive where the 
visitation ought to be heavier. For example, 
the bill contemplates that each person more 


| than twenty years of age, of either sex—such 
| is the language of the section—shall give this 


information when called upon. Under this pro- 
vision a young lady who may be alittle reticent 


/on the subject of her age is visited with pre- 


cisely the same penalty as the official of a cor- 
poration who withholds information in order 
that the nature and extent of the business of 
a large and valuable monopoly may not be 
understood by the public. 


I think, therefore, there should be more || 


flexibility, more elasticity to the law as it affects 
the community. The reins should be larger. 
I think the amendment might be carried fur- 


_ ther, and I hope it will be done. 


Mr. JENCKES. I rise to oppose the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee for the 
purpose of making the same objection to it that 
he has made to the original amendment; that 
is that it does not cover the case. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I have not offered any 
amendment. 

Mr. JENCKES. Then I move to amend 
the amendment of the gentleman from Minne- 
sota. His amendment reads ‘‘and in case 
of the refusal or neglect of any such corpor- 
ation or the officer or agents thereof to give 
all such answers when requested as aforesaid 
so to do,’’ &c. Now, it does not specify the 
officers who are required to give the inform- 
ation, or upon whom the penalty should be 
imposed if the information is not given. Of 
course in case of complaint or indictment under 
that language the first answer of the officer of 
the corporation would be that he was not the 
party who was to give the information. 

Mr. WILKINSON. The penalty applies to 
the corporation. 


Mr. JENCKES. In order to make the cor- 


| in this section. 


It provides in | 
‘the first instance a forfeiture of $100—just 
| that and no more—in every case and all cases. 
| The forfeiture of thirty dollars has been already 
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poration liable some default must be shown } 
its responsible officers, and it seems to mee 7 
those responsible officers should be specified 
i I propose, therefore, to have 
inserted the words, *‘the president, tres ' 
urer, secretary, general agent, or mana nd 
director ;’’ so that they shall be subject to an 


| indictment if they do not answer the questions 


provided for in this act. 
Mr. WILKINSON I will accept the gen. 
tleman’s amendment in lieu of my own. 
Mr. JENCKES. Then I move to strike ont 
all after ‘‘whatever,’’ in line thirteen, ‘and 
insert: 


The president, treasurer, secretary, general arent 
or managing director ofevery corporation from wl . 
answers to any of the schedules provided by thie... 
who shall, if thereto requested hy the superinteny 
ent, district superintendent, special deputy, or ey, 
merator, neglect or retuse to give full and compl; , 
answers to any inquiries authorized by this act. en.) 
officer shall forfeit and pay a sum not less than sy) 
and not exceeding $10,000, to be recovered in all ens. 
in any court of competent jurisdiction to the use ¢ 
the United States. . 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I offer the following 
/ amendment: ' 


Strike out after the word “‘law,’’ in the ninth lin, 
the words *‘on pain of forfeiting $100, to be sued jo. 
and recovered in an action of debt by the superin. 
tendent or district superintendent to the use of th, 
United States,’ and insert in lieu thereof the word 
** Whoever shall willfully refuse shall be guilty of , 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof. sha 
forfeit a sum not exceeding $100.’’ ' 


The amendment was agreed to. 
° 


Mr. JENCKES. A formal amendment has 
to be made on this section, at line seven, by 
inserting the words ‘‘ special deputy’’ after the 
word ‘‘superintendent.’’ I move accordingly. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLARD. I move to amend by 
striking out the word ‘‘law,’’ in the nintl; 
line, and inserting the words ‘ this act.’ 

Mr. WILKINSON, The words “ by law” 


| were purposely inserted rather than the words 
| suggested by the gentleman from Vermont, 


[Mr. WiLLarp;] because other acts may be 
passed which may impose duties on these 
officers as well as this one. We thought it 


| better, therefore. to use the general expression. 


Mr. WILLARD. I think that in several of 
the sections which we have gone over the 


/same amendment or change of phraseology 


which I now propose has been adopted; and 
my reason for offering this amendment was to 
make this section conform to the others. |: 
seems to me that any penalty to be imposed 
should be a penalty for the violation of this 


‘act, and not of any other act. 


The question being put on Mr. Wittarn’s 
amendment, it was not agreed to. 

No other amendment being proposed to the 
fourteenth section, the Clerk read the next 
section, as follows: 


Src. 15. And be it further enacted, That all. fines 
and penalties imposed by this act may be enforced 


| in the courts of the United States within the State, 


‘Territory, or district where such offenses shall have 
been committed or forfeiture incurred. 


Mr. JENCKES.: I move to amend by in: 
serting after the word ‘‘ enforced’? in the sec- 
ond line the words ‘‘ by indictment or appro 
priate action in Jaw.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. LAWRENCE moved to add the follow: 
ing as & new seclion: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Interior may require the officers herein authorize! 
to procure and report, in such manner and unde! 
such regulations as he may prescribe, any other i! 
formation and statistics he may deem proper. At! 
the Secretary of the Interior may require, unie! 
such rules and regulations as he may prescribe, fro! 
any officer of the Government of the United 5tates 
a report of any and all information and_ statistic 
within the knowledge or control of such officer. Ant 
the Secretary of the Interior may require, under 
such rules and regulations as he may prescribe, {rol 
any officer acting under the authority of any State 
a report of all information and statistics within tic 
knowledge and control of such officer. 


1 hope I may have the attention of the com 
mittee for a very short time while I say a tew 
words in support of this amendment. 
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Iam perfectly aware of the objection which 
. be raised to my amendment, that it con- 
. very large powers upon the Secretary of 
interior. It undoubtedly does; but itseems 
e that after the discussion which we have 
i here it isapparent thatit will not be possible 
ther all the information and all the statistics 
we ought to have unless we invest the 
avetary of the Interior with power to collect | 
ch additional information and statistics as in 
< iudgment may be proper. It is impossible 
+ us to enumerate in a bill all that it may be | 
fund desirable to, have. I think it is a 
‘ficient answer to the objection which I 
we anticipated that the Secretary of the 
interior is a gentleman who will not abuse any 
wer that we may intrust to him. Heisa 
ventleman whose great learning and ability we 
cliknow, and in whose judgment and discretion 
we can all confide. It issoimportant that the 
yformation to be collected should embrace 
verything of interest to the people of the 
untry within the general scope of this bill 
that it is better to intrust the Secretary of the | 
Interior with these enlarged and additional 
powers than to run the risk of failing to have 
that which we ought to secure. 
It will be seen that the amendment which I 
have submitted embraces three propositions. 
ln the first place it provides that the Secretary 
(the Interior may gather, through the officers 
provided in this bill, the information and sta- 
stics he may deem proper. ‘This will supply 
y omissions in the provisions of the bill, 
rhich with all our foresight cannot be made 
In the next place it authorizes the 
Secretary of the Interior to call upon every 
llicer of the National Government for such 
uformation and statistics as he may have within 
his control. It may be desirable to gather 
rom some of the Departments of the Govern- | 


neriect. 


'! 


of gathering some of the materials required to 
be collected by the enumerators provided for 
in this bill. 

Many of the States have created the office 
of statistician whose labors furnish facts which 
could be collated with greatadvantage. Among 
the ablest of these 1 may name a distinguished 
gentleman of my own State, Hon. EK. D. Mans- 
field, to whose valuable labors, extensive re- 


search, and great attainments, shown in his | 


annual reports, the people of Ohio and the 
country cannot give too much credit. We had 


| a Commissioner of Statistics under the authority 


of Congress, and something might be collated 
from his labors. 

One word more as to another feature of this 
bill. I believe we would secure greater econ- 
omy and efliciency by employing the oflicers 
of the internal revenue system to take the cen- 
sus. Let the assessors and collectors of each 
congressional district perform without addi- 


| tional compensation the duties devolved by 


this bill on district superintendents. Let the 
assistant assessors, with such others as may be 


| required, take the enumeration of the people 


and gather the statistics, and make the com- 
pensation the same as the enumerators provided 
for in this bill. But I will not discuss this 
now. I trust the amendment I have submitted 
may be agreed to. Many railroad returns and 


| other corporate returns are made to State offi- 


ent here at Washington or elsewhere many | 


acts of great value. There is much valuable 


information within their control, which may || 


e prepared, collated, condensed, and incor- 
porated into the statistics which are to be pub- 
shed. There is much information in the 
l'reasury Department, and in fact in all the 
Departments, which if properly collated and 
presented would be very valuable to the people | 
{the country. Let us have the statistics of 

ihe Army and Navy during the last decade; of | 


ithe volunteers and drafted men; of the soldiers | 


illed in battle; of those who died of disease 


t wasted away in southern prison pens; the | 


extent and character of our national ceme- 


teries; the number of pensioners; the statistics | 


f our great battles; the troops furnished by 
each of the States and Territories, with other 


cers. ‘They are sworn returns, and contain in- 
formation of a very important and reliable 
character which can be obtained and thereby 
enable us to dispense with the necessity of tak- 
ing much of the enumeration provided for in 
this bill. 
for the consideration of this committee, for | 


|| think they are sufliciently important to deserve 


their consideration. 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope that this amend- 
ment will not be insisted upon by the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] just at this 
time. He as well as other members of the 


| committee will observe that further on in this 
| bill we have provided particularly and specific- 


valuable matter which should be within the | 


reach of every citizen. 


The statistics of the Treasury Department, | 


dispersed in inaccessible and voluminous re- 
ports, constitute a sealed book to the people 
now, 
so as to be accessible to all the people. Let 
them know the operations of the tariff and 
internal revenue laws, the expenditures of the 
Government in war and peace, the facts of 
ommerce, finance, and banking during the 
‘astlen years. Letus have all that pertains to 
‘he interests of labor and agriculture, these 
greatest sources of national and individual 
wealth. Letus have the statistics of immigra- 
ou, the settlement of the public lands, and a 
great variety of facts which I cannot now con- 
sider, but which the mature labor and pro- 
‘ound research of the Secretary of the Interior 
could present in a valuable and desirable form. 

, then my amendment provides further that 
4¢ Secretary of the Interior may call upon 
uy oficer acting under State authority for any 
‘ntormation he may possess. I apprehend that 
‘his will be found to be an economical arrange- 
ment, Already in many if not most of the 
States official reports are made of the resources | 
and operations of railroad, insurance, tele- 


graphic, and other corporations, which might | 


These could be classified and condensed | 


ally for all the important items of information 
upon the various subjects which ought to be 
treated of ina census bill. Now, 1 have as 
much faith in the ability, good sense, and judg: 
ment of the Secretary of the Interior as has the 
gentleman from Ohio; but at the same time if 
we undertake to require anything in this bill 
we ought at least to reasonably limit the author- 
ity of the Secretary of the Interior with refer- 
ence to these provisions. 

One provision of the section which the gen- 
tleman proposes requires that the Secretary 


| of the Interior shall ask of the officers of the 


Government for such information as he may 
deem necessary, and to incorporate it in the 
census publications. I believe we already have 
enumerated for publication and distribution all 
the information which it is necessary to obtain 
from the various Departments of the Govern- 
ment. 

Now, I do not think it is wise to give so 
large a latitude of discretion to any oflicer of 
the Government. 
tleman to withdraw his amendment until we 


and twenty-seven and the amendments which 


| the committee propose to offer to those see- 
tions, and which I think will cover all the | 


points the gentleman desires to cover or which 
are important, 

Mr. INGERSOLL, 
gentleman from Iowa [Mr. ALLison] that we 


| can vote upon this proposition now as well as 


| at some future period. 


Every member is as 
well prepared now to vote upon the proposition 
to enlarge the power of the Secretary of the 
Interior as he will be at any future time. Let 
us have a vote upon it now. 

Mr. ALLISON. One word further. It 
seems to me that if we allow any diseretion to 
the Secretary of the Interior or the Superin- 
tendent of the Census it should bea discretion 


| have thrown out these suggestions | 


I would suggest to the | 


| officers. 
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to the particular subjects that the bill contem- 
plates shall be inquired about. Neither of 


| these oflicers should be allowed to range over 


the whole country, and to include in these cen- 


| sus returns particular information with reter- 


ence to any and every subject that in his judg- 

ment ought to be comprehended in a census. 

I think, therefore, that tiis provision is entirely 

too latitudinous in its character and will cover 

toomany things. lhope it will not be adopted. 
The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. SCOFIELD. I move to amend by 
striking out the last word of the pending sec 
tion. I make this motion for the purpose of 
explaining another amendment which I may 
have no opportunity todebate. Task the Clerk 


| toread the twenty-third section of the act under 


which the census of 1850 was taken. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

** And be it further enacted, That if no other law | 
passed providing for the taking of the eighth or any 
subsequent census of the United States on or betoro 
the Ist day of January of any year when, by t! 
Constitution of the United States, any future enum 
eration of the inhabitants thereof is required to be 
taken, such census shall in all things be taken and 
completed according to the provisions of this act.”’ 


Mr. SCOFIELD. It will be observed, Mr. 
Chairman, thatif this bill should fail and no 
other take its place, the census would be taken 
under the act of 1850. Not only the census 
of 1850, but the census of 1860, was taken 
under that act; and all prior censuses were 
taken under acts substantially similar with 
reference, at least, to all the machinery em- 
ployed. I like the act of 1850 much better 
than the present bill. I like its machinery 
much better. We have now four sets of Uni- 
ted States officers—the marshal and his assist 
ants, the commissioner of bankruptey, the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, with his 
assistants, and the assessors, with their assis 
ants. We now propose to add to these four 
setsof United States oflicers the district suy 
intendents and the enumerators, making tiv 
sets ; and | donot know how many more sets of 
officers we are to have before the session isovet 
to swarm through our congressional districts, 

It brings to my mind the remembrance o! 
Dr. Sangrado in Gil Blas, whose whole system 
of practice consisted in giving his patients more 
warm water after he had drawn from them more 
and more blood. Here the cryseems to be for 
more and more offices. The constant prescrip 
tion seems to be let us us have more Iederal 
Ve have now Iederal officers who 
have taken the census eight different times in 
this country, who have taken the census the 
first time it was taken and the last time it was 
taken, and all the intermediate times. They 
have done their duty well. 

| have heard some gentlemen say that the 
last census was not welltaken. I have forgot 
ten under whose direction the census was taken, 


super 


| but Ll am sure that every one who has studied 


that census must admit that it was well taken. 
If any gentleman will look at the schedules 
under that census he will find that they are far 


| superior to those provided for in this bill. | 


I especially request the gen- || 


believe that the machinery under which that 


| census was taken was better than that which is 
shall have fully considered sections twenty-six || 


| oil. 


now proposed. In looking at these schedules 
[ find that one of the most important products 
of my State is not provided for at all. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I suppose the 
gentleman refers to the ‘‘ poor man’s hight.’’ 

Mr. SCOFIELD. If any friend wants me 
to name it I will tell him that I do refer to rock 
But I do not say this by way of complaint, 
nor for the purpose of criticising the skill and 
ability with which the bill has been prepared. 
I know how ungracious it is for some gentle 
men who do not understand the subject ver) 
well to come in and criticise the action o! 
committee which does. I do not prop 
criticise their labors, but I do ia 
opposed to their machinery. I do notlike the 
multiplication of officers. Heretofore we have 


} 


. . ? : . ‘ 
had one set of officers, und now it ls proposeu 


se 
eT ar 
Bay that 1 ain 


12 gan . + , | ‘ oe ° . . ‘ > > 
¢ secured in a form to supersede the necessity || to require additional information with reference || to give us four or five sets. 
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Mr. WILKINSON. Does the gentleman 
suppose that we have a set of marshals sufii- 
cient in number to take this census? 

Mr. SCOFIELD. We have about fifty-two 
inarshals, and they with the assistants which 
they are authorized to appoint under the act of 
i850, are sufficient to take this census. ‘These 
marshals have their deputies already appointed, 
and if they are not enough additional ones can 
be appointed, 

As I stated yesterday, this bill will require 
nearly four hundred thousand dollars more in 
one item for the same service that was required 
by the actof 1850. Inow withdraw the amend- 
went I offered, and move to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill. I have made my 
remarks on the amendment which I have with- 
drawn because the rules do not allow debate on 
the motion I now make, although I trust debate 
will be allowed by general consent. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 
I desire to say— 

Phe CHAIRMAN. 
batable. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Willthe gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Scorretp) renew 
his amendment, that I may speak on it? 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Will there be any objec- 
tion to debate? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. — I object. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Then Lwithdraw my mo- 
tion and renew my amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I rise to oppose 
the amendment offered. I regret we had not 
this motion made at the beginning of the ses- 
sion of the committee, in order to save time 
if that motion should be found to express the 
pleasure of the committee. I regret, also, if 
that should be the case, that the House should 
find itself in this difficult position. If the 
committee which was intrusted with the work 
of preparing this bill have made a mistake 
in doing their work, if they have done their 
work badly, if their work ought to be rejected, 
then their failure is probably fatal to any im- 
provement on previous censuses. For it is | 
uow too late to have a better bill. We must 
take this bill in the main, with such amend- | 
ments as the House may make on it, or take 
the old law entire, slave schedules and all. I 
very much regret that the House of Represent: | 
atives did not get a committee more entirely | 
under the influence of economical consider- 
ations; one that was wiser ; one that would have 
brought in ‘the poor man’s light ;’’ one that 
would have prepared as good schedules as were 
prepared for the census of twenty years ago. 
‘The gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Scuo- 
riELD | says that we have not got as good sched- 
ules; that our machinery is notas good; that 
the committee, instead of profiting by the past, | 
have made the worst use they could of the past. | 
If we are in this sad situation I ask the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole to determine the question 
now, whether we are to go further with the bill 
or not? 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I withdraw the amend- 
ment, and renew the motion to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. If that should prevail 
it will be the duty of the committee to rise and 
report the omebinnek: 

lhe question being put on the motion to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill, it 
was not agreed to. 


rhe Clerk read the next section, as follows : 
_ Sere. 16, And be it further enacted, That the super- 
intendent, his chief clerk, district superintendents, 
and enumerators are hereby authorized to transmit 
through the post oflice any paper or document relat- 
ing to the census, by writing thereon “official busi- 
ness—eensus, 
addition to his name of his official title; but this 
privilege shall extend to nothing but documents and 
papers relating to the census, which shall pass free. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I movetostrike out 
that section. Ido it for the purpose of testing 
the sense of the House on the qu@stion of the 
franking privilege. The abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege has been strongly recommended 
by the Postmaster General and by the Presi- | 


This motion is not de- 





| 
and subscribing the same, with the | 
| 


dent of the United States. Here is an attempt 
to extend the franking privilege. By this sec- 
tion it is proposed to extend it to a large addi- 
tional number of officers. I make the motion 
to strike out with a view of testing the sense 
of the House on the question preliminarily to 
reporting a bill to abolish the tranking privi- 
lege altogether. 

Mr, GARFILLD, of Ohio. I desire to say 
in response to the gentleman from Illinois that 


that this correspondence will be sent 


a mouon to strike out this section is no test of || 


the question of abolishing the franking privi- 
lege. We might leaveit out, but that would not 
affect the general question at all. The commit- 
tee put the section in here, first, because it was 
in the old law, and second, because if the trank- 
ing privilege be retained at all it ought to be 
_retained here. If by an act which the gentle- 
man shall report—and I say in advance that if 


it be properly framed I shall vote with him if | 


he votes for it—we shall abolish the general 


franking privilege this will fall with that act. | 


Do not let us strike out this section when we 
may not abolish the franking privilege every- 
where. Let us rather leave itin, and then when 
we come to act on the general question as a 
matter of course a bill to abolish the franking 
privilege will abolish it here as well as else- 
where. 

i say, therefore, that the gentleman's motion 
is no test question, and I shall vote against it, 
though I am in favor of abolishing the tranking 
privilege. 

Mr. COBB, of North Carolina. I move to 
amend the section proposed to be stricken out 


by striking out all after the word ‘‘enumer- | 


ators,’’ in line three, down to the end of the | 
section, and inserting in lieu thereof ‘* shall 


make out a true account, properly verified, of || 


| the amount actually expended for postage on 


Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the super- 
intendent, his chief clerk, district superintendents, 
and enumerators shall make out a true account, 
properly verified, of the amount actually expended 
for postage on their official correspondence, which 
amount shall be allowed to them. 


postage expenses; but Iam decidedly opposed 

to any further extension or enlargement of the 

franking privilege. I think the officers who 

take the census should be allowed their ex- 

| penditures for postage, as my amendment pro- 
0S8eS8. 

' Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise simply to say 
| that I shall be entirely satisfied with the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Cons,] and if it prevails I will 
not insist upon my motion to strike out the 
section. It is manifestly proper that these 
| officers shall be allowed their necessary post- 
age. But it seems to be hardly proper to ex- 
dend the franking privilege when shortly it will 
be proposed to abolish it entirely. Tor one I 
am decidedly in favor and earnestly hope that 





the President and the Postmaster General. I 
desire to test the correctness of the estimate 
of the Postmaster General as to the amount 
of saving that the abolition of the franking 


sons now entitled to the franking privilege, 
of whom several thousands are postmasters. 





Then there are ex-Presidents, internal revenue | 


officers, &c. And it is here proposed to in- 
crease the already large number of officeholders 
entitled to the franking privilege when I had 


direction. Now, let us begin right here; and 
I ask every member who is in favor of the 
abolition of the franking privilege to vote with 
me on this question. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to ask my col- 


|league [Mr. Farysworrn] if this section | 


| should be stricken out will it bring about the 
reform he desires? Under the law now are 
not all the letters and documents addressed to 





rivilege will produce to the Government. | 
There are thousands and thousands of per- | 


hoped we were on the eve of a reform in that | 


| Department, and the correspondence se 
him will be governed by the same rule. 





December 10, 
the Secretary of the Interior on official jy¢; 
ness allowed to go through the mails tenet 
postage? And would not the enumer * 
and superintendents connected with the Censue 
send their communications to the Secretary of 
the Interior free of postage, even if this sec;, 
should be stricken out? — 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I do not unde 


alors 


rstand 
: : to the 
Secretary of the Interior, but to the Superin. 
tendent of the Census. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. He is in the same 


nt to 


The question was then taken on the amend. 
ment of Mr. Cons, of North Carolina; and j; 


| was not agreed to. 


The question was then taken upon the motion 


| of Mr. Farnsworrtu to strike out the section: 


and upon a division—ayes twenty-eight 
not counted—it was not agreed to. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I move to amend jy 
adding at the end of the pending section tho 
following: : 

And any superintendent, clerk, district superjy 


» hoes 


| tendent, or enumerator who shall use or exercise 


| officers connected therewith ; 


this privilege for any purpose other than the lez 


° : ° >. zith 
mate discharge of the duties of his office shal] |) 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conyic 
tion shall forfeit asum not exceeding $10). 


Mr. ALLISON. That is all right. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to amend by inserting 
after the word ‘‘ census,’’ near the end of the 
pending section, the words ‘‘ and directed to 
;’? so that the last 


| sentence will read: 


But this privilege shall extend to nothing but 
documents and papers relating to the census, and 
directed to officers connected therewith, which shal! 


|| pass free. 


their official correspondence, which amount | 
| shall be allowed to them ;"’ so that it willread ;: | 


I do not desire that these officers who take 
the census shall be required to pay their own | 





Congress will follow the recommendation of || 








Mr. JENCKES. I wish to suggest an in. 
quiry to the gentleman from New York, { Mr. 
Davis.] Suppose that any of the enumerators 
wish to send by mail some of their inquiries, 
or that the district superintendents wish to send 
by mail some of the schedules to different par- 
ties, should these officers be obliged to pay 


| postage in such cases ? 


Mr. DAVIS. If these officers wish to relieve 
themselves in that way trom the labor of per- 
forming their duties let them pay the postage. 
Unless a restriction such as I propose be 
inserted these officers may carry on the whole 
of their private correspondence without paying 

ostage. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. <A considerable 
portion of the statistics required to be taken 
under this bill are to be obtained by the cen- 
tral office through the means of direct corre- 
spondence, without sending an enumerator, 
thus saving expense. If this amendment pre- 
vails the Superintendent of the Census would 
be required to pay a very large amount of post: 
age on blanks, schedules, and letters of inquiry 
sent through the mails and wholly devoted to the 
business of thecensus. I hope my friend trom 
New York will not press his amendment. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. JENCKES. I move to amend by insert: 
ing after the word ‘‘ superintendents,’’ in line 


| two, the words ‘ special deputies.’’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I move that the committee 
rise. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope my col: 
league will withdraw that motion until the next 
section has been read. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Very well; I withdraw 't. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I renew the motion that 
the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. 
Dawes reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, pursuant to 
order, had had under consideration House 
bill No. 424,to provide for taking the ninth 
census of the United States, and to fix the 
number of members of the House of Represent 
atives and to provide for their future appor 
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“onment among the several States, and had 
some to no resolution thereon. 
} 


CUBA. 


Mr. WARD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to introduce a petition signed by sev- 
nty-twO thousand citizens of the State of New 
York, asking Congress to accord belligerent 
‘chts to the people of Cuba and the recogni- 
on of their independence. I ask that the 
-otition be read, as it is very brief. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The rules provide 
how petitions shall be presented. ’ 

The SPEAKER. The rules also provide 
that petitions may be presented on the floor 

‘the House if there be unanimous consent or 
by a suspension of the rules. Is there objec- 


ir. FARNSWORTH. Yes, sir; I object. 
\ir. WARD. I withdraw the petition for 
present, and give notice that [ shall on 
Monday next move to suspend the rules for 
e purpose of presenting it. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on 
Unrolled Bills, reported that they had exam- 
ed and found truly enrolled House bill No. 
i. to relieve certain persons therein named 
1m the legal and political disabilities imposed 

v the fourteenth amendment of the Constitu- 

n of the United States, and for other pur- 

ses; when the Speaker signed the the same. 

ADJOURNMENT OVER, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE moved that when the House 
adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. J suggest that the 

ssion of to-morrow be for debate alone, as 
there are several gentlemen who desire to be 
he ard. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I cannot agree to that. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
i8, noes 83. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. ALLISON, (at 
three o’clock and forty minutes p. m..) the 
House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, HTC, 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
inder the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. BLAIR: The petition of J. Turmidiff, 

., and 400 others, citizens of the third con- 
gressional district of Michigan, for the passage 
of an act granting pensions to soldiers of the 
war of 1812. 

By Mr. BURR: A petition of citizens of 
his district, asking repeal of import duty on 
raw hides. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts: The 
petition of Samuel Kilborn, for refunding 
twelve cents per day deducted from his pay 
while employed in Brooklyn navy-yard. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Kilborn, to be 


refunded twelve cents per day deducted from: 


his pay in Brooklyn navy-yard for one hundred 
and seventy-five days. 

Also, the petition of Hannah Hubbard, for 
back pension. 

By Mr. BURCHARD: The petition of A. 
H. Treat and others, of Polo, Ogle county, 
Illinois, for the repeal of the duty on hides. 
_ By Mr. CAKE: A memorial of citizens of 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, numerously 
signed, in favor of protection to home industry, 
in which Congress is reminded that the ques- 
tion of protection to American labor is in the 
hands of American mechanics and laborers, 
and that those who favor a reduction of the 
duty on the great staples of the country will be 
met at the polls by those who can and will 
control the elections. 

By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: A petition of 


etter-carriers of Milwaukee, for increase of 
compensation. 


_By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: Petitions of 


citizens of Ashtabula, Ohio, asking that new 


artificial limbs be given to maimed soldiers 
every five years. 

By Mr. HOAG: The memorial of W. H. 
King, A. P. Ferris, and others, of Fulton 
county, Ohio, for the repeal of the duties on 
imported hides, &c. 

Also, the memorial of Bogert & Hart, Bowes, 
Brooks & Co., and others, of Lucas county, 
Ohio, for the repeal of the duties on imported 
hides, &e. 

By Mr. KNOTT: The petition of John T. 
Damson, for pension as soldier of the war of 
1812. 

By Mr. LOGAN: The petition of Rear Ad- 
miral Joseph Lanman, for difference of pay 
between commodore and rear admiral. 

By Mr. MORRILL, of Maine: The memorial 
of W. J. Keays, for arrears of pay as an officer 
of the United States Army in the late civil war. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Illinois: A petition 
praying for the relief of Thomas E. Scott, late 
postmaster at Cerro Gordo, Illinois. 

By Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri: A peti- 
tion of citizens of Missouri, asking the estab- 
lishment of a post route in Missouri. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Missouri, ask- 
ing that import duties on hides be remitted. 

By Mr. McNEELY: The petition of Jep 
thah Wilson and 90 others, citizens of Brown 
county, Illinois, for the removal of 
on hides. 

By Mr. POMEROY: A petition of 
of Cerro Gordo county. lowa, for the re 
duty on foreign hides 

By Mr. ROGERS: The petition of William 
S. Norman, of Union county, Arkeusas, pray 
ing for removal of di 


all duties 


ti citizens 


pe ul of 


isabilities, 

Also, the petition of William A. Grace, of 
Jefferson county, Arkansas, praying for re- 
moval of disabilities. 

Also, the petition of James H. Hawley, of 
Jefferson county, Arkansas, praying for removal 
of disabilities. 

Also, the petition of H. G. P. 
Union county, Arkansas, for removal of dis- 
abilities. 

By Mr. SWANN: A memorial from certain 
citizens of Baltimore, in reference to the ac- 
knowledgment of the independence of Cuba 
and the granting of belligerent rights to that 
people. 

By Mr. UPSON: The petition of William 
Ingram and 33 others, citizens of Summit 
county, Ohio, asking for the repeal of the duty 
on hides. 

By Mr. WELKER: The petition of Godfrey 
Schur and 26 others, citizens of Ashland county, 
Ohio, asking the removal of the tariff on for- 
eign hides. 

Also, the petition of C. W. Horr and 32 
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presented the following resolation; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War bedireeted to 
obtain and transmit to this House full information 
as to the condition of the breakwater in the harbor 
of Hyannis, in the State of Massachusetts, with an 
estimate of the amount necessary to repair the sam 

CONTINGENT FUND. 

Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, pre 
sented the following resolution ; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to com 
municate to this House in detail the expenditures of 


the contingent fund since the commencement of the 
present Congress, to whom, for what purpose, and in 


| what sums to each individual any part thereof has 


others, citizens of Lorain county, Ohio, on the | 


same subject. 
By Mr. WILLIAMS: A petition for the relief 
of John B. Chapman. 
WITIIDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


The following notice for leave to withdraw 
papers was given under the rule: 

By Mr. FINKELNBURG: A memorial of 
the city of Carondelet, Missouri, concerning 
certain lands occupied by the United States for 
military purposes. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SaturDay, December 11, 1869. 
The House met st twelve o’clock m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burien. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 


Prayer 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


I rise for the | 


purpose of calling up the regular order; but | 


before doing so I am willing to yield to several 


gentlemen who desire to introduce by unan- | 


imous consent matters for reference. 


HARBOR OF IYANNIS. 


| 


been paid. 
ZIEGLER VS. RICE. 
Mr. BURR presented papers relating to the 


| contested-election case of Ziegler vs. Nice, in 


the ninth district of Kentucky; which were 
referred to the Committee of Elections. 
MANUFACTURING TAX ON PROVISIONS. 

Mr. COX. I offer the following resolution, 
and move that it be referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be requested to report a bill repealing the so-called 
manuiacturing tax on provisions and a joint resolu 
tion so explaining the present law as to relieve the 
trade in provisions from the present interpretation 
of the law by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue 


The motion was agreed to. 
IMPORTATION OF LUMBER 

Mr. TANNER, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 494) to regulate the 
importation of lumber on our northern, norih 
eastern, and northwestern frontiers ; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

NAME OF NATIONAL BANK. 

Mr. WOODWARD, by unanimous consent, 
introdueed a bill (H. RK. No. 495) to change the 
name of a national bank; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency. 

LEGAL-TENDER 

Mr. INGERSOLL, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 496) authorizing 
an additional issue of legal-tender notes tothe 


NOTES. 


| amount of $44,000,000, and for other purposes ; 


which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CULLOM. I thought we had that bill 
up & morning or two ago. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. And you may have it 
up for two or three mornings more. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 1 move that it 
be referred to the Committee on Banking and 


| Currency. 


| reference. 


| vious question ; an 


Mr. RANDALL. Would an objection to 
the introduction of the bill be sufficient to 
delay it? 

The SPEAKER. Notat this stage. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania is not in time. 
The gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. Incersou. | 
introduced the bill and moved to refer it, and 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ganrrievp] has 
ofiered an amendment to the motion to refer, 
which has been entertained. 

Mr. COX. I think the House had better 
postpore the discussion of this question of 
It will take some time. The mat- 
ter ought to be ventilated. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I move the previous 
question. 

The motion was put on seconding the pre- 
there were—ayes 58, noes 
7; no quorum voting. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I hope the gentleman 


from Illinois will withdraw the bill and bring 


| it up at some other time. 


Mr. BUFFINTON, by unanimous consent, | 


The SPEAKER. The bill is before the 
House. 

Mr. JUDD. I cail for the reading of the 
bill. 


The Clerk read the bill. The first section 
authorizes and directs the Secretary of the 








4 OAR btn rere 


CB whee 


76 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


‘Treasury, in addition to the United States legal- 
tender notes heretofore issued under former 
acts of Congress, to issue like notes of the 
denominations heretofore issued, and in such 
proportions as he may deem best, to the amount 
of $44,000,000; S10.000,000 of said notes to 
« issued within thirty days after the passage 
of the act; $10,000,000 within sixty days after 
the passage of the act; $10,000,000 within 
ninety days after the passage of the aci, and 
the remaining $14,000,000 within one hundred 
and twenty days aiter the passage of the act. 
Lhe second section directs the Secretary of the 
lreasury with the said notes to purchase any 
of the gold interest-bearing bonds of the Uni- 
ted States, at the lowest rate at which they 
cau be procured, to the amount of $44,000,000, 
or as much thereof as he can purchase with 
the notes authorized to be issued by the act; 
and it further directs the Secretary to cancel 


‘ 


the bonds purchased under the act, and destroy | 


the same in the manner provided by law. 

lellers were ordered on seconding the pre- 
vious question; and Mr. Garrieip, of Ohio, 
and Mr. Ranva. were appointed. 

lhe Mouse divided ; and the tellers reported— 
yes ninety-seven, noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded, 

Hie main question was then ordered to be 
put, being first upon Mr. Garrieup’s amend- 
ment 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move that the bill be 
laid on the table 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Is the bill before 
the Llouse? 

The SPEAKER. It is, and subject to the 
disposition of the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I eall for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. COX, If the gentleman from Pennsyl- 


vania | Mr. Scorretp] wants a decision of the | 
Himuse upon the question of inflating the cur- | 


reney or contracting it, now is the time to get it. 

Mr. CULLOM., 
mentary inquiry. If this bill is not laid on 
the tab!e will it then be in order to refer it to 
ane of the committees? 


the SPEAKER. 


which the previous question has been ordered. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I desire to make a par- 
linmmentary inguiry. I suppose all of us who 
want an inflation of the currency will vote 
against laying this bill on the table. 

lhe SPEAKER. That is not a parliament- 
ary inquiry. 

fhe question was upon ordering the yeas 
and hayes. 

lhe yeas and nays were ordered. 

(he question was taken upon laying the bill 
onthe table; and there were—yeas 64, nays 8), 
not voting 58; as follows: 

). ky AS— Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Asper, Bailey, Bea- 
nan, Benjamin, Biggs, Bird, Blair, Boyd, George 
{. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Butiinton, Cox, Dawes, 
Hixon, Donley, Duval, Ferriss, Finkelnburg, Fisher, 
‘iurficid, Gets, Haldeman, Hoar, Hooper, Jenckes, 


I desire to make a parlia- | 


The question will then | 
recur upon the motion to refer the bill to the | 
Committee on Banking and Currency, upon | 


James Brooks, Cake, Churchill, Clarke, Cleveland, I} committee, and to move that it be Oo 
|| be printed. 


Clinton L. Cobb, Conger, Dickey, Ela, Fox, Golla- 
day, Greene, Haight, Hale, Hambleton, Hamill, 
Hiays, Hill, Hopkins, Hotchkiss, Thomas L. Jones, 
Logan, Lynch, Marshall, McNeely, Eliakim H. 
Moore, Jesse H. Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Morris- 
sey, Packer, Palmer, Phelps, Potter, Roots, Sanford, 
Sawyer, Schenck, Schumaker, Shanks, Sherrod, Slo- 
cum, Stiles. Swann, Trimble, Van Auken, Van Horn, 
Voorhees, John T. Wilson, and Winchester—#8. 


So the motion to lay the bill on the table 
was not agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on 
the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. 


| GARFIELD, ] to amend the motion of the gentle- 


man from Illinois [Mr. Ixcerso11.] by striking 
out ‘* of Ways and Means”’ and inserting ‘‘ on 
Banking and Currency ;’’ so as to provide that 
the bill shall be referred to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency. On this question the 
main question has been ordered. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I call for the yeas and 
nays on this question. I do so for this reason : 
of the six members of the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency who have voted four have 
voted to lay the bill on the table. Therefore 
I do not want to have the bill sent to that com- 
mittee. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, would it be in 
order, before the vote is taken, to have read 
the rules making provision as to the distribu- 


' . . . . . 
| tion of business to the two committees nowin 


| question ? 


Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kerr, Ketcham, Knapp, | 
latlin, Lash, MeGrew, Mercur, William Moore, | 


samuel P, Morrill, Mangen, Myers, O'Neill, Poland, 
iiandall, Reading, Reeves, Scofield, Porter Sheldon: 
John A. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Starkweather, 
—tevens, Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, Townsend, 
lwiechell, Ward, Cadwalader C, Washburn, William 
i.W poh Sure, Wheeler, Willard, Winans, and Wood- 
ward--t4, 


NAYS—Meassrs. Allison, Armstrong, Arnell, Beatty, | 


Bennett, Boles, Burchard, Burdett, Burr, Benjamin 
i, Hacier, Roderiek R. Batler, Calkin,Cessna, Amasa 

arnsworth, Ferry, Fitch, Gilfillan, Griswold, Ham- 
ilton, Hawkins, Hawley, Hay, Heaton, Hiflin, Hoag, 
Hoge, Holman, Ingersoll, Johnson, Alexander H. 
Jones, Judd, Julian, Knott, Lawrence, Loughridge, 
Mayham, Maynard, MeCarthy, MeCormick, Me. 
Crary, Morgan, Negley, Niblack. Orth, Packard, 
Paine, Peters, Pomeroy, Prosser, Riec, Rogers, Sar- 


Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Cowles, Crebs, Cullom, Davis, | 
Jdoweese, Dickinson, Dockery, Dox, Dyer, Eldridge, | 
i: 


cent, Lionel A, Sheldon, Joseph 8. Smith, William | 
J. Smith, William Smyth, Stevenson, Stokes, Stone, | 
Strader, Sweeney, Taffe, Tanner, ‘Tillman, Tyner, | 


Upson, Van ‘Trump, Welker, Wells, Whittemore, 
Witkinson. Williams, Eugene M. Wilson, Witcher, 
und Woeed—so, 

NOL VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Archer, Axtell, 
Danks, Barnum, Beck, Benton, Bingham, Bowen, 


} 
' 


? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be. That 
would be in the nature of debate; and the 
main question has been ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the aflirmative—yeas 99, nays 57, not voting 
55; as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Armstrong, Ar- 
nell, Asper, Bailey, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, 
bird, Blair, Boles, Boyd, George M. Brooks, Buck, 
Buckley, Buflinton, Burchard, Calkin, Clinton L. 
Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Cowles, Cox, Davis, Dawes, 
Dixon, Donley, Duval, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, 
Finkelnburg, Fisher, Fitch, Gartield, Getz, Halde- 
man, liale, Hamilton, Lawley, Heaton, Hiflin, 
Hoag, Hoar, Hooper, Jenckes, Judd, Julian, Kel- 
ley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kerr, Ketcham, Knapp, 
Laflin, Lash, McGrew, Mercur, Eliakim II. Moore, 
Jesse Il. Moore, William Moore, Morgan. Samuel P. 
Morrill, Mungen, Myers, Niblack, O’Neill, Orth, 
Packard, Peters, Poland, Pomeroy, Randall, Read- 
ing, Reeves, Sargent, Scotield, Porter Sheldon, 
Worthington C. Smith, Starkweather, Stevens, 
Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, ‘Tanner, 
‘Lownsend, Twichell, Upson, Ward, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Welker, Wheeler, Wilkinson, Willard, 
Williams, Winans, and Woodward—(), 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Beck, Bennett, 
Burdett, Burr, Benjamin F. 
Butler, Cessna, Amasa Cobb, Cook, Crebs, Cullom, 
Deweese, Dickinson, Dockery, Dox, Dyer, Eldridge, 
Gilfillan, Griswold, Hawkins, Hay, Hoge, Holman, 
Ingersoll, Johnson, Alexander Il. Jones, Thomas 
L. Jones, Lawrence, Loughridge, Maynard, Me- 
Carthy, McCrary, Negley, Paine, Phelps, Rice, 
Rogers, Sawyer, John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, 
William Smyth, Stevenson, Stone. Strader,Sweeney, 
Tatfe, ‘Tillman, Trimble, Tyner, Van ‘Trump, Wells, 
Eugene M. Wilson, Winchester, Witcher, and 
Wood = 57. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs.Archer, Axtell, Banks, 
Barnum, Benton, Biggs, Bingham, Lowen, James 
Brooks, Cake, Churchill, Clarke, Cleveland, Dickey, 
Lila, Fox, Golladay, Greene, Haight, Hambleton, 
ILamill, lays, Hill, Hopkins, Hotchkiss, Knott, 
Logan, Lynch, Marshall, Mayham, McCormick, 
MeNeely, Daniel J. Morrell, Morrissey, Packer, 
Palmer, Potter, Prosser, Roots, Sanford, Schenck, 
Schumaker, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Sherrod, 
Slocum, William J. Smith, Stiles, Swann, Van 
Auken, Van Horn, Voorhees, William B. Wash- 
burn, Whittemore, and John T. Wilson—®d. 


So theamendment of Mr. GarrieLD, of Ohio, 
was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Incer- 
SOLL’s motion, as amended, to refer the bill to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency ; and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was referred ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


VIRGINIA. 
Mr. PAINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a ques- 
tion of privilege. I am instructed by the Com- 


mittee on Reeonstruction to present to the 
House certain testimony submitted to that 


Butler, Roderick R, | 
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: rdered to 
It refers to the case of \ irginia, 


‘The motion was agreed to. 

NEUTRALITY. 

Mr. DAVIS asked unanimous consent 1, 
submit the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the President be requested to infor, 
this Louse whether in his judgment any further len : 
lation of Congress is necessary to enable the Ex... 
tive to secure a more perfect neutrality in any stp, = 
gle between a European Power and its Americe, 
colony whenever the latter is seeking in good faith 
by revolution to assert the right of self-governmen : 
to the end that the hospitality and privileges of the 
ports of the United States may not be extended ;, 
oy party to the prejudice or exclusion of th, 
other, o 


Mr. WOOD objected. 
PORT WASHINGTON, WISCONSIN, 
Mr. ELDRIDGE, by unanimous consent, 


submitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and ig 
hereby, directed to furnish to the House of Repro. 


| sentatives, as soon as expedient, all information in hj 


possession in reference to the harbor at Port Wash. 
ington, in the county of Ozaukee, in the State os 
Wisconsin, including the report of the engineer of the 
survey, estimates, &c., for the improvement ani 
completion thereof, and any and all other informa. 
tion in his Department in relation thereto. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA, 


Mr. SCOFIELD, by unanimous consent, sub. 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the supervising architect of th; 
Treasury Department be requested to take into eon- 
sideration the erection of a suitable building in the 
city of Erie, State of Pennsylvania, for the accom 
modation of the United States courts and Goverp- 
ment offices located there, and to make estimates o! 
the cost thereof, and to report by bill or otherwise. 


DISPENSING WITH INFORMERS. 

Mr. MERCUR, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No, 497) to dispense with) 
spies and informers in the internal revenue 
service; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

SALE OF LANDS"IN CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. SARGENT, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 498) for the sale o! 
certain lands in the State of California; which 
was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Publie Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 


PAYMENT OF BOUNTY. 

Mr. MOORE, of Illinois, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 499) to 
authorize the payment of bounty to certain 
volunteer officers of the Army who served in 
the late war for the suppression of the rebel: 
lion; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

LAND DISTRICTS IN NEVADA. 

Mr. FITCH, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 500) to create addi 
tional land districts in the State of Nevada; 
which was read a first and second time, an! 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

STATE OF TENNESSEE. 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I offer the fol: 


lowing resolution, and move that it be referred 
to the Committee on Reconstruction : 


Whereas it is alleged that the constitutional law: 
of the State of Tennessee, which were made and 
adopted by her loyal citizens, and which were a 
cepted by the Congress of the United States as the 
conditions upon which the said State was restore 
to its practical relations to the union of States ; and 
whereas in the late election for Governor, members 
of the General Assembly, and other officers in thet 
State, the constitution and laws have been shame- 
fully, openly, and defiantly violated, ignored, an 
trampled upon, and the election itself a fraud upon 
the loyal people of the State, placing them at the 
mercy of the late rebels in arms—— 


Mr. WOOD. Is it in order to object to the 
consideration of this resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Nr. WOOD. ‘Then I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
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York objects to the resolution, and it is not 
fore the House. 

CHARLES PITCHER. 
Mr. COOK, by unanimous consent, intro- 


pe 


duced : y 
Charles Pitcher; which was read a first and 


<econd time, and referred to the Committee of 


‘laims. 
— RIGHTS OF VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr. PALMER, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No, 502) to amend an act 
entitled ‘‘An act declaring and fixing the rights 
of volunteers as a = ot the Army ;’’ which 
was read a first anc second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

NATURALIZATION LAWS. 

Mr. HAY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 503) amendatory of 
the naturalization laws of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CULLOM. I eall for the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
‘tself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

lhe motion was agreed to. 

NINTIL CENSUS 

(he House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Dawes in the chair, ) and resumed 
the consideration of House bill No. 424, to pro- 
vide for taking the ninth census of the United 
States, and to fix the number of the members 
of the House of Representatives and to provide 
for their future apportionment among the sev- 
eral States. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee 
rose yesterday it had proceeded as far as the 
sixteenth section, which was pending, and will 
now be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Src. 16. And be it further enacted, That the super- 
intendent, his chief clerk, district superintendents, 
and enumerators are hereby authorized to transmit 


through the post office any paper or document relat- | 


ing to the census, by writing thereon “ official busi- 
ness—census,” and subscribing the same, with the 
addition to his name of his official title; but this 
privilege shall extend to nothing but documents and 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move to strike 
out all after the word ‘‘ that,’’ at the beginning 
of the section, and insert in lieu thereof the 
following : 

Aeceurate accounts shall be kept by the superin- 
tendent, the district superintendents, and enumer- 
ators of expenses incurred by them for postage upon 
all official letters and other documents and commu- 
nications sent. by them through the mails in the 
discharge of their duties, which amounts shall be 
allowed them by the Secretary of the Interior when 
properly certified. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I make the point 
of order on that amendment that a motion to 
strike out the section was voted down yester- 
day, and a motion to strike out now is not in 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion to-day is to 
strike out and insert; the motion yesterday was 
to strike out. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
also a motion made yesterday to strike out and 
insert? I understand that this same proposition 
was voted down when moved by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Coss. } 

The CHAIRMAN. A motion to strike out 
and insert one. matter voted down does not 
preclude a motion to strike out and insert 
different matter. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
proposition in substance. I do not know but 
that it may differ in form. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move to amend the 
section proposed to be stricken out by adding 
thereto what I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

rhe Clerk read as follows: 

And any person who shall send, or cause or attempt 


to be sent free through the mails, by virtue ere 
Visions of this section, any paper or document which 


a bill (H. R. No. 501) for the relief of | 


I move that the | 


Was there not | 





It is the same : 
|| many other members assure me they have,bad 





does not wholly relate to the census, shall, upon con- 
viction in any court of competent jurisdiction, be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and punished by 
fine not exceeding $500), or imprisonment not exceed- 
ing six months, or both, inthe discretion of the court. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. My colleague [Mr. As- 
PER] tells me that there has already been an 
amendment adopted to this section something 
like the one I propose to offer. I was not aware 
of that fact. I would ask how it is? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the 
amendment already adopted. 

Che Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

And any superintendent, clerk, district superin 
tendent, or enumerator who shall use or exercise 
this privilege for any purpose other than the legiti- 
mate discharge of the duties of his office shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conyie 
tion shall forfeit a sum not exceeding $100. 


Mr. MARSHALL. If it be now in order I 
desire to move to amend the amendment just 
now read by inserting after the word ** forfeit’’ 
the words ‘ for each offense.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. That amendment will 
not be in order. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will 
amendment to the section. 

The question recurred upon the amendment 
of Mr. larnsworru. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. It was claimed last 
evening, during the brief discussion which then 
took place upon this proposition to extend the 
franking privilege to this large class of oflice- 
holders, that the striking out of this section 
would make no difference, because all this cor- 
respondence would be sent to the Secretary 
of the Interior, and in that way would be car- 
ried free through the mails. But that does 
not cover the ground. ‘The principal corre- 
spondence under this bill would be between the 
enumerators and district superintendents. No 
correspondence would take place between the 
enumerators and the Secretary of the Interior, 
or even between the enumerators and the 
Superintendent of the Census. This section 
proposes substantially and in reality to create 
a large army, I cannot tell how large, of persons 
who will be entitled to the franking privilege. 
‘There will be as many district superintendents 
as there are members and Delegates in the 


withdraw my 


House of Representatives, all of whom will be | 
| entitled to the franking privilege. 


L | there will be a much larger army of enumera- 
papers relating to the census, which shall pass free. || 


And then 


tors acting under these district superintendents, 
all of whom will be entitled to the franking 
privilege under this bill. Now, that would 
involve the same opportunity for those frauds 
which it is charged by the Postmaster General 
are so common all over the country, by forging 
the name of the person entitled to the franking 
privilege by those who are not entitled to it. 
Very few postmasters will know the hand- 
writing of the enumerators, or of the district 
superintendents of the census. 

lor instance, John Smith is a district super- 
intendent; another man sends a document 


through the post office and writes upon it ‘‘ offi- | 





cial—census, John Smith, superintendent.”’ 
The postmaster does not know that handwrit- 
ing; he does not dare to arrest that letter or 
open it, because possibly the frank is genuine. 
That is the way in which frauds are now perpe- 
trated upon members of Congress and others 
who are entitled to the franking privilege. I 
presume almost every member has had returned 
to him through the dead-letter office commu- 
nications purporting to have been franked by 
himself, but actually forgeries. We cannot tell 
who wrote those franks; we cannot tell whois 
guilty of this fraud. The pretended frank is 
not stamped, but actually written. I have had 
documents returned to me in that way; and 


returned to them in the same way documents 
with forged franks upon them. Mr. Chairman. 
the Postmaster General has informed Congress 


| that in his opinion $5,000,000 can be saved by 


eo 


abolishing the franking privilege. If $5,000,000 
can be saved in this way, then the franking priv- 
ilege ought to be abolished. Itcertainly ought 


| not to be enlarged as proposed in this bill. 


| course goes free. 
| plate that correspondence will take place 


| the pension agent and his clerk. 
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Mr. WOOD. TI would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Illinois a question. When the 
Postmaster General was a member of this 
House did he not use the franking privilege as 
liberally as anybody; and did he ever intro 
duce any proposition to restrict or abolish that 
privilege? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I do not know how 
the fact may be in regard to that matter. It is 
very likely he did use the franking privilege to 
the same extent as other members. I too 
have used the franking privilege as largely as 
a great many other members, and without 
introducing any proposition to abolish it. | 
did report last winter from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads a bill to correct 
abuses in regard to this matter, and among 
other things to cut off the privilege now enjoyed 
by the people of sending letters and documents 
free of postage to officers of the Government 
who are entitled tothe franking privilege. That 
part of the bill was struck out ; but a section 
was adopted abolishing the use of the fac simile 
stamps as franks. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desire to inquire of 
the gentleman whether under the existing law, 
without any provision in this bill, all the per 
sons connected with taking the census could 
not send their letters and documents free to 
the Department at Washington? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Not under this bill 
if this section were stricken out. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. But under existing laws 
could not persons corresponding with the De 
partment send their letters free? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Nocorrespondence 
between the enumerators and the district super 
intendents, or the Superintendent of the Census. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I speak of correspond 
ence between them and the department here. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Under the old cen 
sus law this franking privilege was secured. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Under the general law. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman 
knows as well as I do that any commnunica 
tion sent to the Secretary of the Interior of 
This bill does not contem 
between the Secretary of the Interior and thic 
persons engaged in taking this census. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Nolarge expense would 
be likely to be incurred by correspondence 
between these enumerators and the Superin- 
tendent of the Census. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I do not pretend to 
say what the expense would be. I do not put 


| my opposition upop the ground that it would 


largely increase the expense, but on the prin- 
ciple of the franking privilege. 

I was going on to say that the Postmaster 
General has stated to the House and the coun 
try that he ean save $5,000,000 by the aboli 
tion of the franking privilege, and that recom 
mendation has been approved by the President. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. Chairman, if I under- 


| stand the amendment of the gentleman from 


Illinois, it proposes to pay the postage bills of 
these enumerators and district superintendents. 


| I am of opinion that the gentleman has not 


properly considered what a door he opens for 
fraud in adopting that course in lieu of the pro- 
visions of this bill. We have under existing 


| lawsa good many officers who are allowed their 


postage by the Government and paid in money. 
| have had during the last wen oceasion to 
look a little into the working of that thing in 
the Pension Bureau of the Government, where 
there is, as everybody knows, a great deal of 
correspondence. The law pays the postage 
bills of all pension agents in the country. On 
coming to look at these biils I found while 
some of them do not exceed nine dollars 2 
month there were others where the correspond- 
ence would seem to be no heavier the bills ran 
up to forty or fifty dollars a month. Their 
correctness alone depends on the statement of 
That princi- 
ple prevailed during the war so faras the rovost 
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Marshal General and his assistants were con- 
cerned. They were allowed their postage, and 
whatever bill they presented was allowed and 
paid. In some districts these bills were ten times 
as large as they were in other districts. Andit 
came to the knowledge of some of the author- 
ities thateven clothing, boots, &c.,were bought, 
und bills rendered for them under the name of 
postage. 
which will make the Government pay for post- 
age one hundred times as much as it would 


under the provisions of this bill. These parties | 


will have this privilege but a few days. The 
enumerators cannot be in office for a period 
exceeding sixty days, and it is not to be pre- 


sumed that in that time they can frank and | 


pass through the mails, especially after the 
pepal amendment attached to the bill on the 


inmotion of the gentleman from Illinois, many | 


letters in a way to defraud the Department. 
But suppose they do; that fraud costs the 
Government nothing. We will pay no more 
for carrying the mails in that case than we 
will if this provision is struck out. 


amendment of the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
l'anxsworti] prevails the postage account in 
carrying out this bill will be enormous and far 
bevond what that gentleman entertains any 
idea of. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH, 
correctness of the statement of the gentleman 
from Missouri[ Mr. Bensamin | that my amend- 


ment is going to incur a larger expense to the | 


Government than would the granting of the 
franking privilege to these officers. ‘lhe gen- 
tleman says that this would not cost the Gov- 
ernmentanything. If that beso, then the frank- 
ing privilege does not cost anything. ‘This is 
the franking privilege, and it is the extension 
of it toa new batch of officers. The Postmaster 
General says that the franking privilege costs 
the Government $5,000,000; that if it were 
abolished he could save that amount to the 
Government, and that he hopes to be able to 
signalize his administration by reducing the 


Department. 

Now, sir, without pretending to say whether 
| believe the Postmaster General is accurate 
in his estimate or not, I will say this, that he 
has got very much the advantage of us before 
the people of the country in the argument. He 
is at the head of the Post Office Department ; 


he has made this statement to the country ; he | 


lollows it up by a very cogent and pointed argu- 


ment which is very likely to strike conviction | 


io the minds of the people at large, and we can- 
not stand before the people of the country in 
the face of that argument and statement of the 
Vsstmaster General if we go on extending the 
iranking privilege instead of abolishing it; and 
it certainly does not look much like abolishing 
the franking privilege for the House to be pass- 
ing a bill here extending it to three or four 
thousand new officers. 

The provisions of the amendment which I 
have offered would enable these officers to be 
allowed in the settlement of their accounts 
whatever expenses may be incurred by them 
for postage that is right and proper. I do not 
propose to saddle the postage upon the enum- 
erators. If gentlemen think that is not the 
best plan, but that it would be better to increase 
their pay and make them pay their own post- 
age, letitbe putin thatform. My amendment 
would require them, in the first instance, to buy 
ofthe Government the necessary stamps, tokeep 
an accarate account of those stamps, and to re- 
turn it to the Government, and then the money 
will be refunded, One hand washes the other. 


| do not see how it will cost the Government | 
. ° | 
If they cheat in | 


anything, unless they cheat. 
tuaking up their accounts, which we shall re- 
quire them to verify under oath, would not they 
cheat if we gave them the franking privilege? 


Here is a door opened for frauds | 


The mails | 
must be carried whatever number of letters | 
they contain, and I undertake to say that if the. | 


I cannot admit the | 


| 
| 
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If they will violate their oaths in making return 
franking privilege? ‘That is all there is in the 
question. 

Mr. MUNGEN. I do not know what is 
the matter with my friend from Iilinois, [Mr. 
Iarnsworru.] It seems to me he is favoring 
the railroad interest of the country. As my 
friend from Missouri [Mr. BenJamin] says, 
the railroads are paid now for carrying the 
mails, be they more or less, and it is certain 
that they charge enough. ‘The gentleman did 
not seem to be so zealous about this matter 
some time since when there was more occa- 
sion for it. Before the last election from three 
to five million documents were sent over the 
railroads by the Republican executive commit- 


' tee. I do not know that the gentleman thought 


so much of this matter then. Now, for my 
part, with all due respect for the honorable 
gentleman who now fills the office of Post- 
master General, my impression is that the gain 
to the Government by this measure would be a 
mere bagatelle. But it would save to the rail- 
roads a great deal of trouble in the handling 
of mail matter and might have been of some 
importance a year or so ago; but theelections 
are now over. 
tion then it would have saved a great deal of 
trouble to some members of this House, for to 
my certain knowledge there were several who 
worked for weeks and months in the rooms of 
the Republican executive committee. 

Now, it does not cost the Government one 
single cent more to carry these mails than it 
would if there was no franking privilege at all, 
for the railroads are to carry the mails for a 
fixed sum. ‘They charge enormous sums for 


| carrying the mails, and are well paid for their 
| services. 


lor my own part [am not willing 
to take money out of my own pocket for send- 


| ing public documents to the people, of which 
| we have so many, and which the people expect 
'to have sent to them. 


That. is a matter of 
public interest, and not of my own private 
interest. It is enough for me to sit down, 


direct the documents, and write my name on 
rates of postage if Congress will but second || 
him in his desire to cut off these abuses and |) 
have an economical administration of the | 


them. I find now all of that I can do, and I 
get help, too. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I appeal to the 
Committee of the Whole to close debate on 
this section and let us pass on. Every one 


_ must see that the question of the franking priv- 


ilege is so much wider than this section that it 
is not worth while to consider it here. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Lappeal tothe gen- 


| tleman from Ohio [Mr. GarFieLp] to consent 


that | may offer this amendment in the House 


| and have a fair vote on it. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no objec- 
tion to that if we can pass on now. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then I withdraw my 


| amendment. 


Mr. MARSHALL. Do I understand the 


|| Chair to hold that the amendment I suggested 


awhile ago would not be in order now? It is 
a mere verbal correction. 

The CHAIRMAN. It can be inserted by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. MARSHALL. [ask unanimous consent 
to insert in the provision adopted yesterday on 


|| my motion the words ‘‘for each offense;’’ so 


that the provision will read as follows: 


And any superintendent, clerk, district superin- 
tendent, or enumerator who shall use or exercise 


| this privilege for any purpose other than the legit 
e 


mate discharge of the duties of his office shall | 
found guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon convic- 


tion shall forfeit for cach offense a sum not exceed- 
| 


ing $100, 


The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objec- 
tion the amendment suggested by the gentle- 


| man from Illinois will be agreed to. 


There was no objection ; and the amendment 


| was adopted. 


The Clerk read as follows : 


Src. 17. And be it further enacted, That each dis- 
trict superintendent shall receive compensation for 
his services at the rate of eight dollars per day, but 
he shall not receive pay for any service rendered 
after the period of sixty days from thedate fixed for 


the completion of the enumeration ; andeach e 
of their accounts, can you trust them with the |; 


| shall not receive any compensation for any 
| rendered after a period of ten days from the 





Had this rule been in opera- | 
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erator shall receive compensation for his se 
at the rate of four dollars per day for the timo, 
which he is employed as such enumerator 


fixed for the completion of the enumeration 

compensation of the district superintendents 
enumerators, as paoviees in this section, shal} | 

paid under the following restrictions, to wit - when 
ever a district superintendent shall certify that an 
enumerator has satisfactorily completed the enuy 9 
ation and made returns thereof for the enumerat.., 
district confided to him, and shall also certify to the 
amount of compensation to which, under the ; “ 
visions of this act, such enumerator is entitled d = 
ignating the number of days during which ho a 
been employed, the Secretary of the Interior « 
cause one half of the sum so due to be paid to sy. 

enumerator. And when said returns have |e., 
received by the superintendent and carefully = 
amined for classification, if found executed jy. 
satisfactory manner, then he shall also cause +! : 
other half to be paid. And whenever the Superin 

tendent of the Census shall certify that the distric, 
superintendent has completed to his satisfyes;,, 

and made returns of his district, and shal] ajc, 
certify the amount of compensation to which, under 
the provisions of this act, such district superintey e 


has 
hall 


| ent 1s entitled, designating how long he has held | 
| office, the Secretary of the Interior shall th: reupon 


cause onc half of the sum so due to be paid tosy th 


| district superintendent, and when the returns hayo 


been carefully examined for classification, if foun, 
executed in a satisfactory manner, then he shal] 
also cause the other half to be paid. 


Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I move to 
amend the section just read by striking out the 
words beginning in the eighth line, *‘ but he 
shall not receive any compensation for any ser- 


| vices rendered after a period of ten days from 
| the time fixed for the completion of the enum. 


? 


eration,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof the {o}- 
lowing: 


But said compensation shall not commence before 
the 10th day of April, 1870, nor to continue longer 
than ten days from the time fixed for the completion 
of the enumeration, and that it shall be the duty o; 
each district superintendent to employ the enumer- 
ators by him selected, or any of them, for as much 
shorter period than above limited as may, in hi 
judgment, be sufficient for the performance of the 
duties to them assigned. 

Mr. Chairman, I offer this amendment in the 
interest of economy, a principle which | think 
has been sadly overlooked in the framing of this 
bill. The substitutes which have been offered 
have been entire substitutions, and have been 
considered impracticable by the House. ‘This 
proposition is not intended to cripple the bill, 
but merely to limit in one respect the other. 
wise almost inevitable expensiveness of its 
workings. The adoption of this amendment 
will, I believe, save to the Government over 
four million dollars. Those who have made no 
calculation upon this subject may, perhaps, 
think that the whole expense of taking the 
census under this bill will not exceed the sum 
I have just named; but I tell gentlemen that 
without this amendment the expense of this 
work will be over ten million dollars, and with 
it must be as much as $6,000,000. 

Let us see. We have a population of forty 
millions. This bill provides thatthe wholeenum- 
eration of these shall be taken in one month's 
time. Every family is to be visited, besides 
an immense amount of additional statistical 
information isto be collected. Divide these into 
families of six, giving each enumerator twenty 
minutes to visit each family eight working 
hours a day and twenty-six to the month, and 
one enumerator can within that month take 
the enumeration required by schedules one aud 
two alone—more than three thousand sevet 
hundred and forty-four days. This will require 
for what may be called the personal enumer. 
tion alone, provided for by these sections, more 
than ten thousand enumerators. Addadditional 
for the other five schedules, and we will want 
five thousand more. ‘This will be fifteen thou- 
sand enumerators and an aggregate pay 0! 
$60,000 a day. It is to limit this that this 
amendment is offered, that it may not run one 
hour longer than is necessary for the proper 
working of the bill. 

Now, the bill provides that this census shall 
be taken in one month, during the month ot 
June, and that twenty days before this the 


| schedules shall be circulated. This is all spe 
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cially provided for as the duty of these enum- 
‘ators. This amendment gives them, if | 
inane thirty days before that time, from 
the 10th of April to the 10th of May, to be 
drilled into working order. It saves, I believe, 
cevyenty days of pay, $4,200,000. 

fhe bill provides for the appointment of the 
superintendent within ten days after the pas- 
cage of this bill. This will require the assent 
ofthe Senate. Our adjournment will be longer 
‘hantendays. His appointment must be made 
before the adjournment, probably as early as 
the 20th. Within thirty days after his appoint- 
ment the Secretary of the Interior must appoint 
the district superintendents. They will be 
appointed undoubtedly by the 15th of January. 
if, then, we are to learn by the teaching of 
experience and from the ordinary werking of 
human nature we may expect that all the enum- 
erators—for the provision is that they shall 
be appointed almost immediately—will be ap- 
jinted, the whole fifteen thousand of them, 
y the Ist of February. 
‘Now, we do not believe it is necessary that 
they should be at work before the 10th of April | 
at the furthest; and it is to save these seventy 
days at $60,000 a day that we propose to put 
in this limit. 

\ir. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Iam sure my 

ricnd from Minnesota { Mr. Witson } would not 
have offered his amendment if he had under- 
-tood its bearing on the whole bill. I under- 
wood from his remarks that he has made it in | 
iheinterestsofeconomy. Now, I believe that, 
ou the contrary, if his amendment prevails it 
would be greatly against the economy with 
which the census ean be taken; as provided in 
the bill the enumerator could be employed but 
sixty days. The amendment will give hima 
much longer time of employment than that, at 
least one month longer than the time given by 
the bill. Itis provided that during twenty days 
preceding the day fixed for taking the census 
the enumerator shall distribute the schedules. 
hat is the first word in the bill as to the duties 
which it prescribes for them. Then for the 
thirty days during which the actual enumera- 
tion is being made they shall be employed in 


} 
! 
1) 


that. Then during the ten days following the |: 


enumeration they are required to complete the 
sending of all the returns they have taken and 
finish up their work. The bill thus gives them 
sixty days in all. 
ing which they will be required. It will be 
observed that in the seventh and eighth lines 
itis provided that they are to be paid for the 
time during which they are employed as enum- | 
erators, and the specific and only duties of | 
the enumerator are described in the former 
sections as for these three purposesalone. But 
to render it more definite the committee has 
authorized the making of an amendment at the 
end of the sentence in the eleventh line by 
adding the words ‘‘ but not for a longer period 
in all than sixty days.”’ 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman yield 


for an inquiry? | 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Yes, sir. 
_ Mr. ELDRIDGE. Ishould like to inquire— | 
for on this point I must say the bill is not very 
clear—what limit there is placed on the ser- 
vices which may be rendered by the superin- | 
tendents and enumerators prior to the time | 
when they commence the distribution of the 
schedules. It seems to me they may enter on | 
labors which would entitle them to pay prior 
to that time. I would like to know what pro- 
vision of the bill limits it. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Of the district 
superintendent the gentleman is quite right in 
saying that he may be employed earlier ; indeed, 
the bill requires that the district superintend- 
ents shall be appointed early, as soon as the 
nachinery for taking the census can be put up. 
But the enumerator, as I have already said, 
has his three duties laid down: first, to distrib- | 
ute the schedules ; second, to take the enumer- | 
ation, and third, he has ten daysin addition to | 
send in his report. But lest there may be the | 


That is the whole time dur- || 


vagueness to which the gentleman refers, the 
committee propose to add in the eleventh line, 
after the word *‘ enumeration,’’ the words ‘‘but 
not for a longer period in all than sixty days.’’ 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. That will make it clear. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I will with- 
draw my amendment if that is to be put in. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I am about to 
move it. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. 
draw my amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to insert 
after the word ‘‘ enumeration,’’ in line eleven, 
the words ‘‘ nor for a longer period than sixty 
days for all his services;'’ so that the clause 


Then I with- 


| will read: 


_ And each enumerator shall receive compensation 
for his services at the rate of four dollars per day 
for the time during which he is employed as such 
enumerator, but he shall not receive any compensa- 
tion for any services rendered after a period of ten 
days from the time fixed for the completion of the 
enumeration, nor for a longer period than sixty days 
for all his services. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Should not there be a 
limit also to the time services shall be ren- 
dered by district superintendents? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. We think not, 
because there is so much preliminary work 
needed that we could hardly dare to limit the 
time. We leaveit to the discretion of the See- 
retary. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Garrie.p, 
of Ohio, was agreed to. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I would inquire of the 
gentleman from Ohio what are the preliminary 
duties which these superintendents will have to 
perform to which he alludes? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Well, in the 
first place, they have to divide off their entire 
districts—congressional districts—into subdi- 


| visions or sub-districts of such size as to make 


the labor of the enumerators about equal. He 
must then nominate a proper person in each 
subdivision as an enumerator, and forward a 
statement of the districting and a list of the 


| enumerators designated to the Superintendent 


of the Census for his approval. ‘To do that 
intelligently will require no small amount of 
time. They must also receive full instructions 


concerning the whole business of taking the 


census, and distribute them before any of the 
operations of the enumerators shall begin. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish that in some way 
some limit could be provided upon the time 
they are to spend in this service. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The committee 
thought the very necessities of the case would 
be some limit. It will certainly be the Ist of 
January before this bill can go into effect, and 
along into l’ebruary before any of the district 
superintendents will be appointed. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I withdraw my amend 
ment. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. I move to amend 
the portion of this section relating to the pay 
of the enumerator by striking out the words 
‘‘one half of,’’ and also the words ‘‘and 
when said returns have been received by the 
superintendent and carefully examined for 


| classification, if found executed in a satis- 


factory manner, then he shall also cause the 
other half to be paid.’’ 
Mr. Chairman, the pay of these enumerators 


| is small enough at best, and to deprive them 


of one half their pay, when their work is done, 
until these returns have been classified in 
Washington, which may not be till one, two, 


| or three years after the work is done, it seems 
'to me is unjust to the enumerators. 


These 
enumerators will be men of small means, 
depending upon this pay for the support of 
themselves and their families, and when their 
work is dune to the satisfaction of the district 
superintendent they should be paid. In an- 
other part of this bill it is provided that the 
district superintendent shall certify the work 
of the enumerator to be satisfactory before it 
can be received. Now, when he has done 
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rectness of the work, I think the Government 
is sufficiently protected, and the enumerators 
who have done this work ought to receive 
their money. For that purpose | have offered 
this amendment. 

Mr.GARFIBLD,of Ohio. I trust thatamend 
ment will not prevail; and if the gentleman will 
reflect a moment upon the reason for the pro- 
vision now in the bill [ think he will not press 
his amendment. ‘The point is that as soon as 
the work of the enumerator is done, which is 
in a few weeks, he sends it to the district super 
intendent ; and upon the certificate of the dis 
trict superintendent that his returns are in, one 
half of his payis given to him. But we have put 
in this bill a provision that whien these returns 
shall have been sent here to Washington, and 
when the Superintendent of the Census having 
charge of all these matters has seen that the 
returns are properly and correctly made, then 
the other half shail be paid. Suppose a man 
has done his work imperfectly, wretchedly, 
and has obtained his pay; what hold have we 
on him, or what special spur wiil he have to 
do his work correctly? A provision of this 
kind was embraced in the old law, and to that 
provision we are indebted for whatever correct 
ness there was in the census taken under that 
law. I hope the provision will not be stricken 
out. 

The amendment was not agreed to; there 
being—ayes thirty-six, noes not counted. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Olio. Mr. Chairman, 
I see that the point made by my friend from 
Missouri [Mr. BexsaMan]} had one ground of 
apparent support in the language ot the bill 
I think bis objection would be obviated by 
striking out the words ‘‘fur classification,” 
which would appear to indicate that these re 
turns are to be classified before these othcers 
ean colleet their pay. Such is not the inten 
tion of the bill, and the phraseology ought to 
be amended. | move to amend by striking out 
the words ‘for classification,’’ im line thirty- 
four: so that the closing part of the section 
will read : 


And when the returns have been carefully ex 


amined, if found executed in a satisfactory manner, 


then he shall also cause the other half to be paid. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I move to amend 
by striking out the word ‘‘eight’’ in the first 
line of this section and inserting in licu thereof 
the word ‘‘six,’’ so as to provide that these 
district superintendents shall receive a com 
pensation of six dollars per day. Weare di 
cussing the question of how we can economize 
money in this bill, and lam certain that we 
can obtain plenty of men who will be very giad 
to receive this office at the compensation o! 
six dollars aday. Ilhope this amendmeut wil! 
be adopted. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. FITCH. 1 move to amend by inserting 
after the word *‘ enumeration,’’ in line eleven, 
the following: 

Provided, That the Secretary of the Interior i 
hereby authorized to allow such additional compen 
ation to district superintendents, enumerators, and 
clerks in each of the States of Nevada, Oregon, and 
California, and in each of the Territories, as may | 
necessary to secure the correct taking of the census. 

In the States west ofthe Rocky mountains, and 
probablyin Ilthe Territories. no person compe- 
tent for the position of district superintendent 
could be obtained for eight dollars aday. Cer- 
tainly no persons fit to discharge the duties 
could be procured for four dollars a day. In 
my own State, for instance, there is no part 
where the wages of labor are less than three 
dollars a day in gold, while skilled mechanic 
receive from five to ten dollars a day in gold. 
Now, the population of the Pacific States in 
the mining regions is not equally distributed 
it is congregated in large mining towns or smal! 
mining camps with large tracts of uninhabited 
desert country between them. Inmy own State, 
which is the largest congressional district in 


the United States, there are counties contain- 


that, and his own pay depends upon the cor- || ing a larger area than the State of Connecticut, 








ha 
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and townships of greater extent than Rhode 


! 


Island or Delaware. We have valleys of sparse | 


population, and desert sections almost entirely 


uninhabited. Now, the district superintendent | 


who would properly perform his duty would be 
compelled to appoint a different enumerator 
for every mining town, every timber camp, 
every collection of ranches in the valleys, and 
every stage station in the desert, or else the 


enumerator appointed fora county would be re- | 


quired to traverse a large extent of country and 
a country destitute of railroads, where he would 
be obliged to proceed on horseback, and where 
his necessary expenses, not including those for 
his animal, would be not less than six dollars 
a day in gold. 
a correct census in the Pacific States and Ter- 
ritories, it will be necessary to authorize the 


‘Therefore, if you wish to take || 


Secretary of the Interior to pay a sum sufficient | 


lo secure the services of competent persons. 

i have not introduced in the amendment any 
sum which I should consider sufficient, because 
I would have been compelled to state what gen- 
tlemen would consider a large sum for enum- 
erators in some of the western States. If left to 
the diseretion of the Secretary of the Interior 
to do the best to advance the interest of the 
Government, I shall be content. In San I’ran- 
sisco an enumerator might be appointed fora 
little more than four dollars a day, and in the 
mining towns of Nevadaand Colorado for from 
six to eight dollars a day; but there are places 
where from ten to twenty dollars a day would 
be required to pay the ordinary traveling ex- 
penses, hire of horse, and to remunerate the 
enumerator for his services. If it be desired to 
take a correct census of the Pacific States and 


‘Territories this amendment must be adopted. | 


And I hope it will be adopted, because I desire 
for one that a correct census shall be taken, not 
merely on my own account, but for the bene- 
lit of those gentlemen who are in the habit of 
asking me frequently, if not periodically, what 
is the population of your Territory? [Laugh- 
ter. | 

Mr. PETERS. Iwish toamend the amend- 
ment by adding the words ‘‘and in any of the 
States where the duties of the enumerators shall 
have been performed in districts sparsely inhab- 
ited an additional allowance may be made by 
the Secretary of the Interior as compensation 
in partor whole forthe expenses in such cases.”’ 
| do not oppose the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Nevada, [{ Mr. Frrcu, ] but would like 
to extend it in the way I have stated. 

Mr. FITCH, Laccept the amendment of the 
gentleman from Maine, { Mr. Perers. } 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Chairman 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from 





Nevada accepts the amendment of the gentle- | 


man from Maine. Does the gentleman from 
Maine oppose the amendment of the gentleman 
from Nevada as modified? 

Mr. PETERS. IL wish to advocate the 
amendment, as modified. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Perers] is not in order. 

Mr. PETERS. 1 rise to oppose the amend- 
ment, [Laughter.] Four dollars a day is a 
very small compensation when the officer gets 
nothing for expenses. A farm laborer in the 
State of Maine is worth on an average two 
dollars a day, while a laboring man on our 


rivers and in our forests gets from two to four | 
And it should be re- || 


and five dollars a day. 
membered that the duties to be performed by 


an enumerator are of a most important char- | 


acter. Among other things, he has to take a 
valuation of all the property in his district, 
real and personal. He has to act the part, in 
fact, of an assistant assessor, and has occasion 
for the exercise of great judgment and discre- 
tion. Very few men fit for such a post as that 
would take it for four dollars a day unless 
they were very ambitious, indeed, for place. 
Now, sir, the fashion in our country won been 
to appoint a district enumerator, or what has 
heretofore been called a district marshal, to 
take the census in what would be a legislative 





|| should be uniform. 


representative district, and in one or two coun- 
ties which I represent some of those districts 
are one hundred miles long and are sparsely 
inhabited. The census ought to be taken in 
such districts with the same care and fidelity 
as in the larger communities. It is due to us 
there as it is due elsewhere, or else the census 
will not be valuable tous. Now, if you send 
a man to peregrinate over the county of Aroos- 
took for four dollars a day, when he has to pay 
two dollars a day for his horse and carriage 
and two dollars a day for his keeping, the result 
will be that he will neglect to do his duty as it 
oughtto bedone. Itseems to me that itis safe 
to trust the Secretary of the Interior in these 
extreme cases to make some extra allowance, 
in part or full compensation, for expenses 
incurred. I should then have more faith that 
the census would be properly taken. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move to amend the 
| amendment by striking out a word or two any- 
| where, for the purpose of saying a few words 

in Opposition to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Maine. ‘The committee in consid- 
ering this question of compensation, of course, 
had a great deal of difficulty. For myself I 
doubt very much whether in any State men 
| competent to make the enumeration as required 
by this law can be procured for the sum of 
four dollars per day. IL doubt very much 
whether it can be done in Nevada, or California, 
or in any of the sparsely-settled districts. But 
| if there is to be any modification of this sec- 
tion, it seems to me it ought to be a general 
| increase of compensation of one doMar a day, 
making the compensation of these enumerators 
| five dollars a day instead of four doliars a day. 
The duties to be performed are very similar to 
| those now discharged by the assistant assessors 
in the various districts of the United States. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Hownjuch are assistant 
assessors paid in lowa? 

Mr. ALLISON. lowa being one of the 
States of the Union, the assistant assessors are 
| paid in lowa what they are paid in other 
States, five dollars a day. 

Mr. PETERS. How many hours do they 
work? , 

Mr. ALLISON. I cannot yield to the gen- 
tleman at this moment. The compensation 
paid to assistant assessors is five dollars a day. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What do you 
mean by ‘‘ assistant assessors?”’ 

Mr. ALLISON. Of internal revenue. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I do not mean them, 
but State assessors. 
Mr. ALLISON. 

States officers. 

Mr. PETERS. Do I understand the gen- 
tleman to say that the Committee on the Cen- 
sus will advocate an amendment changing the 
compensation from four to five dollars a day? 

Mr. ALLISON. No, sir; Ido notsay that; 
I do not know what the committee will do. I 
| say that if any change at all shall be made it 
I do not see how the 

Secretary of the Interior can ascertain which 
are the sparsely-populated districts. Todo so 
would compel him to run all over the country 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether enum- 
erator number one, or number one hundred, 
or some other number, lives in a sparsely-pop- 
ulated district or in one that is densely popu- 
lated. It seems to me that if there is to be 


lam referring to United 


'uniform increase of so many dollars per day, 
and not leave this large discretion in the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, because if the discretion 
is exercised it will inevitably be partial in some 
cases. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I would ask the 
gentleman what per diem compensation the 
State assessors of lowa receive ? 

Mr. ALLISON. Idonotremember whether 
itis three or five dollars. 


Mr. LAWRENCE. How much do they | 


receive in Maine? 
| Mr. SARGENT. 
|ment of the gentleman from 


While favoring the amend- 


evada { Mr. 


any increase of compensation it should be a | 
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Fircn] I certainly do not wish to Oppose ¢] 

proposition for a general increase of the i. 
pensation of enumerators to five dollars per d “ 
if that should bethe judgment of thecommitiec 
But I say in regard to our Pacific States and ['or. 
ritories the case is entirely exceptional ; th. 
compensation of five dollars a day will not }, 
sufficient to secure the services of persons ey. 
petent to do this work, or even of any persons 
to do the necessary traveling to perform th). 
duty. I presume that it was intended by ¢h, 
committee in organizing the machinery of thi. 
bill that it shall operate fairly throughout the 
whole country, and that it shall bring us yaly. 
able results in the way of enumeration; |): 
it is a fact that by adopting the standard o; 
compensation fixed by this bill we will depriy, 
the Government of the necessary knowledge of 


| a large territorial extent of the country; ay, 


if we entirely defeat the purpose of this })\\) 


for those States and Territories, then woy|; 
| it not be well either not to pass the bil] ; 


a 


stands ? 

Many of the members of this House hay» 
during the present year visited California, ay 
I appeal to their experience asto the expenses 
of traveling there, throwing out of view, o} 
course, any special facilities which by a proper 
spirit of hospitality were accorded to them ani 
which may have lightened their expenses, || 
when they visited the beautiful Yosemite ya| 
ley they paid from their own pockets the hire 
ot the animal they rode and the price of their 
meals at one dollar each, and the cost for lodg 
ing, could they make the trip for four dollars a 
day in greenbacks? It would be a matter o/ 
impossibility. Yet the route to which I have 
just referred is easy, is almost a railroad, com 
pared with many of the routes which will have 
to be traveled by these enumerators. Ag thie 
gentleman from Nevada [ Mr. Fircn] has we! 
said, some of our counties—and counties woul 





| probably be the smallest enumeration district: 


that would be designated—are larger than tl, 
State of Rhode Island ; they have uo railroad 
running through them, andall the means of trave! 
are expensive. I know that in my own county 
when the last census was taken one town was 
not enumerated, and the excuse given was thia! 
the compensation allowed would not permit the 
deputy marshal to take the statistics of tha' 
town. I believe that when the last census was 
taken California had two hundred thousand 
more population than was returned under that 
census. The case which I have mentioned as 
coming under my own observation is an illus 
tration of what happened in many other parts 
of the State, especially in the sparsely-popu 
lated portions. We, of course, feel a pride in 
the progress of that great and growing empire; 
and we desire to have a fair exhibition of its 
present prosperity as some indication of its 
future greatness. Why should we not have 
accurate statistics of our population and re- 
sources? Does this House wish to cut down 
our representation on this floor? I believe no 
gentleman here desires such athing. But | 
say that if you apply to us the same rule that 
you apply in districts where the population 1s 
compact, where the means of travel are cheap, 
where the expenses of living are not so high as 
with us, you cannot have a proper enumeration 
in the Pacific States or the Territories. lor 
these reasons a discretion must be lodged some: 
where. As the gentleman from Nevada has 
suggested, if you adopt a fixed rate of com 
pensation it may be too high in some districts, 
while it will be too low in others. For instance, 
in the city of San Francisco the enumeratio! 
could be made much more cheaply than 1" 
many parts of the State of Nevada. We must, 
then, lodge a discretion somewhere ; and if my 
recollection is correct the Secretary of the 
Interior is the officer who under former census 
acts has exercised this discretion. It is so 10 
your revenue laws. You provide that the Sec 
retary of the Treasury shall in his discretion 
increase the compensation in certain States 
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and Territories. I have barely a moment to 
anal or | should trace the comparison between 
‘hese enumerators and the assessors and as- 
“stant assessors under the internal revenue 
laws. The detectives under the internal revenue 
laws are : 
dollars a day and traveling expenses; assessors 
are paid eight dollars a day, with very little duty 
todo in the way of traveling. If we are to have 
che census taken, give us the means by which 
» is to be taken properly. 
Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. ALLISON, by unanimous consent, with- | 


jrew his amendment. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I renew it; and I do it 
for the purpose of calling the attention of the 
House to a feature in connection with this 
veneral subject now under consideration. In 
come remarks I had the honor of making the 
ther day I invited the attention of the House 
‘9 the fact that the compensation provided by 


paid in California from eight to ten | 





this bill is limited, and will be somuch, neither | 


more nor less. It is in fact a premium on 
indolenee, and will so operate. 

(hen, again, the allowance is too small; it 
sinadequate. I grant that men enough will 


be found who will undertake it for this price. || 


[here are those who would do it for consider- 
ably less, and their services would not probably 
be worth even the little they might receive; for, 
sir, if this bill is to have any vitality, if it is to 
be worth a farthing, it will depend on the efti- 
ciency and ability of this class of officers. If 
they are inefficient and unfaithful the whole 
work will fail absolutely. Therefore we must 
vet a Class of officers who are competent in the 
first place. And, sir, it is not merely sufficient 
that they shall be able to go around from house 
to house; not merely sufficient that they shall 
he able to read and write, so as to make entries 
upon the schedules; they should have that sort 
of intelligence to enable them to understand 
the scope of this bill, which has taken so much 
abor to study and perfect—men who can under- 
stand what 1s to be done and able to explain 

We propose to pay such men four dollars 
aday. We knowthat the common mechanics 
of the country—masons, carpenters, bricklay- 
ers, plasterers—receive higher compensation, 
while these men will have only employment for 
about sixty days. 

Then, again, there is no stimulus here to 
activity and industry. In the previous law 
that was carefully provided for. And in order 
that the House may see what is the law as to 
compensation as it now stands, I will send to 
the Clerk’s desk the act of 1850, and ask that 
sections twelve and thirteen thereof be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That each assist- 
ant shall be allowed, as compensation for his services, 
alter the rate of two cents for each person enumer- 
ated, and ten cents a mile for necessary travel, to be 
iscertained by multiplying the square root of the 
number of dwelling-houses in the division by the 
square root of the number of square miles in each 
livision, and the product shall be taken as the num- 
ber of miles traveled for all purposes in taking this 
census, 

“Src. 13. And be it further enacted, That in addi- 
tion to the compensation allowed for the enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants there shall be paid for each 
farm fully returned ten cents; for each establish- 
ment of productive industry fully_taken and re- 
turned, fifteen cents; for the social statistics, two 
per cent. upon the amount allowed for the enumer- 
ution of population ; and for each name of a deceased 
person returned, two cents: Provided, however, That 
intmaking returns of farms and establishments of 
productive industry the instructions given by the 
Secretary of the Interior must be strictly observed, 
ind no allowance shall be made for any returns not 
wuthorized by such instructions, nor for any returns 


hot limited to the year next preceding the Ist of 
June next.’’ 


Mr. MAYNARD. I may mention that if I 
am enabled to obtain the floor I shall submit 
an amendment which I have now in my desk, 
prepared in consultation with the gentleman 
irom Rhode Island, [Mr. Jencxes,] which 
seeks to incorporate in the present bill the 
principle of the sections of the law just read, 
so that the officers shall be paid in part in pro- 
portion to the amount of labor they have done. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Wilithe gentleman state 
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what compensation is made in Tennessee for | 
'| local assessors under State authority ? 


Mr. MAYNARD. Iam not aware that we 


| have any such officers. 
Mr. LAWRENCE, Who obtains the returns | 





| compensation. 





of taxable property ? 
Mr. MAYNARD. 
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| less than six or seven principles of compensa- 


tion, and not the least curious among them 


| was that which requires them first to find the 


It is done through the | 


machinery of the county courts, by the clerks | 


of the counties. It is oneof their duties. It 
is an entirely different machinery to this. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. What is their compens- 
ation ? 


Mr. MAYNARD. 


Their compensation is 


very large. It is different in different counties; || 
| but that would throw no light upon this subject 


at all. 

[ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. JENCKKS. [rise to oppose the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, [ Mr. 
Maynarp.] It seems to me that we have fallen 
intoan error inthis debate in taking it forgranted 
that these officers called ‘*‘enumerators’’ will 


| be yp ot ag and paid for a definite term of 
ays, and that they must be traveling | 


sixty 


| square root of that number of miles ; 


number of square miles in any given subdi- 
vision ; which, by the way, is a very difficult 
thing todo. I will here remark that nothing 
is more curious than to study the efforts being 
made in the old settled countries of Europe to 
find the number of square miles in those 
countries. Napoleon | didnot know within 
one fifth what the real size of France was, no 

is it now known with any very great accuracy ; 
and here in our unsettled and unmeasure« 
territory is a rule that the number of square 
miles must be found in each district; then the 
then the 
whole number of dwellings in the district, and 
the square root of the number of dwellings ; 
then the two square roots are multiplied to 
gether, and the product of that multiplication 
multiplied by ten, to give the number of cents 


|| that the person shall have for a certain class 


about within certain circumscriptions during | 


that whole period. Now, I presume thatif the 
district superintendent understands his busi- 
ness at all he will in such a State as California 


referred to a district, constitute the proprietor 
of it the enumerator, and send blanks to him 


| make one of those large farms that have been | 


with the statement that he must fill them up | 
and return them within two or three days, and | 


thus instead of $240 being paid to the enumer- 


ator, only eight, twelve, or sixteen dollars will | 


be paid. By thus increasing the number of 
enumerators the distance they have to travel 
will be lessened. ‘The principal business of a 


district superintendent, from the time of his | 


appointment down to the time of issuing the 
blanks to the enumerators and special deputies, 
will be to divide off the congressional district 
which constitutes his district into districts small 
enough so that the whole census can be taken, 
not only within the month of June, bet within 


a portion of the month, limiting the time || 


employed and the pay, not to sixty days, but 
to six days if possible. 


| 
Let us look at the figures, to see what will be | 


the expense of taking the census. We shall 
have two hundred and fifty district superintend- 
ents; they will average one hundred and fifty 
days apiece, making $1,200 each. The district 
superintendents will therefore cost $306,000. 
Then, if we have one enumerator for every ten 
thousand inhabitants, which would be alow 
ratio for the densely-populated portions of the 
country and a very high one for the sparsely- 
populated districts, we will have four thousand 
of these enumerators, assuming the entire pop- 
ulation to be forty millions. Certainly one 
competent enumerator can on the average take 
ten thousand people in thirty days. The com- 
pensation of these four thousand enumerators 
would be $960,000, and the entire expense of 
these officers under this bill would be $1,266,- 
000. Now, I venture to assert that if the 
proposition of the gentleman from Tennessee 
[ Mr. Maynarp] should beadopted the expense 
would be reduced at least one third under this 
bill. Give tothese enumerators asum sufficient 
to pay their necessary traveling expenses, say 
three dollars per day, which is not more than 
enough to pay for a horse and wagon suitable 
for the purpose, and then pay them at the same 
rate that was paid for taking the census of 1850 
and 1860. In that way we will not swell the 
expenses for these officers alone to $1,300,000, 
and we will get more satisfactory returns. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I withdraw the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I renew the 
amendment to the amendment, for the pur- 
pose of saying a few words on the subject of 
The reading of the rule of 
the old law of compensation, if it was listened 
to by the House, must exhibit very fully, it 
seems to me, the complicated character of 


of work performed in the way of enumeration. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Would it not, in the judg- 
ment of the gentleman, be a good test as to the 
qualifications of an enumerator to require him 
to ascertain what his compensation would be 
under such a rule? [{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no doubt 
it would be a very severe preliminary examina- 
tion, and perhaps my friend from Rhode Island 
{Mr. Jenckes] would be willing to incorporate 
that in his civil service bill as a universal test 
to be applied to every applicant for oflice. 

Mr. JENCKES. Most of the men you would 
get for four dollars a day would break down 


| under such a test. 


{ Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. AXTELL. Mr. Chairman, I desire to 
say a few words in relation to this question of 


| compensation as regards especially the Pacific 


coast. And I would in the first place remark 
to my friend from Rhode Island that his method 
of having an enumerator for every mine or 
every farm would so largely increase the num- 
ber of officials as to defeat the economy sought 
by this bill. 

I think that in those districts where the officer 
can be at home every night, carrying his dinner 


| with him every day and returning home in the 


evening, four dollarsa day, or perhapsa smaller 
sum, would be sufficient pay. In some of the 
small New England States where, as I am in- 
formed, a man can leave the capital, go to the 
boundary of the State, and return in the evening 
of the same day, or where he can go all overa 
congressional district in one day, these officers 
could no doubt get along on a compensation of 
$2 50 or even $1) 50 aday. But this summer 
I traveled with Governor Seward from San 


| Diego to San Franciseo overland by way of 


Los Angelos, 4 distance of about six hundred 
miles, the journey consuming ten days, and one 
day we traveled one hundred and twenty miles. 

Now, in that section of the country, unless 
we propose to assign an enumerator for every 
farm, we must allow this officer pay enough to 
enable him to hire a horse and to pay the ex- 
pense of keeping that horse as well as his own 
expenses. ‘The gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
MARSHALL] informs me thatin traveling through 


| that country this summer it cost him fifteen dol- 


lars a day for his absolutely necessary expenses. 
And we cannot fix a figure that would be suffi- 
cient for these officers in those districts without 
making it too greatinothersections. We must 
leave a discretion, it seems to me, in the Sec 
retary of the Interior. We must trust some 
one in this matter. 

Let me say that I applaud the remark of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Maynarn. | 
that this is not the place to begin to save. | 
the case of theenumerators. We want the bes! 
men todothe work. You had better cut down 
the pay of the men who are paid largely than 
the men who have the work to do, so that we 
may have men of skill and talent employed to 
gather these facts. Four dollars a day is wholly 


that method of compensation. There were no || insufficient to a man who is to go out for only 
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thirty or fifty days away from lis regular em- 

ployment. in orderthat we may secure the skill 

necessary to have the work well done we must 

pay these men enough to obtain the best talent. 
ere the hammer fell. | 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, by unanimous 
consent withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I now move that 
the committee rise for the purpose of closing 
debate. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. JENCKES. I renew the amendment 
for the purpose of saying that it seems to me 
the principle upon which these enumerators 
should be paid is this: give them per diem 
auflicient, and no more than is sufficient, to pay 
their reasonable expenses in place of all this 
square-root computation. I do not like the 
precise language of the old law. Itis much 
ensier tocompute what isthe reasonable expense 


and put itin the bill than to arrive at it by | 


any complicated process of after computation. 
Aimost every one of these enumerators must 
have a horse and wagon to travel about his cir- 
cumscription; if so, the expense of that and all 


his other expenses of that sort should be paid. | 


Then he should be paid besides for his services. 

The question arises what is the best way in 
which to payit. ‘This bill providesa per diem, 
out of which he must pay his expenses and 
from which he must save enough to compensate 
him for his own services. Let me say to the 
Llouse that it is impossible to obtain the full 
services, the day’s work, by such a mode of 
compensation. It is best to let skilled men do 
it by piecework for certain wages. 
vewimen in any kind of industry for special 
work the only way is to employ them by piece- 


If we have | 


work at a certain compensation. Such was the | 
system adopted in taking the last census. It || 


was there provided that the officer should be 
yaid for the work he did; it was provided that 
ie should be paid so much for the return of a 
farm, so much for the return of a factory, so 
much for each return called for by the act. It 


seems tome that thatis thetrue way of paying. | 


The gentleman from Califorma [Mr. Sar- 
GENT] says ¢hat the head of one of these large 
farms may return too many men. Bat in any 


case he is the man who must makethe return, | 


and the enumerator will have no time to verify | 


it and tosee how many men are scattered over 
a farm forty miles in extent. 
possible for him to do so. He must take the 
returns furnished by the principal. And so 
as regards the number of persons employed in 
a factory, the enumerator must take the returns 
of the employer or of the person who keeps 
the books. So, too, as regards the returns 
from railroads and any of the industries to be 
inquired into under this bill. When we are to 
obtain the return, first of the party who fills up 
the schedule, and then of the enumerator show- 
ing the sufficiency of that return, it seems to 


me that the best way is to pay him for the work | 


he does at so much for each piece; nor need 


we fear that in this way the expenses of taking | 


the census will be swelled. 

As I said before when partially stating this 
matter, the district superintendent when he 
divides the congressional districts into these 
local cireumscriptions will have in view the 
efliciency of the person whom he shall appoint 
to enumerate ihe people and gather the statis- 
tics. If he finds that a large school is to be 
taken he will see the principal in advance, and 
if he considers that dh 
sated for by one day's pay he will arrange to 
give him one day’s pay, and look to him for the 
whole of the return. In that way the work is 
likely to be performed honestly and efficiently. 
The per diem system is & premium on idleness. 
We would have great numbers of people who 
have no business qualifications seeking the 
office under that system. Butif we are to have 
competent persons to do the work, persons who 
have no lack of employment, we must give them 
what will be a just compensation for their time 
and labor. I withdraw my amendment. 


e work will be compen: | 








| 
| 





Mr. WOOD. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to come in after the word ‘* enumerator ”’ 
in the eighth line, 

The CHAIRMAN. That is not in order at 
this time. The pending question is on the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from 


| Nevada, [Mr. Iircu. } 


Mr. WOOD. 
last word of the pending amendment for the 
purpose of saying that it is very obvious from 


Then I move to strike out the || 
now pending? 


this discussion that we should not arbitrarily | 
fix any allowance for the performance of this | 


duty ; for while four dollars a day may be a 


very just compensation in some of these dis- |, 
tricts, especially some of them that do not | 


cover inore than half a mile square, it is no 
compensation in districts where these persons 
would be obliged to spend ten dollars a day to 


/ enable them to go upon the discharge of their 


duties. We should therefore, in my judgment, | 


allow the Secretary of the Interior some dis- 
cretion; and while fixing four or five dollars 
as the per diem allowance for the services of 


the enumerators, yet make an exception in | 
cases where in the judgment of the Secretary || 
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verbial that they work only about an hoy, 
day that we call it in common parlance t. 
dollars or two dollars and a half for an jyo., 
services. ies 
Mr. LAWRENCE. Wiil the enumoers:.. 
under this bill work any better in Maino? 
Mr. PETERS. They will. 7 
Mr. SARGENT. What is the amendy, 


The CHAIRMAN, It is the amendmey, 


the gentleman from Nevada[Mr. bypoy 


Aa 


moditied by the acceptance of the amendm 


| of the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Peryps 


of the Interior an additional allowance should | 


be made, 


the Interior with that discretion in particular 
cases, such as those referred to by the gentle 
man from Nevada [Mr. IFircu] and the gen- 
tleman from California, [Mr. Sarcenr. | 1 now 
withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. PETERS. 1 renew it. 


| with a great deal of conviction that if we give 


It would be im- | 


the enumerators four dollars a day, while in 
many places the census will be fully taken, in 
the sparsely-inhabited districts of the country 
it will almost invariably be under taken. Now, 


It strikes me | 


The object of the amendment I | 
desired to offer was to clothe the Secretary of 


Mr. MARSHALL. I moveto amend 
amendment by striking out the last word. » 
the purpose of saying that it seems manifex, , 
me the further we progress in the considera; 
of this bill the more apparent does it beco, 
that the machinery here provided for ta;, 
the enumeration of the people, property, x), 
productions of the United States is to cos: , 
enormous sum of money, the aggregate , 
which cannot even be approximated jy » 
estimate to be made at thistime. There js, 
limit, and as I conceive there cannot wiih ; 
propriety be any limit fixed as to the num|, 
of enumerators to be appointed in each 4, 
every district in the United States. |f ;) 


|| machinery provided in this bill is to be retaine, 
| then itseems to me every possible means shou 


under the census law of 1850 and 1860 the | 
assistant marshal had a motive to take every | 


man and every farm. 


to take these places, yetif they are not satisfied 
with the compensation they will do the work 
carelessly, and the duty of taking the census 
will not be faithfully performed. I represent 
in my district one county a hundred and forty 


But under this mode | 
of compensation, while | know many will like | 


or fifty miles long and about a hundred or a | 


hundred and fifty miles wide. It is sparsely 
inhabited all over, being a lumbering country, 
but it contains in the aggregate a great many 
inhabitants. I believe that if it is to be divided 
up into four or five districts and handed over 


| to that number of enumerators to take the 
/ census a large portion of the people of that 


county will not be enumerated in the census. 
And | believe that this instance which | have 


be adopted for the purpose of reducing ; 
expenses to be incurred in the taking of ; 
enumeration so far as such a reduction may! 
accomplished without endangering the acc 
racy of the census. 

Now, as has been remarked, there are } 
tions of the United States in which four doll, 
a day would not be adequate compensation | 
the discharge of the duties imposed upon a 
enumerator, and where no person competen 
for the position would accept it at that rate 
pay. Such is the fact, 1 have no doubt, 
Nevada. ‘The case is doubtless the same 
most portions of California and throughouw 
nearly the entire Pacific coast. But | imag 
that four dollarsa day would beample compen: 
ation in any other postion of the United Sitai 
and that competent enumerators could in ma 
cases be employed at a much lower rate of co 
pensation. I think gentlemen will find \ 
examination that the States, in making enu 


| erations similar to this, have generally | 
| allowed a compensation greater than two 


named is, a fair illustration of the sparsely- || 


inhabited portions of the country all over the 
United States. 
Now, I want some remedy, or I want some- 


thing better than is provided by this bill. Either | 
give them more compensation, or give a dis- | 


cretion to the Secretary of the Interior, as is 


| proposed in this amendment; not to allow all 


| erators. 


| 


want to ask. 


Mr. PETERS. I will tell the gentleman and | 


their expenses, but allow them a compensation 
in part payment or in full payment of their 


|| expenses, as the Secretary of the Interior in his 


discretion may see fit toallow. Some amend- 
ment, some change of this bill should be made, 
or this vital point of the measure will fail. The 
vital work here is to be performed by the enum- 


although they may be small men with small 
duties assigned them. And if we do not hold 
out to them at least the ordinary motive of 
doing their duty and their whole duty their 
duty will not be performed. 

I see by the eye of my friend from Ohio 
{[Mr. Lawrence] that he is about to ask me 
how much we pay our assessors in Maine. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. 


| the members of this committee that we give 


them about two dollars or twodollars and a half 
for what we call aday’s work. But itis so pro- 


That is the question I | 


Upon their integrity, faithfulness, || 
and discretion rest the value of this census, | 





lars a day to officers performing duties cor 
sponding with those of these enumerators. 
The party now in power is pledged to eco: 
omy from this time forth in the administrat 
o: the Government, and I trust that every 
son in the country feels governed by sim 
views on this subject. ‘The people are ov 


| whelmed with the shadow of taxation which lia 


gathered at every man’sdoor. ‘The individus 
State, and the nation itself, are borne dow: 
with debt. It is time that every representa' 

of the people should endeavor to do all in his 


| power to bring the Government back to 


days of economy in its administration. | au 


| satisfied that in four fifths if not nine tenths 0! 





| the districts of the United States compete» 


enumerators can be obtained for two dollars 
day, and I shall at the proper time propose ® 
amendment to fix the compensation of 1) 
enumerators at that rate, with this proviso: 

That the Seeretary of the Interior in his discretio' 
may have the power of increasing the compensat! 
in all districts where competent enumerators cant 
otherwise be obtained to any sum not exceeding *\ 
dollars per day. 

I believe that in every portion of the United 
States competent enumerators can be obtaine’ 
for six dollars a day. It has been well said! 
my friend from California that in some )0! 
tions of that State the expenses of traveling a" 
very great. But, sir, that is limited to partic 
ular sections. My observation in that countr) 
has led me to believe that persons actua!') 
residing there with their families can live !or 
about the same money which is required 
procure subsistence here. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 
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an hou; 1. MAYHAM. I move the following as 
‘lance Htute: 
we SOu sod in any district where the enumerator shall be 
red to travel more than three miles from his 
luMerat, vo of residence to make any enumeration he shall 
aine?  antitled in addition to his per diemthe sum of ten 
as ‘mile for one way only for the distance so 
; led, to be established by the oath of said enum- 
Mendy aA * authenticated by the certificate of the district 
: perin endent. 
hdment \lr. Chairman, it seems to me that the pro- 
» e308 eed amendment referring this question to 
mendm he Secretary of the Interior will be consti- 
Perer iting that officer a court to sit in judgment 
amend yon the compensation which these enumer- 
i Word, ators shall be entitled to, and would lead to an 
Maniles almost endless investigation. The substitute 
isiderati which I propose is one which in its terms seems | 
it bec +o be simple. There must be something con- | 
‘Or tak jded to these enumerators. We must confide 
perty, an omething to their honesty and capacity, and 
LO Cost ; | why not confide to them the determination of 
regate the amount of the services they render? Re- 
ed by ; wire them as you require sheriffs and consta- 
mae bles, or any of the executive officers who are 
b With | entitled to traveling fees to make their returns 
fe Dumb inder oath ; pay them their per diem besides. 
‘ o0n. In that way you will arrive at a just compensa- 
mai ae tion. In Nevada and Colorado and California, | 
€ retain where it is said they may have to travel six 
ee hundred miles, they will receive an adequate 
vege De compensation. Inthe city of New York, where 
ng ot the districts are small and compact, all within 
we ay three miles, the enumerator would get nothing | 
the a but his per diem In that way you provide 
for necessary expenses in large and extensive 
1 districts, and at the same time restrict the com- 
ur d pensation to what it ought to be in compact 
Pe “n districts. 
upon Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I had hoped that 
“e the committee would have consented to rise to | 
‘4 rane close debate on this section, still leaving it | 
“oul open to amendment, so that we might get on. || 
_— | hope I shall be able to get it to do so after a 
li; 'B while. Debate has now drifted into the gen- | 
wang eral question of compensation. When I was | 
oa last up I was prevented from saying the spe- | 
ed Sta cifie thing which I desired to say: that in the | 
id a old law there were so many methods of com- | 
2s pensation, so many constructive charges, that | 
‘ und in my judgment that mode of payment opened 
me ' the door to the constant danger of having false 
eran) and fraudulent bills presented ; and, as a mat- | 
| Swo ter of fact, the whole administration of the 
1e8 ¢ census under the old law has shown a constant 
‘ators warfare between those who sent up bills for 
1 to payment and the auditing officers of the Gov- 
nistrat ernment. The committee, after looking into 
every | the whole matter very attentively, thought it 
y sim best to wipe away all constructive charges, all 
—_s indefinite and vague rates of payment, and to 
oe fixasimple per diem allowance. If the amount 
ndividua is not sufficient, let us make it more. But I 
ee oO think it would be difficult for us now to say | 
senta what precisely it should be. 
all na { would suggest this to the Committee of the | 
CK to Whole: let the bill stand as it does now; let 
rn. n. a the section go as itis, but with this understand- 
nee ing, that there will be time enough before the 
pmnpen actual execution of the provisions of this sec- | 
dollars tion, if the Seeretary of the Interior should 
ee find it to be necessary, for Congress to pass 
2 some modification of them. It seems to me 
noriee: that that would be the wise course. We pay the 
ae United States assistant assessors a per diem 
son Gah allowance, and give them nomileage. In fact 
eeding the whole tendency of the Government for a 
a number of years back has been to do away with 
e United constructive charges, and to provide definite 
obtain and fixed payments. I think it is better to fix 
HI said | the amount precisely, and to show on the very 
yme por lace of the law what we are going to pay, or at | 


reling ar’ 


0 partic I have drawn up showing the cost, exclusive 


eee of printing and publishing, of the censuses | 
. — taken from the beginning of the Government 
ive It 


of the United States to the present time; and 
let me say that the increase of cost each decade 
has averaged not far from seventy-five per cent, 


yuired t 


least the rates. I have here a little table which | 











| expense of printing and publishing. 


on the increase of population, the increase of 
industrial interests, and the increase also of the 
inquiries that were made by the different cen- 


ee et ese +e" 
suses. I will read the table; it is as follows: 
Cost of Censuses. 

StI futiitietelsntiottenianchodeieniicanenmedietes “44. 377 18 
SUN Gbht «tesanath ondbtinatapensuasichanlies teak dtiedh 66,609 O4 
I al See aaeakend 178,444 67 
Sil ichdaicennihiintanE tdcussiincinenis axdaans 208,525 99 
I inacaicii ited celal chia tat RO Rat ian 378,543 13 
Sis inuiciiumaieesadih aii ieelh teins 833,370 95 
1850 (to September 30, 1853, )..:.. senboesess heathens Oo 
1860 (total appropriations, $200,000 un 

I Nin kein cicseasthidaainind sain sailed wwe, 290,000 fo 


The cost of the last census, with the accounts 
of nearly the whole of the southern States 
unadjusted and unpaid, rose to $1,786,000; 


| and there are enough unpaid claims to make 


up the amount to $2,000,000, exclusive of the 
Well, 
now, at the rate of increased population, and 
when you consider the increase in prices in 
consequence of our currency, which our good 
friend from Illinois [Mr. InGeRsoL.] wants to 
increause, [laughter,] when you consider all 
these things I do not believe that this census, 


| under the bill proposed, will cost any more 


proportionally than its predecessors have cost. 
[ hope, therefore, we shall reject these amend- 
ments and let the section stand as it is, and 
that gentlemen will consent that we shall take 
the vote now. 

Mr. MAYHAM. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr.SARGENT. I renew it; and I send to 
the Clerk’s desk to be read a proviso to the 
internal revenue law of 1862 to show that this 
amendment contemplates no new principle in 
legislation. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. That is so. 

Mr. SARGENT. We have confided to the 
Secretary of the Treasury with reference to the 
assessors and collectors of the revenue in the 
Pacific States and Territories the very power 
that we now propose shall be exercised by the 
Secretary of the Interior under the operations 
of this bill, and certainly gentlemen will not 
say that the Secretary of the Treasury has 
abused that power. Under it the Government 
has collected millions and millions of dollars 
annually from the Pacific coast. That proviso 
was put in the law on my motion in the Thirty- 
Seventh Congress. I then assured the House 
that unless we could get some adequate com- 
pensation for those who were to be required to 
carry out the details of that bill there would be 


| a serious loss to the revenue, and I pledged 


myself then that our people would honestly pay 
the taxes levied upon them provided that the 
duties and responsibilities defined in the bill 
should be brought to their attention by persons 
adequately paid to do so. The result has veri- 
fied my prediction. 

Now, I desire simply that the same principle 
then applied shall be applied here. I then 
asked you to do it in order that the Govern- 
ment might collect taxesofus. I ask you now 
to do it in order that we may be fairly enum- 
erated inthis census; that we may be enabled 
to maintain our rights upon this floor in the 
way of representation. I ask thatthe provision 


of the former law be read. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


** Provided, The Secretary of the Treasury shall be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to fix such additional 
rates of compensation to be made to assessors and 
assistant assessors in the States of California and Ore- 
gon and the Territories as may appear to him to be 
just and equitable in consequence of the greater 
cost of living and traveling in those States and Ter 
ritories, and as may in his judgment be necessary to 
secure the services of competent and efficient men, 
provided the rates of compensation thus allowed 
shall not exceed the rates paid to similar officers in 
such States and Territories respectively. In cases 
where the collection district embraces more than a 
single congressional district the Secretary of the 
Treasury may allow the assessor such compensation 


| as he may deem necessary.” 


| 


Mr. SARGENT. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. MAYHAM. I renew my amendment 
to the amendment. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
mentof Mr. Maya ; and it was not agreed to. 
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he question then recurred upon the ainend 
ment of Mr. Firen, 

Mr. MARSHALL, I offer the following as 
a substitute for the amendment of the gen 
tleman from Nevada, [Mr. Frreu:} 

_And each enumerator shall receive as compens 
tion for his services two dollars per day for the tim, 
during which he is actually employed as such enum 
erator, provided that in the districts where compe 
tent enumerators cannot otherwise be secured th: 
Secretary of the Interior may, in his discretion, allow 
as compensation any sum not exceeding six dollar 
per day. 

I will only say in addition to what I said a 
few minutes ago that lam satisfied my amend 
ment is preferable to the provision contained 
in the bill. In the counties of nearly all the 
States of the Union competent men are obtained 
for similar services at a compensation of two 
dollars per day and the offices are actually 
sought for by men who are fully competent 
to discharge the duties required of an enum 
erator by this bill. The district superin 
tendents under this bill are to have an amount 
of patronage almost unprecedented in the his 
tory of our country, and I warn gentlemen 
around me, members of the dominant party, 
that if in their districts shrewd men who may 
happen aspire to congressional honors 
should be appointed as these district superin 
tendents, with unlimited patronage as to the 
number of enumerators to be employed ai 
large compensation, the places that now know 
them in this Hall will know them no more for 
ever. These district superintendents will have 
more patronage, more influence with the head 
of families in the various districts than any 
officers we have heretofore had. They can g 
into every township and every settlement, and 
picking out the most influential men, may con 
fer upon them this office of enumerator at a 
compensation of four or five dollars a day, and 
in this way the district superintendents can 
exert an immense political power. I think 
that two dollars a day is ample compensation, 
except for the Pacific coast; and as to those 
districts I am willing to leave it to the discre 
tion of the Secretary of the Interior to fix a 
sum not exceeding six dollars a day. | 
satisfied that the amendment will be an 
provement upon the bill, and [ hope it will 
adopted. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


The question recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Firca as modified. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move to amend by 
inserting after ‘‘enumerator,’’ in the eighth 
line, the words ‘‘and fifty cents for every one 
hundred persons by him enumerated.” 

The CHAIRMAN. That amendment is not 
in order, not being in the form of an amend 
ment to the pending amendment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move, then, to amend 
by striking out the last word of the pending 
amendment. I make this motion for the pur 
pose of saying that in my opinion some pro 
vision of the kind | have just indicated is neces- 
sary in order to keep the number of these enum 
erators within reasonable bounds. It is true 
their number is to be regulated subject to the 
approval of the Secretary of the Interior, but 
ve all know that he cannot possibly have defi- 
nite information in regard to all the various 
districts, and under the provisions of this bill 
as it now stands there will be in many congres- 
sional districts an unusual and unnecessarily 
large number of officers appointed to do this 
work. Itisasixty-days’ job. The district super- 
intendent has power virtually to name as many 
as he pleases to do this work. We all know 
very well that among his political and persona! 
friends he will distribute these offices. In some 
districts we shall have one enumerator for 
every fifteen or twenty families, who will be 
employed for this whole sixty days at 4 pe) 
diem. If we couple with that a provision to pay 
them according to an amendment that has 
been read at the Clerk’s desk there will be an 
inducement to increase the size of these dis- 
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In order to obviate all this I shall at 
I with- 


tricts. 
the proper time offer an amendment. 
draw the pending amendment. 

Mr. HOAR, I move the following as a sub- 
stitute; 

Amend by adding te section seventcen as follows: 

Provided, That when any enumeration district 
hall consist of more than ten miles aeneeye Super- 
intendent of the Census may, at his discretion, allow 
to the enumerator such actual and necessary tray el- 
ing expenses as he may have incurred, in widition 
to the other compensation provided herein. 

I willsay, in explanation of the amendment, 
that it permits the superintendent of the cen- 
sus to allow such necessary traveling expenses 
as he shall deem fit to the enumerators in any 
district which exceeds more than ten miles 
square, or where they are not able to sleep at 
home during the discharge of their duties. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 41, noes 70. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. F'ircu’s amendment was then adopted. 

Mr, PAINE. I move toadd to the section 
the following proviso: 

Provided, That the Seeretary of the Interior shall 
reject any demand for compensation under this act 


which shall in his judgment be fraudulent or ex- 
COCssive, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CULLOM. I move to insert the follow- 
ing in line twenty-five, after the word ‘‘ paid ; 

And where an appointment has been made to sup- 
ply a vacancy arising in the office of enumerator an 
equitable allowance shall be made for work done and 
accepted by each person so employed, whether by 
original appointment or to supply a vacancy. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CREBS. Believing, as I do, that eight 
dollars per day is ample remuneration for the 
services to be rendered by the district superin- 
tendents under the provisions of this bill, and 
to obviate any possibility that extra compens- 
ation may be granted them, I offer asan amend- 
ment, after the word ‘‘day,’’ in the third line, 
the words ‘tand he shall receive no other 
or further compensation for any services per- 
formed by him underthe provisious of this act, 
and that,’’ &e. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I propose to amend by 
inserting after the word ‘* enumerator,’’ in the 
cighth line, the words ‘and fifty cents for 


ated.”’ 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I cannot think 
that the proposition offered by the gentleman 
from Missouri can fail to increase the com- 
pensation of the enumerators. He proposes to 
give fifty cents per hundred for ali the names 
enrolled, upon the ground that this will be an 


inducement to enlarge the enumeration dis- | 


tricts and diminish the number of enumerators. 
{ cannot see that this will be the case. The 
amount which each one would get under this 
provision would be so small in proportion to 
his whole pay that I think it would have no 
influence whatever in lessening the number of 
enumerators. Suppose an enumerator enrolls 
four thousand men ina month, he would by 
this amendment be entitled to receive twenty 


| by the United States marshals. 


| 
| 





dollars extra, which is no great sum for an || 


individual. But when you multiply this sum 
of twenty dollars by the whole number of fifteen 
thousand enumerators, you will find that the 
expense of taking the census will be increased 
by atotal amount of $300,000. I cannotallow 
this provision to be inserted in the bill without 
at least my protest being uttered against it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I beg to offer asubstitute 
for the amendment of the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Bensamin,] and send it to the 
desk to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

In linesevenstrike out ‘four’ and insert “three; 
and in line eleven after “‘enumeration”’ insert ‘and 
each special deputy and enumerator shall also be 
allowed as additional compensation for his services, 
after the rate of ten cents for each person enumer- 


ated, and for each farm fully returned ten cents; for 
each establishment of productive industry or mor- 


| sufficient. 


cantile establishment fully taken and returned fif- 
teen cents; for each return of a fishery, or of any 
corporation or institution concerning which inform 
ation is required by this act 
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uly taken and reported | 


fifteen cents; and for each name of a deceased per- | 


son returned two cents: Provided, That in making 
returns of farms and establishments of productive in- 
dustry, and of corporations and institutions and of 
the commercial and social statistics required by this 
act, the instructions of the Secretary of the Interior 
must be strictly observed, and no allowance shall be 
made for any returns not authorized by such instrue- 
tions, or for any returns not limited to the year next 
preceding the day in which the census is directed to 
ye taken.” 

Mr. MAYNARD. 1 desire to call the atten- 
tion of the committee to this amendment for 
a moment. The compensation proposed is 
precisely the compensation that the present 
law, the act of 1850, allows, with this differ- 
ence, that instead of giving mileage at the rate 
of ten cents a mile by the highly artificial 
method that is presented in that law, it sub- 
stilutes the sum of three dollars a day for 
expenses. The other items are precisely copied 
from the law of 1850—two cents for 
inhabitant, two cents for each deceased per- 
son, ten cents for each farm, and fifteen cents 
for each establishment, Xe. 

The law appointing these enumerators is 
almost word for word copied from the act of 
1850, which directed the census to be taken 


were required to divide their districts into sub- 
districts of convenient size, and in each one 
of those sub-districts to appoint an assistant 
marshal, who corresponds precisely with the 
enumerators provided for in this bill, and they 
were to be paid according to the system pro- 
vided for in sections twelve aud thirteen of the 
law. 
ing mileage, and I have omitted that in my 
amendment, and in lieu of all mileage propose 
to give them three dollars a day to cover their 
traveling and other expenses. I will not re- 
peat what I have already said. The measure 
of compensation is specific and definite, and 
there can be no construction possible except 
in regard to the per diem, oat that would be 
equally applicable to the bill as it now stands. 
jut if the pay is in proportion to the amount 
of work done, there can be no doubt. IJtis a 


| mere matter of calculation. 


It has been suggested that paying in this 


| way would be an inducement to the enumer- 
every one hundred persons by him enumer- || 


ators to make returns of fictitious persons—per- 
sons who do not exist. I submit that the dan- 
ger does not liein that direction. The danger 
is that men will perform the work in a careless, 
slovenly manner, and will not enumerate all 
the persons that actually live in their districts. 
Unless there be a stimulus to hunt them up 
they will be not only apt, but almost certain to 
do so. And if our next census should fail to 
show a correspondence in the increase of our 
»opulation and our industry such as we have 
beam accustomed to expect it would be a result 
at which we will all be greatly mortified. And 
then, as my friend from Missouri [Mr. Ben- 
JAMIN] has well said, if this feature is incor- 
porated in the bill you will take away the 


| inducement to cut up your congressional dis- 


tricts into an infinitely large number of small 
sub-districts. Every enumerator will be inter- 
ested in having just as large a district as he 
can properly attend to. Instead of increasing 


| the total of compensation it will, in my judg- 


ment, prove to be a measure of economy. 
The question was then taken on the amend- 

ment to the amendment; and it was rejected. 
The question was then taken on the amend- 


| mentof Mr. Bensam1n; and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. JENCKES. I move to strike out the 
last word of this section for the purpose of 
making an inquiry. The committee have pro- 
vided here for a rejection of the returns of the 
enumerator when they are incomplete or in- 
Have they made any provision for 
retaking them when any returns have been 
rejected ? 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The whole matter 


2ach | 


The marshals | 


There was no constructive pay except: | 











December 1}, 


is left on this ground: one half the pay is wit 
held until the returns are properly taken: ; 
. .- ° ’ , ua 
implies that they will be properly retake, 

Mr. JENCKES. It does not provide for ay. 

. . . . _ Ghy 

particular time for retaking these return if 
they are not properly taken in June. [ wis).. 
draw my pro forma amendment, and offer ;),, 
following as an addition to the section: 

And whenever the district superintendent «, 
reject the return of any special deputy or enumey.; 
as unsatisfactory he sball report that fact to the « 
retary of the Interior, and thereupon the said Seo, 
tary may in his diseretion extend the time wir), 
which the duties of such special deputy or enum... 
ator may be performed, and either direct the dist; 
superintendent to refer such report back to «,. 
special deputy or enumerator for revision, or dipoo: 
and authorize the district superintendent to appoint 
a new special deputy or enumerator to perfor +), 
duty of special deputy or enumerator whose yy D ,} 
has been rejected; and the new officer thus appoint q 
shall take the same oath and perform the duties j, 
the same manner as required by this act of the ofiice, 
originally appointed, and within the time limited }), 
the order of the Secretary of the Interior. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I see no objec. 
tion to the gentleman’s proposition unless j; 
increases the pay. 

Mr. JENCKES. 
pay. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JENCKES. In order to make this g, 
tion correspond with the prior sections, I moye 
to amend by inserting the words ‘* special dep 
uty or’’ in the places where necessary, as | 
will indicate to the Clerk. . 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objectioy 
this amendment will be regarded as agreed to, 

There was no objection. 

The Clerk began the reading of section eight. 
een, when 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, said: My, 


Chairman, as it is Saturday afternoon, I move 


It has no effect upon the 


| that the committee rise in order that we may 


adjourn. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I trust the gentle. 
man will allow the reading of the bill to pro 
ceed till amendments are offered. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
I must insist on my motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. 
Dawes reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, pursuant | 
order, had had under consideration House )ii! 
No. 424, to provide for taking the ninth census 
of the United States, and to fix the number o! 
members of the House of Representatives an! 
to provide for their future apportionment among 
the several States, and had come to no resolu 
tion thereon. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that this 
be reprinted, so as to indicate the amendments 
already made. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SAMUEL H. MOORE. 


Mr. MUNGEN, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. Ik. No. 504) for the relief 
of Samuel H. Moore, late a private in company 
G, fifty-seventh Ohio veteran volunteer infan- 
try; which was read a first and second time, 
and, with accompanying papers, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


TRIAL BY JURY. 


Mr. KNOTT, by unanimous consent, intro: 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 505) to amend the 
existing laws of the United States in relation to 
trials by jury in the Federal courts; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


CONTESTED-ELECTION CASES. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House papers in the contested: 
election cases of Barnes vs. Adams, from Ken- 
tucky, and Switzler vs. Dyer, from Missour!; 
which were referred to the Committee of Elec: 
tions. 

And then, on motion of Mr. BUTLER, of 
Massachusetts, (at three o’clock and twenty 
minutes p. m.,) the House adjourned. 
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ae : PETITIONS, ETC. 
Ben; th The following petitions, &c., were presented 
aken, oder the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
le OF an: omli ittees: ; a 2 
ne oe BECK: The petition of General 
t with. ‘eslie Combs, of Lexington, Kentucky, on 
offer 4 half of the old soldiers of the war of 1812, 
Pr nraving that pensions be granted to them. ; 
Fab * Also, the petition of A. Bu Dickinson, of 
nuMeraty, Virginia, praying for the removal of his polit- 
aids cal disabilities. . ne 
me wit “By Mr. BEATTY: The petition of Benjamin 
r enumer. eidenour, John F’, Greene, and 38 others, citi- 
he dists ‘ans of Richland county, Ohio, asking the 
or dir. -omoval of the tariff on foreign hides. 
Lo appoi ' ~ By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of John 
wd Rankin, M. D. King, E. B. Winans, and others, 
app int f Belmont county, Ohio, praying the repeal 
 dutie fall duties on hides. 
imi By Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts : A 
id etition of citizens of Buffalo, New York, for 
no obje, che repeal of the tariff on coal. as 
unless By Mr. COWLES: A petition for the relief 
f disabled soldiers. 
upon th: Also, the petition of A. P. Seeley, for relief. 
Also, the petition of Myren Henington, for 
eliel. 
a Also, the petition of Jacob Sanderson, for 
reuel, 
+ J = Also, the petition of E. M. Dudley, for relief. 
evan Oe By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of citizens 
ary, as | f Wayne and of Shelby county, Indiana, ask- 
ects ng a remission of the duty on imports on 
saad Pg ides, and allow them to enter free. z 
, = Also, the petition of citizens of West Eau 
isa Claire, Wisconsin, appealing to Congress in be- 
om cigh alf of actual settlers, free homesteads, and uni- 
id: Mh ver al suffrage, and against land monopolists. 
Tie _Also, the petition in behalf of the widow of 
‘we mo Villiam A. Boyd, a soldier of the eighty-fourth 
may giment of Indiana volunteers. 
atent) By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of Wil- 
c im H. Hall, of Sevier county, Tennessee, 
to pi ‘ing pay for stores taken by the Army during 
Deli e rebellion. 


Also, the petition of Mrs. Kitsey Williams, 
idow and relict of Elias Williams, deceased, 
~ mpany D, third Tennessee volunteers, pray- 


a ig for @ pension, 

Pact Also, the petition of Mrs. Maria Lea, widow 
aan td f Seth Lea, deceased, of Knox county, Ten- 
ns ssee, praying for a pension. 

A it Also, the petition of Mrs. Elizabeth Mur- 
ona phey, widow and relict of Joseph Murphey, 
i dite deceased, company F, third Tennessee volun- 
enn teers, praying her husband’s pay and bounty. 


Also, the petition of Archibald Myers, late 
captain company F’, sixth Tennessee volua- 
teers, asking pay for subsistence furnished re- 
cruits. 

Also, the petition of Thomas J. Mason, Wil- 
liam M. Alexander, and others, citizens of 
Roane county, Tennessee, praying reliefagainst 
the late revolutionary proceedings in that State. 


that this 
\dments 


ent, in- 


a relief By Mr. ORTH: A petition from citizens of 
ompany Benton county, Indiana, asking for pensions 
e infan- to the soldiers of the war of 1812. 
d time. By Mr. SCOFIELD: The resolutions of a 
d to the meeting of soldiers of 1812, held at Warren, 
Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. SMYTH, of Iowa: The memorial of 

» intro- W. S. Bradley & Co., and 60 others, residents 


nd the 


. of the d . 
ation to uty on foreign hides. 


re By Mr. STARKWEATHER: The petition 

set gr of VV illiam H. Barnes and others, of New Lon- 
don, Connecticut, asking that coal be admitted 
free of duty. 

, sy Mr. TAF'FE: A petition of the citizens 
onsent, of Dodge eounty, Nebraska, praying to have 
tested: ‘he duty on hides remitted. 

m Ken- 4 v Mr. TANNER: The petition of Warren 
ssourl; Y. 


sascom, udministrator of Oliver Bascom, 

Geceased, for relief. 

; By Mr. WARD: A petition of officers and 

ER, of members of the Chemung county, New York, 

twenty ‘ledical Society, asking an increase of rank for 
medical officers in the Navy. 


f Elec 


. removal of their political disabilities ; 


of Linn county, lowa, praying for the repeal | 


IN 


Monpay, 


SENATE. 
December 13, 
Prayer by Rev. Westey Prerryman, D. D., 
of Georgia. 
The Journal of Thursday last was read and 
approved. 
Hon. Revsen E. Fenton, from the State of 
New York, appeared in his seat to-day. 


1869. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The VICK PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
communicating a report of the disbursements 
forthe maintenance of peace among the various 
Indian tribes under the act of April 10, 1869; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from 
the Secretary of the Interior, communicating 
a statement of the current and contingent 
expenses of the Indian service for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1869; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. As these papers 
are very bulky, if there be no objection the 
question of printing them will be referred to 
the Committee on Printing unlesssome Senator 
makes a motion to print them. ‘The reference 
will be made. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the pe- 
titions of S. T. Burries and James M. Fain, of 
Carthage, Panola county, Texas, praying the 
which 
were referred to the select Committee on the 
temoval of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented the petition of John A. 
Ragan, of Mississippi, praying the adoption 
of his plan for deepening the channel of the 
Mississippi river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the grand 
jurors of the Territory of New Mexico for the 
November term of the supreme court of that 
Territory, praying relief from depredations of 
the Indians; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present a petition of cit- 
izens of Buffalo, county of Erie, in the State 
of New York, praying that the people may be 
protected by the entire removal of duty on coal, 
and that Congress will adopt whatever other 
measures of relief legally within its power may 
be an effectual remedy against the monopolies 
of this indispensable necessary to human exist- 
ence. This petition is signed, among others, 
by Hon. E. G. Spaulding, who is well known to 
the Chair from the eminent position which he 
occupied for a long timeinthe other House. I 
also present another petition from citizens of 
Buffalo, of the same character, which has a 
long list of names attached. I move the ref- 
erence of both to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON presented a petition of sol- 
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the independence of her sons from the tyranny 
of a foreign yoke, which for more than a year 
they claim they have maintained in the Isiand 
of Cuba. I think this petition should be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. If I 
understand the object of it, | sympathize with 
it very heartily. 

The VICE PRESIPENT. 
referred. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I present the petition ot 
quite a number of lawyers of Galveston, Texas, 
setting forth that Judge John C. Watrous, the 
district judge of that district, has been stricken 
with paralysis, which renders him wholly unable 
physically to discharge the duties of district 
judge in that district, aud asking, under the 


lt 


will be so 


circumstances, that an additional judge be 


diers of the war of 1812, praying to be allowed | 


pensions; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILSON. [also present the memorial 
of Mrs. Elizabeth Harding, which is indorsed 
by several hundred persons, among them sev- 
eral gentlemen well known to the country, ask- 
ing for a pension, on account of the death of 
her son, lost in the Army. I move its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CATTELL presented the petition of 
Thomas Jefferson Randolph, executor of 
Thomas Jefferson, praying the return of cer- 
tain private papers of Mr. Jefferson on deposit 
in the Department of State ; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have the honor to pre- 


sent a petition, very respectably and numer- | 


ously signed, from citizens of Brookfield, Con- 
necticut, who very respectfully petition this 
honorable body to accord to Cuba the rights 
of a belligerent Power, and at once recognize 





appointed. The petition also sets forth the 
necessity for holding courts there and the 
amount of business that is pending in that dis- 
trict. I move its reference to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. “ 

The motion was agreed to: 

Mr. SCOTT presented a petition of the let- 
ter-carriers of the city of Philadelphia, praying 
for an increase of their salaries; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of 
George H. Corliss, of the city of Providence, 
Rhode Island, praying the extension of his 
patent for improvements in steam-engines ; 
which was referred to the Committee 
Patents. 

He also presented the petitionof Mrs. Mary 
Dunn, praying the restoration to her of a plant- 
ation in South Carolina forfeited during the 
var for non-payment of taxes; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of 
William and Joseph E. Nourse, executors of 
Michael Nourse, deceased, praying that com- 
pensation be made for the services of Michael 
Nourse while acting as Register of the Treas- 
ury; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. WILLEY presented the petition of N. 
H. Williams, praying remuneration for losses 
which he sustained in a contract for filling up 
certain low grounds near the Capitol; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims, 

He also presented the petition of Leroy Old- 
ham, of Virginia, praying that he may be re- 
lieved of the disabilities imposed npon him by 
the fourteenth article of the amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States and the recon- 
struction acts ; which was referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

Mr. ROBERTSON presented the petition 
of C. D. Meltonyof South Carolina, praying to 
be relieved from his political disabilities ; which 
was referred to the select Committee on the 

temoval of Political Disabilities. : 

He also presented the petition of Azariah 
Ennies, of Georgia, praying the removal of his 
political disabilities ; which was referred to the 
select Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities. 

He also presented the petition of Asa Rogers, 
of Virginia, praying the removal of his political 
disabilities ; which was referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Politieal Dis- 
abilities. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of 
Commodore Joseph F. Greene, complaining 
of alleged injustice in the special promotions 
in the Navy under the act approved July 25, 
1866, and praying for the restoration of the 
names of naval officers who were not so pro 
moted to the relative position upon the Navy 
list which was occupied by them prior to the 
passage of that act, and from which be alleg: 


on 


| they have been degraded without a hearing and 


without cause; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PRATT presented the petition of John 
B. Chapman, late of the Territory of Wash- 


| ington, formerly Oregon, representing that he 





entered in February, 1450, upon a certain waste 
and unappropriated tract of land lying on Puget 
sound, and improved and cultivated the same ; 
that there were no surveyors or land offices in 
the Territory at the time; that a notice was 
served on him by the agents of the Hudson Bay 
and Puget Seund Agricultural Company to quit 
his claim, on the ground that they claimed the 
land occupied by him by virtue of the treaty 
of 1846 between the United States and Great 
britain; that he laid the case before the then 
President of the United States. who advised 
him to remain in the States until the matter 
was settled; that it has only recently been done 
by the international commission, and praying 
for relief in the premises; which was referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


holders, and other citizens of Mobile, Alabama, 
praying that the light-houses which formerly 


its mouth on Sand Island and Mobile Point 
may be restored and improved, such means of 
security to navigation being greatly required by 
the commerce of the port; which were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BOREMAN presented the petitions of 


Martin, of the county of Henry, and Asa Dick- 
inson, of Prince Kdward county, in the State 
of Virginia, praying for the removal of their 


select Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities. 
Mr, COLE presented resolutions of the 


between that city and China and Japan, by the 
establishment of more frequent mail commu- 
nication; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of Wil- 
liam IT’. Gould, of Augusta, Georgia, praying 
for the removal of his political disabilities ; 





which was referred to the select Committee on | 


ihe Removal of Political Disabilities. 


Mr. CASSERLY presented the memorial | 


of the regents of the University of California, 
praying for the amendment of existing laws 


granting lands for the support of colleges for | 


political disabilities; which were referred tothe | 


Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco, Cali- | 
fornia, asking aid to facilitate communication | 


Mr. SPENCER presented two petitions of | 
merchants, traders, business men, property- | 


existed within the bay at Choctaw Point and | 


_ consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
| No, 315) to provide that officers of the Army 


John Staples, of the county of Patrick, William || 10 . ‘ : " 
| disbursing officers; which was read twice by | 


the benefit of agriculture and the mechanic | 
arts, sO as to better secure the object in view | 
when the original grant was made; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Ile also presented the memorial of Samuel 
I", Butterworth, praying Congress to release him 
and the heirs of Arnold Harris from a judg- 
ment obtained against them as sureties on the 
bond of a defaulting postmaster; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CARPENTER. I am instructed by a | 
majority of the Committee on the Judiciary, to | 


whom was referred the bill (S. No. 281) to 
perfect the reconstruction of the State of Geor- 


gia, to report it back with an amendment in the | 


nature of a substitute ; and also to report back 
the bill (S. No. 3) to enforce the fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States in the State of Georgia 
and to restore to that State the republican gov- 

; ernment elected under its new constitution, with 
the request that the committee be discharged 
from its further consideration. 


Mr. MORTON. I desire, if it is in order, 


; to submit certain amendments to the bill just 

5 | reported with regard to the reconstruction of 

oq and I ask to have them printed with 
the bill. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. They will be 

ordered to be printed. 
: Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on 
ae the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
te (S. No. 298) to relieve members of Congress 
from importunity, and to preserve the inde- 


| 


| | 








| 


| title, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


| 318) to regulate the importation of immigrants 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


pendence of the different Departments of the 
Government, reported it with an amendment. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 312) to remit the duties on a bronze fount- 
ain presented to the city of: Cincinnati by 
Henry Probasco ; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 813) 
to amend the charter of the National Junction 
Railway Company; which was read twice by 
its title, referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 314) repealing all laws authorizing the | 
transmission of matter in the mails free of post- 
age ; which was read twice by its title, referred | 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous 


detailed to act as superintendents and agents 
in the Indian department shall give bonds as | 


its title, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent | 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 316) 
to eee for the payment of pensions quar- 
terly ; which was read twice by its title, referred | 
to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. CARPENTER asked, and by unanimous | 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. | 
No. 817) in regard to the resignation of judges 
in certain cases; which was read twice by its | 


ciary, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 


under labor contracts; which was read twicé 
by its title, and ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

Mr. SCOTT asked, and by unanimous con- | 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
319) to extend the time for presenting claims 
for additional bounties; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CORBETT asked, and by unanimous | 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. | 
No. 320) to fund the maturing debt of the 
United States by a self-funding bond: which 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CORBETT. I move that the bill be 
printed and laid on the table; and at a future 
day I shall call it up and explain it. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. OSBORN asked, and by unanimous con- | 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 
321) to provide for a building suited to the use | 
of the post office, the revenue officers, and the 
judicial officers of the United States in the 
city of Jacksonville, Florida; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous | 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. | 
No. 322) to establish a probate court in the | 
District of Columbia, nak for other purposes ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous 








No. 323) to authorize the establishing of a | 
navy-yard at New Orleans; which was read | 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on || 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introdnee a bill (S. No, 324) 
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to declare forfeited to the United States eer 
lands granted to aid in the construction of + 
roads in the States of Alabama, Missis; fot 
Louisiana, and Florida, and for other purposes. 
which was read twice by its title, referred to +) 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered ; + 
printed. 

Mr. CASSERLY asked, and by unanimo, 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bi]! /¢ 
No. 825) amendatory of an act entitled «4 
act to further provide for giving effect to 4), 
various grants of public lands to the State 
Nevada,’’ approved June 8, 1868; which y 
read twice by its title, referred to the Comum 
tee on Public Lands, and ordered to be pr inte 

Mr. CORBETT asked, and by unanimoy 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a }jj| 
No. 326) to establish a department of Indjq,, 
affairs; which was read twice by its title, ro. 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, gy) 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanim 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a join: 


resolution (S. R. No. 75) in relation to th, 


| printing for the use of the Department of §:, 
| of additional copies of documents emanatiy- 


from that Department; which was read tw; 
by its title, and referred to the Committee 
Printing. 

SPANISH GUN-BOATS FOR CUBA, 

Mr. CARPENTER. I offer the followin, 
resolution : 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Senate, 
thirty gun-boats purchased or contracted for in th 
United States by or on behalf of the Government, 
Spain to be employed against the revolted dist) 
of Cuba should not be allowed to depart from ¢| 
Yanan States during the continuance of that rel 

10n. 

I desire to have the resolution laid on ty 
table to day, and wish to give notice that if i 
be agreeable to the Senate I shall move {0 
its consideration to-morrow and ask to | 
heard in its support. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
will lie on the table. The Chair will state : 
the Senator from Wisconsin that the Chair has 
been informed that the death of one of the lat 
Senators, the Senator from Maine, will | 
announced to-morrow. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I thought that was 
be on Wednesday. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under 
stands it will be to-morrow. 

ARRANGEMENT OF STATUTES-AT-LARGE. 

Mr. CONKLING submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by wnani 
mous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Revision 
the Laws be instructed to inquire whether the 1 
of printing, paging, indexing, arranging, and bin 
ing the statutes of the United States, under the 
tract for that purpose, ought not to be altered a 
improved. 

SHAWNEE LANDS. 

Mr. ROSS submitted the following resolu 
tion; which was considered by unanimou 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior 
hereby directed to report for the information of t 


| Senate copies of all papers on file in his Departmen 


relating to the disposal of the tract of land in Kansas 
known as the ‘ Black Bob”? Shawnee reservatio! 

and he is requested to suspend proceeding in 

premises until congressional action can be had | 

relation thereto. 


JURISDICTION OF COURTS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate last 
week postponed a bill presented by the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. Drake] until one o'clock 
of thisday. The morning-hour business seems 
to have been concluded, although the morning 
hour has not fully expired. There is no other 
business before the Senate at this time unless 
that or some other bill shall be called up. | 

Mr. DRAKE. I move to take up that bill 
now. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded tv 
consider the bill (S. No. 274) further to define 
and regulate the jurisdiction and powers of the 
courts of the United States. 
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Vr. DRAKE. Mr. President, I would in- 
wire of the Chair whether at the present stage 
‘’ the bill it is admissible for me to modify its 
It has not yet been referred to a com- 


mitfee. 
“The VICE PRESIDENT. By the usage of 
-he Senate, the yeas and nays not having been 
-dered upon any question connected with the 
| and no action having been taken, no vote 
ad, it is subject to modification by its mover. 
Mr. DRAKE. I send to the Chaira copy of 
‘he bill modified as I desire it to stand, and ask 
pat it be reported in full, and that in its modi- 
‘ed shape it be printed. 
fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
-om Missouri modifies his bill, and the modified 
| will be considered as before the Senate as 
» Committee of the Whole. The Secretary 
| read it at length. 
[he bill as modified was read, as follows: 
\ hill farther to define and regulate the jurisdiction 
and powers of the courts of the United States. 
He it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
vos of the United States of America in Congress assem- 


/ That no court created by an act of Congress, | 


r judge thereof, shall have power in any case to 
uljudge or hold any act or joint resolution of Con- 


yress invalid, in whole or in part, for any supposed | 


epugnaney between such act or joint resolution and 

e Constitution of the United States, or for any sup- 

sed want of authority in said Constitution for the 
awe: nor shall the appellate jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court of the United States be construed to 
uthorize that court, in any case now pending or 
ereafter brought before it, to make any order, or 
ender any judgment or decree based upon any such 


liudging or holding by it: nor shall any justice of 
said Supreme Court, in furtherance of the exercise of 


such appellate jurisdiction, make any order, or au- 


jrize Or issue any writ or process, or take any pro- | 


ling based uponany such adjudging or holding by 


n or by the said Supreme Court: and every order, | 
iudgment, or decree of any inferior United States | 


court, or of any State court, which may come before 
iid Sapreme Court for review, and which shall ap- 


pear to have been based upon any such adjudging or | 
holding, shall for that cause be by said Supreme Court | 


reversed, yacated, and annulled. 


lhe VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 


‘bjection the modified bill will be ordered to | 


be printed. It is so ordered. 

Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, two years ago, 
n addressing the Senate, I incidentally recog- 
nized the right of the Supreme Court ofthe Uni- 


ted States to declare an act of Congress invalid | 
A few months after- | 


for unconstitutionality. 
ward, against all my legal education and pre- 
conceptions, against the reiterated rulings of 
that court, against all professional tradition,and 
against the authority of all the writerson Amer- 


ican constitutional law, | was surprised to find | 
myself involuntarily doubting that right. This | 


question forced itself upon me, Does the Con- 
stitution vest in one body of men the exclusive 
power to make laws for the nation, and at the 


same time vest in another body of men the | 
lo answer this aflirm- | 
atively, as the Supreme Court in effect claims | 


power to annul them? 


itshould be answered, presented to my mind 
so extraordinary a solecism, as well as so grave 


an imputation upon the legal acumen and com- | 


monsense of the framers of the Constitution, 
that 1 was led from this point into an exam- 
ination of the whole subject. 
cuted that examination from time to time with 


candor and fidelity, impelled by the single | 


desire to arrive at the truth; and my final and 
undoubting judgment is that there is no word 
in the Constitution which, rightly considered, 
justifies such an answer. ‘This bill is the off- 
spring of that judgment. As it brings up a 
new question, which covers a wide field of 
inquiry, Lask the indulgent attention of the 
Senate while I endeavor, necessarily at some 
length, to discuss it. The subject is a great 


one and worthy of the best attention of the | 


Senate and the country. 

_One embarrassment meets me at the thresh- 
old—-the possibility, perhaps probability, of 
my being unable to impart to others the strong 
conviction of my own mind, that this subject 
cannot be seen in its true light or treated on 
correct principles, except from a high national 
point of view. Were the national Government 
the only one known to us, we should have no 


I have prose- | 


I] 


| remove. 


difficulty in considering it on purely national 
principles ; but there is an impediment to this, 
which I desire in the outset, if practicable, to 
It is found in the influence of the 
practice of the States. We have been so long 
familiar in all the States with the exercise by 


| their judiciary of the power to declare the acts 


of their Legislatures void for unconstitutional- 
ity, that its influence is felt by almost every 


| one in the consideration of the power of the 


| formed in 1787. 





Federal judiciary over acts of Congress. It 
seems hard for many to discover a difference 
between the two cases. They do not perceive 
why what is done by the courts of every 
State as to its laws may not as well be done 
by the Federal courts as to the laws of the 
United States. But there is a wide difference 
between thecases. The ‘‘judicial power’’ under 
the Constitution of the United States, as will 
be more fully shown presently, is that which 
was understood and known as judicial power 
at the common law when the Constitution was 
What that power was then 
it is now—no more, no less; and it is incapable 
of enlargement or diminution, either by act of 
Congress or by any practice since 1787, how- 
ever long continued. 


With the State courts, however, it is differ- | 


ent. The constitutions of nearly ail the States 
are of comparatively recent date, and the judi- 
cial power in any of them may therefore prop- 
erly be considered to include all that had been 
accorded to it in that State prior to the adop- 


tion of its existing constitution, and in States | 
of new settlement all that had been accorded | 
to it in other States from which the people | 


came. Hence the influence of prior usage in 


the interpretation of the grant of judicial power | 


in any State constitution may legitimately be 
felt as a sort of State common law on the sub- 


| ject; but, as will be hereafter shown, there 
| never was any such usage in the courts as to 


national legislation prior to 1787, either inthis 
country or in Great Britain, whence we derive 
all we know of the common law. Hence the 
essential and controlling difference between 
the two cases. 

If, therefore, any one should be reluctant to 
question the right of the Federal courts to hold 
an act of Congress void for unconstitutionality, 


| lest it should lead to a denial of such right to 


State courts over State laws, passed oftentimes 
by bodies not fit for the important business of 


law-making, he will see that no such result | 


need ensue, for the cases are essentially unlike, 
and it no more follows that what is decided in 
regard to the Federal courts would unsettle the 
usage in the States, than that the practice in the 
States settles the question as to the Federal 
courts. 

The importance of this subject is no less 
than vital, for it involves the living, health- 


| ful, and efficient operation of the Government 


under the Constitution. Establish the claim of 
the judiciary, and practically a radical change 
may be expected to ensue in the working of the 
Government. A second veto power is set up— 
more potent than that of the President, be- 
cause absolute—the power to veto not a bill, 
but a law, so far as its operation in the particular 
case before the court is concerned, and by the 
moral weight of the judgment of the court to 
give it practically a death-blow. ‘This isin every 
view a higher power than that of Congress. 
If it exists, it must be derived from the Consji- 
tution. If not found there, its exercise can be 


cerity of judicial conviction in its favor can 
uphold, and which can derive no sanctity from 
illustrious names among its defenders, nor any 
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argument on the question, asserted its right to 
hold an act of Congress unconstitutional and to 
refuse it force in that court. From that day to 
this it has passed into a professional dogma 
that such right exists ; and the dogma has been 
transmitted as an authoritative tradition and 
silently accepted, without investigation, with- 


| Out question, without even a superficial scru- 


| tiny. 


I have conversed with many legal gen- 
tlemen on the subject and never yet found one 
who had investigated it; all had received itasa 
matter of course. In the Halls of Congress it 
was, | believe, never questioned until I denied 
its truth here in February last. Certainly it 


| has never been discussed in either House of 


Congress. For the first time there is now an 
opportunity and a fit occasion for its discussion 
here and before the people. The result, I hope, 
will be the eradication of this hoary error. 
Sir, there is a present and urgent need for 


| the investigation and settlement of this ques- 


tion. Upto recent years the Supreme Court 
had not been beset, as it now is, to declare the 


| legislation of Congress upon important _— 


ical subjects unconstitutional and void. Now, 
however, there are cases* pending there which 
vall in question the constitutionality of acts of 
Congress passed in the exercise of some of its 
highest powers. From one quarter the legal- 
tender act is assailed ; from another, the power 
of Congress to impose a tax upon cotton grown 
in this country ; from another, its power to tax 
the circulation of State banks; from another, 
its power of disposal of the public lands, and 
from another its power of military government 
over subjugated rebels; and it is gravely as- 
sumed that that court may pronounce the 
legislation of Congress on these great subjects 
void for unconstitutionality if in their opinion 
it is unconstitutional. If Congress will see 


| this veto upon its legislatiof invoked and per- 


| haps applied, without even questioning the 


| end? 


rightof the court to apply it, where will it 
Each successful effort to overthrow one 
of our acts will but lead to new efforts agains 


| others, till at last the judiciary will loom up as 


the great power under the Constitution, when 
it has always been considered by jurists, and 
in granted power under the Constitution cer 


| tainly is, the weakest and the least. 


And unrestrained in this course it will be a 


| more formidable power than we are wont to 


| suppose. 
| Washington, and nine circuit courts and more 


With a central Supreme Court at 


than fifty district courts held in every State in 
the Union, all receiving from it the exposition 
of the law and all subject to its mandates, it 
must be ahopeful temperament which can see 
no danger of serious disturbance of our sys 
tem of national government in the future. 1 
is the purpose of this bill to reach the root of 
this threatened evil, and to place Congress 
where the Constitution places it, above and 
not below the judiciary. It is not the object 
of the bill to take from the courts any consti 
tutional right, for that were beyond our power, 
but to prevent their passing the limits of their 
rightful authority under the Constitution. It 
is not intended to assail the courts, but to 
shield the representatives of the people in their 


| legislation from unauthorized judicial inter- 
| ference. 


That Congress has power under the Constu- 


| tution to pass such a bill is beyond dispute. 


The bill it will be observed applies first to 


| courts created by act of Congress; and sec 
regarded only as a usurpation which no sin- }! 


rightful force from long silence on the part of | 
| Congress and the people. 


Mr. President, | think that this is one of the 


remarkable cases in history of a great truth | 


years ago, in a case of dittle intrinsic import- 


ance exciting no public interest, the Supreme | 


Court of the Wnited States, under the lead of 
Chief Justice Marshall, without having heard 


| long buried undera common error. Sixty-six | 


| 
| 


ondly, to the Supreme Court in the exercise 
of its appellate jurisdiction. 

As to the former, it is beyond question that 
they have no jurisdiction but such as Congress 
confers upon them. The Supreme Court so 
held in United States vs. Hudson, 7 Cranch, 
82, and Sheldon vs. Sill,8 Howard, 441. | 

As to the appellate jurisdiction of the Su 
preme Court, while it is conferred by the Con- 


| stitution in general terms it is coupled with 


this qualification, that it is to be exercised 

‘with such exceptions and under such regu- 
? ‘ 

lations as the Congress shall make.’’ Congress 
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may therefore except from its appellate juris- 
diction any description of case or question it 
pleases. ‘hat court has repeatedly recognized 
and affirmed this power in Congress, and it 
now stands unquestioned, simply because there 
is no ground for question. 

There can, therefore, be no doubt of the 
constitutional power of Congress to pass this 
bill, ‘he only point is whether we ought to 
pass it? This brings me to the discussion of 
the higher question of the right of the judiciary 
to declare an act of Congress void for uncon- 
stitutionality. If they possess that right under 
the Constitution, we could not deprive them of 
it by any legislation we might _— and this 
bill, therefore, should not pass. But if they 
do not possess it under the Constitution, all 


be permitted to exercise it; and we should be 
untrue to ourselves and to the Constitution if 
we failed to pass this bill or some other of 
equivalentimport. We should thereby become 
a party to the subjection of Congress to an out- 
side tribunal, which the whole terms of the 


Constitution and the theories of all civilized | 


governments require4@o be subordinate to that | 


power which makes the laws. 

This subject closely touches and nearly con- 
cerns the national sovereignty. That there is 
a sovereignty in this land, and that it resides 
in the people, we all know. 


powers—the power to do everything in the 
management and control of the affairs of the 


What is it? It! 
is the supreme power—the combination of all | 


nation without accountability to any other | 


authority ; or in the language of the Supreme 
Court, in Livingston vs. Moore, 7 
469,545: 


Peters, | 


“The power existing in every body-politie is an | 


ubsolute despotism, 
the body-politic distsibutes that power as it pleases, 
nud in the quantity it pleases, and imposes what 
hecks it pleases upon its public fanctionaries.’’ 


In constituting a Government | 


In such a nation as this the people cannot | 
directly wield this sovereignty, but must exer- | 


cise it by delegation. Hence our written Con- 
titution, creating a Government with three 
distinct departments, the legislative, the exec- 
utive, and the judicial. Which of these de- 
partments wields the sovereignty of the Amer- 
ean people? 


law from another department. 


one superior in law and in fact to the others; 
one having power to give law to the others; one 
notaccountable to the others, or either of them. 
l‘ind that one and you find the depositary of 
the national sovereignty. 

Blackstone says ‘‘sovereignty and legis- 
lature are convertible terms,’’ and so in effect 


Not any of them that receives | 
Among the | 
three there must, in the nature of things, be | 





says the Constitution of the United States, for | 
by its terms the sovereignty of the nation | 


speaks and acts through its organized Legisla- | 
There, and there oblly, is | 

its law-making power. The Constitution leaves | 

nothing doubtful on this point. Its language 


ture, the Congress. 


is simple, sufficient, overpowering: 

“All legislative powers herein granted shall be 
vested in a Congress of the United States.” 

Blackstone also characterized the British 
Parliament as ‘‘the place where that absolute 
despotic power which mustin all governments 
reside somewhere is intrusted by the constitu- 
tion of these kingdoms ;’’ and so we may char- 
acterize the Congress as the place where that 
absolute power which in a republic as in all 


other governments must reside somewhere is | 
intrusted by the Constitution, with limitations, | 
to be sure, but within the bounds of those lim- | 


itations as absolute a power as that of the 


British Parliament; or, in the language of the | 


Supreme Court in McCulloch vs. 


faryland, 4 
Wheaton, 316: y , 


“If any one proposition could command the uni- | 


versal assent of mankind we might expect it would 
be this: that the Government of the Union, though 


limited in its powers, is supreme within its sphere of | 


action,” 


The sovereignty of a nation speaks only in 


its laws, and the body authoriged to frame and || known than that the common law of England 
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| promulgate those laws is its mouthpiece. So 


it speaks the voice of their sovereignty. Is 


stands the Congress toward the sovereignty of 
the American people. When it enacts a law 


| that voice subject to be silenced by a court estab- 





| cases affecting embassadors, other public ministers, 


| The tribunal established to administer the laws 


| through its own representatives, by a few men | 


| tution contains any words expressly conferring 


tl ail will y that the y shite oot |i courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain 
with one voice will sa “ 5 


| If this claim be just, there is presented the 
unexampled spectacle of a nation not only 





lished by the sovereignty itself? ‘That is the 
question. 


It has never been claimed that the Consti- | 


upon any court the right to declare an act of 
Congress unconstitutional and void. ‘That the | 
absence of any such words may appear, I read 
so much of the third Article of the Constitu- 
tion as relates to judicial power : 

“Section I. 


“The judicial power of the United States shall be 
vested in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior 


and establish. 
“Section II. 

‘1, The judicial power shall extend to all cases in 
law and equity arising under this Constitution, the | 
laws of the United States, and treaties made or 
which shall be made under their authority; to all 


and consuls; to all cases of admiralty and maritime 
junisdiction; to controversies to which the United 
States shall be a party; to controversies between 
two or more States; between a State and citizens of 
another State; between citizens of different States; 
between citizens of the same State claiming lands 
under grants of different States; and between a 
State or the citizens thereof, and foreign States, citi- 
zens or subjects. ; 

2. In all cases affecting embassadors, other pub- 
lie ministers, and consuls, and those in whichaState 
shall be party, the Supreme Court shall have ori- | 
ginal jurisdiction. In all the other cases before | 
mentioned the Supreme Court shall have appellate | 
jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such ex- 
ceptions and under such regulations as the Congress 
shall make.” 

Here are no words expressly authorizing the 
Supreme Court or any other to declare an act 
of Congress void for unconstitutionality. One | 
might expect so extraordinary a power to be 
expressed and defined; but itis not. That it 
is not, that so well-considered and important | 
an instrument as the written Constitution of a | 
nation should fail to write it down in terms, | 
would seem to be conchusive against the inten- 
tion to confer it. Butthe Supreme Court does 
not hesitate to draw this great power to itself 
byimplication. ‘Lhe political power to unmake 
laws is claimed to reside impliedly in a graut 
of judicial power. The right to arrest the 
legislative willis held to belong incidentally 
to the right to expound and interpret the law. 








infers in itself the province of annulling them. 


consenting to but actually providing for the 
thwarting of its own legislative will, expressed 


possessing no legislative function and holding 
the only position under the Government in 
which they are supposed to be beyond the 
reach of popular influence, as they certainly 
are exempt from popular retribution through 
the ballot-box. Let us examine this juridical 
anomaly. 


What was meant by the words ‘judicial 
power’’ in the Constitution? It will be ob- 
served that while the persons and subjects 
upon which the courts may act are named, the 
nature and attributes of their power are not 
defined, though those of the legislative and | 
executive departments are. We must there- | 
fore look elsewhere than in the Constitution | 
for the meaning of those words; and we are 
restricted to their meaning at the time the 
Constitution wasframed. If tie words “ judi- 
cial power’’ have now a different meaning trom 
that they had in 1787, we are not at liberty in 
construing the Constitution to give them their | 
present meaning, but must go back to that of 
the period of their insertion there. ‘This doc- 
trine was laid down by the Supreme Court in 
the famous Dred Scott case, 19 Howard, 393, 
426, in regard to another word in the Constitu- 
tion, and in my opinion cannot be successfully 
controverted. 

Nothing in American jurisprudence is better 
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|| States into which those colonies were 


| tion used therein the words ** judicial power. 





December 13, 


was the law of the British colonies, and of the 


. mr . . trang. 
formed. The Constitution, in the sevent! 
amendment, clearly recognizes this fact... 


the Supreme Court also has repeatedly don 
When, therefore, the framers of the Constit 


as 
& 
u- 


without defining their import, it cannot jp 
questioned that they meant the judicial power 


| then known at the common law, and no othe, 


If there could be found in the judicial power 
at the common law prior to 1787 a right to 
declare an act of Parliament void for any cayso 
[ grant that it would tend to sustain the elain, 
of right in the Federal judiciary to declare a, 
act of Congress void tor unconstitutionality 
But nothing is more impossible to find unde, 
that system of law; on the contrary, we {jy¢ 
the exact opposite. 

The authority of Blackstone alone upon gy 
a point is sufficient. Le says: 

* Anact of Parliament isthe exercise of the highox 
authority that this kingdom acknowledges yo, 
earth. It hath power to bind every subject in ti. 
land and the dominions thereunto belonging: ya, 
even the king himself if particalarly named therein’ 
And it cannot be altered, amended, dispensed with, 
suspended, or repealed but in the same forms ani 
by the same authority of Parliament; for jt js y 
maxim in law that it requires the same strength to 
dissolve as to ereate an obligation.” 

This description applies perfectly to an ac 
of Congress passed in relation to any subjec; 
over which the Constitution gives it legislative 
power. In that field its acts are as omnipoten 


| as those of Parliament over any subject, and 


are equally incapable of being dispensed with, 


| suspended, or repealed by any authority bu 


that which passed them. 

Again, on the subject of the courts rejecting 
an act of Parliament as unreasonable, he re. 
pudiated any such authority; ‘‘for,’’ says he, 
‘*that were to set the judicial power above 
that of the Legislature, which would be the 
subversion of all government.’’ The reason 
here assigned applies equally to every ground 
upon which the right of the judiciary in th 
country to annul an act of Congress may be 
based ; it sets the judicial power above that of 


| the Legislature. to the subversion of all govern- 


ment. If the acts of the legislative power may 
be arrested and annulled by another power, 
then the legislative power is not the highest, 
and if not the highest it does not wield th 
sovereignty. The very existence of such an 
interfering right destroys the idea of sover- 
eignty, for whoever holds that right is the 
superior. 

These references to the great English com- 
mentator prove that when the Constitution 
was framed the people of the United States 
knew literally nothing of any right in the 
judiciary at the common law to annul or re- 
tuse to enforce a statute enacted by the supreme 
Legislature of the country, whose system of 
laws they inherited. They knew the judiciary 
only as the dispenser of distributive justice. 
Nor had they known, so far as history speaks, 
of the exercise of any such right by the courts 
of any of the States as to the laws thereof. | 
hold it incontestibly true that the conception 
of such aright in the lederal judiciary was 
subsequent to the formation of the Constitu- 
tion, an ex post facto gloss of it, deriving no 
sanction from any previous practice at the 
common law in England or America, and 
entitled to no weight in determining the mean- 
ing of the Constitution. 

From all this it results, in my judgment, 
that the judicial power granted by the Consti- 
tution contained no authority to declare an act 
of the national Legislature,claimed to have been 
passed in pursuance of its powers, void for any 
cause whatever. And this conclusion is enforced 
by the well-known distinction between judicial 
and legislative power. ‘The former never 
includes the latter. But in this case it must 
inelude it if the claim of the judiciary be sus- 
tained. It is as much a legislative power to 
unmake a law as to make it. ‘lo unmake 4 
law, by whatever process, is in effect to repeal 
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, The annulment of its operation in any 
vp tanto, and requires 
‘epeal it altogether. 
-esides in and belongs exclusively to the en- 
ieting power. No other can effect a repeal. 
Vor can any other unmake a statute by author- 
-atively declaring it invalid, for that is but 
nother mode of repeal. Any attempt, there- 
‘ore, by a judicial tribunal to unmake a law, to 
deprive it of vital force and reduce it to a dead 
is not a judicial but a legislative act, 
ione under forms and through processes 
wnknown to the Constitution, and performed 

a body created for no purpose of legislation 


whatever. 


tror 
fer, 


[he recognition which this judicial claim has | 


received rests wholly upon interpretation of its 


wn power by the judiciary, coupled with the | 


inobjecting silence of the legislative depart- 
vent. The leading case in its favor is Marbury 
-s, Madison, 1 Cranch, 137, decided in 1803 by 
he Supreme Court of the United States. I 
propose to examine this case as the authorita- 
“ive exposition of the grounds upon which the 
logma rests whose legitimacy I venture against 
such high authority to contest. All construc- 
tions of powers in favor of the party making 
em are, however, always Open to question 
yy those adversely affected thereby, and no 
length of prescription bars or impairs that right. 
Hence I feel no hesitancy in inquiring into the 
soundness of the decision in that case. If it 
will not bear scrutiny outside of its own forum 
t should no longer be received as authority. 
it would be remarkable that Congress should 
have passed sub silentio this first attempt by 
the judiciary to disregard its laws, did we not 
see in the character of the case an explanation 
of their silence. The whole matter was an 
application by Marbury to compel Mr. Madison, 
Secretary of State, to deliver to him a com- 
mission as justice of the peace for the county 
t Washington, in the District of Columbia; 
&% matter which possessed no public interest 
and would excite no public attention. The 
court held that the act of Congress author- 
izing it to issue a mandamus to a public officer 
conterred original jurisdiction, Which, under 
the Constitution, Congress had no power to 
confer. As the subject-matter of the contro- 
versy possessed no public importance, it is not 


strange that this first step of the court in this | 


direction failed to excite the attention of Con- 
Now, however, when from various 
quarters the exercise of some of the greatest 
powers of the Government is challenged before 


gress. 


that Court; when the public mind is rapidly | 
and designedly being taught to appeal from | 


Congress to the judiciary ; when any man with 
money enough to pay lawyers can arraign the 
sovereignty of the United States to answer 
before its own officers for the constitutionality 


of its legislative acts; when every law that | 


falls only brings others to the block; all to 
resultin the eventual establishment, by practice 
on the one side and acquiescence on the other, 
of a power which has no express warrant in 
the Constitution, it is time to sift this leading 
case and see whether it be indeed as conclusive 
as it is claimed to be. 

As the report of the case is accessible to all, 
I will present only so much of the opinion of 
the court as is necessary to show the grounds 
oftheirdecision. Itsfundamental propositions 
are contained in these sentences: 


_ -Itis emphatically the province and duty of the 
judicial department to say what the law is. Those 
who apply the rule to particular cases must of ne- 
cessity expound and interpret therule. If two laws 
conflict with each other the courts must decide on 
the operation of each. 
.., 50 if a law be in oposition to the Constitution ; 
if both the law and the Constitution apply to a par- 
teular case, so that the court must either decide 
that case conformably to the law, disregarding the 
Vonstitution, or conformably to the Constitution, 
disregarding the law, the court must determine which 
of these conflicting rules governs the case. This is 
of the very essence of judicial duty. 

If, then, the courts are to regard the Constitution, 
and the Constitution is superior to any ordinary act 
of the Legishature, the Constitution, and not such 


jogree in any case is equivalent to its repeal || 
a the same power as to | 
The repealing power | 
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| on articles exported from any State.’ 
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sh 
ordinary act, must govern the ease to which they || from the cases hypothetically stated in Marbury 


both apply.”’ 


The court then go into an argument, hardly 
necessary, to prove that the Constitution is 
superior to a legislative act, and must be looked 
into and obeyed and enforced by the courts, 


|| on which point they present the following illus- 


trations: 


“It is declared that ‘no tax or duty shall be laid 
Suppose a 
duty on export of eotton, of tobacco, or of flour, and 
a suit instituted to recover it, ought judgment to be 
rendered in such aease; ought the judges to close 
their eyes on the Constitution and only see the law? 

The Constitution declares ‘that no bill of attain- 
der or ex post facto law shall be passed.’ 
such a bill should be passed and a person should be 
prosecuted under it, mustthe court condemn tedeath 
those victims whom the Constitution endeavors to 
preserve ? 

“** No person,’ says the Constitution, ‘shall be con- 
victed of treason unless on the testimony of two wit- 


vs. Madison, of plain, palpable, and self-evident 


| violation of the Constitution, the court drew 
| its right to hold an act of Congress void in any 


If, however, |! : ; : 
| been found the wisest, the most logical, the 


| violation. 


case where it might argumentatively deduce a 
This is what I undertake to meet, 
and to it there seem to me to be several suf- 
ficient answers. 

1. Once concede that the constitutionality 
of an act of Congress is to be determined by 
the ratiocinative powers of judges of courts and 


' you have astandard which, without disrespect, 


might be said te be somewhat uncertain. Un- 
fortunately the judicial mind has not uniformly 


best balanced, or the most stable. Their judg- 


| ments do not always ‘‘ stand the test of human 


| scrutiny, of talents, and of time.’’ 


nesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open | 


court.’ 
dressed especially to thecourts. Lt preseribes directly 
for them a rule of evidence not to be departed from. 
Ifthe Legislature shouldchangethatrule and declare 
one witness or a confession out of court sufficient for 
conviction, must the constitutional principle yield to 
the legislative act? 


might be made it is apparent that the framers of the 


Here the language of the Constitution is ad- | 


Constitution contemplated that instrument asarule 
for the government of courts as well as of the Legisla- | 


ture.”’ 


I give attention first to the closing illustra- 
tions of the court in supposed cases of palpa- 
ble and self-evident violation of the Constitu- 
tion, because this is always the first gun opened 
by the supporters of this claim of the judici- 
ary, as if it closed at once all discussion and 
silenced all opposition. 
fact the weakest and most inconclusive of 
their arguments. 

Cases are supposed of Congress passing 
acts in direct and self-evident repugnancy to 
the Constitution, and the question is asked 
whether the courts would be bound to enforce 
such acts? The negative answer follows of 
course, and this is supposed to settle the mat- 
ter in favor of the right of the courtto declare 
an act of Congress void in any case where by 
any course of reasoning considered by the 
judges legitimate they might, to their own 
satisfaction, deduce a repugnancy between the 
act and the Constitution. That this is no ex- 
aggerated or unfair statement of the position 
of the Supreme Court may be seen from their 
own words on this point. In McCulloch vs. 
Maryland, 4 Wheaton, 315, 423, the court 
said : 

‘*Should Congress in the execution of its powers 
adopt measures which are prohibited by the Consti- 
tution, or should Congress, under the pretext of 
executing its powers, pass laws for the accomplish- 
ment of objects not intrusted to the Government, it 
would become the painful duty of this tribunal, 
should a case requiring such a decision come before 
it, to say that such an act was not the law of the 
land.”’ 

Again, in United States vs. 
Peters, 72, 75, they say: 

“If upon a just interpretation of the terms of an 
act Congress have exceeded their constitutional 
authority, it would become our duty to say so.”’ 

Here is the distinct assertion of the right of 
the Supreme Court, not in cases of palpable 
and self-evident violation of the Constitution 
only, but in any case, to determine by a ‘‘ just 
interpretation of the terms of an act,’’ whether 
Congress has adopted measures prohibited by 
the Constitution, or transcended the powers 
of the Government, or in any way exceeded 
its constitutional authority; in any of. which 
cases the court asserts its ‘‘ duty to say that 
such an act was not the law of the land.’’ 
And any of these things the court assumes in 
itself the right to find, not upon the plain and 
palpable fact of visible and inevitable repug- 
nancy, but ‘‘ upon a just interpretation;’’ and 
the court is itself to say whether the interpre- 
tation is just. 
claimed. It asserts superiority and sapremacy 
in that court over the national Legislature. 

But I forbear remark upon it at this moment, 
lest the object of these references should be 
lost sight of. I introduced them to show that 


Coombs, 12 


No higher power could be | 


I hold it to be in | 


The judges 
are not therefore necessarily and contfessedly 
so superiorin mental capacity and sound judg: 
ment to Senators and Representatives as that 


| the latter are under obligation to yield to them 


the prerogative of final adjudication on so grave 
a subject. It is no answer to this to say that 


‘ . _. || the judgment of Congress may be as uncertain 
‘*From these and many other selections which || jucs & y 


a standard as that of the courts, for between 
two equally uncertain judgments that first ren 
dered by a body entitled to render it takes 
precedence. To reverse it there must be a 
better or a higher judgment. 

2. Every argument based upon a supposition 
apparently impossible, or which we are in duty 
bound to hold impossible, is fallacious and 
delusive, is in fact no argument, and this is of 
that description. No power can be drawn to 
one department of the Government from a sup- 


| posed case of possible self-evident violation 


of the Constitution by another department, for 
such a violation is not to be supposed ; and 
least of all of that department whose powers 
are wielded not by one man or by a majority of 
eight or nine men deliberating in private, but 
by some three hundred deliberating in public, 
and divided into opposing parties, each watch- 
ful of the other, and all, equally with the judges 


'| of the courts, under obligation to support the 


\| Constitution. 


We could as well base a claim 


|| to judicial power in Congress upon a supposed 


possibility of the courts violating the Consti 


| tution in some extreme case we might imagine. 
| as the courts can derive the legislative power 


| tion 


| of unmaking a law of the United States from 


a supposed possible violation of the Constitu- 
y Congress, in the enactment of some 
other law which no one ever thought of its 
attempting to enact. Tor instance, were a bill 
introduced here taking from the Supreme 
Court, in which it is vested by the Constitution, 


| jurisdiction in cases affecting foreign ministers, 


and were its passage urged upon the supposed 
possibility of that court’s issuing some time or 
other, of its own mere motion, a warrant for 


| the beheading of some foreign minister, would 


it not be seouted as an impossible supposition, 


| an insult to the Supreme Court, and an offense 


| to the Senate, without apology or palliation, 


save in the probable insanity of the Senator 
proposing it? Sir, between coirdinate depart- 
ments of the Government there are some 
things never to be supposed, but always to be 
held impossible until they actually occur; some 
things which it is an affront, if not a wrong, for 
one department to suppose, even remotely, of 
another, and upon the hypothetical statement 
of which no argument or action can ever be 
properly based ; and foremost among them is the 
perpetration of a palpable and flagrant violation 
of the terms of the Constitution. Lach depart- 
ment is bound to hold that with each other 
department that is an impossibility, upon the 
supposition of whieh no act or opinion should 
ever be founded. And most especially are 
those intrusted with the administration of one 
department bound to repudiate any claim of 

conflicting power in another department, based 

upon the supposition of their possible unfaith- 

fulness to their constitutional obligations. The 
very last argument, therefore, which should 
have weight with Congress is that resting upon 
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any supposition, however remote, that Sena- 


cumstances be guilty of a willful violation of 
their oath to support the Constitution, by pass- 
ing an act self-evidently repugnant thereto. 
That oath binds them as much as the judges, 


and is held as sacred by them as by the judges ; | 


and its supposed possible violation by either is 
no premise from which to draw a conclusion 
in favor of or against any power in the other. 

8%. The argument drawn by the court from 
the cases supposed, even if considered to pos- 
sess force, goes to prove nothing but the right 
of the court in just that class of cases to hold 
anactof Congress unconstitutional. ‘Two kinds 
of legislative infraction of the Constitution 


might exist: first, that which is plain and self: || 


evident to all intelligent minds, needing no 
argument, but only a reading of the Constitu- 
tion andthe act to show it palpably and beyond 


question, as in the instances put by the court ; | 


and secondly, that which is not plain and self- 
evident, but if capable of being shown must be 
shown by exposition, deduction, argument, 
and inference, and is therefore a mere matter 
of opinion, about which opinions might and 
certainly would differ. Concede the right of 
the court to hold an act void in the latter and 
weaker case and you establish it, @ fortiori, in 
the former and stronger; but conceding it in 
the stronger does not sustain it in the weaker, 
for in the stronger the violation does not rest 
in opinion, but isa plain and palpable fact, 


while in the weaker it is but a matter of opin- | 


ion; and whether the fact be one way or the 
other can in the nature of things never be fully 
and finally decided. he court may hold it 


one way and the Congress another; the court | 


as composed this year may decide it one way, 
and the court of next year, differently com- 
posed, another way, and so of the Congress. 
Hlence the impossibility of giving to a mere 
opinion the force of a palpable fact; and hence 
the failure of the illustrations used by the court 
to sustain its asserted right in any other than 
the exact description of cases supposed by it, 
where the infringement of the Constitution 
stands out as a well-defined and indisputable 
iact. 

‘To what will any other view lead? The legis- 
lation of Congress will be continually arraigned 
before the judiciary and liable to be over- 
thrown by the opinion of a mere majority of 


the nine judges composing the Supreme Court. | 


The Congress may pass and the President ap- 
prove a bill, after a full and able discussion in 


both Houges of its constitutionality, or it may || 
be passed by atwo-thirds vote over the Pres- | 


ident’s veto, and yet the law be held unconsti- 


tutional by five of the nine judges, whose opin- 
ion, shaped by their order in a judgment entry, || 
Four of the court one way, | 


strikes it down. 
four the other way, and the ninth man, possi- 


bly the weakest of all, sits umpire over the || 


exercise of the hation’s sovereignty by its Con- 
gress, and, as his opinion is pro or con, arrests 
or permits to proceed. And if competent for 
that in the case of a law passed by a majority 
or by two thirds of both Houses, his voice would 
be equally potential over a law for which every 


member of both had recorded his vote. The | 


fact is, that the power of the judiciary once 
firmly established in this respect is without 
any assignable limit, 
declaring any act unconstitutional, and the 
time might come when the doctrine of ‘* checks 
aud balances’’ would be exemplified in a Con- 
gress checkmated by the courts, and « Govern- 
ment on a dead balance, from which only force, 
perhaps bloodshed, could move it. 

4. But I mean not to be understood as ad- 
mitting that even in the extreme cases put by 
the court the judicial power is charged by the 
Constitution with the protection of the people 
against the unconstitutional acts of their own 
representatives. ‘Take those cases—take any 
case of direct and palpable legislative viola- 
tion of the Constitution, and what name would 
you give it? It could be called by no other 


| judicial department to say what the law is. 





| intended to convey. 


It may reason itself into | 
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| name than /evolution ; for its design would be, 
tors and Representatives would under any cir- || 


as its probable effect, to overthrow the Con- 
stitution in some of its parts; and any such 
legislation is in its very essence an act of rev- 
olution. How could the judiciary stay a rev- 
olution? 
material strength? where its armed force to 


sustain its process ? 


and while it waits for such a case, the revolu- 
tion speeds beyond the possibility of its reach. 
But if it should attempt to arrest the progress 
of the revolution by legal process, how long 


feebleness in the presence of such a force, the 


|| total absence of any adequate means to resist 
it, the ease with which the judges might be | 


deposed by legislation no more unscrupulous 


| than that which inaugurated the revolution, 
all show that the Constitution does not look to | 


the judiciary as its protecting power against 
a revolutionary outbreak in the Halls of Con- 
gress. 

These are my answers to the illustrations 
drawn by the Supreme Court from supposed 
cases of palpable and self-evident violation of 
the Constitution by Congress. I proceed now 
to other points. 

The fundamental positions of the court are 


| in the following sentences of its opinion: 


“Tt is emphatically the province and duty of the 
i ‘Those 
whoapply the rule to particular cases must of neces- 
silty expound and interpret that rule. If two laws 


| conflict with each other, the courts must decide on 


the operation of each. 
If alaw bein opposition to the Constitution; if 


| both the law and the Constitution apply to a partic- 
| ular case, so that the court must either decide that 


case conformably to the law, disregarding the Con- 


stitution, or conformably to the Constitution, disre- 
garding the law, the court must determine which of | 


these conflicting rules governs the case. This is of 
the very essence of judicial duty.” 


The initial proposition here, ‘‘ that it is em- 


| phatically the province and duty of the judicial 


department to say what the law is,’’ while true 
in one sense, is not applicable to the question. 


| [ coneede that it is for the judiciary alone to 


say what the common law is, for that is but a 
body of principles, usages, and rules of action 
administered by the courts, but it is never 


| their province or duty to say what the statute 


law is, in the sense which those words were 
A court may decide 


| whether what purports to be a statute is in 


form a legal enactment, and to that extent 
may say what the statute law is; but beyond 
that its function is merely to expound and in- 
terpret the terms of the statute. 


That this right of interpretation applies to | 


the case of two conflicting laws passed by the 
same legislative authority, of course is not de- 


nied. There itis incontestable that ‘‘ the courts | 
must decide on the operation of each.’’ Their 
| power in the premises is complete, and unem- 


barrassed by extraneous questions of relative 
authority; and their opinion must of neces- 
sity decide the conflict, for there is no other 
tribunal from which such a decision can be 
had. But when a legislative act is alleged to 


' conflict with the Constitution, a different case 
_ is presented ; other questions must be solved ; 


and difficulties not arising in the case of con- 
flicting laws must be disposed of. 
between two legislative acts does not necessa- 
rily make either void; but when a legislative 
act is repugnant to the Constitution it must be 
held void to the extent of such repugnancy ; 
no other disposition ean be made of it. In the 
case of an alleged conflict between an act of 
Congress and the Constitution, among the 
questions peculiar to that case and not found 
in that of two conflicting statutes, and which 
must be settled, is this specific one: What is 
the legal character and effect of the passage by 
Congress of a legislative act? This will be seen 
to lie at the foundation of this subject. 


The Congress is composed of Senators and I 


| 


Where is its opportunity? where its | 


Its power is not self-mov- || 
ing, but must be invoked in some case of some | 
of the descriptions named in the Constitution ; || 
| therefore the legitimate and full force of 


| point, who shall? 





A conflict | 
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| Representatives, each of whom is sworn t, 
| support the Constitution. 


: Authorized by the 
people to exercise their highest sovereig, 
tribute, they are thereby invested with the 
and exclusive capacity and right of iudetne 
and determining the necessity and propriety 
of any law, without appeal from their decision 
save to their constituents. ‘This is too plain g 
proposition to need more than its mere state. 
ment. ‘Their decision on those points }, 


0 at- 


8O0le 


as 


g oe a 
judgment binding on all persons and author; 
ties, continuing in force until reversed by the 


| Congress itself, and subject to review oniy jy, 
could it stand before a body commanding the || Pity 
| national power, and intent on using it in sup- | 
port of its revolutionary designs? Its utter | 


Congress or the people. 

Does the right of judgment in Congress sto, 
there? Congress acts under a Constitutio, 
which imposes limitations upon its power, and 
each Senator and Representative is as much 
bound by his oath to support those limitations 
as any other part of the instrument. Shia] je 
not judge whether any bill upon which he jg 
required to vote is within or without those 
limitations? If not, to what purpose was he 
sent here? And if he may not judge on tha: 
Does the Constitution pr: 
scribe some other judgment than his own, and 
bid him follow it? No, sir; no. The people 
send each of us here because they suppose us 
capable of understanding and honest in con. 
struing our powers ; but whether we are always 


| so or not, they send us here to pass judgment 
| upon the question of constitutionality when. 


ever it comes up in the business of legislation, 
None of us, then, can escape the sworn obliga- 
tion, in connection with every bill brought before 
us, to consider and adjudge, first and chie(ly, 
before any question of necessity or expediency, 
the higher question of its constitutionality; an 
obligation as complete and imperative as ij 
declared in express words in the Constitution. 

The passage of any bill, therefore, is 0! 


| necessity a solemn legislative judgment oi 
| both Houses that it is constitutional—a judg. 


| ment de jure and de facto, rendered by a 
| tribunal having exclusive jurisdiction of the 


question in the first instance, and competeu 
to render it. 

What is the authority and effect of that 
judgment? He who attributes no higher char. 
acter and import to an act of the supreme legis: 
lative power of the nation than to one of a Siate 


| Legislature, or whose mind is preoccupied with 
| the conceded right of State courts to declar 
| State laws void for unconstitutionality, or bound 

_to the old and deep-rooted error I am cow: 
|| bating, will surely answer, It has authority 
|| until the judiciary decides otherwise and no 


longer. But he who sees in it the expression 
of the sovereign will of the nation, importing 
just as much more of power, dignity, and 
authority than that of a State, as the whole o! 


| a nation is greater, more powerful, and more 


august than any of its parts, will say, as I do, 
that that judgment is the highest that can be 
rendered in the premises; that it is final and 
conclusive on the point of constitutionality; 
that it cannot be arrested or set aside by any 
other department of the Government; that uo 
appeal lies from it to any human power but 
the people; and that every court is as mucli 
bound to yield any adverse opinion it may 
hold, and conform its judgment to that o! 


Congress, as an inferior court is bound w 


obey the mandates of its judicial superior. | 

But it may be asked, Would the passage 0! 
an act palpably and self-evidently repugnant to 
the Constitution include such a judgment’ 
Manifestly not, for this reason. No such act 


'could possibly be passed without Congress 
knowing its unconstitutional and revolutionary 


character. It would therefore be intended by 
that body to subvert the Constitution or some 


part of it, and that intention would be as plain 
as if there were by the order of Congress writ 


ten in the bill these words, This is an uncon 
stitutional and revolutionary act. Therefore the 


| passage of the act would not only contain 10 
judgment in favor of its constitutionality, but 
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would contain an unmistakable judgment of its 
snconstitutionality, which the Congress would 
not expect to be obeyed or affirmed, except 
under that compulsion of force which always 
waits upon revolution. : 
" But in every case where Congress claims to 
egislate in pursuance of its powers under the 
(onstitation its judgment in the passage of a 
| has the authority and force I attribute to it ; 
thority and force not exhausted at the mo- 
— nt when the bill becomes a law, but going 
with and abiding in it while it stands unrepealed. 
Pris appears to me upon the following grounds : 
|. When the people delegate to Congress their 


wvereign legislative power,every incident of the || 


exercise of that power in the enactment of laws 
as much the act of the sovereignty as the laws 
-hemselves. Thejudgment of constitutionality 
endered by Congress in enacting a law being 
ecessarily incident to it, nay, its very founda- 
tion, is therefore as much the judgment of the 
sovereignty as the form of the law is its act. 
{nd because it is the judgment of the sovereign- 
tyit is the highest in authority that can be ren- 
dered, and therefore not subject to review and 
reversal except by the sovereignty itself, es- 
pecially not by a tribunal which does not come 
from or represent the people. 
Sir, in a popular national government there 
s eminent propriety in ascribing this high au- 
thority to such a judgment of the people’s direct 
representatives. They express the opinion of 
the people, which in a republic is the final ar- 
biter of all constitutional as well as other ques- 
tions. 
tryand from all classes of people, representing 
in themselves all interests, all professions, all 
branches of business, all casts of mind, and all 
phases of opinion and belief. They constitute 
he only body of men in the Government who 
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it anywhere say that the judicial officers are || by passive if not ignoble submission in the 
| not equally barred and precluded from such |} department whose province is invaded, then 


question? Are they of all the forty thousand 


j 


Government officials the only ones authorized | 


by the Constitution to overrule the judgment 


| ground. 


of the supreme legislative authority of the | 


nation? If so there must be somewhere an 
Ita lex scripta est for it; and where is it? Sir, 
it cannot be found, for it does not exist. 

4. It will, | suppose, be conceded that Con- 
gress is at least entitled to as much respect 
from the judiciary as the judiciary claims from 


it. Were Congress to pass an act declaring that | 


the Supreme Court had in a particular case put 
a wrong construction upon the Constitution, 


| and that its judgment therein should therefore | 


| be reversed, it would be declared by the court | 


a usurpation of judicial power, subversive of 


its rights and of the respect due to it as a part | 





They come from all parts of the coun- || 


of a coédrdinate branch of the Government. 
But when an act of Congress comes before the 
court it takes other and higher ground, and de- 
mands a measure of respect for itself which it 


'| denies to Congress; in one word, asserts its 
| exclusive and superior right to interpret the 


Constitution, and carries this right to the point 
of supervision of Congress in its legislation. 


I do not mean supervision in the business of | 
legislation, or generally of the laws enacted ; | 
| but [ do mean that the annulment of an act for | 
| unconstitutionality by a judgment in a pending 


suit is in that case an act of supervision, reach- 
ing back to the passage of the law, by declaring 


that Congress in passing it violated the Consti- | 


tution; and reaching forward by dealing sueh 
a blow to what Congress designed for perma- 


| nent existence and operation as that thence- 


regularly return to and mingle with the people, || 


feel the beat of the popular heart, learn the pop- 
ular opinion, know the popular wants, and re- 
fleet the popular mind. They, therefore, better 
than any other collection ofmen,can express the 
popular judgment as well as the popular will. 
in a Government professedly based on the 
supremacy of that judgment and that will why 


should such a body of men subordinate the | 


people’s judgment, as formed and expressed by 


themselves under the people’s authority, to that | 


of another body of men to whom the people 
have given no express supremacy, and who are 
charged with other duties and wholly different 


responsibilities? Sir, I can find no warrant for | 


this in the Constitution, in the principles of 
popular government, or in the fitness of things, 
aud I therefore hold to the position that the 
judgment of Congress on the constitationality 
of its acts, except in cases of plain and self- 
evident violation of the Constitution, is the 
judgment of the sovereignty, the highest that 
can be rendered in the premises, and there- 
fore final and conclusive upon the courts as 
upon every other department of the Govern- 
ment. 


forth its influence as a law is withered, and the 
gap thus made in legislation must be filled by 
some new law framed by Congress to avoid the 
objections of the court. In this it is demanded 
that Congress shall acquiesce out of respect to 
the judiciary. And this may be repeated and 
repeated and still repeated, with ever-recur- 





| ring demand for acquiescence, until the statute- | 
books of the nation will be full of the bleached | 


skeletons of laws which died of the judiciary ; 
laws perhaps covering the highest and most 
important powers of Congress under the Con- 
stitution. Whence, sir, is the title of the judi- 


ciary to this greater measure of respect, this | 


_ higher power, this imperial ascendency over 
the supreme Legislature of the nation? [t were || 


2. It isa legal principle as old as the com- || 


mon law, if not older, that when the right to 
judge and decide in the first instance any 
matter of law or fact is by law vested in any 
officer or body, and no law provides for a re- 
view by some other tribunal of the decision 


of such officer or body, such decision is final | 


and cannot be moved. As has been shown, 
the right and duty of Congress to judge and 
deeide in the first instance the question of 
the constitutionality of any bill is clear, and 
as no law in or out of the Constitution pro- 
vides for a review of its judgment by any 
other tribunal, it is incapable of question and 
must stand. 

3. That an act of Congress binds the whole 
executive department of the Government, 
from the President down to the humblest offi 
cer, and that all in that department are abso- 
lutely barred and precluded from questioning 
tS constitutionality, can never admit of the 
least dispute. 


hardly credible that it rests only in an implica- 


tion found by the judiciary itself and never yet | 


affirmed or even recognized by Congress. To 


say that such an implication wars against every | 


principle of independence in the several de- 


partments of the Government, is to adopt the | 


mildest form of characterization. 
5. If any general truth in regard to the Gov- 


ernment may be said to be more pronounced || 


than others, it is this: that all its parts were 
I'ramed with three distinct depart- 
ments, it could not have been supposed that 
either would ever attempt to arrest or control 
the acts of any other, except as the control of 
the whole might be exercised by the legislative 
authority through its laws. For one to cross 
the path of another interferingly could only 


| precipitate confusion and strife, endangering 


Does the Constitution give it || in other departments. 


the whole fabric. Least of all could it have 
been conjectured that either the executive or 
the judicial department would assume to re- 
verse the judgment of the legislative apon the 
constitutionality of its own acts; for such a 


proceeding by the Executive would lead to | 


instant impeachment, and by the judiciary, 
however long borne with by Congress, would 
some time inevitably provoke a serious if not 
disastrous collision. 

The certain tendency to such a result is to 
my mind conclusive against the claim of the 
judiciary to such a right by implication. An 
implied power in one department must be con- 
sistent and harmonious with the powers vested 
If its exercise must 


that force only as to executive officers? Does |! tend to discord and conflict, avoidable only 


| Court say, ‘‘ just interpretation.” 


| upon that of its superior. 
designed and expected to move together in || 


| harmony. 


the implication is against and not for it, and 
the claim based upon it falls with it to the 
So, in my opinion, should fall this 
claim of the judiciary. 

From all thus presented in regard. to the 
judgment of Congress upon the constitution- 
ality of its acts it results that whether the 
position taken by the court in the following 
sentences sustains its asserted right depends 
at last upon the authority and effect of that 
judgment. The court say: 

‘‘If a law be in opposition to the Constitution: if 
both the law and the Constitution apply to a partic 
ular case, so that the court must either decide that 
case conformably to the law, disregarding the Con 
stitution, or conformably to the Constitution, disre 
garding the law, the court must determine which 
of these conflicting rules governs the case. ' 
of the very essence of judicial duty.”’ 


This is 


As we have seen, the passage of an act pal- 
pably and self-evidently violative of the Con 


| stitution would import no judgment of Con- 


gress in favor of its constitutionality, but a 
judgment of the exactly contrary character, to 
be sustained and executed only by revolation- 
ary force. It seems to me quite impossible to 
regard it as anything but an outbreak of revo- 
lution. Under such circumstances it could no 
more be supposed that the question of its con- 
stitutionality would be allowed to come before 
the courts for their adjudication than that the 
revolutionary government of the late rebel 


| States would have permitted any court in those 


States to pronounce their ordinances of seces 


| sion repugnant to the Constitution of the Uni- 
| ted States, and therefore void. 


be supposed possible that Congress, having 


But ifit could 


entered upon the work of revolution, would 
suffer the constitutionality of its act to be 
passed upon judicially, then it is conceded 
that the courts would not be precluded from 


| holding the act unconstitutional, but might 
| adjudge it to be what Congress itself proclaimed 


it, a revolutionary infraction of the Constitu- 
tion. Then would ensue a conflict between 
the two powers, that of Congress on the one 
hand pressing revolution, and that of the 
courts on the other attempting by judicial 
power to stay it. It is easy to see which 


| would triumph. 


But this by no means sustains the claim of 


| right in the courts to declare an act of Con 


gress unconstitutional and void where the re 


; . Pears 
|| pugnancy between it and the Constitution is a 
| matter of opinion; the act appearing to have 
| been passed in pursuance of the Constitution, 


and the repugnancy, if any, discoverable only 
by argument and deduction, or, as the Supreme 
There it is 
not a ‘judicial duty’’ for the court to disre- 


| gard asuperior judgment in the premises ; but 


its duty is to lay aside its own opinion and act 
If, thez, as I think 
has been conclusively shown, the judgment of 
Congress is the highest that can be rendered 
on that subject, the court is as much bound to 
receive it as final as a circuit court would be 
to submit to the judgment of the Supreme 
Court, however erroneous it might be in the 
opinion of the circuit judge. Hither this, or the 
Supreme Court is superior to Congress: I can 
see no middle ground. 

But it will, of course, be demanded, Does 
not all this mean omnipotence in Congress? 
If by that is meant such omnipotence as is 
attributed to the British Parliament, unre- 
strained by a written constitution, I answer, 
no. It means simply that degree of omnip 
otence which the Constitution vests in Con 
gress, to wit, the supreme legislative power 
within a prescribed sphere of action. 

But it is urged that giving to Congress th: 
exclusive right to judge whether its acts ar 
authorized by the Constitution makes it in 
effect omnipotent, and unless there be some 
other tribunal to revise the judgment of Con 
gress, it is in fact omnipotent. This objection 
should receive fair consideration and answer, 
and I will endeavor to answer it. 
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i. It has no force except upon the hypothe- 
is that the majority of Congress may be equally 
regardless of their oath of office, of the Con- 
titution, and of the people. They must be 


| 
| 
} 
} 
| 


willing to perjure themselves, to trample upon | 


the Constitution, and to contemn the people, 
before this objection can be entitled to weight. 
No; there is another contingency in which it 
inight be: that the people should send a ma- 
jority into the two Houses without sense 
enough to see what the Constitution means, or 
foolhardy enough never to look into it, In 
any of these cases it might be expedient to 
have an outside supervisor; but until then | 


' 
than if a Supreme Court sat in every room in 


| this Capitol. 
8. Bat if the exclusive right in Congress to 
| adjudge and determine the constitutionality of 
its own acts would be omnipotence, what would 
you call that higher and more exclusive right 
claimed by the judiciary to reverse the judg- 


|| ment of the people’s representatives and sub- 


insist that there is enough honesty, fidelity, | 


and intellect here to protect the Constitution 


from violation and dispense with the super: | 


vision of the judiciary. 
2. Even if allthese things could be, the judi- 


ciary is not the body to rectify the misdeeds || 


of Congress. ‘There is in the Constitution a rule 
of responsibility in each of the departments of 
the Government to another authority. The 
President and the judges of the courts are re- 
sponsible for their acts to the two Houses of 
Congress, aud may be impeached by the one, 
und tried, convicted, and deposed by the other. 
but the Constitution contains no rule making 
Congress or either branch of it responsible to 
any other department; and yet the principle 
of responsibility applies to them more forcibly, 
more severely, more directly, and more cer- 
tainly than to either of the others. The argu- 
ment of the upholders of the claim of the 
judiciary, that there ought to be and must be 
somewhere acheck upon unconstitutional legis- 
lation, which unless applied by the courts 
cannot be applied at all, derogatively assumes 
that Cougress has not sense enough to see the 


limits of its power or not virtue enough to | 
keep within them; but that the judiciary have | 


both, and therefore must be the proper check 
under the Constitution. Sir, the Constitution 
does not say this; but its whole frame and 


pirit reeognize the existenee of another au- 





(horily to which Congress is responsible, more | 


omnipresentand more exacting than the courts, 
wid that isthe People. To that tribunal and 
io that alone are we accountable. Popular 
opinion and frequent elections are the consti- 
tutional cheeks upon us. If not sufficient, the 
people are themselves to blame; but whether 
ullicient or not, they are more powerful than 
any jadicial supervision. The courts act upon 
the law, but the people act upon the men that 
made it, Congress has looked with indiffer- 


ence upon the annulment of its laws by the | 
Supreme Court, and upon the assertion by in- || 


ferior courts created by itself and held by a 
single judge of their right to declare its acts 


unconstitutional and void; nay, has even en- | 


tertained bills providing what number of judges 
of the Supreme Court should concur to author- 
ize & judgment of that kind, and flinched not 
under the proposal thus to recognize by legis- 
lative act its own spoliation; but who has ever 
kuown Senators and Representatives indiffer- 
ent to the voice of the people? 

Sir, they hearit and stand in awe of it as they 
do not of any judicial utterances, however 
august. Anditisawholesomeawe. Itis good 
for the country to keep alive here a keen and 
apprehensive sense of our responsibility to the 
people for the constitutionality of our acts, as 
well as their necessity and propriety. Itkeeps 
the people awake to the Constitution, too, when 
they know that upon them and not upon the 
courts rests the duty of vigilance over the con- 
stitutionality of the acts of their Congress. I 
see nothing but harm to our institutions from 
substituting the courts for the people in this 
supervision. The latter are abundantly able 
to restrain Congress from asserting omnipo- 
tence in itself or enacting unconstitutional stat- 
utes. Let us, then, fall back upon the great 
principle of responsibility to the people alone 
ior our acis, and deny it in the least me to 
any other tribunal, and our fealty to the Con- 
stitution will be stronger and more watchfol 








stitute its own therefor as final, supreme, and 
irreversible? ‘That we are charged by the 
people, by the Constitution, and by our oath of 
office to form and express that judgment in the 
enactment of laws, has been shown. We are 
even empowered by the Coustitation to make 
that judgment effectual against the opposing 


judgment of the Executive. The whole nation | 
must submit to that judgment until its owa re- | 


versing deeree can be pronounced through the 
ballot-box. And yet the judiciary claims the 
right to reverse that judgment through the force 


of its mere opinion. Sir, if there be in this mat- | 


ter omnipotence anywhere, is it not in that 
claim ? There you see it in its full proportions, 
exalting itself to the pinnacle of power, and pro- 
nouncing a judgment from which there is no 
appeal, no, not even to the people. And now, 
if in this republican government there must be 


omnipotence somewhere, ought it to be in the | 
| representatives of the people, or ought it to be 


in the judges? Tothat 1 can have but one answer. 
The Congress is chosen by the people, and the 
judges are not; the Congress represents the 
people, and the judges do not ; the Congress is 
invested with the legislative sovereiguty of the 
nation, and the judges are not: and if we must 


choose between legislative omnipotence and | 


judicial omnipotence, I am for that which 
springs from the fountain of power, the people, 


and not for that which a few servants of the peo- || 


ple choose to assert in themselves by the more 
than doubtful title of their own implication. 
Mr. President, were the power by which our 


acts are to be pronounced unconstitutional and | 


void confined to the Supreme Court alone, it 


would not be so formidable; but it is diffused, | 


as before stated, through nine circuit and more 
than fifty district courts, sitting in every State, 


|| all of the latter held by a single judge, and all 


of the former, though held by a circuit and a 
district judge, yet controlled by the judgment 
of the cireuit judge. Each of these courts, 
deriving not only its jurisdiction and powers, 


| but its very existence, from Congress, sup- 
ported by appropriations by Congress, and | 


organized mainly to administer the laws of 


Congress, claims the right to sit in judgment | 
' upon those laws and to refuse them force in | 
its forum whenever its single judge entertains | 


the opinion that they conflict with the Con- 
stitution. Sir, 1 would not be disrespectful 
to the judiciary, but indeed in all the opera- 
tions of the Government nothing seems to me 


| to approach nearer the solemnly ludicrous 


than this. If not ludicrous it is certainly tre- 
mendously preposterous.. Can it be that the 


wise men who framed a Constitution which | 


has been the admiration of wise men every- 
where, failed at this point, and marred their 
work with so glaring an absurdity as author- 
izing a mere nisi prius court held under its 


own authority to sit in judgment upon the con- | 
stitutional validity of the laws of the nation | 
enacted by its chosen legislators? Can it be | 


that these judicial sentinels are posted by Con- 


gress upon the picket-line of the Constitution | 


to keep guard over the Congress itself and halt 
it there? Can it be that Congress annually 
appropriates large sums of money to pay those 
judges for declaring its own acts null and 
void? Can it be that this great Government 
thus creates and provides means for its own 
arraignment, perhaps in many places at once, 


before its own servants; for the blocking of | 


its own wheels by its own paid officials; for 
angry and dangerous collisions between two 
of its departments; for the exaltation in the 
popular mind of judicial opinion over that 
ot Congress, and the consequent degradation 
of Congress before the people; all liable to 
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_ frequent occurrence, and all tending direct}, 
to the eventual hazard, if not wreck, of the 
great ship of State? Had not Opular gov. 

ernment enough to contend with here, that i, 
framers should have thus planted in jt the 
seeds of its own perpetual embarrassment ond 
baffling, if not destruction? I deny that any 
| such absurdity is in our Constitution, and | 
think I have sustained the denial. 

But lest all that has been said should haye 
| failed to carry conviction, there is one other 
view of the subject upon which, it seems to me 
the whole case might be safely rested. Thos, 
who claim that the Constitution vests this power 
in the judiciary will, [ suppose, admit that ¢, 
be of any real value the power should be fixed 
permanent, and incapable of being taken from, 
| it. ‘To vest it there and at the same time lodge 
somewhere else a power to devest it, would pre- 
seut in another form the very solecism cop. 
tained in the question first stated as that which 
| led me to examine this subject. And yet this 
is the exact position of this case so far ag the 
appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Cour 
affords opportunity for the exercise of this 
power. As before stated, that branch of jt 
jurisdiction—which is nearly all it possesses— 
is granted by the Constitution with the express 
reservation that it is to be exercised ‘ with such 
exceptions and under such regulations as tho 
Congress shall make.’’ Here, then, is ay 
unlimited power of exception and regulation 
vested in the very body over whose acts this 
court is claimed to have a constitutional right 
of supervision, even to the extent of solemuly 
adjudging them null and void. That the power 
to annul is greater than the power to do what 
| may be annulled will not be questioned. Hence 
to impart the former and higher power to one 
body over another, and at the same time author. 
ize the other at its own pleasure to take it 
away, involves the incomprehensible absurdity 
of setting a higher authority above the highest. 
That is just the absurdity presented here. |s 
it not conclusive against the assumption that 
the Constitution intended to confer the powe: 
claimed by the judiciary? 

But it may be said that the Supreme Co 
has original jurisdiction upon which this rigli! 
can rest, and which cannot be devested by 
Congress. It has such jurisdiction in two 
classes of cases only: first, those ‘‘ affecting 
ambassadors, other public ministers, and con 
suls,’’ and secondly, ‘‘ those in which a State 
shall be party;’’ and if the advocates of the 
claim of the judiciary wish to invert the pyra- 
mid of judicial power and poise it upon the 
apex instead of planting it upon the founda- 
tion, it is well to see whether it can be made 
to stand in that position. 

If the Constitution intended to confer this 
great power on the Supreme Court, is it con- 
ceivable that it would give it in only two classes 
of cases, in one of which—that affecting am- 
bassadors, other public ministers, and con- 
suls—it was beyond the reach of conjecture 
that any question of the constitutionality of an 
act.of Congress could ever arise, and in the 
other, where a State should be party, it was 
almost equally certain that no such question 
would ever be presented, and not confer it in 
any of the thousands of cases involving the 
rights and interests of citizens which were 
sure to come before the court? This question 
answers itself. The Constitution did not cre- 
ate a judicial department and invest it with 
the mighty power to declare acts passed by the 
| national Legislature unconstitutional and void 
merely to fit those two cases, where probably 
its exercise would not be demanded once in 4 
century. Nor does the Constitution deal in 
mere semblances of power, but in its very 
reality and substance. If it intended to estab- 
| lish this far-reaching and ell-powerful judicial 
] authority, it would have sent it forth into 4 

range as wide as that of the Government and 
| with a foundation too broad and deep to be 

undermined or overthrown. That it has not 
| such a range and foundation, but may at any 
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oment be stripped of its asserted preroga- 
vein every case in which its exercise could 
of practical utility, and left to rest upon 
two jittle points for any possibility of its exer- 
“on. leaves but such a phantom of power as 
an never be supposed to have been conjured 
by the framers of the Constitution. I[ can 
therefore see in the meager original jurisdic- 
yn of the court no adequate _basis for this 
broad and comprehensive claim of judicial 
supremacy over the legislation of Congress. 

Mr. President, the Government of the United 
States is a Government of the people by the 
people. The people made the Constitution, 
and the theory of the Constitution is that the 
Government reflects theirwill. Itisa repub- 
ican government, and it is a fundamental 
principle in every republic that the dele- 
vated power of the people is to be periodically 
returned to them by their servants. This theory 
and this fundamental principle are embodied 
in two departments of the Government, the 
legislative and the executive, both of which, 
filled by the popular choice, are kept awake 
to the great fact that there is a people to whom 
they are accountable and whose will itis their 
duty to reflect and carry out. 

But in the judicial department that theory 
of the Constitution and that fundamental prin- 
ciple of a republic are both laid aside. 
judgesof the courts are not chosen by the peo- 
ple, but appointed by the President, with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. ‘They never 
return their power to the people as we do, but 
hold it in perpetual tenure in the tribunal. 
'hey do not hold office for a term of years, 
but ** during good behavior,’’ which means for 
life. 
guaranteed against 
official term. 
far from the people as they well could be. The 
theory of the Government as to them is that 
they are not accessible by the popular will, 


can ne 


‘ 


diminution during their 


The | 


Their salaries are by the Constitution | 


They are therefore placed as | 


but beyond its reach, and the fact accords with | 


the theory. They do not mingle with the 
people. ‘They do not know the people nor 
the people them. They may without disrespect 
be regarded as the recluses of the Government, 
studying not the courses of the popular mind, 
nor the throbs of the popular heart, nor the 
questions which command the attention of the 
people, but questions of law, in which few be- 


common people against the tyranny of the 
patricians and nobles, and to defend their lib- 
erties against attempts upon them by the sen- 
ate and consuls; but I cannot understand this 


| judicial veto of the American people’s will by 
courts, the judges of which are not chosen by | 
them, and which claim this unexampled veto | 


power, not through express grant from the peo- 
ple, but by implication deduced by themselves 
from a grant of judicial power. But there is 


one point I can understand, that as the creation | 


in Rome of popular magistrates with such high 
powers as those of the tribunes was the era of a 
change in the Roman constitution, and con- 
verted the government into a democracy, 80 on 


the other hand the concession to the Federal | 


courts of this asserted right may be the era of 
a change in the Constitution of the United 
States, leading by degrees to the ultimate con- 
version of this Government into something 
which could not be called either a democracy 
or a republic. 

But it may be alleged that if Congress can- 
not be restrained by the judiciary, then private 
rights have no protection. ‘This is an argu- 
ment fit to be used in the courts, if anywhere, 
but notin Congress. It assumes that we would 
legislate in violation of private rights, an as- 


| sumption which should share the fate of all the 


other discarded suppositions of wrong-doing 
by us. 
zealous advocates in the two Houses of Con- 
gress as can be found elsewhere, and are as safe 
here from infraction as they would be in other 
hands. 
organized body in this land do private rights 
receive more careful attention and patient con- 
sideration than in this. 
here to disregard, much less to invade them ; 
the tendency is all the other way. But were 


it otherwise, that could not invest the judiciary | 


with a power not granted to it by the Consti- 
tution. Again I protest against this arguing 
power into the courts upon the assumption that 
Congress may not exercise its powers honestly 
and faithfully, but must be put under outside 
guardianship to hold it to the path of rectitude. 
Every such assumption but demonstrates more 
clearly the weakness of the claim based upon 
it. 


| stand upon its own clear right, and not upon 


sides litigants and the legal profession are || 


directly interested. They, of allin the Gov- 
ernment, have nothing to fear or to ask from 
thepeople. Whetherthetide of popular opinion 
and feeling ebb or flow, they can neither be 
stranded by the one nor ingulfed by the other. 
In one word, their position is one of absolute 
independence of the people. 

I refer to these things not in the spirit of 


our supposed tendency to wrong. 
Mr. President, attempts to extirpate old 
and sturdy errors are always liable to be 


objected to as too sweeping, even sometimes by 


complaint against the Constitution nor with the | 


purpose to excite any the least prejudice against 
thejudiciary, butas facts bearing upon the ques- 
tion of power now under discussion. I would 
bring them into juxtaposition with the ques- 
tion, whether it be conceivably probable that 
the people in framing the Constitution meant 
that the power to annul their own will should 
be wielded bya tribunal proceeding not directly 
from them, rendering no account to them, 
brought into no contact with them, but inde- 
pendent of them as no others of their servants 
are? Why should they discard the fundamental 
theory of the Government's reflecting their 
will, and repose such transcendent authority in 
the only organization under the Constitution 


which does not express their will, the only one | 


that bears resemblance to an aristocracy in 
Government? 
it? what the advantage? what the ultimate 
benefit? what the hope of good? [ can see 
none. I can understand why the old Roman 
tribunes sat at the door of the senate house 
to pass upon the decrees of the senate, with 
power in the veto of a single one to prohibit 
their execution ; for they were the officers of 


What would be the motive for 


| haste slowly to great changes. 


those whose sympathies are with them. I do 
not expect this bill to escape that fate. It is 
hard to pull up an old tree by the roots. Good 


and true men are often prone to remove such 
errors piecemeal, rather than sweep them off 
bodily. In matters of expediency or policy 
there is oftentimes great wisdom in making 


principle, especially one entering into the 
organic structure and vital action of a govern- 
ment is involved, it passes out of the field of 
expediency and policy, and calls for more 
decisive action; the principie must be dis- 


| tinctly and resolutely asserted and established, 


or it must be abandoned. Such is this case as 
it presents itself to me. I can see no neutral 
ground in it. Were we to draw * line and say 
to the courts, ‘‘On this side of this line you 
may pass upon the constitutionality of our acts, 
but on that side you may not,’’ it would admit 
their right, and the principle would be surren- 
dered. 5 
troversy. Hither the inferior Federal courts in 
the first instance and the Supreme Court in the 
last have the right under the Constitution to 


|| declare our acts void for unconstitutionality or 


they have not. 
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submission to the assertion by other tri bunals 


of a higher power over our acts? If we mean 


| to legislate for the country, as the people sent 


Nay, I go further and say that in no | 


Private rights find as many and as | 


There is no disposition | 


|| to the Constitution. 


The power claimed by the judiciary must | 


Their right is the very core of the con- | 


If they have, then vote down | 


this bill; if they have not, why not pass it? | 


Why hesitate to stop at once the exercise of an 


|| adverse power if we hold it to be unauthorized 


by the Constitution? What views of expe- 
diency should restrain us from self-protection ? 


the people, chosen to protect the rights of the || What considerations can justify us in further 





us here to do, why longer permit the judicial 
veto upon our laws, when we may silence it by 
perfectly constitutional means? Do we meet 
the exigency by cutting off one branch after 
another of the appeliate jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court, through which some act of ours 
is assailed, and still leave the great trunk of its 
asserted power standing erect and firm? Do 
we not thereby go far toward impliedly yield 
ing the whole right? 

Sir, I can see but one way out of this diffi 
culty, and that is embodied in this bill. In 
my judgment any other would be temporiz 
ing, feeble, and ineffectual. We must either 
uphold our prerogatives as national legislators 
or abdicate them to the judiciary so far as to 
yield to their opinion the power to annul our 
laws. We must either assert our right of 
superior and final judgment upon the consti 
tutionality of our acts or acknowledge our 


| subordination on that point to the courts we 


But when a | 


have ourselves established. Every time we 

pass unnoticed a decision of a Federal cour: 
| against the validity of one of our acts we infuse 
new vigorinto the old tradition I have attacked. 
‘Time is its life, age its ever-increasing vitality 
and strength. Shall not its time end? If we 
fail to end it, whose is the responsibility for 
the future? Sir, it is ours, and the day will 
come when the people will hold us to it. 

Mr. President, I here leave the discussion of 
this important question though the subject is by 
no means exhausted. I have sought to treat 
it with entire candor, and as every constitu- 
tional question should always be treated, with 
a commanding sense of reverence for and duty 
I hope and believe that | 
| am incapable of knowingly giving a false or 
distorted construction to that great instrument. 
| Every attempt to strain it into conformity with 
a predetermined purpose, or make it serve 
an unworthy end, or perform any oflice but 
that exalted one for which, as the breastwork 
of the rights and liberties of a free people, it 
was designed by its framers, will sooner or later 
assuredly recoil upon him who makes it. Did 
I not speak from urgent and unquestioning 
conviction I should shrink from assailing in 
this forum and before the nation a judicial and 
professional dogma which may almost be said 
to have existed, like an English custom, ‘‘time 
whereof the memory of man runneth not to the 
contrary,’’ but which by no length of years can 
grow into higher authority than the Constitu- 
tion. I have assailed it because I believe it 
false and fraught with mischief, and that the 
| time has come when it ought to be refuted and 
| dethroned. If wrong in this belief, nothing | 
have said will terminate its long reign; but 
if right, that reign must end ; the truth will tri- 
'umph however long delayed. Why should it 

not triumph now? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President before this 
bill is referred 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 

| Vermont will suspend for a moment if he pro- 
poses to discuss this bill, as the Chair desires 

| to make astatement. ‘The Senator from Ten- 
nessee on the left of the Chair [Mr. Brown- 
Low] has asked the Chair to submit a state- 
ment to the Senate for him, which he thinks is 
a question of privilege. The Secretary will 
read the statement. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Mr. President, I respectfully ask to be heard by the 
Senate upon what I regard as a question of privilege. 
growing out of the recent election in Tessessee aud 

| my alleged betrayal of the Republican party. M: 

| enemies have been heard through some of the leading 

Republican journals of the country and by verbal 

statements made to Senators. My estimate of this 

body and of the country is that they willing to 
hvar the other side of the question. iS . 
W. G. BROWNLOW. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that, by the rulings of his predecessors in 
| this chair, personal explanations have not been 
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regarded as questions of privilege; but consent 
has generally, if not always, been granted to 
Senators desiring to make such explanations, 
ut the convenience oi the Senate. ‘lhe request 
of the Senator from Tennessee is before the 
Senate. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, | rise 
to ask whether it would not be as convenient 
for the Senator from ‘Tennessee to proceed to- 
morrow morning or the day after to-morrow, 
so that some of us may have an opportunity 
to submit some remarks to the Senate in refer- 
ence to the extraordinary doctrine which has 
been presented to-day by my honorable friend 
from Missouri, {| Mr. Drake? ] 

Mr. STEWART. I suggest to the Senator 
from Delaware that the bill of the Senator 
irom Missouri may be postponed if he desires 
to express his views upon it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Delaware that the 
Senator from ‘Tennessee has just notified the 


both anxious to protect, is found, not in the 
legislative branch of a government, not in the 


executive branch of a government, but in its | 


fundamental law that secures those private 
rights, administered by an independent and 
fearless judiciary? There is the security of 
liberty; there is the security of progress in 


society; there is the anchor that holds together | 


the wishes of all good men. 


I donot mean to defend any particular court. 


That is a thing of to-day. Ido not mean to 
condemn any particular court. All I mean to 
say now is that while I believe, as much as I 
can believe anything, that the Supreme Court 


of the United States, like the supreme courts | 


of the various States, has a perfect right and 
it is its bounden duty to declare between suit- 
ors before it whether the Constitution directs 
or prohibits a particular thing, whether a law 
stands in the way of it or not, lL also believe that 
upen every case which involves questions of 


| political fact or political action we are the 


Chair that to-morrow will be convenient for | 


him, although that may possibly be occupied 
with the funeral addresses on the late Senator 
from Maine. ‘The Senator from Vermont is 
entitled to the floor on the pending bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My purpose—as [ sup- 
posed this bill would be referred, as a matter 
of course,to the Committee on the Judiciary— 
was only to say a word in reply to what the 
honorable Senator from Missouri has advanced. 

! am probably as much irritated, in a polit- 
ical sense, at some proceedings which are called 


judges from beginning to end; and if in any 


' case between parties the right of the party 


depends upon the ascertaining of what the 
political condition of a fact is, that court is as 
much bound to look to us to ascertain what 
that political fact may be as is the humblest 


| officer in the Government; and it always has 
hitherto, with possibly one recent exception, 
and I do not know whether that is an excep- 


judicial that have taken place, and at some | 


that are supposed to be impending, as he is; 
but | have been taught to suppose that there 
was a wide difference between Congress un- 
dertaking to assert its own right to judge of 
what its political action should be, and its own 
right to defend itself against any interference 
by any tribunal, judicial or otherwise, with its 


right to determine the political situation of | 


any part of the country or its right to determ- 
inea political fact with any foreign Power, and 
ihe mght of Congress to declare that it was the 
sole judge in all cases of the constitutionality 


tion or not. 

‘To defend our political position I willgo as far 
as my friend will; but to undertake to declare 
that the tribunals of the country—because you 
must go to that extent everywhere if you assert 
it here—have no power to sit in judgment as 
between the Constitution and a law passed 
under it, is to go altogether beyond what I am 
sure the liberty of any people can require or 


| what the liberty of any people could endure 


for any great length of time. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 
not my intention to go into any lengthy dis- 
cussion of the propositions submitted by the 
honorable Senator from Missouri. I listened 


‘| to his argument very carefully, and for two 


in all matters affecting private rights of its own || 


action. 


Now, the theory of all constitutional govern- | 
inent, as I have supposed, is that the people | 
|| gated it. I therefore expected a flood of light 


themselves are notalways to be trusted on any 
particularday, andthat constitutionsare framed 
for the purpose of preventing the people them- 
selves from interfering with what on the whole 
it is thought fit should be sacred. That is one 
purpose; and soitiswithlaw. Kvery law that 
we pass is a restraint upon the people; and yet 
the people do nétclaim the right in civilized gov- 
ernments to change their law-makers every day 


because some portion of the people do not hap- | 
pen to like a law. ‘The distinction, therefore, | 


is—-because I do not intend to go into the dis- 
cussion—in the theory of my friend and mine, 
between undertaking to find out what the will 
of the people is through the voice of Congress, 
to-day, or yesterday, or in 1858, and undertak- 
ing to find out what the will of the people is by 
looking at their fundamental law, which they 
have ordained to be above the infraction of any- 


body, tor the security of the subjects and the | 
promotion of the objects, over which it operates, | 


Then, how are you to find it?) The Consti- 


tution itself has declared—and that is the peo- | 


ple’s will, I take it—how you are to find it. It 
says that all judicial questions shall be determ- 


ined by the judiciary, and that all political | 


power shall be vested in another branch, and 
all executive power in a third; and it also 
declares that this Constitution and the laws 
made in pursuance of it—that is the language; 
not otherwise—shall be the supreme law of the 
land. Now, is not a court to determine what 
the law is as between parties who are before it? 
if it is net L should be glad to know what tri- 
bunal is. Does not all history demonstrate to 
us that the greatest safeguard of liberty and of 
private rights, which my friend and myself are 


reasons: one, because he stated to us that he 
had very thoroughly examined the question, 
and another, because he said he had never met 
with any member of the bar who had investi- 


to be thrown upon the subject. I must say, 


| however,that while many things were new, many 


things were strange. I had an installment of a 


| part of it the other day. Stepping into the 


Supreme Court of the United States I found 
that a gentleman whom I did not know was 
addressing that high body, and in the course of 
his remarks on the subject of the constitution- 


ality of an act of Congress then being before | 


that tribunal he told them the manner in which 
they should approach the consideration of the 
subject; that that act was passed by so many 
Senators, selected from their respective States 
on account of their great legal learning, by some 
two or three hundred Representatives from the 
different congressional districts of the United 


| States, selected by the people on account of 


| 
| 
| 
| 





their great legal learning, and that in each 
of these bodies there were men who would 
adorn and honor the bench upon which the 
judgessat. ‘‘ And may it please your honors,’’ 
remarked the learned gentleman, ‘‘I cite this 
act itself, theiract, passed under the obligation 
of an oath, as an authority to the court.’’ 

Sir, | began to expand when I found that the 
acts of the body of which I was an humble 
member were by a high law officer of the coun- 
try cited to its highest legal tribunal as author- 
ity to govern their decisions. But, sir, that 
intimation, then for the first time in this coun- 
try made before a legal tribunal, has been acted 
upon to-day by the honorable member from 
Missouri ; and we are told that Congress, the 
creature of the Constitution, its powers ex- 
pane limited in the instrument creating it, 

as no superior; that there is no power under 


Mr. President, it is | 
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] ; a atdhinal ; 
|| the l’ederal Constitution to question its action: 
that it may do as it pleases, and that there ;, 
no authority save itself to review its acts oe 

The honorable Senator has told us that prj, 
to 1787 there had been no attempt dither i 
Kingland or this countcy to declare a national 
act of legislation null and inoperative ; and he 
claims from this fact, if fact it be, that ia 
is no power known to the Constitution and oo 
of the country, no tribunal established by that 
Constitution and those laws,to review the acti Z 
of this body and the other House with a heen 
determining its conformity. or repugnancy tn 
the Constitution of the United States. WW}, 
sir, the question here is a question as to ti, 
power of Congress under the Constitution, 
which was created in 1787; and, as a mate, 
of course, any question as to its powers coy) 
not be determined before its creation. 

But, sir, I assert that the power claimed {,, 
| the Congress of the United States by the hop. 
_orable member from Missouri, whether jt j, 

fully admitted or only partially admitted }y 
him, is a power in every respect as limitless, a: 
|| undefined as that claimed by the Parliament o: 
| Great Britain. The honorable member gay; 
that all legislative power is vested in the Cop. 
gress of the United States. Sir, all legislatiy, 
power is not vested in the Congress of th, 
| United States now, and never has been, and 
may Heaven forbid that it ever shouldbe, Aj 
legislative power under the Government of 
Great Britain is vested in the Parliament 9; 
Great Britain. Itisomnipotent ; it can change 
| the occupant of the throne; it can take thy 
| property of one subject and give it to another 
without compensation; and, although som 
writers have denied it, it can even make a ma: 
a judge in his owncause. Itcando anything: 
it is not limited by written or prescriptive law: 
| it is a law unto itself; its will is absolute. 
Hence it is that it may exercise all power ani 
doanyact. Thereis no power in the judiciary, 
or in the king upon his throne, or in any tribu 
nal on earth that can limit or restrainit. Such 
is the full and the omnipotent power of th 
Parliament of Great Britain. 

Sir, does your Constitution give to the Con- 
gress of the United States that power? Does 
it pretend to give to the Congress of the United 
States all legislative power? No, sir; it gives 
to the Congress of the United States the legisla- 
| tive power granted by the instrument. I call the 

attention of the honorable member to the words: 





“All legislative powers herein granted shall | 
vested ina Congress of the United States, whi 
| shall consist of a Senate and House of Represen 
| atives.”’ 


| <A very different thing from ‘‘all legislatiy 
| power.’’ And when we look into the Const 
tution to see what is the ‘‘legislative powers 
herein granted,’’ we find that the powers 0! 
Congress, like those of every other deparimen' 
of the Government, are enumerated, limited, 
and restrained to the subjects-matter named in 
the Constitution. Further, all powers no! 
| granted by the Constitution are reserved to the 
|| States or to the people. 

|| Think, Mr. President, of a claim of omnipo 
|| tence in Congress! Sir, there is no branch o! 
|| this Government that is omnipotent. The Gov 
/ernment in all its powers combined is no! 
/omnipotent. You have a Government in the 
| whole as well as in its parts, of delegated 
| power; and it never was the intention, and it 
| never was asserted by any founder of this Gov 
| ernment, and there is no respectable writer 
| upon the nature of the Government or upon 
| the Constitution of the country whu has eve! 


} 





contended that the Government in all its depart: 
| ments combinéd possessed omnipotence. Bu 
| the honorable Senator seeing how many ‘‘ hoary 
errors,’’ for eighty long years recognized 25 

sound constitutional doctrine and law, hav: 
been plucked up in the last eight or nine years, 
comes forward, his path made easy, to root uj 
this last and holiest ‘‘error’’ of all, that the 
courts of the United States have some judicial 
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-er, the power to pass upon the constitu-« 
vy of congressional enactments. 

y. sir, in listening to the honorable Sen- 

from Missouri, and hearing him discuss 
licial power, 1 was forcibly reminded of a 
circumstance which occurred in the early 
es of my professional life. It was my duty 
chen, as the law officer of the State, to prosecute 
“man for an assault with an intent to commit 
-der. Their honors sat upon the bench, in 
aan of any disagreement between the counsel 
yr the defense and myself to explain to the 
» what the law was. When I had concluded 
part of the State the counsel for the 
iefense rose and addressed the jury for some 

me, when turning to the court he remarked 
‘hat he had nothing to say to them except that 
hey had no authority to say to that jury one 
word either about the law or the facts. A whis 

-went around the bar, ‘‘ What, then, is the 
auth rity of the court?’’ The chief justice 
ly asked the counsel for the defense to turn 

a certain provision of the constitution and 
readthat. He read it, and it was that the judicial 

wwer of this State shall be vested in certain 
irts. ‘*Now,’’ said the chief justice, ‘* Mr. 
Attorney, please to define to us judicial power.’’ 
[he court was answered, ‘‘ Judicial power! 
licial power! why, it is to keep order in 
court. His Honor was thus reduced to chief 
pstaff of the court. [Laughter.] So if we 
were to look for the judicial power of the I’ed- 
eral judiciary, in the view of the honorable 
ember from Missouri I do not think it would 
be far more exalted than that simple power to 
preserve order in court, 

Mr. President, in the consideration of ques- 
tions of this character the great men who pre- 
ceded us in both Halls of Congress and the 
writers upon subjects of this kind have been 
wont to look into the written opinions left by 
the framers of that instrument to see what they 
thought. Having framed the Constitution, they 
are to be supposed to know better at least than 
any other body of men what that Constitution 
contains and what it was intended to mean. 
Now, sir, this ‘* hoary error’’ which the learned 
Senator would pluck up was an ‘‘ error’’ recog- 
nized, believed in by the framers of that instru- 
ment. ‘The honorable Senator, I have no 
loubt, has looked into the Iederalist, for he 
has thoroughly investigated this subject, and 
has arrived at a,conclusion totally different 
from that of every other member of the profes- 
sion in the United States. If he will look into 
the Federalist closely, he will find in the letters 
of Mr. Madisonand Mr. Hamilton not only the 
declaration that the judicial power of the Uni- 
ted States does extend to declaring an act of 
the P'ederal Congress repugnant to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, but it is argued by 
them that it was absolutely necessary that such 
a department with such powers should exist in 
‘his Government, if this Government could 
claim to be a free Government. 

Not only the power is recognized as existing 
inthe Federal Constitution, but the wisdom of 
placing the power there is most elaborately 
discussed. Sir, with the authorities before the 
honorable Senator, as he admits, showing a 
recognition of this doctrine by judicial decision, 
by text-writers, by the universal opinion of the 
profession for at least sixty-five years, I should 
have supposed that it was too late in the day 
for him to attempt to overturn the settled judg- 
ment of the American people and of the legal 
profession of the United States; and I doubt 
not, although it was insensible to the honorable 
Senator himself, that he would not have made 
the attempt had it not been a habit which we 
have all experienced in these late days of con- 
sidering everything in the past as of no binding 
force and as unworthy to be regarded as set- 
tled, and that this measure of his was only 
intended as a great improvement in the way of 
4 radical advance upon that which has already 
taken place through the land and in Congress. 


ttle 


lag 





| would pass an unconstitutional act. 
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my mind offered by the honorable Senator in 
support of his theory is that it is not to be pre- 
sumed that the Congress of the United States 
Che hon- 
orable Senator seems to consider it a reflection 
upon this, the great national Legislature, that 
it could enter into the imagination of man to 
conceive that such an exalted body, so learned 
in the law, so well acquainted with the science 
of government, should at any time, either 
rashly, inadvertently, or otherwise, pass an act 
which should be repugnant to the Constitution 
of the United States! He would elaim for it 
not only omnipotence, but infallibility. Mr. 
President, we are not without warning on this 
subject. The great men who framed the Con- 
stitution and who vested in the Federal courts 
the judicial power under the Constitution fore 
saw that the l’ederal Legislature of this country 
would be composed of men with the like infirm- 
ities and subject to the like errors of men com- 
posing the legislatures of other nations. ‘The 
argument of the honorable Senator reminded 
me of the utterances of one of the framers of this 
very Constitution, an extract from whose writ- 
ings I have before me, and which I will read. 

t isa reflection, the honorable Senator would 
have us believe, upon Congress even to suppose 
that they would pass an unconstitutional act. 
Gouverneur Morris says—the extract will be 
found in volume three, page 223, of his Life and 
Writings: 

** But after all, what does it signify that men should 
have a written constitution, containing unequivocal 
provisions and limitations? The legislative lion will 
not be entangled in the meshes of a logical net. 
Legislation will always make the power which it 
wishes to exercise, unless it be so arranged as to con 
tain within itself the sutiicient check. Attempts to 
restrain it from outrage by other means will only 
render it more outrageous. The idea of binding 
legislators by oathis puerile. Having swornto exei 
cise the powers granted according to their true intent 
and meaning they will, when they teel a desire to go 
further, avoid the shame, if not the guilt of perjury, 
by swearing the true intent and meaning to be 
according to their apprehension, that which suits 
their purpose.”’ 

Gouverneur Morris was only judging of the 
men who should fill the Halls of the Federal 
Congress by what experience had taught him 
in respect to men who had filled other legisla- 
tive halls. 

But, Mr. President, there are certain pro- 
visions of the Constitution which restrain Con- 
gress from doing certain acts. The honorable 
Senator says that reference to such provisions 
as these only weakens the arguments of the 
opponents of his views. But, sir, 1 should like 
to know, in case Congress were to do one of 
the things here prohibited, what would be the 
remedy ? 

‘The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall 
not be suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion 
or invasion the public safety may require it.” 

I do not intend to alarm the Senate by an 
argument on the subject of the writ of habeas 
corpus. I know it is a writ not very much 
respected by the legislation of Congress, and 
[ therefore shall not attempt to say one word 
in reference to its character or the necessity of 
its existence. But suppose to-day, wheu there 
is no invasion or rebellion, the Congress of the 
United States were to pass an act suspending 
the writ of habeas corpus throughout the Uni- 
ted States, and every man in the country was 
subject to be arrested and denied a trial before 
the courts of the United States. The proposi- 
tion of the honorable Senator, if it is law, 
would be to decide that he had no remedy ; that 
Ke must be held in time of peace when there 
was neither a war of invasion.nor a rebellion. 
W hat isthe remedy which the Senator suggests, 
the only remedy which he declares does or 
should exist? An appeal upon questions of 
law to this great court of errors which the hon- 
orable Senator has erected for the admiration 
of the American people. Wiui is the remedy? 
Not an appeal to the courts; for he says they 
have not the power constitutionally to give 
relief, or he proposes to take it away from 


o- 
<— 
a. 
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Senators, go home aad in your different States 
assemble the people in mass meeting; and 
let the ltepresentatives in the other House 
each one repair to his district. and let there be 
summoned some thirty seven great high courts 
of appeal, State courts, if you please, and 
some two or three hundred smaller or district 
courts of appeal, to decide the question of thi 

man who is illegally restrained of his liberty, 
and who is now in custody by the exercise ot 
unconstitutional power ! 

‘No bill of attainder or ex post facto law 
shail be passed ;’’ but suppose Congress should 
undertake to pass such a law, what then? The 
courts shall not decide upon it, says the hon 
orable member; they never had power unde 
the Constitution to do so; ithas been a usurp 
ation ever since the foundation of the Gov 
ernment, which usurpation he now proposes 
to remove. But where is the remedy? Ob, 
says the honorable Senator, if Congress were 
to pass such a law it would be the same as i! 
Congress were to place in their bill ** this is 
revolutionary,’’ aud then it is a question of 
force between Congress and the courts, and 
the courts can declare, says the honorable 
member, that the act is what Congress itself 
says itis, revolutionary. ‘Then, sir, it logically 
follows {rom the reasoning of the Senator that 
the ultimate power of deciding constitutional 
questions under this Government is force, and 
force alone. I submit to the honorable mem 
ber, as alawyer, that that cannot be the proper 
construction of the Constitution. 

Mr. President, [ shall detain the Senate for 
but a moment longer. What are the powers 
of the Federal judiciary? The Constitution 
prescribes them ; 

‘The judicial power of the United States shall b 
vested in one Supreme Court and in such inferior 
courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain 
and establish.” . : ’ 

‘The judicial power shall extend to all eases in 
law and equity arising under this Constitution, the 
laws of the United States, and treaties made o1 
which shall be made under their authority.” 


And in another article the Constitution 
declares : 
° 
‘This Constitution and the laws of the United 
States which shall be made in pursuance thereof,” 
: ; : . **shall be the supreme law of th« 


land.’’ 

An act of Congress, therefore, by express 
provision of the Constitution, to be the supreme 
law of the land must be made in pursuance 
of the Constitution. This provision implies 
that acts of Congress may be made which shal! 
not be in pursuance of the Constitution. 

Well, Mr. President, I submit to the honor 
able Senator this inquiry: is the question, 1 
an act of Congress made in pursuance of the 
Constitution, or is it not, a judicial or a legis 
lative question? Congress passes an act, and 
the question arises, is that act in pursuance of 
the Constitution of the United States, or is 
repugnant to the Constitution of the United 
States ; is that a judicial or a legislative ques 
tion? ‘The honorable Senator will not claim 
that the Congress of the United States has judi 
cial power, unless he will claim it under this 
omnipotency, or, as he modified it afterward, 
under a certain degree of omnipotency. Well, 
if the Congress of the United States have not 
judicial power, and the question whether an act 
of the Legislature isin pursuance of or is repug- 
nant to the Constitution of the United States 
be a judicial question and not a legislative ques- 
tion, who is to decide it? To determine what 
is law, common law, or statute law is an inhe 
rent and essential element of judicial power. 
Sir, that great tribunal erected by the framers 
of the Constitution for the security of the Amer 
ican citizen in all his rights of life, person, and 
liberty is the tribunal vested by the Constitution 


| with the power of deciding upon this and all 


other judicial questions. ‘‘ Wogdman, spare 
that tree.’’ That great tribunal ifthe last thing 
you have left us by your legislation to remind us 
that we once lived under a free Constitution. 


ut, sir, one of the strangest arguments to || them; but an appeal to the people! Now, || Underthe pretext—I wish to be respectful, and 
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if it be more respectful I will say under the || 


argument, of military necessity and the neces- 
sity of preserving the life of the nation and of pre- 
serving a Union which you have destroyed, you 
have cast down nearly all the other landmarks 
of the Constitution made by our fathers; and 
could the great men who framed that instra- 
ment leave their present blissful abodes and 
visit the habitations of earth and look at the 
instrument which you have substituted in its 
place by executive, and by congressional, and 
1 will add by judicial usurpation, they would 
not know the work of their own hands. Still, 
you have left one thing not wholly destroyed, 
although somewhat ruthlessly assailed, and 
that is the lederal judiciary. 


men who framed it, and who love to gather 
lessons of wisdom from their recorded words 


and acts, may see something still left of the | 
. | 


werk of their hands. 


But I perceive from some remarks which | 
have fallen from one member of the Senate, and | 


from a measure that has already been intro- 
duced by the Judiciary Committee, that the 
honorable gentleman will not have the support 
of all the members of his party in taking away 


the jurisdiction of the I‘ederal courts with refer- | 


I look | 


ence to every constitutional question. 
upon the proposition of the honorable Senator 
from Missouri, however, more favorably than 


| do upon the one which has come from the || 


Judiciary Committee. ‘That comes from a 
body of men selected, as we may reasonably 
suppose, for theirgreat legal learning ; it comes 
with weight, it comes with authority. The 


bill of the Senator from Missouri is a bold, | 


open, manly senatorial assault, so to speak, be- 
cause it tells you right out what it means, that 
the courts shall not decide any constitutional 
— whatever; but the bill proposed by the 
Judiciary Committee of the Senate, declaring 
that the judiciary have no jurisdiction of polit- 


ical questions, and resolving that certain things | 


are political questions and leaving all other 
matters to conjecture, is a more dangerous 
bill. There is a bill big with mischief, but I 
will not discuss it now. I only mention it 
because it is of a kindred nature to the bill of 
the honorable member from Missouri. It will 


Spare it, that | 
those of us who look with veneration upon the | 


OBE. 


Wednesday, the 5th day of January next, at 4 


twelve o’clock noon, in which it requested the || lal 
| longs the decision of political questions, buttha: 
| it further assumes to decide what are politica 


concurrence of the Senate. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker | 
of the House had signed the following enrolled 
bill and joint resolutions; and they were there- | 
upon signed by the Vice President: 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 62) in relation to | 
a site for a building for the State Department; | 





A joint resolution (S. It, No. 64) appointing 
General Thomas Osborn a manager of the | 
National Asylum for Disabled Soldiers; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 831) to relieve certain per- 


_ sons therein named from the legaland political | 





be time enough when it shall be properly before | 


the Senate to give it further consideration. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If there is no business 
before the body I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, I should like to eall up 
a bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill intro- 
duced by the Senator from Missouri is still 
before the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to postpone its 
further consideration until to-morrow. 

Mr. SUERMAN., Let it be referred. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, I was in hopes || 


that before this bill went to the Committee on 
the Judiciary there would be a somewhat full 
discussion of it. 1 know perfectly well the fate 


it will meet at the hands of that committee ; | 
but as the matter can be brought up again in | 


connection with the bill which the Judiciary 
Committee have reported with amendments, [ 
will not press the farther consideration of this 
bill at the present time, and have no objection 
to 1s being referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont moves that the bill be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, 

The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM TIE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representa- 


tives, by Mr, MePnenson, its Clerk, announced | ation of the bill may be postponed until after the | 
that the House had passed a concurrent res- || recess. 


olution proposing an adjournment of the two 
Houses from Wednesday, the 22d instant, to 


I move that the bill be || 


| 





| 
| 
| 





j 
j 


| 


disabilities imposed by the fourteenth amend- 


ment to the Constitution of the United States, | 


and for other purposes. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a letter from the Secretary of War, 


communicating,in compliance with a resolution | 
| of the Senate of the 80th of January, 1869, 


reports of the commissioners of the Soldiers’ 


'| Home and the commanding general of the mil- 


itary division of the Pacific, in regard to the 
establishment of a branch of the Soldiers’ Home 
on the Pacific coast; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from 
the Secretary of War, communicating reports 


| from the commanding general of the depart- 
ment of California, and the chief of engineers, | 


in regard to the relinquishment of a portion of 
the military reserve at Point San José to the 
city of San Francisco; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


He also laid before the Senate a report from | 
the Secretary of War, in compliance with the | 


resolution of the Senate of March 23, 1869, 
relating to the I’ort Ridgley military reservation 
in Minnesota. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I move that that communi- 
cation be printed, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 


Mr. POMEROY. Military reservations have | 
generally been administered upon by the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs. This does not re- 
late to the public lands, but to a military reser- 
vation, and should go to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 
Mr. RAMSEY. 
ties withdraw all claim to the land as a mili- 
tary reservation, and when that is done it be- 
comes public land. There is a bill before the 
Committee on Public Lands in regard to the 
present settlers on this reservation. 


But the military authori- | 








the most appropriate committee is the Commit: | 


tee on Public Lands, and my motion is to refer 
the communication to that committee and to 
have an order made for its printing. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SUPREME COURT’S APPELLATE JURISDICTION. | 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


I move that the Senate | 


proceed to the consideration of the bill (S. No. | 
280) in relation to the appellate jurisdiction of | 
the Supreme Court of the United States in cer- | 


tain cases. 


Mr. NORTON. I would inquire of the Sen- | 


ator from Illinois whether it is intended to 
proceed with the diseussion of that bill this 
evening? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hardly expect that we 
shall be able to get through with the bill this 
evening, but I expect to press its early con- 
sideration. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, Ihave no 
objection, of course, to that bill being taken up, 


and the Senator from Illinois delivering his | 


views upon it to the Senate, if such be his wish; | 
but I trust he will agree, after having addressed | 


the Senate upon it, that the further consider- 


The Senator from Ilinois will admit 
that the bill is entirely original in its character ; 
that nothing like it has ever before been pro- 
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posed in the American Congress; that it js 


. 3 not 
merely a declaration that to Congress alone be. 


questions and to take that question from the 


courts; and that it abolishes in effect q|] the 


jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in habeg 
corpus. A bill so original and far-reachiy, 
that goes far beyond the reconstruction acts | 


ts, | 


submit ought notto be pressed to a vote Without 


| the fullest discussion, and without affording ;, 


those who are sincerely opposed to it the fi|io« 
opportunity for preparation. The bill cone. 
here with the sanction of the Judiciary Comm); 
tee—with the exception of, I believe, two mem 
bers, possibly with the exception of butone, |, 
comes, therefore, with great weight before th, 
Senate, and it behooves those who are Opposed 
to it not to occupy the time of the Senate withoy); 
full preparation. I trust, therefore, that afte, 


| the chairman of the committee shall have 


opened the subject by any remarks he may gop 
fit to submit he will consent that the bill may o, 
over until after the recess, that those who are 
opposed to it may come fully prepared to die. 
cuss it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President—— 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator wijj 
suspend. The Chair did not desire to interray; 
the remarks of the Senator from Ohio, but the 
eleventh rule, to which the attention of the 
Chair has been called by Senators, forbids 
debate upon the merits of questions proposed 
to be taken up for consideration. 

Mr. THURMAN. I did not propose to de 
bate the merits, but only to show what the bil! 
was, that its importance might be considered, 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The remarks of 
the Senator from Ohio were general in their 
character, although they did touch the merits 
of the bill. ‘The only desire of the Chair is to 
conform to the wish of the Senate in enforcing 
the rules. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I was about to remark 
that this is not the appropriate time to speak 
of the character of the bill or to explain its 
provisions ; but I think it will be very easy 
show when the bill shall come up for consider 
ation that it has in it nothing of the alarming 
character supposed by the Senator from Ohio. 
It contains no principle within it that the Su 
preme Court of the United States has not time 
and again promulgated itself; and as to the 
jurisdiction of the court, it is a matter in ap 
pellate cases which the court itself has over and 
over decided is entirely within the control of 
Congress. I shall be prepared to defend the 


I think '| bill, and I trust the Senate will pass it when 


we come to consider it. I see no occasion for 
postponing it beyond the recess. I hope the 
bill will now be taken up, and I shall then not 
object to its going over until to-morrow so as 
to be the order of the day when the Senate 
shall again proceed to legislative business. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The motion of 
the Senator from Illinois is that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the bill indi: 
cated by him. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I now movethat the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

RECESS FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Before submit 
ting that motion the Chair will lay before the 


| Senate a concurrent resolution of the House of 


Representatives proposing a recess. j 
The Secretary read the resolution, as fol: 
lows: 


In rae House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
cember 13, 1809. 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when the 
two Houses adjourn on Wednesday, the 22d instant, 
they adjourn to meet again on Wednesday, the oth 
day of January next, at twelve o’clock noon. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the resolution 
lie on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, the Senate || 
eeded to the consideration of executive 
and after some time spent therein, the 
, and the Senate adjourned. 


t it ig no 
alone be 
8, but tha: 
> POliticeg 
from the 
Ct all the 
n habea 


husimess 5 


ors were reopened 





a 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 





speak R. No. 509) to abolish the franking privilege ; 
plain its which was read a first and second time, and 


ae Monpay, December 15, 1869. | 
e witho, The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer |; 
ording +, by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier. 
he fullecs “The Journal of Saturday was read and || 
iI CONies ,pproved. | 
Comm ORDER OF BUSINESS. \| 
WO mem The SPEAKER stated the first business in || 
tone, | order was the call of States and Territories for | 
elore th pills and resolutions for reference only, and || 
Opposed not to be brought back by a motion to recon- | 
€ Without sider; and that under this call joint resolu- || 
that after tions of State and territorial Laniietaree could || 
all have be referred and ordered to be printed. 
lg CAPTAIN CHARLES HOLMES. | 
Whe we Mr. ELA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 506) | 
1d to die. for the relief of Captain Charles Holmes ; | 
which was read a first and second time, and | 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 
lator will MRS. LUCIA MARDEN. | 
interrupt Mr. STEVENS introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
), but the 507) for the relief of Mrs. Lucia Marden ; | 
n of the which was read a first and second time, and | 
» lorbids referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions. | 
i tae NATIONAL CURRENCY. | 
ose to de Mr. WILLARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
it the bil] 508) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to pro- | 
isidered. vide a national currency, secured by a pledge 
narks of of United States bonds, and to provide for the | 
in thei: circulation and redemption thereof;’’ which | 
be merits was read a first and second time, referred to | 
hair is to the Committee on Banking and Currency, and | 
forcing ordered to be printed. 
ABOLITION OF THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. | 
oe Mr. WILLARD also introduced a bill (H. | 
Spea | 
| 
y Casy t referred to the Committee on the Post Office ] 
— and Post Roads. | 
oe ii TESTIMONY IN BOUNTY CASES. | 
the Su Mr. POLAND introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
not tim: 510) to simplify and reduce the expense of | 
s to the taking testimony in establishing claims for | 
er in at bounties and pensions; which was read a first | 
over and and second time, and referred to the Commit- | 
ntrol of tee on the Revision of the Laws of the United } 
fend the States. 1] 
it when FREE SYSTEM OF BANKING. } 
ision for Mr. POLAND also introduced a bill (H. R. | 
Lope the No. 511) providing for a free system of national } 
then not banking; which was read a first and second || 
W SO as time, and referred to the Committee on Bank- || 
. Senate ing and Currency. I} 
ness. VIRGINIA. | 
gone _ Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire | 
Hy ind to present three joint resolutions now pending 
a tes betore the Committee on Reconstruction, and | 
to ask that they be referred to that committee, | 
, and ordered to be printed. 
the Sen- The SPEAKER. That is in order. | 
ecutive Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, introduced 
severally the following joint resolutions; which 
were read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Reconstruction, and ordered 
submit to be printed: 
ore the _A joint resolution (H. R. No. 82) declaring 
ouse of Virginia entitled to tepresentation in Congress; 
| _A joint resolution (H. R. No. 83) declaring 
as fol: that Virginia has performed the required acts 
hints entitling her to representation in the Congress | 
3, 1869." of the United States, and that she is entitled 
rhen the ‘o such representation ; and | 
instant, _A joint resolution (H. R. No. 84) declaring 
, the Sth irginia entitled to representation in the Con- | 
gress of the United States. 
solution 


JURISDICTION OF UNITED STATES COURTS. 


| No. 512) to repeal an act entitled ‘‘ An act ex- || 


tending jurisdiction of the district courts to | 
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certain cases upon the lakes and navigable || 


| waters connecting the same,’’ approved [eb- | 


ruary 26, 1865; which was read a first and | 
second time, referred to the Committee on the | 
Revision of the Laws of the United States, and 
ordered to be printed. 


NORTHERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT, NEW YORK. 


Mr. WARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 513) 
to provide for holding annual terms of the 
United States circuit and district courts for 
the northern district of New York at Elmira, 
New York; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


NIAGARA SHIP-CANAL. 
Mr. CHURCHILL introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 514) to provide for the construction of a 
ship-canal around the Falls of Niagara; which 


was read a first and second time, and referred || 


to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A POST ROUTE. 
Mr. CHURCHILL also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 515) to establish a post route from 
Scriba, New York, by way of South Scriba and 
North Volney, to Vermilion; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A POST ROUTE. 


Mr. BAILEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
516) making the road from Oriskany Falls, 
New York, to Knoxboro’, in the same State, a 
post route; which was read a first and second 
time, and referre# to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

INFORMATION TO PENSIONERS. 

Mr. GRISWOLD introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 517) authorizing the President to appoint 
an attorney at New York city, who shal! give 
gratuitous information and advice to pension- 
ers; which was read a first and second time, | 
and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 


1 





ROBERT DENNISON. 


Mr. SCOFIELD introduced a bill (H. R. | 


No. 518) for the relief of Robert Dennison; 

which was read a first and second time, and 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
SURVIVORS OF THE WAR OF 1812. 

Mr. SCOFIELD also introduced a bill (H. 
hk. No. 519) for the relief of the surviving sol- 
diers and sailors of the war of 1812; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

L. F. LARKIN. 


Mr. COBB, of North Carolina, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 520) for the relief of L. F. 
Larkin, of Weldon, North Carolina; which 


was read a first and second time, and referred | 


to the Committee of Claims. 
SURVIVORS OF THE WAR OF 1812. 


Mr. DEWEESE introduced a bill (H. R. | 


52 


No. 


mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


UNITED STATES COURT-HOUSE AT RALEIGH, 

Mr..DEWEESE also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 522 
United States court-house at Raleigh, North 
Carolina; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

UNIVERSAL AMNESTY. 


Mr. DEWEESE also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 523) granting universal amnesty ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Reconstruction, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A. 8. MERIMAN AND OTHERS, 


Mr. DEWEESE also introduced a bill (H. 


Mr. JENCKES introduced a bill (H. R. || R. No. 624) to relieve from political disabili- 
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) providing for the building of a | 


1) granting pensions to the surviving || 5 
soldiers of the war of 1812; which was read a || 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- | 





| 
| 
| 
| 


— ee 


97 


ties A. S. Meriman and others, citizens of 


| North Carolina; which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Reconstruction. 
VOLUNTEER NAVAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. BUCK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


|| 625) to construe section three of the act of 


March 2, 1867, in relation to the transfer of 
volunteer naval officers to the regular naval 


service; which was read a first and second time, 


| and referred tothe Committee on Naval Affairs. 


MAGGIE B. MILLER. 
Mr. BUCK also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 526) for the relief of Maggie B. Miller; which 
i| was read a first and second time, and referred 


to the Committee of Claims. 
POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. HEFLIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
527) to relieve certain persons from political 
disabilities; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Recon- 
struction. 

PASS A L’OUTRE. 

Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 528) making an appropriation 
to improve the navigation of Pass A |’Outre 
and Southwest Pass, in the State of Louisiana; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana, also intro- 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 529) to remove political 
disabilities from certain persons; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Reconstruction. 

NATIONAL CURRENCY, 

Mr. VAN TRUMP intreduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 530) to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to 
provide a national currency secured by a pledge 
of United States bonds, and provide for the 
circulation and redemption thereof,’’ passed 
June 6, 1864; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 


MARGARET RENNER. 


Mr. VAN TRUMP also introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 531) granting a pension to Margaret 
Renner, widow of John Renner, deceased, 
late a private in company I, eleventh regiment 
United States infantry, in the late war with 
Mexico; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

MARY RED. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP also introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 532) granting a pension to Mary 
Red, widow of Andrew Red, deceased, late of 
company I, one hundred and twenty-sixth regi- 
| ment Ohio volunteer infantry ; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. WINANS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


533) to amend the several acts relating to the 
franking privilege ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 


POST ROADS. 
Mr. WINANS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
| No. 534) to establish certain post roads; 
| which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


LIEUTENANT COMMANDER A. KAUTZ. 
Mr. SMITH, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. 


R. No. 535) for the relief of Lieutenant Com- 
| mander A. Kautz; which was read a first and 
| second time, and referred to the Committee on 


|| Military Affairs. 


| PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF TIE WAR OF 1812. 


Mr. BECK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 636) 


| granting pensions to the sutviving officers and 
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soldiers of the war of 1812; which was read a 
first and second time and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Revolutionary Pensions and of the || 


Var of 1812. 
QUARTERMASTER AND OTHER STORES. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 587) to provide for the pay- 
ment of the loyal citizens of Tennessee for 
quartermaster’s and commissary stores taken 
by lederal troops; which was read a first and 
second time, andreferred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


THOMAS M. REDD. 


Mr. HAWKINS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


538) for the relief of Thomas M. Redd, of Ken- 
tucky ; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


SETTLEMENT OF PUBLIC LANDS BY FREEDMEN, 


Mr. ARNELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
529) to facilitate the settlement of the public 
lands by freedmen; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
l'reedmen’s Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 

Mr. ARNELL also introduced a bill (H. 
Rh. No. 540) to release certain citizens of the 
State of Tennessee from political disabilities ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Reconstruction. 

CIVIL RIGHTS BILL. 

Mr. PROSSER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
541) entitled ‘‘An actto amend an act to amend 
and construe an act entitled ‘An act to protect 
all persons in their civil rights and furnish the 
means of their vindication,’ passed April 9, 
1#66;"’ which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. STOKES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
542) to relieve certain persons from all political 
disabilities imposed by the fourteenth article 
of the amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on Reconstruction. 


SWAMP LANDS IN INDIANA. 
Mr. ORTH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 543) 


in reference to swamp lands in the State of | 
Indiana; which was read a first and second | 


time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Publie Lands. 


NATURALIZATION, 


Mr. MeNEELY introduced a bill (H. R. | 


No. 544) to establish a uniform system of nat- 
uralization, to regulate proceedings in the same, 
and for other purposes; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


RAILROAD IN INDIANA AND ILLINOIS. 

Mr. COOK introduced a bill (H. H. No. 
545) to authorize the building of a railroad 
trom Fort Wayne, in the State of Indiana, to 
Ottawa, in the State of Illinois; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Railroads and Canals. 


L. R. STRAUSE. 


Mr. BENJAMIN introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 546) for the relief of L. R. Strause, of 
Macon City, Missouri; which was read a first 


and second time, and referred to the Committee 


of Claims. 
PENSION AGENTS. 

Mr. BENJAMIN also introduced a bill (H. 
it. No, 547) to define the duties of pension 
agents and prescribe the manner of paying pen- 
sions; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

URSINA FLENTSCH, 

Mr. FINKELNBURG introduced a bill (H. 

R. No. 548) granging a pension to Ursina 


|| Flentsch; which was read a first and second 
| time, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 

Pensions. 

| ADELAIDE DODENHOFF. 


Mr. FINKELNBURG also introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 549) granting a pension to Ade- 
| laide Dodenhoff; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred tothe Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 


GEORGE MENZ. 


(H. R. No. 550) granting a pension to George 

Menz; which was read a first and second time, 
| and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
| sions. 


POST ROUTES IN MISSOURI. 


Mr. ASPER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


551) to establish certain post routes in the State 


| Post Office and Post Roads. 
TAKING THE CENSUS. 
| Mr. ASPER also introduced a bill (H. R. 


| No. 552) to repeal an act entitled ‘‘An act 
| providing for the seventh and subsequent cen- 
| suses of the United States, to fix the number of 
members of the House of Representatives and 
to provide for their future apportionment among 
| the several States;’’ which was read a first an 
| second time, and referred to the Committee on 
| the Judiciary. 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, subsequently 
said: There was a bill relating to taking the 
census which a few minutes ago was referred to 
the Committee onthe Judiciary. Wasit not a 
| mistake to refer such a bill to that committee? 
| TheSPEAKER,. The gentleman who intro- 
duced the bill [Mr. Asrer] moved that refer- 
ence after the Chair had suggested the Com- 
mittee on the Ninth Census. 


POST ROUTES IN MISSOURI 
Mr. BOYD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 553) 


to establish a post route from Forsyth, Mis- 
souri, to Little Rock, Arkansas; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BOYD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
554) establishing a tri-weekly post route from 
Neosho, via Seneca, Bryan’s Salt Works, Port 
Gibson, Perryville, Fort Wachita, &c., to Sher- 
man, in the State of Texas; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the 
| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
|| Mr. BOYD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
555) to establish a post route from Vera Cruz 
to West Plains, Missouri; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN PORT HURON. 


Mr. CONGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
556) making an appropriation for the erection 
|| of a building for a custom-house and post office 
|| at the city of Port Huron, in the State of 
Michigan ; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

POST ROUTES IN FLORIDA. 


Mr. HAMILTON introduced a bill (H. R. 
| No. 557) to establish certain post routes in 
| Florida; which was read a first and second 
time, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 
Il. G. AUKENY. 

Mr. PALMER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
| 558) for the relief of H. G. Aukeny, late a 
captain of the fourth lowa infantry ; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
| the Committee on Military Affairs. 


NICHOLAS RAMEY. 














| R. No. 559) granting a pension to Nicholas 
Ramey, a soldier in the war of 1812; which 
was read a first and second time, and, with the 





| 
} 
| 
| Mr. LOUGHRIDGE introduced a bill (H. 


Mr. FINKELNBURG also introduced a bill | 


_of Missouri; which was read a first and second | 
time, and referred to the Committee on the | 
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accompanying papers, referred to the Comn;: 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 7 


RAILROAD GRANT TO Iowa, 


Mr. SMITH, of Iowa, introduced g bill (B 
R. No. 560) to amend an act entitled 4). 
for a grant of land to the State of lende: 
alternate sections to aid in the construction . 
a railroad in said State,’’ approved May |» 
1864, and to grant lands to aid in the ¢, 
struction of a railroad from O’Brien coun), 
Jowa, to the Missouri river ; which was read. 
first and second time, referred to the Comm; ; 
tee on the Public Lands, and ordered ¢, ; 
printed. 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS OF WISCONSIN. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, jgty9, 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 561) to divide the q 
trict of Wisconsin into two judicial distrjc:. 
which was read a first and second time. . 


ab 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
DITCHES AND CANALS ON PUBLIC LANps. 


Mr. SARGENT introduced a bill (H, p 
No. 562) to amend an act granting the righ 
of way to ditch and canal owners over the pul 
lic lands, and for other purposes; which w, 
read a first and second time, referred to ¢), 
Committee on Mines and Mining, and ordere 
to be printed. 

TIMBER ON PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. JOHNSON introduced a bill (H, p 
No. 563) for the relief of persons taking tin 
ber from the public lands; which was read , 
first and second time, and referred to the Coy 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

UMATILLA RESERVATION, OREGON, 


Mr. SMITH, of Oregon, introduced a | 
(H. R. No. 564) to vacate and provide for the 
sale of the Umatilla reservation in the Stat: 
Oregon ; which was read a first and sec 
time, and referred to the Committee on Apyr 
priations. 

RAILROAD GRANT TO OREGON. 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon, also introduced « 
bill (H. R. No. 565) granting lands to aid iy 
the construction of a railroad and telegraph 
line from Columbia river to Great Salt Lake; 
which was read a first and second time, ani 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Rai: 
road. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT LEAVENWORTH. 

Mr. CLARKE introduced a bill (H. BR. No. 
566) to provide for a building suited to the use 
of the post office, of the revenue officers, ani 
of the judicial officers of the United States in 
the city of Leavenworth, Kansas; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be printed. 

HELEN AND HELOISE LINCOLN. 

Mr. CLARKE introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 85) for the relief of Helen Lincoln 
and Heloise Lincoln, and for the withholdin 
of moneys from tribes of Indians holding Amer 
ican captives; which was read a first and se 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


FEDERAL COURTS IN NEVADA. 

Mr. FITCH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 50/ 
to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act providing ‘or 
a district and circuit court of the United States 
for the district of Nevada, and for other pur 
poses,’’ approved February 27, 1865; waic' 
was read a first and second time, and referred \0 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


PUBLIC BUILDING IN NEVADA. 
Mr. FITCH also introduced a bill (H. !' 
No. 568) to provide for the erection of a pub! 
building in Nevada; which was read a first an! 
second time, and referred to the Committee 0! 
Appropriations. 
FORT DAKOTA MILITARY RESERVATION. 
Mr. SPINK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 569) 
to vacate the Fort Dakota military reservation, 
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he Territory of Dakota, and for other pur- |} by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 


ses 


‘a referred to the Committee on the Public | 


1 nds. 
Lane 
LIBRARIES FOR THE TERRITORIES. 

My. SHAFER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
-7)) to provide libraries for the Territories of 
the United States; which was read a first and 
-econd time, and referred to the Committee on 
\ppropriations. 

INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN MONTANA. 

Mr. CAVANAUGH introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 571) to provide for the settlement and pay- 
ment of the expense incurred by the terri- 
torial authorities of Montana in the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities therein during the 
vear 1867; which was read a first and second 
‘ime, referred to the Committee on the Terri- 
tories, and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF 


The SPEAKER. 


BUSINESS. 


veing concluded, the States will now be called 
in their order, beginning with the State of 
Maine, for the introduction of House resolu- 
tions or joint resolutions. 

RECIPROCITY WITH BRITISH PROVINCES. 

Mr. PETERS submitted the following reso- 
lution, on which he demanded the previous 
question : 

Resolved, That the sentiment of this House accords 
with the opinion expressed in the message of the 
President of the United States, that a renewal of a 
treaty of reciprocal trade with the British proy- 
inces on this continent would be wholly in favor of 
the British producer, and should not in our present 
condition be favorably considered. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. COX. I move that this resolution be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
nays on that motion. 

[he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 


I call for the yeas and 


iu the negative—yeas 42, nays 129, not voting | 


10; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Barnum, Beck, Bird, James 
Brooks, Burr, Calkin, Cox, Dickinson, Eldridge, 


Vinkelnburg, Fox, Getz, Griswold, Haldeman, Ham- 


bleton, Hamill, Hay, Hoag, Johnson, Knott, Mar- | 
shall, Mayham, Morgan, Mungen, Niblack, Potter, | 
Randall, Reading, Reeves, Rice, Rogers, Slocum, 


Stone, Strader, Sweeney, Trimble, Voorhees, Wells, 
Winans, Winchester, Wood, and Woodward—4?. 
NAYS— Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Arm- 
strong, Arnell, Asper, Bailey, Beaman, Beatty, 
Benjamin, Bennett, Bingham, Blair, Boles, Boyd, 
George M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Buffinton, Burch- 
ard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. But- 
ler, Cake, Cessna, Churchill, Clarke, Amasa Cobb, 
Coburn, Conger, Cowles, Culiom, Davis, Dawes, De- 
weese, Dickey, Dixon, Dockery, Donley, Dox,Duval, 
Dyer, Ela, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, Fisher, Fitch, 
Garfield, Gilfillan, Greene, Hale, Hamilton, Hawley, 
Heaton, Heflin, Hoar, Hoge, Hooper, Ingersoll, 
Jenckes, Alexander H. Jones, Judd, Julian, Kelley, 
Kellogg, Kelsey, Ketcham, Knapp, Laflin, Lash, 
Lawrence, Logan, Loughridge, Lynch, Maynard, 
McCarthy, McCrary, McGrew, Mercur, Eliakim H. 
Moore, Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, Daniel J. 
Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, O’Neill, Orth, 
Packard, Paeker, Paine, Peters, Phelps, Poland, 
Pomeroy, Prosser, Sanford, Sargent, Schenck, Sco- 
field, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, 
John A. Smith, William J. Smith, William Smyth, 
Starkweather, Stevens, Stokes, Stoughton, Strick- 
land, Strong, Taffe, Tanner, Tillman, Townsend, 
lwichell, Tyner, Upson, Van Horn, Ward, Cadwal- 
ader C, Washburn, William B. Washburn, Welker, 
Wheeler, Whittemore, Willard, Williams, 


Witcher—129, 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Archer, Axtell, 
Banks, Benton, Biggs, Bowen, Cleveland, Clinton 
L, ( obb, Cook, Crebs, Golladay, Haight, 
Hays, Hill, Holman, Hopkins, Hotchkiss, Thomas 


rote: -almer, Roots, Sawyer, Schumaker, Sher- 
ud, O8e€ 


eph S. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Ste- 


venson, Stiles, Swann, Van Auken, Van Trump, 


Wilkinson, Eugene M. Wilson, and John T. Wil- 
son—40, 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

(he SPEAKER. The question recurs on 
agreeing to the resolution, on which the main 
question has been ordered. 

Che resolution was adopted. 


Mr. PETERS moved to reconsider the vote 


The call of the States for | 
the reference of bills and joint resolutions | 


and | 


Hawkins, 


L. Jones, Kerr, McCormick, MeNeely, Morrissey, | 


<: which was read a first and second time, | 











| 
| 


| on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER THE HOLIDAYS. 


i) 
| 


Mr. DAWES submitted the following reso- | 
lution, on which he demanded the previous 


question: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when the 
two Houses adjourn on Wednesday, the 22d instant, 


day of January next, at twelve o'clock m, 


The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

HOUSE CONTINGENT FUND. 

Mr. DAWES also submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts report || 
| to the House the vouchers of the several chairmen | 


of committees who have drawn from the contingent 
fund of the present House for the expenditure of 
any sum so drawn. 


Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the resolution was adopted; and also 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
TAX OF INCOME FROM UNITED STATES BONDS. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, submitted 
the following resolution, on which he demanded 
the previous question : 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 


|| they adjourn to meet again on Wednesday, the 5th | 





| be instructed to prepare and bring in a bill forth- | 
with to place the taxation of the income derived | 


from United States bonds by the holders thereof | 


upon the same ground that is now provided by the 
internal revenue acts for the payment of taxation of 
the income from railroad and other corporation 
bonds; that is, that a five per cent. income tax shall 
be deducted from the interest on all Government 
bonds paid by the United States to the holder thereof. 

Mr. PETERS. I move that the resolution 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. HAMBLETON. 
and nays. 

Mr. PETERS. I withdraw my motion to 
lay upon the table, giving notice that if the 
previous question be not seconded I shall move 


I demand the yeas 


| to refer the resolution to the Committee of Ways 


and Means. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Ifthe previous ques- 
tion be not seconded does not the resolution 
go over if any member rises to debate it? 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
49, noes 85. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH rising to debate the 
resolution, it went over, under the rules. 

UNITED STATES BUILDING IN HARTFORD. 

Mr. STRONG submitted the following res- 


olution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the supervising architeet of the | 


Treasury Department be requested to take into con- 
sideration the erection of a suitable building in the 
city of Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, for the 
accommodation of the UnitedStates courts and Gov- 
ernment offices located there, and to make estimates 
of the cost thereof, and to report to this House. 


PROTECTIVE TARIFF, 


Mr. WOOD submitted the following resolu- 
tion, on which he demanded the previous ques- 
tion: 

Lesolved, That the laws granting exclusive privi- 
leges or encouragement to particular classes or pro- 
fessions are unequal, andconsequently unjust, and in 
violation of the Constitution, and that the protective 
tariff is of this class. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
63, noes 78. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, rising to debate 
the resolution, it went over, under the rules. 
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NEUTRALITY. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resoln- 
tion, on which he demanded the previous ques- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform 
this House whether in his judgment any turther legis 
lation of Congress is necessary to enable the Kxec: 
tive té secure & more perfect neutrality in any strug 
gle between a European Power and its American 
evlony whenever the latter is secking in good faith 
by revolution to assert the right of self-government; 
to the end that the hospitality and privileges of the 
ports of the United States may not be extended to 
either party to the prejudice or exclusion of the 
other. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
44, noes 66. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

The resolution went over under the rules. 


GOLD FLUCTUATIONS. 


Mr. FOX submitted the following resolution, 
on which he demanded the previous question : 

Resolved, That a special committee of five mem- 
bers be appointed by the Speaker to investigate the 
eauses that led to the unusual and extraordinary 
fluctuations in the gold market of the city of New 
York from the 2lst to the 26th of September, 1869, 
and especially to inquire if the President, the Sec 
retary of the Treasury, or any officer ef the Gov 
ernment was in any manner interested in causing 
said fluctuation. That the said special committee 
be appointed immediately, report at its earliest con- 
venience, and be empowered to send for persons and 
papers. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
49, noes 89. 

Mr. FOX demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Fox and 
Mr. BenJAMIN were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 49, noes 97. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 


Mr. BENJAMIN rising to debate the reso- 
lution, it went over, under the rules. 


CURRENCY. 
Mr. COX submitted the following resolution, 


| on which ke demanded the previous question : 


Resolved, That among the evils growing out of the 


| late civil war is that of an irredeemable paper cur- 


rency; that it is one of the highest duties of the 
Government to secure to the citizens a medium of 
exchange of fixed unvarying value, ard that this 
implies a return to a specie basis, and no substitute 
for it can be devised; that it should be commenced 
now and reached at the earliest possible moment. 


The House divided; and there were—ayes 
40, noes 65. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table. 

The morning hour here expired. 


GOLD FLUCTUATIONS——AGAIN, 


Mr. SCHENCK. I ask unanimous consent 
to offer a resolution like that of the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Fox,] in reference to 
an investigation into certain gold fluctuations, 
simply referring that investigation to the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency, striking off 


| anything that may be considered as offensive, 
| as prejudging the case, or as pointing at any 


one. 

Mr. FOX. I accept the proposition of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scuenck.] I am 
willing to have the last clause struck out. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Ido not mean that. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desire to know what 
modification the gentleman from Ohio pro- 
0ses ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would sugges* 
that if there is no objection the gentleman 


| from Ohio should modify the resolution in the 
way he desires at the Clerk’s desk. 


Mr. FOX. I did not understand that the 
resolution was to be modified at all. I thought 
the gentleman from Ohio was to accept it as 4 
whole and refer it to the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency. 

Mr. SCHENCK. No, sir. 

The SPEAKER. Is unanimous consent 
given to the gentleman from Ohio to offer th 
resolution with a modifieation ? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I object. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then I move to suspend 


the rules to enable me to do so. 
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The SPEAKER. While the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Scnenck] is writing his motion the 
Chair will recognize the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Warp. } 

INDEPENDENCE OF CUBA. 

Mr. WARD. I desire to offer a motion to 

suspend the rules in order that a petition may 


} 


be read which has been signed by over seventy | 


thousand citizens of the State of New York. | 


The petition is very brief, and if the House will 
adele me a moment I will make a brief expla- 
nation, which will perhaps save the necessity 
of the motion. This petition comes here signed, 
as | have said, by this large number of citi- 
zens—I believe seventy-two thousand three 
hundred and eighty-four. It will be seen that 
it is a very extraordinary petition ; the most 
numerously signed, are that ever was sub- 
mitted to Congress; and I think it ought to be 
read. It is very short, not extending over more 
than a dozen lines; and in justice to the large 
number of petitioners who have presented the 
case, and in justice to the cause which they 
represent, it seems to me that it should be taken 
out of the general order and be permitted to 
be read for the information of the House. Of 
course this would commit no one to the propo- 
sitions contained in the petition. It would sim- 
ply be treating it with that measure of respect 
to which it is entitled. 

Mr. NIBLACK. [I rise to a question of 
order. Can the gentleman proceed with his 
remarks without the rules being suspended ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York has been proceeding by unanimous 
consent. Does the gentleman trom Indiana 
object? 

Mr. NIBLACK. I willifthe gentleman from 
New York goes on much further. 

Mr. WARD. I wish to say that it seems to 
me that the sufferings of these people in Cuba 
in the cause of liberty, equal rights, and justice 
appeal to our commiseration and sympathy ; 
that the struggles of the people of Cuba in 
asserting their independence and equal rights 
challenge our highest admiration. And I think 
it would be unbecoming the American Congress 
to refuse even to listen to the petition of the 
people of my State asking that the suffering cry 
of more than a million people almost within 
our own borders, struggling for life and liberty, 
should be heard; andthat we should allow the 
petition to be read I think is the least we can 
do. Iask unanimous consent that the petition 
be read at the Clerk’s desk. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I object. 

Mr. WARD. Then I move to suspend the 
rules in order that the petition may be read at 
the Clerk’s desk. 

The question being put on suspending the 
rules it was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

To the Honorable the Congress of the United States : 

We, the citizens of the American Union, in behalf 
of the principles written in our charter of national 
independence, and in the name of liberty and the 
sovereignty of a people struggling to be free, respect- 
tully petition that your honorable body do accord to 
Cuba the rights of a belligerent Power, and at once 
recognize the independence of her sons from the 
tyranny of a foreign yoke which for more thana year 
oar have maintained unaided by the triumph of 

1cirarms, 

Mr. WARD. I nowask that all the petitions 
which I have here on this subject be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Does the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Warp] desire to have the 
names read. [Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not under- 
stand that the suspension of the rules covered 
any more than the reading of the petition. 

The question being put on the motion to refer 
the petition to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, it was agreed to. 

Mr. WARD moved to reconsider the motion 
just agreed to; and also moved thatthe motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


reenact ES 


{ 
} 


GOLD FLUCTUATIONS—AGAIN. 
Mr. SCHENCK. 


| be suspended, in order that the following reso- 


| motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
| latter motion was agreed to. 





lution may be adopted : 


I now move that the rules | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Banking and 
Currency be authorized and instructed toinvestigate | 


the causes that led to the unusual and extraordinary 
fluctuations in the gold market of the city of New 
York from the 2ist to the 27th of October, 1869; and 
thatsaid committee report at its earliestconvenience, 
and be empowered to send for persons and papers. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
moves that the rules be suspended, and that 
the resolution be adopted. One vote willcover 
both motions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the 
motion just adopted; and also moved that the 
The 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message in writing from the President of 
the United States was communicated to the 
House by Mr. Porter, his Private Secretary. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire now 
to move to proceed to the consideration of the 
census bill, but if fora few moments unani- 
nous consent can be given to accommodate 


| gentlemen who wish to present business, I have 


no objection. I yield for a moment to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Pane. ] 


RETROCESSION OF ALEXANDRIA. 


Mr. PAINE. I rise to offer a resolution 
relating to the eligibility of a claimant to a seat 
in this House as a Representative of the seventh 
district of Virginia. The resolution which I 
offer instructs the Committee on the Judiciary 
to make certain inquiries on that point. I be- 
lieve that committee to be the most appropriate 
one. I do not insist upon this as a matter of 
privilege, but I presume there will be no objec- 
tion tothe resolution. I therefore demand the 
previous question on its adoption. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows : 


Whereas it is claimed that the retrocession of the 
county of Alexandria to the State of Virginia, by 
virtue of the act of Congress entitled *‘An act to retro- 
cede the county of Alexandria, in the District of 
Columbia, to the State of Virginia,’’ approved July 
9, 1846, and of the proclamation of James K. Polk, 
President of the United States, made in pursuance 
of said act on the 7th day of September, 1846, was un- 


| constitutional and void; and that Lewis McKenzie 


claiming a seat in this House as a Representative of 
the seventh congressional district of Virginia, and 
alleged to be a citizen of said Alexandria county, is 
ineligible to such seat, because not an inhabitant of 
said State of Virginia: Therefore, 7 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire wheiher said retrocession was 
unconstitutional and void; and if so, whether the 
said Lewis McKenzie is for that reason ineligible to 
a seat in this House as Representative of the seventh 
congressional district of Virginia, and to report by 
bill or otherwise on or before the 10th day of Janu- 
ary, 1870. 

Mr. BURR. I wish to ask the chairman of 
the Committee of Elections whether he pro- 
poses to delegate to the Committee on the 
Judiciary the final decision upon the subject of 
eligibility, or are they only to decide so far as 
it relates to the question of residence in this 
particular county ? 

Mr. PAINE. My purpose is, as the resolu- 
tion will have disclosed to any one who has 
carefully listened to it, to refer to the Committee 
on the Judiciary only the constitutional ques- 
tions involved in the resolution; that is to say, 
whether the retrocession of the county of Alex- 
andria was itself constitutional or not, and if 
it was unconstitutional, whether that would 
render Lewis McKenzie, a resident of Alex- 
andria county, ineligible at this time to a seat in 
this House; reserving, of course, to the Com- 
mittee of Elections the consideration and decis- 
ion of all questions submitted to them in the 
case. The resolution requires only from the 
Committee on the Judiciary areport upon those 
points, for the instruction as well of the Com- 
mittee of Elections as of the House. | 

Mr. BURR. It refers that single point only 
to the Committee on the Judiciary? 
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Mr. PAINE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. Iobject to the roc, 
lution. r 

Mr. PAINE. I move to suspend the py) 
in order that the resolution may be entertain. 

The question was put on the motion to «,. 
pend the rules; and there were—ayes 75, no, 
42; not two thirds voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. KELSEY, [call for the yeas and na, 

Mr. PAINE. This being a question “i 
privilege I was not obliged to move to susne,, 
the rules; but having done that, I think I hay, 
a right to insist on the yeas and nays. i 

Mr. RANDALL. The resolution relates; 
a question of constitutional law, to be deter, 
ined by the Judiciary Committee, and js y,, 
privileged. If it was a privileged question ;, 
would emanate from the Committee of Hjeo. 
tions. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ws. 
consin did not present the resolution as , 
question of privilege, and it is too late for hi, 
to make that point now. : 

Mr. LOGAN. Itisvery strange that the gen. 
tleman should ask to have a committee report 
on the constitutionality of the retrocession of 
part of Virginia without any reason for it that js 
apparentat this time. That question has heey 
discussed in the Senate of the United States jy 
abler men, perhaps, than many of us here, and }: 
was there decided that the retrocession was cop. 
stitutional. Now, why does the Committee of 
Elections want to get an opportunity to make 
another decision of the constitutionality of , 
question which certainly ought not to be raised 
here again? That is the reason why I objec 
to this resolution being referred to a committee, 

Mr. PAINE. If it bein order to answer the 
gentleman, I have to say that I presented this 
resolution for the simple reason that a case has 
now arisen where the question is practically 
made before this House. I do not know that 
the question was ever practically raised before. 
But it is raised now because a gentleman 
claiming to represent the district in which the 
city and county of Alexandria are situated 
claims a seat in this House, and among other 
questions this House must deeide whether or 
not that retrocession was unconstitutional, and 
if unconstitutional, whether it renders hin 
ineligible to a seat in this House. 

This resolution is not offered as an abstract 
proposition, but because it so happens that 
there is before this House now a case in which 
the question is presented and must be decided; 
and it seemed to me that the question involved 
was one that might very properly be submitted 
to the Committee on the Judiciary for their 
opinion; but seeing the opposition to this 
resolution in the House, and observing the 
considerations in which it originates, which | 
can perfectly understand to relate to a decision 
one way or the other of the question of main: 
taining the capital here or removing the seat 
of the Government of the United States, I 
will with the consent of the House ask that 
this resolution be referred to the Committee of 
Elections. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I desire to make 
an inquiry. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire merely to say this 
in justification of myself, that it strikes me as 
very strange that the chairman of the Committee 
of Elections should come to the eonelusion that 
because some of us voted against the reference 
of this resolution to the Committee on the 
Judiciary therefore the capital question 's 
involved. Now, I did not think of the capital 

uestion at all; perhaps he did when he mate 
this motion; but I thought that as this ques: 
tion had been settled by abler men than many 
of us here are, it was perhaps thrown out here 
in order to get a report that might be used here 
after. I voted against it because I thought 
that question had been settled, not because | 
had any design outside of that. : 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I rise simply t° 
inquire of the chairman of the Committee 0! 
Elections [Mr. Parye] if he knows to what 
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litical party the gentleman recently elected 
m the city of Alexandria professes to belong? 
Mr. PAINE. I believe he belongs to the 
iblican party. 

ALLISON. I object to further debate. 
‘ir. RANDALL. Is it in order for me to 
. a few words in reply to the chairman of 

cha Committee of Elections? 

“The SPEAKER. Not now, as the gentle- 

man from Iowa [Mr. ALLison] has objected to 

‘ irther debate. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [rise to a point of 
order. 1 understand the Committee of Elec- 
‘ions have authority to report at any time, and 
that this resolution is reported from that com- 


af > 
f 
[ 


“Mr. PAINE. The gentleman is mistaken 
so far as the latter part of his proposition is 
c yneerned. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of Elec- 
tions have the right to report at any time on 
matters exclusively relating to questions of 
privilege. The gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. 


Parse] did not present this as a question of | 


privilege; but had he done so the Chair would 
have been obliged to rule that the resolution 
did not involve a question of privilege. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to ask one 
question in regard to the merits of this ques- 


t10n. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from lowa 
{Mr. ALLIson] objects to debate, and the gen- 
(leman from Wisconsin [ Mr. Paine] asks that 
the resolution be referred to the Committee 
of Elections. 

Mr. RANDALL. Iask whether it would be 
in order for me now to make a few remarks in 
opposition to the reference of this question ? 

The SPEAKER. Not so long as the gen- 
tleman from Iowa objects to further debate. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I understand that 


the gentleman from Lowa withdraws that objec- | 


t10on. 
Mr. ALLISON. 
for the present. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


I withdraw my objection 


I desire to put to 


the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Paine] a | 


question. If it should be decided that the act 
receding Alexandria to the State of Virginia 
was unconstitutional, ought we, in his opinion, 
for that reason to disfranchise a whole con- 
gressional district of that State which happens 


to embrace Alexandria, or would that question || 
go to affect the eligibility of the gentleman who || 


happens to have been elected in that district? | 


Mr. PAINE. 


I should be very unwilling to 


make any positive statement in reply to the | 


gentleman, because I wish to reserve to myself 
the right to vote freely on the case of the sev- 
enth district of Virginia. Ido not see how 
the gentleman’s questions are pertinent to the 
subject now before the House. 


Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, I agree with 


that district should not be obstructed by the 
raising of any question of this kind. I move, 
therefore, that this resolution be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. BURR. I rise to a question of order. 
According to my recollection the House 
adopted the other day, on the motion of the 
chairman of the Committee of Elections, [ Mr. 
PartNneE,] @ resolution referring all these Vir- 
ginia cases to the Committee of Elections, 
and they are now pending, I believe, before 


| that committee. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
pointof order. Thisis not, properly speaking, 
an election case. Itis an abstract resolution 
relating to an independent point, and would 
not fall within the rule laid down by the House 
with reference to election cases. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. I rise to a point 
of order. I objected to this resolution being 
entertained. 

The SPEAKER. 
objection. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. 
introduction of the resolution, and the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. Paine] moved to 
suspend the rules, which motion was voted 
down. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman's objec- 
tion comes entirely too late to prevent the 
resolution being entertained. It is before the 
House. But any gentleman can prevent fur- 
ther debate by asingle objection. The motion 
now made by the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr. RanpatL,] to lay the resolution on 
the table, is not debatable. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [rise to a point of order, 


It is too late to make 


I objected to the | 


which perhaps has been already stated in a | 


different form. A motion was made to gus- 
pend the rules to permit the introduction of 
the resolution, and the House refused to sus- 
pend the rules. Hence the resolution is cer- 
tainly not before the House. The fact that 
debate has proceeded by unanimous consent 
does not bring the resolution before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 


consin asked unanimous consent to introduce | 
| the resolution for a specific purpose; that is, for 


reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
That was refused. Two motions were put in 
one. The resolution was then continued before 
the House on the motion to refer to the Com- 
mittee of Elections, and it is now before the 
House for such disposition as the House may 
choose to make of it. The Chair therefore 
overrules the point of order of the gentleman 
from Indiana. 


Mr. SCHENCK. 


I wish to submit a few 


| remarks. 


the honorable gentleman, the chairman of the | 


Committee of Elections, that this is a practical 
question. 
Mr. McKenzie an issue which should not be 
raised in this House, for the reason that the 
retrocession of Alexandria to the State of Vir- 
ginia has long ago been decided to be constitu- 
tional, has been acquiesed in by the entire coun- 
try, and in justice to Mr. McKenzie the question 
should not now be raised to his prejudice. I 
do not know to what party Mr. McKenzie be- 
longs, nor do I care, but the raising of this 
question is in its practical effect an act of in- 
justice to him which this House should not 
perpetrate. There is no question about his 
loyalty; there is no excuse on that ground for 
raising such an issue. There is no justification 
‘or any such dodge, as I may describe it, to 


I assert that it raises up as against | 


keep Mr. McKenzie from serving as a Repre- | 


sentative of that district. Both parties in his 
“istrict acquiesced in his nomination, so far 


recognizing his right to run as a candidate, and | 
* majority of the voters decided him eligible, | 


because they voted for him. Under such cir- 
cumstanees I think that Mr. McKenzie’s 


en- | 


Mr. PAINE. Thereisa motion to lay upon 
the table pending. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
newed it. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
withdraw. it. 

Mr. RANDALL. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 


That was withdrawn. 
Only temporarily. I re- 


I ask the gentieman to 


Certainly. 
I only wish to say a word 


| on this subject, because I am perhaps the only 
| survivor in this House of those who voted on 
the question of retrocession some twenty-five | 


years ago. lor what appeared to the majority 


| of us sufficiently good reason then, we gave 
| back to Virginia, as we thought we had the 


constitutional right to do—for I was in that 


| majority—all that portion of the District of 
| Columbia lying on the other side of the Poto- 


mac, and thus got rid of a great deal of vexa- 
tious legislation, action on which in no way 


| affected the public interest while it occupied 


much of the time of Congress. For nearly 
twenty-two or twenty-three years that has been 
considered as a part of the State of Virginia. 
It has been represented as a part of Virginia, 
and whether in any legal sense you regard it 
as res adjudicata, not having perhaps come up 
formally or directly, although it has in many 
ways indirectly before the courts of the coun- 


'rance into this House asa Representative from |! try, it seems so far as legislative action is con- 
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cerned our committees are all bound to regard 
that as law which 1s upon the statute- book, and 
to act accordingly until some power sufficient 
for the purpose shall set it aside. There is 
now upon the statute-book a law passed twenty- 
two or twenty-three years ago that retroceded 
to Virginia that art uf the District of Colum 

bia as it originally existed, and that part so 
retroceded has been continuously represented 
in the Congress of the United States until the 
war came on without question, and now we 
are asked to make a sort of outside collateral 
question, and to appeal to the aid of the judg 

ment of one of our standing committees as to 
whether that law is constitutional or not. I 
think that it would be better for the committee, 
and I say it with due deference to them, to 
leave this law as it is upon the statute-book 
until the question is raised, without anticipat- 
ing the raising of the question and without 
calling for the opinion of the Committee on the 
Judiciary or any other committee. 

Suppose we have the opinion of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, what then? We have 
the opinion of nine members of Congress, not 
of a court, against two hundred and thirty-four 
members of the House of Representatives and 
of the Senate as it stands recorded upon the 
statute-book. I say this with the utmost, the 
most distinguished, consideration for the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. We should have the 
opinion of nine able gentlemen, lawyers, one 
way, while we have the opinion of alarge ma 
jority of the whole Congress in both Houses, 
that opinion being embodied in the shape of a 
law on the statute-book. 

Mr. PAINE. I ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to yield to me. 

Mr. RANDALL. Certainly. I will with- 
hold the motion to lay on the table for the 
present. 

Mr. PAINE. The gentleman supposes that 
this movement was prompted by some hestility 
to the claim of the gentleman who seeks this 
seat. I take it for granted that in that remark 
he did not refer to me; I assure him if he did 
that he is entirely mistaken. I have no such 
sentiment. I will not undertake to say that 
others who move in this matter are not opposed 
to the claim of Mr. McKenzie to this seat. | 
disavow any opposition on my own part, for I 
have not examined the case, and see now no 
reason why I should not ultimately vote for Mr. 
McKenzie’s admission to this House. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I object to fur- 
ther debate. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
lay on the table. 

The motion was agreed to; and the resolu 
tion was laid on the table. 


DES MOINES RAPIDS. 


Mr. ALLISON, by unanimous consent, sub 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Seeretary of War be directed 
to inform the House how much moncy is required 
tocomplete the improvement of the Des Moines and 
Rock Caan rapids, of Mississippi; and tostate fur 
ther, if any money heretofore appropriated for that 
subject remains unexpended and how much; and 
whether the work or any part of it can be resumed 
before further appropriationsare made ; and w hether 


I renew my motion to 


| there are sufficient available funds at the disposal 


of the Department to carry on this work in the most 


| effective manner. Also, to communicate any in 


formation he may deem important in regard to thi 
work and the necessity of its speedy completion. 


GOVERNMENT OFFICES AT ST. JOSEPH. 


Mr. ASPER, by ununimous consent, submit- 
ted the following resolution ; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to : 

the 


Resolved, That the supervising architect of 
Treasury be, and is hereby, authorized and request! 
to consider the erection of suitable buildings at >! 
Joseph, in the State of Missouri, to accommodate 
the post office, the United States district court, an I 
other Government offices located there, and report 
to this House plans and specifications lor the same 


' and the estimated cost thereof. 


DEFENSE OF NORTHEASTERN FRONTIER. 
Mr. PETERS, by unanimous consent, intro 
No. 578) to refund to the 
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6 States of which special official notice has been | 
 iped by the Department of State up to December | 
“acy shat their Legislatures have ratified the amend- | 








+f the Constitution of the United States recently 
osed by Congress as article fifteen, with the re- 
, ective dates of ratification: 
uri March 1, 1869. *Defective.. 
NSAS...e00° February 27, 1869. Defective. 
W ost Virgimia.....eccor March 3, 1869. 
North Carolina..........Mareh 5, 1869, ras 
\[nesach USC tS...+ sree March 9 and 12, 1869, 
SCO DSI D .cxeneseestesencec da STOR, 9, 1500. 

Ohh SevGr's 10s caaiceceseceees March 12, 1869, 
1 QUISi DIMA. ccccccecseceeeee March 5, 1869, 
M )iQBM. 00 esceesereeeeeeeMOTCD 8, 1869. 
South Carolima.....crees March 16, 1869, 
PonnsylVAMIB......r0ce0 March 26, 1869. 
APKANSAS...+-eseeeeeeeneens March 30, 1869. 
(‘ONMECLICUt.....02.eereenes May 19, 1869. 
Florida...... osndiibedieacss ne on 1869. 
FIT GIG: Scccorcosescaceecs evs March 5, 1869. 
[ndiGNB.,----scrcccsevsseres May 13 and 14, 1869, 
New YOPrBo....ccossoeseees March 17. April 14, 1869. 
New Hampshire.......J uly 7, 1869. 
SE awl .chccstederestvcqens March 1, 1869. 
Varin Ofiticerciesice cgsadecbs October 21, 1869. 
V jrZiMla. .....eseceeeceeeeees October 8, 1869. 


*[n the ratification of Missouri the second section 
/fthe amendment is omitted, 

+In the ratification of Kansas the phraseology of 
the second section is changed. 

The message, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 


The next business upon the Speaker’s table 
was Senate bill No. 283, to remove the political 
disabilities of certain persons therein named; | 
which was taken up and read a first and second 
time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be read the third time. 

The bill provides that, two thirds of each 
House concurring, the legal and political disa- 
bilities imposed by the fourteenth amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States by 


reason of participation in the rebellion shall | 


be removed from Philemore B. Hawkins, of 
Franklin county, North Carolina; C. R. Mob- 
ley, of Tampa, Florida; and D. H. McCall, of 
Alabama. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I wish to 
say to the House simply this: here are three 
gentlemen whose disabilities are merely tech- 
nical, and who are now representatives of State 
Legislatures or officers of States and cannot 
take the oath and enter upon the discharge of 
the duties of their offices until their disabilities 
are removed. ‘This was reported to the Senate 
not as the part of a general plan, but on account 
of special circumstances. I! therefore call the | 
previous question. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Will the gen- 
tleman withdraw that call for a few moments? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Ihad hoped 





that the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
burLerR] would have redeemed a promise he 
made at the last Congress to bring in some 
general bill removing all these disabilities. I 
had hoped that we should hear no more of 
this peddling of the amnesty of the Govern- 
ment of its generosity in detail, by these one, 
two, three, or four exhibits of pardoning 
power; but that we should have some bill of | 
general amnesty worthy of the charity and 
generosity of this great Government ; that the 
statute-book would no longer be incumbered | 
with these pardons in detail, but that the bill 
which the honorable gentleman promised us 
during the last session or the last Congress 
would ere this have been presented, to the 
gratification of the House, and, | trust, the grati- 
feation of the whole country, without distinc- 
tion of party. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I am 
happy to inform the gentleman from New 
York that a bill providing for the removal of 
the disabilities of those who have offended 
against the Government by rebellion is now | 
before the Committee on Reconstruction, and | 
48 soon as other and more pressing matters 
shall have been attended to by that committee | 
such a bill will, 1 doubt not, be reported ; at | 
least I know the subject will be considered. 





| But the present bill is only put forward pend- 
ing the necessary delay in the consideration 
of such a bill as the gentleman desires. There 
can be no objection to the cases embraced in 
this bill, which is brought forward to meet a 
present exigency of want of time to wait for 
action on a general bill. 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman from Massa- 
| chusetts yield to me? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I objected to the 
passage of this bill the other day when the 
| gentleman from Massachusetts introduced it ; 
and in making that objection [I had in my 
mind substantially the same reasons which 
have been expressed by my colleague, [ Mr. 
Brooks.]| It looks like small business to be 
peddling out the amnesty of the Government 
inthis sortof way. Itis recognized, I believe, 
| by all parties—it has always been recognized 
| by all fair Governments, and in almost all 
ages—that when civil wars are over general 
amnesties should be granted. Yet now, five 
years after the parole of the soldiers who fought 
against the Government, we still have these 
personal amnesties. 

I give notice to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts that hereafter whenever these bills 
are presented, naming particular persons about 
whom there may be great question in both 
Houses, I shall interpose my objection. But 
I do not propose to object on this occasion 
because of the reason given as I understand 
by the gentleman, that the men named in this 
bill have been appointed to certain Federal 
offices, and that this amnesty is necessary in 
order that they may fulfill their functions. I 
believe that is the fact with regard to these men. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I cannot, 
Mr. Speaker, agree with the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Cox] that this is small busi- 
ness. ‘There is more joy in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth than over ninety-nine just 
men that need no repentance.’’ [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. COX. I understand that these sinners 
belong to the Republican party. If they were 
Democratic sinners they would not be compre- 
hended in this amnesty. We on this side, how- 
ever, forgive them freely, if gentlemen on the 
other side forgive them. But I make this point 
upon the gentleman: that generally speaking 
| these individual amnesties are granted as the 
consideration for treachery and personal parti- 
sanship ; they are granted for the purpose of 
adding recruits to the Republican party, and 
not out of that abundant grace of which the 


beautiful an exemplar. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. MAYNARD. Iask the gentleman from 
New York whether it is not a proper motive to 
bring recruits from the rebel ranks into the 
ranks of loyalty and support of the Govern- 
ment? 

Mr. COX. So farasI am concerned I would 
give amnesty to all. Louis Napoleon the other 
day, six weeks after the riot in Paris, when men 
were seeking his life, gave an amnesty extend- 
ing over the whole realm; and he made him- 
self strong by it. We could make our Govern- 
| ment strong in the same way. ‘That I believe 
is the sentiment of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. I want that sentiment crystalized 
into action. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I merely 
desire to say in reply that I do not think a great 
republic need take a lesson from an empire as 
to how it should make itself strong. I now 
demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and 

it was accordingly read the’ third time, and 
passed—two thirds, under the Constitution, 
| having voted in favor thereof. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, moved to 
| reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
| passed; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 








gentleman from Massachusetts is himself so | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


103 


NINTH CENSUS. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move thatthe 
House now resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House ain resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Dawes in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of House bill No. 424, to pro 
vide for taking the ninth census of the United 


| States, and to fix the number of the members 


of the House of Representatives and to provide 
for their future apportionment among the sev- 
eral States. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee 
rose on Saturday last we had progressed as far 
in the bill as the eighteenth section, which will 
now be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the ninth 
census shall be taken as of the Ist day of June, 1870. 
The actual enumeration shall begin in each and 
every enumeration district on that day, and shall be 
completed, and answers to all the statistical inquiries 
shall be obtained by the enumerators, as provided 
by law, on or before the Ist day of July, 1870. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I move to add the fol- 


lowing: 
But if the same, through accident or other cause, 


| shall not have been completed in any district by the 


day last named, the Secretary of the Interior may 
extend the time for completion in such district until 
the 15th day of the same month. 

Mr. Chairman, that is proper, in order to 
avoid accidents. 


Mr. ALLISON. I hope that amendment 


| will not be adopted. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I hope that it will, for 


' there ought to bea remedial power somewhere. 


The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes thirty-eight, noes not counted. 
So the amendment was disagreed to. 


No further amendment being offered, the 
Clerk read the nineteenth section, as follows: 


Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That in all cities 
and incorporated towns or villages the enumeration 
shall be so made and the returns so compiled as to 
exhibit separately all the statistical information 
obtained within the limits of each of said corpora- 
tions. 

Mr. CULLOM. I move to insert the word 
‘* counties,’’ in the first line, after the word 
all.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

No further amendment being offered, the 
Clerk read section twenty, as follows : 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That if in any 
Territory, or places where the population is sparse, 
the officers of the Army, or any person thereunto 
belonging, can be usefully employed in taking the 
census, the Secretary of War is hereby directed to 
afford such aid as may be given without prejudice to 
the public service. 


No amendment being offered, the Clerk read 


| section twenty-one, as follows: 


Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That any agent 
of the United States residing upon any Indian reser- 
vation shall, when required by the Secretary of the 
Interior, make or cause to be made an enumeration 
of the Indians residing upon said reservation, in 


| such manner as the said Secretary may direct. 


Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. I move to strike 
out all of that section after the enacting clause, 
and in lieu thereof to insert the following : 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to require all Indian agents or sub-Indian 
agents having’authority over any Indian reservation 
to make or*ause to be made an enumeration of all 
Indianggnd other persons residing upon such reser- 
vatiofis in such manner as in the judgment of the 
Se¢retary shall best accomplish the purpose of this 
act. 


Mr. Chairman, I wish to call the attention of 
the committee, and especially of the gentle- 
man having charge of this bill, to one or two 
reasons why I think this substitute should be 
agreed to. If it be adopted I shall seek an 
opportunity in the House to renew the amend 
ment I moved last week. 

Mr. Chairman, it will be observed that the 
amendment I offer makes it the duty of the | 
Secretary of the Interior to require all Indian 
agents or sub-Indian agents in authority of any 


Indian reservation to make an enumeration of 


all Indians and other persons residing on it. 





{ 
; 
f 


wah ae” 





Lod 


! wish to call the attention of the committee 
to the fact that in all our western States and 
lerritories there isa very considerable number 
of Indian reservations ; and that white people 
do not reside on those reservations except in 
very limited numbers, and those are persons 
engaged in the service of the Government. 
Some of these reservations are quite remote 
from other inhabited districts,and if this amend- 
ment is adopted it will not be necessary for 
the enumerators to visit them at all. 


It is conceded upon all hands that the ma- | 


chinery set in operation by this bill will be very 
expensive. It is argued that that expense is 
unavoidable, and that the importance of the 
subject is such as to justify it. I call the at- 
tention of the gentleman having charge of the 
bill to the fact that this amendment, in connec- 
tion with the other which I have proposed and 
which I propose to reoffer in the House, will 
do sway with the necessity of employing at 


least fifty, and perhaps one hundred enumer- || 


ators in all the States and Territories. There 
is nothing in this amendment inconsistent with 
the principle of the bill. 

By the preceding section officers of the Army 
may be required in certain cases to assist in 
taking the census. ‘This may be done in all 
the Indian reservations by the agents, and 
thus much expense may be saved. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If the gentle- 
man will allow me a word, in order to save 


| 
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various States an equality in representation 
there is no constitutional provision, nor is there 
any legal provision that interferes with the 
application of the rule that I am contending | 
for. To accomplish the object I have indi- | 
cated, | propose to amend, not only this, but | 
the other sections which I have named. | 

The object of the specific amendment which | 
I have just now proposed is to make the Superin- | 


the Interior the total population that has been 
returned to him under this bill. That will get 
the information to the Secretary of the Interior. 
Then, the second amendment that I shall pro- 
pose, if this should be adopted, will compel 
the Secretary of the Interior on or before a 
particular day to make the apportionment under 
the provisions of this bill. The third amend- 
ment that I shall propose will require notice 


| of that apportionment to be given tothe Execu- 
| tives in the different States on or before some 


time I would say that I think the amendment | 


ought to prevail. 


Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. 


I wish just to 
make another remark. 


proposed an amendment looking to the same | 
result, the gentleman proposed that I should |, 


modify it so as to exclude from the enumer- 
ation all Indians not taxed. I wish to state 
to the gentleman a fact which he may not 
know ; that is, that on the Pacific slope there 
are many Indians not residing on reserves. 
I suppose it altogether proper that these should 
be enumerated by the regular enumerators, 
while those residing on the reservations may 
be enumerated by the Indian agents. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

No other amendment being offered to the 


twenty-first section, the Clerk read the next 
section, as follows: 


Seco. 22. And be it further enacted. That theSuper- 


intendent of the Censusshall prepare for submission | 
to Connors, at the beginning of the next December | 


seasion held after the date of the census, a prelim- 
inary report, embracing statistics of the population 


of the United States, by States or Territories, and | 
counties or parishes, sufficiently full for the equal- |! 


ization of representation of the several States in 
Congress. He shall, as soon thereafter as practi- 
cable, and within three years from the date of his 
appointment, prepare a carefully digested report, 
embracing full tabular statements of all the statisti- 
cal information furnished by the census, with com- 


Last week, when I | 


parative tables showing the changes from former | 


censuses, and such other tables as may be necessary 
to exhibitthe results of the enumeration. 


Mr. JUDD. 


ing after the word ‘‘ submission,’ in line two, 


I propose to amend, by insert: | 


the words ‘‘ to the Secretary of the Interior on 


or before the 15th day of August next and.’’ 
In explanation of that amendment I desire 
to call the attention of the House to the pur- 


pans and intent with which it is offered. I | 


vave prepared here at my desk a series of 
amendments extending to the twenty-third, 
twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and twenty-sixth 
sections, having for their purpose to allow the 
enumeration of the inhab 

under this bill tobe so used as to be made appli- 
cable to the Forty-Second Congress. Without 
some provision of that kind, those portions of 
the country that have increased in population, 


and that to-day are entitled to increased rep- | 


resentation upon this floor, will not be per- 
mitted to have it until the 4th day of March, 
1873, 

It seems to me that there can be no possible 
objection to my amendment if it is the desire 


vyitants to be taken | 


i| 


_ tinue twelve years to make up for it. 
_ itself is an injustice. 


| no objection to it. 
' the election for Representatives is made in 


day in September; thus making in connection 
with the present provisions of the bill a com- 
jlete organization—the enumeration of the 
inhabitants returned, the apportionment made, 
and that apportionment reported to the States 
respectively. 
Mr. WOOD. I would like to make an in- 
uiry of the gentleman from Illinois, — 
UDD. | 


If his proposition is practicable I see 


tendent of the Census report to the Secretary of 
But in most of the States | 


be in session until TORMNEY Now I would 


like the gentleman to explain to us how, in 


November; whereas the Legislatures will not 
cases where the States are not in possession of 
the facts until September, they can be divided 
into congressional districts in time for the No- | 
vember election, when the Legislatures do not 
meet till January. 

Mr. JUDD. I understand that objection 
perfectly well. I have seen Congress con- 
vened upon avery short call. It is equally 
competent for the authorities of the various 
States to call sessions of the Legislatures for 
the purpose of accomplishing this object. The 
time is sufficient for all practical purposes, | 
because the bill provides that the returns are | 
tobe madeinJuly. It is only a question, then, 
of convenience and arrangement. I regard | 
this question of due representation as of as | 
much importance as any that a State can be | 
called to act upon. 

Mr. HALDEMAN. Will the gentleman } 
allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. JUDD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HALDEMAN. I would like to under- 
stand distinctly from the gentleman from IlIli- | 
nois whether his proposition means that the 
duties of the Secretary of the Interior, which, | 
under the provisions of this bill are merely | 
clerical, shall not be submitted to Congress 


_for revision; whether the Secretary of the | 


interior, under his amendment, is to determ- | 
ine absolutely the representation of the States | 


| without being subject to the revision of Con- || 


'| has been the practice of the Government. 


ress? . | 
Mr. JUDD. In reply to that question I will || 
say that my proposition carries out simply what | 


Here the hammer fell. 

r. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I sincerely hope 
that the amendment of the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Jupp] will not prevail. I desire 
to state what seem to me to be the points 
against the proposition, 

In the first place, it will make the present 
decade eight years long, if it be not in itself an 
absurdity to say that a decade can be eight 
years long. It will make the present organ- 
ization of the House to continue but eight years, 
and some other organization will have to con- 
That in 


In the next place. we cannot hope to get the 


) c || enumeration of the inhabitants of this country 
of the committee to carry out the representa- || before the middle of next summer. 
tive principle; and if it is the intention and | Legislatures will be in session. 


Then no 
Then the con- 


parpose of this bill to distribute among the | gressional nominations will be about to be made 


| or will be already made in many of the 8 








December 13, 


ee _ 


and the congressional elections will be eae 
immediately upon us. To do the thing justly 
would require the calling of the Legislature o: 
every State in the Union to provide in miq 
summer for redistricting the States. 

Some gentlemen may say that will not be 
necessary, as we can provide by law for elec 
by general ticket; but I would ask gentlemen 
how you can provide by law for the case of 
States that may lose Representatives? How 
shall they be adjusted? The whole matter w;] 
be difficult. I believe that on looking the whole 
case over this proposition will be considered 
by the country as revolutionary in its characte, 
and not called for by any public exigency a, 
this time. I believe, inthe next place, that if 
carried out fairly and justly it will entail upon 
the people great expense in having their Legis. 
latures called eenikanree thing that we ousht 
not to do. , 

I believe, Mr. Chairman, as a party man, 
that it would be very unwise for us as a party 
to imply that we dare not wait two years fo: 
fear that the control of matters will then be in 
other hands. I think that we who have fait) 
in the Republican party had better manifes; 
that faith by waiting till the end of the decade. 
I sincerely trust that the amendment wil! not 
prevail. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move toamend theamend- 
ment by striking out after line two, in section 
twenty-two of the bill, the words ‘‘ Congress at 
the beginning of the next December session 
held after the date of the census,’’ and insert 
the words ‘‘the Secretary of the Department 
of the Interior on or before the 15th day of 
August, A. D. 1870.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, this is of course only one of 
a series of amendments that will be necessary 
in this bill provided the Forty-Second Congress 
is to be elected under the census of 1870. Now, 
no gentleman upon this floor will claim that it 
isnot the duty ot Congress, if we can so arrange 
this enumeration, to make the apportionmentat 
the earliest practicable day thereafter, because 
the Constitution of the United States in its first 
section provides that representation upon this 
floor shall be in proportion to the numbers of 
the people of the United States. Now, upon 
what consideration can it be claimed that a 
State that has a population entitling it to ten 


ting 


|| or twelve Representatives upon the floor of Con- 


gress shall only have half that number during 
a Congress ? 

The State which I have the honor in part to 
represent has to-day a population equivalent 
to that of the State of Massachusetts, yet lowa 


_has but six Representatives upon this floor, 


while the State of Massachusetts has ten Rep 
resentatives upon this floor. 

Now, it is proposed by the amendment | 
have sent to the Clerk’s desk that under the 


‘| enumeration to be taken in 1870 lowa shall be 


entitled to the representation which the Con- 
stitution of the United States declares she shall 
be entitled to, to wit, representation on this 
floor in proportion to the number of her popula- 
tion. The first question, however, to be decided 
is the question whether it is practicable to s0 
make this enumeration as to give us our right- 


_ ful representation in the Forty-Second Con- 


ress. It is said by the gentleman from Ohio 
Mr. GarrieELp] that the congressional elec- 
tions in the various States will take place in 
October and November. It will be borne in 
mind that by the provisions of this bill this 
census is to be completed on the 1st day o! 
July, 1870. Now, will gentlemen claim that 
it is not within the power of the Secretary 0! 
the Interior and the subordinate officers of the 
Government within forty-five days of that time 
to so make up the tables of the inhabitants ot 
the United States as to provide for a redistri- 
bution and reapportionment of Representatives 
among the several States of this Union? 
Mr. HALDEMAN. Certainly I claim that. 
Mr. ALLISON, I venture the assertion here 
that it will not be ten days after the enumer 
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«ion is completed until the enterprising news- 
japers of the United States will ascertain within 
few thousand the es, of the entire 
~ gutry by States and congressional districts. 
i: can be done very easily. oa 

\nother objection is made that it is the duty 
¢ the Seeretary of the Interior to submit this 


( 


be oa there is a redistribution of Represent- 
sLives. 

, a presentation to Congress ? Congress has 
no power in the premises. This enumeration 
s taken by the Superintendent of the Census, 
onder the supervision of the Secretary of the 
Interior. ’ 
tables should be brought ia here on the floor of 
Congress for the purpose of revision in order 
to ascertain whether or not the Superintendent 
of the Census has made a correct computation 
of the inhabitants? ‘That is all that Congress 
can do about it. We in Congress are only 
called upon, first, to decide the number of 


Representatives on this floor, and secondly, to | 


ascertain from our officer, the Superintendent 
of the Census, what is the population of each 
State of the Union. That being done, it is a 
very easy matter to ascertain the number of 
Representatives to which each State is entitled. 

It is said that it would be necessary to call 
extra sessions of the State Legislatures in order 


to reapportion the congressional districts. For | 


along time, as gentlemen will remember, it 
was the custom of several States to elect their 
members of Congress upon a general ticket; 
and even down to the time of the rebellion the 
State of South Carolina elected all its presi- 
dential electors by its Legislature. ‘Therefore 
any State that may have an increased number 
of Representatives can at the approaching elec- 
tion elect on a general ticket its additional Rep- 
resentatives on this floor. In that way the 
State can obtain the representation to which it 
is entitled under the Constitution of the United 
States. The distinguished gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Locan] now representshe State 
of Illinois at large, and was elected upon a 
general ticket in that State. Now, these addi- 
tional Representatives may be elected upon a 
general ticket, so that there will be no incon- 
venience in reference to that matter except the 
inconvenience of tabulating the population of 
the States which may secure additional Repre- 
sentatives. 

By the amendment proposed by the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. Jupp] it is proposed 


.to give the Secretary of the Interior forty-five 


days in which to make this computation—a 
longer time than is proposed for the enumer- 
ation of the population of the United Staies. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. JUDD. I rise to oppose the amend- 
ment; andin doing so I will reply to the inter- 
rogatory put by the gentleman from Pennsy]- 
vania, |Mr. Hatpeman, ] and which I had not 
time to reply to when I was on the floor before. 
(his mode of making the apportionment by 
the Secretary of the Interior was adopted to 
save the time of Congress. After the Congress 
meets it is competent for it to correct any error 
that may have been made in the making of 
ihis apportionment; and that has been done. 
As has been said by the gentleman from Iowa, 
{Mr. ALuison,] my colleague, [Mr. Logan, | 
who represents the State of Illinois at large, 
holds his place upon this floor by virtue of 
such a correction of an error made by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior. 

Mr. HALDEMAN. Made by Congress. 

Mr. JUDD. I repeat, Congress can correct 
any error made by the Secretary of the Interior, 
or change the representation. Take as an 
instance my own district, which will indicate the 
reason why | press the matter. My own dis- 
trict is represented to-day by but one member, 
though it has a larger population than the 
entire State of Vermont, which has three Rep- 
resentatives upon this floor. What equity or 
Justice is there in such an arrangement? Is 
it right that the people of my district should 





osition to the Congress of the United States 


Now, 1 ask why the necessity of any | 


Now, is it claimed that all these vast | 


| 
be represented by only one member, when they | 


have large interests at stake in all the legisla- 
tionof Congress? The question arises whether 
there is any constitutional provision that irter- 
feres with the action that we propose in this 
matter. ‘That the gentleman trom Ohio rep- 


|| resenting the Census Committee may under- || 





| 


| 











| tioned among the several States which may be in- 
| cluded within this Union according to their respect- 
| ive numbers, which shall be determined by adding || 


| stand the precise position of this question I || 


will call his attention to the provision of the || 
Constitution on this subject, which I think will | 
show hin that there is no such limitation as a i 
decade with regard to the apportionment of | 


Representatives in Congress, and that there is || 


'| no such limitation as to the taking of the cen- || to the power of Congress in this bill. 


sus. I call the gentleman’s attention to the || 


been able to find in the Constitution: 
_‘* Representatives and direct taxes shall be appor- 


to the whole number of free persons, including those 
bound to.service for aterm of years and excluding | 
Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other persons, 
The actual enumeration shall be made within three 
a after the first meeting of the Congress of the 
Jnited States, and within every subsequent term of 
ten vears, in such manner as they shall by law direct.’’ 


| [Mr. Jupp] looks to that result. 
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effect in the Constitution of the country, I pro- 
pose to abide by it no matter what political 
party may be affected by carrying it into effect 
by legislation, in order that the whole people 
may be represented, and to let them be repre- 


| sented in the Forty-second Congress, in accord- 


ance with the letter as well as with the spirit of 
the Constitution. 

That word ‘‘within,’’ referred to by the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [ Mr. J upp, ] in the original 
text of the Constitution, is a sufficient answer 
to all that has been already said by my colleague 
or that can be said by any one else iz reference 
If they 
have the power in 1870 to make the enumera- 


| only provision on this subject which I have | tion they have the power in 1870 to apportion 


representation on the basis of that enumera- 
tion, and the people have the power in 1870, 


_in accordance with the letter of the Constitu- 


tion as it stands to-day, to be represented in 
that apportionment and that enumeration in 
the next succeeding Congress. The amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Illinois 
Of course 
that alone cannot effect the result. There 
must be, as he has already suggested, corre- 


From this provision it is clear that it iscom- | sponding amendments in succeeding sections 


petent for Congress, for any purposes of repre- || of the bill. 


sentation or otherwise, to order acensus within 
every five years. ‘The only obligation imposed 
upon Congress by this provision is that it shall 


| provide for a census at least within every ten 
| years, but the census may be made every five 
| years. 


{ Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. ALLISON. I withdraw my amendment 
for the purpose of allowing the gentleman from 


| Ohio (Mr. Bixcuam] to renew it. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I renew the amendment | 
of the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. ALLison. ] 
Iam fully persuaded, Mr. Chairman, that it 
is the duty ofthe Congress of the United | 
States to so construct this bill as to carry out | 
the manifest requirement, intent, and purpose | 
of the Constitution, to wit: to allow the whole 


people of the United States to be represented || 
'| fifteenth amendment would not the States ol 


in the Forty-Second Congress. Within the lim- 
ited time allowed me the reasons that operate | 
upon my mind cannot be fully stated; but 
allow me to suggest that the basis of represent- 
ation has been changed by the fourteenth ar- | 
ticle of amendments to the Constitution, so 


that for the first time in our history, upon the || 
| census enumeration, the whole people of the | 


United States, save Indians not taxed, are to 
be represented in the Congress of the United 
States. As to the question of the decade 
which has been spoken of by my colleague, 


| (Mr. Garrrecp,] he will, I think, perceive 
| upon a moment’s reflection that under the 
} census taken in 1850 and in 1860 Congress 


was required to apportion the representation 


| upon the enumeration of those respective 


years. ‘The same rule applies to us now. The 
suggestion of my colleague that we shall make 


| the enumeration in 1870, and that the appor- | 


tionment of representation shall operate not | 
upon the enumeration of 1870, but upon the | 


| population in 1872, is not, I submit, in accord- |, 


ance with the Constitution. 
In making this appeal to the House I make | 


it in behalf of the people, not in behalf of any || 


particular part beg gentlemen to remem- | 


ber that as to the effect upon the representation || 


of their respective States no man can make 
any calculation until the whole number of Rep- | 
resentatives shall have been determined. The | 
matter now before us does not involve that 
consideration, but simply the question whether 
we shall do what we may be able to do to give | 
to the whole people of this country, for the first 
time in our history, representation in Congress. 
It is our duty, manifestly our duty by the | 
express provision of the fourteenth article | 
of amendments to the Constitution. Having | 
had some part in preparing that amendment, | 
having had something to do with its recom- 
mendation to the people of the United States, 
and in common with them in bringing it into | 


| ments to the Constitution. 
| member that the original Constitution, instead 


|| the 4th of March, 1878. 


I have no apprehension that the 
people of the United States will call upon any 


| man to answer all these questions save the 


man who refuses to allow the whole people to 
be represented in the l’orty-Second Congress 
of the United States upon the basis of an 
enumeration of the whole people for the first 
time taken in the history of this Republic, as 
provided for in the fourteenth article of amend- 
Gentlemen will re 


of allowing the whole people to be represented, 
allowed only three fifths of a large portion of 
the people of the United States to be repre- 
sented or to be carried into the enumeration 
or apportionment. That is all gone, passed, 
and done away with. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. If the apportionment 
should be made prior to the adoption of the 


| 
| 


| Maryland and Kentucky, and other States 
| which have not allowed their colored popula- 
| tion to vote, lose the enumeration of many of 

their people, and would there then be, accord- 
| ing to the gentleman’s argument, a represent- 

ation of the whole people of the United States? 
| Mr, BINGHAM. ow States will beaffected 
in the event of further action of the people 
touching the provisions of their Constitution is 
a question we cannot consider in legislating on 
the Constitution as it is. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. Chairman, I thought 
that the Constitution of the United States set- 
tled this question. I thought the apportion 
ment of Representatives was a duty to be per 
formed by decades; and I believe that the 
phraseology of this first article of the Constitu- 
tion will lead any fair mind to that conclusion. 
But if there is any doubt about the Constitu 
tion I am sure that it is settled by the practice 
of the Government since its formation. The 
practice has been to apportion representation 
by decades. The law under which we are here 
is the law of the 3d of March, 1863 ; and if the 
Constitution means what I suppose it does, and 
in reference to which I never heard any doubt 
expressed before this morning, that this appor- 
| tionment shall take place once in every ten 

years, then we have no constitutional power to 

make an apportionment to take effect before 
We may provide for 
an enumeration now, but the apportionment 
| based upon it can only take effect at that date. 
That is the force of the word ‘‘ within’’ to which 
the gentleman from Ohio has referred. The 
new representation is to succeed the old rep- 
resentation only oncw in ten years. No matter 
when you make your enumeration it cannot 
take effect until ten years have elapsed from 
the former apportionment. If that be so, this 
| debate is quite out of the question, quite out- 
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side of the mark, for we have no constitutianal 
power to do that which is proposed. No law 
we Can pass, no section we can put into this 
itl, can take effect so far asthe Representatives 
‘f the people are concerned before March 4, 


; 


resented better than they are is quite out of the 
question, for we have not the constitutional 
power to do the thing which the gentleman 
“tlempts to accomplish. 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Chairman—— 

‘The CHAIRMAN. No further debate is in 
order on this amendment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I withdraw my amend- 
ment, 

Mr. COBURN. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the amendment. I move to strike out 
of section twenty-two all down to the word 
‘‘Congress,’’ in lines seven and eight, and to | 
insert the following, which I send to the desk | 
to be read. 


874; and whether localities ought to be rep- || 
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question—to make the apportionment of rep- | 
resentation two or three years after the enum- 


eration. Certainly no consideration of that 
kind can arise in a matter like the present. 


‘The States in the South, where there has been | 
a large increase of representation by reason | 


|| of the emancipation of the negroes and the 
conferring of the right of suffrage upon them, 
_and the States in the West which have been 
growing rapidly within the last eight years—all 
these States are entitled justly to their fair rep- 
resentation on this floor. Six millions or more 
of the people of the United States will be dis- 
| franchised for two years unless the principle 
I am now contending for be given effect to. 
We are constantly talking about the work of 
| reconstruction. I say to the House that the 
work of reconstruction is incomplete until the 


States of the West as well as the States of the 
South are enfranchised and have their full 
representation under the Constitution as we 





‘The Clerk read as follows: 
That the Superintendent of the Census shall pre- 





pare for submission to the Secretary of the Interior, 
on or before the second Monday in August next, a 
preliminary report embracing statistics of the popu- || 


intion of the United States, by States or Territories 
and eounties or parishes, sufficiently full for the | 
equalization of representation of the several States 
in Congress 
ithout delay, ascertain 
the number of Representatives to be apportioned to | 
eech State under the enumeration provided for in 
is act; and thereupon said Secretary shall, with- | 
out delay, certify a statement of such apportionment 
to the President of the United States, whose duty it 
shall be forthwith to make a proclamation thereof, 
| notify the Governors of the several States 
thereof. And it shall be lawful for the inhabitants 
the several States who may by such apportion- 


(nd the Secretary of the Interior shall, || 
as hereinafter provided || 


read it to-day. 1 see no reason, nothing in the 
| Constitution, nothing in the law, nothing in the 
practice of the Government, that would or 
should forbid us from adopting a provision of 
| this kind. 

Formerly the marshals conducted the taking 
of the census; formerly the process was slow ; 
formerly it took nae to count the people 
and find the aggregate of the population and 
the other items ascertained by taking the cen- 
| sus; but now we propose to do the work rap- 
idly, to have it done and reported, as it were, on 
| thesame day. We propose to havethethingdone 
| inside of one month. And why, then, should 
| we wait two or three years to accomplish that 
which can be readily accomplished inside of 
six weeks? 





ment have an increased representation to elect such 
alditional Representatives onageneral ticket forthe 
Siate at large, to serve as members for the Forty- 

econd Congress. And the Superintendent of the 
Consus shall submit a like report at the beginnin 
of the next session of Congress held after the date of 
the census, 

Mr. COBURN. The committee will per- 


ceive that the provision | offer looks to two 
reports being made; first, one to the Secretary 
of the Interior on the second Monday in Au- 
gust, and the other to Congress in December. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will not say 
| anything further on the question of the consti- 
' tutional power of Congress to do this thing; 
indeed, I did not in the first instance assert that 
it was clearly my opinion that we had no such 
constitutional power. I spoke of the decade 
| merely as an immemorial custom on this sub- 
| ject; and I will only say one word more in 


[ think 








lhe object of the first report is, as stated by || regard to the constitutional feature. 


the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Jupp] who 
preceded me in this discussion, to enable the 
Secretary of the Interior to find out the appor- | 
tionment under the law which we are about to 
adopt, that a statement of it may be certified 
to the President of the United States. 1 have 


every gentleman will admit, from the reading 
of the clause of the Constitution, that every 
time we do make a new distribution of power 
there must be a new census to base iton. I do 


not deny that we might take a census once in 


|| every five years, or perhaps once a year if we 


no doubt that this can be readily accomplished || chose, but every time we reapportion the mem- 


by the second Monday in August. 
formation will all be in the hands of the Census 
Superintendent long before that time, and it 
will be but a short work for the Secretary of | 
the Interior to make a calculation and certify | 
it to the President of the United States; and | 
it will not be half an hour’s work to the Presi- 
dent of the United States to make his procla- 
mation and order the certificates to be sent to 
the Governors of the States. 

And then the amendment further provides 
that in States which will be entitled to an in- 
creased representation Representatives to Con- 
rress can he elected, without the Legislatures 
being called, on a general ticket. There will 
perhaps be a few States in which the represent- 
ation will be diminished, but these will be very 
low--not more, perhaps, than three or four ; || 
and these the eastern and perhaps smaller || 
States, where without much difficulty a Legis- 
lature can be got together without any great 
additional expense to the people. It seems to 
me that a proposition so reasonable, so fair, so 
just, and one whose result is so easily accom- 
plished, should not be rejected on account of || 
any precedent that may have been set by the 
former action of the Government. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. || 
Woopwarp] has argued that this proposition 
is unconstitutional; simply, as I understood 
the gentleman, because there is a provision for || 
a ten years’ enumeration in the Constitution || 
of the United States, and the practice of the 
Government has been—a practice which, it is 
argued, has a bearing on the constitutional 








| tionment. 


| the old apportionment were broken up 


The in- || bers of this House it must be on a census. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire to call atten- 
tion to the practical situation in which we are 
placed. I happen to have been a member of 
the Ohio senate in 1860-61, when we were 
redistricting that State under the new appor- 
We had all our little skeleton maps 
and plans ready when we met together in Jan- 


| uary, 1860, so that when the news came, as we 
' expected it would, in the summer, of how the 
| apportionment would stand, we could put our 


little bills through and finish up the matter. 
The long summer session ended and no report 
came. We met again in the winter of 1860-61, 
and our maps and bills were ready, but no 
result of the census came from Washington, 
and it was, if I remember rightly, the month 
of April or March before we did get the results, 
and then they came so late that the redistricting 
was not done until the winter of 1861 was over. 

Now, that was the experience of one State, 
and of course it was the experience of al! the 
States. Suppose we undertake this thing now 
as ceonenel by the gentleman from Illinois, 
[ Mr. Jupp, ] and suppose, as is very likely, that 
there is long delay in arriving at the result 
from returns having to be sent back to remote 
States for correction, and from the loss of 
returns in the mails and otherwise—a delay 
which runs down through the summer, and the 
congressional elections have taken place ; if 
we 
should be in chaos, and we certainly will be 
so, in my judgment, ifwe undertake to push this 
new scheme through at this late day. It was 





December 13 

’ 

the purpose of the Committee on the Ce 
if they could have passed a bill last Spring 

have provided in the bill that the apport, - 

| ment should be made this winter, or rather j, 

time for the next term, and that could he - 

been done, for we then proposed that the a 
‘| sus should be taken by the Ist of April. But 
|| that time has passed, and I look upon the thing 
|| now as impracticable, if not impossible, T 
|| undertake it will overload and sink, not only 
| this bill, but the respect that this Hor J 
| to have before the American people. 
Mr. JUDD. I move to amend the amend. 
| ment by striking out the last line. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thereis an amendme 
to the amendment now pending. 

Mr. COBURN. I withdraw the amendmen: 
to the amendment. ae 

Mr.JUDD. Irenewit. I desire, as we haye 
been met by a question of law by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Woopwarp,] that 
we should understand precisely where we are. 
and I call the attention of the House to th, 
provisions of the Constitution that I read before 
in order to emphasize a portion of them and 
| see where we are: 

“Representatives and direct, taxes shall bho ap- 
portioned among the several States which may jy. 
included within this Union, according to thei; 
respective numbers.”’ 

It is made the absolute duty of Congress, 
| whenever in any legal mode they ascertain 
| what the number of inhabitants is, to make an 
apportionment of representation according to 
the number of those inhabitants. 

The next provision is that Congress shal] 
provide a mode of ascertaining what the num- 
ber of inhabitants is, and that they shall do it 
at least within every ten years. Neither the 
gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. GarFIELD] nor any 
other member of Congress holds office for any 
decade; that is not the existence of the term 
of office. Nor is there any constitutional pro- 
| vision which requires Congress, after it has in 
_ a legal form ascertained the number of inhab- 
itants, to postpone for one, two, six, or eight 
years making the apportionment. The mo- 
| ment that information is brought to Congress 
| in accordance with the forms of law the pro- 
| vision of the Constitution which [ have read 
| makes it the oy of Congress to make the 


Nsng, 


ise ought 


nt 





apportionment. say, then, that if the re- 
| turns are made by the Ist of July, as provided 
| for in this bill, there is nothing impracticabk 
_in carrying out the spirit of the Constitution 
, and allowing the States representation accord: 
| ing tothe number of theirinhabitants, as shown 
by the census. 


Mr. DICKEY. It strikes me that there is 





an additional objection beyond those already 
stated to the propositions of the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Jupp] and the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Conury.] The objection is this: 
the apportionment among the States is not 
based upon the whole population or the whole 
people of the United States; it is based upon 
all the people of the United States who by the 
laws of the several States have the right to 
vote for members of Congress, &c. Wherever 
a State limits the right of any portion of its 
people to vote, in that proportion is her repre: 
sentation to be reduced. The simple enumer- 
ation by the enumerators under the census does 
not furnish the basis of representation. You 
must then examine the constitutions and laws 
of the several States, to see whether there 1s 
any limitation upon the right of any portion ot 
the people to vote. If there is then their rep- 
resentation in Congress is to be reduced, and 
the apportionment of the State that limits the 
right of any portion of its people to vote must 
be made to conform to that fact. 

Now, does any gentleman propose to devolve 
that duty upon aclerk, a Secretary, or acensus- 
taker? Is it proposed that the Secretary of the 
Interior shall pass upon the constitutions and 
laws of the several States, and decide for this 
Congress and for the people of the United States 
the proper construction of those constitutions 
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od those laws, or are we to take the number 
¥¢ the people and come back here to Congress 
nq ascertain who are disfranchised by the 
sonstitutions and laws of the States, and reduce 
‘he number of Representatives of those accord- 
@ to the fourteenth amendment to the Con- 
tution of the United States? It seemsto me 
hat the objection to the ee of the gentleman 


‘om Illinois [Mr. Jupp] and the gentleman | 


‘om Indiana [Mr. Copurn] is an insuperable 


“Mr. JUDD. I withdraw the amendment to 
the amendment. 

“Mr. MAYNARD. Irenewit. This propo- 
sition bas in my opinion very great merit, and 
if practicable it ought to be adopted. I believe 
+ has not been noticed that in the last decade 
we have changed the Constitution in several 
important respects affecting this question. 
And another very great change has been made 
during the same time. By emancipating a 


large portion of our people we have practically | 


admitted a very large increase to the ballot- 
hox, and the Federal enumeration has been 
very largely increased in fifteen of the States 
of this country. By that increase we have a 
population that is now practically unrepre- 


sented, whose voice is not heard and whose | 
I think, | 


members are not felt in this body. 
therefore, that as soon as possible we should 
so change the apportionment of representation 
that that portion of our people, the recently 
enfranchised, may be Seart through their 
proper Representatives, giving to those fifteen 
States altogether perhaps some fifteen addi- 
tional Representatives, even according to the 
present ratio of apportionment. 

There has been some objection made on the 
score of the impracticability of this scheme. 
Let me remind gentlemen that until within 
comparatively a few years nearly one half of 
the States of this Union did not elect their Rep- 
resentatives until after the termination of the 
preceding Congress. In Virginia they were 
elected in the May subsequent to the close of 
Congress in March. My own State did not 
elect until the August succeeding ; other States 
not until September, and some not until the 
November following. Now, if you should by 
law postpone the election of members of the 
lorty-Second Congress until May, 1871, we can 
during the next session of this Congress so 
arrange matters that the election for members 
of the Forty-Second Congress can be held in 
accordance with the returns of the ninth census. 

I am told that the next Congress is required 
bylaw to meet on the 4th of March, 1871. Iam 
aware of that; but that law can be changed. 
The term of Congress always begins on the 4th 
of March, immediately at the close of the pre- 
ceding Congress. But the Constitution pro- 
vided that there should be a session of Congress 
to begin on the first Monday of December, and 
during that interval, from the 8d of March to 
the first Monday in December, these elections 
of which I have spoken were held in some of 
the States until the commencement of the war 
of the rebellion ; in others until since the com- 
mencement of the war. ‘The reason for meet- 
ing on the 4th day of March—at the very first 
moment of the constitutional existence of the 
Congress—no longer exists. There is no longer 
any occasion for so early a meeting of each 


new Congress, and we can change the law so | 


that the Forty-Second Congress shall meet on 
the first Monday of December, as contemplated 
by the Constitution and in pursuance of the 
former practice. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. Chairman, I am in favor 
of the amendment introduced by the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Conurn] oran amendment 
substantially similar. Believing that representa- 
‘ion in Congress should be based, as required 
by the Constitution, on the population, and that 


there is no restriction in the Constitution with | 
reference to the time at which the enumeration || 


shall be taken, I am inclined to favor such an 
amendment, something that will give us as 
soon as possible a representation of all the 
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| people in the Congress of the United States. I 
| disagree with the opinion of the gentleman from 
|| Pennsylvania [Mr. Woopwarp] that the Con- 
|| stitution ofthe United States will not permit this 


enumeration, with a view to representation in 
Congress, except every ten years. The Con- 
stitution provides that the enumeration shall 
be taken ‘‘ within ’’ every ten years, not that 
it shall be taken at no other time; but this 
enumeration is to be taken at least every ten 
years, and upon it the representation in Con- 
gress is to be based. The first enumeration 


|| was to be made within three years afterthe first 

meeting of Congress under the Constitution ; | 
and it has been taken since that time at inter- | 
vals of ten years, but not because the Constitu- | 
tion required this enumeration should be taken | 
| just every ten years and not oftener, but | 
| because the Congress of the United States has 


seen fit to provide for the taking of this enum- 
eration every ten years. Let me read the lan- 
guage of the Constitution on this subject: 


‘*The actual enumeration shall be made within 
three years after the first meeting of the Congress of 
the United States, and within every subsequent 
term of ten years, in such manner as they shall by 
law direct.”’ 


The clear meaning of this provision is that 
within every term of ten years an enumeration 
shall be taken, and that upon that enumeration 
the distribution of Representatives among the 
people of the United States shall be fixed as 
Congress may determine. The Constitution 


evidently means that the people shall be ac- | 
corded their representation upon the basis of || 
each enumeration as svon as the number of | 
Representatives to which they are entitled can | 
If one part of the country has | 
grown OE very rapidly, if a State that has had | 


be ascertained. 


but one Representative has been growing as if 
by magic until it has a population of many 


hundreds of thousands, the intention of the | 


Constitution is that this inequality of represent- || tt ; —be 
|| tion as requires the rejection of such persons 


ation shall be remedied as soon as possible, 
and that at the earliest possible moment sucha 
State shall be allowed the full representation to 
which its population may entitle it. But cer- 
tainly the meaning of the Constitution is not to 
forbid an enumeration at any other time than 
once within ten years. 

Holding this view, I am in favor of this 
enumeration being made as rapidly as possible, 
and I desire that as soon thereafter as practi- 
cable the Legislatures of the respective States 
shall provide for representation in accordance 
with the law of Congress. Whatever may be 
the aggregate number of Representatives fixed 
by Congress—three hundred, two hundred and 
seventy-five, or any other number—let the 
inhabitants of the United States be districted in 
accordance with the apportionment as soon as 


it can be done, allowing the Legislatures of the | 
different States to pass laws redistricting their | 


respective States; orif there be not time for a 
redistricting, that they may at least provide 


for the election of such a number of Repre- | 
In this | 


sentatives as they may be entitled to. 

way would be secured to the people of the 

various States the representation to which they 

are entitled and which the Constitution of the 

United States contemplates they shall have. 
oe the hammer fell. } 


‘he CHAIRMAN. No further debate is in | 
order unless the gentleman from Tennessee || 


[Mr. Maynarp] withdraws his amendment. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I withdraw my amend- 
ment that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Hoar] may renew it. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me 
that the objection to the plan proposed by the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Jopp] repre- 
senting the Chicago district has not been stated 
in its full strength. It is objectionable on three 
grounds, two of the highest, gravest legislative 
expediency, and one of absolute imperative 
constitutional interpretation. The constitu- 
tional objection seems to me to be this: the 
first article in the first section of the Constitu- 
tion provides that all legislative powers shall 
be vested in Congress. Now, sir, the power 
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| to apportion the representation in this House 


among the different States of this Union, there- 
by determining all questions of local and con- 


| stitutional interpretation which the exercise 
| of that power requires, is an essential legisla- 
| tive power incapable of delegation, and Con- 
| gress cannot, if it would part with, to a mere 
| clerical or ministerial officer the power of de- 
| termining the hundred questions which, if the 
|| members of the House will examine the little 


pamphlet laid before them by the committee, 
must present themselves for solution as a quali- 
fication under the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution. The clerical duties undoubtedly 
may be done by a secretary or clerk. They 
have been discharged by such officers under 
former censuses; but Congress has always re- 
served to itself, by varying the final apportion- 
ment, the opportunity to exercise its own au- 
thority to have the apportionment finally fixed 
upon its own legislative act. On the 4th of 
March, 1862, Congress passed a brief law 
Spporcaning among the different States of the 
Union the members of the House according to 
the census previously taken, rightly and justly 
considering in conformity with the precedents 
from the formation of the Government that 
the act of the secretary could be of no validity 


| until it had been approved and adopted by 


Congress. 
Another objection, Mr. Chairman, of grave 


| legislative expediency is this: that it is unbe- 


coming in the Congress of the United States 
to give this vast power to a single officer. If 
gentlemen will look at the collection of laws 
and constitutions in different States which the 
industry of this committee has furnished us 
will see that questions of the most delicate 
character must be answered before this appor- 
tionment is made. Shall inability to read or 
write—which in the State I represent consti- 
tutes a disqualification—be such a disqualifica- 


from the enumeration? Is the provision requir- 
ing residence three or six or twelve months a 
disqualification as to these persons in counting 
them in a representative census of their State, 
or will Congress hold that such persons are not 
excluded from the census? 

There is one other point. This proposition 
will require the Legislatures of the several 
States to divide or district their States at short 
notice, within the period of three or four weeks, 
| and in the midst of a heated and angry political 

canvass. 
[ Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, there is a 
| point which seems to me in connection with 
this, although generally alluded to, not to have 
been distinctly stated, and that is the point of 
economy. Allthe Legislatures are to be con- 
vened in the months of August or September, 
at what cost to the people of this country? At 
an expenditure of how many million dollars 
for mileage and for pay, and at what incon- 
venience to the people. This is rather an 
important work to district the States for ten 
years of legislation; and yet itis to be done 
rapidly, in extra session, at an unusual season 
of the year, when there will be comparatively 
few persons present. I think these views should 
have some consideration and weight. It will 
cost the people of the United States through 
| their several State treasuries more than the 
taking of the whole census, yet we have been 
higgling over small sums of ten dollars and $100 
in this bill. 

According to the theories put out here only 
one half of the people in my district are rep- 
resented. We are told how many people in 
the West and South are not represented. It 
so happens that there are more than two people 
in my district for one in the last census, yet 
they are all foolish enough to suppose they have 
some measure of representation upon this floor. 
They have the representation given them by the 
Constitution; but to meet the ideas of gentle- 
men it would require us to take our census 
every six months for the time to come, because 
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the changes in population, the movements of 
the people, willswellsome districts, while others 
may fall off. 

It is suggested that they do not have a con- 
gressional election every six months; but we 
are doing that by which the argument of in- 
equality will very soon be removed. And what 
is to be done with the States which shall lose ? 
for I am told that there are some States which 
will not bold their present representation. 
Gentlemen will have a ready answer to that by 
saying, ‘* We wiilincrease the number of mem- 
bers so much that no State will lose.’? That 
is a question for grave consideration hereafter. 
‘There are two opinions as to whether we should 
largely increase the number of Representatives, 
and I have no idea of our deciding between 
them in this incidental way. There was a fair, 
straightforward understanding between all the 
people of the country, as there always has been 
each decade, that the apportionment made by 
the Legislatures in 1861 was for ten years for 
congressional purposes. I think it would be 
a breach of that understanding to change it 
now. It would involve a great deal of ex- 
pense, and the result would be an apportion- 
ment that would not be satisfactory to the peo- 
ple of the different States when it would be 
inade, because it would be made hurriedly and 
imperfectly. 

‘The CHAIRMAN. 
has expired. 

Mr. HOAR. 
the amendment. 

Mr. CULLOM. Lrenewit. It seems to me 
that if there is any one question that is vital to 
this country it is the question of representation. 
Destroy the right of the people to representa- 
tion and you destroy the very foundation of the 
Government. 

1 am surprised to hear a gentleman upon this 
floor announce that while his district had now 
two men where one would be necessary under 
the present apportionment he was, nevertheless, 
opposed to having a reapportionment made as 
soou as it can be made under the laws of the 
country. Weare not proposing to do anything 
revolutionary in this matter; we are not pro- 

osing to do anything unconstitutional or un- 
awful; but we are proposing, according to 
the spirit of the Constitution, just as soon as 
we have the ability to do it, to give to the peo- 
ple of this country that full representation 
which by the Constitution it was intended to 
guaranty to them. 

There must be something underneath all this 
opposition toan amendment which is designed 
to secure that those portions of the country 
where the population has increased may be 
entitled to their increased representation. It 
is trae, I suppose, that some portions of the 
country will not gain anything by a reappor- 
tionment. [tis true also, I suppose, that some 
other portions of the country will gain some- 
thing in their rate of representation upon this 
floor. The census of 1860 shows that the six 
little New England States had a population 
of little over three million people, while the 
States of Indiana, Illinois, and Kansas had 
about the same amount of population. The 
New England States got twenty-seven mem- 
bers upon this floor, while those three western 
States which I have named had twenty-six ; 
and I undertake to say that if a new appor- 
tionment could be nuw made those three S. ates 
would gain eight new members having a right 
to seats upon this floor. Well, I believe it is 
admitted that the six New England States 
would perhaps gain nothing; and that, on the 

contrary, unless we provided a number of 
members sufficiently great, say three hundred, 
thove New England States would lose some 
of their representation. I am willing, so far as 


The gentleman's time 


I withdraw the amendment to 


bers of this House greater, so that those States 
cannot lose. Bat while I am willing to do that, 
1 
legislate that those portions of the country 
where the population has increased shall have 


| insist thatit is the duty of the Congress so to | 


the benefit of their increased representation 
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But, Mr. Chairman, I would submit that a 


upon this floor just as soon asitcan be obtained. |, is not the time for the West to rectify her 


No other principle is in accordance with the 
spirit and the letter of the Constitution itself. 


And, sir, there are questions involved in legis- | 


lation to-day which give the West the right, and 


which make it their duty to demand that they |, 


shall have their full representation here just 
as soon as under the Constitution and laws of 
the country they can receive it. I withdraw 
the amendment. 

Mr. CLARKE. I renew the amendment 
just withdrawn by the gentleman from Illinois. 
it seems to me that this is a simple proposi- 
tion to provide for the proper and equal rep- 
resentation upon this floor of all the people of 

| the United States under the Constitution. After 
_ listening as I have done to this debate thus far, 
and the various suggestions which have been 
| made on the one side and the other, I have 
' no sort of difficulty in my own mind with ref- 
erence to the constitutional objection; and 
| least of all have I any difficulty in reference to 
the so-called constitutional objection suggested 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Hoar.] Aslunderstand the proposed amend- 
ment, it simply makes it the duty of the Secre- 
tary of the laterior to reckon up the returns 
made by the enumerators to the Superintend- 
ent of the Census under the provisions of this 
bill, and make proclamation of the same either 
to the President or to the Governors of the sev- 
eral States. I cannot conceive how under any 
circumstances this can have anything to do 
with the Constitution of the United States. It 


is simply the performance of a duty under the | 
direction of the Congress of the United States | 


if this bill shall pass into a law. : 
Now, as i saad at the outset, it seems to me 
| that this is only to provide for equal and proper 
representation of all the people of tie United 
States, under and in accordance with the pro- 
_ visions of the Constitution. I have not thus 
| far participated much in this debate ; but con- 
'| sidering the fact that I have the honor to repre- 
| sent upon this floor a State which was admitted 
| just at the commencement of the decade, a 
| State which from a population of one hundred 
| and six thousand in 1860 has increased to nearly 
| half a million, I think it my duty to say some- 
| thing in favorof this proposition. Iam heartily 
and sincerely in favor of it, because I believe 
it due to the six million people of this country 
who have been added to our representative 
population under the fourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments. We should recognize the new 
| order of things which has been produced by 
| the rebellion and the amendments to the Con- 
| stitution, and instead of denying to those six 
million people the right to representation in 
this louse, to award to them that right which 
they clearly possess under the Constitution of 
| the United States. In my view this is not a 
question simply for the West or for any other 
| particular section of this country, but one, as 
| said before, whether we will deny to six mil- 
| lions of our population the right to full and 
| equal representation here upon this floor. Sir, 
my own State has a deep interest in this ques- 
tion. She bas a population made up from all 
the States of the Federal Union—a population 
_ of nearly or quite half a million; and if three 
| years more are allowed to pass away without a 


i] 


wrongs. [donot see that this is practicable. 
I do not see that it is constitutional. Pron: 
1790 until 1860 every apportionment was made 
by the House of Representatives, with the ao 
|| currence of the Senate, upon censuses fi. 
| nished to them. Each Houfe is the judge o) 

the returns and qualifications of its members 
so that I cannot conceive of a more centraji,, 
ing and more monstrous proposition thay ¢, 
_ undertake to put into the hands of one men, 

no matter who he may be, the power to fix th, 
| apportionment of the members of this Houca 
| It has been well said by the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Jupp] that this is a vast and all. 
interesting subject. It will be found to ie 
vaster and more exciting before this debate ;, 
done. It isasserted that afterthe elections the 
House will still have the power to revise th, 
| calculations of the secretary or Superintend. 
ent of the Census, and if necessary correct the 
apportionment. Does that mean you can refuge 
members-elect their seats should the State hayo 
received too large an apportionment? But | 
can tell gentlemen that though members may 
be sent back to the South, yet you cannot after 
the election correct any apportionment made 
by the Secretary of the Interior and senq 
legally elected members back to their constit. 
uents. Congress must apportion the members 
| previous to the districting of the States. Yoy 
dare not, you cannot undertake to centralize 
| into the hands of one man, even the President 
of the United States, authority over this funda- 
mental question. 

Mr. COBURN. I think the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania who has just taken his seat totally 
misunderstands the effect of this amendment, 

The CHAIRMAN. No further debate is in 
order on the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. CLARKE. I withdraw the amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. COBURN. I renew it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that 
inasmuch as the amendment of the gentleman 
from Illinois Sa Jupp] proposes to amend 
that portion of the text of the original section 
| which the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Co- 
| BURN ] proposes to strike out, the amendment of 
| the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Jupp] takes 
prececence, and the pending question is on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. COBURN. I desire to say but a word 
or two in answer to the argument of the gen- 
| tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Hatpeman. | 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 
propose an amendment to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Illinois? ; 

Mr. COBURN. I move to strike out the 
last word. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
seems to think that it is proposed to intrust 
an unlimited and dangerous power in the 
| hands of the Secretary of the Interior, and the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] 
took the same ground as if the apportionment 
| would be made entirely by a ministerial officer. 
Nothing of that kind is contemplated. He 
merely makes an estimate of the result of the 
/enumeration, and certifies it to the Presi- 
dent, who issues his proclamation, and upon 
that, the elections having been held, mem- 
bers of Congress come here, if any States gain 








| new apportionment she will by the end of that || additional members and submit their certifi- 


| time have a population of eight hundred thou- 
| sand or perhaps a million largely unrepresented 
| here, where matters are being discussed and 
questions decided in which the people of a new 
| and growing State have a deep and vital interest. 
[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HALDEMAN. At the proper time, 
hich I supposed would be when section twenty- 


a 


|| four should be under consideration, it was my 
! am concerned, to make the number of mem- | 


intention to do justice to the great, the grow- 
ing, the giant and the generous West, which 
has suffered more than any other section from 





cates of election to the Forty-Second Congress, 





who are the judges of the qualifications and 
election of these additional members. It 's 
/a matter which is always submitted to the 
| arbitrament of Congress. 
By no possibility can the dangerous and ter- 
| rible and awful power spoken of by the gentle- 
| man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Woopwarp] and 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. Hoar] 
be intrusted to the Secretary of the Interior. 
He does no more than work out a sum in sim 
| ple division, certify it to the President, and he 


the financial system now in force, whether || proclaims it to the people. Then the people, '" 
of tariff, whether of banking and currency, or || their sovereign capacity, after that announce: 
of internal taxation, and has complained less. || ment, make their choice of Congressmen, who 
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come up here and apply for seats in this House. 
Now, if there is any mistake, any wrong calcu- 
‘ation in that matter, then it is submitted to 
Congress under the last clause of my amend- 
ment. if the men claiming seats are wrongly 
jected, or if there is any miscalculation in the 
.atement of the Secretary of the Interior, it 
an be investigated and corrected by Congress 


a. HOAR. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him a question? 
“Mr. COBURN. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. 
interior disqualifies a certain number of persons 
‘) Massachusetts by his interpretation of the 
fourteenth amendment thereupon, when the 
members of Congress come here this House 
determines that the Secretary of the Interior 
was wrong in his decision and rejects or admits 
the member from Massachusetts elected under 
the Secretary’s statement; will not that change 
the ratio of representation of every State of this 
Union by an act of this House? 

Mr. COBURN. Such a thing as that is not 
to be presumed. 

Mr. HOAR. Why not? 

Mr. COBURN. It is not worth considering 
in an argument of this kind. It is to be pre- 


sumed that the Secretary of the Interior is a | 


wan of common sense. 

(Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. ALLISON. I oppose the amendment 
of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cosurn] 
for the purpose of saying a few words more 


upon this question. If I understand the argu- | 


ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Woopwarp, j he insists that we have not 
the constitutional power to make this change. 
If I understood him correctly, the constitu- 
tional prohibition is in the second section of 


the first article of the Constitution. Now, had | 


not that objection been made by a gentleman 
so eminent at the bar and upon the bench 
I should not fora single moment have deemed 
it worthy of consideration. I submit that the 
practice of the Government, as well as the 
construction of that provision, is against the 
position the gentleman has taken. 

It is true we have hitherto made this appor- 
tionment once in ten years; but will the gen- 


tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Woopwarp] | 
claim that it is not within the power of Con- 


gress this day to add to the representation of 
the State of Iowa, for instance, one, two, or 
three Representatives, if in the judgment of 
Congress Iowa is entitled to one, two, or three 
additional Representatives? In 1862, after an 
animated contest and a long debate, Iowa was 
one of the States that had their representation 
increased by the addition of one member upon 
this floor. The apportionment under the law 
of 1850 entitled Iowa to only three members. 
Yeta positive law of Congress, read by the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar,] not 
for the purpose indicated by me, provided that 


eight States should each have added to their || 
respective representation one member of Con- 

gress; therefore it is in the power of this Con- | 
gress to-day to say that Iowa shall have three | 


additional Representatives upon this floor. 
The objection stated by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] is not to the ma- 
chinery of this bill, butto the fourteenth amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States, 
if the objection has any applicability at all. 
Does the gentleman from Massachusetts sup- 
pose that after this enumeration has been taken 
this House of Representatives will come here 
and decide all these minor questions and say 
that a citizen who has lived in Massachusetts 
lor sixty days only was improperly counted in 
the enumeration for representation, and that 


the citizen who had lived in Iowa for six months 


vas properly counted ? 

Mr. HOAR. If a wrong rule has been 
adopted Congress will correct it. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. BECK. Will the gentleman from Iowa 
permit me to ask him a question? 


t 


| 
| 


Suppose the Secretary of the | 


| 
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| Mr. ALLISON. 


I yield to the gentleman 


1 for a question. 


Mr. BECK. 


increase of the population of a State; but sup- 
posea State now entitled to ten Representatives 
should, under the new enumeration, be found 
to be entitled to only eight, and suppose the 


| that matter be regulated? 

Mr. ALLISON. I will answer that ques- 
tion; but I wish first to conclude what I have 
to say in reference to the fourteenth amend- 


Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] suggests, ‘‘If a 
wrong rule of apportionment has been adopted 
Congress will correct it.’’ This bill provides 
the rule of apportionment, and gives proper 
directions to the Secretary of the Interior; or 
if it does not now do so sufficiently it ought 
to be amended so that it shalldo so. Under 
this rule of apportionment those who are ex- 
cluded and hove who are included ought to 
be defined so clearly that the Secretary of the 
Interior cannot err, for he is obliged to give 
at the outstart his instructions to the enumer- 
ators, and they are to show in their enumera- 
tion the number of persons who are excluded 


persons, male citizens over twenty-one years 
of age, who are entitled to vote in the several 
States. In this respect there can be no objec- 
tion at all to this proposition. The defect, if 
there be any, is in the bill now before the 
House. Is it possible that we are going to 
leave so grave a question open for the decis- 
ion of the Secretary of the i 

decision of the House of Representatives in 
18783 or at any future time? It is a question 
that must be decided in the very beginning in 
order that the enumerators and the district 


whether they are within the prohibition of the 
fourteenth constitutional amendment. 

Now, in reply to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Beck, ] I will say that, as a matter 
of course, if this provision be adopted it will 
involve the necessity of another provision—a 
provision that the number of Representatives 
on this floor shall be increased so that under 
the apportionment of 1870 no State will have 
its representation reduced, and that any addi- 
tional number of Representatives apportioned 





large. 
| Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. In order that 


that the committee rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker 





|| having resumed the chair, Mr. Dawes reported 
|| that the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, pursuant to order, had had under 


| 
} 


for taking the ninth census of the United 


|| the House of Representatives and to provide for 





Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


on the pending section and the amendments 

thereto. I desire also to ask the House to give 

me authority to move in Committee of the 
| Whole that the next three sections of the bill 
| bestricken out. My object is—and I hope the 
| House will sanction it—to take out of this bill 
| 
| 


be arranged hereafter in a separate bill, allow- 


I ask 





ing this bill to stand on its own merits. 


be made. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I hope the House will 
agree to no such thing. This subject is em- 
braced in the bill as reported, and I hope the 
question will be settled now. 





| 


I can see how this matter might | 
| be regulated in cases where there had been an | 


State should next November elect members of | 
Congress under the old districting, how would | 


ment of the Constitution. The gentleman from | 


from the right of voting, and the number of | 


nterior or for the | 


superintendents and the Superintendent of the || 
Census may know what persons to return, and | 


to a State will be elected from the State at | 


debate may be closed on this section I move || 


consideration House bill No. 424, to provide | 
States, and to fix the number of members of 
| their future apportionment among the several | 
States, and had come to no resolution thereon. 


I rise for the ] 
purpose of moving that all debate be closed 


the whole subject of apportionment, which can |) 
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Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will, if neces: 
sary, move to suspend the rules; but I think 
when my proposition has been stated to the 
House there will be no objection to it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
asks unanimous consent to make in Committee 
of the Whole a motion te strike out by one vote 
| three sections of this bill. Such a motion can 
only be authorized by unanimous consent or by 
a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. JUDD. I move that the House now 
adjourn. 

lhe motion was agrced to—ayes 86, noes 71. 

INDIAN SERVICE. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
| before the House a letter from the Secretary of 
the Interior, transmitting tabular statements of 
| disbursements of the superintendent and agents 
on account of the Indian service for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1869; which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
| and ordered to be printed. 


|| VIRGINIA CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 
|| 
| 


| 


} 
| 
} 
j 
| 
} 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, also 
laid before the House papers in the case of 
|| George W. Booker, claiming a seat from the 
|| State of Virginia; which were referred to the 
'| Committee of Elections. 


1} LAWS OF UTAH. 


| TheSPEAKER, by unanimous consent, also 
|| laid before the House a letter from the secre- 
|| tary of Utah, transmitting the laws of that 
|| Territory; which was referred to the Com- 
|| mittee on the Territories. 


HOUSE CONTINGENT FUND. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, also 
| laid before the House a communication from 
|| the Clerk of the House, transmitting a detailed 
|| statement of the expenses under the miscella- 
!| neous items of the contingent fund from the 
| commencement of the Congress to this date ; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
| Appropriations. 

| ALABAMA CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, also 
| laid before the House additienal papers in the 
| Alabama contested-election case of Hinds vs. 
| Sherrod; which were referred to the Com- 
|} mittee of Elections. 


PEACE WITH THE INDIANS. 
| 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, also 
| laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
|| tary of the Interior, transmitting reports of 
|| the disbursements out of the appropriation 
|| made in 1869 of $2,000,000 for the purpose of 
maintaining peace with the various Indian 
tribes; which was referred to the Committee 

on Appropriations. 
PAYMENT OF BOUNTY. 
Mr. MOORE, of [llinois, by unanimous con- 
sent, moved that House bill No. 500, to au- 
thorize the payment of bounty to certain vol- 
unteer officers of the Army who served in the 
late war for the suppression of the rebellion, 
introduced by him on Saturday last and referred 
'to the Committee on Military Affairs, be 
| printed. 

The motion was agreed to; and then (at four 
o’clock p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


| 

| 

| 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 

| under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 

| committees : 

| By Mr. AMES: The petition of Susan T. 

| Hunt, asking for a pension, as dependent sister 

of John L. Hunt. 

| By Mr. BEAMAN: The petition of Anna 
Childs, praying for back pay and bounty due 

| her deceased husband. 

| By Mr. BENJAMIN: The petition of Mrs. 

} Delilah Roberts, asking a pension. . 

By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The 

| petition of Charles Watson, of Lowell, Massa- 

chusetts, for compensation for services per- 


| 
j 
| 
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formed by him in aid of Union prisoners in | 


Libby prison. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts: The 
claim of Nathaniel Tarr, for indemnity for 
losses sustained in the department of the South 
in 1863. 

Also, a petition of a committee of colored 
men of Kentucky, to have the word ‘slave ”’ 
taken off the rolls, so as to make the bounty 
ecjual to all soldiers. 

By Mr. CAKE: A memorial of many thou- 
sands of the mechanics and laborers of Schuyl- 
kill county, Pennsylvania, reminding Congress 
that labor is paid sixty cents a day in England, 
forty cents a day in France, thirty centsa day 
in Germany, while it is paid in free America 
from one dollar and seventy-five cents to two 
dollars a day per man; that any reduction of 
the duty on iron or any other leading produc- 
tion of the United States tends to reduce the 
waves of our laborer to the same state of abject 
poverty that prevails in Nurope; that Con- 
gress has established the eight-hour law in the 
Government workshops, for which they are 
thankful, but that the system cannot be carried 
out in other branches of business without pro- 
tection to American industry. 

By Mr. CALKIN: The petition of Emil 
Ruger, an American citizen of New York city, 
for redress for arrest and imprisonment at 
Copenhagen by the Government of Denmark. 

ly Mr. CESSNA: A petition of citizens 
of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, praying that 
belligerent rights may be granted to the Cubans. 

By Mr. COBURN: A petition for the relief 
of Isaac B. Raber. 

By Mr. COX: The petition of Amasa Walker, 


ki. & A. H. Batcheller & Co., and 70 others, | 


citizens of North Brookfield, Massachusetts, 
that coal should be free of duty to obtain 
cheaper fuel, light, steam, and iron. 

By Mr. ELDRIDGE: A petition of certain 
persons of the city of Milwaukee, in the State 
of Wisconsin, for increased pay. 

By Mr. FERRY: The petition of B. M. 
Hfutchinson, H. Hitchcock, and 102 others, of 
lonia county, Michigan, praying for the repeal 
of the duty on hides and leather. 

By Mr. FINKELNBURG: A petition of 
citizens of St. Louis county, for the establish- 
ment of a mail route from St. Louis to Fenton. 

By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: A petition 
of citizens of Ashtabula county, Ohio, asking 
a repeal of the duty on imported hides. 

By Mr. HOAG: The memorial of Mrs. 
Ann Holmes Allen, widow of Samuel Allen, 
deceased, for relief and arrears of pay, on 
account of services rendered by her late hus- 
band as a soldier of the war of 1812. 

By Mr. JULIAN: A petition of 103 citi- 
zens of Indiana, praying Congress to remit 
the duty on imported hides and to allow them 
to enter free. 

Also, a petition for equal suffrage, from 
citizens of the State of New York. 

By Mr. KERR: Certain papers in the appli- 
cationsof Mrs. Matilda Sullivan and Mrs. 
Ravenscroft, for pensions, on account of ser- 
vices rendered the Government by their respect- 
ive husbands during the late war. 

By Mr. LOGAN: The petition of H. P. 
Ingram and John H. Askins, for pay during a 
period when they were not mustered into the 
military service. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Illinois: A petition 
praying the establishment of a post route from 
Oakiey to Newburg, in Macon county, Illinois. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Ohio: The petition of 
David Lentz and 88 others, citizens of Monroe 
county, Ohio, for the repeal of the duty on 
foreign hides. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: The petition of Mrs. 
mma M. Moore, widow of senior Captain E. 
W. Moore, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. PAINE: The petition of E. P. Allis 
and 11 others, citizens of Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin, for the repeal of the duty on foreign hides. 

Also, the petition of H. A. Mead and 56 
others, residents of Walworth county, Wis- 





{| 


hides. 


| others, letter-carriers of Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin, for an increase of compensation. 
Also, the petition of Peter Van Vechten and 
85 others, citizens of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
for a repeal of the duty on foreign hides. 
| Also, the petition of K. Williams and 47 
others, citizens of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for 
| a repeal of the duty on foreign hides. 

Also, the petition of D. Fishbeck and 25 
others, citizens of Milwaukee, for a repeal of 
the duty on foreign hides. 

Also, the petition of Frank Morrison and 91 
others, citizens of Milwaukee county, Wiscon- 
sin, for a repeal of the duty on foreign hides. 
| By Mr. RANDALL: A petition of the clerks 
and employés of the Philadelphia post office, 
asking an increase of pay. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of James 
Belger, asking that he may be declared by law 
to be legally entitled to the position of a colonel 
and quartermaster of the United States, to- 
gether with the accompanying papers. 

By Mr. SCOFIELD: A communication 
from Dr. J. L. Stewart, of Erie, Pennsylvania, 





|, in relation to pension agents. 


Also, the petition of Mr. Charles Heale, in 
preferring his claim against the United States 
for the use of his patent armor for vessels. 

Also, a petition of citizens of New York city, 


in introducing any changes in the Navy service 
which may be fraught with injury to its dis- 
| cipline. 





By Mr. STARKWEATHER: The petition 
of Nancy Parkhurst, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth Copeland, for 
@ pension. 


nah, Georgia, to allow the importation of 
guano in foreign vessels. 

By Mr. STOKES: The petition of Mrs. S. 
Palmer, widow of R. H. Palmer, deceased, for 
pay for services rendered the United States 
Government as surgeon. 

Also, the petition of Elisha Cole, of Wilson 
county, Tennessee, a soldier of the war of 1812, 
for a pension. 

Also, a memorial for the improvement of 
the Tennessee river. 

By Mr. TILLMAN : A memorial from a por- 
tion of the citizens of Marshall county, Ten- 
nessee, asking that Congress relieve them from 
rebel rule. 

By Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of G. 
C. Miller and 52 others, praying that a pen- 
sion be granted to Mrs. Mary Red, widow of 
Andrew Red, deceased, late of the Ohio vol- 
unteers. 








IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, December 14, 1869. 


Rev. J. P. Newman, D. D., Chaplain to the 
Senate, offered the following prayer : 

O Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling-place 
in all generations. Before the mountains were 
brought forth or before Thou hadst formed the 
earth or the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting, Thou art God, olderthan the earth, 
older than the stars, older than the angels. 
Thou art God eternal and blessed forever more. 
But upon all things earthly is impressed the 
transient, and we deplore the sin which has 
doomed us to sorrow and to death. Empires 
pass away, and humanity, generation after 

eneration, is carried to the charnel-house of 
donate ages. We return Thee hearty thanks, 
gracious God, that, notwithstanding this gen- 
eral doom, the noble and the immortal part 
of man shall receive Thy benediction. We 
return Thee thanks for all that was great in 
intellect and noble in heart and philanthropic 
in life, for all that was patriotic and loyal in 
public services of him kei memory shall be 
commemorated to-day ; and grant that by this 
dispensation of Thy providence these Senators 


Also. a petition of 132 merchants of Savan- | 


if 


consin, for the repeal of the duty on foreign || 


| Also, the petition of Adolph Reichel and 16 | 


| 
| 


requesting great caution on the part of Congress || 1 C 
4 oe : f : | placed on the pension-roll ; which was referred 
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cai 


shall grow wise, that they may go lj 
die that their lives shall be their caleas a om 
in their death the people may rise up and = 
them blessed, and that God may ate 
His benediction upon their eternity. Re v8 
in Thy tender mercy those who were eterna 
dear to the departed. May they be infolded 
in the arms of Thine affection and protectio, 
Command Thy blessing upon Thy servant, {;, 
President of this Republic; upon Thy serya,, 
who presides here ; upon these Senators : y a 
all that are in authority, and upon the whe le 
nation, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. = 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Before the Jour. 
nal is read the Chair will state that at half past 
twelve o’clock the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
MorriLL] will announce the death of his pre. 
decessor. The Senate will come to order, yn, 
the Journal of yesterday will be read,’ 
Mr. DRAKE. I move that the reading of 
the Journal be dispensed with. ; 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The reading of 
the Journal can be dispensed with only }, 


| unanimous consent. Is there objection? “Th, 


Chair hearsnone. The reading of the Journg| 
will be dispensed with. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of ¢}j. 
zens of the county of Philadelphia, Penngy). 
vania, praying that the names of the surviving 


| soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812 and o} 


the widows of such as are deceased may je 


to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. VICKERS presented the petition of 
John D. Hister and thirteen others, citizens of 


| Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying that the 
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names of the surviving soldiers and sailors of 
the war of 1812 and of the widows of such as 
are deceased may be placed upon the pension. 
roll; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. SCOTT presented a petition of citizens 
of Philadelphia, praying that the names of the 
surviving soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812 
and of the widows of such as are deceased may 
be placed upon the pension-roll; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM presented the petition 
of Joseph Lanman, rear admiral United States 
Navy, praying that he may be allowed the dif: 
ference between the pay of commodore and that 
of rear admiral from the 8th of December, 1847, 
to the 14th of April, 1868; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. THURMAN. I present joint resolutions 
of the General Assembly of Ohio, in relation 
to the proposed fifteenth amendment of the 
Constitution. I ask that they may be read, laid 
on the table, and printed. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Joint resolution rejecting the proposed fifteenth 
constitutional amendment. 


Whereas the General Assembly has received official 
notification of the passage by both Houses of the 
Fortieth Congress of the United States of the fol- 
lowing proposition to amend the Constitution of the 


| United States, in the words following, to wit: 


“A resolution proposing an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

_** Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa 
tives, d:c.,(two thirds of both Houses concurring, ) That 
the following article be proposed to the Legislatures 
of the several States as an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States; which, when ratified by 
three fourths of said Legislatures, shal] be valid 4s 
part of the Constitution, namely: 


“* ARTICLE XV. 


“Section 1, The right of citizens of, the United 
States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States, or by any State, on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude. , 

‘Sec. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by proper legislation.” : : 

And whereas three fourths of the Legislatures 0! 
the States composing the United States are require: 
to give assent to the proposed amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States before it becomes 
part thereof; and whereas the people of Ohio, bY 
over fifty thousand majority, have rejected “negro 
suffrage :’’ Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the State of 
Ohio, That the Legislature ot this State hereby +f 
ject thesaid fifteenth article, proposed as an amend: 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, an 


1869. 
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, behalf of the State of Ohio refuses to ratify the 
cane. 
card a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolu- 


tion, pr 
the Uni 


‘, Congress, and to the Governors of each of the | 


States in the Union. : 
F. W. THORNHILL, 


thirty-seven 


Resolved, That the Governor be requested to for- | 


"! 


operly attested, to the Secretary of State of 
‘ted States, our Representatives and Senators 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. || 


-U. LEN, 


President of the Senate. | 


Passed May 4, 1869. 


| the city of Wilmington, in the State of North 


The resolutions were ordered to lie on the | 


table, and be printed. | 
Mr. HOWARD presented the petition of 


Hon. Ross Wilkins, judge of the district court | 


of the United States for the eastern district of 


Michigan, praying compensation for services || cre om en | 
Michigee ee Ge : || the United States and China and Japan; which 
|| was read twice by its title, referred to the || 


rendered the Government in ascertaining, 
adjusting, and settling claims to land, and per- 
forming other duties, in conformity with the 


actapproved May 28, 1830; which was referred 


to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HAMILTON presented the petition of 
H. R. de La Reintrie, late vice consul general 
of the United States at Havana, praying for 
relief in the settlement of his accounts ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of J. 
\. Robinson and others, citizens of New Cas- 
tle county, Delaware, praying that the names 
of the surviving soldiers and sailors of the war 
of 1812 and of the widows of such as are de- 
ceased may be placed upon the pension-roll ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. FERRY presented a petition of citizens 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying that 
the names of the surviving soldiers and sailors 
of the war of 1812, or their surviving repre- 
sentatives, may be placed on the pension-roll ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. CONKLING presented a petition of 
citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying 
that the names of the surviving soldiers and 
sailors of the war of 1812, or their surviving 
representatives, as the case may be, may be 
placed onthe pension-roll; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILSON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylva- 
nia, praying that the names of the surviving 
soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812, or 
their surviving representatives, may be placed 
upon the pension-roll; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a petition of 
citizens of Polk county, Oregon, praying for 
the establishment of a mail route from Amity, 
in Yamhill county, to Sheridan, in the same 
county; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


_Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom were referred two petitions 
of citizens of Massachusetts, praying that a 
reciprocity treaty may be made with the Domin- 
ion of Canada and the British North Ameri- 
can provinces in North America, asked to be 
discharged from their further consideration ; 
which was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DRAKE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
527) for the relief of William H. Murphy, of 
Farmington, Missouri; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Post 
roe and Post Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No, 328) making an appropriation for removing 
obstructions from the Bayou Teche, in the State 
of Louisiana; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 329) 








| to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, and 
| ordered to be printed. 


| lution (S. R. No. 76) extending the time for the 


| the death of the late Senator from Maine. 


| cupy the time of the Senate. 





| not now in his seat. 


| bill that I called up last evening. 


| from Maine [Mr. Morrity] will be in the 


tt 
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making an appropriation for repairing and fin- || ment, and touch our hearts with deepest sensi- 


ishing the custom-house at New Orleans; which | 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ABBOTT asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 330) to provide for a building to be 
used for a post office, revenue officers United 
States court-room, and for judicial officers in 


Carolina; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 331) 
to increase the mail steamship service between |, 


Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 332) | 
to fix the western terminus of the Pacific rail- 
road ; which was read twice by its title, referred 


Mr. DRAKE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 


completion of the Atlantic and Pacific railroad ; 





which was read twice by its title, referred to 


the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, and |, 
|| ordered to be printed. 


ABOLITION OF LAND OFFICES. 


Mr. TRUMBULL submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire whether the land officers in the 
States wherein there are now no public lands for 


sale may not be dispensed with, for the benefit of the 
public service. 


TAX ON DISTILLED SPIRITS. 
Mr. COLE submitted the following resolu- 





Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of imposing 
a tax of one dollar a gallon upon all distilled spirits, 
and also to inquire into the expediency of collecting 
the tax upon all distilled spirits by taxing thecapacity 
of the stills; and that the committee report by bill 
or otherwise. 


REDUCTION OF PENALTIES. 
Mr. HOWARD submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire and report whether it be not 
advisable to reduce the penalties mentioned in the 
internal revenue act of July 20, 1868. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The next busi- 


ness before the Senate will be the resolution 








offered by the Senator from Wisconsin [ Mr. 
CARPENTER] in regard to gun-boats built or 
contracted for in the United States on behalf 
of the Government of Spain. ‘That Senator is 


Mr. TRUMBULL. If there be no other | 
business I suggest that we proceed with the 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator | 
Chamber in a few minutes. The Chair stated 
to him privately that the morning-hour busi- 
ness was exhausted. Notice has been given 


that ut half past twelve o’ clock he will announce 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


I merely desire to oc- | 


DEATIT OF SENATOR FESSENDEN. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Mr. President, 
one who at your adjournment in April had in 
this Chamber become a familiar presence, a | 
prevading influence, comes not again at your 
reassembling in December. The dull toll of 
far-off bells, the visible emblems of mourning, 
public and private, have spoken of bereave- 





j 
| 


| steadiness of his purpose. 


bility. 

These swiftly-repeating vicissitudes in the 
personal destinies of those associated here; a 
consciousness of the numbers of the wise, the 

atriotic, the trusted who of late have departed 

ence—who come no more to these councils— 
oppress as with the weight of a common mis- 
fortune; and now a new absence at the roll-call 
to earthly duty inflicts a fresh pang of regret. 
A great public sorrow afflicts the people of 
my State, a sense of bereavement the nation. 
In especial sympathy with the common misfor- 
tune the Senate pauses to pay its tribute of 
respect to its eminent dead, the marked linea- 
ments of whose form and character are vivid 
still in the memory, who so lately stood here 
in his high office, in the prominence of native 


| gifts and of a rich and varied experience, chal- 


lenging the respect, the confidence, and the 
admiration of his countrymen. 

On the 8th day of September last, after a 
career preéminent in professional and public 
life beginning with his earliest aaakeale aud 
having been constantly associated with the 
courts, and officially in the public councils of 
the State and nation, at the zenith of his fame 
and in the full possession of his intellectual 
faculties, WiLLIAM Pirr l’essenDEN was called 
away from the scenes of earth. 

The public career of Mr. Fessenpen was 
not in any sense problematical; and in this 
presence a witness to so considerable a por- 
tion of it, and in its just prominence so inti- 


| mately associated with the great events of our 
| more recent history, analysis of it would seem 


to be quite needless; while properly to other 
hands and other occasions it may be left ade- 


| quately to portray those marked elements of 
|| his character from which sprang his public 


eminence. 

His years of activity were divided between 
public and professional life, to the latter of 
which in early years he consecrated himself 


tne sa avait | with singular fidelity, his passionate fondness 
tion for consideration : || for it remaining long after the exigencies of 


the public service had severed all practical 
connection with it. While the former was not 


| wholly uninterrupted and exclusive, it was suf- 


ficiently continuous and devoted for contact, 
connection, and familiarity with the politics 


| and public events of the day. 


Entering the Legislature of his State at 
twenty-six, he was returned at short intervals, 
was early a member of Congress, again in the 
Legislature, then advancing to this body, then 
briefly minister of State, and finally again in 
the Senate, where it may not unfitly be said 
his service was continuous from its first begin- 


| ning to its final close. 


His early advent into the Legislature of his 
State was noticeable for the concession of the 
party in power to his eloquence and acquire- 
ments, of positions of distinction and influence 
which by usage belonged to political friends, 
to riper years and larger experience. 

On his entrance into the national House of 
Representatives, himself among the youngest 
of its members, he at once participated in the 
important debates of that body, attracting 
notice as a graceful orator and skillful debater 
and for the comprehension and maturity of 
his opinions. 

His preéminent public career dates strictly 
from his entrance into this. body in 1854, as 
from this time he gave himself exclusively to 
his public duties. 

Simultaneously with his advent to the Senate 
arose in Congress that class of public questions 
which were calculated to test the temper of his 
affections, the tenacity of his opinions, and the 
Kansas- Nebraska, 
the stalking-horse of slavery, which under au 
affectation of defending the Constitution was 
to conceal the guilty purpose of subversion ot 
democratic republican institutions, afforded an 
opportunity for the exhibition of those powers 
of analysis, logic, and invective which have 
rarely been surpassed in any legislative body. 
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Here was audacious menace, significant hint 
to overt treason which was to follow; here 
were the first mutterings of the storm that was 
to burst upon the nation amid the convulsions 
of civil war. This audacious spirit of bad faith, 
usurpation, and oppression, leading an assault 


upon popular rights, could not fail to provoke | 


the intensest hostility in one, the very elements 

of whose being made him intolerant of every 

species of infidelity, violence, and cruelty. 
The effect here of his memorable speech on 


that occasion was electric, and contributed, it | 
may not be doubted, to swell the tide of pop- | 
ular indignation and resolution of the great | 


national uprising of 1856, followed in after years 
by memorable deeds in arms. 

Not aggressive in spirit, not an advanced 
radical reformer even, whatever may be said 
of his constitutional conservatism he was, by 
the native simplicity of his tastes, his education 
and habits of life, and, better still, by his en- 
lightened sense of justice and hatred of wrong, 
always the able and fearless advocate of civil 
and religious liberty. Republican institutions 
had no truer conservator and oppression no 
more determined and uncompromising oppo- 
nent than WiniiaM Prrr Fessenden. 

rom this time forward to the close his 
views were given upon most questions of im- 
portance, and his influence upon the legislation 
and policy of the country during its eventful 
struggle of civil war was conspicuous. Internal 


revenue, the currency, the banking system, | 


and finally reconstruction, all received the touch 
of his hand and the influence of his genius. 

In sentiment Mr. 'essenDEN was thoroughly 
anti-slavery. It was his inheritance, and 
through life he was faithful to it. In all the 


attempts of slavery for recognition and pro- | 


tection his opposition was inflexible. When 
to be anti-slavery was to be anti-American he 
was anti-slavery; when his party would com- 
promise, he dissented ; when repeal was de- 
manded in its interest, he protested; when, 
later, on the eve of rebellion, conference and 
concession were proposed, he would have no 
participation in it, and would yield no assent; 
and when war came for separation and inde- 
pendent slave power, he saw in it the nation’s 
opportunity ; and that initial measure for uni- 
versal emancipation—abolition of slavery in 
the national capitol—had his approval and 
support. The abolition of slavery here he 
declared was a measure that had ever been dear 
to his heart; and later on a kindred question 
he said, ‘*I tell the President from my place 
here as Senator, and [ tell the meaeenle of 
the Army, that they must reverse their practice 
of returning fugitive slaves who come within 
our lines.’’ 


The lineaments of Mr. Fessenpen’s char- | 
acter were marked and clear. He was endowed | 


with an acute understanding, lively sensibility, 
and intense personality and self-reliance. Pen- 
etration and insight eminently characterized his 
genius. He was through with his preparatory 
course, had graduated from college, studied his 
profession and entered upon its practice, and 


had gained distinction in the departments of | 
law and legislation at an age when most minds | 
are just beginning to contemplate their intri- | 


cacies and ascend their rugged steeps. 
here was next to nothing in his life, publie 


or private, which was factitious or artificial. | 


His professional suecess and his influence in 
State and national legislation were by no acci- 
dent, nor by the employment of adventitious 
supports, but by the inherent energy and force 
of his mental constitution. He was eminent 
in his profession, as in him were combined those 
intellectual faculties and mental habits which 
go to make the lawyer, the statesman, and the 
public administrator. Had he possessed more 
sentiment and imagination and greater enthu- 
siasm for the ideal it would doubtiess have 
increased his popularity, while it may be ques- 
tioned if his reliability as a citizen, his distine- 
tion as a lawyer, or his eminence as legislator 
would have been greater. 


Ww 


In him the intensely practical ever so asserted 


_ its preponderance over the ideal in action as 
' to present to superficial observance a lack of 


the finer sensibilities. He did nothing from 


| impulse, and on the most exciting occasions 


' could be cool and free from irrepressible rest- | 


lessness; but it was the calm of high resolve, 


persistent and tenacious in its triumph over | 


| passion and sentiment. He was nevertheless 
| susceptible to the gentler influences ; a most 





| 





| 





genial companion, gentle, tender, and affection- 


ate in his family, and had delight in the elegant 


arts—sculpture, painting, and poetry. 

Mr. FessenDEN was not atheorist; the visions 
of abstract speculation did not inspire him with 
confidence. He saw passing events as it were 
in the retrospect, and was little affected by the 
factitious circumstances and excitements of the 
moment. He was not especially deferential to 
the authority of precedent or tradition, nor 
readily attracted by novelties or specious pre- 
tenses of reform, and fearlessly applied to all 
propositions for his action or assent the rigor 
of his accustomed methods of induction and 
analysis. 

His character rested on a granite basis, and 
sustained the structure of a lofty public virtue 
and private integrity, while an inflexible per- 
sonal independence kept guard over the intel- 


lect and conscience, and challenged the advance | 


alike of friend and foe to this seat of his power 
and secret of his success. It would have been 
impossible for him, like his great namesake, 
the premier of George III, to recover office, to 
acquire or retain place or power by a conces- 
sion of his principles or of point of honor. 
No public man ever more heroically followed 
the leadership of his reason and judgment, and 
with a loftier disdain of inferior guidance. 
His mind and method were of the judicial 
order. He did not defer to the decision of the 
popular judgmentas the sum of political wisdom 
and the inevitable law of duty. His own and 
not the public sense was his rule of action asa 


Senator. He paid little court to the people, and | 


practiced no artifices and employed no gratui- 
ties to enlist them in his interests or purposes. 


And he did not sway the masses so much by | 


the sublimity of his sentiments as he inspired 
confidence and admiration by the dignity of 
his manners, the clearness of his understand- 
ing, and the purity of his life. 

That he possessed ambition was doubtless 
true, while equally true it was that he was free 
from all suspicion that his ambition had over- 
come hisjudgment or betrayed his public virtue. 
He had little ambition for mere power and less 
use for it. Patronage he did not covet or 
employ as a support; nor had the greed of 
- nor the desire of accumulation power over 
1im as a man, a citizen, or public servant. 

If excellence in oratory is to be determined 
by its instant effect, Mr. l'essENDEN was in this 
entitled to high rank. His style was clear and 
close ; his reasoning concise; his language sim- 

le and natural; his sarcasm keen and pungent. 
1is speeches were calculated and designed for 
present effect, and never seem to have been 
elaborated with a view to their appearance in 
print. 

Taken by no sudden impulse, poised in de- 
bate on his intellect and reason, he was never 
vehement, rarely yielding to strong emotions, 
and only when pressed by antagonism strongly 
assailing his convictions or impinging his per- 
sonal independence. On such occasions he 
exhibited the amplitude of his powers and the 
intensity of his nature. 

Skepticism and infidelity were foreign to his 
mental constitution. Thoughtful and sincere, 
with characteristic independence of creeds 
and traditions, his was a nature to feel the 
religious sentiment strongest as it dwells apart 
in the silence of the soul. In his recent touch- 
ing eulogy here of his cherished friend, with 
whom he had long been associated, are to be 
found utterances of his profound faith in God 
and of the Christian’s hope of endless and 
more exalted life. 


| 
' 


| 


| 





| 





| illustrate the annals of our times hi 


| there shines the luster of a gifted a: 











BE. December 14, 


Among the distinguished characters who shall 
assign WILLIAM Pirt Fessenpen a nae 
place. Through all his public life and Stitviee, 
iC le 
manhood, of a tried patriotism, and fe 
interested devotion to worthy ends and sion. 
A steady leader, a safe counselor, a pure oad 
considerate patriot, an eminent statesman. ; 
true man and friend has gone to his reward’ 

Mr. President, [ submit the following res 
lutions: 


Resolved, That the Senate receive with deep re 
get the announcement of the death of Wixtiaw P; m1 

BSSENDEN, late a member of this body. . 

Resolved, That the members of the Senate wi) 
manifest their respect for the memory of the deceased 
by wearing the usual badge of mourning.’ ; 

Resolved, That these proceedings be communicate) 
to the House of Representatives. 


Mr. SUMNER. A seat in this Chamber jg 
vacant. But this is a very inadequate expres. 
sion for the present occasion. Much more thay 
a seat is vacant. There is a void difficult to 
measure, as it will be difficult to fill. Always 
eminent from the beginning, Mr. Frsseyppy 
during these latter years became so large a part 
of the Senate that without him it seems to ho 
a different body. His guiding judgment, his 
ready power, his presence 80 conspicuous in 
debate, are gone, taking away from this Cham- 
ber that identity which it received so consider- 
ably from him. 

Of all the present Senate one only besides 
myself witnessed his entry into this Chamber, 
I can not forget it. He came in the midst of 
that terrible debate on the Kansas and Nebraska 
bill by which the country was convulsed to its 
center, and his arrival had the effect of a re- 
enforcement on a field of battle. Those who 
stood for Freedom then were few in numbers— 
not more than 14, while 37 Senators in solid 
column voted to break the faith originally 
are to Freedom and to overturn a time- 
1onored landmark, opening that vast Meso- 
potamian region to the curse of Slavery. ‘Those 
anxious days are with difficulty comprehended 
by a Senate where Freedom rules. One more 
in our small number was a sensible addition. 
We were no longer 14, but 15. His reputation 
at the bar, and his fame in the other House 
gave assurance which was promptly sustained. 
He did not wait, but at once entered into the 
debate with all those resources which after- 
wards became so famous. ‘The scene that 
ensued exhibited his readiness and courage. 
While saying that the people of the North were 
fatigued with the threat of disunion—that they 
considered it as ‘‘mere noise and nothing 
else,’’ he was interrupted by Mr. Butler, ot 
South Carolina, always ready to speak for 
Slavery, exclaiming, ‘‘If such sentiments as 
yours prevail [ want a dissolution right away’’— 
a characteristic intrusion doubly out of order— 
to which the new-comer rejoined, ‘‘ Do not 
delay it on my account; do not delay it on 
account of anybody at the North.’’ The effect 
was electric; but this incident was not alone. 
Douglas, Cass, and Butler interrupted only to 
be worsted by one who had just ridden into the 
lists. The feelings of the other side were ex- 
pressed by the Senator from South Carolina, 
who after one of the flashes of debate which he 
had provoked exclaimed: ‘* Very well, go on; 
Ihave no hope of you.’’ All this will be found 
in the Globe, precisely as I give it, but the 
Globe could not picture the exciting seene— 
the Senator from Maine erect, firm, immovable 
as a jutting promontory against which the 
waves of ocean tossed and broke in dissolving 
spray. There he stood. Not a Senator, lov- 
ing Freedom, who did not feel on that day that 
a champion had come. 

This scene, so brilliant in character, illus: 
trated’ Mr. Fessenpen’s long career in the 
Senate. All present were moved, while those 
at a distance were less affected. His speecl, 
which was argumentative, direct, and pungent, 
exerted more influence on those who heard it 
than on those who only read it, vindicating 
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ce as debater rather than orator. This 
‘lace he held to the end without a superior— 
without a peer. Nobody could match him in 
- nmediate and incisive reply. His words were 
cwift and sharp as a cimeter, or, borrowing 
an illustration from an opposite quarter, he 
“shot flying’? and with unerring aim. 
while this great talent secured for him always 
the first honors of debate, it was less import- 
ant with the country, which, except in rare 
nstauces, is more impressed by ideas and by 
those forms in which truth is manifest. 


his pla 


gwil 


But | 


The Senate has changed much from its ori- | 


vinal character, when, shortly after the forma- 
tion of the national Government, a Nova Scotia 


it 


|} remembered now. 


fire in the swiftness of the race. 


a 


If, on these | 


occasions, there were sparkles which fell where | 
they should not have fallen they cannot be | 


: Were he still among us, 
face to face, it were better to say, in the words 


of that earliest recorded reconciliation : 


| from error or frailty ? 


paper, while declaring that the habitsofthe peo- | 


ple here are very favorable to oratory, could 
cay: ** There is but one assembly in the whole 
range of the Federal Union in which oratory is 
deemed unnecessary, and, I believe, even ab- 
curd and obtrusive ; to wit, theSenate, or upper 
House of Congress. They are merely a deliber- 
ative meeting, in which every man delivers his 
concise opinion, one leg over the other, as they 


did in the First Congress, when an harangue || the grave of our departed brother some token 


(United States Gazette, || 


was a great rarity.’’ 
Philadelphia, Dec. 31, 1789.) Speech was, 
then, for business and immediate effect in the 
Chamber. Since then the transformation has 
proceeded—speech becoming constantly more 


important—until now, without neglect of busi- | 
ness, the Senate has become a center from | 


which to address the country. A seat here is 
a lofty pulpit with a mighty sounding-board, 
and the whole wide-spread people is the con- 
gregation. 

As Mr. Fessenpen rarely spoke except for 


business, what he said was restrained in its | 
influence, but it was most effective in this | 


Chamber. 
undisputed throne. 
austerest virtue, he was inaccessible to those 
tempations which in various forms beset the 
avenues of public life. Most faithfully and 
constantly did he watch the interests intrusted 
tohim. Here he wasa model. Holding the 
position of chairman of the Finance Commit- 
tee, while it yet had those double duties which 
are now divided between two important com- 
mittees, he became the guardian of the national 
Treasury, both in its receipts and its expendi- 


from it without his knowledge, and how truly 


Here was his empire and his | 
Of perfect integrity and || 


he discharged this immense trust all will attest. | 
Nothing. could leave the Treasury without | 


showing @ passport. 
more momentous from the magnitude of the 
transactions involved, for it was during the 
whole period of the war, when appropriations 
responded to loans and taxes—all being on a 
scale beyond precedent in the world’s history. 
On these questions, sometimes so sensitive and 
difficult and always so grave, his influence was 
beyond that of any other Senator and constantly 
swayed the Senate. All that our best generals 
were in arms he was in the financial field. 

Absorbed in his great duties and confined 
too much by the training of a profession which 
too often makes its follower slave where he is 
not master, he forgot sometimes that cham- 
pionship which shone so brightly when he first 
entered the Senate. [Il health came with its 
disturbing influence, and without any of the 
nature of Hamlet his conduct at times suggested 
those words by which Hamlet pictures the short- 
comings of life: 

“And thus the native hue of resolution 

Is sicklied o’er with the pale cast of thought; 

And enterprises of great pith and moment, 


With this regard, their currents turn awry, 
And lose the name of action.” 


Men are tempted by the talent which they 
possess, and he could not resist the impulse to 
employ, sometimes out of place, those extraor- 

inary powers which he commanded so easily. 
More penetrating than grasping, he easily 
pierced the argument of his opponent, and, 
once engaged, he yielded to the excitement 
of the moment and the joy of conflict. His 
words warmed, as the Olympic wheel caught 
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This service was the || Senate; and in controversies, whether with 





| virtue itself. 





** Let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blamed enough elsewhere, but strive 
In offices of love how we may lighten 
Each other’s burden in our share of woe.’ 


Error and frailty checker the life of man. | 


If this were not so earth would be heaven, for || 


what could add to the happiness of life free 
The Senator we mourn 
was human; but the error and frailty which 
belonged to him often took their color from 
On these he needs no silence ; 
even if the grave which is now closing over 
him o not refuse its echoes except to what is 
good. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. 


President, 


while | 


these last rites are taking place, even though | 
unsolicited, my feelings would not have allowed | 


the occasion to pass away without laying upon 


of my affection and regard; and though the 


|| flowers I bring are gathered by the wayside 


they represent a love and a respect no less 
sincere than those which have been more skill- 
fully selected and arranged for the occasion. 
Others have spoken, and truly, of the loss 
which the Senate and the nation have sustained 
in the death of Mr. Fessenpen. His clear 
intellect, quick perception, and incisive man- 
ner of speaking gave him great power in a 
legislative body, and when added to these are 
purity of character, spotless integrity, a high 
sense of honor, together with love of country 
and of liberty, you have the useful and accom- 
plished statesman, and such was Mr. Fessen- 
pEN. As a debater, engaged in the current 


business of legislation, the Senate has not had || 
No man could detect a | 
| sophistry, or perceive a scheme or a job quicker || 


his equal in my time. 


| than he, and none possessed the power to ex- | 





pose it more effectually. He was a practical, 


matter-of-fact man; in other words, a business | 


man, utterly abhorring all show, pretension, 
and humbug. 
pains-taking; punctual and attentive to busi- 


) s || ness, understood well the meaning of words, 
tures, so that nothing was added to it or taken || 


and was precise in their use. 

3eing a practical man he seldom if ever made 
what are called set speeches or orations. He 
never spoke except to the question before the 


political adversaries or in regard to current busi- 
ness, he had no superior in the body. 
recollect the estimate put upon Mr. I’essenpEN 
as a well-informed ready debater, when I first 
came to the Senate. At that time it consisted 
of sixty-two members, of whom only fifteen 
were Republicans. It was atime of high party 
excitement. ‘The mujority were domineering 


He was laborious, careful, and | 


I well | 





and often offensive to members of the minority. | 
They controlled the business of the Senate and || 


| could take their own time to assail minority | 


Senators or the views they entertained, and it | 


was not uncommon for members of the domi- 
nant party to go out of their way to seek con- 


troversies with and assail certain Senators in | 


the minority less practiced in debate than them- 
selves and over whom they supposed they could 
obtain some advantage ; but they neversought 
controversies with Mr. FessenpeNn, and when 
a debate did incidentally spring up between 
him and some political opponent i have not 


| forgotten how pleased and gratified his political 


associates were that the discussion was in the 


| hands of one so competent to maintain it on 


| their part. 


No political friend ever feared the result of a 
discussion of any kind in which Mr. F'essenpen 
was engaged. The period of his public services 


embraces the most important events which have | 
occurred in our nation’s history, and he was a | 


rominent actor in them all. Either as the 
ead of the Finance Committee of this body, 


| rebellion was crushed. 
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| principal part in originating, maturing, and 


giving practical effect to that financial policy 
which furnished the sinews by which the great 
Che war over, he took 


| a leading part in the difficult work of restoring 
order to a country torn asunder by four years 


| came with me. 


of remorseless civil war, and was especially 
conspicuous in those measures which we all 
trust are soon to bring into harmonious rela 
tions all the States of the Union. Asa public 
officer and a Senator he was scrupulously care 
ful of the interests and the honor of the Gov- 
ernment. So zealous was he in this respect, 


| and solittle patience had he with any attempt to 


take advantage of the Government, or with 
demagogism or shams of any kind, that some 
attributed to him an austerity and irritability 
which did not belongto himasa man. Itwas 
only as an official that he sometimes seemed 
hard and austere. As an individual in the 
private walks of life he was full of sympathy 
and kindnessand charity. When the sad tidings 
of his death flashed across the land its public 
men and we who were his associates were not 
the only ones who felt the shock, but it fell 
with still heavier force on many an obscure and 
lowly one who had enjoyed his favor and been 
the recipient of his unostentatious bounty. In 
the discharge of public duty he stood erect, 
unmoved alike by threats of vengeance or prom- 
ises of favor. In private life he was kind and 
gentle and obliging. 

But I did not rise so much to speak of the 
great abilities and noble traits of character 
which have made Mr. Fessenpen’s death to 
be felt as a national calamity as of the personal 
loss which I myself feel at his departure. Only 
three others are now left who were here when 
I came to the Senate, and there is but one who 
There has been no one here 


| since I came to whom I oftener went for coun- 


sel and whose opinions I have been accustomed 
more to respect than those of our departed 
friend. There were occasions during our four- 


| teen years’ service together when we differed 
| about minor matters and had controversies for 





the time unpleasant, but I never lost my respect 
for him nor do [ believe he ever did his for me. 
He was my friend, more closely perhaps the 
last year or two than ever before. Like other 


| Senators, I shall miss him in the daily transac- 


tions of this Chamber, and perhaps more than 
any other shall miss him as the one person 
from whom I most frequently sought advice. 
Iam not one of those, however, who believe 
that constitutional liberty, our free institutions, 
or the progress of the age depend upon any one 
individual. When the great and good Lincoln 
was stricken down I did not believe that the 


| Government would fail or liberty perish. 


Though his loss may have subjected the coun- 
try to many trials it would not otherwise have 
had, still our Government stands and liberty 
survives. 

Another has taken Mr. Fessenpen’s place ; 
others will soon occupy ours, to discharge their 
duties better perhaps than we have done, and 
he among us to-day will be fortunate indeed, 
if when his work on earth is done he shall 
leave behind him a life so pure and useful, a 
reputation so unsullied, a patriotism so ardent, 
and a statesmanship so conspicuous as WIL- 
LiAM Prirr Fessenpen. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, it is not 
with the expectation of adding anything to 
what has been said, but rather for the gratifi- 
cation of my own feelings, that I rise to add one 


| more tribute to the worth of our friend whose 


face we shall not again see with mortal eyes. 
His history has been recited by those who 


| knew him from his youth, his character has 


been depicted by those who loved him. Much 
of that history passed under our own observa 
tion; and all of that character was appreciated 
and admired by those who were associated with 
him in this body, and who, by general consent, 


accorded to him a place second to that of no 
or as Secretary of the Treasury, he took a |! man in it. 
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in rendering wy cordial assent to all that has 
been spoken in praise of Mr. Fessenpen | only 
repeat of him dead what I have said of him 
living. Jt is the general fortune of eminent 
public men to be greatly slandered in life and 
to be unduly eulogized in death. If Mr. Fes- 
SENDEN did not altogether escape the former, 
history will admit that even the high praise 
that has been pronounced upon him, to-day, is 
not exaggerated, is not the outpouring of per- 
sonal friendship, which seeks relief from its 
orrow in the extravagance of eulogy, but the 
deliberate jadgment which those who were long 
associated with him had formed of his charac 
ter. That judgment which is expressed in 
words, after his death, was expressed in acts 
during his life. The great weight which his 
counsels carried in this Chamber, the uniform 
respect paid to his opinions, and the conspic- 
uous positions assigned to him, all attest the 
estimation in which he was held. And this 
estimation was undoubtedly founded on real 
merit, for Mr. kessenpeEN had not the arts of 
popularity,and perhaps held in too light esteem 
those appliances of suavity which often cover 


pretension and superticialness, but by which | 


real merit does not sometimes disdain to 


trengthen itself. Hence he relied upon facts | 


tairly presented and upon arguments logically 
adduced for the success of a measure, and, 
when these failed, he did not resort to personal 
solicitations or individual persuasions. And 
as he did not make such appeals himself, so he 
did not yield to them when they came from 
others. I might recall to yousome remarkable 
instances in which he argued forthe convictions 
of his judgment against all the force of per- 
sonal solicitations, backed by his own sympa- 
thies. ‘This temper of mind, this intellectual 
couscientiousness, gave him, with superficial 
observers, the reputution of indifference to 
public opinion. 

But this reputation was not deserved. On 
the contrary, I think that he was sensitive to 
public opinion, and honest praise or censure 
ulfected him, perhaps, the more because he 


would not purchase the one or conciliate the | 


»ther by concessions that are generally regarded 
asvenial. l’orthat public opinion whichis man- 
ufactured to order he had great contempt, and 
flattery did notimpose upon him; even to honest 
but transient public opinion, founded on limited 
observation and shallow reasoning, Mr. Fes- 
sENDEN, L have sometimes thought, did not give 
the consideration that was due; for this is not 


to be overlooked, in shaping legislation, and | 
under free institutions, where political parties || 


are a necessity, statesmen cannot safely forget 
ihat they are also politicians, and that, working 
through the instrumentality of party, something 
inust be conceded to the strengthening of that 
varty which they hold to be identified with the 


vest interests of the country ; but genuine public | 
opinion, the sentiment of thinking men. the | 


deliberate judgment of the country, Mr. Fes- 
SENDEN held in profound respect, and although 
even to that he would not sacrifice his con- 
scientious gonvictions he differed from it cau- 
tiously sul autestantio 

By some, who knew him slightly, Mr. Fessen- 
DEN was regarded as a haughty man. ‘This he 
Was not, in any offensive sense of the word. He 
was graveand reserved ; uncommonly quick of 
apprehension, he was impatient of the some- 


tumes slower processes of other minds, and he || 


carried his intolerance of pretense and show 
to a fault—to a fault, because he sometimes 
confoun.ed these with what were only the 
harmless peculiarities or even the deliberate 
judgments of others; and whatever he might 
claim for the conclusions to which he had 
brought his mind, he assumed no superiority 
for himself, in reaching them. A truer, kinder 
heart beats in no living breast than that which 
now lies cold and pulseless. The universal 
affection in which he was held by those who 
sustained to him the relations of dependence 
ind subordination is the best proof of this. 

It is not given to men to achieve perfection ; 


else this would not bea state of discipline ; but 
of those elements which go towardsit few possess 
so many as did Mr. essenDEN, conspicuous 
less for the fleeting graces that adorn a char- 
acter than for the solid virtues that dignify and 
enuoble it; with small portion of the manner 


which the great and the little make alike put | 


on, with much of the qualities that only the 
great and the good possess. 

He will long be held in grateful and affec- 
tionate remembrance, for his masculine and 
vigorous intellect, for his pure and honest states- 
manship, for his careful and exactaequirement, 
for the independence which nothing could 


shake, for the integrity which nothing could || 


corrupt; and, underlying all, for that sound 


common sense, that intellectual as wellas moral | A 
| company of Mr. Fessenpen. 


rectitude, upon which, as upon a basis of endur- 
ing granite, rose the beautiful superstructure 
of his character. 

How often, Mr. President, during the troub- 


we felt to invoke the spirits of the mighty dead 
and to call upon the Fathers of the Republic, 
that they would absent them ‘* from felicity 
awhile,’’ and leaving the mansions of eternal 
rest, mingle once more in the contests of earthly 
|| affairs, and teach us how to preserve the insti- 
tutions which their wisdom and patriotism had 
established. Aud when, turning from the un- 
answering dead to the living present, we have 
looked to those who were wisest in council, 
firmest in purpose, and purest in heart, never 


did we fail to recognize among them him whom || 


we now lament. And it seems to us that he is 
taken from us at atime when he is most needed, 
when the questions are impending that he best 
| could grapple, when the problems are presented 
that he best could solve. We look around for 


those who shall fill his place. But thereisOne | 


| who doeth all things well. In the order of His 
a itis not permitted for any place 
ong to remain vacant, whomever He takes 


is left. So it was with Douglas, so it was with 


| Collamer, so it was with Ioot, so it was with | 


‘| Lineoln. So it will be with Fessenden. And 
| so, Mr. President—long distant be the day— 
| will it be with you and with others, our wisest 
| and our best. Men die, but their words are lett 

| on record, their works remain, their example 


survives. He who has made a record like that | 
which we are now reviewing, he who has | 


achieved a character like that which we now 
|| hold up to the youth of America, may well say, 
when the supreme hour arrives— 


‘Non omnis moriar, multaque pars mei 
Vitabit Libitanam.’ 


was in many respects a model Senator and 


tivated and matured his mental faculties, and 
to the consideration of every public question 
upon which he was called to act he brought a 
| careful, enlightened, and independent judg- 
ment. Official association of more than ordi- 
nary intimacy enabled me to observe and appre- 
ciate those qualities of his character which too 
often distinguish the ideal from the actual Sen- 
ator. Of these the most striking, that which 


| : ; 
1 statesman. Kducation and experience had cul- | 
| 


lous and perilous times during which you and | 
| have been associated in the public councils, | 
how often when clouds settled darkest upon us | 
and dangers gathered thickest around us, have || 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, Wriuu1aM | 
Pirr Fessenven, though not without his faults, || 





December | t. 


unreasonable or unjust; and I have seen | 

writhe with pain at the deiivery of speeche. 
here whose fallacies and false conclusio, 
though obvious to him, were plausible ev 


° » enoug 
to impose upon the ignorant or misk 


au th 


| unreflecting populace. Deep down in hij. , 


ture was implanted an instinctive resistay... , 
the smiles of flattery as well as the frow). ” 
disfavor, and by either he was as immoy,),) 


_as the mountain cliff whose rugged brow «, 


_ counters the sunshine and the storm with en, 
| indifference. Arising from one’s intereour. 





_with some men of irreproachable charac, 


there isa doubt as to the solidity of their mo). 
structure, a fear that in some unhappy momen: 
temptation may overpower them; but no sy. 
doubts or fears obtruded themselves into ;), 


Perfect faith in his integrity not only ne 
sessed all those who approached him, but {;, 
his presence there proceeded the perfect assy, 
ance that he was as much beyond the reac), 9; 
corruption as the polished steel is beyond the 
reach of that rust which fastens itself upon the 
softer and baser metals. While calumny w;:! 
its thousand tongues discussed the proceeding. 


| in this body upon the trial of the late Pre. 


| dent, there was none so wicked or malicious 





| as to whisper that Mr. Fessenpen’s motive. 


upon that occasion were subject to sordid infly. 
ences. Many questioned the legality and co; 
rectness of his opinion; many were deeply 
pained at his vote; but there was that in hi, 
solid and noble character that made it impos. 
sible to suppose that his convictions were no: 
as pure in origin as they were fearless in ex. 
pression. Some men whose public and officia 
acts admit of no question allow themselves ¢; 
be drawn into various irregularities and impur 
ities of private life; but he was as free from 
dissipation and all its affiliated vices as he was 


| free from contact with any scheme of plunder 


ing or fraudulent legislation. Much is sail 
about the corruption of Congress, a thousani 
times more than is true; but be that as it may, 


| it will be a great consolation to the family ai! 


away, He raises up others to fill the void that || 


friends of the departed Senator that throug 


all the seductions and temptations of a | 


and varied political life he came down to |i: 
grave full of years and fall of honors, a pur 
and honest man. 

Intellectually Mr. FeEssENDEN was among t 
foremost men of the country. Putting aside 
the discussion upon the slavery question, | 
which the preéminence without dispute belong: 
to another, he towered in mind among tlios 


' around him like Saul in form among his coun 


|| gave tone and complexion to the others, was | 


| his utter repugnance to every form of indirec- 
| tion and deceit, and his profound contempt tor 
all the arts and appliances of the demagogue. 


_trymen. While admitting his titie to this dis 


tinction, candor compels me to say that upon 
any noveland exciting question where the road 
to success seemed to lie through the chances 


| of recklessness and temerity he did not possess 


the requisite qualifications for a great parlia- 
mentary leader. He believed that caution wa: 
the parent of safety. He was so careful not to 
do wrong that sometimes he seemed afraid t 
do right. Allthat there was akin to cowardice 


| in the nature of Mr. FEssENDEN is indicated by 


Shakspeare, when he says that— 
“Conscience makes cowards of us all.”’ 

Prudence is not unfrequently mistaken for 
timidity, and it is hard to tell where one ends 
and the other begins; but that the deceased 
should be described as a prudent rather thav 
a timid man is evidenced by the fact that as to 
any untried experiment in legislation while he 


| thought little of himself he was much concernet 


| Conscious of the rectitude of his own purposes, || 


| . e : . 
||} and confident in the correctness of his own 


| views, popular clamor was to him as the breath | 


| of an idle wind, and-to argue that a proposed 
|| policy which he believed to be wrong would 


| please the people was to employ the weakest | 


| of means to influence his sturdy judgment. 
| Nothing seemed to disturb him more than an 
| effort to carry through the Senate for partisan 

ends some measure which he conceived to be 


about its effect upon the safety and happiness 
of the people or the honor and peace of the 
country. One feature of the senatorial career 
of Mr. Fessenpen deserves especial mention, 
and that is, he never indulged in any thing 0! 
asensational nature. He had no taste for legis 
lative pyrotechnics. He had no ambition to 
do something simply to attract attention or to 
excitecomment. All that he said and did was 


_ statesman-like and business-like, and looked to 


1} 
i 


some useful result. I may add, too, that he 
did not pretend to know everything or discuss 
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er id : 
If, [R6Y. 
seen | fore the Senate. Famili: 
epry question betore the Senate. amiliar 
SHeer} yell . , S > 
peech | thoroughly conversant with most of the 
clus 0 l s > / 


ag ding subjects of debate, particularly those 
oe ting to finance, he spoke as to them only 


} 
} 2 
Slead ¢ eiae 


- , - peaking. There was no parade, pomposity, 
oo S r tinsel about his speeches. Irench was his 
mova aversion, and in my hearing he never made a 
brow ; Latin or poetical quotation. Greece and Rome 
ith equ. ie left with his college exercises in the classic || 
serconrs, hades of Bowdoin. Plain, simple, and unaf- 
basacs, fected in mannerand habit, so he was in speech, | 
eir mors and his style was as pure and transparent as 
PmMomen: the water of a New England brook. W hen 
a \Ir. FeSSENDEN arose to address the Senate it 
into + will not be irreverent to say that so far as the 
subject under discussion was concerned he was 
sire zenerally able to say, “* Let there be light, and || 
but fro there Was light. , ' 
ict eenny Clearness of expression more than anything 
reach o| else distinguished his speeches, so that the | 
yond the ideas presented instead of the words in which 
upon thy ihey were clothed filled the mind of the hearer. 
ony wit One of the justices of the Supreme Court told 
ceeding me that many years ago he was associated with 
s Pear Mr. I’esseNDEN in the trial of a cause. Accord- 
talicious ing to agreement the judge was to argue the law, 
motives for which he made elaborate preparation, and | 
lid infy the late Senator was to state the facts. Mr. 
and cor 'ESSENDEN made his statement, after which the | 
deenly court said that nothing further was necessary | 
t in hic on that side of the case. So clear, condensed, 
impos and convincing was his presentation of the facts 
vere n that no room was left for argument. As a 
8 in ex lebater our departed friend had few equals. 
1 officis Logic, sarcasm, and ridicule were employed as 
alae ts circumstances seemed to require. He ana- 
| impui 5 zed and dissipated an adverse argument. 
ee from Clearness, vigor, and acuteness characterized 
sienna his discourses. Saladin s sword was not sharper | 
slander than his intellect. ‘lo describe him in the pro- 
ise miscuous debates of this body I would borrow 
semennd the language of Tennyson : 


sit mat **When one would aim an arrow fair, 

a ’ But send it slackly from the string, 
AMY anid And one would pierce an outer ring, 
throug And one an inner, here and there, 
a) And last the master bowman, he 
Would cleave the mark,” 


' ow Common sense and a practical view of 
a things were the noticeable features of Mr. 
saiions ESSENDEN’S statesmanship. Poets, orators, 
sani and philosophers may rise to eminence by the 
ton. j display of a brilliant or eccentric genius, but 
alas 2 no man can be a wise and safe statesman with- 
mori out a large endowment of common sense, or, 
cian in other words, of that clearness and compre- 
big dis hension of mind which enables him to form 
t upo correct judgments. Theories and abstractions 
whee have been and are the bane of the Republic, 
wane and the less a man charged with public affairs 
possess has to do with them the better for the country. 
parlia Right and wrong, as applied to political affairs, 
maul are oftentimes relative and not absolute terms. 
dane ts lo-day a policy may be right and the circum- 
raid ti stances of the people to be affected by it may 
sebdien wholly change, and then it may be wrong. So 
aad he thought Mr. 'essenpEn. F'ree from all uto- 
' pian ideas, he acted upon men and things as 

he found them, not as they might or ought to 

be; and his action carefully looked to the 

en for interests and welfare of all concerned. Some 
c — have said, with more or less truth, that he was 
Site conservative. No doubt he had some rever- 
: ore ence for time-honored things. He loved, like 
‘le he uae lawyers, to walk in the ancient ways ; 
ied 1e ad no pleasure in the work of destruc- 
on Mong he believed in letting well enough alone; 
f the _ after all, the records of Congress will show 
aes that he was a friend to all these great modern 
ie ene in Government that have redeemed 
oro " purified the Republic. There wasa grace 
legis: of modesty about the deportment of Mr. Fes- 
aie th SENDEN. He had none of the ‘‘I am Sir Ora- 
xt a way about him. Nor had he any of that 
+ wien offensive dogmatism which age sometimes arro- 
sell t0 ons to itself, though he was frequently em- 
a the patie and severe in the statement of his views. 
diane ¢ had no ambition to appear to be more than 


he was. Among those who depend upon news- 





“van there was & manifest propriety in his | 
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papers for information he did not pass current 


| at his real value. 


Keenly alive to any breath upon the purity 
of his character, he took no pains to cultivate 
notoriety. His reputation was tue product of 


| no hot-bed appliances, but slowly and noise- 


| at times is true. 





| guished Senators, now gone. 





lessly it grew strong and high, like the tall 
pines of his native State, whose heads revel 
proudly in highest winds of heaven. No little 
was said in the lifetime of our friend about the 
infirmity of his temper. That he was irritable 
That he suffered much from 
physical debility is also true. He was a nerv- 
ous and high-strung man. He was compelled 
to struggle for self-control. Charity, however, 
and a consciousness of our own imperfections 
should draw a veil over this slight defect in 
one otherwise so good; and whatever his foibles 
were jn this respect it can only be said of him 
that ‘‘ he but stumbled in the path we have in 
weakness trod.”’ ‘l'o show more of this let me 
state that I was a member of two committees 
of which he was chairman, and once only did 
his anger break out in hasty words toward me. 
Believing ‘‘ that a friend should bear his friend’ s 
infirmities ’’ 1 did not notice the matter; but 
in a few moments he came and in the kindest 
and most apologetic manner expressed his 
deep regret at the unpleasant occurrence. 
While I knew the deceased he displayed little 
fondness for society. He rather shrank from 
the fashionable gatherings and gayeties of the 
capital. He was not so easy of approach as 
some less agreeable to meet. There was a 
dignity in his bearing that repressed familiar- 
ity. His intimate associates were few, but to 
these he seemed strongly attached. Fawning 
and flattery were foreign to his nature. Those 
who conceived a dislike for him found their 
own reasons for a change of feeling. With 
much of truth it may be said of him that he 
was— 
‘* Lofty and sour to those who loved him not, 
But to those men that sought him sweet as summer.” 
When the last session of Congress adjourned 
in the seats nearest to mine sat two distin- 
One is dead, 
and the other is in foreign lands seeking for 
health. Similar in many respects, they were 
the devoted friends of each other and triends 
of mine. While I am paying this humble trib- 
ute to the memory of the one whom death has 
taken I would not forget the other and older 
friend stricken and away. Unhappily for the 
country his public life is ended, and the State 
that he so long represented here will be fortu- 
nate indeed if it finds another equal in intelli- 
gence, integrity, and power to occupy his place 
in this body. When the sun of a bright day 
declines below the horizon a softened radiance 
lingers among the shadows of approaching 
night, and so it is when a good man goes down 
from a high position in the world to his resting- 
place in the grave. Streaming behind him is the 
effulgence of an exalted character to illumine 
the way for others and to lighten and soothe the 
sorrows of bereavement. Where the departed 
statesman lived and died the bells have tolled 
their farewell peals ; the pall, the hearse, and 
the funeral procession have passed and gone. 
‘Ashes to ashes and dust to dust’ have 
been spoken, and to her maternal bosom the 
earth has folded his mortal remains; and now 
we, his fellow-Senators, have met in this Cham- 
ber, where his person and voice were once so 
familiar, to celebrate the closing scenes. This 
is the last of ceremony. Bowing our heads to 
the will of Providence, and striving to shun his 
few faults and emulate his many virtues to the 
affection of those who loved him, to the grati- 
tude of a country he served long and well, and 
to the safe-keeping of impartial history, with 
faith and pride we commit the memory and 
fame of Witiiam Pirr Fessenven. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. President, 
in this body, so comparatively few in numbers, 
the sudden death of any member is sure to be 
felt, but when one of the ripest and most ex- 
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perienced of its members is taken away, to 
return no more forever, each one of us counts 
the nation’s loss as his own personal bereave 

ment. The golden counsel, the enlightened 
guidance, commended by long years of daily 
association and by numberless acts of brother|y 
kindness, henceforth is to live only in ou 

memory and speak only in the records of the 
past. Our country has lost in the death of Mr. 
I°ESSENDEN one of its wisest statesmen; and 
after fifteen years of cordial intercourse and 
most iriendly relations, public and private, m) 
heart would reproach me if I failed to avow 
that I have lost a trusted friend, or refrained 
from attempting a brief tribute to his memory. 
The measures with which | had most to do in 
the other House brought me early and con 

stantly into close relations with the late Sen 

ator, then on the Committee on Finance, where 
he succeeded Mr. Hunter, a very able and pains 
taking legislator; and having also boarded with 
him ior several sessions of Congress at the 
same table, 1 came to know, and therefore, 
although not always in entire sympathy with 
nis views, to appreciate him highly. ButI shall 
barely sketch two or three points, without 
attempting any complete analysis, of his life 
and character. 

That he had large capacity and a sagacious 
judgment the whole country gratefully acknow}- 
edges, and as a public servant no purer uor 
more incorruptible man, as | am persuaded, 
ever came within the walls of the Capitol. No 

' unlawful gain swelled his estate or swayed his 
opinions. Inthe rage of fiercest political con- 
flicts no breath of suspicion has ever assailed 
his integrity or dimmed the brightness of his 
honor. Neither gain nor personal aggrandize- 
ment had any power to bend his lofty inde- 
pendence. It is not to be believed that he 
could have been induced to vary his political 
principles a hair’s breadth, or to abandon any 
cherished opinion, for even the highest pinnacle 
of ambition our Government affords—a tempta- 
tion which sometimes proves fatal to the suc 
cessful career of public men; and for those who 
trimmed or accommodated their position to win 
the stand-point of popular availability he could 
not conceal profound disgust. 

It seemed to have been his sole ambition t 
be an American Senator not inferior in dig 
nity and virtue to the best Roman model, and 
few have so eminently and so usefully adorned 
the station or have met ‘‘ the inevitable hour’ 
with a more spotless reputation. 

tarely do we behold a man of such positive 
traits of character, moving always with such 
courageous and independent action, who was 
at the same time so thoroughly modest, as the 
late Senator FessenpeN. While it must be 
admitted that as a debater he had no superio: 
in the Senate, his appearance in debate was 
never heralded in advance by any note of prep 
aration, nor was he eager to discover and ap 
propriate the silent but unmistakable approva! 
which usually follows successful argument in 
theSenate. He was not apetty skirmisher, but 
gave his views from a broad and comprehensive 
stand-point. From long holding a leading po- 
sition here, he was a frequent, though not an 
obtrusive speaker, neither courting nor shun- 
ning debate, and never seemed to feel that it 
was necessary to his reputation for him to 
mingle in every question that came up for dis- 
cussion ; for he conceded to others the power of 
saying all that was necessary to be said, and 
when that had been said he was even irritated 
by a furtherconsumption of time inany quarter. 
He made no speeches for distribution or for his 
State, except so far as his State was an integral 
part of the nation. His great aim was to for- 
ward the business immediately before tl: 
Senate, especially such business as he had in 
charge, not often by a long and what is termed 
an exhaustive speech upon all the collateral 
relations of the subject, but he addressed him- 
self mainly and with much energy to the point 
where he thought, after all, the whole ques- 
| tion hinged, and the admirable swiftness and 
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lucidity with which he did this work evinced that 
the minor points were not concealed from his 
view, though below his ambition to present. 
Yet when it became his duty, from his position 
in the Senate or from his place on committees, 
to lead or close a debate upon any important 
question, then he showed his general mastery 
of affairs, and proved himself competent to 


handle the gravest issues, whether involving | 


constitutional topics, finance, economy, peace 
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to the country, and these victories were slowly 
and hardly to be won from those whose con- 


sidarable successes had whetted the appetite for | 
|; more. 


President Lineoln tendered the office 
to Senator Fessenpenx, who hesitated long, 


| fearing as the difficulties surrounding the office 
/ were so much more formidable than was gen- 


or war; and all that he needed, whether spring- || 
ing from a fresh glimpse of the subject or drawn || 


from the storehouse of his memory, appeared 
instantly ready for his use. 


Studious of facts, guilty of no nonsense, rev- | 


erent to the highest principles of liberty and 
republican policy, cogent and severely logical 
inargument, his speeches were ilwaysa marked 
feature in any debate ; and if he encountered 
any opposition that might seem to check his 


career there was often a sharpness and point 
in his rejoiners that caused him to be dreaded, 


as for any scores so received he could not con- | 


tentedly long sit in arrears. Holding the for- 
midable power of sarcasm within his compressed 
lips it would sometimes escape in sport—guite 
as often in bitter earnest. ‘This pungency in 
debate involved him in conflicts, not infre- 
quently with his dearest friends, but they forgave 
him as he forgave them, and he never withheld 
n generous tribute to the real merits of even 
those with whom he was least in accord, being 
fastidiously observant not to forego praise in 
such directions, lest perhaps he should be 
guilty of injustice. 

When he spoke, with nerves as firm and 
elastic as a Damascus blade, he bore himseif 
proudly and with graceful ease, always choosing 
language the most simple, chaste, and fluent to 
express his meaning; and few beholding his 


imperial bearing would have suspected his | 


sensitive and retiring nature, or that something 
of nervous soreness and prostration followed 
his every effort. He sought no felicity of 
phraseology,except a direct and plump expres- 
sion of his meaning. lor grandiloquent ora- 
tory he had no taste, but of that manly, unaf- 
fected speech which is thoroughly in earnest to 
joree conviction upon the hearers he was a 
consummate master. There was equal energy 
in his thought and manner of delivery, but it is 
aot likely that he ever sought eloquence of any 
description, or if he did he must have sought 
the kind so welldeseribed by Bolingbroke when 
he said: 

“ Eloquence must flow like a stream that is fed by 
an abundant spring, and not spout forth a little 
frothy stream on some gaudy day and remain dry for 
the rest of the year.” 

‘Those who were invited to his home found 
him hospitable, cordial, and wonderfully fas- 
cinating in manner and conversation, as he was 
« brilliant talker, often speaking with humor, 
and far more ready to unload his memory and 
) 


display his learning, love of poetry, anecdote, | 
and literary resources at his own fireside than | 
He made friends | 


in any more public theater. 
and watched their history and welfare with 
tenderest care, not for the selfish purpose of 


ubordinating them to his private advantage, | 
hut because he found an appropriate place for | 


them in his heart, and there they dwelt forever, 
un no peril of being displaced by other new- 
‘ound tenants, Fitted to shine in society, he 
yet generally avoided it, to the deep regret of 
those who knew him best and loved him most, 
as they felt that he would have been more 
widely beloved had he been less of a recluse. 


{be circumstances under which Mr. Frssen- | 
DEN was called to the Treasury Department | 


upon the resignation of Secretary Chase will 
not soon be forgotten. 
were required at once; the postponed requisi- 
tions lying in wait were enormous, and the 
credit of the country seemed to be sinking be- 
neath the heavy load. The premium on gold 
was doubled and Government paper became 
almost valueless. General distrust pervaded 
all financial circles. Nothing but victories in 
the field promised any support or consolation 


Large sums of money | 


erally supposed that he should fail to meet the 
full expectations of the people, while he was 
conscious that personally he had everything to 
lose and nothing to gain by leaving the Senate; 
yet the urgency of his associates here on both 
sides of the Chamber, and the hardly less poten- 
tial voice of the press throughout the country, 
seldoin summoning small men for great vacan- 


cies, at length secured his acceptance of the | 


position. ‘lhe public had confidence in the 


man and his sterling integrity, and it was this || 
confidence which enabled him to carry the | 


Treasury safely through one of the most gloomy 
periods in the history of the late rebellion. He 


appealed to the people for a loan and they re- | 


sponded with unprecedented liberality. He 


| nursed the national banks and ceased to inun- | 
| date the country with legal-tender currency. | 


Public credit | 


The premium on gold receded. 
was reéstablished. ‘Ihe Secretary had justified 


the confidence of the public; but only intending | 


to hold the position temporarily, in less than a 


| year he tendered his resignation in order to 
| accept his place in the Senate, to which Maine, 

| with becoming State pride in one of her most 
| distinguished sons, had again promptly returned 
| him. 


The administration of the ‘Treasury Depart- 


| ment was too brief to afford any opportunity 











| belonged, (and he coul 


for the display of new and original financial 
plans, and the Secretary, if he had any such 
plans, which may be questioned, did not aim 


/ at brilliant theories when practical wisdom, 


enconomy, and integrity would through daily 


| use serve the country better. 


‘The acceptance by Senator I'essenDEN of the 
Treasury Department was based upon a prin- 
ciple deeply imbedded in his nature. 


fulness had been unquestioned to a new and 


| untried field to which he had never had any 


aspirations, and where even great ability and 
the utmost devotion might not command suc- 
cess ; but his principle was *‘ that even his name 
among men should be of little account when 


weighed in the balance against the welfare of | 
the people,’’ and hisadministration ina critical | 
emergency proved wise and safe, fully deserving | 


a liberal recognition now as it is sure to receive 
hereafter. 


‘The most conspicuous instance of Mr. Fes- || 
| SENDEN’S obstinate adherence to the principle 


already referred to was on the late impeach- 
ment trial, and was elaborately enunciated two 
years earlier in his fine eulogy upon the death 
of Senator loot, whom he loved tenderly and 
tenderly lamented, where, after referring to all 
that a faithful Senator will have to encounter, 
he said: 

“All this, if he would retain his integrity, he must 
learn to bear unmoved and walk steadily onward in 
the path of public duty, sustained only by the reflec- 
tion that time may do him justice, or if not, that his 
individual hopes and aspirations and even his name 
among men should be of little account to him when 
weighed in the balance against the welfare of the 
people, of whose destiny he is the constituted guard- 
ian and defender.”’ 

ry fe 

I'wo years after these words were uttered 
he practically showed his willingness to brave 
aes opinion, and if need be to sacrifice 
himself, by voting for the acquittal of the Presi- 
dent. ‘That he shocked the public judgment 
of his State, or of the en party to which he 

belong to no other, ) is 
undeniable; but however mistaken his views 
were thought to have been by those of us 
who reached other and different conclusions 
upon the same evidence, I am not aware that 
the integrity of his motives was ever impugned 
by any of his peers. He probably would never 


have asked forgiveness for this act, but time 
gently wears away some of the asperities of 
political life, and his people, having little else 


He felt | 
that he was called from a station where his use- | 
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|| to forgive, would in this case most likely 
|| granted him absolution. 7 
| He was the natural and courageous ene, 
|| of all political quacks and quackery, Wa 
|| Addison he might have said : ; = 
| “Believe who will the solemn sham, not J.” 
No measure not resting on the solid foyyq 
ations of reason and public policy obtaing. 
his support. He snuffed pretenders and pre- 
tenses afar off and drove them ignominjoy¢) 
from his presence. Even though a friend o,. 
inflated with a bubble, the bubble was none t| ‘ 
less sure by him to be remorselessly price; 
He espoused no cause until his judgment wa, 
convinced, and this he guarded with scrupuloy 
care against all false weights. Intensely No, 
England in thought, as well as in form gy, 
feature, yet his whole record might in yajy },. 
searched for a sectional vote or a sentimon: 
which might not fairly belong to any libers! 
minded statesman. 

It is well known that the late rebellion was 
the sequence of a conspiracy gotten up in this 
Capitol, based upon the idea that the Nort) 
would not fight and that peaceable secessioy 
was practically safe and easy. But one of tho 
conspirators, then serving in the Senate wit) 
Mr. IessenpeN, did not conceal his Opinion 
from his midnight associates that the strajg\ 
and slender Senator from Maine was as muc}; 
to be feared as any other man in the Senate. 
Mr. F'rssenpEN was slow to believe that the 
Government would be forced to resort to the 
rigors of actual war; he could not think ¢) 
South would dare to bray the institution 9 
slavery in such a mortar; but when the tim 
came, his resolution and courage fully justi 
fied the apprehension of the incipient rebel, 
Though the capital of our country trembled 
from the shock he was neither confused nor 
terrified. 

No legislator labored more zealously or more 
efliciently for the preservation of his country, 
| and at the close of the war his ‘ report from 
the committee of fifteen on reconstruction’ 
will jong rank as a masterly production ani 
find its place among the ablest State papers | 
the nation. 

If he had his faults it will be fortunate { 
those ofus who may be charged with less, and 
| let us then bear willing testimony to those pr 
eminent gifts and traits of character the memory 
of which must now swell the common fame of 
our country and be handed down as a legacy t 
posterity. The praise of to-day will not ly 
| inconsiderately bestowed, because it justly 
| belongs to exalted merit and worth. 

We miss a true friend, a manly foe, a wise 
and useful legislator! We miss an American 
Senator who was warm in hisaffections for his 
country and always zealous of its honor! 


Mr. CATTELL. Mr. President, if I were 
to take counsel of my judgment rather than 
of my feelings I am sure | should remain a 
| silent listener throughout these mournful cere- 
| monies; for I cannot hope to add anything 
to the eloquent and impressive words which 
have fallen from the lips of those who have 
preceded me; nor will any words of mine add 
| to the justly high estimate which the people o! 
this country have formed of the talents, patriot: 
| ism, and eminent services of the distinguished 
| statesman whose loss we mourn. 

But I should do vioience to the promptings 
of my heart if I failed on this occasion to offer 
my tribute of respect and affection to the mem: 
ory of my departed friend. 

It is no part of my purpose to attempt any 
delineation of the character of Mr. I'esseNnDE’, 
or to speak of the eminent services he has ren- 
dered to the country on this floor and else 
where in the most critical period of our nation s 
history. His colleague and others have fitly 
spoken of his public career, and it may safely 
| be left for the pen of the historian to complete 
| the record. My purpose is a more simple and 
grateful one. I bring from the garden of the 
| heart afew fresh, modest flowers, dripping with 
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»» dew of affection, to cast upon the grave of 
ded friend I loved. v2 4 
“Me. PESSENDEN was my friend. Whenthree 

-« ago 1 came to this Chamber, fresh from 

-. busy Walks of a stirring commercial life 

‘hich alforded little time for the careful study 
¢ public affairs, a stranger to most of the 
vembers of the body, unfamiliar with the 

ms of legislation, deeply impressed with 

» responsibilities of my new position, and 
trustful of my ability to do justice to my 
cate, he took me by the hand, addressed to 
, generous words of encouragement, gave 
» his confidence, and honored me with his 
iendship, and with all the kindness, delicacy, 
d affection of an elder brother he continued 

the end to be my constant counselor and 
eadfast friend. 

At the very outset of my senatorial career 
. was kind enough to express a wish to have 
e placed on the l‘inance Committee, of which 
.was then chairman ; a position which as a 
ew member I had no right to expect, buta 
wpliment I fully appreciated. I‘or more 
an two years it has been my privilege to oc- 
py a seat by his side in this Chamber, kindly 
vited thereto by himself. I had therefore 
e advantage of enjoying to a large extent his 
illiant and instructive conversation on sub- 
tsof public interest, andalso ample oppor- 
nity to study the characteristics of his mind 
nd heart in the unrestricted social intercourse 

vhiech such proximity naturally begets between 
ends. 

Mr. President, Wiiuram P. FessenpDex was 
n honest man; and, sir, 

‘An honest man is the noblest work of God.” 
He was the truest man to his convictions | 
iveever known. He had that combination of 
ialities which alone can make a great states- 

nan—a clear head and a pure heart coupled 
tha firm willand a determined spirit. More- 
er, | can bear testimony that he was a man of 
: finest sensibilities, the most tender-hearted 
laffectionate of men. I speak of this because 
fear in some quarters he was not in this re- 
ect fully understood. In the heat and fervor 
current off-hand debate, wherein I think 
: was without a rival in this Chamber, his 
en, sharp, incisive style and earnest manner 
uld sometimes wound an opponent. But he 
re malice toward none, and I think it may 
: truthfully said of him, as he said of the 
imented Senator Foot, ‘‘ Impulsive and ardent 
ntemperament, he was generous and forgiving. 
if injury excited him to anger, it was a gen- 
rous anger which could hardly outlive the 
‘easion and perished of itself if left alone.’’ 
But I forbear. I rose only to speak of him 
;my friend. I was on the far-off shores of 
the Pacific when the telegraph brought to that 
listant point the account of Mr. F'essenpEn’s 
xtreme illness. In common with other mem- 
vers of this body then in California I watched 


with intense anxiety the daily bulletin from his | 


home by the shores of the Atlantic; and if 
ever there went up to Heaven from my heart of 
hearts an earnest ejaculation, it was that God 
would spare his life. 

_ But it was otherwise ordered. The bolt has 
‘allen ; and while we sorrow for the loss of the 
patriot, statesman, and friend, it becomes us to 
‘ow submissively to the will of Him ‘‘who 
doeth all things well.’? Mr. President, there 
are Others here who have known Mr. FeEssen- 
»eN longer than I have, who have shared with 
iim for long years the duties and responsibil- 
ies of publie life; others who respected him 
u his life, enjoyed his friendship, and now 
‘ament his death. But no one in this Cham- 
er lam sure will more deeply feel the void 
reated by his death, or miss his companion- 
‘hip morethan I, My heart sinks within me at 


friendly relations on earth. It only remains 


Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. President, we have 
not rested to-day trom the ordinary routine of 


7 


legislation to exhibit a simulated sorrow or to | 
enact an empty pageant at the grave of our | 


fallen associate. The Senate is oppressed with 
an abiding sense of its bereavement, and with 
the painful thought that one of the wisest of its 
councilors will never again return to partici- 
pate in its deliberations. 

We all respected and those who knew him in- 
timately loved, Wittiam Pirr Fessenpen. He 
was sometimes tempted into sharp controversies 
in the arena of debate, for his convictions were 
profound, his emotional nature quick, and a sar- 
casm sharper than a Damascus blade was ready 
at his command. It is natural and pardonable 
that a trained master in the art of advocacy and 
defense should enter the lists and fight valiantly 
when either an old friend or a cherished meas- 
ure is attacked. 

‘* We, we have seen the intellectual race 

Of giants stund like Titans face to face ; 
Athos and Ida with a dashing sea 

Of eloquence between, which flowed all free, 
\s the deep billows of the Adgean roar 
Betwixtthe Hellenic and the Phrygian shore.”’ 

The wounds he inflicted were given without 
malice, though they were sometimes deep and 
painful; but his antagonists were noble, and 
their animosities are now all buried in his grave. 
He was not a politician, but an incorruptible 
statesman, and our bereavement is therefore 
a national loss. 

Baptized into the name of England’s greatest 


minister he seems to have been dedicated from | 


the cradle to public affairs, He was born at 
Boscawen, New Hampshire, on the 16th of 
October, 1806, within a few miles of the birth- 
place of Mr. Webster, the life-long friend of 
his father. Once I heard Mr. Fessenpen speak 
modestly but gratefully of the kindly and foster- 
ing interest which the great statesman bestowed 
upon himself as a child and in the opening years 
of his manhood. In the same conversation he 
referred with regret to the vote which he had 
felt compelled to give in the presidential con- 
vention of 1852. 
Mr. I'essenpen had opened the balloting by 


Mr Webster, when told that | 


casting the vote of Maine for General Scott | 


rather than himself, after a painful pause 
replied, referring to the sentiments of his 
father, ‘‘ Well, Witu1am Pirr Fessenpen has 
come to his inheritance earlier than I antici- 
pated.’’ It implied an act of ingratitude, and 


was carried in sorrow not in anger to the grave, | 


as his vote had violated his personal feeling to 
express the will of his State. 

Mr. FrssenpeN had an exquisitely sensitive 
nature, which vibrated to the slightest touch ; 


| and his affection, especially his love of kindred 
and friends, was as deep and tender as a wo- | 


man’s. ‘The endearing terms of respect and 
love in which he was wont to speak of his father 


| in the closing years of his life were touching 


and beautiful in the extreme; and we who 


| were present shall never forget the moistened 


‘he thought that I shall no more hear his kindly | 


morning salutation, no more look into his 
Classic face, no more feel the warm pressure 
of his hand. All this is gone, and gone for- 
‘ver; but I shall hold in perpetual and grate- 
‘ul remembrance the pleasant memories of our 


eye, the quivering lip, and the stifled utterance 
with which he spoke of his sons, living and 
dead, on the solitary occasion when he rose 
herein his own defense against what he deemed 


an unjust imputation of an undue exertion of | 


influence in their behalf. 
He had little taste, I apprehend, for formal 
dinner parties and the empty show and plati- 


| tudes of general society ; but an evening among 


his friends was a medicine to his public cares 
and a pleasure to his heart which he gladly 
welcomed. He did not covet a wide circle of 
intimates, but followed the precept of Polonius : 


“The friends thou hast, and their adoption tried, 
Grapple them to thy soul with hooks of steel.” 


He was charitable and considerate toward | 


his friends, and never humiliated or cast off 
even the humblest by patronizing or domineer- 
ing them. 
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—— life and the precarious health of 
for me to say, farewell, kind friend, farewell. | 


1is later years. He had learned to husband 
the time and strength which too many give to 
pleasure for the discharge of high and grave 


| public trusts. 


The remarkable intellectual gifts of this dis- 
tinguished man were an inheritance from both 


his parents, who were persons of unusual men- 


tal vigor; but they had been strengthened by 
long and close application. I once expressed 
to him my surprise that he so rarely supported 
his speeches by reference to legal authorities. 
His reply was that he had been a close student 
of law while in the practice for twenty years, 
and if his matured opinions could not stand 
upon their own merits they were not worth 
supporting. 

But his restless mental activity swept beyond 
the limits of professional study into the fields of 
history and generab literature. With a fear 
bordering upon a morbid dread of pedantry 
he ordinarily concealed his literary attain- 
ments ; but sometimes in the seclusion of his 
chamber he would rehearse a poem with such 
pathos and tender appreciation of its beauties 
as to surprise and entrance the privileged lis- 
tener. Once upon such an occasion when 
asked why he did not oftener draw illustration 
and ornament from the classic authors he ex- 
pressed a feeling approaching contempt for 


| the practice of interlarding forensic efforts at 


measured intervals with borrowed seraps of 
poetry. The solid masonry of argument is 
weakened by an attempt to build into it the 
cunning workmanship of rhetoric, and original 
poverty of style can only be enriched by a men- 
tal digestion and appropriation of the best in- 
tellectual products of the past. Anignoramus 
may ape the learning of an Erasmus, and a 
clown wear the glittering robe of Sophocles or 
Milton, but the quick sense of unlettered men 
even will penetrate their disguises. Mr. Fes- 
SENDEN’S honest hate of all such false pre- 
tenses was so intense as to deprive him in a 
measure, I apprehend, of his unquestioned 
rights as a scholar. 

[ leave the task of analyzing his mental con- 
stitution and political career to others who 
knew him longer and will speak moreat length ; 
but I eannot refrain from alluding to what 
seemed to me a marked peculiarity of his mind. 
While there was nothing petty or technical in 


| its processes, while the grasp of his intellect 


was large and comprehensive, his most strik- 
ing characteristic was a marvelous power of 
analysis. He was an accomplished logician, 
and would have excelled as a metaphysician. 
The nature and minutest relation of every ques- 
tion seemed to come to him by an instanta- 
neousintuition. How often we have seen him 
blast some fine theory by a single word as 
potent as the spear of Ithuriel! 

He had a habit of resolving every proposi- 
tion into its elements, and then of testing them 
by the application of first principles ; and such 
was his command of his faculties that he could 


| enter upon and pursue these mental operations 


in the whirling eddy of affairs and in the midst 
of the most boisterous debate. He had the rare 
faculty of withdrawing from the outward and 


| objective into the calm retreats of the reason, 


1 doubt not his social habits were modified || 


somewhat by the studious habits of his early !! in oral speech. 


where he would fabricate in undisturbed seclu- 
sion the close argument which he would lawneh 
forth in an unlooked-for discussion, all fresh 
and glowing from the burning forge withim. 

A stranger might not detect his purpose, but 
one who knew him well could prognosticate 
from his expressive face a coming speech with 
the certainty of assurance. When up he asked 
no quarter and resorted to no arts te estab 
lish his cause; never substitated his personal 
authority for logic, but appealed always to t) 
reason and conscience of the Senate. 

Mr. Fessexpen’s written efforts exhibited 
the same grasp of thought and terseness of 
expression which we find in his spoken ad- 


|| dresses, though it is evident he had not the 


same facility in composition which he possedsed 
The memorable report of the 
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joint Committee on Reconstruction, written 
by him, will hereafter be second to no public 
document relating to that most important 
period in the history of our national legisla- 
tion. It presents the condition of affairs and 
the questions at issue in a form so clear and 
compact, and enforces the duty of Congress 
with arguments so apt and cogent, that it has 
since had the force of a political creed to the 
dominant party on the subject of reconstruc- 
tion. In this as in every public act with which 
his name is connected he favors the largest 
liberty which the conditions of society will 
allow. His education, his reason, his sympa- 
thies, and all the instincts of his noble nature 
rebelled against every form of human oppres- 
sion. 

He was sometimes conservative where his 
political associates demanded reformation, but 
it was only when convinced that legislation 
would react against the purity and permanence 
of the Republic or to the detriment of his 
countrymen. His large experience and great 
familiarity with the history of Governments 
sometimes doubtless induced hesitation where 
one less instructed by the experience of the 
past would have moved forward upon an un- 
obstructed path amazed and indignant at the 
scruples of the statesman. Possibly the com- 
prebensiveness of his views and a habit of 
thoroughly and carefully considering subjects 
in all their aspects dulled the ‘‘ native hue of 
his resolution’? and measurably unfitted him 
to bea leader in revolutionary times. He was 
never swept off his feet by the force of his in- 
dignation against some solitary outrage ; never 


concentrated his gaze so intensely upon some | 


single good as to lose sight of the general wel- 
fare of the country in its related interests as an 
entirety. 


service more intelligence, a purer patriotism, 
or a loftier public virtue. 


Of the last hours of this distinguished man I | 


know but little. Ieared and educated in a 
neighboring State, New Hampshire claims only 
the honor of his birth. His public labors and 
great fame are of the treasures of the whole 
country; but with pride his native State enrolls 
his high among the imperishable names which 
she has given to the Republic and to mankind. 


Mr. DAVIS. 


Mr. President, I first saw | 


Wirturam Prirr FEssenpEN in the summer of | 
1837. Mr. Webster had been invited by his | 


admirers of Kentucky to visit that State, and 


, one of the friends who accompanied him was | 


' the young FessENnDEN. 


The great Senator 
presented him to our people as his protégé, 
and as a young man of ability who had already 


| given high promise of future distinction and 


usefulness to his country, and Mr. Clay and | 


his friends received him with all the consider- 


ation and courtesy due to his rising merits | 
and the generous indorsement of bis illus- | 


trious friend and patron. The warm greeting | 


of the people of Kentucky and the witching 
hospitalities of Ashland made a lasting im- 
pression upon Mr. FEessenpen. 

Mr. Webster had been previously made by 


'him his political leader and instructor, and | 
from that visit he fully associated Mr. Clay; | 


and he proved himself one of the ablest and 


| most faithful of their disciples, firmly held the 


' respect and confidence of both to the end of | 


He seemed equally informed and equaily in- || 


terested in the foreign and domestic affairs of 


| political principles and 


the Government, in its social and political poli- || 


ties, and in its questions of labor and of capital. | 


Inall the long and eventful period over which 


his public life extended, though connected inti- | 


mately with every great measure which passed 
this body, his integrity and Se were 
never questioned. Bitter an 


vote upon the august trial of the President of 
the United States, no Senator doubted that 
WitLiamM Pirr I’essenpeEN acted from a sense 
of duty in view of the facts and the law as they 
presented themselves to hisapprehension. By 


what mental process he could reach the conelu- | 


sion he did was then, is now, amystery to many 


who had battled by his side in the long agony | 


of the great rebellion and who now cherish his 
memory with fraternal love. 
consider with what infinite pain his sensitive 
and loving nature must have rolled the bitter- 
ness of that defeat upon his life-long supporters 
and party friends, when we recall the calm and 
quiet naturalness and self-poise with which he 
moved in and out before us while intense ex- 
citement rolled around this Hall and deep 
anathemas hung in the air above him, we must 
acknowledge that there was no self-seeking, no 
hollow ambition in thatact, but only invincible 


courage and the manliest political virtue. Ido | 


not approve his vote, but am compelled to com- 
mend the spirit of self-renunciation with which 
it was given. That was of the very essence of 
the loftiest public morality. 

_One who knew him intimately as an asso- 
ciate upon this floor, and himself an invalid in 
a foreign land, writes these expressive words : 

“Hie was the highest-toned man I ever knew; the 
purest man I ever knew in public life, and the ablest 
public man of my day.”’ 

It does not fall, sir, within the scope of my 
purpose to compare Mr. Frssennen with other 
Senators who have passed to their great in- 
heritance of fame from this arena of legislation. 
Some havecommanded more wealth and splen- 
dor of rhetoric; others have held the Senate 
in the spell of a more powerful and fascinating 
eloquence; but none have given to the public 


widespread as | 
was the disappointment which attended his | 


But when we | 





aS 


| play of passion and fire. 


their lives, and in his career fully responded 
to the high estimate and hopes which they so 
early formed of him. 

[ first met Mr. Fessenpen in the House of 
Representatives at the December session of 
1841, and there served with him through the 
T'wenty-Seventh Congress. A community of 
olicy and of admira- 


tion and friendship for Mr. Clay brought Mr. | 
FrsSENDEN and myself into close and frequent | 
We often interchanged views upon | 


contact. 





political and miscellaneous subjects, and we | 


formed and cherished mutually sentiments of 
respect and friendship. He was not only a 
young man of eminent ability and attainments, 


but he was warm-hearted, frank, sincere, true, 


honorable, and eminently conscientious. His 
health was then good, and he was always bright 
and genial; sometimes he showed the lambent 
He was an especial 
favorite of Mr. Clay and the Kentucky dele- 
gations of both Houses; they were proud that 


the distant northeast had sent to Congress a | 


friend and follower of their great leader, him- 
self of such rare merit. That leader and all the 
members of those delegations but three—Un- 


derwood and Andrews and Davis—were borne | 


to their graves before Fessenpen. He held 
firmly the true and high regard of those who 
went before and of those who follow him. 

Mr. Frssenpen brought to the study of our 
Constitution and system of government a vig- 
orous and discriminating intellect, an exalted 
conscientiousness and moral sense, a pure and 
fervid patriotism, and great physical and moral 
courage; and he learned and comprehended 
and maintained their truth, principles, and 
philosophy. He knew and realized that ours 
was a Government of written language, of pro- 
visions, of practical principles, and not of 


abstract ideas; that it was formed by the | 
States and the people of the States delegating | 


by a written Constitution to a ae reg to be 
organized and chosen for the United States 
some enumerated powers of government, and 


retaining to themselves all others; and that | 


the powers thus organized were divided into 
legislative, executive, and judicial, and each 
class of them vested in a separate and coiirdi- 
nate body of magistracy, intended and framed 


to be checks upon each other, and each to — 
guard and defend the integrity of the Consti- | 


tution and the liberties of the people against 
the other departments and all assailants. He 
knew that the powers of the Government could 
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nded by 
arms, or war, or conquest, but only by 4), 


authority and in the mode prescribed by tl 
Constitution itself; that all the powers of 
Government which the people of the United 
States intended to embody and to be exere;... 


as , rCised 
they had divided by the Constitution } : 


etwee, 
and the 
ereignty 
Govery 


several States; and that political soy 
did not appertain to either of those 


| ments, or to all of them, but to the people only 


That the powers of the Government conferred 
upon it by the Constitution and the acts o; 


Congress in conformity to it were the supreme 


| law of the land; but all other powers, autho». 


ity, and laws were of the reserved sovereigns, 
ot the people of the several States. Mr, Pp. 
SENDEN’S reading of the Constitution and polit 
ical philosophy clearly taught him that ¢);, 
Government of the United States is built Upor 
the States and their governments partly, and 
their continuance is necessary to its EXistence 
and operation; that it might cease to act, }y 
dissolved, or abolished, and they remain coy. 
pletely organized and administered. 

After the insurrection had broken out j) 
such grand and threatening proportions th: 
absorbing object of Mr. FessenpEn became ty 
be its suppression and the holding of all the 
States together, fas aut nefas, under the gaye 
Government. He was sincerely and strony\, 
attached to the union of the States for tho 
great and common good which it brought ) 
them all, but its paramount importance to his 
own State and section made that sentimey: 
with him an intense passion. ‘Their remote 
position and natural poverty and weakness wer, 
such that a disruption of the Union would hay, 
been to them one of the greatest calamities: 
and he firmly resolved that if he could preven: 
itthey should not be left out in the cold north 
east. He therefore gave his earnest suppor 
to all the measures of Lincoln’s administratic 
for the suppression of the rebellion. Lis 
excited apprehensions were continually utter 
ing to his soul and sense the strong languag 
of the day, ‘‘ the life of the nation has be 
assailed with tremendous forces, and by all |ay 
it has every right of defense and sel{-preser 
vation.’’ Such was the view which Mir. | 
SENDEN took of this mighty national throe. 

But with him the war upon the part of the 
Government and the adhering people of th 
United States was not and could not becomes 
war of subjugation, of conquest, or of the 
demolition of the States whose people ha! 
risen in rebellion, but was war only to suppress 
insurgents and rebels and to uphold and ex 
force the authority and laws of the Unite! 
States; and when those ends were secured 
guilty leaders and individuals might be visited 
with personal punishment for violations of law, 
but the war could no longer be legitimately 
continued for any purpose whatever. Mr. l'es- 
SENDEN voted in the most solemn form ior 
these propositions: 

‘That the present deplorable civil war has }een 
forced upon the country by the disunionists of tu 
southern States now in revolt against the Constitu- 
tion and Government, and in arms around thie ea) 
ital; that in this national emergency Congress, a 
ishing all feelings of mere passion or resentmen 
will recollect only its duty to the whole count 
that the war is not waged upon our part in any spiri' 
of oppression, nor for any purpose of conquest 0° 
subjugation, nor purpose of overthrowing or inte! 
fering with the rights or established institutions 0 
those States; but todefend and maintain thesupre™ 
acy of the Constitution and to preserve the Union 
with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the sev- 
eral States unimpaired ; that as soon as these objec! 
are accomplished the war ought to cease.” 

These noble words breathe the very spirit 0! 
our constitutional form of government, an¢ 
the deep, truthful, and earnest spirit of Mr. 
TeSSENDEN, at least, meant all they express. 
He knew that the Government of the United 
States had no power under any state of things 
to abolish a State or its government, or to take 
any action upon the assumption or hypothes's 
of such destruction. He understood clearly 
that it was the duty of the United States 
Government to uphold, defend, and preserve 


the 
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, States and their governments as parts of its 
wn essential machinery; and if his conserva- 


n eco 
a ae have swept over the country, and as 
passed away the governments of the United 
sates and every State would spontaneously, 
iy the vivite of our system, have resumed their 
proper positions and relations ; and peace, 
\rder, prosperity, and liberty would soon have 
lessed again the whole land. 


[he statesmanship of Mr. FEsSENDEN was | 


»ore moderate and virtuous, wiser and more | 


pagiotic, than that propounded by the mount- | 
, faction of Congress and the country, and | 


all 


which his party slowly accepted. 


As the contest raged with varying fortune || 
he passions of the people became stirred to | 
Men of weak under- | 


-heir profoundest depths. 
standings, of violent and wild passions, of at- 
‘ractive but mischievous theories, of selfish 
and sinister purposes, threw themselves every- 
where in the lead and called for the extremest 
measures. The maddened people listened to 
them, accepted their leadership, were fascin- 
ated by their diabolical counsels; and after 
that people had put down the rebellion those 
architects of revolution and ruin, still holding 
‘he country under their spell, inaugurated their 
wild work. 

‘The time had come for passion to give place 
to reason; when the voice of reason must be 
potential to save our constitutional form of 
vovernment. Mr. FessenpeNn and other men 
entertaining similar views vainly sought that 
hearing, even in the Senate Chamber. The 


spirits of revolution and ruin, here at first few, | 


ontinued to growin numbers and audacity as 


uot only to silence Mr. FEssENDEN and his | 
small band of associated conservative Repub- || 
icans, but ultimately to hitch them onto their | 


triumphal car and to drag them along in their 
lestructive career, even to support the over- 
hrow of our Constitution and form of govern- 


ment by what is called the reconstruction acts | 


of Congress. Mr. FessENDEN clearly saw the 
abyss before him ; he was to separate from and 
irn upon his party or take the fatal leap; 
ufortunately for his own pure and enduring 
‘ame and for his country, he accepted the latter. 
But Mr. Fessenpen’s conservatism and devo- 
tion to the Constitution led him into many 
struggles with the excesses of his party and its 
more reckless leaders. No party man ever 
lissented oftener or more essentially from his 
party or rebuked with more ireful but manly 
scorn its arrogant leaders who abused its trust 
iu the promotion of their own selfish purposes 
\o the detriment of the country. His separa- 
tion from them on the impeachment of the late 
President is a grand testimony in support of 
his correct comprehension of the Constitution, 
of his true statesmanship, of his stern sense of 
duty, his great moral firmness, and his exalted 
patriotism. ‘The muse of history will write this 
chapter of his life in characters that will never 
fade ; it will be a more imperishable monument 
than marble or brass, and upon it will be in- 
scribed, ‘* The ablest and purest statesman of 
New England in his day and generation.’’ 


Mr. VICKERS. 
tened with melancholy interest to the recital 
of the prominent traits in the character and 


history of a deceased Senator and to the elo- | 


Mr. President, I have lis- || jus it p 
| this great responsibility, and unworthy of a place 
|, among honorable men, if for any fear of public rep- 


to him in debate with more than ordinary at- 


|| tention. To me he appeared in some sense the 
- -e. constitutional, and enlightened statesman- | 
‘ id have prevailed, the storm of civil || 


the Nestorofthe Senate. His grave and thought- 
ful brow and dignified mien produced senti- 
ments of veneration, while his words made a 
deep impression. More than once I privately 
appealed to him to speak more audibly, for on 


| my side of the Chamber we desired to distinctly 
He told me that his | 


hear and understand him. 
habit was acquired in the old Senate Chamber, 
where any one could be heard without difficulty. 

I consider it no disparagement to Senators 
to say that he was one of the mostaccomplished 
and logical debaters among us. He was also, 
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what is more rare, a good listener, and did not | 


often occupy the floor. It was only upon occa- 


sions of importance that he rose toa discussion, | 
and when he finished the debate frequently was | 


virtually ended; the strong points were seized 


| andanalyzed, and when they had passed through 





|| the crucible of his understanding the pure metal 


was easily discerned. Although I differed with 
him on some subjects of national moment, yet 


or his patriotism. The materials which a life 


| in the nation’s service had enabled him to col- 
| leet he had an aptness and facility in using | 
| which gave him great advantage in discussion. | 
| His efforts had the appearance of fluency and 


ease, while his command of appropriate ex- 


pressions impressed the minds of his hearers | 
His style was not ornate || 


with his great ability. 
or diffuse, but he possessed the power of con- 
centration and force as well as of classical 
taste, that outweighed the metaphorical and 
beautiful. If true eloquence consists in great 
will, great courage, great intellect,and the power 


that controls the judgment, then he was an | 


orator of the first class; or if to be worth much 
speech must begin like a river, and flow and 


|| widen and deepen until the end, he possessed 


|| 
1} 





quent eulogies that have been pronounced upon | 


him. Those who knew him best, had served 


longer with him in publie life, and enjoyed | 


more intimately his social communion, can 
more fully appreciate his public character and 
intellectual and moral worth. My acquaintance 
with him was recent and limited, and my 
Opportunities less, of forming a correct esti- 
mate of his ability and merits; but his long 
and eminent career in the public service and 
is conceded talents made a favorable im- 
pression upon my mind long before my in- 
duction into public life. After my admission 
into this body I marked his course and listened 


| 


| that attribute also. 


| lation of my oath 
| words of Lord Elden, I take no notice of what is | 


warmed by the subject and circumstances, he 
spoke with an animation and cogency which 
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But he has left us. When I last saw him he 


| Was in apparent health, and filled his place 


| an exalted tribute to his memory. 


On some occasions, being || 





exhibited his higher powers of argumentative | 
eloquence, though ordinarily Homer’s descrip- | 


tially applied : 
‘But when he speaks what elocution flows, 
Soft as the fleeces of descending snows. 
It may be said of him what was once remarked 
of a distinguished French orator, that he said 


through the shoals which beset him on every 
side, not only without going to wreck, but 
without ever running aground. In aword, he 
was an experienced and wise statesman, an 


eloquent and methodical debater, with powers || 


of reasoning rarely equaled or excelled. 


| tion of the oratory of Ulysses might be par- | 


| just what he meant to say, and like an expert || 
| navigator he steered his words and his ideas 


| when I considered his education, section, habits || 
| and associations, I could not doubt his sincerity | 


and performed his duties with his accustomed 
fidelity. A few short months brought us the 
telegraphic information that he was sick, ill, 
dead! Upon my mind it fell like an electric 
shock, and I could scarzely realize its sadnesy 
and solemnity. The Bible informs us that 
some ‘‘ shall die like men and fall like one of 
the princes.’" He has veritied it, for a great 
man has fallen, and Winuiam Pirr Fessenpen 
sleeps with his fathers ; but his usefulness and 
reputation survive, and the historian will pay 
Let us be 
admonished, Senators, that we, too, are frail 
and mortal and may soon be called to pay the 
same debt of our common nature; that we 
owe high duties to the State, those of charity 
and forbearance to each other, and a respons- 
ibility to the great Ruler of the Universe, for 
the faithful discharge of every public and 
private duty. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, the truthful 
and appropriate words which have been spoken 
by Senators in honor and memory of my de- 
ceased colleague have left but little to be 
added. So full and generous have been their 
expressions of his distinguished ability, his 
services in the councils of the nation, and his 


| high moral worth, that necessity would seem 


to require no word from me; but duty and 
inclination impel me to pay a brief but sincere 
tribute to his memory and hisworth. That he 


| has been thus apprometed by the Senators with 


whom he served is gratifying to the people of 
the State he represented, which State he so 
highly honored, as it had honored him, and 
doubly gratifying will it be to his family, rela- 
tives, and friends who shared most intimately 


| his confidence and friendship, and who most 


deeply feel and mourn his loss. 
My estimate of my late colleague has been 


| formed by long years of association with him. 





On a momentous and memorable occasion 


he uttered sentiments which, like jewels of bril- 


liancy and value, will be treasured by the vir- | 


| tuous and the patriotic, and were worthy of the 


fathers of the Republic. He said: 


**A desire to be consistent would not excuse a vio- 
to do impartial justice. In the 


passing out of doors, because I am supposed _ consti- 
tutionally not to be acquainted withit; und I should 
consider myself undeserving the confidence of that 


just and intelligent people who imposed upon me | 


robation and for the sake of securing popular favor | 
I should disregard the convictions of my judgment | 


and my conscience.”’ 


These declarations were worthy of a Roman 
senator in the palmiest days of the republic; 
they are eminently worthy of an American Sen- 
ator and jurist, and indicate the sterling worth 
and purity of the man. No prouder monu- 
ment need be erected to his fame. 
and decision under the trying circumstances 
reminded me of the reply of the noble Duke 
of Somerset to James II of Kngland, who had 
told him that he was above the law and would 
make him fear him: ‘* Your Majesty may be 


His firmness | 


above the law, but I am not, and while I obey | 


the law I fear nothing.’’ 


I was a student at law in his office, and prac- 
ticed with him for a time in the same courts. 
We served together as members of the Legis- 
lature of our State, and for many years were 
together Senators here. ‘The purity of his life 
challenges and commands our admiration and 
furnishes an example for all to imitate. 

He was alike eminent in his profession of 


| law and in the Senate, standing in the foremost 


ranks of each. 1 do not deem it necessary or 
even appropriate to attempta reference in detail 
after so much has been said by Senators as to his 
varied ability or specific public acts ; it could be 
but repetition. ‘he impress of his mind is 
indelibly stamped upon the laws and policy of 
the country. As a parliamentary debater he 
was withouta superior, and in one regard with 

out a peer. 

He lived and acted at the most important 
period of our country’s history, when the events 
of a century were compressed into a single 
year and requiring minds of no ordinary char- 
acter to deal with and give them direction. 
It was a time, too, that taught us all more clearly 
that the duties and victories of civil life are as 
comprehensive and important as those of arms, 
and that the distinguished statesman who aids 
in wisely directing the councils of the nation 
should at least be held in as cherished remem- 
brance as he who successfully commands our 
armies in the field in timeof war. ‘Their several 
duties and responsibilities are uniike, but 
equally important. Indeed, whatever may be 
the publicestimate,in my jadgment the eminent 
statesmen, prominent in legislation, who give 
form and shape to the laws that govern, and 
who impress their genius and ability upon them, 
occupy @ position as important—may I not say 
of higher importance—than he who executes 
or gives them construction. Sucn I believe 1s 
the position which a dispassionate public judg- 
ment, such the position that the historian will 
assign my late distinguished colleague, who in 
the inscrutable providence of God has been 
summoned from this earth, and whose manly 
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form now reposes with the drapery of the grave 
around it. 

Mr. President, there are events connected 
with the Senate which the solemnities of the 
oceasion seem to impress upon me with pecu- 
liar force, and to which | may appropriately 
refer. [run my eye over the Senate Chamber 
to-day, and of all the men which constituted 
the body upon my entrance into it as a mem- 
ber but a single one—but a single one now 
remains with me. That one is my honored 
friend, the Senator from Pennsylvania who sits 
nearest to me, [Mr. Cameron;] and itis no 
slight compensation for the annoyance incident 
to public life to know that intimate and most 
friendly relations which were then formed in 
all changes and antagonisms of public life 
have never for one moment been disturbed. 
Could we have been transferred from that time 
to the present, from the Senate as it then was 
Lo the Senate as it now is, how startling would 
be the change! We would find ourselves in 
association with those who would be strangers 
tous. It teaches a moral that all may heed. 

Puring the period of time referred to the 
Senate has certainly been graced by many of 
the most eminent and distinguished American 


| extend the jurisdiction and duties of United 
| States commissioners ; which was read a first 
| and second time, referred to the Committee on 


Senators. Clay withhisclarion voiceand fervid | 


eloguence ; Calhoun with his captivating man- 
ner and subtle metaphysics; Webster with his 
words of masterly power ; Benton with his com- 
prehensive knowledge of the legislation of the 
country and an indomitable will; Douglas with 
un earnestnessand courage to meet and if pos- 
sible to overcome all obstacles in his way ; and 
Collamer with his plausibility to persuade and 
his learning and his logic to convince; and 
Cass and Clayton, are certainly some of the 
Senators whose names stand highest upon the 
rollof senatorial fame. ‘Their namesand others 
that might be designated will be remembered 
while the Republic or its history shall exist ; 
and to this list is now to be added the name 
-f FessenpEN, my late colleague. There it 


will remain imperishable as one of the great | 
|| ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and, 
| with the accompanying documents, ordered to 


\merican Senators. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The question is 
on agreeing to the resolutions submitted by the 
Senator from Maine, [Mr. Morr. } 

lie resolutions were unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, as a further 
mark of respect to the memory of the deceased 
| move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 14, 1869, 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer | 


by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burien. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
ABOLITION OF INTERNAL REVENUE OFFICES. 
Mr. GETZ, by unanimous consent, submitted 


the following resolution; which was referred | 


to the Committee of Ways and Means: 


Resolved, That for the purpose of effecting areduc- | 


tion of the public expenditures and saving to the 
people and the Government the heavy percentage 
of internal taxes which is annually paid for the col- 
lection of the same under the existing system, the 
Committee of Ways and Means be, and are hereby, 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of abolish- 
ing the offices of collectors, assessors, and other agents 
employed by the internal revenue department, and 


in lieu thereof apportioning the amount of taxes | 


required to be raised from domestic sources upon 
the several States, in proportion to the taxable pop- 
ulation of each, to be collected by the authorities of 
the same inthe same manner that State taxes are 
now collected, or by such other means as the several 
late governments may adopt for the purpose herein 


indicated, in accordance with the requirements of || 


the third clause of section two, article one, of the 
Constitution of the United States, which provides 
that ‘representative and direct taxes shall be appor- 


tioned among the several States which may be in- || 
cluded within this Union according to theirrespective | 
| 


numbers,” &c. 
UNITED STATES COMMISSIONERS. 


Mr. PROSSER, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (MH. R.-No. 575) to define and 


the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
J. ABECASSIS, OF LISBON, PORTUGAL, 

Mr. PAINE, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to furnish this House with copies of any 
contracts made heretofore by the Bureau of Equip- 


ment and Kecruiting with J. Abecassis, of Lisbon, 
Portugal, for coal, olive oil, or other naval supplies, 


| together with all the information in the Department 


in regard to the character of said Abecassis, and such 


| explanations as may have been made by the officers 
| entering into said contracts. 











REUBEN DAILY. ° 


Mr. KERR, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 576) for the relief of 
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MISSISSIPPI NAVIGATION, 

Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana, by unanimoys 
consent, submitted the following resolution . 
which was read, considered, and agreed to 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requeste,) 


to furnish this House, at his earliest conveniene, 


| such information as may exist in the War Depar 
| ment showing the progress made in the work « 


| trom the Mississippi river to the Gulf of Mex 
| also to inform the House which of said passe 


Reuben Daily; which was read a first and | 


second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 
MRS. RAVENSCROFT. 
Mr. KERR also, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 577) for the relief 


of Mrs. Ravenscroft; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 


| tee on Invalid Pensions. 


MATILDA SULLIVAN. 

Mr. KERR also, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 578) for the relief 
of Matilda Sullivan; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

METEOROLOWICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Mr. PAINE, by unanimous consent, intro- 

duced a bill (H. R. No. 579) to authorize the 


| Secretary of War to provide for taking meteor- 


ological observations at the military stations 
in the interior of the continent, and for giving 
notice on the northern lakes and Atlantic sea 
board of the approach and force of storms; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 


be printed. 


REPUBLICAN VALLEY RAILROAD. 

Mr. CLARKE, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No, 580) for a grant of 
land to the Republican Valley Railroad and 
Telegraph Company, and for the disposal of 
said Jands to actual settlers; which was read 


| a first and second time, and referred to the 





Committee on the Public Lands. 
PHILADELPHIA NAVY-YARD. 

Mr. SCOFIELD, by unanimous consent, 
moved thatthe bill (H.R. No. 480) for the trans- 
fer of the Philadelphia navy-yard to League 
Island, now pending before the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, be ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

DISTRICT OF CHAMPLAIN. 
Mr. TANNER, by unanimous consent, intro- 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 581) to annex West | 


Haven, Benson, and Wind-Mill Point, to the 
district of Champlain ; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


IMPRISONED AMERICAN CITIZENS. 


Mr. COX submitted the following resolution, 
and moved that it be put upon its passage : 


Resolved, That the American people learn with 
horror and indignation of the treatment of American 
citizens now held as pclitical prisoners under English 
authority; that no language is sufficient to condemn 
the usage of such prisoners, and that we urge upon 
the national Executive the imperative duty of imme- 
diate intervention on their behalf in such manner 
as shall tend tothe prompt amelioration of their con- 


dition or their release; that the Presidentcommuni- | 


cate to this House such information as he may have 
in reference to this subject. 


Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. 


I object. 
Mr. COX. 


Then I move that the resolu- 


tion be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 


| rapids, in the Mississippi river ; which was read 





improving and deepening the channels of the Passes 
C100, any] 
2 : : Ss if any 
it is practicable to deepen and improve, so «. >! 
admit with facility and safety and without obstry.. 
tion from sand-bars or shallow water all steams), 
vessels, and other craft that under such cireums; ae 
would be likely to engage incommerce withthe» ae 
of New Orleans, and the probable sum of money wm 

length of time which will be required to accomp!ia), 
such result; and also, when such result shail |) 

been obtained, the probable annual expenditure th. 
will be required to preserve and continue such eo. 

dition ; and also such further information as he jy. 
consider of importance relating to the necessity a» 

usefulness of the work contemplated. oer 


REPRESENTATION OF VIRGINIA. 
Mr. WARD, by unanimous consent, from tho 


| Committee on Reconstruction, reported a }j!| 
| (H. R. No. 582) providing for the admission of 


Virginia to representation in Congress upon 
certain fundamental conditions ; which was 
read a first and second time, recommitted to 
the Committee on Reconstruction, and ordered 
to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE DES MOINES RAPIDs, 
Mr. McCRARY, by unanimous consent, in. 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 588) making a tempo. 
rary appropriation for the prosecution of the 
work for the improvementof the Des Moines 


a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 


JOUN TUCKER. 


Mr. CREBS, by unanimous consent, intro. 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 584) granting a pen- 
sion to John Tucker, late a private in the 


| United States service in the Legion, an organ 


ization in the I"ederal Army from the State of 
Kentucky ; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Invalit 
Pensions. 

MARITIME LIENS. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts, by unan 
mous consent, introduced a bill (H. BR. No. 58° 
to limit the liability of ship-owners concerning 
maritime liens, and for other purposes ; whici 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

HARBOR IN NEW YORK. 

Mr. COWLES, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 586) for an appropri: 
ation for a harbor in the State of New York; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

MEDICAL STAFF OF THE NAVY. 

Mr. SWANN, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the memorial of the faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Maryland, in reference to the medical 
staff of the United States Navy; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

CLOTHING FOR DISABLED SOLDIERS. 


Mr. SHANKS, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on the Militia, reported a bill 


| (H. R. No. 587) to provide for furnishing at 
| the cost of the War Department clothing to 
| needy and indigent honorably-discharged sol: 
'diers and marines charitably received in Sol- 
| diers’ Homes in the several States and Terri- 


tories; which was read a first and second time, 
recommitted to the committee, and ordered to 


| be printed. 


CLAIMS OF THE LATE CAPTAIN PERKINS. 


Mr. WILKINSON. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to offer the following 
resolution : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be, and he is 
hereby, requested to furnish this House, if not in- 
com putible with the public interests, the correspond- 
ence, if any, whieh has been had with the minister 
of the emperor of the Russias, under the resolution 
of this House passed January 7, 1893, in relation to 
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‘ye adjustment and payment of the claims of the 
ire Captain Benjamin W . Perkins, of Massachusetts. 


Mr MORGAN. I object. 
FUR-BEARING SEALS 
fr. SCHENCK. I holdin my hand a report 
fom the ageut of the Treasury Department 
rom Alaska in relation to the disposition to 
.e made of the two islands producing fur-bear- 
ng seals. It gives a plan by which it is said 
hat $500,000 a year can be made by the Gov- 
-nment if there be proper legislation. Iam 
nstructed by the Committee of Ways and 
\feans to ask to have the paper printed, as being 
one of public interest, and to have it referred 
‘o the Committee of Ways and Means. We 
are not particularly anxious for jurisdiction in 
this case. 
ree on Commerce. They had the subject before 
them ata former time. It relates, however, 
to the raising of revenue from these islands. 
|: might belong to either committee. I move 
that it be referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and printed, unless some gentleman 
wishes that it shall be otherwise disposed of. 
The motion was agreed to. 
LINE AND STAFF RANK IN THE NAVY. 
Mr. ARCHER, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed 
to furnish this House with a copy of the record, pro- 


reported to the House, because I thought it 
would be very difficult to so frame the bill that 
an apportionment under the next censuscould 
be had prior to the election of the Forty-Sec- 
ond Congress; but after further considera- 
tion, and having read an amendment carefully 
prepared by the honorable gentleman from 
Nebraska, {Mr. Tarre,] I have come to the 


| conclusion that it is practicable so to change 


eedings, and all papers before the board of naval | 


oflicers who had under consideration the subject of 
inc and staff rank under an order of the Secretary 
f the Navy. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider all the votes taken this morning; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 


‘The latter motion was agreed to. 
NINTH CENSUS. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move thatthe 
ILouse now resolve itself into Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union on the special | 


order, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Dawes in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of House bill No. 424, to pro- 
vide for taking the ninth census of the United 
States, and to fix the number of the members 
of the House of Representatives and to provide 
for their future apportionment among the sev- 
eral States. 

The following section was under consider- 
ation : 


Sec. 22 


22. And be it further enacted, That the 


this bill as to allow the next Congress to be 
elected under the new census, or at least to 
allow the additional number of members to 
which certain States of the Union would be 
entitled to be elected for the next Congress. 
This being in my judgment practicable it seems 


to be a matter of great necessity that the pres- | 


It may, perhaps, go to the Commit: || ent inequality of representation on this floor 
¢ 9 os } 


should be corrected as soon as possible after 
the next census. Let us look at the present 
representation as it exists on this floor. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] on 
yesterday seemed to be very much excited 
about this matter; but I do not wonder at it, 


| for the State of Massachusetts is represented 


on this floor by nine members representing 
only 171,484 votes. 
Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. Does the gentleman 


say that Massachusetts is represented here by 


| nine members ? 


Mr. WILKINSON. I said that Massachu- 
setts was represented here by nine members 
who represent 171,484 votes. [ know the State 
has ten members here, but I could not get the 
votes cast in one of the districts. Now Michi- 


| gan, with six members only upon this floor, 


represents 221,482 votes; yet, if the appor- 
tionment were just, Michigan would have 


| twelve members to nine members from Massa- 
| chusetts. 


Let us go a little further. In the 
State which I have the honor in part to repre- 


| sent, and in my own district, there were 38,370 


Superintendent of the Census shall prepare for sub- | 


mission to Congress, at the beginning of the next 
December session held after the date of the census, 


apreliminary report, embracing statistics of the pop- || them with their present interest to oppose the 


ulation of the United States by States or Territories 


and counties or parishes, sufficiently full for the | 


equalization of representation of the several States 
in Congress. He shall as soon thereafter as practi- 
cable, and within three years from the date ef his 
appointment, prepare a carefully-digested report, 
embracing full tabular statements of all the statis- 


tical information furnished by the census, with com- | 


parative tables showing the changes from former |} 


censuses, and such other tables as may be necessary 
to exhibit the results of the enumeration. 


The pending question was upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. Jupp, to insert after the word 
‘* submission,’’ 


os on or before the 15th day of August next, 
an Ras 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
move to cut off debate on the pending section 
and the pending amendment ; but two or three 
gentlemen desire to speak for a very few min- 
utes, and therefore I did not make the motion. 
But I trust that in about ten minutes, or in 
fifteen minutes at the furthest, the Committee 


near the beginning of the sec- | 
tion, the words ‘‘to the Secretary of the Inte- | 


I did intend to | 


|| but an act of simple justice to the people of | 


of the Whole will consent to take a vote on the | 


pending section and amendment, and thus test 
the sense of this committee on this matter. 
Mr. WILKINSON. When this subject was 


agreed with the committee to the bill as it was 


| 


votes cast at the last congressional election, 
while the whole State of Rhode Island, with 
two members upon this floor, cast but 18,850 
votes. Take the State of Vermont, represented 
here upon this floor by three members, with 
only 54,396 votes; while Minnesota, with but 
two Representatives, has a vote of 71,690; 
and it so runs all through the western States. 


The gentleman from lowa[ Mr. LovcuripeGe] | 


who interrupted me a few moments ago rep- 
resents forty thousand and odd votes, aud the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Jupp,] whose 
amendment is now pending, has a still greater 
constituency than that. Now, in my humble 
judgment the people of the West bearan unusual 


proportion of the burdens of the Government | 
upon their shoulders and receive less benefit | 


| from the legislation of Congress than any other 


| portion of this country. 


| census? 
| that that should be done. 


I ask gentlemen from 
New England and Pennsylvania if it is wise for 


earliest possible apportionment under the next 
Itisfortheirinterest as wellas for ours 
It is not wise, in my 
judgment, for them to insist that they shall 
keep up and maintain an unjust apportionment 
of members upon this floor for one single hour 
after a new apportionment can be made. It is 


| the West, and they will demand it and insist | 


upon an early apportionment made for Repre- | 


sentatives in the next Congress if it is practi- 
cable so to do, to the end that all sections of 
the country shall be equally represented in 
Congress. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not know but what this 


But since the gentleman from Minnesota [ Mr. 
WiLk1nson] has mentioned my State I will 
make bold to say a word or two on this subject. 


| It is true, as that gentleman remarks, that the | 


| 
i 


at this time upon this floor as the older States 


| State of Michigan is not so fully represented | 
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again exist in four or five years. There is a 
steady flow of the population from the Kast to 
the West, from the older to the newer regions 
of the country, and we are not to expect that 
we shall be able to keep anything like an exact 
proportion in this regard. If we should make 
anew apportionment every two years we should 
fail to do that. ‘This disparity will always 
exist more or less. My people have seen it, 
but they have not complained of it. 
My friend from Minnesota has said that in 


| consequence of this the East gets greater ben- 


efit from the legislation of the country than the 
West. Now, I am free to say that we in Mich- 


| igan have nocomplaint to make on that score. 


So little foundation is there, in my judgment, 


| for this complaint that I think it will be found 


that the East has always been doubly generous 


| tothe West. Let gentlemen look, if they please, 


at the generous donations of the public domain 
in the West for the purpose of building its rail- 
roads, its highways, and for all its purposes of 


| internal improvement. 


|| discussion has gone as far as it is profitable. || 


Mr. WILKINSON. Will the gentleman 


allow me to ask him a question ? 


Mr. BLAIR. Certainly. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Who own those rail- 
roads? Eastern men or western men ? 

Mr. BLAIR. Well, Mr. Chairman, i am not 
disposed to be very particular as to that ques- 
tion, for the railroads are of vastly more value 
to the people of the West than they are to the 
owners of them. If any stockholder in those 
railroads has found himself largely benefited 
financially by the investment he bas been more 
fortunate, I think, in that regard than most 
men. Why, sir, we have just finished the build 
ing of the magnificent Pacific railroad, which 
is the admiration not only of our country but 
I think of the whole world as an achievement 


| of engineering skill and asa great work for the 


| advancement of the country. 
| has this work been done? 


And for whom 
Certainly as much 
forthe West as for the Kast. lor my part, | 
cannot sympathize in any degree in the com- 
plaint that 1s made. I believe that the Kast 
has been notonly just but generous to the West. 


| And Iam not in favor of changing now our rule 


| stituents? 


upon any mere temporary consideration of this 
sort. J am willing, and indeed I prefer, as | 
believe my colleagues do, that this census should 
go forward in the orderly way in which it has 
gone on heretofore; that upon the census after 
it has been made Congress shall settle with 
due deliberation the representation of constitu- 
encies in this House; that we shall make no 
unnecessary haste in this regard. I see no 
occasion for haste; I believe no interest is suf- 
fering at all. I feel, as | presume my constitu- 
ency do, the same ambition felt by other por- 
tions of the West that our people shall be made 
strong and that they shall be allowed their due 
influence in this House, which after all is the 
great governmental body under the Constitu- 
tion, a body representing directly the people 
of the country. 

There is one other remark which I must 
answer. Gentlemen say to us that the people 
are not all represented here. My friend from 
Kansas [Mr. CLanxe]) complains that a large 
portion of his people are now unrepresented. 
In that complaint he, I think, did himself 
injustice. Does not he represent all his con- 
And the gentlemen who come here 


| from the South, do they not represent the col- 


in proportion to the population and vote of | 
| the State, but that is a disparity that must || 
before the Committee on the Ninth Census I || 


always exist. It will be found after we make 
a new apportionment the same diversity will 


| 


ored people who have joined in electing them 
as well as the white people? I suppose our 
Democratic friends would say that these south- 
ern members represent nobody else than the 
colored people. Such a remark is not quite fair, 
but it is at least fair to say that whoever joined 
in voting for the Representative are represented 
by him on this floor. 

{ Here the hammer fell. | 

Mr. WILKINSON. I withdraw the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. [| desire to offer an 
amendment tothe amendment, which lhope my 
friend from Indiana [ Mr. Copurn | will accept, 
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Mr. COBURN. 
pending. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Indiana is pending; but the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. Jupp] takes precedence of it. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
lowa, [| Mr. Lovenrings. | 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That for the Forty-Second Congress no 
State shall be reduced in its representation. 


Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. Mr. Chairman, | in- 
x troduce this amendment for the purpose of 


My amendment is not now 


1 si 


Ae eS east. aes se Nall geen 


‘ meeting an objection—the only one, in my | 


; view, of a serious character—which has been 
urged against this proposition. The objection 
is that if any State should be reduced in its 
representation upon this floor there would be 
a necessity for calling a special session of the 
Legislature for the purpose of redistricting the 
tate. 


culty. 
Now, sir, the representation of my State 
would not be reduced, but that of other States 


wouldbe. For instance, the State of the gentle- | 
man from Rhode Island [ Mr. Jenckes] who sits | 


near me would doubtless have its representation 
diminished, for it now has two members for a 
voting population of twenty-seven thousand. 
Che population of the district of my friend from 
Chicago [Mr. Jupp] numbers, | think, some 
forty-tive thousand votes. I have no doubt 
that the State of my friend on the left will be 
reduced one. Ido not wish to drive that State 
to an extrasession of its Legislature for the pur- 
pose of redistricting it. I am willing not only 
to be just but to be generous, by allowing the 
eastern States more than they are entitled to 
in the Forty-Second Congress. 

My friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Keviry] 
eloquently spoke of the West yesterday as ‘* the 
great, the growing, the mighty, and the gener- 
ous West.’’ Sir, it was well and truly said. 
‘They are « generous people. He said further 
that the West had suffered and complained less | 
than any portion of the country in the last ten 
years. Thatisalsotrue. What we askis that 
they shall be as generous to us as we have been 
generous to them. Is it generous to ask the 
West fortwo years longer to undergo this in- 
justice? Is that generous? Is it generous to 
say that four hundred thousand people of Iowa 
shall be virtually unrepresented upon this floor 
for two years longer than is necessary? Is that 
generous? Is it generous to say that six mil- 
lions in the West and South shall be unrepre- 
sented for two years longer? Is it generous | 
that Rhode Island, with twenty-seven thousand | 


I renew the amend- | 


I do not desire any such result,and my | 
amendment if adopted will obviate that diffi- | 





| [Mr. Cosurn] that there will be votes against 
his proposition. 


of redistricting them. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. PAINE. Mr. Chairman, I am in favor 
of the amendment proposed by the gentleman 


opposed to that offered by the gentleman from 


| 


| 
|| Legislatures into extra session for the purpose | 
| 


from the Chicago district, [Mr.Jupp.] Iam | 


lowa [Mr. ALtison] and that offered by the | 


gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Copurn.] I 


by another gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. Loucu- 
niDGE, | and shall vote for it when the proper 
time comes for offering it; but inasmuch as it 
does not relate to the subject-matter of the 
amendment now pending I hope that it will be 
withdrawn bythe gentleman. Certainly I shall 
—— it at this stage of the bill. 

approve the amendment of the gentleman 
‘| from Illinois [Mr. Jupp] not on any such 


approve that amendment because | would seek 
to take anything away from the power of the 
| East in this House; Iam not in favor of it 
because I would seek to add anything to the 
|| power of the West in this House. If it were 


courtesy, 1 would be as willing as he is to save 
|| the eastern States for two more years from the 
consequences of a reapportionment of repre- 


Congress. 

But, sir, with me it is not a question of cour- 
tesy, it is not a question of generosity; and I 
shall be saulouna if I say that it can be no more 
with him than with mea question of generosity 
| or courtesy. 





the rights of his constituents or mine. To a 

sentiment of courtesy he may indeed sacrifice 

his own rights, but not the rights of his constit- 

| uents or mine. 

| with him, a question involving the rights of the 
people, which he cannot give up, as I cannot 
give themup. And I insist on this apportion- 

| ment as a matter of right. 


| 
| 
| injustice to any portion of the country, I must 
| insist on the right of my people to be repre- 
| sented according to the plain provisions of the 
'| Constitution of the United States. 


'| sus shall have been taken except such an ex- 


|| cuse as shall be found in the nature of the case. 
|| If it is practicable, if it involves no injustice to 
| any portion of the United States, then under the | 

| Constitution my friend from Michigan is bound, || 


| 


as | am bound, to support this proposition. 
And what are the objections ? 





voting population, shall have two members 
when districts in the West with twice that many 
have onlyone’? If that be generosity I do not 
know, then, what the term means. If that be 
generosity in the Kast, then it does not mean 
there what it does in the West. But, sir, we 
do not want more than justice. Do justice to 
the West and give her the representation she is 
entitled to. The enumeration will be made by 
the Ist of July. We will know the number 
of our people by the Ist of August; and the 

; Constitution says that when the number is 
ascertained we have the right to this represent- 

:: ation. Weare entitled to this representation 
both under the letter and spirit of the Consti- 
‘ution, and there is no reason in the world why 
we should not have it. 

My friend from Ohio [Mr. Sara pac yes- 
terday spoke of this matter as being a political 
movement made for the benefit of the Repub- 
lican party. lor myself no such idea crossed my 
mind. Ido not know for myself whether this 
proposition will benefit the Republican party 
or injure it; but Ido say that whether it injures 

\4 or benefits it, if it is just it should be adopted. 
I trust that my amendment will be accepted. 
Ifit isnot, I assure the gentleman from Indiana | 


| that we ought not to do it. 


| [ Mr. Woop, | who tells us that the Legislatures 


| will not be in session, and therefore the appor- | 


| tionment in the several States cannot be made 


| tures at great expense. 
| is, that those who propose this measure give 
| to the Legislatures of the several States the 


| resentation in cheir States or have their addi- 


| entitled elected by the States at large. 
Another objection is made by the chairman 

of thesub-commitiee who has this billin charge, 

[ Mr. Garrie.p. } 


| 


’ But the Constitution has been read to 
| him, and it has been shown that the instrument 


| years. 


| tional requirement is that the period shall not 


| be longer than ten years; that the enumera- 


tion shall be made within every term of ten 
years, and may be made more than once within 
| that period. And the gentleman thereupon 





And there | 
| can be no excuse for any delay after this cen- | 


he tells us that under the | 
Constitution we are bound to make this enum- | 
_ eration and apportionment at intervals of ten || 
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We cannot drive these State | taken the import of the Constitution, 


| shorter intervals than ten years, yet the appor. 





December 14, 


a 


very gracefully acknowledged that he had mis- 

What 
then? A gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr 
Woopwarp] presents this objection, that eye, 
though the enumerations may be made » 





at 
tionment cannot be made at shorter interya}s 


But the Constitution is read to him also - 


_and it appears that in that instrument time ;. 


not even mentioned in connection with the ap. 


| portionment, but only in connection with tho 
should be in favor of theamendment just offered | 


enumeration. Tis objection, then, has not tho 


.slightestfoundation. Nextcomes another gen. 


tleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. Dickey.] He 
opposes this proposition because, as he says 


| wheneverthe elective franchise is limited exeay: 


ground as that which has been indicated by my | 
| friend from Michigan, [Mr. Buair.] I do not | 


'| this question. 
'| now stands. 


merely a question of generosity, a question of | 


It is with me, as I trust it is | 


for certain reasons in any State the court of 
the United States requires a proportionate 
diminution of representation, and in order to 
ascertain how far this franchise is so limited 
in the respective States an examination of thei; 
constitutions must be made by somebody afte; 
the enumeration is made. He thinks that tho 
labors of the enumerators will not determine 
But the gentleman strangely 
misapprehends the provisions of the bill ag j: 
If he will refer to the fifteent) 
inquiry under the ‘‘ population’’ schedule he 
will find the place and the only place where 
information respecting the restriction of suf. 
frage in the several States is to be obtained: 


there he will find the only means the only ma- 


sentation in this House for the Forty-Second || 


chinery provided by this bill for ascertaining 


| the number of citizens over twenty-one years 
| of age whose right to vote is denied or abridged 
| on other grounds than rebellion or other crime, 
| The bill, sir, provides, as the gentleman [ Mr. 


I believe that he has no power || 
in this House so to sacrifice justice, to sacrifice | 


GARFIELD ] who has charge of it fully explained, 
that the enumerators shall leave this schedu| 
with the head of each family, and the head o! 
the family shall answer this question with the 
rest. It is time that the Superintendent of the 
Census may in advance give general direc 
tions, oreven specific directions, on this subject: 
but he has no duty to perform in the premises, 


| nor has anybody else any duty to perform in 


& Is it imprac- | 
| ticable? 1 have listened in vain for any reason | 
| to satisfy me either that we cannot do this or | 
The first objection | 
| comes from the gentleman from New York, | 


| withont calling extra sessions of the Legisla- | 
But the answer to that | 


| choice whether they will reapportion the rep- | 


| tional Representatives to whom they may be | 


| contains no such provision; that the constitu- | 





" If I see that it is || 
practicable, thatitcan be accomplished without || 


the premises under the provisions of this bi 
after the work of the enumerators is done. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Hoar] objects to this plan on constitutional 
grounds. He asserts that this duty of making 
apportionments of Representatives under th: 
Constitution is essentially legislative in its char- 
acter and is incapable of delegation. So is the 
duty of admitting new States ; and yet who ever 
dreamed that it was a delegation ora disregard 
of that duty to provide that whenever the Presi- 
dent should learn and proclaim that certain 
specified acts had been performed the Stat: 
should be admitted to the Union? Who ever, 
sir, in any of the numerous analogous cases 
when legislation is to take effect upon the 
ascertainmentand proclamation of the perform- 
ance of specified acts by officers named in the 
law claimed that such legislation was a delega- 


| tion or a violation of the duty of the legislative 


branch of the Government? Sir, we can make 
this law as well before as after the enumeration 
so far as the mere question of constitutionality 
is concerned. 

Then, why not allow the people to be repre: 
sented in the Forty-Second Congress according 
to the Constitution as it now stands? Does it 


| wrong any section of the country; how and 


| 


where? Is it claimed, sir, that an implied prom- 
ise found in past usage gives to one portion o! 


| the people of the country a right to insist that 


millions shall go unrepresented in this House 
for just ten years toa minute? There is no 
justice, no right in this claim; it is monstrous, 
and ought to find no favor in this House. 
{ Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I withdraw 
amendment to the amendment. 


Mr. JENCKKS. I renew it. 


the 


There is au 


_ objection to this proposition which in my mind 


is decisive, and which I have not yet heard 
stated. Under the specious guise of giving 
Representatives to people who are not rep- 


186! 


resent 
cealed 
gsition 
of this 
sentat 
propo! 
of the 
the nv 
le. 
strous 
repres 
groun 
propo 
these 
Augu 
shall 
dents 
repre 
the n¢ 
ANA, | 
of the 
an ul 
secre 
nostr 
All 1 
tratic 
whic 
whol 
he 
Unit 
ine t 
of Ri 
ted $ 
men! 
and 
lega 
ame 
M 
Rho 
M 
M 
to fi 
fix : 
M 
to b 
Pre 
Wh 
say 
syls 
dim 
Un 
} 
the 
i 
yet 
son 
det 
eat 
the 
flo 
fro 
sin 
ju 
ad 


sh 


al 
m 








r 14, 


had mis. 

z What 
ua [ Mr. 
hat eve, 
nade a 
B Appor. 
tervals 
M also: 

time is 
the ap 
vith the 
snot the 
her gon. 
Y.] He 
l€ Says. 
lexcen: 
Ourt of 
tionate 
rder to 
limited 
of the ir 
ly aftey 
hat the 
ermine 
‘angely 
ll as it 
fteent } 
ule he 
where 
yf suf- 
ained : 
ly ma- 
‘ining 
' years 
ridged 
crime, 

n [ Mr. 
ained, 
edu] 
ead of 

th the 
of the 
direc 
ibject; 
mises, 
rm j 
is bj 
1e, 

{ Mr. 
tiona 
aking 
ar the 
‘char 
is the 
D ever 
egard 
Presi- 
ortain 
State 
ever, 
Cases 

the 
form: 
n the 
lega- 
ative 
nake 
ation 
ality 


»pre 
ding 
eg it 
and 
rom- 
in of 
that 
ouse 
3 no 
ous, 


the 


; an 
rind 
ard 
ring 
ep: 


———_—— 


1869. 


resented in the various States there is con- 
cealed what seems to me a monstrous prop- 
osition—one that strikes at the independence 


of this House and the integrity of the repre- | 


eentative system itself. That is to say, this 
proposition, if adopted, gives to the President 
of the United States the power of determining 
the number of the Representatives of the peo- 
nie. Mr. Chairman, | hold that to be a mon- 
strous proposition, subversive of republican 
representative government. An] upon 


that | 


sround | am opposed to every one of these | 


propositions yet presented. It is here 
August, go to the Secretary of the Interior, who 
shall make the apportionment, and the Presi- 
dent shall issue his proclamation declaring what 


representation the various States shall have in | 


the next Congress. 


The gentleman from Indi- | 
ana, When it was suggested that the Secretary || 


of the Interior may do wrong, says that that is | 


an unworthy proposition. Why? 
Secretary of the Interior? The breath of the 
nostrils of the President of the United States. 
All might be well under the present Adminis- 
tration. Buta precedent would be established 


Who is the | 


which may be hereafter destructive of the | 


whole system of representation. 


I hold that, under the Constitution of the | 


United States, the only power that can determ- 
ine the ratio of representation and the number 


of Representatives is the Congress of the Uni- | 


ted States; that they must have the apportion- 
ment before them, and assent to it specifically ; 
and until that is done nothing can be done 
legally in the way proposed by any of these 
amendments. 

Mr. ALLISON. Will the gentleman from 
Rhode Island yield for an inquiry? 

Mr. JENCKES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALLISON. Does not this bill propose 
to fix the number of Representatives, and to 
fix an absolute rule of apportionment? 

Mr. JENCKES. 
to be applied according to the discretion of the 
President of the United States on these returns. 
Who shall regulate these returns; who is to 





say New York is to have so many and Penn- | 


sylvania so many, and Massachusetts to be 
diminished so 
United States? 

Mr. ALLISON. 


the population. 


The enumerators who take 


many—the President of the | 


Mr. JENCKES. The enumerators are worse | 


yet. Persons created by delegation by per- 
sons authorized to be created by this bill to 
determine what shall be the representation for 
each State! Why, to do that is to surrender 
the prerogatives that every State has upon this 
floor and in this Government. 
from Iowa [Mr. LovGurinGE] says that he asks 
simply for justice. All that I contend for is 
justice. I say that when the Constitution was 
adopted it was agreed that this distribution 
should be made with rests of ten years or de- 
cades. ‘This inequality was contemplated, and 
all agreed that the distribution should not be 
made every two, three, or five years, but at 
intervals of ten years; and if it was not so 
expressly stipulated in the Constitution the 
language of the Constitution has received that 
uniform construction frem 1789 to this day. 
That settled continuous construction should 
not be departed from. These are the great 
landmarks, the mile-stones set up, the pillars 
upon which are recorded the progress of this 
people, the history of this Government. Let 


them not be misplaced or displaced now, or at | 


any time hereafter. Justice demands of us 


that we should do as our fathers have done, and | 
pursue the course which they have laid out | 


for us. 
[Here the hammer fell. } 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


on this section. 
The motion was agreed to. 


having resumed the chair, Mr. Dawes reported 


The gentleman || 





: I move that the | 
committee rise for the purpose of closing debate || 


that the Committee of the Whole on the state | 
of the Union, pursuant to order, had had under 
consideration House bill No. 424, to provide 
for taking the ninth census of the United 
States, and to fix the number of members of 
the House of Representatives and to provide 
for their future apportionment among the sev- 
eral States, and had come to no resolution 


| thereon. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that 
when the House resumes the consideration of 


| the bill in Committee of the Whole on the state 


said || 
these returns shall be made in the month of 


| {Mr. GarrreLp]} proposes to allow ten min- 


of the Union all debate on the pending section 
be closed in one minute. 

Mr. JUDD. I move to amend that motion 
so as to close debate in twenty minutes. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I hope debate will not be 
closed. This is an important matter. ‘The 
argument is not all on one side. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will modify 
my motion, and move that the debate close in 
ten minutes. That will afford the gentleman 
from Illinois who offered the amendment [ Mr. 
Jupp] an opportunity to close the debate, and 
I would hike one minute myself. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Letthedebate rua anhour, 

Mr. JUDD. As the gentleman from Ohio 


utes I will withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 1 move to amend the 
motion of my colleague [ Mr. GarFiELD] so as 
to allow thirty minutes for debate. 

The amendment was rejected—ayes thirteen, 
noes not counted. 

The motion of Mr. Garrie.p, of Ohio, to | 
close debate, was then agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Obio. I move thatthe 


House now resolve itself into Committee of the || 


| Whole. 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


‘The motion was agreed to. 
lhe House accordingly resolved itself into | 


| Union, (Mr. Dawes in the ebair, ) and resumed 


Yes; but the rule is not | 


the consideration of House bill No. 424, to pro- | 
vide for taking the ninth census of the United 
States, and to fix the numberof the members | 


| of the House of Representatives and to provide | 


for their future apportionment among the sev- | 


| eral States. 


| expediency. 


| debate upon this proposition to equalize the 


Mr. JUDD. Mr. Chairman, in closing the 
representation upon this floor in the next or 
Forty-Second Congress, it is to be remarked 
that no gentleman has denied the justice of the 
proposition. ‘The amendment offered by me 
has been resisted, first, upon legal and consti- 
tutional ground, and second, on the ground of 
It will be impossible in the five 
minutes allowed me under the rules to notice 
even briefly all of these objections. I shall 


address myself for a few moments to the legal || 
|| objections that have been urged, because if 


there is a legal or constitutional objection to 
the attempt to equalize representation upon 
this floor then of course we will abandon it, 


and there is no occasion for discussing any || 


question of expediency. 
My honorable friend from Massachusetts 
[ Mr. Hoar] says, and he quotes the first clause 
of the Constitution, that all legislation is vested 
inCongress. Thatistrue. But does he tell me 
that the execution of all laws passed by Congress 
is vested in Congress? No, sir; Congress passes 
all laws and devolves upon executive officers the | 
carrying of them into execution. ‘That is all | 
that is proposed by the terms of this bill to vest 


| in the Secretary of the Interior, and it is no 


new proposition, because this power has been | 
in existence and acted upon by the Secretary 
under former laws. 

‘Take the provisions of this bill and you find 
it provides fora full enumeration of the inhab- 
itants and returns of the same to the Interior 
Department. It also provides the number 
of members of which the next House of Rep- 
resentatives shall be composed. Nothing at 


\| all is left to the Secretary of the Interior when 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker || these returns are made but to apportion to 


each State its number of Representatives. It | 
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| tion, multiplication, and division. 


|, officers; 
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only requires a reasonable knowledge of addi- 
: If thisis a 
delegation of the legislative power provided 
for in the first article of the Constitution, then 
there is scarcely any act that we pass but what 
is an equal delegation of power. And when 
the honorable gentleman from Rhode Island 
[Mr. Jenckes] talks about the magnitude of 
this power | say to him it is a power that is 
conferred upon the clerk of his committee every 
time they have resolved upon any general prin 
ciple and directed their clerk to reduce it to 
practical provisions. Itis not, Mr. Chairman, 
a delegation of legislative power. If the gen- 
tleman from Rhode Island { Mr, Jenckes} and 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. Hoar | 
had placed their objection on the ground that 
it devolved upon the Secretary of the Interior 
too much discretion in construing laws and 
constitutional provisions that would be a fair 
presentation of the question and a proper sub- 
ject for debate. Every law is in its execution 
the subject of construction by the executive 
but who ever before heard of this 
being called the exercise of legislative power? 
Shali the question of expediency aed in the 


| way of doing exact justice to the people of this 


| for the purpose of carrying out this act. 


| laws as will enable the States to act. 


|| in this House. 


country in relation to its representation upon 
this floor? It is argued that there is no time 
for the States to make the necessary regulations 
I do 
not believe in any such proposition. Thatisa 
question for each State to determine for itself. 
It is sufficient for us and we have fully dis 
charged our duty when we have passed such 
Let us 
perform our duty, and make provision for the 
distribution of Representatives under the pro- 
visions of the Constitution and the census taken 
under it, and thus let it rest with each State to 
say whether it will avail itself of the advantages 
the new apportionment would give them. A 
majority of this committee may vote down the 
proposition we advocate; still the absolute jus- 
tice of it has not been and cannot be-contro- 
verted—justice to that portion of the country 
where the population has been increased. 
The gentleman from Rhode Island [Mr. 
JENCKES] says that we must continue in the 
old track, and because a full decade has here- 
tofore occurred between the times of making 
| an apportionment we should wait for the expi- 
| ration of ten years before we have the principle 

of equality as applied to the representation 
i It may be very comfortable 
for the gentleman from Rhode Island to have 
two Senators and two members of this House 
from a State with a population less than that 
which I represent, but is it justice? he Sen- 
| ators are his by the Constitution, and to that 
we do not object; but we do think that he 
ought to give us our fair share of power in 
these Halls. Usage is not law in this matter, 
and no matter what our forefathers may have 
| done it is our duty to do exact justice to the 
populations of the present time. The West, 
| whose business interests are as great as those 
of any other portion of the Union, and which 
require as much protection upon this floor as 
any other, demands that this appointment 
should be made at the earliest day possible, 
and it has been shown in this debate that it 
may be applied to the coming Forty-Second 
Congress. How long are we to be kept in the 
condition of wards? The new States feel their 
| manhood and believe that guardianship should 

cease. 

Now, sir, for one, as a Representative of a 
growing and thriving community whose busi 
ness interests require care and protection and 
defense—more so even than the old-settled 
communities—I demand, if it is legal and con 
stitutional, that you shall give us the repre 
sentation without delay to which we are under 
the laws and Constitution entitled. And that 

| there is no legal or constitutional objection to 
this act I believe, Mr. Chairman, this debate 

| has demonstrated. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 
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tEMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 


The committee rose informally, when Mr. 
Horace Porter, Private Secretary of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, presented a message 
announcing that the President had this day 
approved and signed a bill (H. R. No. 331) 
entitled ‘An act to relieve certain persons 
therein named from the legal and political dis- 
abilities imposed by the fourteenth amendment 
of the Constitution, and for other purposes.”’ 





NINTH CENSUS, 

The Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union resumed its cession. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 
it will be seen by the following table that in 1860 
there werein fourteen States 726,635 people to 
whom the right of suffrage was denied in conse- 
quence of color or race; and the aggregate 
number has increased since that time: 


Colored poyulation in 1860, 


CR... covcnenncsxavent nenebesnieescatauacannininte 8,627 
CEE Bios 45s cehnesttvnes seesevestned covennndegsssecbenseebhaes 4,086 | 
Delaware.. 21,627 
SESEIDES > seashescdiatstvndpliactvppalencensencem apie ties 7,628 || 
PaOEED..<..cicedny suuulaade ncaa’ 11,428 || 
Kanga “i didieslbdes desde nithdus belddiotddmebkeasioe 627 
Kentucky .......0.. ine vitendiveouniniast ee 
a Re ee 171,151 | 
DRUEEMNININ  -<-) a peiuucgaiiaciansthpsteoupesiwtaion tanssiapeieit 6,709 
DEIR IER sibs chdsa deeb ostivpbceidsssiets oibines seuenaieodine 118,503 
NO SOREEE, caantamaed amid att datontoawes 25,336 
Onio a a oe bated scenkih eel 56,673 
PTI aaik ka caskeninsheeesas Coabuiooiaienan 56,849 
WES Sas iakcddividbteinisdivickdiidhiedtias 21,144 | 
ROOM B oo snsen . 726,635 
If the fifteenth constitutional amendment | 


should not prevail the representative bases of 


all these States will be proportionately reduced. | 
If we should adjust the apportionment before | 


the fifleenth amendment prevails, then when it 


does prevail all the States entitled to an in- | 
crease under the fifteenth amendment will be 
deprived of that increase during the whole of | 


the coming ten years. 

{ wish to make onlya single remark further. 
| hope the House will consent to strike out all 
the sections on this subject that they may 
be included in a separate bill. 
remainder of my time to my colleague, [{ Mr. 
BinGuam. ] 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
is justice; and for the first time I have heard 
announced in this House the argument—no, it 


is not an argument—the statement that justice, | 
to establish whichthe Constitution was ordained, 


is unconstitutional. I stated yesterday, and no 


man has dared to gainsay it, that the people of | 


the United States have enjoined upon this Con- 
gress by an amendment to the Constitution the 
duty of doing justice among all the people of 


this country; and for the first time there has | 
been inserted in the Constitution a provision | 


that— 


‘Representatives shall be apportioned among the 
several States according to their respective numbers, 


counting the whole number of persons in each State, 


excluding Indians not taxed.’’ 


Cientlemen propose to postpone for three 
years the execution of this provision, under the 


pretense that it is unconstitutional to allow | 


lepresentativesin the Forty-Second Congress 
to the two fifths, heretofore uncounted, of the 
four million slaves now emancipated—now citi- 
zen-freemen; that it is unconstitutional to 
allow representation in the next Congress to 
the eight million additional freemen of this 
country in the great valley of the West not now 
represented in your apportionment. When the 
gentleman from Rhode Island [Mr. JencKes] 
tells me that we are delegating the legislative 
power I dispatch at once the assertion by 


telling him in return that he delegates the | 
legislative power when he proposes to say to | 


the enumerators ‘* You shall determine finally 
the whole number of the people.’’ That is my 
answer, and that is the end of his argument. 
Mr. JENCKES. Will the gentleman allow 
me to answer the point he has just made? 
Mr. BINGHAM. No, sir; 1 have not time. 
One word more. The provision for the appor- 


I yield the | 


Equality, Mr. Chairman, | 


j 

| tronment of Representatives among the people 

is a distinct clause of the Constitution and has 
nothing whatever to do with the succeeding 
clause. It has been more than once asserted 
by the legislative authority of this nation that 
it can review the apportionment within the 
decade which is talked about here. ‘The enum- 

' eration is to be made within every ten years; 


but no Congress is to be prevented by the action || 
of any preceding Congress from remedying any || 
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act of injustice affecting the right of a free peo- | 


ple to representation. How otherwise do you 

dispose of that intervening legislation which 
| gave additional representation to Lillnois? 
iow do you dispose of that intervening legis- 
lation which gave additional Representatives 
to South Carolina? How do you dispose of that 
intervening legislation which gave additional 
representation to California and Hlinois ? 

There is no constitutional obstacle in the 
way, and | trast that the gentleman from In- 
diana [ Mr. Conurn] will withdraw his amend- 
ment, and the gentleman from lowa [Mr. 
LovuGuripGe] will withdraw his amendment, 
because we are all bound by the Constitution 
in that behalf to see that the States shall have 
their equal rights, and all of the people of all 


representation. Let us have a direct vote on 
the question whether this Congress shall apply 
the new provision of the Constitution on the 
incoming census to the l’orty-Second Congress 
of the United States. There is no delegation 


Interior proposed. lt is an easy thing for the 
Congress of the United States to take a recess 
until September, if they shall see fit, to review 
the return of the Secretary of the Interior, 
which is a mere matter of calculation, and it 
will not require them three days to pass on it. 


the way. Let the people be represented. I 
trust the gentleman’s amendment will prevail 
and the others be withdrawn. 

Mr. COBURN. I withdraw my amendment 
so that there may be a direct vote on the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Illinois. 


amendment. 

Mr. ALLISON demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Jupp and, 
Mr. Garrie.p, of Ohio, were appointed. 


ported—ayes 55, noes 90, 

So the améndment was disagreed to. 

No further amendment being offered, the 
Clerk read section twenty-three, as follows : 

Src. 23. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the 3d day of March, 1873, the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be composed of —— members, to be 
| apportioned among the several States in the manner 
directed in the next section of this act. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 
I now move, in accordance with the suggestion 
I made yesterday, that this section be stricken 
out. If that be done I shall move that the 





because of any opposition to the provisions of 


to me that it would be wiser to leave the whole 
matter of apportionment out of this bill; and 


report a bill on the whole subject, to be dis- 
cussed in connection with a bill which is to be 
introduced to regulate the time of holding the 
elections of members of Congress, all of which 


also for the purpose of hastening through the 
| pending bill. If this motion shall prevail we 


can pass the bill to-day. If it shall not prevail 
| there is so large a field of debate opening on 
these sections that it seems to me the prospect 
| 





will be nates of getting the bill through 
before the holidays. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I hope that the succeed- 


} 
' 
| 


ing sections of this bill will not be stricken 
| out, for the reason that the bill reported, as I 
understand it, unanimously by the Committee 


of the States shall have their equal rights of || 





December 14, 
| on the Census did incorporate and does in- 
| corporate in its text the provision for which | 
have been contending for this moruing, that 
the apportiontment shall be made upon the 
basis of the whole population as returned by this 
census, and that the calculation shall be inade 
and reported by the Secretary of the Interio; 
making up his calculation according to th, 
whole number of Representatives which slal| 
be fixed by the bill when the blanks have heey 
filled. 

Mr. HALDEMAN. The gentleman has 
stated that the Committee on the Ninth Censys 
_ has unanimously reported this bill. Now, asa 
member of that committee, I desire to say tha; 
I was always opposed to embracing these ge 
tions in reference to apportionment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. ‘The gentleman has the 
right to the correction, but there was nothing 
| in the report which gave me to understand any. 
| thing else. " 

There is a suggestion which I consider jp. 
portant. ‘The gentleman says there can be 
another bill; and, for anything that appears, 
there may be another bill to be reported to 
apportion Representatives. It may be another 
bill that will disregard the requirements of the 
Constitution as it stands amended this day by 
| the voice of the American people. It may be 


|| another bill that will base representation upon 


of legislative authority to the Secretary of the | 


There is, 1 repeat, no constitutional obstacle in | 


‘Lhe question then recurred on Mr. Jupp’s | 


The committee divided; and the tellers re- 


next section shall also be stricken out; not | 


these sections, but because from the decided | 
vote which the House has just given it seems || 


the committee can, and I am sure that they will || 


will make a proper bill by itself. I do this || 


| a partial enumeration of the people, according 
to the old and deficient census. I hope the 
House will not strike out the section. IL think 
the committee did about the best thing they 
accomplished from the beginning of their work 
'to the end of it when they recognized this 
| principle and incorporated it in their bill, 
Instead of striking it out let us amend it if 
necessary. If the House will not carry out the 
' whole requirement of the Constitution this 
session let them adopt it as far as it. goes and 
| finish it at an adjourned session. I desire to 
have the whole people represented in the 
Forty-Second Congress. I think it is danger 
| ous, I know it is unjust, to disfranchise ten 
million freemen in this country for three years 

| under the pretense that the Constitution does 
not enable us to give the people their rights 
Inch by inch I shall dispute the groundwith th: 
gentlemen who would allow this state of things. 
[ hope the section will not be stricken out. 

The question being taken on the motion ot 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GarrieLp] to 
strike out the section, there were—ayes ‘'l, 
noes 52. 

So the section was stricken out. 

The next section was read, as follows: 


Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That so soon a 
the next enumeration of the inhabitants of the sev- 
eral States directed by the Constitution of the United 
States to be taken shal) be completed and returned 
to the office of the Department of the Interior it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to 
ascertain theretrom the aggregate representatiy: 

| population of the United States, by counting the 
whole number of persons in each State, excluding 
Indians not taxed; but when the right to vote at an) 
election for the choice of electors for President and 
Vice President of the United States, Representatives 
in Congress, the executive and judicial officers of « 
State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is 
denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State 
being twenty-one years of age and citizens of the 
United States, or in any way abridged except for 
| participation in rebellion or other crime, he shall 
reduce the basis of representation therein in the 
proportion which the number of such male ¢itizens 
| shall bear to the whole number of male citizens 
twenty-one years of age in such State; and it shall 
be his duty to thus ascertain the aggregate repre- 
| sentative population of the United States; which 
| aggregate population heshall divide ; and the 
product of such division, rejecting any fraction of @ 
i 
| 
| 





unit, if any such happen to remain, shall be the ratio 
or rule of apportionment of Representatives among 
the several States under such enumeration ; and the 
| said Seeretary of the Department of the Interior 
shall then proceed in the same manner to ascertain 
| the representative population of each State, and to 
| dividethe whole number of the representative popu- 
| lation of each State by the ratio already determined 

by him as above directed; and the product of this 

last division shall be the number of Representatiyes 
| apportioned to such State under the enumeration 
| provided for in this act: Provided, That, the loss 1n 
| the number of members caused by the fractions re- 
| maining in the several States on the division of the 
| population thereof shall be compensated for by as- 
| signing to so many States having the largest fractions 
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litional member each for its fraction, as may 
.ceeary to make the whole number of Repre- 
atives: AN i provided also, That if, after the ap- 
ionment of the Representatives under the next 
ansus, 2 new State or States shall be admitted into 
i l nion the liepresentative or Representatives 
sened to such new State or States shall be in addi- 
» to the number of Representatives herein above 


i 


1 which excess of Representatives over 


NL only continue until the next succeeding appor- 
nment of Representatives under the next suc- 
ding census. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to 
trike out that section. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to know of the 
eptleman who prepared this bill whether or 
not he proposes at the present session of Con- 
‘ress to introduce a measure which shall pro- 
vide for the apportionment of members among 
, several States. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do, most 
decidedly, unless some other gentleman will 
indertake it. 

Mr. ALLISON. My meaning was, would 
the committee proposesuchameasure? Isthis 
bill to be followed up by another which shall 
vake immediate provision for apportionment? 

Mr. BINGHAM. When? 

Mr. ALLISON. If this is to be done dur- 
ing the present session and immediately, then 
t may be well enough to strike out these sec- 
tions from the bill; but I submit to the gen- 
tleman that it is not fair to leave the old law 
of 1850 as it stands with reference to appor- 
tionment. Nor is it afair proposition to leave 
this question open till after the enumeration 
of the several States shall have been taken. 
[he fairest way of dividing representation 
among the several States is to adopt the plan 
f apportionment before we know the exact 
population of the several States, so that gen- 
lemen will vote upon a rule or a principle, 
and not with reference to the particular inter- 
est they may have in the State which they rep- 
resent. Wherefore, if this is to be followed 
by another measure for that purpose immedi- 

ately I shall not oppose the striking out of 
these sections. At the same time | believe 
we should provide for the apportionment here 
and now, and in this bill. 

Mr. CLARKE. I propose to perfect the 
ection before the committee entertains the 
question of striking it out. But in the first 
place I desire to ask the gentleman who has 
charge of this bill on behalf of the committee 
if the striking out of the section and the sub- 
sequent one does not leave the question open 
as to the apportionment to be made by the 
Legislatures of the several States, which was 
mentioned early in this discussion? Suppose 
that the twenty-fourth section of this bill is 
stricken out, and suppose that Congress refuses 
by the supplementary bill which the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. GarFieLp] proposes to intro- 
duce to make the new arrangements contem- 
plated, shen would the matter stand upon the 
basis of the old law, and would there be any- 
thing in this law which would prevent the Legis- 
latures of the several States from making the 
apportionments? When the question was 
raised the other day the gentleman from Ohio 
very freely gave his opinion that this law pro- 
hibited the Legislature from making appor- 
tionments on the basis of the next census; 
but he now proposes to strike out the very 
section which had that effect. I want to know 
how he gets over that difficulty ? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will answer the 
gentleman. If he will turn to the twenty-sixth 
section of the bill as reported he will find a 
clause there repealing the old law in regard to 
the census and apportionment. Now, to make 
that section correspond with what the House 
has already done in striking out the section, it 
willbe necessary to adopt an amendment which 

am prepared to offer repealing only such 
parts of the old law as refer to the taking of 
the census, and not that part that changes the 
basis of representation or apportionment, and 
leave all that to be regulated by legislation 
hereafter. 


Mr. BINGHAM. When? 





Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If gentlemen 
prefer it we can leave in the section repealing 
the entire law, which will compel some legis: 
lation before there can be another apportion- 
ment. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to inquire whether 
it would be in order to move that this section, 
with the subsequent one, be reported back to 
the House with the recommendation that they 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary? 

The CHAIRMAN. Butone section can be 
before the committee at one time. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I will make my inquiry, 
then, with regard to this section. Would it be 
in order to move that when the billis reported 
back to the House it be with the recommend- 
ation that this section be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary? If it is, I will make 
that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the 
opinion that it is competent for the committee 
to recommend to the House to refer any por- 
tion of this bill to any committee. 

Mr. MAYNARD. After the action which 
the committee has just taken I will move 
that when the bill is reported to the House it 
be with the recommendation that this section 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WELKER. What will you do with the 
bill? 

Mr. MAYNARD. The bill will be reported 
with other recommendations, of course. My 
object is to take this branch of the bill out 
from the bill and refer it to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and leave with them the duty 
of providing for an apportionment of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Lrise to a point of order. 
The Committee of the Whole have no power 
to make a reference of anything to a committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair understands 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee to 
be that the Committee of the Whole recommend 
to the House that this section be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. In the opin- 
ion of the Chair that motion is in order, and it 
takes precedence of the motion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Garriecp. ] 

Mr. MAYNARD. My motion applies to the 
section now under consideration. 1 will state 
very frankly that my object is to have the whole 
matter embraced in this section and the pre- 
ceding and subsequent ones referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary for their action, 
as of course the Census Committee will be 
JSunctus officio when this bill shall have been 
disposed of. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Do I understand 
the Chair to decide that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union can vote to 
refer a section of the bill to one of the standing 
committees? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has not only 
not so decided but the Chair has decided that 
it cannot be done. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Then what is 
the motion? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole recommend to the House that 
this section be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. All amendments adopted in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union are but recommendations to the House; 
and this is but another recommendation to the 
House. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Is anything in order here 
except a motion to amend the bjll? 

The CHAIRMAN. Any recommendation 


touching any particular section of the bill if 


adopted by the committee will be by the Chair 
reported to the House, and-it will be for the 
House to determine whether they will concur 
with the committee. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Can we interrupt the 
reading of the bill for amendments to pass 
resolutions advising the House to refer certain 
matters to a committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. By the rules the bill 
must be gone through with by sections before 


— 


this report will be made to the House. Ifthe 
committee shall adopt this motion it will be 
only one of the recommendations of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Lrise to a point of order. 
I make the point that the proposition of the 
gentleman from Tennessee amounts to the 
striking out of this section. It is equivalent to 
a recommendation that it be stricken out. | 
make the point, therefore, that a motion to 
amend the section takes precedence of that 
proposition. It is competent for the commit 
tee to perfect the section before the motion of 
the gentleman from Tennessee is voted on. 

The CHAIRMAN. No motion is now pend 
ing to perfect the section. When a motion to 
perfect the section shall be made by any mem- 
ber the Chair will rule upon the question. The 
pending motion is to strike out the section. 
Che ruling of the Chair is that the motion of 
the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. Mayyanp | 
will take precedence of the motion to strike 
out, for it is evident that if the section should 
be stricken out it could not afterward be 
referred to any committee. It is therefore 
necessary that the motion of the gentleman 
from ‘Tennessee shall take precedence of the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gar 
FIELD.] Tor the same reason if the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Nintack] or any other 
gentleman should move an amendment to per- 
tect the section, then that motion will take 
precedence of the motion of the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. NIBLACK. The point | make is that 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee 
is equivalent to a motion to strike out the sec 
tion. I desire to ofler an amendment to the 
section. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Nipiack] makes a motion to 
amend the section the Chair will rule that it 
takes precedence of the motions of the gentle- 
man from ‘lennessee [Mr. Maynakp] and the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GarFigE.p. | 

Mr. NIBLACK. I move to amend this sec 
tion by striking out the words ‘* excluding In 
dians not taxed.’’ My reason for moving that 
amendment is that if the so-called fourteenth 
article of amendment to the Constitution 
amounts to anything—a question about which 
I confess | have some very grave doubts—thos« 
words in our Constitution are rendered obso 
lete. That fourteenth article of amendment 
provides that— 

‘* All persons born or naturalized in the United 
States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof are 
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein 
they reside.” 

Now, if Indians are within the jurisdiction 
of the United States then we must consider 
them a portion of our population, and native 
citizens, without reference to the question 
whether they pay taxes or not. We cannot 
longer treat them as a foreign people, or as for- 
eign tribes assimilated somewhat to the people 
of foreign nations, as we have been doing here- 
tofore; but we must trea’, them as citizens of 
the United States, entitled to all the privileges 
of such citizens, ridiculovs as it may seem to 
have to do so. 

I know the question arises, what is it that 
places persons within the jurisdiction of the 
United States? I take the ground that by a 
proper construction of the fourteenth amend- 
ment everybody residing within the territorial] 
limits of the United States who does not owe 


allegiance to some foreign Power, or who under 


the law of nations is a citizen of some foreign 
nation, is within the jurisdiction of the United 
States. But Indians do not owe any allegiance 
to any foreign Power, and their tribal relations 
are not recognized as national relations. 

Mr. PAINE. Iwould ask the gentleman if 
he has ever considered the bearing upon this 
question of the following words in the second 
section of the fourteenth amendment? 


‘** Representatives shall be apportioned among the 
several States according to their respectivenumbers, 
counting the whole number of persons in each State, 
excluding Indians not taxed.” 
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Mr. NIBLACK. I concede that upon this 
question there is some repugnance between 
these provisions, bat insist that the general 
provision must prevail if it really has any 
force and amounts to anything. But I really 
have but one point inmy mind now, and that 
is the question of jurisdiction. Indians do 


States has any force whatever, or ever had, as 
J 9 ’ 


There are, theoretically at all events, thirty- 


| seven States constituting the United States of | 


America. Congress has never yet taken upon 
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| 


| a part of the Constitution of this great country. || that motion to be in order. 


| ward be entertained to strike out the se 


itself the responsibility of declaring that the || 
| American Union consists of any smaller num- || 


not owe any allegiance to other nations, as I || 


have already remarked, and their tribal rela- 
tions are not recognized as being national rela- 
tions subjecting them to that sort of intercourse 
which we have to recognize in dealing with other 
nations of the world. 
country being natives of it, and having been 
born within its jurisdiction, it follows as a 
necessary logical consequence that they are 


citizens if we recognize the binding force of | 


this amendment. 


This provision, therefore, of the Constitution | 
which declares all persons born within the | 


All the Indians of this | 


jurisdiction of the United States to be citizens | 


annuls, I think, the provision which proposes 
to exclude from the enumeration Indians not 
taxed. Hence I have moved this amendment 
for the purpose of re the harmony of 
our legislation an¢ 





called the fourteenth amendment—a proposi- 
tion adopted for partisan purposes and passed, 
I think, with more indecent haste than ever 
before attended the adoption of any constitu- 
tional amendment. 


Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. Are there any | 


Indians not taxed? So far as they are con- 
sumers of manufactured or imported articles 
they are tax-payers. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Itis not necessary I should 


trying to conform to this | 
very remarkable amendmentof the Constitution | 





go into the question whether the Indians are || 


taxed or not taxed ; for so far as my argument 
is concerned it makes no sort of difference. 
But in point of fact, Mr. Chairman, I suppose 
there are a great many Indians who are not 
taxed, or from whom, at least, no tax is col- 
lected; for 1 suppose many of them do not 
remain in one place long enough to be assessed, 
much less to have taxes collected from them. 
But Iam content to rest this question on the 


proposition that being born within the juris- | 


diction of the United States these Indians are 
citizens under the fourteenth amendment, if 
it be really now a part of the Constitution of 
the United States. 

The amendment of Mr. Nipiack was not 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. MayNnarp. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Upon consultation with 
the gentlemen of the Census Committee, and 
being reminded of the extent of their investiga- 
tions, I will with the leave of the committee 
modify my motion so as to provide that this 
subject shall be considered by the select Com- 
mittee on the Ninth Census rather than the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I move to amend by striking 
out in the pending section all that part which 
recognizes the operation of the fourteenth con- 
stitutional amendment in excluding certain per- 
sons from representation in certain States. The 
language which I propose to strike out is as 
follows: 


But when the right to vote at any election for the 
choice of electors for President and Vice President 
of the United States, Representatives in Congress, 
the executive and judicial officers of a State, or the 
members of the Legislature thereof is d-nied to any 
of the male inhabitants of such State being twenty- 
one years of age and citizens of the United States, 
or in any way abridged except for participation in 
rebellion or other crime, he shall reduce the basis of 
representation therein in the proportion which the 
number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole 
number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in 
euch State; and it shall be his duty to thus ascertain 
the aggregaterepresentative population of the United 
States. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, inasmuch as the com- 
mittee has not seen fit to recognize the theory 
upon which I proposed my last amendment, I 
offer this amendment upon a somewhat differ- 
ent theory. I present this proposition upon 
the ground that I do not believe the fourteenth 


amendment of the Constitution of the United 














ber of States. ‘There being, then, thirty-seven 
States, any proposed amendment of the Con- 
stitution in order to become operative must 
have the assent of twenty-eight States. On 
looking into the history of this fourteenth 
amendinent I[ find that from the time of its 
submission by Congress until the present day 
thirty States have voted for the ratification of 
thatamendment. Of these thirty States twenty- 
three are what are termed in common political 
parlance loyal or adhering States, States that 
never attempted to withdraw from the Ameri- 
can Union, and the other seven are what have 
been know as seceding States, to wit: Arkan- 


| sas, Florida, North Carolina, Alabama, South || 
Carolina, Louisiana, and Virginia. Of thesethe | 


State of Virginia, I believe, hasnever been recog- | 


nized by the party in power, represented by the 
majority in this House, as an organized State 
within the Union. She is not represented here 
to-day. She has never been represented here 
since the commencement of the war, except with 
one or two brief intervals, except in some excep- 
tional cases. She is now known as constituting 
‘*the first military district of the United States’’ 
under the reconstruction laws. Certainly gen- 
tlemen on the other side will not insist that her 
ratification can be of any force and validity up 
to this moment. Whether she shall vitalize it 
hereafter is a question I do not consider. Up 
to this time the majority here will not insist 
that anything she has done is of any binding 
forceasa State. That leaves only twenty-nine 
States recognized as States within the Union 
and in practical relation to the other States of 
the American Union that have assented to this 
amendment. Of those twenty-nine States, 


three have withdrawn their assent, to wit, | 


Ohio, New Jersey, and Oregon, before enough 
had voted to constitute three fourths, leaving 
but twenty-six States which have unreservedly 
given their adhesion to this amendment. 
Now, sir, I have always insisted, and reaffirm 


| my position here to-day with the responsibility 


that attaches to my position as a member of 
Congress of the United States, that 1 believe 
that before three fourths have voted in favor 
of the ratifiation of any proposed amendment 
any State theretofore consenting may withdraw 
that consent. The validity of the fourteenth 
amendment depends on that. My theory is 
that until a proposed amendment has received 
the assent of three fourths of the States it is a 
mere proposition to the States to be accepted 
or rejected by them, or accepted by them and 
afterward rejected if they shall choose to do 
so. In other words, it is an open question—a 
question of negotiation between the Federal 
Government and the States, respectively ; 
therefore I believe that the fourteenth amend- 
ment has not received the assent of three 
fourths of the States as required by the Con- 
stitution to make it obligatory upon us. 

I should like to refer to some of the means 
resorted to to obtain from many of the States 
what purported to be an assent to this amend- 
ment; the absolute coercion used in many 
cases in order to obtain this pretended assent ; 
but my time does not permit. 

{Here the hammer fell. | 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Chairman, I 
presume that the committee will strike out 
this section, as it has already stricken out sec- 
tion twenty-three. In order to be consistent 
with our previous action we must strike it out. 
In this connection I desire to put a question 
to the Chair in reference to the motion of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Maynarp, ] 
that this section be referred to another com- 
mittee. Do I understand the Chair to enter- 
tain that motion to refer this section to the 
Committee on the Ninth Census? 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has ruled 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. If that question | 
decided in the affirmative could a motion es 

after. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair fies un 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then, as a point of 
order, it seems to me that the motion to strike 
| out is first in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules tha: 
the motion of the gentleman from Ten . 
is first in order. 

Mr. Nipiack’s amendment was rejected. 
and the motion of Mr. Maywarp was the, 
disagreed to. 

Mr. WINANS. I move to strike out th. 
words ‘‘ to thus ascertain the aggregate repre. 
sentative population of the United States 
which aggregate population he shall divide.’ 
and in lieu thereof to insert ‘ having ascor. 
tained the aggregate representative populatioy 
of the United States as aforesaid, to.” r 

Mr. Chairman, the first clause of the firs: 
| section of this bill provides for the ascertain. 
| ment of the aggregate representative popula 
tion of the United States. The second clayse 
| provides for deducting from the representatiye 
| population of certain exceptional States which 
disfranchised a portion of their citizens a por. 
tion of the representation to which they would 
otherwise be entitled. The bill then goes on to 
provide that it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
of the Interior to ascertain the aggregate repre- 
| sentative population of the United States, which 
aggregate population he shall divide, &c. Now, 
sir, the point of my amendment is this, that jy 
the bill as it now stands the exceptional cases 
of States which disfranchise a portion of their 
citizens will decrease the aggregate represent- 
ative population of the whole country, and wil! 
consequently increase the ratio of representa. 
tion in order to have a certain number of Rep: 
resentatives which may be provided. he 
| amendment I now propose will cure that diff. 
culty. By fixing the number of Represent. 
| atives at a certain number and fixing the ratio 
| by which those Representatives shall be elected 
| the disfranchisement of a portion of the citizens 
| in any particular State will not affect the ques. 
{ 


nessee 





tion generally throughout the country, but 
| only in the States in which they are thus dis- 
| franchised. ‘The aggregate number of Repre- 
| sentatives being fixed, until the disfranchised 


|| citizens of a particular State are enfranchised 


| that particular State will not be entitled to 
| have any more Representatives than it woull 
otherwise have; and the aggregate Represent: 
atives in the House of Representatives will be 
| less than that which is authorized when all the 
people are enfranchised. 
| If I have been understood I have said about 
all that I desired to say upon the subject. | 
will illustrate, however. Suppose thatthe State 
of Tennessee, for instance, has five hundred 
| thousand citizens, who have to be estimated as 
| the voting population, but one hundred thou: 
sand of them are disfranchised, and one hun- 
dred thousand is the ratio of representation: 
‘Tennessee would then be entitled to five Rep- 
resentatives. live hundred thousand for Ten- 
/nessee would be counted in ascertaining the 
| aggregate voting population of the country, and 
| one hundred thousand would be the ratio; but 
until ‘'ennessee enfranchises the one hundred 
thousand who are disfranchised she would be 
entitled to but four Representatives. And i! 
| three hundred was the number of Represent: 
atives, theaggregate number fixed, there would 
be but two hundred and ninety-nine Represent 
_atives in Congress. When Tennessee should 
_enfranchise her population and be entitled to 
her full quota, then the actual number enfran- 
chised would be the number of her citizens. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that the 
| committee rise to close debate upon this sec 
tion. Ihad hoped that we might have stricken 
it out without debate. Bat, if the committee 
| is willing to take that vote now, I shall with- 
draw that motion. 
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rhe CHAIRMAN. Is there any objection 
to closing debate ?- Che Chair hears none. — 
~ The question being taken on Mr. Wrnans’s 
amendment, it was disagreed to. 
The question being taken on the motion of 
Mr, GaRFIELD, of Ohio, to strike out section 
twenty-four, it was agreed to. 
The next section was read, as follows: 


sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That when the 
Department of the Interior shall have apportioned 
che Representatives in the manner above directed 
mong the several States, under the next enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of the United States, heshall, 
« soon as practicable, make out and transmit, under 
rhe seal of his office, to the House of Representatives 
certificate of the number of members apportioned 
+) each State under the enumeration provided for 
in this act; and shall likewise make out and trans- 
mit without delay to the Executive of each State a 
eotificate, under his seal of office, of the number 
of members apportioned to such State under such 


numeration. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to strike 
out that section. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The Clerk read the next section, as follows: 


src, 6, And be it further enacted, That an act enti- 
tled “An act providing for the taking of the seventh 
ind subsequent censuses of the United States, and to 
fix the number of the members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives and provide for their future apportion- 
ment among the several States,” approved May 23, 
1850; and also an act entitled ‘*An act fixing the num- 
er of the members of the House of Representatives 
from and after the 3d March, A, D. 1863,” approved 
March 4, 1862, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I moveto amend 
this section to make it correspond with what 
has now been settled by the House, so that the 
section shall read as follows: 


Src. 26. And be it further enacted, That all the pro- 
isions of an act entitled “‘An act providing for the 
iking of the seventh and subsequent censuses of the 
United States and to fix thenumber of the members 
fthe House of Representatives and provide fortheir 
future apportionment among the several States,’’ 
approved May 23, 1850, which relate to the taking 
{ the ninth census be, and the same are hereby, re- 


ealed, 


Mr. BINGHAM. 
whole section. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


I move to strike out the 


The motion of the gen- 


tleman from Ohio on the left of the Chair [ Mr. 


GARFIELD] takes precedence of the motion of 
the gentleman from Ohio on the right of the 
Chair, [Mr. Bryeuam. J 

The question being taken on the motion of 
r. GARFIELD, of Ohio, it was agreed to. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I now move to strike out 
the whole section. I want this done because 
my colleague has undertaken to introduce a 
measure to Operate upon the apportionment of 
representation among the States. We have 
been notified that the committee will introduce 
a bill upon the basis of this census to give the 
people their rights. If the apportionment of 
1860 is to be maintained it is an apportionment 
based on the census of 1860; it omits the people 
of 1870; it omits the census of 1870. The 
declaration is substantially made in advance 
that we are to continue to the end without hav- 
ing any regard at all to therights of the freemen 
in this country that are not represented under 
that apportionment at all. 

Gentlemen have been notified that the com- 
mittee intend to do justice in this matter. If 
they do this motion will help them, and I ask, 
therefore, that the whole of the section be 
stricken out. The balance of it simply pre- 
serves the apportionment of the census of 1860. 
Why the committee should retain that I can- 
not understand, unless it is their purpose in 
that declaration to notify the committee when 
they come to frame another bill that they do 
not take into account the ten million freemen 
in this country who are not represented at all, 
and among whom there has been no appor- 
ionment of representation. I suppose myself 
that the number of the House of Representa- 
lives Ought to have some relation to the whole 
number of the represeatative population of the 
United States, and why this section should be 
retained [ cannot understand at all. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. In striking out 
the section which has just been stricken out 
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the committee thought it best to cut loose en- 
tirely from everything but the census itself, 
and to pass a clause to repeal some laws which 
we do not pass anything to take the place of 
seems to be unwise. Let us remit the whole 
subject to the Committee on the Census for its 
action rather than repeal a law that we do not 
provide a substitute for. I hope the amend- 
ment will not prevail. 

Mr. BINGHAM. My colleague does not 
seem to see the point. If the committee is 
going to report another bill, why retain the old 
law? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Suppose Con- 
gress does not pass another bill? 

Mr. BINGHAM. If it does not whose fault 
is it? Are the people to be cheated out of rep- 
resentation? Is the whole number of Repre- 
sentatives to have no relation to the number 
of people to berepresented? Who ever heard 
of such a thing before? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Allow me to say 
that we want the present law to continue for 
the Forty-Second Congress. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 1 do not want any such 
injustice toward the American people to con- 
tinue longer. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If the gentle- 
man repeals this law there will be no law for 
the election of the I’orty-Second Congress. 

The question was taken on Mr. Bineuam’s 
motion ; and it was disagreed to. 

The Clerk then read the next section, as 
follows : 


Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, That the Super 
intendent of the Census shall require and obtain from 
every railroad corporation in the United States the 
following facts, to exhibit the condition of such com- 
pany on the Ist June, 1870, or at the date of the last 
annual report made since June 1, 1869, to wit: the 
name of the corporation or company, with corporate 
name of lines leased ; the number of miles of its roads 
preasstes ; the number of miles completed ; the num 
yer Of miles leased; miles of double track exclusive 
of sidings; capital stock allowed by the charter; 
amount paid up; number of mail stations; highest 
grade,including curvature, in each division operated: 
total cost of track and equipment of the road; cost of 
grading and masonry, including engineering; exhib- 
iting separately cost of bridges, of stations, build- 
ings, fixtures, of land and land damages, of iron rails, 
of sleepers, of fences, of locomotives, of passenger 
and baggage cars, of freight cars, and cost of purchase 
of other lines and of telegraphs. Also, total amount 
of debt; also, acres of land held, exclusive of that 
used for stations, buildings, wharves, and tracks. 
Also, amount of rolling stock, exhibiting separately 
serviceablelocomotives; unserviceable locomotives; 
passenger cars; sleeping cars; mail, baggage, and 
express cars; box cars; stock ears; freight and 
coal cars. 
ing separately the number connected with the gen- 
eral administration, conductors, station-masters, 
ticket agents, brakemen, engineers, firemen, flag- 
men and gatemen, mechanics, and laborers. Also, 
the total receipts of the corporation, exhibiting sep- 
arately the receipts from passengers ; from freights ; 
from expresses; from mails; from rents; from mis- 
cellaneous sources exciusive of loansand stocks sold. 
Also, the total expenditure of the corporation, 
exhibiting separately the kind and cost of fuel; the 
amount of national, State, and municipal taxation; 
interest on bonds and their indebtedness; passenger 
transportation service: dividends paid within the 
year in cash; dividends paid within the year in 
stock; freight and transportation service; repairs 
of the track and bridges; repairs of rolling stock; 
repairs of buildings and fences; damages to mer- 
chandise; damages to freight; payments of personal 
injuries; telegraph expenses and repairs; new struc- 
tures and other permanent improvements. Also, 
the operations of the road, exhibiting separately 
the mileage of passenger trains; mileage of freight 
trains; other mileage including repair, wood, and 
gravel trains; number of way passengers carried; 
average way fares per mile; number of through 
passengers carried; average of through fares per 
mile; total number of passengers carried reduced to 
one mile; average rate per ton per mile on local 
freight; average rate per ton per mile on all through 
freight; tons of coal; tonsof merchandise: bushels 
of grain; barrels of flour; number of horses and ecat- 
tle; number of sheep and swine; number of thou- 
sand feet of lumber; total tons of freight; total tons 
carried reduced to one mile; tons forwarded East 
(or North;) tons forwarded West (or South.) Also, 
concerning casualties, exhibiting separately the 
number of passengers or employés killed or wounded ; 
the character of the accidents, whether by false hand- 
ling of switches, signals or draws, or by defects in 
wheels, breaking of couplings or rails,-or by imped- 


| tments placed accidentally or intentionally on the 


| 


| 


I 


treek. Also, the number of miles of railroad tele- 
graph lines, the number of miles of wire, and the total 
cost. He shall also, in like manner, require and 
obtain from the owners, proprietors, or managers of 
any canal or river improvement the following facts, 


Also, total number of employés, exhibit- | 
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to wit: name of canol orriverimprovement; points 
connetted; miles of canal; miles of slackwater ; 
dimensions of improvement in feet, exhibiting the 
depth, and the width at the bottom and top; the 
number of locks and their standard length, depth 

and width: number of feet of rise and fall: cost of 
structures; cost of enlargement; number of bouts: 
total tonnage; total tons of freight c-rried East o1 
North; totaltonscarried West or South; tons of eval: 
tons of merchandise; bushels of grain: barrels of 
flour; number of hofsesand cattle; number of shee; 

and swine; number of thousand feet of lumber; av: r 

age rate of local tolls per mile; total amount received 
for tolls in 1869; annual aver«sge expenses per mile for 
repairs from 1860 to 1869; the average number otf 
months of navigation during theyear. And he sball 
also procure, from the best available sources, full sta 

tistics of the coastwise trade and of the lake andin 

land river navigation of the United States, which shal! 
particularly show the number of vessels employed, 
and where, and whether of sail or propelled by steam; 
also the tonnage capacity of each; and the actual 
tonnage transported upon each lake and river and 
coastwise, during the year 1869. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. There is an 
amendment which has been printed and is 
upon the desks of members which I have been 
authorized by the committee to offer as an 
addition to this section. It is an amendment 
which embraces the express business, tele 
graph companies, and fire, life and marine 
insurance. [| ask the Clerk to read the amend 
ment. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


Add to section twenty-seven the following: 

He shall also in like manner require and obtain 
from the owners, proprietors, or managers of every 
express company the following facts, to wit: name 
of corporation or company; capital paid up; total 
capital stock; length of lines in miles; whether th: 
business is conducted by rail, vessel, or otherwise 
total amount paid tv railroads or vessels for uss ot 
line or lines; number of officers; number of persons 
engaged in general administration; number ot 
agents and messengers; total receipts; total ex 
penditures; exhibiting separately amount paid fo: 
salaries, for repairs, and for general expenses; ani! 
he may require such further information as in 
his judgment may be necessary to secure full re 
turns of the transactions of such company. He 
shall also in like manner require and obtain from 
the owners, proprietors, or managers of every tele 
graph company the following facts, to wit: name of 
corporation or company ; terminal points connected 
capital paid up; length of lines in miles; miles of 
wire; number of officers: number of persons engaged 
in general administration; number of persue en 
gaged as telegraph operators; the number of mes 
sages transmitted by officers of the United States: 
the number of messages transmitted for the press 
the number of messages transmitted for private pai 
ties; total number of messages transmitted: tota! 
receipts from messages; total expenditures of th: 
company,exhibiting separately the amountexpende | 
for salaries, for repairs, and for general expenses. 
Iie shall also, in hike manner, require and obtain 
from the officers or managers of all life insurance: 
companies the following facts, to wit: name of com 
pany; amount of paid-up capital; the number o 
persons employed in the general administration; th: 
number employed as agents; the total gross assets of 
the company, exhibiting, separately, realized asset 
deferred and unpaid premiums and premium notes 
and loans; total liabilities of the company, exhibit 
ing, separately, losses adjusted and unadjusted, 
losses resisted, serip and oan dividends, dividends 
to policy-holders not applied, reinsurance fund; al! 
other claims, including capital; receipts from cash 
premiums, receipts from all other sources; total cash 
expenditures, exhibiting, separately, amount paid 
for losses and claims, dividends to stockholders, div 
idends to policy-holders; commissions, officers’ sal 
aries; medical examiners’ fees, national, State, and 
local taxation, and all other cash expenditures; also 
premium note expenditures; also the number and 
amount of policies issued during the year; also, 
exhibiting policies terminating during the year; 
the number and amount terminated by death; by 
expiration; by surrender; by lapse: by change: 
total number and amount of policies in force; 
exhibiting separately those of $1,000 or under: the 
number and amount of those from $1,000 to $2,000, 
from $2,000 to $3,000, from $3,000 to $5,000, from $5,000 
to $10,000, and the number and amount of those above 
310,000; also the amount of premiuins received on 
policies in force and the average premium on each 
policy; also the amount of losses in cash and notes 
and the percentage of tbe loss to the total amount of 
policies in force; also percentage of assets to risks in 
force. He shall also, in like manner, require and 
obtain from every fire and marine insurance com 
pany the following facts, to wit: name of company: 
amount of capital stock authorized by charter; the 
amount paidup; the number of persons employed in 
gencral administration; the number employed 
agents; the gross assetsof company ; the total liabili- 
ties, exhibiting separately the amount of losses 
adjusted, losses unadjusted, losses resisted, rein 
surance fund, fire at fifty per cent., marine and inland 
at one hundred per cent.; all other liabilities, in- 
cluding capital; also the total receipts, exhibiting 
separately fire premiums, marine and inland promi 
ums, and receipts from all other sources, including 
interest, dividends, and rents; also the total expend- 
itures, exhibiting separately the number and 
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amount of fire losses, of marine and inland losses, 
dividends, commissions, officers’ salaries, Stage; na- 
tione! and municipal taxes, and all other expenses; 
concerning riska written during the year, the num- 
ber and amount of fire, number and amount of 
marine and tnland; concerning the risks in force 
December 31, 1869; the number and amount of fire 
risks having less than one year to run, less than 
three years to run, more than three years to run, and 
the number and amount of marine and inland risks 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to say 
a word only in regard to this amendment. The 
committee before they reported the bill had 
this same matter before them, and were anxious, 
if possible, to get it into the bill, but they feared 
that the House would consider that they were 
overloading the Superintendent of the Census 
with the requirements made of him. They 
therefore left it out until they ascertained what 
they thought was a favorable disposition in the 
House for further information in this regard. 

I will mention a few facts while I am up to 
show the enormous extent of the business of 
two of the items referred to in this amendment, 
fire and marine and life insurance. In regard 
to the business of fire and marine insurance it 
is reported in the columns ofa journal published 
by the insurance institutions of this country that 


there is atthe present moment $3,092,000,000 | 
of the policies of insurance against fire and | 


marine losses. 

Since the census of 1860 was taken the life 
insurance business of the country has grown 
up from almost nothing to enormous propor- 
tions. lor instance, there were in 1860 but 
seventeen life insurance companies in the Uni- 
ted States, and fifty-six thousand and some 
odd policiesin force. In 1868, the statistics of 


to judge whether, while the life insurance com- 
panies profess to rely upon the mortality tables, 
they do not insure only on those lives that are 
excepted from those tables, upon the certifi- 
cates of physicians that they are free from 
ordinary disease? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I believe the 
gentleman is correct, that selected lives are 
those which are insured, and of course the 
average length of such lives is much greater 
than of ordinary lives. 

Ce the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. GarrieLp] a question. 

The CHAIRMAN, The time of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio has expired. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Then I will move an 


amendment. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Before the gen- 


. tleman does that 1 desire to move a verbal 


that year being the latest I have, there were | 
537,594 policies in force; over half a million | 


of the population of the United States were 


insured in the fifty-five life insurance companies | 


of this country; and the total amount insured 


reached the enormous sum of $1,528,000,000. | 


Now, whether those companies are sound or 
not, whether the people may rely upon the 
safe investment of the money which they have 
put in the hands of those companies will all 
depend upon the way in which they are con- 


amendment. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Certainly. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to change 
the term ‘‘ telegraph company ’’ to ‘‘telegraph 
line.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I move to amend the 
amendment by adding to it the following: 

And he shall require and obtain from each and 
every banking association in the United States and 
the Territories thereof full statistics of the condition 
and business of each of said associations for the year 
ending the Ist of June, 1870. And he shall also re- 
quire and obtain from each and every banker and 


broker in the United States and the Territories 
thereof full statistics of the business of such banker 


and broker for the year ending the Ist of June, 1870. | 


It will be remembered, Mr. Chairman, that 
two or three days ago I called the attention 


of the committee to the subjects embraced in | 


the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. GarrieLp,] as well as those in- 


cluded in the proposition I now offer. I do | 


'| not understand why the gentleman from Ohio 


ducting their business; and we propose by | 
this bill to bring out the facts so that the eoun- | 
try may see what and of what kind are the | 


operations of those great corporations. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Will the gentleman 
allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. WOODWARD. As the gentleman 
seems to be familiar with the statistics of life 
insurance in this country I wish to inquire 


whether the statement which I recently read | 


in a respectable newspaper is true or not: that 
the life insurance companies of this country 
receive from seven to thirty-three dollars for 
every dollar that they pay the insured ? 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I cannot say to | 
my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Woopwarp] | 


how that may be; but this I can say, that the 


all their calculations upon mortality tables 
more than a hundred years old. But since those 
tables were made out the average length of 
human life has very considerably increased, 
and, as a matter of course, every month of 
increase in the average of human life is a help 


or the special committee, while taking cogni- 
zance of all the questions which were to a 
limited extent discussed the other day, with 
reference to railroad corporations, express 


companies, life insurance business, &c. ,has | 


left out entirely the great question connected 
with the banking associations of the United 
States. This is as important a subject as any 
one embraced in this bill. If there be any 
reason for this omission on the part of the 
committee it was, I presume, indicated by the 
statement which the gentleman from Ohio 
made to the committee the other day. The 
gentleman said the committee considered that 
the report of the Comptroller of the Currency 
would contain all necessary and reliable in- 
formation upon these subjects. But, sir, let us 
not forget that the value of a statistical report 
depends upon its fullness, completeness, and 
truthfulness; and hence it is proper that this 
census report should give us full statistics con- 


| cerning all these questions embraced in the 
life insurance companies of this country base 


to these companies so long as they go on with | 


the old mortality tables. I can say further- 
more that one of the great life insurance com- 
panies of the country has just been building 
and has nearly completed one of the most mag: 


nificent marble buildings that the city of New | 


York possesses. 


Mr. WOODWARD. If the statement to 


doubt it, then the life insurance business of | 
this country has become one of the most stu- 
pendous frauds of which we have any knowl- 
edge. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. [should be sorry 
to think that that was true. 

Mr. KELLEY. Is there any provision in 


proposition just submitted by the gentleman 
from Ohio, as well as those contemplated by 
the amendment I have submitted. We donot 
wish to be compelled to consult the report of 
the Comptroller of the Currency or any report 
of the same character to find out the condition 
of the banks of the United States. We wish 


to find all these matters in full detail within | 


the volumes of the census. In order that the 
census may afford us such information, I have 
offered my amendment to the amendment. 


Mr. STRONG. Mr. Chairman, I rise to | 
oppose the amendment of the gentleman from | 
Illinois, [Mr. IncGerso.u.] I approve of the | 
|| proposition to include in this census the statis- 
which I allude is true, and I have no reason to | 


tics of the insurance business of the country. 
In omitting this subject, the original bill was 
certainly seriously defective. Any exhibition 
of the business statistics of the country leaving 
out the business of insurance would be like the 
play of Hamlet with the part of Hamlet omit- 


ted. Few members of the House, I presume, 


the schedule of this bill that would enable us | 


unless their attention has been specially called 
to this subject, are aware of ‘the magnitude 
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and importance of the insurance business ,, 
the country. The little city of Hartford jj. 
nine fire insurance companies, with assets ,¢ 
$12,000,000; and eight life insurance com - 
nies, with assets of $50,000,000. I cannot Zz 
the total amount of the assets of the insuranc 
companies of the United States; but it is ec:. 
mated that the premiums paid annually by th, 
people of this Union amount to the enormo,, 
sum of $150,000,000. i 
This business, as has been remarked jy :), 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Garriztp.} }. 
largely increased during the last decade, |, 
deed, sir, in 1860 life insurance was in its in fay 
Of the twenty-three hundred pages of the |, 
census report only one page, if | am corree:), 
informed, was devoted to the subject of ins: 
ance. I trust, sir, that in the census of [87 
| this great and rapidly-growing business wil] },,. 
fairly represented. <A few States have jngy, 
ance bureaus which furnish for their own ¢;; 
zens reliable information as to the standin: 
and condition of the companies doing busines. 
within their borders, and it is exceeding|, 
desirable that full and accurate insurance gi; 
tistics should be provided for the people of jj 
| the States. The value of such statistics eq) 
|| hardly be over-estimated. They would be o; 
| great service to honest underwriters in their 
| endeavors to fix reasonably remunerative rates 
of premium. They would be of immense 
benefit to the people for the protection which 
| they would afford against worthless, swindling, 
and bogus companies. The great insurance 
interest of the district which I have the honor 
to represent justifies, perhaps, these few words 
from me and this momentary detention of the 
committee. 
On the amendment of Mr. INGERSOLL there 
were—ayes 41, noes 85; no quorum voting. 
The CHAIRMAN, under the rule, ordered 
tellers ; and appointed Mr. Have and Mr. Bey 
JAMIN. 
The committee divided; and the tellers re. 
ported—ayes 64, noes 55, 
So the amendment to the amendment wa: 
adopted. 
The question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. GARFIELD as amended. 
Mr. HOAR. I move to amend the ameni 
ment as follows: 

After the word “‘commissions,”’ in the forty-first 
| line, insert the words “* including sums paid to agents 
| by the insurers and the insured.” 

After the word ‘‘commissioners,” in the seventy- 
second line, insert the same words. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not know that the 
| amendment requires any explanation. It isto 
| have the statistics clearly establish what pro- 
portion of the sums are paid into the treasury 
of the insurance companies and what propor: 
tion into the hands of agents. 
| The amendment to the amendment was 

adopted. 

Mr. COX. I move to strike out the last word 
of the amendment, and I do it for the purpose 
of saying this generally: I think that thiscom- 
mittee is overloading this bill with inquisitorial 
duties which are fixed upon these officers. ‘The 
information called for by this bill is far beyond 
| what was ever contemplated by those who made 
| the Constitution,and by those who administered 
it for many years in reference to the taking 0! 
thecensus. I suppose all that was everintended 
originally was an enumeration of the people 
for the purpose of representation ; but we are 
now going on in this bill into such particularity 
that this census will not be completed in the 
next ten years if this thing is kept up. 

I am amazed, Mr. Chairman, to see the won: 
| derful particularity in which the railroad inter 
est was to be inquired into. I was glad to see 
itdone. I heard the gentleman from Massa 
chusetts [Mr. BurLer] and the gentleman trom 
Iowa [Mr. ALLIson] say thatthey were going 
cripple this great mammoth interest, to bring 
| it down upon its knees, to stop the high charges 
| for transportation. In the interest of the peo 
‘| ple they were going to do some great things 
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with railroads. Now, what do the gentlemen 
~anaee to do after they get all this informa- 
i information running through two or three 
aoe of this bill? Do they propose Federal 
-nelation? If they would do something for 
"ix people by Federal legislation let them stop 
. subsidies and land grants to railroads. 
\iready have they granted one hundred and 
‘whty million acres of land, which at $1 25 
ner acre would amount to $230,000,000. In 
various other ways the gentlemen belonging to 
the party on the other side of the House are 
responsible for building up these great monop- 
olies. Now they are looking after information 
ae to how they can cripple the children they 
have themselves created. If they are true 
fiends of the people and wish to help them by 
this information why do they on every occasion 
vote down cheap timberand cheap bread ; why 
do they vote down reciprocity treaties and go 
for high taxes when we have already a full 


Treasury? Why do they not come up and | 


assist the people in practice? All this inform- 
ation and all the reasons given for it, Mr.Chair- 
man, are mere words, empty words. I want to 
see acts for the relief of the people. 

Mr. PETERS. I wish to ask the gentleman 
whether most of these land grants were not 
made in the Congress of 1856, and whether the 
gentleman did not vote for them? 

Mr. COX. I did not vote for them. I did 
not even vote for the Pacific railroad, as I have 
often felt sorry to say. I have been almost 
sorry that I did not vote for it; but when I have 
seen it become a great running sore upon the 
body-politic I have solaced my conscience with 
the conviction that I voted right. 

Mr. PETERS. Were they not Democratic 
Congresses that made these grants? 

Mr. COX. Since 1863 there has been no 
Democratic Congress, and the great bulk of 
these land grants have been made since that 
time by the Republican party, who have had 
charge of the Government. 

But Ido not wish to lead debate too far from 
the subject. I do not believe it is within the 
purview of the House, under the Constitution, 
todemand so much of the people as the in- 
formation sought for in this bill. If we con- 
tinue this thing Iam afraid we shall lose our 
senses in taking the census. [Laughter.] In 
order to get this information we will have to 
get the highest talent on the part of business 
men in order to get these facts from banks, 
railroads, and everybody else. I know that 
you propose to call upon the railroads and the 
banks themselves for information. We will 


not know much more when this information | 


comes in than we know now. 
I therefore oppose, Mr. Chairman, any fur- 





ther inquisitorial power being placed in the | 
hands of these enumerators or any of the other | 


officers contemplated by this bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Is the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Cox] opposed to 
the railroad and telegraph section? 

Mr. COX, Iwas asking the gentleman from 
Ohio, my former colleague, what he proposed 
to do when he said he would grapple with these 
great monopolies. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I was asking 
iny former colleague whether he was opposed 
to the section under debate. 

Mr. COX. I wanted to understand what 
was the object of the section, and I desired my 
old colleague to answer the question. I now 
understand that he will not do so. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will answer 
ny friend’s question if he will answer mine. 

_ Mr. COX. I desired to know of my col- 
‘eague on the Banking and Currency Com- 


mittee what he proposed to do with this mat- | 


ter when he got Federal action upon it? 
| Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


the . ° 
‘hat for one I have no ulterior purpose in the 


world in this matter except what is expressed | 


on the face of the bill itself, to require from 
these corporations an exhibit of their doings, 
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I wish to say | 


| 


|| cate it in a census bill. 


so that the country may know what part of the 
money of the country is paid for transportation, 
that it may be seen where our money goes and 
how it goes. And if a Republican Congress 
has got us into trouble let us throw light on 
that, or ifthe gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
Cox] has got us into trouble let us know that 
fact. What we want is to get light. 

Mr. COX. I will willingly give the gentle- 
man all the light I have on the subject, for I 
know he needs it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Doesthegentleman from 
Ohio yield to the gentleman from New York? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I only wish to 
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state that what the gentleman from New York | 


[Mr. Cox] has said would be a very serious 
accusation against the bill if we required the 
enumerators to go into all these things. I will 
say, however, that this section, and all the 


additions that have been made to it, require | 


this class of information to be obtained directly 
by the central office by correspondence. This 


imous in their desire to obtain exactly this 
information about United States bonds. who 
hold them, and where they are: but after a 
good deal of reflection on the subject, and con 

sultation with those who had attempted to get 
similar statistics, they came to the conclusion 
that it would be utterly useless to attempt it, 
as we could get no accurate or comprehensive 
results. Every one of my colleagues wil! 
remember that a law was passed in Ohio a 
year or two ago requiring that every man 
should give the assessor when he came round 
a statement of the amount of corporation bonds 
held by him and bonds of the United States, 
and every one who is cognizant of the facts 
will remember that the results were absolutely 
worthless so far as regards giving any iftdica- 
tion of the extent to which bonds of the United 
States or other bonds are held. An attempt 
to take what we will manifestly fail to get 
seemed to the committee unwise, and they 


| therefore left that out of the bill. 


kind of information, therefore, will not incum- | 
ber the schedules, nor will it require the ma- | 
| chinery of district superintendents and enum- 


erators in order to obtain it. Were it not sol 


would resistall additions whatever. I was sorry | 
that the amendment inthe shape in which it was | 


presented by my friend from [Illinois [Mr. 
Yeqineoti,) prevailed. Iam willing to get all 
the statistics of banking ; but inasmuch as we 
have already the most accurate and complete 
statistics in regard to all our national banks it 
seems to me unnecessary that we should dupli- 
But as regards those 
bankers and brokers who are outside the na- 
tional system, and who are not embraced in the 


There is no one thing, it seems to me, that 
the people so much dislike to disclose as their 


|| money investments, and especially those that 


report of the Comptroller of the Currency, they | 


ought to be got at by the census. It seems to 


me, however, that if we are required in taking | 
the census to duplicate all the information as | 


to banks, &c., it will be a very cumbrous sort 
of thing. For that reason | agree with my 


colleague on the Committee on Banking and | 


Currency [Mr. Cox] that it was unwise to 


introduce this matter into the bill, and I hope |} 


that when it gets before the House it will be 
struck out. 

Mr. COX. I withdraw the amendment to 
the amendment. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. 


I propose as 


an amendment to the amendment to add to | 


| the section the following words: 


And he shall require each district superintend- 
ent to obtain from each and every person and cor- 
poration the number, denomination, value, and 
kind of United States Government bonds owned, 
held, or possessed by such person or corporation, 
either in their own right or in trust for others. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. It is not now in | 


order to offer amendments to add to the section 


| when there is an amendment already pending. 


The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair understands 
that this is an amendment to the amendment 
in the form of an addition thereto. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. I offer that 
amendment under the impression and expect- 
ation that the Committee of Ways and Means 
will adopt some means of collecting revenue 


| from these United States bonds, and the in- 
formation called for by this amendment will be | 





necessary to enable them so to do. 

Mr. UPSON. Is it in order to offer an 
amendment as a substitute for the amendment 
now pending? 

Mr. UPSON. 
a substitute for the amendment to the amend- 
ment: 


It is in order. 


Then I offer the following as | 


And he shall also procure from the best available 


sources full information in regard to the number of | 


corporations holding United States bonds, and the 
amount thus held; also, the number of executors, 


| administrators, guardians, and trustees who hold 


United States bonds, and the amount thus held; and 
the number of other persons who hold United States 
bonds, and the amount so held. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
amendments will not prevail. 
delicate matter to oppose what seems to be so 
entirely proper. The committee were unan- 


I trust these 
It is rather a 


| 


are liable to be stolen from them. Any one 
who goes up to the bond-room of the Treasury 
Department will find that every day curious 
cases come in where men have hidden their 
bonds away in all sorts of out-of-the way places 
where they have been gnawed by rats orcharred 
by fire, orsomething else has happened to them, 
all indicating great unwillingness to keep their 
bonds in any open way, so fearful are people 
of their being stolen. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I understand that a mes- 


| sage from the Senate is about to be communi- 


“ated to the House, and I move that the com- 
mittee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Dawes 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, pursuant to order, had 
had under consideration the Union generally, 
and particularly the special order, being House 
bill No. 424, to provide for taking the ninth 
census of the United States, and to fix the num- 
ber of members of the House of Representa- 
tives and to provide for their future apportion- 
ment among the several States, and had come 
to no resolution thereon. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

Mr. Goruam, the Secretary of the Senate, 
appeared at the bar and said: 

1 am directed to communicate to the House 
of Representatives information of the death of 
Hon. WiLuraM Pitt FessenpeEn, late a Senator 
in Congress from the State of Maine, with the 
proceedings of the Senate thereon. 

DEATH OF SENATOR FESSENDEN. 

The SPEAKER. 
Senate will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


In SENATE OF THE UNITED STAtTeEs, 
December 14, 1869. 

Resolved, That the Senate receive with deep regret 
the announcement of the death of Wriiuiam Pirr 
F RSSENDEN, late a member of this body. 

tesolved, That the members of the Senate will 
manifest their respect for the memory of the deceased 
by wearing the usual badge of mourning. 

Resolved, Thatthese proceedings be communicated 
to the House of Representatives. 


Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, the message 
just received from the Senate announces that 
another of the distinguished statesmen of the 
country has passed away; and although the 
sad event occurred many months since, and 
has been heralded to the country by the pulpit 
and the press, it is eminently proper that in 
these Halls, where he has exerted such a con- 
trolling influence, and at this time when on 
assembling together we miss his presence from 
our councils and begin to realize the nation’s 
loss, we should pause from our labors and, 
consecrating a day to his memory, pay a tribute 
to his virtues. 

For myself, sir, I have never so fully recog- 
nized the loss sustained by our country, my 


The proceedings of the 
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State, and my own immediate constituents, as | 


since I returned to my labors here; for although 
he was my neighbor and my friend, yet it was 


during the sessions of Congress that | was most | 
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question full, fair, and thorough examination than 
we can possibly possess. They, too, are acting under | 
the sanction of an oath, and they have, therefore, 
stronger inducements to give this matter, as they are 
to pass upon it, such an investigation as it deserves. 


he addressed to decide for theiselyes oy, t} 
| issues presented. e 
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with themselves alone, my constituents have a right | 
to instruct me, and] am bound to obey their instrue- | 
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the demands made upon him by his political || mand closer attention or at times rouse an || and when he saw that the safety of the nation that wi 
friends; and in 1881 he was elected one of the || audience to a higher pitch of enthusiasm. demanded its destruction he aimed to do the any va 
representatives from the city of Portland tothe || He never spoke except he had something to || work thoroughly and effectively. and th 
l.egislature of Maine, and although the young: || say, and never electioneered for the votes of In the debate on the admission of the Sen the ap 
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as a public man that I cannot forbear quoting ‘|a reason for the faith that was in him ina || to this House from a district in which his par) but is | 
them here, Speaking of the proposition to || plain, simple, quiet way, that commanded re- || was in a minority ; and was three times clec\e' depenc 
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_onreciation by the people of his State of his 


apt 


_resminent abilities as a statesman and of his 
verling qualities as @ man. ‘ 

\s chairman of the Finance Committee of 
~» Senate he took a leading part in shaping 
legislation that provided the ‘‘sinews of 

during the rebellion, and although his 
natural conservatism often led him to hesitate 
to adopt some of the financial measures which 
‘he emergency required, his doubts always 
vielded to the necessities of the case, and he 
maintained from the first the rights of the Gov- 
ernment to adopt any measures however arbi- 
trary to preserve its existence. Ata most criti- 
cal period of the war, July 6, 1864, after having 
verfarmed the arduous duties of his position 
‘1 the Senate for nearly eight months, worn 
Jown with fatigue and suffering from physical 
exhaustion, he was called by President Lineoln 
to the Cabinet as Secretary of the Treasury. 
And as he expressed himself in a letter to a 
friend at that time: ‘‘ At whatever risk of 
jealth or reputation, I am compelled to accept. 
| dare not take the responsibility of declining 
at such a crisis.”’ 

Making no pretensions as a financier, and 
having no particular policy or theories on the 
subject of finance, he had what in such a crisis 
was vastly better than either, a character to in- 
spire that confidence which is the soul of eredit 
and an abiding faith in the ability and determin- 
ation of the American people to sustain their 
Government. With an apparent stagnation in 
military movements, the people, heart-sick with 
‘hope deferred,’’ an Army to be recruited, 
maintained, and paid; with demands pressing 
for payment on an empty ‘Treasury, few men 
ever assumed weightier responsibilities, and 
vone ever met such more manfullyor discharged 
them more honestly and successfully. He im- 
mediately put himself in communication with 
the capitalists of the country by calling a meet- 
ing of bankers at New York, stated to them in 
a straight-forward, business-like manner the 


the 


financial condition and needs of the Govern- | 


nent, his desire to gather opinions from all 
sources and listen to advice from any who might 
offer it. 

Although this meeting tended to strengthen 
the confidence of capitalists in the new Secre- 
tary and to improve the national credit, as was 
seen in the immediate decline in gold, it failed 
to provide the needed funds. His next step 
was to issue an appeal to the people of the 
United States, reminding them that it was their 
war; that they had proclaimed it and carried 
it on thus far; that if they now contributed 
their money to continue it the end was not far 
distant, as the rebels were nearly exhausted. 
If they kept their money for speculations and 
gold gambling they might make larger imme- 
diate incomes for the time, but they would lose 
that without which no investments would have 
any value—the prosperity of our institutions 
and the safety of the nation. ‘The response to 
the appeal was electric. Money which had 
been locked up came forth into the market and 
the wheels of trade began to move again. The 
press of the country seconded the efforts of the 
Secretary with its powerful influence, and the 
5200,000,000 authorized by law were speedily 
poured into the Treasury. 

Mr. FessenpDEN’s idea was that the cause 
could not be gained unless the people were 
determined to gain it, and an appeal to their 
purses would be the shortest road to ascertain 
the true extent of their energies and determin- 
ation, Atthe beginning of his administration 
of the Treasury in July, 1864, gold was 270 to 
“80. Whenin March, 1865, he left it to resume 
his seat in the Senate it had fallen to 198, and 
the national credit was correspondingly im- 
proved. I know it is said that financial success 
during the war depended upon military success, 
vutis it not equally true that military success 
depended upon financial success? 

_ At the period I have referred to the former 
lollowed the latter. I have dwelt at some 
‘ength upon this brief period in the public life 


of Mr. Fressenpen because I have always felt 
that the services he so quietly and unostenta- 
tiously rendered the country at this critical 
juncture had never been duly appreciated, 
and also because it illustrates particularly his 
most valuable traits of character: his compre- 
hensive statesmanship; his unselfish patriot- 
ism, the readiness and availability of his pow- 
ers in a case of emergency, and his firm, 
abiding faith in the patriotism of the Ameri- 
can people. Holding positions in the Govern- 
ment which afforded him great opportunities 
to enrich himself, he was never suspected of 
prostituting them to that purpose. With abilities 
that would have brought him large wealth in 
his profession he gave his time to the service 
of his country and left that service as poor as 
he entered it. 

I regret to feel that such virtae in a public man 
calls for special commendation. Lhe worst 
enemy of Mr. IlesseNpEN never dare to ques- 
tion his scrupulous integrity. He was indeed 
God's noblest work, an honest man. He ap- 
peared to regard with supreme indifference 
criticisms on his public acts, seldom betraying 
any emotions or taking any pains to correct 
public opinion when he was assailed or his 
motives misjudged ; yet he was not unmind{ul 
of the approbation of his fellow-men, but was 
governed by the conviction that it could best 
be permanently secured by deserving it. 

To say that Mr. Fessenpey had no faults 
would be to claim for him exemption from the 
frailties of humanity; but his faults were not 
of the meaner but of the nobler kind, 

**And e’en his failings leaned to virtue’s side.’ 
In manner he was cold, reserved, and some- 
what aristocratic, communing little with his 
fellow-men. His private life was retired and 
unostentatious. He had but few intimate 
friends, and shrank almost instinctively from 
that general acquaintance and notoriety in 
which persons differently constituted find de- 
light; but for those who did enjoy his contii- 
dence and esteem his friendship, though not 
demonstrative, was strong and enduring, and 
by such he was admired and beloved, and it 
was diflicult for them to understand how he 
could be regarded as cold and selfish. ‘They 
saw in the cold exterior and somewhat proud 
reserve a manly independence and a contempt 
of meaningless or hypocritical professions, and 
beneath it a generous nature and a warm heart. 

Such, sir, is the man whose life and services 
we this day commemorate and whose loss we 
mourn. The nation has few such to spare 
from itscouncils. May we emulate his virtues, 
and so live and serve our country that when 
we depart we may deserve from it the plaudit 
which is to-day so heartly bestowed on our 
departed friend, ‘‘ Well done, good and faithful 
servant.’ 

Mr. Speaker, I now offer the following reso- 
lutions : 


Resolved, That this House has heard with deep 
sensibility the announcement of the death of Hon. 
WILLIAM Pitt FESSENDEN, a Senator in Congress 
from the State of Maine. 

Resolved, That as a testimony of respect for the 
memory of the deceased the mem bers and oflicers of 
this House will wear the usual badge of mourning 
for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this House in 
relation to the death of Hon. WILLiaM Pir? FESSEN- 
DEN be communicated to his family by the Clerk. 

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect forthe 
memory of the deceased this House do now adjourn. 


Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to second 
the resolutions. I cannot let the occasion pass 
without adding a few words to the record in 
memory of a man for whom | entertained so 
much respect and admiration as I did for the late 
Senator from Maine. But little can be added 
to what has been said in the public press and 
public addresses of the history and character 
of the statesman whose death the people of his 
own State and the country at large at this time 
so sorrowfully mourn. 

Wittiam Pirr Fessenven had a reputation 
for ability varying but little with classes of 
men or in periods of time, and it has been by 
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some one truly remarked that the character- 


| istics exhibited in his congressional life were 


conspicuously displayed by him at the early age 
of seventeen. In his earliest professional and 
political career he took a place in the front 
rank of eminent public men and easily held it 
to the end. 

In his earlier life and for a long period of 
time the practice of the law was his delight 
ful avoecation. He had a natural legal mind. 
He would have excelled in all respects as a 
judge, and I have reason to believe that for 
many years he entertained an opinion that it 
would have satisfied his tastes and inclination 
to have occupied a place on the bench. 

Until the formation of the present Repub- 
lican party of the country having his associa- 
tions with the Whig party as a compeer of 
George Evans, of Maine, and an admirer and 
close friend of Daniel Webster, of Massachu- 
setts, although highly esteemed by his Demo- 
cratic opponents he found them almost always 
too strong an opposing organization to allow 
him to obtain any considerable political place. 
Portland, however, sent him as her local rep- 
resentative to the State Legislature, and in the 
great upheaving of politics of 1840 he was 
elected for a term as a Representative in the 
Congress of the United States. Unfortunately 
forthe old and respectable Whig party its muni 
ments consisted more in idols than in success ; 
and while Mr. FessenDEN was for many times 
and many years its candidate for United States 
Senator, it was not until the Democratic party 
in Maine had become overthrown upon the 
issues growing out of slavery that he reached 
that eminent elevation. In this legislative 
forum he secured for himself a proud and en- 
viable fame. To say nothing of the powers of 
his mind as impressed upon other legislation, 
his report as chairman of the joint special 
Committee on Reconstruction will be an en- 
during monument to his memory. Its clear 
statements, fairness of proposition, and sound 
reasoning swayed the public mind at a critical 
moment in the affairs of our country when we 
could not see our way clearly through the per- 
plexing questions which beset us. 1 recollect 
well its powerful effect upon the minds of those 
in my section of the country who were inclined 
to look upon our prospects and situation with 
dissatisfaction. Jt was unanswerable. His elo- 


| quent friend, Hon. James S. Pike, thus well 
characterizes it: 


**Mr. FESSENDEN’s report on reconstruction stands 
as the ablest political document drawn during the 
war, and if it does not exhibit initiative, it displays 
what is better, namely, a clear comprehension of a 
wholly novel political situation, a masterly interpre- 
tation of its phenomena, anda lucid exposition of the 
true method of treatment of avast and perplexing 
national! disorder.” 


Although Mr. Fessenpen in some quarters 
has been called cool and conservative in meet- 
ing the issues of peace succeeding war, | have 
abundant reason to believe that at that time 


| he would have gone beyond the recommenda- 


/ since taken 


tions of his reportand inthe direction we have 
but for the counsels of men 
esteemed more radical than he that the mo- 
ment for it had not arrived. 

As an advocate or debater Mr. F'essenpEN’s 
qualities could hardly be surpassed. He had 


| clearness, directness, and earnestness, impelled 


by great mental force. His mind worked with 


| the smoothness of machinery, without friction 


or chafe ; his perceptions were clear and exact, 
and so clearly did he see the truth or falsehood 
of almost every proposition he may have been 
impatient at times with the workings of other 
minds which moved with less rapidity and 
thoroughness than his own. It was said of an 
eminent British orator that his intellect was 
all feeling and his feeling all intellect. | have 
often thought of Mr. Fessenpen that his feel 

ing was but intellect, for when his mind was 
enkindled to a blaze in the cause he advocated 
all the qualities of his head and heart seemed 
to conspire to furnish the intellectual and mag- 
netic force commanded by him. His style was 


as 








e 


simple and unstudied but marked by fine taste. 
He disliked all attempt at display, and had no 
ear and but little toleration for a person whom 
the great dramatic poet describes as ** drawing 
out the thread of his verbosity finer than the 
staple of his argument ;’’ quick, though cool 
and cautious, and in purpose independent and 
bold, No man gained an advantage of him by 
personal assault; he would strike upon the 
weak point of his adversary with unerring aim 
and resistless force. 

One of the crowning traits of his character 
was sterlingintegrity. His actions and motives 
were clear, transparent ; his conduct was not 
based upon a formulary of morals such as in 
practice would satisfy the requisitions of 
society and obtain the approval of the world, 
hut an absolute and profound love of truth 
was born in him, to which through a long life, 
in all public and private relations, he most 
rigidly adhered without feeling even a tempt- 
ation for departure from it. His intellect as 
well as heart was honest. He had the un- 
bounded respect of all the courts within the 
jurisdiction of which he wasknown. An ex- 
chief justice of Maine once told me that Mr. 
FESSENDEN submitted a case at law to the 
court and argued it with great force ; after- 


ward upon reflection he became doubtful of || 


the valueof the proposition he had maintained 
and was unwilling that he should be con- 
sidered as abiding by it, and so called up the 


case to qualify the views he had submitted; | 


notwithstanding which, and all his frankness, 
the court decided the case upon the objection- 
able point in his favor. 

Mr. Speaker, I shall never forget his internal 


struggles upon the question of impeachment. | 


I saw the deep emotion he felt while his friends 
were urging, if not demanding, his vote for the 
conviction of Andrew Johnson. I knew his 
deep conscientiousness on the subject, and you 
and I very well knew that wherever the tend- 
encies of his mind and his deliberate convic- 
tions carried him, there, without regard to con- 
sequences, would he stand forever. It was to 
him the trying scene of alifetime. Noman in 
Maine, to my knowledge or belief, ever delib- 
erately offered to cast any imputation of dis- 
honesty upon his proud name and record for 
that vote. ‘That it to some extent created an 
alienation of feeling and sentiment toward him 
cannot be denied ; What would have been the 
result of such alienation upon the question of 
his reélection as a Senator a year hence was with 
hima pont of the deepest interest. His soul 
seemed agitated to know whether for the per- 
formance of an act, however distasteful to his 
friends, but dictated by his conscience, he 
should stand or fall in the estimation of his 
noble and beloved constituents. 

He was in a position, as the poet hath it, to— 

** Know how sublime a thing it is 
‘Lo suffer and be strong.”’ 

His nature made him a match for any ad- 
versity. And here let me say | have several 
times since his death noticed in the newspa- 
pers a statement that in the earlier stages of 
the controversy Mr. Fessenpen favored the 
idea of prosecuting an impeachment. Such an 
assertion is not just to his memory, for I know 
that at all times and under all circumstances 
he was strongly opposed to it upon all the 
grounds of a wise expediency. He has always 
contended that his action as a Senator upon 
that memorable occasion would redound to the 
future honor and prosperity of the Republican 
party. 

What would have been the personal future 
of our on and beloved Senator had he lived 
it is useless now to attempt to predict. Inthe 
very prime of his usefulness to his State and 
nation he has been taken from us. Maine has 
lost a son who was always to her an idol and 
the country has been deprived of one of her 
most illustrious and gifted men. That intelli- 
gent and beaming face, the gentle and modest 
form, always so erect and undaunted in any 


simple manners, the magnetic personal pres- 
ence, and the friendly encouragements which 
so won for him the affection of his friends and 


associates will be familiar tous no more. It | 


becomes hard for me to say of such a man, 
l'arewell! 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The more 
we advance along the pathway of life the more 
deeply do we feel occasions of this sort when 
we are obliged to take part in them, for death 
comes nearer to us, and the shafts which hit 
others will soon hit us. 

I first came here into the House of Repre- 
sentatives some twenty yearsago. On looking 
about me now I find that there are but four of 
us left in public life, three of whom are now 
on the floor of this House. One is the honor- 
able gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scuenck, ] 

' the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


|| Means; anotheris the chairman of the Commit- 








tee on Commerce, [Mr. Dixon,] and another 
the chairman of the Committee on the Public 
Lands, [Mr. Jutran.] Death has struck down 
all or nearly all who were then in the House 
of Representatives ; and all who have not been 
stricken down have been more or less removed 
from public life and are now hardly known to 
this day or generation. 

Hence do [ now feel the more deeply the 
| death of one who was not only a contemporary 
and companion in public life, but also a com- 
panion in my own earlylife. Mr. 'ess—ENDEN 
was my friend, associate, room-mate, and bed- 
fellow in my early boyhood. I grew up with 
him in the town of Lewiston, then a compara- 
tively small and unknown village in Maine, on 
the Androscoggin river, on the frontier of 
civilization, but now a large and populous 
manufacturing town. He was the teacher of the 
village school there, while I was a boy in a coun- 
try store, acting as clerk in the establishment. 
He, I think, was sixteen or seventeen years of 
age, a student then in Bowdoin college, Maine, 
and sent forth to teach in the then small village 
of Lewiston, where there were but very few in- 
habitants, and those struggling with the forest 
and the field and but little given to literature. 

He was some few years older than I, but we 
were almost the only persons in that village at 








|| that time who had a love for books and who 


| were devoted to literary pursuits. Hence our 
| companionship was constant. 
No place is more fitted for the education of 
| & young man for public life or for private life 
than the position of teacher of a country school. 
| Accustomed to govern others aman soon learns 
| to govern himself, and thus prepare himself for 
that public life in which more important even 
| than the government of others is the govern- 
| ment of himself. 
We studied many books together, some of 
| them not now very well known, such as Big- 
| land’s History of the World, Rollin’s Ancient 
History, then Russell’s Modern Europe, Piu- 
tarch’s Lives; and we read through and through 
the village library, which was deemed magnifi- 
cent with its forty or fifty volumes. 

We afterward came into competition for pub- 

| lie life, though belonging to the same political 
party. Hebecamea lawyer in Portland, Maine, 
and I returned there to act as editor of the 
Portland Advertiser. As young men we were 
rivals for the public favor, and more or less 
constantly came into competition for that pub- 
lic favor. I represented the town of Portland 
in the Legislature of Maine some years before 
he did, although younger than he was, and 
I was a candidate for Congress in that district 
which he afterwards represented in the House 
of Representatives, though it was largely Dem- 
ocratic, by some fifteen hundred or two thou- 
sand majority. 

In the rivalry for public life, in that contest 
of youthful ambition, we maintained our social 
relations with each other; and in the end our 
ambition was amply gratified; if not there, 
elsewhere, in all the honors to which we aspired 


forum, the winning conversation, the charm of |! in our early youth. 


| 
| 


| 


} 
| 
| 
| 
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December {4 
I have mentioned these facts in connor 
with myself, though they may seem epnowi.. 
personal, in order to excuse the deep me 
which I know is manifest in the tribute |.” 
now paying to the friend and companion of , 


| youthful days and my associate afterwar) 


public life. 

We met again in this Capitol; he j, , 
other branch of the Government and | jy ») 
and though we had been associated in politi 
feeling and political principles for many yo. 
from our boyhood up, we were when we ae 
met in public life called upon to part compat 
politically. The father of Mr. Frsseypey a 
an earnest Federalist. He was a distinguis},.. 
lawyer of the State of Maine, well know, 
throughout New England and occupying jj, 
highest position at the bar. His father. wy; 
his powerful intellect, gradually educated his 
rising son in the principles of the Federal pari 
in which he himself had been trained and |, 
which he had felt such a lively interest. Whe, 
great questions arose here relating to the cop. 
struction of the Constitution and the adminis. 
tration of the Government Mr. Frssenpey ny). 
urally acted upon the principles in which jy 
had been educated, while rt followed those 
which I hadimbibed. I cherished deep regard 
for the rights of the States, while he gaye, 
higher respect to the consolidated powers of 
the Federal Government. 

When Mr. FessenpeEn first entered the House 
of Representatives as a member, as well as 
when he gook a seat in the Senate of the United 
States, there were great and mighty men upon 
the floor of both Houses of Congress. There 
were in the House such men as McDuffie, Ser. 
geant, Binney, John Quincy Adams, Wise. 
Cushing, Peyton, Stanley, Evans, and |'ij)- 
In the Senate there were, or receiutly 
had been, such men as Clay, Webster, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Cass, Frelinghuysen, Wright, lives, 
and Leigh. Whoever met and struggled wit 
those men in debate or in any contest whatever 
must have been equal to the occasion or | 
could not have attained the exalted position 
which Mr. FessENDEN won in both Houses 0! 
Congress. 

When this House impeached the late Pres. 
dent of the United States I never had a doub: 
in my owr mind what course Mr. Iessenpey 
would pursue. Many of my colleagues here 
will remember that on repeated occasions | 
said to them, ‘‘‘l'here can be no earthly doubt 
as to the vote of Mr. Fessenven.’’ I knew his 
devotion to principle as a lawyer ; I knew that 
he would look at the question, not as a politician, 
not as a statesman, not as a public man, but 
as a lawyer and a jurist, and I never doubted 
what his decision as a judge would be. Ani, 
sir, his vote upon that question is an act of 
which his party ought to forgive him, for, in 
my judgment, the failure of impeachment saved 
his party from destruction and defeat. As a 
mere party man I always desired the success 
of the impeachment project, though as a public 
man I shrank with horror from the fatal prece- 
dent. If impeachment had been successful ant 
the then incoming President had been called on 
to distribute the patronage and power of this 
Government, who could have foreseen the 
amount of disappointment and bad feeling 
among the members of the party now in power 
that would have been the result of that distribu: 
tion of patronage prior to a presidential elec 
tion? If impeachment had been successful the 
course of the Democratic party in its nomina- 
tions would have been different. 

With all our devotion to intellect, with «! 
the love of the Democratic party for its {1st 
and foremost men, it would have been neces: 
sary and wise for us under such circumstances 
to select some John Doe or Richard Roe who 
might have won a success which the distin: 
guished presidential nominee of our party failed 
tosecure. Hence, I say that, in my jadgment, 
Mr. Fessenpen rendered high service to his 
party by voting ‘‘no’’ as a judge, and by thus 
relieving them from the embarrassing pos!tio0 
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. which they had been placed by the House. 
fr. PesSENDEN’S beau ideal of a Senator was 
.)| illustrated by the honorable gentleman 
») the Portland district, Maine, inthe extract 
a ad fromaspeech he made. His unflinch- 
-devotion to duty ; his love of independence, 
~ fearlessness, his determination to do his 
-y—no matter what became of himself per- 
nally—Wwithout regard to anything that might 
voet him, we have all seen in his action on 
his impeachment case. We have also seen 
vat the independeuce which he manifested 
here amid trial and temptation he manifested 
:hroughout his entire life. 
“My honorable friend from Portland, Maine, 
in the course of his beautiful eulogy, took occa- 
‘on to say that Mr. Fessenpen was not elo- 
rent. In that I differ from him entirely. 
}sloquence, sir, is not words. Eloquence is 
not the pompous parade of speech. Eloquence 
is not emphasis, ejaculation, gesticulation, or 
intonation. The orator is not he who can roll 


off periods on sesquipedalian words, or em- | 
blazon feeble thought in brilliant rhetoric; but | 


‘t is he whose mind most powerfully grasps 
‘deas, and with unerring logie sets them forth 
in fitting words to the public ear. He who 
can do that is really an eloquent man; and in 
that respect, sir, n0 man was more eloquent 
than Mr. 'eSsENDEN. 

Mr. Speaker, the great characteristic of Mr. 


i'gSSENDEN was his individuality, his fearless | 


individuality. 


He went with bis party when | 


he thought it was right, and nothing on earth | 


could induce him to go with his party when he 
No screws of party, no | 


thought it was wrong. 
pressure of caucus, no outery of the public 


then by any of his compeers. The next ten 
years of his life, devoted to his profession with 
signal success at the bar of his native State, 
taking rank and leadership among those who 
had rendered that bar illustrious, was never- 
theless a constant, though, perhaps, uncon- 
scious preparation for that greater work to 
which he seemed called on his return to the 
Senate in 1853, and in which, with the excep- 
tion of the few months he was Secretary of 
the Treasury, was spent the remainder of his 
strength and life. 

His senatorial career covered the most event- 
ful period in the history of the nation. About 
him and before his eyes began and were ma- 
tured those plots for the dismemberment of the 
Republic which eventually drenched the land 
in blood. Treason reared its head in the Sen- 
ate Chamber, and stalked out of the open door 
with the torch of war inits hand. Firm hands 
and stout hearts and clear heads alone could 
could stay up against the assaults of traitors 
the tottering Government. Andamong all upon 
whose part in that great life struggle we look 


| back from the calm and peace of this day no 
| hands were firmer, no heart was stouter, and 


press, no thundering denunciations of the mob | 


ever affected his conscience or moved him in 


the least from what he believed his duty to his || 


country; and I commend that independence, 
hat individuality to all the publie men of this 


jay, for it is in that alone they may hope to 
secure stable fame as public men. We who are | 


here to-day in mere party struggles will pass 
iway and soon be forgotten if that is all we 
leave behind. Let us therefore endeavor to 
leave such honest records behind us like that 
of Mr. Fessenpen who has bequeathed a name 
to posterity as well as to his children which 
will shine as long as the stars in heaven. 


Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, the biography 
of Mr. Fessenpen has been spoken in fitting 
terms,and nothing ean be added to theeloquent 
words of tribute to his talents and worth which 
have already fallen from other lips. And yet 


{ would like very briefly to give utterance to | 


the feelings of personal as well as public loss 
with which his death has burdened me. I 
annot forget on this oceasion that he gave me 
lis hand at the door upon my entrance into 
publie life, and that his weleome ripened into 
personal friendship, which, however widely 
we sometimes differed, nevertheless suffered 
no abatement while he lived. And upon his 
bier Sn I lay the offering of a stricken 
iriend, 
_ Mr. Fessenpen came to the publie service 
first in this House for a single term; many 
years before I met him here, then a young man 
of growing fame and toward whose future the 
expectations of his friends turned with pride 
and confidence. It was as early as 1841, while 
the great statesmen of the past generation 
were still holding imperious sway in these 
‘alls and were at the zenith of their fame and 
influence. He came among them, however, 
with a mind so well disciplined by early study 
and professional training as well as public 
service in his own State as to be able at once 
'o take the foremost rank as a debater even 
‘pon that arena, and to make room for him- 
ell where the strongest stood. He left the 
‘louse of Representatives at the end of a sin- 
«'e term to return to the chosen profession of 
s life, with a reputation established for clear- 
ess of perception, accuracy of statement, 
aud power of argument hardly equaled even 





|| persoval integrity that never for a moment | 
k grit) 


| whom he wounded. 


no head was clearer than his. 

There was no mind in its organism orits cal- 
ture like his, so completely made for antagon 
ism and argument, and trained, like the athlete 
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for his work, to constant conflict and wrestling. | 


For this reason he seemed to so stand alone 
among bis peers that the sphere in which he 
worked was left to him, few venturing to dis- 
pute his supremacy in it. ‘l’o this peculiarity 


of mental structure and disciplineis attribut- | 


able much of that occasion for criticism to which 
his course not unfrequently gave rise. In de- 
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encountered a suspicion or a whisper. He 
trod the devious and doubtful ways of opportu- 
nity and temptation with unsoiled feet, and 
moved amid corruption and scandal with rai- 
ment untarnished. When recently his con 
victions of public duty caused him to separate 
so widely from political associates and personal 
friends that permanent alienation seemed in- 
evitable the universal tribute to personal 
integrity which was heard above the tempest 
stilled at last the waves of public indignation, 
and plucked reconciliation from the unre- 
lenting lips of denunciation itself. 

At his decease Mr. Fessenpen was chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations in 
the Senate, and it was in the discharge of his 
official duties as such that [ last met him. My 
intercourse with him in that capacity has pro 
foundly impressed me with the loss the nation 
has sustained in his death. His great fami! 
larity with every detail of his multiplied work, 
his painstaking and fidelity, and over and per- 
vading all his fearless integrity, were qualities 
itis not easy to supply. 

1 have not spoken of any great public meas: 
ure with which the name of Mr. Fessenpey 
is identified. Ju the grand rebuilding of the 
national stracture upon the ashes of the rebel 


lion he worked faithfully and wisely. But if 
he originated less he fashioned more. Meas- 


ures which others introduced lost none of their 


| inherent value under his molding and polishing 


bate he so hated sophistry that nothing could | 


restrain him from rending it in pieces, no matter 
Subterfuge and pretense 
in argument were dealt with by him as down- 
right dishonesty and fraud. And sometimes, 
thinking he saw these phantoms flitting across 
the field of debate, he would charge indiscrimi- 
nately upon friend and foe, leaving grievous 
wounds that were long in healing; and yet self- 
possession, clearness of imental vision, direct- 
ness and aptitude of expression, in short per- 


fect command of thought and language in the | 


most animated debate, were marked character- 
istics of his mind. In current debate he had 
but few if any equals. 
cus blade that never was broken and seldom 
parried. With the coolness and deliberation of 
a surgeon with his dissecting knife he laid bare 


every argument that fell in his way, aud never | 


left his subject so long as a muscle remained 
uncloven or 4 limb unjointed. 
He had power, also, to touch the tenderest 


| chord and stir the deepest fountain by his elo- 


quence if fitting occasion required it. Once in 


debate, all unpremeditated, he was forced to | 


speak of his own personal sacrifices in the war, 
and his allusion to one son who had fallen and 
to another who had lost a limb in battle moist- 
ened every eye in the Senate Chamber. And 
when the late Executive by an insane attempt 


at forcible ejectment from office erowned his | 


long and bitter hostility to that great Minister 
of War who had organized victory out of defeat 
and wrested national salvation from the very 
jaws of national dissolution, the defense of Mr. 
Stanton pronounced by Mr. I’essenpen, with- 
out preparation at midnight upon the floor of 
the Senate, will live forever. 


Not less conspicuous than the great ability | 
with which he grappled those mighty questions | 


born of the war, which divided and shook the 


nation, were the painstaking and fidelity which | 


he brought to the discharge of every official 


duty however minute or apparently unimport- | 


ant. In the dull and painful drudgery as well 
as in the attractive and exciting or the grave 
and responsible duties of the statesman he was 
equally patient and faithful, performing what 
each day fell to his Jot asif it were his specialty. 

‘T'o all his work he brought an official and 


He wielded a Damas- || 


hand; and no blot or blemish, no flaw or 
failure can be traced to his folly. 

Of the great statesmen who have finished 
their work and departed Mr. Fessenpen will 
stand alone in history. The proud niche his 
name and fame will fill was made by and for 
himself, and no one can reach or occupy it 
with him. Such was the strueture of his mind 
and such his habits of thought and work that 
he could not always coijperate with others. 
That liberty of independent thought and action 
which he always asserted permits us in this 
hour to put on record our differences with him 
and our sorrow for their consequences. But 
as ‘‘it is the angles of the diamond which give 
it its beauty and its brilliancy,’’ so these differ- 
ences will not impair a just estimate of the life 
and character of a great statesman except it be 
in the mind of him the dead unbroken level of 
whose pathway has never led him to experience 
the ‘agony of a doubt or the luxury of a con- 
vietion.”’ 


Mr. HALE. Mr. Speaker, Ispeak asa young 
man who admired and revered WiLLiam Prrr 
|’ ESSENDEN. ‘Twelve years ago, when I cast my 
first vote, he was an honored Senator from the 
State of Maine. In that State his life had been 
passed and his education and experience had 
been such as to eminently fit him for the high 
place that he then filled. 

He was a graduate of our oldest college, had 
chosen the profession of law, been admitted to 
practice at an early age, and for many years 
had given to it his best talent, which had car- 
ried him to the head of the profession in his 
State. 

His professional life was always marked by the 
highest sense of honor, by a keen sympathy for 
the poor or oppressed suitor, and by a plainly- 
shown impatience at that public clamor which 
now and then usurps the place of public justice 
and demandsa victim without much heed as to 
the question of guilt or innocence. His single 
term in this House, and his longer service in 
our State Legislature, had prevented his mind 
from running ina purely legal channel, and he 
stood, by natural ability and varied training, 
the peer of his fellows in the United States 
Senate. 

Since that time his public life has been open 
to the view of all, and in common with, | sup- 
pose, a large majority of men who have watched 
it, I have learned the lesson of respect for its 
excellence. Within the last few years I have 
enjoyed the privilege of his elose acquaintance 
and friendship, and can bear earnest testimony 
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to the kindness of heart and graciousness of 
manner which made him, to those who knew 
hit best, the good friend and fascinating com- 
panion. I hope to carry through my life a 
green memory of the good counsel and help 
that he always generously gave me. Of his 
career asa public man it is not fitting that I 
should attempt to speak. It was open to in- 
spection from its beginning to its close, and, 
like the broad river which gains new volume 
with every affluent, it increased in its force with 
each year until at last it ended in that vast sea 
whither all human life flows. Others who have 
been intimately associated with him in the im- 
portant legislation of the last fifteen years, and 
who can more clearly point out the guiding 
and restraining influence of his mind upon that 
legislation, have spoken in language of full 
appreciation. 

jut I cannot fail to render my tribute of 
admiration for the inflexible spirit of independ- 
ence that he always displayed in maintaining 
what he believed to be right, refusing to be 
swayed by popular outery or the fear of party 
displeasure, And this, joined with the absence 
of any overweening desire to enforce views sim- 
ply as his own views, thus preventing him from 
becoming an ‘‘impracticable’’ in politics, made 
him what seems to me as the nearly complete 
pattern of an American legislator. His stead- 
fustness in adhering to a given course when 
both wind and tide were against him was shown 
most conspicuously in the impeachment trial. 
But I have studied his life before that event 
closely enough to see that any one well know- 
ing him need not take that instance into the 
account in concluding that Mr. Fessenpen 
would not be turned from the way he believed 
to be the right way by fear of immediate unpop- 
ularity. No tempest of voices ever dictated 
to him who should be released to the people and 
who should becrucified. But he who believes 


that his firmness came from a defiant and un- | 


sympathetic spirit is, 1 think, wholly wrong. 
Mr. Fessenden understood fully and talked 
freely with his friends of the burdens and 
restraints imposed by a political life, and he 
always strove to so bear himself that no re- 
proach of neglected duty could be laid at his 
door, and that his acts and his motives should 
not be cheapened by the inducements that beset 
the politician. He has portrayed all this in his 
eulogy upon the honorable Solomon Foot, a 
Senator from Vermont, who died in 1866, and 
whom he respected and loved. 

Irom his place in the Senate Chamber he 
then said: 

“When, Mr. President, a man, however eminent 
in other pursuits and whatever claims he may have 
to public confidence, becomes a member of this body 
he has much to learn and much to endure. Little 
does he know of what he will have to encounter. He 
may be well read in public affairs, but he is unaware 
ot the difficulties which must attend and embarrass 
every eflort to render what he may know available 
anduseful. Hemay be upright in purpose and strong 
in the belief of his own integrity, but he cannot even 
dream of the ordeal to which he cannot fail to be 
exposed; of how much courage he must, possess to 
resist the temptations which daily beset him ; of that 
sensitive shrinking from undeserved censure which 
he must learn to control; of the ever-recurring con- 


test between a natural desire for public approbation || 


and a sense of public duty; of the load of injustice 


he must be content to bear even from those who | 
hould be his friends; the imputationson his motives; | 


the sneers and sarcasms, of ignorance and malice; 
all the manifold injuries which partisan or private 
malignity disappointed of its object may shower upon 
his unprotected head. All this, if he would retain 
his integrity, he must learn to bear unmoved and 


walk steadily onward in the path of public duty sus- | 


tained only by the reflection that time may do him 
Justice; or, if not, that his individual hopes and 
aspirations, and even his name among men, should 
be of little account to him when weighed in the bal- 
ance against the welfare of a people of whose destiny 
he is a constituted guardian and defender.” 

As I read these words the form of the dead 
statesman rises before me; I behold him in 
his place in the Senate Chamber presenting the 
matured result of his thought and investigation, 
or casting his vote uninflueneed by any con- 
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cants for political influence or political place, 
his stern rebuke broke down the brazen front 
of the man who sought to put his own advance- 
ment higher than the good of the public service ; 
and when I interpret this loftiness by the light 
of the words that he uttered at the grave of the 
friend that he loved I know that he was not just 
because his nature was cold, amd that he did 
not hate demagogues because he had no sym- 
pathy with the people, but that his ideal of the 
Senator was so high and he so loyally strove 
to reach it that his course carried him over all 
the pain and heart-sickness that he often felt 
when the people murmured and friends grew 
estranged. 

But he went in quest of no popularity that 
had to be bought by time serving, and never 
kept himself before the people by eccentric 
courses and dangerous experiments in legisla- 
tion. It was not of such as he that Dryden 
wrote— 


“*A daring pilot in extremity; 
Pleased with the danger when the waves went high 
Ile sought the storm, but foracalmunfit. — _ 
Would steer too nigh the sands to boast his wit.” 


He had no such ambition for leadership that 
for its sake he would bring the Republic nigh 
to final shipwreck. 

Mr. Speaker, our own State mourns an hon- 


ored son and the nation has lost a tried and — 


faithful aps servant. ‘Those who have for 
years taken part in our national Government 
will miss the leader who was yet the comrade 


in this, that he took upon himself his full share | 


of the burden and work of the day. 


But to the young men who are just entering | 


public lifethe deprivation is even greater. That 


life with its temptations and seducements is all | 


before us. There are tricks and shams and 


intimidations that are set as pitfalls in our | 
With much that is noble and inspiring | 
_about us, there are manifold inclinations to | 
sloth, to fickleness, and it may be to corrup: | 


paths. 


tion. Who can tell whether he has notalready 
set his feet in the way that leads down to moral 
death? We need the tones of that voice which 
never directed the coward’s retreat, the splendid 


calm of that clear face that kept its serenity | 


when the battle around him was at its thickest ; 
we need the actual sight of and association 
with him and all such as he was, who by exam- 
ple and precept elevate our aims, establish our 
character, md make us truly public servants 
for the public good. And for him who, con- 
nected with public affairs, seeks to build up an 
honorable reputation, what better course can 
be given than to emulate the steadfastness, 
the sobriety, the justice of Wm14am Pirr Frs- 


SENDEN ? 


The resolutions were unanimously agreed to; 
and thereupon (at four o’clock and thirty-five 


minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


committees : 
By Mr. ALLISON: The petition of Lieuten- 


'ant Wallis Pattee, company K, seventh lowa 


cavalry volunteers, asking relief from responsi- 
bility for loss by theft of $549 95. 
By Mr. BUCK: A petition for the removal 


| of disabilities from William E. Beaird, of Dal- | 
| las county, Alabama. 
Also, the petition of M. T. Perryman, for 


relief, with accompanying papers. 
By Mr. COX: ‘The petition of Ignatius T. 


_ Chutkowski, for compensation for damage to 
his property by the United States forces in 


Virginia. 


By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: A petition 


_ of soldiers of 1812, asking to be placed on the 


! 


sideration whether he was for the time in the | 


voice, when, besieged by importunate suppli- | 


| pension-roll of the United States. 

| By Mr. GILFILLAN: The petition of Hugh | 
Baker, a soldier of the war of 1812, for a | 

majority or minority; or again I listen to his pension. 





December {4 
3 
for the equalization of bounties of solqi,, 
transferred from the Army to the Nayy. _ 
By Mr. GRISWOLD: The petition ‘of J,, 
Griffin, of Ulster county, New York. f).- 
crease of pension. 
Also, the petition of Caroline Terwil}ic,. 
of Ulster county, New York, for increase of 
4 pension. 
By Mr. HOLMAN: The petition of Joby yy 
Krusger, John R. Bird, Tilford J. Kenan, Jo: 
S. Marety and 20 others, citizens of Indian, 
in favor of a remission of the duty on hides ” 
By Mr. KELLEY: The petition of the le: 
ter-carriers stationed at Philadelphia, praying 
for an increase of salary. ™ 
Also, a memorial of the National Coloya 
Labor Convention, praying that the suryeya| 
public landsin the southern States may be sui). 
vided into tracts of forty acres each, and that ayy 
| freedman who shall settle on one of such gy}; 
| divisions, and cultivate the same for one yea, 

shall receive a patent for the same, the tiile ,/ 
| such land to vest in the settler and his heirs. 
|, and tobe inalienable for the period of ten yea, 
from the date of entry; and further, that ¢), 
grants of public lands made by the Governmey: 
to railroad corporations of the southern States. 
and forfeited by reason of non-compliance wi), 
the conditions annexed to said grants, be ny) 
revived, but that the lands embraced in gye\ 
lapsed grants be brought within the operatioy 
of the homestead act. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Philadelphia, 
| praying Congress to provide pensions for the 
| surviving soldiers of the war of 1812. 

By Mr. KERR: The letter of George ), 
Huckeby, esq., in reference to the application 
of Mrs. Elizabeth Ravenscroft, widow of Johy 

| Ravenscroft, deceased, for relief as a pen- 
| sioner, &c. 

By Mr. McCORMICK: A petition of certain 
citizens of Missouri, praying Congress to rewi! 
import duties on hides. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of Blyth 
Hines and 34 others, citizens and lawyers o! 
Evansville, Indiana, praying the establishment 
of a United States district court in that city. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: A petition of the letter 

_ carriers of Philadelphia, for increase of salary, 
Also, a petition of citizens of Philadelphia, 
asking that the names of the surviving veterans, 
soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812, and the 
widows of such as are dead, be put on the pen 
sion-roll. 

By Mr. READING: The petition of 1!2 
letter-carriers of Philadelphia, asking for an 
increase of salary. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Philadelphia, 
asking that the survivors of the war of 1812 be 
| placed upon the pension-roll of the United 
States. 

By Mr. SCOFIELD: A communication of 
Mrs. Mary M. Cromwell, asking such legisla: 
tion as will enable her to collect the arrear- 
ages due her late husband as paymaster’s clerk 
in the Navy. 

By Mr. STEVENSON: A petition from 
Calvin W. Starbuck and others, praying for 
the admission free of duty of soda ash, caus 
_ tic soda, and bicarbonate of soda. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND: A petition for the 
relief of soldiers of the war of 1812. 

By Mr. TWICHELL: The memorial 0! 
John R. Savage, Lemuel Freeman, and Mar- 
garet W. Westcott, for prize money. 

By Mr. UPSON: The petition of Robert Ml. 
Walker, for removal of disabilities under the 
fourteenth amendment. 

By Mr. WARD: The petition of George A. 
Lamb, for pension. 

By Mr. WILLARD: The petition of Daniel 
Bagley, of Lincoln, Vermont, a soldier in the 
war of 1812, for a pension. 4 
| By Mr. WITCHER: The petition of John ©. 
|| Bouyer, of Virginia, praying for the remova! 
of political disabilities. 


for j 


abilities. 


|| _ Also, the petition of V. A. Witcher, of Vir 
_ || ginia, praying the removal of his political dis- 
Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, | i 
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Sa 
IN SENATE. | 


| 


Wepnespay, December 15, 1869. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Newman, | 
D. D. 


rhe Journal of yesterday was read and 

proved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

rhe VICE. PRESIDENT laid before the 
scnate a report from the Secretary of the Navy, 
-ommunicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 6th instant, information in 
-elation to the lands claimed, held, or occupied 
hy the Navy Department, for naval or other 
purposes, in the State of Louisiana; which was 
veferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
~ Hlealso laid before the Senatea letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, communicating the 
account of 8. Seymour of expenses in making 
urvey for a bridge across the Potomac river 
under joint resolution approved March 2, 1867; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priauons. 


1] 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. | 
| 


Mr. EDMUNDS presented the petition of || 
Mary Muller, of Maryland, widow of John || 
Muller, praying to be allowed a pension ; which || 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILLEY presented the petitions of | 
Robert W. Hart, M. Slaughter, and H. 8. Dog- 
gett, of Fredericksburg, and Charles B. Gard- 
ner, of Montgomery county, Virginia, praying | 
for the removal of their political disabilities ; 
which were referred to the select Committee 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petitions of 
Klizabeth Woodand Mary R. Loring, of Maine, 
praying for arrears of pension from the dates 
of the death of their sons to the commencement 
of their pensions; which were referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of William H. 
Blavi, of Maine, praying for the arrears of 
pension due from the date of his discharge on 

the 25th of August, 1862,to January 27, 1867, 
the date of the commencement of his pension ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

He also presented a petition of the widows of 
revolutionary soldiers, praying for an increase || 
and for arrears of pension ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a memorial of John B. 
imerson, praying for compensation for certain 
patents which were used by the Navy Depart- 
ment and by other Departments of the Gov- 
ernment ; which was reterred tothe Committee 
on Patents. 

He also presented the petition of Asa Porter, 
praying to be allowed arrears of pay and bounty 
on account of services rendered by his son, 
Klias K. Porter, of company B, first Maine 
heavy artillery volunteers; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present the memorial of 
laboring men of the United States in con- 
vention assembled, setting forth that the con- 
dition of the colored laborers of the southern 
States appeals most forcibly to Congress to 
intervene in their behalf by such just and 
timely measures as properly fall within the 
scope of the national authority. This memorial 
is from the colored convention lately assembled 
in the national capital, and is signed by its 
president, J. H. Harris, of North Carolina, and 
a large number of vice presidents from the 
different States. After setting forth the imme- 
diate necessities of the colored men it says 
that the practical remedy for their condition 
lies in making a fair proportion of the laborers 
themselves landholders; and it then proceeds 
to ask that Congress will take measures to divide 
land in certain portions among the colored 
people in the States where land still exists 
elonging tothe national Government; and it | 
sets forth that, according to the report of the 
General Land Office, there are in Alabama | 
more than six million acres, in Arkansas more | 








| ing to the United States among colored people, | 
| and further a purchase in other States where | 


| ture to ask in presenting this petition that it 
| be printed, and referred to the Committee on 


| be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


| Committee on Claims. 


| trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
| bill (S. No. 291) to encourage and promote the 


| of incorporation and prescribing the duties of 


| allow the bill to be taken up. 
| opposition I shall not press it now. 


| over until to-morrow. 
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public lands do not lie of other lands to be used 
in the same way. Considering the importance 
of this memorial and the body from which it 
proceeds, which the Sengte will remember was 
in session here, I think, during a week, | ven- 


Publie Lands. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The petition will 


Is there objection to its printing? The Chair 
hears none, and the printing is ordered. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. HOWE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of W. A. Wheeler be 
taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the 
Committee on Claims, 

On motion of Mr. HOWE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of William Roach be 
taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on the Dis- | 


International Industrial Exhibition to be held in 
Washington city in the year 1871, have directed 





| me to report it back with sundry amendments, || 
and to ask that it be put upon its passage. [ | 


desire to say that the bill as reported by the | 
committee embraces very little else than an act 


the corporators. The appropriation is stricken 
out, and there is nothing in it but an act of 
incorporation with its prescribed duties. It is 
very desirable that the corporators shall organ- 


ize at an early day, and they are very desirous 


to obtain so much power as the bill will give 
them. I hope, therefore, that the Senate will | 
If it begets any | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be | 
reported by the Secretary in full, after which 
the Chair will ask for objections if there be 
any. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. By direction of the com- 


| mittee I move to strike out the sixteenth sec- 
| tion of the bill, which is the last one, which 
| asks for an appropriation. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to the immediate consideration of this | 


| bill? 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I think it had better go 
Mr. SCHURZ. I object. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Very well. Willit be printed? | 
The VICK PRESIDENT. It will be printed 


|} with the amendments, being the report of a 


committee. 

Mr. SUMNER. If I can have the attertion 
of the chairman for one moment—— 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that by the objection of the Senator from 
Vermont and the Senator from Missouri the 
bill has passed from the consideration of the 
Senate to-day. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts asks consent to speak in regard toit. The 
Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should iike to have the 
attention of the chairman of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia in regard to this bill. 
I have the honor of being a member of the 
committee from which it comes; but, as the 


| in this present plan. 
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i} 
than eleven millions, in Florida more than || 
seventeen millions, in Louisiana more than six || 
millions, and in Mississippi more than four || 
millions, making a total of more than forty- | 
six million acres which may be used in this 
way; and it further asks the enactment of a 
law authorizing the President to appoint a 
land commission, to consist of suitable per- 
sons, whose duty it shall be to purchase lands || 
in those southern States in which there are || 
no public lands. 

It will thus be seen that this memorial con- 
templates a distribution of public lands belong- 


Senator is aware, owing to engagements else- 
where I had not the advantage of being present 
when it was considered by the committee. 
There is one point to which I wish to call atten- 
tion, and [ take advantage of this first moment 
to do it. I observe that the year for this exh: 

bition is 1871. I was ging toask the chairman 
whether he was aware that at this very moment 
the British Government is engaged in arrang 

ments for a similarexhibitionin London? bor 


| instance, I have this morning received from 


the Department of State an official letter cov- 
ering a correspondence with the British min- 
ister inviting our Government to participate in 
its exhibition at London in 1871. Now, think 
the Senate will see that it would be pretty difli- 
cult for two considerable exhibitions of that 
character to go on at the same time, one on 
one side of the ocean and the other on the 
other. 

It seems to me, therefore, the British Gov- 
ernment must give way or we must give way 
So far as I understood 
the British proposition, reading it as I did 
rather hastily this morning in mannscript, it 
seemed to me to cover substantially the ground 
of this bill. It proposes an exhibition where 
there should be illustrations of all the arts, and 
our country is invited to contribute to it and to 
be present by a commissioner, 


|| I merely wished to make this explanation 


now right on the threshold because it seemed 
to me it would require consideration, that pos- 
sibly it might be better to change the bill or to 
postpone it until we could ascertain positively 
the purpose of the British Government to pro- 
ceed with their exhibition. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I was not apprised of the 
movement of the British Government at this 
time in relation to an international exhibition. 

Mr. SUMNER. I will say to the Senator 
| that I was not aware of it myself till this very 
morning. It is this day that I received from 
| the Department of State an oflicial communi- 
cation upon the subject. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I can see very readily that 
it certainly would not be desirable that two 
international exhibitions should be held in the 
same year. When the bill shall be under con- 
sideration that will be a matter for careful 
examination. I believe, however, this bill as 
now drawn provides for an exhibition in 1871, 
or as soon thereafter as shall be convenient ; 
and the language of the bill as it stands may 
meet all the exigencies of the occasion. 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill willtake 
| its place on the Calendar. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. In accord- 
| ance with prior notice, I now ask leave to call 
| up House joint resolution No. 72, and I will 
state 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that the morning-hour business has not 
yet been concluded. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
unanimous consent. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermontasks unanimous consent to call up 
| the joint resolution which he has mentioned. 

Mr. HOWARD. I wish to make a report. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire to 
call up House resolution No. 72, and I will 
state before the question is put to the Senate 
that I understand the Senator from Tennessee 
[Mr. BrownxLow] has a personal explanation 
to make, to which | shall, of course, yield; 
and also that the Senator from Wisconsin [{ Mr. 
Carpenter] is prepared to go on and address 
the Senate now upon another subject, and | 
shall be willing to have this resolution post- 
poned informally to give him an opportunity 
to make that speech. I desire to call up the 
resolution now. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. Morning-hour 

business not having been concluded, the 
| ator from Vermont asks unanimous consent that 
| the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 
| House joint resolution in regard to the eight- 
| hour law. 








Then I ask 


' 
Sen 








136 


Mr. HOWARD, 
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| Wednesday for the adjournment, that we 
‘not lengthen the period of the vacation, but 
w»chortenit. Ihaveno wish myself about 
because 1 shall be here during the recess ; 
- they have fixed Wednesday, I am willing 
-ree to it. I would prefer to adjourn from 
day of next week until the Monday fol- 
ving New Year's day, but I have no amend- 
entto offer. 1 trust the Senate will not pro- 
vnethe vacation, but rather shorten it. 
Me. MORRILL, of Vermont. Only within 
, few years have we ever voted so long an ad- 
urnment as a fortnight. It seems to me 
with the immense amount of business that is 
accumulating upon the tables of the two Houses 
we can spend the time quite as usefully here as 
we could by adjourning at all except, perhaps, 
‘or the mere days, Christmas and New Year’s ; 
and if this motion shall be voted down, at all 
events I will move to curtail the adjournment 
.o that it will be less than even that proposed 
bythe House of Representatives. 
“Mr. SUMNER. I hope the Senate will not 
consent to prolong this vacation, although I 
am not disposed to interfere with the will of 
ihe House of Representatives as expressed in 
ihe resolution they have sent to us. I wish 
that the time had been less, for when I look 
over the Calendar I see that there are import- 
ant measures that do require the attention of 
Congress, and the sooner the better. I must 
say that I consent with difficulty that several 
of these measures which are so important, so 
exacting almost, should be postponed until 
after the holidays. lor instance, here is the 
measure with reference to Georgia ; surely that 
ought to be considered ; and then here is a bill 
that I hope to call up to-day relating to tele- 
graphic communication between the United 
States and foreign countries. ‘There is an im- 
mediate exigency for action on that bill, grow- 
ing out of the condition of our cable relations, 
if | may so say, with France, and also with 
other countries. The whole cable question is 
an urgent one at this moment, and t think the 


xe 


Senate ought to act on it before the hobidays. | 


‘Then, a Senator reminds me, there is also the 
question of Virginia. I have already alluded 
to Georgia. ‘There are various questions any 
one of which is calculated to occupy a good 
deal of time. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
question. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator reminds me 
that 1 have said nothing of Cuba, because, I 
suppose, the least said the better. [ Laughter. ] 
(here are other questions that are positively 
urgent. I hope, therefore, the Senate will not 
prolong the time beyond what the House de- 


( ides, 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from New 
York, to strike out ‘‘ Wednesday, the 22d,’’ and 
insert ‘* Monday, the 20th.”’ 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move to 
nsert ‘* Thursday, the 23d,”’ in place of ‘* Wed- 
nesday, the 22d.”’ 

Mr. HOWE. I have not the slightest per- 
sonal interest in this matter myself, but I beg 
leave to say on behalf of gentlemen who live 
in the neighborhood that I come from, who 
propose to return to their homes during the 
holidays, which I do not propose—— 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Do you know 
any such? 


Mr. HOWE. 


Then there is the Cuba 


Yes, I know several of that 


sort; and if the resolution passes as it is they 


will be enabled to get home before Christmas, 


whereas if this one day is snatched away from | 
them they will be left on the road on Christmas | 


day; and I am sure the Senator from Vermont 
would not wish to impose that prejudice upon 


them. I hope he will withdraw his amend- 
ment, 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
any objection I withdraw it. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


If there is 


The question is |! 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


on agreeing to the concurrent resolution of the 
House of Representatives. 

The resolution was concurred in. 
FROM TIE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPrerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed, without amend- 
ment, the bill (S. No, 283) to remove political 
disabilities of certain persons therein named. 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed a joint resolution (H. R. No. 86) 
in regard to the suspension of the sale of cer- 
tain lands in California, in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Horace Portes, his Secretary, 
announced that the President had on the 14th 
instant approved and signed the following joint 
resolutions: 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 62) in relation 
to a site for a building for the State Depart- 
ment; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 64) appoint- 
ing General Thomas Osborn a manager of the 
National Asylum for Disabled Soldiers. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 1 now ask 
to have House joint resolution No. 72, to reg- 
ulate the hours of labor of Government labor- 
ers, workmen, and mechanics, taken up: 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
of the Chair to state that the Senator from 
‘Tennessee [Mr. BrowNLow] the day before 
yesterday asked the Chair to request of the 
Senate an opportunity to make a personal 
explanation. 
ing that that will consume about thirty min- 
utes. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will yield 
for that purpose if this shall be taken up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Vermont, to 
take up House joint resolution No. 72, to regu- 
late the hours of labor of Government laborers, 
workmen, and mechanics. 

Mr. SUMNER. Idonot wish to antagonize 
with that resolution, but there is another bill 
to which [ referred a moment ago. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. There are 
other gentlemen who are going to occupy the 
floor. [ am not going to speak myself yet. 
The Senator from Tennessee desires to make a 
personal explanation, and the Senator from 
Wisconsin is prepared to make a speech, and 
I have said to both that I will yield for that 
purpose. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Vermont. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
to the Senator from Tennessee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Tennessee asks consent to make a per- 
sonal explanation occupying in time about 
thirty minutes. Is there objection? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That will displace the 
bill relating to the jurisdiction of the courts. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
understand that the Senate grants unanimous 
consent to displace it until the personal ex- 
planation is concluded, which will be in the 
nature of a temporary postponement of the 
order that comes up at one o’clock ; but when- 
ever the personal explanation is ended the bill 
of the Senator from Illinois will come up as 
unfinished business. The Chair hears no 
objection, and the Senator from Tennessee 
sends to the Secretary the paper which will be 
read as a personal explanation. 

The Secretary read the remarks of Mr. 
Brown! ow, as follows: 

Mr. Presipent and Senators: In submit- 
ting the brief remarks I propose on this occa- 
sion I regard myself as speaking to @ question 
of privilege, and as giving some political and 


MESSAGE 


I now yield 


It is the duty | 


He informs the Chair this morn- | 
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personal explanations concerning the late 
bitter and exciting contest or election in Ten- 
nessee. I regret that the circumstances and 
results of that election require me to allude tu 
myself and my action therein mucre frequently 
and freely than I could desire. It is known 
to Senators within this Chamber that all sorts 
of charges against me in connection with the 
recent Tennessee election have found their way 
into the Republican journals of the country. 
Hence my desire to set myself right in the 
estimation of my brother Senators and of the 
country at large. The truth of history and the 
fair fameof the Republican party of Tennessee 
and elsewhere also justify my present under- 
taking. 

On the 20th of May last the State Republican 
convention assembled in Nashville to nominate 
eandidates for Governor and for superintend- 
ent of public instruction. There was a full 
attendance, nearly every county in the State 
being represented. At the time of the sitting 
of the convention I was not within two hundred 
and fifty miles of the place of its meeting, nor 
did I make any communication to it, relying 
as I did upon the patriotism and good sense of 
the members to act wisely and rightly in the 
business intrusted to them. 

Almost immediately upon the assembling of 
the members a conflict arose between the 
friends of Senter and SroKgs as to the tempo- 
rary organization. The friends of Senter nom- 
inated a gentleman for temporary chairman. 
Colonel Cate, who called the meeting to order, 
refused to entertain the motion. ‘lhe mover, 
Judge L. C. Houk, then put his own motion to 
the assembly, and the nomination was clearly 
confirmed by the votes of a large majority ot 
those present. ‘The friends of Srokes put Hon. 
it. R. Burer in nomination, which motion Mr. 
Cate put to the house; and thus a conflict 
arose as to the temporary chairmanship of the 
convention, which continued with more or less 
violence for twodays. The confusion andstrile 
thus beginning in bitterness increased in inten- 
sity and recklessness until their exhibitions 
were disgraceful. Reckless personalities were 
indulged. The Sroxes men charged the Sen- 
ter men in open convention with being school 
funders, bank thieves, and railroad-ring swin- 
dlers. The lie was openly retorted, blows were 
given, pistols and dirks were drawn, and but 
for the intervention of the police wounding and 
loss of life might have resulted. 

In accounting for the fierceness and tenacity 
of this conflict in the convention several facts 
are urged by the Senter Republicans who par- 
ticipated in the tumultuous proceedings of those 
two memorable days, as, for example, that the 
Srokes men had packed the convention; that 
several counties were present in double, trebie, 
and even greater delegations. It was claimed 
that those delegations in some instances were 
procured by impromptu unauthorized assem- 
blies, and who therefore had no right to seats 
in the convention. But chiefly the animus of 
the respective parties in the struggle may be 


' traced to the conviction entertained by the 


adherents of Senter that a conspiracy had some 
months previously been organized on the part 
of Sroxes, Cate, and others to prevent Gov- 
ernor Senter from being a candidate by degrad- 
ing him from the Governorship under the ap- 
plication of the fourteenth amendment. The 
evidences of that conspiracy were published 
throughout the State, and they entered into the 
canvass on every stump in Tennessee. 

After two days of strife, wrangling, and vio- 
lence the convention adjourned without effect- 
ing even atemporary organization. As further 
illustrating the temper of that convention 4 
fact occurred which should not be overlooked. 
It is this: on the second day of the conven- 
tion, when strife had wearied itself into com- 
ptrative quiet, Judge Barbour Lewis, of Mem 
his, brought forward the name of Hon. 
Gane MAYNARD as a compromise candidate, 
with a view to heal the breach and unite the 
two discordant factions. Of Mr. Maywarp’s 
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undoubted soundness as a Republican -it is 
unnecessary that I should say a word. Equally 
obvious is it that Mr. Maynarp should have 
been acceptable to both wings. Yet the prop- 
osition of Judge Lewis was indignantly spurned 
by the SroKes men present. 


The convention thus breaking up in a row, | 


the friends of the rival candidates put forward 
the names of their chosen leaders and rallied 
to their support. Both were Republicans ; 
both claimed to stand upon the platform of the 
national Republican party. ‘The supporters of 
Senter declared their adherence to the Chicago 
platform. Among the supporters of Senter 
before and at the convention, during the can- 
vass and at the polls, were a majority of the 
delegates to the Chicago convention, and also of 
the l'ennesssee presidential electors. Governor 
Senter in accepting the nomination, andin an 
address published soon after his nomination, 
and during the entire canvass, declared his full 
support of the Chicago platform, and especially 


of the fifteenth amendment, and in Tennessee | 
of the non-proseription of immigrants, the 


common-school system, and universal suffrage. 
As then both those gentlemen, Senter and 


STOKES, were unquestionably Republicans, the | 
Republican masses of Tennessee conceived | 


they bad an indisputable right to support the 
one or the other of them with out disparage- 
ment of their party fealty. 

Thousands of them, including myself, exer- 
cised that right and supported Senter during 
the canvass and at the polls. But there were 
other and special reasons why my preference 
should be given for Senter. 

Like myself Governor Senter was for months 
an inmate of a rebel prison on account of his 
loyalty and his Union sentiments. During the 
whole of my term of office as Governor of 
‘lennessee he was a member of the State sen- 
ate, and he supported all the measures—some 
of them necessarily extreme—of my adminis- 
tration, defending them boldly and ably, while 
the immediate friends and constituents of Gen- 
eral Srokes made war upon me and my admin- 
istration in every conceivable form and man- 
ner. It was therefore most natural that I 
should support Senter; and under a recur- 


rence of like exigencies I would do the same | 


thing again. 

The party having become demoralized by 
the Nashville fiasco, and a Legislature to be 
elected, Republicans throughout the State di- 
vided themselves as candidates for the General 
Assembly. In some counties as many as from 
three to fifteen candidates offered themselves 
for election, some of them running on the 
Senter and suffrage platform and others of 
them on that of Stokes. 

light days after Senter and SroxkeEs were both 
before the people as rival Republican candi- 
dates I published the following brief address 
to the voters of Tennessee, namely : 


*T find myself called upon by letter and through 
the newspapers to define my position on the suffrage 
question now being agitated throughout the State. 
i have never held an equivocal position on any great 
public question, and I never will. Nor have I the 
vanity to suppose that my opinions will influence 
those of any considerable number of men on this or 
any other question; and I certainly have no purpose 
to dietate to any of them howthey shall vote at the 
coming election, It is from an entirely different 
motive that L siate what follows. 

“In my judgment the existing franchise law was 
an absolute necessity to prevent the State from being 
thrown into anarchy and to protect the loyal people 
thereof from being subjected to proscription, vio- 
lence and murder, or exile. On this account and 
with this view I have supported that measure. If [ 
had the power I would disfranchise for life the active 
Jeaders who brought on and upheld the rebellion. 
Chese bear about the proportion to the other num- 
bers who were drawn into rebellion, say, a8 one to 
ten. ‘The question arises, then, in view of the recent 
decision of the Supreme Court, and to which I shall 
soon more particularly refer, how can you discrim- 
inate to make the disability fall upon them alone; 
would it be right or wise to keep a thousand men 
under disabilities, nine hundred of whom do not 
longer require it, for the sake of the one hundred 
who do? 

“The Republican party in Tennessee have secured 
the entire Judiciary in the State for eight years to 
come, and should the Governor recommend to the 
Legislature an alteration of the constitution admit- 
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ting the disfranchised to the ballot it will require 
two years to accomplish it. The rebel population of 
the State will then have been disfranchised at least 
six years. Should they then come into power by 
wielding the majority of the votes it will be impos- 
sible for them even then to fill the offices of the 
State with rebels to its injury, because of the four- 
teenth amendment to the United States Constitution. | 
‘There is still another view of this subject I wish | 
to present. Thesupreme court of Tennessee, acourt 
of our own choosing, has recently restored to the 
ballot by its late decision about twenty thousand 
rebels, among whom were some of the active leaders 
of the rebellion who had been excluded therefrom 
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by the franchise law. \| 


**We elected Grant upon the platform of universal 
suffrage, East Tennessee alone giving him about 
twenty-six thousand majority. In hisinaugural ad- 
dress Grant comes out fair and square for universal 
suffrage; the reconstruction measures of Congress 
all proceed uponthe principle of universal suffrage; 
the entire Republican party of the nation and the 
entire Republican press of the North are out une- 
quivocally in favor of universal suffrage. Shouldthe 
Republicans of Tennessee obstinately stand out any 
longer against the great Republican party of the 
nation and its entire press, and also against the 
President and both Houses of Congress, they will 
simply render themselves ridiculous in the estima- 
tion of all besides themselves. 

“It will be seen from the foregoing that in my 
judgment the safety of the State, the welfare of its 


| people, and the protection of loyal citizens do not 


demand the perpetuation of existing disabilities 
longer than the time when they can be constitution- 
ally removed. 

** In conclusion, [have no confidence in that organ- 
ization known as the Democratic party, either North 
or South. I can never act with that organization, 


nor support any man for office who I have reason to | 


believe will be controlled by its partisans. Indeed, 
if I desired to bring the devil out of his lair and 
secure his active codperation with me in polities I 


| would proclaim myself a Democrat of the rebel-Con- 


| servative school. 


ol, The organization is choke-full of 
hatred of the United States Government, and having 


| the fish-like smell of ‘States rights’ it is unsavory 


to the nostrils of modern progress. There are but two 
parties left in this country—the diminishing party 
of Democracy, that brought about the rebellion; and 


| the rapidly growing party of national Republicans, 


who advocate universal suffrage and the equal rights 
of all, irrespective of birth-place or eolor. To this 
party I belong, and with it and my country I propose 
to sink or swim, live or die, survive or perish! 

** June 12, 1869. W.G. BROWNLOW.” 

It will be seen from this letter that my view 
contemplated the conferring of the ballot upon 
the disfranchised in a gradual and constitu- 
tional manner. and not by the wholesale chang- 
ing of the commissioners of registration—a 


| measure to which I never gave my approval. 
| I deny the authority of the commissioners of 


registration to set aside the franchise law of 


| theirown will by their judgment coneerning and 


| constitution of Tennessee has not been called 





their supreme control over it, that law being a 
pee of the constitution of the State, and which 


vas been so decided by the supreme court of | 


ry 
| Tennessee. 


I also and with equal distinctness deny the 


_ tia, will sufficiently explain why a Consery 
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hundred State militia armed and equipped ana 
: ° m ped and 
in the field. The so-called Conservatives rai 

the mad-dog cry of high taxes in sustaining . 
standing army, oppression, &c. Governor &...- 
ter was induced to disband them. I have “ 
quarrel with him for doing so, but had | be | 
Governor at the time I would have distriby; 
those troops in the rebellious counties, » 
held the election under the franchise 
thereby securing a Republican Legislaty,, 
As already stated, large numbers of Repub. 
licans, both on the Senter and Srokes tick. 
offered themselves for the Legislature. ‘),, 
fact, and the manner in which the registrat;,, 
was manipulated, taken in connection wi), 
the statements made concerning the State mij. 


en 
ed 
and 


law, 


ative 


| Legislature was returned. But certainly no po, 
sonable man can justly hold me responsible {), 


these facts nor for their results. 
After the election was over and the retuyry,: 
were known, I published a brief letter—,,, 


necessary now to quote at length—in whic) | 


| stated that in no event would Andrew Joby. 


son be elected United States Senator. {\;, 


fb emey rene was called forth by the charg, 


eing freely made in certain Republican joyy. 
nals that I had formed an alliance with Joby 
son and the Conservatives. I[ have not gooey 
Andrew Johnson, nor have I spoken to him, 
since the winter of 1865, when he left Nas) 
ville for Washington, to be inaugurated as Vic: 
President of the United States—an occasion), 
upon which he is said to have figured on 4 
scale ‘‘as large as life and twice as natural,’ 
When I form an alliance with Andrew Joby. 
son to promote his personal aims or other 
wise to aid in advancing the corrupt Democ- 
racy of the country, it will be when [ shajj 
have become lost to all sense of honor ani 
shame, blind to all the teachings of the code 
of morals contained in the Bible, and steeped 
to the chin and nose in personal and politica! 
profligacy. 

The defeat of Andrew Johnson as a canii 
date for the United States Senate after his 
most untiring efforts and those of his friends 
for an election, and after, as is alleged, lary 
bets had been made upon his success, vindi 
cates my prediction referred to. 

Hon. Henry Cooper, who was elected on the 
22d of October last to succeed Hon. Josephs. 


| Fowler as United States Senator, is an old-line 


authority of the Legislature to set aside the | 


It 


franchise law by a simple act repealing it. 


/ean only be lawfully set aside by the single 


process which is indicated in my address of 


'June 12, above quoted. Many persons mis- 


conceive the constitutional powers of the Gen- 
eral Assembly over the question of a conven- 


| tion and the mode of amending the constitution. 


By the provisions of the constitution there | 
is no power vested in the General Assembly | 


whereby that body can provide for the amend- | 
ment of the organic law through a convention. 
The only means of amending the constitution 
within and bythe forms of law is for one Legis- 


lature to propose the desired amendment, and | 


if it receives the necessary majority then pub- 


lish it, when the next succeeding Legislature | 


submits it to the people, and if adopted by the | 


people the still next Legislature declares it a | 


part of the constitution of the State. 
The convention recently called to amend the 


in accordance with law. It is revolutionary 
and unconstitutional. What Governor Senter 
may feel it his duty to do in the premises I am 
not advised; but if I were Governor and the 
convention should attempt to meet and carry 
out their revolutionary measures I would dis- 
perse them by the State troops. I am satisfied | 
that the present General Assembly is fatally | 
bent upon mischief. 
When I retired from the office of Governor 


Whig. He was a Union man before, since, an! 
duringthe war. He was never a Johnson mau. 
He is one of the numerous gentlemen of the 
legal profession whom I commissioned as judge 
of a circuit while Governor of Tennessee. lle 
has no disabilities upon him to be removed. 
While I cannot speak from personal knowl: 
edge, having had no conversation or corre: 
spondence with him on the subject, I take the 
responsibility. of saying I doubt not he wil 
yield a fair and just support to President Grant 
and his administration. From a long persone 
and official acquaintance with Mr. Cooper ! 
am prepared to say of him that he is a geutle- 
man of culture and ability. ; 
By the expressions and pledges of the lead 
ing Conservative journals of the State, and 
especially by the distinct platform upon which 
the Conservatives elected Governor Senter, the 
members of the Legislature were bound by 
every obligation ef good faith, honor, and cou 
sistency to adopt the fifteenth amendment. 
Their refusal to do so stamps their conduc! 


with political perfidy and dishonor, and may 


be regarded as a base betrayal of the jus' 
expectations ofthecountry. Certain Tennesse 
Republicans recently held a meeting in this 
city at which dansebek were made. Among 
others Hon. R. R. Burier is reported to have 
said that I had turned the Whig over to the 
support of Packer and Pendleton. 

The gentleman to whom I sold my interes 
in the Whig, General Joseph A. Mabry, co" 
tributed liberally of means and efforts to the 


| defeat of Andrew Johnson as a candidate for 


[ left to Governor Senter the legacy of fifteen || a seat in this body in his recent effort for elec: 
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tipped and 
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Ives raised 
Statning , 


-rnor Sen 
I have py, 


iad | bee, 


listributed 


state mil; 
NServatiye 
nly no reg 


tion by the Tennessee Legislature. I meet this 
Z hole story about selling the Whig to the Dem- 
oeratic party by the following ‘‘card,’’ which 
appeared in the Knoxville Whig on the 24th 
jay of September last : 


KNOXVILLE, September 23. 


twelve shares, $1,000 ashare, at which the concern 
1s valued, and each member was allowed one vote 
per share for each share owned in the business man- 


| Union straight through for forty years against 


nullification, disunion, secession, and rebellion ; 
thirty of those years as editor of one of the 
leading journals of Tennessee. I claim to have 


| been driven by the rebels into the deep gorges 
| and laurel thickets of the Smoky mountains, 
| where the rebel cavalry hunted me as the hunts- 


in perils in the wilderness, in perilsin the sea, 


in perils among false brethern, in weariness | 


and paintulness, in watchings often, in hunger 
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The Secretary resumed the reading of the 
remarks of Mr. Brown ow, as follows: 

Lest it should be forgotten, I will say here 
and now that the worst class of men we have 
ever had in the South were men who came there 
before the war, married large cotton or other 
plantations well stocked with negroes, and who 


of Lee they have cast their fortunes with the Con- 
servative, alias Democratic, alias rebel party, 
after the wealthier members of which, for the 


nties \. J. Ricks, of this city, recently sent a special ; : yp ; , q we 

hina’ an( jjspateh to the Washington Chronicle, in which he || man pursues the wild beasts of the forest, with | thus took slavery by inoculation. These men, 
"se law, leged that I had disposed of the Knoxville Whig || instructions from their commanding oflicer not || to prove their devotion tothe rebel confederacy, 

fislatuy ‘a prominent secessionist, formerly a postmaster || ° ~ : . - - 5 : 

if B re,  thiserty,” and that after I had given assurance || to capture me alive. In a word, for my devotion || jumped higher and declaimed louder in favor 

- ve pul .o the publie that it would be continued as a Repub- || to the cause of my country I have been ‘‘in | of southern rights and abolition tyranny than 
Ss ror \ . ba . . - . . . . . j . . . > ° 

lickers jican journal, ei . || journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils || some of the natives of the country. Some of 

ire, This Last winter the Whig office and all belonging || of robbers, i ils L i | th b found i yeni 

wtetees. thereto passed into the hands of a stock company of || Of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, || them by some means found it convenient to get 

ee coven gentlemen, all of them members of the Union || in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, || into the Federal Army, and since the surrender 

stION. With League in thiscity. ‘These seven persons owned the I 


Nsible fy, 


le returns 


agement of the concern. 


(he editor, Dr. Pearne, employed by the com- 


pany, is also a member of the Union League, and I | 
take it upon myself to say is as sound a Republican | 


as there is in or out of the State. 


and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and naked- || 


ness.”’ 
After all this I do not propose at this late 
day to be read out of the Republican party by 


sake of influence and gain, they crawl and 
| cringe and sneak with as complete submission 
as ever spaniel fawned upon its chastising mas- 
ter. Such, I repeat, are the worst class of per- 


etter—n,; tis false that I sold any part of the office to ‘‘a | ; an ae re ; : 
: whi . unlaan secessionist, formerly a postmaster of this |} & selfish pack of Tennessee politicians of small || sons we have ever had inthe South. I do not 
as a | city.” Equally untrue is it that I assured the public || caliber and less honesty, who have been on all || propose that they by themselves or through re- 
is Th te it oats Be nesemarn & 0 Sevebivep iovnt sides of all questions and whose connection | creant dough-faced Republicans shall arraign 
P. } a aid state was, § Sti 2e, i i i \} . ° r S . mei 
ae hi caumeal that the Whig would continue to be pub- || with the Republican party has no stronger bond | my integrity as a member of the Republican 
sa we lished as a Republican journal and as the supporter || nor higher motive than the old, time-honored || party. 
‘Can jour ! Grant and his administration, oy || seven principles of ‘* the five barley loaves and If in any of my subsequent votes in this 
ith John lhe sale of my two shares of the Whig stock a |} : a . : a, , L ’ _ L 
ahaa few weeks ago was purely a business transaction and || ‘WO small fishes. Of this class of partisans | Chamber upon questions of reconstruction | 
— had nothing to do with politics. The gentleman to || I designate Srokes and Bur.er, who have seen || may seem wanting in charity toward our err- 
cana mer Lariam bran ee sec prel ears Boe || fit to denounce me as untrue to the great Ke- | ing southern brethren, the explanation will 
e ash tne nio 5 8 y, 8 é é 1eg 3 | . r . , e s ; 
.d de Vie the Chicago convention supported the nomination || publican party. Why, this same man, R. Rt. be this: I have not equal confidence in them 
an of Grant and Colfax. He has probably given as || BuTLer, was doing rebelservicein arebel legis- | all. Some of them I regard as high-minded, 
i mace ae pat soe for the Republican || jature and proposing to raise a regiment of | honorable gentlemen, whose word is to me as 
red o; arty as any me Te ssee. ; a a 0 WE ; 
ae “ 2 : The effort of Mr. Ricks to represent my sale of || rebel troops while | was suffering in jail in || good as a bond; such men I can respect and 
| ' = these twoshares of my stock to this gentleman asa || Knoxville for my constancy to the cause of the | have confidence toward. Yet very many—| 
a ' on _ ere eee es triganted iw ciod aioe | Union! Is not he a beautiful pink of consist- || was almost ready to say the great mass—ot the 
or secess sts s i t > é ce. || . > f - 
, ata This man Ricks isa northern dough-face, who, asthe || ency to impeach my loyalty to the party that | leaders who brought on rebellion and fought 
. I ~~ Knoxville qomomenns of the mee Souk auanees | saved the country? | through the war to their utter defeat are, in 
shal Cincinnati Commercial, anc ashington Chronicle, | The VICK PRES ONT. The Secretary | my judgement. as deeply r ad in hostility t 
onor and hasfoughtthe Radical State governmentofTennessee | J he VICE — a a 7 sil ate y | a" : ea ‘Ac j wae ye: me , - lity to 
the cod straight along through, charging especially through || will suspend the reac ing. 1e Uhair wi state the nationa rovernment as when sword in 
ai a the Times that the judges whom [had appointed and || to the Senate that when the Senate or a parlia- | hand they fought to overthrow it. They now 
ae on fata eye tle rncty ehaye bmpeeaen 9 eae || mentary body grants unanimous consent toa | seek ouly for an opportunity to effect by the 
poutical after and bows and serapes around those judges || personal explanation it is difficult for the Pre- | ballot and by legislation what they failed to 
phim he nad thes qoaaeree ous the highest e =e || siding Officer to state at what point he should | accomplish by force of arms. Hence my action 
& cand owestcourt intheState. Indeed, since Ricks failed || ; ile j : . : Java set} . rni CONS “tic 
after hi to smuggle himself into the pension agency in this || iaterrupt remarks that might be considered | upon questions concerning reconstruction, 
Sikes city—a game that he tried last spring at Washing- || as going beyond the parliamentary rules; but | while it may seem to savor of severity and 
. 1éng3 


red, larg 
Ss, vindi 


ton—he has looked at me and my acts through jaun- 
diced spectacles, which produce a jaundiced yellow- 
ness upon all he sees. 

In conclusion, had I furnished this late dispatch 
of Ricks’s to the Chronicle with a knowledge of all 








| the rule is fixedin England as well as in this 








country that remarks aimed particularly and 
specially and personally at members of the 
other branch of the parliamentary body must 


hatred, will find explanation in that instinet of 
self: preservation which isthe first law of nature. 

With an insulting consciousness of the kind 
favor with which they would meet at court, 


on : lie to look eng ye ep on be ruled out by the Chair. The Chair therefore | certain malignant Republicans from Tennessee 
ee malignant, mean man, wanting in the ingredients || thinks that as these remarks now being read |, have goneto the President, either in person or 

n old-line which go to make up a gentleman, wail | by the Secretary reflect severely upon two |, through some of his Cabinet officers, and have 
nce, and Ws Ge BROW NLOW. . ati ienars : > or } -¢ 

| members of the House of Representatives, | disparaged the Senter Republicans in general 
Son man. This man to whom I refer is the tail end of || codrdinate with this body in legislajjon, they || and myself in particular. ‘To those cowardly 
n of the a copperhead law firm, and he reflects their || do not come within the parliamentary law as | assaults I have made no reply, nor shall I ex: 
as judge sentiments. The senior member of this firm, || established in England and adopted in this | cept as contained in these remarks. I have 
see. HH John Baxter, is the man who in 1862 proposed || country. not seen the President nor any member of the 
noved. to Jefferson Davis, through Landon C. Haynes, || Mr. SHERMAN. I think as the honorable | Cabinet since his election to the high oflice so 
ul knowl: a senator in the Richmond congress, that if || Senator from Tennessee is making a personal | worthily filled byhim. Nor havel visited any 
yr corre: Davis would furnish him a million dollars he || vindication, not only for the benefit of himself || of the Departments. I have asked fewer favors, 
take the would go North and buy up the leading journals || but for the benefit of the party, the debate | as 1 believe, of this Administration than any 
i he asp of the country to the support of the southern || shouldbe allowed to proceed, although it might | Republican member of this body, and as acon- 
nt Grant confederacy and procure them to instigate riots || be in violation of ordinary parliamentary rules. | sequence I have obtained fewer. 
persona and the burning of cities in the North. Gen- || All parliamentary rules, especially general || Nor shall I seek by personal, cringing ap- 
sooper eral Burnside captured Haynes’s papers, includ- || parliamentary rules, are subject to the will of | peals to the President or any of his suborai- 
a gentle: ing this proposition, and it was on exhibition || the body at all times. I think under the cir- || nates to vindicate myself from the base-born 

; at the provost marshal’s office in Knoxville. _|| cumstances, especially as the honorable Sen- || assaults referred to. If my character, estab- 
he lead This shows his estimate of those journals | ator cannot now in his physical condition || lished by forty years of consistent public life, 
ate, and through some of which he is now blackguard- || change what he has written, it ought to be | is not an ample vindication, my self-respect 
ya which ing me over the signature of this unscrupulous || allowed to be read without regard to the | will not allow me to seek by dishonorable and 
nter, the Bohemian. The senior member of this same |! parliamentary iaw. Undoubtedly the Vice || unmanly method to defend it. Noris it neces- 
pund by law firm recently sold out the farm of the widow || President is correct in his statement of the || sary to my defense that I should make other 
wnd con Harmon for services alleged to have been ren- || parliamentary law, that naming a member of a || than these public statements. 
ndmen dered by him at the trial of the widow Harmon’s || codrdinate branch is in violation of the parlia- || Fortunately President Grant and those asso- 
conduc husband and son for bridge burning, which || mentary rule and can only be done by general || ciated with him in the Administration are gen- 
nd may resulted in their hanging. consent. I hope that consent will be given || tlemen of too much discernment to be befooled 
the jus This bridge burning was an act authorized || under the circumstances by which we are sur- | by the ex parte tales of defeated, disappointed 
mnessee and divested by the War Department of the || rounded. I therefore move that the Senator | partisans. 
in this United States, for which Harmon and his son || from Tennessee be allowed to proceed without | Without intending to trifle with the Senate 
Among lost their lives in 1861. A fellow-prisoner with || interruption. || or the country I take this occasion to state that 
to have them, I saw them led out to their execution. | The VICE PRESIDENT. It does not re- || I have learned through the public journals of 
r to the It was the widow and mother of these men for || quire a motion. The Chair only indicated, as || Tennessee that certain parties, in view of my 
; : whom Baxter's ineffectual services were ren- || it was his duty to do, the parliamentary law || early and hoped-for demise, have already ad- 
interes dered who was turned out of her house and || bearing on this question, and the Secretary || ministered upon my political estate and have 
ry, con home by this man, John Baxter. Yet these || will proceed with the reading unless inter- || east lotsfor my garments. I may or! may not 
} to the men now denounce me for betrayal of the || rupted by some Senator. The Chair did it with || die before my senatorial term expires. Il com 
va Republican party ! great reluctance, bat he felt compelled to do it || menced dying gradually on the 2h of August, 
or eiec- 


I claim to have fought the battles of the 


by the law. 


H 1805, 


and I have been dying in the same man- 









; 
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nereversince, except thatsince the rebels drove 

into the mountains and subjected me to the 
inhospitable rigors of a cheerless jail in winter 
the pace has been somewhat accelerated ; yet 
iy naturally vigorous constitution gives some 
promise that | shall live long enough to admin- 
isier upon my Own estate for some years to 
come. One thing is certain, | shall not com- 
imt suicide to gratify those heirs expectant. 
Allow me to add in conclusion that I have no 
selfish or ambitious schemes to accomplish. I 
seek only the good of my constituents and the 
peace, honor, and glory of our great and growing 
country. Nor shall I under any circumstances 
be a candidate for oflice either in Tennessee or 
clsewhere. If daring the remainder of my offi- 
cial term I may fulfill the just expectations of 
my friends I shall be content. 


Nor have I any misgivings as to the future | 


of our common Republic. A grand develop- 
ment awaits her, 
from the suecess of the principles held by the 
National Republican party. In the coherence, 
vigor, and permanence of that party, happily 
assured by the sympathies and convictions of 
ihe intelligent and honest masses of the Ameri- 
can people, the destiny awaiting us as a nation 

; grand beyond conception. ‘The accident of 
momentary defeat in a State here and there 
through the madness of unprincipled dema- 
gogues, as in ‘Tennessee, does not dim the 
brightness of that promise. It cannot retard 
the wheels of progress nor hinder the march 
of destiny. 

KPANISH GUN-BUATS FOR CUBA. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The hour of one 
o'clock having arrived during these remarks, 
the unfinished business is betore the Senate, 
being the bill (S. No. 280) in relation to the 


Her glory is inseparable | 


appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of | 


the United States in certain cases, 
Me. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


I move that | 


that bill be postponed until the joint resolution | 


regularly belore the Senate is disposed of. 


72) to regulate the hours of labor of Govern- 
ment laborers, workmen, and mechanics, will 
be resumed as soon as he shall have concluded 
his remarks. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have no doubt that the 
Senator from Wisconsin has got some facts and 
some information on the subject upon which 
he proposes to speak that would be valuable to 
the Senate, even though it does not come from 
the State Department. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Is there objection 
to the request of the Senator from Wisconsin? 


| The Chair hears none. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


I wish to inquire of the | 


Chair what has become of Senate bill No. 280? | 


The VICK PRESIDENT. 
of the Senator from Vermont, and by the vote 
of the Senate, it was set aside for the purpose 
of considering the joint resolution in regard to 
the eight hour-law. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


Was that motion made 


since one o'clock ? 


lhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator |; 


from Vermont moves to postpone the unfin- 
ished business with a view of proceeding with 
the coasideration of the joint resolution in 
regard to the eight-hour law. 

lhe motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I am now 
willing to yield the floor to the honorable Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin, | Mr. Carnvenrer. | 

Mr. CARPENTEL. 1 move that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of the resolu- 
tow introduced by me the other day in relation 
to the Spanish gun- boats. 

ihe VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
trom Wisconsin asks that the pending order be 
laid aside informally in order that he may call 
up a resolution introduced by him in regard 
to the Spanish gun-boats. Is there objection ? 

Mr. SUMNISR. — L shall interpose no objec- 
tion to that; but Ll feel it my duty to suggest 


that it does seem to me that a discussion of | 


‘hat question is premature, and for this reason : 
(here is no information with regard to those 
yun-boats now betore the Senate except what 
we derive from the newspapers. I understand 
that the Department of State will in a few 
days, as soon as the documents can be copied, 
communicate to the Senate all that it has with 
reference to our relations with Cuba, which 
will probably cover the question of the gun- 
boats. ‘Lhere is a question of fact and of law, 
and I for one am indisposed to approach its 
discussion until | have all the information now 
in the possession of the Government. At the 
same time my friend from Wisconsin will un- 
derstand that I have no disposition to interfere 
with any desires he may have. If he wishes, 
therefore, to goon I shall content myself with 
making the suggestions that I have. 
lhe VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that if the consent asked by the Senator 
‘rom \iseonsin, to pass over informally the 
; ading order, should be granted, the pending 
cder, which is the joint resolution (S. R. No. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It was, at twenty- 


three minutes ago. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I was ealled out of my 
seat for amoment and was not aware that such 
a motion had been made. I! dislike to have 
this bill lose its place. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
place now without regard to the request made 
by the Senator from Wisconsin. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘That vote was not by 
yeas and nays. 


On the motion | 


It has lost its | 


I move to reconsider the vote. || 


The VICK PRESIDENT. TheSenator from | 


Wisconsin is on thefloor. Ifthe Senator from 


lilinois objeets to the passing over of the joint | 


resolution now before the Senate it will take | 
the Senator from Wisconsin off the floor. He | 


is now on the floor asking unanimous consent 
to proceed with some remarks. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. All I desire is that Sen- 
ate bill No. 280 shall not lose its place. It is 
considered important, as a public measure, that 
it should be acted on. 

Mr. MORSON. What is it? 
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| mulgate noextreme doctrine. 
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trodden of all lands; considering how muct 
has been given to us, and that ‘to whom sind, 
is given of him much is required,” I am anxioy 7 
that in this matter the United States should 
not come short of their great opportunity ay 
their corresponding high duty to exert all the: 
legitimate influence in favor of truth and just a 
and on behalf of the liberty and independenco 


and 


| of a community almost within gun-shot fro.) 


our shores struggling to throw off the barha-. 
ous oppression of Spain. . 

Fearing I might be betrayed by my ar, 
western temperament and the warm sympa: 
thies of my nature into the use of inflamma. 
tory rhetoric, which might be suitable to , 
mass meeting of the people but unsuitable to 
the discussion of this question in the Senate 
I shall confine myself, at very great personal 
inconvenience, to the notes that I have pre. 
pared of what I believe to be the solid doctrine 
and philosophy of this subject, I shall pro. 
There are those 


lent 


| who believe that when a colory on this coy 
five minutes after one o’clock, being two or | 


|| consequences. 
| straight and narrow and fearful abysses lie on 





Mr. TRUMBULL. The bill in regard to the || 


jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. 
wish to interpose it against the remarks of the 


Il do not. 


Senator from Wisconsin at this moment, but | 


still 1 desire that the bill shall not lose its 
place, 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of 
the Senator from Illinois will be in order after 
the Senagor from Wiseonsin shall have con- 
cluded his remarks. Lleonly asks a temporary 
laying aside of the pending order for the pur- 


pose of making some remarks, after which the | 


ending order will come up for consideration. 
ihe Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. CARPENTER, 
read the resolution which I desire to call up. 

The Secretwry read as follows: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Senate the 
thirty gun-boats purchased or contracted for in the 
United States by or on behalf of the Government 
of Spain, to be employed against the revolted district 
of Cuba, should not be allowed to depart from the 
United States during the continuance of that rebel- 
lion. 


Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President, 1 have 
waited from the commencement of the session 
for some old Senator holding high rank in this 


body and enjoying a national reputation which | 
would give to his motion a degree of import- | 


ance which cannot attach to one emanating 
from me to move in this matter. But it has 
not been done ; and since the fate of Cuba may 


| depend upon the action to be taken by this 
Government in this regard, I have introduced | 
the resolution which | ask the Senate now to | 


consider. 
I have not taken this step to advertise myself 
as a filibuster, nor in flippant mood overlook- 


ing the gravity of subject or the importance | 


which may attach to a solemn expression by 
the Senate of its opinion upon a matter which 
may seriously affect our foreign relations. 
But believing that it is the mission of this 
nation to stand for the oppressed and down- 


L ask the Secretary to || 


tinent has grown into statehood it has a rich; 
to throw off its allegiance to the parent State 


|| and assert its independence, with or without 
| grievances suffered, and that in such a cage a 


colony is entitled to the sympathy at least of 
the people of every free Government. But 
they are radicals; and L have promised my. 
self to try the experiment this day of being 
exceedingly conservative. : 

I would not have the United States violate 
the wholesome principles of the law of nations 
nor take any step from mere emotion which 
may not be vindicated by right reason. Nor 
would I have it, on the other hand, remain 
silent when it should speak, nor shirk a mani- 
fest duty from over-prudent apprehension of 
The path of a nation’s duty is 


ether hand. Impelled by sympathy to do 
more than we have a right to do would be to 


arene cause of war to Spain: to do less than 


we should do would forfeit our self-respect and 


'| subject us to the condemnation of all free 


States. ‘T'o those who occupy these Halls it is 
given to guide the Government in this narrow 
way, so safe to pursue, so dangerous to depar 
from. 

This is not a case in which it can be said that 


we are intermeddling with what does not con- 
| cern us. 


In 1852 Great Britain and France 
proposed a convention to the United States t 

the effect that the high contracting parties 
would severally and collectively disclaim «il 
intention ever to obtain possession of the Island 
of Cuba, and that they should respectively bind 
themselves to discountenance all attempts to 
that effect on the part of any Power or indi- 
viduals whatever, and that the high contracting 
parties should declare severally and collectively 


| that they would not obtain or maintain for them- 


selves, or for any one of themselves, any exclu- 
sive control over the said island, nor assume 


| nor exerciseany dominion over the same. his 


convention was declined by the United States; 


/ and Mr. Edward Everett, one of the most con- 


servative of our statesmen, then Secretary of 
State, summing up the objections to such a 
convention, said: 


* But the President has a graver objection to en- 
tering into the proposed convention. He has no wish 
to disguise the feeling that the compact, although 
equal in its terms, would be very unequal in sub- 
stance. France and England, by entering into 1'. 
would disable themselves from obtaining possess! 
of an island remote from their seats of Government 
belonging to.another European Power, whose natur! 
right to possess it must always be as good as thei: 
own—a distant island in another hemisphere. and 
one which by no ordinary or peaceful course of things 
could ever belong to either ofthem. Ifthe present 
balance ot power in Europe should be broken up. 1}! 
Spain should become unable to maintain the isiant 
in her possession, and France and England should 
be engaged in adeath struggle with each other, Cuba 
might then be the prize of the victor. ‘Till thes: 
events all take place the President.does not see how 
Cuba can belong to any European Power but Spain. 

“The United States, on the other hand, would )) 
the proposed convention disable themselves trom 


| making an acquisition which might.take place with- 


| in the natural order of things. 


outany disturbance of existing foreign re ations ‘0 ‘ 
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- at our doors. It commands the approach to the 
olf of Mexico, which washes the shores of five of 
ve States. It bars the entrance of that great river 

oh drains half the North American continent 
snd with its tributaries forms the largest system of 
nal water communication in the world. It 
eeps watch at the doorway of our intercourse with 
California by the Isthmus route, If an island like 
Cuba, belonging to the Spanish Crown, guarded the 
antrance tothe Thames and theSeine and the U nited 
<-ates should propose a convention like this to France 
nd England, those Powers would assuredly feel that 
‘ho disability assumed by ourselves was far less seri- 
swe than that which we asked them to assume. 
“The opinions of Ameriean statesmen at different 
times and under varying circumstances have differed 


inter 


the United States. Territorially and commercially 
i: would in our hands be an extremely valuable pos- 
2 jon. : 

simost essential to our safety. Still for domestic 
reasons, on Which in a comraunication of this kind 
it might not be proper to dwell, the President thinks 
that the incorporation of the island into the Union 
at the present time, although effected with the con- 
cont of Spain, would be a hazardous measure; and 
he would consider its acquisition by force, except in 





4 just war with Spain, should an event so greatly to || 


+o the desirableness of the acquisition of Cuba by | 


Under certain contingencies it might be | 


he deprecated take place, as a disgrace to the civil- | 
‘zation of the age.”—NSenate Documents, second session 


Lhirty-Seeond Congress, pp. 17, 18. 


Fortunately the ‘‘domestic reasons’’ why the | 
incorporation of Cuba into the Union might | 
at that time have been a ‘‘ hazardous measure’”’ | 


no longer exist. Slavery has ceased to divide 
our own country into hostile sections, and no 
longer binds our hands in dealing with foreign 


nations; and the abolition of slavery by the | 


constitution of the young republic of Cuba has 
smoothed the way to a union as proper as it 


would be profitable between us and that natur- | 


ally favored but politically cursed community. 


Spain insists, and the President in his mes- | 


sage expresses the opinion, that the condition 
of things in Cuba does not amount to a state 
of war. The President may have information 
upon this subject not possessed by the public, 
and as a resolution of the Senate has already 
called for that information I should wait for it 
but that the emergency is passing and the gun- 
hoats referred to in the resolution will probably 
depart from the United States, unless Congress 
shall interfere, before the information called for 
by the resolution can be furnished to the Senate. 

‘To determine whether the condition of things 
in Cuba amounts to a state of war as under- 
stood by the law of nations involves two pro- 
cesses: 1. An ascertainment of the facts of the 
case; and 2. An application of the law of 
nations to the facts ascertained. 

Spain is in diplomatic relations with this 
country and has its representatives in Wash- 
ington. Cuba possesses no such facility for 
presenting her view of the case for our consid- 
eration. Congress, whether it shall speak or 
remain silent, must form its conclusions upon 
facts obtained only from popular sources, be- 
cause the official representations of Spain to 
the executive branch of our Government can- 
not be regarded as entirely impartial. They 
are presented in the warm coloring of an advo- 
cate, not in the cold light favorable to a correct 
judgment. 

What, then, is meant by ‘‘a state of war?’ 

During the late rebellion the question was 
discussed in Parliament of the propriety of 
Great Britain’s providing for the protection of 
her possessions upon this continent. Anda 
leader in the Government said he had not the 
slightest hope Parliament would ever make such 
preparations, he would not say as would be 
commensurate to a war or even a campaign, 
but he would predict that Parliament would 
uever send to Canada such a force as might be 
necessary for a single battle as General Grant 
conducted battles. Of course if we are to look 
‘0 our recent experience for the tests of war, 
then war does not exist in Cuba. And it is 
iot impossible that in saying that war does 
ot exist in Cuba our distinguished President 
inay have allowed his recollections of the war. 
i which he bore so conspicuous a part and 
won so deserved a fame—a war in which a 
milion of men were subject to his orders, and 
where more men were slain in a single battle 
than Napoleon led in his first campaign into 
Italy—too great an influence in determining the 


legal status of affairsin Cuba. But it is certain 
that in a legal sense, in the sense in which the 
phrase is employed by writers on public law, 
whenever civil administration is so far ob- 
structed by a systematic revolt that the laws 


cannot be enforced by civil officers and the 








Government is compelled to resort to the mili- 
tary power to sustain its authority, then a 
state of war exists. Without taking time to 
fortify this proposition, which I presume will 
not be denied, let us inquire what are the facts 
in relation to Cuba? 

As I have already observed, Cuba not hav- 
ing been recognized as an independent Power 
cannot send diplomatic agents to this country ; 
but she has done what she had the right to do: 
she has sent to the United States agents—as 
we sent agents tothe nations of Europe before 
we were recognized by them—to represent the 
true condition of things; who are entitled to 
the respect which is due to men of probity and 
personal honor in private as well as in public 
stations; and they inform us what, judging 


| from popular information daily furnished to our 


people by the press, I believe to be the truth 
upon this subject; and this information, with- 
out pretending to any personal knowledge of 
its entire accuracy, is well worth investigation, 
to say the least of it, before we permit that to 
be done which, if the information should turn 
out to be true, would amount to a plain viola- 
tion of the neutrality to which this Government 
is solemnly bound, not only by the law of 
nations properly considered, but bound by our 
own carefully composed and solemnly enacted 
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laws in that behalf, to which I shall hereafter | 


advert. 

When the present rebellion in Cuba com- 
menced her entire population amounted to 
about fourteen hundred thousand. 

Of these there were of Spaniards, about........... 80,000 


SpAwksh WOO PS; AOGAE. ...5 shee cecesccsessesccscssecerscseses 20),000 
Spanish marines, ADOUL.........000....sscsseccerssssceeees 6,000 


EE ciccis snackctin res eteeensanepenetetasemsaaeanienlt 106,000 


That is, out of fourteen hundred thousand 
inhabitants all but one hundred and six thou- 
sand were native Cubans. Since 1822 the 
island has substantially been governed by mar- 
tial law. The Governor General is the govern- 
ment; his will isthe law. For exercising these 
combined functions of the legislature, the judi- 
ciary,and the executive, which combined in one 
man are the very consummation of despotism, 
the Governor General receives a salary of 
$50,000 in gold, and fees and perquisites 


| amounting to about $50,000 more. The super- 


intendent of finance, the deputy extortioner 
of the Governor General, receives a salary of 
$18,000 besides fees. 

The chief justice and thirteen principal 


| judges for deciding what they are com manded 


to receive salaries as follows: the chief jus- 
tice $10,000, and the other judges compensa- 


| tion varying from four to six thousand dollars. 


The entire expense of civil and military admin- 


| istration prior to the rebellion was about 


| thirty-five million dollars in gold per annum ; 


of which about six millions was annually paid 
to Spain asa royalty. In addition to this reg- 
ular and annual extortion Cubais subject from 
time to time to such occasional and eccentric 
exactions as may suit the mother country to 
demand. ‘The entire cost of the expedition to 
Mexico under General Prim in connection 
with the British and French forces was levied 
upon Cuba, amounting to about ten millions, 
and the entire cost of subjugating San Domingo 
by Spain, from 1863 to 1865, amounting to 
about twenty-two millions, Cuba was compelled 
to pay. For more than forty years, with rare 
exceptions, not a Cuban has held an office 
under the Government. The people have no 
voice in electing their rulers excepting a par- 
tial voice, always capable of being defeated by 
the Government, in the election of municipal 
officers in towns or cities. For the protection 
of his dearest rights of liberty, life, and prop- 
erty the Cuban has no safeguard exgept in the 
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long sufferance and forbearing charity of a 
Spaniard. . 

The Cubans are now struggling to throw off 
this unendurable tyranny. They have appealed 
to the God of battles in vindication of the in 
alienable right of man to self-government. Of 
the inhabitants within the district now con 
trolled by the revolutionists about one hun- 
dred and five thousand are capable of bearing 
arms. Of this number from twenty to thirty 
thousand are now actually in military array 
commanded by officers appointed by the Cuban 
republic, and but for the difficulty of obaining 
arms the number which would instantly take 
the field would exceed those already under 
arms. 

It is claimed and represented that a large 
district of the island, capable of exact delin- 
sation and geographical description, is held by 
the patriots, and can only be entered by the 
Spaniards by military force; and that in this 
district there exists a regular government 
established by the Cubans, and which is in 
regular administration except when disturbed 
by military operations; that it has a constitu- 
tion, a judicial force actually exercising the 
functions which pertain to the office of judge, 
that it has a regular postal system, and that a 
vast majority of the inhabitants of this district 
pay habitual obedience to its commands; that 
it has a flag and an organized army; that bat- 
tles have been fought, towns besieged, and 
other acts of war committed by the Cubans 
under command of officers appointed by the 
new government; that messages under flags 
of truce have been exchanged, and that reg- 
ular warfare is now being carried on in the 
island to support the constitution of the repub- 
lic of Cuba, and these facts have been shown 


| by competent evidence in judicial proceedings 


hereafter to be mentioned. 

The constitution of the young republie of 
Cuba emancipates all slaves, and the contest 
of arms now going on to support that consti- 
tution involves the liberty or Iatecy of all who 
were slaves when the war broke out. This 
feature appeals strongly to our sympathies 
and constitutes an irresistible claim of right to 
our observing an honest neutrality if we can- 
notaidtheCubans. AndI beseech the learned 
Senator from Massachusetts, the chairman of 
our Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom 
this resolution may be referred, whose voice 
was clearest and sweetest of the chorus of 
liberty in the early morn, to lend his experi- 
enced ear to the cry of humanity that comes 
up from this island of the sea. The weight of 
his influence to-day might pluck another jewel 
from the crown of despotism and release other 
thousands threatened with the master’s lash 
and rebelling against the clanking chain. 

I cannot express how much I regret that 
some step has not already been taken upon this 
subject by that honorable and honored Senator. 
But there are truths so mighty that if men hold 
their peace the stones will cry out; and it is 
the silence of that Senator that leads me to 
now address the Senate. We have happily 
escaped from the curse of human slavery our- 
selves, but as benevolence is stayed by no bar- 
rier of nature, acknowledges no limits of human 
dominion, we cannot blameless remain indif- 
ferent spectators to such a contest within gun- 
shot of our own shores. 

Before coming to the facts in relation to 
these gun-boats let me examine for a moment 
the doctrine of neutrality under the law of 
nations, and then the American doctrine upon 
this subject; and first of all a word in relation 
to what branch of our Government has the 
right to recognize the belligerency of two Pow 
ers as to each other, or belligerency between 
an independent recognized Power and its rebei- 
ling subject. 

In speaking of the branches of our Govern- 
ment we number three, the legislative, judicial, 
and executive; but all sovereign powers pos- 
sessed by the Government fall into two classes, 
political and judicial. The political power is 
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exercised by Congress and the President, and 
the judicial by the courts. Every power that 
is not in its nature judicial is political. The 
political powers are distributed or apportioned 
between Congress and the President by the 
Constitution of the United States, in some cases 
hy express words and in others by necessary 
implication. All the powers specifically dele- 
gated to Congress by the Constitution are sub- 
ject in their exercise to a qualified veto by the 
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1 


President; but a subsequent majority of two | 


thirds destroys the effect of the veto. The 
President is Commander-in- Chief of the Army 
and Navy; but Congress may say there shall 


he neither Armynor Navy. The President must | 
|| the treaty export arms to the colonies, this act 
sentof the Senate appoint, all oflicers ; but Con- | 
gress must determine whether or not there shall 


nominate, and by and with the advice and con- 


be any offices to be filled. 
receive embassadors and other foreign minis- 
ters when any can be received; but as Congress 
hag the power of declaring war it may make it 
impossible for the President to receive any rep- 
resentative of any foreign Government. So of 
all the powers which the Constitution confers 
upon the President, excepting only the pardon- 
ing power. 
directly or indirectly, of practical supervision, 


The President must | 


and Congress may by the express terms of the | 
Constitution make all laws necessary and proper | 
for carrying into execution all powers vested by | 
the Constitution in the Government of the | 


United States or in any department or officer | 


thereof. There is no one doctrine of our 
fathers so plainly engraven upon and all over 
the face of the Constitution as their distrust 
and jealousy of executive or kingly power, and 
they determined to and did hedge it in on every 
side by the overshadowing powers which they 
conferred upon their own representatives in 
Congress. 

The management of our foreign relations is 
not by the Constitution conferred upon the Pres- 
ident beyond the mere right to receive the rep- 
resentatives of foreign Governments. But this 
power was to a large extent conferred upon the 
President by the act of Congress creating the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, now called the 
State Department, which makes it the duty of 
the Secretary of that Department to take charge 
of our correspondence with foreign nations in 
imany particulars specified in the act, and to 
conduct the business “in the said Department 


| 


in such manneras the President of the United 


States shall from time to time order or instruct.”’ 
yy this act, not by the Constitution, the Presi- 
dent was made the organ for communicating to 
foreign Powers the will and wishes of this na- 
tion. But in regard to what is the will of the 


nation Congress remains, as it was before the | 


passage of that act, the authoritative exponent. 
lt belongs to Congress to determine what line 
of policy the Government shall pursue toward 


foreign nations engaged in war, or toward a | 


foreign State waging war upon its revolted 
colonies or any district of any colony; and it 


belongs to the President to communicate this | 


determination to the nations concerned. Thisis 
one of the most delicate, and, as it may involve 


peace or war, one of the most important de- | 
partments of our foreign affairs; and I shall | 


how 
lated the whole subject. 

What, then, is neutrality by the law of na- 
tions? Phillimore, one of the best writersupon 
international law, volume three, page 201, says: 


“The relation of neutrality will be found to con- 
fist in two principal circumstances: 

“|. Entire abstinence from any participation in 
the war. 


“2. Impartiality of conduct toward both belliger- 
ents, 

This being the end to be accomplished, the 
means to be employed must vary and change 
with the varying circumstances of the case. If 
permitting both Powers to purchase in the neu- 
tral country arms, ammunition, supplies, ves- 
sels of war, &c., will not give one of the bel- 
ligerents an advantage over the other, then it 
may be permitted to both. If, however, the 


oresently that Congress has fully regu- | 


| circumstances of the contest are such that this 
permission would be advantageous to one and 


not so to the other belligerent, then both should | 


| beforbidden. An illustration of this view may 

be found in one of the rare instances in which 
| Great Britain has been honest in her declara- 
tion of neutrality. When peace was concluded 


between Great Britain and Spain in 1814 Great | 


Britain stipulated in the treaty not to furnish 
any succor to what was then denominated the 
revolted colonies of Spain. In 1818 Great 
Britain passed her neutrality act, based upon 
our act of 1817, which I shall examine, recog- 


| nizing her obligations to the colonies equally | 


with Spain herself; and as she could not under 


was passed to prevent such exportation to either. 
Wheaton says, Dana edition, 439: 


“Tt was in order to give full and impartial effect 


| to the provisions of the treaty with ena pro- 


| matual, 


Congress has the ultimate power, || 


hibited the exportation of arms to the colonies, but 
did not prohibit their exportation to Spain, that the 
act of Parliament declared the prohibition should be 
When, however, from the tide of events 
| flowing from the proceedings of the congress of Ve- 
| rona, war became probable between France and 


Spain, it became necessary to review these relations. | 


| It was obvious that if war actually broke out the 


prohibition which already existed with respect to 
| Spain, or remove from Spain the prohibition to which 


| the exportation of arms and ammunition was con- 
cerned it was in the power of the Crown to remove 
any inequality between the belligerent parties simply 
by an order in council. Such an order was conse- 
quently issued, and the prohibition of exporting arms 
and ammunition to Spain was removed. 


of their bona fide neutrality.”’ 


The true principle is that the neutral must 
pursue sucha line of policy and change the 


vent one belligerent from obtaining at her hand 
any advantage over the other. If, therefore, 
| the circumstances of the present contest be- 
| tween Spain and Cuba are such that to author- 
| ize both to buy arms, ammunition, and gun- 
boats in the United States would be equal in 
terms but unequal in consequence; if, in other 
words, we know that under such a permission 
Spain was able and Cuba unable to purchase 
gun-boats, then such permission would enable 
Spain to obtain at our hands an advantage 
over Cuba, and would be a violation of our 
duty asa neutral. This would be keeping the 
promise to the ear and breaking it to the hope. 

It would sound fair to the ear for us to say 
Spain and Cuba, either and both, may buy gun- 


sion, and that Spain can and will, and will 
thereby obtain from us a decisive advantage 
over Cuba, then such permission, though im- 
partial in terms, would be dishonest in fact ; 
and so far as Cuba is concerned it would be 
adding insult to injury. So much for honest 
neutrality under the law of nations. 

But what is the American doctrine upon this 
subject? 

I have said that Congress has the power to 
regulate this subject for the United States, and 
that Congress has done so. Under the law of 
nations neutrality only exists when two or 
more independent, recognized Governments are 
waging war against each other, or at least when 
actual hostilities are progressing between a 
recognized Power and some portion of its rebel- 
ling subjects who have become consolidated 
into an actual community or State de facto, 
with such population and power as would en- 





able them if left to themselves to assume the | 


obligations and perform the duties of an inde- 
pendent State. 

Free institutions for the government of great 
nations are of modern invention. 
fathers astonished and startled the world with 
a new gospel of political truth: that all men 
are created equal and possess the inalienable 
right to throw off tyranny and govern them- 
selves. The justification of a revolt is to be 
found, not in the numbers or strength of the 
rebels, but in the causes which make it neces- 


Lritish Government must either extend to Francethe | 


she was then subject, provided they meant to place | 
the two countries upon the same footing. So far as | 


on n By this | 
measure the British Government offered a guarantee | 


policy as often as it may be necessary to pre- | 


boats in the United States; but if we know | 
that Cuba cannot avail herself of such permis- || 


In 1776 our | 
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sary. Lvery revolution must have 
| irregular, and, speaking in the sense 
law, an illegal beginning. But if tyr 
become insupportable the right to re 
| doubted. Resistance may be useless, unsyo 
cessful, but whether it be justifiable or ny. 
depends upon its cause, not its result. Pola), 
was partitioned by force, and Hungary wa, 
trampled in the dust by the combined power ¢ f 
Russia and Austria, but mankind has ne 
hesitated in determining who was right 
who was wrong in those cases. 

The United States having set a great example 
of successful revolution, and been blessed With 
prosperity and grown to greatness as an inde. 
pendent nation, has a right to form and expres, 
its own judgment upon the subject of reyoly. 
tions generally. It was at full liberty to say 
it would, like the monarchies of Europe, frow, 
upon any revolution, and to the extent of jj, 
power under the law of nations throw its infly. 
ence in favor of tyranny, and never recognize 
a rebelling colony until its rebellion shou\j 
be fully accomplished and its recognition wa: 

| forced upon the world by the fact of nation. 

ality accomplished; or it had a right to gay, 
this great Republic will in its foreign rela. 
| tions observe every actual duty to every nation, 
but will also remember that only by revoly. 
tion did it become a nation, and that any other 
colony or district of colony suffering from 
tyranny has a right to rebel, and whenever j; 
does so and a state of hostilities is ready to 
be inaugurated the neutrality of the United 
States shall be enjoyed by the rebels from the 
firing of their first gun. 

In the early prize cases, in the first ten yol- 
umes of Wheaton, the Supreme Court fre. 
qeenty held that the parties were belligerent; 
though no proclamation of the President or act 
of Congress had so declared. They were held 
to be belligerents by common consent and 
from the notorious fact that such was the case; 
and the court took notice of the facts, as it 
always does of the general history of the world. 

How was it in the late civil war in the United 
States? Ihave never understood that the con 
federate States were acknowledged by the Uni. 
ted States as an independent Power; and yet 
our Supreme Court sustained condemnation 
in private cases from the proclamation of the 
President declaring blockade of the southern 
ports. (See prize cases, 2 Black’s Report.) 

I come now to show that Congress in the 
most deliberate and solemn manner has ex- 
pressly determined the policy of this country 
to be neutrality, with recognition of belligerent 
rights from the inception of an actual rebel: 
lion. The first act was passed in 1794; found 
1 Statutes-at-Large, 381. The third section ot 
this act declared it to be a high misdemeanor 
| to fitout and arm within the United States, or 
| procure to be fitted out and armed, any ship 

or vessel with intent that such ship or vessel 
should be employed in the service of any foreign 
prince or State with whom the United States 
were at peace, fixing heavy penalties for the 
offense, and declaring that the vessel should 
be forfeited, 

In 1816, President Madison directed the 
seizure of a vessel in the port of New York 
under the provisions of this act, which was 
alleged had been fitted out with intent that i! 

_ should be employed “ in the service of a foreign 
State, to wit, that part of the Island of St. 
Domingo which was then under the govern: 
ment of Petion, to commit hostilities upon 
the subjects of another foreign State, with 
which the United States were at peace, to wil, 
that part of the Island of St. Domingo whic! 
| was then under the government of Chris: 
tophe.”’ 
| Neither Petion’s nor Christophe’s govern: 
_ ment had been recognized by the United States, 
and both were contending for supremacy 1!" 
this island. ; 
| his seizure was declared illegal by the dis- 
trict court of the United States, and afterwards 
‘the case of Hoyt rs. Gelston (13 Johns., 141) 
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was brought by the owner of the boat for dam- 
weg for the seizure. The supreme court of 
New York held that the decision of the district 
court was conclusive as to the illegality of the 
seigure was clearly unauthorized under the act 
»¢ Congress, because the act only related to con- 
-estsamong independent nations. This decision 
wasatirmed by the court of errorsin New York, 

i4Johns. R., 561.) The case was afterwards 
taken to the Supreme Court under the twenty- 
g{th section of the judiciary act, and the judg- 
ment of the New York courts was there affirmed. 

After this decision in the New York courts 
Congress on the 80th March, 1817, passed 
a new act to remedy the defect of the former 
act, (3 Statutes-at- Large, 370,) and declared it 
to be a crime for any person within the United 
States to fit out and arm, &c., any ship or ves- 
sel with intent that such ship or vessel should 
be employed in the service of any foreign 
prince or State, or of any colony, district, or 
people, to cruise or commit hostilities or to aid 
or coUperate in any warlike measure whatever 
against the subjects, citizens, or property of 
any prince or State, or of any colony, district, 
or people with whom the United States are at 
peace, Xe. 

And again, in the act of 1818 (3 Statutes-at- 
Large, 447) Congress reénacted and revised 
all the laws upon this subject and continued 
the provisions of the act of 1817 in substance, 
which latter act is now in force. ‘The third 
und eleventh sections of this act are as follows: 


“Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any per- 
sonshall within the limits of the United States fit out 
and arm, or attempt to fit out and arm, or procure to 
he titted out and armed, or shall knowingly be con- 

rned in the furnishing, fitting out, or arming of 
uny ship or vessel with intent that such ship or ves- 
e] shall be employed in the service of any foreign 
prince orState, orofany colony, district, or people, to 
cruise or commit hostilities againstthe subjects, citi- 
zens, or property of any foreign prince or State, or 
of any colony, district, or people with whom the 
United States are at peace, or shall issue or deliver 
2 commission within the territory or jurisdiction of 
the United States for any ship or vessel to the intent 
that she may be employed as aforesaid, every person 
so offending shall be deemed guilty of a high misde- 
meanor, and shall be fined not more than $10,000, 
and imprisoned not more than three years; and 
every such ship or vessel, with her tackle, apparel, 

nd furniture, together with all materials, arms, 
immunition, and stores which may have been pro- 
cured for the building and equipment thereof, shall 
be forfeited ; one half to the use of the informer, and 
the other half to the use of the United States.”’ 

“Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That the col- 
lectors of the customs be, and they are hereby, re- 
spectively, authorized and required to detain any 
vessel manifestly built for warlike purposes, and 
about to depart the United States, of w hich the cargo 
shall principally consist of arms and munitions of 
war, when the number of men shipped on board or 
other circumstances shall render it probable that 
such vessel is intended to be em aera by the owner 
or owners to cruise or commit hostilities upon the 
subjects, citizens, or property of any foreign prince 
or State, or of any colony, district, or people with 
whom the United States are at peace, until the decis- 
ion of the President be had thereon, or until the 
owner or owners shall give such bond and security 
as is required of the owners of armed ships by the 
re ems section of this act.’’—3 Statutes-at-Large, 
245, ve 


In absolute strietness of definition the phrase | 


‘fitting out a vessel’’ might be held to pre- 
suppose a completely constructed vessel to be 
‘fitted out.’? But as the phrase is used in our 
statutes and in the decisions of our courts of 
law it includes the building of a vessel of war. 
the intent to build such vessel by a belligerent 
in the United States is illegal, and everything 
done, from the laying of the keel to the driving 
of the last nail, is a violation of thislaw. This 
is apparent from the phraseology of the third 
section, which declares that all materials which 
may have been procured for the building of the 
essel shall be forfeited. So inthe case of the 
“stella (4 Wheaton) the court say it is illegal 
‘o fit out or furnish a vessel, &c. Furnishing 
includes everything necessary to the vessel after 
tis built. So the court employ the phrase fit 
Out as synonymous with the word building. 
See also the expressions of Nelson J., in trial 
of the Meteor, page 6.) 

I desire to call attention to the precise lan- 
guage of this carefully-drawn act. Omitting 


zure, and also held that if it were not so the | 
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immaterial words it provides that it shall be 
a crime to fit out, &c., in the United States— 

“Any ship or vessel with intent that such ship or 
vessel shall be employed in the service of any for- 
eign State” * . * “to eruise or com- 
mit hostilities against the subjects of any foreign 
State, or of any colony, district, or people,” &e. 

To fit out a vesselin the United States to be 
employed by Spain against her subjects in Cuba 
is a violation of this act; because Spain isa 
foreign State, and the Cubans are subjects of 
a foreign State. This is exactly what the act 
forbids. 

It has been claimed that this act does not 
apply to service of a foreign State against her 
own subjects. But such construction of the 
statute cannot be sustained, for various rea- 
sons: 

1. The only safe rule for the interpretation 
of a statute is to read it in the light of the cir- 
cumstances which caused its enactment ; or, 
as the law-writers say, by considering the evil 
which it was intended to remedy. ‘The act of 
1794 was held not to include any case except 
of hostilities between two independent, recog: 
nized States. Of course it did not apply to 
the case of a rebellion until the rebel govern- 
ment should be recognized as an independent 
State. This was the very evil which the act 
of 1817 and the revision of 1818 was intended 
to remedy. 

2. To construe the act as not applying to 
the rebellion in Cuba it is necessary to inter- 
polate after the words ‘‘ against the subjects 
of any foreign State ’’ the phrase ‘‘ other than 
the subjects of the State in whose service such 
vessel is to be employed.’’ This would be 
legislation, not interpretation. The act reads, 
‘*to be employed by any foreign State against 
the subjects of any State.’’ 

8. That the intention of Congress was as I 
claim it to be appears from the debates upon 
its passage in the House of Representatives. 
Mr. Forsythe, who reported the bill, declared 
that it was entirely impartial between Spain 
and her revolted colonies; and I have already 
shown that the Parliament of Great Britain 
passed a similar act in 1818 for the express 
purpose of enabling her to be impartial as be- 
tween Spain and her colonies, who were then 
in revolt. 

Now, upon this statute I submit that it is 
wholly immaterial whether or not a condition 
of things exists in Cuba which by the law of 
nations amounts to a state of war. It is a 
violation of this statute to fit out a vessel to be 
employed by Spain tocommit hostilities against 
her subjects. Isthere a Senator in this Cham- 
ber who is not satisfied that Spain has fitted 
out these gun-boats for this very purpose? 

Another remark upon this statute: in regard 
to all cases of hostilities between an independ- 
ent State and its revolted subjects the question 
of intent upon which the vessel is forfeited is 
one of fact, to be judicially ascertained. In case 
of a war between Great Britain and France a 
proclamation of the President declaring that 
such war existed would by our judicial courts 
be deemed conclusive evidence of the existence 
of such war; but if such war existed, though 
the President might not have issued his proc- 
lamation, there can be no doubt that a court 
could hear evidence upon the subject of the 
intent with which one of these Powers had fitted 
out vessels in the United States, and in the 
proper case made declare a forfeiture of the ves- 
sel. So in case of a conflict between a rebel- 
lious colony and its parent State a proclamation 
from our President that such hostilities existed 
might be conclusive evidence of the fact; but 
should the President omit to issue such proc- 
lamation the courts could proceed on other 
evidence to adjudge a condemnation of the ves- 
sel. In other words, whether or not our laws 
have been violated must depend upon the real 
facts of the case, not upon the proclamation 
of the President; and the courts charged with 
the administration of this neutrality act may 
proceed upon any evidence which by the rules 
of law may be offered for its consideration, A 
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proclamation of the President is evidence, the 
highest evidence ; but it is only evidence of the 
existence of hostilities, and in the absence of a 
proclamation the facts upon which the forfeit- 
ure of a vessel is claimed must be established 
by other evidence. Chief Justice Marshall, in 
his opinion in the famous case of The United 
States vs. Palmer, (3 Wheaton, 634,) said: 
“Those questions which respect the rights of a 
part of a foreign empire which asserts and is con 
tending for its independence, and the conduct which 
must be observed by the courts of the Union toward 


the subjects of such section of an empire who may 
be brought before the tribunals of this country, aro 


| equally delicate and difficult, 


“As it is understood that the construction whieh 
has been given to the act of Congress will render a 
particular answer to them unnecessary, the court 
will only observe that such questions are generally 
rather political than legal in their character. They 
belong more properly tothose who can declare what 
the law shall be: who can place the nation in such 
a position with respect to foreign Powers as totheir 
own judgment shall appear wise; to whom are 
intrusted all its forcign relations, than to that tri 
bunal whose power as we ll as duty is confined to the 
application of the rule which the Legislature may 
prescribe for it. Insuch contests a nation may engage 
itself with the one party or the other, may observe 
absolute neutrality, may recognize the new State 
absolutely, or may make a limited recognition of it. 

_"The proceeding in courts must depend so en 
tirely on the course of the Government that it is 
dificult to givea precise answer to quest ions whieh 
do not refer to a particular nation. It may be said, 
generally, thatif the Government remains neutral 
and recognizes the existence of a civil war its courts 
cannot consider as criminal those acts of hostility 
which war authorizes and which the new Govern 
ment may direct against its enemy. To decide other 
wise would be to determine that the war prosecuted 
by one of the parties was unlawful, and would be to 
arraign the nation to which thecourt belongs against 
that party. This would transcend the limits pre 
scribed to the judicial department. aa 

** It follows as a consequence from this view of the 
subject that persons or vessels employed in the ser 
vice of a self-declared Government, thus acknow! 
edged to be maintaining its separate existence by 
war, must be permitted to prove the fact of their 
being actually employed in such service by the same 
testimony which would be sufficient to prove that 
such vessel or person was employed in the service of 
an acknowledged State. The seal of such acknowl! 
edged Government cannot be permitted to prove 
itself; but it may be proved by some testimony as 
the nature of the case admits; and the fact that such 
vessel or person is employed may be proved without 
proving the seal.” 

Now, what I claim is that the Government 
ought to libel these gun-boats upon the only 
ground that everexisted for proceedings against 
them : that they have been fitted out to be used 
in the service of Spain against her revolted 
subjects in Cuba; aad then the Cubans would 
have an opportunity to establish if they can 
that their Repene gare as to the conditions 
of things in that island are true. Nothing short 
of affording this opportunity will discharge our 
full duty in the premises. Spain, employing 
all her available military and naval forces, has 
been unable for more than a year to suppress 
the revolt in Cuba. If she shall by means of 
these gun-boats be able to accomplish what she 
has not been able to and probably could not 
do without them, and the subjection of that 
island shall thus be effected, to be followed 
with shooting, hanging, and the wholesale pun- 
ishments which always follow Spanish victories 
on this continent, Cuba may say, the world 
will say, and what is worse we shall know, that 
we have furnished to Spain the means by which: 
this result is accomplished. If there be no 
war in Cuba, then Spain will not greatly suffer 
from the delay necessary to try the question. 
Cuba holds up her hands to us, states her case, 
represents her condition ; Spain denies the truth 
of these statements, and Cuba offers to prove 
them. Shall we deny her this opportunity ? 

There is another reason why we ought to 
do this. Cuba could to-morrow make term 
with either France or England, which wou 
insure her independence from Spain, b 
both those Powers know that if su 
should be attempted the United Siates » 
seize the island. 

Chus we are holding Cubainslavery | 
We deny her the rights under our neutra 
laws which she offers to prove im our cout 
she is by her condition entitled to, aud we pre- 
vent her from « ppealing to l’rance or England, 
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because we say, and make no secret of saying, 
that neither France nor England shall ever 
control or exercise a protectorate over this 
island. 

Now let me state what I understand to be 
the facts in relation to these gun-boats: about 
the Ist of April last the Government of Spain 
contracted in New York with Delamater, a 
citizen of the United States, for the construc- 
tion of thirty gun-boats which were designed 
to be used against Cuba, and about the same 
time at Cold Spring, near West Point, con- 
tracted for the manufacture of the guns for 
the equipment of these boats, and the con- 
tractors respectively commenced work under 
their contracts. In August last the President 
issued an executive order notifying the con- 
tractor of the gun-boats that they would not be 
permitted to depart from the United States. 
About the middle of October the guns being 
completed were shipped on board the Euterpe 
for Havana. Complaint was made to the 
collector of the port of New York that these 
guns were ved to be used by the Cubans 
for the armament of the Cuban cruiser Hornet 
in their hostilities against Spain. 
the Uterpe was seized for violation of our neu- 
trality law. But on the representation to our 
Government by the Spanish minister that the 


reverse was the case; that the guns were in- | 


tended to be used by Spain, not against her, 
the Kuterpe was released and sailed with her 
cargo of guns for Havana, where she arrived 
in safety, and the guns are now there awaiting 


the arrival of the gun-boats for which they are | 


intended. About the 20th of November last 
the Pizarro, a Spanish war vessel, entered the 
New York harbor with crews of officers and 
men intended to man these gun-boats, and is 
now waiting at New York to receive these 
boats and escort them to Cuba. 

Another fact is deserving notice if it be a 
fuct—I state it as it is reported to me, and 
lhelieve the statementto be correct. The Hornet 
was purchased in this country by Cubans, was 
taken into the open sea outside of the United 
States, and there armed and manned to cruise 
against Spain, and started on her way toward 


the waters of Cuba with arms and supplies for | 


the revolutionists. Owing to the poor quality 
of her coal she was unable to pursue her 
voyage, and putinto —_— of the United States, 
when she was libeled by the United States 
upon the ground that she was intended for the 
‘* service of the people of a certain colony of 
the kingdom of Spain, to wit, the Island of 


Cuba, against the subjects, citizens, and prop- | 


erty of the kingdom of Spain, and again, that 
she was intended for the service of a foreign 


people, to wit, a portion of the people of the | 
Island of Cuba, the same being a colony of | 


All of which is 


the Government of Spain.” 


charged to be against the third section of the | 


neutrality law. 


The same proceedings were taken by the | 
United States against the steamer Catharine | 


Whiting; and both vessels are still held sub- 
ject to those proceedings. hel TP 
An indictment has been found ir the circuit 


court of the United States for the southern | 


district of New York against Lemus and others, | 


charging them with hiring persons to enlist and 
enter into the ‘service of a certain foreign 
people, to wit, certain residents and natives 
of the Island of Cuba, in the dominion and 


territory of Spain,’’ as a soldier, &c., against | 


the provisions of the act of 1818. 

Now, sir, I submit upon this state of facts, 
which the Cubans offer to establish by judicial 
evidence, a great wrong, or rather an unac- 


countable series of wrongs, has been commit: | 


ted by our Government. We are solemnly 
bowed bay the law of nations properly construed, 
expressly pledged by our own declarations upon 
this subject. to stand entirely neutral between 
Spain and Cuba; but as the law has been 


one occasion in Parliament Mr. Canning em- 
ployed language exceedingly proper for us to 
consider. He said: 

** He knew well, indeed, that from the exhaustion 
of Spain we were perfectly secure from hostility in 
that quarter. That consideration, however, affords 
a complete reply to the taunt that had been thrown 
ont against ministers that they allowed themselves 
to be dictated to by Spain. But it was precisely be- 
cause Spain was weak, because her resentment could 
be attended with no practical inconvenience, that 
they were desirous to discharge the duties of neu- 
trality toward her the more scrupulously. The 
maxim of ‘do unto others as you would they should 
do unto you’ was as applicable to politics as to 
morals.”’—Phillimore’s International Law,vol.3, p. 215. 

Liberty in Cuba is in the helplessness of 
infancy; its life is feeble, its pulse low. Ido 
not invoke your aid on behalf of Cuba; I only 
ask that to be done the neglect of which would 
justly bring war upon usif Cuba had the strength 
to enforce her rights. As it is, whether the 
United States does its duty or violates its duty 
Cuba is without remedy ; but there is a bar, 
the bar of impartial history, before which all 
Governments must stand ; there isa God anda 


| great book in which the deeds of nations are 


Thereupon | 


| formed my duty in the premises. 


written, and there is retribution for every 
nation which knowing its duty does it not. 
Mr. President, I have violated the traditional 
courtesies of the Senate in coming forward with 
so important a resolution myself. I have per- 
If I am the 
only member of the Senate who sympathizes 
in the object of the resolution, then that. fact 
may as well be indicated by its slumbering in 
silence as in any other way. If other Senators 
here believe that the resolution should be passed 


| their duty is, and they will know it, to see that 
| the resolution is put on its passage and put to 
|| a vote. 


I desire to state one further fact, and that is 


that eighteen of these gun-boats are expected 


to leave the United States on the day after 
to-morrow. 

Mr. President, my duty is done. Older 
Senators will know whether they have any duty 


| to perform or not in regard to this resolution. 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President—— 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ay- 


| rHoNY in the chair.) The business now before 


| aside informally by general consent, is 


the Senate, it having been ces seg laid 
{ 


joint resolution No. 72. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I suppose, as 
a matter of course, that the resolution 1n rela- 
tion to the gun-boats will be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and I move 
that it be so referred. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Massachusetts has the floor. 

Mr. SUMNER. I will make one remark 
with the permission ofthe Senate. TheSenator 
from Wisconsin closed by saying that he under- 
stood that eighteen of the gun- boats would leave 
to-morrow. I have had put into my hands a 
telegram received last night from New York, 
which I will read, as it relates to that subject: 

“*The vessels delivered by Delamater to the repre- 


sentatives of the Spanish navy have their officers and 


administered it has been a shield to Spain, a |) 


aword to Cuba. 
In discussing this subject of neutrality upon 


crew on board and fly the flag of Spain. They are 
now as completely the property of that Government 
as is the Pigarre. Unless something not foreseen 
occurs they will be at sea to-morrow morning, if not 
already gone.”’ 

To-morrow morning is this morning. 

Mr. NYE. Who is that from? 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator asks me from 
whom the telegram comes. I cannot tell. It 
was handed to me bya responsible person con- 
nected with our Government. But there are 
eight other boats that are still unfinished, on 
the stocks, to which the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin is applicable. 

I have no disposition now to discuss the 
great question involved in the speech of the 
Senator from Wisconsin, but the Senator will 
pardon me if I venture to suggest that he has 
misapprehended the meaning of the statute on 
which he relies. Certainly he has misappre- 
hended itor I have. 


it or the Administration has. I do not con- 


_ ceive that the question which he has presented 


ouse 
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can arise under the statute. 
which he relies is as follows: 
“Tf any person shall within the limits of the U; 
ted States fit out and arm, or attempt to fit out a 
arm, or procure to be fitted out and armed, or o. 
knowingly be concerned in the furnishipe ¢..." 
out, or arming of any ship or vessel with inten: s) 
such ship or vessel shall be employed in the «, - 
of any foreign prince or State, orofany colony . 
trict, or people, to cruise or commit hostilities a¢ 


zu 


the subjects, citizens, or property of any for, 
prince or State, or of any colony, district, or eo 
with whom the United States are at peace, then,” 
The operative words 
Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator aj), 
me to ask him one question? 
Mr. SUMNER. I would rather finish y), 
commenton the section. ‘The operative wor), 
on which the Senator relies, being ‘any eo) 
ony, district, or people,’’ I understand 4), 
Senator to insist that under these words Spay 
cannot purchase ships in the United States ;,, 
cruise against her Cuban subjects now in rey); 
That is the position oftheSenator. He states), 
frankly. To that I specifically reply that tho 


rt 
lhe language on 





W 


_ language of the statute is entirely inapplicable, 
| Those words, if the Senator will consult thei; 


He has misapprehended | 


history, were introduced fora specific purpose, 
It was to meet the case of the revolted Spanis) 
colonies already for eight years in arms agains; 
the parent Government, having ships in every 
sea, largely possessing the territories on tho 
Spanish main, and with independence nearly 
achieved. 

I think that at that time in Buenos Ayres 
there was no Spanish force, in Mexico a very 
slight force, and only a few forts held througi 
out that immense tract of country. There was 
no question of belligerence. It was admitted 
by all the civilized world. Nation after nation 
practically recognized it. Our Government, 
our courts, every department of the Govern. 
ment recognized the belligerence of those 
Spanish colonies. Their independence was 
recognized more tardily after ample discussion 
in these two Chambers as late as 1820; | 
their belligerence was a fact perfectly esta) 
lished and recognized by every branch of | 
Government. To meet their case, and for 1 
other object, as I understand it, Mr. Miller, 0! 
South Carolina, on the 80th day of December, 
1817, introduced the following resolution: 


*‘ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to ii 
quire into the expediency of soamending the fourth 
section of the act passed on the 3d of March, 1817, en 
titled ‘An act more effectually to preserve the neutral 
relations of the United States,’ as to embrace within 
the provisions thereof the armed vessels of a (ioy- 
ernment at peace with the United States and at war 
with any colony, district, or people with whom the 
United States are or may be at peace.’’ 

There for the first time in our legislation 
appear the important words ‘‘ any colony, dis: 
trict, or people ;’’ and they were introduced to 
cover the precise case of the revolted Spanish 
colonies and their precise condition at tha! 
moment, there being no question of belliger- 
ence. Now, the practical question is whether 
these words introduced originally for a specitic 
purpose, having an historic character beyond 
question, can be extended # as to be applied 
to insurgents who have not yet achieved a cor: 
porate existence, who have no provinces, 10 
cities, no towns, no ports, no_prize-courts. 
Such is the fact. I cannot supply the fact if it 
does not exist, nor can the Senator, with his 
eloquence and with his ardor enlisted in this 
cause. We must seek the truth. The truth 
is found in the actual facts. Now, do those 
facts justify the concession which the Senator 
requires ? : 

The Cuban insurgents, whatever the insp! 
ration of their action, have not reached tie 
condition of belligerents. Such, I repeat. 's 
the fact, and we cannot alter the fact. Here 
we must rely upon the evidence, which, accor’ 
ing to all the information within my reach. !s 
adverse. They do not come within any of thc 
prerequisites. They have no provinces—!° 
towns—no ports—no prize courts. Withou! 


these I am at a loss to see how they can be 
treated as belligerents by foreign Powe: 
_ Before this great concession there must be 
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Iam not able to inform the 
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the Senate the resolution offered by the Sen- 


ease on a Above all, there must be a Prize Court. || Senator precisely on that point. I do know | ator from Wisconsin was taken up informally, 
the Tr, But nobody pretends that there is any such || enough, however, to know that Spain is a ldg- and the bill referred to by the Senator from 
it out ana thing. i 9 : gard on this question, and if my voice could | Vermont was to be resumed as soon as the 
A, or sha Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator now || reach her now it would plead with her to be | remarks of the Senator from Wisconsin had 
ah allow me to ask him one question? quick, to make haste to abolish slavery, not | closed, but the debate continued with the same 
he sey ~ Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. _, ,.,. || only in Cuba, butin Porto Rico. Its continued | privilege to the Senator from Massachusetts. 
zon oe Mr. CARPENTER. My question is, if it || existence is a shame, and it should cease. he resolution will therefore lie over, and the 
> fo »e not the most favorable opportunity to obtain | I have no disposition to go into this subject | joint resolution indicated by the Senator from 
OF peo) the facts to libel those boats and get proof on || at length. There is one other remark that the || Vermont is before the Senate. 
then,” & the question ? | Senator made, however, to which I shall be ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
“Mr. SUMNER. The Senator will pardon me justified in replying. He alludes to the case "ee ‘5g ered 
tor alloy ‘¢ Lsay1 do not think itis. I think that the || of the Hornet and the proceedings againstthat |. A message from the House of Representa 
better way of ascertaining the facts is to send || vessel, which, as I understand, were under the | tives, by Mr. Mel HERSON, its Clerk, announcea 
inish my to our authorized agents in Cuba—we have || first section of the statute. lask the Senator | that the Speaker of the House had signed the 
ve words consuls at every considerable place—and direct || were not the proceedings under the first section | enrolled bill (S. No. 288) to remove political 
‘any col them toreporton the facts. 1 understand such || of the statute ? disabilities of certain persons therein named ; 
tand thi reports have been received bythe Department || Mr. CARPENTER. I understand not; I || and it was thereupon signed by the Vice Pres: 
‘ds Spain of State. They will be communicated to the understand them to have been under the third | ident. 
States to Senate. They are expected day by day, and | section, so expressly recited in the libel. EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 
in revolt they are explicit, unless I have been misin- Mr. SUMNER. I suppose that will make The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole 
2 States jt formed, on this single point: that whatever || very little difference. Itis not for me now to || »,ooeeded to eousides the joint resolation (HH. 
that the may be the inspiration of that insurrection, it || vindicate the proceedings in the case of the i No. 72) to petted che hoarse of labec of 
plicable, has not yetreached that condition of maturity, || Hornet. They may have been proper under | Government a eits Porat and mechan- 
sult their that corporate character which, in point of fact, |! the statute or may not, but itis very clearto me || ;,, It provides that the imat ‘Waa hatin re- 
Purpose, makes it belligerent in character. || that the cases of the Hornet and of the Spanish |! ducing and regulating the hours of labor of 
| Spanish Mr. HOWARD. I do not wish to interrupt || gun-boats are clearly distinguishable, and if Government laborers. workmen and mechan 
IS against the Senator, but I should like to ask a question || the Senate will pardon me one moment I will ics, approved June 25, 1868. chal not he #0 
in every at this point. make the distinction, I think, perfectly appa- construed as to authorize a corresponding re- 
S on th Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. |} rent. Weall know that two or three or four duction in wages 1 . 
e nearly Mr. HOWARD. I wish for information on |! or a dozen persons may levy war against the Mr MORRILL of Vermont. I move t 
this subject, and I think we all stand in need |} Government, may levy war against the king. eke the . het yea slation by strikis aaa all 
os Ayres fit; and | shoufd be very much obliged tothe || A traitor levies war against the king. The aft i oo eu aie } ae e lie 
CO a Very Senator from Massachusetts, if he is able to || king, when he proceeds against the traitor, tl . rat ag mea a “Ch oe es 
through: lo so, if he woald give us a statement of the |! does notlevy war. He simply proceeds in the eee ee Senay Ce werner 


here was 


mount of military force actually in the field 


| exercise of his executive functions in order to 


The Secretary read the matter proposed to 


be inserted, as follows: 
That the act entitled “An act constituting eight 


admitted in Cuba, or the amount of force that is avail- || establish his authority. And in the spirit of | 


er nation uble ; and whether the insurgents have estab- || that iilustration lam disposed to believe that hours a @uy's Work fer ali labevers. Werknase, and 
ernment, shed a civil government for themselves; || the United States were perfectly justifiable | mechanics employed by or on behaif of the United 
Govern whether it be or be not in operation as a || even under thisstatute in arresting the Hornet, || States,” approved July 25, 1868, be, and the same is 
of those vovernment? On these subjects I confess my || but they would not be justifiable in arresting | hereby, repealed. ¢ 

mee was morance. || the Spanish gun-boats. The Hornet was levy- Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Presi: 
iscussion Mr. SUMNER. The Senator confesses we || ing war against Spain, and therefore subject | dent, the eight-hour law passed at the last ses- 
820; | ire in the dark, and on this account I consider || to arrest. ‘The gun-boats are levying no war, | sion of Congress merely prescribed the number 
ly ests ‘he debate premature. We all need informa- || simply because the insurrection against which | of hours which should constitute a day’s work 
ch of | on, and I understand it will be supplied by the || they are to be used had not reached the con- | without repealing the existing laws on the 
1d for n epartment of State. There is information on |! dition of war. subject a The Attorney Gen 

filler, ‘ie precise point to which the Senator calls |} Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator allow eral has given his opinion as to the construc- 
ecember, tention, and that is as to the number of the || me to ask one other question ? tion of the eight-hour law, but the other De- 
tion: ‘orcesonboth sides. 1 understandon the side || Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. partments overrule that opinion and execute 
ted to ‘the insurgents it has latterly very muchdimin- || Mr. CARPENTER. What I want to know || the law as they like. It is clear that the law 
the fou ished; and I have been told that they are now || isthis: whetherthe condition of neutrality does | is offensive to all workingmen not in the em- 
oo, iittle more than gueriileros, and that the war || not necessarily depend upon the fact that war || ployment of the Government, and that it is 
Sie Within ‘hey are carrying on is little more than a guer- || is progressing between two parties; can there || without profit to the men employed, and will 
of a Gov- rilla contest; that they are not in possession of || be any neutrality unless there is a contest of || lead tothe abandonment of the industrial estab- 
» Are ny town or considerable place. Such is my || arms going on between two somebodies? Now, || lishments hitherto maintained at the national 

| 


»gislation 
lony, dis- 
»duced to 


uformation. 
Mr. HOWARD. Havethey any government? 
Mr. SUMNER. Lunderstand they have the 
overnment that is in a camp. With regard 


o that the Senator knows as wellas1; but that | 


if it be a violation of our neutrality act for one 


|| of those bodies to come in and fit out vessels 
| in the United States, is it not equally so for the 


other; or is our pretense of neutrality a false- 
hood, a cheat, and a delusion ? 


cost. Whenever a question of reform becomes 
mingled with politics it is not unusual for oppo- 
nents of the measure to declare that it is gotten 
up by two parties, and that one agitates in or- 
der to pluck political geese, and the other lends 


a brings us back again to the necessity of inform- || Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I do not || itself to the agitation because it has not been 
‘heflien. ation. regard it as a question of neutrality. Untilthe | disclosed who are to be plucked. _ But I do 
—— Mr. HOWARD. Any civil government, | not recognize the good taste of this style of 


: whether 
a specific 


any legislative power for the actual exercise 
of legislative functions ? 


belligerence of these people is reeognized they 
are not of themselves a Power ; they are nota 
people. Therefore there can be no neutrality 


argument. I suppose most of those who enlist 


in the eight-hour movement believe that it will 


r bey ond Mr. SUMNER. I think there isno evidence |! on the part of our Government between Spain | prove beneficial tomankind. I do not propose 
e applied that there is a legislative body; and J must say || and her revolted subjects until they come up || to abuse the pet idea of anybody, though pets 
ed oer | await with great anxiety the evidence of their || to the condition of a people. They have not . are often less sublime than ridiculous; but to 
eet action on the subject of slavery itself. What || reached that point; and therefore I submit that show, if I can, and to speak candidly, at all 
are assurance have we that slavery will be term- || there is no question at this moment of neutral- | events, that the eight-hour rule would be for 
om hi inated by these insurgents. Have they the || ity, and that the argument of the Senator in qonpetess a grave mistake nationally and in- 
with his will? Have they the power? I know the report || that respect was inapplicable. When the bel-  dividually. It is un-American, and, as I shall 


ed in this 
‘he truth 
do those 
>» Senator 


that they have abolished slavery, but this report | 
I wish it to be | 
authenticated and relieved from all doubt. It 


leaves much to be desired. 


is Said that there are two decrees, one to be 
read at home and another to be read abroad. 


ligerence of the insurgents is recognized there 

will be a case for neutrality, and not before. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. If there is to 

be no further debate I will move 


Mr. SHERMAN. Ishould like to say a few 





endeavor to prove, a flagrant violation of one 
of the most generally accepted rules of political 
economy, which is to leave every person, 80 
long as he obeys the laws of justice, to pursue 
his own interest in his own way. 


ee de Isthis trae? And even if not true, is there || words in regard to this matter. _ In the course of what I have to say I shall 
C re Xe ‘uy assurance that the insurrectionists are able | Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. J hope my | fall miserably short of my purpose if [ should 
a) More ‘omake this decree good? But while I require | good-natured friend will allow me to go on not succeed in showing— 

. Her 


1, accord: 


‘he surrender of slavery from the insurrection- 
‘s | make the same requirement of Spain. 


with the joint resolution that I desire to call up. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


I have no objection to 


First. That the eight-hour law, applied on!) 
to those in the employment of the Genera! 


reach, 1s Vhy has this Power delayed? | letting it lie over, but if there isto be any action Government, is anti-republican, and offensive 
ny ol th Mr. MORTON. Task the Senator if Spain | upon the resolution of the Senator from Wis- to all other laboring men. ‘ ; 

arith - ‘as not recently affirmed the existence of 1 consin I desire to say something upon it. Second. Thatsuch alaw, universally applied, 
Without ‘avery in Cuba and Porto Rico, especially in ||} Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Let it lie would be inconsistent with the highest interests 
a” orto Rieo, by publishing a new constitution || over, then. of American workingmen. | vip ou 
Powe! suarantying the existence of slavery? The VICE PRESIDENT. By the order of Third. That it will not afford any additional 


must be 
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leisure which will be made available for men- 
tal and moral improvement. 

Fourth. That it is untrue that mankind will 
or can perform as much labor and of equal 
value in eight hours as in ten or more, 

Kifth. That the measure, if adopted now by 
our whole country, would prove an immeas- 
urable national disaster. 

Sixth. That there are other means whereby 
labor has been and can be much more efli 
ciently encouraged and protected. 

Asaman I am rather fond of new things and 
not given to the suspicion that all novelties are 
so many follies. The infection of popular ept- 
demics to me seems less dangerous than a lack 
of true sympathy with the people. [am sin- 
cerely attached to the party of progress and an 
unbeliever in the doctrine that the world must 
stand still, though I shall not speak in any 
party sense to-day. ‘The idea of reform has a 
fascination for my heart, and yet, associated 
here with statesmen, I must count it unwise 
and no part of my duty to try mere experiments 
unless the utility appears obvious or the neces- 

ity vital. Only ene who accept mere the- 

ories, and are never required to reduce them 
to practice, can be fairly expected to grasp all 
that may be adroitly labeled reform. I must 
frankly admit my inability to appreciate every 
new compound which may be blazingly adver- 
tised in the present age, notwithstanding my 
passion for reforming the world is reasonably 
large. 

The eight-hour rule is labeled reform, and 
therefore I have been compelled, in order to 
regulate my own action, ungraciously to strip 
off the label and examine what it covers and 
what it costs, so as to judge of its utility and 
necessity, or to see whether it is a reform in 
the sense of changing the worse to the better, 
or of changing the better to the worse. It is 
no pleasure to me to criticise any measure that 
even pretends to be in the interest of honest 
labor, but notwithstanding the conceded apti- 
tude of the friends of this measure to be fore- 
most in every good word and work the con- 
clusion has been forced upon me that it is after 
all a policy not yet adapted to American soil— 
most probably in thisage, not to any other—that 


it will inflict a positive injury even upon those | 


it proposes to benefit; and it may be that it is 
my duty, certainly it is my privilege, to give 
some of the reasons upon which these conclu- 
sions are founded. Upon the shoulders of the 
industrial classes of our fellow-citizens I know 
that our Government rests, and upon them 
the country must rely both for its future de- 
fense and all its present and ultimate growth 
and grandeur. | trust it may not be arrogant 
on my part to attempt to speak in defense of 
the mechanics, farmers, and other laboring 
men, who have not asked for this eight-hour 
reform, and who may be expected to spurn 
the seeming bribe. ‘They must know that the 
eight-hour act of the last session was a species 
of legislative munificence, and the gift was 
calculated, if not designed—I speak without 
any personal reference—to make the donors 
happier through the popularity it was expected 
to purchase, rather than to make the donees 
happy through benefits to be conferred. 

And first let me say that while labor is more 
esteemed and better paid in this country than 
elsewhere, it is entitled to even more consid- 
eration, andsome improvements of its condi- 
tion are yet possible, but such improvements 
should be in the direction of maintaining higher 
rewards and not ina reckless reduction of prod- 
ucts, as must follow a reduction of the hours 
of labor. No other class has so great an inter- 
est in protesting against such an unfortunate 
result as have American workingmen. These 


products mainly belong to them, and by them | 


are mainly consumed. 

National legislation upon this subject ean 
only reach those employed in the Government 
Printing Office, the navy-yards, and armories, 
and arsenals. 


| 


Legislatures. The question is, will it be wise 
to put forth such an example ? 
if Adopted, the States or their people? On the 
contrary, it is quite evident thatit will not only 
cripple private and public revenues, but breed 
discontent and congregate unemployed men in 
the haunts of sporting men and pleasure-seek- 
ers. 
necessaries of life. The plow, the loom, and 
the anvil will be daily invited to contribute a 
fractional part of a holiday to all within their 
jurisdiction. ‘The general adoption and com- 
plete fruition of this measure would seriously 
diminish the productive power of the nation 
and retard its growth without recompense to 
its morals or its enlightenment. 

Sut it would not promote the permanent 
well-being of even those who being in the 
employment of the General Government will 
be at once reached. If they get a full day’s 
pay for two hours less of work than those not 
so employed they would at once become polit- 
ical place-men, dependent upon precarious 
party success, and their places would be eagerly 
sought after by outsiders and through persons 
of influence incessantly knocking at the na- 
tional gates for admission, while votes would 
necessarily be in the market, or be said to be, 
for the party offering equal pay for the smallest 
number of working hours. Industrious arti- 
sans now employed would have to give place to 
a new class, whose ambition would be pricked 
on by the idea of obtaining pay without render- 
ing a full equivalent, as tie recent rush to the 
navy-yards already demonstrates. Rotation 
would be the order of the day, and a new 
‘* tenure-of- office act’’ would be needed to pre- 
vent frequent and untimely displacements. 

Neither extraordinary pay nor less than the 
ordinary amount of labor should be allowed to 
draw mercenary crowds into Government em- 
ployments. Such a policy would surely breed 


' corruption and give us asplendid Government, 


with a low grade of service and a poor people. 
Let it ever be borne in mind that this 1s a 
republican Government, intended to be plain 
and unexpensive, and therefore it should 
encourage no sinecures and no soft places. 


| The people expect to meet office-holders and 


the men necessarily employed by the Govern- 


| ment without envy and upon a level, as per- 


sons who ought to render an ample equivalent 
for all their emoluments. They will not object 
to wages on a par with the general average of 
wages in the country, nor perhaps compute the 
honor of serving in a public trust; but they 
will neither support aristocratic office-holders 
nor aristocratic laborers, nor furnish them 
with leisure and means to contract aristocratic 


| habits and manners, saying nothing of vanities 
| and more serious vices. 


There is at present but small reason for any 


' work being done, save repairs, at our navy- 
_ yards or arsenals or armories; for when, if 


ever, war and naval implements shall again be 
wanted science and art, with the accumulated 
practical experience of the world, will have 
superseded the fashions of such death-dealing 
implements as would now be constructed, and 
any large expenditure, at the best, is thus of 
more than a doubtful character, and in the end 


_very likely to be entirely thrown away. 


The Government Printing Office might pos- 
sibly be made an economical institution if it 


_ did not offer so many subtile facilities for 


swelling its productions and extending its field 
of operations in all the Executive Departments. 


| Its importance has increased when it should 
| have been diminished; but this cannot be even 
| hoped for by giving to its operatives two ex- 


ceptional hours of daily leisure, and rewarding 
this leisure at the equal price of so much daily 
work. ‘To increase wages, or to offer shorter 
hours of labor than has been the practice hith- 


| erto, entails additional expense upon the Gov- 


ernment in keeping up these national estab- 
lishments, and may ultimately give to them 


All its effect beyond this willbe || such proud and swollen dimensions as will 


as an example to be copied or shunned by State || prompt a cry for their complete extinction. 


Dissipation will be cheapened, not the | 


Will it benefit, | 
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Workmen will naturally push for the mo 
able places, and the most agreeable places mus: 
be found for the most agreeable persons = 
those who push the hardest. The work ¢,; 
done is not more onerous than agrie, 


} 
SL acre 
afvrep. 


iltu : 
; in th 
latter class of labor, less remuneratiye 4), 
any other, and who largely contribute to | 


| support of all Government men, will not yw). 
| ingly add other hours to their own toil fy y, 
| purpose of giving rest to those already wor), 


less by several hours per day than the 
besides enjoying, perhaps deservedly, {po 
their skill a higher compensation. The mon. 
ure when earnestly examined will be found , 
be unjust, and while the injustice robs o,. 
party it offers no permanent benefit to the oth, 
It also reverses the philosophy upon which o,, 
Government was founded, and would make), 
Government support the people instead »: 


va 


| leaving the people to support the Governmey 


Such a style of government, it is needless , 
say, would soon arrive at anarchy and come, 


| an inglorious end. The benevolences exaei¢) 
_ by Edward IV from a few individuals jys;), 


excited public odium. The difference of polic, 
here appears to be that a few individuals woy)) 
seem to claim a kindred ‘‘ benevolence’’ fro, 
the Government, and it excites eclat, but eol,; 
of rathera private and limited character, mos; 
inside of navy-yards and armories, with litt\. 
do, and rarely just now excited by anythin, 
else. 

The agricultural population of the country, 
many times larger than that of any other class 
or perhaps than of all other classes together. 
labor upon an average twelve hours, and 
during harvest from peep-of-day to torch-ligh; 
or not less than fifteen hours per day. Man) 


| farmers as regularly as those in trades employ 


extra hands. ‘To interfere by law in one cas 
can no more be justified than in the other. | 
relieve one class and not the other, and mor 
especially when relieved at the expense of the 
other, is manifestly wrong. Two conditions 0! 
existence are incompatible in a free countr 
It is clear that agriculturists cannot be ther 


| cipients of the grace and favor of the eight-houw 


law, and would not be if they could; nor ca 
they willingly aid the consummation of s 
gross and unfair partiality. 

The merchants of the country, especially th 
retail dealers, are compelled from the natur 
of their business to keep open doors the entir 
day and often into the night. How would: 


| affect trade and the conveniences of the pub! 


to have all those employed in mercantile affairs 
refuse to do any business before nine o'cloc: 
in the morning or after five o’clock in tle 
afternoon; or ae long would it be toler 
ated if the entire service of the Post Office 
both carrying and delivery, were to be s 
restricted ? 

The number of mechanics who work in the': 
own shops doing custom-work is very large, 
as, for example, it may be computed there ar 
not less than one hundred and twenty-t 
thousand blacksmiths, with an average of fou 
or five persons dependent upon each; an! 
many other trades are equally or more numer: 
ous.* . 

Of shoemakers, tailors, carpenters and joi! 
ers, wheelwrights, cabinet-makers, tin-me! 
coopers, millers, and others who own and work 
on their own premises and on their own ac 
count, the number with their dependents 's 
incalculable, greatly exceeding all those who 





* The census of 1860 shows the following nul- 
bers: 
EINE Stace ener a! basweueniaannenss 164,608 
Tailors and tailoresses...........ccccccsccscccsssssesseeeee 100,80" 
PAMMIATRDIDOG 5 5. <ccdes 0 6iksisis so. Wkdacdeia wide okie hovaseassctee OUP ys 
Coopers oy! 
Millers.. 
I os cs ahevncdeam go tdaaten dat teobabesditiany ois . dt 
PORRIN FGI insvivece sGothdonisruse case seacedudvensoundubeteess 36,90 
MPO MIN 555 ap a0 cncedeoe<dcaineceecd Sie side iieasleiaaecowess 123, 
NUNN Ee reel cnes ad Gceinais tearees coo tate <celtvemenvancsbocored 184,35 
GROOT... indigdocroavecvsssesesscnteonvotion déecestenseneeesoeees A 01" 
Inn-keepers 22,5) 
Servants............. wees 
OREGONIAN, Jidabdicenscckcees cstcbesdiaesrotedtoned pelaceineses ‘ 
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n gangs, and their families, with fixed 
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les, are hostages of character. 


~ ht-hour rule, will no more appreciate than 
acricultural laborers of the country the 


the 


se employed by the Government may have 
ss é asier, time of it. 
yanics and others who must accommodate 
-heir customers and patrons in the early morn- 
»¢ and as long as they appear at night or 
it their business, what a mockery the eight- 
yr reform presents! Like the water around 
‘hirsty Tantalus, it is annoyingly in sight but 
lways receding from the lips. 
‘The most considerable part of manufactures 
; now conducted on the Pai of piece- 
work; not by the day, but a fixed price for so 
much work turned out; and the workmen com- 
mence when the machinery starts and cease 
when that stops, often urging for their own 
henefit an extension of time. Men thus en- 
raged would find the eight-hour rule con- 
structed only for a few favorites, but certainly 
not for them. 
Professional men all work much more than 
ight hours, provided they have any call or 
ause. If Choate, or Caleb Cushing, or our 
listinguished chairman of Foreign Affairs had 
heen restrained by an eight-hour strait-jacket 
they might have remained in the great ocean 
of mediocrity, buried and unseen forever. Long 


and weary hours is the price of eminence as || 


well as the price of subsistence. 


All these | 
as unable as unwilling to accept of any | 


stice of paying increased taxes in order that || 


To such men, the me- | 
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the mischievous scope to which a practical 
application of the principle would extend. If 
governments can fix the hours of labor they 
may by the same authority fix the price of 
labor; one is equivalent to the other; and in 
one State it might be raised and in another 


| lowered, but in any State where the hours of 


labor were diminished the necessaries of life 
would be diminished in quantity, therefore 
made dearer, and the theory of Malthus, of 
McCulloch, and Adam Smith, that population 
is always in proportion to the means of sub- 


| sistence, might not be found to be untrue, as 


the State would soon find its population, instead 
of increasing, stationary or receding. Chil- 
dren would prove a discouragement and early 
marriages scarcely less improvident than those 


| celebrated on the potato diet of Ireland. Sup- 


pose a case of eighty mechanics who have put 


| the capital of years into the acquirement of 


their trade and skill, and who ardently desire 


| to gain a competency or some reserve for the 


| future in the shortest time possible. 


By re- 
ducing the hours of labor one fifth their ulti- 


| mate deliverance is protracted, and a necessity 
| at once arises, if the same amount of work is 


| fifth. 


To all those engaged on railroads or on the |! 


ocean, lakes, and rivers, moving by day and 
night in the transportation of passengers and 
the commerce of the world, can a new rule 
release an hour or will it buy of them a single 
vote, that crucial test by which so many meas- 
ures are pronounced good or bad? 

It may be thought by those employed in the 


navy-yards and Government Printing Office || 


that it is easy for a Senator sitting here daily || 


only from twelve m. to four or five o’clock p. 
m. to pursue this line of argument, but my 
observation of congressional service—now not 
a short one—emboldens me to say that all 


members of Congress, or all at least who de- | 


serve to be members, although the daily ses- 
sion appears to be brief, work constantly not 


less than twelve hours per day, and some mem- | 


bers very much more than that. No class in 


the country is more unceasingly overworked | 


than faithful members of Congress. 

Even when we come to women we find most 
of them work and must work more than twelve 
hours per day. I do not know but they might 


be willing to swap their present chance of voting | 


for a chance in the eight-hour law. In the 
distribution of favors the fashion seems to be 
‘cheat the lady!’’ With greatly inferior 
strength women must continue to labor com- 
paratively much the longest stretch of time, 
while our pity would appear to be wholly de- 
manded for men, who work perhaps not more 
than two thirds as long. The work and tug- 
ging domestic care of a good housewife, like 
her love, has no end, and would not be cur- 
tailed in the least by any jolly reduction of the 
labor of her husband. 

Of what use will this reform be to fishermen 
on the Grand Banks or in the Arctic ocean? 
It would be to them like a gift of a bottle of 
‘‘Day and Martin’s blacking’’ when they were 
really in want of a pair of boots. 

he idea going unchallenged may theoreti- 
cally seem to be good; but if so, unfortunately 
it is, like many other theories, too good for the 
presentage. Weare evidently not yet ready for 











it, although presumptively we may be somewhat | 


earlier than other nations. 

If one class may be controlled by law when 
they shall come and when they shall go so may 
any other, and if the men in shops and ship- 
yards may be controlled why not those in the 
field and in the counting-room or on the high 
Seas and railways? These questions might be 
multiplied indefinitely, and are suggestive of 


to be done, of increasing their number one 
When that is done one hundred can do 
no more work nor finally obtain any higher 
compensation than that awarded to the original 
eighty. If it should increase the cost of labor, 
as it must, it would diminish the demand for 
labor, and wages must then fall, which would 
leave the one hundred mechanics to be sup- 
ported upon an amount of wages possibly even 
less than was formerly paid to the original 
eighty. These ideas are not fanciful, perhaps 
not agreeable, but there will be found in them 
the strong fiber of truth. 

It is impossible that a measure of this kind 
should be generally accepted as a finality. 
Agitation for an extension or diminution of 
the haqurs of labor would be at once initiated. 
Those politicians who claim a patent for origin- 
ating the measure would be met and conquered 
by the claims for improvements by other poli- 


| ticians tendering lower bids. Eight hours might 


be beaten easily in ‘‘ Mackrelville’’ by six, and 
six would have a worse chance in compe- 


| tition with some modern Jack Cade advancing 
| with the proclamation, ‘‘ There shall be no 


money; all shall eat and drink on my score ; 
and I will apparel them all in one livery that 
they may agree like brothers and worship me, 
their lord.”’ Once embarked on the theory 
that here is a subject for legitimate legisla- 
tion, and there is no anchorage ground or 
stopping place. 

It may be claimed that differences of lati- 
tude—from 25° to 72° north—creates differ- 
ences in the duration of solar light, and there- 
fore that the working hours of the day should 
be modified accordingly. The seasons of the 


| yearas well as diverse kinds of business all have 


their appropriate but varied requirements. 
One iron rule for each and all, if not impos- 
sible, would prove a practical absurdity. 

In southern latitudes the rule of labor would 
largely concern the class recently held in bond- 
age, and wherever the white population pre- 
dominated laws might be enacted stretching 
the hours of labor to the extreme limits toler- 
ated in the days of slavery. Once admit the 
principle and it would be only a question of 
expediency whether the standard should be 
elevated or depressed. It is hardly doubtful 
that many would find it expedient and prolit- 
able south of Mason and Dixon’s line not only 
to fix the hours of labor, but to fix the price ; 
and the one could be done as lawfully and 
properly as the other. Whose ox would be 
gored would depend upon the ownership of 
the strongest animal. Wherever the colored 
race controlled legislation it might be excess- 
ively liberal, and where they did not the ex- 
cess might be cruelly the other way. Such 
legislation would be clearly intolerable, and 
has no warrant in the spirit or letter of the 
American Constitution. A precedent of this 
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sort cannot be borrowed except from the Mitt- 
dle Ages, and should not have a new birth in 
the American Republic. Ought we not to be 
wary of tempting the selfishness of either the 
white or colored races or of imperiling the 
interests of an emancipated people by an ex 

ample surrounded by such conspicuous dan 

gers? The highway to the practical restora 
tion of servitude ought not to be engineered 
and sanctioned by an American Congress nor 
by those who have been largely distinguished 
in the cause of human freedom. 

Our national eminence has been attained by 
persistent labor. We learned that lesson from 
our forefathers, and when we forget it our 
proudest characteristic will be gone forever. 
If New England has or ever had any claims to 
preéminence amoung sister States it has been, 
and is solely, the preéminence of universal! 
labor. And if any triumphs of art and in- 
dustry are conceded, those of genius and 
thought must be also admitted. If Perkins 
was born there, so was Bowditch; if Corliss, 
Bigelow, and Howe* still live there, so does 
Dana, Longfellow, Whittier, Holmes, Lowell, 
and Emerson. If they make shoes and boots 
there, they also make books. If they know 
how to build ships, they also ** build the lofty 
rhyme.’’ They awake in the morning with the 
consciousness that they are men, created for 
all the responsibilities of life, and not merely 
for the pleasure of dozing in bed a couple ot 
surplus hours it were better to employ in down- 
right work. 

Athenian greatness had its main stimulus, 
not in its scanty half million of people surely, 
much less in its contemptible divinities, but 
in ‘*the comparative unproductiveness of the 
soil,’’ which, to borrow the language of a 
recent writer, ‘‘ forced the inhabitants of Attica 
to compensate its natural want of fertility by the 
application of skill and industry.’’ This is trae 
of New England. The barren soil there dooms 
its active, hard-working, temperate owners to 
a similar fate ; and it is certain that even with 
the most fertile soil and the largest popula 
tion no nation can become eminent, or even 
grow rich and strong, with a prevailing temper 
to shun labor. Invention and enterprise do 


| not trace their birth to abundant fortunes and 
a life of leisure, but to humble want and uni 


versal aspiration. 

Happily New England, not merely acquisi 
tive, but inquisitive and adventurous, does no! 
disdain that labor which Providence enforces 
upon her, and whatever permissive laws may 
authorize her people, under the higher law of 
duty and self-interest, exulting in the abundant 
sunshine of summer and more abundant but 
invigorating frost of winter, will ‘‘look before 
and after’’ and regulate their own hours of 
toil, as they have done in the past, and neither 
in theory or practice will they be content with 
the poor, limping results of any eight-hour 
law. Something can be done in that time, it 
is true, but to accomplish much the task has 
been, and must still be, braver and longer. 
Their habits of industry they do not propose 
to unlearn nor to exchange for snatches of in- 
dolence. They will not abandon economy 
even of time, as it is a virtue they not only 
admire, but are wont to faithfully practice. 
They will not pronounce that a reform which 
requires them to throw away the best among 
their ancient customs. They are no declaim- 
ers against the age, and do not hold that they 
and their fathers have always been wrong; but 
knowing the real base of their prosperity to 
be robust labor, now and always in their own 
keeping, they will not barter it for unsubstan 
tial dreams likely to vanish at the first crowing 
of the cock, or, at the latest, after a politi 
election. They will cling to their Puritan 
inheritance, 

“The spur that theclear spirit doth raise 

To scorn delights and live laborious days.’ 1 


° Very lately deceased. 
+ Lycidas. 
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In the North all classes intermingle, and the 
example may soon pervade all sections of the 
country. The young laborer marries the farm- 
er’s daughter; the clerk the merchant's; the 
wealthy court alliance with the pure and 
modest charms of the poor; and in every suc- 
ceeding generation, under our laws of descent 
and distribution, the affluent and the in- 
digent are prone to change places, as the habits 
formed in the one case no more swiftly lead 
to want than in the other they assuredly lead 
to fortune. The passion to spend is as 
all-pervading as that of acquisition. Here 
wealth circulates, and seldom rests long in 
stagnant pools. Concentrated wealth, unless 
upheld by feudal props, like water in the 
clouds, is subject to storms and lightnings, 
which promote in their discharge an equi- 
librium in the condition of the world 
large. 

From the general fusion and perpetual reén- 
forcement of other races, coming from abroad 
to find a better opportunity to labor, and whe 
ought not to be demoralized by any visionary 
idea of living without labor, will result the 
moral and intellectual power as well as the 
material growth which is forever to give the 
American people character among the great 
nations of the world. The grandeur of our 
future history largely depends upon the preser- 
vation of the republican idea that voluntary 
labor discredits no man; and though that idea 
may be more surely undermined by slow ap- 
proaches—two hours at a time—than by bold 
and direct attack, this attempt to sell labor and 
keep it too, it is to be ae is pushed on by 
some with the silent conviction that after all 
labor is not honorable, and that some scheme 
for its avoidance must be invented. ‘The at- 


at 


if it could succeed it would extinguish national 


| squander money.’ 


some passages from one of the speeches of the 
Senator at the last session of Congress: 


‘Mr. Witson. The Senator (from New York] says 
the country is now groaning under the great bur- 
den of interest imposed upon us by the national 
debt. I do not believe the country is groaning at all. 
I have heard no groaning. I see more expenditure, 
more extravagance in the country among all condi- 
tions of men now than at any other period of our 
history.”’ e ° > P “A nation that can 
earn $5,000,000,000 annually, that can add to its cap- 
ital annually more than a thousand million dollars, 
is not in a desperate condition. ‘Lhe laborer of the 
country is better paid than in any portion of our his- 
tory, and is and has been during the past seven years 
as well employed as during any other period in the 
history of thecountry. Ourgreat burden, if we have 
got any burden, is that the people have been making 
money so fast and so easy that they are extrava- 
gant in everything. All classes, conditions, pursuits 

F : . 4 + “A man of 
the West, claiming to be a statesman, came last 
autumn into the State of Maine and in the face of 
thousands of prosperous, thriving pesple, farmers, 
men who were making money and knew it, men who 
were receiving larger wages than they ever received 
before, men who were strong, free, and independent, 
told them how poor they were. They laughed in his 
face, and well they might.’’—Congressional Globe, 
March 26, 1869. 


Yet the Senator since that, not afraid of 
being laughed at, tells the workin gmen how 


poorly off they are, and steps forward to their , 


relief, champions the eight-hour law, and 
forces his interpretation of it upon the Depart- 
ments! 

AsIhavealready observed, much of the labor 
of our country is performed in connection 
with labor-saving instruments and machines, 
moving at a fixed rate of speed, which cannot 
be increased and continue to turn out good 
work. Itis plain that when these machines, 
involving a large outlay of capital, run only 


eight hours instead of ten per day only four | 


fifths of the usual amount of work will be done. 


| The products of all such establishments would 
tempt, however, must fail, as the experience || 
of each individual will ultimately show; and || 


advancement as well as the school of the best |, 


representatives of personal and private worth. 
All property, whether of buildings or railroads, 
farming implements or the tools of mechanics, 
ships or live stock, suffers rapid deterioration, 
and must be nursed and periodically repro- 
duced, or mankind would soon revert from 
civilization to simple barbarism. The dismal 
condition of nations 
labor, or that make an unwise use of the fruits 
of their labor, sufficiently illustrates the point. 
Their poverty is only an index of their mental 
and physical imbecility. 

The Senator from Massachusetts, [ Mr. Wit- 
son,] for whom, as he knows, I entertain 


both respect and regard, is always luminous | 


over the past, present, and future, and he 
often dilates with great force and truth upon 
the superior advantages proffered to laboring 
men by our country over all others, and yet 
upon a sudden he becomes the loudest in his 
wailing complaints for a redress of grievances. 
Ile as well as myself have occasion to re- 
member that rugged toil in boyhood has been 
of no disadvantage, and he, at least, is a liv- 
ing picture of physical health and strength, 


and races that decline | 


while his history contains abundant evidence | 
that his intellectual energies, ever panting for 


fresh encounters with some new moral or polit- 
ical monsters, have not been quenched by the 
hard discipline of his youth. The Senator 


should not be ashamed to avow, and I know | 


he will not be, with Lord Eldon under like 


circumstances, that had he been released from | 
the necessity of pernpee! effort, and instead | 


had been loade 
largesses, he might not have been here to-day. 


The places of honor as well as of profit, the | 
Senator will admit, are here not inaccessible | 
to those who labor or who have labored. The | 
sin of infants was said to be that they hung | 


upon the breast and cried. 
that hangs epee the breast of our country 
crying—Il will not say bawling—the loudest, 
and thus braving the condemnation due to 
infants of a larger growth? 

That I may not do any injustice I will quote 


with paternal acres and | 


Who is it now || 
or of the wild hunters of the forest. 


thus be increased in cost as well as diminished 
in quantity twenty per cent. How many could 


ploys a large part of its capital and almost four 


| times as many persons (271,421) in mariufac- 


tures and the mechanic arts as in agriculture, 
(68,626.) The total products of all her indus- 
tries save agriculture in 1865, including the 


cost of raw materials, amounted to about four 


hundred and thirty-five million dollars, and 
those of agriculture to $81,000,000. The rela- 
tions of capital and labor there have always 
been blended in unbroken harmony. The prod- 
ucts of the State in consequence of the aux- 


| iliary power of machinery may be estimated to 





have been more than doubled, and possibly 
quadrupled. To restrict the hours of action of 
all their tireless giants of steam and of water 
would be to make manufactures and the me- 
chanic arts unprofitable pursuits. Wendell 
Phillips’s lecture on the lost arts would find a 
new illustration. Short time, if it touched the 
hours of the laborer only,would be sufficiently 
pernicious; but it would include, and there- 


| goonundersucharegimen? Massachusettsem- | 
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with its wonderful climate and its unparalle] 

fertility of soil, loaded with precious —— 
and having the golden gate to the trade, 
India, China, and all the Hast—a State 
labor is more needed and already more }j}.. 
ally rewarded, perhaps, than upon any o'\..., 
spot on earth—is almost made to hali jn ;,. 
prosperous career by the mere agitation of tl x 
eight-hour law. The present inhabitants ;, 
part drawn thither to obtain a living with, 
work, are nearly ready to forsake the busines 
of mining, which has done so much to deye!,,, 
our country, because of its waning prodyc:.. 
but yet are not quite ready to earnestly engay, 
in the more systematic branches of industry. 
though agriculture and manufactures seen) ;, 
promise the most brilliant results—and the jqq,, 
of a reduction of the hours of labor is gejy,.) 
upon by a certain portion of their people with 
the avidity of those who if they cannot avoid 


1 
ade of 


Where 





_all work will only accept the least possible shar. 


of it. Labor and trade is to some extent dj. 
organized. No new enterprise can start on th 
basis. Even the auspicious opening of tho 


wool and silk business staggers under the mors 
apprehension of conditions inconsistent wi) 
its continuance and prosperity, and Chines 
labor has become a necessity, though it has t) 
struggle against those who refuse to work them 
selves and deny the right to others. 
Occasional earthquakes excite momentary 


‘horror, but their permanent influence ma; 


prove less disastrous than a measure whic) 
would nip in the bud the worthy ambition of 
the Pacific coast hereafter to tenfold its pres. 
ent crop of wheat, produce its countless m 
lions of manufactures, and grasp the lion's 
share in the trade across the Pacific ocean. 


The desire of pleasure more often than any 


_ thing else is the origin of such false theories 


of human action as shipwreck the friends o! 
progress among mankind. The indulgences 


| sold by the Roman church in the days of 


Luther increased the pleasure of both priest 
and people, unmindful of their falsity ; but the 
doctrine shook the very foundations of Cathol- 
icism. There is a pleasure in the idea of a 
reduction of the hours of labor whenever the 
world can afford it; but at present, withou: 
further advancement in the mechanical means 
of subsistence, it would prove an unprofitable 
experiment and wreck the future advancement 
of any nation, especially that of a republic. 


This measure, while it might give a few 


| mechanics, and very few comparatively, a 


longer nooning, a later start or an earlier dis: 
missal, could not furnish their families with 
any increased comforts of life, nor would it 
cause more houses, ships, or railroads to be 
built, nor more cloth to be woven or iron to be 
forged; but with less work done and to be 
done it would create more competition, either 


| by the importation of additional forces or by 


fore paralyze, all investments in manufacturing | 


by machinery. The wheels of Lowell, revolv- 
ing only eight hours per day, would be eclipsed 
in all markets by those revolving ten or twelve 
in Manchester and Bradford. tariff on tip- 
toe could not protect them. Short time mentd 
be destructive to the profits not only of labor, 
but of capital, and finally strangle the pros- 


| perity of that hitherto model Commonwealth. 
| Both capital and labor would have to emigrate, 


for the soil of Massachusetts is not fertile 


' enough to offer to its people the alternative 


resource of living upon bread alone. Is such 
a result to be courted ? 

A division of labor is all that sustains the 
price of a day’s work here above that of the 


lowest European standard. Break down the 


withdrawing those from agriculture for which 
short hours would have created a demand, and 
could not fail in the economy of the world to 
reduce compensation in the end to the exac' 
proportion of the work actually done. To 


argue otherwise is as futile as to argue against 


_ the laws of gravity and the unchangeable expe: 


rience of mankind. 


Not less than eighty per 


cent. of all the products of the world are annu- 


ally consumed by the laboring classes. Reduce 


_ the hours of labor and there would be neces: 
sarily much less to consume, while the cost 0: 


living would be increased. After supplying 
the necessaries of life there would be nothing 


left to be set aside for the future enjoyment 0! 


mechanic arts and manufactures, andreturn all | 1 
_ would appear hopeless indigence and indolence. 


that are therein employed to agriculture, and 
Americans would soon become merely rude 


competitors of the barbarians on the Danube | 


The evil consequences of the adoption of 
such a law will not, however, be confined to 


| any one State or section, old or new, but will | 


pervade all parts of our country. California, 


the laborer or for the welfare of his family. 
The great stimulus to industry of annual 
savings would be withdrawn, and in its place 


It is manifest that while the measure can be 
welcomed only by a misguided few, and those 
possibly not among the most distinguished for 
industry, virtue, and intelligence, it should be 
repudiated by the toiling millions of the country 
us a grave calamity. ; 

A law regulating the labor of minor children 
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se been found necessary in Great Britain on 
secount of the cupidity or pressing want of 
shia parents ; and here such a lawin some States 
vay become expedient for another reason, that 
‘ur foreign population, and probably some of 
‘+ native-born citizens, are not yet sufficiently 
wake to the advantages of education, and may, 
therefore, be willing to forego the schooling 
¢ their children for the profits of their labor. 
ws for the prevention of intemperance can 
va. igstified, as only extremists will contend 
t] ai the man who ‘labors all day for a quart 
¢ whisky to get drunk upon”’ is not a crimi- 
nal to be restrained by law. The temptation 
arising from the natural appetite of men, led 
n by habit, cannot always be individually 
resisted, and may require the restraining force 
f law; but there is no such overwhelming 
temptation to excessive labor among intelli- 
ent freemen, and we need no laws to inter- 
‘ict such men from earning the most they can. 
Even if the eight-hour rule could be univer- 
sally adopted by all those who give employ- 
ment to others, if such employment under such 
rule did not altogether cease, it would soon | 
prove nugatory by being almost as universally 
evaded, perhaps in the same mode by which | 
he late Democratic Governor of Connecticut 
; said to have so wisely escaped from his own 
nrescription ; that is, by employing men to | 
work by the piece instead of by the day, or so 
much for each little part of the celebrated 
manufactures of Samuel Slick, esq. In all | 
branches of business admitting of such a divis- 
mn of labor, piece-work is the common prac- 
tice now, and it is generally found to be eco- 
nomical as well as satisfactory to all parties. 
Perhaps not enough isalways paid for each piece 
f work, but the principle seems to be wholly | 
inobjectionable. J 
weave carpets by the yard, forge knife-blades | 
y the dozen, make shoes and boots by the 
pair, and in fact work by the day, in many 
vranches of industry, isnearly obsolete. Piece- 
‘ork affords opportunity for experts, and for 
\l skilled and nimble workmen, to obtain pay 
n proportion to their merit, not according to 
They 
ire not all tied down to one scale, including 
the dull, weak, and the most inferior workmen 
it the same price. 


The Anabaptists once taught the principle 
of the community of goods, but the doctrine did 
not prove infectious. The eight-hour rule, | 
whatever else it may be, is a community of | 
abor, and only less objectionable than a com- | 
munity of goods. The Chinese, of whom much | 
in the way of economy may yet be learned, do 
not hire tea-gatherers by the day, but by the | 
quantity of leaves they bring in to their em- 
ployers, and the old and the young, the strong 
and the feeble, men, women, and children, are 
thus all engaged, and comparatively upon an 
exact equality. 

The eight-hour law is sometimes supported 
by the argument that the workingmen require 
the two hours of additional leisure for educa- 
tional and moral culture. This may beatonce | 
admitted, but it will then by no means follow 
that the culture will be thus secured, and it is 
not difficult to show that it willnot be. Except 
among trained students, though men are never 
too old to learn, it is to be more than suspected 
there is little scholastic culture acquired by 
those who have passed their majority and en- 
tered upon the active duties of life, and moral 
culture as well as religious finds its noblest 
opportunity in youth, and after that its best 
teachings on the Sabbath, a day of Christian 
test. A full day, a week or month at a time, 
exclusively devoted to study, by such as have 
the will, in addition to means and time, will be 
‘ound of far more value than the scraps of time | 
found on the edge of weary labor. To have | 
anything done well it must always be one thing 
‘tatime. Mathematics in “‘ broken doses’’ 
will confer few benefits. 

lhe great body of the laboring classes, which | 
embraces five sixths of all our people, are too 


} 


, tion. 


| Sober-thinking men know full well that they 
cannot be benefited by being taught idleness, || 


Men puddle iron by the ton, |! 


| what can be done in this direction. 


‘| within our reach an abundance of cheap land, 


|| industry will, however, tend to postpone this 


| proportion of them the fruit of American 


_ easier task now to feed and clothe themselves 
| than formerly. 


\| families. 


| of the Almighty that bread is only to be earned 


| ameliorated 
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sagacious not to know that a deduction of two 
hours from their present average time of labor 
is to waste one fifth of life. The selvage of | 
the day thus cut off on either side, in the fore 
or after part of the day, or astrip snatched 
from the middle at sultry noon, cannot be 
utilized. It will not be devoted to labor of 
any sort, nor to travel, nor to study and read- | 
ing, or mental culture of any kind, but it will | 
be lost in indolence and recreation, waste and | 
gossip, harmless or otherwise, with greatly in- 
creased temptation to prodigality and dissipa- 
Frivolity will dominate over frugality. 
Billiard-rooms, base-ball clubs, and groceries | 
will be furnished with new recruits. Lucifer 
will grin with delight at the prospect of fresh 
battalions of loungers entering his service. 
Gaining no sound culture for adults, it is sad | 
to contemplate at the same time the loss of the | 
means by which the culture of children might | 
have been assured. The moral culture to be 
obtained in a majority of instances will not be 
likely to be a cause of rejoicing, but of grief. 
Surely it will be vain to expect any notable 
‘* sweetening the breath of society.”’ 

Some physical sports as occasional relaxa- | 


| that their autumnal days will be their 


| quently contemptible 


tions are not to be condemned as either wicked || 


or vulgar, and may be useful to those who lead | 
a sedentary life; but when they recur daily and 

are a fixed and constant occupation, espe- | 
cially of those whose business is not without 
an abundance of manly exercise, they become 
dangerous, and their tendency is to brutalize 
rather than make humanity pure and noble. 


: 2 h | 
whether brief or prolonged. Theydo not want | 


nothing to do so much as something more in | 
the pocket. The surest way, if not the only 
way, to benefit them is to start them in life | 
with a sound education, that which will then 
cling to them forever, and to teach them proper 
economy in the saving of wages as well as how | 
they may be best expended. Late in life, with- 
out previous habits of study, brain culture is apt 
to be a slow process and yields an ungrateful 


It is sad to think how infinitely small are the 
benefits which can be conferred upon the labor- 
ing man by even the wisest and most philan- 
thropic legislation. In our country we have 
already achieved the most substantial part of 
Our unex- 
ampled good fortune, in addition to the bless- 
ings of a free government which gives unlimited 
scope to political and social ambition, places 


furnishing a cheap subsistence, but this vast 
possession will in the progress of years, with 
our liberal policy of throwing free homesteads 
broadcast into the laps of all the landless, be 
all occupied and exhausted. A diversified 


exhaustion. Labor-saving instruments, alarge 


genius, have greatly multiplied the force and 
the condition of the industrial 
masses, and both men and women find it an 


These instruments and the 
improved processes of the arts will no doubt be 
still farther augmented and advanced, but civ- 
ilization advances so rapidly that increased 
wants keep pace with increased means. Habit 
soon transmutes comforts, and even luxuries, 
into necessaries of life. ‘lhese advantages give 
to all the option of more personal leisure or 
of a more generous provision for the physical 
and mental welfare of themselves and their 
Which is best ? 

Itis through the fiat or ratherthe beneficence 


by the sweat of the brow, and instead of a 
curse it is only a truism to say that labor is 
undoubtedly a supreme blessing. It may be 
too much and it may be too little. That men 
and women have labored and do now labor 
in many countries for inadequate wages, and | 


also labor too many hours, is lamentably true, |! 


| wealth. 
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but in our own country the general fact is 
otherwise, because a livelihood can already be 
here obtained with a less expenditure of vital 
force. Three or four days in a week obtains 
as large compensation as six will do abroad, 
whether measured in wheat, cloth, or money, 
and here no women are compelled to bronze 
their faces or blister their hands by labor in 
the field. More work is done here in propor- 
tion to our numbers, because the inducements 
are greater and there are fewer drones, though 
even here there may be too many. 
All our people in the spring and summer of 
life are seeking independence and expecting 
a. or 
days of dignity and rest, enjoyment and re- 
spectability; but even where competence is 
secured Americans do not usually retire early 
from work or business, but uniting with their 


juniors they still continue in agriculture, trade, 


or the professions, and die in harness. Those 
who merely ‘* follow the occupation of owning 
property’’ are few in numbers and not infre- 
in influence. Their 
mental sluggishness is too frequently only less 
conspicuous than their physical torpor. 

The laboring men of this country are high- 
toned and independent, and minding their own 
business they cower in no presence. 

‘*Seest thou a man diligent in his business? 

Ile shall stand before kings; he shall not stand 
before mean men.” 
no veneration for mere 
‘* ach man,’’ to quote the words of 
Ruskin, ‘‘ says, by posture and epithet, ‘1 am as 
good as you.’ *’ Capital is here acquired easily 
and is spent freely. [ven its owners show it 
very little reverence. Laboring men work no 
more days or hours than they want pay for, 
and the great majority get it. They live most 
frequently on their own land, dwell in their 
own homes, hold deposits in savings-banks, 


subscribe to newspapers and magazines, travel 


Americans have 


| on railroads, send their children to school, do 


their own voting and their own thinking, and 


| in clean apparel attend church on the holy 


return. '| Sabbath. 


| looked at. 


Masters of all the primary elements 
of good living, they also are not strangers to 
many of the luxuries of life, one of which is 
freedom to make their own bargains. They 
will thank no one for a legislative permit to 
work more or less. To maintain their positions 
in life and enjoy its conveniences and com- 


| forts they know requires work, and they are 


willing to work for its full compensations. In 
proportion to the ample field labor here is not 
abundant, and is relatively dear; especially 
skilled labor is dear. No wave of emigration 
which rolls in from the Atlantic creates any 
flood, but each one is at once absorbed by the 
great West, and leaves very little drift on the 
shores. There is no army, not even a squad, 
of professional paupers. The winter season 
does not find men, women, and children starv- 
ing for want of employment, and public work- 
houses are rarely known except by the image 
reflected of examples found elsewhere. We 
have no annual “hiring fairs,’’ as in England, 
where men and women, boys and girls, gather 
to be hired for only six months at from twenty 
to fifty-five dollars, and for the pick among 
able-bodied men at seventy dollars. What 
would Americans think of the civilization 
which tolerates such scenesas recently occurred 
at Kendal, ‘“‘the like of which,’’ a London 
paper says, ‘‘goes on in very many British 
towns besides pretty little Kendal?”’ 

A brief extract from an account of one of 
these fairs by a London paper, copied by the 
New York Evening Post, is worth being ex 
hibited as a specimen of a human cattle-market 
in England : 

“The market opens, and these young men and 
women, for all the world like a huge drove of north 
country stock, lump themselves together to be 
By no bash‘ulness does the buyer or the 
seller spoil his chance. A Durham ox could not 
stan. more composedly over its handful of hay while 
the grazier pinches its aitch-bone and depreciates 
its short ribs than the apple-cheeked Westmore- 
land maiden awaits inspection while she cracks her 








: 
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pocketfnul of nuts. The ‘measters’ enter the drov 
nd deliberately survey the articles offered for pub- 
lic purchase, Ifthe supply is plentiful the buyerscan 
nice in choosing as they please. If the demand 
exceeds supply the long-limbed boys and gawky 
rirla soon find it out, and stand up for good prices. 
“Ifon coming from the fair they are sober enough 

o remember the address of their purchaser they 
present themselves on the appoint d day, after th 
tashion of bought and branded animals. and get their 


stables, called a *‘bed-room,’ and their provender, 
called * meals,’ for a specified time; the law not al- 
lowing them to be exactly tethered by the head o1 


hobbled by the legs.’’ 

We may congratulate ourselves that no exhi 
bitions of this sort are possible on American 
oil, neither in manner or the substance of the 

ontract. In every other land on the globe 
capital is more omnipotent and buys more 
labor for the same price than here. More capi- 
tal, itis true, often abounds elsewhere, but itis 
coupled with a far greater density of popula- 
tion, and its owners, without American vigor 
and audacity, move on crutches and gouty toes. 
lhe Old World, in fact, may be said to be fin- 

hed, while here we have scarcely gotten up 

ir seaffoldings or hardly laid the chief cor- 
ner-stones, and much in the New World remains 
to be done. So many of our workingmen are 
imployed in unproductive enterprises, or in 
making railroads and other public and private 
improvements where the results cannot be ex- 
posed for sale to compete with any other pro- 
lucts, that all labor is kept at the maximum 
price. The standard of human comforts 
ismong laboring men being higher here than 
elsewhere, it is true that to enjoy the com- 
forts and luxuries of the American standard, 
hut little lower than that even of men of mod- 

‘rate fortunes abroad, a full day’s work-for a 
full day’s pay must be done. 

Now and then a golden nugget of great price 
may be picked up by the careless worker, but 
Providence exacts a fearful compensation for 

uch unlabored-for treasures, and the roads 
to their apocryphal hiding-places are strewn 
with the wrecks of those who have been 
seduced by such examples to make unsuccess- 
ful pursuit after wulien wealth. In Aus- 
tralia, where large nuggets are sometimes 
found, the wash dirt is very poor, but still it 
is perseveringly teazed and fretted though it 
vields few golden responses. Mountains may 
be climbed, but mankind have not * wings to 
climb the wind,’’ and cannot soar at once to 
lofty summits. With unimportant reservations 
there is nothing truly valuable in the produc- 
tions of earth, or in the arts, or in the sciences, 
or literature that is not obtained by hard and 
protracted labor. Even a first-rate man, in 
whatever place or pursuit, comes forth only as 
the ultimate result of days and nights of un- 
ceasing toil. It is labor which produces both 
men and property. 

The next and main argument put forth by 
the advocates of the eight-hour law is that as 
much work can and will bedone ineight hours 
as in ten or more. This argu..ent may be said 
to rest on faith without works, and it will be 
safeto doubt and even to deny the assump- 
tion under most if not all circumstances. 
Whatever might be the result of a single ex- 
periment, it cannot be pretended that such fast 
work can be kept up and beas well done year 
in and year out as work less hurried; or, if 
it could be, it would prove too much. Human 
strength has not been so much underrated as 
to bear to have its task so greatly advanced. 
Besides, when workingmen are paid by the 
day, they have no motive in performing an 
amountof labor disproportionate to the amount 
of time for which they are paid and employed. 
Human nature rebels against even the shadow 
of unrequited toil. 

To argue that as much and as good work 
can be done in eight hours as in ten is to 
argue against the most obvious facts, and is 
no more true than that the major term is just 
equal to the minor, or that ten quarts can be 
crowded into a peck measure. The history 
of mankind shows that health, power, and 


longevity have not been diminished by long | 


hours of laborso much as by fast labor, and 
hurried work is proverbially ill done. Fast 
men prematurely wear out, not steady men. 
Intense, not regular, application kills both 
mind and body. Walter Seott might have 
brought forth his usual annual work for years, 
but when overtaken at the age of fifty-five by 
financial ruin he tasked his great powers to 
create and save for his heirs an ancestral 
home and by literary drudgery to pay off in 
six years a debt of $750,000, the Wizard of 
the North achieved, indeed, the miracle, but 
lost his life. Meteors strike out all their bril- 
liancy in asingle flash and are exhausted, while 
the sober planets, ever mildly radiant, roll on to 
the end of time. 

The case of porters at public houses will 
illustrate the point. It is generally known that 


none live to old age, but death prematurely | 


overtakes them all, and porters of fifty years 
are more rare than pensioners of one hun- 
dred. Yet it is seldom that they are called 
upon for hard work, except for short seasons 
in the early and latter part of the day, and 
then, with women’s baggage-rights already ex- 
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Shaker families work moderatel, 
hurry, but work twelve or more hours per day 
and are proverbially loug lived. Startine 3 
half past four o'clock in the morning and nos 
ing until six o'clock in the evening, with on), 
brief intervals for breakfast and dinner of ae 
more than an hour in the whole, while they 
have meetings five evenings out of seven, two 
of which are very properly called laborin. 
meetings, where the round dance and shufij. 
are kept up for an hour, and sometimes forty, 
if the zeal of ‘them that make merry”’ doe. 
not sooner subside. May we not say of ther 


» Never 


| that, as to their economy, they are ‘‘healthy. 


| wealthy and wise ?”’ 


More damaged consi; 
tutions, it cannot be doubted, have resulted ty 
the human race from swift and unusual effo; 
than from regularand persistent labor. To do 
as much and as good work in eight hours as mey 
have ordinarily done in ten would soon prov, 
to those subjected to it an unendurable strain, 

But our own experience at our navy-yards, 
armory, and Public Printing Office conclu 


_ sively demonstrates the failure of the system. 


tended, the strain is often excessive. The || 


result is apparent in the death-rate of the 
whole class, except that of the bosses, who, 
like other bosses,do not work, and therefore, 
whether they live or die, should not alter the 
account. 


|| to any moral profit. 


The tactics with which Napoleon most con- | 
stantly surprised the world were his rapid | 
marches, by which he precipitated all his forces | 


upon the enemy’s weakest points. Any critical 
eye, looking at the sudden melting away of his 
hosts, will observe that the number of his men 
killed and wounded explains but a siall part of 
his losses. Inthe middle of August, 1813, he had 


fourhundred thousand combatantsconcentrated | 


on the Elbe, but at the beginning of November 
he had no more than eighty thousand. 
campaign to Moscow he led across the Niemen 
two hundred and forty thousand men; but the 
Paris records show that four days before the 
frost began and before a flake of snow fell he 
had left only fifty-five thousand combatants.* 
‘our fifths of his army had been already sacri- 
ficed! ‘Thus it was not the cold of Russia 
which destroyed his army, but the untold rav- 
ages of the march. Such rapid and reckless 
marches it will be found were more fatal to 
I’renchmen than all the pitched battles fought 
by Soper They put ten hours’ work into 
eight! 


Even the velocity of the steam-engine on sea | 


or land cannot be accelerated except at an 
enormous cost. 


hundred and forty-one tons of cargo a distance 
of six thousand five hundred and twelve miles; 
but if fitted to run fourteen miles per hour the 


| same vessel, it is said,} would only convey 


eighty-three tons of cargo a distance of two 
thousand one hundred and fourteen miles, or 
only one third of the distance and one fourth 
of the cargo, [Express trains are found to be 
far too expensive for the great bulk of trans- 
portation on railroads. Horses attached to the 
old stage-coaches, starting at the sound of the 
bugle and going in an unbroken trot of ten 
miles per hour, were unable to endure more 
than half the number of miles and not one 
fourth the number of hours of those attached 
to heavily-laden wagons, moving only upon a 
walk. ‘l'ruck and dray horses endure, as is 
well known, much longer than horses used at 
greater speed upon horse railroads. Hounds 
used often in the chase do not live out half the 
days allotted to dogs. 
swift work and exposure they get used up 
early. Surely it is not to be supposed that we 
are to be more reckless of human life than of 
that of the brutes! 





*Alison’s History of Europe. 
tJ.M. Pook, esq., United States naval constructor. 


In his | 


Fifteen knots per hour cost | 
/ more than twice as muchasten. A ship of 
one thousand tons, mean displacement, fitted | 
to run eight miles per hour, would convey three | 


Like their masters, with | 





Nowhere is any more than eight tenths of the 
former work done; nowhere is any better work 


| done, and nowhere are the idle hours turned 











| uously and profitably employed. 


[ have authentic proofs 
of this statement from quite a number of thes: 
establishments, which I will show to any Sen 
ator who wishes to further satisfy himself on 
the subject. 

Hitherto statesmanship among all enlight- 
ened nations of the world has based itself oy 
the principle of having all the people contin 
But this 
latest exhibition of statesmanship seems to 
devised to curtail and limit the amount of labo: 


| rather than to enlarge its opportunities. Solon 


was thought to be something of a lawgiver, 


| but it never occurred to him that it was wis: 


to restrict by law the hours of labor.. His lay 
provided that every man should ‘work, be 
employed or employ.’’ The Egyptians in early 
days appear to have had somewhat the lead 


| among nations in learning and intelligence, and 


yet they do not seem to have had any dread of 


| over-work, but rather more dreaded idlers and 


shirks; for they provided that all should d 
clare once a year by what means they earned 
a livelihood. Every Hebrew was commanded 
to learn his son a trade; ‘‘to circumcise him. 
to teach him the law, to teach him a trade.’ 
But no Jew, notwithstanding the inspired 
teachings of both the law and the gospel, eve: 
received a hint not to work beyond eight hours 
per day, and it is plain from the parable in 
Matthew that twelve hours per day was then 
the allotted time for a day’s work, as well as 
from that in John (ii. 9) where ‘‘ Jesus an- 
swered, are there not twelve hours in the day?’ 
The divine law, not yet repealed, was to work 
six days and to rest on the seventh, but we 
appear to be wise above what is written, or, if 
a new gospel is really required by our neces: 
sities, it would seem to indicate a premature 
degeneracy. 

n eight-hour rule is not an advance, and 
must find its examples in the Middle Ages, wheu 
England, as in 1495, passed a statute fixing 


| the price of common day labor at four-and-a 


half pence, without diet; or at a later date, 
when the wages of labor were settled by the 
justices, ‘‘ that the best husbandry laborer was 
not to take over one shilling a day, without 
meat or drink,’’ and common laborers only ten- 
pence. It should be noted, if the wages were 
one shilling, according to the price of grain, 
that the laborer would earn only four fifths o! 
a peck of wheat. 

Thanks to the opening which our country 
has made for laborers from abroad to flee from 
low wages, the reward of English laborers has 
been advanced at least fifty per cent. within the 
last twenty years, but it is even now much less 
than a half bushel of wheat per day, while in 
all of our wheat-growing States it is a bushel 
or more, and in California one hundred pounds 
of wheat can be had for $1 50, where com- 
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ever on laborers obtain from one to two dollars 


. ai or day, and mechanics from $2 50 to five 
ing at lars, or more than one to over three bush- 
work of wheat for a day’s work. : 
1 onl; Breadstuffs and meats are far cheaper in 
f no . country than elsewhere, and the report of 
+ then Commissioner Wells last year showed the de- 
. twa ~ession of wages in Europe, as compared 
Orin vith the United States, ranged from twenty- 
hufi! -e to forty-eight per cent. The common 
or two horers upon the Mont Cenis tunnel receive 
does -om France but three francs a day, or fifty-six 
then ents, and the more important and experienced 
althy, workmen only four to five francs per day; but 
Onst he men employed on the Pacific railroad were 
ted ‘d from two to three dollars per day. At 
effo, Vanles the wages of skilled workmen in trades 
To do cre but two to three frances per day when there 
8 Men -anything te do, and they work fifteen hours 
prov , day. 
train, Phere are many wild schemes afloat, mainly 
yards exotics. ostensibly for the benefit of the work- 
ncly 1g classes, such as the abolition of money, 
stem. sterest, land monopoly, rent, and the law of 
of the nheritanee, besides the Referendum, by which 
worl laws are to be submitted to a vote of the 
urned hole people before being in force; but they 
root re manifestly the growth of other and different 
the: nds afflicted with evils of which a republic | 
r sen 


8 fords no example and for which it might, 
AL on rhaps, be tendered as an adequate remedy. 
(hese schemes will find a place on platforms 


gat ven here, because we have large numbers who | 
At On eler to live by oratory rather than by the | 
nun pade, the hammer, or the jack-plane, but in 


th 


country offering free homesteads and free 


to | hools they will hardly take permanent root. 
labor but workingmen have a right, singly or by 
On issociation, to set their own price upon their 
ver, ibor. Time is the workingmen’s capital ex- 
mae ively, but they must remember that if 
oo discretely used it cannot be stored up and 
ay value in the twinkling of an eye departs 
menry ever. ‘They have a right in time of peace 
lea ) stipulate for wages in gold or its equivalent. 
and eo] S > ry’ . } 
Sad Paper money is their bane. They have the right 
id of 


\o join coUperative unions. Beyond wagesa par- 
, Bnd ticipation in some annual share of the profits 
a ‘{ the business wherein they are employed 


applying his mind and body to productive 
labor for ten or twelve hours of the day,”’ 
(Malthus, p. 416,) which in point of fact is 
rather less than over their habit. Shall we 
after all make confession of American inferi- 
ority by a legal declaration of our incompe- 
tency asa people to endure beyond eight hours ? 
Must we mortify our national pride by admit- 
ting that we are unable to do as much and bear 
as much as men elsewhere? 

The great advantage we have hitherto main- 
tained in the United States in favor of the 
laboring masses, and which it should be our 
highest ambition still to maintain, is that 
wages are much higher here than in any other 
country, or in point of fact nearly twice as 
much as elsewhere. But will it not be too 
much to attempt to keep wages at the maxi- 
mum American point and at the same time to 
dispense with a considerable part of the labor? 
Surely it is nothing less than lighting the can- 
dle at both ends. Abundant wages, the vision 


| of which attracts to our shores ten thousand 


emigrants per week, are within our grasp, but 
stinted labor is a species of thriftless saving, 
of fruitless economy which no rising nation 
can afford, and is a fearful symptom that our 
growth has about reached its culmination or 
that its declension has already commenced. 
It may prove the beginning of ‘‘a masterly 
inactivity’’ that preludesdecay and death. To 
spend the capital of the country without sup- 


| plying the waste would prove equally ruinous 


to non-capitalists and capitalists. When capi- 
tal becomes scarce, as a matter of course it 
grows dear, and less of itis within the reach 
of those who obtain it by labor. 

Many persons may possibly be able to in- 
dulge in one excess, but ruin comes to spend- 
thrifts from an indulgence in all. The prop- 
erty of the world, the accumulation of centuries, 
seems immense, but with undiminished con- 
sumption six years of idleness would exhaust 
the whole of it. A large part of it must be 
annually replaced or the world goes backward. 
We may have as a people the ability for com- 
ing ages, it is to be hoped, to indulge in ahigh 
rate of wages, but it will be disastrous to indulge 
at the same time in a low rate of labor or time. 


| There can be no prosperity without work. 


Our reputation as a people of universal indus- 
try has been honestly won, and the proposal 
to reduce our measure to an inflexible stand- 
ard of eight hours per day for the weak and 


‘the strong, the dull and the dextrous, or to 


} 


|| the work of only thirty-two. 


if 


curtail our aggregate products by more than | 


one fifth, if this rule were to be universally 
adopted and applied to machinery as well as 
to men, will be to debase our character for 
industry just as we have developed our highest 
powers, and the debasement will occur at that 
most inauspicious moment, the close of a war 
drawing heavily on our national capital, when 
every brain and every muscle of our country 
should be actively at work for the speediest 
reparation of the ravages of the conflict. Need- 
ing additional labor most of all else in every 
State and Territory of our broad land, we have 
presented instead—what? A proposition to 
diminish what labor we have, which in point of 
statesmanship may be ranked on a par with 
such measures as lower the standard of a bushel 
of wheat from sixty to fifty pounds, or to paper 
money below par, or such as legalize a stand- 
ard of clipped coin. The naked proposition 
is to support forty million people and do the 


How many railroads to the Pacific could we 
hope to build under an eight-hour rule? How 


| soon would our vast public domain be made 


| 


rnea would secure their hearty good will to do the 
nded most and not the least in their power, and not 
him. mly promote the welfare of workmen, but it | 
ue. would in the end prove beneficial to all those | 
ure who might be induced to furnish capital for | 
eve enterprises on such terms. Yet, as I have | 
Ours already intimated, the greatest boon which can | 
we 2 he conferred by the State upon its people, and 
uh¢ one which workingmen should insist upon | 
athe having, is a sound elementary education, made 
on compulsory and free of cost to every child 
ye within its domains. ‘Thus only will a higher || 
vOE: sphere of usefulness be reached and a higher | 
> we social organization be maintained. 
o> This eight-hour class of legislation in the 
CES: nineteenth century, no more than the shilling- 
ture a-day class, becomes Americans, never sup- 
; posed to be very timid in boasting of their 
and progress. ‘Ilo make war upon foreign nations 
hen because they will not pay the price of a bushel 
xing and a half of wheat for one bushel would hardly 
d-a be justified. Then how shall we defend a law 
ane, to compel the wages of a full day’s work for | 
ue anything less? 
_— The old slanders of Baffonand Abbé Raynal, || 
Loui which Jefferson and others so successfully 
ten- refuted, charged that nature had been less 
al active and generous to the western hemisphere 
a, than to the eastern, and that specimens of the 
uo vegetable and animal kingdom, including man, 
were deficient in size, strength, and vitality as 
Wry compared with specimens of the same class in | 
an Wurope, and that even deterioration followed 
he specimens of European origin when trans- 
a pianted to American soil. This, like many other 
aim slanders, we have lived down. Had we not, 
psa Valifornia trees, fruits, and vegetables might 
ae e summoned to the rescue. But in Europe 
—_ some of the most reliable authorities declare 


that ‘every man in health has the power of 


| 


| 


to blossom as the rose through such stinted 
labor? When could we restore our commer- 
cial marine, now so disastrously crippled, to 
its former splendor with labor so manacled? 
How would our volunteers have maintained 
the struggle of four years against the rebellion 
if they had through life been trained to only 
eight hours of exertion out of the twenty-four ? 
What would have become of Grant’s army in 


Ls 1869. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 151 


line of battle all summer, or of Sherman's 
in that wonderful ‘‘ march through Georgia, 
smashing things to the sea?’’ * 

When from leisure or luxury the hands of 
Americans become too soft for energetic toil, 
or when they pine for the tasks of children and 
tlout the tasks of men, from that moment our 
decline and fall may be dated, and the great 
principles of Union, liberty, and independence, 
which, through the blessings of Providence, 
have carried us through so many stirring events, 
so many historic stages, will vanish, nevermore 
to make the hearts of patriots burn within them 
or to freeze the blood of kings and tyrants. 

All who may be lured from the necessary 
hours of labor, as accepted by the best part of 
mankind, whenever again forced to their re- 
sumption, as they soon would be, would find 
self-denying toil more irksome than ever and 
their manhood benumbed and ambitionless, 
The haughty speech of Themistocles was that 
‘*he could not fiddle, but yet he could make a 
small town agreat city.’ The sponsors of the 
eight-hour rule more modestly may claim that 
though they can fiddle charmingly they cannot 
make a small State great, because their art 
tends only to make a great State small. 

The hereditary principle, ‘‘once a baron 
always a baron, once a cobbler always a cob- 
bler,’’ copied from the unprogressive ages of 
ancient times, and depressing the lower classes 
quite as much as it elevated the upper, as 
unfolded in the rule that every member of a 
family must follow the particular calling of his 
father, and which still largely prevails in Eu- 
rope, is banished in America as much from 
the ranks of manual industry as from learned 
professions and official stations. Liberty has 
emancipated the energies and the genius of the 
American people from the slavish routine of 
all such soul-debasing perpetuities. 

When men are under a master they are inca- 
pable of enterprise or economy, and lose, 
according to the old Greek poet, half their 
virtue; but here all men are free, and every 
man can and will ply his abilities with the 
utmost energy for his own sake. He does not 
court the guardianship of legislation, but asks 
to be free without let or hinderance to engag: 
or net to engage in any branch of labor the 
world invites. Heis his own master, and can 
make his own terms, rejecting all ethers. His 


| prosperity depends upon this freedom, and the 


prosperity of the nation is made up of the 
aggregate prosperity of individuals. The eight 

hour iaw degrades labor by the assumption 
that American laborers are in the condition of 
serfs requiring tutelage. Never was there a 
greater mistake. Every letter of our Consti- 
tution proclaims to each citizen, ‘‘ We invest 
thee ‘with crown and miter, sovereign o'er 
thyself.’’’ They are politically and socially 
independent; elastic physically, and mentally 
not gloomy; and in fact they are the envy of 
laboring men the world over, from the glaciers 
of Norway to the ancient seats of the Roman 
empire, from the Emerald Isle to ‘* farthest 
Ind.”’ ; 

The rights and privileges of freemen give the 
noblest, the highest possible stimulus to hum- 
ble thrift and toil, and it is our pride that we 
tolerate no class legislation. One man before 
the law is as good asanother. By his own 
works only can he show that he is better than 
another; that he has a larger heart or a more 
electric brain, or that he can perform more 
difficult or more useful feats of labor. Our 
public schools are open to all, and the ways to 
wealth or wisdom are not shut or concealed 
from or raised above even the humblest of our 
population. ‘They can work for themselves or 
for others as they please ; pursue any vocation 
as long as they like, and take up a new one 
when they like. ud 

Let us. then, leave Americans to follow 
whatever walk in life they choose—imposing 


| neither long hours nor short—and to follow it 


* Sherman’s letter to Grant proposing the march. 
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as long as they please, and upon such terms as 
they are willing to accept. ‘hus only can we 
avoid undermining national industry and pre- 
serve habits of individual self-reliance. Thus 
only shall we avoid an example which might 
be fatally used to extend the hours of labor 
where labor is yet weak in the power of self- 
assertion as well as in the sagacity to discern 
its personal and political rights. Thus only 
shall we perpetuate the career of a great, in- 
dustrious, and virtuous people. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I propose at 
some future time to notice a few of the positions 
taken in the exhaustive and elaborate speech 
of the Senator from Vermont. I desire now, 
however, simply to say that at the last session 
of Congress, in its closing hours, I pressed 
action upon this joint resolution and mainly 
and chiefly for this reason: we had passed the 
eight-hour act in the summer of 1868, but the 
construction that was put upon it by the Depart- 
ments placed Congress, in my judgment, in a 
false position. | desired to correct that and to 
try this experiment fairly and honestly, and not 
stand before the country, as we should by the 
construction of the Departments, as simply dem- 
agoging upon the question. We failed to pass 
the joint resolution at the last session, and the 
President of the United States by his construc- 
tion has, I think, relieved Congress, and I am 
under the greatest obligation to him for it. 
‘There is now no special hurry to act upon this 
joint resolution, and I propose to let it pass 
over, as we have some pressing questions, and 
take it up at some future time and consider the 
measure itself and the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that the further 
consideration of this bill be postponed with a 
view to taking up the bill regulating the juris- 
diction of the courts of the United States. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
adjourn, 

(he VICK PRESIDENT. As soon as the 

ile of the bill is read the Chair will put the 
juestion on the motion of the Senator from 
Ohio. ‘The title of the bill proposed to be taken 
ip will be read. 

lhe Secretary. A bill (S. No. 280) in rela- 
ion to the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court of the United States in certain cases. 

‘he VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Ohio desire a vote on his motion to 
adjourn ? 

Mr. CONKLING. 
Ohio to yield a moment while I inquire of the 
Chair what is the situation or the fate of the 
resolution in reference to Cuba. How does it 
stand ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It goes over as 
other resolutions which have not been xcted 
upon finally. It was only taken up informally. 

Mr. SUMNER. It is on the Calendar, to 
be reached by motion at any time. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I appeal to the Senator from 
Ohio to allow us to have an executive session. 

Mr. THURMAN. Very well. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Ohio consent to waive his motion 
until the vote can be taken on the motion of the 
Senator from Illinois to replace the bill which 
has lost its place? 

Mr. THURMAN. No, sir; that is exactly 
whatldo not want. Ichange my motion, how- 
ever, at the suggestion of the Senator from Min- 


I] move that the Senate | 


that the pending order be postponed for the 
purpose of proceeding to the consideration of 
the bill the title of which has been reported by 
the Secretary. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I rise for information; 
merely to ask what is the pending order? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The pending order 
is the joint resolution in regard to the eight-hour 
law. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I feel some interest in. 
that question, and I desire to know what be- 
comes of it provided the motion of the Senator 
from Illinois prevails ? 

‘he VICK PRESIDENT. It will then go 
on the Calendar. ‘The Senator trom Massa- 
chusetts has announced his desire to speak on 
it at some future time, but has given way to 
the Senator from Illinois, who has made the 
motion which is now before the Senate. 

Mr. CASSERLY. 
nitely dispose of that joint resolution in that | 
way? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Not indefinitely. 
It returns again to the Calendar, but it will 
require a vote of the Senate to take it up at 
any future time. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I regard that as a very 
objectionable course to be taken in regard to , 
that measure, which I deem one of consider- 
able interest and importance. I regret that it 
seems difficuit to ascertain what definite dispo- 
sition will be made of that measure if the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Illinois shall prevail. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair sup- 
posed that he answered definitely. ‘The Chair 
will again state that it will go upon the Calendar 
to be reached in its order on the Calendar, or 
before reached in its order it can come up by 
a vote of the Senate to take it up. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Doesit become unfinished 
business on the Calendar? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It does. 

Mr. WILSON. I propose at some future day, 
and an early one, to moveto take it up for con- 


| sideration. 


I ask the Senator from || 
| finished business to take its place on the Cal- 
'endar it will be quite a matter of uncertainty 


Mr. CASSERLY. I will state that I spoke 
to the Senator from Massachusetts in his seat 
about this measure, and I understood from him 
that he intended to reply to-morrow to the Sen- 
ator from Vermont. Bat, sir, having stated my | 
views as to the importance of this measure, I 
shall take no course about it now. I simply 
remark at this time that I shall probably have | 
something to say about it hereafter when it 
comes up; but if it is to go over as general un- 


when it will be taken up, and pretty nearly cer- 
tain that it cannot be reached before the holi- 


| days. 


Mr. STEWART. Inasmuch as this is a 
question with regard to the order of business 
| may be pardoned for alluding to another | 


| measure which has not been mentioned. It 


| seems to me there is in the hands of the Sen- 


ator from Wisconsin [ Mr. Carpenter] a meas- 
ure of very great importance; I refer to the 
bill with regard to Georgia. The Committee 


| on the Judiciary through that Senator have 


nesota, and move that the Senate proceed to the | 


consideration of executive business. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope we shall not go 


into executive session until we take up this bill. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Ohio, that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. 

The question being put, a division was called 


for: and the ayes were 23 and the noes 23. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair votes 


in the negative, and the motion of the Senator | 


from Ohio is not agreed to. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Lilinois, 


| 


at an early day. 


made a report on that subject, and I for one 
am very anxious that it should be considered 
It seems to me that we ought 
to dispose of it before the holidays. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, 
Nevada will not interpose another special mat- 
ter now. Both the measure to which he refers 


and that which I have moved to take up come 
|| from the Judiciary Committee. 


We have got 
to take one at a time. 

Mr. STEWART. [ am aware of that. 

Mr. STOCKTON. I move that the Senate | 
adjourn. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish to say that my 
only object is now to get up this bill—— 

[**Order!"’ ** Order!’’ } 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The motion is 
not debatable. The Senator from New Jersvy | 


moves that the Senate do now adjourn. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


I hope the Senator from 1 gested. 


Does this action indefi- || 
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The VICE PRESIDEN I. The question 
recurs om the motion of the Senator fron 
Illinois, that the Senate proceed to the consid. 
eration of the bill (S. No. 280) in relation to 
the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Cour: 
of the United States in certain cases. +, 

The motion was agreed to—ayes thirty-five 
noes not counted. F ; 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. WILSON. I now move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executiys 
business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Sena: 


| proceeded to the consideration of executiy, 


business. 
After some time spent in executive session, 
the doors were reopened, and the Senate 


| adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, December 15, 1869. 
The House met at twelve o'clock m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burien. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 


Prayer 


ALASKA, 


Mr. FERRISS, by unanimous consent, sub 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury } 
requested to furnish to this House a copy of the 
report of If. H. McIntyre, special agent of the Treas 
ury Department,to establish customs posts in Alaska, 
and report on the resources of that territory. 

THE LATE GEORGE PEABODY, 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I desire to pre 
sent a joint resolution providing for an appro- 
priate tribute on the part of the United States 
to the memory of the late George Peabody, 
which I ask to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas in the death of George Peabody, a native 
of the United States and late a resident of England, 


, our country and the world have sustained an irre- 


trievable loss; and whereas, the queen of Great Brit- 
ain, the authorities of London, and the emperor of 
rance have made extraordinary provision for thi 
transfer of his remains to his native land: 

Be it therefore resolved by the Senate and [louse of 
Representatives in Congress assembled, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be authorized to order as 
many ships of the line as may be convenient and 
adequate to the occasion, to meet at sea the Euro- 
scan convoy and conduct it to these shores; and that 
1e be authorized to make such other prepzration for 


|| the reception of the body of our distinguished philan- 


thopist as is merited by his glorious deeds, and in 
& manner commensurate with the justice, magna 
nimity, and dignity of a great people. 

Ltesolved, That the expenses incurred by such cere- 
monial asthe President may adopt in the premises 
shall be paid by any money in the Treasury not 


otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I do not pro- 


| pose that action shall be taken on the joint 


resolution at the present time; but, sir, I deem 
it eminently proper as a tribute to a great 
American character, and I am a little sur- 


| prised that such a resolution has not been 


offered by some other gentleman on the floor. 
I propose, under the impression that many 
here may desire to express their sentiments on 
the subject of this resolution, to call it up for 
adoption on Saturday or Monday morning next. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. Let it be 
on Monday. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Monday is sug- 
I therefore give notice that by unan- 
imous consent, which I hope I shall obtain, | 
shall bring up the resolution for adoption on 
Monday. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky asks leave to present the resolution after 
the expiration of the morning hour on Monday. 
The Chair hears no objection, and liberty is 
granted, 

THE LATE ALFRED CALDWELL. 


Mr. DUVAL. I ask unanimous consent to 
offer the following resolution : 

Whereas the executor of Alfred Caldwell, deceased, 
late consul at Honolulu, claims that in settling the 
accounts of said consul the accounting officers in the 
Treasury Department have done his estate great 
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re by rejecting items charged against the Gov- 
pment in said accounts amounting to a large sum 
f moncy ; and whereas the eaid aesount ing officers 
: »clo sed the said account since the death of said 
‘dwell in the absence of the said exceutor, and 

ut afforé ling him an opportun itv to produee 


justi 


jenee to sustain the items so rejected, and they 
w refuse to open sa vd accounts or to hear testi- 
on the part of said executer to sustain the 


4 } > - “1 . 
: charged the and rejected as aforesaid: 


rein 





iy eel. That this subject be referred to the Com 
sreeon Foreign Affairs, who are hereby instructed 
quire into the grievances so complained of by 
said ¢ xecute yy and ascertain whether injue tice 
been done the estate of said Alfred Caldwell, 
ised, in n the settlement of his accounts as such 
|: and if so, that they report a bill providing 
remedying the injustice so done. 
‘ir, PAINE. I shall be obliged to object 
hat resolution unless the preamble is so 
mended as not to commit the House to an 
ession of opinion that injustice has been 
ne. If the preamble is so amended I shall 
l object. 
DUVAL. I 
1 
rea mble. 
fhe SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 
hat the gentleman from West Virginia with- 
iraw the resolution for the present with a view 
modifying it. 
Mr. DUVAL. I shall do so. 
LAND GRANTS TO MICHIGAN, 
Mr. STRICKLAND, by unanimous consent, 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
1, considered, and agreed to: 


, 





consent to withdraw the 


sed, That the Commissioner of t he Gener: 7. 
id Uilice be requested t« yinform this House whethe 
tin lands granted to the State of Michigan in 

ive, 1856, to aid in the cons trac ‘tion of 2 railroad 
m Grand Haven to Flint have been ace epted by 

ny company, and if so by what company and when 

; and if not legally accepted by any com- 

action is ne¢essary to restore such lands 


yaccept ted 

y, what 

li arke t. 
CAPTURE OF JEFFERSON DAVIS. 

Mr. STOUGHTON, by unanimous consent, 
ibmitted the following resolution ; which was 
ead, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved. directed to 
inrek sion to the 
the e: apture Of» efferson 
‘t of Congress of July pat 68; 
tion thereof has been pai 4 to commis- 
s, and what propo rtion to enlisted men; 
application for shares thereof are now 


That the Seeretary of War be 
rnish information to this Llouse 
yment of the bounty for 
vis. allowed by ac 
hat propor 
ned offic 

her any 







1 file and undecided, and whether any additional 
ezislation is necessary ¥ before a final settlement and 
ribution can be made, 
JAPAN INDEMNITY. 
Mr. SCOFIELD, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution ; which was 


read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 

requested to inform this House whether the sum of 

600,000 in gold, paid the Unite _ Sti ut s as indemnity 

iv aggressions upon our con ” 1 pursuant to the 

pul ations of a treaty with. Jap: un n of the 22d Octo- 

, 1864, has been covered into the Treasury, andif 

t. whi at disposition has been made of the same, in 

harge of what Department it remains, or if invested 

1) Government securities to what use or purpose the 
iierest thereon has been applied 

SPECIE PAYMENTS. 

Mr. PROSSER, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 588) entitled an 
act to provide for specie payments, and for other 
purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 

Means, and ordered to be printed. 


TENNESSEE AND COOSA RAILROAD. 


DOX, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (HL. R. No. 589) to revive an act 
approved | 3d June, 1856, and continuing the 
benefits of the grant of public lands thereby 
made for the use of the Tennessee and Coosa 
railroad, in the State of Alabama; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES 


_ Mr. DOX also, by unanimous consent, 
introduced bills of the following titles ; which 
were severaliy read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Reconstruc- 


tion: 
(H. R. 


Mr. 


A bill No. 590) entitled an act 
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| provide for its collection; which was read a | 


removing all political disabilities imposed by 
the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution 
of the United States; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 591) removing disabilities 
imposed by the fourteenth amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States from persons 
holding offices before the late rebellion in the 
State of Alabama, known as district, county, 
city, and town offices in said State. 


INDIAN 


Mr. CLARKE, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution ; 


LANDS. 


read, and reterred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs : 
Resolved, That in the judgment of this Honse | 


whenever public lands of the United States be disin- 
cumbered of Indian titles said lands should be imme- 

diately open te settlement under existing laws, or 
under such rules and regulations as Congress may 
prescribe; and that the sale of Indian lands to cor- 
porations and settlers by treaty stipulations is con- 

trary to sound public policy and in derogation of the 
rights of the masses of the people; and it is hereby 
declared that this House will refuse hereafter to 
make any appropriations tocarry out they provisions 
of Indian treaties in which the terms of this resolu- 
tion are not adhered to. 


BONDS LOANED TO RAILROAD COMPANIES. 


Mr. MUNGEN. lLask unanimous consent 
to offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Treasury be 
instructed tocommunicate to this House the amount 
of Government bonds loaned by the Government to 

railroad companies which had been received from 
national banks a: rd held by the C om troller of the 
‘Treasury, and by the Treasurer of the United States, 
curity for circulation on deposit; specifying the 
es so received which were issued or loaned to 
each, giving the namo of said r: ailroad companies 
oat the name and location of the ba unk from which 
they were received; and also what security, if any, 
held for the bonds so loaned. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. I ob- 
ject, on the ground that we obtained the same 
information last session. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion of Mr. HOLMAN, leave was 
granted for the withdrawal from the files of the 
House of the papers in the case of Alexander 
Moffatt, of the District of Columbia, copies 
being left. 

IARBOR OF REFUGE ON LAKE HURON. 

Mr. CONGER, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the necessity and expe- 
diency of construeting a harbor of refuge on the 
shores of Lake Huron, at some place between Point 
au Barques and the St. Clair river, in the State of 
Michigan, and to report thereon to this House by 
bill or otherwise. 


MESSAGE FROM THE 


is se 


SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. McDon- 
ALD, its Chief Clerk, informed the House that 
the Senate had concurred in the resolution of 
the House proposing an adjournment of the 
two Houses from Wednesday, the 22d of 
December, to Wednesday, the 5th of January 
next, without amendment. 


TAX ON NATIONAL BANKS. 


Mr. DYER, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 592) to increase ‘the tax 
on circulation, deposits, and average amount 


of capital stock beyond the amount invested in | 


which was | 


| coal mines throughout the country. 
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acres of public lands belonging to the United St: ates 
in the States of Virginia, W est Virginia, North ( 
olina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alab ama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Kentucky. Missouri. 
Arkansas, and Tennessee now remaining unappro 
priated. 


ACCIDENTS IN MINES. 
Mr. HAY. I ask unanimous consent to 
submit for consideration at this time the fol 
lowing resolution: 





Resolved, That the Committce on Mines and Mit ’ 
ing be authorized and instructed to inves tig rte int 
the causes which occasioned the late horri! ‘le ac 


dent in the Avondale mine, in the State of P ennsyl 
vania, whereby one hundred and ten human Ii ve 
were lost; and, if there be power under the Constitu 
tion, to report a bill to this House embodying oa 
provisions as will, so far as practicable, prevent thi 
occurrence of accidents of a similar character in the 
And that the 
committee be also requested to consider and repo: 
to the House the propriety of the creation by this 
louse of 2 committee to be called the Committee oi 
Publie Safety, whose duty shall be to inves stigate 
into the causes of all accidents whereby human lif 
is endangered or lost, and to recommend such legis 
Fi ition as may be deemed necessary to provide again t 
the happening of the same, and to punish suc h per- 
son or persons by whose negligence or carelessness 
they may be oce asioned. 


Mr. COX. I object to this resolution. 
Some time subsequently 
Mr. COX said: | am informed by the gen 


tleman from [}linois [Mr. Hay} that his reso- 


I will 


lution is one of inquiry merely. there 


fore withdraw my objection. 
The SPEAKER. Isthere further objection ? 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Let the reso 
lution be read again. 
The resolution was again read. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 


L will not 


|| objectif the words ‘‘ authorized and dirested ’ 


, Var ious votes of reference this morning; 
| also move to lay the motion to reconsider on 
| the table. 


be changed to ‘‘requested.’’ 

Mr. HAY. Ihaveemployed the customary 
phraseology in resolutions of this character. 

Mr. SARGENT. How is the investigation 
to be conducted by the Committee on Mines 
and Mining? The resolution doesnot author 
ize the committee to send for persons and 
papers, and all the committee could do would 
be to collect newspaper reports. 


Mr. HAY. The committee could determin 
what to do. 
Mr. SARGENT. Not at all: their on! 


authority must be conferred by the House 
Mr. KERR. I object to the resolution. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. I move to reconsider th: 


anda 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. MOORE, of Ohio. [ call for the 


lar order of business. 


regu 


OSWEGO HARBOR. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a letter from the Secretary of 
War, submitting the report of the chief of engi 
neers uponthe public works and improvements 


| in the harbor of Oswego, in the State of New 


York; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


COLONEL WILLIAM A. HOWARD. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Pree a of War, submitting 


| to the House the claim of William A. Howard 


United States bonds of national banks, and to || 


| first and second time. 


| 


Mr. DYER. 
to the 
printed. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that it 
be referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, and printed. 

The motion of Mr. Garrie.p, 
agreed to. 

PUBLIC LANDS IN CERTAIN STATES. 

Mr. ARNELL submitted the following res- 
olution; which was read, considered, and 
adopted : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be 
directed to furnish to this House the number of 


I move that the bill be referred 
Committee of Ways and Means, and 


of Ohio, was 


for pay as colonel of the regiment of New York 
marine artillery, and as colonel of the thir- 
teenth regiment of New York heavy artillery ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


RYAN HITCHCOCK MARINE FORTIFICATION. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
to the House of Representatives the report o! 


| the General of the Army upon the utility and 


| practicability of the Ryan Hitchcock mode of 


marine fortification, called for by the joint 
resolution of February 19, 1869; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


| and ordered to be printed. 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN CALIFORNIA. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 








i 
t 
’ 
f 
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a letter from the Secretary of War, submitting 
to the House a report from the commanding 
officer at Camp Gaston, California, of the un- 
provoked murder of an Indian of the Klamath 
tribe by a white settler and the trouble ocea- 
sioned thereby with the tribes of the vicinity ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PRIDGE ACROSS THE POTOMAC. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 

a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting accounts of S. Seymour of expense 
in making survey for a bridge across the Poto- 
mac; which was referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
printed, 

PLYMOUTIL, MASSACIIUSETTS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House | 


a letter from the Secretary of War, submitting 
the report of the chief of engineers upon the 
public works and improvements in the harbor 
of Plymouth, Massachusetts; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

CALLS FOR INFORMATION, 

The SPEAKER, Certain resolutions have 
recently passed the House calling upon sub- 
ordinate oflicers of the Treasury Department 
for information. Attention has been called to 
that fact by the Secretary of the Treasury. I! 
has been customary for the House to call upon 
the heads of the Departments, and not upon 
the chiefs of bureaus. 

NINTH CENSI 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. J move that the 
{louse now resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the special 
order. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Dawes in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of House bill No. 424, to pro- 
vide for taking the ninth census of the United 
States, and to fix the number of the members 
ofthe House of Representatives aud to provide 
for their future apportionment among the sev- 
eral States. 

The pending section was the following: 

Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, That the Super 
intendent ofthe Census shall requireand obtain from 
every railroad corporation in the United States the 
{ollowing facts, to exhibit the condition of such com- 
pany on the Ist June, 1870, or at the date of the Jast 
innual report made since June 1, 1869, to wit: the 
name of the corporation or company, with corporat: 
name of lines leased; the number of miles ofits roads 
projected; the numberof miles completed; thenum- 
ber of miles leased; miles of double track exclusive 
of sidings; capital stock allowed by the charter; 
amount paid up; numberof mail stations; highest 
crade,including curvature, in each division operated; 
(otal cost of track and equipment of the road ; cost of 
rrading and masonry, including engineering; exhib- 


iting separately cost of bridges, of stations, build- | 


ings, fixtures, of land and land damages, of iron rails, 
of sleepers, of fences, of locomotives, of passenger 
end baggage cars, of freightecars, and cost of purchase 
of other lines and of telegraphs. Also, total amount 
of debt; also, acres of lend held, exclusive of that 
used for stations, buildings, wharves, and tracks. 
Also, amount of rolling stock, exhibiting separately 
serviceable locomotives; unserviceable locomotives; 
passonger cars; sleeping cars; mail, baggage, and 


gravel trains; number of way passengers carried; 
average way fares per mile; number of through pas- 
sengers carried; average of through fares per mile; 
total number of passengers carried reduced to one 
mile; average rate perton per mile on local freight; 
average rate per ton permile on all through freight; 
tons of coal; tonsof merchandise; bushels of grain; 
barrels of flour; number of horses and cattle; num- 
ber of sheep and swine; number of thousand feet of 
lumber; total tons of freight; total tons carried re- 
luced to one mile; tons forwarded East, (or North;) 
tons forwarded West, (or South.) Also, concern- 
ing casualties, exhibiting separately the number of 
passengers or employés killed or wounded; the 
character of the accidents, whether by false hand- 
ling of switches, signals or draws, or by defects in 
wheels, breaking of couplings or rails, or by imped- 
iments placed accidentally or intentionally on the 
track. Also, the number of miles of railroad tele- 
graph lines, the number of miles of wire, andthe total 
cost. Ile shall also, in like manner, require and 


obtain trom the owners, proprietors, or managers of || 


any canal or river improvement the following facts, 


to wit: name of canal or river improvement; points | 


connected; miles of canal; miles of slackwater; 
dimensions of improvement in feet, exhibiting the 
depth, and the width at the bottom and top; the 
number of locks and their standard length, depth, 
and width; number of feet of rise and fall; cogt of 
structures; cost of enlargement; number of boats; 
total tonnage; total tons of freight carried East or 
North; total tons carried WestorSouth; tons of coal; 
tons of merchandise; bushels of grain; barrels of 
flour; numberof horsesandeattle; number of sheep 
andswine: number ofthousand feet of lumber; aver- 
age rate of local tolls per mile; totalamount received 
for tolls in 1869; annual average expenses per mile for 
repairs from 1860 to 1869; the average number of 
months of navigation during theyear. Andheshall 
also procure, fromthe best available sourees, full sta- 
tistics of the coastwise trade and of the lake and in- 
landriver navigation of theUnited States, which shall 
particularly show the number of vessels employed, 
and where,and whether of sail or propelled by steam: 
also the tonnage capacity of each; and the actual 
tonnage transported upon each lake and river and 
coastwise during the year 1869. 


The pending amendment was one offered | 


| by Mr. Ganrise.p, of Ohio, which had been 


amended to read as follows: 


tle shall also in like manner require and obtain 
from the owners, proprictors, or managers of every 
express company the following facts, to wit: name 
of corporation or company; capital paid up; total 
capital stock; length of lines in miles; whether the 
business is conducted by rail, vessel, or otherwise: 
total amount paid to railroads or vessels for use of 
line or lines; number of officers; number of persons 
engagedin generaladministration; numberof agents 
and messengers; total receipts; total expenditures; 
exhibiting separately amount paid for salaries, for 
repairs,and for general expenses; and he may require 
such further information as in his judgment may be 
necessary to secure full returns of the transaction 
ofsuch company. Heshall also in like manner re 
quire and obtain from the owners, proprietors, or 
managers of every telegraph company the following 
facts, to wit: name of corporation orcompany; term- 
inal points connected; capital paid up; length of 
lines in miles; miles of wire; number of officers; 


| number of persons engaged in general edministra- 


tion; number of persons engaged as telegraph oper- 
ators: thenumber of messages transmitted by officers 
of the United States; the number of messages trans- 
mitted for the press; the number of messages trans 

mitted for private parties; total number of messages 


' transmitied; total receipts from messages; total 
| expenditures of the company, exhibiting separately 


the amount expended for salaries, for repairs, and 
for general expenses. He shal! also in like manner 
reqnire and obtain from the officers or managers of 
all life insurance companies the following facts, to 
wit; name of company; amount of paid-up capital; 
the number of persons employed in the general ad- 
ministration; the number employed as agents; the 
total gross assets of the company, exhibiting, sepa- 


; rately,realized assets, deferred and unpaid premiums 


|| and premium notes and loans; total liabilities of the 


express cars; box cars; stock cars; freight and | 


coal ears, Also, tetal number of employés, exhibit - 
ing separately the number connected with the gen 
eral administration, conductors, station-masters, 
ticket agents, brakemen, engineers, firemen, flag- 
menand gatemen, mechanics, and laborers. Also, 
the total receipts of the corporation, exhibiting sep- 
urately the receipts from passengers: from freights; 
irom ©xpresses; from mails; from rents; from mis- 
cellancous sources exclusive of loansand stocks sold. 
\lso, the totat expenditure of the corporation, ex- 


company, exhibiting, separately, losses adjusted and 
tnadiusted, losses resisted,serip and other dividends, 
dividends to policy-holders not applied, reinsurance 
fund; all other claims, including capital; receipts 
from cash premiums, receipts from all other sources; 


| total eash expenditures, exhibiting, separately, 


hibliimg separately the kind and cost of fuel; the | 


amount of national, State, and municipal taxation; 
interest on bonds and their indebtedness: passen- 
ger transportation service; dividends paid within 
the year in cash; dividends paid within the year in 
a , ) ‘ 

the track and bridges; repeirs of rolling stock: re- 
pairs of buildings and fences; damages to merchan- 


«; freight and transportation service; repairs of | 


dise; damages to freight; payments of personal | 
injuries; telegraph expenses and repairs: now struc- | 


tures, and other permanent improvements. Also, 
the operations of the road, exhibiting separately 
the mileage of passenger trains; mileage of freight 
trains; other mileage, including repair, wood, and 


amount paid for losses and claims, dividends to stock 
holders, dividends to policy-holders ; commissions, 
including sums paid to agents by the insurers and the 
insured, officers’ salaries; medical examiners’ fees, 
national, State, and localiaxation, and all other cash 
expenditures; also premium note expenditures; also 
the number and amount of polices issued during the 
year; also, exhibiting policies terminating during 
the year; the numberand amount terminated by 
death; by expiration; by surrender; by lapse; by 
change: totalnumber and amount of policies in force; 
exhibiting separately those of $1,000 or under; the 
number and amount of those from $1,000 to $2,000, 
from $2,000 to $3,009, from $3,000 to $5,000, from $5,009 
to $10,000, and the number and amount of those above 
$10,000; also the amount of premiums received on 
policies in force and the average premium on cach 
policy; also the amount of losecs in cash and notes 
and the pereentage of the loss to the total amount ot 
policies nm foree; also reentage of essets to risks in 


Y 
‘ 


force. LHe shall also, in like manner, require and 


obtain from every fire and marine insurance com 
pany the fellowiag inets, to wit: name of company; 





December 15, 


amount of capital stock authorized by charter: 4) 

amount paid up; the number of persons employed | 
general administration; the number employed 
agents; the gross assets of company ; the total jiah;j); 
ties, exhibiting separately the amount of ’ a 
adjusted, losses unadjusted, losses resisted 7 - 

surance fund, fire at fifty percent., marine and inlang 
atone hundred per cent.; all other liabilities... 
cluding capital; also the total receipts, exhibit; 

separately fire premiums, marine and inland pram. 
iums, and receipts from all other sources, includ D » 
interest, dividends, and rents; alsothe total] expen P 
itures, exhibiting separately the number and amoy, 

of fire losses, of marine and inland losses, dividen. 
commissions, including sums paid to agents by th, 
insurers and the insured; officers’ salaries, Stat, 

national,and municipal taxes, and all other expenses: 
concerning risks written during the year, the num, 
ber and amount of fire, number and amount o/ 


ld 


| Marine and inland; concerning the risks in for, 


December 31, 1869; the number and amount of f;, 
risks having less than one year to run, less tha) 
three years to run, more than three years to run, ay, 
the number and amount of marine and inland rick 


| And he shall require and obtain from each ani 


every banking association in the United States an 
the Territories thereof full statistics of the conditio; 
and business of each of said associations for the yea 
ending the Ist of June, 1870. And he shall also; 
quire and obtain from each and every banker and 
broker in the [ nited States and the Territori: 
thereof full statistics of the business of such bank: 
and broker for the year ending the Ist of June. 1870 
ry . > T ny ‘ ‘ 

_ The CHAIRMAN. The pending question 
is upon the amendment proposed by the gen 
tleman from Ohio [ Mr. Upson] as a substitut 
for the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [ Mr. Coss] to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. Garrre p, | 
lhe proposed substitute will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to the twenty-seventh section the following: 

And he shall also procure from the best availah| 
sources full information in regard to the number ot 
corporations holding United States bonds, and th 
amount thus held; also, the number of executors, 
administrators, guardians, and trustees who hold 
United States bonds, and the amount thus held; and 
the number of other persons who hold United Stat 
bonds, and the amounts thus held. 

The CHAIRMAN, Upon this question & 
bate is exhausted. 

Che amendment of Mr. Upson was rejected, 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to amend the see- 
tion—— 

The CHAIRMAN. No further amendment 
is in order except it be in the form of a substi- 
tute. An amendment and an amendment to 
that amendment are now pending. The ques: 
tion is upon the motion of the gentleman from 
Wisconsin, [ Mr. Coss,] to amend the amend 
ment by adding what will be read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And he shall require each district superintendent 
to obtain from each and every person the number, 
denomination, value, and kind of United States Go. 
ernment honds owned, held, or possessed by su 
person or corporation, either in their own right or in 
trust for others. 


The amendment was not agreed to. 


The question recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. GarFrie.p, of Ohio, as amended, it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to amend 
the pending section by striking out in lin 
sixty-one and sixty-two the words “ also th 
number of miles of railroad telegraph lines, the 
number of miles of wire, and the total cost. 
‘These words are unnecessary, this matter being 
more fully provided for in the amendment jus! 
adopted. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to amend the section 
by inserting after the word ‘‘iron,’’ in line six: 
teen, the words ‘‘ and steel;’’ also by inserting 
after the word ‘‘rail’’ the words ‘‘and the 
amount thereof, respectively, of foreign and o! 
American manufacture.” 

Mr. ALLISON. I would suggest to th 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Davis] that 
it may be very difficult for the railroad compa- 
nies to furnish the information contemplated 
by the latter clause of his amendment. It 
would not be difficult for a new road, but for 
an old road like the Pennsylvania Central or 
the New York Central or the Erie, roads that 
liave been in operation fifteen or twenty years, 
it will be very difficult to specify what portion 
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of their track isof American and what portion 
‘ . : 
of foreign rail. Otherwise I have no objection 
to the gentleman’s proposition. 
uA . 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. WHEELER. 


lows: 


I move to amend as fol- 


[In line eight, section twenty-seven, after the word 
“jeased”’ insert “and what sum per mile or gross 
as ver road.” 

‘Ie fine eleven, after the word “the ’’ insert “ ori- 
inal,” and after the word “‘charter’”’ insert ‘and 
ubsequent acts of legislation in amendment of orin 
idition thereto, or by any other pretended author- 


[n lineeleven, after the word “up” insert ‘amount 
otnally issued, discriminating between common and 
seeferred stock, and stating the dividends paid on 
»ither or both classes of stock during the preceding 

yrporate year.” 

In line twenty-one, after the word “tracks’”’ insert 
‘also the amount donated in lands, money, bonds, 

r credits by the Government of the United States, 
r by any of the State governments, or by any mu- 
nieipal or other corporation, and the amount of such 
iands still held and owned.”’ 

In line nineteen, after the word ‘‘debt”’ insert 
‘specifying the nature and duration thereof, and 

how secured, and the rate of interest agreed to be 
paid thereon and all parts thereof.’”’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POTTER. I move to amend the pend- 
ing section by inserting after the word ‘‘cor- 
poration,”’ in line three, the words “‘or lessee or 
receiver thereof;’’ also by inserting after the 
word ‘‘facts,’’ at the end of the third line, the 
words ‘‘so far as they respectively possess the 
same;’’ so that the clause will read: 

That the Superintendent of the Census shall require 
and obtain from every railroad corporation or lessee 
or receiver thereof inthe United States the following 
facts, so far as they respectively possess the same, to 
exhibit the condition of such company on tke Ist 
June, 1870, or at the date of the last annual report 
made since June 1, 1869. 


I desire to call the attention of the gentle- 
man having charge of this bill to the fact that 
as drawn it provides that the various inform- 
ation specified in the bill shall be given by 
the corporation owning the railway, when, as 
matter of fact, there are many corporations 
whose roads have been leased or otherwise out 
of their actual possession, and in such cases 
the corporations cannot possibly give the re- 
quired information. The information ought 
to come from the party possessing it; that is 
to say, that the corporation itself should give 
the information relating to its stock, its capi- 
tal, and its debts; but where it has leased its 
line to another the corporation or party in pos- 
session should furnish the information as to the 
working of the line, for the party in actual pos- 
session can alone give such information. My 
amendment looks solely to so discriminating 
that information shall be required only from 
the party able to furnish it. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I think that is 
agood amendment, and hope it will be adopted. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. POTTER. Ialso desire to move a fur- 
ther amendment, which is to insert in line 
twenty-one, after the word ‘‘tracks,’’ the 
words ‘for other railway uses.’’ I presume 
that the object of the section as reported is to 
require corporations having land grants to spe- 
cify the amount of land held under such grants. 
As there are, however, many cases where cor- 
porations own small parcels of land, such as for 
gravel-pits, for cattle-yards, and other railway 
uses, the quantities of which they would be re- 
quired to return under the section as it now 
stands, this would be a useless and annoying 
requisition. My suggestion, therefore, is to 
amend the section so that it will read ‘‘exclus- 
ive of that used for stations, buildings, wharves, 
and other railway uses.’’ 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Ifthe gentleman 
will withdraw his amendment I will move a 
substitute for this part of the section which will 
cover it. 

Mr. POTTER. I will withdraw the amend- 
ment for that purpose. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The language of 
the billon page 23 has some mistakes of print- 


| 


| of road and of telegraphs. 


| expenses; capital stock; 


= 
ing, and in order that they may be corrected I 
move to strike out the following: 


The name of the corporation or company, with cor- 
porate name of lines leased; the number of miles of 
its roads projected; the number of miles completed; 
the number of miles leased; miles of double track 
exclusive of sidings; capital stock allowed by the 
charter; amount paid up; number of mail stations; 
highest grade, including curvature in each division 
operated; total cost of track and « quipment of the 
road, cost of grading and masonry, including engi- 
neering; exhibiting separately cost of bridges, of 
stations, buildings, fixtures, of land and land dam- 
ages, of iren rails, of sleepers, of fences, of locomo- 
tives, of passenger and baggage cars, of freight cars, 
and cost of purchase of other lines and of telegraphs. 
Also, total amount of debt; also, acres of land held 
exclusive of that used forstations, buildings, wharves, 
and tracks. Also, amount ofrolling stock, exhibiting 
separately serviceable locomotives; unserviceable 
locomotives: passenger cars: sleeping cars: mail, 
baggage, and express cars; box cars; stock cars; 
freight and coal ears. Also, total number of em- 
ployés, exhibiting, separately, the number connected 
with the general administration, conductors, sta- 
tion masters, ticket agents, brakemen, engineers, fire- 
men, flagmen and gatemen, mechanics and laborers. 


And in lieu thereof insert the following: 


The name of the corporation 
corporate name of lines leased; the number of miles 
of road projected, and the terminal points of the 
same; the number of miles completed; the number 
of miles leased; miles of double track, exclusive of 
sidings; capital stock allowed by the charter: amount 
paid up; number of mail stations; total eost of road 
and equipment, and cost of purchase of other lines 
Thetotal amount ofdebt, 
exhibiting separately the funded and unfunded debt; 
also the number of acres of land derived from pub- 
lic grants remaining unsold. The amount of rolling 
stock, exhibiting separately serviceable!locomotives: 
unserviceable locomotives; passenger cars: sleeping 
cars; mail, baggage, and express cars; box cars; 
stock ears: freight and coalears. Also total num- 
ber of employés, exhibiting separately the number 
of conductors, station-masters, ticket agents, brake 
men, engineers, firemen, flagmen and gatemen, 
mechanics and laborers. 


Mr. POTTER. I think that the substitute 
meets the objection 1 made and others I was 
about to make. It seems to be proper, and I 
hope it will be adopted. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move to insert in the 
section, as amended, the words, just before 

total cost of the road is required, 


, 
wuere the 

‘ —— . } : > es r 

evade including curvature in 


company. with 






each 


66 hj thest 
division operated.’’ 
rhe amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to amend 
by striking out all after the word ‘‘ mails,’’ in 
the thirty-first line, down to and including the 
word *‘ trains,’’ in the forty-fifth line, and insert- 
ing the following: 

rom miscellaneous sources; also the total ex- 
penditure of the corporation, including separately 
the kind and cost of fuel; the amount of national, 
State, and municipal taxation; interest on bonds 
and other debts; dividends paid within the year in 
dividends paid within the year in stock; re- 
pairs of track and bridges; repairs of rolling-stock ; 
other repairs, damages to freight; payments for per- 
sonal injuries; telegraph expenses and repairs; new 
structures and other permanent improvements; also 
the operations of the road, exhibiting separately the 
mileage of passenger trains; the mileage of freight 
trains; mileage of repairand wood and gravel trains. 






cash; 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. TWICHELL. I move to amend by 
striking out all after the word * facts,’’ in the 
third line, and insert in lien thereof the fol- 
lowing : 

Total amount expended for agencies and other 


number of shares of capital 


tock issued; capital paid in; funded debt; floating 


| debt; cost of road and equipment; for graduation 


} amount 


| total amount expended for passenger and 


and masonry; for bridges; total amount expended 
for superstructure, including iron; total amount 
expended for stations, buildings, and fixtures; total 
expended for land, land damages, and 
total amount expended for loe motive 

aggzace 


cars; total amount expended for merchandise cars; 


fences ; 


| totalamount expended for engineering; totalamount 


expended for agencies and other expenses during the 
past year; total costof road and equipment; amount 


| of assets or property held by the corporation in 


il (specify the different weights per yard ;) maximum 


addition to the cost of the road, 

Characteristics of Road.—Length of road; lengthef 
single track; length of double track; length of 
branches owned or operated by the company, stating 
whether they have a single or double track; aggre- 
gate length of sidings and other tracks, excepting 
main track and branches; weight of rail per yard in 
main road; weight of rail per yard in branch roads, | 
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grade, with its length, in main road; maximum 


grade, with its length, in branch roads: total rise 
and fall in main road; total rise and fallin branch 
roads; shortest radius of curvature, with length of 
curve, in main road; shortest radius of curvature. 
with length of curve, in branch roads; 
of curvature in main road; total degrees of curva 
ture in branch roads; total length of straight line in 
main road; total length of straight line in branches: 
aggregate length of woodea truss bridges: aggregate 
length of all other wooden bridges; aggregate leneth 
of iron bridges; whole length of road unfenced on 
both sides; number of public ways crossed at grade ; 
number of railroads crossed at grade; way stations 
for express trains; way stations for accommodation 
trains; flag stations; whole numberof way stations: 
whole number of flag stations. 

Doings during the Year.—Miles run by passenger 
trains; miles run by freight trains; miles run by 
other trains; total miles run; number of passengers 
carried in the cars; number of passengers carried 
one mile; number of tons of merchandise carried in 
the cars; number of tons of merchandise carried one 
mile; number of passengers carried one mile to and 
from other roads; number of tons carried one mile 
to and from other roads; rate of speed adopted for 
express passenger trains, including stops; average 
rate of speed actually attained by express passenge: 
trains, including stops and detentions; rate of speed 
adopted for accommodation trains; rate of speed 
actually attained by accommodation trains, includ 
ing stops and detentions; average rate of speed 
actually attained by special trains, including stop 
and detentions: average rate of speed adopted for 
freight trains, including stops. 

Expenditures for Working the Road.—For repairs 
of road, maintenance of way, and renewals of iron: 
numberof men employed, exclusive of those engaged 
in construction; for removing ice and snow, (thi 
item to include all labor, tools, repairs, and extra 


total degrees 





| steam power used.) 


| dise ears; for repairs of gravel and other cars; 


Motive Power and Cars.—¥ or repairs of locomotive 
for repairs of passenger cars; for repairs of merchan 
nun 
ber of engines; number of passenger cars; number 
of baggage cars; number of merchandise cars; num 
ber of other ears. 

Miscellaneous.—For fuel used by engines during 
the year: for oil used by cars and engines; for waste 
and other material for cleaning; for salaries, wages, 
and incidental expenses, chargeable to passenger 
department; for salaries, wages, and incidental ex 
penses, chargeable to freight department; for gra 
tuities and damages; for taxes and insurance; for 
ferries; for repairs of station buildings, aqueduets, 
fixtures, furniture; for renewals of iron, including 
laying down, [included in road repairs ;} for new iron 
laid down, deducting the value of old iron taken up: 
for amount paid other companies, in tolls for passen 
freight carried on their roads, specifying 
each company; for amount paid other companies as 
rent for use of their roads, specifying each company; 
for salaries of president, treasurer, superintendent, 
law expenses, office expenses of the above offic 
and all other expenses not included in any of th: 
foregoing items; total expenditures for working the 
road; total amount of interest paid during the yea 

lacome during the Year.—For passengers: 1. On 
main road, including branches owned or operated by 
company; 2. To and from other roads, specifying 
what. For freight: 1. On main road and branch: 
owned or operated by company; 2. To and from othe 
connecting roads; United States mails; rents; e» 
press; total income; net earnings, after deduct 
expenses. 


gers and 


Total Dividends Pai l or deel tred during t/ Yea 
Surplus not divided. 

Estimated Depreciation beyond the Renewals.—O't 
roads and bridges; buildings; engines and cars. 

Mortgage Debts.—Amount of debts secured by mort 


gage of road and franchise, or any property of th 


| corporation; number of mortgages on road and fr 


chise, or any property of the corporation. 

Mr. Chairman, my intention was to embrat 
every item of information that could be desire 
by the House or the country. I believe I hay 
done so. If I have not done so I will be glad 
if any gentleman will point out defects. | 
believe the amendment covers the whol 
ground, andI hope it will be adopted. | hav: 
no desire to keep back any information that 


| the country is entitled to. 


and the number of miles of straight line. 


Mr. ALLISON. I listened as carefully a 
I could to the reading of the amendment pro 
posed by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
{Mr. Twicnett,] and I do not think it is an 
improvement on the section as it stands. | 
think the gentleman from Massachusetts in 
cludes unnecessary details with reference to 
some minor matters and entirely omits som: 
very important matters, 

I do not think that it is especially impor 
to ascertain the number of miles of curvatur: 
i tie 
section as it stands proposes to ascertain the 
‘highest grade, including curvature.’ Now, 


tan 


| certainly that is all that is practicable or neces 


sary. ‘The gentleman’s amendment proposes 


\| a great many things in addition which it seems 









to me it would be very difficult to ascertain. 
[ do not think it is important to ascertain the 
number of feet of wooden bridges and the num- 
ber of feet of iron bridges unless you go still 
further and ascertain the age of those wooden 
bridges. 

Sut there is an omission in the schedule pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
that J regard as material, and that is to ascer- 
tain the amount charged for local freights and 
for local passengers per mile, and the amount 
charged for through freight and through pas- 
eenger per mile. Now, it seems to me quite 
important that in this schedule we should ascer- 
tain as nearly as we can the difference which 
the several railroads make between through 
‘ freights and local freights and through pas- 

enyger rates and local passenger rates. I 
believe that is entirely omitted in the schedule 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 

Mr. TWICHELL. The returns of the total 
amount of local rates and through rates are to 
be made separately. When you get the num- 
ber of miles of through freight and the number 
of local freight that gives you the information 
the gentleman desires. 

Mr. ALLISON. You get itin taking the 
amount of freight received from other roads. 

Mr. TWICHELL. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLISON. But it may be through 
freight or it miiy be local freight. What ! 
want to know is what it costs to transport a ton 
of freight from Pittsfield to Springfield as com- 
pared with the cost of the transportation of a 
ton of freight from Albany to Boston. We 
want to ascertain as nearly as we can the rates 
| do not think the schedule proposed by the 

rentleman from Massachusetts will ascertain 
these facts as clearly as they will be ascertained 
by the schedule in the bill as it stands. 

Mr. TWICHELL. If the gentleman wishes 
to make it more specific [ have not the slightest 
objection; but you arrive at it in my way. 

rhe question was put on the amendment; 
and no quorum voted. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH.  Iunderstand this to 

»a& very searching amendment. 

The CUAIRMAN. No further debate is in 
order, 

Mr. TWICHELL. I prepose, in order to 
meet the objection made by the gentleman 
from Towa, [Mr. ALLison,] to add ‘receipts 
per passenger and per ton for local and through, 
to be reported separately.”’ 

Mr. ALLISON. 1 will say to the gentle- 
man that that does not cover what I desire 

t all. 

The question was taken on Mr. Twicue..’s 
amendment, as modified; and it was dis- 
agreed to, 

Mr. PAINE. I move to further amend this 
ection by adding to it the following: 

ind also the number of marine disasters which 
securred to the lake and coast-wise commerce of the 
(United States in the year 1869, withthe number of 
lives and of vessels and the value of property lost. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. I would suggest 
that river navigation should also be included. 

Mr. PAINE. I will modify my amendment 
«oO as to include river navigation, 

The amendment, as modified, was then 
agreed to. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Imoveto further amend 


this section by adding to it the following: 


And every president, treasurer, secretary, general 
agent, or managing director of every corporation | 
who shall refuse or neglect to answer any question, 
or who shall knowingly give any false answers to any 
question asked him by virtue of the provisions of | 
(hissection, such ofticer shall forfeit and pay asum of 
not less than $500 nor more than $10,000, to be recov- 
ered by indictment in any court of competent juris- 
diction to the use of the United States. 


The gentleman having charge of this bill will 
notice that the amendment which was adopted 
to the fourteenth or fifteenth section requiring 
answers to questions refers only to the ques- 


tions embraced in the schedules. Now, if we || 
are going into inquiries contained in the sec- |) 
tion under consideration, it will be necessary |! 
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to have some means of compelling answers to 
them. Hence I offer this amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I think the 
amendment made to a former section will also 
apply to this section. It was so intended. 

Mr.BENJAMIN. That amendment specially 
refers to the schedules. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The gentleman 
would reach his object by asking unanimous 
consent atthe proper time to modify the former 
amendment so as to cover this section. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 will withdraw my 
amendment for the present. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. Gar- 
FIELD] who has charge of this bill to line 
fifty-six of this section for the purpose of 
making an inquiry, and if the answer corre- 
sponds to what I apprehend, then I desire to 
offer an amendment. There is notin the bill, 
nor in any of the amendments which I have 
heard read, any provision for obtaining the 
number of casualties. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. It is contained 
in the fifty-fifth line. 

Mr. MAYNARD. ‘That does not show the 
number of casualties. It reads, ‘‘also, con- 
cerning casualties, exhibiting separately the 
number of passengers or employés killed or 


| wounded.’’ I would move to amend by insert- 


ing after the word ‘‘number’’ the words 
‘*thereof and the number;’’ so that it will 
read, ‘‘ also, concerning casualties, exhibiting 
the number thereof and the number of passen- 


| gers or employés killed or wounded,’’ &e. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. There is no 
objection to that. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR. I move to further amend this 


| section by inserting after the words ‘also, 


total amount of debt’’ the words ‘in what 
country payable.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

No further amendment was offered to sec- 
tion twenty-seven. 

The next section was read, as follows: 


_ Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That the Super- 
intendent of the Census shall require each district 


superintendent or enumerator to obtain from every | 


publisher, proprietor, or editor of a newspaper, mag- 


| azine, or other periodical published within the dis- 


trict, acopy of the number bearing the date of the 
ist day of June, 187), or of the date nearest thereto, 
and also a statement of the number of copies pub- 
lished. And he shall require the copies thus obtained 
to be forwarded to the Census Office at Washington 
for classification and preservation. And he shall 


| require cach district superintendent to procure from 
the State and municipal and other corporate author- 


ities within his district such information as he may 
be able to procure relating to the amount of debt of 
each State, county, or other municipal corporation, 
and for what purpose such debt was incurred; the 
amount and rate of taxation, and the various pur- 
poses for which the tax was levied; the number of 
criminal prosecutions in each State and municipal 
government; the number ofarrests, convictions, and 


| acquittals. And for the purpose of carrying into 


effect all the provisions of this section the superin- 
tendent is required to prepare and issue all necessary 
instructions and such schedules as are not provided 
for by law to the district superintendent whose duty 
it shall be to obtain the required information. 

Mr. ALLISON. It occurs to me that there 
ought to be an amendment in the last clause 
of this section. The phrase ‘for the purpose 
of carrying into effect all the provisions of this 
section”’ should be modified so as to read “‘ pro- 
visions of this aet.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JENCKES. In order to make the bill 
symmetrical it is necessary to insert the words 
** special deputy’’ before the words ‘‘ or enum- 
erator,’’ near the beginning of the section. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. I move to amend this 
section byinserting after the words ‘‘ the num- 
ber of arrests, convictions, and acquittals’’ the 
following : 

For the year ending June 1, 1870; and with such 


| classification of crimes as the Secretary of the Inte- 


rior may direct. Also the number of civil actions 


| commenced during the year ending June 1, 1870, in 


courts of record ; the number of casescarried to courts 
of final resort in error or appeal ; the number of days 
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of court actually held during the year: the nun! 

of days devoted to civil and criminal’ business 
spectively; the number of jury trials, civil] aad orlat 
inal, respectively; the number of cases, ¢iy iT and 
criminal, finally determined in error or appeal - ye 
number of judges learned in the law, or asaoe; 
their salary, and additional compensation, if 


late ; 
any, 


I think itimportant, Mr. Chairman, that the 
information contemplated by this amendmey; 
should be obtained. It can be obtained without 
additional cost in the taking of this cengys. 
and it will be highly useful in all legislation 
bearing upon the judiciary of the United States 
and of the several States. So far as I havo 
conversed with gentlemen having this bill jg 
charge, 1 believe the amendment will meet 
their approval. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. BOLES. I move to amend the pending 
section by inserting after the word “incurred.” 
in line sixteen, the words ‘‘ and rates of inter 
est paid on such debt.”’ 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I desire to offer an 
amendment to which I understand the Com- 
mittee on the Census will assent. I move to 
amend by inserting after the word ‘ district,” 
in line thirteen of the pending section, the 
words ‘‘ excepting towns and cities with a less 
population than three thousand.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PAINE, I move to amend by striking 
out the words at the end of the pending sec- 
tion ‘‘to the district superintendent, whos: 
duty it shall be to obtain the required inform- 
ation.’’ ‘The amendment which has already 
been adopted on the motion of the gentleman 
from lowa [Mr. ALLison] renders necessary 
the change which I propose. As the section 
now stands with the gentleman’s amendment 
incorporated it is provided that— 

The superintendent is required to prepare and 
issue all necessary instructions and such schedulesas 
are not provided for by law to the district superin- 
tendent, whose duty it shall be to obtain the required 
information, for the purpose of carrying into effect 
all the provisions of this act. 

This provision as it stood prior to the adop 
tion of the amendment of the gentleman /rom 
lowa was perfectly consistent with the other 
parts of the bill, but it is not so now, because 
under section twenty-seven the information is 
to be obtained not by the district superintend- 
ents, but by the Superintendent of the Census. 
According to the language of the present sec- 
tion all the duty that was by section twenty 
seven devolved upon the Superintendent of the 
Census is apparently transferred to the district 
superintendents, yet such a transfer is abso- 
lutely impracticable. I have therefore sub 
mitted my amendment. 

Mr. ALLISON. I think the gentleman’ 


| proposition is all right. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. ARMSTRONG. I move to amend by 


inserting after the word ‘‘taxation,’’ in line 


sixteen of the pending section, the words ‘‘ and 


the rate of valuation for taxation of real and 


| personal estate, respectively, as compared with 


| the cash value.’ 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Thatisall right. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The next section, the 
last in the bill, is entirely made up except the 
first three lines of the proposed schedules. As 
these are very lengthy, and as members have 
them in their copies of the bill, the reading 
will be dispensed with if there be no objection. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to amend 
section thirty by inserting after the word 
‘‘that,’’ immediately following the enacting 
clause, the words ‘‘in addition to information 
hereinbefore required.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have but one 


/ amendment to offer to these schedules, and it 
| is one which I offer on behalf of the committee. 


It isto amend schedule number three by strik- 


(Commuss! 


issificat 
” ae a] 
lhe ( at 

ke oO 
strike ot 
wricult 
ond 10n | 
iitivatea 
‘Josed 
Nowing: 
treda 
1e pre 
The av 
Mr. G: 
| suggest 
separate 
Mr. JI 
them all 
Mr. Gz 
consider: 
TheCl 
sone Si 
ment of 
Mr. ‘ 
:mendm 
The C 
After tl 
utendent 
to the dis 
und requ 
liect th 
rt ‘* sul 
such info 
ranged s¢ 
tabulatec 
this act; 
so that it 
Sec. 29 
intenden 
t ithe dis 
and requ 
and to « 
tained 
act, suite 
such inf 
ranged s 
tabulate 
this act. 
Mr. J 
strike o 
may be 
Mr. ( 
tion WL 
the gen 
that am 
sued he 
his amy 
sehedul 
vail, tl 
schedu 
Mr. | 
gentler 
will th 
ment? 
The 
Mr. | 
out pre 
ment? 
lhe 
Out pre 
to ame 
gentle 
that wi 
Mr. 
yield t 
Mr. 

to pro 
[he 
dence 
Rhode 
Mr. 
imend 
ules n 
On to 
to inse 
teen o 
earnin 
incom 
salary 
more) 
very i 
Mr. 








columns ! numbers hree, four, hive, 


{ 
Tt ua 
1} g out ta , ; , 
— 1". and inserting in lieu thereof the lines 
. 7 l Ls 4 
rin » | will ask the Clerk toread. The amend- 
al . +s offered upon a suggestion from the 
3 secsioner of Agriculture, who thinks the 
Geation will be improved by the change 
ssific: , p 5 
t} rhe Clerk read as follows: 
ut i J 7 
ent srike out on page 29, s thedule three, “statistics 
' rejeulture under the heading rhe farm, i 
Ot ition and value.” the words “‘cultivated; not 
sus, rivated; wood-land; uncultivated pasture and 
ion ‘elosed prairie ;’’ and in lieu thereof insert the 
: > tilled: untilled; acres infarm; mowed; 
ile 78 » i oe lland: acre: ‘luded 
rei asineommons; woodland; acres (includes 
ave }e pre ding.)”’ 
‘ic ‘he amendment was agreed to. 
eet 


fr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 
st that these schedules be considered as 
narate sections. 


1 crore 


Ing Mr. JENCKES. I have a motion to strike 
1, them all out. 
er Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I object to their 


nsideration as a whole. 


CHAIRMAN. They will be considered 


an ye section for the purpose of the amend- 
m- ment of the gentleman from Rhode Island. 

to Mr. JENCKES. [ move the following 
t, nendment. 


1e Clerk read as follows: 





After the word ‘‘the,’’ in line one, insert ** Super- 
rendent of the Census shall prepare and distribute 
, the district superintendents and others authorized 
nd required to make enumeration of the people t 

ing lleet the;’’ after the word “‘act.’’ in line three, in- 
ec- ‘suitable blank forms and schedules calling for 
ich information, and each particular thereof, ar 

inged so that the resultse¢ an bec olle 





sted, classified, 
ulated, and re po rted within the period fixed by 





uly this act:” and strike out all ; * the word “act;”’ 
an sthat it will read: " fis ; 

fan Suc. 29, And be it further enacted, That the Super 
AYY ntendent of the Census shall prepare and distribute 
ion tothe district superintendents and others authorized 


id required to make the enumeration of the p: 
id to collect the statistical information, to be 
tained in aceordance with the provisions of this 
. suitable blank forms and schedules calling for 
‘+h information, and each particular thereof ar 


ople 





8 nged so that the results ean. be coll: ited, classified, 

_ tabulated, and reported within the period fixed by 
A his act. 

Mr. JENCKES. I will waive my motion to 

strike out for the r present so that amendments 


may be made to the schedule. 


10s Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. | hope the ques- 
aa tion will be taken first on the amendment of 
Sa the gentleman from Rhode Island. Action on 
d that amendment will settle the course to be pur- 
= sued hereafter. Ifthe House proposes to adopt 
s amendment, then any time spent on these 
. ehedules will be wasted. If it does not pre- 
Ie vail, then we can proceed to consider the 
‘ot schedules, 
0- Mr. CONGER. If the amendment of the 
3 gentleman from Rhode Island does not prevail 
will these schedules then be open to amend- 
a! ment? 


The CHAIRMAN 
Mr. CONGER. 
= out pre 
ment? 


ne The CHAIRMAN. 


They will. 
Then ifthe motion to strike 
rails they will not be open to amend- 


If the motion to strike 


e out prevails it would not be in order to move 
nad inn . 7 
“tl to amend the eer stricken out. If the 
re gentleman has an amendment to the schedules 
ht that will be first in Gates 

= Mr. JENCKES. In that view I proposed to 


yield to amendments of the schedules. 

ne . Mr. HALDEMAN. I have an amendment 

to propose to the schedules. 

As lhe CHAIRMAN. That will take prece- 

ve dence of the amendment of the gentleman from 

ug Rhode Island. 

n. Mr. HALDEMAN. I prefer to have my 
imendment considered now, so that the sched- 

rd ales may be perfected before we are called 

rd on to strike them out. My amendment is, 


ng to insert between columns thirteen and four- 
yn teen of the population schedule a column on 
earnings, under which I propose to obtain the 
ncome from wee kly and annual wages from 
_ salary from profession or trade. I urge it the 
it more strenuously now because I consider it a 
e. very important subject. 


k- Mr. HOAR. Will the gentleman add 
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come from other that if a person 
possess a little property it may appear? 

Mr. HALDEMAN. IL have no objection to 
that. The motion ofthe gentleman from Rhode 
Ish and makes it still it more imperative that I 

hould insist upon myamendmentnow. That 
which I desire to ascertain is not asked in the 
present schedule and I do not know that it 
would be asked by the Superintendent of the 
Census. Idesirean expre asion of opinion and 
vote by this House on it. 

Mr. Chairman, [ propose that between col- 
umns thirteen and fourteen of the population 
schedule we insert a column uated earnings, 
under which those receiving a certain amount 
from wages shall name it, and with the distin- 
guishing letter W; those receiving a certain 
amount from salary shall name it with the dis- 
tinguishing letter S, those receiving a certain 
amount of professional income shall name it 
with the distinguishing letter P, and those 
receiving a certain amount from trade, shall 
name it with the distinguishing letter _ 

My first argument in favor of the insertion 
of this column in the population schedule is, 
that you have sought to obtain the income from 
labor in the agricultural schedule No. 3, in the 
manufacturing, mechanical, and mining sched- 
ule, No. 4, in the schedule on fisheries, No. 
5, in the schedule for mercantile or trading 
establishments, No. 6, in the schedule for 
social statistics, No. 7, whether of teachers or 
of preachers, and in schedule No. 7, for the 
charitable. sanitary, reformatory, and penal 
institutions; and that having sought to obtain 
this information in various subdivisions of the 
great subject, you should attempt to obtain it 

whole, and through that schedule whic! 
to reach all the people in their 
various occupations and pursuits, and whether 
included in some of those subdivisions named 
or not. My second argument is that the in- 
formation I seek was partial y sought by the 
census of 1850 and 1860, in the schedule 
industry and otherwise; and that he whose 
name is most permanently associated with much 
that is good in those censuses, Mr. Kennedy, 
recommends that we should obtain in the popu- 
lation schedule *‘ income from the special oecu- 
pation or profession by which the people are 
returned.’’ No man can accuse Mr. Kennedy 
of recommending wild attempts at innovation 
upon the bill with which his fame is connected, 
nor can he be accused of a readiness to sacri- 
fice practicability to a vague desire of obtaining 
impossible statistics. 

My third argument is that that portion of the 
census effort of 1850 and 1860 which has re- 
ceived the highest commendations of statistical 
congres and statists of Kurope, and which 
they are yetseeking and advising the imitation 
attempt to ascertain the aggregate 
wealth of this country and its aggregate income 
by classes, in a census. Without referring to 
previous reports of statistical congresses, | 
hold in my hand the Project of Programme of 
the statistical congress which was held at the 
Hague in September last. It was prepared by 
the able Mr. Baumhauer, and furnished the 
skeleton upon which their work was divided 
and debates conducted. ‘To the third section 
or committee was given the subject of finance, 
and under it the most important topic was con- 
sidered to be the annual revenue of a nation 
and its taxes. Under the head of the annual 
revenue of a nation the Project of Programme 
says: 

‘The congress of statistics at Viennain 1857 oceu- 
pied itself seriously w rith the financial question, with 


the internation”. object of comparing the sum total 


of public expenditures in each country with the 
This comparison 


sources, SO 


as a 


is designed 


| of 


ses 


of, is our 


number of inhabitants per capita. 
only acquires all its economical value when we know 
the financial resources of its inh vbita nem X he publie 
revenue, or the revenue of the § he depart- 


ments or provinees, the communes an ad othe r public 
establishments is only a portion of that mass of val- 
ues, the product of vork of the totality of its 





ated under the name of 
This revenue is the annual 
» State, mandatory of all the pro- 
1¢ first place a portion for the public 
ii aving fixed the proportion of tax 


citizens, which is de 
the national rev 
harvest whence th 
ducers, takes in 
service. After 


enue, 


th 
I 


GLOBE. 


L57 


we must then try to estimate! valu fthe 
Even with approximative rest 18 © 
without utility, since the solution depen 

positiv e i gures than upon a on approximation or pro- 
portional figures. Although not rigorously exact, a 
similar method applied from year to year or period 

ically may enable us to apprec iate the degree of 
increase or decrease in the well-! yecing of Line 
of a people.” 


Further on the Project of I 


narvest. 
(fert is not 
ds le ss upon 


whole 


Programme says: 
‘*Among the efforts to arrive at a solution” 

Of this fundamental question 

English researches, the 
ting the situation of the em 

pire in France, of the kingdom in Belgium, and, 
above all, the decennial researches in the United 
States, which are an inventory in detail containing 
a Valuation of the « rude material, the buildings, the 
machines, the other ruments of production, the 
sums paid in salary, the value of the object fabri- 
cated in the different branches of industry,” &c. 

My fourth argument is, that there is a strong 
belief, especially in the western, middle, and 
southern that our system of finance, 
whether wittingly or unwittingly, is calculated 
for the benefit of the capitalists and the injury 
of the laboring people. When our immense 
national debt yields an interest of from six to 
ten per cent., andthe one thousand eight hun- 
dred national banks are earning from ten to 
twenty per cent. on their capital stock, it is 
believed that the laboring man is being impov 

> 

erished, and accumulated capital unduly fos 

tered. This feeling is producing wide-spread 
dissatisfaction, and that dissatistaction is just. 
This Government was not founded for the pur- 
pose of building up mammoth corporations, 
giant capitalists, or wealthy classes, but it was 
founded by the people and for the people. And 
if it be true that the wealth of the whole land 
is being sapped up by, and goes to increase 
the accumulated wealth of the cities and the 
few, then is this Government failing in the 
object for which it was founded. For, in the 
words of an honest man, an accurate scholar 
and able thinker of whom the present agitators 

New England are but as copper change for 
a piece of 1 gold coin, Theodore Park 
a piece of good gold coin, Theodore Parker, 
who says: 


‘it is sufficient to name the 
periodical labors respec 








inet 


State $ 


‘That is not the most 
an exceptional class of 
well-minded, 


successful nation which has 
men, highly cultured, well- 
well-born, well-bred, at the 


bodied, 


one end of society; and at the other: a mighty multi 


tude, an instantial class, poor, ill-born, ill-bred, ill 


bo died, and ill-minded too, asin England; but th: at 
is the most successful nation which has tho whole 
body of its people well-born, well-bred, well-bodiod 
and well-minded too; and those are the best insti- 
tutions which agvompiie sh this best; those worst, 
which accomplish it least.” 

Mr. Chairman, the power, greatness, true 
happiness and glory of a people do not so 
much depend upon the aggregate of its wealth 
as upon its equal distribution. England has 
a commerce of $2,500,000,000 of imports 
and exports, and her annual income, of which 
$1,575,000,000 are earned in weekly wages by 
the laboring classes, is $4,000,000,000. Yet, 
notwith: standing this vastincome and constantly 
increasing wealth, the number of her paupers 
increases even morerapidly. In 1844 the num- 
ber of confirmed paupers was 800,000, and 
they cost £4,976,000; in 1854 the number was 
864,000, and the expenditure was £5,232,000; 
in 1864 the paupers had risen to 1,014,000, and 
the expenditure to £6,423,000; and in 1867 
there were 1,040,000 paupers, and their cost wa 
£6,939,000. In the last seven years the neuer 
lation had increased seven percent, ; the num- 
ber of paupers had increased nine per cent. ; 
and there was an increase in the expenditure 
of thirty percent. In Englandand Wales there 
are, at the present moment, one million of 
actual and ‘‘systematic’’ paupers; half a mil 
lion of the loose and dangerous classes ; one 
million on the verge of pauperism, dependent 
part of their time on charity; and another mil 
lion and a half of workmen and laborers who 
depend upon odd jobs and chance employment 
for a livelihood. 

Were the vast wealth of En, 
tributed it would, in proportion to its numbers, 
be the most powerful and truly great people 
underthesun ; forthisequal distribution would 
result in healthy and comfortable food and 


gland equally dis 
] ) 








a 
: 
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and in education and rational life, 
which would in tarn be followed by a largely 
liminished mortality in the sensitive years of 
childbood, in a much longer duration of the pro- 
ductive periods of life, and a general increase of 
the average life of a generation. I want, there- 
fore, to ascertain what progress has been made 
toward the building up of distinctive poor and 
rich classes in this country ; I waits 

obtaining through this census an estimate of the 
weekly wages from labor, trade, profession, or 
salary, what classes are earning in this coun- 
try, and how much they are taxed on tea, cof- 


dwellings 


fee, their utensils, and otherwise, in proportion || 


to their weekly or annual income; for just 
taxation must be apportioned according to the 
ability to bear; and I do not like, Mr. Chair- 
man, the tendency of things recently exempli- 
fied at a celebration in New York, whereat 
assisted the men most eminent in finante and 


trade, in the pulpit or press, at the bar, on the || 
bench, or in politics, because it was the glori- | 


fication of a man who has become rich in the 
same measure that the masses have been im- 
poverished. The celebration was a measure 
of the false and deadly ideas now so prevalent, 
and tells us who are here to legislate for the 
people under a republican form of government 
to beware how we legislate for classes who 
might become so rich as to render arepublican 
form of government an impossibility. It may 
be that this attempted apotheosis of a living 
railroad king instead of being a monument of 
glory for a successful speculator and capitalist 
is a monument of shame for Congress. 


MESSAGE FROM TITE PRESIDENT. 


ifere the committee rose informally ; and | 


the Speaker having resumed the chair, a mes- 
sage in writing from the President was com- 
municated to the House by Mr. Horace Por- 
rer, his Private Secretary. 

NINTIT CENSUS—AGAIN, 

The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. HOAR. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the last word. I hope, 
Mr. Chairman, that the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania _ HALDEMAN | 
will in substance be adopted. While the bill 
makes provision for obtaining the statistics of 
wealth and capital embarked in business, it 
totally neglects any attempt to obtain the sta- 
tistics of the greatest interest of this country, 
which is labor. 

It is true that these schedules provide that 
each manufactory or mechanical establishment 
shall return what sums they pay to their labor- 
ers inthe aggregate. Bat no distinction is made 
between the day laborer who has his two dol- 
lars a day and the superintendent who has his 
$20,000 a year in some cases. 

I say if there is one question which more 
than another is presenting itself to the states- 
men of America to-day it is the question what 
is the just and proper distribution of the joint 
profits of labor snl capital between the laborer 
and the capitalist. That question has been 
answered in some forms of society by the capi- 
talist owningthe laborer; it has been answered 
in some foreign countries by the capitalist say- 
ing to the laborer, ‘‘ I will give you just enough 
to keep you from starving, as I do to my horse 
or my oxen, and that is all I will give.’’ 

Now, the American laborer confronts his 
employer in this way: he says, ‘‘I know I 
cannot stop to bargain with you, because the 
day's labor which [ have got to sell will pass 
away, will be consumed if I delay to discuss 
with you your offer of wages. I cannot wait 
to do this while my family is starving; but I 
present myself to you with a vote in my hand, 
and I say to you that unless you divide justly 
and fairly I will shake to pieces your institu- 
tions; I will make your laws; I will tax your 
property as to me seems best.’’ Now, the 
American laborer when he takes this ground 
must be met with such facts, with such argu- 
ments, with such statistics as will appeal to his 
sense of justice and sense of truth; and the 


| 


earn, by || 


statistics asked for in the amendment of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Hatpemay } 
will imperfectly but in a degree enable us to 
answer the question to which I have referred ; 
that is, it will enable us to see whether to-day 
the profits of American industry are divided 
between the laborer and the capitalist in such 


proportion that after the capitalist has received | 
a just interest and insurance on his capital, and | 


after he has received his own fair compensation 
as a skilled laborer and superintendent, the rest 
of the profit is divided substantially among the 


‘| laborers. If that be found to be true, this move- 


| 


|| tion of the year.”’ 
| to have this information, and that the proper 
| place for it is between columns seventeen and 
| eighteen, under the head of ‘‘education.’’ I 
| think it is of consequence that our school | 
| statistics should show the facts that will be 
I hope, therefore, | 


| Mr. WILKINSON. 
would be better to have this in schedule seven, | 


| under the heading ‘‘ statistics of education.”’ 
| Mr. ARNELL. 


ment which is pressing upon us willcease. If 
it be found to be untrue, it will continue until 
| the state of things I have pointed out shall exist 
| and be recognized. I trust the amendment 
| will be adopted. I withdraw my amendment 
to the amendment. 

The question being taken on Mr. Ha.pe- 
MAN’S amendment, it was agreed to. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I would pro- 
| pose that the committee now take a vote at 


| once on the amendment of the gentleman from 
|| Rhode Island, [Mr. Jenckes. ] 


Mr. ARNELL. I object. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. ‘The gentleman 


'| from Rhode Island proposes to strike out all 


the schedules and leave it to the superintend- 
| ent to arrange the schedules. I am opposed 
| to his proposition, and I want to get the decis- 
| ion of the committee on it that we may know 


| is being wasted or not. 
| Mr. CONGER. I object. 

Mr. ARNELL. I move to amend schedule 
No. 1, on page 28, by inserting between col- 
| umns seventeen and eighteen, under the head- 
ing of ** education,’’ a column with the words 


| persons between six and sixteen years of 


age who do not attend school during any por- 
I think that it is desirable 


elicited by this inquiry. 
that the committee will agree to the amendment. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Say “ fifteen’’ 
years of age instead of ‘‘ sixteen.’’ 
Mr. ARNELL. I consent to that. 
It seems to me that it 


I think it comes in more 








} 
} 





| 
| 
| 


| 


| Mr. WILKINSON. 
| change. 


| tice.” 


properly in the family schedule. 
I do not insist on the 


The amendment was agreed to; the word 


| ** fifteen’’ being substituted for the word “ six- 


teen.”’ 

Mr. ARNELL. I move to amend schedule 
No. 1, at page 28, by inserting after the word 
‘* relative,’ incolumn four, the word ‘‘ appren- 
I think the information to be obtained 


whether our time in discussing these schedules | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





December 15, 
tions of many of the States prohibit from Votins 
those who were originally prohibited by the 
fourteenth amendment, and other exaction: 
have been made beyond what the fourteentl, 
amendment contained. I propose in a hen 
way to get atthe number of men disfranchised 
because of their participation in the rebellio; 
as a matter of colittest history, so that the 
people of the country may see that a larop 


| number of men—some of them the best citizens 





| 


in that column will be a little more full and | 


definite if the word ‘ apprentice’’ is added. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ROGERS. I offer the following amend- | 


ment: 
After column fourteen, schedule one, page 24, add 


in the community—are denied the right to par. 
ticipate in the legislation which is to tax them 


' and govern them. 


Now, sir, 1 want this information for th. 
reasons I have stated and for another reagon 


| These men are denied the right to participate 


in making the laws which are to govern, no 
only themselves, but me, and I consider tha; 
if these restrictions were removed the legis. 


| lation of the State in which I live would he 
| very mnch better than it is, not only for those 


who are proscribed, but for myself and for tho 
whole people. 

I heard the other day with great pleasure 
the remarks of a gentleman here about the 
great fundamental principles which gover, 
representation and taxation, and it carried me 
back to the days when these noble men, armed 
with this great idea, came together and gaye 


| us the liberty which we have to-day of being 





in this Hall and legislating for this now yast 
country. I say that many of the men who 
are proscribed are the best men we have, and 
by reason of the abridgment of their right to 
vote in the State of Arkansas to-day under the 
existing rule the rate of taxation upon the 
valuation of the property of the people amounts 
to from five al a half to six per cent., and 
this valuation is made by men appointed by 
the Governor, having four years to serve, and 
having a compensation out of the amount of 
taxes levied and assessed upon the people. 

I want the country to know just exactly the 
number of men thus proscribed by the consti- 
tutions of the States of this Union. I think it 
is an eminently proper inquiry. Every man 
desires this information. No one can tell 
to-day how many men are disfranchised. Gen- 


tlemen on the Democratic side of the House 
| charge that there are many more perhaps than 


| 


a separate column headed as follows: ** Number of |! 


citizens of the United States denied the right to vote 
because of their participation in the late rebellion.”’ 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope that will | 


not be put in the bill. 
Mr, ROGERS. My attention has been called 
to this matter by column fifteen, where inform- 


have thought this amendment right and proper 
in view of the little that seems to be known 


many men in the United States are denied the 


right to vote because of participation in the |, 
re 


ellion. Many gentlemen have said that the 
fourteenth amendment does not exclude men. 
It does not after the States have been recog- 
nized as States in the Union, but the constitu- 


there really are, while gentlemen on the Re- 
publican side say that the number is much 
smaller. I propose asa matter of political his- 
tory to have this information taken accurately. 

Mr.GARFIELD,of Ohio. Itrustthisamend- 
ment will not prevail. To know how many men 
are excluded from voting on account of parti- 
cipation in the rebellion might be a piece of 
curious information, and perhaps interesting, 
but I can see no special statistical value that 
would result from the obtaining of it; and 
moreover it would be rather an offensive thing, 
it seems to me, to put that question to people 
when there is no requirement in the Constitu- 
tion and no necessity to put the inquiry. | 
hope the amendment will not prevail. 

The question was taken on Mr. Rocer’s 
amendment ; and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move, in order 
to correct a clerical omission, to insert in the 
fifteenth column of the schedule, between the 
words ‘‘ under’’ and “‘ year,’’ the word *‘ one.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the third schedule. 

Mr. JENCKES. Before leaving this schedule 
I wish to ask the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
GARFIELD] aquestion. I see that the eighteenth 


| and nineteenth columns of the first schedule 
ation of a similar character is sought, and I | 


require the value of real estate owned. I would 
ask the gentleman whether he expects to require 


| from each person with whom these schedules 
upon the part of many gentlemen as to how | 


are left an explicit answer to each one of these 


| interrogatories ? 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. That is what 


is required, and that is what was required at 


the last census. 


Mr. JENCKES. Thatis one of the reasons 


| why I move to strike them out. 


1869. 
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1869. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I would raise || 

» point of order that we have already passed 
-> the consideration of the second schedule. 

ir. J ENCKES. Iinterposed before thesec- | 
ond section was taken up, so that [am in order. 
“The gentlemen says that one of the reasons 
for retaining these interrogatories here is be- 
~quse they were in the schedule of the last cen- 
ve tis because these interrogatories were + 

+ answered accurately in the schedules of the 

+ census, but furnished a real obstruction to | 
the taking of that census, that I have moved | 
to strike them out. 

(Consider a moment what the effect of these 
questions is. All property now owned in the 
(Tnited States, real and personal, is subject to | 
‘axation by the State or municipal authorities, 
and it is assessed for that purpose. The State 
statutes imposing taxes require a statement to | 
he rendered of the value of the property; and 
‘fit is not rendered, then the assessors proceed 
to value the property as they think proper and | 

ist. Now, we all know how rare itis that any 
nerson sends in his valuation of his real estate | 
or his schedule of his personal estate, but pre- | 
fers rather to risk an increase of taxation than | 
to do so. 

There are many persons, by far the great 
majority of persons who have small properties, 
who cannot afford to pay the $100 here imposed 
as a penalty for not answering correctly, but 
must answer all these questions. But any 
person who holds a large amount of property, 
and thinks he may escape taxation by refusing | 
or neglecting to answer the questions will say, 
‘| will not answer these questions, and you 
may collect your $100 if you can.’’ We will 
thus fail to collect the very information which 
we most desire to obtain underthese schedules. 
'o the poor man it will be a burden of $100 fine 
ora statement of the exact amount of his prop- | 
erty, while those who hold large amounts of 
property will escape entirely by the payment | 
of what to them will be a small sum. 

Now, how can you expect under the penalty 
if this act to get from one of these railroad 
kings a statement of his property? Not atall. 
One of them may own eighty or a hundred 
million dollars’ worth of property, more than 
ten thousand of the small property owners of 
the country may possess, yet the sinall property 
owner will be forced to give a statement of his 
property. And so of all persons whose prop- 
erty is not within the State boundaries, such 
as ships, &c.; they will all escape, or may ren- 
der untrue or unsatisfactory returns to these 
schedules. ‘The greater portion of the property 
so held will in all probability not be returned 
atall. ‘This provision will prove to be a bur- 
den to the poor, and will only open a door of 
escape for the rich. 

Mr. PAINE. How would the gentleman | 
obtain the information to which he refers ? 

Mr. JENCKES. The best way is to take the 
assessed value. 

Mr. PAINE. Assessed by whom? 

Mr. JENCKES. By the local assessors. In 

the part of the country where I live the assess- 
ment is very thorough and searching, in other 
parts of the country it may not be as searching. 
But I would not subject every person with whom 
these schedules may be left to a penalty of $100 
fine should he not answer such questions as 
these. 
_ Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The gentleman 
is mistaken in saying that nothing in the way 
of information was obtained by means of those 
inguiries in the last census. 

Mr. JENCKES. No accurate information. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Very well; the 
gentleman seems to forget that for years past 
we have been proceeding upon these returns 
of the value of property in our assessment of | 
taxes. The gentleman also forgets that we 
base our distribution of the national currency | 
upon the amount so returned of the property | 
ot the country and its distribution throughout 
the country. He will remember the import- | 
ance of this in many particulars. 


| the assessed value.”’ 


| property. 


So far is this from being a burdensome and 
inquisitorial demand which can have no refer- 
ence to taxation, that, as the gentleman will 
see, if he will reflect for a moment, the question 
to be propounded, according to the proposi- 
tion of the bill, isnot ‘‘How much do you 
own in this town or in this State ?’’ but ‘‘ What 
is the total value of your estate, whether it 
consists in western lands or in eastern stocks?’’ 
The answer to this question will give no clew 
whatever for the purposes of taxation. Every 
man with any considerable amount of property 
has that property so distributed that to give the 
total in this way will not subject him to any 
special danger of being over assessed. I know 
of no way, Mr. Chairman, by which we can get 
anything that approximates accuracy in this 
regard unless we require of each person in the 
United States a statement of the net value of 
his estate, realand personal. Ido not suppose 
that the information on this subject can be ob- 
tained with perfect accuracy. We do notin any 
statistical information achieve more than ap- 
proximate accuracy ; but it appears to me that 
we shall approximate it more closely in this 
way than by any other means. 

The gentleman says ‘‘ get the returns from 
But how is the assessed 
value made up? In my State it is made up by 
an assessment of one half to two thirds of the 
real value ; in other States it is made up by an 
assessment at another rate or another percent- 
age. If we take the assessed value we have 
no means of arriving at the real value of the 
Hence the committee have thought 
it best to insert these columns of inquiry, and 
I hope they will be retained. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. PAINE. 


I desire to offer an amend- 


| ment to schedule No. 2, which I have no doubt 


the chairman of the sub-committee will accept. 
I move to provide that under the column re- 


| lating to color the letters ‘* W,’’ ‘*B,’? ** M,”’ 


&c., be inserted in the same manner as in the 
returns of population. In this way the per- 


son making these returns will understand how | 


to make them. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The committee 
omitted that in schedule No. 2 simply because 
specimens had been given in the preceding 
schedules. 

Mr. PAINE. Then, as L understand, it was 


/ contemplated by the committee that the re- 
| turns should contain those letters; yet unless 


we provide for it by special enactment the 


| returns will not be made in that form. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no objec- 


tion to the amendment. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to move 
an amendment, merely clerical, which I am 
instructed to offer by the committee. The fifth 
column of the second schedule was by acci- 
dent misplaced ; it should come in as the ninth 
column. I move to amend by transferring it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CONGER. 


I move to amend schedule 


| three by inserting the following: 


| cord-wood; 


Products of the forest: 74, saw-logs; 75, square 
and flattened timber; 76, spars and boom-poles; 77, 
78, telegraph and fence-posts; 79, shin- 
gles and bolts; 80, staves and hoops; 81, tan-bark; 
52, nuts and fruits. 

Mr. Chairman, I observe that in these sched- 
ules the committee have provided for a return 
of the article of hops, a comparatively incon- 
siderable product. They have even provided 
in their schedule fora return of peanuts; ause- 
ful thing doubtless upon the cars as we travel 
to and fro, but I do not know how valuable 
they may be to the commercial interests of the 


| gountry. But in all these schedules there is no 


| 


provision for the return of the leading products 
of some seven or eight of the States of this 
Union, products such as those enumerated in 
the amendment I have just offered. In all the 
northwestern States, where the timber has not 
been taken from the soil, the articles named in 
the amendment forma large portion of the pro- 
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ductive wealth of the country: yet in these 
schedulesthere is no provision for the enumer- 
ation of these products. It is unnecessary, I 
presume, for me to enlarge upou this matter, 
for I think the Committee of the Whole will at 
once see the importance of having an enumer- 
ation of these products whose value is num- 
bered by millions of dollars annually. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I trust that the 
amendment of the gentleman will not prevail, 
and for the reason that it will too much increase 
the inquiries under this schedule. Everything 
about lumber proper will be taken under th: 
schedule of manufactures. 

he gentleman has called my attention to 
the matter of the rough produce of the forests. 
While I should like to have all the information 
we can get, still I think we cannot go into all 
this minutiz. 

The gentleman from Michigan says that pea- 
nuts are included while this great interest of 
lumber is left out. His surprise in reference 
to peanuts is about the same as mine was when 
I first had the subject brought to my attention. 
It brought a smile upon the face of all of the 
committee, But, sir, letters came to us from 
responsible gentlemen saying that upon the 
south bank of the James river, between Nor- 
folk and Petersburg, they raise $1,000,000 
annually of peanuts. That is the product of 
that single district, and it is only one of the 
many districts where that article is produced. 
From this the gentleman will see that it is not 
a subject to be talked Jightly of. 

One other thing I will call to his attention. 
He never probably went to a ‘‘ corner grocery” 
or to corner stands where peanuts are sold in 
abundance. They are sold in all parts of the 
United States, and gentlemen from the South 
have asked us earnestly to include them in this 
schedule. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Chairman, I will say 
frankly to the gentleman from Ohio that I have 
not attended pea-nut stands and cannot tell the 
amount of peanuts sold over the United States ; 
but, sir, I have seen them in my travels. If 
there is $1,000,000 worth of peanuts raised in 
the South there are three hundred and fifty 
million saw-logs raised in the State of Michigan 


| alone every year, which are worth ten dollars a 


thousand. Let the gentleman compute their 
worth if he has his slate. In the article of 
staves, which furnish a great portion of the 
commerce of this country, there are millions 
of dollars cut out in the State of Michigan and 
millions in every other northern State. Still 
they are not mentioned in any schedule. So 
with cord-wood, so with tan-bark, so with 
shingles. I say to the gentleman and to the 
committee that there is not one of those arti- 
cles I have enumerated which would be em- 
braced in any of these schedules. 

Now, the whole tier of States and Territories, 
beginning with Maine and running across this 
continent, are interested in having an exhibi- 
tion of the products of the forests; many of the 
southern States are also interested init. It is 
not pine wood alone I refer to, but oak and 
hemlock and spruce, and all the other products 
of the forest. I know that peanuts swell up 
into enormous dimensions, but they should not 
exclude all the other leading products of the 
country. That is all I have to sayto the com- 
mittee and to the House. Peanuts should not 
be included and the products of the forest 
excluded. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ARNELL. In schedule three, statistics 
of agriculture, | move to insert in the farm 
schedule the following: 

Amount of wages per diem paid to each adult male; 
amount of wages perdiem paid to each adult female; 
amount of wages per diem paid to each male minor; 
amount of wages per diem paid to each female minor. 

The object of that amendment, Mr. Chair- 
man, is simply to get at the amount paid to 
each laborer. As the schedale now stands it 
seems to me that this is not provided for. 

Mr. WILKINSON. This would make four 


“et 
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additional columns. 
seventy-three columns, double the number of 
interrogatories contained in the schedule in 
160. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Eight have just 
been added on the products of the forests. 

Mr. WILKINSON. This would make eighty- 
five altogether. I should like to have that 
information, and more, but I fear that we may 
so overload this billas to break it down. The 
echedule in 1860, when doubled up, was as 
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The committee reported | 


| 


I trust my amendment will be accepted by the 
gentleman who has the bill in charge. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

Here the committee rose informally ; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message 
from the Senate, by Mr. Gorman, its Secre- 
tary, announced that the Senate had passed 
a joint resolution (S. R. No. 77) authorizing a 


distribution of the copies remaining in the 


much as the enumerator could carry under his || 


arm. We have doubled that, and I 
oppose these amendments. 
‘The amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. BIRD. 
hy striking out in column sixty-eight the words 
‘value of orchard products and berries,’’ and 
inserting additional columns to show separately 
the value of apples, peaches, and berries, truck 
and garden produce. In many sections of our 
country it is of very great importance to show 
precisely and definitely these values. Allusion 
has been made to some of the minor topics 
embraced in this schedule. I may say that in 
1866 it was estimated that over a million dol- 
lars’ worth of berries were shipped from the 
State of New Jersey alone. 


In the same year | 


must | 


from a single depot in the county of Hunter- | 


don over eighty thousand baskets of peaches 
were shipped. It must be clear to the com- 
mittee on a moment's reflection that the 


returns of these articles when fully made will | 


show a result fitted to startle those portions of 
the people who are not in the habit of raising 
apples, peaches, berries, truck, and garden 
produce, and will also afford evidence that in 
certain sections where agricultural interests 
have heretofore been neglected soils which 
have been comparatively barren have, through 
the proper instrumentalities, yielded very won- 
drous results, and have increased almost incal- 
culably the wealth ofthe cuuntry. I trust that 
the committee will listen to the proposition, 
and that the amendment I have offered will 
prevail. 

The question was taken on Mr. Brrn’s amend- 
ment; and it was disagreed to ; there being— 
uyes twenty-eight, noes not counted. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
tion of several gentlemen who say that the use 
of the word ‘*‘harvested’’ will be troublesome 
with reference to some crops—for instance 
cotton, with which a great many acres are 
planted that are never harvested—I move to 
strike out the word ‘‘harvested’’ wherever it 
occurs in schedule No. 3, allowing simply the 
words ‘‘acres’’ and *‘ bushels’’ toremain. If 


At the sugges- | 





this is done it will cure all the ambiguity of | 


which several gentlemen have spoken to me. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. Does the gentleman 
from Ohio propose to substitute any other word 
in the place of that which he strikes out? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I propose to 
substitute nothing at all. There was no corre- 
sponding word in the old schedules, and there 
will be less difficulty if simply the words 
‘‘acres’’ and ‘‘ bushels”’ are left. 

Mr. DOX. I move the following substitute 
for the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio; 

In schedule No. 3, under the word “‘ hay,’ strike 
outthe word “ harvested” and insert the words “cut 
and secured ;” under the word “‘cotton” strike out 
the word “harvested” and insert the word “‘planted:” 
and add to the word *‘ pounds” the words “‘gathered 
in the seed’ and the words “the number of bales 
<n four hundred and fifty pounds each pro- 

{ hope this will accomplish what the gentle- 
man from Ohio (Mr. Garriecp] has in view. 
The questions propounded in the form sub- 
mitted in the schedule as it is now before the 
lZouse would not be understood. I have never 
leard of **harvesting’’ hay. What I have 
heard of has been ‘‘ haying and harvesting.”’ 


The change of phraseology I suggest with ref- | 


erence to hay is, | think, an obvious improve- 
ment. Then as regards cetton: cotton in the 
seed produces a lint but one third its weight. 


I move to amend schedule three |, 


Department of State of the Tributes of the 


Nations to Abraham Lincoln, in which he was | 


directed to request the concurrence of the 
House. 
NINTH CENSUS——AGAIN, 

The Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union resumed its session. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
accept the amendment of the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Dox] to substitute with refer- 
ence to cotton, instead of ‘* pounds,’’ *‘ bales 


| of four hundred and fifty pounds each,”’ if the 


gentleman will put that separately. 
Mr. DOX. 1 accept that modification. 
The amendment of Mr. Dox, as thus modi- 
fied, was agreed to; and the amendment of 


I am willing to || 


AL GLOBE. 


| knowledge ns after long study and myc, 





December 15 


which we wish to obtain it. That isa distinos 
matter by itself. But the manner of obtain, 
ing the information is an entirely diffe 
thing. c 

Now, I presume that the person who is to be 
appointed Superintendent of the Census wil ,,. 
some statistician who knows more about the 
practical methods of procuring statistica| j,,. 
formation thanany orallofthe members of ( ‘on. 
gress put together; for this subject of statis:;. 
Is a science, and men cannot obtain ; 


in- 
ent 


u 


expense. I make this motion not upon yy 
own judgment alone, but because every emine,, 
statistician in the country whom I have 


Con 


| sulted on the matter and others whom [ }ja) 


Mr. Garrie.p, of Ohio, as amended, was also | 


agreed to. 
Mr. ARNELL. 


I move to amend schedule 


four by inserting under the head of ‘labor,’’ 


between columns eleven and twelve, the words 


| **owned or partially owned by its own work 


| this information. 


| amendment. 


people.’’ It seems to me desirable to obtain 


the country that are conducted on the coipera- 


tive principle, and if this were inserted the | 


census of 1870 would show the progress or 
decline of coUperation as an industrial princi- 
pre I think, therefore, that this inquiry should 
ye made under this schedule. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I think the 
gentleman will see that the third column in the 
schedule realizes all that is valuable in his 
It reads ‘‘ number of owners or 
partners working in the establishment.’’ That 


| will include everything he asks for, and was 


put in for that express purpose. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. ARNELL 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to schedule seven which I presume will 


not be objected to by the gentleman who has | 
_ the bill in charge. 

forty-two and forty-three, in charitable institu- 
| tions, ‘‘soldiers’ widowsandsoldiers’ orphans.”’ 


It is to insert in columns 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to offer an addi- 
tional section to come in at the end of the bill, 


and will state that I desire simply an oppor- 
| tunity to have a vote on it in the House. 


Mr. JENCKES. 
of the schedules. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question now is on 


We have not yet disposed 


| the motion of the gentleman from Rhode Island 
| [Mr. Jenckes] to strike out the twenty-ninth 


| 
| 
i 


section and insert what has been read. 
Mr. JENCKES. The amendment which I 
have proposed embodies this idea: that Con- 
gress shall 
rogatories in the answers to which the inform- 
ation which we seek is to be obtained, but that 
the Superintendent of the Census shall frame 
those interrogatories and prepare those sched- 
ules in the manner best calculated to produce 
the information which we desire. 


do, and the other should be left to the discre- 
tion of the executive officer. 
cate what statistical information we wish to 


obtain in connection with taking the census,” 
designating the subjects; and also what opera- | 


tions and incidents relating to those subjects 
we wish to have reported, and showing the 
extent of the information which we require, 
not only in relation to the subjects, but in rela- 
tion to the persons and corporations from 


There are many establish- | 
|| ments, especially newspaper offices, throughout 


One is to indi- | 


| which are to be reported. 


| converse is the truth. 


| not consulted, but who have volunteered )\), 


advice, recommend that the schedules shoyjj 
not be made a part of the bill. They all eoy 
cur in recommending that the executive off} 
charged with the performance of this dy, 
should select the means by which the duty j; 
to be performed. We mark out for him, gs | 
have said, the subjects concerning which we way 
information and the incidents to those subjects 
By framing sched. 
ules we assume thatwe know more about those 
details than these practical mendo. Theexae: 
They know more abou: 
this business than we possibly can. They knoy 
how to frame schedules by which we shou\d 
obtain the information we require from Louis. 
iana and Maryland, for instance. ‘There are 
some items in these schedules which shou\ 
not be the same in all the States of the Union, 
We have here eighty or ninety interrogatories 
to every farmer. We do not need to ask the 
farmers of Maryland or Massachusetts how 
much sugar or molasses they raise, or the 


|| farmers of Georgia, Alabama, or Louisiana 


'| seed or hay seed they raise. 


how much they produce, or how much clover 
These inquiri 


| should be framed according to the localities 


not prescribe the schedules or inter- | 


'| where they are to be used, and instructions so 
| given that information from those ditferen! 


localities may be procured with the least difli 
culty. But to send out these schedules » 
framed in one manner is simply to obstru 
the obtaining of the information in many 
instances which can be given by the parties to 
whom the schedules are distributed. Hvery 
farmer is to have put in his hand a schedule 
containing from eighty to ninety inquiries, 
when perhaps forty of them do not relate to 
his business at all. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
not hurt him any. 

Mr. JENCKES. They will simply emba 
rass him. ‘Those questions relate to the busi 
ness of last year. In the case of an organized 
business of some established branch of industry, 
where there are books kept and clerks to ex 
amine them, the information might be obtained 
without much trouble. Butin the majority o! 
instances what books does a farmer keep? 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Okio. Thope the Com 
mittee of the Whole will vote down the prop: 
osition of the gentleman from Rhode Island, 
{Mr. Jenckxes.] I have but two or three 
words tosay inreply tohisspeech. In the first 
place, no Congress for seventy years has ever 
ventured to empower any one man in the Uni- 


Then they will 


ted States with authority to roam about and 
_ demand of the citizens of the United States, 


We are. 
| undertaking to do two things, one of which 


pound. 
seems to me to be sufficient for Congress to | 


is armed is an unusual power ; so remarkable 


under pains and penalties, that they shall an 
swer whatever questions he may choose to pro- 


The power with which a census-taker 
] 


_ that a distinguished French writer has pointed 


to it as one of the most remarkable instances 
in modern history that a free nation, jealous 
of its liberty, should be willing to subject 15 
people to such inquisitorial inquiries as are 
made in our census, and he speaks of it as 4 


| strong indication of their desire for statistical 
information. 


Never before, so far as I know, has it been 
seriously proposed to put the whole range of 
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it shoul 
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, direct h 
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ry 7 and all its details into the hands of the 
ont itende nt of the Census to determine for 

But when the census-taker goes to 
“»neople and shows the law where sby the 
eel Legislature of the country re quires 
me » answer certain questions, wader pains 
1 pen: ities, he can do so without offense ; 
; bh yuld he do so merely because some other 


‘dual, holding office, itis true, has chosen, | 


‘direct .et him to put such questions to the 
it will, it seems to me, make the business 
he census-taker very odious. 
8 uppose that we should happen to make an 
yrtunate selection of a Superintendent of 
, Cens sus; Suppose he should be a man who 
‘ashobbies of his own to ride, who has crotch- 
in his head upon different subjects; he 
seht thwart the object of the census by seek- 
yg to accomplish his own peculiar notions. 
‘ven should he be a man without any such 
,ybies and crotchets, the moment we should 
the him with the power here proposed he 
sould be beset by all the interests in the United 
every local or special interest would 
jemand to be specially provided for in the 
( chedule. But should this bill as it now stands 
come a law he could at once answer them by 


States ; 


saying, ‘* The law requires me to do this, and | 


this only.’ My theory is not that there willbe 

9 little required under this bill. My only fear 
now is that we have already put too much into 
the schedules. And if you open the door and 
put ina man as Superintendent of the Census 


vith the sweeping power here proposed by the | 


ventleman from Rhode Island [Mr. JencKes] 
| should be compelled from the very start to 

gard the coming census as a failure. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. PAINE. I move to amend the amend- 
ent of the gentleman from Rhode Island [ Mr. 
JENCKES | by strikingoutthelastword. I make 
this motion for the purpose of stating to the 
ommittee that the gentleman’s s amendment, so 
far at least as regards the first five schedules , 
roceeds upon an entire mistake as to the pro- 
isions of this bill. Strike out these five sched- 
iles and how stands the bill? 
says that these schedules are merely the means 
by which the Superintendent of the Census is 
required to obtain this information. He says 
that we require him by the bill to obtain certain 
information, and then lay down these schedules 
as the means by which he shall obtain it. On 
the contrary, I say that in these schedules alone 
lo we lay down the information that is to be 
\btained on the points therein specified. The 
schedules do not merely furnish the means for 
obtaining the information, but they say what 
information shall be obtained; and nowhere 
else in this bill is there any provision for the 
kind of information that shall be obtained on 
these subjects. 
the enumerators are to obtain information ; and 
itisin these schedules, and nowhere else in this 
bill, that they find what information they are to 
callfor. If, then, we strike out these schedules 


we must entirely remodel this bill ; we must indi- || j 


cate by other provisions exactly what informa- 
tion the census-takers—whether the Superin- 
tendent of the Census, the district superintend- 
ents, or the enumerators—shall obtain on these 
subjects; aud we must leave the Superintend- 
ent to provide the means of obtaining such 
information. But even then we must, if we are 


The gentleman 


These are subjects on which | 


wise, indicate precisely the same subjects that | 


are contained in the schedules. 

The gentleman is mistaken when he assumes 
that these schedules furnish merely the means 
‘or obtaining the information. ‘They indicate 
the information to be obtained. 
me that upon the subjects embraced in these 
ive schedules, if upon any subject, we ought 


It seems to | 


\o indicate what the inquiries shall be, and that | 


is the main purpose and object of the sched- 
ules themselves. Having indicated those sub- 

jects, the schedules do little more. The enum- 
‘rators are required to leave copies of the 
schedules with the heads of 
mode in which the schedules shall be filled up | 
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is pointed out. But strike these schedules from 
the bill, and you leave this subject all at sea 

As the chairman of the sub-committee (Mr. 
GARFIELD, of Ohio] has said, you make vir- 

tually no provision on these subjects for taking 
any census at all, and provide in effect that an 
otheer,.of whose qualifications for taking the 
ce@spus you now know nothing, shall in his dis- 
cretion; decide not only as to the means by 
which he shall obtain the required information, 
but also the character and extent of the inform- 


| ation itself. 


| easily be arranged. 


JENCKES. The objection of the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Paine] is simply 
one of detail; it ean be obviated by a line, and 
therefore I will not take up time in answering 
him. 

Mr. PAINE. Iwish the gentleman would 
state the line which would obviate the objection. 

Mr. JENCKES. ‘The objection of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. GarPFic.Lp] is aimed at 
principle, and it is that which I wish to settle. 
The details for carrying out the measure can 
The gentleman from Ohio 
makes the point that we do not know who this 
oflicer is to be. Sir, I take it for granted that 
he is to be a competent person. Unless that 
be assumed I have no argument to make on 
this question. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Why not incor- 
porate your civil service bill in this measure 
before you take that for granted ? 

Mr. JENCKES. That matter is not within 
the scope of this bill. If it were I would have 


| something to say upon it. 


The other objection is that we leave it to the 


| superintendent to say what information shall 


be obtained. Sir, the greater portion of the 
schedules for the collection of these statistics 
are to be sent directly to the persons who are 
to be required to answer the inquiries. Now, 
why should we not frame those relating to pop- 
ulation and the farm as well as those relating 
to railroads and great manufacturing estab- 
lishments? ‘The answer to the gentleman 


| from Wisconsin and the gentleman from Ohio 


is, I think, that this work is a thing to be done 


practic: ally, and is required by law to be done 


within a definite period. If the man appointed 
as Superintendent of the Census be competent 
he will know what can be done, and he will be 
able to withstand the pressure of any persons 
who may wish to have their particular crotchets 
embraced in the schedules. He will lay out 


| his work so that it can be accomplished within 


| this bill, for purposes of legislation. 
| not undertake 


the time limited by law, and will obtain the 
statistical information needed, as declared by 
He will 
anything useless or impossible. 
If we undertake two much, as I think we are 
doing in these schedules which propose to re- 
quire the farmer and other men doing business 
without keeping books to render an account of 
their last year’s business, we shall have simply 
a series of guesses which will be of no use to 
either the statistician or the legislator. If we 
in Congress need information it is for the pur- 
pose of future legislation. 

I am surprised. to hear the gentleman from 
Ohio alluding to what has beeu done in taking 
previous censuses as authority for doing the 
same thing in taking this. Why, it has been 
notorious that every one of them has been so 
inaccurate in collecting statistics that they have 
been entirely useless for legislation. We have 
had corrections of the censuses made by gen- 
tlemen from their knowledge as statisticians ; 
but neither the gentleman from Ohio nor any 
one else has such ccnfidence in the original 
figures as to take them as the basis of legisla- 
tion. If we are only to have aseries of guesses, 
approximations to facts, then we might as well 
leave it to the enumerators at once, or to per- 
sons in the districts who have some knowledge 
of their neighbors. If we wish to obtain accu- 
ee information, then we should e mploy the 
| best means of doing it. ‘That is eminently a 
practical question, and should not be con- 
founded, as the gentleman from Ohio has con- 


founded it, with the other one on which he 
made his remarks. The general subject of in- 
formation is one thing and the mode of collect- 
ing it another. We should not hs amper the 
othcer charged wil h the performance of 
duty by instructions given by the House 
know less about it than he does himself. 
Mr. PAINE, by unanimous consent, 
drew his amendment to the amendment. 
Mr, Jenckes's amendment was then rejected. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will withthe 
unanimous consent of the committee make 
one or two verb: al corrections in previous por- 
tions of the bill: on page 17, section seventee n, 
line forty-four, the words “for classification’ 
should be stricken out; sothat it will read ‘‘and 
when the returns have been carefully examined, 


this 
’ who 


with 


if found executed,”’ &e. The words were 
stricken out by a vote of the committee, but 
it does not so appear. On page 10, in order 


to make the same clear, | move to insert *‘ to 
the proprietor or manager of each fishery a 
copy of the schedule;’’ so that it will read 
‘and to the proprietor or manager of each 
fishery a copy of the schedule fisheries."’ An 
amendment was made in reference to the oath 
to be taken by these officers. The language 
was modified so as to read ‘‘ in addition tothe 
oath required by law.’’ It was intended to be 
‘*in addition to the oath required by the Con- 
stitution,’’ and not ‘‘in addition to the oath 
required by law.’’ Task that these corrections 
be ‘made. 

There was no objection ; 
accordingly. 

Mr. GRISWOLD. I notice at the end of 
section nine it is provided that in case of 
sickness or other cause any special deputy or 
enumerator may appoint a substitute, ye I do 


and it was ordered 


not notice that any oath is required f that 
substitute, which perhaps should be ak 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. [It is to be 


presumed that he is a substitute ou the same 
condition as the principal, and he would be 
required to take the oath without further legis 
lation. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move to add the follow- 
ing as an additional section: 


— C. oJ. 


That the Superintendent of the Census 

hall report to Congress on or before the first Monday 
of September next the actual enumeration of the 
people of the several States provided to be made and 
returned by this act. 

Mr. Chairman, I have drawn this section so 
that the House may retain to itself the power 
in the event that it finds it practicable to 
apportion representation on the basis of the 
census of 1870 among all the people, as required 
by the Constitution soto do. The necessity of 
making this addition to the bill arises from the 
fact that by the twenty-second section as now 
reported and accepted by the committee the 
first return to be made is to be at the beginning 
of the next December session of this Congress. 

A Member. You have put it September. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I did it on purpose. If 
the Congress of the United States is to ignore 
this question and to say that they have made up 
their minds not to consider it at all it was utterly 
worthlegs to tell us yesterday that we should 
consider the question of apportionment in @ 
separate bill. This amendment is so framed as 
simply to save the question to Congress for its 
deliberate action. It concludes nobody. It 
leaves everybody at liberty to consider the 
question fairly and dispassionately ; but above 
all other things it saves to the people the right 
to say whether they shall insist on a full repre- 
sentation of the people of all the States in the 
l’orty-Second Congress if it can be accom 
plished on the census of 1870 or not. It 


| gives to the Congress the op portunity also, by 
furthe r deliberation. of ascertaining and de 


termining whether what was said by gentlemen 
on the other side yesterday is in fact true—that 
it is impossible to do this act of justice to the 
people of this country, who alone have the mght 
to be heard here on this question. If we honestly 


and faithfully try to give to the people their 
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just rights as secured to them by the amended 
Constitution, and if it tarns out that it is im- 
possible to accomplish it, then, and not till 
then, will Congress stand acquitted before the 


bar of public opinion; for it is an accepted | 


maxim the world over that what is impossi- 
ble to be done the law requires at the hands of 
no man. 

but let us see whether it be impossible or 
not. The bill as it stands, and as it has been 
ncecepted by the Committee of the Whole to-day, 
requires that the enumeration shall be com- 
pleted inthe monthof June next. If, then, the 
thing shall be completed by June next and 
returned to the Superintendent of the Census, 
let us see whether it is not possible for the 
Superintendent of the Census, after the expi- 
ration of June next and before the elections 
for the Forty-Second Congress, to return the 
enumeration of the people in the several States 
to Congress for their action. In the mean time 


sentatives and to provide for their future appor- | 


tionment among the several States, and had 
instructed him to report the same to the House 
with sundry amendments. ~ 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohto? I propose that 
the amendments shall be read over, and those 
upon which a separate vote is not demanded 
shall be regarded as agreed to; and I moveghe 
previous question on the billand amendments. 

Mr. BINGHAM. [hope the previous ques- 
tion will not be seconded. 

The SPEAKER. It will not prevent a sep- 
arate vote being taken on senetsibiabaiie. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, but I desire to offer 
an amendment to the bill, and to demand the 
yeas and nays upon it. 

Mr. JUDD. I desire to suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio (Mr. Garrtecp | thatin order 
that we may have a vote in the House on the 
question of apportionment, which was discussed 


| to some extent in the committee, I wish to offer 


this bill can be matured which is spoken of, for |, 


a new apportionment of representation among 
the people, and the question can be deliber- 
ately considered and debated under some other 
rule than the five-minute rule. I think it is 
but fair that the committee should allow this 
amendment formally to pass, so that it may 
receive a vote by yeas <f nays in the House. 
That is all that Pe If my amendment 
were to commit the House in any way upon 
any of the questions that have been raised, 
after all that has taken place, I would not insist 
upon it. But it does not. It simply provides 
means which will enable Congress, if future 
deliberations lead it in that direction and if it 
shall see fit to do so, to apportion the repre- 
sentation on the basis of the census of 1870. 

The question being taken on Mr. BiyGHam’s 
amendment, there were—ayes 58, noes 68. 

Mr. INGERSOLL and Mr. BINGHAM de- 
manded tellers. 

‘Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Bincuamand 
Mr. Garrinip, of Ohio, were appointed. 

‘The committee 
reported—ayes 69, noes 77. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to make the in- 


quiry, whether it is competent for any member . 


of the House to offer this amendment again in 
the House, so that the yeas and nays can be 
had upon it? [hope the gentleman from Ohio 
| Mr. GarrieLp] will consent to let members 


of the House havean opportunity of recording | 


their votes on it by the yeas and nays being 
taken. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
to that. 
offered. 


I cannot agree 
There is another amendment to be 
There was a mistake in striking out 


on page 14, as marked in the reprinted bill, | 


lines sixteen to twenty-two. The gentleman 


divided; and the tellers | 


from Rhode Island [ Mr. Jencxes] has written | 


out an amendment which will remedy that mis- | 


take. So many amendments have been offered 


that itis notremarkable that one mistake of that | 


sortshould be made. Llask that the gentleman's 
amendment shail be accepted. 

Mr. JENCKES. I move to amend as fol- 
lows: 


On page 14, section fourteen of the bill, at line 
sixteen, after the word “every ”’ strike out down to 
and including the word “* States,”’in the twenty-sec- 
ond line, and insert “ person or firm, or member of 
« firm, is hereby required, if thereto requested by 
the superintendent, district superintendent, special 
deputy, or enumerator, to give true and cemplete 
Answers toany inquiries authorized by this act under 
the penalty of $100 for each refusal.” 


lhe amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that the | 


committee rise and report the bill. 
he motion was agreed to. 


‘he committee rose: and the Speaker 


ving resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr. | 
Laws) reported that the Committee of the | 


Whole on the state of the Union, pursuant || 
to order, had had under consideration a bill |! 


(LI. R. No. 424) to provide for taking the ninth 
ceasus of the United States and to fix the num- 
ber of the members of the House of Repre- 


an amendment to fill the blanks in the sections 
proposed to be stricken out. If he will allow 
a vote to be taken on that amendment we shall 
be content. I understand that if the previous 
question is sustained we cannot have a test vote 
on that question; or if the gentleman does not 


| desire to have this bill embarrassed by these 


amendments I will be satisfied if the House will 
allow me to introduce at this time a separate 


| and distinct bill upon that question, and have it 
| referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union and printed. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will yield to 


the gentleman for that purpose if he will have || for the whole territory of the congressional distri 


the bill referred to the select Committee on the 
Census. 


Mr. JUDD. No; to the Committee of the 


| Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
yield for that purpose. 
APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr. JUDD then, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 593) to apportion 
the Representatives of the several States in the 
House of Representatives for the Forty-Second 
Congress; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 


Very well; I 


| on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
| printed. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 


| rolled Bills, reported that the committee had 


examined and found truly enrolled an act (S. 
No. 283) to remove political disabilities of cer- 


| tain persons therein named; when the Speaker 
_ signed the same. 





| 
| 


NINTH CENSUS. 


| The House then resumed the consideration | 
of the report from the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise for the pur- 
pose of offering an amendment to the sixteenth 
section of the bill. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


the previous question. 


I have moved 
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Mr. ALLISON. Irise to make a suggesiio, 
with reference to theamendments reported fe - 
the Committee of the Whole on the state as 
the Union. I think they are chiefly yor), 
At least all those that have been adopted w; 
substantially agreed to without a division, 
suggest that without reading all the amen 
ments shall be regarded as agreed to excentin, 
such as some gentleman may ask for separ te 
votes upon. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. That will jp 
the best way of disposing of them. 

The SPEAKER. Both modes of proceed 
ing are followed, and the one suggested by thy. 
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. ALLisoy}] is thy 
most common. Is there objection to the moj, 
of proceeding suggested ? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I must objoc; 
This is a very important bill, and some of ,, 
have not been able to be present all the tin), 
during its consideration. I think we ought ¢, 
have the amendments read. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the amen) 
ments reported from the Committee of ti. 
Whole on the state of the Union, when thos: 
upon which no separate votes were called {y; 
were agreed to en masse. 


Mr. WILKINSON asked for a separate yote 


of 
ai, 


Pr 
re 


al 


| on the following amendment : 





The SPEAKER, Will the gentleman allow | 


| the amendment to be offered ? 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


I cannot with- | 


draw the previous question, though I ought to | 
state that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. | 


Farnswortu ] had the promise of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union that 


he might have a vote inthe House on an amend- | 


ment in relation to the franking privilege. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then the gentleman 


| should allow me to offer it. 


The SPEAKER. If that was the under- 
standing of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union the Chair will consider the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois as 
among those upon which the previous question 
will operate. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. That is all I desire. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
demand for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 





+ 





I insist on the | 


In section four, beginning in line ten, strike , 
the following: 

Provided, That in any city which forms the who}» 
or a part of two or more congressional districts {}), 
Secretary of the Interior may, if in his juden: 
the efficiency of the service will thereby be promote. 
appoint one district superintendent for such city ay 


of which such city forms a part, instead of one fir 
each congressional district. 


The question was taken; and the amend 
ment was agreed to. 


Mr. RANDALL asked for a separate vor: 
on the following amendment: 


Insert after section seven the following addition 
section: 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That each distr 
superintendent, being specially authorized ther 
by the Superintendent of the Census, may emp 
in addition to or instead of the enumeraters in an 
district, one or more persons as deputies to collec 
collate, arrange, and report the special statistica! 
information called for by this act in relation to mines 
and mining, manufactures and mechanical industries, 
mercantile and trading establishments and business, 
fisheries, education, religion, charities, charitable, 
sanitary, reformatory, and penal institutions, ani 
other commercial and social statistics provided for 
in this act; and such special deputies shall take the 
same oath as that required of the district superin- 
tendents; and in districts where such special depu- 
tics are appointed the Superintendent of the Censu: 
shall have power in his discretion to relieve the loca! 
enumerators from the duty of collecting the whole 
or any portion of such special statistics; and the 
assessors and collectors of internal*revenue in each 
district and their subordinates are hereby require: 
to exhibit all books and records, and furnish 2! 
information in their possession to said special depu- 
ties which may aid them and which they may requir 
for the purpose of obtaining such special statistics. 


Mr. RANDALL. I demand the yeas and 
nays on that amendment. Twenty thousand 
special agents may be appointed under it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 90, nays °: 
not voting 34; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Armstrong, Arn 
Bailey, Beaman, Beatty, Benton, Blair, Boles,CGe 
M. Brooks, Buck, Buffinton, Burchard, Roderick ! 
Butler, Cake, Cessna, Churchill,Clarke,Coburn,Co 
ger, Davis, Dawes, Deweese, Dickey, Dixon, Don! 
Duval, Ela, Fisher, Fitch,Garfield,Gilfillan, Heat 
Heflin, Hill, Hoar, Hooper, Jenckes, Alexander ! 
Jones,Julian, Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, Las! 
Logan, Loughridge, Lynch, Maynard, MeCart! 
McCrary, Ehakim H. Moore, William Moore, Dan 
J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, O'Neil! 
Packer, Paine, Palmer, Peters, 
Prosser, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Shank 
Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, John A. Smit 
Worthington C, Smith, William Smyth, Star! 


| weather, Stokes, Stoughton, Strong, Tanner. |! 


| man, Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, 1 
B. Washburn, Welker, Whittemore, Willard, an! 


Upson, Willi 


Williams—99, 

NA YS—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Archer, Asper. 4 
tell, Barnum, Beck, Benjamin, Biggs, Bingham, bir! 
James Brooks, Calkin, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Co 


Cook, Cowles, Cox, Crebs, Cullom, Dickinson, Dox. 
i Finkelnburs. 


Eldridge, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, 


Getz, Greene, Griswold, Haldeman, Hale, Ham! 
ton, Hamill, Hawkins, Hawley, Hay, Hoag, Il 


Phelps, Polan:. 


Boyd, Bue 
Cleveland 
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Ingersoll, Johnson, Thomas L. Jones, Judd, 
i arr. Ketcham, Knott, Laflin, Lawrence, Marshall, 
Nayham, MeCormick, McGrew, MeNeely, Mercur, 
‘ @ H. Moore, Morgan, Mungen, Niblack, Orth, 
okard, Pomeroy, Randall, Reading, Reeves, Rice, 
erg Slocum, Joseph S. Smith, Stevenson, Stiles, 
‘Strader, Swann, Sweeney, Taffe, Trimble, 
hoes. Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wells, 
soler, Wilkinson, Winans, Winchester, Witcher, 
iW oodward—87, ; 7 : 
vot VOTLING—Messrs. Banks, Bennett, Bowen, 
-d. Buckley, Burdett, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, 
eveland, Dockery, Dyer, Fox, Golladay, Haight, 
iiamilton, Hays, Hoge, Hopkins, Hotchkiss, Mor- 
wey, Negley, Potter, Roots, Sanford, Schumaker, 


j 


cherrod, William J. Smith, Stevens, Strickland, 
Van Auken, Van Horn, Van Trump, Eugene M. 


Wilson, John ‘I, Wilson, and W ood—3A. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

lhe question was taken ; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 73, noes 82. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE said: I think it will be 
hest to sleep on this bill, I therefore call for 
the yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Oh, please do 
not. Let us finish this bill to-night. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. We cannot do that. 

The question was taken upon ordering the 
yeas and nays; and there were—ayes thirty- 
three, noes not counted. 

So (one fifth voting in the aflirmative) the 
eas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. We may as well 
adjourn as to take up time in calling the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
House shall adjourn. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I object to that. The 
yeas and nays have been ordered; now let 
them be taken. ~ 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I will withdraw the mo- 
tion to adjourn if the gentleman from Ohio 
| Mr. GARFIELD] will renew it. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 


I am willing that the 


I will do so. 
I object. 
I withdraw the motion 


to adjourn. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
motion to adjourn. 

The question was taken; and upona division 
there were—ayes 93, noes 39. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. CESSNA and Mr. INGERSOLL called 
for the yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn. 

The question was taken upon ordering the 
yeas and nays; and upon a division there 
were—ayes 19, noes &8; not one fifth voting 
in the affirmative. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. INGERSOLL called for tellers on order- 
ing the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken upon ordering tell- 
ers; and there were twenty-one in the afiirm- 
ative. 

So (the affirmative not being one fifth of a 
quorum) tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays accordingly were not 
ordered. 

‘The motion of Mr. Garrie.p, of Ohio, was 
agreed to. 

Accordingly (at four o’clock p. m.) the 
House adjourned. 


I renew the 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

3y Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts: A 
memorial of Chesapeake Female College, for 
rent of and damage to the buildings and prop- 
erty of the college while occupied by the forces 
of the United States. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Peabody, 
Massachusetts, for the abolition of duty on raw 
hides, skins, and tanning materials. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Philadelphia, 
that all soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812 
be placed on the pension-roll. 

By Mr. FERRY: The petition of C. B. Al- 
bee, Charles J. Pfaff, J. T. Harris, E. D. Blair, 


and 50 others, of Ottawa county, Michigan, 


~ 


praying for the repeal of the duty on hides. 

By Mr. JOHNSON: A memorial of the 
Grape-Growers’ Association of Sonoma, Napa, 
and Solano counties, California. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Ohio: ‘The petition of 
George H. Eels and 23 others, of Washington 
county, Ohio, for the repeal of the duty on 
foreign hides. 

By Mr. MYERS: A petition of the letter- 
carriers of Philadelphia, asking increased com- 
vensation. 

By Mr. ORTH: A petition of many citi- 
zens of Boone county, Indiana, asking for pen- 
sions to soldiers of the war of 1812. 

By Mr. PACKARD: The petition of Thomas 
Tyner, of Indiana, asking reimbursement for 
certain lands in the State of Illinois. 

By Mr. SAWYER; The memorial of Adol- 
phus Reiskel and 16 others, letter-carriers of 
the Milwaukee (Wisconsin) post office, asking 
for increase of salary. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of M. M. 
Hudson and 80 others, citizens of Warren 
county, Ohio, praying for the repeal of the tariff 
on foreign hides. 

Also, the petition of W. L. Darrow and 14 
others, citizens of Montgomery county, Ohio, 
praying Congress to repeal the duty on foreign 
hides. 

Also, the petition of P. E. Bechtolt and 130 
others, citizens of Montgomery county, Ohio, 
praying Congress to repeal the duty on foreign 
hides, 

By Mr. SCOFIELD: A petition of the 
Medical Society of Sacramento county, Cali- 
fornia, praying Congress to bestow increased 
rank upon the medical corps of the Navy. 

By Mr. TYNER: A petition for the relief 
of Noah Fisher. 

By Mr. UPSON: The petition of John 
Pharr and 9 others, citizens of Cuyahoga 
county, Ohio, for the repeal of duty on foreign 
hides. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 16, 1869. 
Prayer by Right Rev. E. 8. Janes, Bishop 
of New York. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 


SALE OF LANDS IN CALIFORNIA 


The joint resolution (H. R. No. 86) in regard | 


to the suspension of the sale of certain lands in 
California was read twice by its title. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I see the chairman of the 
Committee on Retrenchment, to which a simi- 
lar resolution was sent, is not in his seat. I 
think he believes it desirable to pass that reso- 
lution without a reference, as they have consid- 
ered the subject, and I suggest that it lie on the 
table for the present. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. 
table. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. PRATT presented a copy of resolutions, 


in the nature of a memorial, adopted at a meet- 
ing of soldiers of the war of 1812 held in 


Lebanon, Indiana, praying Congress to pass a | 


law placing the names of the surviving soldiers 
of that war, and of the widows of such as are 
deceased, upon the pension-roll; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILLEY presented the petition of P. 
I’, Southall, of Ameliacounty, Virginia, pray- 
ing the removal of his political disabilities ; 
which was referred to the select Committee 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. CRAGIN presented a petition of firemen 
on board the receiving ship Vermont, praying 
for an increase of compensation; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of R. G. Ran- 
dall and others, of New Hampshire, who were 
transferred from the Army to the Navy during 
the late war, praying that they may be allowed 
the additional bounty of $100 under the act of 


It will lie on the | 
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July 28, 1866 ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the petition of 
Mary J. Wells, praying compensation for cer 
tain land entered by her husband which was 
afterward found to be included in the light 
house reservation at Tokes Point, on Shoal 
Water bay, Washington Territory; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented the petition of 
Pancratz Boll, praying an increase of the facil- 
ities for the encouragement of emigration ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com 
merce. 

Mr. COLE. I present a memorial from the 
Grape-Growers Association of Sonoma, Napa, 
and Solano counties, in the State of Califor- 
nia, asking for separate and distinct legisla- 
tion in reference to the tax upon brandy pro- 
duced from grapes and other fruits. They 
state that the laws and regulations that apply 
to the distillation of spirits from other mate- 
rials do not apply at all to such distillation 
from grapes and other fruits, and the law as 
applied to the distillation of spirits from grain 
operates very oppressive upon them. I move 
that this petition be referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED 

On motion of Mr. NORTON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers in relation 
to the claim of George E. Payne be taken from the 


files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


On motion of Mr. CRAGIN, it was 
Ordered, That Cincinnatus W. Harper and Clar- 
ence C. Harper, heirs-at-law of John Harper, de- 


ceased, have permission to withdraw their petition 
and other papers from the files of the Senate. 


On motion of Mr. MORTON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of William 
B. Campbell be taken from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to Joseph Wilson, 


| of Kentucky, to withdraw his petition and papers 


from the files of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, it 
was 

Ordered, That D.C. Bailey have leave to withdraw 


his petition and other papers from the files of the 
Senate. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 


| Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 


No. 302) giving the consent of the United States 
to the erection of a bridge across the Delaware 
river between Philadelphia and Camden, re- 


| ported it without amendment. 





WILLAMETTE RIVER BRIDGE. 


Mr. CORBETT. The Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
305) giving the consent of the United States to 


| the erection of a bridge across the Willamette 


river, in Oregon, from the city of Portland to 
the east bank of said river, have directed me to 
report it back without amendment, and to ask 
for its present consideration. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
mous consent. 

Mr. CORBETT. I will state that this biil 
was passed at the last session, but failed to 
receive the signature of the President in the 


It requires unani- 


|| hurry of the closing hours of the session. It 


is therefore necessary that it should be passed 
again. It is an exact copy of the former bil! 
which passed both Houses. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I should like to inquire of 
the Senator whether at the last session the bil! 
was considered by a committee ? ‘ 

Mr. CORBETT. Yes, sir; it was consid- 


ered by a committee, and passed both Houses 


\ 


of Congress. 
By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole. proceeded to con- 
sider the bill by which the consent of the Uni- 
ted States is given to the corporation of the 








164 


city of Portland, Oregon, to erect, or cause to 
be erected, a bridge, with diverging roadways 
and footways and double draws, over and across 
the Willamette river, between the city of Port- 
land and the east bank of the river, at any time 
within six years after the passage of the act. 
The bridge is to be so constructed and built as 
not to obstruct, impair, or injuriously modify 
the navigation of the river; and in order to 

ecure a compliance with these conditions the 
corporation, association, or company propos- 
ing to erect it, previous to commencing the con- 
struction of the bridge, is to submit to the 
Secretary of War aplan of the bridge, with a 
detailed map of the river at the proposed site 
and for the distance of a mile above and below 


the site, exhibiting the depths and currents at , 


all points of the same, together with all other 
information touching the bridge and river which 
may be deemed requisite by the Secretary of 
War to determine whether the bridge when 
built will conform to the prescribed conditions 
of the bill—not to obstruct, impair, or injuri- 
ously modify the navigation of the river. The 
Secretary of War may detail an officer to super- 
intend the survey and examination of the river 
with a view to the location of the bridge. 

The Secretary of War is directed, upon re- 
ceiving the plan and map and other information, 
and upon being satisfied that a bridge built on 
such plan and at said locality will conform to 
the prescribed conditions of the bill, not to 
obstruct, impair, or injuriously modify the nav- 
igation of the river, to notify the corporation, 
association, or company proposing to erect it 
that he approves thesame ; and upon receiving 
such notification the corporation, association, 
or company may proceed to the erection of the 
bridge, conforming strictly to theapproved plan 
and location. But until the Secretary of War 
approve the plan and location of the bridge 
and notify the corporation, association, or com- 
pany of the same, the bridge shall not be built 
or commenced. ‘The corporation of the city 
of Portland is authorized and empowered, so 
far as Congress has the power to grant the 
same, to make such rules and regulations for 
the care of the bridge and for the regulation 
and collection of tolls for crossing on it as 
they shall deem just and reasonable. 

‘Lhe bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, asked, and by 
unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 337) to provide reporters 
for the circuit courts of the United States; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Sonne on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. RICK asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 8388) 
to encourage the establishment of a line of 
steamships under the flag of the Union for the 
conveyance of the mails of the United States 
to Kuropean ports and ports of India and China 


by way of the Suez canal, and for promoting | 
emigration from Europe to the southern States | 


of the Union, and reducing the rates of ocean 
postages ; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. RICK. LI wish to say in connection with 
the introduction of that bill that I introduce 
it upon request, the Senator who is to have 
charge of it not being present. I have not 
examined it myself, 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 
and that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BOREMAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 8389) giving priority to certain cases to 
which a State isa party in the courts of the 
United States; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN ished 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill(S. No. 


, and by unanimous | 


I move its reference to | 


| Treasury so as to balance the debits. 


340) to establish a bureau of customs-revenue ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on linance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 841) providing that acts of the several 
departments shall not be called in question by 
other departments, and fixing the limits of the 
judicial power ; which was read twice by its 
title, and ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 


Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous | 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint | 


resolution (S. R. No. 81) declaratory and 
amendatory of the act entitled ‘‘An act to pro- 


vide foran American line of mail and emigrant | 


passenger steamships between New York and 
one or more Kuropean ports,’’ passed July 
27, 1868; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


ACCOUNTS OF JOUN W. FORNEY. 
Mr. CRAGIN asked, and by unanimous con- 
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sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- || 
lution (S. Rk. No. 80) to close the accounts of | 


John W. Forney, late Secretary of the Senate ; 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CRAGIN, 
sent of the Senate for the present consideration 
of this joint resolution. It simply proposes to 
give the Comptroller of the Treasury the right, 


to transfer certain credits on the books of the 
The 
resolution will explain itself when read. 
Mr. SUMNER. Let it be reported in full. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will first be 


I ask the unanimous con- | 


reported at length, after which the Chair will 
| ask for objections, if there be any. 


The Secretary read the joint resolution. It 


| provides that, in order to close the accounts 
' of John W. Forney, late Secretary of the Sen- | 
ate, on the books of the Treasury, the Comp- | 


troller of the Treasury be authorized to bring 
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troller of the Treasury which I should like ¢ 
have read. 

Mr. CAMERON. I send a letter froy t! 
Second Comptroller to the desk, and : 
it be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

TREASURY DeparrMent, 
First CoMPTROLLER’s Opricy 
December aa 1839 

Sir: The following is the state of your aoeou,, 
as they appear at this date on the books of the Ty... 
ury, namely: 


0 


‘ \. 
OSK that 


For compensation and mileage of United States go, 
ators, &c., per report No. 170408, there rem; ins 
balance due to the United States of.........893 "yep 


. os . ; eee Os 
For *‘ miscellaneousitems,”’ per report No, 


165770, there remains a balance due to 
a ssihtnsetaiaptiniessssnhe $21,050 24 
For *' furniture, repairs,” &c., per 
report No. 162592, there remains 


a valance due to you of............ 1,072 56 
“or ‘‘clerks to committees, pages, 

horses,”” &¢e., per repert No. 

165788, there remains a balance 

ROBO PWG nicdccsbecivcladdiniiods séndst 591 


yey 
amyl 


Leaving a balance due the United States of, a5; 9; 

By amount deposited by you with the Treasype, 
of the United States, December 10, 1869, and to },, 
covered in to your credit on aceount of compensati, 
and mileage of United States Senators, $504 (6, — 
_, W hich closes your accounts in the books of (\, 
Treasury. 

Very respectfully, 

R. W. TAYLOR, Comptroller 
Hon. Joun W. Forney, j 
Late Secretary of United States Senate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. [If there be no 


_ ate as in Committee of the Whole. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Sen 
ate without amendment, ordered to be engrosgse| 


| for a third reading, read the third time, and 
| passed, , 


_ such credit balances as have been found due to || 


him an account of such appropriations as have 
been exhausted to his debit on certain other 
appropriations in which balances have been 
found against him, he having already satisfied 
the entire balance which has been found due 


| by him on the final settlement of his accounts. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there any 


objection to the immediate consideration of the 


joint resolution? 


Mr. CAMERON. 


| before it is disposed of. 





The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does 


I desire to say a word 


OBITUARY ADDRESSES. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, submitted the 
following resolution ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, That there be published in pamphlet 
form for the use of the Senate three thousand copics, 
and five thousand copies for the use of the House, 
of the addresses made in the Senate and House of 


Representatives on the occasion of the announe 
ment of the death of Hon. William Pitt Fessenden. 


GOVERNMENT LAND IN FLORIDA. 
Mr. OSBORN submitted the following reso- 


lution ; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, 1. That the Secretary of the Navy | 
requested to report to the Senate what amount 
land, if any, is claimed, held, or occupied by th 
Navy Department for naval or other purposes in the 
State of Florida. 

2. That the Secretary of War be requested to repor 


'to the Senate what amount of land, if any, 


not know whether it is yet before the Senate. |, 


Does the Senator reserve the right to object ? || 


Mr. CAMERON. Nobody has objected, I | 


believe. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Pennsylvania asks the unanimous consent of | 


the Senate to speak in regard to the resolution 
before the Chair asks for objections to its con- 
sideration. ‘The Chair hears no objection. 
Mr. CAMERON. I desire to say a word on 
this subject, and I deem it my duty to do so, 
for it will be remembered by the Senate that I 
made some objection to the accounts of Mr. 
l’orney some months ago. I have since satis- 
fied myself that so far from having done wrong 
himself, Mr. Forney was the subject of wrong ; 
that his confidential officer improperly used 
some of the funds to the great injury of Mr. 
Forney. Ihave stated that I considered it my 
duty to say this because when a man has done 
wrong to another I believe it to be his duty to 
do all that he can to correct that wrong. I 
have no doubt now, from an examination, that 
Mr. Forney’s accounts are closed, and that it 
has been done by funds from his own purse or 
from those of his friends, and that the Govern- 
ment has not lost a cent, while Mr. Forney has 
lost largely. I hope the resolution will pass. 
Mr. CRAGIN. The Senator from Penn- 


sylvania has a letter from the Second Comp- 


claimed, held, or occupied by the War Departmen 
= military or other purposes in the State of Flo: 
ida. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS IN THE DISTRICT. 
Mr. WILSON. I offer the following resolu- 


' tion, and ask for its present consideration : 


_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to consider and report if any further legis- 
lation is necessary for the protection of public mect- 


| ings in the District of Columbia. 


There being no objection the Senate pro 


| ceeded to consider the resolution. 


Mr. WILSON. I desire to ask the especial 


| consideration of the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary to this resolution. I introduce it for the 


| reason that in the District of Columbia meetings 
| have recently been interrupted continuously. | 


hold that every body of persons in this country 
has the right peaceably to assemble and ought 
to be protected. 

The resolution was adopted. 


YERGER CASE. 


Mr. THURMAN. I offer the following reso 
lution, and ask for its immediate consideration : 


Resolved, That the Attorney General be requested 
to inform the Senate immediately if any arrange- 
ment, to which he on the part of the United States 's 
a party, exists whereby Yerger, of Mississippi, 8v" 
under arrest and held by the military authorities of 
the United States, will be discharged or turned over 


| to the civil authorities of the State of Mississipp!. °° 


otherwise disposed of in case Congress by any legis 
lation should take away or restrict the jurisdiction 
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e+he Supreme Court to hear and determine the pro- 
ling before said court for the discharge of said 
Yerger on habeas corpus; and also if any arrangement 
g:is whereby the hearing of said proceeding or of 
a ipplication forthe issue of awrit of habeas corpus 
een has been delayed oris now delayed; and 


‘ oe furnish the Senate copies of all agreements 
red into between him as Attorney General and 
‘counsel of said Yerger in relation to said case. 
Mr. SUMNER. 
lie over. ice salle ‘ 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts objects, and the resolution lies 
over. under the rule. 
STATE OF GEORGIA. 


Mr. MORTON. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 
81, to perfect the reconstruction of the State 
of Georgia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. 
reported in full. 

Mr. CONKLING. Before the billis reported 
may I inquire what the result of taking up this 
bill will be at the expiration ‘of the morning 
h yur? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill inregard 
to the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court will then come before the Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. And supersede this bill ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will, unless 
the Senate otherwise direct. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I wish to ask a question 

of the Chair for information. 1 understood 
yesterday when we went into executive session 
that the matter then pending was the eight-hour 
joint resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, to which the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. 
MorritL] had proposed an amendment. I 
understood at that time that ifthe motion of 
the Senator from Illinois [Mr. TrumBu tt] had 
been adopted to take up his bill that would 
assign the eight-hour measure to the Calendar 
of unfinished business. I understood also— 
the Chair can correct me if I am mistaken— 
that the matter was not disposed of yesterday, 
hut was passed by, and so remained when the 
Senate adjourned. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair stated 
to the Senator from California last evening 
that if the Senate adopted the motion of the 
Senator from Illinois the joint resolution in 
regard to the eight-hour law would go upon 
the Calendar to be reached in its order, or 
taken up out af order by a motion in the Senate, 
the same as this bill now in regard to Georgia 
was on the Calendar and has been taken up 
on the motion of the Senator from Indiana. 
Atone o’clock the billin regard to the appellate 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, under the 
rule of the Senate, will come up as the unfin- 
ished business pending last evening at the 
adjournment. ‘The joint resolution in regard 
to the eight-hour law is on the Calendar. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I was very desirous that 
the eight-hour question should not be displaced, 
but that it should come up directly after the 
disposition of the bill of the Senator from 
Illinois. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will de- 
pend on the action of the Senate ; or the Sen- 
ator from California can move, when the Sen- 
ate is considering the bill at one o’clock in 
regard to the appellate jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court, to set it aside for the purpose 
of taking up the eight-hour law. 

Mr. CASSERLY. At one o'clock? 
wal he VICE PRESIDENT. At one o'clock. 
"he Secretary will-report the bill now before 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 
he Committee on the Judiciary report a modi- 
fied bill, striking out all after the enacting 
clause of the original bill, and to avoid the 
reading of the original bill, if there be no 
oujection, the modiiied bill will be reported as 
the bill, as there are amendments offered and 
to be offered to the bill. The Chair hears no 
objection, The Secretary will so report it. 

Che Secretary read the bill as proposed to 


That resolution had better 


The bill will be 





be amended by the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, as follows: 

That the Governor of the State of Georgia be, and 
he is hereby, authorized and directed forthwith by 
proclamation to summon all persons elected to the 
General Assembly of said State, as appears by the 
proclamation of George G. Meade, the general com- 
manding the military district including the State of 
Georgia, dated June 25, 1868, to appear on some day 
certain, to benamed in said proclamation, at Atlanta, 
in said State; and thereupon the said General As- 
sembly of said State shall proceed to perfect its 
organization, in conformity with the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, according to the pro- 
visions of this act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enaeted, That when the 
members so elected to said senate and house of 
representatives shall be convened as aforesaid each 


| and every member and each and every person claim- 


ing to be elected as a member of said senate or house 
of representatives shall, in addition to taking the 
oath or oaths required by the constitution of Georgia, 
also take and subscribe and file in the office of the 
secretary of State of the State of Georgia one of the 
following oaths or affirmations, namely: *‘I do sol- 
emnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be,) that I 
have never held the office or exercised the duties of 
a Senator or Representative in Congress, nor been a 
member of the Legislature of any State of the United 
States, nor held any civil office created by law forthe 
administration of any general law of a State, or for 
the administration of justice in any State or under 
the laws of the United States, nor held any office in 
the military or naval service of the United States 
and thereafter engaged in insurrection or rebellion 
against the United States, or gave aid or comfort to 
its enemies, or rendered voluntary or involuntary 
support orajd to any insurrection or rebellion against 
the United States, nor held any office under or given 
any support to any government of any kind organized 
or acting in hostility to the United States or levying 
war against the United States. So help me God, (or 
on the pains and penalties of perjury, as the case may 
be.’’) Or the following oath or aflirmation, namely: 
**T do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) 
that I havebeen relieved by an act of Congress of the 
United States from disability as provided for by sec- 
tion three of the fourteenth amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. So hehp me God, (or 
on the pains and penalties of perjury, as the case 
may be.”) Which oath or affirmation, when so filed, 
shall be entered of record by the secretary of State 
of the State of Georgia, and said oath or affirmation, 
or a copy of the record thereof, duly certified by said 
secretary of State, shall be evidence in all courts and 
places. And every person claiming to be so elected 
who shall refuse or decline or neglect or be unableto 
take one of said oaths or affirmations above provided 
shall not be admitted to a seat in said senate or house 
of representatives, or to a participation in the pro- 
ceedings thereof, but shall be deemed ineligible to 
such seats. 

Sec.3. And be it further enacted, Thatif any person 
claiming to be elected to said senate or house of rep- 
resentatives, as aforesaid, shall falsely take either 
of said oaths or affirmations above provided heshall 
be- deemed guilty of perjury, and shall suffer the 
pains and penalties thereof; and may be tried, con- 
victed, and punished therefor by the circuit court 
of the United States for the district of Georgia in 
which district said crime was committed; and the 
jurisdiction of said court shall be sole and exelusive 
for the purpose aforesaid. 

Src. 4. And he it further enacted, That the persons 
elected, as aforesaid, and entitled to compose such 
Legislature, and who shall comply with the provis- 
ions of this act, by taking one of the oaths or aflirm- 
ations above preseribed, shall thereupon proceed, in 
said senate and house of representatives to which 
they have been clected, respectively, to reorganize 
said senate and house of representatives, respect- 
ively, by the eleetion of the proper officers of each 
house. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any per- 
son shall by force, violence, or fraud willfully hinder 
or interrupt amy person or persons elected as afore- 
said from taking either of the oaths or affirmations 
prescribed by this act, or from participating in the 
proceedings of said senate or house of representa- 
tives after having taken one of said oaths or affirm- 
ations, and otherwise complied with this act, be shall 
be deemed guilty of a felony, and may be tried, con- 
victed, and punished therefor by the circuit or dis- 
trict court of the United States for the district of 
Georgia in which district said offense shall be com- 
mitted; and shall be punished therefor by imprison- 
ment at hard labor for not less than two nor more 
than ten years, in the discretion of the court; and 
the jurisdiction of said courts shall be sole and exclus- 
ive for the purpose aforesaid. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That it is hereby 
declared that the exclusion of any person or persons 
elected as aforesaid, and being otherwise qualified, 


from participation in the proceedings of said senate | 


or house of representatives, upon the ground of race, 


| eolor, or previous condition of servitude, would be 


illegal and revolutionary, and is hereby prohibited. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, Thatupon theappli- 
eation of the Governor of Georgia the President ofthe 
United States shall employ such military or naval 
forces of .the United States as may be necessary to 
enforce and execute the provisions of this act. 

Sec. &. And be it further enacted, That the Legisla- 
ture of Georgia shall be regarded as provisionai only 
until the further action of Congress. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 


objection this will stand as the original bill 
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Mr. MORTON. I ask the Secretary to read 
the amendment that I have submitted. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to strike out the eighth section andin heu 
thereof to insert the following: 

That the Legislature shall be provisional only, and 
until after it has ratified the fourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, and Senators and Representatives in € 
gress from the State of Georgia have been adinitted 
to their seats. 

My. MORTON. Lofferanadditional amend 
ment to section seven. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Doesthe Senator 
desire the whole of this to be read as one amend 
ment in lieu of the eighth section? 

Mr. MORTON. No, sir; the second section 
comes in as an additional one. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the ques 
tion now will be on the motion to strike out 
the eighth section and to insert what has just 
been reported by the Secretary. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President, that 
provision requiring the Legislature to adopt 
the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution was 
omitted from the bill by the committee, or a 
majority of the committee, purposely and not 
by accident. My objection personally to the 
Senator’s amendment is twofold ; first, I think 
it wholly unnecessary. If the people of Geor- 
gia do not understand already that they will not 
be admitted into the Union until the fifteenth 
amendment to the Constitution is adopted by 
them, they certainly will understand it before 
they get in. But I think the amendment is 
pernicious in this respect: it will be claimed 
hereafter, and will be the subject of much dis 
cussion, that these southern States have not 
voluntarily ratified that amendment of the Con- 
stitution. I do not say that that claim is wel! 


| founded; I do not believe it is; but we shall 


hear it, and | am opposed to any amendment 
of this bill which shall lead manifestly to the 
discussion of these troublesome subjects here- 
after. ‘hey will say that they were held by 
military power; they will say that Congress 
dictated to them the terms upon which they 
were to come into the Union; that they were 
practically and substantially in duress and are 
not bound by the vote of adoption they have 
passed. Now, Il am simply objecting to this 
because | am opposed to making up a bill of 
exceptions upon which some future Jeff. Davis 
shall move for a new trial. 

Mr. DRAKE. I would inquire of the hon 
orable Senator from Wisconsin whereabouts 
that ground is to be taken and for what pur- 
pose it is to be taken in the future? 

Mr. CARPENTER. It will be taken by the 
enemies of this country, not by its friends; but 
i thinkwe have seen enough in the experience 
of the last ten years to make it desirable to 
steer clear of such discussions, even from the 
enemies, 

Mr. DRAKE. I did not know but that the 
question of whether those constitutional amend- 
ments were ratified was in some future day to 
be brought for decision before the Supreme 
Court of the United States, where it might be 
denied that they had been constitutionally 
adopted and the plea of duress put in by the 
State of Georgia to show that he had been 
coerced into the ratification, and therefore that 
her ratification was void. Unless this subject 
is in that way to go before some outside tribu- 
nal which is regarded by the Committee on the 


| Judiciary of the Senate as having a higher 


power than that of Congress, I do not see that 
we need to have any particular apprehension 
about the matter being put in the shape pro- 
posed by the Senator from Indiana. If it is to 
come before Congress, then it will probably 
make no difference whether Georgia ratifies 
these amendments under the coercion of this 
section or not. 

Mr. President, I want that these rebel States 
should be made to feel the power of this nation 
through its Congress. I want that the rebels 
of the South, as much rebels probably in heart 
to-day as they ever were, may be made to fee! 
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that there is a power here that can hold them 
to their places under this Government. I 
wish especially that the infamy of that Georgia 
Legislature should be wiped out by this kind 
of retribution. I was the first to raise a voice 
in the Senate Chamber against the swearing 
in of the two Senators-elect from that State ; 
and J am glad to see that, after the lapse of 
more than a year, the time has come when the 
rights of the loyal men of Georgia are to have 
a hearing upon the floor of this Senate and the 
arm of the United States Government is to 
reach down there and vindicate them. I am 


glad to find that the time is approaching when 
the men who seized the dominion of the Legis- || 


lature of Georgia are to be told that that domin 
ion must end, and that the loyal men elected 
by the people of Georgia to the Legislature of 
that State shall have their seats there no mat- 
ter what the color of their skin may be. And, 


sir, ! want the thing to appear right on the | 
face of this bill if it is to become a law; I want || 
| work? 


it to be understood throughout the United 


States that there is a Congress of the United || 
| after having required the ratification of the 
| fifteenth amendment of three of these States, 


States that wields the sovereignty of this nation, 
and that that sovereignty can neither be arrested 
by States nor by the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Sir, | hope that the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Indiana will prevail. I hope 
that we shall put upon this law the condition- 
precedent that these constitutional amend- 
ments shall be ratified before that State gov- 
ernment shall be regarded as anything but 
provisional. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, the objection 


made by the Senator from Wisconsin, | take it, | 


is a direct impeachment of the whole recon- 
struction policy, from first to last. The original 
act provided as a condition-precedent, as one 
of the conditions of reconstruction, that the 
rebellious States should ratify the fourteenth 
amendment. We didnot put them in durance ; 
we cannot require them to do it; we do not by 
this amendment propose to require them to do 
it, but we put it to them as a condition upon 
which they may return for the future security 
and peace of this nation. 


Now, sir, if we refuse to require it in the case | 


of Georgia it is saying to those who have con- 
stantly opposed our policy, it is ourselves con- 
fessing, that the original and material condition 
of the reconstruction act was wrong. Are we 
prepared at this stage of the proceeding to make 
that confession? Lam not prepared to make 
it, and if | did make it it would be incorrectly 
and improperly made. 

Why, sir, when Virginia and Texas and Mis- 
sissipp! came before Congress at the last ses- 
sion for another act authorizing an election to 
be held we put their return upon the condition 
that they should ratify the fifteenth amend- 
ment. If we did it in their case why shall we 
not do it in the case of Georgia? The Senator 
from Wisconsin voted, if I remember correctly, 
to require that as a condition at the hands of 
Texas, Mississippi, and Virginia, and if it 
might be required of those States why not 
require it of Georgia? 

Sir, it is not our fault that Georgia has not 
been reconstructed. It is the result of her 
treachery, the treachery of her Legislature, the 
violation of good faith upon her part. She has 
by her acts put off her reconstruction until the 
fifteenth amendment has come before the coun- 
try and until reflection and experience have 
shown that the ratification of the fifteenth 
amendment is necessary to the preservation of 
the whole work of reconstruction from the 
beginning. 

Vithout the fifteenth amendment there is 
no security for colored suffrage in any of the 
southern States. When the late rebels shall 
get the power, and when colored suffrage is 
secured no other way except by the constitu- 
tion of the State, they will disfranchise one 
atier another the colored men in every south- 
ern State. There is no security for colored suf: 
frage, there is no security for the whole work 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


of reconstruction, except by putting universal 
suffrage in the Constitution and under the pro- 
tection of the laws of the United States. 


Now, I ask why we shall run any risk at this 


time? We have not the power to require 
Georgia to ratify; we cannot do that; but we 


have the power to say ‘‘ Until you give security || 


by your good behavior, by the ratification of 


this amendment, and by giving to us this guar- 


antee, you shall not return to the enjoyment of 


those privileges that you so criminally and so || 


wickedly threw away; you went out of your 


own volition and upon your own will ; now you | 
shall come back upon our volition and upon | 


our will and upon such terms as shall secure 


the future peace and happiness of this coun- 











try.’ 

‘Sir, the objection made by the Senator from 
Wisconsin—I knowhe does not mean that, for 
his heart is with us—impeaches all that we have 
done upon thissubject. Are we prepared, now 
and thus early, ourselves to go back on our own 
After having required the ratification 
of the fourteenth amendment ofall these States, 


shall we now say that we must not require it of 
another because that will be duress and it will 
put an argument into the mouth of some future 
Jeff. Davis? 

But the Senator says that if you reconstruct 
the Legislature it will certainly ratify the fif- 
teenth amendment. I would sayto my distin- 
guished friend that there is no certainty upon 
that subject. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
gentleman. I did not say that the Legislature 
would ratify it, but I intimated a pretty strong 
opinion that if they did not they would not get 
into the Union again. 

Mr. MORTON. That is my friend’s argu- 
ment. If we do not require it as a condition- 
precedent can we honorably require it as a 
condition-subsequent? If they go on and do 
all that we now require, then when they come 
up with their Representatives and Senators can 
we honorably say, ‘‘ You have not done another 
thing which we did not require of you?’’ No, 
sir; now is the time to require it, and not 
when they come here with Senators and Rep- 
resentatives. We cannot then honorably refuse 
to receive them because they have not done a 
thing which we have not required of them. 
No, sir; now is the time to doit. Weneed run 
no risk; we have but to pursue our own policy 
to do in regard to Georgia what we have done 
in regard toall the rest of these States; and we 
cannot now refuse to do in regard to Georgia 
what we have done in regard to the others 
without impeaching our past action and thus 
furnishing the best argument that can be fur- 
nished to the future Jeff. Davis. 

Now, Mr. President, why run any risk? We 


know not what condition that Legislature will | 


be in whenit comes together. There may be a 
majority there friendly to the fifteenth amend- 
ment or there may not be. ‘Two or three of 
them have been killed since the Legislature was 
first organized; some of them have resigned ; 
the whereabouts of two or three of them Iam 
told is not known; avd when they come to- 
gether again, even under this organization that 
is proposed here, they will come under great 
pressure ; and if we do not require the ratifi- 
cation of the fifteenth amendment as a con- 
dition-precedent there will be great pressure 
brought to bear upon them, and they will be 
urged by every consideration not to go any 
further than Congress has required of them; 
they will be promised forgiveness by their Dem- 
ocratie enemies if they will only refuse to go 
any furtherthan Congress has required of them. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The— 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I move—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
will suspend his remarks. The hour of one 


o'clock having arrived, the unfinished business 
of yesterday is before the Senate. 
I move to postpone the 


Mr. MORTON. 


I beg to correct the | 
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unfinished business for the purpose of ep), 
uing the consideration of the Georgia bi!) 

Mr. TRUMBULL. TI suppose ‘that I " 
entitled to the floor on the antinished business. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator fro, 
Illinois is entitled to the floor if he claims i; 

Mr. MORTON. I have made a motion ; 
postpone that business. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By the usage , 
the Senate at one o'clock the unfinished ae 
ness of the preceding day is before the Sear, 
and if the Senator from Illinois insists oy ] Se 
right to the floor, as he had the floor when the 
bill which is the unfinished business was talc... 
up last evening, he is now entitled to the {j,., 
and cannot be taken from it without his eos. 
|| sent. 

Mr. MORTON. Is not my motion in order 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not, by 4 
usage of the Senate, as the Senator from || 
nois is entitled to the floor. At one o'clock to 
|| unfinished business comes up and the Senaty, 
| from Illinois takes the floor. , 
|| Mr. MORTON. My motion was made befo;. 
'| he took the floor. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The rule whic) 

the Chair has stated can only be dispensed wi;), 
by unanimous consent unless the Senator from 
| Iilinois yields the floor to allow the motion of 
| the Senator from Indiana to be made, whic) 
| he has declined to do. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I call up the bill whic) 
is the unfinished business. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Sey 
ator from Illinois yield to the Senator from 
Indiana, who desires to make a motion to post. 
pone it? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
|| bill be read. 
| Mr. CASSERLY. Will the Senator from 
Illinois allow me to make a motion in refer 
ence to the eight-hour bill, not to interfer 
| with his bill, but simply to ask that it may {| 
| low his bill in the order of business ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think that would give 
rise to controversy, because there would be 
| disposition to bring up the Virginia bill imme- 
diately after that, and the Senator from Cali 
fornia would gain nothing, I think, if I were 
' to yield the floor for that purpose. 
| Mr. MORTON. Is it in order for me now 
| to renew my motion? 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not. The 
Senator from Illinois claims the floor, and he 
is entitled to it. 

Mr. POMEROY. I understood the Senator 
from Indiana to have made his motion before 
he concluded his remarks and before the Chair 
announced the expiration of the morning 
hour. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ido not propose to take 
up much time 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
reply to the Senator from Kansas that the 
remarks of the Senator from Indiana were 
interrupted by the Chair, one or two minutes 
after one o’clock, by his stating that the unfin- 
ished business was before the Senate, and then 
the Senator from Indiana sought to move that 
it be postponed. 

Mr. POMEROY. I thought the Senator 
from Indiana made his motion before he had 
concluded his remarks. 

Mr. MORTON. I did. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Kan- 
sas will bear in mind that the bill had not been 
called up, and he could not move to postpone 
it until it was brought before the Senate ; and 
when it was brought before the Senate I was 
entitled to the floor upon it. [ ask the Clerk 
to read the bill. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Illinois declines to yield; but the Chair will 
state to the Senator from California, if per 
mitted, that it will require unanimous consent 
| to order that the eight-hour bill shall come up 

as the next business after the pending bill, for 
| this reason: a rule of the Senate declares that 


In. 
il 


No, sir; I ask that the 
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~hatever business shall be pending when 
» Senate adjourns shall be the unfinished 
ness and be the first business in order at 
»'clock the next day, even in priority to a 
vecial order. ‘The Secretary will report the 
nding bill. 
cpREME COURT’S APPELLATE JURISDICTION. 
rhe Secretary read the bill (S. No. 280) in 
ation to the appellate jurisdiction of the 
rome Court of the U nited States. 
ihe VICE PRESIDENT. This billis before 
. Senate as in Committee of the Whole. An 
mendment has been reported by the Commit- 
in the Judiciary to strike out all of the 
| after the enacting clause and to insert the 
ls which will now be read. 
'he Secretary read the words proposed 
inserted, as follows: 


[hat under the Constitution the > dnaticiel power of 
United States does not ¢ mbrace political power, 
rive to the judicial tribunals any authority to 

estion the aecia sion of the politic al departments 
he Government on political questions; and it is 

declared that all courts of the United States 

, the administration of justice shall be bound by 

, ‘sions of the political departments of the Goy- 
iment on political question 
ec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it rests with 

Congress to dec ide what government is the estab- 
ed one ina State; and it is hereby, in accordance 

h former le gislation, dec lare dl that no eivil State 

vernment existsin Virginia, Mississippi, or Texas, 

nd no so-ealled civil State government in either of 

id States shall be recognized as a valid or legal 
state government, either by the executive or judi- 

| power or authority of the United States, until 
Congress shall so provide, or until such State gov- 

nment is represented in the Congress of the United 
and it is hereby declared that the act of Con- 

s entitled ** An act to provide for the more eflfi- 
ent government of the rebel States,’’ passed March 

, 1807, and the several acts supp slement: ury thereto, 
polities alin their character, the propriety orv alid- 

ity of which no judicial tribun: al i is competent to ques- 
mn; and the Supreme Court of the United States is 
eby prohibited from entertaining jurisdiction of 
Ny case growing out of the execution of said acts in 
ier of said States until Senators and Represent- 
tives from such States shall be admitted into the 
Congress of the United States, or Congress shall rec- 
nize such State government as valid; and mean- 
vhile all acts or parts of acts authorizing an appeal, 
writ of error, habeas corpus, or other proceeding, to 
ving before said Supreme Court for review any case, 

il or criminal, or other proceeding arising out of 

ec execution of said act to provide for the more 
eflicient government of the rebel States, and of the 
wts sup plementary thereto, or which authorize an 
i pp al in any ease from the judgment of the circuit 

urtof the United Statesina habeas corpus proceed- 
ng to the Supreme Court, or which authorize the 
Supreme Court to issue a writ of habeas corpus or 
ther writ to bring before it for review any judgment 

a cireuit or any other court, or of any judge 
thereof, in a habeas corpus case or proceeding, be, 

nd the same are hereby, suspended. And no law 
heretofore passed extending the judicial system of 
the United States over any of said rebel States shall 
be construed _to recognize any State government 
existing therein until Senators and Representatives 
rom said State shall be admitted into the Congress 
if the United States or Congress shall recognize a 
state government therein as valid. And the ans 
dent is hereby directed to hok oe proceed with all 

prisoners held in said States by military authority, 

without regard to any civil proceeding or authority 
whatsoever. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I should 
not have insisted upon going on with the bill 
which is the order of the day, and certainly 
not without taking a vote of the Senate, but 
that [ had been appealed to to obtain early 
action upon this bill. It is thought to be of 
public importance by other departments of 
the Government, and | saw thatastruggle would 
ensue a3 to which bill would have precedence 
and in that struggle we should very likely con- 
sume the day and not make progress with 
either. I therefore thought it would most facil- 
itate the business of the Senate if we should go 
on w.th this bill; and I hope we shall be able 
to finish it during the present sitting of the 
Senate. 

In oe this bill from the Committee on 
the Judiciary I desire to say that it was not 
done with any view of infringing upon the 
independence of the judicial department of 
the Government. From some remarks made 
in this body and some publications which have 
found their way in the newspapers of the 
country it would be supposed that a bill had 


THE 


been reported which was infringing upon the | 


independence of the judiciary ; 
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lative department of the Government was un- 
dertaking to arrogate to itself a jurisdiction 
and authority that properly belong to another 
department of the Government. No person 
in this Chamber or elsewhere recognizes more 
fully than I do the necessity of a “division of 
the powers of the Government. I agree that 
the concentration of all the powers of Gov- 
ernment into the hands of one set of men, no 
matter how many or how few, constitutes the 
very definition of tyranny, and that it is abso- 
lutely essential to the maintenance of our free 
institutions that we should maintain the inde- 
pendence of each of the departments of the 
Government. It is the division of the powers 
of government among different departments, 
and then again between the States of the 
Union and the Federal Government, that con- 
stitutes the safety of the liberties of the people ; 


| and I believe just as much in maintaining the 


proper rights of the States as I do the proper 
rights of ‘the Federal Government, and each 
as essential to the maintenance of the liberties 
of the people. 

Some of the States undertook to arrogate to 
themselves powers not belonging to them under 
our system of Government, and the result was 
a civil war; and the authority of the Govern- 
ment has been maintained against the unwar- 


, ranted authority sought to be exercised by 


certain States of the Union. While that is so 
we should now guard against going too far in 
the other direction, and absorbing here in the 
l‘ederal Government and at the center all the 
powers of Government and such as do not be- 
long to us, but properly belong to the States. 
I shall be as ready to maintain the inde- 
pendence of the judiciary in the exercise of its 
legitimate functions as [ am to maintain the 


jurisdiction of the legislative department of the 


Government in what properly belongs to it. 
If the effect of this bill would be to break down 
the judiciary and to concentrate the power 
properly belonging to that department of the 
Government in the legislative department of the 
Government it could not have my support. | 
do not join in the hue and ery which is raised 
in some quarters against the Supreme Court of 
the United States. I have a very high respect 
for that court and for the members who com- 
pose it. The ablest men in the nation have at 
different times occupied seats upon the bench 
of that court. Its decisions compare favorably 


with the decisions of the judicial tribunals of 


any civilized country on the face of the globe ; 
its reports, taken as a whole, are a credit to 
the nation. But, sir, 1 wish to define by 
legislative enactment to some extent what are 
judicial and what are legislative questions, and 
in doing this I do not propose to go one step 
beyond the decisions which the court itself has 
made. 

With these general remarks I desire to call 
attention to the bill under consideration, and 
before doing that I wish to say that this bill is 
not framed with reference to any case that is 
now pending inthecourt. I donot understand 
that there is any case pending in the Supreme 
Court of the United States at this moment 
involving the validity of what are known as the 
reconstruction acts; but there have been efforts 
made from the beginning to get such cases before 
the court. Bills were filed on the part of what 
claimed to be the State of Georgia at one time, 
and then by what claimed to be the State of 
Mississippi, with a view of bringing before the 


judicial tribunals of the country the question 


as to what constituted a State, a question with 
which the judicial tribunals have nothing to do. 
It is apprehended that other attempts may be 
made to bring such cases before the courts, 
and it is with a view of declaring by the legis- 
lative authority that the courts have no juris- 
diction of such cases, that the whole country 
may know it, that we propose to pass this bill, 
and also in one respect to take from the court 
a jurisdic tion which it now claims to have, and 
which under former decisions it is admitted it 


that the legis- '' does have. 
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lhe first section of this bill declares— 

That under the Constitution the judicial power of 
the United States does not embrace political power, 
or give to the judicial tribunals any authority to ques 
tion the decision of the political departments ; i the 
Government on political questions; and it is herehy 
deelared that all courts of the United States in ¢ 
administration of justice shall be bound by th 
cisions of the political departments of the G 
ment on political questions. 

Now, I would ask if any one on either s 
of the Chamber questions the soundness 
that proposition? Is it not admitted by law 
yers everywhere, by all the decisions of the 
courts and by ev erybody, that the judicial tri- 
bunals have no jurisdiction of nee ques- 
tions? The Supreme Court of the United 
States has over and over decided this aie 
I will read a single sentence from a decision 
of the Supreme Court announcing this doctrine, 
and this was in a case involving the title to 
land, a controversy between private citizens as 
to the right to a piece of land. I admit, con- 
trary to the doctrine enunciated the other day 
by the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Drake, ] 
that in the Supreme Court of the United States 
and other courts when a case arises involving 
the right to property, or a personal right, and 
there isa conflict between the fundamental law, 
the Constitution of the United States, and a 
statute of the United States which is irrecon 
cilable, and one party is claiming a right under 
the Constitution and the other a right under 
the statute, these rights being in conflict, the 
court must necessarily decide between them, 
and in making that decision it must give effi 
cacy under our system of government to the 
fundamental law, the Constitution. If it be 
not so there is no such thing as a constitutional 
government, and the constitutions which our 
iathers framed, which we have in all the States, 
are so much worthless paper; these funda- 
mental laws which the people themselves have 
made are of no efficacy, and are no restraints 
upon their representatives when they meet 
together in a legislative assembly. 

Irom the nature of things if a constitutional 
government is to be maintained, if the 
have it in their power, in their sovereign capa 
city to lay down a fundamental law for the 
government of their servants which their ser- 
vants shall be bound by, then, of necessity, when 
a conflict arises between the act of the servant 
and the act of the sovereign people the act of 
the servant must give way to the decree of the 
sovereign power. To hold otherwise would be 
to put the servant above his master, and, as | 
said, would be utterly subversive of our system 
of government. 

But, sir, it is only when this conflict is plain, 
direct, and obvious that a court is justified in 
holding a statute inapplicable or invalid in 
reference to the particular case under consider- 
tion, because of its conflict with the Constitu- 
tion, and so the courts have held; and accord- 
ing to my recollection there never have been 
half a dozen cases since the Government was 
formed where the Supreme Court of the United 
States held a statute inoperative in a particular 
case before it because of its conflict with the 
Constitution of the United States. The cases 
are very rare, and when the Supreme Court 
has so held it has not been the particular decision 
of that case, or the point involved in the case, 
that has shocked the country. It has been the 
going out of the record and giving a dissertation 
on the powers of Congress and as to what it 
would have the authority to do or not to do 
as to the political powers of the legislative 
ineutapeed of the Government, with which the 
court had nothing to do and over which it had 
no jurisdiction, that has subjected the court to 
attack. Why, sir, take the famous Dred Scott 
case, and what was the decision in it? Simply 
that the circuit court had no jurisdiction of 
the case; that was all there was in it; tbat 
Dred Scott was not a citizen within the mean 
ing of the Constitution of the United States so 
as to authorize him to bring a suit in the 
Federal courts. That wasall there was of the 
decision ; but the court traveled beyond that, 


people 
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and undertook to declare what the powers of 
Congress were over the Territories of the United 
States; undertook to tell what laws Congress 
might pass, not in reference to the citizenship 
of Dred Scott, but as to whether slavery could 
go into the Territories of the United States or 
into the various States of the Union. And, sir, 
it was the promulgation of that doctrine out- 
side of the case which shocked the nation and 
brought reproach upon the court. 

Sir, you may look at other cases; look at 
the famous Milligan case from your own State. 
Every judge of the Supreme Court held that 
the military commission which tried Milligan 
was unauthorized by the statutes of the United 
States. The whole court held that he properly 
ought to be discharged, because it was im- 
proper to have tried him by military commis- 


sion in the State of Indiana, the laws of the | 
United States not warranting it. All the judges | 
agreed in that; but after so deciding and thus | 


disposing of Milligan, then we had a disserta- || 
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repeal of certain authority to issue writs of 
habeas corpus by the Supreme Court. On this 
subject | apprehend there is a great misunder- 
standing, if not in the Senate, in the country. 
‘he Supreme Court of the United States has 
not and never did have any authority to issue 
a writ of habeas corpus in an original case, 
unless it was in reference to those particular 
“ases over which original jurisdiction is given 
by the Constitution of the United States in the 


| following words: 


‘*Tn all cases affecting embassadors, other pubKe 
ministers, and consuls, and those in which a State 
shall be a party, the Supreme Court shall have ori- 
ginal jurisdiction.’”’ 


It has no original jurisdiction in any other 


| case, and Congress has no power to give it any 


original jurisdiction in any other case. This 


_has been repeatedly held by the court. It 


tion as to what in a hypothetical case Congress || 


might or might not do. 
| assent to the authority of the court to de- 


cide a law unconstitutional and void asapplied | 


to a particular case when a private right is 
involved and the case is judicially before it. 
It may decide, and if there is a palpable con- 
flict between the Constitution and a law of 
Congress governing the right that is claimed or 
denied ought to decide in favor of the supe- 
rior Jaw. But, sir, | promised to show that 
the Supreme Court had never claimed author 
ity to decide political questions, and I will read 
a single sentence from the opinion of the court 
in a case, as I said, involving title to land, 
This is the language of the court: 

‘We think, then, however individual judges 
might construe the treaty of San Ildefonso, it is the 
province of the court to conform its decisions to the 
will of the Legislature.” 

That was in the case of Foster vs. Neilson, 
reported in 2 Peters. ‘The Supreme Court again, 
in the case of The United States vs. Hynes, re- 
ported in 9 Howard, used this language : 


could issue a writ of habeas corpus in a case 
affecting embassadors, other public ministers 
and consuls, or in cases in which a State should 
be a party if there could be a case to which the 


writ of habeas corpus would be applicable in | 
| reference to asuit to which a State was a party. 


All its other jurisdiction is appellate. It has 
no authority to issue a writ of habeas corpus in 
appellate cases, with very few exceptions, 

f a2 commissioner of the United States, ifa 


judge of a district court, commits a person to 


prison, there is no appeal to the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and never was any appeal 
to the Supreme Court of the United States in 
any of those cases, at least until an act passed 
about 1845, I think, relating to persons impris- 
oned under the law of nations. There an ap- 
peal was allowed in certain cases because it was 
supposed they might affect international law 
and the dealings of the country with foreign 
Powers to some extent. But under the judi- 


ciary act of 1789 the Supreme Court has nojuris- | 


| diction to issue writs of habeas corpus in appel- 


late cases, unless it is where a United States 


| court commits a person to prison, and there 
|| the Supreme Court held at an early day that a 


“The legislative and executive departments of the | 


Government have determined that the entire terri- 
tory was to be ceded. This court have solemnly and 
repeatedly declared that this was a matter peculiarly 
belonging to the cognizance of those departmenis, 
and that the propriety of their determination is not 
within the province of the judiciary to contravene 
or question.” 


There is nothing, then, in the first section of 


this bill in conflict with the decisions of the | 


Supreme Court itself. I come now to the sec- 
ond section, which declares *‘ that it rests with 
Congress to decide what government is the 
established one in a State; and it is hereby 
declared, in accordance with former legislation, 
that no civil State government exists in Vir- 
ginia’’ and certain other States, going on to 
name them. That is nothing more than the 
language of the Supreme Court; its words 
are copied into this bill, declaring that ‘it 
rests with Congress to decide what government 
is the established one in a State.’’ Chief Jus- 
tice Taney, delivering the opinion of the court 
in the celebrated case of Luther vs. Borden, 
7 Howard, says: 

“Under this article of the Constitution it rests with 
Congress to decide what government is the estab- 
lished one in a State.” 

Those are his words. They are copied into 
this bill. Whether Taney had said ‘it or not it 
18 a truism, and it is proper to declare it here. 

Then the bill goes on to declare that there is 


no existing State government in the States | 


named. 
judicial department of the Government, be- 
cause they have said that it rests with Congress 
to declare what is a State government.. Con- 
gress, then, by declaring it makes an end of 
that question. The court is not competent to 
investigate it. This same case of Luther vs. 
Borden decides that one mode by which Con- 
gress may determine what is the government 
of a State is to admit Senators and Represent- 
atives from it. 


The other provisions of the bill relate to the | 


This is a declaration binding upon the | 





writ of habeas corpus might issue, or rather a 
writ of certiorari, to bring up the proceedings 
of the jadge below committing the prisoner, 
and they called that an appellate jurisdiction. 
The court had decided in the case of Marbury 
vs. Madison that it had no authority to issue : 


| writof mandamus, because the issuing of a writ 
of mandamus to compel an officer to do an act | 


would be the exercise of original jurisdiction, 
and it was not competent for Congress to confer 
upon the Supreme Court original jurisdiction to 
do anything. It could only exercise that ori- 
ginal jurisdiction which had been conferred 
upon it by the Constitution. 

The fourteenth section of the judiciary act 
of 1789 is the one that gives the Supreme Court 
this appellate jurisdiction in habeas corpus cases 
if itis given at all. It reads as follows: 

* All the before-mentioned courts”— 


Referring to the district, circuit, and Supreme 
Courts of the United States- 


. 


‘ofthe United States shall have power to issue writs 
of scire facias, habeas corpus, and all other writs not 
specially provided for by statute which may be neces- 
sary for the exercise of their respective jurisdictions 
andagreeabletothe principles and usages oflaw. And 
either of the justices of the Supreme Court, as well 
as judges of the district courts, shall have power to 
grant writs of habeas corpus for the purpose of an in- 
quiry into the cause of commitment: Provided, That 
writs of habeas corpus shall in no ease extend to 
prisoners in jail, unless where they are in custody 
under or by color of the authority of the United 
States, or are committed for trial before some court 
of the same, or are necessary to be brought into 
court to testify.” 


Under this section the Supreme Court has 
held that it had no authority to issue an original 
writ of habeas corpus, but could only do so in 
reference to a person who had been committed 
by a circuit court, not by a judge. 
of a court before whom a prisoner is brought 


may commit him to prison, and he stays | 
| there, and the Supreme Court of the United 


States has not, and never had, any anthority 
to bring up the prisoner and discharge him; 
bat if the judge was sitting in court when he 


The judge || 
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committed the prisoner the Supreme Coy 
by a construction put upon this law at an ear), 
day, held that it could bring the prisoner bey, 
it and review what the circuit court had ey 
‘That decision was very questionable; jt w. 
made by a divided court; but it has been f,) 
_lowed since. Now, the bill which has bees 
reported by the Committee on the Judician, 
_ proposes to repeal that limited authority, whic) 
the Supreme Court has exercised in a few cgen., 
| to bring before it a person confined by the orde. 
ofacourt. It repeals the construction, and ; : 
more, which the court put upon the judiciary 
act of 1789—a doubtful construction at ox. 
|| and intend to offer before I sit down an amen, 
ment to restrict the powers of the justices os 
the Supreme Court in issuing writs of hale, 
corpus under the fourteenth section of the jud 
ciary act to their respective circuits. 
The language of that section is very gener, 
It is that either of the justices of the Suprem 
Court as well as the judges of the district coyy:. 
shall have the power to grant writs of haley, 
corpus for the purpose of an inquiry into th, 
sause of commitment. Under this language 
it is contended by some that the judge of the 
district court in Maine may issue a writ of 
habeas corpus to bring before him a person 
confined in Oregon; and I understand tha; 
some of the justices of the Supreme Court hay, 
been disposed to hold that outside of the cir. 
cuits to which they are allotted they would 
have authority to issue a writ of habeas corpus 
to bring before them a prisoner from some 
other circuit ; that the justice of the Supreme 
Court whose home is on the Pacific slope, iy 
the State of California, would have authorit 
to issue a writ of habeas corpus to bring befor 
him a person confined in the city of New York. 
I do not think the statute fairly construed ad 
mits of sach aconstruction. 1 think when the 
authority is given to the justices of the Suprem 
Court and the judges of the district courts to 
issue writs of habeas corpus the meaning | 
that thé district judges may issue them within 
their respective districts and the justices of the 
Supreme Court within the circuits to which the: 
are allotted. But if there be any questio: 
about it [ think the statute ought to be made 
clear, and | understand there is some question. 
Hence I propose to offer as amendment to tl 
bill now pending, and I shall do-it by the au- 
thority of the Judiciary Committee, a clause 
providing that the justices of the Supreme 
Court and the judges of the district courts 
| shall only issue writs of habeas corpus to bring 
before them persons confined within their r 
| spective districts or circuits. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 

ator move that amendment now? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will send to the desk 
| now the amendment I propose to insert after 
|, the word ‘suspended’? in the thirty-fifth line 
|| of the second section. The remaining portion 
| of this second section is but a reiteration, 

except the last three lines of it, of what per- 
haps has been sufficiently said in the previous 
part of the section. It declares that no pre: 
vious legislation of Congress extending the 
jadicial system of the United States over any 
| of the rebel States shall be construed as recog 
nizing ‘‘ any State government existing therei 
until Senators and Representatives from sai 
| State shall be admitted into the Congress of the 
United States, or Congress shall recognize « 
State government therein as vaiid.’’ The three 
concluding lines are these : 
And the President is hereby directed to hold and 
proceed with all prisoners held in said States by mili 


tary authority, without regard to any civil proceed- 
ing or authority whatsoever. 


lary 


I think these lines unnecessary. I suppose 
the President of the United States would dis- 
charge his duty in that respect if they were 
omitted, aud I attach very little importance to 
them; but they were reported by the commit- 
tee and I am willing to sustain the bill*as it is, 
though individually I have no particular desire 
| that these lines should remain in the bill. 
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f have said, Mr. President, about all I cared 
Ms ‘y. and more than I should have said but 
the 1 note of alarm that has been sounded 

ye country that the Judiciary Committee of 
epate of the United States had reported 

es calculated to break down the independ- 
ence of the judiciary. It will be seen when 
»y come to scan and analyze this bill that it 
oes no such thing. It declares nothing more 
than “ Supreme Court itself has over and 
swer again decided, and takes away this doubt- 
ry power which the »y have exercised by con- 
struction, under the fourteenth section of the 
indiciary act of 1789, ina very limited class of 


Cc 


ases. 


Cun one tell me why the Supreme Court of 
the United States should have power to review 
the decision made by Judge Hoffman in Cali- 
fornia, in remanding a prisoner to jail if he 
made it on the bench and while sitting asa 
court, but should have no power to review his 
decision ina like case made as a judge and 
out of court? Should not the law be uniform 
in this respect? Is the decision of the judge 
off the bench, at his chambers, and in vaca 
tion more sacred than that which he sanioas 
solemnly in court ? And yet it is not pretended 
by anybody that the Supreme Court of the 
United States could bring before it for review 
the decision of a judge, or even of a United 
States commissioner, committing a person to 
prison, Why, then, should it have the power 
‘odo it when the judge commits as a court? 
L — the amendment which I have sent to 

e Clerk’s table. 

"The VICE PRESIDENT. The 
to the amendment will be read. 

a Secretary. In the second section of the 

mendment reported by the committee, after 
the word ‘‘ suspended,’ in the thirty-fifth line, 
it is proposed to insert : 


amendment 


And no justice of the Supreme Court, nor judge of 
any circuit or district court of the U nited States, 
shall in any case issue a writ of habeas corpus to in- 
juire into the cause of commitment, except in the 
ircuit or district court to which he is allotted or of 

which he is judge. 

Mr. THAYER. Mr. President, I am earn- 
estly in favor of the bill under discussion, but 
the subject which was before the Senate during 
the morning houris in my judgment of pressing, 
immediate importance. Ready at all times 
to unite with the honorable chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee in the support and pas- 
sage of this bill of which he has charge, 1 yet 
feel it my duty to move that the consideration 

f the pending bill and all prior orders be post- 
poned for the purpose of taking up the bill 
which was under discussion when the morning 
hour expired, relating to the reconstruction of 
Georgia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Nebraska moves that the pending and all 
prior orders be postponed for the purpose of 
resuming the consideration of the billin regard 
to Georgia. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It seems to me that we 
had better finish this bill. This bill I stated 
was considered very important by some of the 
departments of the Government, and I wish 
my friends who are pressing to bring up the 
Georgia matter to reflect for a moment that a 

state of things may arise which may produce 
infinite trouble in Georgia which would be 

avoided by the early passage of the bill under 
consideration. I do not know that any such 
case will arise, but other departments of the 
Government regard it as of very great import- 
ance that the bill under consideration should 
be promptly and early acted upon. 

Mr. DRAKE. I would inquire of the hon- 


orable Senator from Illinois whether the inti- | 


mation he has just expressed points to an inter- 

erence by the Supreme Court of the United 
States with the progress of the government in 
Georgia? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
that the Supreme Court of the United States 
a about to interfere with the government of 
Georgia ; but I have information that attempts 


I have no information | 


are being made to bring before that court 
questions which might complicate reconstruc- 


tion. 
Mr. DRAKE. And now, Mr. President, 


here is produced in the Chamber of the Senate | 


of the United States again, as it has been done 
repeatedly before, that there sits in another 
room in this Capitol a tribunal that is to be 
appealed to as superior to the Congress of the 
United States. The thing, sir, that led me 
first to deny the right of that tribunal to super- 
vise our legislation was that a Senator of the 
United States stood here on the night of the 8th 
of February last, in the very spot l now occupy, 
and shaking his fist before the Senate of the 
United States told them that but for the repeal 
of the act allowing the habeas corpus to be 
issued by that court that tribunal would have 
decided all our reconstruction acts unconsti- 
tutional and void 

The VICK PRESIDENT. As the Senator 
from Missouri has now stated his point, the 
Chair must remind the Senate of the eleventh 
rule, which forbids debate on the merits of 
questions proposed to be considered when the 
pending question is on taking them up. 

Mr. DRAKE. lam not debating the merits 
of the question, Mr. President, as 1 supposed ; 
but in one word more I shall close. ido not 
wish under any circumstances to be out of order, 
but I wish the Senate and the country to see 
the point which is urged by the Senator from 
Illinois to prevent taking up the Georgia bill. 

Mr. MORTON. There is, as we understand, 
a pressing necessity for the settlement of the 
Georgia question before the adjournment of 
Congress for the holidays. ‘There cannot, 
I imagine, be any ve ry strong necessity for 
immediate action on this judiciary bill. 
Supreme Court will adjourn this week until the 
20th of January. ‘There is no case, as we are 
assured by the chairman of the committee, 
pending before the Supreme Court at this time 
to be affected by the passage of this bill. He 
also assures us that it presents no new question. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘The Senator from In- 





] Rt 
diana will allow me to say that I have received 
information since I closed my remarks that I 
did not know of when I commenced them that 
another case is pending from Texas. I was 
not aware of that fact when I spoke. 
Mr. MORTON. The Supreme Courtadjourns 
this week and will not meet again till a period 
subsequent to the reassembling of Congress. 
There can, therefore, be no immediate necessity 
fer action upon this bill, and I am sure, from 
| what I know, that it cannot be passed through 

to-day. but there are, as we all understand, 
| cogent reasons why the Georgia question should 
be settled before the adjournment over the holi- 
days. I earnestly hope, then, without intend- 
ing to prejudice at all the bill of the Senator 
from Lilinois, that the Georgia bill will now be 
taken up and pressed forward to completion. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President—— 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair has 
stated the rule. ‘This debate appears to be 
proceeding, and if no Senator objects the Chair 
will understand that it goes on by the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER. Do I understand that the 
rule excludes a Senator from stating concise 
reasons why one measure rather than another 
should be proceeded with ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The 
read the rule of the Senate : 


** And motions to take up or proceed to the econsid- 
eration of any guestion shall be determined without 
debate upon the merits of the question proposed to 
be censidered.”’ 


Mr. SUMNER. ‘* Without debate upon the 
merits of the question.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair was 
about to state what he inferred that meant. 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg pardon. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The words “ with- 
out debate onthe merits of the question ’’ seem 
to narrow the limits of debate upon it very 
‘materially, indeed, and very closely. In the 

| first place, it must be without debate on the 


Chair will 


The | 
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| the other measure. 
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merits of the question ; that is, whether it is 
meritorious to be taken up and considered, or 
whether it is not, if the Chair understands the 
meaning of the words of the rule. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Chair will pardon me 
if 1 suggest that the meaning of the rule is 
that there should be no general debate, no gen 
eral discussion on what are called the merits 
of the question ; but | have always understood 
that one might concisely state the difference 
between two questions and the reasons why on 
should be proceeded with rather than another 

And now, with the permission of the Chair, 
if I do not take too great a liberty, I will state 
very concisely why | think we should proceed 
at this time with the Georgia bill rather than 
the other; and | begin by expressing my inter 
est in the bill of the Senator from Illinois. 
Indeed. | originated that bill in this Chamber 
this session, and the report on which we ar: 
now acting 1s founded upon a bill presented by 
me. I shall not disown it; | am anxious fo: 
its passage; but I believe that the urgency of 
this measure is not so great as the urgency of 
lL cannot believe that the 
Supreme Court will not take notice of thes« 
proceedings in the Senate and govern them 
selves accordingly. I believe they will not act 
precipitately during the pendency of this ques 
tion. Therefore, 1 am disposed for the present 
to put aside the bill relating to the appellate 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Coart, and to pro 
ceed with this other bill, which surely must be 
disposed of before the holidays, 
it is disposed of the better. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate wer 
about dividingon the motion ofthe Senator{rom 
Nebraska, which is to postpone the present and 
all prior orders for the purpose of considerin; 
the Georgia bill. 

The question being put, 
division—-ayes 26, noes 10, 

Mr. DRAKE. I eall for the yeas and nays 

The VICK PRESIDENT. ‘The 
from Missouri demands the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DRAKE, I withdraw the call. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The 
from Missouri withdraws the call for the yea 
and nays; is it renewed ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, I renew it. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered ; and bein 
taken resulted—yeas 31, nays 20; 

YEAS — Messer Abbott, Boreman, 
Buckingham, Carpenter, Chandler, Cole, 
Drake, Fenton, Gilbert, Kellogg, Mor ton, 
Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Ro 


| Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, Sherman, Stewart, Sumn¢é 


Thayer, Warner, Willey, Williams, and Wilson 31. 


and the sooner 


there were on a 


Senator 


Senato: 


sir ; 


as follows: 


Brownlow, 
Conkling, 
Patterson 


NA YS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard. Casserly, Cat 
tell, Cragin, Davis, Edmunds, Ferry, Fowler, llamil 
ton, Harlan, Howard, Morrill of Maine, Morrill « 


Vermont, 
frumbull, 


Norton, Saulsbury, Stockton, 


and Viekers—20. 


Thurman, 


ABSE NT —Messrs. Cameron, Corbett, Hamlin 
Harris, Howe, MeCreery, McDonald, Nye, Osborn, 
Pool, Spencer, Sprague, Tipton, and Yates—l4. 


So the motion was agreed to. 
STATE OF GEORGIA. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 
| 281) to perfect the reconstruction of the State 
of Georgia, the pending question being on the 
amendment of Mr. Morton, to strike out the 
eighth section of the amendment reported by 
| the Committee on the Judiciary and to insert 
in lieu thereof the following: 

That the Legislature shall be provisional only and 
until it bas ratified the fourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments to the Constitution of the United States, 
and Senators and Representatives in Congress fron 


the State of Georgia have been admitted to their 


seats. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
the Senator from Indiana [Mr. 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MORTON. I had about concluded the 
remarks I intended to make. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I cannot aaa 
question to be taken in the attitude in which the 
Senator from Indiana has left it, which would 
seem to represent me a differing with him on 

' the merits of some of the quest involved in 


On this question 
Morron] 1 


permit the 


ions 








e 


t 
. 
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hisamendment. I donot. I agree with -+him 
in every particular in matter of doctrine that 
the United States has a right to impose this 
condition upon the admission of that State ; 
but all things that are lawful are not profitable, 
and on the mere question of expediency | 
differ, and the remarks which I made were 
intended to be in the nature of what the Puri- 
tan divines used to call practical observation. 
i have no objection to the doctrine of the 
amendment. I will never vote in my place to 
admit that State until she does ratify the fif- 
teenth amendment unless I experience some 
unexpected change of mind or heart; but I 
do not see the necessity of our announcing in 


advanee what we will orwillnotdo. We shall | 


have, if this bill goes into operation, a practical 
and legal investigation going on in the State of 
Georgia itself as to the manner in which that 
Legislature is constituted. When we see the 


result of that investigation we can then determ- | 


ine whether the Legislature as it was organ- 
ized at the time her Senators were elected was 


properly constituted, or whether the changes 


that will take place by imposing this law would 
have changed that result. Wecan then determ- 
ine whether we shall admit Georgia or refuse 
to admit her until other conditions are com- 
plied with. It is only upon that mere ques- 
tion of expediency that | have any point of 


differenee whatever with the views entertained | 


and expressed by the Senator from Indiana. 


President, not simply in the name of the people 
of Georgia, but in the name of all the people, 

I protest against this mode of coercing the | 
people of the United States to adopt an amend- 
ment to their Constitution. 

‘The sole power that is given by the Constitu- 
tion to Congress isto proposeamendments. Itis 
then for every State, of its own free will, without 
coercion, without compulsion, to say whether 
it will accept your proposition or not; and 
it is simply idle and frivolous to say that a State 
freely and voluntarily accepts your proposition 
of amendment to the Constitution when you say | 
in the same breath to the State, ‘‘ If you do not | 
accept it you shall have no rights in this Union; 
you shall be taxed without representation ; you 
shall be governed by military instead of civil 
law ; the civil courts shall be trampled down | 
and drum-head court-martials shall take their 
place ; every right that is sacred to an Ameri- 
can, every right that is sacred to a freeman, 
shall be at the mercy of military tribunals and 
drum-head court-martials unless you of your 
own free will, forsooth, of your free choice, for- 
sooth, agree to alter the fundamental law of the 





| land!”’ 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I do not 


propose now, if ever, to take up the time of the 
Senate with any general discussion of this bill. 
What I shall say will be strictly confined to the 
amendment offered by the Senator from In- 
diana, and will be very brief upon that. 


} 


; ) » 4 
the difference between the Senator from 


Wisconsin and the Senator from Indiana seems | 


to be simply this: that the Senator from In- 
diana says what he means ; 
Wisconsin will not say on the record what he 
means, 

Mr. President, | am opposed either to the 
one course or the other. What I beg to call 
the attention of the Senate to is this: that this 


the Senator from | 


| stitution it will be a part of the Constitution in 


is not a question simply which concerns the | 
State of Georgia; this 1s not, as the Senator || 


from Missouri and the Senator from Indiana 
seem to suppose, a question of the merits or 
the demerits of the people of Georgia; this is 


not a question as to what conditions might | 


properly be imposed upon Georgia, if Georgia 


/as much as you have forced it upon the people 
| of Georgia, and by just precisely the same 


stood affected alone by those conditions; but | 


this is a question whether you shall impose an 
amendment to the Constitution upon the entire 


people of the United States by coercing Geor- | 


gia into the aduption of that amendment. ‘The 
question is whether you shall force that amend- 
ment on the people of Ohio, notwithstanding 
their fifty thousand majority against it, by 
coercing Georgia against her will to adopt it. 
There is not a member of the Senate who does 
not know that if Mississippi and Texas and 
Virginia and Georgia were left to their free, 
unbiased judgment on this amendment not 
one of those States would adopt it, not one of 


them would think of adopting it; and every | 


Senator well knows that without the votes of all 


four of these States the amendment cannot | 


become a part of the Constitution. 

\vhat, then, is the effect of coercing Georgia 
to adopt it? When you strangle her, when you 
deprive her citizens of the free election which 
the Constitution gives them to say what shall 
be a part of the Constitution of the Union, 
when you force her vote into the urn to be 
counted in favor of the amendment, you force 


that amendment on the people of Ohio, on the | 


people of Indiana, on the people of Illinois, on 
the whole people, however much they may be 
opposed to its adoption. My State has voted 
upon the amendment; her Legislature has 
voted upon it and rejected it; and when you 
compel Georgia against the will of her people 
to adopt this amendment you nullify the vote 
of the State of Ohio on this great question of 
amending the Constitution. Therefore, Mr. 











| else continue to be deprived of the most sacred 


| tion as to Georgia; itisa geese as to Ohio 


| duress, then you have forced this amendment | 


| does seem as if we were cutting loose from 


| me not simply to vote against it, but to utter 
| my protest, however feeble and ineffectual it 


Call that free choice! Call that a free elec- 
tion, accepting or rejecting an amendment to 
the Constitution! Why, sir, I should be insult- 
ing the understanding and intelligence of the 
Senate if I were to discuss such a proposition 
as that. No, sir; you give no free choice to 
Georgia; you give no free choice to any one 
of these States when you attach these condi- 
tions; when you say to them, with your hand 
on their throats, *‘ Accept this amendment or | 


rights of the American people.’’ 
But, as I said before, it is not simply a ques- | 





as well as to Georgia; and your decision on 
this proposition affects my State just as much 
as it affects the State of Georgia; every bit as 
much. If this is to become a part of the Con- 


Ohio as well as in Georgia. If the vote of 
Ohio rejecting it- is to be outweighed and an- 
nulled by the vote of Georgia, and the vote of 
Georgia is to be obtained by coercion, by 


to the Constitution on the people of Ohio just 


means. 

Sir, for one I marvel at what I see is called 
progress. I may be too old to understand thése 
new lights; it may be that there are too many 
gray hairs in my head and that [ have listened 
too much to the teachings of the fathers to 
understand these new doctrines; but to me it 


everything like constitutional law and the first 
principles of fairness in the administration of 
the Government. I oppose this proposition, 
sir; and though I know that my opposition will 
be wholly useless, I know that my duty requires 


may be. | 

Mr. SAWYER. Mr. President, when the 
a was presented to the Senate at the 
ast session to make it a condition-precedent 
that the States of Virginia, Mississippi, and 
Texas should adopt the fifteenth amendment 
[ voted against it, and I voted against it because 
at that time I regarded it as a new condition 





added to the terms upon compliance with which 
those States had been told they should be re- 
admitted into the Union, and one which had 
not been imposed upon the other States. I felt 
very much of the feeling which has been ex- 
pressed by the honorable Senator from Wis- 
consin. I desired as far as possible to have 
the vote of those States upon their consitutions 
and upon the general question of their read- | 
mission to their normal and practical relations | 
with the Union, a free and ican vote ; that | 
they should come in of theirown choice. And 


yet I could not disguise from myself then, nor !! Indiana. 
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do I now, that much of the legislation of (*,, 

gress in reference to the readmission of th, 

southern States into those practical relat, : 
with the Union may be called by the Saeed 
of reconstruction a forced choice on their part. 
in short, that they had no choice except 
accept the terms which were prescribed to ies 


| in order to regain their position. 


| fortunate for the United States that she “ 


quire at the hands of the Congress of the Uni. 


| States that she is in a position to exercise }jo, 
| own free choice without dictation from ;), 
| Congress of the United States. 





It is fortunate for the State of Ohio a, 


id 


never put herself in such a position as to ; 


ted States any such action on their part. |; j. 
fortunate for her and fortunate for the Unite: 
, Ue 
- \ { Not so, Mr. 
President, with the State of Georgia; not . 


|| with the States of Mississippi and Texas, or yy, 


of the other southern States which have be. 
reconstructed or remain to be reconstruct; d. 
We do not say to the people of Georgia }; 
adopting the amendment which has been pro 
posed by the Senator from Indiana to this })) 
that they must ratify the- fourteenth and {ifj), 


| teenth amendments; that is not the spirit of 


what we propose to say; but we say we wan) 


| evidence that the people of the State of Geoy 


gia are in sucha condition, have so far repent 
ed of their rebellion, and so far changed thei; 
minds, that they are fit to be received back 
into the family of States. We say that 1) 
State of Georgia is not a State which is jy 


“ 


| condition to be received back after the history 


of the last eight years, and especially after ¢) 
history of the last two years, unless her peop), 


| have come to that spirit and mind which jp 


duces them to adopt the fourteenth and jij. 
teenth amendments. It is because we want ay 
index of their change of feeling and change o| 


| purpose that we propose to insert this condi. 
| tion. 


If, as has been said by the Senator from \W\\; 


| consin, the Legislature of the State of Georgia 
kand the people of the State of Georgia hav 





| learned anything from the temper of the Amer 


ican people in the last two years, they will, even 
without the insertion of this clause in the bill, 
adopt the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments. 
Nevertheless I think, as we adopted a similar 
proposition in the bills proposing to admit 
Virginia, Mississippi, and Texas, we are now 


| carrying out precisely the same principle that 


we adopted then; we are doing no new thing. 
There is no more duress to be exercised over 
the State of Georgia than there was over those 
three States. It is not for the purpose of du: 
ress, but it is to prove to the Congress of the 
United States that the people of these States 
are in such a condition that the States ougl! 
again to be admitted to their constitution: 


| relations to the Government. 


It seems to me somewhat late now to take 
the ground that weare to propose no conditious 
to these people for their readmission, for we 
have all along from the time when the [irs 
reconstruction acts were passed down to tle 
present made conditions to their readmissio». 
We were, as I said before, ina situation in whic: 
it was necessary to make conditions with thew 
We were not, and are not to-day, in a situati 
where we can make conditions about. the vo! 
of Ohio on the fifteenth amendment; but 
are in a condition, and J submit it is the dui 
of the Congress of the United States, now \ 
say to the people of Georgia, in the light of 
events of the last eight years, and especially 0! 
the last two years, that unless they have so ‘at 
changed in their purpose, in their intention, ! 
their notions of justice and of right as to adop' 
the fourteenth and fifteenth constitutious' 
amendments we shall not be ready to receive 
them into the sisterhood of States. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, on the first 
day that this body convened at the presen! 
session, a bill entitled ‘* An act to perfect the 
reconstruction of the State of Georgia’ was 
introduced by the honorable Senator from 
On the 8th it was referred to the 
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Committee on the J udiciary, and reported back 
is body with amendments on the 13th. 
Here we stand on the morning of the 16th 
+o consider an act the effect ef which simply 
+o remand that which this Congress has called 
State back to the condition of a conquered 
-eovince. We have seen too many acts of this 
‘nd in the last few years directed toward States 
hich, in my opinion, never were out of the 
‘pion, but which nevertheless, for purposes of 
narty and party domination, were to be tr rated 
a8 either in or out as the emergency of party 
‘night dictate; we have seen such acts too often 
- stand surprised. 

But there is within the present measure a 
Joctrine and a principle which, as it is now 
-ought to be applied to the lips of Georgia, may 


to th 


vet be returned, like another poisoned chalice, | 
+> those who have invented it for her destruc: | 
Has | 


any gentleman of this body yet given a defini- | 


don. When shall Georgia be a State? 


‘ion on that point? Has that question yet been 
answered? Can any map see with moral cer- 


tainty When that may be, and what acts upon | 


her part will suit the pleasure of the dominant 
majority of Congress? for that seems to me to 
be the only law that controls her fate. 

On the 25th of June, 1868, the Congress 
of the United States passed an act to admit 


the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, | 


Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida to 
representation in Congress, in which it was 
recited that— 

“Whereas the people of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida 

ive, in pursuance of the provisions ofan act entitled 
‘Anact forthe more efficient government ofthe rebel 
States,’ passed -March 2, 1867, and the acts supple- 

entary thereto, framed constitutions of State gov- 


ernment which are republican, and have adopted said | 


nstitutions by large majorities of the votes cast at 
he elections held for the ratification or rejection of 
ic same,” 

And then comes the enactment: 


“ Therefore, 

* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tiper of the United States of America in Congress assem- 

ed, That each of the States of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida 

all be entitled and admitted to representation in 
Congress as a State of the Union when the Legisla- 
ture of such State shall have duly ratified the amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States pro- 
posed by the Thirty-Ninth Congress and known as 
irticle fourteen, upon the following fundamental 
conditions: that the constitutions of neither of said 
States shall ever be so amended or changed as to 
leprive any citizen or class of citizens of the United 
states of the right to vote in said State who are en- 
titled to vote by the Constitution thereof herein 
recognized, except as a punishment for such crimes 

s are now felonies at common law, whereof they 


shall have been duly convicted under laws equally | 


applicable to all the inhabitants of said State: Pro- 


vided, That any alteration of said Constitution may | 


he made with regard to the time and place of resi- 


dence of voters; and the State of Georgia shall only | 


be entitled and admitted to representation upon this 
further fundamental condition: that the first and 


third subdivisions of section seventeen of the fifth | 
article of the constitution of said State, except the | 
proviso to the first subdivision, shall be null and | 
void, and that the General Assembly of said State || 
hy solemn publie act shall declare the assent of the | 


State to the foregoing fundamental condition.’’ 


July, 1868, the ratification of that amendment, | 
which is made the fundamental condition for | 


the admission of Georgia, was formally made 
and certified by a Mr. Bullock, of Georgia, 
who now seeks the strong arm of I'ederal power 
to place him where the will of his people never 
would have permitted him to sit. Georgia did 
ratify the fourteenth amendment in the form 
required by Congress; Georgia did void those 
clauses of her constitution that the Congress 
of the United States required her to void. The 
clauses of her constitution which were objected 
to by Congress were those that enforced the 


qualification of ‘* white’’ upon the voter. That | 


But, sir, the fact was that the right to hold 
office was not included under the same quali- 
fication as the right to vote; and when the 
people of Georgia found negro legislators sit- 
ting thereas pari of their State governmentthey 


| took the constitution of Georgia according to 
| the judgment of those bodies who by the decis- 


ions of this body and by the doctrines of all 
parliamentary law were the sole judges of the 
qualifications of their members and they de- 


| cided, whether rightly or wrongly, that under 











the constitution of the State of Georgia negroes 
were ineligible to office, although they had the 
legal right to vote. Exercising the inherent | 
oower of every parliamentary body—it not only | 
is inherent here, but itis given expressly by 
the constitution of our government—the Legis- | 
lature of Georgia sat in judgment upon the 
qualifications of its members. It excluded the 
negro members from its midst. Since that 
time it is well known to every member of this 
body that that action of the Legislature has 
been before the judicial branch of the State 
government of Georgia and has been disap- | 
proved. It was declared to be illegal; to be | 
an unconstitutional exercise of authority. This 
is the judgment of the proper branch of the 
government of Georgia as recorded against the 
act excluding negroes from her offices, or cer- 
tainly from her Legislature. 

Now, sir, what is the result? The honorable 


‘| Senator from Indiana laid down a proposition 


which I most entirely concur in, and that is 
that after you have passed an act for the admis- 
sion of these States to their proper places in 
the Federal Government it is dishonest and 
dishonorable to impose conditions of which you | 
gave them no notice. Sir, if that be true now 
it was true one yearago It is just as dishon- 
est, in my opinion, to mislead a community by 
saying ‘‘ Do this thing required of you and 
you shall have your place,’’ and then upon the 


| completion of the requirement to start some- 


thing new. I say that the time of such an act 
has nothing to do with its character; it is dis 
honorable under any circumstances ; and [am 
glad to give my concurrence to a proposition 
that in some way, not from my aid, which would 


| rather hurt a measure here, but from the influ- 


ence of the honorable Senator from Indiana, 
may yet give a termination to the long road of 


| do what? 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1 


7 


L 


represent upon this floor as it is to those who 
are made the unhappy instruments for depriving 
themselves and others of their rightful oppor- 
tunity to reject or assent, which was intended 
to be given to them by the Constitution of our 
Government. A forced adoption would be no 
adoption. It must be free. The heart and the 
will must go with the act or it is void, it is 
duress. You say that they are free ree to 
Free to live under the rule of the 


| bayonet; free to live without one thing for 


humiliation and injustice which this captive | 


State has been forced to tread. 


If this doctrine of examining intothe actions | 


of the Legislatures of the different States vir- 


which this Government was created—not citi 
zens, but subjects. Why, sir, it seems to me 
that towards this State the Congress is occupying 
the attitude of the cat towards the mouse, that 
plays with it before it finally puts an end to 
its pain. 

Therefore it is, feeling that this bill and the 
doctrine involved init are not only sought now 
to be applied to Georgia, but may with equal 
validity, with equal justice, be applied to the 
State which I in part represent and to any other 
State of this Union whose people may differ in 
opinion from the present dominant majority of 
Congress, that I do protest against the passage 
of any such act. I ask how long will it be be- 
fore the question will be raised when Senators 


| from some northern State of opposite politics 


to the dominant party, no matter which party 


| that may be, present themselves here, not as to 


whether their certificates are in order, but 


| that the body which elected them had chosen 


to eviscerate from itself certain objectionable 
members. 

Whether the action of the Legislature of 
Georgia was right or wrong I say that this bod) 
itself has too often decided that it cannot anil 
will not look to the Constitution of that body 
de facto which has sent representatives here if 
they come in the due form prescribed by the 
Constitution. You will not treat here the ques- 
tions of contested elections for yourState Legi 
latures. I say ‘*‘ you will not.”’ I do not say 
that now, because it seems to me that by this 
very bill and by the very doctrine which 
have incorporated in it, you have assumed the 
power tosit in judgment upon the qualifications 
of the Legislatures of the different States. We 
have seen so much and we know so much of 
the advancing, grasping steps of power; we 


| know its character so well that it never relin 


| objected to where they are doubtful. 


tually depriving them of their power to sit in || 


judgment upon the qualification of their mem- 


bers is to be carried out in the case of the State | 


of Georgia, how long will it be before it is | 


exercised against States of the more northern 
section of the Union? The honorable Senator 
from Wisconsin suggests that which I fancy has 
occurred to every man’s mind before, that the 


| consent of a State or of an individual to any | 


|| bargain wrung from him by duress or coercion | 
Now, sir, it seems that on the 22d day of | 


qualification was stricken out, and the vote that | 


elected the Legislature of Georgia that met in | 


pursuance of this proclamation and of this act 
and elected Senators to sit upon this floor, and 
the vote of the people of the State that sent her 
Representatives to the other House of Congress, 
Were in precise accordance with the letter of this 
law here made the condition for her admission 
to Congress and into the Union as a State. 


is worthless in moralsas itisin law. Do Sen- 
ators suppose because they can by military rule 
compel these southern provinces—for I will not | 
call them States—to adopt amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States that other | 
States who are equally grievously affected by | 


| this absurd misnomer of adoption or consent 


will not question it? Why, sir, if the spirit of | 
constitutional liberty exists in our people that 
question will yet arise. The dominant party, 
who, having no other power under the Consti- 
tution than to propose an amendment to the | 
Constitution for the acceptance or rejection of 
the States, have yet held them by force and 
thrust amendments down their throats, will 
hereafter find in this country, not perhaps from 
the States which have been the victims of that 
illegality directly, but from other States, the 
question raised as to whether an amendment 
so obtained has any legal, binding force upon 
a free and a brave people. 

The wrong is just as great to the State of | 


Ohio, to the State of New York, and to the || weakness, and givin 


quishes what it has gained ; and therefore it is 
that these acts of oppression should be so care 
fully scrutinized and should be so constantly 
But I do 
commend to the consideration of gentlemen of 
the Senate, whether agreeing with me in my 
view of the present case or not, that they are 
here creating or seeking to create a new prece- 
dent that may yet return to plague its inventors. 

The honorable Senator from Indiana stated 
that the great object of this act, and not only 
of this act, but of that to which it is ancillary, 
the adoption of the fifteenth amendment, was 
that negro suffrage should be the great boon 
acquired by the country; and he considered, 
or seemed to consider, that with the adoption 
of universal suffrage in which negroes should 


| stand equal to white men a certain millennium 


would come to the country. I differ with the 
honorable Senator. I do not know whether he 
does not differ somewhat with himself in the 
past on that subject; but that is of but little 
consequence. I do not believe that human 
happiness is to be manufactured by human 
statutes, nor do I believe that the extension 
of suffrage in every country will assist us in hav- 
ing a better government here ; for I am one of 
those who have longgbelieved that already the 


| suffrage in this country was far too widely ex 


tended ; that already the ignorant and the co: 
rupt of our nation have a voice which it is very 
unfortunate for the people that they 


hould 


have. These are no new views with me, nor 
are they newly expressed. What good can 
come to the people of this country from enlarg 
ing the mass of ignorance, corruptibility, and 

r that the great govern: 


little State which I have the honor in part to |! mental power is mor 1 | can see. 








‘This whole question of suffrage, whether for 
negroes or for whites, or for white men or 
women, is after all the great question of our 
time im this country. It is the question that 
underlies all ovhers. We have anelective Gov- 


ernment proceeding upon that principle and | 


doctrine from its first to its last act, and that 
power is now sought by this fifteenth amend- 
rent to be consolidated into the hands of Con- 
gress, that the central Government shall con- 
tain the control of the qualification of voters 
in all the various States. 1 regard it as most 
unhappy; lregard it as the most revolutionary 
measure in its effect that has ever yet been 


presented for passage to the Congress of the | 


United States or to the people of the States. 
if it were an ordinary amendment my objec- 
tion to the method by which its adoption is 
sought to be obtained would apply; but in an 
extraordinary amendment, one that will change, 
in my opinion, the very character of our Gov- 
ernment, I say that it is monstrous that the 
people of the various States should not have 


the fullest and freest expression of their will || 


on the subject. And yet, look at what in sub- 
stance has been done and what is proposed to 
be done. It is toturn the question of choice 
into a mere farce. It is ‘* your money or your 
life’’ to the southern States, and the northern 
States are to be made the victims of the weak- 
ness 
maintain themselves and their constitutional 
rights on this subject. 

Mr. President, L feel most deeply my inabil- 
ily, my want of preparation in the present 
case to say what | should like to have the 
opportunity of saying in opposition to this bill. 
it is not that I believe that anything that may 
come from the feeble minority in this body, 
and I its feeblest member, could have any 
effect in staying legislation which has been 
decreed as a party necessity. I would most 
sincerely desire to have every act of mine and 
every vote of mine tested by the limitations of 
the Federal Constitution. I would have no 
questionable measure passed whether it stood 
for or against the accident of the hour with 
which my political affiliations were connected. 
It is with that reason and following that idea 
that I have oceupied the attention of the Senate 
for the time that I have on this subject. 

Itis because I believe that this act is an unfair 
and an unjust act tothe people of the community 
against which it is directed; it is remanding 
them back to military power only ; itis undoing 
the work that they have done heretofore at your 
behest, and fully done; it is adding conditions 
which at that time you had not cousidered or 
invented or prescribed for them. Unjust and 
unwarrantable as is this. bill toward them it 
tells with equal injustice against the people of 
other States whose will is that this constitational 
amendment should not be adopted. Therefore 
it is that I object to the passage of the bill. 
There is much proposed by the fifteenth amend- 
ment. Whether it be a prolongation of power 
{o one party over another, whether it be the 
millennium supposed to come with the advent 
of the negro race to the right of suffrage, 1 know 
not; but I believe both of those plans will meet 
with defeat. I believe they are short-sighted. 
| believe they are against nature just as much 
is they are against the Constitution of the Uni- 
ied States. Gentlemen may have all the negro 
suffrage they please, and they may get amend- 
ments adopte per fas aut nefas, as they please, 
but there are some things still they cannot do ; 
they cannot reverse the laws of nature, and 
they never will make a negro the equal of a 
white man. . 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, I suppose 
that most Senators are familiar with the argu- 
ments that have been urged to-day against the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Indi- 

ana. Iam sure that I have heard them sub- 
stantially since the beginning of the rebellion, 
and they have had about the same effect here- 
tofore as [ suppose they will have upon this 
oecasion. 


The main argument urged against the adop- 
tion of this amendment is that the State of 
Georgia is not allowed to express itsown will, 
but there is some restriction put upon it by the 
action of Congress. Sir, if the State of Geor- 
gia was allowed to exercise its own will it would 
not be one of the United States of America, 


_but the Government would be destroyed and 


the Union dissolved. 
was urged at the beginning of the rebellion, 


This identical argument | 


| that Congress in attempting to put down that | 


rebellion was usurping power and infringing | 


| the constitutional rights of the revolted States ; 





and inability of the southern States to | 











reading of the fathers of the 


and that argument has been repeated ad nau- 
seam from that day up to this time. 


Mr. BAYARD. May Linterruptthe Senator? | 


Mr. WILLIAMS. 
Mr. BAYARD. 


Certainly. 
I ask the honorable Sen- 


| ator this question: whether he considers that 


by her adoption of the fourteenth amendment 
and the passage of the various measures re- 
quired by Congress Georgia has exhibited 
herself as willing and anxious to keep out of 
the Union? Weare considering the action of 
Georgia sinee these measures of reconstruction 


| were in existence, and I ask the honorable 


Senator whether he considers that the action 
of Georgia in adopting the fourteenth amend- 
ment and in passing the acts which Congress 





required of her have been proofs of her anx- | 


iety to break up this Government ? ; 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I think, if Lam not mis- 


taken, Mr. President, that when the fourteenth | 


/amendment to the Constitution was proposed 
for the adoption of Georgia objections were 


made identical with those that have been urged 
to-day, and the same answer was made then 
as is now made to these objections: that Geor- 
gia had engaged in a rebellion against the led- 
eral Government; that she had ceased to have 


‘any civil State organization, and that that 


amendment, together with the other legislation 
by Congress, was necessary to put down the 
rebellion and bring that State back into the 
Union with a government in harmony with the 
Constitution of the United States. We claim 


| that this fifteenth amendment is one of the 


measures necessary to restore that State to the 
Union with the rights of all her citizens pro- 
tected, for it was a part of the reconstruction 
measures not only to establish and perpetuate 
the freedom of the black men of the South, 
but to protect them iu the possession of those 
rights which enable them to enjoy lite, liberty, 
and property like other American citizens. I 


| think, therelore, thereislittle or no force in that 
| argument against the proposed amendment. 


But the Senator from Ohio is astonished, 
as he appears to have recently come from a 
tepublic, that 
any amendment to the Constitution adopted by 
a portion of the States should operate in any 
other States of the Union. I suppose the 
honorable Senator forgot that the Constitution 
itself recognizes the principle of coercion. 
When the Constitution was made there were 
thirteen States in the Confederation, when the 
Constitution was adopted by nine of those 
thirteen the other four were compelled to 
submit to its provisions. Now, there are 


| thirty-seven States in the Union, and if twenty- 
| eight States ratify the fifteenth amendment 
| the other States are compelled to acquiesce 
| in that amendment as a part of the Constitu- 
| tion of the United States. 


Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question? 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Certainly. 
Mr. THURMAN. Do [understand the Sen- 


_ator to say that by the provisions of the Con- 
| stitution when nine States ratified it it became 


obligatory not only upon those nine but upon 
the remaining four who might reject it? Is 
that his reading of the history of the Constitu- 
tion? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
of the Constitution: 


* The Congress, whenevertwothirds of both Houses 
shall deem it necéssary, shall propose amendments 





I will read the provision | 
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| to this Constitution, or on the applicat 


| or the other mode of ratification may be pro 


| other four. 
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1 c . ion of + 
Legislatures of two thirds of the several States .°"' 


call a convention for proposing amendments. y) 

in either case shall be valid to all intents ay ye 
oses as part of this Constitution when ratified | 4 
t ulshodmens of three fourths of the several s}. a 
by «omventions in three fourths thereof, as pad 


the Congress: Provided,”’ &c. Posed by 


Mr. THURMAN. The Senator wil] Pardoy 
me; that is not what I asked him about, , 
what he stated. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not claim that th, 
original ratification by nine States bound 4), 
If f made that statement jt 7m 
an error in expression which I wish to corre, 
But I mean to say, as I intended to refer to ») 
amendment now pending, that if twenty-cio), 
States do now ratify the fifteenth amendment), 
other nine States are bound by that amendme,: 
notwithstanding they may reject it by the actin, 


of their respective Legislatures ; so that the» 


is in the Constitution a power of compulsj 
which seems to be so objectionable to the So, 
ator from Ohio. Lonly refertothat, not becays 
itis particularly pertinent to the question befy,, 
the Senate, but the distinguished Senator p; 
nounced it an atrocious doctrine, a monstroy: 
doctrine, something that was never known tot\: 
fathers of the Republic, that by the action of, 
given number of States any other number o 
States might be bound by a constitutional pr 
vision; and he suggested that it would be grea; 
injustice to the State of Ohioif she rejected t\y 
fifteenth amendment to have the other States, 
by their adoption, make it a part of the Cong 
tution and binding upon that State. 

Mr. THURMAN. I beg the Senator : 
allow ine to interrupt him. I said no sue! 
thing, nor anything like it. I did not complain 
that it became a part of the Constitution if 
three fourths of the States adopted it. Whe: 
I complain of is that you coerce three four! 
to adopt \t instead of giving them a free ch 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I know what the distin 
guished Senator said. He complained of the 
coercion of the States into a submission t 
constitutional provision to which they objecte! 
I simply reply that twenty-eight of the Sia 


can coerce thirty-seven States into submis: 


to an amendment to the Constitution ; so thy 
the doctrine of coercion at which he seems s» 
mych alarmed is not altogether unknown to th 
Constitution. 

Now, sir, a word as to the coercion impose! 


upon the State of Georgia by this propose! 


| as you please. 


amendment. It maybecalled coercion or n0i, 
Georgia saw proper for reason 


best known to herself to engage in a conspirac) 


| for the dissolution of the Union; she withdrew 





Court of the Unite 
| belongs to the political department of the Uo' 


her representation from Congress and under 
took to destroy the Government of the United 
States; and Congress undertakes to say tha 
before she shall resume her representation 11 
these Halls she shall comply with certain terms 
and conditions which, in the judgment of Cou 
gress, are necessary for the peace and wellar 
of the country. That Congress has tiie pow 

to impose these terms and conditions upon tly 
rebel States is a question that I regard settle: 
forever in this country. It is now too late ! 

discuss or controvert the right of Congress upo! 
that subject. Sir, it has been determined, no 
only by repeated decisions of the legislative 


| department of the Government, but it has bee! 


submitted to, reviewed by, and aflirmed by the 
American people time and again, and the doc 
trine has been recognized, too, by the Suprem« 
States in affirming tbat | 


ernment to say when a State government does 
or not exist within a State. 

Now, sir, itis intimated that it is dangerous 
to proceed in this way because it may hap 
pen—and I understood the intimation to reler 


| to some possible decision by the Supreme 


Court—that that court may decide upon some 
future occasion that the ratification of a! 


amendment to the Constitution in this way 


would not be a valid ratification. I presume !' 
is not to be understood that Congress will undo 
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these proceedings ; for when Georgia ratifies 

- amendment, which I haye no doubt she 
‘if required by us, and her Senators and 
» epresentatives occupy their seats in Congress, 
‘presume that the political friends of the dis- 
guished Senator from Ohio if they should 
stain the ascendency would not undertake to 
sorive those Senators and Representatives of 
-peir seats here, acquired under this legisla- 
on, for the purpose of showing that it was 
not satisfactory to that political party. 
~ Sir, I undertake to say that the Supreme 
Court of the United States has no power to 
-oyiew @ decision made by Congress that a con- 
titutional amendment has been ratified by the 
requisite number of States. Congress is to 
propose amendments of the Constitution to the 
Legislatures of the several States, and when an 
amendment is ratified by three fourths of the 
States, then it is to become a part of the Con- 

titution. To what department of the Gov- 
ernment are the reports to be made as to the 
ratification or the rejection of a constitutional | 
amendment by the several States? According 
to the early practice of the Republic it was 
communicated to Congress by the President in | 
4 message that certain States had ratified a 
constitutional amendment. I undertake to 
cay that it is the right of Congress to decide 
whether or not a constitutional amendment has 
been ratified, and that the decision of Congress 
upon that question concludes every other de- 
partment of the Government. 

Who is to determine when an amendment | 
to the Constitution is ratified? Congress pro- 
poses the amendment and the States are to 
take action in reference to it, and then some 
department of the Government must neces- 
sarily decide whether it has or has not been 
ratified by the requisite number of States. | 
Congress beyond question has that power, 
lor it is a political power to decide as to what 
; or is not the Constitution of the United 
States; but it is the province of the judicial 

‘partment of the Government to construe that 
Constitution and determine its meaning. More 
than once the Supreme Court of the United 
states have determined that it was the prov- 
ince Of Congress to decide as to whether a 
State government did or did not exist, and so 
Lis the province of Congress to decide as to 
what is or is not the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States. I maintain that that is exclusively 
a political question and belongs to the polit- 
ical department of the Government; but when 
Congress aflirm that an amendment has been 
adopted by the requisite number of States, 
then, of course, the judiciary can decide as to 
the meaning and effect of that constitutional | 
amendment. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Will the Senator from 
Uregon allow me ask him a question? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Certainly. 

Mr. CASSERLY. The Senator from Ore- 
gon has been eminent as a judge, and certainly 
would not be less so as an expositor of the 
Constitution. I desire to ask him if I[ under- 
stand him now in his place to lay down the 
proposition that it is never a judicial question, 
vut always a political question, what articles 
are or are not portions of the Constitution of 
the United States; in other words, whether a 
constitutional law has been validly passed or 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I maintain the doctrine 
that when Congress proposes to the several 
States an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States it is exclusively within the | 
province of Congress to determine as to whether 
or not that amendment has been adopted, and | 
that the decision of Congress upon that ques- 
tion concludes the executive and judicial de- 
partments of the Government. ‘That is the 
doctrine which I affirm, and I believe it to be 
4 correct construction of the Constitution ; a | 
construction sustained not only by the language 
of the Constitution itself, but by, the judicial | 
interpretations of the Constitution as to the | 
distinetions between the political and judicial | 


| 


departments of the Government. Certainly 
there must be a final judge upon this question. 


| Kach State cannot determine for itself as to 


whether a constitutional amendment has or has 
not been ratified, for that would constitute 
thirty-seven equal judges in the United States, 
and there never could be an end of controversy 
upon the subjectif the States were left to decide 
for themselves. 

Then the question arises, if the States are not 
to decide which department of the Federal 
Government is to decide as to that question? 
Is it not a part of the political power of: the 
Government to propose an amendment to the 
Constitution? Has the judiciary anything to do | 
with that? When the political department | 
proposes an amendment who is to ascertain 
whether the amendment is adopted or not? Can 
the judiciary of the United States ascertain the 
factinany way? Is there any proceeding known 
to the Constitution or laws by which the judi- 
ciary of the United States can ascertain the fact 
as to whether or not a constitutional amend- 
ment has been ratified by the requisite number 
of States? Is notthat a question of fact? I 
say that Congress is empowered to regulate in 
all respects the adoption of constitutional 
amendments, and to decide whether or not a | 
State has complied with those regulations when 


an amendment is submitted for adoption, and | 


if the States do comply with those regulations 
and do make their report, as they may be re- | 
quired to do and as they did always until the | 
law provided that the return should be made to 
the Secretary of State, when the whole action 
of the several States is laid before Congress | 
Congress then decides as to whether the amend- 
ment is or is not adopted, and that is as con- 
clusive upon every other department of the 
Government as the action of Congress in pro- 
posing the amendment. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Will the Senator allow | 
me to trouble him with one more question, 
which will probably be the last? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Certainly; | 
objection. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Suppose before the war, 
and before there could be any question as to 
whether a State was in the Union or not, an 
amendment to the Constitution had been pro- 
posed, and upon the record—there must be a 
record somewhere, I take it—it appeared as a 
matter of arithmetical calculation that less than 
the requisite number of three fourths had rati- 
fied it ; suppose upon that state of the record 


have no 


| and that state of facts Congress had put forth 


a bill declaring the amendment adopted, would 


| that be a final decision conclusive on all depart- 


ments? Does the Senator undertake to say 
that no judicial question can ever be raised as 
to what the Constitution of the United States 
is, whether it remains with or without amend- 
ment, which can be acted on by a court on the 
face of the record ? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, assum- 
ing that each member of Congress is sworn to 
support the Constitution of the United States 
as well as the judges of the Supreme Court, | 
aflirm that if a majority of both Houses of Con- 
gress, upon their solemn oaths, aflirm that a 
constitutional amendment had been ratified by 
three fourths of the States, it would not be 


| within the power of the judiciary t» disaffirm 


that decision and declare it invalid, because 
the question is one belonging wholly to the | 
political department of the Government. — It 
1s as easy to assume that Congress would abuse 


| any other power belonging exclusively to the 


political department of the Government as to 
assume that it would abuse this power. Does 
the honorable Senator mean to say because 
it can be assumed that members of Congress 
will violate their oaths, that the Supreme Court 
of the United States may revise every action of 
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belongs to the judiciary. When the Consti- 
tution was framed it was altogether a matter 
of political action, and the amendments to it 


_ have been made by the political department of 


the Government; and the power of the judi- 
ciary extends only to questions arising “ under 


the Constitution’’ and aot to questions as to 


| whether or not there is a Constitution. 


Suppose the Supreme Court should decide— 
the Senator has indulged in hypothetical cases 


| that there was no Constitution of the United 
| States; that each State had the right to treat 
| the Constitution as a nullity, as hundreds of 


| the Government. 


thousands of men who are now associated with 
the distinguished Senator in urging the same 
arguments that he employs contended a year 
or two ago, what would be the effect? Would 
Congress be bound? Might not Congress say 
that the judiciary in that case had infringed 
upon the political power of the Government, 
and that it was within the exclusive jurisdic- 
tion of Congress to decide as to whether or 
not there was a Constitution and a Govern- 
ment? Sir, the Constitution is in one sense 
Congress undertook to say 
when the rebellion was commenced that there 
was a Government of the United States, and 
that that Government had a right to extend 
its jurisdiction and authority over all the States; 
and Congress maintained the existence of the 
Government and maintained the power and 
jurisdiction of the Constitution everywhere in 
the Union. ‘There was nopowerin the nation, 
the Supreme Court had no power to say that 
Congress could not maintain the jurisdiction 
of the Constitution in the State of South Car- 
olina or any rebel State. 

Suppose the Supreme Court—and such a sup- 
position is as possible as the one proposed by 
the Senator—had decided that the State of 
South Carolina had a right to secede, and that 
the Constitution did not bind her as one of the 
members of the Federal Union, would Con- 
gress be bound to acquiesce in that decision? 
Congress would say without doubt that that 
was a question within the jurisdiction of the 
legislative department of the Government. Con 
gress is to say what is the Constitution and 


| what is the Government of the Federal Union 
| as well as the government of a State, and it is 


the province of the judiciary of the country 
to settle and adjust questions arising under the 


| Constitution and the Government. 


Mr. CASSERLY. If the Senator will allow 
me, suppose Congress should say that South 


| Carolina had the right to secede, would that 


decision of Congress bind the Supreme Court 
of the United States? Because the converse 
must be true if the Senator’s other proposition 
is true. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I have not affirmed the 
doctrine that the Supreme Court may not 
declare a law made by Congress in conflict 
with the Constitution of the United States a 
nullity. That is another and a different ques- 
tion altogether. That is a question arising under 
the Constitution. Then the question would 


| come up before the court as to whether or not 


that law was in pursuance of the Constitution ; 
and if the court should hold that it was not, 
then it would probably declare the law a nullity. 
Bat, sir, that is altogether another question. 
The question which | am discussing 1s one as 
to the existence of the Government or of the 
Constitution, and therefore the question of the 
Senator is not pertinent to the subject-matter 


| of the discussion. 


But, Mr. President, I have been betrayed into 
saying much more than [ intended. I simply 
wished to remind Senators that these argu- 
ments which have been so vehemently urged 


here to-day against this fifteenth amendment 


Congress—actions confessedly within the polit- || 


ical department of the Government? I say 
that the question as to what is the Constitution | 
belongs to the political department of the Gov- | 


are arguments that have been met and answered 
in the Halls of Congress and before the people 
of this country. It is too late to frighten us 
with menaces that there was a time coming 
when the people will rise up and repudiate our 
action. We have been hearing that from the 


ernment, but the question as to what it means |! beginning of the war, and the time has not yet 
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come and never will come in the history of this 


country when the people of the United States | 


will not approve substantially of the recon- 
struction measures of Congress from beginning 
to end; and they are producing their legiti- 
mate fruits to-day in the prosperity and peace 
which prevail in almost every part of the 
nation. 

Sir, I hope that this amendment will be 
adopted, 
Georgia has developed the necessity that Con- 


gress should exercise all its power in the inter- | 
est of humanity and freedom, and protect those 


people whom the State of Georgia, or the rebels 
of that State, reckless of their duty to the 
country and of their obligations to the recon- 
struction policy of Congress which they had 
agreed to adopt, trample under their feet. 
When the State of Georgia has displayed a 
determination on her part to do everything in 
her power to deprive these people of their 
political and legal rights, then I am ready to 
take the responsibility and answer to the peo- 
ple for what I do, of reaching forth the hand 
of Congress and protecting those rights, and 
making that protection as perpetual as the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, as I intend 
to vote for the amendment of the honorable 
Senator from Indiana I wish to state very briefly 
the reasons which lead me to do so. 

I do not view that amendment as subjecting 
the people of Georgia or the State of Georgia 
to any coercion. If it shall be adopted and 
become a part of the law it will simply sub- 
mit.to the people of Georgia the alternative 
of remaining in their present condition until 
it shall be changed by Congress, or of adopt- 
ing the fifteenth amendment of the Constitu- 
tion. It simply submits to them the question 
whether they prefer the one condition or the 
other ; that is all—not a very uncommon state 
of things in our political history. If the people 
of Georgia see fit to remain in their present 
condition, subject to the reconstruction acts 
of Congress and to the military authority pro- 
vided for in those acts, they have a right to 
do so; let them do so, Butif they shall find 
itso uncomfortable and so objectionable as 
seems to be represented by some of their 
friends here, all they have to do isto adopt the 
fifteenth amendment and they can escape from 
their difficulty at once. ‘There is no coercion 
about it; it all depends on the free will of 
Georgia. ‘‘ Coercion’’ is not a term to apply 
to such a thing. It is left to their own free 
will. If that be coercion, then I have mis- 
tuken the meaning of language. 

An objection has been raised to the passage 
of this amendment upon the allegation that it 
imposes a new and further condition upon the 
people of Georgia not embraced in the previous 
Scueasarmeaaaile Well, sir, | am not sure 
but that that is true in point of fact, but the 
amendment is not worse on that account either 
for the people of Georgia or the rest of the 
people of the United States. I know very 
well that under the reconstruction acts even 
the State of Georgia acquired no positive right 
to be represented in the two Houses of Con- 
gress until the two Houses of Congress said so ; 
until we should give our consent under all the 
circutastances ofthe case. That right and that 
duty was reserved in the reconstruction act in 
plain terms, and it was, in my judgment, a very 
prudent provision. We see its necessity at this 
present juncture plainly and distinctly. 

But, sir, if an excuse were wanting for the 
imposition of this further condition in the ad- 
mission of Georgia, | feel for one that it is 
found in the conduct of the dominant party in 
Georgia. They have not kept their faith with 
the reconstruction acts. The reconstruction 
acts authorize every male person twenty-one 

years of age, without distinction of color, to 
vote at the polls and to vote for members of 
the Legislature, and to be voted for as mem- 
bers of the Legislature. The right to be elected 
to the Legislature was as plainly provided for 


I say that the action of the State of | 


'! 

in the reconstruction acts as was the right to 
vote. It was plainly written on the face of the 
statute, so plainly that he whoruns might read, 
and that even he who stumbles might not mis- 
take it. But notwithstanding the clearness of 


that provision in those acts, when the Legis- | 
lature of Georgia assembled, there being a | 


majority of what are called white Conservatives || 


|| who believed not in the policy of the reconstruc- 
tion laws, but in what is called the policy of 
‘‘the white man’s government,’’ they took it 
into their heads to ostracise and to expel from 
the legislative bodies of that State, elected under 
the reconstruction acts, a large portion of the 
|| members elected; not because they were not 
| twenty-one years old, not because they were 
| not citizens of the United States, not because 
they had been guilty of any crime or offense 
| justly disqualifying them for the elective fran- 
chise and for holding the office of represent- 
| atives and senators, but because they were col- 
'| ored, because they had descended from Africa; 
| and that was the sole reason. 
|| Sir, there was no excuse or apology for this 
high-handed, revolutionary, and oppressive 
| measure. It was setting at direct defiance the 
|| commands of the reconstruction laws of Con- 
| gress. 
‘States. It was directly breaking faith with us. 
It was an unblushing and unhesitating violation 
| of the plain language of the reconstruction acts. 


| erate perfidy toward the other party to cry out 
against him that he is wanting in good faith ; 
and the very conduct of these white represent- 
| atives in the Georgia Legislature evinces as 
plainly as is possible the necessity of adding 
this supplementary requirement in the admis- 
sion of Georgia. Sir, if they break faith with 
us once they will asecond time. A party who 
deliberately breaks his faith is not thereatter to 
| be trusted, and the opposite party, if he is wise, 
| willtake good care to give him no opportunity, 
by hedging him about with guards and precau- 
tions, so that he shall not be able again to de- 
ceive him or betray him. Georgia has no com- 
plaint, therefore, to make on account of this 
additional condition which we see fit to annex 
| to her readmissioninto the Union. If she had 
| kept her faith, that wherrima fides which ought 
to belong to a public body, I confess that I 
should hesitate somewhat in annexing another 
condition to her readmission into the Union ; 
but as she has deliberately and persistently 
broken and violated the reconstruction acts, 
| seeking to evade them entirely, I feel no hesi- 
tation, as a matter of future security, in im- 
| posing new conditions even upon Georgia. 
| Sir, suppose Georgia shall be again rehabili- 
|| tated and readmitted into the Union, and the 
fifteenth amendment of the Constitution is not 
ratified for want of her vote, how easy would 





tution and ostracise and exclude from the bal- 


sively for Georgia. That they will do it I en- 


constitution as to exclude the colored popula- 
|| tion from political rights you may rely upon it 

that they will do it. i have no hesitation about 
| so believing, and hence I deem it very prudent 


condition upon the readmission of Georgia. 
Let us make it for her interest, if she values her 
{| connection with the Union as a State of the 
Union so highly, let us teach her at least to be 
a little more modest toward the United States; 
and let her not forget in a moment of her own 
fancied triumph that there is such a thing asa 
| Republican party in the United States, a Union 
| party who have carried the country and the 
| Government successfully through a war of four 








| years, and whose arms and whose courage have 
| humbled the proud State of Georgia at the very 
feet of that party. Sir, we are no longer to be 
trifled with; we have the right and it is our 





It was not keeping faith with the United | 


Now, sir, it does not lie in the mouth of a | 
| party who has been guilty of direct and delib- | 


it be for that State to change her local consti- | 


lot all the colored persons within her limits | 
and insist on a white man’s government exclu- | 


tertain no doubt whatever. The moment they | 
have the power so to amend their present local | 


| and very necessary to impose this additional | 
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_ carry it out by all reasonable legislation. 
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duty to stand up and assert our own policy ang 
matter who may grumble or complain. or 

For these reasons, sir, I shall vote for the 
amendment. ’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I entire) 
sympathize with the feeling of Senators he 
are desirous that this people of Georgia sh, 7 
give some efficient proof of their good faith 
and of their real republicanism. [ qo not 
mean republicanism in the mere technica] 


| party sense, but in the Jeffersonian senso. 


1 may use such a phrase, in coming again jn, 
the sisterhood of States. ButI confess [ fan) 
as I believe the committee felt unanimously 
that if we could attain that object, the ado, 
tion of the fifteenth amendment and the +». 
adoption, if you please, of the fourteenth }, 
the Legislature of that people, acting of thei, 
own free will without anything that anybody 
could call coercion or duress, it would be em). 
nently desirable; and desirable for the reagoy 
that the position of Georgia has come to be jy 
the minds of a great many persons somewha: 
different from that of the other States Upon 
whom we have imposed these conditions. 
When I say ‘*States’’ I do not mean politica), 
equal, complete communities, but should say 
rather the people within the territorial limits 
called States. Now, if we can attain by the 
free will of the people of Georgia this regu); 
and are sure of it, considering the somewhat 
different position of that people as is claimed 
by many, without inviting a controversy hore 
after either in the halls of legislation or in the 
forum which is only a little way from us, would 
it not be very desirable to do so? It seems ty 
me that it would. It so seemed to the com. 
mittee that if the record should show that the 
_ of the State of Georgia—call her in the 

nion or call her out of the Union—had, s» 


| far as any evidence could go that any court o: 


any Congress could see, acted freely, acted 
without any condition, even, as it respects wha: 
she should do, then certainly as to her no ques: 
tion could arise either in a court or in Cou: 
gress touching the validity of her ratification 
of these amendments. 

I confess that it seems entirely plain to me 
that it would be wise to do that thing if we 
can. Can we not? This bill, if you pass it as 
reported by the committee, does not readmit 
the people of Georgia into relations with the 
Union. Its difficulty is, in my humble judg. 
ment, that it does not go quite far enough ; but 
as far as it does go it declares that the further 
action of Congress shall be necessary and indis: 
pensable to the complete restoration of that 
people and to the admission of their Senators 
and Representatives. What then? If youdo 
not impose this amendment upon this bill you 
leave the State of Georgia in a position where 
her forces are still awaiting their development 
and where her people will see—undoubtedly 
actuated by the most unselfish and generous 
of ideas—that it is wise and fit before she asks 
Congress to admit her Senators and her Rep- 
resentatives to establish herself upon the broad: 
est democratic foundations by adopting these 
two constitutional amendments, which secure 
in the broadest democratic sense the right o! 
suffrage to all male citizens. 

Mr. NORTON. Will the Senator allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. EDM UNDS. Certainly. 

Mr. NORTON. Suppose that after the pas 
sage of this bill the Legislature of Georgia 
ratifies the amendment, and Congress still for 
some other reason under this last section does 
not admit her to representation, for what does 
that ratification go? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will decide that ques: 
tion when itarises. I will leave my friend from 
Minnesota to exercise his opinion upon that 
hypothesis, but I will reserve mine until the 
event comes. . 

Then, to resume the point I was speaking to, 
no danger whatever, as it seems to me, is to be 
apprehended by not agreeing to this amend- 
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nt and by leaving the people of Georgia 


me 4 : 
orfectly free to adopt or reject. 
Petr. MORTON. May I be allowed to ask 


- friend # question ? , 

‘Mr, EDMUNDS. Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. I ask the Senator from 
Vermont whether if this requirement is not 
made, and the State of Georgia shall elect Sen- 
ators and Representatives and they shall come 
here for admission, he will vote for their 
admission until she has ratified the fifteenth 
amendment? 
“Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I might 
give the same answer to my friend from Indi- 
ana that I did to my friend from Minnesota; 
hut as 1 know his inquiry is actuated by a 
-omewhat more wholesome spirit, I will answer 
‘tas wellasI can. I tell the Senator frankly 
that so.far as 1 now see | should not; not 
because she had not done thething, but because 
not having done it would be conclusive evidence 
to me that there was not a particle of democracy 
or republicanism or security for liberty in that 
State. That is the reason; and I believe that 
| should continue to think so until the crack 
of doom. That is my answer. 


m 


Let me tell the Senator that the people of | 


Georgia perfectly well understand, as the peo- 
ple of the United States perfectly well under- 
stand, that no man who believes as we believe 
in the reality of democratic government will 
ever vote to receive any people into the family 
of the States until he is convinced by the most 
conclusive evidence that that people are them- 
selves by their own local and domestic insti- 
tutions and by the spirit they exhibit entitled 
tothat admission. ‘That is the ground upon 
which I stand; and it is that ground which 
leads me to be somewhat solicitous that in this 
anomalous and exceptional condition of things, 
us itis claimed to be, we should not invite a 
controversy hereafter when we can attain the 
whole result aimed at without inviting it or 
meeting it at all. There is the difference. It 
is not a difference in what we wish to accom- 
plish; it is‘tmerely a difference in the method 
by which we are to meet the end. 

That is all, sir, that I wish to say upon this 
precise point; but now that I am up I should 
be glad to occupy a very few moments in stating 
in general what I consider to be the situation 
of this case. ‘This is not strictly germane to 
this precise amendment, but I believe it is 


according to the habitudes of this body to talk | 


rather upon the point that is not up than upon 
the one that is. 

I have been from the first one of the few—I 
am 
ing 
the 
the 
the nation ; and so I endeavored last winter a 
year ago to persuade this body to take action 
in respect to that people, and to restore that 
people to the military government we had im- 
posed on the people of all the other rebellious 
States, from which they had escaped not by 
any action of Congress but by the action of the 
commander of the military department or dis- 
trict which embraced that State by an order, 
and the result and effect of which was that in- 


many—who saw or thought they saw that 


glad to know now that the few are becom- | 


condition of Georgia particularly required | 
intervention of the paramount authority of | 


stead of the military arm being able to preserve | 


peace and to secure life as far they could in the 
counties and districts of that State, they had 
become only able to intervene at the request of 
the Governor in the form provided by the Con- 
stitution for a case of insurrection in a State, 
when the Executive or the Legislature may call 
upon the President of the United States for in- 
lervention. Therefore, General Meade in that 
department was perfectly powerless to enforce 
local order, He could not hang a man or try 
i man even who had been taken in the act of 
agrant murder before the eyes of his officers. 
Military government was withdrawn by an 
express order of General Meade about the 4th 
of July, 1868, 

What I was then desirous to do was upon 





* 


| was that we did nothing last year. 


| notorious to the country, to restore that people 


to the military power, odious as some suppose 
it to be—not odious in my mind when it is 
exerted bya republican government merely to 
preserve order and to preserve life among its 
citizens. That is all. But although a biil look- 


| ing to that end had been introduced, and a re- 


port of one of your committees upon that bill 


had been made, my political friends and breth- 


ren, particularly from the southern States, 
fancied that an enlargement of the currency 
would be somewhat more advantageous to the 
people of the South than the protection of life 
and the enforcement of order in the State of 
Georgia. They were entitled to that opinionif 


| they really believed in it, and I certainly have no 


1} 


right to complain of it, but the consequence | 


has run on, and several of the very persons 
whose rights we were endeavoring to protect, 


| members of the very Legislature whose purity 


we were wishing to have asserted, who hap- 


Now time | 


pened to believe in equal rights, have been | 


slain, assassinated ; and hundreds of other citi- 
zens of the United States who were entitled, if 
there is anything in government, to protection, 
who had been guilty of no offense whatever 
unless it be an offense to think independently, 
and to mind one’s own business, have been, 
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amendment then proposed to the Constitution, 
but not yet adopted, should be eligible to hold 
any office in those States thus having provisional 
governments. 

Then came the act of the 23d of March of the 
same year, which provided for the registration 
of the class of persons named in the formeracts, 
not others. “That excluded from registration 
all persons disqualified by the fourteenth amend 
ment, and also by the provisions of the act of 
the 23d of March, all persons who could not 
truthfully take a certain oath wider than the 
fourteenth amendment; and it further provided 
that the person should not have been a member 
of any Legislature nor held any executive or ju 


| dicial office in any State and afterward engaged 


¥ 


some assassinated and slain and others expelled | 


| from that State. 
Government in some of its counties—and | 
speak by the book—who have endeavored to 
arrest persons charged with the most heinous 
crimes have been seized by large bodies of peo- 
ple who called themselves citizens, and white 
citizens, and publicly whipped almost to death 
and driven away for endeavoring to exercise 
the functions of their oflices, and here is the 
record of it. Now 1 say for one that a Gov- 
ernment, a national Government, that has the 
| power to interfere in such a case, and refrains 
from exercising that power to the uttermost, 
fails in the first duty of government, and it is 
no better in that respect than no government 
at all; it is much worse. 

Then the question is now—for I am not one 
of those who refuse to act at all because | 
could not persuade my friends to act when I 
thought we ought to have acted—whether, con- 
sistent with our own legislation, consistent with 
our own constitutional duty, we have a right 
to interfere? 
clear, and perfectly clear without taking any 
step backward in respect to the scheme of re- 


construction or the mere technical compliance | 


with our own legislation that we insisted upon 
in the case of Georgia. Why, sir, what is the 
history of this legislation? 1t only requires a 
patient man to give five minutes’ attention to it 
to see that when we restore Georgia to military 
control, as I wish we might entirely—although 
this bill does not go quite that far, it ought to— 
we are acting in precise accordance with what 
we have done hitherto upon the statute-book ; 
we are taking back nothing that we have prom- 
ised to the people of that State; we are vio- 
lating no pledge that we have made to her ; 
but on the contrary we are insisting upon the 
entire performance in good faith of the things 
that we required in the first place to be done. 
Now, what is the history of this legislation? 

I have taken the pains to make brief abstracts, 
which I think I am safe in saying are correct, 
of these laws. The first was the act of 2d 
March, 1867, which provided in express terms 
that until admitted to representation all civil 
| government in these States, including Georgia, 
| should be and remain provisional. I believe 
| our friends over the way agree that they are 
not yet admitted to representation ; that is the 
cause of all their woe; so that tne time has not 
come by the express provisions of the first act 
we passed on the subject when provisional 
government, subject to the military power, was 
declared by Congress to have reached its term- 


'| ination. ' 
That same act also provided in express terms | 
the facts that were presented to us and were || that no person disqualified by the fourteenth | 


The executive officers of the | 


To my mind that is perfectly | 


7 
in insurrection orrebellion. It did not provide 


that he must have taken an oath also, but based 
itself upon the mere fact, oath or no oath, that 
any person in those States should have held the 
offices described and afterward engaged in re- 
bellion, and that you willfind is material when 
we come to consider the composition of this 
Legislature that professed to assemble about 
the 4th of July 1868, 

The fifth section provided for the formation 
of a constitution in conformity to the provisions 
laid down and for its transmission to Congress, 
and then provided not only that that constitu- 
tion should be republican in form and satis- 


| factory to Congress as an instrument before 
| the State should be again entitled to represent- 


ation, but it also provided in express terms 


| that all the other provisions of said act shall 


| sible for language to be. 


have been complied with. 

It gave notice to that people that every jot 
and tittle of the requirements of these laws 
must be complied with before they would be 
entitled to be heard here upon the question of 
restoration. There was no equivocation about 
the language; nobody could put any miscon- 
struction upon it ; it was as plain as it was pos- 
That all being done, 
not only a republican constitution formed satis 
factory to Congress, but every one of the other 
provisions of the law being complied with, then 
and not till then should that people be consid- 
ered as entitled to be represented on this floor 


| and in the other House of Congress, and to 
| make laws for us as well as for themselves. 





Then came as you may remember, Mr. Pres 
ident, an attempt to carry these acts into exe- 
cution under the administration of the late 


| President of the United States, under that cel- 


ebrated opinion of his Attorney General which 
was, as we all know, a somewhat extraordi- 
nary document, inspired no doubt by the wishes 


| of his chief, which was caiculated—I do net 


say intended—to destroy the eflicacy of these 
very provisions I have been stating by under- 
taking to get the case of every rebel out from 
under the statute and to hold, as far as it was 
possible to go, that the statute really did not 
apply to anybody at all. That compelled a 
session of Congress in July, 1867, as you may 
remember, sir, when we undertook to reaffirm 
what we had done before, and to put it im such 
language as to make it impossible for that At- 


| torney General (whether any other could be 


found who could do it might be another 
question) to get around it. And so we de- 
clared over again in express terms upon a 
bill reported by my friend from Illinois that 
those governments were to continue ‘‘subject’’ 
—I quote the language— ‘‘ to the paramount 
authority of Congress in all respects’? until 


their Senators and their Representatives were 


| here; and then we provided by definition what 


was the class of persons who should be ex 


| cluded from registration and from officehold 


| 


ing in those States as all civil officers created 
by law for the administration of any gene 
law of a State or for the administration of ju 


tice, and we provided again that those should 
be excluded whether they had taken an oa 


to support the Constitution of the United States 
or not, because inasmuch as the Constitution 
of the United States required that such officers 
should take an oath, we did not intend to give 
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them the benefit of their own misconduct in not 
taking it ifthey could persuade themselves to 
wear that they had not. 
‘Thus it stood until the act of the 25sh of 
June, 1868, which provided for the meeting of 


{ 


this Georgia Legislature and of the Legislatures | 


if three or four of the other States. 
declared, not that Georgia was entitled to admis- 


That act | 


ion, but that when certain things should have | 


happened consonantto and in harmony with our 


preceding legislation fairly, and in good faith, | 


he should be entitled to admission. 
that act of the 25th of June, 1868, declared as 
having been done was merely that the document 
purporting to be a constitution for the State of 
Georgia was republican in form. It affirms 
nothing more. Congress committed itself to 
nothing beyond the bare fact that the instru- 
ment which Georgia had presented was an 


All that | 


instrument republican in form; and it then || 


merely permitted her to hold an election for 
her Legislature, orif one had been held allowed 
the Legislature to meet and proceed in accord- 
ance with the prior acts we had passed on the 
This is the language: ‘* They shall 
be entitled and admitted to representation asa 
State of the Union when the Legislature of such 
State shall have duly ratified the fourteenth 
amendment,’’ and upon certain conditions 
respecting one clause in their constitution 


ibject, 


which are not material to this case ; and then it | 


proceeds to say: ‘*but no person prohibited 
from holding ollice under the United States, or 
under any State, by section three of the -pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution of the 
'Jnited States, known as article fourteen, shall 


be deemed eligible to any office in either of said | 


States,’’ again giving express notice to the 
people of Georgia that the preceding legislation 
of Congress was still insisted upon, and that 
we had not waived any of the previous require- 
ments that the statutes had imposed upon that 
people; and they were told, as Isay over again, 
lest they should make any mistake, that the 
oflicers of that State going into its Legislature 
should be aon only of the persons whom 
we had decided were fit to take a hand in the 
reorganization of the interests of that people. 

That is the legislation. Now, what did they 
do? They met under the invitation of General 
Meade, about the 4th of July, 1868, and under- 
took to organize. ‘The question was immedi- 
ately raised, not whether any negro was entitled 
to a seat here, nobody objected to them, they 
appeared and took their seats, nobody sug- 
gested that any colored man was ineligible 
under the fourteenth article, forno colored man, 
there at any rate, had been suspected either of 
ever having held an oftice before of any kind 
or of having engaged in insurrection or war 
against the United States, but it was suggested 
that many persons in both branches of that 
l.egislature had been guilty of open war against 
the United States, being of the description that 
the act of Congress had prohibited to sit there ; 
and whatdidtheydo? They purported to have 
an investigation, and the evidence is submitted 
here in the report of General Meade, that I hold 
in my hand, which illustrates the whole thing. 

Those men were called before these com- 
inittees of investigation and were asked whether 
they had ever held any office under the 
United States, or under any State, and had 
afterward engaged in rebellion. Some of them 
could not remember. Others were asked 
whether they had taken any oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States when 
they exercised the duties of that office, entirely 


ignoring and setting aside the explicit provision | 
of Congress every time that the taking of the | 


oath was totally immaterial, and that the fact 
of holding the office was the criterion. We did 
not care whether they had taken the oath or 


not if they ought to have done it; but the | 


gentle-minded committees of that Legislature 
thought that would be a somewhat difficult 
thing to get over; and so they shut their eyes 
to it and just asked those rebellious gentlemen 
who came up to the bar to swear on the sub- 











|| compromise to persuade the colored members | 


| of it—that every man who sat there as a mem- 
ber, black, white, grey, or any other color, was 
| eligible to his seat and rightfully occupied it. 


| aged that affair had in view the purpose of satis- 


ject of their doings whether they had taken 


an oath to support the Constitution of the Uni- |, 


ted States when they held those State offices ; 


and with true southern chivalry almost every || 


one of them, I believe every one, swore that | 
he could not really remember that he had; 
and so they gave, as the criminal law requires, 
the respondent the benefit of the doubt, and | 


decided that he was eligible ; and not only that, || 


but they passed a formal resolution that every | 
man, without regard to color, race, or previous | 
condition of servitude—that is the very form 


I do not know that the gentlemen who man- 


fying some uneasy people, who began to inquire, 
‘*what are you going to do with the colored 
members?’ I do not know whether it was a 





and their friends to shat their eyes to this 
flagrant and open violation of the act of Con- 
gress or not that this general resolution was 
passed ; but they did pass a resolution, which 
appears here in the reports, that every member 


| 
| occupying a seat was qualified to hold it. Then | 





SS 


they went on with their legislation ; they yati- 
fied the fourteenth amendment, they elected | 
Senators, and did various things. | 

Immediately after that was done, I believe 
the very next day, one of the Democratic 
brethren in that Legislature introduced a reso- 
lution to inquire into the eligibility of the col- 
ored members. He thought the time had come 
to purify the Legislature, to get out of it the 
men who had no right to sit there ; but some 
of his wiser friends appear to have told him 
‘vou are too fast, my friend ; this will not do; 
Congress will suspect that we are playing pos- 
sum,’’ and therefore the resolution was quietly 
smothered, laid on the table. The thing kept 
going on in that way; some irrepressible man 
would offer a resolution touching the colored 
members, and the other and wiser heads would 
lay it on the table, smother it without debate, 
until Congress having adjourned and the mili- 
tary command having been withdrawn, as I have 
said, by General Meade, military government 
no longer existing, they supposed it would be 
safe to turn out these men who they had already 
voted were legally entitled to their seats by the 
previous resolution, and to set up for them- 
selves. So, then, in September they expelled 
every man whose hair curled in the least, every 
man whose skin was not as white as the whitest, 
and went on their way rejoicing. They dida 
little more, which illustrates how far men will 
go when they once get started. They not 
only turned out these colored men, to the 
amount of nearly thirty, I believe, in both 
houses, whom a majority of the people, the 
unquestioned voters, had elected, and hav- 
ing turned those out they went around the 
country and picked up what they called the 
next best man in each district, the man who 
had the minority of the votes, and put him 
into the seat of the man they had expelled ; 
and they did that under what they claimed to 
be the authority of the law of Georgia in 
Irwin’s code, which says substantially that in 
all elections to office where a plurality elects 
if the person having the largest number turns 
out to be disqualified or ineligible the person 
having the next largest number shall be con- 
sidered to have the plurality. Irwin’s code 
says that; but when you ask them to turn to 
that section of the constitution or of the statute 
which says that members of the Legislature 
shall be elected by a plurality, unhappily it 
cannot be found anywhere. 

The Judiciary Committee the other day in 
investigating this subject of finding out how 
twenty-eight rebels got into the places of the 
twenty-eight colored men, if that was the num- 
ber, invited the gentlemen of Georgia who 
were present before us—judges and governors 
and lawyers and politicians and statesmen—to 
point out to us that section in the law of Geor- 








| 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


me 


iB} 





December 16, 


gia or in its constitution which made member 
of this General Assembly elective by a plural. 
ity, and after the most diligent search it eo), 
not be found. There may be some such staty;,. 
but it is placed so high, as was said abow, . 
very ancient statute that some of my ole. 
friends can tell us about, that nobody now ¢ ' 
see it. It has gone, disappeared, go tha; “ea 
far as it appears before us, and I really belie, 
that to be the case, they not only violated the 
constitution of their own State, violated tho, 
own resolution in turning out these people. 
but they flew in the face of their own Jay ;! 
putting in men who had never been elected j,, 
a majority of the people, because there was ») 
authority so far as we can find for saying {),, 
members of the General Assembly are elected 
by a plurality vote; and the very code they 
rely upon only authorizes the person not, havin, 
the largest number to take the office wen ti, 
one having the largest number is disqualified 
when that election is made by a plurality, 
Nobody could find it for us. I do not beliegs 
it exists. 

That is what this Legislature did. Noy. 
can anybody tell me that Congress is retraciny 
its steps, insisting upon something new, urgins 
further conditions, doing anything that it has 
not already said it would do and ought to do, 
when it takes hold of these facts and restores 


'| that people to the place where they belong? 


If there is any such [ shall be glad to hear his 
reasons for that opinion on these statutes whic) 
I have cited. 

What happened after that? Why, sir, the 
reign of anarchy, of cruelty, and of tyranny 
began. Murder, assault, assassination, ostra- 
cism, everything that can disgrace a commu. 
nity, that can turn it into a state of barbarism 
and make it a living hell fora civilized people, 
was done. 

Gentlemen say—it was said before our com 
mittee by a distinguished citizen of that State 
who thought he believed it—I have no dout: 
that peace and order had reigned in Georgia 
all the time ; that life was as safe, property as 
secure, justice as truly administered in tliat 
State in proportion to its numbers and popula 
tion as in any State in the Union ; but when 
he was asked whether there had been in the 
last two years any execution for murder le 
could not tell us that there had been. When 
he was asked if there had beenany conviction 
for murder in that State, he could not tell us 
that there had been unless he may have sail 
that there has been one very recently. And 
yet the recorded evidence reported by Genera! 
Meade and reported now recently by General 
Terry for the last year, shows, if there is any 
faith to be put in human testimony from ofli- 
cial sources that have no interest to misrepre- 
sent, that as I say the reign of anarchy and of 
cruelty and of blood in many sections of that 
State has been supreme, and that there is no 
such thing as justice administered there ; that 
there isno such thing as security for life or prop: 
erty or anything that a man holds dear and 
has aright to have except at the mere sufferance 
and permission of bands of regulators; and 
when anybody receives an injury, when any: 
body is murdered, if the sheriff of the county 
attempts to arrest the murderer the sheriff ot 
the county is sent about his business, first being 
soundly whipped for interfering with the free 
institutions of the Democratic State of Georgia, 
and driven out! 

Sir, in such a state of things as that, and the 
reports which demonstrate it I say are from 
official sources—they are on our tables—wha' 
are we todo? Of what value is atrial by Jury: 
which under a civil government of course 's 
the only method of punishing crime, when the 
whole body of a county of which a jury would 
be composed is one gang of people who ary 
determined to drive out everybody who does 
not choose to think as they do? Of course, 
under such circumstances, a jury trial is 4 
mockery ; it is a shield for cruelty and crime 
instead of being an instrument of punishment 
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for it. 
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Eve ry body knows that. What, then, are 
.to do. sir? Are we tostand idly by, having, 
; I have show n, the power, the rightful power 
‘nterfere, and see a wide and fair section of 
- country go to ruin in this way? I do not 
h a <»: and therefore I say that the only fault 
That ve to find with the bill now before us is that 
joes not go far enough, because while it does 


td 


e the Legislature of that State provisional | 


nds ub ject still to the paramount authority of 
Congress, by imp lication it makes the executive 
‘overnment of that State and the judicial gov- 
ent of that State permanent, and that gov- 
rame »nt can only punish crime and protect life 
:rough the exercise of justic einthe civil tribu- 
on and that is mere mockery in these wide 
ctions of the State; whereas if you would 
nake the whole government provisional, while 
+ would not interfere at all with the exercise 
of civil administration in those sections of the 
State where civil administration was adequate 
for the purpose of protecting life and doing jus- 
tice, it would enable the military commander 


of that district in aid of this prov isional govern- 


ment to organize his military commission in | 


those counties held by these regulators and 
le pene and hang them, as they deserve. 

» I say, Mr. P resident, having occupied 
more time than I intended when I rose, that my 
fault with this bill is found in the fact that it 
does not reach far enough to redress the enor- 
mous evils that exist in “that State. 

Mr.SAULSBURY. Mr. President, the bill 
inder consideration is entitled ‘‘ A bill to per- 
fectthe reconstruction of the State of Georgia.”’ 
The particular amendment now before the 


Se nate is that the Legislature of Georgia shall | 


be provisional until they ratify certain amenc d- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. HOWARD. With the consent of the 
Senator from Delaware, I propose to move an 
adjournment. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 
nose. 

Mr. MORTON. I hope that question will 

1t be put till I can have the joint resolution in 

gard to the admission of Virginia referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 

on to the proposition of the Senator from 
Indiana? [‘*No!’’ **No!’?] The Chairhe 
no objection ; 
to the restoration of Virginia will be refe rred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOWARD. I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


I yield for that pur- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 16, 1869. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier. 
[he Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
BUREAU OF CUSTOMS-REVENUE. 
Mr. SCHENCK, by unanimous consent, 
itroduced a bill (H. R. No. 594) to establish 
a bureau of customs-revenue in the Treasury 
Department; which was read a first and second 
ime, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 


INTERNAL REVENUE, 


Mr. KNOTT, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 595) to amend the 
xisting laws of the United States in relation 
to the assessment and collection of internal 
revenue; which was read a first and second 
‘ime, and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

TAXATION OF STATE BANK NOTES. 

_ Mr. STONE, by unanimous consent, intro- 
‘uced a bill (H. RK. No. 596) to repeal the tax 
f ten per cent. upon the notes of State 
which was read a first and second time, 


= referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, 


4lst Cong. 2p Sgss. 


Prayer 


anks: 


—No. 12 


ars | 
and the joint resolution in regard | 


THE 


ELECTIONS TO ELECTORAL 


Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, 
mitted the following resolution; 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire whether any legislation is 
necessary to provide for the determination of any 
election contest which may arise in the Electoral Col- 
lege, and report by bill or otherwise. 


ADDITIONAL MEN THE NAVY. 


Mr. SCOFIELD, by unanimous consent, 
presented a letter from the Secretary of the 
Navy, recommending that authority be given 
him to enlist fifteen hundred men in addition 
to the eighty-five hundred now allowed by law ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES FLEMING. 


Mr. SCOFIELD, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 597) for the relief 
of James Ileming, a soldier in the war of 1812; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

STATUARY FOR THE CAPITOL, 

Mr. WHITTEMORE, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 
89) to enable the Secretary of the Interior to 
contract with Fiske Mills for a group of stat- 
uary for the south wing of the Capitol; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
and ordered to be printed. 

REMOVAL OF DISABILITI 

Mr. TILLMAN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 598) to relieve certain 
persons therein named from the legal and polit- 
ical disabilities imposed by the fourteenth arti- 
cle of amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, and for other purposes ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Reconstruction. 


COLLEGE. 


sub- 
which was 


FOR 7 


ES. 


ACCOUNTS OF ALFRED CALDWELL 


Mr. DUVAL, by unanimous consent, submit- 
ted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
be and are instrueted to inquire into the settlement 
of the accounts of Alfred Caldwell, deceased, late 
consul at Honolulu; and if, in their opinion, the 


estate of the deceased is entitled to relief, that the 
committee report by bill or otherwise, 


CLARISSA ILUILN. 
Mr. O’ NEILL, by unanimous consent, intro- 


|| duced a bill (H. R. No. 599) granting a pen- 


sion to Clarissa Huhn, widow of contract sur- 
geon George Huhn, late of the United States 
Army ; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 
SARAIT R. DICK. 


Mr. O’NEILL also, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 600) granting a 
pension to Sarah R. Dick, mother of contract 
surgeon George H. Dick, late of the United 
States Army; which was read a first and sec- 


| ond time, and referred to the Committee on 


Invalid Pensions. 
CLEVELAND WATER-WORKS. 


Mr. UPSON, by unanimous consent, intro- 


| duced a bill (H. R. No. 601) declaring the con- 
| sent of Congress to the erection of a crib in 


Lake Erie by the city of Cleveland for the 
erection of an inlet for a water-works tunnel 
about to be constructed by said city; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
Mr. TYNER, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained leave to withdraw from the files 
of the House the papers relating to the claim 


| of the estate of Alexander Wilson, deceased, 
| against the republic of Mexico 


WASHINGTON AND GEORGETOWN RAILROAD, 
Mr. LOUGHRIDGE, by unanimous con- 
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| refuse shall, upon convie 
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sent, submitted the followi ing resolution; whieh 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Whereas it is alleged that the Washington and 
Georgetown Railway C ompany, @ corporation char- 
tered by Congress and given valuable privileges and 
franchises in the District of Columbia, has re turned 
in dividends to stockholders of said company their 
original investment and ov. *r fifty percentin addition 
thereto, beside acquiring several acres of valuable 
property in the District of Columbia, and has in 
many respects violated its charter and failed for th: 
last few years to keep its cars in cleanly condition: 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of 
Columbia be, and is hereby, directed to inquire into 
the expediency of tho passage of a bill prehibiting 
the said Washington and Georgetown Railway Com 
pany from collecting more faro from passengers than 
five cents, as was originally provided in the act of 
incorporation by whichit svesere ithe right to oeeupy 
Pennsylvania avenue and oth: treets and avenues 
of Washington and George saiteat: and to report by bill 
or otherwise. 


METEOROLOGICA 
Mr. PAINE, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 602) to authorize the 
Secretary of War to provide for taking meteor- 
ological observations at all the military stations 
in the interior of the continent, and for giving 
notice on the northern lakes and the Atlantic 
sea-board of the approach and force of storms ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF 
Mr. PAINE, by unanimous consent, also 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 603) for the 
improvement of the harbor of Kenosha, in the 
State of Wisconsin; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


L OBSERVATIONS. 


KENOSHA HARBOR. 


NINTH CENSUS. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


order of business. 

TheSPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of House bill No. 424, 
to provide for taking the ninth census of the 
United States, and to fix the number of the 
members of the House of Representatives 
and to provide for their future apportionment 
among the several States, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union with sundry amendments, a portion of 
which were disposed of yesterday. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


Strike out the words “‘on pain of forfeiting $100, 
to be sued for and recovered in an action of debt by 
the superintendent or district superintendent, to the 
use of the | nited States,” and in lieu thereof insert 
the following: “‘and whoe ve r hall willfully fail or 
tiv mn thereof, forfeit and pay 
a2 sum note - eeding $100;"’ so the section will read: 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That each and 
every pe rson morethan tw« nt} years ofage, belonging 
to any family residing in any enumer: ition district, 
and in case of the absence of the heads and other 
members of any such family, then any agent of such 
family,shall be, and each of them hereby is, required, 
if thereto requested by the superintendent, district 
superintendent, special deputy, or enumerator, to 
render atrue account, to the best of his or her knowl 
edge, of every person belonging to such family, in 
the various particularsrequired by le iw; and whoever 
shs ul willfully fail or refuse shall be guilty of a mis 
demeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall forfeit 
and pay a sum not exceeding $100, 


I call for the regular 


Mr. POTTER. I demand a separate vote 
on that amendment. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I understand 


that my friend from New York only objects to 
the words ‘‘be guilty of a misdemeanor, and,’ 
and if they be str:cxen out the effectiveness of 
the section will not be affected. I ask unani- 
mous consent that they be stricken ont. 

There was no objection ; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

The amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, as amended, 
was then concurred in, 

The SPEAKER, It was the understanding 
that the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. I'r 
wortH| should have an op portunity to submit 
his amendment in reference to the abo! 
the franking privilege, and it is now In order. 


tron ot 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. [I submit the follow- 
ing amendment : 

Strike out the following: a 

‘The superintendent, his chief clerk, district super 


ar 7 


ied 
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intendents, special deputies, and enumerators are 
hereby authorized to transmit through the post « flice 
any paper or document relating to the census, by 
writing thereon “ official business—census,”’ and sub 
cribing the same with the addition to his name of 
hi« official title. But thie privilegre shall extend to 
nothing butthe documents and papers relating to the 
census, which shall pass free. And any superin- 
tendent, district superintendent, special deputy, 
enumerator, or cierk who shall use or exercise this 
privilege for any purpose other than the legitimate 
discharge of the duties of his office shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall 
forfeit for each offense a sum not exceeding $100, 

And in lieu thereof inser’ the following: 

\ecurate accounts shall be kept by the superin- 
tendent, the district superintendents, and enumer- 
atora of expenses incurred by them for postage upon 
all official letters and other documents and commu- 
nications sent by them through the mails in the dis- 
charge of their duties under this act, which amounts 
shall be allowed them by the Secretary of the Interior 
when properly certifiedin such manner as the Seere- 
tary of the Interior may dire 


he House divided; and there were 
4, noes 60. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH demanded the yeas 
and nays, and tellers on the yeas and nays. 


ayes 


lellers were not ordered; and the yeas and 
nays were not ordered, 

Vr. FARNSWORTH then demanded tellers 
on the amendment 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Stevenson 
and Mr. Concer were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 51, noes 74, 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. ELA. Idesire to correct an error in the 
recording of my vote yesterday on the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Rhode [sland 
{Mr. Jenckes]| with regard to the employ- 
mentofspecialdeputies. My name is recorded 
among the yeas. whereas I voted ‘* nay.”’ 

Ihe SPEAKER. 
the question on the reading of the Journals ? 

Mr. LA. Lrefertothe recordin the Globe. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Then it 
matter for the Globe to correct. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The rule is, where the 
Journal is allowed to pass without correction 
when it is read it is not subsequently liable to 
correction, 


Mr. BALLEY. 


| move to reconsider the 


Did the gentleman raise | 


is a | 


vote by which amendment No. 21 was adopted | 
and a new section added to the bill as section | 


eight. 
Che Clerk read amendment No. 21, as fol- 
low 5 


Insert after section seven the following additional 
ection: 

seo, 8. And be itfurther enacted, That each district 
superintendent, being specially authorized thereto 
by the Superintendent of the Census, may employ, 
in addition to or instead of the enumerators in any 


district, one or more persons as deputies to collect, | 


collate, arrange, and report the special statistical 


information called for by this act in relationto mines | 


and mining, manufactures and mechanical industries, 
mercantile and trading establishments and business, 


tisheries, education, religion, charities, charitable, | 


sanitary, reformatory, and penal institutions, and 
other commercial and social statistics provided for 
in this act; and such special deputies shall take the 
ame oath as that required of the district superin- 
tendents; and in districts where such special depu- 
ties are appointed the Superintendent of the Census 
shall bave power in his discretion to relieve the local 
enumerators from the duty of collecting the whole or 
any portion of such special statistics; and the agssess- 
ors and collectors of internal revenue in each dis 
trict and their subordinates are hereby required to 
exhibit all books and records, and furnish all inform- 
ation in their possession to said special deputies 
which may aid them and which they may require for 
the purpose of obtaining such special statistics. 


Mr. JENCKES. Imove that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. On that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 64, nays 112, not voting 
35; as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Armstrong. Benton, 


Blair, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Butlinton, 
Burchard, Cake, Cessna, Churchill, Clarke, Coburn, 
Conger, Dawes, Dickey, Duval, Fitch, Hamilton, 
Hays, Hill, Hloar, Looper, Hotchkiss, enckes,J ulian, 
Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, Logan, Maynard, 
McCarthy, E'iakim HL. Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, 
Myers, O'Neill, Paine, Palmer, Peters, Phelps, Po 
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land. Prosser, Rice, Packer, Sargent, Schenck, John 
A. Sinith, William Smyth, Starkweather, Stoughton, 
Strong, Lanner, Tillman, Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, 
Upson, William LB. Washburn, Welker, Willard, and 
W illiams—O4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Archer, Arnell, Asper, 
Bailey, Barnum, Beaman, Beatty, Beck, Benjamin, 
Bennett, Biggs, Bingham, Bird, Boles, Boyd, James 
Brooks, Burdett, Burr, Roderick ®. Butler, Calkin, 
Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, Cowles, Cox, 
Crebs, Cullom, Deweese, Dickinson, Dockery, Don- 
ley, Dox, Dyer, Ela, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Ferriss, 
linkelnburg, Fisher, Gerfield,Getz,Gilfillan,Greene, 
Griswold, Haldeman, Hale, Hamill, Hawkins, Haw- 
ley, Hay, Heaton, Heflin, Hoag, Hoge, Holman, In- 
ecersoll, Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, 


Judd, Kerr, Ketcham, Knott, Laflin, Lash, Law- | 


renee, Marshall, Mayham, MeCormick, McCrary, 
MeGrew, McNeely, Mereur, William Moore, Mor- 
gan, Mungen, Niblack, Orth, Packard, Pomeroy, 
Randall, Reading, Reeves, Rogers, Sanford, Saw- 
yer, Scofield, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, 
Slocum, Joseph S. Smith, William J. Smith, Worth- 
ington C, Smith, Stevens, Stevenson, Stiles, Stokes, 


Stone, Swann, Sweeney, Trimble, Van Horn, Van | 


Trump, Voorhees, Cadwalader C, Washburn, Wells, 
Wheeler, Wilkinson, Winans, Winchester, Witcher, 
and Woodward—112. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Axtell, 
Bowen, Benjamin F. Butler, Cleveland, 
Dixon, Ferry, Fox, Golladay, Haight, Hambleton, 
Hopkins, Johnson, Loughridge, Lynch, Jesse 


Moore, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey, Negley, Pot- | 


ter, Roots, Schumaker, Shanks, Sherrod, Strader, 
Strickland, Taffe, Van Auken, Ward, Whittemore, 
Kugene M. Wilson, John T. Wilson, and Wood—35. 


So the House refused to lay the motion to | 


reconsider on the table. 


The question recurred on the motion to re- 


consider; and it was agreed to. 
The question then recurred on agreeing to 


the amendment; and being put, the amend- | 


ment was disagreed to. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. While the yeas 


and nays were being taken I have been going | 
over the bill and find twelve places in which | 


amendments Were made inserting the words 
‘* special deputy ’’ or ‘‘ special deputies ;’’ and 


I now ask unanimous consent to move that | 
wherever these words occur they may be stricken | 


out. 
lhe motion wag agreed to. 
‘The amendments having now been disposed 


of, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and | 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was | 


accordingly read the third time. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
previous question on the passage of the bill. 
The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
the protracted and patient attention which the 


House has given to this bill during the last || 
seven days is the best evidence that could be | 


offered of the deep interest felt in the subject ; 


and the fact that no leading feature of the || 
bill as introduced by the committee has been | 


changed by the House is a strong assurance 
that the House approves of the work of the 
committee. I beg leave to present not only a 
brief review of the bill in its present shape, as 


, compared with the old law, but I will also ven- | 
ture to ask the indulgence of the House while | 


I present some general considerations on the 
subject of the census as a leading instrument 
of modern civilization. In doing so I shall 
tuke the liberty of using some materials which 


| have used elsewhere on the general subject. || 


The modern census is so closely related to 
the science of statistics that no general discus- 
sion of it is possible without considering the 
principles on which statistical science rests 
and the objects which it proposes to reach. 

The science of statistics 1s of recent date, 
and like many of its sister sciences owes its 
origin to the best and freest impulses of modern 
civilizatipn. The enumerations of inhabitants 
and the appraisements of property made by 
some of the nations of antiquity were practical 
means employed sometimes to distribute polit- 
ical power, but more frequently to adjust the 
burdens of war; but no attempt was made 
among them to classify the facts obtained so 
as to make them the basis of scientific induc- 
tion. The thought of studying these facts to 


ascertain the wants of society had not then || nation.”’ 


dawned on the human mind, and of course 


_ self from the cruel dominion of superstition 


|| from countless evils which were once though: 
Banks, || i. 
Davis, | 


I move the | 


Mr. Speaker, | 
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there was nota science of statistics iu the mod 
ern sense. 

It is never easy to fix the precise date 
birth of any science, but we may safely say tho, 
statistics did not enter its scientific phase before 
1749, when it received from Professor Achen. 
wall, of Gittingen, not only its name, but th, 
first comprehensive statement of its prin, 
ples. Without pausing to trace the stages o/ 
its growth, some of the results of the cultiyy. 
tion of statistics in the spirit and methods of 


Of the 


| science may be stated as germane to this qj. 
| cussion : 


1. It has developed the truth that society ;, 


| an organism whose elements and forces cop. 


form to laws as constant and pervasive as t})o<, 
which govern the material universe ; and tha: 
the study of these laws will enable man 1, 
ameliorate his condition, to emancipate hi» 


and 


beyond his control, and will make him {), 
master rather than the slave ofnature. Mankin, 
have been slow to believe that order reigns jy 
the universe—that the world is a cosmos 
not a chaos. 

The assertion of the reign of law has bee, 
stubbornly resisted at every step. The divin; 


ond 
@uu 


| ties of heathen superstition still linger in one 


form or another in the faith of the ignorant, 


| and even many intelligent men shrink from the 


contemplation of one supreme will acting reg 


| ularly, not fortuitously, through laws beauti{, 
/and simple rather than through a fitful and 


capricious system of intervention. 

secky tells us that in the early ages it wa; 
believed that the motion of the heavenly bodies 
as well as atmospheric changes was effected 
by angels. In the Talmud a special angel wa: 


| assigned to every star and every element, ani 


similar notions were general throughout the 
Middle Ages. 

The scientific spirit has cast out the demon: 
and presented us with nature clothed and in 


| her right mind and living under the reign o: 


law. It has given us, for the sorceries of tli 
alchemist, the beautiful laws of chemistry ; fur 


| the dreams of the astrologer, the sublime truths 


of astronomy; for the wild visions of co: 
mogony, the monumental records of geology; 
for the anarchy of diabolism, the laws of (Goi 
But more stubborn still has been the resis! 
ance against every attempt to assert the reigi 
of law inthe realm of society. In that strug! 
statistics has been the handmaid of science 
and has poured a flood of light upon the dari 
questions of famine and pestilence, ignoran 

and crime, disease and death. 

We no longer hope to predict the career ani 
destiny of a human being by studying the cou 
junction of planets that presided at his birth. 
We study rather the laws of life within hiu 
and the elements and forces of nature aut 
society around him. We no longer attribut 
the untimely death of infants wholly to the sis 
of Adam, for we know it is the result of bad 
nursing and ignorance. We are beginning | 
acknowledge that— 

“The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, 
But in ourselves that we are underlings.” 
Governments are only beginning to recognize 
these truths. 

In 1853 the Presbytery of Edinburgh pet 

tioned the British ministry to appoint a day 0! 


national fasting and prayer in order to stay the 


ravages of cholera in Scotland. Lord Palm 
erston, the home secretary, replied in a lette! 
which a century before no British statesma! 
would have dared towrite. He told the clergy 
of Scotland that ‘‘the plague being already 
upon them activity was preferable to humilia- 
tion; that the causes of disease should be 
removed by improving the abodes of the poo’, 
and cleansing them from those sources of co” 
tagion which would infallibly breed pestilence 
and be fruitful in death in spite of all the 
prayers and fastings of a united but inactive 
Henry Thomas Buckle expressed 
the belief that this letter will be quoted in future 
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aves as a striking illustration of the progress 
of enlightened public opinion. Bat that further 
nrogress is possible is seen in the fact that 
‘hin the last three years an English bishop 
as attributed the rinderpest to the Oxford 
uceays and the writings of Colenso. ; 

fn these remarks I disclaim any reference 
to the dominion ofthe Creator over His spiritual 
wniverse and the high and sacred duty of all 
His intelligent creatures to reverence and wor- 
ship Him. I speak solely of those laws that 
relate to the physical, intellectual, and social 
life of man. ; sal ; 

» The development of statistics are causing 
history to be rewritten. ‘Till recently the his- 
torian studied nations in the aggregate, and 
wave us only the story of princes, dynasties, 
sieges, and battles. Of the people themselves— 
the great social body with life, growth, forces, 
elements, and laws of its own—he told us noth- 
ing. Now statistical inquiry leads him into 
the hovels, homes, workshops, mines, fields, 
prisons, hospitals, and all places where human 
nature displays its weakness and its strength. 
In these explorations he discovers the seeds of 
national growth and decay, and thus becomes 
the prophet of his generation. 

Without the aid of statistics that most mas- 
terly chapter of human history, the third of 
Macaulay’s first volume, could never have 
been written. 

3. Statistical science is indispensable to 
modern statesmanship. In legislation as in 
physical science it is beginning to be under- 


stood that we can control terrestrial forces | 


only by obeying their laws. The legislator 
must formulate in his statutes not only the na- 
tional will, but also those great laws of social 
life revealed by statistics. He must study soci- 
ety rather than black-letter learning. He must 


learn the truth ‘‘that society usually prepares | 


the crime, and the criminal is only the instru- 
ment that completes it ;’’ that statesmanship 
consists rather in removing causes than in 
punishing or evading results. 
Lightisitselfagreat corrective. A thousand 
wrongs and abuses that grow in the darkness 
disappear like owls and bats before the light of 
day. 
many months the press of this country will burn 
down the whipping-posts of Delaware as effect- 
ually as the mirrors of Archimedes burned the 
Roman ships in the harbor of Syracuse ? 


For example, who can doubt that before | 


I know of no writer who has exhibited the | 


importance of this science to statesmanship so 
fully and so ably as Sir George Cornewall 


Lewis in his treatise ‘‘ On the Methods of Ob- | 


After 


servation and Reasoning on Politics.’’ 


showing that politics is now taking its place | 


among the sciences, and as a science its super- 
structure rests on observed and classified facts, 


he says of the registration of political facts, | 


which consists of history and statistics, that ‘‘it 
may be considered as the entrance and propy- 
leato politics. It furnishes the materials upon 
which the artificer operates, which he hews into 
shape and builds up into a symmetrical struc- 
ture,”’ 

In a subsequent chapter he states the im- 
portance of statistics to the practical] statesman 
in this strong and lucid language : 

“He can hardly take a single safe step without 


consulting them. Whether he be framing a plan of 
finance, or considering the operation of an existing 


tax, or following the variations of trade, or studying | 


the publie health, or examining the effects of a crim- 
inal law, his conclusions ought to be guided by sta- 
tistical data.’’— Vol. 1, p. 134. 

Napoleon, with that wonderful vision vouch- 
safed to genius, saw the importance of this 
science when he said: 


" Statisti¢s is the budget of things; and withouta 
budget there is no public safety.”’ 


_We may not, perhaps, go as far as Goethe 
did and declare that 
world;’’ but we can fully agree with him that 
‘they show how it is governed.” 

Baron Quetelet, of Belgium, one of the ripest 
scholars and profoundest students of statistical 


‘figures govern the | 
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* 
science, concludes his latest chapter of scien- 
tific results in these words: 


‘*One of the principal results of civilization is to 
reduce more and more the limits within which the 
different elements of society fluctuate. The more 
intelligence increases the more these limits are re- 
duced, and the nearer we approach the beautiful and 
the good. The perfectibility of the human species 
results as a necessary consequence of all our re- 
searches. Physical defects and monstrosities are 
gradually disappearing; the frequency and severity 
of diseases are resisted more successfully by the prog 
ress of medical science; the moral qualities of man 
are proving themselves not less capable of improve- 
ment; and the more we advance the less we shall 
have need to fear those great political convulsions 
and wars and their attendant results which are the 
scourges of mankind.”’ 


It should be added that the growing import- 
ance of political science as well as its recent 
origin is exhibited in the fact that nearly every 
modern nation has established within the last 
half century a bureau of general statistics for 
the uses of statesmanship and science. In the 
thirty States of Europe they are now assidu- 
ously cultivatingthe science. Notone of their 


central bureaus was fully organized before the | 


year 1800. 


The chief instrument of American statistics | 


is the census, which should accomplish a two- 
fold object. It should serve the country by 
making a full and accurate exhibit of the ele- 
ments of national life and strength, and it 
should serve the science of statistics by so 
exhibiting general results that they may be 
compared with similar data obtained by other 
nations. 

In the light of its national uses and its rela- 
tions to social science let us consider the origin 
and development of the American census. 

During the colonial period several enumer- 
ations of the inhabitants of the Colonies were 
made by order of the British Board of Trade; 
but no general concerted attempt was made to 
take a census until after the opening of the 
revolutionary war. As illustrating the practi- 
cal difficulty of census-taking at that time, a 
passage in a letter written in 1715to the Lords 
of ‘Trade by Hunter, the colonial governor 
of New York, may be interesting: 

‘The superstition of this people is so unsurmount- 
able that I believe I shall never be able to obtain a 
complete list of the number of inhabitants of this 
province.’’—New York Colonial MSS., vol. 5, p. 459. 

He then suggests a computation based upon 
returns of militia and of freemen, afterward 
the women and children, and then the servants 
and slaves. 

William Burnet, colonial governor of New 
Jersey, to the Lords of Trade, June 26, 1726, 
after mentioning returns made in 1723, says: 


“I would have then ordered the like accounts to 
be taken in New Jersey, but [ was advised it might 
make the people uneasy, they being generally of a 
New England extraction and thereby enthusiasts; 


| and that they would take it for a repetition of the 


same sin that David committed in numbering the 
peopleand might bring on the like judgments. This 
notion put me off from it at the time, but since your 
lordships desire it I will give the orders to the sher- 
iffs that it may be done as soon as may be.”’ 

That this sentiment has not yet wholly dis- 
appeared may be seen from the following: at 
a public meeting held on the evening of Novem- 
ber 12, 1867, in this city, pending the taking of 


| the census of the District of Columbia by the 


Department of Education and the municipal 
authorities, a speaker, whose name is given in 
the reported proceedings, said : 

‘*T regard the whole matter as illegal. Teking the 
census is an important matter. In the Bible we are 
told David ordered Joab to take the census when he 
had no authority to do so, and Joab was punished 
forit. He thought these parties, the Metropolitan 
0lice, should be enjoined from asking questions, and 
1e advised those who had not returned the blank not 
to fill it up or answer a single question.”’ 

As early as 1775 the Continental Congress 
resolved that certain of the burdens of the war 
should be distributed among the Colonies 
‘according to the number of inhabitants of all 
ages, including negroes and mulattoes, in each 


| colony;’’ and also recommended to the several 
| colonial conventions, councils, or committees 


of safety to ascertain the number of inhabitants 


/ ants in such State.”’ 


| nomenon which has no parallel. 
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as soon as possible. Such responses as were 
made to this recommendation were probably 
of no great value, and are almost wholly lost. 

The Articles of Confederation, as reported 
by John Dickinson in July, 1776, provided for 
a triennial enumeration of the inhabitants o! 
the States, such enumeration to be the basis of 
adjusting the *‘ charges of war and ull othe: 
expenses that should be incurred for the com 
mon defense or general welfare.’’ The eighth 
of the articles as they were finally adopted pro 
vided that these charges and expenses should 
be defrayed out of a common treasury, to | 
supplied by the several States in ‘‘ proportion 
to the value of land within each State granted 
to or surveyed for any person; and such land 
and the buildings and improvements thereon 
shall be estimated according to such mode as 
the United States in Congress assembled shall 
from time to time direct and appoint.”’ 

The ninth article gave Congress the authority 
‘*to agree upon the numbers of land forces, 
and to make requisitions from each of its quota 
in proportion to the number of white inhabit 
These articles unques 
tionably contemplated a national census, to 
include a valuation of land and an enumeration 
of population, but they led to no substantial 
results. When the blanks in the revenue report 
of 1783 were filled the committee reported that 
they had been compelled to estimate the popu 
lation of all the States except New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Maryland. 

The next step is to the constitutional con 
vention of 1787. ‘The charter of Government 
framed by that body provided for a national 
census to be taken decennially. Moreau de 
Jonnes, a distinguished French writer on sta- 
tistics, in his ‘‘ Eléments de Statistique,”’ refers 
to the constitutional provision in the following 
elevated language : 

‘The United States presents in its history a phe 


wh ( It is that of a peo 
ple who instituted the statisties of their country on 


| the very day when they formed their Government, 


and who regulated in the same instrument the cen 
sus of their citizens, their civil and political rights, 
and the destinies of the country.”’ 

De Jonnés considers the American census 
the more remarkable because it was instituted 
at so early a date by a people very jealous of 
their liberties; and he gives emphasis to his 
statement by referring to the heavy penalties 
imposed by the first law of Congress to carry 
these provisions into effect. 

It must be confessed, however, that the 
American founders looked only to practical 
ends. A careful search through the ‘‘ Mad 
ison Papers’’ has failed to show that any mem 
ber of the Convention considered the census 
in its scientific bearings. But they gave us an 
instrument by which those ends can be reached. 
‘* They builded wiser than they knew.”’ 

In pursuance of the requirements of the Con 
stitution, an act providing for an enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States was 
passed March 1, 1790. 

As illustrating the growth of the American 
census it is worth observing that the report of 
the first census was an octavo pamphlet of fifty- 
two pages, and that of 1800 a folio of seventy- 
eight pages. 

On the 23d of January, 1800, a memorial of 
the American Philosophical Society, signed by 
Thomas Jefferson as its president, was laid be 
forethe Senate. Inthis remarkable paper, writ 
ten in the spirit and interest of science, the 
memorialists prayed that the sphere of the cen 
sus might be greatly extended ; but it does not 
appear to have made any impression on tlhe 
Senate, for no trace of it is found inthe anna 
of Congress. 

The-results attained by the first six census 
were meager for the purposes of science. That 
of 1790 embraced population only, its singte 
schedule containing six inquiries. That ot 
1800 had only a population schedule with four 
teen inquiries. In 1810 an attempt was made 
to superadd statistics of manufactures, but the 


in each colony, and to make return to Congress || results were of no value. In 1820 the statistics 
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of manufactures were again worthless. In 1830 
the attempt to take them was abandoned. In 
1840 there were schedules of population and 
manufactures and some inquires relating to 
edacation and employments. 

The law of May 23, 1850, under which the 
seventh and eighth censuses were taken, marks 
an important era in the history of American 
statistics. This law owes many of its wisest 
provisions and much of the success of its exe- 
cution to Mr. Joseph C. G. Kennedy, under 
whose intelligent superintendence the chief 
work of the last census was accomplished. 
This law marks the transition of the American 
census from the merely practical to the scien- 
tific phase. The system thus originated needs 
correction to make it conform to the later re- 
sults of statistical science and to the wants of 
the American people. Nevertheless it deserved 
the high commendations passed upon it by 
some of the most eminent statisticians and 
publicists of the Old World. 

While recognizing the great relative merits 
of the last census it is also evident that the 
important advances made in social science and 
the great changes that have occurred in our 
country during the last decade require a revis- 
ion of the law. 

To this end I shall examine the principal 
defects in the methods and inquiries of the 
existing law, and shall point out the remedies 
proposed in the pending bill. 

DEFECTS IN THE PRESENT METHOD OF TAKING THI 
CENSUS 

1. The work of taking the census should no 
longer be committed to the charge of the United 
States marshals. These oflicers belong to the 
judicial department of the Government; are 
not chosen with a view to their fitness for cen- 
sus taking or any statistical inquiry ; and 
whether so qualified or not, the greatly increased 
duties devolved upon them by the revenue laws, | 
bankrupt laws, and other legislation since the 
last census was taken make it more difficult | 
now than ever before for them to do this work 
and do it well; and in the popular mind they 
are so associated with arrests and seizures that 


It has been strongly urged that the enum- 


eration should be made in a single day, and |! 


the example of England is cited to show that 
it is practicable. The inquiries made in the 


British census are very few in number, and || 


almost exclusively confined to facts of popula- 
tion. General statistics are not provided for 
in their census. 

Again, the small extent of territory to be 
traversed and the density of the population 


make it possible to carry out a plan there which | 


would prove a disastrous failure here with our 
vast areas and sparse population. 
The census is our only instrument of general 


statistics, and must be more elaborate than that | 


of countries having permanent statistical bu- 
reaus; and as our enumeration is not of the 
actual but the legal population, a longer time, 
say one month, can safely be allowed. 

3. Another important matter (which affects, 


also, the question of time) is the poe objec- || 
1e population || 


tionable methed of obtaining t 
statistics. The census-taker calls on a family 
and spreads before them his array of blanks, 
which they then see for the first time. Suspi- 
cions of his inquisitorial character must be 
allayed ; fears that it is an assessment for pur- 
poses of taxation must be quieted ; the subject 
must be explained, the memories of the family 


stimulated, and the data they furnish criticised || 


and recorded. 


A very capable gentleman, who was an assist- | 


ant marshal in 1860, has estimated the average 


time required for each family, exclusive of | 


travel, atthirty minutes. ‘lhusan honest day’s 


work would accomplish the enumeration of not || 


more than twenty families. I‘ar more import- 
ant than the waste of time is the inaccuracy 


| which must result from this method. It is not 
| reasonable to suppose that a family can in half 


their census visits will create uneasiness and || 


suspicions. 

The unequal size of territory embraced in 
their several districts leads to an unequal and 
unwise distribution of the duties of supervision, 
and this injuriously affects the uniformity, 
promptness, and efficiency of the work. One 
is charged with the supervision of all the cen- 
sus work in Massachusetts, with its million and 
a quarter of inhabitants, while another super- 
intends a district embracing but one half of 
I'lorida and a population of seventy thousand, 
and another has but one third of Alabama and 
a population of three hundred afid twenty 
thousand. 

There are sixty-two judicial districts and as 
many marshals. ‘Thirty-three of the States 
and Territories compose each a single district. 
‘en States contain two districts each, and three 
are divided into three districts each. 

his is not only an unequal distribution of 
duty, but the growth of the country has made 
many of the districts too large for any one man 
to perform thoroughly and expeditiously the 
work of supervision. 

Too much time is allowed in taking the 
census and publishing its results. 

The law of May 28, 1850, under which the 
seventh and eighth censuses were taken, allows 
five months in which to make the enumeration 
and make the returns to Washington, and anu- 
thorizes the Secretary of the Interior to extend 
the time in certain cases. It contains no pro- 
vision concerning the time of publication. As 
*% consequence the main report for 1850 was 
not printed till 1853, and the volume relating 
to manufactures was not printed till 1859. The 
preliminary report of 1860 was not printed till || 
1862; the full reports on population and agri- | 
culture were delayed till 1864, and those on | 
manufactures and mortality till the end of || 


an hour make anything like a complete and ac- | 


curate statement of a great number of details to 
which they have not previously given any special 
attention. 

4. The operations of the census office un- 


der the present law are not sufficiently confi- | 


dential. The citizen is not adequately pro- 
tected from the danger, or rather the appre- 
hension, that his private affairs, the secrets of 
his family and his business, will be disclosed 
to his neighbors. 

The facts given by the members of one fam- 
ily will be seen by all those whose record suc- 
ceeds them on the same blank ; and the undi- 


gested réturns at the central office are not || 
properly guarded against being made the quarry | 


of bookmakers and pamphleteers. 

5. The rule of compensation is arbitrary, 
complicated, and of doubtful wisdom. 

One rule is followed in paying the officers 
and employés at the central office, another for 


| the marshals, and still another for the assist- 


| ant marshals. One principle of compensation 


is adopted for enumerating the inhabitants ; 
another for taking the statistics of industry ; 


| another for mileage ; and still another for copy- 


ing returns. 
It has been charged, on what appears to be 


reasonable grounds, that these rules offer tempt- | 


ations to exaggerate some parts of the returns 


and to make constructive charges which swell | 


the expenses to an unreasonable degree. 
It should be added that the great change 
which has occurred in prices and wages since 


To remedy these defects this bill provides 
that the enumeration shall be made by persons 
chosen for their speeial fitness for such work, 
and in no way connected with the national con- 
stabulary or with the assessment or collection 
of taxes. 

The districts should be much smaller than 
they now are—so small that one man may intel- 
ligently arrange the work, designate census- 
takers of whose qualifications and fitness he 
may easily have full knowledge, and personally 
supervise and unify all the work within his 


1866. ' jurisdiction. 


the passage of the law makes the rule inappli- | 
cable to the present condition of affairs. 
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The congressional district seams to jo «J 
most convenient and appropriate unit of , 
| ification for the States; and each Terriy, 
/may properly, as under the present law. « 
stitute a district. 

Separate schedules, at least for the hyo, 
hold, the farm, and for manufacturing 4, 
commercial and other industrial establish me, 
are to be distributed before the day to w} 
the enumeration relates, so that the people | 
be familiarized with the inquiries made . 
that, as far as possible, without the aid of s).. 
| census-taker, the blanks may be filled up. 

This will insure greater correctness and y 
greatly reduce the time required for the enym. 
eration. By the use of these schedules ay) 
the organization provided in the bill it js | 
lieved that the enumeration may actually jy. 
completed in one month from the Ist of Juno 

We have put into the law and into the offiej,| 
oath of all officers and employés of the buregy, 
a provision that the returns of the census sha!| 
be confidential ; that the business of no citizey 
shall be made public, and that the returns of 
money values shall not in any way be made {| 
| basis of taxation nor be used as evidence ; 
the courts. 

These provisions of the law should be printed 
on the schedules, and the President shoy!q 
issue his proclamation calling upon all th 
people to aid in making the returns as full and 
accurate as possible. 

A liberal compensation in the simple form 
of salary or per diem, with no mileage or eo: 
structive charges, is provided, and the time 
during which persons may receive compensa 
tion is carefully restricted. 

A sufficient clerical force is provided in th 
census office in Washington to tabulate, con 
| dense, and arrange the whole for publication 


lic! 
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are in. 

The results ought to be published in a forn 
considerably more condensed than in the last 
report. 

If.—DEFECTS IN THE INQUIRIES PRESCRIBED IN 1 
SCHEDULES OF THE PRESENT LAW. 

1. Statistics of Population and Mortality.— 
| As numbered in the census of 1860, the first 
| three schedules relate to statistics of popula: 

tion and mortality; the second had exclusive 
| reference to slaves. We are now happily one 
| people, and need but one schedule of popula 
tion. 

All the inquiries retained from the three have 
been entered on the family schedule, and by 
| dropping the nine inquiries of the slave sched 
ule other important ones have been added 
without greatly increasing the aggregate num- 
ber. Noneofthe inquiries of the first and third 
schedules have been wholly omitted, but sev- 
eral have been modified. That relating to color 
has been made to include distinctively the 
Chinese, so as to throw some light on the grave 
questions which the arrival of the Celestial 
among us have raised. 

The committee believe that the value of the 
inquiry in regard to children attending school 
will be greatly enhanced by requiring the enum: 
erator to enter under that head the grade o! 
the school, whether a common school, acad- 
emy, college, or professional school, ‘This has 
been done on the schedule relating to educa: 
tional institutions. The registration of those 
who cannot read and write is required in the 
old law only in cases of persons twenty years 
of age and upward. This class has been 
extended to persons fifteen years old. It 1s 
more important to know how many illiterate 
persons there are between the ages of fifteen 
and twenty then at any later period, for between 
| ten and twenty it is usually determined whether 
| an education 1s gained or lost. 
| he last column of the first schedule has 
| been so amended as to exhibit more fully the 
'| physical force of the country. ‘The war has 
left us so many mutilated men that a record 
should be made of those who have lost a limb 
or have been otherwise disabled, and the com- 
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have added an inquiry to show the state 
. health and the prey neneh of some of 
ep pr sncipal | diseases. Dr. Jarvis, of Massa: 
‘etts, one of the highest living authorities 
tal statistics, in amasterly paper presented 
¢* committee urged the importance of 
asuri ing as accurately as possible the effect- 
e physical strength of the people. 
[t is not generally known how large a pro- 
tion of each nation is wholly or ‘partially 
Gitte ed | by physica disability for self: support. 
s of France show that in 1851, in 
ae of less than thirty-six millions, 
deaf, dumb, blind, deformed, idiotic, 
i those otherwise mutilated or disabled, 
; ,ounte .d to almost two millions. We thus see 
‘hat in a country of the highest civilization the 
fective strength of its population is reduced 
ne eighteenth by physical defects. What 
eneral would venture to conduct a campaign 
hout ascertaining the physical qualities of 
‘< soldiers as well as the number on his rolls? 
In this great industrial battle which this nation 
now fighting we ought to.take every avail- 
jle means to ascertain the effective strength 
f the country. Beside the inquiries in these 
hedules that have been amended a few new 
nes have been added. 

Since the present census law was passed an 
[International Statistical Society has been organ- 
ed, and the profoundest scholars of Kurope 
nd America have united to give it authority 
id efficiency in the treatment of social ques- 
tions. At several of its sessions the subject of 
national censuses has been very ably and elab- 
rately discussed, and recommendations have 
been made looking to greater efficiency and 
niformity both in ‘methods and i inquiries. A 
ollation and comparison of the pe rgonal sta- 
stics of twenty-seven modern States and na- 
ions show that in all these States there have 
een thirty-three different inquiries made in 
gard to population. [From these the inter- 
ational congress selected eight, which they 
ecommended to all nations as indispensable 
r purposes of general statistical science, and 
en others which they urged the use of when- 
ver it was practicable. ‘I'wo of the inquiries 
rged by the congress as indispensable are not 

the old schedule of population, but are here 
dded. One is the relation of each person to 
head of the family, whether wife, son, 
laughter, boarder, servant, &c., and the other 
s the civil or conjugal condition of each per- 
son, whether single, married, or widowed. 
(hese elements are the leading factors which 
determine the power and value of the family as 
a social and producing force, and in them are 
infolded the destiny of the nation. 
‘Two other inquiries not in our schedules were 
uggested as advisable, namely, the language 
spoken and the religion professed by each per- 
son. Butin a nation whose speech is so nearly 


one the first is hardly needed in addition to the | 


light that will be thrown upon this question by 


the record of nationality, and the second might | 


be deemed an uncalled-for impertinence, and 
the committee therefore omitted them. 

It has been strongly urged, and with good 
reason, that to the inquiry of the birth-place 
there should be added the birth-places of the 
fatherand mother of each person. This would 
enable us to ascertain the relative fecundity of 
our American and foreign-born populations. 
It has lately been asserted that the old ratio of 
increase among our native population is rapidly 
diminishing. If this be true the vitally import- 
ant fact should be ascertained and its full extent 
and significance determined. 

The inquiry concerning parentage was in- 
serted in the schedule by ‘the committee. An 

inguiry was also added in regard to dwelling- 
nouses, so as to exhibit the several principal 
uuaterials of construction, as wood, brick, stone, 
‘e., and the present value ofeach. Few things 
indie vate more fully the condition of a people 
than the houses they occupy. The average 
home is not an imperfect picture of the wealth, 
comfort, refinement, aad civilization of the 





7. On aceount of pauperism, idiocy, and 


average citizen. ‘Tbe census ought to show us 
how comfortable a place is the average Amer- 
ican home and how great a physical and social 
force is the average American citizen. 

[ shall conclude the discussion of personal 
statistics with one further statement. 

The thirteenth and fourteenth amendments 
of the national Constitution have radically 
changed the basis of representation and pro- 
vided for a redistribution of political power. 
By the former two fifths of those who were 
lately slaves are added to the representative 
population; by the latter, the basis for each 
State is to be determined by finding the whole 
number of male citizens twenty-one ye ars of 
age whose right to vote is denied or abridged for 
any other reason than participation in the rebel 
lion or other crime, and reducing the whole 
population in the proportion which the number 
thus excluded bears to the whole number of 
adult male citizens. 

The census is our only constitutional means 
of determining the political or representative 
population. ‘The fourteenth amendment has 
made that work a difficult one. At the time 
of its adoption it was generally understood that 
the exclusion applied only to colored people 
who should be denied the ballot by the laws of 
their State. But the language of the article 
excludes all who are denied the ballot on any 
and all grounds other than the two specified. 
This has made it necessary to ascertain what 
are in fact the grounds of such exclusion, and 
the Census Committee have compiled u record 
from the constitutions and laws of the several 
States from which exclusion from the privilege 
of voting (otherwise than on account of rebel- 


| lion or other crime) may be stated in nine gen- 
eral classes, as follows : 


1. On account of race or color.. 16 States. 
2. On account of residence on |: inds of Uni- 
ted States..... 





sidence Jess than required 





Ob alcatel 
timns.ims U mite BERC OB ccs deco ceciccccccsccese 2 

On account of residence in State less than 
required time, (six different specifica-__ 
Des is diekinnishtbeckinS donhdadpasdsdalecncceticséecedie 36 

On account of residence in county, city, 

town, district, &c., (cighteen different 
GEICO Fi vickn< cetedscosscestecsiats 7 

3. Wanting property qualifications or non- 
We ayment of taxes, (eight spevifications,) 8 


1. anting literary qualifications, (two 
specifications.) cuaticlanutectiiemisdstewiBiseaane .* 

5. On account of character or behavior, (two 
SROUREOE IOS, Va orcscinsnasseuninscqquienya tence ove . Ties 


6. On account of services in Army or Navy, 2 


insanity, (seven specifications,)............ 24 2 
8. Requiring certain oaths as preliminary 
to voting, (two specifications,)............... 5 
9, Other causes of exclusion, (two specifica- 
RCRA)... cdc sitaiambldicalitnrnliciiabel silidais bnittencikib’ a5 


After much reflection the committee could 
devise no better way than to add to the family 
schedule a column for recording those who are 
voters, and another with this heading, copied 
substantially from the amendment : ‘* Citizens 
of the United States being twenty-one years of 
age whose right to vote is denied or abridged 
on other grounds than rebellion or eine.” It 
may be objected that this will allow the citizen 
to be a judge of the law as well as the fact, and 
that it will be difficult to get true and accurate 
answers. I can only say this is the best method 
that has been suggested. 

Dr. Jarvis presented to the committee an 
able argument in favor of taking the actual as 
well as the legal population of the country. 
While I acknowledge the scientific value of 
such an enumeration, yet it is evident that to 
take it with sufficient accuracy the enumeration 
must be made in so short a time as to endanger 
the fullnessand accuracy of answers in the other 
schedules, and the two results thus obtained 
would greatly complicate and increase the diffi- 
culty of determining the representative popu- 
lation. 

The committee gave to the schedule of agri- 
culture a very careful and protracted consid- 
eration. The schedule,as suggested by the 
Commissioner of Agriculture, « contained two 
hundred and forty-six columns of inquiries. 
After repeated revisions and considerations 
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of the material presented the committee set 
tled upon the schedule reported in this bill, 
which contains seventy- three < ‘olumns, to which 
a few others have be -en added by the House. 
and is, | venture to claim, a great improve 
ment on the schedule of the old law, which 
contained forty-eight inquiries. ‘The additions 
made in the corresponding schedule in this bil 
may be classified as follows: 

1. An inguiry to show by what tenure th 
occupier holds his farm, whether as owner or 
tenant. 

2. An extension of the present classification 
of lands oo improved or unimproved,’’ SO as 
to exhibit separately the acres cultivated and 
not cultivated, and the acres of woodland and 
of uncultivated pasture. 

3. An inquiry into the value of farm build 
ings other than dwelling-houses. 

t. An inquiry into the total value of all labor 
expended on the farm during the year. 

Ani ingu iiry into the averag re number of 
cows milked during the year. 

6. A separate exhibit of the.cheese made on 
the farm and that made at factories. 

7. Instead of the present exhibit of the 
aggregate value of all slaughtered anime als, a 
separate statement of the value of slaughtered 
cattle, hogs, and sheep. 

8. A statement of the value of all the poultry 
on the farm and the value of its product during 
the year. 

9. In addition to the statistics of wine pro 
duced a statement of the value of grapes sold 
which were not made into wine. 

10. An omission from the schedule of 

‘water-rotted hemp.’’ It is not thus treated 
in this country, as in 1859 was supposed it 
would be. 

11. An omission also of the silk culture, 
which has not fulfilled the promise of the days 
of morus multicaulis. 

12. A statement as regards all the principal 
crops, of the acreage as well as the amount of 
product. The importance of this last element 
cannot be overestimated. Without it we can- 
not learn the yield of the several products in 
different localities, and the increase or decrease 
of that yield at different periods. It is well 
known, for example, that the center of the 
wheat product has been rapidly moving west, 
but its track and rapidity of movement cannot 
be traced without knowing both the acres sown 
and the bushels produced. 

It is believed that the schedule thus amended 
will enable us to ascertain the elements of those 
wonderful forces which have made our country 
the granary of the civilized world ; will exhibit 
also the defects in our agricultural methods 
and stimulate our farmers to adopt those means 
which have doubled the agricultural products 
of England since the days of the Stuarts, and 
have more than doubled the comforts of her 
people. The extent of that great progress can 
be seen in such facts as these: that ‘‘in the 
reign of Henry VII fresh meat was never eaten 
even by the gentlemen attendant on a great 
earl except during the short interval between 
midsummer and Michaelmas,’’ because no 
adequate means were known of fattening cattle 
in the winter, or even of preventing the death 
of one fifth of their whole — reach year 
that Catharine, queen of Charles II, sent to 
Flanders for her salad, which the wretched 
gardening of England did not sufliciently pro- 
vide. 


Russia alone of European States makes any 


considerable surplus contribution to the food 
of the world. The United States must con 
tinue to be the main source of supply. The 
fact stated by Mr. 8. B. Ruggles, delegate o! 
- United States to the International Statis 
ical Congress, which met at the Hague in Sep 
te smber last, i is of startling importance: that in 
1858 the whole of Europe, with a population 
of 296,123,293 souls, produced cereals to the 
amount of 4,784,516,604 imperial bushels, or 
sixteen bushels to each person; while the Uni 
ted States during the same year, with a popu- 


- 
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lation of 89,000,000, produced 1,405,449,000 


bushels, or thirty-six bushels to each person. 

lif. Statistics of Industry.—This schedule, 
the fifth of the series, in the old law has per 
formed exceedingly valuable service to the 
country and to statistical science. It is said 
to be the first of its kind ever successfully used 
in any national census; but itcan be improved 
n several particulars. 

1. There are two serious defects in the 
heading of the first column, which reads as 
‘* Name of corporation, company, or 

udividual producing articles to the annual 
alue of $500."" 

he first defect isin the word ‘‘articles,”’ 
which has been construed to mean merchant- 
ble articles, or such products of manufacture 
is can be done up in packages and sold over 
the counter as merchandise. A large propor- 
tion of all the products of industry cannot thas 
be handled. Thecarpenter, mason, plasterer, 
plumber, painter, builder of ships, cars, bridges, 
&c., all perform most valuable labor, and their 
products are homes, buildings, and structures 
of all kinds, a most important part of the fixed 
capital ofthe nation; but these cannot be called 
‘‘articles’’ in the restricted sense in which the 
word is employed inthe schedule. A plumber 
in Washington has lately finished a single job 
amounting to $20,000, but he has produced 
no ‘article’? which woud be entered in the 
chedule. <A job of general repairs, however 
extensive, would not be entered. ‘This defect 
has been remedied by requiring, in addition to 
the value of articles produced, an exhibit of 
the value of jobbing and repairing done within 
the year. 


hOLOWS 


The second defect in this heading is the limit- 
ation of $500, He must be a very small manu- 
facturer whose annual product, including mate- 
rials, is not more than $500. A shoemaker who 

hould make but two pairs of boots per week 
would showa product of more than thatamount. 
And yet it is manifest from the returns them- 
selves that the products of the great majority 
of artisans were not enumerated in 1860. For 


example, the eighth census showed that there | 
were in the United States 144,433 manufactur- 
ing establishments, but the product of the in- | 


dustry of only 7,115 were reported. 


The population schedule exhibited in its | 


inquiries concerning occupation the number 

of persons belonging to each trade, while but 

u small per cent. of the product of their indus 
y was reported in the industrial schedule. 

lhe following table exhibits the great defi- 

ciency in this respect: 

Nunber reported in the population schedule as belong- 

ing to the Tullowine trades, 


CIEE oni satesonsvaieccnen penniinnekednitibaseeapenaneeounbstetin 43,624 
Blacksmiths .......0cce00 pide ns biuedoed tes inl channapbeebeche 11 2,357 
CO DOIS sicncincicdvishitntehitin die dhe 242,958 
I ns cnet sic “ciinblnnt tea leiaiah teal ai it iat ne 51,695 


Vumber of the same trades the product of whose indus- 
try were reported in the industrial schedule. 


OOD IONE :acconueadenicaniieindamabinuaibrtniiteacuiiniedias 3,750 
HEGGRUSRRERUD 4; cinddn acntinbadenatkrcheticesSs seceanbcbusctascoibdes 15,72 
CaP PARED sas’. cpiitlisetSesberdthevisetaavcbanbdsleassatectecs 9,006 
EP OE 913 
Per cent. reported. 
es ee peo cqncnesecounesees seseenesooen toes (ceded etacece 32 
PENNE cnt nstiaiieselistiaenicsihdilin clenad Din aih aihnccd 14 
CORDOTIEER spb ladacktedntndidanhcvenmkenedpadaeihdavientdees 3.7 
PF ORBOER iiscich. caddies dicn th deena leke 1.8 


We propose to remedy this defect by making 
establishments the unitofenumeration. Where 
ever there is a manufactory or shop in oper- 


ution its occupants are required to give the facts | 


called for in the schedule. This will include 
the product of all manufacturers and artisans 
except those at work as journeymen, and in 
almost every instance the latter and their work 
will be included under the inquiry concerning 
laborers employed in the establishment. It is 
believed that these changes will greatly increase 
the completeness and value of the results ob- 
tained. 

In noticing the defects of this heading I am 
strongly reminded of the statement of Moreau 
de Jonnds that two monosyllables in the in- 
structions, added bv a subordinate in the sta- 


tistical bureau, destroyed the whole value of 
the French census of 1836. 

The inquiry in reference to motive power has 
been so modified as to give the specific kinds ; 
as steam, water, or horse, and the total power 
reckoned in horse-power. Jt is a matter of 
growing importance to know how the labor of 
society is being distributed ; to ascertain what 
part is performed by the muscle of man, and 
what by the use of machinery. 

%. To secure this more fully, a statement 
of the kind and number of machines, such as 
looms, spinning-jennies, &c., has also been 
added. 

4. In reference to labor and wages the com- 
mittee thought it would be useful to state sep- 
arately the number of persons laboring in an 
industrial establishment who are owners or 
partners, and the number of those who work 
for wages. 

5. An important class of products, belong- 


' ing to what the Italian Government has appro- 


| schedule appeared in the law of 1850. 


priately called ‘‘ extractive industry,’’ has 
hitherto been wholly neglected in the census. 
1 refer to the products of our mines and fish- 
eries and to petroleum. No further proof of 
the propriety of this addition is needed than 
the fact that last year our coal mines must 


have yielded thirty million tons, our iron mines | 


four million tons, and from our oil-wells were 
exported over one hundred million gallons of 
petroleum, in addition to vast consumption at 
home. ‘The schedule of industrial statistics, 
with the amendments proposed, can be used 
for petroleum and the products of mines, and 
a special schedule has been added for fish- 
eries. 
1V.—STATISTICS.OF INTERNAL COMMERCE. 

In the preliminary law of March 3, 1849, 
the census board were directed to prepare a 
schedule of trade and commerce, but no such 
It has 
been the habit to treat the exchangers of 
wealth—the middle-men who transport and 


| buy and sell—as belonging to the unproductive 


class. But an enlightened political economy 
will recognize all as producers of wealth who 


give value to commodities by bringing them | 


within easy reach of the consumer and aid in 
facilitating exchanges. According to the census 
of 1860 there were in the United States 13,340, - 
000 men and women above nineteen years ofage; 
and there were 227,177 persons set down in the 
list of occupations as persons engaged in trade, 
or one in fifty-eight of the adult population of 
the country. There can be no adequate defense 
for omitting this large and intelligent class of 


_the community from the records of national 


industry. 


1, A simple and comprehensive schedule for — 


all persons engaged in trade was laid before 
the Census Committee by General Francis A. 
Walker, of the Treasury Department, and has 
been made a part of this bill. It follows the 
general plan of the industrial schedule in 
regard to labor and wages, and requires in ad- 
dition a statement of the amount of capital 
invested in trade and the gross annual amount 


| of purchases and sales. 


2. Without adding to the duties of the enum- 


/erators the bill requires the superintendent 


at Washington to procure full statistics of rail- 
road, lake, river, and canal transportation, 
exhibiting among other facts the number of 


| persons employed, the amount of freight, and 


cost of transportation. Such inquiries are now 


; made in Ohio in regard to railroads by author- 


ity of the Legislature and the results are ex- 
ceedingly valuable. The bill also requires full 


_ statistics of express and telegraph companies, 


and of life and fire and marine insurance com- 
panies. 

Now that the great question of human slavery 
isremoved from the arena of American politics, 


| I am persuaded that the next great question to 


‘to the national life. 


be confronted will be that of corporations and 
their relation to the interests of the people and 
The fear is now enter- 
tained by many of our best men that the national 
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and State Legislatures of the Union in Creat 
ing these vast corporations have evoked K 
spirit which may escape and defy their contro). 
and which may wield a power greater than [eo}. 
latures themselves. The rapidity with which 
railroad corporations have been “consolidated 
and placed within'the power of a few men 
during the past year is not the least alarmin, 
manifestation of thispower. Without here dy. 
cussing the right of Congress to legislate on a 
the matters suggested in this direction, the 
committee have provided in this bill to arm tha 
census office with the power to demand from 
these corporations a statement of the element. 
of which they are composed and an exhibit of 
their transactions. We have also provided fy, 
full statistics in regard to the business of fra 
and marine insurance. It is reported in the 
columns of a journal published by the insu; 
ance institutions of this country that there j, 
at the present moment $3,092,000,000 of insu, 
ance against fire and marine losses. 

Since the census of 1860 was taken the Jif, 
insurance business of the country has growy 
up from almost nothing to enormous propor. 
tions. For instance, there were in 1860 by: 
seventeen life insurance companies in the [Jp; 
ted States, and fifty-six thousand and some 
odd policies in force. In 1868, the statistics of 


' that year being the latest I have, there wore 


537,594 policies in force; over half a million 


of the population of the United States were 
| insured in the fifty-five life insurance companies 


of this country ; and the total amount insured 
reached the enormous sum of $1,528,000,000, 
Now, whether those companies are sound or 


/ not, whether the people may rely upon th; 


, safe investment of the money which they have 


| put in the hands of those companies will || 


depend upon the way in which they are con 


| ducting their business ; and we propose by this 
| bill to bring out the facts so that the country 
| may see what and of what kind are the opera: 
| tions of those great corporations. 


V.—SOCIAL STATISTICS. 
Under this head there were forty-eight inqui 


ries in the old law, several of which in prac 


tice proved almost worthless. Those concern 


| ing taxation and the aggregate value of real 


and personal estate, the character of thie sea- 
sons and the crops, and the rate of wages for 


| the different kinds of labor, failed to produce 
| results which were considered worthy of pub- 


lication in the final report. In the pending 
bill some of these inquiries are omitted alto- 


' gether, and the others are placed in other 


| answered. 


schedules where they are more likely to be 
Besides these modifications several 
additions have been made to this branch of the 
census. A more extended schedule for edu 
cational institutions has been provided, which 
will require not only the number of teachers 
and pupils in our common schools and other 
institutions of learning, but also the total 
amount of money which the nation has per 


| manently invested in education, together with 


the annual amount paid for its support. 


The inquiries concerning churches and reli 
gious worship have also been somewhat ex- 
tended, and provision has been made for obtain- 
ing a report of the amount of money per 
manently and annually invested in religious 
enterprise, and also the number of children 
in Sunday schools under the supervision ot 
churches. Inthe inquiries concerning libraries 
a column has been added which will exhibit 
the annual cost of maintenance and increase 
of those institutions, and another showing the 
date of their establishment, from which may 
be learned the increase of the aggregate num- 
ber. 

In the statistics of newspapers and other 
periodicals the committee propose an import: 
ant modification which requires the Superin- 


_tendent of the Census to obtain a copy of each 


newspaper and periodical in the United States, 
together with a statement of the circulation of 
each. From the paper itse!f can be gathered 
all the important facts which it is desirable to 
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know concerning that class of industry, and the 
eopies thus obtained are to be classified and 
hound up for preservation in the archives of 
he Government. W hat would we not give for 
, similar collection for each decade since the 
foundation of the Government ; what more 
triking exhibit could be made of the country’s 
»rogress in this respect ? 

"am painfully conscious of the imperfections 
of this bill, and I am quite sure that no gentle- 


man who has not given special attention to the | 


subject is likely to appreciate the difficulty of 
framing a complete and satisfactory bill on this 
subject. Imay be permitted to say of the sub- 
committee that they gave to its consideration 
many weeks of careful study, and in quad 
ing the results of their labors, although aware 


of its imperfections, they confidently believe 
that it is a great improvement on the present | 


law, and trust that it will be made the basis of 
still greater improvement in coming decades. 

It must be borne in mind that if our national 
statistics are to be taken with completeness we 
must Jay more stress on the census than do the 
States of Europe. They have bureaus of statis- 
ties permanently established and under the 
direction of experienced statisticians ; with us 
such a bureau is still a desideratum. The great 


advantages attending such an establishment | 


are thus forcibly stated by Dr. E. M. Snow, 
the eminent statistician of Rhode Island, ina 
letter written to the Census Committee: 


“T sincerely hope that in the statute organizing 
the census of 1870 provision will be made for the 
establishment of a permanent census bureau, or, 
better still, notwithstanding one failure, a perma- 
nent statistical bureau. The reasons for this are per- 
fectly conclusive to all who are acquainted with the 

jllection and compilation of statistics. The greatest 
defects in all our censuses have been owing to the 


distribution of the one and the avocations and 
industries of the other. 

The ninth census will be far more interest- 
ing and important than any of its eight prede- 
cessors. Since 1860, in spite of its losses, the 
nation has doubtless greatly increased in pop- 

| ulation and in wealth ; it has taken a new posi- 
| tionamongthe nations. It has passed through 
one of the most bloody and exhaustive wars of 
history. The time for reviewing its condition 
ismostopportune. Questions of the profound- 
est interest demand answers. Has the loss of 
nearly half a million young and middle-aged 
men, who fell on the field of battle or died in 
| hospitals or prisons, diminished the ratio of 
increase of population? Have the relative 
numbers of the sexes been sensibly changed? 
Has the relative number of orphans and widows 
perceptibly increased? Has the war affected 
the distribution of wealth or changed the char- 
acter of our industries? And if so, in what 
manner and to whatextent? What have been 
the effects of the struggle on the educational, 
benevolent, and religious institutions of the 
country? ‘These questions and many more of 
the most absorbing interest the census of 1870 
should answer. If it do not the failure will 
| reflect deep disgrace on the American name. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I would suggest that 
it will be necessary to change the title of the 


|| bill in consequence of the amendments which 


want of knowledge and of experience in those em- | 


ployed upon them. We are almost destitute of men 

n this country, except in three or four States, who 
are familiar with the practical duties required in 
taking a census. The wholecountry needs educating 
on this subject. 
cient head would soon organize a corps of men in 
each State who would be familiar with the inform- 
ition to be obtained and with the best methods of 
obtaining it. 

“On the score of economy, also, a permanent bu- 
reau would be the cheapest. 
educated in the best methods of doing their duties, 
ind with trained men to obtain the information, anc 

y making use of local officers and other sources of 
information in different States, lam perfectly con- 
fident that a permanent census bureau could obtain 
allthe information now obtained by a decennial cen- 
sus, except that relating to population, and could 
obtain it every year with no greater expense than is 
now required to obtain it once in ten years. The 


| 

| 

efficiency and economy, in statistical matters, of || 5 

|| directed to request the concurrence of the 


en familiar with their duties are greater beyond 
comparison than of men who are ignorant of these 
duties. 

“A permanent national bureau of statistics is also 
very much needed to systematize the whole subject, 
togive information to all portions of the country, 
and to take the lead in the organization of similar 
bureaus in the several States. When such bureaus 
heeome general in all the States the national Gov- 
ernment will be able with their assistance to obtain 
all the statistics now obtained by the national cen- 


With a corpsof clerks | 


A permanent bureau with an effi- | 


us, and much more, far more frequently, far more | 


correctly, and with much less expense.”’ 


We have already a commissioner of min- 
ing Statistics, some provisions in the Treasury 


Department for financial statistics, a depart: | 


ment whose chief function is to collect educa- 
tional statistics, and some attention is given 
to statistics in the Department of Agriculture. 
It is greatly to be regretted that these statis- 
tical forces have not been consolidated, the 


scope of their work enlarged, and the whole | 


|| Mr. BINGHAM. 


have been made. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. That will be 
done after the passage of the bill. 

The question was then taken on the passage 
| of the bill; and there were—ayes 86, noes 40. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to strike 
out from the title all the words following the 
word ‘' States,’’ so that the title will read: ‘‘A 
bill to provide for taking the ninth census of 
the United States.”’ 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 
| The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. McDon- 


ALD, its Chief Clerk, announced that the Senate 
had passed a joint resolution (S. R. No. 80) to 
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ARTIFICIAL LIMBS. 


Mr. SHANKS, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on the Militia, reported a bill 
(H. R. No. 605) to provide for furnishing, at 
the expense of the Government, artificial limbs 
and other supports to honorably discharged 
oflicers, soldiers, and marines whenever needed 
during life on account of wounds received or 
sickness incurred in the military or marine ser- 
vice of the United States ; which was read a first 
and second time, recommitted to the Commit- 


| tee on the Militia, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was recommitted; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. LOGAN. I would say to the gentleman 
from Missouri that the Committee on Military 
Affairs would have been the proper committee 
to which to refer that bill. The Committee on 
Military Affairs have a bill of a similar character 
before them which they intend to report to the 
House. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 


The gentleman from 


| Indiana [Mr. Suanks] reported this bill from 


the Committee on the Militia. 
The SPEAKER. This subject was referred 


| tothe Committee on the Militia during the morn - 


ing hour of Monday, and the bill was report- 


ed for the purpose of being printed and recom 


| Committee on Military Affairs. 


close the accounts of John W. Forney, the late || 
|| the committee, and that the amendments be 
| printed. 


| Secretary of the Senate, in which he was 


House. 
| ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


| Mr. DAWES. I move that when the House | 


| adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Monday 
| next. 

| The motion was agreed to. 

APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


I ask unanimous consent 


|| to report back from the Committee on the Judi- 


thoroughly organized; all of which could be | 


done at an expense not greatly increased. But 
at this late day it is manifestly impossible to 


organize and equip a permanent statistical | 


bureau in time to take the next census, and 
hence, regret it as we may, we must again 
depend wholly on the census oflice. 

{n conclusion, the next census should fur- 


nish a muster-roll of the American people, | 
showing, as far as it is possible for figures to | 


show, their vital, physical, intellectual, and | 


moral power; it should provide us with an 
inventory of the nation’s wealth and show us 
how it is invested; it should exhibit the rela- 
ion of population to wealth by showing the 


ciary, with a view to put it upon its passage, 
House bill No. 552, to repeal an act entitled 
‘‘An act providing for the seventh and sub- 


fix the number of members of the House of 
Representatives and provide for their future 
rae among the several States.’’ 

Mr. DICKEY. I object. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Then I call for the regular 
order of business. 

Mr. DAWES. Then I move that the rules 
be suspended, and the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for the purpose of hearing gentlemen 
make speeches. 

Mr. ALLISON, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 604) for an act to fix 
the number of Representatives in the House of 

tepresentatives and to provide for their appor- 
tionment among the several States; which 
| was read a first and second time, referred to 
the select Committee on the Ninth Census, and 
ordered to be printed. 





sequent censuses of the United States, and to | 


mitted. 

Mr. LOGAN. It certainly should go to the 
That is the 
proper committee for it. 

APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr. JUDD. I desire to enter a motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill (H. R. No. 
593) to apportion the Representatives of the 
several States in the House of Representatives 
for the Forty-Second Congress was yesterday 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The motion was entered and passed over for 
the present. 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION. 


Mr. COOK, by unanimous consent, from the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, re 
ported back the bill (H. R. No. 435) to pro 
mote the International Industrial Exhibition to 
be heldin Washington city in 1871, with amend 
ments, and moved that it be recommitted to 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was recommitted ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JALIL FOR TUE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. TANNER, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 606) toamend the act 
entitled ‘‘An act authorizing the construction 


|| of a jail for the District of Columbia,”’ ap 


proved July 25, 1866; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. SCOFIELD moved to reconsider all 
the votes referring matters not already recon- 
sidered; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. CULLOM. 
of business. 

Mr. DAWES. Then I insist on the motion 
that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state ofthe Union. | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 
the regular order of business is the consider 


ation of the resolution offered by the —- 


I call for the regular order 


| from Massachueetts [Mr. Llooren | in retavion 


' is to lay it upon the table, on wh 


. . > nending tior 
to drawing for seats, and the pending motion 


th the yeas 
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and nays have been ordered. ‘lle gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] moves to 
suspend the rules for the purpose of going into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, which motion takes precedence. 

Mr. CULLOM. 
the regular order. 
APPLICATIONS FOR PENSIONS. 

Mr. KERR, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 607) to amend section 
six of au act entitled ‘‘ An act relating to pen- 

ions,’ approved July 27, 1868; which was 


I will withdraw my call for || 
\| liam H. Barnum, of Connecticut, and Alfred 


1! 


Committee on Naval Affairs—Henry H. 
Starkweather, of Connecticut, and Charles 
| Hays, of Alabama. 

Committee of Claims—Julius H. Strong, of 
(| Connecticut. 

Committee on the Pacific Railroad—Wil- 


|| I. Buck, of Alabama. 


read a first and second time, and referred to | 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Mr. KERR, by unanimous consent, 


ibmitted the following resolution ; which was |! 


read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
he instrueted to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending section six of an act entitled ** An act 
reiating to pensions,’ 


also || 


’ approved July 27, 1868, as to | 


extend the time therein named from five years to ten | 


years in which applications for pensions may be filed 


in the proper Department; with directions to report | 


by bill or otherwise, 

REPORT OF BOAKD OF ADMIRALS. 
MOORE, of Illinois, by unanimous 
submitted the following resolution ; 
which was read, considered, and adopted : 


Mr. 


consent, 


Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Navy be re 
quested to furnish for the information of this Llouse 


and for reference to the Committee on Naval Affairs | 


a full and complete copy of the report of a board of 

vdmirals convened in 1865 by the Secretary of the 

Navy, andof which Admiral Farragut was president. 
HARRIET Fh. PARKER, 

Mr. HOLMAN, by unanimous consent, intro 

duced a bill (H. R. No. 609) for the relief of 

Harriet I. Parker; which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee on |} 


Commerce. 
WILLIAM A. CLOUD. 

Mr. LOGAN, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported back from the Committee on Military 
Affairs the petition of William A. Cloud, a sol- 
dier in the late war for the Union, and moved 
tliat the same be referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

he motion was agreed to, 

SOLDIERS OF 1812. 

Mr. LOGAN, from the same committee, 

also reported back a petition for pensions to 


same be referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions and War of 1812. 
The motion was agreed to. 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER A. KAUTZ. 
Mr. LOGAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported back House bill No. 535, for the relief 


of Lieutenant Commander A. Kautz, of the || 


United States Navy, and moved that the same 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I again ask unanimous 
consent of the House to proceed to the consid- 
eration of a bill for the repeal of the census act 
of 1850. If that is not done before the hol- 
idays the old law of 1850 will again go into 
effect and subject the country to a great deal 
of useless expense. 

Mr. JENCKES. I object. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Then I move that the 
House now adjourn. 

‘The question was taken on the motion to 
adjourn; and upon a division—ayes 49, noes 
63—it was not agreed to. 


ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER announced the following | 


additional members of committees appointed 
under a rule of the House adopted a few days 
since ; 

Committee of Elections—George M. Brooks, 
of Massachusetts, and Peter M. Dox, of Ala- 
bama. 

Committee on Banking and Currency— 
Horatio C. Burchard, of Illinois. 


Committee on the Judiciary—Stephen W. 
| Kellogg, of Connecticut. 


of New York. 

Committee on Levision of the Laws of the 
United States—Thomas A. Jenckes, of Rhode 
Island. 

Commitlee on Railways and Canals—WiiI- 
liam C. Sherrod, of Alabama. 

Committee on Military Affairs—Solomon 
L. Hoge, of South Carolina. 


weather, of Connecticut, and Lionel A. Shel- 
don, of Louisiana. 

Committee on Foreign Affairs—Leonard 
Myers, of Pennsylvania. 

Committee on Invalid Pensions—lRobert 8. 
Heflin, of Alabama. 

Committee on the Territorics.—Charles W. 
| Buckley, of Alabama. 

Committee on Patents—Leonard Myers, of 

| Pennsylvania. 


CUBA. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
the following message from the President of 
the United States: 


To the House of Representatives : 
|| Inanswerto a resolution of the House of Repre- 
|| sentatives of the 13th instant, requesting a copy of 
| official correspondence on the subject of Cuba, I 
transmit a report from the Secretary of State, to 
| whom the resolution was referred. 

U.S. GRANT. 


WASHINGTON, December 15, 1869. 


The report of the Secretary of State was 


|| read, as follows: 


| To the President: 

| ‘The Secretary of State, to whom has been referred 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of yes- 

' terday, requesting the President, if not inconsistent 





withthe publicinterest,to communicate tothat House 
a copy of any correspondence with theminister of the 
| United States at Madrid referring to Cuba, of the 
instructions to that minister, and of any correspond- 
ence with the Government of Spain relating to that 


|| subject, has the honor to report thatit is not deemed 


| Respectfully submitted, 


ra ; : || advisable at this time to comply with the request 
soldiers of the war of 1812, and moved that the |! 


contained in the resolution. 
ILAMILTON FISH. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATR, 


WasHinGton, December 14, 1869. 
The message of the President, with the ac- 
| companying report of the Secretary of State, 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


CHARLES L. GREEN. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
| the following message from the President of 
the United States: 


To the House of Representatives : 


In answer to the resolution of December 9, 1869, 
requesting acopy of the charges, testimony, findings, 
and sentencein the trial by court-martial of Passed 
Assistant Surgeon Charles L. Green, United States 
Navy, I transmit herewith a report from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, to whom the resolution was 


referred. 
U. S. GRANT. 
Executive MANsIon, 
Wasuinoton, D. C., December 15, 1869. 


The message, with the accompanying papers, 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MASSACHUSETTS RIVERS AND HARBORS. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 


a communication from the Secretary of the 
Navy, transmitting, in obedience to the reso- 
lution of the House of December 10, 1869, the 
report of the chief of engineers upon surveys 
made in the State of Massachusetts as to imped- 
iments and obstructions in the rivers and har- 
bors thereof; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
| printed. 


Committee on Commerce—Uenry H. Stark- | 
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| March 3, 1869, a report for the fiscal year 





December 16. 


SUBSISTENCE CLAIMS, ETC., IN MISSOUR 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Ho, 
a letter from the Secretary of War, tran 
in obedience to the resolution of the House o: 
April 1, 1869, the reports of the Commis. . 
General of Subsistence and the Quartermaste 
General, in regard toclaims of persons claimi . 
to reside in the fourth congressional distr. 
of Missouri; which was referred to the (,,, 


SMitting 


C a | mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to | 
Committee on the Jtules—Samuel S. Cox, 


printed. 
POSTAL ACCOUNTS, ETC. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the [H,, 
a letter from the Postmaster General, tra 
mitting, in compliance with the requirements, 
the second section of the judiciary act, approy 


end 


‘ing June 30, 1869; which was referred to th 








Committee on the Post Office and Post Ro 
and ordered to be printed. 


NEGOTIATION OF POSTAL TREATIES, 


Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, gy) 
mitted the following resolution; which w 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be jp. 
structed to inform this House whether, withoy 
appointment and confirmation by the Senate, any 
person holding a United States office has been om. 
ployed by that Department to treat with forein 
nations in respect to any matter pertaining to thy: 
Department; and if so, in conformity to what Jay 


ads, 


as 


| and at what expense, and from what appropriatioy, 


if any, paid. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. COBB, of North Carolina, asked ang 


| obtained leave of absence from Saturday, t) 


18th instant, till after the holiday recess. 
Mr. COWLES and Mr. WILLARD asked 
and obtained leave of absence for five days, 
VYITUDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, asked and 
obtained leave to withdraw from the {files of 


the House papers relating to the claim of Dent, 
Vantine & Co. 
BREAKWATER IN PORT JEFFERSON HARBOR 
Mr. REEVES, by unanimous consent, sv 
mitted the following resolution; which wa 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
directed to inquire into the expediency of causing 
survey to be made of the entrance to Port Jefler: 
harbor, on the south side of Long Island sound, wi 


the view to the erection of a breakwater on tli 
of said harbor. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. [ call for the regular 
order. 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Mr. DAWES. I move that the rules be sus 
pended, and that for general debate the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
upon the annual message of the President of 
the United States. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Auttson in the chair,) and pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the President's 
annual message. 


Mr. MUNGEN obtained the floor. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. With the consent of the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Muncen] I move 
that the committee rise in order that the House 
may make an order that the business for the 
remainder of the day be confined to debate 
only. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I suggest that that order 
can be made just as well in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 


I ask, then, unanimous 


consent of the committee that the order be 
made. . 

The CHAIRMAN. Ifthere be no objection, 
it will be understood that the proceedings dur- 
ing the remainder of the day shall be limited 
to general debate in Committee of the Whole. 
I object. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
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Mr. JUDD. I move that the committee 
rise for the purpose of making an order in the 
House that the remaining portion of to-day’s 
cession shall be devoted to debate alone, and 
‘hat no further business shall be transacted. 

[he motion was agreed to. 

[he committee accordingly rose; and the 
Sneaker having resumed the chair, Mr. ALLI- 


the C on reported that the Committee of the Whole 

red to | the state of the Union had, aecording to 

Jer, had the Union generally under consider- 

n, and particularly the annual message of 

he Ho President of the United States, and had 
al, t me to no resolution thereon. 

emente Mr. SCOFIELD. I move that when the 

approy House again resolves itself into the Committee 


the Whole on the state of the Union it shall 

with the understanding that there shall be 

. business done, and that the session shall be 
for debate alone. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


year end 
ed tot 


, ; 
st Road 


I object. 


LES Vir. CAKE. Task unanimous consent to take 
sent, sul ill from the Speaker’s table for reference. 
hich was Objection was made. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. I move that the House do 
ral he now adjourn. 

r, Witho [he motion was disagreed to. 

oo pd Mr. SCOFIELD. Trenew the motion that 

th foreig: here shall be no further business transacted 

aioe t this evening. 

-opriati the SPEAKER. That requires unanimous 
consent, and the gentleman from Illinois ob- 
jects. 

sked a: Mr. SCOFIELD. If we have unanimous 

rday. the consent, excepting the gentleman from Lllinois, 

ess. | am sure that we shall have no business this 

D ask evening; and [ modify my motion in that way. 

» dave The SPEAKER. That cannot be done. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Linsist that my friend | 
from Pennsylvania shall remain during the ses- | 
ced and ins of the House. 

a files of Mr. SCOFIELD. Iam going to stay to take | 

of Dent. care of my friend from Illinois. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH moved that the rules 

wile he suspended and the House resdlve itself into 

_— the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
ent, the Union. 

lich The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 

a Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 

causi Union, (Mr. ALtison in the chair,) and pro- 

nen ceeded to the consideration of the President's 

a oh annual message. 

UNITED STATES DEBT. 

ich ‘na Mr. MUNGEN. Mr. Chairman, for the 
statements [am about to make and the course 
of poliey which I believe ought to be pursued 

: be sus by us in regard to aportion of our public debt, | 

e House and for the reasons and arguments | shall bring || 

+ Whole forward in support of my views on these ques- 

ident of tions, | wish no party or man to be held respons- 
ible but myself. I shall attempt to give my 
own views, condensed as much as possible, hav- 

elf into ing only one hour to speak on the questions 

2 of the mentioned, acting as an individual member of 

nd pro: this House and responsible only tothe Almighty 


sident’s under the oath I have taken and to the hard- 
working constituency I have the honor to rep- 
resent on this floor. 

The President of the United States in his 


recent message has marked out his line of 





— financial policy, which, in my humble opinion, 
as very respectfully stated, is just such a line as 
for the oe bondholders and national bankers would 
debate lave recommended if a committee of their 
ablest and most unscrupulous men were to ex- 
& order press their views on the financial condition of 
at ihe the country, and mark out a course by which | 
| they could most successfully fleece the people. | 
nimous Judging from certain recent money transac- 
er he tions in the city of New York and in Washing- | 
ton city, [ am not much astonished that our 
Dita rT President has taken the course he | 
gs dur. did. He is now going to stop such affairs, he 
Smited ro s. When a man has satisfied his hunger he 
Whole. eels forthe time that he will not want any more 


to eat. The issue is now fairly made up; the 
message has settled and defined it. The plain 


issue, stripped of all verbiage, is the subju- 
gation of the people by the moneyed power of 
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the nation, or the repudiation of the bonded | 


debt. ‘The message is before the people, and 
{ cannot spare time to quote from it. 

Having carefully and anxiously watched the 
course pursued by the leaders of the Repub- 
lican party, and especially the nature and char- 
acter of their congressional legislation, I have 
come to the deliberate conclusion that they 
have but two objects in view, but two things to 


accomplish, but two motives which govern and | 


control them. ‘The message but strengthens 
my belief on this point. ‘The first and para- 
mount of these is to keep the Radical party in 
power; the second is how to get all the money 
possible off the people without provoking resist- 
ance. ‘The latter is now called statesmanship 
by some. The President and Mr. Boutwell, 
his Secretary of the Treasury, boast that they 
have collected more revenue since they have 
been in office than was collected in the nine 
months preceding. They might as well say 
they have been more successful in robbing the 
people. I have sought in vain through the 
statutes and the resolutions passed by the last 


few Congresses, all largely Republican, and the | 


late message of the President, and can discover 


no other motives underlying them. One or the | 


other of the two, either in a direct or indirect 
form, is at the bottom of all their legislation. 


|| The good of the masses of the people is lost 


sight of or ignored, while every successive act 
of legislation, and the recent recommendations 
of the Executive, serve but to bind and rivet 


the chains of slavery more tightly upon the | 


people. The American people have been made 
slaves by Republican legislation. Professor 
Walker, in his work entitled the Science of 
| Weglth, page 361, defines a slave to be ‘‘ one 
who does not enjoy the fruits of his labor fur- 
ther than to preserve his efficiency. It is little 
matter in what way this is brought about, 
whether by lawless violence or legal exactions, 
the result is the same.’’ ‘There is no doubt 
about the correctness of the professor’s state- 
ment, or the fact that the people are slaves in 
the sense in which he uses the term. In this 


view of the case who is not a slave in all our | 


broad land? Who enjoys the fruits of his labor? 
Who is not robbed by the tax-gatherers? Who 
is a freeman except the bondholder, who is 
| exempted from State and municipal taxation ? 
He is the aristocratic lord of his numerous vas- 
sals, and they are the laboring and producing 
classes, the children of toil whase muscles and 

| sweat and labor are coined into gold to pay 
| interest on the bonds, in a majority of cases 
fraudulently obtained by the lordly bondholder. 
W ebster defines the noun slave to be ‘‘ a per- 

| son who is held in bondage to another, a drudge, 
one who labors like a slave,’ &c. Arenotthe 
American people held in bondage? T’ranklin 
| said ‘* the debtor is the slave of the creditor.”’ 
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chargeable with these things ; and Special Com 
missioner Wells, in his report for 1868, says: 

**The Commissioner in both of his previous reports 
has given it as his opinion, and adduced facts in sup 
port of the same, that not over fifty per cent. of the 
amount of assessed internal revenue taxes is received 
in the national Treasury,” 

Commissioner Clarke says substantially the 
same thing. Thus we see that the people to 
satisfy the claim of a bondholder for $100 in 
terest in gold—for instance, with gold at 150 
have to pay to the tax-collector $260 in eu: 
rency; one half of which goes to the bondholder; 
the other half goes to enrich corrupt Gov 
ernment officials, perhaps to enable them to 
pay the enormous levies of black-mail put upon 
them by the Radical leaders for election pur 
poses each year. 

Lhe public debt in bonds amounts to about 
$2,600,000,000; the interest on this in gold is 
annually $146,000,000, ‘To pay this interest 
the people are taxed twice that amount, or 
$292,000,000 in gold, or $458,000,000 in cur 
rency, under Radical legislation. Tor all this 
the people simply get in return the glorious 
satisfaction of having contributed to swell the 
wealth of the bloated and aristocratic bond 
holder ; to feed and clothe and fill the pockets 
of a lot of dishonest Government oflicials, and 
to keep up the splendor and extravagance of a 
Republican administration. 

‘The President seems to lay particular stress 
upon the economy of his Administration, but 
says nothing about the numerous pleasure trips 
of his Excellency and his Cabinet ona Govern 
ment vessel, the Tallapoosa, and at the Govern 
ment expense. He says nothing about Long 
Branch, or the other fashionable places ot 
resort where he was ‘‘ wined and dined’’ and 
distinguished himself in various ways; nothing 
about his Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. |! 
well, paying a premium of twenty-two per cent. 
for five-twenty bonds which were redeemabl 
in currency by virtue of their terms and of the 
act of July 11, 1862, known as the ** legal-ten 
der act,’’ and in clear violation of 
twenty-three of the national bank act, from 
which I will quote only a paragraph, afte 
authorizing the issue of currency by them: 


> 
out 


section 


‘*And the same shall be reeeived at parin all part 
of the United States in payment of taxes, excis: 
public lands, and all other dues to the United Stat 
except for duties on imports; and also forall salaries 
and other debts and demands owing by the United 
States to individuals, corporations, and association 
within the United States, except intereston the pub 


| lie debt, and in redemption of the national cu: 
| rency.”’ 


For thus violating the laws he was sworn to 


support, in my opinion, he ought to be im 


peached. This may be some new fashioned 
economy, but the people will fail to appreciate 
the style. 

The Cincinnati Enquirer, with more courage 


' than consideration, attacked me a few days 


This being true, they are all slaves to the bond- | 


holders. What difference to them whether 
held in bondage to the bondholders through the 
intervention of Congress, or whether they are 
so held directly, without congressional inter- 
vention? Ifthe bondholders had to visit their 
victims, the tax-payers, in person, and exact 
| the payment of their gold interest, how long 
would the people submit to such a thing? 
that would be better, if it could be done, for it 
would do away with the swarms of assessors 
and their deputies, collectors and their assist- 
ants, and spies, detectives, and all the tens of 
thousands of revenue officers who yearly take 
up and receive one half of the revenue tax col- 
lected for all purposes; collected to pay the 
interest on the bonds to support a large and 


Yet | 


since for not voting for the bill introdueed by 
the honorable gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. 
INGERSOLL, | providing for the issue of $44,000 
000. That bill contained a proviso legalizing 
and authorizing the purchase and redemption 
by the Secretary of the Treasury of bonds at his 
discretion and at such premium as he might 
see proper. We have had enough of his style 
of redemption of bonds, and I could not under 


'| my oath, nor will I ever, vote to allow Mr. 


unnecessary standing army, to feed and clothe | 


indolent negroes through the agency of that 
immense swindle called the Freedmen’s Bu 
reau, to educate little negroes at school and 
educate big negroes at General Howard’s col- 
| lege, and for the numerous other useless, not 
| to say infamous, corrupt and festering sores 
| on the body-politic. The Radical party are 


| 


Boutwell to give to the bondholder a premium 
of twenty-two per cent. for bonds which were 
payable at their face in currency. The issue 
of the additional currency and the discretionary 
power to pay such premiums were in the bil! 
together. While willing to have the additional 
$44,000,000 issued I was unwilling to legalize 
the Boutwell swindle. If the Enquirer can 
make any capital for itself or against me 1t is 
welcome thereto. 

This state ofaffairs must haveanend. Labor, 
which produces every dollar of wealth, pays 
every dollar of interest on the bonds, pays every 
centof Government expense, cannot stand such 
pressure ; it must and will free itself from such 
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! 
tyranny and oppression, and now is as good a | 
time ag any to commence. 

[t hax been truly said that ‘‘ no large national 
war debt was ever paid or discharged except || 
by repudiation.’’ ‘The great body of the bond- 
holders to-day really do not desire to see the | 
national debt paid, butthey are anxious to have || 
it made perpetual; they want a secure place || 
to invest their wealth, and they want the laws | 
so made as to mortgage the present and all || 
succeeding generations, our children and our || 
children’schildren; mortgage theirlands, their || 
labor, their toil, their sweat, their flesh and || 
blood to the payment of the claims of a puffed- || 
up and insolent aristocracy—an aristocracy of || 
wealth, ill-gotten wealth at that. Will the 
American people submit to this? If so, how || 
long can they bear the burden? For one, so || 
far as the debt represented by the bonds of the 
United States alluded to by Secretary Boutwell || 
in his last report is concerned—I mean the 
bonds represented by the terms “‘ five-twenties,”’ 
‘* seven-thirties,’’ ‘*ten-forties,’’ &e.—I am in 
favor of repudiation. 

It is not to be supposed that history furnishes 
no parallels or examples. I beg to eall gen- 
tlemen’s attention to a few facts in this con- 
nection before giving my reasons for favoring 
this course of policy toward a portion of the 
creditors of our Government, before giving || 
some reasons for the faith that is in me that 
repudiation is right and is the only course by || 
which the people can save their liberties and 
preserve their country and a free Government. 

One of the Grecian States, Lacedwemon, 
squarely repudiated all its obligations, public 
and private, soon after Lycurgus returned from | 
Crete and the Ionian Isles. On page 25 of || 
Hallam’s Constitutional History of England, | 





| debt for which ‘‘the faith of the Colony was 


| vested in what were called foreign loans: sev- 
| Greece, and Portugal; all of which Govern- 
| mentions five national bankruptcies in that 


| country, which are alluded to in the Bankers’ 


| some fourteen ofthem. The issue of assignats, 
| which were a national papercurrency,amounted 


| with what were called ‘*‘ mandats 


dred. Her public debt was £2,200,000, or 
about eleven million dollars; yet she com- 
pelled her creditors to receive less than one 
eighth that sum in full satisfaction of the 


pledged.’’ (See Gouge, quoted by Moran, 
page 84.) 

About the year 1790, or not long after the 
revolutionary war, the State of Virginia ‘ re- 
tired ’’ her paper-money issues by funding them 
at the rate of one dollar for each thousand. 
(Hildreth, 2d series, vol. 1, page 1/1.) From 
Blackwood’s Magazine of December, 1849, an 
English work, we learn that about the year 1824 
there had been immense sums of money in- 


eral Spanish-American loans ; loans tothe Cen- 
tral American Governments, loans to Spain, 


ments repudiated, the last three particularly so. 
France has repudiated many times. Brisson 


Magazine for February, 1847. ‘There have been 


at one time during the French revolution to 
over forty-five thousand million frances, or about | 
nine thousand million dollars ; yetthey became 
as low in value as one half of one per cent. of 
their nominal value, and finally totally worth- 
less. A small portion of them were redeemed 
’? at the rate 
of thirty-eight to one. ‘These were also a na- 
tional currency, and they also were repudiated. 

But when in December last the honorable 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Broomall) 
introduced his resolution ‘‘ against every form 





| and degree of repudiation,’’ and while it was 


and also in Burnett on the same subject, we || under discussion, some champion of the bend- 
find that during the reign of Henry VIII || holders on this floor made the broad assertion 
the Parliament ‘freely, liberally, and abso- || that this Government never had repudiated its 
lutely granted him ail and every sum or sums || obligations or refused to pay them in full, and 
of money which were due by him on any and || never would. The history of the past con- 
every promise, bond, or obligation of every | tradicts bis assertion,and the action of the | 
kind and nature whatsoever.’’ Hallam quotes || future will contradict his prophecy. ‘To show | 
Burnett, and says: how little the honorable gentleman knew about 
“This act gave great offense, for some had made || the subject it is only necessary to mention a 
wills embracing these bonds, others had pledged || few instances in the history of this country. 
thom for their debts; but there was no remedy. Allow me to quote from the pen of a vigorous 
. The same author tells us that about twenty | writer on this subject, Isaac Butts, esq., of 
years afterward Parliament passed an act of a || Rochester, New York, who has published a 
most extraordinary character, which provided || pamphlet in favor of repudiation which displays 
that the king, or as we would probably say || great ability and research. Hesays: ‘‘ Never 
the Government, should be discharged from || perhaps was the public faith more solemnly 
all debts contracted by loan or otherwise sub- || pledged to public creditors than in the case of 
sequent to a given date; and thatif he had |, our old ‘continental money ;’ and certainly no 
already puid any of those debts ‘‘the party or || obligation was ever more effectually repudiated. 
his heirs should repay his Majesty.’’ (Hallam, | When that ‘money’ showed signs of deprecia- 
page 25.) When Charles II closed the ex- | tion it was ramored that it would be allowed 
chequer of England he repudiated the public || to die in the hands of the holders. But Con- 
debts to the amount of $14,000,000, which in || gress denounced such rumors as ‘false’ and | 
those days was quite a large sum. Allow me || derogatory to the honor of Congress.’’’ (See 
to remark in passing that outof this originated || Hildreth, first series, vol. 38, page 265.) The 
the present enormous debt of Great Britain; || same body declared that this ‘‘ money’’ should 
for subsequently the matter was compromised, || be redeemed, dollar for dollar; and that the 
and the Government recognized the sum of || liberties of the people would be cheaply bought | 
about three million three hundred and twenty || at that price. Congress passed legal-tender | 
thousand dollars—in English money it was || acts, penal laws, and laws limiting prices, but 
£664,226. As before remarked, this trifling || allto no purpose. As early as 1782-83 ‘all 
sum was the origin of England's debt to-day. || hands’’ agreed thatit should notbe paid. Before 
The debt was not started by repudiation, but || the close of the war Congress itself proposed 
by compromise, by funding, by a sharp busi- || to repudiate ninety-nine dollars of every hun- 
ness arrangement such as is now proposed || dred by ‘*funding’’ the ‘‘ money’’ at the rate of 
here. That Government, as well as nearly if || one hundred to one. (See Benton’s History of 
not quite every European nation, has repudi- || Congress, vol. 2, page 1586. ) 
ated by depreciating their currency. Our own || But nothing of the kind was ever accom- | 
silver coin is not so pure as was the old ‘‘Span- || plished. The depreciation went on until it 
ish milled dollar.’’ The Hapsburgs of Austria || reached one thousand for one, and then it 
never kept any promise, whether made in re- || dropped out of circulation altogether. It was 
gard to money or anything else. In America || still the occasional subject of consideration by 
Massachusetts was the first of the old Colonies || Congress up to the close of the war. But ina 
to lead off in repudiation, to repudiate her || schedule of the public debt of the United States 
public debt; now her citizens are most clam- || prepared by the ‘‘ grand committee’’ of Con- 
orous for the payment in gold of the bonded || gress in April, 1783, the item of continental 
debt because they possess a very large pro- || money is not even mentioned, so effectually 
— of those bonds. In the year 1749, one || had its repudiation become a fact accomplished | 
iundred and twenty years ago, she paid off || in the estimation of that committee. Yet the | 
her public debt with twelve cents on the hun [i issues of continental money were estimated | 














| That act was repudiation. But the repudiatio, 
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by Alexander Hamilton at $357,476,541, (¢, 
Moran’s Money, page 88,) while the public 
debt recognized by the ‘‘grand committes” 
amounted to but $35,500,375. (See Madiso, 
Papers, volume 1, page 434.) ‘* Now, it can. 
not be denied,’’ says the same writer, « oa 
the public faith was as sacredly and solemnly 
pledged to the payment of the continental money 
as itis to the payment of our present pubjic 
debt.’’ Nor will any American affirm that in 
respect to moral obligation on the part of the 
people, individually, the holders of the cons. 
nental money had not a claim quite as stron, 
as the holders of our public debt have nowy 
But notwithstanding the proceeds of the cops:. 
nental money ‘‘ bought our liberties’’ for ys 
that debt was effectually and finally repudiated 
by the generation, and, to some extent, by tho 
very public men who contracted it. 

I have in my possession one of those old eo 
tinental notes which I presented to Genera! 
Spinner, the Treasurer of the United States. 
and also to Mr. McCulloch, when Secretary o/ 
the Treasury, for redemption ; both of these 


| gentlemen informed me in a very pleasan: 


manner that there was an act of Congress for. 
bidding the redemption of that kind of paper, 
i 
of the continental currency did not retard the 
growth of this country; nor did any of the re. 
pudiations mentioned do serious injury to the 
prosperity of the nations and countries 0 re. 
pudiating. These repudiations affected a fay 
of the citizens of those countries ; perhaps 


| one in fifty thousand, just as repudiation here 


would; but they relieved the masses of the peo. 
ple of the burdens of taxation, which were jy 
every instance crushing the life out of them: 
they knocked the fetters from their wrists and 
bade them hope; for the effect was that the) 
might be freemen, not slaves, and enjoy the 
fruits and rewards of their own toil and energy, 
They gave new life and buoyancy to the nations 
and countries. There will be some bondholders 
and bankers, men who have not gained their 
wealth by industry and honesty in most cases, 
who will be cut off somewhat in their surplus 
wealth by repudiation. Phlebotomy and cathar 
tics sometimes are very beneficial to surcharged 
systems; repudiation would have the same 
effect on the purses of some individuals, and 
might even be of personal benefit both here and 
hereafter, for the Lord hates the haughty spirit, 
and they would doubtless become more humble. 
The nation’s pulse would beat livelier, labo 
would breathe more freely, and the national 


| health would be greatly improved if the burden 


| of $146,000,000 of gold interest annually was 


| brokers looking calmly on as it is getting weake! 


taken Off, and then as much more which goes 


| to the oflicers who collect it ; $392,000,000 in 


gold is a heavy load. 
But I am in favor of repudiating the bonds 


| issued for this debt because they were in nin 


cases out of ten dishonestly obtained; gol 
through fraudulent contracts, shoddy con- 
tracts, &c; because they were mostly bought 
for from thirty-five to fifty cents on the dollar, 
and were bought by capitalists at this reduced 
rate by a systematized and unpatriotic course 
of what I denominate swindling. The capital- 
ists of the country did not advancea dollar to 
the Government until it was at its last extrem: 
ity. Permit me to repeat words spoken by 
me on this floor in January last: 
‘*Government struggling for its life; Wali-street 


r 


| from loss of blood and the enormous drain upon it 
| energies. Wall-street broker says to Uncle Sam: 


** L will let you have $400,000 on one or two trifling 
conditions.’’ Uncle Sam wishes to ascertain the con- 
ditions, when he is coolly informed that Mr. Bro- 

er must have Government bonds to the amount ol 
$1,000,000 for his $400,000; must have six per cent. 
interest in gold, payable semi-annually, on th 
$1,000,000, and must be exempt from the payment 
of all local and municipal taxes, and then the notes 
may be payable in from five to twenty years. Uov- 
ernment must have money or die, and_is forced to 
accept the swindling proposition. Jeff. Davis & Co. 
looking on, say: “ A Government forced to that con: 
dition, forced to accept such terms, cannot stan 
long. Letus hope. Her capitalists are doing more 


to break their Government down than the confed- 


erate forees can do by fi¢hting.”’ 
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They were thus encouraged, and I feel safe 
n saying that if the capitalists had come man- 
fully up and advanced their funds to aid the 
Government to put down the rebellion as freely 
as the soldiers in the field and the sailors in the 
Navy bared their breasts to the red flame of 
battle the war would not have lasted half the 
smeit did. The capitalists had the money to 
aici and as much as was necessary, at first, but 
would not give it until they got two or three 
hundred per cent. profit. Out upon the hypo- 
critical ery of leyalty now raised by such men 
to extort more money from the toiling and labor- 
og masses of the country! The capitalists, 
with one or two honorable exceptions, are fairly 
chargeable with half the lives lost in (ae war. 

The claim that they bought the bonds from 
loyal motivesis without foundation. The same 
motive prompted the Englishman to buy them 
which actuated the Wall-street swindler when 
he purchased, Who will claim that the English- 
man purchased honds because he loved this 
Government? He was as loyal when he was 
fitting out the piratical Tallahassee and Ala- 
hbama as when he bought the bonds. They were 
all purchased on speculation. If these bond- 
holders had never received a cent from Gov- 
ernment their patriotism would have been fully 
paid. They have no patriotism. We should not 
tax the soldiers and sailors who fought, nor 
their widows and orphans, on the pittance left 
tothem after their great bereavement to pay 
those unjust debts. Let us wipe them out. 

It is not unjust to repudiate those bonds be- 
cause the holders have in a large majority of 
cases received more money in gold from the 
Government in the shape of interest than they 
originally invested in the purchase of the bonds, 
including interest on the investment. 

To illustrate: seven years ago a Wall-street 
capitalist purchased a Government bond call- 
ing for $1,000 ; for this he gave to the Govern- 
ment forty per cent., or $400. During these 
seven years he has received interest regularly 
at six per cent. per annum on $1,000, the face 
of the bond, payable every six months. Com- 
pound interest on $1,000 at six per cent. will 
in seven years amount to $512 56 in gold, 
which would be $768 84 in currency. He has 
been exempted from all local and municipal 
taxes, which at a reasonable rate saves him 
two and one half per cent. per annum, and 
which in the time mentioned amounts on the 
face of the bond to $175. T’ranklin said that 
a penny saved is as good as a penny earned. 
Add these items together, and they amount 
to $687 56 in gold, or, in currency, $943 84. 
Now, compound interest on $400, the amount 
invested, amounts to $201 45 in gold, or in 
currency $302 17, which, added to the $400, 
equals $601 45 in gold, or $702 17 in currency, 
leaving a difference in favor of the bondholder 
over the man who invests his money honestly 
of $86 11 in gold, or $221 67 in currency. 
If we deduct from this two and one half per 
cent. for taxation it still leaves $16 11 in gold, 
or $179 67 in currency in favor of the bond- 
holder. Is there anything wrong or unjust in 
repudiating suchadebt? The people have paid 
the bonds, and are entitled to have them can- 
celed just as much as a person is entitled to 
have his promissory note canceled when he 
pays it up in full with interest. It is gross in- 
Justice to grind the laborer, the merchant, the 
mechanic, the widow, and the crippled soldier 
to the earth to pay these bonds a second time, 
and this too for the sole purpose of keeping up 
a bloated and insolent bondholding and bank- 
ng aristocracy. 

_ 4am in favor of repudiating this bondhold- 
ing debt because it is sapping the very founda- 
tonsof Government and to an alarming extent 
has controlled the action of the past few Con- 
gresses. It has been the cause, in my opinion, 
to a great degree, of that system of legislation 
which prompted a thwarting of the legitimate 
powers of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and of the general tendency to the cen- 
tralization of the powers of Government in what 
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is now by my Radical friends called ‘‘the Gov- || an English writer’s remarks of the stock spec- 
|| ulator : 


ernment,’’ namely, Congress; which is again 
by some called a *‘rump concern.’ Without 
charging corruption or venality on any member 
of the present Congress I may be allowed to 
repeat what the great head and front of Radi- 
calism, ‘‘the noblest Roman of them all,’’ 
the late Mr. Stevens said in a letter toa friend, 
‘*that no honest man could come to Congress 
and make any money; but that it was passing 


strange that some men who were hardly able | 
to pay their necessary expenses at home would | 


come to Congress and in a few years be worth 
millions ofdollars.’’ Ifthis overshadowing debt 
were wiped out I do not think that any mem- 


* He is in everything, save decency of appearance, 
on a par with the haunter of the Casino. He may, 
if he so pleases, designate himself an invester, but in 
reality he is a common gamester. This may be hard 
truth, but it is a wholesome one.”’ 

Now, the man who atter his country has been 
forced by such a war as the last one to sell him 
its bond for $1,000, with all its benefits and 


| exemptions, for $400, and ‘* take the chances,’’ 


ber of the present Congress would be likely to | 


be tempted. 


I am in favor of wiping out this bonded debt | 


because on it the national bank currency is 
based ; and when it is wiped out the notes of 
the Government will for a time, until we can 
come back to the constitutional currency at 
least, take the place of these national bank 
notes. This would increase the volume of the 
currency one tenth and no more. It is well 
known that between the gold interest received 
on about three hundred and forty-two million 
four hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars 
of bonds deposited by bankers as collateral 


does it exactly on the principle that the gam 
bler invests his money on any game of chance. 
There is no loyalty in such a man. He made 
the investment for speculation ; nor should he 
complain if after having received more than 
he invested with interest the Government 


| should refuse to pay; nor does the change 


security for about three hundred million dollars | 


of circulation issued by the Government to 
them, and the shrewd and cunning manipula- 
tion of the currency so receivetl, the national 


bankers manage to make from twenty-four to | 


thirty-seven percent. on their bonds per annum 
in currency. This amounts to about one hun- 
dred million dollars and doubles their invest- 
ment in a little over three years, all at the ex- 
pense of labor and entirely, all inuring to the 
benefit of capital. The Comptroller of the 
Treasury says in his annual report delivered to 


this House on the 6th instant that the national | 


banks loan the people $700,000,000 annually. 


Interest on this amount at six per cent. would | 


be $42,000,000. 
sum as interest paid to depositors it would 
leave $41,000,000 clear. 1 know of national 
banks advertising that they will pay ten per 
cent. interest on deposits for six months, and 


they make enormous profits on those deposits. | 


Some have declared thirty-seven per cent. an- 
nually. They receive at least twelve per cent. 
clear profit, which would be $84,000,000 each 
year. Some of them declare dividends of 
thirty-seven per cent. on their capital. Some 
gentlemen have said that the national banks, 
like a national debt, are a national blessing. 
I do not so understand the matter. 

Another reason for repudiation is that the 


Deduct $1,000,000 from that | 


taxes to pay the interest on these bonds as long | 


as they are in existence is a prior lien on the 
property, labor, bone, muscle, and earnings of 
the masses. The private debts of the citizen 
may go unpaid, and his wife and children may 
suffer the pinchings and privations of cold and 
hunger, but the interest on the bonds must be 
paid ; the Government officials must have their 
proportion; Mr. and Mrs. Shoddy must have 
their carriage, and their servants, and their 
plate, and their jewelry, and their luxuries 
despite the sufferings of the masses. 

Again, the expense isso enormous and comes 
entirely off of labor, while these bondholders 
are exempt from taxes, that to use the language 
of the London Times of February 11, 1868, when 
speaking of a similar state of things in England, 
‘‘everywhere is the weak ground to the dust 
with taxation to supply the wants of the strong.”’ 

Again, ‘‘the blessings of Government, like 
the dews of heaven, should descend on all 
alike—high and low, rich and poor.’’ They 
do not sv descend now, nor will they ever as 
long as the bonds remain extant. ‘The bond- 
holders pay no tax; the poor and lowly, the 
producing and toiling masses, pay all. The 
blessings are under this bavking and bond 
system reserved for the rich; the curses and 


| bitterness and drudgery for the laborer. 


and transfer of five-twenties into ten-forties 
alter the principle or cover up the fraud. 

It is justly and truly said ‘‘ that all property 
and wealth is the product of physical or intel- 
lectual labor.’’ If this bonded debt be paid, 
then ‘* property,’’ or its equivalent, which will 


| command property, must be handed over to 


| ing. 


the bondholder in exchange for his bonds. 
The foregoing axiom being true the result is 
that labor finally pays the debt over and over. 
This is what I object to. Capital pays noth- 
Labor pays tribute year after year to 
capital, until capital has received far more 
than its original investment with the interest 
thereon; and then the payment of the face of 


| the bonds extorts two hundred and fifty per 
| cent. more, in addition to the capital invested, 


from Jabor and hands it over to the bondhold- 
ers. In other words, after having far more 
than paid the investment with interest, labor 
must 1n addition pay $1,000 to the bondholder 
for each $400 he invested. This is outrage- 
ous; and the bonded debt should be at once 


| repudiated on every principle of justice. 


But | favor the repudiation of this debt be- 
cause our Government, controlled as it has 
been for the last eight years and as it now is 
nearly entirely by the moneyed aristocracy of 
the country, is paying more and greater interest 
on money than any individual can afford to pay 
for its use in any legitimate trade or business. 
Six per cent. in gold has averaged fully nine 
per cent. in currency ever since the bonds were 
issued. This, too, is without taking into con- 
sideration the amount, say one and a half per 
cent. per month, or, as it was in New York a 
year ago, one half of one per cent. per day, 
which the national banks charged through 
brokers. They would not discount to their best 
customers or depositors, but loaned their money 
nominally, perhaps, but freely through the 
president, or cashier,or some one else connected 
with their institutions, as his or their private 
funds to brokers, who fora consideration loaned 
it out on call, as above stated, to men who were 


| forced to borrow to save themselves from bank- 


ruptey. I wish to do away with this swindling 
arrangement. Repudiation of this debt will do 
away withthe swindle. I favor the repudiation 
of this bonded debt, because when it is or shall 
have been wiped out; when the Government 
shall have ceased to pay the enormous interest 
and profit which it does on money, and all at 


| the expense of labor, it will drive capital into 


legitimate channels; will force it into invest- 
ments which will develop the resources of our 


| country, build up our shipping and commercial 


interests, our mining and mineral interests, 
develop and improve the vast water powers of 
the nation, erect mills and manufactories, fur- 
naces, founderies,and machine shops; complete 
unfinished railroads, build up new ones, add 
new buildings and improvements to our towns 


and cities, break up the western prairies, clea: 


off the dense forests of our new States, and, 
literally speaking, make the wilderness blossom 
as the rose, and the western prairies rival and 
surpass the far-famed fertility of the valley ot 
the Nile in the proudest days of the proudest 
Pharaohs. ' 

Wipe out this oppressive debt and the equili 


Asanother reason for repudiation let me quote |! brium of trade and business will be restored. 
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J appeal to every man to say who, if not the 
money power, the bondholders, and the national 
bankers, control the business interests of the 
country? Such men as Fisk, Vanderbilt, As- 
tor, Stewart, and other men of known wealth 
bagatelles in and of themselves. 

reason why the whole 
of the 
abolished which to my 
Itis adeplorable, a 
ary of the T 
fortunes of 


ure mere 

But there is another 
financial system growing out 
these bonds 
mind is 
startiing fact, reas 
ury has more men 
and over their earnings than Seward had over 
the lives and the people of the 
North when he infamous bell, the 
in bastiles 


issue of 
should be 
irely sufficient. 
that the Secret 
power 


ent 
over the 
liberties of 


Liat 
immured men 


shook 


mere sound of which 


without charge or trial, and trom whence few 
came away alive. When the late great finan- 
cial excitement was culminating in Wall street 
Mr. Boutwell was quietly sitting, not exactly in 


Cabinet meeting, but nearly so, watching the 


progress of events and reading telegraphic dis- 


pateche Bankruptey and ruin were staring 
thousands upon thousandsof honest men in the 


Under this bond and bank system he was 
the observed of all observers. live ‘ry eye wa 
turned toward him, every appeal was sent to 
him, for he was the only one who, under our 
worthy President, had the power to save—‘‘ he 
could protect and he could destroy.”’ He held 
the gold, the people’s gold, and as soon as in- 
terest or duty prompted he could with a stroke 
of his pen or bya * of the telegraph 
top the infamous proceedings. If the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury and our worthy President 
and all their relations and friends, direct, col- 
lateral and oflicial, had not been honest under 
the circumstances alluded to how easy it would 
have been for the bulls of Wall street to have 
an arrangement by which the Seeretary could 
controlled the gold until all of them had 
fortunes! Let us wipe out 
the bonds lest dishonest men should succeed 
our oflicials and play such a game as they 
might have played. 

Gentlemen may and do talk about the faith 
of the Government being pledged to the pay- 
ment of the bonds, and the sacredness of that 
plighted faith. The receipts and vouchers given 
by Army oflicers to loyal men under the 
sanction and by the authority of our Govern- 
ment for hundreds of millions of dollars’ worth 
of property taken and used or destroyed by the 
Army during the war are certainly as sacred 
as bonds signed by the Treasurer and Register 
of the Treasury. This plighted faith of the 
Government is totally disregarded by the party 
in power. 
paramount to the rights of capitalists. 

The wisdom of Ulysses is highly extolled by 
old Homer in the Illiad; but he never dreamed 
in all his philosophy of reducing the circulating 
medium ata time like the present, and thus 
bringing utter ruin and bankruptcy on the 
West and South. ‘This suggestion of our Sec- 
retary is backed and indorsed by our worthy 
President and the bondholders. This scheme 
will force men to pay debts in gold which were 
contracted to be paid in an inflated paper cur- 
rency and ruin the debtor for the benefit of 
the creditor. Let us repudiate the bonds and 
stop such iniquitous and unjust proceedings. 

But Lam in favor of repudiation as a set-off 
to the repudiation of $4,000,000,000 of the 
claims filed by loyal men against this Govern- 


face, 


rs ny 
CLICK 


have 


amassed colossal 


our 


ment for losses and damages sustained by the 


war and property furnished for and used and 
taken by our Government for war purposes. 

On the 2 
used the following language on this floor: 

‘The nation now groans with the weight of pub- 

lie ‘debt and taxation, | know there are now floating 

claims against this nation not le 

24,000,000, 000; and these, if ndmitted at all,will never 

be settled with less than $2,000,000,600,"’ 


In a colloquy at the time between Mr, Bout- 


I regard the ri; ghts of the masses as | 


oth day of April, 1866, Mr. Delano | 





sin amount than | 


well, now the Secretary of the Treasury, and | 


Mr. Delano in regard to the payment of these 
claims, Mr. Boutwell said *‘he would as lief 
spend the money on the Niagara ship-canal.”’ 


| 


THE 
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He always opposed that project, and openly 


| declared his unwillingness to pay these claims, 


although Mr. Delano said the: the claims 
of loyal persons. 

Why will not this Government pay the losses 
of those loyal southern men and women who 
periled everything, lost everything, endured 
everything for this Government; who traveled 
over mountains and across valleys; waded 
through streams in the dead of winter; those 
who, with naked and bleeding feet, nin and 
exhausted with hunger and cold, sought refuge 
under the starry flag far from their homes? 
Those who at the peril of their lives fed and 
sheltered and secreted the Union soldiers who 
had escaped from the prison pens of the South ; 
those poor women whose husbands and sons 
were cruelly butchered by the rebels before 
their eyes because those men and women loved 
the Galesodtaies not pay them? No, no; the 
bondholder is the only person worth looking 


after. ‘lhe party or the Congress who can dis 


ywere 


| regard the appeals of those loyalists of the 
| South such as | have mentioned need not abuse 


me because I will not favor the payment of the 
bonds twice. 

The Republican party have practically re 
pudiated $4,000,000,000 of honest debts. Sec- 


| retary Boutwell would as soon spend it in what 











| claimants. 
|| on these claims and on the bondholders’ claims 


| accrues to the comparatively 
| present fraudulent bondholding and banking 
| system, will be destroyed by repudiating those 


he thinks a useless project as to pay itto honest 
lhe estimate he and his party place 


exhibit a most’striking contrast. 
Theiniquitous distribution of wealth,and par- 

ticularly of power, the power of wealth, which 

few from the 


bonds, and thenceforth those aristocratic gen- 
tlemen will have to compete on equal terms 
with those who have been borne down by their 
oppressions, special privileges, and exemptions 
from liabilities. Industry, enterprise, and fru- 
gality will soon restore that equilibrium which 
the unjust distribution of Government favors 
through unjust legislation has so materially de- 
stroyed. ‘lhe $2,600,000,000 now represented 
by bonds will yield no more to its possessors 
than does that value in the broad acres of the 
West to the hardy sons of toil. Repudiation 
of this debt will free the nation from an incu- 
bus and make the capital of the rich come on 
the same footing with the poor—the rich still, 
however, holding the advantage in proportion 
to their wealth or capital, but a fair relative 
proportion and no more. This is simple jus- 
tice; and this | am in favor of, and that 
immediately. 

The best writers on political economy and 
financial matters agree that the average rate of 
profit on capital, money excepted, does not 
amount, after taxation and other necessary 
incidental expenses, to more than two per cent.., 
and this, too, with the constant labor, 
watchfulness of the owners. The bondholder 
and banker make about thirty percent., counted 
in currency, and this without any particular 
labor; for the Government kindly hires and 
pays men to gather up their gold interest and 
to hand it over to them. But these bonds 
ought to be repudiated, because the contract 
by ‘and through which they were obtained was 
usurious and. contrary to public policy. The 
same moral rules will apply to a government 
that applies toa person. A government may 
make promises, like an individual, which ought 
not to be kept. It may ‘pledge its faith”’ 
such manner and for such purposes as to be 
void of all moral obligation. A man under 


| certain pressing circumstances may borrow 


$100 from another, give his note for it, and 
promise to pay $100 interest or $100 for its 
use in one day thereafter. 


governmentto compel himsotodo. No right- 
minded man will claim that such a contract, 
such an amount, should be required by the 
iender; nor will any fair man say that the 


rare, and | 


in | 


In this case there | 
_ is no moral obligation to fulfill such a contract, 
nor is there a law on the statute-book of any | 


|| it is revolution then I am a revolutionist. 


GLOBE. 
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borrower could or should be either 
morally bound to fulfill its terms. 

A government may do wrong in such mati 
just as individuals may do wrong; butt 
of God and man alike release both ny 
governments from such obligations, ali|, 
voluntarily assumed. The Bible, in the wwe, 
ty-filth chapter of Leviticus, says: 

**And if thy brother be waxen poor and {gj 
decay with thee, thoushaltrelieve pin: yea, tho 
he be a stranger, or a sojourner. usr 
F him. Thou shalt not give him thy money upv 
usury, nor lend him thy Vv leten ils upon ine rease,’ 

Again, in the eighteenth chapter of Ezek, 
we find these words: 

He t hat hi ith not given forth upon usury’ 

‘hath exe cuted true judgment, be tw 
man and man,’ He th 


hath given forth upon usury and hi ith taken ine . 
he shall not live. ‘He t] 
shall : 


hath not received usury 

According to this what shall become of tho 
bondholders and bankers ? 

Under the Jewish law all debtors and s 
were free inthe year of jubilee. When 
bonded debt shall be wiped out the inane 
people will be free; it will be truly the year 
of jubilee to them Another reason for the 
repudiation of this bonded debt is that the men 


’ 
tC Aaliy \ 


ha 


» thou n 


surely live.”’ 


slays 


who contracted it, and through whose agency 
the laws were enacted authorizing such unex- 


ampled swindling, did not assume to bind them- 
selves, but to bind the people, and that, t 
without their consent. The people had 1 
been consulted on the subject ; the whole system 
was the creation of capitalists and got upto 1 
the people. On the principle that one Congress 
can repeal any act passed by a preceding one, 
why not repeal this whole system of fraud and 
pecuiation ? 

I said that the cont 
ment and the bondholders 
ought to be abrogated. 
Union and every civilized nation nearly have 
their laws regulating usury. ‘hese laws are 
made to protect the weak against the strong, 
the poor a the rich. Human wisdom, 
embodied in enactments, expressed 
in every form, in the Bible, in the play of | 
‘*Merchant of Venice,’’ in every day life, 
against the bondholders and bankers. Ther 
are the enemies of the people, the enemies 0! 


ract between the Gover 
was usurious 


Ivery State in 


rainst 


Statutory 


progress, the vampires who are daily drawing 


-blood from the toiling millions to fe 


themselves and their haught; 


the life 
and pamper 
families. 

Another reason for the repudiation of thes 
bonds is that it would restore society to 
healthy condition, do away with those useles 
and unjust distinctions which have lately grow: 
up among the people. 

If we repudiate this debt we go very far 
toward bringing the Government back to 1! 
true standard in a social point of view, wher 
merit, not mere wealth, shall constitute the 
standard by which persons are to be judged. 
And merit, not mere wealth, is the only tru: 
rule by which a people can ever become great 
and prosperous. 

Another reason is that labor has the power 
and the moral right to say whether or not thes 
bonds shall be pz aid twice; whether or not this 
continual drain in gold interest shall go on; 
whether or not the people shall continue to 
slaves, in the sense Professor Waller uses 
word. 

I have said that all wealth is the result: 
product of labor, and I may add that capi: 
of itself produces nothing. What would 
thousand or a million of dollars in gold lo 

up in the safe of some banker or bondho 
produce? Nothing. ‘These moneyed g 
men know this; and they have inves ted th 
wealth, frequently ill-gotten wealth, in Govern 
ment bonds, and Congress taxes the pe 
pay the gold interest thereon. Gentleme n may 
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hat 


say that repudiation is revolution. Call it wha 
you will, repudiation of this bonded « 


justice, because it has already been paid ‘I 


ae y 
| land boasts of the revolution of 1688—Americ 
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1776 ; 
} 


, Revolution of and both 


Line 


ments owe whatever of freedom and lib- 


hey possess to those revolutior is. Labor 

] ower and moral right to thus revolu- 

e: it can be done without bloodshed. 

- debt can be repudiated ; labor can be re- 

1 of its unjust Lone nof taxation ; 

. made bear $s proportion of the taxes 
the means met the ballot-box, and by 
tin » men who will regard the rights 

-f labor as being as sac red as the rights of 
tal. The rights of labor are more sacre 

- more to be regarded and legislated for aia 
; Ke lat ter than the rights of capital ; 

comes e verything we have; everything 
hich makesa nation great; everything which, 
der God’s blessing, makes a people prosper 
is and happy. 
Labor has the votes. Why not throw aside 
rty prejudice es and on these votes at ther ight 
nea nd for the right? Capitalists look sh nig! 
er their interests, and their whole study 
wto make the most out of their money, See 
enhance their interests. Why does not labor 
lothe same? If the capitalists had the same 
me rice ul power at the ballot-box they would 
ible the principal and interest of their bonds 
vill ; they would extend their privileges of 
xemp ‘tion from taxation to all forms of prop- 

y they own or possess, and thus transfer all 

’ partes of taxation from themselves to 
ibor. What sensible man doubts this? Has 
: Shylock any conscience? Sixty per cent. of 
the cost of their bonds represent * "forty 

reent.,money. Are they not as clamorous 
for the ‘*shave’’ part as forthe other? If they 
ould extort from labor $500 for one would 
they not do so? Why, then, will labor not 
efend itself at the ballot-box and elect men 

office, to C ongress, if you please, who will 
slate on the principle enunciated by Jeremy 
Bentham, ‘*the greatest good to the greatest 
imber;’’ or, as Jefferson advised, ‘‘ Let the 
Government take care of the poor and the rich 
vill take care of themselves?’’ If the voter, 
i¢ laborer, the tax-payer, will stop and think 
vhat the bondholders are doing, and what they 
ould do in addition if they had the power, it 
possible that they would not be long in ex- 
iding from seats on this floor every man who 
sa bondholder or banker. 

But gentlemen here are loud-spoken against 
epudiation when it touches the bondholder or 
tional banker. Have not some gentlemen, 
nembers of the present Congress. voted in a 

former Congress for the so-called legal-tender 
act, which authorized and legalized the repu- 

ation of private debts and contracts? The 
courts are full of cases where persons who had 
loaned gold on a contract to receive gold in 
payment were forced to take greenbacks worth 
forty cents on the dollar. How much more 
honorable or less dishonorable would it be 
refuse to pay the principal and interest of these 
bonds, and especially so when the bondholders 
have already been fully paid, and overpaid, as 
| have before remarked ? 

The bonds ought to be repudiated because 
the capitalists knew when they bought them 
that while the war lasted prices would be high, 
people would be apparently getting rich, the 
taxes, enormous asthey were, would be paid for | 
aw = le, long enough to enable them to get back | 

ir principal, with interest in gold, which 
they have more than received, and that when 
the pe ople ‘‘ got through burying their dead,’ 
when time should heal to some extent the 
wounds made by the war, when the fictitious 
values of property would pass away, and the 
people would repudiate the debt, as all nations 
and peoples have ever done with such national 
debts, their bonds might be worth something. 

In this view of the ease they bought the bonds 
imply as a business transaction. Not one in 

itty of them bought bonds from motives of 
patriotism. Not a single one of them would 
have bought a bond if he had been compelled | 

) pay $1,000 in gold for a bond calling for | 
>1,000, if principal and interest had not both | 


9 
capital 


Fil 


rt » oflice 


for from 


shave;’ 
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be en payable in gold. It was their interest to 
prolong the war and their prince = eto bleed 
the Gove rnment. They did it; the purchase 
ot the bonds, and the national banking system 
growing out of their issue, were simply sharp 
business transactions. 

After the revolutionary war the same reasons 
were urged by capitalists for the payment of 
he continental money, namely, that it was 
he Government from patr iotic motives ; 

call it ‘*loyalty.’? The people then, 
as now, knew the assertion to be untrue, and 
repudiated the whole debt. In Benton’s De- 
bates, volume one, page 193, we find a distin- 
guished member of Congress from New Hamp- 
shire, Mr. Livermore, using the following 
language : 


3 


‘ 


‘Money lent in this depreciated and depreciating 
paper can hardly be said to be lent from a spirit of 
patriotism; it wasa mere speculation in public secur 
ities. ‘They hoped by putting their money into the 
loan-office, though in a depreciated state, to receive 
hard money for it by and by. I flatter myself this 
prediction will never be effected.’’ 

After being the chief instruments in depre- 
ciating the currency and distressing the Gov- 
ernment by withholding their money until they 

could invest it at rates ruinous to the people 
a the country, they and their friends now 
prate about loyalty. There is scarcely one of 
them who wou!d not levy upon and sell the 
wooden leg of a crippled soldier to obtain their 
gold interest. Their dues must be paid. ‘The 
party in power—it is almost synonymous with 
the moneyed oligarchy now reaching for the 
very vitals of our national life—has amused 
and deceived the people with new expedients; 
tempted their cupidity with new-fangled finan- 
cial schemes; declaimed in indefinite terms 
about liberty, equality, and universal brother- 
hood, and suffrage, and being the friends 
the laboring man; asserted in the most pre- 
sumptuous manner the extreme friendship of 
that party for the people; while its acts, legis- 
lative and otherwise, are the very opposite of 
the aforesaid professions. 

Pisistratus preached liberty and equality, was 
the friend of the poor, denounced Solon and 
other patriots and sages who were in his way 
as enemies of the people. In this way he flat- 
tered their vanity, and they therefore yielded 
to him their credulity, and their country was 
subjugated to despotism. Julius Cmsar and 
Robespierre and his Jacobin club, and Louis 
Napoleon and the Radical party have all done 
the same thing. Our liberties as citizens have 
been taken from us. But despite the bare- 
faced villainy of those stock-gamblers it may 
be truly said that ** knavesstill proselyte fools,”’ 
and thieving politicians still have their friends 
and apologists. 

[ am in favor of the payment of back pay, 
bounty, commutation, prize money, or what- 
ever may be justly due to the soldiers and the 

sailors and others who fought to put down the 
rebellion ; in favor of paying pensions to all 
entitled to the same, especially to the widows 
and orphans of our deceased soldiers. 

3ut we are to have a funded debt. It has 
been justly, truthfully said that ‘‘of all the 
schemes ever devised by the perverse ingenu- 
ity of man for making the rich richer and the 
poor poorer, the weak weaker and the strong 
stronger, the funding system, with its acces 
sories, holds the highest rank.’’ The enormous 
monopolies of the. country are but accessories 
of the bond system, and their power will be 
diminished when the bonds are repudiated. 

When William of Orange inaugurated the 
funding system of England Doubleday says 
that the yeomanry of England were a manly, 
self-reliant, and independent race of men; that 
they mostly were the owners of their own cot- 
tages and gardens; that every man had con- 
stant employment at good wages. What are 
they now’? Stripped of their property, all the 
land of Great Britain in the hands of three 
thousand men, the laboring masses the mere 
slaves and vassals of the moneyed oligarchy ; 
and the funding system did it. 
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John Francis, in his Chronicles 
acters of the Stock Exchange, 
moneyed interest was 
and adds: 


and Char 
says that the 
unknown uatil 1692: 

“*But now the tremendous potency of the mo 
power directs the destinies of nations. We behold 
in tangible form a power so terribly strong that 


with a touch, it ca in paralyze armies. We behold a 
power rradually z Ving around usa net from whi 
it is impossible escape, ee r with a st 
accent which Sonate no denial the right of property 
in ourselves. our soil, our earnings, our industry 
and our children. To this mon rod influence we 


ean trace most of the political changes which per 
bafile explanatiot 


plex mankind and w hich seem to b 
The wisest of _our statesmen have tried to check its 
advance and failed to do so; the worst of the m have 
encouraged its growth and declared it almost hart 
less; the men adroit have yielded to its power and 
made money by so doing. Interest atter interest 
has gone down in avain struggle to oppose it, yet it 
appetite is as keen as ever.’ 

He says that the most colossal fortunes and 
the most abject poverty exist in England to 
gether. Doubleday says that at the time the 
funding system was inaugurated the poor-rate 
were only £300,000, while. they are now 
£8,000,000 ‘In the me: in time the population 
has treble d and the poor-r s have increased 
nearly thirtyfold. It has hes en well said that 
the contest between the people and the mane 

system has apparently ended in England, but 
it is in its ineipiency here. In this country 
the issue is well de fined ; as I remarked hs the 
outset, it is subj ut igation of the pe ople by the 
moneyed power or repudiation of the bonded 
debt. 

Why does our Government refuse to take its 
own paper for customs while it forces our cit 
izens to take greenbacks for notes payable 
by their terms in gold for gold borrowed or 
loaned? It is claimed that the bondholders 
must have gold interest because it is so agreed. 
Why not have the person who deposits gold in 
banks receive gold in payment when it is so 
agreed? ‘The sales of gold by the United 
States Treasury is nothing less than repudia- 
tion. The Government promises on a green- 
back, or a legal-tender note if you please, to 
pay the bearer five dollars; it refuses to take 
that note in payment of custom duties. While 
it has gold in the Treasury it will not redeem 
its promise, its own paper, but puts the gold 
in market, perhaps secretly, and shaves its own 
paper; bane it in at seventy cents or less when 
it promised one hundred cents. 

If we repudiate these iniquitous bonds, already 
over paid, refuse to pay them again, the credit 
of our Government will be much stronger, be- 
cause we will be out of debt; its notes will 
assume a par value and be receivable for im- 
port duties and everything else at their face. 
In place of paying gold to the rich and rag 
to the poor, as we now do, there will be one 
kind of currency for all, and gambling in United 
States stocks will be at an end. 

There are a few small bondholders who ob- 
tained their bonds honestly. ‘To such I would 
say profit by the e xample set by the New kng- 
landers in regard to their slaves. They sold 
their slaves for money to the South and then 
succeeded in abolishing slavery and rende ring 
the property so sold worthless. Let the small 
bondholders sell their bonds to the large ones. 
Repudiation of the bonds is coming with the 
certainty of tate. Let the honest “turn their 
bonds over to those who have grown rich by 
banking and stock g They can afford 
to lose them. 
the cradle of letters and the nursery 
of the arts, the land of Homer, of Solon an 
Herodotus; the theater of Thermopylae, of 
Leuctra, and of Marathon; whose history in 
spires the mind and fires the genius of ma: 
with illustrious examples of devoted patrivt 
ism, has her counterpart in heroic deeds in the 
history of our Jast great war; but we search i 
vain among the names of bondholders, national 
bankers, and money sharks for instances. Thi 
spirit and purpose which animated Pisistratus 
in putting down Solon; the same spirit which 
ostracised Aristides because he was ca 


+ 
ambling. 


Greece, 


lled the 
just; the mob Jed on or instigated by bad men 
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who took the life of Socrates because he said 


the soul was immortal, and that there was | 


only one God, this same blind spirit of fanat- 
icism is enabling our Shylocks to draw the 
wealth, the energy, the life-blood of the nation 
in drops of bright gold to minister to their 
pampered wants and swell theiralready bloated 
wealth. 


Rome, for fifteen hundred years mistress of 


the world, wasin her best days, as our country 
has been for years, the arena of contending 
factions, and the ‘‘ majesty of the Roman peo- 
ple’’—here it is ‘‘ the loyalty of our Shylocks’’— 
wastheirwatchword. Although Rome had her 
ltegulus, her Cato, and her Cicero, she also had 
her Clodius, her Sylla, and her Caesars, honored 
in their day as the friends of the people. 

{t matters not whether Marius or Sylla, Cesar 
or Pompey prevailed, the victory was in the 
name of liberty; the republic was honored 
with a triumph and a clamor of approbation 
echoed from the forum and the capitol. 


it 
} 


' that of the gentleman from Ohio that I do 
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pay the debt, but I believe, what is of vastly 
more importance, that the country has the abil- 
ity, the disposition, and the resources to pay it. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. FITCH. [yield five minutes more to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. Ranpa.. ] 

Mr. RANDALL. IL agree with the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. MunGen] that the debt 
was negotiated at ruinous rates. That is a mat- 
ter of just criticism against the party who then 
controlled the Government tot anda the ne- 
gotiation. 


' bonds upon which is stamped the faith and 


| 
if 


credit of the country, I say repudiation stands 
in no other light except the light of dishonesty. 
In saying this I but repeat what I have said 
before my constituents. But, sir, [donot appre- 
hend half the danger from speeches such as 


from the extravagance, from the corruption, 


| from the undue and unequal taxation which 


Keven | 


Augustus Cwsar, absolute as he was, preserved || 
the forms and mockery of a republic, just as || 


the party in power now do; while, by the per- 
version of his vast patronage to his own aggran- 
dizement, he made an obsequious anp prosti- 
tuted Senate the registers of his will, and in the 
name of liberty fastened a heavy and enduring 
yoke on an applauding populace. 


I'rance had her Danton and her Robespierre; | 


and after the bloody idol of licentious liberty 
had crushed its thousands and overturned the 
temple of the true God a Pretorian band of 
grenadiers delivered over the ‘‘republic’’ to a 
onaparte, not to a Grant! 


Madame Roland, under the guillotine, ex- || 


claims: 


“Ah, liberty! what crimes are committed in thy | 


name! 


Mr. FITCH obtained the floor. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. IL ask the gen- 
tleman from Nevada to yield to me for five 
minutes, 

Mr. FITCH. Iwill yield for five minutes. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Mr. Chair- 


man, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. MunGeEn] | 


has said, and well said, that he spoke only for 
himself. If what he said had not been said 
upon the floor of the House, in the presence 
of the House, I should not have felt it neces- 
sary to disclaim all responsibility for his advo- 
cacy of repudiation; and I think I may speak 
for the Democratic members of New York city, 
as well as for myself, that we never have, never 
can be, and never will be repudiators. While 
much of what the gentleman said is true, all 
that relates to the repudiation we utterly dis- 
claim. We expect to pay every cent of debt 
according to the contract, and under a better 
und reduced system of taxation we think it will 
be as easily paid as that of the war of 1812. I 
now yield to my colleague. 

Mr. POTTER. Mr. Chairman, upon ques- 
tions of public faith and national honor I do 
not purpose to let any man decide for me or 
any organization to control my vote. I am 
not unmindful of some of the evils to which 
the gentleman from Ohio has adverted; but 
without now referring to them I desire simply 
to say that for myself and my constituents I 
disclaim the doctrine of repudiation advocated 
by the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. RANDALL. Task the gentleman from 
Nevada to yield to me. 

Mr. FITCH. For a few minutes. 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Chairman, in the time 
allowed me it is hardly possible that I should 
follow the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Muncen] 
in all his sayings, or what I might mildly term 
his political heresies; but for myself—and I 


think I can speak for my constituents—I am | 
But the mo- | 


utterly opposed to repudiation. 
ment allowed me gives me the opportunity to 
remonstrate against the enunciation of any 
scheme of legislation which I believe would 
place my country in a dishonest attitude before 
the world. Notonly dol believe that we should 





| } 


| behalf of the Democracy that I represent. 


| 


| my friend. 





| I may say no people residing in it. 
| further, that no political tie, no hope of party 
| advancement will ever induce me, for one, to 
favor either directly or indirectly any measure | 


has been placed upon the statute-book by the 
majority of this House. I have a vast deal 
more apprehension of the growth of the spirit 
of repudiation from that cause. Again, the 
same thing is to be apprehended when the 


| majority stand up here and defend one of the 
| most crushing, one of the most wasteful monop- 


olies—the banking interest of this country. 


| The same thing is to be apprehended from the 


legislation there has been with the view of 
making the few rich at the expense of the 
many. I believe that in the interest of my 
country there should be no question about pay- 


| ing the entire principal of the public debt. I 


yield to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Siocum. ] 

Mr. SLOCUM. I am glad that the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. MunGen] in the remarks 
he addressed to the House declared that he 


| represented no party. I represent on this floor 
| a congressional district which pays more into 


the United States Treasury in the shape of 


| taxes than some two or three of the western 


States combined; and I say that any man 
repudiating or favoring any measure looking 
towards repudiation, either directly or indi- 
rectly, represents no party in that district, and 
I say 


calculated to impair the obligations which our 
Government incurred in the suppression of the 
rebellion. I here repudiate all repudiators on 


Mr. FITCH. [yield one minute to the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Kerr. ] 

Mr. KERR. While I remember very well 
that my friend from Ohio [Mr. Muncen] did 
us on this side the justice to remark that in 


whatever he was about to say he would attempt || 
to bind nobody but himself, yet I think it is an |: 


act of duty to myself and those I represent, and 
I believe—and I say it with becoming modesty— 


to the whole Democratic party of thiscountry, | 
to say that I do not indorse repudiation in any | 
form, and that I do not believe that that great | 


and honorable party of which I have the honor 


to be an humble member indorses any such | 


theory. While I approve of very much of 
what my friend from Ohio has said, and while 
I believe that there is very great truth in much 
that he has said, I think it is my duty to say as 
much as I have now said, to enter my emphatie 
disclaimer of the conclusions and theories of 


Mr. FITCH. 
New York, [Mr. Cox. | 

Mr. SARGENT. Will this be deducted from 
the hourallowed tothe gentleman from Nevada, 
[Mr. Frren?] 

The CHAIRMAN. Not at all. 

Mr. SHANKS. Itisaclass-meeting, | under- 
stand. [Laughter. } 
Mr. VAN TRUMP. Will the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Cox] yield to me for an 
inquiry ? 

fr, COX. 


I must decline. I wish to say 


But as regards those who hold | 


I yield to the gentleman from 
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this, that I do not believe that a single nem} 

: ; : ‘ > -M ber 
of the American national Legislature desire 
the American nation to be degraded, either ;, 
its credit or in its honor, before the world «, 
among its own people. I should be ashame, 
to belong to a body where one man for partisay 
purposes would desire the impression to .. 
abroad that for any conceivable purpcse \, 
would desire to break down the good name ay, 
fame of our credit. All of our constityey;, 
pay taxes alike, and they pay them for the pur 
pose of sustaining our credit. There are ques 
tions arising to be discussed in this Congress 
hereafter as to whether this taxation js inor 
dinate or not; as to whether we cannot redye, 
it; whether it is not now with a full Treasy 
almost an outrage upon the people to add gti| 
further to their a It may be that, as the 
gentleman says, we have repudiated the claim, 
of loyal citizens ; in one sense repudiated the, 
it may be true also that these bonds were 
made for a less consideration than appears 
upon their face. It maybe true that our lega| 
tenders are to-day in a state of repudiation 
You gentlemen on the other side who now 
stand around us on this side either have not 
the skill or the courage to propose and carry 
a plan to redeem that part of the national debt. 
As long as you do not pay it it is repudiation, 
[ denounce this and all other forms of repudia- 
tion. I denounce the repudiation either of the 
legal tenders or of the bonds in the interest 
of the honor and honesty of our people. 

[ need not, Mr. Chairman, say to you that 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Muncey] is 
an honorable soldier and a gentleman. He 
belonged to the Army; he fought his fight well. 
He is not entitled, as some people are, to any 
opprobrium in respect to his patriotism. 

Mr. DAWES. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from New York a question. 

Mr. COX. I will hear it. 

Mr. DAWES. I would like to ask the gen: 
tleman, in connection with what he has said 
about greenbacks, how far and to what extent 
he differs from his late colleague, Mr. Pen- 
dleton? 

Mr. COX. I am not arguing now on Mr. 
Pendleton’s theory or his interpretation of the 
contract, as the gentleman knows very well. 

Mr. DAWES. That was the reason I put 
the interrogatory. 

Mr. COX. I might not have approved of 
Mr. Pendleton’s interpretation of that contract, 
and yet if I had approved of it it would not 
have been repudiation. The gentleman has 
my answer, but that does not pertain to this 
question. 

Mr. DAWES. It was because I saw that the 
gentleman was not arguing Mr. Pendleton’s 
theory that I put the interrogatory tohim. | 
desire to get his views in this connection as 
having some bearing upon the credit of the 
United States, as we are all desirous of sustain- 
ing it and preventing it from being degraded. 
I should like to hear how far he repudiates 
Mr. Pendleton upon that point, if he will do 
us the favor to tell us. 

Mr. COX. I understand the astuteness ot 
the gentlemen from Massachusetts. He has 
been doing by this question just what I feared 
-some one would do, endeavoring to make 4 
party question of it. So faras Mr. Pendleton s 
theory is concerned, I do not know that it 1s 
peculiar to him. I presume there are gentle- 
men on the other side of the House who agree 
with him. I refer to a distinguished gentle- 
man, one of the gentleman’s own colleagues, 
the great moralist of New England. [Laugh- 
ter.} He agrees with Mr. Pendleton on that 
subject. 

Mr. DAWES. He is not in the House now, 
and that was the reason I put the interrogatory. 

Mr. COX. The former distinguished states: 
/ man from Pennsylvania, Mr. Stevens, gave the 
| same interpretation. Was he a repudiator: 
| Is Mr. Morton, of Indiana, a repudiator ’ 
| am not arguing so as to show that the theory 
|| of Mr. Pendleton, or Mr. Burier, or anybody 
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e@) 


se to the interpretation of the law. But on 
‘hig matter of repudiating this debt, wiping it 
.: the man who would wipe out the bonded 


» tends to repudiation. That only has refer- |) 


| Mr. WOODWARD. 


‘abt would wipe out the greenbacks also, for | 


‘hoy are all a debt alike; and I ask the gentle- 


mal 


ith on that subject? 


“Mr. DAWES. It was because I thought the 


‘ontleman was in a mood to tell the trath that 
] put the interrogatory. 

‘THere the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. FITCH. 
| will yield to gentlemen on the Democratic 
cide of the House for one-minute speeches for 
the purpose of expressing their views. 
yield now to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Woopwarb. | 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. Chairman, this 
seems to be a day of general confession. 
(Laughter.] I ask that the gentleman from 
to make my confession. 

Mr. FITCH. I willyield five minutes to the 


from Massachusetts if I do not speak the | 


I cannot yield for discussion. ! 


I will | 


Nevada (Mr. Fircn] will give me time enough | 


ventleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Woopn- | 


warD.] I suppose that will be time enough 
for his purpose. 


Mr. WOODWARD. It happened to me to 


be a member of the supreme court of Pennsyl- | 
vania when the Republican county of Allegheny |! 


and the Republican city of Pittsburg repudiated 
their most honest and mostrighteousdebt. The 
commissioners of that county and the authori- 
ties of that city were summoned before our 


sary taxes to pay the intereston that debt. It 
fell to my lot to write the first opinion that was 


ever written in Pennsylvania against these | 


repudiators. Other opinions in other cases fol- 
lowed. We imprisoned these county commis- 
sioners—the commissioners were imprisoned 
for one whole year in jail. 

Mr. WARD. Served them right. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Yes, sir; they were 
kept in jail for one whole year before they 
would surrender to our authority. It wasa 
fierce struggle between the judicial authorities 
ofthe State and the Republican party. [Laugh- 
ter.] And the judicial authorities of the State 
finally triumphed over the repudiation of the 
Republican party in that instance. Well, sir, 


on the 25th of February, 1862, a Republican | 


Congress passed an act declaring that green- 
backs, worth then about sixty cents on the 
dollar, should be a legal tender in payment of 


debts in direct and palpable violation of a pro- | 


vision of the Constitution of the United States, 
and to the utter repudiation of one third of the 


whole indebtedness of this wide country. | 


Against that instance of repudiation my soul | 


and all that was within me rebelled. 


came a member of this House to offer a reso- 


And I | 


improved the earliest opportunity when I be- || 


lution instructing the Committee on the Judi- | 


ciary of this House to bring in a bill to repeal 


that law as a disgrace to the country and the || 


age; and I am obliged to say that that com- | 
mittee has never yet reported on my resolution. 


Mr. MYERS. And I hope it never will. 
Mr. WOODWARD. 
Congress in which I offered that resolution ; it 


was a Republican committee to whom the reso- || 
lution was referred, and it is a Republican who || 


now says that he hopes the committee never 
will report on that resolution. That resolution 
contemplates a gradual repeal of the legal- 
tender act, in order to let down the country 
gradually. 

There was another instance of repudiation. 
A Kepublican Congress and Mr. Johnson sig- 
nalized themselves by requiring every southern 
State before it could be admitted into the Union 
to repudiate her debt, teaching them repudia- 
tion according to the Republican code of mor- 


It was a Republican | 


als. And I know men in the South who will | 


tell you that there never has been in their per- || 


sonal experience so disgusting and disgraceful 
& necessity as that which compelled them to 
repudiate their debts. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. DAWES. Does the gentleman refer to 
the confederate debt? 

Yes; to their own debt. 
Mr. DAWES. Well, that must have been 
painful to them. 

Mr. WOODWARD. It was their own debt 
and they felt bound by it as men of honor. 
Again, this Government contracted with the 
soldiers of the Army to go out and fight that 
war on aspecie basis. Ihe Government has 
repudiated that contract and paid their soldiers 
and their widows in a depreciated currency, 
and are doing so at thisday. These instances 
of repudiation and others that I might allude to 
have had the effect of setting me like flint 
against repudiation and repudiators. Possibly 
1 might have been converted by the argument 
of my friend from Ohio, [Mr. MunGen,] some 
of whose views I believe are very just, had it 
not. been for these and other instances of repu- 
diation which have been forced upon the country 
by the Republican party. I look forward to the 
time when the Republican party of this country 
will be in favor of repudiating the national debt, 
and I may at some future day have to stand up 
in defense of the plighted faith and good credit 
of the country against the Republican party, 
as I did in the State of Pennsylvania against 
the Republican repudiators of the county of 
Alleghany and the Republican repudiators of 
the Republican city of Pittsburg. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 


I desire to ask a single 


: || question of my colleague [Mr. Woopwarp] in 
court to state why they did not levy the neces- | i y gue | 


relation to repudiation in Alleghany county. 
Mr. FITCH. I will yield for that purpose. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. I want my colleague to 
do justice to the people of Pittsburg and Alle- 
| ghany by saying that it was not a part repudi- 
ation but that both parties were divided on the 

| question ;, that candidates were run in favor of 
repudiation, and that some of both parties voted 
for them, and that others of both parties voted 
against them. 

Mr. WOODWARD. To a great extent that 
| was the fact. Our friend, General Moorhead, 
who was a member of the last Congress, could 
not get elected to Congress until he turned 
repudiator and ran upon the repudiation ticket. 
It was necessary for him to stump the county 
as a repudiator before he could secure his 
election. 

Mr. FITCH. I yield for a moment to the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 
after the remarkable speech to which this com- 
mittee has just listened, and the denunciations 
of its doctrines by so many members of his 
own party, it seems to me a proper and fitting 
moment to set the seal of our condemnation 
upon this and all such propositions. I there- 
fore ask that the Committee of the Whole do 
now rise and report to the House for immediate 
action the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the proposition, direct or indirect, 
to repudiate any portion of the debt of the United 
States is unworthy the honor and good name of the 
nation, and that this House, without distinction of 


party, hereby sets the seal of its condemnation upon 
any and all such propositions. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The com- 
mittee has no power to make such an order as 
that suggested by the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. It can be done 
by unanimous consent. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection. 

Mr. BURR. Unless the resolution is to be 
considered open to amendment I object. 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I believe I have 

the right to offer this resolution in committee. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Was it not 
agreed by order of the House that no further 
business should be done to-day, either in Com- 
mittee of the Whole or in the House? 

Several MembBers. Oh, no. 

Mr. SHANKS. I think these proceedings 
| are adding more importance to the speech of 
| the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Muncen] than 
| he could possibly have given it himself. 
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Mr. FITCH. 1 yield thirty seconds to the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Morean, } 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Chairman, will the 
gentleman from Nevada [Mr. Frren] yield me 
the floor for five minutes? 

Mr. FITCH. I cannot. 

Mr. MORGAN. Willthe gentleman yield 
to me for one minute? 

Mr. FITCH. No; I cannot yield further. 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the gentleman yield 
to me for thirty seconds? 

Mr. FITCH. Yes, sir; but for no longer. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then, sir, in that thirty 
seconds I will conclusively prove that the 
Republican party of the United States stands 
irrevocably pledged to the doctrine of repudi 
ation. In the very midst of the late war, dur 
ing a period when the Republican party had 
control of the legislation of every State adher 
ing to the Union, by solemn legislative enact 
ment every adhering State repudiated one half 
of the interest on their State debts; for which 
they were bound to pay the interest in gold, they 
paid it in greenbacks, when, in consequence of 
their maladministration of our public affairs, 
greenbacks were only worth fifty cents on the 
dollar. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Massachusett 
did not. She paid her interest in gold. 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, she was the single 
exception; but Ohio, our own state, by the 
action of its Republican Legislature did repu 
diate by paying only one half of the interest 
due on her debt. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Yes; unhappily, 
Ohio did. 

Mr. COX. New York did not repudiate the 
interest on her debt. 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir, New York did 
and that, too, by the action of her Republican 
Legislature. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The Demo 
cratic party of New York did not repudiate. 

Mr. COX. In New York the Democratic 
party, with Seymour as governor, paid the in 
terest in gold ; but the Republican Legislature 
afterward paid it in paper. 

Mr. MORGAN. I spoke of the State and 
the action of its Republican Legislature, and 
not of the Democratic party. Then, sir, let it 
not be denied that the Republican party in 
every State of the Union stands committed to 
the doctrine of repudiation. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Willthe gentleman from 
Nevada yield to me? 

Mr. FITCH. I cannot yield further. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Nevada declines to yield further. 

Mr. FITCH. Mr. Chairman, before pro 
ceeding to a discussion of the subject on which 
I was about to address the House let me say 
that it affords me great pleasure to have had 
it in my power to give the exponents of th 
Democratic party of the country an opportu- 
nity to come to confession. I trust the senti- 
ments elicited will have a beneficial effect upon 
the finances of the country, and hope they will 
work no injury even to the Democratic party. 

Mr. Chairman, it will not be questioned that 
the political existence of the republic of Cuba 
cual be promoted by its admission to belliger- 
ent rights and possibly secured by a recognition 
of independence at the hands of the Govern. 
ment of the United States. It will not be 
doubted that most of the members of this House 
desire that the people of that island may achieve 
the liberties they seek. I hope it is not assum 
ing too much to say that should this sentiment 
of sympathy for Cuba find expression in the 
passage of resolutions or other appropriate 
action by both Houses of Congress, the Ad- 
ministration, notwithstanding its recent atti- 
tude, as expressed in the message of President 
Grant, will feel authorized, if not directed, to 
recognize at least the belligerency and possi- 
bly the independence of Cuba. 

Of the leading objections to such action by 
the Government in behalf of Cuba | now pur- 
pose to speak. Gentlemen will perhaps par- 
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lon me if I first dwell for a moment upon the 
very great benefits the recognition of Cuban 
ndependence would bring primarily to Cuba 
and ultimately to ourselves. It would prob- 
ably secure and make certain the half-accom- 
plished project of Cuban nationality. It would 
doubtless unloose altogether the dubious end 
uncertain grasp of the dubious and uncertain 
Government of Spain upon the throat of its 
truggling colony. It would at least place Spain 
and Cuba upon an equality with our ship-build- 
ers, musket manufacturers, and United States 
marshals; and we should no longer be subject 
to the pending humiliation of beholding foreign 
war vessels sail unquestioned and unchallenged 
ly the officers of our Government out of Amer- 
ican ports to aid in subverting the liberty of a 
neighboring people with whose cause we warmly 
ympathize. Then Spanish and Cuban expe- 
ditions might proceed to sea together or remain 
in port together unmolested. And when Cuba 
hould have gained her independence by such 
aid as might be legitimately given to her, and 
as doubtless would be given to her, by Amer- 
ican citizens, were she an acknowledged Power, 
there would come to us through ties of sym- 
pathy and gratitude and by the natural course 
of channels now obstructed, the rich commerce 
of as fair a domain as ever reflected the smile 
of tropic skies. 

Vossibly we should have more than this. 
Perhaps we should possess by the generous 
suffrages of a people whom we had helped to 
liberty the right of ownership of ‘‘ that tongue 
in the Gulf of Mexico which can dictate com- 
mercial laws to the Caribbean sea’’—the right 
to flaunt a banner of thirty-eight stars in the 


face of the equator, and to count among the | 
brightest of the constellation the planet which 


would symbolize the island State. 

Now, sir, against results so desirable, results 
to be greatly advanced if not certainly procured 
through appropriate action by Congress, there 
exist but three leading objections, noneof which 
seem to me forcible enough to influence the 
action of this Government, and all of which 
combined are, in my opinion~and I speak it 
with due respect for the high source from which 
some of them emanate—inadequate to sustain 
the cause in whose behalf they are invoked. 
‘The objections are these: it is said that the 
republic of Cuba has not yet reached that con- 
dition of national existence which under the 
laws of nations justifies us in recognizing her 
belligerence, much less her independence, It 
is claimed that recognition by us would be an 
act of bad faith toward and aggression upon 
the Government of Spain. It is urged that by 
such recognition we would entail consequences 
and concede doctrines which would greatly 
embarrass the settlement of what is known as 
the Alabama claims. 

1 will endeavor, Mr. Chairman, to answer 
these objections in the order in which | have 
stated them, First, then, let me say that I 
have searched in vain through the works of 
tandard writers on international law for an 
authoritative statement of what is and what is 
nota condition of belligerence. ‘That belliger- 
ence is a question of fact to be determined by 
the evidence is announced by a distingaished 


statesman at the other end of the Capitol, and | 


is the doctrine generally held by writers on 
international law; but the amount of evidence 
needed, the character of evidence admissible, 
the nature of the evidence required, the quality 
and quantity of the minor, probative facts, so 
to speak, necessary to sustain the ultimate fact 
of belligerence, are left matters of conjecture. 
We are given, indeed, by the same high author- 
ity a list of failures to achieve belligerence, but 
the particulars in which the cases cited failed 
or fell short of that condition are not given, 
and, indeed, could not be given, for there exists 
no certain, no definite, no universal rule on the 
subject. After all has been said that can be 
said the question of belligerence is a question 
that must be left to the jadgment and con- 
science of the nation passing upon it, and it is 


a question which, in my opinion, should be 
determined quite as much by its external rela- 
tions as by the intrinsic facts. 

This absence of authority, this paucity of 
European precedent on this question of bel- 
ligerence, is doubtless due to the fact that all 
the wars of Europe have been struggles between 
sovereigns for balances of power, or for com- 
mercial advantages, or for territory claimed 
by both, or to overturn existing Governments, 
or for the purpose of religious propagandism, 
or from undisguised lust of empire. 

On a few occasions there have been efforts to 
recover, to recreate, to reéstablish lost nation- 
alities; but in no instance that I recall in the 
history of modern Europe has there been a 
serious endeavor to establish by force of arms 
a new nation out of a portion of an old one. 
We must turn to new-world history for what- 
ever there is of precedent. And onevery page 
of that brief but mighty volume we can find 
examples to justify and reasons to induce our 
recognition of the independence as well as the 
mere belligerence of the republic of Cuba. 

Sir, the people of that nationality have been 
in arms for over a year. ‘hey have kept forces 
in the field. They have captured and held 


towns. Destitute, perhaps, of sea-ports, they yet | 


have access to the sea through an unblockaded 
coast line. ‘They have a civil government or- 
ganized, in operation, and exercising actual 
jurisdiction over a considerable extent of coun- 
try. hey had until recently the nucleus of a 
navy. ‘Their flag floats over a large portion 
of western Cuba. ‘They have a capital and a 
legislature. ‘hey have brave hearts and strong 


armsamongthem from ourown land. They have | 


inscribed upon their banners and written in their 
organic law those maxims of justice and equal 


rights without which no nation can permanently | 


endure, and with which no nation can long be 
subdued. Themselves are imbued with that 
spirit of sacrifice, that spirit of devotion, that 
spirit of love of liberty which are their choicest 
possessions. And not all the army Spain has 
sent against them has been able to subdue the 
patriots or gain any considerable advantage 
over them except in the Spanish dispatches, 
where the grandiloquence of pronunciamento 
is substituted for the record of victory. 

The republic of Cuba has almost as much of 
a national existence as we had when France 
recognized our independence—more than the 
Juarez government possessed when Maxi- 
milian reigned in Mexico, when, although the 
Mexican empire alone was recognized by the 
KSuropean Powers, Mr. Lincoln’s administra- 
tion still maintained diplomatic relations with 
the republic only—and very much more in du- 
ration and possibilities of duration than the 
confederate States had when England and 


l‘rance made indecent haste to recognize their 


independence, and Spain allowed their priva- 
teers to enter and depart from her ports with- 
out interference. 

And what, sir, if the republic of Cuba had 
less than all these? What if this child of lib- 
erty were yet unborn? What if she were but 
now animated with the throb of incipient life? 
What if it rests with us to withhold the mur- 
derous hand that would strangle the young 
republie ere yet the first ery of victory over 
travail disturbs the anxious hush by her waiting 
cradle? Shall we hesitate? Shall we fear? 
Shall we fail to act lest we violate a friendship 
with Spain we should need diligent search to 
find or run counter to maxims of public law 
which we had no hand in making. Sir, public 
law, like every other science, should be pro- 
gressive. We have made advances in juris- 
prudence based on a recognition of new con- 
ditions of society. 
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We have made progress in | 


social science and in the art of governing | 


which our grandfathers would have regarded 
as utopian and dangerous. Shall we stand still 
only in the making and construction of laws 
that govern our relations with other countries ? 
Is this cobwebbed bugbear which we call the 
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ing ourselves of advantages which events are 
placing within our grasp and humanity js o» 
ing upon us to secure? : ce 
Now that we may gain Cuba, not by the * }y,, 
caneer’s bargain ’’ expressed in an Ostend ma, 


ifesto, but by the free voice of afree people ; », 
by helping slavery, but by aiding freedom: 
at the cost ofa hundred millions, but without +)... 
expenditure of a single dollar of the pub; 
money—shall we, I say, fail to act because w. 
are not quite sure that Spain will fail to ery: 
the patriots, or because we are not quite 
tain that such action on our part will find 
tification in some musty work on internationg 
law, in the pages of Grotius for instance, w),,, 
two centuriesago compiled and speculated upoy, 
the maxims of Roman jurisprudence; or 9; 
Puffendortf, who speculated on Grotius ; oy 9: 
Vattel, who a hundred years later speculated 
on both? 

When, sir, has this law of nations been q 
rule of action with the Powers that quote jt 
when it operates against the interests of those 
powers? Howlong did De Jure Belli et Pacis, 
the great work of Grotius, keep the hungry 
grasp of the Unholy Alliance from the deai 
body of Poland? How long did the theories 
of Vattel prevent the British East India Com. 
pany from overrunning Hindostan? Was it the 
pages of Puffendorf or the inaugural address 
of Jefferson Davis, the law of nations or the in- 
terests of Liverpool ship-owners, that were most 
attentively consulted when Napoleon shipped 
his land piratesto Mexico and England sent the 
Shenandoah forth to light the Arctic ocean 
with our burning whalers? How long would 
ISngland hesitate to-day to recognize the bel. 
ligerence or the independence of the people of 

‘gypt if they should revolt against the Sultan 
or his Viceroy, and hint at placing their terri- 
tory, with the control of the Suez canal, under 
British dominion ? 

Sir, the great Powers of Europe have never 
been eager to consult this law of nations when 
they could find in it no justification and no 
excuse for their schemes of acquisition and 
conquest. ‘They have always molded and con 
strued the public law to suit themselves. ‘They 
have held it toward us as a one-sided rule, a 
sort of Flora Mcl‘limsey promise to marry : 

‘A kind of engagement, you see, 

That is binding on you but not binding on me.” 

What do we need to convince us that there 
is a republic of Cuba? Shall we wait unti| 
rance and England, and even Spain herself, 
anticipate us in recognition and so take from 
us the prize of Cuban commerce and the possi 
bility of Cuban acquisition? Shall we turn 
coldly from this gulf stream of desire for lib- 
erty and union that comes up from the south- 
ern sea bearing the promise of empire upon its 
swelling tide? Sir, not by the dim uncertain 
lanterns of European precedent, not by the 
sputtering candles of European logic, should 
we read the great book of destiny which is 
spread before us. If in the light of precedents 
furnished by ourselves and by others upon this 
continent, if in the greater light of our own 
exigencies and responsibilities there exist sutli 
cient facts to justify us in the eyes of civilized 
mankind in recognizing Cuba, why not make 
such recognition at once? And if there bea 
doubt give liberty the benefit of that doubt. 

Guided and governed by an enlightened, by 
a fearless, by a free, by a progressive, by an 
American policy, it should require less ev! 
dence to convince us that Cuba has reached a 
state of belligerence or achieved a condition 
ofindependence than would be required to come 
to a similar conviction with regard to avy 
European people who might engage in a like 
struggle. We are the leading Power in this 
western hemisphere. ‘I'o us other and weaker 
nations naturally look for counsel and assist- 
ance. We have given the most signal proofs 0! 
the ability of a free people to maintain a repub- 
lican form of government. Liberty emerges 
here victorious from domestic as well as for: 


law of nations to affright us forever from avail- || eign strife. In other lands sovereigns are fug!- 
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ves from their dominions, and kingdoms vi- 
pate between anarchy and despotism. Liberty 
sjoneisstableand powerful; **the soil she guards 
alone escapes the earthquake.’’ Have we, then, 
<9 favored by fortune, so signally blessed by 
Omniscience, so rich in recollections, so mighty 
in promise nO responsibility to others in this 
western hemisphere who are subject, as we 
onee were, to the tyrannical exactions and 
jwarfing legislation of a European monarchy, 
and who are struggling, as we once struggled, 
for independence? 

Sir, if the people of Cuba, driven by over- 


weening armies to the fastnesses of their , 


mountains, fighting like Spartacus on bended 
knees, battling through all the long night with 
privation and despair, looking to us for the 
spell which shall unlock their prison doors, 
waiting for the mailed arm of American recog- 
nition to reach down through the clouds and 
wrench the sword from the red hand of the 
oppressor—if that people shall fail of our aid, 
and fail in their righteous purpose; if ‘‘in 
come disastrous battle their liberties shall 
be cloven down;’’ if the patriots of Cuba 


shall be conquered by being extirpated, if the | 


light of republican freedom shall go out for- 
ever from their horizon, we shall not answer 
the demands of the God of nations by say- 
ing, ‘Am I my brother’s keeper.’’ We shall 
not satisfy with quotations from writers on 
international law, forty millions of people out- 
side of this Chamber who know that our growth 


and our glory and our advancement will all go 


forward with the emancipation of Cuba. 

But, sir, if we meet the just expectations of 
the people; if we fitly answer the demands 
of patriots; if Cespedes and his gallant fol- 
lowers who this dayrisk life, fortune, and fame 
upon the fate of their land, shall be encour- 


aged by us to ‘‘ stand fast and stand sure’’ on | 
their vantage-ground until succor shall arrive; 


if it be understood that no hand of power 
will stay those who would help Cuba; then, sir, 
from the hour it is known that such is the atti- 
\ude of the United States of America the power 


inthe flames. Not all the armies which her 
subjects can supply, not all the forces which 
her Cortes may vote, not all the gun-boats her 
gold can purchase, will avail to stop the armed 
myriads who will flock from friendly shores to 
the relief of the beleaguered patriots, and who 
will join the recruited, conquering, advancing 


hosts of free, republican Cuba which will march | 


toward the rising sun until the lone star floats 
over the battlements of El Moro and liberty 
reigns triumphant from Havana to Baracoa. 


With these possibilities before us can gen- | 


tlemen excuse or justify to their constituents, 
can the administration of General Grant ex- 
cuse or justify to the country, a policy of inac- 
tion or of vacillation or procrastination on the 
ground that we cannot otherwise act without 
bad faith toward the Government of Spain? 
What, it will be asked, do we owe to the Gov- 
ernment of Spain that we should suppress a 
single song for freedom or check the force of 
a single blow for liberty on her account? Are 
we embarassed by emotions of gratitude and 
love toward her? What ships bearing her ban- 
ner or what soldiers wearing her uniform 
assisted our fathers in the war of the Revolu- 
tion? Not all the friendship that we felt, not 
all the memories of regard that we entertained 
toward the France of La Fayette, nor all the 
environments of civil war, were permitted to 
interfere with the menacing demand of Mr. 
Lincoln’s administration that the troops of 
Napoleon should not continue longer to occupy 
the soil of Mexico. And shall our ancient 
enemy be granted a consideration denied to 
our ancient ally? 

_ Are we indebted to the Government of Spain 
lor neutrality during our late civil war? Why, 
sit, confederate war vessels sailed in and out 
ot her ports without molestation. And if such 
vessels were not fitted out in her ports, it was 
because doubtless her merchants had no suit- 
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crushed with tyranny. 


able ships of war to sell, or her Government 


munitions of war to spare. 

Let the long lists of her insults and out- 
rages, which seem to have been forgotten in the 
rush of weightier matters, answer the extent of 
our obligations to Spain. American vessels 
have been fired upon or seized whenever a 
Spanish naval officer became mad with the idea 
that to the flag of his country alone attached 
the right of undisturbed locomotion through 
the Caribbean seas. Our mails have been 
rifled of their contents to please the offended 
dignity of Spanish officials. Our mail steamers 
have been refused the right to land because 
their officers were obnoxious to Spanish dig- 
nitaries. Our American seamen have been 
taken from American vessels and thrown into 
Spanish jails, and American citizens have been 
robbed and ill-treated from the time of the 
tyrant Tacon down to the present day. Such 
are the friendly offices we have received from 
Spain. 


Are we under obligations to the Government 


of Spain for policies or ideas which have any- 
where advanced the freedom or the happiness 
of mankind? Her rule, sir, has been a rule 
of bigotry, despotism, and decay from Philip 
to Isabella, from Cortez to the last captain 
general of Cuba. The marks of her iron hand 
and her iron heel are visible alike in the squalor, 
the degradation, the moral decrepitude of her 
own people, and in the blood-soaked ashes of 
Cuban towns and haciendas. Even when her 
argosies whitened every sea from Gibraltar to 
the further Indies, and the helmets of her knights 
glittered from the Mediterranean to the Zuy Jer 
Zee, her people were steeped in poverty and 
Whether under Bour- 
bon or revolutionist, whether under Isabella or 
Prim, whether swayed by cruel priestcraft or 
given up to unbridled license, the half civiliza- 
tion of the Spanish grandee, the bigoted, 
tyrannical nature of the Spanish ruler, seems 
ever the same. ‘The cruelties his ancestors 
perpetrated upon the people of the Netherlands 


| inthe sacred name of religion are repeated upon 
of Spain over her colony will shrivel like a scroll | 


the Cubansin the name of the Government that 
has risen to power upon the ashes of the 
Inquisition and the ruins of a Bourbon throne. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| As he was in the days of Cervantes, so he is | 
| now, when a Spanish editor upon American soil 


repeats in the columns of Ei Cronista the antics 
and the absurdites of Don Quixote. 

[ speak of the Government of Spain? What 
is the Government of Spain? Is it kingdom 
or republic—the dominance of a marshal or 
the sway of acabal? Where is the Govern- 
ment of Spain? Dwells it in exiled Isabella 
at Paris, or with Serrano or Prim at Madrid, or 


goes it with the embassadors who are search- | 


ing the royal nurseries of Europe for an eligi- 
ble candidate for the Spanish throne? I will 


| not imagine, Mr. Chairmaf, that the cry of 


‘*good faith to Spain’’ is coined to cover 
apprehensions indulged in as to the possible 
warlike attitude of Spain in case we recognize 
Cuba; [ will not consider for a moment in 
this presence the vaporings of those agents of 
Spanish interests who speak of a war for which 
Spain could find neither legitimate excuse nor 
adequate means. I should be filled with regret 
for my country if I thought any gentleman on 
this floor represented a constituency so desti- 
tute of courage or public virtue as to require 


him to oppose measures which his judgment 


and conscience approved, on the ground that 
the passage of those measures would bring 


| upon us the weighty wrath of Spanish diplo- 
| mats or the dire calamity of Spanish war. 


I have no apprehensions of such a war. 
And if such, indeed, were possible, why the 


| mightiest war that Spain could make would 
| be but pastime for our regular Army and a 


| tains. 


skirmishing bout for the least of our great cap- 
{ see all about me on this floor gentl»- 


| men from the Kast and the West; gentlemen 


distinguished in other walks of kfe than this ; 


| gentlemen whose hands are not unused to the 
| touch of a sword-hilt, any one of whom could 


_ negroes freedom as well as their own. 


| time. 
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raise troops enough in his own district to meet 
all the forces that Spain could land on our soil, 
and by any one of whom the task of sweeping 
Cuba clean of Spanish troops would be effect- 
ually and promptly performed. 

Mr. Chairman, let us not cease to remember 
in the discussion of this question that the Span- 
ish forces and the Spanish Government seek 
to perpetuate slavery as well as their own rule 
upon the island, while the Cubans fight for the 
Let 
us not forget that fact, nor think it unbetitting 
this nation to assist a people who are engaged 
in wiping out the last vestige of human slavery 
from this continent and the adjacent islands. 

Mr. Chairman, the last objection made to 
the recognition of Cuban independence, or even 
the admission of Cuba to belligerent rights, is 
perhaps the most difficult to overcome at this 
Doubtless it hampers and obstructs the 
Administration; doubtless it impresses the 
stamp of hesitancy upon that which would other- 
wise be done quickly and without hesitation. 
Certainly it presents a large obstacle in the 
path wherein our duty and our destiny I believe 
alike call us to march; and yet this obstacle 
known as the Alabama claims is, perhaps, not 
so very serious after all. Let us consider for 
a moment how it came that there are Alabama 
claims, and if there may not be some better 
and wiser course left for us to pursue than to 
tie our hands now, as a sort of dignified and 
gentlemanly rebuke to England for having 
refused to tie her hands eight yearsago. When 
the war bro‘: out, or rather after it had pro- 
gressed avery short time, England and I'rance 
accorded belligerent rights tothe confederacy, 
and thereby excited the indignation, nay, the 
anger, of the American people; and when 
vessels were fitted out in British ports, 
constructed with British money, armed and 


| equipped there and manned with British sea- 


men, and sent forth to prey upon American 
commerce, we were not illogical in supposing 
that they were essentially British vessels, not- 
withstanding the presence of confederate flags 
at their peaks. When two hundred and ninety 


| merchants and ship-owners of Liverpool con 


tributed among themselves the money to build, 
equip, and arm the Alabama we had the right to 
suppose that it was done with the connivance 


| of the British Government witha view to render 


American vessels unsafe mediums of trans 
portation, and so of increasing the carrying 
trade of British vessels. Why, sir, assisting to 
fit out confederate war ships was as much a 
part of the business expenses of the British 
ship-owner of 1861, 1862, 1863, and 1864 as the 
construction or repairs of his own vessels. It 
was a shrewd, safe, and ex-editious way in 
which to cripple and destroy .he commerce of 
a rival, and it was remarkably successful. As 
a matter of investment England could afford 
to send out the Alabama, even though her 
rulers might think that in the end she would 
be called upon to pay the full value of the 
American ships and cargoes which were de- 
stroyed. Because, sir, it was not tangible 
property alone that ascended to the clouds in 
the smoke and flames of burning vessels. ‘The 
rates of insurance on American bottoms and 
goods transported therein, the ability to com- 
pete with British ship-owners, the good will of 
the carrying trade of the world, all went up in 
the column of flame; and while, perhaps, 
twelve or fifteen million dollars’ worth of visi- 
ble property was thus destroyed, the news of 
its lealendiee transferred possibly hundreds 
of million’s worth of freight to English vessels, 
condemned American merchantmen to rot at 
the wharves, and wrested from us the best par 

of a commerce which then stretched its scep 

ter over every sea. 

When the war was over it was natural that 
the American people, smarting under 4 sense 
of injury inflieted upon our merchant marine by 
British cruisers under the confederate flag—i 
was natural that they should seek some repara- 
tion, some atonement from England therefor, 
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‘There was a general conviction in the American 
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mind that our war with the southern confed- | 


eracy had somehow been supplemented by a || 


war with England, a war which was confined | 


to the high seas and in which the loss and dam- 
age were with us exclusively ; and thus it came 
that for the purpose of obtaining atonement, 
reparation, or satisfaction, the Alubama claims 
were prepared and presented and urged upon 
the attention of the British Government, not, 
indeed, with any distinguished success in the 
way of procuring either payment oraconfession 
of indebtedness. Thus it came that the last 
Administration bequeathed to the present one 
the legacy of a claim uncollected, a demand 
unrecognized, a demand worthless so far as 
practical results are concerned, but which, 


nevertheless, raises a lion in the pathway of | 


Cuban recognition and Cuban independence 
to-day, a lion whose roar of ‘ consistency !"’ 
‘*consistency!’’ shakes diplomatic circles from 
center to circumference, and the echo of whose 
voice may even be heard in this Chamber. 
Sir, if we have made a mistake in insisting 
upon this demand at all; if, judging upon a 
purely commercial basis, the precedent is worth 
more than the money claimed ; if the damage 
to the English mercantile marine and the con- 
sequent benefit to American shipowners, which 
may some day come by our adopting the Brit- 
ish interpretation of the word neutrality, is of 
greater value to this nation than the remote 
chance of collecting fifteen or twenty million 
dollars from the British Government, and if 
beyond this the assistance we may lend to 
oppressed and struggling peoples, the help we 
may give to freedom, the aid we may render to 


the growth of republican constitutional liberty | 


by means of this new doctrine which England 
has grafted upon the law of nations, be consid- 
ered, then is it not best now to assume a differ- 


ent attitude, and say to her Majesty’s Govern- | 


ment, in such brief and courteous phrase as 
diplomacy may command, that the United States 
withdraws all its claims for the depredations 
committed upon its commerce by the Alabama 
and kindred vessels; that we accept the new 
law of national comity written with fire on the 
surface of the seas; that we agree that between 
us and Great Britain neutral nations may legit- 
imately equip and man revolutionary navies ; 


that we consent that between us and her Ma- | 


jesty’s Government neutral ports may be legiti- 
mately the dock-yards and arsenals of hostile 
Powers, and that by this doctrine we shall 
henceforth shape our course. 

Why, what better can we do? Do gentlemen 
suppose that by a course of dignified inaction 
we shall succeed in procuring from her Majes- 


ty's Government that material satisfactionwhich | 


has been denied to the diplomacy of Mr. Sew- 
ard and to the eminent social attainments of 
Mr. Reverdy Johnson? Can we hope to coax 
twelve or fifteen million dollars out of the Brit- 
ish treasury by becoming the very Turveydro 
of nations in the matter of deportment ? Wilt 
we, by standing idly by while Cuba is being 
throttled to death, set such an example of Chris- 
tian neutrality that England will no longer hesi- 
tate about paying our bill? Sir, if it were possi- 
ble that such proper behavior on our part would 
be followed by an invitation to draw at sight 
we could still collect nothing but the actual 
value of the ships and cargoes destroyed. 

Our claim against England is not one where 
consequential inquiry could be estimated or 
would be paid. We are restricted by the ad 
damnum of the writ. We could collect no 
payment for vindictive, for consequential, or 
remote or contingent damages; and I believe 
we shall collect nothing at all unless we are 
satisfied with payment in phrases. 


We have but one adequate remedy for the | 


injury inflicted. it is to wait patiently till 
Kngland shall become involved in war with 
another country, and then to recapture our 
commerce by the same means as were used to 
wrest it from us. Occasions will not be want- 
ing as long as Canada continues to grow dis- 





| 





satisfied or Ireland continues to long for in- 
dependence. The Abyssinian war might have 
answered the purpose if King Theodore had 


lived long enough to issue commissions to offi- 


|| cers of his navy. 


Without eulogizing his gen- 
eral character, we may on this account regret 
the untimely decease of that distinguished 
sovereign. 


Cuba a land whose commerce and whose reve- 
nue, either as an independent republic or an 
American State, would be worth to us every 
year treble the sum of the Alabama claims, 
and if the Alabama claims are all that stand in 
| the way of Cuban recognition, I say let us make 
brief work of the Alabama claims. Pay or 
refuse to pay, if you will, the beggared owners 
of American shipping who wait at the doors of 


your Capitol with five years of accumulated | 
interest on their demands; but let us no longer | 


| insist on claims which furnish only a subject 


of ridicule and insult to the British press and | 
a field for the exercise of mild diplomacy and | 


meaningless paragraphs to the British ministry. 

And if it be said that there is a broader view 
of the relations and duties of nations to each 
other than the mere enforcement of the lex 
| talionis ; if it be said that we have no right to 
abandon the Alabama claims or act incon- 


| our recognition of the independence or bel- 
ligerence of Cuba would differ in effect from 
ingland’s recognition of the belligerence of the 
| southern confederacy—differ in motive and 


| effect, as much as it is possible for any two | 


| seemingly similar things to differ. In the one 
case the parties recognized were three thou- 


| sand miles away, not connected with England 


by any peculiar tie and not necessary in any 
wise to the growth, the greatness, or the geo- 


on the other hand, isdivided from us by a narrow 
strait, and isof great importance to us as com- 
manding the ocean entrance to our Gulf States. 


|| The confederate States fought to perpetuate 


slavery; Cubastrivesto obliterate it. Kngland, 
as I said before, recognized the belligerence of 
the confederacy for the purpose of assisting to 
destroy our commerce. Spain has no con- 
siderable commerce, is not our rival for the 
carrying trade of any nation, and it is safe to 
say would not be affected practically in that 
respect by our recognitionof Cuba. And, sir. 
if it is better to be consistent and lose, than 
to be wise and gain, I answer that our recog- 
nition of Cuba upon the principles I have sug- 





gested would not conflict or interfere with our 
pressing the collection of the Alabama claims 
if deemed necessary to do so. I believe that 





even ‘‘the law of nations,’’ which is cited so 
often, permits one nation for good cause shown 
to espouse the cau8e of another, and what better 
cause can be given to civilized mankind than 
that which would induce us to espouse the 
cause of Cuba by the recognition of belliger- 
ence, by the recognition of independence, even 
by the open aid of Army and Navy? 

Why, sir, we have contended for half a cen 
tury for the doctrine that the United States 
would not permit any European nation to es- 
tablish monarchical institutions upon this con- 
tinent against the wishes of the people whose 
liberties were subverted. President Grant has 
reasserted that doctrine in his late message. 
It is only a step further—a logical step—to say 
that the United States will not permit any 
European Government to deny republican in- 
stitutions to any people upon this continent or 
the contiguous islands who may desire their 
establishment. I say we have precedents for 
it under the laws of nations. Why, the inde- 
pendence, the preservation of the nationality of 
Turkey from the onslaughts of the Czar of Rus- 
sia was not half as important to Great Britain 
in any sense as it is to us to secure the inde- 
pendence of Cuba from the unnataral and ob- 
solete dominance of the kingdom or Govern- 
ment of Spain. France had not half as strong 


Sir, we can bring to us by the recognition of | 


sistently with the doctrine upon which the de- | 
mand for their payment is based, then I say | 


graphical security of the British empire ; Cuba, || 
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a reason for aiding Victor Emmanue! ag , 

| have for aiding Cespedes. And yet jot), - 
| those nations involved themselves in blood: 
| Wars for the purpose of preserving what 4} 
| call ‘*the balance of power”’ in Europe. . 
have a right under the laws of nations to ¢, 
much for the purpose of procuring the pro 
balance of power in America. 

Sir, I cannot see how our recognition of (‘y), 
upon the principles [ have endeavored to preser : 
will in any way conflict with our insisting oy t), 
payment of the Alabama claims, and | cayy,, 
see how a continued demand which is met oy) 
by a continued refusal to pay is befitting ty; 
| dignity of a great nation. I believe that afte. 

five years’ delay the Alabama claims hay. 
| reached a condition of ripeness; I believe tha: 
we should either go to war with England ,, 
enforce their payment or else withdraw they 
and avail ourselves of the precedent. ; 
1 am in favor, Mr. Chairman, not of stoppin, 
at belligerence, that ‘‘ half-way house to inde. 
pendence ;’’ but if my wishes were consulted we 
| would recognize the independence of Cuba, | 
| believe that all the evils that could result, pos 
sible war with Spain included, would weigh 
nothing when compared with the great benefits 
to be derived therefrom. If I have looked 
beyond this; if I have looked beyond the burst. 
ing of the bonds that bind Cuba an unwilling 
satrap at the chariot wheels of Spain; if I have 
/ seemed to see her not merely in the garb of ay 
| independent republic, but clothed in the richer 
| garments of an American State ; if I have be 
held her not only as a principality whose wealt\, 
would excite the cupidity and invite the attack: 
of other Powers, but as the southeastern confine 
| of a Republic which stretches through three 
zones and whose shores listen to the wash ot 
three oceans, it is because I expect so much. 
| not from the sword of the filibuster, but from 
the generous, well-grounded confidence ani 
_ love of the people whose freedom, whose ha; 
| piness, whose political salvation we can s 
greatly aid to procure. 
Mr. Chairman, I believe it is the duty of this 
|, Government of the United States not only t 
recognize but to procure and defend the inde 
pendence of the republic of Cuba. If we 
the first our fellow-citizens outside of these 
doors will accomplish the second ; so shall th 
blessings of the enfranchised encompass us 
| soshall the thanks of posterity be due to us 
| [Applause on the floor and in the galleries. | 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, obtained 
the floor, but yielded to 

Mr. WILLARD. Mr. Chairman, I desire | 
call the attention ofthis committee fora momen’ 
| to the subject which has just been so eloquent! 
, discussed by the gentieman from Nevada, | Mr. 
| Frrceu.] Without entering into any debat 
upon it I wish merely to say that it seems to 
me the last part of his speech, where he say 
| that this Government is under no obligation to 
| maintain its consistency, is under no obliga 
tion to stand to the doctrine it has held for the 
last eight or nine years in all its diplomati 
intercourse with Great Britain ; when he say: 
the Government is under no obligation to stand 
to that doctrine, I must dissent from him en- 
tirely. Idissent from him, however, not merely 
because we have taken that ground with Grea! 
Britain, but because it is American ground, 
the ground this Government has stood upon 
from it earliest history, through every admin 
istration from the time of Washington to the 
| present day. 

Inthe correspondence which Minister Adams 
had with Earl Russell in respect to the prema 
ture recognition of the belligerent rights of the 
confederacy he set forth with distinctness and 
_ with clearness and with emphasis the doctrine 
of this Republic in its treatment of all the 1 
surrections from the earliest period of its exist 
ence. He stood on that as the American 
| ground. 

While it may be true that it has been conven: 
| ient for Great Britain to advocate what 1s for 
her interest for the time being, while interna 
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al law is read by her ministers in one way 


tion : : 
and in another way to-morrow, still | 


to-day 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The SPEAKER. 


The resolution is entirely 
in order. 


It is competent for the Committee 


pelieve a careful examination of the precedents }| of the Whole, having under consideration the 


setablished in the early history of this country | 
will show that the American doctrine has been 
»iform from the start, and that we can afford 
-y stand to-day on that doctrine just as Minister 
,dams laid it down in his correspondence with 
Karl Russell. 

~ And let me say further that I do not under- 
stand that any recognition of Cuba would neces- 
sarily interfere with our pressure of the Ala- 

wpa claims. They stand upon the fact, as I 

insider it, that Great Britain allowed the Ala- 

ama to escape from her ports when by her 
ww laws she should have prevented that es- 
pe, Those claims stand upon a ground sepa- 
rate entirely from the premature recognition of 
helligerent rights of the confederacy. Behind 
all oot Alabama claims is the American doc- 
rrine stil, and if we are ready to-day, in favor 
of some filibustering movement, to abandon 
this doctrine, if we start out upon this career 
yf espousing the cause of every insurrection 
that may lift its head against any established 
(jovernment, it may perhaps be as well to 

gin with Cuba as with any other. 

But 1 conceive that this movement in favor 
of the recognition of the belligerency or inde- 

ndence of Cuba does not spring from any 
idea that our doctrine has been wrong hitherto, 
but it is inspired rather by a desire to grasp 
that island. Still 1 would maintain in our 
relations with Spain the same high tone, the 
same American doctrine that we maintain in 
our relations with England. I would not say, 
because Spain is a weak Power, that we will 
do with her what we would not do with Great 
Britain. I would not say in the case of the 
island of Cuba what I would not say if Jamaica 
were in insurrection to-day; and ifthe island of 
Jamaica were to-day in the same state of insur- 
rection that prevails in the island of Cuba I do 
not think any gentleman on this floor would 
ask that belligerent rights might be accorded 
to the insurrection or that the independence of 
Jamaica might be acknowledged. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, resumed 
the floor. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Lask the gen- 
tleman to yield to me that I may offer the reso- 
lution which was read at the desk some time ago. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I yield to 
the gentleman for that purpose. 


REPUDIATION OF THE NATIONAL DEBT. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The resolution 
which I wish to offer is as follows: 

Resolved, That the proposition, direct or indirect, 
torepudiate any portion of the debt of the United 
States is unworthy ofthe honor andgood name of the 
nation, and that this House, without distinction of 
party, hereby sets its seal of condemnation upon any 
and all such propositions. 

I ask unanimous consent that this resolution 
be agreed to by the committee, and that the 
Chairman be directed to report 1% to the House | 
with a recommendation that it be adopted. 

fhe CHAIRMAN. Ifthere be no objection 
that order wiil be made. 

[here was no objection. 
Mr. DAWES. [ move that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, Mr. ALLISON re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, having had under con- 
sideration the Union generally, and particu- 
larly the annual message of the President of 
the United States, had directed him to report 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the proposition, direct or indirect, 
to repudiate any portion of the debt of the United 
States is unworthy of the honor and good name of the 
nation, and that this House, without distinction of 


party, hereby sets its seal of condemnation upon any 
and all such propositions. 


_ Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. On this resolu- 
tion I call the previous question. 
_ Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, | 
18 It too late to object to the resolution ? | 


President’s message, to make any report which 
the majority of the committee may indicate, 


| and on the rising of the committee such report 


comes immediately before the House for its 
action. 

Mr. DAWES. I desire to state that after 
this question is disposed of I propose to move 
that we rescind the vote by which the House 
agreed to adjourn over from to-day until Mon- 
day. I understand that several gentlemen de- 
sire to make speeches in Committee of the 
Whole which they would be glad to make to- 
morrow. It is not contemplated by my prop- 
osition that any legislative business shall be 
transacted to-morrow. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I believe that after the 
vote upon adjourning over there was a motion 
to reconsider; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. DAWES. Imakethe proposition at the 
suggestion of others. The matter makes no 
difference to me personally. The object is to 
give those who desire it an opportunity to ad- 
dress the House to-morrow. I give this notice 
so that gentlemen who desire to vote on the 
question may remain. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. 1 desire to ask 
the gentleman from Ohio whether he insists 
upon calling the previous question upon this 
resolution ? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. IL rise to a point of 
order. I submit the question whetherthe Com- 
mittee of the Whole by reporting this resolu- 
tion to the House disposes of the President’ s 
message? 

The SPEAKER. Notatall. This may be 
considered in the nature of a partial report. 
The action of the Committee of the Whole on 
the President’s message may not be exhausted 
after hundreds of such reports. The Com- 
mittee of the Whole have not reported back 
the President’s message, but merely report that 
they have come tothis resolutionthereon. The 
President’s message may be the foundation of 
any number of reports from the Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. DAWES. I would like to ask whether 
there is any objection to voting on this reso- 
lution? 

The previous question was seconded ; there 
being—ayes ninety-seven, noes not counted. 

The main question was ordered; which was 
upon agreeing to the resolution. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I demand the 
yeas and nays on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Is it in order 
to move that the resolution be laid upon the 
table ? 

| The SPEAKER. It is. 

| Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Then I make that 
| motion, and on it demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
let me suggest that we have only about half a 


|| House present, as a great many gentlemen have 


gone home. If the vote be taken now the gen- 

| tleman will not have that full expression which 
he desires ; he will only have a half vote instead 
of a full one. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Suppose the House should 
adjourn on the resolution of the gentleman 
from Ohio, would it be the first thing in ord 
when we next meet? 


The SPEAKER. It would. 


| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do not car 


| for the yeas and nays on the resolution. 

Mr. DICKEY. Is it in order to move to 
| adjourn ? 
The SPEAKER. It is. 
| Mr. SCOFIELD. In order that we may 
| have a full vote on this resolution I move that 
| the House do now adjourn. 


Mr. DICKEY. Let us first have the yeas 
and nays ordered. 


_ never shall be. 
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Mr. SCOFIELD. I withdraw the motion to 
adjourn for that purpose. 

Che yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. RANDALL. I object to that. 
take the vote on the resolution now. 

Mr. DAWES. I ask unanimous consent to 
rescind the vote adjourning over until Monday 
next, so that we may meet to-morrow for debate 
alone 

Objection was made. 

‘The House refused to adjourn. 

The question was then taken on the adop 
tion of Mr. GarrreLp’s resolution; and it was 
decided in the aflirmative—yeas 124, nays 1 
not voting 86 ; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Allison, Ambler, Ames, 
Archer, Armstrong, Arnell, Asper, Barnum, Beatty, 
Blair, Boles, Boyd, George M. Brooks, James 
Brooks, Buffinton, Burchard, Cessna, Churchill, 
Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Cox, Crebs 
Davis, Dawes, Dickey, Dixon, Donley, Dox, Duval, 
Dyer, Ela, Sigridge. Farnsworth, Ferriss, Finkeln 
burg, Fisher, Fitch, Garfield, Getz, Gilfillan, Halde 
man, Hambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, Hawley, Hay. 
Heaton, Hill, Hoar, Holman, Hooper, Hotchkiss, 
Ingersoll, Jenckes, Alexander Il, Jones, Julian, 
Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kerr, Ketcham, Knapp, 
Laflin, Lawrence, Lynch, Mayham, Maynard, Me 
Carthy, McCormick, McGrew, Mercur, Jesse i 
Moore, William Moore, Myers, Niblack, O'Neill 
Orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, Palmer, Phely 
Poland, Pomeroy, Potter, Randall, Sanford, Sar- 
gent, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, Slocum, 
John A. Smith, William J.Smith, Worthington ¢ 
Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, Ste 
venson, Stiles, Strong, Swann, Taffe, Tanner, ‘Til! 
man, ‘Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Van_ Horn, Ward 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, William B. Washbur: 
Welker, Whittemore, Wilkinson, W illard, Williams, 
Eugene M. Wilson, John T. Wilson, Witcher, and 
W ou iward— 124, 

NAYS—Mr. Thomas L. Jones . 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Axtell, Bailey, Bank 
Beaman, Beck, Benjamin, Bennett, Benton, Biggs, 
Bingham, Bird, Bowen, Buck, Buckley, Burdett, 
Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, 
Cake, Calkin, Cleveland, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, 
Cowles, Cullom, Deweese, Dickinson, Dockery, Fer 
ry, Fox, Golladay, Greene, Griswold, Haight, Hale, 
Hamilton, Hays. Heflin, Hoag, Hoge, Hopkins, 
Johnson, Judd, Knott, Lash, Logan, Loughridge. 
Marshall, McCrary, MeNeely, Eliakim H. Moore 
Morgan, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Mor 
rissey, Mungen, Negley, Peters, Prosser, Reading 
Reeves, Rice, Rogers. Roots, Schumaker, Lionel “ 
Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, Joseph 8. Smit 
Stokes, Stone, Stoughton, Strader, Strickland 
Sweeney, Townsend, Trimble, Van Auken, \ 
Trump, Voorhees, Wells, Wheeler, Winans, Win 
chester, and Wood—85. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

During the vote, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE said: Mr. Speaker, I wish 
to withdraw my vote, as I understand this isa 
vote of censure on my friend from Ohio, [ Mr. 
MuUNGEN. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. No, sir; 
is no personal reference in it at all. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I did not so under 
stand the resolution as my friend suggests. _ 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I understand that it 
charges the gentleman as being unworthy, o: 
that the speech was unworthy of the gentle 
man. Although I do not agree in all that h« 
said, still I believe that he had a perfect right 
to make that speech. 

Mr. WOODWARD. 
tion be again read. 

The resolution was again read. . 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. There is noth- 
ing personal in that resolution. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
intention to censure anybody. 

Mr. LYNCH stated that his colleague, [ Mr. 
Perers,} who was unavoidably absent, would, 
if present, vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I ask for the 
privilege of making a single statement before 
the vote is announced. 

here was no objection. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I desire to sa; 
lest my vote be misunderstood, that | am not 
nowin favorof repudiation and probably never 
shall be. ; 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Probably! 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. And probably 
I may be in a certain contin- 


If the alternative shall ever be pre- 


Let us 


1 


there 


| ask that the resolu 


It is not our 


gency. 
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sented to me of voting that that part of this 
bonded debt not specified to be paid in gold, 
shall be paid in gold, or of voting for repudia- 
tion, 1 would then go for repudiation. I am 
not now for repudiation, and I would not have 
said this at this time if I did not consider that 
the resolution was not proper to be passed at 
this time and my vote may be misunderstood 
and misconstrued. I have voted in the neg- 
ative, and I still maintain that vote. 

The vote was then announced as above 
recorded, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I ask the indulgence of 
the House to say a word as to my vote on the 
resolution just adopted. 

Mr. ARNELL. I object. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. TI hope the gentleman 
will allow me to make a very brief « xplanation ; 
I wish to say just one word. 

Mr. ARNELL. I withdraw the objection. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I do not wish by any 
vote of mine to pronounce censure on the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. MvuncEN] or any 
other member of this House for the expression 
of their opinions. I believe in the perfect 
freedom of debate. I believe he had a right 
to make the speeeh he did if he was so con- 
vinced, and it was for that reason | hesitated 
about having my vote recorded for the resolu- 
tion. But | am not a repudiator, and never 
expect to be one; I pay my debts as far as I 
can, and think the nation should do the same. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the President of 
the United States was presented by Mr. Horace 
Porter, his Private Secretary. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. GormaM, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that that body had passed a bill (S. No. 305) 
giving the consent of the United States to the 
erection of a bridge across the Willamette river 
in Oregon, from the city of Portland to the east 
bank of said river ; in which he was directed to 
ask the concurrence of the House. 

FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 

‘he SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the following message from 
the President of the United States. 


lo the House of Representatives ? 


[ transmit a further report from the Secretary of | 


“ile im answer to the resolution of the House of 


Representatives of the 9th instant, making known | 


that official notice has been received at the Depart- 
mentct State of the ratification by the Legislature 
of the State of Alabama of the amendment to the 
Constitution recently proposed by Congress as article 


lilteen. 
U. S. GRANT. 


W ASHINGT« IN, December ] 5, 1869, 


Cheabove message, with accompanying docu- 
iments, was referred to the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, and ordered to be printed. 

PAYMENT OF MEMBERs. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous eonsent, 
lnid before the House the following communi- 
eation: 

Wasurxatron, December 16, 1869, 
sin: The law of 1856 makes it the duty of the 
ergeant-at-Arms to deduct from the pay of mem- 
ers the numer of days which each member is al- 
ut during the session of Congress, exeept when 
‘etnined by the sickness of himself or some member 
of his family, 

That act was undoubtedly intended to apply to 
nermbers of the House who had been qualified and 
‘ulmitted to their seats at the opening of the first 
ession, but its mandatory provisions raise a ques- 
{10n 1M my mind whether 
from the pay of members and Delegates who have 
been elected and taken their seats sinee the com- || 
mencement of the present Congress the number of 
(lays the House was in session previous to their 
ndmission; and as the number so admitted is quite 
large, some twenty in all, [ have thought it advis- 
able to address you this ‘note for the purpose of 
obtaining instructions in regard to my duty in fill- 
ing up thecertificates for the pay ofsuch members ag | 
have been admitted to seats since the commenee- 
ment of the present Congress 

Very respectfully, &e., S. G, ORDWAY, 

Sergeant-at-Arme House oS Le presentatives, 
ilon. James G. Buarye, 
Speaker of the House af Representatives. 


The above communication was referred to | 





| 
} 
| 
| 





ought not to deduct i} 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the Committee on the Judiciary, with instruc 


| tions to the committee to report on the points 


involved. 
LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 
Leaves of absence were granted as follows 


_to Mr. Dockery, Mr. Reabina, and Mr. KEL. | 
LoGG, from the 18th instant till after the holiday | 
| recess; and to Mr. TinLMan and Mr. Strokes, 


| during Monday and Tuesday of next week. 
YRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH, by unanimous con- 

sent, reported from the Committee on the Post 

| Office and Post Roads a bill (H. R. No. 608;) | 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
back to the Committee on the Post Office and 


| Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
ADJOURNMENT TILL MONDAY. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
the House do now adjourn. 
Mr. DAWES. 


| the House agreed to adjourn till Monday. 
Mr. BROOKS. 


| adjourn. 


The question being taken, the motion to ad- | 


Journ was agreed to. 


Accordingly (at four o’clock and thirty min- 


utes p. mn.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC, 


I move that 


I rise to a privileged ques- | 
| tion. I move to reconsider the vote by which 


I insist on the motion to 





By Mr. KELLOGG : The petition of E. Ca; 
rington Bowers, for arrears of Pay as con 
mander in the Navy. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The memorial of 
Thompson, for renewal of patent for im 

machine for folding paper, &c, 

By Mr. LAFLIN: The petition of Mary 
Danahy, of Jefferson county, New York, ;;, 

| & pension. 
| yMr. MAYNARD: The memorial of Jo), 
| Turner, sen., of Union county, Tennessee, pray. 

| ing to be compensated for services as a 

| during the late war. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: The petition of Sarah 
Dick, mother of George H. Dick, late 
| geon in the United States Army, askin 
|| pension. 
| _ By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Mary 
| B. Walker, executrix of the estate of Robert 

J. Walker, praying for the allowance of & claim 
| of her deceased husband against the Govern. 
ment for money expended by him on public 
account. 

Also, the petition and papers of Mrs, Elizabeth 
Culbertson, of Kentucky, praying for the allow. 
| ance of arrears of pension on account of her 
deceased son, James H. Culbertson. 

By Mr. TWICHELL: The petitions of Mary 
J. Pearson, Drusilla Williams, and Josephine 
Donahue, for pensions. 

By Mr. UPSON: The petition of Miles A. 
Beebe and 21 others, letter-carriers at Cleve- 
land, Ohio, post office, for increase of com- 


John 
proved 


& guide 


& Sur- 


g for a 


The following petitions, &c., were presented | pensation. 


| under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


committees: 


By Mr. AXTELL: The petition of W. F. 


Edgar, United States Navy, Hon. W. A. Conn, | on leather an 
| ASneas Quinn, and 100 others, citizens of San 
| Bernardino, California, praying for a post | 
| route and mail service between the cities of 
| San Bernardino and San Diego, via Temascala | 


| and San Jacinto. 


By Mr. BENJAMIN: The petition of Eliz- 


_abeth Capp, praying for a pension. 
By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of A. 


_S. Hallett, of Hyannis, Massachusetts, and 252 
| others, for the repairs of the breakwater in the | 


harbor of Hyannis. 
_ jamin Rhodes and others, citizens of Freeport, 
Illinois, for admission of soda ash, caustic 
soda, sal-soda, and bicarbonate of soda free 
of duty. 
By Rir, CESSNA: The petition of Peter M. 
Barton, guardian of Patrick MeKeown’s minor 
| children, praying for a pension. 


By Mr. COBB, of North Carolina: The | 


= of Ballard Moore, of Halifax county, 
North Carolina, asking removal of political 
disabilities. 

Also, the petition of D. M, Frerches, of Ire- 
dell county, North Carolina, asking removal 
of political disabilities. 

Riso, the petition of Samuel S. Harrison, of 
Caswell county, North Carolina, for the same. 

By Mr. DUVAL: 
of Kd. H. Fitzhugh, of Virginia, from political 
disabilities. 


By Mr. GILFILLAN : The petition of Chris- 


tiana Eakins, mother of Henry Eakins, com- 
pany I’, one hundred and fifty-second Penn- 


| sylvania volunteers, for a pension. 
_ Also, the petition of Cornelia Stokes, mother | 
company D, fourth | 


of William A. Stokes, 
_ Pennsylvania cavalry, for a pension. 

By Mr. HAY: A petition of citizens of 
Clinton county, Illinois, praying that the import 


_ duty on hides be remitted. 


By Mr. HOAR: The petition of D. H. Whit- 


temore, of Worcester, Massachusetts, asking 
| extension of letters-patent. 


By Mr. KELLEY: A memorial of the 
Senator and Representatives of Tennessee in 
Congress, praying Congress to interfere for the 
relief of her loyal citizens against the recent 
and pending revolutionary proceedings in that 
State, and for the maintenance of a republican 
form of government therein. 


By Mr. BURCHARD: The petition of Ben- | 


A petition for the relief | 


By Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of 
Edward 8. Jefferson and 26 others, of Perry 
county, Ohio, praying for a repeal of the duties 
d its products. 

Also, the petition of Mary Ulery, widowed 
mother of Daniel A. Ulery, deceased, late a 
| private in company D, twelfth Ohio volunteer 
infantry, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. WHITTEMORE: The petition for 
invalid pension of Hugh McCain, a soldier o! 
the war of 1812. 


Also, the petition for invalid pension ot 


William Combs,of North Carolina, late a soldier 


of the war of 1812, now eighty years of age. 
Also, the petition of Job Mazyck, a colored 


the United States Army for their use. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, December 17, 1869. 
Prayer by Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D., 
of Washington, District of Columbia. 
|| The Journal of yesterday was read and 
'| approved. 
| Hon. Avexanprr MeDonaxp, from the State 
| of Arkansas, appeared in his seat to-day. 
| PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
|| Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of 
| Franklin Peale, of the city of Philadelphia, 
praying compensation for certain improve- 
ments made by him in the machinery and pro- 
cess for refining and coining the precious 
|| metals while he was engaged in the service of 
the Mint, of which the United States has re- 
ceived the benefit; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Claims. 
| _ He also presented a petition of citizens o! 
the city of Philadelphia, praying that a pension 
be allowed to the widows of soldiers of the war 
| of 1812; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. ; 
|| Mr. ROBERTSON presented the petitions 
| of Peter P. Battle and John C. Armistead, of 
|| Virginia, and L. A. Lindsey, of Mississippi, 
praying the removal of their political disabili- 
ties; which were referred to the select Com- 
| mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 
|| _ Mr. WILLEY presented the petition of O. 
| N. Cutler, of Missouri, praying compensation 
|| for cotton which was seized by the military 


authority of the United States and used for the 
protection ofa vessel which passed the enemy's 


forts on the Mississippi river so that the cotton 
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citizen of South Carolina, praying remunera- 
tion for commissary stores taken from him by 
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. Jost with the vessel ; which was referred 
the Committee on Claims. a ' 

Mr. SUMNER. r ponent the petition of 
ohn Somers Smith, wit 1accompanying papers, 
Jing for the consideration of a claim of his 
~ the Government for diplomatic and other 
-orvices rendered in San Domingo. I move 
-be reference of these papers to the Committee 
n Foreign Relations. 

rhe motion was agreed to. 

Mr, RICE presented a joint resolution of the 
seislature of the State of Arkansas, praying 
yr an appropriation by Congress for the erec- 

‘ion of a building at Little Rock for the accom- 
modation of United States officers ; which was 


| 


On motion of Mr. HOWE, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Mrs. E. J. Brosman 


be taken from the files of the Senate and referred to | 


the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. HOWE, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of James M. Ellison be 
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| charge. 
|| much land has been surveyed I do not know. 


| taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the | 


-eferred to the Committee on Appropriations. | 


Mr. SAWYER presented the petition of 
WW. E. Holeombe, of South Carolina, praying 
‘he removal of his political disabilities; which 
was referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of Wil- 
iam J. Cornwall, of North Carolina, praying 
he removal of his political disabilities ; which 
was referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 


Mr. HOWE presented acommunication from 


the Secretary of War, communicating a claim 


Committee on Claims. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SUMNER, from tke Committee on the | 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred || 


the bill (S. No. 226) to incorporate the Wash- 
ington Homeopathic Medical Society, reported 
it with amendments. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


The Committee on Print- 


ing, to whom was referred a resolution for || mittee on Post Offices and Post 


printing five hundred additional copies of the | 


report of the Librarian of Congress for the use 
of the Library, have instructed me to report it 


back without amendment and recommend its | 


passage, and I ask for its present considera- 


| tion. 


There being no objection, the resolution was 


'| considered, and agreed to, as follows: 


on behalf of R. C. Clowry, formerly an assist- | 


ant quartermaster in the service of the United 
States, relative to the loss by him of public 


funds to the amount of $82 56 whilein the dis- | 


charge of his official duties ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. ABBOTT presented resolutions adopted | 


'y the Board of Trade of Norfolk and signed by 
William Lamb, president, in favor of the plans 
ifthe Mediterranean and Oriental Steam Navi- 
ration Company of New York in establishing 
their line of American steamships from the 
iorts of Norfokk, Port Royal, Brunswick, and 
ther southern ports, and approving of the 
passage of the bill to be presented to Congress 
: relation thereto; which were referred to the 


Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, | 


id ordered to be printed. 
fe also presented the petition of Amos N. 


fall and others, of North Carolina, praying the | 
emoval of the political disabilities of Wil- | 
iam G. Fowler, of North Carolina; which was 


r (erred to the select Committee on the Removal 
{ Political Disabilities. 


Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of | 
Milton S. Barlow and others, letter-carriers of | 


Wilmington, Delaware, praying an increase of 


their compensation ; which was referred to the || 


Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. NYE presented the petition of William 
James, late collector of internal revenue of the 
third district of Virginia, praying Congress to 
allow him his salary and the emoluments of his 
oflice up to June 12, 1868, and moneys which 
have been paid by him as collector of internal 
revenueinto the Treasury, overiand above assess- 
ment lists, on which may stand a balance in his 
‘avor when his accounts shall be adjudged ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DAVIS presented resolutions of the 
southern commercial convention held at Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, recommending aid to the 
Mediterranean and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company of New York for the establishment 
ofa line of American steamships from different 
southern ports, and approving the passage of 
the bill to be presented to Congress in relation 
‘hereto; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. ROSS presented the petition of Charles 
Williamson and others, of Douglas county, 
Kansas, praying the repeal of the duty on 
leather; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED, 
On motion of Mr. VICKERS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Eleanor Gardiner, 
Widow of Henry Gardiner, praying compensation for 
property destroyed during the last war with Great 

ritain, be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 











Resolved, That five hundred additional copies of 


the report of the Librarian of Congress be printed, | 


with covers, for the use of the Library. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


The Committee on Print- 


ing, to whom was referred a letter of the Sec- | 


retary of the Interior, covering certain accounts 
of the superintendents of Indian affairs, have 
instructed me to report it back and to ask to 
be discharged from xs further consideration, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. It does not seem to the Commit- 
tee on Printing that there is any need of print- 


ing this document, but the Committee on | 


Indian Affairs ought to know more about it than 
we do. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The document | 


itself was referred to the Committee on Indian | 


Affairs, and the Senate referred the propriety | 
of printing the document, which is a large | 


quantity of rule and figure work, to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 
Island asks that the Committee on Printing be 
discharged from its further consideration, and 


The Senator from Rhode | 


that the question of printing be referred to the | 


Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. HARLAN. There is no necessity for 
referring the resolution to print, I think, tothat 
committee. That class of documents has never 
heretofore been printed. It is merely a detailed 
statement of expenditures made under a gen- 


eral appropriation of about two million dollars, | 
the law itself requiring the Secretary of the | 
| Interior to present to Congress a detailed state- 


ment of the expenditures. Unless some Sen- 
ator desires it to be printed I do not think it is 
necessary to refer the subject to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If no Senator 
desires it printed the Committee on Printing 
will be discharged from its further considera- 
tion. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 134) to establish a land district in Wyom- 
ing Territory, and for other purposes, have had 
it under consideration, and directed me to 
report it back with an amendment; and | am 
also requested by several members of the House 
to ask for its immediate consideration. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What is it? 

Mr. POMEROY. A bill creating a land 
district in the Territory of Wyoming. There 
have been some men appointed to office there 


and they are in a hurry to enter on the dis- | 


charge of their duties, but they cannot do so 


a land district. 
Mr. HARLAN. 


I will inquire of the 


| chairman of the Committee on Public Lands | 
| if any of the land in that Territory has been sur- 
veyed and sectionized, and is now subject to | 


sale ? 

Mr. POMEROY. This Territory has been 
connected with Colorado, and the surveyor 
general of Colorado has had that matter in 


] 


e 


[ have not seen his report, and how 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 
over until to-morrow. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont objects, and the bill will go upon 
the Calendar. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
342) to abolish the franking privilege, and t 
provide postage stamps and stamped envelopes 
for the payment of postage on oflicial cor 
respondence and other public matter; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com 


The bill had better go 


Ro id » And 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S 
No. 343) to abolish the office of naval officer ; 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. SPENCER. I should like to have the 
bill reported in full. 

rhe Secretary read the bill, as follows: 

Re it enacted, &c., That the office of naval officer be, 
and the same is hereby, abolished, and that the duties 
of said officer, when deemed necessary by the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury, shall be performed by the col 
lector of the customs. This act shall take effect from 
and after July 1, 1870. 


Mr. SPENCER. I move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHURZ asked, and by unanimous con 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
344) to prevent persons who have been officers 
or employés of the Treasury Department from 
aiding in the prosecution of certain claims 


| against the United States; which was read twice 


by its title, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
| No. 345) to provide for the settlement and pay 
| ment of the expenses incurred by the territo 
| rial authorities of Montana in the suppression 


of Indian hostilities therein during the year 
1867 ; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the Committee on Territories, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, asked, and by 
unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro 
duce a bill (S. No. 346) for the relief of Mary 
A. Coolidge; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PRATT asked, and by unanimous con 


| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
| 347) for the relief of J. Allen Porter; which 
| was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
| Committee on Claims. 


Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 848) to provide for the reduction of the 
officers of the Army of the United States; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affaire, and ordered 


| to be printed. 


Mr. CASSERLY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 349) for the relief of Samuel I’. Butter- 
worth; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. HOWARD asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 


| resolution (S. R. No. 83) relative to furnishing 
| safes to collectors of internal revenue; which 
| was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 


; ; ws 3 2 || mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
until there is a law authorizing the opening of | 


POSTAL RELATIONS WITH FRANCE, 
Mr. POMEROY. I offer the following reso 
lution of inquiry, and ask for its present con- 


| sideration : 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be, and he 
is hereby, directed to communicate to the Scnate 
copies of all the correspondence in the negotiation 
had with the French Government to secure a modi 
fication of the present postal treaty with France. 


Mr. SUMNER. I should like to know if 
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that hasnot beensentin? There is a statement 
at some length on the subject in the report of 
the Postmaster General, and is not the corre- 
spondence annexed? 

Mr. RAMSEY. No, sir. 

Mr. POMEROY. It does not accompany 
the report. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then we ought to have it. 

‘he resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

DISTILLED SPIRITS. 

Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Senate bill 
No. 115. 

Mr. COLE, I desire permission to introduce 
, joint resolution, as [ was not in my seat when 
bills and joint resolutions were called for. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
receive it if there be no objection. 

By unanimous consent leave was granted to 
niroduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 82) in 


relation to the seizure of certain distilled spirits , 


n California; and it was read twice by its title. 
Mr. COLE. Lask that the resolution be read 
length, and I desire to offer a few remarks 
upon it. It will take but a few minutes, | 
presume. 

Mr. SUMNER. Here is a bill of import- 
ance, practical importance, to the whole coun- 
ivy and in our relations with foreign countries 
relating to the cable telegraphs. 

Mr. COLE. This is a matter of very con- 

iderable importance, in my judgment, with 

regard to our domestic relations, which are 
probably as important as our foreign affairs at 
present. 

Mr. SUMNER. I moved this before my 
friend brought his measure forward. I do not 
like to interpose any objection, but I have been 
pressed to urge this bill upon the Senate now, 
and there is a strong reason for action upon it 
before we adjourn. Cannot the Senator post- 
pone his remarks until to-morrow, or perhaps 
‘his bill can be passed at once? It has already 
once passed the Senate. 

Mr. COLE. I ask, then, that the joint res- 
olution [ have introduced lie on the table, and 
{ shall call it up to-morrow. 

The joint resolution was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

TELEGRAPHIC OCEAN CABLES. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Massachu- 

(ts, to take up for consideration the bill (S. 
No. 115) relating to telegraphic communica- 
tion between the United States and foreign 
countries, 

Mr. NORTON, There is a resolution on the 
table that was offered yesterday by the Senator 
from Ohio [Mr. ‘THurMAN] and was laid over. 
Does not that now come up in regular order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is lying on the 


tuble, but will be superseded by this motion if | 


it prevails. If no motion were made to take 
up any other business, on the expiration of 
the call for morning-hour business it would 
come up. 

Mr. NORTON. 
sarily ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Not absolutely. 
After morning-hour business is called through 
it would come up if no motion were made to 
take up other business; but such amotion can 
then be made.and it is for a majority of the 
Senate to determine what business they will 
takeup. Ifno motion to take up other business 
had been made, the Chair would have presented 
the resolutions on the table. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the bill (S. No. 115) relating to tele- 
graphic communication between the United 
States and foreign countries. The bill in the 


Does it not come up neces- 


first section provides that whenever communi- | 
cation shall hereafter be established between | 


the United States and any foreign country by 
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| given to the laying and maintaining of tele- | 


means of telegraphic or magnetic lines or cables | 


laid in any part thereof in and over the waters, 
reefs, islands, shores, and lands within the 
jurisdiction of the United States, the same 
shall be subject to the following corditions, 
stipulations, and reservations : 

First. The Government of the United States 
shall be entitled to exercise and enjoy the same 
or similar privileges with regard to the control 
and use of any such line or cable and the lines 
or cables connected therewith that may by law, 
agreement, or otherwise be exercised and en- 
joyed by any foreign Government whatever. 

Secondly. The United States Government 


shall at all times be entitled to the use of any | 
such line or cable and the lines or cables con- | 


nected therewith, by a telegraphic operator of 
its own selection, to transmit any message to 


and from its military, naval, diplomatic, and | 


consular agents; and such messages shall be 
entitled to take precedence of all other mes- 
sages. 

Thirdly. The rates to be paid for the trans- 


mission of any such message or messages, | 


when not otherwise fixed by agreement, shall 


be established by the Postmaster General of | 


the United States. 
Fourthly. The lines of any such lines or cables 


shall be kept open to the public for the trans- | 


mission for daily publication of market and 
commercial reports and intelligence, and all 
messages, dispatches, and communications 
shall be forwarded in the order in which they 
are received, except as hereinbefore provided. 

Fifthly. It shall be at all times within the 
power of Congress to determine the rates to be 
charged for the transmission of messages and 
communications over any such line or cable, 
and to fix and establish such rules and regu- 
lations in relation thereto as it may judge 
necessary. 

Sixthly. Before extending and establishing 


any such line or cable in or over any waters, | 
reefs, islands, shores, and lands within the | 
jurisdiction of the United States a written ac- | 


ceptance of the terms and conditions imposed 
by this act shall be filed in the office of the 
Secretary of State by the company, corporation, 
or party proposing to establish telegraph com- 
munication. 


The second section provides that subject to | 


the foregoing conditions, stipulations, and 
reservations, and subject to the terms of such 
grants as have heretofore been made by Con- 
gress for laying and maintaining telegraph 
cables between the United States and foreign 
countries, the consent of Congress is hereby 


graphic or magnetic lines or cables between the 


| United States and foreign countries in and over 
the waters, reefs, islands, shores, and lands 


within the jurisdiction of the United States ; 
subject, however, to any and all rights of prop- 


erty and State jurisdiction in and over thesame. | 


It is declared, however, that the privileges con- 


ferred by the act shall not be enjoyed by any | 


company or persons whose line or cable by its 
connections or otherwise terminates in or ex- 
tends to any foreign country in and by which 
similar privileges are not conferred upon com- 
anies incorporated by the authority of tye 
Jnited States, or of any State of this Union. 
Mr. SUMNER. Since this bill was reported 


‘from the Committee on Foreign Relations, 


where it was very carefully considered and di- 
gested, a cable has been landed on our shore 
from France, and that makes it important to 
modify the bill so as to render its provisions 


‘applicable to that cable. I therefore propose, 


in thethird line of the first section, to strike out 
the word ‘‘whenever’’ and insert the word 
‘*all,’’ and after the word ‘‘ communication ’’ 
to strike out the words ** shall hereafter be es- 
tablished ;’’ so that the clause shall read: 
‘*that all communication between the United 
States and any foreign country,’’ instead of 


reading, as it does now, ‘‘ that whenever com- | 


munication shall hereafter be established be- 
tween the United States and any foreign coun- 


OBE. 
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{} 

try.” The effect of the amendment is 
this language precisely applicable not only. 

_all future cables, but to all existing cabie.. 

| and it proceeds, as Senators who give attentio, 
to the bill will see, with a regular code, Tt... 
so characterize it, on the subject, equally appl; 
eable to all. yr 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator alloy 

me to inquire, as this bill is on the old files ang 
not on the new, which bill it is, if he will cha, 

| acterize it as between the different bills th, 

| we may consider it ? « 

Mr. SUMNER. I can explain to the Senato, 
so that I think he will not mistakeit. This jc, 
bill which was first reported by the Committes 
on Foreign Relations some time in the mont) 
of February last, which passed the Senate ay, 
reached the House of Representatives, I thin|. 
on the last day or on the day before the clos, 
of the session, so that the House found no time 
to act upon it. It was then taken up in tho 
Committee on Foreign Relations again jy ¢), 
month of March, and by them reported aga, 
to the Senate, and now on that report I move 
its consideration. It is therefore before tho 
Senate for a second time. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is it the same bill po. 
ported on the Ist of April last? 

Mr. SUMNER. The same bill passed before, 
with the exception of the amendment I have 
moved. I would say, if the Senate will allow 
me to testify on the question, that this subjec: 
was very carefully considered in the commit. 
tee, not one or two days, but several days in 9 
full committee, and this bill was the best resu|; 
| of our deliberations. I may add that no per. 
| son took a larger part in those deliberations or 
in the preparation of this bill than the Senator 
from Maine who has left us. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr. THURMAN. I rise to obtain some 
information about this bill, to which Lama 
stranger. If I comprehended hearing it read, 
it asserts the power of Congress or of the Gen- 
eral Government over the subject of landing 
cables, all telegraphic cables in fact from any 
foreign country, on the shores of the United 
States. ‘The Senate is aware that there has 
been a very serious question mooted as to th 
right of a State to permit the landing of a cab: 
on her shores irrespective of any assent of the 
General Government, and that a very distin- 
guished lawyer, once ameng the most distin- 
guished members of the Senate—I refer to Mr. 
Johnson, of Maryland—gave it as his opinion 
after a thorough investigation of the subject, a: 
he said, that any State in the Union had the 
right to permit the landing of a foreign cable 
upon its shores. 

If I understand the scope of this bill it denies 
that right and asserts that the subject is under 
the absolute and unlimited control of the Gen- 
eral Government, or at least, if not under its 
absolute control, if the assent of the State is 
necessary, that still the subject is one over 
which there is a superior power of regulation 
in Congress. I express no opinion on thal 
point, for I have not investigated it; but itis 
a subject which is certainly worthy of investi: 
gation. I should therefore be glad if the 
Senator who moved to take up the bill and 
whois pressing it would permit it to be referre¢ 
to the Committee on the Judiciary for the pur 
pose of considering that question. 

I know the Senator says that the bill passe? 
the Senate at the last session of the Fortietl 
'| Congress, and it is with great diffidence that ! 
|| make a motion to refer a bill which has once 
'| received the approbation of the Senate; bu! 
|| there are new members in the Senate who were 
j not in the Senate when this bill passed, and i! 
| 
i} 


to make 














seems to me it would be well that we should 
have a report from the Committee on the 
Judiciary upon the law of the case. It 1s 
an exceedingly important question, certainly, 
whether or not a State has the right to perm! 
the landing of a cable against the will of the 
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General Government. I say again I express 


no opinion 


upon that point, for I have not | 


vidied the question at all; but surely after a 


_wyer as eminent as the gentleman to whom 


have 
erate opinlon——— 


Mr. SUMNER. 


Who was the lawyer, may 


— THURMAN. Mr. Reverdy Johnson. 


He stated that opinion, professing to have 


referred has stated that to be his delib- 


formed it after a deliberate investigation of the | 


question. It does seem to me that it is a ques- 
son, therefore, that merits investigation ; and 
‘hat the bill ought not to be put through the 
Senate without that investigation. If, then, 
there be no objection on the part of the Senator 
who is pressing this bill, I would move that it be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
understand the Senator to make the motion ? 

Mr. THURMAN. I make the motion. 

(the VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Ohio moves to refer the bill to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER. My friend from Ohio shows 
‘hat he is new in this Chamber. Had he been 


here longer I think he would not have made | 


such a motion. This bill comes from one of 
the standing committees of this body. 1 have 
stated that it was the subject of careful and 
most mature consideration by that committee, 
and the Senate has now before it the result of 
their best consideration. And now my friend 
from Ohio proposes that their work shall be 


Does the Chair | 


reviewed bya court of review, as I understand | 


him, being another committee of this body, || 
in whom at least he shows more confidence | 
than in that committee to which this subject | 
I cannot quarrel | 


was referred by the Senate. 
with the Senator for his opinion; but I do not 
think that the Senate will concur with him 


that the action of one committee of this body | 


is to be referred to another for review. Such 
| do not understand to be the order of business 
n this Chamber. I doubt if the proceeding 
could be adopted without disrespect to one 


committee of this body, however much it might | 


exalt another. I cannot believe that my friend 
from Ohio has either purpose in view. 


‘The Senator asks that this bill shall be con- | 


sidered. I tell him it has been considered, and 
it has been considered by the appropriate com- 
mittee of this body, the committee to which 
twice over, at two different sessions, it has been 
referred. What more will the Senator have? 
The Senator then adduces the opinion of a 
lawyer not a member of this body. I wish the 
Senator had given his own opinion. 
have valued that opinion. An opinion given 
under his responsibilities as a Senator in this 


Chamber onthe question he has presented would | 


certainly have received from every Senator here 


I should | 





the greatest respect, and from none more than | 


from myself. 


But allow me to say that the Senator revives | 


an old and very familiar question, an old cus- | 


tomer in this Chamber; it is the question of 


State rights under another alias ; it is that ques- | 


tion whose agitation has been felt in the coun- 
cils of this country from the first days of the 
‘epublic down to this moment; and I am sorry, 


allow me to say, that it should be introduced | 
Sir, there is nothing in this | 


on this occasion. 
bill to justify it. The bill proceeds on admit- 
ted principles of constitutional law, principles 
which I believe the Senator himself, if he will 
give his attention to this great question, will not 
dispute. 

On the main principle allow me to say that 
provided the national Government forbears to 
exercise this power I have no opinion now to 





express on the rights of the States. It may be | 


within their competency in such a case to allow 
the landing of a cable. I do not undertake to 
say the contrary; but I do undertake to say 
against any lawyer whose opinion the Senator 
‘rom Qhio may introduce, and, with great 
respect, against the opinion of the honorable 
Senator himself, that it is absolutely within 


| 


the competency of the national Government to | 
assume this jurisdiction; and when the national | 


Government has once assumed it it is in dero- 
gation of all rights of the States. 
srinciple is fundamental in our constitutional 
lem It has been established again and again 


Sir, that | 


| by the decisions of the Supreme Court of the | 


| commerce with foreign 


United States; and it goes back to a funda- 
mental principle in the very text of the Con- 
stitution which admits of no question. I will 
read that, sir. Among the power of Congress 
is this : 

“To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
among theseveral States,and with the Indian tribes.” 

There it is, in the first clause, ‘‘ to regulate 
nations."’ Now, | 
would ask if a cable which is to connect these 


| two hemispheres together does not belong to 
the commerce between two nations; whether | 
| it does not come under the foreign affairs of our 
| country ; whether, therefore, it does not legiti- 
| mately belong to the national Government? 


| be no question. 


Sir, on the text of the Constitution there can 
That text is explicit beyond 
all peradventure. Itis only by refinement, by 
indirection, by traveling outside of that text, 
that anything to the contrary can be found. 


But going beyond that text, taking up the de- || t ( t ; 
1 || ing rights, which rights are vested by acts of 


cisions of the Supreme Court which [ do not 


cite—they are all familiar to the lawyers on this | 
floor, much more so than to myself—taking up | 


those decisions illustrating this very text, you 
have the irresistible conclusion that this isa 


full, complete, and peremptory powerconferred | 
upon the Congress of the United States; and | 


when that body has proceeded to exercise it it 
is exclusive of the jurisdiction of the States. 
Mr. CoNnKLING rose. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The 


| from New York. 





Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I see that 
the Chair looks toward the Senator from Ohio. 
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example, that the Government shall always 
have precedence over everybody else; that it 
shall use this cable by an operator of its own, 
and so on. Now that, if I understand him, is 
to be applied to existing corporations which 
have vested rights, and | call his attention to 
the fact that some of those corporations exist 
by acts of Congress, which acts impose no such 
conditions whatever upon them. Therefore, 
when you say that these conditions are to be 
imposed, subject, however, to other conditions 
which have already been imposed, then I sub- 
mit to the Senator that on the face of the bill 
you have introduced new and heretofore un 
known conditions to operate upon those com 
panies. Am I not right in that? 

Mr. SUMNER. Asa general statement. 

Mr. CONKLING. Asa general statement. 
Well, am I not right in supposing that condi- 
tions first, second, third, and fourth, for ex- 
ample, are applied to existing lines, and that 
they are entirely new? If 1 am right in that, 
then Lask the Senator the question whether 
we have the power, if I may so put it, or whether 


| if we have the power we have the sound discre- 


| tion, arbitrarily to say new things, to impose 


i} and 


new conditions, to make exactions never here- 
tofore agreed to from people who have exist 


Congress that have never been repealed; and 
I reter particularly now to the act to encour- 
age telegraphic communication between the 
United States and the island of Cuba and the 
West Indies, and also to the joint resolution 
passed later to encourage and facilitate tele- 
graphic communication between the western 
zastern continents. ‘The question is 


| whether we have as to these corporations 


Senator || the right, or at all events the fair discretion, 


| arbitrarily to ingraft anew upon them condi- 


I do not wish to interpose against any reply || 


that he wishes to make to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, although I want some more in- 
formation about the bill and shall seek it now 
unless Linterfere with him. I beg, then, to ask 
the attention of the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts to the modification which he 
means to introduce by the pending amendment. 


| The effect of that, as I understand it, is to 


impose upon existing telegraphic lines and 
cables new conditions—conditions which did 
not enter originally into their arrangements, and 
which do not exist now astothem. I beg to 
call his attention to the fact not only that there 
are existing lines, but that there are lines and 
corporations of this sort existing, not only 
having been recognized by Congress, but under 
the authority of Congress itself. 

Mr. SUMNER. Those are excepted in the 
bill. The language excepts them. ‘This lan- 
guage was introduced by myself; I drew it in 
section two, line two: ‘‘and subject to the 
terms of such grants as have heretofore been 
made by Congress for laying and maintaining 
telegraph cables between the United States and 
foreign countries.’’ 

Mr. CONKLING. Then, shall we under- 
stand that the effect of the amendment is to be 
to apply this code to lines which hereafter 
shall go into operation, but not to attach it to 
those which now exist? 

Mr. SUMNER. Not at all. The code is 
applicable to all cables between the United 
States and foreign countries, subject, however, 
to any conditions already embodied in the 
legislation of Congress. 

Mr. CONKLING. NowI see that the hon- 
orable Senator does not get the suggestion 
which I seek to make. 

Mr. SUMNER. I am very sorry; I tried 
to get it. 

Mr. CONKLING. Itis my fault, no doubt. 
If the Senator will give me his attention for a 
moment I will endeavor to make my question 
plain. ‘This bill proposes to establish what the 
Senator has called a code, namely, to annex 





|| frankly. 


tions to which they never agreed. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, lam obliged 
to the Senator from New York for proposing 
the question, and I shall certainly answer it 
That was considered by the com 


| mittee, and their conclusion was that it was 


within the power of Congress now to provide 


| what [ have already called a general code or 


| tions prescribed should apply. 


a system of general regulations applicable to 
all cables between the United States and for 
eign countries, except so far as any special 
privileges were already secured by an indi 
vidual cable; and in order to keep alive those 
privileges the words to which I[ have referred 
were introduced into the second section. | 
will read them again. I will begin at th 
commencement of the section, ‘‘ that sudject 
to the foregoing conditions, stipulations, and 
reservations ”’ 

Mr. CONKLING. If the honorable Sen 
ator will allow me to interpose, I desire to sub 
mit to him that that could not have been any 
part of the original scope of this bill. Why? 
Because it was wholly prospective in its oper 
ation, and it is so now unless the amendment 
shall prevail which the Senator has just offered. 
The bill as it passed the Senate before and as 
it came from the committee was to this effect: 
‘that whenever communication shall here- 
after be established between the United States 
and any foreign country by means of tele- 
graphic or magnetic cables,’’ then the condi- 
Now he pro- 





| poses by the introduction of this amendment 


to import into the bill a retroactive provision, 
so that it becomes universal in its application, 


| and there arises, if indeed it arises at all, the 


question which I submit to the honorable 
Senator. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator was kind enough 
to interrupt me in the middle of asentence. | 


| began by reading the second section and | had 
| got to the middle of the sentence, therefore | 


conditions one, two, three, four, and five, for }! 


go back now to the beginning : 


That, subject to the foregoing conditions, stipn- 
lations, and reservations, and subject to the ter ma 
of such grants as have heretofore been made by Con- 
gress for laying and maintaining telegraph cable 
yetween the United States and foreign countries, the 
consent of Congress is hereby given, &e 
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These words ‘‘and subject to the terms of 
such grants as have heretofore been made by 
Congress"’ were introduced after the bill had 
been prepared, at the suggestion of gentlemen 
who represented the very cables to which the 
Senator now refers; indeed, I may say they 
communicated with me, and they expressed 
their entire satisfaction with this amendment 
as completely covering their interests. 

| should have asked action on the bill to-day 
in the original form, without proposing any 
additional amendment, but for an unexpected 
incident. Since this bill was reported, as the 
Senate is aware, a cable from France with a 
concession lasting twenty years, a monopoly in 
its character, has been landed on the coast of 
Massachusetts under an act of the Legislature 
of that State. The Senate will remember that 
during the vacation the subject was considered 
by the Secretary of State in a correspondence 
between him and the ministers both of England 
and of France, and that he felt it his duty to 


communicate to those gentlemen this bill, say- | 
ing that it had already passed the Senate once | 


und that he presumed it would become sub- 


tantially the system regulating the cable rela- | 


tions between the two hemispheres. They took 
notice accordingly ; but in the face of that no- 
tice the French company proceeded with their 
cable and have landed it in Massachusetts. 
Now the question is whether this regulation 


shall not be made applicable to that French | 


and I would say to the Senator from 
New York that [ have proposed this amend- 


cable ; 


ment simply to meet that case, and on consid- | 


ering it carefully, consulting with one of my 
colleagues on the committee, I felt that the 
best way was to make the code universal in its 
application, with the limitation to which I have 
already called attention,reserving to the Florida 
cable and the western cable all existing rights 
thatthey have under the legislation of Congress. 
It seemed to me that they were adequately pro- 
tected by that reservation and that our system 


of cable regulations should have uniformity | 


and universality. 


Mr. THURMAN. 


remarks of the Senator from Massachusetts ; 
but as 1 see it is near one o’clock I move that 
the special order be postponed for a few min- 
utes that ] may make those observations. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The special 
order has not yet been called up; but the 
Senator from Ohio asks unanimous consent to 
be heard, for what length of time? 

Mr. THURMAN. For not more than ten 
or fifteen minutes. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Ohio asks unanimous consent that this 
debate may extend fifteen minutes beyond one 
o'clock without prejudice to the unfinished 
business of yesterday. 

Mr. MORTON, 


with the Georgia bill to-day. I should be glad 


to hear the Senator from Ohio, but as the bill {| 
now in hand cannot be disposed of in fifteen || 


minutes or an hour | trust we shall proceed 
with the unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
that have been made the Senator from Indiana 
will not object to my replying at once. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to the proposition of the Senator from 


Ohio that the unfinished business shall be | 


postponed informally till fifteen minutes after 
one o'clock? 


‘The Senator from Ohio will proceed. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts has very truly said that 
| ama new member of this body; and he might 
have said with my entire concurrence that no 


member of the Senate needs instruction in his || 
duties more than | do, and that no one is willing | 


to receive instruction with more respect from 
any member of the Senate than I am from the 
experienced Senator from Massachusetts. But 
there are some things, Mr. President, that novis 
homo as lam I think I understand ; and I think 


. . | 
Mr. President, I wish to | 
submit a very few observations in reply to the || 


| the Senate of the United States. 


| hope we shall get through | 


I hope after the remarks | 


The Chair hears no objection. 


| that. 
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that among them is this: that a motion to 


refer this bill to the Committee on the Judiciary 
manifests no disrespect to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. If [am not mistaken there 


now are, or have been since I have been a mem- || 


ber of the Judiciary Committee, several bills 
reported by other committees that were referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary because in 
the opinion of the Senate they involved some 
legal questions that ought to be considered by 
that committee. Indeed, think it isa very com- 
mon thing in legislation to refer a bill that has 


_ been reported by one committee to some other 


committee peculiarly charged with the con- 
sideration of sume of the subjects that may be in 
that bill. Tor instance, a bill may be reported 
upon the policy of which the Committee on 


| Public Lands, or on Territories, or on Foreign 


Relations would be the proper committee to 


| report, and at the same time it might well con- 


tain provisions which would make it proper to 


| refer that bill to the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary. At all events, whether [ am right in 


and one thing is certain, that in making that 
motion the furthest thing in the world from my 


| thoughts was to treat the Committee on Foreign 


Relations with anything short of respect. 

The Senator from Massachusetts takes ex- 
ception to my referring to the opinion of a 
lawyer who is not a member of this body. He 
said that if the lawyer was a member of this 
body, even as humble as myself, for he was 
kind enough to say that he would listen to my 
opinion with respect, he would regard the 


opinion of that lawyer as worthy of his con- | 


sideration. Now I submit, Mr. President, that 


| the opinion of a lawyer is worth neither more 
| nor less because he is a member of this body. 

The Senator would not hesitate to consider the | 
opinion of Alexander Hamilton on a constitu- 


tional question, though Mr. Hamilton never 
was a member of the Senate of the United 


| States. He would not hesitate to refer to Story 


on the Constitution, or to Kent’s Commenta- 


ries, or to Rawle on the Constitution, although | 


neither of those authors was ever a member of 
the Senate of the United States. I take it he 
would not hesitate to refer to the opinion of any 


\| of the courts of the States or of the courts of 
the United States because their members were 


not members and never had been members of 
I do not 
understand this limitation which the Senator 
would impose upon the Senate in considering 


[t matters not to me whether a lawyer is amem- 
ber of the Senate or not; it is sufficient that 
he is a lawyer, that he is a man who studied 
the law, that he isa man of ability, of character, 


| of responsibility ; and I do care whether he is 
_a member of the Senate or not, his opinion is | 
| one that at least puts me on inquiry if it do not | 


command my respect. 

But the Senator from Massachusetts sees in 
the suggestion that I made an apparition which 
seems always to excite in his mind something 
of alarm—the apparition of State rights. Ido 
not know why it is, but the Senator from old 
Massachusetts has been engaged so earnestly, 
and so effectually, too, in putting down some 
of the erroneous doctrines of State rights that 
he seems to have come into a habit of mind 
which makes it impossible for him to believe 
that a State has anyrightsat all. I submit to 
his better judgment that even upon any theory 


of the Constitution the States have some rights, || 
| and that they can be alluded to in the Senate 


without entitling him who alludes to them to 
any charge of reviving the ghost of secession, 
much less the reality of civil war. 

But the Senator says that this is a perfectly 
plain thing under the power to regulate com- 
merce; that we have absolute control over this 
matter. Well, sir, l expressed no opinion upon 
The Senator said that I did not express 
my own opinion. I said to the Senate that | 
was not prepared to express an opinion upon 
it. The general scope of this bill seems to me 


| no opinion on this subject. 


| another. 


| Massachusetts can correct the report if jt |; 


| cable on her shore. 


| opinion. 


| question. 
| knows as well as any member of this body | 





| the Senate. 
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to merit the approbation of the Senate; but he 
is a question that I want to study, that | Son 
to understand, and it is precisely because I ae 
not in the habit of giving opinion upon subjects 
which I have not investigated that I expresso, 
It is precisely he. 


cause I want to investigate it, precisely becays, 


| I want to have the opportunity to form an opin, 


. 


ion on it, that I do not wish this bill hurric, 
through now, but I wish to have this questio, 
investigated ; that is all there is of it. r 

As to the power to regulate commerce [ gy 
not going into that question. It has been gq\, 
that under that Congress might claim 


any: 


| thing; and we know that almost everyth;,, 
g ything 


has been claimed under it at one time o, 
Certainly it is not to be assume 
at once and without discussion that that is , 


| power which overrides all the rights of ¢h, 


States in this matter. I have seen it stated— 
I do not know how true it is; the Senator fro, 


1s 


| an erroneous one—that the State of Massachy. 
| this or not, | think such has been the practice ; || 


setts authorized the landing of the French 
If she did she must have 
thought that there was something like Stat, 
rights; that there was something that required 
her assent. She must have thought that she 
yas not simply a county in the United States 
under the absolute dominion of Congress, | 
say I have seen it stated that she gave that 
assent. Whether that would have been sufi. 
cient without the assent of Congress, or whether 
even granting that it would be sufiicient the 
Government of the United States would not 
have some power of regulation or of contro! 
over that cable, are questions of great import, 
but upon which I have not formed a decided 
The inclination of my mind, I wil! 
say, is that a power of regulation and contro! 
ought to be and is vested in the Government 
of the United States. ‘That is my first impres: 


| sion; but it is an impression that I wish time 
| to either verify the correctness of or to find 


out the error of, if there is error in it. 

But I protest, sir, that there is no disrespect 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, there 
is no disrespect to the Senate, in asking that 
this question may be considered. It is a great 
The Senator from Massachusetts 


what a debate the proposition for mail steamers 
gave rise in Congress, what an investigation o! 
the powers of this Government took place when 


_ that proposition was first mooted. This is going 
the opinions of lawyers upon legal questions. || 


a step beyond that, but perhaps in principle 
not really a step beyond. It is a new thing, 
however; different from that in its practical 
operation, however much it may be the same 
in principle. I for one am not willing to take 
new steps without investigation ; and while the 
first impression of my mind is that the Govern- 
ment of the United States has the power of 
regulation over this subject, not so much under 
the power to regulate commerce as under the 
war power, which may make it essentially neces- 
sary that the Government of the United States 
shall have some control over these cables, shal! 
have some power of regulation over them, at 
the same time I should like to have my thoughts 
matured on that subject before this bill is 
pressed to a passage. 

It is said, sir, that this bill has already passed 
I am sure it never passed this 
Senate. It may have passed the Senate in the 
Fortieth Congress. This body is not composed 
now as it was in the Fortieth Congress ; and 
although that may recommend and ought to 
recommend the bill to the consideration 0! 
the Senate as now constituted, it certainly 1s 
not conclusive on the question. We are notto 
pass the bill simply because our predecessors 
passed it. : 

I have only to say that if there is anything un- 
usual, if there wasanything contrary to the cus: 
tom of the Senate in moving to refer a bill that 
has come from one committee to another com- 
mittee, then I with great deference to that usage 
would withdraw my motion, simply declaring 
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again that such a thing as disrespect for the 
Committee on Foreign Relations was the far- 
cest thing possible from my thoughts. That 
ommittee contains lawyers as eminent as any 
snon the Committee on the Judiciary or upon 
ny other committee in the body, and to whose 
legal opinions I should pay as much deference 
“lt would to those of the members of the Com- 
tttee on the Judiciary or of any other com- 
“tee: but I still must be permitted to say 
vat when a committee is charged with a par- 
‘ienlar subject, as the Committee on the Judi- 
ry is of legal questions, a reference of a bill 
* another committee to the Committee on 
Judiciary to investigate those legal ques- 
ys is not disrespectful to the committee that 
ited the bill nor is it contrary to legisla- 
tive usage. 
Mr. WILSON. I move that the further con- 
leration of this bill be postponed with a view 
ftaking up the Georgia bill. 
fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
‘om Ohio having made his remarks the Chair 
| understand that the Georgia bill is before 


the Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM TILE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. MePuensoy, its Clerk, announced 
that the Mouse had passed a bill (H. R. No. 
(24) to provide for taking the ninth census of 
the United States, in which it requested the 

yeurrence of the Senate. 

STATE OF GEORGIA, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill (S. No. 
281) to perfect the reconstruction of Georgia 
is before the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole, the pending question being on the 
amendment of the Senator from Indiana, [ Mr. 
Morron.}] The Senator from Delaware | Mr. 
SAauLSBURY | is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, when 
| rose to address the Senate yesterday just 
efore the adjournment my object was not to 
uter into any general discussion of the merits 
this bill, but simply to submit some remarks 
iu reply to some observations which had fallen 
from gentlemen on the other side of the Cham- 
er, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Will the Senator from 
Delaware allow me to make a motion before 
he commences his remarks ? 

fhe VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Delaware yield for that purpose? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. [I will hear what the 
motion is. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam instructed by the 
Committee on the Judiciary, I will state to the 
Senate, unanimously to ask the Senate to go 
into executive session for a few moments this 
morning upona matter which they believe that 
itis important should be laid before the Senate ; 


and I suppose we shall not be detained long in || 


executive session, if the Senator will allow me 
to make that motion. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. 
attention of the Senate for a few moments. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator 
from Delaware declines to yield and proposes 
to occupy the floor. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. 


from Illinois and the Senate generally that it 


I assure the Senator | 
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ments proposed by Congress to the Constitu- 
tion. 

Sir, [ think the word “ provisional”’ is aptly 
applied on this occasion and in this respect 
something made for the occasion, something 
devised for a present need and a present neces- 
sity. What maybe the character of that pres- 
ent need or that present necessity, whether it 
be necessity in relation to the good govern- 
ment of the people of Georgia or whether it be 
a necessity arising out of the party exigencies 
of the time, may be a question worthy of con- 
sideration. But, sir, there isa conflict between 
the title of this bill and its provisions. The 
title treats Georgia as a State in the Union, for 
it speaks of the more perfect reconstruction of 
the State of Georgia. Whatis Georgia? How 
do we know anything of Georgia? We know 
of it historically. We know that on the 4th 
of July, 1776, in the Declaration of Independ- 
ence promulgated by the delegates of the then 
existing Colonies on this continent, Georgia 
was declared to be a free, sovereign, and inde- 
pendent State ; we know of Georgia in 1777, 
when the Articles of Confederation were formed, 
as a free, sovereign, and independent State, 
reserving to herself all powers of independence 
and sovereignty by the second of those articles. 
We know of Georgia in 1787, when the Con- 
vention which framed the Constitution declared 
that they had consummated their work and 
sent it forth for the ratification of the thirteen 
original States, of which Georgia wasone. We 
know of Georgia on the 2d day of January, 
1789, the date of her ratification of that Con- 
stitution. We have known of Georgia since as 
a State of this Union represented on this floor 
by her Senators in Congress and in the other 
House by her Representatives in Congress. We 
knew of her asa State in this Union until 1861 ; 
and now I ask, and I ask of honorable mem- 
bers advocating this bill and who speak of the 
readmission of Georgia into the Union, when 
and by what means did Georgia ever lose her 
position among the States ofthis Union? When 
did she cease to be a State? By what act did 
she cease to beaState? You gentlemen have 
treated Georgia and other States located in the 
southern portion of this country as in the Union 
when it suited your political purposes, and you 
have treated them as out of the Union when it 
subserved your party purposes. You speak in 
the debates upon this very question of ‘‘the 
State of Georgia,’’ and yet you talk of the re- 
admission of Georgia into the Union of States! 

Now, I want some gentleman on the other 
side of the Chamber in the discussion of this 
question to point me to the precise date when 





| Georgia ceased to be a member of the Union, 


when she ceased to be a State inthe Union; and 
I want him to point out to me the specific act on 


| the part of Georgia that caused herto cease to be 


a member of the Union and to become a foreign 
and an alien body to the Union. No mem- 


|| ber in the discussion of this question and no 


I will only oceupy the | 


is not my intention to consume much of their | 


time on the present occasion, for on former 
occasions and during previous sessions of the 
Senate, and whenever the subject of the recon- 


struction of the States of this Union by the | 


lederal Congress has been before the body, I 
have discussed thet question and at consider- 
able length and with whatever ability I pos- 
sessed. The bill now before the Senate is 


member of this body has at any previous ses- 
sion of Congress been good enough to enlighten 
our darkened understandings or to illuminate 
the public mind in reference to this great and 
vital question in the discussion of the proposi- 
tion now before the Senate. When, where, 
how did Georgia cease to be a member of the 
Federal Union? Did she do it by passing an 
ordinance assuming to nullify her ratificat‘on 
of the Federal Constitution? Is that your prop- 
osition? My answer to such a propositien, if 
now made, is that when she passed that ordi- 
nance the President of the United States, the 


| executive power of the country whom you 


entitled ‘* A bill to perfect the reconstruction | 


ofthe State of Georgia.’’ The particular matter 
under consideration when we adjourned yester- 
day was an amendment proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Indiana declaring that the Legislature 
of Georgia shall be provisional until the ratifi- 
cation of the fourteenth and fifteenth amend- 


1 
' 


| placed in power declared, the Congress of the 


United States declared, and the judiciary of 
the United States have declared that it had no 
such operation or effect. 

Did she cease to be a member of the Union 
and a State of the Union when she took up 
arms to make that ordinance good? Every 
department of the Government, executive, 
legislative, and judicial, decided not only at 


| of the Union. 
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gaged in conflict with the forces of the Federal 
Government, but since the cessation of hostil- 
ities, that taking up arms against the Govern- 
ment of the United States had not that effect. 
You declared it in a thousand ways. You 
passed laws apportioning taxes among the sev- 
eral States during the progress of the war, and 
you apportioned to Georgia her share of the 
Federal taxes. If Georgia was not a State in 
the Union, then you had no power in the appor 
tionment of taxes to assess any proportion ot 


| those taxes upon her. You extended your judi 


cial power, your Federal courts, over Georgia 
and over every one of these southern States; 
you apportioned representation in Congress 
among all these States; and your legislation 
in reference to Georgia and the other of these 
southern States was of the same character in 
all respects, so far as the civil administration 
of the Government was concerned, as it was in 
reference to the other States of the Union. 

Why, sir, you were the great Union party 
of the country, as you said, and the preserva 
tion of the Federal Union was emblazoned 
upon your banners; and every one who did not 
subscribe to your party tenets was by you de 
nominated a disumionist. While the war con 
tinued, therefore, not only in speech, in declar 
ation, but by solemn legislative enactment, you 
declared that Georgia was a State of the Fed 
eral Union. 

When did she cease to be a State of th: 
Union? When General Lee commanded the 
southern forces and was contending upon the 
field of battle with those of the Federal Gov 
ernment you declared that every one of these 
States was in the Union, and that none of them 
were out or could go outof the Union: and you 
professed before the American people to fight 
the battle as the great Union battle, and under 
a solemn declaration made by both Houses of 
Congress that the war was prosecuted for no 
purposes of subjugation or conquest, but to pre 
serve the rights of the States, Georgia included 


} unimpaired; and that when the war ceased 


those rights should continue. Now the pro 
visions of your bill treat Georgia as out of thi 
Union, and its advocates speak of readmitting 
Georgia into the Union. ‘Then, when did si 

get out? Was it when General Lee with th: 
southern army surrendered their forces and 
peace once more was restored throughout th 

whole country? War, you said, could not de 
stroy the Union. Neither did war doit. But 
you, the boasted Union party of the country, 
[ had almost said sailing under false pretenses 
bearing a false flag as the great Union party, 
when peace is fully restored and there is no 
foeman in the field to meet, suddenly wake up 
to the fact that eight, nine, or ten States are ou 

If you now legislate upon the 
hypothesis that her ordinance of secession took 
her out of the Union, you must admit that such 
ordinance was passed in the rightful exerci 

of power by her, because acting in contraven 
tion of rightful authority could not have that 
effect, and thus you not only abandon your 
former position in this respect but acknowledge 
that you wrongfully waged war upon a people 


for exercising a recognized and indisputable 


right. 


Then, they were never carried out by force. 
Force could not do it. What has done it? 
Sir, this is what has done it in my humble 
judgment: the necessity in the estimation of 
gentlemen—-of course I do not say in the Sen- 
ate Chamber, but of some gentlemen in the 
country—that the Republican party as a party 
should be permanently seated in the places of 
power; and that they may be so it becom 
necessary to take away from the people of these 
States the power to control their own politica! 
government, to legislate for themselves within 
the limitations of the Constitution of the United 
States; and it becomes necessary that legis 
lators selected from different portions of the 
country should mold and shape and form and 


| establish the governments in those States, not 


the time and during the time that she was en- || that the Constitution of the country may be 
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preserved, not that the rights of the people 
may be respected, not that peace and good 
order should everywhere prevail, but that the 
ltepublican party shall continue in power, not 
only for eight years longer, but for all time to 
come, 

Mr. President, J said that there was an incon- 
sistency between the title of your bill and the 
provisions of your bill. Your bill proposes that 
the Governor of the State of Georgia shall re- 
assemble certain persons declared to constitute 
the Legislature of Georgia under the proclama- 
tion of a certain General Meade, who was mil- 
itary commander of the department of Georgia 
a year or twoago. Is not that provision incon- 
sistent with the idea that Georgia is a State of 
the [ inion, and thus inconsistent with the theory 
of the title of the bill? Is it not inconsistent 
with the idea of Georgia being a State? ‘Test 

t. Would you assume the power of determin- 
ing what individuals should constitute the Legis- 
lature of the State of Indiana, or of Massachu- 
etts, or of New York? Would you pretend 
for one instant upon any question that could 
arise in this body, or upon any state of circum- 
tances that could exist, to determine whether 
A or B was a member of the Legislature of 
either of those States? I apprehend that you 
would not. You would say that that was a 
matter for the sole and exclusive determina- 
tion of the Legislatures of those States respect- 
ively, and a subject-matter of which you had 
no cognizance, over which you had no jurisdic- 
tion. ‘The very idea of a State under our I'ed- 
eral system of government is a State in the 
exclusive possession of all its executive, legis- 
lative, and judicial authority ; a State entitled 
to government for itself and of itself, free from 
any control or supervision by any foreign or 
extraneous body. Any other idea is antago- 
nistic to the idea of a State as a State is con- 
sidered under our Federal Constitution. 

Now, sir, you assume to appoint—l say it is 
in effect to appoint—the members of the Le- 
gislature of Georgia, because you say that the 
(jovernor—and I should like to know how this 
man became Governor, how he can sit in the 
chief executive oflice of Georgia according to 
your theory if Georgia is outof the Union and 
needs your molding and reconstructing hand— 
shall summon, not the Legislature of Georgia, 


'" 


but a particular set of men, those who were || 


declared elected under the proclamation of 
General Meade. You, therefore, are determ- 
ining who constitute the Legislature of Geor- 
gia; your legislation therefore treats Georgia 
as a State outofthe Union. ‘This view of your 
legislation will become very material in the 
consideration of another section of your bill, 
that section which proposes for the consider- 
ation of this Legislature the ratification of your 
so-called fourteenth and fifteenth constitutional 
amendments. 

But, sir, Georgia being thus out of the Union, 
according to the provisions of your bill and the 
spirit ef your bill, according to the legislation 
which you propose for Georgia, I wish to know 
now how you get the power, according to our 
theory of a republican government, of legis 
lating orsaying who shall legislate for Georgia? 
You are assuming to have control over Georgia. 
iby your reconstruction acts you assumed to have 
control of her by force of military power, and 


you placed her in one of the military districts | 





Mr. President, what is the theory of our 
Government? It is that the people govern 
themselves by representatives chosen by them- 
selves, not by representatives chosen or desig- 
nated by the lederal Congress or by any other 
power except the people themselves who are 
to be affected by the legislation. You do not 
hold Georgia asacolony. ‘This Government 
has no authority under the Constitution of the 
United States to hold a colony. You do not 
hold her as a conquered province subject to 
your rule, because this Government has no 
authority under the Constitution of the United 
States to hold and governa conquered province 
and to legislate for it. You do not hold her 
as a territory and cannot hold her as a terri- 
tory, because within the meaning and spirit of 
your Constitution a territory is erected not out 
of the States existing at the formation of the 
Constitution, but out ofterritory which belonged 
to the United States and which had not been 
erected into States. But, sir, even in the case 
of Territories erected within the limits of your 
possessions which have not theretofore been 
inhabited, when they have a sudlicient popu- 
lation for the organization of territorial gov- 
ernments Congress never assumed to legislate 
forthem. ‘lhey organize them, and the people 
inhabiting those Territories elect their Delegate 
to Congress and choose the members of their 
territorial Legislatures, and Congress never 
assumed to legislate for the people, and why? 
Because had Congress attempted directly to 
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tution of the British Government that taxatio, 
cannot be imposed without representation na 
taxation, in the language of Pitt, is no part of 
the political power, because the taxes accord, 
ing to their theory and their principle of govern, 
ment are what the Commons yield or give ‘. 
the Government. Under our system of gor: 
ernment taxes are a gift from the people t 
the Government, but they can never be imposed 
unless it is by their consent, and that congey, 
is given by virtue of their representation ;, 
Congress, as that consent is manifested in t), 
Knglish Government by the representation of 
the people in the British Parliament. 

If Georgia be not a State in the Union, jj 


| she be in such a condition that she need: 


legislate for the people even of a Territory it | 


would have been in contravention of the spirit, 
the soul of our republican institutions, which is 
that the people govern themselves through rep- 
resentatives chosen by themselves; and this 
principle applies to every State and every Ter- 
ritory, and to every organized possession which 
is subject to the Constitution of the United 
States. When you acquire territory, either 
by treaty or in any other mode, and it becomes 
the territory of the United States, the moment 


readmission into the Union, if there is any 
power which she cannot exercise which a State 
within the meaning of the Constitution has t}, 
right and the ability to exercise, which yoy 
prevent her from exercising, then she ig yo: 
such a State within the meaning of the Consii. 
tution as can ratify any amendment to ti, 
Constitution. ‘That we may have a correc 
idea of what it requires to make a ratification 
of a constitutional amendment valid according 
to the true intent and meaning of the Constity. 
tion we must consider what is a State within 
the meaning of that instrument, and we arrive 
at a correct idea of the meaning of a State by 
reference to the character of the political com 
munities which ratified the original instrument 
Kach one of those political communitir 
thirteen in number, possessed exclusive legis 
lative, executive, and judicial power withi: 
itself. They were not subject, as far as thei: 
internal government was concerned, to th 
surpervisory power of any other body. Thi 
was their character when they originally rati 


' fied the Constitution. This was their character 


that the title passes to you the Constitution of | 


the United States is spread all over it with all 
its provisions, and you cannot exercise one 
particle of arbitrary power over itsinbabitants. 
Kvery provision of the Constitution for the 
security of the American citizen is applicable 
to the inhabitants and available by the inhab- 
itants of such territory, and the free political 
principles of the Constitution secure to such 
inhabitants political freedom and security. 
‘The power of legislating for themselves when 
they are in an organized form, a political asso- 
ciation, a people, either the people of a State 
or a Territory, is inherently, in the very nature 
of our republican institutions and from the 
genius of our system of government and by 
virtue of constitutional provisions, in the peo 
ple themselves. Whenever the power to select 
their own representatives is taken away arbi- 


| trarily from the people, and whenever you deny 


| have not the privilege of being represented in | 


of that section of the country and made the | 


whole of that district and the whole of the 
South absolutely and unqualifiedly subject to 
the arbitrary will of the General of the Army. 
I attempted to show on a former occasion, and 
I believe successfully—at least I did so to the 
satisfaction of my own mind—that your recon- 
struction acts of Congress, if they were enforced, 
not only destroyed all government in the South, 
but all title to property and all right to the enjoy- 
ment of life and liberty and the security of per- 
son and property. You even now, | presume, 


| tended, even by the progressive gentlemen who | 
| constitute this great Union alias Republican 
party, thatthe Government of the United States | 
/is less free, less republican, than the English 
| Government. 


to the people either of a State or Territory the 
right of representation in the body which im- 
poses taxation, your right to tax immediately 
ceases. You have no power, no authority, 
according to our system of government to im- 
pose a tax for any purpose upon any people 
who are not represented in the body, or who 


the body imposing the tax. 


Sir, this is no new principle in our theory of 
government. I presume it will not be con- 


You would consider him as a 


| traitor to his country who should avow or even 
| harbor thethoughtthat the English Government 
| was a freer Government than the Government 


of the United States. The President, the great 
man who sits in the White House, skilled, 


| learned in the law and in the science of fov- 


base this bill upon and propose this enactment || ernment, and who knows what free government 


under and in execution of your reconstruction 
acts heretofore passed, 


| 


is, has told you how free and how great you 
are. Well, sir, it is a principle of the consti- 


when they subsequently ratified the first twel) 

amendments to the Constitution. They wer 
then members of the Federal Union, but the; 
possessed absolute and exclusive control over 
their own internal government, possessing the! 
own executive, legislative, and judicial powers 
free from any control by Congress or by any other 
power whatever. It wasto such a body of mer 
that the ratification of the twelve articles o 
umenudment was proposed by Congress. It wa 
by such bodies of men, such political commu 
nities, that those articles were ratified. Being 
such political communities they had the con 
stitutional right of representation in the Senate 
and Hlouse of Representatives; they had th: 


| right to vote for Presidentof the United States 


and to do every other thing which pertained to 
a State within the meaning of the I'ederal Con 
stitution. It is only such a political commu- 
nity that constitutes a State within the mean 
ing of the lederal Constitution, and it is only 
such a political community as this to which 


' any ratification of an amendment of the Con- 


stitution can be proposed. 
Now, sir, is Georgia according to yourtheory, 


' according to your legislation, according to the 


provisions of this bill, such a political com: 
munity? Is Georgia, if you have the power 
of reconstructing her, if she is yet to be re- 
admitted into the Union, if she is not entitled 
to representation upon the floor of Congress, 
if you shut your door against her here and shut 


| your door against her Representatives in the 


other House because you say that she is not 
entitled to representation in Congress, is site 
such a political community, such a State within 


‘the meaning of the l’ederal Constitution as 


that you can submit to her an amendment to 
the Constitution? No, sir. You are submit- 
ting it to something else. You are not, if your 


| theory of legislation be true, submitting it toa 


State at all. It is all folly to entitle your bill 
‘A bill to reconstruct the State of Georgia. 

It is folly for you to call Georgia a State, and 
then in the very provisions of your bill to deny to 
her the powers of a State and the rights of 4 
State. You may contradict yourselves; you 
may publish your own inconsistency to the 
world; your bill has that effect and no more; 
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but if you state truly that you have the power 
+o enact the provisions of this bill; that you 
have the power to reconstruct Georgia, to in- 
-ermeddle in any manner with her legislation 
and the exercise of her executive, legislative, 
or judicial power any further than you have 
che same right in reference to any other State 
of the Union, you are proposing an amend- 
ment not to a State. but to some other body. 

Suppose Georgia was an organized lerritory 
under your acts of Congress, could you submit 
a proposition to ratify an amendment of the 
Constitution to her? No; and what is the 
reason? Simply because a Territory, although 
organized and having a legislative body, is not 
the body-politic which according to the terms 

f the Constitution is capable of ratifying an 
amendment. It is aState and a State only that 
can ratify an amendment. And yet, sir, your 
hill proposes, before ¢ reorgia shall even be enti- 
tled to representation by her Senators upon this 
oor or by Representatives in the other House, 
that she, your abject servant and slave, she, 
something over whom you, the Congress of the 
United States, have absolute and, as has been 
contended by gentlemen on this floor, sovereign 
power, shall do as her voluntary act your en- 
foreed act, ratify a constitutional amendment. 
You constitute and make her your humble ser- 
vant, not to do her own act, but to do yours ; 
and when she has done it the old legal maxim 
vill apply, qui facit per alium facit per se. 
You have done it yourselves; it is not Georgia 
that has done it at all. You have constituted 
an abject political slave of yours your agent 
and bid her go and do her master’s will, and 
when she does it the act of the slave is the act 
of the master, and is nothing else. 

And what is the character, the nature of the 
Legislature which you declare in effect shall 
ratify the fourteenth and fifteenth so-called 
amendments to the Constitution? A provisional 
Legislature, declared so by your bill, and a pro- 
visional Legislature called into existence and 
made to act not by the free choice of the people 

{ Georgia but bythe compulsory action of Con- 
sress. Was political inconsistency, legislative 
or party daring ever so boldly or wan- 

nly exhibited ? 

Mr. President, I have stated this point, and 
| hope I have made myself clear upon it, that 

Greorgia is not a State equal in all respects 
with the other States of this Union, free to 
exercise exclusively her legislative, executive, 
and judicial powers, then she is not the body 
contemplated by the Constitution of the United 
States in article five of that instrument, which 
is in these words: 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses 
shall deem it necessary, shall propose amendments 
to this Constitution, or, on the application of the 
Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall 
call a convention for proposing amendments, which 
in either case shall be valid to all intents and pur- 
— as part of this Constitution when ratified by the 

segislatures of three fourths of the several States, or 
by conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one 


or the other mode of ratification may be proposed 
by the Congress.’”’ 


lie 
Olive 


The Constitution speaks of the ratification 
of an amendment to the Constitution by one 
power and one community alone, and that is 
the great polifical power and community of the 
State, and a State within the meaning of the 
Constitution is a body-politic which exercises, 
and there cannot be a State within the meaning 
of the Constitution that does not exercise, of its 


own free will and choice, free from your inter- | 


vention and control, the entire executive, legis- 
lative, and judicial power of its government. 
Sir, tell this Governor Bullock, who some 
two or three years before the wer, as I under- 
stand, found the clime of the North uncon- 
genial to him and who went down to Georgia 
as an express agent or in some other dignified 
character of that sort and now finds himself 
suddenly elevated to the gubernztorial oflice 
of that State, not by the choice of the people, 
‘ul by your helping hands, tell him who thus 
evated to position professes to preside over 


ul to exercise control over Georgia, and who | 
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is now here begging you to interfere against the 
people of whom he is the thus chosen repre- 
sentative, tell him whom to summon and where 
to summon as the Legislature of Georgia. Why 
do you stop bv designating the persons who 
were deciared elected under the military proc- 
lamation of General Meade? Why do you not 
pick out any other number of men and set them 
up by your omnipotent power as the Congress 
of the United States as the Legislature of 
Georgia, and say that they shall be made instru- 
ments to ratify an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States? You have equal 
authority under the Federal Constitution to 
designate any other number of men, white or 
black, as you have to designate the ones whom 
you propose to designate. 

Mr. President, I infer from the remarks 
which have fallen from honorable members of 
this body that the great object of this bill is to 
secure universal suffrage so far as the black 
race are concerned, to give to the negro popu- 
lation, not only of Georgia, but of every State 
in this Union, the right to vote. I may stand 
alone in the declaration and in the expression 
of the opinion, but I have as firm, as fixed, 
and as honest an opinion upon the effect of 
such a ratification upon my State and upon 
the States of Ohio and New York, and other 
States, as [have upon any legal question, even 
elementary in its character, that can be pre- 
sented to my mind. If the views which I have 
presented in reference to the nature and char- 
acter of the political community which under 
our Constitution alone can ratify a proposed 
amendment to the Constitution be true, it 
would follow that your ratification by Geor- 
gia would be absolutely null and void and of 
no effect, and there is no omnipotence in the 
legislative department ofthe Government to give 
it binding force upon any State of this Union. 

Sir, I should have been amazed if I had not 
long since ceased to be amazed at anything 
when I heard it solemnly declared upon the 
floor of the Senate by gentlemen for whom I 
have great personal respect and for whose opin- 
ions, when not carried away by the influences 
of party, | would have respect, by men learned 
in the law, as we have been taught to believe, 
that there is no power to pass in review upon 
the validity and binding effect of such a ratifi- 
cation as this. My honorable and good-natured 
friend from Missouri [Mr. Drake] is only a 


| few steps in advance of his progressive asso- 


ciates. I am not sure but that if he only per- 
severes a little while longer in what he deems a 
good cause he will find the rank and file of his 
party marching up to this outpost to which he 
has already gone. There have been many other 
notions considered just as wild as that of the 
Senator when first advanced in this body by one 
solitary individual making proclamation of 
them, and deemed wild and visionary by the 
laggards of the party at the time, and yet we 
have all seen them in the course of a very few 
months or years, at least, marching up man- 
fully and ready to proclaim as a copperhead 
and traitor any man who doubted the perfect 


| legitimacy of the outpost thus assumed on the 


road of radicalism, or around the camp of 
radicalism. I do not think it is much of a 
camp. It is progressing all the time, knapsack 
or carpet-bag, one or the other, always in hand. 

Sir, under any free Government the inter- 
pretation of all law is of necessity and inhe- 
rently a judicial power. ‘The interpretation 
of constitution or law is no part of legislative 
power. It must of necessity be the exercise 
of judicial power, and judicial power alone. 

Mr. DRAKE. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Certainly. 

Mr. DRAKE. I should like to know from 
the honorable Senator from Delaware whether, 
when a bill comes into the Senate, it is or is 
not his privilege, as a Senator of the United 
States, to determine whether that bi!l is in 
conformity with the Constitution or against it? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I have no objectionat | 
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all to answering the honorable Senator. Cer- 
tainly as a legislator I am bound to consider 
its provisions and see whether, in my judg- 
ment, it conforms to the provisions of the Con- 
stitution of the United States or not. That is 
a duty that l owe to myselfasa legislator. But 
when it passes into an act, and the rights either 
of individuals or communities are to be affected 
by its operation, and the question comes up 
for determination by adverse proceedings by 
contending parties, it is inherently a judicial 
power to determine. It must of necessity be 
so, because (not speaking now with reference 
particularly to the ratification of a constitu- 
tional amendment, but of an act of Congress 
if the question is ligitated in a court the very 
act of Congress, as a matter of course, is cited 
by the party claiming its benefitas law. What 
is the court to do? They must pass upon the 
question whether it is law; whether it is con- 
stitutionally the law of the land. They must 
inquire whether the act of Congress, if you 
please, gives the right or affords the remedy 
sought under it by the party relying upon it; 
and secondly, whether if it does give that right 
or afford that remedy there is no other law of 
the land above it which is in conflict with it and 
which if in conflict with it must prevail. And 
this power of the court to pass upon an act of 
Congress is no greater and no less than is the 
power of the court to pass upon the question 
whether an alleged provision of the Constitu- 
tion, an alleged amendment, if you please, is 
in fact a constitutional provision, is in fact an 
amendment ratified in accordance with the 
provisions of the Constitution. 

But, Mr. President, I was passing on to 


‘another branch of the legal aspect of this 


question, and about to state a proposition which 
| said if I stood alone upon | honestly enter- 
tained the belief of its truth, and I here hon- 
estly avow it; and that is that even if Georgia 
was a State in the Union, and if three fourths 
of the States that are in the Union were to 
ratify a proposed amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States which destroyed 
the power of a State, a member of the I’ederal 
Union, to control the management of its own 
domestic and internal affairs ; as, for instance, 
if a proposed amendment to the Constitution 
goes so far as to say who shall or who shall 
not vote for Governor of my State or members 
of the Legislature of my State, and if that pro 
posed amendment is ratified by three fourths 
of the States acknowledged to be in the Union, 
and does not receive the assent of my State, the 
ratification by three fourths is absolutely null 
and void; and forthis reason: because under 
our form of government there must of neces 
sity be limitations upon the power of amend 
ment growing out of the nature and character 
of our political institutions. ‘The States never 
meant by giving to three fourths of Congress 
the power to ratify a proposed constitutional 
amendment to surrender all the power of in 
ternal government within their own limits to 
the Federal Government. ‘They never, in 
other words, gave to three fourths of the States 
the power to destroy the State governments ; 
and whenever three fourths of the States go 
to such an extent as to say who shall vote for 
mere municipal officers of a State, for State 
officers, they goto the extent of saying who 
shall not vote, and they go to the extent of" 
saying that noone shall vote at all; and when 
they can go to that extent they can go to the 
extent of saying there shall be neither execu 
tive, legislative, nor judicial officers within a 
State. The power of amendment contem- 
plated by the Gonstitation is a power of amend 
ment to perfect the system, to develop the 
system, if you please, in its operations, to 
make it more beneficial for the common wea! 
and prosperity of the whole; but it never was 
intended to be a power of amendment to 
destroy the very nature of the Federal Gov 
ernment, or the nature, powers, and essential 
characteristics and rights of the State govern- 
ments. 
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Let us testit, sir. I ask you whether if two 
thirds of Congress were to propose an amend- 
ment declaring that the powers of this Govern- 
ment, legislative, executive,and judicial, should 
not be vested in a Congress, in a President, and 
in a judiciary, but should be absolutely vested in 
ihe oceupant of the White House at the present 
time, and in the insanity and madness of the 
hour three fourths of the States were to ratify 
such a provision as that, would such a ratifica- 
tion be binding on any non-assenting State? 
No, sir; because the ratification would be in 
conflict with the nature and character of the 
Government to which the States had assented, 
and contrary to the purpose and objects for 
which the Government was formed. 

What was the purpose and objeci of the form- 
ation of the Federal Constitution, and of the 
States in entering into it?) Was it to destroy 
their State organizations, to destroy their mu- 
nicipal or internal power of government? No, 

ir; it was rather to secure them, because they 
reserved to themselves all powers not expressly 
vranted; and when a proposed amendment 


goes to the extent of destroying the members | 


to the compact, of destroying the State govern- 
ments, of subverting our complex system of 
(iovernment, State and I*ederal, and resolving 
all power into the hands of one man, such a 
ratification ceases to be binding and operative 
upon a non-assenting State. 
instance which | have named 
amendment were proposed to vest all power in 


| 
| 


If it is so in the | 
it is so if an | 


the Congress of the United States and make | 


its actions sovereign over the States in every 
This, I admit, is not exactly germane 
to the matter before the Senate any further than 
it may be worthy of consideration in forming 
a correct opinion as to the power of ratification 
conterred within the spirit of the Constitution 
upon three fourths of the States. 

Returning, Mr. President, tothe subject-mat- 
ter before the Senate, what has Georgia done 
that you must now try again your reconstruct- 
ing power upon her? You passed an act, if I 
mistake not, in June, 1868,in which Congress 
tands pledged that when Georgia should per- 


resp ft. 


form certain acts therein specified her Senators | 


and 


Cougress. 


Representatives should be admitted to 


Your President declared in his message, de- 
livered at the commencement of this session, 
as follows: 


“Seven States which have passed ordinances of | 


ccession have been fully restored to their places in 
the i ni n. 
which she ratified her constitution, republican in 
form, elected a Governor, members of Congress, a 
State Legislature, and allother oflicers required. The 
(iovernor was duly installed, and the Castsatere 
metand performed all the acts then required of them 


The eighth, Georgia, held an election at | 


hy the reconstruction acts of Congress. Subsequently, | 


however, in violation of the constitution which they 
had just ratified, as since decided by the supreme 


court of that State, they unseated the colored mem- | 


bers of the Legislature.” 

President Grant himself acknowledged that 
Georgia had done everything required of her 
by your reconstruction acts of Congress. Then 
she was entitled to admission, if she has to 
come and knock at your door for admission. 
You are not legitimate doorkeepers in this 
controversy. You have no such exalted legal 
position as doorkeeper of the Senate of the 
United States. The Constitution of the United 


States alone guards that door, and you are || 
usurpers if such is your greed and thirst for | 


oflice as a political party that you want to 
become and do become doorkeepers to the 
Senate Chamber and House of Representa- 
tives, to keep out or to let in whom you please. 
Here is your President saying that Georgia 
has done everything required of her. Oh, but 
then, he says, after she did all this there were 
several poor negroes turned out of the Legis- 
lature; and now you who love and cherish the 
African race so well, you the great political 
humanitarians of the age, you who may find 
that the vote of the African race is necessary 
for your continuance in power, are appealed to 
by your chosen leader to legislate further in 
reference to Georgia; and lo and behold, you 
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implicitly obey his commands, and here isa bill 
before us to do the bidding of the Executive! 

Mr. President, is it the desire of Congress, 
is it the honest wish of Congress that the 
people of Georgia may, if you please, recon- 
struct themselves? Are you willing to let 
them perform this great work of self-building 
up and self-qualification for the discharge of 
political trusts? What did the Legislature of 
Georgia do after these negro members were 
declared ineligible to seats in the Georgia 
Legislature? What did Judge Brown, that is 
now, of glorious Pulaski fame, but a recon- 
structed patriot and a good Republican, and 
what did many of your Republican friends in 
Georgia do before the election of the Legis- 
lature? If I have not been misinformed they 
declared before the people of Georgia that while 
negroes would have the right to vote, accord- 
ing to the constitution of Georgia which had 
been framed negroes could not hold office, and 
they advocated the adoption of the constitu- 
tion framed by the convention of Georgia under 
your reconstruction acts on that ground, and 
it was adopted. After the Legislature was 
elected and was organized this question came 
up for consideration, and it was decided by the 
majority of the Legislature that under the con- 
stitution of Georgia—mind you, your fourteenth 
amendment did not touch the question of the 
power to hold oflice, did not confer it on the 
negro race—negroes were not eligible to hold 
oftice in Georgia, although they had the right 
to vote. 

But it appears by the records of the Legis- 
lature that when they made that decision they 
passed a resolution declaring that a case should 
be made for the decision of the highest legal 


| tribunal of Georgia in respect to that very mat- 


Has she performed those acts? || 


ter, and expressed as a body their belief that 
the people of Georgia would willingly submit 
to that decision, and your Governor Bullock 
vetoed it,as laminformed. Here is the reso- 
lution adopted by the Legislature of Georgia 
and which was vetoed by Governor Bullock, 
who, lam told, nowis urging Congress to recon- 
struct the people over whom he claims to pre- 
side as chief executive officer: 


‘** Whereas it is believed that a judicial decision of 
the question of the colored man’s right to hold office 
in Georgia under the constitution now in force would 
restore the State to her proper position inthe Union 
and give quiet throughout the State; and whereas 
said question is one which the courtsof the State can 
properly take cognizance of; and whereas we, the 
representatives of the people of Georgia, are unwill- 
ing that any effort should be spared on our part to 
bring about a state of peace and happiness to the 
people and asettlementof that important question:”’ 
Be it therefore, 

** Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the State of Georgia in General Assembly con- 
vened, That a case involving the right of the colored 
man to hold office shall as soon as the same can be 


| properly brought before the supreme court of the 
| State be heard and determined by said court, and 


| 


we believe that the people of the State will, as they 
have heretofore always done, in good faith abide the 
decision of the highest judicial tribunal of the State 
whenever so declared.’’ 


Does that manifest any disposition on the 
part of the Legislature of Georgia to do other- 
wise than according to law, and according to 
law as expounded by the legal tribunal over 
which Judge Brown, whose loyalty you, sir, 
and the members of this Senate who act polit- 
ically with you, will not question, presides? 
Did he not seize upon Iort Pulaski, or order it 
to be done? Did he not assent to all the acts 
of the confederacy during the progress of the 
war? But has he not voted the Republican 
ticket ever since, and was he not a member of 
the Chicago convention? Can you question his 
loyalty? And yet the Legislature of Georgia 


| is willing to submit the decision of this ques- 


tion to the court over which such a man, re- 


nowned through the whole course of his life 


for disinterested loyalty, presides ! 
This resolution I am told Governor Bullock 
vetoed. Why? Come out and tell us the 


whole of this story that there is some partisan | 


interest to be subserved and which is underly- 
ing all your action here. He vetoed it; but 
there it stands the solemnly pledged declara- 
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tion of the Legislature of Georgia after the 
expulsion of the negro members that they y; 
abide by and the people of Georgia will ahja, 
by that decision, and that the highest aspira. 
tion of their souls is that all these questio,, 
may be settled peaceably and harmonioyg), 
so that they and the people and the whole 
South may go on in the paths of peace to pros. 
perityand happiness. Why will younot agreo 
gentlemen of the Senate, that they shall hay. 
an opportunity to show their sincerity when 
they meet in January next? I want thp 
country to understand why it is that there j, 
such haste in pressing this bill for the more 
perfect reconstruction of the State of Georgia 
It is, 1 am warranted in inferring from th. 
action of the Georgia Legislature and fron 
the circumstances which surround this cage 
that the people of Georgia through their Legis. 
lature shall not have an opportunity of their 
own free will to conform their legislation an; 
their legislative action to the decisions of the 
courts upon this question. 

There is some screw loose in the Republican 
machine in Georgia as sure as you sit there. 
sir, and | want some of our Republican friends 
to tell uswhat itis. Jetus know what politica! 
part of the machine itis that does not work well 
and needs overhauling, needs a little applica 
tion, to use a rather common expression, of 
congressional oil. Something is wrong wit) 
your party machinery. If not, why press thi 
bill? Why not trust the sincerity of the Georgia 
Legislature? Why not give the people of 
Georgiaan opportunity to determine this matte: 
for themselves ? 

Mr. President, I have said enough upon thi 
question, more than [ should have done perhaps, 
certainly a great deal more than I intended to 
say when I arose to address the Senate. 1) 
me, the idea of Congress proposing to readmit 
a State has been one of the most absurd and 
incomprehensible ideas that was ever presented 
to my mind. ‘The idea that the creature 
formed by the States, deriving all its powers 
from the States, limited in the Constitution, 
which is the common agreement of the States, 
in the exercise of its powers, and to compara 
tively very few powers, should assume to |!) 
greater than its creator, should assume tor 
construct its creator, is to me incomprehe: 
sible and absolutely absurd. 

Sir, I indulge in no prophecies in reference 
to the future, but I cannot but entertain the 
hope that however unpropitious the past has 
been for the accomplishment of such a great 
work, and notwithstanding the smiles of exult- 
ation which I see upon the faces of many of 
my political opponents in this Chamber, the 
time will come when a more proper sense, a 
renewing sense of the true theory of both our 
Iederal and State Governments shall possess 
the mind of the American people, and when, 
instructed by the teachings of the fathers and 
animated by their example, they will give their 
hearts and their souls to the reéstablishment 
and to the perpetuation of those principles o! 
constitutional and civil liberty under which it 
was our fortune in past times to live, but of the 
benefits in practice of which we are now most 
unhappily deprived. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I now move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of execu: 
tive business. 

Mr.SUMNER. I willinquire of the Senator 
whether we may not get a vote on the Georg!s 
billand dispose of that, and then proceed to the 
consideration of executive business ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I thought the indica 
tions were such as to show that there could be 
no immediate vote, and I supposed it like!) 
that we should not be long in executive session. 


abide 


| I do not know how that may be. 


Mr. SUMNER. But I ask the Senatot 
whether we might not attempt a vote now on 
the Georgia question ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
struggling for the floor. 


Mr. CARPENTER. 


Several gentlemex are 


Mr. President—— 
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rhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
-om Illinois has moved that the Senate proceed 
+o the consideration of executive business, and 
.e persists in the motion. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I shall not oppose that 
motion. 1 desire simply to say that it is very 
mportant that this Georgia bill should be 
assed to-night, and I trust the friends of the 

| will remain and after a short executive 
ession return to the consideration of the bill, 
and if possible sit it out and pass it to-night. 
it is due to the people of Georgia and it is 
ive to our friends on the other side, who will 
he very unhappy as long as this discussion is 
protracted, to determine it as soon as possible. 
‘ The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 

n the motion of the Senator from Illinois. 

[he motion was agreed to. 

NINTH CENSUS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. While the doors 
are being closed the Chair will lay before the 
Senate a bill for reference. 

The bill (H. R. No. 424) to provide for tak- 
ing the ninth census of the United States was 
read twice by its title. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. To what com- 
mittee shall this bill be referred ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let it lie on the table for 
the present. 

Mr. CONKLING. I suggest that it be printed 
in the mean time. 

Mr. SUMNER. Itwill be printed, ofcourse. 

The bill was ordered to lie on thetable, and 
be printed. 

SALE OF LANDS IN CALIFORNIA. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
also state that yesterday the Senator from Ver- 
mont [Mr. EpmMunps] objected tothe reference 
of the joint resolution (H. R. No. 86) in regard 
to the suspension of the sale of certain lands 
in California, supposing it should go to the 
Committee on Retrenchment. He has since 
nformed the Chair that he was mistaken in 
the resolution, and he thinks that it should go 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. STEWART. Is it the joint resolution 
n regard to suspending an order of the Secre- 
tary ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STEWART. A similar resolution has 
been considered by the Committee on the 
Pacific Railroad, and there is no necessity for 
a reference of that resolution. I suggest that 
it lie on the table until called up. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It will lie on the 
table. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The Senate then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of executive business; and after some time 
spent therein, the doors were reopened. 

STATE OF GEORGIA. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 
281) to perfect the reconstruction of Georgia. 

Mr. STOCKTON. Mr. President, in the 
course of the debate on this bill yesterday I 
think I understood the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. Epmunps] to say that it was the habit 
of members of the Senate in speaking to any 
question to speak about everything else except 
the question directly before the Senate. I 
shall endeavor not to occupy one moment more 
than is necessary to present to the Senate one 
ingle point, and that point directly to the 
question now before the Senate. That ques- 
tion is the amendment of the Senator from 
Indiana [Mr. Morron] to Senate bill No 281, 
entitled *A bill to perfect the reconstruction 
of the State of Georgia.’’ I should like to 
have that amendment read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
will report the amendment. 

The Secretary. The amendment is to 
trike out the eighth section of the bill after 
the enacting clause, in the following words: 


That the Legislature of Georgiashall be regarded 


43 provisional only until the further action of Con- 
gress, 


The Secretary 
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And in lieu of these words to insert: 
¥ 


That the Legislature shall be provisional only, and 
until after it has ratified the fourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments tothe Constitutionof the United States, 
and Senators and Representatives in Congress from 
the State of Georgia have been admitted to their 


seats. 

Mr. STOCKTON. By the bill No. 281, as 
I said, entitled ‘‘A bill to perfect the recon- 
struction of Georgia,’’ Georgia is supposed to 
be a State out of the Union which can only be 
admitted by aid of the reconstruction laws ; 
and by the candid admission of the Senator 
from Michigan [Mr. Howarp] and others it is 
claimed that Georgia must be humiliated, and 
that Georgia must be made to feel her humil- 
iation, before she ean be restored or is fit to 
take her place among her sister States. The 
military commander is to issue a proclamation 
convening in the State-house at the eapital of 
that State, on the second Wednesday of Jan- 
uary, 1870, all persons shown to have been 
elected to the Legislature of that State by the 
proclamation of Major General George G. 
Meade, dated June 25, 1868. 

It is provided in section two of the bill— 

That if after their organization has been com- 
pleted and aceepted by the military commander, as 
provided in the preceding section, the Legislature 
thus organized shall in due form ratify the amend 
ments tothe Constitution of the United States known 
as the fourteenth and fifteenth, and shall in all things 
comply with the conditions preseribed by the act of 
Congress providing for the reconstruction of the late 
rebel States, the State of Georgia shall be entitled to 
full representation in the Congress of the United 
States. 

The Legislature of Georgia, Mr. President, 
is to be provisional—provisional only and until 
after it has ratified the fourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments. ‘Thedistinguished Senator from 
Michigan yesterday in his legal examination 
of this question, and with the approval, I think, 
of his party friends around him, said there 
was no coercion in this; that if Georgia did 
not accept she did not become a State and was 
not admitted, but it was at her option to accept 
or not as she saw fit; she could do as she 
pleased. Other Senators on the same side, if 
{ recollect rightly, have claimed and avowed 
the right to coerce the State to the adoption 
of these amendments. 

Now, let me remind you, Mr. President, and 
remind the Senate, that when the bill for the 
admission of the States of Mississippi, Virginia, 
and ‘l'exas was before the Senate at its last 
session the Senator from Indiana offered an 
amendment in which he provided that after 
those States were admitted, after they were 
reconstructed, after they were States in fall 
communion, but before they were admitted to 
suffrage, they should adopt this fifteenth con- 

| stitutionalamendment. it was charged at that 
| time on this floor that that was an attempt to 
coerce sovereign States; that it was impossi- 
| ble, that it could not be done, that there was 
no power which could make that a part of the 
Constitution of the United States unless the 
requisite number of States adopted it when 
left to their free choice. The view the gentle- 
men of the majority took was that these States 
| were out of the Union, and although that might 
be true on their own ground, on their own 
principle, by their bill they readmitted them, 
rehabilitated them, and made them States in 
all respects as their sister States, except that 
they deprived them of suffrage and made the 
adoption of a constitutional amendment by 
them a condition-precedent to suffrage. 

Mr. President, the Constitetion of the United 
States says that no State shall be deprived of 
its suffrage in the Senate without its consent. 
It was charged home upon these gentlemen 
that the fifteenth constitutional amendment 
could not be adopted in that way ; and the argu- 
ments seem to have weight; the arguments in 
the country since the last session seem to have 

| had weight, for now the distinguished Senator 
| from Wisconsin, [ Mr. Carpenter, } the distin- 
| guished Senator from Vermont, [Mr. I[dp- 


|| MuNDS,] and other Senators think that that 


| matter had better be left to Georgia. ‘They say 
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that Georgia cannot come in unless she does 
adopt the amendment, but they do not propose 
to force her in the way here proposed 
The Senator from Indiana, however. comes 

and proposes what? That before Georgia is a 
sovereign State according to his theory, before 
she is admitted, while her government isa pro 

visional government, while she is under mili- 
tary government, she shall adopt this fifteenth 
amendment. ‘T'hat is the point I wish to bring 
distinetly before the Senate. First, you pro- 
posed in the case of Mississippi, Virginia, and 
Texas that after they were sovereign States 
you would coerce them, coerce them by depriv- 
ing them of suffrage; and now you propose 
before Georgia is a sovereign State, while she 
has only a provisional government, to coerce 
her, and provide that she can beeome a State 
only in ease she adoptsit. How, then, can she 
adopt it? The Constitution of the United 
States was adopted by all the States. It never 
could have been a Constitution forall except by 
the ratification of every individual State ; and | 
avow as a principle of government that a com- 
pact made in that way cannot be severed ex- 
cept by the consent of all; and any man who 
makes a different proposition, any Senator who 
does not admit that, maintains the right of 
] have always denied the right of 
secession, and I deny it upon that principle, 
that every State which entered voluntarily into 


secession. 


| this compact has a right to hold every other 


State to the compact, and it cannot be dissolved 
except by unanimous consent, nor could it be 
altered except by the same consent if there 
were nota different provision made on the sub- 
ject by the authority of all. 

The Constitution provided within itself how 
it should be altered. Three fourths of the 
States may alter it; but why? Because the 
assent given beforehand was that the whole 
should speak by the voice of three fourths ; and 
it is because and alone because it is the voice 
of all that the Constitution can be amended. 
In a legislative botly it is a well known princi- 
ple that the voice of the majority without any 
previous rule made is the voice of all. Lvery 
bill that passes Congress is the unanimous ex- 
pression of Congress ; and yet you may agree 
by your rules that you will require larger ma- 
jorities in some cases than others, or that in 
some cases aplurality may govern. So in this 
instrument, which required for its alteration 
unanimous consent, it was declared how that 
consent should be given by the votes of three 
fourths of the States. 

Now, Mr. President, let me ask how it is 
possible to reconcile the two theories with one 
another. Ifthe Senator from Indiana is right 
now, and if this Congress adopts this bill with 
his amendment, then I say it is a declaration 
by Congress that the States of Mississippi, 
Virginia, and Texas cannot ratify the fifteenth 
amendment in the position in which they are 
now held under duress. It is admitted that if 
the Constitution means anything when it says 
that no State shall be deprived of suffrage 
without its consent you cannot create States 
by your own theory and deprive them of suf- 
frage. 

1 hold, with the distinguished Senator who 
has addressed the Senate at length this morn- 
ing, that these States have never been out of 
the Union, that they could not go out of the 
Union, that they have always been in the 
Union; but I say that when you start on the 
theory of their governments being provisional 
and military governments, and then calling 
those military governments, those temporary 
governments together by the military com 
mander of a division to act upon a constitu- 
tional amendment, you are depriving my State 
and the State of Ohio and all the rest of the 
States who have never been in rebellion or 
tainted with it of their rights. 

Mr. President, if this affected Georgia alone 
I might not raise my voiee in the Senate in 
regard to it: but it is 
New Jersey, it is Ohio that you are touching ; 


not Georgia alone, it 1s 
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your are altering fundamentally the compact 
that our fathers made; you are altering it in 
an essential particular. You are taking away 
(rom us our local home governments. You 
ure taking away from us that portion of the 
government to which we looked for the pro- 
tection of life and liberty. You are taking 
uway public security. You may, on the same 
principle, elect every magistrate of ours by 
altering the Constitution; and is it pretended 
that military States, that provisional govern- 
ments may so speak in altering this contract, 
that you may take away every home-born right 
every right which is sacred, and every right for 
which this Government was originally founded ? 

Mr. President, I know that the use of the 
word ‘State rights’’ is getting offensive to 
some of ny friends onthe other side; butas the 
distinguished Senator from Ohio said this morn- 
ing, they must admit even in their view that the 
States have some rights. Now it is said that 
Congress is omnipotent; itis said that Congress 
ean do anything. Mr. President, Congress is 
uot omnipotent. Congress isa body of limited 
powers—limited by the Constitution ; and it is 


in addition to that the mere reservoir of pow: | 


ers yiven by the States, the remainder of which 
are still in the people and in the States. That, 
as a principle of government, is not disputed, 
and therefore I say that Congress has no right 
to pass an act, which this bill is, to alter the 
Constitution of the United States. Itis an act 
to alter the Constitution of the United States 
in an easier mode than the mode provided 
therein, 

It has been proposed here within a few days 
to enact that the Supreme Court shall no longer 
determine questions which are political, and 
that Congress shall decide what are political 
questions. A bill has been introduced to author- 
ize a department of the Government to determ- 
ine when an amendment to the Constitution is 
udopted. Then bythe passage of this act, and 
by depriving the Supreme Court, by calling it 
a political question, of the power of acting on 
the constitutionality of this so-called amend- 
iment, and by referring the determination of its 
ratification to one of the departments of the 
Government, you absolutely alter by legislation 
the Constitution of the United States in a 
manner not provided therein, and ina different 
manner. I insist upon it that such an alter- 
ation is totally and entirely illegal, and in vio- 


lation of the instrument itself; nay—lI cannot | 


use a milder expression; I use the word in its 
proper sense—it is revolution; that is, it over- 
turns the Government of our fathers. 


It requires, as I have said, three fourths of | 


the States to amend the Constitution. That, 
of course, meant three fourths of the sovereign 
States, three fourths of such States as met 


State, a constitution that I have sworn over 
and over again to support, which contains the 
word ‘‘ white’’ in it, which you mean to strike 
out by an attempt to alter the Constitution of 
the United States in this way. 

Now, Mr. President, I have a remedy if you 
do not take it from me. The Constitution has 
givenusaremedy. We have aright to appeal 
to the courts. It is singular to see these bills 
all standing pari passu, by one of which you take 
thatrightaway. Thatis partof your scheme, by 
which you propose to deprive me of the resort 
which is yet left, to the courts. Sir, does a 
State where the habeas corpus is suspended 
stand in such a position as to adopt a constitu- 
tional amendment? Cana State where a man 
in violation of the test of the Constitution itself 
can be tried for his life, and condemned, and 
hanged, without the indictment or presentment 
of a grand jury and without a trial by a petty 
jury—can such a State adopt an alteration of 
the constitution of my State? Sir, when you 
can tear a man from the very altar of liberty, 
when you can tear a man away who is clinging 
to your Supreme Court for his life and claim- 
ing the protection of the judiciary, when you 
can do that in a State and are doing it every 
day, do you mean to tell me that the military 
provisional government of a State where that is 
tolerated can alter the constitution of my State 


| and of the United States? 


I make these remarks in sorrow; I make 
them simply that they may be recorded; and 
I believe the day will come when this amend- 
ment, if it is pretended to be adopted in this 
way, will be pronounced to be no part of the 
Constitution of the United States. I have not 


| spoken for Georgia; I have spoken entirely in 


the interest of the northern States, those States 
which have not been at all tainted with rebel- 
lion. But, Mr. President, before I sit down 


_leb me say one little word for Georgia. 


| committee to try how not to do it. 


I was in the Senate of the United States when 
the proposition was originally introduced to 
create the Committee on Reconstruction. I 
think it was four years ago; and it was pro- 
nounced then on this floor by one of the ablest 
Senators then here, who is not here now, as a 
What has 
been the experience ; what is the condition of 
things now after the lapse of four or five years ; 
why are Mississippi, Virginia, and Georgia to 
be tied up with all these restrictions; why are 
they to be made to adopt constitutional amend- 
ments which were not required to be adopted 
by their sister States who had also been in the 


| rebellion before they were entitled to come in; 


why should they be placed in this position? 


| Because the Congress of the United States 


together originally as independent sovereign- || 


ties, and who for the pretension of these very || 


home rights of which I speak gave up some of 
theirindividual liberty that they might be better 
protected against foreign nations. That was 
the object of the formation of this Government, 


to protect these very home liberties of which | 


you now seek to deprive us; and, as I said, it 
requires three fourths of these sovereign States 
to amend the compact. But now if this mili- 


tary State, this provisional government, is to || 


have a voice in amending the Constitution 
before she is admitted as a State of the Union, 
how much is she to count? Is she to count a 
full State or what fraction of a State? 


know and admit by their action that the people 
are opposed to such an alteration of the Con- 
stitution. The people of the United States will 
never submit, if they can legally prevent it, to 
your forcing negro suffrage upon them. It is 


| not so much negro suffrage that I object to; 
| that is almost everywhere adopted already. My 


Ifthese || 


other three States are to speak under your com- || 


pulsion afier they have got in how much are 
they to count? What is the ratio? They cer- 
tainly do notstand in the same position as these 
original States who made the bargain. 
course certainly breaks the relations of the State 


This | 


of Ohio, the State of New Jersey, and the State | 
of New York with one another, and breaks | 


their relations with the Federal Government. || 


[t establishes a new principle ; it takes a posi- 
tion never before taken in this country: that 
you have aright to come in and strike the 
word ‘‘white”’ out of the constitution of my 


| 


objection is that you force it upon the States con- 
trary to their constitutions; that you break their 
constitutions down and deprive them of their 
liberty. That isa much more serious question 
than who votes or who does not. Neitheris the 
objection to negro suffrage properly made when 
it is simply said that you are opposed to negro 
votes and that this is a white man’s Govern- 
ment. It is that upon principle every conserv- 
ative man believes that the right to be the sov- 
ereigns in this country, the right to deposit the 
ballot that makes a man sovereign should not 
be exercised by any large class of ignorant 
people of any race or color. ‘That is the prin- 
ciple upon which it rests. It is true there is a 
distinction in color which all must admit under 
some circumstances and for social purposes ; 
but I do not make that point; we are not 
obliged to meet the question on that ground. 
The true ground is that the negroes as a class 
are not at present so educated and fitted as to 
govern id control this country. Bat, as [ 
said before, the objection is not so much to 
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allowing negroes to vote as itis to the method 
in which you seek to attain it by destroyin, 
everything that is left of value in the relation. 
between the States and the General Gover, 
ment, 

But, Mr. President, as I said, one little word 
for Georgia. Why has she been kept in this 
position? Solely for the purpose of carryin, 
out all these measures and keeping, as has hee, 
well said to-day, the Republican party in power. 
I am very little of a party man—I certain), 
could not speak in that point of view, addres. 
ing the Senate of the United States on such g 
serious subject—but I say I would not care how 
long they kept in power if they would only ge 
toward the country as they should act, if they 
would only adopt and carry out those principles 
which are necessary to preserve those relations 
which have heretofore existed between tho 
States and the General Government. But j; 
their power is to be perpetuated by force—fo, 
this amounts to nothing more—and when per. 
petuated in that way is to be continued ynii! 
this country is made a form of government 
worse, as it will become if these measures are 
persevered in to the end, than any monarchy 
in Europe, it is time that the people should gee 
where these things are tending ; it is time that 
they should put down their foot here. Nearly 
every State in the North which has expressed 
itself on this subject has spoken plainly; the 
will of the people is known, and for this reagoy 
the fifteenth amendment must be adopted by 


coercion at the present time or it is lost forever, 


Have you got so far now, gentlemen, that you 
areafraid to go back? Must you force thisthing 
on? I rose, as I said, simply to present that 
one point, the inconsistency which exists be. 
tween the two plans proposed by you; the one 
for Mississippi, Virginia, and Texas, the other 
for Georgia. Ibelievethe time has come when 
the people themselves will begin to notice the 
inconsistency of all these reconstruction meas 
ures, and if I desired to make capital out of it 
I would much prefer that these gentlemen 
should succeed in fastening this amendment on 
the bill, because it would simply make the bill 
more offensive and more odious. As itis, it 
seems to me that the view taken by the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin and the Senator from Ver- 


| montis much more wise—wise in every aspect; 


because no matter how Georgia may then be 
morally compelled, no matter what effect ‘: 
might have upon the Constitution of the coun: 
try, no matter how that effect and that moral 
compulsion might react upon my State in alter 
ing her constitution, yet the principle is not 
then boldly assumed that Congress has power 
to compel States to ratify constitutional amend- 
ments, and that their action so taken under 
duress can be considered to be legal and as 
having the effect of changing the Constitution. 
Mr. FERRY. Mc. President, I wish for in- 
formation to ask a question of the Senator from 
Indiana in regard to the amendment now un- 
der consideration. The amendment provides 
that the government of Georgia shall be pro: 
visional only until the Legislature of that State 
shall have ratified the fourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States. The question which I wish to ask the 
Senator from Indiana is this: why does he in- 
clude the ratification of the fourteenth amend 
ment to the Constitution in his proposed amend: 
ment to this bill? What is the occasion of r 
quiring again the ratification of the fourteents 
amendment? 
Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, the Legis: 
lature of Georgia was not legally organized; 
the reconstruction acts were not complied with: 
there was a body of men in that Legislature 
numbering from twenty-five to thirty holding 
their seats in violation of the third clause 0! 
the fourteenth amendment. We propose ‘0 
reorganize that Legislature, and to require !t 
to ratify the fourteenth as well as the fifteents 
amendment. The fourteenth amendment }s 
ratified without the vote of Georgia, but still 1! 
is proper to require that the vote of Georgia 
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that amendment. It is for 

amendment 
to the bill. So far as lpr fourteenth amend- 
th is concerned, it is true it will not be 

te ed by this rates "but still it is proper to 

; tha Georgia shall comply with all that 

ly demanded that she should com- 


uli De given to 
treason that I include it in m 


i . 
e origil 
ply Wi 
‘ "\ 


:% 

FERRY. I think the Senator is mis- 
aken in his conclusion that the fourteenth 
ndment may not be afie cted by the incor- 
tion of his amendment in this bill upon 
principle on which he now states that he 


' 
r. 
it 





ue } 
desires that amendment to be adopted. 


eenth amendment required the ratifica- 
tion of twenty- -eight States in order to secure 
incorporation into the Constitution. It 
ratified by thirty, including the State of 
Georgia. Of those which ratified it two, Ohio 
and New Jersey, so far as their Legislatures 
could, withdrew their assent to its ratifica- 
tion. I take“it that 1 am not mistaken in say- 
that it is stilla mooted question in this 
nanan a 1g to what is the effect of such with- 
draws al of the assent of these two States; and 
although we have discussed here at consider- 
sle length recently the nature of the functions 

f the Supreme Court of the United States, | 
think it will be generally agreed that it is a 

judicial question to decide ‘the effect of such 
action of these States in withdrawing their 
assent. 

Now, if you incorporate into this bill a pro- 

ision which has the effect to set aside the 
ratification of the fourteenth amendment by the 
Legislature of Georgia upon the ground that 
that Legislature wasan illegally organized body, 
you leave the fourteenth amendment deficient 
by one State of the requisite number for its 
ratification if at any future time the Supreme 
Court of the United States should hold that the 
States of Ohio and New Jersey had the rightful 
power to withdraw their assent to its adoption. 
in my judgment the amendment which the 
Senator from Indiana proposes to the present 
illnotonly will not necessarily secure the rati- 
ication of the fifteenth amendment, but it will 
irow the ratification of the fourteenth amend- 
ment into uncertainty and leave that a question 
ipable of being disposed of by the judiciary 
1 the future adversely to the validity of that 
amendment as a part of the Constitution. 

But, sir, that is not all. The declaration by 
Congress, by the amendment which the Sen- 
ator from Indiana proposes, that the Legisla- 
ture of Georgia was an illegal body having no 
power 


toure 


was 


much further than this; for that body enacted 
i whole volume of laws extending to all the 
re mt itions of private life in the State of Georgia, 
ntrolling the property of that State, creating 
and electing its judiciary; and the same. rea- 
soning which involves the ratification of the 
ourteenth amendment by that Legislature i in- 
volves the whole body of law in that State as 
enacted bythat Legislature. You strike at the 
supreme court of Georgia, whose members 
were chosen by that Legislature as it stands 
to-day. The effect which suc +h legislation here 
may have upon the action of the judicial tri- 
bunals of that State is also to be considered. 
Now, Congress has declared expressly that 
the State of Georgia has ratified the fourteenth 
amendment. The proclamation of the Secre- 
tary of State sending forth to the country the 
act of Congress which declared the ratification 
of the fourteenth amendment also declares 
that the Legislature of Georgia had ratified 
that amendment. It seems to me, therefore, 
that the amendment to this bill which is pro- 
posed by the Senator from Indiana, for the 
reasons which he states that he has proposed 
it, is One which overturns the whole system of 
sovernmentin the State of Georgia. It strikes 
down not only its Legislature, but it strikes 
down its whole judiciary, and places that State 


entirely in the hands of the executive depart- || 
ment, 


[ agree with the Senator from Vermont that | rently, 





The | 


to exercise legislative functions, goes | 
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the remedy for the evils which exist in the 
State of Georgia, if itis to be effected by action 
of Congress at all, had better be effected by 
remanding the State to a military government 
upon the one ground that person and property 
are so insecure in that State on account of the 
incapacity of the State organization to protec 
either person or property that the nationa 
Government finds it necessary to intervene to 
that end. 

lt is suggested to me that the judiciary of 
Georgia instead of being elected by the Legis- 
lature, as I have stated, is appointed by the 
Governor and confirmed by the senate. It 
would make no difference, however, in the 
conclusion to which I have arrived with regard 
to the effect of this legislation upon that judi- 


‘ 
\ 
} 
i 


| ciary, for if that senate was an illegal body, 


incapable of performing its proper functions 
under the constitution of the State of Georgia, 
then its act of confirmation also falls to the 


| ground, and Georgia stands to-day without a 


judiciary. 

{tis for these reasons substantially that I feel 
at present embarrassed in attempting to vote 
for the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Indiana. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, as a 
member of the Judiciary Committee I con- 
curred in bringing forward this bill as it came 
to the Senate. I support it now, and have voted 
to give it precedence over other business in the 
hope that early it might be consummated, and 
I wish to assign, particularly in one respect, 


| my reasons for this course. 


The Senate knows, and the country knows, 


| that a plea has been made for delay, a remon- 


| Georgia. 


strance legislation now in the case of 
I will not say that this plea has not 
been made in good faith; indeed, I feel bound 
to say that persons trustworthy in motive and 
intelligent, too, on this subject believe that 
advant: age ‘would grow from deferring all legis- 
lation on this matter until after the Legislature 
of Georgia shall reconvene and have the oppor- 
tunity of righting, so far as it can, the wrongs 
complained of. The foundation of this plea 
was referred to by the Senator from Delaware. 
It originates in the fact thatthe Legislature of 
Georgia on the 4th of February last, by joint 
resolution, directed a case to be made for the 
courts to determine, so far as the courts could 


against 


establish the right, whether men of color could | 


or could not hold office in that Commonwealth. 


Under this joint res olution a quo warranto was | 


sued out on the relation of an unsuccessful 


candidate for the office of county clerk in one | 


of the counties, and an inquiry was instituted 
by what authority his suecessful competitor 
held the office, the allegation being that that 
competitor was a man of color to the extent of 


| one eighth. 


| ator from Delaware 


[n consequence of this writ a procedure took 
place somewhat curious to trace, and such pro- 
ceedings were had that in the end, as the Sen- 
said, there came froma 
court consisting of three judges a conclusion 
concurred in by two in favor of the right of men 
of color to hold office. The decision, one of the 


| three judges dissenting altogether, was placed 


by one of the other two upon the ground that 


| by virtue of the constitution of Georgia this right 


was vested in men of color. ‘The other judge, 
however, held that it arose solely from a statute, 


| itself of course the subject of legislative con- 


| as it may, there it stands: 


trol. Be the force and effect of that decision 
and the suggestion 


has been made that the Legislature having itself 


| caused to be set in motion the proceedings 


which terminated in this adjudication, the fair 
presumption is that on its reconvention the 
Legislature will so act as to redress the griev- 
ances complained of; and I refer, of course, 
chiefly to the expulsion from the two houses 
of the Legislature of men regularly elected 
because they were men of color. 
This suggestion on its face must strike every- 

| body as having a certain degree of force appa- 
It struck me so much that I felt bound 
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to consider it; and I have risen chiefly for the 
purpose ofassigning the reasons which governed 
me in determining “that it was far from worth 
while to abide the event of action to be taken 
in deference to this decision. 

In the first place, the resolution which was 
read by the Senator frem Delaware does n 
profess in any sense to bind the Legislature 
abide by the decision ; far from it ; but it leaves 
the case deficient in another element which | 
deem much more important. The resolution 
contains nothing continuing, reviving, or keep- 


ot 
to 


ing alive the question which was determined by 
the Legislature when it judged of the qualifica 
tions of its own members ; so that despite the 
resolution, despite the decision which supple 
mented it, two questions arise: first, whether 
in intention, in willingness, in motive this Le 
gislature is bound at all by the decision; but 
second and more cogently to my mind, waiving 
that question, whether the Legislature without 
something to set itin motion beyond its own in- 
herent power could reopen the question of who 
did or who did not compose its own body, and 
proceed now to expel those installed in the 
mean time and to restore those who were once 
evicted. 

Upon the first of these questions there is this 
much of evidence: on the 4th of February in 
the house, and on the &th of the same month in 
the senate, this resolution being then inchoate— 
because although it had passed each house it 
remained suspended under the consideration 
of the Governor, and had not been passed over 
his veto nor signed by him—resolutions were 
offered specifically pledging or binding the two 
houses to actin deference to the decision should 
it logically call for the restoration of the colored 
members. In one house the resolution was 
largely voted down; in the other house it met 
with a refusal on the threshold, the body declin 
ing to allow it even to beconsidered. So that 
reading together the resolution as it stands and 
the fact of refusal deliberately so to alter or 
add to it as to relieve it of doubt, a fair ques- 
tion at least must arise in the minds of men 
disposed to judge temperately and discreetly 
whether, if the future rested in the intention 
of that Legislature alone there would be a 
resting place upon which we might properly 
say we will postpone for the present, at least, 
congressional intervention. 

Upon the other guestion, without detaining 
the Senate, I ask its attention to the utterance, 
for example, of Mr. Alexander H. Stephens, 
who must command, I think, by the acuteness 
of his intellect, by his acknowledged compre- 
hension of questions such as this, if he does 
not otherwise, great audience in the State of 
Georgia; and I may say here, before reading 
his language, that, as far as I can gather, ons 
political party in that State, judging from the 
evidence furnished by its acknow ledged organs, 
is entirely in accord with the judgment ex- 
pressed by the writer of this letter, a para- 
graph from which I wish to read. After the 

rendition of this decision leading men in Geor- 

gia—and [ have the letters of a number of them 
here—were called upon to express their views 
to determine in so far as they thought for the 
public the question whether the Legislature 
should or would or could, in consequence of 

the decision of the court, reseat the expelled 
members ; and this isthe reply of Mr. Stephens, 
being in tenor and effect the reply of others to 
whom [ have referred : 

‘* But your question to me is, what effect this decis- 
ion of the supreme court now rendered can have 
upon the case of those members who were decided 
by the respective houses of the Legislature not to b: 
qualified to hoid seats therein? Will it reseat thos 
excluded mem be rs, or are they legally entitled to | be 
reseated thereby ? Tothis the recan be but one lk 
and judicial answer. That is, no. These cases ha' 
heen decided by the only tribunal having constitu 
tional jurisdiction over them, and having been d 

ided they cannot again be opened even by the hous¢ 
w i » decided them. Their judgment, after boing 
finally rendered, cannot be again take n up or re- 
versed by themselves, any more tl 1an the supreme 

ourt itself can go back to the docket of last session 


and reverse any of its own judgments then rendered 
to the unsettling of the rights of parties therein 
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adjudicated; much less can this judgment of the 
supreme court legally affect in any way the action 
of the two houses in the premises. It can have no 
binding or obligatory effect whatever upon the past 
or future action of the houses of the General Assem- 
bly upon the question, for by the constitution, as 
tated above, each house is the sole and exclusive 
judge of this question, so far as membership of their 
respective bodic sis concerned, for all time to come, 
or 80 long as the constitution shall remain as it is on 
that point.”’ 

So that I say to those sincerely of opinion 
that intervention now is premature, that waiv- 
ing other objections to delay, simply referring 
without aid this question to the Legislature of 
Georgia, would expose us to the contingencies 
not only arising from the intentions of those 
composing that Legislature, but to the greater 
contingencies involved in the question whether 
in truth they have the power now of their own 
motion to reinstate the question which long 
since passed away from their action, and as- 
sume, however willing they might be, to reseat | 
the members whose seats they vacated. 

Mr. President, having risen for the purpose | 
of making this statement—which, by the by, | 
1 should not have made but for the fact that | 
the honorable Senator from Wisconsin who 
has this bill in charge omitted all general 
exposition of the views of the committee—I 
will now say a word about the pending amend- 
ment, the offering of which has been to me a 
matter of regret. ‘The bill came here without 
that familiar provision, of course not from inat- 
tention of the committee. 
not accidental, it was intentional, for reasons | 
which, oae by one, and ren in consequence 
of the suggestion made by the Senator from 
Connecticut, have come, | believe, nearly all 
of them, before the Senate. 


‘The committee—perhaps more strictly speak- || 


ing I ought to say that as one member of the 
committee I thought, and I believe it was the 
view of the committee, that as a general rule 
it was always a mistake unnecessarily to bor- 
row a question ; that it was never statesmanlike 
or lawyerlike unnecessarily to do a thing which 
required explanation, apology, or defense; and | 
in view of this general idea we looked for some 
advantage to be derived from saying upon the 
record why concurrence in a particular amend- 
inent proposed to the Constitution should bea 
sine qua non to the State of Georgia resuming 
statehood and relationship. When we had | 
looked we were unable to find any trace of 
that advantage ; and having listened attentively 
to the debate, I confess myseif now utterly 
unable to see the advantage which is to be 
derived from thisamendment. Everybody can 
see the disadvantage of the questions to which 
it gives rise, and the chief answer to those 
questions has been furnished by the Senator | 
from Missouri, [Mr. Drake, } who says in sub- | 
stance, ‘‘ where will you find your day in court, | 
where will they find their day in court, who pro- 
pose to argue such a question? Where is the 
forum? Isthe Supreme Court to determine it?”’ || 
I beg to say to the honorable Senator thata 
thing had better be done well; it had better be 
done decently and in order, temperately and 
justly, should there be no forum in which com- 
plaint could be made. But there are forums 
enough in which to discuss these questions; not 
only the Supreme Court, as suggested by the 
Senator, as far as that may afford a forum ; not 
only the Halls of Congress as majorities stand 
now, but when the shifting sands of politics 
may have changed majorities ; not only the bar 
of public opinion, but every place in which 
consideration shall be given to the mode in 
which this business has been done; and I will 
mention frankly to the honorable Senator from 
Missouri one single respect in which I think it 
of some importance to avoid this question. It 
will furnish to the Senator from Ohio and to 
various people in the State of New York and 
in other debatable States, if I may be allowed 
so to say, a good deal of fixed ammunition 
which it will be very convenient to use for very || 
hurtful purposes. It will enable men abroad 
in the country, on platforms, and through the 





The omission was || 


| stood ready to ratify the fifteenth amendment ; || 


presses to argue as the Senator from Ohio has 
argued, not merely that this coerced and con- 
strained the commuuity of Georgia to yield 
assent to a certain proposition, but that in con- 
sequence and indirectly it took from the State 
of New York, from the State of Ohio, and from 
other States that free volition which the Con- 
stitution gives. 

Therefore, among other reasons, the commit- 
tee thought it was well to omit such a proposi- 
tion. Theythought, in the light of thesuggestion 
made by the Senator from Connecticut, Georgia 
having been counted and relied upon, not only 
as he has stated by the declaration of Congress 
and by the declaration of the executive de- 
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fourteenth amendment was declared ratifi 
by joint resolution on the 21st of July, 18e8 
and the assumed ratification by Georgia ti 
on the same day the resolution was passed. a, 
before knowledge of it was had in this Capit : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Isnot Georgia mento» 
in the resolution ? 

Mr. MORTON. I am advised not, by o, 
who has examined it. ia 
Mr. FERRY. Georgia is not mentioned 
the act of Congress, but in the proclamat;, 


lone 


| or declaration of the Secretary of State ineo, 


partment, but otherwise, too, as making up || 


the complement of States which imbedded the 
fourteenth amendment in the Constitution, it | 
was not worth while for us to cast a doubt upon 
the validity of that consummation. ‘Therefore, | 
as to the ratification of the fifteenth amend- 
ment, (as desirous as any other members of this | 
body are that that ratification shall become | 
complete at the earliest hour) we left it for 


Georgia to assent to the ratification, knowing || 


and feeling, as has been stated, that no decla- | 
ration we could put into this bill would inform | 
Georgia more thoroughly than Georgia knows 
now the importance of that action. 

Mr. President, Senators have been asked 
whether they would vote for the restoration of | 
Georgia unless Georgia should ratify the fif- 
teenthamendment. That question has not been 
asked of me; but because I have no conceal- | 
ments whatever I am very glad to volunteer an 
answer to it myself; and I do not answer it in 
the terms suggested by the question, because I 
should misstate myself if I did. Il answer it 
specifically and fuliy, however, in this way: it 
was alleged by the Democratic party as repre- | 
sented in the Legislature of Georgia that it 


it has been made throughout, since that amend- 
ment has been proposed, a part of the case of 
those who asked to be let alone in Georgia that | 
they in addition to the representatives of the | 


|| Republican party stood ready at any moment to 


| hand in their adhesion to the fifteenth amend- 


| pregnant and searching test whereby to determ- 


' vote to restore Georgia, nor yet exactly be- 


| might be stated refuse to admit Georgia; but 


|| the entire benefit, all of it, and at the same time 
|| we should avoid those questions which have 
detained the Senate for now nearly two days, || 


any Senator has been able to state, a substantial 
| contribution of safety or benefit to the measure | 
| before us. 
| against the pending amendment, although I 
| will yield to no Senator in the wish I feel that 


ment. In the light of that fact a refusal now | 
to assent to that amendment would be a most | 


ine the actual condition and the actual sincerity 
of things prevailing in that State ; and there- 
fore, not exactly because the Legislature should 
ratify the amendment and that alone, would | 


eause the Legislature should omit to do it 
would J under some other circumstances which 


because upon the case presented practically 
before us a refusal to ratify that amendment 
would furnish unmistakable and abundant evi- 


| dence as to the propriety of restoring Georgia. | 
| 1 would give all the weight to that considera- | 


tion which will attach to it when we have im- 
ported into the bill the proposed amendment. 
Then, I submit to Senators, we should have 


and which are points hereafter to play a con- | 
spicuous and a troublesome part, we know not 
where, without in the mean time bringing, that 


So I shall be constrained to vote 


the fifteenth amendment may be crowned with 
the requisite assent of States. I shall, on the 
contrary, vote against this amendment to the 
bill, feeling, for reasons which I have stated 
only in part, that we attain without it the whole 
substance, while we omit an unfortunate and | 
disadvantageous form. 
Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I shall | 
detain the Senate but two or three minutes. 
irst, in regard to the question asked by my 
friend from Connecticut, I will say that the | 








porating the act of Congress the ratifjea:;,,. 
of Georgia was announced; it had then arrives 

Mr. MORTON. It is not mentioned, ». | 
am advised, in the resolution declaring »,. 
fourteenth amendment ratified; but if tho 
be any serious question in the mind of ay 
Senator on that subject, inasmuch as the 4) 
teenth amendment is the vital point in », 
amendment and the vital question of the hoy; 
| am willing tostrike out the fourteenth amey . 
ment, because I do not think it is to be soy; 
ously affected in any way. . 

Mr. HOWARD. That is right. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senato, 
from Indiana moves to amend his amendme,; 
by striking out the words ‘‘the fourteent) 
and’’ before ‘ fifteenth.”’ 

Mr. MORTON. Now, Mr. President, oy 
or two words in answer to the Senator fro) 
New York and the Senator from Vermont wi, 
spoke yesterday. ‘The Senator from New Yor 
says that if we require Georgia to ratify th, 
fifteenth amendment we shall thereby furnis) 
a considerable quantity of fixed ammunition; 
the enemy by whichto impeach our action. | 
that furnishes ammunition they have 


|| enough of it for our destruction already. \\, 


required the rebel States to ratify the fourteent) 
amendment, and by means of that requirement 
it stands ratified to-day; and if we furnish 
our enemies fixed ammunition in the way t) 
Senator intimates, they have got enough of it 
destroy the fourteenth amendment. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the honorable Sen 


| ator allow me just there to make a suggestio 


to him? I meant to make it when | was 
before. I am aware that Andrew Johnson ani 
those who acted with him invented the devi 
the Senator now refers to. When President, 
or acting President of the United States, M 
Johnson put specifically to these States, as lie 
valled them, the proposition that they should 


| be readmitted to relations with the Union up 


condition of their ratifying an amendment o! 
the Constitution; and that mode of treating 
the States, lam aware, was carried by Con: 
gress into the earlier acts of reconstruction. 
Now, I say to the honorable Senator from !n 
diana as a lawyer that my answer when the 
Democratic party put their fingers upon that 


| was that they were estopped, upon every doc: 





trine of estoppal. from complaining of us in 
that particular. ‘Their representative and their 
organ invented and inaugurated it, and we sul: 
fered it to be carried for a time into the earlier 
reconstruction acts. That is my answer to 
the suggestion—and I meant to have made it 
before—that the Democratic party have any 
right to complain of us for what we have done 
heretofore. 

Mr. MORTON. If that is a good answer, 
that the Democratic party cannot complain 0! 
what has been done heretofore, it will be a goo! 
answer that they cannot complain of what's 
proposed to be done now in regard to the Li! 
teenth amendment. Nor, Mr. President, 1! 
any good answer to say that Andrew Johnson 
invented this thing. He may have done so 1! 
regard to the thirteenth amendment, but it was 
the solemn declaration of this Congress that 
none of these rebel States should be admitted 
unless they first ratified the fourteenth amend- 
ment, and in consequence of the ratification 0! 
that amendment by a number of those States 
we have declared it to be the fundamental law 
of the land. If we shall now for the reasons 
given by the Senator say that we give the enemy 
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gxed ammunition by requiring the ratification 
of the fifteenth amendment, they have got 
onough nitro-glycerine of that character to blow 
s up already ; 80 that we gain nothing by stop- 
ing now and going back on our course. _ 

But, allow me to say to my friend from New 
York that we shall give to the enemy a great 
jeal of fixed ammunition if by refusing to 
require the ratification of the fifteenth amend- 
ment we thereby confess, as that Senator has 
done this day, that our action in regard to the 
fourteenth amendment was wrong. ‘There is 
where we furnish the fixed ammunition to our 
friends on the other side. One Senator nods 
his assent. We thereby make the confession 
that the requirement heretofore made in regard 
to the fourteenth amendment and the require- 


ment heretofore made in regard to the fifteenth | 
amendment, in the cases of Virginia, Texas, | 


and Mississippi, was wrong. We make a con- 


fession upon the record this day which they | 


will use against us, and which has been already 
used against us with force by the Senator from 


New Jersey in his speech a few minutes ago. | 
No, sir; we dare not make the confession as | 


consistent men. If we did it would be wrong. 
What we did in requiring the ratification of the 
fourteenth amendment was right, and what we 
did in regard to requiring the ratification of the 
fifteenth amendment by Texas, Virginia, and 
Mississippi was right; but if we shall now refuse 
torequire it of Georgia because we shall thereby 
furnish the enemy fixed ammunition and be- 
cause it would not be settling the ae in 
the language of the Senator from New York, 


all that we have done is wrong and that the 


fourteenth amendment is not the law of the | 


land. 


Mr. President, I believe that our action in || 


regard to the fourteenth amendment was right ; 
[ believe our action in regard to the fifteenth 
amendment was right; and the reason for 
applying this requirement in regard to Georgia 


is stronger than it was in regard to any of the | 


other States, because Georgia has behaved 
worse—has she not—than any other State, 


and therefore if it was proper to require these | 


things of the other States, why shall we now 


hesitate, why shall we declare our fears by | 


refusing to make the requirement of Georgia? 


But one word before | pass from that point. | 


I must note wha’ I consider the inconsistency 
of Senators on this question. While they will 
not require it of Georgia as a condition- 
en the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. 
UDMUNDS ] yesterday and I believe the Senator 
from Wisconsin [Mr. Carpenter] declared 
that they would require it as a condition-sub- 
sequent 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Nothing of the kind. 





Mr. MORTON. That although they would | 


not require Georgia in advance to ratify the 


fifteenth amendment, yet they would refuse to | 


admit Georgia if she did not. They are willing 
to coerce her in the end when, perhaps, coer- 
cion would be bad faith. If we shall now not 
require this thing of Georgia it will be tanta- 
mount to saying it is no condition of her 
admission ; and when she comes here, having 
done all that we can require her to do, with 


Senators elected and Representatives elected | 


who can take the test-oath, and we then turn 


and say to her, as these Senators say, ‘‘ You || 


cannot come in unless you ratify the fifteenth 
amendment,’’ that will be coercing her finally, 
that will be making a condition-subsequent, 
when good faith would require that we should 
uave made that condition in the first place. 

_ Mr. President, I think it is a matter of vital 
Importance to this nation that the fifteenth 
amendment should be ratified; and I think it 
very likely, in view of the contingencies in sev- 
eral of the States, that the final success of that 
«amendment depends upon the vote of Georgia. 
lf we in the Senate to-night shall require Geor- 
gla to ratify it, it will be regarded throughout 


this whole country as settling the question; for || 


with all the other contingencies against us, still 
41st Cone. 2p Sess.—No. 14. 


| Legislature. 
lature of Rhode Island will disappear in the | 
face of that vote; and in the face of that vote | 
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if we require Georgia to ratify it the amend- 
ment will be ratified, and then all opposition 
will cease. The very moment it is announced 
by the wires that this Congress has required 
Georgia to ratify it as a condition of representa- 
tion opposition to the amendment will cease. 
The Democratic party will not make strenuous 
exertions to secure the little handful of men 
that hold the balance of power in the Ohio 
All doubt in regard to the Legis- 


the New York Legislature will not rescind her 
ratification, because all will understand that 
the ratification of the amendment has been 


| secured, and then all will want to be on the 


strong side, and my distinguished friends from 
Delaware and New Jersey, instead of further 
denouncing the amendment, instead of further 
denouncing the negro race, I imagine will be 
found putting themselves in a position where 
they will be acceptable to the new voters, 
American citizens of African descent! 

Then, in every point of view it is important 


that we shall require Georgia to ratify this || 
|| amendment just as we have done with other 
If we have done wrong it is too late | 
To go back in the case || 
of Georgia would be inconsistent; it would be || 
regarded as weakness, as cowardice, and in- || 


States. 
now to talk about it. 


stead of bringing us respect would simply bring 
us contempt, that contempt which has already 
been manifested in strong language by the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey this evening. 


settled from that very hour. It will be regarded 


away. But if we fail to do itin the case of 
Georgia, in view of what we have done in re- 


gard to the fourteenth amendment, in view of | 
|| what we have done in regard to the fifteenth 
| amendment, in view of our whole past course, 
| the country will understand that we have | 
|| changed our mind in regard to the fifteenth 

amendment ; the country will understand that | 
| we have at least become indifferent to the fif- 
| teenth amendment; we stillleave the question | 


in doubt, and we thereby stimulate the enemies 
of the amendment in Ohio, in Rhode Island, 
in Georgia, everywhere, to do what they can to 
bring about the defeat of the amendment. 
Will the Legislature of Georgia on this sub- 
ject go any further than you require them? 


| No, sir; they will not. In my opinion there is 


not one chance out of fifty for the Legislature 
of Georgia to ratify the amendment unless this 
condition is placed in the bill. AsI said be- 
fore, we cannot tell the condition of that Legis- 
lature when it is called together. Several of 
its members have been killed, a number have 
been run out of the State, some are missing, 
some have resigned, and when they come to- 
gether we cannot tell whether or not there will 
be a Republican majority. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Senator permit 
me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why would it not be well 
then, in order to make the thing sure,sto insert 
an additional clause commanding the military 
commander down there to put the amendment 
through, and compel people enoug& to vote-for 
it to adopt it at once? 

Mr. MORTON. Ah, Mr. President, why 
did not the Senator ask that question when he 
voted to require the ratification of the fourteenth 
amendment as a condition-precedent ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator will permit 


| me to inform him that I never did anything of 


the kind. I voted against it. 

Mr. MORTON. ‘The Senator, then, is con- 
gistent. He has been against this business from 
the first. I am glad to understand that. I 
know the Senator voted against this provision 
in regard to Virginia, Mississippi, and Texas, 
but I was not aware before that he voted against 
the original reconstruction bill which contained 
it in regard to the fourteenth amendment, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend will permit 


But, sir, | 
| if we require Georgia to do it the question is | 
with decency and order, we are confessing that || 
| as a certain thing, and all opposition will pass 


me, I will explain to him exactly what I did. I 
voted against it in the case of Virginia, Missis 
sippi, and Texas, and resisted itall in my power 
upon the grounds that I stated yesterday, not 
that I did not wish to attain the result, but | 
wished to attain it in a way that would leave no 
court and no future Congress anything on the 
record to found a pretext upon for undoing 
what we have done. Butafter the amendment 
was inserted against my objection | voted for 
the bill finally, yielding my judgment to that of 
my friends, as I shall do in this instance if the 
amendment of the Senator from Indiana should 
be adopted. I shall vote for the bill, then, but 
I think this provision very unwise. 

Mr. MORTON, Mr. President, we do not 
ask the military to force the Legislature of 


| Georgia’ to ratify the amendment; we do not 
| propose to force it. 
| coercion is without substance. 


All that argument about 
But we havea 
right to say to them ‘If you are not willing to 
give us this security against future rebellion, 


| against future revolution in the State, you can 


remain in your present condition; take your 
choice.’’ If there is coercion in that let it be 


| coercion. 


Mr. President, in the absence of this require- 
ment the Legislature of Georgia will not ratify 
the fifteenth amendment. ‘The members of 
that body would be at once besieged by their 
enemies not to go further than Congress had 
required them to go. ‘They would be told by 
the rebel Democracy, ‘‘ If you will refuse to'zo 
further than Congress requires you to go we 
will forgive all the past ; we will support you.’’ 


| Every influence, every argument, every induce 


ment will be brought to bear upon those men, 
and they will not go further than Congress 
requires them. But for this requirement Vir- 
ginia would not have ratified the fifteenth 
amendment. We know that just as well as we 
know anything. The Legislature of Tennessee, 
elected at the same time with the Legislature of 
Virginia, led by a Republican candidate for 
Governor just as Virginia was, have spurned the 
amendment. I believe it got but ten votes in 
that body. Sir, this requirement in regard to 
the fourteenth amendment and the requirement 
in regard to the fifteenth amendment in refer- 
ence to Mississippi, Texas, and Virginia were 
all that saved the fourteenth or that will save 
the fifteenth amendment. And now, sir, when 
the ratification hangs on the vote of one single 
State, when we have come within just one State 
of securing this amendment, and to secure that 
we have got to do just what we have done 
before, now to halt, now to fall back would be 


| regarded by the world as cowardice, would be 


regarded as a confession, would be an aban- 
donment of this amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I do not 
intend to prolong this debate at this late hour, 
because I think we have been prepared to vote 
upon the bill for some time. 1 simply wish to 
correct @ misapprehension into which | find 
ny fellow-Senators have fallen in regard to the 
action of Ohio on the fourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments. Perhaps that misapprehension 
arose partly from the observations of my col- 
league yesterday. He was not in his seat at 
an earlier hour to-day or I should before have 
made my observations. 

The people of Ohio have never rejected 
either the fourteenth or fifteenth amendment. 
Indeed, [ believe there has not been a time for 
several years in the progress of events, cer- 
tainly not since the fourteenth amendment was 
proposed, when the fourteenth amendment 
would not receive a majority of fifty or sixty 
thousand votes in Ohio. That amendment, if 
I recollect aright—I have not looked at the 
record—was first proposed in 1866. It was 


| submitted to the people of the different States. 


It was the main feature of the canvass of 1566 
when members of Congress were elected, and 
a very animated canvass occurrt d thi yughout 
the State of Ohio. President Johnson had 
then separated in a measure from the party 
that had eleeted him, and a canvass ol a more 
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active character than usual was maintained 
throughout the State. The whole point at issue 
in that contest was the fourteenth amendment, 


then submitted to the people of Ohio for their | 


approbation or rejection. Atthat election, by 
an overwhelming majority—the precise numer- 
ical amount I cannot state, but probably thirty 
or forty thousand—the people of Ohio sus- 
tained the Republican party and elected a very 
large Republican delegation of members of 
Congress. No Legislature was elected; but 
the Lootdeiein then in existence, elected the 


year previous, in accordance with the general | 


sentiment of the sw of my State adopted | 


the fourteenth amendment. 


In the eiawing re, 1867, a different state 


of affairs arose. and because of this all the mis- 
apprehension exists. The people of Ohio sup- 
posed the fourteenth amendment was passed 
and adopted. So far as they were concerned 


it wes adopted, and atthat time no one supposed | 


that the fourteenth amendment was any longer 
in danger. 
Ohio submitted to the people of Ohio an alter- 
ation of the State constitution. That amend- 
ment was undoubtedly ill-advised. It was con- 
demned by the people of Ohio by fifty thousand 


majority. Itwasan amendment which coupled | 


disqualifications of various classes of the citi- 
zens of Ohio with the enfranchisement of the 
negro population of our State. It was dis- 
franchisement and enfranchisement connected 
together. 
vass of that year, while I earnestly supported 
and advocated the principle of giving to all the 
colored people of our State the equal right of 


But in 1867 the Legislature of | 


I know very well that in the can- | 


| Democrats, which was successful. | 
|| Republicans elected on that union ticket should | 


| course the amendment will be ratified by the | 


oe of the votes of the people of Ohio over | 
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and what was the result? Why, sir, although 
there were many circumstances naturally oper- 
ating against the party in power at the begin- 
ning ofa presidential administration, the people 
of Ohio, by a majority of. seven thousand, 
decided that question in favor of the fifteenth 
amendment. 

It is true there is some question as to whether 
the Legislature of Ohio will carry into effect 
the will of the people as thus expressed, be- | 
cause in the county of Hamilton where there 
were local divisions and disaffections a reform 
movement sprang up on account of matters of 
a local character, and the Democratic party in | 
order to divide and defeat the Republicans 
there—a very common trick, nodoubt—selected 
a ticket composed of half Republicans and half 
If those 


vote in accordance with their old party affin- | 
ities and old party principles, as a matter of | 
| 


Legislature and the vote of Ohio will no longer | 
beindoubt. Bat, sir, more than seven thousand | 





and above those Republicans in Hamilton | 
county who voted for the union ticket voted | 


for the fifteenth amendment, and if the Legis- | 


| lature of Ohio now will carry out the repeatedly 


_ expressed will of the people, especially that 


| will deliberately expressed at the last election, 


| 
| 
| 


suffrage, yet the discriminating clauses, the | 


disfranchising clauses of that amendment were 
revolting to my own judgment. The party, 
however, in the main as a party supported the 
amendment; we had to voteupon it as a whole ; 
and the result was that in the election of 1867 
this proposed amendment to the State consti- 
tution was defeated, and it defeated our party 
in that year. What was the result? A Dem- 
ocratic Legislature came into power. The 


amendment submitted to the people had been | 


voted down, and that was the end of the amend- 
ment to the State constitution; but then the 
Democratic Legislature seized upon the four- 


teenth amendment to the Constitution of the | 


United States which had already been adopted 
the previous year by the people of the State 
and by the Legislature of the State, and re- 
pealed, so far as they could repeal, the ratifi- 
cation of the previous Legislature. 

Now, sir, I say never have the people of Ohio 
rejected the fourteenth amendment; on the 
contrary, during the last year we had again an 
animated contest in which 
be elected ; we went before the people on the 
very seer of the fourteenth amendment, 
and also upon the very desire to repeal and 
set aside the action of the Legislature on the 
fifteenth amendment, because the same Legis- 
lature which repealed the action of Ohio on 


the fourteenth amendment rejected the fifteenth | 


amendment, and one of the points at issue in 
the contest of this year was on the revision of 
the action of the last Legislature upon the 
lifteenth amendment. 

At the last election this question of the adop- 
tion of the fifteenth oinandtheb was one of the 
inain issues involved in the contest. We had 
no other national issue; we had no United 
States Senator to elect, nothing of a national 
character to excite an interest in the contest 
outside of our State politics except the ques- 
tion of the fitteenth amendment. That was 
the only point at issue involved in the contest 
which was of a national character. It was pre- 
sented in both platforms, the Republicans in 
their platform affirming in the strongest lan- 
yuage that the fifteenth amendment was vital 
and necessary, and the Democratic party on the 
other hand opposing the fifteenth amendment 
und denouncing it in their usual way. That 
was the only national question which was sub- 
initted to the people of Ohio at the last election, 


fi 
| 
'} 


} 


| ble will of the people. 


| they are bound in honor to ratify the fifteenth 


amendment. 

I say, then, that never, never have the people 
of Ohio rejected the fifteenth amendment; 
never have they rejected the fourteenth amend- 
ment; and the action that was presented here 
at the beginning of this session in the shape 


| of legislative resolutions repealing the consent 


of Ohio to the fourteenth amendment was a 
movement in violation of the plain and palpa- 
That is my opinion ; 
and it resulted from the fact that an accidental 
contest growing out of an ill-advised amend- 
ment to our own State constitution brought into 
powera Democratic Legislature which reversed 
the action of the people at the previous election. 


| That previous Legislature was elected upon the 


question of the fourteenth amendment; and 


| the action of the late Legislature was presented 


and reviewed at the last election before the 
forum of the people, and the only national 


_ question that was submitted was the fifteenth 
., amendment, and the 2 9 of Ohio then, bya 
’ 


pronounced in favor 
These are facts 


majority of seven thousan 
of the fifteenth amendment. 


| which probably are only of local importance, 
| but yet showing the popular feeling as to the 


} 
| 


a Legislature was to | 
| Ohio and the vote of the people of Ohio on this 


| custom of a gentleman who long held a seat in 
| this body and a very distinguished position 


» 


_ statement. He says that the fourteenth amend- 
| ment was adopted by the popular vote of Ohio | 


| ing a Radical Legislature that year decided in 
| favor of the fourteenth amendment. 
| now, with great deference to my friend and | 
' colleague, who I know would not make any | 
'| that to every loyal State belonged the regula- 

| tion of suffrage in that State. 


| vindicate,’’ as he said, ‘‘ the truth of history.’’ 
| L suppose rffy colleague, having that example 


fifteenth amendment and correcting a misap- 
prehension as to the conduct of the people of 


subject. For this reason these remarks, I trust, 
will not be deemed out of place. 
Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, it was the 


before the country, and who became at last the 
father of the Senate, to frequently rise when 
there was no question before the Senate at all, 
or whether there was any question or not, ‘‘ to 


before him, feels bound to vindicate the truth 
of history with regard to the State of Ohio. I 
beg leave in the same spirit to complement his 


in 1866; that that was the question before the | 
people, and that the people of Ohio in elect- 


Well, | 





statement that he did not believe, | must be 
allowed to dissent entirely from that statement. 

Mr. President, I do not think the fourteenth || 
amendment was inentioned in one speech out | 
of twenty from a Republican forum in 1866. It || 
was Andrew Johnson, and Andrew Johnson |! 


_ denunciation of the traitor, Andrew 


| party. 
| declamation which arouses a party agains 
_ of its members who has been elevated to of... 
_by it and who is supposed not to “toe 4), 
| mark,’’ not to obey all party behests, |; .,. 
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swinging around the circle that was the Staple 


of all the public speeches that year, |; Was 


: ° 7 Johnson, 
not traitor to his country, but traitor to | 

It was that kind of denunciation and 
t One 


2 It Was 
that, and not the fourteenth amendment, that 
stirred the Republican ps of Ohio in 1g¢5. 
and unfortunately for the country, as I thiy\ 


| and unfortunately for his own fame, as [ thin 


the late President gave too much color to tha; 
It was that which caused almost a mob at Cleve. 
land when he addressed the people there, |, 
was that which aroused every man who heap) 
him when he denounced Congress in terms th); 
were scarcely respectful. It was that whic) 
stirred up party feeling ; and all questions alyoy, 
amendments to the Constitution were lost jy 
that rage of party which sought to punish the 
supposed traitor to the Republican party in. 
stead of being the deliberate voice of the people 
upon such a great question as an amendment 
to the Constitution. That is what the cay. 
paign of 1866 was. 

Well, sir, a Radical Legislature was elected 
that year that did propose, as my colleague has 
said, an amendment to the State constitution, 
That amendment was twofold. It proposed to 
strike the word ‘‘ white’’ out of the State con- 
stitution, so as to place colored men on pre- 
cisely the same footing with white men in that 
State. It proposed further, as my colleague 
has said, to disfranchise deserters from the 
Federal Army ; and now my colleague tells the 
Senate that it was that disfranchising provision 
which defeated thatamendment. He gives tie 
Senate to understand, if I do not misappreheud 
him, that if the proposition, pure and simple, 
had been presented to the people of Ohio 
whether they would strike the word ‘ white’ 
outof their constitutien the amendment would 
have been carried, but there being a provision 
disfranchising deserters from the l’ederal Army 
that amendment was defeated. If that is so, 
Mr. President, who were the deserters? You 
had in Ohio a majority in 1863, as you counted 
it out, of one hundred thousand. You had 
majorities after that ranging from that down to 
forty thousand, where you seemed to stop, and 
to stop, fortunately, as a permanent majority in 
the State. What defeat broke down your forty 
thousand majority in 1867? What reduced it 
to less than three thousand majority? It could 
not have been Democratic votes, for the Dem- 
ocrats had cast at every election their full 
strength. If, then, that amendment was de- 
feated, and if forty thousand Republican ma- 
jority was reduced to less than three thousand 
majority because you proposed to disfran- 
chise the deserters of Ohio, those who had 
abandoned the flag of the country in the war, 
who was it that composed those deserters’ 
From what party did they come? They could 
not have come from the Democratic party. 

Mr. NYE. No; they never went in. 

Mr. THURMAN. Never went in! Who 
says that? Why, my own county: sent more 
Democrats into the war than there are voters in 
the State of Nevada. Yes, sir; my own county, 
with her three thousand Democratic majority— 
and nine tenths of the soldiers that went from 
that county to the war and have their honor: 
able discharges in their pockets were Demo- 
crats—sent more soldiers than there are voters 
in the State of Nevada. 

Bat, sir, then came the election of 1868 that 
my colleague loses sight of entirely. You car- 
ried the State of Ohio for the Republican party 
in 1868. How did you carry it? You carried 
it upon the Chicago platform, which declared 


Was not Ohio 4 
loyal State? Who denies that? You said in 
the platform of the Chicago convention which 
nominated General Grant that to every loyal 
State belonged the regulation of suffrage '" 
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that State. You said that to the people of Ohio 
“1868. You said it from every stump; you 
aid it in every newspaper; you said it in every 
-onvention you held; and upon that solemn 
ledge to the people of Ohio, that to that State 
-hould be left the regulation of suffrage therein, 
vou carried that State. But the election was 
scarcely declared, President Grant was not in- 
augurated yet, before you proposed to nullify 
that declaration, to repudiate your platform of 
Chicago, and to force on the people of Ohio the 
fifteenth amendment. And now my colleague 
cays that the people of Ohio at their last election 
decided in favor of the fifteenth amendment. 
He says with perfect truth that his party did 
adopt @ resolution in favor of the fifteenth 
amendment. He says that the Democratic 
arty took issue with them upon that subject. 
(hat is perfectly true. But will he tell the Sen- 


ate, will any gentleman of experience tell this | 
Senate, that a vote of the people is a decision | 


in favor of every proposition that may be in the 
platform of the party which succeeds? Does 
not my colleague know that the distinguished 


ventleman, his candidate for Governor of the | 
g 


State and who is as worthy aman as lives, does 
he not know that that gentleman in his speeches, 
almost from the first speech which he made 
accepting the nomination to the last, made the 
theme of his speeches what he said was the 
wastefulness, the extravagance, and the prof- 
ligacy of the Democratic Legislature? Why, 
sir, for one word that was said about the fif- 
teenth amendment in the canvass there were 
pages spoken and pages written to depreciate 
the Democratic Legislature, to make it odious 
before the people. But that was notall. There 
were various subjects that were before the 
people that year; and surely it is not neces- 
sary for me to say to a body as intelligent as 
that which now hears me speak that such a 
decision, with a multifarious platform and mul- 
tilarious topics, cannot be quoted as the decis- 
ion of the people of Ohio in favor of this 
amendment. I grant it is entitled to some 
weight; what weight it is entitled to is to be 
considered ; but to speak of it as an authorita- 
tive decision upon this question, in my judg- 
ment, Mr. Presisident, is what can be said of 
scarcely any popular vote whatsoever. 

Before I take my seat allow me to say one 
thing, and it comes in right here very properly. 
My colleague has alluded to the fact that the 
Legislature of Ohio, before three fourths of the 
States had assented to the fourteenth amend- 
ment, withdrew its assent. ‘lhe Legislature in 
1867 withdrew the assent that previously had 
been given in 1866, and rejected that amend- 
ment. The Legislature of New Jersey did the 
same. The Senator from Connecticut [ Mr. 
Ferry] has truly stated to the Senate that if 
the States had the right thus to withdraw their 
assent the fourteenth amendment is not a part 
of the Constitution of the United States. Now, 
Mr. President, mark it, the State of Ohio has 
rejected the fifteenth’ amendment to the Con- 
stitution. 
in that State and the most strenuous efforts 
will be made to induce that Legislature to 
ratify the fifteenth amendment. I beg the at- 
tention of Senators to the fact that if Ohio 
could not withdraw her assent to the fourteenth 
amendment and reject it she cannot withdraw 
her rejection of the fifteenth amendment and 
now ratify it. In other words, if a State when 
it has once acted on a proposed amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States becomes 
Junctus officio in respect to that amendment 
so that the Legislature of the State has no 
further power over it, if it can decide but once, 
Ohio has decided against the fifteenth amend- 
ment, and the present Legislature will have no 
power to reverse that decision and now ratify 
that amendment. Should it happen, which [ 
do not think will happen, that the Legislature 
shall attempt to ratify that amendment, I hope 
that my colleague and myself will stand side 
by side to say that that ratification amounts to 
just nothing at all. 


A Legislature will meet next month | 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I do not 
intend to be led off into the discussion of a 
collateral question like that now presented by 
my colleague, although I must confess that it 
seems to me very clear that a Legislature may 
reject a constitutional amendment at one time 
and adopt it at another. I see no difficulty in 
that. I have seen the Senate very often reject 
a bill and shortly afterward under better advice 
pass it. But that is a question that does not 
affect the point. I rose to state certain facts 
in regard to Ohio polities, and my colleague 
does not dispute any one of them except the 
first, and that is that the fourteenth amend- 
ment was the basis of the contest of 1866. 

The strong feeling against Andrew Johnson 
in 1866 was that he resisted so fair, honorable, 
just, and conservative a measure as the four- 
teenth amendment. The whole indignation 
against Andrew Johnson was not because he 
made a foolish speech at the White House and 
behaved most unseemly at certain times, but 
simply because he opposed and resisted with 
the whole executive power a fair, reasonable, 
and moderate settlement that the people them- 
selves approved. The people are not governed 
by any hasty impulse. 

Then my honorable colleague says that the 


fourteenth amendment was not involved in the 


campaign of 1866. I will venture the assertion 
that there was no speech made by my colleague 
during that whole campaign in which he did 
not arraign the amendment; and I know, for 


| one, that in the latter part of the canvass of 


| amendment. 


1866, when I went through the State of Ohio, 
in every speech I made the fourteenth amend- 
ment was the burden of my song, and Andrew 
Johnson was only the outside show, [laughter ; ] 
and I think that was the case with my colleague, 
because I am sure he was very skillful and 
expert at all times in arraigning before the 
people in his own way the question of negro 
suffrage as presented by the fourteenth amend- 
ment. 

Now, in regard to the amendment of the 
State constitution proposed in 1867 my col- 
league again makes a mistake. The exclusion 
of thousands of patriotic soldiers would have 
been perfected by the adoption of that amend- 
ment; and when | went to the polis to vote on 
that occasion the exclusion of those patriotic 
soldiers was itself the great objection to the 
I know that soldiers who had 
served faithfully through the war and who were 
willing to vote that all the negroes in Ohio 
might exercise the suffrage voted against the 
Republican party on that amendment because 
it undertook to disfranchise what were called 
deserters. Who were deserters? Ohio sent 
over three hundred thousand men into the field; 
we had three or four hundred regiments. At 
the close of the war when their terms of enlist- 
ment had expired by those terms themselves, 


| and when they legally had a right to their dis- 


charge, thousands of Ohio soldiers were held 


unwillingly in the service, and some of them . 


were actually sent to Texas long after the war 
ceased. I have always regarded that as an act 
of unauthorized power. 1 believe every one 
of those soldiers had a right to leave his flag 
the very moment peace was proclaimed in this 
country ; but the Government, driven more by 
its necessities than anything else, held thou- 
sands of Ohio soldiers iu the service for months 
after their enlistment expired, and sent some of 
them—two regiments | know, with which I was 
familiar—off to Texas in a remote and danger- 
ous service, where they suffered more by the 
yellow fever than they had previously by the 
bullets of the rebels. 

I do not state it too strongly when I say that 
thousands—I think my colleague will bear me 
witness—that thousands of those Ohio soldiers 
who had served faithfully for three or four years 
in the war, feeling themselves aggrieved by the 
action of the Government for which they had 
fought, deserted their flag, and I believe they 
did right, because | believe their terms of enlist 
ment were out and that they were detained in 
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violation of law and in violation of the terms 
of the enlistment. I know brave soldiers as 
honorable as my colleague or myself who at 
the close of the war left the city of Washington 
and went home because they thought they had 
a right to leave after the grand review here ; 
and yet they are recorded in the books at Wash 

ington as deserters, and we afterward had to 
pass and did pass a law, by | believe the unan 

mous vote of both Houses, declaring that per 

sons in this condition were not deserters within 
the true meaning of the law ; and yet there they 
stand on the record as deserters. The law to 
which | now refer was passed after the alleged 
desertions occurred and after the question was 
discussed before the people of Ohio. If that 
amendment had been adopted in 1867 these 
brave soldiers would have been disfranchised, 
and I believe as many soldiers would have been 
disfranchised by thatamendmentas there would 


_have been colored men enfranchised by its 


operation. It was the unfortunate position of 
our Ohio contest and of this State amendment 
in 1867 that lost us the Legislature and enabled 
the Democratic party not only to refuse assent 
to the fifteenth amendment, but to assume to 
reject the fourteenth amendment, which had 
already been adopted by a majority of forty or 
fifty thousand of the people of Ohio. 

Now, Mr. President, in regard to what my 
friend says about the Chicago platform and the 
change of our party position from the Chicago 
platform, allthat is a matter of general political 
debate, and it is too late in the evening for 
us to enter into the discussion of it; but in 
regard to the last campaign my colleague, it 
seems to me, rather evades the question here. 
The question is whether the people of Ohio 
have directly or indirectly rejected the fifteenth 
amendment. I say they never have. He must 
admit that at the last election there was no 
other national question at issue except the 
fifteenth amendment. It is true the Democrats 
did draw in the question of our promising to 
pay the bonds in gold, and a anol many other 
things, in order to make weight against us, but 
the only affirmative proposition of a national 
character presented in the last campaign wes 
the fifteenth amendment; and with all the load 
of an incoming Administration, with all the 
things that could be thrown into the canvass 
against us, with doubt here and hesitation 
there, we entered into the contest and carried 
the election before the people upon the fifteenth 
amendment when there was no other national 
issue involved. 

Whether the Legislature will or will not carry 
out that will of the people it is not for me to 
say. I believe they will; and I hope yet before 
this session closes to have the satisfaction of 
bringing here the vote of the Legislature of 
Ohio to make the cap-sheaf upon the pyramid 
of liberty which will secure to every man in this 
country equal rights before the law, at the bal- 
lot-box, to hold public office, and everywhere, 
but that is for the future. If the members of 
the Legislature carry out the will of the people 
who elected them, if they follow the convictions 
that they openly proclaimed before they were 
elected, if they follow the political associations 
which surrounded them when they were elected, 
if they carry out the opinions that they expressed 
themselves before the people, I shall have the 
privilege of doing that thing; if not, 1 may be 
disappointed ; but, after all, the people of Ohio 
never were false or doubtful upon the question 
of the adoption of either the thirteenth, the 
fourteenth, or the fifteenth amendment, and | 
believe that if you will submit the fifteenth 
amendment to the people of Ohio stripped of 
all surrounding circumstances and leave to them 
the simple question whether a man shall be 
disfranchised because he was born with a black 
skin, now with the enlightened spirit that | 
grown by the progress of this discussion, that 
simple proposition would be carried by a major 
ity of more than fifty thousand of the people 
of the Stateof Ohio. It was only in justice to 
them, to show that they never did go back on 
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this broad and general principle, that I rose to 
make this statement. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, lam sorry 
to trouble the Senate with any more remarks, 
and [ will promise not to take much of their 
time; but some things that have fallen from 
my colleague require notice at my hands; and 
first, in regard to the deserters who were sought 
to be disfranchised by the proposed amend- 
ment to the constitution of the State of Ohio. 
I quite agree with my colleague that the prop- 
osition to disfranchise them was outrageous. 
The facts were in regard to most of them very 
nearly as stated by my colleague; they were 
men who had enlisted, according to their terms 
of enlistment, for three years or until the close 
of the war. They understood that that was an 
engagement to serve for three years if the war 
should so long last; but that if the war should 
close before the expiration of three years, then 
the term of their enlistment would close too. 

That was the interpretation they put upon it, 
and not from any disposition to desert the flag ; 
not from any disposition to evade the perform- 
ance of the duties they had undertaken, but 
because they believed the war to be at an end 
after all the rebel armies had been surrendered, 
they left for their homes. ‘Technically they 


were deserters, because technically no soldier | 


has a right to leave, even when his term has 
expired, until he receives his discharge. There- 
fore they were borne upon the books of the 
War Department as deserters, but they were 
not deserters in fact; they were not deserters 
in any reproachful sense of thatterm. I con- 
cur, and I am glad to concur, in joining my own 
vindication to that of my colleague of those 
patriotic men. 


to call the attention of my colleague to one | 


thing. 

He goes further; he says they had a right to 
leave; they ought not to have been called de- 
serters at all 
peace was proclaimed. My colleague says that 
after the surrender of the southern armies in 
the spring and summer of 1865 they had the 
right to leave because there then was peace, 
there then was no longer war. My colleague 
gives it as his legal opinion, as his opinion as 


; they had the right to leave because | 


If IT had the strength and the Senate had the 
patience I should try, fruitless asthe effort might 
be, to show that that clause has no application 
to the case; but I say it will not do to invoke 
that provision of the Constitution to sustain 
these reconstruction measures; and this bill 


which is now before the Senate, and which goes | 


further than any reconstruction measure yet, 
which strikes down a State after it has com- 
plied with your reconstruction measures, which 
if it can be enacted in regard to Georgia can be 
enacted in regard to Ohio, which can authorize 
this Senate to turn out the Legislature of Ohio, 
or New York, or Massachusetts, by just as 
much right as you can turn out the members 
of the Legislature of Georgia—nay, sir, you 
have not a shadow of ground to stand upon for 
this billexcept that peace has not been restored, 
that war yet exists between us and Geor- 
gia, and that therefore, in the exercise of the 
war-making power, you can try a citizen of 
Georgia by court-martial, convict and hang 
him—that is your only power for this bill. 
And now I say once more I rejoice to find my 
able, distinguished, and patriotic colleague on 
my side; 1 hope to have his vote in accordance 
with the fact that peace prevails over this coun- 
try and there is no more war. 

One thing more, sir. My colleague says that 
he hopes to have the privilege before this ses- 
sion adjourns ee from his State a 
ratification of the fifteenth amendment, the cap- 
sheaf of this great something or other—pyra- 
mid, I believe he called it, of civil and human 


'liberty—this thing which disregards color, 


I agree to that, but nowI want || 


a Senator—he is both a lawyer and a Senator— | 
that peace then existed ; war had ceased ; there | 


was nO more war in the country, and even the 
soldiers of the Army without waiting for a dis- 


charge had the right to leave and go to their | 


homes. And yet, Mr. President, every single 
one of your reconstruction acts, every single 
one of your laws that puts the southern people 
under the dominion of the military and subjects 


them to trial by drum-head court-martial, pro- 


ceeds upon the ground that war exists down 
to this day. 
Senate proceeds on the ground that war exists. 
By what other right, in plain violation of the 


‘The very bill that is before the | 


Constitution, do you propose to try a man not | ‘ : 
| the word ** that’’ and insert: 


in the military or naval service of the United 


which will reject no man because of the color 
of his skin, which utterly detests and abhors 
caste, and is to make this country the exemplar 
of that divine impartiality which prevails in the 
kingdom to come. Ah! when the question 
comes whether John Chinaman shall vote, I 
hope my friend will be able then to explain how 
itis that this fifteenth amendment excludes 
him. I hope my colleague will be able to ex- 
plain how this great cap-sheaf of impartial 
justice, this thing which makes this Kadical 
party almost the ministers of the Almighty, 
which makes this Radical Government an ex- 
emplar on earth of what the divine government 
is in the other world—I hope he will explain 
how it is that it enables you to say that a man 


| with a black skin can vote and a man with a 


yellow skin cannot. 
Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, it being very 


|| manifest now that the Senators from Ohio have 


placed themselves recti in curia before that 
great constituency, I suggest that perhaps we 
might as well return to the bill lt see if we 
cannot get a vote upon it. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Indiana. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I propose this as a sub- 


_stitate for that amendment—it is simply a 


States by court-martial, and hang him, unless || 


war exists? 


Your Attorney General, in the opinion he | 


gave in the Weaver case, justifying the convic- 
tion of that man by court-martial, advised the 


President in effect to approve that sentence | 
and hang the man on ihe ground that in this | 
year of grace 1869 the United States are at | 


war with the State of Texas. 
were so fully restored, if war had ceased, if 


Ah, sir, if peace | 


all the blessings of peace had once more been || 


shed upon the country, and there was no man 
in arms to make us afraid ; if that were so truly 


the case that men enlisted in the Army of the | 


United States had a right to leave their ranks, 


elo ; 


throw down their swords, take up the plow- || 


share and resume their peaceful avocations in 
the early summer of 1865, I hope to have the 
support of my colleague in opposing the bill 
now before the Senate, which is a war measure 
and nothing else. 

It will not do to say that you find the power 
for this bill in the authority to guaranty to 
each State a republican form of government. 


change in phraseology—to strike out all after 


The Legislature shall ratify the fifteenth amend- 
ment proposed to the Constitution of the United 
States before Senators and Representatives from 
Georgia are admitted to seats in Congress. 

Mr. DRAKE. What is the difference be- 
tween that and the other.? 

Mr. NYE. This does not include the four- 
teenth amendment. 

Mr. DRAKE. 
has already been stricken out by the Senator 
from Indiana. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It improves the phrase- 

£ 

’ ‘he VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Indiana accept this modification ? 

Mr.MORTON. Asit contains precisely the 
substance of my amendment, and as it has a 
change of phraseology which will obviate some 
verbal arguments that have been offered here, 
I am willing to accept it as a substitute. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment as modified. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Before the final vote is 
taken on this question I desire to say a word. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator from 


, | 
The fourteenth amendment 
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Wisconsin allow the amendment to be reyes.) 
again? We did not hear it on this ide’ e 
Mr. CARPENTER. Certainly. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendy 
as modified, will be read. 
The Cuier CLerk. The amendment, as, 
modified, is to strike out the eighth sect), 
the bill after the enacting clause, and jy | 
thereof to insert: 
That the Legislature shall ratify the fifea.. 
amendment proposed to the Constitution of the | 
ted States before Senators and Representatiy 0s { 
Georgia are admitted to seats in Congress. , 
Mr. CARPENTER. Ido not see that 4), 
change in phraseology makes any differer,: 
with the amendment. I think the Senator {;,, 


| Indiana is quite right in saying that it is gy 


stantially his own proposition, and he there(y 
properly accepts it. I desire to say, howeyc, 
a few words in vindication of the objectioy, 
which I still retain, in spite of all my exertion. 
to overcome them, to the adoption of th, 
amendment. 

The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tuurmay] gqi 


| yesterday that the difference between mygo); 


and the Senator from Indiana was that | was 
not willing to say what I meant and the Sey 

ator from Indiana was willing. hat is yo, 
exactly the statement of the case. I desire 
here once more to repeat, as I was quite essen. 
tially misrepresented by the report of our pro. 
ceedings yesterday in the public press, tha: 
there is no difference whatever between the 
Senator from Indiana and myself upon any 
principle involved in his amendment. [\: 
desires the ratification of the fifteenth amend 

ment; so do all the members of the Judiciary 
Committee who agreed to report this bill. H: 
means that Georgia shall ratify that amendmen 
before she has a place in this Hall; so I believe 
does every oianhee who agreed to report this 
bill. But the question remains whether it ; 

policy for us to embody that enactment in t) 

bill. The Senator from Ohio, who stated t\i 

difference between the Senator from Indians 
and myself to be one of form, not of s\ 

stance, is lawyer enough to know very 

that it is often in judicial proceedings a vital 
question, not what the facts really are, \u 
what does the record show the facts to be; 
and unless my friend, the distinguished Seu: 
tor from Missouri, shall speedily pass his |i, 
I can comprehend that the Supreme Court o/ 
the United States in subsequent proceedings 
may come upon this question, and may have to 
pass upon it with all the niceties and techuic- 
alities which control judicial proceedings, 
and that patriotic appeals and popular decla-: 
mation will then go for nothing. i am aware 
that the Senator from Indiana would have the 
advantage of us in arguing this question before 
a crowd, and that there is some apparent force 
in his rhetoric here upon this subject ; that we 
are standing upon a technicality when the ques- 
tion involves a broad, national object which 
should be secured and -respected ; and it is 
because such remarks here from the Senator 
from Indiana seem to drive us who reported 
this bill in this form into an opposition to the 
prnepias of that amendment that I desire 
1ere in the very last hour to explain why I must 


| vote against the amendment. 


The amendment now offered does steer clear 
of the objection which was embodied in tie 
phraseology of the amendment as submitted by 
the Senator from Indiana. That provided that 
the Legislature should be provisional until i! 
ratified the fifteenth amendment. Now, | am 
with the Senator from Indiana even to the 
extent of saying that that would not actualy 
prevent the ratification being valid when the 


| State should sppenaneetny be admitted to-her 


representation in Congress. The Supreme 


' Court of the United States decided in regard 


to a statute passed by the State of Michigan 
before she was admitted, creating a corpora 


‘tion, that after the State had been admitted 


into the Union the validity of that statute could 
not be questioned. Ido not see why the prin 


ciples of that decision do not apply to every 
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f a sovereign State after it is admitted by 
act of Congress in admitting her repre- 
tatives as those of a sovereign State ; and 


Lo 


? 
| LUDA, 


even with the phraseology of the Sen- || 


r of Indiana, declaring the Legislature pro- | 


nal until it should adopt this amendment 

the Constitution, that when subsequently 
‘ye should be admitted into the Union that 
ould eure the ratification and make all good 


in the principles of the decision of the | 


Snpreme Court in the Michigan case, to which 
ij have referred, which I believe to be sound 
. But, conceding this to be so, the Senator from 
Indiana says We are inconsistent; and he says 
we are cowardly if we go back, as he expresses 
it. by which be means if we change the phrase- 
ology of this bill from that of the bills which 
have related to other States. Now, this differ- 
ence between us, as I have said, merely goes 
‘o the form in which this record is to be made 
up. Weare making up acase here to-night for 
the Supreme Court of the United States, or for 
any other court, that may have to pass upon 
the question of the validity of the fifteenth 
amendment by Georgia; and the real point of 
difference between the Senator from Indiana 
and myself is, whether we shall make up the 
record so as to create an objection for our 
opponents, upon which they will try to drive 
us into arguments for its defense; when we 
can accomplish the end we all have in view, 
and avoid the objection. It may be said we 
are technical. Thatis so; but it is in antici- 
pation of technical objections before a judicial 
tribunal, where it is no answer to an opponent 
to say that his argument is very technical, 


unless you can also show it to be unsound. I | 
believe the objection is unsound; but if our | 


courts should hereafter think differently, then 
I have no doubt the Senator from Indiana 
would wish that the objection had been obvi- 
ated when it was so easy to have done so. 


Professional niceties are proper when employed | 


in promoting just ends. Even the Apostles 


were commanded to be harmless as doves, yet | 


wise as serpents, with which they would have 
to contend. 

Kivery lawyer knows, and it is a thing per- 
fectly familiar and constantly recurring in his 
practice, that if he tries a case once in the 


court below and meets certain objections he | 
may have a decision in his favor and go on | 
with the case; and when he comes to try it | 


again, the same questions coming up, if he can 
possibly avoid them he will do so; if he can- 
not avoid them he will stand the chances upon 
them and go to the Supreme Court on the ques- 
tion as originally decided. Now, if we change 
the phraseology of this act and steer clear of 
this difficulty we do not admit that we were 
wrong when we passed the other act. We do 
admit, what every man knows and what this 
debate has abundantly proved to us, that there 
is a question made by our opponents, which 
question I say we may obviate by leaving out 
this provision in this act. 

One word more upon the necessity of the 
bill. I donot intend to go into any discussion 
upon the political questions which lie at the 
base of this legislation. They have been dis- 
cussed over and over again in the Senate, in 
the House, in the Supreme Court, and before 
the country. But there are many reasons for 
the passage of this bill aside from the general 
principles embodied in all the reconstruction 
legislation of Congress upon which it may also 
be justified. 


The Senator from New York has already | 
read to the Senate the very able letter of Mr. | 
Stephens upon the mere legal question. As at | 


present advised I entirely concur with the 
opinion expressed by Mr. Stephens in that let- 
ter. It is true that if the Legislature of Geor- 
git should take up that question and decide it 
‘he other way there may be no tribunal which 
could reverse their decision; but in strict and 
regular practice, after that Legislature has once 
passed upon the question and settled and de- 














| and by revolutionary proceedings, and the atten- 
| tion of Congress being directed to it, the power 


termined the rights of the different claimants 
to their seats and adjourned that session, I do 
not believe that it has the power to reverse 
that decision. 

What should we do if the same state of facts 
had occurred in any other State of the Union? | 


| In the State of New York, for instance, if we | 
|| should see that her Legislature was actually and | 


de facto constituted of men who had not been | 
elected, and who held their seats by violence 


of the General Government to guaranty repub- 
lican institutions to that State being invoked, 
Congress would have the undoubted right and | 
power to interfere and correct the evil. But | 
how should we intepfere? Not by overthrow- 
ing the whole government of the State of New 
York, not by displacing the Governor of that 
State and her judicial department. Congress 
would simply draw the caustic around the dis- 
eased part. 

This bill does precisely that with Georgia. 
The difficulty, so far as reconstruction has 
proceeded there, is confined to the legislative 
branch of the Government. This bill is directed 


| solely to that point, and it steers clear of the 
| question about which our friends are not en- 


tirely agreed, whether Georgia has or has not 
complied with the requirements of the recon- 
struction acts so as to be entitled to be admit- 
ted here. We are postponing by this bill final 
action upon that question until we can have 
before us the results of the investigation which 
will be had under this bill in regard to the con- 
struction of that Legislature. 
facts all before us, ascertained under the provis- 
ions of our own bill, we can determine whether 
the Senators who claim their seats here from 
Georgia ought to have them or not. 
can act understandingly. Then we can do what 
the justice of the case calls for. 
seem to me, since hearing all the objections and 


Then with the | 


And it does | 


arguments on this question pro and con, that | 


this bill, just as it came from the Judiciary 
Committee, is the bill which it is most prudent 
and safe to pass, and that it will be efficacious 
to all the ends in view. 

Mr. STEWART. I did not intend to make 


| any remarks on this bill, and I would not speak 


now but for the fact that 1 was on the Judiciary 
Committee and voted for this report; and lest 
my vote might be misunderstood I deem it 
proper to say a word. 

So far as having the question alluded to in 
the case we have it now as much as wecan have 
it. If the fifteenth amendment becomes a part 
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got the question in this case. If we vote this 
down it will be taken by the people of Georgia 
as a vote against this requirement; it will be 
misunderstood. Consequently I shall vote for 
this amendment so as not to be misunderstood. 
As a matter of policy originally I do not think 
I would put it into the bill, but inasmuch as it 
is proposed and discussed I shall now vote 
for it. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, it was not my 
purpose to say anything on this subject; but 
about an hour since a Republican triend, a 
Senator, came to me and asked me if I thought 


| he might safely absent himself from the Cham 


ber for an hour, and he said he wanted to be 
here certainly when the vote was taken; aud 
I told him that I thought he might safely go, 
| Laughter.] Well, as he is absent upon my 
leave I feel that a point of honor requires me 


| now to make some remarks and consume the 


time that maybe necessary to enable that Sen- 
ator to return and give his vote. 

Mr. DRAKE. What is the time? 

Mr. DAVIS. An hour. A portion of the 


| time though, I may inform the Senator from 


Missouri, has elapsed. 
Mr. SUMNER. How much? 
Mr. DAVIS. I have not calculated it with 
any certainty. ,I hope that under the circum 


| Laughter. } 


| stances, Mr. President, I shall be excused by 


the weary Republican Senators for occupying 


| the attention of the Senate until my absent 
| friend again reports for duty. 


Mr. NYE. I suggest to the honorable Sen- 
ator feom Kentucky that we are laboring under 
weariness at this hour, and some of us will 


| pair off with his absent friend to save him 


| trouble. 


Then we || 


[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I am obliged 
to the honorable Senator for his suggestion ; 
but I never pair off myself, much less another 
Senator. That isa little beyond my jurisdic 
tion, but not more so than I think the question 
of the reorganization of Georgia is outside of 


| the jurisdiction of this Senate. 


of the Constitution, the votes of Virginia, Mis- | 


sissippi, and Texas must be counted, conse- 
quently the same question will be in the case, 
and it is already made up with this question in, 
if the question amounts to anything. Whether 
we shail put this condition in or not is a mere 
question of policy in the given case whether it 
is necessary to doit. I did not think it mate- 
rial before the question was raised to put 


| this condition into the bill, for I think it is well 


understood that none of us will vote for the 
admission of Georgia until she shall have rati- 
fied this fifteenth amendment, fornobody would 
believe that Georgia was reconstructed or had 
any disposition to comply with the laws unless 
she should ratify that amendment. Couse- 
quently I was perfectly willing to submit the 


| bill in the shape it was feported, having the 
| utmost faith in Congress that she never would 
| be admitted, that she never would present a 


case which would satisfy Congress that the laws 
would be enforced there, and that she was dis- 
posed to enforce the laws and have peace 
within her borders, until that event occurred. 


| But as this amendment has been offered and | 


been discussed I fear that to vote it down would 
have a bad moral effect. I think it would | 
endanger the adoption of the fifteenth amend- 
ment if we should vote down this amendment 
after this discussion, beeause there is no sufhi- | 
cient reason for voting it down. Wehave done 


Mr. President, the main matter that is before 
this body and before the country for its consid 
eration, according to my apprehension, is the 


| ratification of the constitution of Georgia, or in 
| other words, the power that is legitimate to or- 


ganize a government for the State of Georgia. 


Now, I would ask the honorable Senator who 


| reported this bill, the able chairman of the 


| it to make a State government? 


Committee on the Judiciary, whose business is 
What powet 
in our country and under our system of mixed 
State and Federal Governments is the appro- 
priate power to make a State government? 
Well, Mr. President, to my mind there can be 
but one answer, and that answer is that the 
people of the State itself are the only legitimate 
and constitutional power upon earth that can 


'make a government for the State of Georgia 


or for any other State. 
Now, what is the question before this body 


| and what is the power which the Senate is try- 


ing to assume? It is that the Congress of the 
United States shall divest the people of Georgia 
of the power to make their own State govern- 


| ment, and assume and usurp that power itself. 


| at all. 


Sir, I say that it is not competent for Congress 
to take upon itself the exercise of such a power 
All the legislation of Congress upon 
this subject of the States whose people were in 
rebellion seems to concede the proposition that 
those States are still members of the Union; 
that is, they are States of the United States. 


| If that proposition is conceded, with what show 


of logic or constitutional law can any man con- 
tend that Congress has the power to make a 


| constitution for those States? 


Mr. President, here seems to be the pith of 
the question: if Georgia will come into the 
Union and by her Legislature and State gov 
ernment range herself under the Radical ban 
ner and elect Radical Senators of the proper 
stamp to the Senate of the United States, then 
Georgia is a State in the Union; bet, on the 


. . ij a . . . s : é 
the same thing in three other cases, and have |! contrary, if Georgia will exercise her own inde- 
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pendence and her Legislature will elect mem- | 


hers to the Senate and her people Representa- 


| 
| 


tives to Congress who are opposed to Radical- | 


ism or to Republicanism, then Georgia is no 
State in the Union! 
that issue. If Georgia is Radical, and in her 
elections and legislation will act in conformity 
to the Radical policy, then Georgia is a State 
in the Union; but if Georgia is Democratic or 
anti-Radical, and will elect members of the 
Senate opposed to Radicalism, then Georgia is 
no State inthe Union! That, I think, is a fair 
statement of the proposition which now divides 
the Senate upon this evening. Georgia is a 
State of the Union if she will adopt the Rad- 
ical policy ; Georgia is a State in the Union if 
she will send Radical members to the House 
of Representatives and to the Senate ; but if 
(jeorgia acts in opposition to Radicalism and 
to the Radical party in those aspects, then 
Georgia is no State of the Union atall. Well, 


Mr. President, that is about equivalent to the | 


proposition we have all so often heard stated 
between the gamblers, ‘‘ Heads, I win; tails, 
you lose.’’ There is no chance for the inde- 
— of Georgia, there is tio chance for 


ier action in relation to this subject of reha- | 


bilitating her State government, unless she 
declares herself Radical ; and-unless she takes 
that position she is not a State in the Union 
at all! 

Well, sir, the objections of the honorable 
Senator from Wisconsin to the amendment of 
the Senator from Indiana I think would avail 
nothing, because I think the question in that 
form was distinctly made up at the last session 
of Congress when the three States of Missis- 
sippi, Virginia, and Texas were required abso- 
lutely by the action of Congress to adopt the 
fifteenth amendment before they could be re- 
ceived and treated as States in the Union; 
but it is only a difference of form and not in 
essence between the two modes; both of them 
are equally coercive of Georgia and destructive 
of her independence. She has as much right 
to vote upon the proposition of the fifteenth 
amendment to the Constitution independently 
and of her own free will as has any State of the 
United States. Says the Senator from Wis- 
consin, ‘‘If the amendment of the Senator 
from Indiana is adopted it will present upon 
the record a case of coercion of Georgia in this 
ratification of the fifteenth amendment, and to 
avoid that case of coercion upon the record I 
want to dodge that point, but make her adopt 
it just as imperatively asa matter of fact though 
it is evaded upon the record.’’ That is his 
position plainly expressed. 

Well, Mr. President, in either form it would 
avail nothing. 
when they believe or affect to believe that by 
such shallow devices as that they can avoid the 
grave question whether there is coercion exer- 
cised in passing upon a proposed amendment 


of the Constitution by certain States of the | 
There is no freedom allowed to Geor- | 


Union. 
gia in this matter of passing upon this fifteenth 
amendment. There was none allowed to Vir- 
ginia, to Mississippi, and to Texas. The same 
liberty was allowed to them and not an iota 
more than is allowed by the highwayman when 
he arrests the traveler on the highway and 
presents his pistol to his breast and demands 
of him ‘** Your money or your life.’’ That is 
the freedom of choice and the freedom of action 
in this grave matter of amending the Constitu- 
tion of the United States upon the proposition 
of the fifteenth amendment which the party in 
power in Congress have allowed to these south- 
ern States. The time will come when the 


matter in that form will be presented to the 
American people. 


Mr. THAYER. With the consent of the 
Senator from Kentucky I move that the Senate 
take a recess until half past seven o'clock this 
evening. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
better sit on. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


I hope not. We had 


No; let us take a recess. 


Gentlemen delude themselves | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wu- 


LIAMS inthe chair.) The question before the 


Senate is on taking a recess until half past || 


| seven o’clock. 


The question comes to || 


Mr. CASSERLY. I ask whether it is in 


|| order to make a statement in reference to either 
| a recess or an adjournment which may remove 





| 


| 
| 


| thatis erroneous? 





| 
| 
| 








| 


| myself that the final 


an impression from the minds of members 
While, of course, 1 am not 
competent to make an agreement for others 
I will say for myself that I have no doubt 
the vote can be taken on this bill to-morrow ; 
the final vote, | mean, on it with or without 
amendment. It is not the purpose, and so far 
as I know it has not been at any time the wish 
of the gentlemen with whom I am acting on 
this side of the Chamber to speak merely for 
the sake of consuming time. We understand 
perfectly well that it would be beyond the 
power of human effort on our part to defeat 
this bill if the majority mean that it shall pass. 
All we have made a point about is what we 
think will be fully conceded to us by all fair- 
minded opponents, that this bill should not go 
through the Senate without the most thorough 
discussion on our part. That is all we have 
contended for and all we now propose to con- 
tend for; and after consultation with such of 
the Democratic members as are at hand, I 
have no doubt that the final vote can be taken 
on this bill, my impression was to-morrow, 
though the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tuurmay] 
this moment says Monday. I myself shall not 
take up any needless amount of time. I wish 
to say something upon this bill, but it will not 
be at great length. I put it to Senators whether 
having the power which they have in this Sen- 
ate they feel themselves warranted in using it 
when everything is in their own hands to the 
extent of holding a night session to their dis- 
comfort as well as to our own? 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think if the Senators 
on the other side of the Chamber will agree 
that the vote shall be taken to-morrow there 
will be no difficulty at all in adjourning now; 
but I do not suppose Senators on this side 
would agree to postpone it until Monday, be- 
cause that would be the defeat of the bill before 
the holiday recess. 

Mr. CASSERLY. _I speak only for myself; 
and for myself I say that it never hus been my 
disposition, and I trust never will be, to defeat 
a bill, even the most obnoxious, by any other 
mode than by exhausting all legitimate means 
of opposition. 

Mr. DAVIS. I shall be entirely willing 

uestion on this subject 
shall be taken on enday or to-morrow; either 
will suit me. 


Mr. THURMAN. I wish to say for myself 


| that I suggested Monday because of the hope 


I entertained that the Senate would adjourn 
over until Monday. I do not know how it is 
with other Senators, but I have matters that 
require attention to-morrow, and I cannot 
attend to them unless the Senate adjourns 
over. We all have, in the early part of the 
session, matters that require attention outside 


|| of the Senate and I was in hopes that the Sen- 
ate would adjourn over until Monday. But if 


the Senate is resolved to sit to-morrow, then 
I have no objection to saying that the vote may 
be taken at the close of the session to-morrow ; 
but I would prefer a great deal that the Senate 
should adjourn over until Monday. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Owing to the condition 
of business in the House of Thepresentatives, 


'| [ am satisfied this bill cannot be passed before 


the holidays unless we pass it at this session 


| of the Senate; and I do hope the friends of the 


bill will stand by it and in the little hours of 
the morning, if need be, when the intellect is 
clear and the purpose firm, pass it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on taking a recess until half past seven 
o'clock. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
do now adjourn. 

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 


I move that the Senate 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The q,. 
tion recurs on the motion that the Senate ta), 
a recess until half past seven o’clock, i 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate /., 
twenty-five minutes past five) took a recess yyy, 
half past seven o’clock p. m. ee 


EVENING SESSION, 

The Senate reassembled at half past seven 

o’clock p. m. 
SENATE CONTINGENT EXPENSks. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before 4), 
Senate the annual report of the Secretary o; 
the Senate on the contingent disbursements o; 
the Senate; which was ordered to lie on th, 
table, and be printed. 


STATE OF GEORGIA. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The recess hay. 


ing expired, the Senate resumes, as in Con 
mittee of the Whole, the consideration of th, 
bill (S. No. 281) to perfect the reconstruct, 
of the State of Georgia, upon which the Senato; 
from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] is entitled to thy 
floor. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, we have bee, 
told that it is well to have a giant’s power, }y; 
tyranny to exercise that power asa giant. he 
Senate certainly has the power of a giant and 
it certainly exercisesits power as a giant. We 
have had many evidences of the truth of tha 
position during the last few years and one 
during the latter part of the evening. 

The administration of the Government of 
the United States for the last few years has 
degenerated into a most grotesque but serious 
comedy. I feel strongly tempted to enter upon 
the consideration of the perverted manner jn 
which its powers under the Constitution have 
been exercised ; but the honorable and abje 
Senator from Oregon [Mr. Wi Lutams] says 
that that has already been done ad nauseam. 
That honorable Senator has a very delicate 
stomach, almost as fastidious as that of a sick 
lady. * I had supposed that he had taken so 
many things of such monstrous proportions 
and extreme hardness into his political stom 
ach that he had lost his sensibility in tha 
organ, but I find that I have been mistaken, 
He seems to have a little nausea when his 
political misdeeds and those of his associates 
are arrayed and presented to his consider 
ation. I am glad that he is evincing so much 
sensibility to the administration of a little 
medicine. I had thought that his case was 
hopeless ; but when the stomach has so much 
of sensation as to respond to the action 
of medicine, however nauseous it may be, 
whether calomel or jalap, it is a hopeful indi- 
cation, as the honorable Senator from Ver. 
mont [Mr. Epmunps] said yesterday, of re- 
turning health. [Laughter.] I am still alitile 
disposed to make a further essay this evening. 

Mr. President, I hold that an enlightened 
and patriotic statesman in relation to great 
and fundamental principles and important 
measures will vote and speak and act in the 
majority as he would in the minority. The 
good of his country and his own fame require 
that such should be the principle upon which 
he acts ; that without regard to measures being 
proposed or opposed by majorities or minor: 
ties, by his party or by opponents of his party, 
he should give them his support or make oppo 
sition to them upon the principle o7 their own 
merits. I profess to endeavor to act upon 
these patriotic principles and considerations. 
I do not profess to come up to their perfec! 
truth and integrity. I admit that the infirm: 
ities of my nature prevent me from reaching 
that point; but as far as the feebleness and the 
imperfections of my nature will enable me to 
do so I profess to act according to that stand- 
ard. SinceI have been a member of this body 
it has been my effort to give a fair, consider 
ate, and just consideration to every measure 
and every proposition, without regard to the 
party or to the member of the Senate from 
whom it originated, and upon its constitution: 
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ality, its wisdom, and its justice to determine 
the question of my support or of my opposi- 
tion to it. I ask for light and strength so to 
\ “tr, President, I have often asked members 
of the Senate who belong to the majority, and 
especially the able Senator from Oregon, for 
he is unquestionably one of the ablest men of 
this body, of masculine mind, of great erudi- 
tion and strength as a lawyer and as a states- 
man, to point out to the Senate and the country 
the powers by which they undertake to do all 
that they have done in this work of reconstruc- 
tion. We have been referred to the war power. 
Sir, it is my reading of the Constitution and of 
our system of government that the war power 
is strictly incidental to astate of war; that war 
is a contest of forces and of forces of arms; 
and that whenever that contest has ceased and 
terminated, as an incident of this principle the 
war power ceases with it. Itis true thata high 


ofticer of our Government, and until within a | 
few days the Attorney General, has expressed | 
solemnly and deliberately a different opinion, | 
that war in Texas has raged for fourandahalf | 


long years after there has been no man in arms 
in lexas or in any other State of the United 
States in opposition to the just authority of the 
(Government of the United States and the exe- 
cution of its laws. A more absurd opinion, in 
my judgment, was never pronounced by a man 
who claimed to himself the name of lawyer, of 
jurist, and of statesman. 

’ We have been referred by the advocates, and 
especially by the leading advocates of this recon- 
struction policy, to two clauses in the Consti- 
tution of the United States which provide that 
Congress may admit new States into the Union, 
and that Congress shall guaranty to the States 
inthis Union a republican form of government. 
I will read those two clauses, and then proceed 
to inquire into the question of the power as 
imparted by those clauses of the Constitution 
to Congress to pass the measure that is now 
pending before the Senate: 

**New States may be admitted by the Congress into 
this Union.”’ 

No gentleman will contend that Georgia is a 
new State, or is a new State about to be admit- 
ted into the Union, That position will hardly 
be taken in relation to one of the original 
thirteen. 
that that clause of the Constitution gives no 
power whatever to Congress over the present 
subject or the more cognate subjects which 
have so frequently occupied its attention in the 
last {pur or five years. The other provision, 
section four of article four, is in these words: 


_ The United States shall guaranty to every State 
inthis Union a republican form of government and 
shall protect each of them against invasion,’’ &c. 


Therefore I come to the conclusion | 


I concede that that provision of the Consti- | 


tution applies as well to old as to new States, 
and that it is a duty, a continuing, living, and 
important duty devolved by it upon Congress 
to guaranty to all the States, whether old or 
new, now and in the future, that are in the 


| interdicting the African race from all political | 


was a pledge of guaranty to that republican 
form of government in each of the States. 
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|| United States, is embodied in those few words, 


It | 


will not do for the Senator from Massachusetts, 


{Mr. Scumner,] or any other theorist here or 
elsewhere, to assume that the governments of 


Those words impart a power that has a defi- 
nite and specific object. That object is not to 


|| dissolve the Union, not to abolish States, not 


the original thirteen States at the time the Con- | 


stitution was formed and adopted by the people 


of those States, at the time of the first organ- | 
ization of Congress, and at the time that these | 


States were all admitted to representation in 
both Houses of Congress—it will not do for any 
man to have the hardihood to assume that they 
had not republican forms of government ; and 
nothing else than hardihood of the extremest 
kind can assume any such position. 


Mr. President, how often have all of those | 


States amended and altered their State consti- 
tutions? Is there one of them in the whole 
number that has not done so two or three 
times? 
by whose permission or authority did they 
enter upon it? By the sovereign power and 
authority of their people, the people of each 
State for itself. New York, for instance, has 
amended and altered her constitution three 
times since. 


the right, the authority, the permission to alter 
their State constitutions? There was no power 


that acted or presumed to act upon that import: | 
ant matter save that of the —— of each | 


State for itself. They by their Legislatures 
passed laws to call conventions for the pur- 
pose of altering or amending their constitu- 
tions. 

Those conventions met. They entered upon 
their work. They modified their constitutions. 
In the early days of the Government they some- 
times submitted alterations of the constitutions 
to the people, and in some instances they de- 
clared them operative and effective without any 
submission to the people ; and there never was 
a voice of objection or question to this course 
of action in either House of the Congress of 
the United States. It was a matter that be- 


longed to the people of each State in its sover- || 


eign character and capacity, the highest power 
over that subject upon earth, and a power with 
which no action of Congress nor any other 
power or authority on this earth was authorized 
to interfere, much less to control, to dictate, to 
allow ortodisallow. Ifthe able Senator from 
Oregon were in his seat I would ask him when 
the State of Illinois, for instance, or the State 
of Indiana entered upon the work of altering 
their constitutions, and they introduced articles 


power within their respective States, if that 


action and those constitutions and those pro- || 


visions of the constitutions of those States were 
not valid, binding, and effective upon the peo- 
ple of those States and upon the Government 


|| of the United States? They were so held and 
| recognized by the people of those States, re- 


Union, a republican form of government. I |) 


take it for granted that when Congress has 
admitted the representation of a new State into 


atives it amounts to a formal recognition that 
she has a republican form of government, and 


is a formal pledge of guaranty for that repub- | 


lican form of government. ‘lhe original thir- 
teen States had constitutions, had State gov- 


ernments based upon written constitutions | 


when the Constitution of the United States was | 


formed and adopted by the States, or by the 
people of the States. 
the First Congress under the Constitution 


those thirteen States were all admitted to rep- | 


resentation in Congress in both of its Houses 
by their Senators and Representatives. 

I assume that that action of Congress was 
conclusive, and evidence from which there was 
then no appeal, that each State had a republican 
form of government, and the admission of Rep- 
resentatives of each State into both Houses 


On the assembling of | 


nited States and its Government. 

Mr. President, the people of the southern 
States made a revolt against the Government 
and authority of the United States. ‘They sus- 


| pended their relations with the United States 
the Senate and into the House of Represent- |) 


and its Government and they endeavored to 
set up and establish a separate government. I 


concede that that was an act of unauthorized | 
rebellion ; that it had no force, no authority ; | 


that it was utterly null and void, and that the 
Government of the United States properly, by 
force of arms, entered upon the subjugation of 
those spurious and unconstitutional govern- 
ments. I assume, furthermore, that the whole 
power and authority of the Government of the 


| United States to undertake that work resulted 


solely and exclusively from the provision of the 
Constitution that authorized the Government to 
suppress insurrection, and to enforce the execu- 
tion of the laws of the United States. There was 
not only the germ, but the whole of the power. 


| Every provision of the Constitution that creates 


and vests such a power to suppress insurrection, 


| and to enforce the execution of the lawsof the 


When they entered upon this work, | 


Who gave New York and the | 
other States that entered upon similar work 





sear and by all the departments of the | 








to conquer or subjugate States or the people of 
the States, but simply to suppress insurrection, 
and by force of arms, where arms have been 
intervened in resistance, to compel obedience 
to the authority of the United States and the 
execution of the laws, and to hold the people 
of the States that had attempted to revolt in 
the bonds of the Union. That is the whole of 
the power. When that power is executed it is 
in that form and to that extent exhausted. It 
is a power that does not continue after it is 
executed. It is a power that in its nature and 
essence is consummated and exhausted when 
the insurrection is suppressed and when obedi- 
ence to the authority and laws of the United 
States has been coerced, or they have been 
submitted to by the people in insurrection. 
Sir, there have been States of the Union a por- 
tion of whose people have risen in insurrection 
against their respective State governments. 
There have been cities in the Union where the 
people have risen in insurrection against their 
city and State governments. Such cases have 


| arisen repeatedlyin Baltimore. When those in- 


surrections in State or city were suppressed 
what was the result, what the consequences ? 
lhe power of suppression was exhausted by 


|| the suppression, and by the principle of post 
|| limine the government of the cities whose peo- 


ple were in revolt, and the government of the 
States whose people were in insurrection 
against the State governments, by their sup- 


| pression immediately, in virtue of the prin- 


| edged principle of law. 


ciple of post limine, assumed precisely the same 
condition that existed previous to the insurrec- 
tion. That isa plain and universally acknow!l- 
It has been applied 
by our own Government, by the courts of the 

nited States, even where a foreign enemy 
conquered a portion of the United States and 
held possession, that that conquest and pos 
session overthrew for the time in the conquered 
territory the government both of the State and 
the Union; but so soon as that enemy was 


| driven from that part of the State or withdrew 
| his forces, by the principle of post limine the 
' authority and laws of the State and of the 
| United States immediately, by their own force, 


| by the operation of the universal principle of 
; 


law, replaced both governments and their au- 
thorities precisely in the position, and things 
assumed precisely the same condition, in which 
they had existed before the conquest. 

If that principle applies in a case of war 
between nations and the conquest of a State or 
a part of a State by a foreign enemy it applies 


| with much more force in relation to a simple 


domestic trouble between a State and a part of 
her people, or between the Government of the 
United States and the people of a State or of 
several States. It is not technically the war 
power. Itgives no right of conquest; it gives 
no power of subjugation ; it gives none of the 
fruits of conquest; it is simply a great police 


| power, the whole reason and effect of which is 
' to restore internal order and tranquillity and to 


reinstate the due administration of the govern- 
ment and of the laws of the State or the United 
States, or both. 

Sir, these doctrines have been in the main 
substantially recognized by our Supreme Court, 
and I will read one or two short paragraphs 


from the decision of the court in the case of 


| at once to the State. 


Texas vs. White, rendered at the last term, in 
support of the main positions which I have 
assumed. Speaking of the secession of Texas, 
the court say: 


“*When, therefore, Texas became one of the United 
States she entered into an indissoluble relation. All 
the obligations of perpetual union and all theguaran- 
tees of republican government in the Union attached 
The act which consummated 
her admission into the Union was something more 
than a compact; it was the incorporation of @ new 
member into the political body: and it was final. 
The Union between Texas and the other States v as 
as complete, as perpetual, and as indisseluble as the 
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union between the original States. There was no place 
for reconsideration or revocation except through 
revolution or through consent of the States. 

* Considered, therefore, as transactions under the 
Constitution, the ordinance of secession adopted by 
the convention and ratified hy a majority of the 
citizens of Texas, and all the acts of her Legislature 
intended to give eflect to that ordinance, were ab- 
solutely null, They were utterly without operation 
in law. The onligations of the State, as a member 
of the Union, and of every citizen of the State, as a 
citizon of the United States, remained perfect and 
unimpaired, It certainly follows that the State did 
not cease to be aState, nor her citizens to be citizens 
ofthe Union. If thie were otherwise the Stato must 
have become foreign and her citizens foreigners. 
The war must haye ceased to be a war for the sup 


} 


| in bringing back the authority and Govern- 
| ment of the United States and of the State— 


pression of rebellion, and must have become a war | 


for conquest and subjugation.” 


And the position of the court denies in the | 


most positive and emphatic terms these absurd 
conclusions to whieh a different hypothesis 
would have led: 

** Ourconclusion, therefore, is that Texas continued 
to be a State, and a State of the Union, notwith- 
etanding the transactions to which we have referred.” 


In a previous part of this opinion the court 


attempts to define the various meanings of ‘a | 


State,’’ and gives the different senses in which 
that term is used in different connections. It 
says ‘‘a State’’ sometimes refers to the people 
of a particulat country per se; sometimes it 
refers to the country per se irrespective of the 


people ; sometimes it refers to the government | 


alone, irrespective of country or ee and 
sometimes it embraces the three ideas of coun- 
try, people, and government. I admit that in 
this general sense it is applicable to the States 


of the United Staves in the Union, and the | 
The court, however, at- | 
tempts a distinction, and says that this meaning | 
’ sometimes embodies the people | 


court so assumed. 


of ** States’ 
and the country without regard to the govern- 
ment, and even when the government may be 
suspended and not in operation. I concede 
the justice of that position also, and I concede 
that that was the condition of Texas and of 
Georgia in the midst of their conflict of resist- 
ance to the authority of the United States. 
| maintain with the court that having once come 
into the Union they are in the Union forever, 


and had to remain there until successful revolu- | 
tion or the consent of the States of the United | 


States carried them outof it. Ladmitthat their 
governments were suspended, but they were 
only suspended. They were no more extin- 
guished than if those States, respectively, had 
been conquered by the British armies in the 
war of 1812, 

Now, sir, suppose Ohio, Maryland, and Vir- 
ginia had been wholly subjugated by the British 
armies in the war of 1812, what principle of 
national law would apply? The deposition and 
exclusion of the previous and original Govern- 
ments and the taking possession of the country 
by the arms of a ioreign Government would 
have established throughout the territory tem- 
porarily the power and authority and laws of 
the foreign Government whose arms had sub- 
dued those States. What is the other principle 
of national law and of reason and of common 
sense? That so soon as those foreign armies 
were driven from the country, or by the fortunes 
of war or treaty those armies were withdrawn 
from the country, by the principle of post limine, 
without any congressional or State legislation 
whatever, immediately, by the vitality of our 
system of government the laws of the States 
and of the United States and their proper rela- 
tious toward each other would be immediately 
reinstated in the country that had been tempo- 
rarily conquered and from which the conquer- 
ing armies had been expelled or withdrawn. 





‘Sir, I maintain that that principle applies | 
with more force, more truth, more necessity, | 


and more propriety in relation to a domestic 
insurrection than to a foreign war. A. domes- 
tic insurrection—a rebellion you may term it— 
overthrows in the rebel country the previous 
State government and the Government of the 
United States. It suspends both. Both re- 
main inastateof suspension. But the moment 
the authority of the United States is success- 
fully asserted in putting down the rebellion and 





and it is the duty of the Government of the 
United States to fight for both those ends, the 


reinstatement of the State government as well || 
as of the Government of the United States—the || 


moment that is done permanently, and the 
hostile power, whether it is alien or domestic, 
is put down, yields, and there is no obstacle, 
no difficulty, in the way of the assertion of the 
power and jurisdiction of the General and the 


| State Government as a member of the United 


| States, and the laws of both are successfully | 


enforced and peaceably received, the previous 
condition of things is restored, and it requires no 
legislation, congressional or State, to perfect it. 

As I have said repeatedly on this floor, when 


| after the district of Penobscot, in Maine, was 





conquered and the English established a port 
of entry at Castine and introduced their own 


| laws, and in that way put down the jurisdic- 


tion and laws of the United States and of Mas- 
sachusetts, Maine then being a district of Mas- 
sachusetts, the expulsion of the enemy took 
place, no State and no Federal legislation was 
necessary to reinstate the previous and right- 
ful Governments. None was made, none at- 


| tempted ; but that learned and able jurist, Mr. 


Justice Story, solemnly pronounced that by the 


| principle of the law of nations termed post lim- 


ine the Government, private property, State 
government, municipal or city governments, 
and all rights political and personal that existed 
in the country previous to its subjagation by 


the hostile force were reinstated, and existed | 


precisely in the condition and to the extent that 
they had existed before, and so continued to 
exist as though there had been no interruption. 

This line of argument leads me to the con- 
clusion, about which I cannot doubt, that when 
this insurrection was put down the States were 
restored precisely as they existed in regard to 


their own State governments and the United | 


States Government and their relations with 
that Government previous to the revolt, or 
previous to the rebellion, if you term it so. 

We have hearda great deal said about ‘‘Amer- 
ican citizens of African descent.”’ 
we shall see looming up in the future American 
citizens of Asiatic descent. I sawa specimen, 
I think, in the Capitol to-day, very modestly 
aud fantastically dressed. 

It is said that the people of the Celestial 
empire number about four hundred and sixty 
millions, or a little over one third of the whole 
population of the earth. They,have an idol 
that they call Josh, and they have temples 
erected to Josh. They sit down before it to 
consult J oshas to the propriety and the promise 
of particular schemes of national or personal 
benefit. They go before his altar in the tem- 
ple, and they have peculiar sticks that they 
throw up in a peculiar way. If they fallina 
particular manner it is regarded as evidently 
auspicious and as favoring the enterprise which 
they propose to undertake. When sticks 
enough do not fall thus auspiciously the first 
time they throw them u 
and so on until they 
{Laughter.] Such has been the attempt of 
the Radical party of Congress to reconstruct 
the southern States. They have thrown up 
their sticks again and again. They have had 
three or four different laws and systems of re- 
construction. They have tested each one of 
them, and believing when the sticks first fell 
that they were auspicious they assumed such 
to be the fact temporarily, but it turned out in 
the course of things and events that it was not 
altogether right, and they commenced throwing 
up the sticks again. We have the last attempt 
in the billnow beforeus. My able friend from 
Indiana, [ Mr. Morton, ] aman of strength and 
power, of will and courage and intellect as well 
as attainments, is one of the high priests who 
are now engaged in throwing up the sticks. 
{ Laughter. | 

Let us see what they propose. The able Sen- 
ator from Illinois, the chairman of the Com- 


I suppose | 


again, and so on, | 
o fall auspiciously. | 
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mittee on the Judiciary, [Mr. Trumpy, J Wl 
4 ip 


: as : POSitior 
with so much ability ever since I have |, - ; 


member of the Senate, protests all the ; - 

that there is no greater friend of the Constity. 
tion than he, no greater friend of the principle 
that the powers of the Government must . 
divided and vested in three separate branches 
of magistracy, no greater devotee to the prin. 
ciple that the union of all of them in one body 


| of men is the very essense of despotism. (); 


no; there is no greater friend of these funda. 
mental principles of rational liberty than th. 
honorable Senator; but somehow or other hp 
does make out to present more ingenious, mie. 
chievous, and destructive projects for the os. 
tracism of all those fundamental principles of 
liberty and constitutional law than any man tha; 
I know of. I will read one or two of they 
Here is the first section of the commitiee’, 
amendment : : 


That the Governor of the State of Georgia he, ang 
he is hereby, authorized and directed forthwith |,y 
proclamation to summon all persons elected to the 
General Assembly of said State as appears by the 
proclamation of George G. Meade, the general egy). 
manding the military district including the State oj 
Georgia, dated June 25, 1868, to appear on some day 
certain,to be named in said proclamation, at Atlant, 
insaidState; andthereupon thesaid General Agsen,: 
bly of said State shall proceed to perfect its organi- 
zation, in conformity with the Constitution andlaws 
of the United States, according to the provisions of 
this act. 

If the honorable Senator from Illinois were 
here I would ask him to read to the Senate the 
provision of the Constitution, the authority 
that enables the Senate and Congress to pass 
any such measure; but as the honorable Sen. 
ator is not here I would ask one of the ablest of 
his lieutenants, although I believe he is noton 
the same committee, the honorable Senator 


| from Oregon, [Mr. WiLL1aMs, ] to do the same 


office. Sir, 1 am a neophyte in this thing 
called Radical legislation. I have been familiar 
with it-for six or eight years; but for my life 
I have not been able to learn any of its princi- 
ples or to understand them. I would invoke 
the honorable Senator from Oregon, who talks 
so glibly and eloquently and forcibly about the 
political powers of the Government, to tell us 
whence the authority is derived to pass the 
section which I have read. 

I have read the Constitution, and I have read 
it with as much care as I could, and I see that 


| it establishes one great and leading principle 


of dividing, not sovereignty, but the powers o! 
government, between the United States and the 
State governments, and that it adopts another 


| great and fundamental principle of dividigg the 


limited and delegated powers which the’Con- 
stitution confers upon the General Government 
into legislative, executive, and judicial; but | 


| have not been able to find that the Constitution 


at any time separates or organizes a class of 
powers called the political power of the Gov 
ernment. I ask the honorable Senator from 
Oregon to read that provision of the Constitu- 
tion which enumerates the political powers of 
the Government, and vests them in any de- 
partment or departments. All the powers o! 
our Government, whether legislative, execu: 
tive, or judicial, are political ; but each branch 
of powers is vested in the appropriate depart- 
ment. 

But the bill proceeds : 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That when the 
members so elected to said senate and house of re? 
resentatives shall be convened as aforesaid each ani 
every member and each and every person claiming 
to be elected as a member of said senate or house 
of representatives shall, in addition to taking the 
oath or oaths required by the constitution of (reor- 
gia, also take and subscribe and file in the office 0! 
the secretary of State of the State of Georgia one 0! 
the following oaths or affirmations. 

It then proceeds to give them in form and 
effect, and closes by declaring that each oath 
or affirmation when filed, &c., shall subject |! 
violated the person taking it to the pains and 
penalties of perjury. 

The bill further proceeds: 


And every person claiming to be so elected who 
shall refuse or decline or neglect or be unable to tune 
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said oaths or affirmations above provided shall | 

» admitted to a seat in said senate or house of | 
sontatives, ortoaparticipation in the proceed- 
-thereof, but shall be deemed ineligible to such 


| ask the able jurist from Oregon if this is | 
not an ex post facto law? Sir, the forfeiture | 

a man’s office is a penalty and a punishment, 
_) decided by the Supreme Court in the Mis- 
couri case two or three years ago, and it isa 
punishment more grievious than confinement 
yy deprivation of personal liberty or forfeiture 
of property. It isa penalty; it is a punish- 


ent; and it makes that a penal offense and || 


punishes it afterward which was not a crime 
when this Legislature was elected. 

Sir, in the exercise of more than imperial 
power the Congress of the United States pro- 
-eeded to reconstruct Georgia. It proclaimed 
the terms upon which Georgia should be recon- 
structed. It defined who should be the people 
of the State of Georgia, and all the power to 
be exercised by that people. The people of 
Georgia, in the sense in which that phrase is 
used by the Constitution, means the people 
of that State who are vested with political 
power; but Congress proceeded to declare 
that all the negroes should share political 
power. It proceeded to prescribe how the 
elections should take place,what should be the 
qualifications of the candidates for office, but it 
did not prescribe as one of the qualifications 
even the forms of oath or affirmation that are 
set forth in this section of the bill. 

Then the people of Georgia had the right to 
assume that every obligation imposed upon 
them by the authority and laws of Congress 
was expressed in the reconstruction act. Now 
it is proposed after that Legislature has con- 
vened and organized and proceeded to perform 
its official duties, and adjourned sine die, to 
prescribe an oath in two different forms, to be 
taken by the members of the Legislature when 
their pro-eonsul shall reassemble them, and to 
leclare that the effects, the penal consequences, 
ihe punishment resulting from inability or re- 
fusal or neglect to take these oaths shail be 
the forfeitare of office. Sir, I ask in the name 
of reason, of justice, and of statesmanship, 
where does the Congress of the United States 
derive its power to pass a bill containing such 
a provision? Some of those members of the 
Legislature many have removed from their | 
counties or the State ; others may have com- 
mitted offenses that forfeited their right to hold 
oflice; but without regard to any of those con- 
siderations this potential Governor is to call | 
them up all together and make them all take | 
the oath; and if they do not, all of them are | 
to forfeit their offices. 

But the bill proceeds : 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the per- 
sons elected as aforesaid, and entitled to compose 
such Legislature, and who shall comply with the pro- | 
visions of this act, by taking one of the oaths or 
ifirmations above preseribed, shall thereupon pro- 
ceed, in said senate and house of representatives to | 
whieh they have been elected, respectively, to reor- 
canize said senate and house of representatives, 


respectively, by the election of the proper officers of 
each house. 





Why, sir, these men had done that thing hbe- | 
fore. Who has the right to call upon the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the United 
States Congress to organize, and after they have 
organized who has the right to pass a law direct- 
ing some tool to reassemble them and command | 
ihem to reorganize again? I have been led to 
believe that it was a universal principle and 
truth of legislative bodies, not only that every 
legislative body, but that each legislative branch | 
of every legislative body had an unquestioned 
power to organize for itself according to its own | 
reasons and judgmentand will; that there was | 
no power on earth to command them to undo 
what they had done, and not only to command 
them to undo what they had done, but to do 
it again, and to do it again in the form pre- 
scribed by this arrogant, superior power. I | 
ask the honorable Senator from Oregon, is that | 
« legislative power that properly belongs to the 
Congress of the United States to revise and | 








nullify the organization of the two houses of 
the Legislature of Georgia? Is it a legislative 
power of Congress nov only to command that 
they shall reassemble, but when they do reas- 
semble that they shall consider their previous 
organization and everything that they have 
done in pursuance of it as void, and that they 
shall proceed to another organization upon the 
terms and conditions prescribed by Congress 
itself? 

Does not Congress propose in fact and effect to 
do this thing itself? When they order others to 
do it according to their will, according to their 
caprice, according to the form tlt they pre- 


| scribe, is it any more than doing it themselves ? 


| field. 


Why, then, all this cireumlocution ? 
substitution of any agency? Why this increased 
expenditure? Why does Congress direct this 
legislative body to be called together at all? 
Why does it intervene the mockery of any 
Legislature about it? 


Why this | 
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of the United States for any such purpose? 
Would that be within the pale of his power, 
of his discretion? He is sworn to preserve, 
rotect, and defend the Constitution of the 
Jnited States. Here is an ex post facto fea- 
ture in thislaw. It might be made much more 
heinous and atrocious and penal than it is. 
Suppose it was made entirely so ; the President 


| has avowed that he will proceed to execute the 


laws of Congress. I ask the constitutional 
lawyer from the Pacific slope, learned in the 
profession, strong in intellect, powerful in ren- 
son, this question: suppose the Congress of the 
United States should pass an explicitly ex pos? 
Sacto law, outrageously so ; the declaration of 
the wise and sapient man who sits at the other 
end of the avenue is, that he would execute it ; 


|| suppose you call upon him in the terms of this 
| section to intervene the armies and navies of 


Why does it not just | 


proceed and do the thing itself by its own | 


action, by itsown resolution? Sir, {donot like 
this circumlocution. 


the honorable Senator from Indiana. He is for 
doing openly and by explicit declaration the 
thing which other gentlemen wish to perform 
covertly. His tactics are much more moral and 
manly. Why does not the Congress of the 
United States follow his courage and his spirit, 


I believe in an open, fair | 
I believe in the position and tactics of | 


and instead of ordering this thing to be done | 
_by a reconvention of the Legislature of that 
| State and the wiping out of all it has done, and 


then doing according to the order of Congress, 
do the thing directly in its own way? If ithas 
the power to invent this agency it has the power 
to do it itself, and it would be more manly and 
more honest to do it directly and by itself than 


skulkingly to intervene under an irresponsible | 


agency. 

But, sir, section six of the bill provides: 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That it is hereby 
declared that the exclusion of any person or persons 
elected as aforesaid, and being otherwise qualified, 
from. participation in the proceedings of said senate 
or house of representatives, upon the ground of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude, would be 
illegal and revolutionary, and is hereby prohibited. 

Sir, is there anything more revolutionary 
than that provision? Where is your authority 
to pass such a provision and to impose it upon 
the Legislature of Georgia? Have you not all 
contended that it isthe unquestioned, the un- 
revised power and authority of every legisla- 
tive body to pass upon the elections, returns, 
and qualifications of its own members? If in 
the varying course of events some power should 
arise in this country at the head of armies to 
prescribe such a provision as this to the Senate 
of the United States, to sweep away its organ- 
ization and to organize it upon principles dic- 
tated by itself, would the honorable Senator 
from Oregon justify it? Would he submit to 
sucha power? How could he stand up and 
object to it and denounce it and resist it 
when he is ready to exercise it himself against 
the Legislature of Georgia. 

But the bill proceeds further : 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That upon the 


application of the Governor of Georgia the President 
of the United States shall employ such military or 
naval forces of the United States as may be neces- 
sary to enforce and execute the provisions of this 


act. 


Suppose when the Legislature are called 
together they will not reorganize, suppose they 
will not take these oaths, or suppose they were 


| to take the oaths and should not readmit the | 


negro representatives, as they ought not to do, 
what then? By all the rights of humanity, by 
all the claims of humanity, by every recollee- 
tion of freedom for which our fathers fought, 
they ought not to submit to any such terms. 
Suppose they did not, what would the honor- 
able Senator dothen, following the lead of his 
President, with the armies and the navies of 
the United States? Would he march a hanger- 
on to the camp to see such an order as that 
executed? Would it be right for the Presi- 
dent to interpose the military and naval power 


the United States to enforce it, would it be his 
duty to enforce it? Would he not commit ofli- 
cial tyranny? Would he not violate the oath 
which he has so solemnly taken to protect, 
defend, and preserve the Constitution of the 
United States, if he was to attempt to enforce 
that law? He would. The law would be a 
violation of the Constitution. It would be an 
outrage upon American liberty; such an out- 
rage that every man whose rights were threat 

ened by it would be justified by all the laws of 
the land and of humanity in resisting it to the 
utmost of his power; and if the President were 
to execute it he would be guilty of a high crime, 


| for which, if the laws were, as they ought to be, 


faithfully executed, he would be brought to 
condign punishment. 

But the bill proceeds further : 

Sec. 8. And he it further enacted, That the Legisia 


| ture of Georgia shall be regarded as provisional only 


| [Laughter. ] 


until the further action of Congress. 


I believe that is the end of this stick. 
I expect the honorable Senator 
from Oregon, instead of acting and continuing 
to act as the priest, will begin to think after a 
while that he.is the Josh. I reckon he wili 
make a pretty good Josh. At any rate, he is 
very willing, and I have no doubt exceedingly 
dexterous and expertiy throwing up the sticks. 
He has had a good Yeal of experience and 
practice in that duty since he has been in the 
Senate, and I| think he is one of the most skil! 
ful adepts that I am acquainted with. I honor 
the honorable Senator's intellect, his endow 
ments, the acquisition of his learning, and his 
studies, his attainments in the science of the 
law. The best defenders of law and order 
and liberty that have ever lived in this world 
have been the lawyers until they become par- 
tisan politicians, and then they are like fair 
women, withoutdiscretion. Instead of strength- 
ening the cause of human freedom, of enlight- 
ened and manly freedom, they become its most 
insidious and dangerous opponents. 

Mr. President, 1 have said that I admire the 
direct and manly course of the able and frank 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Morton.} He goes 
straightforward to his work with a somewhat 
rugged but strong hand, and witha strong head, 
too. He preposes to declare by his amend- 
ment— 

That the Legislature shall be provisional only, ant 
until after it-has ratified the fourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments to the Constitution of the UnitedStates, 
and Senators and Representatives in Congress from 
the State of Georgia have been admitted to theirseats. 

The honorable Senator from Indiana does 
not profess that thisisa free act that is tendered 
to the Legislature of that State. He does not 
pretend that it holds out any freedom of action 
tothem. The honorable Senators from Wis 
consin and Vermont say it is too plain and 
explicit, though in its verbiage, upon its face, 
that it means no more, and would be no more 
effective, than the provision in the amendment 
which was reported by the Committee on the 
Judiciary. If it is just as constraining, Just as 
coercing, just as compelling, why the mockery 
of disputing about the phrase in which 1t shal! 
be couched? The other gentlemen concede 
that it would have the effect of coercion, and 
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might furnish that ground to a judicial tribunal. 
it might establish the ground of duress; but at 
the same time they concede that theirs would 
be in fact and in effect such a matter of duress 
as this. There is no substantial difference 
between them. Whatever an enlightened and 
impartial court would adjudge in relation to one 
it would in relation to the other; and yet gen- 
tlemen call the proposition of the Senator from 
Indiana a free choice offered to the Legislature 
of Georgia. As I said before the recess, it is 
the choice which the highwayman offers to the 
traveler on the highway when he presents his 
six-shooter to his bosom and says, ‘‘ Your 
money or your life.’’ 

That is about the freedom which is offered to 
Georgia. Georgia, by the principles of our 
Constitution, by the history and the traditions 
of the American Union, by all the laws and 
principles of liberty within the United States, 
is entitled to self-government. Her people 
are authorized to make their own constitution. 
If you will amend the Federal Constitution 
they are authorized to take an equal part in 
that work with you. You have no right to 
exclude the States, or any of them. If you do, 
you are guilty of an offense against the import- 
ant and solemn business of amending the 
Constitution, and it would vitiate your work, 
and before any enlightened and independent 
court would subject it to condemnation. If you 
assume that they are not fit to take part in this 
great business of altering the Constitution you 
must then refrain from offering it until they 
become fit and qualified; and if they never 
become fit and qualified in your judgment, all 
you have to do is not to begin this business of 
altering the Constitution atall. Itis youthat do 
it. This work is notforced upon you. The peo- 
pleofthe country donotrequireit. Theliberties 
of the people do not require it. The perpe- 
tuity of our institutions does not require it. It 
is only the good of the Radical party and to 
increase their prospects of continuing in power 
that it is necessary to do this work. 


Sir, I maintain that every State in the Union || 


has a right to be represented in both Houses 
of Congress before a pyoposition to amend the 
Constitution can be legitimately and constitu- 
tionally made by Congress. You are the judge 
whether the people of these States, or any of 
them, are in a fit condition to take part in that 
work or not. You may decide the question 
as you please. It is within your power—a 
power that none can control. 


to take part in this work by refusing to enter 
upon itat all. 
have the perfect constitutiona 
or against your proposition of amendment; and 


tyranny can deprive them of that right. 
Well, Mr. President, those people if they 


choose may refuse to appear in Congress and | 
They must have the | 


take part in the work. 
option, the freedom to do so, and if they will 
not do so in willfulness and perversion it is 
their own sin and their own fault; but after 
amendments have been proposed they are to 
be ratified by the Legislatures or conventions 
of three fourths of the States. Every State in 
the Union by its convention or by its Legisla- 
ture has a right to vote upon each proposition 
ofamendment. No power onearth can legiti- 
mately deprive them of that right. It is a 
sacred right to freemen, odious to usurpers and 
tyrants only, of the exercise of which only they 
may be afraid. If they are not competent and 
fit to take part you can exclude their taking 
part by making a submission of no proposition 
until they are prepared. 


You are revolutionists and usurpers if you | 
a 
| 
|| bersof the State Legislatures. All these organs 
'| exist and continue and operate to receive good 
|| men to continue the administration of govern- 


proceed on a different theory. I mean per- 
sonally no disrespect to any of you. Iam an 
ardent man. An ardent and an honest man 
will express his opinions freely, bravely, fear- 
lessly. I need not proclaim that I am an ardent 





nature, my organization, my gift from Deity, || 
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| 


if I may claim it, to express my opinions with | 


freedom and independence, and as long as the 
last flickering of life remains here Ishall exer- 
cise that right. 

Here are eleven States whose people com- 
mitted treason, who were not entitled, as you 
say, to representation in the two Houses of 
Congress. You had the right to suppress their 
rebellion by arms, and they had the right to 
come in and submit voluntarily without military 
coercion. Whenever the insurrection was put 
down in either one mode or the other those peo- 
ple become entitled to every right of every other 
State in the government of the United States 
and under the Constitution, and you had no 
more right to exclude them than to exclude 
Massachusetts or Ohio or the great Republican 
States of Vermont and Iowa and Illinois. You 
had no more right to prescribe conditions upon 
the rehabilitation of the State governments by 
the rebel people of those States than you had 
to impose them upon any of the other States 
ofthe Union. The Constitution prescribes no 
variant fundamental law for different States, 


even though some of the States may have been 


in a state of rebellion and insurrection against 


| the authority of the United States. 





If you think | 
they are unfit, say so, and deny them a right | 





_ While that state of insurrection exists all || 
| their rights are suspended ; they may be treated 
| as enemies in hostility, but there are no rights 


of conquest or subjugation over them. ‘The 


| only power is to subdue them in insurrection 


and reduce them to obedience to the law. 


| Their right to govern themselves whenever you 
{| 


reach the end of the rebellion by either mode 
becomes the same and as universal under this 
Government as the rights of the other States. 
You may punish individuals who have been 
guilty of violations of law, and that is all you 
can do. The penal action of the Government 
of the United States does not act upon States. 

I will illustrate it in this way; suppose 


| Andrew Johnson had been guilty of treason, | 
| and he had entered into a conspiracy to over- 
throw the Government of the United States | 


while he was President ; that would have for- 
feited his right to the office; he might have 


been hung; but the office would have endured | 
| as & partof ourmachinery and system of mixed 
| government of the United States and of States. 


The guilty incumbent would have been removed 
from it, but the office would have remained 
firm to receive an honest and patriotic incum- 
bent. So of the members of the Supreme 
Court ; so of the members of the two Houses of 


| Congress, and all the other functionaries of the 
If you enter _ itat all, they || 
right to vote for || 


Government. The idea that because incum- 
bents in office, State or Federal, commit crime 


'| and treason, those offices, to use the language 
no power but that of usurpation and lawless || 


of the great sophist from Massachusetts, would 


be abdicated and forfeited, is nothing but an | 
| absurdity. 


There is no forfeiture of office ; 
there is no abdication of office, either of State 
or of the United States. No laws can be pre- 
scribed except by the Legislatures; no mem- 
bers of the Senate can be chosen except by the 
States, and each State has the right by the ex- 
pron FEO of the Constitution to be repre- 
sented by two Senators in the Senate, and a 
party, a politician, a factionist, a sophist, a 
statesman who assumesthe ground that because 
incumbents of these different offices commit 
the same crimes that the southern rebels did 
these necessary os of the machinery of our 
complicated and blended system of govern- 
ment were abolished, forfeited, and had to be 
reformed, reorganized, reconstructed, violates 
all logic and human reason as well as_states- 
manship. 

Crime operates only upon the incumbent 
personally, singly; notupon the State, not upon 
the Presidency or the courts of the United 
States, or the State governments, or the mem- 


man; and as to being an honest man I have || ment and the preservation of our institutions. 
no word to say; but it is my purpose, my || There was no greater or more dangerous heresy 


| of States they please from representation 


| lawful and constitutional tribunal the re 


| 








/ent age of vigorous youth. 


| amend the Constitution. 


| so suddenly. Itserved our turn and our of 
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ever propounded by bold and ingeni 
audacious men than that a part of ion 


of the United States may exclude Ny number 


, in the 
cling as a 


: Main- 
ing members may propose amendments to t),, 


two Houses of Congress, and that a 


| Constitution. 


No, Mr. President, there is but one 
It is to have 
State of the Union represented in both H 
of Congress, or with perfect liberty to be ther 
represented ; itisto submitall proposed amend. 
ments to Legislatures or conventions of all thp 
States. You cannot amend the Constitution in 
a time of rebellion, revolution, and war, ‘)},, 
amendment of the Constitution is the work of 
peace, lll the deliberations, all the wisdom, 


Way to 
every 
OUges 


_ all the philanthropy and justice of peace are ;( 


reign without obstruction when that great work 
of amending the Constitution is entered upon 
If men want to amend the Constitution they 
must await until the return of that condition. 
There is no necessity to change it or to alter i; 
nce 
and our purposes from our infancy to our pres: 
I admit that it 


| might be that the people of some of these States, 

















were not in a fit condition at the close of thp 
war, were then in the temper and spirit ani 
with the purposes and opinions and principles 
that would enable them to take part in alter. 
ing the Constitution. Such would have beep, 
in my judgment, my own vote if a proposition 


| had then been made to amend the Constitution 


by proposed amendments. If Congress had 
proposed to submit amendments to the States, 
or to call a convention for that purpose at that 
time, in the temper of the southern people | 


|| would have voted against both, as I did against 


all proposed amendments. That is the remedy, 
that is the safety, that is the only safety of the 
amendment and alteration of the fundamental 
law. 

I beg pardon for having detained the Senate 
so long. I have only sought to express my 
views on the general principles involved in 
this bill. 

Mr. NORTON. Mr. President, after having 
heard for some four years the discussion of the 
questions involved in this bill, and discussions 
of questions similar to those that have been 
discussed to-day, I should consider myself in- 


|| excusable if I were to detain the Senate long 


upon this occasion. 

Almost all the questions that have been dis: 
cussed to-day and yesterday while this bill and 
the amendment have been pending are familiar 
to myself and familiar to the Senate, and! 
know how useless and how idle it would be to 
attempt to check the Senate in its action upon 
this measure; but there are two or three things 
that have transpired which seem to me worthy 
of notice, not that other matters which have 
been spoken to are light or trivial. 

Yesterday the discussion seemed to take a 
sort of drift on the other side toward an attemp! 
to justify under the Constitution, or in some 
other way, the enactment of this bill. ‘The Sen: 


| ator from Oregon [Mr. Witiiams] found bis 


justification for the passage of this bill in the 
fact that the people of Georgia had not been 
true to the pledges or the representations they 


had made to Congress, and from that we all 


Le- 


inferred that they had not done what the li 
publican party had a right to expect they would 
do. The Senator from Vermont [Mr. Ev 
MUNDS ] found his justification for voting for this 
bill in the fact that it was consistent with the 
reconstruction laws heretofore passed, and he 
gave us a long history, a detailed statement o! 
what those laws were. The Senator from Mich- 
igan [Mr. Howarp] found a justification for his 
vote in favor of the bill in the fact that the 
people of Georgia were not loyal, and he said 
that we should teach this people that they should 
be true, as he understood it, to the Goverm 
ment. But the Senator from Indiana [Mr. 
Morton] has given the true reason why the 
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majority here should pass this bill if it is to be 
‘assed, and of course I suppose it is to be, and 
that is that it is necessary to insure the adop- 
‘on of the fifteenth amendment. 

The Senator from Wisconsin and the Senator 
from New York who addressed us this after- 
noon, While they do not see the same neces- 
ity that the Senator from Indiana does for 
putting this amendment upon the bill, are yet 
willing to agree with the Senator from Indiana 
that their purpose and their intent are the same 
with him, and that this whole bill is intended 
to secure the adoption of the fifteenth amend- 
ment; ‘‘for,”’ saysthe Senator from Wisconsin, 
never so long as I hold a seat in this body 
will | admit a Senator from the State of Geor- 
gia till she adopts the fifteenth amendment.”’ 
The Senator from New York said nearly the 
came. The Senator from Vermont yesterday 
when I asked him what would become of the 
ratification of Georgia if under his proposition 
Congress should still not admit Georgia to rep- 
resentation declined to answer. Who questions 
but that if Georgia should ratify the amend- 
ment under the bill proposed by the commit- 
tee and still the Representatives and Senators 
of the State should not be admitted under the 


t 


| gard to the southern States. 


that was elected a year or two years before 
and require them to ratify this fifteenth amend- 
ment, else their Senators shall not hold their 
seats in this body. 

But, Mr. President, I am not citing this for 
the purpose of showing the inconsistency of 
these reconstruction measures, nor to show the 
inconsistency of Congress in its action in re- 
I am only citing 
it to establish the fact that by all the political 


| departments of the Gevernment, executive and | 
| legislative, Georgia has been recognized as a 
State of the Union—recognized to the extent | 


that she can participate in amending, chang- 


| ing, and modifying the fundamental law, the 


supreme law of the land. When she can do 


| that, when she is enough of a State of this 


| people are but ver 


general discretion of Congress, yet the vote of || 


Georgia would be counted as a ratification? 
So that from what has been said thus far in the 


| has 


discussion of this bill I take it that the whole || 
object and purpose of the bill are nothing more | 
and nothing less than to secure the adoption | 
of the fifteenth amendment, and I think I am 


not wrong in assuming that as established by 
this discussion. 


Union to do that, by what right, by what an- 


thority, by what power, and wherein do you | 


find your justification for reconstructing and 
reorganizing Georgia? 

I care nothing so far as this bill or the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Indiana is concerned 
about Georgia. It is not Georgia alone that is 
interested. Georgia is but a very small por- 
tion of the territory of this country, and its 

} insignificant in numbers 
compared with the whole population. It is 
the principle that after the State of Georgia 

Set recognized and readmitted, if you 
please, into this Union so far as to act upon a 
constitutional amendment Congress can no 
more reconstruct and reorganize her than it 
can reconstruct or reorganize any other State. 
If you can thus reconstruct and reorganize 


| Georgia, why may you not reconstruct and re- 


Now, what I shall have to say is chiefly in || 


regard to the pending amendment; but before 
I come to that I will say a word or two in 
regard to the provisions of the billitself. And 
what I shall say on that is suggested by what 


was said this afternoon by the Senator from | 
Connecticut [Mr. Ferry] and the Senator | 


from New York, [Mr. Conxuine.] The Sen- 


|| construct it ? 


ator from Connecticut was apprehensive that || 


if in the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Indiana the requirement of a ratification 
of the fourteenth amendment of the Constitu- 
tion was retained there might be a question 
as to the validity of the ratification of that 
amendment, and whether it was now a part of 
the Constitution. 


ord, that on the 25th day of June, 1868, the | 


Congress of the United States passed an act 
reciting that whereas among other States the 
State of Georgia had adopted the fourteenth 
amendment, and had conformed to the recon- 
struction laws, she was entitled to representa- 
tion in Congress, and upon the passage of that 
act Representatives were admitted in the other 
House. Senators were not admitted here 
because of the objection, perhaps my friend 
from Missouri [Mr. Drake] would say, that 
he made to their admission. On the 28th of 
June, 1868, the Secretary of State, in pursu- 
ance of this act of Congress, issued his proc- 
lamation declaring the fourteenth amendment 
ratified. 

I call the attention of the Senate and the 
country to this point, that if Georgia on the 
25th day of June last was a State in this Union 
to ratify an amendment to the Constitution, it 
is to-day a State inthis Union. If onthe 25th 
day of June last the Congress of the United 
States declared by solqmn enactment that 
Georgia was a State in this Union sufficient to 
ratify an amendment to the Constitution, 
Georgia is to-day a State in this Union; and by 
what power, what right, what authority do you 
sit here to-night legislating for the purpose of 
perfecting the reconstruction of the State of 
Georgia? It does not lie in the mouth of Con- 
gress to say that Georgia is not now a State in 
this Union just as much as the State of Ohio, 
or Indiana, or any other State. You might 
just as well say that because the State of Ohio 
rejected the fifteenth amendment last winter 
by its Legislature that State needs reconstruct- 
ing, and you will call together the Legislature 





I find, on looking at the rec- || 


organize any other State in the Union? Ifthis 
measure may be justified because of the con- 
dition of affairs in Georgia, because of the 
disturbed state of society there, because of the 
lawlessness and disorder there, why may you 
not take the State of Minnesota and because 
of its lawlessness and its social disorder re- 
The Senator from Oregon says 
he believes that when the people of Georgia 


showed themselves so wanting in all the pro- | 


prieties of political and civil life—I do not 
quote his words, of course, but the idea—when 
society was so disorganized that person and 
property were not safe, the General Govern- 
ment ought to stretch out its arm and restore 
order. Sir, I have seen the time in the State 
of Minnesota when lawlessness and disorder 
prevailed there to a greater extent than I be- 
lieve they now exist in Georgia, and yet no 
one came to Congress and asked them to reach 
out their arms to repress it; and if they had 
they would have been laughed at. 

So much, sir, for the general provisions of 
the bill and its general effect and tenor. 

I admit that in consistency and to follow out 
and carry out to its legitimate results the re- 
construction policy of Congress, as it is called, 
this bill is legitimate ; but 1 agree with the Sen- 
ator from Vermont that you do not in this bill 
go far enough to preserve to the fullest extent 
your consistency. You go upon the idea that 
the Constitution of the United States and its 
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guarantees for the protection of life and liber- | 


ty, person and property, are not operative in 
certain States, and that you may by force of 
enactments of Congress establish there mili- 
tary or any other governments you please. Now, 
I say that in pursuance of the theory I would 
go with the Senator from Vermont, and I 
would depose your Governor Bullock ; I would 
depose your Legislature and your judges and 
your courts, and I would make it a military 
despotism in truth and in fact. That is the 
legitimate and the consistent result or course 
of your reconstruction measures. The times, 
perhaps, may not justify or warrant it. 


That | 


is not for me to consider. Butwhen gentlemen | 


talk about consistency, and reproach each other 


about the theories of these reconstruction acts | 
and the desire to be consistent with them, I | 


suggest to them that they should go the full 
length, because if the theory and the idea upon 
which you started out was atrue and a sound one 
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you may go with the utmost propriety to the 
extent of deposing all civil authority in Geor- 
gia and establishing there your military courts 
and your military tribunals. 

So much for the provisions of the bill itself. 

I do not care to go into the details of it, 
because I know it would be idle to discuss 
them; aud the mere matter of criticising the 
consistency of the different acts of Congress 
and the consistency of individual Senators has 
but little weight, because in the progress of 
the civilization of the age, as my friend from 
Indiana would say, we have got to that point 
that we are ‘‘ educated up’’ toa higher slbne. 

But I desire to call attention for a moment 
to this particular amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Indiana. The amendment pro- 
posed by him is to strike out the eighth sec- 
tion and to insert: 

That the Legislature shall be provisional only, 
and until after it has ratified the fourteenth and 
fifteenth amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, and Senators and Representatives 
in Congress from the State of Georgia have been 
admitted to their seats. 

I shall not detain the Senate for a single 
moment to discuss or to say anything about 
this subject of amending the Constitution, 
amending the fundamental law. The States 
throughout the Union generally in their con- 
stitutions adopted a provision analogous to the 
provision of the Constitution of the United 
States, declaring that when three fourths of the 
States should ratify an amendment it should 
become a part of the Constitution. But in 
later years, in the heat of party strife and party 
contests, amendments were allowed to be made 
more frequently, and the newer States, the 
more western States, now provide that amend 
ments shall be made after being twice sub- 
mitted to the people by two successive Legis- 
latures, some of them requiring two votes of 
the people and some only one; all showing that 
the tendency of the time is to change the fund 
amental law easily and frequently, as this or 
that party may be in power in the legislative 
branch of the Government. Butif this amend- 
ment of the Senator from Indiana should be 
adopted by the Senate the country and the 
world will see that by force, by compulsion, 
the fundamental law, the Constitution of the 
United States, the supreme law of a constitu- 
tional government may be changed. I say 
this will bea precedent. We have had instances 
enough during the course of this discussion as 
to whata precedent amountsto. Senators are 
trying to conform themselves to the reconstruc- 
tion acts, or the acts that have preceded this 
one, for the purpose of preserving consistency, 
and they plant themselves on a precedent. 
Why, sir, at the last session, as I said then, and 
I say it again, the Senator from Oregon actually 
taunted the Senator from Indiana with want of 
consistency, because he had voted for these 
recorstruction measures in that he insisted 
that the Constitution operated in the southern 
States, and if it did how could the Senator from 
Indiana be consistent in that vote? 

How, then, may this be taken as a precedent? 
Let us see. We have now the Territories of 
Wyoming, Idaho, Montana, Arizona, Wash- 
ington, Utah—six: I do not know how many 
more we may have. Suppose, if you please, 
that the fifteenth amendment during this ses- 
sion of Congress should be found to have failed 
for the want of the ratification of two States; 
you then may just as well say to Idaho and 
Montana, who want to be admitted now, and 
to Colorado, that has been knocking at the 
doors of your Chamber for three years past, 
‘If you will ratify this fifteenth amendment 
we will admit you asa State into the Union, 
and your Senators and Representatives may 
have their seats and their places in the respect- 
ive Halls of Congress;’’ but to make sure of 
it you will submit it to them before they are 
admitted. You would then have the spectacle 
of an amendment to the Constitution presented 
to the Legislature of the Territory of Colorado, 
and the Legislature of the Territory of Wyom- 
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ing, which has just adopted female suffrage, || 


I believe—that would commend her perhaps— 
and to the Legislature of Idaho and these other 
Territories. Admitting that Georgia is out of 
the Union, that she is not a State, that she is 


a Territory, you might just as well say to Wy- || 
oming and Idaho and Utah and Colorado, ‘If | 


your Legislature will ratify this fifteenth amend- 
ment we will admityou,’’ and thus you get your 
ratification in advance. By what? By the 
Legislature of a Territory, when the Constitu- 
tion says that amendments to the Constitution 
shall be submitted to the Legislatures of States. 

But, Mr, President, I have another objection 
to the amendment of the Senator from Indiana, 
and it is an objection not only to that amend- 
ment but to the whole bill, from what has been 
developed in the course of this discussion. The 
Constitution provides that— 

* The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses 
shall deem it necessary, shall propose amendments 
to this Constitution, or, on the application of the 
Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall 
call » convention for proposing amendments, which, 
in either case, shall be valid to all intents and pur- 
poses as part of this Constitution when ratified by 
the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, 
or by conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one 
or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by 
the Congress.”’ 


Under this provision of the Constitution the 


duty, the discretion of Congress is to propose |! 


amendments of the Constitution to the States ; 
and when Congress, in the exercise of that 
sound discretion which the framers of the Con- 
stitution presumed it would exercise, submits 
an amendment, the duty, the action of Congress 
isatanend. So farasamendments to the Con- 
stitution are concerned, Congress performs its 
whole and entire duty to the country and to the 
people when it submits what in its discretion it 
deems to be proper and legitimate amendments 
to the Constitution. 

If Congress in the exercise of that discretion 
proposes to amend the Constitution in regard 
to any other subject—I do not speak of suffrage 
particularly, because it is a matter of the merest 
insigaificauce in connection with the point that 
i am now urging—its duty ceases with the 
proposition; not only its duty, but its right, 


its power, certainly so far as all questions of | 


propriety are concerned, is at an end. The 
Constitution does not enjoin upon Congress that 
when it proposes an amendment it shall legis- 
late so as to secure itsadoption. The Constitu- 
tion does not enjoin upon Congress that when 
an amendment is proposed it shall so shape its 
legislation that States in the Union, or out of 
it, or about to come into it shall ratify or 
approve that amendment. The duty, ay, sir, 
the decency, the propriety of the action of 
Congress is at an end when an amendment is 
submitted, 

But now, sir, what is proposed by this amend- 
ment to this bill? The reconstruction measures 
for nearly two years past have been for the pur- 
pose of carrying into force and effect the sub- 
missions that Congress has made in regard to 


amendments of the Constitution, and this bill | 


now is not only mere legislation conducive to 
facilitate, to induce, but it is legislation to com- 
pel the ratification by the States of an amend- 
ment to the Constitution that Congress has 
proposed. I submit in all candor to the sense 
of propriety and to the dignity of this body, is 
it not Boing 


or intended by the provision of the Constitu- 


tion when you legislate to bring about the | 


adoption of theamendments to the Constitution 
that you submit to States ? 


You might take an amendment upon any || 


other subject. Suppose the majority in Con- 
gress should think anything else necessary to 
promote the general welfare, to restore order, 
to protect the lives of persons and the rights of 
property in the States, and should submit an 


amendment in relation to it, and because they | 
had submitted it for the purpose of verifying | 
and confirming their diseretion in the submis- | 
sion of it, they should legislate to bring about || 


the adoption of the amendment. You might 


far beyond what was ever meant | 


just as well say, and there would be just pre- 
| cisely as much propriety in it, that the Legisla- 
| ture of Indiana could submit to the peeple of 
Indianaan amendment tothe constitution ofthat 
State, and then that that same Legislature could 
turn around and so shape its legislation, operat- 


beneficially upon others, as to secure the adop- 
tion of that amendment. Why, sir, railroad 
corporations in the western States are said to 
have great influence with Legislatures, hnd they 
have ; and the political majority in a Legisla- 
ture might propose an amendment to the Con- 
stitution, and for the purpose of securing its 
| ratification in any one of those western States 
might enlist the aid of all those great corpora- 
tions in securing its adoption. Ido not say 
that such a course would be without warrant 
| of authority or power. They might do it 
because they had the numbers and the power ; 
but I put it as a question of propriety, as a 
question of decency, as a question of regard for 
the fundamental law of the land. 

This, Mr. President, is the objection that I 
have to this amendment. I care nothing for 
| Georgia or the people of Georgia so far as this 
| principle is concerned. Ido object to the Con- 








an amendment to the Constitution. I know the 
|| Senator from Oregon says that there is in the 
Constitution a provision that three fourths of 
the States adopting an amendment enforce it 
| upon the other fourth; but, sir, that is in the 
bond, and when they come in they agree to 
that. It is so ‘‘ nominated in the bond ;’’ but 
| now you propose to shut out or keep out States 
—in this instance you shut out—until they com- 
ply with your terms, else they cannot come in. 
Mr. President, this is all I care to say on this 
subject, especially in reference to the effect of 
the pending amendment and the power of Con- 
gress to pass a measure calculated, proposed 
for the purpose of enforcing, and which in its 
effect necessarily enforces an amendment to 
the Constitution. What a spectacle to present 
to the nations of the world that in this Gov- 
ernment, claiming to be the freest on earth, 
deriving all its just powers from the consent 
| of the governed, limited, restrained, and re- 
_ stricted in all its departments by a written law, 
| the fundamental and supreme law shall be per- 
mitted to be changed without the consent of 

| the people and by the action of one of the de- 
partments of the Government; nay, sir, not 
only that, but this fundamental supreme law 
that underlies and overrides all the others, 
and to which the people themselves must give 
obedience because the Constitution is a re- 
straint upon the people as well as upon their 


| by force by inducements held out to particular 
| sections or particular localities and the people 
of particular States. Js not that a singular 


world? 
Mr. President, when I came here some four 


as I could and in an humble way, a part at 
least in restoring our Government to its ancient 
ways. ‘This great temple of liberty, which had 
for eighty years withstood political strife and 
political commotion, and was still a monument 
to the Governments of the world, a beacon 
light, was shattered ; its arches were broken ; 
its columns had crumbled; its walls were 
wasted, but the foundation was there upon 
which to build. The Constitution then had 
remained untouched. There stoed every stone 
in its place; and though the walls were wasted, 
the corners crumbling, the columns broken, 
and the arches giving way, I thought upon that 
foundation we might rebuild the old temple. 
But within the last four years I have seen stone 
after stone taken out of that foundation; and 
now we are at the very corner-stone, and when 
that is gone tell me upon what shall we rebuild ? 
Sir, I do not know what others may think, but 
| I believe you are building upon the sand ; and 





gress of the United States attempting by its | 
legislation to secure or enforce the adoption of | 


servants, may be changed by force, or if not ' 


spectacle for us to present to the nations of the | 


years ago it was my ambition to bear, in so far | 
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ing prejudicially upon certain localities and | 


al 














| foundation all go out from under the te 
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when the storm comes, and the rain falls and 
the winds beats against this superstructure thes 
you are erecting, you will find that it is y = 
the sand and it will fall, and your wo — 
for nothing. 

Mr. NYK. Mr. President, I am UnWilling 
to prolong this debate; but I see that the nie 
has got to be occupied in some way, and | “4 
pose to take a little hand in this matter myse| 
| Laughter. ] o 

The honorable Senator who has just takey, 
his seat has given his experience here of the 
last four years. He says he has seen th. 


tk will be 


le 
so that he thinks there are not aufficient ron’ 
nants upon which to rebuild it. I can beg: 
testimony that the honorable Senator hag yo; 
progressed at all in the science of buildine 
since I have had the honor of a seat here, {, 
he has made us the same speech to-night tha: 
he has made in opposition to all the reeoy 
struction measures as they have been proposed : 
and through all this day we have listened t, 
speeches on the Democratic side of the Senate 
that we have listened to here, over and over 
again, for the last four years. 

Mr. STEWART. I should like to correc: 
my colleague inthatrespect. Wehave not heard 
any abuse of the negro to-night. [ Laughter. } 
it is a most remarkable omission. 

Mr. NYE. I was about to allude to that. 
If my honorable colleague will let me alone | 
will try not to forget it. I say, sir, for the las; 
four years upon every proposition to recon. 
struct these States we have heard these same 
arguments. If the foundation of the Constitu. 
tion were not of a harder material than stone 
it would have been long since worn and whetted 
out by the Democratic rubbing upon it that it 
has had. 

One fact is undeniable; from the day that 
Congress entered upon the work of reconstruc: 
tion to the present time there never has been 
a Democratic vote or a Conservative vote, so 
called, cast in favor of one of these measures. 
Their opposition has been consistent and per- 
sistent, and persistent to a degree that has taxed 
at least the patience of those who have been 
compelled to sit and endure it. If any person 
had wanted light on this subject he could have 
consulted the Globe upon any measure in rela- 
tion to the subject of reconstruction, and he 
would have found substantially the same argu- 
guments, the same apprehensions for the last 
stone of the Constitution, the same wail, and 
from the same persons. I confess that I am 
tired of it. 

The gallant Senator from Delaware, [ Mr. 
Savu.sBury, | who opened this debate this morn- 
ing, seemed to have awakened from a deep 
dream, and to have slept sounder than Rip 
Van Winkle did for twenty years, for he woke 
up to what Georgia was in 1776. He did not 
get down at all to the time when Georgia in 
her madness flew from her orbit and not only 
disintegrated herself, but aided in disintegrat- 
ing eight or nine States more. Upon that 
point he stepped very gingerly indeed. 

Sir, why is this measure necessary? Why is 
it proposed? Whose fault is it that we are 


| obliged to pass such measures? It is Ceor- 


gia’s own fault. The forbearance of this nation 
has given her ‘‘ line upon line and precept upon 
precept, herea little and there a little,’’ and she 
has rejected disdainfully every proposition tha! 
has been made. She has had the privilege 0! 
showing herself in her magnanimity by aiding 
herself in getting back into harmonious union 
with these States. But, sir, what is the fact’ 
I assert here—and no Democrat can deny it— 
that since the provisional government of Geor- 
gia has existed, and since that Legislature 
convened, history nowhere records a series 0! 
such startling outrages and wrongs as are 
recorded in the history of Georgia. The torch 
has done its work with Union men. lected 
members of.the Legislature, whose hearts 
swelled with love for this Union, have been 
cruelly murdered and massacred. ‘The wail 
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a : 
¢+he murder of the defenseless black, in whose | 
that vart beat higher and nobler aspirations for 
pon 1e po rpetuity of this country than in the heart 
ll be “¢ the inteligent enlightened wkite, has been 
to us upon the winds from the South | 


is about to enlighten us upon the doctrines of 
the Constitution and reconstruction. Why, sir, 
we have been constitutioned here ever since 
the rebellion closed, and I beg my friend to let 
us vote. He will have time to write his views 


from Minnesota can shake his hand and throw 
his head back when he talks of liberty, but the 
plains of Minnesota have echoed back the ring 
of his eloquence upon that topic, and the party 2 
that nursed him and brought him into this body 


and 


rne 
orne 


lling ‘ory night. And yet the whole Democratic || all out. Virginia is coming up; we shall have know that celebrated and strangest metamor 
ght marty, and especially my honorable and dis- || the same story on that. Mississippi will be phosis which was ever seen—lI ailude to it with 


here pretty soon; there will be the same story || nothing but kindness—when he started from 


pro ‘inguished friend from Ohio, [Mr. TuHurmay, ] 








monster ? 
that side that does not sound as they used to 
do before the rebellion. We hear that there 
is nO power in the General Government ; that 
the States are omnipotent, sovereign States— 
with the accent on the ‘ sovereign’’—all the 
time. I repeat, I suppose that was a captured 
heresy, and yet they cling to itand roll it under 
their tongues as a sweet morsel. Sir, it threw 
this nation into rebellion and confusion, and I 


know my honorable friends would not like to | 





And yet not a speech is made on | 


will take care of Georgia now, as we took care 
of the negro when the neeessity was upon us. 


| We will take care of the Chinese when that 


uestion comes; and I congratulate my coun- 
q ; g J 


| try that the distinguished talent on the other 


side of this Chamber will help us to work 
manfully and come to just conclusions on that 
matter. They find no odor now in the black 
when he has a vote ; he is as pleasant to their 
smell as a white man ; they address him as ‘‘ my 
fellow-citizen,’’ and so kind are they to colored 
men that they employ them to stump their 


self, ‘ands aghast at the idea that we should attempt || on that. Last of all Texas will come. There || Minnesota a Republican and never has voted 
ore in Congress to put an end to this bloody |) will be three or four eo for the most || with his party upon any important measure 
Ken reign and restore order and peace where now || learned constitutional argument that can be | since he came here. Ah, sir, he listened too 
the ore chaos and disorder. | imagined. Let us put Georgia in; |. 1s vote || quick, to the syren song of executive power. 
th ” Sir, Lassert that this nation has borne with || upon this question at once; and then i shall | Little did the honorable Senator think that the 
ple, Georgia long enough. It owes it to its own || be pleased again, as we have been for the last || moon had only got to fill her horns forty-eight 
a dignity, it owes it to a manifestation of its in- || four years, to hear these constitutional argu- || times before Johnson would be dead; yes, 
bear herent powers, it owes it to humanity that it || ments in opposition to reconstruction. dead. And before what power did he go down? 
hot should assert its power, and by force bring her || __ I shall close what I have to say by askingthe || He went down before the irresistible power of 
ding hack into her orbit where she belongs, or at || Democratic side of the Senate Chamber what | the Union and liberty-loving men of this coun- 
» 10r least, if not by force, bring her back so that the || they propose to do? This State is not in the | try, and his memory is not savory in the nostrils 
that pathway shall be pointed out and she be told || Union, says the President of the United States; || of a liberty-loving people. So all have done 
eon «This is the way; walk ye init,’ and if ye do || it is not in the Union says the Congress of the || that have reared their crest against this resist- 
‘4. not ye shall no more enjoy the mansions that || United States ; it is notin the Union saysevery || less power; and so it will be through all time. 
| to are in your Father’s house.’’ attesting fact that surrounds it, and it never || It may have its temporary checks, but it will 
nate Learned arguments have been made here to || will be and never can be until we pass some || move along by a power that the Democratic 
over show that States cannot go out of the Union; || law to get itin, They propose no amendment || party cannot retard. They have tried it bravely 
that it is not constitutional for them to do so. || to this measure, but they repeat the old ery, | for twelve years, and the Senator from Dela- 
rect We have heard such arguments from the dis- || ‘‘Let them go; let them alone.’’ Sir, if it || ware has prophesied every year that that was 
pard tinguished Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tuurman] || applied to Georgia’s controlling citizens I | thelast of the Republican party, and my vener 
er. | down to the able Senator who has just taken || would say let them alone in the enjoyment of || able friend from Kentucky has never tailed to 
his seat, [Mr. Norron,] ‘* You cannot do it; || theiridols; butthe honor, the dignity, the vigor, | give us warning that he saw the symptoms of 
hat. States are never out of the Union.’’ I answer || the perpetuity of this nation and the good of | defeat and death in the Republican party. 
ie | to that, they are out and have been out. ‘‘ You || the whole require that that community should Sir, he and I have grown older, and stand 
last cannot do it constitutionally.’’ No, sir; you |} be brought into harmonious action with all the || less firm upon our feet and limbs than when 
sine cannot murder constitutionally, and yet mur- || States. || we came here and when these prophecies com- 
ome ' ders are an every-day occurrence. Cannot do I congratulate the honorable Senator from || menced; but, sir, liberty has been resurrected, 
uit it! They have done it. How? They not || Ohio, if I understood him aright, and the hon- || and reclothed in habiliments so beautifal and 
tone only trampled under foot the Constitution, of || orable Senator from New Jersey, that they have || permanent that she will stand amid the seoffs 
ted which my Democratic friends are the nurses || no further opposition to negro suffrage ; that to || and jeers of modern Democracy asan evidence, 
at it here; they not only defied its mandates and its || each of them negroes now are ‘‘my fellow- || as a living and dying evidence of the glory of 
powers, but they built another which would be | citizens.’’ But, Mr. President, you will not || the partythat savedher. Prophesy no more, my 
that more congenial to the honorable Senator from || forget how those Senators were shocked when || Democratic friends. The world will acense 
ruc Minnesota who has just taken his seat than the || that right of suffrage was given to colored men. || you of insanity or an attempt to cheat. You 
a old one, or the remnants of the old one that || They foughtthatright with as much vigorasthey | have told us that our days were numbered, but 
5 60 are left. ‘* They never were out ofthe Union;”’ || fight this measure. But how easy even they | every day new stars are added to the constv! 
res. 0 the honorable Senator from Kentucky [Mr. || acquiesce in existing fact and well-established || lation. If New York wavers temporarily boli! 
per: ),v18] has told us for the last four years. He || law. The right of the negro to vote is fixed | Mississippi comes up clothed with youtht!ul 
xed told us so When the air was thick with the || and the world has not gone agog since, andthey vigor. If Ohio is in that condition deseribed 
deen fragments of the rebellion and the very temple | begin to call them their fellow-citizens as | by her two Senators a resurrection there would 
seen was Shaken to its center. Sir, it is wise men | familiarly as we do. | not hurt her; and it may be, Mr. President, 
have who meet facts precisely as they exist and My friend from Ohio inquired what we were || that for the lukewarmness of that people the 
rele apply the remedy necessary to cure the evil. going to do with the Chinese. ‘Take care || goddess of liberty flittered away for awhile anil 
1 he Why, sir, I had supposed that that old State- || of them as men; give them all the rights to || gave my friend [Mr. Tnurman]} a temporary 
reu rights theory was drowned in the ocean of blood || which they are entitled. Ithink he couldhave || triumph. She will come back more beautiful 
last it has cost this nation. I had supposed that || found a shorter mode of inquiry if he had | than when she left, and so attractive that | 
ane that was one of the captured heresies of the || asked his friend on his right | Mr. Casserty] | hope it will win even my distinguished friend. 
am rebellion. But not unlike the condition of the || what he was going to do with them. He has Sir, Ohio evidently gives forth an uncertain 
i reconstructed States, while we are trying to || told us what heis goingtodo. Heis not going | sound; and I would not have alluded to that 
vane bring them up the Democratic party are trying || to let them come. ‘They may be smart and || but that the honorable Senator [Mr. Tuurmay | 
ern to reconstruct in all its deformity that doctrine || good mechanics, but when they do come, and | in a very flippant way alluded to the fact that 
leep of State rights which has shaken the temple || when the period arrives, if it ever does, that | Ohio had furnished more soldiers than we had 
Kip of liberty to its very base. The Senator from they vote, I shall hear my eloquent friend from | voters. Well, sir, Nevada has not as many 
oke Delaware woke up as from a dream upon the || Ohio revel in his ancient history upon the | voters as Ohio. She has as many as Ohio used 
- old doctrine of State right. Sir, that doctrine || nobility of the Chinese, [laughter,] and speak | to have when she was of her age. She may 
a in as proposed and propounded and defended by || of their old civilization, and he will make Ohio | have as many as Ohio has now when she is us 
ynly the Democratic party has cost this nation not || ring with his hidden knowledge upon that sub- | old as Ohio. But, sir, Nevada gives forth no 
rat: only treasure but blood ; and I ask my honor- || ject of Chinese and Asiatic civilization! Sir, | uncertain sound; I have no controversy with 
that able friends on the other side if they want to || we will take care of one thing at a time; we | my colleague what elections mean there; and 
again resurrect and bring up that hydra-headed 


I hope that, small as she is, youthful as she is, 
true as she is, she may be of that kind of States 
whose follies cease with their youth ; and I trust 
that the day will soon dawn when she may be 
possibly as ably represented here as Ohio is 
now. Ihave nounkind word forOhio. Nevada, 
let me say, is not here of her own motion. I 
allude to this because this is quite a flippant 
theme with some gentlemen; the honorable 
Senator from California started it here a year 
ago. There are not many voters in Nevada, 
but Nevada has the elements of a great State, 


it— do that again. 


States; anditdoesnot hurtthemany! Itdoes and she will be one—a State that buckled on 


_ Mr. President, I do not think it is worth || not hurt the world any! The world goes along, | the armor of liberty in her first infant strug 
mt while to talk much on this subject. I want to || negroes have voted, and liberty hasbeen saved! gle and came into this Union at the — of 
yd bring it to an issue and I want to bring the bill || My friend saysthis legislation is forthe object this Government, not a voice from Nevada 
to 4 vote, and the principal object in my rising || of getting the fifteenth amendment ratified. asking it. I hope my honorable friend from 
sad = to appeal to my Democratic friends on the || Well, sir, suppose it is ; is it not worth getting? | Ohio will not find it his duty to taunt her for 
7 other side to let us vote right off. I judgethat || Is not the fifteenth amendment worthy of this her youth or for being less in numbers than the 
ian my special friend and old acquaintance, the || labor? Tomy mind itis the cap-sheaf andthe | State that he has the honor to so ably repre 
“1 lonorable Senator from California, [Mr. Cas- || crowning stone and glory of the party of which sent. Now, Mr. President, I have said all [ 
| 


SERLY,] from the books he has got on his desk |! it was born. I know how handily the Senator desire to say. I want a vote. 
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Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President, I think 
we are all indebted to my old-time and esteemed 
friend, the Senator from Nevada, [Mr. Nye, ] 
who bas justspoken, forthe pleasant turn which 
his lively and bantering remarks have given to 
the course of this debate. He has alluded to 


ine in @ spirit so amiable as to prevent my | 
treating him in any other temper were I so dis- | 


posed. But whenI heard him speak of the 
number of years he had listened to disserta- 
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| ; 
exist in Georgia? You have had your will, gen- | excellent friend from Kentucky [Mr. Davts) 
tlemen, with thissubject. There has been noth- || ‘ 


ing to hinder you. 


suspected of a disposition to decide otherwise | 
than as you wished you legislated it into silence. || 
_ ing to these arguments for years until you are 


| 
| | 


If the President undertook to interpose his 
constitutional veto you had a power which 
enabled you, with or without argument, fre- 
quently without a word of debate, to override 


| his vetoes and to pass any measures you desired. 


tions in favor of the Constitution, and in the |, 


same breath desire to hear no more of them, 
his language showed how little proper impres- 
sion they had made uponhim. I was surprised 
that so much good seed should have been thrown 
away on groundso barren. Ashe seems some- 
what to anticipate and in advance to repel 
anything I might say on the subject, I desire 
him to understand that I would, after his own 
declarations, shrink from the task of seeking to 


|| hands. 
| the subject. 


I say you have had everything in your own 
You have had complete command of 
Why, then, have you not pacified 
the South? Why have you not brought back 
those States tothe Union? When some child- 
less mother, sitting by her lonely fireside in a 


| cottage of New York or Ohio, sees through a 
|| mist of tears her first-born fall upon the distant 


field where the swaying standards mark the 


|| eddying currents of the fight, and she asks her- 


imbue him with any just ideas of the Consti- | 


tution of the country. 


He will have to remain | 


wedded to the nprcene which he has announced | 


here, and which with considerable ability, and 


always so far as | am aware with good temper | 


and good nature, he has maintained in this 
body. 

| propose, sir, this evening at this time not 
to discuss the general merits ofthe bill. That 
I shall defer to a later period of this debate. 
| wish simply to say a few words on the subject 


self, ‘*‘ What has become of the Union for which 
my boy died?’’ I demand to know what answer 
you have to give. You, grave and reverend 
Senators—what have you done with this Union? 
Why has all this blood been spilt? Why has 
this mountain of debt been laid upon the coun- 


try? To-night you are as far away from any 


of the amendment of the Senator from Indiana, | 


and as that has undergone some change since 


it came here I ask the Clerk to report it again. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The Secretary | 


will report the amendment as modified by the | ] } 
| the American Union than you were on the day 


Senator from Indiana. 


The Cuter Cierk. The amendment, as 


modified, is to strike out of the eighth section | 
|| years ago. 


of the bill the following words : 


That the Legislature of Georgia shall be regarded 
as provisional only until the further action of Con- 


gress, 
And in lieu of these words to insert: 


> 
That the Legislature shall ratify the fifteenth 
emendment proposed to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States before Senators and Representativés from 
Georgia are admitted to seats in Congress. 


Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President, gentlemen 
fee], at least they express surprise, that what 
they call an outcry has been raised by Sena- 


result, even on your own theory, that is satis- 
factory to you in the State of Georgia; that 
well-named Empire State of the South—im- 
perial in her resources, in her capacities for 
power, for greatness, for every kind of real 
progress at high development under any gov- 
ernment worthy of the name—you are as far 
away, yea, you are further away from a restor- 
ation of that State to her normal relations with 


when Lee laid down the standard of his lost 
cause on the field of Appomattox almost five 


It was a just reproach by the greatest of liv- 
ing Englishmen, the truest tribune of the peo- 
ple that England has produced—it was a most 
just reproach when John Bright in the House 
of Commons said to the British minister, ‘*After 


_ so many years of your government in Ireland 


you have nothing better to-day asa remedy for 


| the troubles of that country than violence, than 


tors from this side against such a feature even | 


in such a bill. It has been to some of them a 
special wonder that my friend, the Senator 
from Ohio [Mr. Tuurman] who first spoke on 
this subject, should have denounced with de- 
served warmth and earnestness this scheme, 
stated with a frankness which amounts almost 
to grossness, to coerce not merely the State 
of Georgia, unfortunate, helpless, worse than 


the sword, than the suspension of the writ of 
habeas corpus.’’ And you, Senators of the 
United States, what better have you to-day to 
offer for the restoration of the power of the 
Union in Georgia, for the restoration of Georgia 


|| to the Union, than violence and the bayonet 
_and the suspension of the habeas corpus; for 


a captive as she is, but through her States of | 


this Union against whom in their relations to 
the General Government and to the Union no 
scintilla of reproach can be found. Is ita proper 


her government, your Army and Navy? 

You coerce her and you coerce us. You 
force my State of California under the yoke of 
your fifteenth amendment, an amendment 
which throughout all her borders she abhors; 
for which there was no cordial or satisfactory 
support even in the ranks of your own party. 


| There is a large body of Republicans in that 


thing that at this day the Senate of the United | 


States should be sitting here to concert meas- 
ures of coercion for a reconstructed State—a 
State of your own reconstruction, a State of 
your own making? Is this all that the states- 
manship of your Radical party, has to show after 


' 


four years of peace—ay, more than four years ; | 


four years and many months? Is this all that 
the country has in return for the torrents of 


blood she has poured out and the millions of | 
debt she has assumed, that to-night, in the 


month of December, 1869, we are sitting here, 


some of you, the majority here unfortunately, | 
|| overthrow of Republicanism is so utter and 


seeking to pass through this body further meas- 
ures of force and coercion, of violence for this 
State, and we, too few, alas, endeavoring by 
such means as are left in our power to prevent 
the passage of these measures? Can there be a 
tere complete and crushing condemnation of 
Radicalism? Can there be a more decisive 
proof how utterly empty it is of all capacity to 
deal with the actual problems of government? 
Why, sir, what sort of statesmanship is it that 
to-day has nothing better than the brute cure 


State ofunusual intelligence, breadth, and liber- 
ality of thought and feeling. The adventure 
of their life, and the experience they have 
gained in that new field have enabled them to 
throw off the trammels of early prejudice. They 
look at these questions from shate distant stand- 
point with a broad glance. These men, hon- 
orable, high-minded, and intelligent, turned 
from you in disgust at the extreme breach of 
faith involved in your attempt to force the fif- 
teenth amendment upon the States of this Union 


in the very first session of Congress after the Chi- | 


cago platform was made and General Grant was 
elected upon it. The result has been that the 


complete in that State that there is not enough 
of it left to constitute a healthy opposition. Yet 
through Georgia you are seeking to coerce the 
State of California. Itis perfectly and entirely 


trae that the blow which you strike at Georgia 


of the bayonet for the troubles which you say | 


pierces every State of this Union; and that in 
compelling that helpless State by your Army 
and Navy to accept youramendment you coerce 


every other State that has not yet accepted it. |, 
Yet gentlemen are surprised that we repel with || 
warmth this scheme; that we speak of it, as my !'! 


If the Supreme Court was 1 
| 





| 








| ment by technicalities. 


said, ‘‘ with ardor ;”’ that we argue against j; .. 

strenuously as we know how. a 
The Senators from Oregon and Nevada her 

informed us, the one that you have been listen. 


tired of them; the other, [Mr. Nye,] that jt ;. 
‘the old cry.’’ Yes, it is anold ery. Itis ery 
as old as human suffering wrought by huma, 


guilt. Itis the old ery that in the first days of 


the world went up from a brother’s blood fou|iy 
spilt by a brother’s hand. It has gone up ever 
since, and it will never cease to go up, never 
cease to weary the ear of the. oppressor and to 
stir the heart of humanity so long as there jg 
victim to be defended against cruel wrong, | 
beg gentlemen to observe that if they will bring 
forward such measures as this, each one worse 
than that which went before it, they must ho 
content to hear such objections and in gyc\ 
language as their proceedings deserve. 
Coercion is contemplated here. Itis avowed 
all around the other side of the Chamber, The 
only difference between gentlemen is ag to the 
mode in which itshall be accomplished ; whether 


| express, by the frank, straightforward provision 


of the Senator from Indiana, or by a tacit under- 
standing in the manner suggested bythe gentle. 
men to whom we are indebted for this bill. Has 
it ever occurred to gentlemen who are dealing 
with this great subject in this spirit that it must 
be impossible to maintain an amendment car- 
ried by the coercion of any one or more States 
upon the votes of which States the amendment 
has to depend for its ratification? Can there 
be such a thing in law or in politics as a rati- 
fication which is the result directly or indirectly 
of undue external influences applied to the party 
ratifying ? 

Now, Senators, do not let us look at these 
great subjects as though we were lawyers seek- 
ing to entrap each other in a lawsuit in a 
county court, and endeavoring to gain some 
small advantage out of technicalities for a 
grasping client. It seems to me, if I may say so, 
with the greatest deference to the gentlemen on 
the other side, that one very bad féature of the 
discussions which I have heard in this Cham- 
ber, or which I read before I came into it, has 
been that it seems to have escaped the atten- 
tion of gentlemen that it is not a lawsuit they 
are engaged in; that it is not a question of 
practice before a court, nora question of hard, 
technical law which they are discussing; but 
that they are dealing with a great question of 
public policy, of government, not of a few 
people, But of millions of their flesh and blood; 
of the government of those millions, not under 
a harsh, inequitable, and oppressive system, 
but under a system which in eens and in prac- 
tice has been and should be the most benign, 
take it altogether, with which a merciful Provi- 
dence has ever blessed His human creatures. 

It follows, in all this matter of reconstruction, 
that you entirely mistake the spirit of the con- 
troversy when you overlook the greatness of 
the subject. You never can, you never ought 
to try to accomplish great results in govern: 
Nothing can be more 
foreign to the spirit in which such subjects 
should be approached. Nothing can be fur- 


|| ther from the least pretension to statesman- 


| ship, even if on any technical ground ft could 


| 
j 





be justified ; or rather, I will not say justified, 
but sheltered. If you attempt to coerce this 
State or any State into the ratification of your 
amendment, nothing is more clear than that it 
must be fatal to yourselves as a party in your 
permanent future position and success in the 
country. Gentlemen may argue—and for the 
sake of this discussion I will grant they may 
argue successfully on technical grounds of law— 
that Congress may enact an untruth in refer 
ence to this ratification; that it may declare 2" 


/ amendment ratified duly which has not been 


ratified asa matter of law, fact, justice, or right, 
either because it was ratified by fraud or vi0- 
lence, or by less than the number of States that 
should ratify. I say, for the purposes of my 
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resent argument that may be true, 
asserted here the other day, and yet it would 
be the worst mistake that a powerful, dominant | 
party ever made in @ country to attempt to | 
make a great change in government behind the 
-helter of a mere legal technicality of that kind. 
” There are in the law what we call fictions ; 
re are also what we call estoppels, very diffi- 
eople to understand, whereby | 
to prove the actual fact | 


the ‘ 
cult for plain 
a man is not allowed 
against what is called a record, or against a 
certain state of judicial proof. Nothing, gen- 
erally speaking, can be more incompatible with | 
.he ordinary reason and common sense and love 
of justice of mankind; and no great party, I 
repeat, ought to attempt to accomplish a grave 
change in Government under a fiction of law 
or with the hope of sheltering itself behind an 
estoppel. Your amendment will have to stand | 
upon its merits, Senators, if itis to stand at all. 
First, it must be an amendment which is just | 
in itself and satisfactory in its results. In the | 
next place, it must be an amendment which has | 
been fairly carried without any attempt to sub- | 
ject the States required to ratify to improper or 
unlawful influences. 

A ratification—and this is equally true | 
whether you speak of a community or an in- 
dividual—a ratification in its essence supposes | 
two things: first, that the party ratifying is per- 
fectly free to say yes or no; that is, that the 
party ratifying stands at arms’ length from the 
party seeking the ratification ; and in the next 
place, that the party ratifies with full knowledge | 
of all the circumstances. ‘The grand point, | 
the central idea of ratification in law or in | 
government—and law is only a part of govern- 
ment, and as a rule the more like a statesman 
a lawyer is the greater lawyer he is; no small 
lawyer was ever anything but a mischievous 
politician—is precisely the same as with regard 
to an individual. There can be no ratifica- 
tion where there is no perfect freedom of action 
and absence of fraud. 

What has Congress to do with the ratifica- | 
tion by the States? The function of Congress | 
is ended when it proposes. It has nothing else | 
to do with the subject, just as the function of 
the President is ended, in appointing to office, | 
when he proposes a name to you. Suppose he | 
should surround this Chamber with an armed 
foree and forbid you to go out for meat, drink, 
candle-light, or fire until you had agreed to 
hisnominee, would that be a valid confirmation? 
Would that be an act of ratification which | 
would bind any one? Would it bind this body 
any war than until the external force was | 
removed? That is entirely too plain for argu- | 
ment. Therefore I say that the coercion which 
by the declarations of Senators is to be exerted | 
upon Georgia, whether it be expressed in the | 
bill or omitted from it, is coercion that inval- 
idates all ratifications which have in any sub- | 
stantial or material degree been affected by that | 
coercion. 

I could not but be struck by the tenor of 
the arguments used by the gentlemen on the 
other side as to the form in which this coercive | 
force was to be employed. ‘The author of the | 
amendment insists upon having it in the bill. | 
lhe gentleman who reported the bill from the | 
Judiciary Committee insists that there should | 
be nothing said about it. Both are agreed | 
that as a matter of necessary policy for their | 
party, and the Senator from Indiana expressly 
and distinctly stated as the only mode of mak- | 
ing sure and certain the fifteenth amendment— 
the vote of Georgia must be obtained for the 
amendment, and that until it was obtained she | 
should not be restored to her rights in the Union. | 
I did not perceive that any other ground was 
anywhere taken than that of mere party ex- 
pedieney. The gentlemen who thought that 
the dangerous word coercion should not be in 
the bill feared it would damage them in future 
conflicts. A gentleman who insisted it should 
be in the bill declared that it would not. and 
that it was more honorable to announce to the | 
people of Georgia, in black and white, what was | 
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| Johnson, I never have understoo 





as was | expected from them, infinitely more, than after 


they had done whatever the law called for to 
turn around upon them and require some new 
condition. 

Two Senators—I refer to the Senator from 
New York [Mr. Conx.ine] and the Senator 


1} 


from Indiana, [Mr. Morron]—had a colloquy | 


this evening, in which they settled among them- 
selves, very much totheir own satisfaction, that 
the objection of this coercive feature in the bill 


could never be raised by the Democratic party, | 


because, as they said, the precedent for it was 
to be found in the policy of President Johnson 
for the reconstruction of the southern States. 
It was said that his course was always to require 
of them conditions-precedent to their restora- 
tion into the Union; and that in this he had 
been indorsed and sustained by the Democratic 
party. I never contest the right of those two 
gentlemen or of any other two gentlemen of this 
Chamber to settle for themselves and between 
themselves how they esteem the Democratic 
party to be led and in what way they suppose 
the Desnparitic party will be bound. But as 
one member of that party, who has felt some 
interest in its course, I must be allowed to in- 
sist that when the Democratic party proposes 
to be bound by the action of any aieibaces in 
station, high or low, it will signify it to the 
world in a manner too plain to be misunder- 
stood. 

Mr. MORTON. My friend will allow me 
to inquire of him whether he understood me as 
making such an argument as that? 


Mr. CASSERLY. I understood the argu- 


ment to proceed from the Senator from New | 
arty || 


York, that is to say, that the Democratic 
was bound bythe proceedings of the late Pres- 
ident Johnson. But I also understood clearly 
that both of you agreed that it would not be 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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| Mr. 


CONKLING. As the honorable Sen- 
ator referred to me, although I do not wish to 


|| interrupt him, I should like to make a single 


remark, with his permission. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I have no objection. 

Mr. CONKLING. I did make the sugges- 
tion he attributes to me, and in making it, 
penne over the solid support which Andrew 
Johnson received from the Democratic party 
in the two Houses of Congress, I referred to 
this fact among others: that in the State of 
New York, and in every contested congres- 


| sional district in that State in 1866, the Demo- 


cratic party did wage the issue distinctly of the 
President against Congress, and that battle was 
fought from beginning to end, and the votes 
were cast in that election as decisive of the 
question whether, in the grapple for the mas- 
tery upon this identical policy, Congress should 
go down and the President should be sustained. 


|| If the Democratic party did not stand for that 


in the power of the Democratic party to raise || 


the objection of coercion because they con- 
sidered the Democratic party estopped by the 
authority of Mr. Johnson on that point. Now, 
I desire to have it understood, so far as I can 
make it understood, that the Democratic party 


| it stood for nothing in that election. 


Mr. THURMAN. If my friend from Cali- 
fornia will indulge me for a moment, if general 
testimony is to be given on this subject, I will 
state that the Republican State convention in 


| Ohionot the Democratic, but the Republican 


State convention—in the year 1865 indorsed 


|| President Johnson and his policy from first to 


last. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That was a year before 
there was any contest, my colleague will allow 
me to say, between Congress and the Execu- 
tive. That was in June, 1865. 

Mr. THURMAN. It was after President 
Johnson had announced his policy and begun 
the inauguration of the provisional govern- 
ments. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I beg pardon. The first 
provisional proclamation was issued in Sep- 
tember, 1865, and the resolution to which my 
colleague refers was passed in June, 1865. 


Mr. THURMAN. The first provisional gov- 


| ernment in North Carolina? 


of the United States is not bound by the policy of || 


President Johnson on that point, or any other ; 


though I think the country and the Democracy | 


as a part of the country owe to him a debt of 
great gratitude for the very strenuous, honest, 


| 


| 


and fearless efforts which he made to assert the | 


constitutional furctions of this Government, 
and particularly of his office in the Government, 
against the opposition of the legislative branch. 

Mr. THAYER. Will the Senator allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly. 

Mr. THAYER. Did or did not the Demo- 
cratic party in 1866 indorse the reconstruction 
policy of the late President Johnson ? 

Mr. CASSERLY. 
it. On the contrary, I know that in the State 


| 
} 


Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. The first North 
Carolina proclamation I think is dated Septem- 
ber, 1865. 

Mr. CONKLING. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I thought it was Septem- 
ber. I know it was in the fall. 

Mr. CONKLING. October 5, 1865. 

Mr. SHERMAN. And that proclamation 
was one generally approved by the Republican 
party, and it contains the general doctrine upon 
which these whole reconstruction measures have 
been based. 

Mr. THURMAN. In 1865, at any rate, they 
indorsed President Johnson. In 1866 the 


October. 


| Demorcatic party in a convention expressly 


I never so understood | 


of California I drew a resolution in the State | 


convention, the only oneI think, and certainly 


it was the first ever passed in that State in | 


regard to the policy of President Johnson. 


The spirit if not the language of it was that | 
the Democratic party would sustain the Presi- | 


dent in his efforts to maintain the Constitution 
of the country and to assert the constitutional 
prerogatives of his office against the encroach- 
ments, as we declared them, of Congress. But 
as for indorsing the pencenanerne Peay of Mr. 


cratic party to occupy that position. 
men in it held different views, a right which 
most intelligent people are apt to exercise on 
the subject of politics, as they do upon theology 
and law and a variety of subjects. 


ibie for the policy of the late administration 
upon any single measure, except so far as the 
policy of that administration directed itself in 


| a general way to the maintenance of the an- 


the Demo- | 
Different | 


Bat I repeat | 
the party as a party is in no manner respons: || 


|| tained, 


thority of the executive department against the | 


legislative under the Constitution. 
that went, the Democratic party approved and 
indorsed it; no further. 


refused to indorse Andrew Johnson’s admin- 
istration, and never did at any subsequent 
time. 

Mr. THAYER. My question related to the 
year 1866. The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tuur- 
MAN] answers in reference to 1865. Thatisa 
horse of another color. I undertake to say that 
the Democratic party of this country did indorse 
Andrew Johnson’s policy in 1866, after the con- 
troversy grew up between Congress and Andrew 
Johnson; and i must be permitted to say now 
that Andrew Johnson seems to be enduring that 
keenest emotion of all, the sense of ingratitude. 
Sir, the time was, during 1866, when even in 
my State, on the frontier, a county conveation 
of the Democracy could not take place unless 
they indorsed the policy of Andrew Johnson. 
I had the honor of participating in the canvass 


| of 1867 in the State of Ohio, when my honor- 
| able friend (Mr. TaurmMan] was a candidate 


| 


before the people,and of making some speeches 
there and hearing speeches on the Democratic 
side, and I assert that the main issue there was 
whether the policy of the President or the po! 

icy of Congress should be indorsed and sus 

I have heard the declaration of the 
honorable Senators from California and Ohio 


‘ . i} : wi of > 
So far as || with extreme regret. I regret that now, alter 


they have made use of the late President, they 
should cast him aside like an old mule worn- 
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“oe 


Swe 
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out; that having no farther use for him they 
should turn their backs upon him and say they 
never knew him. Why, Mr. President, I 
remember, in 1866—— 

Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President—— 

Mr. THAYER. TI shall be throogh in a 
moment, ifmy friend will pardon me. Iremem- 
ber, in 1866, when the Democratic party were 
floundering about in the slough of despond, 
with no light to illuminate their course, how 
joyfully they seized upon the defection to his 
party of Andrew Johnson. Then they san 
hozannas to his name, and in the language o 
Watts, sang: 

‘** This is the way we long have sought, 
And mourned because we found it not.” 

{l.anghter.] Andrew Johnson was then to 
lift them up. 

Mr. MORTON. He wasto be their Moses. 

Mr. THAYER. Yes, he was to be their 
Moses, to lead them out of the wilderness ; 
and now the honorable Senators turn their 
backs upon him and they say they never knew 
him. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I beg the Senator from 
Nebraska to believe me when I say that had 
[ been aware that the few words which I said 
on that subject would give him so much pain 
1 should, perhaps, have been induced not io 
utter them. What I desired to say to the Sen- | 
ator from New York I think he has rather 
missed the point of. I deniedthe accuracy of 
his position that the Democratic party were or 
could be estopped by anything in the policy 
of Mr. Johnson requiring certain States of 
the Union to do particular things; to insert, 
for instance, an anti-slavery clause in their | 
constitutions, and to adopt the thirteenth or | 
anti-slavery amendment; as conditions-pre- 
cedent to their admission into the Union. 
‘Thatand that only was the subject of discussion. 
| said as to that the Democratic party was 
in no way bound by his policy, because it never 
liad, so far as | was informed, given in its ad- 
hesion to it. I was not discussing what the 
Democratic party did with reference to the | 
yeneral contest between this Legislature and | 
the President, as to the constitutional line of + 
division between the Executive and Legislative | 
powers In that contest, as I said—and I beg | 
leave to repeat it, and I hope the Senator from 
Nebraska will not have his sensibilities too 
much wounded by it—— 

Mr. FOWLER. If the Senator from Cali- 
fornia will permit me to interrupt him for a | 
moment—— 

Mr. CASSERLY. I shall be happy to give | 
my friend from Tennessee any time he wants | 
if he will allow me to finish this particular state- || 
ment. TI said, and repeat, as to the great strug- | 

le between Congress and the President, the 1 
Jemocratic party, as a party, did undoubtedly 
sympathize with the President. This was be- || 
cause they were well convinced that the efforts of | 
Congress if successful would lead to a serious 
! 





if not a permanent disturbance of the balances | 
of this Government, and to a centralization 
of power ina single branch of the Government, 
which would in time, if it remained and was 
rogressive, as all such revolutionary force by a 
aw of its nature must be, entirely destroy the 
true nature of this Government. 

Mr. FOWLER. If the Senator will now | 
allow me, I wish to state that the North Caro- || 
lina proclamation was issued on the 29th day | 
of May, 1865. | 


that of Congress wou 


Mr. FOWLER. The 29th of May. 

Mr. CONKLING. That is true, if I may 
interrupt the Senator from California. He is 
so very courteous that he tempts us to encroach 
upon him a little. That is true; but it is also 
true that as late as the 22d of September of that 
year the President said to Mr. Stearns, now no 
more, in a conversation which he wrote down 
and carried tothe President and which received 


| his initials and his mark of approval before he 


published it, that his policy was wholly condi- 


met, and, to use one of the expressions then 


' employed, when Congress met ‘* my ’’—that is, 


the President’ s—‘‘ ee wouldend and 
d begin.’’ That would 
terminate the policy and adjourn and transfer 


| the whole subject to the exclusive jurisdiction 


of Congress. 

Mr. MORTON. And the Secretary of State 
certified that officially, too. 

Mr. CONKLING. And the Secretary of 
State, as the Senator from Indiana says, certi- 
fied it officially. I had forgotten that; but I 
well remember the conversation and the date 
of it. It was the 22d of September. In that 
fall the Republican party indorsed, as it has to 
this day, stood up and upheld that policy. But 
when Congress met, and the President assumed 
of his own motion to assert this doctrine as a 
permanent policy against Congress, then he 
transferred himself to the Democratic party, 
or the Democratic party transferred itself to 
him, and he became a part of their ownership 
and they a part of his ownership. That was 
my point, and I insist that the date I stated 
substantially is correct. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I have no disposition to 
make a controversy with my friend from New 
York asto his last statement. I donot admit 
it, but I shall not debate it. But I renew the 
assertion that there was nothing in the rela- 
tions of the Democratic party to the late Pres- 
ident to authorize the argument that it is in any 
way estopped by his policy from questionin 
the propriety, the admissibility, the good faith 
or the constitutionality of a coercive power 
brought to bear upon any State to induce its rat- 
ification of aconstitutional amendment. That 
was the sole point as to which I wished to cor- 
rect the Senator from New York and the Sen- 
ator from Indiana. 

Gentlemen may be entirely assured that the 
Democratic party will take advantage of this as 
of any other weak pointin their case. We shall 
expect, if this bill passes with or without the 
amendment, to appeal to the good sense, to the 
goog feeling, to the sound heart and the clear 
head of the American people, which every day 
is recovering faster cat faster from this fever 
of its blood, against a policy of coercion ap- 


| plied to the States on a question of such funda- 


mental importance. We shall do it upon all 
proper occasions; we are willing to go to the 
country on that issue; and we propose to pre- 
sent our case, to present our proofs, to present 


| our arguments, again and again, until at last we 


reverse the verdicts rendered against us either 
under misapprehension, prejudice, passion, or 
other undue influence. 

For myself I regard asof comparatively little 


| consequence whether coercion is expressed in 


the bill or is implied as a latent menace in the 


bill, as it undoubtedly is though this amend. | 


ment, were notthere, because, in my humble 


| judgment the validity of the ratification of this | 


_ Mr. ‘THURMAN, Yes, sir; that was the || amendment is disposed of by two propositions 


time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Lask my friend to read 
that proclamation. If I remember it aright, 
the North Carolina proclamation contains just 
exactly the doctrines on which we base our re- | 
construction acts. Will the Senator have the 
kindness to read it? 

Mr. FOWLER. _ I simply wished to correct || 


date. 
Mr. CONKLING., 


the Senator gives? 


What is the date that 


the error into which Senators fell as to the ] the Constitution or to ratify it. 
/ 


which I think cannot be successfully contested. 

My first proposition is, thatthere is no power 
except in 4 State in full fanction in the Ameri- 
can Union, and in fullrelation with the Union, 
in all particulars a free State; and—though 
the word seems to be so obnoxious to the gen- 
tlemen on the other side—a sovereign State 
of the Union, to entertain an amendment to 
It is only the 


power of such a State which can operate on 


the subject at all. 
Inthe next place, I submitit as a most in- 


| 








| 
| 
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| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





December 17, 


_ disputable proposition that in any State whic) 
_is held by military force, by the superior power 
_ of the Federal Government, such a thing a: 








} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| ratification of a constitutional amendment jx . 


moral, political, logical impossibility, 
Upon both these grounds I regard your pro 


| posed ratification by Georgia, and all the ra: 
| fications that have been wrung out of oth. 
| States while in the grasp of the armed pow, 
7 oS 
_allintents and purposes as a question of Jaw 
tional and provisional, tothe end when Congress || 


of this Government, as utterly null and void ; 


government, statesmanship, or human right. 
With these .remarks, directed simply to th, 


| amendment of the Senator from Indiana, I elope, 


for the present. Whatever ‘have to Say upon 
the general merits of the bill must be deferr,, 
until a later stage of the debate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question jx 
on the amendment of the Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. THURMAN called for the yeas ang 
nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. CONKLING. May we hear the amend. 
ment reported? 


The Carer Cierx. The amendment is, t) 


| strike out the eighth section of the bill after the 


enacting clause, and to insert: 

That the Legislature shall ratify the fifteent) 
amendment proposed to the Constitution of the Unj- 
ted States before Senators and Representatives froj, 
Georgia are admitted to seats in Congress. 


Mr. MORTON. I will state that the Senator 
from Vermont [Mr. Epmunps] and the Sep 
ator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cameron] are 
paired off on the amendment. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 88, nays 15; asfollows: — 


Y EAS—Messrs, Abbott, Brownlow, Buckingham, 
Cattell, Chandler, Cole, Cragin, Drake, Fenton, (ii)- 
bert, Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Kellogg, 
McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermon: 
Morton, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Prat: 
Ramsey, Robertson, Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, 
Sherman, Spencer, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, Wa: 
ner, Williams, and Wilsorn—3s. 

1 NAYS—Messrs. Bayard,Carpenter, Casserly, ( mk 
ling, Corbett, Davis, Fowler, Hamilton, Norton, Rice, 
panlnry Stockton, Thurman, Vickers, and W)! 

ey—15. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Cameron 
Edmunds, Ferry, Howe, McCreery, Pool, Sprague, 
Tipton, Trumbull, and Yates—12. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the next amendment of the Senator 
from Indiana. 

The Cuter Crerx. The next amendment 
is, to insert as an additional section : 


Sxco.—. And be it further enacted, That any person 
who shall hereafter hold and exercise any office cre- 
ated by the eonstitution or laws of Georgia, or «| 
tempt to hold and exercise any such office, or to act, 
or attempt to act, as a member of the Legislature o! 
the State of Georgia, who, having held the office or 
exercised the duties of a Senator or Representative 
in Congress, or a member of the Legislature of any 
State of the United States, or held any civil oflice 
created by law for the administration of any gencral 
law of a State, or for the administration of justice in 
any State or under the laws of the United States, or 
held any office in the military or naval service of the 
United States, or of the militia of any State, ani 
taken an oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States, and thereafter engaged in insurrection 
or rebellion against the United States, or gave aid 
or comfort to its enemies, or rendered support or aid 
to any insurrection or rebellion against the United 
States, or held any office under or gave any support 
to any government of any kind, organized or acting 
in hostility to the United States, or leyying war 
against the United States, shall be deemed guilty o! 
a misdemeanor, and shall, upon indictment and con- 
viction thereof by the district court of the United 
States, be imprisoned one year and fined in any sum 
not exceeding $2,000 nor less than $500; and the pro- 
visions of this section shall be vaca to any per- 
son who shall have been elected to any office atore- 
said, or to membership in the State Legislature, who 
after the passage of this act shall continue to hold 
and exercise, or attempt to hold and exercise an oflice. 
or to act or to attempt to act. as a member of a State 
Legislature in violation of the preceding provisions 
of this section. 


Mr. DAVIS. I would simply inquire if the 
effect of that provision is to prescribe as crimes 
in Georgia what are not crimes in any other 
State? 

Mr. CASSERLY. I beg that the Secretary 
may report the amendment again. I did not 
catch the whole of it. I think it is quite 1m- 
portant. I do not see it in ee . 


t 
The VICE PRESIDEN It is printed 


1869. 


with the 
the Cha 
omitted 
it agai | 
Mr. € 
stood th 
Mr. T! 
aware th 
be offere 
tion now 
of time ; 
nobody, 
been ren 
Mr. M 
that the 
amendm 
me, a de 
ical disa 
of two tl 
is an om 
ment, al 
ment to 
The \ 
a right t 
Mr. } 
of the a1 
and was 
The | 
tion wil 
The€ 
in the t 
propose 
their di 
thirds o 
Mr. § 
whole ¢ 
The 
will rep 
The 
modifie 
sec. — 
who sha 
created 
attempt 
ict, OF a 
of the S 
orexerc! 
in Cong 
State of 
created 
law of a 
any Stat 
held an} 
Uniteds 
an oath 
States a 
bellion 3 
tort to} 
insurret 
or held | 
Govern 
tility to 
United 
abilities 
Houses 
demean 
tion the 
be imp’ 
exceedi 
ions of 1 
who she 
said or 
after tl 
and ex 
office, o 
State L 
visions 
Mr. 
to the 
In 1ts « 
asa |; 
Georg 
is neve 
a statu 
is ther 
shall } 
to the 
Senat« 
their g 
to wh 
Senat 
least 
gener 
poses. 
the at 
more 
ment 
bine | 





ur pr 
he rat 
f oth 
pow 
void t 
of law. 
rights 
r tO the 
Telose 
Y upon 
eferr, | 


stion is 
idiana. 
aS and 


mend 


t is, to 
fter the 


ifteenth 
he Uni 
es from 


enator 
e Sen 
N } are 


| nays, 


ngham, 
ON, Gal 
‘elloge, 


‘rmont 


retary 


enator 
dment 


perso: 
ice cre 
, or al 
to act 
ture of 
fice or 
tative 
of any 
office 
eneral 
ice in 
tes, or 
of the 
e, anid 
of tl 

ect 

vo aid 
or aid 
United 
upport 
acting 
ig war 
ilty of 
deon 
Jnited 
y sum 
e pro 
y per- 
alore- 
e, who 
» hold 
office, 
, State 
}si0ns 


if the 
“1mes 
other 
etary 
l not 


e im- 


inted 


1869. 


with the bill known as Senate bill No. 281, but 
the Chair understands that part of it was 
omitted in printing. Does the Senator desire 
+ again to be reported ? ; 

7 Mr. CASSERLY. No, sir ; I misunder- 
val the amendment. | have it here now. 
Mr, THURMAN. Mr. President, I was not 
‘are that such an amendment as this was to 
It first comes under my observa- 
‘ion now. It seems to be unlimited in point 
of time; it extends to all time and it excepts 
nobody, even those whose disabilities have 
heen removed by Congress. 

Mr. MORTON. I will state to the Senator 

that there was an omission in printing the 
amendment. It does contain, as offered by 
me, a declaration excepting these whose polit- 
ical disabilities have been removed by a vote 
of two thirds of each House of Congress. That 
isan omission in the printing of the amend- 
ment, and I intend to offer that as an amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator has 
a right to modify it now. 

Mr. MORTON. Iso modify it. That part 
of the amendment was intended to be included, 
and was omitted in printing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
tion will be read. 

TheCuorerCierk. Afterthe word ‘‘ States,”’ 
in the twentieth line of the amendment, it is 
proposed to insert: ‘‘except such as have had 
their disabilities removed by a vote of two 
thirds of both Houses of Congress.’’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have the 
whole of it read now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report it in full as modified. 

The Cuter CLerK. The amendment, as 
modified, is as follows: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That any person 

who shall hereafter hold and exercise any oflice 
created by the constitution or laws of Georgia, or 
ittempt to hold and exercise any such office, or to 
ict, or attempt to actas a member of the Legislature 
{ the State of Georgia, who, having held the office 
rexercised the duties of a Senator or Representative 
in Congress, ora member of the Legislature of any 
State of the United States, or held any civil office 
created by law for the administration of any general 
law of a State, or for the administration of justice in 
any State or under the laws of the United States, or 
held any office in the military or naval service of the 
United States or of the militia of any State, and taken 
in oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States and thereafter engaged in insurrection or re- 
bellion against the United States, or gave aid or com- 
fort to its enemies, or rendered support oraid to any 
insurrection or rebellion against the United States, 
or held any office under, or gave any support -to any 
Giovernment of any kind organized or acting in hos- 
tility to the United States, or levying war against the 
United States, except such as have had their dis- 
abilities removed by a vote of two thirds of both 
Houses of Congress, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and shall, upon indictment. and convie- 
tion thereof by the district court of the United States, 
be imprisoned one year and fined in any sum not 
exceeding $2,000 nor less than $500, and the provis- 
ions of this section shall be applicable to any person 
who shall have been elected to any office as afore- 
said or to membership in the State Legislature, who, 
after the passage of this act shall continue to hold 
and exercise, or attempt to hold and exercise an 
office, or to act or to attempt to act as member of a 
State Legislature in violation of the preceding pro- 
visions of this section. 

Mr. THURMAN. I have remarked already 
to the Senate that this amendment is unlimited 
in its duration. It is proposed to be enacted 
48 & law, so far as it relates to the State of 
Georgia, that will endure for all time, for there 
iS never any presumption in the enactment of 
4 statute that that statute will be repealed. It 
is then to be a law after the State of Georgia 
shall have been fully restored to her relations 
to the other States and to the Union, after her 
Senators and Representatives shall have taken 
their seats in Congress. That is the first thing 
‘o which I wish to call the attention of the 
Senate. It is to be as enduring as time, or at 
‘east as enduring as the lives of the present 
Seneration, so far as the amendment itself pro- 
poses. The next thing to which I wish to call 
the attention of the Senate is that it is so much 
more sweeping than the fourteenth amend- 
ment that, if adopted, it will embrace ninety- 


sti 


aware 
he offered. 


The modifica- 


Line out of every hundred of the people of | 
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| ified under this amendment. 
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Georgia of adult age. Whatisit? In the first 
place it goes beyond the fourteenth amendment 
in this: the fourteenth amendment provided: 


_ ‘No person shall be a Senator or Representative 
in Congress, or elector of President and Vice Presi- 
dent, or hold any office, civil or military, under the 
United States or under any State, who having pre- 
viously taken an oath as a member of Congress’’— 
That is the first class— 
*‘or as an officer of the United States’’- 
That is the second class— 
“or as a member of any State Legislature’’— 
That is the third class— 
or asan executive or judicial officer of any State’’— 
That is the fourth and the last class in the 
fourteenth amendment— 


“to support the Constitution of the United States, 
shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion 
against the same, or given aid or comfort to the ene- 
mies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two 
thirds of each House remove such disability.”’ 

Now, this amendment proposes to add to 
these other classes. In the first place, instead 
of using the language of the fourteenth amend- 
ment, *‘or as an executive or judicial officer 
of any State,’’ it says ‘‘or held any civil office 
created by law for the administration of any 
general law of a State, or for the administra- 
tion of justice in.any State or under the laws 
of the United States.’’ What is meant by ‘‘ any 
civil office created by law for the administration 
of any general law of a State?’’ How would 
it apply in Louisiana, where there is a public 
administrator appointed by law to settle dead 
men’s estates? He is a civil officer created 
for the administration of a general law of a 
State. I do not think he was brought within 
the terms of the fourteenth amendment, but he 
is within the terms of this amendment. 

Again, take another class of men, masters- 
commissioner in chancery. Almost every State 
has a statute providing for the appointment of 
masters-commissioner in chancery. ‘They are 
appointed to exercise certain functions in the 
administration of a general law of a State or 
in justice; and that class of men not embraced 
by the fourteenth amendment are to be within 
this amendment. 

But here is a far greater enlargement: ‘‘ or 
held any office in the military or naval service 
of the United States, or of the militia of any 
State.’’ There is nothing in the fourteenth 
amendment about having held any office in the 
militiaofaState. The fourteenth amendment 
does not touch that, but every man who has 
ever held any office in the militia of any State 
of this Union is unqualified by this amendment 
to the bill, if it passes, from holding any office 
whatsoever in the State of Georgia. 

But that is not all. The distranchisement 
applies to any of these persons who shall have 
done what? The fourteenth amendment says 
‘‘shall have eugaged in insurrection or rebel- 
lion against the same [the United States] or 
given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof.”’ 
This amendment says, ‘‘ and thereafter engaged 
in insurrection or rebellion against the United 
States, or gave aid or comfort to its enemies,’’ 
which is the language of the fourteenth amend- 
ment substantially; and then it goes or: *‘ or 


| rendered support or aid to any insurrection or 


rebellion against the United States, or held any 
office under or gave any support to any gov- 
ernment of any kind organized or acting in 
hostility to the United States.’’ 

Now, I call the attention of the Senate to the 
point that if this becomes a law it is not neces- 


' sary to his conviction that the —- shall 


voluntarily have given any aid, that he shall 
voluntarily have rendered any support to the 
confederacy; but whether he oaiiaeed it vol- 
untarily or involuntarily, in either case he is 


' alike punishable bythis proposed amendment. 


If, for instance, he paid his taxes because he 
could not help pay them to the State of Geor- 
gia while she was in insurrection he is disqual 

If his property 
was taken for the support of their armies, how 

ever much against his will it might have been, 
he is liable to punishment under this section if 


295 


and dnd @ 


he holds any office in the State of Georgia. 
Why, it would disfranchise nine tenths —— 

Mr. MORTON, 
to interpose ? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. On consultation with some 
of the friends of thissection, I propose to with 
draw the amendment from this bill with the 
view of putting it into a general law on the sub 
ject applicable'to all the States. Therefore | 
withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. SPENCER. I think there is a general 
bill on the subject. 

Mr. THURMAN. There is such a bill on 
the Calendar now, which was argued at the last 
session but was not pressed to a decision then. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator 
from Indiana withdraws his amendment. The 
Senator from Ohio is still on the floor. 

Mr. THURMAN. I had not intended to 
say a word on this subject. I have already 
talked to the Senate to-day more than I desired 
to talk; and I never have any disposition, | 
wilksay without any affectation, tospeak merely 
to hear myself talk. But since | have taken 
the floor to point out what I consider to be 
defects of this amendment I will say a few 
words upon the general merits of the bill itself, 
and then submit, so far as lam concerned, to 
the will of the majority. 

I know that the bill is destined to pass and 
I have no disposition to waste time; but at the 
same time, as I would not wish to consume 


Will the Senator allow me 


| unnecessarily the time and weary out the 


patience of the Senate, 1 beg Senators to rec- 
ollect, some of whom have been in minorities as 
well as we are to-day, that a Senator, however 
much he may differ from the majority of the 
Senate, may owe it to his self-respect orto those 
whom he represents to announce his dissent, 
not simply by the vote he gives, but also /n the 
form of address to the body ; and I feel entirely 
justified in calling the attention of the Senate 
to this bill. 

The State of Georgia elected a Legislature 
under your reconstruction acts. ‘That Legis- 
lature performed every single requirement of 
those acts. So your President tells us in his 
message, and so the Senator from Illinois [ Mr. 
TRUMBULL] in the views that he published at 
the last session of the Fortieth Congress made 
perfectly manifest by reference to official docu 
ments. The State, then, according to your 
reconstruction laws, was entitled to the admis- 
sion of its Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress. The House of ltepresentatives admitted 
its members in that branch of Congress. ‘The 
Senate did not; it referred the credentials of 
the Senators-elect to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and noaction was taken finally upon 
their credentials. 

Here, then, wasGeorgia, having complied with 
every requirement of the reconstruction acts 
and having elected Senators and Represent 
atives and her Representatives admitted in the 
other branch ofthe Fortieth Congress, and bold- 
ing their seats until that Congress expired—I 
say Georgia did all that your acts required, 
ratifying the fourteenth amendment among the 
rest, and yet now it is proposed to take Georgia 
in hand again; and why to take her in hand? 
Two reasons have been given for it, and buttwo, 
that I know of. One reason is that her Legis- 
lature, after she had complied with every requi 
sition of the reconstruction acts, decided that 
colored men were not entitled to seats in that 
Legislature, not entitled to hold office in Geo: 
gia, and therefore the colored members were 
expelled from their seats; and in the nex 
place, that certain persons held seats in that 
body who were not entitled under the fourteenth 
amendment of the Constitution to hold seats 

First, in regard tothe persons who held seat 
who were disqualified under the fourteent! 
amendment. I have looked at the testimony 
before the committee of the House of Nepre 
sentatives on that subject, and nobody say 
that there were any more than from three to 
fiveof those men ina Legislature i 


ynsisting. i 
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helieve, of two hundred and nineteen members. 
| suppose, then, even if those persons were dis- 
jnalified, although a committee reported that 
ey were not disqualified and the Legislature 
lecided that they were not disqualified, if you 
could go behind their decision nobody would be 
willing to overturn the government of Georgia 
because out of the two hundred and nineteen 
:nembers of the Legislature four or five persons 
disqualified under this amendment of the Con- 
titution had held seats in that body. 

But then it is said that the negro members 

ere expelled from that body. First, what is 
the fact about that? The leading Republican 
of Georgia, the leading spirit in supporting 
the reconstruction acts, as every body Sane, 
vas Governor Brown. He was the first man, 
| believe, of any eminence in the State who took 

round in favor of the reconstruction acts. He 

poke, | believe, all over that State in their 
taver; and when the constitution was formed 
he addressed the people at various times and in 
various places in support of that constitution. 
l;verywhere that he spoke, as I am assured— 
and certainly once, for | have his speech in 
ny possession—everywhere, in order to recom- 
mend that constitution to the people of Geor- 
gia, he told them—he, one of the most eminent 
lawyers of that State—he, a man who had been 
the Governor of that State—he, the leader in 
the reconstruction movement in that State— 
everywhere he told the people of that State 
that if that constitution were adopted negroes 
would be entitled to vote, but would not be 
entitled to hold office. 

‘The right to vote does not necessarily give 
the right to hold office. Weall know that full 
well, It was never better expressed than by 
Mr. Justice Swayne, in the decision he deliv- 
ered at Louisville, in which he sustained the 
fourteenth amendment, when he said that the 
political right to vote yas one thing, the polit- 


ical right to hold office was another thing. We | 


have known of States where every man could 
vote but where a man could not be a member 
of the Legislature without having a certain 
qualification. I think in New York under the 
old constitution a man could not be a member 
of the senate without a freehold of a certain 
prescribed value. It isso in Delaware now. 
The right to hold office, therefore, is one 
thing, the right to vote is another thing; and 


this eminent lawyer, this head and front of 
the Republican party in Georgia, this chief 


advocate of the reconstruction measures, told 
the people of Georgia everywhere, with the 
weight of his name, that if they adopted 
that constitution it would not confer upon the 
negro anything but the right to vote; 1t would 
not confer upon him the power to hold office. 

Well, sir, the people did adopt the constitu- 
tion; the Legislature assembled, and as if they 
had determined to submit to the will of the 
dominant party in this country as far as pos- 
sible, as if they had been determined to remove 


all doubt about their good faith, they ratified | 


under oath, in the evidence which was taken 
before the House Reconstruction Committee ; 
not a sworn statement, but his mere surmise, 
his mere belief, his mere suspicion that three 
or four or five of those members were disqual- 
ified under the fourteenth amendment. 

Such was the state of the case. That Legis- 
lature met obedient to your will, even to ser- 
vility. Itadopted your fourteenth amendment, 
it elected its Senators, and after that and upon 
the maturest consideration of this legal, this 
constitutional question, it decided that under 
the State constitution of Georgia colored men 
were not eligible to hold office ; and that is its 
great sin. And now if you turn her out you 
turn her out not because she has disobeyed 
any reconstruction act of Congress, not because 
she has disregarded any act of Congress, not 
because in anything she has done she has 
set the power of the General Government at 
defiance, not because she has in any respect 
infringed the Constitution of the United States, 
not for any one of these reasons; but because 
her Legislature, in the exercise of an indubit- 
able power, have made an error in the inter- 
pretation of her own State constitution. Hide 
it if you will, conceal it if you will, the pretext 
for turning her out is nothing more than this, 
nothing less than this, that her Legislature have 
misinterpreted her own State constitution ; 
that they have followed the guidance and legal 
advice of the head and front of the Radical 
party in Georgia; that they have followed that 
legal opinion, which was promulgated from one 
end of Georgia to the other before the consti- 
tution was adopted, that under that constitu- 
tion colored men would not be entitled to hold 
office. 

Why, sir, if you can now go into that State 
and turn outthe present members of the Legis- 
lature and reinstate those negroes, | say you 
can do the same thing with regard to any 
State in this Union if you think its General 
Assembly misinterprets its own State consti- 
tution. It is only two years ago that we had 
a case in Ohio. A member was elected to the 
senate of that State, received a certificate of 


_election as a member of that senate, and his 


election was contested on the ground that 
colored persons voted for him and gave him 
his majority. Upon the hearing of the con- 
test the whole case turned upon this, whether 
a person having more white than black blood 
in his veins was an elector in the State of 
Ohio under the constitution of that State. 


|The supreme court of the State had decided 
| that he was, and if that decision was to be 


followed by the senate of Ohio it was con- 


|| clusive in favor of the sitting member; but the 


| senate of Ohio, precisely as both Houses of 


Congress have again and again decided, held 
| that in regard to the qualifications and eligi- 


bility of its own members it was the sole 


| judge ; it was not bound byany decision of the 


the fourteenth amendment before the colored | 


members were expelled and they elected their 


Senators before the colored members were | 


expelled. Both these things weredone. Then, 
youcannotcomplain. The Senator from Indi- 
ana, | Mr. Morton, ] when he was asked by the 
Senator from*Connecticut [Mr. Ferry] why 
he insisted on their ratifying the fourteenth 
amendment again, said that that was an unlaw- 
ful Legislature. Unlawful why? Unlawful 
because it had expelled the negroes? No such 
thing, sir. Lvery negro had his seat there 
when the fourteenth amendment was ratified ; 
not one of them had been expelled. Unlaw- 
ful because there were three or four men there 
disqualified to be there, as it is said but not 
proved? There is no proof before the Senate 
this day, and I defy a Senator to point me to 


a scintilla of legal proof that any member of | 


that Legislature was disqualified under the 
fourteenth amendment. We have Governor 


| 
| 


Bullock's opinion, and that is all; we have || 


Governor Bulleck's surmise, and that not || Senator from Ohio whether the State he repre- | 


supreme court. The decision of the supreme 


' court was entitled to respect, but the decision 


of no tribunal is authority over any other tri- 
bunal unless it can reverse the decision of that 
other tribunal. It is nothing but a precedent ; 
itis only authority when the tribunal that 
pronounces the decision has power to reverse 


| the decision of the inferior tribunal. The 


senate of Ohio therefore held that it was the 
judge of what was the constitution of Ohio, 
and judging for itself, itdecided that mulattoes 
were not entitled to vote in the State of Ohio, 


although they had more white blood than | 


black blood in their veins, and ousted the sit- 
ting member and put in the contestant. 

Now, sir, you might with just as much rea- 
son interpose and by the armed force of this 
Government turn out that member who was 
seated by the senate of Ohio and put back the 
man who was ousted by the vote of that body. 

Mr. DRAKE, Will the honorable Senator 
from Ohio allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. THURMAN. With great pleasure. 

Mc. DRAKE. I should like to know of the 
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sents on the floor of this Senate ever attempt. 
to secede from the Union or levy war Kea 
the United States; and if it did not I y 
like to inquire whether the Senator recogni». 
no difference at all between Ohio, loyal to ;),.. 
Union all the time, and one of the States in |, 
South that attempted to secede and waged w, 
against the Union? ‘el 

Mr. THURMAN. Oh, Mr. President, tha: 
may answer very well for my friend from Mjx 
souri to say to his people out there on the banks 
of that muddy stream, but it will not do here 
in the Senate of the United States. He may 
go up one of the branches of the Missouri a), 
say that, and, I have no doubt, affect his ay. 
dience sensibly, but it will not do here. [ hay, 
heard this doctrine of State suicide ; I do yo 
believe in it; and that shall be a brief angwe, 
to the Senator. 

I have already pointed out that upon you; 
reconstruction laws Georgia was a State in the 
Union. I do not give any additional force t, 
her claim because she complied with your y, 


ainst 


li 
Ould 


| construction laws. I do not believe she was 


ever out of the Union. I do not believe a word 
of what the majority of the Senate believe, tq; 
she had no legal civil government when th, 
war was at an end; she had a complete State 
government then, complete in all respects 

Why, sir, cannot a government exist withou: 
oflices? Can there not be a constitution in fore, 
though every officer were to die to-morrow 

Can there not be a State with a constitution 
though all the members of her Legislatur, 
should resign and all her public officers shoul 
resign? 

If the officers in these States were rebe| 
there wasa remedy for that, and that was to pu: 
in men who were not rebels. If they wer 
disqualified by treason there was a remedy for 
that: to indict and punish them for treason 
and fill their places with men who were com 
petent to hold the offices. If there were pro- 
visions in their constitutions then that recog- 
nized the confederate States of America they 
were simply null and void, as the Supreme 
Conrt of the United States decided in the case 
of Texas vs. White at its last session. As that 
court decided, the State of Texas was in the 
Union from the time she was admitted, ani 
never was out of it for a single moment; an 
if her government was for the time being 
vacant of its offices because the officers ha‘ 
fled all that was necessary to restore her to hier 
relations was to put loyal men in their place: 
and the work was accomplished. As the court 
said, too, in that case, everything that they 
might have interpolated ixto their constitutio: 
binding the officers to swear allegiance to th 
confederate States was null and void; but | 
will say by the way that they never did that. 
There was not a southern constitution which 
admitted there was such a thing due as alle- 
giance to the confederate States of America. 
‘The only allegiance they admitted was State 
allegiance ; the only oath they took was an oath 
of allegiance to the State, with perhaps an oath 
to support the constitution of the confederate 
States, but not an oath of allegiance toit. A| 
these provisions in their constitutions the Su- 
preme Court has held were absolutely null an¢ 
void. Strike them out of the State constitu- 


| tions of the confederate States as they stood at 


the end of the war, and under the Constitu: 
tion of the United States of America they are 
just as perfect State constitutions as they were 
before the civil war began. 

There never was a greater fiction in the 
world than to say, as President Johnson said— 
one of the things for which the Democratic 
party of Ohio never ceased to condemn him— 
that there were no such things as valid State 
governments in those States. There was 
not oneof them but had a valid State govern: 
ment, with all its departments, judicial, leg's- 
lative, executive. Every one of them had 
it, and I repeat if there was anything in their 
constitutions repugnant to the Constitution of 
the United States that by the very terms 0! 
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ae che Constitution of the United States was null || onee disgraced that State has ceased and she | tlemen who are intended to be dealt with by 

wo nd void. But I was not going to argue that || has become a State of lawand order.’ Dothe | this statute have had some considerable expe 

Nixes eonosition. ‘That is far-reaching; that goes || same thing with Georgia, keep your hands off, | rience in taking oaths heretofore, and that it 


} 


to t ‘the validity of all your reconstruction acts. 


let her alone, and her people will from an inev- 
t Lsetout to say was thatif it be admitted 


the statute compels them simply to swear that 
itable necessity of self- preservation, that neces- 


ieah Whe they have not rendered voluntary aid they wil! 
ed wa shat your reconstruction acts were legal, con- || sity which compels in the end every community | construe the meaning of that word themsely: 
itutional, valid in all respects, Georgia com- || to preserveand maintain lawandorder, become | and hold that the pressure of public sentimen 
t, tha: »lied with every one of them, with every requi- || as orderly as any State in this Union. compelled them to go with their State into th: 
n Mic “tion contained in them, as your own President But there are outrages forsooth! Can you | rebellion, and therefore they rendered involun 
banks admits, as the chairman of the Judiciary Com- || take up a paperthatis not full of them? Here || tary sapport by joining the army, involuntary 


> hers mittee has completely demonstrated in a paper || is the great State of Pennsylvania, one of the | because they would have been hanged by a mo! 


@ may hefore the Senate. Georgia complied with || most orderly States of the Union, a State in if they had not joined the army. For the pur 

ri an every one of their requisitions and was entitled || which religion, intelligence, and education are | pose of punishing every man who served in the 
is an to representation in Congress, and was actually || to be found as widely diffused, as well observed | army, thatis,excluding him from this place, that 
L hav. represented in the Fortieth Congress in the |} as in any State of the Union; what horrid | word ‘“‘involuntary’’ is necessary, and it was 
do not House of Representatives until the end of that || murders have shocked our ears within the last | put there from design. They can be relieved, 
nswer (Congress; and therefore what you find fault || few months even in that old State? Here is of course, by act of Congress. 

with is not that Georgia has violated any of || my own State of Ohio that sets herself up as a Mr. ROBERTSON. I would sayto the hon 

1 your vour reconstruction acts; not that she has vio- || model, where you are never out of sight of a orable Senator from Wisconsin that the Union 
in th lated the fourteenth amendment of the Consti- || common school house and seldom out of sight | men of the South had the same relation to this 


ree { tution; not that she has not complied with || of the spire of a church, which boasts that she | word ‘‘involuntary’’ in the rebellion of the 


ur every requisition you have made of her; but || pays $6,000,000 every year for the support of | southern States that my Democratic friends 
@ Was that her Legislature have misinterpreted her }} common schools; and yet the calendars of her | now have to the passage of this bill. They are 


LWord own State constitution. If you can turn out |} courts are loaded down with indictments for || opposed to the passage of the bill, but they have 


e, that the Legislature of Georgia for that you can || homicide. Does not every Senator know it? || to submit to it. The Union men of the South 
an the turn the Legislature of Massachusetts out and || Does not every Senator feel it? Does not | bore the same relation to the word * involun- 
Stat put in any men you please in their stead; you || every Senator feel how utterly flimsy this thing _ tary’’ in regard to the rebellion that my Dem- 
pects can do it with Ohio; you can do it with Indi- || is to talk about the General Government with- | ocratic friends bear to this bill; and Lhope the 
ithou ana; you can do it with any State with just as || out being called upon by the Executive of a | Senator from Wisconsin will consent to hav 
1 fore, much reason as you do it with Georgia. | State, without being called upon by the Legis- | the word stricken out. 

rrow Now, sir, I dismiss that; but there is one || lature of a State, intruding into that State, Mr. CASSERLY. It seems to me—and | 
tution thing more said. ‘The very able Senator from || overturning its State government, subjecting |, beg my friend, the Senator from Wisconsin, to 
latur Vermont [Mr. Epmunps] put this upon a || its people to military law under the pretence ot | favor me with his consideration in what I am 


ground which to his mind furnishes a justifica- 
tion for this bill, and that is that there are out- 
rages in Georgia, that there are murders com- 


maintaining civilorder? No, Mr. President, no. 

Let Senators think as they will, let them be- 
lieve as they will—and it is not for me to doubt 
the sincerity of their motives at all—you cannot 


going to say—that his argument if good for 
anything is good for this, that a'l test-oaths are 
useless to try the consciences of men—a prop 


to put mitted there; and the Senator from Nevada 


osition to which I heartily agree, a propositior 
wer (Mr. Nye] who spoke to-night with so much 


yrevent the people of this country, you cannot | which is the lesson of all history. ‘hey are 
} peo} ys 7 ) 


dy fo humor reiterates the same cry. Why, good || prevent history from declaring, as the people | miserable devices any way ; and, as all such 
aso heavens, if Congress can interfere in a State || will ultimately believe, that your sole object in | things should do, they utterly fail ofaccomplish- 
com without being called upon by its Legislature || passing this bill is to secure the ratification of | ing the desired object. His argument, ther 
2 pro- or its Executive, as is provided in the Consti- || the fifteenth amendment, which without the | fore, that this oath was intended by this par 
ecog- tution, to repress crime; if the bare existence || vote of Georgiacannot beratified, and to secure | ticular language to coverthe case of a set of m« 

. they of crime in a State, the bare existence of law- || in the seats of this body two Radical Senators || who, as he says, are experts in taking oath 
prem lessness in a State, is to justify Congress in || instead of those who are already elected. It is | with a reserved meaning, isa reason for rejec 

@ cast interposing without any call of the Governor, || not for me to charge you with that, but unless || ing anyoath. Itis not a reason, | respectful 
Ls that without any call of the Legislature, without any || I am the most deceived man in the world that || suggest to himas a lawyer, as amember of! t! 

in. the such call as the Constitution of the Union pro- || is what history will record as the motive of this | body, and as a man of natural humanity—it 

d, ar vides, I ask you of what earthly use are the || day’s action. I wipe my hands of it, sir; I | not a reason for leaving in the body of the | 

5 al State constitutions at all or the State govern- || will have no part orlot in anysuch thing; and | language which leads to this inevitable r 

bein ments at all? though my opposition may be as feeble as my | that every man, however innocent of any pu 
‘3 ha Think of the Senator from Nevada talking || argument mayseem to you and as my weakness | pose or any desire to aid in the war against tl 
to h about outrages and murders being a ground of || is conscious to myself, [ at least have the satis- | Federal Government, who remained within th: 
plac congressional interference! Why, sir, I had || faction of saying that I raised my voice against | territory of the confederate States, and w! 
‘eourt the pleasure of passing through 2 part of his || this great wrong. under any pressure whatever paid taxes, for 
th State last summer, and [ heard of scarcely any- Mr. CASSEHRLY. Mr. President, [rise for | instance, or turned out forage or food under 
tutio! thing else but of murders, and in that part of || information, merely to inquire what isnowthe | the actual presence and menace of a_ bod; 
to th his State which I did pass through gambling || condition of the bill and the amendments. I | of armed soldiers, would be disqualified and 
but | seemed to be the chief industry, and the pistol || understood the Senator from Indiana to an- punished under this bill. Is that intended” 
that. the chief means of enforcing *‘ Stand and de- || nounce that he had withdrawn hisamendment. | Is there anybody with a spark of humanity 
vhich liver.’’ In proportion to its population I be- The VICE PRESIDENT. Thelastamend- | who is willing to say deliberately that it oug! 
alle lieve, without meaning to be offensive to that || ment. His first amendment in regard to the | to be a law of the United States in this day 
erica. State—I disclaim any such thing as that—— ratification of the fifteenth article was adopted; | of the Christian era—that men who are not on! 
State Mr. STEWART. I think the Senator from || the other amendment was withdrawn. innocent of any evil intent, but whothemselv« 
oath Ohio is now doing Nevada great injustice, be- Mr. CASSERLY. Is it in order now to offer | the victims of a force which in their hearts they 
| oath cause I do not think there is a State in the || any amendment to the original bill? detested, were compelled to submit to a course 
lerat’ Union where the laws are better enforced for || ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir; tothe | of action which they would gladly have escape 


Al the protection of life and property than Ne- || bill printed in italics, which was substituted for |, from, areto be punished by an act of this Con- 


of outlaws followed the construction of that 
road into Wyoming and Utah Territories. In 
Nevada, of course, as in all other new Terri- 
tories, when we commenced there was more or 
less violence. That is always the case in new 
mining countries to a certain extent, but the 
people of Nevada have succeeded in maintain- 
Ing law and order as well as any new State or 
lerritory in the United States ever did. 

_ Mr. THURMAN. I am very glad to hear 
it, and if you will let Georgia do what Nevada 
has done, take care of herself, you will have 
lawand order there. You would not have had 
80 much law and order in Nevada if this Gov- 
ernment had sent its troops there to enforce 
law and order by drum-head courts-martial— 


untary.”’ 


| deliberately to remain in the bill. 


| ployed on page 6, line nineteen of the second 
| section, that appears to have got there hy 


I refer to the words *‘ or invol- 
rhe language is ‘‘ rendered volun- 
tary or involuntary support or aid to any 


inadvertence. 


| insurrection or rebellion against the United 


States.’’ It seems to me that the words ‘‘ or 
involuntary’’ never could have been meant 
I move to 
strike them out. I suppose the Senator from 
Indiana will agree to that. 

Mr. MORTON. I think the words ought to 


be stricken out. 


Mr. CASSERLY. 


I presume the Senator 


| from Wisconsin also will agree to the amend- 


ment. 


1e Su- vada. The stories he has heard were along || the original bill by the consent of the Senate. gress without the slightest fault of theirs? That 
1 and the line of the Union Pacific railroad. A band |} Mr. CASSERLY. There is language em- | cannot be meant. I move my amendment for 


the consideration of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
of the Senator from California is pending. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I suggest to the Sen 
ator from California, as he is upon a legal erit 
icism of this section, if he were to omit the 
words ‘‘ voluntary orinvolantary’’ entirely fro: 
the section it would then read : 

Or gave aid or comfort to its enemies, or re! 
support or aid to any insurrection or rebellior 

The words ‘‘ voluntary or involuntary ”’ 
put there merely to explain to the man who 
taking the oath what is the nature of the oal 
he is taking, it being the object of this bill un 
doubfedly to exclude the men who were in that 
condition. 


If he simply swears this oath that 


on of ‘courts organized to convict.’’ It is because || Mr.CARPENTER. I will sayin regard to | he has never rendered support, that means any 
is of the people of Nevada were left to themselves || that word in the section that it is not there by | kind of support, or support under any circum- 


that that reign of terror and of outrage which |! any accident. It is understood that the gen- | stances. Jhe words ‘* voluntary or involun- 
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tary’’ merely apprise the man who is to take 
the oath of what be swears. ; 

Mr. SAWYER. I hope those words will be 
stricken out, for in my opinion they would ren- 
der ineligible not merely ninety-nine hun- 


dredths, but nine bhandred and ninety-nine | 
thousandths of all the men of arms- bearing age 


in the State of Georgia. I remember very dis- 
tinetly the occasion when I was taken by a cor- 
poral’s guard from my usual avocation and 
placed in what was known as the home guard, 
having systematically disregarded every call, 
every order issued by the military authorities 
to report forduty. Only when force was used, 
when resistance would have been useless, did 
| yield to the pressure. There are hundreds, 
not to say thousands of men in the State of 
Gcorgia who were subjected to precisely that 
pressure. I would add wherever a phrase of 
this kind oceurs the word ‘ voluntary”’ or 
‘* voluntarily ;’’ and I had written aud have on 
my table four several amendments to this sec 
tion, one of which was precisely the one offered 
by the Senator from California, and which | 
conceive is absolutely necessary to make this 
section effective and have anybody in the State 
of Georgia who was of the arms-bearing age 
during the rebellion eligible for State oflices 
under this bill. The seventeenth, eighteenth, 
nineteenth, and twenty-first lines of this section 
all have the same feature. Inthe seventeenth 
line, after the word ‘‘ thereafter’? I would 
insert the word ‘ voluntarily ;”’ 
eenth line, after the word ‘ gave’’ I would 
insertthe word ‘‘ voluntary ;”’ in the nineteenth 
line [ would strike out the two words indicated 


by the Senator from California; and in the || 


twenty-first line, after the word ‘‘any’’ and 
before the word ‘‘support’’ I would insert the 
word ‘‘ yoluntary.’’ 

I agree entirely with the honorable Senator 
from California that because there are men in 
the State of Georgia who are expert in taking 
oaths and who would say they were forced into 
the rebellion, &c., that is no reason why the 
Congress of the United States should say that 
there are no honest men in Georgia who were 
loreed into the rebellion, and it is no reason 
why we should exclude them from participation 
in the government there. i 


forced me into the rebellion took involuntary 


part in that rebellion, the men who paid their || 
taxes on property which was visible and which | 


could not be concealed from taxation, however 
unwillingly they may have paid them, however 
often they may have prayed for the success of 


the national cause, ought not to be excluded | 
from participation in this government by these | 


means. Indeed, sir, I see hardly anybody in 
Georgia except those who have been fortunate 


or unfortunate enough to move there since the | 


war closed, who could take part in the govern- 
inent under this section. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


on the amendment proposed by the Senator 


from California, to strike out the words **or | 
nineteenth line of the | 


involuntary’? in the 
second section. 

Mr. SAWYER. I will offer the amendments 
that I have suggested, 

Mr. CASSERLY. I have no objection, if 
the Chair will allow me, to accept the amend- 


nents suggested by the Senator from South | 


Carolina, one of which I had intended to offer 
next afler the one which I have offered. | 
supposed they should be offered singly. 

[he VICE PRESIDENT. That would be 


the parliamentary method. 


Mr. CASSERLY. Then the first one which | 


i move is tostrike outthe words ‘* or involun- 
tary’’ in the nineteenth line on the sixth page. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is now 
pending. 

Mr. CASSERLY. 
nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. DRAKE. T ask that the section be 
reported with the amendment. 


in the eight- | 


The men in Georgia | 
who under circumstances similar to those which | 


The question is | 


I ask for the yeas and | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
will report it. 
vote will settle the question on all these propo- 
sitions, the Secretary will read the section as 
it will read on the suggestion of the Senator 
from California and the Senator from South 
Carolina, should they be adopted. 

Mr. DRAKE. How will it read then? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The oath con- 


| tained in the section will now be read as it will 


stand with the five amendments proposed. 

The Secretary read as follows : 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the caso may be) 
that I have never held the oflice, or exercised the 
duties of a Senator or Representative in Congress, 
nor been a member of the Legislature of any State 
of the United States, nor held any civil office created 


| by law for the administration of any general law of 
| a State, or for the administration of justice in any 
| State orunder the laws of the United States, norheld 


any office in the military ornaval service of the United | 


States and thereatter voluntarily engaged in insur- 
rection or rebellion against the United States, or gave 


| voluntary aid or comfort to its enemies, or rendered 
| voluntary support or aid to any insurrection or rebel- 


| the word *‘ voluntary ”’ 


lion against the United States, nor held any office 
under, or given any voluntary support to any gov- 


| 





ernment of any kind organized or acting in hostility | 


tothe United States or levying war against the United 
States, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
on the amendment, which is to insert the word 
‘* voluntarily ’’ in the seventeenth line, to insert 
in the eighteenth and 
twenty-first lines, and to strike out the words 


| ** or involuntary’’ in the nineteenth line, 








| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
} 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I ask if it would be in 
order to amend the amendment ? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It would be. It 
is now quite complex, but it would be in order 
to amend the words proposed to be inserted 
or to add to them. 

Mr. HOWARD, I wish to suggest to the 
Senator from Wisconsin who has this bill in 


charge that he might accomplish his object, I | 


think, by simply changing the phraseology, 
striking out the words ‘* voluntary or involun- 
tary’’ and inserting in their place the words 
‘*except by means of direct force ;’’ so that it 
will read : 

Or gave aid or comfort to its enemies, or rendered, 
except by means of direct force, support or aid, to 
any insurrection, &e. 

Mr. CARPENTER, 
cerned | should be willing to accept that. I 
wish to say, however, that [am about the only 
Senator who has not charge of this bill. 

Mr. HOWARD. I think that language would 
be better. 

Mr. SAWYER. I wish to say one word 
further in reference to this subject. I hear 
about me that if these words are put in it is of 


no use to pass the bill; and it has been sug- | 


gested by a friend at my elbow that they can 
get negroes enough to make the Legislature 
of Georgia. Let me say if these words are 


retained here you cannot find negroes enough | 
in the State of Georgia who can read and write | 


who can do it, and for this reason: the planters 
during the rebellion were regularly levied upon 
for their slaves to go to work on the fortifica- 
tions, and they rendered precisely the same 
kind of aid that I rendered under the circum- 


| stances to which I have alluded, and which 
|| thousands, indeed every man who lived in that 
| section of country of arms-bearing age was 


obliged to render. The negroes helped to 
defend ort Sumter. Thousands of them would 
be embraced in this provision, I am not ready 
to assume that all the people of the State of 
Georgia who were not on our side, are willing 
to swear falsely. Ido not believe that by put- 
ting in these words we do anything which will 
imperil the results which we wish to attain. I 
think, on the other hand, that the leaving out 
of the word ‘‘voluntary,’’ as has been sug- 
gested, will render it an impossibility to get a 
Legislature in Georgia. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I should like to ask 
the gentleman from South Carolina if in his 
State previous to the war many negroes held 
civil office? This act only applies to those 
persons who held office before the war; and I 


As far as Iam con- | 


‘The question is | 
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understand it would not reach many negro. 
in South Carolina. —— 
Mr. SAWYER. That is true. I was 9, 
showing how universal the aid was that y.. 
given to the rebellion. Whether aman Woald 
or would not give it it was an impossibility ¢,, 
a man of the arms-bearing age to live j,; | 
community without being obliged to render 4; 
to the rebellion, voluntary or involuntary. _ 
Mr. STEWART. The bill will not be op, 
for anything if that amendment should 


adopted. 


Mr. CASSERLY. If it is in order to gay 
word I should like to do it. I must say] wa. 
not prepared for the opposition which 4), 
amendment has elicited. [supposed the ]qy 
yers in this body at least would understay, 
what I regard as the enormity of attempting 
legislate into a crime an act where the crimiy, 
intent is of necessity totally wanting. ‘{, 
had a law of treason in England deformed \) 
monstrosities in every line, and there they hy 
something of this kind, where a man coul( |, 
tried, found guilty, and beheaded for acts whi 
were wholly involuntary on his part; but then 
never was any such law in the United States: 
there is not any such now in England, ani 
there ought not to be any such law in aij 
Christian country. I repeat, Mr. Presiden, 
if this bill shall stand as it is written the effec, 
of it will be to make an act criminal in the 
total absence of any possible criminal intent. 
It may be true that you cannot draw a Jaw 
which a bad man will notevade. Thatis prob 
ably true, especially as to these political oaths. 
You cannot draw an oath which a bad man wi!| 
not evade ; but it is equally true that for that 
reason you have no sort of right to propose an 
oath which is an oppression and injustice and 
a cruelty to thousands of innocent people. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Cali- 
fornia, as amended by the Senator from Sout’: 


| Carolina, upon which the yeas and nays have 


| allow us to vote. 


been ordered. 

Mr. STEWART. This does not appear to 
be understood, Mr. President. 

Mr. SUMNER. I appeal to my friend to 
I think we can vote it down. 

Mr. STEWART. All right. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 22; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Bayard, Buck- 
ingham, Casserly, Cragin, Davis, Drake, Towle, 
Hamilton, Hamlin, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, 
Norton, Pratt, Robertson, Ross, Saulsbury, Sawyer, 
Schurz, Scott, Sherman, Spencer, Stockton, Thur 
man, Vickers, Warner, Willey, and Williams—2. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brownlow, Carpenter, Cattell, 
Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Edmunds, Fen- 
ton, Gilbert, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Morrill of 
Vermont, Osborn, Patterson, Ramsey, Rice, Stewart, 
Sumner. Thayer, and Wilson—22. ; 

ABSENT — Messrs. Boreman, Cameron, [erry, 
Howe, Kellogg, McCreery, Morton, Nye, Pomeroy, 
Pool, Sprague, Tipton, ‘Trumbull, and Yates—li. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWARD. I should like to have that 
amendment reported as it stands. I do not 
think it is well understood. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the clause as amended. 

The Cuter Cuerx. The portion of the second 
section just amended reads: 

Nor held any office in the military or naval service 
of the United States, and thereafter voluntarily en- 
gaged in insurrection or rebellion against the United 
States, or gave voluntary aid or comfort to its ene- 
mies, or rendered voluntary, support or. aid to an) 
insurrection or rebellion against the United States, 
nor held any oflice under or given any voluntary 
support to any government of any kind organize: 
or acting in hostility to the United States, or waging 
war against the United States, &e. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I move to amend secticn 
seven by inserting before the word ‘‘provis- 
ions,’’ in line five, the word ‘‘preceding.”’ | 
ask that the section be read as it will stand ii 
thus amended. 

The Secretary read as follows : 


That upon the application of the Governor 0! 
Georgia the President of the United States shail em- 
Ror such military or naval forces of the United 
States as may be necessary to enforce and execute 
the preceding provisions of this act. 
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Mr. WILLIAMS. I move the amendment 
that this section may not apply to that part 
¢ the bill which requires the Legislature to 
ify the fifteenth amendment to the Consti- 
anda of the United States. 
sbody desires that the President should em- 
‘oy the military to compel the Legislature to 
iy that ; but by inserting the word ‘‘preceding”’ 
he section will apply then to the previous 
wrovisions and not to that. 
‘Mr. CARPENTER. I was about to move 
-amend the section by adding to it the words 
“jn relation to the reorganization of the Legis- 
ture. ‘Tbe amendment proposed by the 
senator amounts to the same thing. This pecu- 
‘arity of the bill, or what strikes the Senator 
as peculiar, is rendered peculiar by the amend- 
ment which has been put on the bill by the 
ote of the Senate. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. 
Mr. CARPENTER. 


lo now adjourn. 


It is so. 
I move that the Senate 


if 


|| of staying or going. 


and the wishes of the Senate upon the question 
It was not assumed by 


| any member upon the Judiciary Committee nor 


I presume that || 
| effect to adjourn the Senate. 


by myself, its humblest member, that making 
this motion would by any means have the 
It would, how- 


| ever, absolve us from the responsibility of 


keeping the Senate here any later if they did 
not choose to stay. The motion being made 
submits the whole question to the Senate; and 
if the Senate are of the same opinion with the 
Senator from Missouri, of course the Senate 
will not adjourn, and no particular injury will 
be done that [ am aware of. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. [hope thatthe Senate will 


| not adjourn, and I was surprised to hear the 
Senator who has charge of this bill and who 
| has invited us to stay and assist in its passage 


Mr. SUMNER. Letusadjourn until Monday. |} 


Mr. CARPENTER. I will make the motion 
‘o adjourn until Monday next. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator 

‘om Wisconsin withdraws his motion that the 
Senate do now adjourn, and moves that when 
he Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet 
n Monday next. 

[he question being put, it was declared that 
the motion appeared to be agreed to ; and a 
division was called for. 

Mr. DRAKE. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

[he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President—— 

Mr. SUMNER. Is the question debatable ? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The motion to 
fix a time for the adjournment is debatable to a 
limited extent. 

Mr. DRAKE. 
lerstand this. 
ifter midnight for the purpose of passing this 
ill, and because a majority of those who are 
iere in the Senate have seen fit to put an 
imendment on the bill there is a movement 
vade to adjourn the Senate at this time, and to 
adjourn it over until Monday so as to strike 


Mr. President, I do not un- | 
We have been kept here until | 


this bill dead. I do not understand this course, | 


and I do not understand why I, as a Senator 


here, am to be treated in this way, that we are | 
to be asked to stay here and pass a bill, and | 


then because the majority choose to put on an 
amendment to it, we are to have a motion 
started to adjourn. 


Now, sir, | beg leave to say that the State | 


of Georgia may stay out of the Union for twenty || 


years before I will consent here to disqualify a 
man for position there who was compelled to 
render aid io the rebellion and never rendered 


it voluntarily ; and if because the majority of | 


the Senate take that view of the matter and | 
amend this bill the session of the Senate is to | 


be broken up to-night and the passage of the | 


bill endangered, I should like to know it. I 
want to pass the bill; 1 want Georgia put in a 
condition where her loyal people can hold the 
dominion of the State, and I do not wish to be 
kept here until after midnight and then have 
the Senate break up and adjourn overa whole 
legislative day, till the beginning of next week, 
just because an amendment has been put in 
which the Judiciary Committee do not wish to 
be put in, Sir, [ object to that sort of treat- 


ment; I object to an adjournment over until | 


Monday ; and I object to any adjournment to- 
night until we act on this bill finally. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I trust that the learned 
and amiable Senator from Missouri will not get 
into any unnecessary excitement on this sub- 
ject. It being after midnight, and it perhaps 
being understood that the friends of this bill 
were continuing this session, we having been 
applied to by several members before to con- 
sent toa motion to adjourn, and the friends 
of the bill, believing that the bill in its present 
‘orm would be of no particular account if it 
was passed, thought it was due to themselves 
and the Senate that they should take the views 


| rial respect injuring the bill. 


make the motion at this time. 

Now, there is a difference of opinion as to 
the effect of the amendment which has been 
adopted on the motion of the Senator from 
California. I do not regard it as in any mate- 
According to the 
provisions of this bill as it now stands it will 
be the duty of the Governor to reassemble the 
Legislature—every member will be reseated, 
the Legislature will stand as it did before any 
of the members were expelled. There will be 


| a perfect Legislature; and then we have re- 








| to the Constitution. 


quired them to ratify the fifteenth amendment | 
Now, it is possible that 
some individual members might be kept out of 


| the Legislature if the amendment had not been 
| adopted, but I shall be content if the Legisla- 


ture is restored to the condition in which it 
was at the time the colored members were 
expelled and they proceed and ratify the fif- 
teenth amendment and elect their Senators to 
Congress. I shall be satisfied, then with the 
proceedings of that Legislature, and it is folly 
for us by any means, by any legislation, or by 
prescribing any oaths, to try to keep men out 
of the legislative bodies of the southern States 
who have been connected with the rebellion. 
Itis in vain to make the attempt. All that we 
can do is to protect all people there in their 
rights, give them equal political rights and 
insist that they shall comply with the terms and 
conditions that we prescribe. 

I hope now that we shall take a vote. We 
are ready to vote on the bill as I understand ; 
discussion has ceased. We may passit. If 
the House of Representatives should not agree 
to the amendment we have proposed, it is pos- 
sible the Senate may recede. It does not neces- 
sarily follow that this will be a part of the bill 
because it has been agreed to here. Let the 
Senate get through with the bill, let it go to 
the House of Representatives, and then it may 
upon further reflection be modified or changed 
so as to suit the wishes of the gentlemen who 
have charge of it. 

Mr. STEWART. I was about to make an 
explanation, atter which I think, when we come 
into the Senate and another vote is had on this 
proposition, it may be better understood. I 
do not think Senators understood this section 
of the bill when they voted as they did on the 
ainendment of the Senator from California. In 
the first place it was assumed that it applied to 
everybody who was to be reseated in the Legis- 
lature; that is that all of them were to take this 
oath declaring that they had not given aid of 
any kind to the rebellion. 

Mr. CASSERLY. TheSenator from Nevada 
will allow me to inquire of the Chair whether 
it is in order to debate what was understood 
about a bill or amendment after it has passed ? 

Mr. STEWART. I want to make this ex- 
planation—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill is be- 
fore the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, 
and a motion is made that when the Senate 
adjourns to-day it adjourn to meeton Monday 
next; and by the ruling of this body differing 
from the ruling in the other it has been held | 
that that motion is debatable. A motion to | 
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made at any time. That would take us 
twelve o'clock on Saturday. 

Mr. CASSERLY. My point was not that 
as to which I understood the President's ruling 
distinetly ™ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It has been the 
uniform ruling of the Senate that a motion to 
adjourn over is debatable. 

Mr. CASSERLY. But when a question has 
been once decided can a Senator rise in his 
place and discuss whether those who voted on 
it understood it and proceed to explain it? 

Mr. STEWART. We can vote on it again 
in the Senate. 

Mr. CASSERLY. 
not sooner. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill is now 
in Committee of the Whole and the amend- 
ment may be voted upon again in the Senate. 

Mr.STEWART. If Lhad made this explan- 
ation a little while ago I do not believe the 
vote would have been the same that it was, 
because I know several Senators who voted 
under misapprehension. In the first place, it 
was assumed that this was an oath to be admin- 
istered to all members of the Legislature ; it 
was assumed that it applied to all the parties 
who were to be sworn in. Now the oath only 
applies to those who held office before the war. 
None of the colored men held office, and very 
few of the white men who were in that Legis- 
lature. Some fifteen or twenty of the whites, 
or at any rate not more than thirty at the 
outside, held office. 

Of that number some eight or ten have already 
had their disabilities removed, so that it only 
applies to a few who held office before the 


“ny 
tii 





When it is back there; 


| rebellion and participated in the rebellion and 


who have been manipulating that Legislature. 
[t is not requiring too much to apply this oath 
to those who held office previous to the war and 


| subsequently gave any kind of aid to the rebel- 


lion, applying it only to that small class of men 
who have acted so badly and made all this 
trouble. Iam prepared to believe almost any- 
thing of men who obtained seats by an arrange 
ment with the colored men that all those elected 


| should have their seats, and by which they got 
‘the vote of the colored men as they did under 


an understanding that all should have their 
seats, and after they had got their own seats 
turned round and expelled those colored men. 
They themselves were disqualified, and having 
got their seats by the vote of the colored men 


| in the beginning they turned around and voted 


the colored men out—the most treacherous thing 
onrecord. Thereareonlyafewofthem. They 


| manipulated the whole thing; and I say whether 


| Stage. 


they gave voluntary or involuntary aid to the 
rebellion, if they gave aid at all we should 
apply the oath to them in the strongest terms, 
just as stringent as the constitutional amend- 
ment is, certainly. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Nevada will suspend. The Chair, upon reflec- 
tion, is satisfied that the point made by the 
Senator from California is correct at the present 
When this bill is reported by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole to the Senate it will be 


‘again open for discussion, but the amendment 


now under debate having been agreed to, unles: 
a motion to reconsider is made it is not subject 
to discussion until the committee has reported 
to the Senate; it will then be open for debae 


again. 
Mr. STEWART. 1 am through. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘Lhe question 


now is on the motion of the Senator from W is- 
consin, that when the Senate adjourns to-day 
it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. POMEROY. I think I can make 
suggestion that will be satisfactory to the com 
mitteeand perhapstothe majority of the Senate, 
and that is that it will bein order when the bil! 
shall be reported to the Senate for the Senator 
from Michigan to move the amendment he in 
dicated, and that amendment I think is satis- 
factory to the committee and to the majority 


adjourn simply is not debatable ; that can be |! of the Senate. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The yeas and Mr. CASSERLY. Thesection is Objection- this amendment, and wil! endeavor to Profit hy \ 
nays have been ordered on the motion of the | able because it imposes on the President abso- the admonition which the honorable lene: . Mr. 
Senator from Wisconsin. lutely an obligation to do whatever the Gov- from Wisconsin rave me a while ago not a ; on 

Mr. CARPENTER. 1 desire to have this | ernor of Georgia asks for, Many men might excited. I cannot conceive of any ee on 
matter perfectly understood so far as lam per- be willing, even among those who did not — stances whatever which can justify us in “toe men” 


1! . ‘ ‘ . : we . ny mal 
sonally coneerned,. | judge from the remarks support General Grant and do not support lating disqualifications upon any man for havin aah 
which fell from the Senator from Oregon that | him now, to trust to him this great power, while given involuntary aid to the rebellion, 7),° oF 2 
iny motion to adjourn wasunusual underthecir- | few might be willing to trust it to the Governor whole southern States are full of thousands ay a 








cumstances. I trust, however, thattheSenate | of Georgia; yet practically that isthe result of tens of thousands of men who in some a. ee 
will not deem me so weak as to entertain any the section as it stands. | propose to amend = other gave involuntary aid to the rebellion = or 
feelings of displeasure much less anger at any _ it by striking out the word ‘ shall’’ and insert- Mr. STEWART. I should like to ask salad 
vole of the Senate upon any subject. The ing ‘* may at his discretion.” It seems to me Senator from Missouri how many men ti . se it 
object of my motion was to take the sense of | all that is required, all that anybody can ask are who held office and gave voluntary ne i “a 
the Senate upon adjourning, and thus clear | for—because [ trust no member deliberately voluntary aid to the rebellion and subse; Bent! title | 
myself of the responsibility of detaining the | proposes to himself to make this bill a weapon revolutionized the Legislature by women : the yore 
riends of this bill any further, if they were | of irritation and oppression—is that whenever if they could get their seats they would = oe 
disposed to adjourn. the Governor of Georgia makes an application — the colored men to hold their seats, and a ae in 
Mr. STEWART. I suggest to my friend | the President shall have the right to look into it, got their own seats, expelled the colored mens na 
from Wisconsin that it would be better to with- | examine the facts for himself, and then in his There is a little brood of fifteen or twenty a eke 
draw this motion. | good judgment determine whether he will em- who did that, and this applies to them. ~ at 
Mr. CARPENTER. I made the motion ploy the naval or military forces, and if so what Mr. DRAKE. I would say in reply to tha: me 
because I was requested to do so, and I with- | number. There ought to be no objection to that the men who would engage io that ar an f 
draw it for the same reason. that, and I propose it as an amendment. of work are the very men who must have rn of whi 
The VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no Mr. CARPENTER, I will suggest to the voluntary aid to the rebellion and occ eS : . vol 
objection the motion will be withdrawn. The | Senator from California that to accomplish his gould not take the oath as amended. I Fr a 
yeas and nays having been ordered upon itit | purpose he must amend the Constitution of — wish to be placed before the country in th. ce ae 
cannot be withdrawn except bythe consent of | the United States, which provides, without attitude of having directly or indirectly om 2 ail 
the Senate, The Chair hears no objection, leaving him any discretion, that the President sented in any way whatever to the imposition vate h 
und the motion is withdrawn. The pending | shall take care to execute the laws passed by of disqualifications upon men for involuntary and a 
question is on the amendment of the Senator Congress. aid to the rebellion ; and were you to pass a bi an * 
irom Oregon, to insert the word “ preceding ”’ Mr. CASSERLY. | suppose the Senator with the word ‘* involuntary”? in it, the shahens wihede 
efore the word ‘‘ provisions’? in the fifth line from W isconsin will not differ from me whenI | would be Tung on that word throughout the oblige 
of the seventh section. say that his suggesition 18 precisely the reason | whole United States of America, and the Sey him w 
(he amendment was agreed to. why I waut to alter this bill, because if the | ate and the Congress that passed it would } which 
Mr. POMEROY. I desire to make a slight President were not under any obligation to charged with a degree and extent of tyrann) have 1 
amendment in the eighth line of the fourth obey it it would not be very important how it not heretofore known in this country. Now, is the 
section. ‘That section provides that the Legis- | was worded. 3 sir, just to fit the case of a few, a small num Mr. 
‘ature shall be reorganized. It says that they Mr. W ILLIAMS. Will the Senator allow _ ber in the Georgia Legislature, we are to pu! opinic 
hall proceed ‘to reorganize said senate and | me to suggest to him that the section provides upon the statute-books of the United States » any cé 
louse Of representatives respectively by the | that the President is only to employ such forces provision which does impose political disquali used i 
election of the proper oflicers of each house.’’ || as are necessary to enforce this law? Of course fications upon men for having given in volun has n 
| move to insert after the word “election’’ the | he is to judge of the force necessary. tary aid to the rebellion. imply’ 
words ‘‘and qualification.’’ I do it because | Mr. CASSERLY. That still leaves the mat- Mr. President, I cannot for one consent to and tl 
lice that the Virginia Legislature elected ter as to whether he shall employ any to the do this however much it may disappoint the case 0 
their flicers and never swore them. They | discretion of the Governor of Georgia. Now wishes of other Senators of my own party ; in the 
elected a clerk and never swore him; they | Lrepeat,and I am sure my friend from Wiscon- and I should like to know if these men wor. that t 
vlected a speaker and never swore him; they | sin will agree with me upon second thought, there of the character that is specified by the the sa 
elected a sergeant-at-arms and never swore | that this bill, because it will be binding if it Senator from Nevada whether this oath or hot tion n 
him. I think that difficulty should be avoided | should become a law, should be worded so as other would keep them out; and in a Stat Mr. 
in this case, and therefore I move the amend- to leave the matter of the seplormant of this where juries would have to be summoned ot in the 
ment, force to the judgment of the President. their own citizens and of their own people an! Comn 
lhe amendment was agreed to. lhe amendment was rejected. of their own party, perhaps that would undou! motio 
Mr. CASSERLY. Section seven reads, ‘that The bill was reported to the Senate as edly acquit them, how would that oath kee now : 
ion the application of the Governor of Geor- amended. them out of the Legislature ? They wouldn naval 
in the President of the United States shall The VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no | be deterred by the pains and penalties of per after 
iploy such military and naval forces of the objection the vote will be taken upon concur- | jury. Sir, I do not understand this thing agains 
\nited States as may be necessary’’ to execute | ring in the amendments, made asin Committee _ it is the first time in all the legislation of Con fort t 
the act. | propose to amend that by inserting | of the Whole, in gross. gress or of any State that I know anything involy 
after the word “employ,’’ in line three, the | Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us except thatinthe | of ‘where it has been attempted to affix polit. order, 
words ‘*but under his own orders and con- | Second section relative to ‘‘ voluntary’ and ical disabilities to involuntary aid given to the untar’ 
trol;’’ so as to read: ‘The President of the | ‘ involuntary.’’ rebellion, and I do not yet see in the explana- place 
United States shall employ, but under hisown | The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be | tion of the Senator from Nevada anything that and t 
orders and control, such military and naval || excepted. should lead me to vote for such a proposition. port,’ 
torees,’’ &c. I presume that will be the effect; || Mr. SUMNER. Thatone which boresahole | Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, the Sen- gave ¢ 
but l wish to make it entirely clear, so that | in the bill. ator from Missouri, I am afraid, has forgotten excep 
there can be no question about it. | The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does | that by the act of the 23d of March. 1867, port ¢ 
Mr. SHERMAN. That amendment seems | not understand which amendment the Senator which provided for the registration of these in the 
to me entirely unnecessary. The Constitution | from Massachusetts indicates. people we enacted exactly the same thing on such ; 
makes these soldiers under the command of | Mr. SUMNER. I mean the one introduced | this subject of people who had held office be- quent 
the President. It is perfectly superfluous. on the suggestion of the Senator from South fore ; and that is all we are talking about now. _ Mr, 
Mr. CARPENTER. Thebill provides that | Carolina, [ Mr. SAwYenr. ] We made them swear then, without any quali: if the 
the President shall employ the military forces, Mr. EDMUNDS. That which strikes out fication, that they had ‘‘ never held any office” pose ; 
not delegate their command to somebody else || the words “or involuntary.’’ under the State and afterward engaged in insur- by pu 
\ not lend them for some purpove, but the Presi- The VICE PRESIDENT. TheChairunder- | rection or rebellion, without any ‘‘ voluntary been 
dent shall employ them. The President is | stands that that is excepted. If there be no | about it at all. Mr 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army. When he | other exceptions the other amendments made Mr. WILLIAMS. That is the way it ought Mr. 
employs the Army for a purpose directed by | as in Committee of the Whole will be regarded to be. Mr. 
law they are supposed to be employed by him, || as agreed to. They are concurred in. The Mr. EDMUNDS. Then, all there is in this Mr. 
under him, subject to his orders. || question is now on the amendment which strikes bill is this: it is merely to provide that ihe fact to say 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I would suggest to my | out the words “or involuntary’ and inserts | of having held an office and afterward having Mr 
friend from Wisconsin that if, as I suppose to || the word “ voluntary’’ four times in the second gone into the rebellion is enough to prevent « physi 
be the case, we can command the vote of our | section. man for the time being from engaging i. th: The 
friends on the other side in favor of this bill by Mr. HOWARD. Ifit be inorder, I move reorganization of the State. Itis not ©. per state 
agreeing to this amendment we had better go Mr. STEWART. Let us vote on this manent provision. It only endeavors to ge! five a 
for it. [Langhter. ] directly. around the constant perjury that is being com- mitte 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question Mr. HOWARD. Very well; itwillbeafter- mitted in that State, certainly as we know now, to am 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Qali- || ward in order to move to amend the bill. and to make the thing secure and right upon separ 
fornia. | ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be. the very basis of the act that set them up, and that a 


The amendment was rejected. | Mr. DRAKE, I would say a few words on | nothing more. semen 
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Mr. SAWYER. I should like to ask the 
senator from Vermont what magic he thinks 
‘hore isin the prescription of this oath that will 


ake 
by many Senators upon this floor to be capable 
of any evil act, pure enough to avoid taking 
is oath falsely ? If this provision is to affect 
<ome half dozen or dozen men in that Legis- 
lature who are of the character ascribed to 
‘hem, is it not altogether within the bounds of 
nrobability that they will take the oath, what- 
ever it may be? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I do not 
think itis. Most men have a little dislike to 
-wearing to a falsehood that is easily proved to 
he a falsehood ; but when a man is leftto judge 
for himself, when he swears toa falsehood you 
cannot so readily prove it, and he is much more 
likely to be tempted into a falsehood in such a 
case than he is in the other. Therefore, when 
4 man is called upon to respond to an indict- 
ment for perjury, for instance, the maintenance 
of which depends upon the question of whether 
he voluntarily did a thing, and he swears that 
he did not, itis almost impossible to prove that 
he did; so that there is some considerable 
security in requiring these persons to say that 
they have never held an office in point of fact 


} 


and afterward engaged in rebellion, because 
that is a thing which can be proved by other 
witnesses than themselves; but when you are 
obliged to appeal to the man himself, and ask 
him whether he has voluntarily done that act 
which you can prove by other citizens, you 
have no means of restraining him atall. That 
is the difference. 

Mr. DRAKE. I would state that in my 
opinion if this question were to come before 
any court in this country the word ‘‘ engaged,”’ 
used in the act that the Senator from Vermont 
has now referred to, would be considered as 
implying a voluntary engagement in rebellion, 
and that it would not be held to include the 
case of a man who was compelled to take part 
in the rebellion; and therefore I do not think 
that the law which he has quoted is at all on 
the same footing with the language of the sec- 
tion now before us. 

Mr. HOWARD. The motion is to concur 
in the amendments adopted by the Senate in 
Committee of the Whole. I wish to make a 
motion at this stage to amend the bill. It reads 
now: ‘‘nor held any office in the military or 
naval service of the United States and there- 
after engaged in insurrection or rebellion 
against the United States, or gave aid or com- 
fort to its enemies, or rendered voluntary or 
involuntary support or aid,’’ &e. If it be in 


order, I move to strike out the words ‘‘vol- | 


untary or involuntary’’ and to insert in their 
place ‘‘ except in consequence of direct force,”’ 
and to insert the word ‘‘any’’ before ‘‘ sup- 
port,’’ in line twenty, so that it will read, ‘‘ or 
gave aid or comfort to its enemies, or rendered, 
except in consequence of direct force, any sup- 
port or aid.’’ ‘That will exclude from a seat 
in the Legislature of Georgia all rebels except 
such as were forced into the service in conse- 
quence of direct force. 

_ Mr. CONKLING. What does that mean, 
if the honorable Senator will explain? Sup- 
pose a man says he went in, being compelled 
by public sentiment to go, that he would have 
been mobbed if he had not done so? 

Mr. HOWARD. That is not direct force. 

Mr. CONKLING. What would be? 

Mr. HOWARD. Physical force. 

Mr. POMEROY. I suggest to the Senator 
to say ‘‘ direct physical force.’’ 

Mr. HOWARD. Well, I will say ‘‘ direct 
physical force.’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Michigan that these 
five amendments were taken together in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. If the Senator desires 
to amend any one of them he can ask fora 
separate vote upon it and then move to amend 
that amendment as he proposes. One of the 
amendments adopted in Committee of the 





those men, who are believed apparently | 


|| is the pending question. 
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Whole was to strike out the words * or in- 
voluntary,’’ in the nineteenth line. The Sena- 
tor can demand a separate vote on that amend- 
ment, and then move his amendment to that 
amendment. 

Mr. DRAKE. I supposeifit were generally 
understood that the amendment of the Senator 
from Michigan would take the place of those 
that have been made in committee, we might 
then refuse to concur in the amendments made 
in committee and adopt that of the Senator 
from Michigan. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. 
the Senate to determine. 

Mr. DRAKE. Certainly. 

Mr. CASSERLY. WilltheSecretary report 
the amendment? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Michigan indicated a desire to offer an 
amendment, and the Chair indicated in what 
way it would be parliamentary, by excepting 
one of the amendments made in Committee 


That will be for 


| of the Whole, and moving to amend that 


amendment. 

Mr. HOWARD. ‘Then I move to amend 
the amendment in the nineteenth line in the 
way I have suggested. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Michigan does that, and therefore that 
This is one of the 
five amendments, and he moves to amend that 
amendment. ‘The other four will be reserved 
until after the vote is taken on this one. 

Mr. HOWARD. The words ‘or involun- 
tary’’ in the nineteenth line being embraced 
in the amendment made in Committee of the 
Whole, I move to amend further by striking 


| out the word ‘‘voluntary’’ in that line and 


| should be reported. 


| out the word ‘“ voluntary,’’ 


inserting after the word ‘‘ rendered’’ the words 
‘‘except in consequence of direct physical 
force,’’ and also to insert the word ‘‘any’’ 
before the word ‘‘support’’ in the twentieth 
line. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Senators on the 
right of the Chair desire that the amendment 
The Secretary will now 
report the proposed amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan, and the amendment made 
in Committee of the Whole to this line. 

The Secrerary. It is proposed to strike 
the words ‘‘or 
involuntary ’’ having already been stricken out 
in Committee of the Whole, and insert ‘‘ except 


| in consequence of direct physical force,’’ and 


to insert the word ‘‘any’’ beford the word 


‘*support;"’ so that the clause will read: 

Or gave aid or comfort to its enemies, or rendered, 
except in consequence of direct physical force, any 
support or aid to any insurrection or rebellion, &e. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The question is 
on the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. SAWYER. I think the amendment 
which has been offered by the Senator from 
Michigan would compass very nearly, if not 


| quite, the same object which I bad in view in 


| offering the original amendment. 


The collec- 
tion of taxes would certainly come into the 
case, as would going into the rebel armies on 
compulsion. I therefore am quite willing to 
vote for this amendment. 

Mr. DRAKE. I desire to make one sug- 
gestion. I think that the honorable Senator 
from Michigan has moved to put in these words 
perhaps not in the right place to accomplish 


' all that he designs. I call his attention and the 


attention of the Senate to the structure of the 
sentence, and then he will see whether my view 


| is correct or not: ‘‘or gave aid or comfort to 


its enemies.’’ Would not the Senator wish 


that his amendment should apply to the act of 
giving aid or comfort to its enemies as well as 
to the act of rendering support or aid? ‘*Or 
given any support to any government of any 
kind organized,’’ &e. Would not the Senator 
wish his words to cover all these specifications 


| of acts? 


i 


Mr. HOWARD. I should be content to 


|| have the restriction apply to the giving support 
il or aid to the insurrection or rebellion. 
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Mr. CONKLING. It means the whole thing 
because it is in the disjunctive, if he has done 
either of these things. 

Mr. HOWARD. 
place. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Michigan insists on the amendment to the 
amendment as indicated by him. 

Mr. DRAKE. Very well. 

Mr.CASSERLY. If Lunderstand the amend- 
ment, it is to substitute the words ‘‘ except 
under direct physical force.’’ Will the Secre- 
tary please read the exact words? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will again report the words to be inserted. _ 

The Secretary. In line nineteen, after the 
word ‘‘rendered,’’ it is proposed to strike out 
the word ‘‘voluntary’’ and to insert ‘‘ except 
in consequence of direct physical force,’’ and 
before the word ‘‘support,”’ in the twentieth 
line, to insert the word ‘‘ any.’’ 

Mr. CASSERLY. How will the clause read 
then? 

The Secretary. 
the clause will read: 


1 think it is in the right 


If amended as proposed 


Or gave aid or comfort to its enemies, or rendered, 
except in consequence of direct military force, any 
support or aid to any insurrection or rebellion, &c. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I think, with due respect 
to the honorable Senator who offered that 
amendment, that it is objectionable on two 
grounds. ‘The first is, that it employs unusual 
words, whereas the words that have been insert- 
ed, if they stand, are words well known to the 
law. There is always danger in employing un 
usual words in astatute of this kind. It leaves 
a wide door open to construction and contro 
versy. In the next place, the words do not 
suit the purpose of my amendment as adopted. 
The purpose of the amendment, as adopted, 
was that in no case should a man be held guilty 
of crime where the act was not entirely volun 
tary on his part. The phrase ‘‘direct physical 
force’’ goes but a small way toward becomingan 
equivalent for the word ‘‘involuntary.”’ When 
@ man pays a tax he does not pay it in conse 
quence of direct physical force; he pays it 
under the general pressure, the moral pressure 
of government. What becomes of this and 
other cases of moral coercion which may be 
suggested? If a man pays a judgment before 
execution levied on his goods he pays not unde: 
direct physical force, but still it is not a volun 
tary payment; it is an involuntary one. 
pose a man had taken confederate currency in 
the ordinary transactions of life; that was giv 
ing aid and comfort to the rebellion, but it could 
not be said to be in pursuance of any direct 
physical force. It would be an absurdity to 
say so; and yet that would cover a very large 
class of cases 

I have observed, and I beg gentlemen who 
differ frora me on this point to i 
me, one important fact. I think if not a ma 
jority, avery respectable minority of the gent 
men from the southern States, who understand 
the situation of that country and who know 
exactly what the relations of men to each other 
were there—and I include among them the Sen 
ator from Missouri, | Mr. Drake |—whocompr 
hend the whole bearings of this question, and 
who know hew extreme the hardship would be 
in many cases to punish as a criminal one who 
had merely been an involuntary agent in pro 
ducing a wrong result, have favor ed this amend 
ment. On the other hand, those who have 
opposed it most strenuously are gentlemen who 
have been so fortunate as to have no practical 
knowledge of the workings of civil war in tho 
States, gentlemen whose lot was cast in more 
favored lands. 

| may be allowed further to say in reference 


Sup 


1 ' 
observe with 


to the illustration offered by the Senator from 
Vermont that it is notin point. 1 language 
which he read from the statute is gen lan 
guage. Now, where the language of a statute 


e lAW always will 
of which 
7 here 


defining a crime is genera 
treat the element of intention as afta 


the burden of pre of is on the accuser. 





coed! 


te 





is but one criminal act in the law from which 
malice is implied, and that is murder. In all 
other crimes malice has to be proved; the 
intent has to be shown from some act or facts 
accompanying it. If this clause of the bill had 
rested in the general language employed by the 
statute read by the Senator from Vermont there 
would be very little objection to it. Although 
even then I should deem it more safe for the 
purposes of justice and humanity to insert the 


expres words. 
Sut here, Mr. President, you will observe 
and Senators will observe that in employing 


the words *‘ voluntary or involuntary,’’ as con 
radistinguished from each other, there is no 
room left for construction. You are compelled 
to hold a man who gave aid or comfort to the 
confederacy under the pressure of circum- 
stances which it was not in his power to avoid 
just as guilly as a man who was foremost in 
forwarding the war. Now, sir, is it anything 
to say, with the Senator from Nevada, { Mr. 
Srewanr, | that but afew men are to be affected 
by it?) It would be a blot on the civilization 
of the American people to-day if its Legislature 
should deliberately place one human being in 
that situation. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, with great 
respect to the honorable Senator from Cali- 
fornia, he must permit me to say that I think 
his mode of argument is rather too fine-spun. 
If | understand him correctly he supposes that 
a person who paid taxes in the ordinary routine 
of the State administration might under this 
bill be held to have rendered support and aid 
to the insurrection. That is a new view en- 
tirely to take of such language as this. When 
this bill speaks of rendering aid and support 
tothe insurrection or rebellion it uses language 
perfectly well known to the law of treasou, and 
those words are as well understood in courts 
of justice as any other words in the language. 
They do not apply at all in any degree to the 
ordinary payment of taxes for carrying ona 
government. The bill can receive no such 
construction as that. <A simple tax-payer to 
the confederate government of Georgia during 
the war who did nothing but pay his taxes to 
his actual de facto government has rendered 
no support, in the sense of the law, to the 
insurrection or rebellion. 

This is all that I think it worth while to say 
on that subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment to the amendment, offered 
by the Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. CASSERLY. 1 ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The Vice President counted the Senate and 
declared that nine Senators seconded the call 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. POMEROY. Not one fifth. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The number 
rising is not believed to be one fifth of the Sen- 
ators present. ‘The Chair will again count. 

On a recount it was declared that there were 
but nine Senators rising. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
nays are not ordered. 

A division being called for, the ayes were forty. 

No further count being insisted upon, the 
amendment tothe amendment was declared to 
be concurred in. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on concurring in the amendment made 
as in Committee of the Whole, as amended. 

The smendment, as amended, was con- 
curred in. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The yeas and 


The question 


recurs on the four other amendments inserting 


the word ‘‘ voluntary.’’ 


Mr. HOWARD. ° Thopeweshall notconcur | 


in them. ‘ 
Mr. THURMAN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 
Mr. SUMNER. No; no yeas and nays, 
The Vice President counted the Senate, and 


eleven Senators seconding the call for yeas and | 
} 


nays, they were ordered. 
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Mr. CONKLING. Now let us understand 
what we are to vote upon. I do not under- 
stand it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is to insert 
the word ‘‘voluntary”’ at four places which 
will be reported by the Secretary. 

Mr. CONKLING. No; the words need not 
be repeated. I understand it now. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, and 
Mr. Assorr answered to his name. 

Mr. CASSERLY. What is the question? 

The VICE PRESIDENT, 
on inserting the word ‘‘voluntary’’ in four 
places in the second section. An affirmative 
vote keeps the word ‘‘ voluntary’’ in, a nega- 
tive vote excludes it. 

Mr. ABBOTT. Then I voted under a mis- 
apprehension. I vote in the negative. 


The Chief Clerk called the name of Mr. | 


Antuony, and he responded. 
Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will suspend the roll-call. There seems to be 
a misunderstanding. 





Mr. BAYARD. Itis properthatthere should | 


be a clear understanding of this matter. I 
should like to know whether we are now voting 


to keep the word ‘‘voluntary’’ in the bill or | 


to strike out * involuntary.’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That part of the 
amendment striking out the word ‘involun- 
tary’’ has been decided by the amendment of 


the Senator from Michigan to the amendment | 
reported by the Committee of the Whole. That 
amendment having been amended by the vote | 


ofthe Senate, theamendment, as amended, was 
agreed to. The question now recurs on four 
other propositions to insert the word ‘ volun- 
tary’’ in various parts of the bill. The Senate 
as in Committee of the Whole agreed to those 
four amendments, and the question now is on 
concurring in them. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I desire simply to state 
that the word ‘‘ yoluntary’’ is not in the four- 
teenth amendment to the Constitution—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair will 
state that the Senator from Ohio is going into 
debate, which is not in order pending the roll- 
call. The Chair was stating the effect of the 
vote. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The roll-call was dropped. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The roll-call had 
commenced, and two Senators had answered. 


The Chair only stated the effect of the amend- | 


ment, as there appeared to be a misunderstand- 
ing about it. 

The calling of the yeas and nays was con- 
tinued; and resulted—yeas 11, nays 42; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Bayard, Casserly, Davis, Fowler, 


Hamilton, Norton, Ross, Saulsbury, Stockton, Thur- | 


man, and Vickers—11, 


NAYS— Messrs. Abbott. Anthony, Brownlow, 


Buckingham, Carpenter, Cattell, Chandler, Cole, | 


Conkling, Corbett, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton.Gilbert, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, Loward, Kellogg, McDon- 
ald, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, 
Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, 
Rice, Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, Sherman, Spencer, 
Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, Warner, Willey, Williams, 
and Wilson—A2. 

ABSEN'T—Messrs. 
Ferry, Howe, McCreery, Pool, Robertson, Sprague, 
Tipton, Trumbull, and Yates—12. 


So the amendments were non-concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and was read the third time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Shall this bill 
yass ? 

' Mr. BAYARD called for the yeas and nays ; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. NORTON. I am paired off with the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cameron. ] 
He would vote for the bill, and I against it. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
segulted dak 45, nays 9; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Brownlow, 
Buckingham, Carpenter, Cattell, Chandler, Cole, 
Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, 
Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan,’ Harris, Howard, Kellogg, 


McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, 
Morton, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, 


* Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, 


Hamilton, 


| title of this bill by striking out the word « 


The question is | 


Soreman, Cameron, Cragin, || 
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Seott, Sherman, Spencer, Stewart, Sumner. Tha, 
Warner, Willey, Williams, and Wilson—45. 
NAY5—Messrs. Bayard, Casserly, Davis, Foy 
Saulsbury, Stockton, Thurman... 
Vickers—9., idl a 
ABSENT — Messrs. Boreman, Cameron 
Ilowe, McCreery, Norton, Pool, Sprague,’ 
Trumbull, and Yates—11. : 


So the bill was passed. 
Mr. CARPENTER. 


Fern 
Al} te D 


I move to amend t} 
er , : per 
fect’’ and inserting the word *‘ promote ;"' 
that the title will read: ‘*‘ A bill to promo 


| the reconstruction of the State of Georgia,’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 


Mr. WILSON. I move that when the So, 
ate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Mo» 
day next. ; 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CONKLING. I move that the Seng, 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and at twenty 
six minutes past one o’clock a. m. (Saturday. 
December 18,) the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 20, 1869. 

Prayer by Rev. B. Peytox Brown, of Wash 
ington, District of Columbia, 

The Journal of Friday last was read an} 
approved. 

REVENUE REPORT. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before {) 
Senate a letter from the Secretary of the T'res 
ury, transmitting the report of the Special Co: 
missioner of the Revenue; which was refer: 
to the Committee on I‘inance, and ordered | 
be printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I submit the followin: 
resolution in regard to printing the usual nuw 
ber of extra copies of that report: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Represe: 
tives coneurring,) That there be printed for the 
of the Senate five thousand copiesof the report of t 
Special Commissioner of the Revenue, and for t 


use of the Treasury Department one thousand cop 
2 ‘ a 
bound with the appendixes complete. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. That resolut 
will be referred to the Committee on Printin: 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented the | 
tion of soldiers of the war of 1812 residing 
Missouri, praying that the names of the sur 
viving soldiers of that war and of theewidow: 
of sucly as are deceased may be placed on the 
pension-roll; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. CARPENTSR. I desire to present thi 

etition of E. W. Stoughton, Sidney Webster, 
lenry E. Davies, John K. Porter, and two 
hundred and twenty-three others, members ot 
the legal profession in the city of New York, 
upon which petition are the names of many meu 
well known to the country, praying for an 
increase of the salaries of the judges of the 
United States courts. I move its reference to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SPENCER presented a petition of citi: 
zens of Alabama, praying a change of the post 
route No. 6759, trom Butler, in that State, by 
way of Pushmataha and Energy, to Quitman, 
Mississippi, so as to lead from Butler by way 
of Pushmataha and Whynot to Meridian, Mis- 
sissippi; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. WILLEY. I present the memorial of ® 
number of members of the legal profession 1! 
southwestern Virginia, praying that a regular 
session of the district court of the United State 
for the district of Virginia may be fixed by 
law to be held in Christiansburg, Montgomery 
county, Virginia. Ialso have a letter of Judg: 


| Underwood, the judge of that court, in refer 
| ence to the same subject. 


I move the refer 
ence of these papers to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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we SAWYER presented the petition of J. 

Johnson and others, citizens of Beaufort, 
south Carolina, praying for an appropriation to 
vay for the library burned in the Smithsonian 
jnstitution building ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

\ir. ROBERTSON presented the petitions 
of William Shiver, of Richland county, South 
Carolina, of Robert McKay, of the city of 
Creenville, South Carolina; of John Enlow, 

¢ Yorkville, South Carolina’; and of Henry W. 
'uorpen, M. D., of Washington, District of 
Columbia, praying for the removal of their 
olitical disabilities ; which were referred to 
‘ho select Committee on the Removal of Polit- 

al Disabilities. 

Mr. KELLOGG presented the petition of B. 
’. Williams, of Louisiana, praying the re- 
noval of his political disabilities ; which was 
ferred to the select Committee on the Re- 
ioval of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
New Orleans, Louisiana, praying the establish- 
vent of a navy-yard at that port; which was 
eferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of Rich- 
rd HH. Cockerill, W. R. Chapman, John H. 
Barnes, O. W. Hunt, Walter Powell, John R. 
laylor, H. W. Thomas, ‘Thomas R. Love, and 
I’. D. Richardson, of Fairfax county, Virginia, 
praying the removal of their political disabili- 
ties; which were referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. POMEROY presented the petition of 
Peter P. Batts and others, of Virginia, praying 
the removal of their political disabilities ; which 
was referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the petition ofS. 
W. Wood, of Canton, Madison county, Missis- 
sippi, praying the removal of his political dis- 
abilities ; which was referred to the select Com- 
mittee onthe Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. PRATT presented the petition of Abel 
5. Chase, of Indiana, praying to be allowed a 
pension ; which was referred to the Committee 
Pensions. 

Fe also presented a petition of late members 
f the twenty-fourth battery of Indiana volun- 
teer artillery, praying that a pension be granted 
to Abel S. Chase, late a private in said battery ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 

I1e also presented a petition of citizens of the 
United States, praying that a pension be granted 
to Abel S. Chase, late a private in the twenty- 
fourth battery of Indiana volunteer artillery ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of 
Benjamin F. Burnham, second lieutenant com- 
pany I, eighty-fourth United States colored 
infantry, praying the allowance of a pension ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a petition of 
citizens of Buffalo, Erie county, New York, 
asking for the removal of the duty on coal. 
Chis petition is very numerously signed and 
by men who know whereof they affirm. 
recite that within a few years the cost of coal 
has been doubled, and present a case which 
they deem a grievous one, the remedy for 
which they say is to remove the duty upon this 
necessity of life. I move that the petition be 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FENTON. I have a petition of like 
character to that just presented by my col- 
league, forwarded to me by a committee of 
the citizens of Buffalo appointed at a public 
meeting held during the past fall. 
ion 


They | 


This peti- | 
is signed by two hundred and eighteen | 


highly respectable citizens of Buffalo, asking | 


that the duties on coal may be removed for 
the reasons set forth init. I move that it be 
reterred to the Committee on I'inance. 

he motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FENTON also presented the petition 


|} announcement of the death of 


of Charlotte Crane, of the town of Northfield, 
county of Richmond, State of New York, 
widow of the late Ichabod B. Crane, colonel 
of the first regiment of artillery in the regular 
Army of the United States, praying to be 
allowed a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 
OBITUARY 
Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a resolution for the 
printing of copies of the eulogies delivered on 
the late Mr. Fessenden, in the Senate and Honse, 
have instructed me to report it back with an 
amendment; and I ask for its immediate con- 
sideration. 
By unanimous consent the Senate proceeded 
to consider the following concurrent resolution : 


ADDRESSES. 


_ Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representa- 

tives concurring,) That there be published in pam- 
phlet form for the use of the Senate three thousand 
copies, and five thousand copies for the use of the 
Llouse, of the addresses made in the Senate and 
House of Representatives on the occasion of the 
’ Hon. William Pitt 
Fessenden. 

The amendment reported by the Committee 
on Printing was to add to the resolution: 

And that the Secretary of the Treasury have 
printed the portrait of Mr. Fessenden, to accompany 
the same. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

SAN FRANCISCO CUSTOM-HOUSE 

Mr. PATTERSON. The Committee on 
Retrenchment, to whom was referred House 
joint resolution No. 77, disapproving of acon 
tract for leasing the custom-house block in San 
Francisco, have had it under consideration, and 


BLOCK. 


| have instructed me to report it back with a 


recommendation that it pass ; and | ask imme- 


| diate action on it, inasmuch as it must pass 


| this lease. 


ought not to go into operation. 


| land. 


| time. 


| 


before the adjournment in order to nullify the 
lease to which it refers. 

By unanimous consent, the joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 77) disapproving of a contract for 
leasing the custom-house block, in San Fran- 
cisco, was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It provides that the certain agreement 
made the 11th day of Iebruary, 1869, between 
the United States, acting by Hugh McCulloch, 
Secretary of the Treasury, of the one part, and 
John R. Buckbee and Henry IF. Williams of 
the other part, for the leasing of the lot in San 
Francisco, California, known as the custom- 
house block, for the period of twenty-five years, 
for certain considerations therein named, be 
disapproved and annulled. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. President, it has 
been reported very generally in the public 
journals that there was a fraud anda job in 
The committee inquired very thor- 
oughly into this matter in San Francisco, and 
also in this city. They find no job nor any 
fraud in the lease whatever. Nevertheless it 
was the opinion of the committee that the lease 
rhe lease pro- 
vides that the two parties named shall have 
possession of this land for twenty-five years ; 
that they shall put upon it a building costing 
not less than $80,000, which building is to go 
into the possession of the United States Gov- 
ernment at the expiration of this term of 
twenty-five years; that they shall furnish apart- 
ments for the use of the assessors of internal 
revenue, and that they shall pay a rent of 
$12,000 in gold annually for the use of the 
I believe generally it was the opinion 
of the committee that that was a proper and suf- 
ficient consideration for this land at the present 
But at the same time they thought it 
not proper to let this land go out of the power 
of the United States for that length of time, 
believing that before the expiration of the 
twenty-five years the land would be worth very 
much more than $12,000 a year. We are 
paying at this time in San Francisco $67,800 
a year for the rent of offices for various Gov- 
ernment purposes. It is thought, perhaps, that 


| it may be wise for the Government to put 
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» 
mere 


; ; oO | uD 
a building on this custom-house block for the 
accommodation of the offices which are now 


paying this rent. 

There would be no difference of OF; inion a 
to the policy of the Government in this respect 
were it not that the architect of the ‘Treasury 
has decided that this is not a suitable place for 
a public building because the land is made land, 
and the buildings to be erected there would have 
to be erected on piles. Certainly there can be 
no objection to building a custom-house or any 
other public edifice on piles if the land is not to 
be shaken up by earthquakes. The theory is 
that the piles passing down toadepth of eighty 
feet, the building erected on the top of those 
piles is on the long arm of a lever, so that when 
the lower end is jostled by the earthquake thro« 
the upper end oscillates and the building is 
cracked and destroyed. It is, however, certain 
that the ground on which the mint is placed in 
San Francisco is built on a solid rock, which 
extends down, so far as known, to the very 
center of this earthquake force; and that build 
ing was so jostled that the parties, the sick, the 
lame, the halt, and the blind who were in there, 
left the building in great haste, and it was 
thought entirely out of place to put the build 
ing on solid rock where the country was likely 
to be jostled by an earthquake. 

On the other hand, the custom-house is built 
on the top of piles where the ground is yielding 
and gives to the throe of the earthquake, and 
that is said to be an improper place. It is a 
little difficult to find where the 
on which a building can be properly placed in 
San Francisco. However, this is true: that 
San Francisco has not suffered as much by 
earthquakes within the period of the settlement 
of this country as New England. I believe 
that is a historie fact. New England cer 
has had two earthquakes much more sever¢ 
than any which have been suffered in San Fran 
cisco. We had onein1727. We had another 
in 1755 or 1756—I do not remember the exact 
year—much more severe than the late earth 
quake which occurred in San Francisco a year 
ago. ‘Therefore it is rather the opinion of the 
committee, I believe, that we bad better run 
our risks of earthquakes. I know the polic: 
of this Government of late has been not to go 
into the domestic earthquake business, but to 
secure a site for earthquakes outside of thy 
Republic, [laughter ;] but it is the general im 
pression of the committee that we had better 
not put this site, earthquakes or no earthquakes, 
out of the possession of the Government for 
this length of time. 

I will state further, that the committee are in 
doubt as to whether the Secretary of the Treas 
ury has any right to lease public land. Iwen 
to the Attorney General to get an opinion on 
that subject. I was informed, however, that 
such an opinion could only be given when the 
request came from the President or the head 
of a Department; and as we had not time to 
go through all the machinery of getting that 
opinion, it is an open question to-day whether 
the Secretary of the Treasury has any right to 
make such a lease or not. 

I will say that the title to this land was secured 
by the parties who have this lease. ‘The Govern- 
ment paid $150,000 for this custom-house block 
several years ago, upon the condition that it 
should be used for public purposes only. A cus- 
tom-house was built upon half of the block ; the 
rest was left open, and it became a receptacle 
for all kinds of filth and a general rendezvous of 
wharf- rats, and therefore has been a nuisance to 
the city of San Francisco, especially this part of 
the city. The parties who own property about 
it are very anxious that it should be employed 
in some way and broughtinto use. The parties 
who have secured this contract went to the 
Legislature of California and secured a perfect 
title to this land in the United States, and in 
consequence of their efforts and expense In 
that direction the Secretary of the Treasury 
gave to them this lease. 
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I believe | have stated all the facts that were 
before the committee on this subject. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I suggest to the honorable 
Senator that the Government at this time is 
about erecting a large and expensive building 
in the city of Boston, and if New England is 
80 largely afflicted with earthquakes, it might 
be well to suspend the completion of that struc- 
ture until its safety can be examined into. 
| Laughter. ] 

Mr. PATTERSON. I will say to the Sen- 
ator that the custom-house in Boston is built 
upon piles, and it has stood very well for a 
great number of years, and we are not exer- 
cised by avy very serious fears of its tumbling 
down over our heads, and are willing, as New 
Mngland people, to run our risk. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. President, | shall not 
detain the Senate more than a few minutes in 
giving a little account of this property. Early 
in the history of California the State, owning 
this block of land, conveyed to the United 
States Government half interest in it, 
upon an appraised valuation, on condition 
that it should be used for public purposes and 
none other. The United States, acting in 
good faith, proceeded to erect the custom-house 
and the appraisers’ stores upon the east half 
of this property, where those buildings are now 
situated. The other half of the property has 
remained unimproved, or very nearly unimn- 
proved, from that time down to the present 
day. The Senator from New Hampshire very 
properly remarks that it has been the recepta 
cle of filthand rubbish. Jt has been emphat- 
ically a public nuisance in that city, It is 
adjoining the post oflice, which is in the cus- 
tom-house building, and has been, therefore, a 
place of very common resort, and hence has 
heen brought to the attention of all the people 
of that city. It has also been the subject of 
contention between persons claiming possess- 
ory rights to it, and persons have been upon 
it claiming the title to it by reason of occupa- 
tion; but during the war of the rebellion—I 
think during one of the last years of the war 
it was turned over for this specific purpose to 
the military power, and the military authori- 
ties ejected by force all persons in possession 
of it, 

But it still remains unoccupied, except by 
some of the shanties that were put there by 
settlers or squatters, perhaps some of them by 
authority of the United States officers. These, 
occupying only a small portion of this property, 
are to-day untenantable. They have been oc- 


one 


cupied by the internal revenue officers of the | 


Government during a portion of the time we 
have been collecting internal revenue, but such 


officers have at this time abandoned all these | 


tenements, and the property is now, as I am 
informed, entirely unoccupied by any persons 
for any purpose, 

The chairman of the committee also properly 
remarks that it is greatly to the interest of the 
property holders adjoining—that is, the owners 
of property on the opposite sides of the streets 
which surround in part this property. They 
are deeply interested in having this property 
improved. Knowing these facts, in March, 
1867, L introduced in the Senate a joint resolu- 
tion authorizing the leasing of this property. 
That resolution was submitted to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, but did not for some reason 
pass, and IT doubt now, as does the Senator 
from 


New Hampshire, the authority of the Sec- | 


retary of the Treasury to make a lease of this | 


property, 
one as to the improvement of the property. 


That is a question distinct from the | 


The offer that was made by these parties was | 


larger by far than that made, so far as I am 
informed, by any other individuals or parties. 
It is $1,000 in gold a month, and also that very 
commodious apartments shall be furnished to 
the internal revenue officers during the term 
of the lease. This property is said to be worth 
$100,000. 


I! 


worth now about one hundred thousand dollars. 
The rent which the United States would obtain 
for this property during the life of the lease 
would be in gold $300,000. They would re- 
ceive in rents what will in the mean time cost 
$200,000 at least, in my judgment. The Uni- 
ted States will therefore receive in value in gold 
the amount of $500,000 for the property and 
at the end of the lease have a building which 
must be worth at least $80,000; besides the 
property wouldall the while be improved instead 
of lying idle. 

It seemed, therefore, to me, when this mat- 
ter was submitted to me by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, that it would be to the advantage 
of the Government to make this lease, and I, 
together with my colleague and two of the mem- 
bers of the other House, indorsed it as a propo- 
sition advantageous to the Government. I will 
now call for the reading of a letter of the col- 


in my hand, an 


To Hon. Hvucu McCuutocn, 


| ground-rent for vacant lot adjoining custom-} 





December 20, 


from him a dispatch, a copy of which [| 
which is as follows: 
Saw Francisco, 


1old 


May 5, 1388. 


Secretary of the Treasury : 
Responsible parties here offer $10,000, coin, any, 


10us 


on lease twenty-five years, Think can get moye 
would suggest not to close contract until You cs 
confer with me further, ‘ 
JOUN F. MILLER. 
‘ : Collector, 

It will be observed that this communication 
also from the collector of the port, who js. «. 
I will remark, the proper officer of the Gover, 


| ment to determine the question of the rate t}); 


property should lease for, was dated May ; 
1868, and, if I remember the time of the makin, 
of the lease, it was not until nearly a year afie; 
that date; and yet it seems no other offer wa; 
made through the collector or to his knowledge. 


/and hence I suppose the Secretary of {} 


lector of the port of San Francisco on this sub- | 


ject. The proposition was made less than two 
years ago to lease it to a certain party for $5,000 
a year in gold, and upon that proposition the 
collector of the port writes the following letter 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, which I ask 
to have read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Custom-Housk, SAN FRANCISCO, 
CoLLEectTor’s Orricr, January 31, 1867. 

My Drar Sin: Numerous applications have been 
made frem time to time by small dealers for th 
leasing of portions of the custom-house lot, and I 
have refused to entertain any proposition of the 
kind, stating in all cases that the Department had 
declined tolease the property. Mr. Edward Bosqui 
has, however, made a proposition very different from 
any other that has been made, and it appeared so 
fair that [ directed him tosubmit it in writing, which 
he has done in the form of a lease and a letter, both 
of which are herewith inclosed. 

Ilis proposition is to lease the whole west half of 
the custom-house block, 275 feet by 1374 feet, for a 
term not exceeding twelve years and determinable 
at the pleasure of the Department at any time after 
three years by giving him six months notice; and for 
the use of said ground he agrees to pay the sum of 
$5,000, gold coin, perannum. He states that itis his 
intention to cover the south end, or Washington 
street front, with substantial brick buildings, which 
he thinks he can rent. The balance of the ground 
he would sub-lease to other parties. He does not 
expect that the ground will be required for Govern- 
ment use for several years, and is therefore willing 
to take the risk of the lease being determined after 
three years. I have said to him that I deemed this 
proposition a fair one if the Department desired to 
lease the property at all. 

I will state that a lease of this description to one 
responsible party is in my opinion less objectionable 
than to lease to many parties, and if it is not the in- 
tention of the Government to build onthe property, 
$5,000, coin, isa pretty good income from the property. 
The buildings now on the ground are worthless, and 
have a shabby and disreputable appearance. ‘The 
change which would follow such a leasing in the 
appearance of the property would be hailed with 
delight. So faras Ll am concerned, | would rather 
see the property applied to a good use and inade to 
look well, even if nothing was made from such use, 
than to see it remain in its present condition. 

I forward Mr. Bosqui’s proposition for your con- 
sideration without further comment. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN F. MILLER, Collector. 

P.S. Mr. Bosqui states that he will give bond for 
the payment of the rent. He is responsible, and, I 
believe, honorable. 

Hon. Huau MeCuiiocnu, 

Seeretary of the Treasury, Washington. 


Mr. COLE. Mr. President, if that were 
the best offer that could be obtained for the 
property I should certainly coneur with the 
collector of the port, and I have no doubt it 
was the best offer he knew of at the time; 
but the reason which he gives fer recommend- 
ing that lease is the one that has been alluded 
to by the Senator from New Hampshire and 
myself, that the people of the place are very 
much interested in it and it would better it 
should be built on, even though it afforded no 
revenue to the Government. But the lease 


that is now pending before the Senate is one | 


containing very much better conditions, and 
from which, as I have shown, a very much 
larger sum would inure to the Government. 
As I am informed, when these parties were 
negotiating for this lease the Secretary of the 


It was probably, as determined || Treasury, before entering into the agreement 


upon the original estimate, worth $150,000, but || with them, communicated with the collector 


the best judges of property estimate it to be 


of the port of San Francisco, and received 





‘Treasury may have concluded that these we; 
the best terms that could be obtained, and they, 
fore entered upon the lease, which is now gy! 
mitted to Congress for its action. So much a: 
to the terms of the lease and its advantages | 
the Government. , 

The chairman of the committee 
rood deal that has been said in the papers 
touching this lease. One of the papers ha 
stated that one of the lessees was a former part. 
ner of mine and a near relation. This I care 
but little about, because it is untrue and no! 
intended fur any justifiable purpose. I will, 
however, state that I have never had a business 
transaction with either of the parties of any 
nature to the amount of six cents ; that I neve; 
expect to have, aud never did at any time ex 
pect to have any such business transaction with 
either. I believe this lease to be the best on 


alluded to. 


| that the Government could obtain, and there 


| fore I indorse it, and I have no douht the same 
| motives instigated my colleague here, and the 
| colleagues in the other House who recom 


mended it. 
Now, | have no objection to a repeal of thi: 


| lease if Congress is to make any provision for 


the improvement of the property. ‘The super 
vising architect of the Treasury Department, 
however, has reported against building upo: 
it. Iwasin favor, and am still in favor, of t! 
Government putting up a building upon t! 
property. Iknow the foundation will cost ver, 


| much; it was a beach and water-lot once {ua 


submerged in the bay, but that is a disadva 

tage which you will have to incur in making an) 
improvement there ; but that it should be mad 
I am anxious because the people of the city 


| of San Francisco require that this lot shall not 


be permitted to remain perpetually a nuisane 
to that community. 

‘There is another question connected with 
this. Some have suggested that this property 
be sold. Perhaps that is the best disposition 
that can be made of it. If Congress is willing 
to pass a resolution directing or authorizing 
any department of the Government to make 
sale of it to parties who will improve it not th 
slightest objection will be made on my part, 


| but I shall hail such a movement with delight. 


| property, includin 


But the General Government has paid the State 
of California for only a half interest in this 
the site on which the cus- 


| tom-house is placed. The General Government 


has appropriated the half of it, and therefore 
I say, on behalf of my State, that the proceeds 
of the sale of the other half, if itis sold, belong 
legitimately and properly to the State of Cali- 


| fornia. And now if the United States Govern: 
‘| ment are unwilling to improve this property 


il 
i] 





| set, of the whole property? 


why will they not authorize the proper officer 
to make a deed of it back to the State of Cali- 
fornia, which has received no consideration 
whatever for this half, receiving consideration 
for only half the value, as I stated at the out- 
She has appro- 
priated one half and the other half legitimately 
belongs to the State of California. _ 
If Congress think it best, instead of reaping 
in these few years over half a million dollars 
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cut of the property, that some other disposi- 
tion shall be made of it, I hope they will be 
willing to make the proper disposition of it, 
uitable and just disposition of it, and 
transfer it or the proceeds of the sale of it to 
the State of California. 

Bot let me remark further, in regard to the 
question of building upon it, that we are pay- 
»¢ very large rents in that city. 1 am told by 
che chairman of the committee that they amount 
ty come fifty or sixty thousand dollars a year. 


the eq 


Mr. PATTERSON. Sixty-seven thousand 
eight hundred dollars. 

A , vr . > 

Mr. COLE. The Government is now pay- 


to private parties in that city rents amount- 
ngto $67.800. Weare paying annually $67,800 


ub o 


39 


ee 


for rent in that city. 
Mr. PATTERSON. 
Senator from California that he have this let- 
ter of the special agent of the Treasury in San 
Francisco read, which will give to the Senate 
the facts. 
Mr. COLE. 
re ad. 
a , . Ravinia | ft ’ 
[The VICE PRESIDENT. The letter will 
he read. 
[The Chief Clerk read, as follows: 
SPECIAL AGENCY OF THE 
Unitep States Treasury DEPARTMENT 
For tHe Fourteentu Disrricr 
San Francisco, September 3, 1869. 
GENTLEMEN: At your request I have prepared the 
following statement, showing the amountof rent paid 
hy Government for premises used for public pur- 
poses in this city: 
United States court-rooms and necessary offices for 
judges, clerks, marshal, district attorney, &c...31,200 


I have no objection to its being 





Office inspectors of hulls and boilers................. 50 
Office United States surveyor general............... 100 
Office register and receiver of public lands....... 50 
Office collector internal rev enue,$300, coin, equal 

in United States currency t0............cccccsecereees 10) 
Office light-house department,sixtydollars,coi 

BP CEI ads ividdvedccincsdscodcncesctbsdscen edi cose desde soon’ SU 
Office Coast Survey, sixty dollars, coin, in cur- 

POE ciansnvakvesuneevasmeenneeniened Simehitiaeteuinesée Seedures 80 
Office United States Navy paymaster, seventy- 

five dollars, Coin, iM CULTeENCY...........0ccseeeeeeres 100 
Office United States naval rendezvous, fifty-five 

dollars, COIN, iM CUFFENCY..............cccccecseces cess 75 


Total amounts paid by United States Army otli- 


cers for offices and store-rooms, $2,636, coin, 
equal in currency (with gold at 1335) to......... 3,515 





$5,650 

This amount, $5,650, isthe total amount paid 
monthly in currency by the Government for rents. 
The cost per annum amounts to $67,800. 

These figures demonstrate, in my judgment, that 
it would be economy for the Governmentto putupa 
suitable building on this custom-house block, which 
it owns, to accommodate all these publie offices, and 
so save this huge annual outlay of rent. 


By the terms of the custom-house block lease the || 


Government is to receive $12,000 per annum in coin, 
equal in currency to $16,000. 

The difference between the sum received from the 
lease and the amount paid annually by the Govern- 
ment for rents is in currency $51,800. 

There is space enough in this lot, fronting as it does 
on three streets and in shapea parallelogram in size 
1374 feet by 275 feet, to furnish this accommodation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN T. McLEAN, Special Agent. 
To the Honorable the ComMITTEE ON RETRENCHMENT 
for United States Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, San Francisco, present, 


Mr. COLE. Mr. President, this recommend- 
ation of the special agent there is one in which 
I fully concur, though we have the misfortune 
to differ with the supervising architect of the 
Treasury Department, who is opposed to build- 
ing upon the ground because of the vast cost 
which must necessarily be incurred to make a 
foundation. But if the United States Govern- 
ment will build a proper building upon this 
ground they will make the use of it that was 
intended by the State when the conveyance was 
made, and will in that way secure to themselves 
an equitable right to it, as well as the legal 
right which they now have. I have no objec- 
tion to the repeal of this lease if steps shall be 
taken by the Government to improve the prop- 
erty, to abate the nuisance which at present 
itis to the people of that city. I would move 
an amendment now to the resolution if we were 
not so near the holiday adjournment. If I 
were to move an amendment it would be con- 


| would suggest to the | 


| sage of this resolution. 


|| passage of the resolution before the adjourn- | 
ment, and I therefore forbear to move any || 


amendment to it. I am willing that it shall 
pass; but I now wish to notify the Senate that 
after they relinquish this large gain to the Gov- 
ernment I shall, at the proper time, ask them 


to improve that property in some proper man- 


ner, presenting the argument for it that the 
people there are interested and that the peo- 
ple of the United States are equally interested, 
because it will save rent to the amount of 


$67,800 a year. 


Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President, I have 


| to say but a very few words on this subject. | 


say them only because, as I shall make no 


| objection to the passage of this resolution, 


some inference might be drawn from that in 
connection with the fact that I recommended 


| this lease as advantageous to the Government 
| that something had since occurred to change 


my mind. ‘This is not the case. 

Soon after I came to New York, in January 
of this year, I was requested by a gentleman 
of this city who was favorably introduced to 
me, to state in writing my opinion, if I could, 
that this lease was one which the Government 
might advantageously make. I required a 
copy of the lease, which was furnished me. I 
examined it. I found that under its provisions 


the Government would receive during the term | 


of twenty-five years in rent paid; in office 
room allowed it free of rent; in a building 
which was to cost at least $80,000 and to belong 


to the Government at the expiration of the 


| lease—an amount of money not less in round | 
numbers than $500,000, gold, and from that up 


to $750,000, for the use and occupation of the 
land. Irom my knowledge of property in that 


particular locality, and of the other elements | 


entering into the question as to the advantage 
of the lease, my judgment was clear that the 
lease was a very good one for the Government. 
I did not think it a good lease for the lessees, 
and so stated to the gentleman representing 
them at the time. In answer to the question 
whether I could say it was a lease which it was 
for the advantage of the Government to make, 
I gave my opinion that it was. To that opinion 
I adhere. for everything I have since heard has 
confirmed my original judgment. 

It seems to be thought by some that the 
Government should build upon the property. 
With deference to the gentlemen in San I'ran- 
cisco or elsewhere who entertain that opinion, 
it appears to me to be a very erroneous one. 
The foundation there has never been satisfac- 
tory; the building of the custom-house was a 
public mistake. In the next place, population 
and business have drawn and are drawing away 
from all that part of the city. As a matter of 


judgment, in the interests of the Government, in 


the interests and the convenience of the people 
of San Francisco, I was opposed to any further 
building there by the Government. That sup- 
plied another motive to me for recommending 


| this lease. 


I have thought these few words due to the 


| parties interested as lessees in the proposed 
|| lease, and also tothe gentleman then at the head 
| of the Treasury Department, Mr. McCulloch, 


whose acquaintance I then made for the first 
time. For him [think I may say, speaking under 
no other obligation than that which one owes 


to another, to do him justice on every proper 


occasion, that he acted throughout under a 
sense of duty and with an eye directed solely 
to the public interests committed to his charge. 

But, sir, as there are gentlemen in Congress 
who have just as good a right to their opinions 
on this subject or any other as I have, and 
whose duty it is, whatever their opinions are, 
to maintain them, who differ from me as to the 
expediency of this lease, and as, moreover, | 
have had very little doubt as to the,want of 
power on the part of the Secretary to make it, 
and so expressed myself in the beginning, I 
shall make no objection whatever to the pas- 
At some future time 


strued as an effort on my part to prevent the |! I shall be disposed either to originate or to 
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sustain a measure looking to some disposition 
of this property which will put it out of the 
power of the Government, under the pressure 
either of owners of property in that immediate 
vicinity or of those seeking large contracts, o1 
of those acting from any other undue per- 
sonal motive, to build there, and thus to add 
one more to the list of Government follies 
in the line of public buildings throughout the 
country. 

Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President, as the Sen- 
ator from California on my right [Mr. Coie] 
has alluded to the bill referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce during the last Congress, 
which bill 1 had charge of, | desire to make an 
explanation in regard toit. ‘The Senator intro- 
duced a bill at the last Congress for leasing 
this portion of the custom-house block in San 
Francisco. The bill was amended by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and a clause was inserted 
whereby the Secretary of the Treasury was to 
advertise for proposals for this property with a 
view of leasing it and obtaining certain apart- 
ments for the public offices in San Francisco. 
After I had amended the bill as I was instructed 
to do by the Committee on Commerce it was 
referred to the Secretary of War to obtain his 
opinion with regard to the propriety of leasing 
this piece of property, as | understood it was 
under the charge of the War Department. He 
recommended that it should not be leased, as 
the Government would probably require the 
entire space for its own otlices at some future 
time, and that the time proposed was too long 
a time to lease the property out of the hands 
of the Government. A majority of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, therefore, recommended 
that the land be not leased. I do not remem- 
ber whether that report was made to the Sen- 
ate or whether it was communicated to the 
Secretary of the Treasury; but that was the 
determination of the committee, and therefore 
no action was taken upon it. That is the only 
explanation I have to make about it. 

Mr. COLE. | meant no reflection or censure 
of the Committee on Commerce. I suppose 
they acted from their best information. | 
merely presented it as a fact that I had sought 
the authority of the committee. 

Mr. CORBETT. I simply wished to state 
that the Committee on Commerce did not see 
fit to recommend that it be leased. 

The joint resolution was reported to the 
Senate without amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I am a member of the 
Committee on Retrenchment, and have exam 
ined this subject and have been requested to 
say a word upon it. I should prefer not to do 
so, but to accommodate other gentlemen I will 
simply state that in my judgment the power to 
make the lease by the Secretary of the ‘lrens- 
ury is involved in considerable doubt. [| am 
satisfied that there was no fraud in the execu 
tion of the lease, and that the Secretary of the 
Treasury and those who approved its execu 
tion were governed by what they believed to be 
a regard for the best interests of the Govern 
ment, and my judgment now is that this lease 
is the best disposition that could be made of 
the property unless the Government will pro 
ceed and erect a building uponit so as to save the 
$67,000 of rent which the Government is now 
paying for offices in San Francisco, which might 
be saved by the construction of a building upon 
this property for public use. It is with a view 
to open the way for the erection of such build- 
ing, Or some arrangement by which this vast 
amount of annual expenditure can be saved to 
the Government, that I approve of this resolu 
tion disaffirming the lease. 

Whether this is a suitable place or not for the 
construction of a building 1s a question upon 
which | do not propose to express any opinion 
[ am not satisfied, however, from anything I 
have heard that a building may not be erected 


' upon this site which would answer the purposes 


of the Government there, which would accom- 
modate these officers who are now renting 
buildingsin San Francisco. Butif that be not 
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so, then other arrangements ought to be made 
and this property ought to be made available 
forthat purpose. If itshould so happen, which 
I think altogether probable, that the Central 
Pacific railroad should terminate upon Goat 
Island, it appears to me that that would neces- 
sarily greatiy enhance the value of this property, 
and it could then be sold for much more than 
it can at this time, if it should be the determin- 
ation of the Government to sell the property. 

But it is my jddgment, and upon that [ acted 
as a member of the Committee on Retrench- 
ment, that it is better to disaffirm this lease at 
this time, and for the Government to proceed 
to erect suitable buildings in San Francisco for 
the accommodation of these offices; for it is 
obvious that $67,000 rent every year will pay 
the interest upon a very large sum employed 
in the construction of a building, and it will be 
more economical for the Government to pro- 
ceed to use this property in that way than to 
put this lease upon it for twenty-five years. 
With those views I believe the resolution ought 
to pa 

The joint resolution was ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
hour has expired, and the Calendar is now 
under consideration, there being no unfinished 
business or special order for this day. 

Mr. SUMNER, I hope the Senate will 
proceed with the morning business until it is 
finished. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the Calendar will be set aside and 
the morning-hour business will continue. Is 
there objection? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ishould like to have the 
illin regard to the census referred. After 
iat I shall have no objection to proceeding 
with the morning business. a 

Mr. SUMNER, That will come up in the 
morning business. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well. 

Vhe VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection, and reports from committees are 
now in order. 

KEPORTS OF COMMITTRES, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, from the Com- 
mittee on l’inance, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 206) to amend existing laws relating to 
internal revenue, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CORBETT. I ask that that bill be put 
upon its passage. It is simply to take off the 
duty from canned fish. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will merely 
say that when the law in relation to internal rev- 
enue was passed in 1868 all the internal duties 
imposed upon canned fruits, meats, and vege- 
tables were repealed except that upon canned 
and preserved fish, which seems by some acci- 
dent to have been omitted. I presume there 
will be no objection to the passage of the bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. I suppose it will lead to 
debate. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Not at all. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont reports from the Committee on 
I'inance a bill in regard tothe duty upon canned 
fish and asks for its immediate consideration. 
ls there objection ? 

Mr. SUMNER. I think we had better pro- 
ceed with the morning business. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the bill will go upon the Calendar. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, reported a joint resolution (S. R. 
No. 84) authorizing the President to strike 
from the rolls of the Army the names of certain 
officers; which was read, and passed to asecond 
reading. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Committee ou the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 96) iu addition to an act to provide for 
holding the courts of the United States in case 
of the sickness or other disability of the judges 
of the courts, approved July 29, 1850, have 


| 
{ 
A 


) 
l 
| 


directed me to report it back and recommend 
its indefinite postponement. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That order will 
be made if there be no objection. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. What is the bill ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. A billintroduced at the 
last session authorizing the judges of the Su- 
preme Court to assign district judges in certain 
We thought there was no occasion for 
it now under the new judicial system. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. [I have no objection. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a joint resolution (S. Rt. No. 85) 
declaring Virginia entitled to representation 
in the Congress of the United States: which 
was read twice by its title. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 
68) declaring the State of Virginia restored to 
her normal relations to the Union and Gov- 
ernment of the United States, and entitled to 
representation in Congress, moved its indefin- 
ite postponement ; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred resolutions of the Republican 
State central committee of Virginia, in favor 
of conferring upon the military commander of 
that department the power to appoint colored 
persons to oflice, moved their indefinite post- 
ponement; which was agreed to. 

Mr. STEWART, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 286) to provide for the execution of the 
laws against the crime of polygamy in the Ter- 
ritory of Utah, and for other purposes, asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Territories; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of Zelica T. Dunlap, praying for a 
pension, to report it back with a motion that 
she have leave to withdraw her petition and 
papers, inasmuch as it appears that she can 
have a pension if she applies for it at the Pen- 
sion Office. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PAPERS WITIIDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. RAMSEY, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of J. B. Braden, Wil- 


liam 8. Comb, and S. P. and P. F. Hodges, praying 
for compensation for articles furnished by them 


cases. 


upon a requisition of the military authorities in | 


September, 1862, to put one of the grist-mills at 
New Ulma, Minnesota, in running order, be taken 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
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December 26) 


Mr. CRAGIN asked, and by unanimous eo, 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bil! (¢ No 
353) toamend the act of June 17, 1868, maki : 
appropriations for the naval service for «4. 
year ending June 30, 1869; which was read 
twice by its ttle, referred to the Committee ,,, 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous conser 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 974 
to repeal the second section of the act of the 
12th of February, 1868, ‘entitled ‘An act ma 
ing appropriations to supply deficiencies jn t},, 
appropriations for the execution of the rego, 
struction laws, and for the service of the quar. 
termaster’s department of the Government fy, 
the fiscal year ending June 380, 1868, and fo, 
other purposes ;’’ which was read twice by ji. 
title, referred to the Committee on Appropri 1: 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked, and by unanimoys 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (s. 
No, 355) for the relief of Captain J. M. Keeler. 
late provost marshal for the State of Oregon - 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordere; 
to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
a bill for reference. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope the Senator wij! 
allow us to go on with the morning business, 

The VICK PRESIDENT. That is an objec. 
tion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked, and by unanimous 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 


[ should like to call y 


ip 


‘ resolution (S. R. No. 86) to construe an act 


entitled ‘‘An act to amend an actentitled ‘An 
act to confirm certain private land claims in 
the Territory of New Mexico ;’’’ which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CIVIL SERVICE. 

Mr. SCHURZ asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
356) to reform the civil service of the 
United States; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Mr. President, I should ly 
glad to have permission to accompany the intro- 
duction of this bill with a few remarks 1n expla 
nation of the ends it is designed to accompilis! 
and ofthe means by which it is intended to 
reach them. I deem such explanation proper 
at this time forthe simple reason that the intent 
and bearing of several provisions of the bill may 
not appear sufficiently clear at first sight. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. What length of 
time does the Senator from Missouri desire? 

Mr. SCHURZ. Only ten minutes. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


from Missouri asks permission to accompany 


No. 350) to provide for the adjustment and || 


satisfaction of claims of American citizens for 
spoliations committed by the French prior to 
the 3lst day of July, 1801; which was read 


twice by its title, referred to the Committee on | 


Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill(S. No. 
351) for the protection of the settlers within 


the Fort Ridgely military reservation, Min- | 


nesota; which was read twice by its title, re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 


ordered to be printed. 


Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous | 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 852) to charter an American and Holland 
ocean cable company, providing for direct tel- 
egraphic communication between Washington, 
New York, Holland, and Europe generally, 
under a concession granted by the King of 


Holland to an American citizen ; which was | 


read twice by its title. 
Mr. POMEROY. This bill is not written 
by myself, but by a citizen of the United States 


who knows vastly more than I do on the sub- 


ject. I move that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, and printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


this bill with some explanatory remarks occu- 
pying about ten minutes. Is there objection” 

Mr. SUMNER. I ask whether we had not 
better go through with the morning business? 
I have some resolutions to offer. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Inasmuch as it is only my 
object to have some explanation go before the 
Senate and before the public together with this 
bill, I shall be perfectly satisfied if I am allowed 
to reduce to writing the remarks I desire to 
make and have leave to publish them in the 
Globe. wd 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Isthere objection 
to that? > 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Lhope the Senator wi! 
have permission to submit to the Senate wha! 
he desires to state. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
objection to that. 

Mr. SUMNER. I make no objection. 

Mr. CONKLING. Ifthe Senator from Mis 
souri proceeds pending the order for the cal! 
of morning business that order remains !o! 
completion after the Senator shall have con 
cluded. [**‘ Certainly.’’] 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under 
stands that there is no objection to the Senator 
from Missouri proceeding. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Mr. President, I will not 


I hope there will be no 
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e up the time of the Senate by going into a 
cussion of all the abuses under which the 
| service suffers, but briefly enumerate some 
the most important which seem to be within 
che reach of reform, and to which the provisions 
of my bill apply. , 

In the first place, appointments to office are 
mostly made upon the recommendations of 
joliticians of high and lowgrade. The means 
hy which such recommendations are frequently 

ained, and the reasons for which they are 
sven, are so well known, and have but recently | 
seen so ably exposed by the distinguished 
Senator from Illinois, [Mr. ‘'rRumMBULL, | that 
js superfluous to enlarge upon them. It is 
an acknowledged fact that in a very large 
number of cases the offices are looked upon 
as berths into which men may be put for their 
wn comfort and that of their protectors, and 
ie best interests of the service are treated as | 
4 mere secondary consideration. 

Second. The President and the heads of 

» Executive Departments have in most cases 
neither time nor opportunity to examine with 
suficient eare the recommendations submitted 
tothem for the simple reason that immense 
vumbers of such recommendations usually 
rush down upon them with impetuous and 
uproarious urgency all at the same time. 

‘Third. This general rush usually occurs just 
at that period in the official existence of an Ad- 
ministration when the President and the heads 
of Departments have just entered upon the dis- 
charge of duties comparatively new to them; | 
when they have had no time yet to study the | 
exigencies of the service, and are therefore 
least fitted for the tremendous task of taking 
to pieces the vast administrative machinery of 


Lan 











will be to 
examine the qualifications of candidates for 
office, with a single eye to their fitness for the 
performance of official duty and the discharge 
of public trust; and from the number of those 


service board, whose business it 


whose fitness has been properly ascertained the | 


appointments shall be made. 

i recognize the fact that whatever modes of 
investigating the qualifications of a candidate 
the civil-service board may adopt the result of 
such investigation will not be entirely conclusive 
as to his business ability. It is therefore pro- 
vided in the bill that every officer shall pass 
through a year of probation, during which his 
superiors will have ample time and opportunity 
to discover whether he possesses those practical 
faculties and those qualities of character which 
are necessary to make an oflicer efficient, but 
which a mere examination cannot bring to 
light ; and before the expiration of that year 
of probation the appointing power shall at all 
times have authority to remove an officer with- 
out being questioned about such removal. 

We distinguish in the civil service two classes 
of oflicers: those who are appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and cousent 
of the Senate, and those who as inferior officers 
work under the orders and direction of the 
former class, and whose appointment is by law 
vested in the heads of Departments. A bill 
providing for the examination, appointmeat, 
and promotion of officers belonging to the latter 
class has been introduced in the House of Rep- 


| resentatives by the distinguished member from 


the Government and of puttingit together again || 


out of new material. 

Fourth. Instead of stimulating the honest zeal 
of ollicers, the present system is rather calculated 
to demoralize them. The loose moral notions 
fostered by the spoils system as it exists; the 
fact of their having been put in office for their 
ind their friends’ accommodation, and for other | 
reasons which have nothing to do with the inter- 
ests of the service; the feeling of insecurity in 
their tenure; the knowledge that dutiful con- 
duct is not a sufficient protection to them 
against political and personal combinations ; 
the almost absolute certainty of being removed 
as soon as the Government changes hands, all 
these things are apt to discourage the proper 
ambition of officers, and even to induce them 
to feather their nests while they have an oppor: | 
tunity to do so. 

Fifth. In addition to these demoralizing 
influences the efficiency of the service is im- 
paired by its lack of stability. Imexperienced 
men appointed to office will require some time | 
to become perfectly conversant with their ofli- 
cial duties ; and it very frequently happens that 
when they have attained a respectable degree | 
of efficiency they are removed to make way 
formen as inexperienced as they were when 
they began. A collector of customs under the 
late Administration made during less than 
three years while he held office about four hun- | 
dred changes in two hundred and forty offices, | 
and those, too, involving the most delicate trusts | 
in the customs service. 

Sixth. This state of things encourages men 
of inferior moral and intellectual qualitications 
to aspire to public station, while it lowers the | 
character of the civil service in such a degree 
as to deter in many cases men of high self: 
respect and superior ability from devoting 
themselves to the service of the Republic in the 
administrative offices of the Government. The 
existence of these and other abuses and evils 
no candid man will deny. The fearful demor- 
alization which the spoils system entails upon 
our whole political life I will not now dilate upon. 
_ The remedies proposed in my bill are the | 
following: in order to do away with the prac- 
uce of appointing officers on recommendations | 
So untrustworthy, and not unfrequently so com- 
pletely worthless, the bill provides for a civil- | 


Rhode Island, [ Mr. Jexckes.] I suppose every 
Senator is more or less familiar with it. But 
that bill, excellent as far as it reaches, is con- 
fined in its operation to the clerks of higher 
and lower order. It touches, therefore, only 
a part of the evil to be remedied. My bill in- 


| cludes the wholeof Mr. Jenckes’ scheme, with 
| slight alterations in its provisions and phrase- 


ology; but I go one step further, and apply 
rules of a somewhat similar character to the 


| offices to be filled by presidential appointment. 


Applicants for such offices have, according 


|| to the plan I submit, also to pass through the 


ordeal of an examination of their qualifica- 
tions by the civil-service board. But Il am 


vell aware that it would be impracticable to || 


s to an 
‘ f +} 
g ot tne 


It would, for instance, be unreasonable 


subject candidates for certain office 
examination in the ordinary meanin 
term. 


| to order every caudidate for a little country 
post office personally before an examining | 


board. ‘The bill provides, therefore, that the 
civil-service board may by general rules 
determine that, in order to ascertain the fitness 
of candidates for certain oflices, mere inquiries 


| concerning the character, antecedents, social 
| standing, and general ability may be substituted 


for formal examinations. All recommenda- 
tions will, of course, have to undergo a search- 
ing scrutiny on the part of the board. 

in order not to encroach upon the preroga- 
tive of the President with regard to those ap- 
pgintments, which according to the Constitu- 
tion and laws are to be made by him, with the 
consent of the Senate, the bill provides that 
the civil-service board shall by examination 
or mere inquiry, or both combined, ascertain 
what candidates for a certain office are fit for 
the performance of the duties thereof accord- 


| ug to the standard set up by general rules, and 


the President may then make his selection fram 
the whole number of candidates found fit, or 
he may send whomsoever he pleases before the 
civil-service board, and, if that candidate be 
found to come up to the fixed standard of 
qualifications, nominate him forthe place. The 
eivil-service board will therefore not designate 
the person to be appointed, thus virtually exer- 


| eising the appointing power, but it will exclude 


from the list of candidates those who are unfit 
for appointment. The Senate will have the 
reports of the board on all the candidates 
before them, and thereby be enabled to ascer- 
tain whether the best choice has been made by 
the President. 
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In order to avoid the difficulties arising from 
the short and uncertain tenure of oflice, and 
from the circumstance that the demand for 
removals and appointments usually comes im- 
mediately after the accession to power of an 
Administration, and en masse, the bill pro 
vides as follows: 

All officers, with the exception of the class 
covered by Mr. Jencxss’s bill, who are already 
in the civil-service when the operations of the 
civil service board commence, and who, there- 
fore, had been appointed without the careful 
scrutiny prescribed by the bill, shall hold office 
for the term of five years from the date of their 
commissions; but all presidential appoint 
ments made afterward in pursuance of the 
provisions of the bill shall be for the term of 
eight years. No removals shall take place 
except for cause duly investigated and tried 
by the board, with the proviso, however, that 
any oflicer now in the service may at any time 
be ordered before the civil-service board, and 
if found unfit be dismissed. It is further pro 
vided that whenever any vacancy occurs in any 
otice before the expiration of the term thi 
person selected to fill that vacancy shall be 
appointed, not for the balance of the unex 
pired term, but fora new and full term of eight 
years. 

The object of these provisions is the follow 
ing: thetermof five years will carry the officers 
now in the service, unless sooner removed, one 
year or more beyond the accession to power of 
the next Administration. ‘The next Adminis 
tration, assuming that it will consist of a new 
set of persons, will by that time have acquired 
sufficient knowledge of the exigencies of the 
service and experience to guide it in the mat 
ter of appointments; or if the personnel of thi 
present Administration be continued for another 
term, the same consideration will hold good for 
the future. Theterm of eight years, for which 
presidential appointments are to be made under 
the operation of this bill, will answer a double 
purpose: first, it will give the country the 
benefit of the services of officers for a consider 
able time after their efficiency is matured by 
experience ; and second, it will carry a large 
number, probably a considerable majority of 
the officers through the terms of two Admin 
istrations, perhaps through a change of tly 
party in power, and soon wean the people of the 


| traditional notion that the civil service of the 


United States must necessarily be the working 
machinery of a political party, thus eradicating 


| the spoils system. 


The additional provision that vacancies oc 
casioned by death or resignation or removal 
shall be filled by appointments for fall terms 
and not for the balance of unexpired terms 
will have this effect: the expiration of terms 
will not occur en masse at oue time or within 
a very limited period, thus creating an enormous 
and confusing pressure; but it will in the nat 
ural course of things generally be scattered over 
the period of eight years; thus giving the civil 
service board and the appointing power ample 


| time to conduct their investigations and to 


make their selections deliberately and without 
being unduly overcrowded. And finally, the 


| provision which permits removals only for suf- 


ficient cause, and upon impartial trial, will 
strengthen the best impulses in the heart of 
every public officer by assuring him that he 
can find security of tenure in honest zeal and 
dutiful conduct, while the official recognition 
of duties well performed, as provided for in the 
bil, will stimulate his ambition to base future 
claims upon past good conduct and to leave ar 
honorable record behind him. 

I have now explained those provisions of the 
bill which in my opinion need elucidation wit 
regard to their purpose and bearing. [| invite 
my fellow-Senators when they read the printe 
bill to judge its provisions in the li sht of these 
explanations. | have confined myself to these 
plain and dry statements, reserving @ full dis- 
cussion of the subject to the time when the bill 


i 


will come up for consideration. 
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The feeling that the civil service of the United 
States stands in absolute need of a thorough 
reform is every day growing more universal. 
1 am aware that the problem is extremely difti- 
cult of solution. I certainly do not indulge in 
the presumptuous belief that the scheme em- 
bodied in this bill is the best that can be devised 
or that it contains all that isdesirable. ‘There 
are many Senators around me who are my 
seniors and superiors in age, ability, public 
service, and legislative experience. Perhaps 
they will suggest valuable improvements, and 
no pride of opinion will prevent me from accept- 
ingthem. Let this plan be commended to their 
candid consideration. 

I do not know whether a bill like this has in 
this Congress any flattering chances of success. 
The obstacles which such a reform will have to 
encounter and overcome are notunknown to me. 
In any event, the friends of this reform are re- 
solved to try in good earnest, and we shall ask 
in time of the Senate a fair hearing, which I 
have no doubt will be granted with the respect 
which so important a subject deserves. 

| now move that the bill be printed, and re- 
ferred tothe jointselect Committee on Retrench- 
ment, 

he motion was agreed to. 

NEGOTIATIONS WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 

Mr. SUMNER submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested tocommunicate to the Senate, if in his 
opinion not incompatible with the public interests, 
copies of any correspondence between the United 
States and Great Britain concerning questions pend- 


ing between the two countries since the rejection of 
the claims convention by the Senate. 


REPORTS ON ALASKA 

Mr. SUMNER submitted the following res- 
olution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to communicate to the Senate a copy ef 
the recent report of Captain Bryant on Alaska. 

iy unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move to 
amend the resolution by including the report 
of Treasury Agent Melntyre., 

Mr. SUMNER. Does the Senator know 
anything about that? Ido not. I know about 
this, and hence I have offered the resolution. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I do know 
about it; and I move to amend the resolution 
by including the report of Treasury Agent H. 
H. Melntyre. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

(he resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

NINTH CENSUS. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I now move to take up for 
the purpose of reference House bill No. 424. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 424) 


to provide for taking the ninth census of the | 


United States. 

Mr. CONKLING. I move to refer the bill 
to the Committee on the Revision of the Laws 
of the United States. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Several Senators addressed the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair rec- 
ognizes the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have sought the floor 


for the purpose of moving that the Senate pro- | 


ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. SUMNER. I was about to move that 
the Senate resume the consideration of the bill 
relating to the telegraphic cables. 1 think it 
will not create any further debate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. | I think it will. 

Mr. SUMNER. It is very important that 
it should be acted on. 


Mr. RAMSEY. 


1 hope the Senator from || 


Massachusetts will allow us to go into execnu- | 


tive session. There is a great deal of business 
that has accumulated there that ought to be 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| di sposed of, 


Perhaps we can come out in an 
hour. 

Mr. SUMNER. Isthe Senator sure of that? 

Mr. RAMSEY. I think so. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Illinois claimed the floor and the Chairawarded 
ii to him. Does he yield to the Senator from 
Massachusetts ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I madethe motion that 
we go into executive session. Iwas willing to 
hear a suggestion from the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator with- 
draws his motion temporarily to hear a sug- 
gestion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
his suggestion. 

Mr. SUMNER. The simple suggestion | 
make is that this bill has been already once 
before the Senate. ‘The Senator from New 
York made a suggestion the other day which 
he is prepared to embody in an amendment 
which I am ready to accept, and I am not 
aware that there is a disposition to discuss it. 
It is a practical measure which ought to be 
acted on before the holidays. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is there any probability 
that it can go through the other House? 

Mr. SUMNER. There is. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think we had better 
have an executive session. 

Mr. RAMSEY. In executive session we 
have business certainly as pressing and import- 
ant as that of the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. SUMNER. If this bill shall be debated 
I will not pressitnow. The Senator may then 
make his motion for an executive session. I | 
hope the Senator will give me an opportunity 
to have a vote on the bill. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


The Senator has made 


, cussion on it I will withdraw my motion. 


_ ately and make it right. 


| the Senator from New York has a proposition 


| feature of the bill. 


Mr. SUMNER. Very well. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Massachusetts moves to proceed to the 
consideration of Senate bill No. 115, in regard 
to telegraph cables. Is that the bill? 

Mr. SUMNER. It is. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
before the Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
with the bill which the Senator from Massachu- 
setts proposes to take up. Do not let us, how- 
ever, go into the consideration of it without an 
understanding that we shall consider it deliber- 
I do not suppose it 
will lead to much discussion, but there are some 


That motion is 


TLOBE. 





December 20). 


Senate the following message from the Pres 
ident of the United States : 
To the Senate of the United States : 

I hereby request the return of such part of m, 
message of December 9 in response to Senate 4... 
lution of December 6, requesting the reports of th 
inilitary commanders of the district of which Geors:, 
is & part, to wit, an anonymous letter purporting ;, 
be from “a Georgia woman,’’ which paper by acc; 
dent got with those called for by the resolution, ;, 
stead of in the waste basket, where it was intended 
it should go. U. 8S. GRANT 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, = phe 

Wasuinaton D. C., December 20, 1869, 


On motion by Mr. STEWART, it was 


Ordered, That the letter indicated in the foregoing 
message of the President be returned to him by th: 
Secretary ; and that,in printing the message of th, 
9th of December, the anonymous letter be Withheld 


| from publication. 


If there is to be no dis- 


On motion of Mr. CONKLING, the Senate 


adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 20, 1869. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burimr. 

The Journal of Thursday last was read and 
approved. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the 
first business in order will be the call of the 
States and Territories, beginning with the 
State of Maine, for bills and joint resolu. 
tions for reference to their appropriate com. 
mittees, and not to be brought back by mo- 
tions to reconsider. Under this call memo- 
rials and resolutions of State and territorial 


| Legislatures are in order. 


FREE SYSTEM OF BANKING. 
Mr. POLAND introduced a bill (H.R. No. 
610) providing for a free system of national 


banking ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Banking 


| and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 


I am quite in sympathy | 


| 


suggestions to be made about it, so that it will | 


not pass without consideration as it is now. I 
think with the Senator it is an important bill 
and ought to be considered, but I do not think 
we had better take it up at this time with the 
idea that it is to be passed in a moment. 

Mr. SUMNER. [| have already stated that 


which he has submitted to me to which I find 
no objection. 

Mr. CONKLING. That will dispose of one 
There is another feature, 
however, upon which there will be some dis- | 
cussion, no doubt. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That being so, I renew 
the motion that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in the consideration of executive 


business the doors were reopened. 


CUBAN AFFAIRS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the | 
Senate a message of the President of the Uni- 
ted States, communicating, in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate of the 8th instant, 
information in regard to the progress of the 


| revolution in Cuba, and the political and civil 
| condition of the island ; which was referred to 


the Committee on Foreign Relations, and | 
ordered to be printed. 


STATE OF GEORGIA. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the | 





UNITED STATES JUDGE FOR TEXAS. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 611) to provide a United States 
district judge for the eastern district of Texas ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

LEVI M. ROBERTS. 

Mr. FERRISS introduced a bill (H.R. No. 
612) granting a pension to Levi M. Roberts; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions and War of 1812. 

CHILDREN OF NATHANIEL EMERSON. 

Mr. FERRISS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 618) for the relief of the children of 
Nathaniel Emerson; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the same 
committee. 

BAIL IN CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASES. 

Mr. TANNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
614) to regulate the taking of bail in civil and 
criminal cases and the examination of offend: 
ers; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Revision of the 
Laws of the United States, and ordered to be 
printed. 

NEW YORK AND EUROPEAN STEAMSHIP LINES. 


Mr. HILL introduced a joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 90) declaratory of the act entitled ‘‘An 
act to provide for an American line of mail 
and emigrant passenger steamships between 
New York and one or more European ports, 
passed July 27, 1868; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 


| the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered 


| to be printed. 


JACOB J. COUNTRYMAN. 
Mr. CESSNA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


|| 615) for the relief of Jacob J. Countryman ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
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CHRISTINA ARMEL. 
\iy, CESSNA also introduced a bill (H. R. 


v, 616) granting a pension to Christina Ar- 
i: which was read a first and second time, 
ad referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
CHARLES L. FISHER. 
\{r. CESSNA also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 617) granting a pension to Charles L. 
cher; which was read a first and second time, 
nd referred to the same committee. 
JACOB SANDERS. 
ir. CESSNA also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 618) granting a pension to Jacob Sanders, 
. soldier of the war of 1812; which was read 
. first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions and 
War of 1812. 
JACOB BAUGHMAN, 
Mr. CESSNA also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 619) granting a pension to Jacob Baugh- 
in: which was read a first and second time, 
d referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
RACHEL W. HUSTON. 
Mr. CESSNA also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 620) granting a pension to Rachel W. 
Huston; which was read a first and second 


ne, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 
POST ROUTE IN MARYLAND. 

Mr. STONE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
(21) to establish a post route in Chester county, 
Maryland; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


WILLIAM HI. FARQUHAR. 


Mr. STONE also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 622) for the relief of William Farquhar ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
eferred to the Committee on Patents. 

SUSAN VANOVER. 

Mr. JONES, of North Carolina, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 623) for the relief of Susan 
Vanover, of North Carolina; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

JAMES SANDERS. 

Mr. JONES, of North Carolina, also intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. 624) for the relief of James 
Sanders, of North Carolina; which was reada 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. JONES, of North Carolina, also intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 625) for the removal 
of political and civil disabilities from citizens 
of North Carolina; which was read a first and 
econd time, and referred to the Committee on 
iieconstruction. 
LIGHT-HOUSE IN NORTIL CAROLINA. 

Mr. HEATON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
26) to authorize the building of a light-house 
at Chicamicomico, or in the vicinity of Bodie’s 
Island, North Carolina; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Com- 
nittee on Commerce. 

FRANCIS E. SHOBER. 
_ Mr. DEWEESE introduced a bill (H. R. 
‘0. 627) for the benefit of Francis E. Shober, 
relieving him from taking the test-oath ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
POST ROUTE IN NORTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. LASH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 628) 
to establish a post route in North Carolina 
trom Company Shops to Lennox Castle; which 
was read a first a second time, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
ihoads, 

LEMUEL DODD. 


Mr, LASH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
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629) granting a pension to Lemuel Dodd, of 

Caswell county, North Carolina, a soldier of 

the war of 1812; which was read a first and 

second time, and referred to the Committee on 

Revolutionary Pensions and War of 1812. 
JOHN BLACKBURN. 

Mr. LASH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
630) to relieve from political disabilities John 
Blackburn, a citizen of Forsyth county, North 
Carolina; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Re- 
construction. 

MATTHIAS MASTIN. 

Mr. LASH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
631) to relieve from political disabilities Mat- 
thias Mastin, a citizen of Forsyth county, North 
Carolina; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Recon- 
struction. 

JOUN MASTIN. 

Mr. LASH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
632) to relieve from political disabilities John 
Mastin, a citizen of Forsyth county, North 
Carolina; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Recon- 
struction. 

BENJAMIN F. WILSON. 

Mr. LASH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
633) to relieve from political disabilities Ben- 
jamin I’, Wilson, a citizen of Stokes county, 
North Carolina; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Reconstruction. 

WILLIAM T. WILKINS. 

Mr. LASH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
634) to remove political disabilities from Wil- 
liam T. Wilkins, and other citizens of Wilming- 
ton, North Carolina; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Reconstruction. 

SUPREME COURT DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. WELKER introduced a bjll (H. R. No. 
635) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to define 
more clearly the jurisdiction and powers of the 
supreme court of the District of Columbia, 
and for other purposes,’’ approved June 1, 
1866; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF 1812. 

Mr. BINGHAM introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 91) granting pensions to the 
surviving soldiers or their widows of the war 
of 1812; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensionsand War of 1812, and ordered 
to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. WINANS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


636) to provide for the relief of certain persons 
from political disabilities; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Reconstruction, and ordered to be 
printed. 


ISAAC BLOCHER. 
Mr. WINANS also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 637) for the relief of Isaac Blocher; which 
was read a first and second time, and, with the 
accompanying papers, referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

CAPTAIN JOHN FAUNCE, 


Mr. UPSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
638) for the relief of Captain John Faunce; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

POST ROUTES IN KENTUCKY. 

Mr. RICE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 639) 
establishing a post road from Louisa, Ken- 
tucky, via Wakefield to Louisville ; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. WINCHESTER introduced a bill (H. 


| R. No. 640) to establish an additional post 
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route in the State of Kentucky ; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SWEENEY introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 641) to establish a post route between 
Madisonville and Princeton, in the State of 
Kentucky; which was read a first and second 
time, and, with accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. SWEENEY also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 642) to establish a post route between 
Hopkinsville and Greenville, in the State of 
Kentucky; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


WILLIAM PRICE, 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 643) for the relief of William 
Price, minor child of Harrison Price, deceased, 
late a private in the thirteenth Tennessee cav 
alry; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


HELRS OF ANDREW HAMPTON, 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, also introduced 

a bill( H. R. No. 644) for the relief of the widow 

and minor children of Andrew Hampton, de- 

ceased, late a private in the United States Army ; 

which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 
POST ROUTE IN TENNESSEE. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, also introduced 

a bill (H. R. No. 645) to establish a post route 

in Tennessee ; which was read a first and second 


time, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


CHARGES OF RAILROAD COMPANIES. 


Mr. WILLIAMS introduced a joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No. 92) to inquire into the con- 
stitutional power of Congress to regulate and 
limit the tariff of rates of railroad companies 
extending through two or more States, and for 
the protection of the producing States of the 
West; which was read afirstand second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 


RINANCIAL POLICY. 


Mr. NIBLACK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
646) to suspend the provisions of an act entitled 
‘* An act to strengthen the public credit,’’ ap- 
proved March 18, 1869, until the United States 
shall resume the payment in coin of all the 
obligations of the Government; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 


APPRAISEMENT AND INSPECTION OF IMPORTS. 
Mr. NIBLACK also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 647) to regulate the appraisement and in- 
spection of imports in certain cases,and extend 
ing the provisions thereof to the ports of St. 
Louis, Cincinnati, Boston, Philadelphia, Bal- 
timore, New Orleans, Portland, Chicago, and 
Evansville ; which was read a first and second 
time. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I propose that this bill be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ALLISON. I think the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Nistack] will consent that this 
bill be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, who are now examining the question 
involved. 

Mr. NIBLACK. 
reference. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I objectto the reference 
of the bill to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. The Committee on Commerce now 
have the subject under consideration, and, as 
I understand, the gentleman from Indiana who 
introduced the bill prefers a reference to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. Doesthe gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Incersoi.] make a motion? 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Yes, sir; I move that 


I have no objection to that 








~~ 
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the bill be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 
rhe motion was agreed to. 


KXEMPTION FROM STAMP DUTIES. 

Mr. TYNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
648) to exempt certain instruments and papers 
from the payment of stamp duties; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

UNIVERSITY FOR THE BLIND. 


Mr. COBURN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


' 
i! 


649) to incorporate the University forthe Blind | 


in the District of Columbia; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to be printed. 


GARRET VAN HORNE, 


Mr. COOK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 650) 
granting a pension to Garret Van Horne; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


MRS. CORNELIA BROOKS. 


Mr. COOK also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 651) granting a pension to Mrs, Cornelia 
Srooks; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Invaiid 
Pensions. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS, QUINCY, ILLINOIS, 
Mr. HAWLEY introduced a bill (H.R. No. 


652) to provide for the purchase of a site 
and the erection of a building thereon for a 
custom-house, post office, and other Govern- 
ment purposes, at Quincy, Illinois; which was 
read u first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

THREK MONTHS EXTRA PAY. 

Mr. HAWLEY aiso introduced a bill (H. 
Kt. No. 658) further to extend the benefits of 
section four of an act making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the year ending 
June 30, 1866, approved March 3, 1865 ; which 


was read a first and second time, and referred | 


to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
DISTRIBUTION OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYES. 
Mr. HAY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 654) 


to distribute the number and rank of Govern- 
ment employés among the several districts and 
‘Territories ; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Iexpenditures. 

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES’ LICENSE, 

Mr. HAY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
655) to repeal so much of the internal revenue 
laws as requires agricultural societies to take 
out a United States license in order to hold 
their fairs, and to pay two per cent. on their 
gross receipts therefrom; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

PORT OF KANSAS CITY. 

Mr. VAN HORN introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 656) allowing the duties on foreign mer- 
chandise imported into the port of Kansas City 
to be secured and paid at that place; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

WESTERN MISSOURI JUDICIAL DISTRICT, 

Mr. VAN HORN also introduced a bill (H. 
it. No. 657) to provide for holding terms of 
the United States district court for the western 
district of Missouriat Kansas City,in said State ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

TIORSES LOST IN BATTLE. 


Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri, introduced 


a bili (H. R. No, 658) authorizing the Third | 


Auditor to pay claims for certain horses lost in 
the battle of Pilot Knob, Missouri; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


|| Missouri; which was read a first and second || 
| time, and 
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LABOR CONTRACTS. 


Mr. BURDETT introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 659) to regulate labor contracts made with 
immigrants to the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Education and Labor, and 
ordered to be printed. 

POST ROADS IN MISSOURL AND KANSAS. 

Mr. BURDETT also introduced a bill (H. 
Rt. No. 660) to establish certain post roads in 
the States of Kansas and Missouri ; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

ASSAY OFFICE AT ST. LOUIS. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG introduced a bill (H. 


R. No. 661) to establish an assay office in the | 


city of St. Louis; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

CITY OF CARONDELET. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG also introduced a 
bill (1. R. No. 662) to confer jurisdiction on 
the Court of Claims to decide a claim of the 
city of Carondelet; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

JOUN C. DETCHMENDY. 

Mr. WELLS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
663) to remove the political disabilities of 
John C. Detchmendy, of Washington county, 


referred to the Committee on 


| Reconstruction. 


ELIAS OVERTON. 

Mr. BOLES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
664) for the relief of Elias Overton, of Clarke 
county, Arkansas ; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions and War of 1812. 

AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY. 

Mr. CONGER introduced a bill (H. Rh. No. 

665) for the relief of the American [xpress 


| Company ; which was read a first and second 


| time, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


REMOVAL OF CUSTOM-ILOUSE. 
Mr. HAMILTON introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 666) to authorize the removal of the cus- 


'tom-house from St. Mark’s to Cedar Keys, 








| (H. R. No. 669) for the relief of Peter C. Hey- | 


Florida ; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
ERECTION OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE introduced a bill (H. 
Rt. No. 667) to provide for the security of the 
Government in the erection of public buildings; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

BOUNTIES. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE also introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 668) to provide for the payment of 
bounty to soldiers discharged by reason of 
sickness contracted in the line of duty ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PETER C. UEYLIGER. 
Mr. LOUGHRIDGE also introduced a bill 


liger; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

REVISION OF THE STATUTES. 

Mr. PALMER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
670) supplementary to and amendatory of an 
act entitled ‘*‘ Anactto provide for the revision 
and consolidation of the statute laws of the 
United States,’ approved June 27, 1866 ; which 


was read a first and second time, and referred | 


to the Committee on Revision of the Laws of 


| the United States. 


| 


FIRST MILITARY DISTRIOT, VIRGINIA. 
Mr. PALMER also introduced a bill (H. R. 
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No. 671) for the appropriation of S65.Q90 ¢ 
completing payment of expenses of elect; 
eld in the first military district, Virginia, , 
the 6th day of July, 1869, and expenses of 
tration for said district; which was read 
first and second time, and referred to tho ¢ 
mittee on Appropriations. 
POST ROADS IN IOWA, 
Mr. POMEROY introduced a bill (H.R. y, 


672) to establish certain post roads in the Sta, 
of lowa; which was read a first and seco, 
time, and referred to the Committee yy, ) 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

CAUSES IN STATE COURTS, 

Mr. POMEROY also introduced a bi|| (|) 
Rt. No. 673) amendatory of an act entitled «\, 
act for the removal of causes in certain cage: 
from State courts ;’’ which was read a first ay 
second time, referred to the Committee oy ;) 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


SWAMP LANDS IN WISCONSIN. 


Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, introduced a }) 
(H. R. No. 674) to grant certain islands to ¢) 
State of Wisconsin as swamp lands ; which wa: 
read a first and second time, referred to {jy 
Committee on the Publie Lands, and ordere: 
to be printed. 

PROOF AT LAND OFFICE. 

Mr. SARGENT introduced a bill (H, 2 
No. 675) in reference to aflidavits and proo: 
at the Land Office of the United States; wh; 
was read a first and second time, and referre:| 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

FORT RIDGELEY RESERVATION, 

Mr. WILKINSON introduced a bill (H. k. 
No. 676) forthe protection of the settlers within 
the Fort Ridgeley military reservation, Minne 
sota; which was read a tirst and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 


a, On 


regis 


~UM- 


LAND DISTRICTS IN KANSAS 

Mr. CLARKE introduced a bill (H. R. No 
677) to change the limits of certain land dis 
tricts in the State of Kansas; which was rea 
a first and second time, referred to the Co 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to 
printed. 

RAILROAD LAND GRANT. 

Mr. CLARKE also introduced a bill (H. | 
No. 678) for a grant of lands to the Preston. 
Salina, and Denver Railroad Company, and 
for the disposal of said lands to actual set 
tlers; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

HULL & COZZENS AND JOUN NAYLOR & CO. 

Mr. TAFFE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
679) for the relief of Hull & Cozzens and John 
Naylor & Co.; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee o! 
Claims. 

NEW MEXICAN VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr. CHAVES introduced a bill (H. Rt. No. 
, 680) to provide for the payment of certain vo! 
unteer companies in the service of the United 
States in the war with Mexico, and in_ the 
suppression of Indiau disturbances in New 
Mexico ; which was read a first and secon 
time, and referred to the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs. 


WAGON-ROADS IN NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. CHAVES also introduced bills of the 
following titles; which were severally read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on the Territories, and ordered to be printed 

A bill (A. R. No. 681) making appropria- 
tion for a wagon-road from Peralta, in the 
Territory of New Mexico, via Tetilla Peak, to 
Tajique ; . 

A bill (H. R. No. 682) making appropria: 
tion for a wagon-road from Los Rincones, |" 
the Territory of New Mexico, via Rio del Pue 
‘| blo, to Mora; and 
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4 bill (H. R. No. 683) making appropriation 
for the construction of a wagon-road from Santa 
é, New Mexico, via La Cuja del Rio, to Cer- 
rode Guadalupe. 

JOUN MARTIN. 

Mr. CHAVES also introduced a bill (H. R. 
io, 684) donating ten sections of public lands 
-, John Martin, for services in demonstrating 

» practicability of obtaining water in the 
jornada del Muerto, a desert in New Mexico ; 
hich was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
‘dered to be printed. 

ARIZONA VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Arizona, introduced 
a bill (Ht. N. No. 685) authorizing the accept- 
ance of the services of volunteers from the 
Governor of the Territory of Arizona; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 


ARIZONA A SURVEYING DISTRICT. 
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subject of the removal of the obstructions at Hell 
Gate, and a detailed statement showing the progress 
of the work now in operation for that purpose. 


SUPPRESSION OF POLYGAMY. 

Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey, submitted the 
following preamble and resolution, and moved 
that the same be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary : 


Whereas a system of illicit association termed 
polygamy, with a government de facto, exists in the 
Territory of Utah, and which is at variance with all 
moral law, a crime against nature, demoralizing and 
imbecilitating in the extreme, and a shame to the 
virtue and intelligence of the American people: 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire what further legislationis 
requisite for the suppression of the above-men- 
tioned evilandthepunishmentof the doersthereof; 
and also into the necessity and practicability of 
immediate measures being taken for its entire extir- 
pation, and to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. CULLOM. I move to amend by in- 
serting ‘‘the Committee on the Territories” 
in lieu of ** the Committee on the Judiciary.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to; and the 
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olution; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 


; Whereas the present practice of summoning jurors 
for the United States district and cireuit courts. b 
which said jurors are designated solely by the ma 
shals, confers an absolute power which in the hands 
of an unscrupulous officer might be made an instru 
ment of partiality, oppression, and injustice: There 
tore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of chan; 
ing the present mode of selecting Jurors in the United 
States courts, and report to this House by bill or 
otherwise. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT RALEIGH. 


Mr. DEWEESE submitted the following res- 
olution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to take into consideration the erection of 
a suitable building for the accommodation of United 
States courts, post offices, internal revenue, and other 
offices of the Government in the city of Raleigh, 
North Carolina, and to report to this House his 
views in regard to the matter, with an estimate ot 
the cost of the building. 


DISTRIBUTION OF GOVERNMENT OFFICES. 


motion as amended was then agreed to. 
SOUTH RIVER, NEW JERSEY. 


S lot 


Mr. MeCORMICK, of Arizona, also intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 686) to make the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona a separate surveying district ; 


Mr. DEWEESE.  ILask unanimous consent 
to introduce a second resolution. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the 


1Ch wa 


l to th 


Mr. BIRD introduced a joint resolution ( H. 


raers 


which was read afirst and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CAPITOL BUILDINGS FOR THE TERRITORIES. 
Mr. SHAFER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
Mr. 

687) to set aside certain proceeds from internal 
revenue for the erection of capitol buildings in 
the Territories of Arizona, Dakota, Idaho, 
Montana, Washington, and Wyoming; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on the Territories. 

R. P, COOMRAN AND WILLIAM TERRY. 


Mr. NUCKOLLS introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 688) for the removal of certain disabilities 


from KR. P. Cochran and William Terry; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Reconstruction. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The call for bills and 


joint resolutions having been concluded, the | 


States and Territories will now be called for 
House resolutions, beginning with the State of 
New York, where the call rested at the expira- 
tion of the morning hour on Monday last. 


R. No. 94) to cause a survey of South river, 
New Jersey, to be made; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


FRANKING PRIVILEGE, ETC. 
Mr. GETZ submitted the following resolution, 
upon which he called the previous question : 


Whereas the Postmaster General has expressed the 
opinion, in his last annual report, that the Post Office 
Department can forego that portion of its receipts 
now derived from postage on newspapers and 
pamphlets, provided it can be protected against the 
frauds, more than three times in amount, insuper- 
able from the franking privilege; and has declared 
it better far that the franking privilege should be 
abolished, and that all newspapers sent to regular 
and bona fide subseribers from a known oflice of 
publication should be carried free, without regard to 
weight, throughout the United States, as now 
throughout the county wherein printed and pub- 
lished: Therefore, 

Be itresolved, Thatthe Committee onthe Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to incorporate in any 
bill which they may report for the abolition of the 
franking privilege a provision allowing, all news- 
papers published within the United States and sent 
to actual subscribers to be carried free through the 
mails, in accordance with the recommendation of the 
Postmaster General above quoted. 


The question was upon seconding the call for 


gentleman from North Carolina introducing 
under this call another resolution ? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. DEWEESE introduced a joint resolu 
tion (H. R. No. 98) to distribute the number 
and rank of Government employés among the 
several districts and Territories; which 
read a first and second time. 

Lhe resolution provides, in the first section, 
that after its passage it shall be the duty of the 
Secretaries of State, War, Navy, Treasury, and 
Interior, the Postmaster and Attorney Gen 
eral, Commissioner of Agriculture, Superin 
tendent of Public Buildings and Grounds, and 
the officers of the House and Senate to sever 
ally cause to be made alphabetical lists of all 
the employés in their respective Departments 
or forces, and to correct the same as changes 
shall be made, and to keep the lists in thei 
several offices respectively, subject to inspec 
tion. 

The second section provides that the lists 
shall contain the name, rank, and pay of tli 
employés of the respective Departments or 
forces, date of employment and residence, giv 


was 


ing town, county, State, or Territory, designat 


the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox, ] 
upon which he had called for the previous 
question. The resolution will be read. 

lhe resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That among the evils growing out of the 
late civil war is that of an irredeemable paper cur- 
rency; that it is one of the highest duties of the Gov- 


ernment to secure to the citizens a medium of ex- 
change of fixed unvarying value, and that thisimplies 


areturn to a specie basis, and nosubstitute for it can | 


be devised; that it should be commenced now and 
reached at the earliest possible moment. 


Mr. COX. I withdraw the call for the pre- 
vious question, and move that the resolution be 
referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, as they have charge of this subject 
at present. 

‘The motion was agreed to; andthe resolution 
was referred accordingly. 


HELL GATE, 


_Mr.REEVES submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
without unnecessary delay to communicate for the 
information of this House copies of any reports, 
papers, surveys, and estimates or other data that may 
ein his possession, or in possession of any bureau of 
his Department,relating to the feasibility and proba- 
ble cost of cutting through Hallett’s Point, in Hell 
(rate, at the head of Long Island sound, a channel 
sufficiently straight and deep to remove or materi- 
ally reduce the perils now attending navigation of 
that important passage; and also to transmit any 
further information he may posseas bearing upon the 
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mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MILITARY ARRESTS. 


Mr. WOODWARD submitted the following 

resolution; which was read, considered, and 
adopted : 
_ Resolved, That the President be requested to in- 
form this House, if not incompatible with the public 
interest, whether any citizens of the United States 
are imprisoned or detained in military custody by 
officers of the Army of the United States; and if any, 
to furnish their names, the date of their arrests, and 
the offenses charged against them, together with a 
statement of what measures have been taken for the 
trial and punishment of the offenders. 

Mr. WOODWARD moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Goruam, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
passed a concurrent resolution to print in 
pamphlet form the addresses delivered in the 
Senate and the House on the occasion of the 


death of Hon. William Pitt Fessenden, in 
which the concurrence of the House was 
requested. 


JURORS IN THE UNITED STATES COURTS. 
Mr. SCOFIELD submitted the following res- | 


i | RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS. fag dig: So gpemceraine: ne upon || ing those who have servedin the Army or Navy 
: of the United States. 

al set The SPEAKER. At the expiration of the So the previous question was not seconded. The third section provides that the several 
| time morning hour on Monday last the pending Mr. FARNSWORTH moved that the pre- | congressional districts, organized Territories, 
sands, question was upon a resolution submitted by || amble and resolution be referred to the Com- | and the District of Columbia shall be entitled 


to equal numbers and ranks of employés in the 
said several Departments and forces. No dis- 
trict or Territory is to have more than one of 
any rank until every district and Territory, as 
herein provided for, shall have at least one of 
the same rank; and all appointments in said 
Departments and forces hereafter are to be to 
equalize the number and rank of employés, as 
above provided for. ‘The equalization of num 
bers and rank of employés from the several 
districts and Territories aforesaid is to be made 
by the 4th day of March, 1871. Nothing con 
tained in this resolution is to be construed to 
regulate the employment and service of day 
laborers, and boys under the age of sixteen 
years. 

The question being on ordering the joint 
resolution to be engrossed for a third reading, 

Mr. DEWEESE called for the previous ques 
tion. 

On seconding the previous question ther 
were—ayes 49, noes 45; no quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Morris, of Maine, 
and Mr. Dewees. 

The House divided; and the tellers repor 
ed—ayes one hundred; noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

(he main question was ordered; there be 
ing—uyes ninety-two; noes not counted. 

[he joint resolution was ordered to be en- 





ay 
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grossed forathird reading; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time. 

The joint resolution was passed; there be- 
ing—ayes 85, noes 62. 

Mr. DEWEES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. 


expired, 


The morning hour has 


IMPROVEMENT OF DES MOINES RAPIDS. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, reported 
from the Committee on Appropriations a bill 

It. Rh. No. 689) making a temporary appro- 
priation for the prosecution of the work upon 
the improvement of the Des Moines rapids in 
the Mississippi river; which was read a first 
and second time. 

The bill appropriates $200,000, to be ex- 
pended under the direction and superintend- 
ence of the Secretary of War, for the purpose 
of continuing the prosecution of the work upon 
the improvement of the Des Moines rapids in 
the Mississippi river. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I make the point of order 
that this bill makes an appropriation and rust 
receive its first consideration in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I am 
perfectly aware of that, but I intend to ask the 
Ilouse to consider it as in Committee of the 
Whoie and to put it on its passage now. I beg 
the louse to indulge me in a word of explana- 
tion, 

The SPEAKER. Doesthe gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Houman] withdraw his point of 
order to allow an explanation? 

Mr. HOLMAN. [withdraw it for the pres- 
ent, reserving the right to renew it here- 
after, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. If after 
my explanation the House should object to 
considering the bill it will, of course, go to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

This billhas been reported by the Committee 
on Appropriations upon representations that 
have been made in person by the Secretary of 
War and General Humphreys, of the engineer 
department. They state that the condition of 
the work at Des Moines rapids is such that if 
the regular appropriation, which cannot be 
used tiil the ist of next July, must be waited 


for, the Government will sustain greatloss; that | 


there are now six hundred men employed there, 
employed at great advantage in the prosecu- 
tion ot this work ; and that the money will be 
exhausted about the Ist of January. If this 
appropriation be not made this force will be 
scattered, the machinery, which has been per- 
fected at great expense, will sustain great loss, 
the work will be much delayed, and great dam- 
age will result to the country by delay in the 
completion of the work, which, sir, | under- 
tuke to say, is one of the most valuable public 
works ever undertaken by this Government. 
With this statement of the case I hope that 
there will be no objection to the bill, and 
that I may be now allowed to put it on its 
aussage, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I do not see that there is 
any pressing necessity for taking this bill up 
out of its regular order. There are a great 
many public works in comparatively the same 
condition. I therefore must insist on my 
objection. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I trust 
not, as this will save money to the Government. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Ifthe gentleman has any 
documents from the War Department or from 


General Humphreys | hope that they will be || 


read. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, 
retary of War and General Humphreys both 
personally appeared before the committee this 
morning. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


I insist on my point of 
order, 


The See- | 
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Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I move 
to suspend the rules so that the bill may be 
considered in the House at the present time 
without reference to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

‘The House divided; and there were—ayes 
88, noes 34. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE demanded tellers. 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Mr. ELpripGe, and 
Mr. Wasubcurn of Wisconsin, were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 88, noes 31. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, demanded 
the previous question on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the oper- 
ation thereof the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 

Mr. WOOD. Are there any official docu- 
ments in support of this bill? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. The Sec- 
retary of War and General Humphreys both 
made statements in its favor this morning. 

Mr. WOOD. 
the subject; and if there be any documents 
accompanying the bill let them be read. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I do not 
yield for that purpose. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. 

the engrossed bill. 

The SPEAKER. 
engrossed. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was ordered to be en- 


I call for the reading of 


The bill has not been 


grossed; and on that motion I demand the || 


yeas and nays. 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 


rhe question was taken ; and it was decided || bankruptey ought not to be amended so that pro- 
|| ceedings in bankruptcy pending in one district ma) 
| be removed to and proceeded with in the district 


in the negative—yeas 50, nays 108, not voting 
53; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ambler, Archer, Arnell, Axtell, 
Beatty, Benjamin, Benton, Bingham, Boles, Burr, 
Cox, Crebs, Dickinson, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Gris- 


wold, Ilamill, Holman, Thomas L. Jones, Kerr, |! 


Ketcham, Knott, Lawrence, Marshall, Mayham, 
Maynard, McGrew, McNeely, Mereur, Mungen, 


| Niblack, Potter, Randall, Rice, Rogers, Scofield, 


Shanks, Joseph §8. Smith, Stone, Strong, Swann, 
Sweeney, ‘#anner, Trimble, Van Trump, Voorhees, 
Welker, Winchester, Witcher, and Wood—. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Asper, Bailey, Beaman, 
fennett, Bird, Bowen, Boyd, George M. Brooks, 
Buck, Buckley, Buffinton, Burehard, Burdett, Benja- 
nin FY, Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Calkin, Cessna, 
Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Cook, Conger, Cullom, Dawes, 
Deweese, Dickey, Dox, Duval, Ela, Ferriss, Ferry, 
Finkelnburg, Fitch, Getz, Greene, Hale, Hamilton, 
Hawkins, Lawley, Llay, Heaton, Hoar, Hooper, 


ilotechkiss, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Johnson, Alexander | 


il. Jones, Judd, Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, Laflin, 
Lash, Logan, _ Loughridge, Lyneh, McCarthy, 
McCrary, Eliakim HU. Moore, Jesse If. Moore, Wil- 


| liam Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, 


Myers, Negley, O’Neill, Orth, Packard, Packer, 
Paine, Palmer, Peters, Phelps, Pomeroy, Reeves, 
Roots, Santord, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, Lionel 
A. Sheldon, PorterSheldon, John A. Smith, William 
J. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, William Smyth, 
Starkweather, Stevenson, Stokes, Stoughton, Stra- 
der, ‘Tatfe, Townsend, Twicheli, Tyner, Upson, Van 


liorn, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wells, Wheeler, | 


Whittemore, Wilkinson, Williams, Eugene M. Wil- 
son, John ‘T. Wilson, Winans, and Woodward—1038. 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Ames, Armstrong, 
Banks. Barnum, Beck, Biggs, Blair, James Brooks, 
Cake, Churchill, Cleveland, Clinton L. Cobb,Coburn, 
Cowles, Davis, Dixon, Dockery, Donley, Dyer, Fisher, 
Fox, Garfield, Gilfillan, Golladay, Haight, Halde- 
man, Hambleton, Hays, Heflin, Hill, Hoag, Hoge, 
liopkins, Julian, Kelley, McCormick, Morgan, Mor- 
rissey, Poland, Prosser, Reading, Schumaker, Sher- 
rod, Slocum, Stevens, Stiles, Strickland, Tillman, 


Van Auken, Ward, William B. Washburn, and | 
| Willard—53. 


So the House refused to reconsider the vote | 
by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed || 


and read a third time. 

The bill being engrossed, it was accordingly 
read the third time. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I move 
that the bill do now pass, and on that demand 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill was passed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move 


| several gentlemen who have bills and ye 


Give us some information on || 
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| that the House proceed to the consideratio, 
| of the business on the Speaker's table. ce 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state tj,, 
° . . . 80lu- 
tions to refer came in after States and Terr 
tories were called for that purpose. W/jj| ¢},, 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Bry, 
yield in favor of those gentlemen ? 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. | wil]. 
PROTECTION OF THE REVENUE. 


ER 


Mr. JUDD, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 690) to amend an au 
entitled ‘‘ An act to protect the revenue, and fo, 
other purposes,” approved July 28, 18¢ 
which was read a first and second time, ani 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

CREW OF THE NIGHTINGALE, 

Mr. KETCHAM, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 691) for the relic 
of certain of the crew of the ship Nightingale. 


which was read a first and second time, ani 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


3. C. BAILEY. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, by unanimous 
consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 692) for 
damages done to B. C. Bailey by the detey. 
tion and expenses incurred in the seizure of 


hs 
} 


| the ship Argo in May, 1861; which was read 
| a first and second time, and referred to the 


Committee of Claims. 
LAW OF SANKRUPTCY. 
Mr. POLAND, by unanimous consent, sub- 


' mitted the following resolution; which was 


read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revision of tho 


| Laws of the United States be instructed to inquire 


whether the law establishing a uniform system o{ 


court of another district, and to report by bill or 
otherwise. 


GOVERNMENT OFFICES AT GRAND RAPIDS. 
Mr. FERRY, by unanimous consent, sub 


|| mitted the following resolution; which was 


read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Treasury be 
requested to take into consideration the erection ot 
a suitable building in the city of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, tor the accommodation of the various 
officers of the Government located in that city, and 
to report to this House his views in regard to thi 


| necessity for the erection of such a building, together 


with the estimates of the cost thereof. 
NEW YORK AND BOSTON POST OFFICES. 
Mr. FITCH. Iask unanimous consent to 
introduce the following resolution, and move 
its adoption : 
Whereas it is alleged that money has been ex- 


pended largely in excess of the appropriations for 
the construction of the new post office buildings in 


| New York city and Boston, and that in New York 
| city the construction of said building has been com- 
| menced and is progressing in an unsuitable and ille- 
| gal manner, and in utter disregard of the plans 


authorized and approved by Congress: Therefore, 
Re it resolved, ‘‘hat the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads are hereby instructed to make 
an inspection of and investigation into the construc 
tion of the new post office buildings at New York 
and Boston, now in process of erection, the progres 
made, the suitableness of the locations selected for 
said buildings, the plans of the same, and probable 
cost thereof, together with the necessity for their 
completion, and report the facts to this House; and 


| said committeeis empowered to send for persons and 


papers, and examine witnesses under oath. 


Mr. GETZ. Irise to a question of order. 
It seems to me that that portion of the resolu- 


| tion which relates to the expenditure of public 


money on the buildings referred to belongs 
properly to the Committee on Public Expendi- 


| tures, and that that which relates to the build- 


ings themselves should go the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. s 
The SPEAKER. That is a matter for the 


| House to determine. 


Mr. FITCH. 


Task the previous question on 


| the resolution. 


The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was adopted. 
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VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 693) pro- 
viding for the reassembling of the Legislature 
of Virginia and administering the test-oath to 
the officers and members thereof; which was 


read a first and second time, referred to the | 


Committee on Reconstruction, and ordered to 
be printed. 
EMPLOYMENT OF A CLERK. 

Mr. CULLOM, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Accounts : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Territories 
be authorized to employ a clerk at the same rate of 


compensation as is paid to the clerk of the Commit- | 


tee on Military Affairs. 
ELECTION FRAUDS. 

Mr. PAINE, from the Committee of Elee- 
tions, reported back bill (H. R. No. 477) to 
prevent and punish election frauds, with a sub- 
stitute for the same, and moved that both bills 
be ordered to be printed, and recommitted to 
the Committee of Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. HALE, by unanimous consent, intro- | 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 694) to remove the 
political disabilities of certain persons therein 
named ; which was read a first and second time, 
and, with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Reconstruction. 

Mr. KELSEY. 
of business. 

Mr. ALLISON moved to reconsider all the 
votes by which bills and resolutions had been 
referred since the expiration of the morning 
hour; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, resumed 
the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. 
dence of the general order? 
thatthe resolutions in reference to Mr. Peabody 


were made the special order for to-day after the | 


morning hour,and I therefore call for the special 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Jones] presented one day last week 


some resolutions which were assigned to this | 


morning after the morning hour for considera- 
tion, but they are subject to the right of the House 


to suspend the rules and to the motion to go to | 


the business on the Speaker’s table made in 
order after the morning hour. 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Butter] in making 
the motion could take the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky off the floor even while he was occupying 
it. ‘The Chair recognized the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Bur.er,} the chairman of 
the Committee on Reconstruction, because he 


was advised by him that his intention was to | 


move to go to business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I would appeal 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Burra and say that this matter in reference 
to Mr. Peabody can be disposed of in a very 
short time. There is little more than sufficient 


time now for the President to follow the order | 


of the resolutions, and I hope the gentleman 
will waive his motion. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


joint resolution in relation to Virginia. 

lhe SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mas- 
‘achusetts [Mr. Bur.er] is on the floor, and 
ve gentleman from New York [Mr. Ketsey] 
i28 demanded the regular order. The Chair 
“anuot recognize the gentleman from Illinois 
t Mr, l’'annswortH] unless the gentleman from 
‘assachusetts unconditionally yields the floor. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I cannot, 


I demand the regular order | 


| hold the floor. 
| of order, and the resolution of the gentleman 
|| from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworru] will be read. 


I desire to inquire of the Chair | 
whether a special order does not take prece- | 


I desire to say | 





The gentleman | 


I desire to move to | 
uspend the rules for the purpose of offering a | 
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for the reason that the Committee on Recon- 
struction have postponed the consideration of 
the joint resolution as to Virginia until after 
the recess because we have not sufficient evi- 
dence. 

I now move to proceed to the business on 
the Speaker’s table for the purpose of taking 
up the Senate bill to promote the reconstruc- 
tion of Georgia. 

Mr. WOOD. I hope not. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise to a point of 
order. On Monday it is in order to move to 
suspend the rules, and that motion to suspend 
the rules would suspend the rule under which 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Bur- 
LER] makes his motion. 

The SPEAKER. It could not take the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts off the floor. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. He has made his 
motion and subsided, and I have now a right to 
make my motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman. 

REPRESENTATION OF VIRGINIA. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move to suspend 
the rules to enable me to introduce the joint 
resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I thought 
I had the floor, Mr. Speaker. How can the 
gentleman get on thefloortodothat. [{Laugh- 


| ter. | 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman has made 
his motion, and before putting it the Chair 
recognized the gentleman from Illinois, who 
rose to a point of order, stating that his right 
to offer the resolution under a suspension of 
the rules was undoubted and superseded the 
right of the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
The Chair sustains the point 


The Clerk read the joint resolution, declaring 
Virginia has performed the required acts enti- 
tling her to representation in the Congress of 


| the United States, and that she is entitled to 


such representation. ‘The preamble to the joint 
resolution recites that the people of Virginia 
have adopted a constitution republican inform, 
and by its provisions securing equality of rights 


to all citizens of the United States before the | 


law, and have in all respects complied with the 


requirements of the several acts of Congress | 


providing for the reconstruction of the late 
insurrectionary States; and that the Congress 


| of the United States have received assurances, 


and are assured, that the people of Virginia, 


| and especially those heretofore in insurrection, | 
| have renounced all claim of any right of seces- 
| sion in a State and are now well disposed to 
|| the Government of the United States, and will 


support and defend the Constitution thereof, 


and carry out the provisions and requirements || 
| of the Constitution, submitted by the recon- 


struction acts of Congress and ratified by the 
people of Virginia, in letter and in spirit. The 


| joint resolution declares the State of Virginia 
entitled to representation in the Congress of | 


the United States. 
The question recurred upon the motion of 


| Mr. Farnsworth, to suspend the rules. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH and Mr. ELDRIDGE 
called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken by yeas and 
nays; and it resulted in the negative—yeas 63, 


| nays 105, not voting 43; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams,Archer, Axtell, Beck, Biggs, 
Bingham, Bird, Burr, Calkin, Cox, Crebs, Deweese, 
Dickinson, Dox, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Fitch, Getz, 
Greene, Griswold, Haldeman, Hambleton, Hamill, 
Hawkins, Heaton, Hill, Holman, Johnson, Alexan 
der H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Kerr, Ketcham, 
Knott, Laflin, Lash, Marshall, Mayham, MecCo: 
mick, McNeely, Morgan, Mungen, Niblack, Po 
land, Potter. Randall, Reeves, Rice, Rogers, Joseph 
S. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Stone, Strader, 
Swann, Sweeney, Tanner, Trimble, Van Trump, 
Voorhees, Wells, Eugene M. Wilson, Winchester 
W ood, and Woodward—63. 
NA YS—Messers. Allison, Ambler, Armetrong, A 

per, Bailey, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, Benton 
Soles, Bowen, Boyd, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buck 
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ley, Bufiinton, Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin F. 
Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Cessna Churchill 
Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Conger Cul : 
lom, Diekey, Dixon, Donley, Duval, Ela. Ferriss 
Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Hale, Hamilton. Haw- 
ley, Hay, Hoar, Hoge, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll 
Jenckes, Judd, Kelsey, Knapp, Lawrence, Logan 
Loughridge, Maynard, McCarthy, MeCrary, Mereur, 
Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse Hi. Moore, William Moore. 
Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, New: 
ley, O'Neill, Orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, Palme: 
Peters, Phelps, Pomeroy, Prosser, Sanford, Sargent 
Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, Porter Sheldon, 
John A. Smith, William J. Smith, William Smyth 
Starkweather, Stevens, Stevenson, Stokes, Stoug!l 
ton, Strickland, Taffe, Townsend, Twichell, Tyr: 
Upson, Van Horn, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Welk« 
Wheeler, Whittemore, Wilkinson, Williams, Joln 
T. Wilson, Winans, and Witcher—105, 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Arnell, Banks, Bar 
num, Bennett, Blair, James Brooks, Cake, Clev: 
land, Clinton L. Cobb, Cowles, Davis, Dawes, Dock 
ery, Dyer, Fax, Garfield, Giltillan, Golladay, Haight, 
Hays, Heflin, Hoag, Hopkins, Julian, Kelley, Kel 
logg, Lynch, McGrew, Morrissey, Reading, Root 


| Schumaker, Lionel A. Sheldon, Sherrod, Slocum, 


Stiles, Strong, Tillman, Van Auken, Ward, William 
B. Washburn, and Willard—43, 

So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) 
the motion to suspend the rules was not agreed 
to. 

The question recurred upon the motion of 
Mr. Borer, of Massachusetts, to proceed to 
the consideration of business on the Speaker’s 
table. 

Mr. WOOD. Lunderstand the purpose of 
the gentleman to be to take up the Georgia 


| bill. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman has indi- 
cated that to be his purpose. 

Mr. WOOD. I move to lay that motion on 
the table; and upon that I call the yeas and 
nays. 

The question was taken upon ordering the 
yeas and nays; and upona division there were— 
ayes 29, noes 110. 

So (one fifth voting in the affirmative) the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken by yeas and 


| nays; andit was decided in the negative—yeas 


48, nays 119, not voting 44; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Archer, Axtell, Beck 


| Biggs, Bird, Burr, Calkin, Cox, Crebs, Dickinson, 


Dox, Eldridge, Getz, Greene, Griswold, Haldeman, 
Hambleton, Hamill, Holman, Johnson, Thomas | 
Jones, Kerr, Knott, Marshall, Mayham, McCormick 
McNeely, Morgan, Mungen, Niblack, Potter, Ran 
dall, Reeves, Rice, Joseph S. Smith, Stone, Strade: 
Swann, Sweeney, Trimble, Van Trump, Voorhe: 


| Wells, Eugene M. Wilson, Winchester, Wood, anc 


W oodward—4s8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Arnell, Asper, 
Bailey, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, Bennett, Benton, 
Bingham, Boles, Bowen, Boyd, George M. Brooks, 
Buck, Buckley, Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Ben 
jamin F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Cessna, 
Churchill, Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Cook, 


| Conger, Cullom, Dawes, Deweese, Dickey, Dixon, 


Donley, Duval, Ela, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, 
Finkelnburg, Fisher, Hale, Hamilton, Hawkins, 
Hawley, Hay,Heaton, Hill, Hoar, Hoge, Hooper, 
Hotchkiss. Jenckes, Alexander H. Jones, Judd, 
Kellogg, Kelsey, Ketcham, Knapp, Laflin, Lash, 
Lawrence, Logan, Loughridge, Maynard, MeCarthy, 
McCrary, McGrew. Mercur, Eliakim H. Moore, 
Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, 
Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, Negley, O’Neill, Orth, 
Packard, Packer, Paine, Palmer, Peters, Phelps, 
Poland, Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, Sawyer, Schenck, 
Scofield, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, 
John A. Smith, William J.Smith, Worthington C 
Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, St 
venson, Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, Taffe, 
Tanner, Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Van 
Horn, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Welker, Whitte- 
more, Wilkinson, Williams, and Winans—119. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Armstrong, Banks, 
Jarnum, Blair, James Brooks, Cake, Cleveland, 
Clinton L. Cobb, Cowles, Davis. Dockery, Dyer, 
Fitch, Fox, Garfield, Gilfillan, Golladay, Haight, 
Hays, Heflin, Hoag, Hopkins, Ingersoll, Julian, 
Kelley, Lynch, Morrissey, Reading, Rogers, San 
ford, Sargent, Schumaker, Sherrod, Slocum, Stiles, 
Tillman, Van Auken, Ward, William B. Washburn, 
Wheeler, Willard, John T. Wilson, and Witcher—4. 


So the motion to lay on the table was not 
agreed to. 

The question again recurred upon the mo 
tion of Mr. Burner, of Massachusetts, to p 


ceed to the consideration of business on tue 
Speaker's table. : ! 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusett I with 


‘ : vant ent if 
draw that motion, and in lieu thereot submit 
thie following: 

hiesolved, Th if 
tiou proceed t o1 


! “| led, and the 
ideration of 
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Senate bill No, 281, entitled * An act to promote the 
reconstruction of the State of Georgia,” and that at 
tour o’clock p.m. of this day, or assoonthereafter as 
possible, the House shall without dilatory motion 
proceed to vote on the passage of the same. 

Mr. WOOD. ‘The gentleman proposes to 
allow only one bourand a half for debate upon 
this important bill. 

The SPEAKER. A motion to suspend the 
rules is not debatable. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. 

now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and upon adivision 
there were—ayes 41, noes 96. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that when the 
House adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on the 
day after to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair declines to 
entertain the motion. ‘The gentleman has no 
right to make it, under the rules. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 1 take an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will call the 
roll. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, am I not 
entitled to take an appeal from the decision of 
the Chair? 

The SPEAKER. In order that there may 
be no misunderstanding about this question 
the Chair will ask the Clerk to read the rule of 
the House bearing upon the matter. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“Pending a motion to suspend the rules the 
Speaker may entertain one motion that the House 
do now adjourn; but after the result thereon is an- 


nounced he shall not entertain any other dilatory 
motion till the vote is taken on suspension.”’ 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will call the 
roll. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I take an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER, The Clerk will eall the 
roll. 


The question being taken on the motion to 


I move that the House 


ai 


RECONSTRUCTION OF GEORGIA. 
The question recurred on the resolution of 
Mr. Burier, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker—— 
Mr. COX. I beg the gentleman from Massa- 


chusetts to listen to me forone moment. There | 
is a large body of us on this side of the House | 
who are anxious to debate this bill and think | 


that debate is more important than dilatory 
motions. If, therefore, the gentleman will 
modify his motion so as to give us full liberty 


' 


of debate until to-morrow at three or four | 
o’clock—if he will fix some time to-morrow | 
| for the vote—I think there will no difficulty on 


this side of the House, at least so far as regards | 


a large number of members. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Mr. Speak- 


er, I should be content to modify the resolu- 


adjourn, it was decided in the negative—yeas | 


44, nays 11%, not voting 48; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Archer, Axtell, Beck, Biggs, Bird, 
Burr, Calkin, Cox, Dickinson, Dox, Eldrige, Getz, 
(ireene, Haldeman, Hambleton, Hamill, Holman, 
Thomas L. Jones, Kerr, Knott, Marshall, Mayham, 
McCormick, McNeely, Morgan, Mungen, Niblack, 
Potter, Randall, Reeves, Rice, Joseph 8S. Smith, 
Stone, Strader, Swann, Sweeney. Trimble, Van 
Trump, Voorhees, Wells, Eugene M. Wilson, Win- 
chester, Wood, and Woodward—44. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Armstrong, Ar- | 


nell, Asper, Bailey, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, Ben- 
nett, Bingham, Boles, Bowen, Boyd, Buck, Buckley, 
Buflinton, Birchard, Burdett, Roderick R, Butler, 
Cessna, Churchill, Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, 
Cook, Conger, Cullom, Dawes, Dickey, Dixon, Don- 
ley, Duval, Ela, Ferriss, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fisher, 
Fitch, Hale, Llamilton, Hawkins, Hawley, Hay, 
Heaton, Hill, Iloge, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, 
Jenckes, Alexander I. Jones, Judd, Kellogg, Kelsey, 
Ketcham, Knapp, Laflin, Lash, Lawrence, Logan, 
Loughridge, Maynard, McCarthy, McCrary, MeGrew, 
Mereur, Eliakin H. Moore, Jessie H. Moore, William 
Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, 
Negley, O'Neill, Orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, Pal- 
mer, Peters, Phelps, Poland, Pomeroy, Prosser, Ro- 
gers, Roots, Sanford, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, 
Seofield, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, 
John A. Smith, William J. Smith, Worthington C. 
Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather. Stevens, 


Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, Taffe, Tan- | 





ner, Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Van Horn, | 


Welker, Wheeler, Whittemore, Wilkinson, Williams, 
Winans, and Witeher—119. 
NOT VOTING — Messrs. Adams, Ames, Banks, 


Barnum, Benton, Blair, George M. Brooks, James | 


Brooks, Benjamin F. Butler, Cake, Cleveland, Clin- 
ton L. Cobb, Cowles, Crebs, Davis, Deweese, Dock- 


ery, Dy er, Farnsworth, Fox, Garfield, Gilfillan, Gol- 
laday, Griswold, Haight, Hays, Heflin, Hoag, Hoar, 


Hopkins, Johnson, Julian, Kelley, Lynch, Morrissey, || 


Reading, Schumaker, Sherrod, Slocum, Stevenson, 
Stiles, Tillman, Van Auken, Ward, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, William DB. Washburn, Willard, and 
Jebn T. Wilson—4s. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
MESSAGE FROM TILE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Gormam, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
assed, withoutamend ment, joint resolution (H. 
t. No. 77) disapproving of a contract for leas- 
ing the custom-house block in San Francisco. 


| on without dilatory motions. 
| understood I wish to give three fourths of the | 
| time, so far as I am concerned, to my friends 
I will modify my motion by || 


| this measure 


tion which I have offered so as to provide for 
taking the vote at three o’ clock to-morrow with- 
out dilatory motions. I understand my friends 
on this side do not much care about indulging 
in debate, so that the discussion will be sub- 
stantially in the hands of gentlemen on the 
other side. If the resolution can be passed in 
a modified form so as to provide that after the 
vote on the passage of the bill or on its post- 
ponement—because my friend from Ohio [ Mr. 
BINGHAM] wants to submit that motion 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
the gentleman’s consent, that if the motion to 
postpone should fail, I shall ask leave to move 
an amendment to this bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Ah! Iam 
not at liberty. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Has this bill been printed 
and laid upon the desks of members? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I understand that it has 
been distributed or that it is now being distrib- 
uted for the first time, and that no one has had 
an opportunity to see this bill until this morn- 
ing. Is not that so? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 





I want to 


say to the gentleman from Wisconsin and the | 


House that the majority of the Committee on 
Reconstruction desired to have this bill debated 
until three o’clock to-morrow, and then voted 
If that can be 


on the other side. 
saying that the vote shall be taken to-morrow 
at three o’clock p. m. 

Mr. WOOD. If the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts will permit me, I should like to 
know what he comprehends in the definition 
of ‘‘dilatory motions?’’ So far as we are con- 
cerned we are not disposed to offer factious 
opposition to this or any other measure ; but, 
sir, we do feel the magnitude of the proposi- 
tion contained in this bill to be of that char- 
acter that we are obliged to resist its passage 
by every proper parliamentary method. If 
the Speaker will take the same view of what 
constitutes a dilatory motion as his predeces- 
sor then we might have grave differences of 
opinion as to what it really was. We shall 
oppose this measure, so far as we feel justified, 
step by step in its progress to its passage, which 
we know we cannot prevent. I for one shall 
reserve the right to make every opposition to 

shall deem right. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Then I 


| call for the vote on my motion as it is. 


TheSPEAKER. 
a single remark. 

Mr. COX. Does the gentleman modify his 
motion ? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Not after 
the threat from the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts has certainly misunderstood me, for 
he misrepresents me. Ihave made no threat. 
I only declared that we should be compelled 


The Chair wishes to make 


I wish to say also, with | 


Yes, sir. | 
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| to oppose this measure in every proper | 
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mate parliamentary way. There is no thro» 
in that. 7 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. Speaker, I wis), ; 
say this: so far as Iam concerned my eo, 
duct in regard to delay in this House will j,. 
governed by the desire shown to accord {,), 
and full debate; no more. Constituted ag ¢};, 
House is, I know the power of the majority 
and that a measure can never be prevente, 
from passing by a resort to means properly 
denominated as dilatory motions. I have ge. 
members of this House resort frequently, a, 
properly, in my judgment, in years gone by, ;, 
dilatory motions for the purpose of obtainin. 
fair discussion of pending bills; and I sha) 
feel myself at liberty to do that on this o, 


_any other measure, but no further, to secy), 


| full and fair debate. 





| 


| 


And so far as I am ep) 
cerned I wish to say to my friends on this gid 
of the House, as well as to the other side, tha; 
it would be far more profitable to the country 
and ourselves to occupy time in exposing thi 
features of this bill, if they are wrong, than jy 
consuming it in dilatory motions. Tor tha: 
reason I shall support the suggestions of i, 
friend from New York, [Mr. Cox; } and if {}; 
gentleman from Massachusetts will modify }) 
motion so as to take the vote to-morrow » 
three or four o'clock, so far as Iam concerne} 
there will be no dilatory motion after that tine 

The SPEAKER. In responseto the remark 


| which fell from the gentleman from New York 
_[Mr. Woop] touching the Chair’s construction 


of the rule, the Clerk will first read the ry 
adopted 25th February, 1868. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

‘*Pending the motion to suspend the rules t) 
Speaker may entertain one motion that the Hous 
do now adjourn, but after the result thereon j 
announced, he shall not entertain any other dilator 
motion until after the vote is taken.”’ 

The SPEAKER. That rule is so perfect! 
plain that there can be no difference of con 
struction. Not only that, it has had construction 
more than once, indeed at every session sinc 
its adoption, such as has been given to it by 
the Chair. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to make asugg: 
tion in reference to that rule. I attempted t 
take an appeal from the decision of the Chair 
which I think I was entitled to take. I di 
it with no disrespect to the Chair. But | ( 
understand that rule to allow of a motion 
when the House adjourns, to fix the time t 
which it will adjourn; and that motion | un 
derstand to precede the motion to adjourn. | 
hope the Chair in applying that rule wil 
reconsider its judgment; for I believe every 
parliamentary body has the right to fix the time 
to which it will adjourn when it determines to 
adjourn. It was upon that I desired to take 
the opinion of the House, and I think the Chair 
should have allowed an appeal from its decision. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 


| it has been several times ruled that pending 


a motion to suspend the rules an appeal from 
a decision by the Chair is in the nature of a 
dilatory motion; for if the right of appeal 
should be recognized this could be immediate) 
followed by a gentleman asking to be excused 
from voting, which the Chair might decline to 
grant, and another appeal might follow on that, 
and in this way the whole power of parlia 
mentary delay might be open to a minority. 
It was in that view that the rule was adopted, 
and without expressing any opinion on the 
merits or demerits of the rule, it is simply the 
duty of the Chair to enforce it as he finds 1t. 
The question is ‘on the motion of the gentle 


| man from Massachusetts [Mr. Buter] for the 


suspension of the rules. = 

Mr. BECK. Before that motion is put will 
the Chair allow me to make a suggestion? In 
making it I speak for myself alone. It is pet 
fectly obvious from the vote just taken that the 
majority of this House intend to take up an¢ 
vote upon this Georgia bill in some form or 
other at some time or other before the recess. 
I regard it as of far more importance that this 
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House should understand the bill—for many 
ventiemen do not understand it—than that time 
-hould be taken up with dilatory motions. And, 
-peaking for myself, and I believe also for a 
large number on this side of the House, I will 
.ay that if time is given us until three or four 
o'clock to-morrow we will submit, as we are 
compelled to submit, to the power of the major- 
‘vy. and will agree to have a vote taken without 
more opposition than we ought properly to 
make. . 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
+) say to the House that my wish was that there 
-hould be a vote to-morrow and discussion till 
chat time. But the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Woop, ] occupying the prominent place he 
does on the other side of the House, does not 
vield to the wish of his associates ; and therefore 
we can only stand by parlimentary law. If it 
can be understood that a vote shall be had on | 
the passing of this bill to-morrow at three | 


o'clock I shall modify my resolution accord- || 


ingly and let the debate go on till that time. 
Mr. WOOD. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Buren] either has misunderstood 
me or persists in misrepresenting me. I have | 
said nothing on this question in contradiction 
to what my colleague on the Committee of 
Reconstruction, the gentleman from Kentucky, 
‘Mr. Becx,] has just said, that we are quite 
willing to take the vote to-morrow at three or | 
four o’clock, reserving to ourselves the right | 
to make proper and legitimate opposition. I 
do not include in that factious opposition or 
any motions which the Chair might deem 
dilatory. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I propose 
to modify the resolution so as to change the 
time till three o’clock to-morrow. 
The SPEAKER. The resolution, as modi- 
fied, will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 





Resolved, That the rules be suspended, and the |! 


Hlouse proceed at once to the consideration of the 
bill (S. No, 281) entitled ‘‘An act to promote the re- 
construction of the State of Georgia,” and that at 
three o’clock p. m. to-morrow, or as soon thereafter 
as possible, the House will, without dilatory motions, 
proceed to vote on the passage of the same. 

Mr. BURR. Let me suggest to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. BurLer] that he 
include a session to-night for debate on the bill. 

Mr. DAWES. I would inquire whether this | 
motion will exclude the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would so rule. 
t would exclude it for two reasons: by the 
understanding which the resolution implies, 
and by the fact that the bill would come up as 
unfinished business. 

Mr. DAWES. I desire tointroduce an appro- 
priation bill to-morrow for a very small sum, 
which is deemed by the Departments abso- 
lutely necessary. 1 would desire to have that 
bill put on its passage, and I do not think it | 
would take a moment’s debate. I would like 
to do it if I can have that understanding. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can get it 
only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. DAWES. So I understand. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot 
now interpose a motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. DAWES. Ido not propose to do so. 
| suppose that by general understanding I might 
have that privilege some time to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman pro- 
pose to ask it now or then? 

_Mr. DAWES. I propose to introduce the | 
bill to-morrow. If it causes any lengthy de- 
hate I will withdraw it out of the way of this 
bill. Task unanimous consent to introduce an 


appropriation bill to-morrow and put it upon 
its passage. 


Mr. MUNGEN. I object. 

Mr. VOORHEES. There is no disposition 
'o object to anything coming from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, I know; but I sug- | 
gest that it would be better for the gentleman 








jection ; if, on the other hand, it should give 
rise to debate there would be objection. 

Mr. DAWES. I would do that if the Chair 
would rule that I can ask unanimous consent 
to-morrow under this order. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The Committee on 
Appropriations have a right to report at any 
time. 

Mr. DAWES. Not under this order. 

TheSPEAKER. The Committee on Appro- 
priations has a right to report at any time for 
reference to the Committee of the Whole, but 
not for consideration. The Chair would ask 
unanimous consent to-morrow for the gentle- 
man as readily as now. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to know whether 
the suggestion made by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [ Mr. Bur_er] thatI might move 
to postpone the consideration of this bill to a 
day certain will be excluded by the passage of 
this resolution ? 


The SPEAKER. 


The terms of the resolu- 


|| tion would bring the House at three o'clock 


to-morrow to a direct vote upon agreeing to 


| the bill as it now stands. 


Mr. BINGHAM. 


Then my motion to post- 


ary will be excluded ? 
The SPEAKER. 


The Chair understands 
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‘ Che House then roceeded to the considera- 
tion of Senate bill No. 281. to promote the re 
construction of the State of Georgia; which 
was taken from the Speaker’s table and read a 
first and second time. 

The bill was read at length. The first sec- 
tion provides that the Governor of the State 
of Georgia be, and hereby is, authorized and 
directed forthwith, ey proclamation, to sum 
mon all persons elected to the General Assem- 
bly of said State as appears by the proclama- 
tion of George G. Meade, the general com 
manding the military district including the State 
of Georgia, dated June 25, 1868, to appear on 
some day certain, to be named in said proc- 
lamation, at Atlanta, in said State ; and there 
upon the said General Assembly of said State 
shall proceed to perfect its organization in con- 
formity with the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, according to the provisions of 
this act. 

The second section provides that when the 
members so elected to said senate and house 
of representatives shall be convened each and 


| every member and each and every person claim- 
| ing to be elected asa member of said senate or 
pone the bill till the third Wednesday in Janu- || 


that the gentleman from Massachusetts desires || 


to bring the House to a vote on the passage of 
the bill, excluding all other motions. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Excluding amend- 


| ments? 


The SPEAKER. When the bill is up the 
power to amend will be recognized. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to reserve the 


| right to move to postpone the consideration of 


the bill until the third Wednesday in January, 
and I desire also to state to the House the 
reasons that operate on my mind in making 


|} that motion. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I must 


| ask a vote on my resolution as modified. 


Mr. DAWES. Cannot the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Brncuam] makehis motion to post- 
pone any time previous to three o'clock to- 
morrow ? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Does the Chair hold 
that the bill will be open to amendment under 
this rule if the resolution passes? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
ruling which will be enforced in regard to the 
bill in case the resolution shall be adopted. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BinGuam] in- 
dicates his purpose to move to postpone the 
bill to a day certain. He can make that 
motion and call the previous question on it 
and have a vote on it immediately. So, too, 
any gentleman can offer any amendment he 
desires. But if the resolution passes in its 
present shape, at the hour of three o’clock 
p. m. the Chair will be compelled to put the 
vote on the bill as it stands with any amend- 
ments that may have been adopted. In the 
mean time any gentleman can move to amend 
the bill if he can get the floor. 

Mr. WOOD. lI understand the Speaker to 


determine, then, that between this and to-mor- 


| row any member having the floor can either 


make a motion to postpone or to amend? 

The SPEAKER. Certainly ; the Chair so 
rules. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. It seems to me that 
it would be better to modify the resolution so 
as to bring the House to avote on the bill and 
the pending amendments at three o’clock to- 


|| morrow. The House will not want to interrupt 


the debate to-morrow for the purpose of voting 
on amendments that may be offered. It would 
be much better to vote on the amendments and 
the bill, for amendments are not dilatory mo- 
tions if offered in good faith. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I now call 
for the vote on my resolution as modified. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman under- 


to wait until to-morrow and make the request || stand his resolution as construed by the Chair? 


then, and if it is seen then that but little time | 


will be consumed I think there will be no ob- || 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I do. 
The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 


house of representatives shall, in addition to 
taking the oath or oaths required by the con- 
stitution of Georgia, also take and subscribe 
and file in the office of the secretary of state of 


| the State of Georgia one of the following oaths 


or affirmations, namely: ‘‘ I dosolemnly swear 


'| (or aflirm, as the case may be) that I have 


never held the office or exercised the duties 


| of a Senator or Representative in Congress, 
| nor been a member of the Legislature of any 


State of the United States, nor held any civil 
office created by law for the administration of 


| any general law of a State, or for the admin- 


istration of justice in any State or under the 
laws of the United States, nor held any office 


| in the military or naval service of the United 


States, and thereafter engaged in insurrection 
or rebellion against the United States, or gave 
aid or comfort to its enemies, or rendered, ex- 
cept in consequence of direct physical force, 
any support or aid to any insurrection or rebel 
lion against the United States, nor held any 
office under or given any support to any gov 
ernment of any kind organized or acting in 


| hostility to the United States or levying war 


against the United States. So help me God, 
(or on the pains and penalties of perjury, as 
the case may be.’’) Or the following oath or 
affirmation, namely: ‘‘I do solemnly swear (or 


| affirm, as the case may be) that | have been 


relieved, by an act of Congress of the United 


| States, from disability as provided for by sec 


tion three of the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. So help me 
God, (or on the pains and penalties of perjury, 
as the case may be.’’) Which oath or affirma- 
tion, when so filed, shall be entered of record 
by the secretary of state of the State of Geor- 
gia, and said oath or aflirmation, or a copy of 
the record thereof, duly certified by said secre- 
tary of state, shall be evidence in all courts and 
places. And every person claiming to be so 
elected who shall refuse or decline or neglect 
or be unable to take one of said oaths or affirm- 
ationsabove provided shall not be admitted toa 
seat in said senate or house of representatives, 
or to aparticipation in the proceedings thereof, 
but shall be deemed ineligible to such seats. 

The third section provides that if any per- 
son claiming to be eiected to said senate or 
house of representatives, as aforesaid, shall 
falsely take either of said oaths or affirmations 
above provided, he shall be deemed guilty of 
perjury and shall suffer the pains and penalties 
thereof; and may be tried, convicted, and pun 
ished therefor by the circuit court of the United 
States for the district of Georgia in which dis 
trict said crime was committed ; and the juris- 
diction of said court shall be sole and exclusive 
for the purpose aforesaid. ’ 

The fourth section provides that the persons 
elected as aforesaid and entitled to compose 
such Legislature, and who shall comply with 








the provisions of this act, by taking one of the 
oaths or affirmations above prescribed, shall 
thereupon proceed, in said senate and house 
of representatives to which they have been 
clected respectively, to reorganize said senate 
and house of representatives, respectively, by 
the election and qualification of the proper 
officers of each house. 

The fifth section provides that if any person 
shall by force, violence, or fraud willfally 
hinder or interrupt any person or persons 
elected us aforesaid from taking either of the 


oaths or affirmations prescribed by this act, or , 


from participating in the proceedings of said 
senate or house of representatives, after having 
iaken one of said oaths or affirmations and 
otherwise complied with this act, he shall be 
deemed guilty of a felony, and may be tried, 
convieted, and punished therefor by the cir- 
cuit or district court of the United States for 
the district of Georgia in which district said 
offense shall be committed ; and shall be pun- 
ished therefor by imprisonment at hard labor 
for not less than two nor more than ten years, 
in the discretion of the court; and the juris- 
diction of said courts shall be sole and exclu- 
ive for the purpose aforesaid. 

The sixth section provides that it is hereby 
declared that the exclusion of any person or 
persons elected as aforesaid, and being other- 
wise qualified, from participation in the pro 
ceedings of said senate or house of represent- 
atives, upon the ground of race, color, or pre- 
vious condition of servitude, would be illegal 
and revolutionary, and is hereby prohibited. 

The seventh section provides that, upon the 
application of the Governor of Georgia, the 
President of the United States shall employ 
such military or naval forces of the United 
States as may be necessary to enforce and exe 
cute the preceding provisions of this act. 

The eighth section provides that the Legis- 
lature shall ratify the fifteenth amendment pro- 
posed to the Constitution of the United States 
before senators and repfesentatives from Geor- 
gia are admitted to seats in Congress. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be read a third time. 

Mr. BURR. Lask consent to move that the 
House take a recess this afternoon, at the usual 
hour of adjournment, until this evening, and 
that the session this evening be exclusively for 
discussion on this bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I have 
no objection to that, provided it is understood 
that no vote be taken to-night on this bill. 

Mr. BURR. That is whut I mean; to have 
the session to-night as in Committee of the 
Whole for discussion upon this bill only. 

The motion was agreed to. 

FORT WASIIINGTON, WISCONSIN. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of War, in obedience to a resolution of the 
House, submitting the report of the chief of 
engineers upon the improvement of the harbor 
at Fort Washington, Wisconsin; which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN SOUTHERN STATES. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, in 
answer to the House resolution inquiring the 
number of acres of public lands in Virginia 
and other States; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Pablic Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 


REPORT ON REVENUE. 

The SPEA KER also laid before the House 
the following, from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury: 

Treasury Department, December 17, 1869. 


Sin: I have the honor herewith to transmit the | 
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December 20, 


The communication, with accompanying | 
report, was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

BARNES VS. ADAMS, 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
the papers in the contested-election case of 
Barnes vs. Adams, from the eighth congres- 
sional district of Kentucky; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee of Elections. 


WILLIAM POLLARD. 


Mr. BOLES asked and obtained leave to 
withdraw from the files of the House the peti- 
tion of William Pollard, which had been 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, | 


Mr. HEFLIN asked and obtained leave of 
absence until the 5th of January. 

Mr. STRADER asked and obtained leave of | 
absence until the 12th of January. 

Mr. DYER asked and obtained leave of 
absence until the close of the holiday recess. 

Mr. STILES asked and obtained leave of 
absence until the close of the holiday recess. 

CLERKS FOR COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was | 
read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be in- || 


structed to inquire into and report to this House, at 
the earliest practical period,what committees should 
be authorized to employ clerks, and the rate of com- 
pensation to be paid to each; and said committee 
shall be authorized to report at any time. 


RECONSTRUCTION OF GEORGIA. 

The House then resumed the consideration 
of Senate bill No. 281, to promote the recon- 
struction of the State of Georgia. 

Mr. BECK. I ask leave to submit the 
amendments to this bill which I send to the 
Clerk’s desk, and which are the same that I 
offered in the Committee on Reconstruction 
this morning. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line ten of section one, after the word “ State,’ 
insert the following: ‘* Which day shall not be less 


than thirty nor more than sixty days from the day 
said proclamation is issued; and he shall by like 


, 


| proclamation order elections to_be held, not less 


than thirty nor more than sixty days from the date 
of his proclamation, in each of the legislative and 


| senatorial districts in said State wherein vacancies 
| have occurred in the election of representatives or 


| or senators elected 


senators by death, resignation, removal from the 
State, or from any other cause of the representatives 
therein as aforesaid to said 
General Assembly.”’ 

In line seventeen of section two, insert after the 
word ‘‘thereafter’’ the word *‘voluntarily;”’ so that 


| the clause will read: ‘Nor held any office in the 


| been authorized by the committee to offer these 
| amendments. 


_ amendments reported from the committee shall 


report of the Special Commissioner of the Revenue. |! 


ours, respectfully, 
GEORGE 8. BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
Hon. James G. BLArne, 


Speaker of House of Representatives. 


|| committee. 


military or naval service of the United States, and 
thereafter voluntarily engaged in insurrection or 
rebellion against the United States.”’ 

In the nineteenth line of the same section strike 
out the words “except in consequence of direct 
physical force.”’ ade 

Inline seventeen of the same section insert after 
the words “ United States’’ the words ‘‘and as such 
had taken an oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States.”’ 

Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. Speaker, how many 
amendments can be pending at the same time? 

The SPEAKER. These, as the Chair un- 
derstands, are amendments which the gentle- 
man from Kentucky indicates his intention to 
offer hereafter. 

Mr. BECK. I will say to the gentleman 


from Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] that I have 


The SPEAKER. Is it desired that the 
be voted on now? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. These 
amendments are not reported from the com- 
mittee in any form. They were simply offered 
by the gentleman in committee and voted 
down. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
gentleman from Kentucky to indicate that some | 
of the amendments had been authorized by the | 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Oh, no. 
Mr. BECK. Leave was given to me by the 














committee to offer them in the House, ‘7 
committee did not authorize me to offer the 
on behalf of the committee. . 
| Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The com 
mittee wash their hands of these amendmen 
entirely. 

Mr. BECK. I do not ask a vote on thy 
amendments now; | simply give notice that | 
shall offer them. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, 1 desire 
to call the attention of the House for a momey, 
to the action of this bill. I do not propose t, 
discuss the merits of the great question whic! 
is involved in its passage, because that for tw. 
years has been before the country and is tho, 
oughly and fully understood; but I wish ;, 
call the attention of the House to the seyer,! 
provisions of the bill, and the objections j, 
detail which may be brought against them. 

This bill was carefully drawn by the Senat, 
committee, then debated at great length, esp 
cially by the Opposition, and now comes befor, 
this House. In regard to the mere details of 
| the bill amendments might be proposed whic); 
would or would not be of any very great con 
sequence. There may be matters which if one 
had his own way exactly he would prefer to 
the exact wording of the bill as it stands. Bu: 
I must call the attention of the House to thy 
fact that in order to get any such immaterig| 
amendment we must endanger the bill, and 
thereby endanger the lives of many good peo. 
ple in the State of Georgia. An attempt to 
secure the adoption of any little amendment 
which a man might think would make the bil! 
| a little better, and which, perhaps, might make 
it a little better, would simply endanger great 
rights. Therefore I hope that no merely ver 
bal amendments, or any amendments which 
are not vital in the judgment of gentlemen on 
this side of the House, will be either offered 
or pressed. 

The first section of the bill provides that the 
Governor of the State of Georgia shall forth 
with by proclamation call together the Legis- 
lature. The amendment of the gentleman fron 
Kentucky [Mr. Beck] proposes that the Legis 
| lature shall not be convened within less tha: 
thirty nor more than sixty days after the dai 
of the proclamation. Wrong and murder 
have gone on in the State of Georgia long 
enough; and it is our duty at the earliest pos 
sible hour to interpose; and I may be per 
mitted to call attention to the fact that the 
other branch of Congress thought it so clearly 
their duty to take prompt action that they did 
a thing almost unheard of at this stage of a ses 
sion ; they sat out this bill at a night session in 
order that they might afford relief to the suffer- 
ing Union men, black and white, in the State 
of Georgia. This section calls upon the Gov- 
ernor to convene the Legislature forthwith. 

The next amendment of the gentleman from 
Kentucky provides that the Governor shall 
order elections to be held to fill vacancies 
before the Legislature shall be called together. 
Sir, if I could suppose that the Congress of the 
United States would listen for one moment to 
that proposition I should suppose the com 
mission of a greatwrong. Let me state some 
of the vacancies that there exists in that body. 
One senator has been murdered; two repre: 
sentatives, white and colored, have been mur. 
dered since we adjourned, and two murdered 
before. Standing here in my place in the 
spring, at our late session, I warned members 
of the House that if they postponed a bill for 
the settlement of the affairs of Georgia on their 
heads would be the blood of more than one man. 
And two of the Legislature who eame up bere 
with the Governor to represent the condition 
of Georgia, and were in the House and heard 
my words of warning, who went out from this 
floor, were mardenel before they had reached 
their homes, to which they were returning. 
And the Governor of the State of Georgia has 
offered in vain since a reward of $5,000 for the 
‘arrest of their murderers. General Terry, the 
| able and efficient commander in that district, 
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has been searching in vain to ferret out the 
layers of those who have been murdered in 
Georgia in the plain sight of many men. 

There have been fifteen other members of 
the Legislature of Georgia, colored and white, 
iriven from their homes and are to-day refu- 
ees from the counties they were elected to 
-onresent, driven off by Kuklux Klans. The 
Governor was requested to give the names of 
-ome of them to the committee, and did give 
‘he names of some ten or eleven of such refu- 
vees from rebel violence. 

Now, sir, shall we listen to the proposition 
+o wait until the rebel element of Georgia shall 
lect men in the place of those who have been 
murdered because they were loyal tothe Union? 
Not much, I think. I think it is a new way in 
itepublican government to charge your major- 
ties to murder your opponents, and then ask for 
time to elect others in the place of those who 
have been murdered. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, 
great wrong would be done to allow this rebel 
element, these men whose opponents have 
been murdered for their loyalty, to take ad- 
vantage of their own wrong. I trust that that 

mendment will not prevail. 

You will observe that the bill allows the Gov- 
ernor to eall together every member of the Le- 
rislature except those who have been murdered 
and two who have died. When they meet it 
provides for a separation of the ‘‘sheep from 
the goats,’? and the good and true loyal men 
will have a test put to them. The men who 
opposed the Government and who are still 
opposing the Government will also have a test 
put to them to try their loyalty to the Govern- 
ment. What is that test? Let me read: 

Each and every member and each and every per- 
-on claiming to be elected as a member of said senate 
or house of representatives shall, in addition to tak- 
ng the oath or oaths required by the constitution of 
(ieorgia, also take and subscribe and file in the office 
{the secretary of State of the State of Georgia one 
{ the following oaths or affirmations, namely: *'I 
lo solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that 
| have never held the oflice or exercised the duties 
f a Senator or Representative in Congress, nor been 
member of the Legislature of any State of the Uni- 
ed States, nor held any civil office created by law 

r the administration of any general law of a State, 
r for the administration of justice in any State or 
inder the laws of the United States, nor held any 
flice in the military or naval service of the United 
States, and thereafter engaged in insurrection or 
ebellion against the United States, or gave aid or 
comfort to its enemies, or rendered, except in con- 
equence of direct physical force, any support or aid 
to any insurrection or rebellion against the United 
States, nor held any office under, or given any sup- 
port to, any government of any kind organized or 
acting in hostility to the United States or levying 
war against the United States. So help me God, (or 
onthe pains and penalties of perjury, as the case 
may be.)’’ 


Now, you will observe that it recites almost 
the words of the fourteenth amendment, and 
excludes all those who cannot swear that they 
have not been Senators and Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States, or held any 
civil office created by law for the administration 
of any general law of a State or for the admin- 
istration of justice in any State or under the 
laws of the United States, because all those 
oficers are required by law to take an oath to 
support the Constitution of the United States. 
Now, my friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Beck, ] 
with his usual keenness and foresight, comes 
in to move to amend this by adding ‘‘and those 
taking an oath to support the Constitution of 
the United States ;’’ that is to say, that you are 


not only to prove that the man held an office, | 


but also that he took the oath he was required 
bylaw totake. They propose to dodge between 
the two. A man who is known to have been a 
judge, although it may bea dishonest and unlaw- 
ful judge, if he did not take the oath which quali- 
fied him, and it also may be that no one can 
prove whether before he entered upon the per- 
formance of his office he took the oath pre- 
scribed by the Constitution, and yet he is not 
disqualified because of the defect in proof. 
Men will be found who will say, I do not 
remember whether I took the oath of office or 
not. We shall find very many men with short 
memories in this regard, and who, although 
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they held these offices cannot remember whether 
they took the required oath or not, and if 
they take the oath will be qualified because it 
cannot be proved whether or not they did ac- 
tually take their official oath. 

If that amendment be adopted this provision 
will be rendered nugatory and useless in prac- 
tice. As it is we take the presumption that 
every man who has held any one of these 
offices took the oath of office which the con- 
stitution required he should take; and having 
taken the oath of office and then gone into the 
rebellion he is therefore disqualified. 

The next amendment that my friend from 
Kentucky [Mr. Beck] wishes to make in this 
section is to put in the word ‘‘ voluntarily.’’ | 
‘all the attention of the House to the fact that 
the fourteenth amendment disqualifies men 
who afforded aid to the rebellion, whether 
voluntarily or involuntarily. Now, the Senate 
of the United States, believing that it might 
be felt to be a little hard to disqualify a man 
who was forced into the rebellion, and wishing 


to be tender toward all such, and being more ; 


kind and more magnanimous than any Govern- 
ment in the world ever was before, have put 
in the words ‘‘every man who gave any aid 
except where he was overcome by physical 
force.”’ Now, what was the reason of putting 
in that clause in the oath? It was this: every 
man in the South, if you would believe them 
now, was, with afew leading exceptions, forced 
into the rebellion. Go down South, and you 
wonder where the men came from who fought 
against the Union. The men you meet on 
every hand declare to you, ‘‘ We were always 
Union men; we stood up for the Union cause 
till we were driven against our will into the 
rebellion; we were overcome by superior 
force.’’ If you admit such statements to be 
true you would wonder who fought the battles 
on the part of the enemy when it required a 
million of northern soldiers to overcome the 
armies of the rebellion. 

They use thissalve for their consciences down 
there. Many men say, ‘‘I did not go volun- 
tarilyintotherebellion. I kept out of the rebel- 
lion until my State seceded, and then I was 
forced by my oath of allegiance to the State to 
follow her in the rebellion. I was obliged to go 


with my State, and therefore my aid to the | 


rebellion was involuntary.’’ ‘There are thou- 


sands and thousands who will take the oath | 
with that reservation ; and, in order that there | 


may be no mistakes, it is.enacted in this bill 
that, except given under the pressure of physical 
force, aid to the rebellion shall be taken to be 
voluntary. 

And such has been the law of all nations. It 
is held by every rule of public international 
law to be the duty of every subject of every 
Government, to resist even unto death all 
attempts to force him into rebellion against 

| the Government and no man has ever been 
held excused under any Government for taking 


part in rebellion against it until it is shown | 


| that he was actually overcome by superior 
physical force. 

‘The law of nations requires that the physical 
force used shall be to an extent to endanger 
life and limb; and this has always been held 
| to be only an excuse and not a justification in 
' the subject for perticipation in a rebellion 

Therefore this bill in this provision follows the 
great law of nations. 

I trust, then, that the amendment will not 

prevail. It is a very specious argument to use 

| when it is said, ‘‘Are you going to disqualify 

a poor man who was driven into the rebellion ?’’ 

I answer, no. But when the question is put, 

‘¢Are you going to disqualify a man who thought 

he must go into the rebellion because he con- 

sidered when his State seceded he owed alle- 

| giance to his State and must follow it?’’ I an- 

swer, ‘* Yes; he ought not to have ‘admitted for 

| a moment there was any allegiance higher than 

| that which he owed to the Government.’’ That 

distinction we make in this bill. A man con- 
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| 


excused; a man who for the sake of gaining 
or retaining the applause of men or smiles of 
women went into the rebellion, under whate 
circumstances, is not to be excused. 

The other oath provided in this is simply an 
oath that all disabilities have been removed. 
Then we go on to say that any person declining 

| to take these oaths is excluded: and that. | 
| believe, is the entire action of the second sec 
tion. 

The third section provides for punishment 
in eases of perjury and false swearing 

The fourth section provides that the Legis- 


ver 


| lature, purged in the way prescribed in the 


previous portion of the bill, shall have power 
to organize and shall proceed to organize. Now, 
I need hardly call the attention of the House to 
the fact so well known, that when this Legis 
lature got together on a former occasion a large 
| number of its members were negroes, and a still 


| greater number of them were rebels at heart; 


and with singular magnanimity the colored 
men said to the other class of members whom 

I have mentioned: ‘* We will not bring up your 

rebellion orthe blackness of your hearts against 
you to exclude you if you will not bring up the 
| blackness of our faces against us to exclude 
| us;’’ and sothey made a fair agreement that 
there should be no disqualification of anybody, 
| either because of color or previous rebellion; 
but the moment the black-hearted men got in 
their seats by the permission of the colored 
| men they voted out theblack-faced men. This 
section proposes to undo that great wrong, so 
that the true-hearted men shall be in and the 
black-hearted men out. Those men who did 
the meanest political act that history ever re- 
| corded are to be purged from that Legislature. 

The next section, the fifth section, provides 
that every one who by force, violence, or fraud 
| shall interfere with the men so elected to pre- 

vent them from taking their seats shall be 
| deemed guilty of felony. I takeitthat no man 
| here will have the face to say anything against 
that section when it is admitted that ten or fif 
teen of the members of the Legislature are 
driven from their homes by the Kuklux Klan 
and that senators and representatives have been 
murdered because they were Republican sen- 
ators and representatives. I think that there 
should be some provision which should punish 
as felony—ay, as the highest felony—any such 
act of force or fraud. 

Now, sir, I have heard it said—a gentleman 
who argued the case of Georgia before the 
committee dared to stand up and tell us—that 
Georgia is as quiet and peaceful and always 
| has beenas any northern State. I put the ques 
| tion to him, ‘** Sir, do you know any northern 
| State where they murder senators and repre- 
| sentatives and the murders are unavenged ?’’ 
In answer he told us to look at the report of 
the Secretary of the Interior and we would find 
that there are more crimes committed in this 
District than in the whole of Georgia. I asked 
him what he meant by “‘ crimes,’’ and he said, 
‘‘T mean arrests for crime.’’ ‘That is true, | 
have no doubt; and he might have said the 
| same of almost any village in the land, because 
we arrest crimes and the criminals, so that it 
appears on our records in the northern States 
who commit crimes and how many are com- 
mitted ; but in Georgia there is neither arrest 
nor punishment, and it does not appear who 
commit crimes. 

The assent of the whole community seems to 
shield the men who there commit the foulest 
| crimes against loyal men. Withall these mur 
| ders there has been no white man punished. 

No white man has been tried, or arrested even, 
| for the murder in the case of Dr. Ayer. 1) 

Conservatives seemed to think they must get 
up something to meet the ery of his blood to 
the northern heart, and they arrested a poor 
old negro man for killing him and telegraph: 
| North that they had caught the murderer; but 
| the negro went before the magistrate and the 
| grand jury and nothing was found against him. 





scripted and forced into the rebellion is to be \| There was not a scintilla of evidence that he 
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had murdered his friend, the man that stood 


by him; and that murder is yet unavenged. 
And yet there are gentlemen in this House 
who, Ll understand, will move to postpone this 
bill, that the rest of the Republican majority 
of that State Legislature may be murdered, 
even during the Christmas week, the time 


when the Son of God came on earth to bring | 


peace and good will to man! Give them the 
time asked for, until the third week in Janu- 
ary, and the Kuklux of Georgia can alter the 
(Juion majority in that Legislature. At any 
rate, they may have enough killed or driven 
out of the State, so that when the Legislature 
comes together and the incompetent men are 
weeded out, there will not be a quorum with 
which to pass the fifteenth amendment or 
do anything else; and then they will claim 
that as there is no quorum there must be anew 


election, and in that new election they will | 
take care to elect men who are just as bitter | 


as those we shall get rid of because of their 
disabilities, but who can by stretch of con- 
science or otherwise take the oath prescribed 
by this bill. 
selves parties to any such proceeding as that 
or tempt other misguided men into that course ? 


Are you about to make your- | 


I trust, therefore, there will be no postpone: | 
ment to allow the rebels to work their wicked | 


wills on the Union men of Georgia. ‘The argu- 
ment for postponement will be pressed that 
these men have promised, if we will give them 


time, to reinstate the negroes in the Legisla- | 


ture; that they passed a resolution to submit 
the question of the eligibility of negroes to 
office to the courts, which Governor Bullock 
vetoed. He vetoed it rightly, because he un- 
derstood, as the Democratic majority under- 
stood, that they did not mean to stand by the 
resolution, and that its passage was a mere 
political dodge to stave off action by Congress 
at the last session. But the question was sub- 
mitted to the supreme court of Georgia on a 
case made for that purpose, and the supreme 
court decided that negroes are eligible to office 
in thatState. The Conservatives now say that 
Governor Bullock has not reconvened the Legis- 
iature for the purpose of reseating the negroes. 
Governor Bullock testified before the commit- 
tee that he had been ready at all times to recall 
the Legislature whenever any considerable por- 
tion of itor any leading gentlemen on the Dem- 
ocratic side would say that they intended to 
reseat the negroes or do justice in any way ; 
that no man on that side has ever called on him 
to give him any assurances of that sort, but that 
every one of dan has given assurances to the 
contrary, that they never intend to reseat the 
negroes. 

A former Democratic member of this House, 
Mr. Tift, who appeared before the committee— 
and he is the only man who has given the assur- 
ance to us that the negroes would be reseated— 
said that he had no doubt that, if the Legislature 
is called together, they will reseat the negroes 
and unseat their friends, but he is repudiated 
by all the leading papers in the State. 

Now, I will ask the Clerk to read a resumé 
of the opinions of the leading papers of the 
State of Georgia upon this subject, which will 
be found in the Daily Intelligencer, of Atlanta, 
Georgia, under date of December 15, 1869. 

The Clerk read as follows ; 

The Democratic Press United.—The Democratic 


press of the State, with perhaps two individual ex- 
ceptions, have pronounced against the plan of Mr. 





Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I also 
hold in my hand a statement signed by the 
ablest representative in Georgia on that side 
of the House, the Democratic speaker of the 
house of delegates of the Georgia Legislature, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
| 
ii 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 





December 20, 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, [f | ad. 
mitted all the premises of the gentleman 1 
should have to admit his conclusions. But lam 


| sorry he did not hear what I said; | SUPpose jt 


tending to prove that they never intended to || 


be bound by any decision the supreme court 

of that State should make as to the eligibility 

of the negroes. I ask the Clerk to read it. 
‘The Clerk read as follows: 


HALL or THE Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES. 
ATLANTA, February 18, 1869, 

Dear Stn: Your reporter has verbally informed 
me that you desired to obtain from me the language 
used by me a few days since while discussing the 
veto message of Governor Bullock, of a certain reso- 
lution which I had introduced, and which the In- 
telligencer had seen proper to discuss in several 
issues. That I may not be misunderstood I will 
comply with the request, and give, as well as I can, 
the language used by me on that occasion, which 
was substantially as follows: ’ ° ° S 

**Now, Mr. Speaker, [resist the construction which 
has here been placed upon my resolution. There is 
no attempt whatever by that resolution to reseat the 
negroes inthe Legislature. Ideny thatthe supreme 
court has any right under the constitution of the 
State to determine the question of the qualifications 
of members to this Legislature. The only question 
to be referred to the supreme court is the right of 
the negro to hold office in Georgia. And while it 


| may be true that a decision of the court to the effect 


that color should be no disqualification, it could only 
apply to the next General Assembly to be elected. 
There can be no appeal from the decision of the last 
session on behalf of the excluded members to the 
court. In the absence of any judicial decision upon 
that subject they decided for themselves, and their 
decision, so far as this General Assembly is con- 


| cerned, will stand without appeal, unless reversed 


| by the strong arm of military power. 


rep aee for intelligence.”’ 


vant, 


No pemon 
can, without doing violence to language, place the 
construction upon the resolution now before the 
house, which has been placed upon it by certain of 
its opponents. No one cando it without risking his 
* * 

have the honor to remain, your obedient ser- 
N. P. PRICE. 
Judge J. J. Wuitakesr, of Intelligencer. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Now I 
think that no gentleman in this House will say 
that there was ever any intention on the part 


of the Legislature to submit to the supreme 


court of the State of Georgia the question of 
reseating the negroes, or of allowing the opin- 
ion of that court to have any effect. 

Mr. Speaker, I was told by a Democratic 
gentleman who represents a constituency in 
Georgia, that while he believed and so repre- 
sented to Congress at its last session that the 
negroes would be reseated if the supreme court 
so held, still from his knowledge of the temper 
of the majority of the house of representatives 
of Georgia now he had not the slightest hope 


|| of it. 
Now, why are we, the Congress of the United | 
States, to be called upon to wait on bended 


knees, and with suppliant attitude ask the Legis- 
lature of Georgia to do what is just and right 


and what their own supreme court have decided | 


they ought long since to have done, and what 
they would have done before now if they meant 
to do it at all? When the supreme court pub- 
lished their decision if the Democratic major- 
ity meant to be bound by it every man who 


| voted for the exclusion of the negroes should 


Tift for squaring the legislation of the State to accord | 


with the Republican party in Congress. 


now call tominda single Democratic paper of recog- | 


nized position and influence in the party that has not 
declared boldly in opposition tothe tame and humil- 
isting scheme which would exchange the Democratic 
platform for a few seats in Congress. Among the last 
to take position on this point is the Augusta Chron- 
icle, which closes an article in its issue of the 12th 
as follows: 

***Tf the Radicals in Congress desire the reseating 
of the negroes let them pass an act to that effect in 
aecordance with Grant’s recommendation. Leading 
Radicals seem to be well posted in regard to the pre- 
vailing sentiment of the Legislature and are content 
to give us time to accomplish ourdishonor. We pre- 
fer—infinitely prefer—the course recommended by 
General Grant.’ ”’ 


We do not || 


have signed a petition to the Governor to call | 


the Legislature together at once for the pur- 
pose of having these men reseated; but not 
one of them has done so. 

Mre WOODWARD. Will the gentleman 
allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. WOODWARD. The Legislature has not 


been in session since that decision of the su- | 


preme court. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Well. 
Mr. WOODWARD. You admit that? 

. _ BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly 
0. 

















Mr. WOODWARD. The Legislature had no | 


power to convene themselves. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. WOODWARD. | And the Governor has 
refused to convene them. Now, will the gen- 
tleman tell us how the Legislature could have 
complied with the decision of the supreme 
court ? 


No, sir. | 


| 


| neither desired the Legislature to be callie’ 
| together for that purpose nor to have th, 


was for want of clearness of speech on my part 
I did not say the Governor had refused to ¢,) 
the Legislature together, for he has never done 
so, nor has he ever been moved by anybody, 
do so. 1 said that he had talked with a) ‘t), 
leading men on that side that he could get i 
communication with, and found that thoy 


ed 
negroes reseated in case they were called ¢, 


gether. He did not think it advisable, anq | 
agree with him, to put the State to the expengp 


| of calling together a Legislature whose actioy, 


would be of no use and no validity. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Does the gentlemay 
admit that the Governor has not issued any 
proclamation convening the Legislature? ~ 
: Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certain], 

do. 

Mr. WOODWARD. 


Then, sir, the Goy. 


| ernor, who alone under the constitution of the 


State of Georgia could have convened the 
Legislature, has not done.so; and I now ask 
the gentleman to explain why he holds the 
Legislature at fault for not complying with the 


| decision of the supreme court of the State? 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I though: 
I had made myself plain; but I will restate my 
position, so that it can be understood by any 
man of the most ordinary capacity. ; 

The majority of that Legislature having ex 
cluded the negroes, and by the letter of their 
speaker which has just been read at the desk 
having declared that they never meant to r 
seat those negroes, and the members of the 
Legislature with whom the Governor conversed 
having all said, as the Governor testified this 
morning, that they did not mean to reseat the 
negroes, and when he had kept open all sum- 
mer, as he told us, an offer to call the Legis- 
lature whenever he could be assured that they 
would be reseated, I say the burden ison them 
and not on him to explain the non-action of the 
Legislature, unless they can show that they 
asked him to convene the Legislature and that 
he refused. ‘That is my view of the matter. 

Now, sir, the seventh section of this act pro 
vides— 

That upon the application of the Governor 
Georgia the President of the United States shall 
employ such military or naval forces of the United 
States as may be necessary to enforce and execut 
the preceding provisions of this act. 

I have heard outside a criticism upon this 
section that it means such military and naval 
forces as the Governor of the State may think 
necessary. By no means. The intention is 
that such troops may be employed as the Presi- 
dent of the United States may deem necessary. 
The Governor, when he thinks any military 
force is needed, must call upon the President, 
and it is for the President to send down there 
under his officers such force as upon a view ot 
the whole case he may think necessary. 

I am aware, Mr. Speaker, that there is about 
to be launched upon this House an argument 
to the prejudice—an argument having for its 
subject an attack upon the personal character 
of the Governor; for I have heard such an 
argument elsewhere. I, however, call gentle- 
men’s attention to the question of the fairness 
of dealing with the personal character and repu: 
tation of a man who has no voice on this floor 
by making charges against him which he has 
no opportunity to answer, and putting on rec- 
ord criminations to which he is unable to reply. 
Such considerations will be only arguments to 
the prejudice, and I trust the vote of the House 
will show they have no weight with them. | 
cannot see their pertinency to the matter in 
hand. 

The Governor under this bill has but two 
things todo. One is to call the Legislature 
together by proclamation ; the other is to call 
upon the President whenever military forces 
may be needed to preserve order and property 
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and life in the State of Georgia ; and in desig- 
nating the Governor as the officer to call upon 
the President for military forces, the bill follows 
the analogy of the Constitution of the United 
States, Which provides that the President shall 
send forces to aid in suppressing domestic In- 
surrection in a State whenever the Governor 
chall call upon him so to do. 

~ Mr. MOORE, of Illinois. — I would like to 
ask the gentleman one question. As I under- 
stand, this Legislature, while in session and 
while all the members were present, elected 
Senators to represent the State in the Senate 
of the United States. Now, ifthis bill be passed, 
and the original Legislature be called together, 
aneeel and will the election of those Sen- 
ators be considered valid under the bill? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Iam very 
much obliged to my friend for putting that 
question, for [had intended to refer to it. This 
hill does not interfere with that matter at all. 
[he question of the qualifications of persons 


chosen as Senators must be referred to the || 
| acts of Congress, and was accorded representa- 


body in which they are to sit. I hold in my 


hand the report of the Senate committee, who, | 
upon the question of the admission of Mr. Hill, | 
reported *‘that the Legislature violated the | 
conditions under which it was allowed to or- |! 


ganize by permitting disloyal persons to parti- 


cipate in its proceedings ;"’ and the committee | 


conclude with the following recommendation: 


‘Wherefore your committee feels called upon to 


recommend that Mr. Hill be not allowed to take his | 
seat in the Senate, for the reason that Georgia is not || 


entitled to representation in Congress.’”’ 


So that the passage of this bill will not affect || 
‘There may or may not be a | 


that question. 
new election of Senators after a loyal Legisla- 
ture is assembled in that State. 


The eighth section provides: 


That the Legislature shall ratify the fifteenth | 


amendment proposed to the Constitution of the 
United States before Senators and Representatives 
from Georgia are admitted to seats in Congress. 

This provision is objected to by some because 
itis feared the Democratic party will allege 
that coercion was brought to bear upon the 
State to pass the amendment, and that the 
ratification given under such circumstances 
will be invalid. 

I wish to call the attention of the House a 
moment to that, and in so doing I wish to re- 
mark that in the case of almost every admis- 
sion of a new State into the Union before the 
war, as in the cases of Michigan, Missouri, 
Texas, and I might almost say of every new 
State, conditions-precedent were fixed by the 
Congress of the United States. Certain things 
were to be done or certain things were omitted 


to be done by a State before its admission into | 


the Union could take place, and it was never 
until these latter days that we heard for the first 
time that all those conditions-precedent were 
null and void because such congressional action 
was a coercion of a State. 


Now, sir, such is the bill before you. Ihave | 


only touched very generally upon its provisions. 
For one I have no more doubt of the power of 
Congress to set this great wrong done in Georgia 


right than I have in the power of Congress to | 


legislate upon any other subject relating to the 
general welfare of the United States. We 
admitted this State upon the implied condition 
that it should have a government to carry out 


the laws of the United States in good earnest | 
and good faith. On the contrary, the State has | 


undertaken to fly in the face of every just and 
proper law of the United States. We have now 
the right to resume the power which we gave 
when we allowed the State to emerge from 


rebellion and be admitted as a part of the | 


Union, and to require such further conditions 


and restrictions as to its conduct as wrong: | 


doing on its part has made necessary. 


I am sorry, Mr. Speaker, to have so long | 


occupied the attention of the House in explain- 
ing this bill; I have been much longer than I 
intended, I 


| the reconstruction laws. 
| them to be constitutional or unconstitutional, | 
il the status which existed at that time be | 


trust that our friends on the | 


opposite side will be allowed the full measure || 


of debate within the time. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. Speaker, my colleagues on 
the Committee on Reconstruction who enter- 
tain the same views that I do have requested 
that I should open the debate on our side, 
which I will now proceed to do as briefly as 
possible. And in the first place allow me to 
say that this House in its action in reference to 
Georgia occupies a different position from what 
it has ever done before in regard to any of the 
States undergoing the process of reconstruc- 
tion. 1am not going to say one word against 
Whether I believe 


and my opinion has been frequently and 
freely expressed on this floor, they have been 
passed upon by this House and acquiesced 
in by the State of Georgia. What Ido propose 
to say, and what [ hopethe House will not fail 
to observe, is that the State of Georgia has com- 
lied with all the reconstruction acts. ‘This 
Soane has solemnly so decided. ‘Therefore, 
when she did comply with the reconstruction 


tion upon this floor, she became to all intents 


and purposes a sovereign State of this Union, | 


coequal with all the others, just as fully as the 
State of New York, the State of Ohio, or any 
other State whose status this day no one ques- 
tions. Ido not propose to go in detail over 


| all the ground to show that she has so com- 


plied; because when a bill similar in many 
regards to this was presented by the gentleman 


from Massachusetts [Mr. Burier] from the | 
Committee on Reconstruction last April, I had 


the honor in this Hall to prove—I was about 
to say, to demonstrate—by tracing from the 


|| beginning to the end the whole history of the 


reconstruction acts and showing the action of 
this House by the admission of the Represent- 
atives from Georgia upon this floor, that she 


| was entitled to atl the rights and privileges of 


a sovereign State in this Union. The position 
assumed was so clear and incontrovertible that 
no one upon the other side attempted to con- 
tradict it. The chairman of the Committee on 
teconstruction [Mr. Bur er, of Massachu- 
setts] himself failed to put upon the record, 
although he spoke for an hour, a single word 


to show that the people of Georgia had not | 


complied with thelaws of Congress. His speech 
was withheld for revision, and, for all the Globe 
shows, is withheld for the same purpose to this 
very hour. 

Now, after Georgia had complied with all 
the reconstruction acts, and framed a constitu- 
tion republican in form, on the 25th of June, 
1868, this House passed an act, in which the 
Senate concurred, declaring that she had so 


| complied and was therefore entitled to repre- 


sentation on this floor as wel! as in the Senate. 
The credentials of her members were referred 
to the Committee of Elections, and on the 25th 
day of July, 1868, Hon. Henry L. Dawes, 
chairman of the committee, made the following 
report, which I read from the Congressional 
Globe, second session Fortieth Congress, page 
4471: 
** Members-elect from Georgia. 


‘*Mr. Dawes. I am instructed by the Committee 
of Elections to report back the credentials of J. W. 
Clift and C. H. Prince, members-elect from the State 
of Georgia, that State having ratified the fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution, and in all other re- 
spects having conformed to the requirements of law 
in regard to theadmissionof that State. These gen- 
tlemen will take the oath prescribed by the act of 
July 2, 1862. 

“The report was agreed to. 

**Mr. Cliftand Mr. Prince appeared and qualified.” 


And they sat on this floor during the latter 
portion of the second session of the Fortieth 
Congress and during all of its third session. 
And all the people of the United States are to- 
day living under laws passed by the votes of 
those men in that Congress. How many of 
those laws would have passed but for their vote 
I caunot say. The fact is, as to the laws which 
were passed in the second and third sessions 


| of the Fortieth Congress, the Representatives 


| Opinion. 
| any of your acts, but that the constitution 
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of Georgia on this floor voted on and aided in 
passing them. This House would stultify itself 


and all its past action if it did not to-day recog- 


nize Georgia as a fully restored State, as it has 
already recognized it by its own laws, its own 
acts passed on this floor—laws under which the 
people of the United States are to-day living. 
Whatever you do for Georgia now you can do 
with equal propriety for New York, Ohio, 
Massachusetts, or the most loyal State in the 
Unien. 

And what do you propose todo? Do you 
say that Georgia has violated any of the re- 
construction acts? No; you announce that 
she has violated her own constitution in your 
You say, not that she has violated 


which she framed for herself has been mis- 


| construed by the members of her Legislature 


as regards the eligibility of the members of 


| that Legislature; and that is the head and 


front of her offending, and all that is charged 
against her. 
This House might have had very great difli- 


| culty if it had been compelled to account to any 


power superior to itself in maintaining before 

any enlightened tribunal that it had decided 
fairly in regard to all its decisions as to con- 
tested-elections in the last few Congresses. I 
might refer to much that took place in the For 

tieth Congress in corroboration of what I say. 
But as this House has power to judge of the 
qualification of its own members, so by the 
constitution of Georgia the Legislature of that 
State has the power to judge of the qualifica- 
tion of its members; and whether they de- 
cided rightly or wrongly, they decided accord- 
ing to their own best judgment atthetime. It 


| is because you differ with them in that judg- 


ment you say, and that is the only ground you 


| have for assuming to say, that Georgia shall no 


longer be a State in this Union, but shall be 
thrown back into the condition of a Territory 
or conquered province. 

But I must go further than this in looking at 
the history of this matter. Whenthe Georgia 
Legislature declared those negroes ineligible 
they did it in good faith, as appears from their 
proceedings. They showed their good faith 
in this, that after this House complained, 
after the Congress of the United States com- 
plained of their action, they passed a resolu- 
tion submitting the question to the court. 
They passed a fair and manly resolution, to 
which I now propose to call the attention of 
the House : 

** Whereas’”’— 
say the Legislature of Georgia— 

** Whereas it is believed that a judicial decision of 
the question of the colored man’s right to hold office 
in Georgia under the constitution now in force would 
restore the State to her proper position in the Union 
and give quiet throughout the State; and whereas 
said question is one which the courts of the State can 
properly take cognizance of; and whereas we, the 
representatives of the people of Georgia, are unwill 
ing that any effort should be spared on our part to 
bring about a state of peace and happiness to the 
people and a settlement of that important question: 

** Be it therefore resolved by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the State of Georgia in General As 
sembly convened, That a case involving the right of 
the colored man to hold office shall, as soon as the 
same can be properly brought before the supreme 
court of the State, be heard and determined by said 
court, and we believe that the people of the State 
will, as they have heretofore always done, in good 
faith abide the decision of the highest judicial tribu- 
nal of the State whenever so declared.” 

That resolution was passed by both houses 
of the Legislature of Georgia, and was vetoed 
by the Governor, the very gentleman to whom 
you are now proposing to commit the whole 
power of the State of Georgia. I say it was as 
fair a resolution as could be passed by any legis 
lative assembly. It was done, too, at the 
request and with the sanction of the President 
of the United States, General Grant himself, 
as was testified before the Committee on Recon 
struction to-day by Mr. Tift, who had the in- 
terview with him. He gave us a copy of his 
dispatch—written in part by the President—to 
the Legislature of Georgia asking them to pass 


|| just such a resolution as this, and he believed 
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it would be satisfactory to the Congress of the 
United States. Here is the dispatch which was 
sent: 

**In conversation with General Grant I learn that 


he thinks it will be best to pass a joint resolution 
reforring the right of colored citizens to hold office 


to the courts, and adjourn.’ 


That dispatch is partly in the handwriting 
of Mr. Tilt and partly in the handwriting of 
the President himself. It was substituted for 
one which the President had himself written 
and which was not sent, but which is indorsed 
on the back of this paper, and is almost in the 
same words. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. Is there not also on 
that same piece of paper a declaration that the 
advice was culy given because it was asked for, 
and not in a spirit of dictation ? 

Mr. BECK. Yes, sir; in the dispatch which 
the President himself wrote and which is all in 
his handwriting, but which was not sent, be- 
cause the one | have just read was deemed to 
be less objectionable. 1 will read it: 





“T have conversed with General Grant on thesub- 
rect of the advisability of the Georgia Legislature 
ubmitting the question of the eligibility of colored 

citizens to hold ofice to the courts, He thinks it 
better, and gives the advice only because it is asked, 
ind wishes it to be distinetly understood that it isin 
no epirit of Gaietation, 

That dispatch was not sent; the other was. 
But what I mean is this, that the chief Execu- 
tive of this Republic advised the Representa- 
tives from Georgia that if a resolution such as 
was passed should be passed by the Legislature 
it would, in his judgment, be satisfactory to this 
Congress. ‘The Legislature did pass it and 
adjourn. The case went before the supreme 
rourt of the State, and the court decided—two 
yut of three—that negroes are eligible to hold 
ifice. The Legislature is to meet on the second 
Vednesday in January; and now, in advance 
of that meeting, before they have had an oppor- 
tunity to act on the matter, it would be mon- 
strous to pass a bill to deprive them of that 
opportunity and place them under the control 
of Governor Bullock, who has failed, if he 
has not refused, to call them together, he 
being the only man who had the power to do it. 
Ilis pretense that members did not ask him 
and assure him in advance how they would vote 
is as frivolous a pretext as was ever offered by 
any human being and utterly unworthy of the 
chief Executive of a great State. He himself 
vetoed the resolution in the first place, and it 
was passed notwithstanding his known objec- 
tions. ‘They had no right to come and tell him 
how they were going to act when they met 
together. It was his business to call them 
together if he wanted them to meet before the 
regular time for their meeting. His failure to 
do so is conclusive proof that he did not want 
them to meet. It is no excuse for him to come 
here now and say that there was no clamor on 
the part of the Legislature to get together ear- 
lier. This House postponed the bill offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Bur- | 
LER] last spring mainly to give the Legislature 
a chance and see what they would do. And, 
sir, while I have no advice to give them as to 
whether they ought to pass the fifteenth amend- 
ment or not—that is their business and not 
mine—TI do say that it is a monstrous proposi- 
tion, before they have had time to do what you 
postponed the former bill to give them an op- | 
pomeathy of doing, to say that they shall not 
dave that opportunity, and that the Governor 
shall be made dictator over a State which you 
yourselves solemnly omitted, and whose Rep- 
resentatives were on this floor with you and 
voted for the laws under which you now live. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
BurLer]} begged us to deal kindly with Gov- 
ernor Bullock and notto impute any bad motives 
to him. I only know Governor Bullock’s re- 
cord; I have no personal feeling against him 
in any shape or form, nor would wantonly or 
maliciously say one word against his character 
in this House where he has no right to be heard. 
But I do say this—I said it on the floor of the | 


_ allegation in it. 
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| House before and it never was contradicted by 
/any friend he had—that it was believed in 


Georgia and charged that he had forcible rea- 
sons for not calling the Legislature together, 
because he has been charged with misappro- 
priating the funds of the State, and that im- 
peachment would probably follow if the Legis- 
lature were called together or allowed to meet. 

It is further believed that if he can get clear 
of the men now sitting in the Legislature and 
call the originally-eleeted members of the Legis- 
lature together forthwith without filling the 
vacancies, he can be elected to the Senate of 
the United States, perhaps, with his colleague, 
Foster Blodgett ; and that it is all done to pre- 
vent the people of Georgia from asserting their 


_ free choice in the men to represent them in the 
| Senate of the United States. 


I read to Gov- 
ernor Bullock this morning, in the presence 
of the Committee on Reconstruction, a paper 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read, 
and I asked him to reply to it if it was false ; 


| and although he did afterward make a speech 


before us no man can say here or elsewhere 
that he has contradicted successfully a single 
This paper was sent to me 
day before yesterday, in reply to a letter I wrote 


| asking for information relative to the position 
| of Governor Bullock. 


The paper is from the 
State treasurer of the State of Georgia, a lead- 
ing Republican of the State. [ask that it be 
read for the information of the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strate TREASURER'S Orrice, 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, December 14, 1869, 

Drar Sir: I wrote you in a very great hurry yes- 
terday, neglecting to mention many truths that 
should havea bearing with your committee and Con- 
gress in determining this vexed questtonof Georgia, 
reconstruction, and the status of Governor Bul- 
lock in connection with it. To show his connection 
with and interest in the “‘ Kimball opera house 
building ’—a portion of which is temporarily used 
as aState-house—I[ will state that Governor Bullock 
labored to secure my influence in favor of paying 


| said Kimball $25,000 yearly rent for only a portion 


of the least valuable part of a building that could 
not have cost Kimball over one hundred thousand 
dollars, reserving to himself all the first story front 
on the main street of six store-rooms, most the en- 
tire basement story, and a large number of rooms in 
the upper two stories. His object now is to so organ- 
izethe General Assembly that they will purchase this 
building for a State-house at about half a mil- 
lion dollars. In violation of law and the action 
of the General Assembly, he drew on the Fourth 
National Bank of New York for $35,000, and stated to 
me that $31,000 0f the above amount was paid to said 
Kimball on account of said opera building and fix- 
tures, and that the other $4,000 he used himself, 
which amount he has never accounted to the State 
or treasurer for. After two committees of the Gen 

eral Assembly—one manipulated in hisown interest— 
had deelared this act of drawing on said bank and 
the use of the money illegal and unauthorized, as 
soon as the Legislature adjourned in March last, he 
went direct to New York and drew a draft on said 
Fourth National Bank for $20,000 more, in favor of 
said Kimball, making in all $55,000, none of which 


| ever found its way into the State treasury of Geor- 


gia: and there is no telling what further amounts he 
would have drawn and appropriated himself in vio- 
lation of lawif L had not sent the bank a synopsis of 
the code of Georgia bearing on this subject. To meet 
these drafts, or guaranty their payment, he hypoth- 
ecated seven per cent, State railroad mortgage 
bonds, that by special legislation were to be used 
only in “renewal of bonds then due and interest 
thereon,”’ and for *‘ funding the State bonds falling 
due or maturing in 1868, 1869, and 1870.’’ Two hun- 
dred and sixty-five thousand five hundred dollars of 
these seven per cent. bonds he had sold in violation 


| of the above special statute, setting them apart for 


2 specific purpose, and thereby destroying the abil- 
ity of the State to comply with the conditions of a 
circular he instructed me to have published, causing 
great and incessant murmurings by bondholders in 
Europe and this country. 

The appropriations of 1868 were only for the “latter 
half of the year 1868;” still for the public printing of 
this year he.in violation of law, drew $10,000 back on 


| last year, notwithstanding the house, by a vote of 
| over three to one, directed him to charge it as an ad- 


vance on the printingfund of this year. Thishe did 
that he might save his $25,000 public printing fund 
to silence the mouths of the press or subsidize them 
in his behalf. Lle flooded the country with procla- 
mations offering as high as $5,000 for the apprehension 
of a single fugitive, when the customary reward here- 
tofore has not exceeded $200. At the same time he 
pardons thosein custody who havecommitted willful 
murder without a trial. By a trick and fraud—no 
doubt through hisinstructions—on the last day of the 
last General Assembly a portion of the appropriation 
billwas passed—whatI call an India-rubber-blanket 
section—with no amount specified, yet, according to 
the Governor’s interpretation and application, un- 





December 20, 


limited. This is independent of the contin , 

- ; a gent fun: 
of $20,000 for the year, which, all but a few doll _ 
he exhausted in less than six months “he 


; . x + Mostly fo 
incidental expenses of executive department.” 7 


this—what he makes the India-rubber blanket ea. 
tion, which if strictly construed could amount to |. 
nu few thousand dollars—he has drawn nearly ~ 
hundred thousand dollars, the greater portion i, 
the way of patronage to buy influence, over fifie, 
thousand dollars being : 
**retainers.”’ 

While he gets up sensational telegrams, and hoy 
of outrages committed on Union men and colore 
citizens, he neglects to mention the many rapes con 
mitted by negroes on unoffending, defenseless, inno, 
cent girls and women. As you have seen in my 
ports, [ was a Union man, opposed secession sire, 
uously and publicly, my oflice being headquarte, 
of the Union association here; left the South wi; 
all my family in 1863; lived near Boston until the 
close of the war; returned South in 1865; supported 
the congressional measures of reconstruction : Voted 
for and publicly supported General Grant for Pres 
dent and Bullock tor Governor; have always bee 
classed asa‘ Radical” by the Democrats; have be; 
in nearly every southern State since the war, with. 
holding my political opinions on no occasion; known 
to be a northern nan by birth and residence until | 
was twenty-four years old, yet L have never beey 
treated with the least severity and almost uniform|y 
with kindness. ; 

Public sentiment will set itself against and correc 
what few political outrages there may have been 
though I have seen none—much sooner under {ul| 
reconstruction than military rule under the dir 
tion of Bullock, who shows his great inconsist en 
and want of sincerity by erying outrages, while ho 
has exercised the pardoning power until courts and 
jurors have but little to encourage them in the pro- 
secution of crime. Instead of striving to allay bitter 
animosities and promote peace and prosperity asth, 
chief executive of a great State, it has been and js 
still his effort to stirup hatred and strife, that hema 
gecta firmer hold on Georgia by which to exer’ 
his usurpations and tyranny on all who will not bi 
come his personal adherents and accomplices in mis- 
chief and self-interest, which is the principal caus: 
of the unsettled state of public affairs in Georgia, 
Democrats with him are as good for his selfish pur 
poses as Republicans, and he has found not a few to 
yield to his patronage. Ilad itbeenthe good portion 


7 leer 
to fee attorneys only o 


, of Georgia to have a wise, honest, and just executis 


the General Government would not at this date be 
troubled with reconstruction in Georgia or hay 
cause to complain of distoyalty in her borders, and 
you should not mistake contempt for Bullock fo 
dislike to the Federal Government. 

Our best substantial men, including those who have 
uniformly been Union men and favor the congres- 
sional reconstruction, who feel that Georgia is their 
homeand who love good society, law, and order, fee! 
that this is a eritical time for their loved Georgia. 

_ The Democratic papers in the interest of Bullock, 
influenced by his patronage, are loud in their denw 

ciations of the fifteenth amendment and bitterly 
oppose the reseating of the expelled colored mem- 
bers. When you reflect that Republicans aided this 
expulsion, and that they and Bullock will secretly 

if not openly, oppose their being reseated by t) 

General Assembly in order that he may secure viv- 
lent congressional action; and further, that Bullock 
with hisadherents defeated the fifteenth amendment 
last winter, I cannot conceive how a Republican 
Congress ean sustain him. 

Most respectfully, yours, A , : 

N. L. ANGIER, 
Treasurer of Georgia. 
Hon. James B. Beck, M. C., Washington, D. 0. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Will the 
gentleman allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. BECK. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Was it 
not testified to by Governor Bullock, before the 
Committee on Reconstruction, that his trans- 
actions with the funds of the State had all been 
referred to the Legislature and examined by 
them, and that he had been exonerated from 
blame? 

Mr. BECK. This was the statement o! 
Governor Bullock this morning: that such 0! 
these matters as had occurred and were known 
before the adjournment of the Legislature— 
because many of them have occurred since- 


| were referred to a committee of the Legi 


lature, and thata majority of that committe: 
had reported in his favor; but that the Legis 


| lature itself had overruled the report of the 


majority and adopted the report of the minor!) 
refusing to exonerate him. That was his stat ¢ 
ment this morning; and he stands on thi 
record now with the Legislature refusing ‘0 


concur with the report of the majority in hi 


| favor, holding the matter over him as athrest 
for impeachment. 


Mr. WHITTEMORE. Did not the Gov 


_ernor state, in connection with the questions 
asked him this morning by yourself, that he 
'was empowered by the Legislature to effect 
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loans and take charge of the finances of the 

’ 9? 
ao BECK. . He did; and he has taken 
charge of the finances of the State in many 
other particulars than this. Bat he never said 
that he had authority to use this money so 
drawn, and he did not profess or pretend that 
he had. But his idea was that a majority of 
that committee did not believe that he was 
really guilty of anything wrong, and I do not 
say that he was; I do not charge anything 
against him in any shape or form. i sat there 
‘< the letter of the treasurer of the State ; 
there are the facts, and his own statement 
shows that the matter is now before the Legis- 
lature for further investigation and action. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. ‘The gentleman says 
that many of these transactions have occurred 
since the adjournment of the Legislature. 

Mr. BECK. Ido. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. Has the gentleman 
any proof in support of that statement? 

Mr. BECK. Mr. Angier, the State treas- 
irer, says that after the adjournment of the 
Legislature Governor Bullock went on to New 
York and drew $20,000 out of the Fourth 
National Bank, making $55,000 in all; and 
how much further he would have gone he does 
not know, if he, the treasurer, had not sent a 
copy of the code of Georgia to the bank show- 
ing that the Governor had no authority to do 
what he was doing. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Will the 
gentleman yield for a motion that the House 
now take a recess? 

Mr. BECK. Certainly, if that be the pleas- 
ure of the House. 

Mr. DICKEY. I movethat the House now 
take a recess till half past seven o’clock p. m. 

The SPEAKER. The session this evening 
will be for debate only. 

The motion of Mr. Dickey was then agreed 
to; and accordingly (at four o’clock and forty 
minutes p. m.) the House took a recess until 
seven o’clock and thirty minutes p. m. 

EVENING SESSION. 

‘The House reassembled at half past seven 
o'clock p. m., Mr. Ferry in the chair as 
Speaker pro tempore. 

RECONSTRUCTION OF GEORGIA. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to 
order, the House meets for debate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, upon the bill (S. No. 281) 
to promote the reconstruction of the State of 
Georgia. Under the order of the Honse, dis- 
cussion upon the bill is the only business in 
order at this evening’s session. The gentle- 


Georgia. That Legislature, before whom he 
has been charged with official malfeasance and 
before whom those charges are now being in- 
vestigated and yet remain undecided, ought to 
be allowed to meet before this House takes it 
by the throat and crushes it out of existence, 
as this bill proposes. If those charges are 
true or deserve investigation, and if you are 
determined to turn the State of Georgia out of 
the Union and restore her to the condition of 
a conquered province or satrapy, or territorial 
dependency, or whatever you may please to 
call it, then, in the name of humanity and of 
iustice, you ought to put her in charge of some 
officer whose proceedings will beyond doubt 
be properly conducted. 

As I have said, | make no charges against 
Governor Bullock, for | know nothing person- 
ally about him; but the State treasurer of 
Georgia and the Legislature of Georgia have 
made the charges which I[ have read, and they 
are of a most serious character. 

Another fact I will state here, as I stated 
before when the bill was upinApril last. The 
money that Governor Bullock paid to Messrs. 
Kimball never was pretended to be a debt of 
the State of Georgia. ‘The city of Atlanta had 
agreed, in consideration of the removal of the 
State capital from Milledgeville to Atlanta, to 
furnish the State with suitable buildings ; and 
after Governor Bullock had drawn the first 
$35,000 of the money which he is charged with 
misappropriating, he onthe 13th of January 
sent a message to the Legislature, in which he 
set forth that transaction, making no allusion 
to the fact that he had drawn this money out 
of the Fourth National Bank in New York and 
had paid it to the Messrs. Kimball, but using 


| this language: 


| to those charges, he sent 


man from Kentucky [Mr. Breck] is entitled to | 


the floor, and has thirty-five minutes of his 
hour remaining. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. Speaker, when I closed 
this afternoon I had caused to be read at the 
Clerk’s desk the letter of the State treasurer 
of Georgia, and I had attempted to answer the 
questions put to me by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. BurLer] and the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Wairremore. } 
From that point, without repetition or allusion 
to. what had occurred before, I will proceed to 
remark that in the statement of facts I am 
about to make, as in the statements I have 
made, I hold myself in readiness again, as | 
did before, to answer all proper questions that 
gentlemen may see fit to ask me bearing on 
the facts. Such I deem my duty as a member 
of the committee undertaking to state the facts 
of this case. 

_I say here that that letter which was read to 
Governor Bullock in eommittee by me, so that 
he might have a full opportunity to reply to it 
and refute if he could the statements therein 


contained, which neither he nor any friend of 


his has attempted with any suecess—that let- 
ter, if true or if half true, demonstrates that he 
is of all men the very last that this Congress 
should make an absolute despot, as this bill pro- 


“The satisfactory manner in which the energetic 
and able contractors, Messrs. Kimball, have exe- 
cuted their contract with the city of Atlanta cannot 
fail to receive your approval.”’ 

A few days afterward charges were made 
against him of having misappropriated the 
money. Onthe 21st day of January, in answer 
in &@ message to the 
Legislature, in which he said : 


**T found it necessary, in order to secure the full 
completion of the capitol building and public offices 
in time forthe reception of the General Assembly, 
to make certain advances of money to the Messrs. 
Kimball, and obtained the money for such advances 
from the Fourth National Bank upon my official 
drafts. I do not propose, however, inthis communi- 
cation to argue the propriety of that course, but 
simply to state the fact.” 


‘ailing even to communicate the fact on the 
13th of January, failing even when charged on 


the 2ist, when he sent in his message to jus- | 


tify himself in what he had done, after those 
charges had been made, after the Legislature 
had adjourned, he went to New York and drew 
$20,000 more, not one cent of which has ever 
found its way into the treasury of Georgia. 
All these are matters of serious consideration, 


| and show that he is personally interested in pre- 


venting the meeting of this Legislature. ‘They 
afford ample reason for understanding why he 
has not called the Legislature together. It was 
beyond all question because of the pendency 
of these charges and the certainty that they 
would be urged and proved against him. 
These facts all appeared before the com- 
mittee, and the only excuse which now comes 
from him is that the members of that Legis- 
lature, scattered as they were from one end 
of Georgia to the other, did not come and re- 
quest him to callthem together. It would have 
been improper in them; it was, in fact, impos- 
sible for them, even if they thought it proper, 
to get together in any such number for the par- 
pose of drawing up a petition for presentation 


to the Governor asking to be called together at 


i 
| 


| from making such a request. 


anearlyday. They were to investigate charges 
against him, and delicacy alone would have pre 
vented gentlemen under such circumstances 
It was his duty 
after the decision of the court, and the duty of 


| no one else, to call the Legislature together. 
poses, over the Legislature of the State of || He had the power, and no one else had, to call || statement. 
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that Legislature together with a view to giving 
them an opportunity to meet the question ot 
reseating those colored men in accordance 
the decision of the supreme court. But, sir, he 
failed to do so. His failure to do it is no good 
excuse for him or his friends now. But his 
conduct and the relation in which he stands to 
that body is one of the highest considerations 
why he should be pronounced not a fit man to 
be at the head of the State of Georgia with all 


to 


| the powers which this bill proposes to confer 


upon him. 

In this connection let me also state that in 
the investigation before the Committee on 
Reconstruction to-day, on the examination of 
General Farnswortu, Governor Bullock him 
self admitted that if the recommendation of 
Genera: Grant had been carried out and the 
test-oath, known as the iron-clad oath, had 
been required of the Governor and the mem- 
bers of the Legislature of Georgia, he could not 
have taken that oath, because during the war 
he had given aid and comfort tothearmiesof the 
confederate States ; that he had been an express 
agent, and in his capacity as such he had dur 
ing the rebellion in every form'giveu it aid and 
comfort: and that he could not have taken that 
test-oath himself which the President recom 
mended should be applied to all the member 
of the Legislature of the State of Georgia, over 
which he seeks to preside. He had never heid 
any office before the war and therefore would 
take the oath which is now required, but not 
the oath which the President in his 
asked Congress to prescribe. ‘The latter oath 
has been stricken out, whether to save him or 
not Ido not know; but it has been 
out, for he could not take it himself. 

Now a word or two on the amendments which 
[ propose, and the reason why they are offered, 
before I turn to another branch of this subject 
I propose to amend the act by requiring the 
Governor, at the same time he issues his procta 
mation calling the Legislature together, to issue 
a proclamation calling for an election in all the 
districts not now represented, so that the State 
of Georgia when the Legislature meets shall 
be fully represented, if you are determined t 
pass this bill. The gentleman from Massachu 


messave 


stricken 


| setts [Mr. Burier] claims that this would be 


an outrage. How, and in what manner? Ought 
not every district to be represented’? If that 
Legislature is not full now ought it not to be 
full before it is required to pass on the fifteenth 
amendment to the Constitution? Ought it not 
to be full before it is required to vote for Uni 
ted States Senators? Ought it not to be fall; 


| ought not all the people of Georgia to be repre 


| acted? 


sented before any important legislation is tran 

Governor Bullock himself to-day gav 
this committee this information: five mem 
bers of the Legislature are dead and there were 


| not three murdered, as stated by the gentleman 


| ever. 


from Massachusetts, [Mr. Ber_er,}] but only 
two, and they were both murdered before this 
Congress adjourned last speing, and no white 
man has ever been accused of murdering either 
of them. It appears from all the evidence that 
it was not done for any political purpose what- 
There is not one scintilla of proof to 
show that it was. Two were accidentally killed 
and one died of disease. 

As the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Butter] announced, fifteen members were 
driven out of the State or counties where they 
lived. Governor Bullock also stated that there 
were twenty-five in the house and four in the 
senate who, in his opinion, could not take the 
oath required by the Constitution. This would 
make in all of those who left the State or 
county, all who died or were ineligible, som: 
fifty-one members. The house is composed 
of one hundred and seventy-five members and 
the Senate of seventy-four, making a total of 
two hundred and nineteen; and there are or 
will be, if all those he deems ineligible under 
the provisions of this bill resign, fifty-one vacan 
cies if Governor Bullock be correct im his 
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Now, why should the Legislature be sum- || the rebellion, and there was no direct physical | 


moned without at the same time a proclama- || force compelling him. 
tion being issued forthe filling of the vacancies || features of this bill as it now stands. 


in those districts ? 


That is one of the 
That 


Why should not each of || man involuntarily, unintentionally, while in 


the districts be represented inthe Legislature? || fact he was believing that he was aiding the 


The same proclamation which gives time for 
the assembling of the Legislature would give 


time for the election of men in those districts, | 
for the election of others, it is to be ‘eeamganecn | this bill proposes that he shall be fined from 
t | $500 to $2,000 and imprisoned for not less than 


If Governor Bullock be correct those men 


who are constitutionally ineligible will resign | 


their places. 


Does Governor Bullock expect by the rump 


Union cause, was giving aid and comfort to the 
rebellion, and giving it without being under the 
compulsion of direct physical force. And yet 


one year if he has become a citizen of Georgia 


Why not give those districts the || and shall dare to take his seat in the Legis- 
opportunity to fill their places with others? || lature! 


stands ; and hence the importance and pro- 


of a Legislature to get a whitewashing report || priety of the amendment I suggested, to insert 


to clear him from all the charges which have || the words 


** shall have voluntarily.’’ Common 


been brought against him, and then to get that || justice requires that you shall not entrap and 


Legislature to proceed to the election of United 


punish men who have been intentionally guilty 


States Senators? Is this Congress to prostitute || of no wrong, and this House will regret and 
itself for purposes of that sort? If you are to | be ashamed of this bill unless those words are 


give those people a fair opportunity to assemble 


' 


inserted. The common sense, the common 


in their Legislature and be represented by men || justice of every man, woman, and child, black 


who are qualified—under military power, if you 
please—then make provision for filling up the 


| 
} 


| or white, in the United States, would revolt 


against such a provision as this with the words 


vacancies, and allow the full Legislature of || [ propose left out. 
Georgia to pass upon any amendment to the || 
Constitution; to pass upon the election of Sen- || by inserting the words ‘‘ and as suchh as taken 
|| an oath to support the Constitution ofthe United 


ators, and to treat her as you would any other 
State to which you intend to give any reasoa- 
able chance to do justice to herself. Yet the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BurLer] 
seems to think it would be an outrage to allow 
that to be done. 
not to allow it to be done, and hence the amend- 
ment is proposed in good faith. 

I also propose to add in the second section 
the word ‘‘voluntarily’’ before the 


I say it would be an outrage || 


I also gave notice that | would move toamend 


States,’’ because the third section of the four- 


| teenth amendment provides that no man shall 
| be disqualified from holding office unless he 


has not only held an office under the United 
States before the war, or under some State 
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| The Governor was duly installed, and the L 
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State Legislature, and all other officers required 


egis 
met and performed all the acts then required of 
> 


by the reconstruction acts of Congress. Subse uent) 

however, in violation of the constitution which th., 
had just ratified, (as since decided by the supr ey 
court of the State,) they unseated the colored com 
bers of the Legislature, and admitted to seats «,. 
members who are disqualified by the third clause of 
the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution, ,, 


| article which they themselves had contributed ;. 


That is the way in which the bill now || 


ratify. Under these circumstances, I would sub: 
to you whether it would not be wise without dela 
to enact a law authorizing the Governor of Geor 5 
to convene the members originally elected to the 
Legislature, requiring each member to take the oat! 
preseribed by the reconstruction acts, and none },, 
ye admitted whoare ineligible under the third elay., 
of the fourteenth amendment ? ” byes: 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. That, then, is the opinioy 
of the President at present. I supposed tha 


| was what you referred to, but I wanted jit +, 
| appear plainly on the record. 


Mr. BECK. I gay, and it is the only chari. 
table construction in view of the past history 
of the President, of his own written telegrams 


| to General Meade, which I have before me, 
and which are published in a speech I had thy, 


honor to make on the 6th of April last—I gay 
it is the only charitable construction to belieye 


| that he did not at the time understand or fully 


comprehend the force of the language used by 
him in his message. I am willing to assume 
that such is the fact until we have some further 
evidence against him. 


I have never made any factious opposition 


| to General Grant or his Administration. I did 


|| government, but had previously taken an oath || 
| his election I determined in good faith to give 


words | 


‘engaged in insurrection or rebellion against | 


the United States.’’ And I say that this House 
if it has a proper respect for itself will insert 
that word. In the test-oath, known as the iron- 


clad oath, which was made as strong as it | 
could possibly be made, 1 ;wesume to exclude | 


everybody concerned in any way in the rebel- 
lion from holding a Federal oflice, from begin- 
ning to end uses that language. Here it is: 

“That hereafter every person elected or appointed 
to any oflice of honor or profit under the Govern- 
ment of the United States, either in the civil, mili- 
tary, or naval departments of the public service, 
excepting the President of the United States, shall, 
before entering upon the duties of such office, and 
before being entitled to any of the salary or other 
emoluments thereof, take and subscribe the follow- 
ing oath or affirmation: ‘I, A B, do solemnly swear 
(or affirm) that I have never voluntarily borne arms 
against the United States since I have been a citizen 
thereof; that Lhave voluntarily given no aid, coun- 
tenance, counsel, or encouragement to persons en 
gaged in armed hostility thereto; that I have nei 
ther sought nor accepted nor attempted to exercise 
the functions of any office whatever under any au- 
thority or pretended authority in hostility to the 
United States; that Ihave not yielded a voluntary 
support to any pretended government, authority, 
power, or constitution within the United States hos- 
tile or inimical thereto.’ ”’ 

If the word ‘‘ voluntarily ’’ was inserted in 
the iron-clad oath why should it not be inserted 
here, unless the oath was intended to be used 
as a trap to catch 4hose men? It is now pro- 
posed to exclude from that Legislature all men 
who gave any aid or comfort to the rebellion 
‘‘except in consequence of direct physical 
force."’ If it were said ‘‘except in conse- 
quence of direct physical force or fraud,’’ or 
if such words had been used as would have 
excluded men who rendered involuntary aid, 
there might have been some propriety in it. 

Why, take this case out of the thousand that 
might be imagined. Suppose that a man in 
Ohio, a thorough loyalist, a Federal soldier, if 
you please, had been approached by General 
John Morgan, or.any of his men, in their raid 
through that State, in the guise of Federal 
soldiers, and he, believing them in good faith 
to be Federal soldiers, had given them import- 
ant information, believing he was giving it to 


officers of the United States Army, when in 


fact they were confederate oflicers in disguise, || 





} 








that man, if he had moved to Georgia, would || 


be sent to the penitentiary if he took his @eat 
in the Georgia Legislature and took that oath, 
because he had in point of fact given aid to 





to support the Constitution of the United States. 
[hat is the express provision of the third 
section of the fourteenth amendment, and it 
is to make this bill conform to that that I 
propose to offer this amendment. Is not that 
right? Are you going to apply the test-oath, 


or are you going to make the bill conform | 


to the third section of the fourteenth amend- 
ment? If you are going to do it in good 
faith why not comply with the terms of that 
third section and put in the words which it 
requires shall be inserted? You cannot re- 
quire the test-oath. You do not propose to 
doit; although the President recommended 
that it should be required | have no doubt, from 
information that 1 have received since, that 
the President did not intend to do it. It isso 
said by his friends. I believe it. I believeit 
because | am unwilling to suppose that the 
President would do it after he had announced 
that that oath would not be required of them, 
as he did in his telegrams to General Meade, 
when General Meade submitted the question 
to him whether it could be done or not. 
The Reconstruction Committee of this House, 
of which Governor Boutwell was chairman, 


| announced that it would not be required. The 


Attorney General of the United States, in an 
opinion delivered at the request of the President, 
decided that it could not be required in Vir- 
ginia, when General Canby asked for informa- 


‘| tion. And afterall this, after all that the Presi- 


dent has said and donein relation to Georgiaand 


| Virginia, he would stultify himself by saying that | 
In none of the 


it should now be required. 
southern States had it been required—neither 
in North Carolina, South Carolina, or Florida ; 
and the President had said that it would not be 


|| required in Georgia, and the Attorney General 


had said that in Virginia it should not be re- 
quired. I say, after all this I cannot believe that 
the President did willfully and intentionally 
recommend that the Legislature of Georgia 
shall now be required to take the test-oath. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
man to what paper of General Grant he refers 
wherein he recommends that the test-oath 
shall be required? 

Mr. BECK. 1 will read that portion of the 
President's message sent to this House on the 
first day of the session : 


“Seven States which passed ordinances of seces- 


sion have been fully restored to their places in the | 


Union. The eighth, Georgia, held an election at 
which she ratified her constitution, republican in 
form, eleeted a Governor, members of Congress, a 


I would ask the gentle- | 


| 





what I could to defeat him. We failed. After 


him a reasonable support as a member of this 


| House. | have done so and will continue to do 


so. But if I believed that he had deliberately 
and intentionally, in the face of all that he has 
said, in the face of the opinion of his Attorney 
General, in the face of his own recommenda- 
tions regarding Virginia, and in face of the fact 


| that Georgia was reconstructed even according 


to the construction of your own laws—if | be 
lteved that he had advised this Congress to 
throw Georgia out of this Union, then | would 


| not fail in my place in this House, in all the 


terms that parliamentary language would allow, 
to denounce the scheme as the most infamous 
ever recommended to an American Congress 
and unworthy of the American people. 1 do 
not do so, because | believe that the Presiden 
has recommended what he did not intend; and 
until I know better I will not accuse the Chief 
Magistrate of this Republic of doing what that 


| language would indicate he meant to do. 


| have thus hastily run over that branch of 
this subject, and shown the reasons why I was 
in favor of the amendment that I have offered. 
But there is another reason, which [ think the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Burier] 
endeavored to cover over, and which the House 


_ will fully appreciate, why the Governor of 


Georgia should not be allowed to assemble that 
Legislature together before the people can know 


| of the issue of the proclamation by calling the 
| Legislature together in one, two, three, or four 


days after the issue of the proclamation. I say 
it will take thirty days at least before the peo- 


_ ple of that State in all its remote districts can 


see or understand the proclamation, or the 


| members of the Legislature from those remote 


| 


| 


parts can have time to repair to the State cap- 
ital. 

This bill gives the Governor power to call 
the Legislature together in one day after the 
issue of the proclamation. He may have as: 
sembled around the city of Atlanta a quorum 
of his own political friends, and may call them 
together the next morning and have them pass 
all the laws he pleases betore the remote sec- 
tions of the State would even know that the 
call was made. 

I would require the man whom you have 
appointed to transact the business of Georgia 
to give reasonable notice to the people in all 
parts of the State that the Legislature is to be 
called together, so that they may come to the 
capital and claim their seats in the Legislature. 
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required and transact the business for which they were 


eislatur, elected. Therefore I say he should not call 
sate hem together within less than thirty days of the 
hich th. jate of the proclamation, though he may issue 
supren + the very day the bill is signed by the Pres- 
od inen lent, if you please; but my proposition is 
slause. called oppressive by the gentleman from Mas- 
ation, ay achusetts, [Mr. Burter.] I hope gentlemen 
— | ‘nthe other side will not generally so con- 
ut dels cider it. 
Georg; ‘Ithink this House ought to adopteveryamend- 
1 to th ment | have proposed. While, as I have said, 
none t | am against this bill and shall vote against it, 
rd clause | shall vote for each of these amendments ; for 
| desire that the bill shall go before the coun- 
Opinio; ‘ry from this Congress in a form that will be 
ed that less objectionable, at least, than it is now. 
d it [ have thus run over the facts on this subject 


‘mperfectly and hurriedly, itistrue. The great 


y chari- estion comes back to us at last, what power, 


history what right, what authority have we to act in this 
egram: matter? We have none, except that of mere 
re me. brute force; because when Georgia was recon- 
had th structed and her Representatives took their 
—I gay seats on this floor she was as fully a restored 
beliey, State in the American Union, even according 
Ir fully to the theory of the dominant party, as is the 
ised by State o. New York; and if you turn her out 
issume now because of something she has done, not 
further in violation of your laws, for you have never 

claimed that, but because she has done some- 
sition thing which you think or profess to think is in 
_ I did violation of your construction of her own con- 

After stitution, then you canturn out New York, or 
tO vive Ohio, or any other State of this Union; and 
of this the very moment this Congress undertakes to 
2 to do do that there is an end of Republican liberty 
rately and law; constitutions are a farce; a central- 
he ha ized despotism is established in Washington 
torney over every man in this country, over every 
lenda State in this Union ; property, liberty, and life | 
1e fact are held at the mere sovereign will of this 
Irding Congress. I think that this House will hesi- 
PI be tate long before it will take sucha step as that. 
ess ti Why, sir, if this is done with Georgia who 
would comes next? Tennessee perhaps will receive 
ull thi her orders first ; Kentucky, Indiana, Maryland, 
allow, perhaps Pennsylvania, will follow. State after 
pMOUs State will fall whenever they fail to obey the 
ngress behests of the dominant majority here. 

id But it is avowed that this fifteenth amend- 
side ment cannot be adopted unless Georgia votes 
* and for it. That has been avowed in the Senate, 
Chie! asit was avowed by the gentleman from Mas- 
t that sachusetts in the argument which he made last 

spring with regard to Mississippi. His lan- 
ab of guage was this: 
lw “Now, if you do not reconstruct Mississippi and 


A» . ; ‘2 ; 
a Georgia, if you do not get loyal Legislatures there, 
a you cannot pass the fifteenth amendment of the 


k th Constitution. You lose it; and with it you lose half 
rLER] .dozen northern States. Every man on the opposite 
RL side knows that right well, and laughs in his sleeve 
3 il those men whom they have wrung in to do their 
yr ot work for them. Every man of them knows right 
e that well what he is about, I know them of old; I used 
now to be with them. 
2 the _It has also been avowed in the Senate of the 
> four United States that such was the object. I tell 
T say this House, and time will verify the statement 
peo- lam about to make, that the States of the 
3 can Union never will admit that a constitutional 
- the amendment adopted by force, as this avowedly 
mate will be if adopted by this Legislature of Geor- 
 cap- gia under the order of Congress, is to be re- 
garded as valid by them. You might just as 
al well ratify that fifteenth amendment for Geor- 
» the gia in this Hall as to order her to do it or say 
en that she shall be held by the throat until she 
>rum does do it. Congress has a right to propose 
em constitutional amendments ; this is all it has 
pass the right to do with reference to such amend- 
aa ments. The States of the Union through their 
t the State Legislatures must decide without force, 
without fraud, withcut coercion, without duress, 
have whether they will ratify or reject such proposed 
orgia amendments. And does any men in this House 
n all pretend that the Legislature of Georgia under 
= he a bill like this is free to ratify or reject so that 
the her action shall bind the State of New York, 
jure, or Ohio, or Pennsylvania? 


The President of the United States under 
the Constitution has a right to recommend to 
Congress the passage of such measures as he 
may deem expedient. He frequently does sc ; 
he has done so in his late annual message. 
But after such recommendations are made 
Congress determines whether it will adopt them 
or not as it pleases. Suppose, sir, for the 
sake of illustration, that he had sent us a ree- 
ommendation that we should pass a bill giving 
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him an annual salary of $100,000, and that his | 
chief of staff or Secretary had come to the | 


door of the House and said, ‘Gentlemen, I am 
instructed by the President to say to you that he 
has thrown a regiment of soldiers around this 
House, and while you have a right to pass this 
bill or not just as you please, you shall never 
leave this Hail, you shall neither eat nor 
drink, until this bill is passed.’’ Suppose 
under that species of coercion this House had 
passed a bill granting him $100,000 salary, 
what would it have been worth; would any 
man in this House have regarded it as binding 
any longer than till the duress was removed’? 
Of course not. Yet wherein 
from the proposition now made with regard to 
Georgia? You propose to say that unless 
Georgia shall ratify this amendment she shall 
not have a single right in this Union; that 
she shall not have representation on this floor ; 
that she shall be taxed; she shall be plun- 
dered ; the writ of habeas corpus shall be sus- 
pended; her people shall not be entitled to 
trial by jury in the civil courts of the country. 
Is not that force and coercion equally great as 


States to throw an armed force round this Hall || 


| and starve this House into submission to any 
order he might give? I believe—indeed | 


hope—that the great States of New York, Penn- || 


sylvania, and Ohio, the great central belt upon 
which we must rely because of their power and 
their position, will, if this amendment is forced 
upon them in this way by coercion and duress 
upon the States of the South, refuse to change 
their State constitutions in obedience to this 
| mandate from this Congress, and that they will 


does that differ | 
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constitution, and in the Fortieth Congress the 
Representatives of Georgia were admitted to 
their seats. But the Senators from that State 
have not been admitted ; and the Representa. 
tives elected to the Forty-First Congress are 
notin their seats. The Legislature of Georgia, 
consisting in part of persons claimed to be 
ineligible under the constitution, have expelled 
others claimed to be eligible by its provisions. 
And now this bill is offered, and proposes to 
call together the Legislature, including the ex- 
pelled members, purge it of ineligible elements, 
and impose further conditions of restoration. 

Ifthe Representatives elected from Georgia 
to the Forty-First Congress were admitted to 
the floor of this House there might be seeming 
stultification of the House in passing this bill, 
which proceeds in part or apparently upon 
the assumption that Georgia is not fully recon 
structed and is not a State in the Union; but 
no such conclusion flows from the fact that her 
Representatives were admitted by the Fortieth 
Congress, inasmuch as each succeeding Con- 
gress, in both Houses, are the judges of the 
qualifications of their own members and are 
not bound nor trammeled by the acts of their 
predecessors. I say seeming stultification, be 
cause even if the Representatives of Georgia 
were now members of the House reconstruc- 
tion is not completed and the State is not fully 
admitted till it is represented in both branches 
of Congress. 

If Georgia is not fully reconstructed and 
admitted, then all parties are estopped to deny 


eal || the power of Congress to enact supplemental 
it would be for the President of the United | 


appeal to the courts of the country to sustain | 


them in saying that it never did receive the 
sanction of three fourths of the State Legisla- 
tures. 


position. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WOODWARD obtained the floor. 

Mr. WINANS. , Lask the gentleman to yield 
to me for ten minutes. 

Mr. WOODWARD. 1 yield to the gentle- 
man with the understanding that it is not to 
be taken out of my time. 

Mr. WINANS. Mr. Speaker, I desire only 
and briefly to state the views which will influ- 
ence my own vote upon this bill. 

The actual condition of Georgia is anom- 


alous and peculiar; and whether as a State | 


she is in or out of the Union is matter of grave 
debate and of doubt in the minds of wise and 
distinguished men in both branches of the 


national Legislature and throughout the coun- | 


try. That portion of territory known as the 
State of Georgia is, and ever since the political 


an integral part of the United States, subject 
to the constitutional legislation of Congress, 
| and could not be taken out of or withdrawn 


I believe there is not a court in the | 
' country that will not sustain them in that | 


union of the States in this country has been, | 


from that character and jurisdietion except by | 


| successful revolution. But with regard tothe 

| people of Georgia as a political community, and 
who alone, in political organization for the 
purposes of this bill may properly be called a 
State, there may be some reason for the doubts 
which exist whether they be a State in or out 
of the Union. 

Under the reconstruction acts the people of 
Georgia adopted a constitution, elected a Legis- 
lature under it, and elected Senators and Rep- 
resentatives in Congress, and ratified the 


|| fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of 


''the United States. Congress approved the 


laws to bring her in; because at the last ses- 
sion such laws were passed without distinction 
of party with reference to Virginia, Mississippi, 
and Texas; and it does not lie in the mouths 
of any who voted to require these States to 
ratify the fifteenth amendment to object that 
this bill requires Georgia to ratify it also. 

But has Congress power to convene the Legis- 
lature of Georgia, and to determine who com- 
poseit? The constitution of Georgia provides 
| that— 

‘** Each house (of the Legislature) shall be the judge 
of the election returns and qualifications of its mem 
bers, and shall have power to punish them for dis 
orderly behavior or misconduct by censure, fine, 
imprisonment, or expulsion.’”’ 

And assuming Georgia to be a State in the 
Union, and, perhaps, whether in the Union or 
| not, each house in the Legislature under this 
| provision is the exclusive judge of the qualifi 
| cation of its own members; and it follows 
that though the colored members may have been 
| expelled in manifest violation of the constitu 
tion the supreme court of Georgia had no 
jurisdiction to revise or reverse the action of 
the Legislature, and that any decision which 
it may have made upon the subject is coram 
| non judice and void. The question must there 

fore be determined without reference to any 

supposed decision of the supreme court of the 
State of Georgia. Congress has approved the 
constitution of the State, and it has been fully 
admitted or readmitted, except only that its 
| Senators have not been received nor its Repre 
sentatives admitted tothe present House. Still, 
while the State is not represented in the two 
Houses of Congress, whatever forms of legis- 
lation may declare to the contrary, the State is 
not actually inthe Union; and if Congress may 
prescribe one condition of admission they may 
prescribe any, and may amend and supplement 
legialation prescribing conditions of admission. 

But it matters little, in my opinion, for the 
| purposes of this oe whether the State is 
| in or out of the Union. The constitution of 
Georgia, approved by Congress, was one of the 
conditions of her admission, and Georgia can 
| not be permitted by construction to violate the 
condition of her admission by openly and fla 

grantly violating and trampling upon her own 
| constitution. And whileno coirdinate depart 
| ment of Georgia has power to revise the judg: 
| ment of the two houses of the Legislature touch- 

ing the qualifications of members, nor to ex- 
| pound or interpret the constitution with refer- 
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ence thereto, the two Houses of Congress have 
the same exclusive right to judge of the quali- 
fications of their members; and it pertains to 
Congress, besides, exclusively to judge and 
determine whether the constitution or govern- 
ment of any State is republican inform. If, 





therefore, the Legislature of Georgia gave || 
'| in whom her constitution vested the power of 


proper construction to the constitution in ex- 
pelling the colored members, it is within the 
province of Congress, notwithstanding its 
former approval of the constitution, to say that 
the government of Georgia is not republican 
in form; and if the constitution has not been 
properly interpreted, but simply trampled upon 
and disregarded, then the condition of admis- 
sion has been broken, and it becomes the duty 
of Congress to guaranty, that is to establish, a 
republican government in that State. The con- 
stitution and the government of a State are by 
no means identical norsynonymous. The con- 
stitution is mere parchment or waste paper 
unless recognized and illustrated by its living 
exponents and administrators; and though a 
State may have a republican constitution, if it 
is disregarded and the agents and functionaries 
of government usurp powers not conferred by 
it and administer the government arbitrarily 
und capriciously, it would be mockery to say 
that the government is republican in form. 
Whether, therefore, Georgia is in or out of the 
Union, and whether her constitution has been 
rightly or wrongly interpreted by the Legisla- 
ture, I believe, Mr. Speaker, that Congress has 
the power and ought to interpose and pass this 
bill. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desire to know whether 
the gentleman from Ohio has considered the 
fact that the State of Georgia at the time of 
her readmission, as it is called by the Repub- 
lican side of the House, had complied with all 
the reconstruction measures as recited in the 
preamble to the resolution readmitting her, 
and that the resolution was adopted on that 
express condition? 

Mr. WINANS. Ido not know that I catch 
the gentleman’s meaning. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 1 ask the gentleman 
whether he had considered the fact when Geor- 
gia was readmitted, as the Republicans term 
the act in regard to her, that it was recited in 
the preamble to the resolution readmitting her 
that she had complied with all the requirements 
in the reconstruction acts? 

Mr. WINANS. Thad considered that, and 
I have presented my views in regard to it, as 
already announced, in this way: that Georgia, in 
my judgment, is not, notwithstanding thataction 
of Congress, a State fully in the Union, because 
it is not represented in the two Houses of Con- 
gress, which I take it is indispensably neces- 
sary in order to the recognition of a State in 
the Union. 

Mr. WOODWARD. It isnot her fault then 
that she is not represented. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, The gentleman from 
Ohio says that Georgia is not a State in the 
Union because she is not represented in either 
House of Congress. Suppose the two Houses 
were to refuse to admit the Representatives 
and Senators from the State of New York, 
would the State of New York be then out of 
the Union? 

Mr. WINANS. It certainly would not have 
any power as a State in the Union if it were 
not represented in the Congress of the United 
States; but, as remarked a while ago, it makes 
no difference in my judgment whether this be 
a State in the Union or out of the Union; the 
result is the same. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. Speaker, whether 
the colored man had the right to hold office in 
Georgia under her constitution and the recon- 
struction laws was a legal question of consid- 
erable difficulty. The constitution of Georgia 
committed the question to the Legislature of 
Georgia and they decided against the colored 
man ; but they decided i so prudently and con- 
siderately that they passed a resolution declar- 
ing it was a question worthy of judicial exam- 


reer EGRESS SSS sss sss 








a preererennneeeeenen een peneeneneepeneareenanesenanansannnnneennnnenennansenesansanensasnaannaasngaseaanaeseneee eS se asnassslesspsananssnssaseeeeseeeeeneeeneeennntpes eS snensenannaanssDcnansionasnoaaaeeenaeeeeeeeeeeeiee een 


| judiciary of the State. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ination and directed an issue to be formed for 
taking the opinion of the judiciary. They did 
what General Grant did in regard to the Span- 
ish gun-boats. Having expended his own best 
wisdom on the subject he turned it over to the 


| judiciary to decide whether we had a right to 
detainthem ornot. The Legislature of Georgia, | 


|| decision, decided the question, and every man 
je . . i} 
is bound to consider that the Legislature de- | 


cided conscientiously; not necessarily that it 
decided correctly, but that it decided the ques- 


tion honestly. But the Legislature finally pro- || 


posed to refer the subject for decision to the 
Governor Bullock did 
not agree in that reasonable proposition and 
vetoed the reference to the judiciary ; and thus 
the question whether the negro had a right to 
sit in the Legislature of Georgia was kept out 


of the judiciary by the official actions of the | 


very man who is now engineering this bill 
through these Halls. 
But, sir, in the city of Savannah a negro had 


been elected clerk of the superior or some | 


other local court there. The same question 


was raised in regard to him, and that question | 


went before the very competent and gentle- 
manly judge who presides in that court. He 
heard counsel on it; he took time to deliber- 
ate; he read a learned opinion, in which he 
decided that the negro iu Georgia had no power 
to hold office. Thus in a collateral case the 
opinion of the Legislature, as expressed in the 
expulsion of negro claimants, was reatlirmed. 
But from his decision an appeal was taken to 
the supreme court of Georgia, composed of 
three judges, before whom it was again fully 
argued and again fairly considered. Two of 
those judges, tor different reasons, decided that 
the negro was entitled to hold office in Georgia, 
while the third judge submitted an opinion re- 
affirming the judgment below, that the negro 
had no right to hold office in Georgia. 

Thus, sir, this question stands in Georgia 
to-day—two judges holding negroes competent 
to hold oflice, and two judges holding them in- 
competent to hold oflice. Now, that is the way 
in which this question of negro office holding 
in Georgia stands at this moment. And, sir, 
I suppose any man may be excused for con- 
sidering that one of these opinions is better 
than the other. I have not looked into them 
carefully. Iam not about to pronounce any 


Opinion in regard to which is the better con- | 


clusion. I only state for the consideration of 
the House the fact that this legal question was 
so doubtful that when weighed in the best bal- 
ances that could be found it was by the weight 
of a hair merely that the scale was made to 
preponderate in favor of the negro. 

Well, now, let us assume with the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. BurLer, ] who 
presides over the fortunes of the Reconstruc- 
tion Committee of this House, that it is clear 
that the negro is entitled to hold office in 
Georgia, oe that the Legislature was alto- 
gether wrong in deciding that he was not enti- 
tled to hold office—whatthen? Does any man 
live in this land that ever heard the proposi- 
tion before that such a mistake of law was to 
be corrected by the annibilation of the State 
in which it took place? Has General Grant 
made no mistakes in law? Was he not in 
doubt about the gun-boats? He tells us he 
was. Js General Grant to be put to death 
because he may have entertained an opinion 
which the learned lawyer from Massachusetts 
te r. BurLer] could demonstrate was unsound? 

Vhy, no, sir. This land of ours is full of 
diversities of opinion upon legal questions. 
A day does not pass in which the highest 
courts in the land are not divided. 

The great statesman at the head of the Gov- 
ernment himself confesses his own uncertainty 
in regard to the gun-boats in his annual mes- 
sage, and yet he appears in that message to be 
perfectly clear that the only legal remedy for 
an erroneous judgment on a doubtful question 
of law in Georgia is to annihilate Georgia. I 
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say he is made to appear to be of that Opinior 

by his message. My friend from Kenty - 

|| (Mr. Becx] has intimated, and | shone i" 

|| hope for the fame of General Grant oy | 
_ cient grounds, that General Grant is not respon 
sible for this proposition in his message, 4, 
if the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Biycuay) 

| were here I should like to interrogate him ; 
little. I should like to ascertain how he loo) 
upon this proposition to put out of the Leo:. 

|| lature every white man in Georgia who ¢y, 

held office, who ever was considered }y 4) 

| Government or his fellow-citizens fit to },,) 
office. If these men are to be excluded fr, 
the Legislature for all time to come by ti, 

| test-oath I should like to know whether (., 

eral Grant consciously and intentionally pu 

this monstrous proposition into his meggay, 

I say I have doubts about it, and I hope be 

fore this debate is over to hear more about 

But did you, sir, ever hear—did any man th, 

'| listens to me ever hear of the redress of a Jovy 

| mistake in this manner? - 

Now, the very head and front of Georgia’ 
offending ** hath this extent, no more.”’ {'j,. 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Buriyp 
does not propose to punish Georgia because gj. 
seceded from the Union in 1861. That was 
unpardonable sin, indeed, and she has been gp. 
verely punished for it. But then that is past an 
gone. Wereadmitted her here after she commi 
tedthatsin. Weconsidered that the atonemey: 
was suflicient and we received her Representa 
tives upon this floor. They sat here a whole 
| session of Congress; and Georgia also sentSen 
| ators to the other House. It is not her fau!: 
that they are not sitting there now. The gen 
tleman from Ohio thinks that because the 
Representatives of Georgia are not sitting here 
we may tamper with the rights of the people. 
I donot think so. I think it is our fault that 
Senators are not in the Senate and that Rep 
| resentatives are not sitting here, and not the 
| fault of the people of Georgia. ‘They hav 
| elected them. 

Well now we are going to punish that er 
of law—notsecession ; that has been punished 
that has passed. Lven the bloody-miud 
chairman of the committee, from Massac! 
setts, [Mr. Bur.er, ] does not propose to puni-li 
Georgia on account of her secession, ani | 
does not propose to punish her by this bill 
account of that stream of defamation that |i 
allows carpet-baggers and idlers to pour into li 
too-willing ear in reference to morals and th 
state of society in Georgia. He details thos 
defamatory stories on this floor from time t 
time, but the theory of this legislation is not to 
redress these evils, supposing them to be truly 
alleged. 

The whole ground upon which this legis- 
lation rests, and upon which every man who 
votes for this bill has got to stand in the future 
history of this country, is that the Legislature 
of Georgia erred ina matter of law, and there- 
fore, forsooth, we will take away her charter, 
we will reduce her to a colonial condition, we 
will bring her into the equivocal condition in 
which the learned gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
Winans] cannot tell us whether she is in or 
out of the Union ; but whichever way it is he 
is for trampling her under foot. I wish he had 
told us whether she is in or out of the Union: 
because in the execution which is to be done 
upon her for this mistake of law it would bea 
great deal more convenient to know whether 
we are dealing with a sovereign State in the 
Union or an outlying province. We must exe 
cute her, we must subject her to capital punis!: 
ment, because her Legislature erred just 4s 
Judge Sebley, ofthe inferior court at Savannah, 
did, and just as Judge Warner, the dissenting 
judge of the supreme court, did, and just as 
Governor Bullock himself erred when he vetoed 
the resolution of reference to the supreme 
court. 

The gentleman from Kentucky, [ Mr. Beck, | 
who is good authority for everything relating 
to Georgia reconstruction, says that there 18 
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not a word in all the reconstruction measures 
‘hat looks like giving the negro the right to 
hold office. Plenty of laws have been passed 
here to give him the right of suffrage, but we 
have never legislated him into office. Whether 
vader the constitution which they adopted and 
‘ba Jaws Which still remained in Georgia he 
as entitled to hold office was the very ground 
‘ot of Which grew up this doubiful legal ques- 

‘n of which I have been speaking. In the 
jebates upon that constitution the chief justice 

the supreme court, who was one of the 
ves who concurred in reversing the decis- 
on ‘of the Legislature, told the people, 1 am 

‘formed and believe, that undoubtedly under 
‘hat constitution the negro would not have the 
right to hold office. He had a different opin- 
ion when he came upon the bench, which I do 
yot mention to his prejudice, because judges 
are entitled to change their opinions. 

Well now, Mr. Speaker, this awful mistake 
of law must be corrected, and General Grant 
proposes that it shall be corrected first by giv- 
ng the Governor of Georgia power to convene 
the Legislature. Sir, the Governor of Georgia 
jas had the power to convene the Legislature 
ever since her constitution wasadopted. What 
tatesmanship is there in that suggestion? But 

Governor Bullock is careful not to convene 
the Legislature, and then it is argued that 
because the Legislature has not conformed 
to the judicial opinion of Georgia, therefore 
the test-oath must be applied to them and the 
Army must be furnished to Governor Bullock 
to execute this law, as if there was no other 
remedy. Well, see what a remedy there is. 
The Legislature had declared in the resolution 
to which I have alluded that they would con- 
form to the opinion of the judiciary, but the 
Governor refused to let the question go there. 
A collateral question arose at Savannah, and a 
decision was made long after the Legislature 
had adjourned and gone home. 
tleman from Massachusetts to tell the House 
how a dispersed, adjourned Legislature were 
going to conform themselves to a judicial opin- 
ion delivered since they adjourned? 

General Grant says they must be capitally 
executed because they have not conformed to 
it, and the gentleman from 
[Mr. BurLer] says the same thing. 

Now, I ask some of these modern statesmen 
to tell me how the Legislature of a State, dis- 
persed all over it as the Legislature of Georgia 
has been, is going to conform to what they 
have learned from the judiciary is the law 


¢ 
thas 


Massachusetts | 


I ask the gen- | 


which they are bound to observe and execute? | 


The answer we got from the honorable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Bur_er] was 


that Governor Bullock told him that he did | 


not believe if they were convened they would 


conform to the decision of the supreme court | 


of Georgia. 
Committee on Reconstruction in his credulity 
believed Governor Bullock, and Governor Bul- 


The honorable chairman of the | 


lock in his eredulity does not exercise his | 


constitutional power to convene the Legis- 
} " ° ‘ 

lature. This bill says Governor Bullock shall 
convene the Legislature. Sir, he has that 


power now, and has had it ever since the decis- | 


ion of the supreme court. 


Does Governor | 


Bullock doubt that the Legislature of Georgia | 


would conform to that judicial decision? If 
he was not sure that they would conform he 
would have convened the Legislature long ago, 


and have spread their refusal before this House 


and the country. But he has been careful to 


exclude them from achance of correcting their | 


mistake, in order that he might have an oppor- 
tunity to spread before this House and the 
country the unfounded assertion thatthey would 
not conform to the judicial decision. Noman 
in this House hasa right to saythat they would 
not conform until you give them a chance to 


conform. It is folly, it is nonsense to talk about | 


its being apparent that they would not con- 
lorm, when they are scatterd all over the large 
State of Georgia, and have never been per- 
mitted to come together since the judgment 
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of the judiciary was pronounced. 
a chance and then judge them. 

What does the honorable gentleman from 
Ohio [ Mr. BINGHAM | propose ? He has inti- 
mated since this question came up that before 
we take the final vote upon the bill he will 
move to postpone its further consideration unti 
the third Wednesday in January next, I think, 
which will cover the time when the Legislature 
of the State of Georgia is to meet under the 
constitution of thatState. That is an intima- 
tion that is most honorable to both the head 
and the heart of that honorable gentleman. 
What demand is there for haste? Why not 
postpone this bill if we are fair men, if we are 
disposed to do what is right? The chairman 
of the Committee on Reconstruction says that 
the Legislature of Georgia will not conform to 
the decision of the supreme court. I do not 
say that they will. I simply say that the chair- 
man has no authority to tell us that they wiil 
not conform. We have all the information he 
has; and no man knows whether they will con- 
iorm or not, and it is but two or three weeks 
before the question will be decided in regular 
course, and the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
BINGHAM] proposes that we shall keep our 
hands off until they have an opportunity to 
decide it. 

Now, I would like any fair-minded man to 
give us a good reason why that delay should 
not be granted to the State of Georgia? Why 
push the bill through with this indecent haste? 
The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] 
with his accustomed ability has uncovered this 
whole matter; he has shown the country that 
it is no sincere desire to get a legal reversal 
of that opinion, but it is to get Governor Bul- 


Give them 


| lock and Mr. Blodgett into the Senate of the 


United States. Ay, and the Senate of the 
United States have stooped from their high 
dignity to do this most questionable deed for 
that purpose. And weareto be lashed on and 
driven on by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Burter] to do this great wrong 


| which we will some day blush for doing, all 


| that is obtained by threats 


for the sake of putting into the Senate of the 
United States this carpet-bagger Bullock and 
this man I’oster Blodgett. 

Sir, the State of Georgia bas elected two rep- 
utable citizens to the Senate of the United 
States; and if the Senate are lonely and want 
good company they have only to let in the pres- 
ent Senators from the State of Georgia. It is 
not necessary to go to Mr. Bullock and Mr. 
Blodgett for Senators from Georgia. 

But there is another reason why this bill is to 
be passed. The proposed fifteenth article of 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States is in danger, and it is proposed to coerce 
this doubtful State; this State that we cannot 
ourselves tell whether it is in or out of the 
Union. It is proposed to coerce Georgia into 
a ratification of the fifteenth amendment. We 
are to torture her into this unseemly ratifi- 
cation ; and that is another reason for this 
bill. Now, I say that object is unworthy of the 
American Congress. And this very kind of 
legislation is going to defeat your tifteenth 
amendment. lor what is a ratification worth 
and torture such as 
this? It is worth justas much as the footpad’s 
title to my purse when he has presented his 
pistol and bid me stand—‘‘ Your money or your 
life!’’ Why, sir, I heard one gentleman say 
that this is a ‘‘ condition,’’ and that if Georgia 
accepts the condition she is bound by it. Why, 
sir, | accept the condition imposed by the foot- 
pad and surrender my purse, but can I not 
afterward recover it? Can I not treat the bar- 
gain as null because itis made per minas? Is 
there no such principle in the law as the invalid- 
ity of a proceeding performed under duress? 
Conditions! What sort of a condition? A con- 
dition that involves the corporate life of this 
State. The demand made of that State is, 
‘‘ Your life or this ratification!’’ Is that the 
kind of ratification that the Constitution of 
the United States contemplates? What has 


256 


Congress to do with imposing conditions upon 
States in the matter of ratifyinga constitutional 
amendment. All that the Constitution gives 
Congré8s the power to do in this regard is to 
propose amendments for the free and inde 
pendent action of the States. 

But if we propose an amendmentand at the 
same time say toa State *‘ If you do not ratify 
this amendment we will put you to death,”’ and 
ifthe State under such circumstances does ratify 
it, l hold that the ratification is good for noth 
ing. If you get a ratification of the fifteenth 
amendment under this bill I trust there is virtue 
enough in the judiciary of this land, notwith 
standing thethreats thatare aimed at them from 
the other end of the Capitol, to declare that 
the whole thing is void for the very reason which 
actuates gentlemen of the majority of this 
House in passing this bill. 1 believe that the 


judiciary will be compelled so to declare, aud 


I trust they will so declare. 

But, sir, suppose that you do secure the rati 
fication of the fifteenth amendment. I have 
never had an opportunity to unpack my heart 
on that fifteenth amendment. There are one 
or two things | want to sayin regard to it, and 
I will say them now, for I suppose I shall 
never have a better chance. When Mr. Bout 
well brought in that amendment he allowed 
me ten minutes to talk about it. but at that 
time we did get into the core of the matter. 

The people of this country think that thi 
fifteenth amendment has for its object the estab 
lishment of negro suffrage all over the country. 
In the South the people are rather inclined to 
support it, because they say, ‘‘ The people of 
the North have forced negro suffrage on us, 
and this amendment will force negro suffrag« 
onthem.’’ In the North we contemplate this 
fifteenth amendment as the negro suffrag 
amendment; we speak of it as such; the pub 
lic mind recognizesitassuch. Now, air, there 
is a second section to this fifteenth amendment, 
and it is like the postscript of a lady’s letter 
it contains more substance than all the rest. [t 
provides that 
' Congress s 
by appropriat 

This is the part of the fifteenth amendment 
which the State of Missouri, I believe, forgot 
to ratify ; other western States failed to ratify it 
Well, if Missouri or any other State neglected 
to ratify that second clause consciously and 
intentionally I should do such a State 
honor; for that section is the most fatal stab 
that has ever been aimed at human liberty 
When that amendment shall be ratified, 
this Congress shall have power to pass all law 
they may deem necessary for regulating the 
sufirage of this country, when they can send 
their satraps into every election district in this 
country, then there is an end of the libertie 
of this people. And thatamendment is designed 
on the part of its framers to be the last screw 
in the coffin of American liberty. The then 
member from Massachusetts, Mr. Boutwell, 
who brought it in and who is now at the head 
of the Treasury Department, declared on intro 
ducing it that it was the final consummation 
of a series of measures that the Republican 
party had contemplated. ‘hat was the ‘‘con- 
summation.’’ And the ‘*consummation’’ was 
in that second section, taking away from the 
States of this Union the power now secured to 
them by the Constitution of the United States 
to regulate suffrage, and vesting it here in the 
l‘ederal Government, consolidating the entire 
political power in this country in the hands o! 
this Federal Government. That is the mean 
ing of the fifteenth amendment, and that is the 
reason why Massachusetts is in such hot haste 
to get it ratified. 

Massachusetts sees very clearly how 
going to inure to her benefit to have this Con 
gress regulate every election district im th 
country. And I expect after the 
amendment is adopted the honorable gentie 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Borter} will 
bring in a general election law to relieve all 


hall have power to enforce this article 
e legislation.”’ 
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the States from any further attention to elec- 
tions from that time forth. 

Well, here we are, forcing Georgia to ratify 
that amendment in order that we may absorb 
all the power of all the States in regard to 
every election, not only for Federal officers but 
State oflicers. ‘There will not be a constable 
to be elected in California or Alaska, or any- 
where else, that will not be regulated by law 
here. ‘his is the significance in Massachu- 
setts stalesmanship of this consummate meas- 
ure, as the Secretary of the l’reasury denom- 
inated it; and a consummate measure it is. 
This is the meaning of the hot haste to force 
this bill through, that we may get a ratification 
of this fifteenth amendment, and not that we 
may reseat these That is all in my 
eye. If that were all, then gentlemen could 
wait as has been proposed bythe gentleman 
from Ohio, { Mr. Bincuam.] The reseating of 
these negroes is « blind used to mislead the 
people. Itis the pretense put forward. It is 
not what Massachusetts means. Massachusetts 
means the fifteenth amendment, and she cares 
not whether the fifteenth amendment is ob- 
tained from the States voluntarily, or wrung 
from them as the purse is wrung from the 
traveler with the pistol at his breast. 

Mr. Speaker, all this is said to be done under 
the fourth section of article four of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, which is as follows: 


ur a 
negroes, 


‘The United States shall guaranty to every State 
in this Union a republican form of government, and 
shall protect each of them against invasion, and, on 
application of the Legislature, or of the Executive 
when the Legislature cannot be convened, against 
domestic violence.” 

Now, sir, the thing promised there is a guar- 
antee, and the guarantee is a secondary con- 
tract which the guarantor must perform when 
the original party has failed. What this Con- 
stitution intended to secure to the people of 
Georgia is a republican form of government 
when the State of Georgia, which is the other 
corporation over them, has failed to furnish 
them with a republican form of government. 

sut the State of Georgia has adopted the 
very form of government which was prescribed 
to them in these reconstruction acts. The 
President recites it; General Meade recites 
it; the whole history of the country shows 
it. The people of Georgia, therefore, are not 
complaining that they have not a republican 
form of government; they are not calling 


upon the guarantor to redeem his pledge of 


guarantee. It is the first instance any law- 
yer in this House ever heard of a guarantor 


stepping forward in advance of any breach of 


contract and insisting that he shall be required 
to guaranty what the party already has by their 
own showing. ‘That is the kind of guarantee 
and the kind of guarantor gentlemen imagine 
we are, 

What is the thing guarantied? A repub- 
lican form of government. What is the thing 
proposed? ‘The destruction of the republican 
form of government, the invasion of the State 
of Georgia by the power of this Government, 
and the turning out of her Legislature. That 
is the thing proposed by this bill. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio [ Mr. Winans] calls this the 
giarantying of a republican form of govern- 
nent to the people of Georgia. Why, sir, there 
is great contusion of ideas and some confusion 
of language in such talk as that. 


outrage as this bill proposes. 
latter clause of it: 

‘And on application of the Legislature, or of the 
Executive when the Legislature cannot be con- 
vened, against domestic violence.” 

Now, let me call yourattention in connection 
with that to the seventh section of this bill: 

Sc. 7. And be it further enacted, That upon the 
application of the Governor of Georgia, the Presi- 


dent of the United States shall employ such military 
or naval forces of the United States as may be neces- 


sary to enforce and exceute the preceding provisions 
i 


of this act, 
The Constitution gives the Governor of a 
State the power to call upon the Federal Gov- 


| tution? 


T 
and Navy. 


ernment for military assistance only when the 
Legislature cannot be convened. But here is 
a case where the Legislature can be convened. 
Within three weeks they will be convened as 
a constitutional necessity. ‘They could have 
been convened at any time if Governor Bullock 
had chosen to convene them by proclamation. 
‘Then, what right have we to give Governor 
sullock power to summon the military of the 
country, the Armyand the Navy, to his assist- 
ance to execute this law? What right have 
we under this guarantee clause of the Consti- 
This clause, as I have read it in your 
hearing, contemplates a demand by the Gov- 
ernor only when the Legislature cannot be con- 
vened. That accident has notarisen in Georgia. 
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It is exactly the case in which the Legislature | 
can be convened. And, ifthe House will agree || 


to postpone the bill, the Legislature will be 
constitutionally convened. We are asked to 


give power to call in the assistance of the Army | 


It is Gover- 


| nor Bullock, and this bill gives Governor Bul- 
| lock the power to call them out, and in that 
| respect I hold the bill to be utterly unconsti- 


tutional. 


What isthe Army and Navy to be summoned | 
, for? 


To overrun the State of Georgia, to re- 


| duce it to vassalage, to take away from it that 


republican form of government which we are 


bound, in the estimation of gentlemen learned | 


in constitutional law, to guaranty to the people 
of that State; to violate the very guarantees 


| which gentlemen set up as the poor apology for 
| this and other legislation that we have seen in | 


these days of reconstruction. It is proposed 
wantonly to trample this State under foot. 
Whether it be in the Union or whether it be 


| out of the Union does not matter for the pur- 


poses of this part of my argument. [ hold it 
isin the Union. I hold it was in the Union 


'when it adopted the fourteenth amendment ; 


it was in the Union when it sent members to 


' this House; it was in the Union when this 


| result. 


House resolved that its electoral vote should 
be counted, provided it would not alter the 
Georgia was inthe Unionthen. What 
has happened to her since to put her out of it? 
She is in the Union now. And, as my friend 
from Kentueky [Mr. Beck] argued, if you can 


| send down your Army and Navy under Gov- 


This clause | 
of the Constitution never contemplated such an 
Observe the | 





ernor Bullock to trample out the remaining 
liberties of Georgia, you may do it in New 
York, Pennsylvania, or any other State if the 
passions of the hour demand that it should be 
done. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been recently in the 


| State of Georgia for the first time in my life, 
_and having mixed with the people Iam unable, 


| say whether their Legislature woul 


from anything I learned from the —— to 
be likely 


| to conform to the judicial opinion to which I 


| have alluded or not. 


The chairman of the 


| Reconstruction Committee, who did not go to 
| the Macon fair, is very clear that they would 
| not conform to it. I did go to the Macon fair, 
' and spent a week in the State, having free in- 


tercourse with all classes of people, black and | 
I found much diversity of opinion on | 


white. 
this question, as on all other questions among 
the people. Ido not know in what way the 
majority would decide ; but I can teil you this: 
the people of Georgia are just as faithfully 
attached to the Government as if they never 
had seceded. They seceded from the Union; 
they fought the battle, and they lost it. They 
surrendered to the authority of the Union, and 
there are not within the jurisdiction of this 
Government men whose loyalty would be more 


unquestioned than that of the people of Geor- | 


gia if you would treat them as they have a 
right to be treated by their fellow-countrymen. 

Why, sir, the sin of rebellion was punished 
in the fires of the civil war. We are not for- 
ever to be practicing cruelties upon the people 
of these southern States. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Butter] is very fond of 
quoting scripture analogies. His mind seems 


It is not the people of Georgia | 
that wants the Army and Navy. 
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to be distressed with visions of the judgment 
come, and perhaps there is no wonder, [Lau b. 
ter.}| But I tell you, sir, that there rm 
examples in sacred history to justify the s iri 
which we manifest toward those southern io 
ple; none. What is the fact? We marched 
our armies down there; we desolated their 
fields; we burned their towns; we capture 
their property by millions; we put them ,, 
death ; we made flagrant war upon them and 
being the stronger party we finally exhausted 
them of their strength, and we called it a su : 
pression of the rebellion. They submitteq / 
perfect good faith. As they had fought bravely 
so they submitted frankly. How did we treat 
them? We began by passing these disabling 
statutes, imposing test-oaths, putting the negr, 
over the white man, the ignorance in the'com. 
munity over the intelligence in the community 
ull for the sake of punishing rebels. The mayor 
of Savannah told me that if the people of 
Georgia had been treated with anything like 
paternal kindness, with any consideration }y 
the Republican party when the rebellion was 
suppressed, the State of Georgia and every 
other State in the South would to-day haye 
been a Republican State. The Republican 
party owe it to nothing but their own eyij 


| passions that they have driven the State of 


Georgia and the other southern States into 
perhaps an unalterable opposition to their 
schemes and their policy. These of no per- 
secution which the ingenuity of human malice 
can suggest that has not been practiced upon 


_ those people. 


Sir, if the story is ever told and the authors 


| of this mischief can be found the secessionists 


will not be the only sinners whom posterity 
will condemn. ‘There will be other sins to 
answer for. What do you say, sir, to sending 
down a man from Vermont to hold six or seven 
offices in the State of South Carolina at large 
salaries under a constitution that declares that 
no member of the Legislature shall hold any 
other office. Presiding in the Senate, repre 
senting a district in that State, codifier of laws, 
district attorney, exercising several other 


| offices, receiving fees as a practicing attorney, 


and accumulating a fortune while he is doing 
what? ‘Teaching the negro to hate the white 
man, and stimulating the negro to the most 
vicious legislation that human ingenuity can 
suggest. Call you that punishing rebels? (all 
you that statesmanship? 

So far as I saw the South I found no undue 
prejudice against that class of men called 
‘‘carpet-baggers.’’ Onthecontrary I found that 
the people of the South desired that northern 
people should come among them if they would 
come with any means, come to settle, to labor, 
to buy property, to live with them, and incor- 
porate themselves with the body of the com- 
munity. Such northern men are welcome in 
the South and in every part of the South. They 
are glad to have them come. But when these 
men come down to create offices to be exercised 
by themselves, to exact enormous salaries and 
to stimulate the negroes to impose taxes on the 
white people that amounts to confiscation o! 
their estates then they complain, and if some 
rash man makes a rash speech it comes righ! 


| to the chairman of the Committee on Recon 
struction; we hear of it in this House; it's 


put forward here as evidence that their 0 
are incapable of self-government, and under 
the constitutionai clause about guarantee we 
are called upon to pass some outrageous bil! 


| under the pretense of securing to that people 


/a republican form of government. 


| 


} 
| 


| 


Now, sir, I say treat that people right. They 
were rebels; you fought them; you subdued 
them; but they have surrendered. They have 


accepted your authority; they are disposed to 
| be loyal people; they want their country pop 


ulated, developed, improved; they want Con: 
gress to keep its ite Bi off their industry an 

to let them develop, because the only life that 
we have in this country, being a new country, 
which is good for anything must be that lile 
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that springs Up from within ourselves. What 
that community needs is development. You 
have emancipated the negroes. The white 
sople of the South are satisfied with that. I 
iid not find a white man or woman who would 
have the negroes back in slavery if they could ; 
they do not want them back. The abolition of 
javery, notwithstanding it was done forcibly, 
otwithstanding it ruined families and indi- 
viduals, is operating immensely to the advan- 
tage of the white people, as greatly to their 
advantage as it is to the disadvantage of the 
blacks. 
lhe white people do not want slavery back; 
vou have emancipated the negro, you have 
viven him freedom, you have given him suffrage, 
which is more than was ever originally con- 
templated as the logical sequence of the war. 
for nobody contemplated more than his man- 
ymission. You have given him more already 
than was originally promised. Now give him, 
if you choose, the right to hold oflice; give him 
that as the result of a judicial opinion ; give it 
to him by the action of the Legislature itself. 
And for the purpose of enabling them to do 
this give the Legislature a chance to meet. 
Bat if you are willing to do that you need not 
pass this bill. Postpone the bill. I am will- 
ing you should hold it in terrorem over the 
Legislature. Postpone it, as the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Brycuam] proposes, for two 
orthree weeks ; meanwhile let the Legislature 
meet, and ifthey do not conform to the judicial 
opinion upon this very nice and doubtful legal 
question, then punish them by passing some 
such bill as this if you choose. But to do it now 
or to do it to-morrow at three o’clock, as the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Burier] 
proposes shall be done, just on the eve of 
Christmas—to do this under the circumstances 
would be another instance of cruelty to be re- 
ceived in the South with indignation. And 
then those expressions of natural and just in- 
dignation would be imported back to this Capi- 
tol as evidence that that people are not fit for 
self-government. - 

Now, the southern people are human; they 
are made of just such stuff as we are made of ; 
and when they are trampled upon they will 
complain, as we would complain if we were 
trampled upon. Weare not angels, sir; yet 
we sit up in jadgment upon the rebels and con- 
sider anything good enough forthem. And who 
are we? We, who are sworn to support the 
Constitution, how have we manifested our loy- 
alty to the Constitution in the past few years ? 

Sir, the constitutionality of the reconstruc- 
tion laws was likely to come before the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. How did 
we act? We took away the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. And 
why? Because we knew it would condemn 
our acts; that is why we took it away. We 
now propose virtually to abolish the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Why? Because 
it stands in the way of our evil passions. We 
mast consolidate this Government, and “we 
must consolidate it into the legislative depart- 
ment. The President must be restrained by 
such laws as the civil tenure-of-office bill. The 
Supreme Court must be gagged by such laws 
as that which took the McArdle case away 
from them, and such other bills as are pro- 
posed in the other end of this Capitol. And 
who is to be trusted? The Congress? By 
and by the Senate, representing the States, 
will be found to be an inconvenient append- 
age, and we will get rid of them. Then we 
will have happy times, and concentrate all 
power in the hands of this House. And who 
will govern this House? 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. MORGAN obtained the floor. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. Before the gentle- 
inan!rom Ohio [Mr. Morcan] begins I would 
ike to correct a mistake of the gentleman 
rom Pennsylvania, [Mr. Woopwarp,] made 
inconseiously, | have no doubt. 


Mr. MORGAN. I will yield for a moment. 
41st Cona. 2p Sxzss.—No. 17. 


Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I understood the 

a from Pennsylvania to state that 
owa had failed to perfectly indorse the fif- 
teenth amendment. 

Mr. WOODWARD. 
State of Missouri. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I have no doubt that 
the State of Jowa will indorse it as soon as 
their Legislature meets. 

Mr. MORGAN resumed the floor. 

Mr. FITCH. Will the gentleman yield to 
me for a few minutes? 

Mr. MORGAN. The other day the elo- 
quent gentleman from Nevada [Mr. Firca) 
generously conceded to me one minute of his 
time; I propose now to repay him twofold, 
and yield him two minutes. 

Mr. FITCH. I donot design to discuss the 
bill under consideration, but purpose only to 
place on record the reasons which will actuate 
me in voting for it. 

I believe that if any State violates the con- 
ditions upon which it was permitted to become 
a State we have the power to take away the 


I should have said the 
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United States, that they would not establish 
religious tests, and many other provisions. 
But when we come to change the fundamen- 
tal law of the United States; when the vote 
required of a State affects every State in the 
Union; when, under any threat or condition. 
the vote of that State shall be required to be 
given in a particular way, the analogy in such 
a case I have entirely failed to follow. The 
States vote to ratify or reject, as they please ; 
and, as has been well remarked, Congress has 


|| the power to propose amendments. Now, I am 


willing to say that should it be ascertained 
that any Territory which has entered into the 


| Union as a State under a condition-precedent 
| had refused afterward to abide by that condi 


tion; if after having accepted a condition and 


| come into the family of States she then had 


retracted, then there might a’case arise when 


| it would be necessary for the Congress of the 


United States to take some action toward such 


| a recusant State. 


corporate political existence we gave and remit | 


the community attempting such a fraud to the || 


condition of political pupilage from which we | 


suffered it to emerge. Any other theory than 
imbecile one without power to enforce per- 
formance from those who covenant with 
If we have the power to reduce Georgia to a 
territorial dependency because she has vio- 
lated the compact of her admission as a State, 
then when we have disrobed her of sovereignty 


it seems to mewe have also the power toexact | 


| other or further conditions from her before 


| readmitting her. 


Upon this doctrine I place 
the pawer of Congress to pass the bill before 
us, and I find abundant reason for the exercise 
of that power in the testimony with regard to 
affairs in Georgia submitted by the Committee 


' on Reconstruction. 


If, as the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
Woopwarp | asserts, the conditions we exact 


| of Georgia are greater than those required of 


| other rebel States she has none but herself to | 
Indeed, every fresh Republican exac- | 


blame. 
tion, as our Democratic friends call it, has been 


republican liberty. The emancipation procla- 
mation was the outgrowth of a war inaugurated 
in the interests of slavery. The thirteenth 
amendment was caused by efforts made to avoid 
the effects of the emancipation proclamation. 
The fourteenth amendment was passed because 
the rebel States endeavored to render nugatory 
the thirteenth amendment; and the fifteenth 


teenth amendment. 


it. | 


I thank the gentleman | 


from Ohio [Mr. Morcay] for his courtesy in 


yielding me the floor. 


Mr. MORGAN then addressed the House. | 


{ His remarks will be found in the Appendix. ] | 


Mr. AXTELL. 


I desire in a very few mo- 


But now, when there has been submitted to 
the people of the United States through the 
States a proposition to alter and amend the 
Constitution of the United States, the State of 


| Georgia is either out of the Union and cannot 
| vote upon that proposition at all, or she is a 
this would assert that this Government is an || 


State in the Union and can vote upon it, and 
must vote her free choice. 

We will not discuss here to-night the pro- 
priety of that amendment. My own State of 


| California has not yet passed upon it; but we 


know as well as we can know any event not 
yet transpired that she will refuse to ratify that 
amendment. But by this bill Georgia must 
indorse that amendment, on pain of remaining 
out of the Union; an amendment which will 


| bind California, will bind all the States, and 
| the vote of Georgia thus obtained will offset 


| the legitimate offspring of renewed Democratic || 
effort to subvert or oppose the principles of | 


the vote of my own State—a vote not freely 
given by asovereign State, because it is claimed 
here that she is nota State. Yet she has not 
only ratified the fourteenth article of amend- 
ment, but she is now called upon in her con- 
dition of a territory to ratify the fifteenth 
amendment before she can be readmitted into 
the family of States. 

I protest against this particular provision of 
the bill under consideration ; that it is taking 
away from Georgia its freedom of choice. She 
has been well and ably vindicated here, and 
her people have been abundantly vindicated. 
I have nothing to say in relation to her; but 
on behalf of California, on behalf of my own 
State, I do say that it is unjust that our vote 
should be offset by a vote wrung by force or 
menace from any Territory or colony of the 


| United States. 
| amendment is proposed in order to prevent a || 
| threatening successful defiance of the four- 


| vote, and correctly and properly. 


| ments to give a reason why I shall vote against || n 
| upon usa new form and a new condition of the 


this bill. As I propose to occupy a very small 
portion of the time of the committee, as the 


| hour is late, I shall confine myself exclusively | 
in what [have to say to that portion of this bill | 


| which requires the State of Georgia to ratify 
I have failed in all | 


the fifteenth amendment. 
that I have heard to gather from the debate 


either at the other end of the Capitol or here | 
a logical reason that can support the proposi- | 


tion that a State can be compelled, under con- 
ditions, to ratify an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 

I admit that prior to the admission of a 


State, while she is in a territorial condition, | 


she can be compelled to frame a constitution 
which shall be acceptable to Congress. 


of territorial Legislatures to be put into the 
constitutions by their people before their ad- 
mission into the Union as States, such as that 


It is | 
| true that certain provisions have been required | 


they would not tax the public lands of the | 


If Georgia is a free and sovereign State— 
sovereign in this respect, that she can act 
through her representatives in her Legislature 
freely—then she is our peer; andif she votes 
against us her vote is to be counted against our 
If she isa 
colony or a Territory, if she is held in any 
other condition than a free State of this nation, 
her vote ought not to offset ours and impose 


Constitution. 

I desire to say one other word, and that 
relates to the citizens of Georgia and to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Butter, ] who fathers this bill and urges 
its passage. I regret that the gentleman is 
not here to listen to what I say, for I dislike 
to make any remarks about any gentleman in 
his absence. But it is not my fault that he 
does not choose to listen to this debate. It is 
a poor time, it is trae—is late in the evening 
to discuss this question. Bat we must con 
sider the rule adopted by this House and the 
manner in which this kind of legislation 's 
carried forward by the majority, that not only 
possesses the power of a giant, but uses it like 
a giant. 

I take this opportunity to say to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Burien, ] who 


in his great kindness of heart and in his desire 








ee 
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to shield the Governor of Georgia has begged ° 


members of this side of the House to deal mer- 
cifully with that man as he could not reply 
here to any of their attacks or their criticisms, 
b say to Lim in the same spirit that he should 
not have characterized the Legislature of Geor- 
gia as a black hearted set of men; that he 
should not have characterized the people of 
Georgiaas murderers, when, as it becomes brave 
men to remember, they are not here, even by 
their Representatives, to defend themselves— 
when they have no voice upon this floor. 

The Legislature of the State of Georgia, act- 
ing under the solemnity of their oaths and 


judging by the light that was then shed upon | 


it the question of the qualifications of their 
members, took a certain course of action. I 
am frank to say that as a member of Congress 
{ should have desired the same latitude had a 
man belonging to that race claimed a seat here. 
[ should have been inclined to say, and should 


now be inclined to say, that his race and lineage | 


alone precluded him from taking a seat upon 
this floor; and if I held it to be the law that 
such a man was not qualified to take a seat 


here, and if with that view of the law I so voted, 


{ should consider it a personal insult to myself 
if any gentleman should characterize me as 
being ** black-hearted’’ because J did not con- 


sider a man with a black skin qualified to hold | 


u seat upon this floor, and because [ cast my 
vote against his admission. 

1 remind the House and the country of the 
oe manifested by the gentleman from Massa- 


chusetts; and when he attempts to look into 


the hearts of men and to characterize them as | 


‘*black-hearted,’’ I might say to him, in the 


language of one who spoke as never man spoke, 


and certainly never as this particular man spoke, 
‘* Judge not, that ye be not judged.”’ 


The people of Georgia—a State which, as | 


was remarked in the debate in the Senate, is 
the Empire State of the South, one of the old 
thirteen, a noble State with noble sons and 
daughters—ougit to be heard in this debate on 
this floor; and the people of the United States, 


represented here by gentlemen who are not | 
bound down by the trammels of party, vindicate | 


them to the best of their ability. 
part of this session the gentleman from Wiscon- 
ain, [Mr. Patne,] au old school-mate and col- 
lege-mate of mine whom I respect very highly, 
offered a resolution declaring that the action 
of this House in determining election cases is 
an judicial proceeding, and that the Committee 
of Elections ought to do right and should not 
be governed by party considerations. ‘he res- 
olution was not adopted; the majority of this 
House had some good reason why they did not 
choose to adopt the resolution of that honor- 
able and fair-minded gentleman. 

1 would commend the spirit of that resolution 
to the House in the vote which is to be taken 
to-morrow. I would ask this House not to be 
influenced in voting upon this bill by the pur- 
pose to secure the adoption of the fifteenth 
amendment. It is pretty well understood that 
the adoption of that amendment hinges upon 
the vote of Georgia; itis pretty well understood 
that the fifteenth amendment cannot be ratified 
unless the vote of that State can be obtained. 
i would say to gentlemen of this House, ‘‘ Be 
governed by the spirit of that resolution; dare 
to do right; if you have the power which it is 
claimed you have, if you have been indorsed 
year after year and election after election, then 
go before the country, propose your amend- 
ments if they are just and right, and allow the 
States to vote for or against them.’’ If amend- 


In the early | 
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this way, you weaken the effect of the law. 
Measures forced through in this way must be 
regarded by the people in the same light in 
which they el legislation obtained by cor- 
rupt means; they do not view it as the free 
voice of the States. Hence there is danger of 
confusion and anarchy, there is danger that the 
States will not feel called upon to see thatsuch 
an amendment is carried into effect by appro- 
priate legislation; and the door will then be 
open for the calling into operation of that 
further provision of the fifteenth amendment 
that Congress shall see that it is carried into 
effect. ‘Lhen, perhaps, at the next session we 
shall see California standing in the same atti- 
tudein which Georgia now stands—ina position 
claimed to be rebellious. What will this pre- 
cedent teach a majority here to do? Declare 
her out of the Union; compel her members 
and her Senators to retire from the Halls and 
wait until her Legislature shall pass such laws 
as may seem to the majority in this Congress 
meet and proper. 

J am willing to appeal to Caesar, I am willing 
to appeal to the people of this country ; and | 
beg the strong majority here to pause and con- 
sider before they take this the last and most 
desperate, and, in my judgment, fatal step the 

| Republican party have ever proposed. Would 
it not be true that if the fifteenth amendment 
was not at stake we would have had no legis- 
lation of this kind; and would it not also be 
true, from all the lights we gather from our ex- 
perience, that if another State was required to 
vote that amendment some pretext would be 
found for putting another State out ofthe Union, 
for requiring of some other State asa condition- 
precedent to her representation that she should 
ratify the fifteenth amendment? Is it in the 
power of ingenuity, is it anywhere in the force 
of logic, you can draw a line where you will 
stop? 


It is dangerous to tamper with the liberties | 
of a free country ; dangerous especially in a | 


| Government that is held and bound together 
only by the affections of the people. We have 
no hope upon this side of the House of prevent- 
ing the passage of the bill. We have no hope 
even that the humane thought of the learned 


|| gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bincuam] will be 
|| carried into effect and a postponement had; 


ments of the Constitution be submitted in such | 


a spirit, then, when they become a part of the 
Constitution of the country, allow me to say 


for the Democratic party that they will be found | 


in the future as in the past a party of law and 
order, a party willing and anxious to obey the 
Constitution and the laws of the land, 

But, sir, allow me to say that ifthese amend- 
ments to the Constitution are to be strangled 
through, are to be forced upon the people in 


because it seems to be considered that should 
Georgia meet and voluntarily restore the negro 


, to his seat, yet the Legislature would be in such | 


a condition she would not ratify the fif- 
teenth amendment. We have no hope then 
| by anything we can say we can call a halt in 
the most rapid and ruinous progress to destruc- 
tion; but we owe it to ourselves, we owe it to 
| the State of Georgia, we owe it to our people, 
solemnly to enter our protest and to lift up our 
voices here against aah aproceeding. We have 
not only a State upon trial, but we have the 
United States upon trial. We are here press- 
ing a 
Chinese suffrage upon the State of California. 
The State of California is as much interested 
in this bill as the State of Georgia. 
northern State is as much interested in this as 
is every southern State. Itis making use of 
| Georgia to change the fundamental laws of the 
United States; it is making her an instrament 
to bind us. I say, sir, in all the history of the 
_ acts known as reconstruction acts this is the 
' most desperate in its means and the most far- 
reaching in its effects. 

if it were necessary for the personal liberty of 
any citizen of the United States that we should 
pursue high-handed measures there would be 
something that would find a response in the 
heart of every generous man. If it were true 


American citizens are not free to go and live 
without being subjected to annoyance, I should 
say let the United States so legislate that 
every American citizen shall have free liberty 
to go and come and live in every State of the 
Union and in every part of the world. I will 


' go as far to protect American citizens in Geor- 


LOBE. 


' voice shall the right of an Americay Citizen |, 
_ right of saying whether in California we shali 


'| by a threatened use of the Army and the N 


| WOLD, Mr. 


measure which shall force negro or | 
| from Indiana will consider that Mr. Morcay 
' is Not now in his seat. 
Every | 


that there are States in this Union where , 
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a 


gia as I will to protect them in Eng] 


aud Or auy 
other country. 


Never with my consent or 
abridged. : 
; But, sir, this does not relate to the Personal 
right of any American citizen. This more, 
relates to the political privilege of voting. he 

Bo) ie 
have negro and Chinese suffrage or not, |, 
relates to an amendment to the fundament,) 
law of the land which is attempted to be cai 
ried by coercion, by absolute force, exercic, 


r- 
It is attempted to be forced through by el 
and, further than that, by actual physical force. 
By physical force, by means of the Army and 
the Navy, Georgia is to be forced to assist is 
binding my State. That is the whole matter 

Well was it remarked by the learned judge 
and distinguished citizen, the great and nobjo 
speaker from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Woopwanp.} 
that judges will rise up all over the land who 
will question the validity of this law. It jg 
opening the door to wider disputes and wider 
discussions. It is sowing the dragon’s teeth, 
and we may well fear thatarmed men will spring 
up in their place all over the land if this system 
of oppressive legislation by the powerful me. 
jority shall be continued; becausethe American 
people are not only brave, but like all brave peo 
ple they love justice and hate oppression. 

I have occupied the attention of the com. 
mittee longer than I intended, and I will now 
yield to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Cosurn. } 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. Will the gentle 
man yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. COBURN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SMITH,of Oregon. I desired to have had 
the opportunity of addressing the House on 
this question to-night; but it is now so late 
and so many other gentlemen wish to speak 
that [ feel i will not have that opportunity. | 
ask, therefore, unanimous consent to print in 
the Globe the remarks which I proposed to 
make. 

No objection was made; and leave was ac- 
cordingly granted. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. SARGENT, Mr. BIRD, Mr. GRIS- 
LOUGHRIDGE, and Mr. 
CREBS also asked and obtained the like per: 
mission. [See Appendix. | 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, at this late 
hour I cannot attempt to answer in the manner 
in which I should like the argument indulged 
in and the statements and assertions made here 
to-night. My gallant friend from Ohio [Mr. 
MorGan] traveled over the whole field. He 





, began with the war, and ended with the present 
| position of reconstruction. 


{ well remember 
the first time I saw that gentleman clothed in 
the Union blue, and I regret that to-night | have 
heard him say what he has said. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I hope the gentleman 


He was very unwell 
when he finished his speech and left the House 
in consequence. 

Mr. COBURN. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Etpringe] need not fear that [ 
will say anything about the gentleman from 


| Ohio [Mr. MorGan] that I will not be ready 


at all times and in all places to answer for. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I think it would be bet: 
ter that remarks with reference to the gentle: 
man from Ohio [Mr. MorGan] were reserved 
until he is here to answer for himself. 
Mr. COBURN. Bat a little time is allowed 
me and I have none to spare for interruptions. 


| I desire to say that I regretted to hear from the 


gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Morcan] an impu- 
tation on the name of Mr. Lincoln and of those 
who were associated with him in beginning the 
great struggle on behalf of the Union—an 1m 
putation on them for having accepted _ the 
resignation of a set of traitors. Why, 1st 
to be imputed to them for wrong that they 
allowed a traitor to leave the Army and walk 
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out from under the flag that he scorned and 
jespised and to go from under the protection 
of the law and of the Constitution which he 
abhorred? The act of Mr. Lincoln, the act 
of the Secretary of War, the act of the Cabinet 
te accepting these resignations, was as much an 
act of patriotism as any other act performed 
i. those men at that time. 

Mr, ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman from 
[indiana allow me to make a suggestion in re- 
‘ard to the view wkich I took of the remarks 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Morcan?] 
e Mr. COBURN. Certainly. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I understood the gentle- 
man from Ohio to put this matter in a very 
Jiferent light from that indicated by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana. What [ understood the 
ventleman from Ohio to say was that the charge 
heing fagrant, actual war being then existing, 
the tender of resignation by the officers of the 


srmy and by the men who had been educated | 


cae an act of such a nature that instead of 
their resignations being accepted they ought to 
have been put under arrest. 

Mr. COBURN. 
the gentleman from Ohio, {Mr. Morean.] But 
he began with the assertion that the object of 
ihe war was to subvert the Government, as he 
now believed, and he followed up that asser- 


others, that the object of the war was to over- 
throw the Government. And he asserted that 
Mr. Lincoln and his Cabinet in order to secure 
the overthrow of the Government, in order to 
furnish great leaders to an army of rebels, in 
order to put power and efliciency in the hands 
of traitors, allowed the leaders, the bright men 
of the Army of the United States, to go over 
peaceably into the ranks of treason and seize 
the sword and use it against the Union. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentlemanagain 
yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. COBURN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Ididnot understand the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Morcay] to put the 
case in that form. I did not understand him 


the public expense was itself, in such an | 


That was the statement of | 


to assert that the object was to help the rebel- | 


lion as such that it might accomplish its pur- 
poses; but I understood him to say that there 
was a predetermination on the part of certain 
individuals entertaining certain ideas with re- 
gard to our Government to bring on a war, 
that they might thereby consolidate this Gov- 
ernment and make it what our fathers never 
intended it should be, a consolidated despot- 
ism, & centralized Power, instead of a republic 
of States. 

Mr. COBURN. ‘The gentleman is entitled 
to put what construction he pleasesuponit. | 
can put none other thanI have. So much for 
that. 

The gentleman passed along and alluded to 
our party as being a party of monarchy, and as 


favoring the one-man power; an astonishing || 


assertion in view of the position of the Demo- 


cratic party as connected with the administra- | 


tion of Andrew Johnson. Andrew Johnson, 
the man of all others in this country in all its 
history who has attempted to arrogate to him- 
self the one-man power; the man who in this 


work of reconstruction sent his provisional | 
governors into the South and attempted by || 


“my policy,’’ as it was called, to dictate to 


|| case, and to whom did they appeal? 


man at the White House who wanted to force 
his policy on the Government, ‘‘Sir, stand 
back; it 1s not for one man to make laws; it 
is not for the Executive to make laws; it is 
not for the Executive to say how this country 
shall be reconstructed ; but it is for the mighty- 
voiced people.’’ Why, sir, the Republican 
party, [ think, ful!y understand the difference 
between the dictation of the President and the 
legislation of the people as expressed through 
the Congress of the nation. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Ido not want to impose 
on the gentleman’s courtesy. 

Mr. COBURN. No imposition at all. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman isinveigh- 
ing against a President of the Republic whom 
I certainly did not help to elect nor did any of 
my political friends, and whom I supported 
ouly when I thought his measures right ; but he 
is as certainly in the same breath inveighing 
against the entire party to which he is now 
attached, for the measures adopted by Andrew 
Johnson for reconstruction were adopted, if IL 
am not mistaken, in the early part of the sum- 


mer, perhaps as early as May, and in the au- | 
tumn the Republicans of almost every State | 
that held a Republican State convention ap- | 


| proved the policy of Andrew Johnson. 
Let me say further, that the policy adopted | 
(| by Andrew Johnson which was called his re- 
ion by stating this instance, as a proof among || 


/ celn. 


construction policy, in the reconstruction of 
North Carolina, if lam not mistaken, was done 
under an order or proclamation, whichever it 
was called, which came down to him by regular 
succession from the hands of Abraham Lin- 
The reconstruction policy of Andrew 
Johnson was therefore a policy inherited from 
Abraham Lincoln. 

Mr. COBURN. The gentleman entirely 
mistakes the facts. The proclamation of An- 
drew Johnson, in 1865, in relation to North 
Carolinaand other States, was to the effect that 
the governments under the policy he then an- 
nounced were to be provisional and temporary 
only, and at the time that declaration was made 
the Republicans indorsed Andrew Johnson ; 
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but the moment the Republican Congress as- | 


sembled and asserted their right and their pre- 
rogative in the name of the nation to legislate 
upon this great question, there sprung up the 
difference between Andrew Johnson and the 
Republicans, and then it was that the Demo- 
cratic party said amen to everything that was 
done by the dictator in the White House. They 
did not talk then about the power of the peo- 
ple; they were not afraid of the ‘‘ one-man 
power’’ then; they were not afraid of mon- 
archy. The very bitterest essence of monarchy 
was enthroned in the White House and in the 
hearts of the Democratic party. Why, sir, a 


| year or two after the inauguration of Andrew 


Johnson’s policy, what was done down in the 
State of Mississippi? The McCardle case was 


| gotten up to set aside the power of the people 


in reconstructing Mississippi. The people had 
enacted through their Representatives in Con- 
gress that there should be a military govern- 
ment there, and the Democrats got up that 
Not to 


|| the people, but to the venerable judges who sit 


the entire people of the South and to the entire | 


nation the work of reconstruction ! 
that attempt at dictation; in that effort to con- 
trol the will and judgment and power of all 
this people in the work of reconstraction, 


And in | 


Andrew Johnson found the Democratic party | 


at his heels, backing him up and aiding and 
abetting him in his work of attempting to sub- 
vert the just principles of this Government ; 
while on the other hand, asserting the power 
of the people, standing from the beginning to 
the end by the power of the people and claim- 
ing that it is the right of the people of this 
‘ountry to dictate the policy of reconstruction, 
was found the Repubiican party, saying to this 


here in another part of this Capitol. Those 
aged men are to dictate to the mighty people 
of this country a policy of reconstruction and 
how a military government is to be conducted, 
and to decide what are the Army regulations | 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman allow 
me? 

Mr. COBURN. I cannot yield further. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I simply wanted to cor- 
rect an error into which the gentleman fell in 
saying I was mistaken in regard to the facts. 


Mr. COBURN. You can have to-morrow | 


tocorrect it. These gentlemen, not willing to 
abide by the will of a free people, got up their 
case and came here to the Supreme Court of 
the United States and asked them to dic- 
tate—what? 
regulations. 


Why, to dictate what are Army | 
[ have always supposed that it | 


an & 


be governed by its generals. And vet when 
Congress directed that the Army should do 
such and such things in the work of recon 

struction it was not generals who were to be 
appealed to, but a new system of military tac- 
tics has been discovered by these gentlemen. 
When Congress says that the generals of the 
army shall arrest offenders for violations of the 
law these men appeal to the Supreme Court 
of the United States to determine how the 
generals of the Army shall act in pursuance of 
the laws of Congress regulating the Army. 
According to the Democratic theory, if we 
shall hereafter be engaged ina war, instead of 
allowing generals of the Army to command it, 
all we will have to do will be to put this old 
Supreme Court into wagons, haul them down 
to the Army and let them dictate whether a 
battle shall be fought or a retreat made or 
a& siege undertaken. These men are always 
appealing to the one-man power over the power 
of the people. So much for that. 

I am sorry that I have been diverted into this 
branch of the argument. My venerable friend 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Woopwarp,] whose 
learning, whose ability, and whose standing as 
a lawyer and a judge I honor and respect, 
made a remark that surprised me not a litle in 
felation to the very foundation of this matter 
of reconstruction in Georgia, in relation to the 
guarantee of a republican form of government 
by the Constitution of the United States. He 
said that the most astonishing thing in the 
world was that the guarantor had come into the 
courtand complained that he had not sufficiently 
carried out his own guaranty; that the guar- 
antee was not complaining. Now, I think if 
the gentleman had looked into the facts of the 
case he would have found the guarantee in the 
eourt. He would have found General Terry 
there, who represents the United States as 
the military commander. He does not rep 
resent the Army merely, or the General-iu 
Chief, or the President of the United States, 
but he represents the whole people of this 
country and is their military agent in the State 
of Georgia. He comes into court, and his testi 
mony is that they are in a state of comparative 
revolution, of anarchy, of want of law ; thal 
there are constant murders, assassinations, and 
burnings there, and that there are no trials in 
the courts of justice and no enforcement of 
public order in any shape. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Will the gentleman 
allow me a moment? 

Mr. COBURN. Certainly. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I want to call the atten- 
tion of the gentleman to General Terry’s lau 
guage : 

‘*T cannot concur entirely in the views of General 
Terry.” 

Mr. COBURN. The gentleman is quoting 
from General Halleck. 

Mr. WOODWARD. 
Terry’s superior on General Terry. 
Halleck says : 


Iam quoting General! 
General 


“T cannot concur entirely in the views of General 
Terry. After the recognition for so long a time of 
the State government of Georgia by the President 
and the highest military authorities, for these offi- 
cers to retrace their steps and declare their own acts 
illegal and void would not only seem inconsistent, 
but might produce much harm. 

**Should Congress, however, decide to return the 
State to the condition of a military district under the 
reconstruction laws, on the ground that it had not 
been fully reconstructed, the case would be very dif- 
ferent. I therefore respectfully recommend that tho 
matter be left for the action of Congress.”’ 


[refer to this for the purpose of showing that 
the exaggerated statements of General lerry 
which the gentleman is quoting failed of their 
effect upon his superior officer, General Hal 
leck. 

Mr. COBURN. The gentleman from Penn 
sylvania totally avoids the issue in the case. 
The statement of General Halleck in relation 
to the report of General Terry has nothing 
whatever to do with the matter about which I 
was speaking. I was speaking about General 


was a regulation of the Army that it should |, Terry and the people of Georgia coming here 
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and complaining of outrages, aud wrongs, and 
crimes, and anarchy, and disorders, and dissen- 
sions in the State of Georgia. General Halleck 
says nothing about them. He talks about the 
law of the case when he says ‘‘ | cannotconcur 
entirely in the views of General Terry. He 
does not say that he does not concur in his 
statements of facts, in his history of transac: 
tions there, but that he does not concur in his 
legal views. General Terry goes on to say that 
he thinks Congress should intervene and set 
aside the State government of Georgia as it 
now exists. General Halleck does not concur 
with him in his opinion as to the manner in 
which those people should be dealt with. But 
so far as regards any complaint of wrongs ; so 
far as regards any account of outrages; so far 
as regards the history of those transactions, 
General Halleck in no respect differs from 
General Terry. 

But who else complains? What other guar- 
antee comes here into court and makes com- 

aint? The Governor of the State, Mr. 

Sullock. Although that oflicer has been at- 
tacked here, although an attempt has been 
made to blacken his character, yet I will ven- 
ture to say he stands in as high and respectable 
a position as the Governor of any State of this 
Union. He comes here and indorses these 
statements of General Terry, and says that the 
half has not been told. ‘Tens of thousands of 
citizens in every quarter of the State are crying 
out for relief. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania does not hear them; he does not hear 
General Terry ; he does not hear the Governor, 
and he does not hear the members of Congress- 
elect on this floor. None of these things strike 
his ear; but he is terribly afraid some abstract 
provision of the Constitution may be violated. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I beg leave to ask the 
gentleman a question. 

Mr. COBURN. Certainly. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I ask the gentleman 
whether he has seen the pamphlet, copies of 
which are on all our desks, containing the 
testimony of citizens of Georgia in regard to 
the condition of public order and morals in 
that State? 

Mr. COBURN. I have. 

Mr. WOODWARD. ‘Then I refer the gen- 
tleman to that pamphlet of sworn testimony as 
an abundant contradiction of the assertions he 
is making. Ile says he has seen the pamphlet ; 
I say it is an answer to his statements. I say 
there never was a conclusion of fact better 
established in this world than the fact estab- 
lished by this testimony, that as much peace 
and good order prevail in Georgia as in any 
other State of the Union of equal population. 

‘ rT r 

Mr. COBURN. Asa set-off to the argument 
of the gentleman I will include in my remarks 
a part of the statement of General Terry, made 
under oath. 

Mr. WOODWARD. ‘The testimony to which 
| have referred was given under oath. 

Mr. COBURN. General Terry isa man of 
the highest respectability. His statement is 
as follows: 

“TL have delayed making report thus called for 
until the present time in order that IT might become 
ucquainted with the condition of affairs in Georgia 
betore expressing any opinion, Now I have reluc- 
tantly come to the conclusion that the situation here 
demands the interposition of the national Govern- 
ment in order that life and property mey be pro- 
teoted, the freedom of speech and political action 
secured, and the rights and liberties of freedmen 
iaintained, This opinion is based upon complaints 
made to me, reports of officers detached to inveeti- 
gato the alleged outrages, and upon the statements 
of many persons of respectability and high position 
from different parts of the States. In those rep- 
resentations I must repose confidence, some of whom 
have given me information only under pledge of 
secrecy, the state of affairs in their section being 
such that they feared extreme personal violence 
should it become known that they had been incom- 
munication with me. 

The Kuklux Klan.—In many parts of the State 
there is practically no government; the worst of 
crimes are committed and no attempt is made to 
punish those who committhem. Murders have been 
und are frequent, and the abuse in various ways of 
blacks is too common to excite notice. There can 
be no doubt of the existence of numerous insurree- 


tionary organizations known as the * Kuklux Klan,’ 


‘ , . ° . 7 mble 
who shielded by their disguise, by the secrecy of || asaprovisional Legislature, from which all inelio:}: 
| persons shall be exeluded, and to which , :. 


their movements, and by the terror which they 
inspire, perpetrate crimes with impunity. There is 
great reason to believe that in some cases local 
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provide by law that the Legislature shall reasse 






all Clig 


| personselected to it, whether white or black, sh.) He 


magistrates are in sympathy with members of these | 


organizations. 


In many places they are overawed | 


by them and dare not attempt to punish them. To | 


punish such offenders by civil proceedings would be 
«a difficult task even were magistrates in all cases 
disposed and had they courage to do their duty, for 
the same influences which govern them equally 
affects juries and witnesses. 

** How the Criminals Escape.—A conversation which 
I have had with a wealthy planter, a gentleman of 
intelligence and education and a political opponent 
of the national Administration, will illustrate this 
difficulty. While deploring the lamentable condi- 


tion of affairs in the county in which he lives he | 


frankly admitted to me that were the most worthless | 


vagabonds in the county to be charged with crimes 
against the personof a Republican oranegro neither 
he nor any other person of property within the eounty 
would dare to refuse to give bail for the offender, 


nor would they dare to testify against him, whatever | 


might be their knowledge of his guilt. That very 


many of the crimes which have been committed have | 


no political bearing, [ believe; that some of them || 


were prompted by political animosity, and that most 
of the numerous outrages upon freedmen result from 
hostility to the race, induced by their enfranchise- 
ment, | think cannot be controverted. 

The same difficulties which beset the prosecution 
of criminals are encountered by negroes who seck 


redreas for civil injuries in local courts. Magistrates | 


dare not do their duty toward them, and instances 


are not wanting where it has even been beyond the | 


power ofa magistrateto protect anegro plaintiff from || 


violence in his own presence while engaged in the 
trial of his case. | desire it to be understood that in 
speaking of magistrates I 
judges of the superior court. 
of high character, and L have every confidence that 
they will do their duty fearlessly and impartially. 

Sut it isto be observed that even they cannot control 
grand and petty juries; they cannot compel the 
former to indict. nor the latter to render unprejudiced 
verdicts. The Executive of the State would gladly 
interpose to give to all citizens the protection which 
is their right, but under the constitution and laws 
he has power neither to act direetly in bringing the 
offenders to justice, nor to compel subordinate officers 
to do their duty. 

** Public Sentiment in the State.—I do not suppose that 
the great majority of the people of the State of cither 
race approve of the commission of these crimes. I 
believe that not only would they gladly see good 


order restored, peace and 7 maintained, and law | 


vindicated, but would lend their aid to secure these 
ends were they not controlled by their fears. Goy- 
erned, however, by their apprehensions, and having 
no confidence that the civil authorities will afford 
them protection, in many counties they suffer these 
evils to exist without an effort to abate them, and 


in no degree refer to | 
They are gentlemen | 





meekly submit to the rule of a disorderly and crim- | 


inal minority. : 
Vhile [ have been in command of the depart- 


ment I have endeavored to take no action which | 
could not be justified by letter of law, even if Geor- | 


gia should be held to be restored to its original rela- 
tions to the General Government. 
myself to giving support to the civil authorities, and 
moving detachments of troops into some of the dis- 
turbed counties where their presence would exert a 
rood influence and where they would be ready to act 
if properly called upon, and think that some good 
has in this way been accomplished, but the great evil 
has by no means been reached, Asdepartment com- 
mander [can do no more, for whatever may be the 
status of Georgia, and whatever may be the powers 
which an officer assigned to the command of the third 
district created by the reconstruction acts would 


exercise them. They are not vested in me by assign- 
ment to the command of the department. here, 


| therefore, the civil authorities are in sympathy with 


or are overawed by those who commit crime it is 
manifest that I am powerless. 


commanding the Army to the reports in regard to 
the attempt made in Warren county to secure the 


I have confined | 


| possess, it is only an officer so assigned who could | 


t In this connection I | 
respectfully call the special attention of the General || 


arrest and punishment of persons chargedwith crime, | 


which are this day forwarded. 


** Why the Government should Interfere.—It appears || 


tome that the national honoris pledged tothe protec- 
tion of loyalists and freedmen of the South. I am well 
aware that protection of persons and property is not 


«wedinarily one of the functions of the national Gov- | 


ernment, but when it is remembered that hostility 
to the supporters of the Government is but a mani- 
festation of hostility to the Government itself, and 
that the prevailing prejudice against blacks results 
from the emancipation act of the Government, it 
would seem that such protection cannot be denied 
them if it be within the power of the Government to 
rive. I know no way in which such protection can 
ve given in Georgia except by an exercise of the pow- 
ers conferred on military commanders by the recon- 
struction acts. 

“(The general then enters into long discussion 
whether these powers can still be exercised in Geor- 
gin, and treats of all laws bearing upon the question 
with much vigor of judgment and clearness of ex- 
pression. coming to the conclusion that they may still 
»e decreased, and closing his report as follows: 

** How to Restore Good Order.—In conclusion I de- 
sire to express my conviction that the only way to 
restore good order in the State is to resume military 
control over it for the time being, and ultimately to 





| admitted. 





| testify. 








Such Legislature would, i believe 
such laws and invest their Executive With such powe, 
as would enable him to keep the peace, protes ) 
and property, and punish crime. The process “I | 
suming military control would, it appears to me 
a very simple one. All that would be require: ;. 
order from the President countermanding Geno. 
Orders No. 55, Adjutant General’s office, July 28 1... 
and orders No. 103, headquarters third’ military 4; 
trict, July 22, 1868, and assigning an officer to thee... 


» Chart 


| mand of the district, excepting the States of Florida 


and Alabama. This action I 


mend.” 

Besides the statement of General Terry y, 
have the evidence of other witnesses whos, 
testimony I have not time to read, showings 
as clearly as ‘‘ proof of holy writ’’ that thy: 
State is in a condition of anarchy; that law o- 
order or anything like the regulations of eiy. 
ilized society are not to be found there; thy: 
juries do not dare to find criminals guilty: 
that witnesses do not dare to go into court ty 


respectfully reeo yy 


Mr. ROGERS. 

Mr. COBURN. 
be interrupted. 

Mr. ROGERS. Willthe gentleman be king 
enough to state the date of the report of Gen- 
eral Terry? 

Mr. COBURN. It is dated December 7 
1869. It is one of the documents accompany. 
ing the message of the President. ; 

So much, Mr. Speaker, for that point. |: 
is not Massachusetts, as the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania says, that is coming in here and 
complaining; but itis the poor, down-trodden, 
oppressed people of Georgia. That gentle- 
man, in talking of this matter, said that when 
the Union Army went down into that region, 
when we were carrying on the holy war to 
defend the flag and maintain this Union and 
preserve the Constitution under which he has 


Mr. Speaker—— 
I cannot permit myself to 


| been protected, and for which he is ungrate- 
| ful, bitterly ungrateful, he says that when our 


Army went down into that country we robbed 


| and burned and murdered and oppressed that 


people. Such is the language he uses with 
reference to the defenders of this gloriou 
Union. Sir, from a gentleman entertaining 


| such sentiments I would expect just such au 





argument as I have heard from him to-night. 

Unworthy of a patriot! I hope when I have 
to say that the Army which defended the honor 
and glory of my country went to rob, murder, 
and trample under foot the rights of the people 
my tongue may be palsied forever. Those 
men, sir, went down there in a sacred cause: 
to preserve this Union; to defend its honor; 
to secure the rights of its citizens; to maintain 
the integrity of our laws; to enforce good gov: 
ernment. Although armed treason has been 
crushed in the field the spirit of treason still 


| influences the social circle and lifts its head in 


the horrid shape of Kuklux Klans. They now 
seek to overturn that Constitution by insidious 
means which for four long years, with arms in 
their hands, they sought unsuccessfully to tram- 
ple in the dust. Why, sir, they have imported 


| fifteen thousand stand of arms for the purpose 


of resisting the laws, and yet gentlemen are 
found, upon this floor who resort to legal quib- 
bles and insist that we should allow those peo- 
ple to do just what they please, in defiance oi 
our laws and in contempt of the rights of the 
loyal citizens in their midst. 

In taking part in a discussion of a measure 
of reconstruction at this late day in its history 
it would be vain to recount the many arguments 
adduced in favor of the pian adopted, and upon 
which the proposed action in the case of Geor- 
giarests. Yet there are a few principles placed 
at the foundation which inevitably recur to the 
mind, and which it were well not to forget 
even though they are trite and may seem com- 
monplace. : 

A State is composed of territory, inhabit- 
ants, and government. But the term often 's 
made applicable to either one or any two of 
these properties. Sometimes we apply it to 
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verritory, to land within certain bounds; some- | 
«mes to the citizens, sometimes to the existing | 
ministration ; and then, again, to all com- | 
ned. ° 
a would take a State out, civil war 
eoyid not. Asuccessful rebellion would carry | 
‘way a State, while an unsuccessful one might 
‘ye atime carry away a government. The ter- 
‘tory would remain, the inhabitants would 
-onain, but the government would cease or be 
ispended or be hostile. ‘Thus it was in the 
te rebellion. In that portion held by the in- 
cyrgents the territory was in the Union, the 
ahabitants were, but the rebel governments 


vere 
lTnion. 


ind was our land and her people were our peo- 
vie: but her government from that time to this 
has not been ours; has been hostile, or wholly 
r partially in suspense. The effort to restore | 
Georgia to practical relations with the Union | 
as been persistent and continued; first by 
arms and combat, and then by reorganization 
winder military power. Open combat in the 
seld has ceased; the military organism of 
treason is annihilated, but routed in the field 
t has taken shelter by the fireside, in the social 
ircle, and the secret society, and to this 
hour has kept the authority of the State, as a | 
aw-abiding member of the Union, in suspense. 
lhe most authentic and reliable information 
sto the effect that no civil government what- 
ever exists in many parts of the State. The 
protection of the law is not given to life or 
property. Crimes of all grades and of the most 
heinous nature are perpetrated without punish- 
ment, without the arrest of criminals, and even 
pass unnoticed. ‘The officers of the law dare 
not do their duties; citizens dare not inform 
ipon criminals, and will not testify; and in | 
many instances both citizens and magistrates | 
willingly wink at the most ferrible crimes. | 
These crimes, let it be remembered, are com- 
mitted by men hostile to the Government who 
ire enraged because the negroes have been en- 
franchised, who despise Union men of both 
colors. These crimes are aimed at loyal men, 
and are not in the nature of ordinary violations 
of civil and criminal law. In other words, the 
hostility which for four years armed itself and 
marched under the confederate flag boldly, now 
prowls at midnight and in secret places, in dis- 
guise, as terrible and malignant as when its | 
great leaders were intrenched at Richmond. 
The practical question is, how shall this re- 
bellious power be overthrown? Must we recog- 
nize it as a legitimate part of our political sys- 
tem? Must we admit that we have smitten 
military power from the hands of rebels only | 
to clothe them with the same amount of power 
as civilians? Must we overlook the condition | 
of the country and forget that these disorders 
come from opposition and hatred inspired by 
treasonable sentiments? Must we fold our} 
hands and appeal to the courts of justice for the 
protection of rights and the punishment of 
crimes, when judges, juries, witnesses, the peo- 
ple themselves, either fear to do justice or delight 
in evil doing? Under ordinary circumstances 
State authority is ample for the suppression of 
crimes, but here the State abdicates its power, 
ignores its ‘functions, or aids and abets the | 
criminal. In such a case must the nation be 
silent? Must the nation wink at these crimes, 
and permit the wéak to be oppressed because 
of their loyalty and devotion to it? Would not 
a system deserve overthrow which would 





tolerate such crimes ? \| 


But it is urged that Georgia having com- 
pled with the reconstruction acts, and having 





been admitted to representation in Congress, || 
cannot now be dealt with in the manner pro- || 
Now, the acts of reconstruction were | 


posed, 
not intended as a vain and empty ceremony, 
ut were provided for the restoration of peace 
and security in the region to which they applied ; 
ihey were made in good faith, and it was ex- 
pected and understood that they should be 


en. 


. not within or in any sense a part of the |} 
|| they have effectually annulled the reconstruc- 
Georgia was a State in rebellion from 1861, || 


| complied with in good faith. By them the 
freedmen were enfranchised and suffrage and 
the right to hold office clearly conferred ; yet, 
notwithstanding this, the Legislature of Georgia 
deprived them of the right to hold office, and 
expelled them from that body. In other words, 
the white rebel element of Georgia, through 
their representatives in the Legislature, have 
violated the conditions of the reconstruction 
laws and repudiated them, and cannot now 
claim from any one a compliance with them. 
They have broken faith as soon as admitted 
'to representation here, and overthrown the 
very bulwarks which the authors of reconstruc- 
tion erected for the defense of Union men; 


} 
} 


tion acts; and to-day we are attempting to 
restore that work and complete those needful 
defenses. No act cf tyranny, no hard condi- 
tion, no measure of coercion is resorted to; 
Georgia is left free to remain as she is or to 
adopt the fifteenth amendment to the Constitu- 
tion, which places Union men beyond the reach 
of those measures of oppression now imposed 
on them. 

Again, it is said that so long as Congress 
exercises military authority over Georgia she 
has no power as an independent State to ratify 
the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution. 
To this it may be said that a ratification is not 
compelled or coerced or forced upon Georgia. 
That State is free to stay unrepresented, free 
to ratify or refuse, forever if she chooses. The 
fifteenth amendment became in the work of 
reconstruction a public necessity. The peace, 
the rights of property, the security of person, 
the safety of life of the citizen in the late rebel- 
lious districts required imperiously this meas- 
| ure. This was a stepin reconstruction jast as 
| vital and important as the admission of a State 
| to representation in Congress; indeed, much 
more so. Although an important elenient in 
reconstruction, admission to representation is 
much less important than those preceding it. 
Some members, regarding this matter of rep- 
resentation as the only step to be taken, have 
| repeated the hundredth time that when the 
war was over at once rebels were clothed with 
all political rights as loyal citizens; maintain- 
ing the monstrous absurdity that the war had 
no results but victory in the field, and that the 


| . . 
|| whele contest was a mere trial of the strength 


of different sections of the Union. It is too 
late now to combat such heresies. The very 
essence of reorganization and reconstruction 
implies that States lately in rebellion shall come 
back subject to and yielding voluntary and pre- 
cedent submission to the new state of affairs. 
Their own acts of rebellion had altered the con- 
dition of affairs, bad overturned the social fabric, 
had changed the whole face of society, and yet 
they are the first to complain that the old order 
of things, which they have obliterated, is not 
restored and they set back to the position they 
had before the war. No power on earth could 
do that. The work of reconstruction was to 
be framed out of the material at hand—much 
of it poor enough; much of it badly damaged 
by the ravages of war; much of it doubtful 
and dangerous; and the madness which would 
intrust immediately this work to the subdued 
enemies of the country at the close of the war 
is only equaled to-day by the folly of those who 
contend that a recusant and faithless State like 
| Georgia shall be permitted to pursue her crim- 
inal career and defy the whole nation in com- 
pleting these salutary measures. 

It may be well to briefly review the acts of 
legislation touching the reconstruction of Geor- 
gia. The first one was of the 2d of March, 
1867, and provided for military districts, and 
under their commanders a civil organization, 
which was to be provisional until the Staté was 
admitted to representation in both Houses of 
Congress; and further, that no person excluded 
by the proposed fourteenth amendment of the 
Constitution should hold officethere. The next 








1867, and among its provisions was one that 
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any person who had held any executive or judi- 
cial office or had been a member of the Legis- 
lature and afterward engaged in rebellion 
should, like those named in the fourteenth 
amendment, be excluded from office. Author- 
ity was given to form State constitutions, and 
it was expressly provided that everything was 
to be done in strict compliance with the acts of 
reconstruction. The act of July, 1867, comes 
next, again aflirming the same provisions and 


| defining more clearly the classes of persons who 


could not hold offices under these provisional 
State governments. In June, 1868, almost a 
year having elapsed, Congress again passed an 
act upon the subject of reconstruction, and de- 
claring that Georgia had framed a constitution 
republican iu form; that the State, with others, 
should be entitled to representation upon the 
adoption of the fourteenth amendment, and 
again reiterated : 

‘*But no person prohibited from holding ofice un 
der the United States, or under any State, by seetion 
three ofthe proposed amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States known as article fourteen shall 
be deemed eligible to any office in either of said 
states. 

Could language be plainer? Could injune- 
tions be more explicit? Coulda publie declar- 
ation of the qualifications of office-holders in 
the reconstructed States be more unmistak- 
able? 

In pursuance of these laws elections were held 
for members of the Legislature. Some twenty- 
eight negroes were elected, and taking their 
seats held them for a few weeks, and until 
expelled from them by the white members 
because they were colored men. Rebels hav- 
ing but a minority vote, their rebel competi- 
tors, whom they haddefeated at the polls, were 
hunted up and placed in their seats. No re- 
gard was paid to the acts of reconstruction, 
none to the fourteenth amendment. These 
rebels sworn in took their seats, and have been 
with their other recusant and rebellious con- 
JSreres enacting the farce of mock legislation 
for the oppressed people of Georgia. A bald, 
open, unqualified defiance of the laws and Con- 
stitution is made in the very work of recon- 
struction, and we are called upon to ratify it 
by the admission of Representatives under such 
a state of facts. No men endued with reason 
and self-respect can be expected to do such an 
act. No legislators worthy of the name would 
falter one moment as to the course to be pur- 
sued. Whatever legislation is necessary to 
complete the work should at once be enacted. 

Now, what is proposed to be done? Simply 
this: to reassemble the Legislature and re 
quire of the members an oath in accordance 
with the acts of reconstruction and the four- 
teenth amendment, and excluding such as do 
not or cannot take the oath; and, guarding 
against the exclusion of persons on account of 
race, color, or previous condition of servitude, 
giving the Governor of the State all needful 
military assistance, concluding by a require- 
ment that the fifteenth amendment shall be 
ratified before Senators and Representatives 
are admitted to seats in Congress. 

Georgia is in astateof anarchy. ‘The State 
authority is powerless. ‘The only resort is to 
the power of the United States. The partial 
experiment ef reconstruction failed. it must 
be tried again, and again if this one fails. The 
power of the Government is not and cannot be 
expended by one effort or by two. No num- 
ber of times can limit or exhaust the force of 
the United States in the great and beneficent 
work of reconstruction. As often as it fails, 
as long as it lags, it is the duty of the people 
to urge on the work, until every State sal! 
resume harmonious relations to every other 
one, and to the grand unit embracing all. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I would not rise 
et this late hour to make any remarks spon 
the bill which is now before this Hotse were 
it not that I occupy a position upon this floor 


| different from that of every other gentleman. 
act on the subject is that of the 23d of March, | I stand here, sir, this evening the only repre- 


sentative of a sovereign State in this Union ; 


ie 
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for there is no gentleman here I can claim as 
iny colleague—a State which, like Georgia, was 
one of the original thirteen which formed the 
American Union, And the bill in reference 
to Georgia now introduced before this House 
is, in my humble judgment, one of the most 
outrageous in its character that was ever intro- 
duced into an American Congress. It is such 
a measure, allin all, as to shock the sensibilities 
of any man who loves his country and values 
her free institutions, which have been the means 
of its strength and prosperity. 

I have listened to the debate from its com- 
mencement. I have heard the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Burien] who has this bill 
in charge appealing to the sympathy of this 
side of the House for one Governor Bullock. 
Sympathy for him, sir? Does he merit any 
symputhy from any man so far as it regards his 
public acts? Has he not been condemned by 
the State treasurer of Georgia, one of his own 
marty? Who is this Governor Bullock ? The 
ionorable gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Beck, } in his searching argument, in his pow- 
erful reasoning, has l-t us know who he is. 
Lhe letter written by the treasurer of the State 
of Georgia in reference to Governor Bullock’s 
official acts, and which was read to-day in this 


House, in my judgment consigns him to a |; 


political grave. His political integrity is im- 
peached by a member of his own party; yet, 
sir, what do we find proposed in the seventh 
section of this bill: 

That upon the application of the Governor of Geor- 
gia the President of the United States shall employ 
such military or navalforces of the United States as 


ceding provisions of this act. 

To whom are the Army and Navy to be 
sent? To Governor Bullock, the ‘ loyal man,”’ 
this pink of Radicalism, who so much loves 
lis country, perhaps too proud to beg and too 
lazy to work, yet ever ready to serve his country 
for a consideration. He loves his country, 


| the way to a consolidated government, and 
| my own little ‘* Diamond State’’ is crushed. 
may be necessary to enforce and execute the pre- || Sit, in behalf of the brave and generous people 
| | have the honor to represent on this floor I 


| protest against the passage of this bill. 


_ would assemble here en masse and gather up 


aud, like lovers, lingers only just so long as | 


she has greenbacks to finger. 
country and himeelf to pay! Look atthe letter 
from the treasurer of the State of Georgia. 
What does that gentleman state? 


He serves his | 


That there | 


is money which Governor Bullock has not | 


accounted for. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, my time is nearly ex- 
pired, but on behalf of the State of Delaware 


! appeal to the Republicans of this House to | 


ay whether or not they will put their iron 


grasp on a sovereign State and say that she | 
hall be subjected to this fifteenth amendment. | 
By so doing you in effect destroy the sover- | 
eignty of the States, for in all amendments to | 


the Constitution of the United States the will 
of the people must be fairly expressed and 
that without coercion. 


Sir, the Constitution of the United States, | 


framed by the wisdom of our ancestors, never 
dreamed that the States should ratify by their 
Legislatures amendments thereto without those 
States were left free to the exercise of volition, 


free to accept or reject amendments without | 


coercive force of Congress. 
ing to the provisions contained in this bill, 
Georgia is to remain out of the Union until 
she ratifies such amendments to the Consti- 
tutiou as a Republican Congress impose upon 
her. You a to her propositions utterly at 
variance with the rights of atree people. True, 
you have the power. 
ans in this Congress have the power to humil- 
iate Georgia by subjecting her people to the 
domination of adventurers and carpet-baggers ; 
but, as was so eloquently said by the honorable 
gentleman from Ohio, oer Morea, } the peo- 


ye will send to the Forty-Second Congress 


But, sir, accord- | 


Yes, sir, the Republic: | 


tepresentatives of the Democratic faith who | 


will protect the sovereignty of the States, who 
will maintain that equality between State and 
Federal Government, maintaining each in its 
appropriate sphere. 
power to say that Delaware shall be recon- 
structed, or Ohio, or New York. 


Sir, you have the same | 


When was Georgia out of the Union? You | 


| that when I finished my remarks I should move | 
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raised your armies; you fought the battle; || 


you won the victory. You said that Georgia 
should not go out of the Union. And now, 
after four years have expired, what has been 
the result?) Your Army and your Navy, your 
bayonet and your musket, have still to be | 
appealed to that you may trample upon the 
rights and liberties of the people of Georgia. | 

Georgia has been admitted into the Union; | 
she has complied with all your reconstruction 
acts; she has elected her Senators and her 





Representatives; but the Republican party of 
this louse have constitute Rcouiinn her 
guardian, and holding the key to this Cham- 
ber, deny her admission until she adopts an 
amendment which a free and brave people can 
view in no other light than degrading and hu- 
miliating. Sir, had such a bill as this been 
introduced inthe Congress of the United States 


twelve or fifteen years ago it would have con- | 


vulsed this empire from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific seas. It would have caused this nation 
to reel and rock as if shaken by a mighty 
earthquake. It would have caused such an 
indignation in the minds of the American peo- 
ple, jealous of their rights and liberty, that they 


both Houses of Congress and pitch them head 
and heels into the Potomac. Sir, pass this bill 
in its present obnoxious shape, and you strike 
a blow at the pillars on which our republican 
edifice rests. Pass this bill and you strike 
down the sovereignty of the States and open 


{ Here the hammer fell. } 
Mr. GETZ. Mr. Speaker 
Mr. BIGGS. It was understood, I believe, | 





an adjournment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Gerz] yield to 
Mr. GETZ. I promised the gentleman on | 


yield to him for five minutes. 
Mr. HOGE. Mr. Speaker, I do not propose | 


| my right from South Carolina [Mr. Hoge] to | 
| 


/ at this late hour to go into any discussion of | 


| the merits of the bill. 
| advocate the bill on behalf of the thousands || 


| Georgia, but through the southern States gen- 


| tion I have to it is that it is not general in its 


| ties there. 
‘river, there has been an average of three 
| murders a week, and yet nobody was punished 


| loyal, reconstructed men of Georgia are the 


' opinions because they dared to assert their | 


But I will say that I 
of colored men who are suffering, not only in | 
erally. I advocate the bill, and the only objec: | 


application to all the States that have failed to | 
come up to the letter of the law with a view to | 
their being reconstructed. ° 
I know of what I speak. My State borders | 
on Georgia. The Savannah river is the bound- | 
ary line between the two States; and I know | 
from my own personal experience that day after | 
day and month after month, during the past 
year, murder has been perpetrated on the 
peaceable citizens, not only of Georgia, but 
of South Carolina, and that the murderers 
have been protected in Georgia by the authori- | 
he my own district, on the Savannah 


for these crimes. When a man commits a 
murder in South Carolina he makes his escape 
into Georgia, and there he is safe; and these 





men who take these murderers into their 
families and protect them, and aid them to 
make their escape from the officers of the law. 

Last year, during the campaign in the three 
or four congressional districts of South Caro- 
lina which border on Georgia, three hundred 
colored men were murdered for their political 


right as freemen to vote the Republican ticket. 
I say there were three hundred murdered, and | 
I venture to say that no man, not even any | 
Democrat, will dare to deny that this statement 
is true. 


ee 


| 


| House from the Senate, without 
|} ment. 


|| ably argued his own side of the case, 


ee 








Decei ‘ 
Vecember 20, 
“On behalf of the colored people 


.. we » therefora 
I ask that this bill be passed as it ¢ 1erefore, 


OMmes to this 


© any amend. 
I ask that it be passed as an ge 
’ Jt 


justice to the loyal people of Georgia, becans 
they are looking to the Congress of the Uji,, i 
States for their protection and vindicat; : 
And in course of time I hope to see my le a 


Al . 2 arned 
friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Beck, | ~ 


who &5 
. , agree t 
have the same protection applied to Kentyck 
until every loyal citizen of that State shal] od 
his rights secured to him as well as those of 


| Georgia, South Carolina, and all the Other 


States of the Union. It is only a matter o; 
time when this shall be the case. . 
Mr. BECK. Will the gentleman from Soy), 
Carolina yield to me for a question? . 
Mr. HOGE. Certainly. 
Mr. BECK. Does the gentleman mean ,, 


| say that the loyal peonle of the State of Kep. 


tucky require protection ? 
Mr. HOGE. I suppose there are very nearly 


one hundred thousand colored men who are 


| deprived of their rights in Kentucky to-day, 


Mr. BECK. 
mitted ? 

Mr. HOGE. Any amount of murders have 
been committed in Kentucky, and I can furnish 
my friend on the other side with any amount 
of evidence. I can furnish evidence where they 
have not only been murdered, but the courts 


Have any murders been com. 


| of his State and the juries, sworn to do justice 


according to law, have failed to do it in behalf 
of colored men. 

Mr. BECK. Onthis floor I deny that state. 
ment unless facts are furnished, and I chal- 
lenge the gentleman to produce facts. 

Mr. HOGE. I can furnish the facts. Mr. 


| Speaker, I want to see this oath administered 





to the people who take their seats in the Legis- 
lature of Georgia, that they are loyal to the 
Union; and I hope to see the day in this great 
Republic of ours when no man can stand upon 
this floor to represent any constituency until 


the gentleman from Delaware for that purpose ? {| he can hold his hand up in the sight of Heaven 


and take the oath that he is loyal to his coun- 
try. When that is done we shall no longer 
hear voices come up here and eulogize men 
who are traitors to our country and slander the 
name of that martyred saint, Abraham Lincoln. 
{Laughter.] We will no longer hear these 
men’s voices raised in this Hall, because when 
they can take that oath it will be after Con. 
gress has relieved them of their disabilities. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. Gertz resumed the floor, but yielded to 

Mr. BECK, who moved that the House 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon 
(at eleven o’clock and thirty minutes p, m.) 
the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETO. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : i 

By Mr. BENJAMIN: The petition of Wil- 
liam Powell. for a pension. 

By Mr. BIGGS: The petition of J. L. Gregg 
and many others, of Delaware, for pensions to 
the soldiers of the war of 1812. er 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
Hon. J. Bourne, jr., and 898 others, of New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, directly and indirectly 
interested in the success of the American whale 
fisheries, praying for an increase of duty upon 
foreign oils. 

Also, the memorial of Messrs. H. and S. 
Cook & Co. and 18 other firms of Province: 
town, Massachusetts, praying for an increase 
of duty upon foreign oils. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts : The 
petition of John Preveaux, a soldier of the war 
of 1812, for a pension. . 

Also, a petition for the relief of Brevet Major 
General Robert Anderson. | 

Also, the memorial of Captain George Henry 
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Preble, to be allowed pay as a commander 
from October 12, 1862, to February 21, 1863, 
‘ye same as all other commanders in like 
manner promoted. — = Sail 
” By Mr. CALKIN : rhe petition of W illiam 
Knight, late a private in company B, sixty- 
ninth New York volunteers, for arrears of 
pension. a ¢ 

Alco, the petition of Harry Greenwood, late 
rivate in company B, fifth New York volun- 


a : . 
for arrears of pension. 


teers, 

Also, - : . 
of New York city, for a pension. — 

By Mr. COBURN: The petition of John 
ishback and others, of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
end of E. Singer and others, of Danville, In- 
diana, asking that hides be allowed to be 
imported free of duty. Ne 

By Mr. COX: The petition of O. Oatman 
and 82 others, citizens of Buffalo, New York, 


stating the cost of coal at the mines before | 
1859, as well asits cost in New York, and con- | 
trasting it with its present price, which is so ex- | 


orbitant as to bring distress; stating its absolute 


necessity in manufactures, household, and for | 
steam power, and for fuel, and praying to be 


entirely relieved of the monopoly. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Coyne and 26 
citizens, for the same object 

Also, the petition of S. A. Roberts and 7 
citizens, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Dorst and 25 
citizens, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of G. Barrister and 94 citi- 
zens, for the same object. 


the petition of Mrs. Ellen Kerrigan, | 


; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


} 


Also, the petition of Eli D. Willis, of Tugs- 
ville, Tennessee, praying reimbursement of 
expenses incurred in recruiting, subsisting, 
and transporting 250 men for the seventh regi- 
ment Tennessee cavalry in 1863. 

By Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey: The peti- 
tion of Sarah H. Roberts, mother of Mark H. 
Roberts, for arrears of pension from the date 
of her son’s death. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Jarvis, a pri- 


| vate in company —, — regiment New Jersey 


volunteers, asking for a pension. 
Also, the petition of James M. Adams, a pri- 
vate in company B, second regiment New Jer- 


| sey volunteers, asking for a pension. 


By Mr. DICKINSON: The _ petition of | 


Catharine M. Daniels, of Berlin Heights, Erie 


county, Ohio, praying for arrears of pension. | 


By Mr. FERRISS: The petition of the chil- || 


dren of Andrew Templeton, deceased, praying 
for arrears of pension. 


By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: The petition | 


for arrears of pension of Anna B. Bailey, 
mother of Horace Bailey, company C, nine- 
teenth Ohio volunteers. 

Also, a petition of residents of Mahoning 
county, Ohio, asking for the repeal of the duty 
on hides. 

By Mr. GETZ: The petition of Albert 
Prince, B. L. Guinther, John Teed, Franklin 
Thomas, Allen Gilbert, and Christian Shultz, 
letter-carriers of the city of Reading, Pennsy]- 
vania, asking that their salaries may be in- 
creased to the fixed sum of $1,200 a year. 

By Mr. HILL: A petition for the relief of 
Brevet Major Robert Anderson, from the Gov- 
ernor of New Jersey and others. 


Also, the petition of Mrs. Margaret A. Hyde, | 


of New Jersey, for a pension. 


By Mr. HOTCHKISS: The petition of | 
Horace Adams and Luman Olmsted, surviving 


soldiers of the war of .1812, for compensation. 
By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of Hon. 


Marshall Jewell, Governor of Connecticut, and | 
others, for the relief of General Robert Ander- | 


son. 

By Mr. KNOTT: The petition of Nancy 
Mason, widow of James EK. Mason, late of 
company KH, fifty-second Kentucky volunteers, 
for a pension. 

By Mr. LOGAN: The petition of John 
Brooke and others, for pensions to soldiers of 
the war of 1812. 

Also, the petition of William Witherspoon, 


of Illinois, asking for a law allowing him a pen- 
sion, 


By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of Martha 
J. Allen, widow of John A. Allen, late private 
of company D, first regiment Tennessee light 
artillery, praying the removal of the charge of 

esertion against her late husband. 


By Mr. MORRILL, of Maine: The petition 
of Edwin Woodson, of company G, twenty-third 
regiment Maine volunteers, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Simon Record, of Buck- 
field, Maine, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of John Newell, of Maine, 
for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Wilson, of Dur- 
ham, Maine, for a pension. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of John 
Burke, late first lieutenant company F, seventy- 
third Ohio voiunteers, praying for arrears of 
and three months’ extra pay, under the pro- 
visions of the act of March 8, 1869. 

By Mr. NUCKOLLS: 
liam Terry and R. P. Cochran, for removal of 


| their disabilities. 


By Mr. O'NEILL: The petition of George 
Beecher, asking for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Jane Shinefield, mother 
of George S. Shinefield, asking for arrears of 
pension. 

By Mr. ORTH; A petition from citizens of 
Boone county, Indiana, in reference to the tax 


| on beef and pork packers. 


By Mr. PALMER: A petition from citizens 
of Hopeville, Clarke county, Iowa, for pensions 
to soldiers of the war of 1812. 

By Mr. POLAND: The petition of the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, secretary of State, and treas- 
urer of the State of Vermont, praying that the 
pay of General Robert Anderson be raised to 
that of a major general. 

By Mr. RANDALL: A petition from sol- 
diers of the war of 1812, asking a bounty from 
Government for services rendered during said 
war. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Philadelphia, 
asking that Congress will confer the rights of 
a belligerent Power and acknowledge the inde- 
pendence of Cuba. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of John 
R. Reynolds, of Dayton, Ohio, heretofore re 


| ferred January 6, 1868, praying for compensa- 


{} 





| 
| 
| 


Also, the petition of Eliza Webb, widow of | 


Daniel G. Webb, late private in company G, 


eighth regiment Tennessee cavalry, praying | 


for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Ruhany Brown, 
widow of Henry Brown, late private company 
K, tenth regiment l’ennessee cavalry volun- 
teers, praying for pay and bounty. 


tion from the Government for corn, &c., sold 
to the United States Army in Mississippi. 

Also, the petition of the Governor of Ohio 
and other officers and citizens of that State, 
praying that some provision may be made for 
the relief of Brevet Major General Robert 
Anderson, of the United States Army. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee: A petition 
and papers asking for rent of property used for 
hospitals during the war belonging to Brown, 
Jones & Co., of Memphis, Tennessee. 

Also, a petition and papers asking for rent of 
property used by the quartermaster’s depart- 


| ment during the war belonging to Alston, 


Swayne, and Coleman. 

By Mr. SWANN: The memorial of Messrs. 
A. G. Vickery, G. Capard, and others, whole- 
sale dealers in beef, pork, bacon, and lard, in 


| relation to a late decision of Commissioner 


Delano. 

By Mr. UPSON: The petition of Elizabeth 
Cate, for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth Gardner, for 
arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Sarah J. Winfield, for 
arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth Conant, for 
arrears of pension. 


Also, the petition of Sarah A. Johnson, for | 
a pension, 
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Also, the petition of Anna B. Snider, for a 
pension. 

Also, petition of Elizabeth Meyer, for arrears 
of pension. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Clair, fora pen- 
sion. 

Also, the petition of J. H. Rhodes and 272 
others, citizens of Cuyahoga county, Ohio, that 
pensions be granted to the surviving soldiers 
of the war of 1812 and the widows of deceased 
soldiers of said war. 

By Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of 
Harriet Baglin, of Ohio, mother of William 
Baglin, deceased, late a private in company E, 
eighteenth regiment United States infantry, 
praying to be paid arrears of pension. 

By Mr. WELKER: The petition of Mary 
M. Tingling, mother of H. W. Tingling, late 
of company E, sixteenth Ohio volunteer in- 
fantry, for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Mary Welsher, mother 
of Andrew Welsher, late of company I, thirty- 
third lowa volunteers, for arrears of pension. 

By Mr. WITCHER: The petition of Ira J. 
McGinnis, of Virginia, praying the removal of 
his political disabilities. 

By Mr. WOODWARD: A petition of citi- 
zens of Scranton, Pennsylvania, in favor of 
conceding belligerent rights to the Cuban 
patriots. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, December 21, 1869. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Newman, 
D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. RAMSEY. There is an error in the 
Journal which I desire to have corrected. By 
the Journal itappears that the bill (S. No. 351) 
for the protection of the settlers within the Port 
Ridgely military reservation, introduced by me 
yesterday, was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, whereas it should be ‘the 
Committee on Public Lands,’’ to which it prop- 
erly belongs. I ask that that correction be 
made. 

rhe VICE PRESIDENT. 
be so corrected. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair de- 

sires to state, as the recess commences to-mor- 
| row, that there is a vacancy of one Senator 

appointed among the Regents of the Smith- 

sonian Institution, the late Senator from Maine, 

and the law of 1846 requires that these vacancies 

shall be filled by the Senate in the same man 
| ner that committees are appointed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HAMILTON presented the petition of 
Ethelin H. Robb, widow of John Robb, de- 
ceased, praying compensation for services ren 
dered by her husband as acting Secretary of 
War, for which a judgment was rendered by 
the Court of Claims against the United States 
| for the sum of $2,876 73; which was referred 

to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HARLAN. I present the petition of the 
heirs of John Rice Jones, deceased, concern- 
ing unsatisfied private land claims in the State 
of Illinois. The petitioners allege that their 
ancestor during his lifetime was the owner of 
several tracts of land in the State of Illinois, 
which afterward were sold by the Government 
inadvertently; that they were not acquainted 
with the facts at the time, and did not learn of 
them until the decease of their ancestor; and 
they pray that they may have the opportunity 
to locate an equal amount of land elsewhere on 
lands that may be subject to sale at private en- 
try. There are several papers connected with 
the memorial-and also the form of the bill. I 
move that the petition and accompanying papers 
be referred to the Committee on Private Land 

| Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, presented the 

|| petition of Mary B. Walker, widow and execu- 


The Journal will 
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trix of the late Robert J. Walker, deceased, 
praying an appropriation for services rendered 
and expenses defrayed by him while Governor 
of the Territory of Kansas; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. FOWLER presented the petition of 
Nancy C. Burton, of Tennessee, praying to be 
allowed a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SUMNER. I! present a petition from 
General J. W. Phelps, well known in the war 
for the suppression of the rebellion, and now 
acitizen of Vermont, and, as he represents, a 
holder of real estate in the city of Alexandria, 
Virginia. He sets forth that that portion of 
the District of Columbia south of the Potomac 
river was transferred to the State of Virginia 
without a full understanding with regard to it; 
that the transfer was unconstitutional, and he 
asks a revision of that act of Congress, and 
that that portion of the District shall be re- 
turned to the District. Iam not certain what 
committee should consider the subject, whether 
it be the Committee on the District of Colam- 
bia or the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I would suggest 
to the Senator that that question has often been 
before the Committee on the Districtof Colum- 
bia, but as it clearly involves a question of law 
I think it properly belongs to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator suggests the 
Judiciary Committee. Very well; I move its 
reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITIIDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. HAMILTON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of John 
Robb be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CRAGIN, from the Committee on Ter- | 


ritories, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
286) to provide for the execution of the laws 
against the crime of polygamy in the Territory 
of Utah, and for other purposes, reported it 
with amendments. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 


No. 357) fixing the status of certain l’ederal 
soldiers enlisting in the Union Army from the 
State of Alabama; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed tothe consideration of executive business, 
as there seems to be no legislative business. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Let me make a motion to 
refer a bill upon which I desire to say a word. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The morning: 
hour business has not yet been concluded, but 
the Senator from Minnesota moves that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of exec- 
utive business. 

Mr. WARNER. I wish to introduce a bill. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I withdraw the motion if 
there is further morning business. 

Mr. WARNER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 358) for the more equa Idistribution of 
national banking capital; which was read twice 


by its title, referred to the Committee on | 


inance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sentobtained, leave to introduce a jointresola- 
tion (S. It. No, 87) granting the use of the store- 
houses in Judiciary Square to the Women’s 
Christian Association of Washington; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed, 

REVENUE CUTTERS 

Mr. TRUMBULL, I move that the Senate 

proceed to the consideration of Senate joint | 


resolution No. 85. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair will | 


| Columbia be instructed to examine into the admin- 


| condition of the colored schools of the cities of Wash- 


_ examine the schools, visit them? 
| missioners before you. 


| discretion of the committee to take such course | 


| ritories. 





| to take up a bill for reference. 


\ ' mous | Jution is somewhat ambiguous. 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. || 


_ requested the concurrence of the Senate : 


| appropriation for the prosecution of the work | 
a the improvement of the Des Moines rap- 
| 1¢ 


{ 


state that Senate resolutions have not yet been 
called for, the remaining part of the morning: | 
hour business. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
through. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
lutions are now in order. 

Mr. SPENCER. I offer the following reso- 
lution and ask for its present consideration : 


Senate reso- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to furnish the Senate a full and complete 
statement 

ij. Of the original costof each of the revenue-cut- 
ters now employed or owned by the United States, | 
and the amount expended upon each in alteration | 
or repairs since its construction. 

2. The monthly expense of each revenue-cutter 
now in the service of or owned by the Government. 

3. What amount of money has been paid into the 
Treasury of the United States resulting from fines, 
forfeitures, penalties, or the proceeds of seizures, the | 
obtaining of which was due to any revenue-cutter or 
of its officers, from the Ist of January, 1866, to the 
present time, 

4. The number, names, andtonnage of the revenue- | 
cutters constructed or purchased by the Government 
during the past ten years; thecost of each, howlong | 
they were in the service, and what finally became of | 
them: if sold, at what price, and whether steamers 
or sailing vessels, 

5. The number and grade of all officers attached 
to the revenue marine service since January 1, 1866, 
giving date of appointment, nativity, whence ap- | 
pointed, and rate of pay, with the time each has | 

scen on duty or waiting orders. 

G6. The number and grades of the present force, | 

| 


——————_$——— 


date of appointment, nativity, whence appointed, 
rate of pay, and to what vessel attached, or waiting 
orders, | 
7. The annual expense of maintaining this service | 
since the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, classifying | 
expenditures into separate branches. 
wn r , 0 _ r . | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- | 
tion to the immediate consideration of the | 
resolution ? 
Mr. CRAGIN. I object: 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being | 
made, it will lie over. | 
SCHOOLS IN THE DISTRICT. 
| 
| 


Mr. WILSON. I submit the following reso- | 
lution, and ask for its present consideration : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the District of 
istration of the school commissioners, and into the 


ington and Georgetown. 


Mr. HAMLIN. ‘The language of that reso- 
I wish the 
Senator would define precisely the line of duty 
which he would desire the committee to per- 
form. Are they to go all over the District, 


Mr. WILSON. You can summon the com- 


Mr. SUMNER. I take it it will be in the 
as it deems best. 

The resolution was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. Ciinron Luioyp, its Chief Clerk, 
announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bill and joint resolution, in which it 





A bill (H. R. No. 679) making a temporary 


s in the Mississippi river; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 93) to distrib- 
ute the number and rank of Government 
employés among the several districts and Ter- 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President—— 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Hasthe Senator 


a resolution to offer? 
Mr. WILLIAMS. No, sir; I desire to move | 





Mr. Sumyer and Mr. TrumBu.u addressed 
the Chair. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that the Senate | 
proceed to the consideration of Senate joint 
resolution No. 85, in regard to the representa- 
tion of Virginia. | 








I thought they were | 
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The VICEPRESIDENT. TheSenatorfioy, 
Illinois will suspend. The Chair understa,, 
the Senator from Massachusetts has more 
business. 

Mr. SUMNER. [fit is in order to moyo, 
proceed with business I believe I have the {o,, 
for that purpose. — 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair y 
state the condition of affairs before the Sena. 
The Senator from Illinois, supposing that §,,, 
ate resolutions had been called for when oy). 
bills and joint resolutions had been ealled ¢,; 
rose and moved that the Senate proceed to (), 
consideration of a certain bill. The Choj, 
stated that that would not be in order yy) 
Senate resolutions had been called for, uyjp.. 
by unanimousconsent. The Chair subsequent), 
recognized the Senator from Oregon, Supposir . 
that he proposed to offer a resolution. He qj 
not, however, but wished to move to take up , 
bill, and then the Chair stated that the Sey 
ator from Illinois was first entitled to the floor. 
he having claimed the floor when he supposed 
morning-hour business was exhausted. [f tie 
Chair has erred he will defer to the action 0; 
the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have no objection to the 
Senator from Illinois having the floor, but | 
have an objection to its being supposed tha; 
he has any sort of right to it by priority. The 
Senator rose and made a motion; the Chair 
very properly ruled that he was out of order, 
and went on with the morning business. After 
the morning business was concluded the Chair 
recognized the Senator from Massachusetts. 
The Chair cannot assign the floor to another 
individual by any priority. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair wil] 
state to the Senator from Maine that he is 
misinformed, of course erroneously, on one 
fact; that is, the Chair had not announced that 
morning-hour business had concluded when he 
recognized the Senator from Massachusetts, 
but in other particulars the Chair agrees with 
the Senator from Maine. All the Senators on 
the floor will take their seats. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President-—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is 
we iting for morning-hour business. [A pause. 

Mr. SUMNER. Am I in order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘Lhe Chair de 
sires to conform to the suggestion made by lis 
predecessor. Morning-hour business is now 
concluded. 

Several Senators addressed the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. SUMNER. Inow move that the Senate 
proceed with the consideration of Senate bill 
No. 115, which has already been under con- 
sideration in the body, and which ought to be 
acted upon before we adjourn. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts will permit me to say that I rose yes- 
terday morning to make a motion to take up 
a bill with a view to its reference, and I was 
interrupted by that Senator, so that I was not 
able to make that motion. I now ask per- 
mission to take up a bill which I have intro- 
duced, for the purpose of referring it to a 
committee, and I wish to take about five minutes’ 
time upon the motion torefer. I desire to 
have the bill before the committee so that they 
can be examining it and ascertain whether it 
is a proper bill to be reported or not. 

Mr. SUMNER. Now if I can have the 
attention of my friend I should like to explain 
to him the condition of this bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I would rather waive my 
motion than take any time about it. I have 
tried it every morning. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. I have tried 
my morning—the Senate will bear witness— 
and here is a bill that has been reported by 4 
committee and whichis urgent and ought to be 
acted upon before we separate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. What is the urgency? 

Mr. SUMNER. The urgency is that there 
is a cable landed on our shores from France 
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which is at this moment the subject of corre: 
epondence between the Government in Wash- 
ington and that in Paris, and it is important 
that the rule of Congress on this subject should 
he determined. , 

"Mr. HOWE. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him a question ¢ : ; 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWE. If the bill passes the Senate 
petween this and the hour we take a recess 
has he any sort of hope that the Almighty will 
nermit it to pass the House of Kepresentatives? 
Pir. SUMNER. Well, had it been passed 
when I moved it the other day I have no doubt 
:would be passed finally before the separation. 
“Mz. HOWE. Did it pass then? 

Mr. SUMNER. It did not; but I wish that 
the Senate should do its part now, and I believe 
that its passage through the Senate will tend to 
settle the question; that it will be in the nature 
of notice to these parties and they will govern 
themselves accordingly. Meanwhile there are 
sreat property interests in question which are 
now in suspense. 

Mr. HOWE. The Senator will allow me to 
suggest that if that tendency is what he aims 
at that is already secured, since the Senator’s 
speech tends in the same direction toward 
ettling the question, and goes just as far, per- 
haps, toward it as would the passing of the bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. Not so faras a vote of the 
Senate passing the bill. But, sir, let the Sen- 
ate do as they please; I move that the Senate 
proceed with the consideration of the bill, and 
| would say that it is an important measure of 
immediate practicalconcern. I see no reason 
why it should be postponed until after our 
recess; and there are many reasons why it 
should be acted upon before we separate. If 
it cannot be acted upon by the other House 
the conclusion of the Senate will exercise an 
important influence upon the course of our 
(iovernment; it will be in the nature of an 
effective notice to Irance. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, I shall not 
resist the motion of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, but he willallow me to apologize—— 

Mr. SUMNER. No; no apology. 

Mr. HOWE. I shall not resist it, simply be- 
cause I know that that is the worst possible 
method of expediting business. The Senator 
has moved this bill, and the Senate must con- 
sider it, and I hope they will commence the 
consideration of it as soon as possible. I wish 
to say that I thought it a very fair thing to 
allow the Senator from Oregon to move the 
reference of a bill; but I was not altogether 
unselfish in favoring the side of the Senator 
from Oregon. I have been in an agony here 
for the last week. Like himself I have had a 
bill lying on my table. It is a bill that has 
passed the House of Representatives; it is a 
bill that has passed the Senate in Committee 
of the Whole, and the merits of it have been 
really determined by the Senate. It was suf- 
focated in the last days of the last session by 
& motion to proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. There are a great many 
parties interested in it. It is a private claim, 
Mr. President ; I am bound to make that con- 
fession. If it were not a private claim I should 
not be on the floor in reference to it, because 
that is all the business I have here to attend 


to, and I think I have some rights in the morn- | 


ing hour, because the Senate well knows that 
itis only in the morning hour that the Com- 
mittee on Claims can be heard at all; and so 
it has always seemed to me a little ungracious 
lor this peculiar kind of business to be jammed 
vut of the morning hour by these Hercules who 
van have the Senate whenever they see fit to 
nove for it. Ido not allude now to the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, as he well knows: 
but, after all, he is so much like a Hercules 
that I was in hopes he would consent to let us 


have a fair chance now and come in when the 
others do. 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President—— 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will | 


state the question. 
chusetts moves to proceed to the consideration 
of the bill (S. No. 115) relating to telegraphic 
communication between the United States and 
foreign countries. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, if you please, 
one word in reply to my friend from Wiscon- 
sin. Why not take up my bill, the bill of the 
Senator from Oregon, and then the bill of the 
Senator from Wisconsin—take up all three? 

Mr. RAMSEY. Will the Senator allow me 
one word? 

Mr. SUMNER. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Just a word. 

Mr. SUMNER. Why not take upall three? 
The Senator complains of me because I press 
this bill. It is the only measure that | have 
pressed during this session. 

Mr. DRAKE. Is it the only one you will? 

Mr. SUMNER. It is the only one I have 
pressed, and in pressing it | am acting simply 
as the representative of a committee of this 


Now let me conclude—— 


body. ‘The bill has already passed the Senate 
once. It was reported at the last session by 


the committee and is now before the Senate for 
action. AmIwrongin pressing it? ‘The Sen- 
ator seems to chide me. Hethinks I demand 
toomuch. Notatall. Lam representing him ; 
J am representing the Senate of which he is such 
an honorable part; | am only trying to do my 
duty representing the public interest; that is 
all. In this matter I can have no personal con- 
cern. I hope, therefore, the Senate will pro- 
ceed with it and dispose of it. 

Mr. RAMSEY. It is evident that all the 
time spent upon this bill, inasmuch as it can- 
not pass the other House before the adjourn- 
ment, will be time lost ; and then in the execu- 
tive branch of the Senate there is a monstrous 
sight of business awaiting our action. I there- 
fore move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to havea 
bill referred, and I know it will lead to no 
debate, a bill introduced by the Senator from 
Massachusetts. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of 
the Senator from Minnesota is not debatable. 

Mr.SHERMAN. [hopehe will withdraw it. 

Mr. RAMSEY. If I do I can never geta 
chance to make it again. The Senator from 
Massachusetts will get the floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, you have the floor. 
I simply ask that the bill in regard to the 
finances 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If by unanimous 
consent the Senator from Minnesota can be 
regarded as remaining on the floor, he yielding 





being pending, and the Chair will now hear 
the suggestion of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the bill (S. 
No. 285) to amend the banking act and to pro- 
mote the return to specie payments be taken 
up and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection that order will be made. 

Mr. HOWE. Is that the bill introduced by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sum- 


| NER?] 


Mr. SHERMAN. 
to the committee. 
some other bill. I 
committee. 

Mr. HOWE. If the motion is to refer the 
bill introduced by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Wis- 
consin can speak to a motion to recommit or 
to something else. I simply desire to have it 
before the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HOWE. I do not know how the Sen- 
ate can entertain a motion to recommit when 
it has been committed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


Yes; I wish it referred 


want this bill before the 





The 


Senator 


| from Wisconsin objects, and the bill will not 


now be referred. 


Mr. HOWE. I have no objection to the 


The Senator from Massa- | 


The Senator can speak to | 
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reference, but I wish to be heard on the ques- 
tion of reference. 
Mr. SUMNER. Why not take it up toe- 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


I should like to have the 


| bill before the Committee on Finance, where 
we are considering the very subject now. 


Mr. MORTON. Why not hear the Senator 


| from Wisconsin now? 


Mr. HOWE. Butif L undertake to speak to 


' the motion now I shall interfere with a great 


deal of business which the Senate is ambitions 
of disposing of. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


If there is any difficulty 


| about it I withdraw my motion. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair un- 
derstands that there is objection to the motion 


| of the Senator from Ohio. The question recurs 


on the motion of the Senator from Minnesota, 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at thirty-six 
minutes past twelve o’clock p. m.) the Senate 
preceeded to the consideration of executive 
business. After an hour spent in executive 


| session the doors were reopened. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 


A message from the House of Representa 


| tives, by Mr. Cureton Lioypn, its Chief Clerk, 
| announced that the House had passed a biil 


(H. R. No. 695) making appropriations to par 


| tially supply deficiencies in the appropriations 
| for the service of the fiscal year ending June 


| resolution 


30, 1870, in which it requested the concurrence 
of the Senate. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Horace Porter, his Secretary, 
announced that the President had, on the 18th 
instant, approved and signed the bill (S. No. 
283) to remove political disabilities of certain 
persons therein named. 

IIOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. PATTERSON, the joint 
(H. R. No. 93) to distribute th« 
number and rank of Government employés 
among the several districts and Territories 
was taken from the table, read twice by its title, 
and referred to the joint select Committee on 


|| Retrenchment. 





On motion of Mr. WILSON, the bill (H. R. 
No. 679) making a temporary appropriation for 
the prosecution of the work upon the improve- 
ment of the Des Moines rapids in the Missis- 


<a || sippi river, and the bill (H. lt. No. 695) making 
it informally, as the rules are to be enforced || 


strictly, the Chair will recognize his motion as | 


appropriations to partially supply deficiencies 


| in the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 


year ending June 30, 1870, were severally read 


twice by their titles, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Appropriations. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 


now recurs on the motion of.the Senator from 


| Massachusetts, [Mr. Scmver, ] that the Senate 


resume the consideration of Senate bill No. 115. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I supposed that motion 
fell when the Senate went into executive session, 
and I desire to call up Senate joint resolution 
No. 85. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion was 
pending when the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. Itis precisely 
the same as when a motion is made prior to 
the Senate taking a recess in the afternoon, 


| and on the reassembling of the Senate at half 


' 
| 
} 


| 
! 


past seven o’clock the Senate resumes the con 
sideration of that motion. It would only fai! 
on an adjournment of the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose the Chai 
would be correct with regard to any business 
that was up; but there was nothing before the 
Senate except a motion to get something up 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion was 
pending. It would fall with the day if it had 
not been decided upon; but it does not fall 
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during the day. 
parliamentary body to determine. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then I hope the tele- 
graph bill will not be taken up, but that the 
Senate will allow us to proceed with the joint 
resolution for the recognition of the State of 
Virginia, which is a matter that ought to be 
acted upon. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator says the joint 
resolution for the recognition of Virginia is a 
matter which ought to be acted upon. Now, 
[ have # suggestion to make in regard to that. 
‘That resolution isa very importantone. I pro- 
pose to move a substitute for it which I have 
not yet prepared, for it was only a few minutes 
ago that | saw the resolution, It was laid on 
our tables this morning. I was not aware of 
ita character until since 1 came into my seat 
to-day. ‘The Senator will see, therefore, that 
he is pressing his resolation very closely. I 
have not the substitute prepared which | wish 
tooffer. ‘he Senator whispers to me that I can 


It is at the pleasure of the | tion; that I have not yet prepared the substi- 


yrepare it in a moment, eis mistaken. ‘The | 
prey t m nt. He is mistaken. ‘I'l 


Senator says it is important to act on the Vir- 
ginia resolution. I say it is important to act 
on the telegraph bill; and instead of takihg 
time in discussing the order of business I hope 
the Senate will proceed with the telegraph bill 
and bring it to a conclusion. 

Mr. STEWART. ILhopethe Senate will not 
proceed with that bill, but will take up the Vir- 
ginia resolution. ‘The telegraphic billisa mat- 
ter that will lead to a great deal of discussion. 

Mr. SUMNER. No, no. 

Mr. STEWART. And I must say that my 
views in regard to the importance of the tele- 
graph bill in its practical working have been 
very much modified. I believe if thereshould 
be no legislation on the subject there will be 
no great harm done. ‘The chance for a mo- 
uopoly is not so great as may at first appear. 
I here are so many countries in Kurope that 
if they have a telegraph company for each 
one there will be plenty of competition. I 
do not think that subject needs very much 
regulation. Here is a question of whether a 
State shall be represented. The Committee 
on the Judiciary have come to the conclusion 
that Virginia is entitled to representation ; that 
she has complied with all the requirements. 
That seems tome to be in the nature of a priv- 
ileged question. Weare about to take a long 
adjournment for the holidays, and I believe 
that this resolution in relation to Virginia is 
the most important question that can come 
before us. If it is true that Virginia is enti- 
tled to representation we ought not to delay 
it for a bill that will involve discussion and 
which can be acted upon at anytime. The 
right of a State to be represented is of para- 
muunt importance, and | believe we can pass 
the joint resolution in a very little while. I 
hope the motion to take up the telegraph bill 
will be voted down. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President—— 

The VICK PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator 
from Massachusetts will suspend for a mo- 
ment. 
the Chair must again state, as he did a few 


days since, that in his opinion the object of | 


the eleventh rule, as it is now amended, is to 


have the Senate come to a vote on the ques- | 


tion whether they will or will not take up a 
subject which it is moved to take up, and not 


to debate it prior to the action of the Senate | 


upon that motion. The Chair thinks that even 
in accordance with the suggestion of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts that a brief statement 
might be allowed, the debate has already ex- 
tended to the latitude that the rule will allow. 
Mr. SUMNER. I do not propose to debate 
the merits, but 1 believe I am in order if I reply 
to the objection which the Senator from Ne- 
vada has made, not touching the merits. He 
asks that the Senate proceed with the consid- 
eration of the Virginiaresolution. Now, Iam | 
persuaded that my friend was not aware of the | 
s'atement [ made a moment ago that I pro- | 


tute ; that I was not aware of the report of the 


| committee until since I came into my seat this 


morning. I never saw the joint resolution 
until a tew moments ago, and | understand the 
Senator would press me, therefore, to act on 


the joint resolution when I tell him I desire to | 
move a substitute which I have not yet prepared. | 


Mr. STEWART. That isa most ordinary 
thing in the consideration of measures in the 
Senate. If the Senator from Massachusetts 
develops a state of case which shall satisfy 
the Senate that there ought to be a substitute 
for the joint resolution, of course there will be 
plenty of time given to prepare it. That ques- 
tion comes up in the course of business con- 
stantly. If the Senator has objections to this 
joint resolution, and shall state them so as to 
satisty the Senate that there ought to be a sub- 


stitute for it, time can be granted to prepare it. | 
But inasmuch as this joint resolution is the | 
report of a committee, and it is a question of || 


the title of a State to be represented, it seems 
to me it ought to havea hearing at an early day 


and should have precedence over ordinary busi- | 
ness that is not pressing—business that cannot | 


be got through with before the adjournment 


any way—while this joint resolution, if the Sen- | 
ate passes it to-day, will probably go through | 


before the holidays. 

Mr. THAYER. Mr. President, I do not 
propose to discuss the merits of the Virginia 
resolution, but to state my objections to taking 
itup at the present time. The first objection 


is that we have not had time to consider it. | 


[ desire further information in reference to 
Virginia. I have observed in the papers that 
the House Committee on Reconstruction—and 
i may allude to this—have had committees 
before them and have received mach inform- 
ation as to the condition of Virginia. 
information has not been accessible to me. I 
desire, therefore, to obtain it before we act. I 
can state further, that several members of the 
Committee on 


| tion of action on it by the House before the 


| holidays. 


holiday recess. Therefore, what do we gain 
adjourn to-morrow? I merely allude to that to 
show that even if we take it up to-day there 
18 nO prospect of its passing through before the 
Why press it upon the Senate when 


That | 
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| Virginia with the reconstruction acts. 


| quirements of the reconstruction acts. 
Reconstruction in the House |! 
informed me last evening that they had no idea || 
of taking up the Virginia bill and no expecta- | 


really the Senate is not prepared to act? [ || 


had no expectation that it would be called up | 


to-day, and did not suppose it was the intention 
of the Judiciary Committee to press its passage 
before the holidays. I hope, therefore, it will 
be laid over. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


about it than simply announce what is the meas- 
ure I desire to call up. But there is a persist- 


| ency on the part of certain Senators in making 
| statements that it is not fair should go to the 


3elore this debate progresses further || 


Senate without being corrected. Now, the 


Senator from Nebraska states that he has not | 
| information. 


Weil, here is a published docu- 
ment, published and laid on our tables for days, 


containing in detail the papers relating to the | 


election in Virginia. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


Laid on our tables to-day 
for the first time. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I sawityesterday. This | 
report was made by the Judiciary Committee | 


yesterday. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


| table to-day. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. This report from the 
committee was made yesterday, and to-day is 
the second day afterward. 


to it and the Senator from Indiana 


this purpose; and this is a question of the 
highest privilege, whether a State in this Union 


pose to move a substitute to that joint resolu- || shall be represented in Congress when she has 


I dislike exceedingly on | 
a question like this to have to say anything more | 


My copy was laid on my | 


This subjeet was | 
introduced in the very first days of the session. | 
| The President’s message called our attention | 
Mr. Mor: | 


TON] at a very early day introduced a bill for | 
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complied with the conditions prescribed b 
Congress. If the Senate do not think pro y 
to consider it let them vote down the pro “ 
tion. The Committee on the Judiciary did 
think it proper to report it and have it consid 
ered, and my information is very different rd 
that of the Senator from Nebraska, who anys 
that it will not be considered in the a. 
House. I have been informed to-day by Sie. 
tlemen who are interesting themselves in this 


| matter that if the bill passes the Senate ip all 


probability it will pass the House. 
Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, undouty. 


edly the Committee on the Judiciary, when 


they reported the bill which itis now proposed 
to take up, were of opinion that the people of 
Virginia had complied faithfully and withoyt 


| any evasion with all the requirements of the 


reconstruction acts. I take that for granted 
but 1 do not happen to be a member of that 
committee, and am therefore deprived of the 
information which must have been laid before 
them. I would desire a little more time to 


| consider this matter and to look into the papers 


before we take this bill up for consideration. 
As has been remarked by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, 1 have seen but one document 
on this subject, and that was laid on my table 
this morning. Itisa House document bearing 
date December 11, 1869. I believe that is the 
only one which has been presented to the 


| Senate. 


Mr. SUMNER. It has just been printed. 

Mr. HOWARD. But this moment printed 
and distributed. I have not had time to read 
a single page of this document. I should like 
very much for an opportunity to consult it, and 
also to consult various other sources of inform- 
ation as to the compliance of the people of 
I fee! 
every disposition, for one, to readmit Virginia 
into the Union whenever she shall show to us 
that she has faithfully complied with the re- 
I will 
be among the first to do that; but at present | 
am without proper information on this subject, 
and during the discussion of so important a bill 
as this is certainly not a very favorable time to 


look into documents to ascertain the evidence 
by pressing it upon the Senate to-day when we || 


in the case. I hope, therefore, the bill will not 
at this moment be taken up. 
Mr. HOWE. The motion is to proceed to 
the consideration of the telegraphic cable bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the 
motion. 


Mr. HOWL. 


I do not suppose it will be in 


| order to move to consolidate the Committee on 


Foreign Relations with the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and so I shall not move it; but | 
rise to make a single suggestion, which: is that 
in my judgment if we are ever going to get 
along with the business of the Senate we must 
adopt this rule: that whichever of these com- 
mittees moves a bill that shall be the bill to be 
first considered, and that we must sternly frown 
down every attempt to get up a collision be- 
tween the twocomumittees. I shall vote to take 
up the bill moved by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts because he first moved, not because | 
think there is the slightest consequence in the 
world whether we consider either of these bills 
to-day or before the recess. . 

Mr. THAYER. I desire to ask the chair 
man of the Committee on the Judiciary whether 
any other papers are to be laid on our desks 
relating to Virginia except in regard to the 
administration of thetest-oathin Virginia? That 
is all I find. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There is another paper 
on the Senator's table, if he will look, showing 
the ratification of the constitutional amend- 
ments; and there is another paper on his desk, 
laid there some time ago, from the President 
ofthe United States, stating, in so many words, 
that Virginia had complied in all respects with 
the reconstruction laws. ; 

Mr. THAYER. Is there any information 
in relation to the election which took place in 
Virginia? 


rn 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir; it is full and 
complete. In this very document that the 
Senator has before him he will see tables of 
the number of votes given, the list of members 
ected, from what counties, and all about it. 
Mr. THAYER. Asto the manner in which 
that election was conducted, as to whether 
there were frauds committed or not, as to 
whether any portion of the people of \ irginia 
were deprived of the right to vote or not? I 
have not found that yet. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator will read 
what is in the papers—— ' 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I rise to 
a question of order. , 

The VICE PRESIDEN . ‘1 he Senator 

from Vermont will state bis point of order. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I rise to a question of 
order, and I feel at liberty to do it inasmuch as 
itis against my chairman. My point of order 
is that the rule expressly prohibits any debate 
upon the merits of questions that are proposed 
to be considered ; and certainly debate as to 
what the state of things in Virginia is or is 
likely to be is distinctly upon the merits, and 
| object to it. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair sus- 
tains the point of order. As the Chair has 
stated previously to the Senate, the amendment 
to the eleventh rule was made in March, 1868, 
for the express purpose, as the Chair under- 
stands from Senators, he not having then been 
connected with this body, of preventing a de- 
sultory debate growing up as to which of rival 
ropositions should be taken up ; and the Chair 
sas desired to enforcetherule. He has yielded, 
however, to Senators who had been long con- 
nected withthe body, who suggested that some 
brief latitade of debate might be allowed. But 
the Senate has seen that not only one bill, but 
two bills, have been incidentally discussed un- 
der this motion. The Chair sustains the point 
of order; and the Chair, if the Senate desires 
him to do so, will enforce the rule, as he has 
stated his opinion of it previously to the Senate. 
Mr. CONKLING. I wish to make a request 
of the Senate, which is that [ be allowed to 
make a report from a committee and to make 
a single remark in explanation of the report. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Pending this 
motion the Senator from New York asks 
unanimous consent to be allowed to make a 
report from a committee, and make a remark 
explanatory of it. Is there objection? The 
Chair hears none. 


NINTH CENSUS. 
Mr. CONKLING. The Committee on the 


Revision of the Laws, to which committee was 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 424) to provide 
for taking the ninth census of the United States, 
have instructed me to report it back ; and the 
remark which I beg to make is suggested by 
the fact that this report returns so soon after 
the bill was committed to the committee. The 
explanation of this somewhat hasty action ap- 
parently is found in this: the act of 1850 con- 
tains this very brief section : 


el 


“ If no other law be passed providing for the taking 
of the eighth or any subsequent census of the United 
States on or before the lst day of January of any 
year when, by the Constitution of the United States, 
any future enumeration of the inhabitants thereof is 
required to be taken, such census shall in all things 
be taken and completed according to the provisions 
of this act.” 

Thus, during the recess which has been 
ordered, namely, on the Ist of January, the 
provision which I have read will obtain and 
vperate; and the committee felt bound to dis- 
charge itself from any responsibility which 
might stand in the way of the action of the 
Senate seasonably. Therefore, I have been 
instructed to report back the House bill with- 
out amendment, and to report it favorably. I 
ought to say that the committee—myself among 
the members of it—has examined the bill with 
such care as the time would enable us to be- 
stow. I have gone through it myself carefully 
and have gone through other things connected 
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with it. Iam not prepared to say that it is 
just such a bill as would have been originated 
in this body. 

There are two questions which stand in 
front of it; first, whether it is to be divorced, 
as the House of Representatives has divorced 
it, from provisions in reference to the appor- 
tionment; and second, whether in taking the 
next census we are to discard the marshals as 
an instrumentality and create officers on pur- 
pose to perform the duty. Those are general 
questions. The other questions concerning it 
are matters of detail, relative to schedules and 
to other things which fall within the purview 
of the act. 

Now, Mr. President, in conclusion, if in truth 
it be too late for the Senate before the recess 
to act upon the bill, if in truth the judgment 
of the Senate is such that it ought not to be 
accepted in substance as it stands, then the 
Senate will feel the fact that something else 
will be necessary in order to prevent the oper- 
ation of the act to which I have drawn atten- 
tion; and should it be the pleasure of the Sen- 
ate that that direction be taken, a joint resolu- 


OBE. 


tion suspending the operation of thatact perhaps | 


might be proposed by the Senate and by the 
other House; and then after the recess, should 
it be the further pleasure of the Senate that 
the committee should bestow further examina- 
tion and care upon the bill, of course the com 
mittee will be ready to perform any duty which 
may then devolve upon it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the motion of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. ‘Ihe bill reported by the Senator 
from New York will be placed on the Calendar. 
It will require unapimous consent to debate 





this proposition, another proposition being | 


pending. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the Senator from 
New York takes his seat I desire to ask him 
whether in the statute of 1850 there are any 
provisions 0. that law practically toward tak- 
ing the census that would go into operation 
other than the one he has read? 

Mr. CONKLING. I think there are; and 
I beg to make a general suggestion to the Sen- 
ator. itis said by those who seem to be skilled 
practically in the subject that were this bill a 
law now, the Ist of June being the time as of 
which the census is to be taken, there would 
be too little time with the utmost diligence to 
make the preliminary arrangements. ‘hey say 
that, for example, the preparation of blanks, 
the printing of tabular statements and forms, 
the transmission and all that, would require 
all the time that will intervene between this 
moment and the Ist of June, so that it is said 
that various sections of the bill relating to the 
preliminaries to be observed would operate 
practically as early as the Ist of January, aud 
indeed they ought to operate sooner were they 
permitted to do so. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ifthat be so it furnishes, 
I think, some reason why we should act, but 
the provision of the statute which the Senator 
from New York has read I do not think fur- 
nishes any reason in the world why we should 
act. The declaration that the census shall be 
taken under that act unless Congress determine 
otherwise before the Ist of January is like such 
@ provision in any other statute, and can be 
repealed or extended to the lst of February or 
any other time. That does not stand in the 
wayatall. There is no force, asit strikes me, 
in that provision of the statute; but if there are 
provisions in the act of 1850 of detail which 
would go into operation and embarrass our 
action afterward—other than that clause which 
he read, that the census must be taken under 
that act unless Congress directs otherwise 
before the lst of January—then there may be 
some reason why we should act. 

Mr. CONKLING. I am inclined to think 
that is the practical state of the case. 

| Mr. WILSON. Mr. President 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 





from Massachusetts desires unanimous consent 
to speak on this question. The Chair hears no 
objection. 

Mr. WILSON. I wish to express the hope 
that this bill will be recommitted to the com- 
mittee and that they will take abundant time 
to examine it carefully, and if necessary to do 
it report a resolution suspending the existing 
law, which we can at once put on its passage 
so that no action shall be taken under the old 
law. I do not think this bill, as imperfect as 
we believe it to be, ought to be hurried through 
the Senate. We ought to be careful what we 
are about. There is an immense quantity of 
officers to be appointed under this bill; it in- 
volves great patronage, and if we can avoid 
any of it we ought to do so. I hope the bill 
will be recommitted; and I make that motion 
with a view that if it be recommitted to this 
committee they will feel that we expect of them 
to carefully examine it and report it after the 
recess. 

Mr. CONKLING. I suggest to my friend 
that his motion of course will imply, if not an 
instruction by the Senate, the sense of the Sen- 
ate that we are to give the bill that examination 
which can be given only after the recess; and 
the committee, thus instructed by the Senate, 
of course would not feel, as it feels now, that it 
is taking the responsibility alone of impeding 
action for which there seems to be a public 
demand. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont desires unanimous consent to 
speak on this proposition. The Chair hears no 
objection. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I looked 
at this act of 1850 last evening somewhat care- 
fully, and I did not see anything in it which 
requires immediate action on the part of the 
Secretary of the Interior, to whom the act of 
1850 commits the general charge of this cen- 
sus matter. The act of 1850 provides for con- 
cluding the census—the reports by sub-mar- 
shals and all that sort of people—by the Ist of 
November. Undoubtedly as a matter of con- 
venience the Secretary of the Interior would 
use reasonable diligence in commencing his 
duties, if he understood that he was to act 
under the act of 1850; but | feel very sure that 
the Secretary of the Interior would not, with 
this bill pending before us, take any hasty 
steps to incur expense until he should be sat- 
isfied that it was the intention of Congress not 
to take any further action upon the subject. 
So that 1 do not think, from the examination 
I made of the act of 1850, that it is necessary 
even to suspend it; butif any gentleman thinks 
it is, of course there is no objectica to that. 

I entirely agree with what the Senator from 
Massachusetts has so well said, that this is a 
subject too important in the present condition 
of the country for us either to refuse to do 
anything, leaving the act of 1850 to stand or 
to pass this House bill without the most care 
ful examination by the committee, and upon 
their report without the most careful consid- 
eration bythe Senate. I hope, therefore, that 
by general consent this bill may be recom- 
mitted with the expectation that the commit- 
tee wiil, as early as they can, give us the ben- 
efit of their opinion upon it. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, if L may 
have the same indulgence as others for one 
moment I will say that so far as | understand 
the existing legislation it becomes important 
for us now to adopt one of two courses: first 
to pass the bill which has come from the House ; 
or, that failing, to provide for the suspension 
of the existing law on the subject to the time 
proposed by the Senator from New York, the 
Ist of February, or some later day, within 
which period the proper legislation may be 
consummated. Unless I have been misin- 
formed the Senate must now do something 
either on the bill itself or by way of a post- 

onement of the existing law of Congress. 
That is all I have to say. 
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Mr. MORRILL, of 
word—— 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection to the Senator from Vermont 
proceeding. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. My impres- 
sion is that the power to print blanks ought to 
be suspended, and, therefore, that it would be 
well to pass a joint resolution suspending the 
operation of the act of 1850 for at least thirty 
days. 

Mr. CONKLING. I can say to the Senator 
that | have such a resolution prepared if it be 
the pleasure of the Senate to recommit the 
ball. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire, how- 
ever, to make another suggestion, and that is 
that we ought to have this bill at the very 
earliest day alter we resume our sessions here, 
and to act upon the suggestion made by the 
Senator from New York, I should hope he 
would be able to do something better ; that is to 
ay, that the committee would be able to take 
up the bill and examine it during the recess 
and report it on the first day of the session after 
we next assemble. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is, 
if there be no objection, upon the motion of 
ihe Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wi- 

oN,] to recommit this bill to the Committee 
on the Revision of the Laws. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question 
iecurs on the motion of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Sumner, ] that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill indicated 
by him. 

Mr. CONKLING. If I may still intrude a 
moment, under the suggestion of Senators I 
offer for the consideration of the Senate, being 
nstructed by the Committee on the Revision 
of the Laws to do so, a joint resolution, and I 
ask that it be considered now. I presume it 
will take but a moment. 

by unanimous consent, leave was granted to 
introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 88) sus- 
pending existing provisions of law for taking 
the census. It is as follows: 


Vermont. A single 


Resolved, &c., That all existing provisions of law 
relating to the taking the census required by the Con- 
stitution of the United States be, and the same are 
hereby, suspended and postponed until the lst day 
of February, A. D. 1870. ; 

The joint resolution was read three times, 
and passed, 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICK PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, com- 
inunicating, in obedience to law, statements 
showing the number of desks, the number of 
clerks now employed in the War Department 
and its bureaus, the number employed during 
the fiseal year ending the 30th of June, 1869, 
and the amount of compensation paid; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

{le also laid before the Senate a report of 
the Secretary of the Interior, communicating, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate 
of the 15th instant, information in relation to 
orders in restoring the lands in California pre- 
viously withdrawn for the uses of the Southern 
Pacific railroad; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Pacific Railroad, and ordered 
to be printed, 

TELEGRAPHIC OCEAN CABLES. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs On the motion of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, | Mr. Sumyenr, } that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill indicated 
by him, being the telegraphic cable bill. 

The motion was agreed to; there being on 
u division—ayes 21, noes 19; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the 
consideration of the bill (S. No. 115) relating 
to telegraphic communication between the Uni- 
ted States and foreign countries. 

Mr. STEWART. I move that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 


‘lished in the bill. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. There is an 


amendment pending to this bill offered by the | 
Senator from Massachusetts which the Secre- | 


tary will state, after which the Chair will en- 
tertain the motion of the Senator from Nevada. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was, in section one, line three, to strike out 
the word ‘‘ whenever’’ and to insert the word 
‘*all,’’ and after the word ‘‘ communication,’’ 
in the same line, to strike outthe words ‘‘shall 
hereafter be established :’’ so that the clause 
will read: 

That all communication between the United States 
and any foreign country by means of telegraphic or 


The VICK PRESIDENT. That amend- 
ment is now pending, but the Senator from 
Nevada moves that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The motion was agreed to; and, after a 


quarter of an hour spent in the consideration of 
executive business, the doors were reopened. 


TELEGRAPHIC OCEAN CABLES. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 


resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. || 
| enterprises were not only constructively sane 


115) relating to telegraphic communication 
between the United States and foreign coun- 
tries. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner. ] 

Mr. THURMAN. What became of my 
motion to refer the bill to the Committee on 
the Judiciary? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
still pending. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
that motion. 
satisfied that Congress has some power of regu- 
lation in regard to telegraphic communication 
with foreign countries, more, I am inclined to 


That motion is 


I believe I shall not press 


think, under the war power than under the | 
There are some | 


power to regulate commerce. 
provisions in the bill to which I am opposed, 
but they can as well be discussed in open Sen- 
ate as in committee,.and I therefore withdraw 
the motion to refer. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


bill and pending amendment to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and the question recurs on 
the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. 


Mr. CONKLING. I wish, Mr. President, 


that I could have the attention of the Senate || 


for afew moments, and especially the attention 


of the Senator from Massachusetts, with regard | 


to this amendment. 

Mr. SUMNER. You can have mine. 

Mr. CONKLING. I am obliged to the Sen- 
ator for saying that. And first of all, I should 
like to assure the Senator that I have no oppo- 
sition to this bill. I am clear with him upon 
the question of power, and with him I agree it 
is appropriate and timely to exercise now the 
power which this bill implies. I object, how- 
ever, to the amendment of the Senator, and I 
will endeavor in a very few words to tell the 
Senate why. 

The Senator announces the bill as if it were 
a bill from the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
So no doubt it is; but the scope of his state- 
ment is such as to impress the Senate with the 
idea that this amendment is also in some sense 
the product of that committee. I think I can 
show the Senate, and I think the Senator from 
Massachusetts will not differ with me, that the 
effect of the amendment is to take a bill which 
the committee intended to look and act in one 
direction and turn it around so that it looks 
and acts in an opposite direction also. , 

The bill as it passed the Senate, and as it 
was matured by the committee, provides that 
all telegraphic companies, all proprietors of 
ocean cables which should thereafter be laid, 
should be subject to certain regulations estab- 
That was deemed at the 


time by the Senator and by the com 


| necessary to provide for that. 
|| and if we mean to provide for that I ask th. 


The pending | 
question is on the amendment offered by the | 


Upon fuller consideration [ am || 


, : The Senator | 
from Ohio withdraws the motion to refer the | 
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, Mitte, 
adequate forthe whole purpose. It js ado 
quate to the whole purpose now, says the Ben. 
ator from Massachusetts, excepting that ono 
event has happened. What is that? The 
French company has laid the French cab), 
touching the coast of Massachusetts, and ei 


So I think 
Senator why we should not say so; and wh, 


for the purpose of saying so, we should adop: 
a provision which, in my opinion, contains th,. 


_ element of repudiation and bad faith towgp) 


ra || every existing corporation? 
magnetic lines or cables laidin any part thereof, &e. |! 


Now, let us see if thisis not so. There j. 
now the New York, Newfoundland, and Loy 
don Telegraph Company. There are other 
companies not only existing and recognized hy 
Congress but created by Congress. When | 
say ‘‘created,’’ I mean not technically, but | 
mean, in the language of a letter I have from 
the president of one of these corporations, that 


, Congress guarantied that upon which the funds 


were raised which laid these cables and which 
led to one of the most remarkable achieve. 
ments of the genius and enterprise of man, 
Thus I say that these corporations and these 


tioned, but created by Congress. Now, the 


| proposition of the amendment is that the bil! 


shall not continue to speak forward as to those 
hereafter to come into existence, but that jt 


| shall speak backward also, and shall impose 


arbitrarily upon all of these parties whose rights 


| are vested those conditions which the Senator 
| denominatesacode. 


Let me take one of them. 
Here is a provision in the bill: 


It shall be at all times within the pdwer of (Cor 
gress to determine the rates to be charged for the 
transmission of messages and communications over 
any such line or cable, and to fix and establish such 
rules and regulations in relation thereto as it may 


|| judge necessary. 


In other words. Congress or the Govern- 
ment, standing now as one of the two parties 
to subsisting agreements, arbitrarily, without 
the consent of the other party, without any 
complaint of the other, without any evil to be 
remedied, may interpose, and hereby does vir- 
tually interpose and change entirely the con- 
ditions which subsist between the parties to this 
contract. 

When I first stated this proposition the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts was of opin- 
ion that the second section answered it; that 


| the second section of the bill exempted such 


corporations as those to which [ allude from 
its operation. Since that time the honorable 
Senator and myself have gone over the Dill 
together, and I think he now agrees with me 
that the second section, so far from exempting 
them, only subjects them still further to other 
conditions not contained in this act. So that 
the amendment of the Senator stands upon the 
first section of the bill and all the effect to be 
derived from that; and it is to make the Dill 
applicable not only prospectively to these par- 
ties, or to parties hereafter to come into exist- 


|| ence and in possession of their rights, not only 


applicable to the French cable to which it ought 
to apply, those in interest having gone on in 
derogation of the clear rights of Congress to 
speak and to act and laid their cable, but that 
it shall apply also to parties with whom we 
have now perfectly satisfactory relations, who 
have done nothing and omitted nothing suggest- 
ing the necessity of legislation, but who stand 
in entire good faith with vested rights, we our 
selves being parties. I venture to suggest to 
the honorable Senator thatin lieu of his amend 
ment meaning to hit the case of tue I’rench 
cable language like this would accomplish his 
whole purpose, to come in, if you please, at 
the end of the bill: 

And provided further, That this act shall apply to 
the cable known as the French cable, heretofore 
landed on the coast of Massachusetts. 

Or if that be not the most appropriate de- 
scription, then such adesignation as does point 
to this cable. But I humbly protest as a prin- 
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ciple and as an instance of its application 
_eainst Congress arbitrarily interposing and 
coasting off obligations to which it is a party, 
articularly when there is no necessity and no 
-actical excise for it. 

Mr. POMEROY. I did not know that this 
pill was coming up to-day. I had my attention 
called to the subject the other day, and pre- 
»ared an amendment which I wished to submit 
. Senator from Massachusetts before offer- 
ing it in the Senate. I supposed the object of 
the bill was simply to affect the I’rench cable, 
nothing else. I have prepared an amendment 
which 1 should like to have read, and I shall 
perhaps offer it as a substitute for this amend- 


} 
pr 


to the 


ment. 
Mir, SUMNER. 
ation. 
. Mr. POMEROY. L[offer it as a new section. 

Mr. SUMNER. It can be read by way of 
‘information. 

The Secretary. ‘The amendment proposes 
to strike out the whole bill—— 

Mr. POMEROY. No; my amendment is 
by way of addition to the bill without the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. CONKLING. Leaving the bill as it 
stands from the committee? 

Mr. POMEROY. With this additional sec- 
won. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let us hear it. 

The Secretary read the proposed amend- 
ment; which was to insert as an additional sec- 
tion the following: 


Let it be read for inform- 


And be it further enacted, That as the President of 
the United States gave permission to land a French 
cable upon this American soil only upon the express 

dition that this English-French Cable Company, 

r France, should secure the same privilege of land- 

ng and enjoying the use of an A merican cable upon 

rench soil, and such reciprocity not being secured, 
the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed to cause to be re 

noved the said French cable from the jurisdiction 
and waters of the United States, and the working 
and operating of said French cable shall cease within 
the jurisdiction of the Uniteg States until a satisfac- 
tory treaty on ocean telegraph cables shall be made 
ind ratified between the Government of France and 
the United States, or some other concession from 
France effected equally satisfactory. 

Mr. SUMNER. Though the amendment of 
the Senator from Kansas is not strictly in 
order at this stage, it is in order to comment 
upon it, and I submit that it is perhaps going 
too far ; it is certainly going beyond the original 
object of the bill. ‘That object was to provide 
a system of rules for the government of cable 
telegraphs, and not to go beyond that. Now 
the amendment of the Senator contemplates 
executive action extraordinary in character, 
being nothing else than the uprooting, if I may 
so express myself, of the cable so far as it has 
planted itself in our soil. 

Mr. POMEROY. Thatis so. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
so. Itisso. Isthat expedient? Is it advisable 
by legislation to take any such step? Itseems 
tome that the bill before the Senate goes far 
enough; it accomplishes all that is desirable ; 
and I will read the clause to which I refer, 
which is as follows : 

Provided, That the privileges conferred by this act 
shall not be enjoyed by any company or_persons 
whose line or eable, by its connections or otherwise, 
terminates in or extends to any foreign country in 
and by which similar privileges are not conferred 
upon companies incorporated by the authority of the 

nited States, or of any State of this Union. 

There is an express provision to defeat the 
Operation of any cable landed on our shores 
proceeding from a country which does not 
allow reciprocity with us. What more can you 
desire? Does not that go far enough? The 
Senator by his amendment says no. He wishes 
that the President should transport himself 
near Plymouth Rock and there destroy the 
landing and the works thete erected. I do not 
think it advisable that we should go as far as 
that. I think we had better lay down our rule 
es ; : 
of action, trusting to the intelligence and com- 
ity of France to take the proper course with 


regard to it. I do not believe there will beany | 


The Senator says that is / 
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serious question when Congress has declared 
itself. It ison this account that I have pressed 
this bill now before our adjournment, anxious 
that the will of the Senate, at least, if not of the 
other House, should be known to the French 
Government, so that they might take it into 
consideration in determining their conduct; 
and I believe there is no occasion to go further 
than the provision of this bill. Anything be- 
youd that is surplusage. It is throwing upon 
the President a needless duty; and [am almost 
disposed to think it has in it something a little 
vindictive in character. There is no occasion 
for it. A milder proceeding is perfectly ade- 
quate, perfectly suilicient ; and | need not re- 
mind you, sir, that all that philosophy ever 
asks is a suflicientcause. This is all [ have to 
say on the proposition of the Senator from 
Kansas. 

And this brings me to the remarks of the Sen- 
atorfrom New York. He objectsto the amend- 
ment which | have moved because it makes 
the bill applicable to existing cables. Why 
should it not apply to existing cables? First, 
is there any objection in the Constitution or 
in any principle of public law? I submit that 
there is not. I submit that it is clearly within 
the competency of Congress, if it sees fit, to 
make a system of regulations; or, as I called it 
the other day, a code applicable to all the 
cable telegraphs of our country, whether those 
already existing or those which may hereafter 
be made. Does any one doubt that we may 
do it? Does any one doubt that it is consist- 
ent with the Constitution and with .just prin- 
ciples of public law? ‘The Senator from New 
York, while he objected to it, failed to assign 
any specific reason of Constitution or of public 
law which bore on the question. I submit that 
there is no adequate reason of either. The 
power of Congress over the question is 
plenary. 

Itonly remains, then, that weshould consider 
whether it is expedient to exercise this power. 
On that head it seems to me that the reason 
is conclusive. Here are cables, one at the 
South, another not yet landed at the North, 
another already landed on the coast of my own 
State; shall Congress discriminate between 
them? Shall it say that the cable already 
landed at the South shall have a system of reg- 
ulations, or, as | have called it, a code exclu- 
sively for itself, while other cables are to be 
brought under a general system such as is now 
proposed? I submit that such a proceeding is 
not expedient. I submit that a better prac- 
tice, a better policy would be to subject all the 
cables to one system. [think nobody can doubt 
that it would be better to have them under a 
system at once uniform and universal, unless 


| there be some claim of equity, or justice, or 


policy even, so strong in favor of the southern 
cable as to make it inexpedient for Congress 
to exercise this power. 

I submit that there is no such claim, no such 
equity ; it cannot be established ; while on the 
other hand all the considerations of equity and 
of public policy are in favor of the system that 
is uniform and universal. I think the Senator 
from New York, if he examines the existing 
statutes carefully—indeed, I have had the ad- 
vantage of looking over them with him, and with 
his assistance—will see that there is no pro- 
vision in any of them which is essentially in- 
terfered with, I may say impaired, by the system 
now proposed. I believe, therefore, if Congress 
undertakes to legislate on the subject it had 
better treat them all alike, have one system, 
one code applicable to all, which, however, 
may hereafter be amended by Congress. It 
will always be within the reach of Congress if 
experience should justify a change. 

Mr. MORTON. I should like to inquire of 
the Senator from Massachusetts whether he 
intends this amendment to apply to all tele- 
graphic communication with foreign nations? 
It occurs to me that under the present phrase- 


| ology it applies as well to the telegraphic com- 
| munication between this country and Can- 
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ada and New Brunswick to those lines that 
were completed before there was any ocean 
eable laid as well as to ocean cables. The 
original intention was to make the bill appli- 
cable to ocean cables. 

Mr. SUMNER. If the Senator will read on 
he will see ‘‘ by means of telegraphic or mag- 
netic lines or cables laid in any part thereof in 
and over the waters, reefs, islands, ghores, and 
lands within the jurisdiction of the United 
States.’’ 

Mr. MORTON. 
statement, | think. 

Mr. HOWARD. It covers the Canada waters. 

Mr. SUMNER. Yes. 

Mr. HOWARD. ‘The dividing line is water 
for many hundreds of miles. 

Mr. MORTON. It is equally applicable to 
lines connecting with Canada as to ocean cables. 
[ supposed the original purpose was to control 
ocean cables. 

Mr. SUMNER. Of courseitwas. Noone 
is more aware of it than the Senator from 
Indiana, as we had the advantage of his coun- 
sels in the committee on the subject. 

Mr. MORTON. I simply suggest that the 
bill now is broader in its Operation than was 
intended by the committee. 

Mr. SUMNER. I would ask the Senator 
is there any reason why cables with Canada 
should not be subject to the same regulations ? 

Mr. MORTON. Iam not prepared now to 
discuss that question, but will simply answer 
by saying that the original intention was to 
prepare a bill applicable to ocean cables, one 
end being in this country and the other end on 
the other side of the Atlantic and passing 
through an ocean or sea. Whether it would 
be right to apply these regulations to tele 
graphic communications already existing with 
Canada is another question, which I am not 
prepared to discuss now. 

Mr. SUMNER. I am not sorry that the 
Senator has presented the question. It is an 
interesting one. Lask is it not expedient that 
the national Government should assert and 
should exercise that power, making it applica 
ble to the telegraphic communications with 
Canada so long-as Canada isa foreign country ’ 
Read the regulations; are they not reasonable? 
Is there one of these five regulations to which 
any Senator can takeexception? Is there one 
which is not just, whether in our relations with 
France, with England, or with Canada? Sup 
pose they are applicable to a land communica 
tion with Canada; admit it; is it not expedient 
for the nation at this moment to assert that ju- 
risdiction? I cannot doubt that it is; nor do | 
see any danger, any kardship, or any possibility 
of abuse or difficulty growing out of it. Iam 
inclined to think, if the Senator will pardon 
me, that the very fact that this bill is applica- 
ble to the communications with Canada is an 
additional recommendation. If the Senator 
looks over these regulations he will see that, 
they fit the case ; that they assert a power which 
we ought to exercise in our relations with any 
foreign jurisdiction. 

However, sir, this whole question is in the 
hands of the Senate. The object of the com- 
mittee and my own object has been to mature 
a measure that should be just and beneficent, 
that should guard the public interests, and 
adequately represent the dignity of the nation. 
It seems to me that that dignity isin a certain 
sense assailed when a foreign Power which 
offers no equivalent of reciprocity calmly lands 
a cable on our shores, not asking permission 
of the nation. And I am very glad that this 
question has occurred on the coasts of my own 
State. The cable there, I know, acts by the 
authority of a statute of the Commonwealth o! 
Massachusetis. While I shall never fail in 
honor to the State that Lrepresent bere I shall 
not fail in praper criticism when | think it 
asserts a jurisdiction which does not properly 
belong to it. This, sir, belongs to the nation ; 
it is the common property of the whole coun- 
try; and the whole country, whether on the 


That simply confirms my 
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sea-board or in the interior, has an interest 
that the nation should assert this jurisdiction. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, when this 
bill was called up by the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts I supposed it related | 
wholly to the French cable lately landed upon 
the shores of Massachusetts, and I voted to 
take it up with that impression; but on look- 
ing into the bill I discover that it has a uni- 
versal application to all cases where there is 
any telegraphic communication between this 
country cod a foreign country. I am not pre- 
pared to vote for the bill in its present form. 
Now, there isa line of water boundary between 
the United States and the provinces of Great 

britain of some fifteen hundred milesin length 
where the boundary itself runs along the center 
of the water-course or through the center of 
the lake, as the case may be; and all along 
this line of water communication there are 
telegraphic lines already constructed and in 
operation opeuing a communication between 
Canada and the United States. They are in 
daily, hourly operation all along the line; and 
they are, of course, acting under the supposi- 
tion that they are conforming to the will and 
wishes of the United States. They have been 
encouraged to construct their lines to make 
this telegraphic communication. What would 
this bill do in reference to those lines already 
constructed should it becomealaw? Itwould 
simply stop all communication for the present. 

Mr. SUMNER. Not at all. 

Mr. HOWARD. Stop it absolutely. 

Mr. SUMNER. How stop it? 

Mr. HOWARD. Read your own bill and 
you will see at once. 

Mr. SUMNER. Notatall; it will not stop it. 

Mr. HOWARD. Read your own bill, sir. | 
I'he first article in its code declares ‘‘ the Gov- 
ernment of the United States shall be entitled 
to exercise and enjoy the same or similar priv- | 
ileges with regard to the control and use of any 
such line or cable and the lines or cables con- 
nected therewith that may by law, agreement, 
»r otherwise be exercised and enjoyed by any 
foreign Government whatever.’’ 

Mr. SUMNER. Is not that right? 

Mr. HOWARD. Right! It may be right, | 
hut it does not conform to the existing state of 
things. It contemplates something different ; 
it contemplates that this statute is to operate 
within the jurisdiction of Canada beyond the 
national boundary line. 

Mr. CONKLING,. And in despite of all 
existing agreements or provisions. 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes, in spite of all legis- 
lation to which Canada can resort to the con- 
trary. Does it not? Clearly so. If this bill 
shall become a law it will close communication 
absolutely by telegraph between the United 
States and Canada, a thing which I should very 
much dislike to see. 


Mr. SUMNER. How? 
Mr. CONKLING. With the amendment 


proposed. 

Mr. HOWARD. 

Mr. SUMNER. How so? It is impossible. 

Mr. HOWARD, It does not appear to me 
to be impossible. I think I see it quite plainly. 
| am quite willing to vote for this bill and apply 
it to the single case which is so strenuously 
insisted upon by the honorable Senator, that 
ofthe French cable. Thatisaresnova. That 
is a new case which has now arisen or is about 
to arise, there being no interest affected by 
applying it to that cable; that is, there being 
no injurious effect inflicted upon the French 
company, because they have been acting with 
their eyes open; but I am unwilling under the 
existing state of things in reference to foreign 
cables to pass such a law as this, because I am | 
satisfied it will work injuriously upon interests 
that have already vested, 

Mr. MORTON. I desire to be understood 
as being in favor of the main provisions of this || 
bill as applicable to ocean cables. I think the 
power exists in the Government of the United || 
States to regulate and provide the terms and | 


Certainly. 


' 
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conditions upon which those cables may be || 


landed in Massachusetts or elsewhere. 1 sim- 
ply desire to call the attention of the Senator 
from Massachusetts to the question whether 
he intended to make it applicable to telegraphic 
lines connecting this country with the provinces 
of Great Britain on this continent. 

Mr. CARPENTER. [understand the Sen- 
ator from New York [Mr. Conk.tne] to say 
that he is in favor of the bill as it was origin- 
ally introduced, applying only to lines to be 
established hereatter; from which I infer that, 
in his opinion, the regulations proposed by this 
bill are proper in themselves, for otherwise he 
would surely oppose the bill as it was intro- 
duced. Now, sir, conceding these regulations 
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Mr. SUMNER. But allow me to ask. ; 
there any question of reciprocity with Canada 
now? Do not our lines communicate with 
Canada? 

Mr. MORTON. There is no question now. 
but the effect of this bill would be to suspend 
the operation of existing lines until the a. 
ernment there should enact a law granting t 
us the same privileges. " 

Mr. SUMNER. But they do grant the same 
privileges now. There are lines from the United 


| States that go into Canada and into al! the 


| British provinces. I think that in point of 


to be a proper exercise of the power of Con- || 


gress to regulate the matter in hand, I am in 
favor of the amendment proposed by the Sen- 


| ator from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumner] ex- 
tending the provisions of the bill to existing | 


lines. In other words, proper regulations ought 
to be applied to all the lines; improper regu- 
lations ought not to be applied to any line. I 
am not speaking of the details of this bill, but 
of the principle embodied in it; and I shall 
support the amendment all the more willingly 


| since the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Morton] | 


has called our attention to the fact that the bill 


if amended as proposed will apply to all ex- | 
isting lines between this country and Canada. | 


It should so apply. Canada is as yet a for- 


_ eign country. . 


This is an exceedingly important subject, and 


| without attempting a discussion of it at this | 


time I desire to say that if our liberties are in 
danger to-day from any source it is from the 
fearful growth of monopolies in the country. 


The States are powerless in the premises. A | 


charter granted by a State Legislature, no mat- | 


| ter how improvidently, becomes a contract 


between the State and the corporators, which 


since the decision of the Supreme Court of the | 
United States, in the celebrated Dartmouth | 


College case, is protected by that provision in 


| the Constitution of the Union which forbids 


any State to pass any law impairing the obliga- 
tion of a contract; but fortunately no such 
restraint upon the power of Congress. ‘There 
is no such thing as a vested right, in the tech- 
nical sense, in any corporation created by Con- 


| gress, which is beyond the control of Congress. 


Any corporation which Congress has ever 
created might be to-day dissolved ; and I may 
on some fitting occasion hereafter discuss the 
question of the duty of Congress to regulate 


our internal railroad and telegraph systems | 


under the provision of the Federal Constitution 
which empowers Congress to regulate com- 
merce between the several States. 

The growth of special privilege is as insid- 
ious as it is dangerous, and the earliest oppor- 


tunity is the best for asserting in the most un- | 


qualified manner the control of Congress over 
all these international lines, so far as they are 


established or exercising any franchises within | 


the United States. 

Mr. MORTON. 
Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Carpenter] to 
the inconvenience and injury that would result 
from the passage of this bill as applicable to 
lines connecting this country with Canada, 
aside from the question of good faith involved 
in suddenly applying conditions to lines in 
existence which were not applied or contem- 
plated when those lines were first authorized. 
fhe bill contains this provision: 


Provided, That the privileges conferred by this 
act shall not be enjoyed by any company or persons 


| whose line or cable, by its connections or otherwise, 


terminates in or extends to any foreign country in 
and by which similar privileges are not conferred 
upon companies incorporated by the authority of 
the United States or of any State of this Union. 


The effect of which would be to suspend the 


| operation of every line connecting us with 


I call the attention of the | 


Canada until the Government of the Dominion | 


or the English Government should pass a law 


conferring similar privileges—— : 
Mr. HOWARD. Just such a law as this. 


| 
| 


fact 
the question cannot occur. I think the Senato, 


anticipates what cannot arise ; that is, I cannot 


| see it 80. 


Mr. MORTON. The conditions provided 
here in order to become fully operative must be 
concurred in by the authorities on the other 
side. ‘Therefore these conditions cannot be fully 
enjoyed unless they are concurred in upon the 
other side. There is reciprocity now upon the 
terms that now exist, for now there are no con. 


| ditions; but when we impose new conditions 








it will require legislation upon their part before 
they will concur in them. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, the Congress 
of the United States has an express power to 
regulate commerce with foreign nations and 
among the several States. This agency of the 
telegraph is a very important instrument in the 
commerce of both these classes—with foreign 
nations and among the several States. I do 
not doubt myself the general and absolute 
power of Congress to regulate the whole sub- 
ject of telegraphic communication between the 
United States and foreign countries and among 
the several States. I agree with the Senator 
from Wisconsin that in the regulation of com- 
merce, either foreign or domestic, Congress 
cannot pass any law whatever in process of that 
regulation that a subsequent Congress may not 
repeal. I believe that the power of the Con- 
gress of the United States over the subject is 
full, complete, and that it cannot be shackled 
by any legislation which may have taken place 
by Congress upon the subject so as to prevent 
the repeal by a subsequent Congress of that 
legislation. 

I have read this bill, and I think its provis. 
ions are judicious and well guarded. I believe 
that Congress has the unquestioned power to 
prohibit the landing of a telegraphic line upon 
the shores of the United States in any State if it 
chooses to do so, except upon the express con- 
dition of reciprocity with the foreign country. 
That condition is eminently just; and I agree 
that if the French Government has refused to 
accept that condition of reciprocity it is no 
sufficient reason, in my judgment, why a similar 
condition should not be imposed in relation 
to telegraphic lines that had been previously 
established. 

I think it is a very important subject, and it 
is one over which and all such subjects the 
power of the Government ought to be distinctly 
asserted and distinctly executed ; and I there- 
fure am ready myself to vote for this bill. | 
think that the objection made by the Senator 
from Michigan will not practically apply. As 


I understand it, the telegraphic lines between 


the British provinces and Michigan and other 
States of the Union are now conducted upon 
principles of entire reciprocity between the two 
countries and the persons who are engaged in 
their use. 

Mr. SUMNER. So I understand. 

Mr. DAVIS. Of course if this bill passes 
it will only be in conformity to that risking 
provision and practice ; it will not be objecte 
to by the British authorities. It cannot sus- 
pend this reciprocity, because the principle of 
reciprocity is now in full operation, and the 
effect and object of this bill are not to extinguish 
or to suspend it, but to confirm it and make 1t 
perpetual. 

Mr. MORTON. My friend from Kentucky 
will allow me to ask him one question, whether 
there is any reciprocity so far as these condi- 
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are concerned? These conditions are 
ew ; there is no reciprocity in regard to these 
‘opditions. Therefore, if we attempt to en- 
force them on our side, the lines must be sus- 
ended until they consent by law to enforce 
thet m on that s1 ide. 


DAVIS. Which conditions? 
Mr. MOR TON. The conditions of the bill 
M SUMNER. I think the Senator from 


Indiana does not bear in mind the terms of the 
I], ‘Lhe proviso to which he has called atten- 
tio y. that the privileges of this act shall not be 
enjoyed by any company, &c., refers to these 
words, ‘the consent of Congress is hereby given 
to the laying and maintaining of telegraphic or 
magnetic lines or cables between the United 
States and foreign countries,’’ &c., immediately 
ee the proviso. There is no question 
avout the rules and regulations. It is not 
necessary that the Canadian Government or 
.e British Government should give their con- 
cent to these rules and regulations. There is 
no necessity for any reciprocal legislation of 

Canada in order to put this bill in motion. 

Mr. DAVIS. The meaning of the bill as 
expressed by the Senator from Massachusetts 
is my comprehension of it. 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly; I have not any 
doubt about it. 

Mr. POMEROY. I did not suppose the 
awendment I introduced would meet the en- 
tire concurrence of the committee or of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. I examined the 
bill with some care when it was reported, and 
I thought it entirely correct, operating as it 

hen did prospectively, applying to all cables 
mich should be laid after its passage. In that 

shape I can see no objection toit now; but the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
it a trying to meet the case of the French cable, 
makes all the provisions of this bill retroactive 
le harnesses in existing corporations that have 
come into operation under existing laws. While 
it might be very desirable that a law like this 
have been in operation at the time those 
various companies were organized and their 
cables laid, still it had not then been enacted, 
and [ do not know how you are to put a har- 
ness on them which shall deprive them of rights 
which they have under your previous laws. 

Mr. President, the provisions of this bill 
are, as | think, mostdesirable and most admir- 
able as provisions of law for all companies 
organized after its passage to construct ocean 
cables; but for the life of me I cannot see how 
you can enforce it on companies organized 
be fore iis passa gel ifitconflicts with their rights. 

Mr. SUMNER. Allow metoask my friend, 
loes he doubt the power of Congress over, for 
instance, the Florida cable; for that isthe only 
me that is practically in question? 

Mr. POMEROY. This applies to them all. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Florida cable is the 
only one which has been laid under any exist- 
ing act of Congress. 

Mr. POMEROY. Ido not doubt the au- 
thority of Congress, if it chooses to pay the 
damage, of doing anvthing. 

- SUMNER. But can there be any dam- 

Will the Senator be good enough to look 
at the five conditions and see if any detriment 


can spring out of them? They are all benefi- 
cent. 


_Mr. POMEROY. I want to call the atten- 
won of the Senator from Massachusetts to one 
of these provisions and lethim answer me how 
he can enforce it. 

Mr. SUMNER. 

Mr. POMEROY. Itis the last clause of the 
second condition. That condition is, ‘‘ the 
United States Government shall at all times be 
entitled to the use of any such line or cable,’’ 
<c., and then the last clause says ‘‘and such 


: 
should 


age ? 


I will. 


messages shali be entitled to take precedence © 


of all other me ssages I should like to know 
how you can make a message from the Govern- 
ment of this country take precedence of a mes- 
sage from the Government of some other 
What au- 


| sage of the President of the United States. 


thority have we to say that the messages from 
the Government of this country shall have pre- 
cedence over those of England or France, or 
Canada even? 

Mr. SUMNER. Messages that go from this 
country. I hope we have that power. 

Mr. POMEROY. It does not say messages 
that go from this country; it says ‘‘ such mes- 
sages ;’’ that is, the messages from the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, any messages 
offered by our Government to the line. We 
have a right under this provision to a tele- 
graphic operator of our own, and we say all 
such messages shall take precedence over all 
others. Where is the authority for that? 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘The Senator understands 
perfectly well that an act of Congress cannot 
operate in a foreign country. 

Mr. POMEROY. No; but it is controlling 
this line. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator says it is con- 
trolling the line. It controls the line within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, not out- 
side of that jurisdiction. Its telegraphic oper- 
ator, for instance, in Paris will be subject to 
French law, and under this bill the telegraphic 
operator within the jurisdiction of the United 
States will be subject to the law of Congress; 
and should it not beso? Will the Senator from 
Kansas say that a foreign Government may 
enter within our jurisdiction and require its 
messages to go before those of our Govern- 
ment? Certainly not. The provision is sim 
ply, ‘‘and such messages shall be entitled to 
take precedence of all other messages.’’ Is it 
not right? Should it be otherwise? Should 
not the Government of the United States, if it 
has occasion to use these cable telegraphs, be 
able to say, ‘‘ Our message shall go first?’’ 
You understand well it cannot say that in 
France; it cannot say that in England; but in 

the United States it can say it. 


Mr. POMEROY. No one better than the 


' Senator from Massachusetts understands that 


a line or cable of this kind is one and indivis- 
ible. 
operators are working in harmony with each 
other. ‘The operator in England may have a 
message from the Government of England and 
he notifies the operator on this side who comes 
within the law of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts. 
message cannot be received because he has 
one from this Government, but the operator 
on the other side replies, ‘‘[ have one from 
my Government.’’ ‘* Well,’’ the operator on 


| this side says, ‘‘ the law requiras that ours shall 


be sent first.”’ Now, I should like to ask the 
Senator from Massachusetts how he is going 
to enforce this statute? 


Mr. SUMNER. I should like to ask the 
Senator whether he wishes to abandon the 


rights of his own country in his country? 

Mr. POMEROY. Nota bit of it. 

Mr. SUMNER. That is what he proposes 
to do. 

Mr. POMEROY. I only referred to this to 
show the difficulty the Senator would have in 
enforcing the provisions of this act. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Does not the Senator from 
Kansas know that the two currents pass each 
other without interruption? [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. POMEROY. No, sir, I do not. My 
attention was called to this subject by the mes- 
The 
President recited in his annucl message to the 
two Houses of Congress the correspondence he 
had had with the French cable company, and 
in a most unmistakable manner gave us to un- 
derstand that they had laid their cable on our 
soil without complying with the conditions 
which had been required of them, and he dis- 
tinctly suggested to us that there should be 
some remedy. 

Now, | am not going to quarrel with the 
provisions of the bill. As I have said, if they 
were only to operate prospectively I should 
not object to it, nor should i object to its being 
made to hit the French cable; bat when it is 


It is a line at both ends, and the two | 
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made to apply to all others, those which ar 
now existing under previous legislation, | think 
it objection: able. The amendment strikes at 
the case of the French cable, and nothing else, 
because that is the alarming case before us. 
That company have undertaken without regard 
to the conditions imposed by the P resident to 
land and operate a cable in this country on our 
soil; and my amendment proposes, as they 
have not complied with what the President 
required, that the cable shal! be taken up until 
theydo. It is known to the President, I have 
no doubt—it is known to Senators, at any rate- 
that the company and the emperor of France 
both refuse to make any reciprocity, and that 
the emperor of France within the last fourteen 
days has signified most unmistakably that it 
is a matter with the company and not with the 
Government, and that he will not interfere. 
With that knowledge before us are we going 
to pass over it by only requiring of the I’rench 
cable company what we require of all others? 
I think the French cable on this soil should be 
legislated upon in an entirely different manne: 
from others. The other companies got their 
rights here; the others were organized under 
our laws, and they got the right to land before 


| they landed their cables, and complied with all 


the conditions we required at thattime. There 
isnocomplaintaboutthem. The President has 
not called our attention to them; but he has to 
the French cable company. We are catled 
upon especially to act in that regard; and my 
amendment only goes to this extent: that the 
President of the United States shall canse that 
cable to be taken up so far as its landing on 
our shores is concerned, and that it shall so 
remain until some concession from [Trance is 
had giving us reciprocity—giving us the sam 
rights that we accordto them. If those 
are never conceded, then I propose that they 
shall never land. The amendment I have 
offered goes to this extent, no further. It hits 
the French cable case; and then to the bill as 
it came from the committee, applying to all 
companies that may hereafter be organized, | 
see no objection. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. President, when 
the Senator from Massachusetts introduced | 
bill a few days since I understood him in ex 


rights 


|| plaining it to say that it referred to the futu 
The operator on this side says that || 


and was not retroactive in its cron Uni 


| morning I understand that it covers all com 


panies established heretofore. 

Mr. SUMNER. When I called it up on th 
first or second day of the session I moved this 
amendment. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Iam aware of that. 

Mr. CONKLING. Allow me to say that is 
quite true, and yet nothing is more noticea)le 


| here than the shifting grounds upon which thi 


| amendment is put. 


W hen the honorable Sen 
ator from Massachusetts offered it I called 
attention to its now conceded effect, and so 
impressed was the Senator from Massachusetts 
with that objection tha’ he rose instantly and 
denied that it had that effect, saying that section 


| two exempted from its operation existing cor 
| porations and was put there for that purpose. 


| plained it. 


Now, when it turns out by general concession 
that it does speak backward and does impose 
new conditions upon these existing parties and 
deprive them of existing rights, the Senator 
turns around upon a broad doctrine of justifica 
tion and says, ‘* Yes, accepting that interpreta 
tion, which before'I denied, l undertake toargue 
it upon that ground.”’ Now, it is fair that we 
should understand that there has been an 
entire revolution here in the real bearings of 
the question. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I understand the mat- 
ter as the Senator from New York has just ex- 
When the bill came up a day or two 
since, the Senator from Massachusetts state: 
that is was not retroactive, that it looked to 
the future and the future only, and said that 
the provisions of the second section of the bill 
guarded it from any retro active action. Now 
if this amendment is to make the bill apply to 
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all companies which have been foymed hereto- | 
fore and are now in operation, it becomes | 


altogether a new bill; it isnot the bill that was 
before the Committee on Foreign Relations and 
which was brought into the Senate under the 
recommendation of the Committee on Foreign 


Relations. I might go possibly forthe amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts, 


but I should wish to consider it and its retro- 
active influence. Therefore, I say I do not 
wish this bill to be considered as coming from 
committee under the influence of that 
amendment, although possibly, when fully 
considered I might adopt it. 

Mr. SUMNER. I would say to the Senator 


the 


that he was not in his seat when some days | 


ago I called this bill up. 


I then looked around | 


for the members of the committee to confer | 


with them on this amendment, 


The Senator | 


was not in his seat, so that I had not the ad- | 


vantage of hiscounseluponit. It wasa source 
of regret to me at the time as it is now. 
Senator from Indiana will remember that I 
submitted to him that very question as a mem- 
ber ofthe committee. Now, Mr. President 

Mr. CASSERLY. Will the Senator from 
Massachusetts allow me, as I have just had 
iny attention for the first time directed by the 
remarks of the Senator from New Hampshire 
to the circumstance of an amendment being 
offered which alters the character of the billas 
reported from the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, to ask thatthe amendment be read? 

Mr. SUMNER, It has been pending now 
for several days. 

Mr. CASSERLY. This particular amend- 
ment? ‘Thisis the first time l ever heard there 
was such an amendment to the bill. 

Mr.SUMNER. This particularamendment 
has been pending several days. 





The | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srewarr | 


in the chair. ) 
nia call for the reading of the amendment? 

Mr. CASSERLY. I desire to bear it read, 
and I desire to say now once for all that this 
umendment was never brought to my attention, 
though lam a member of the Committee on 
l‘oreign Relations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ment will be read. 

‘The Coier Cierk. The amendment, is in 
line three of section one to strike out the word 
‘‘whenever’’ and insert ‘all,’’ 
‘‘communication’’ to 
‘‘shall hereafter be established ;"’ 
make'the bill read: 

That allecommunication between the United States 


The amend- 


80 as to 


Does the Senator from Califor- | 


and after | 
strike out the words | 


und any foreign country by means of telegraphic or | 
mugnetic lines or cables laid in any part thereof, in 


and over the waters, reefs, islands, shores, and lands 


within the ppmatiat ion of the United States, the same 
shall be subject to the following conditions, &c. 


Mr. CASSERLY. 
undoubtedly. 

Mr. HOWL. Mr. President, so many mem- 
bers of the Committee on Toreign Relations 
confess the novelty of this amendment, amd it 


That is very material, | 


inakes such a radical change in the character | 


of the bill, as it seems to me, that I think it | 


ought to be more fully considered by that com- 
mittee before the Senate votes on it. Now, I 
have not paid any special attention to this mat- 
ter until to-day; my attention has been directed 
to it to-day by the debate, not otherwise. I 
did understand that there was a controversy 
ubout the landing of a certain cable giving us 
telegraphic connection with France, and that 


the managers of that line were said to have | 
conducted not in entire good faith; that they | 


had been allowed to connect their lines with 
our shores upon a sort of stipulation that we 
should have the same privilege in connecting 


with their shores, and after getting firmly fast- | 
ened to us no such privilege is conceded to us. | 


| thought that a grievance which ought to be 
redressed ; everybody seemed to think s0; but 
this bill, 1 understood, was brought in for the 
purpose of correcting that abuse and making 
that matter right. But as the bill will stand if 
the amendment now moved by the Senator 


| 


from Massachusetts is agreed to it will become 
a law which goes very far beyond that, if it is 
not entirely different fromthat. If it does cor- 
rect that abuse it will impose a burden upon 
existing lines. 

My colleague says, the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts says, and I am not disposed to dissent 
from such authority, that our power over ex- 
isting lines is just as ample as it is over lines 


| hereafter to be built; and my colleague asks 
| with a good deal of force are these conditions | 





| committee. 


proper, and if proper in themselves why not 
apply them to existing lines just as well as to 
lines to be constructed hereafter. But Ido not 
think that question answers itself, if my col- 
league willallow me tosay so. Conceding that 
we have sovereign authority to impose these 


conditions upon lines already existing ought we | 


to exert that authority in alleases? If we have 
authorized cables already to be laid through 
the ocean, the grants of which do not reserve 
to us the extraordinary powers here asserted 
over cables afterward to be laid, ought we to 
exert those extraordinary powers unless there 
is some abuse on the part of the existing com- 
panies, the companies now acting? ‘The ex- 
periment, if | may be allowed to say so, of 
connecting this country with the European con- 
tinent by means of a telegraphic cable was a 
grand experiment, a wonderful experiment, a 
very doubtful experiment in the commence- 
ment, as the world knows; an experiment which 
has proved grandly successful. 

I do not know what were the particular con- 
ditions created to the company under which 
the first experiment was made ; I do notknow 
exactly what are the conditions under which 
the Florida cable was made; | do not know that 
the Committee on Foreign Relations are pre- 
pared to tellus. These experiments have been 
made; these lines exist. I suppose they are 


' not subject to the restrictions which this bill 


proposes to impose upon cables hereafter to be 
laid. Now, have they abused any powers that 
have been conferred upon them so far? For 


| instance, this bill claims the right to regulate 


by act of Congress the price at which messages 
shall be transmitted. That is a very proper 
direction to give to companies which propose 
in view of it to construct new lines; and we 
may have the same power to régulate the price 
of messages over lines already constructed, 
but will we exert thatnow? If they persistently 
charge too high a price for the transmission 
of messages, then will it not be time enough for 
us to assert this power? If we have it, whether 
itis asserted before the line is built or not, 
then we lose nothing by deferring the assertion 
of the power. There is nothing to be lost. If 
this Committee on l’oreign Relations can tell us 
that there is a pressing necessity for asserting 
this power, that there has been an abuse of the 
powers already conferred upon existing com- 
panies that ought to be corrected now, then, 
perhaps, there may be ground for asserting this 
authority now. As they do not tell us that, I 
think we had better recommit the bill to that 
I think on the whole I shall not 
make that motion, but—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is the best motion 


to make. 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Mr. HOWE. Very well; I move to recom- 
mit the bill to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. POMEROY. I ask that my amend- 
ment may be printed, and referred with the bill 
if it is to be referred. I insist upon it that the 
French cable is the one we want to legislate 
about. 

Mr. RAMSEY. If the bill is to be recom- 
mitted I should like to suggest an amendment 
to the Senator who has charge of the bill. On 
the second page, in the seventeenth line of the 


| first section, after the word.*‘ cable,’’ I think 


the words ‘* for a period of one hour in every 
twelve ’’ should be inserted, so as to read : 
The United States Government shall at all times 


be entitled to the use of any such line or cable for a 
period of one hour in every twelve. 














|” Mr. RAMSEY. 


This I understand to be presumed to be 
legislation mutually advantageous to 
tions at both ends of the cable. We Cannor 
expect, of course, to impose our legislatioy 
entirely upon each extremity of this long line 
If our proposition is to be ef any value w. 
must give as well as take. It is not to be ‘ey 
pected that our Government should have j, 
monopoly of this line for twenty-four hours , 
forty-eight hours at a time; but we should },. 
confined to some reasonable time, say one hoy). 
| in every twelve. That is all we should expect 

It would be reasonable, probably, to conce:, 
that to us, and we might allow the same to {}, 
Government of the other end. It would no, 
do, of course, to rule out private communies 
tions entirely ; nor could you entirely exe|y(.. 
communications from the Governments on ty. 
other side; but you should be prepared , 
divide evenly with them. One hour in twely. 
is as much probably as you would want. 

Then, in addition to the phraseology I befor. 
| proposed inserting, ‘‘ for a period of one hour 
in every twelve,’’ I wouldadd “ under regula- 
tions to be established by the Postmaster Gey. 
eral.’’ You must provide some officer of this 
Government to carry out the provision. 

Mr. POMEROY. That is covered by the 
bill now. , 

Mr. RAMSEY. No, it is not. It says the 
fee shall be fixed by the Postmaster General: 
that is all; but you must give the general 
charge of whatever interest your Government 
proposes to take in this cable to some one of 
your officers. Who is more appropriate than 
the Postmaster General ? 

Then, in the twenty-second line, I suggest 
that after the word ‘‘thirdly’’ we should in- 
sert ‘‘ general regulations for the use of the 
telegraph on this side, and;’’ so as to make 
that clause read : 

Thirdly. General regulations for the use of the 
telegraph on this side, and the rates to be paid for 
the transmission of any such message or messages, 
when not otherwise fixed by agreement, shall be 
established by the Postmaster Generat of the United 
States. 

I only wish to say oneother word. Jimagine 
that this legislation is induced by the course o! 
the French Government in granting to a com 
pany there acertain monopoly. While we are 
perfectly justified in meeting them with restric 
tions upon our side, we ought not to forget a! 
the same time that they have been of immense 
service to our people in the matter of, tele 
graphing. They have reduced the charge of 
ocean telegrams from five dollars a word to one 
dollar, and in all our legislation we ought to 
take into consideration that great service to 
our country, amounting to millions of dollars. 

I understand from the amendments which 
have been made under the advice of the Sen- 
ator having charge of the bill, that it is now 
general in its character. I thought it was 
objectionable before in that regard ; that it gave 
the virtual control to whatever monopoly the 
English Government might create. I under- 
stand now that that monopoly is restricted as 
well as the French company. 
| Mr. SUMNER. My amendments are not 
yet adopted. 


the ha- 








That is the proposition, at 
any rate. 

Mr. CONKLING. Before the bill shall take 
the direction suggested by the Senator from 
Wisconsin I beg to ask the attention of the 
Senator having it in charge to one or two sug- 
gestions. In the first place, I submit as « 
suggestion the amendment which I indicated 
to come in at the end of the bill, which I think 
in few words will cover the case of the F'renc!: 
cable, and I ask that that go with the bill to 
| the committee. : 
| Then I ask the attention of the committee 
| to the matter embodied in a joint resolution 
which I had the honor long ago to introduce, 
| which is No. 12 on the Senate files and was 

referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
by them reported back favorably. As the 
‘ equivalent of it, if the Senator prefers to incor 
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-ate it in the present bill, I have in my hand 
amendment which I will read to him: 
D ing i is { Shé b » ce a > re i 
But notly ng in owt sadiaes’ and London Teles 
ph Company, in caso it shall elect to extend its 
es to the United States reaching any point north 
“Cape Hatteras, to surrender any rights in the Brit- 
-; colonies heretofore granted the said company, 
The purpose of the amendment, ina word, 
. this; the New York, Newfoundland, and 
‘ondon Telegraph Company have made use | 
»{ the land belonging to the British colonies as | 
a bridge-builder might make use of a pier when 
crossing along span ; and the design was and is 
1 bring the cable this way until it shall touch 
yrshores. It isnot the purpose of the com- 
mittee, or I believe of anybody, so to legis- 
late as to require this company to surrender 
‘hose rights and opportunities in the British 
»ossessions Which it now enjoys. ‘Therefore 
| submit the amendment which I suggest, at 
the same time calling the attention of the Sen- 
ator to joint resolution No. 12. 

Mr. SUMNER. Will the Senator have that 
referred to the committee at the same time? 
~ Mr. CONKLING. Isenditupto be referred, 
and I doit with the request that the honorable 
Senator and the committee will give it such 
consideration and form as they deem advisable. 

Mr. MORTON. There is another reason, 
[ think, why this bill should be recommitted. 
There is matter commencing in the thirty- 
second line of the first section which I imagine 
has been overlooked by the committee itself; 
as one member of the committee it never 
occurred to meuntilnow. Thethird condition, 
beginning on the twenty-second line, authorizes 
the Government to determine the price for 
which Government messages shall be trans- 
mitted, and the fifth condition authorizes our 
Government to fix the price for transmitting all | 
messages without consulting them on the other 
side, 

Mr. CONKLING. 
to that. 

Mr. MORTON. I was not aware of that. 
Itsays ‘‘it shall be at all times within the power 
of Congress to determine the rates to be charged 
for the transmission of messages and communi- 
cations over any such line orcable.’’ Now, for | 
our Government to assume to itself the power | 
to fix the rate for the transmission of all mes- 
sages, public and private, is a thing that ought 
not to be obniéaded by the other side, and would 
not be. I think the bill ought to be recom- 
mitted, that that may be considered. 

Mr. SUMNER. [shall make no objection 
to the recommitment of this bill. This debate 
to-day, which the Senate will bear me witness 
| have sougbt to bring on now for several days, 
hasaccomplished in part the object I had in view. 
)desired that this important question should be 
opened to the Senate. I use language care- | 
‘ally when I say ‘‘this important question,”’ for | 
itis very important. The Senate has already 
found in what various directions it runs; how | 
uany different topics it opens; how it affects | 
our relations with foreign Powers, and with | 
the neighboring colonies. It is important that 


I have called attention 





the Senate should know the character of the || 


questions involved. I have anticipated some 
ofthese questions. Having given some atten- | 
tion to the subject, I was prepared to act upon 
tat once, yet I am not surprised that other 
Senators require time, and | am glad that the 
committee will have another opportunity of 
nsidering the subject and of reviewing their 
past action. At the same time let me add one 
word of explanation. 
his bill, as the Senator from Indiana knows, | 
vas the subject of careful consideration in | 
‘he committee; and I may add that of all | 
neasures now pending before the Senate there | 
‘no measure*which has in it so much of the 
abor and of the intelligence of the late Senator 
‘rom Maine (Mr. Fessenden) as this bill. It 
in large part proceeded from him. The regu- 
‘tions in their main features were drafted by 


him, and they were afterwards carefully con- 
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| sidered in the committee and adopted there. 
| The bill, as the Senate knows, has esol ence 

passed this body, but failed in the other House 
| through want of time, was then reported again 
at the last session to the Senate, and now comes 
up on that report; but when reported at. the 


As that cable has landed since, it became im- 
portant that the bill should be made applicable 
to the French cable. 


being on the Calendar, that I took advantage 
| of the counsels of a member of the committee 
| with whom I was able to consult when I called 
| up the bill, and it was with his concurrence 
| that I moved the amendment that I did. I 
moved it on my own responsibility as a Senator 
| in concurrence with a member of the commit- 
| tee. I did not move it as from the committee, 
| but I took the responsibility under the circum- 
| stances of the case, and as I believed the best 
| way of meeting the exigency.. However, the 
| whole subject will go to the committee, where 
I have no doubt it will be fully considered. 


ada. The more I reflect upon that, the more I 
am led to two conclusions. In the first place, 


ter. 


Those in our country at the border line touch 
the Canada line without traversing any neutral 
country or neutral waters. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. But this bill speaks of 


waters and lands. 

Mr.SUMNER. There is no neutral region, 
land or water, between. [Mr. Epmunps rose. | 
Let me finish. There is no neutral land or water 
between the two lines; whereas between France 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


Now, if the Senator will 


jurisdiction of the United States.’’ The utter- 
most verge of our territory adjoining Canada 
is certainly land within the jurisdiction of the 
United States; and so the water istoo. We may 
say, on the Blackstonian definition of it, that 
the law takes a dry view of it. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think ifthe Senator bears 
in mind the distinction I have tried to present 
he will see it is specific. There is an ocean 
between France and the United States. There 
| isa neutral region between the two. There is 
none between Canada and the United States. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The bill does not speak 


|| of any such thing; that is the trouble. 


Mr. THURMAN. I wish to state very briefly 
a single consideration to the Senate. It is 
obvious that if we have a right to prescribe 
conditions in the matter of transatlantic or 
transoceanic cables the country on the other 
side of the ocean, at the other end of the cable, 
has an equal right with us to prescribe condi- 
tions. If we can prescribe conditions in respect 
to the French cable, France has an equal right 
to prescribe conditions. What good, then, 
does anactof Congressdo? It settles nothing. 
It is plainly a matter of treaty stipulation; and 
the only mode in which you can arrive at a 
| definite, permanent, satisfactory solution of 


conditions here that will be binding on France, 
nor can France prescribe conditions that will 
be binding upon us. 
tion; and if therefore we are to have ocean 
cables at all, the matter should be settled by 
the treaty-making power. For that reason, 
sir, 1 am opposed to this bill. I am also op- 
posed to it because I see in it the declaration, 
or rather the making of a precedent, under 
which Congress shall assume to regulate the 
tariffs on all the railroads, and, for aught I 
know, all the canals of the country. 





The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srew- | 


One word more. Allusion has been made to | 
the bearing of this bill on our lines with Can- | 


last session the French cable had not landed. | 


It was under those circumstances, the bill | 
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if it does bear on those lines so much the bet- | 
In the second place, it does not bear on | 
those lines, and for this plain specific reason: |} 
those lines are all in our country or in Canada. | 


andthe United States there is the vast neutral | 
ocean ; and that isthe difference between them. | 


permit me to call his attention to his bill, the | 
express language of it is, ‘‘ lands within the | 


this matter is by treaty. You cannotprescribe | 


It is a matter of conven- || 
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| ART.) The question is on the motion to recom: 
| mit the bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. With the pending proposi 
tign and all the accompanying amendments. 

Mr. CONKLING. And I suggest that they 
all be printed. ) j 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The order 
to print will be entered if there be no objec- 
tion. The question now is on the motion to 
recommit. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CLAIMS OF LOYAL STEAMBOAT OWNERS. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I now ask the Senate to 
proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 
291, to encourage and promote the International 
Industrial ExInbition to be held in Washington 
| city in the year 1871. 
| Mr. HOWE. The Senator does not expect 
action on that bill to-night. Task him, there- 

fore, to defer his motion and allow me to take 

up @ bill which I think can be voted upon with- 
| out any debate, the bill to which I referred 
this afternoon. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Iknowso well what are the 
chances in the Senate that while [ should very 
much like to accommodate my friend I very 
much more want the bill taken up. I wish to 
take a little of the time of the Senate in adopt- 
ing some amendments to it, so that the Senate 
can have the bill before them to-morrow as it 
shall be amended. I hope the Senator will 
allow me to do that. 

Mr. HOWE. I thought the Senator agreed 
to let me pass this bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I give way. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Maine withdraw his motion ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Ido. 

Mr. HOWE. Then I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of House joint 
resolution No. 4. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 4) relating to steamboats and 
other vessels owned in the loyal States. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint 
resolution is before the Senate. 

Mr. HOWE. This joint resolution was con- 
sidered at the last session and reported to the 
Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
what it is. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 

length. 
| ‘The Secretary read as follows: 

Be it resolved, &c., That the act of February 19, 
1867, entitled “ An act to declare the sense of an act 
entitled ‘An act to restrict the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Claims,’”’ &c., shall not apply to nor be con- 
strued to debar the settlement of claims for steam- 
boats or other vessels taken without consent of the 
owner, or impressed into the military service of the 
United States, during the late war, in States or parts 
of States declared in insurrection: Provided, That 
the claimants were loyal at the time their claims 
originated and remained loyal thereafter, and were 
residents of loyal States, and such steamboats or 
other vessels were in the insurrectionary districts by 
proper authority, namely, charter, contract, impross- 
ment, or in conformity with rules or regulations 
established by the Secretary of the Treasury and 
approved by the President of the United States. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
amendment the question is on ordering the 
joint resolution to be read the third time. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should like to have some 
explanation of it. 

Mr. HOWE. This resolution passed the 
House of Representatives at the last session, 
came here to the Senate, was considered by 
the Senate in Committee of the Whole; some 
amendments were proposed and voted down ; 


I should like to know 


I ask that it be read at 


|| it was reported to the Senate without amend- 


| ment, but just then—it was one of the very last 
days of the session—a motion to go into exec- 


|| utive session was interposed, and so the final 


| vote was not taken. 
| Mr. SUMNER. 


How much money is in- 


|| volved in the resolution ? 


Mr. HOWE. The Second Comptroller of 


the Treasury says that the amount of claims 
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—— 
filed there which would have to be considered | tion would be bound to pay for those vessels. 
under this joint resolution is $398,373 27. He || I think the joint resolution is open to that con- 


says: 
‘The owners of these steamboats and sailing ves- 


sels resided at the date of filing their applications jn | 


Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia, 
Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Minnesota, Missouri, 


military authorities of the United States for the pur- 
pose of Army transportation, and when not lost or 
destroyed in the service they were restored to the 
owners. Application is therefore made for com- 


pensation for the use, or in case of loss for the value | 
Settlements of this kind of claims | 


of such vessels. 
prior to the passage of the act of 
declarin . 
been made by virtue of the act of March 3, 1849. If 
the sum necessary to liquidate the unsettled claims 
above mentioned be based upon the settlements 
already made seventy-five per cent. of the gross 
amount would be sufficient for this purpose.” 


That is the statement made by the Second 
Comptroller, and that is the amount of money 
involved, 


Mr. ABBOTT. 


February 19, 1867, 


I move to amend the bill 


in the thirteenth line by striking out the words | 


‘‘and were residents of loyal States.’’ 

Mr. HOWE. Now, let me say to the Senator 
from North Carolina that there is another bill 
which will by and by be moved, which will 
provide, if the Senate agree to it, for the class 
of claims which he wishes to provide for by his 
amendment, and the Senate, while this joint 
resolution was in Committee of the Whole, 
voted down the very amendment which he now 
offers. 

Mr. ABBOTT. If there is another bill on 
this subject to be brought up hereafter I will 
withdraw the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
North Carolina withdraws his amendment. 

Mr. POMEROY. I desire to state in a single 
word that I do not like the theory upon which 
this joint resolution goes. It is too late for us 
now, when the States are nearly all restored, 
to pass a new law discriminating against loyal 
American citizens wherever they may live. It 
is now four years since the war ended, and if 
we are to pass a bill saying that if a loyal man 
lived North his claim shall be considered, while 
if he lived somewhere else it cannot be con- 
sidered, I say the theory is wrong. It is an 
entirely wrong theory on which to legislate at 
this time. I supported all this class of legis- 
lation during the war. I considered that these 
people were committed to the condition of their 
States, even if they were loyal and had to fol- 


low the fortunes of their States, but to come | 
forward now, four years after the war, when | 


the States are nearly all restored and pass a law 
affording relief to citizens who lived North and 
not to those who lived South, I say is wrong 
and it is too late to act on any such theory. 
That is my opinion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I remember that when 
this resolution was before the Senate at the last 
session it appeared to me that it was objection- 
able in one respect ; and if the Senate will allow 
me I will point out the objection which I took 
to it at that time and to which I call the atten- 
tion of the Senate now, and they can take such 
action upon itas they see proper. Theproviso 
reads as follows: 

Provided, That the claimants were loyal at the 
time their claims originated, and remained loyal 
thereafter, and were residents of loyal States, and 
euch steamboats or other vessels were in the insur- 
rectionary districts by proper authority, namely, 
charter, contract, impressment, or in conformity 
with rules or regulations established by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury and approved by the President 
of the United States,” 

The objection that occurred to my mind to 
this joint resolution atthe last session was this : 
that persons living in the loyal States, who 
might be loyal citizens, could contract with 
rebels to furnish them with steamships, or 
boats, or vessels, or whatever they were, and 
while they were under that contract and used 
by the rebels, if they were taken by the Gov- 
ernment, the Government under this resolu- 


Ken- | 
tucky, lowa, Nebraska, and Wisconsin. Fromtheevi- | 
dence contained in said application said steamboats | 
and sailing vessels appear to have been taken by the || 


the sense of the act of July 4, 1864, had | 
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struction, and unless it is modified in some 
w 


aan dadins 
Mr. HOWE. Will the Senator allow me 
to make him a suggestion right there ? 

Mr. WiLLIAMS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOWE. We had acts on the statute- 
book which prohibited a boat or vessel from 
going down deve at all for any purpose, except 
under specific regulations pointed out in the 
acts. There must be a requisition, at one 
time, by the War Department. They must go 
down there for military or naval purposes. 
There must be a special permission from the 
Secretary of the Treasury; and every move- 
ment was regulated by those acts of Congress 


/and by regulations of the Treasury Depart- 


ment. I hold in my hand a volume of those 
regulations, and this joint resolution only pro- 
vides for boats which were down there in 
accordance with the regulations. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I presume that is the view 


_ of the resolution taken by the Senator, but it 


will bear a different construction. Notwith- 
standing there may have been regulations in 
reference to vessels going from the loyal into 


| the insurrectionary States, it is possible that 


vessels were there contrary to those regulations. 
Now, it is a fact with which we are well ac- 
quainted that men living in the loyal States 
did attempt in various ways to make money 
out of the war, and some may have attempted 
to do so by furnishing rebels with vessels to 
accommodate them in their military operations; 
and this resolution provides, without qualifi- 
cation—that is the aainas of it; Ido not 
know what meaning may be intended or what 
construction may be put upon it—that if a ves- 
sel belonging to a citizen of a loyal State was 
in the insurrectionary States under a contract 
with that loyal citizen,and the Government 
took that vessel, it is bound to pay for it, though 
it might have been there contrary to the regu- 
lations of the Department at that time, or 
though it might have been there aiding the 
rebels in their efforts to destroy the Govern- 
ment. I think the Senator ought to modify 
the resolution in some respect to meet this 
objection ; otherwise, it is a measure for which 
1 am not able to vote. 

The joint resolution was ordered to a third 
reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think it would be.well 
enough to have the joint resolution deliberately 
read over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read 
in full on the question of its passage. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution. 

‘The joint resolution was passed. 


REVENUE REPORT. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I now ask the Senate to 
proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 
291, to encourage and promote the interna- 
tional industrial exhibition to be held in Wash- 
ington city in the year 1871. 


Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

Mr. DRAKE. We had better not adjourn 
just yet. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Before the Senate ad- 
journs I wish to make a report from the Com- 
mittee on Printing, for the convenience of the 
Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts has moved that the Senate ad- 
journ, and that is not debatable if the Senator 
persists in the motion. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts withdraws it for a moment. 

Mr. SUMNER. I withdraw it. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Rhode Island asks unanimous consent, 
pending the motion of the Senator from Maine, 
to make a report from the Committee on Print- 


Is there objection? 
I have no objection so that 


ing. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 
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it does not displace the pending moti . 
up Senate bill No. 2010 et take 

Mr. ANTHONY. It is merely to prov 
for the printing of the report of th 
Commissioner of the Revenue. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senate 
should adjourn before the question is ta)., 
on the motion of the Senator from Maine ; 
will not be the unfinished business to-morrow. 
of course. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Pyip, 
ing, to whom was referred a resolution to print 
extra copies of the report of the Special Com. 
missioner of the Revenue, have instructed », 
to report back the same with an amendmey; 
and to ask for its present consideration, 

By unanimous consent, the Senate proceed, 
to consider the resolution, which was subm;; 
ted by Mr. SHerMan yesterday, as follows: 


_ Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representy. 
tives concurring,) That there be printed for the ys, 
of the Senate five thousand copies of the report o; 
the Special Commissioner of the Revenue, and {,, 
the use of the Treasury Department one thousand 
copies, bound with the appendices complete, 


The Committee on Printing reported the 
resolution with an amendment, to insert the 


FOvide 
© Special 


| following words: 


And for the use of the House of Representative, 
twelve thousand copies. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


WASHINGTON INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 


recurs on the motion of the Senator from Maine. 
{Mr. Hain, ] that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of Senate bill No. 291, in regard 
to the international industrial exhibition to be 
held in this city. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. A motion was made to ad. 
journ, which was withdrawn for a moment, 
and I suppose it is the understanding that we 
are not to go on and consider the bill of the 
Senator from Maine now. I therefore ask 
unanimous consent to take up a little joint 
resolution which we can pass in a moment, 
and which nobody will oppose. 

Mr. HAMLIN. [I object to it. This bill is 
before the Senate, and if there is anything fur- 
ther to be done here to-day let us proceed 


with it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maine objects. The bill is before the Senate 
as in Committee of the Whole, and the Secre- 
tary will report it in full. 

Mr. POMEROY. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

‘he question being put, there were, on 
division—ayes 24, noes 14. 

Mr.SPENCER. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STEWART. I hope we shall not ad- 
journ. There are several messages to come 
from the House of Representatives, and we 
ought to wait until we receive them. I presume 
we shall receive them in a few minutes. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to 
adjourn is not debatable. 

he Secretary proceeded to cull the roll. 

During the roll-call, Mr. Curxton Lioy?, 
Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
appeared below the bar with a message from 
the House. 

The Secretary having concluded the roll-call, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, before the announcement of the vote 
on the motion to adjourn the Chair will receive 
a message from the House of Representatives. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Represents 
tives, by Mr. Cuinron Luoyp, its Chief Clerk, 
announced that the House had concurred in 
the concurrent resolution of the Senate to print 
in pamphlet form the addresses delivered in 
the Senate and House of Representatives on 
the occasion of the announcement of the death 
of Hon. William Pitt Fessenden. 
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The message alsoannounced that the House 
had passed, without amendment, the follow- 
-.¢ bill and joint resolution of the Senate: 
~“y pill (S. No. 281) to promote the recon- 
struction of the State of Georgia; and 
A joint resolution (S. R. No. 88) suspend- 
ing e 
census. 


The message further announced that the | 


House had passed the following resolution, in 
which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate: ; 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the recess 


rovided for by the concurrent votes of the two 
Houses, and to commence on the 22d instant, be, and 


is hereby, extended from the 5th to Monday, the 10th |) 


day of January next, 

The result of the vote on the motion to ad- 
journ was then announced—yeas 28, nays 18; 
as follows : 

yEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Brownlow, Buck- 
ingham,Casserly,Chandler, Davis, Edmunds,Fenton, 
verry. Fowler, Hamilton, Hamlin, Howe, McDonald, 
Morrill of Vermont, Patterson, Pomeroy, Ramsey, 
Rice, Ross, Saulsbury, Sherman, Stockton, Sumner, 
Thurman, Vickers, and Willey—28, . 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Cole, Conkling, Drake, 
Harlan, Harris, Kellogg, Morton,Osborn, Pratt, Rob- 
ertson, Schurz, Scott, Spencer, Stewart, Warner, 
Williams, and Wilson—18. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Boreman, Cameron, Carpenter, 
Cattell, Corbett, Cragin, Gilbert, Howard, McCreery, 
Morrill of Maine,Norton, Nye,Pool,Sawyer,Sprague, 
Thayer, Lipton, Trumbull, and Yates—19. 

So the motion was agreed to ; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 21, 1869. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burer. 

‘On motion of Mr. ELDRIDGE, by unani- 
mous consent, the reading of the Journal of 
yesterday was dispensed with. ~~ 

DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee On Appropriations, reported a 
bill (H. R. No. 695) making appropriations to 
partially supply deficiencies in the appropri- 
ations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1870; which was read a first 
and second time. 


Mr. DAWES. Unless some gentleman de- | 


sires some explanation I will not take up the 
time of the House. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DUTIES OF PENSION AGENTS. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to report a bill 
from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, to 
define the duties of pension agents and pre- 
scribe the manner of paying pensions. It is 
very important that the bill should pass at an 
early day, and I presume there will be no objec- 
tion to it. 

The bill was read for information. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Does the gentleman 
eopons to allow discussion on the bill? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have no objection. 


The SPEAKER. The bill can only come in | 


by unanimous consent. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I must object. 

Mr. KERR, I call for the regular order of 
business, 

RECONSTRUCTION OF GEORGIA. 

The SPEAKER. The House resumes, as 
the regular order of business, the consideration 
of Senate bill No. 281, to promote the recon- 
struction of the State of Georgia, upon which 
the gentleman from Pessepienda [Mr. Gerz] 
is entitled to the floor for fifty minutes. 

Mr. GETZ. The limited time allowed to the 
minority for debate upon the important bill 
now before the House forbids me to waste an 
portion of it by remarks of my own, when I 





xisting provisions of law for taking the | 





} 
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| 











| sylvania asks unanimous consent to print some | 





i} 
know that gentlemen abler and far better ac- || 
quainted with the questions involved than I am 
desire and have prepared to speak upon them. || 
Asking leave, therefore, to print what I might || 
have otherwise spoken, I yield my time to the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Voorners.] | 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Penn- 


remarks in the Globe. 

The Chair hears none. 
[See Appendix. ] 
Mr. POTTER. 


Is there objection? || 


Will the gentleman from 


| Indiana [Mr. Vooruezes] yield to me for five || 
| minutes? 


Mr. VOORHEES. I will yield to the gen- || 
tleman from New York for that time. 

Mr. POTTER. Mr. Speaker, I do not pre- | 
sume to impugn the action of any member of 


| this House upon this bill when I declare, as I 


| it. 
|, are the gentlemen on the other side of this | 


| bill. 


do for myself, that I am unable to comprehend 
how this House, whose only authority to legis- 
late at all is derived from the Constitution, can 
lawfully pass this bill, or how any member 
sworn to support the Constitution can vote for 
I am, however, well aware that so satisfied 


Chamber in respect of this bill that no discus- | 
sion, however protracted it may be, will modify 
their views in this regard, and I only desire, 
therefore, to declare my own opposition to this 


tional, and not merely unconstitutional; for 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| accordingly granted. 
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tion guaranties to every State, then I am at a 


| loss to perceive why Congress may not so 


assume in regard to the State of New York. 
No, Mr. Speaker; in my view of this bill it 
is but one of those strides every day growing 
larger toward centralized and absolute govern 
ment, and toward the overthrow of that system 
of limited and localized government which our 
fathers established, and under which, as | 


| think, only true liberty can be found. 


Mr. VOORHEES resumed the floor. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. With the per 
mission of the gentleman from Indiana, [ Mr. 
Voornees,] I will say that I had desired to 
discuss this bill; but as the time can no doubt 
be better occupied by older members of the 
House I will ask leave to print my remarks in 
the Globe. 

No objection was made; and leave was 

[See Appendix. ] 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. Spenher; I approach 
the discussion of this measure, [ trust, ina spirit 
of candor and fairness, and with a much greater 


| desire to promote the general welfare of the 
| country than to attain any party success or 


I am opposed to it as wholly unconstitu- || 
|; notanewone; 


were it never so constitutional I should be |! 


opposed to it—opposed to it as unjust, as un- 
necessary, and as unwise ; unjust, because its | 


effect will be to impose conditions upon Geor- || 
| gia which no northern State would submit to; 
| unwise, because I cannot believe that the intro- 
| duction of a few negroes into the Legislature 
| of Georgia can better the peace or the order 


of that State; and because if their presence | 
there would better the peace and the order of 


that State I conceive that the action necessary || 


| to bring them thereshould be left to the Legis- 


lature of that State, so soon to convene; | 


| geance,’ 


unwise, because I believe the ‘‘ policy of ven- 
’ 


to dissatisfaction and distrust and to that sense | 
ofinjustice which morethan anything else tends 
to prevent the prosperity and well-being of the 
State. 

I can appreciate, sir, how a great nation can | 
feel compelled by necessity to hold one of its | 
revolted States under continued military rule; | 
but I cannot conceive any just reason for hand- | 
ing over the administration of a great territory | 
like Georgia to the control of negroes and | 


| turncoats and carpet-baggers. 


When I listened to the exposition of the gen- | 


| tleman from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] of the rea- 


| sons which probably led to the present pressure 
| for the passage of this bill I feltasif, perhaps, | 
| it would have been betterif the party in power || 





| 
had seen fit to treat those southern States as | 


| newly acquired territories, without rights and | 


without voice in the Government as States. It 
could hardly have been worse for them than | 


the policy of reconstruction which has been | 
| adopted, and surely it would have been less | 


| dangerous to us of the North; for, as it seems 


| that men of color should not hold offices in 


to me, this bill threatens not merely the rights 
and liberties of the people of Georgia, but the 
rights and liberties of the people of every north- | 
ern State as well. 

Why, sir, the action of the State of Georgia, 
so much complained of, is no more objection- 
able in the respect complained of than the 
action of my own State, to which reference has 
been made. ‘The people of my own State have 
lately declared, by a vast majority, not merely 


the State, but that they should not be allowed 


with which designation this bill has || 
| been characterized, is a policy which will lead 


|| atthat time. 





even to vote without special qualifications, || 


Now, if Congress may lawfully assume that 
the government which in Georgia excludes 


/ men of color from holding office or from ex- | 


| ereising the right of franchise is not the repub- 


‘ 


lican form of government which the Constitu- || go unpunished. 


party triumph. No graver or more important 
subject ever engrossed the attention of this 
House than the powers and rights of a State 
under the Federal Constitution. 

This measure comes before us at this time 
surrounded by singular circumstances. It is 
it has been here before. It was 
here last April. In its general scope and pur- 
poses it is the same as that proposed by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Burien, | 
the chairman of the Reconstruction Committee, 
at the last session, and acted on by the House 
It was then met here and defeated. 
The proposition was then, as it is now, to in- 
vade the State of Georgia and strike down her 
government. This House then deliberately 
voted uponthat question. The majority refused 
to follow the lead of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts. They madea record against invad- 
ing and dismantling a State in full, legal, and 
absolute existence. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts was abandoned to defeat without 
even the condolence or commiseration of the 
distinguished gentlemen upon his Own side of 
the Chamber who combined to inflict this dis- 


| aster upon him. 


This measure is, however, now revived under 
very different circumstances. Since the action 
of this body some hidden influence has ap- 
proached the ear of the Executive; some mys- 
terious instrumentality to me unknown has 
been at work. The offenses claimed in this 
bill to have been committed by Georgia are of 
old standing. There has been nothing new in 
that respect since the last session. She has 
committed no new sin. But there is a new 
departure here, a new line of action springing 
from the suggestions of the Executive in his 
annual message. Last spring the proposition 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts was, as 
this proposition is now, to authorize the Gov- 


| ernor of Georgia to convenea Legislature which 


had expired by the limitations of law. The 
whole question was discussed, and a decision 
rendered that Georgia should not be thus 
assailed and stricken down. What have been 
the influences upon the Executive? I do not 
pretend to find out his ways or fathom his silent 
mysteries. Perhaps, however, the busy tongue 
of one who is entitled the Governor of that 
unfortunate State, and whose form I believe now 
haunts these lobbies and this floor, has been 
at work instilling into his ear the destructive 
poison which we find in his message. 

The Senate has been in anxious haste to act 
upon the suggestions of the President. ‘hat 
grave and sagacious body had long witnessed 
in silence the offense with which Georgia Is 
charged. It was committed in July, 1868; the 
negroes were then declared ineligible to seats 
in her Legislature, and for nearly a year and a 
half the Senate as well as this House have 


|| without protest or action allowed that State to 


The Senate, however, at last 
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suddenly awakes from its sleep upon the post 
of duty. 
utive and itis swift to obey. Its drowsy slum- 
bers are suddenly shaken off and it bursts forth 
in lond and clamorous indignation as if the 
conduct of the Georgia Legislature seventeen 
months ago had just reached this Capitol and 





" 


been discovered by the vigilant eyes of Sen- | 


ators. Sir, it was not the news from Georgia 


that had just penetrated that wise and dignified | 
f || construction. 


assembly. ‘The whole facts in her case have 


been traveling up and down the country until |, 4 
_ known facts of the case. 


they are stale upon the public mind; they 
of themselves have never Soee able to arouse 
the action of either branch of Congress. 
yotential voice of the Executive, however, 
fonds an inspiration to the minds of men which 
the merits of the case never did. 


The Senate has lent a willing heed to that | 
voice, and it now remains to be seen whether | 


with no new facts, with no new arguments 


The | 


upon the same old cause; whether for the | 


reason simply that the President says this 


ought to be done, this House will reverse its | 
solemn and twice recorded action upon this | 


question, 

I ask gentlemen who have made a record for 
themselves of their own independent volition 
whether they will wipe it out because the Pres- 


It has heard the voice of the Exec- || 


| ciples of legal liberty which 


ident of the United States tells them to do so? | 


It is hard to believe that it will be done. Itis 
difficult to believe that gentlemen who have 
made up their minds upon a full statement of 
this case and signified their conclusious by 
their votes will change that opinion merely 
because the President tells them they were 
wrong. With all proper respect for the present 
Executive, [ do not believe the majority of this 
House, his ownsupportersand political friends, 
entertain that exalted opinion of his learning 
ns a statesman or his wisdom as a jurist which 
will lead them to believe more in his sugges- 
tions now than they believed in their own 
matured opinions when this question was fully 
before them, It remains to be seen, Mr. 
Speaker, whether in this I am correct. If 
it should unhappily prove to be the fact that 
Representatives upon this floor are thus to 
be swayed and humiliated by the Executive, 
then this body is as completely under a master 
as were the miserable Parliaments of England 
when they bent beneath the iron sway of Crom- 
well, or as the French Assembly when it lay at 
the mercy of Napoleon. He disdainsexplana- 
tion and does not stoop to reason with you, but 
without argument and in brief and contempt- 
uous terms, and in blind and total disregard of 
your previous committals, hetells you to reverse 
your whole conduct on this great and vital 
measure. 

Sir, in approaching the merits of this bill the 
first thonehi that occurs to the mind is whether 
Georgia is or is nota State. In the judgment 
of this side of the House she has never ceased 
to be what our fathers made her in the begin- 
ning. According to our views the rebellion was 
an insurrection of people and not a war waged 
by States. That, too, was the doctrine of your 
great leader, Mr. Lincoln; it was the doctrine 
of the entire Congress while the war raged ; it 
was the doctrine of every department of this 
Government; and from that great fact there is 
no escape in the hereafter of history. Occupy- 
ing that position, | have no trouble; to me she 
is a State and always has been. Buta different 
position was assumed by Congress in 1867; a 
revolution took place in your minds, a change 
came over your councils. This body, bya law 
entitled an act of reconstruction, decided that 
the States whose people had been in rebellion 
were not States of this Union, and prescribed 
the conditions by which alone they might be- 
come States as they had once been. By that 
law you said that Georgia was not a State, but 
you prescribed how she might restore herself 
to that position again. 

Now, I submit to all candid men if Georgia 
has complied with all you asked of her, with 
all you put in that law, and has left nothing 
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undone that you required her to do, whether 
she has not a standing under the law which for- 
bids honest people from enacting new condi- 
tions and imposing new terms? 


On this question, sir, my attention was par- | 


ticularly arrested, in looking over the debates 
of the Senate, by the position assumed by the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Mortoyn.] He 
makes the bold, unqualified statement that 
Georgia has not complied with the acts of re- 
That is a direct and explicit 
averment which must stand or fall by the well- 
I propose to try it 
upon the proofs. At the last session of this 
Congress I discussed this point, and I take the 
liberty of submitting the conclusions I then 
reached. 


‘The act of reconstruction, as it is called, abolish- 
ing the State governments of ten States was passed 
March 3, 1867, almost two years after the last battle 
was fought. By this law the Army of the United 
States took possession of Georgia and her sisters in 
distress, drove out civil authority at the point of the 
bayonet, and trampled into the dust those great prin- 
es of toil and blood 
and sacrifice have alone sufliced to establish in the 
councils of men. Georgia as a State was dead. She 
was one of the old thirteen, and was born with Amer- 
ican independence and had survived the rebellion, 
but by the act of reconstruction she ceased to exist as 
a member of the American Union. But by this act 

»srovision was made by which she might live again. 
Lhe conditions were prescribed and presented to her 
with the sword over her head suspended by a hair. 
The terms wereecarefully considered and most rigidly 
fixed. She had no voice. ou held a prisoner in 
chains and gagged, and then for yourselves and in 
your own way coolly and deliberately wrote down 
and enacted the conditions on which you would re- 
store her to liberty. Her conduct was pointed out 
and directed by the iron hand of a master. It was 
not hers to question, but to obey. 

‘*Has Georgia complied with your terms? Is she 
anywhere in default before thelaw? Thevery able, 
comprehensive,and exhaustive discussion of the facts 
made by the distinguished gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Breck] on this subject places the answer 
beyond the region of doubt. By the fifth section of 
the act of reconstruction provision was made for the 
election of a constitutional convention, for the form- 
ation of a constitution by that convention, for the 
submission of the constitution to the people, for its 
examination and approval by Congress, and for the 
ratification of the fourteenth amendment to the Con- 
stitution ofthe United States by a Legislature elected 
under the new State constitution, When these cir- 
cumstances have taken place, the section from which 
I quote provides that ‘said State shall be declared 


| entitled to representation in Congress, and Senators 
| and Representatives shall be admitted therefrom 


on their taking the oath prescribed by law.’ There- 
upon the civil authority rises into active being in 
such State, and the military arm is withdrawn. 

**In March, 1868, the constitutional convention of 
Georgia, acting in pursuance of the act of recon- 
struction, adopted a constitution, submitted it to 
the people, by whom it was ratified in April by a 
majority of the registered voters, all parties taking 
vart in the election. I cite the report of General 
Meade as my authority for this statement. When 
this constitution was presented here it was examined 
and approved by Congress with certain modifications 


| set forth in an act entitled “An act to admit the 


| States of North Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana, 


Georgia, Alabama, and Florida to representation in 
Congress,’ passed June 25, 1868. General Meade, 
speaking on this point in his report, says: ‘And the 
Legislature which convened in July, making these 
modifications and otherwise complying with the re- 
quirements of the reconstruction laws, the State 
together with Alabama and Florida, was by act of 
Congress formally admitted to representation.’ In 
his telegram to General Grant of July 22, 1868, he 
also states very explicitly that ‘both houses of the 
General Assembly of Georgia had by solemn act com- 
plied with tho requisitions of the act of Congress 
which beeamea law J une 25, 1868;’ that the Governor- 
elect had been inaugurated, and, as a very natural 
conclusion, that ‘the State of Georgia is therefore 


| under theactsof Congress entitled to representation.’ 


“But there is evidence still more binding upon 


| this body than any I have yet produced ; it consists 


of its own recorded action. The State of Georgia, 
toiling back once more into political life through al 
the conditions imposed upon her, at last reached the 


| point where she was permitted to elect members of 


Congress. They came here, and only; eight short 
months ago the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
Dawes,] then chairman of the Committee of Elec- 
tions, madea report that Georgia had ratified the four- 
teenth amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, ‘and in all other respects’ had conformed to 
the requirements of lawin regard to her admission as 
a State into the Union, and that her members were 
entitled to their seats. . This report, with its import- 
ant and conclusive statements, was adopted by this 
House, and the Representatives of Georgia took 
their seats in the Fortieth Congress. This closes the 
record of reconstruction, and is the last process known 
to the law upon that subject. What more can there 
be? Is there no end to the movements and powers 
of the Federal authority over the State? If Georgia 
is not now a State upon terms of equality with the 
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| other States of the Union when will she be® 1) 

| that she is to*day a State as inde baliear; ri pol 
interference as Massachusetts or Indiana. Ho, 

| is done in strict obedience to the command Of Can 

| gress. The task you gave her to do is finished Wh 

| can rise up and deny my Statement on this p : 

| Not Congress ; for by adopting the report of th... 

| tlemaa from Massachusetts ‘Mr. Dawss} this |, 

has admitted in the gravest form possible tha: q., 

| 


} 


gia had conformed in all respects to the + 


. . . eq) 
ments of law on the subject of her admission int. 


ntor 


as ti 


Union. Nor can the present Executive ; for 
General of the Army, he sanctioned the ' 
official action of General Meade. Here, then, stana. 
a State, a perfect State, in full and perfect rela: 
to the Federal Government.” 

General Meade, in command of the depar: 
ment of the South, was charged with the enfores. 
ment of the reconstruction acts of Congress, |; 
was his sworn duty to see that they were 
complied with, and consequently his opinion 
whether they were calosanl whether they were 
complied with, is entitled to the highest cop. 
sideration. He states explicitly that the Stat: 
of Georgia has complied with the laws on the 
subject of reconstruction. He squarely contra. 
dicts the Senator from Indiana, [ Mr. } ORTON. | 
His telegram of July 22, 1868, is conclusive. 
I might safely rest the case upon the statemen; 
of this officer whose duty it was to enforce tho 
laws and who declared that he had done gy. 
But the additional proof is overwhelming. 
Allow me to recall the attention of the House 
to the fact, known of every member and fully 
considered here in April last, that this House 
itself in August, 1868, upon the direct question 
whether Georgia had complied with the laws 
of Congress and whether she was entitled 
thereafter to representation, decided that she 
had complied, and was entitled to all her rights 
and privileges as a State. The distinguished 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, ] 
then chairman of the Committee of Elections 
and now chairman of the Committee on Appro- 
priations, introduced the report into this body 
which declared that Georgia had in all re- 
spects—in all respects—the broad strong lan- 
guage which I use is the language of his re- 
port—that she had in all respects complied with 
the requirements of the act of reconstruction, 
and she was therefore entitled to representation. 

This House ratified and adopted that report. 
| The members from Georgia came in upon this 
floor and were sworn at that desk pursuant to 
| the decision you then made. What else can 
you require now? What more is necessary’? 
Was she not a perfect State? You said so by 
the admission of her members to this floor. 
Do you hold the doctrine that a State can cease 
to exist when she pleases or when you please? 
Do you determine that there may be a State in 
1868 and none in 1869? The distinguished 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Morron, ] driven 
by considerations like these, was forced to deny, 
in the face of the most conclusive proof, that 
Georgia had complied with the acts of recon- 
struction. He could not admit that she was a 
State in August, 1868, as this House did. He 
could not logically admit that step by step every 
process imposed upon her had been complied 
with. Yet this body hasso determined. The 
majority here has so voted. Yet my colleague 
in the other branch of Congress, under the 
guidance of the Executive, urges my colleagues 
on this floor to give a vote of self-stultification. 
| The President, too, blind to our committals 
| 


Views and 


lation 





| upon this question, asks-us to reopen it. Ile 
holds the book of official life and the riches ot 
patronage in his hands and expects thereby to 
lead or drive as men’s minds or inclinations 
| may dispose them to follow or be driven. _ 

| Sir, the action of this body is conclusive 
| upon itself. In August of 1868 we said that 
Georgia had done all that was necessary. ‘The 
book was closed; the seal was set ; Georgia 
was restored, her star replaced upon that flag, 
and there it has shone from that hour to this; 
and when this question was sought to be re 
| opened last spring by the distinguished gentic- 
/man from Massachusetts [Mr. Burien] this 





| House, true to its dignity, true to its solemn 
| action of the August preceding, said it would 
not disturb the record. 


1869. 
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Shall we vote differently now upon the same 


+af 
state 


eonted here. of 
the binding force of the decision of a court 
ypon its own action a lawyer could at once 
establish against these proceedings an estop- 
| of the highest power, an estoppel conclu- 


ne 


jye and unanswerable. 


ihe solemn decisions of Congress. 

Upon the point, then, whether by your plan 
of reconstruction Georgia has beeome a State 
i rest perfectly secure in your own recorded 
opinions. To me she was always a State. It 
was asserted in March, 1867, by the reconstruc- 
tion laws, that she was not; but in those laws 
there was a mode of resurrection pointed out 
to her. When she complied with that mode 
you promised to welcome her again to life and 
liberty as a State. This I have proven she has 
done. The conclusion was reached ; this body 
said so, and swore in the members, and thus 
closed the case. 

But itis asserted also by the Senator from 
Indiana that the Legislature of Georgia, the 
convening of which is one of the prime objects 


of this bill, was not a legally organized body. | 


Even suppose it was not, let us look at the 
principles then involved. Whathas Congress 
io do with the question of the organization of 
the State Legislature? Will some gentleman 
tell me in a plain way how the Federal Gov- 


ernment, either the President or Congress, can || 


interfere with the organization of the Legisla- 
ture of a State? I have proven that Georgia 


your own plan; I have proven that Georgia 


auce with all your demands; and being a State, 
tell me, some sage of the law, some one emi- 
nent in the learning of statesmanship, tell me 
hy what power the Federal Government can 


Legislature? 
‘the Legislature of my own State has had 


many troubles and much irregularity upon the | 
question of its organization at different times; | 


are its decisions subject to revision here? I 
treat this question with all fairness, It is an 
awful one in its consequences, not merely to 
Georgia, but to every State beneath the flag. 
It isone that opens the door to the absolute 
destruction of our form of government. . It is 
one that authorizes this Government to lay its 
Federal hand upon every State of the Union, 
to invade the boundaries of every Common- 
wealth, and to dictate who shall be members 
of a Legislature and who shall not. I challenge 
gentlemen on this floor to point me to author- 


ity or precedent by which this monstrous thing | 


can be done. 
Mr. DAWES. 
me for a moment? 
Mr. VOORHEES. Certainly. 
Mr. DAWES. 


gentleman a question. 


Will the gentleman yield to 


suppose we admit all the gentleman’s general 
premises and all his statements up to this point, 
that Georgia has complied with all that was 
required by the reconstruction acts and that 
Georgia once a State always a State, I should 
like to ask the gentleman with regard to that 
clause of the Constitution of the United States 
which required the United States to guaranty 
& republican form of government to Georgia, 
whether he odadatieal 

‘ton to maintain a republican form of govern- 
ment in Georgia, and when the people of Geor- 
gia have adopted a form of government, whether 
or not he thinks it is the United States who are 
to judge whether it be republican ? 


| will state to him freely my difficulties, and | 
some of them he has touched upon himself. | 
1 am one of those who believe that once a State | 
always a State, but I believe that it is obliga- | 


I fear, however, that | 
we may see party passion, party tyranny, and | 
she behests of the Executive rise higher than | 











I should like to ask the | 
I have listened with a | 
great deal of interest to his argument. But | 





s that to be an obliga- | 
|| the record already made. eon 
| him as one of the foremost to vindicate, as he 


|| tory upon the United States to see that Georgia 
of facts, with no new reasons offered, with || 
no new sins alleged? That is the question pre- 
If the decision of this body had 


maintains a republican form of government. 
Mr. VOORHEES. I have the point. 
Mr. DAWES. I believe that it is for the 


|| United States to judge whether she has a 
| republican form of government, and I would 
| like to have the gentleman say, if he agrees 
| with me there, by what particular method or 


in what way Congress can maintain a repub- 
lican form of government. 
Mr. VOORHEES. The gentleman from 


| Massachusetts stands in a peculiar position to 


propound the question he does. So far as the 
duty of this Government is concerned in guar- 
antying a republican form of government to 
Georgia he is estopped from saying that it has 
failed to do so by the report which he intro- 
duced in August, 1868, on this floor. He then 
said that Georgia had in ‘‘all respects’? com- 
plied with the laws of Congress; and assuming 
that the laws of Congress provided for a repub- 
lican form of government in that State, my 
answer is conclusive as to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts as well as to this House which 
adopted his report and his views. 

Mr. DAWES. Will the gentleman allow 
me? 

Mr. VOORHEES. I see the double ques- 
tion. The other part of it is whether we are 
charged with the duty of maintaining that re- 
publican form of government which he admitted 
was established. He is also estopped on that 
point, for he refused by his vote here only in 
April last to interfere with Georgia. With the 
sins of Georgia all before him ; with the negroes 


| unseated from her Legislature, these dear ob- 
ove || jects of party devotion thus spurned, as it is 
isa State by your own admissions and under | 


now assumed; with all this rebellious iniquity 


| before his eyes, he did not think in the last 
is a State by the record of this House; I have || 
proven that Georgia is a State by her compli- | 


spring time that it was necessary for us to do 
anything to maintain a republican form of gov- 


|| ernment in that afflicted State. There has been 
| nothing done since to inspire this sudden de- | 
| votion for the maintenance of arepublican form 
| of government in that region. 

dictate to a State in the organization of her || 


Mr. DAWES. 


Mr. VOORHEES. My time is limited, and 
I cannot yield further to the gentleman. I 
would not do the gentleman from Massachu- 


|| setts injustice at all; but I know his skill and his 
| long service upon this floor, andifI allow himto 


make speech about with me in my time things 
will quit abouteven between us, for the superior 
merit of my side of the case would not more 
than enable me to keep even with his superior 
skill and adroitness. 

But the gentleman from Massachusetts stands 
upon the record where I have placed him, and 
Since his vote here in April last there has been 


no new departure that I have heard of in the | 
State of Georgia from a republican form of || 
He had the whole case before | 
His report of August, 1868, proves | 


government. 
him then. ; : 
that Georgia established a republican form of 


government, and his vote in April, 1869, on | 
| this floor proves that she had maintained that 


republican form of government herself up to 
that time. I know of nothing subsequent to 


his last record to change his front except the | 


President’s message which lies here before me. 
If there are other reasons they are unknown 
tome. Ido not impute improper motives to 


the distinguished gentleman from Massachu- | 


setts, but these are bold, hard facts from which 
there is no escape. 


majority which then said they would stand by 
I had counted upon 


did then, the safety of the State from I*ederal 


| interference. 
Sut to recur to the point that I was con- | 


sidering when the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Dawes] arose, the power of this 


Government to act upon the Legislature of a | 


State. What is the meaning of the phrase, 


‘a republican form of government?” 
| not every irregularity, it is not every violation 


| lican in form. 








I deeply regret to see the | 
gentleman manifest a disposition to get away || 
from the sound position he occupied last spring. | 
|| | regret to find signs of his defection from that | 
‘| acts, and that it is the province and the duty 
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Tt is 


of law which makes a government unrepub- 
If a State government has 
a republican constitution, if its laws are pur- 
suant to the same peradipies, the irregularity 
which pertains to the organization or acts of 
its Legislature is not such a surrender of its 
powers and very existence as to warrant the 


| invasion of that State by Federal authority. 


Who that has experience enough to serve 
upon this floor does not know the troubles that 
surround at times the Legislatures of all the 
States? If illegally unseating members would 
destroy States there would be none now in the 
Union. Nosuch position can be held a moment; 
it falls under the first blow that assails it. If 
the State of Georgia through her Legislature 
has committed errors of this kind it is for her 
to correct them; and it is a matter of history 
that she has taken the only steps she can take 
to do so. The question of the eligibility of 
negroes to seats in the Legislature of that State 


| was properly referred to her highest judicial 


tribunal. There it has been decided that negroes 
under your dispensation are eligible to all the 
offices in the State. What more do you want? 
What more is desired in their behalf? 

Mr. DAWES. Will my friend ailow me to 
put another question ? 

Mr. VOORHEES. Certainly; a question. 

Mr. DAWES. I would like to know if the 
gentleman has any other answer to my inter- 
rogatory except that I am estopped from put- 
ting it? 

Mr. VOORHEES. That is generally held to 
be a good answer. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. DAWES. That may be good enough 
for me. 

Mr. VOORHEES. When the question is 
asked by one who is not estopped it will be 
time enough for another answer. 

Mr. DAWES. I would like to know whether 
the gentleman has any other answer to go to 


| the country except that I am estopped from 
l will not take a moment of || 
|| the gentleman’s time. 


putting it. It is not of much consequence 
whether I am consistent or not. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I think I have already 
answered the question, perhaps imperfectly. 
I hold that when a State ae made a constitu- 
tion republican in form, has organized by the 
election of officers, herlawsin general harmony 
with that constitution, and has perfected her 
relations with the Federal Government, the 
mere irregularity or misconduct of her Legis- 
lature, its unconstitutional acts, do not vitiate 
her republican form of government and do not 


| gall for Federal interference. 


Does the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Dawes] pretend otherwise’; that the unconsti- 
tutional act of the Legislature of the State of 
Georgia in unseating a few negroes, conceding 
that it was unconstitutional, warrants the Fed- 
eral Government in reaching forth its hand, 
crushing that State, hurling the Army into her 
borders, suspending civil law, striking down 
the right of habeas corpus, erecting a military 
despotism there, and governing the people by 
the cannon and the bayonet; does an uncon- 
stitutional act of a State Legislature warrant 
the Federal Government to do these deeds of 


| violence and revolution? And yet they are all 
| authorized by the provisions of this bill. 


Mr. DAWES. If it will not consume too 
much of the gentleman’s time I will tell him 
what I understand by that. I understand that 
whether the United States Government is an- 
thorized to do what he says depends altogether 
upon the character of those unconstitutional 


of the United States Government to decide 
upon such facts. The question is one of fact. 
| agree with the gentleman from Indiana that 
not every unconstitutional act would justify an 
interference; but I hold that there are uncon 

stitutional acts of which a Legislature or a 
State may be guilty that would call upon the 
Federal Government in all its capacities and 
all its fanections to interfere to maintain within 
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the particular State a republican form of gov- | 


ernment. 
exists to-day in Georgia is a question of fact 
now before us. It is a question upon which 
the gentleman and I may differ, but it isa 
question of fact and not of law. Does such a 
condition of things exist to-day in Georgia as 
requires the Government of the United States 





to exert its power under this provision of the | 


Constitution to see that a republican form of 
government is maintained in Georgia? 

Mr. VOORHEES. Iam compelled to de- 
cline to yield further. 

Mr. DAWES. 
man for yielding so far as he has done. 


Mr. VOORHEES. 


ground that Georgia is a State. 
there, whatever may be the ground on which 
other people stand. From that position he 


makes his argument that because of heruncon- | 


stitational legislation the I'ederal Government 
must interpose. Who is to judge of the char- 
acter of the laws of a State? Is it any part of 
our duty todoso? Does the Constitution em- 
ower ustotake under consideration the legis- 
ation of the various States of this country? 
Who ever heard before of a doctrine so mon- 
strous? 
Congress is an appellate court into which the 


acts of a State Legislature can be pursued and | 


here tried and determined ? 

The true theory of our system of government 
is that judicial tribunals are established to try 
such questions. The courts of the States try 
them, and provision is made by which, when 
necessary, they are brought to the Supreme 
Court of the United States, the tribunal of last 
resort, beyond which there is no appeal except 
to the doctrine of revolution. Our system in 
this respect is beautiful in its harmony. 

But when you assert the power of Congress 
to take up the legislation of the several States 
and pass upon its constitutionality the bound- 
aries of our duties here widen as the illimit- 
able ocean and become as confused as the storm 
that beats the ocean into fury. We have no 
guide, no chart, no compass. There is no 
such authority. I utterly deny the doctrine 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts. It isa 
heresy of the grossest kind, Congress has no 
judicial capacity to revise the legislation of 
the States, to determine whether such legisla- 


tion is in accordance with their own State con- | 
If this doctrine was ever before || 


stitutions. 
promulgated on this floor it has never been 
my fortune to hear it. In these times of start- 
ling novelties this is one of the most startling. 
Jt emanates from the acute, sagacious, and 


comprehensive brain of the gentleman from | 


Massachusetts only because by his own sol- 


emnly recorded action upon this subject here- | 


tofore he can now find no other ground on 
which to stand and support this bill—a bill 
substantially the same in its scope and pur- 
poses as the one which met his decided oppo- 
sition in the last session, and to whose defeat 
he contributed so largely. 

But, Mr. Speaker, pot pass to some other 
points of consideration. Was this Legislature 
of Georgia legally organized? A distinguished 
person has said in the recent debates in the 
Senate that it was not. Some comfort doubt- 
less accrues to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts from that assertion ; for an illegally 
organized body could not under certain cir- 
cumstances pass legal and constitutional laws. 


But this charge against the organization of that | 


body is equally as unfounded and unsupported 
by the facts as the assertion that Georgia had 
not complied with the laws of Congress. 


I am obliged to the gentle- | 


Sir, who is to judge | 
whether the acts of a State Legislature are | 
unconstitutional or not? The gentleman from | 
Massachusetts stands now squarely upon the | 
He stands 


Who ever heard it asserted before that | 


Whether such a condition of things | 


‘‘General U. S. Grant, Washington, D. C.,’’ 
General Meade writes as follows: 


‘Both houses of the Legislature of Georgia having 
examined into and decided upon the qualifications 


| of their respective members under the fourteenth 


| structed the 


article constitutional amendment, I yesterday in- 
rovisional governor to communicate to 
each house that I considered their organization legal 


| and withdrew any opposition to their proceeding to 


the business which called them together.’’ 


Here again is a square contradiction between 
two very prominent men. The general, how- 
ever, from whom I quote has the advantage of 
the ground. He was there with every page of 
the law constantly open before him. The 


| country will be likely to receive his statement 


| 


| | 

















as true, and leave my colleague in the Senate 
to that charity which thinketh no evil because 
of such grave and terrible mistakes. 

But after the very able Senator had asserted 
that ‘‘ the Legislature of Georgia was not legally 
organized,’’ he follows it up by another state- 
ment, as if in the nature of an argument, show- 
ing in what its illegality consisted. He says: 

‘*There were a body of men in that Legislature 
numbering from twenty-five to thirty, holding their 
seats in violation of the third clause of the fourteenth 
amendment.” 

Sir, I am amazed at the wild inaccuracy 
here displayed. The exact truth was easily 
attainable. I have ithere. Iholdinmy hand 


| the long, elaborate, and comprehensive dis- 


patch dated at Atlanta, Georgia, July 18, 1868, 
from General Meade to General Grant, cover- 
ing and explaining the whole matter in regard 
to alleged illegal members in the Georgia Le- 
gislature. I submitit entire asa most able and 
valuable paper: 


Heapquarters Tutrp Mivitary District, 
TLANTA, GeorGia, July 18, 1868. 


General U.S. Grant, Washington, D. C.: 


On the 8th instant, having been officially notified 
by the provisional governor of Georgia that both 
houses of the Legislature had reported to him they 
were organized and ready for any communication 
from him, I instructed the governorto communicate 
to both houses that until compliance was had with 
the laws of Congress I considered them as provisional 
and subject to my control, and that I could not con- 
sider either house legally organized until it had 
examined into and decided on the eligibility of its 
members under the fourteenth article, On receipt 
of this communication each house appointed a com- 
mittee to investigate and report. In the senate a 
majority of the committee reported alleligible. One 
member of the minority reported two ineligible. 
Another member of the minority reported nine 
ineligible. The senate, after hearing the report of 
thecommittee and excluding the senators reported 
ageanet rome voting, indorsed and adopted the report 
of the majority declaring none ineligible. his 
action is to-day transmitted to me by tlhe provisional 
governor, who adopts the extreme report of the 
minority, gives his judgment that the action of the 
majority of the committee and of the senate is ille- 
gal. and thatthe nine members are ineligible; states, 

owever, that he has official information that cer- 
tain of these members have had their disability 
removed by Congress, and calls on me to overrule 
the decision of the senate and declare vacant the 
seats of those members reported against by one 
member of the minority whose disabilities have not 
been removed. ; 

I am not disposed to alter the position I have 
assumed that it is the prerogative of each house to 
{udaeot the facts and the law in the cases of mem- 

ers of their houses. I consider I have performed 
my duty when I called their attention to the law 
and required action to be taken under it. I do not 
feel myself competent to overrule the deliberate 
action of a legislative body who report they have 
conformed to the rule I laid down for ent peceaese. 
If [ was tho sole and exclusive judge of the qualifi- 
cations of members I should have exercised my 
perogative before allowing the house to organize. 
construed the dispatch of Mr. Wilson to Governor 
Warmoth, prohibiting any oath but such as the 
constitution pesaerines. as prohibiting any test, in 
advance of thehouse having control and as leaving 
to each house the right to decide. My judgment, 
therefore, is to acquiesce in the decision of the sen- 
ate, and leave to Congress such action as may here- 
after be deemed proper in case the senate has failed 
to comply with the law. To adopt the course pro- 
posed by the provisional governor, and overrule the 
action of the senate, will bring me in immediate 


| conflict with the Legislature and produce results 
|| which, in my judgment, will be worse than allowing 


I again appeal to an authority which no one || 


will gainsay. I appeal to one whose business 
it was to know 7 

words have weight throughout the land. Ina 
dispatch dated ‘‘ Headquarters Third Military 
District, Atlanta, Georgia, July 21, 1868,"’ to 


ereof he spoke and whose | 


afew doubtful members to retain seats under the 
vote of their own body. It is proper that I should 
add that there appears at present no doubt but that 
the congressional acts will be complied with, even 
if members whose seats are questioned are left un- 
disturbed. So far as I can ascertain the trouble is a 
ponseass one, arising out of the contest for United 

tates Senatorship. I should also add that the sen- 
ate, whose action is reported, has a decided Repub- 


LOBE. 
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lican majority, and could have purged itself of 
members as are clearly ineligible. What I desire 

know is whether in your judgment my duty ..” 
quires me to overrule the deliberate act of the «x, 
ate, and judge for myself on the qualifications ,; 
members. I have no doubt of my power int 

premises, but do not feel that I am called on todo 


more than I have done. 
GEORGE g. MEADR, 


Major General. 


Such 


A true copy: 
R. C. Drum, Assistant Adjutant General, 

It will be seen by this dispatch of the office, 
then in command that there were two comm). 
tees, one from each house, raised to inyes:: 
gate and to report upon the qualifications ,; 
members. One person on one of the com 
mittees reported two members ineligible 


: and 
another reported nine. 


Thus there never wer, 
but eleven members of the Georgia Legislatyr: 
whose right to hold seats under the fourteent) 
amendment was ever even questioned, and tha: 
by a minority of but one member in each of tho 
committees. The majority of the committees 
found none disqualified, and so reported. |, 
the Senate General Meade informs us there was 
a Republican majority; yet the report of its com. 
mittee that none were ineligible was adopted, 
as was also the similar report in the house. 
These are the circumstances which have engen. 
dered in distempered imaginations the vision 
of ‘‘twenty-five or thirty men holding their 
seats in violation of the third clause of the 
fourteenth amendment.”’ 

But this dispatch has a still higher value than 
even its complete and thorough refutation of 
the eminent gentleman who stands as the 
author of this bill before the country. In it 
General Meade lays down the wholesome and 
true doctrine broadly and with emphasis, 
‘that it is the prerogative of each house to 
judge of the facts and the law in the cases of 
members of their houses.’’ He enforces this 
view at length, and construes the laws of Con- 
gress under which he and Georgia were both 
acting to require no more. When the two 
houses performed this duty Federal interfer. 
ence was concluded. It is upon this precise 
question, however, that the Executive now 
recommends the destruction of the State. The 
reason he assigns for this movement to ejec' 
Georgia was the exercise of this ‘‘ prerogative 
of each house to judge of the facts and the law 
in the cases of their members.’’ After stating 
in his recent message that ‘‘all the acts then 
required of them by the reconstruction acts of 
Congress ’’ had been performed, the President 
proceeds to state the only complaint which he 
makes. He says: 

‘*Subsequently, however, in violation of the con- 
stitution which they had just ratified, as since decided 
y the supreme court of the State, they_unseated tho 
colored members of the Legislature and admitted to 
seats some members who are disqualified by the third 
clause of the fourteenth amendment to the Consti- 
tution, an article which they themselves had con- 
tributed to ratify.” 

Upon this statement of grievance asa cause, 
which he admits has been remedied by judicial 
action, follows the conclusion of the President 
as now embodied in the measure under discus- 
sion. He therefore now takes direct issue with 
General Meade as to the right of the Legis- 
lature to determine the qualifications of its own 
members. He holds that a State may be in full 
and harmonious relations with the Constitution 
of the United States and all the laws of Congress, 
and yet if her Legislature exercises this right 
which every State in the Union has exercised 
unquestioned from the foundation of the Gov- 
ernment up to the present hour, and her action 
may be contrary to his partisan wishes, he 
rushes here and asks Congress to empower 
him to send the Army against her and humble 
her, as it is boldly avowed, into obedience— 
obedience not to law, for that he admits she has 
given, but obedience to a spirit that knows no 
law higher or purer than its own selfish pur 
oses. That is his position now; and it takes 
ut a moment to show that it is assumed with: 
out any consistency with his own record and 
with a total and shameless disregard of his 
former committals. 
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In the close of the dispatch of July 18 it will 
he observed that General Meade asks for the 
‘,dgment of General Grant on his construction 


of the laws of Congress in regard to the powers | 


and prerogative of each house of the Legis- 
iqture in Seating Or unseating its own members. 
rhis long and very important telegram reached 
General Grant while in the West, far from 
ear-wig advisers of mischief; and in 
reply he sent the following to the brave and 
lamented Rawlins, by whom it was forwarded 
to the commander of the South : 

DENVER, CoLORaDO, July 21, 1868. 
Ter General, Meade’s ——— just received. 
His conclusions ero “ppm U. 8. GRANT, General. 

[ here also submit the approval which the 
course of General Meade then received from 
other high officials and party leaders. I hold 
in my hand a telegram to Governor Warmoth, 
of Louisiana, dated June 30, 1868, which reads 
as follows : 

We think that persons disqualified under the four- 
teenth article of the amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States are not eligible to your Legis- 
iature. This is to be determined by the respective 
houses, bat ue att oom a re the oath 
prescribed by the piatg MES. F. WILSON, 


Chairman Judiciary Committee. 
GEORGE 8. BOUTWELL, 
J. F. FARNSWORTH, 
li. B. PAINE, 
Reconstruction Committee. 
Sir, we have seen very clearly what the con- 
clusions were which are here approved. They 
were made by General Meade upon the exact 
ointunder consideration. They were fully and 
elaborately stated, and the questions involved 
remain unchanged from that hourtothis. Will 
some friend and admirer of this Administration 
tell me and tell the country why the legal 
opinion of the President in regard to the func- 
tions, powers, and duties of State Legislatures 
in December, 1869, is so diametrically opposed 
to his opinion on the same subject, governed 
by precisely the same facts, in July, 1868? I 
would gladly learn how the great and lofty 
statesmanship wherewith we are now blest can 
make these fea and crooked leaps and yet 


buzzing, 


negro suffrage of one 


|| majority of the free people of Indiana. 
| States, the oldest of the Union, have been | 





tenet staan 





first consent to assist in breaking down the 
popular will of many other States. A fierce 
dread is upon the minds of political leaders in 
regard to the fate of this favorite amendment. 
We saw distinguished gentlemen at the last 
session, whose States overwhelmingly repudiate 
it, coercing Virginia, Mississippi, and Texas 
into its adoption. But the coercion stops not 
with them. I here proclaim on this floor and 
in the hearing of ail my colleagues who sup- 
port this measure and this Administration that 
there is a popular majority in Indiana against 

hundred thousand votes. 
Poor manacled and chained Georgia is driven 
like a slave to assist in subverting this vast 


|| forced on the peril of their lives to put their 


|| fifteenth amendment. 
| the name of Indiana in the list. 


| shoulders to the infamous task. One more is 
needed to overturn the constitution and the 


laws of the State which I in part represent, | 
_and this odious bill drags forward another | 


| reluctant agent of tyranny, wrong, and revolu- 
tion. 


Secretary of State was read at our desk an- 
nouncing the States which have ratified the 
I heard with amazement 
Could Ihave 


|| obtained the floor I would then have denounced 


retain the respect of its followers. At Denver, | 


before he attained his present summit of power, | 


he approved the sound maxims of the Constitu- | 
tion, as enunciated by General Meade, and fur- | 


nished a complete and crushing answer to the |, 


proposition now made in his message as well 
as to every argument produced in favor of this 
atrocious bill in either branch of Congress. 
Where is the influence that has thus uprooted 
the faith of the Executive in his own deliber- 


ately expressed sentiments upon a vast national || 


question? What arguments have wrought this 
absolute and radical change? Where are his 


considerations? He does not deign to disclose 
them. 


] humiliates ber. 
|| degradation. 


the statement as untrue and the imputation 
' unjust and slanderous to the people of that 
State. There is no party there in favor of it 
beyond the desperate leaders who receive their 
commands from this Capitol. We have our 
| own local constitution on the subject of suf: 
| frage, and withit wearecontent. It was ratified 
| by nearly the whole people, irrespective of 
| party, within the last twenty years. No one has 
| asked for a change. 

| In the canvass before the people in 1868 it 
| was incessantly proclaimed by all my colleagues 
| on the opposite side of the House, and by both 
| Senators heme Indiana, that negro suffrage was 
not to be forced upon northern States; that 
the will of the people of such States was to be 
respected, and that the tyranny of Federal 
coercion was only to be exercised on the down- 
trodden plains of the South. How soon the 
usurpation has spread! How rapidly the con- 
tempt for popular government has enlarged 
its boundaries! Indiana is to bow her bright 
head tothe dust. Itis not her own act that 
She has not ratified this 
At the proper time I will dem- 
onstrate that the action of a.mob could as 
| well place a provision in the Constitution of 
the United States as the action of a few law- 
less members of the Legislature who were 


|| afraid to meet their constituents on this issue. 


No explanation breaks his famous | 


silence, and I here leave him impaled and | 
exposed to the view of the country on the point | 


of his approval of that interpretation of the 


reconstruction laws which denied to the Fed- | 


eral Government any authority or right to 


examine or determine the eligibility of mem- | 


hers of a State Legislature under any circum- 
stances whatever. 


But, Mr. Speaker, there is one new feature | 


in the proposed measure which has fastened 
itself upon it like a guilty parasite of power 
since this movement was launched. One more 
condition has been attached to the existence 
ofa State. Party necessity, which drives with 
a hard whip hes spoon forward its devotees 
with a sharp and cruel spur, here prescribes 
that Georgia shall ratify the fifteenth amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States. 
It is not enough that she by her own laws has 
been compelled to permit the negro to vote and 
tohold office, butshe must submit to become the 
tool of unscrupulous politicians who are seek- 
ing to force negro suffrage upon States and 
constituencies that are opposed to it. 

Before Georgia can be taken by the hand as 
within the Union under this bill she must 


| I will hold up to scorn the wretched despera- 
| tion of party despotism in Indiana. But well 
knowing, as all men do, that Indiana will never 
of her own free will accept the political part- 
nership of the negro, one of her Senators has 


upon her by enforced action of other States. 


| He marshals Virginia, Mississippi, Texas, and | 


Other | 


A few days since a communication from the | 


| 








been conspicuous by his efforts to rivet the chain | 


now Georgia, into line as slaves, and with a | 


lash in his hand overthem he commands them 
to apply the lash to the naked back of his own 
State. Section eight of this bill is the scourge 
prepared by him for his own constituency. He 


holds Georgia by the throat and promises her | 


deliverance only upon the condition that she will 
commit a political felony upon the citizens of 
Indiana. The Senator himself, with his acknowl- 
| edged high ability, cannot persuade or compel 
the peo ‘le of his State to accept negro suf- 


frage. Hetherefore finds four helpless, gasping, | 


| 
| 


| 


| 


dying Commonwealths in the desolated regions | 
of the rebellion and goads them by the sharp | 


and merciless necessities of mortal extremity 
to assume the revolting task of forcing odious 
laws on an unwilling people. 
be less consistent witha generous nature to 
tempt a starving man with a morsel of bread 
| to commit a larceny than is such a course of 
legislation as we find here with the great and 


It would hardly | 
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lofty attributes of a true statesmanship. It is 
the very depravity of party ; it is the heteie 
main of low politics by which to cheat the people 
out of their dearest birth- right. 
Sir, 1 have ever aimed to stand by the peo- 
e in every encroachment upon their rights ; 
do so now. This bill is avast stride of power. 


| It crushes States wherever it goes; it binds 
i] 


Georgia again in fetters, but reaches beyond 
her borders ; it comes with its malignant spirit 
of force and overturns the institutions of that 
noble people whom I represent. In their name 
I denounce its approach ; in their name | record 
my vote against it. It is their right to make and 
maintain a constitution for themselves. This 
right is stricken down by this bill. Georgia is 
forced to become the executioner of the liberties 
of my constituents. They are notin favor of the 
fifteenth amendment; I speak now for men of 
both parties ; yet the eighth section of this bill 
makes Georgia enforce it upon them, and this 
section was drawn by the Senator from Indiana, 
[Mr. Morron.] It is not the right of a negro to 
vote that is here involved ; itis the right of white 
men that is here taken away. The section is here 
for the purpose of depriving the voters of Indi- 
ana oftheir free expression upon a great ques- 
tion of fundamental, constitutional law. It 
makes up the issue. With full faith in the 
capacity of the people of Indiana to judge cor- 
rectly and to decide intelligently between the 
friends and enemies of popular liberty within 
her borders I remit this issue to them. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE obtained the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands 
that an agreement has been made between 
members on both sides of the House parceling 
out the floor for the time remaining for the 
discussion of this bill. He will carry out that 
agreement only if it is agreeable to the House. 
The gentleman from Wisconsin is under that 
agreement entitled to twenty minutes. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, [ was not 
at all aware till this moment that | was to be 
limited in this discussion to twenty minutes. 
I supposed I was to have an hour at my dis- 
posal. Iam greatly embarrassed, but | must 
be content under the circumstances, especially 
as my friends on this side are to have some of 
the time I expected to occupy. 

Mr. Speaker, it is one of the most painful 
considerations to gentlemen on this side con- 
nected with the discussion of all these so-called 
reconstruction measures that whatever argu- 
ments may be adduced, whatever facts may be 
presented, however conclusive the reasons 
urged against them they are sureto pass. They 
have in general been determined upon in party 
caucus by the party in power and all consid- 
eration with reference to the merits foreclosed. 
I have no idea that any thing I can say at this 
time will have any effect upon the action of the 
House. The party demands the passage of the 
bill, and it must pass. It is a party measure, 
and party interests must be subserved though 
the Republic be destroyed. 

Sir, the House of Representatives has pretty 
much ceased to be a deliberative body, where 
measures for the public welfare are originated, 
considered, and passed upon. All the work 
here is determined by the party in power, and 
this House is made the mere recorder of its 
will. It appears to be so with this bill. It 
only awaits the hour fixed to be enacted into 
a law. 

As for myself, I have discussed at length 
several times before this House all the questions 
of reconstruction, all the questions involved in 
this bill, with the exception of the one of turn 
ing the State of Georgia out of the Union after 
she has been once admitted under your recon- 
struction laws—all except the re-reconstruction 
of the State. This, sir, is by far the most 
important question yet presented in all these 
extraordinary proceedings. It involves not 
only the question of the power or right of Con- 
gress to consider Georgia as having committed 
acts excluding her from or placing her out of 
the Union, but the further question of whether 
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Congress can after having readmitted her turn 
her out and remit her to a state or condition of 
tutelage. 

I have no difliculty with either of these ques- 
tions. Georgia was one of the original States 
ofthe Union. That she attempted to secede | 


do not deny, but that she did succeed, that she | 


ever ceased for one moment to be a State in 
the Union, I do most emphatically and solemnly 


deny. If by any means she accomplished her | 
purpose of seceding from the Union, then the | 
war with all its sacrifices of life and property | 
But I need not | 


was a most miserable failure. 
consider or argue that question for the purpose 
of opposing this bill. That sheis now a State 
in this Union every department of the Govern- 
ment has in some form or other officially de- 
clared. That she is a State, and that she has 


at all times been a State in the Union since its | 
formation, the honorable gentleman from Mas- | 


sachusetts {Mr. Dawes] here on this day and 
on this floor admits and declares; that she is 
the State of Georgia is no less than seven times 
affirmed in the bill now under consideration ; 
that she is a State in the Union no gentleman 
here or elsewhere has ever been able by any 
fair or logical argument to deny. And now if 
she be a State in the Union, whether by being 
one of the original States to form the Union 
or by the laws of reconstruction and her read- 
mission under them, by what authority, what 
warrant of legitimate power, can she be inter- 
fered with by this bill? By what right can 
Congress enter her domain and dictate to her 
the laws she may enact, the constitutions she 
shall ratify ? 

‘The making of laws by a State is the exer- 
cise of the highest sovereignty; that sover- 
eignty resides primarily in the people of the 
State and can be exercised only in accordance 
with the willof the people by their delegation, 
their authority. Congress has no sovereign 
powers except such as are expressly granted 
to it in and by the Constitution. Sovereignty 
does not come down from Congress; it is in- 
herent only in the people; Congress has no 
right to intervene under the clause of the Con- 
stitution requiring it to guaranty to the States 
a republican form of government, because 
there is no charge or pretense that the govern- 
ment of Georgia is not republican in form. 

‘The entire extent of the charge even that her 
enemies make against her is that by her Legis- 
lature she illegally, in violation of her constitu: 
tion and laws, excluded certain members from 
their seats. The fact that this was done in 
violation of her constitution and laws shows 
conclusively that her government as such is 
not at fault; that the government of the State 
is republican in form and excludes the idea of 
Congress having a right under that pretense to 
intervene. The Legislature of Georgiain rela- 
tion to these excluded members has done noth- 
ing but what it had a right to do. It was con- 
sututed the judge, the sole judge, of the election 
and qualification of its members. It decided 
what it had the right to decide, what this House 
is doing daily with reference to its members, 
and if it decided erroneously it was no more 
than this House has, in my judgment, repeat- 
edly done since I have been a member thereof. 

But who of us is prepared to say even that 
that decision of her Legidletese was not in ac- 
cordance with law? ‘The supreme court. of 
the State has made no decision in the particu- 
larease. Who of us can say that the Legis- 
lature erred even in its decision? It was its 
duty to decide, and the presumption is that it 
did its duty and decided in accordance with the 
requirements of the law. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Burier} did not, as I recollect, attempt to 
place his case upon that action of the Legisla- 
ture of Georgia. He has a pretense for the 
intervention of Congress; and what is that 
pretense? It is that there have been within 
the borders of the State of Georgia murders, 
assassinations, and other crimes committed 
since she was readmitted into the Union. Mr. 
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Speaker, in what State of this Union have not 
crimes been committed; in what States have 
not murders and assassinations been commit- 
ted since Georgia was readmitted; and in 
what State has there been more horrid and 
terrible crime committed than in the gentle- 
man’s own State of Massachusetts ? 

But do gentlemen seriously contend that 


| because crimes have been committed in a State, 


because murders and assassinations have been 
committed, this Congress has therefore the 
right to intervene and turn that State out of 
the Union, and place herin acondition of tutel- 
age aud reconstructits government? Why, if 
that be the case, why should we not intervene 
in the case of Massachusetts? Massachusetts 


|| has murders and assassinations and other 


crimes committed within her borders; I doubt 
not nearly or quite as many as in Georgia. 
And why should we not take her in charge, 
turn her out of the Union, and reconstruct her? 

I hold in my hand, Mr. Speaker, a paper 
containing another charge against the State of 
Massachusetts. I find that in the adminis- 
tration of Governor Andrew he authorized or 
caused an investigation to be made into the 
state and condition of the insane in the State 
of Massachusetts. A report was made, and I 
send to the Clerk’s desk to be read an abstract 
of that report, that we may see whether it is 
not proper and right that we to-day should 
intervene in the case of Massachusetts to pro- 
tect from the barbarous treatment the insane 
people of that State. 

The Clerk read the following extract from 
the New York Evening Post, headed *‘ Hor- 
rible treatment of lunatics in Massachusetts :”’ 

“Some revolting disclosures of the ill-treatment 
of insane persons in the Massachusetts. poor-houses 
are made in an official report from the investigating 
commission recently appointed by Governor Andrew. 
The commission consisted of Josiah Quincy and Drs. 
Hitchcock and Storer. After visitation and careful 
examination, the commission reports that the public 
hospitals for the insane in the State are properly 
managed, except that a preference is shown for the 
foreign over the native insane; but the treatment 
of the lunatics by the overseers of the poor is de- 
nounced in severe terms as barbarous and shameful. 

“There were during the past year, as gathered 
from official documents, eight hundred and eleven 


insane persons held in custody at the various town 
poor-houses in the State, nearly all of whom, as 


town poor, were necessarily of native origin, and | 


many of whom had never been subjected to curative 
treatment in a hospital. The commissioners have 
found also that a great many insane were in confine- 
ment at the State alms-houses. Their real number 
seem never to have been officially reported, but it 
must amount to several hundred, which, added to 
those above mentioned, would givea total of over a 
thousand insane persons held in confinement by 
public authorities in Massachusetts who are yet 
without the slightest benefit of hospital treatment. 

‘*‘ Among the instances of cruel treatment the fol- 


lowing are cited: under the inclined roof of an out- | 


building connected with a poor-house, a situation 
where. the inmates have suffered intensely from cold 
in winter and heat in summer, the commissioners 
found a man and woman confined in what were in 
fact cages, on the opposite side of a narrow passage- 
way that led to a small window in the gable end of 
the building. There was no ventilation, and the 
walls and ceiling were foul with excrement. The 
commissioners were informed that these poor crea- 
tures had been kept there for many years with only 
the variety of being transferred trom one ¢age to 
another when it was necessary, in the language of 
their keeper, ‘to clean them out.’ 

“In ene of the town alms-houses an incurably in- 
sane pauper was found in a narrow, filthy cell or 
cage, who a few years ago in the same place lost 
most of his toes and more than one half of one foot 
by freezing. He is still confined in the same cold, 
dark, and non-ventilated cage, the stench from which 
is horrible. 

“These cages were by fur the most painful that 


came under the observation of the commission, but | 
there were others where the treatment, although | 


well intended, was entirely unfitted to the condition 
or comfort of theinmates. Insome places they were 
found locked up in strong rooms like felons, men 
and women naked, their beds a bundle of straw, and 
fed only like wild beasts, through the doors. | 

“The subject is to be brought to the attention of 
the Legislature.” 

Now, sir, if a murder in a State now and 
then should subject the State to the control 
and reconstruction of Congress, much more, 
it seems to me, should the State be recon- 
structed that neglects the poor unfortunates 
described in that article and permits them to 
suffer and be treated in the manner stated. [ 


I] 


| 


| 
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have read of no horror in Georgia that o., 
compare with this horrid treatment of the wh a 
in Massachusetts. . 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [M 
But er] insists that the people of the Stat, 
of Georgia have forfeited their State govern. 
ment, all their rights in the Union, and 7 
jected themselves to the control of Congress 
in consequence of the murders and crime. 
which they had committed. Does the gentlo. 
man have no apprehension that in this admis. 
sion, in the establishment of this preceden; 
he subjects his own State when the time shai} 
come, if come it may, when a different party 
organization controlling in Congress and ento>. 
taining similar views of its powers to the lik» 
reconstruction, to the same disposition tha: 
he would now make of Georgia? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I deny utterly that suc) 
acts as those charged against the State oj 
Georgia, or any similar acts of the few myy. 
derers and assassins that may happen for the 
time being to be within her borders, ean author. 
ize or justify the intervention of the Federa| 
Government in her affairs under any provision 
of the Constitution; and yet this bill directs 
the Governor of Georgia to summon all per. 
sons elected to the General Assembly of the 
State and commands that body when assem. 
bled what it shall do. Was there ever a propo. 
sition so monstrous? But it does not stop 
here. The seventh section provides— , 
_That upon the application of the Governor of 
Georgia the President of the United States shal! 
employ such military or naval forces of the United 
States as may be necessary to enforce and execute 
the preceding provisions of this act. 


hat 


Now, suppose the gentlemen elected should 
neglect or refuse to assemble when summoned 
by the Governor, the military and naval forces 
will of course be called out, because the “ Pres- 
ident shall,’’ upon being called upon, employ 
them. ‘The President will have no discretion. 
He ‘‘shall’’ is the language of the bill. And 
sir, what a spectacle will then be presented of 
the President of the United States engaged 
with the land and naval forces pursuing through- 
out the State of Georgia the fugitive members 
of her Legislature to compel them to assemble 
and ‘execute the provisions of this act,’’ to 
compel them to ratify the fifteenth amendment 
of the Constitution. Was there ever so absurd, 
so preposterous a proposition? Can folly or 
wickedness go further? And will not such pro- 
ceedings be the free act of the State of Geor- 
gia? And will she not when that shall have 
been done freely and voluntarily have ratified 
the amendment to the Constitution? Will not 
her people and will not the people of our re- 
spective States respect, revere such a Consti- 
tution so ordained? Shall we not respect the 
Representatives, when they come here, of a 
people who are abject enough to submit to such 
degradation, such dishonor’? 

Gentlemen say that it is not to enforce the 
ratification of the fifteenth amendment, because 
the fifteenth amendment is referred to in a 
subsequent section. But what is the language 
of the sixth section, which immediately pre- 
cedes the one in which the Governor is author- 
ized to call for troops? That section is as fol- 
lows: 

That it ishereby declared that the exclusion of any 
person or persons elected as aforesaid, and being 
otherwise qualified, from participation in the pro 
ceedings of said senate or foues of representatives, 
upon the ground of race, color, or previous condition 


of servitude, would be illegal and revolutionary, and 
is hereby prohibited. 


Now, suppose the Legislature undertakes to 
do precisely what that section says they shal! 
notdo? Section six embodies the entire fl: 
teenth amendment so far as it relates to repre: 
sentation. The provision of the seventh section 
is that the Governor may call for the militia, 
for the Army of the United States, to enforce 
upon the Legislature the principle at least 0! 
the fifteenth amendment. Can such action 
of the Legislature be considered the voluntary 
act of that people? Is this the exercise of the 
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vereignty which the people have conferred 
»non the Legislature of the State of Georgia? 
“The provisions of this section are to be en- 
freed at the point of the bayonet. It matters 
very little whether the adoption or ratification 
of the fifteenth amendmentis to be so enforced 
or not. It is not pretended that the fifteenth 
amendment can be enforced or that it is bind- 
ing upon the other States as a constitutional 
amendment unl it shall be ratified by the 
requisite three fourths; but in Georgia, by the 
.ixth section of this bill, which is to be enforced 
by the Army and Navy, the provision is to 
be operative as a congressional enactment. 
Thus the Army and Navy are to be used to 
enforce in the State of Georgia an unconsti- 
tutional act; and this, too, upon men who by 


the same act are to swear to support the Con- | 
Can reckless | 


stitution of the United States. 
and unauthorized power go further? 

In order to make binding upon the several 
States the fifteenth amendment it is necessary 
that the State of Georgia should ratify it. But 
it may be forced upon her without the Consti- 
tution being amended, without its being rati- 
fied, simply as an act of Congress. It is made 
binding upon the other States by the ratifica- 
tion of the States upon Georgia by the sword! 
This is the consistency of this Congress; and 
this is the condition upon which Georgia is 
again to be represented on this floor and in the 
Senate: she must swallow all these provigions 
or remain unrepresented. 

Mr. Speaker, for myself I now and here de- 
clare I hope the people of Georgia will never 
accept that alternative. I know well they will 
not unless they feel themselves forced to do it. 
| would not myself consent to have that fif- 
teenth amendment thus forced upon the State 
of Wisconsin and the other States of the Union 
if by any power of mine I could Pieerte it. 

I tell you, Mr. Speaker, and tell this House, 
that unless the people and States do resist the 
enforcement of that amendment by such means 
as this bill provides, and resist it successfully, 


the Constitution and the liberties of this people | 


are destroyed; the Republic is not worth 
saving; republican government in this country 
is a sham, a delusion, and a snare. 

This bill establishes slavery in the State of 
Georgia; it destroys republican government 
there; it overthrows all the republican insti- 
tutions of the State; it turns the State out of 
the Union; it sets up in place of the republican 
government of the State a most heartless and 
grinding despotism; it, as a precedent, men- 
acesand jeopardizes every State in the Union; 
it destroys the Union itself, and is another fear- 
ful stride toward a consolidated, centralized 
despotism. 

I do not, I will not believe the people of this 
country will submit and suffer their liberties 
thus to be taken fromthem. They have already 
borne much and more than I would have 
believed. Congress is fast absorbing all the 
powers of this Government; and not of the 
lederal Government only, but the governments 
ofthe States. If not checked in its mad career 


one by one it will dismantle the States and | 


invest itself with all the governmental powers 
of the Republic. Already it has awed the 
President into submission to its dictation by 
preventing his exercise of the executive powers 
except in subordination to its will. The Su- 
preme Court, too, has fallen under its ban ; its 
Jurisdiction is invaded, hedged about and soon 
tobe virtually destroyed. During this discussion 
it has been treated with contempt; stigmatized 
by gentlemen as old and superannuated. The 











next advance will be the House of Representa- || 


tives upon the Senate. More than once has it 
been threatened on this floor. The Senate, 
unconscious perhaps of the mutterings which 
we are hearing, is aiding the House in accom- 
plishing its overthrow. But, as sure as time 
rolls round, the other codrdinate branches 
of the Government disposed of, the popular 
branch, as it is called, the House of Repre- 
sentatives, will commence to aggrandize itself 


| this bill. 
like milking a he-goat in a sieve. [Laughter. ] || 
| 1 do not presume to undertake to change the 


| cism. 


| dent. 


| party. 


| It has no possible parallel. 


' 
ty 


by the overthrow of the Senate of the United 
States. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. COX. I know very well, Mr. Speaker, 
that it is impossible for this side of the 
make any impression as to the final result upon 
Our speaking would be very much 


result of the final vote in this matter by any 
words of mine, especially as we are so limited 


| in time. I deem it to be our duty, however, to | 


place our objections to this monstrous bill upon 
record. 

The title of this bill, ‘‘ to promote the recon- | 
struction of the State of Georgia,’’ is a sole- | 

If Georg® is a State the billis a usurp- | 
ation; if Georgia is not a State the bill should 
be an enabling act for her admission. If she 
is a State already she is already constructed, 
and it cannot be done again; if she is not a 
State the bill is absurd, for she has no Legis- 
lature to meet, take oaths, commit perjury, be 
reorganized, exclude or admit members, or 
ratify amendments to the Federal Constitution. 

Not alone the title, but the measure is incon- 
gruous. It has no justification, unless by an 
illogical appeal to the passions and prejudices | 
of members. All legislation thus founded is | 
intrinsically vicious. 

It is now nearly five years since General | 
Grant assisted in the ‘* whitewashing’’ report. 
He declared the South to be content and fit for 
representation. He told the truth. 
inquire what has made the change in his opin- | 
ion. My friend from Indiana [Mr. Vooruegs | 
has done that. Now in his message (and the 
only part applauded here) the President con- 
gratulates us upon the ‘‘ closing of the work of 
reconstruction,’’ by the proceedings in Missis- 
sippi, Texas, and Virginia to be crowned by 
congressional approbation, yet in a previous 
paragraph he advocates the undoing of the work 
in Georgia. While putting on the roof he 
undermines the foundation. The work, if kept 
up at this rate, will take as much time as the 
wanderings of Ulysses of the Odyssey, and the 
modus operandi is very like the work of 
Ulysses’ wife, who unraveled by night what her 
hands did by day, waiting for the advent of her 
lord by a very silly waste of time and labor. 

This high-handed proceeding has no prece- 
It has nothing like a precedent. It is 
an advance on Radical audacity. It transcends 
all we thought possible to be attempted by that 
Admitting all that Radicalism claimed 
to have the power to do with recusant or alien 
States, this bill is a reckless dash to the fore- 
front of all their past advances in usurpations. 
For it there is no 
palliation or excuse, unless it be excusable to 
ruin the fabric of our polity. 

According to the message Georgia has done 
all that the reconstruction acts required. She 
has ratified her constitution, elected officers. 
The Governor and Legislature have been in- 
stalled. The President says ‘‘she has done 
all required by the reconstruction acts.’’ Sub- 
sequently *‘she unseated colored members,’’ 
and, as is alleged, she admitted white members 
who were not qualified. Thisis the extent of 
her offending. Jor this she must be over- 


turned ; for this she is to be returned to her || 


non-age ; for this the Navy and the Army, by 
the seventh section, are to enforce the revolu- 
tion; for this she is to remain unrepresented 
here until she conforms to the code of Congress 


ouse to || 
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cesses may determine should be discarded ; for 
this the form and structure of the Government 
is to be remodeled on centralized ideas. If 
this be not worse than secession I do not un- 
derstand it. Itis the ‘* gospel of anarchy and 
the philosophy of dissolution.’’ ; 

Was it for this the soldiers fought twenty-six 
hundred battles? Was it for thisthata quarter of 
amilliondied? Was it for thisthat the immense 
war debt was made? Mr. Welles tells us in his 
last report (not yet printed) that the war cost 
us $9,000,000,000! This includes the receipts 
during the war and since for war debts, the 
present debt less cash on hand, the pensions, 
capitalized, local debts and expenditures, and 
the losses and expenditures of the confederate 
States. These sacrifices of life, limb, and money 
are the cost of the unfaithfulness of men to the 
compact of the Union. It is $1,000,000,000 a 


| year for nine years, or the wages at $500 per 


Sg of two millions of men for nine years. 


t isa burden whose immensity is incalculable, 
for itis yet to be fully felt. Its consideration 
and compensation is to be found, Mr, Speaker, 
in the establishment of a principle iad & pre- 
cedent which allows a Federal Congress to dis 
band the States at its will and remand them to 
the condition of vassals! 

I listened to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. BurLer] for the excuse or reason for 
this stupendous usurpation of power. Surely it 


| must be a great and overruling reason to justify 


| such action. 
I will not || 


What is it? That the Legislature 
of Georgia actually had practiced the ordinary 
usage of parliamentary bodies ingrafted on 


| every constitution that they themselves should 
| be the judges of the qualification of their own 


members. I know it is said that there has been 


| violence and murder in Georgia. A white sen 


ator was killed by a negro, for example ; he was 
a white Radical, Senator Ashburn, killed in a 
house nameless byme. Doubtless so longas bad 
government continues in Georgia under Federal 
intervention, social unrest, and military repres- 
sion there will be crime. So there has been 
violence and crime in other States, and will 
be to the end of time; but who is to judge 
of its penalties? What has the Federal Con 
gress to do with it? Where is the power under 
our system todeal with such violence by ’ederal 
action? Where in this is the reason of a 


| sweeping law destroying the institutions of a 
| whole people for the delinquency or crime of a 


| few? 


We overturn not alone the Legislature, 
but invalidate its acts, destroy its courts, af 


| fect its judicial judgments, divorce marriages, 


bastardize children, uproot and overturn all 
the social with the political order; and all for 
what? A bad white senator of Radical politics 
is killed by a negro! This is reconstruction, 


| and the bill ‘‘ promotes” this! 


Suppose there are a majority of the people 


| of Georgia ‘‘ disloyal’’ to-day ; does that fact 


, 


give the power to Congress? May Congress 


| for this fact destroy their institutions? We are 


not in a state of war, or if we are it is not a 
war between alien enemies. If it is a war still 
between a portion of the people in insurrection 
and the General Government, what of the rights 


| of the faithful minority not ininsurgency? No 


purpose however good, no poner how- 
ever rigorous, should mislead us. In seeking 
to reconstruct or redestroy Georgia by this bill 
we become the violators and rebels whom we 


| seek to subdue or punish, 


and make negro suffrage for New York and || 


the country ; for this, and this only, the prece- | 
dent is set for all time that aState, recognized 
as such eo nomine by every Department and by 


| Congress and by this bill, is to be suspended 


| 


1 


of its functions, blotted out of the family, and 
made the captive of the Federal power; for 
this a precedent is set by which Congress can 
do the same by other States wheneverit pleases ; 
for this it may do the same, not by one or two | 
or ten States, but by as many as the remaining | 


I listened to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Bur_er] for the justification of this 
bill under our form of government. He used 
two kinds of fallacies ; the argumentum ad pop- 


| ulum, which appeals to the oe and preju 


United States after elimination by these pro- !! 


dices of the multitude; and the argumentum ad 
misericodiam, to the sympathy of the hear« 

for the wrongs ofthe Radicals and poor negroes 
of Georgia. This may be all admitted. He 
may prove what no one denies. It does not 
follow, however, that because we disapprove 
of this bill we approve of murder, or negro 
exclusion from Legislatures, or suffrage. There 
is not an honest man on either side but may 
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join the 


against this bill. 
It must be justified, then, on better grounds 


than the commission of crime, and the appeals 
Nor will it do to 


to prejudice and passion. 
say that the reconstruction acts were violated, 


and therefore that Georgia must be remitted | 
to her old condition of vassalage. I chaiienge | 
any one to show a syllable in the reconstruc: | 
tion acts or amendments where Congress 


required of Georgia to admit negro legislators. 
Point it out! I may be mistaken in this. 

Mr. WOODWARD. You are right. 

Mr. COX. My respected friend from Penn- 
sylvania assures ant am right. I —e_ 
any one to show that Congress reserved the 
right to reject Georgia for the violence or 
crimes of some of its citizens. Point out the 
condition! Negro office-holding is not one of 
the conditions. Negro suffrage may be; that 
was conceded to the negroes. 
went far to conciliate you, gentlemen. They 
passed a resolution offering to submit the ne- 
gro office-holding question to the courts, Rad- 
ical courts, and the Radical Governor vetoed 
it. Besides there is no necessary connection 
between legislative offices and suffrage. Be- 
cause negroes voted in Georgia it did not fol- 
low they were qualified by law or education for 
legislators; and if it were so, there is no 

ower here to supervise that possessed by each 

Sennath of a Legislature over the qualifications 
of its own members. 

llow, then, is this bill justified ? 

1. By the war power? 

{ know Mr. Attorney General Hoar has de- 
cided recently in Weaver's case that Texas was 
in a state of war. I know, too, that in this he 
is overruled by the Supreme Court. This bill 
does not recognize a state of war in Georgia; 
and such is not the fact. The Governor may, 
however, by this bill call on the President for 
troops and create war. In thisconnection the 
character of this Governor Bullock becomes 
pertinent and important. I would not, from 
what I hear, trust him with war powers, nor 
with the lives and liberties of the people of 
Georgia when the bayonet is at hiscall. What 
a spectacle have we here? This Governor of 
a sovereign State creeping about our Halls to 
beg Congress to kick his State, his trust, his 
charge, out of the Union and into anarchy and 
war. He asks that he may be allowed to 
jeopard all that is dear in home rights. Very 
beautiful the spectacle when it transpires that 
this Governor, who seeks thus to degrade his 
State to a colonial, territorial, or subjugated 
condition, is himself charged with malversation 
in office as to funds, &c., and is here seeking 
to escape impeachment by changing the organ- 
ism of the State and the character of the jury 
whomaytryhim! Bettersuch a gubernatorial 
Bullock were brought to the slaughter than the 
State. 

But it may be the only reason to be given for 
this bill that Georgia is at war. At war with 
whom ; with the United States; with Con- 
gress? What is the casus belli? The expul- 
sion of a few negroes and the admission of a 
few white men disqualified. Absurd! Yet 
this is by far the strongest ground, where all 
the grounds are specious, for this bill. The 
bill regards all the people of Georgia as pris- 
oners of war, paroled or flagrant. It disposes 
of their domestic rights as if they were con- 
quered and the United States Congress their 
conquerors. Better at once adopt the sugges- 
tion of a Radical Senator, and insert a clause 
commanding the military to put Georgia and 
the amendment “ through.” 

2. It is justified on the ground that this bill 
isan enabling act for anew State. Did Georgia 
ever lose her statehood by secession? o. 
Bat if she did, and there is any vigor in the 
reconstruction acts, she was reéstablished. She 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


entleman in his horror of outrages 
and his desire to remedy them, and yet vote 


The Georgians || 


House. 
teenth amendment to the Constitution. She 
was regarded for the highest purpose of a State 
as in the Union, the peer of the proudest of 
the States. 
8. But it is said this is a procedure under the 
clause of the Constitution guarantying a ‘‘re- 
publican form.”’ 
does any one deny that Georgia has not a 
republican form of government? Perhaps the 
| gentleman means to guaranty a Republican 
party to Georgia. Come, come; be honest, and 
| say so. Unless gentlemen on the other side 
have made an oligarchy or monarchy, or some 
form other than republican, by their own pet 
reconstruction acts, then bas Georgia that 
republican form already. id it change that 
form for her Legislature to judge, each branch 
for itself, of the qualifications of its members? 
Then is every State including the Federal Gov- 
ernment other than republican. If it is not 
republican in form to ostracise men for ‘‘color, 
race, or previous condition,’’ and if this pre- 
vails in Georgia to her undoing, it prevails to 
some extent in Republican Massachusetts. Are 
not white men refused votes there and refused 
seats in the Legislature of Massachusetts unless 
they reside six months in the State, pay a cer- 
tain tax, can read a line in the Constitution, 
and write theirown names? Are not citizens, 
inhabitants of Massachusetts, debarred from 
being legislators in that State unless they are 
long residents; representatives, how long I 
know not, but senators five years? Their con- 
dition of servitude is just the length of time 
required for the alien to be a voter.* If Massa- 
chusetts be not republican, what is to become 
of us; what shall we speak and how shall we 
sing of the Pilgrim fathers? 

Will you make Georgia more republican by 
this bill; is it any evidence of republicanism 
that you compel Georgia to adopt an amend- 
ment against her will and in harmony with 
yours ; is it republican to override the popular 
or State volition? That brings me to the main 
feature and object of this measure. 

I will not go over the ground so ably occu- 
pied by others to show the futility of such a 
ukase to Georgia as this which commands her 
to adopt the fifteenth amendment. No wonder 
bills are introduced to reconstruct the United 
States Supreme Court as to its personnel and 
its functions. In view of such legislation as 
this it would be well not to weigh these polit- 
' ical questions in the judicial scales of deliber- 
ation. A tribunal so calm as the Supreme 
Court, aloof from the sudden, partisan pulsa- 
tions of this House and of the country, must 
itself be ignored in order to enforce such a 
measure of absurd and illegal duress. That 
tribunal might declare the function of Congress 
exhausted when it proposes amendments, and 
it might declare the function to compel their 
adoption to be audacious presumption. An 
amendment adopted by the votes of States 
who are forced to adopt it by threats of dis- 
franchisement in Senate and House ; adopted 
under duress of military espionage and repres- 
sion, adopted under threats which you dare 











not address or point at Ohio or New York, is | 


not worth: the consideration of the Dogberrys 
of the law. Itis saying to other States—to 
New York and Ohio, ‘‘ We will make you take 
negro suffrage; ay, and carry it out in your 
States by Sereepaete legislation ;’ we will 
supervise by Federal police of our own your 
elections and your Legislatures. We will doit; 





*I refer to a note furnished me by Mr. Dawes, the 
member from Massachusetts, which truly states the 
qualifications of voter and legislator. 

To bea voter in Massachusetts one must be twenty- 
one years of age, and not a pauper ora person under 
guardianship; must reside inthe State a year and in 
the town six months; pay a tax assessed within two 
years, if not exempt from taxation; and shall be able 
| to read the Constitution in the English language and 
| write his name. To be a memberof the house one 


made a new constitution. It was coddled to must have been an inhabitant of the district for 


suit the command and genius of Congress. Her || 
Representatives were here under it in the last |! 


which he is chosen one year at least; and to be a 
senator he must be an inhabitant of the common- 
wealth jive years. 


OBE. 


es gO 


The State was counted in the four- | 
| do that, but with 


| ress will validate contracts, and involu 


E || are as responsible as voluntary. 
Well, what is meant by that ; 


i| 
| 


| 
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i 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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is in for negroes, not for whites. 


| of the ‘‘ peace”’ party. 


_ adopted. 
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. —- ’ 


not just yet, by coercing you, for we dare 
bayonet and threat u 
other States coerce others weaker than 
to vote the amendment which bind 


them.”’ 


hot 
pon 
you 
re : 8 you wi 

Will that stand? If it does, then 4 
ntary acts 
2 S as Under the 
old Turkish constitution the ulemas were per- 
mitted to interpret the law, but if they inter. 


| preted it against the will of the Grand Seignor 


they were to be pounded to death in a mortar 

When this is done not only is the statehood 
of Georgia gone, but that of New York also 
Their equality and dignity are gone, ‘, 
indissoluble is dissolved and the irrevocable is 
revoked. Let gentlemen hesitate before tho, 
take this leap from Niagara! Iam sorry thes 
the —— (Mr. Butter] who reported 
this bill has forgotten his old Democratic 
teaching, which forbade the intervention of 
the Federal Government in the domestic affair, 
of the States. By suchintervention dissolution 
and anarchy are inevitable. 

The contradictions of this bill are manifo|q 
and manifest. Georgia is called a State; yet, 
as the gentleman who represents my old dis. 
trict in Ohio [Mr. Winans] said last night, 
it is doubtful whether Georgia is in or oyt! 


I doubt not his doubts are honest; but what 


a@ commentary on your reconstruction acts! 
You have made not your consciences, but your 
thedties and plans as elastic as India-rubber, 
You stretch it with your caprice, and you call 
this statesmanship! Georgia is neither in nor 
out. She requires a Cesarian operation. She 
is neither dead nor alive; dead for predatory 
objects, alive for revenge and penalties; she 
It is in for 


| judicial purposes, out for military; in for 
| taxes, ont for representation ! 


It is a State 
full of prisoners of war under the benign reign 
She is free to vote 
if she votes the will of Congress! She has 
a civil Governor who is ordered to call ona 


_ military proconsul. 


If she is a State Congress cannot coerce her; 


hence she must be something else ; and if that 
_ something else, she cannot adopt the amend- 


ment at all. All this is done under the cry of 

eace, the breach of which is provoked by this 
pill. The consummation of this ‘‘ republican 
form of government’’ is reached by threats of 
ostracism unless the fifteenth amendment is 
The popular will—the essence of 
republicanism—is disregarded, to guaranty 


| nota republican but a despotic form of gov- 





ernment. The whole system is abnormal, in- 
congruous, imperfect, and malicious. It dances 
on its head and thinks with its heels. Itisa 
mass of crude contradictions and grotesque in- 
versions. But it will be done; it is foregone ; 
Georgia isdoomed. ‘‘ It is easier,’’ said an old 
orator when urged to justify the murder of Geta 
by Caracella, ‘*‘ to commit than to justify a par- 
ricide.’’ The classics furnish a similar case of 
reconstruction in the myth of the soceress who 
cut up the body of her father and threw the 

ieces into her diabolical caldron to renew 
its youth! The result was not satisfactory to 
parent or child. This bill may be promotive 
of reconstruction, but I fail to see it. It may be 
called such. Bottom’s dream was s0 called 
because it had no bottom. 

In these divergences of opinion which we 
may all tolerate in each other here and be hou 
est where shall we look for our guidance’ 
Where, if not to the supreme tribunal appoin'ed 
to decide such questions? Go to the United 
States Court! In yonder old Senate Chamber 
there sit the appointees of your President Lin 
coln in large majority. The Chief Justice |» 
had similar questions before him, and the cou"! 
have authorized him to speak the fiat. J» the 
case of Texas vs. White and Chiles, 7 Wallace, 
page 700, he has said: . 

“The union of the States never was a purely arti- 
ficial and arbitrary relation. It began among ('e 
Colonies and grew out of common origin, mutual sy!- 


pathies, kindred principles, similarinterests,and ge0- 
graphical relations. It was confirmed and strength- 
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—————— 
ened by the necessities of war and received definite 


d character and sanction from the Articles of 


form, an By these the Union was solemnly 


Confederation. 


to . . 
declarernd to be inadequate to the exigencies of the 


: » the Constitution was ordained to ‘form a 
country tet Union.’ It is difficult to convey the 
tien of indissoluble unity more clearly than by these 
eis. What can be indissoluble if a perpetual 
(pion made more perfect, is not ?. ae 

“But the perpetuity and indissolubility of the 
Union by no means implies the loss of distinct and 
individual existence, or of the right of self-govern- 
ment b 

rs of the States were much | 
the Dover not delegated to the United States nor 
prohibited to the States are reserved to the States 
eo vectively or to the people, And we have already 
had occasion to remark at thisterm that ‘the people 
‘reach State compose a State, having its own gov- 
ernment and endowed with all the functions essen- 
tial to separate and independent existence ;’ and 
that ‘without the States in union there could be no 
euch political body as the United States,’ (County 
of Lane vs. Lhe State of Georgia.) Not only, there- 
fore, can there be no loss of separate and independ- 
ent autonomy to the States through their Union 
under the Constitution, but it may not unreasonably 


maintenance of their governments are as much 
within the design and care of the Constitution as the 
preservation of the Union and the maintenance of 
the national Government, The Constitution in all 
its provisions looks to an indestructible Union com- 
posed of indestructible States. fe 
“When, therefore, Texas became one of the Uni- 
ted States she entered into an indissoluble relation. 
All the obtigattons of perpetual union and all the 
guarantees 0 republican government in the Union 
attached at once to the State. The act which con- 
summated her admission into the Union was some- 
thing more than a compact—it was the incorporation 
of anew member into the political body, and it was 
final. The union between Texas and the other States 
was as complete, as perpetual, and indissoluble as 
the Union between the original States. 
no place for reconsideration or revocation except 
through revolution or through consent of the States. 


“The Supreme Court of the United States have | 
Yet the | 


decided that Texas is a State in the Union. 
legislative branch have solemnly enacted ‘that be- 


fore the States of Virginia, Son and Texas | 


shall be admitted to representation in Congress their 
several Legislatures which may be hereafter lawfully 
organized shall ratify the fifteenth article which has 
been proposed by Congress to the several States as 


an amendment to the Constitution of the United | 


States.’ ”’ 


The inference is clear that Georgia is a | 


State, entitled like the rest to an unbiased and 


unforced vote on the amendment. So the court | 


will hold. If this be not enough, if still you 
hold that Georgia, like the other insurgent 
States, was under the heel of the conqueror, 
then, now that the war is done, there is another 
code for your guidance. Read the international 
law; it says that the condition of the State 
ante bellum obtains at the end of the war. The 
doctrine of post limine applies ; it applies for 
a great, good, and wise purpose; it applies 
because it has in it the balm of healing ; it is 
amnesty, restoration, health ; itseeks no repris- 
alsin peace and asks no penalties after the bitter 


fruits of war have been harvested and consumed; | 


it is the spirit of human and divine forgiveness 
in a larger and more benignant sense than has 
et been illustrated in our national legislation. 
t would like the Roman build a bridge of gold 


‘be perpetual.’ And when these Articles | 


>the States. Underthe Constitution though || q . 
Be restricted, still '| Georgia. 


There was || 


TH 


Wednesday of January next. 
son that impelled me to make that motion is 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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Indeed, the rea- || himself such in the war for the Union, is this 


day by authority of the law the military com- 


that the bill sent to us from the Senate of the || mander of the department of Georgia, and by 


United States is in conflict with every letter of 
the past legislation of the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States on the subject of reconstruction. It 


| its express language he is charged with the duty 


of protecting all persons in their rights of per- 


ted | son and ae of bringing to trial and to 
is in conflict with the express order of General || judgment al 


criminals, and of intervening to 


Grant, now the President of the United States, || stay the hand of the civil authorities in Georgia 


then General of the Army, acting under the 
law of reconstruction in 1868, in regard to 
It is in conflict with the utterance 


| of the Attorney General of the United States 


in relation to Virginia, upon the construction 
of all your reconstruction acts; and it is in 
conflict with all the past legislation of the Con- 
gress of the United States and of the interpreta- 


| tion of your Constitution. 


For this reason I ask that the bill may be 


_ postponed until the third Wednesday of Jan- 


uary next. If I should utter no further word, 


| if there be truth in what I have said, the 
he said that the preservation of the States and the | 


majority of this House should postpone it. 
But here we are limited to twenty minutes’ 


| discussion, shut off from a reference to the rec- 











that all citizens may return again over tho | 


seething waters to the former national fellow- 
ship. This bill has not this spirit. It is not 
from above ; its oaths show this. Its inspira- 
tion is hate, and it comes from below. It pours 
no balm in the wounds of war; it tears them 
open, green and bleeding; it adds fresh fuel 
to the dying embers. If I were a Georgian, 
Mr. Speaker, as I am an American, I would wel- 
come with open hands to hospitable homes the 
whole military satrapy of the Federal Union to 
my State rather than be made the unwilling 
instruments of this Congress to redestroy my 


frage on sister States, and crawl beneath this 
new yoke of abject submission. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
that I am limited, in the discussion of a ques- 
tion of this magnitude, to twentygninutes. 
18 not in the power of any man to do justice 
to a question of this sort in so limited a time. 

esire to say that I have no occasion to 


ord, and asked to decide a question by passion 
which ought to be decided in the light of the 
calm deliberation of reason and under the 
obligations of an oath. 

The honorable gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Bur er, ] the chairman of the Com- 


be remedy in the Congress of the United States. 
I agree with him. There is nothing in my rec- 
ord that needs explanation in this behalf. I 
agree with him, and stand here for the equal 
protection of every human being in the land, 
without regard to his color and without regard 
to his nativity, in his rights of person and prop- 
erty, and for the equal protection of every cit- 
izen in his political rights. 

But this is not the bill before us; it offers no 
additional protection to any man, black or 
white, in his rights or person. It is ap 
— to make an appeal of that sort to this 

Louse; and it is equally gratuitous to attempt 
here to bring to the support of this measure the 
recommendation of the President of the United 
States. I happen to know, and therefore I say 
it, that there is a single line in this message 
which he never intended to be there, that he 
does not stand by to-day; and that is the line 
that refers to the imposition of the oath en- 
joined by the reconstruction act upon the mem- 
bers of the Legislature. The whole context 
of his message shows that what he meant was 
the imposition of the requirement of the third 
section of the fourteenth article of amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States. Why 


does he say, in concluding his message, ‘‘ The | 


maintenance of the plighted faith and a fulfill- 
ment of the obligations of the nation, the equal 
protection of all persons in every place under 
the Constitution and the laws, and the equal 


| rights of the States’’—why does he say that if 
| he meant that you should impose one oath on 


Georgia and another on Virginia and Ohio? 


| mittee on Reconstruction, yesterday said that || 
| forthese frequent murders, for these denials of | 
right to the people of Georgia, there ought to 





i 





| 





| 


whenever it may be necessary to subject offend- 
ers to trial by military tribunal. 
text of that law: 


I refer to the 


“Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the President to assign to the command 


of each of said districts an officer of the Army not 


below the rank of brigadier general, and to detail a 
sufficient military force to enable such officer to per- 
form his duties and enforce his authority within the 
district to which he is assigned. 

“Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of each officer assigned as aforesaid to pro- 
tect all persons in their rights of person and property 
to suppress insurrection, disorder, and violence, an 
to punish or cause to be punished all disturbers of 
the public peace and criminals; and to this end he 
may allow local civil tribunals to take jurisdiction 
of and to try offenders, or, when in his judgment it 
may be necessary for the trial of offenders, he shall 
have power to organize —a commissions or tri- 
bunals for that purpose; and all interference under 
color of State authority with the exercise of military 
authority under this act shall be null and void. 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all persons 
eo under military arrest by virtue of this act shall 

e tried without unnecessary delay, and no cruel or 
unusual punishment shall be inflicted ; and_ no sen- 
tence of any military commission or tribunal hereby 
authorized affecting the life or liberty of any person 
shall be executed until it is approved by the officer 
in command of the district, and the laws and regu- 
lations for the government of the Army shall not he 
affected by this act, except in so far as they conflict 
with its provisions.” 

Sir, I stand by that law; and in that wise | 
dispose of this cry to pass this bill in post- 
haste lest somebody may be murdered. Why, 
sir, if the bill proposed to afford additional 
protection to property and life, whether the 
persons to be protected were members of the 
Legislature or not, I would stand for it. But 
it is no such bill ; and with this remark I dis- 
miss that part of the subject. 

I wish to say further, in passing, that this 
bill, for the first time in the history of the 
American Republic, lays at the feet of the 
Executive of a State tne power at his pleas- 
ure to enforce or dispense with a national act. 
The bill puts the Governor of Georgia above 
all the people and their laws. The honorable 
gentleman who represents the committee in 
the haste of speech on yesterday made the re- 
mark that the Governor is compelled by the 
bill to convene the Legislature forthwith. Sir, 
there is no such provision in the bill. He is 
ee forthwith to make his proclamafion 
for the convening of the Legislature on a day 
certain to be named by him. I quote the lan- 
guage of the bill, ‘‘to be named in said proc- 

amation.’’ He may name a day before or 
after the third Wednesday of January ; he may 
name the third Wednesday of February, or the 
third Wednesday of April, or the third Wednes- 
day of next December, and you cannot gain- 
say it. 

The bill, sir, is not worthy of a moment's 
consideration in the House of the Representa- 


I wish to say further that the act of recon- || tives of the people, and for one, no matter what 
| struction, which underlies this entire legisla- 
| tion, which was passed on the 2d of March, 


enjoined upon the Legislatures only the oath of 
ualification require 


If you are 


reconstruction laws, do you propose to apply 


|| the oath that had regard to the qualification 


| of voters? 
I regret, Mr. Speaker, | 


It | 


retract any part of my past record in anything | 


I may this day say in favor of postponing the 
further consideration of this bill until the third 





thing. I dismiss it, therefore, and say no 
more about it. 

I have said that this bill offers protection to 
no human being, except simply to the Legisla- 
ture in meeting and taking theirseats. That pro- 
tection is extended to them already by your 
laws. Your act of the 2d of March, 1867, is in 
full force in Georgiato-day. General Terry, an 


| honorable, upright, and true man, who proved 


, 1867, and which on its face applies to Georgia, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





The President meant no such || his pleasure in his discretion. 


| 


party dictation may say, I stand here todeclare 
that I shall record my vote against it. It does 
not become the Representatives of the people 
to be dragooned in any such manner into legis- 


by the third section of || lation which touches not merely the rights of 
the fourteenth article of amendment to the || the 
| Constitution of the United States. 


; ) Y | going to apply all the oaths arising under the 
State, degrade its position, force a debased suf- | conan 


eople of Georgia, but touches the rights 
of all the people of this Republic. 

I deny, sir, the right of Congress to lay the 
executive power of a national law at the feet 
of a State official to be exercised or denied at 
I know not, sir, 
by what title Governor Bullock or any other 
Governor of any State comes here to demand 
any such thing at our hands. I know that by 
the literal language of this bill—and I challenge 
any man to gainsay it—this Legislature is to be 
forthwith summoned to meet on a day certain 
to be named by the Governor, not by us. Why, 


| sir, if there is anything settled under the Con- 


stitution of the United States this 1s settled : 








284 


L 


that whatever rights are conferred, whatever 
duties are enjoined under the Constitution of 
the United States upon the Government of the 
United States they are to be executed, put in 
force, carried out by its own executive, legis- 
lative, or judicial officers without asking the 
vonsent or concurrence of any man of any State 
exercising the functions of a State official. 

Mr. Speaker, in reading this bill I have 
deemed it my duty to take counsel from that 
grand intellect who for long years by his learn- 
ing, by the purity and dignity of his life, shed 
luster upon the highest judicial tribunal not 
only of our own country but of the civilized 
world. In consulting what he said touching 
this question of the obligation and the right 
of this Government to execute its own laws 
through its own officials I find Justice Story 
using this language: 

‘The natural if not the necessary conclusion is that 
the national Government, in the absence of all posi- 
tive provisions to the contrary, is bound”’— 

Not authorized, but bound— 

““‘throngh its own proper departments, legislative, 
judicial, or executive, as the case may require, to 
carry into effect all the rights and duties imposed 
upon it by the Constitution.”’ 

The daty is imposed upon the Congress of 
the United States by the Constitution to pro- 
vide securities for property and life in the 
insurgent States until they shall be restored to 
their representative powers in the Union of the 
States. This duty being imposed upon Con- 
gress, it is bound, in the words of Story, to 


execute its laws through the officials of the | 


United States. 

Why, sir, suppose this oflicial of Georgia saw 
fit not to summon the Legislature of Georgia 
for a twelvemonth, what remedy have you? 
There is no sanction in this bill, sir, that will 
compel him to disebarge that duty. There is 
no penalty in it to operate upon him. It is 
left to his diseretion; and if there be anything 
settled in law it is that where discretionary 
power is conferred by law the party exercising 
iL is not to be challenged afterward. 

Sir, I cannot consent, no matter what the 
pressure of party may be, to stultify myself. 
Look through your reconstruction acts, and in 
every one of them you devolve the duty upon 
officers of the United States Army to carry into 
effect their various provisions, subjecting them 
to the innumerable penalties of the Articles of 
War in case of disobedience of orders issued 
under and in pursuance of the laws. Irinally, 
under a recusant President, in order that the 
law might not fail of execution, you transferred 
the power to the then General of the Army, 
now President of the whole people, lifted by 
their suffrage to the Chief Magistracy of the 
Union. 

Am I to be told that the President has asked 
the Congress of the United States in his mes- 
sage to pass this law? I deny it, sir; he has 
asked no such thing. 1 know he has recom- 
mended that without delay you shall authorize 
the Governor of Georgia to convene the Legis- 
lature. That is not this bill; it is not in his 
recommendation. General Grant did not mean 
by the words ‘‘ without delay ’’ that Congress 
should make and without deliberation pass a 
bill however much in conflict with the spirit of 
the Constitution, with the traditions of the Re- 
public, and with the written laws of the Ameri- 
can people, lest perchance somebody may say 
that somebody else would get an advantage by 
the assembling of the Legislature of Georgia. 

Mr. Speaker, I regret that on a subject so 
grave and soimportantas this ] am compelled to 
speak with such baste and without the delib- 
eration that the subject itself demands; but so 
itis, aud 1 bow to the requirements of the 
moment. 


It is said that this action is only in order to || 


secure. the ratification of the fifteenth amend- 
ment. Allow me to say that there is in my 


judgmentnothing which human ingenuity could 
contrive 80 likely to lead to the defeat of that | 
great, just, and righteous measure as the enact- 
Why, sir, what is 


ment of such a law as this. 


| 
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the fact? The house of representatives in 
Georgia ratified that amendment before its 
adjournment. That ratification was postponed 
inthesenate. Bywhom? By the direct inter- 
vention and votes of our own friends, by Gov- 
ernor Bullock and others, until January next. 


| Gentlemen say if they meet in January they 
| will not complete what they have begun. It 
has been finished in the house and only sus- | 
pended in the senate by the vote of our own | 
Do gentlemen say they will not trust | 
ourown friends, and especially our friends who | 


friends. 


have followed the advice of Governor Bullock ? 


Let us try, and if they refuse after their pledge, | 


as I claim to have been given by the joint res- 
olution whatever may have been said to the 
contrary, to obey the decision of the supreme 


judiciary of their own State to reinstate the | 


colored citizens, then we will have additional 
reason for intervening in the affairs of Georgia. 
In the mean time any bill you may introduce 
charging with its execution officers of the Army 
of the United States for the protection of life, 
liberty, and property in Georgia I am ready 
to support; but this bill, sir, cannot command 


_ my support, at least without some amendment. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, one word more. I have 


| remarked the act of 1867 has made the only 
| limitation on the qualification of members of 


the Legislature in Georgia those specified in 
the fourteenth article of amendment. This 
bill superadds qualifications. 

Before I take my seat, as the Chair signifies 
that the sands of the time allotted to me have 
run out, I desire to move that the further con- 
sideration of this bill be postponed until the 
third Wednesday of January next, which is 
yrecisely one week after the meeting of the 
coctieiens of Georgia. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not call the previous ques- 
tion, on the suggestion you made, in the hope 
that the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
But er, | after he shall have spoken, will allow 
me to have a vote on the motion to postpone. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 
the motion to postpone will be the first one 
voted on when the hour of three arrives. 


TUK CHRISTMAS RECES8S. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
to yield the floor to the gentleman from In- 
diana, [Mr. Nisiack,] who has a resolution 
to submit which it is necessary to move now. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I offer the following con- 
current resolution for adoption : 

Resolved by the House of Repreeentatives, (the Sen- 
ate concurring,) That the recess provided for by the 
concurrent votes of the two Llouses, and to commence 
on the 22d instant, be, and is hereby, extended from 
W ednesday, the 5th, to Monday, the 10th day of Jan- 
uary next. 


Mr. KELSEY. I object. 
The SPEAKER. The resolution may come 


up as a question of privilege, after the pending | 
d 


bill is disposed of; but it cannot be proceede 
with now without unanimous consent. 


RECONSTRUCTION OF GEORGIA——AGAIN. 








| and assisted in the framing of that act. 
| declared that those States had adopted cons; 
_ tutions republican in form, and it declared t) 





| the subject was referred. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I yield || 


to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Farns- 
worth | fifteen minutes. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I feel 
compelled to support the motion of the gen- 
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it 


at 


when the Legislature of any of those State 
should have ratified the fourteenth amendmen, 
to the Constitution, and by a solemn legislatiy. 
act declared its acceptance of such funda. 
mental conditions as were incorporated jn this 
act, the State should be admitted. One of i}, 
conditions was that the State should not amend 
its constitution or ~_ any law with the view 
of depriving any of its citizens of the right io 
vote who were entitled to vote under its eo). 
stitution. There were some other condition: 
with which it is not worth while taking up th 
time of the House. : 

Among the provisions of the constitution of 
Georgia thus approved by Congress was one 
providing what oath the Legislature of Georgia 
should take. It is not claimed that the mem. 
bers of the Georgia Legislature have not taken 
that oath, the oath which was prescribed by 
act of Congress. The Legislature took that 
oath, ratified the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution, and by solemn legislative act did 
declare its assent to the fundamental conditions 
which were incorporated in the act of Congress 
as part of the conditions on which the State 
should be admitted. The State of Georgia, 
therefore, complied in letter and in spirit with 
every word of the act of Congress which pro- 
vided for its admission. 

At the time the Legislature convened there 
was some’ correspondence between Ceneral 
Meade, who was in command of that district, 
and\the Governor-elect, Mr. Bullock, with re- 
spect to the qualifications of members. And | 
desire here to call the attention of the House of 
Representatives to that correspondence, with- 
out attempting to read it, for my fifteen min- 
utes wedi not admit of reading it in extenso. 
I will state that it was complained by the Gov- 
ernor to the general commanding that some 
members of the house and senate were admit- 
ted to seats who were disqualified by the four- 
teenthamendment. The general communicated 
a dispatch which had some time before been 
sent to the Governor of Louisiana by the chair- 
man of the Judiciary Committee of the House, 
(Mr. Wilson, of Ilowa,) by Mr. Burien, of 
Massachusetts, by Mr. Pang, of Wisconsin, 
and myself, to the effect that the only oath that 
could be administered to a Legislature was the 
oath preseribed by their constitution, and which 
had been approved by Congress; while it was 
at the same time intimated that it was incum- 
bent on the Legislature to purge itself of all 
the members who were ineligible under the four- 
teenth amendment to the Constitution. Gen- 
eral Meade directed that the Legislature should 
act with reference to that amendment, and 
purge itself of the members who were not 
qualified. A committee was appointed in both 
houses of the Legislature of Georgia, to whom 
The committee ex- 
amined the question with reference to every 
member against whom it was charged that he 


| was not eligible; and it made a report to each 


house, both a majority and a minority report, 


| the majority report declaring, I think, that there 


. . | 
tleman from Ohio, [ Mr. Brnciam, ] to postpone |, 
the consideration of this bill, and, in default of | 


that motion succeeding, I shall be constrained || 


to vote against the bill. 

I know it is said that this bill has passed 
the Senate with great unanimity, so far as the 
Republican party is concerned. 


That is an | 


argument worth more or less as it may strike | 


differently the minds of different gentlemen. | 


| To me itis not an argument sufficiently cogent 
| to compel me to vote in opposition to my own 


judgment. 
Mr. Speaker, the Congress of the United 


States on the 26th of Jane, 1868, passed an act | 


to admit the States of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Louisiana, Alabama, and 
Florida to representation in Congress. 1 was 
a member of the Committee on Reconstruction 





was no one ineligible, andthe minority report 
declaring that there were several ineligible, 
part of whom had been relieved of their dis- 
abilities by act of Congress. The houses o! 
the Legislature of Georgia adopted that report 
which declared that none of the members were 
ineligible. 

Mr. Speaker, who in the House of Represent: 
atives doubts that the Legislature of Georgia 
had a right to investigate that subject ; not only 
that they had the right, but that it was their 
duty, in accordance with the instructions ot 
General Meagle, to make this investigation ’ 

Now, Mr. Speaker, with reference to the 
ineligibility of these members, I wish to say '0 
the Toms that neither this House nor the 
Reconstruction Committee had any evidence 
before them—and what I mean by evidence 15 
such evidence as would be admissible in a court 
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of justice—that any of these members were 


ineligible. _2 ¢ 
(Governor and the opinions of some other gen- 


tlemen. 
(jovernor, to : 
House to the opinion of General Meade, in 


time: uss 

“There is one point in regard to the admission of 
the State of Georgia to which [ feel called upon to 
make special allusion. When the Legislature was 
bt vened by the provisional governor and Governor- 
elect the question arose whether, as military com- 
. ander, L was called on to inquire into the eligibil- 
= of the members, either under the United States 


jaws or the constitution of Georgia. The conven- 


‘on of Georgia had in its ordinance calling an elec- 
tion directed that all returns should be sent to the 


military commander of the district, who was re- 
quested to issue the necessary certificates of election. 
fn carrying out this request of the convention I 
deemed my duty, simply required that I should give 
‘he member having the greatest number of votes the 
-rdinary certificate of election, and that it would be 
‘or each house to decide on the eligibility of those 
members whose seats were on any grounds contested. 
While 1 admitted, as district commander executing 
the law, I was to see that no one ineligible to office 
under the fourteenth article constitutional amend- 
ment should be allowed to take office, I did not see 
-hat in the ease of a parliamentary body I was called 
on to decide on the qualifications of the members. 
in this view I was sustained by a telegram sent to 
me for my information from the War en 
which had been sent to the Governor of Louisiana 
and the military commander of the fifth district, and 
which I quote: i 
WASHINGTON, June 30, 1868. 

fo Governor WarmoutH, New Orleans: 


Wethink that persons disqualified under the four- 
teenth article of the amendment to the Constitution 
jature. ‘This is to be determined by the respective 
houses, but no oath can be imposed except the oath 
prescribed by the State constitution. 

AMES F. WILSON, 
Chairman Judiciary Committee. 
GEORGE §. BOUTWELL, 
J. F.FARNSWORTH, 
Hi. E. PAINE, 
Reconstruction Committee. 

“Tt will be seen by the above telegram that the 
listinguished gentlemen whose names were attached 
were of the opinion, first, that no one ineligible to 


oflice under the fourteenth article could take a seat | 


in the Legislature; second, that the respective houses 
were to judge of the question; third, that no oath 
testing this eligibility could or should be prescribed 
in advance of the meeting of the Legislature. These 
views being in accordance with my own, I acted on 
them, and was present at the organization of the two 
houses of the Georgia Legislature, to the. members 
declared in my order as having the highest number 
of votes, there being administered only the oath 
prescribed by the State constitution. After these 
houses were organized, the provisional governor 
informing me officially of their organization, but 
that, as far as he could learn, no steps had been 
taken to test the question of the eligibility of mem- 
bers under the fourteenth article, I replied to the 
governor that until the State was admitted to rep- 
resentation the Legislature and all the officers were 
only provisional, and subject to the paramoupt 
authority of the district commander, and that in the 
exercise of this power I should consider all acts 
of the Legislature null and void until satisfactory 
evidence was presented to me that each house had 
purged itself of ineligible members under the four- 


teenth article, provided there were any such ineither | 


house; and I desired the provisional governor to 
communicate these views to each house. On the 
receipt of this letter each house at once ordered an 
investigating committee and inquired into the qual- 
ification of each member, and duly reported this fact 
through the provisional governor, stating at the 
same time that neither house had found any mem- 
er ineligible, 

‘The provisional governor, in transmitting these 


communications, expressed the opinion, founded on | 


evidence presented to him, that several members in 
both houses were ineligible, and called on me to 
¢xercise my power and require said members to 
vacate their seats. On reflecting upon this subject I 
could not see how I was to take the individual judg- 
ment of the provisional governor in the face of a 
solemn act of a parliamentary body, especially as 
trom the testimony presented I did not in several 
cases agree with the judgment of the provisional 
eovernor, The question was simply whether in the 
‘onstruction of a law and in considering the facts of 
individual eases I should make myself the judge or 
take the opinion of the provisional governor in the 
‘ace of the official information that a parliamentary 
bedy had gravely and formally through a commit- 
tee, examined, reported, and acted on these cases. 
My judgment was decidedly that I had fulfilled my 
cuty in compelling the houses to take the action 
they had, and that having thus acted I had neither 
the authority, nor was it politic or expedient, to 
overrule their action and set up my individualjudg- 
ent in opposition. By an inspection of the tele- 
gram sent July 18, and the reply of the general-in- 
chief, July 23, it will be seen that my views and 
actions were approved.”’ 


f the United States are not eligible to your Legis- | 


We have only the opinion of the | 


With reference to the opinion of the | 
I wish to call the attention of the | 


snosition to the opinion of the Governor. I | 
read from the report of General Meade at that || 














| by General Grant. 


| speech recently delivered in Albion, New 


ot nt 


The acts of General Meade in the course 
which he pursued were approved at the time 
He goes on to say: 


“‘T allude thus in ertenso to this subject because 
his excellency the Governor of Georgia, in a public 
York, is 


| pleased to attribute the failure of Georgia to be 
properly reconstructed to my action in failing to | 











surge the Legislature of his political opponents, he 
1aying advised me, when he urged such action, that 
his friends had been relieved of their disability by 
Congress.” 


It is proposed now to go back and overturn | 


the action of Congress and the action of Gen- 


eral Meade, approved by General Grant, then | 


General-in-Chief; to eat our words and stultify 
ourselves, and for what? To put the entire 
power of the State of Georgia in the hands of 
one man and to put at his back the further 
power that the President shall—they are not 
willing to leave it with the constitutional pro- 


troops as he may ask for to carry out his views 
in this matter. Without waiting for insurrec- 
tion or rebellion, without waiting for any vio- 
lation of law, without declaring for what cause, 
the Governor may call on the President for 
troops, and the President shall supply him with 
such troops as may be necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this act. Iam not surprised 
at the appeals which come to us from Georgia 
for God’s sake not to put this power, so great, 
so dangerous, in the hands of a civilian, but if 
the power is to be given to anybody, that it 
shall be given to the military commandant of 
that State, who has his responsibility to the 
military power of the Government. 

It is said that we should take this course for 
the purpose of ratifying the fifteenth amend- 
ment. Why, sir, when we passed the act of 
June, 1868, we only required that the States 
should ratify the fourteenth amendment; and 
we have as much right to overthrow the action 
of any other State which has not ratified the 
fifteenth amendment and which we thus recon- 
structed and say, ‘‘ We will reconstruct your 
reconstruction, and you shall ratify the fif- 
teenth amendment and any other that Con- 
gress may see fit to refer to you.”’ 

Why, sir, we had the evidence before the 

teconstruction Committee only yesterday 

morning in the admission of the Governor of 
Georgia himself that his friends defeated the 
ratification of the fifteenth amendment. The 
question was asked, Why did they do that? 
Why were your friends willing to sacrifice the 
fifteenth amendment for the purpose of purg- 
ing your Legislature? ‘The answer was that 
his friends were not willing to sit and vote with 
men who they thought were ineligible under 
the fourteenth amendment. A weighty reason 
that. 

It is said that it is necessary to pass this bill 
in order to reseat the colored members of the 
Legislature. I donot believeit. If I believed 
that it was necessary I might possibly strain a 
point and, if the bill was amended in some 
respects, vote for it. But the Legislature of 
Georgia, as is proved before the Committee on 


| Reeonstruction and this House—and I have the 


documents here in my hand—the Legislature 
of Georgia, apparently in good faith, passed a 


| joint resolution reciting that there were various 
| Opinions, that there were disorders, and that it 


was necessary for the public peace that some 


| of these questions should be settled, and pro- 


viding that a case should be made up to the 
supreme court of that State for its decision 
upon the question of the right of colored men 
to hold office. That resolution was vetoed by the 
Governor of Georgia. Why? He says it was 
not an act of good faith. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I now yield 


| vision—but the President shall send him such | 


to the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Pane. ] | 


Mr. PAINE. As a basis for the remarks 
which I am about to make in support of this 
bill I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read ex- 
tracts from three different documents tending 


to throw light upon the, facts in thiscase. The | 


first is a portion of a report of Brevet Major 
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General Alfred H. Terry, dated August 14, 
1869, : 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Extracts from the report of Brevet Major General 
Alfred H. Terry, dated August 14, 1869, 


**T have delayed making the report thus called for 
until the present time in order that [ might become 
acquainted with the condition of affairs in Georgia 
before expressing any opinion in regard to them. 
Now I have reluctantly come to the conclusion that 
the situation here demands the interposition of tho 
national Government, in order that life and property 
may be protected, freedom of speech and political 
action secured and the rights and liberties of the 
freedmen maintained. 

‘This opinion is based upon complaints made to 
me, the reports of oflicers detailed to investigate 
alleged outrages, and upon the statements of many 
persons of respectability and high position from dif 
ferent parts of the State, in whose representations I 
must repose confidence, some of whom have given 
me information only under the pledge of secrecy, 
the state of affairs in their section being such that 
they feared the extreme of personal violence should 
it become known that they had been in communica- 
tion with me. 

“In many parts of the State there is practically no 
government. The worst of crimes are committed, 
and no attempt is made to punish those who commit 
them. Murders have been and are frequent; the 
abuse in various ways of the blacks is too common 
to excite notice. There can be no doubt of the ex- 
istence of numerous insurrectionary organizations 


| known as Kuklux Klans, who, shielded by their 


disguise, by the secrecy of their movements, and by 
the terror which they inspire, perpetrate crimes with 
impunity. There is great reason to believe that in 
some cases local magistrates are in sympathy with 
the members of these organizations. Im many places 
they are overawed by them and dare not attempt to 
punish them. To punish such offenders by civil pro- 


| ceedings would be a diffiult task, even were magis- 


trates in all cases disposed and had they the courage 
to do their duty, for the same influence which govern 
them equally affect juries and witnesses. A conver- 
sation which I have had with a wealthy planter, « 
gentleman of intelligence and education and a po- 
litical opponent of the present national Administra- 
tion, will illustrate this difficulty, While deploring 
the lamentable condition of affairs in the county in 
which he lives, he frankly admitted to me that were 
the most worthless vagabond in the country to be 
charged with a crime against the person of a Repub- 


| lican or a negro neither he nor any other _ person of 


property within the county would dare refuse to give 
sail for the offender, nor would they dare to testify 
against him, whatever might be their knowledge of 
his guilt. 

‘That very many of the crimes which have been 
committed have no political bearing I believe; that 
some of them were prompted by political animosity, 
and that most of the numerous outrages upon freed- 
men result from hostility to the race, induced by 
their enfranchisement, 1 think eannot be contro- 
verted, 

* The same difficulties which beset the prosecution 
of criminals aré encountered by negroes who seek 
redress for civil injuries in the local courts. Magis- 
trates dare not do their duty toward them, and 
instances are not wanting where it has even been 
beyond the power of a magistrate to protect a negro 
plaintiff from violence in his own presence, while 
engaged in the trial of his case. desire it to be 
understood that in speaking of magistrates Lin no 
degree refer to the judges of the superior courts; 
they are gentlemen ot high character. I have every 
confidence that they will do their duty fearlessly and 


| impartially, but it is to be observed that even they 


they cannot 
nor the latter to render 
* © + € + 


-annot control grand and petit juries; 
compel the former to indict 
unprejudiced verdicts.”’ 

**In conclusion, I desire to express my conviction 
that the only way to restore good order in the State 
is to resume military control over it for the time 
being, and ultimately to provide by law that the 
Legislature shall reassemble as a provisional Legis- 
lature, from which all ineligible persons shall be 
excluded, and to which all eligible persons elected 
to it, whether white or black, shall be admitted, 
Such a Legislature would, | believe, enact such laws 
and invest the Executive with such powers as would 
enable him to keep the peace, protect life and prop- 
erty, and punish crime.” 


Mr. PAINE. I now ask the Clerk to read 
extracts from a letter from General H. Morgan 
to Hon. Mr. Tift, formerly a member of this 
House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


(General Morgan’s Letter in replyto Colonel Tift. 

‘* Under the foregoing heading the reader will find 
in this morning’s Intelligencer a complete refutation 
of Colonel Tift’s version of the negro eligibility ques 
tion before the last Legislature and a severe and just 
rebuke administered to that gentleman for his ignobl: 
propositions to that body. ‘Without gloves,’ as ii 
were, General Morgan rebukes the member of the 
late Congress from his congressional district, and 
so fortifies himself with the history of the Georgia 
Legislature’s action on the negro eligibility question 
from the legislative record; what was and what was 
not submitted to the supreme court of the State for 


| its decision; iow far the Legislature was committed 


by that decision, and wherein it was not committed 
atall, that Mr. Tiftis left with neither facts nor argu- 
ment to defend himself, and occupies the position of 
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on te: on, pledged nothing, and ; inted to get his obnoxious opinions “* ounsels been heeded, would these Shae own pl 
was not intended by the Legislature ever to express | (4¢ Situation” before the count ty i upon || been brought about by th i ee i 
« desire to submit the question, so far as the one || vanity and egoti i untry. The inordinate Both, h y the action of our own people. saying 
" ’ ‘ ‘ »>mem- || v2 gotism displayed in ey oth, however, are upon us; 
bers of the Legislature were concerned, to the arbi. || his answer is suficiently disgusting eee — oem of oar Coapuanmrrenithe cat ing’ statem 
ran reme court. Inthe language of | onclusions about reseating th adness tonger to contend against the inevi : witnes 
Governor Bullock in his veto message, it di | and the fifteenth amend Si im ¢D in The past with its mistak Ft + cue inevitable. 
ledge “the body adopting the resolution to 1 not | the honorabl ndment.. The pronoun (I) in || }, mistakes and indiscretions cannot mies O 
edge » body ! abide ||! able gentleman’s opinion e recalled. We have todo 
= — fm appeme So their own membership, | sane flntebet. ne would think, ee = . ye a> Seeeere. Duty nou uabeett ther pre he 
( osition to do so,’’ || fetter, e was the onlymember in C | on the part of every good citize h - with t 
The correctness of this assertion ma : Geor Seg nber in Congress from || } n, much less the pub- 
earne e S as y be easily | gia, and, Atlas-like, sustained u i | lic journal, to support the Gove io 
pean d by consulting the journal of the senate and shoulseve the fate of the whole country. is broad || this we shall continue to do conscientiously despite a 
On the 4th day of F the G well known that on his return to Georgia for || t4¢ Peevish assaults of petty rivals or the railings of on 
oo fay of February, the day upon which ae Christmas holidays he urged everywhere the mere madmen and fanatics, 8 Consti 
she sunel-aliee of resolution passed the house, the sitios thomanrine adopting aresolutionsub- || aati — met imply, never did imply, a pur- her de 
Urnal Says : ; it er to the supreme court i advocate the ratification o ' 
a 7 ae Senate then took up the epecial order of the | ooenate any action by Congress, and Siadenian amendment. We regard thatas AS Th ene _ tl 
lay, the same being the resolution as offered by Mr, | p&eK, to, Washington wrote soveral lettors to mem- || necoasaryand sagepedgentin palion the Deseo a 
ebera, »pointment of a com- egislature urging it upon them. Thi ecessary and imexpedientin policy. The D y th 
mittee, composed of the Hons. Joseph E. Brown, J, | W98 then the honorable gentleman’s : ‘S || of Georgiashould stand aloof from this thi eae being oe 
K. Pariott, and Alexander i. deephcoun 0 sowened || for all the threatened ills cadena eee ae -* all Sano scales oe sh 
Was y, &e. \| res on passed in the form and un j Z stro ose fundamental princi I aws ; 
a “Mr. Jordan offered the following as a substitute, | stances it did he wrote a long eel nonieet. ernment whien it is the Sant of oe Damen most ¢ 
* Resolved by the Si oe Legislature his reasons for claiming his seat in || SUstain. Neither has the Democracy of Georgia any- his, b 
ofthe pees Uys e Senate and House of Representatives 1¢ Forty-First Congress, when all knew he had only thing to do with the movement looking to the rein- i, 
com e of Georgia, That in view of the discrepancy | een elected to fill the unexpired term in the For- stallment of negro members of the Legislature, That would 
citise oot aiietaaae as to the right of the celore] || ticth, and with it sent bis reasons why the Legisla- || 15,2 duestion of law merely ; or at least would have Consti 
— ns 0 f _ tate to hold office under the consti- | ture should vote on the fifteenth amendment. been had Congress admitted the State to representa- h 
—- wt ave thereof, and it being the earnest || If the honorable member of Congress from the sec- tion before this became a question at all. But as oe 
desire o u te segisiature that an early and direct | °?4 congressional district is in favor of reseating Georgia is stitl practically unreconstructed, still de- legisla 
decis on of the question may be made by thesupreme | end believes it right to reseat the negroes and vote || rived of constitutional rights as a member of the ever, | 
"Re lved furthe . : | for the fifteenth amendment, why is he not a Radi- || ,,210n the issue properly lies with Congress, not with 
all —— ved further, That this Legislature disclaims || cal? This is all the Radicals want, and is all that || the Georgia Legislature. Least of all eam Democrats new | 
— 2 sire or intention to deny to any citizen of this || makes them opposed to Democrats in Georgia. These advocate either the restoration of the colored mem- States 
“> - po tical right or franchise towhichhemay || 8T° the only two live questions upon which we now |, bers or the ratification of the fifteenth amendment. the str 
aes . nee. the constitution and laws of this || differ. The truth is the honorable wants his seat in || For while the Democracy of Georgia is fully pre- doi 
by ee he United States, and that it will abide || Gomstess and theperauisites thereto belonging more || pared to submit to the ruling of Congress in this ow 
by and acquiesce in such judicial decision as the said | than he does a white Legislature and freedom from matter—they will submit, because they eannot do hon. 
copes Map proawages. ; _ the evils of the fifteenth or any other amendment | otherwise—they are not yet prepared to indorse a tion b 
A offered the following as an amend- || _ If the honorable gentleman represented to Con- || ently for which they have persistently and consist- denial 
a affcced te Me after the preamble in the resolution | &'°8s that, the Legislature pledged itself to be con- || ently fought for threo years. _—s 
ee Rea i by Mr. Welborn, to wit: || trolled in its fature action about reseating thecolored | hereforedo we hope and believe that the Legisla- lawsb 
duri ea a That the resolution adopted by this body | members by the decision of the supreme court he || ture at its ensuing session will proceed to the business race i 
“ ng its last session by which its colored members, '| did what he had no authority to do, and if any mem- || legromatety before it, and not attempt to stultify it- ; 
Rescoans of their color alone, were declared ineli- |, ber of Congress was deceived by the resolution it was | °° f before the eyes of the world, and inthe abandon- provis 
coal m4 a in this body and expelled therefrom, || 2°! the fault of the Legislature, for its action was || ment of the principles of the Democratic party, by assem 
ber aa whites who received the noxt highest num. || Public and its language sufficiently explicit and | $p8 back wpon its record and playimg second fiddle lature 
a ° — seated in their stead, be, and the same || plain to be understood. | toRepublicanism ! If Congress interferes and imposes this vi 
deoeived 4 rescinded, and the colored members thus The present Legislature never will reseat the ne- | additional terms, or makes it necessary to convoke 18 Vi 
thecete, an their seats are hereby declared eligible | f7°°S: Hor will it pass the fifteenth amendment | the provisiowal Legislature, restore the negroes, aud autho: 
Resblend entitled to resume their seats at once, || These are settled facts. lor myself, I have been a || Cxpel. certain: white members, why, we can only maint 
thus aenanil further, Thatthose white men who were || S¢>missionist as long as I intend to be, and gone as | speanlts Chet oul certeialy be prmeee  e rights 
comoontinte all at once vacatetherame, andthesec- |, ft,#8 I intend to go, to gratify the unhallowed wil] || *2asement. Wecan but submit in future as in the ng 
retary of the senate ig hereby prohibited fromealling || #24 domineering spirit of a corrupt Congress, The past. The result would be the same in either case, insole 
oars ames as members of this body, but will ex» || More we yield the more Congress demands. If there |, except that in the latter we preserve the integrity, fourte 
call the Bames from the roll and at once enter and |, /8 0 Sovereignty left in the State, if we are to have || principles, unity, and organization of the Democratic the U: 
thereof. nes of the said colored members in lieu |, 2° Tights only as Congress in its hate and malice sees || party, whereas in the former we abandon everything.” | 
After debate Mr, W | proper to eke them out to us, the sooner we know Mr.B theap 
reat pate } ir. Welborn moved to withdraw his || the truth the better. || Mr, ECK. I would ask the gentleman from we ch 
resolution: wherenpon the yeas sad nays ware re- || ,,Ui,cne,lsilatare, shosld become oargn enough || "oad ty not cigued by cae etn te eenaeiing of th 
“ fron voting in the affirmative are: aera, | mend, how long would it eee: | the seat of Saeed dw cakeees eeanehanr of the = 
corti ary, Adams. fnderson, Burns, Chandler, | »dependent legislation? Only until it passed some the seat of one of the colored members of the sir, it 
parolee fala, Ghenifig“Gryham. “opin Ook, | Seecvantte te cet ernureparitans of Laake | ee ae crice epeisticmer fcuk 
Bot ntchon, Mem horier, Moore, Nesbitt, eae | autocrats would be sent forth a a member of the committee that reported in favor out in 
5 Sere ett eRe Speer, Welch, Winn. * || rescind, and if we did not comply there would come || of Governor Bullock, and whose report was self-si 
“Merges bition oe paleay Dickey, Harris, | S24 milituyrele. | en MORGAN | Oreste EL yt era aan 
ssrs. f , Brock, . ow . : ; : 
Hungerford. Jones, Bichaloon, Sherman Sere \ MaPAtNR i cngdad H. MORGAN, | Mr. PAINE. It was so stated by Mr. Tift Such 
: nd also an extract from |! before the Committee on Reconstruction. Be- 
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yond his statement I have no knowledge on the 
subject. 
a sir, that these documents present 
g statement of the condition of affairs 
via which is substantially correct. 
that these statements are correct. i 
that the opponents of this bill assert on this 
foor and elsewhere that order reigns in Geor- 
gia; but I have no doubt that General Terry’s 
report is true and just. I believe it fairly 
exhibits the facts of this case to which it refers, 


in Geor- | 


’ 


|| blacks of Georgia. 
|| the Congress of the United States. 





TEE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


1} 
| 


I believe | 
True it is | 


and it iscorroborated by the testimony afforded | 


us by private correspondence and by the pub- 
lic journals. And what ¢ L 
Are the opponents of this bill deaf or do they 
sleep that they will not hear or heed him? 


what does he tell us? | 


| 
| 


“| have, ’’ he says, ‘‘reluctantlycome to the | 


conclusion that the situation here demands the 


interposition of the national Government in | 
order that life and property may be protected, | 


freedom of speech and political action secured, 
and the rights and liberties of the freedmen 
maintained. In many parts of the State there 
js practically no government. ‘The worst of 
crimes are committed and no attempt is made 
to punish those who commit them. Murders 
have been and are frequent ; the abuse in vari- 
ous ways of the blacks is too common to excite 
notice. Ifthe most worthless vagabond in the 
country were charged with a crime against a 
negro or @ Republican no man would dare to 


him. Most of the outrages on the blacks result 
from hatred of their race. In civil cases, too, 
negroes are without redress for injuries. Magis- 


trates dare not do them justice, cannot even | 
save them from violence always while in their | 


own presence.’’ ‘This is what he says, and in 
saying it he but sums up and reiterates the 
statements which hundreds if not thousands of 
witnesses had already made. 
mies of this bill talk to us of peace and order 
and equal rights in Georgia. Sir, they trifle 
with this House. It is a fact, sir, that to-day 
Georgia violates openly and outrageously that 
clause of the fourteenth amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States which forbids 
her denying to any persons within her jurisdic- 
tion the equal protection of the laws. She 
denies to the great mass of her black citizens 
the equal protection of the laws. Nay, more, 
sir, she denies to them all protection of the 


laws; she tramples them under the heel of a | 


most cruel despotism. And because she does 
this, because she so violates the Constitution, I 
would avail myself of the power given by the 
Constitution to restrain her. ‘‘ Congress shall 
have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.’’ This is anew power. Itis, how- 
ever, clear and unmistakable. Wielding this 
new power, sir, the Congress of the 
States can cross the borders of Georgia and with 
the strongarm put down this flagrant, organized, 
and gigantic violation of the lederal Constitu- 
tion, This bill, sir, is the appropriate legisla- 
tion by which we will terminate this scandalous 
denial, not merely of the equal protection of the 
laws but of all protection of the laws, tothe black 
race in Georgia. 
provision of the Constitution by purging that 
re of usurpers which acts as the Legis- 
lature of Georgia and is the fountain-head of all 
this violence and crime; that self-constituted 
authority which has organized and inspired and 
maintained all this shameless outrage upon the 
rights of the black citizens of Georgia, all this 
insolent and contemptuous violation of the 
fourteenth amendment of the Constitution of 
the United States. Having the power to select 
the appropriate legislation to remedy this wron 

we choose to go at once to the fountain-hea 

of the mischief; and wisely do we make this 
choice. It would be puerile—worse than that, 
sir, it would be wicked for us to waste time or 
effort on the worthless vagabonds who work 
Out in its atrocious details the policy of that 
self-styled Legislature and allow the great 
offender, the chief criminal, to go unrestrained. 
Such trifling would be cruelty tothe outraged 


And yet the ene: | 


nited | 


We will enforce this violated | 


i 
| 


| 


| 





attempt to lop off evils in detail would be im- 
practicable, trainheas, deceptive. Let us, then, 
go at once to the root of all these evils. Let 
us reseat those members of the Legislature of | 
Georgia who in violation of the constitution | 


| of Georgia have been ejected from their seats. 


Let us cast out those shameless minority can- 
didates who have crawled into their places. 
Let us cast out, too, those men who, in brazen 
defiance of the fourteenth amendment, hold 
fast to their seats to which they are not eligi- 
ble. When that is done, and the Legislature 
thus purged shall have ratified the fifteenth 
proposed amendment of the Constitution of 
the United States, it will be time enough for 
Georgia to talk again about representation on 
the floor of this House. 

Ah! but they tell us that Legislature, if only 


| the opportunity shall be given, will itself on its || 
own motion undo all this mischief which it has || 











rr es imme 


| overwhelming. 


done, and so they ask us to defeat or post- 
pone this bill. But, sir, does any man on the 


| face of this earth, ooren the gentleman who 


formerly represented the second district of 
Georgia on this floor, believe there is the faint- 


est probability that the Legislature will of its | 


BE. 


It would be unworthy of || spared the necessity of exercising it again. 

Such an | So may the people of the States latel 
| rebellion as of al 
| deal fairly and justly by all classes and races, to 


| power. 
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y in 
the other States learn to 
accord the equal protection of the law to all. 
So may the people lately in rebellion gradually 
and yet speedily recover all their political 
Let them all enjoy at the earliest pos 


| sible moment all the rights secured to the 


| people by the Constitution. 


are 


| fore ask the 


own motion do any such thing? The man who || 


| shall tell us such an idle tale as this will rep- | 


L re to || resent none of the citizens of Georgia; will 
testify against him or to refuse to give bail for || 


reflect the sentiments of no portion of her peo- 
ple. On this point the proofs are absolutely 


with their recapitulation. 


ing this bill, which I will very briefly state. | 
Our rebellious fellow-citizens of Georgia, not 


contented with their struggle of four years’ || 


duration to overthrow this Government by 

arms, have attempted to practice a stupendous 

fraud upon the people of these United States, | 
upon the Government of the United States, 
upon the loyal people who have at so heavy a 
cost thwarted theis attempt to overthrow the 
Republic. They have undertaken to play a 
trick upon us—a trick marked with treachery 
hardly less odious than that which character- 
ized the rebellion itself. They vainly imagined 
that they were safe in their sin; that they had 
escaped all hazard of Federal interference with | 


their machinations; that we would be power- 


less either to punish or to check their outrages 
on the Constitution or their treacherous frauds | 
upon the people and Government of the United | 
States. 


| 


But, sir, they are about to be disabused of || 
They are about to || 


these delusions of treason. 
learn a wholesome lesson which will not be lost | 
on other States. They are about to learn that 
upon this great stage of State reconstruction 
no foul tricks are to be played. 

to learn that there is a new chapter in our fund- 
amental law, a fourteenth amendment of the 


Constitution of the United States, which guar- || 


anties equality of rights to all our loyal citizens, 
and disqualifies unpardoned rebels for office. 
They are about to learn that Congress has the 
right to enforce that amendment by appropriate 
legislation, and that Congress has the sole right 
of judging what is that appropriate legislation. 
They are about to learn that Congress will not, 


in cases of necessity, hesitate to bring down the || 


hard hand of military power upon the guilty 
heads of those who insolently trample upon 
these sacred provisions of our Constitution.. It 
will be well and wise if other States as well as 
Georgia had the stern but just and necessary 
lesson about to be taught. It will be well and 
wise if they forthwith awaken to the fact that 
there is at length created in the national Con- 
stitution a power against which all pompous 
displays of nullification, all ostentatious claims 
of State sovereignty, all barriers of State rights, 
will be as vain as were the chains of Xerxes 
against the power of the sea. 


I will not detain the House || ; } 
'| called to consider and enact further laws to pro- 
But, sir, I have another reason for support- || 


They are about || 


Let them take || 


Let them enjoy 
to the utmost all the advantages of soil and 


| climate and of staple productions with which 
| they are so abundantly blessed. 
| recover if they can and will their old suprem- 
| acy in this Republic. 
| to-day—so taught too, that the lesson shal! 
| never be forgotten—that this Government will 


Let them 


But let them be tanght 


use all the powers conferred upon it by the 
Federal Constitution to guard the rights of the 


| American people. 


Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. SWANN. I had desired to say some- 
upon this great and important question, 
but I find that it will be impossible for me to 
do so in the limited time allowed me. I there- 
ermission of the House to have 
printed in the Globe some remarks I have 
prepared. 

No objection was made, and leave was 
accordingly granted. [See Appendix. } 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I now yield 
to the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
WHITTEMORE. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. Mr. Speaker, we are 


mote the reconstruction of Georgia, a State 
among all the lute belligerent States the most 
discordant and defiant in herattitude toward the 
national Government. Every breeze that comes 
from Georgia brings us the news of violence, 
threatening, and slaughter. Men who dare to 
entertain a loyal sentiment, who declare their 


|| paramount allegiance to the national Govern- 
|| ment, men whom God has in his economy given 


a more tawny skin but a purer heart than the 
| unreconciled rebel, are hunted, driven from their 
| homes, alarmed, murderedin mid-day, at mid- 
| night, until former treason-workers, present 
| unpardoned traitors and haters of the Union, 


|| have thrown the State of Georgia into a con- 


fusion and peril that call for stern and positive 
legislation. Justiceis denied; mercy is unknown. 
The press teems with inflam matory abuse ; ma- 
rauding bands armed and disguised prowl 
around the premises of known Unionists, fire 
into their dwellings, wound, murder, adlibitum, 
without fear of arrest, commitment, or convic- 
tion. Members of the Legislature have their 
voices silenced, their seats vacated by the hand of 


| the assassin; those who come to this Capitol in 


| the interest of peace and a more complete res- 
toration of the State of Georgia to its practical 
| relation in the Union; who come to tell us with 
| their lips of the scenes they have witnessed, the 
wrongs they have endured, the outrages that 
have been committed upon their peers, whose 
chief offense has been the defense and support 
of the reconstruction acts of Congress, have 
| been on their return to Georgia struck down at 
the very thresholds of their homes, murdered 
in cold blood with malice aforethought in sight 
| of their wives and children who were waiting 
to welcome them with that anxiety the families 
| of loyalists alone can know who have been in 
| the work of reconstruction in the South; Fed- 
eral officers in discharge of their duties, acting 
in accordance with instructions from the De- 
partments at Washington, have been hindered 
in the exercise of their functions, and the col- 
lection of the national revenue has been pre: 
vented; their offices have been invaded by the 
enemies of the Government and they driven as 
fugitives from their office work. And, Mr. 
Speaker, when the blood of loyal martyrs cries 
' out to us shall we fail to be moved, retuse to 
act, turn a deaf ear to their cries. Shall we 


cognizance of the existence of this rightand of || listen rather to the appeals of subtle excusers 
our determination to exercise it when cir- | of those who have hurried them before their 
cumstances shall require it. So may we be || time to bloody graves? Are we so indifferent 
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to the demands of duty as to leave the only 


friends of the Government in the hands of || 


butchers, disrupters of the public peace, de- || 
Are wedoing as | 


pisers of the Iederal law? p 
we should be done by when we give the rebel 
more confidence than we do the man that loves 
the flag that symbolizes a Union unbroken, 
and unflinchingly avows.his fidelity to the 
great principles that have become the basis of 
our national glory? I cannot believe it. It is 
useless for us to theorize upon what Georgia 
may do; we know what she has done. Her 
deeds are written in letters of blood; through- 


only means to meet it, says: 


‘TI would submit to you whether it would not be 
wise without delay to enact a law authorizing the 


| Governor of Georgia to convene the members origin- 


ally elected to the Legislature, requiring each mem- 


ber to take the oath prescribed by the reconstruction | 


acts, and none to be admitted who are ineligible un- 
der the third clause of the fourteenth amendment.” 


In view of the suggestion of the President | 


and the urgent need of immediate action we 


| have come without delay with a bill to promote 
| the reconstruction of the State of Georgia in 
|| the manner and way indicated to us by the head 


out her borders the same obstinate resistance || 


to other than the highwayman’s creed, the | 


Kuklux code, is experienced and offered. 

Life, property, peace, harmony can never 
be secured without the intervention of the 
higher powers, the legislative action of Con- 
ress. 
arrested in his nefarious course. The friend of 
the Government must be assured that its strong 
arm shall reach him, protect him, and iphald 
him in all that pertains to his interests and 
peace. And how shall thisbe done? Shall we 
wait until the Georgia Legislature is purged of 
its illegal members or receives back again those 
who have the only right to seats within its Halls? 
Shall we receive the unauthorized assertions 
of unrecognized, self-constituted oracles of a 
defiant people as a sufficient guarantee of the 
future? Do we not already know that it is in 
vain to expect justice at the hands of men who 
hold their places through treachery and fraud ? 
Have they not told us they will continue to 
spurn our counsels, despise our policies, dis- 
regard our enactments ? 


Vho stands here in defense of such a constit- | 


uency? Who is there to appland their acts, to 
vindicate their devilish hate and hellish designs ? 
Notrue patriot whose heart beats with devotion 
to his country; no firm, unyielding defender 
of the right; no champion of the weak; no 
sympathizer with the wronged. Those who 
denounced the heroes of a hundred battle-fields, 
fighting for the preservation of the Union; those 
who stigmatized the war and its prosecution 
as unholy which was carried to so successful 
and,triumphant a close are the eulogizers to-day 
of such a brotherhood whom they are pleased 
to pronounce ‘‘a brave, virtuous, and noble 
people,’’ If such cruelty, outrage, and politi- 
cal madness make up the elements of character 
which they call brave, virtuous, and noble, 
God save us from such nobility or heroism. 
No, Mr. Speaker, we cannot afford to falter 
longer; we must place the shield of our power 
before the remaining loyalists of Georgia ere 
they too have been added to the list of mur- 
dered victims, Our national honor has been 
pledged ; our Chief Magistrate has iterated his 
covenant hy those who stand by his adminis- 
tration. These Halls have echoed with prom- 
ised succor to the furthest off, all who sustain the 
reconstruction acts, by which alone the States 
once in revolt can be restored to the Federal 
Union. 

General Terry, in his able report to the War 
Department on the affairs in Georgia, says: 


“it appears to me that the national honor is 
pledged to the protection of loyalists and freedmen 
of the South. {am well aware that protection of 
persons and property is not ordinarily one of the 
tunctions of the national Government, but when it 
is remembered that hostility to the supporters of the 


Government is but a manifestation of hostility to the | 
(rovernment itself, and that the prevailing prejudice | 


against blacks results from the emancipation act of 
the Government, it would seem that such protection 
cannot be denied them if it be within the power of 
the Government to give.” 


How shall this protection be given ? 


“ Provide by law,” he says, “ for the reassembling 
of the Legislature, from which all ineligible persons 
shall be excluded, and to which all eligible. persons 
elected to it, whether white or black, shall be admit- 
ted. Such Legislature would, I believe, enact such 
laws and invest their Executive with such powers 
as would enable him to keep the peace, protect life 
and property, and punish crime.” 


Now, then, Mr. Speaker, the President of the 
United States, in his message to both Houses 
of Congress, recognizing the great necessity 


The enemy of the Government must be | 











of the nation, whose trusty servants have given 
him the true condition of a suffering people. 

In this we provide that the Legislature shall 
be reassembled and proceed to organize in 
conformity with the laws and Constitution of 
the United States; that they shall take the 
oaths prescribed by the constitution of the State 
of Georgia, and also subscribe and file in the 
office of the secretary of the State of Georgia 
an oath which if not within the exact language, 
word for word, of the third clause of the four- 
teenth amendment, isthe samein substance and 
intent, and therefore in strict accord with the 
highest recommendation. 

Ve have prowided among other things in this 
bill against an obstinate refusal to take this oath 
by denying the right of such a person to a seat 
in or participation in the proceedings of the 
Legislature ; also, against perjury with its pen- 
alties, and provided further against force, vio- 
lence, fraud, willful hinderance or interruption 
of any person in the exercise of the oaths or 
affirmations which alone will declare without 
regard to race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude who is entitled to become members 
of the Legislature of Georgia. 

It is not our fault that we are driven to this 
extremity. In violation of the constitution 
of Georgia, which its Legislature had sworn 
to abide by, they expelled colored members 
legally elected and admitted white members 
disqualified under the fourteenth amendment. 
The supreme court of Georgia has decided the 
eligibility of the colored members to their seats 
still denied them, and the Congress of the 
United States has decided long ago the ineligi- 
bility of the usurpers, who hold and keep their 
seats in defiance of all enactments. We pro- 
pore to deal with them as their case deserves, 
yy means which will alone compel obedience 
to the demands of law—our constitutional pro- 
visions. 

But, say the tender-dealing advocates of de- 
lay, ‘‘ let us give the Legislature of Georgia a 
chance to act in accordance with the decision 
of the supreme court of that State.’’ Mr. Tift, 
who represents nobody, who is repudiated by 
everybody, whose declarations are denounced 
in unmeasured terms by the Democracy and 
Democratic journals throughout his State, 
Mr. Tift says ‘‘ Georgia will do her duty if she 
is only allowed a chance.’’ The ready cham- 
pion of the Legislature of Georgia from Ken- 
tucky and his Illinois copartner in faith and 
trust in the successful opponents to reconstruc- 
tion, repeat the assertion, ‘‘ Georgia will do 
her duty when her Legislature convenes, for 
they are all honorable men ;’’ but what is the 
voice of those who are the leaders, the whip- 
pers-in, the bugle-blowers of defiance to con- 
gressional policies? Let them be heard. 

Through the Constitutionalist, of Augusta, 
of the 17th instant, ‘‘ An earnest appeal to true 
Georgians”’ is made ‘‘in view,’’ as it says, ‘‘ of 
the pending danger which threatens them by 
the palpable usurpation of power’’ which Con- 
gress is now exhibiting in the passage of an 
act for the promotion of the reconstruction of 
Georgia. ‘‘ Will the Legislature of Georgia,’’ 
it asks, ‘‘ become the willing or pliant tool for 
the execution of such designs?’ ‘‘We hope 
not,’’isthereply. ‘‘ Ifthe entrance to this last 
stronghold of State rights, this last hope of a 
free people, is to be the adoption of the fif 
teettth amendment, and this is to be effected by. 
the reseating the unseated negro members of 
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our Legislature, let Congressmen come Up to 
the work and do it themselves. Never Jc ;, 


be recorded that this base, suicidal deed wa 
erpetrated by Georgia. We entreat the Leo's. 
ature of Georgia never to become the will. 
or cowardly instruments of this enormous crim, 
against the liberties of their country.”’ 
General Morgan, and honorable Georgian 
‘* for they are all honorable men,”’ anxious +, 
correct what he calls misrepresentations of {ho 
actions of the Legislature of Georgia and ¢) 
repudiate the deductions therefrom by the jy. 
ordinately vain and self-constituted exponent 
of the intentions of the Legislature of his State. 
who so earnestly desires his reseating in thi 
Congress—I mean the honorable gentlemay 
from the second district of Georgia—Gener,| 
Morgan, who holds the seat of a loyal colored 
man; who himself is ineligible by his former 
as well as present disloyalty; who claims to 
know whereof he aflirms, to speak the true 
sentiment and declare the unalterable determ. 
ination of the present Legislature, says: 


“ Neither the senate or house intended to submit 
the question of the eligibility of colored members i, 
seats in the Legislature to the supreme court.” 


And in furtherance of this fact opens up the 
primary steps taken by the very party which 
gentlemen on this floor have endeavored go 
ardently to defend, and shows beyond a doubt 
that nothing can be expected from those who 
have already pledged themselves to submit no 
longer to dictations from without. 

lam not surprised at the fulsome flattery 
which is expended on these resistants to the 
national law by such as sympathize with their 
actions, who have ever admired their heroism 
for the wrong. ‘To substantiate still further 
the intent and purpose of those who have driven 
us to the consideration of the act now before 
us I give the closing enunciations of General 
Morgan in his reply to Colonel Tift on what 
Georgia will do: 


‘**In the Democratic caucus this had been settled 
before the adoption of the resolution, and Mr. Price’s 
resolution, which was originally drawn with the in- 
tention of submitting the whole matter to the decis- 
ion of the supreme court, was amended s0 as not to 
pledge the Legislature in any manner or form, but 
to leave the question with the people. Hence it is 
that the preamble of that resolution, which was not 
changed, reads as though it was the intention of its 
author to pledge those who adopted it to the decision 
of the court. 7 ; 

**When the resolution was under consideration on 
its final passage in the house, during the debate it 
was stated by members, and among others the writer 
of this article, ‘that the Legislature wasa codrdinate 
branch of the State government and coequal with 
the supreme court ; that it had exclusive jurisdiction 
in judging and determining the qualifications of its 
own members, from which judgment when pro- 
nounced there was no appeal, and with which the 
supreme court or any other court had no right to 
interfere. In questions of this nature the Legisla- 
ture was supreme, and its decision was a judicial 
decision, and had been so held from time imme- 
morial.’ 

***Stare decisis was the law ofthe courts, The ques- 
tion, whether right or wrong, had been determined 
by this Legislature, and was now settled forever. It 
was res judicata, and no legislative body, the British 
Parliament, the Congress of the United States, or 
any other, had ever been known to rescind its judg- 
ment. on a question of this kind when once made. 

‘Under these impressions the Legislature acted, 
and had the aL impression prevailed the reso- 
lution never would have been adopted. ; 

**So much for Hon. C. B. Wooten’s statement of 
the intended pledge by the Legislature. Why he 
desired to call out the honorable member of Congress 
from the second congressional district I do not know, 
unless the honorable gentleman from the second 
wanted to get his obnoxious opinions ‘upon thesitua- 
tion’ before the country. The inordinate vanity ani 
egotism displayed in every paragraph of his answer 1s 
sufficiently disgusting without his offensive conclu- 
sions about reseating the negroes and the fifteenth 
amendment, The pronoun (1) in the honorable gen- 
tleman’s opinion is the only letter in the alphabet. 
One would apa ierendiog his letter that he was the 
only member in Congress from Georgia, and, Atlas- 
like, sustained upon his broad shoulders the fate of 
the whole country. a 

“Tt is well known that on his return to Georgia for 
the Christmas holidays he urged everywhere the 
scheme of the Legislature adopting a resolution sub- 
mitting the matter to the supreme court in order to 
obviate any action by Congress, and after he got 
back to Washington wrote several letters to mem- 
bers of the Legislature urging it}upon them. Phis 
was then the honorable gentleman’s great remedy 
for all the threatened illsto Georgia; and after the 
resolution passed in the form and under the circum- 
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.es it did, he wrote a long article explaining to 
*. Legislature his reasons for claiming his seat in 
te Forty-First Congress, when all knew he had 
yy been elected to fill the unexpired term in the 
| crieth, and with it sent his reasons why the Legis- 
vr vo should vote on the fifteenth amendment. 
= lt the honorable member of Congress from the 
jd congressional district is in favor of reseat- 
- and believes it right to reseat the negroes and 
~» for the fifteenth amendment, why is he nota 
> lical? ‘This is all the Radicals want, and is all 
hat makes them opposed to Demoerats in Georgia. 
1] ona are the only two live questionsupon which we 
ae difer. The truth is, the honorable wants his 
svat in Congress and the perquisites thereto belong- 
+ more than he does a white Legislature and free- 
jom from the evils of the fifteenth or any other 
mendment. ‘ 
“Tf the honorable gentleman represented to Con- 
ross that the Legislature pledged itself to be con- 
lied in its future action about reseating the col- 
vod members by the decision of the Supreme Court, 
edid what he had no authority to do; and if any 
member of Congress was deceived by the res ution 
“was not the fault of the Legislature, for its action 
was public and its language sufficiently explicit and 
lain to be understood. hi 
“«The present Legislature never will reseat the 
negroes, nor will it pass the fifteenth amendment. 
These are settled facts. For myself I have been a 
cubmissionist as long as I intend to be, and gone as 
‘ap as L intend to go to gratify the unhallowed will 
and domineering spirit of a corrupt Congress.” 


stant 
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[am, Mr. Speaker, in favor of carrying out 

the provisions of the bill before us as speedily 
agit will be prudent so todo. Iam notin favor 
of the postponement of our actiou or extend- 
ing the time and opportunity for the further 
slaughter of loyalists; for the continuance of 
rebellion wild, murders foul in Georgia. Let 
ys resume our jurisdiction over those who have 
violated all right to our confidence, all the 
principles of our compacts. Let us assert the 
power which the Constitution clothes us with, 
and guaranty protection to all whose rights 
have been invaded and now are threatened. 

Let us, ‘fin order to fourm a more perfect 

Union, establish justice, insure domestic tran- 
quillity, provide for the common defense, pro- 
mote the general welfare, and secure the bless- 
ings of liberty’? where disunion has been ram- 
pant, justice mocked, peace disturbed, homes 
and rights invaded, the common weal disre- 
garded, liberty denied. Pass this bill, and if 
the spirits of anarchy and murder dare to 
impede the carrying out of its provisions let the 
strong arm of the military power be felt in 
Georgia until peace is restored, lives, property, 
opinions, rights are respected throughout its 
limits, and rebels, at least, are taught to fear 
the government that is established over them. 

Inasmuch, Mr. Speaker, as an attack has 
been made upon the Governor of Georgia who 
has no opportunity to defend himself on this 
floor, cake letter from the State treasurer of 
(Georgia has been read to this House charging 
the Governor with specified acts of malversa- 
tion in office, solely with the view of damaging 
his reputation and hindering the passage of 
this bill, I ask that the accompanying com- 
nunication from Governor Bullock, whichis an 
answer toa letter addressed by me to him, be 
read in justice to that gentleman and to show the 
animus as well as the status of the gentleman 
who has lent his voice in crimination for the 
purpose of perpetuating an illegal body by 
whom alone he can be retained in office. Lask 
that the Governor’s communication may be 
ened in connection with my remarks in the 
Globe ; 


: WILLARD’s Horen, 
Wasntneton, D. C., December 20, 1869. 
Dear Str: I am in receipt of your kind note of 


‘his date notifying me that a letter from one Needom 
|. Angier, treasurer of the State of Georgia, addressed 


an honorable member of your committee, has this | 


day been presented to the House of Representatives 
and there read as a part of the speech of that gentle- 
dan, and inviting me to present to yourself such facts 
‘i relation to the said communication as may tend 


t explain and thereby dissipate the fulse impression 
which is sought to be made by its author, 


rhe letterto which you refer L had previously read | 


‘published in the newspapers of Georgia, gud js : 
Ane 
is noticeable in this connection that it 1s addressed 
0 &member of your committee who is political! 
pposed to the policy and the governments which 
ive been established in the southern States under 
i¢ laws of Congress. 
In availing myself of the opportunity afforded by 
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your polite invitation, it is hoped that I may not be | 


charged with egotism in referring to myself and to 
my own acts somewhat in detail. 

have never been a politician. Ihave neverheld 
a political office until it was my misfortune to have 
been eleeted a delegate to the State constitutional 
convention, and by a large majority of the voters of 
the State of Georgia to the office which I now hold; 
my political experience having been confined to that 
of a voter simply, and my political record is perhaps 
best illustrated by the fact that my first presidential 
vote was cast for John C. Frémont and my second for 
Ulysses 8. Grant. 

W hatever good reputation I may have heretofore 
enjoyed arises entirely from my connection with 
business pursuits, and on being elected to my pres- 
ent office L resigned that of president of one of the 
important railroads in the State of Georgia. 

Knowing the peculiar prejudices of a class of peo- 
ple who assert as among their hereditary rights that 
t holding office, L expected, when accepting the 
nomination for Governor, made by the party who 
ignored any such right of any class, and sustained 
and upbeld the measures of equal rights to all men 
without regard to their race, color, or previous con- 
dition to participate in governmental affairs, to be 
made the target for the abuse, vilification, and mis- 
representation of the elass to which I have referred, 
snd in this | have by no means been disappointed. 
And L consider myself especially fortunate that while 
many others who maintained and upheld the princi- 
ples which are embodied inthe constitution adopted 
at the time of my election have sacrificed their lives 
and their property, Lam yet able to be heard in de- 
fense of my personal and official integrity. 

But to the recital of the facts in opposition to the 
representations and the impressions sought to be 
made by the letter referred to. 

The constitutional convention proposed among 
other things a section of the constitution of the 
State, which was subsequently ratified by a vote of 
the people, that after such ratification the capital of 


| the State of Georgia should be located in the city 


| the accommodation of the State government. 


of Atlanta. Upon making the proposal of this sec- 
tion the then city authorities of Atlanta pledged 
themselves that upon its ratification the said city 
would provide all of the buildings, &c., necessary for 
As is 
well known the constitution was ratified. The first 
session of the Legislature assembled in Atlanta in 
the building known as the city hall, which was by 
no means suflicient for the accommodation of the 
legislative branch of the government, and was only 
tolerated until another and larger place could be 
provided. 

In pursuance of the agreement made by the city, as 
before stated, the city authorities rented a certain 
portion of the building known as the Kimball opera 





| house, the property of a northern man, who had 


moved into the Stateafter the rebellion and invested 


| largely in real estate with a view of making Atlanta 


| his home. 


A portion of the building so rented was 


| offered to and accepted by the Legislature for gov- 


ernmental purposes, and when that body adjourned 
its session in the city hall in September, 1868, it ad- 
journed to meet in this new building onthe l2th day 
of January, 1869. 

It was found after the adjournment of the Legis- 
lature that the proposition made by the city and 
accepted byit did not provide for the capitol build- 


| ing and offices being furnished with the necessary 


material for heating, lighting, seating, and otherwise 
placing it in a condition to be used for the purpose 
tor which it wasintended. The city authorities were 
then either not prepared or disposed to provide for 
the necessary expense to insure a proper readiness 
of the building for the uses of government on the 
reassembling of the second session of the Legislature, 
and I therefore, under and by virtue of the authority 
and the duty imposed upon me by the constitution 
and laws of the State, took such steps as to me seemed 
proper to insure such readiness of the buildings as 
was absolutely essential to the publie serviee. 

lt will be remembered that at the session of the 
Legislature which adjourned in September the 
colored members were expelled, and that in Decem- 
ber following this revolutionary action, and the fact 
that the legislative organization then existing had 
not been perfeeted in accordance with the laws of 
Congress, were brought to the attentionof that hon- 
orable body through a communication from myself; 
and it therefore became necessary to the conspira- 
tors who had brought about this expulsion by means 
of the power which they had been permitted to 
acquire through a failure to execute the laws of the 
land which were intended to prevent such action 
that L, too, should be displaced or disgraced; and 
then it was that these acts of mine, which as is fully 
shown by the report of the finance committee of 
this very body, were fully in accord with a long list 
of preeedents in similar cases of my predecessors, 
were attempted to be held up and presented to the 
State and the country as being crimes on my part. 


So apparent was this that the committee, composed i] 


of my political opponents, some ef whom were occu- 
pying the seats of colored men who had been ex- 
pelled, felt constrained to publish and cause to be 
telegraphed to the country the following communi- 
cation: 

GEORGIA. 


Governor Bullock's Integrity Unimpeached. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


charges made by the treasurer against the Governor 
hope that you will not form your opinions hastily. 
We are investigating the whole matter thoroughly. 
We do not doubt, with the evidence already : 
us, that the Governor has acted with the ; 
integrity. The only question is as to his di 

which is being fully investigated. We are induced 
to make this request of yon because of the h 
course of the treasurer in making public cert: 
munications. 


etore 
ttrietest 


sretion 


aaty 
incom 


H. MORGAN, 
W. R. BELL, 
C. CC, CLAGHORN. 


Now, it becomes interesting to inquire why itis that 
this wan Angier, who claims in his letter that “he 
was a Union man, opposed strenuously and publicly 
secession, my office being at the headquarters of the 
Union association here; left the South with my 


| family in 1863; lived near Boston until the close of 


the war; returned South in 1865; supported the con 
gressional measures of reconstruction Ha oted for and 


| publicly supported General Grant for President and 


Bullock for Governor; have always been classed as 
a ‘Radical’ by the Demoerats,”’ &c., should now be 
in communication with a gentleman of the oppo 
site party, and should have taken the position which 
he did take, and which was at the time in a forme! 
communication from myself to the Legislature, on 
January 25, 1869, characterized as follows: 

‘The statements made by the honorable treasurer 
are so insidious, and hiscourse toward me so extraor 
dinary for one in his position, that 1 feel it due to 
myself as a citizen as,well as in my official capacity 
to present certain facts which will, I think, sustainthe 
position I now take that the action of the treasurer, 
a subordinate official of the executive department 
amountsto a participation in what would seem to be a 
conspiracy against the Executive.’ * * * . 

| “TI respectfully submit to your committee that the 
course pursued by the treasurer, as herein state, 
indicates a malicious attempt to discredit the integ- 
rity of the Executive to the end that a partisan polit- 
ical movement in opposition to the present adminis- 
tration might be advanced. The credit of our State 
is better and our bonds sell at a higher rate than 
those of any southern State. But respectfully 
submit that this credit cannot be maintained by pe: 
mitting subordinate officials toadvance their political 
views or their personal opinions of what is demandad 
by ‘courtesy’ through insidious attacks upon the 
integrity of the Executive,” 

I invite attention to the fullreport of this commu 
nieation, which is herewith transmitted. 

The reason why this Mr. Angier took the position 
which he did at that time is to be found in the fact 
that it was boldly asserted by the then controlling 
element in the Legislature, that having revolution- 

| ized its own body their next step was to declare all 
elections by the Legislature while negroes were in 
| office to be void, and thereupon proceed to elect 
another treasurer andother State officers, Itthere 
fore became necessary and important for a person 
desiring to maintain his official position in such eom 
panionship that he should unite with them in for- 
| warding their iniquitous schemes, and in the treas- 
urer they found a ready tool, Another, but perhaps 
lesser reason for his action is found in the fact that 
| he is the owner of real estate immediately adjoining 
the old city hall building, and which building he 
| desired should be retained for the use of the State as 
| a capital building. 

The money referred to as having been paid for the 
preparation of the capitol building, in putting it in 
proper order to receive the Legislature and the gov- 
| ernment of the State, has never been regarded by me 
| as beingasum which should ultimately come from the 

State treasury, and isan expense which I am sure 
| the city of Atlanta will be at any proper time ready 

to liquidate. In fact such a disposition was shown 

by a formal communication addressed to me on the 
lst day of March, 1869, by his Honor Mayor William 

Hl. Hulsey, in which a proposition was made by which 

the city of Atlanta asked for the appointment of a 

joint committee from the Legislature to confer with 

a similar committee from the city council with a view 

to # full settlement of this matter. But as it was 

believed by the revolutionary majority in the house 
of representatives that the payments made by me 
could be distorted and misrepresented in such a way 
as to makeuseful capital for these conspirators, they 
declined to accede to the liberal proposition then 
and subsequently made by the eity, and preferred to 
hold the matter open, as alleged by them, “to prevent 
Sullock from prosecuting his efforts for the recon- 
struction of the State.”’ And in this connection it is 
proper for meto say that I have refused repeated 
offers which have been made to me by persons who 
were supposed to control this movement tothe effeet 
that all charges and objections and misrepresenta- 
| tions against myself would be promptly withdrawn 


|| whenever IL would consent to acquiesce in their rev - 


ATLANTA, Georata, February 2.—Thesub-commit- 
tee (composed of two Democrats and one Republican) 


appointed to investigate the charges against Governor 
Bullock of an unlawful use of the State funds have 
issued the following card: 


To the Public: [ 
We, the undersigned, a sub-committee of the 
finance committee appointed to investigate the 


olutionary proceedings. Nor has this attempt to 
purchase my silence and to undermine my political 
| integrity rested simply with propositions of this 
character, but offers of high political advancement 
have been made. : 

Referring again to the proposition made by the city 
authorities of Atlanta for ase«lement of this matter, 
I bee leave to invite your attention to the following 
extract from my official communication of March |. 
ree body, transmitting this proposition, where 

say: 

** itis very sincerely regretted that the State treas- 
urer should have made the information which was 
conveyed to him by my special direction coneern- 
ing certain amounts which had been drawn by me 
from a bank in New York city « pretext for elan- 
| destinely absenting himself froin his official position 
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and duties and Iending himself to or engagin 
others in a malicious attempt to discredit and dishonor 
my personal and official cheracter for the purpose, as 


Hi 


with || 


TH 


is by himself admitted, of forwarding a partisan po- || 
litical movement in opposition to myself, and for the | 
defeat of public measures looking to the reéstablish- | 
ment of military government, which were falsely | 


asserted as being favored by me. 

**The subsequent action of the treasurer in refus- 
ing tocomply with an executive order requiring that 
his report in response to a resolution of the house 
of representatives should be transmitted to that 
body through the executive office, has still further 
delayed official communication between myself and 
the General Assembly upon this subject; and I now 
only embrace this opportunity out of deference to 
the public expression of a desire on the part of the 
city government of Atlanta to ascertain, with a view 


of complying with the wishes of the State govern- 


mentin connection with the fulfillment of the obli- 


gations voluntarily incurred by that city at the time || é I ; ; L LEC 
been impaired nor imperiled is sufficientl 


of the adoption of that section of our constitution 
which locates the capital at this point.” | 

And again in this communication, referring to my 
action in providing the means whereby the State 


|| to placing certain bonds of the State, &e. 


capitol was to be prepared for the reception of the | 


General Assembly, after reciting the duty of the Ex- 
ecutive, I say: P 

** Had I failed to take such steps as would insure 
the completion of suitable accommodations in time 


for the regular session of your honorable body I | 


should have been clearly derelict in the perform- 
ance of my official duties. ‘The use on my eee of 
the public money and the public credit for the gen- 
eral welfare of the State and for public purposes is 
fully sustained by a long line of precedents, running 
through the records of the executive office in almost 
every administration for nearly a century; and it 
cannot be successfully argued that the peculiar rela- 
tions existing between the State and the building 
now occupied as a capitol would make it improper 
for me to regard it as public property. The Legis- 
lature had adjourned to meet at Atlanta; the seat 


of government was constitutionally fixed et this | 


point; the Legislature could not assemble elsewhere ; | 
they had adopted the building as the one in which 


to hold their session, as well as for the location of 
the offices of the State government; 
therefore, to all intents and purposes of that char- 
acter which required the general supervision of the 
Executive, and made it his duty to see thatit wasin 


and it was, | 


a proper state of preparation for the uses and pur- | 


poses of the State, ' 

‘Had there been any doubt resting upon my mind 
of the legality and the propriety of the course which 
I had decided to pursue under the general provision 
of law heretofore referred to, and under which my 


predecessors had acted, such doubt would have been | 


removed by a proper consideration of the act passed 


at your last session which authorizes the Executive | 
‘to effect a loan to the State, by bonds or otherwise, | 
upon such terms as to him shall seem meet, of a suf- | 


ficient amount of money to pay off the members 
and officers and other expenses of this General 
Assembly.’ 


“These, together with the fact that this ‘General | 


accepted the building in which it 
adjourned to meet therein, what- 


Assembly’ havin 
is now sitting, an 


ever became necessary to place the building in suit- | 


able and appropriate order for the reception of the 
Legislature and for the public offiees would by a 
fairly implied construction be one ‘of the other 
expenses of this General Assembly,’ as in law both 
sessions formed but one ‘General Assembly.’”’ 

‘The charge that I am financially or personally in- 
terested, either directly or indirectly, inthe eapitol 
building known as “ Kimball’s opera house ’’ was 
fully refuted by the examinations of the committee 
to which I have heretofore referred. And I find in 
the sworn statement of Mr. H. I. Kimball, made 


before the committee on the 5th day of February, | 


1&9, thatin reply to the following question: “If Gov- 
ernor Bullock has any interest in the opera house 
building, tell what that interest is, and how and in 
what way is he interested.’’ Mr. Kimball saya ** He 
has not now,nor has he ever had, unless he was a 
stockholder in the original ccmpany, any interest 
whateverin the opera-house building either directly 
or indirectly.”’ It is important for me to say here 
that the original company to which Mr. Kimball re- 
fers was a stock company organized for the purpose 
ot building an opera house; that when the opera 
house was partially completed the stock company 
failed, and the building was bought by Mr. Kimball 
at sheriff’ssale, I was not a stockholder in the ori- 
ginal company. 

I will now address myself to this latest effort of 
the conspirators’ weakest tool, which appears in the 
Georgia papers of the 17th instant, and also in the 
able address of the distinguished gentleman from 
Kentucky. After repeating all that has been here- 
tofore referred to and explained, he adds ‘¢o it that 
J admitted to him that $4,000 had been used by my- 
velf. This statement is true, but the $4,000 was not 
used for myself, as this man well knew at the time 
he penned the line, and as the committee were 
informed when they examined this matter, by the 
exhibition of the lawfal vouchers showing how and 
or what purpose the $4,000 was used; and he pre- 
rents, as #& further evidence of misuser of public 
inoney upon my part, that since the adjournment of 
the Legislature I have paid to the Messrs, Kimball 
a : edertronad amount, due them for fitting and furn- 
ishing. Wc. 

As the previous payments wero made in accord- 
ance with law and precedent, and as no act was 
passed by the General Assembly changing any of the 
former statutes or eens any such payments, I 
am unable to see the force as ngainst myself of the 


statement now made that I have not hesitated to 
pay promptly the indebtedness of the State. 

This man adds, with an unction that would seem 
to indicate the belief on his part that he stands as 
an immovable barrier between my ruthless hand and 
the treasury of the State, he says: “There is no 
telling what further amount he[1) would have drawn 
and appropriated to himself, in violation of law, 
had I [he] not sent the bank a synopsis of the code 
of Georgia bearing on this subject.’’ 


a 


But he neglects | 
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to state at the same time the fact that not a dollarof |) 


money could reach the treasury of the State from 
our financialagentin New York, the Fourth National 


| Bank, except upon my checks or my order as Gov- | 
ernor for its transmission to the treasury of the State. 


He also attempts to criticise my action in regard 
tisa 
sufficient answer for me to say that all my action in 
that connection is fully covered by lawful authority, 
and has been done in direct conformity with the 
statutes; and that the credit of the State has neither 
estab- 
lished by the marketable quotation of our sectrities, 
lu regard to my executive warrants drawn upon 
the treasury under legal appropriation, which are 
denounced by the treasurer as being excessive, and 
as he alleges to have been used in the way of patron- 
age to buy influence, I have simply to say that exec- 
utive warrants do not become payable until after 


they have been approved by the comptroller general. | 


And noticing during the last summer one of these 
periodical efforts at sensational literature by the 
treasurer, in which he charged that warrants were 
being drawn by the Executive when.no appropriation 
existed to meet them, I called upon the comptroller 
general, in a communication under date of July 17, 
1869, to be informed, first, “if any warrants has been 
drawn bythe Executive and approved by him on an 
appropriation which has been exhausted, and second, 
if any warrant has been drawn by the Executive and 
approved by him when there was no appropriation 
to cover said warrant.’’ In reply, under date of 
July 19, 1869, the comptroller general, in an official 
published communication, states; first, ‘‘ that I have 
never knowingly approved a warrsnt drawn of any 
fund after it was exhausted, because I knew such 
approval would be in violation of the express pro- 
visions of paragraph seven,section ninety-four of the 
code. I would state,however,in this connection,that 
upon the hy pothesis that the contingent fund appro- 
priated by the Legislature of 1868, for the latter half 


of the year was limited to $10,000 said fund was over- | 


drawn by about fifty dollars, but the warrant was the 
last one drawn on that fund, and was in favor of the 


, treasurer himself.” 


In reply to the second inquiry he says: 

‘LT have never to my knowledge approved a war- 
rant drawn by the Executive when there was no ap- 
propriation to cover said warrant.’’ 

All this will more fully appear in the entire com- 
munication with the comptroller general, which is 
herewith transmitted. 

it now becomes importaat to look for the moving 
cause which should have brought about this last 
attack from the treasurer, and some light may be 
thrown upon it by the statement of a fact which is 
notoriously publie in Georgia, to wit, that in the 
examinations made by a committee into the finan- 
cial afluirs of the State at the last session of the Le- 

islature it was ascertained that this man Needam 

1. Angier, in August, 1868, entered into an arrange- 
ment with the national bank at Atlanta by which 
the said Angier was to receive for his personal use 
and benefit a certain percentage of interest upon 
balances of State money deposited by him therein as 
treasurer, and that the bank did pay, and the said 
Angier did receive for his own personal use and bene- 
fit, certain sums of money as interest for the use of 
the State’s money; and that such action on the part 
of the said treasurer being in direct violation of the 
statutes and laws of the State of Georgia, which pro- 
vide that any person making use of himself or allow- 
ing others to use any money belonging to the State 
shall for every such offense be liable, by himself or 
by his bondsmen, for a fine of $500, and that upon 
these facts being made apparent I instructed the 
attorney general to bring suit against the said An- 
gier and his bondsmen for such violation of the stat- 
ute; that such suit was brought for some forty-two 
violations of said statute in the sum of $20,000 or more 
for fines and penalties; thatsuch suit is now in prog- 
ress and is set down for a trial at the spring term of 
the superior court at Atlanta, when it is believed 
and expected that said sum of $20,000 will be recov- 
ered of and from the said Angier and his bondsmen 
for the benefit of the treasury of the State of Georgia. 

It is due to the treasurer for me to say that when 
the evidence of his secret arrangement to profit him- 
self at the expense of the State came to light he ac- 
knowledged his guilt, but endeavored to excuse him- 


self by a pupseotion. in which he stated that the 
responsibilities of his office were very great and his 
salary small, and he therefore desired to make all he 


could out of his official position. : 

It is also important to know, and I hereby state it 
as a fact, that repeatedly since the said suit has been 
commenced the said Angier has indicated through 
his friends to me that he was ready at any time to 
pay any andall warrants I might draw upon the 
treasury without question provided I would consent 
to withdraw the suit against himself. This suit has 
neither been withdrawn by me, nor will it be. Nor 
has my opposition to the revolutionary action and 
organization of the body assuming to be the Legis- 
lature been withdrawn, nor will it be. Threats, 
persuasions, and vilification at home have not moved 
me, nor am I now disposed to yield, notwithstand- 
ing this same procedure has been presented to the 
nation through the Halls of Congress. 








LT 





__ December 21, 





I am ata loss to understand how this libelo 
munication from Angier should have bee 
by ponecees in the House of Representatiyes of 
United States, for I am sure it will not be io the 
with any degree of sincerity that a legislative f° 
lawfully organised by the exclusion therefroy, 
those who did not hesitate to take their sent | 
violation of the law, and attempted in ation: 


‘ Violation «+ 
their oaths to destroy the government which hy} 


been established by the vote of a majority of ad 
people, will be any less likely to ferret out and brin 

to punishment persons who violated the laws of he 
State, who unlawfully make use of the State’. tee 
erty or its money, than a body of men jiks th 

present organization, assuming to be the Legislatn:, 
of Georgia, who hesitate at nothing to accom|,, 
their wicked schemes and revolutionary purpones” 

Words, Mr. WHITTEMORB, seem superfluous wi, 
the blood is yet warm ofthe men who have been jy oo 
dered because of their devotion to the principles ,, 
equal rights and justice which are embodied in the 
reconstruction measures of Congress—men who wer . 
here only a few months since, lawful members .. 
the Legislature of Georgia under her new const);, 
tion, urging upon Congress to promptly enact eyo 
legislation as might be deemed necessary to oy.., 
come the evils which surround us—and [ refpq; 
from comment. 

You will please accept my grateful thanks for ¢), 
opportunity which you have given me to explaiy 
the falsity of the impression sought to be ina, 
against myself, and also to make known the motiyu 
which actuated the parties who have presented thea 
charges against me through your colleague on {hho 
committee. 

I inelose herewith the report of the finance en, 
mittee of the house of representatives of Georgi, 
submitted the 15th day of February, 1869, with 
accompanying papers; also, the minority report of 
the finance committee of the same body, submitto| 
February 18, 1869; also, an executive communica. 
tion to the General Assembly on the sane subject 
submitted March 1, 1869; also, corresponden.. 
between the comptroller general and myself upon 
the subject referred to in this communication. 

I have the honor to be, very respecifully, yours, 

RUFUS B. BULLOCK. 
Hon. B. F. Wuittremore, M.C., Member of the Recon- 
struction Committee of the House of Representatives, 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, resumed 
the floor. 

Mr. LOGAN. I wanted to ask the gentle. 
man from Ohio [Mr. BrncHam] a question, but 
as heis not in his seat I willask the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Burier] this ques- 
tion: if the motion to postpone should be 
adopted, and the Legislature of Georgia should 
meet prior to the time when we may assemble 
again, under a law enacted by themselves, and 
should be in session when this bill may pass, 
then what means would there be to get those 
members out of the Legislature who, under this 
bill, would not be recognized as members? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. In rising 
to close this debate, having but a few minutes 
left, I shall not expect, nor will it be expected, 
that I shall answer at length each one of the 
elaborately prepared arguments of the gentle- 
men on the other side, and more especially 
those which I much more deplore, the argu 
ments of the gentlemen [ Messrs. Bryeuam and 
Farnsworth | who have heretofore acted with 
us, but who now seem to have caught some- 
thing of infection from the neighborhood which 
surrounds them. 

The first argument, presented by the able 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Vooruees, | 
was that we are estopped now from doing any- 
thing to Georgia, because we have admitted 
her into the family of States; because, as he 
expressed it, we have placed her star among 
the stars of the cerulean blue of the firmament 
of our Union, and we cannot strike it out. 

No; I agree with the gentleman we cannot 
strike it out; but Georgia herself can do so; 
and although we put that star there, those wh 
are now in charge of that State have within 4 
very few days refused to raise our flag, with 
the star in it, over her public buildings whe" 
invited in the most solemn manner so to do. 
And I press this bill to-day because I desire to 
put the State of Georgia into the hands 0! 
those who will raise that flag with every star 
true and loyal to the Union, representing loy- 
alty and truth, not rebellion and treason. _ 

The gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. EL»- 
RIDGE, } not content to advocate the cause o! 
his party friends in Georgia, saw fit to attack 
the State of Massachusetts. He should have 


us com. 
n dignifte, 


been well aware that Massachusetts is never 
attacked without finding a defender; feeble, it 
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be. but she is generally able to defend 
He caused to be read at the desk a 
eynopsis of the report of a commission ap- 
ointed by the Governor of Massachusetts to 
ascertain the abuses existing in the treatment 


TI oneunsichinticbeall cealidansabenciaeacasnenast 


may #5 
herself. 


of the insane of that State. I agree with the 
ventieman that there are in that report very 
vnfortunate, nay, very improper, exhibitions 
of treatment of those unfortunates; but the 
rentleman does not seem to comprehend the 
diference between the State of Georgia and 
the State of Massachusetts in that regard. In 
Massachusetts when anybody is harmed in life, 
»roperty, or estate, there is an investigation, 
the harm is relieved, and those committing the 
wrong are punished ; in the State of Georgia 
there is neither investigation nor punishment. 
'o bring about in Georgia a state of things 
like that in Massachusetts we desire the pas- 
cage of this bill. Mr. Speaker, the very doc- 
ument which was read, and which is made the 
subject of railing accusation, shows that the 
Governor of Massachusetts was instant in the 
investigation of private wrongs wherever they 
were alleged to exist. 

But I was not especially alarmed at what 
seemed to be the gentleman’s threat that when 
hereafter his party shall get into power in Con- 
gress they will treat Massachusetts as we are 
now treating Georgia because of Massacbu- 
setts’ neglect of her insane, There is a distine- 
tion in the eases which the gentleman does not 
seem to take. What we are now doing is this: 
we, the Representatives of the loyal men of the 
country, learning that Georgia by her anthor- 
ities ill treats the Union men, the loyal men 
of that State, and does not protect them in life 
or property or assure them civil or political 
rights, therefore we are about to interpose to 
give the direction of affairs of the State to loyal 
men there because we and they are loyal men. 
The gentleman from Wisconsin by this same 
rule threatens us that the Representatives of 
Massachusetts may be turned out of Congress 
for her treatment of herinsane. Yes, sir, that 
may happen when insane men are ina majority 
in this House as ioyal men now are. They 


may then turn Massachusetts out for her want of 


proper treatment of the insane as we turn out 


the Representatives from Georgia because of | 
l agree that such 


her treatment of loyal men. 
a course may be anticipated when the gentle- 
man’s insane party gets into power, but not 
until then. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER protempore, (Mr. WELKER. ) 
Does the gentleman from Massachusetts yield 
to the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Exp- 
RIDGE? | 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
yield, for I have not the time. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I trust the gentleman 
will not misrepresent me; I made no such 
statement. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I knew 
that the gentleman would not like his words, 
and so I had them written out by the reporters 
and I incorporate them in my remarks. Here 
they are, and I leave it to the House whether 
they bear out my construction of them: 

_ After the reading of the treatment of the 
insane in Massachusetts he says: 

“ Thegentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BurLer] 
charged that the people of the State of Georgia had 
forteited their State government, had forfeited their 
rights in the Union, had subjected themselves to the 
control of Congress, in consequence of the murders 
and crimes which they had committed. Does the 
gentleman not see that in this admission he subjects 
‘is own State, when the time shall come, when a 

different organization of this House shall exist, when 
another party may be in power, to the same recon- 


struction, to the same disposition that he would 
inflict upon Georgia.” 





I cannot 


Then the young member from New York 
[Mr. Cox] comes to the rescue, and I thought 
he was rather infringing an old proverb that 
‘‘dog should not eat dog.’’ On chat principle 
I thought that ‘‘ carpet-bagger’’ should not at- 
tack ‘‘carpet-bagger.’’ [Laughter.} I was a 
little surprised, too, that my friend from New 
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York, with a name so likely to be punned upon, 
should make a bad joke upon the name of the 
Governor of Georgia. [ Laughter. } 

The gentleman insists that Georgia cannot 
be reconstructed as a State because she is al- 
ready a State. I insist, sir, that her recon- 
struction may be promoted notwithstanding 
she has some of the attributes of a State; and 
that is the point of difference between us. But 
he says there can be no reason for reconstruct- 
ing the State because of the celebrated ‘* white- 
washing report’’ ofthe President, then General 
Grant, which said that the people of Georgia 
and other southern States were then in a 
repentant humor which fitted them to come 
into the Union. When was that report made? 
In the summer of 1865. That was before the 
Democratic party, assisted by Andrew John- 
son, had given courage to the rebels to come 
and demand other rights than the right they 
then had—the right of each man to be hanged. 
I agree that in 1865, almost immediately after 
the surrender of General Lee and of General 
Johnston, after the crushing of the rebellion, 
the rebel people of Georgia went round pray- 
ing the negroes to take care of them, praying 
the Union men to intercede forthem. ‘They 
were then in condition to come into the Union 
and obey the laws of the Union and give to 
others the rights they desired for themselves. 

If the same state of feeling, if the .same 
state of submission to the authority of the 
Government and the laws of the Union now 
obtained in Georgia as in 1865, when General 
Grant went through the State, I agree we 
should have no need to pass this bill. General 
Grant then saw the surrendered legions of Lee 


and Johnston ready to accept any terms from | 


the conqueror, while we now see on the con- 
trary only repentant, recalcitrant, and defiant 
rebels committing manifold acts of wrong and 
murder of Union men; so that, in the language 
of General Terry as read from the Clerk’s desk, 
life, liberty, and property are not safe in the 
State of Georgia. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] 
was mistaken when he told the House that we 
never thought of this act of reconstruction of 
Georgia until the message of the President 
came in here. Sir, this bill differs in no essen- 
tial particular from the bill I introduced into 
this House at the last session under the in- 


struction of the Reconstruction Committee and | 


which failed for want of time, which could not 
be passed for that and other reasons to which 
I need not stop now to advert to. 
new thought of the majority of the House. It 
is the same bill in all essential particulars. It 
ought to have passed at the last session, and we 
would then have saved many valuable lives. 
‘or, says General Terry again, negro murders 
in Georgia are so numerous as hardly to be 
the subject of comment. 


We would have saved many lives if we had | 
passed this bill at the last session, and I thank | 


God again, standing in the presence of the | 


House as before, that upon my skirts is none 
of the blood of these martyred men—martyred 


,in the cause of human freedom and equal 


rights. Let him who can say as much vote for 
the proposed postponement of this hill, for only 
such are entitled to vote. Postpone this bill, 
will you! so that when the Governor and the 


members of the Legislature of Georgia who | 


have been up here with us urging its passage 
shall return home they may be, by bloody hands 


of Kuklux Klans, sent to join the ranks of | 


the murdered Ayer and his fellow-members 
of the Legislature of Georgia who last session 
stood here with us in defense of the Union and 
its laws. 

The gentleman says there is no word of our 
former legislation which requires the passage 
of this bill. Be it so. Weare now making 
law, and if we did not make good laws before 
is that any reason why we should not make 
good laws now? But I tell him there is a por- 
tion of our legislation which does require this. 


The civil rights bill requires it; that declaration | 





This is no | 





of human rights second only to Magna Charta; 
that declaration of rights which shall Kereafter 
be proudly referred to by posterity/wherever 
freedom and equal rights shall exist. The 
provisions of the civil rights bill are not exe- 
cuted to-day in Georgia in any one of its sate- 
guards, and it is time that we should have some 
kind of government there to put it in force. 

Weare told by the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
BincuamM | that General Terry can protect lite 
and liberty in Georgia. General Terry says 
that he cannot, and his words have been read 
at the Clerk’s desk; and he further says that 
the only way to make life, liberty, and property 
safe in Georgia is to pass a bill with exactly 
such provisions as this contains; and upon 
this topic I would rather take the word of Gen- 
eral Terry than the word of my friend from 
Ohio. 

Right here, Mr. Speaker, the stock denun- 
ciation against Massachusetts of my friend from 
New York [Mr. Cox] comesin. He says that 
Massachusetts requires that her voters shall be 
able to read her constitution and to write their 
names. True! 

Mr. COX. Withthe gentleman’s permission 
I will strengthen my remark, by saying that 
Massachusetts requires her senators to live five 
years in the State, putting them under some 
sort of servituade—— 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I cannot 
yield. I beg the gentleman’s pardon, for he 
could have moved there and become a senator 
in Massachusetts in about the same time he 
became a Representative from the State of New 
York. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. COX. The gentleman is himself a sort 
of carpet-bagger, having got here by moving 
from one place to another, and he ought there- 
fore to be tolerant to others who are in the 
same condition. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
favor of carpet-baggers. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. COX. With the permission of the gen- 
tleman—— 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


yield any further. 

Mr. COX. I wish to state only one point. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I cannot 
yield, as I have not time. 

Mr. COX. I refer the gentleman, then, to 
his colleague [Mr. Dawes] for the information 
1 was about to state. 

| Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
' excellent reference. [ Laughter. ] 
Now, sir, allow me to finish what I was say- 
{ing. Everybody in Massachusetts can vote, 
irrespective of color, who can read and write. 
| The qualification is equal in its justice. An 
| ignorant white man cannot vote there and a 
| learned negrobeexcluded. But in the Georgia 
Legislature there was a white man that could 
hardly read and write, ifat all, voted in because 
he was white, while a negro who spoke and 
wrote two languages was voted out solely be- 
cause he was black. It is weli that Massachu- 
| setts requires her citizens should read and write 
before being permitted tovote. Almost every- 
body votes there under that rule. Certainly 
every native-born person of proper age and sex 
votesthere. Andthereare hundreds and thou 
sands in this country who would thank God 
continually on their bended knees if it could 
be provided that the voters in the city of New 
York should be required to read and write. 
They would then believe republican govern 
ment in form and fact far more safe than now. 
' The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Briycuam } 


Iam in 


I cannot 


He is an 


| has made an argument for the postponement 


of this bill. In that he is seconded by the 
entleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farysworrn. } 


| They ask to have it postponed till the third 


Wednesday of January. What advantage do 
they expect to gain from this? They have told 
us of none. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Bincuam] did not state one advantage which 
would be yielded by postponement. His whole 
argument was to show that this is nota good 
bill. What is the use, then, of postponing it? 
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Why not vote it down now? Why does hg want 
this bill to live at all for any time? It ‘is, 
according to the gentleman, so bad, so utterly 
vile, that he said it was not worthy to be con- 
sidered in the House of Representatives of the 
people. If so, why does he want to keep it 
alive till the third Wednesday of January? Why 
not vote it down at once? His argument is 
suicidal. It is not an argument for postpone- 
ment ; it is only an argument against the pas- 
aage of the bill, and as such | am quite willing 
it should receive the due weight it deserves. 
It will not harm the bill. 

But the gentleman insists that the bill is in 
conflict with our laws heretofore passed. Well, 
assume that to be trae. Why do we pass it at 
all? It is because the laws heretofore passed 
have proved inoperative, and we mean that this 
bill should be in conflict with those inoperative 
laws. ‘This is the first time that in a legisla- 
tive body I have heard it argued against a 
law that it repealed or made operative another 
law which it 1s desirable should be repealed or 
made operative. Such a law is passed simply 
because it is necessary torepeal or render oper- 
ative another law. ‘The gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Bincuam]| has not dared to say, he was 
hound too strongly by the noble record he made 
during the war to be permitted to say that this 
bill is in contravention of any principle of the 
Constitution of the United States. He would 
not so far go back on that record as to agree 
in that with the party with which he is now 
acting in opposition to this bill. I was glad to 
see that the gentleman was bound in this way, 
and that he only put it that this bill was in con- 


4! 


the purpose of being repeated and influencing 
legislation, then he undertakes to log-roll with 
members of Congress, which I do not believe; 
and then 

Mr. BINGHAM. [I call the gentleman to 
order. He has no right to talk about the 
President log-rolling the House. I said noth- 
ing to justify any such language. I stand upon 
what | said. 
chusetts [Mr. Bur.er] has no power to move 





{| 


And the gentleman from Massa- | 


me a moment in the assertion I made here, 


that the President of the United States never | 


_ meant by anything in his message that this 


House should impose upon Georgia the test- 


| oaths of the reconstruction acts. 


travention of some of the reconstruction laws 


passed in 1867. 


Now, I want to serve notice on the gentle- | 


man from Ohio, and on everybody else, that 


all political experience and all legislative wis- | 


dom and all care for the interests of this coun- 
try did not die out when the Thirty-Ninth 
Congress adjourned without day. There was 


a little left then for our present use. But there | 


was one thing said by the gentleman from Ohio 
which very much pained my ear. 
that there was a ‘line in the message of the 
President of the United States to Congress 
which the President of the United States never 
intended should have been there, and that he 
knew it.’’ Now, if the gentleman means by 
‘‘knowing it’’ that he knew it from the con- 
text, that is one thing; if he means that he 
knew it be because the President has told him 
so, Ithink he should make known to the House 


He tells us | 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. What the 
gentleman says I take as he now says it, and 
am very glad to take it. What he said in his 
speech was what | commented on. 

Mr. BINGHAM. WhatI said was what I 
say now, sir. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
ord will show. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, the record will show. 
My memory and judgment are as good as 
yours. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I will 
repeat what the gentleman at first said, so that 
there can be no mistake : 


The rec- 


“There is a line in the President’s message which 
lie never intended should be there, and I know it.” 

That was what I was deprecating, and the 
gentleman had no occasion to call me to order. 
I do not believe the high functionary that we 
have chosen the President, I do not believe 
General Grant undertakes to communicate to 
this House his recommendations in that way, 
and I do not want any gentleman to tell me 


| that he does. 


Mr. BINGHAM. 
The SPEAKER. 
Massachusetts yield ? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I cannot. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I only want to say that 
nobody said he communicated to this House. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I do not 
desire to have members come here, as we had 
all last session, and say the President wants 
this and the President wants that. I do not 
know, I ought not to know, what the President 


Mr. Speaker—— 
Does the gentleman from 


| of the United States wants of the Legislature, 


| messages. 


except what he says to them through his solemn 
I am quite content with such rev- 


' elations of his purposesand policy, and satisfied 


that he is authorized to make that statement. | 
is the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bineuam] | 


authorized to inform this House from the Presi- 


dent has told him? Has the President author- 
ized him to say to this House that the President 


with them. I have only adverted to it that we 
may never have anything more of what I be- 
lieve to be a most unseemly, as I know it is 
unparliamentary, exhibition of supposed exec- 


_utive influence that has ever disgraced Con- 


dent of the United States of what the Presi- || gress, not from the Executive, but from those 


_who pretend to give his words to control our 


has made him a special messenger to inform | 


this House that in a solemn message sent by | the moment I have will allow me to call atten- 


the Executive to both Houses of Congress there | 


was a line which he never intended should be | 


in that message? Will he say that the Presi- 
dent has left this line in that document sent to 
us for our guidance, that he left it there for so 
many weeks and never let anybody know that 
it should not be there but the gentleman from 
Ohio? Are we to understand from him that 
the Executive thus deals with the Congress of 


the United States? I think there ought to be | 


no mistake as to this. 


. | 
I have over and over again deprecated any | 


| this 
| and 


one’s undertaking to control the action of this || 


Iiouse by means of pretended private commu- 
nications from the President of the United 
States, I never for my own part made any 


| 
| 


such intimations to the House, and I have no || 


respect in that regard for any gentleman who 
does. When the President of the United 
States undertakes to communicate with a mem- 


ber of Congress as a private gentleman witha || 12 


private gentleman neither of the parties ceases 


to be gentlemen, and no gentlemen report | 


such a conversation. 


But if the President of || 


the United States makes such statements for || 


votes. 
There is a single other argument to which 


tion. It is that this bill delegates power to 
the Governor of a State, and that this never 


' was done before by United States laws, and 
| never can be done again. 


I hold in my hand 
the Constitution of the United States, and sec- 


' tion four of the fourth article provides that the 


Executive of a State shall have power to call 
upon the President of the United States to put 
in exercise his high functions and send troops 
to a State to put down domestic violence. At 

oint I only desire to send to the Chair 
Save read a letter from the Governor of 
Georgia, in which he says that the hour this 
bill becomes a law he will call a meeting of 
the Legislature to assemble on the 12th day of 
January. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Wasuinarton, D. C., December 21, 1869. 


GENERAL: The moment the bill under discussion 
becomes a law I will issue a proclamation conven- 
tog tie Legislature, as provided in the bill, on the 

day of January, 1870. J 
Respectfully, RUFUS B. BULLOCK. 
General B. F. Butter, Chairman, &e. 


Mr. MAYHAM. Will the gentleman allow 


me to ask him a question? 


1 
| 


| time I will. 


an exercise of power by a State officer, wij), 


| 


| 





| 


' 
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Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, |y have 
Mr. MAYHAM. I wish to ask the gon)! 
man if the same provision of the Constity);,, 
to which he refers does not provide that +)... 
Executive may call upon the President wi,., 

the Legislature cannot be convened ? 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetis. Yos. «;, 

unquestionably it does; but still it authoy:. 

is the point at issue. ‘ 
[ Here the hammer fell. } 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Goryay 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate ja) 
passed a joint resolution (S. R. No. 88) sys. 
pending existing provisions of law for taking 
the census; in which the concurrence of ¢),, 
House was requested. 


RECONSTRUCTION OF GEORGIA, 


TheSPEAKER. The hour of three o'clock 
p- m. having arrived, the House will proceed ty 
vote on the pending bill; and the first ques. 
tion is on the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Bineuam,]} that the bill be pos 
poned until the third Wednesday in January 


next. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I eall for the yeas ang 
nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 54, nays 117, not voting 
40; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Archer, Axtell, Beek, 
Biggs, Bingham, Bird, Burr, Calkin, Cox, Crebs, 
Dickinson, Dox,Eldridge, Farnsworth, Finkelnburg, 
Getz, Greene, Griswold, Haldeman, Hambletoy, 
Hamill, Hawkins, Hay, Holman, Johnson, Thomas 
L. Jones, Kerr, Knott, Marshall, Mayham, Me(or- 
mick, McCrary, McNeely, Morgan, Mungen, \i!) 
lack, Potter, Randall, Rice, Rogers, Joseph §. Smith), 
Stone, Strader, Swann, Sweeney, Trimble, \,) 
‘Trump, Voorhees, Wells, Eugene M. Wilson, \Vin- 
chester, Witcher, and Woodward—o4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Armstrong, Ar- 
nell, Asper, Bailey, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin 
Bennett, Benton, Boles, Bowen, Boyd, George M. 
Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Buffinton, Burchard, bur 
dett, Benjamin F’. Butler, Roderick R. Butler,Cessny 
Churchill, Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Von- 
ger, Cullom, Dawes, Deweeso, Dickey, Dixon, Don- 
ley, Duval, Ela, Ferriss, Ferry, Fisher, Fitch, (iar 
ficld, Hale, Hamilton, Hawley, Heaton, Hill, Hoar, 
Iloge, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Alexander |i, 
Jones, Judd, Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Ketcham, 


| Knapp, Loah, Lawrence, Logan, Loughridge, May- 


nard, McCarthy, McGrew, Mercur, Eliakim |!, 
Moore, Jesse H: Moore, William Moore, Daniel J, 
Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, Negley, O’ Neill, 
Orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, Palmer, Peters, 
Phelps, Pomeroy, Prosser, Sanford,Sargent, Sawyer, 
Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Por- 
ter Sheldon, John A. Smith, William J. Smith, 
Worthington C. Smith, Starkweather, Stevens, 
Stevenson, Stokes, Stoughton, Strickland, Strong, 
Taffe, Tanner, Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, 
Van Horn, Cadwalader C, Washburn, Welker, 
Wheeler, Whittemore, Wilkinson, Williams, Jolin 
T. Wilson, and Winans—ll7. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Banks, Barnum, 
Blair, James Brooks, Cake, Cleveland, Clinton L. 
Cobb, Cowles, Davis, Dockery, Dyer, Fox, Gilfillan, 
Golladay, Haight, Hays, Heflin, Hoag, Hopkins, 
Jenckes, Julian, Laflin, Lynch; Morrissey, Poland, 
Reading, Reeves, Roots, Schumacker, Sherrod, slo- 
cum, William Smyth, Stiles, Tillman, Van Auken, 
Ward, William B.Washburn, Willard, and W ood—40. 

So the motion to postpone was not agreed to. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. COX said: I have been requested by 
my colleague [Mr. Woop] to state that he is 
detained from his seat by sickness. 

The question recurred upon the amendment 
of Mr. Bgck, as follows : 

In line ten of section one, after the word “ State, 
insert the following : 5 

Which day shall not be less than thirty nor more 
than sixty days from the day said proclamation !s 
issued ; and he shall by like proclamation order elec- 
tions to be held, not less than thirty nor more than 
sixty days from the date of his proclamation, in each 
of the legislative and senatorial districts in said State 
wherein vacancies have occurred in the election of 
representatives or senators by death, resignation, 
removal from the State, or from any other cause of 
the representatives or senators elected therein as 
aforesaid to said General Assembly. 


The amendment was not agreed to. 

The bill was then read the third time. 
_The question was upon the passage of the 
ill. 
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t have Mr. GETZ and Mr. HOLMAN called for || same ate hereby suspended and postponed we would adjourn over till Monday ; hence no 

cho yeas and nays. || until the Ist day of February, 1870. time would really be lost by the adoption of 

se! ~The yeas and nays were ordered. Mr. BINGHAM. I have been instructed by | this resolution. I call the previous question. 

tu rhe question was taken ; and it was decided || the Committee on the Judiciary to bring in a The previous question was seconded and the 

e~ ‘the affirmative—yeas 121, nays $1, not || bill to repeal the old law instead of one to | main question ordered; and under the opera- 
wh 


‘ ting 09; @s follows: 


y EAS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Armstrong, Ar- 
rT “Asper, Bailey, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, 
onnett. Benton, Boles, Bowen, Boyd, George M: 











merely suspend it. 


Mr. GARFIBLD, of Ohio. There is some 


| objection to repealing the law absolutely ; this 


proposes to suspend it for a time. 


tion thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. NIBLACK moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider bw 


| 
2 aw fe 5 > = 
K 00K, BOC a ee odorick Re Butler, | _ The joint resolution was then read the third | laid on the table. 
soe ena, AMASa Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Conger, Cullom, || time and passed. The latter motion was agreed to. 
Dawes, Deweese, Dickey, Dixon, Ponker, pnyet. Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
ila, Ferriss, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Bist The ee HT, || sider the vote by which the joint resolution was a oe Se Eis 
‘old, Hale, Hamilton, Hawley, Hay, Heaton, Hill, || J ; , A message from the Senate. by Mr. Hax- 
RHAM, Hoar, Hoge, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Jenckes, || passed ; and also moved that the motion to se “ s es ’ ae ke 
inh Aisin fetes aly Reg Res | Fecnaier be ad on the abl 1 tase aeeiad anita aie 
3) su: Knap earthy, McCrary, McGrew, Mercur, Elia- | lhe latter motion was agreed to. yr oe roan i *F N Tae | a aa . - me) 
taking Co ie Moore, Jesse H, Moore, William Moore, | HOLIDAY RECESS resolution (H. RK. No. 4) re ating to steam 
of th Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, Neg- | ; ee Pree , on, | boats and other vessels owned in the loyal 
* I : De leeds Paaeset desea es, | Mr. NIBLACK. I submit the following States. 
.. ford, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, || privileged resolution : I'he message further announced that the Sen- 
tioned A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, John A, Smith, || Pesolved by the House, (the Senate concurring,) || ate had passed a concurrent resolution provid- 
elo k William dk Smith, Worthington C. Smith, William i That the recess provided for by the concurrent vot cs | ing for the printing of the report of the Special 
eed ta smyth, Starkweather, Stevens. Stevenson, Stokes, | of the two Houses, and to commence on the 22d in- Commissioner of the Revenue. 
stgughton, Strickland, Strong, Tafle, Tanner, Town- || stant, be and is hereby extended from Wednesday, 
trom sod Mae Walked \ eter Wiittemane Witke || the 5th, to Monday, the 10th day of January next. RULOGIES ON SENATOR FESSENDEN. 
' 1 aa Pi Ler, > , ’ _— - [<r iad ° 
oa ae Williains, John T. Wilson, and Weene—e. } Mr. KELSEY. Is that a privileged motion? Mr. LAFLIN. I ask that, by unanimous 
nuary ae AYE oer Bry, Aseher, Axial, Boek, The SPEAKER,  Itis a privileged motion. consent, the House proceed to the considera 
: om DOE: Lidridge, Farnsworth, Getz, Greene, Gris- | Itis a question of the highest privilege. tion of business on the Speaker’s table, for the 
$ and wold, Haldeman, Pembieton, Htamils, Hes kins, || Mr. NIBLACK. I will say but a few words purpose of acting on a concurrent resolution 
Polen JOnBEO Re Renee be WeNecke Meu || before asking the House to vote on this prop- || of the Senate providing for the publication of 
ieee, Niblack, Potter, Randall, Reeves, Rice, || osition. I understand that the leading com- || the eulogies pronounced upon the late William 
cided Rogers, Joseph 8. Smith, Stone, Strader, Seana, mittees of the House, upon whom the conduct | Pitt Fessenden. | 
vOtin, ee trupble, yon Trump, .V corkect, Wood. | of pablic business mainly devolves, have made The SPEAKER. The title of the resolution 
z em ry? mo ne || arrangements to remain in session during the | which the gentleman from New York { Mr. 
Reel "NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Banks, Barnum, recess, and that they will do just as much work, || Larix] asks the House, by unanimous con 
Crebs Blair, James tnton Le Coble, Cowles, Davis: Docker | and, indeed, more, if we take this extended || sent, to consider will be read, after which 
burg, Dyer, Fox, Gilfillan, Golladay, Haight, Hays, Heflin, | recess than they would if we should meet on there will be an opportunity to object. 
homas Hoag, Hopping, Julien, X mg mee yin | Wednesday, the 5th of January. [ learn fur- The Clerk read as follows: 
LeCor- Stiles, Tillman, ‘Van Auken, Ward, W illiam B ther, im my private imtercourse with members Concurrent resolution to print in pamphlet form 
Nib Washburn, Willard, and Wood—39. of this House, that many of them desire to | the addresses delivered in the Senate and House of 
om , | bring on their families after New Year’s, and | Representatives on the occasion of the announee- 
y on So the bill was passed. (| that if the House reassembles on the 5th of | ment of the death of Hon. William Pitt Fessenden. 
| During the call of the roll, || January many such members will probably not There was no objection. 
g, Ar- Mr. MARSHALL said: My colleague, Mr. 1 he in their seets . J think comfort and The ~urreat resolution whe read. ‘K6 bro 
lenin Meee ie: ‘Hed to leave thie House || 2@ im their seats. tink our comfort anc _ Phe concurrent resolution was read. pr 
ong Burr, has been compelle ae ee .» || convenience will be greatly promoted by the vides that there shall be printed in pamphlet 
, Bur to return to his home. He has paired with '| adoption of the proposition which I have sub- form three thousand copies for tle use of the 
ti Mr. CucremiLt, but if here would have voted || mitted, and that the progress of publie busi- | Senate and five thousand copies for the use of 
; Don- against this bill. | ness will not be in the least retarded; that, on | the House of the addresses made in the Senate 
1, Gar Mr. CHURCHILL. And I should have || the contrary, it will be expedited. I hope, | and House of Representatives on the occasion 
jer Ii voted for it. . | therefore, that the resolution will be adopted. | of the announcement of the death of William 
cham, Mr. VOORHEES. It has already been stated || Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I hope, | Pitt Fessenden; and it provides further that 
May- thatthe gentleman from New York[Mr. Woop] || Mr, Speaker, that the House will agree to this | the Secretary of the ‘Treasury shall be directed 
nicl J is detained from his seat by illness. Itis hardly | resolution. It proposes, as I understand, that | to have printed a portrait of Mr. Fessenden to 
’Neill, necessary for me to state that if he were here || the two Houses shall reassemble on Monday, | accompany the same. 
Peters, he would vote against this bill. | the 10th of January, instead of Wednesday, the | Mr. LAFLIN. I demand the previous ques- 
awyer, Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, moved to i 5th. Everybody knows that the House is always || tion on the adoption of the resolution. . 
Smith, reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed ; } full on Monday, because that, as hasbeen face-'| Mr. MAYNARD. It strikes me that five 
‘evens, and also moved that the motion to reconsider || tiously said, is ‘‘ washing day,’’ in other words || thousand are too small a number to be printed 
pag be laid on the table. resolution day, and therefore everybody ishere. | for the use of the House, It is an usually 
elker. The latter motion was agreed to. || But if Wednesday be fixed for the reassem- | small number forthe large number of members 
John Mr. LAWRENCE, and Mr. McCORMICK, || bling we shall hardly have a quorum, and the | of the House. I will ask the gentleman to 
num, of Missouri, obtained leave to print remarks || meeting of the House at that time will only | aliow me to move an amendment to increase 
on Li. upon the Georgia bill. embarrass the committees. ‘he committees | the number to ten thousand. ; 
alan. [See Appendix. ] are now, as they will be for several weeks, en- | Mr. LAFLIN. If would not object to the 
and. TAKING THE CENSUS || gaged in preparing business for the House ; and submission of this amendment if it were pos 
, Slo- i sot thi || there is really very little for the House to do || sible to pass such an amendment without en- 
Se. Mr. GARE IELD, of Ohio. I rise to make || until the committees report. dangering the passage of the resolution; for 
40, a privileged motion. I move that the House || Ag this proposition comes from the other | $f we adopt such an amendment the resolution 
od to. now proceed to the consideration of business side of the House, and as we agree to it on | will then have to go back to the Senate for 
on the Speaker’s table for the purpose of || this side, I do not think that any political eap- | coneurrence, and in that way it may be lost 
od by taking up and considering a joint resolution || ital for ‘* buncombe”’ can be made by saying | altogether. 
he is on ae from the Senate in relation to || that one partyand not the other favored a long Mr. MAYNARD. If I can get ie Rooe'es 
taking the census. recess. that purpose I shall move to amend by striking 
ment _ The SPEAKER. That motion is not now || Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, as chair- | out dve tabemed and inserting ten thousand. 
in order, because there has been no morning || man of the Committee of Ways and Means,I | Mr. LAFLIN. I regret that I am not able 
tate,” hour to-day. desire to say [ am gratified that a resolution | to yield the floor to the gentleman to move the 
Mr. GARFIELD. Then I ask unanimous || of this kind has been offered, and I hope it | amendment; but I will state for the information 
ton is consent for that purpose. will beadopted. The Committee of Waysand | of the gentleman and the Hoase, that if we 
-elec- lhe resolution of the Senate was joint reso- || Means will find it necessary to be in session | now concur in this resolution it will be an easy 
» than lution No. 88, suspending existing provisions || for several days during the latter part of the | matter after the recess to order a larger num- 
ore of law for taking the census. || recess, no matter whether the recess terminate | ber of extra copies printed for the use of the 
on of No objection being made, the joint resolution || on the 5th or the 10th of January; and if the | House. It is important that the resolution 
ation, was taken from the Speaker’s table and read || recess be extended, we can very well dispose | should now be concarred in, so that the Public 
_ = * first and second time. || of the additional time so as to be better pre- | Printer can ee a. once with the printing 
| Che question was upon reading the joint || pared to report in relation to matters of pub- | of this pamphlet and so thatit may be ready for 
resolution a third time. | fic interest immediately after the reassembling | distribution as soon as possible. [ hope, there- 
lhe joint resolution was read at length. It || of Congress. fore, that the gentleman from Tennessee Will 
‘the provides that the existing provisions of law Mr. NIBLACK. Ifthe House should reas- | not press his motion. 


( 


clating to taking the census required by the 
onstitution of the United States be and the 


semble on the 5th of January, the probability 


lis that on the next day—Thursday, the 6th 


Mr. MAYNARD. Then! give notice that 


} chal! introduce a resolution for reference to 
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of the House. 

Mr. LAFLIN. I insist now upon the de- 
mand for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof, the resolution was concurred in. 


the Committee on Printing, providing for the 
printing of a larger number of copies for the use 


WT 


our country and the world have sustained an irre- 
trievable loss; and whereas the queen of Great Brit- 
ain, the authorities of London, and the emperor of 
France have made extraordinary provision for the 
transfer of his remains to his native land: 

Le it therefore resolved by the Senate and TTouse of 
Representatives in Congress assembled, That the Presi- 


| dent of the United States be authorized to order as 


Mr. LAFLIN moved to reconsider the vote | 
| thereceptionof the body of our distinguished philan- 
|| thropist as is merited by his glorious deeds, and ina 


by which the resolution was concurredin; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


TRIBUTES TO ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 


Mr. LAFLIN. I ask unanimous consent of 
the House to take up from the Speaker’s table, 
for consideration at this time, Senate resolution 
No. 77, authorizing the distribution of the copies 
remaining in the Department of State of the 


many ships of the line as may be convenient and 
adequate to the occasion to meet at sea the Kuro- 
yous convoy and conductit to these shores; and that 
1e be authorized to make such other preparation for 


manner commensurate with the justice, magnanim- 


|| ity, and dignity of a great people. 


Resolved, That the expenses incurred by such cere- 


| monial as the President may adopt in the premises 
| shall be paid by any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. KELSEY. 


I desire to make a point 
of order. 


As this joint resolution makes an 


appropriation it ought to go to the Appro- 


Tributes of the Nations to Abraham Lincoln, | 


for the purpose of providing with copies of 
this book the members who had not already 
received them, and allowing the remainder to 
be distributed by the Secretary of State. 

Mr. CULLOM. 
York will allow an amendment I will not ob- 
ject; otherwise, I will object to it. It seems 


to me that it is — as competent for the two | 
e for the distribution of this | 


Houses to provi 
document as to place the matter in the hands 
of the Secretary of State. 

The SPEAKER. 
tional amendment. 

Mr. JUDD. Then I object. 

ARTIFICIAL LIMBS. 

Mr. SHANKS. I ask unanimous consent 
to report back from the Committee on the Mili- 
tia House bill No. 605, to provide for furnish- 
ing at the expense of the United States arti- 
ficial limbs and other supports to honorably dis- 
charged officers, soldiers, and marines, when- 


ever needed, during life, on account of wounds | 


received or sickness incurred in the military or 
marine service of the United States. 

Mr. LOGAN. 
provisions of the bill, but it seems strange to 
me that such a measure should come from the 
Committee on the Militia, 
come from the Committee on Military Affairs ; 


I do not know what are the | 


It should properly | 


yriation Committee. 
The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from New 
York is too late in making this objection. 


| Unanimous consent was given last week that 


If the gentleman from New || 


this proposition should be entertained by the 


House. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I yield for a 


_moment to the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. 


CuLLom. } 
UTAH TERRITORY. 
Mr. CULLOM, by unanimous consent, intro- 


| duced a bill (H. R. No. 696) for an act in aid 


There ean be no condi- | 


of the execution of the laws in the Territory 
of Utah, and for other purposes; which was 


| read a first and second time, referred to the 
| Committee on the Territories, and ordered to 
| be printed. 


OFFICERS ON RETIRED LIST. 

Mr. MUNGEN. I ask unanimous consent 
to introduce a joint resolution to permit Army 
and Navy officers who are on the retired list to 
hold civil offices. 

Mr. LOGAN. I object. 

LEAVE TO PRINT. 

Mr. KERR asked and obtained leave to 
print in the Globe some remarks upon the 
Georgia bill. [See Appendix. } 

NEW IAVEN IIARBOR. 
Mr. KELLOGG, by unanimous consent, 


submitted the following resolution ; which was 


and I will say that committee has that subject | 


now under consideration. 


artificial limbs to those who were wounded in 
the service of the United States. 
Mr. SHANKS. 


We have had con- | 
sultation with the Surgeon General and others | 
as to the proper mode of distributing these | 


This subject was before | 


the Committee on Military Affairs during the | 
lortieth Congress, butit did not reportany bill | 


proxaing for the distribution of these artificial 
imbs. It was referred to the Committee on the 
Militia, and we have reported the bill, to which 
| hope there will be no objection. 

Mr. LOGAN. Ibegtosaythis. The ques- 
tion is before the committee now, and | am 
authorized to draft a bill and report it and 


| 





| 


1} 
j 


have reports from all the parties concerned- || 


The ouly question was whether to furnish the 
wooden limbs through the Surgeon General of 
the Army, or the money that the limbs would 
cost, 1 ask that it be referred to the Military 
Committee. 

Objection was made to the consideration of 
the bill being proceeded with. 


MEMORY OF GEORGE PEABODY. 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky, introduced a joint | 


resolution (H. R. No. 96) providing for an 
appropriate tribute on the part of the United 
States to the memory of the late George Pea- 
body ; which was read a first and second time. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I now move, in 
accordance with the leave of the House granted 
on Wednesday last, that the joint resolution 
be put on its passage. 
The Clerk read the joint resolution, as fol- 
ows: 


1] 


b 


| expedient, all information in his 


read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to furnish to the House of Representatives, as soon as 
i ossession relating 

to the condition of New Haven harbor, in the dis- 
trict of Now Haven, Connecticut, the amount here- 
tofore expended for the removal of rocks in said 


| harbor, and the amount required to complete the 
| removal of the same. 


MEMORY OF GEORGE PEABODY—AGAIN. 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I rise for 
the purpose of putting an inquiry to the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky. I understand that the 
remains of George Peabody are now very near 
this coast, and that long before any ships of the 
line could possibly be sent to meet them they 
will have reached this coast. Such is my in- 
formation. What is the information of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky? If my information be 
correct this resolution will be too late to be of 
any use. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I presume that 
the remains of Mr. Peabody will not arrive 
within a week, and ample time will be given 


| to the President of the United States to give 
| effect to the joint resolution which I have 


| offered. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. A ship 


of the line, I wish to say to the gentleman from 


Kentucky, cannot be got ready in a week. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Then the Presi- 


| dent may order such ship as may be conven- 


ient and ready. 
Mr. Speaker, I have offered the preamble and 


resolutions just read to the House in accordance 


| with what I conceive to be the sentiment of the 


i} 


American people as paying a just tribute of 


Wherers in the death of Goorge Peabody, a native # Tespect and homage to the greatest philanthro- 
|| pist of this or any other age, and who is des- 


of the United States and late a resident of England, 
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| tined in all probability to go down in history, 
| the most renowned and lamented private ; ti. 
zen of the world. It is a pleasant relax.i; 
_ Mr. Speaker, in the midst of our labors her: ; 
turn aside from the dry details of petitions and 
| claims; of plans for taxation, tar#fs, and poy. 
enues; of financial schemes for private or pul 
| lic aggrandizement ; from our non COnstan: 
| political and partisan wrangles, to rest our oy. 
and thoughts upon the colossal figure and cha, 
acter of a man who had no ambition for ei, 
| military, or political honors; no power, pe, 
| haps, to lead armies by his valor, public Opin- 
| ion by his pen, assemblies and _senates by ),j, 
| eloquence; yet, although so lately dead, already 
occupies a niche in the temple of fame which 
I fear none of us can ever hope to reach. Wh, 
has not heard of George Peabody, the poor 
American boy, born on the bleak hills of Now 
England, starting out from his home on fy», 
to seek his fortune, not able to pay for his firs, 
night’s repose, but, too proud to beg, asked the 
privilege of sawing wood for the morning fires 
of his landlord to pay for his lodging and break. 
fast. What a noble example for the youth of 
ourcountry! The proud spirit which prompted 
that first independent act of his life animated 
him throughout his long and arduous journey 
to wealth. The goal of his ambition was not 
early reached. More than half a century of 
struggles and trials, of watchfulness and specu- 
lation, had elapsed before he began to realize 
the light which had always inspired his hopes 
and wooed him on. But time, faith, honesty, 
and energy were the mottoes which he cher. 
ished and practiced, and they finally brought 
his triumph. The poor boy of Denvers at length 
became the successful merchant, the London 
banker, and the great benefactor of his race, 
His ambition was not to become rich for the 
sake of being rich, to dazzle the multitude with 


“itl: 


Dn, 


per- 





| his equipage or for personal ease and luxury, 


but for the ability which it brought him to do 
good to his fellow-men, to clothe the naked, to 
feed the hungry, to bind up bleeding and break 
ing hearts, and to educate and elevate the 
human understanding. 

We may search history in vain, Mr. Speaker, 
to find his parallel. There have been many 
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opulent men of earth, but they were too often 
possessed of the same cupidity and avaric: 
which characterized that ‘certain rich man 
which was clothed in purple and fine linen and 
fared sumptuously every day.”’ 

Lydia had her Croesus, Greece her Pisistratus, 
and Rome her Crassus, France her Latitte, 
Germany her Rothschild, and England her 
Baring and Westminster, but it was reserved 
for our own country to give to the world a man 
who so wisely and bounteously dispensed his 
charities as to dwarf and shame them all in 
comparison. He gave as he gained, and rejoiced 
to behold the fruits of his beneficence. He 
followed the sermon on the mount: ‘ Let your 
light so shine before men that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven.”’ 

When Creesus, vain of his great wealth aud 
influence, asked the philosopher Solon what 
he thought of his ees teetane, a pronounce 
no man fortunate until his death’’ was the 
sage’s reply. The powerful and selfish Lydian 
monarch lived to experience the mutability 
of all human greatness, and in his agony 0! 
wretchedness remembered the words of Solon. 

Pisistratus, it is true, established a public 
library at Athens and collected the poems 0! 
Homer, but he dispensed not to the poor, and 
with all he bore the name of tyrant. Croesus, 
the triumvir, devoted his great fortune to the 
gratification of his pride or the enlargement 0! 
his power. No works of charity adorn his 
name. He built a tomb, indeed, to his Cecilia 
Metella, which stands to this hour in the Ap 
pian way, perhaps the evidence of his affection 
and goodness; but the poet has said: 

“Thus much alone we know—Metella died 


The wealthiest Roman’s wife; behold his love oF 
pride.” 
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would place this man above Epaminondas or 
Pericles, the great Julius or Augustus, Pitt or 
or our own Clay or Webster, for in true 


ox, With the rec- 


renown be outweighs them all. 
ort ; 
of his own hand and brain, he stands alone a 


1 


i , 
Mr. Speaker, I need not multiply examples. || heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth cor- 


|| rupt, and where thieves do not break through 


1 of his $8,000,000 to charity, all the result | 
|| one who has adorned the history of our coun- | 


sreat beacon-light on the stormy ocean of life. | 


The men of wealth in modern times in the 
main devote their means either to influence 


nor steal.’’ 
I trust, sir, that these resolutions will meet 


| with no denial in this House, but be unani- 


| try and filled the measure of man’s usefulness | 
George Peabody has accomplished |, 
| a glorious mission, and his fame already rises 


| on earth. 


| 


-he councils and regulate the financial opera- || 


sons of empires and kingdoms, it may be of 
republics, or to imcrease their rentals, thier 


| 


sreat incomes, and ensconse themselves lux- || 
uriously in turreted and gorgeous homes when | 
the poor and the suffering all around them | 
even at the very doors of their gilded palaces, | 


are crying out in vain for charity. Let these 
and the men of our own country especially, 
behold an examplar in this noble citizen, 
aud take a lesson from his life. His munif- 
icent hand found work in two great sections 
of the globe, his native and our mother coun- 
try. He has reared great institutions of learn- 


irg and of charity, has strengthened the hand | 


of the laborer in his toil, raised the widow 
and the orphan from their desolation, and 
has made comfortable the homes and cheered 
the hearts of thousands. And although he 
lived part of his life, made the bulk of his 
fortune, and died in England, yet his heart 
ever turned with filial and fraternal affection 
to his native land. He was indeed a patriot, 
loved his whole country and all his country- 
men, and in the great civil war which so lately 
rent our land and estranged the hearts of our 
people, he looked with sorrow upon the scene, 
loving and pitying both sections; and when he 
came among us after the strife some even still 
nursing the embers of the fires of war, his 
heart was large enough for all, and he turned 
instinctively his melting eyes to the weaker 
side, the unfortunate and the distressed, and 
blessed them with his gracious munificence. 
His charities fell like the dews of heaven upon 
the just and the unjust, the loyal and disloyal. 
“ Blest is the man whose softening heart 

Feels all another’s pain, 

To whom the supplicating eye is never raised in 

To wate offices of love his feet are never slow, 

He views through mercy’s melting eye a brother 

in a foe.” 

But, sir, I will not enlarge upon his virtues, 
his good and glorious benefactions ; the world 
knows them ; thousands of lips have sung his 
praise, thousands of glowing hearts have twined 
their ever-verdant tendrils around his brow, 
and thousands of grateful hands have strewn 
flowers in his pathway to the tomb. 

I have oad 
knowledge of the man. I have never seen the 
form in which was embodied so much of human 
excellence, never touched the hand which doled 
out such riches to the poor, or looked into the 
eyes which so often wept at other’s woes; but 
I desired as a southern man to express my 
admiration of his character and to pay the poor 
tribute of my praise tothisson of New England. 
Massachusetts may well be proud of her off: 
spring, but she cannot alone claim him; he 
belongs in part to both hemispheres of the 
globe, and his fame is a rich inheritance to 
their peopleforever. The poor of London have 
knelt ond worshiped at his shrine, the great 
of England have bowed at his bier and honored 
him with a tomb among her illustrious dead in 
Westminster Abbey. The Emperor of France 
and the British Queen have signalized their 
respect by sending a fleet to escort his remains 
to his nativeland. Can wedo less, Mr. Speaker, 


than authorize the head of our Government | 


to perform a becoming part in the obsequies 
ot our great fellow-citizen? Let a fleet go 
from our shores that will bedeck the sea in 
splendor, reflecting the light from heaven and 
gladdening the angels of God that lead on the 
convoy of our renowned philanthropist. In 
thus honoring him we but honor ourselves. We 
elevate our humanity and “lay up treasures in 


this much from no personal | 


| | 








| 





mously adopted. They do simple justice to 


to the sublime. He could have said while liv: 


|| ing with more truth than any poet that ever 


sang or mortal that ever spoke— 
**Exegi monumentum ere perennius.” 

He built a monument in every Christian 
heart, and every tongue in Christendom should 
sing a requiem to his name. 

Mr. SWANN. I wish to move an amend- 
ment to the resolution in order to meet the 
objection of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. 


be taken to receive the remains of Mr. Pea- 
body, and that the whole subject be referred 
to the President of the United States to take 
such action as he may deem necessary. 


ted States or the State Department have already 
taken action on the other side of the water in 
reference to an escort for the remains of Mr. 
Peabody. I have no doubt that arrangements 
have already been made to receive his remains 
on their arrival in the United States. 


matter of the preparations to receive these 
remains to the i of the United States 
for such action as he may think proper. 

I would further suggest, if the gentleman 


from Kentucky will permit me, that he add to | 


his resolution a provision for the appointment 
by the Speaker of a committee of three mem- 
bers of this House to represent the House of 
Representatives at the funeral of Mr. Peabody 
on the arrival of his remains. Are these sug- 


tucky? 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I will simply 
say in reply to the gentleman from Maryland 
that I would very cheerfully yield to his first 
suggestion, but | have been informed that the 


| President and the Secretary of the Navy have 


already made such preparations, or nearly such 
preparations, as are indicated in the resolution 
which I have offered. 
pleasure my friend’s other suggestion, and am 


that effect. 

Mr. SWANN. It is suggested to me that 
the number of the committee ought to be five. 
I offer the following amendment: 

Resolved, That five members of this House, with 
such members as may be appointed by the Senate, 
be appointed to attend the reception of the remains 


of Mr. Peabody on our shores on behalf of the Con- 
gress of the United States. 


Mr. SCHENCK. What is the resolution 
before the House? 

The SPEAKER. A joint resolution offered 
by unanimous consent by the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Jones] some ten days since 
and made the special order for Monday after 
the morning hour. It comes up now, the sus- 
pension of the rules on the Georgia bill havin 
taken it out of its order. The resolution wil 
again be reported for the information of the 
House. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. SWANN. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky that if he insists upon 
his resolution as it stands now, providing that 
ships of the line shall be designated by the 


_I would suggest that the gentleman | 
from Kentucky strike out from his resolution | 
all that relates to the particular measures to | 


I would, | 
therefore, suggest to the gentleman that he || 
modify his resolution so as to leave the whole | 
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Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I wil! strike out 
the words ‘‘ships of the line’’ and insert 
‘naval vessels.’” That will meet the objec- 
tion. 

BUSINESS FOR TO-MORROW. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Before any vote is taken 
upon any subject | wish to ask the unanimous 
consent of the House that to-morrow—inas 
much as many members are making prepara 
tions to go away—be devoted to discussion 
only, for which the House may go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and that no business shall be in order except 
the receiving and signing of enrolled bills. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I hope the 


|| gentleman will except also the introduction of 
|| bills and joint resolutions for reference only. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I have no objection to 


|| that if they are not to be brought back by 


| motions to reconsider. 


Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. Precisely. 

Mr. RANDALL. I would like the gentle- 
man also to except legislation on the subject 
of printing the report of the Commissioner of 


| Internal Revenue. 


The | 
| House is aware that the President of the Uni- 


Mr. SCHENCK. That, under therules, must 
go to the Committee on Printing, when brought 
before the House. 

Mr. RANDALL. I would like to have that 
committee allowed the privilege of reporting 


| to-morrow, and the House allowed the privilege 


of ordering that document to be printed prior 
to the recess. 

Mr. KELLEY. I want to be heard on the 
question of printing that report. 

Mr. DICKEY. So dol. 

Mr. MAYNARD. We have not had an 


| opportunity to read that document yet. 


Ir. SCHENCK. I do not think it is neces- 
sary to include that. 
Mr. KELLEY. I am told it has already 
been printed for distribution. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I propose that the session 
for to-morrow shall be for debate only, for the 
signing of enrolled bills, and for the introduc- 


| || tion of bills and joint resolutions merely for 
gestions agreeable to the gentleman from Ken- | 


reference. 


Mr. RANDALL. I object to that unless it 


| is also agreed that the Committee on Printing 


shall have an opportunity to report. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then I move that the 
House now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will be obliged 
to recognize the gentleman from Maryland [ Mr. 





I accept with great | 


Swann] upon the resolution of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Jones, ] as the gentle- 


|| man from Ohio [Mr. Scuencx] was allowed 


| willing that he shall offer an amendment to | 


1] 


President of the United States, it may embar- | 


rass his resolution. I would suggest to him 
that he accept my amendment that this whole 


| subject be referred to the President of the | 


United States, to take such action as he may 
deem necessary. 


| 


| 


l-will be a mere trifle. 


the floor merely to make a suggestion in rela- 


| tion to business to-morrow. 
| Mr. SCHENCK. One object in moving the 


adjournment was to give gentlemen time to 
reflect upon the resolution of the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I had hoped that 
there would not be a single objection to the 
resolution. As to the expense, I presume it 
One single second’s 
flow into the Treasury would be suflicient to 


| pay the expense. 


BETSEY LEWIS. 


Mr. HOTCHKISS, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 697) granting a 
pension to Betsey Lewis; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


MEMORY OF GEORGE PEABODY—AGAIN. 
The House resumed the consideration of the 


_preamble and resolution in relation to the 
|memory of George Peabody. 


Mr. VOORHEES. I seek the floor for but 
one purpose, and that is to respond to the sug- 
gestion of the distinguished gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Scnenck,] which I think he cught 
not to have made, in regard to the expense to 
be incurred by this Government in receiving 

| the remains of Mr. Peabody. A man who gave 
ithe charities and bestowed the benefactions 
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Government he hotrored by being its citizen 
from considerations of that kind. I trust this 
resolution will pass. There is nothing we can 
do, however much it may cost, but what the 
country would receive with delight and appro- 
bation. I did not rise to try and say handsome 
things in eulogy of Mr. Peabody, and I shall 
not do so. There is enough in his character to 
impress itself upon every mind that any expense, 
however great it may be, must necessarily be 
comparatively small in receiving the remains 
of that honored individual, and I very deeply 
regret that the gentleman from Ohio indulged 
in that remark. We are considering a man 
whose chief characteristic and whose glory is 
that of liberality and generosity, and. parsi- 
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mony is not to be allowed upon the part of a 


nation who seeks to honor his name, 

Mr. SCHENCK. It was not the mere mat- 
ter of expense that induced me to manifest any 
objection tothe passage of this resolution. It 
may be a matter of taste and a matter of judg- 


ment between my friend from Indiana [Mr, | 
Voonnees | and myself in regard to the pro- | 


priety of anything further being done. 1 will 
say this, however, that there has been already 


at least one, if not two, vessels of the United || 
States detailed to go from the European squad- | 


ron to Mngland and there meet and accom. 
pany as a convoy the vessel that is bringing the 
remains of Mr. Peabody to this country. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. ‘Then 
objection is of no avail. 


Mr. SCHENCK. 


your 


or not I cannot say, to meet and act as a far- 
ther escort, 
as a manifestation of respect on both sides of 
the Atlantic, considering how very much Mr. 


All this, perhaps, bas been proper | 


tions are now before us, and our negative action 
upon them would be construed as a mark of 
disrespect to a man whom the civilized world 
delights to honor. For that reason, if for no 
other, I desire favorable action upon these 
resolutions, 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker 

TheSPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky resumes the floor. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Then the gentleman does 
not permit me to conclude my remarks, 

Mr. JONES, of Kentueky. 
deeply to hear the remarks of my friend, the 
disunguished gentlemau from Ohio, [Mr. 








Scuenck.] IL had hoped that this subject would | 
I offered these | 


draw forth no partisan allusion. 
resolutions from a sense of propriety, from a 
sense of justice to the memory of the great 
man whom they propose to honor, and in con- 
sonance with that feeling which I believe to be 


‘| prevalent among the whole American people. 


This is @ proposition to | 
send other vessels, whether they can be spared || 


} 


{ regret, sir, that any such discussion as this 
has arisen ; and having the foor, and being able 
to control the question, my own sense of pro- 


priety forbids me to allow this discussion to | 
proceed further. Therefore I call the previous 


question, 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
tions on the table. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
that the House adjourn. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
being made, I withdraw my motion. 

Mr, JONES, of Kentucky. I call for the 


I move to lay the resolu- 


Il move 


| yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn. 


Peabody has done; but { wish to remind this || 


Jlouse that Jongress has not been unmindful | 


of what Mr. Peabody’s benevolence has been, 


as manifested in a public way before the world | 


and in the two countries where he has distrib- 
uted his bounty, for we havealready voted to him 
a medal more elegant—for | saw it once—than 
anything that was ever before given, I under- 
take to say, to any private individual by a vote 
of Congress. Aud I say for one, ungracious 


as the task may be, that L would rather divide |! 
to some extent the sentiment of respect. and || 


regard on the part of this country toward those 


abroad whose remains may be returned here for | 


burial by sending, if the case should occur, 
ships to meet the body of some humble indi- 
vidual—poor, it may be—who in proportion to 
his means while we were engaged in the strug- 
gle for the very life of the nation gave his time, 
his energy, his endeavors in every way, as well 
as his hopes and sympathies, to the Union for 
which we were then fighting. [Applause.] 

Now, sir, gentlemen upon the other side and 
upon this side may thinl 
me to submit any remarks of this kind at such 
a time as this, and concerning a man whom all 
the world—at least the people of two countries— 
have combined to honor. 
though I should stand alone, that up to this 
point I think we have done quite enough to 
manifest respect for this individual, an 
there are other considerations which may weigh 
upon the minds of some which would induce 
them to permit his ody to be brought home 
now to his country aud buried quietly and hon- 
orably in the soil which gave him birth. 

Mr. VOORHEES... Will the gentleman allow 
me @ single remark ? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. VOORHEKS. I desire to makéa single 
observation. 1 would go as fur as the gentle- 
man from Qhio or anybody elsé to do honor to 
that class of whom he speaks and whose fidelity 
to the Government he so well states.” I do not 


think, however, that considerations of thiskind || Jones, Kellogg, Kerr, Ketcham 


| Lawrence, Lynch, Marshall Mayham, McCormick, 


ought to be thrown in here. This question 
does not stand as it would if these resolutions 
had not been introduced. 


< it very improper for | 


But 1 say again, || 


that | 


| 


ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTIONS AND BILL. 


Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- | 


rolled Bills, reported that the committee had 
examined and found truly enrolled joint reso- 
lutions and a bill of the following titles ; when 
the Speaker signed the same: 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 77) disapproving 
of a contract for leasing the custom-house 
block in San Francisco ; 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 88) suspending 
existing provisions of law for taking the cen- 
sus; and 

An act (S. No. 281) to promote the recon- 
struction of the State of Georgia. 


MEMORY OF GEORGE PEABODY——AGAIN, 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I withdraw | 


| the motion .to adjourn for the purpose of yield- 


} 





| ing to the gentleman from Tennessee to trans- 
| act some necessary business. 


Mr. ARNELL obtained the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky, 1 object to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts yielding the floor. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Then I 
renew the motion to adjourn. 

The House divided ; and there were—ayes 44, 
noes 50; no quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER ordered tellers; and Mr. 
Jones, of Kentucky, and Mr. Burien, of Massa- 


|| chusetts, were appointed. 


Mr. INGERSOLL demanded the yeas and 
nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided | 
iu the negative—yeas 42, nays 72, not voting | 


| 97: as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ambler, Asper, Buckley, Burchard, 
Burdett, Betijamin F. Butler, Cessna, Amasa Cobb, 
Cook, Dickey, Dixon, Ferriss, Hawkins, Hawley, 
Hotchkiss, udd, Kelley, Kelsey, Logan, Maynard 
McCarthy, McGrew, Mereur, William Moore Daniel 
J. Morrell, Newley, Packard. Paine, Palmer, Phelps, 


Sawyer, Schenck, William J. Smith, Starkweather, 


| Strickland, Taffe, Taney, ‘ownsend, Van Horn,Cad- 


| 


| 
| 
| 


t In that case we || cont, Joseph &, Smith, Stevenson, Stone 
might perhaps, without doing injustice to our- || Strader, Stroné, Swann, Trimble, Twichell, 


i} welader C. Washburn, \ 


| Bird, Boles, George M. 
| Churchill, Clarke, Coburn, Conger, Crebs, 
|| Dockery, Dox, 


p ilkinson, and Witeher—42. 
AYS— Messrs. Adama, Archer, Arnell, Bingham, 
Brooks, Builinton, Caikin, 
eweese, 
Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Fitch, 
Garfield, Getz, Greene. Griswold, Hay, Hill, Nolman, 
looper, Lugersoll, Jenckes, Johnson, Thomas L 
Knott, in, Lash, 
MeNevly, Mungen, Myers, 


iblack, O’ Neill, Packer, 
Peters, Potter, 


ndall, Reeves, Rogers, Roots, Sar- 
i Stou hton, 
peon, 


I regret very | 


The motion to adjourn | 


GLOBE. 


ai 


upon mankind that he did should dissever the || selves, have done nothing. But these resolu- | 





| 





| 








| 


'| K, Butler, Cake, Cleveland, Clinton L, Cobb, 





| . NOT VOTING—Messrs. Allison, Ames 
| Axtell, Bailey, Banks, Barnum, Beaman, 
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Voorhees, Welker, Wells, Whittemore, and Ry: 
. Wilson—72. sg, 


» Armstro; 
Beat 


Ps 


Beck, Benjamin, Bennett, Benton, Biggs, } 
Bowen, Boyd, James Brooks, Buck, Burr, Roder.,) 
' ACK 
Cox, Cullom, Davis, Dawes, Dickinson, Doniey ic 


val, Dyer, Ela, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Fox, Gj}4) 

Golladay, Haight, Haldeman, Hale, amb 
liamill, Hamilton, Hays, Heaton, Heflin, Ho.” 
Iloar, Hoge, Hopkins, Alexander H. Jones, Julian’ 
Knapp, Loughridge, McCrary, Eliakim H! Mo...’ 
Jesse i. Moore, Morgan, Samuel P. Morrill, 4." 
rissey, Orth, Poland, Pomeroy, Prosser, Reading 


Rice, Sanford, Schumaker, Scofield, Shanks, Lionel 


A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, Slocum, Jo}, 
A. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, William Smy¢), 
Stevens, Stiles, Stokes, Sweeney, Tillman, Tyner 
Van Auken, Van Trump, Ward, William B. Was)’ 
burn, Wheeler, Willard, Williams, John T. Wilso, 
Winans, Winchester, Wood, and Woodward—97, 


So the House refused to adjourn, 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. 
amendment of the 
[Mr. Swann. ] 

Mr. Swany’s amendment was read, ag {y). 
lows: 

Strikeout allafter the words ** United States” dowy 
to and including the word “ preparation” and insert 
“be authorized to make such preparations;” sy j; 
will read; 

That the President of the United States be author. 
ized to make such preparations for the reception of 
the body of our distinguished philanthropist ag js 
merited by his glorious deeds, and in a manner con - 
mensurate with the justice, magnanimity, and 
dignity of a great people. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. 
that that amendment will be adopted. 
Mr. SARGENT. Is it in order to call for 

a separate vote on the last resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. It is an amendment, and 
will be voted on separately. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Will the gentleman from 
Kentucky yield to me for a single remark? 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Certainly. 

Mr. SCHENCK. | did not have an oppor- 
tunity to state my reasons as fully as I desired; 
and I wish to say now that if I had been aware 
of the fact that unanimous consent was being 
asked to bring this subject before the House | 
should have objected at thetime. Inever knew 
it until it came in; but that, of course, was my 
own fault. When the gentleman from Ker 
tucky was reading some remarks I was misle 
by a gentleman sitting near me, who said the 
gentleman was making some explanation of his 
vote on the subject of repudiation the other day. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Your friend 
must have been very obtuse. I stand by that 
vote, and am ready to justify it at any time it 
may be necessary. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The matter now being 
before the House and having assumed its pres: 
ent form, Ido not propose to. manifest any 
further opposition to it. I will not, therefore, 
renew the motion to lay the subject on the 
table, but let it go for what it is worth. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I. demand the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded aud the 
main question saieead which was on theamen¢: 
ment moved by Mr, Swany. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
ov, noes 61. 

So the amendment was disagreed to, 

The question then recurred on engrossing 
the joint resolution as amended. 

Mr. KELSEY. I ask a separate vote on 
the resolution appropriating money. 

The SPEAK R. It would not be in order 
to take a separate vote in the way suggested. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I would make 
a single remark as to the question of expense. 
Iam told that the President of the United 
States and the Secretary of the Navy have 
already adopted measures which will involve 
no more expense than is contemplated by the 
resolution. 

The question being taken on ordering the 
joint resolution to be engrossed and read the 
third time, it was agreed to. So the joint reso- 


I accept the 
gentleman from Maryland, 


I hope 


lution, being ougroesed, was read the third 
time, and passed. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky, moved to recon 
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ler the vote by which the joint resolution 
.< passed ; and also moyed to lay the motion 
eeonsider on the table. 

rhe latter motion was agreed to. 


EULOGIES ON SENATOR FESSENDEN, 

Mr. MAYNARD, by unanimous consent, 
offered the following resolution; which was 
read, and referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing: . : 4 

jresolved, That there be printed in pamphiet form, 

the use of the House, ten thousand copies of the 
jituary addresses delivered in the two Houses on 
the occasion of the announcement of the decease of 
Hon. William Pitt Fessenden,in addition to the num- 
er already ordered by the joint resolution of the 
and the House of Representatives. 
EMPLOYMENT OF CLERKS. 

Mr. ARNELL. The Committee on Accounts 
have directed me to make a report in answer 
.) various resolutions passed by this House. 

he Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the following committees be au- 
thorized to, employ clerks during the second session 
of the Fortieth-First Congress, at the sa'ary of $4 80 
cents per day: Banking and Currency; Commerce; 
Naval Affairs; Post Office and Post Roads ; Railways 
ind Canals; Indian Affairs; Foreign Affairs ; Print- 
ing; Ninth Census; Territories; District of Colum- 
bia: who shall perform the duties of clerk for the 
Committee on Retrenchment; Education and Labor; 
Mines and Mining; who shall perform the duties of 
jerk for the Committee on the Pacific Railroad; 
Revision of the Laws; Reconstruction; Man-1fae- 
tures. 

Mr. ARNELL, I move that the report be 
adopted; and on that motion I call for the pre- 
yious question. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rise toa privileged ques- 
tion. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
[his will give us an Opportunity to look over 
the list submitted by the Committee on Ac- 


counts. 


senate 


BUSINESS OF TO-MORROW. 
Mr. SCHENCK. 


from Indiana [Mr. Houtman] will allow me to 


I hope the gentleman | 


gentleman from Ohio will exempt resolutions 
calling for information from the Executive. 
I desire to bring forward a resolution of that 
nature in order that information may be ob- 
tained during the recess for the action of the 
House immediately on the reassembling of 
Congress. 

Mr. SCHENCK. With the utmost respect 
for my friend from Illinois, I must say that 


those resolutions are very often made to em- 


brace preambles and recitals. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. That is not so in the 
resent case. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Ihave no doubt that the 


gentleman’s resolution is entirely correct. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I object if resolutions 
of the elass I have indicated are not exempted. 
CLERKS FOR COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ARNELL. 


I desire to inquire if I have 


the floor? 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee made a report from a privileged com: 
mittee, and pending his demand for the previous 
question upon it the gentleman from Indiana 
| Mr. Houtman] moved that the House do now 


adjourn. 


Mr. ARNELL. Will the gentleman from 
Indiana allow me a word? 
Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly; but the ground 


| of my motion to adjourn is that we want a little 
| time to look over the list of commiitees that 


are to be allowed clerks. It is impossible to 
understand the resolution from the hasty read- 
ing at the desk. ‘The gentleman cannot cer- 
tainly object to giving us till to-morrow to 
examine his resolution. 

Mr. MUNGEN. | object to any debate. 

Mr. ARNELL. I desire to say that it is 
impossible for the clerks of the committees 


| who have served during the last month to be 


ask unanimous consent again to propose an || 


arrangement for to-morrow, 
Mr. HOLMAN. I have no objection. 
Mr. RA NDALL. 
jection which 1 formerly madeto the proposition 
of the gentleman from Ohio, { Mr. Scuenck ;] 
and in doing so 1 desire to say a word in my 
own defense. I want to have the document I 


L beg to withdraw the ob- || 


relerred to, the report of the Special Commis: || 


sioner of the Revenue, printed at the earliest || . . 
oy acl . »P earliest || -enew the motion to adjourn. 

moment, so that the arguments and the con- | 

clusions of that gentleman may be the better 

refuted, and so that those who are disposed to | 


concur with him may the better see the statistics | 


and grounds on which he bases his recommend- 
ations. 4 desire that this document shall be 
printed before the adjournment. But if the 


urging of this is going to interfere with the work | 
of the House to-morrow, without resulting in | 


the object [ had in view, I shall not press it. 
Mr. KELLEY. 


I would suggest to my col- | 
league that the true way to expedite the print- || 


ing of that report is to leave it with the Com- | 


mittee on Printing. 
Mr. RANDALL. 
mouon. 


lhe SPEAKER. 


It goes there without a 


The Chair will state, for 


ihe information of the gentleman from Penn- || 


sylvania, [Mr. Ranpa.t, ] and lest there should 
ve any misunderstanding on the subject, how 
‘his matter stands. The report of the Special 
Commissioner of the Revenue came as an ex- 
ecutive communication, and as such was taken 
irom the Speaker’ s table yesterday and referred 
'o the Committee of Ways and Means. It is 
‘he uniform practice to order all executive 
communications to be printed; but this does 
not embrace the printing of an extra number 
of copies, which must be decided on by the 
Vommittee on Printing. But of all executive 
communications the usual number of copies is 
always printed. 
_ Mr. SCHENCK. The proposition I make 
18 that to-morrow be devoted to debate in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and that no business be transacted. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I object unless the 





|| tion. 


paid unless this resolution or a similar one is 
passed. 

Mr. MUNGEN. I object to debate. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I would ask the gentle- 
man from Tennessee if his resolution enlarges 
the number of clerks to committees we had 
last year? 

Mr. ARNELL. 
number. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


No; it decreases the 


I think we ought to have 
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OFFICERS ON RETIRED LIST. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The obstruction from the 
gentleman from Illinois { Mr, INGERSOLL] being 
removed, I now renew my proposition. " 

Mr. MUNGEN. Will the gentleman first 
allow me to introduce a joint resolution for 
reference to a committee? It is simply to do 
justice to worn-out soldiers. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I have no objection. 

Mr. MUNGEN, by unanimous consent, in 
troduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 97) 


| permitting Army and Navy officers who are on 


the retired list to hold civil offices ; which was 


| read a first and second time, and referred to 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 
BUSINESS FOR TO-MORROW. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I do not propose an ad- 


journment. I merely wish to have an agree- 
ment as to our proceedings to-morrow, and 
then gentlemen can go on and introduce bills 
and resolutions for the rest of the day. I ask 
unanimous consent that the session of to-mor- 
row be devoted to general discussion, and that 
no business shall be in order except the sign 
ing of enrolled bills and the introduction of 
bills and joint resolutions for reference only, 
and not to be brought back by a motion to 
reconsider. 

There was no objection; and it 


was so 


ordered. 


until to-morrow to look into this matter, and I || 


The question was put; and there were—ayes 
49, noes 59. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. MUNGEN. [rise to a privileged ques- 
I move that there bea call of the House. 


No quorum voted on the motion to adjourn. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman is mis- 
taken. A quorum voted on the question of 
adjournment. 

The question was put and the House refused 
to order a call. 

Mr, ARNELL. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on agreeing to the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded and the 


| main question ordered. 


Mr. MUNGEN called for tellers on agreeing 
to the resolution. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr, Muncen and 
Mr. ARNELL were appointed. 


The House divided ; and the tellers reported— | 


ayes sixty-seven, noes not counted. 
So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. ARNELL moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also | 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
REPORTS OF NATIONAL BANKS. 


Mr. INGERSOLL, by unanimons consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


| directed tc furnish this House with the information 


required to be obtained by the Comptroller of the 
Currency by section two of the act of March 3, 1869, 
entitled ‘An act regulating the reports of national 
banking associations.”” 


| 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. LOGAN. Willthe gentleman withdraw 
that motion for a moment? 


Mr. HOLMAN. Yes, sir; I withdraw it. 
EQUESTRIAN STATUE OF GENERAL GRANT 


I move that the House do 


Mr. LOGAN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a joint resolution (H. Lt. No. 98) donat 
ing cannon for the erection of an equestrian 
statue to General U. S. Grant; which was read 
a first and second time. 

‘Lhe resolution authorizes the Secretary of 
War to deliver to J. A. Bailey such eannon as 
may be required to make an equestrian statue 
in bronze ot General U.S. Grant, to be erected, 
free of cost to the United States, on the south 
terrace of the Treasury Department of the 
United States. 

‘The joint resolution was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
eugrossed, it was accordingly read the third 


| time, and passed, 


Mr. LOGAN moved to reeonsider the vote 


| by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
\| also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF 1812. 


Mr. FERRY, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution ; which was read, 
considered, and adopted ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions and War of 1812 be instructed to exam- 
ine into the expediency of providing for pensions 
to be granted to the surviving soldiers of the war 
of 1812-15, aud that they report by bill or otherwise. 


NASHVILLE AND DECATUR RALLROAD. 
Mr. ARNELL. I ask unanimous consent to 


submit the following resolution for considera- 
tion at this time: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to inform this House if the quartermaster’s depart- 


| ment has transmitted to the accounting officers: of 
| the Treasury, in accordance with the provisions of 


| tlement in connection wit 


the act approyed July 16, 1798, the contract entered 
into by the Nashville and Decatur Railroad Com- 
pany with the United States Government for the pur- 
chase of material under the provisions of the execu - 
tive ordersof August 8 and October 14, 1865; or if the 
accounts of said company with the Government, un- 
der said contract. and subsequent modifications, have 
been transmitted to said accounting offiecrs for set 
all claims of said com 
pany, to the end that any balance ascertained to be 
due the Government in accordanve with the several 
statutes providing for the settlement of public ac 
counts and claims for set-off, approved March 3, 1797, 
and March 3,.1817, shall be collected in accordance 
with the provisions of the several acts providing for 
the collection of public debts, approve I Mareb 4 i, 
March 3, 1817, May 15, 1820, and May 29,1550; and if 
said lawshave not been complied with, what delays 
have occurred, and the « i for them. 


ause ossigne 








3 
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Mr. KNOTT. 
regular order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then I renew the motion 
that the House now adjourn. 


1 object, and call for the 


The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 


(at five o'clock p.m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees ; 


By Mr. ARNELL: A petition of citizens of | 


Wayne county, Tennessee, asking for the en- 
forcement of law and order in that State. 


By Mr. CALKIN: The petition of Simon | 
Kiichengreen, late private company B, fifty- || 


second New York volunteers, for arrears of | 


pension, 


By Mr. CESSNA: The petition and proof | 


of Daniel R. Wunderlich, of Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, for relief for the loss of three 


$500 five-twenty bonds, stolen and destroyed || 


by the rebel army during the capture of Cham- 
bersburg in 1864. 


by Mr. CHURCHILL: A petition for the 


relief of Brevet Major General Robert Ander- || 
son, from John A. Dix, I. D. Morgan, and |, 
New York and iis 


8355 others, citizens of 


vicinity. 


Also, a petition of the officers and members 


of the Oswego County Medical Society, New 
York, for equalization of rank of the staff and 
line officers of the Navy. 

By Mr. DUVAL: The petition of James H. 


Jacobs, late private company D, fifth regiment | 


Ohio volunteers, asking for relief. 


By Mr. HOAR: The petition of Richard || 


Kipes, of Virginia, for removal of disabilities. 
By Mr. JUDD: The petition of C. M. Hen- 


rs : Co. ors i ; ; 
derson & Co., and others, asking repeal of the | 26 the Gousenitine 64 Pensions. 


Mr. CATTELL presented the petition of | 


duty on hides. 

Also, the petition of William A. Calhous 
and others, asking an increase of salary to 
ietter-carriers. 


By Mr. KELLEY: A petition of citizens 


of Philadelphia, for the relief of Brevet Major | 


General Robert Anderson. 
By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of Rob- 


arrearages of pay. 


Also, the petition of Susan R. Choate, widow | 


of William Choate, deceased, late private com- 
pany K, tenth regiment Tennessee cavalry, 
praying for a pension. 

Also, the petition of John Leinard, of An- 
derson county, Tennessee, praying compensa- 
tion for building a ferry. 

Also, the petition of Hamilton Ryan, of 
Knoxville, Tennessee, praying to be restored 
to the pension-roll. 

By Mr. MYERS: The petition of J. Dyson, 
of Philadelphia, for an extension of his patent 
for stripping and cleaning the main cylinders 
of carding machines, and for returning the 
strippings to the same while running. 

Also, the petition of Clarinda D. Batcher, 
of Philadelphia, widow of Ebenezer Butcher, 
company F, twenty-seventh Pennsylvania vol- 
unteers, for a special act granting her a pension. 

By Mr. PAINE: The petition of W. M. 
lloward and 50 others, citizens of Walworth 
county, Wisconsin, for repeal of the duties on 
foreign hides. 

Also, the petition of Simon E. Neustadte, 
and 35 others, citizens of Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin, for repeal of the duties on foreign hides. 

Also, the petition of W. McWilliams and 41 
others, citizens of Waukesha county, Wiscon- 
sin, for repeal of the duty on foreign hides. 

Also, the petition of O. G. Van Dusen, 

uardian of Willis C. Pratt, of Milwaukee, 
Visconsin, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of James Crugom, of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, for a pension. 

By Mr. SAWYER: The memorial of John 
ll. Miller, and 60 others, citizens of Mar- 
guette county, Wisconsin, asking for the repeal 
of the import duty on foreign hides. 
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By Mr. UPSON: The petition of Edwards, 


Townsend & Co. and 92 firms and citizens of | 


Cleveland, Ohio, asking that said city may be 
made a port of entry. 


By Mr. WILKINSON: A petition of citi- | 
praying | 


zens of Olmsted county, Minnesota, 
the repeal of the duty on foreign hides. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 22, 1869. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Newmay, 
D. D. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 


EXTENSION OF ILOLIDAY RECESS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Before proceed- 
ing to morning-hour business the Chair, in 
accordance with the twenty-fourth rule, sub- 
mits a concurrent resolution from the House 
of Representatives proposing to extend the 
recess. The Secretary will report the resolu- 
tion. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the recess | 


provided for by the concurrent votes of the two 
louses, and to commence on the 22d instant, be, and 
is hereby, extended from the 5th to Monday, the 10th 
day of January next. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move that 
the resolution be laid on the table until the 
Senate shall be somewhat fuller. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 


objection it will be laid on the table until |, 


Senate resolutions are called for. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. BROWNLOW presented the petition 


of William H. Oliver, of Tennessee, praying | 


to be allowed a pension; which was referred 


Thomas P. Wollaston, late of Kaston, Talbot 


| county, an praying compensation for | 


services rendered and expenses incurred in the 


| service of the Government during the late war; || 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. || 


He also presented a petition of citizens of 


: - a || Philadelphia, prayi ensi 
ert P. Craven, late assistant surgeon third } ee oe pow adh pao ae ¥ 
regiment Tennessee mounted men, praying for || ; “y 5 A 


1812, and also to the widows of such as are 


| deceased; which was referred to the Commit- 


tee on Pensions. 

Mr. CORBETT. I desire to present a 
memorial of merchants of New York, in which 
they set forth that the staff officers of the Navy, 
the surgeons, paymasters, and engineers, are 


|| endeavoring to obtain for themselves such 


| 


the case of Elizabeth Carson, of 


rights and privileges as seem calculated to prove 
detrimental to the proper discipline of the Navy, 
and are enlisting the sympathy and assistance 
of their professional brethren throughout the 
country. They say: 

** We therefore deem it incumbent on us, in behalf 
of the safety and prosperity of the national com- 
merce, to request most respectfully that your honor- 
able body will exercise the greatest caution in intro- 
ducing principles into the maritime service which 
we apprehend are fraught with so much danger to 
the public welfare.”’ 

I desire to have this memorial referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

It was so referred. 


Mr. SCOTT. I present a memorial of sim- 
ilar import to that just presented by the Sen- 
ator from Oregon, from citizens of New York, 
in regard to the line and staff of the Navy, and 
I move its reference to the same committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be so 
referred. 

Mr. DAVIS presented additional papers in 
entucky ; 
which with her petition, now on the files of 


the Senate, was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. POMEROY, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Charles Rosefield be 


taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 
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PARTIAL DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Committe 
on Appropriations, to whom was referred 4) ; 
bill (H. KR. No, 695) making appropriatio . 
partially supply deficiencies in the appropri; 
tions for the service of the fiseal year endin, 
June 30, 1870, have instructed me to report i: 
back without amendment, and recommend j;, 
passage. I ask for its present consideration, 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as j, 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to ia 
sider the bill. It proposes to appropriate, 
supply deficiencies in the appropriations {, 
the fiscal year ending on the 80th June, 1879. 


‘ for compensation ay¢ 
mileage of the members of the Legislative A. 


| sembly of the Territory of New Mexico, and 
contingent expenses thereof, $15,000; for pub. 


NS to 


| the following sums: 


lishing the laws in pamphlet form and in news. 
papers of the States and Territories, and j, 
the city of Washington, $36,000. F 

The bill was reported to the Senate withoy: 
| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
| the third time, and passed. 


DES MOINES RAPIDS. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Committeo 


| on Apsenysintions, to whom was referred the 
bill (H.. R. No. 679) making a temporary appro. 
| priation for the prosecution of the work upon 
| the improvement of the Des Moines rapids jn 
'the Mississippi river, have instructed me to 


| 
| 
| 


| es it back and recommend its passage, | 
ask for its present consideration. 

| Byunanimous consent the Senate, as in Com. 
|| mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
| bill. It proposes to appropriate, to be expended 
|| under the direction and superintendence of the 
|| Secretary of War, forthe purpose of continuing 
| the prosecution of the work upon the improve- 
| ment of the Des Moines rapids in the Missis- 
| sippi river, the sum of $200,000. 

| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
| the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SUMNER. TI ask leave to introduce a 
bill of which no previous notice has been given— 
I referred to it yesterday, however—entitled a 
| bill (S. No. 359) to carry out the reconstrue- 
'| tion acts in the State of Virginia and to secure 
| equality before the law. . 
| By unanimous consent, leave was granted 
| to introduce the bill; which was read twice 
'| by its title. 

Mr. SUMNER. As that subject is already 
| before the Senate ona report from the Judiciary 
| Committee, I shall content myself at present 
|| by asking that the bill be printed, Al give 
|| notice that I hope at the proper time to move 

it as a substitute for the bill reported by the 
|| Committee on the Judiciary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be ordered 


|| Mr. MORTON asked, and by unanimous 
|| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (5. 


| 
| 


|| No. 860) to repeal so much of the statute as 
|| prohibits the State of Virginia from organizing 
|| a militia; which was read twice by its tile, 
|| referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. ROSS asked, and by unanimous con- 
| sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso: 
lution (S. R. No. 89) providing for the sale o! 
certain lands in the State of Kansas ceded to 
the United States in trust by the Cherokee 
| nation of Indians; which was read twice by 1's 
title, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. : 
Mr. ROSS submitted an amendment !n- 
tended to be proposed by him to the bill (5. 
No. 845) to provide for the settlement and 
payment of the expenses incurred by the ter 
ritorial authorities of Montana in the suppres 
sion of Indian hostilities therein during tic 
year 1867; which was referred to the Comm'': 
tee on Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


CLASSIFICATION OF CLERKS. 
Mr. WILLIAMS submitted the following 
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resolution ; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rotrenchmentbe 

‘trueted to inquire into the expediency of provid- 
py law for the classification of the clerks in the 
ing py Departments so that they shall be numbered 
ser and , No.1 being the highest; and to provide 
l= “hat all original appointments shall be in the 
. “th and lowest class, and that all appointments 
in the other classes shall be made by promotion from 
the next lower class according to merit. 


ARMY GENERAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. WILSON. I offer a resolution and ask || 
for its consideration at this time: 
> ‘ i Mili Affairs 
_ Recoleet, Tet porider the expediency of oddine 
two to the number of Lieutenant Generals and of 

reducing the number of major generals to three. 

By unanimous consent the Senate proceeded | 
to consider the resolution. ' 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I desire 
simply to say in explanation of the resolution 
that the object contemplated by it is a reduc- 
tion of the number of major generals from five | 
to three, and an addition of two to the number 
of Lieutenant Generals. My objectin proposing || 
+. | will state frankly, is to do what I deem to 
be justice to two very eminent generals, Gen- 
eral Thomas and General Meade. General 
Grant was made Lieutenant General, and then 
General of the Army, and then elected Presi- 
dent, and I have no doubt he will be again, and 


that at the next election he will be as strong as || 


he was before, if not much stronger. General 

Sherman was made Lieutenant General and then 

General. General Sheridan has been made 

Lieutenant General. Everybody admits the 

great services and high character of General 

Thomas, and the great services rendered to the | 
country by General Meade, who commanded 

at the battle of Gettysburg, I think the turn- 
ing battle of the war; and it does seem to me | 
that we owe it to the country to make some | 
recognition of the services of these two very 
eminent men. I have offered this resolution 
directing the Committee on Military Affairs to 
make the inquiry whether it is expedient to do 
what I have suggested. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I cer- | 
tainly have no objection to a resolution of | 
inquiry, and no objection to its going to the | 
committee; but I do not exactly see how the | 
Congress of the United States is going to pro- | 
mote the two distinguished generals to whom | 
the Senator has referred, and in regard to whom | 
I entirely agree that the nation owes them a | 
debt of gratitude, and that they performed most | 
distinguished services for thecountry. Itdoes | 
not seem to me, however, that the creating of | 
two additional Lieutenant Generals will neces- | 
sarily accomplish the object. My own judg- 
ment is, if it was to do over again, that we 
have got too many high officers already; that | 


it would have been better when General Grant || 


left the office of General not to fill it, but to | 


leave General Sherman where he was, Lieu- || 


tenant General. I think that would have been | 
better, instead of creating new offices. I have 
no objection, however, to the resolution, being | 
4 resolution of inquiry, but I do not see practi- 
cally how it accomplishes what is designed. 
Mr. WILSON. I have no disposition to 
discuss this question now. It is a mere reso- 
lution of teference toa committee. [ will only 
say that if we reduce the number of major 
generals, now five, and increase the number | 
of Lieutenant Generals by the addition of two, 
the voice of the nation would unquestionably 
point out the two major generals that were to 
be promoted, and I have no doubt the Presi- 
dent of the United States would be extremely 
gratified to concur with the popular voice of | 
the nation in making that promotion. 
Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I beg leave to 
suggest to the Senator from Massachusetts to 
put his resolution in an alternative form, to 
inquire whether the number of Lieutenant Gen- 
erals shall be increased or diminished. I think 
myself that the service would admit of an in- 
crease of at least one Lieutenant General, but I 
think that there are already a great many offi- 


\| to his committee. 


i 
wishes to make. 
| 


cers in the military department and military 
service of too highrank. Ido notthink there 
is any necessity for so many of them. I think 
that the number could be decreased without 
any detriment to the military service and with 
cunsiderable advantage to the Treasury. I 
think, at any rate, the subject of inquiry ought 
to be whether they should be increased or 
diminished, and I think that is the proper form 
in which to refer this inquiry to the military 
committee. 

The resolution was adopted. 

CONSULATE AT PORT SAID. 

Mr. NYE submitted the following resola- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
requested to inquire into the expediency and pro- 


pricty of establishing an American consulate at Port 
Said, in Egypt. 


LITTLE ROCK ARSENAL. 


Mr. RICE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to furnish the Senate with information as to whether 
the land in the city of Little Rock, Arkansas, for- 
merly used by the United States for the purpose of 
an arsenal, is further required for military purposes. 

SPECIE PAYMENTS. 

Mr. SUMNER. There is a bill that I intro- 
duced some time ago on which the Senator 
| from Wisconsin [Mr. Howe] desires to deliver 
| some opinions, and he desires to do it before 
| the Senate adjourns; and the Senator from 
| Ohio, the chairman of the Finance Commit- 
| tee, also desires that the bill should be referred 
I hope, therefore, that the 
Senate will be good enough to take up the bill 
in order to give the Senator from Wisconsin 
| an opportunity to make the remarks which he 





The VICE PRESIDENT. 
tions are still in order. 

Mr. THAYER. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Has the Sen- 
ator from Nebraska morning business to pre- 


sent? 
Mr. THAYER. 


Senate resolu- 


I rise for the purpose of 
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They died in the defense of their country and 
their resting-places are hallowed spots. Sir, I 
am ready, for one, to say that if need be we will 
fight through another warto hold forever sacred 
the graves where our heroes sleep. 

The resolution was adopted. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Rgpresenta- 
tives, by Mr. Cuinton Luoyp, its Chief Clerk, 
announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing joint resolution, in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate : 

A joint resolutien (H. R. No. 96) of tribute 


to the memory of George Peabody, deceased ; 


and 
A joint resolution (H. R. No. 98) donating 


| cannon for the erection of an equestrian statue 


of General U. 8. Grant. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The message also announced that the Speaker 


| of the House had signed the following enrolled 


bill and joint resolutions; and they were there- 


| upon signed by the Vice President: 


introducing business which comes within the | 


morning hour. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Nebraska presents morning-hour busi- 
ness. The morning-hour business is not yet 
concluded. 


NATIONAL CEMETERIES. 


Mr. THAYER. I offer the following reso- 
lution, and ask for its present consideration : 

Resolved, That the Attorney General be directed 
to furnish to the Senate a copy of any opinion deliv- 
ered by him relating to our national cemeteries in 
the lately rebellious States, and on the question 
whether it is necessary to obtain the consent of the 
Legislatures of the States in which those cemeteries 
are located for the permanent continuance of the 
said cemeteries therein. 

There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. THAYER. I desire to state the reasons 
which have induced me to offer this resolution. 
I have seen floating around in the newspapers 
what purported to be an extract from the opin- 
ion of the Attorney General on that question, 
and I desire to know the facts. The statement 


itis necessary to obtain the consent of the Legis- 
latures of the States within which those ceme- 
teries are located for their permanent contin- 
uance, and that they should be paid for. I have 
been led to believe, and I still believe, that 
those who fell fightingin behalf of our national 
existence earned a full and unqualified title to 
the resting-places where their bodies sleep. If 
they are to u disturbed on the refusal of the 
Legislatures to give their consent I desire to 
know it; or rather, I will say, I am opposed to 
asking the consent of any Legislature or of any- 
body else to secure the undisturbed possession 
| of the soil inclosed within those cemeteries. 


| is made that he has rendered an opinion that 





A bill (S. No. 281) to promote the recon- 
struction of the State of Georgia ; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 77) disap- 
proving of a contract for leasing the custom- 


| house block in San Francisco; and 


A jointresolution (S, R. No, 88) suspending 
existing provisions of law for taking the census. 
IMPORTATION OF CHINESE. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning- 
hour business is now concluded. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I move that the Senate 


| proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 


279 with a view to its reference. It will take 


but a minute. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator waive 
that motion for a moment to allow us to con- 
sider the resolution from the House proposing 


| an extension of the recess? 


| ishment as provided in the foregoing 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I hope the Senator will 
excuse me. I will not take over two or three 
minutes. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Oregon. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 279) to 
regulate the immigration of Chinese into the 
United States. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
read the bill at length. 

The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


I ask the Secretary to 


| tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
|| bled, That any contract or agreement to procure aid 


or encourage the importation or immigration of 


| Chinese into the United States shall be null and void, 


and any person entering into any such contract or 
agreement shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 


| and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in a sum 
| not less that $500, and imprisoned not less than six 
| months, or both, at the discretion of the court. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, Thatany coniract 
or agreement to employ or to furnish employment to 
any Chinaman, or as to the nature or term of his ser- 
vice, or as to the amount or use of his wages, prior to 
his immigration into the United States, shall be null 
and void, and any person entering into such contract 


| or agreement shall be subject to conviction and pun- 


section. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, at any contract 


| or agreement for or on behalf of any vessel or ship to 


| transport any 


Chinaman into the United States made 


| wth any other than the personso to be transported 
| shall be null and void, and any perwon entering into 


such contract or agreement shall be subject to con- 
viction and punishment as provided in the foregoing 
sections, 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any person 
recognizing, executing, or enforcing, or aiding to 
recognize, execute, or enforce any of said contracts 
or agreements, wherever made, shall be subject to 
conviction and punishment as provided in the fore- 
going section. 

Sec. 5. And be tt further enacted, That it shall not 
be lawful for any vessel or ship to transport into the 
United States any Chinese woman not accompanied 
by her husband or father; and such relationship of 
the woman to the man accompanying her shall bo 
evidenced by some efficient document attested by 
an American consul and furnished to the officer of 


| the vessel or ship, and before the departure of the 


woman therefrom in any part of the United States 
said document shall be delivered to the collector ot 


the proper district, whose duty it shall be to inquire 
into the facts; and the violation of any of the pro- 
visions of this section by the owner, agent, or officer 
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of any vessel or ship shail subject the offender to 
conviction and punishment as provided in the fore- 
roing Fcclion, ‘ Z c 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That this act shall 
not be conatrued to deny to Chinamen irce from any 
contract or obligation of service the right of volun- 
tury immigration into the United States. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, represent- 
ations have been made that this bill was in- 
tended to prohibit altogether the immigration 
of Chinese into the United States. 
correct that impression by referring to section 
aix of the bill which provides 

That this act shall not be construed to deny to 


Chinamen free from any contract or obligation of | 
service the rightof voluntary immigration into the 


L nited States, 


All that this bill proposes to do is to prevent | 
as far as practicable the importation of coolies | 


and dissolute Chinese women into the United 
States. Agreements and contracts made for 
the importation of coolies before their immi- 
gration are declared void, and vessels and ships 


are prohibited from entering into any such con- | 
. | 
tracts or agreements except with the persons | 


who are to be transported. _ It is also made 
penal for any person in the United States to 
recognize, execute, or enforce any such agree- 
ment, no matter where it may be made. 

I suppose everybody knows that there is a 
class of persons in China, wheter they are 
slaves or not I will not undertake to say, who 


are subject to the will and authority of another | 


class of persons there, and are transported to 


different parts of the world as laborers without | 
any will or choice of their own in the matter; | 
and it is to protect the laboring men of this | 
country as far as practicable from competi: | 
tion by this class of degraded and dependent | 


persons, who are compelled to work for wages 
upon which a freeman would starve. 


Now, sir, as to the fifth section it undertakes | 


to regulate the importation of Chinese women, 
| wish to read an extract or two from Califor- 
nia newspapers descriptive of scenes which 
oecur there upon the arrival of ships from 
China. I read now an extract from a late num- 
ber of the San I’rancisco Bulletin: 


‘The Women Slaves.—A remarkable spectacle was 


the landing of the women and girls, of whom there | 


were two bundred and forty on board. It was like 
janding a drove of sheep or cows. At all 
tbe compass were men to drive them, andthey came 
ofthe boat in squads of fifteen or twenty at atime. 
The policemen and Chinese ‘bosses’ kept each 


squad together, and drove the entire crowd into a | 
corner under theshed, andtherethey stood, watched | 


us closely as ever was guarded a gang of slaves in 
the South. 
proached too near the prizes she was seized and 
pushed away, and if any of the new. comers leti the 
crowd she Was driven back or seized by the back of 
the neck and. shoved to her. place again. Most of 
those who came are young girls, many of them not 
over twelve or thirteen years of age, and nine tenths 
at least are for purposes of prostitution. 

** Allotment of Slavea.—This business of importing 


Chinese women has been reduced to asystem. Seven | 
or eight cars (extras) of the omnibus line were re- | 
served for the transportation of the women to the 


Chinese quarters. Lato these the creatures were 
driven by squads under the guardianship of police- 


inen, and hauled to a point on Jackson street above | 
Dupont. There was another immense multitude of | 


Chinamen, all evidently laboring under much men- 
tal excitement.. The women then ran the gauntiect 
again. The alley, which was one of the narrowest 
vnd filthiest in the city, was lined with China men 
and women. The strangers were, driven through it 
ind up some rickety old steps leading to the Dupont 
“treet theater, and in prhe Biol that wretched place 
they were again herded. Here, too, was a guard of 
ofiicers obliged. to protect the infamous trafficers in 
humanity; obliged to stand by and keep the peace, 
sand see that bad Chinamen do not kidnap. women. 
On the stage were eight or ten men, the meanest- 
looking fellows of the entire Jot, and one lecherous- 
looking old woman who kept jabbering away at the 
women. Here these slaves—slaves tol 

principled, immoral, and crue] owners—are assorted, 
marked over, and sent to the six companies to which 
they are consigned. This operation had not. been 
commenced when we left the place.”’ 


Tread an extract from the Grass Valley Union 
of December 2: 


“Chow You, a Chinaman of this place, has just 
returned from San aneiseo, whither he went to 
inspect the slave market. He parohased one fair 
specimen of his race, and would have purchased 
more, but he found the market high. Girls are in 
great demand, Chow You says very homely ones 
bringing $300, and choice specimens selling readily 
at $600. Chow You's girt cost him $600 delivered in 


I wish to | 


oints of | 


If a China woman resident here ap- | 


he most un- | 





| 
| 





| service here. 


Grass Valley. Chow You says that large importa- 
tions are to follow from China, the big companies 
and some *Melican men’ being interested in the 
trade. he women cost the companses little except 
passage-money and some ‘black mail’ on arrival.’ 
These extracts, as I am informed, illustrate 
scenes that transpire now upon the arrival of 
every steamship from China, aud this practice 
of importing female slaves for base purposes 
has become a settled business, in which not 


tion of this bill is to check as far as possible 
that infamous traffic. 
I suppose there is nothing in this bill incon- 


| sistent with any treaty, for it is in the nature 


of a police regulation, and I presume that the 
United States has the power to protect itself 
from this rapidly-increasing influx of vice, 
crime, and pollution. I move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, the passages 


read by the honorable Senator from Oregon 


certainly present a very dark picture, one well 
calculated to attract the attention of the Gov- 
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| only Chinamen, bat unprincipled Americans || 
| are engaged; and the object of the sixth sec- 


ernment; but he cannot fail to notice, nor can | 


|| the Senate fail to notice, that the bill which he 


has moved to refer, as presented by himself, is 


not by any means confined to this particular | 


class of Chinamen and Chinawomen. It does 
not relate to coolies, but relates to the whole 
population of China; and, so far as I could 


gather from it during the reading of it by the | 


Clerk, it appears to me to evince a spirit of 
absolute proscription against the whole Chinese 
population. 
contract whatever with a Chinaman for his 


It prohibits the making of any | 


immigration to the United States and for his | 


Mr. WILLIAMS. 
don; but he has fallen into the same mistake 
that | attempted to correct. I call the atten- 


I beg the Senator’s par- | 


tion of the Senator to the sixth section of the | 
bill, which says in so many words ‘‘ that this | 


act shall not be construed to deny to Chinamen 
free from any contract or obligation of service 
the right of voluntary immigration into the 
United States.’’ All that this bill proposes to 
do is simply to prohibit companies in the Uni- 
ted States, Chinese companies or other com- 
panies, from entering into contract with the 


owners or those who control the coolies in | 


China for their importation ; but.it allows:any 
contraet between an individual Chinaman and 
an employer after his arrival in the United 
States, and it permits any contract in China 
for the parpose of immigration by any person 
who desires to. come to this country. 

Mr. HOWARD. If I understand the pas- 
sage upon which the honorable Senator relies 
it allows the free immigration of Chinese into 
the United States, and there it stops; but it 
certainly does prohibit the making of any con- 
tract with Chinamen, whether high or low, to 
emigrate from their own country to this and 
to enter into service in this country; does it 
not? Does it not prohibit absolutely the mak- 
ing of any contract in China for service in the 


Tnited States and the consequent immigration | 


| of the Chinese into the United States? Iso un- 


derstand it. I desire to call to the attention of 
the committee to whom this bill may be referred 
that very singular provision of this bill. It is 
not unlawful for an American to make a con- 
tract with an Indian even in Canada or else- 
where out of the limits of the United States for 
the service of the person employed in the Uni- 
ted States. Thereis no law, and never has been 
a law so far as I know, prohibiting such con- 
tracts. If they are fairly and honorably entered 
into they are as binding as any other contracts, 
and I should like to know how it has happened 
that the Chinese, with whom we have Just en- 
tered into a treaty of friendship and commerce, 
are to be excluded from the right which is 
enjoyed by the people of all other nations of 
the earth, and even by our own aborigines. 
The right of individual immigration into the 
United States, I notice, is preserved by the bill. 
That is all well enough. I have no fault to find 
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| with that ; but I do object toa discriminatio, 

against the whole population of China such as 
is embraced in this bill. I think it incompat, 
ible with the spirit of our treaty with China... 
unkind and unfair. one 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. President, before 
bill is referred I want to call the attentior 
the committee to whom it is to be referred ¢, 
| the third section. That is, that any contra . 

or agreement for or in behalf of any vessel ; 

ship to transport Chinamen into the United 
States made by any other person than the 
persons to be transported shall be void ; tha: 
is, that every person to oe transported must 
make a contract for himself, which is entirely 
impracticable. A person buying transporta 
tion from one country to another cannot in 
every instance do it for himself, A person 
may be under age; he may have a guardian 
| There may be children belonging to parents 
who are immigrating to this country, It js 
impossible to execute the provisions of that 
section. It is often difficult for persons to make 
individual contracts in such cases; it js yo 
only impracticable and iuconvenient, but in. 
possible. 

Then the fifth section is entirely in conflict 
with the sixth. The sixth section says that 
the act shall not be construed to deny to Chi- 
namen free from any contract or obligation of 
service the right of voluntary immigration to 
thiscountry. It depends altogether upon who 
the Chinaman is whether it conflicts with it 
or not. 

Mr. HOWARD. What class he belongs to. 

Mr. POMEROY. What class he belongs 
to. The fifth section prevents the transport- 
ing to this country of any Chinese woman not 
accompanied by her husband or father. Is it 
to be supposed that every Chinese woman who 
desires to emigrate from China to this country 
hasa husband ora father living? Is she bound 
to have a husband or father to emigrate with 
her? What kind of equality of citizenship is 
that? That whole provision is against the 
theory of ourGovernment. The Senator from 
Oregon in his remarks says that this is only 
to discriminate against a certain class ; but the 
objection is that in that effort we discriminate 
against the whole. 

Then the second objection is that this fur- 
nishes a new and unheard of form of marriage 
certificate. Every such woman is to furnish evi- 
dence of her marriage ‘‘ attested by an Amer- 
ican consul’’ in China in order that she may 
be transported to this country ; and then in the 
United States, when she arrives here, the cer- 
tificate is to be ‘* delivered to the collector of 
the proper district, whose duty it shall be to 
inquire into the facts.”’ What kind of duty is 
that to impose upon acollector, to inquire into 
the facts of every marriage? 

Mr, CONKLING. And what kind of a duty 
is it to impose to be inquired into? I think 
that is & point. 

Mr. POMEROY. Yes. The Senator from 
Oregon intimates that this bill is to prevent 
slavery or the importation of coolies. All I 
have to say in regard to that is, that this Gov- 
ernment is sufficiently high-toned and strong 
to destroy both slavery and this sort of appren- 
ticeship called the coolie system. The time 
was, perhaps, when we could not do it; but 
now when 4 person in‘any such condition of 
restraint touches our shores his shackles fall, 
as was said many years ago of another country 
by a distinguished orator who gave utterance to 
such sentiments as we have repeated from our 
boyhood. 

Mr, President, I am for the suppression of 
the slave trade, and I am for suppressing this 
trade if it is a slave trade; but I am not for 
discriminating against persons who propose to 
become American citizens, whether they are 
white or black, whether they are from China 
or from Africa, 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, I did net 
expeet that the motion [ made to refer this 
| bill, with the explanation Lmade, would in voke 
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<o many and severe criticisms, and I must be 
.weused for saying misrepresentations of the | 


il], for it is not intended to discriminate against 
Chinese any further than the welfare of this 
country may require. I suppose that the law 
rohibiting the African slave trade might be 
“onstrued as a discrimination against Africans 


necause it did not allow certain persons to | 


import Africans into the United States. If 


hie 


ied away by excitement, and not imagine that || 


‘his is in conflict with some theory of absolute 
equality among all men by which they are gov- 
erned, and will look at the bill and give ita 


»ractical and reasonable construction, they will | 


‘ee thatits objectis to prevent the importation 
of coolies, persons who are treated as slaves, 
\ ship-load of about five hundred of these per- 
ons were taken from China not long ago, and 


some four hundred of them jumped overboard || 


and committed suicide because they were to 
ie transported contrary to their will to foreign 


countries as laborers; and if you make any || 


law to prevent this traflic it must be an efficient 
law, and must necessarily prohibit these con- 
tracts. f 
Now, sir, I suppose the Senator is familiar 
with the operations of a Mr. Koopmanschap 
and others of a similar class in this country, 


who have been making contracts with Chinese | 


houses in San Francisco to import hundreds 
of Chinese into this country as laborers with- 
out respect to the will of the persons who are 
tocome. It is understood that if a‘contract is 
made with certain houses in San Francisco to 
bring to the United States five hundred or a 
thousand Chinamen, they will come as a mat- 


ter of course, and that these houses have the | 


power to bring them whatever their own will 
may be upon the subject; and it is to prevent 
operations of that kind that I have offered this 
bul. 

Sir, when I was returning from Washington 
last summer I traveled in company with a man 
who represented himself as the agent of three 
southern States, and was going to San Fran- 
cisco to make arrangements to bring Chinese 
laborers into the United States if he could by 


contract there; if not, he was about to go to | 


China and make arrangements there for the 
importation of these persons. I think that this 


is a legitimate subject of legislation, aud I think || 


it is the duty of the Government of the United 
States to crush out this business. While every 
Chinaman is left.to come to the United States 
if he sees proper, yet I think it is the manifest 


duty of the Government to prevent this coolie | 
trade, which has been commenced and is car- | 


ried on with other countries and to some extent 
with the United States. Referring to the im- 
portation of women, I ask the Senator in what 
light he regards the picture which I have pre- 
sented from these newspapers in California? 


Does he wish to see that trade continued? Safe | 


enough, no doubt, in Kansas, he cares little for 
the people of the Pacific coast, their morals or 


their happiness. But he, carried away with his | 
idea of absolute equality of all people, seeks to || 


prevent any protection by law to the people of 


crime and pollution. 

[ claim, sir, that this bill is one that is entitled 
to the attention of the committee and of the 
Senate, and that there is nothing in it incon- 
sistent with our treaty stipulations or the genius 
or spirit of our institutions; and I hope that 
without any undue prejudice produced by any 
crilicisms upon it, made without comprehend- 


ing its meaning and effect, the committee will | 


give it a careful consideration. When it is 


brought to the attention of the Senate then, | 


of course, it will be more fully discussed. 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, I think 
with the Senator from Oregon that the United 
States should have a police regulation with 
regard to the immigration of Chinese to this 
country, and should prohibit by suitable laws 
the importation of coolies and should discour- 
age anything that tends to interfere with the 


senators Will not allow themselves to be car- | 


| has made. 





|| ing acompliance with the revenue laws. 
that section of the country from this deluge of || 
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free will of that people in coming and going. 
Many of the Chinese in early days were brought 
here under contracts forlabor. The trade has 
not been carried on with the United States in 
the shameful manner that it has been with other 
countries ; still there is grave suspicion that un- 
due influences have been used to import Chinese 
into this country, and there is no doubt that 


there ought to be police regulations with regard | 
to the importation of the class of persons | 


referred to in the bill. 


mittee on Commerce that while they have this 


matter under consideration they ought to ex- | 


amine the police regulations that California 
She imposes a tax of five dollars 
a head on all immigrants from China, which I 
think isan unfair and discriminating tax against 
them. I think it is a subject that Congress 
should consider, and Congress should make 
such police regulations as will be in harmony 
with our treaty stipulations with China and pre- 
vent California from imposing any undue or 
unreasonable burdens upon these people, and 


at the same time she should be properly pro- | 


tected from the importation of Chinese ; not 
from the immigration of Chinese, for I do not 
apprehend there is any danger in that direction. 
If the Chinese are left alone to come and go 
freely the country is not going to be overrun 
with them. When you have fifty or one hun- 


| dred million whites what will be the danger 


from half a million Chinese? But this mat 


| ter of importation should be prohibited, par- 
| ticularly where it interferes with the free will 


of the parties. Chinese are not coming to 
America in very large numbers if they are not 
brought here by force. 

Mr. HOWARD. The Senator from Nevada 
will permit me to suggest to him that this bill 
prohibits the making of any contract, not 
simply for the importation of Chinese, but for 
their immigration. No contract can be made 
by which a Chinaman can emigrate from his 
own country to this. 

Mr. STEWART. 


I have not examined the 


| particular rere of the bill. 


Mr. HOWARD. Thatisin the first section, 
Mr. STEWART. I simply meant to refer 
to the general subject, and to say that we ought 
to have police regulations by the United States, 
and that it should be inquired into whether 
California by her laws is interfering with our 
treaty stipulations. 
Mr: HOWARD. 
reference of the bill. 
Mr. COLE. Mr. President, my friend the 
Senator from Oregon, in reading an extract 
from a San Francisco paper depicting a scene 
that occurred at the wharf on the landing of 
one of the steamers from China, neglected to 
disclose a fact which I wish to bring to the 
attention of the Senate. It was stated, in the 
imaginative language of the reporter for the 
paper, that these persons were herded together 
like sheep or cattle, which [ presume is not 
much of an exaggeration of the facts ; but they 
were herded together for the purpose of oa 
They 
were taken in custody for the purpose of exaimn- 
ination by white women, detailed by the collector 


I have no objection to the 


| of the portto make the examination, to prevent 


smuggling. The Chinese are ingenious in their 
methods of evading the revenue laws, perhaps 
in that respect are equal to some of the white 
people. ‘They sometimes bring opium into the 
port of San Francisco upon their persons 
concealed. We know that this is a very val- 
uable commodity in proportion to its quantity, 
and the tariff upon it is very high, and a good 
deal, I presume, has been brought in in this way 


upon the persons of men and women coming | 


into that port from China; and these persons 
were huddled together in the manner specified 
for the purpose of examining them to determ- 


ine whether or not there was any opiam upon | 
their persons ; whether or not there was an | 


attempt on their landing to evade the revenue 
laws. 


| Territories of the West for their labor. 


lution if he were here, and I against it. 


301 


on ~ 


Now, I will go as far as the Senator from 
Oregon can wish any One to go in favor of 
excluding from this country, not only from the 
port of San Francisco but from all other ports 
of the United States, any class of population 
whose presence among us may be detrimental 
to our morals or our physical or political 
advancement. That a great many persons are 
imported from China whose presence in this 
country is not only of no use but really detri- 


|| menta! to the general welfare I have no doubt. 
I should like further to suggest to the Com- | 


But there are others who come distinguished for 
their industry, their economy, their ingenuity, 
aud their enterprise. We have relied upon 
them to a great extent in California and the 
They 
have assisted to build our railroads; they have 
been employed as servants in almost every 
capacity; they are to-day employed in our 
manufactories ; and it is difficult to see how we 
could have got along anywhere near so fast as 
we have in those industries had it not been for 
this description of labor. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
California will suspend. The morning hour 
having expired, the unfinished business pend- 
ing at the adjournment last evening, being the 
bill (S. No. 291) to encourage and promote 
the International Industrial Exhibition to be 
held in Washington city in the year 1871, now 
comes up, and on that bill the Senator from 


| Maine [Mr. Hamu] is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to have my 
bill referred if there is no objection. 
Mr. POMEROY. I think there can be no 


| objection to its reference. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Oregon desires to have his bill referred. If 


| there be no objection it will be referred to the 


Committee on Commerce. 


Is there objection? 
Mr. CASSERLY. 


I should like an amend- 


| ment which I have drawn to go with the bill. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Theamendment 
also will be referred if there be no objection. 
The Chair hears rio objection. The bill and 


| amendment will be referred to the Committee 


on Commerce. 
EXTENSION OF HOLIDAY RECESS. 


Mr. FENTON. Mr. President 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 





| Maine is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. FENTON. 1 ask my friend from Maine 
to give way for a moment that we may dispose 
of the Housé resolution in relation to the 


adjourn ment. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 


| New York appeals to the Senator from Maine 


to give way informally in order to take up the 
House resolution proposing to extend the re- 
cess. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
of privilege ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It woald be if 
there was no other business before the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If it does not displace the 
pending measure I will not object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will not if the 
unfinished business is laid aside informally. 
The Chair understands that there is no objec- 
tion to the pending bill being laid aside inform- 
ally, and the Secretary will report the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows : 


Is not that a question 


Resolved, (the Senate coneurring,) That the recess 
rovided for by the concurrent votes of the two 
louses, and to commence on the 22d instant, be, and 

is hereby, extended from the 5th to Monday, the 10th 
day of January next. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 

on concurring in the amendment of the House. 

Mr. HOWE. lTask for the yeas and nays 

on that question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am paired off on this 
resolution with the Senator from Rhod » Island, 
Mr. Aytnoxy. He would vote for the reso- 
I desire to state that my 


Mr. WILLEY. 
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colleague, Mr. Borneman, was called home -by | 


the serious illness of bis children. 

Che Eee being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 27, nays 22; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Brownlow, Car- 
penter, Casserly, Cattell, Cole, Cragin, Davis, Il’en- 
ton, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton, Harris, Howard, 
K ellogg,McDonald, Norton, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, 
Kobertson, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Stockton, Thurman, 
and Vickers—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buckingham, Chandler, Corbett, 
Kdmunds, Ferry, temiin, Harken. liowe, Morrill of 
Vermont, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Ross, Schurz, Scott, 
Spencer, Sumner, Trumbull, Warner, Willey, Wil- 
liams, and Wilson—22. 

A BSENT—Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Cameron, 
Conkling, Drake, MeCreery, Morrill of Maine, Mor- 
ton, Pomeroy, Pool, Sherman, Sprague, Stewart, 
Thayer, Tipton, and Yates—16. 


So the resolution was concurred in. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Before resuming 
the consideration of the unfinished business 
the Chair desires to lay before the Senate a 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, com- 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the Yth instant, information in 
relation to the present condition of the United 
States marine hospital and grounds in the city 
of New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Mr. KELLOGG. 1 move that that comma- 
nication be printed, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KELLOGG. There is also another 
communication on the same subject which was 
laid before the Senate three or four days ago 


by the Vice President, and which I desire shall | 


take the same direction. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
same direction. 
REPORT OF A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. KELLOGG, by unanimous consent, 
from the Committee on Commerce, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (8S. R. No. 74) 
to extend the port of entry of the collection 
district of New Orleans, reported it with an 
amendment. 


Tt will take the 


YERGER CASE. 


Mr. THURMAN. Ifitisin orderatthis time 
I move to take up the resolution that I submitted 
some days ago calling on the Attorney General 
for information. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It is not now in 
order. The Senator from Maine is nominally 
on the floor on the unfinished business pending 
at the adjournment last evening, and he has 
yielded to allow this business to come in. The 
Senator from Ohio asks leave to call up a reso- 
lution which was laid over on objection a few 
days since. 

fr. SUMNER. What is it? 

Mr. THURMAN. A resolution calling on 
the Attorney General for certain information. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. A resolution call- 
ing for information in the Yerger case. Does 
the Senator from Maine yield for that purpose ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. I do if it gives rise to no 
debate. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
rise to debate 

Mr. CONKLING. 
for information. 

Mr. SUMNER. Does the Senator know 
what the informu&tion called for is? 

Mr. CONKLING. Ido. 

Mr. SUMNER. Does the Senator think it 
should be called for? 

Mr. CONKLING. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THURMAN. I will state that I have 
no disposition to debate the resolution. Ifthe 
propriety of it is not apparent on its face 
nothing that I could say could make it more 
apparent, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Ohio asks unanimous consent to take up 
a resolution which he offered some days since 
in regard to the Yerger case, and the Senator 
from Maine yields that the unfinished business 
may give way if the resolution does not give 


I think that that may give 


Why? Itisamerecall 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 





rise to debate. The Secretary will report it, 
after which the Chair will ask for objections, 


| if there be any. 





eee 


The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: | 


Resolved, That the Attorney General be requested 
to inform the Senate immediately if any arrange- 
ment, to which he on ee pe of the United States is 
a party, exists whereby Yerger, of Mississippi, now 
under arrest and held by the military authorities of 
the United States, will be discharged or turned over 
to the civil authorities of the State of Mississippi, or 
otherwise disposed of in case Congress by any legis- 
lation should take away or restrict the jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court to hear and determine the pro- 
ceeding before said court for the discharge of said 
Yerger on habeas corpus; and also, if any arrange- 
ment exists whereby the hearing of said proceeding 
or of any application for the issue of a writ of habeas 
wae therein has been delayed or is now delayed; 
and that he furnish the Senate copies of all agree- 
ments entered into between him, as Attorney General, 
and the counsel of said Yerger in relation tosaid case, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to the consideration of the resolution ? 

Mr. WILSON. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Massachusetts objects, and the unfinished 
business is before the Senate; but the Chair 
will ask the Senator from Maine to yield to 
allow him to lay before the Senate two joint 
resolutions received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives last evening. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Certainly. 


GEORGE PEABODY. 


The joint resolution (H. R. No. 96) of tribute 
to the memory of George Peabody, deceased, 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have the 
resolution read at length if there be no objec- 
tion. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Whereas in the death of George Peabody, anative 
of the United States, and late a resident o England, 
our country and the world have sustained an irre- 
trievable loss; and whereas the queen of Great 
Britain, the authorities of London, andthe emperor 
of France have made extraordinary provision for the 
eneine of his remains to his native land: There- 

Re it resolved, &c., That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be authorized to make such preparation 
for the reception of the body of our distinguished 
philanthropist-as is merited by his glorious deeds, 
and in ® manner commensurate with{the justice, 
magnanimity, and dignity of a great people. 

And be it further resolved, That the expenses in- 
curred by such ceremonial as the President may 
adopt in the premises shall be paid out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Ts there objec- 
tion to the immediate consideration of the 
joint resolution? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I trust that that resolu- 
tion will be passed at once, because as it isa 
tribute pore to the memory of Mr. Pea- 
body it ought to be done promptly. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let us vote on it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I trust that it will be 
considered at once. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

EQUESTRIAN STATUE OF GENERAL GRANT. 

The joint resolution (H. R. No. 98) donating 
cannon for the erection of an equestrian statue 
of General U. S. Grant was read twice by its 
title. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that that resolution 
be putonits passage. I take it there will be no 
objection to it. 

r. SUMNER. Ishould like to know more 
about that resolution. Let it be read in full. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be re- 
ported in full. s ; 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not wish to object to 
it, but I should like to know what-statue it is. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the joint resolution in full, after 
which there will be time to object. ¢ 

The Secretary read the joint resolution, as 
follows : 


Be it resolved, de., That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to deliver to J. A. Bailey 
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, such cannon as may be required 
trian statue in bronze of ance Gms an ques. 
_ erected, free of cost,to the United States, on th » bo be 
| terrace of the Treasury Department. ° south 
| Mr. SUMNER. I would rather have 4), 
o to a committee, om 
Mr. WILSON. I withdraw the motion | 
made, and move that the joint resolution be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affaire 


The motion was agreed to. 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH GREAT BRITAIN, 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before th 
Senate a message from the President of the 
United States, communicating, in compliance, 
with a resolution of the Senate of the 0th - 
stant, correspondence between the United Stato. 
and Great Britain concerning questions pend. 
ing between the two countries since the rejec. 
tion of the claims convention by the Senate 
Mr. SUMNER. I move that those papers 
be referred to the Committee on Foreign Rel, 
tions, and ae for the use of the Senato. 
and in making that motion I would say tha 
one of the papers in that list will be fou 
when read to be one of the ablest and most 
masterly State papers in our history, setting 
forth the views of the present Administratio, 
on our present relations with England. Some 
gentleman has suggested to me that the paper 
be read at the desk. 
Mr. HOWARD. I hope it will be. 
Mr. SUMNER. I shall not call for it, but 
I doubt if there can be any better reading or 
anything that can be more interesting to the 
Senate than that document. 
Mr. POMEROY. 
Mr. CONKLING. 


of course. 


Is it long? 
It is going to be printed, 


Mr. SUMNER. [I have just moved that it 
be printed. 
Mr. HOWARD. Let it be read if it is not 
too long. 
Mr.SUMNER. It will be interesting. The 
moment it begins you will want to hear the 
whole of it. 
Mr. HOWARD. Let us have it read. 
The VICE PRESIDENT, The Chair will 
state that the Senator from Maine [Mr. Hav. 
LIN] was entitled to the floor on the unfinished 
business, but yielded to allow these messages 
to be presented. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I object to the reading of 
the paper. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question, 
then, is on the motion to refer these papers to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, and that 
they be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REVENUE-CUTTERS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate will 
resume the consideration of the pending bill. 

Mr. SPENCER. I ask the permission of 
the honorable Senator from Maine to call upa 
resolution of inquiry that I offered yesterday. 
The Committee on RKetrenchment are also 
anxious that the resolution should be passed. 
I think it will occasion no debate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sena- 
tor from Maine yield for that purpose? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Ido. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Alabama asks unanimous consent to take 
from the table a resolution of inquiry and 
present it to the Senate for immediate consider- 
ation if it does not give rise to debate, it lying 
over under objection. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to furnish the Senate a full and complete 
statement— 

1, Of the original cost of each of the revenue-cut- 
ters now employed or owned by the United States. 
and the amount expended upon each in alteration 


or repairs since its construction. 
2. The monthly expense of each revenue-cutter 


now in the service of or owned by the Government. 
| 3. What amount of money has been paid into the 
| Treasury of the United States resulting from fines, 
| forfeitures, penalties, or the proceeds of seizures, the 
| obtaining of whieh was due to any revenue-cutter 
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or of its officers, from the Ist of January, 1866, tothe | 


8 ime. 
ai Tho number, names, and tonnageof the revenue- 
cutters constructed or purchased by the Government 
during the past ten years; the cost of each, how long 
they were in theservice, and what finally beeame of 
them; if sold, at what price, and whether steamers 
or sailing vessels. 

5. The number and grade of all officers attached 
to the revenue marine Service since January 1, 1866, 
ov ated, and rate of pay, with the time each has 
een on duty or waiting orders. 

;. The number and grades of the present force, 
date of appointment, nativity, whence appointed, 
rate of pay, and to what vessel attached, or waiting 

ors 
osethe annual expense of maintaining this service 
since the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, classitying 
expenditures into separate branches. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no 
objection, and it does not give rise to debate, 
the question is on agreeing to the resolution. 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator rise to debate the resolution ? 

Mr. POMEROY. I wish to make a remark 


upon j Je 


t 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 





date of appointment, nativity, whence ap- || 


such time and place and upon such notice as 


meeting ;’’ and after the word ‘‘ exhibition,”’ 
in line seven, to insert the words ‘‘ may hold 
meetings at such time and place and upon such 
notice as the by-laws may direct ;’’ so that the 
section will read: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That said board 


| of directors may make such by-laws, rules, and regu- 
lations, not inconsistent herewith, as theyshall deem 
| necessary and proper forthe government of the affairs 


of said corporation, and for the conduct of said ex- 
hibition may hold meetings at such time and place 
and upon such notice as the by-laws may direct, and 
shall have power to appoint such officers, agents, 
workmen, and other subordinates as may from time 


| to time be necessary to carry into effect the object 


from Maine yielded on condition that it should || 


not give rise to debate. 

Mr. POMEROY. I merely wish to say, in 
regard to resolutions of this character request- 
ing the head of a Department to furnish inform- 
ation, that there ought to be some evidence 
before the Senate as to what amount of clerical 
labor the answer will require. I have known 
resolutions of this kind to go to a Department 
and take all the clerks they could spare for 
three monthsto answer them. It was on that 
account last year that I reported a rule that 
all such resolutions should be referred to a 
committee, and that areport should be made 
upon them in regard to their probable extent 
and expense before we passed them. 

Mr. SPENCER. If the Senator will allow 
me, I will say that I have investigated this sub- 
ject somewhat, and I do not think it will take 
three months or six days for the Secretary of 
the Treasury to furnish the entire information 
asked for in the resolution. A large portion 
of it is in the annual report already published. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
about it. I only judged from its reading that 
it is pretty extensive in its scope. 

Mr. SPENCER. The Secretary has his own 
time in which to furnish the information. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I was not aware until 
to-day that this resolution had been offered, 
although I was at the Department this morn- 
ing, previous to learning that fact, to inquire 
after this very information, I think it can be 
procured without very great expense. Most 
of it is ready now. The Committee on Re- 
trenchment have had this subject under con- 
sideration and have taken a good deal of tes- 
timony upon it, and I should very much like 
to have this information in addition. I think 
it will be of service. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to amend the res- 
olution by striking out the word ‘‘ requested’’ 
and inserting the word ‘‘ directed.”’ 

The VICK PRESIDENT. ‘That correction 
will be made, as that has been the usage of the 
Senate, 


The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 
WASHINGTON INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. 


Mr. COLE. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Maine yield ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. No, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hedoes not; and 
the unfinished business is before the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole, being the bill (S. 
No. 291) to encourage and promote the Inter- 
national and Industrial Exhibition to be held in 
Washington city in the year 1871. The Secre- 
tary will report the amendments of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

The first amendment reported by the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia was, in section 
five, line two, after the word “‘ directors”’ to 
strike out the words ‘‘may hold meetings at 





I do not know anything | 


| sixteen, after the word ‘‘ reéxportation’’ 


of this act; to assign their dutiesand to fix and regu- 
late their compensation, and to do all acts and things 
touching the holding of said exhibition, not incon- 
sistent herewith, which they may deem necessary to 
its successful accomplishment. 


Mr. HAMLIN. That simply transposes the 
language of the section. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I am quite 
sure that if this bill is to pass it ought to be 
subjected to very many amendments. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Lhave a lot of them to pro- 
pose if you will allow me to go on. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Very well; I | 


will wait until the Senator offers his amend- 
ments. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on se pending amendment, which has been 
read, 


Mr. HAMLIN. The section as it stood au-.|| 


thorized the directors to do certain things under 
the by-laws before it provided for the by-laws. 
This amendment is a simple transposition of 
language which improves the section, author- 
izing the corporation to make their by-laws and 
then to do certain things underthem. That is 
all there is of it. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was, in section ten, line 
to 
insert the words ‘‘ or to such other port as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may designate and 
under such rules as he may adopt;’’ so that 


| the section will read: 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the said 
exhibition building when completed and prepared for 
the reception of goods is hereby declared to be a 
bonded warehouse, in which goods may be received, 
unpacked, exhibited, repacked, and reéxported 
without the payment of duties to the United States, 
under such regulations for the security of the public 
revenue as the Secretary of the Treasury shall pre- 
scribe. That packages directed to the Industrial Ex- 


| hibition received at any port of entry of the United 
Statesshall be forwarded unopened, underthe seal of 


the custom-house ofsaid port,to the exhibition build- 
ing at Washington, there to be opened under the in- 
spection of revenue officers appointed for that pur- 
pose; and that at the close of the exhibition the goods 


| shall be repacked, sealed, and returned to the port 
| of entry at which they were originally received for 


reéx portation, or to such other port as the Secretary 
of the Treasury may designate, and under such rules 
as he may adopt. Butif any such goods shall be sold 
during the exhibition or at its close, for delivery in 


| the United States, they shall be subject to the same 


| duties to be co 


duties as if amperes in the ordinary manner, such 
lected in such mode as the Secretary 


| of the Treasury shall prescribe. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Thesection as it now siands | 


| authorizes articles from foreign countries to 


| be brought here under rules and regulations 


adopted by the Secretary of the Treasury. It 
also allows their deportation from the port at 


| whichthey werereceived. Articles might arrive 


| at the port of Boston and be brought here, and 
| this amendment if adopted would allow a re- 


| shipment from the port of Baltimore under such | 


regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall adopt. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was, to strike out sec- 


| tion twelve, in the following words: 


Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That all letters 
indorsed with the words ‘“‘on the business of the 


| International Industrial Exhibition,” and with the 


autograph signature of the corresponding secretary 
ofthe International Industrial Seki bidhens Geemteaten- 
shall be entitled to free transportation in the mails 
upon the same terms and conditions as now apply to 


| and to continue until the finalsettlement ofthe busi- 
the by-laws may direct, and at any regular || "¢s of the exhibition. 
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| the correspondence of the Executive Departments, | 


said privilege to commence immediately upon the 
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The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, to strike out sec- 


| tion sixteen, in the following words: 


| 


| —— dollars is hereby apprepriated,out tate moneys 


Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 


in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 
a of this act, the same to be apportioned 

etween the several objects hereinbefore enumerated 
and to be expended under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Iam directed by the Com- 


mittee on the District of Columbia, from which 
this bill was reported, to move to amend the 
bill on page 3, section one, line thirty-nine, by 
striking out the word ‘‘one’’ and inserting 
‘*two,’’ so as to have the exhibition in the year 
1872 instead of 1871. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Thenextamendment which 
I am directed to propose is, in section six to 
strike out the word ‘‘contribute’’ in the fourth 
line and insert the word ‘subscribe ;’’ to 
strike out the words ‘‘ equal to’’ in the sixth 
line and insert the words ‘‘ not exceeding ;"’ 
so that it will read: ‘* not exceeding three fitths 
of one per cent.’’ Then in line nine I pro- 
pose to strike out the word ‘‘contribution’’ and 
insert ‘‘subscription,’’ and after the word 
**jurisdictions,’’ in line twelve, to insert the 
words ‘‘ and in case of such subscription being 
made to levy a tax upon the assessed value of 
all taxable property within their several juris- 
dictions for the payment of such subscriptions;”’ 
and at the end of the section to insert ‘‘ and 
said cities of Washington and Georgetown and 
said county of Washington shall have all the 
rights of other stockholders in said company.’’ 
The section as it originally stood provided 
for a contribution by these corporations equal 
to three fifths of one per cent. of their taxable 
property. ‘The amendment provides that they 
may subscribe to an amount not exceeding 
three fifths of one per cent. and become stock- 
holders, and that that subscription may be 
levied and collected as other taxes are. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STEWART. I doubt very much whether 
it would be well to go on perfecting this bill 
until we are prepared to babe the sense of the 
Senate as to the passage of any bill on the 
subject. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If the Senator will allow 
me, I will present my amendments in a very 
few moments. The bill will then be before 
the Senate in such a shape as the committee 
think proper, and then the Senate can determ- 
ine the question. 

Mr. STEWART. Very well. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Insection seven, line eight, 
I move to strike out the word ‘‘first.”’ Itnow 
reads ‘‘it shall be applied first to the reim- 
bursement pro rata to the individual stock- 
holders,’’ &e. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. In line nine of the same 
section I move to strike out the word ‘‘ indi- 
vidual’’ before the word ‘' stockholders.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN, Inthe same section I move 
to strike out all after the word ‘‘thereon”’ in 
the eleventh line, in the words ‘‘ and second, 
to the return to the corporations of George- 
town and Washingsee, and to the levy court 
of the county of Washington, of the amount 
of their several contributions to the company.”’ 
The section as it stood provided that the 
stockholders should be reimbursed from the 
proceeds of the exhibition, :f there were sufli 


| cient funds, with ten per cent. interest. It 


thén provided that the cities should be reim- 
bursed. As it now stands, taking the section 
which we have already adopted, it makes the 
cities, if they shall subscribe, stockholders, 
and makes the distribution of any funds to all 


organization of said company, as herein provided, || stockholders in distribution alike, leaving the 








304 


, oes | , ; 
cities to stand precisely where the individual || us select some place in the United States where 


stockholders stand. 
‘The amendment was agreed to. 


| there are people enough to make a reasonable 


display, where the thing can be done. There 


Mr. HAMLIN. The fourteenth section of || ate two or three large cities in the United 
the bill provided that the President might detail || States where they cou d accommodate all the 


certain Navy and Army oflicers to do police 
duty. We propose to amend the billin section 
fourteen, line four, by inserting after the word 
‘*troops’’ the words ‘‘or Navy marines;’’ so 
that it will read: 

That the President may, at the request of the di- 
rectors, assign .to duty in the service of the exhibi- 
tion such officers of the Army and Navy as he may 
deem advisable, and may direct a detail of troops or 
Navy marines, &c. 

Including them as a body from whom a police 
force mey be detailed. 

Mr. WILSON. You do not want to insért 
the word * Navy.’ 

Mr. HAMLIN. Then T will omit the word 
‘Navy,’’ leaving the words ‘or marines.”’ 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The next clause of the bill, 
cowmencing afier the word ‘ provided’’ in the 
eighth line, “‘and the President may appoint a 
select body of police not exceeding -—— hun- 
dred, to be organized, uniformed, and paid in 
the same manner as the Metropolitan police of 
Washington, whose,’’ the committee recora- 
mend to strike out, so that the section will sim- 
ply stand authorizing the President to detail 
trom the Army and the marines a sufficient 
body of men for police purposes, 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. ‘The next amendment is in 
section fifteen, line five, after the word ‘ Inte- 
rior’’ to strike out the words ‘‘may direct the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings to.’”’ As it 
now stands it authorizes the Secretary of the 
Interior to direct the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings to prepare and grade one of the 
squares to be used for this purpose. It was 
deemed advisable that it should be left exclu- 
sively to the Secretary of the Interior, and he 
way designate whom he pleases. 

‘he amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. There is one other amend- 
ment which I omitted in the first section, and 
that is to include an additional number of cor- 
porators, whose names are upon the paper that 
| send to the desk. 

‘The Secretary read the names, as follows : 


&. A. Shaw, of Manchester, New Hampshire; 
Joshua Van Zant, of Baltimore, Maryland; Samuel 
3. Churebill, of Frankfort, Kentucky; Montgomery 
lair, of Maryland; Joseph L. Requa, of Florida; 
Dadley BK. Jones, of Little Rock, Arkansas; William 
Brough, of Pennsylvania; E. W. H. Ellis,of Goshen, 
Indiana; ThomasC, Jones, of Ohio, and J. D. Caton, 
Illinois. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. STEWART. I now move that the bill 
be recommitted to the Committee ou the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, with a view of taking the 
sense of the Senate on the question whether 
it is worth while to proceed with this kind of 
legislation. For my own part I do not believe 
that Washington is the place for a world’s fair. 
| think an inspection of the eity will satisfy 
any one of that fact. I think traveling over 
the railroads here and seeing the means of 
communication with the city would also have 
a tendency to s&tisfy any one on that point. 
‘The want of railroad facilities and the want 
of general accommodation are the things 
which make us ashamed of Washington when 
the few foreigners come here who necessarily 
come here to transact business. None of us 
are proud of this place when people come here 
to transact business. Baltimore allows us to 
have but one railroad, and she retains the man- 
agement of that herself. We have not got the 
right of way to this place. I have been votin 
ever since 1 came here, on ever opportinity T 
had, to get the right of way to W 
to get another road to it. 

The idea of inviting the world to see this 
town, with its want of railroads and its muddy 
streets, seems to me to be altogether out of the 
question. If we are to have a world’s fair let 


} 


ashington and } S| is 
|| certainly right that such a condition as this 


|| people who would come to such an exhibition 
|| and where you could get plenty of voluntary 


| subscriptions to carry it on. 
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i| 
_ consent of said cities and county shall have bee: 


| ‘There are many considerations that might 
| be alluded to why we could not make a very | 


reat display in Washington. I think, there- 
| fore, we had better abandon this project alto- 
| gether. 


States to entertain the world. 
the center of railways, when it will have two 


its streets will be well pave 


but let us have the city before we invite any- 
body to see it. It seems to me that if Wash- 


the Committee on Commerce ought to press 


connections with the rest of the world, and 
not have us closed up here in the way we are. 
Let us first make a reasonable effort to make 
a city of Washington. I have nothing against 
Washington, and I am willing to coUperate in 
anything that will be for its benefit; but I be- 
lieve the citizens of Washington if they should 
try this experiment would be sorry that they 
had done it, because they cannot do it well. 
There are not enough of them and they have 
not the means or facilities in any way. I hope 
the whole thing will be abandoned. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Presi- 





If we are to have a world’s fair let | 
us get the best place we have in the United | 
It may be that | 
the time will come when Washington will be | 


or three hundred thousand population, when | 

d and kept clean. | 
It is nicely located, and with plenty of money | 
and a little enterprise it might be made acity; | 


ington is to remain the eapital of the country | 


their bill for additional railroad facilities and | 


dent, the amendments proneses by the Com- | 


mittee on the District o 
permitted so to characterize them, are mere 


Columbia, if I maybe | 


cheese-parings to those which I shall propose | 


to the bill if it is to pass. Evidently it is to 
involve the United States in a large amount 
of expenditure if this exhibition is to go on, 


and therefore deserves our careful scrutiny. | 


The first amendment which I shall propose will 
be on page 5, at the end of line twenty-five 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 





state to the Senator from Vermont that the | 


pending motion to recommit prevents amend- 
ments being offered. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
any amendment now, but I should like to indi- 


I donot offer | 


cate some parts of the bill which I think sadly | 
need amendmentif the bill is to pass; and one | 


is, as I have indicated, at the end of line twenty- 
five, section three, on page 5. 
pointto addthe words ‘‘and the persons herein 
named as corporators and all other persons 
subscribing to the capital stock of said corpo- 


ration shall be held personally liable for the | 


debts thereof.’’ Unless these corporators can 


throw upon the United States the expense of | 
have no | 


getting up this industrial exhibition, 


I propose atthat | 


sort of doubt that it will be bankrupt and that | 


a large amount of debts will be thrown upon 
somebody. 


I have no idea that there are any | 


parties here or elsewhere who will subscribe | 
for three millions of stock in this company, | 
with any expectation of making a profit out of | 
it, unless they can first impose the burden upon | 


the United States of getting up the exhibi- 
tion. I suppose it would bea piece of imperti- 
nence to inquire whether these corporators ever 
consented to have their names inserted in the 


ever knew his name was in it until he found it | 


so inserted ; and I have just as little doubt that 
if the provision I have indicated is inserted in 


the bill they will make haste to have their 


names withdrawn. But if we impose such a 
condition on other corporations as we do, itis 


should be imposed upon this corporation. 
The next amendment I shall propose is on 

page 5, section six, line six, after the word 

‘*exhibition’’ to insert the words, ‘‘ after the 


| obtained by the submission of the 
| to a popular vote of the people.”’ 


| after the word ‘‘ company,”’ 
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PTOPOSitioy 
$x: ’ Why Should 
these cities be required to subscribe a \... 
considerable sum of money for this exhibitic, 
wherein they are to have no interest whatever» 
If there is to be any benefit derived fror 4), 
exhibition it is to be derived by a very {uy 
individuals, the hotel-keepers and the ey. 
mercial interest of the community; but co, 
tainly the common people, either of Georo. 
town or Washington, can have no particle oy 
interest in it any further than their curiosity 
may be excited by it. If this provision jg ;, 
remain in the bill, certainly we should alfoy, 
the people to have a popular vote and gay ;, 
the first instance whether they will consent ;, 
pay taxes for this purpose or not. ; 
The next amendment which I shall propos, 
will be on page 6, section seven, lines thro. 
and four. It will be noticed by the provisions 
of this bill that this exhibition is to be kept up 
or not finally closed until the end of four years: 
that we are to surrender any public regerya. 
tion that we may have to this corporation for 
the full term of four years. Now, it is very 
ossible that these parties may construct 2 
building the rent of which might be of eon. 
siderable value to them, yielding considera- 


| ble rents if permitted to retain it for a period 


of four years, and it might be to the very greai 
inconvenience and damage of the public that 
it should be so retained. I propose, therefore, 
to limit it so that they shall dispose of their 
property within one year from the time said 
exhibition shall be opened to the public. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Whereabouts is that? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. On page 6, 
in line three, to 
strike out the words ‘* as soon as practicable, 
without sacrificing the same,”’ and to insert 
the words which I have mentioned. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Please state them again; 
I did not hear them. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. ‘‘ Within one 
year from the time said exhibition shal! be 
opened to the public.”’ 

On page 7, section eight, line two, I propose 
toamend by striking out after the word ‘and’ 
the words ‘‘as soon as all its business has been 
finally settled’’ and inserting ‘‘ within one year 
and a half from the opening thereof.’’ | can 
seé no reason why this corporation should be 
made perpetual, or why it should continue any 
length of time after they have got through with 
their business; and certainly it would seem to 
me that a year and a half from the time of the 
Cpeng of the exhibition would be ample for 
all legitimate purposes. 

On page 8, section nive, lines twelve and 
thirteen, I propose to strike out the words 
‘*four years from the date of the approval 
of this act’’ and to insert ‘‘one year and 2 
half from the time of opening said exhibition.” 
Some ambiguity, at least, may arise in the 
construction of the clause on page 8, section 
ten, line fourteen. Aré these goods to be 


| brought here at the expense of the Government 


of the United States and sent away at the 
expense of the United States? Certainly, an 
aflirmative conclusion would seem to follow 
from the construction of the language. I pro- 

ose toamend it and provide against it by 
inserting the words after the word ‘returned,’ 


_ in the fourteenth line, ‘at the expense of the 
| exhibitors, or of the corporation hereby 
| granted, as may be mutually 
bill, but I doubt whether one in ten of them | 


reed.” is 
In the same section, line nineteen, it_will 
appear that it is understood that if these articles 


are sold here that are brought in from abroad 


they are to be subject to duties, and yet the 
mode in which that is provided-for, if I may 


| be allowed to express the opinion, seems to me 


exceedingly clumsy. It is all to be left under 


the regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
It is not provided how long they are to remain 
| here, how soon they are to be reéxported ; 
nor is any security provided for as to their 
return out of the country, or when they shall 
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; — cteiadiimaiiiatai penenemenees acmeenint swween a 
we bus. be sold that the duties shall be paid. I there- exhibition of this kind it ought to embrace The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The resolation 
one fore propose to insert after the words ‘ United — every State and Territoryin the Union. They || will be referred to the Committee on Printing. 
“lag TOR crates’ the words ‘or shall not be reéxported should be enabled to do the best they can to Mr. HARRIS. Lam aathorized by the mem- 
af bay within one year after the opening of said ex- | make an exhibit of which we should be proud, || bers of the committee present, being a major- 
nibinn hibition’” . oy: , and of which the world would be proud. ity, to report favorably on the two resolutions 
satin Then at the end of the section, after the I agree with the Senator from Nevada that | introduced by the Senator from Massachusetts. 
om th word ‘prescribe,’ I propose to insert the | this is not the place for such an exhibition when The VICK PRESIDENT. The resolutions 
enka words ‘the United States shall have a lien | we do make it. Why, we could not have an | being now reported by the Committee on Print- 
ai on such goods until said duties shall have been exhibition here of a single State and hope to | ing, the question is on agreeing to them. 
ee paid, and in case of sale and removal from the accommodate the people that ought to be here | Lhe resolutions were agreed to. 
e0F be place of exhibition without payment of said to view it. The representatives of all the WASHINGTON INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. 
lcle © duties the corporation hereby granted shall be | States of the Union could find no such accom- Mr. TRUMBULL. I : ; Sadie 
aidait, olden therefor.” ; modations here as would be necessary. If we ae z tee ile beet a — a at 
tee On page 11, section fifteen, line three, after the ever are to make an exhibition of this kind a . ong ~— may to the consideration of 
all tf word ‘‘reservation,’’ I propose to insert some — and are to excel in it it must be at the com- er TAMLIN. J bef, , 
| Bay in additional words. It will be seen that these | mercial metropolis of the nation. W e should __ r. Al - ~ 10pe —- that mae 
ent t grounds are not only to be furnished, but they | make a beggarly show I fear; one of which all || '8 put that the Senator from Vermont will be 
. are to be * inclosed and properly graded, pre- of us would be ashamed if it should ever come || #!/owed to submit his amendments informally, 
nell. pared and laid out in suitable walks and roads, _ off here. ee on eh ee may be printed. 
é' 1 * and provided with such appropriate gates and _I trust that we shall not pass this billat this | |) 5°. PRESIDENT. If there be no 
Visions approaches" as the Secretary ‘‘may deem time involving the Government in so much ON. TRUM BULL will be taken. ee 
cept uy necessary for the use of foot passengers and | expenditure as this will necessarily involve, mis SOUS sL. I have no objection to 
eatin vehicles, and to provide a practicable and || andso greatly inadvance oftime. Why should the amendments being sent to the Secretary 8 
oo sightly avenue of communication between said |) we say now that we will have this exhibition Coes ‘ene an order being entered for their 
fon for reservation and Pennsylvania avenue or other || in 1872 at the city of Washington? Does any- eae ta \MLIN. L wie! 
Se lies main street or avenue in the city of Washing- |, body wish to steal a march in relation to this Me. TRUMBULI we to cant een 
uct a ton,”’ all at the expense of the United States. | exinbition? Why not wait and see where is || the seal f ri ery well; | withdraw 
I eae: Surely, is it not enough that we shall furnish || the proper place to have it? Why not, also, || "The VIC E PRESIDENT The bill (3, N 
sdebe. the ground and let thiscompany with $3,000,000 | count the cost? I trust the motion of the || 90} a eee ale e be he » NO. 
period of capital_grade it and prepare it to suit them- | Senator from Nevada will prevail. ak tS adem eel en .~ ear 
v dreat selves ? I therefore propose to insert after the The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is |) Wact re ag as eae : * = . om 
ie that word “reservation the words ‘‘ the Secretary || on the motion of the Senator from Nevada, to | \ Opi on city In the year 15/1 1s betore the 
tefore of the Interior may authorize the use and recommit the bill to the Committee on the Dis- | ate HAMLIN. I wis to aay bot a word 
f their occupancy thereof, if he shall deem it not in- || trict of Columbia. Cs “ } fy. 7 ; . Me $e 0 ro by | a ven ; 
te eaid consistent with the public interests, for the Mr. TRUMBULL. As that is likely to lead || , ‘died “ 1 he Ge, 7 ments a ’ oy hall 
en. purposes and according to the terms herein || toa protracted discussion, and we may not get | ha ncatex a 1€ 6 es trom ermont i sha 
7 set forth.”? ; , | through will the bill to-day, and as I think | = e no pacer tie A aoe of prem, oe 
‘abe 6 It will be seen by looking over the bill that || there is no particular objection in trying to do | : a ‘fe a fa od hi coe : oo re able 
otk te the committee have very generously stricken || so, I move that the Senate now proceed to the || '° 88 rr S alithees Aalae t “ the + shall 
eakt, out the last section, which proposes to make an || consideration of executive business. ee ren. : t the Ponsa ane a! 
ls appropriation of money for carrying out all Mr. SUMNER. Before that motion is put, av what are my views in relation to the pro- 
; these objects. Does it therefore follow that || with the permission of the Senate, I should like a holding this fair and what has been 
again : the United States will not be subjected to any || to offer two orders in pursuance of a letter I om Cater cati daa! TA 
Pana expense? Why, of course, if we authorize an | have just received from the Department of || *2° ¥. CE PRESIDENT. The motion to 
ial i expenditure of money we shall hereafter be || State. ' aaa scot " penenens but the Senator from 
rall be called upon to make the appropriation, and he VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator || | ermont, on the suggestion of the Senator from 
at very likely we shall come out of this exhibition | from Illinois yield for that purpose? Maine, has sent to the desk amendments which 
ropbes in the same manner that we came out with the Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection. — er c in ae oat ata 
and” Paris exhibition, where it was proclaimed that PRINTING OP DIPLOMATIC PAPERS. 100 DO MANS GE Creer was te Ceres for we 

, we would not be subjected to more than $50,000 PAE TO ' rt printing of these proposed amendments. 
is been 210 at a di at tl ae Mr. SUMNER. I offer the following resolu- nae Ail 
he year al oad See ee ap f _ & one tion, and ask its adoption: : EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

. Te 2 ee 2cg ‘ n v , . 

I can nates oe AG COURSES, |S. FOR.. LONp ham Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Mr. TRUMBULL. Irenew my motion that 
uld be eo tae . Department of State five hundred copies of the Presi- || the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
ie any iy alge Twenty thousand dol- bet pe message of “ee 20th instant And te, papers executive business. 
yh with > orate. that wee first asked for. ‘ ¥ - EDMUNT ah Te es ryt The motion was agreed to; and after five 
iisien't Mr. } 4L,of Vermont. It wasa very Mr. EDMU NDS. That must go to the Com- || hours spent in executive session the doors were 
“of the small sum ; I do not remember the exact mittee on Printing. — ie ate a™ reopened. 
slo for amount. ‘The committee have also very gra- The VICK PRESIDENT. The resolution MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
yy oo ciously stricken out the hundreds of policemen | must be referred to the Committee on Print- ant. ant st Ane rr ; 7 
— which they proposed to authorize and pay for, || ing. iid Ze Dee nee a 5m __e va 
aid and substituted the troops of the U nited States Mr, SUMNER. May it not be adopted now MeL ec ang Clock. eT aia 
proval and marines. Now, it is known that General — by unanimous consent? Hex Tt Dry rea er + ee that J - 
bad Sherman thinks we have no more troops than Mr. EDMUNDS. There is a law on that pee eee ee eee yom in the 
ti > we have use for, not as many. Are we toen- subject which binds both Houses. House from the State of Massachusetts, had 
Sole ust more men for this special duty of doing The VICE PRESIDENT, The Chair will _— — ae Corea Tit of the 
anon police work here in Washington? = state that by the operation of a law which can- | 0use for the residue of this day. 

% be i Chen, again, it is provided in this bill that | not be waived by the unanimous consent of ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Ghia a ree ste reaeny: one op ead pn Beey, Se ony by poset ee seen, The message also announced that the Speaker 
at the Mee Soergechgs:-5 provide means Of Wrans- | svc resolutions must de considered OY “S| of the House had signed the following enrolled 
ea portation at all the ports of the United States Committee on Printing. The lawis printed | j-110 014 joj ateitdaes ened ie a an 
el Nee to receive and carry back all the goods that | with the Digest of the Rulesof the other fare aS ANS JERE FORTE TS AP Pas BOTe ee 
follow ve ow he 3 ; ae ‘ upon signed by the Vice President: 

I pr may be sent here for the purposes of this ex- | The resolution will be referred to the Commit- bill (H. R. No. 679 ki 

- hibition, Any one can see that that willinvolve | tee on Printing A. bill (EE. 2. NG. O19) making & tomporasy 

it by oaed y : ; — wetaaate:  vebiish . } appropriation for the prosecution of the work 

( an immense amount of labor and immense cost Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from Rhode . ‘ 
red, to dhe Hetmeinmnens aition Lieited Stakes Tiiend (ie Mateos Se eee ¢ | upon the improvement of the Des Moines 
of the he Gi ; e United States. sland, [Mr. AnrHoyy,] who is chairman o rapids in the Mississippi river ; 

But after all I will say that I am in favor at | that committee, has gone home. I have .no . Tn GOR : : 
hereby a : 4 paahage . hart ; : A bik (H. R. No. 695) making appropri- 
: he proper time of an industrial exhibition of | doubt the other members of the committee . . Sica we 

thie ke} ; * ; so : ations to partially supply deficiencies in the 
ay his kind. Iam notin favor of it at the present | would cheerfully give their consent. ee ; o ys 
it will time pee ‘ha VICK PREQIDENT  T appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 

yg: ie or even atthe time proposed. Ido not The VICE PRESIDENT. Two members | ) 4:5 June 30, 1870: 
rticies believe that the country has had time to recu- | of the Committee on Printing are present in ee aa : 
sbroad eet : —s : . 5. es A joint resolution (H. R. No. 4) relating to 

perate so that we are in any condition atthe | the Chamber: the Senator from Louisiana || . : ee 
et the canal eg \ roe : Solitons steamboats and other vessels owned in the loyal 
I may - patel to make such an exhibition [ieee Harris] and the Senator from California, States. and 
sto me wikeh fe sapere wen nae Steeeuane a ees ee ee A joint resolution (H. R. No. 96) of tribute 
under REP COPRTEOR ; SAENSS.., . TX ERASE WH aes nee nee oer also the following | to the memory of George Peabody, deceased. 
Barres. do undertake a feat of this kind I am for | resolution: y B J 
ney achieving success. At the present moment it Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the APPROVAL OF BILLS. 
vrted ; ron be unjust to our southern brethren, who ere ea sehane Death tn oat = The doors having been reopened, 
Theis ‘ave had no time to repair the damages of the | accompanying papers, relating to pending questions Mr. THAYER stated that the President of 
y shall recent conflict; and whenever we do make an | with Great Britain. the United States desired him to inform the 


41st Cone. 2p Suss.— No. 20. 
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Senate that he had approved and signed -the 
enrolled bill (S. No. 281) to promote the recon- 


enrolled bills, but had not time to send to Con- 
gress an official notification of the fact. 

On motion of Mr. POMEROY, the Senate 
adjourned. 





The VICE PRESIDENT, under the concur- | 
rent resolution of the two Houses, declared the | 
Senateadjourned till Monday, January 10, 1870. | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 22, 1869. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burer. 


Mr. CESSNA moved that the reading of the | 


Journal be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER. That requires unanimous 
consent. 

No objection was made. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER, It was ordered on yes- 
terday, by unanimous consent, that no busi- 


ness should be in order to-day except the intro- 
ductions of bills and joint resolutions for ref- 


erence to their appropriate committees and | 
not to be brought back into the House by | 
motions to reconsider, the signing of enrolled | 
bills, and debate in Committee of the Whole. | 


DANIEL K. WONDERLICIH. 


Mr. CESSNA introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


698) for the relief of Daniel K. Wonderlich, 


of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania; which was | 


read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 


ARTIFICIAL LIMBS FOR SOLDIERS. 


Mr. MERCUR introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


699) to provide artificial limbs to soldiers who 


lost their limbs while serving in the armies of | 


| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


struction of the State of Georgia, and other | 


| 


| 








| lishment of a collection district and port of 
| entry at La Crosse, Wisconsin; which was read 
|| a first and second time, and referred to the 
| Committee on Commerce. 








the Union during the late rebellion ; which was | 


read a firstand second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


GEORGE WILLIAMSON AND COMPANY, 


Mr. PAINE introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 99) authorizing and requiring the 


Secretary of the Treasury to refund to George | 
Williamson & Co., of Milwaukee, in the State | 


of Wisconsin, certain duties paid upon pig-iron ; 


which was read a first and second time, and | 


referred to the Committee of Claims. 
FRANCIS E. SHOBER. 


Mr. PAYNE also presented a paper from | 


the Governor of North Carolina, relating to the 
removal ef political disabilities from I'rancis 


Kk. Shober, claiming a seat in the House of | 
Representatives as a Representative from the | 


sixth congressional district of North Carolina ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
construction. 


DISTRICT COURTS IN LOUISIANA, 


Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No, 700) for the better organiza- 
tion of the district courts of the United States 


within the State of Louisiana; which was read | 


a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. BOYD introduced a joint resolution (H. 
It. No, 100) extending the time for the com- 
pletion of the Atlantic and Pacific railroad; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road. 

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

Mr. WELKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

701) to abolish imprisonment for debt in the 





District of Columbia, and for other purposes; | 


which was read a first and second time, referred | 


to the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
and ordered to be printed. 


EMMOR WARE. 


Mr. HOLMAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
702) for the relief of Emmor Ware; which was 


| 


| 
} 








read a first and second time, and referred to 


| the Committee of Claims. 


ItOMESTEADS. 


Mr. BURDETT submitted the following res- 

olution; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands: 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Landsbe 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws ot the United States relating to home- 
steads as to permit of proof of settlement and proof 
of abandonment being taken by and before the clerks 
of the county courts of the counties where lands 
affected are located, and to report by bill or other- 
wise, 


PORT OF ENTRY LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, introduced 
a bill (fl. R. No. 703) providing for the estab- 


JOHN SEWARD. 
Mr. HAWLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


704) for the relief of John Seward, a soldier in | 


the war of 1812; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
tevolutionary Pensions and War of 1812. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION, 


Mr. LAWRENCE introduced a joint resolu- | 
tion (H. R. No. 101) proposing an amendment | 
to the Constitution of the United States; which | 


was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee on Revision of the Laws of the | 


United States, and ordered to be printed. 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
Mr.SCHENCK. Asall gentlemen desiring 


to introduce bills appear to have done so,I move |, 
that the rwes be suspended, and that the House | 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union for the discussion of 
the President's annual message. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into || 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union, (Mr, InGerso in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the President’s 
annual message. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
Wisconsin [Mr. WasHBurn] is entitled to the 


| floor. 


Mr. CULLOM. I ask the gentleman to 
yield me twenty minutes. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I will do 
so if it be understood it shall not come out of 
my time. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
that understanding? 

There was no objection. 


APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATION, 


Mr. CULLOM. Mr. Chairman, some days 
ago, while the census bill was under consider- 


Is there objection to 


ation, the question of representation was briefly | 


discussed, but the provisions of that bill in rela- 


tion to the apportionment was finally stricken | 
out, to be made the subject of future discussion | 


The gentleman from | 


OBE. 








December 


>< 
22, 








looking over the debates upon the subject of 


| fundamental law, to change the charac: 


| coming a serious question whether there shoy|) 


representation, both in the Convention tha: 
framed the Constitution and in the Giscussicn 
which took place in Congress since ie 
occurred every ten years in the history of th : 
country, I find that it seemed always to be :),, 
judgment of the best statesmen that represe * 
ation in the House of Representatives should 
be large. The House of Representatives ;. 
strictly the people’s branch of the Legislatyy. 

The Constitution of the United States fixes 
the number of Senators from each State saa 
it is not in our power, except by changing the 
amount of representation in the Senate, And 
sir, I desire to say that while such is the fio, 
I am more and more convinced that it js },,. 


not be a change made in the representatioy j, 


|| that body. I believe there will be at no distay, 


|| day such a change in the Constitution ag ; 











and legislation. In whatever light other mem- | 


bers may regard the subject, for myself [ am | 
constrained to believe that the question in all | 
its phases in a Government like ours is a most | 
important one, and one that cannot lightly be | 


passed over by Congress. 
The patriots who framed the Constitution 
regarded the question of representation as an 


important one, and it has been so regarded by | 
every Congress having to deal with it from the | 
| day when the Constitution was adopted until 


the present. 
The particular questions which this Congress 
is called upon to decide are the amount of rep- 


resentation which the people shall have in this || ° 
Peek | lators of the country outnumbered the rank an 


branch of the national Legislature, andthe time 
when the change from the present represent- 
ation to the one which may be agreed upon 
shall take place. Upon the question of num- 


| than officers. 


bers I am in favor of a larger number than we | 


now have. I am in favor of an increase of the 


present number to at least three hundred. In 


uw 


change the basis of representation jn tho 
Senate. 

But leaving that question for a moment oy: 
of view, except to recognize the fact as it exisi. 
does it not become more important to the peo- 
ple that representation in this House shoy\\ 
be regulated in strict accordance with justice 
and republican institutions? , 

It would seem, in reading the history and 
debates of the early times in this country, tha: 
even as far back as in 1792 evils had to he 


| contended with by the legislators; though we 


aré sometimes almost ready to be convinced 
that all the evils have been reserved for our 


| day, yet then it was urged, in speaking of the 
| many evils which were then upon the country, 


and which were to be apprehended in the future, 
that there was no way to meet them in the 
national Legislature but by a full representation 
of the people in the House. 

In the little discussion on this question a few 


|| days ago it was argued that it was economy 


to keep the number of Representatives at a 
small figure. That same argument has been 
made in every Congress where the question 
has been discussed. In answer to such ob- 
jections to an increase, it was argued upon 
the other hand that full representation gave 
strength to the Government; ‘‘that it would 
invigorate the affections of the people for the 
country, and as the lower House of Congress 
was increased more power would be conferred 
on the Government ; that by a large representa: 
tion the greater would be the influence ot the 
people over their Representatives and over 
their action.’’ 

Mr. Cushman, in 1802, said in Congress ‘‘ that 
representation tends to increase the common 
stock of good feeling. Ata distance unseen and 
unknown, and sometimes misrepresented, we 
become alienated from each other ; but nearer 
and nearer approaches, by the interchange ol 
thought and obliging offices, we learn to cor 
rect false impressions ; we rise superior to un- 
generous views; we feel and cherish a mutual 
deference; we are inclined to friendly sent: 
ments, and with more harmony to coijperate 
for the common weal.”’ ‘ 

Mr. Baylies, of Massachusetts, said upon this 
question that ‘‘he had full confidence in tue 
Representatives of the people.’’ ‘* A boldant 
ambitious President, and such an one we shal! 
have sooner or later,’’ would not hesitate to use 
the influence of his office to operate upon the 
popular branch of the Government, and th: 
surest check that could be interposed agains! 


' such an influence would be to increase the num 


ber of those who hold, if I may so term it, the 
resisting power of the Government.”’ 

Mr. Randolph said ‘there was a time, 24 
he wished to live to see it again, when the lez'*- 


file of the Army and the officers to boot.’? Tha! 
was, perhaps, a time when they had more me" 
Says he: 


“I wish [ might see it again. Did evera man hear 
of a country ruined by the expense of its legislators’ 
Yes; as the sheep is ruined by so much as is devote 


' to the nourishment of the dog.” 
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Mr. Chairman, without quoting further from 
- etatesmen of the early days of the Republic, 


the sta 


| may truthfully say that they were in favor of 


«mall ratio and large representation; that 
-hough the expense attending the compensation 
of the members might be somewhat increased, 
«. would yet be trifling compared with the great 
advantages that would result from it; that 
large representation would, while it might 
‘yerease the expense in one respect, be pro- 
ductive of true economy in the defeat of cor- 
rupt and extravagant measures. rhe expense 
of the civil Departments of the Government 
‘s but a drop in the bucket compared with 
the mass of expenditures resulting from bad 
legislation. The more intimately and closely 
the Representative is identified with the people 
who send him here the more likely is he to 
carry out their views and insure their confi- 
dence and respect. 

Men say that this House is too large already ; 
that make it larger and you make it amob. I 
confess, Mr. Chairman, that to a stranger it 
appears confusion worse confounded some- 
times. Thereis much confusion and disorder; 
it isa little lacking in that dignity that ought 
to characterize a legislative assembly. Yet, 
judging from results im dispatch of business and 
inthe character of legislation, I think we have 
nothing to fear from comparison with smaller 
legislative bodies. if there is any principle 


that gives this Government a distinctive char- 
acterand makes it republican in fact, in contrast 
with other nations of the world, it is its repre: 
sentative character. 

The very name republican carries with it 
the name or idea of its being a representative 
government. On looking at the word repub- 
lican the dictionaries define it as ‘‘ a State in 
which the sovereign power is exercised by rep- 
resentatives elected by the people.’’ Such being 
the character of this Government, is it not the 
duty of those who are elected by the people 
to see to it that while the Government in part 
rests in our hands we do nothing to give the 
Government any other character than that 
which it was designed to have—a republican 
government in fact. 

Some one has said that all republican gov- 
ernments appear to posssess a n:tural tend- 
ency from republicanism to monarchy. Sir, 
that may be true; | fear it isin this Gevern- 
ment of ours; that as we as a people become 
wealthy, as wealth becomes unequally distrib- 
uted, as large corporations grow into power 
and controlling influence, the tendency of ihe 
governing powers of the country is to for- 
get the masses of the people and study the 
comfort, convenience, and prosperity of the 
few. Is it not our duty to guard well this point 
and see to it that such a disposition does not 
get possession of us? The Constitution de- 
clares that— 

_* Representatives and direct taxes shall be appor- 
tioned among the several States that may be in- 
cluded within the Union according to their respective 
numbers,’’ &e. 

‘The actual enumeration shall be made within 
three years after the first meeting of the Congress of 
the United States, and within every subsequent term 


¢ ten years in such manner as they shall by law 
direct,’’ 


The number of Representatives shall not exceed 
one for every thirty thousand, but cach State shall 
have at least one Representative.”’ 

_ Gentlemen will see that the framers of the 
Constitution seemed to agree on thirty thou- 
sand as the number of people entitled to a Rep- 
resentative in that day, and it was for a long 
time believed by the best men of those times 
that it was neither judicious nor carrying out 
the idea of the Constitution to fix the ratio of 
representation at a much larger number. To- 
day there are few men on this floor whose dis- 
tricts do not contain a representative population 
of more than three times that number. The 
district which I have the honor to represent 
contains a voling population of nearly forty 
thousand, as shown by the votes cast for the 
candidates for President and Representative at 
the last election; and taking that vote as the 





basis of calculation, | represent to-day upon 
this floor about two hundred thousand people. 

The men, sir, who made, and the people who 
ratified the Constitution never contemplated 


| that the time would so soon come when the 


basis of representation should be swelled up 
from thirty to two hundred thousand people. 
They believed that it was more in consonance 
with the spirit of our institutions that the basis 
of representation should be small and repre- 
sentation full; but as the nation has increased 
in population the basis or ratio of representa- 
tion has increased. 

In 1790, when the first census was taken after 
the adoption of the Constitution, we had less 
than four million people. in 1809 we had 
about five and a half millions; in 1810, about 
seven millions and a quarter; in 1820, a little 
over nine and a half millions; in 1830, nearly 
thirteen millions; in 1840, a little more than 
seventeen millions; in 1850, about twenty-three 
millions, and in 1860 about thirty-one millions. 
So, Mr. Speaker, our country has steadily and 
rapidly increased in population as each decade 
passed away from 1790 until 1860, as shown by 
the census, and we confidently expect that the 
census which is about to be taken will show a 
population of forty millions. 

As the population has increased so has the 
number of Representatives on this floor, though 


| not as regularly and not in the same propor- 


tion. As the population has increased so have 
States sprung into existence; and as they have 
been named and taken into the Union as mem- 
bers of the national family their Senators have 
taken their places in the other wing of this 
Capitol, two by two, until it has come to be 
almost a question which is the people’s branch 
of the national Legislature. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I desire to speak to the 


| question whether it is not the duty of this 
| Congress, if it be within its power to do so, to so | 


shape the law and provide the means to secure 
an enumeration ofthe representative population 
of the States in time to get the benefit of what- 
ever increase of representation may be determ- 
‘né ‘a the next Congress. The prineivie 
ined upon in the next Congress. The principle 
of this Government is not only a representative 
one, requiring that the Representatives shall be 


| elected by the people, but that the Represent- | 


atives should be equally distributed in propor- 
tion tothe population of the different localities. 
The English House of Commons is com- 
posed of about six hundred members, a large 
majority of them representing districts and | 
boroughs having very small population ; equal 
representation as applied to the people is not | 


| the idea or object of the British Government. 


| resentation accordingly. 


In this country the Government is not only 
representative, but the primary object of the 
provision of the Constitution requiring a census 
every ten years was to count the people as they 
might be found in States and apportion rep- 
Representation in 
this country is of a personal character, and is 


| therefore expected to be distributed according 


'| to the population. 


I contend that if it is within our power todo 


| so under the Constitution, and in view of the 


vork to be done, we ought to procure the cen- 
sus of the population of the country so as to 
get the benefit of the new apportionment in the 
next Congress. 

The population of the country is changing. 
Some States have within the last ten years 
grown largelyin population, while others have 
not. While the eastern States, some of them, 
small as they are, seem to have got their growth, 
the western are filling up and becoming as em- | 
pires. ‘* Westward the star of empire takes 
its course;’’ and, sir, as these changes take 
place the representation on this floor becomes 
unequal as between the old and the newer 
States of the Union. 

Illinois, lowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Mis- 
souri, Kansas, and others of the western States 
are filling up with an enterprising and free 


| population, and upon the present basis or any | 


which this House will likely agree upon they |! 
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| are together entitled to from twelve to twenty 


additional members in this House. Members 
argue that it would not be fair in view of the 
fact that representation heretofore has been 


readjusted but once in ten years. It is not 





| be the interest of our particular localities. 
| State which I in part represent possesses a 


right, they argue, for Congress now to change 
the rule and make a readjustment when only 
eight years have elapsed since the last one 
took place. 

It is true that it has only been done hereto 


fore once in ten years, yet it seems to me that 


if it is true that it should be readjusted at all 
and done upon the basis of population in the 


| different States the question rises above mere 


precedent and calls upon us to do it so soon as 
we can do it, whether it has been done every 
ten years or eight years heretufore or whether 


| one State may gain or another may lose. 


Itis aquestion going down to the very vital 
principles of the Government, and if the prin- 
ciple is correct we are called upon to act upon 
it at the earliest practicable moment. I can 
not see that there is any constitutional ques- 
tion involved in it. The Constitution declares 
that— 


“The enumeration shall be made within three 
years after the first meeting of Congress, and within 
every subsequent term of ten years.” 

There is nothing said as to when the ques 
tion of representation shall be settled upon 
the enumeration of the people being taken ; 
whether it shall be done in the same year or in 
any subsequent year thereafter ; but the enum 
eration being made first of all for the pur- 
pose of reapportioning representation, it would 
seem to follow that it would be the duty of 
Congress to perform their work of reappor 
tioning as soon as it had the power to do it. 
The presumptions are in favor of prompt action 


| on the part of Congress. 


But, sirs, I confess that we are all liable to 


be influenced more or less by what seems to 
The 


opulation to-day of nearly two million and a 
fralf of people. She has a Representative force 
on this floor of fourteen members. The six 
New England States, with a population of, say, 
three quarters of a million more, have a repre 
sentative force here of twenty-seven Represent- 
atives. This is asthe law makesit. We lave 
no right to complain ; but it becomes the more 
clearly my duty, at least, to insist that the new 
apportionment shall be made as soon as possi 
ble. It is not fair to the States where popula- 
tion has increased to postpone a readjustment 
a day longer than is necessary to enumerate 
the people of the States, ascertain the results 
for a new basis. 

Gentlemen have argued that we ought not 


| to pass a law placing the power in the hands 


of the Secretary of the Interior to ascertain the 
representative population and determine the 
number 6f Representatives to which each State 
shall be entitled after we have the number that 
shall compose the House. Sir, if the law be 
made plain by which we shall be governed his 


| duty becomes merely clerical and will involve 


| no serious objections on that ground ; 


no mystery, and it seems to me there can be 
bat if 


| there is any force in it it can easily be avoided 
| by providing that Congress shall come together 


was regarded by many ag the only true 


in September and receive his report and take 
whatever action may be necessary on our part 
Other men raise the objection that such 
action would require a large expense in call 
ing together the State Legislatures by the Gov- 
ernors. There is no need of the Legislatures 
meeting, as every State getting an increase 
of representation may be authorized by act 
of Congress to elect the additional Representa- 
tives on the general ticket of the State; and, 
sir, for a long time in this country, let me say 
to members who do notregard that as a legit!) 


mate mode of electing Representatives, (at 
and 


constitutional way of electing members of Con 


gress. : 
Mr. Chairman. | desireagainto call member 
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attention to this subject, and ask them to regard 


1} 


it in its true light, as a question affecting the | 


interests of the whole country. 

The Senate is a body whose members in num- 
ber is fixed by the Constitution, each State 
being entitled to two, whether the State be 
large or small. They are not in the fallest 
sense the representatives of the people. The 


Legislatures of their States are placed between | 
Coming, too, | 
xe large States and small ones, || 


them and their people at home. 
as I say, from tf 
two by two, they are not distributed equally 
among the people. 

Again, referring to New ngland—and I do 
not do it with any disposition to manifest any 


opposition to those States, but because I can | 
more easily illustrate the condition of inequal- || 


ity that exists both here and in the Senate, by 


referring to them in comparison—the six New | 


England States have a population of a little 
more than three millions. 


The State of New || to what the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Cut- 
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Wiseonsin to yield the floor to me fora few || 


moments. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. IfI could || 


| only know how long the gentleman’s *‘* mo- 


| 


ments ”’ 
modate him. 


Mr. DAWES. 


thought or two suggested by the remarks which 
have just fallen from the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, [Mr. Cu.tom.] If my suggestions are 
worth anything—I do not pretend that they 
are—their value depends upon their connection 
with the remarks which have just been made, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I will 
yield to the gentleman for ten minutes, pro- 
vided it does not come out of my time. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Chairman, the sugges- 


|| tions which I propose to make have reference 


York has a population of nearly four méllions, || 


if not quite; yet New England, with less popu- 
lation than New York, has a representative 
force in the Senate of twelve Senators, while 
New York has but two. So I might refer to 
the States of Illinois and Nevada; the one with 


two millions and a half of people and the other | 


with sixty or seventy thousand, and each of 
them with two Senators. 

I am not disposed to offer any remedy for 
this glaring inequality which exists in repre- 
sentation in the Senate, because nothing short 
of changing the fundamental law or by some 
means equalizing the size of the States can 
remedy the present condition. But, sir, in my 
judgment something will be done before many 
years in relation to senatorial representation. 

The theory has seemed to prevail that the 
Government was formed partly federal and 
partly national; that the House of Repre- 
sentatives should represent the people, and the 
Senate the States. But, sir, the Government 
was made for the people; the Constitution was 
made by the people and forthe people. ‘* We, 
the people of the United States,’’ 
ing eitennt of the Constitution itself. 


Mr. Chairman, I could cite the declarations 


of eminent statesmen of the early history of 


the country in opposition to the present organ- | 


ization of the Senate. Mr. Madison cogently 
gave several reasons why he was opposed to 
giving two Senators to each State: 


‘*1, The minority could negative a majority of the | 


people. 


‘2. They could extort measures by making them | 


a condition of their assent to other measures. They 
could obtrude measures on the majority by virtue of 
the peculiar powers which would be vested in the 
Senate. The evil, instead of being cured by time, 
would increase with every new State that should be 
admitted, as they must all be admitted on the prin- 
ciple of equality. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I only intended to intimate 
my opinion that the representative principle 
as applied to the Senate was in my judgment 
wrong, and that sooner or later it would be 
changed by the people of this country. 

Mr. Chairman, this whole question of rep- 
resentation is yet unsettled. It isa broad ques- 
tion and rests in the future for its full devel- 
opment. A perfect system of representation 
is yet to be attained. A system should be 
devised by which all the people, minorities and 
majorities, may be represented ; and, sir, Iam 
inclined to the opinion that it will not be long 
when every class of people, whether in the 
majority or minority, will have a voice in the 
Legislatures of the country. 

But, sir, | have talked longer than I expected 
to do whenI began. This nation is becoming 
« mighty continent, and in the language of the 
eloquent gentleman from Nevada, ‘‘it stretches 
through three zones and is washed by three 
oceans ;’’ its interests are varied alld be- 
comes therefore the more important that its 
representation should be equal. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, resumed 
the floor. 


Mr. DAWES. I ask the gentleman from 


is the open- | 











LoM] has said with regard to a contemplated 
change of the Constitution of the United States 
in respect to the equal representation in the 
Senate. While the gentleman has said much 
with which | agree, | hear with some apprehen- 


sion and some alarm that he not only approves | 


but contemplates an attempt upon the part of 
those who may have the power, or may not, to 
break up the original Constitution of this Gov- 
ernment—a Government which, according to 
its original contemplation, was to be composed 
of the States and of the people of the whole 
nation. As I understand the nature of this 
Government [ do not conceive it to be entirely 


a Government of the whole people as a mass. | 
I understand it to be an attempt to bring under | 


one Government the States and the people, the 


people being represented in this branch of | 


Congress and the States in the other. All that 


the gentleman has said in reference to the con- | 
stitution of this branch meets with my hearty | 


concurrence. But, sir, if I know anything 
about the history of this nation it would have 


had no existence if the sentiments which the | 


gentleman has advocated in reference to the 
constitution of the Senate had prevailed in 1787. 


It is a matter of history that of nothing were | 
the States so jealous as of their State existence, | 


and that they came into that Convention which 
adopted finally this admirable system of gov- 
ernment upon the pledge not only that their 
State existence should be recognized, and their 
equality in the Senate of the United States, but 
that they should be protected against any such 
demand as should be suggested hereafter from 
any ambitious State or ambitious section of the 
country, such as is represented by my esteemed 
friend at my left, [Mr. CvuLtom;] and they not 
only provided for the equality of the States 


in the other branch, but every State stipulated | 


that this should never be changed without the 
consent of each of the States. And I submit 
to my friend from I!linois [Mr. Cuttom] for 
his serious consideration when he speaks of an 
amendment of the Constitution that shall oblit- 
erate that feature of our Government by which 


| the States are recognized in their State capacity 


in the other branch, while to the people as a 
mass is accorded representation in this branch, 
this section of the Constitution: 


**Provided,That no amendment which may be made | 


prior to the year 1808 shall in any manner affect the 
first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the 
first article; and that no State, without its consent, 
shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate.”’ 

There is a solemn stipulation, in the form of 
a constitutional provision, entered into by the 
States, entered into deliberately, and the his- 
tory of the formation of the Constitution dis- 
closes that upon this point it was that the whole 
success or failure of that Convention hinged, 
whether the States should be preserved in their 
corporate and State capacity beyond the per- 
adventure of being interfered with by any grasp- 
ing power that should hereafter develop itself, 
or by any sections in combination under any 
power reserved or provided for in the Consti- 
tution of the United States for its amendment 


would be I might consent to accom- | 


I have no prepared speech, | 
Mr. Chairman, but I would like to submit a | 
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hereafter; and the amendment suggested } 

- . ° ° - i Ss Vv 
my friend from Illinois is a breach of 
plighted faith of every State that has come 
this Union under this Constitution. 

As regards Mr. Madison, who, it is true. .. 
| stated by the gentleman from Illinois, stre; a 
_ ously opposed this provision in the “s 
tion, ask the gentleman to read the sixty-<¢., 
ond number of the Federalist, written afie; w ; 
by Mr. Madison, in which he commended this 
very provision. ‘This discloses that after feo. 
ther reflection on the guarantee for the balance 
of powers provided in this Constitution, |, 
commended that very feature in it, and urged 
its acceptance upon the people of the United 
States. In subsequent papers he bears tes). 
mony, and every man who has written on tie 
Constitution since bears testimony to the fac 
that without that provision which [ have read 
there never would have been a Constitution of 
the United States, or a nation composed q: 
this nation is of States and people represent, 
in the two branches, realizing that beautify 
figure of speech— 

‘Distinct as the billows, 
Yet one as the sea.’’ 

After the war which we have waged in the past 
to put down the heresy of State sovereignty let 
us not, I beseech you, Mr. Chairman, permit 
that epoch to mark the decay of State rights 
also. Let us preserve with religious care every 
right of the States, first and foremost among 
which is their equality of representation in the 
Senate. Then shall we be strong in our faith 
and our character as well as our growth, and 
so alone shall we live. . 

Here the committee rose informally, and Mr, 
Perers took the chair as Speaker pro tempore, 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hamuiy, 
one of its clerks, announced that it had agreed 
| to the resolution of the House of Represent: 
| atives extending the recess of Congress to the 
10th day of January next. 


| POSTAL TELEGRAPH, 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union resumed its session. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, addressed 
the committee in a speech which will appear 
in the Appendix. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


The committee informally rose; and Mr. 
Moors, of Lllinois, having taken the chair as 
Speaker pro tempore, a message was received 
from the Senate, by Mr. HamLtn, one of its 
clerks, notifying the House that that body had 
passed bills and joint resolutions of the follow- 
ing titles, without amendment: 

An act (H. R. No. 679) making a temporary 
appropriation for the prosecution of the work 
upon the improvement of the Des Moines rapids 
in the Mississippi river ; 

An act (H. R. No. 695) making appropri- 
ations partially to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 
ending June 80, 1870; and 

A joint resolution (H, R. No. 96) of tribute 
to the memory of George Peabody, deceased. 


FINANCIAL QUESTIONS OF THE DAY. 


The committee resumed its session, Mr. 
PoLanp in the chair. 

Mr. ORTH. Mr. Chairman, the questions 
pertaining to our public debt and its ae 
nent adjustment, to our national banks and 
currency, to specie payments, and to the revis: 
ion of the tariff sed: internal revenue, engross 
the public attention to a greater degree at this 
time than at any previous period in our history. 
In consequence of the recent rebellion our peo 
ple have everywhere been subjected to heavy 
pecuniary burdens, not only in the shape o! 
voluntary contributions for various humane 
and patriotic purposes, but also in the pay: 
ment of high taxes, local and general in their 
character. These burdens have thus far been 
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egntinue to be so borne if the necessity ex- 
ito demand it. But the necessity having 
a great measure ceased, they are now en- 
led to all the relief which can be afforded. 
\Vhile Congress can by prudent legislation do 
very much toward lessening the taxes of the 
. ople, much more remains to be done in this 
yirection by the local authorities of each State 
and county. 
Let Congress do its duty in alleviating the 
public burdens so far as in our power, and 
‘hereby set an example to the local authorities 
of the country who are clothed with the collec- 
tion and disbursements of a very large portion 
of the money of the people. In all our legis- 
iation, whether national, State, or municipai, 
the legislator should ever remember that labor 
is the true basis of individual and national 
wealth, and that whatever burdens are laid or 
whatever taxes are exacted they must inevit- 


ably fall to a greater or less extent upon the | 


labor of the country. 


Let our taxes be there- | 


{ure so adjusted by wise and prudent legisla- | 
tion that the burden will fall as lightly as may | 


be upon the laboring man, and that the wealth 


of the country does not receive undue exemp- | 


tions. ‘'o the laboring man in every commu- 


nity weare indebted for whatever of substantial 


progress is made, for every degree of prosper- 
ity which the nation enjoys. He who delves 


in the mines and extracts therefrom the metals | 


which ingenuity and skill fashion into forms of 
usefulness or Ornament; he who spends his 
hours in the work-shop or turns up the soil to 
produce for his fellow-man the staff of life— 
these are the men preéminently entitled to legis- 
lative protection. The vast majority of our 
people are workingmen who earn not only 
their daily bread, but the daily bread of all our 
people by the sweat of their face; and hence, 
upon the sound principle that ‘* governments 
are instituted among men to secure the great- 
est good to the greatest number,’’ we should 


so shape our action here as to give to labor 


that degree of protection which its importance 
requires ; that those who produce the wealth 
of the natiou should feel as little as possible 
the public burdens of the nation. 

OUR NATIONAL DEBT. 

We are all aware that the recent struggle for 
national existence has created an immense 
national debt. Great as were the sacrifices of 
blood and treasure demanded to save the nation, 
the American people in the contingency in 
which they were placed could not hesitate a 
moment as to their duty. The result was a 
national indebtedness of almost unprecedented 
proportions, and while a single dollar of that 


indebtedness remains unpaid let us remember | 


and hold in utter abhorrence the acts of the 


men who created the necessity for it and those | 


who aided and sympathized with them in their 
attack upon the national life. 

But enormous asis our national indebtedness, 
we have the ability to pay it. If any one here- 
tofore from whatever cause entertained doubts 
as to our ability so to do the events of the last 


six months have furnished abundant evidence | 
to remove those doubts. The laws of Congress | 
providing for a retrenchment in the expendi- 


tures of the Government and the enforcement 
ofa more rigid economy in the various branches 
of the public service are being faithfully carried 
into effect by the executive department, and 
the result is already apparent in the increase 
of revenue even under a system of reduced tax- 
ation, while the honest application of this rev- 
enue to its legitimate purpose is daily dimin- 
ishing the amount of our national indebtedness. 
Of the willingness of the American people to 
pay this debt there remains, also, no doubt. If 
our people are distinguished for one trait of 
character above another it is for their desire at 
all times and under all circumstances, whether 
in a national or in an individual capacity, to 
ineet their honest obligations; and itis this 
trait of character which has brought them to 
the contemplation of our national indebted- 


nitude they have issued a fiat in unmistakable 


terms that the debt shall be paid. 

Mr. MUNGEN. I ask the gentleman to 
yield for a question. 

Mr. ORTH. Certainly. 

Mr. MUNGEN. Lunderstand the gentleman 
to say that the American people are distin- 
guished for paying their honest debts. I should 
like to know why, then, this Congress does not 
pay our honest debts while they stick up for 
the payment of dishonest claims? Why do 


they not provide for the payment of property | 


taken during the war for publie uses ? 

Mr. ORTH. 
the majority of this Congress in passing such 
financial measures as they may deem just he 
will find us ready at all times to pay all our 
honest debts and prevent the repudiation of 
any portion. 

Mr. MUNGEN. There is no proof of. that 
in the payment of only $478,000 out of 
$4,000,000. 


Mr. ORTH. The repudiator finds no coun 


If the gentleman will go with | 


tenance or support in any locality of our vast | 
extended Union, and however specious the | 
pretexts or reasoning by which he would under- | 


mine the public faith, the honest impulses of 
our people detect his motive, and so far from 
being affected by the poison which he would 
infuse into the national mind, they shun and 
abhor him as an enemy of the country who 
would bring dishonor upon our good name. 

In approaching the adjustment of our na- 
tional debt the first step to be taken is to 
enforce a still more rigid economy in all the 
branches of the public service; to dispense 
with all useless offices; to secure a strict ac- 
countability of those who are intrusted with 
official position; to see that not a dollar of the 
public revenue is stolen or diverted from its 
legitimate purpose. While our people will- 
ingly meet the taxes required at their hands 
they are not willing that this pottion of their 
hard-earned labor shall go into the hands of 
dishonest men or be frittered away by corrupt 
or extravagant legislation. This step the 
people demand of us. They have a perfect 
right to make the demand, and unless there be 
a full compliance with their wishes in this 
respect they will enforce it by means which the 
Constitution has placed in their hands. The 
ballot-box is with them the ever ready and 
almost ever-present remedy, and by means of 
it they signify their approval of the conduct 
of their faithful Representatives, or dismiss 
from the public service those who disregard 
their interests or wishes. 


Congress has heretofore done much to cur- | 





tail the expenditures of the Government so | 


far as relates to the civil service, but there are 
other fields which they are invited to enter, 
and to which they can apply the same principles 
of reduced expenditures. Take, for instance, 
the Army, which now numbers not less than 
thirty-five thousand, rank and file. It is well 
known that we are at peace with all the world, 


| with no present probability of that peace being 
disturbed ; that in the few remaining States | 


| recently in rebellion, and still undergoing the | 


| process of reconstruction, no necessity seems 
|| to exist for the presence of any considerable 
number of troops; and that our recent Indian | 
troubles have measurably been so adjusted that | 


comparatively but few troops are needed in 
that direction. In my judgment, therefore, 


| instead of a standing Army of thirty-five 


thousand men, we can with perfect safety to 
our affairs, both foreign and domestic, reduce 
that number one half, or at least to twenty 


thousand, thus saving to the people in this item | 


alone many millions of dollars. 

In this connection, 1 am reminded by com- 
petent authority that while our standing Army 
numbers thirty-five thousand men, we have a 
list of officers of every grade on our pay-rolls 


sufficient for an army of seventy-five thousand | 


| men, while the “* staff officers’ alone are equal 
; ; } | in number te the ordinary requirements of an 
edness, and without being appalled at its mag- || 


army of seven hundred and fitty thousand. 
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The same principle of reduction can with 
equal propriety be applied to our Navy. Ihave 
not the time to enter into a detailed statement 
of the expenses of these two Departments of 
the Government, and the reduction which can 
take place without any detriment to the public 
service, butitis apparent to every one that the 
expenses of the Army and the Navy, now that we 
are in a state of profound peace, are far, very 
far, beyond what national safety or honor re 
quires, in view of our attitude of peace, and our 
desire to cultivate and maintain peace, both 
at home and abroad. We all know how dif 
ficult it is to effect legislation in the interest o! 
economy, how ungracious the task of abolishing 
useless offices, and thus transfer, it may be, 
some personal friend from an official position 
to the private station. But in this matter the 
public welfare should alone be consulted, and 
there should be no hesitation in dispensing with 
expenditures which are accompanied with no 
resulting good to the people. 

Every species of legislation having atendency 
to increase our national obligations should b 
avoided unless absolutely demanded by public 
exigencies. In this category we include all 
subsidies to railroads or other works of internal 
improvement, whether in the shape of bonds 
directly issued or in the more specious guise 
of guarantying the payment of the interest on 


| bonds issued by those having charge of such 
| enterprises. Either mode hasa direct tendency 
| to augment our liabilities, and to that exten! 
| to increase the difficulty attending their adjust 


|} ment. Our debt is large enough, and nothing 
| short of a war in which we could not with 


| honor refuse to engage will justify our adding 


to it a single dollar. Prior to the rebellion it 
was frequently a vexed question what to do 
with our ‘‘surplus revenue.’’ Now we are called 
upon to study and practice another phase of 
political economy; and that is, to ascertain the 
best mode of managing our resources and the 
most judicious use of our means in the liquida 
tion of our liabilities. 

Our public lands are to us an element of 
strength and wealth, and should be care‘ully 
husbanded both as a source of revenue and to 
secure homes for the actual settler. All grants 
of lands in aid of individual or corporate enter 


| prises, however promising in their character, 


should be avoided. Our legislation on this sub 
ject has been most lavish and reckless. Con 


| gress has from time to time granted to corpo 


rations millions of acres of the public domain 
in aid of improvements mainly of a character 
which, if to be constructed at all, should be left 
to private enterprise ; and it is safe to assume 
that all works of merit will be thus constructed 


| when needed by the communities immediately 
| and personally interested in their construction. 


The most disastrous effect, however, of this 
legislation has been to place under the control 
of a few men vast tracts of our soil, enabling 
them to monopolize that which ought to have 
been sacredly devoted to purposes of settle 
ment and cultivation, to enable the poor man 
to procure a home for himself and family, and 
thus adding to his usefulness and independence 
as a member of society. In this respect the 


' nation is precisely like the individual who finds 


himself pressed by heavy obligations. The duty 
of the latter to his creditor is to manage with 
frugality all his resources, to live economically, 
to avoid all acts which tend to squander his 
means, and generally to regulate his estate in 


| all respeets with prudence and honesty. This 


is equally the duty of the nation, and when it 
thus acts it will add to its wealth, and, what is 
equally desirable, it will secure the faith and 
confidence of the financial world. 
The monthly statement of the Secretary 0! 
the Treasury shows that the amount of ou: 
indebtedness on the Ist of December was 
$2,648,284,682 79; and that since the Ist of 
March, 1869, a reduction of the debt by pay 
ment has been made to the amount of $71,905, 
524 78, or at the rate of $261,000 each day. 
The Treasurer of the United States, in his 
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recent annual report of December 3, 1869, 
states that between the 11th of May and the 
25th of November, a period of one hundred 
and ninety-eight days, there had been pur- 
chased of the United States six per cent. bonds 
on account of the sinking fund and the fund 
held subject to the order of Congress, interest 
and premium thereon included, the sum of 
$89,282,270. The purchase of these bonds 
by the Government is tantamount to the pay- 
ment of that much of the publie debt, and 
amounts very nearly to the sum of $500,000 
every twenty-four hours. ‘The Treasurer adds: 

‘* We may safely challenge the civilized world, in 
all its past history, to produce a similar instance of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


any nation thus rapidly liquidating its indebtedness. | 


If the same rate of purchase is hereafter maintained 
and the aceruing interest invested semi-annually in 
like bonds the whole national debt will thus be paid 
off in less than thirteen years.”’ 

This, as I have already stated, is the result 
of laws heretofore passed by Congress and 


their faithful execution by the present Admin- | 


istration. Although it will be seen by the fore- 


going figures that the debt is in rapid process | 


af payment, yet it must be apparent to every 
one who has given the subject any reflection 
whatever that our present revenue laws and 


national debt are imposing unnecessary bur- 
dens upon our people. 


_ reflect that the thir 


| 


of the country, from the fact that where the 


Government is a borrower at a high rate of || 


interest the individual must conform his busi- | 
ness transactions to the same or even ahigher 
standard. The business man is thus brought | 
in direct competition with the Government, 
and as a necessary consequence the capitalist 
will demand from him the same and in most 
instances a greater rate of interest than that 
which he can obtain from the Government. 
The reduction, then, of our national interest 
will make itself felt, not only in the reduction 
of taxes, but likewise in affording capital at 
cheaper rates to the commercial and business 
portion of our people. 

We have now some six or eight forms of 
national obligations. There are many reasons 
why there should be but one form of such obliga- 


' tion; and hence consolidation should accom- 


pany the funding of the debt. Let us, there- 
fore, during this present session of Congress, 
proceed by proper legislation to provide for such 
funding and consolidation at a rate of interest 
not exceeding four per cent. And when we 

d and fourth rate nations 


|| of Kurope, with no future of increase at all 
|| comparable to ours, are able to negotiate their 
the amount of interest we are paying upon our | 


We can very materially reduce the amount | 
of taxes, and at the same time continue gradu- | 


ally to reduce the principal of our debt, if we 
provide for a less rate of interest than that 
which we are now paying. Hence the question 
naturally arises, ** Have we not reached that 
point in our financial history when we can 
safely look forward to a speedy reduction of 
interest?’’ We are now paying a higher rate 
of interest than any solvent nation in the world. 
‘The reasons for this are apparent toall. Our 
debt was contracted in the midst of a rebellion 
that aimed at our national ruin, and our cred- 
itors, in addition to the ordinary hazard in such 
cases, had to assume the risk of our ability to 
crush the rebellion and to preserve the exist- 
ence and unity of the nation. That terrible 
crisis has passed, the nation has triumphed 
over its enemies, and is to-day stronger in 


all the elements of wealth and power than it | 


was on the day when the first hostile gun was 
fired. 

We now justly claim to be one of the great 
Powers of the world, and this claim is will- 
ingly accorded. We are great in the indomit- 
able will and energy of our people; in their 
commerce, which has begun once more to 
whiten every sea; in their agriculture, whose 
products are almost sufficient to fill the gran- 
aries of the world; in their rich mines and 
minerals; in their railroads and canals, which 
spread like a net-work over the land; in their 
form of government, whose highest aim is to 
protect the humblest of its citizens; and over 
and above all these material matters we claim 
to be great in the virtue, intelligence, and 
patriotism of our people, Other nations less 
favored than our own, either in the extent of 
territory or the untold millions of our min- 
eral and agricultural wealth, are able to go into 
the money-markets of the world and procure 
money at less rates of interest than ourselves. 


But this condition of things is fast passing away. | 
We have demonstrated our abundant ability | 
uot only to preserve our national existence, | 


but even to increase our national boundaries 


and add to the extent of our territorial jurisdic- | 
We have also demonstrated that we are | 


tion. 
able and willing to meet our pecuniary obliga- 
tions, and hence we have a right to anticipate 


an improved national credit. In fact, the evi- | 


dences of such improved credit are to be seen 
in offers and propositions ready to be made to 


negotiate our bonds at a much lower rate of | 


interest than that which we are now paying. 
The payment of six percent. interest in gold 


by the Government tends to add not only || 


directly to the burdens of the people, but has a 
most injurious effect upon the business interesis 











_of time; indeed, it may well be assumed that 


reasonably be required at our hands. 


‘| on the contrary, that it is the duty of a nation 


loans at an interest seldom exceeding three per 
cent., we can safely appeal to the capitalists 
of the world for the negotiation with them of 
a loan not exceeding four per cent. and with 
the proceeds of this loan retire our present 
obligations as rapidly asthey mature. Itis not 
at all unreasonable to anticipate that an amount 
of these funded bonds suflicient for this pur- 
pose could be negotiated within a short space 


so soon as this policy shall be inaugurated and 
understood to be our permanent and settled 
policy the present holders of our bonds would 
at once avail themselves of the privilege—and 
this should by all means form a part of the 
system—of exchanging their present for these 
new bonds. 

In providing for the funding of our debt I 
regard the time at which it shall be made pay- 
able as a very important element and deserving 
our careful consideration. I believe that jus- 
tice to the present generation requires that a 
very large portion of our obligations should be 
placed upon the shoulders of those who are to 





| come after us and who are to enjoy in a still 


greater measure than we are now enjoying the 
blessings of peace and of an undivided Union. 
This generation will have done its duty if it 


| provides now in addition to what it has already 


done by taxation for the ordinary expenditures 
of the Government, for the prompt payment of 
our interest on the funded debt, and for the 
creation of a sinking fund to be applied to its 
ultimate extinction. 

In doing this we shall have done all that can 
But in 
stating this proposition | do not mean to be 
understood that this indebtedness shall by any 
means become permanent, for I do not sub- 
scribe to the doctrine that ‘‘ a national debt is 
a national blessing,’’ but believe most firmly, 


as well as an individual to provide for the pay- 
ment of its debts as rapidly as can be done con- 
sistent with the commercial and laboring inter- 
ests of the country. It should, therefore, be 
provided in any legislation for the funding and 
consolidation of this debt that the time for its 
payment should not extend beyond a period of 
thirty or thirty-five years, and probably the 
better course to adopt would be to provide for 
the payment of one half of the funded debt in 
twenty years, which could be done by means 
of the sinking fund provided for its extinction, 
and for the payment of the residue within a 
period of ten or fifteen years thereafter. And 
we may reasonably assume that if the affairs 
of this Government are wisely and prudently 
administered, trade, industry, and commerce 
remain free and unshackled by injudicious 
legislation so that individual and national 
wealth may alike be increased, every dollar of 
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this vast indebtedness will have been fully », id 
within that period. — 
NATIONAL BANKS. 

The propriety or impropriety of the esta: 
lishment of our system of national bankin. ; 
ao at this time a debatable Proposition, 
It had its origin in real or supposed neces. 
ties connected with or growing out of the wa, 
and is now so thoroughly identified with || ;\,, 
business interests of the country that but ¢.,, 
persons could be found bold enough to alyo|, 
the system and thus assume the grave res 
ibilities involved in its destruction. 

The banks organized under this system, jo, 
numbering about seventeen hundred, are wi, 
scarcely an exception managed with mark, 
skill and ability. They furnish a curreney of 
uniform value in all parts of the United Stato. 
The bill-holder is amply secured, and the byg;. 
ness generally has been very remunerative +, 
its shareholders, probably more so than tha; 
of any other legitimate business in the country. 
At the organization of this system Congress 
very wisely reserved to itself the power of eoy 
trol over these institutions by such legisiatio, 
as time and experience might render necessary 
and proper. By virtue of this reserved righ: 
in Congress we should in connection with t\j. 
funding of our debt, and only in that view, jy 
corporate a provision that after a reasonable 
time their securities placed in the hands of the 
Government as a deposit for their currency 
should be made exclusively of bonds issue 
under the funding process bearing an interes 
not exceeding four per cent., instead of the 
bonds heretofore deposited. This legislation 
would in a short time absorb about three hun. 
dred and forty million dollars of the new 
bonds, being the amount now on deposit by 
the banks, and to that extent make rapid and 
permanent provision for so much of our funded 
debt, while saving to the people in this item 
alone, by the reduction of interest, the annua! 
sum of nearly seven million dollars. 

But, sir, in my judgment, the amount thus 
be absorbed will not long remain limited by 
the sum of $340,000,000. The business inter- 
ests of the whole country, the rapid recuper- 
ation of that portion of our Union lately in 
rebellion, and the almost equally rapid devel: 
opment of our extended and daily extending 
frontier settlements require a much larger 
amount of banking capital and a larger voliue 
of national currency to meet the requirements 
of trade and commerce. To this we must aii 
our vast and prosperous possessions on the 
Pacific slope but recently, by the completion 
of the Pacific railroad, brought into daily com: 
mercial contact with the other portions of the 
Union, and whose interests require an early 
abandonment of their exclusive metallic cur: 
rency, and the adoption of that part of our finan- 
cial system which now appears to be the settled 
policy of both Governmentand people. These 
various wants can best be supplied by remov- 
ing the limit to the amount of circulation and 
capital, as now provided by law; in other 
words, by incorporating in our present bank: 
ing system the principles of free banking under 
the prudent safeguards and limitations of the 
present system, or the adoption of others more 
stringent if deemed necessary. 

All corporations are monopolies to a greater 
or lessextent. Corporate power is justso much 
— taken from the many and lodged in the 

ands of the few. This is probably one of the 
necessary evils of civilised society incident to 
all governments, but, like other evils which 
cannot safely be eradicated, can nevertheless 
be shorn of many of their objectionable tea 
tures. The exclusive right of the present banks 
to provide the currency for the people is (0° 
great a privilege to be monopolized by the 
few, and that, too, when vast public interests 
require and demand an extension of these 
privileges to such portions of our people as 
will embrace them under such just restrictions 
and limitations as may from time to time be 
imposed, and thus provide a volume of cur 
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- 
rency commensurate with the requirements of 
ir growing business transactions. 
[o this proposition will doubtless be urged 
the oft-repeated objection that the right to issue 
currency to an unrestricted amount can result 
, nothing else than an excessive inflation, the 
only effect of which will be to enhance prices 
»evond their natural point, and thus ultimately 
pring upon our people universal bankruptcy. 
Such would undoubtedly be the result of an un- 
due issue of irredeemable paper currency. But, 
1y judgment, the only road to specie pay- 
ments jiesin the direction I have here indicated. 
So long as we have outstanding the legal-tender 
es commonly known as ‘‘ greenbacks,’’ so 
long we shall have an irredeemable paper cur- 
rency. To retire the outstanding legal-tender 
notes, now amounting to about three hundred 
and fifty million dollars, without providing at 
the same time for a currency to take their 
place, would produce commercial disaster and 
ruin all over the land such as has never been 
witnessed in all our past history. Nosane man 
can for a moment advocate contraction on so 
gigantic & scale. ois 
~ So soon as we commence providing for an | 
‘ncrease of national currency upon the principle 
of free banking we can enter upon the redemp- 
tion or withdrawal of the legal-tender notes ; 
the one will take the place of the other, and 
the final retirement of the legal-tender notes 
will be accomplished without any disturbance 
in the values of the country or any perceptible 
shock upon any of its business interests. The | 
withdrawal of the last legal-tender note is taking 
from circulation the last dollar of irredeemable 
paper money, and specie payment follows most 
naturally and becomes an accomplished fact 
without injury to a single interest or detriment 
toa single citizen. When legal-tender notes 
eease to exist then gold and silver are the only 
‘‘legal tenders’’ known to the Constitution and 
the laws. To attempt theresumption of specie 
payment by simply enacting that it shall com- 
mence on some specified day in the future is, 
to my mind, as futile as to attempt to regulate 
the solar and lunar eclipses by act of Congress, | 
or to attempt by legislation to control the quan- 
tity of wheat or corn that should be produced 
on any given acre of land. The laws of trade 
and commerce are as fixed and unchangeable 
in this respect as the laws of nature, and all 
efforts to contravene their legitimate action 
will, as in the laws of nature, bring their own 
proper punishment on the head of the offender. 
‘* But,’’ Tam asked, ‘* what will prevent an 
improper inflation of the national currency 
after the legal-tender notes shall have been 
retired ?’’ You can never have an unhealthy 
inflation of a currency that is at all times con- || 
vertible into coin; and, in the next place, the | 
great law of supply and demand is sufficiently 
powerful to regulate the quantity of such cur- 
rency. No person or association of persons 
will engage in the business of banking, prop- 
erly guarded and restricted, unless it be sufli- | 
ciently remunerative. The capitalist is pro- |) 
verbially shrewd, and will only engage in such 
business as he knows, by experience or other- 
wise, will justify him in the undertaking. And | 
hence, like in the sale of dry-goods or the | 
manufacture of a particular class of articles, 
they will only be sold or manufactured so long | 
as there is a demand for them. When the 
demand slackens their sale or production will 
lessen in a corresponding degree. So with 
banking. We shall have just as many banks | 
and just as much currency as a healthy state 
of commerce requires, and no more. Noman. 
is Wise enough to predict to-day the amount of 
currency we shall need a year hence; and the 
most prudent course of the legislator is to let 
these matters be regulated, as I have already 
said, by the great and universal law of supply 
and demand. All that we can be required to 
do legitimately is to see to the absolute security 
of the bill-holder. This is all that the Govern- 
ment can be rightfully called upon to guar- || 
anty; and this security is assured so long as our || 


ol 
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| details of a tariff. 


national faith is unimpaired and our bonds | 


pledged for the redemption of the currency 
issued by the banks attain and maintain that 


specie standard which I doubt not will result || 
from the legislation I have already suggested. || 


THE TARIPP. 

In unison with this subject are the questions 
arising from and connected with the tariff and 
internal taxes. 
revenue always has been and probably always 
will be derived from duties on imports. 


A very large portion of our | 


‘The amount realized from this source for the | 
fiscal year ending September 30, as appears | 


by the report of the Commissioner of Customs, 
was a little over one hundred and eighty mil- 
lion dollars in gold. We must not close our 


| eyes to the fact that this large sum of money, 


although collected at the custom-houses, is | 


In providing the details of a tariff it is very 
important that great care and circumspection 
be exercised in order that this branch of our 


revenue system shall not operate as a boon on | 


| nevertheless a tax upon the people, and comes, | 
| indirectly I grant you, out of their pockets. 


a portion and a burden on the residue of our | 


people. If there were no necessity for revenue 


| the country would have no tariff, and from this | 


proposition it follows that our tariff laws should 
be enacted in the interest of revenue for the 
sake of revenue, and not in the interest of pro- 
tection for the sake of protection. 

The wealth and prosperity of a nation is in 
proportion to the extent and variety of its for- 
eign commerce. 


around its borders a Chinese wall of exclusion 
to the commerce of its neighbors. That day 
has gone by never to return. ‘The policy of 


| enlightened statesmanship everywhere is to | 
| extend and increase intercommunication and | 


interchange of products and commodities, and 
to remove from time to time such restraints as 
had been adopted in accordance with the nar- 
row and limited policy of the past. 

An impost tax is probably the most inex- 


| pensive and expeditious mode of raising reve- 


nue, and hence is generally resorted to for that 
purpose by nations; but in doing so, care 
should be taken that this tax is not so levied as 
to defeat its own objects. If the tax be excess- 
ive, it will operate to destroy foreign trade, 


and hence the point to be arrived at is to levy | 
the tax so as to produce the greatest amount | 


of revenue with the least injury to the traffic 
itself. In view of these cardinal principles the 


inference is legitimate that our present tariff 
needs thorough revision, and on many articles | 


@ very general reduction, while it is equally 
apparent that the free list can be very consid- 
erably enlarged. In all this there is nothing 
to awaken the fears of the manufacturer who 
is content with resulting profits of his business 


commensurate with the profits of other indus- | 


trial pursuits; for so long as our present in- 


debtedness or any considerable portion of it | 


remains the incidental protection afforded by 
a properly constructed revenue tariff ought to 
satisfy all reasonable persons. 


In this age of almost uni- | 
versal trade and traflic between different por- 

| tions of the world it would be regarded as a 
| most suicidal policy for any nation to erect 





‘The tariff can be reduced, because under the | 


|| operations of a funding bill, with strict regard 


to economy in our public affairs, we shall | 


| not need so large an amount of revenue as is 


now realized from this and other sources, and | 


can hence relieve our people to a large extent 
of burdens, which are nevertheless burdens 
although indirectly placed upon them. 

Class legislation is at all times most vicious 
in its character, and nowhere is there a greater 


field for its display than in adjusting the | 


Those of us who have wit- 
nessed the legislation in these Halls for the 
last six years upon this subject have seen con- 
stant modifications and changes in our cus- 
toms duties, and every modification and change 





has been, with scarcely an exception, in the | 
interest of the manufacturer and detrimental || from the fact that it goes into the national 


to the agricultural class of our people. We 
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remember, too, the arguments which have 
been used from time to time, and the pressure 
and importunities of those who have surrounded 
this Capitol and filled its lobbies. We have 
seen around us the delegates of every manu- 
facturing interest clamoring for a higher tariff; 
for greater protection to the particular branch 
in which they or their friends were most directly 
interested. Thisclass of our people—shrewd, 
active, energetic—are ever alive to what in 
legislation most concerns them ; and hence we 
sec them here at every session of Congress 
with the same argument in favor of *‘ mure 
tariff, more protection.’’ 

[ do not allude to this in any carping spirit. 
This large and meritorious class of our citizens 
deserve credit for their ingenuity and perti- 
nacity, and are acting in accordance with the 
well-known apothegm that ‘‘the gods help 
those who help themselves.’’ [allude to them 
for another and a very different purpose ; for 
the purpose mainly of reminding my associates 
on this floor, who like myself represent con- 
stituents mainly engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits, that the farmers hkewise have a deep 
interest in our tariff laws. They are not here 
to urge their case, to present and press their 
views upon Congress ; they are not associated 
and banded together in a common cause in this 
matter; they have made no arrangements to 
send committees to Washington to ask for legis- 
lationwhich shall inure to their especial ben- 
efit. Hitherto, under the pressing necessities 
of the war, they have witnessed and borne in 
silence the constantly increasing character of 
our tariffs; but these necessities are daily 
diminishing, ana with them the day is rapidly 
dawning when such patience shall cease to be 
a virtue, and when they will demand that the 
tariff shall be adjusted upon proper revenue 
principles, not exclusively favoring one class 
to the evident prejudice of another. Those 
articles of foreign production which are_re- 
garded as among the necessities of life, and 
which are consumed by all portions of our 
people, should either be placed on the ‘free 
list’’ or else subjected to the very lightest duty 
compatible with the main purpose of a revenue 
tariff, while those articles which are known as 
luxuries, and which are consumed “by those 
whom fortune has favored,’’ should be rated 
at a price but little below the point of probibi- 
tion. This is well illustrated by the homely 
phrase: ‘‘ Let the poor man’s tea and coffee 
come free, while the rich man’s wine and 
brandy can well afford to pay a heavy duty.’’ 

In placing articles on the ‘free list,’’ how- 
ever, care must be taken that in doing so we 
do not thereby create a necessity for increasing 
the tariff on other articles which are already 
sufficiently taxed. A reduction in the tariff 
can be made, because we can afford to reduce 
the amount of revenue which it now yields, 
and in doing so those articles which enter most 
largely into the general consumption of the 
country are the ones which are entitled to the 
benefit of such reduction. 

It is natural that the advocates of a high pro- 
tective tariff should be willing to increase the 
‘*free list’? by adding thereto those articles 
which do not come into competition with our 
own productions for the very purpose of creat- 
ing a necessity for increasing the tariff on those 


|| artictes which do come into such competition. 


But the consumer would hardly feel that he is 
benefited by a so-called reduction of the tariff 
by which he would save one dollar on a speci- 
fied article and then be compelled to pay two 
dollars on some other article which he con- 
sumes. And it matters very little to him, in 
a financial point of view, whether he pays 
these two dollars to the Government as duty 
or to his neighbor, who being protected by 
a tariff can no upon him this additional 
amount. 7 
Still, if he pays the two dollars to the Gov- 
ernment he will receive some benefit from it 


Treasury, while in the other case it goes into 








312 


‘ne pockets of his neighbor, who thus reaps-the 
exclusive benefit of it. 

Let us, therefore, ascertain to what extent 
our tariff is susceptible of reduction, and then 
apply this reduction to those articles which are 
regarded as necessaries and which enter into 
the general consumption of our people. The 
imported luxuries in the use of which many 
of our people can afford to indulge, and in 
which they desire to indulge, are not entitled 
to any of this reduction, and if inerease of 
duties are desired in any quarter let it be in 
this direction, and let such increase be met by 
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has it in its power to perfect a financial policy 
which will relieve our people from taxation to 
the amount of seventy or eighty million dollars 


| per annum; and as business increases and the 


country is more fully developed still greater 


reduction in our taxes can be made and at the | 
same time preserve the faith and honor of the | 


nation. 
The good effects springing from the adoption 


| of a financial policy such as I have endeavored 


a corresponding reduction in articles of prime | 


und general necessity. 
sy the adoption of these simple and well under- 
stood propositions in our contemplated revision 


of the tariff, we can settle it upon a basis which | 


is just to all, and should therefore be acceptable 
to all sections of the country; while the general 
reduction would ensue to the beneiit of the great 


mass of our people, it could in no respect be | 
Whatever | 
our action may be in this respect let us care- | 


injurious to any particular portion, 


fully avoid any legislation which shall inure to 


the benefit of any of our citizens at the expense | 
and to the injury of their neighbors, remem- | 


bering that all, whether high or low, rich or 
poor, are alike entitled to the protection of just 
and equal laws. 

INTERNAL REVENUE. 


Internal taxation by the General Govern- | 


ment was forced upon our people by the rebel- 
lion, When the nation in its gigantic efforts 
to preserve its life was expending from one 
million to two million dollars daily, with no 
credit abroad except at a ruinous sacrifice, the 


ouly recourse left was to tax the people, and to | 


tax them heavily; to tax every branch of trade 
and industry; to tax every species of property ; 
in fact, to *‘tax every man and every man’s 
wife.’’ That time has gone by, we fondly hope 
never toreturn. The suppression of the rebel- 
lion’ was followed at once with a reduction of 
this species of taxation, and such reduction 
has been gradually going on from year to year, 
and is susceptible of a still further reduction. 
The amount realized from internal taxes for 


the fiscal year ending June 30, 1869, was, in | 


round numbers, $160,000,000; and itis already 


known that under the law as it now stands this | 


amount will be very largely increased during the 
present fiscal year. 

After funding our debt at a lower rate of 
interest, and still further retrenching and re- 
ducing the expenses of the Government, we 
shall not need anything like such an amount 
of revenue, and shall therefore be able to re- 


move this tax from many of the subjects to | 


which it now attaches, and probably from all 
except spirits, fermented liquors, tobacco, 
sales, gross receipts, banking, and stamps on 
conveyances. ‘The amount derived from these 
sources alone during the last fiscal year was 
about one hundred million dollars, and the 
anticipated increase for the present fiscal year 
may carry this amount, at present rates of taxa- 
tion, te the sum of $125,000,000. Nor do I 
conceive it necessary or judicious to increase 
the present rate of taxation on any of these 
articles. 
tem of revenue is a frequent change of rates 
of taxation, thus unsettling the calculations of 
business men and subjecting the values of prop- 


erty thus assessed to constant fluctuations. | 
he true criterion of taxation should be ascer- | 
tained, and this rule should then become sta- | 


bleand permanent. By restricting the internal 
tax to these half dozen sources we can dispense 


with a very large number of revenue officers | 


One of the greatest evils of any sys- | 


thus briefly to bring to the attention of this 
Hlouse and the country will be felt in every 
portion of the Union and by all classes of our 
people. It will encourage industry and revive 
business in all its branches; it will stimulate 
agriculture, trade, and commerce; build up 


| our towns and cities ; construct railroads and 
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required under the present law, and whose fees | 


und salaries consume a considerable portion 
of our revenue. 

Without professing to enter into any details 
in the discussion of these subjects, for which 
the time allowed me is not sufficient, and whieh 
the elaborate and able reports from the Treas- 


other works of internal improvement, and en- 


| able our people, under the providence of God, 


to enter upon a career of unexampled pros- 
perity. 
NATIONAL ECONOMY. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. Mr. Chairman, we 
are just entering upon the long session of the 
Forty- First Congress—a session in which I have 
no doubt more of general legislation will be 
accomplished than in any session since the 
commencement of the rebellion. I speak of 
legislation bearing upon the general business 
and industry of the country. 

During the war all the energies of the people 
were directed toward its prosecution, regard- 
less of its cost, either in treasure or in life. 
Since the close of the war until now the ques- 
tion of the reconstruction of the rebel States 
and their restoration to the Union, with such 
securities as will protect the liberties and rights 
of the colored people and secure the blessings 
of liberty to all, has almost monopolized the 
time of Congress and the attention of the peo- 
ple, hindered as we were and delayed by the 
opposition of an unfaithful and untrue Chief 
Executive. 
restored; the work of reconstruction is sub- 
stantially accomplished ; the adoption of the 
fifteenth amendment to the Constitution is 
secured, by which the equality of all men before 
the law in all the States and Territories of the 


Union is guarantied forever, and the energies | 


of a free people will now be directed to the 
development of the material interests of the 
country. 

During the four years of war and the five 
years of reconstruction the Republican party 
has had the entire control of the national Gov- 
ernment; and, sir, we are all proudoftherecord 
of the party during those years of turmoil and 


of strife, and of its success in spite of all the | 


difficulties and obstacles with which it had to 
contend in carrying on the war, crushing the 
mighty armies of the great rebellion, maintain- 
ing the authority, the dignity, and the power 
of the Government, and restoring the Union 
stronger and more perfect than before. 

To the past conduct of the party lam not 
here to find captious objections or make unjust 
criticisms, for, while admitting that corruption 
and extravagance have to some extent existed 
in the conduct of the Government during those 
years, yet it must be remembered that corrup- 
tion and extravagance are the necessary and 
universal results and accompaniments ofa state 
of wer from the very nature of things, and more 
especially is this the case in a war of the mag- 
nitude of that in which we were engaged. But 
with the return of peace and the restoration of 
the rebellious States the necessity for lavish 
expenditures and the opportunity for fraud and 

eculation obtaining during a state of war no 
onger exists, and we trust will never again 
exist, in this country; and there is no reason 
why this Administration and this Congress 


should not now address themselves to the work | 
| of weeding out corruption and extravagance 
| 
| 
| 


and bringing the Government back to the prac- 


| tice of economy and frugality. 


And yet, Mr. Chairman, I am aware that this 


ury Department render unnecessary, | feel sat- || is no easy task, but, on the contrary, is one 


ished that Congress during its present session | 


of very great difficulty, and one which will put 


But the war is ended; peace is | 


LOBE. 
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| faithful in all, but if it fails in this th 
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. 
to a severe test the fitness and the abjil;;, 
the Republican party to conduct and eo. +, 
this great Government. If it succeeds in th 
as I am satisfied the President intends it chs i 
succeed so far as his influence com 
goes, and as I am satisfied the Republica 
majority in this Congress intend it shal) its 
ascendency will be assured for a long time {, 
come. If it shall succeed in this, it wil] ies 
been tried in all things and found true and 


© power 
glorious 


and Power 


will depart from its hands, despite its 
record of the past. 

We have, sir, entailed upon us as the fryj, 
of the slaveholders’ rebellion and the price of 
our liberties a national debt tremendous jp };, 
proportions. That debt at the close of the wa, 
on the Ist of April, 1865, as stated by Me 
McCulloch, then Secretary of the Treasury. ;, 
his report for 1868, was $2,997,886,203 ;" ay, 
on the Ist day of the present month the amoyn; 
as stated by the present Secretary of the Troggs. 
ury, was $2,453,559,735, being a reduction jy 
four years and eight months of $543,826, 49s. 
this statement not including the bonds jggye, 
to the railroad companies as subsidies, gy) 
which are in the nature of a loan to the com. 
panies. 

The debt has thus been paid off since the 
close of the war at the rate of $116,000.09 
perannum. At that rate of payment the deh; 
would soon be liquidated; but, as I think prop 
erly,the Government commenced the reduction 
of taxation, and from time to time so reduced 
it that the receipts which for the year 1s¢ 
were $558,000,000, were for 1869 but $370, 000.. 
000; beinga reduction of taxation to the amount 
of $188,000,000 per annum. That we have the 
ability to pay this debt is thus demonstrated to 
the satisfaction of the most skeptical, and that 
it should be paid no honest, patriotic man 
will deny. Every dollar of it must and will be 
liquidated in accordance with the contrac 
under which it accrued, that the good faith o: 
the nation may be assured in all time to come 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Muncey] in 
his remarks on this floor the other day, spea! 
ing for himself and claiming to speak for lis 
Democratic constituents, said : 

‘** Tt has been truly said that no large national war 
debt has ever been paid except by repudiatio: 
# * * * ‘for one, so far as the debt 
represented by the bonds of the United States alluded 


to by Secretary Boutwell in his last report is con- 


cerned—I mean the bonds represented by the terms 
‘ five-twenties,’ ‘seven-thirties,’ ‘ten-forties,’ &c.—| 


am in favor of repudiation.” 

That that gentleman, the Representative o! 
the Democracy of the fifth district of Ohio. 
and many others of his party, are in favor of 
repudiation, is not new, startling, or strange. 
I congratulate the gentleman for his honesty 
and frankness in thus proclaiming his princi: 
ples upon this floor to the whole country, but 
I assure that gentleman that nothing is better 
settled than the fact that the people of this 
country intend that this debt shall be paid, an! 
they will repudiate all repudiators; and as to 
the allegation that ‘‘no nation has ever ye! 
paid a large national war debt,’’ if that 1s 
true we will have the honor of setting a noble 
example to the nations of the earth of nation 
honesty and good faith. 

And yet, sir, whileit is admitted that we have 
abundant capacity to pay this debt, and to p«) 
it without undue oppression to the people, |! 
should be distinctly understood that this pay 
ment cannot be accomplished by any trick 0! 
legerdemain or sleight-of-hand performance. 
by which the debt will be liquidated without 
the payment of money and without taxing ()« 
people. No, sir; this Democratic heresy '5" 
dangerous delusion, and is the first step, 2"" 
a long one, toward repudiation. ‘There is bu' 


| one way to pay the debt, and that is with rea! 
| bona fide dollars, and those dollars must come 


from the pockets of the people by taxatio". 
either direct or indirect, and this will necess! 
tate a heavy rate of taxation for years to come. 
This the people well understand ; and to al! 
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oessary taxation for this purpose, and for the 
port of the Government and the payment of 
ensioners, they will submit without murmur 
“ complaint, as they have in the past years 
endured antold sacrifices to save their country 
and preserve their institutions aud liberties. 
But, sir, speaking, as 1 know I do, the feelings 
of the people of lowa, whom I have the honor 
in part to represent upon this floor, and as | 
believe of the masses of the people in all parts 
of the country, the Government must be con- 
jucted upon principles of economy and frugal- 
1y, and the expenses reduced to the lowest 
possible standard consistent with the efficiency 
the public service and the honor of the 
nation. ‘To this end I am satisfied that our 
worthy and honored chief executive will lend 
all his influence and codperation, but he can 
do but little without the cojperation of Con- 
vress. ‘lhe great responsibility will rest upon 
this body. 

The country expects this Congress to do its 
duty in this respect, and I sincerely trust it will 
not be disappointed, Lam well aware,sir, thatit 
is easier to preach economy than itis to practice 
it, Jam aware that it is exceedingly difficult 
ty resist the pressure brought to bear here in 
every conceivable manner in favor of each of 
the thousands of claims urged upon us, many 
of them appealing strongly to our sympathy, 
our generosity, our gratitude, and our friend- 
ship; many of them small in amount, itis true, 


of 


aud yet all making a vast aggregate, and from | 


the claim for twenty per cent. addition to the 
wages of the faithful, hard-working, and worthy 
clerks in the Departments to the claims for 


subsidy of untold millions by joint railroad | 
corporations, all urged with persevering indus- | 
try, all have their friends on the floor and in | 
the lobbies, and all are demonstrated to be | 


just and right and consistent with true econ- 
omy; and yet if all were allowed the Govern- 
ment would be bankrupted. It is our duty 
sternly to resistthis general onslaught upon the 


i'reasury ; and if we are not willing or compe: | 


tent to discharge our duty in this respect the 
people should and will send those here who 
are. 
is to earn it, and we should remember that 
every dollar of the money we appropriate, often 
with lavish and generous hand, comes from the 
hard earnings of a laboring and heavily-taxed 
people. 


It is much easier to spend money than it | 


‘| desire to be understood, Mr. Chairman, that 
I do not advocate a stingy, parsimonious, and 


miserly policy; thatisoneextreme. Between 
that and prodigality there is a golden mean of 
irue, wise, and just economy, which I do advo- 
cate. 


tofore made pretty liberally which I trust will 


There is one class of expenditures here: | 


beentirely discontinued. [refertothe expendi- | 
tures in the shape of subsidies to railroad com- | 


panies. In my opinion it is the settled con- 
viction of the people that not another dollar 
should be voted for that purpose. 
now issued and outstanding bonds granted 


We have | 


us subsidies to railroads to the amount of | 
562,625,000, and this in addition to grants of | 


public land to railroad companies to the enor- 
ious amount of one hundred and eighty-two 
million acres, beingan area equal to five times 
tuat of the State of Lowa. 


This whole subsidy practice is wrong, in my 


opinion, not warranted by the Constitution or 
the principles and theory of our Government, 
and all the specious arguments made to show 
that the people are indirectly benefited by the 
expenditure as much or more than the amount 
given are mere sophisms. The reverse is the 
fact. It is faking the money from the pockets 
of the many to enrich the few, and aiding to 
build up powerful monopolies, always oppress- 
ive in their character, crushing out by their 
power all opposition and all competition and 
paralyzing the true interests of the country. 
t is true these subsidies are in the shape 
of a loan to be repaid to the Government, 
yet I apprehend that no one believes that 


taken by the 


I regard them in substance as a gift to the 


companies, and I have no doubt they so regard | 


them ; and the action of Congress in 1864 re- 
leasing the lien of the Government upon the 
Union Pacific railroad, whieh lien it held as 
security for the bonds issued, would lead a 
reasonable man to suppose that Congress had 
no intention of looking to the company for the 
payment of the bonds. I never could under- 
stand the reason of this surrender by Congress 
of the only security the Government had for 
the vast amount of money given that company, 
and it is a striking illustration of the power of 
these rich corporations. 1 think we may as 
well make up our minds to lose what we have 
given, but for myself | say no more railroad 
subsidies, no more robbing of the people to 
enrich a favored few. 

Another measure of wise and just economy 
which | desire to urge upon the attention of the 
House is to put an end absolutely to the pur- 
chase of foreign territory. We paid to Russia 
for the purchase of Alaska near ten million 
dollarsin currency. I believed atthe time that 
that purchase was unnecessary and inexpedient, 
and yet through the wrongful acts of a reckless 
Chief Executive, who, after the ratification of 
the treaty and before he obtained the consent 
of this House, took possession of the territory 
and hoisted our flag over it, we were placed 
in a position when to refuse to consummate the 
transaction might have placed the Government 
in an equivocal position in the eyes of other 
nations; and anxious that nothing should be 
done to lay this Government liable to the charge 
of bad faith the House thought it better to 
pay the money; but I trust that no Executive 
will ever repeat that violation of law and duty. 
In the debate at that time I took occasion to 
say that in no case thereafter would I vote for 
an appropriation of money for the purchase of 
territory, whatever the circumstances might be, 
unless my judgment sanctioned the propriety 
of the purchase, and such, I think I can safely 
say, was the general feeling and determination 
of the House; and my own conviction is that 
there is no foreign territory the acquisition of 
which would be so valuable to us as to justify 
the appropriation of money for its purchase. 

Sir, what do we want of more territory? The 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, in his 
exceedingly able and valuable report just issued, 
informs us that we have now 1,834,998,400 
acres including Alaska, and excluding Alaska 
1,465,468,770 acres, and of this amount on the 
Ist of June, 1868, there was but 496,884,754 
acres surveyed, leaving yet unsurveyed, exclu- 
sive of Alaska, 968,584,016 acres, or nearly 
two thirds of the entire area yet unsurveyed. 


| Now, sir, with this extent of unsurveyed and | 


unsettled territory I see no pressing necessity 
for any further purchases, and I think it more 
wise and prudent to spend our surplus money 
in the improvement of the land we have. The 
country is informed unofficially, and there is 
no doubt of its truth, that an agreement was 
entered into, I will not call it a treaty, on the 
24th of October, 1867, between the President 
of the United States and the King of Denmark 
for the purchase by the United States of the 
island of St. Thomas, for which it was agreed 


that the United States shall pay to Denmark | 


for said island the sum of $7,500,000 in gold, 
which would be equivalent at this time to over 
nine million dollars in currency. 

This island consists of about forty-four square 
miles of rocks, earthquakes, and volcanoes ; 
indeed, we are informed by the authorities of 


| Denmark, as an excuse for delay in a vote || 
people of the islaud as to their || 
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| eign peoples into this Government. 
| can admit St. Thomas they can admit Si. 


| States. 


| Navy Department................. 








ratification of the agreement, that the delay || 


was caused by earthquakes, which compelled 
the postponement of the election, and yet for 
this island we are to pay $320 per acre if we 


carry out that agreement. The agreement has | 


not yet been acted upon by the Senate. What 
action that body may take is immaterial, for 
if Ido not misunderstand the feeling of the 


they will ever be repaid to the Government. || House no appropriation can be obtained for 
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For one I shall never consent to 
vote a dollar for that purpose; and I deny “in 
toto’’ the power of the Presidectand the Senate, 
without the consent of the House of Represenia- 
tives, to incorporate foreign countries and for- 
If they 


Domingo and Mexico and the South American 
This power is not included in the 
‘* treaty-making’’ power, and in no seuse de 
ducible from it; and most explicitly do I deny 
the power of the President and the Senate to 
appropriate money from the Treasury without 
the consent of the people’s Representatives; 
and this the last Boose of Representatives 
solemnly declared, after full discussion on the 
Alaska purchase, by a majority of two to one 
in a full vote; and, sir, the sooner this mania 
for the acquisition of foreigg territory is put 
an end to the better for the country. 

I trust the motto of this House will be mil- 
lions for the defense of what we have, but not 
one cent for the purchase of more. 

Sir, the Republican party has now the abso- 
lute control of the Government ; a great respon 
sibility rests upon it. As a member of that 
party I desire to speak plainly, for I shall not 
be a party to any breach of good faith with the 
people. We all know that in the canvass when 
this Congress was elected our speakers and 
our newspaper organs were profuse in their 
promises of economy and retrenchment, and 
now, sir, it is our duty, and it is expected of 
us, that these pledges shall be made good. 

I see by the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury that the estimated expenditures for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1871, exclusive 
of pensions and Indians and interest on the 
the publie debt, is as follows: 


Civil and misecllameous........0.....ceceeeeseeees $60,000,000 
WE OP OOTP EUROS oc cccadincvuneptqnaccmsidnnnnts OD 
. 18,000,000 


ROO s.. sakiiiticenctbhielddsidnimbisteieits $128,000,000 


I do not desire at this time to go into an 
examination of the items included in the tota! 
estimate. I regard all of these amounts as too 
large, more especially the first two. By cur 
ting down the expenses of the Army I have no 
doubt the cost of the Department of War for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1871, could be 
readily reduced to $33,000,000 without impair 
ing the efficiency of the service ; indeed, I see 
the Secretary of War has himself reduced tho 
estimates of his heads of bureaus very mate 
rially, so much so as to reduce the sum total to 
$34,500,000. But little more reduction would 
be required to bring it down to the sum I sug 
gest; and I speak of this, Mr. Chairman, with 
the more pleasure as the gallant aud distin- 
guished soldier who occupies that responsible 


| position, and who thus with stern and unflinch- 
| * * . . . 
| ing hand applies the principles of economy and 


retrenchment to the Department of War, is a 


| citizen of Iowa, and a fair specimen of the live 
| young Republicans of the Northwest. 


I trast 

he will persevere in this course, and I know he 

will receive the thanks of the entire country. 
I am aware, sir, that the difliculties with the 


| Indian tribes for the past few years resulting 


in an Indian war has materially increased the 
expenses of the War Department. but I have 
no doubt that the course pursued by the pres- 
ent Administration toward those unfortunate 
beings will soon put an end to all difficulties. 
Had the Indians been dealt with honestly and 
fairly there would have been no difficulty, but 
for years they have been robbed and plundered 
by thieving agents in a manner and to an 
extent disgraceful to a civilized and a Chris 

tian people. 

If the Government but enforces honest) 
and good faith in its dealings with them there 
will be no difficulty. For myself I have in this 
Indian question more faith in the Bible than } 


|| have in the sword, more confidence in ** gooa 


| 


faith and fair play ’’ than I have in violence, 
cruelty, and coercion ; 


difficulties and war with the Florida ‘Indians 


and the history of the 
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teaches me that Indian wars are tedious and 
very expensive, and that it is our policy to 
avoid them if possible. 

Treat the Indians like fellow-men, let im- 
plicit good faith, honesty, and kindness mark 
the conduct of all those having control of 
Indian affairs, and after sufficient length of 
time to acquire their confidence [ doubt not 


but that the entire Army can be withdrawn with | 


safety, and a vast expense saved to the nation ; 
agreat reduction madein the Army and in the 
expenses of that Department. 


the civil and miscellaneous expenditures | 


should also be reduced materially, in my judg- 
ment, to $40,000,000; and in saying this I 
desire to cast no imputation upon the judgment 


of the Secretary of the Treasury, than whom || 


the Government has no more honest, faithful, 
and competent ,officer. His estimates were 
made, as he states, upon existing laws. It is 
the province of Congress to so change and 
modify the laws as to justify the reduction. 


Upon a class of expenditures coming under | 
this head | desire to say a word, as from the | 
bills and resolutions which have been already 


introduced I am satisfied large expenditures 


will be asked at this session for this purpose. || 
| refer to the appropriations for the erection | 


of public buildings. I think we could well 
practice a little more economy in this respect. 


In this way Lam satisfied large sums of money |, 


are squandered every year. ‘The question in 
the erection of these buildings is not how 
cheaply buildings sufficiently commodious and 
artistic can be provided, but rather how much 
money can be obtained from the Government 
to enrich the contractors and benefit the imme- 
diate locality interested financially and the 
member of Congress from that district polit- 
ically by giving him character for industry and 
attention to the interests of his constituents; 
and the manner in which these appropriations 
are generally obtained here, being put in an 


omnibus bill and every member whose district 


is fortunate enough to have a public building 
or a harbor appropriation in the bill agreeing 
to vote for the entire bill for the purpose of 


securing his own and regardless of the merits || 


of the different objects, is certainly, to call it 
by no harsher name, a very unwise manner to 


appropriate public money, and this kind of | 
legislation ought to cease; and yet, sir, there || 
is no way to remedy it but by the sense of duty | 


to the entire country of each individual mem- 
ber. Every appropriation should stand upon 


its own merits, and none should be carried | 


through upon the strength of others. 

And, sir, after appropriations are made there 
has been no limit apparently to the expendi- 
tures. A custom-house, court-house, or post 
office is secured at a certain point, and, say, 
$50,000 appropriated for its erection ; the Gov- 
ernment architect goes to work and gets up a 
plan for a house costing, say, $200,000; the 
$50,000 is put into the foundation, and at the 
next Congress an additional appropriation is 
asked to complete it, and we are told that the 
money to complete it must be appropriated or 
all that is put in is lost; and itisdone. My 
own belief is that the great majority of our 
public buildings cost from two to three times 
what they should cost if proper economy and 
honesty were exercised in their construction. 

One of the few exceptions is the Agricul- 
tural Department here, recently finished, which 
was built under the supervision of Hon. 
Horace Capron, Commissioner of Agriculture, 


and which is one of the finest buildings in this | 


District ; a model of architeeture and of work- 


manship, superbly finished and ornamented, | 


and the entire cost of which was $98,000. 


could see, side by side with this Agricultural 


Department, some of the post offices or cus- | 
tom-houses of the country recently built by | 


the Government and costing from two hundred 
to two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and 
note the difference between honest economy 
and reckless, if not dishonest, extravagance. 


Some years since the Government com- 
menced an addition to the Treasury building, 
known as the extension of the north wing. 
Krom 1860 to the present time every Congress 


|| of all, on tea, coffee, and sugar, those 


has made an appropriation for that extension | 


from twoto five hundred thousand dollars each 


year, until the entire appropriation which has | 


been made and used in that extension amounts | 


to between three and four million dollars. This 
immense sum of money may have been judi- 
ciously and economically expended, but I say 


frankly that it is difficult to see where the | 


money has been expended. I am informed 


that one room in that extension, the room | 


_ known as thegold room, cost $130,000, $32,000 
|| more than the entire Agricultural Department. 

The marble in that room is said to bane been 
brought from Italy, and the work upon it done 
in Florence. This may be all right; but I 
|| submit, sir, that it is not the kind of economy 
the people of this country desire at this time, 


and I trust that the proper committees of this | 


House will find out some remedy for this state 
of things and for abuses which we all know to 
exist in connection with this part of the public 
|| service. 

There has been disbursed by the construction 
branch of the ‘Treasury Department, really as 
|| | am informed under the control of one man, 
|| the architect of the Treasury, for public build- 
ings in the year 1868 $1,000,000; in the year 
| 1869, $1,475,000 ; and the appropriations al- 
|| ready made to that branch for the year ending 
| June, 1870, amount to $1,800,000; and I pre- 
sume we shall have a large deficiency bill for 
1870, and this Department only includes work 
on ‘Treasury building, custom-houses, court- 
houses, and postoffices. We havea Committee 
|| on Expenditures in the Treasury Department, 
|| of which my colleague [Mr. ALitson ] is chair- 
|| man, who I trust will look into this matter and 
| give the country some light on this interesting 
|| subject; interesting, at least, to the tax-payers. 
| Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not pretend to 
| aspire to be particularly a champion for econ- 
|| omy, or to acquire any glory by advocating it; 
|| my observation is that the reverse is the reward 
‘| a member receives for taking that course, at 
'| least in this Hall and this Capitol. I simply 
_ desire as an humble member of this House, 
and yeta Representative of a large and deeply 
interested constituency, to do what I may to- 
ward making good our pledges to the people 
|| of retrenchment and reform. 
|| Our constituents desire this not so much for 
the purpose of a more rapid liquidation of the 
| public debt as for the purpose of the reduction 
|| of taxation. The State and local taxation of 
| the people, especially of the West, is very 
| heavy. The improvement and building up of 
|| a new country, supplying it with public build- 
|| ings, with general and local improvements, 
| churches, school-houses, and colleges, and sus- 
|| taining them, often in sparsely-settled com- 
|| munities with comparatively but little wealth, 
| necessarily require heavy taxation. 

The opening up of the southern States to 
| trade and commerce and the increase of busi- 
ness over the entire country has rendered the 
| supply of currency inadequate to the wants and 
| necessities of business, thus causing a strin- 
|| gency in the money market which is severely 
} felt, and in consequence of which, taken in con- 





nection with the extortion of railroad compa- 
nies, has materially reduced the price of the 
agricultural products of the West. The people 
| have borne heavy burdens during the war and 
they want rest. And, in view of all the facts, I 
| have, sir, no hesitation in saying that it is not 
the policy of true statesmanship to attempt to 


[ hasten the payment at an early day of the prin- 
would be glad if the members of this House | 


cipal of our debt, but instead thereof to obtain 
the refunding of the greater portion of it at a 
lower rate of interest and to reduce taxation. 

Our revenue is larger than is necessary now, 
and with decreased expenditures taxation can 
be materially reduced. So far as it can be done 
| without reducing the revenue too much let the 
| duties be removed from all articles of necessity 
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| and of comfort which cannot be 





December 22, 





aichtne 


produced in 


this country to the extent of our wants: 


first 


. . : comforts 
alike of the poor man’s cottage and the rich 


man’s mansion, and in the words of a great 
British statesman, * Let all the people a 
free breakfasts.’’ , 

Do this, and give to the West and Sout! 
$50,000,000 additional of currency, that the 
business and improvements of the country ma 
be carried forward, and, with the energy bas 
power of the nation directed into the peacesy| 
channels of agricultural, mechanical, and eo, 
mercial industry, the country will improve gs 
with the touch of a magic wand. All its desert 
places will be made fruitful and its wast, 
— built up under the fostering care of , 

ind, just, and frugal Government. 

To my mind, sir, this is the path pointed oy: 
to us by true statesmanship in which to walk 
and which leads to peace, contentment, and 
happiness, instead of that other path, the goa! 
of which is national conquest and glory, ay 
which, although for the time being may dazz!p 
the people with the glitter of its pomp and 
power, will assuredly end in national bap. 
ruptey and national ruin. 

The committee rose informally; and My. 
Dawes took the chair as Speaker pro tempory, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Speaker 
of this House has been obliged to leave the 
city temporarily. Before he left he appointed 
the present occupant of the chair as Speaker 
pro tempore. 


ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS, 


Mr. NEGLEY, from the Committee on En. 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined 
and found truly enrolled bills and joint reso\u- 
tions of the following titles ; when the Speaker 
pro tempore signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 679) making a temporary 
appropriation for the prosecution of the work 
upon the improvement of the Des Moines rapids 
in the Mississippi river ; 

An act (H. R. No. 695) making appropri- 
ations to partially supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1869; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 4) relating to 
steamboats and other vessels owned in the 
loyal States ; and 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 96) of tribute 
to the memory of George Peabody, deceasaj. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its 
session, Mr. INGERSOLL in the chair. 


RIGHTS OF STATES. 


Mr. SARGENT. Mr. Chairman, I design 
to occupy the time which is allotted to me to 
speak upon a matter of national importance, 
but yet bearing particularly upon the interests 
of my own people. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman allow 
me one moment to make a remark? I see the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes) 
in his seat, and I desire to refer to the subject 
to which he alluded to-day. I ask but a 
minute. 

Mr. SARGENT. I will yield to the gentle- 
man for that purpose. 

Mr. ELDRIDGH. Mr. Chairman, I was 
very much refreshed this morning at the re 
marks of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Dawes, }] who I see is now in his seat. 
little expected yesterday when I predicted that 
the next advance of the House of Representa 
tives would be made upon the Senate of the 
United States that my prediction would be 
verified so soon. But wifen I see the gentle: 
man from Massachusetts so suddenly coming 
to the rescue I yet have hopes that the States 
of this Union are not entirely to be ignored or 
destroyed. I had no doubt when these meas 
ures of reconstruction were brought into this 
House by the Republican party that the day 
would come, and come soon, within the lile- 
time of those of us who were then upon this 
floor, when the gentiemen who were the most 
ardent in advocacy of the destruction of the 
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States and of the rights of the States, by cen- 
tralizing and consolidating power in the Fed- 
eral Government, would be heard to pray just 
as the gentleman from Massachusetts was 
heard to implore this afternoon for constitu- 
‘ional rights. I hope now since the gentleman 
from Massachusetts has taken the position he 
has, that gentlemen upon the other side of the 
House, notwithstanding the ruin they have 
brought upon the country, will reconsider 
what they have done, will come back to the 
»ogition which the fathers of the Republic occu- 
pied, and that they will stand with us, with the 
emocratic party, in defense of State rights. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Chairman, that this 
Union depends for its life upon the mainte- 


\ 


nance of the rights of the States in the Union. 
it was uplifted, created by the States; it has 
no existence except in the life of the States; 
‘t must fall, it will be destroyed, when the States 
fall, when they are destroyed. I hope that the 
ventieman from Massachusetts will from this 
time stand side by side with us in defense of 
the rights of the States of this Union. I know 
the pill is a bitter one; it is hard to take; but 
he helped to make it. I know, as I predicted 
yesterday, as well as I know of any fact from | 
jogical conclusions from facts, that the time is || 
coming when the New England States will be 
upon their knees in the House of Representa- 
tives begging that their rights, the original 
rights of the States as secured by the Constitu- 
tion, shall be maintained; and I hope if I 
shall be here, or any one who represents me 
shall be here, upon this floor that we will be 
able to maintain their rights, notwithstanding 
the terrible and outrageous wrongs which they 
have committed upon the States which they 
have attempted to reconstruct ; which, in fact, 
they have overthrown or helped to overthrow. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask the gentleman 
what there is in the history of any of the New 
England States which warrants him in expect- 
ing that they will ask for any of their rights on 
their knees? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Why, because New Eng- 
land has been first and foremost of all those 
who have attempted to rob the people of the 
southern States of the rights of States. That | 
is all I desire to say, and I am much obliged 
to the gentleman from California for his cour- 
tesy in yielding to me. 

Mr. DAWES. Will the gentleman yield to 
me fora moment? 

Mr. SARGENT. I will yield the gentleman 
three minutes. 

Mr. DAWES. I had not the opportunity 
yesterday to develop any reasons which existed 
in my mind for the vote which I gave then, but 
as the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Exp- 
RIDGE] has seen fit to infer from some remarks || 
which I made to-day that they are in conflict || 
with the position I took yesterday in the vote 
I gave for the Georgia bill, I desire in a few 
words to state to the gentleman and to the 


| States. 





House, if it be of any consequence to it to know 
it, that in no matter will the gentleman from 
Wisconsin or anybody else find me more 
scrupulous than in regard to the rights of the 
States. But I beg the gentleman from Wis- 
consin to make the distinction, a failure to 
make which on the part of his party has involved 
the country in the direst war ever written of in 
the history of the world—the distinction be- 
tween State rights and State sovereignty. The 
failure of his party to make that distinction as 
a rule of conduct has involved the country in | 
the tears and cost and burden and woe of a || 
war, Sir, there is an obligation resting upon 
this Congress under the Constitution of the 
United States, under which I cast my vote yes- 
terday, in regard to not only the State of 
Georgia, but the State of Wisconsin and the 
State of Massachusetts, too, that the United 
States Congress shall maintain in the State of 
Wisconsin and in the State of Massachusetts, 
no less than in the State of Georgia, if the 








occasion shall arise, a republican form of gov- 
ernment. 


| whom he made answer this morning. 
| concedes that the House of Representatives or 


T agree with the gentleman from Wisconsin 
[Mr. Evpriner] that it is not a power that 
we ought to exercise without due care and 
for such reasons as will commend themselves 
to the public judgment. But it is a power 
as clear and as incumbent upon the United 
States as any other power existing in the 
Government. It is a question of fact whether 
occasion exists for the exercise of that power 
in reference to Georgia, or will ever exist 
in reference to the State of Wisconsin or 
the State of Massachusetts. And we, upon 
whom the obligation rests to exercise that power 
when the occasion shall arise, must judge of 
the occasion itself. No other tribunal is put 
over us to judge for us and to say to us, ‘* Now 
is the time and these are the exigencies that 
require of you the exercise of that power.”’ 
We are to judge of the occasion as well as the 
exercise of authority. 

But, sir, we are to judge of it upon our oaths 
and upon our responsibility to the country, and 
upon our regard for that Constitution which 
clothes us with the power. And when we exer- 
cise it we must exercise it fearlessly and boldly, 
if the necessity exists. For my part I believed 
on yesterday that the occasion existed for the 
exercise of that power in reference to Georgia, 


| and the vote which I gave rested solely upon 


that power in the Constitution, and it trenched 
in no part upon the rights of the State of 
Georgia. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman yield 
to me for a moment? 

Mr. DAWES. Certainly. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desired when I arose 


| to have propounded a question to my friend the 


gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, ] 
It seems to me that the gentleman has ignored 
the point which I designed to make upon him. 
He will bear me witness that I made no refer- 


| ence to his vote on yesterday with reference to 
| the State of Georgia. 


I had no reference in 
particular to his vote upon that question or to 
its effect upon the State of Georgia. 

I did have reference, however, to his votes 


| upon those questions which have so vitally 


affected those States which as they say we have 
reconstructed. The gentleman now, as I un- 
derstand him, has laid down the broad doc- 


| trine that whenever the occasion requires, in 
| the judgment of Congress, the ederal Govern- 


ment may intervene and reconstruct the State 
so as to make the State what it considers re- 
publican in form. I believe no such thing. 
The doctrine which the gentleman undertakes 
to adduce from that clause of the Constitution 
which provides for the Federal Government 
guarantying republican forms of government 
to the several States is in my judgment in 
antagonism to the Constitution of the United 
To guaranty a republican form of gov- 
ernment is to guaranty a preéxisting govern- 
ment of the State. 

I may be mistaken, but it seems to me that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] 
has conceded the entire position claimed by 
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the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. CuLtom, ] to | 


If he 


the Congress of the United States is the sole 
judge of the time, the circumstances, and the 
occasion when the Federal Government may 
intervene to reform or reconstruct the govern- 
ment of a State, then he concedes the right 
which I understood the gentleman from Illinois 
to claim: that whenever the time should come, 
whenever the occasion shall arise, we might 


| amend the Constitution of the United States 
| so as to provide that the New England States, 
| or any other of the smaller States, should sub- 


mit to the will of the people and have their 
representation in the Senate of the United 
States lessened or reformed to accord with the 
opinions which may be entertained for the time 
being by the people of the United States. 

I do not admitanysuch doctrine. The Con- 
stitution of our country is the test by which we 
must determine the powers and the rights of 


old 


Congress; and so far as regards its right to 
intervene under that clause which authorizes 
the United States to guaranty to each State a 
republican form of government, it must inter- 
vene under the circumstances only contem- 
plated by that provision. The fact that some 
things may be done in w State contrary to the 
will or opinion of Congress does not authorize 
such intervention. The interference of Congress 
must be because the State has made its govern- 
ment anti-republican, not because an act of 
murder or of assassination or any other wrong 
may have been committed in the State, not 
because the government, the constitution of 
the State and its administration, are contrary 
to the views of Congress on republican govern- 
ment. 

Mr. BECK. I trust I may be allowed—— 

Mr. SARGENT. I think I must decline to 
yield further. 

Mr. BECK. I hope I may be permitted to 
read ten lines from the Federalist. 

Mr. SARGENT. Is it understood that the 
time consumed in this debate shall not come 
out of the hour to which I am entitled? 

The CHAIRMAN. There was no 
understanding. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I hope that understand- 
ing will behad. I certainly would not trespass 
upon the time of the gentleman from California. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the time occupied in 
this debate will not be deducted from that to 
which the gentleman from California is entitled. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection 
it will be understood that the gentleman from 
California shall be entitled to his hour after he 
shall have resumed the floor. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I have in my remarks 
been drawn far away from the point which I 
desired to make; but in view of the turn which 
the debate has taken I will yield to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. Beck. ] 

Mr. BECK. I desire merely to call*the at- 
tention of the gentleman from Wisconsin and 
the gentleman from Massachusetts to the views 
of Mr. Madison as laid down in No. 43 of the 
Federalist. The question discussed is when 
the United States government or any of its 
departments may intervene, under the clause 
empowering the United States to guaranty to 
each State a republican form of government. 
Mr. Madison, in the paper to which I have 
referred—and his views coincide with those 
expressed by Mr. Hamilton—uses this lan- 
guage: 


‘**It may possibly be asked whether it may not be- 
come a pretext for alterations in the State govern- 
ments without the concurrence of the States them- 
selves. It may be answered that if the General 
Government should interpose by virtue of this con 
stitutional authority it will be, of course, bound to 
pursue theauthority. But the authority extends no 
further than to a guarantee of a republican form of 
government, which supposes a preexisting govern- 
ment of the form which is to be guarantied. As long, 
therefore, as the existing republican forms are con- 
tinued by the States they are guarantied by the Fed- 
eral Constitution. Whenever the States may choose 
to substitute other republican forms they havearight 
to do so, and to claim the Federal guarantee for the 
latter. The only restriction imposed on them is that 
they shall not exchange republican for anti-republi- 
can constitutions.”’ 


Justice Story, in his Commentaries on the 
Constitution, quoting Hamilton and Madison, 
says : 

**The Federalist has spoken with so much force and 
propriety upon this subject that it supercedes all 
further reasoning.” 

Now, the question that I want to put is, As 
we had decided that Georgia had adopted a 
constitution republican in form and admitted 
her Representatives, in what regard the con- 
stitution of Georgia was less republican in form 
after her Legislature decided that certain mem 
bers were ineligible than it was before, as that 
is all that is complained of ? : 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. My friend from Kentucky 
[Mr. Beck] well knows my opinions upon that 
subject. I do not believe that by the action 
of the Legislature declaring the ineligibility of 
certain members the government of the State 


such 
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ceased to be a republican form of government 
so us to justify the interference of the Federal 
Government. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Will the gentleman 
permit me to ask him a question? 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. 


Not now; I am trespass- 


ing upon the courtesy of the gentleman {rom | 


California, 


Mr. Chairman, I did not intend to be drawn | 


juto this discussion. 


| repeat that I did not | 


intend to impugn the motives of the gentleman | 


from Massachusetts, or to charge him with any 
wrong in the vote which he cast yesterday. 
‘That was not the point to which I intended to 
refer when L rose. I rose to congratulate the 
gentleman from Massachusetts upon the views 
which he expressed in answer to the gentleman 
from Illinois. I looked upon the declaration 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts as an 
evidence of a returning sense of justice and a 

ca of the 
It was in that view and 


reviving cowprehension of the re 
States and the Union. 


for that purpose alone that I rose; and without | 


further trespassing upon the time of the gen- | 


tleman from California, who has so courteously 
conceded me these few minutes, L will simply 
say, a8 I have said heretofore in speeches deliv 
ered in this House, | hope the time may 


never come when the States composing that | 


portion of our country called New England 
shall be upon their knees in the Federal Con- 
cress begging for the rights guarantied to them 
by the Federal Constitution as I have seen the 
people of the State of Alabama and Georgia 
and other States of this Union begging for 
their rights. 

| hope if that time shall ever come I shall be 
found able, whether a Representative here or 
the constituent of some other Representative, 
to maintain as far as I can the rights of those 
States under the Constitution, as I have en- 
deavored to maintain the rights of these States 
whea they were here praying for nothing but 
what was guarantied to them by our common 
Constitution, 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Dawes] has my warmest thanks for the posi- 
tion he has taken here; but I do not think, Mr. 
Chairman, there is that distinction between 
State rights and State sovereignty under which 


he undertakes to shield himself in reference to | 


the votes which he has cast. 
marily rests in the people of the country. ‘The 
States have no sovereignty except what the 


people have given them; the Federal Govern- || 


ment has no sovereignty except what the peo- 


Sovereignty pri- | 


| fortunate if I can fora short time have the | 


ple had given to it through the States in the | 


Constitution under which we have lived and || 
It is that sover- | 


under which we to-day live. 
eignty of the States which they have never 
granted to the United States which I would 


protect as one of the rights of the States; it is | 


that sovereignty to which the gentleman will 


appeal in the hour of his sorrow, in the hour 
ot his discomfiture, when some other party in | 


power, when some Congress differently consti- | 


tuted from this, shall undertake to override the 


constitutional rights of the State which he so | 


ably represents on this floor. 
Mr. DAWES. Mr. Chairman, I will detain 


this committee but a moment, and that for the | 


purpose of asking its attention to a single | 
r. 


remark of the gentleman from Wisconsin, [} 
Kipripge, }in which he concedes the force of 
all that I have said. He says that for one he 


does not believe that Georgia had not a repub- | 


liean form of government; that on the contrary 
it had a republican form of government and 
was living up to it, and therefore had voted 
against the bill which passed this House yes- 
terday. On the other om I believed that the 
people of the State of Georgia were deprived 
of rights guarantied to them by the Consti- 
tution under a republican form of government, 
and, so believing, voted for the passage of the 
bill. 

Mr. MAYHAM. Willthe gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. DAWES. In one moment. 


SE 


| be abused, and | came to it reluctantly from | 
| necessity, because there was no other way open | 


The gentleman from Wisconsin asserts the 
right of self-judgment on that question. He 
came to one conclusion, while I came to 
another. It is what I had barely the time to 
say yesterday; a question of fact, and not of 
power. ‘The power exists as clear and as well 
defined as any other in the Government. 
question is one of fact, whether such a condi- 


tion of things exists in Georgia as justifies this | 


exercise of the extreme medicine of the Con- 
stitution. 

reluctance. 
that power with great apprehension that it may 


to me to secure to all the people of the State 
of Georgia the right to the enjoyment of repub- 
lican institutions under this.Government. If 
any other way less severe and less liable to abuse 
stood open to me, if my friend on the other 
side would have pointed out any other remedy 


| under the Constitution, | would have adopted 


it readily and cheerfully. I agree it is power 
which, when put into the hands of unscrupulous 


| men, may be the pretext hereafter for tramp- 


| demued by the voice of the people. 





ling upon State righis; but I know of no power 
under the Constitution which may not be so 
abused. Our only safety is that we are to give 
an account of our stewardship here once in 
every twoyears, and whatever we may do which 


cannot be justified by the facts and circum- | 


stances of the case for that we will be con- 
To them 
the appeal in this case mast be made, and in 
view of all the enormities which have been prac- 


| ticed in the State of Georgia, whether in the 


name of the lawor the Constitution I care not, 
I am ready to render an account for the vote 
which I have given. 

Mr. MAYHAM. I now desire to ask the 
gentleman a question. 

Mr. DAWES. I will yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. SARGENT. I decline to yield the floor 
further for this discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman willthen 
proceed with his remarks. 


MINERAL AND TIMBER LANDS IN CALIFORNTA. 


Mr. SARGENT. Mr. Chairman, this de- 
bate seems to be reopening the whole subject 
of the exclusion of the State of Georgia. It 
seems to me the House has well considered 
that question during several days past. Our 
action has been made up and bas now gone 
out to the country. I shall consider myself 


attention of the House to a matter of practi- 
cal importance in the future ; toa matter de- 


manding novel legislation upon this floor | 


deeply concerning our material interest; to a 
question which concerns the whole country, 
but which more particularly concerns the peo- 
ple of the Pacific States and ‘ierritories. 

Kivery gentleman is aware that by the large 
yield of our mines for years past the Govern- 
ment has been enabled to fulfill its obligations 
to its creditors and carry on an expensive war. 
The means by which those results have been 
obtained, by which millions of small rivulets 
have united into one and made this large stream 
of gold, are perhaps not entirely familiar to 
every gentleman within my hearing. 

I call attention to a single fact showing the 


importance of this supply of treasure: that a 


few years ago, in the midst of the war, the loss 
of a single steamer on the Atlantic freighted 
with two or three millions of gold caused a com- 
mercial convulsion in New York and through- 
out the country. The gold and silver yielded 
by our mines heretofore has been necessary for 
the safety of our credit, and is necessary for 
business purposes now and hereafter; and if 
this House by its action can devise measures 
that will make mining more remunerative, that 
will make it more attractive, that will make it 
more generally pursued, the result will be that 
the product of the precious metals will be in- 
creased, and the necessities of the country so 
far better answered. 


The | 


I approached the bill with great | 
I approached the assertion of | 
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Some twenty years ago, with thous: ¢ 
others, I went . the cat ilheae oF Cand oF 
indeed not yet a State, but still held as q mili 

There was at that time 
immense rush to her shores, the men whe 
went there, almost without exception, inte; d. 
ing to remain buta few years and dig ‘lk, 
gold, and then return to their home 
Kast. We went there with no idea of 
a great State; we had no idea of the perm, 
nence of the mining interests there ; we a 
no idea of the agricultural capacities of 4| 
State; we had no idea that we would ; 
found a stable Commonwealth which 
grow greater year by year. 

For want of this understanding of the yalyo 
of the inheritance into which we were abo 
to step there was much confusion in our own 
action, in economizing our resources and in 
providing for their development, and stil] moro 
in the legislation of Congress relating to those 
objects. Since that time, with a single excep. 
tion, the policy of Congress, if it has had a 
policy, has been to let things alone, During 
the few years when mining was extremely 
profitable, when mining claims could be found 
on almost any hill-side that would yield rich 
returas, this policy was popular ¢dmong the 
miners, and perhaps was well adapted to the 
condition of things then existing. But that 
time has gone by. The richer deposits haye 
been wrought out. Those more easily reached 
have been exhausted. But there still remain 
under the large mountain ranges, deep in 
the bosom of the hills and far beneath the 
soil in some of the valleys, valuable deposits 
which pay when they are reached, but they 
can only be reached by exhaustive toil and 
brave effort. They are tapped only by tunnels 
and shafts which require capital and years to 
construct. I have in my mind’s eye in my 


& littl 
8 in the 
creating 

g 


there 


vould 


| district one tunnel constructed by the miners, 


nearly a mile long, which cost $80,000. But the 
claims which the miners now work are very 
different in readiness of access from what they 
were when thirty feet square wasa fortune. A 
small claim will not warrant enterprises like 
this on the part of the miners, and consequently 
they have bought each other out and consoli- 
dated until the mass of the claims held by 
any individual or company being aggregated 
together will afford area enough to make im- 
provements possible. 

For a long time the idea was popular with 
the miners that they should simply mine where 
ever they pleased, under the license of the 
General Government. This license was not 
granted by any statute, but it was not vexa- 
tiously interfered with by adverse legislation. 
There came a time, however, sir, some five or 
six years ago, when the policy of the Govern- 
ment changed in one remarkable particular 
and placed our miners in a position of hostility, 
apparent and even real, against the agricul- 
turists and against railroad companies. 

By the provisions of a statute of the United 
States, passed, I think, in 1850, it was provided 
that where lands are mineral or unfit for culti- 
vation nothing but township lines should be 
surveyed. Such lands were entirely kept out 
of the market. They could not be surveyed 
and could not be purchased. But by and by 
the Pacific railroad bill was passed, the road 
running through the mining counties of Nevada 
and Placer, and by some of its branch roads 
extending into other mining counties where 
the principal industry of our people is to ex- 
tract gold either from the ore or the Placer 
mines. There was a grant of alternate sections 
to the railroad company for the purpose o! 
building the road. Following that grant came 
Government surveys. Then, upon the even sec 
tions and also upon the odd sections, where 
there were preémption claims, farmers came 
forward promptly and properly to prove their 
rights of preémption under the United States 
laws. 

Meantime there was no provision whatever 
by which the miner could establish his right 1 
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there : 
yiturist or the railroad company. 
an preémption claim of the agriculturist, in 
uu 


cov 


1 


was a conflict between him and the agri- | 
If part of | 


asting it to the Government subdivisions, | 
ered the claim of a miner, the miner had no | 


neans of protection whatever, for no step that | 


he could take would secure atitle. Although 
‘he farming interest depends on the prosperity 
of the mines, although with the extinction 
of the business of mining the country must 
become depopulated, nevertheless under this 
eystem of giving advantages to the one which 
‘eotheris deprived of mining was prejudiced, 
‘he miners were taken at disadvantage, and of 


course ill feeling arose and cases of positive | 


injustice occurred. ‘The farmers, too, were 
harassed by extraordinary expenses, and every- 
thing was anomalous and unsatisfactory. 

Now, sir, the tenure under which the miners 
hold their claims, although not sanctified by 
natent, although not directly guarantied by 
the Government, yet possess equities of. the 
strongest character. Lallude, in the first plaee, 
to the years and years which passed by losing 
which the Government by its silence licensed 
their occupation. That might be pleaded ina 
private suit between parties as an estoppel in 
pais. C 1 
of any of the States of the Union might be 
»leaded in behalf of the possessions thus held 
and improved by the miners for so many years. 

Secondly, when the tax bill was passed in 
1862, there was a provision which taxed the 


at any moment, where he remains only at the 
sufferance of the owner, and what improve- 
ments would you expect him to make upon 
that land? He will be more apt to neglect it 
in every particular; he will shear it of all it 
bears and has that may be immediately valu- 
able tc him, and will care little what may be- 
come of the estate when it shall pass again from 
his hands or how much it degenerates while he 
holds it. If you wish to give over a farm to 


| utter waste subject it to sucht possession. 


Now, to a certain extent, except so far as it 
may have been prevented by the reliance of 
the mining community upon the justice of 
Congress, this is true of our mining regions. 
It has been urged as a reproach against our 
people that they are nomadic; that they yield 


| to every passing excitement; that upon each 


|| occupied and improved. 


miners on the public lands of the United States | 


by requiring them to take outa miner’s license. 
Thus by a direct act of legislation the occupa- 
tion of these mines by the miners was sanc- 
tioned. T'urther, a year later you enacted a 


bullion tax, that every gold miner should pay | 


acertain royalty tothe Government. In doing 
that you ignored the fact that in all other cases 
the taxes imposed are added by the producer 
to the cost of the article and charged to the 
consumer, whereas gold, having an intrinsic 
value, can only be worth that which it will assay 
at the mint, and consequently, which is a sole- 
cism, the tax is paid by the producer. Itisa 
more oppressive tax than even income tax, 


because there is no deduction from the gross | 


yield. Even the gold taken out of the ground 
at a loss is subjected to the same tax in pro- 
portion to its amount as that taken where the 
claim is rich or where the expense of working 
is light. 

But, sir, still later than this, appreciating the 
necessity of changing this population from a 
nomadic into a settled one, upon the Ameri- 
can idea of giving every man a title to his land 
to reside on himself and for an inheritance to 
his children, Congress enacted a law which, 
however, applied to quartz claims only, under 
the provisions of which quartz miners are now 


enabled to obtain a patent totheir claims. But | 


At any rate, the statutes of limitations || 


rumor that a new mining region has been dis- 
covered they rush to it and leave their old 
homes. The remedy for thatis toattach them 
to the soil, give them a right, under wise and 
proper regulations, to buy that which they have 
i Then substantial in- 
stead oftemporary improvements will be made, 
and the certainty of titles will encourage the 
investment of capital. 


I have said that no legislation upon this 


subject has passed Congress except in regard 
to quartz mining; but several years ago a bill 
was brought forward which, to every practical 
man who knows anything in regard to the 
necessities of the mining region, was simply 
monstrous. Among other things it was pro- 
posed that the price of mining lands should be 
fifty dollars an acre. Why, sir, the hope of 
the lost angels to regain heaven would not be 
more futile than the idea that miners generally 
could buy their mining claims at that price. 

It was also provided that miners should be 


| allowed to preémpt only forty acres of land 


| under a limitation like that? 


up to the present time no legislation has been || 


attempted by which those great gravel mines 


which produce one half of the gold which goes || 


into the circulation of the country can pass 
into the hands of private proprietors. 

What has been the result? I desire to im- 
press upon the recollections of gentlemen who 
visited our State during the past year the con- 


dition of the mining counties of California which | 


they must have observed when they visited 
them. There is a climate more beautiful than 
that ofany other spot on earth, however favored ; 
health-giving breezes ; opportunities for a large 
and thriving population; and yet all through 
that large range of country there is no power, 
with the single exception I have named, for 
the miners who reside and labor there, and 
have done so for these twenty years past, to 
acquire a right to their homes or to the rhines 
which they have developed and upon which 
they have put costly improvements. Even the 
miner’s cabin cannot be purchased by him of 
the Government, for your preémption laws 
only recognize agriculturists. 


Sir, take any farmer and put him upon a 


for mining purposes. How could those im- 
provements of which I have spoken be made 

A tunnel cost- 
ing $80,000, or even $5,000, running to a mine 
of forty acres! No such tunnels would ever 
be constructed, and sucha bill should be enti- 
tled ‘‘a bill to strangle mining.”’ 

More than that, it was provided in that bill 
that the mining regions should be divided into 
coinage districts, and that there should be 
organized a system of spies and informers, 
who should receive one half of all the gold they 
could secure the confiscation of for attempts 
to carry it out of the district without first 
being coined; and this was not one of the 
least obnoxious features of the bill. 

There was another equally wise provision in 
that bill, that any miner having bought his 
forty acres of land and worked it out must 
prove to the satisfaction of the State geologist 
and of the land officers that it was actually 
worked out; that then he must sell it to some 
one who could have no use for it when he could 
not use it himself, and unless he sold it to some- 
body else he could not buy another mine. How 
long would it take to run out the present gener- 
ation of miners under such a regulation ? 

Now, sir, when that bill came to California 


| there was a general uprising throughout the 


| mining community. 


There was held in the 


| city of Sacramento one of the largest, most 


| 
| 
| 


respectable, and most intelligent conventions 
that ever assembled in that State, called ‘‘ the 
miners’ convention.’’ ‘They sent here a memo- 
rial which was listened to by Congress, in which 
they exhibited the enormous features of that 
bill, and showed that its result would be to 
prevent the transaction of all mining business. 
The bill-fell, and from that day to this no prop- 
osition bearing on that subject has been brought 
forward except that to which I have referred, 
which operates in a limited degree to give titles 
to persons who hold quartz claims under min- 
ing laws. 

At this session I have introduced and had 
printed a bill extending the principle of that 
law with some modifications; extending it to 


piece of land where he is liable tobe disturbed |! placer claims; requiring, however, that those 
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claims shall conform to the Government sub- 
divisions. The Government is now selling 
here and there through the mining regions 
under the qnartz law, as sites for mills, &c., 
irregular pieces of ground, without any regard 
to the system of Government surveys, and 
which can never be conformed to them. In 
order to enable the miners to conform their 
placer claims to Government subdivisions, it 
ig necessary that forty-acre tracts be divided 
into ten-acre tracts, to enable small claims to 
be entered separately, and to adequately sepa 
rate agricultural lands. Furthermore, it is 
necessary that there should be some system 


| of joint entry, so that men whose claims inter 


lace each other, as claims will where the veins 
run so eccentrically as they do there, may 
make joint entry and conform to the. subdi- 
visions of the Government in their exterior 
boundaries. If this is done a great load of 
expense will be taken from the miner’s should- 
ers in having his claims surveyed and mapped 
by the surveyor general. In all places where 


| surveys have been made this principle will 


immediately beneficially operate; and I in- 
tend, as part of my measure, that these sur 


| veys shall proceed throughout the State. 


But a more important amendment which I 


| propose in that bill provides that this system 


of restraint, this system of tying the hands of 
the miners and preventing them, except at 


| great cost, and often entirely from obtaining 


theirtitles, shall not be applied to placer claims. 
Sir, California and its mining interests are 
twenty years old. Some of the claims worked 
in my district are of that age. These have 


| passed down through multitudes of owners. 


| matter of record in any public office. 


The original title or possession depended upon 
mining laws—a code originally written, modi- 
fied afterward by custom—a code as well set- 
tled and understood by our courts and by the 
miners themselves as is the common law of 
England by the courts of the United States 

a code eminent for its wisdom, perfected by 
long experience, and admirably wage to the 


' condition and necessities of the people among 


whom it originated. 

But, sir, under mining customs, and under 
the authority of our supreme court passing 
thereupon, for a long time during the history 
of our State the title, as it is called among 
miners, of mining claims could pass without 
written instrument and by the delivery of 
possession. Under this system, where the 
question was as to the ownership of a claim, 
the fact to be proved was the actual delivery 
of possession for an adequate consideration ; 
said this being proved, it was accepted in any 
court in lien of a deed containing the ordinary 
recitals. Furthermore, in cases where there 
were written instruments many of them were 
without seals and never recorded ; sometimes 
burned up in miners’ cabins; sometimes lost 
out of miners’ pockets; so that when finally 
a law was passed by Congress which, under 
the construction of the Land Office, required 
that in order to provea right to a mining claim 
under the quartz law it should be traced back 
by mesne conveyances to the original holders, 
and it should be further proved that the claim 
was taken up in strict accordance with mining 
laws which had themselves passed into tradi- 
tion and are proved in our courts by oral 
testimony. and that a copy of such mining laws 
should be produced in evidence, it was simply 
a matter of impossibility to comply with the 
requirements. The mining laws were seldom 
They 
exist to-day as an unwritten common law, as | 
have said, and an exemplified copy cannot be 
furnished. 

By these vexatious and impossible require- 
ments the law has lost much of its usefulness, 
and jis not as popular with the miners as it 
ought to be. Under it the oldest and best-set- 
tled claims, those upon which years of labor 
have been expended, those which go down 
deep into the bowels of the earth, are under a 
disadvantage to which new claims scarcely 
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developed are not subjected ; because, in regard 
to new claims, where the acts are recent many 
of these omissions can be supplied. 

Now, the bill which I have introdueed pro- 
poses to enact that where there has been actual 
and bona fide possession of a mining claim 
during the period of time prescribed by the 
statute of limitations for mining claims of the 
State or Territory where the claim may be situ- 
ated, and there 1s no adverse claim made by 
any party whatever, after full and fair notice 
of the application for a patent, this possession 
shall be a substitute for all the machinery con- 
tained in those impracticable provisions and 
regulations requiring miners to trace back their 
claims through written instruments which never 
existed to a period so remote as that to which 
many of these claims extend, and to verify 
them by a code that has no extant written 
record. 

I propose by this bill, and I think the prin- 
ciple has already been sanctioned by Congress 
in the enactment I have stated, that there shall 
be a full recognition of the principle of preémp- 
tion in favor of the miners. And why not? Why 
not remit the same preémption to the miner 
for his claim as that which is allowed to the 
farmer who locates land by his side? Any 
other course would throw the improved claims 
open to competition by outsiders who have not 
a dollar invested in them, whiie those who own 
them under the mining laws, and who have all 
of their money invested in the improvements 
upon them, would be unable to enter into such 
competition. 

And, furthermore, I have proposed that the 
price shall be double minimum ; that is, $2 50 
peracre. I say deliberately, after twenty years’ 
experience in a mining community, knowing 
the circumstances of our people and the value 
of these lands for mining purposes; knowing 
the discouragements that arise from the failure 
of claims to pay; the vast amount of labor 
expended in prospecting; the costly improve- 
ments necessary to develop the mines now 
worked—knowing all these facts by daily and 
yearly experience, I say that $2 50 is a large 
rice for these lands. I hope that when this 
»ill comes up for action there will be no effort 
made to put a fabulous valuation upon mineral 
Jands. f think a higher price will drive off the 
men who have improved them and who by their 
industries have so largely added to the capacity 
of the Government to meet its obligations and 
kept the nation from bankruptcy. 

Mr. Chairman, if these principles, as well 
as others which I will not now take the time 
of the committee to dwell upon, but which 
1 hope to fully state when this matter shall 
come up for the action of the House—if these 
principles are applied to the mining interests 
of the Pacific States and Territories, you will 
then have contributed to turn a population 
restless and with too little local attachments 
into settled and permanent communities; you 
will have increased the subjects of taxation both 
by the General Government and by the States. 
In my own State there are mining countries, 
once prosperous and opulent, which are now 
overwhelmed with debt, and for the reason that 
while we deprive the miners of all title their 
possessions cannot be taxed. You put it in 
the organic law of our State that it should not 
tax the publicdomain. These mines are theun- 
segregated public domain, unsegregated by any 
act of yours; and although you passed the law 
which said that the mineral lands of the United 
States should be opened to occupation, never- 
theless you have never adopted any system to 
convey property interests in them. What I 
now coe is that each individual miner shall 
take his individual possession and pay for the 
same and be liable for taxesthereon. I know 
that in exchange for a title which would relieve 
them from the great expense of harassing liti- 
gations amongst themselves, from conflicting 
questions of boundary and priority, the miners 
would be glad of the opportunity to pay taxes 
either to the General Government or to the 


} 








| large part of their course. 
| the altitude of from three to seven thousand 


State upon this species of property. It will be 


also a measure of great relief to the mining || 


counties themselves in leading to permanent 
homes and improvements in their midst, in- 
creasing objects of taxation, &c. 

Now, sir, there is another subject kindred in 
its nature to that of this bill to which I wish to 
ask the indulgence of the committee for a few 
minutes. ‘lhe Sierra Nevada mountains form 
the eastern boundary of California through a 
These Sierras, at 


feet above the level of the sea, are subject to 
late and early frosts, which forbid any hope of 
crops, so that agriculture is impossible, and 
the lands thus situated can never be settled on 
by any communities for agricultural purposes. 
‘Lhey are simply not susceptible of cultivation. 
The mountain torrents which fall from their 
sides are so soon dried up in the spring as to 
furnish no reliable motive power for driving 
machinery. Yet these lands are valuable as 
timber lands. ‘They are covered with some of 
the most beautiful forests of the world, com- 
posed of towering pines and sturdy oaks; but 
these lands come within the interdiction of 
which I have already spoken, that lands which 
are not susceptible of cultivation cannot be sur- 
veyed or brought into market. While you ex- 
clude these lands from the market laws fifty 
years old are revived and-put in force against 
any person who makes use of the timber that 
else rots in the forest. And there were reg- 
ulations under those laws almost before the 
youngest member of this House was born, the 
effect of which is to exclude any one from 
going upon public lands to cut timber for any 
purpose whatever. All along the foot of the 
Sierra Nevada mountains are towns and vil- 
lages, and places where mining operations are 
carried on. ‘To build those towns, to rebuild 
them in ease of fire, and to furnish lumber for 
all necessary purposes of mining, the timber 
on those mountains is absolutely essential. In 
mining operations there is a necessity for tim- 
ber to support tunnels, for building mills, for 
flumes, and for blocks for the flames. [or a 
thousand purposes it is necessary that timber 
should be used; yet by penal statutes you lock 
up these timber lands, you will not let us buy 
them, you will not even survey them. You 
even hold your people criminally liable if they 
take that timber for purposes of pressing neces- 
sity ; purposes of sucha nature that the failure 
to provide for them must depopulate the region. 

What then dol ask? I propose that the 
Government shall have those lands surveyed, 
and that they shall be sold in adequate tracts 
to support saw-mills. ‘This end I think can be 
gained if they are sold in amounts not to ex- 
ceed six hundred and forty acres to any one 
individual or association. If these lands were 
capable of cultivation it would be another mat- 
ter, and I would be in favor of reducing the 
amount to one hundred and sixty acres. But 
they are not capable of cultivation; and you 
cannot expect a man to go into the wilderness 
to carry on a saw-mill business unless he can 
have timber enough to make it profitable. 

At this present time, as I learn by papers 
received from my district within the last few 
days, inquisitive Government agents are going 
about in order to ascertain who cut a particular 
tree or squared a particular block of timber, or 
who has run a saw-mill. It is an absolute 
necessity of existence there that those very 
things should be done, and you provide no 
means by which they shall be done legally. 
You punish with fines and imprisonment any 
one who takes those things which are abso- 
lutely necessary alike to the carrying on of the 
business of mining,and to the conducting of 
agricultural pursuits, and to the very existence 
of our towns throughout the region of the Sierra 
Nevada. 

Now, I intend at the proper time to urge 
with such ability as I may a change in the 
policy of the Government in this respect. I 
say let us adopt a policy which will turn to 
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| of valuable resources, shut out from t 
| occupation of our people, although there has 











enemies 


ecember 22, 
useful account these lands, which for twenty 


years past, ever since California was inhabited 


have lain there waste, invoiving an utter oe 


he lega| 


been a necessity for occupation and improve 
ment and use; shut out from such Occupatios, 
by heavy fines and other penalties, | Say lot 
us legitimize the business which is absolutely 
necessary to be carried on there, and give our 
people an opportunity to acquire honestly what 
they will otherwise still find it necessary to ge: 
even although unlawfully. bet, 

One feature of the existing system is worthy 
of notice. Ifthe Government agents find people 
who have cut the trees on a certain piece of 
ground they go to them, and, on threats o/ 
prosecution, exact from them, by way ofstump. 
age an amount of money for refuse land equal 
to twenty times the value of the best public 
lands in the United States. 

Now, there is certainly something rotten jy 
a system like that. It is bad economy on the 
part of the Government to compel the people 
to take this timber furtively. It is certain|y 
bad policy for us to undertake to enforce jy 
that region laws so ancient and so ill-adapted 
to a country with new conditions. The old 
timber laws of the United States were designed 
to apply to prairie lands or lands which were 
capable of cultivation, and where the surveys 
either preceded or immediately followed settlc- 
ment; they are entirely unadapted to these 
new conditions in my own State. 

A few words more, Mr. Chairman, and I wil! 
not further tax the patience of the committee. 
As applied to our State, there is something 
radically wrong in those provisions of our land 
laws which allow large tracts of land to be 
taken up by speculators at what is called “ pri- 
vate entry.’’ It is the curse of our State. Why, 
sir, we ought to have one million more of pop- 
ulation in our great agricultural valleys than 
we have at present, and we would have if the 
land laws of the United States had been prop. 
erly framed with reference to our condition. 
Before California was acquired by the United 
States Government Mexicans there had ac- 
quired from their home Government, or from 
some provisional governor who may have hap- 
pened to be there, titles more or less good to 
nearly all the lands in the valleys which are 
fanned by the sea- breezes, and those at the time 
we took possession of the State were held in 
enormous tracts, excluding to a very large 
degree any settlement upon them, or making 
settlement hazardous, dependent upon the will 
of the possessor of the land. But back in the 
interior valleys of the State, where the Mex- 
ican had never had the energy to penetrate, 
there were magnificent domains, among which 
I might cite the San Joaquin and Tulare system 
of valleys. 

Surveying in those times was a fat job through 
these valleys. ‘l'empted by the prices of sur- 
veying the Government surveyor ran his lines 
over this broad expanse of valleys, the surveys 
were returned to the laud office, and pro 
forma, without any one noticing the fact, the 
lands were offered at public sale and found no 
purchasers. Our peone were engaged largely 
in mining, and at that early period did not give 
much attention to agriculture. Then specu- 
lators came in. They saw this fair land lying 
within their grasp. ‘The result has been that 
to-day in those valleys of which I speak six 
million acres—think of it, gentlemen—six mil- 
lion acres are held by a few men, because these 
speculators could go to the land office and 
buy up whole townships or whole counties o! 
the richest land God ever fertilized; buying ' 
for Stoux scrip, or agricultural scrip, or any 
scrip, which, at its depreciated price, did not 
cost them forty cents on the dollar in gold. 
They thus got control of all that vast domain, 
and they hold it now at prices which exclude 
settlement. A 

The other day I introduced a resolution 
which passed this House, but which somehow 
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hangs in the Senate, requesting the Secretary 
of the Interior to suspend his order restoring 
to private entry the lands of the Southern Pa- 
cific Railway Company, in the Tulare valley, 
until Congress could so legislate as to dedicate 
‘hese lands to settlers only. Some years ago 
a grant was made to that company, and they 
filed their map; but the route indicated in their 
map Was not justified by their charter. There- 
fore it was held by the Interior Department— 
and very properly held, 1 think—that these 
lands must be restored. But how were they 
to be restored? Why, under this system of 
private entry, which would allow the specu- 
lators who had already absorbed six million 
acres in that valley to absorb the rest to the 
extent of a million acres; for they were all 
ready with their descriptions and their rolls of 
greenbacks to go in there in advance of the 
settlers who would pour in if the lands were 
held open only to homestead and preémption 
entry, and thus. this million acres would be 
added to the vast domain already absorbed by 
these speculators. 


Now, sir, this illustrates the condition of our 
State inthatrespect. Itis a blight to our pros- 
perity, a continual curse, turning away the 
high tides of an immigration that else would 
gain homes in our midst. I think there ought 
to be a law passed applying to the whole of the 
United States prohibiting hereafter all entries 
of land under private entry. In view of the 
rapid settlement of the public lands of the 
United States we ought to preserve the rem- 
nant left to us for the actual settlers. When 
a man loads up his family and household goods 
in a wagon and starts on his weary journey 
across the plains, when he reaches the West 
or California, let there be some small piece of 
land that he can buy of the Government itself, 
and not compel him to pay twenty-five or fifty 
dollars an acre to some speculator for land 
which he has bought for fifty cents an acre. I 
believe this is necessary for other States as 
well as for my own. 

Under the present system rich men can 
afford to make these investments and absorb 
all these vast areas of the public lands. For 
one I am determined to do what I can to break 


up a system which has worked so badly for my | 


own State and must have had such disastrous 
effects elsewhere. 


Mr. Chairman, I am very glad of the oppor- 


tunity which has been afforded me, under what | 
1 consider a wise rule of this House allowing | 


general debate in Committee of the Whole, to 
express the ideas which I have upon this sub- 
ject. 


I assure gentlemen that these matters | 


are of vital importance to my own State, and | 


that I speak with, I believe, an intimate knowl- 
edge of their wants. I went there with the 
first tide of emigration; I have seen that State 


grow up to its present proportions; I have | 


known the difficulties with which we have strug- 
gled there. There, where all the years of my 
manhood have been passed, is my heart; I love 
that people as I love those of my native State. 
I beg of Congress that these measures may be 
early considered and may be adopted. I assure 
you that thereby you will have the gratitude of 
& generous people, which has ever fulfilled its 
obligations within the Union and which looks 
to you for the passage of measures vitally 
necessary for its prosperity. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN INDIANA. 


Mr. KERR. Mr. Chairman, I have been 
directed by the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to whom was referred House bill No. 230, to 
report it back to the House with a recom- 
mendation that it pass. 
of the House while I briefly state the reasons 
which render proper and necessary the pas- 
sage of this bill. 


In the State of Indiana, under existing laws, 


I beg the attention | 


is the fifth State in popular and representative | 


strength in the Union; yet there are but jive 
States in the Union whose Federal court facili- 
ties are not greater and whose terms of such 
courts are not more numerous, and whose judi- 
cial machinery is not more complete than those 
of Indiana, and in each of those five States they 
have just the same extent of Federal judicial 


facilities that Indiana enjoys. Those five States | 


are Delaware, Kansas, Louisiana, Maryland, 
and Minnesota, and the aggregate representa- 
tiou of those States in this House is but thir- 
teen, while that of Indiana alone is eleven. 


Kivery other State enjoys greatly superior judi- | 


cial advantages over Indiana. The extent of 
the State in area, in wealth, in population, in 
commerce, in admiralty and maritime business, 


and in all the elements of prosperity and power | 
entitle it to a great enlargement of these advan- | 


tages. 

| have prepared for the more specific inform- 
ation of the House, a careful table showing the 
extent and organization of the judicial system 
of the United States in the different States of 
the Union. It is compiled from the different 
statutes now in force for the organization of 


| courts, and is believed to be absolutely correct. 


| States. 


| and that this bill ought to pass. 


It indicates very forcibly and clearly the sin- 


gular insufficiency of our facilities in Indiana || 


and the very remarkable inequality which in 
this respect exists between it and all the other 
The committee very justly conclude 
that this condition demands a speedy remedy 
The table is 
as follows: 
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there are but two terms of the district and cir- | 


cuit courts of the United States held each year, 
and they are both held at the capital. Indiana 





The insufficiency of Federal judicial facilities 
in Indiana may be made still more impressive 
by a brief reference to a few recent events. 
Our complicated systems of internal revenue 
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courts has been further very greatly extended 
and complicated by recent decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United States touching 
their admiralty and maritime jurisdiction. 

This new jurisdiction is the result of no re- 
cent legislation, unless it be judicial legislation. 
It is declared by the highest judicial tribunal 
in the land to exist and to be absolutely exclu- 
sive in the Federal courts. It vitally affects 
in an exceedingly important and somewhat 
local sense the great interests of commerce as 
carried on by the aid of the important natural 
highways of the West. It affects some of the 
most important interests of my own immediate 
section and constituents. The entire southern 


| border of Indiana is washed by the Ohio river. 


taxation and bankruptcy, with their numerous | 
fines, penalties, forfeitures, and punishments | 


are of recent origin, and all seek judicial con- 
struction and enforcement in the courts of the 
United States. To them have been from time 
to time added many laws of Congress for the in- 
demnification of certain classes of persons from 
punishment for certain offenses and wrongs 
committed during the war under color of au- 
thority. All such laws tend to increase the 
jurisdiction ofthe same courts. The numerous 
cases arising under them are taken out of the 


| State courts by transfer upon petition or writ of 
| error or mandate. 


The business of the same 


Upon its banks are several of the most enter- 
prising and prosperous cities in the State. Two 
of these are in the district I have the honor to 
represent, one just above and the other below 
the falls of the Ohio. The material interests 
and commerce of the people of southern Indi 

ana, and especially from the falls of the Ohio 
westward and southward, are very largely con 

nected with that river. Our mechanics, who 
are equal in intelligence, enterprise, and skill 
to any in the country, are largely engaged in 
the construction of steamboats and water-craft 
of all kinds, including the floating palaces that 
traverse the waters of all the navigable rivers 
of the West and South. Other and not less 
meritorious classes are engaged in the practical 


| management of all such vessels as common 


carriers of persons and property, contributing 
very greatly by their capital, enterprise, and 
intelligence to develop the material resources, 
enlarge the commerce, and hasten the general 
progress of the country. 

Out of the extensive and diversified business 
thus more or less directly connected with the 
Ohio river innumerable and important. con 
racts and controversies arise, many of which 
become the subjects of litigation. Heretofore 
nearly all such litigation has found convenient 
tribunals and speedy settlement in the courts 
of the States. But now all such contracts and 
controversies as are proper matters of admi 
ralty jurisdiction under late decisions of the 
Supreme Court can only be litigated in the 
Federal courts. Jurisdiction over them is de- 
nied to the State courts and held to be abso- 
lutely exclusive in the district courts of the 
United States. Thus great numbers of suitors 
are driven from the local courts to seek reme 
dies in remote Federal courts, or to give up all 
remedy and suffer injustice. The Constitution 
declares— 

‘*The judicial power shall entend’’ . * . 
; ‘ to all cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdic- 
tion. 


* 


The judiciary act of 1789 declares that— 

* The district courts shall have, exclusively of the 
courts of the several States,” . . ° . 
** cognizance of all civil causes of admiralty and mari 
time jurisdiction.” 

It will not be inappropriate here to inquire 
briefly what is meant by the expression, ** ad- 
mirality and maritime jurisdiction.’’ In its 
most general sense it refers to that kind of 
jurisdiction which at the common law was exer- 
cised by certain courts over torts, contracts, 
and offenses which arose or were committed 
upon the high seas within the ebb and flow of 
the tides and outside the body of any county. 
It embraced the torts, contracts, and crimes 
which are necessarily connected with and arise 
out of that kind of business andcommerce which 
is transacted upon the water and lacks the ¢lc- 
ment of exclusive locality upon land, and there- 
fore, by reason of their very nature, could not 
be assigned for adjudication to the courts within 
any prescribed territorial limits. Hence, fol 
lowing the analogies of the common law the 
framers of our Constitution consid 
proper to commit the regulation of this 
of jurisdiction to Congress. It was 
intended thereby merely to confer upon Con- 
gress the power to regulate and protect those 
interests of the citizens of the country gen- 
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erally which are in their origin external, and 
therefore not susceptible of local regulation 
and control by the States. 

In the spirit of these views the Supreme Court 
of the United States, in the cases decided by 
it prior to 1851, held that it had no jurisdic- 
tion over cases of the kind mentioned if they 
arose above the ebb and flow of the tides. 
‘These decisions, therefore, left to the exclusive 
control and regulation of the States the vast 
interests of their citizens in connection with 
the very extensive commerce carried on upon 
the inland waters of the country. There soon 
grew up in all the States whose citizens were to 
any extent engaged in such commerce, and 
particularly in all the States of the West and 
Soath, extensive and well adapted systems of 
law and practice for the protection of the inter- 
esta and adjudication of the rights of their citi- 
zeus arising out of that commerce. The ex- 
tent of these interests and of the controversies 
and litigation arising out of them can only be 
fully realized bya careful contemplation of the 
vast increase of inland navigation resulting from 
the use of steamboats and the rapid develop- 
ment of wealth on the borders of the rivers. 

Sutin 1851, in the case of the Genesee Chief, 


(12 Howard R., 457,) all of the previous de- | 


cisions limiting the admiralty jurisdiction of 
the Federal courts to tide-water were overruled 
by the same court, and 
declared that that jurisdiction extends where- 


the broad doctrine | 


ever ships float and navigation successfully aids | 


commerce, whether internal or external. 


case arose out of a collision between two ves- | 


sels on Lake Ontario. Its doctrine has been 
many times affirmed by the same court in sub- 


sequent cases. In some cases this jurisdiction | 


has been exercised by Federal courts in the 
avowed execution of State statutes, and not 


under any elaim of a general common-law | 


power in these courts to such a jurisdiction. 


It was not, however, in any of the cases | 
prior to 1866, decided by the Supreme Court | 


that the jurisdiction of the district courts in 
ndmiralty and maritime cases arising on our 


inland rivers was exclusive of the jurisdiction | 
hitherto constantly claimed and exercised by | 
the State courts. On the contrary, it was either | 


not denied or it was in terms conceded that the 
jurisdiction of the State courts over all such 
cases was concurrent with that of the district 
courts of the United States. The State courts 
along our western rivers have, therefore, con- 
tinued to exercise uninterrupted, if not unques- 
tioned, jurisdiction in such matters. Being 
always conveniently aecessible to suitors en- 
gaged in such commerce, they have afforded 
more prompt and satisfactory remedies than 
more remote Federal courts could do. I can- 
not persuade myself that the denial of their 
jurisdiction is not a great public misfortune to 
the people of the country, whether that denial 
be legal or illegal. Their jurisdiction has been 
acquiesced in and approved for more than half 
a century, and the beneficent results of its 
exereise greatly promoted the prosperity and 
happiness of the people. 

But it is now denied and declared never to 
have had any legal existence. By a sweeping 
edict of superior judicial power and construc- 
tion it is absolutely annulled and destroyed. 
In the cases of the Moses Taylor, from Cali- 
fornia, and The Hine vs. Trevor, trom lowa, 


the Supreme Court of the United States, in | 


December, 1860, decided that— 


“1. Theadmiralty jurisdiction to which the power 
of the Federal judiciary is, by the Constitution, de- 
clared to extend is not limited to tide-water, dut 
covers the entire navigable waters of the United States. 

“2. The original jurisdiction in admiralty exer- 


cised by the district courts by virtue of the act of | 


1780 ies exclusive not only of other Federal courta, but 
of the State courts also, 

3. And that, therefore, State statutes relating to 
western inland rivers whichattempt to confer upon 
State courts a remedy for marine torts and marine 
contracts by proceedings strictly in rem. are void, 
because they are in conflict with that aet of Con- 
eress.”’—4 Wallace Reports, pp. 411, 550. 


Mr. Chairman, it will be readily seen and 


That || 
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appreciated by the House to what a radical 


extent the jurisdiction of the State courts has | 


been divested and that of the Federal courts 


a singular anomaly in our distribution of Fed. 


extended and enlarged by the course of decis- | 


ions to which I have referred. It will also be 
seen how important it is to the interests of the 
people that Congress shall give thought to the 
duties imposed upon it by these great changes. 
The immediate increase of the Federal courts 


in the vicinity of the great water highways of | 


the West is demanded, if not made imperative, 
by them in order to accommodate the new juris- 
diction and business of those courts, most of 
which will arise out of the commerce on those 
highways. ‘That business will always be essen- 


tially local in its origin, and it will be impos- | 
ing onerous and unjust hardships upon the | 


classes interested in it to require them to seek 
their remedies in remote courts holding their 


eral jurisdiction which demands a remedy 
But so the matter now stands, and hence in 
great part the present and imperative necessi:, 


for the passage of this bill. 


| an additional district in Indiana nor to re, 


| ditional terms. 


By this bill it is neither proposed to creat. 
the appointment of any additional weer ox 
cept two clerks or deputy clerks, to be paid jy 
fees only, nor to impose upon the Governnyoy: 
any additional expense except only the incon. 
siderable expense incident to holding the aa. 
Since the United States ha 
become by the late immense extension of j;< 
powers and jurisdiction a local 4s well as 9 
general Government, these have become indis. 
pensable, if not inevitable. The bill ought to 


| pass without objection. 


sessions at points in the States distant from 


the great water-courses. 


It is important in another view that these 


courts shall be speedily increased. ‘The inevi- 


table effect of the decisions cited by me is to | 


open a wide field for judicial disagreements 
and conflicting constructions between the Fed- 
eral and the State courts as to what particular 
cases and classes of cases belong to admiralty 


and maritime jurisdiction, and must therefore || 
It is safe to | 


be tried in the Federal courts. 


PAYMENT OF PENSIONS. 

Mr. LAWRENCE, Mr.Chairman, the chair. 
man of the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
penpogee in this House on yesterday to report 

ack for final action the bill introduced and 
referred to the committee on the 13th of Decem 


| ber entitled ‘‘A bill to define the duties of 


pension agents and prescribe the manner of 


|| paying pensions.’’ 


assume that fifty years of judicial decision and | 
interpretation will not suffice to fully define | 


the boundaries between the two jurisdictions. 


The citizens of the States will naturally prefer, | 


as being the cheapest and most convenient, 


| to go into their domestic courts for redress. 


Opposing litigants will quite as naturally seek 


to defeat the jurisdiction of those courts in | 


order to secure delay and other advantages, 


realor supposed. Ifit were practicable, there- 
fore, it is certainly desirable that the lederal 


people as the local courts are. 

It may be inquired why these two courts 
should both be located on the southern border 
of the State. 


each other—nearly two hundred miles by the 
river—and their size, importance, rapid growth, 
and future prospects, the cities of New Albany 
and Evansville are and will always continue to 


| be the chief commercial centers for the water- 


carried commerce of the State, out of which 
can grow extensive litigation subject alone to 
admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, and which 


_ must therefore be adjudicated by Federal courts. 


It is true Indiana has 9 short water boundary 
on the north, the commercial center of which 
is Michigan City, and from the business trans- 
acted on Lake Michigan there may arise some 


| causes cognizable in admiralty, but not many. 


But if such causes were ever so numerous 
the situation would not be thereby materially 
changed nor the demand for the passage of this 
bill in any degree reduced, because the act of 
Congress of February 26, 1845, as to all such 
causes not only saves to parties the right of 


It is because by reason of their | 
respective locations, their remoteness from | 


As this bill could only be considered at that 


| time by unanimous consent I felt it my duty 


to object, and I propose now briefly to state 
the reasons therefor and to present some views 
as to the duties of the Government to pension- 
ers and the proper mode of paying pensions. 
I objected to any action on the bill yester- 
day because it would have been impossible to 
have given it full and proper consideration. 
The bill to facilitate reconstruction in Georgia 
was the special order for discussion, and could 
not have been postponed but for a few moments 
at most, and any attempt to dispose of the 


ciettnaiaial lt Macdeditih-tnmatantiiertmaliie 4 pension bill must have been in great haste and 
; ct” ae ; sane || without a proper understanding of its pro- 


| visions. The whole system of paying pensions 
'and auditing pension accounts is cumbrous, 


expensive, and unjustto pensioners. ‘The bil! 
on which action was sought on yesterday isan 
improvement on the existing laws, but if passed 
into a law would not, as it seems to me, secure 
that complete reform which sound policy and 
justice require. 

The present system is expensive to the Gov- 
ernment and to pensioners. The following 
statement will present very nearly the annual 
cost of the present system : 


Fifty-nine pension agents’ commissions paid by the 


aE nicl ieee ienin is trian slenan $250,000 
| Fees paid these agents by pensioners author- 
SRE I BA as vdtcsevi endtctdeceins baited. csckiidebeCecces 200,000 
Average salary and expenses to each pension 
agent Over $7,600............sseeer shaleabialenviors - 
Twenty-seven clerksin Pension Office at an 
average annual salary of $1,609.......0......... 43,200 


any concurrent remedy at common law, but | 


also the right of trial by jury of all facts put in 
issue if either party require it, and any con- 
current remedy given by the laws of the State. 
In other words, that act amounts to a limita- 
tion of the powers granted by the act of 1789, 
as to cases arising upon the lakes and naviga- 
ble waters connecting the lakes. 
vs. Trevor, 4 Wallace’s R., 555.) 

if, therefore, a cause cognizable in admiralty 
arise on the lake boundary in Indiana, the 
party interested may institute his action in the 
State court and avail himself of the remedy 
provided by the State law, and on the trial of 


' any facts put in issue demand and have the 


benefit of a jury; but in such causes arising 
on the river boundary of the State none of 
these privileges can be enjoyed. ‘he jurisdic- 


tion of the kederal courts is there absolutely | 


a 


exclusive, and the right of trial by jury is 
denied in all such cases. These facts develop 


(The Hine | 


Twenty-two clerks in Second Comptroller's 
Office, Treasury Department, average an- 


nual Salary $1,600.............ssseccgeecsescessreceeees 35,200 
Twenty-two clerks in Third Auditor’s Office, 
average Salary $1,600.......06..:cc0cceeessee eeeeeses 35,200 


Other costs and agents’ fees estimated as paid 
by pensioners to collect pensions at $3 50 
mek by the two hundred and thirteen 
cegenand pensioners now on the pension- 
POLIS, asscced ella anal inlet cia 


TOtal....cssccescevecsee cvvesesessecenesencenes ossseevevees $1,309] W) 


Of this the Government pays $363,600, and 


745,51 na 





the pensioners $945, 500. 


The whole expense of paying pensions and 
auditing accounts ought not to be over $100,- 
000. I believe the present system should be 
abolished with allits machinery and fees. The 
Government would thus save annually $263,- 
000. The pensioners should be paid in every 
county in the United States without costs, fees, 
or charges to them, and thus they should be 
aeeed of the $274,550 now annually paid by 
them. 

The present system is attended with incon- 
venience and delay. 

With fifty-nine pension agents now, they are 
necessarily located ata great distance from the 
great mass of the pensioners. The mails are 
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urdened with powers of attorney, vouchers, 
and correspondence, adding still more ex- 

The e bill now before the Committee on In- 

lid Pensions proposes to continue these = 
soa agents, and expressly provides as follows : 
a 1. And be it further enacted, That as full com- 

aati yn for the preps iration of the voucher and all 

-herservice atte nding the payment of each pension 

ie pension agent shall a entitled to a fee of forty 

+s and no more, Which may be deducted from the 
count due each pensioner. 

; pensioners are paid semi-annually, this 

a exact from every pensioner eighty cents a 
vear out of the scanty allowance ms ade by the 
(Government. This is a reduction in some of 
the fees now exacted by law of pensioners, but 
| insist that they shall be paid without fee or 
charge of any kind. 

‘| his bill continues in force a va ee 
presen nt condi, and does not at all relieve 

nsioners of the many charges now exacted 
of them, nor of the inconvenience and delay 
of the present system. On the 10th of Decem- 
ber lintroduced a bill to abolish the fees now 

equired of pensioners by the pension agents ; 
but on further examination and reflection | 
he ave arrived at the conclusion that the office 

f pension agent should be abolished, and that 
a new system of paying pensions and auditing 
accounts should be adopted. 

It seems to me practicable to adopt a plan 
of paying pensioners bi-monthly through the 
assistant assessors or collectors authorized 
under the internal revenue laws. ‘They are 
located in almost every county in the United 
States and are accessible to every pensioner. 
[ therefore suggest a system something like 
this: let the Commissioner of Pensions at 
Washington furnish every assistant assessor 
a certified list of the names and post office ad- 
dress of every pensioner in his county or dis- 
trict, with a draft on the collector of the dis- 
trict or on any postmaster, payable to the order 
of the pensioner, to be delivered on sufficient 
evidence of identity of the pensioner. This 
draft returned to the Department at Washing- 
ton would be the only voucher to be audited. 
here are probably twelve hundred and fifty 
\ssistant assessors who would pay an average 
of less than two hundred pensioners. I would 
devolve the duty on them without any compens- 
ation other than their salary now allowed by 
law. Butif they should be paid an annual sal- 
ary of $100 each the annual cost to the Gov- 


ernment would only be $125,000, instead of 


250,000 paid now in commissions to the fifty- 
nine pension agents, and pensioners could be 
relieved of all charges, fees, orexpenses. The 
personal knowledge which the assessors would 
necessarily have of the pensioners would be one 
of thesafeguardsagainst Suaiibontha Treasyy. 

lo this plan might be added, if deemed 
necessary, payments through postmasters of 
the money-order offices, but it would probably 
not be necessary. 

[ have thrown out these suggestions hastily, 
but I will on all proper occasions urge upon 
the House some plan of reform, which is man- 
ifestly so much needed. The soldiers of the 
country expect it at our hands. One of them 
recently wrote me from Cleveland a letter, in 
which he says: 

“Your bill to abolish certain fees required of pen 
ioners, making it the duty of pension agents tomake 
up semi-annual papers for pensioners and adminis- 
ter oaths without the fees now required is something 

a reform, and the many thousands of poor, crip- 
pled soldiers will thank you most heartily for doing 
even a ths at little. It only costs us eighty cents a year, 
pension agents’ fees,) but we have thought many 
‘imes why did the Government exact that little? 
We are poor, indeed. I go into the Pension Office 

iraw my little mite, with my empty sleeve dang- 
ig by my side, following after me a poor fe sllow on 
utches, to wait our turn; while poor emaciated 
forms stretch out their bony fingers for their small 
share, others eager and anxious to get theirs and 
off, all wearing the sad face of distress and pov- 
erty . ‘lt is time we did say 


something in behalf of ourselves.” 
ay again you will be thanked by many a a 


wa. 
4ist Cona. 2p Sess.—-No. 21. 





Who can read this without feeling that to 
diminish the scanty pensions allowed to crip- 
pled soldiers by fees to agents is little better 
than robbery? Pensioners are the only per- 
sons of whom the Government exacts fees to 
get their dues. In their behalf I urge upon 
the Pension Committee and this House the 
necessity of prompt relief from the exactions 
to which they are now subjected. Let us unite 
economy in the administration of the Govern- 
ment with justice to the soldiers, and the grat- 
itude of a generous people will reward our 
labors. In the name of justice, and for very 
shame, let us abolish all fees and costs now 
exacted of the pensioners. While we annually 
strew the graves of dead soldiers with flowers 
in grateful remembrance of their patriotic 
deeds let us not forget our duties to those who 
survive. May God bless the soldiers of the 
Republic, their widows and orphans, and guide 
us in the performance of every duty to them 
and the country. 

Mr. COBURN obtained the floor, but yield- 
ed to 

Mr. WELKER, who moved that the com- 
mittee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. 
Dawes having taken the chair as Speaker pro 
tempore, Mr. Wasusvurx, of Wisconsin, re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole, pur- 
suant to order, had had under consideration 
the President’s annual message, and had come 
to no resolution thereon. 

TAX ON PASSENGER FARES. 

Mr. STEVENSON introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 705) to relieve passengers on street rail- 
roads, and to amend section one hundred and 
three of an act entitled ‘‘ An act to provide 
internal revenue to support the Government, 
to pay the interest on the public debt, and for 
other purposes,’’ approved June 30, 1864, and 
acts amendatory thereof; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 

TAX ON GAS CONSUMERS. 

Mr. STEVENSON also introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 706) to relieve consumers of gas, 
and to amend section ninety-four of an act 
entitled ‘‘ An act to provide internal revenue 
to support the Government, to pay the interest 
on the public debt, and for other purposes, 
approved June 30, 1864, and acts amendatory 
thereof; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 


SWAMP-LAND GRANT TO WISCONSIN. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 707) to grant certain 
islands to the State of Wisconsin as swamp 
lands, and for other purposes; which was re: id 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 


CREDENTIALS OF SOUTH CAROLINA MEMBERS 


Mr. CESSNA presented the credentials of 


B. ’. Wuirremore, C. C. Bowen,S. L. Hoe, 
and A. S. Wallace, as Representatives from 
South Carolina in the Forty-First Congress ; 
which were referred to the 
Elections. 

WAGON-ROADS IN ARIZONA. 


Mr. McCORMICK, of Arizona, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 708) authorizing the construc- 


tion of wagon-roads in the Territory of Arizona | 


and making an appropriation therefor; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on the Territories. 

Mr. WELKER. I move thatthe House now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
(at four o'clock and twenty-five minutes p. m. ) 
the House adjourned until Monday, the 10th 
of January next. 


Committee of 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, ; and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
Elizabeth Kenyon, of Fall River, Massachu 
setts, mother of John T. Kenyon, deceased, late 
& private in company A, first regiment Rhode 
Island cavalry, praying for a pension. 

Also, the memorial of Oliver C. 
69 others, merchants, ship-owners, and ship 
masters, of Hyannis, Massachusetts, praying 
for an appropriation to be made for repair o 
breakwater in harbor of Hyannis. 

By Mr. ELDRIDGE: The petition of Mrs 
Helena I. Smith, mother of Francis HU. C 
Smith, late a private in company I, one hun 
dred and seventy-fourth Nev ‘ 
for arrears of pension. 

By Mr. FARNSWORTH: The petition of 
S. S. Greenleaf and others, of Waukegan, 
Illinois, for the repeal of duty on hides. 

By Mr. HAWLEY: A petition of 59 em 
ployés at Rock Island arsenal, praying Con- 
gress for relief according to the terms of the 
eight-hour law passed by Congress in 1868. 

By Mr. LYNCH: A petition from letter 
carriers of Portland, Maine, for increase of 
compensation. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of T. 8S. 
Wallace and 82 others, citizens of Indiana, 
praying for a remission of the duty on hides. 

By Mr. PAINE: The petition of ‘GeorgeW il- 
liamson & Co., of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for 
remission of certain duties on railroad iron. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: A remonstrance of the 
flax manufacturers of Ohio, against the reduc 
tion of the tariff on jute. 

By Mr. SCOFIELD: A letter from the See 
retary of the Navy, asking authority to transfer 

certain appropriations. 

By Mr. STEVENSON: The petition of C. 
V. Beckmann, RobertSimms, William Holmes, 
M. Kleiner, and many others, citizens of Cin 
cinnati, praying such an amendment of section 
two, of the act of July 20, 1868, of the inter 
nal revenue law as will permit the distillation 
by distillers of grapes, apples, and peaches, to 
use drop-beer for distillation, setting forth that 
about one million dollars of revenue now lost 


Swi ft and 


A 


, 1 ? 
ork volunteer 


| might be secured by such a law. 


| by the Navy Department in the State o 


| the Senate of December 22, 1869, 


IN SENATE. ° 


1870. 


Monpay, January 10, 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
MAN, D. D. 

The Journal of Wednesday, December 22, 


1869, was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, com 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
information 
in relation to the United States arsenal build 
ings and grounds at Little Rock, Arkansas ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He'also laid before the Senate a letter of the 
Secretary of War, communicating, in obedi- 
ence to law, a statement of the contracts and 
purchases of the ordnance department dur- 
ing the year 1869; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter of t 
Secretary of War, submitting to the Senate a 
draft of a bill to provide for the disposition « 
useless military reservations ; which was r 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affair 
and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a report 
the Seeretary of the Navy, communicating, 
compliance with a resolution of the > 
December 16, 1869, information in rel: 


the amount of land claimed, held, or occupied 
f lor 


} 
ue 


enate 


ation | 
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ida for naval or other purposes ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Ie also laid before the Senate a report from 
the Attorney General, communicating, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate of 
December 22, 1869, a copy of the opinion of the 
Attorney General of July 29, 1869, relating 
to national cemeteries in the lately rebellious 
States ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented resolu- 
tions of the National Typographical Union, | 
adopted at a meeting held at Albany, New 
York, June 7, 1869, in favor of the favorable 
consideration of the bill for the establishment | 
of a postal telegraph; which was referred to | 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

He also presented resolutions of the Ger- | 
man Republican central committee of New 
York, upon the death of the late Hon. Edwin 
M. Stanton; which were ordered to lie on the 
table, 

He also presented resolutions of the com- 
mercial convention, held at Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, upon the subject of taxation ; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Georgia, praying the removal of the political | 
disabilities imposed upon W. 8S. Bagley, of that | 
State; which was referred to the select Com- 
mittee onthe Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SUMNER presented two memorials of 
citizens of Massachusetts remonstrating against 
granting the petition of George H. Corliss for 
the extension of his letters-patent of March 10, 
1849, for improvements in the steam-engine ; 
which were referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 

Mr. SUMNER. Lalso presenta petition of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
of Boston, Massachusetts, which is duly signed 
by Asa Gray, president, and Chauncey Wright, | 
recording secretary, in which they set forth 
that in view of the great importance of a full 
and accurate enumeration of the people, and of 
the light which it may throw upon the law of | 
population, the plan proposed by the committee 
of the House of Representatives, to whom this 


matter was referred, is well adapted to its pur- || 


pom, and they respectfully request that this, 
with its several details, especially including the 
prior schedules, with the several inquiries in 
regard to population and the independent corps 
of enumeration, be adopted for the next enum- | 
eration of the people in 1870. I move the 
reference of this petition to the Committee on 
the Revision of the Laws. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr, HOWARD, I present the petition of 
John M, Stanley, a citizen of the State which I 
in part represent, a very worthy gentleman and 
a very eminent artist, asking to have the duties 
on certain paintings that are now in Germany 
remitted, in order that he may import them 
free into the United States. It will be recol- 





lected by Senators that this is the same gen- 


tleman whose pictures, deposited in the Smith- | 


sonian Institution, in this city, were destroyed, 

in 1864 I think, by the destruction by fire of 

that building. 

referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 

Icommend it to the attention of that committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of |, 


citizens of Schooleraft, Michigan, praying for | 
the passage of a law abolishing the franking | 


the late Martin D. Stubbs, formerly a private in 
company G, eleventh Iowa volunteer infantry, 
praying for a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 
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| Bainbridge, Ohio, praying the enactment of a 


| 


| 





January 10. 


| 
He also presented a petition of citizens ,; 


law during the present session for the compu! 
ai” 


| sory prepayment of all domestic postages, ex. 


He also presented a memorial of citizens of || cept on such matter as may be entitled to fae 
| Iowa and Missouri, praying that the Consti- : 


tution may be so amended as to acknowledge 
the existence of Almighty God; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Henry county, Iowa, praying that a pension 
may be allowed the surviving soldiers of the 
war of 1812, and also to the widows of such as 
are deceased ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented the petition of C. 
ki. Rogers, postmaster at Carver, Minnesota, 
praying that he may be credited with $268 98, 
the amount of postage stamps and postage 
money stolen from him on October 29, 1869; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. TIPTON presented a preamble and reso- 
lutions of a mass meeting held at Nebraska 
city, Nebraska, declaring that Congress should 
accord belligerent rights to the people of Cuba; 
which were referred to the Committee on 
Yoreign Relations. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Ireceived some days since, 
and would have presented then if the Senate 
were in session, a memorial, very numerously 
signed by citizens of almost every State of this 
Union, asking Congress to grant belligerent 


rights to the people of Cuba and to recognize 


the independence of Cuba, which I ask may 
be received and duly referred. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It willbe referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. HAMLIN also presented a petition of 


Nimrod Hinds, of Dover, Maine, praying that || 


a pension may be allowed to himself and the 
other surviving soldiers of the war of 1812, and 
also to the widows of such as are deceased; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

He also presented the memorial of J. A. 


Cushing, a citizen of Washington, District of |! 


Columbia, complaining of the acts of the Wash- 


|| ington Gas-Light Company, and praying that 


| Congress may order an investigation into its 


I move that the petition be || 


privilege ; which was referred to the Committee || 


on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
Mr. HARLAN presented two petitions of | 
settlers on the Osage Indian lands, praying for 
the immediate ratification of the Osage treaty 
as amended April 21, 1869; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
He also presented the petition of Mrs. Sarah 


EF. Stubbs, of Mount Pleasant, Iowa, widow cf |! 


management, and regulate the measure and 
price of gas, for the protection of consumers 
from cupidity and fraud; which was referred 


|| tothe Committee on the District of Columbia. 


Mr. DRAKE presented the petition of August 
W. Schulenburg and others, of St. Louis, Mis- 


|| souri, praying for the admission, duty free, of 


soda-ash, caustic soda, sal-soda, bicarbonate 
of soda, and bleaching powder; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I present the memorial 
of Peter Parker, S. P. Chase, Joseph Henry, 
Joseph Casey, W. W. Corcoran, and George 
W. Riggs, a committee of the Washington Asso- 
ciation for the Relief of the Poor, in which they 
set out an unusual degree of destitution among 
a portion of the citizens of Washington, espe- 
cially the freedmen, who have been here now 
without the aid of the Freedmen’s Bureau ; and 


| they petition in very strong terms for immediate 


action by Congress to grant partial aid. The 
citizens have already contributed to a consid- 


| erable extent. I never could see any reason 


why the Government of the United States, 
which holds one third of the property in this 
city, should refuse to pay its portion of the 
taxes to support the poor, the needy, and the 
destitute. I move that this petition be referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
and I desire to call their especial attention to 
it, so that we may have prompt action upon it. 
It was so referred. 


Mr. SHERMAN pees resolutions of || 
' the Board of Trade o 


Cleveland, Ohio, adopt- 
ed on the 27th of December, 1869, praying 
Congress to enact at an early day a free bank- 
ing law, so that loaning money under a national 
law may no longer be a monopoly ; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 





| delivery by special enactment ; which wag ro. 
| ferred to the Committee on Post Offices 
Post Roads. 

He also presented three memorials of th» 
Board of Trade of Toledo, Ohio, praying that 
Toledo be made a port of entry; which wer 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented two petitions of citizey 
of Ohio, praying the enactment of a law abol 
ishing the franking privilege; which were rp 
ferred to the Committee on Post Offices ay 
Post Roads. 

He also presented a remonstrance of {lay 
| manufacturers of Ohio against the proposed 
change of duty on fabrics of flax ; which wa: 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SAWYER. I present the petition of 
P. M. Mayo and others, of Beaufort county. 
South Carolina, praying for the sale of ti. 
Government lands in Beaufort. It is perhaps 
known to the Senate that there is a consider. 
able quantity of lands which were bought by {} 
tax commissioners appointed under the diree: 
tax act of June 7, 1862, when they were offere; 
for sale for the direct tax. Those lands are 
lying there unimproved and in the present con. 
dition unimprovable. It is extremely desira 
ble that something should be done. This peti 
| tion requests a legislative enactment on the 
| subject. There is a bill before the Senate now, 
| known as Senate bill No. 252, on that subject, 
which was reported from the Committee oy 
Public Lands. I move the reference of thi 
| petition to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SAWYER also presented the petitio: 
| of Benjamin D. Roper, of Charleston, Sout} 
Carolina, praying for remuneration for prop 
| erty destroyed by order of Colonel Beecher, 
United States Army, in the spring of 1865 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims 

He also presented the petition of Marcu 
Reynolds, of Sumpter, South Carolina, pra; 
ing for compensation for property taken frou 
him by the United States Army in April, 150 
which was referred to the Committee on Claim: 

Mr. MORTON presented the petition . 
Moses Wertheim, and forty others, citizens : 
Fort Ritner, Lawrence county, Indiana, pra 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege 
which was referred to the Committee on Pos 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. WILLEY presented a petition of mea 
bers of the bar of southwestern Virginia. 
praying that the sessions of the United State 
district court may be held at the town of Chns 
tiansburg, in Montgomery county, in tha’ 
State; which was referred to the Commiti 
on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petitions of Walter 
R. Staples and Archer A. Phlegar, of Mont 
gomery county, Virginia, and of Samuel | 
Staples, of Patrick county, Virginia, praying 
for the removal of their political disabilities: 
which were referred to the select Committe: 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SPENCER presented a memorial au: 
joint resolutions of the General Assembly ‘ 
the State of Alabama, praying for an appropr! 
ation for the improvement of the bay and har 
bor of Mobile, Alabama; which were referre: 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of Neil Blue. 
of Montgomery, Alabama, praying that his po 
litical disabilities may be removed ; which wa 
referred to the Select Committee on the Ke 
moval of Politieal Disabilities. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a petition 0: 
| citizens of Crooked River and Ochoco villages. 
in Wasco county, Oregon, praying for te 
establishment of a post route between thei’ 
localities and Dalles City ; which was referre! 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Pos! 
Roads. 


and 
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He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Oregon, praying for the establishment of a 
‘youte from Salem, in Marion county, to 
~ eridan, in Yamhill county; which was re- 
+red to the Committee on Post Offices and 
s+ Roads. 
He also presented a petition of citizens of 
ne Creek, Goose Lake valley, Oregon, pray- 
for the establishment of a mail route from 
-ksonville, via Link river and Goose Lake 
y, to Camp Bidwell or Lake City, in Sur- 
-yalley, California; which was referred to 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
ile also presented the petition of Mrs. Can- 
. Griswold, widow of the late George Gris- 
11. who was killed in the Indian war in 
-egon in 1856, praying for a pension; which 
as referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. FENTON presented the petition of 
‘iver Brothers, of New York, praying for a 
ibsidy to enable them to maintain steam 
ommunication with certain ports in Europe; 
hich was referred to the Committee on:Com- 


ie also presented the petitions of Robert D. 
\MeLean and Ephraim S. Fisher, of Grenada, 
Mississippi, praying the removal of their polit- 
ical disabilities; which were referred to the 
select Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities. 

Mr. COLE presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco, Cal- 
ifornia, praying for the establishment of q 
postal telegraph system; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 


He also presented a joint resolution of the || 


Legislature of California in favor of the sus- 
pension for twelve months of the execution of 
the order of the Secretary of the Interior for 
the sale of the lands heretofore withdrawn for 


the benefit of the Southern Pacific railroad ; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands. 

Mr. PRATT presented the petition of Clara 
Morris, praying for compensation for losses 
incurred by her during her connection with the 
sanitary commission; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


Mr. THURMAN presented the petition of 
the Chamber of Commerce of Cincinnati, Ohio, | 


praying that Cincinnati may be made a port 
of entry; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I present resolutions 
which I think have just been presented by my col- 
league, also from the Legislature of the State of 
California, in reference to the lands heretofore 
withdrawn for or in consequence of the South- 
ern Pacific railroad, and asking certain legisla- 
tion in respect thereto. I present these reso- 
lutions now in order to give notice that I shall 
offer a bill, probably to-morrow, for the purpose 
of carrying out the views expressed in the 
resolutions. I move that they be referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WARNER presented a memorial of 
the General Assembly of the State of Alabama, 
prayipg an appropriation for the improvement 
of the harbor of Mobile; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, presented the |) 
petition of G. L. Randall, postmaster, and | 


other citizens of Riverside, Maine, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That J. G. Bigelow have leave to with- 
draw his memorial and other papers from the files 
of the Senate. 


On motion of Mr. NORTON, it was 


_ Ordered, That José Mirabal, Antonio Fernandez, 
Voncession Romero, and others, have leave to with- 
draw their petition, praying for the confirmation of 
their title to a certain tract of land in New Mexico, 
trom the files of the Senate. 








BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 361) to secure equal rights in the public 
schools of Washington and Georgetown ; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. HOWARD asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 362) regulating descents in the Territory 


| of Utah; which was read twice by its title, re- 


ferred to the Committee on Territories, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous | 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 363) to prohibit the sale of the public lands 
of the United States except to actual settlers ; 


| which was read twice by its title. 


Mr. HARLAN. I move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and printed ; and in making that motion I wish 
to say to the chairman of that committee that 


| I shall feel it my duty to press the bill to an 


early vote. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STEWART asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 364) restoring to preémption and home- 
stead lands containing coal beds ; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Publie Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 365) 


| to secure to all persons the equal protection of 


the laws; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 366) 
to change the boundaries of the State of Ne- 
vada ; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the Committee on Territories, and ordered 
to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 367) 
to abolish the franking privilege and to estab- 
lish a United States postal telegraphic system ; 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. STEWART. As that is a short bill of 
only one section I ask that it be read at length. 

The Secretary read as follows : 

Be it enacted, &c., That the franking privilege is 
hereby abolished; and the Postmaster General is 
hereby authorized, after advertising as in other cases, 
to contract with the lowest responsible bidders for 
the construction of telegraphic lines over the princi- 
pal mail routes of the United States, and to establish 
a postal telegraphic system in connection with the 
Post Office Department; and he shall regulate the 
charges upon telegraphing so that the revenues of 
the system shall, as nearly as possible, equal the cur- 
rent expenses for operating the same; and the con- 


struction account shall in no year exceed the charge | 


upon the Department of the franking privilege for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1869. 

Mr. STEWART. I move to refer the bill 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads, and that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORTON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 368) making it a misdemeanor to fit 
out or equip ships of war, or to sell or furnish 
arms or munitions of war with intent that 
they shall be employed in the service of any 
foreign prince or State to commit hostilities 
against the people of any province, district, or 
colony who are in a State of armed insurrec- 
tion against such foreign prince or state, and 


| providing for the forfeiture of such ship or 


| vessel; which was ordered to be printed, and 


lie on the table. 

Mr. ROSS asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 369) to establish an additional land dis- 
trict in the State of Kansas; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 370) 
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granting the Presidio reservation to the city of 
San Francisco for a public park; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked, and by unanimon: 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 371) to establish post routes in the State 
of Oregon; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimou 
consent obtained, leave to introducea bill(S. No. 
372) toregulate the appraisement and inspection 
of imports in certain cases, and for other pur 
poses; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 90) for the relief of cer- 
tain officers of volunteers; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 

| Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 91) to authorize payment 
for the loss and use of horses furnished by the 
men of the first, second, and third Indian 
regiments in the late war; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DRAKE asked, and by unanimous con 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso 
lution (S. R. No. 92) for the relief of certain 
, contractors for the construction of vessels of 
| war and steam machinery; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MORTON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 93) declaring that no 
State has power to enforce any tax or duty 
upon any passenger traveling into, through, 
or from, to any other State, ‘Territory, or dis 
trict of the United States, and has no power 
by contract with any corporation or individual! 
engaged in the transportation of passengers o1 
as a condition in any charter to reserve to 
itself any portion or part of the gross receipts 
from such passengers, and that it is the duty 
of Congress by appropriate legislation to pre 
vent the collection of such tax or duties upon 
passengers; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be priuted. 

Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous consen 
| obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution 
| (S. R. No. 94) for the relief of J. R. Clark; 
| which was read twice by its title, referred to 

the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. MORTON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 96) to place the name of 
Charles Pendleton on the Navy Register a: 
lieutenant commander on the active list ; which 

| was read twice by its title, referred to the Com 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 95) as to the redemption 
of United States notes; which was read twice 
by its title. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
be read at length. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution, as 
follows: 

Resolved, &e., That the Secretary of the Treasurs 
is hereby authorized and required to redeer in « 
such United States Treasury notes as may be p: 
sented for redemption, at the rate of one dollar 
coin for one dollar and twenty cents in Treasur 

| notes, and such notes so redeemed shall be used tur 
| the purchase of the bonds of the United States bea 
ing interest at the rate of six per cent. per annumin 
gold. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, that reso- 
| lution is intended, as far as possible, to fix the 
| maximum price of gold at 120. No compulsion 


L ask that that resolution 








is contemplated ; but, if persons holding greeén- 
hacks prefer, they can have gold at the rate of 
$1 in gold for $1 20in currency upon present- 
ation, or they can keep and use their Treasury 
notes, as they see proper. I believe, under 
that resolution, if adopted, all the fluctuation 
in gold would be between 120 and a lower 
price in currency. 
be referred to the Committee on Iinance, and 
printed, 
‘The motion was agreed to. 
NOTICK OF A BILL 


Mr. HOWE. I rise to give notice that 


to-morrow I shall ask leave to introduce a bill | 


I move that the resolution | 


more effectually to preserve the neutral rela- | 


tions of the United States. 
HAYDEN'S GEOLOGICAL REPORT. 

Mr. POMEROY submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing: 

Pesolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
Senate two thousand extra copies of Professor Hay- 
den’s report of geological surveys in Colorado and 
New Mexico, conducted under the authority of the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

FORT RIPLEY RESERVATION, 

Mr. RAMSEY submitted the following reso- 
lution ; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to inform the Senate whether, in his opinion, there 


(hat the colonists are reguired, for the meresup- 
port of the Government, to contribute the enormous 
sum of seventeen pounds sterling, per capita, of the 
population, while public improvements are unpro- 
vided for and education neglected. 

* That wearehardly able to pay more than a moiety 
of £14,000 sterling, being the requirements of the 
Government for this year. 

* That the finances of the colony are consequently 


| in a deplorable condition, and that the Government 
| and the people are embarrassed and verging on in- 


solvency. 

**That we are almost entirely dependent on the 
neighboring portions of the United States for the 
necessaries of life, which are subject to heavy duties 
on arrival in the colony, whileon the other hand our 


few exports are subject to such restrictive burdens | 


by the United States tariff as almost to amount to 
exclusion. 

“That unfavorable comparisons are made between 
the colony and the neighboring American Territories, 
and that we have lost many of our best citizens who 
have found permanent homes in the United States. 

*Thatshould noimmediate steps be taken to arrest 
the exodus and redress other enumerated grievances 
the colony will soon become depopulated. 

“That we look in vain for immigration from Eng- 
land, as we are too poor to compete with the other 
colonies for population, and also in consequence of 
the great distance of the colony from the center of 
trade. 

That as our only connection with the outer world 
eonsists ofan American steam line with San Fran- 
cisco, our only chance of immigration is from the 
United States unless adirect steam line with Panama 
were established. 

“That although the council of the colony, consist- 
ing of two thirds of the officers, have voted for 


| confederation with Canada, it is doubtful that the 


is any further occasion to retain. the reservation at || 
ort Ripley, Minnesota, for military purposes, and | 


whether it might not be restored, with advantage to 
the public interests, to the body of public lands for 
settlement. 


ARTIFICIAL FOR DISABLED SOLDIERS. 

Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by: unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of making 
some additional provision by law for the purchase of 
artificial legs for disabled soldiers. 

REMOVAL OF EMPLOYS. 


Mr. HARLAN submitted the following res- 


LEGS 


olution; which was considered by unanimous 


consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate be instructed to inquire and 
report who of the old employés of the Senate have 
been dropped from the rolls since the close of the 
last Congress, and whether such changes have been 
made with the concurrence ofthe Vice President or 
of said committee. 


SPECIE PAYMENTS. 
Mr. CORBETT submitted the following res- 
olution; which, was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be, and 
hereby are, instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of enacting a law whereby the national banks shall 
becompelled hereafter to retain semi-annually the 
gold interest paid them upon their bonds held by the 
Governmenttosecure theircirculating notes until the 
amount shall reach a sum equal to the amount now 
provided by law to be held as their reserve in legal 
tenders, and to be retained as a reserve in place of 
and as a substitute for legal tenders, that they may 
be in condition at some future day to resume specie 
payments, 


BRITISH COLUMBIA, 


Mr. CORBETT submitted the 
preamble and resolutions: 


Whereas it is believed that it is the earnest desire 
of the people of British Columbia to be annexed to 
the United States of America, as appears from the 
following petition of the people to the Queen, which 
reads as follows: 

“The petition of the undersigned, your Majesty's 
most loyal subjects, resident in the colony of British 
Columbia, most humbly showeth : 

That we emigrated to this colony from various 
portions of your Majesty's kingdom and its depend- 
encies for the purpose of creating for ourselves and 
eee permanent homes and bettering our condi- 

ion 


oor 


following 


That having severed the tie which bound us te 
our country and abandoned the most sacred associa- 
tions of our homes, and having borne hardships and 
sufferings innumerable, we find ourselves after years 
of labor and toil poorer than when we arrived, dis- 
heartened at the gloomy prospects of our future, and 
apprehensive for the welfare of our families. 

“That the white population, which numbered 
twenty thousand souls three years ago, scarcely now 
amounts to eight thousand. 

“The trade, in consequence of the population, is 
ruined. 








| 
| 
| 
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benefits to arise therefrom will be felt for many years, 
owing to the great tract of unsettled land between 
the extreme points, unless a steamship line with 
Panama were also established. 

“That we submit to your Majesty’s gracious con- 
bring prosperity back to 


our homes, to wit: either that your Majesty’s Gov- 


| ernment be pleased to relieve us immediately of the 


expense of our excessive staff of officials, assist the 


| establishment of a British steamship line with Pan- 


ama, so that emigrants from England ean reach us, 
and also assume the debts of this colony; or that 
your Majesty will graciously permit the colony to 
become a portion of the United States. 

That every feeling of loyalty and every cherished 
sentiment of our hearts prompt us to cling to our 
mother country, and to count as our best inherit- 
ance our birthright as Britons. But all our com- 
mercial and business relations are so intimate with 
the neighboring American population that we see 
no other possible help out of our present difficulties 
than by being united with them, unless your Ma- 
jesty’s Government will help us as aforesaid. 

“That we know that the object nearest your Ma- 
jesty’s heart is the welfare of our people, and that 
no traditional policy of your Government will inter- 
pose with the advancement of this object. 

‘Phat in this belief we place our unhappy condi- 
tion before you, convinced that your Majesty will 
give us a gracious hearing and adopt that course 
which will be most conducive to the welfare of this 
colony. 

‘That unless we can obtain population from Eng- 
land, a direct British steam line from Panama, and 
an overland route from Canada, as the only feasible 
solution of the depression under which we suffer 
and the means most acceptable to the large amount 
of English people of the colony, we pray that your 
Majesty will cause such steps to be taken as your 
Majesty in your wisdom will deem proper for the 
speedy transter of the colony of British Columbia to 
the United States. And should the prayers of your 
vetitioners be granted your petitioners, as in duty 

ound, will ever pray, &c.”’ 

And whereas questions of difference exist between 
the Government of Great Britain and the United 
States as to the boundary line between their respect- 
ive territories; and whereas the United States claim 
that they have suffered great loss by reason of ves- 
sels being fittedout in British waters to cruise against 
and destroy American commerce; and whereas it is 
difficult to calculate and settlein money the damage 
done to said commerce and the Government of the 
United States by the prolongation of war, to the 
great injury andsuffering of our people; and whereas 
it is the desire to establish the most friendly rela- 
tions with Great Britain upon a firm and enduring 
basis: ‘Therefore, 

Le it resolved, ‘That the Secretary of State inquire 
into the expediency of proposing to Great Britain to 
include in any treaty for the adjustment of all mat- 
ters of difference between the two Governments an 
article for the transfer of British Columbia to the 
United States. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the preamble and resolution are be- 
fore the Senate. 

Mr. CORBETT. 
troduced this resolution thinking that perhaps 
it may lead to the adjustment of the difficulties 
between our own Government and that of 
Great Britain, commonly called the Alabama 
claims. ‘The importanee to the United States 
of the early settlement of those claims and the 
firm establishment of friendly relations with 


'| shall be very brief in what [ have to say. 


Mr. President, I have in- | 
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Great Britain must be apparent to all. 4 
petition of the people of British Colum), 
seems to open up a way that may lead to 4) 
settlement of those questions. It would | 
difficult, in my opinion, for the British G, 
ernment to compensate the Government of th, 
United States for the losses that we sustaing, 
during our late war by the concession of a), 
moneyed consideration ; but the concession » 
this territory, valueless to a great extent , 
Great Britain, but which may in future yo. 
be valuable to us, perhaps may be the basis, 
such a settlement. 

A great proportion of the people of Britis) 
Columbia are emigrants from the United States. 
who went there during the early gold feyo,. 
called the Frazer river excitement. They ey). 
grated there for the purpose of mining. © Tho, 
became identified with British Columbia to | 
great extent, building extensive buildings j, 
Victoria, investing their money, thinking tha: 
in the future it would be a place of great jm. 
portance. But since the gold excitement ha: 
died away that country has to a great exter: 
receded in its prosperity, and_now the peop| 
look to annexation to the United States fy; 
their future prosperity. In my opinion the dj 
criminating tariff duties of the United States 
against British products and against the prod 
ucts of these colonists must always keep them 
inastate of dependency, and therefore it see 
not only proper but right that those colonies 
should be annexed to the United States. |; 
would be not only an advantage to our own 
Government, but [ have no doubt it would be 
a source of advantage to the British Govern. 
ment, in relieving them of a large amount o! 
expense which to the United States tvould |y 
comparatively small. If it were annexed to 
the United States it would be rapidly settled 
and occupied by the large population that i 
flowing to us each year from Europe. I trust 
that the resolution will be adopted, and that 
this question will be considered by the United 
States and by the British Government. 

Mr. HOWARD. Iask for the reading of 
the resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resoluti: 
will again be reported, omitting the pream) 

The Secretary read the resolution. 

Mr. SUMNER. Does the Senator propose 
that that should be referred to a committee! 
Mr. CORBETT. It is merely an inquiry. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is it for rele 
ence, or the action of the Senate ? 

Mr. CORBETT. It is for the action of th 
Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then I move that the re 
olution be referred to the Committee on For. 
eign Relations. 

Mr. CORBETT. 

Mr. HOWARD. 


I have no objection to that. 
Mr. President, I do not 


| wish to occupy the time of the Senate, and | 


Tam 
very glad that the subject has been thus brought 
before the Senate and to the attention of the 


/ country. Many of us, perhaps, are not entire! 


acquainted with the vast extent of territory 
known as British Columbia. Whether there 
be any regular boundary established by law, or 
even by usage, | do not know. One thing, how- 


| ever, is certain, that this region does embrace 


all between the Pacifie ocean and the crest 0! 
the Rocky mountains onward to the north to 


. ° ll, 
' the Arctic sea, and I suppose, geographical' 


speaking, it would embrace also the region eas! 


of the crest of the Rocky mountains onwar! 


| the 


to perhaps Hudson bay, or the parallel 0! 
Hudson bay, comprising in the whole an es 
tent of country more than half the present siz 
of the United States, extending from the tor'y 
ninth degree of latitude north on to the Arctic 
sea. It is in my opinion very desirable tha’ 
ublic attention should be directed to t! 
condition of things in this region. I have bees 


informed, from a very credible source, that th 
people—and there are not many of them, to »« 
sure-—are very anxious either to be acknow - 
edged and recognized by the government 0! 


1870. 
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ls iV. 


da asa regular territory or dependence of | 
wvernment of Canada with the power of | 


J legislation, or to be annexed to the Uni- 
tes. ‘There are various reasons why this 
course should be adopted. ‘They are 


iota 
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Mr. CORBETT. I have no objection to 
that. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Itisso ordered. 
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the suggestions of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
can do it by asking and obtaining unanimous 
consent. 


G tit merous; so numerous that I shall not || , 4 message from the President of the | nited Mr. STEWART. No; let the resolution 
oft y nume eo ae . States, by Mr. O. E. Bancock, his Secretary 1. a 
wt ertake at this time to go into them. ? ‘d that the Presiden 954 be taken up first. 
on There bave been difficulties in what is known of Heal ad on seen ei pee os nd 7 The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
f a -the Red river country, lying directly north || of Decem “ 1869, approved an¢ signed the | on the motion of the Senator from Nevada. 
= ° the State of Minnesota. There is now ex- bill (S. No. ~81) to promote the reer The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
ent sno there a sort of insurrection. The people of the State of Georgia ; and the joint resolu- || 1. in Committee of the Whole. proceeded to 
y . very much dissatisfied with the condition tion (S. I. No. 89) ee exisung pro- consider the joint resolution (S. R. No. 85) de 
. which they have been left by the recent | ¥''0"S of law for taking the census. claring Virginia entitled to representation in 
>: ade between the Hudson Bay Company and STATE OF VIRGINIA. the Congress of the United States. 
aa the Government of Canada. They are, so to Mr. STEWART. I now move to postpone J he resolution w as read, as follows : 
fon peak, left out in the cold. 1 heir means of || all prior orders and proceed to the considera. He penoed tp Re Bingis Cae nase Saree 
yen mmunicaion we the Remy. o. we orien tion of the Joint resolution (S. R. No. 50) de- led, That the State of Virginia is entitled to repre- 
“Thy rid eae + tect, ae the only || claring Virginia entitled to representation in sentation in the Congress of the United States. 
a to puree of trade w on oC ane value to them | the Congress of the United States. Mr. STEWART. I will state in brief to the 
ngs consists of the market * nT t nited States. _ The- VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator | Senator from Massachusetts and the Senate 
¢ th: rom the aan eh hi ern 3 do Ros from Nevada moves to postpone the unfinished the condition of this joint resolution and the 
at im think 4 Ser vr tt l eS seen read here business which 1s now pending, with aviewof investigation that has been had. It will be 
nt h: ites the numver of the population at a sul- taking up the joint resolution indicated byhim. | recollected that we passed a Series of meas- 
axten siently high figure. l am credibly informed Mr. SUMNER. I hope my friend will not ures known as the reconstruction measures, in 
a t the resident population of the Red river | ask us to proceed with that joint resolution | which it was provided that when the States 
es { dement, so called, or, in other words, what || to-day. i et 7 which had been in rebellion performed certain 
ied was anciently known as Lord Seikirk’s settle- || Mr.STEWART. I most certainly shallask | acts therein named they should be admitted 
Seat nent, amounts to nearly twenty thousand. | the Senate to proceed with it. Ithink Virginia | to representation in Congress, thereby pledz- 
a \Vhat the number of the population is on the |, is entitled to her dayin the Senate now. ‘This | ing the faith of the Government to admit them 
= vesl side of the Rocky mountains in British || resolution was passed over before the recess in when they had complied with those terms. 
ial Columbia proper Iam not able to say, but I || order that amendments might be offered. They | Several of the States did comply, and were ad- 
oni ippose it must reach from twenty to twenty- || have been offered, and it is highly important mitted by a resolution without any consider- 
s | five thousand, = || that we should decide the question whether | able opposition. Georgia complied in part ; 
hat Mr. RAMSEY. If the Senator will allow || Virginia shall be represented or not. — but before her Senators were admitted here 
‘ld by me, as I presume he does not wish to labor Mr. SUMNER. Will the Senator listen to her Legislature revolutionized her govern- 
ie inder a mistake in this respect, the population || the penabts de Fe us) ment, as some of us thought, and placed her in 
unt pay wb been claimed “0 be over irom twelve | Mr. STEWART. This is a very unreason- _ hostility to the whole reconstruction measures. 
whe ) filteen thousand for the Red river country. able request. fy A : Congress felt authorized in that case to place 
ed | Mr. HOW ARD. Very well. It is a very | Mr. SUMNER. The Judiciary Committee, Georgia back where she was before she ex- 
etth nsiderable settlement, and from the little |! as I understand—but there I am subject to | pelled the colored members and committed 
hat 3 westigation | have been able to give respect: | correction—has made no _particular inguiry | other acts in hostility to the whole programme 
r true the quality of that country in the lower || Into tlie actual condition of Virginia, as it did | of reconstruction as laid down by Congress. 
d tha itudes of it { am prepared bag say that it is |) into the actual condition of Georgia. Iamnot Virginia did not vote at the time fixed in those 
Twit pon the whole a very desirable country, pro- || aware that any witnesses have been examined | laws. She had formed her constitution, but 
iuctive of almost all the cereals, greatly pro- || or any evidence taken in regard tosome ofthe | failed to submit it tothe people. No election 
Se \uctive in furs and other things which are of || reports of the fearful condition of certain parts | was held under it. During the last session an 
7 alue in trade and commerce. | of this State at the present moment. Now, I! | act was passed allowing that constitution to 
But [ cannot exactly agree with the sugges- || suggest to my friend whether it is not expe- be submitted to the people of Virginia and 
ome yn contained in this resolution—the Senator dient that there should be a careful inquiry into | allowing them to vote on it in part. That was 





rom Oregon will pardon me—that we are to 
wcept of British Columbia as a payment for 
the Alabama claims. 

Mr. CORBETT. The Senator mistakes the 
inguage ofthe resolution. It merely provides 
hat that shall be included as one of the arti- 

cles in the settlement. 

Mr. HOWARD. In the settlement of those 

claims I should have no objection to accept- 


the actual condition of things in Virginia, that 
the committee may be able to communicate 
the result to the Senate, so that we may act 
deliberately and intelligently. I see in the 
papers this morning an able and elaborate 
paper setting forth the condition of things in 
Tennessee. Does that not teach the Senate the 
inexpediency of precipitating any of these re- 


'| cently rebel States back into theUnion ? Letus 


done. An election was held, and the Presi- 
dent of the United States tells us—and he had 
the matter examined by his oflicers—that Vir- 
ginia has complied in all respects with the recon- 
struction acts. 

I think that if she had failed to comply in 
any important material we should have notice 
of the fact. General Canby has examined the 


he re oa , a reports that came to him. ‘There were com- 
» For bg in part payment, and a very small part if || consider their condition and act on evidence. plaints made tq him in regard to some elec- 
you please, the territory contemplated by the || If I could have my way I should like to have | tions. He examined them and found that the 
aha esolution; but I am not going just now to || this joint resolution go back to the committee | elections were substantially regular. [xam- 
Ague sive my consent to accept of this region of || again in order to give the faitifu!, loyal people | ination so far as complaints were made to him 
and | country, even if it shall be tendered by Great || in Virginia an opportunity of being heard. I | has already been made, and we have General 
a britain, at the sum of about two hundred mil- || wish to give the loyal people their day in the | Canby’s report to that effect. ‘That re port is 
ough — dollars, which I suppose to be the figure ] Senate, their day before the committee. Ilave | before the Reconstruction Committee of the 
of t on damages in respect to the Alabama | they hadit? Lunderstandnot. [understand | House in manuscript. I believe it is notin 
atin claims. I hold that England is bound to pay || that the loyal people of Virginia have not been | print. I sawit in manuscript. He finds that 
ritOry io the United States, or to her suffering citi- || heard by the committee on this question. the elections were fair. 
aot zens who were damaged by her cruisers and |! Mr. STEWART. This question The constitution of Virginia I have before 
wer. corsairs, the cold sash suflicient to indemnify The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom | me. It is certainly a republican constitution. 
ies them for the willful trespass committed upon || Nevada will suspend foramoment. TheChair | This constitution was adopted by an almost 
:brac: neir property. $PRMREINENT mM || desires to state that he deems it his duty, and | unanimous vote of that people. It requires 
~eak of P he \ IC) PRESIDEN I’. The Senator | by the suggestion of Senators he will deem it | every person who takes an office to swear that 
rth t from Michigan will suspend hisremarks. ‘The || right, to ehforce the eleventh rule of theSenate _ he will recognize the equality of all men be- 
hicall a hour having expired, the unfinished || strictly; that is that debate upon a motion to | fore the law. Virginia has decided to carry out 
aed usiness of the last day’s session is before the | take up a bill shall not be on the merits of the | this constitution by almost a unanimous vote. 
ad : cnate, being the bill (S. No. _291) to encour- proposition. The Senate have seen duringthe | I see that the amendment of the Senator from 
Hel of ige and promote the International Industrial || last days before the recess that debate pro- | Massachusetts has reference to the test-oath. 
avg UX Libition to be held in W ashington city in | gressed on such a motion and several bills were | When that question came up the Legislature, 
=¥ ‘ue year 1871, and the pending question is on || discussed, not only the bill proposed to be before proceeding, had the matter submitted to 
Riek the motion of the Senator from Nevada, [Mr. || taken up, but several other bills. the President; he referred it to the Attorney 
Areti STEWART, } to recommit the billtothe Commit || Mr. STEWART. I will not reply to tae | General, and we have the opinion of the Attor- 
le tha Me the pustriet of Columbia. _ || Senator from Massachusetts until after the | ney General that that oath need not be admin 
Lag meh HOW ARD. I have nothing more to || joint resolution is taken up. x ; istered to the members of the Lé gislature. 
e ber The the resolution before the Senate. | The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does They were very careful and particular in fo! 
sat the oi he V (CE PRESIDENT. If there be no || not desire to arrest the remarks of the Senator lowing all the statutes and aii the requirements. 
1, to be jection the preamble and resolution offered || from Nevada. He only deems it his duty to The commanding general says the lection 
know! »y the Senator from Oregon will be referred || confine the Senate strictly to the eleventh rule. was a fair one. I believe that the people of 
aad to the Committee on l’oreign Relations, Mr. STEWART. I should like to reply to ' Virginia have complied as nearly as possible 
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with every condition of the law, and I cannot 
see what excuse Congress has for refusing to 
receive them now. We have declared that we 
would admit them. 

it has been suggested that Virginia may do 
as Tennessee has done, or as Georgia has done, 
and violate faith. Because we fear that they 
will break faith is that any reason we shall sei 
them the example? Shall we violate the faith 
of the Government when we pledged that on 
performing these acts which have been per- 
formed they should be received? Let me say 
to my friend from Massachusetts that it is ex- 
tremely dangerous for us to break faith with 
this people now—extremely dangerous to the 
cause. We have the pledge of the State; we 


port of the billin the case of Virginia was 


have the pledge of the great body of the people | 


io enforce equal rights and protect all men; 
ind J arm disposed to take that pledge. There 
nay be some way of finding a remedy if they 
should break it ; but if we break our faith now 
that will be an excuse for them to break theirs. 
| for one, when I participated in the passage of 
these laws, desired that the people of Virginia 
and every other State shouldcomply with them; 
and if the Democrats, if the rebels do it, it is 
gratifying to me. It reénforces those who 


desire exact and equal justice; it strengthens |, 
the Government; and if the Democrats have | 


agreed to protect all men in their rights, have 


ratified the fourteenth and fifteenth amend- | 


iments, have gone before the country with this 
pledge upon their banner, guarantying equal 


rights and favoring the fourteenth and fifteenth | 
amendments, is it right for us to keep them | 
out? Are we to say that we will not receive | 


them now? Does anybody doubt that they 
would be received if they were Republicans? 


| cated by another. 


better fixed in the view of the committee; 
that it was understood with more certainty ; 
that there was less room for misapprehension 
on the state of the case of Virginia than there 
was in the case of Georgia; so that the report 
comes quite as well advised, I think, in the case 
of Virginia as it did inthe othercase. I hope, 
therefore, that there will be no idea from the 
remarks of the Senator that there is any reason 
why the billshould return to the committee. If, 


on the other hand, the Senator wishes to dis- | 
cuss it, and wishes to discuss as a substitute for | 


it his amendment, and is not ready to proceed 


with that discussion now, there is a reason, || 


which I shall be very glad for one to assent to, 


looking to a postponement, not long, of the | 


consideration of the bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I am obliged 
to the Senator from New York for the explan- 
ation which he has made in regard to the action 
of the committee. In making the statement 
that I did I spoke from information communi- 
I supposed that it was en- 
tirely accurate. If, however, the committee 
has done all that it can properly be called on 


'to do, that throws upon the Senate itself the 


Suppose the Republicans had carried the State || 


and done the same things, does anybody doubt || 


‘hat they would have been received at once? 
We have a right to see that every State has a 


| 


republican form of government; but we have || 


no right to legislate to make them belong to 
the Republican party as such. Here is a State 
that has done all that we required. 
deceive us, but if they do it will be worse for 
them, 
We cannot afford to promise to let them in and 
then deny or delay their admission. 
ought to pass at once. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator from Nevada only anticipated the motion 
which I intended, as the Chair knows, to sub- 
init to the Senate; but meanwhile, before the 
expiration of the morning hour, I learned that 
one Senator at all events, the Senator from 


Massachusetts, who has introduced a bill on | 


this subject, found reasons of convenience and 
reasons otherwise for preferring a consideration 


of the present bill at a time somewhat later than | 


this morning. Although I agree entirely that 
the question of Virginia ought to be acted upon 
and acted upon promptly, and although I may 
say I do not see my way clear to refuse restor- 
ation to Virginia as some other Senators seem 
to do, I should be quite reluctant to so vote or 
to so act as to prevent a deliberate and fair 
consideration of this question. Certainly itis 
a very grave question; and certainly we are 
admonished of its gravity by events which have 


occurred in other States; and if there be any | 


reason, concerning even the convenience of 
Senators, leading to its postponement for a 
time, I should be quite unwilling to stand in 
the way of that disposition of the bill. 


They may | 


But we cannot afford to deceive them. | 
|| sion. 


This bill | 


| 


Mr. President, I rose chiefly to answer a re- | 
mark made by the honorable Senator from | 


Massachusetts which imputed to the commit- 
tee a somewhat casual mode of considering the 
case of Virginia, and casual as compared with 
that bestowed upon Georgia. The Senator is 
under the impression that in the case of Geor- 
gia witnesses were called and testimony taken 
by the Judiciary Committee. That was not so 
in the case of Georgia, nor do I think it would 
be ai all proper in th 
I may say that the condition of things upon 
which the Judiciary Committee based its re 


present responsibility. We must consider the 
question if the committee are not to consider 
it further, and how can we consider it properly 
except on the evidence ? 

Now, Lam assured that there are resolutions 
of public meetings in different parts of Virginia, 
that there are papers, letters, communications, 
all tending to throw light on the actual condi- 
tion of things in that State which in the course 


| of a short time, of a few days at furthest, will 


be presented to the Senate. 

Under these circumstances, I submit most 
respectfully, and without preferring any request 
with reference to myself, that the measure 
should be allowed to go over for a few days, per- 
haps for a week, till Monday next, and that it 
then should be taken up and proceeded with to 
the end. My object is that when the Senate acts 
on this important measure it may act wisely, 


| with adequate knowledge, and so that hereafter 


it may have no occasion to regret its conclu- 
How many are there now, sir, who on 
the information in our papers to-day would not 
recall the vote by which Tennessee was declared 
entitled to her placeasa State? You, sir, have 
read that report signed by the Representatives 
of ‘Tennessee and by her honored Senator here, 
to my right, [Mr. Browniow.] From that 
you will see the condition of things in that 
State at this moment. Is there not a lesson, 
sir, in that condition of things? Does it not 
teach us to be cautious before we commit this 
great State of Virginia back to the hands of 
the people that have swayed it in war against 
the national Government’? Sir, this isa great 
responsibility. Jam anxious that the Senate 


_should exercise it only after adequate knowl- 
_edge and inquiry. 


I do not believe that they 
have the means at this moment of coming toa 


popper determination. 


ow, if the Senator from New York, who 


| perhaps represents the committee on this occa- 
' sion, who certainly is a member of the com- 


mittee, would consent that the bill should go 
over till next Monday I certainly then should 
make no objection to its being proceeded with 
to the end. 

Mr. FOWLER. Mr. President-—— 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator from Ten- 
nessee will pardon me fora moment. I wish 
to set the Senator from Massachusetts right. 
[ in no sense represent the committee on this 
subject. I intended, as I observed, to make 
the motion which was made by the Senator 
from Nevada, and should have made it if he 


| had notdone so; but I have no right whatever 


'| to speak for the committee except so far as 


my membership of it enables me to speak of 


lo I | what was done. 
e case of Virginia. I think | 


Now, if the Senator from Massachusetts is 


not prepared himself to proceed with the dis- 


cussion of the bill there is a reason which I 
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shall be very glad to have for my own ya 
postponing it. If, however, he puts jt yy, 
the general ground that the Senate hag no; “ 
the light by which to proceed, then Iam be ae 
to say that I think we shall be quite 
in the dark practically on Monday next org), 
other recent day as we are now. [ think th: 
Senate has at its command the facts by which 
and upon whichto act. I think the committe, 
had; and I think we all havenow. Theres, 
if | was wrong in supposing that the Senator 
for his own convenience, because he was »,, 
ready to proceed now, wished a postponemoy, 
then I should find myself without the reac», 
on which I intended to rely in voting to post. 
pone the bill. For the general reasons }, 
assigns, I think it may as well be considers 
now. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President—~— 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senato, 
from Tennessee [ Mr. FowLer] was recognize, 
but yielded to the Senator from New York. | 

Mr. HOWARD. I wish to say but a wor) 

Mr. FOWLER. Very well. i 

Mr. HOWARD. I understand, Mr. Pres; 
dent, that the two houses of the Virginia Leg: 
lature elected at the recent election under th 
proclamation of the President consist, aboy: 
two thirds of them in each house, of person; 
who cannot take the test-oath required by the 
act of 1862; that about two thirds of each hiouse 
are well-known and recognized rebels who gay» 
aid and comfort tothe rebellion ; that the act o! 
Congress forbade the election of any such pe: 
son to either house of the Legislature. They 
cannot take the oath truthfully, and ought no 
therefore to present themselves as members o! 
the Legislature. 

This is a point of very great importance to 
me, I confess. I wish to be better informed 
as to what the fact really is in regard to th 
qualifications of the members of the two houses, 
At present I am very poorly informed, and | 
dare say the majority of this body have n 
better information upon the subject than | 
have. But if it be the fact that about two 
thirds or more than two thirds of each hous 
of the Legislature is rebel, and unable to tak 
the oath of 1862, I think we may very proper! 
hesitate in regard to Virginia, as we have 
hesitated in regardto Georgia. I wish to mak: 
inquiry. 

ir. STEWART. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Tennessee, was recognized, but yielded 
to the Senator from New York. 

Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator frou 
Tennessee yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. FOWLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STEWART. It may be that there a 
two thirds, or perhaps even three fourths, ' 
the members of the Legislature who canno! 
take the test-oath. If there are that number, 
and you now impose the requirement of th 
test-oath, it is obvious that you destroy th 
Legislature entirely. If Congress makes 4 
Legislature by putting the minority party! 
power, of course it will go out of power at th 
first election ; and then who will be in power’ 
Those unrepentant rebels you speak of, who 
have opposed this Government—the extrem 
ists. You have the pledge of those now 1" 
power that they will execute this Constitution 
in good faith. 

The amendment of the Senator from Mas 
sachusetts proposes to require the enforceme!' 
of the test-oath. That matter was considered, 
and it seems to me that we are concluded upon 
it if we are upon anything. In the case 0! 
Georgia it was complained that the test-oat! 
was not administered. The Committee on t! 
Judiciary examined the question and found 
that our leading generals and members of both 
Houses had given the opinion that the test-03"' 
was not to be administered to members of 1h 
Legislature, and we had to put the consider 
ation of Georgia upon different grounds. I'l 
same question came up in Virginia; and | 
order that the Senate may be informed ho’ 
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ach it has been considered it may be well to 
| the opinion of the Attorney General on 
oat particular point. The Legislature of Vir- 
snia were instructed by the Administration that 
ey might organize without taking this oath. 

‘Mr. SUMNER. Will my friend begin by 
-eading the opinion of that very able lawyer, 
General Canby? I think his opinion on the 
ease ig a very able one and does honor to him 
as a member of ous profession. 

Mr. STEWART. Verywell. On that ques- 
tion there is a difference of opinion. I have 
not the opinion of the able lawyer, General 
Canby, at hand now, but I have the opinion 

f the Attorney General. It was submitted to 
the Cabinet. 

Mr. SUMNER. It is in the same document. 

Mr. STEWART. The opinion of the Attor- 

y General was submitted tothe Cabinet. They 
lave passed upon it. They were instructed to 
do just this; they have done it; and it does 

eem to me that if the Government is ever to 
seep faith now is the time. What do you gain 
‘you enforce the test-oath and put out two 
thirds or three fourths of that Legislature, 

‘eak up the whole body, and then have 
another vote? What will be the result? The 
men who have carried the State have carried 
the fifteenth amendment and propose to aid us 
in the work of reconstruction; but they will be 

rampled under foot and the extreme rebels 
come into power. ‘That will be the practical 
( ffect. 

[ do not believe in legislating unless I see 
some practical good to be effected by it. Sup- 
pose you legislate the minority party in Vir- 
zinia into power, it will only stay there until 
the next election, and then all your reconstruc- 
tion willbeundone. Letus secure the fifteenth 
amendment; then we can secure equal suffrage 
in that State at all events; we can do some- 
thing then to protect the colored people there ; 
but if we lose thisamendment what then? If 
we give up Virginia now we lose the fifteenth 

amendment; if we break up the existing organ- 
ization there, if we spurn these friends who have 
come to us to help us to carry it out, we lose 
the amendment and are set back for years. 
(here is no practical good in our breaking faith 
in this way, and there is no reason forit. Every 
consideration of justice and of party policy 
concurs against such a course. NowlI ask for 
the reading of the opinion of the Attorney 
General in regard to the test-oath, which I send 
to the desk. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
August 28, 1869. 
Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 


‘ 


of your letter of July 27, 1869, in which you request 
my Opinion ‘‘upon so much of the questions submit- 
ted in the letter of the commanding general of the 
first military district, dated the 10th instant, and 
accompanying papers, copies of which are inclosed, 
as refers to the legal qualifications of officers to be 
clected under the proposed constitution of the State 
of Virginia, and especially upon the question whether 
persons elected to office in said State under such con- 
stitution are required by the supplemental recon- 
struction act of July 19, 1867, to take and subscribe 
to the oath prescribed or referred to in section nine 
of said act before entering upon the duties of their 
respective offices.” 
rhe latter question is the only one indicated with 
such distinctness as to enable me to be fully satisfied 
that its purportis apprehended, and I therefore con- 
fine my answer to that. 
By the statute of A pril 10, 1869, the registered voters 
of Virginia were authorized to vote on the ques- 
tion of the adoption of a constitution for the State, 
wnd at the same time to elect officers under it, sub- 
ject tothe approvalof Congress. The vote has been 
taken in pursuance of the provisions of the act, and 
the election held, and some parts of the constitution 
ubmitted have been adopted by the people and 
others rejected. The parts of the proposed consti- 
‘ution thus adopted, if they shall be approved by 
Congress, will be the constitution of Virginia, under 
which all its officers will be required to act; and the 
qualifications as well as the duties of those officers 
will be determined byit. When Virginiais restored 
toits proper relations to the country as a State of 
he Union its officers and Legislature will be such 
as the constitution of the State provides, deriving 
their powers from that instrument, and it will clearly 
not be in the power of Congress to impose any re- 
quirement of additional qualifications upon them 
different from those which, under the Constitution 
of the [ nited States, may be required in all the 
States. If, therefore, any tests were to be imposed 
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upon members of the Legislature not provided by 
the constitution of Virginia, or any restriction im- 
posed upon the people of the State in their choice of 
officers not recognized by it and not made applica- 
ble under the legitimate power of Congress to all the 
States, the Legislature and officers would not, in my 
opinion, be the Legislature and officers of Virginia 
under its constitution. Ido not see that Congress 
can undertake to furnish the State with a suitable 
Legislature to start with or to exercise any control 
over its composition which could not be exercised 
over subsequent Legislatures. I am, therefore, of 
opinion that the oath preseribed by the statute of 
1862 and by thestatute of July 19, 1867, chapter thirty, 
section nine, required to be taken by all persons 
“elected or appointed to office in said military dis- 
tricts under any so-called State or municipal author- 
ity,’’ is not to be required of the officers of the State 
of Virginia or members of the Legislature elected 
under its new constitution. 

It does not seem to me that the provisions of this 
ninthsection, which are applicabletothe government 


| of the State under military authority, were intended 


to apply to the Legislature and officers under whom 
the State is to be restored to its proper relations to 
the Union and by whom the government of theState 
is to be administered after its restoration. ‘This 
opinion is strongly confirmed by a reference to the 
second section of the same act, which authorizes the 
commander of any district named in the act “to 
suspend or remove from office or the performance of 
official duties and the exercise of official power any 
officer or person holding or exercising, or professing 
to hold orexercise, any civil or military office or duty 
in said district under any power, election, appoint- 
ment, or authority derived from or granted by, or 
claimed under any so-called State orthe government 
thereof,’’ and to detail a competent officer or soldier 
of the Army to perform such duties. 

It would be impossible to suppose that Congress 
could intend that a Legislature under the constitu- 
tion of a State could have its members appointed by 
a detail from soldiers of the Army. Theonly reason- 


| able conclusion seems to me to be that it was not 


intended thatany such Legislature should beallowed 
to exist and act until reconstruction was completed, 
except for the limited and qualified purposes requi- 


| site to reconstruction. 


continues. 


But, on the other hand, I fully coneur with the 
view of the general commanding in Virginia that 
under the reconstruction acts of Congress no officer 
or legislator is competent or should be permitted to 
exercise any of the functions or power of his office 
within that State, except so far as those acts them- 
selves provide, without taking the oath which is 
referredto in the statute of 1867, above quoted. The 
act of April 10, 1869, requires the Legislature to meet 
at a time which it designates. That it is to meet 
implies that it is to come together for some purpose. 
It is required under the previous law toact uponthe 
question of adopting the fourteenth amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States before the 
admission of the State to representation in Congress. 
I am of opinion, therefore, that it may come together, 
organize, and act upon that amendment; but that 
until Congress shall have approved the constitution 
and the action under it, and shall have restored the 
State to its proper place in the Union by recognizing 
its form of government asrepublican and admitting 
it to representation, the Legislature is not entitled, 
and could not without violation of law be allowed 
to transact any business, pass any act, or resolve, or 
undertake to assume any other function of a Legis- 
lature if the test-oath has not been required of its 
members; and that no officer elected under the new 
constitution can enter upon the duties of his office 
without taking the oath while military government 


E. R. HOAR, 


Attorney General. 
tion. Joun A. Raw iins, Secretary of War. 


Mr. SUMNER. Now, if the Senator has 


no objection, I should like to have General 
Canby’s opinion read, which will be found on 


Very respectfully, 


| page 24 of the same document. 


Mr. STEWART. I have no objection. 

Mr. SUMNER. And I wish my friend to 
consider it as a legal document from a military 
commander. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


HrapquartTers First Mivirary District, 
STATE OF VIRGINIA, June 16, 1869. 

Sir: I have received your communication of the 
12th instant, and the inclosed statement of reasons 
why the oath of office prescribed by the act of July 2, 
1862, “*should not be exacted from members of the 
General Assembly and State officers to be elected at 
the same time the constitution is voted on.’’ Ihave 
carefully considered these reasons, but can find in 
them no grounds for changing the opinion expressed 
to a member of your committee some days since, or 
for reversing theaction that I have heretofore taken 
upon precisely the same point. In my judgment the 
reasons presented in this statement do not and can- 
not be made to apply to this question until the con- 
stitution becomes the controlling law by reason of 
its ratification by the people of the State, and its ap- 
proval by the Congress of the United States. Both 
of these conditions must first be satisfied, and until 
they are the laws which control the district com- 
mander in the execution of the duties committed to 
him cannot he superseded or modified by a law which 


The document 


OC) dad 


does not become effective until it shall have been 
examined and approved by Congress. I have never 
doubted that this approval would have the effect of 
dispensing with the requirements of the ninth section 
of the law of July 19, 1867, and substituting the oath 
prescribed by the constitution for the officers elected 
or appointed under it for that preseribed by the 
law of July 2, 1862; but the district commander has 
no authority to dispense with this oath, or to modify 
in any other way the laws of the United States, which 
control his action; and the exercise of such authority 
would not in any proper sense be an interpretation 
or construction of the law, but would be the assump- 
tion ef a power which Congress has expressly and 
very explicitly reserved to itself. 

Thedispatch from General Grant to General Meade 
which is cited in your statement does not, [ think, 
conflict with this view. Without being familiar 
with the circumstances under which it was given, I 
have no doubt it related to the constitution after its 
approval by Congress. Upon the passage of the law 
of June 25, 1868, to admit the States of North Caro 
lina, South Caroline, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, 
and Florida to representation in Congress, I assumed 
that the approval of the State convention by the 
preamble of that law dispensed with the oath of office 
prescribed by the laws of the United States, and upon 
reporting this action to the General of the Army it 
was approved by him. Although the dates, March 
2 and June, 1808, of the dispatches to commanders 
of the second and third military districts are differ 
ent the action taken appears to relats to the same 
phase of the question, and to be entir: ly consistent. 
I have delayed this answer until I could recewe 
copies of the dispatches above referred to; but as 
they have not reached me I send it now, and will 
transmit the dispatches as soon as they are received. 
I send with this, however, a copy of (eneral Orders 
No. 120, issued inthe second military district. The 
action taken in that case, so far as it relates to this 
question, had been approved by the General of the 
Army. % / 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

E.R.S. CANBY, _ 
Brevet Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
R. T. DANIEL, esq., Richmond, Virginia. 

Mr. CONKLING. Do General Canby and 
the Attorney General differ with each other on 
that subject? 

Mr. SUMNER. I think so. 

Mr. CONKLING. I should like to inquire 
of the honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
which, in his opinion, is right on the law of the 
case, General Canby or the Attorney General? 

Mr. SUMNER. I must say that, reading 
over the opinion of General Canby and now 
listening to it, I am impressed with its sound- 
ness. 

Mr. CONKLING. I have only to say, Mr. 
President, having doubt in my mind on the 
question when | read them, the respect in 
which I hold the opinions of the Attorney Gen- 
eral led me to incline very strongly to his view. 

. Mr. STEWART. I will now ask for the 
reading of a portion of the President’s message 
in this connection, as we are reading docu 
ments. The President is a general, and as the 
opinion of one general has been read I want 
to hear his opinion. I ask for the reading of 


| that portion of the President's message which 


relates to Virginia. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 

**At the March term Congress by a joint resolution 
authorized the Executive to order elections in the 
States of Virginia, Mississippi, and Texas, to submit 
to them the constitutions which each had previously 
in conventions framed, and submit the constitution 
either entire or in separate parts to be voted upon 
at the discretion of the Executive. Under this au- 
thority elections were called. In Virginia the elec- 
tion took place on the 6th of July, 1569. The Gov- 
ernor and Lieutenant Governor elected have been 
installed. The Legislature met and did all required 
by this resolution and by all the reconstruction acts 
of Congress, and abstained from all doubtful author- 
ity. [recommend that her Senators and Represent 
atives and the State be fully restored to her place in 
the family of States.” 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I confess 
that, in my opinion, the view of the Attorney 
General as to this test-oath is clearly right, 
although of course I regret to say so in the 
face of the opinion of my honored friend from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner, ] who is a better 
lawyer than the Attorney General, and cer 
tainly a better one than 1 am. But I believ: 
the Attorney Generalisright. He is appointed 
for the purpose of giving his deliberate judg 
ment upon questions of this kind, and | am 
happy to offer him the humble tribute of my 
admiration in that respect. He has given it 
fairly and truly as a lawyer; and really any 
gentleman who will sit down and study those 
acts, no matter what he wishes—that is one 
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thing annot fail, 1 think, to come to the 
conclusion, and I think my friend from Massa- 
chusetts would not fail to come to the con- 
clusion, that that opinion is the sound one, 
and there is no help forit. Therefore we can- 
not refuse to admit Virginia upon the ground 
that the members of its Legislature have not 
taken, or cannot take, the oath that those old 
acts require. Itdoes not apply to this subject 
at all. 

But, Mr. President, we have a right, under 
very act that we passed authorizing Vir 
ginia to take these steps, to inquire into whether 
she has taken them in good faith, whether she 
has conformed to the fourteenth amendment 
of the Constitution, and whether her action 
pives such evidence of good faith and proprr- 
ety as satisfies us, because the very last section 
of the Virginia act declares in terms that ‘‘ the 
and that means all of them— 


the 


proceedings "’ 

Tno proceedings in any of said States shall not 
bedeemed final or operate as a complete restoration 
thereof until their action respectively shall be ap- 
proved by Congress.” 

We therefore told the people of Virginia 
that they might vote upon the constitution, 
that they might elect members of the Legisla- 
ture, and thus organize in an inchoate and 
incomplete way the machinery of Government. 
We told them in the same breath, and as the 
last word that we said to them, that everything 
they did from beginning to end must be again 

ubmitted to us, in order that we might exam- 
ine and review it and be satisfied with it. Vir- 
ginia was in our hands substantially as a Ter- 
ritory. I do not propose to open the old 
question of in the body or out of the body; but 
he was substantially subject to the control of 
We had been deceived, as we 
thought, by Georgia. We had been deceived, 
as many think, by Tennessee; and I think so; 
and therefore we took care to tell Virginia, so 
that there could be no complaint about bad 
faith or taking back, that we reserved the right 
to review all of her proceedings. 

Now, then, the question is whether there is 
anything which leads us to suppose that any im- 
provement can be made upon her condition by 
longer delay. We cannot stand certainly, as I 
have said, upon this test-oath matter, because 
we did not require any such thing. It did not 
apply to her case at all. But we can require, 
und we ought to require, in my judgment, that 
every member of that Legislature, and every 
inember of that State Government shall bea per- 


Congress 


son who is not obnoxious to the third article of 


the fourteenth amendment. Weare bound in 
self-respect, to putit upon no broader motive, to 
see to it that when that State sets out upon her 
new existence, no part of the composition of her 
government, great or small, shall bein defiance 
of the fourteenth amendment that we have just 
adopted. I do not know personally that any 
member of that Legislature is obnoxious to the 
fourteenth amendment. I strongly suspect that 
some ofthem are. WhatI wish to do, therefore, 
for one, is to have this matter go over for afew 
days until we can get further information on this 
topic, which, with me, so far as I now know, 
will be the test of my action upon her immediate 
admission. Ifher Legislature is composed in 
consonance with the fourteenth amendment or 
ifitis not, ifit shall be recomposed by excluding 
those members whom the fourteenth amend- 
ment excludes, if there are any, I think I shall 
feel obliged to go for her immediate admission. 
_ Mr. MORTON. I will say to the Senator 
from Vermont that yesterday I met with a lead- 
ing Union man from Virginia who is opposed 
very strongly to the admission of Virginia at 
tltis time, and he insists that the members of 
that Legislature ought to be required to take 
thetest-oath. I putthe question to him whether 
any member of that Legislature was disquali- 
fied by the fourteenth amendment, and he said 
he believed not. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
factis. 1 was not present in committee when 
this subject was considered, and therefore I 


Ido not know how the | 


| 


have no information on that point. Before | 
act [ wish to obtain information that will enable 
me to judge for myself, of course, and not for 
anybody else, whether Virginia is complying in 
good faith with the fourteenth amendment; 
whether or not her members ought not to be 
required to take an oath based upon the theory 
of the fourteenth amendment before we fully 
restore her; to establish that as a precedent, 
because there is the turning point, in my opin- 
ion, upon this and upon all other questions in 
the other States of the same character. 

We have found in the case of Georgia that 
these things are likely to come out. We have 
endeavored to reinstitute things in that State, 
and have only provided by law for the reorgan- 
ization of the Legislature; but | am very glad 
to see that the President has felt authorized, 
under the advice of the Attorney General, as 
I understand, and I think it sound advice, to 
restore complete military government in that 
State over every branch of its affairs, just as I 
was very desirous of doing when the bill was 
up and when we were considering this matter 
more or less last spring; so that now we have 
been obliged in the case of Georgia, for the 
mere preservation of the personal security of 
citizens of the United States in that State—not 
for political purposes or political ends, but to 
perform the first duty of Government, which 
is to protect the citizens of the United States 
in the peaceable enjoyment of their property 
and of their industry—we have been obliged, 
I say, there being no authority for it in the old 
reconstruction acts, Georgia not yet being re- 
stored, not only to reorganize that Legislature, 
but to restore that State, or reduce it to entire 
military control; and I am very glad, indeed, 
that it has been done. 

Now, I say | am very much afraid that Vir- 
ginia will turn the same sort of a somersault 
when she is once completely independent of 
congressional interference—as independent I 
should say as other States; but that is in the 
future, and we cannot help it. We must act 
fairly toward her; and so far as I now know I 
think we shall have acted fairly toward her if 
we find out that none of her government are 
obnoxious to the fourteenth amendment. If 
they are not, I do not see any good and sound 
reason now upon which we can stand in refus- 
ing her admittance. But for the present I 
think we ought not to act in haste, and we 
ought to have time to institute inquiries upon 
that point. 

Mr. STEWART. I have made some little 
inquiry with regard to the effect of the enforce- 
ment of the fourteenth amendment on that 
Legislature. I inquired of the Governor and 
several others, both those who were for and 
those who were against the admission of the 
State. 
would be excluded. 
thought there might be two. But there are not 


Some thought there were none who || 
The Governor, I believe, | 


enough to make any difference in the majorities | 


or the organization of the two houses. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I submit to my friend 
whether that is not the point for us, whether 


obliged by our own act to approve what they 


have done, to stand by, and knowing the fact 
that even one member, whether it makes any 
difference in the majorities or not, is occupy- 
ing a seat in that Legislature when the Consti- 
tution says he shall not—whether that is the 
sort of invitation we are to hold out to these 
reorganized States in respect to the enforce- 
ment of that article of the Constitution. 

Mr. STEWART. I think we can disapprove 
of that conduct by a bill very easily. We can 
make it a criminal offense. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us provide for it in 
this bill. 

Mr. STEWART. We can do that without 
delaying the admission of Virginia. Virginia 
has complied with all the requirements made 
of her and is acting in good faith, and if we 
are to admit her let us do it nowand gracefully, | 
unless some good point be made against it. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. Cannot we require they 
to exclude those persons? si 

Mr. STEWART. Of course we can. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ought we not to do i 

Mr. STEWART. It amounts to nothing 
[ do not think there will be any practica] Wn 
efit to be derived from it. It seems to me. 
mere excuse when it is not to change the 
acter of the body at all; whenit is not to ¢} 


Hani gy 


its majority nor affect its acts in the least, jy 
weare to enforce that provision of the fourtee;:; 
amendment we have got to enforce jt Shia 
great many people in the South, and we jai 
better pass an independent law. 

Mr. EDM UNDS. We have got the Op] 
tunity to enforce it now on this bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. If this subject is to , 
over I do not care to occupy any time upoy | 
this morning. ; 

Mr. STEWART. It is not going over, 

Mr. SUMNER. I suggest to my friend tha: 
we had better proceed to the consideration of 


a 
Char. 


j 
“u 


JOT 


| executive business, with the understanding tha: 


this joint resolution shall go over until nex: 
Monday. : 
Mr. STEWART. 


We can have no under 


| standing of that sort. Let us havea vote upon 


| there shall be no question. 


the measure. 

Mr. POMEROY. I merely wanted to gay 
to the Senator from Nevada that it is with m: 
a question of fact whether the people of Vi; 
ginia have complied with all that was requirei 
of them by the last act of Congress; I meay 
the act of April 10, 1869. I will for the mo 
ment say nothing about the test-oath ; but th, 
sixth section of that act did require that that 
Legislature when duly organized should ratif\ 
certain constitutional amendments, referrins 
to the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments 
The Senator, like myself, is very anxious that 
the fifteenth amendment when it does become 
a law shall become a law concerning which 
Now, I unde: 


take to tell the Senator from Nevada that that 


Legislature never were duly organized so tha 
they could do anything. 

Mr. STEWART. Then you come in co 
flict again with the Attorney General. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Attorney Genera 
never said that they were. 

Mr. STEWART. Yes, he did. 
to read the text of what he said. 

Mr. POMEROY. [shall be through in o: 
moment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
from Kansas declines to yield. 

Mr. POMEROY. What I was saying was, 
that no matter what they have done, if they 
were never duly organized they have never 
legally done anything; and therefore their 
pretending to pass the fifteenth constitutional 
amendment is no adoption of that amendment 
at all, because they were not in a condition by 


Allow m 


The Senator 


virtue of their organization to do anything 


legally. I only wished to call the attention ot 
the Senate to a simple fact contained in the 
journal of the senate and the journal of the 


| house of delegates of Virginia. The Senator, by 
we are with our eyes open, when we are | 


referring to them, will find that when the mem 


| bers came together the secretary of State sub- 
| mitted to the Legislature the fact that severa: 


members, almost all the members, had taken 
certain oaths. They had four kinds of oaths, the 
blanks of which I hold in my hand: anti-duel: 
ing oaths and old oaths required of members 
of the Legislature before the war. Each mem- 
ber elected went up to the table and took some 
of those blanks and filled them up and signed 
them, not in the presence of the body, but in 
the office of the secretary of State, and he 
returned them to the body. ‘ 
But that is not the point that vitiates their 
proceedings, although it was irregular. The 


| point which I claim is that the journals of the 


two houses show that when they organized 
their respective bodies and elected their ofli- 
cers they never swore an officer, they never 
administered any kind of oath to one of them ; 


‘not that they did not take the test-oath, but 
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‘hat they did not take any oath. They elected 
- rge ant at-arms ; they elected a clerk. W hat 
oe d of a clerk would this Senate have if he 
he .d never been sworn in? Could it be said that 
sion Senate of the United States was duly 
organized when they elected their clerk and 
fused to qualify him? ‘There wasa member 
who moved that he take the oath, but another 
sember moved to lay that motion on the table, 
oa there it went. So, too, with the speaker 
f the house of delegates. They chose a 
speaker, but they did not swear him. He 
never was qualified. He took no one of the 
ir oaths. Now, I ask you whether a Legis- 
‘ature is duly organized when not an officer is 
ualified? And, supposing they have passed 
a resolution ratifying the fifteenth amendment, 
what kind of a passage is that by a body not 
uthorized to do any thing and not qu alified todo 
nything? That is the point I wish the Sen- 
stor to he ive in mind ns he says they have 
done everything that the law of Congress 
requires. I undertake to say that that Legisla- 
ure could do nothing until they were organ- 
1, and they were never organized according 
to we No legislature can be duly organized 
whose officers are not sworn and qualified to 
discharge their duties. 
Mr. STEWART. If we postpone this joint 


resolution until the Senator from Kansas has | 


an understanding of it, according to the pro- 
gress he has now made it will te ake him a long 
time to getan understanding of it. I think he 
is not a very good student ai ud has not given it 
as much attention as he ought ; 
not given to this matter his usual a attention. 
He is generally posted on all matters on which 
he speaks. 
Mr. POMEROY. 
Mr. STEWART. 
now. I find in the document before me par- 
ticular certificates of the swearing of officers 
allthrough. I will read one of them. ‘‘ The 
respective oaths or affirmations hereto annexed 
have been separately taken and subscribed be- 
fore me by each of the persons whose names 


Disprove the facts. 


certs ainly. he has | 
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Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir; 
ary law. 

Mr. POMEROY. The officer I refer to was 
clerk of the senate, not a member, not elected 
as a member, not sworn atall. Let me ask 
the Senator from Indiana whether a clerk who 
has not taken any oath is a clerk, or can be, 
until he is duly sworn? 

Mr. MORTON. If the Senator asks my 
opinion I will say very clearly that the mere 
failure of a clerk of a legislative body to take 
an oath would not vitiate the organization of 
that Legislature. 

Mr. STEWART. Most clearly not. He 
assumes to act as the de facto clerk, and the 
Legislature allow him to sit there and act as 
clerk. 

Mr. POMEROY. What is true of the clerk 
is true of every officer except the speaker, who 
was elected as a member and took the oath as 
a member. ‘The other officers were not mem 
bers and took no oaths. 

Mr. STEWART. If that failure was con- 
fined to mere ministerial officers, 
clerks in the Legislature, I do not 
would vitiate the organization of the Legisla- 
ture. I understood the Senator to say that it 
applied to members of the Legislature. 


orany parliament- 


such as 


think it 


Mr. POMEROY. No, sir; I did not say so. 
Mr. STEWART. In that case it might 


| apprehend 
regarded by 


have some force, but in the other 
it has no force, and will not be 
anybody. 

I desire to say on this joint resolution gen- 
erally that it seems to me we are making an 
effort now to see how not to do it, and we are 


|| appearing to great disadvantage and placing 
|| ourselves very badly on the record if we post- 


are immediately thereafter written, and with my | 


certificate thereon, have been filed.’’ And then 
it goes on to give the names. The Senator 
from Kansas was misled by a motion that was 
made by a senator to administer the test-oath, 
which was laid on the table. That came up in 
both houses, I believe. 

Mr. POMEROY. Iknowthe Senator means 
to be fair; and I wish to ask him, did I say the 
members did not sign any oath? I was talk- 
ing about the officers, the clerk, the sergeant- 
at-arms, and the speaker of the house of del- 
egates. ‘Those were the men who were 
sworn. 

Mr. STEWART. 

Mr. SUMNER. 

Mr. STEWART. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
Nevada is not as good a student on this question 
as he ought to be. 

Mr.STEWART. Does the record show aflirm- 
atively that they did not take the oath? 

Mr. POMEROY. It does. 

Mr. STEWART. Where? When? 

Mr. POMEROY. It shows that they neg- 
lected to take the oath. 

Mr. STEWART. It shows that it was not 
administered at a particular time. 

Mr. SUMNER. There is no record of its 
being administered. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have the testimony of 
the men themselves that they were not sworn. 

Mr. MORTON. 


the Senator from Kansas. 


Isthat shown affirmatively ? 
rhe journal shows it. 
Where? 


When a member of 


I wish to ask a question of | 


not | 


Il think the Senator from || 


the house of representatives of a State has | 
taken the oath as a member, and is afterward | 


elected speaker of that body, is there any law 
of Congress in the reconstruction acts, or any 


law of the State, that requires him to take an 


oath as speaker? 
Mr. CONKLING. 


Or even any parliament- 
ary law? 


I will proceed to do it || 


| was one of the acts which they 


poneaction. Virginia is just as much organ- 
ized as was Alabama, or Arkansas, or North 
or South Carolina, when each of those States 
ratified the fourteenth amendment. Uponthe 
question of their right to ratify the fifteenth 
amendment before they were admitted the 
Legislature of Virginia took the opinion of the 
Administration. The question was submitted 
to the Attorney General, and he held that that 
might law- 


' fully do. 


It seems to me that this is simply a question 
whether we shall have the fifteenth amendment 
or not. You cannot have the fifteenth amend- 
ment ratified by any Legislature of Virginia 


| unless it is ratified now by this Legislature. 


By your own showing here, if you exclude the 
members who cannot take the test-oath, who 
would be excluded if that were enforced, you 
would break up the Legisiature ; you would not 
have a quorum. Shall we delay action when 


| there can beno reason given for delay? Wherein 


| the rebels to comply ; 


has Virginia failed to comply with the letter 
and spirit of the law? The only question that 
has been yet made is that notwithstanding she 
has complied the right persons did not comply, 
that former rebels complied. Did we not ask 
are we not gratified that 
they did comply; are we not anxious that they 
should obey the law; are we not anxious that 
they should concede equal rights? Or are we 


| using these terms and applying this question 


| ples that you put in yours; 


of principle for partisan power ; is that our 
object? When we say to them, “ Do certain 
acts and we will receive you,’’ and they do 
them, and take the opinion step by step of the 
law officer of the Government with the greatest 
possible care; put in their platform the princi- 
go upon the stump 


| vindicating the principles that you advocate 


here, of equal rights and the adoption of the 
fifteenth amendment ; adopt aconstitution pre- 
cisely in harmony with the reconstruction acts, 
advanced and liberal, providing free schools 
for free men, protected everywhere, and pledge 
themselves that they will carry this out; when 
they do this can you stand upon any technical- 
ity; can you afford to stand here and try to 
find reasons why they should not be admitted ? 


- 


I donot think any good reason can be given, | 


| the 


| should be readmitted to all th: 
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and any delays will come back to plague us. 
I desire to see the joint resolution passed. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, if I under- 
stand this subject rightly we have a law which 
prohibits persons who have been engaged in 
the rebellion in Virginia and in other rebel 
States from being elected to and taking seats in 
the Legislatures chosen under reconstruction 
Chat is as I understand it. The recon 
struction act of July 19, 1867, declares 

‘**That all persons hereafter elected or appointsd 
to office in said military districts under any so-called 
State or municipal authority shall be required to 


take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed by 
law for officers of the United States.”’ 


acts. 


Certainly that language includes the test-oath 
of 1862, and of course applies stringently to 
persons who were candidates for the State Le 

gislature under our reconstruction acts. <A 
person unable to take the oath of 1862, in my 
judgment, was not eligible to the Legislature 
of Virginia or any other rebel State under the 
reconstruction acts. It seems that the Attor- 
ney General, on being consulted on this point, 
held a different doctrine, and held that it was 
not necessary that persons elected to the Le- 
gislature under the reconstruction acts should 
be able to take the oath of 1862. I differ with 
him broadly and distinctly. The Attorney Gen 
: ‘ral says, in the opinion which has been read 

by the Clerk : 

‘When Virginia is restored to its proper relations 

to the country asa State of the Union its officers and 

Legislature will be such as the constitution of the 
State provides, deriving their powers from that in- 
strument; and it will clearly not be in 7 power 0 
Congress to impose any requirement of additional 
qui ulifie ations upon them different trom those which 
under the Constitution of the United States may b« 
required in all the States 

That I agree to. I ca no doubt that when 
Virginia is restored to her proper relations to 
Government of the United States and has 
once more become a State in and of the Union, 
possessing all the faculties, privileges, and 
powers of a State in and of the Union, it will 
be Sneompetent for the Congress of the United 
States to prescribe any qualifications to her 
voters, or, in the language of the Attorney Gen 
eral, to furnish her with a Legislature. Thus 
far | agree with the Attorney General that when 
Virginia has once more become a State of the 
Union, regularly readmitted to all the privileges 
of a member of the Union, it will be incompe 
tent for Congress to interfere to alter in any 
way her constitution. This is a mere truism. 
Everybody admits it. But the Attorney Gen- 
eral goes on and from these premises draws 
the following very singular conclusion. He 
says: 

“If, therefore, any tests were to be imposed upon 
members of the Legislature not provided by the con 
stitution of Virginia, or any restriction imposed up: 
the people of the State in their choice of officers not 
recognized by it and not made applicable under th« 
legitimate power of Congress to all the States, the 
Legislature and officers would not, in my opinion, he 
the Legislature and officers of Virginia under its 
constitution.” 

And summing it all up ina single phrase, he 
says: 

““T do not see that Congress can undertake to fur- 
nish the State with a suitable Legislature to start 
with, or to exercise any control over its composition 
which could not be exercised over subsequent Legis- 
latures.”’ 


There is his conclusion, that it is incompe- 


|| tent for Congress to ‘‘ undertake to furnish the 


State with a suitable Legislature to start with.”’ 
Sir, I dissent from the Attorney General en- 
tirely on this point. It is in direct conflict with 
the theory and principle of all our reconstruc- 
tion acts. We have assumed from the start, 
from the commencement of those acts, to pr: 
scribe to those rebel States in what manner 
they shall reorganize their State governments 
and we have entered into stipulations with h th 
that on complying with such and such pro 
visions of the laws which we enacted they 
rights of States 
of the Union. Butthe doctrine of the Attorney 
General strikes at the root, at the very prin- 











330 


ciple upon which all our reconstruction acts 
depend; that is to say, that the Congress of 
the United States, exercising the power of the 
conqueror over the rebel districts, hasthe right, 
under the Constitution, to prescribe the mode 
and manner in which those States shall beagain 
reconstructed and readmitted. 

It has the right to prescribe the rule of law 
upon all subjects, which is to be enforced 
within the limits of those rebel States until 
they are finally readmitted into the Union ; 
and after that period of time, as we all agree, 
Congress is not competent to pass any law 
relating to the proper affairs of the State ; and 
this doctrine of the Attorney General goes to 
the length of utterly annihilating, striking out 
of existence the very principle, the very theory 
upon which our reconstruction acts all depend, 
for he says ‘‘I do not see that Congress can 
undertake to furnish the State with a suitable 
Legislature to start with.’’ I can see it, sir; 
o can everybody else. Weall who have voted 
for these reconstruction acts have seen it, seen 
| distinetly, that it is in our power to prescribe 
‘he qualifications of voters in those States ; and 
we have prescribed them. We have declared 
who should hold office and who should not hold 
We have taken the thing up from the 
commencement, from the root, and declared 
that we, the Congress of the United States, have 
full power to legislate upon all these subjects 
relating to the rebel States, and to prescribe in 
every particular the mode and manner in which 
they shall be readmitted to the Union. 

I, therefore, am compelled to dissent from 
this eoneclusion of the Attorney General, and 
it by no means flows from the premises which 
he assumes. The premises are, that when Vir- 
ginia is restored to its proper relations to the 
Union then the Congress of the United States 
ceases to have any power over the subject. 
agree to that; but it does not follow from that 
proposition that during the incipient stages, 
before Virginia is thus restored to the Union, 
Congress has no power to prescribe the quali- 
fications of voters within her limits or who 
shall hold office and who shall not. 

Now, sir, if we have such a law as that to 
which I have referred, if it be incompetent 
under any reconstruction act for an unrepentant 
rebel unable to take the oath of 1862, if it be 
incompetent for him to be elected and to take 
his seat in the Legislature of Virginia, the 
question arises whether the rebel element in 
Virginia shall be stronger than an act of Con- 
gress; whether we who enacted the law pre- 
scribing the rule are to recede from it and give 
to the rebels of Virginia and other States their 
way in this particular, or whether the law shall 
be enforced. Sir, I prefer to see the laws for 
which I have voted here complied with by the 
people of Virginia and all other rebel States 
before | am called upon to readmit them to 
the Union. 

Sir, a friend of mine has given me some in- 
formation since this discussion commenced as 
to the real composition of the two Houses of the 
State Legislature of Virginia, and the composi- 
tion stands thus according to the information 
which he furnishes me: the senate consists of 
forty-three members; of these there are thirty 
Conservatives, and of those twenty-five cannot 
take the oath of 1862; that is to say, twenty-five 
of these thirty were engaged in open rebellion 
against the United States. In the house of 
delegates the whole number is one hundred 
and thirty eight ; the number of Conservatives 
is ninety-five, and eighty of the ninety-five are 
unable to take the oath of 1862. There we 
have it before us that the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia to-day is overwhelmingly rebel. Talk 
of it as we please, be as anxious as we please 
for the restoration of Virginia into the Union— 
and no man is more anxious than I am—still 
we cannot get rid of this prominent fact that 
that Legislature is seerel 
day. 

Mr. CONKLING. 


oflice. 


1elmingly rebel to- 


Will the honorable Sen- |! the subject. 


ator allow me to draw his attention to one 
point ? 

Mr. HOWARD. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. I understand his sug- 
gestion to be that the members whom he num- 
bers are obnoxious to the fact that they cannot 
take the test-oath so called, the oath of 1862. 

Mr. HOWARD. So I am told. 

Mr. CONKLING. I beg the Senator’s atten- 
tion to the fact that the language of the act to 
which he has referred is this: 


** All officers hereafter elected or appointed to office | 


insaid military districts under any so-called State or 
municipal authority shall be required to take and 
subscribe the oath,” &e. 


I ask the Senator to state, if he will, his | 


opinion as to the application of this statute in 
this regard; were these men elected ‘‘under 
any so-called State or municipal authority ?’’ 
Were they not elected directly under the author- 
ity of Congress embodied in the reconstruction 
acts? And in the same view I ask him to con- 
sider whether the other States, Arkansas for 
example, and every one of the late rebel States, 
[ think, excepting one, fell into an error when 
they supposed the members of the Legislature 
were not bound to take the test-oath for the 
reason | assign, and whether the House Judi- 
ciary Committee, in an opinion of theirs which 
was telegraphed to the State of Louisiana and 
published, fell into a like error? In other 
words, whether it is not true, without following 
the reasoning of the Attorney General, that 
the act of 1867 does impose the oath, not upon 
those elected under the authority of Congress, 
but only upon those elected under State or 
municipal authority ? 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, the inter- 
rogatory of the honorable Senator from New 
York is rather too long to admit of a categor- 
icaland monosyllabic answer. Itrequires more 
discussion and more investigation, perhaps, 
than I am able to give it at this present speak- 
ing. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
me, I should like to interpose one remark 
there. 
if the persons chosen to the Legislature do not 
come under State or municipal authority, but, 
as the Senator from New York suggests, come 
under the authority of Congress, they are not 
ipso facto officers of the United States, and 


therefore, by the express terms of the original | 


act requiring the oath of 1862, obliged to take it? 

Mr. CONKLING. 
ferent question, I submit to the honorable Sen- 
ator. Whether they were bound by the original 
act to take the oath is one thing. Their obli- 
gation so to do has never been put upon that 
ground, It has been put upon the ground that 
the act of 1867, which the } 
from Michigan interwove into his argument, 
required it. If the Senator from Massachu- 
setts will put it now, as 1 think he does not in 
the preamble of his bill, upon the ground which 
he last suggests, I shall be very glad to tell 
him why I had supposed heretofore that that 
act did not impose it upon members of the 
Legislature. I did not suppose—I will say 
briefly by the permission of the Senator from 
Michigan—that members of the Legislature of 
the State of Virginia were in that sense officers 
of the United States, although they might be 
elected under authority given under certain 
circumstances by the United States. 

Mr. HOWARD, Mr. President, the only 
real question before us is whether there has 
been a substantial compliance on the part of 
the people of Virginia with our reconstruction 
acts. If they have fairly and honestly com- 
plied with thoserequirements, then Iam willing, 
for one, to vote Virginiaagain into the Union, 
to admit her Senators and Representatives ; 
but if there has not been a compliance I am 
not in so great a hurry to recognize again Vir- 
ginia as a member of the Union as to be willing 
to waive the statutes which we have passed on 
I prefer to see the law complied 


10norable Senator | 


If the Senator will allow || 


I make it by way of inquiry, whether || 


That is an entirely dif- || 
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with, and I think we had better tak 
more time to consider this bill before we oro 
ceed to act uponit finally. Let us inquire into 
the facts of the case and get all the information 
in our power. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to ask my 
friend a question for information, because | 
am listening to this debate with a desire to 
instruct myself. Is there any other point made 
against the reconstruction of Virginia except 
the inability of a portion of the members of the 
Legislature to take the test-oath? Is there any 


ea little 


| other allegation of a want of compliance wit), 
| any provision of the reconstruction laws? __ 


Mr. HOWARD. I suppose that that is one 
of the main difficulties in the way, but I am 
not prepared to say that it is the only difficulty 
I understand that there are great complaints 
that intimidation was used at the election, and 
that the election was not upon the whole a fair 
and free election ; that there were means used 
in reference to the voters which were illegiti- 
mate and improper in many instances. How 
far this may be true I am not able to say, but 
I have been so informed. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I think the 
only question that can properly be raised jn 
reference to the admission of Virginiais whether 
the members of that Legislature were required 
by the reconstruction laws to take the test-oath, 
as it is called. If they were required by the 
reconstruction acts to take that oath, then that 


| Legislature was not properly organized; if 


they were not, it has been properly organized, 

I wish for myself that the law had required 
that they should take the test-oath. I have 
been in favor from the first of requiring these 
reconstructions to be made by loyal men, and 
after they had been effectually made of provid- 
ing for a general admission to the enjoyment 


| of political rights of all persons who were con- 


cerned in the late rebellion, excepting, perhaps, 
those embraced by the fourteenth amendment. 

But, sir, itis not nowa question of desire; itis 
a question of law; and if there be any provis- 
ion of the reconstruction acts requiring the 
members of the Legislatures of the reorgan- 
ized States to take the test-oath, that provision 
‘an be pointed out. 

There is but one provision referred to, and 
that is section nine of the act of July 19, 1857, 
which reads as follows : 

* That all members of said boards of registration 
and all persons hereafter elected or appointed to 
office in said military districts, under any so-calle( 
State or municipal authority, or by detail or appoint- 
ment of the district commanders, shall be required 


to take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed by 
law for officers of the United States.” 


That is the test-oath imposed by the act of 
July 2, 1862. Now, who are required to take 
this test-oath? ‘All members of said boards 
of registration and all persons hereafter elected 
or appointed to office in said military districts 
under any so-called State or municipal author- 
ity.’’ The phrase here used, ‘‘ under any so- 
called State or municipal authority,’’ isa phrase 


| that was adopted to describe the pretended 


States or reorganizations brought about by Mr. 
Johnson. We spoke of the reorganizations 
created by Mr. Johnson and of those pretend: 
ing to exercise authority under those organ- 


| izations as so-called State or municipal author- 


ity; and this section clearly refers to persons 
who might be elected or appointed to ofiice 
under those so-called State or municipal au- 
thorities and before the reorganizations created 
by Congress could take effect. ; 

Now, Mr. President, to show that this 1s 
clearly the meaning of this phrase, I will refer 
to the second section of the same act, where 
the same phrase is used, and it will clearly 
appear that it refers to elections or appoint: 
ments under the reconstructions of the rebel 
States brought about by Mr. Johnson. The 
second section of the act of July 19, 156:, 


| provides: 


“That the commander of any district named in said 


| actshall have power, subject to the disapproval of tho 
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General of the Army of the United States, and to 


f such commander the proper adininistration of said 
act shall require it, to suspend or remove from office, 
or from the performance of official duties and the 
exercise of official powers, any officer or person hold 
ing or exercising, or professing to hold orexercise any 
civil or military office or duty in such district under 
any power, election, appointment, or authority de- 
rived from, or granted by, or claimed under, any 

-called State or the government thereof, or any 
municipal or other division thereof; and upon such 
suspension or removal, such commander, subject to 
the disapproval of the General aforesaid, shall have 
yower to provide from time to time for the perform- 
ince of the said duties of such officer or person so 
-uspended or removed by the detail of some competent 
oflicer or soldier of the Army, or by the appointment 
of some other person to perform the same and to fill 
vacancies occasioned by death, resignation, or other- 
wise.” 

Here, Mr. President, the same phrase is 
used in a section authorizing the military com- 
mander to suspend any person appointed or 
holding office under any so-called State or 
municipal authority, and to appoint some other 
person in his place. Will it be pretended now 
that that could apply to the members of the 


Legislature elected under the reconstruction 


acts, and that it was intended to authorize the | 


military commander to appoint a member of 
the Legislature elected under the reconstruc- 
tion acts, if there should be one found to be 
ineligible or incompetent under this section 
of the law? Certainly not; and yet this is the 
same phrase that is used in the ninth section, 


clearly referring to persons holding office un- | 
der the then existing State authority, because || 
that was before the reconstruction acts hadtaken | 


effect, and before anybody had been appointed 
or elected under any of the reconstruction 
acts. 

Mr. SUMNER. Will my friend allow me 
to inquire how he distinguishes between the 
Legislature and the Governor? 
ernor has taken the test-oath. 
not the Legislature? Are they not both in 
precisely the same predicament? If it can be 
required of one must it not be required of the 


other? 
Mr. MORTON. 


Mr. President, without 


discussing the question as to what the Gov- | 
ernor is required to do, it will be admitted | 


that the members of this Legislature are not 
required to take the test-oath unless there be 
some provision of law demanding it. Now, 
the only provision of law that is relied upon is 
the ninth section of the act of July 19, 1867 ; and 
I show, and I think there can be no doubt about 
it, that the words used there referred to the 
then existing so-called States, because that 
was the language we then employed to describe 
those pretended organizations brought about 
by President Johnson ; and the same language 
being employed in the second section, author- 
izing the General of the Army to fill any vacan- 
cies in Office in the place of any persons elected 
or appointed to office under the so-called State 


or municipal authority settles the question as | 


to the meaning of it. 
But now I come to a broader proposition, 
to which I invite the attention of the Senator 


from Michigan, and that is, that the whole | 
spirit of the reconstruction acts, from begin- | 
ning to end, permits all rebels to take a part | 


in the reconstruction of these States who were 
not embraced in the third clause of the four- 
teenth amendment. I make the broad state- 
ment that the spirit of the reconstruction acts 


is that all rebels might take part in the reor- | 


ganization of these States except those who 
are embraced in the third clause of the four- 
teenth amendment; that mere participation in 


the rebellion was not to beregarded as an inel- | 


igibility, but that being embraced in the third 
clause of the fourteenth amendment was to be 
regarded as an ineligibility ; and to show that, 
I will begin by reference to the original recon- 
struction act, which was passed on the 2d of 
March, 1867. 

What was the qualification of a voter, one 
who was authorized to vote for members of the | 
convention, under that act? Wasa man dis- | 
qualified from voting because he had partici- | 


the nd to || pated in the rebellion? No; but ifhe was 
have effect till disapproved, whenever inthe opinion || embraced by the third clause of the fourteenth 


The Gov- || 


Why should |) tion of these States is that embraced by the 





|| for the admission of certain 
| be found, by reference to that act, that the 


amendment he was disqualified. Then, what 
was the disqualification of a member of the 
convention? He was not disqualified because 
he had participated in the rebellion, but he 


| 
| 


| 
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ganization who was not embraced in the third 


| clause of the fourteenth amendment: and no 
| fair construction of section nine or of section 


two of the act of July, 19, 1867, can require 


|| the members of this Legislature to take the 


was disqualified if he was embraced in the | 


third clause of the fourteenth amendment. The 


proviso to the fifth section of the first of the || 
| series of acts is as follows: 


** Provided, That no person excluded from the 
privilege of holding office by the said proposed 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States—”’ 

Referring to the fourteenth 
which had before been named— 
‘shall be eligible as a member of the convention 
to frame a constitution for any of said rebel States, 
nor shall any such person vote for members of such 
convention.” 

ry as not designe o exclude a man 

If it was not designed t lude a mat 
from the convention that was to frame the 
fundamental law, because he had taken part 


in the rebellion and only in case of his being | 


embraced in the fourteenth article, is it rea- 


sonable te suppose that Congress meant to 
exclude a man froma seat in the Legislature, 


to be afterward elected, because he had par- 
ticipated in the rebellion and was not embraced 
in that amendment? No, sir; the very spirit 
of these acts from the beginning is that rebels 


| shall be allowed to participate in the reorgan- 


ization of these States, unless they are persons 
embraced within the disability created by the 
third clause of the fourteenth amendment. 
That is the way it starts out. Now Il come 
down to the act of July 25, 1868, providing 
States. It will 


original ideaand spirit is carried out; that the 
only disability to take part in the reconstruc- 


third clause of the fourteenth amendment. | 
will ask the Secretary to read the concluding 
part of the third section of the act of 1868. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

der the United States or, under any State, by section 
three of the proposed amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States known as article fourteen, 
shall be deemed eligible to any office in either of 


| said States, unless relieved from disability as pro- 


vided in said amendment; and it is hereby made 
the duty of the President, within ten days after re- 
ceiving official information of the ratification of 


| said amendment by the Legislature of either of said 








| 
| 
| 
| 


States, to issue a proclamation announcing that 
fact.”’ 


Mr. MORTON. ‘That was simply the dec- 
laration, upon the admission of the States 


| named in this act, that the disability for office 


in those States should be the disability under 
the fourteenth amendment and none other. 
The amendment introduced by the Senator 


| from Massachusetts requires that the members 
| of this Legislature shall take the test-oath ; 


that is to say, that they have not been concerned 





in the rebellion, either directly or indirectly. | 


If that was not the law at the time of the elec- 
tion, then those men were eligible to be elected 
unless they were embraced in the fourteenth 
article. Therefore, the effect of the adoption 
of the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts would be this: that he would now 
create a qualification for office which did not 
exist at the time these members were elected ; 
that they were eligible to election, but that they 
were afterward required to take an oath which 
they could not ioe. Sir, that would not be 
good faith. We are required to keep good faith 
as well as to require the rebels to do it; and 
when we lay down our conditions and say that 
if those conditions are complied with they shall 
be entitled to admission, if they fairly com- 


some very grave reason, some new and import- 


| ant development, refuse to admit them. 


As I before remarked, for my part I regret 
that the reorganization of these States was not 
confined to men who could take the test-oath ; 
but we did not start out with that principle, but 


we started out with the principle of throwing || ance to deal with so great a question. 


3ut no person prohibited from holding office un- |} 


test-oath. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, it is evident 
to me that the Senate is hardly prepared to go 
on and consider this bill at this time, and for 


| that reason I move that its further considera- 


amendment, || 
| utes. 


tion be postponed until Thursday next. Let 
us have a little time to consider it. We have 
had two or three hours spent without grappling 
with the question, except within a few min- 
Until the Senator from Indiana entered 
on the discussion of the merits of the question 
there was merely a sort of preliminary discus 
sion. I think we want a little time to reflect ; 
and I think a postponement for two or three 
days, certainly until Thursday, will give us an 
opportunity to examine the subject carefully 
and then come in here and settle the question. 

Mr. SUMNER. It would be better to say 
Monday. 

Mr. WILSON. I would not postpone it un- 
necessarily, because we have to meet it, but I 
think certainly it should be postponed for two 
or three days. Therefore I make the motion 
to postpone the bill until Thursday next. 

Mr. STEWART. I hope that will not be 


done. It is very obvious that it will do no 
good. We have had the measure postponed 


over the vacation. Senators have had plenty 
of leisure to examine it if they desired to do 
so. No one has been able to find a reason 
worthy of consideration why we should not 
proceed and act affirmatively at once. Sen- 
ators do not show wherein Virginia has not 
complied with our laws. This is a privileged 
question above all others. It was the duty of 
Senators to inform themselves about it. No 
new light can be got in this way. As the re- 
organization proceeded we read from day to 
day each step in the newspapers. No Senator 
is going to have any more light on the subject 
by a postponement than he now has. 

The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. W11- 
son] comes in and says that there has been 
nothing said about the question until within a 
few minutes; all has been preliminary; sev 
eral hours have been spent and thrown away. 
That may be. I suppose all that is said here 
may be thrown away when that Senator is not 
on his feet. It seems to me that the time has 


| been wellemployed. Senators have been wast 


| ply with those conditions we cannot without | 


ing their ingenuity to try and find some reason 
how not to do it, and, I submit, have not suc- 
ceeded. Their arguments amount to nothing, 
because they have not shown any reason that 
they or Congress would be willing to stand on 
for excluding this State for another day. No 
reason has been shown. I hope the bill will 
not be postponed. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, it seems 
to me that this discussion to-day tends irre- 
sistibly to one conclusion, that the Senate 
is not now prepared to act. I do not say that 
it will not be prepared in one, two, or three 
days, or in a week ; but it is not now prepared 
to act. Not a Senator has spoken, either on 
one side or the other, who has not made points 
of law, some of them presented for the first 
time in this Chamber. Hardly a Senator has 
spoken who has not presented questions of 
fact. How are we to determinethese? Time 
is essential. We must be able to look into the 
papers, to examine the evidence, and, if my 
friend will pardon me, to examine also the 


|| law, to see whether the conclusion on which 


| he stands so firmly is one on which the Sen 


ate can plant itself forevermore. The Senator 
must bear in mind that what we do now with 
reference to Virginia we do permanently and 
irrepealably, and that we affect the interest 
of that great State, and I submit also the satety 
of a large portion of its population. Sir, I am 
not willing to go forward in haste and in a. 
se US 


open to everybody to take part in this reor- |! consider it, let us approach it carefully, and 








ve to it something of that attention which 
ihe grandeur of the interest involved requires. 
| think, therefore, the suggestion of my col- 
league, that this matter be postponed for sev- 
cral days, is proper ; it is only according to the 
rdinary course of business of the Senate, and 
( 18 sustained by manifest reason in this par- 
‘ticular case. I should preferthat the postpone- 
ment was till next Monday, and I will be pre- 
ise in assigning my reason. It is nothing 
personal tomyself. My friend from New York 
said or intimated that if the Senator from Mas- 
wished to be accommodated he 
would be ready, of course, to consent to gratify 
him. Now, Ll would not have it placed on that 
yround; I present it as a question of business, 
und I as a Senator interested in the decision of 


i hu etl 


; this business wish to have time in order to pe- 
ruse these papers and to obtain that knowledge 
which will enable me to decide ultimately on 
ihe ease. I have not now the knowledge that 


| desire with reference to the actual condition 
of things in Virginia. Iam assured by those 
in whom [ place confidence that in the course 
ofa few days that evidence will be fortheom- 
ng. Will not the Senate receive it; will it 
press hastily, heedlessly, recklessly, to a con- 
clusion which, when it has reached, it may here- 
ufier find occasion to regret? Let us, sir, so 
act that we shall have hereafter no regrets; let 
o act that the people of Virginia hereafter 
may be safe, and that they may express their 
ratitade to the Congress of the United States 
that has helped to protect them. 

The Senator from Nevada said that if we 
oppose this present bill we sacrifice the Legis- 
lature Of the State. I suggest to that Senator 
that if we do not oppose the bill we sacrifice 


the people of the State. What, sir, is a Legis- | 
ature chosen as this recent Legislature has | 


been chosen in Virginia, composed of recent 
rebels still filled and seething with that old 
bel fire, what is that Legislature in the scale 
ompared with the safety of that great people ? 
r, [ put in one seale the welfare of the State 
Virginia, the future security of its large pop- 
lation, historic and memorable in our annals, 
and in the other scale 1 put a Legislature com- 
posed of recent rebels. ‘lo save that Legisla- 


ture the Senator from Nevada presses forward | 


io sacrifice the people of the State. 
Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, to save 
the honor of Congress, I ask for action. To 


ave the consistency of this Congress, I ask for | 
action. ‘lo save the good cause, I ask forac- | 


tion. To save the fifteenth amendment, that 
| believe was passed without the vote of the 


Senator from Massachusetis, I ask for action. | 


No Senator has been able to stand upon this 
floor and point out wherein the people of Vir- 
ginia have not complied with all our demands. 

Mr. SUMNER. Does the Senator say that 
| did not vote for the fifteenth amendment ? 

Mr. STEWART. 
when it passed ? 

Mr. SUMNER. 
ways present, 

Mr. STEWART. Then I stand corrected ; 
hut to be entirely sure about it, 1 ask the Sec- 
retary to get the record that it may be exam- 
ined. My recollection is that the Senator did 
not vote for it, but I may be mistaken. Atall 
events he did not advocate it. 

Now, if Virginia is excluded, if the organ- 
ization effected there is broken up, you have lost 
ihe vote of Virginia for the fifteenth amend- 
ment; you have broken your faith with that 
people; you have sent them back to another 


Certainly I was.. I am al- 


election; you have broken down those who | 
have made efforts to carry out your principles, 


und then perhaps the rebel element will be 
triumphant. In Virginia they have a loyal 


Governor elected on a loyal platform, pledged | 


to all the great truths for which we have been 
contending; and there is a Legislature elected 
on the same platform. No Senator ean find 


an exeuse for excluding them. Delay is asked | 
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points of fact ; but no law or fact has been sug- 
gested or can be suggested going to the merits 
of the case. Any delay is to shirk responsi- 
bility. Every Senator should have been pre- 
pared to act upon this great question. 

If, having passed your reconstruction meas- 
ures and invited these people to conform to 
them, and they have done so, you say that one 
month’s examination after it is all done is in- 
sufficient, that you must still take time, you 
put « weapon in the hands of your adversaries. 
‘They will say ‘‘ you have been playing the same 
game that the South played before the war, 
you are trying to manufacture legislation that 
cannot be accepted, you are acting in bad faith ; 
you are playing the old game that was taught 
you in passing fugitive slave laws, when it was 
declared that they were mixing a dose that the 
North could not swallow; they were trying 
how not to do it, how to exasperate the peo- 
ple.’’ Shall we be reproached in the same 
manner, and justly, too? Can we take that 
responsibility and shall it be called hot-haste 
because we ask for action on a question of this 
kind? If there are rebels in the Legislature, 
why did you not provide beforehand that they 
should not be there, as suggested by the gentle- 
man from Indiana? If you did not intend 
that they should participate in reconstruction 
why did you not say so? Why invite them 


| and then exclude them? We cannot occupy 


any such position ; it will not do to occupy it. 

Senators say that the matter has not been 
examined. ‘The matter was examined step by 
step as it progressed. The reconstruction was 
had under your law and under the immediate 
eye of the Administration ; every question was 
submitted to the Administration as to what 
they should do from time to time; and the 
President has sent us a message stating that 


| they have complied with our laws in every par- 


ticular, he receiving the reports of General 
Canby daily as to the condition of things and 
hearing all sides of the question. Virginia has 
been tried by your own trusted Administration 
during the whole of this proceeding for the last 


| year, and no man has been able to suggest 


wherein she has not complied with your laws. 
If she rebels to-morrow, if she tramples upon 
human rights to-morrow, she cannot disgrace 
us by doing it; she will disgrace herself and 
bring retribution sure and certain upon herself. 
But are we to break the faith of this Govern- 
ment because we pledged it to rebels, because 
they are rebels? We knew that they were 
rebels when we plighted that faith ; and if we 
break it now we shall commit a crime that we 
can never atone for. It will not do; we must 
proceed with this bill, and I shall oppose any 
delay and shallask for action, for I know Iam 
right. 


Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, I cannot per- 


| ceive any occasion for such hot haste in the pas- 
Was the Senator present || 


sage of this bill. I donot think we shall break 
faith with the people of Virginia if we do not 
pass it to-day or to-morrow. I have never lis- 
tened to a debate in the Senate since I have 
been a member of the body which more clearly 
indicated to my mind that the Senate was not 
in full possession of the subject. Iam in favor 
of the-postponement of the bill. I am utterly 
unable to see upon what ground it can be sup- 
posed for a moment that this postponement is 
to operate as an exhibition of bad faith on the 
part of Congress. 


I desire, Mr. President, to offer an amend: || 
ment to the bill. I suppose it cannot well be | 


done at this moment while a motion to post- 
pone is pending. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not now in 
order. A motion to postpone or to refer while 
pending prevents amendments being offered, 
being of a higher grade. 

Mr. DRAKE. I ask the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts to withdraw his motion for 
a moment. 


Mr. WILSON. I will do so to accommo- I 


by Senators that they may read papers, and || date the Senator from Missouri. 


they say they can suggest points of law and !! 


Mr. DRAKE. I offer the following amend- ' 
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ment, to come in at the close of the joint re 
lution: 

Provided, That should the Legislature of said Stat. 
at any time hereafter pass any act or resolution Te- 
scinding or annulling its ratification of the fifteenth 
article of amendment to the Constitution of the Uyj- 
ted States, the passage of such act or resolution shq)| 
operate to exclude the said State from representatj.,, 
in Congress and to remand said State to its condi. 
tion immediately prior to the passage of this resoly. 
tion. e 

I wish to remark in reference to this amend. 
ment that while I am as anxious as the Sena. 
tor from Nevada or any other Senator that the 
voice of Virginia in favor of the fifteenth amend. 
ment to the Constitution should be secured 
and that the amendment should be unquestion. 
ably adopted, yet I do not wish that we should 
put ourselves in the position that we shall put 
ourselves in if we admit this State without any 
guarantee whatever against her repeal of her 
ratification of the fifteenth amendment. [rom 
New York, sir, has come the first voice against 
that amendment, in the way of recalling and 
rescinding ratification. The Democratic party 
throughout the country takes ground against 
thatamendment. Lvery State that falls under 
Democratic control will refuse its ratification 
or rescind it if it has previously granted it. | 
do not intend, if I can avoid it, that these rebel 
States coming back here shall play that game 
upon this nation; and they will play it as cer. 
tain as ever they are admitted back here with 
no guarantee for the future. 

Sir, there is a purpose—formerly avowed on 
the floor of this Senate, [ think—a purpose 
avowed and understood throughout the Den 
ocratic party of the nation, to arraign the fif- 
teenth and the fourteenth and the thirteenth 
amendments before the Supreme Court of the 
United States, to have their constitutional 
validity inquired into there, and that inquiry is 
to go back into the organization of the Lezgis- 
latures andinto their action, and into the organ- 
ization of Congress and into its action. We 
have been told here on the floor of the Senate 
that every one of our amendments adopted 
since the rebellion broke out was an absolute 
and downright nullity ; and so the Democracy 
hold; so their speakers before the people pro- 
claim, and itis proclaimed with the view event 
ually to make cases that are to go before the 
Supreme Court of the United States, to have 
determined whether we were a lawful Congress 
and whether our amendments. were lawful 
amendments. Sir, I desire to plant in the way 
of that kind of action every barrier that I can; 
and this is one of them, that that State, fore- 
most in the perfidy of rebellion, shall not have 
the opportunity to cast her perfidy in our tecth 
again. Of all the States in the South that 


80- 


| went into the rebellion that State exhibited the 


darkest and vilest perfidy. I do not wish that 
she should show that trait of her character in 
the face of the American Congress again ; and 
therefore it is that I move this amendment, tha! 


if ever she does attempt to repeal her ratifica 


tion of the fifteenth article of amendments, that 
fact of itself shall expel her from the Halls of 
Congress and remand her to the condition that 
she is in to-day. When you have done that | 


| am not particular as to whether she is admitted 


to-day or next Thursday, the next year, or 
indeed the next decade. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President 

Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator from 
Alabama give way to me for a moment? [he 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumer | 
was mistaken about his vote on the fifteenth 
amendment. Ie did not vote for it. I have 
the record here, and call his attention to it. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I certainly 
am as anxious to protect the loyal people 0! 
the South as any Senator on this floor can be. 
I have seen, probably, as much of the outrages 
on life and liberty and property at the South 
as any Senator on this floor, and I would now 
willingly vote to postpone the consideration 0! 
this bill if the aaiehie Senator from Massa- 





chusetts, or any other Senator, would show 
me how Congress proposes further to protect 
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e loyal people of the South in their rights 
and property. The Congress of the United 
States for four years have been dealing with 
the question of reconstruction, and yet they 


sin thus far failed to do the one thing essen- 
tial to protect the people of the South in life 
and property, and thatis to hang men. W hen 
Congress will show me some means by which 
vou can reach a man, take him, and hang him 
‘or murder, then you may talk to us about 
»rotection. If I can be shown any way in 
which we can bring to the loyal people of 
irginia further protection than by admitting 
er into the Union I am ready to vote forthe 
elav: but I do not see how this is to be done. 
ior myself I see more of safety to the peo- 
nle of Virginia, of all classes and conditions, 
in her immediate admission into the Union, 
in giving over to her the control of her own 
affairs, after we have thrown around her loyal 
neople such safeguards as our wisdom here 
can suggest. Ihave seen the wisdom of this 
in my own State. When I came here, not 
member of this body, two years ago, and 
asked Congress to admit us, 1 saw then that 
we should be safer in our own hands, relying 
upon our own strength, standing upon the jus- 
tice and wisdom of our own principles and 
trusting to the slow correction of public opin- 
ion, to which you finally remand us, than we 
were or could be under any military protection 
or any congressional protection ; and the result 
has vindicated the wisdom of my judgment and 
the wisdom of the judgment of the Congress 
in readmitting the State of Alabama into the 
Union and giving over to her people the con- 
trol of their own affairs. Now, while there 
are many things there that I deplore, while 
life and property are not safe as I would have 
them; while there are many outrages being 
committed there ; while menare being abused— 
yes, murdered—who are guilty of no crime un- 
less loyalty to the flag of our common country 
be acrime; while I deplore these things, yet 
when I look at Georgia and Mississippi and 
‘Texas in the hands of Congress, in the hands 
of the Government of the United States, and 
see these things existing in a tenfold worse 
degree there, | am thankful that we have the 
control of our own affairs; and Ido not see 
that the wisdom of Congress has yet devised a 
way by which mencan be better protected than 
they can when they have the control of their 
own affairs. I know further, too, that in point 
of peace, in point of material prosperity, every 
consideration prompts to the immediate settle- 
ment of this question. 

I know that my own goodly State of Ala- 
bama is to-day five years further ahead in ma- 
terial prosperity and on the road to the final 
settlement of these questions, settled as they 
must be finally by public opinion, than is the 
State of Georgia upon the one hand or the State 
of Mississippi upon the other. Our peopleare 
prosperous to a great extent; they are fast be- 
coming contented ; ourlandsare rising in value ; 
capital andimmigration are flowing inupon us, 
and to-day there are in the State of Alabama 
one thousand miles of railroad being built, the 
rails being laid down upon the earth, which 
would not have been true had we been left in 
the condition of Georgia and of Mississippi 
and of Texas. 

Now the colored people are leaving Virginia | 
in flocks; they are fleeing from the State as 
from a pestilence, and in part it is because of 
the intolerance which exists there, but in good | 
part, also, because of the unsettled condition of 
her affairs, and because of the uncertainty | 
which hangs over her future. P 

But the only reason that has been urged is a 
technical one as to the application of the test- 
oath. Mr. President, I have but little reliance 
in these test-oaths. I would willingly vote to 
wipe them all out. They do not strike fairly. 
‘There is manya man who cannot take the test- 
oath or your reconstruction oath ; there is many 
& man disabled by your fourteenth amendment || 
who is a better man and fitter to be trusted than || 


many who can. It may have its effect in the 
choice of United States Senators. ‘The appli- 
cation of itmay determine whether John Brown 
or John Jones shall be United States Senator, 
but as to its affecting the interests of the State, 
or the question of loyalty or protection to loyal 
men, I have no faith in it. 

And, Mr. President, as we are to be re- 
manded finally to the bar of public opinion, an 
enlightened public opinion throughout the 
country for the settlement of these questions, 
if there be any one thing plainly written upon 
the political horizon it is that we have got to 
abandon, if we have pursued it, this proscrip- 
tive policy. My platform for the South would 
be this: L would go there with the halter in 
oue hund and universal amnesty in the other: 
[ would hang men for murder and I would 
pardon them for rebellion; I would forgive 
past offenses, the offenses committed in rebel- 
lion; but I would hang the murderers of to- 
day. Give us that platform and you will give 
us peace. If we in our wisdom, Mr. Presi- 
dent, can devise some means by which this 
Government can show its power to reach and 
take a murderer in the South and punish him 
one instance of that kind will be worth more 
than a thousand test-oaths. I have been rely- 
ing on test-oaths; Iam sadly discouraged by 
the case of Tennessee. ‘There we have seen 
the policy of proscription applied; there we 
have seen the effort to keep the pyramid upon 
its apex until finally it has tumbled back and 
brought ruin upon all. I have no faith in it. 

Mr. President, I would have Virginia admit- 
ted because I feel that we have exhausted our 
resources in protecting her people; I would 
have her admitted because I feel that her peo- 
ple will be far better off when these questions 
are settled than they are now; I would have 
her admitted because she will be materially 
more prosperous, because then emigration and 
capital will seek her; I would have her admit- 
ted because I would have these questions set- 
tled, that we may go to the country showing 
that we have settled these issues, and receive 
the approval of public opinion. 

[ think that here it is well for us te mark 
carefully how we proceed. ‘This question of 
the fifteenth amendment is atissue here. We 
need the vote of this State for its adoption. 
We understand well that it is the purpose, 
perhaps, of our opponents to bring the ques- 
tion of the adoption of our amendments to the 
bar of the courts. I would rely here again 
upon public opinion. If these questions are 
not made speedily the march of public opinion 
will have swept us by all points of danger, and 
the judgment of the country will have settled 
down upon the conclusion that all men are 
created free and equal, with equal rights as 
citizens. 

Mr. WILSON. I now renew the motion to 
postpone the consideration of this question 
until Thursday next. 

Mr. STEWART. On that I shall ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr.WILLEY. Mr. President, it strikes me 
that there is more involved in this question of 
postponement than might appear at first blush. 
What do we propose to postpone? The Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary have reported 9 joint 
resolution declaring that the State of Virginia 
is now entitled to representation; and that 
brings up no ordinary question. It brings up 
the highest question of privilege, in my esti- 
mation,which could be presented to this body; 
not a question of personal privilege; not a 
question of the privilege of any limited num- 
ber of persons; but the question of privilege 
upon the part of a State of this Union, a whole 
community. That committee have declared it 
as their judgment that the State of Virginia is 
now entitled to representation. If that should 
turn out to be true what do we do by post- 
ponement? We keep a whole State from her 
voice upon this floor. We assume to pass laws 
which are to affect the interests of that whole 
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her people, without her having any voice upon 
this floor where, according to the joint resolu 
tion of the Judiciary Committee, she is now 
entitled to have a voice. Therefore I consider 
this a question of the highest moment, and on 
that should not be postponed a minute longer 
than is absolutely nezessary. 

But it is alleged that time is required to con 
sider this question properly. Why, sir, thi 
joint resolution was reported before the recess 
We have had three weeks’ time to reflect upon 
it ‘without anything to interfere with our re 
flections. 

It is alleged that there is information which 
may be brought to the consideration of the 
Senate highly important and fundamentally 
affecting the question. Why is not that inform 
ation here to-day? Has any excuse been of 
fered why itis not here? Has any good reason 
been alleged why we should not consider thi 
question now? Sir, 1 do not mean to say how 
1 shall vote upon this question when it finally 
comes up; I will hear the discussion upon it; 
bat I do mean to say that this is a question of 
the highest character, a question of the privi 
lege of a State ; and if she is entitled to a voice 
in the enactment of the laws which are to gov 
ern her citizens she ought not to be excluded 
from this floor for one moment unless upon 
the plainest and most palpable and best rea 
sons. 

‘There is another thing that I will say here 
before | take my seat, for I did not rise to dis 
cuss the merits of the question. The Congress 
of the United States, in my estimation, stands 
pledged to admit Virginia unless good reason 
be shown to the contrary. It is alleged, the 
President of the United States in his message 
has alleged, that she has complied with every 
condition which we imposed upon her. The 
Judiciary Committee have not made a written 
report on the subject, but the joint resolution 
which they present to the Senate is the best 
report they could make in regard to that fact, 
that she has complied with every condition 
which we have imposed upon her, and they 
have reported the fact that she is now entitled 
to representation. Having fully complied with 
every condition, so far as we know, being now 
entitled to representation, if such be the fact 
how can we consistently stand here in ou: 
places and postpone her rights upon this floor 
and in this Government one moment more 
than is necessary to ratify the conclusion, if it 
be a correct conclusion ; and if it is not cor 
rect let Senators allege the reasons why it is 
not correct. 

Senators say, ‘‘ Give us time.”’ 


, 


Have they 
not had ample time? Have they not had all 
the leisure time they could desire? Shall we 
stand here interposing mere dilatory pleas in 
the way of a State of this Union, prohibiting 
her from her voice on this floor, when the 
highest committee of this body has solemnly 
reported to us that she is entitled to repre- 
sentation in Congress? 

Sir, I cannot, consistently with my views of 
propriety in this case, consent to one moment's 
delay. I with the distinguished Senator from 
Indiana, if I had had my will in this measure, 
would have placed additional restrictions in 
the original bills beyond those which are in- 
cluded in those bills. I, too, would have 
required that the members of her Legislature 
betore they came into court, like parties com 
ing into a court of equity, should come with 
clean hands. Bat, sir, we did not make that! 
requisition ; we did not impose that conditi 
We presented to the people of Virginia co: 
ditions upon their compliance with which 
solemnly declared by our enactments we wou 
receive them into practical relations wit! 
Government. It has been reported 
executive government that Virginia has co: 
plied; the Judiciary Committee of the Senat: 
have impliedly reported to the same fact ; and 
to-day no official reason, no authentic reason 
or fact has been adduced to the contrary. 


State, the lives of her people, the interests of |i Therefore, I am unwilling to see this high 
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question, this fundamental question, this ques- 
tion of the highest privilege and import post- 
poned one minute longer than is necessary to 
iake the vote on the subject. 


have listened to the debate anxious to hear 
some reason given by those who desire to post- 
pone the measure why it should be postponed. 
| have as yet heard no reason stated why we are 
not as ready to act on the question now as we 
shall be a month hence. 

The only real question which seems to me 
to admit of doubt here is whether the mem- 
bers of the Assembly of Virginia are or are 
not excluded rightfully from their positions by 
being under the ban of the fourteenth amend- 
ment. It has not been asserted on the floor 
of the Senate this morning, or if so I have not 
heard it, that there is any member of that Legis- 
lature who would be excluded from it by the 
disabilities which are imposed by the third 
article of the fourteenth amendment tothe Con- 
stitution. 
way, that the members of either house of the 
Legislature of the State of Virginia are dis- 
qualified by the provisions of the fourteenth 
amendment, it is a very simple matter to pro- 
vide for their taking an oath that they are not 
so disqualified. They will then be shut out. 

Kut the idea that the members of that Legis- 
lature should take the test-oath is an entirely 
new one so far as my observation of any of the 
other States which have been reconstructed 
goes. It is certain that the members of the 
legislatures of the reconstructed States already 
admitted to representation have not been 
required to take the test-oath. It is certain 
that the members of no convention which has 
been called under the acts of reconstruction 
to form constitutions for the several States 
already admitted to representation have been 
required to take the test-oath. If we should 
now insist upon the taking of the test-oath by 
the members of the Virginia Legislature it 
would be exacting new conditions after they 
have complied with the conditions already laid 
down. 

Unless it can be distinctly shown that the 
people of Virginia have not complied with the 
conditions which were laid down in the act 
under which their constitution was formed I 
believe the good faith of the Republican party 
requires that we should pass the joint reso- 
lution which has been reported by the com- 
mittee, and without delay. I do not conceive 
that it is a matter of no moment whether it is 
passed to-day, to-morrow, ornext week. The 
State of Virginia stands knocking at the doors 
of the Capitol for her rights in the Union of 
the States. She has complied in letter and 
form with all that we clad of her. 

if 1 understood the remarks of the Sena- 
tors rightly here this morning, the real objec- 
tion to her admission is not that she has not 
complied in form and letter with the acts of 
reconstruction, but itis that life and property 
and person are not as safe in Virginia as we 
might desire they should be. And here let me 
say to Senators that acts of Congress will never 
make life and property safe in the southern 
States; that test-oaths will never make life 
and property safe in those States; that relying 
on that kind of legislation to insure peace in 
the States of the South will prove to be relying 
on a broken reed, and the sooner we dispos- 
sess ourselves of the idea that this or that 
particular oath, this or that particular quali- 
fication for public office in those States will 
conduce to the preservation of the rights of 
liberty and property, the better it will be for 
us and for the people of those States. 

‘or thirty years in the States recently in in- 
surrection there has been a rule, not of law, 
butof violence. For thirty years preceding the 
rebellion there was but one class of sentiments 
that could be expressed with safety in the 
South. Let me ask Senators if they suppose, 
after the excitement of the last eight years, 


If that be the chief difficulty in the | 


| 
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| every incentive to violence and outrage which 
| has been presented by the war and the years 


te | which followed it, that society shall so sud- 
Mr. SAWYER. I trust, Mr. President, that | 
this motion to postpone will not prevail. 1 | 


denly change in those localities that we shall 
have in places where outrage and violence have 
prevailed for years the peace and good order 
which prevail in Massachusetts? Those who 
expect it may look in vain to statutes, to test- 


|| oaths, to exclusions under this or that amend- 


ment of the Constitution. Sir, there are cer- 
tain evils in those States which can be cured 
by time and by time only, and the civilization 
which will be sure to come upon those people 
| now that the root of bitterness, the fountain 
| of all the evils almost which afflict those socie- 


the spirit of lawlessness and disorder which 
»revailed in the South for years before the war 





from the peculiar relations of the subject race 


legislation will not cure it. 

We must not forget that nine tenths, I had 
almost said ninety-nine hundredths of the pop- 
ulation in those States were in the rebel army 


when we undertake to govern those States 
without making use of that element of the 
population we are attempting to make bricks 
without straw, to use the language of one of 
the generals who commanded one of our mili- 
tary districts. There is not, I believe, one 
single commandant of a military district who 


those men who have been brought into this 
direct contact with the people of those States? 


patriotism, in whose statesmanship, and in 
whose Republicanism, speaking in a partisan 


ommend certain things to be done as necessary 
to good order and law there, do we stand here 
to impose new conditions and restrict within 


may select good oflicers ? 


formed, has complied with all the conditions 
which were laid down in the act for her recon- 
struction. Congress stands pledged to Vir- 
ginia, to the country, to its own self-respect 


by the adoption of the joint resolution now 
before us. Delay is simply for the purpose of 
remanding her to a state of military govern- 
ment. That is what it means; that is what 
every Senator who votes for the postponement 
of this joint resolution has in his eye. 
remand the State of Virginia to military gov- 
ernment and wait until she shall elect as mem- 


Congress, those who agree with us in political 
faith. 


Iam a Republican. 
of the Republican party are the principles on 
which alone the administration of this Govern- 
ment can go on prosperously for the nation. 
I believe that the duty of the patriot at this 
time and for the last seven or eight years is 
and has been to be a Republican. I believe 
that the principles of the Republican party are 
the principles of true republicanism. But, sir, 
if we are to take the ground that we will not 
admit a State to her practical relations with 
the Union until she sends to us Representa- 
tives and Senators who are professors of the 
faith of the Republican party, I submit that I 
know not why Totend on this floor; I submit 
that I know not the mission of the Republican 
party. I believe that were that our object, we 


should by a postponement of this resolution 
do more to defeat the true interests of repub- 
licanism, than we should by admitting a State 
every one of the members of Congress from 


with all the passions aroused by the war, with 


ties has been taken from them. The violence, | 


is the same spirit which prevails now. It arose | 


and active participants in the rebellion; and | 


has not in his reports to the War Office said | 
that one thing needful for a correct admin- | 
istration of the duties of his office there was | 
the repeal of the test-oath or its modification. | 
Shall we presume that we are always wiser than 


When general after general, men in whose | 
sense even, we have the highest confidence, rec- | 


yet narrower limits the field from which we | 


Sir, Virginia, unless [ am grossly misin- || 


and good faith, to admit her to representation | 


It is to | 


bers of her Legislature, and as members of | 


Mr. President, from the bottom of my heart | 
i believe the principles | 


| Mr. WILSON. Notnow. 
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which had to have his disabilities removed 
before he was admitted, and every one of whon 
would vote with our Democratic opponents | 
[ have seen something in the past few years 
of the effect of political proscription, and | 
know that there are all over the South hun. 
dreds and thousands of men who but for the 
test-oath would have been with us to-day 
acting with the Republican party and support. 
ing the acts of reconstruction in good faith 
I believe the cardinal evil of the reconstruction 
measures as originally passed was the exclusioy 
of those men who were the natural leaders of the 
southern people from participation in the form. 
ation of thenew governments. While those men 
_ are where they can exercise no political power. 
_ where they can hold no political office, they do 
_ not hold themselves responsible for the disordey 
and peace of the communities in which the 
live. ‘Take from them those disabilities which 


: ‘ } lie upon them, and then you can say to them 
to the dominant race in those States, and our | 


‘you are as responsible as I am for the peace 
and good order of this community.” Byt 
while men who have high social position jy 
the community, men who have the natural and 
acquired capacity for administering the duties 
of the offices in their neighborhood are pro- 
scribed from holding them, you cannot with 
any sort of reasonableness call upon them to 
assist you in doing work from which you haye 
by statute excluded them. 

But, Mr. President, I do not wish to make 
any extended remarks on this subject at this 
time. I rose for the purpose of asking any 
Senator who knows a good reason why the joint 
resolution should be postponed to state it now. 
I want to know whether the reason is what I have 
imagined it perhaps to be, and that is to pass 
some other bill, which will throw the State of 
_ Virginia back under military authority, and un- 
do practically all that has been done in the last 
|| year, with the approval of the Administration, 
| with the approval of a large majority of the 
people of Virginia, with the approval of a large 
majority of the Republican party in the State 
of Virginia, with the approval of not merely 
| the successful but the unsuccessful candidate 
| for Governor in that State. I want to know 

what reason there is for postponing this reso- 
| lution, when fd believe it can be safely asserted 
that that eminent officer of the Government 
| who has had the supervision of this recon- 
| struction, knowing all the facts, having been 
in daily and hourly contact with the people of 
Virginia of all classes, is at this moment of the 
opinion that the wisest thing for Congress to 
do is to pass this resolution. 
| Mr. WILSON. I must confess, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that I do not understand the hot haste 
with which certain Senators press this measure. 
I ask to have it go over antil Thursday, two or 
three days, and I do it for the reason that! 
think we shall then be better prepared to act 
|| upon it and more likely all to concur in it. 
That Virginia is to come in, and come in soon, 
|| no man here doubts; but I suppose we havea 
| right to look at the matter; we have a rightto 
read and know something more upon the sub- 
ject, and I think some of the Senators who 
|| have spoken, especially the last Senator, ought 
| to have at least three days to study this ques- 
| tion. He tells us that we are pledged to admit 

Virginia. If that Senator understood better 
'the history of our legislation here he would 
| know that we have given no such pledge what- 
| 








ever. We have given no assurance, no pledge 
to Virginia that we will admit her. It is not 
| in the law, it is not in the debates, it is not in 
| reason; and I advise Senators who hold that 
‘| view—— 

Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator allow me 


to ask him a question? 


I advise Senators 
who hold that view to take at least three days 
' to study the question. Some of us have been 
| here during the whole of this discussion, have 
| read the laws, have helped to frame them, 


| | understand the debates, and think we know a 


little something about the general purposes of 
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the Government. Now, sir, all that Congress 
has done has been to pass an act providing 
that Virginia shall go so far; and when she 
has gone thus far. she shall go no further until 
we act, and we are free to act as we please. 
We can accept her or reject her, or we can 
make such modifications and such changes as 
we believe the good of Virginia and the safety 
of the country require. ‘That is all that we 
have done; and I ask simply that this measure 
shall go over for three days. : 

| expect Virginia to come in. I apprehend 
there never would have been any trouble about 
‘tif it had not been for the palpable mistakes 
of our own friends there; that Virginia would 
ave been reconstructed, and a Republican 
State more than one year ago, and that, too, 
bya majority of twenty thousand, I never enter- 
tained a doubt. But, sir, we cannot guaranty 
men’s wisdom ; we cannot make them prefer 
public considerations to rene or subordinate 
their ambition tothe public good. Weare havy- 
ingsome evidences of that in Tennessee. Our 
duty is to bring these States back as speedily as 
possible consistent with safety and security. 

Mr. President, we have beentold, if I rightly | 


understand the Senator from South Carolina, || 


that ‘‘ the natural leaders ’’ of the South should 
come back here. Well, sir, I shall not object 
tothem. Onthecontrary, lam growing alittle 
stronger in the opinion thatit would be well for 
usto havesome ofthemcomehere. I go further 
than this: I do not agree with what has been 


said by the Senator from Indiana and the Sen- || 


ator from West Virginia, who seem to be in 
such haste to-day ; I do not believe we ought 
to have attempted to confine the reconstruc- 
tion of the South entirely to loyal men, men 
who had no part or lot in the war. You could 
not reconstruct the southern States and stand 
an hour on that basis. It was a matter of im- | 
perative necessity to allow that portion of the 

southern men who were ready to accept the 

results of the war to have a part in the work 

of reconstruction. 

I was in favor of doing precisely what we 
have done; and we have acted, I think, wisely. 
‘The fact that we have had to act more than 
once is nothing against us. Those measures 
were wise in their time, and safe and careful. 
We reserved all pledges, made none, gave 
none; never would; always refused to do so; 
keeping the whole power in our own hands, 
and legislating when we pleased and as we 
pleased, and for the good of all; and the re- 
construction policy of this Government, when 
ine pee away and people go back and read 
it and study it carefully and understand all its 
parts, will be understood to be humane, to be 
just, to be eminently wise and to have worked 
out grand results, and, as the Senator from 
Illinois [Mr. Trumpvui.] suggests, liberal. 
There is nothing like it in the history of the 
world. 

We are told that Virginia is knocking at the | 
door. She went out without knocking, and 
ihen she knocked for four years with bayonets 
to come in. Now, sir, suppose we let her 
knock for two or three days. 
what particular harm will be done. Virginia 
will come in, and will come in in good time. 
[ tuink she might have been here two years 
ago, and would have been in with a good, wise, 
and liberal management there, not by the act 
of Congress, but by a policy that would have 
put the cause of the Union, the cause of lib- 
erty, and the cause of justice above the petty 
ambitions of politicians. ‘That has been our 
trouble. We have had a great deal to do here 
to correct the want of wisdom exhibited in 
some portions of the country. Congress must 
not bear that, and the great loyal people of this 
country must not bear it. We can make laws, 
but we cannot make wise men to execute them. | 

Now, sir, all I have asked to-day is a delay | 
of two or three days; and I do not do it be- 
cause I am opposed to Virginia. I see oppo- 
sition here. Two amendments have 
proposed to-day, one by a member of the 


I do not see || 


committee, which I consider a wise one, and I 
intend to vote for it. 

We owe it to the country to be careful, to 
look well before us; for when our work is done 
it cannot very readily be undone. I voted for 
the admission of the State of Tennessee, and 
I am glad Idid it. She came here, did a good 
work, and would have remained to do a good 
work if it had not been for the ambition and 
want of principle of public men there. That 
isthetrouble. Weare responsible for it. Now 
we are begged to act, to correct—what? To 
correct the weakness and wickedness and folly 
of men who ought to have been wiser and better. 

Now, sir, I for one object. 1 have helped 
to fight the battle of reconstruction from the 
beginning, have endeavored to be liberal and 
just toward these States lately in rebellion, and 
mean to be to the last. But because I ask for 
three days of time that gentlemen who are op- 
posed to it may look into this matter carefully, 
that they may examine these various proposi- 
tions, there seems to be some little feeling, 


some little excitement, and some attempt to | 


hold some of us opposed to completiug the 
great work of reconstruction. Sir, reconstruc- 
tion is an assured fact. 
ment is a certainty, and was from the time it 
was passed. The ideas embodied in this legis- 
lation and these acts are imbedded and fixed 
in the very soil of the continent, and are as 


|| sure to triumph as the throne of God is to stand 
and to overwhelmall who interpose their petty | 


obstacles to them. 


Mr. FOWLER. Mr. President, lamin favor 


| of admitting Virginia to representation in Con- 


gress. I do not see, however, any necessity 


| for passing this measure to-day, and I believe I 


shall vote for the postponement for three days. 
My reason is this: if no injustice has been done 
already, either to the rights or interests of 


| the State, or the dignity and rights of the peo- 


ple of the State, I do not see that any injustice 
can be done by postponing the consideration 
of the matter for one, two, or three days further. 
Whenever any Senator may ask a postponement 


The fifteenth amend- | 


of this or any other measure for the purpose of | 


examining it, I certainly think that opportunity 
ought to be afforded, especially as the Senator 
from Massachusetts has assured us that the 


measures which were passed particularly for the | 
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reconstruction of the southern States were wise, || ; BS ‘ ) 
|| not resurrect it to life by anything short of an 


and that wisdom, he assures us, if I am not 
mistaken, came, to a great extent, from him. 
We therefore have the double assurance that 
the same wisdom will be continued in this 
matter. Hence we shall have the advantage 
of that with us to the end, all of which I con- 
cede, and I think it is all proper. 

I have but one remark to make with reference 
to my own State. It has pleased every person 


| who has spoken here, from the roaring lion 


| tions to them for nothing. 


een || recent election in that State. 


down to the very humblest member, to bring 
accusations against the State of Tennessee, I 
do not know for what reason. She gave them 
no pledges at any time. She is under obliga- 
The reformations 
that she made she made herself. Congress 


|| almighty power at the present time. 


330 


necessary to be exercised toward those people 
would have made that a Republican State for- 
ever. That prudence and that wisdom were 
not found there. The Republicans of the State 
of Tennessee had the power, they had the en- 
tire control, they had the authority over the 
State of Tennessee, and they lost it because 
they had not the virtue or the wisdom to hold 
it, and it cannot go back to them again. I re 
gret this, sir; I regret it as muchas any person. 
| commenced acting with the Republican party 
in the State of Tennessee when I could count 
all of them on the fingers of one hand. The 
men who are honored here and throughout the 
country, but who broke in pieces the Repub 
lican party of Tennessee by their vulgar ambi- 
tion, are the men who should be arraigned here 
and not the people of Tennessee. ‘The rebels, 
whom it pleases everybody to denounce, and 
toward aa there is no forgiveness unless 
they bow down humbly and come and profess 
to be Republicans of the extreme Radicalstamp, 
those of them who were swift to turn when the 
occasion took place, are the men who have 
been honored, are the men who have been in- 
stalled in office. The Union men who stood 
firmly by the flag of the country, and who sac- 
rificed everything, have throughout all that 
State been trampled under foot. There is not 
a solitary one of them now in place. It is the 
laggards, the cow-boys during the rebellion, 
who hastily came around and took occasion to 
profess warm Radicalism who have the posi- 
tions and the places and who broke in pieces 
the Republican party in Tennessee. 

Nor do I propose to blame Governor Senter 
at the present time for the position that he 
took. He did no more than was done by his 
predecessors. He did it on a more wholesale 
order, it is true; but he had more authority 
for the action which he took. Had not the 
unfortunate quarrel taken place there between 
Republicans for position, if not for worse, as | 


| think I am prepared to show, ‘’ennessee would 


have been secure. But feeling strong in the 
power of the bayonet, which they could call 
out at any time, trusting nothing to faith, trust- 
ing nothing to good principle, trusting nothing 
to the progress and education of the people, 
they pursued their ambitious schemes until! 
the Republican party stinks in the nostrils of 
every honest man in the State. You could 


The 


|| bayonet cannot do it; oaths cannot do it. 


did not go into the State of Tennessee and | 


legislate for the people there. I speak only 
for the people of the State, many of whom I 
have no particular interest in whatever more 
than I have in the people of any other State 
in the United States. 
to having a people willfully, deliberately, and 
shamefully misrepresented on the floor of the 
Senate of the United States. I think that 
Senators before they bring such accusations 
here ought to be assured that they speak the 
truth in regard to a great people. No man 
has a right on the floor of the Senate to utter 
what is improper or incorrect. He ought to 


|| take time on this and on every measure to 


consider it fairly and properly. 

Now, sir, with regard to the State of Ten- 
nessee, I hope soon to take occasion to explain 
to the Senate and to the country the result of the 
Prudence, wis- 


I have no confidence, either, in the present 


| Legislature of Tennessee, which has met and 


was composed of the very kind of men of whom 
I have been speaking; but I have an abundant 
confidence in the convention which is shortly 


| to assemble in the State of ‘Tennessee, almost 


nine tenths of the members of which probably 
were in the rebel service. A great majority 
of them are men of ability ; and if their pro- 
fessions are to be relied upon, as I think they 
can be—I have no wish to call them in ques- 
tion now—they will stand firmly up to all the 
advanced principles of the present age, and 
they will prove to the country that they, too, 
have advanced during this wonderful period 
of the war. I hope, sir, we shall hear no more 
of these wrong, unjust, silly accusations, unsus- 


|| tained by proof, made against the people of 


dom, and that good faith which was absolutely | 


Bat, sir, Iam opposed || 


that State. 

Mr. WILSON. Will the Senator allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. FOWLER. Most assuredly. 

Mr. WILSON. If I understand the Senator, 
he refers to remarks made by me? 

Mr. FOWLER. Tosome ofthem ; not these 
last ones at all. 

Mr. WILSON. I wish to say simply to the 
Senator, if he will allow me, that he has reaf- 
firmed all I said and gone into particulars. I 
do not put the blame in Tennessee upon either 
one side or the other. I see it all around. 

Mr. FOWLER. I shall do the Senator from 
Massachusetts the justice to say that I was glad 
to hear him make the statement, and it con- 
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firmed me altogether in the wisdom that he 


professes to have used on all these questions | 


und the justice that he exercises so generally 
on all measures with reference to this subject. 
! went into the statements I have made to con- 
firm the trath in a great measure of what he 
has said. He has shown at any rate that he 
understood that subject. The only exception I 
take is to the infallibility always of his state- 
ments of his wisdom. 

{ am opposed to another doctrine that I 
heard advanced on the floor of the Senate 
this morning by a Senator, that he would go 
into the South with a general amnesty in one 
land and a halter in the other. [ was aston- 
ished, | must confess, to hear that statement 


| Congress, Congress, keeping that same good 


faith, would be equally bound to admit them 
to their practical relations with the Govern- 
ment. That is the pledge to which I referred. 


| It is a pledge which I am quite certain is bind- 


ing upon that Senator’s conscience, and which 
he willshowis binding upon him when he comes 
to vote upon this question. 

I have studied these reconstruction acts, Mr. 
President, and 1 am surprised that Senators on 
this floor to-day should rise and make it a ques- 


| tion whether certain oaths are or are not re- 


made by so young a man as he who made it. | 


I had expected to find in his heart nobler prin- 
ciples. I had expected to find youthful blood, 
generous impulses. I think he was hastily and 
unfortunately thrown into the expression of a 
sentiment of that kind. I always thought that 


would have sent him with the Bible or a 
school-book in one hand and amnesty in the 
other. 1 thought he would have planted a 


quired by them. I am surprised that some 
Senators who have had such long experience 


_ in this body,and who have so much betterreason 


to be advised on this point than younger mem- 


bers on this floor, should not have observed | 


more cautiously the current of legislation on 
this now familiar, and almost too familiar sub- 
ject. 

But, sir, as I said, I did not rise to reply to 


| the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, ex- 
he came from a land and from a people who || 


| this discussion. 


church on every hill-top of Alabama and in |, 
| upon your table, and | therefore move thatthe 


every one of her valleys; that he would have 
established a system of common schools there ; 
that he would have carried there the senti- 


ments and principles of civilization that he | 


learned in his own great State. I regret very 
much that the war has so far demoralized him 
that he has forgotten the cause which made her 
80 great. 

Mr. President, I did not rise for the purpose 
of vindicating any portion of the country, but 
for the purpose of repelling these unjust accu- 
sations that are leveled against the people of 
my own State, and, I will say, against the peo- 
ple of the whole South. There is no founda- 
tion, | undertake to say, and no man can sustain 
them by anything like reliable proof, for the 
statements that the people of the southern States 
ure the murderous crew that they have been 
represented to be. itis not true of the people 
of the State of Tennessee. There lias been less 
violence since the close of the war in that State, 
in the same length of time, than ever betore ; 
iid, in my judgment, less violence and less 
brutal murders have been committed in the 
State of Tennessee within the same time than 
have been committed in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, with all the boasted civilization and all 
the refinement and all the advantages that that 
State possesses. I know of no people who are 
at present more in the enjoyment of peace and 
tranquillity and better prepared to adopt the 
advanced principles of civilization of this age, 
and to meet the requirements and the lessons 


ceptin asingle point where he had seemed to 
misunderstand me. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Ido not rise tq mingle in || 
There are a variety of ex- || 


ecutive communications, we are apprised, sir, 


Senate proceed to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Before putting | 


the question on that motion the Chair, if there 


be no objection, will lay before the Senate cer- | 


tain messages which should be presented in 


| open session. 


Several Senators. Certainly. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The VICK PRESIDENT laid before the 


Senate the following message from the Presi- 


_ dent of the United States: 
| Jo the Senate of the United States : 


In response to the resolution of the Senate of De- 
cember 9, 1869, requesting the information in posses- 
sion of the President or any of the Departments 
relating to the action which has been had in the 
district of Virginia, under the act ‘‘ authorizing the 








January 10, 


now is on the motion of the Senator fro 
Maine, that the Senate proceed to the -. 
sideration of executive business. . 
The motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in executive session the doors wer. 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. ; 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs. 
Monpay, January 10, 1870. 

The House met at twelve o’ clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Butter. 

The Journal of Wednesday, December »» 
1869, was read and approved. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. This being Monday, 4), 
first business in order will be the call of 4), 
States and Territories, beginning with the Stq;,. 
of Maine, for the introduction of bills and joj, 
‘| resolutions for reference to their appropriate 
committees, and not to be brought back |), 
motions to reconsider. Under this call mem, 
rials and resolutions of State and territorig| 
Legislatures are in order. 


POST ROUTES IN MAINE, 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, introduced g })) 
(H. R. No. 709) for establishing post routes jy 
Maine; which was read a first and secon 


|| time, and referred to the Committee on {iy 
Post Office and Post Roads. 
TIME FOR MEETING OF CONGRESS. 
| Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, also introduce 
_a bill (H. R. No. 710) changing the time {o; 
| the future convening of the Congress of the 
|| United States; which was read a first and se 
ond time, referred to the Committee on ti 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
PROTECTION OF AMERICAN CITIZENS. 
| Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, also introduce! 
a bill (H. R. No. 711) to protect America; 
citizens; which was read a first and secon! 
time, and referred to the select Committee | 
the Reorganization of the Civil Service of tly 
Government. 


submission of the constitutions of Virginia, Missis- | 


sippi, and Texas to a vote of the people, and author- 
izing the election ef State officers provided by the 
said constitutions, and members of Congress,’ ap- 
proved April 10, 1869, I have the honor to transmit 
\erewith the reports of the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of War, and the Attorney General, to 


| whom severally the resolution was referred. 


taught by the war, than those persons who are | 


about to assemble in the city of Nushville, or | 


who did assemble there on this very day. 


Mr. SAWYER. Iwill not intrude on the 


Senate but for one moment. I do not wishto 


reply to the honorable Senator from Massa- | 
chusetts ; least of all should I wish to reply to | 


the tone which he has seen fit to adopt, but which 


| am quite certain five minutes’ reflection would | 


have prevented him from adopting. I wish to 
correct him, however, on one point in which 
he commented upon my remarks. He says | 
have studied the reconstruction acts to very 
little purpose unless I have found out that 
there is nothing in them pledging Congress to 
the people of Virginia to admit her to repre- 
sentation. I did not mean by my remarks to 
give an impression that there was in terms a 
pledge enacted by Congress to admit the State 
of Virginia after she should have done certain 
things ; but that Senator knows as well as I do 
that the whole country regarded the recon- 
struction acts as conditions upon the fulfillment 
of which Congress was bound to admit the 


States which had so fulfilled them. It did not | 


need that it should be put into the reconstruc- 
tion acts in expressterms, but it was understood 
that if those States in good faith complied with 
all the conditions which had been laid down by 


| 


! 


U.S. GRANT. 


| Executive MANSION, 


Wasnrneton, D. C., January 10, 1870. 


The message was ordered to lie on the table, 


_ and be printed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before 
the Senate a message from the President of the 
United States, in response to the resolution of 
the Senate of the 8th of December, 1869, re- 
questing him to inform the Senate ‘‘ whether 
since the last session of Congress any negotia- 


tions have taken place or been proposed be- | 


tween this Government and the Government of 
Great Britain and Ireland in respect to a recip- 
rocity treaty or reciprocity laws on the subject 


of trade and commerce between the United | 
States and the Dominion of Canada; and that, | 
if consistent with the public service, he com- | 
municate to the Senate any correspondence | 
that may have taken place since the last ses- | 
sion of Congress on that subject between the | 


Executive and the Government of Great Britain 
and Jreland or that of the Dominion of Can- 
ada;’’ which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from 


| the Postmaster General, transmitting, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate of 17th | 
of December, 1869, copies of all correspond- | 


ence in the negotiations had with the French 
Government to secure a modification of the 
postal convention with France of March 2, 


1857; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Post Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to 


be printed. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 


NAVAL RANK, ETC. 

Mr. STEVENS introduced a bill (H. R. N 
712) to provide an advisory board and regula’ 
rank in the Navy of the United States, and! 

' other purposes; which was read a first au 
second time, referred to the Committee | 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STEVENS also introduced a bill (1! 

%. No. 713) to regulate the rank of the medi 
cal staff of the Navy; which was read a firs 
and second time, referred to the Committee o: 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


ENTRY OF CANADIAN PRODUCTIONS. 


Mr. POLAND introduced a bill (H.R. No. 
714) authorizing the entry of Canadian produc 
tions without consular certificate ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to th 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
| printed. 


DELIGHT DRAPER. 

Mr. SMITH, of Vermont, introduced a bil! 
(H. R. No. 715) for the payment of back pen- 
sion to Delight Draper ; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit: 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 


| ST. ALBANS BANK. 


Mr. SMITH, of Vermont, also introduced 

a bill (H. R. No. 716) for the relief of the St. 

_ Albans bank of St. Albans, Vermont; which 
was read a first and second time, and referre( 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 


PENSION LAWS. 


Mr. HOAR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
717) to amend the pension laws; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
| to be printed. 


FRANK H. MANN. 


| Mr. HOAR also introduced a bill (H. R. 
‘| No. 718) for the relief of Frank H. Mann; 
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as a — 


which was read a first and second time, and IMPROVEMENT OF MOBILE BAY duced a bill (H. R. No. 737) for the relief of 
referred to the Committee of Claims. Mr. BUCK introduced a bill (H. R. No. | the trustees of the Mossey Creek East Ten- 
PROCEEDINGS IN CRIMINAL CASES. 726) to provide for the improvement of the onan College ; which was read a first and 

fc. FERRISS introduced a bill (EH. R. No. || Tiver, bay, and harbor of Mobile, Alabama ; || Secon time, and referred to the Committee 
a ee . . : . | which was read a first and second time, referred | Of Claims. 

19) to extend the time for the prosecution of to the Co tt C sictienemioatiniend PRIVATE LANDS CLAIMS 

certain offenses; which was read a first and on ha * oak ee ee ee Me OR eek. ad, eat 

-econd time, and referred to the Committee on 0 be printed. _ Mr. ORTH introduced a bill (H. R. No 

Revision of the Laws of the United States. POST ROUTE IN OIIO. 138) to expedite the survey of private land 
MARITIME ADVENTURES AND CONTRACTS. Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, introduced a bill || ©!#!™s; which was read a first and second 


time, and referred to the Committee on Priva 


Mr. TANNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. (H. R. No. 727) to establish a post road in Land Claims. 


720) to facilitate the adjustment of controver- the State of Ohio; which was read a first and 


sies between parties interested in maritime | second time, and referred to the Committee POST ROAD IN ILLINOIS 

~— - 7 . © aT Jac y a ne > ne > , . ey ° 
adventures and contracts in the port of New || on the Post Office and Post Roads. Mr. CULLOM introduced a bill (H. R. N 
York, and to establish a board of port wardens ; ONTO MAIL ROUTE. | 739) to establish a post road in the State of 
which was read a first and second time. Mr. WELKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. Illinois; which was read a first and second 


Mr. TANNER. I move that this bill be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BROOKS. I think the bill ought to go 


time, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


| 728) to establish a mail route in the State of 
Ohio; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Post 


. ad Office and Post Roads. TREATY OF GUADALOUPE HIDALGO, 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. Me OC = nai tl a 
Mr. TANNER. The bill relates to the com- AMENDMENT OF THE HOMESTEAD ACT. : Mr. COOK introduced a rh H. It. No. 740) 
merce carried on at the port of New York, and Mr. LAWRENCE introduced a bill (H. R. | pesksas oad ae — a a 
it strikes me that the Committee on Commerce |, No. 729) toamend the homestead act, and for |; , , d a f& . aa eae ‘ eee ¥ 1 a 
is the appropriate committee. other purposes; which was read a first and || “ . Scone time, Fererrec tO th 


Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 


Mr. BROOKS. Perhaps we could judge || second time, referred to the Committee on the 
be printed. 


better as to the proper reference if the bill | Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


: MRS. ELIZABETH YORK. 

were read ; ean ime to in one relates IMPORTED ANIMALS. _— ~ecei roms. aaa A 

to a question of law, and ought, therefore, to go \ TAIT: . . hi eee Mr. i ay « Is, introduced a bill 
: : «a: Mr. BECK introduced a bill (H. R. No 730 In 7 . os 

to the Committee on the Judiciary. I move ; \ . (ov) || (H. R. No. 741) granting a pension to Mrs. 


to repeal all tariff duties now imposed on ani- 
mals imported into the United States from 
foreign countries for breeding purposes ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
| to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


Elizabeth York, widow of Dr. Shubal York, 
late surgeon of the fifty-fourth regiment Illi- 
nois volunteer infantry ; which was read a first 
|| and second time, and referred to the Commit 
|| tee on Invalid Pensions. 


to amend the motion of my colleague [ Mr. 
Tanner] by striking out ‘*Commerce’’ and 
inserting ‘* Judiciary.’’ 
Onagreeing tothe amendment of Mr. Brooks 
there were—ayes 84, noes 58; no quorum 


voting. REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. l| CAIRO CUSTOM-HIOUSE. 

7 tee SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered ; Mr. STOKES introduced a val \ RB, He. | Mr. CREBS introduced a bill (H. H. No. 

elers. : 3 (+1) to relieve certain persons Of all political || 749 es ‘ sats \ e comple- 
Mr. BROOKS. I ask that the bill be read, | disabilities imposed by the fourteenth article | oe ae anes on aa —_ 

so that we mey know what we are voting on. |, of the amendment to the Constitution of the |} which was read a first and second time, and 
The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. | United States ; which was read a first and sec- || referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
Mr. BROOKS withdrew his motion to refer || ond time, and, with the accompanying papers, | 

the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary on referred to the Committee on Reconstruction. || NAVY-YARD AT MOUND CITY. 

condition that it should be ordered to be eorcarion || Mr. CREBS also introduced a bill (H. 2 

printed. wae tat. fi ae Mab des ; _ || No. 7424) to establish a permanent navy-yard 
The bill was referred to the Committee on Mr. PROSSER introduced a bili (H. RB. No. || and depot at Mound City, Illinois ; which wa 

Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 732) to promote the interests of general educa- || read a first and second time, referred to the 


tion among the people of the United States ; 
which was read a firstand second time, referred | 


o the Committee on Education and Labor, and || 
: . Bea : ’ i LIEUTENANT ALONZO ¥. RICHARDS. 
ordered to be printed. 


Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered tv 
be printed. 


INTERNAL REVENUE. 
Mr. DICKEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


721) to amend an act to provide internal rev- 


enue to support the Government, to pay inter- Mr. PROSSER also introduced a resolution Mr. BURCHARD introduced a bill (H. Rt 
est on the public debt, and for other purposes, || calling on the Secretary of the Interior for in- || No. 743) for the relief of Lieutenant Alonzo 
approved June 80, 1864; which was read a || formation as to education among the Indi- || V- Richards; which was read a first and sec 


first and second time, and referred to the Com- || ang ; which was referred to the Committee on || ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
mittee of Ways and Means. Education and Labor. | Military Affairs. 
NORTH CAROLINA LIGHT-HOUSES. POST ROADS IN TENNEBSEE. | VALENTINE WEHRUEIM. 

Mr. COBB, of North Carolina, introduced a Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, introduced a Mr. HAY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 744 
bill (H. BR. No. 722) to authorize the building || pi) (Et. R. No. 733) to establish certain post for the relief of Valentine Wehrheim, approved 
of two light-houses, one at I"alse cape or vicin- || roads in the State of Tennessee: which was || June 12, 1860; which was read a first and sec 
ity, and one at Paul Gamiel’s hill or vicinity, || pead a first and second time, and referred to || ond time, and referred to the Committee on 


y . Von vs, ina: thie roo re © cre . - slite , ae . 

ee wel a em ane a first and || the Committee on the Post Offiee and Post || Military Affairs. 

sec > > arre > 2 

second time, and referred to the Committee on | Roads. APPRAISEMENT OF IMPORTS. 


Appropriations. - = oe 
ci ge eto Tee oe dl ppc ii Es ss Mr. FINKELNBURG introduced a bill (H. 
en tee ae ee Se Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, also introduced || R. No. 745) to regulate the appraisement aud 
Mr. COBB, of North Carolina, also intro- || a bill (H. R. No. 734) granting a pension to inspection of imports in certain cases, and for 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 723) removing the || Anthony Rankin, of the State of Tennessee; |) other purposes; which was read a first and 
poe ee of Henry B. Coleman, of || which was read a first and second time, and || second time, and referred to the Committee on 
North Carolina; which was read a first and || referred to the Committee on Revolutionary || Commerce. 
second time, and referred to the Committee on || Pensions and War of 1882. 


, fo : 
Rec sanainanic TENNESSEE NATIONAL GUARDS. Mr. FINKELNBURG also introduced a bill 
GRANT OF LAND FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES. Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, also introduced || (H. Rt. No. 746) granting a pension to Bliza- 
Mr. WHITTEMORE introduced a bill (H. || a bill (H. R. No. 735) to pay the national || beth Wilson; which was read a first and see 
Rt. No. 724) authorizing the conveyance of guards in the State of Tennessee, called into || ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
certain Government property in the town and | geryice by Major General A. E. Burnside; || Invalid Pensions. 
county of Beaufort, South Carolina, tothe State || which was read a first and second time. and ALBERT REVES. 


of South Carolina for common-school pur- || referred : “iti wey ft Has 
3 ‘ eferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. ‘ “ s id ' 
poses; which was read a first and second time, ’ Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri, introduce: 


ELIZABETH WILSON. 


referred tothe Committee onthe Publie Lands, || ABDREW COBB. a bill (H. R. No. 747) for the relief of A|! 
und ordered to be printed. Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, also intro- | Reves ; which was read a first and second 
MRS. NANCY WEEKS duced a bill (H. R. No. 736) for the relief of || and, with the accompanying papers, rel 


rITTawnn Z aw C a private i YB, fi to the C itt Military A ffairs. 
Mr. WHITTEMORE also introduced a bill indrew Cobb, late a private in company Bb, first |, to the Committee on Military ir 


(H. R. No. 725) for the relief of Mrs. Nancy |; cera oe eed tote LiKIRS OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL WOODY ALD 
Weeks, a revolutionary war pensioner; which Committee pin Military Affairs , Mr. BENJAMIN introduced a Dill (i. } 
was read a first and second time, and referred ; : : = No. 748) for the relief of the heirsof Lieutenant 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions | MOSSEY CREEK COLLEGE. || Colonel Humphrey M. Woodyard, late of the 
and War of 1812. | Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, also intro- |! twenty-first Missouri infantry ; which was read 


4ist Cone. 2p Sess.—No. 22. 








n first and second time, and referred to the 


Committee of Claims. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT JEFFERSON CITY. 
Mr. BURDETT introduced a bill (II. I. 
No. 74%) to provide for a building suited to the 


e ol 
use Of toe post oflice, 


revenue officers, and 
judicial officers of the United States in the city 
of. which was read a first 
nnd second time, referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


Jefferson, Missouri: 


POST ROUTI IN MISSOURI. 


Mr. BURDETT also introduced a bill (I. 


it. No. 750) to establish a post route from 
Vieasant Hill to Peeuliar, in the county of 
Cass. State of Missouri; which was read a first 
ind second time, and referred to the Commit- 
i ym the Post Office and Post Roads. 


BOYD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 751) 
tablishing a post route in Missouri; which 

ead a first and second time, and referred 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


PAY OF VOLUNTEER OFFICERS. 
Mr. ASPER introduced a bill (HH. R. No. 
explanatory of the act approved March 3, 

, granting three months’ pay proper to 
certain volunteer oflicers; which was read a 
lirst and second time, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

NATIONAL CURRENCY. 

Mr. ASPER also introduced a bill (H. f. 
No. 753) to extend the privileges of the act to 
a national currency secured by the 
pledge of United States bonds, and to provide 
forthe circulation and redemption thereof, and 
to provide for the payment and cancellation of 
the United States Treasury notes, and for other 
which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 


provide 


] urposes ; 


BANKRUPT LAWS. 
Mr. WELLS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
repealing all of the acts of Congress on 
the subject of bankruptcy which are now in 
force; which was read a first and second time, 
nnd referred to the Committee on Revision of 
the Laws of the United States. 


mes 
sven} 


COLORED SOLDIERS, 


Mr. BOLES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
755) granting relief to colored soldiers; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CLAIMS OF LOYAL CITIZENS. 

Mr. BOLES also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 76 
eating, and payment of certain claims of certain 

yal citizens of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC SCITOOLS IN ARKANSAS, 


Mr. ROGERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
757) to grant lands in aid of publie schools in 
the State of Arkansas; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
iduecation and Labor, and ordered to be 
printed, 

LINUTBNANT CHARLES li. PENDLETON. 

Mr. FERRY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
H. Pendleton upon the Navy Register ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

NATIONAL CURRENCY. 

Mr. PALMER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
759) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to pro- 
vide a national currency secured by a pledge 
of United States bonds, and to provide for the 
circulation and redemption thereof,”’ approved 
June 3, 1864; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 


} to place the name of Lieutenant Charles | 


6) to provide for the auditing, adjudi- || 


' referred to the Committee onthe Public Lands. 


No. 768) making appropriations for the im- 
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IELRS O¥ BENJAMIN MOOERS. 


Mr. PALMER also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 760) for the relief of the heirs of Benjamin 
Mooers, deceased, late a lieutenant in Colonel 
Hazen’s regiment of the revolutionary army : 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions and War of 1812. 

POST ROUTE IN IOWA. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE introduced a bill (H. 
kt. No. 761) to establish a post route from La- 
dora to Luzerne, in the State of lowa; which | 
was read a first and second time, and referred | 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


JUDICIAL CIRCUITS. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE also introduced a bill 
(II. R. No. 762) to establish the boundaries 
of the judicial circuits of the United States; | 
which was read a first and second time, re- || 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

DES MOINES AND ROCK ISLAND RAPIDS. 

Mr. McCRARY introduced a bill (H. R. || 
No. 763) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to 
aid the improvement of the Des Moines and 
Rtock Island rapids in the Mississippi river ;’’ 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. MeCRARY. I move that this bill be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and printed. 

Mr. DAWES. I should suppose that this 
bill should go to the Committee on Appropria- 
Lions. 

Mr. McCRARY. It is merely to make a 
slight amendment in the law. 

Mr. DAWES. Doesit contemplate an appro- 
priation? 

Mr. McCRARY. It does not. | 

The bill was then referred to the Committee | 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. | 

ROBERT SUTHERLAND. 

Mr. McCRARY also introduced a bill (H. | 
Rt. No. 764) for the relief of Robert Suther- | 
land; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

HORSE RAILWAY ACROSS THE MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr. SMYTH, of lowa, introduced a bill 
(UI. R. No. 765) to grant the right of way for a 
horse railway from the city of Davenport, across 
the Mississippi river, to the city of Rock Island; | 
which was read a first and second time, and 





APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr. PAINE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
766) for the apportionment of Representatives | 
among the several States; which was read a | 
first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Ninth Census, and ordered to be | 
printed. 


VIRGINIA, 

Mr. PAINE also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 767) to admit the State of Virginia to rep- || 
resentation in the Congress ofthe United States; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Reconstruction, 
and ordered to be pginted. 

FORT WASHINGTON, WISCONSIN. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE introduced a bill (H. QR. | 


wrovement of the harbor at For Washington, || 
in the State of Wisconsin; which was read a 
first and second time, and, with the accompany- 
ing letter of the Secretary of War, referred to | 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to | 
be printed. 

VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. JOHNSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
769) to establish a port of entry at Vallejo, 
California ; which was read a first and second | 
time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 





} 
1) 


CHINESE IMMIGRATION. | 
Mr. JOHNSON also introduced joint reso- |! 


| importation and immigration of Chinese {a} 


| first and second time, and referred to the Com. 


1 ewe 
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lutions (H. Rh. No. 102) declaratory of the ad 
in States to protect themselves against a 
sance, and that Chinese immigration shoy|, }, 
discouraged ; which were reada firstand seco...) 
time. i 

Mr. JOHNSON. [ask that the joint re 
lutions be read at length. 

The resolutions were read. The first reco), 
tion provides that any State suffering injur 
from filthy habits, degrading vices or custy:, 


_ practiced by Chinese residents thereof may. : 
_ such habits, vices, or customs become a nu 


sance,protectitself by State legislation notw| 
standing the existence of any treaty betwee, 
the United States and the Chinese Governmey: 
The second resolution declares that the fro. 
ers and debased and abandoned females is y.: 
for the best interest of the country, and there. 
fore should not be encouraged, but on the eon. 
trary should be restrained and discouraged }yy 
all lawful means. hii 
The joint resolutions were then referred to tho 


| Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 


be printed. 
AGRICULTURAL LANDS. 
Mr. SARGENT introduced a bill (H, p 
No. 770) to dedicate the public agricultura! 
lands of the State of California to homestea:| 
and preémption purposes; which was read » 


ra 


mittee on the Public Lands. 
ZACUARIAIH PETTIJONN. 


Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, introduced » 
bill (H. R. No. 771) for the relief of Zacharia)) 
Pettijohn ; which was read a first and second 


| time, and referred, with the accompanyins 


papers, to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 
SWAMP LANDS IN OREGON, 


Mr. SMITH, of Oregon, introduced a bil! 
(H. R. No. 772) to extend the time for making 
selections of swamp lands in the State of Ore- 
gon; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

KANSAS TRIBE OF INDIANS. 


Mr. CLARKE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
173) to provide for the removal of the Kansas 
tribe of Indians to the Indian territory and 
to dispose of their lands in Kansas to actual! 
settlers only ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


OSAGE INDIANS. 


Mr. CLARKE also introduced a bill (H. I 
No. 774) to provide for the removal of the 
Osage Indians to the Indian territory and to 
dispose of their lands in Kansas to actual set- 
tlers only; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


CHEROKEE LANDS IN KANSAS. 


Mr. CLARKE also introduced a joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No. 103) enabling actual settlers 
to purchase certain lands in Kansas obtained 
from the Cherokee Indians; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Commit: 
tee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


CLAIMS FOR INDIAN DEPREDATIONS. 
Mr. CLARKE also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No 775) to provide for a commission to invest: 


igate claims arising from Indian depredations ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
tothe Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 


PREEMPTION AND IIOMESTEAD LAWS. 
Mr. CLARKE also introduced a bill (H. 2. 


| No. 777) to extend the preémption and home- 


stead laws of the United States over certain 
lands, and for other purposes; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com: 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 
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“y BOUNDARIES OF NEVADA. 
, fy. FITCH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 776) 


A . . . . , 
arge the boundaries of the State of Ne- 
which was read a first and second time, 


- wil “ ‘ 

i wd referred to the Committee on the Terri- 

POST ROUTES IN NI 

Mr. lr ITCH also introduced a bill (H. Rh. 

7) to establish certain a routes in 

tat Nevada; which Was read a first 

econd time, and referred to the Commit- 
rth , the Post Office and Post Roads. 


VILLIAM B, 


VADA. 


y State of 








WILSON. 





f Mr. FITC also introduced a joint rest slu- 
c n (HL. BR. No. 104) for the relief of William 
os Wilson for extra services in carrying the 
“it ‘ted States mail in the State of Nevada; 
, h was read a first and second time, and 
y forred to the Committee on the Post Office 
> 1 Pe Roads. 
the LIEUTENANT JOIN SCOTT. 
Mr. TAFFE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
for the relief of Lieutenant John Scott, 
the fourth United States infantry ; which 
R read a first and second time, and referred, 
Ir ‘ith accompanying papers, to the Committee 
auc { Claims. 
la INDIAN TITLES 
- Mr. TAFFE also introduced a joint resolu- 
n ase Rt. No. 105) to disincumber the pub- 
lic domain of the so-called Indian titles; which 
d was read a first ane second time, and referred 
al to the Committee on Indian Affair: 
nd BOUNDARY BETWEEN NEBRASKA AND DAKOTA. 
in [TAFFE also introduced a bill (H. RK. 
si No.3 779) to define a portion of the boundary 
» hata en the State of Nebraska and the 
I" erritory of Dakota; which was read a first 
yi] and second time, and sr en to the Commit- 
ng tee on the Territories. 
. 


POST ROUTES IN 
Mr. BRADFORD introduced a bill (H. 
No. 78@) to establish certain post roads in ze 
lerritory of Colorado; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit 
tee on the Post Ofjice and Post 


COLORADO 





Roads. 
CALL OF STATES FOR RESOLUTIONS. 
a The SPEAKER stated that States would now 
d be called for resoluti tions, t¢ o be put on their pas- 
ti sage, the call beginning with the State of North 
Carolina, where the call last rested. 


CARRIAGES FOR GOVERNMENT OFFICERS, ETC 
Mr. MUNGEN submitted the 
olution, on which 
question : 
a Resolved, That the Secretaries of the Departments 
of State, Treasury, War, Navy, Interior, the Post- 
i master General, and the Attorney General be di- 
Ses teEepers® » this 


following res- 
he demanded the previous 


nn ri House the number of carriages 
1 horses and the amount of harness paid for out 
of the Treasury of the United States, or out of the 


ontingent funds of said Departments, and _used for 
the convenience and pleasure of said heads of De- 
) partments and their families, stating the amounts 
paid out for each respectively; and also what car- 
s, horses, and harness, property of the Govern- 
nent of the United States, are used by the heads of 
a their respective bureaus, and by what authority the 
property of the Government has been so seized and 
, appropriated; and that they also bo directed to 
report at the same time their reasons for not stating 
ntheir reports of contingent e xpenses the nature 
a nl amountofexp venditures for said carriages, horses, 
arness, forage, liveries, and the wages pai id to their 
coachmen, footmen, and hostle: 
The House divided; and abies were—ayes 
Si, noes 45; no quorum voting. 
The SPEAKER under the rule ordered tell- 
ers; and appointed Mr. Muneen and Mr. 
BENJAMIN. 
The House again divided; 
So 
reported—ayes 44, noes 64. 
. So the rev ious question was not se sconded. 
Mr. BENJAMIN rising to debate the reso- 


lution it went over, under the rule. 
ADMISSION OF VIRGINIA. 


Mr. BINGHAM introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R, No. 106) declaring Virginia enti- 


and the tellers 





THE CON 


in Congress, and de 


a 


tled 
manded the previous question on 1lS8 passage. 
The joint re 


to repre sentation 


) 
solution Was re » as 


LOLLOWS: 


Joint resolution declaring Virginia entitled to rep 
resentation in Congress 
Whereas the people of Virginia 


: have adopted 
constitution republi 


‘an in form, and have in al 


bil VC 
spects conformed to the requirements of the act of 
Congress entitled ‘““An act authorizing the submis 
sion of the« onstitutions of Virginia, Mississippi, and 
Texas to a vote of the people, and authorizing tl 
slaotiesl of State officers, provided by the said ¢ 
stitutions, and members of Congress,’’ approved 
April 10, 1860: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House I ] i 
tives of the United States of Ame tin Conaress asa 
bled. That the said State of Virginia is entitled to 
representation in the Congress of the United Stats 

Mr. CULLOM. Does that resolution come 
from the Committee on Keconstruction? 

The SPEAKER. That is in the nature of 


debate, and not in order. 

Mr. PA I Nk. Does it come in under a sus- 
pension of the rules 

The SPEAKER. ‘It comes in under the 
of States, and is in order. 

Mr. PAINE. Is it offered as a joint resolu- 
tion or bill? 

The SPEAKER. Asa joint resolution, and 
the previous question has been demanded on 
its passage. 

Mr. PAINK. I hope the previous question 
will not be seconded. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. If the previous question 
be not seconded will it not be in order 
the resolution to the Committee on 
struction? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can an 
that question as well as the Chair. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Is it parliamentary for 
me to answer it? 

The SPEAKER. No, sir. 

Mr. PETERS. Nor to ask it. 

‘lellers were ordered ; and Mr. 
Mr. CuLLom were appointed. 

The House divided; and the 
porte .d—ayes 68, noes 58. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

‘The main question was then ordered. 

Mr. PAINE moved that the resolution be 
laid upon the table; but subsequently with- 
drew his motion and demanded the yea 
nays on the passage of the joint resolution. 

T he yeas and nays were ordered. 

BENJAMIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the main question was ordered ; 
and on that motion demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The caunina was taken; and there were— 
yeas 76, nays 76, not voting 58; as follows: 


YW AS—Messrs. 


; call 


Recon- 


swer 


BINGHAM and 


tellers re- 


is and 


Ambler, Arnell, Asper, Bail 
Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, Bennett, Boles, Bow 
Boyd, George M. Brooks, Buck, Builinton, Burdett, 
Roderick K. Butler, Cessna, Clarke, Amasa Cobb, 
Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Dawes, Dickey, Do: 
ley, Duval, Ela, Ferriss, Fisher, Gilfillan, H: 
Hoar, Hoge, Hooper, Jenckes, Judd, Kelley, K 
Knapp, Lash, Lawrence, joughridge, Maynard, 
McCrary, McGrew, Mereur, Daniel J. Morrs il, 
Myers, O’Neill, Orth, Packard, Paine, P 
Phelps, Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, Sargent, Scofield, 
Shanks, John A. Smith, William J. Smith, William 
Smyth, Stevenson, Stok« s, Stoughton, Taffe, Tow 
send, Twichell, Upson, Van Horn, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Welker. Whittemore, Wilkinson, Wi 
lard, and Winans—76. 
NAYS—Messrs. came. 
Bingham, Bird, Blair, James 
chard, Burr, Calkin, Conger, Cox, Crebs, Cullom, 
Deweese, Dickinson, Eldridge, Farnsworth “y 
Finkelnburg, Fitch, Garfield, Getz, Golladay, Gri 
vold, ie tight, Hale, Hamill, Hamilton, Hawki: 
Hawie: y. Hay, Heflin, Ingersoll, Johnson, Ketcham, 
Knott, Laflin, Logan, mayne h, Marshall, Maybam, 
Mi ‘Carthy, McCormick, Jesse Il. Moore, Morgan, 
Samuel P. Morrill, Mung n, Negley, Peters BP land, 
Randall, Rice, Rogers, Schenck,Schumaker, 
Joseph §S. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Sta 
weather, Stone, Strong, Swann. Sweeney, Tan 
Trimble, Tyner, V: ira. Wells, Williams, Eu 
gene M. 'W ilson, Jahon T. W ilson, Winchester, and 
Wo nda 
NOT VOTING -~Mesers. Allison, Ames, Ar I 
Banks ’ Barnum, Bentor ’ sigs, Benja in F. Bu 
Cake, Churchill, Shounienid . Cowles, Davis, D 
Dockery, Dox, Dyer, Fox. Greene, Haldeman, | 
bleton, Hays, Hoag, Hill, Holman, H 
Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Julion. i 
logg, Kerr, McNeely, Eliakim Moore, Willi 
Moore, Morrissey, Niblack, Packer, Potter, Ree 


aton, 


" Tt 
} 


Archer, \xtell, Dec 
Brooks, Buckley, Bur 


locum, 


‘'GRESSIONAL GLOBE. % 


iring the roll-ca 


Mr. VAN rRI MP sta ut d that hi 


VVal ‘ 
from the foledo district [ Mr. Hoa | was abse 
trom sickne SS. Ii} resent he had no doubt hy 
colleague would have voted ‘* nay.”’ 

The SPLANER. here are 76 votes in 


i 

| ’ 
allirmative and 76 in the negative. ‘The Chai 
votes in the negative; so the House refuses to 
reconsider the vote. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. I move that the 
House do now adjourn, and on that 
call for the yeas and nays. 

‘he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COX. I would inquire 
motion is for dilatory purposes ? 

The SPEAKER. The inquiry is not in 
lhe Clerk will call the roll. 

he question being on the motion to adjourn, 
there 7 
as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. 
ywen, Boyd, 


motion | 
whether th 


| 
order. 
Pr 


were—yeas 0, nays US, not voting 


‘ 


Am bler, Bailey, Beat Bol 


George M. c, Burdett. 


, } 1 
Brooks, Br 





Bow 
Roderick R. Butler, Clarke, Coburn, Cowles, | 
I iss, Ilo tloge, Jenckes, Kel h, La 
t Metirew, Mer ‘ur, Palmer Phelps, Prosser 
Seofield, John A. Smith, William Smyth, 
Stevenson, Stokes, Taffe, I'wi hell, Van i Vhi 
re, Wilkinson, Willard,and Winan ’, 


“NAYS—Messi Adams, Archer, Axtell, Beamat 
Beck, Benjamin, Bennett, Bingham, Bird, Blair, 
James Brooks, Buckley, Buffinton, Burchard, Burr, 
Calkin, ¢ essna, Amasa Cobb, Cook, Conger, Cox 
Crebs, Cullom, Dickinson, Dox, oe . Farns 
worth, I< rT) . Finkelnburg, Fisher, Fit , 


riield, 
ulay, Griswold, Laight, Hale “i mill 
Hamilton, Hawkins, Hawley, Hay, Heat: on, Let! 
Ingersoll, Judd, Kelley, Ket ham, Knott, Lafiin, 
Logan, Marshall, Mayham, Maynard, M t 
McCormick. ‘McCrary, Moore 

Daniel J. Morrell, 
Negley, ONeill, Orth au 
Peters, Randall, Rice, Rogers, urgent, Shanks, 
Slocum, Joseph S. Smith, William J.Smith, Worth 
‘. Smith, Starkweather, Stone, Stonghton, 
Strong, Swann, Sweeney, lanver, lownsend, Trim 
ble, ‘Tyner, Upson, Van Trump, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Wells. Wiiliams, E ug rene M. Wilso: 


(retz, G ila 


Jesse Hl. J ' n, 
umuel LP, Mi rill, Munger 
pee > 
i 


John T. Wilson, Winchester, and Wood . 

NOT VO'TING—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Armstror 
Arnel, Asper, Banks, Barnum, Kenton, Big 
Benjamin I’. Butler, Cake, Churchill, Cleveland, 
Clinton L. Cobb, Davis, Dawes, Deweese, Dickey, 


Duval, Dyer, Fox,Gilfillan, 
Lis imbleton, ilays, fill, bloa 


Dixon, Dockery, Donley 
Greene, Hinldeman, 









Ih im iD, lfooper, fLote hkisz, Johnson, Alexand 
H. Thomas L. Jones, Julian, Kellogg, Ki 
Knapp, i uughridge, Lynch, ay Kliakim UH 
Moore, William Moore, Morrissey, Niblack, Pack 
Poland, Pomeroy, Potter, R seilian’ eves, Sant 
Sawyer, Schenck, S humake r, Lionel A. Sheld 
Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, Stevens, Stiles, Strader, 





Tillman, Van Auken, \ 
- Wash! urn, Welk 
and Woodward—73. 


Lilt OL eS I ised lo ad} I 

ur. P AINE, ur. Opeaker, [ rise to 
point of order. jhe vole on the motion 
1 re! ] r ’ ty ATic . Nir R ‘ Vw 
Lhe gentieman irom Jiissour. | Mr. DENJAMI 
Was announced as, yeas i6, nays 76:3 
1 1 . : 
learn that while Mr. ‘Hoar, of poe achu 

T . ‘ . 

and Mr. Hoae, of South C eretin , both vo 


n the aflirmative, the vote of on 
gentlemen is recorde d. The vote actually 
stood, yeas (7, nays 76; but it was inco rrect 


ly announced as yeas 76, nays 7! 
Sie il : al ; Pee 
nave oe Feces { corrected 


"ARNSWORTH. I would suggest that 
‘ 


it i eo a& proper way to correct he record to 
. ‘ 1 

proceed on hearsay. The roll is read by th 

Cl in order that gentlemen who have voted 


have been co 
tly recorded or not, and may have an op- 
ting the record if there 
gentleman does not then 1 
that the record 1 
statements by o 


mey know whether their neme 


tr nit c 
portunity ot 
“LY rreot re 
a0 Crror, fi 


correc 


the supposition 1s 
At all events, 


ibsequent 


rentlemen cannot be taken; and besides, « 
if the fact be as stated by the ge ntlen bat 
Wisconsin, L. Mr. Y reo the Spea ker 
would have made a tie, and the House w 
10t have consented to reconsider the p: 

r, PAINE Phe S; I not ca 
bhi ‘U a5 a hci a { if L yay 
is casting vot spea 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that 
the statement of the gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin [Mr. Paine] is wholly irrelevant as pro- 
ceeding from that gentleman. If the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] or the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Hoce] 
desires to correct his vote it is for that gentle- 
man todo so. It is not forany other member 
to rise for the purpose of correcting the record 
as regards the votes of those gentlemen. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] is 
recognized by the Chair. 

Mr. HOA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a ques- 
tion of privilege. When the question was put 
to the House on reconsidering the previous 
question I called from my seat, ‘‘ay.’’ I now 
understand that the Clerk’s record does not 
contain the statement of my aflirmative vote. 


That I gave that aflirmative vote I do not con- | 


sider to be a matter of hearsay. It was given 


in the presence of the House, and it isa matter | 


to which the House itself can bear witness. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [ Mr. Hoan] is entitled to have the 
record of his vote corrected, and it is so 
ordered. 
ig this: that opposite the names of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [ Mr. Hoar] and the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Hoar] 
there stands the record of one vote, num- 
bered 29 in the series. The Clerk is unable 
to say to which gentleman that vote was cred- 
ited. The gentleman from Massachusetts has 
stated that he voted in the affirmative, and his 
vote will be so recorded. 


‘The Clerk’s statement of the matter | 


It is now for the | 


gentleman from South Carolina to say how he 


voted. 

Mr. 
*o."" 

The SPEAKER. The vote will be so re- 
corded. ‘The Chair will further state that the 
duty of voting in the decision of tie votes is 
one of the most unpleasant that isimposed on 
the Chair. If the vote had been correctly 
announced as the record now stands—yeas 77, 
nays 76—there would have been a majority of 
one in favor of reconsidering the vote order- 
ing the main question ; in which case the Chair 
would not have voted. ‘The Chair decides that 
the vote stands—yeas 77, nays 76; and the 


HOGE. I desire to state that I voted 


question therefore again recurs on ordering the | 


main question. 


Mr. RANDALL. 


I desire to ask whether | 


the Chair has the power of voting in order to | 


make a tie? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has the same 


right as any other member of the House to | 


vote at any time. But he follows the usage 
and etiquette of his position, which he desires 
not to violate, when he abstains from voting 


us well as taking a part on the one side or the | 


other in debates upon questions with reference | 


to the discussion of which he ought to maintain 
a position of impartiality. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
point of order that the Chair having voted as 
a member of the House cannot now withdraw 
his vote, and that therefore the vote is still a 
tie, 

The SPEAKER. The position of the Chair 
is this: the Chair voted under a certain con- 
dition of circumstances, but that condition of 


: > ° | 
circumstances having changed, the Chair now | 


withdraws his vote. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
Chair—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to bring 
his statement to a conclusion. No rights are 
sacrificed, because the question immediately 
recurs upon ordering the main question. The 
vote having been reconsidered, the question 
must be again tested before the House, so that 
the rights of every gentleman on both sides on 
the pending issue are fully protected. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. But the point of 
order I make is, that the vote was not reconsid- 
ered. It wasa tie vote; and being atie, it was 
not reconsidered unless the Chair withdraws 
his vote. Ifthe Chair determines that he has 


But I suggest to the 


I desire tomake the | 


aright to withdraw his vote after the question 
has been decided, that is one thing; otherwise, 
as the record now stands, the Chair voting as 
a member of the House, it isa tie, and the vote 
is not reconsidered. 


Mr. RANDALL. 


withdrawing his vote. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Linsist upon it thata | 


vote of the House is not to be changed by the 
after-determination of any member of the 


House that he will change or withdraw his | 


vote. 


Mr. PAINE. 


| Speaker was cast as Speaker of the House, 


and not as a member of the House, and there- 
fore the Speaker has a right to withdraw his 


| vote. 


Mr. RANDALL. 
without a difference. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
as a member of the House. 

Mr. PAINE. 
member both. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desive to make an in- 
guiry of the Chair. Ifthe House orders the 
main question will it not bring the House 
directly to a vote on the question, ‘‘ Shall the 
joint resolution pass ?”’ 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
Chair that 
withdraw his vote, nor can the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. No other member of the 
House votes as the Chair does. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. It seems to me that 
the Speaker is on the same footing as other 
members in that respect. 

The SPEAKER. No other member of the 
House is circumstanced as the Chair is in 
respect to voting. 
excused from voting. 
to vote if he chooses, or not tovote. ‘The Chair, 
in a given state of circumstances, voted. That 


That is a distinction 


He can only vote 


I submit 


| given state of circumstances has been cor- 
| rected and entirely changed under the priv- 


| does not vote. 


ileges of the House, and the Chair, therefore, 
If the question were on the 
final passage of the joint resolution the Chair 


| would have doubts as to the propriety of his 


course; but as this merely remits it to the de- 


[ object to the Speaker | 


to the | 
no other member of the House can | 


| decided in the negative—yeas 66, n 
| voting 64; as follows: 


| Bingham, Bird, Blair, James 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I insist that the vote of the | 





He can vote as Speaker and | 


The Chair is uniformly || 
The Chair has a right | 


| Wells, Eugene 
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ays 80, no: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Archer, Axtell, Re 


Brooks, Bure 
Burr, Calkin, Cox, Crebs, Cullom, Dickie hard 
Eldridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Finkelnbure pa 
Garfield, Getz, Golladay, Griswold, Haight at 
Hamill, Hamilton, Hawkins, Hay, He4in, Ino Hal . 
Johnson, Ketcham, Knott, Laflia, Marshall, Mo 
ham, McCarthy, McCormick, Jesse H. Moore Me 
an, Samuel P. Morrill, Mungen, Peters Randall 
Lice, Rogers, Sgguimaker, Slocum, Joseph S. S, oh 
Worthington C. Smith, Starkweather, Stone ‘Stren 
Swann, Bweeney, Tanner, Trimble, Van fru’ 
M. Wilson, John 'T.’ Wilson YW! 
chester, and Wood—66. ; 
NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Arnell, Asper 
Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, Bennett, Boles, Bow, 
Boyd, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buffinton. Burdet: 
Roderick R. Butler, Cessna, Clarke, Amasa Cohh’ 
Coburn, Cook,Conger, Dawes,Dickey, Donley Duvat’ 
Ela, Ferriss, Fisher, Gilfillan, Hoar, Hoge, Toon.’ 
Jenckes, Judd, Kelley, Kelsey, Knapp, Lash Tet 
rence, Loughridge, Maynard, McCrary, Mates, 
Mercur, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Negiey, O'Neil! 
Orth, Packard, Paine, Palmer, Phelps, Pomeroy’ 
Prosser, Roots, Sargent, Seoficld, Shanks, John A’ 
Smith, William J. Smith, William Smyth, Stevens 
Stevenson, Stokes, Stoughton, ‘Tlaffe, Townsend’ 
Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Van Lorn, Cadwalader ("" 
Washburn, Welker, Whittemore, Wilkinson, \Vj). 
lard, Williams, and Winans—80. ited 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Armstrong 
Banks, Barnum, Benton, Biggs, Buckley, Benjayi, 
I. Butler, Cake, Churchill, Cleveland, Clinton L, 
Cobb, Cowles, Davis, Deweese, Dixon, Dockery 
Dyer, Fox, Greene, Haldeman, Hambleton, Hawley 
Hays, Heaton, Hill, Hoag, Holman, Hotehkj..’ 
Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Julian 
Kellogg, Kerr, Logan, Lynch, MeNeely, Bliakiy 
I{. Moore, William Moore, Morrissey,’ Niblac 
Packer, Poland, Potter, Reading, Reeves, Sanford’ 
Sawyer, Schenck, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldoy, 
Sherrod, Stiles, Strader, Strickland, Tillman, Vq), 
Auken, Voorhees, Ward, William B. Washbury 
Wheeler, Witcher, and Woodward—64. RY 


So the main question was not ordered. 

Mr. PAINE. I move that the joint resolu- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Recon- 
struction. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise to a point of 
order. The morning hour having expired, this 


4, 


y 7 
Yio 


Baile; 


| joint resolution must go over under the rule. 


cision of the House upon a point already once || 


decided and now reconsidered by a majority 
of one, the Chair assumes and decides that he 
has a right to withdraw his vote under the cir- 
cumstances; and the question recurs, ‘ Will 
the House order the main question ?”’ 

Mr. PAINE. I rise to a point of order. 
The morning hour has expired. 

The SPEAKER. But the previous question 
has been seconded. 

Mr. PAINE. That has been reconsidered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that 
the question now recurs on ordering the main 


| question on the joint resolution. 


Mr. BINGHAM. 
whether if the House orders the main question, 
it will not bring the House directly to a vote 


/on the question, ‘* Shall the joint resolution 


yass ? 
The SPEAKER. It will. 
Mr. PAINE. And if the House refuses to 


| order the main question, cannot the joint reso- 
|| lution be referred to the Committee on Recon- 


| er’s vote. 


struction? 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Rav- 
saat objected to the withdrawal of the Speak- 
I insist that the Speaker, therefore, 


cannot withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided 
that he can. 

The question was again taken upon ordering 
the main question; and upon a division there 
were—ayes 61, noes 77. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. BINGHAM called for the yeas and 
nays. 

(he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was again taken; and it was 


It can. 


I again ask the Chair | 


[rise to a point of order. | 


The SPEAKER. The point of order is wel! 
taken, and the joint resolution goes over until 
Monday next. 

BILLS, ETC,, APPROVED. 

A message from the President was commu: 
nicated to the House by Mr. Horace Porresr, 
his Secretary, informing the House that the 
President had approved and signed the {ollow- 
ing bills and joint resolutions : 

An act (fi. R. No. 679) making a temporary 


|| appropriation for the prosecution of the work 








upon the improvement of the Des Moines 
rapids in the Mississippi river ; 

An act (H. R. No. 695) making appropri- 
ations to partially supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1870; 

A joint resolution (H. IR. No. 4) relating to 
steamboats and other vessels owned in the 
loyal States ; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 77) disap- 


| proving of a contract for leasing the custom- 
| house block in San Francisco ; and 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 96) of tribute 
to the memory of George Peabody, deceased. 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. KELSEY, from the Committee on Ap 


| propriations, reported a bill (H. R. No. 781) 


making appropriations for the payment of in- 


' valid and other pensions of the United States 


for the year ending June 380, 1871; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Does this bill contain 
anything in the way of legislation ? 

fr. KELSEY. It does not, except a pro- 

vision in relation to, the naval pension fund. 

The bill was then ordered to be printed, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and made the special order 
for Wednesday next after the morning hour, 
and from day to day until disposed of. 


MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. BECK, from the Committee on Appro: 
priations, reported a bill (H. R. No. 782) 
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jing appropriations for the support of the 
ary Academy at West Point tor the fiseal 
jding June 30, 1871; which was read a 
nd second time, ordered to be printed, 
: referred to the Committee of the Whole 
she state of the Union,and made the special 
-for Lhursday nextafterthe morning hour, 
i vvom day to day until disposed of. 
Y - MAYNARD. Is there any general 
slation in this bill? 
Mr. BECK. Not at all. 
PAYMENT OF PENSIONS, ETC. 
fr. BENJAMIN. 1 ask unanimous con- 
+ to report from the Committee on Invalid 
nsions, for consideration at this time, House 
| No. 547, to define the duties of pension 
vents and prescribe the manner of paying 
nsions. It is very desirable that the earliest 
tion possible may be had upon this bill, in 
der that it may apply to the next semi- 
nual payment in March. If passed it will 
ve our pensioners at least $1,000,000. I 
there will be no objection to considering 
e bill at this time. 
Mr. COX. Has this bill been printed? 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Ithas, andis on our files 
; Printer’s No. 220. 
I'he bill, which was read, provides in the first 
section, that within fifteen days immediately 
receding the 4th day of March and the 4th day 
f September in each year, the several agents 
for the payment of pensions shall prepare a 
emi-annual voucher for each and every person 
whose pension is payable at his agency, and 
transmit the same by mail, directed to the 
iddress of the pensioner named in such voucher 


vho, on orafter the 4th dayof March or the 4th 





lay of September next succeeding the date of | 


such voucher, shall execute and return the 
ime to the agency at which it was prepared 
id at which the pension of such person is due 
| payable. 
(he second section provides that upon the 
eipt of such voucher properly executed, and 
ie identity of the pensioner established and 
roven in the manner prescribed by the Secre- 


iy of the Interior, the agent for the payment | 


pensions shall immediately draw his check 
nthe proper Assistant Treasurer of the United 
States for the amount due such pensioner, 
ivable to his order, and transmit the same 
y mail, directed to the address of the pen- 
oner entitled thereto. 

I'he third section proposes to enact that here- 
iter no pension shall be paid to any person 
ther that the pensioner entitled thereto, nor 
therwise than according to the provisions of 
his act; and no warrant, power of attorney, 
r other paper executed or purporting to be 
executed by any pensioner to any attorney, 
laim agent, broker, or other person shall be 
recognized by any agent for the payment of 
pensions, norshall any pension be paid thereon. 
(he payment to persons laboring under legal 


disabilities may be made to the guardians of | 


ich persons in the manner herein prescribed. 

Pensions payable to persons in foreign coun- 
tries may be made according to the provisions 
of existing laws. 

The fourth section provides that, as full com- 
pensation for the preparation of the voucher 
and all other service attending the payment of 
each pension, the pension agent shall be enti- 
led to a fee of forty cents and no more, which 
may be deducted from the amount due each 
pensioner; and any pension agent or other 
person who shall, directly or indirectly, take 
or receive or demand a greater sum than forty 
cents for such service is to forfeit and pay the 
sum of $500 for each offense, to be recovered 
by indictment in any court of competent juris- 
diction, 

The fifth section directs the Secretary of the 
Interior to cause suitable blanks for the vouch- 


ers mentioned in the first section of this act to || 


ve printed and distributed to the agents for the 
payment of pensions, upon which he shall cause 
“note to be printed, informing pensioners of 
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the fact that hereafter no pension will be paid 
except upon the vouchers issued as herein di- 
rected and the fee to which the pension agent 
is entitled; and he is also to give all necessary 
instructions for carrying this act into effect. 

The sixth section proposes to declare that the 
provisions of sections twelve and thirteen of an 
act entitled “‘ Aa act supplemental to an act 
entitled ‘An act to grant peusions,’ approved 
July 14, 1862,’ approved July 4, 1864, shall be 
applicable to all the various acts relating to 
pensions. 

The seventh section repeals all acts and 
parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of 
this act. 

The SPEAKER. {fs there objection to the 
reporting of this bill for consideration at the 
present time? 

Mr. MUNGEN. Mr. Speaker, is it pro- 
posed to put this bill on its passage now? 

Ihe SPEAKER. That is the proposition 

| of the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. MUNGEN. Then I object. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move, then, that the 
rules be suspended, in order that the bill may 
be reported and put upon its passage at the 
present time. 

On the motion to suspend the rules there 
were—ayes 98, noes not counted. 

So the motion to suspend the rules 
agreed to. 

Mr. BENJAMIN reported back from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions a bill (H. Kt. 
No. 547) to detine the duties of pension agents 
and prescribe the manner of paying pensions. 

The question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 callthe previous ques 
tion. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. 1 hope the gentleman 
will not insist upon the call for the previous 
| question. 

Mr. COX. We cannot undertake to reform 
the whole pension system in five minutes. 

Mr. MAYNARD. It seems to me that this 
bill embraces matters which ought not to be 
disposed of in this hurried manner. 1| hope 
that the bill will be read iu the usual form, for 
| amendments. 





was 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I demand the previous 
question. Should the call for the previous 
question be sustained, I shall be entitled to 
an hour, and [ will give the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee all the time he may want. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Will the gentleman 
from Missouri allow me to make a suggestion ? 
If the motion for the previous question be not 
pressed, I will move that this bill be recom- 
mitted, with instructions that the committee so 
amend it as to provide for the payment of 
pensions in every county in each State and T[er- 

ritory without expense to the pensioner. If I 
| may be allowed to say a few words, | think I 
ean satisfy the House- 

Mr. BENJAMIN. { do not wish to inter 
rupt the gentleman, but I will state to him right 
here, that unless this bill be passed within a 
few days it will not apply to the payment of 
the 4th of March next. Instructions, blanks, 
and matters of that kind have to be prepared 
and sent out to the various pension agencies, 
| and if this bill be not very speedily passed the 

payment of the 4th of March next must be 
made under the existing law, thus entailing 
upon the pensioners of this Government an 
expense of $1,000,000. The effect of the gen- 
tleman’s motion would be, of course, to post- 
pone the passage of this bill so that it could not 
| apply to the payment of the 4th of March next. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I believe 
I have the floor. 
TheSPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Mis- 
| souri [Mr. Bensamin] has the floor. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Linsist upon the demand 

for the previous question. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I hope the gentleman 


| 


|| will not press the demand for the previous 


| question until he allows me to at least suggest 
anamendment. Theamendment which I would 
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propose is to strike out the fourth section of 
the bill; and my reason for that proposition 
is this: the pension agents asa class of officers 
are now better paid, in proportion to the amount 
of labor they perform, than any others. They 
may be required to do this duty ex officio as a 
part of their official services. 1 am opposed 
to imposing this burden—small, it is true, but 
recurring semi-annually—upon all the pension 

ers. Attention to this business should be 
required of the pension agents as a part of their 
official duty, and they should receive no addi 

tional compensation, inasmuch as we already 
yay them morein proportion to the amount of 
hes they perform than any other class of 
officers. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The gentleman is mis 
taken as regardsa large portion of the pension 
agents, and if we strike out the fourth section 
we shall have to increase the pay of these pen- 
sion agents. Under the bill we are reducing 
the fees of pension agents for doing this work 
more than one half, reducing them toa point as 
low as we can unless we shall increase their 
fees by paying them out of the United States 
‘Treasury. | now demand the previous ques 
tion. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I hopeI will be allowed 
to move my amendment. 

Mr. COX. I hope that the House will vote 
down the demand for the previous question, so 
that we may vote intelligently on this bill. I 
do not think that ten members in the House 
have read this bill. It is too important to pass 
so hurriedly. 

Mr. MAYNARD. If the previous question 
be not seconded will it then be in order to 
move amendments? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

‘The House divided ; and there were—ayes 25, 
noes 81. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to strike out the 
following : 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, as full com- 
pensation for the preparation of the voucher and all 
other service attending the payment of each pension, 
the pension agent shall be entitled to a fee of forty 
cents and no more, which may be deducted from the 
amount due each pensioner; and any pension agent 
or other person who shall, directly or indirectly, tak« 
or receive or demand a greater sum than forty cents 
for such service shall forfeit and pay the sum of $i) 
for each offense, to be recovered by indictment in 
any court of competent jurisdiction. 

I should like to have the bill taken up and 
considered section by section. 

The SPEAKER. Thatcan only be done by 
unanimous consent. ‘The whole bill is open 
to amendment. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I move thatthe bill be 
recommitted with instructions to so amend it 
as to provide for the payment of pensions in 
every county in each State and Territory free 
of expense to the pensioners. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I am that the 
vote shall be first taken on the proposition of 
the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. LAWRENCE, Mr. Speaker, I will sub 
mit to the House a few remarks in support of 
the proposition which I have offered. I had 
the honor to present to the House on the 22d 
of December last some views on this subject, 
giving my opinions at some length as to what 
our duty was to the pensioners and what was 
the proper mode of paying these pensions. 
By the existing law there are fifty-nine pen 
sion agents stationed in various parts of the 
United States, and manifestly at so great a 
distance from the pensioners that pensions are 
paid with extreme difficulty. These fifty-nine 
pension agents receive commissions on tlie 
amount paid by them for their services, and in 
addition they receive fees for preparing vouch 
ers for pensioners in each tod every case. 
These fees added to the commissions received 
make the pay of these pension agents amount 
to an average of about seven thousand dollars 
a year, and in addition to that almost every 
pensioner is under the necessity of employing 
an attorney or claim agent, who receives acon- 


content 
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iderable sum. ‘The chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Pensions has stated the amount paid out 
for fees of claim agents to be nearly a million 
dollars at each semi-annual payment of pen- 
I think that is rather a large estimate ; 
but certainly for some years past these fees have 
reached more than a million dollars annually. 

My proposition is that these pensions should 
be paid either by the assistant assessors or 
deputy collectors of internal revenue, located 
as they are in every county in each State and 
Territory of the United States, or through the 

money-order post offices of the United States, 
and the object is to bring the officers who pay 
pensions within the reach of every pensioner, 
instead of as now requiring the pensioner to 
come or send long distances to the officers for 
the payment of their pensions. 

Now, it is certainly practicable to secure an 
officer in every county of the United States to 
pay these pensions. Here is aclass of officers 
already located in every county, the assistant 
sors and deputy collectors, and in every 
county almost there is a money-order post 
ofhee, in many of them more thanone. lam 
not particular whether these payments should 
he made by assessors or collectors, or by post- 
masters, or by some other agency, but through 

me one of these classes of officers it is man- 
ifestly practicable to make these payments. 

{ know that this proposition involves the 
necessity of abolishing the fifty-nine pension 
agencies; but it will be a matter of economy 
to abolish them and to substitute for these 
pension agents the officers I propose. We can 
devolve upon the assessors and collectors and 
postmasters the duty of paying pensions with- 
out any additional compensation. It will be 
no great burden to them; for in each county 
there will not be the payment of more than an 
uverage of one hundred pensioners, The duty, 
therefore, will be comparatively light; but if'a 
small compensation were allowed—say of $100 
to the officer paying pensions in each county— 
it would be a reduction by more than one half 
of the expense now incurred in the payment 
of pensions. 

Besides this, the proposed system would be 
much more for the convenience of the pen- 
sioners. It would also furnish the best means 
of detecting frauds, because the officers clothed 
with the duty of paying pensions in each county 
would have a local knowledge of the pension- 
ers, would know the justice of their claims, and 
would be in the best possible condition to detect 
frauds when any were attempted. 

( hold further, Mr. Speaker, that it is our 
duty to provide for the payment of these pen- 
sioners without any tax upon them in the shape 
of fees, without any exaction from the pension- 
ers as a preliminary to the payment of their 
pensions. Under the existing law it is pro- 
vided that the fifty-nine pension agents may 
charge forty cents every six months, or eighty 
cents @ year, on each pensioner. 
now two hundred and thirteen thousand pen- 
sioners on the roll. I think we ought not to 
exact from these crippled soldiers, from sol- 
diers’ widows and orphans and dependent rel- 
atives, any fee whatever to enable them to 
receive their pensions. It is very little short 
of robbery from a class of persons from whom 
there ought to be no exaction whatever. 

| agree that this bill reported from the com- 
mittee isan improvement on the existing law ; 
for it will dispense in some measure, though 
not entirely, with the necessity of employing 
claim agents or attorneys, through whom pen- 
sions have, perhaps, generally been paid. But 
while we are making a reform why not make 
one that will be substantial, thorough, and 
complete? This bill proposes to continue this 
exaction of eighty cents a year from every 
pensioner I concede that the sum is small, 
ut why exact even thatsmallamount? There 
isno other class of persons having claims upon 
this Government from whom by law we exact 
any fee for obtaining their just dues except the 
pensioners, and they are the very last per- 


sIOnDS. 


There are | 


| Government. 
to the pensioner, but of retrenchment and | 


sons from whom such an exaction should be 
made. 

Mr. LOGAN. ‘Thereis one thing I wantto 
understand about this, and I do so inthe inter- 
est of the pensioners, in whom I think I feel 
as much interest as any gentleman here. I 
would ask the genfleman from Ohio [Mr. 
LAWRENCE] this question :. if you dispense with 


| the fee allowed to the pension agent for making 


| through pension agents, and if justice requires | 


_ put them to that great inconvenience and ex- | 


out the voucher, and at the same time the 
pension agent is not compelled to make it out, 
will the pensioner not have to employ some 
attorney who will charge very much more than 
he would have to pay under the existing system? 
Instead of paying forty cents every six months 
will he not have to pay an attorney some five 
or ten dollars for doing the same thing? 

Mr. LAWRENCE, 
tem of pension agents I would require them to 
prepare the vouchers without any fee at all, 
and would thus relieve every pensioner from 
the payment of a fee. If the pension agents 


If we continue the sys- || 
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are not already sufliciently compensated by the | 


commission to which they are entitled by law 
[ would increase their compensation. 


At the | 


same time I beg to state that the average com- | 


pensation and fees now paid to the pension 
agents will average to each nearly seven thou- 
sand six hundred dollars a year. I know that 
includes their clerk hire and office rent. 

Mr. LOGAN. That includes the vouchers. 

Mr. LAWRENCE, 
vouchers. But I say that if, without the 
voucher fees, their compensation is not suffi- 
cient, and we continue the system of paying 


an increase of their compensation, I would 
increase it rather than make any exaction from 
the pensioners. But the object of the motion 
which I have made to refer this bill back to 
the committee is that the committee may devise 
a system under which payments will be made 
in every county without fees from pensioners 
and without the intervention of claim agents. 
Now, with fifty-nine pension agents the pen- 
sioners must go or send, ina majority of cases, 
from fifty to a hundred miles, and frequently 
a greater distance. Why shall we continue to 


pense? Why not, when we have officers located 
in every county in the United States, provide 
for payments in every county? That is the 
object I have in view, and I hope that the mo- 
tion which I have made will prevail. 
least worthy of consideration. I believe, Mr. 
Speaker, that if we shall do what my motion 
contemplates we will enact a law which will 
meet with the approval of the people of the 
United States and which will entitle us to the 
gratitude of every pensioner in the country. 
Mr. CREBS. I would ask the gentleman 
if it is not true that under the present pension 
law the pension agent receives eighty cents for 
preparing the vouchers; and is it not also true 
that the pensioners have to employ lawyers at 
an additional expense to do the same thing? 
Mr. LAWRENCE. Certainly; that is cor- 
rect. That is, as a general rule the pension 
agents prepare the vouchers, and the business 
of forwarding them, receiving checks for pay- 
ment, and delivering these over to the pen- 


sioners is done through claim agents who are | 


paid for their services. My system contem- 
plates payments without expense or the agency 
of lawyers or claim agents, and without the 
exaction of any fees from pensioners. I insist 
upon a plan by which we can cut down more 
than one half the expenses now paid by the 
It is asystem not only of justice 


economy to the Government. If we pass this 
bill it will be impossible to relieve pensioners 
of the fees of claim agents. These agents will 
continue to be a necessity because of the great 
distance of the pension agents from the pen- 
sioners. This can only be relieved by payment 
in every county. In the remarks which I had 
the honor to submit to the House on the 22d 


Yes, it includes the | 


It is at | 


| these vouchers and paying the pensions. 


| imposed upon him at all by law. 


| voucher was prepare 
| for which he receives a fee. 
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the cost of the present system to the Gov. 
ment and to pensioners, and if any gentle, 
is curious to see them I refer him tothe Gio 
of the 23d of December. 
Mr. LOGAN. i would like to make , 
correction in what the gentleman from ¢ 
[Mr. Lawrence] said in answer to my >. 
league, [Mr. Cress, ] and that was that the 7 
sioner is compelled to employ an attorney al 
also to pay eighty cents to the pension ayo, 
That is a mistake. n 
Mr. LAWRENCE. The law does not coy, 
it, but in nine cases out of ten they do ey), 
lawyers or claim agents; and thus pensio 
do of necessity pay their fees and those of p¢. 
sion agents. ‘The bill reported by the comy 
tee, 1 understand, is approved by a convent), 
of pension agents, as well it might be, sinoo : 
will secure to them fees for every pensione, 
which they do not now get in every case, Ny, 
the practice is in almost every case for the 
sioner to employ and pay a claim agent, 
Mr. LOGAN. He is not required to do i; » 
all; and if he does it it only shows that he js 
very foolish man, because the pension age: 
himself makes out a voucher which in jtse// 


i 


complete, and the pensioner upon that vouch 


t 


/ean draw his money without the aid of ay, 


attorney or agent as an intermediate persi 


|| between the pension agent and the pensioner 


I am speaking of the present law. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Under the law ther 
is no requisition, nothing making it imperati: 
to employ a lawyer; but, as a matter of fac. 
everybady knows that in a large majority, 
cases the payment is made through the age) 
of a lawyer or claim agent. 

Mr. LOGAN. The law does not require 


| That is only the case when the pensioner hi) 


self desires it. He can do without a lawye: 


| and a great deal better sometimes than wit) 
one. 


Mr. CREBS. That is true. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. If you locate a disburs 
ing officer in every county the pensioners wi 
then come to the disbursing oflicer, and the: 
will be no necessity for the employment of « 
claim agent or attorney; and it is just becaus 
I want to relieve the pensioners from tha: 
expense, and for other reasons stated, that | 


| desire to see the system I have suggested esta! 
| lished. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The gentleman fro: 
Ohio [Mr. Lawrencr] and the two gentlem: 
from Illinois [Mr. Cress and Mr. Logay] ai 
in error in regard to the manner of preparing 
The 
law does not require the pension agent now | 
prepare the vouchers at all; but in order th 
the pensioner may get his money he must seu! 
or go to the pension agent with his vouche 
prepared. The pension agent is authorized | 


| prepare it and is authorized to receive from hin 


a certain fee for preparing it. That duty is no 
But if he a 


‘ 


as the medium between the Treasury and ti 


| pensioner he is allowed to collect a fee for it. 


Mr. LOGAN. Allow me a moment. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Very well. 
Mr. LOGAN, I donot think Lam mistaken, 


though the gentleman says so. I said that ther 


was no intermediate person between the pen: 
sion agent and the ee and that thi 
by the pension agent, 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 


The voucher may be 


_ prepared by the pension agent or by any other 


person. 
Mr. LOGAN. But the pension agent may 
prepare it; and if he does he gets a fee. ; 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Certainly. The usua 
fee under the present law for preparing tl 
voucher varies from fifty cents to one dollar. 
some agents charging more and others chars 


ing less. The average fee, I apprehend, will b« 
| about seventy-five cents, which the pens/o" 


] 
} 
| 


of December last I gave the figures showing ‘| 


agents get in the event that they prepare t) 
vouchers. 
But very few of these vouchers are prepare! 
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she pension agent, very few of them. The 
signers are told by the attorneys and claim 
ots that they must employ an intermediate 
zon to prepare the vouchers in order to in- 
ve the payment of the pension, and the result 
- that more than three fourths of all the vouch- 
are made out by outside parties, for which 
‘hey get a fee varying from five to fifteen dol- 
‘ve, In some instances that have come to the 
‘nowledge of the committee as much as fif- 
oy dollars for each semi-annual payment are 


barged by these attorneys and paid by the | 


ensioners. 
Mr. KELSEY. Will the gentleman yield 
,me for a moment? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Certainly. 

Mr. KELSEY. I desire in this connection 
1) say that the pension agent residing at 
‘anandaigua, in the State of New York, has 
cted in accordance with the arene of this 
‘li for the lasttwo years. He has been in the 
.bit of preparing these vouchers and sending 
em to the pensioners who receive their pen- 


ns at his office; and that has been done at | 
n expense of only about forty cents to each | 


ensioner who receives a pension at that office, 


mless the pensioner himself rejected the | 
voucher sent by the pension agent and em- || 


yed some one else to get it up for him. I 

1 entirely satisfied that'this system is the best 
hat can be adopted, the most convenient and 
the cheapest for the pensioner. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
reference to the pension agent at Canandaigua, 
with whom I had an interview in regard to this 
bill, that he told me he had been in the habit 


Let me say further in 


| exceed $4,000. 


| sion agents receive $7,000 a year. 


law are ample compensation for their services. 
Let this duty be superadded as one of their 
official obligations. I hope the gentleman will 
assent to the amendment I have suggested. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. Speaker, this ques- 
tion as to the fee of forty cents was fully in- 
vestigated by the committee upon consultation 
with the Commissioner of Pensions and the 
Secretary of the Interior, in regard to the man- 
ner in which the fee should be paid or whether 
it should be paid at all. 

Now, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Law- 
RENCE] is wrong when he says that these pen- 
The law 


| expressly prescribes that under no circum- 


stances shall the salary of any pension agent 
In most instances this sum 
includes clerk-hire, office-rent, and all the in- 
cidental expenses connected with the office. 
I will give the gentleman an instance. ‘he 
pension agent in the city of St. Louis—and he 
does not disburse by any means the largest 
amount that is disbursed by these agencies 
gets $4,000 a year. Out of this sum he is 
obliged to pay five clerks the year round, in 
addition to his office rent and other incidental 
expenses. Under the law as it now stands the 
pension agent disbursing the smallest amount 
receives practically the largest compensation, 
after the deduction of clerk-hire and other 
expenses. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. 


Will the gentleman 


| allow me a question? 


f sending out prepared vouchers for pensions | 
payable at his agency; that a large amountof | 


he vouchers sent out by him were rejected by 
pensioners, under the advice of attorneys in 
hat vicinity, and in some instances destroyed 


ind other vouchers prepared by outside parties | 


nd sent to him. 


Another thing in connection with this matter || 


this: when the agent sends out these vouchers, 
sis done by the Canandaigua agent, he charges 
io the pensioner the postage upon the voucher 
ent out and the certificate returned, amount- 


ingto nine centseach. That charge isabolished | 


by the provisions of this bill, and the Govern- 
ment pays that expense. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I like this bill and I 
thinkits provisions are very wise, and it strikes 
me, upon examination, as a better scheme 
than the one intimated by my friend from Ohio 
| Mr. LawrRENCE] to bring the pensioner face to 
lace with his money. 

One great trouble with our pension system 
las been that before the pensioner can get the 
bounty which the law designs he shall receive, 
he is met by divers middle men, who contrive 
on the one hand and on the other to fleece him 

it of a very considerable portion. What I 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Certainly. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Is not the time during 
which payments are made limited to a short 
period occurring twice in each year? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It is limited to three 
hundred and sixty-five days in each year; for, 
as the gentleman well knows, these vouchers 
are coming in not only in the months of March 
and September but all through the year. The 
pensioner does not by any means come and get 
his pension in every instance as soon as it 


| becomes due; so that the pension agent must 


| year. 


be on hand with his force at all periods of the 
The agent who disburses two or three 


| hundred thousand dollars in a year may be able 


to get along with two or three clerks employed 
during three or four months in each year; but 
pension agents disbursing the larger amounts, 
running up in some instances to eight or ten 


| hundred thousand dollars, must employ their 


clerks constantiy. 

Now, l am satisfied that these agents must 
be paid this fee; and if we strike out of this 
bill the provision for its payment, the aggre- 


| gate of these fees must be paid out of the 


desire is that the pensioner, upon going to the | 


pension office or receiving from the pension 
oflice a voucher, shall get the money that the 
law intends to be given to him for the services 
upon which the pension is based. 

[In accordance with a suggestion that has been 


made to me I will modify the amendment I have | 


already indicated, so as to strike out all of the 
fourth section down to the word ‘‘any,’’ in the 


ixth line, and amend the remainder of the || 


ection so as to read: 
That any pension agent or other person who shall, 
(rectly or indirectly, take or receive or demand any 
mpensation for such service shall forfeit and pay 
the sum of $500 for cach offense, to be recovered by 
indictment in any court of competent jurisdiction. 
_ [ would cut up by the roots the whole of this 
pusiness; I would take away all temptation 
from these claim agents, these officious friends 
who oftentimes take advantage of the ignor- 
ance of the pensioner to extort very consid- 
rable sums, amounting, as I know, in one 
instance, to ten dollars for collecting a pension 
of less than fifty doUlars. I submit to my friend 
from Missouri, the chairman of the commit- 
tee who reported this bill, that the commis- 
1ons paid to pension agents under { 


he existing 


‘Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. BECK. Will the gentleman yield to me 
a moment? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to call attention to 
the fact that it has been shown before the 
Committee on Appropriations that under the 
present system the pension agents are wholly 
unable to discover the frauds that are perpe- 
trated upon them. We have, forinstance, this 
fact, that there are eight hundred and sixty or 
eight hundred and eighty widows of revoln- 
tionary soldiers now drawing pensions, all 
of whom were married before the year 1800, 
and only one death occurred in that whole 
number during the last year! All drawing 
pensions as the widows of revolutionary sol- 
diers, and only one death during the last 
year, although they were all married sixty- 
nine years ago! ‘The Commissioner of Pen- 
sions reports to the House that he is satisfied 
there are frauds upon the Government in 
reference to the payment of pensions, and 
he calls for an appropriation of $60,000, 
$45,000 of which he declares to be neces- 
sary for the purpose of investigating and ex- 
posing the perpetration of frauds upon the 
Pension Office. My idea is that, if you will 
appoint the postmaster in each county and 


make it his duty to report all cases of false || I would give to the Commissioner ¢ 
. -* . . | . . ! 
personation, marriage and death of widows, || the discretion to employ «ss 


e 
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you will save millions of dollars annually over 
the present system. ‘ 

{ wish to call the attention of the House to 
the facts reported by our committee, and | 
trust the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. 
KeLsey,| or the gentleman from Ohio, | Mr. 
LAWRENCE, will state them to the House. 

Mr. BENJAMIN... In reply to what has 
been said by the gentleman trom Kentucky 
[Mr. Beck] and the gentleman from Ohio, 
| Mr. Lawrence, ] that the mode indicated by 
them has been considered at the Department 
of the Interior, | wish to submit one or two 
remarks. If those gentlemen will consider 
for one moment and analyze this work, | am 
satisfied they will not urge its adoption by the 
Hiouse. Assistant assessors are not officers 
appointed by the Interior Department, but 
they are officers under the Treasury Depart 
ment, while the payment of pensions is under 
the Interior Department; and beside that, 
these assistant assessors give no bonds, be- 
cause they disburse no money at the present 
time. In order to make them disbursing ofli- 
cers, the Interior Department will have to take 


| hold of them and require them to give bonds 


for the faithful disbursement of the pension 
money intrusted to their keeping. And not 
only that; but in addition the Interior De 
partment must be given some control ove 
these officers who, under the law as it 
stands, are appointed for the benelit of the 
Treasury Department alone. They are not 
now appointed by the Interior Department. 
‘They are not responsible to the Interior Depart 
ment, and it would be an anomaly in legisla 
tion to providethat a subordinate oflicer should 
render his accounts in part, or to have his 
conduct subject to the control of the heads 


how 


| of two separate and distinct Departments of 


the Government. Gentlemen must know that 
the thing is not at all practicable. 

More than that, these assistant assessors have 
a large extent of country to go over, and the 
duties they are now called upon to discharge 
necessarily occupy the most of their time. 


| This being the case, when are they to pay these 


pensions? Beyond that, under the present sys 

tem the pensioner must be paid at a particula: 
locality, at a particular office, and if he remove 

from one locality to another the place for the 
payment of his pension is changed. He is 
placed upon the pension-roll of the pension 
agent near his new home. We know that these 
pensioners are constantly removing from on¢ 
county to another, and from one State to an 

other, and that they must be transferred from 
one place of payment to another. ‘Then another 
difficulty attends it, that these assistant assess- 
ors’ districts are undergoing constant changes, 
of course with the approval of the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue. There would then, 
of course, be constant confusion. 

These parties by the gentleman’s provision 
are all made disbursing oflicers of the Govern- 
ment. The pension fund is large, amounting 
now to some thirty million dollars, and we are 
to place that amount, according to the provi 
ion of the gentleman, for disbursement in the 
hands of these assistant assessors. ‘lhe gen- 
tleman says not. Let us see where I 
taken. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. 1 think I can satis 
factorily answer every objection the gentleman 
has made. He says this matter has been con- 
sidered at the Interior Department. He does 
not inform us what conclusions the Interior 
Department came to. I will tell him that this 
subject is not discussed in the report of the 
Secretary of the Interior at all; but it was dis 
cussed in the report of the former Secretary o! 


the Interior afew yearsago, who recommended 


payment through the money-order post olli 
So much for the authority of the Interior De 


partment. 


am mis- 


‘ 


‘Then the gentleman says that these assessor! 
districts are changed frequent Very wel 
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postmasters, and if you please the examining 
surgeons, located in every county. 
lhen the gentleman says we will make each 


one of these local officers a disbursing agent. 
Not so. I would not put a dollar in their 
hands. I would have the Commissioner of 
Pensions draw a check payable to the order of 
the pei sioner, and to be delivered to the pen- 
sioner in person. These officers, therefore, 


would not, as disbursing agents, handle a dollar 
of money. Millions of bounties to soldiers 
were paid Out in this way. It is a mode of 
payment now generally adopted by the Govern- 
nent, and 80 it may be as to pensions. 


and could not be imposed upon by fraudulent 
personations. Le would be in a position to 
certify to the Commissioner of Pensions every 
change of residence, every case of marriage, 
every case of death; everything of that sort. 
All this can be provided for, and you will have 
the amplest safeguard against fraud that you 
possibly can have. The pension agents now 
can have no personal knowledge of pensioners. 
‘They are very liable to be imposed on by false 
personations and other frauds. 


' 


The | 
postmaster could deliver checks in his county, | 

= | 
vhere he would know who was entitled to them || 


W hat can the pension agents now know about | 


any of the facts essential to protect the Gov: 
ernment or the pensioners? There are but 
two of them in Ohio, and they cannot have the 
necessary local knowledge. While the 


out, #8 is justly said by the Secretary of the 
Interior in his last annual report, you make it 
the interest of these agents not to detect cases 
of fraud; for if you cut down the number of 
pensioners and the amounts paid you cut down 
also the commissions to the agents. 

| would devolve the duty upon the officers 
of a county without any additional compensa- 
tion. But if they were paid for their services 
one half the sum now paid in commissions to 
pension agents it would afford a compensation 
for which competent officers in every county 
would gladly perform the duties. And this plan 


iid save to the Government twice over the | 
1ount of all expenses by preventing frauds. || 


ir, BENJAMIN. I think that to devolve 
is duty on the postmasters would be still 

ore objectionable than to throw it on the 
otLer classes of officers. We all know very 
well what are the qualifications of a great many 
of the cross-roads postmasters throughout the 
country. We all know very well that all the 


pond they have given to the Government is but | 


‘or one or two hundred dollars, while under the 
plan of the gentleman from Ohio they might be 
required to disburse $50,000. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Notthe cross-roads 
postmasters. 

Mr. BENJAMIN.  Lunderstood the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] to say that 
he desired to have the duty put upon the post- 
masters, 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Upon onein each county 
where there is a money-order office. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. There are not money- 
order offices in every county of the United 
states, 

Mr. LAWRENCE. There is very nearly one 
for every county. There are two thousand 
money-order offices in the United States. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, 
short of being one for each county. And the 
gentleman knows very well that if you pay this 


law | 
. . . | 
gives them a commission on the sums they pay 


That comes a good deal | 
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Commissioner of Pensions that after consulta- 
tion the scheme is there regarded as wholly 
impracticable and impossible to be carried out. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I desire justto say one 
word, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I cannot yield at present. 
For evidence of the truth of what I have 
just stated I refer the gentleman to the Com- 
missioner of Pensions himself, with whom he 
can settle that matter. Such, at all events, 
the Commissioner of Pensions informs me is 
the result of consultation in the Department. 


The matter has been under consideration there | 


since a bill was introduced into the House at 
the commencement of this session looking to 
the accomplishment of what the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] proposes. 1 now 
yield to the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. PETERS. 
state of matters there are two propositions 
before the House, the one submitted by the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] and 


the other by the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, | 


[ Mr. Maynarp.] 1| like the idea contemplated 
by the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, 


| but I do not like the machinery he proposes 


to carry it out. The same idea in the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from ‘J'ennessee I do 
like, and I hope it will mect the approval of 
the House. Its object is this: so to amend 
the fourth section that neither the pension 
agent nor any other person shall receive any 
pay for what has to be done in pursuance of 
this bill under a penalty. 

Mr. Speaker, I like that provision, and I 
will state the reason that controls my mind in 
relation to it. I know that there are deep and 
damnable frauds committed upon the poor 
pensioners, and particularly they lose a good 
deal and are made the victims of exactions by 
the agent or the attorney in advancing money 
and lending it at extortionate rates of interest, 
the pensioner being a poor man, and being 
generally in want of his money before the 


I have had them come to me as an attorney- 
at-law and offer me half the amount if I would 
advance the other half in cash. 

Now, sir, if you take from the agent and 
take from any other person any power to col- 
lect any fees, you will go a great way toward 
removing all temptation; they will have no 
motive to do business for the pensioners; the 
claims agent or attorney who keeps these pa- 
pers on his own files, who advances money, 
and who takes these great rates, if he cannot 
receive any fee for collecting the pension, will 
have little temptation to attempt these exac- 
tions, and the pensioner will have very little 





| motive in going to him to allow these exac- 


tions. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Let me suggest to the 
propose, of paying in every county, you can 
provide for the payment of pensions quarterly 
or once in every period of two months, and 
avoid the very evils which the gentleman has 
so well described. 


Mr. PETERS. 


I have said that I like the 


| idea embodied in the gentleman’s amendment, 
| but I do not approve of his machinery as well 


as I do the machinery of this bill, if it shall be 


amended as the gentleman from Tennessee 





j 
} 
| 

| 


out of the post oflice fund, if you pay it through || 


the money-order offices, it will requite a larger 
amount of money than the whole post office 
revenues of the country. 
Mr. LAWRENCE, 
yield to me for a single word ? 
Mr. BENJAMIN. 
gentleman at this point. 
snows very well that if he increases the duty 
of these postmasters he will also have to in- 
, crease their compensation. As regards the 


views expressed by the Department of the 
Interior, L will state that I am informed by the 


Will the gentleman | 


| 


[ Mr. Maynarp] proposes. 

Now, a word more, with the consent of the 
gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Bensamrn.] It 
is said that it would be taking a compensation 
from the agent which he ought to have. I 


‘| understood the gentleman from Missouri to say 
a moment ago that very few of these vouchers | 


are made out by the pension agents themselves 
in the present state of things. They have a 


{ cannot yield to the || commission on the money disbursed by them. | 
hen the gentleman || If that is not enough give them more commis- 


sion in addition to the sum which we pay the 
pensioners. lam willing to pay the expenses 
of safely carrying to the pensioners the poor 
pittance which the country has given them for 
the services which they and theirs have per- 


If I understand rightly the | 


time arrives when he is legally entitled to it. 


gentleman that if you adopt the plan which | | 
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formed. I can only say that these Offices 
(pension agencies) are generally very much 
sought after. I know that in my sectio, 
of the country they ure most excellently paid, 
But if they are not sufficiently paid let us raic, 
the pay in a direct, honest, and reasonab, 
, manner by increasing the commission, rather 
than to set before them and through they 
and outside of them before others a continy 
temptation to rob the pensioners. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I am satisfied that 4), 
question resolvesitself into this: shall the pen 
sioner pay this little pittance of forty cents }yiy, 
self, or shall the Treasury of the United State. 
pay it? 

Mr. PETERS. I would ask the gentlem,, 
, this question: when you make the pensioy,, 
pay this small pittance does it not ensnare hj), 
into the temptation of paying a great deal mor. 
than this pittance to others? Thatis the poin: 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Byno means, This pj) 
provides that no voucher shall be paid at 4) 
except the voucher prepared by the pensioy 
agent. ‘The pension agent has to prepare the 
voucher in-his office. ‘That necessarily throws 
large additional duties upon him. It neees. 
sarily requires a large amount of additiona| 
work to be performed in his office, for which 
he has got to have an additional clerk; and jy 
some instances two or three additional clerks 
will be needed to prepare the large number of 
vouchers that must be prepared for all the 
pensioners. ‘That additional duty this bill im. 
poses on the pensionagent. He is not required 
to do it now; but he is permitted to do it, and 
if he does do it he is authorized to receive 
a fee. 
| Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. I would ask the 
' gentleman if his bill contemplates that every 

pensioner shall appear personally at the office 
of the pension agent to receive his pension? 
Mr. BENJAMIN. By no means. The bill 
rovides that fifteen days preceding the 4th of 
March or the 4th of September the pension 
agent shall prepare and fill out in every par- 
ticular all the vouchers ready for the signature 
of the pensioner and transmit them by mail to 
his address. He has under the present law the 
name and address of every pensioner who is 
| payable at his agency. The pensioner, on re- 
ceiving the voucher at his place of residence, is 
to attach to it his signature and subscribe the 
affidavits required before an officer there quali- 
fied to administer oaths, and send it back to 
the pension agent by mail; upon its receipt 
by the pension agent, properly subscribed and 
witnessed according to the law and the con- 
structions of the Interior Department, then the 
pension agent is to draw his check in favor of 
the pensioner and transmit it to him. The 
| pensioner need not go out of his house in 
order to obtain his money. It is sent to his 
door or to the nearest post office. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. I desire to ask 
the gentleman if this voucher that he speaks of 
does not consist, in an essential part, ofa correct 
copy of the pension certificate which each pen- 
sioner has in his possession? And if that 
question be answered in the affirmative, as | 
know it must be, then I would ask will not this 
system require (he pension agent to keep in his 
possession all these pension certificates? If 
not, how is he going to copy the papers he pre- 
pares? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Precisely as he does under 
the existing law; the pension agent can carry 
out the provisions of this bill now if he chooses 
todoso and the pensioner permits it to be done. 
There is nothing in the present law prohibiting 
the pension agent from paying pensions as this 
bill requires; the trouble is that the sharks 
prowling around the country induce the pen- 
sioner to believe that without their valuable 
assistance in the matter he will not get his 
pension at all, and they get fees from the pen- 
sioners varying from one to fifteen dollars ; 
now we amend the law in this respect: we say 
that the pension agent shall do this work and 
he must be paid for it; it is very clear. 
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Mr. BOLES. Will the gentleman allow me 
+) ask him a question right here ? 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Certainly. 

Mr. BOLES. How will the agent get his 
pay should the pensioner refuse to give it to 
him ? 

Or. BENJAMIN. Ifthe pensioner’s semi- 
annual pension is forty-eight dollars he will 
have sent to him a check upon the Assistant 
rreasurer for $47 60. ‘The amount of the fee 
.e deducted from the amount of his pension. 
There is no payment about it other than the 
withholding the amount necessary to compens- 
ate 
apers which are now in large part prepared 
.y attorneys. 
“Mr. BOLES. 
be paid for certifying the voucher ? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. That is a matter wholly 
within the control of the Legislatures of the 
various States. The pensioner goes before a 
State officer, who is not an officer we can con- 
trol. The State of Arkansas may permit such 
an officer in that State to charge one cent, or 
one dollar, or five dollars. That depends en- 
tirely upon the laws of the State. 

Mr. BOLES. In many States these officers 
are allowed a dollar, which would be a heavy 
tax on these pensioners. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
The voucher must be sworn to. 
before an officer of the United States in every 
instance we could regulate thefee. But such 
is not the case, and cannot be the case. In 


| 
i 
I 


the pension agent for the preparation of 


Who is to regulate the fee to | 


That cannot be avoided. | 
If it was done 


ninety-nine cases out of every hundred the | 


voucher is sworn to and subscribed before an | 


officer of the State in which the pensioner lives, 
and we cannot say how much fees a State 
officer may have. 

But I was going on to say that by the pro- 
visions of this bill we bring the pensioner into 


direct communication with the pension agent. | 


We do not permit any middle man for any 
purpose whatever to interfere in the matter at 
all, or to receive any fees in connection with 
it. So far I presume every gentleman in the 
House will support the bill. 

Then the question is, who shall pay the pen- 
sion agent for the discharge of this duty? I can 
assure the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
MaynarD] that he must be paid. Ifwe impose 
this additional duty upon him, if we make it in- 
cumbent upon him to discharge this duty, we 
will certainly be called upon to pay him for it 
out of the Treasury of the United States, or in 
some other way. 


I have no feeling upon the | 


subject ; 1 would as soon pay the pension agent | 


out of the Treasury of the United States as in 
any other way. The committee considered this 
question. The fee isasmall amount to each pen- 
sioner, but in the aggregate these fees amount 
to a very large sum. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Willthe gentleman allow 
me to interrupt him a moment? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Certainly. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I suppose that we have 
upon due consideration settled the amount of 
pension which we think is right in each case 
according to the various grades of service, and 
[ submit that we ought not to put upon the pen- 
sioners a tax—for this would be atax—of nearly 
a dollar a year during their lives, without refer- 
ence to the amount of pension received, the 


smallest pensioner paying precisely as much as | 


the widow of a major general or a major gen- 
eral himself. ‘The requirement operates un- 
equally, Besides, it strikes me that this is a 


pitiful way of saving tothe Treasury the salary | 


of these agents, by deducting it from the bounty 
that we have provided for the pensioners of the 
Government. I hope the gentleman from Mis- 
souri will see the matter as I do, that the pen- 
sioners ought to be brought face to face with 
the pension agent to receive their pensions, and 
that we should make provision otherwise for the 
compensation of the agents and other officers. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The gentleman is mis- 
taken in saying that we are by this bill putting 





this burden upon the pensioner. 
trary we are relieving him of the payment of 
three fourths of the amount which he now has 
to pay. It is most unquestionably the duty 
of the pensioner to go and get his money. 
There is no injustice in requiring him to do 
so. We have said to these pensioners, ‘* We 
will pay you a certain amount, but you must 
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come forward and receive it; you must go | 


where the money is and sign the necessary re- 
ceipt.’’ By the provision of this bill we pro- 
pose to say, ‘* We will not any longer put you 
to the expense of going after your money.”’ 
In many instances the pensioners live a hun- 
dred miles and in some instances two or three 
hundred miles from the pension agency. Un- 
der the existing law, under the law as it has 
existed from the beginning, the pensioner 
must go in person to receive his pension, or 
he must employ somebody else to go and pro- 
cure the pension in hisname. Thus, under 
the present law, the procuring of the pension 
costs the pensioner in many instances a con- 
siderable slice of his pension. 

Mr. MAYNARD. And itought not to cost 
him anything. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 


Now, by this bill we pro- 


| pose to reform the present system, and to say 


that three fourths of this burden shall be taken 
from the pensioner, that he shall be required to 
pay only one fourth of the expense heretofore 
imposed upon him. 

Mr. PETERS. Just at this point | wish to 
say a word, with the consent of the gentleman 
from Missouri. By this bill the pensioner is 
required to pay a fee of forty cents. Now, in 


| some instances these pensions are collected by 


associations of acharitable character. In some 
cases within my own knowledge they have been 
collected by the Grand Army of the Republic 


| without any expense whatever to the pensioner. 


But under this bill the pensioner must pay at 
least forty cents to the pension agent, though 
some one may be willing to go and do the 
business on his behalf for nothing. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. Speaker, the in- 


| stances of which the gentleman speaks are 


certainly very rare; and although | have not 
the data before me, I will venture to say that 
since the close of the recent war no pensioner 
has received his pension without paying some- 


| thing. 
| Mr. PETERS. Some, I know, have re- 
ceived their pensions without incurring any 
| expense. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If the pension is col- 
lected by these associations they are paid 


something; and I will venture further to say 
that no pensioner within the last five years has 
received his pension with a deduction of a less 


amount than forty cents. 


] 


I yield for a moment to the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. We ker. ] 

Mr. WELKER. My colleague [Mr. Law- 
RENCE] has stated that the expense of disburs- 
ing these pensions amounts on the average to 
$7,000 a year for each pension agent. On the 
other hand the gentleman from Missouri has 
stated that the compensation of these agents 
amounts to only $4,000 a year. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. That is the maximum 
allowed under the law. 

Mr. WELKER. I want to ask the gentle- 
man from Missouri whether he has any official 
information from the Department that that is 
the amount of the compensation of these pen- 
sion agents? As mycolleague has stated once 
or twice that the average compensation is 
$7,000 a year, | want to know which of the 
gentlemen is correct. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. 
is $7,600. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Iwill refer the gentle- 
men to the statute, and he can read the pro- 
vision for himself. I say that the maximum 
amount allowed annually to any pension agent 
is $4,000. 
show my statement to be correct. 


The average amount 


An examination of the law will | 
If any pen- ' 


_ his money. 
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On the con- || sion agent receives $7,000 a year that amount 


is made up by these fees. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Certainly. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. And the duty for which 
this fee is paid is not performed as pension 
agent at all. The law imposes no such duty 
upon the pension agent; but it does permit 
him, as it permits the gentleman from Ohio or 
any other gentleman, to do this duty and to 
charge a certain amount for doing it. 

Now, the gentleman has stated that in the 
discharge of these duties there may be in some 
instances $7,000 realized by these pension 
agents. The pension agent has to employ an 
additional clerk or two if he makes out any 
considerable number of these papers; but that 
is not a part of the fees of pension agents. 
The pay of a pension agent, under the law, in 
no case can exceed the sum of $4,000 a year. 
I ask the gentleman from Ohio if such is not 
the fact? 

Mr. LAWRENCE. He has his commissions 
up to $4,000 a year; but he also has his fees for 
making out these papers, so that the average 
pay of a pension agent amounts to $7,300 a 
year. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I suggest to the gentle- 
man that there will be no difficulty in finding 
pension agents. The gentleman in his own 
district can find enough to fill the positions in 
all the districts in the United States. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have no doubt that at 
$1,000 a year any number of men could be 
found in the gentleman’s district to serve here 
as 2 member of Congress. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Yes, sir, to serve for the 
honor of it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will not say that they 
will render as efficient service as the honorable 
gentleman himself; but you will find, I am 
sure, any number of men in his district who 
would accept the office at almost a nominal 
sum. 

Mr. MAYNARD. They would accept the 
office as one of honor; but that is not the case 
we have now before us. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will go with the gen 
tleman in fixing a reasonable amount, not only 
as the fees for pension agents, but as the sal 
ary of any other of our officers. I have, how 
ever, never been in favor of paying these or 
any other officers extravagantly. Having in 
vestigated this case, I am satistied that these 
pension agents as aclass do not receive any 
more than they are authorized to receive. And 
I am satisfied that if we impose this additional 
duty on them we shall have to pay them an 
extra compensation out of the Treasury of the 
United States. If such was not the fact | 
would go with the gentleman in lopping this 
off; but the amount having to be paid, and 
we, as I stated before, having relieved the pen 
sioners of three fourths of what they are re 
quired to pay under the existing law, | think 
we are dealing most generously by them in the 
passage of this bill. 

There is another item of expense to be taken 
into consideration. Under the present law 
these pensioners have to pay postage. If the 


| pension agent prepares the vouchers under the 


law and transmits them to the pensioner, as 
he has the right to do it, the pensioner 1s 
charged with the postage as well as postage 
when they are returned. The pension agent 
also charges the pensioner with postage when 
he transmits the check to the pensioner for 
Here, then, the pensioner has to 
pay at least nine cents at every semi-annual 
payment, the whole amounting inthe aggregate 
to $36,000 a year. That is what is paid under 
the existing law, but from that expense this 
bill relieves our pensioners. 

Mr. PETERS. Is it not the almost invari 
able practice of the Departments of the Gov- 
ernment in paying out money to prepare the 
vouchers for the party to sign? Will gentle- 
men therefore put these poor pensioners to an 
expense not asked of other persons? I believe, 
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! 
from my head to my toes, that you will never } it strikes me that no pensioner can complain, || his services, 


cut out this fraud, root and branch, until we 
cut out this compensation. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The gentleman knows 





| or will complain, or will have the least reason | 
| to complain at the payment of forty cents, if || 


instead of having to depend on-the pension 


weil enough, for he bas read this bill, that we || agent, as under the existing law, he has a check 


allow compensation to no one but these pen- 


ion agents; and pension agents are not per- | 
mitted, under the provisions of this bill, to || forty cents. 


accept any vouchers prepared otherwise than 
in their ollices. i 
his premises. 

upon these pensioners. 
posing thisonthem. Weare, onthe contrary, 
relieving them from three fourths of the ex- 


Ile says that we impose this 


The gentleman is wrong in | 
Sir, we are not im- | 


|| present by the amendment of the gentleman 


pense to which they are subjected under the | 


resent law. 


Mr. PETERS. This isan improvement upon | 


previous bills, but it does not go far enough. 
Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. | wish to 
ask the gentleman what is his objection to pay- 


ing the pension directly from the Treasury of || mous consent. 


the United States? 
Mr. BENJAMIN. ‘The pensioners from Ore- 
yon and California will be a long while before 


| tee have leave to report at any time.’’ 


| 


they could get their money if they had to come | 


to the city of Washington to get it. Vouchers 
have to be prepared and they have to show that 
the pensioner is alive, or in the case of a widow 
that she has not married again, or in the case 
of children that they are under sixteen years 
of age and still living. 
prove all these facts, 

Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. Do not 
ihe Government appoint surgeons to ascertain 
these facts? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. We do not appoint a 

irgeon to examine the ladies to see whether 
ihey are married or not. [Laughter] Nordo 
we appoint @ surgeon to examine the children 
to see whether they are alive or not. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I am very anxious, in 
theinterest of the pensioners and for the safety 
of the Government, that this bill shouldepass ; 
ind IT am anxious that it shoyld pass on an 
early day. I have stated that its passage in 
time to apply the semi-annual payment in 
March will save the pensioners $1,000,000. 
lhe gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence, | 
thinks that that is a large statement of the 
amount that will be saved. | will state to him 
that at the Department of the Interior it was 
estimated that the amount of saving would be 
very much larger than that. 
undoubtedly very large, and | think Lam within 
bounds when I say that this bill will give 
the pensioners every six months an additional 


} 


will receive under the provisions of this bill. 


Now, ifthe bill should be recommitted it will | 


be impossible for the committee to report it to 
the House for action prior to the 4th of March, 
or rather in time to allow vouchers to be pre- 
pared and payments made under the bill prior 
to the 4th of March. 


Further than that, [ am | 


well satisfied from the investigations I have | 


made and those made by the committee, and 
from the suggestions made at the Department, 
that the system of payment through either the | 
“assistant assessors, the postmasters, or any other 
local ofticers, is wholly inadequate and cannot | 
be carried out successfully. 

Hence the question, in my judgment, resolves 
itself into this: whether we shall make the pay- 
ments according to the provisions of this bill or 
shall continue the present system. Ido not 
suppose there are many gentlemen here who | 
would hesitate as between those two alterna- | 
tives; and the only point as to which there 
can possibly be a disagreement is as to who | 
shall pay these forty cents. It will amount in 
the aggregate, as paid by the Treasury, at least | 
to $160,000. But that is a small sum, small | 
when compared with what we pay now to the 
persons receiving pensions. 

We are dealing with the pensioners under 
this bill very liberally, in my judgment. We 


| the Government shall pay this charge or the | 


‘The vouchers bave to | 


| dole out to t 


placed in his hands on the United States Treas- 
ury good for the amount of bis pension less 


I think the House is now fully prepared to 
vote on the question. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I understand that my | 
amendment is pending. 
The SPEAKER. It is superseded for the 


from Ohio [Mr. LawrEencE] to recommit the 
bill with instructions. 

Mr. LAWRENCK. I desire to add to my 
amendment the words ‘‘ and that the commit- 


The SPEAKER, That will require unani- 
Is there any objection ? 
L object. 


Mr. JUDD. 
LAWRENCK. I demand, then, the 


Mr. 


| previous question on the amendment as already 


submitted, but yield for a few moments to the 
gentleman from Minnesota. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. Tor the dim- 
inution of expense to the pensioners which || 
is secured by this bill 1 think the committee 
deserve credit. But they have not gone far 
enough. ‘The reasons which induced them to 
diminish the expense three quarters, as they 
say, ought to have induced them to wipe it out 
altogether. We know that the pensioners are || 
the poorest class of men, pecuniarily, that we 
have in our country, and we know that they 
are more poorly paid than any other class in 
proportion to the sacrifices they have made for 
the country. I think, therefore, that it is our 
duty to give them this small pittance which we 
hem without any charge upon it || 


| whatever. 


As has been said by the gentleman who has 
As has | 1 by the gentl who | 


| reported this bill, it is a mere question whether 


| a small thing to gentleman drawing $5,000 a 


pensioners. I am very decidedly in favor of 
having the Government pay it. It may seem 
| 
year, but to the pensioner, who is drawing his 


|| few dollars a month, it is a very considerable 


|} amount. 


The amount is | 


| 


| there seems to be some 


i 


31,000,000, which they ought to receive and | 





| 


| us that the fourth section of this bill, if the 
| Government paid the expense, would cost the 
| Government $160,000. 
| the pensioners shall pay that $160,000. I 


Now, | believe that the sentiment 
of this House is in favor of having the Govern- 
ment pay this additional compensation if the 
pension agent has to have an increase; but as 
uncertainty upon that 
point, as the minds of members are not clear 
as to whether he is not paid sufficient without 
any additional compensation, I shall favor hav- || 
ing the bill recommitted. ‘The whole question 

as to how much compensation these pension 

agents ought to have can then be considered, 


| 


| and the House can vote upon it more under- 


standingly. 

Mr. LAWRENCE resumed the floor. 

Mr. BECK. Will the gentleman from Ohio 
allow me a few moments? 

Mr. LAWRENCE, | yieldto the gentleman. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to call the attention 
of the House to one factin connection with the 
statement just made by the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Bensamin.] He announced to 


He now proposes that || 


understand that there are fifty-five pension 
agencies. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. Tifty-nine. 


Mr. BECK. That makes an increase of | 


'| nearly three thousand dollars to the present |, 
|| salary of each pension agent, and the average 


. ' 
now, as I understand from the gentleman from | 


|| Ohio, [Mr. Lawrence,] is nearly or quite | 
| seven thousand dollars. C 
|| vision of this bill, whether the money is paid | 
| by the pensioners or by the Government, is | 


Therefore the pro- 


| ations that most enormous frauds 
| thing connected with these pensions. The 


| lives sometimes three or four hundred 


| ing. 





January 


sides 10, 


——— 





which I think is altogethe 
much to pay any officer in that position, 
Besides that, as I said when I was up befor, 
it is shown before the Committee on Appropri. 
are being 
perpetrated by false personations and in eyer, 


r too 


ery- 
agen 
7 a miles 
away from the pensioner, and the only re 
against frauds now is to send special agen. 
and detectives from the Department here to 


LU 


trace the frauds if they can; and under the 


medy 


| system that prevails here now every special 
| agent thatis sent out by the Department is paid 
| ten cents per mile mileage going and rety 


° ‘ rm 
An agent, for instance, is sent to Nash. 
ville, say a thousand miles, to detect fraud 


| and the Department pays him $100 for ridiyo 
= 5 


there, when he can get in the cars and go there 
at an expense of twenty dollars! That is tho 
way the thing works; and the salaries of tho 
special agents as clerks run on in the Depart. 
ment all the time they are gone. You have gos 
to cut all that off, gentlemen of the House, by 
requiring the postmaster at each money-ordey 
post oflice in the country to attend to this busi. 
ness, and they will be able to report the deaths, 
marriages, &c., in their respective counties, 


If you do not do that you will spend millions 
| of dollars for useless machinery. 


pr 


pr 


Mr. LAWRENCE. 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered, being first upon Mr. 
LAWRENCE’S motion to recommit the bill with 


I now move the 


| instructions. 


The question was put; and there were—ayes 
69, noes 43. : 

Mr. BENJAMIN demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. KELLY called for tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COX. I move'that the House do now 
adjourn. 


MICHIGAN LAND GRANT. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a letter from the Commis 
sioner of the General Land Office, in answer 
to a resolution of the House of the 15th of 
December, 1869, relative to the acceptance o! 
certain lands granted to the State of Michigan 


| in June, 1856, to aid in the construction of a 


railroad from Grand Haven to Flint; which 
was referred to the Commitiee on the Public 


Lauds, and ordered to be printed. 


SPRINGFIELD ARMORY, ETC. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmit: 
ting to the House, in accordance with the act 
of Congress approved April 2, 1794, a statement 
of the expenditures of the National Armory at 
Springfield, and the arms and repairs to arms 


| made ut said armory during the year 1869; 


which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printnd. 
ROCK ISLAND BRIDGE. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmit: 
ting to the House a report of the chief of en- 
. . 2 oo 
gineers upon the Rock Island bridge ; which 
vas referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 

LEFTWICI! VS. SMITH—TENNESSEE. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
additional papers in the contested-election case 
of John W. Leftwich vs. William J. Smith, 
from the eighth congressional district of the 
State of Tennessee; which were referred to 
the Committee of Elections. 


The question recurred upon the motion 0! 


Mr. Cox, that the House adjourn; and being 


are relieving them from a great burden and || equivalent to giving to each pension agent a | taken, upon a division there were—ayes onc 
salary of nearly ten thousand dollars a year for 


And | 


assuming it ourselves to a great extent. 


b '* 


hundred and ten, noes not counted. 
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1870. 


So the motion was agreed to; and accord- 
‘ngly (at three o’clock and forty minutes p. m.) 
the House adjourned. 

PETITIONS, ETC, 

The following petitions, &c., were presented | 

under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
mmittees: 
By Mr. ASPER: The petition of N. Morrow 
and others, citizens of Atchison county, Mis- 
souri, praying the abolition of the franking 
privilege. a : a 

Also, the petition of Rodney Glaizer and 
others, of Livingston county, Missouri, for the 

ame purpose. 

Also, the petition of August W. Schulenberg 
and others, citizens of St. Louis, asking that 
soda-ash, caustic soda, sal-soda, and bleaching 
powder be admitted free of duty. 

Also, the petition of William Spear and 
others, residents of Mercer county, Missouri, 
asking the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. BENNETT: The memorial of 
Charles E. Perry, for increase of salary as 
United States consul at Aspinwall. 

By Mr. BROOKS, of New York: The 
memorial of H. L. and George Griswold, and 
of a large number of New York shipowners 
and merchants, praying for free trade in ships, 
and setting forth that the present tariff is driv- 
ing the American commercial flag from the 
ocean. 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
Thomas H. Lawrence and 45 others, citizens 
of Falmouth, Massachusetts, asking for the 
repeal of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. CESSNA: The petition of Jacob F. 
Countryman, for relief. 

Also, the petition of Charles L. Iisher, for 
a pension. 


CV 


By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: The petition | 


of Mrs. Barbara Roth, of Richland county, 
Wisconsin, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Henry Welden, late 
sutler to the tenth and nineteenth regiments 
United States infantry, for damages for loss of 
stores burntat Gaines’s Mill, Virginia, by order 
of General George Sykes, on the 27th day of 
June, 1862. 

By Mr. COOK: A petition from citizens of 
Naperville, Du Page county, Illinois, praying 
for the compulsory prepayment of all domestic 
postages. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Hinsdale, Du 
Page county, Illinois, praying for compulsory 
prepayment of all domestic postages. 

By Mr. CULLOM: The petition of George 
W. Jenkins and a large number of others, cit- 
izens of Woodford county, Lllinois, asking for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

5y Mr. ELDRIDGE: The petition of D. W. 
Maxon and 100 others, citizens of the county 
of Washington, in the State of Wisconsin, for 
the repeal of the tariff on iron, cloths, leather, 
salt, &e. 

By Mr. FERRY: The petition of W. J. 
Button, Nathan Crosby, Frederick J. Russell, 
and 30 others, of Oceana county, praying for 
the repeal of the duty on hides. 

Also, the petition of F. M. Sammons, F. E. 
Goodnow, Edgar Conkling, and 210 others, of 
Sheyboygan county, Michigan, praying for an 
appropriation of $100,000 for the improvement 
of the harbor at the mouth of the Sheboygan 
river, Michigan. 

By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: A petition 
of citizens of Trumbull county, Ohio, relative 
to the proposed reduction of import duties on 
jute and gunny manufactures, and praying 
that the same be not reduced. 

Also, a memorial of the Association for the 
Improvement of the Condition of the Poor of 
Washington City. 

By Mr. HAWLEY: A petition of citizens 
of Adams county, Illinois, praying Congress to 
provide by law for the compulsory prepay- 
ment of all domestic postages except on such 
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Also, a petition of citizens of Hancock || 
county, Illinois, asking Congress to allow to || 
Cuba the rights of a belligerent Power and to 
recognize her independence. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Adams county, 
Illinois, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. — 

By Mr. KELSEY: A petition of 153 citi- 
zens of Penn Yan, New York, asking pensions 
for veterans and widows of veterans of the war 
of 1812. 

Also, a petition of 129 citizens of Geneva, 


| New York, for the same. 


Also, a petition of 52 
New York, for the same. 
By Mr. JUDD: The petition of I. Schenei- 
der & Co., and others, asking certain articles 

to be admitted duty free. 

By Mr. LAFLIN: The petition of L. Ingalls 
and 107 others, of Watertown, Jefferson county, 
New York, in favor of the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of A. J. Malcolm and 40 
others, of Leyden, Lewis county, New York, 
of similar purport. 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of Mrs. 
Polly W. Cotton, widow of Wayne W. Cotton, 
late Captain seventh Tennessee infantry, pray- 
ing for arrears of pay. 

By Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri: A | 
petition of certain citizens of the State of Mis- 
souri, asking that soda-ash, caustic soda, sal- 
soda, bicarbonate of soda, bleaching powder, | 
and chloride of lime be admitted free of duty. | 

Also, a petition of cifizens of the United 
States, asking for an appropriation of $200,000 | 
to remove obstructions in the Mississippi river | 
opposite St. Genevieve, in the State of Mis- 
souri. 

By Mr. McCRARY: The petition of Robert 
Sutherland, of Lowa, asking pay for certain 
military services. 

Also, the memorial of William T. Slotts, of 
Iowa, praying for the amendment of an act 
to aid the improvement of the Des Moines and 
Rock Island rapids, in the Mississippi river. 

Also, the petition of W. H. Darrow and 
others, of Cairo, lowa, praying the passage of 
a law for the compulsory prepayment of all 
domestic postages except upon such matter as 
may be entitled to free delivery. 

Also, a petition of soldiers of the war of 
1812 residing in Iowa, praying the passage of 
a law to grant pensions to such soldiers. 

By Mr. MERCUR: A petition of 77 cit- 
izens of Burlington, Bradford county, Penn- 
sylvania, asking that the franking privilege be 
abolished. 

By Mr. ORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Warren county, Indiana, praying for the aboli- | 
tion of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Boone county, 
Indiana, asking for the prepayment of postage 
on newspapers. 

Also, the petition of F. M. Davis, of Indi- 
ana, asking for a pension. 

By Mr. PACKARD: A petition of citizens 
of Coffee Creek, Indiana, asking for the com- 
pulsory prepayment ‘of all domestic postage on 


citizens of Phelps, 


| printed matter. 


3y Mr. PAINE: The memorial of G. K. 


Gilmer, relating to the admission of Virginia to || 


representation in Congress. 

Also, the petition of W. M. Jaques and 29 
others, citizens of Waukesha, Wisconsin, for 
a repeal of the duty on foreign hides. 

Also, the petition of General E. A. Paine, of 


Illinois, for back pay of Captain Phelps Paine. || 


Also, the petition of Lieutenant J. P. Story, 
for joint resolution authorizing promotion by 
the President. 

Also, the petition of Guide Pfister and 16 
others, citizens of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for 
repeal of the duty on foreign hides. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Levil, of Mil- 
waukee, for bounty. 

Also, resolutions of the Free Trade League | 


matter as may be entitled to free delivery by || of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in favor of a repeal | 


special enactment. 





' of the duty on coal. 
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_Also, the memorial of Thomas M. Brown, of 
Virginia, relating to the admission of Virginia 
to representation in Congress. 

Also, resolutions adopted by the common 
council of the city of Milwaukee, in favor of 
the Michigan ship-canal and the Fox and Wis 
consin improvement. 

Also, resolutions of the common council of 
Milwaukee, in favor of aid by the General Gov- 
ernment to the Northern Pacific railroad. 

Also, the memorial of W. I’. Powell, relating 
to the admission of Virginia to representation 
in Congress. 

Also, the petition of Major LE. I’. Townsend, 
for a modification of the law relating to pay 
of officers absent on leave. 

Also, the petition of Captain Florian Ries, 
seventeenth Wisconsin infantry, for a modifi- 
cation of the law relating to three months’ 
extra pay of oflicers. 

Also, the petition of Lieutenant A. C, Tay- 
-lor, United States Army, for modification of 
law providing for pay of officers. 

Also, the petition of Patrick Murphy and 15 
others, inmates of the National Asylum at 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for the enactment of a 
law furnishing wooden legs to soldiers once in 
five years. 

Also, the petition of W. R. Herron and 92 
others, citizens of Sharon, Wisconsin, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of J. B. Yunker and 21 

| others, citizens of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for 
repeal of duty on foreign hides. 

By Mr. PALMER: A petition from inhabit- 
ants of Corning, Adams county, lowa, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from inhabitants of Glen- 


| wood, Mills county, lowa, for a reduction of 


the duties on raw hides. 
By Mr. ROGERS: The petition of W. W. 
| Leake, of Wachita county, Arkansas, asking 
for the removal of his political disabilities. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: A petition of county 

| officers and citizens of Warren county, Ohio, 
praying for the passage of aspecial act granting 
a pension to the minor heirs of Jerry Stroud, 
private company G, twenty-fifth United States 
colored infantry. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Jane Daws, of 
Cincinnati, mother of privateWilliam IX. Daw 
company KE, twenty-seventh Ohio volunte 
infantry, deceased, praying for a pension. 

Also, the memorial and petition of Eliphal 
Brown, jr., an artist in the Japan naval expe- 
dition, praying for relief. 

Also, the petition of John Hamilton, lat 
sergeant company I’, cighth Missouri volunteer 
infantry, praying for pension. 

By Mr. SLOCUM: A petition of officers 
and members of Kings County Medical So 
ciety, relative to medical officers of the Navy. 

Also, a petition for the relief of Harriet M. 
White. 

Also, a petition for the relief of Jared Keen 
and others. 


|| Also, a petition for the relief of Charles 


Kerns and others. ; Be 
| Also, a petition of 410 soldiers for increase 
| of pension. 


| Also, apetition/of letter-carriers of Brooklyn 


for increase of pay. 

| ByMr.STEVENSON: A petition from the 

| Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce, praying that. 
Cincinnati be made a port of entry, with every 
proper facility for direct importation of foreign 
products. 

By Mr. STOUGHTON: The — of L. 
| H. Dykeman, Samuel Rogers, and many othe: 
residents of South Haven, Michigan, asking 
| for an appropriation of $72,000 for the im 
provement of the harbor at the mouth of South 
Black river, inthe county of Van Buren, in the 
State of Michigan. 


*,* ‘ . . , Vy. 1 
|| Also, the petition of A. Scofield, ls. P. Wal 
¥ lace, and others, citizens of Branch county, 


Michigan, praying for the repeal of the duty 
on foreign hides. Pash ed 
Also, the petition of W. W. Stene, Charles 
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Betts, and others, citizens of Burrbak, Mich- 
igan, asking for the repeal of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of H. A. 
Perkins and others, for abolition of franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. TANNER: A petition from sundry 
citizens of Sandy Hill, New York, for the abo- 
lition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of sundry citizens of Wash- 
ington county, New York, for a pension to the 
surviving soldiers of 1812. 

Also, a petition of sundry citizens of Troy, 
New York, for an increase of the salary of let- 
ter-carriers. 

By Mr. TWICHELL: The memorial of John 
Weylerant, Owen Burroughs, Ira E. Neville, 
Lewis A. Searles, and Richard Welden, of 
the United States ram Lancaster, for bounty 
money. 


By Mr. TYNER: A petition of citizens of 


lairmount, Indiana, asking the passage of a> 


law requiring prepayment of all domestic post- 
ages, except on such mail matter as may be 
entitled to free delivery by special enactment. 

By Mr. UPSON: A petition of the Board 
of Trade of Cleveland, Ohio, for a free banking 
law. 

Also, a petition of the Board of Trade of 
Cleveland, Ohio, that Cleveland be made a 
port of entry. 

By Mr. VAN HORN: A petition for allow- 
anee of bounty and pension to Margaret C. 
Mills. 

By Mr. WELKER: The petition of A. 5. 
McClure, G. B. Sommers, and 57 others, citi- 


THE CO 


zens of Wooster, Ohio, asking the abolition of | 
the franking privilege. 


By Mr. WELLS: The memorial of Oliver || 
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January 11, 


~ 


amend an act incorporating the National Junc- || diers, praying the enactment of a law granting 
tion Railway Company, and against the pas- = 


sage of any act giving authority to construct 
a tunnel for railway purposes under the line 
of M street north, or any of the property lying 
or fronting thereon ; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 


Mr. ANTHONY presented a memorial of 


citizens of Rhode Island, builders of steam- 
engines and machinery, remonstrating against 
the granting of the petition of George H. Cor- 
liss for the extension of his letters-patent of 


March 10, 1849, for improvements in the steam- | 


engine ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Patents. 

He also presented aremonstance of the Prov- 
idence Tool Company, against the granting of 
the petition of George H. Corliss for the exten- 
sion of his letters-patent of March 10, 1849, 
for improvements in the steam-engine ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Patents. 


Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of | 


John Haley, late corporal company G, fifteenth 


regiment Michigan infantry volunteers, pray- | 


ing to be allowed a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. EDMUNDS presented the petition of 
Adrian 8S. Lee, of Jericho, Vermont, praying 
to be allowed a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM presented a petition of 
citizens of Meriden, Connecticut, praying the 
abolition of the franking privilege ; which was 

| referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 


He also presented the petition of citizens of | 


North Woodstock, Connecticut, praying the 


| abolition of the franking privilege ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and | 





Garrison, Jules Valle, Charles P. Chonteau, 
©. S. Greely, 8S. M. Edgell, Lewis V. Bogy, 
Wymon Crow, W. I. Lewis, and others, re- 


questing Congress to make no reduction in the 


tariff on pig-iron. 


By Mr. WILLIAMS: A petition of citizens | 
of Columbia city, asking the passage of a law | 
requiring prepayment of all domestic postage, | 


except such mail matter as may be entitled to 
free delivery by special enactment. 





IN SENATE. 
Turspay, January 11, 1870. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Newman, 
D. D. 

‘The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal 
of yesterday, but before concluding, 

Mr. MORTON. I suggest that the further 
reading of the Journal be dispensed with, if 
there be no objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
tion? 

Mr. SUMNER. I object. 

The VICK PRESIDIENT. The Secretary 
will continue the reading of the Journal. 


The reading of yesterday's Journal was con- || 


tinued and concluded. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. CONKLING presented a petition of 
citizens of the city of Albany, New York, pray- 
ing for the erection of a public building to be 
used as a post office and otherwise; which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

He also presented a memorial of builders of 
steam-engines and machinery of New York, 
remonstrating against the extension of the 
patent of George H. Corliss for impravements 
in the steam-engine ; which was referred to the 
Committee on linance. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of 
Eugene Streck, late first lieutenant and adju- 


tant in the twenty-third regiment of Kentucky | 
infantry volunteers, praying for arrears of Prt. 
ili- 


which was referred to the Committee on 
tary Affairs. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Washington city, District of Columbia, re- 
monstrating against the passage of the bill to 


Is there objec- | 


| Post Roads. 


Mr. TRUMBULL presented tbe petition of | 


Joseph Gill and others, of Hancock county, 
Illinois, praying the abolition of the franking 
privilege ; which was referred to the Committee 
| on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of H. C. 
Ellis and ninety-nine others, citizens of Ken- 
| tucky, praying the abolition of the franking 
| privilege; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
| Mr. SUMNER. I present the petition of 
William H. Vesey, late United States consul 


he asks for relief on account of a loss of $1,518 
depesited by him on account of the fees of his 


| Greene and Company, of Paris, and lost by 

their default. 
|| mittee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WLLLEY presented the petition of I. 
H. Johnston, praying for compensation for ser- 
vices rendered in carrying the mail of the 
United States on routes 4339 and 4340, in the 
|| county ef Wythe, Virginia ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 
| Mr. PRATT presented a petition of citi- 
|, zens of the county of Elkhart, Indiana, praying 
|| the enactment of a law for the compulsory 
| prepayment of all domestic postages except 
‘on such matter as may be entitled to free 
|| delivery by special enactment; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
|| Post Roads. 

Mr. CASSERLY. 


. 
I present a memorial of 
the Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco, 
| California, which asks, in furtherance of com- 
| mercial intercourse between this country and 
'| China, that the mission to China be made in 
| all respects a first-class mission. I move its ref- 
'| erence to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FERRY presented a petition of citizens 


|, of Connecticut, praying the abolition of the 
} franking privilege ; which was referred to the 
| 


Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
Mr. ROSS presented the petition of John 


| Parke and others, honorably discharged sol- 


at Havre, with accompanying papers, in which | 


consular office in the banking house of Messrs. | 


I moveits reference to the Com- 





| 
| 
| 
| 


‘ 
| 
} 


them the same bounty as was paid to thos. 


| who served less than (wo years and were 


| 


| discharged by reason of wounds; which Was 


' referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


| 


He also presented a petition of W. M. Star. 
fard, of Montana Territory, praying compen. 
sation for his services as acting United States 
attorney for the district of Montana; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of John &. 
Tappan, praying to be reimbursed for two hun- 
dred and sixty cords of wood burned by the 
Arapahoe Indians in l’ebruary, 1867; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented a petition of John E. Tap. 
pan, praying payment for wood taken for the 
use of the garrison of I’ort Dodge, Kansas, jn 
the year 1867 ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. POMEROY. I find on my desk a 
petition from Clara G. Scott, a citizen ot the 
State of Kansas, representing that she served 
in the hospitals during the war, taking care of 
sick and wounded soldiers. for which she has 
received no compensation, and having aban- 
doned her profession as teacher during that 
time she asks that suitable compensation may 
be granted to her. I move the reference of 
this petition to the Committee on Claims. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion of Mr. WILSON, it was 

Ordered, That Phelps Paine have lIcave to with- 
draw his petition and papers from the files of the 
Senate. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee on [- 
nance, to whom were referred the bill (S. No. 
15) for the more equal distribution of national 
banking capital; the bill (S. No. 103) to es- 
tablish additional national banks secured by 
United States bonds and to secure redemption 
of their circulation in coin; and the bill (Ss. 
No. 358) for the more equal distribution of 
national banking capital, report them back 
and ask that they lie on the table. The ideas, 
so far as they are approved by the committee, 
contained in these bills have been embodied 
in a separate bill, which I propose to report 
immediately. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The bills just 
reported will be ordered to lie on the table if 
there be no objection. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Thesame committee have 
directed me to report a biil (S. No. 378) to 
provide a national currency of coin notes and 
to equalize the distribution of circulating notes ; 
and I give notice that early next week, perhaps 
on Monday, I shall desire to call the bill up 
with a view to its passage. 

The bill was read the first time, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. SUMNER. I desire to give notice that 
I shall to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill 
to authorize the refunding and consolidation 
of the national debt, to extend banking facil- 
ities, and to establish specie payments; and 
that I, on introducing it, shall make a state- 
ment showing its object and character. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 373) supplementary to ‘‘ An act to provide 
for the summary trial of minor offenses agaiv st 
the laws of the United States,’’ approved June 
11, 1864; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 374) 
to extend the time for the Little Rock and 
Fort Smith Railroad Company to build the first 
section of twenty miles of said road; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Pacific Railroad, and ordered to 
be printed? 
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Mr. PRATT asked, and by unanimous con- 

nt obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
75) giving to the State courts concurrent juris- 
Jiction with the district courts of the United 
States in cases of maritime contracts and torts 
,yon the navigable rivers and waters above 
che ebb and flow of the tide ; which was read 
twice by its title. 
Mr. PRATT. I ask that that bill be laid 

») the table and printed; and on to-morrow 
or some future day, when it shall suit the 
convenience of the Senate, before referring it 
+) the Committee on the Judiciary, I shall ask 
leave to submit some remarks in support of 
the bill. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
laid on the table for the present, and ganas. 

Mr. HOWE. I gave notice yesterday that 
to-day I should introduce a bill to preserve 
‘he neutral relations of the United States. 
\ly purpose was to address the Senate upon 
the subject of this bill, which is a very brief 

, at the time of introducing it; but I un- 
derstand that at one o'clock the pending order 
will be insisted upon, and it is quite inconven- 
eut to commence remarks without concluding 
them, and I am confident I should not be able 
to conclude before one o'clock. I will, there- 
fore, ask to have the bill lie on the table, in 
the hope that at some time during my natural 
life I can get permission to offer some remarks 
upon it. 

Leave was granted to introduce the bill (S. 
No. 376) more effectually to preserve the neu- 
tral relations of the United States; which was 
read twice by its title, ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. ; 

Mr. CASSERLY. I gave notice yesterday 
of my intention to introduce at an early day a 
bill to carry out certain resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of California which were then presented, 
and I now ask leave to introduce that bill. 

Leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
377) to open to actual settlers under the home 
stead and preémption laws certain public lands 
in the State of California; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

FOREIGN-BUILT VESSELS 

Mr. FENTON submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
und he is hereby, requested to report to the Senate 
the number of foreign-built vessels under enroll- 
inent or register now employed in the commerce of 
the United States, with the names of such vessels, 
whether steam or sailing vessels, the tonnage of 
each, where built, and the date of the law of Con- 
gress which in each case authorized the registration 
or enrollment of such foreign-built vessels. 


ARKANSAS HOT SPRINGS. 


Mr. RICE. I move to take up for consider- 
ation Senate bill No. 95. 

lhe motion was agreed to; andthe Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the bill (S. No. 95) for the sale of the 
Hot Springs reservation in Arkansas. 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Committee 
on Public Lands have reported an amendment 
to strike out the preamble of this bill and all 
of the bill after the enacting clause, and to 
insert a substitute. If there be no objection 
the Secretary will read only the substitute, 
unless some Senator desires that the original 
bill shall be reported. 

lhe words proposed to be inserted were read, 
as follows: 

That in order to settle the title to and recover the 
possession of **the Hot Springs reservation,” in Hot 
Springs county, in the State of Arkansas, consisting 
ofthe south half of sections twenty-eight and twenty- 
nine and all of sections thirty-one and thirty-two 
of township two south, in range nineteen west, and 
the north half of sections four and five of township 
three south, in the range aforesaid—being in all four 
sections—it shall be the duty of the Attorney Gen- 
cral of the United States to institute, or cause to be 
instituted without unnecessary delay, in the cireuit 
court of the United States in «nd for the eastern dis- 
trict of said State, such action or actions at law, or 
Suit or suits in equity, in the name of the United 
States, as to him shall seem necessary or proper 
against all or any person or persons in possession of 


or claiming title to the said reservation or every 
part thereof, and to prosecute such action or actiens, 
suit or suits, to final judgment or decree in said 
court; and in his discretion to carry the same orany 
of them by appeal to the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States. And in any such action or actions at law 
it shall be lawful for any defendant to set up and 
maintain any defense he may have, whether thesame 
be legal or equitable; such equitable defense to be 
made by special plea, to which plea the United States 
may demur or reply generally or specially. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the Attorney General to employ such 
counsel to bring and prosecute said actions or suits 


' as he may deem necessary, and to pay for their ser- 


vices out of his contingent fund. 

Mr. RICE. Before the substitute is agreed 
to [ wish to have a correction made in the de- 
scription of the land. The land is described 
there as sections thirty-one and thirty-two; it 
should be thirty-two and thirty-three. I have 
a report from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office on that subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Arkansas moves to amend the amendment in 
the description by inserting ‘‘ thirty-two and 
thirty-three’’ instead of ‘‘ thirty-one and thirty- 
two.’’ ‘That correction will be made if there 
be no objection. The correction ismade. The 
question is on agreeing to the amendment re- 
ported by the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as 
amended, and the amendment was concurred 
in. The bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading; and was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: ‘A bill 
in relation to the Hot Springs reservation in 


| Arkansas.”’ 


NEW ORLEANS COLLECTION DISTRICT. 
Mr. KELLOGG. I move to take up Senate 
joint resolution No. 74, to extend the port of 
entry of the collection district of New Orleans. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 


| consider the joint resolution. 


Mr. KELLOGG. The Committee on Com- 
merce reported the joint resolution with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute, and 
[ presume it will only be necessary to read that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Unless some 
Senator desires the original resolution to be 
read the Secretary will read only the substitute 
reported by the committee. 


The Secretary read the amendment, which | 


was to strike out all after the enacting clause 
of the original resolution and to insert the 
following: 

That the limits of the port of New Orleans as a 
port of entry be enlarged and extended s0 as to in- 
clude all that portion of the parish of Jefferson, left 
bank, in the State of Louisiana, lying between the 
Mississippi river and Lake Pontchartrain and be- 
tween the upper line of the parish of Orleans, left 
bank, and aline running parallel thereto, commenc- 
ing at the Mississippi river at the upper line of the 
city of Carrollton, and extending to Lake Pontchar- 
train. 

Sec. 2. Andbe it further resolved, That this act shall 
take effect from and after the date of its passage. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate as amended, and the amendment was con- 
curred in. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, was read the third 
time, and passed. 


DISMISSAL OF ARMY OFFICERS. 


Mr. WILSON. I move to take up Senate 
joint resolution No. 84. 

The motion was agreed to; and the joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 84) authorizing the Pres- 
ident to strike from the rolls of the Army the 
names of certain officers was read the second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It authorizes the President to drop 
from the rolls of the Army Lieutenant W. 
Barnhart, first lieutenant fourth cavalry; W. 
J. Patterson, first lieutenant fifth artillery, and 
William S. Mackey, second lieutenant late 
twenty-ninth infantry. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 move to amend the joint 
resolution in the sixth line by striking out the 
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words ‘‘ and William S. Mackey, second lieu 
tenant late twenty-ninth infantry.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was reported to the 
Senate as amended, and the amendment was 
concurred in. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, was read the third 
time, and passed. 


COLLECTION DISTRICT OF TECHIE. 
Mr. KELLOGG. I move to take up for 


consideration Senate bill No. 83, the first on 
the Calendar. It will take but a moment. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. 
No. 83) to define the limits of the collection 
district of Teche, in the State of Louisiana, and 
for other purposes, was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
By the provisions of the bill all the waters of 
the river Teche, and all the shores, bays, and 
rivers east of the river Atchafalaya and west 
of the Mississippi river, from Plaquemine, in 
the parish of Iberville, to Donaldsonville, in 
the parish of Assencion,to the bayou Lafourche, 
thence down the bayou on its eastern side to 
the sea, thence by the sea to the western limits 
of the State of Louisiana, to wit, the east bank 
of the Sabine river, are constituted and erected 
into and made the collection district of Teche, 
in the State of Louisiana. The collector of the 
district is to baentitled to and receive a salary 
of $1,000 yearly, exclusive of fees of office, 
which salary is to cover all expenses to the 
United States for house rent and storage. 

Mr. KELLOGG. There was an amend- 
ment reported by the Committee on Commerce 
in the third line of the second section which is 
omitted in the bill as printed. It is to insert 
the word ‘‘annually’’ in place of the word 
‘* vearly.’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is a verbal 
correction and will be regarded as agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

LAND DISTRICT IN WYOMING 


Mr. POMEROY. Lask the Senate to pro 
ceed to the consideration of the bill (H. lk. No. 
134) to establish a land district in Wyoming 
Territory, and for other purposes. ‘The bill 


| has passed the House and come tothe Senate, 


and the Committee on Public Lands propose 
one or two amendments to it. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the bill. It provides in the first sec 
tion that the public lands of the United States 
in the ‘Territory of Wyoming shall constitute a 
land district, to be called the district of Wyom 
ing, the office for which shall be established 
at such place within the district as the Presi- 
dent of the United States may from time to 
time direct; and the preémption laws are 
extended,to that Territory. 

By the second section the President of the 
United States is authorized to appoint, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, a 
surveyor general for Wyoming, who shall locate 
his office at such place as the Secretary of the 
Interior shall from time to time direct, and 
whose duties, powers, obligations, responsibil- 
ities, compensation, and allowances for clerk 
hire, office rent, fuel, and incidental expenses 
shall be the same as those of the surveyor gen 
eral of Colorado, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Interior and such instruction 
as he may from time to time deem advisable to 
give him. The President is also to appoint, ly 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
a register and receiver for the district, who shall 
respectively be required to reside at the site ot 
the land office, and who shall have the same 
powers, perform the same duties, wid receive 
the same compensation as are now and may 
hereafter be prescribed by law for other land 
offices of the United States. 
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The Committee on Public Lands reported 
the bill with amendments. 

lhe first amendment was in section one, line 
eight, to insert after the words “ preémption 
laws’’ the words ‘‘and all other laws not 
locally inapplicable.’’ 

Mr. POMEROY. The bill as it passed 
the House did not extend the homestead law 
to Wyoming, and the committee thought the 


homestead law and all other laws relating to | 


public lands should be extended to Wyoming. 
That is the object of the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in section two, 
line four, to insert after the word ‘* Wyoming ’’ 
the words ‘‘ withasalary of $3,000 perannum.”’ 

Mr. POMEROY. ‘The bill provided that 
the salary of the surveyor general should be 
the same asin New Mexico. In New Mexico 
it was provided that it should be the same as 
it was in some other place; and none of the 
laws that we could find specially said what the 
salary should be. We thought it best to put 
it into the bill that the salary should be $3,000, 
the amount we have been in the habit of pay- 
ing, it not being specially provided for in the 
other act. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in section two, line 
eight, to strike out the word ‘‘ compensation.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 

It was ordered that the amendments be en- 
grossed and the billread athirdtime. The bill 
was read the third time, and passed. 

INTERNAL REVENUE, 

Mr. CORBETT. Imove to take up Senate 
bill No. 296. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. 
No. 296) to amend existing laws relating to 
internal revenue was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It provides that on and 
after lebruary 1, 1870, in addition to the articles 
now exempt by law, canned and preserved fish 
shall be exempt from internal tax. 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 
umendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a report from the Secretary of War, in 
compliance with the requirements of the act 
of Congress approved April 10, 1869, contain- 
ing a statement of expenditures made under 
the provisions of that act for the improvement 
of rivers and harbors of the United States be- 
tween July 1, 1868, and November 30, 1869; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

STATK OF VIRGINIA. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The mornin 
hour business seems to have been ilpaaiet 
although the morning hour has not actually 
expired. If there be no objection*the Chair 
will regard the unfinished business of yester- 
day as before the Senate. The joint resolu- 
tion (S. R. No. 85) declaring Virginia entitled 
to representation in the Congress of the United 
States is before the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole, and the pending question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
Wison, | to postpone the further consideration 
of the joint resolution till Thursday next, at 
one o'clock. 

Mr. CONKLING. Is that motion still 
pending? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is pending. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to inquire if the |) the 


Chamber. It may be advisable to depart from 
those old amenities which so long prevailed 


'! 
|| ant interests involved, and no reasonable ex: 
| cuse for delay, it seems to me that a postpone. 


here; but I do not think it is. I think this bill | 


when it comes up should come up on its merits, 
with no question of time, no question of when 


it should be considered, but on its merits. Let | 


us, then, proceed with it. 
Now, I have a letter that I have received 
this morning from Virginia, stating that in the 
middle of this week there will bea large num- 
ber of gentlemen interested in this measure 
here in order to communicate with Senators ; 
and yet my friend proposes to press it forward, 
taking from them the opportunity of being 
heard. Is that advisable? I, as a Senator, 
wish to have the information which I am told 
| vada wishes to hurry it on so that I shall act 
| without that. Ie wishes to try this great case 
without the evidence. Now, when the evi- 
dence is introduced it may be all on his side 
perseess I know not how it will result; but 
et us hear the case. 

Mr. STEWART. Mr.’ President, I do not 
wish to violate any of the usages of this body, 





| 


/is reasonable. I have no such disposition ; 
but if there is a rule that prevails whereby 
the requests of Senators are necessarily to be 
granted for the delay of important measures 
of this kind nothing will ever be done. No 
important measure has ever been considered 
by this body since I have been here that there 
were not Senators who desired to have it post- 
poned and toask for furthertime. Now, what 
are we doing in the case of Virginia? Virginia 
has been organized in the face of all the world. 
All the acts done there during the last year 
| have been public and notorious, under the 
immediate eye of the Administration, whose 
| advice has been taken from day to day. ‘The 
bill was introduced when Congress first assem- 
bled ; it was considered by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee and reported before the vacation. All 
| this deliberation has been already had, and no 
| person has yet been able to suggest a reason- 
able excuse for further excluding that State. 

Now, is the Senate to wait until it can resur- 
rect a party of defeated candidates? Is the 
Senate prepared to hesitate and signify by con- 
stant delays that it is willing to falsify its rec- 
| ord; that it is willing to say to the world it did 
| not mean what it said when it passed the recon- 








struction measures ; that it did not mean to let | 


| the States in if they complied with them ; and 
_that it wants an excuse for excluding them, 
| and is willing to wait with no record before it 
| presenting any reasonable excuse for delay? 
| If there be people in Virginia who have been 
| so outraged, if their rights have been so tram- 
| pled upon, if they desire an appeal from Gen- 
| eral Canby and the Administration to Congress, 

why were they not here at the beginning of the 

session? Because they supposed, as a matter 
| of course, that the Congress of the United 
States would regard to some extent its obliga- 
| tions to comply with the implied contract. Did 
I say implied? It was not implied, but it was 
| well understood when we were prescribing 
| what should be done by the people of Virginia 


| That was understood, and it was supposed by 
|| everybody that Congress was bound by its ac- 
' tion. Consequently, you had not the defeated 
| party here, but now you hesitate and invite them 

tocome. Will you benefit Virginia thereby? 
| Can you put the defeated party in power? If 
/you can how long can you keep them there? 
| Can they execute this constitution? Can the 
| minority in Virginia secure equal rights, or 
| must you have the majority? Here you have 





Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumner] |) shall be secured. 


wishes time for debate ? 

Mr. SUMNER. I do most sincerely ask it; 
and I say that in my experience in the Senate 
{ have never before known such a request 
even debated. My friend from Nevada is in- 
augurating a new policy, it seems to me, in this 


| This, sir, is a grave matter. The Senate, of 
course, is the best judge of the propriety of its 


they can communicate. My friend from Ne- | 


or to disregard a request of any Senator which | 


| that if they did it they should be admitted. || 





edge of the majority that equal rights | 


1] 


_ motions only for delay, to force a vote at once. 
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ment would be a violation of principle ang 
would be placing the Senate in a false posi- 
tion. I[ shall call for a vote of the Senate o 
sO grave a proposition. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It seems to me that too 
much importance is attached to the effect of 
this motion to postpone. From what I havo 


On 


heard of this matter [ am disposed to agree 
with the Senator from Nevada, that there ig no 


reason why Virginia should not promptly be 
admitted. So far as the debate has gone I hayo 
heard of none. ‘The reason which has been 
given, that the members of the Legislature dij 


_not take the iron-clad oath, is not a sufficient 


one, because that oath is not required by a fair 
construction of the act of March 2, 1867, or any 
supplemental act, in my judgment. It hag yo} 
been required of the seven States that haye 
been admitted already. ‘Therefore that forms 
no obstacle, in my judgment, to the prompt 
admission of the State of Virginia. 

But here is the case as it is now presented: 
a Senator tells us in good faith, which is to he 
presumed as a matter of course—and there js 
no doubt he is acting in perfect good faith— 
that he desires time, not for the purpose of 


| delaying this matter or merely to put in a plea 


of delay, but for the purpose of presenting 
facts which may weigh upon the judgment of 
his fellow-Senators. He says he desires two 
or three days for that. Now, certainly, there 


ean be no public necessity so urgent for the 
_ admission of Virginia, that has been kept out 


and remained out with her own consent for 
some eight or nine years, that we should deny 
to a fellow-Senator the opportunity of present- 


ing thigevidence. My impression is that when 


| the evidence is presented, so far as I have yet 
heard, there will be nothing to change our 
| minds, and Virginia will be promptly admitted. 


In the mean time let it at least be seen that 
every opportunity has been given for the pre- 
sentation of every fact that may bear upon the 
question directly or indirectly. I therefore am 
disposed to vote for the postponement until 
Thursday, and then J shall in all human prob- 
ability vote for the admission of Virginia. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion to postpone, upon which the Sen- 


| ator from Nevada demands the yeas and nays. 


‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the vote is taken 


| on the motion to postpone this measure until 


| 
| 


'| vised o 


| 


Thursday, as I was not in the Senate at the 
time it was called up for consideration, and do 
not know what reason is given this morning 
for the postponement, I should like to be ad- 
f the grounds upon which it is asked. 

I know of no public reason why this measure 
should be postponed fora single day; on the 
contrary, there are many public reasons requir- 
ing it to be acted upon at the earliest practi- 
cable moment. It is one of those questions 
which do not admit of delay when ready for 
action; but there may be considerations that 
I do not know of, of a personal character, which 
would induce me to vote for a postponement. 
I can conceive of none of a general character. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Illi: 
nois will allow me to say that I put the ques- 
tion to the Senator from Massachusetts, and he 
said he desired to present evidence and facts 
that were on the way, promised by a letter on 
his desk, that he desired to have before he sub- 
mitted his objection to the admission of Vir 
ginia. In other words, he desired a postpone 
ment to enable him to submit his objections to 
the present admission of Virginia. It seems 
to me that it is rather unusual in the Senate, 
in‘ the face of a statement of that kind with 
regard to an important public measure, unless 
there is a manifest intention to make these 


own action, and I desire to leave this ques- || It is unusual on a question so important 4s 
tion to a vote of the Senate upon the yeas and || this in the face of such a statement. Every 
nays. I am willing to concede anything by || Senator must weigh such a declaration as that 
and judge for himself. 


way of courtesy; but when I see such import- 
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ir. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I was 
oh present and did not know that such a state- 
nt had been made. Of course a Senator 
will take upon himself a very high responsibil- 
ty who shall ask to have a matter of public 
imp yrtance, of national importance of this kind 

stponed, which has been pending in the Sen- 
ate for many weeks, on a letter received from 
an inhabitant of the State interested. Unless 
je has the highest assurance that there are 
fac ts in that letter which would have an influ- 
ence upon the decision of the Senate of course 
be would notaskit. If we were told byaSen- 
ator, upon his responsibility, that he had such 
‘nformation as he supposed would influence the 
Senate in its action by having it laid before it, 
and he asked to have the subject go over until 
[hursday, I should agree with the Senator 


ut 


Lys 
ir 


came to vote upon the question of postpone- 
ment. 


Mr. SUMNER, 


the first place, he is slightly mistaken as to the 
length of time that this measure has been pend- 
ing before the Senate. According to my rec- 
ollection it was reported by the Senator on one 
of the last days, if not the last day, of the session 


immediately before the recess. I then objected | 


to its consideration on the ground that time was 
needed for an inquiry. What is the date of the 
report? Has the Senator the joint resolution 
before him? 

Mr. DRAKE. 
mittee yet. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Oh, yes; it has been 
considered and reported by the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER. It was reported by the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. STEWART. 
20th of December. 

Mr. SUMNER. Hereit is: ‘‘A joint reso- 
lution declaring Virginia entitled to represent- 


It has never gone to a com- 


It was reported on the 


ation in the Congress of the United States, 
Che Senator | 


reported December 20, 1869,”’ 
from Illinois moved its consideration, I think, 


on the same day or the next day, and I think |} 


it was On my suggestion that proceeding with 
its consideration was dropped. Now, it has 
been moved again on the very first day after 
our recess. ‘Therefore, in point of fact it has 
been pending one, two, or three legislative 


days. Is thata long time for the pendency of | 


a question so i ‘tant as my friend from Ne- 
juestion so important as my friend f N 


vada represents it on his side, so important as | 


I represent it onmy side? I think not. I re- 
mind the Senator that when Mr. Douglas intro- 
duced the Nebraska bill, standing very near 


where the Senator now sits, he allowed those | 
of us constituting a very small minority a week || 


or ten days before he brought up the discus- 


sion. I believe that such amenities are con- || 
I think they had | 
And now | turn | 
|| but when its consideration shall begin. The 

|| Senate was right in pressing the Georgia bill 


genial with this Chamber. 
better not be departed from. 
again—— 

Mr. STEWART. Let me call the attention 
of the Senator from Massachusetts to the fact 
that there have been now over two weeks of 
vacation and plenty of time to examine this 
measure. ‘The Senator from Illinois proposed 
to call it up on the day it was reported or the 
next day ; but the Senator from Massachusetts 
requested time, and it was granted. 
had the best time in the world for an examin- 
ation of this subject. 
his duty in those two weeks to examine it. 

Mr. SUMNER. 

the remark of the Senator in my reply to the 
Senator from Illincis when I said that the 
measure had been pending but two or three 
legislative days. Am I in error? If I am, 
vill the Senator from Nevada be good enough 
to correct me? 
_ Mr. STEWART. It may have been pend- 
ing only two or three legislative days; but 
there have been these two intervening weeks 
for examination. 


»m Ohio that that would present a case which | 
certainly deserved to be considered when we | 


In reply to the inquiry of 
1e Senator from Illinois I have to say that, in || 





He has | 
It seems to me it was | 
I have already anticipated | 


| the ancient courtesies of the Senate. 
| been observing the course of that Senator for 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. SUMNER. My language was ‘ legis- 
lative days.’’ I said nothing about the recess. 
The recess does not count. 

Mr. STEWART. If leisure to examine this 
subject was the object, it seems to me that 
absolute leisure from legislative duties would 
be very convenient for an examination of that 
kind. 

Mr. SUMNELR. Very well. The question 
was, how long the measure has been pending 
before the Senate. I said not more than two 
or three legislative days. 

And now I turn again to the Senator from 
Illinois. He asks on what ground the motion 
is made. The ground that I assigned was that 
{ wished to make an inquiry into the condition 
of things in Virginia; that 1 have been assured 


by those in whom I place confidence that evi- | 


dence on that condition will be forthcoming 
important in character. Willit be important? 
I am not able to say. It may be that when I 
examine it it will not have the effect on my mind 
which I anticipate. It may be that it will be 


entirely in harmony with the views of the Sen- | 
| ator from Nevada; but that is no reason why it 
All that Lask is that || 


should not be examined. 
the testimony shall be received, and that the 
Senate shall have an opportunity to consider 


it. Lam told that there are resolutions of | 
public bodies, that there are other communi- | 


-ations testifying to the condition of things in 


that State and going to show the impolicy of | 


any premature action on the part of Congress, 


we prematurely invest the people of Virgini: 


| with the independent powers of a State, hand- | 
| ing over to rebel influence the loyal people, || 


whether black or white. I regard that asa 


| great question, one that Iam unwilling to have 
| acted upon except after ample consideration. | 


ask no personal favor whatever. I am plead- 
Lask no} 1 favor whatever. lam plead 


ing for justice, but I plead also in harmony || 
| with the well-established usages of this Cham- 


ber ever since I have had the honor of a seat 
init. My friend from Nevada—lI say to him in 
all kindness—I think errs when he tries by his 
powerful example to set aside those beautiful 
amenities. Let us preserve them. Let us hand 
them down to our successors. I hope that the 
Senator will reconsider his course and will allow 
this matter to go over to a future day; I will 
say tillnext Monday, whenit shall be proceeded 
with from day to day untila final vote isreached, 
at least so far as I am concerned. 

Mr. THURMAN. If I understand the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts he says that pressing 
this bill to a passage now is contrary to the 
usage of the Senate. I should like to ask that 
Senator how much time he gave to the oppo- 
nents of the Georgia bill? 

Mr. SUMNER. 
is very easy—when was the Georgia bill taken 
up for consideration after its report? 
diately? Was there notampletime given? The 
question is not whether the bill shall be pressed 
day by day after its consideration has begun, 


as it did to a vote, but it would have been 


| wrong had it pressed the consideration of the 
| Georgia bill prematurely without giving Sen- 


ators an opportunity of inquiring into it. 
Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President—— 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 


me to say one word? 


Mr. DAVIS. I have but a word to say, and | 


I shall detain the Senate buta moment. The 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts pleads 
very strenuously for a liberal course and for 
I have 


the last eight years, and my observation is that 
to himself he is the most liberal and courteous 
Senator that I have ever known, and the least 
so to all others. 
very imposing position, to be sure, throwing 
himself so repeatedly and so earnestly upon 


| the lenity of the Senate; but I think he had 
'! better practice awhile the principles that he 


|} subject. 
going to show what may hereafter ensue should | 


| sonable one. 
I answer the Senator—it 


Imme- | 


Will the Senator allow | 


Now, the Senator occupies a | 
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now advocates so strenuously before he asks 
tat they shall be executed as to himself. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The only remark I wish 
to make—I do not desire to enter into the merits 
of the joint resolution on this motion—is in 
reply to what tell trom the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts. He argues to show the 
impropriety of gomg on with this joint resolu 
tion from publie considerations. In reference 
to that argument I have nothing to say now. 
But finally, if 1 understood him correctly, he 
says that personally he does not ask it—for 
his personal convenience he does not wish tho 
consideration of this subject postponed. 

Mr. DRAKE. Asa personal favor. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. As any personal favor 
to him. Well, that disposes of the view which 
the Senator from Ohio took—that it was a per- 
sonal matter to the Senzcor from Massachu- 
setts. Placed upon ihnat ground it would be 
very embarrassing to vote against the post- 
ponement. But the Senator himself disavows 


| placing it upon any such ground, and argues 


against traitors in Virginia, and [ presume 
would have the sympathies of all Union men 
in his opposition to traitors in Virginia, if there 
are any there at this time, which I hope there 


| are not. 


Then, I take it, we are at liberty, after the 
statement of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
to vote upon this question according to the 
proprieties of the occasion. This is no new 
The President brought it to our con- 
sideration the first day we met. It has been 
before Congress ever since. ‘The matter was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary at 
an early day, was reported back before the re 
cess, and if there is information to be had in 


|| regard to the state of things in Virginia, there 


has been ample time to obtain it. Committees 
from Virginia have visited Washington, have 
been to see different members of Congress and 
the different branches of Congress, have been 
before committees of Congress ; and now when 
the Senator from Massachusetts merely asks 


| that this matter be postponed because of the 


amenities due in the Senate I do not see that 


| the amenities of the Senate are violated at all 
| in this matter. 
sufficiently long to justify any one in insisting 


I think it has been pending 


that the Senate should act upon it and act 
definitely upon it. If there are personal con 
siderations that would be another thing. I lay 
them aside because the Senator asking the 


| continuance himself lays them aside. 


Mr. YATES. The vote which I shall give 
upon this question I shall not consider a test 
vote. I shall only regard the request of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, which is a rea 
I do not think reconstruction 
must be such a rapid process. I do not think 
we have to go by railroad speed, by express 
line, or by lightning telegraph upon this ques 
tion of reconstruction. When a Senator like 
the Senator from Massachusetts rises in the 
Senate and says that he has important facts to 


| communicate which may influence the action 


of the Senate upon the decision of this ques- 
tion, I think the amenities of the Senate which 
have ever characterized it should be extended 
to him. It is necessary for our own inform- 
ation ; it is important to us. 

While war existed I was for war with all 
the destructive enginery of war, with all the 
means and all the men that could be employed 
in the prosecution of the war. Now that the 
war is over Lam for the same lofty magnanim 
ity upon the part ef the American people 
which distinguished them in their energetic 
prosecution of the war. ‘The time has come 
when all asperities must be buried, when thi 
Republic must be one, when the Union mu 
be our polar star, when we must be one in 
sentiment, one in love, one in territory, one 
in union from the Atlantic to the Pacific and 
from the lakes to the Gulf. Therefore, sir, | 
shall be as prompt to admit southern State 
and men from the South to all the privileges 
ofthis Government as I was prompt to suppress 
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the rebellion and to require them to submit to 


ihe authority of the laws and to preserve the | 


Constitution and the life of the Republic. But, 
sir, it will not satisfy the American ce a pmee 
it must not satisfy us as long as there is any 
doubt, any hesitation as to the complete sub- 
mission of Virginia or any other Siate to the 
authority of the Constitution and the laws. 
As long as there can be one scintilla of evi- 
dence that this bloody strife may be renewed 
which has ingulfed this country in civil war we 
ought to hesitate. Therefore, I disagree with 
my colleague and other Senators on this floor 
when # Senator like the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts says that he has important facts to 
communicate,or has evidence to induce him to 
believe that there will be important facts pre- 
sented which may influence the decision of this 
body. Lut I repeat, sir, in voting for the 
postponement I do not wish to be understood 
as being opposed to the speedy admission of 
the State of Virginia into the Union. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 26; as follows: 

YLAS—Messrs. Boreman, Brownlow, Cameron, 
Chandler, Cole, Drake, Edmunds, Fowler, Harris, 
Jioward, Tlowe, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ver- 
mont, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, Sehurz, 
Sherman, Spencer, Sumner, Thayer, Tipton, Wilson, 
und Yates—25. i 

YS—Mesers. Carpenter, Casserly, Conkling, 

Corbett, Davis, Fenton, Ferry, Hamilton, Harlan, 
Kellogg, MeCreery, McDonald, Norton, Robertson, 
Koss, Saulsbury, Sawyor, Seott, Stewart, Stockton 
Thurman, lrambull, Vickers, Warner, Willey, and 


W illiams—26. 
Meesrs. 


ABSENT Abbott, Anthony, Bayard, 


Buckingham, Cattell, Cragin, Gilbert, Hamlin, Mor- | 


Pool, Ramsey, Rice, and Sprague—l4. 
So the motion was not agreed to. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
now is on the amendment proposed by the Sen- 


ton, Nye, 


ator from Missouri, { Mr. Drake, ] which will be | 


read, 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment, which 
was to insert at the end of the joint resolution 
the following proviso: 


Provided, Thatshould the Legislature of said State 
at any time hereafter pass any act or resolution re- 


scinding or annulling its ratification of the fifteenth | 


article of amendment to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, the passage of such act or resolution shall 
operate to exclude the said State from representation 
in Congress and to remand said State to its condi- 


| from time to time to patch up our reconstruc: | 
tion acts, and provide for the things that were | 
omitted by the Senator from Illinois in the | 


| those laws that had a grip in it. 
| tion acts were to be passed that would seem to 
| dothethingand yet come alittle short of doing 
| it, they were sueh acts as the Senator from | 
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provide a penal code to be enforced against 
States in order to maintain the Constitution ? 
I think the Constitution is stronger than any 
penal code, and that we give no additional 
strength to any provision in that instrument by 
undertaking to provide by an act of Congress 
that certain consequences shall follow to a 
State, in case it repeals or rescinds its resolu- 
tion of ratification. 

I am unwilling to throw any doubt upon the 
validity of the ratification of a constitutional 
amendment by a State by making any such 
provision. I think that this proposition does 
dothat. Itdoes notstrengthen itatall; at best 
itis worthless. It cannot do any good, and it 
seeins to me it is calculated to weaken the Con- 
stitution, and to weaken the confidence of the 


people of the country in the validity of a con- | 


stitutional amendment which shall be adopted 


when they see that the Congress of the United || 


States itself is afraid that it will amount to 
nothing unless it by some act of Congress pro- 
vides for making it effective. 

Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, 1am not sur- 
prised at the opposition manifested by the 


chairman of the Judiciary Committee to this | 


amendment. I think it has been very apparent 


from the beginning of the work of reconstruc: || 


tion until this time that the Senator from IIli- 
nois has had a great aversion to anything in 
If reconstruc- 


Illinois was willing to pass; and we have had 


drafting of those that were passed. And now, 
sir, when a proposition is made to put into this 
bill a provision which is to have a distinct and 
substantive effect in producing a given result 
the Senator from Illinois is opposed to it, as he 
always has been opposed since I have been in 
the Senate to everything in connection with re- 


| construction that really did go'right to the heart 


| of the thing, leaving nothing at all to be done 


tion immediately prior to the passage of this resolu- | 


tion. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, 


Ido not knowthat there | 


is any probability that such an amendment as | 


that can obtain; but it would be so manifestly 
improper that it should that I think it is only 
necessary to call the attention of the Senate 
for one moment to it. If this Congress has a 
right to pass such a proposition as that, another 
Congress would have a right to repeal it; and 
what would it amount to? 
Senate were to adopt this proposition, does 


the Senator from Missouri by offering such an | 


amendment as that recognize the authority of 


Suppose that the | 


thereafter. 

Now, sir, what are the objections that the 
Senator from Illinois urges to this proposi- 
tion? Why, in the first place, he urges that 
another Congress might repeal this provision. 
Does not the same objection lie to every single 


| sentence of our reconstruction acts? <A subse- 
|| quent Congress, or the same Congress ata subse- 
| quent session, might have repealed every one 


the State of Virginia afterward to take back its | 


ratification of a constitutional amendment? 
Why, it is an admission, a confession on the 
part of the Senator who offers it, that the State 
of Virginia, after it has ratified a constitational 
amendment, may rescind and repealit. Why, 


|| 


| 


sir, the act of Virginia rescinding and repeal- | 


ing ita ratification of a constitutional amend- 


ment would be so much worthless paper; and || 


does the Senator from Missouri propose to 
punish the people of Virginia or the State of 
Virginia for doing a void act? Why put in 


such a clause as that except that the Senator | 


{rom Missouri distrusts the action of the Legis- 
lature of Virginia in ratifying the constitutional 
amendment? You might as well put such a 
clause as this in a law with reference to an 

other State as with reference to the State 7 


Virginia after it shall have become one of the | 


reeognized States. 


And can it be that the validity of any clause | 


in the Constitution of the United States is 
made to depend upon the action of States, 


| of them. 


|| ing at all. 


What kind of objection would that 
have been to those acts to have been urged on 


| the floor of the Senate here, that a subsequent | 


Congress might have repealed any one of them? 
Sir, the Senator from Illinois knows very well 
that that isan objection which amounts to noth- 


to every act of every description that we pass 


' on any subject. 


The second objection of the Senator from 
Illinois is that by this amendment we recognize 
the right of Virginia to retract her ratification 
of the constitutional amendment. There I take 
issue with the Senator. In my opinion we do 
nosuchthing. Wesimply intern Vieglabs that 
if she attempts to follow the example of her 
sister Democratic State, New York, we shall 
put her back to where she was before. In other 
words, that the Congress of the United States 
will not be trifled with in this way by that State. 
Sir, I am of the opinion clearly and definitely, 


_ without a moment's misgiving, that if you ad- 


mit Virginia unconditionally, it will not be ten 
days after her Senators and Representatives 
have taken their seats in the two Houses that 
the Legislature of that State will rescind its 
ratification of the fifteenth amendment. I 


| would wish that in some way or other the light 
| might break into the mind of the Senator from 


Illinois on this subject. I would wish that in 


after that clause has become part of the Con- || some way or other he might see that the Dem- 


stitution by the ratification of the requisite 
number of States? Is it true that we must 


| 


ocratic party in this country has entered upon 
a struggle to prevent the ratification of that fif- 


You can make the same objection | 





i ws, 
teenthamendment. I would wish that he wnip}; 
see how it is that he and other Republican Sey 
ators here voting with the Democratic Senato,. 
are probably helping that work forward. Ther, 
is not a Democratic Senator here, nor a Dem. 

_ocrat anywhere, that does not insist upon th» 
right of a State to rescind its ratification of . 
constitutional amendment at any time befo,,. 
the requisite three-fourths shall have ratified ;; 

And now, sir, why should the Senator from 
Illinoisundertake to plant himselfin oppositio,, 
| to this safeguard along with those gentlemey » 

[ cannot see why itis. But the Senator say. 

that it would be a void act to rescind a ratis 

cation. How does the Senator knowit? |; ;, 
merely his opinion. Does he not know thy: 
the Democratic party hold the exact contrary ’ 

Does he not know that they are now watchiy, 

| for the time when they can get a case made y, 

to take before the Supreme Court, to determ}y,. 

| whether the thirteenth and fourteenth amend 

_ ments are parts of the Constitution or not? |; 
he does not know it, then I will advise the Se, 
ator from Illinois to look around him and ge, 

‘| and hear and know what is going on in the 

country. Who can pronounce that rescindin, 

of ratification a void act? It may be th. 

opinion of the Senator from Illinois that jt j, 

void; it may be my opinion that it is not yoid: 

and when I wish to put a provision into this 
joint resolution that shall completely shy 

| down upon any attempt in that State—as [ wil! 

endeavor to fix it upon every other act that 

can be brought forward here to admit a recon. 
structed State—that shall shut down upon any 
attempts of that kind on their part to trifle wit) 

Congress and with the nation, I am surprised 

at the opposition shown to the proposition. 

The Senator from Illinois inquires shall we 
punish the people of Virginia Tor a void act 
of their Legislature. Sir, is it a punishment 
to put them back where they have been of 
their own choice these eight years? They 
went out of the Halls of Congress eight years 
ago, and now, forsooth, it is a punishment in 
flicted upon them if we exclude their Senators 
and Representatives because they had resciude:! 
their ratification of the Constitution ! 

The Senator from Illinois says we might jus! 
as well put a provision like this in the law with 
regard to every other State. Sir, the Senator 
| from Illinois knows that that is not a sound 
| position. He knows that as to those States 
| that have been loyal to their country and Goyv- 
‘| ernment we have no control over their action 
' in matters of that kind. But here is one that 
' was disloyal, that went into war, and now she 

is seeking to come back; and we are passing 

laws to admit her, and we can admit her on 
|| what terms we please. We have no right to 
| prescribe terms to Ohio and to New York with 
| regard to this constitutional amendment, but 

we have aright to prescribe terms to the State 
| of Virginia as preliminary to her admission 
into the Congress of the United States. 

And, sir, it does not matter to me whether 
the rescission of their ratification would be valid 
or invalid. The thing that I wish to get at's 
that no attempt shall be made by the Legisla- 
| ture of Virginia to do such an act; that we shall 
not have to do matters over again with her as 
we did with Georgia. I wish if Virginia comes 
in that she shall come in asa finality, and upon 
this subject we can make it a finality if we affix 
| this proviso to this bill. I see no reason tha! 
| has been advanced by the Senator from Illinois 
| why this provision should not be put there. 
| What harm can it do? Whom does it hurt’ 
| What public interest does it imperil or ow ool 
| How does it hurt Virginia? If it does no harm 
| it does good, for it prevents Virginia from at 
| tempting to do that which I am sure she will do 
in less than ten days after the unconditional 
' admission of her Senators and Representatives 

to seats on the floor of the two Houses. 
Mr. STEWART. Mr. President—— 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Will the Senator from 
| Nevada allow me to say a word in reply to the 
i Senator from Missouri? 
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night Mr. STEWART. Certainly. — Now, sir, I do not wish to take up time by | in violation of this amendment, and be put 
Sen. ‘ry, TRUMBULL. Mr. President, lregret | discussing this provision, which, it seems to | back to her present condition we will hold her 
ators h that in the passage of the recon- | me, if it is adopted is a confession on the part | there until she does ratify the fifteenth amend- 
Ther, measures the Senate did not have | of the Senate that a State may rescind its rati- | ment again, or until she consents to abide by 
Dem ipon it the light of the Senator from Mis- | fication of a constitutional amendment; acon- | her faith. ; 
Li the so that those laws might have been made | fession that I am not willing to make, although Mr. TRUMBULL. That was not my ques 
of 4 tat the start, so that there should have |, the Senator from Missouri tells us that a large || tion. My question was, where, then, would be 
fore }oceasion for amendment afterward. It | party in the country advocate that doctrine. the fifteenth amendment? Do you not there 
ed it rtunate that most of the members of the Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I believe || by admit that her ratification of the amend- 
fro . are mortal, as I frankly confess myself | that Virginia is entitled to be admitted; that || ment is gone if you put her back in that way? 
Sitio _and subject to err every day in my life; || is to say, I believe that she has substantially | That is my point. : 
men | in what little I had to do with framing the | complied with the conditions which we re: Mr. MORTON. I think not. I make no 
* Says ; reconstruction acts of Congress [am | scribed forher admission. But, sir, the Ys ad admission of that kind. 
ratiti | aware that with the best ability I could || tion of the amendment proposed by the Sen- Mr. TRUMBULL. Then why hold her until 
It is to the task I was at last only able to pre- | ator from Missouri will not retard heradmission | she ratifies again ? 
th; , defective law and one that afterward did | for a single day. It does not propose to dis- Mr. MORTON. We simply hold the State 
rary i amendment. If the Senator from Mis- || turb the organization of her Legislature, but) as security; that is all. ; 
hing ri had been here at that time, a member of | would be a simple precaution against a possi Mr. TRUMBULL. Do I understand the 
dey body as he is now, and shedding the light || ble act of treachery. Ido not believe myself | Senator to say that he would hold her for 
‘min his knowledge through the Chamber, there | that if we were to admit Virginia her Legisla- | security for that which he has got? Will he 
lend vould, of course, never have been any occasion || ture, after Senators were seated here and Rep- || keep the money and demand security too ? 
| rany amendment of the reconstruction laws: || resentatives in the other House, would reseind Mr. MORTON. Weexpect, Mr. President, 
Se y would have been perfect at their start, and || the ratification of the fifteenth amendment. I || to have the vote of Virgima for the fifteenth 
1 x that grip of his would have been put into them |; did not think that Georgia, after we passed the | amendment, independent of any attempted 
1 the from which there could have been no escape. bill of July, 1868, believing that she then had | breach of faith of that kind, and we give Vir- 
nding Now, Mr. President, for myself I have no || the game in her own hands, wouldturn around | ginia to understand by this amendment that if 
» th lisposition to put a grip upon any one. I desire || and commit an act of treachery by turning out | she shall attempt to play a trick upon us in 
it is to legislate liberally toward the States. Had || the colored men; but I was deceived in regard | that way she will lose her representation upon 
roid we known, as we have been informed to-day || to Georgia. After she supposed her admission || this floor. As to what may be the mere legal 
) this hy the Senator from Missouri—had our recollec- || complete and that the matter had gotten be- | consequences following from that it is unneces- 
shut tions been perfect as our knowledge should || yond the control of Congress she did commit || sary now to discuss; but we say to her that if 
I will have been, so that we could have remembered, || that act of treachery and turn out the colored | she attempts to play a trick of that kind upon 
that as the Senator from Missouri does—that eight || men. us she is liable to lose her representation in 
CON years ago Virginia went into the rebellion and || It is possible that Virginia after her admis- | Congress and to be remanded back to her pres- 
n any her Senators left this Chamber, facts unknown |) sion, and after her Senators have been swornin || ent position. If we shall adopt this amend- 
Wit to most of us but brought out here to-day; || and taken their seats upon this floor, supposing | ment, then Virginia will never do anything of 
rised had we recollected these things, and kept || the matter has passed beyond the control of | the kind; we have perfect security that she 
n. them in view, no doubt we should have been |; Congress, may commit an act of treachery and | will not. Shedoes not desire to lose her repre- 
Il we able to put those grips into the law. | rescind the ratification of the fifteenth amend- | sentation in Congress after having once secured 
1 act But the Senator from Missouri tells us that || ment before the lst of March, or before enough || it, and it would be security—and that is the 
ment he wants to put this in now, and that putting || States have ratified it to make it a part of the | way | use the word—against such an act of 
*n of it upon Virginia is very different from what it {| fundamental law; therefore, to guard against | treachery as was performed by the State of 
They would be to put it upon any other State, because || a possible act of treachery, which, however, | | Georgia. 
years Virginia has been in rebellion. Well, we are || do not now believe would be committed, but One word further andIamdone. The Sen- 
at in proposing to restore Virginia in our imperfect || whichis possible, I am in favor of the adoption | ator from Illinois talks about Virginia when 
ators way to her practical relations with the Union; || ofthisamendment. Wehavearightto protect | once restored as being upon the same footing 
ude nd when that is done we supposed, in our || ourselves in the future by looking at the history | as the other States. In one sense that will be 
imperfections, that she would bea State in the || of the past, and we have a right, without dis- || true, but perhaps in another it will not be true. 
t inst Union like any other State. I know of no || honoring Virginia, to guard against any possible || I believe that if we have a right to reconstruct 
with authority under the Constitution—because Iam || action there in the future by a simple reference || a State government that has been destroyed by 
nator not able to discern as far'as some Senators— || to her sister State, Georgia, lying almost by || rebellion we have a right to protect it after it 
ound for unequal States. I supposed that when the || her side. has been reconstructed ; that the right to recon- 
states State of Virginia becomes a State of this Union Now, Mr. President, do we confess by the |; struct implies the right to protect the recon- 
Gov. with all her practical relations restored, like || adoption of this amendment that a State has a || structed State. If atter a State government 
ction the State of South Carolina or of Alabama || right to rescind the ratification of an amend- |, has been reconstructed it has a right to knock 
. that to-day, she will stand here as a State with all || ment to the Constitution at any time before || it down and we have no right to interfere to 
y she the rights of a State as perfectly even as the || its final ratification by three fourths of the || prevent it being knocked down, but simply the 
ssing State of Missouri. I suppose the rights of the || States? We make no confession of that kind. || right to set it up again, then our power is im- 
Yr on State of Alabama in this body and in this || We have a right to guard against an act of that | perfect; butif we have the power toreconstruct 
ht to Union are equal to the rights of the State of || kind, without making such a confession. Sir, | a State, to reéstablish a State government after 
with Missouri, or the State of lilinois, or any other || the ratification of the fifteenth amendment is | it has been once destroyed by a rebellion, then 
> het State; and I suppose the rights of the State || one of the conditions of the reconstruction of | have we not the power to protect that new gov- 
State of Virginia will be the same when she shall || Virginia. We have a right to require it in| ernment, to continue it asarepublican govern- 
sain have been, like Alabama, restored,to her rela- || advance, and to protect ourselves against its | ment, to preventit being knocked down without 
tions with the Union. | rescission up to the time that the fifteenth | requiring us to wait until it is knocked down, 
other And then, I suppose, if you can put such a |, amendment becomes a part of the law of the | and after thattoset itupagain? I should like 
valid provision as this upon this bill that will have | land. It is one of the conditions of reconstruc- | to hear the Senator from Illinoison that subject. 
at is any force whatever in regard to Virginia you |) tion, and, for one, I do not intend to be cheated Sir, the power to do what we have done 
risla- can put such a provision | upon a bill that will || out of it. The State of New York has rescinded | implies the power to protect what we have 
shall have force in regard to Missouri, or Illinois, or || her ratification. I do not believe that she hasa || done; and I should hold that doctrine in the 
er as any other State. Therefore, with my imperfect || right to rescind. But, sir, I do not care about | case of the State of Tennessee. If she goes 
omes knowledge, I took the liberty of saying that || having the fifteenth amendment hang upon a/ far enough to clearly violate the terms of her 
upon I thought such a provision would be utterly || question of that kind. I would rather that the | reconstruction, to deny security of life and 
‘affix useless. It is unnecessary to put such a pro- || ratification of the fifteenth amendment should || property to those who have been enfranchised, 
that vision upon Virginia now before she is restored ; || be so clear and so perfect that no question of | and to clearly violate those conditions which 
tenis for the Senator knows if he has taken the || that sort will remain to be talked about by its | we have prescribed ag those of a republican 
wy trouble, and he seems to have taken that | enemies. Sir, we shall have enough States | form of government, we shall have a right to 
vurt? trouble, to observe my course in this body that || without counting New York. interfere. It would be folly to say that we 
pair? | have maintained from the beginning that the Mr. TRUMBULL. Will the Senator from || have the power to set up new State govern- 
rool authority of Congress over the States which || Indiana allow me to ask him a question right | ments, but have no power to protect them after 
sat went into rebellion against the Government and || there? we have done so; that the people there 
“Ido were subdued by force of arms was paramount; || Mr. MORTON. Certainly. have the right to knock them down and then 
ional — we had authority under the Constitution || Mr. TRUMBULL. If this amendment is | we must come in and doour work de novo. | 
tives pg under the power to make war to put down || adopted which the Senator now advocates, and || want these States to understand that when 
‘he rebellion and control the people of those || Virginia should next month recall her ratifica- | they have been reconstructed and r¢ admitted 
‘tates until State goveraments could be formed || tion of the fifteenth amendment, and Virginia || they are not then beyond our power ; that they 
hem . 2ecordance with the Constitution of the || should then be put back territorially, would | are not at liberty to do over what they have 
o the nited States and they could be restored to || he then insist that her ratification was good? || done, or to impair the security they have given 


to us, but that we shall require in the future, 
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as we do now, that that security shall be pre- | 


served unimpaired. 
Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, I wish to say | 
ene word on the subject of the power claimed | 
by some of the States to retract their ratifica- 
tion of an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States. It is in its very nature a 
erious question. J should very freely vote for 
Le amendment of the honorable Senator from | 
issourt if I did not think at the same time 
| was recognizing an extremely mischievous 
principle in reference to the power of the States. 
{t seems to me that the remarks of the honor- 
able Senator from Illinois as to the concession | 
which we are making impliedly by adopting 
this amendment are very weighty and very im- 
portant, It seems to me that by passing this 
amendment, though it may be very necessary | 
under the circumstances [ agree, we are yield- 
ing the principle for which we all on this side 
of the Chamber contend, that when an amend- 
meut of the Constitution has been once ratified 
it has passed completely from the power of the 
Legislature of the State, and that after that the 
State has nothing to do with it; it is bound by 
its ratification for all time. I so understand 


the Constitution; and I do not wish by my vote | 


here to throw any doubt upon that principle. 
I cannot imagine how any enlightened court 
of justice, how any well-instructed judge would 
ever come to any other conclusion upon the 
subject. The Constitution declares that amend- 
ments may be proposed by Congress or by the 
States in convention, ‘‘ which in either case 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes as 
art of this Constitution when ratified by the 
S eiaeiee of three fourths of the several 
States.”’ 

An amendment may originate in Congress 
or it may originate in a convention of the 
States. In either case it is submitted to the 
consideration of the States of the Union, and 
when the Legislatures of three fourths of the 
States of the Union have ratified it, then I 
hold, in the language of the Constitution, that 
it becomes a part of the instrument, and is as 
binding as any other portion. 

Now, sir, whence does the State Legislature 
derive its authority to act upon an amendment 
of the Constitution of the United States? Not 
from its own constitation, not from any inher- 
ent political sovereignty of its people, but 


simply and solely from the Constitution of the | 


United States. That, and that only, gives to 
# State Legislature the power of considering 
and acting upon an amendment to the Consti- 


tution; and what is it to do, if it does any | 


thing? It is to ratify the amendment. The 
ewe is conferred by the Constitution of the 
inited States upon the State Legislature to 


ratify the amendment, and it has no power | 
If it shall have once ratified an | 


beyond this. 
amendment of the Constitution, then its power 


has become, in the language of the law, functus 


oficio ; its power over the whole subject has | 


ended, and it has no authority whatever to 
reconsider its vote upon the question of ratify- 


ended, and the State Legislature has acted in 
pursuance of the Constitution of the United 
States upon the subject-matter. 

it is sometimes said that a State has a right 


to withdraw its ratification at any time before | 
the amendment has become a part of the Con- | 
stitution by a vote of three fourths of the State 


| out explaining my views upon it. 
| tion which presents itself to the Senate now 
is, is reconstruction complete; have we the | 
same power over the reconstruction of the | 











Legislatures. Sir, I hold that if the Legislature 
of a State has a right to revoke its ratification 
before the amendment has become a part of 
the Constitution it has upon the same reason 
wud upon the same logie authority to withdraw 
iis ratification even after the amendment has 
become a part of the Constitution. There is 
nothing in the Constitution against it; the Con- 
sitution is entirely silentupon the subject. Itis 
also entirely silent upon the subject of the revo- 
cation of its ratification before the amendment 
has taken effect as a part of the Constitution. 


see uo reason for any distinction between the 


| the action of Congress on this subject? 
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power of a State to revoke before the taking 
effect of an amendment and its power to revoke 
after it has taken effect. If it be true in one 
case it is true in the other, for the logic applies 
with equal force to both cases; and we all 
know very well that if a State can exercise the 
power of revocation after an article of amend- 
ment has taken effect as a part of the Consti- 


tution the Constitution itself is no better than | 


a rope of sand. It is liable to be destroyed at 
any time by a single revocation of the acts of 
ratification of several of the States, which 


would leave the Government entirely at the | 


mercy of the State Legislatures. 


But, sir, the point which I make here, and | 


about which I wish to be distinctly understood, 
is that the sole authority is given by the Con- 
stitution, and that authority is the authority 


| of ratification if the Legislature sees fit to 
|| ratify, and when it has once ratified an article 
'of amendment its power over the whole sub- 
| ject is gone; it has no right to retract an act 
of ratification, or in any way to modify it. | 


Holding this doctrine, I will not by any vote 


|| of mine here bring into doubt the correctness 

| of the great principle upon which L insist. I | 
will not by my vote fix a precedent from which | 

it may be inferred that Congress is of opinion 
that a State after having ratified an amend- | 

| ment to the Constitution can retract its rati- 


fication. 

Mr. YATES. Mr. President, I do not like 
to vote on a question of this magnitude with. 
i The ques- 


lately rebellious States now that we had here- 
tofore? I maintain that though we have passed 


| reconstruction acts, and Congress has spent an 


immense deal of time onthat subject, recon- 
struction is not yet complete; that we have 


'the same power over the admission of Vir- 
ginia to-day that we had over the admission | 
| shall be one arbiter, one supreme judge, avi 
|| that shall be the people of the United Stas 


of any rebel State heretofore; and if Con- 
gress in the exercise of its appropriate powers 
required the rebel States to ratify the four- 
teenth amendment before they were admitted 
as States into the Union, then the reconstruc- 


tion of Virginia not being complete Congress | 


has the same power, and it still continues to 


| impose such conditions upon the State of 


Virginia. 


I am not to be told here in the Senate that I | 
am inconsistent when, having required of States | 

| which have been admitted, like Arkansas and 
| Alabama, that they shail pass no laws restrict- 
ing the equal rights of all men, I now deny the | 


doctrine that we have no right to impose con- 
ditions upon the admission of Virginia. There 
is no distinction in principle between the cases. 
The only distinction there is is this: that times 


| have changed a little; our feelings have be- 
over that amendment has totally ceased; it | 


come modified ; the war is over and we are for 


| the exalted principles of magnanimity and for 


sharing together, North and South, East and 


| West, this glorious heritage of the American | 
|; Union. 
ing theamendment. The whole thing has there 


I participate in that sentiment to the 
highest extent. But in the condition which 


| the Senator from Missouri proposes to propose 


is there anything different from that which was 
imposed upon all these other States, and is 
there anything unreasonable in it? 

Why shoul 
and of Presidents, come in upon different con- 


| ditions from any other State? Is it unreason- 


able that she shall conform to the will of the 


American people as expressed in the late elec- | 


tions, and come into this Union as a Union 
State, ratifying the action of the people and 
Shall 
we after the admission of her Senators sit 
here and havea filibustering campaign or cru- 
sade in the State of Virginia to set aside the 


|| action of the American people? Sir, asa mem- 


ber of the Republican party, of that Union 
party which carried forward the war, which 


| obtained the victory, and which demanded sub- 
| mission on the part of the rebel government, I 


| into this great Confederacy of Staies, | 











Virginia, the mother of States | 
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still maintain the policy for which I haye « 
contended, and [ here assert that there ea 
ing unreasonable in it. 
I admit the doctrine contended for 1, . 
honorabie Senator from Michigan, and r 
tainly would hardly dare to present an oy), 
against so able and good a lawyer as mn 
but his argument does not apply here. 
ginia is not a State of the Union as Qh}, 
South Carolina are States of this Union: ,, 


1S noth 


) 


' as was said most pertinently by the honoy 


Senator from Indiana, when we admi: , 
State of Virginia she comes as a loving «: 
yut 


few daysafter her Senators have taken theirs... 


| rebel filibustering may begin; Virginia , 


unite her potent voice with Ohio and X,. 


| York to upset the decrees of the Ainericay po,, 


ple aud the policy of the Republican Uj; 
party. 

I believe in State sovereignty to a cer 
extent; but upon questions which concery ;| 
rights of citizens, the legal rights of all mey ; 


| this country, | deny the authority of any Sty 


My rights and your rights as individuals 
above all constitutions and all laws, accor. 
ing to the theory of republican governmoey; 
Neither Congress nor the States can consti) 
tionally, morally, or legally subvert thos 
rights. I propose now simply to impose ¢j 


| same restrictions and conditions upon the Stay 
| of Virginia which I would impose upon ayy 
| other State of the Union. 


We have to dray 
distinctions now between what are termed Sty 
rights and what are State rights. There js, 
different construction placed by the America 
people upon that question from that which was 
formerly placed upon it. The time has com 
when it a been decided by the Americay 
people that we are not to have thirty-six 

forty different State governments each ex's 
lating for itself and in contrary directions uo 
the innate principles and the inherent righ)s 
of men to which I have referred, but that thy 


through their Senators and Representatives | 
Congress; and what they decide to be Sta: 
rights shall be State rights upon these ques 
tions. We want no more discussions such a: 
led this country into fierce and bloody ci: 
war. We want Virginia to understand that 

she is reconstructed she is reconstructed u 

the plan of the American people, not upon te 


plan of the State of Virginia. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, when the 


| States lately in rebellion withdrew their Sev: 


ators and Representatives from Congress au! 
organized a confederacy in hostility to tl 
Government of the United States, it was m 
judgment, and has always been my judgmew’ 
since that time, that the jurisdiction of Con 
gress attached to those States or to the territor 
embraced within the confines of the conted 
eracy, so that Congress could legislate in av 
way it might see proper for the suppression 

the rebellion and the restoration of those State 
to the Union. But, sir, [ have always doubie: 


| the right of Congress to impose conditions up 


those States, conditions that could be enforce 


| by Congress after those States were once ! 


stored to their relations to the Federal Unio. 
and their Senators and Representatives wer 
allowed to take their seats in Congress. 
understand that the Constitution of the Un 
ted States requires all the States to stand 


| 


| the Union upon an equal footing, and I ha’ 


doubted very much the constitutionality of the 
conditions that have been imposed. ‘They may 


|| have a moral influence upon the country; | 


if their constitutionality should ever be tri’ 


| before a judicial tribunal, I doubt very mu 


whether they would be sustained. 
But, sir, this amendment submitted by ' 
Senator from Missouri, it seems to me, is tasi!Z 


| one step in advance of any position that Vou 


gress has heretofore taken in reference to thes 
reconstruction measures. The Senator pr) 


poses by this amendment to declare that in ca? 
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Legislative Assembly of the State of Vir- 
snia at any future time should rescind its rat- 
sation of the fifteenth amendment, Congress 
eject its Senators and Representatives 

‘om these halls and restore the State to that 
andition in which it put itself by its connec- 
a with the rebellion. 
| object to this amendment upon two grounds. 
I, the first place it necessarily implies, and 
that will be the construction which the country 
will put upon it, that a State, when it has once 
-atified @ constitutional amendment, has the 
ower to withdraw that ratification. Now, sir, 
‘he Constitution of the United States organizes 
che Federal Government, and the power to act 
upon an amendment to the Constitution of the 
l'nited States is a power delegated by the Con- 
stitution of the General Government to a State, 
and the State as to that subject can only exer- 
. 7 ’ 
cise the power delegated by the I’ederal Con- 
stitution, and no other power or jurisdiction 
over the question of an amendment to the Con- 
stitution 1s delegated except the power to ratify 
it I deny that a State has any right to reject 


a“ 


kal 


an amendment to the Constitution, or if it does | 


reject a proposed amendment its act is a simple 
nullity; but it may ratify the amendment, and 
when a State has once ratified a constitutional 
amendment it is functus officio as to that sub- 
ject, and it has no more power to act upon it 
afterward than a court would have to reverse 
its judgment after the adjournment of the term 
or after its jurisdiction over the subject had 
wholly expired. 

I therefore oppose this amendment, because 
it implies a power in a State which the Consti- 
tution does not confer upon a State, and I am 
sorry that the resolution I had the honor to 
submit the other day has not received the 
attention which it seems to me it deserved, and 
that Congress has not made a declaration on 
this subject which would have settled contro- 
versy. 

I object to it again, because, to say nothing 
of the policy, after the Senators and Repre- 
sentatives of Virginia have resumed their seats 
in Congress, I doubt very much the power of 
Congress under the Constitution to eject those 
Senators and Representatives and deprive a 
State of its equal representation in the Senate. 
The Constitution expressly provides that no 
State without its consent shall be deprived of 
its equal suffrage in the Senate, and the reason 
why Congress acquires jurisdiction to legislate 
in reference to these insurrectionary States at 
this time is because they have voluntarily with- 
drawn their representation and have remained 
practically outside of the Union. 
territorially within the. Union, they are not 
legally within the Union as contemplated by 
the Constitution. 

But, sir, if Congress consents at any time 
that these Senators and Representatives shall 
take their seats in Congress, which amounts 


Although || 


to a restoration of this State to its former | 


position in the Federal Union, then I cannot 
see from what source Congress derives the 
power to turn them ont whenever in its judg- 
ment it may think proper so to do. 

I think, therefore, Mr. President, that it 
would be unwise to attach this amendment to 


the bill providing for the admission of the | 


State of Virginia, but I would suggest an 
amendment which perhaps will meet the ob- 
jections that have been urged to the resolution 
reported by the Committee on the Judiciary. 
I would provide as follows: 


_Be itresolved by the Senate and House of Representa- | 


bo 8 of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
‘led, That the State of Virginia, having complied with 
the requirements of law and having ratified the four- 
teenth and fi fteenth amendments, is thereby entitled 
torepresentation in the Congress of the United States. 
Now, sir, independent of the doctrines that 

a State has no right to rescind a ratification once 
made of a constitutional amendment, Congress 
here enacts absolutely as law that the State of 
Irginia has ratified the fifteenth amendment 
to the Constitution. If Congress declares that 
to be the law of the United States, in addition 





to the want power in the State under the Con- 
stitution, will it be practicable for the State 
of Virginia to rescind its ratification of the 
constitutionalamendment without violating the 
law of Congress? I have maintained here- 
tofore that it was exclusively within the juris- 


| diction of Congress to determine when a con- 


| ing from the ratification of the fifteenth amend- 
formed—but, depending upon the information 


| of the State of Virginia willrescind its ratifica- 


be done. 


stitutional amendment had or had not been 
ratified, because it is a question that pertains 
exclusively to the political power of the Gov- 
ernment. I say it belongs to the political power | 
of the Government to determine what is or is 
not the Constitution of the United States, whileit 
belongs to the judicial department to determine 
the meaning and effect of that Constitution. 
Now Congress saysin this law, if the amend- 
ment that I have proposed is adopted, that 
Virginia has ratified the fifteenth amendment, | 
and after we have declared by lawthat she has 
ratified that amendment we proceed to admit 
her Senators and Representatives into Con- 
gress. I think this is as far as we ought to go. 
l think this will answer every purpose which 
the Senator from Missouri has in view, which 
is to prevent the State of Virginia from reced- 


ment to the Constitution. 
Iam informed—of course, I may be misin- | 


I receive, I am satisfied that there is no pur- 
pose, no possible chance that the Legislature 


tion of this amendment ; but people may differ 
upon that subject. It is possible that it may 
I am willing to go as far as I can, | 
consistently with my views of the Constitution 


| and with good policy, to prevent the Legisla- 


| ment of law that at any subsequent date a 


| State from their seats in this body. 


| will it lead? 


| the powerful States may see proper hereafter | 
| to eject the smaller States from Congress on 


| not doing their duty to the Federal Union. I 


| adopted. 





ture from doing any such act ; but I cannot 
consent to the adoption of this amendment, 
and I should be exceedingly sorry to see the 
Senate of the United States affirm as its judg- 


majority of the States would have a right, 
under any conceivable circumstances, to eject 
the Senators and Representatives of another 


Sir, if you inaugurate that doctrine where 
What will be the consequences ? 
One excuse and another may be made, and 


some pretense or other that those States are 


think it is a dangerous precedent to establish, 
and I hope that the amendment will not be 
While I fully sympathize with the 
Senator from Missouri in his views, I trust 
that his amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS. I would like to ask the hon- 
orable Senator a question, with his permission. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. Was or was not the State of 


| Georgia represented in the House of Repre- 


sentatives during the last Congress? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I understand that the | 
Representatives from the State of Georgia 
were in the House ; but has anybody under- 
taken to expel them from the House, to eject 
them from their seats in that body? Her Sen- 
ators were not in the Senate of the United 
States. 

Mr. DAVIS. 


With the permission of the 
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gia to the House were elected for the Forty- 
l'irst Congress. ; 
Mr. DAVIS. Do I understand the hon- 
orable Senator from South Carolina to concede 
that the State of Georgia is now entitled to rep 
resentation in the House of Representatives 
Mr. SAWYER. I did aot propose to go into 
that question at all, and I do not propose to le 
drawn into it; but I have been very much mis 
informed if there has been any election of Rep 
resentatives from the State of Georgia to the 
Forty-First Congress. I do understand that 
certificates of election were issued to certain 
gentlemen for seats in the Fortieth Congress, 


|| which seats they did fill and oceupy until the 
| close of that Congress, but that no election has 


ever been held in that State for members of 
the lorty-First Congress. Now, whether or 
not it is competent for the State of Georgia to 


| elect her members to Congress ahead is a ques- 


tion to be decided elsewhere. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the honorable Senator from 
Oregon will allow me—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Suer- 
MAN in the chair.) Does the Senator from 
Oregon yield to the Senator from Kentucky? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Certainly. j 

Mr. DAVIS. I wish simply to say that if 


| the honorable Senator from South Carolina 


does not yield the conclusion to which | come, 
I understand the argument of the honors!le 
Senator from Oregon inevitably to lead to it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. lam not perfectly famil- 
iar with the proceedings in the House of Rep- 
resentatives in reference to the members from 
the State of Georgia ; but I know the fact to 
be that the State of Georgia since it went 
into rebellion has never been restored to its 
practical relations with the Federal Union. 
Steps have been taken in that direction, but 
thev have been imperfect and incomplete, and 
Congress has maintained its jurisdiction over 
the State of Georgia from the day that she 
commenced a war upon the I"ederal Union up 
to the present time, so that the case of Georgia 
is not a case parallel to the one before the 
Senate. 

Moreover, Mr. President, there has been no 
declaration by Congress that it had the power 
to eject even the representatives of the State 
of Georgia from the Halls of Congress. Some 
rules or regulations may have been adopted 
by the House in reference to the subject, but 
this amendment proposes that Congress shall 
solemnly declare that it retains the power at 
some future time, after Senators and Repre- 
sentatives from Georgia shall have resumed 
their seats and the State shall have been re 
stored to allits harmonious relations with the 
Federal Union—that it retains the power at 
some future time, without limit, to eject those 
Senators and Representatives from Congress. 
I say, therefore, that the case presented by the 
Senator from Kentucky is not a parallel case to 
the one before the Senate, and I hope that the 


| amendment which I have suggested will be 


honorable Senator, I would suggest that the || 


|| Representatives from Georgia have not been 


admitted into the House at the present session. 
I understand that to be the state of facts. 

Mr. SAWYER. If the Senators will allow 
me I will state that I believe it is a fact that 
the State of Georgia has chosen no Represent- 
atives to the l’orty-First Congress, and that the 

tepresentatives who sat in the House of Rep- | 
resentatives during the Fortieth Congress did 
sit there until the termination of that Congress. 
There has been no election in Georgia for any 


| members of the Iorty-I’irst Congress. 


Mr. MORTON. I would suggest to the Sen- | 
ator from South Carolina, with the permission | 


of the Senator from Oregon, that the under- | 


| standing is that the Representatives from Geor- | 


satisfactory to the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, when the 
honorable Senator from Missouri proposed 
this amendment I confess frankly it did not 
occur to me that he was in earnest. 1 saw in 
it a certain logic, from which I thought that it 
was admirable if he intended it as a satire upon 
some propositions which have heretofore been 
advanced. But it seems we are to vote upon 


it; and therefore I beg in very few words, with- 


outargument, to assign two reasons upon which 
I shall vote against it. 

I must vote against it, first, because, as was 
said by the Senator from Illinois, there is 
bound up in it and ineradicable in it a con 
fession of the power of a State to retract its 
assent given to @ constitutional amendment. 
I know of no construction by which we can 
escape from that conclusion involved in this 
amendment. ; ' 

But, Mr. President, I shall vote against 1 
for a reason which, as I weigh the two together, 
ia much more weighty with me than the reason 
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from which I pass. I refer to the fact that this 
amendment contains an avowal that when we 
recognize the State of Virginia and admit her 
to representation, she thenis not a State of the 
Union at all. Is itnotso, sir? Has Virginia 
been out of the Union? Has the Union been 
dissolved so that Virginia was notin it? That 
Lhave never believed. The honorable Senator 
before me [Mr. Pomeroy] says that he thinks 
it has been. I take that supposition to test his 
argument; suppose the Union has been dis- 
solved and the State of Virginia has been out 
of the Union, whatthen is the nature and qual- 
ity of that act which we are about to do? 
it not to bring back Virginia into the Union, 
so that she shall again be, as she once was, a 
State, and a State of the Union? TheSenator 
assents to that. Manifestly it follows. And 
et here comes @ proposition which says that 
Virginis shall not, even after the consummation 
of that measure now pending, be a State in the 
Union; that when admitted she shall not have 
that statehood, she shall not represent that 
equality, she shall not illustrate and embody 
that fact which exists, if it exists at all, in the 
circumstance and the truth that she is a State 
equal to the other States in the Union. On 
the contrary, take the case as I understand it 
and as the Senator fiom Kansas denies it to 
be; take the case as I think it was most aptly 
stated by Mr. Lincoln, that Virginia was out of 


Is | 
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be stretched if they are too short, or shortened 
if they overmatch in length? 

Now, sir, for these reasons, without assign- 
ing others—and I repeat, more for the latter 
reason than for the first—I cannot consent to 
carry so far the doctrine which used to be 
known here under the name of fundamental 
conditions. We have imposed fundamental 
conditions of late, the efficacy of which, when- 
ever they come to be tested in any enlightened 
tribunal, will be at least the occasion of differ- 
ence among men. But the ideathat when our 
power is expended, when we have finally parted 
company with the question, when we have 
washed our hands of it by conferring upon it 


the last act which consummates legislation, we | 
can postpone to the future and reservefor some || 
hereafter authority to go back and oust the | 
State of Virginia from representation, or thrust | 


her from the Union because of what she may 
or may not do short of rebellion, treason, or 
insurrection, is, | submit, an extension, an 
attenuation, a dilution of the doctrine of fun- 
damental conditions which has never been 
hinted at before even in the heatand enthusiasm 
of the hours through which we have passed. 
Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, with the view 
which I have of this whole subject, I regard it 


‘| asa matter of great indifference whether the 


her proper practical relations with the Union, | 
what then is the act which we are about to per- | 


form? 

Mr. POMEROY. Was she in the Union 
when out of those relations? 

Mr. CONKLING. Yes, sir; I answer with- 
out hesitation. 
here, let me say to the honorable Senator, 
must subsist through a State government under 


A State in its representation | 


which alone she may have representation in | 


the two Houses of Congress. Because that 


State organization was prostrate; because it | 


was obliterated, as we were told it was by the 


amendment offered by the honorable Senator 
from Missouri is adopted or not. 
ever, opposed to it; and the first reason for my 
opposition is that I believe Congress has no 
power to pass such a provision in the bill. I 


| agree with the honorable Senator from Oregon 


that Congress has no power to impose any con- | 


| dition whatever upon a State, and that when a 


President of the United States, therefore it || 
resulted, and not because Virginia had ceased | 


to be a State, not because the Union had been | on her admission into the Union would be 


| totally void and inoperative. 


torn asunder; but, therefore, I repeat, it re- 


sulted that Virginia was found without repre- | 
sentation and without the right to representa- | 


tion in this Chamber or in the House of 
Representatives. That I submit with great 
deference as my theory. Be it right or wrong, 


State comes into the Union as a new State this 
whole doctrine of imposing fundamental con- 
ditions is erroneous and is unconstitutional. 


The only condition that can be imposed by | 


Congress upon a State, according to my read- 


ing of the Constitution, is that implied by its | 
| duty to see that the State has a government | 
republican in form; and any attempt to impose 


any other or further condition upon a new State 


I believe that 
Congress has not the power to impose the con- 


dition implied by the amendment of the hon- | 
orable Senator from Missouri; and if Congress | 


| had the power I should still be opposed to the 
/ amendment, because I believe it to be emi- 


it presents the other alternative in which we | 


are acting, to wit: that we are simply reinstat- 
ing Virginia; we are knitting up the raveled 


sleeve; we are making her whole again in her | 


relationships with the Union and with Congress. 
In that event does the consummation of our 
act fall short in any respect of reinstating Vir- 
ginia, putting her in statu quo, reconferring 
upon her that measure of statehood, be it more 
or less, which she has lost? 
comes this amendment to say that if that be 
the alternative in which we are called to act, 
then our legislation shall be imperfect and in- 
complete; then it shall be not true but false 
that Virginia is reinstated, and that after her 


And yet here | 


reinstatement there shall exist in her a vice, | 


an imperfection, a diminution of power of state- 
hood in some regard, which enables us to say 


nently inexpedient and impolitic to impose such 
a condition. 

I oppose the amendment also upon the idea 
urged by the Senator from Illinois and other 
Senators. My opinion is that whenever a 
State by her convention or by her Legislature 


has acted upon the subject of ratifying an 
_ amendment to the Constitution of the United 


States, and has either ratified or rejected it, 
she has no further power over the subject. 1 
regard that as an ollicial act of the State, anal- 
ogous to whatis the act of a college of electors 


in voting for President of the United States. 


that because her Legislature performs an act— | 
and T care not for this purpose whether it be | 


an act competent or void—we may turn around 
and expel from the Halls of Congress the rep- 
resentatives of Virginia, and taibe down that 
restoration which we are about to establish. 
Why, sir, can it be that lawyers or laymen 
can differ in opinion upon the doctrine that 
after we have restored Virginia, after we have 
crowned her again with that sovereignty, that 
statehood, that relationship, call it what you 
may, Which she has lost, we can dictate to her 
the action of her Legislature and can expel her 
representatives unless she attends to our be- 
hests? And I ask can lawyers doubt that an 
argument whieh will prove that conclusion will 


show that Maine or Missouri can be made to |! 


When they have once cast their vote they have 


voted forever; they can never reclaim that | 


vote. So of a Legislature in electing a Sen- 
ator of the United States. /Whenever the vote 


of the Legislature is cast the election is made ; |) 
' So in | 
my judgment when any State votes upon an | 


it is made forever; it is irrevocable. 


amendment of the Constitution it has exhausted 
all the power which is delegated to the State 
by the express provision of the Constitution, 
which is the sole authority of the State for act- 
ing upon the subject; that the whole of that 
power is then exhausted, and that the State 
can never reclaim its action on that subject. 
or modify or alter it. 

I therefore consider, as many of the gen- 


tlemen who have taken part in this debate | 


do, that there is no utility, that there would 
be no practical effect in adopting the amend- 
ment now pending before the Senate; that it 


is in relation to a matter and to the action of | 


the State of Virginia upon a matter over which 


lie down upon the bed which we prescribe, and | that State has no farther power; that all of its 


I am, how- | 
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power has been exhausted; and thereti,..:, 
would be superfluous if Congress had the »,,, 
to adopt the amendment to incorporate 
the proposed bill. 
But, Mr. President, I am free to state. «, 

[ state distinctly and with emphasis, that 
believe this proposed amendment of the (,,. 
stitution is utterly void, and that every ame, 
ment of the Constitution that has been pass, 
in the last six or seven years is utterly yo;, 
and inoperative. In relation to this particy}., 
amendment, my first position is that Virginia 
was coerced to ratify the fifteenth amendmen: . 
that a condition unconstitutional, coercive ;, 
its character, which deprived that State of ,,. 
free will upon the subject, was imposed upor 
Virginia by the law of Congress, upon th, 
motion of the honorable Senator from Indiang 
[Mr. Morton, ] declaring that before Virgiy;., 
could be admitted to representation in either 
House of Congress she should be required 
absolutely and unconditionally to accept the 
fifteenth amendment. I say, sir, that such 4 
condition as that avoids the act of ratificatio, 
by Virginia. The time will come when, befi;» 

| some forum, some tribunal in the United States. 

| that great question will be made; and in my 
judgment that question will be ruled in fayo; 
of the State and of the freedom of the State. 
by coming to the conclusion that her ratific,. 
tion was coerced from her and is not bindin» 

| on her. i 

But, Mr. President, I have another objection 

to that and all these amendments, in my judy 
ment still more fatal; and it is this: whey 
Congress proposes an amendment to the (on.- 

| stitution every State in the Union must be rep. 

resented in the two Houses of Congress. Con- 

gress cannot get together with a representation 

in the Senate and in the House of Representa. 

tives from two thirds of the States and exclude 

|| representation in both Houses from the other 

third, and legitimately and constitutionally 

propose an amendment to the Constitution. 

That is a universal principle of law, not ouly 

| of constitutional law, but of municipal law, as 

| the able lawyer from Oregon knows. When 

| there is a corporation with a special govern- 

| ment, a government consisting of a directory 

of various members, and a part of this govern: 

ment, a portion of this directory exclude other 

members of the directory from the transaction 

of its business, everything that the remaining 

directors do is null and void. They have no 

power to expel a part of the governing power 

| from the board that governs, and then to per- 

| form the duties and exercise the powers of the 

corporation as though its government was {ull 

andcomplete. If they do so, there is no court 

| that has ever ruled upon that question which 

has not decided that the exclusion of a part 

of the directory from its business avoids every: 

thing that is done by the remaining members. 

Well, now, sir, if that is true in relation to 
the government of corporations for the trans: 
action of private business, how much more true 
it isin relation to governments, to constitutions, 
to fundamental laws? When the Constitution 
provides expressly and plainly that two thirds 
of both Houses of Congress shall be required 
to propose amendments to the Constitution, 's 
that requisition, that principle of the Const: 
tution satisfied by the Senators and Represen': 
atives from two thirds of the States getting 
together, excluding all the Senators and lep- 
resentatives from the other third of the States, 
and then proposing amendments to the Con- 
stitution, and passing those amendments by * 
majority of two thirds of a mutilated Congress’ 
Is that complying with the requisition of the 
| Constitution? Not at all, sir. 

If there was but one State excluded from her 
representation in the two Houses, and the 
State had elected her Senators and her Kepre- 
sentatives, and had sent them up and they were 
asking admission to their seats and to take par’ 
in all the business of Congress, and espec!!'/ 
| the important business of proposing amend: 
'| ments to the Constitution, the exclusion of that 
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‘mendment; and that is the whole thing. 


i870. 


+e would affect the act. My belief is that the 
s principle of the Constitution is that the 
iusion of a single State, much less of ten or 
en, would vitiate the action of Congress in 
vn to the submitting of amendments of 
Constitution to the States. 
that is the grave, the fundamental, the 
J, the immovable objection in my mind 
« validity of this fifteenth amendment and 
ve other so-called amendments of the Con- 
ution which have been proposed within the 
five or six years. When States, even 
sh they have been in rebellion, have sub- 
ed to the Constitution and authority of the 
ited States, have grounded their arms, have 
de their submission and elected their Sen- 
; and Representatives and sent them here 
‘or admission into the two Houses of Congress, 
i iake it that Congress cannot keep them ex- 
i from their representation in the two 
mses and legitimately propose amendments 
he Constitution. 
Sir, this is an objection in relation to these 
amendments that cannot be removed. ‘The 
iple of America are not in a temper now to 
ear, they will not hear now; but time with 
s wisdom and with its lessons will bring the 
‘ople of the United States to have this ques- 
tion made in proper form and to have it decided 
vith all due solemnity with the sanctions of 
the Constitution and of the majority of the 
people acting in the execution of that Consti- 
And whenever such a hearing of this 
juestion can be obtained, in my judgment, the 
reat forum of the American people, the only 
sovereign power in this nation, will by its ap- 
propriate officers and representatives hear and 
decide this great question, and will determine 
that in the absence, forcible, involuntary, of 
Senatorsand Representatives from ten oreleven 
States of the Union, it was not competent for 
the residue of the Senators and Nepresenta- 
ives to submit amendments to the Constitu- 
tion, and that all their acts in that respect are 
to be regarded as utterly void and of no effect. 
I, therefore, with great respect to the honor- 


ullon. 


able Senator from Missouri, and after a delib- 


erateand respectful consideration of hisamend- 
ment and of what would be its effects in all the 
aspects of the subject which have presented 
themselves to my mind, will vote against the 
amendment; but | am profoundly indifferent 
whether the Senate adopts it or rejects it. 

Mr. DRAKE. It is very evident, Mr. Pres- 
ident, after the discussion this amendment has 
received, that there is but one single objec- 
tion urged to it which would prevent any Sen- 
ator on this floor from voting for it who de- 
sires that the fifteenth amendment should be 
idopted, and that objection is thatthe adoption 

i this amendment would be an admission of 
he legality of a rescission by the Legislature 

( Virginia of its previous ratification of the 
uiteenth amendment. Lshould be very glad if 
i attempting to reply to this objection | could 
Have the attention of my honorable friend from 
lichigan [Mr. Howarp] and my honorable 
ciend from Oregon, [Mr. WriiitaMs,] whose 
position upon this subject surprised me very 
much. I think 1 can show in 4 very few words 


that they have taken an erroneous view of this | 


point. 
Che addition of my amendment to the joint 


resolution, so far from being an admission of | 
the legality of a rescission by a State of its rati- | 


lication of a constitutional amendment, is the 
direct opposite. Itisin effect a prohibition of 


‘ny such action on the part of the Legislature ; 
and I need not tell two such lawyers as they | 


‘hat every prohibition makes the thing prohib- | 


‘ed illegal. ‘The implication here, so far from 
eng that the act would be legal, is an impli- 
‘tion directly the other way, that it would be 


egal; and the purpose of the amendment is | 
nat the Legislature shall not attempt to do this | 


egal act, and thereby complicate matters 
ouneeted with the adoption of the fifteenth 
We 
We 


‘9 hot propose to prohibit a lawful act. 





propose to prohibit an act which by the terms 
of the prohibition is made unlawful. 

Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator from 
Missouri allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. DRAKE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STEWART. Is it not very ordinary in 
legislation to prohibit things from being done 
and make them illegal that otherwise would be 
legal? 

Mr. DRAKE. It may be. 

Mr. CONKLING. It is not a question of 
legality, but a question of power. 

Mr. DRAKK. Yes, sir; there it is. The 
Senator from New York says it is not a ques- 
tion of legality here, it is a question of power. 
Now, sir, if the view that I have taken be cor- 
rect, that the adoption of this amendment in 


| effect prohibits the doing of an act and thereby 


makes the act illegal, then the objection made 


| by the honorable Senators from Illinois and 


Michigan and Oregon is done away with, and 
we are turned back upon the objection made 
by the Senator from New York as to power. 
The question of power is an old one in con- 
nection with the insurgent States. ‘The Senator 
from New York has stood in official connection 
with those questions of power, either at the 
other end of the Capitol or this,during the whole 
period of reconstruction ; and now at this late 
day, after we have legislated year after year 


| upon reconstruction, and with his votes given 


for the reconstruction acts, he casts a cloud of 
doubt over the validity of all that we have done. 
Well, sir, if it is, indeed, to the mind of the 
Senator from New York so doubtful whether 


| what we have done will stand the test, why 


should he have voted for those measures? I 
do not understand this thing, I do not com- 
prehend it, that l,who have been here for nearly 


| three years a participant in the legislation on 


this subject of reconstruction, should find the 
very men who have voted with me declaring 
to the country and the world the doubtfulness 


| of the validity of our legislation. 


Mr. CONKLING. 1 hope the honorable 
Senator has not understood me to express any 


| doubts of the kind he intimates. 


Mr. DRAKE. I certainly did understand 
the honorable Senator so. 


Mr. CONKLING. Without being altogether 


| responsible for the understanding of the Sen- 
| ator, I beg to say I have expressed no such 
| doubt. 


| press this idea: 





Mr. DRAKE. Perhaps that would be a 
larger responsibility than the honorable Sen- 
ator from New York might deem it expedient 
to take upon himself. 

Mr. CONKLING. L agree to that entirely. 

Mr. DRAKE. ‘The honorable Senator from 
New York talked about fundamental condi- 
tions as things that had been talked abont here- 
tofore, and he did, as I understood him, ex- 
that when they come to be 
tested it might be doubted what would be their 
eflicacy. If Ll am wrong the honorable Sen- 
ator will correct me. 

Mr. CONKLING. If the honorable Sen- 
ator will allow me, I will say that he is quite 
right in that. I did say that, and I say now, 
should it turn out that the fandamental condi- 
tions which have been talked about or imposed 
are or are not wholiy nugatory, it will not 
affect, in my jadgment, even in the estimation 
of a hair, any essential or useful part of the 
legislation known as the reconstruction meas- 
ures. 

Mr. DRAKE. Then I do not perceive why 
there should be this expression of doubtful- 
ness here on the part of one of the Senators 
who himself was a part of that legislation. 
Sir, I have no doubt on this subject myself. I 
am troubled with no doubts with regard to the 
accuracy and efficiency of what Congress has 
done. There are some things about this whole 
business which I confess myself at a loss to 


see to the bottom of—this letting go of our || 


firm hold upon one of the principal and most 
nefarious of the rebel States ; this disposition to 
slacker the hold that we have had upon those 
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| communities heretofore; and that this disposi- 


tion should be manifested, too, upon this side 
of the Chamber only, our Democratic friends 
on the other side sitting by with perfect com 
placency looking upon the differences of opin 
ion that arise and are expressed here bet ween 
their Republican associates. Their equanimity 
is beautiful, seeing that these diilerence 
take fish into their nets. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. DRAKE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Would he prohibit the 
Democrats from looking on with complacency 
at the doings of himself and his brethren? 
Would he be so tyrannical as to deprive us of 
that poor privilege ? [ Laughter. | 

Mr. DRAKE. All I have to say to the Sen- 
ator from Delaware is that I am not so tyran- 
nical as to take away small comforts from my 

Democratic friends. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to inquire 
of the Senator if he holds that it is necessary 
for a man, in order to be a good Republican, 
to support every proposition that he himself 
makes in the Senate? 

Mr. DRAKE. No, sir, I do not; but I 
think it is a pretty good test of whether a man 
is a true Republican to know whether he stands 
up to his own measures as a Republican. That 

| isthe point. WhenI have voted in favor of 
imposing fundamental conditions upon rebel 
States I will abstain from proclaiming to the 
| world the doubtfulness of the validity of those 
| fundamental conditions. Sir, we are going 
| back upon ourselves if we declare that we 
| have no right to impose these fundamental con 
| ditions. We have imposed others. Did wedo 
it from conviction? Did we do it because we 
believed it right, or did we do it simply from 
the dictates of tyranny? If we did it for the 
latter reason, then we are unworthy of our 
places here. I never did it on any sach ground. 
I did it because it was a necessity in dealing 
with those rebel communities; and [ am not 
going back one hair’s breadth from what | 
have done heretofore, nor will I ever, under 
any circumstances, admit for an instant the 
doubtful constitutionality and validity of the 
measures of reconstruction I have voted for 
here. 

Mr. SAWYER. Willthe honorable Senator 
allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. DRAKE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SAWYER. 1 wish to ask the Senator 
from Missouri if in any of the reconstruction 
measures hitherto passed there has been any 
condition put into those measures which was 
to be fulfilled after the State was admitted to 
her previous relations with the Union? [ ask 
him if this is not the first proposition of that 

kind which has been made, if this condition 
| is not one the fulfillment of which is to come 
after the State stands in precisely the same 
relation as every other State of the Union? 

Mr. DRAKE. It is a proposition to tie the 
hands of that State so that it shall not do a 

particularact after itis admitted into the Union; 
and, sir, this Government has repeatedly in 
the history of the admission of States into the 
Union done that very thing. 

Mr. SUMNER. I will remind my friend 
that it has done it in the case of Nebraska very 
recently. 

Mr. DRAKE. Certainly, sir; done it time 
and again, imposed fundamental conditions 
under which the State came into the Union; 
| and now we find them questioned upon the 

floor of the Senate by the very men who voted 
for the imposition of those fundamental cond! 
tions. Ido not comprehend why this should 
be done. Are we to let go all our hold upon 
these rebel States? Are we going to back down 
from what we have done before, or are we going 
to stand up to it straight, firm, and true to the 
end? Shall we never learn that we are dealing 
| with communities who have shown heretofore 
the very height of perfidy in dealing with their 
| Government and country ; and are wetoexpect 








' ‘ . P 1} 
them to become saints on the instant? Are we 


to assume that they are hereafter to be as 
faithful and true in every respect as those 
States that fought them into submission? Can 
we not learn to deal with them in such a way 
as to keep them from doing things such as 
Georgia did, that compelled us when she was 
half way in the doors of the Capitol to thrust 


ler back and remand her to military rule ? 


Mr. President, I bave bad to deal with these | 


people on the soil of my own State, and I never 
yet found anything that answered them except 
that which so excited the contempt of the Sen 


autor from Ilinois, and that was grip. It is 


because the Senator from Illinois came from a | 


State where there never was a necessity for 


putting grip upon rebels that he now can sneer | 


at the expression when it comes from one who 


was taught the value of grip by the character | 


of the people among whom he lived. 

Now, Mr. President, let Virginia come in; 
let her come back here; but let ber come back 
on terms of safety to the country. 
counting upon her ratification of the fifteenth 
amendment. But, sir, what will be our con- 
dition if before we have got the twenty-eight 
States that are necessary to the ratification we 
find that Virginia has retracted her ratifica- 
tion? Are you going to declare ita part of the 
Constitution with an imperfect ratification, 
with New York backed out, Virginia backed 
out, with no longer twenty-eight States un- 
questionably remaining? Are you going to 
declare it and raise the whole Democratic party 
of the country in war against you—I mean war 
at the polls—upon the ground that you are at- 
tempting to impose upon the country a con- 
titutional amendment that never was adopted ? 
Are you going to transfer from this forum to 
that other room in this Capitol to which our 
democratic friends look with so much anxiety 
and so much affection the decision of the 
question whether the people of the United 
States have amended their Constitution or not? 
Sir, I wish to legislate with certainty; i wish 
\o know where | plant my foot; I wish to know 


‘hat the future shall be as we desire it to be; | 
! wish to know whether, when it is proclaimed | 


that the amendment has been ratified, it is in- 
deed ratified. 

Mr. CARPENTER, 
Missouri allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. DRAKE, Yes, sir. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I should like to know 
what the Senator’s opinion is upon the power 


of Virginia, after she has been admitted into || 
the Union, to repeal her ratification of the | 
Will there be any such power || 


amendment ? 
in that State ? 


Mr. DRAKE. ‘That is not a question upon | 


which itisatall necessary to express any opinion 
one way or the other. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him one other question? 

Mr. DRAKE. Certainly. 


Mr. CARPENTER, Assuming that the State | 


of Virginia cannot do such a thing, is it abso- 
lutely necessary to affix a heavy penalty for 
the commission of an act that cannot be com- 
mitted ? 

Mr. DRAKE. The purpose of this amend- 
ment is to prevent the doing of an act of that 
kind which is only to result in trouble and diffi- 
culty to the country, embarrassing it from one 
end to the other, Now, why should we not do 
that? We have it in our power. We canim- 
pose this condition upon her if we could ever 
impose any. Here is the simple preservative 
of everything. If you adopt this proposition 
her Legislature will never make a movement 
toward the rescinding of their ratification of 
the amendment. If you do not adopt it I ask 


the Senate to observe the prediction, that in 
ten days probably after her Senators and Rep- 
resentatives are unconditionally admitted here 
a movement will be made in the Legislature 
there to rescind that ratification, and it will be 
carried; and then the difficulty arises, the very 
question that I want to prevent arising does 


You are | 


Will the Senator from || 





| to stand. 


arise, the question whether she has a right to 
rescind her ratification. Ido not want that 
question to come up. I want her ratification 
Sir, | am astonished at the opposi- 
tion to a proposition of this kind, which has 
in view the security of everything in the future, 
and which is in consonance with that which has 
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| tion to a fundamental condition ? 


been done by the two Houses of Congress here: | 


tofore. 
Mr. HOWE. Iam not going to detain the 
Senate long in a discussion of this question. I 


| rise mainly to call the attention of Senators 
‘to the peculiar phraseology employed in the 


amendment. Senators object to it all around 
as an admission that a State can revoke its 


ratification of a constitutional amendment after | 
the Legislature has once voted uponit. Itseems | 
to me that objection is not well grounded. The | 
penalty, as it has been called, which the amend- | 


ment proposes to impose upon certain conduct 
which may possibly follow in the future is not 
to follow upon the rescinding of the ratification 
of the amendment; but the language of the 


' amendment is that if the Legislature of Vir- 
; ginia shall pass an act rescinding their ratili- | 
| cation—I will thank the Clerk to read it. 





| so absolutely certain ? 


The Secretary read the amendment, as fol- 
lows: 
Provided, Thatshould the Legislature ofsaid State 


| Virginia, or | tah into the Union at all unles 
| you take them in precisely upon the tery 
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Senators 
say that when you take a State into the Hats. 
it must be in all points in precisely the attity,, 
and the condition politically of every oy)... 
State, and that you cannot take Nebraska. ,. 


° y , ve 18 On 
which you took New York and Wisconsin, |, 
that so? All the power that the Constituti,, 


| gives to Congress to admit new States js t})., 


| it may admit new States—what is the 


at any time hereafter pass any act or resolution re- | 
| seinding or annulling its ratification of the fifteenth 


| article ofamendment to the Constitution of the Uni- 


ted States, the passage of such act or resolution shall 
operate to exclude the said State from representation 


in Congress, and to remand said State to its condi- | 


tion immediately prior to the passage of this reso- 
lution. 


Mr. HOWE. Now, I suppose there will be no | 


sort of doubt but what the Legislature of Vir- 


ginia can pass an act or joint resolution which | 


in terms rescinds its ratification of the fifteenth 
amendment. That would undoubtedly raise the 
question whether that resolution or that act did 
revoke the assent of the State or not. I do 
not see that we are necessarily to be supposed 
by voting for this amendment to express the 
Opinion that that would revoke the assent of 
Virginia. But suppose it would be an expres- 
sion of the opinion of the Senate that that would 
make null the former vote of ratification, is it 
[ put the question to 


| the lawyers ofthe Senate, that a State cannot, 


after one Legislature representing it has agreed | 


'to an amendment, afterward, before three | 


fourths of the States have agreed to it and thus 
make it a part of the Constitution of the United 


States, choose another Legislature which would | 


express iis dissent before it had become a part 
of the Federal Government? Is this so abso- 
lutely certain that it is not proper for us to 
adopt any precautions against it that we have 
itin our power to adopt. [Iam not going to 
say whether this thing can be done or not, but 





| Congress into this Union.’’ 


guage ?—upon equal terms, 

Mr. HAMLIN. May admit new States jn;, 
the Union. Nothing is said about 
terms.”’ 

Mr. WILLIAMS. ‘New States may |, 
admitted by the Congress into this Union.”' 

Mr. HOWE. ‘That is all there is of j:, | 
have heard the other phrase in so many speeches 
that I thought it was in the Constitution. 

Mr. HAMLIN. ‘That is the language wi,) 
out the speeches. 

Mr. HOWE. I owe an apology to the Soy 
ate for having accepted political speeches jy 
lieu of the text of the Constitution ; but reajjy 
I thought there was something of that sort j, 
the Constitution. Then the Constitution simply 
says that we may admit new States into tho 
Union. ‘‘ NewStates may be admitted by tie 
I Suppose there 
will not be any doubt but what new States can 
be kept out of the Union; and I suppose i: 
will not be denied that so long as territory and 
people belonging to the United States are kept 
out of the Union, in the sense in which those 
words are used there, the Congress of the 
United States must provide for the government 
of them. If we can govern absolutely the Ter. 
ritory of Wyoming; if we can make all laws, 
as undoubtedly we may, for the regulation of 
the concerns of that people until she is admit. 
ted into the Union ;if we can appoint her ['x- 


a 
equal 


| ecutives, her judicial tribunals, make either 


her Legislatures or make her laws, as we choose, 
if wecan do that just as long as we please—and 
does any one question it?—can we not do les; 
than that atany time? Can we not to-morrow 
provide that Wyoming may choose a Legislature 
and make her own laws, make them absolutely 
if we say so; make them subject to our veto 
ifwe sayso? Ifwe have an authority to appoint 
her Governors ourselves may we not by act 
say that the people of Wyoming may appoint 
them? May we not release that power to the 
people of Wyoming? May we not also release 


| the further power to them of creating their 


I think I may say, in view of opinions to which | 


we have already listened, that it is not a per- 


| fectly settled matter that a State cannot with- 





| done it. 


| draw its ratification under those circumstances. 
Now, is this a proper precaution to adopt || 
you declare a people by act of Congress to be 


against that? I do not know how it differs 
from any other vote which the Senate has ever 
taken and which has been called a funda- 
mental condition. Ido not know that any 
Senator who objects to this proposition of the 
Senator from Missouri draws any distinction 
between it and any other proposition to which 
the Senate has ever agreed and which has 


| gone by the general name of a fundamental 
| condition. 
we can impose fundamental conditions upon 


That raises the question whether 


the admission of a State. 

Mr. POMEROY. We have tried it. 

Mr. HOWE. My friend from Kansas says 
we have tried it. We have as good evidence 
that we can do it as the justice of the peace 
had that he could try an action of ejectment. 
He said he knew he could, for he had just 
We know we can impose these fund- 
amental conditions, at least upon the evidence 
that we have done it repeatedly. It will not 
make our case any worse if we do it again. 

After all, Mr. President, what is the objec- 








own judicial tribunals and making their own 
judges? May we not release just as much o! 
this power of government to the people of 
Wyoming as we please, and just as little of it, 


| until we finally pass the act which admits them 


into the Union as a State? 

When we pass that act what is the effect of 
it? It denominates them a State. What are 
their powers then? Certain powers the Con- 
stitution declares States shall have; and when 


a State I suppose they must be clothed with 
all the prerogatives which the Constitution in 
terms delegates to thom. You are to look to 
the Constitution to trace the boundaries be- 
tween the powers which may be exerted by the 
government of a State and the Government 0! 
the United States. Those powers are traced 
in that instrument; but you are to look to the 
laws of Congress in order to find what 's 4 
State and what is not, because the Constitution 
does not declare that any particular peop!: 
shall be a State; Congress fixes that. 

If Lam right in these propositions, if we ca" 
release just as much of this power as we please 
and just as little of it as we please to the peop!* 
of a Territory, then it seems to me that when 
we pass that final act which makes Wyoming 
a State we may impose any condition upon th 


people which is not in violation of an authority 


which the Constitutionin terms says that State 
shall have. I do not suppose we could admit 
them into the Union and say they should 
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+ be represented by two Senators in this 
shamber, for instance, because that is a pre- 
titud ‘ative which the Constitution vests in every 
ical community which we declare in terms 


ska. he a State. I suppose we could not say that 
un -hould not be represented in the Electoral 
ms ¢ College, because the Constitution says in terms 
in. | at every State shall be repre ‘sented in that 
ituti 1 ve inacertain way. But within such lim- 
ist as these it seems to me we may impose 


lan » condition that we please. But suppose we 
nose no conditions ‘dhatate or, then what is 
der of the State after you have once 
"equal 1 to admit it? 


7 pon my word, Mr. President, 





vay | prised to hear the question raised this after- 
yn,’ n n this discussion, in the year of our 
eo ord 1870, whether Virginia had ever been out 
ee ches ¢ the Union or not. Territorially speak- 
_[ do not believe Virginia has ever been | 
> Wit it 0 f{ the Union since she first came in. 
Politically speaking, if she has not been out 
e Se the Union she has been terribly abu: sed. 
hes Politically speaking, if Virginia has not been 
rea t of the Union you have wrongfully and 
sort in egally deprived her of every prerogative 
im} y which the Constitution declares that a State 
tO the hall enjoy. I supposed she had been out of 
by the ie Union. Isupposed she had ceased to be ¢ 
‘ they te within the meaning of that Constitution ; 
es can ot purely and merely by any act or fault of 
0Se it her own, but by reason of an act which the 
ry and Congress of the United States passed, and 
e key which they justified by the conduct of the 
tho te of Virginia; in other words, that the 
rf t péipla of Virginia did those things, commit- 
nment ted those crimes, so violated the Constitution | 
e Ter. of the United States, so opposed themselves | 
| laws, to the authority of the Constitution of the | 
on of United States, that the Federal Legislature was 
\dmit: compelled, in the discharge of its duty to the 
rt Kx whole people of the United States, to take 
either from the people of that locality the preroga- | 
hoo tives of a State. 

-and It was, for all the world, as when in the || 
o | State of Wisconsin a man commits certain 
orrow crimes he is prosecuted for those crimes in tri- 
lature bunals provided by the State of Wisconsin, and 
lutely if he is found guilty and the offenses are of 
* veto ufficient enormity he is taken right away from | 
ypoin the ballot-box, from his family, from all his 
by a political privileges, and is shut up in the State | 
»p prison and may be kept there for life, and he 
tot has not one of the prerogatives which the con- 
elea stitation of Wisconsin givestoits citizens. ‘The 

th ynstitution of Wisconsin says that if he isa 
r ow freeman and twenty-one years of age he may 
chi ¢ vote, but he never thinks of pleading that con- 
le ¢ utional provision when the judge proposes | 
: of it to shut him up in the State prison for life. 
them I know the Constitution of the United States 

aysthat each State shall be entitled to two votes 
et of 1 this body, and we bave heard, from the be- 
at are uning of the war down to this time, a great 
Con- ‘al about the rights of the States; there has 
when it been so much said about the duties of the 
to be States. We found, by reading the Constitution, 
with that it imposed duties upon the States just as 
‘on in such as it did upon individuals, and we found | 
ok to at certain States disregarded those duties, 
3 be- every one of them, and trampled them under 
yy the ot, and we had got to provide a remedy. 
nt of We found in the Constitution authority ex- | 
raced ressly delegated to the Congress of the United 
ro the States to do everything that was necessary and 
ig 4 proper to enforce every part of the public law. 
ution We could not think of any other way to bring | 
eop! ‘hose States back to their duty but these two: 
irst, to raise great, big, overwhelming, two- | 
e can tory armies to crush out the military force 
leas that they had raised in defense of their viola- 
eo} tions of the Constitution. That was the first 
when hing; but we knew that, large as our armies 
ming were and well disciplined as they were, they 
n th coul id not shoot any statute off our Ph voks, and 
101 while that statute remained on our books w hic h 
Sta iid that Virginia and Georgia were States, the 
dmit Arid could not interfere with them ; the Senate 
ould could not; the House of Re ‘presentatives could 
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|| was the theory on which we acted. 


I have been | 


not; but that Congress, which put itthere could, 
we thought; and we thonght it was a proper ex- 


stitution in order to bring those States within 
| the control of the Federal Government and 
see that the Constitution was enforced within 
their respective limits. So we employed the 
Army for the single purpose of crushing out the 
military force there, and then we employed the 
constitutional authority of Congress to revoke 
the political power which we had placed in 
their hands as States. 1 always supposed that 
That was 
the theory on which | acted, at all events. 
How does that bear upon the question now 
pending? If we have that authority when a 
State violates a plain injunction of the Consti- 
tution and persists in it, and you have no other 


remedy in the world and cannot contrive any | 


but this one of deposing its government, of 
declaring a forfeiture of its State prerogatives ; 
if we have that authority when we do not make 
it a fundamental condition is there any objec- 
tion in truth in the world to making ita funda- 
mental condition, and giving notice when we 
vote for their admission, ‘* Yes, come in; but 
if you perpetrate a fraud in getting in and ex- 
pose it afterward we claim the right to impose 
this correction?’’ I do not see any objec- 
tion in principle to doing that. I know, sir, 
it is very unlike anything we have been in the 
habit of doing heretofore, but we have been 
obliged to do several novel things since 1861. 
I do not believe that we have exercised any 
authority over the prerogatives of those States 

which raised the standard of rebellion that can- 
not be justified by just as clear terms in the 


of the United States has ever exerted. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Missouri 
is a practical measure. It looks to the accom- 
plishment of a particular and direct result in 
which this whole country is deeply interested. 
| It is simply a measure to prevent the commis- 

sion of afraud. As the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin hag just said, a rescission of this ratification 
| would bea fraud. It would not be a proposi- 
tion to change the constitution ofa State, where 
public opimion finally works around to a par- 
| ticular result; but having just ratified, then to 


turn around when they suppose they have the | 


| power to rescind would be to commit a fraud. 
It cannot be looked upon in any other light, 
and it does not necessarily involve the question 
of a fundamental condition. ‘e have made 
the ratification of the fifteenth amendmentacon- 

| dition of reconstruction, and it is to preserve 
that condition and to prevent the commission 

| of a fraud that this amendment is proposed ; 
and it does not necessarily involve 
of a fundamental condition. 

| If this amendment is adopted we shall 
never have to consider the question, either in 
court or in Congress, as to whether New York 
bas the power to rescind her ratification. We 

| shall never have to consider it, for the reason 
that there will be acomplete ratification of the 
fifteenth amendment without the vote of New 


York. I believe that New York has no such 
ower. But, sir, that is the only one of all 
} ; y 


the questions, in my judgment, that have ever 
been raised against these amendments that is 
even debatable. I have never heard a plaus- 
ible argument made yet in regard to the ques- 
tion of coercion; I have never heard a plaus- 
ible argument made yet as to the necessity of 
every State being represented in Congress 
when an ameygdment is proposed. The only 
question that seems to me to be at all debat- 


| able is the question as to whether a State has 


the right to rescind. I believe she has not; 
but I do not want the fifteenth amendment to 
hang on that question; and if we hows pre- 





vent V ir r nia » DY adi ypliny y this ¢ endme nt, 
from rescinding her ratification we “shall never 
FY ed uj » consider that question. ‘* An 
ounce of prevention is better than a pound of 


I cure 
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ercise of the authority vested in us by the Con- 


general as its President. 


Constitution as any power that the Congress | 


the doctrine | 
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I want to say one thing further to Senators 
here this afternoon. There has been too much 
haste, in my opinion, in disclaiming the 
of Congress over States that have been recon 
structed and readmitted. Sir, we do not know 
what is before us in regard to these recon 
structed States. We sball probably have to 
deal with some of them again and right soon. 
Take the State of Tennessee, for examp) 
Only yesterday, I believe, the 


power 


constitutional 
convention assembled in that State refused to 
take an oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States. 


Mr. DRAKE. And elected a confederate 
officer as its president. 
Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir; electeda rebel! 


That, perhaps, was 
not so material as the refusal of that conven- 
tion to require its members to take an oath to 
support the Constitution of the United States. 
These and other things that have occurred in 
the State of Tennessee show to us that we may 
yet be compelled, ay, sir, for our very life as 
a nation, to deal with a reconstructed State. 
I beg Senators not to be too hasty in disclaim- 
ing Our power over areconstructed State. As 
I said this morning, if we have the power to 
set up these governments we have the power 
to protectthem. I warn Senators not now to fall 
back from the legitimate and legal sequences 
of their own doctrine. If the doctrine of 

reconstruction is right, if we have authority 
for what we have done, then we have a right 
to protect what we have done; but if we have 
no right to do that, and the reconstructed 
States have a right to overturn it, then of 
course it will be conceded that we have a right 
to begin anew and set up and build up again. 
But, in the mean time, I insist that we have just 
as good a right to preserve as we have to con 

struct. 

Mr. President, I believe that Virginia has a 
right to come in. I do not propose to delay 
her one day. She has our word for it that she 
shall come in on the performance of certain 
conditions. This amendment will not delay 
her. Itis simply to prevent the commission 
of a fraud. Sir, was not the action of Georgia 
a fraud? And I ask you if the majority of the 
men composing the Virginia Legislature are 
not alike in feeling and sympathy and p urpose 
with the majority in the Georgia Legislature 
They are the same class of men. ‘TI we Georaia 
Legislature were mistaken. ‘They thought they 
had got beyond the power of Congress, and 
they acted too hastily. Aa the Senator from 
Missouri said, they had only got half way in 
and we shut them out. 

Now, sir, the Virginia Legislature have been 
told to-day by Senators on this floor that when 
their Senators are received here and the State 
is completely admitted, according to the phrase 
that is used, then our power over them ceases. 
Understanding that, what will there be to pre- 
vent them from rescinding that ratification in 
ten days or one week after their Senators shall 
come here? Wouldtheyliketodoit? Would 
it be in consonance with their feelings? Sir, 
it would be in consonance with their feelings, 
and we know it. Is there any Senator on this 
floor bold enough to say he does not think so? 


And would it not be in consonance with the 
feelings of the whole Democratic party, North 


and South, that they should do it ’ 

Then, sir, if they have the power to do it and 
if it is their wish and their feeling to do it would 
it not be a measure of common prudence, such 
as a man of ordinary sense would take in his 
own business, now when we have the thing in 
our hands to adopt a simple precautionary 
measure, one that can do no harm but may do 
much good? If we adopt this measure we 


know that they will not do it, and the vote of 
Virginia for the fifteenth amendment will never 
be subje ct to any reasonable objection; for all 
the other objections that have been made 
consider as nothing 

Now, I appeal to Republicans, [ appeal to 
those who not only desire the success of the 
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fifteenth amendment, but who desire the final 
pacification and reconstruction of the South, 
not to abjure their power in too much haste. 
efore this session is ended we may be called 
upon to deal with one of these States, and I 
hope Senators will not commit themseélves on 
the record to a line of policy which will prevent 
them from dealing with such States. 

Then, Mr. President, there can be no objec- 
tion to the adoption of this amendment. I 
maintain the doctrine that if it shall be essen- 
tial, or if those States shall violate the great 
fundamental condition upon which they come 
in, they will not be beyond our reach, Sir, if 
we admit that they are beyond our reach, then 
the work of reconstruction isin vain. It is not 
improbable that the political power in all of 
those States may finally pass into the hands 
of men who have been rebels; and if they un- 
derstand that they are beyond our power have 
we any security as to what they will or will not 
do? Let us, however, act for the present; let 
us secure one thing at a time, believe in 
practical legislation. I believe in the officer 
thatean gainavictory. I believe in the states- 
man that can doathing. Now, sir, the great 
thing to be accomplished, of more political 


ply too many of them. 
Congress has not the power. 
and now is the time to exercise it and ‘* make 
assurance double sure.’’ 

While I feel so grateful to my friend from 
Indiana for what he has said, he will allow me 
to express my dissent from another proposi- 
tion of his. 
under our reconstruction acts to admit Vir- 
ginia. I deny it. 

Mr. MORTON. 
one moment? 

Mr. SUMNER, Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. I donot pretend that there 
is any clause in the reconstruction acts which 
inexpress words requires us to admit Virginia 
upon the compliance with certain conditions ; 
but what I mean to say is that there went forth 
with those laws an understanding to the coun- 
try, as clear and distinct as if it had been writ- 
ten in the statute, that upon a full and honor- 
able compliance with them those States should 
be admitted. I will ask my friend from Mas- 


Will the Senator allow me 


|| sachusetts if that understanding did not exist? 


importance than anything else, is to secure the | 


ratification of the fifteenth amendment. It is 
the great peace measure. It will afford more 
ecurity than any other reconstruction measure 
for the final peace of the whole South. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I have but 
one word to say, and it is one of gratitude to 
the Senator from Indiana for the complete 
adhesion which he now makes to a principle 


of constitutional law which I have no doubt is | 


unassailable. ‘The Congress of the United 
States will have forevermore the power to pro- 
tect reconstruction. No one of these States 
by anything that it may do hereafter can es- 
cape from that far-reaching power. I call it 
fur-reaching—it will reach just as far as the 
endeavor to counteract it; it is coextensive 
with the Constitution itself. I have no doubt 
of it, and I am delighted that the distinguished 
Senator from Indiana has given to it the sup- 
port of his authority. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to ask my friend 
for information, because I feel as he does about 
it, what he will say to the power of Congress 


| tion. 


Mr. SUMNER. My answer to the Senator 
is found in the last section of the act authoriz- 
ing the submission of the constitution of these 
States, as follows: 

“That the proceedings in any of said States shall 
not be deemed final or operate as a complete restor- 


ation thereof until their action respectively shall be | 


approved by Congress.”’ 


What is the meaning of that? The whole 
case is brought before Congress for considera- 


circumstances under which these 


'| justly give to them our approval. Is that vain 


| language ? 
| pose? 
| deception? 
| there with a view to a practical result, to meet 


Was it not introduced for a pur- 
Was it merely for show? Was it for 
Was ita cheat? No, sir; it was 


| precisely the case now before the Senate. That 


when a different political majority, assuming 


that to be possible, in after years shall begin 
to legislate the other way and undo what we 
are trying to do now? 

Mr. SUMNER. I said ‘*to protect recon- 
struction,’’ not to destroy reconstruction. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
without the power to repeal them? 

Mr. SUMNER. The power to protect re- 
construction, to protect the rights of loyal 
men under our reconstruction laws; thatis the 
power which I claim for Cougress always. I 


| fairly complied with. 


| 18 a seeming compliance with the requirements 


of our reconstruction policy, but a failure in 
substance. 

Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator allow me 
to ask him one question ? 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. Lask him if the purport 
of that language is not substantially this: that 


after all these things have been done by the | 


States it is for Congress to judge whether the 
conditions have been fully, substantially, and 
It is very possible that 
conditions might subsequently arise even where 


|| those terms had been complied with that would 


The power to enact laws | 


ain unwilling that any one shall do anything to | 


ubnegate it, to diminish it, to impair it in any 
way. It is one of the sacred powers of this 
Covernment. 

And now, sir, in reply to another suggestion, 
the suggestion that came from my friend from 
Wisconsin, [Mr. Carrenter,] why adopt the 
amendment of the Senator from Missouri? ‘To 


make the admission of the State improper. 
But was not that the understanding we had, 
and was not that the understanding upon which 
the South acted in regard to the meaning and 


| effect of that language? 


Mr. SUMNER. Ifthe South acted on that 
understanding they were mistaken. I think 
Iam in a condition to say that such was not 


| the understanding of those who had the most 


'| to do with the drawing of that bill. 


I satina 


'committee which dratted the first important 


| bill, entitled ‘‘ An act to provide for the more 


efficient government of the rebel States,’’ and 


| 1 know the origin of every sentence of that 


iy mind the answer is very clear, and it is | 


given by an authority that my friend I know 
will not question, by Shakespeare when he 
speaks to us of the necessity of making ‘‘as- 
surance double sure.’’ That is my authority: 
that is law; it is reason; it is poetry, too. 1 
would ‘‘make assurance double sure ;’’ and 
now what are the two assurances I would have? 

l‘irst, every effort by a State such as has 
been made in Ohio or in New York is abso- 
lutely void and of no effect. 
nothing; it 1s absurd; it is a constitutional 
ridiculosity. And yet, with that conviction | 
have no hesitation in saying that it is the duty 
of Congress to provide as many additional 
assurances on that important question as pos- 
sible; if you please, to shingle over this bill 


It amounts to | 


bill, and I know how it was discussed in the 
committee, 

Mr. STEWART. 
attention to the first bill, which said in so many 
words that when they had done these things 
they should be admitted. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. They refused to be admit- 
ted under that, 

Mr. STEWART. They refusedto be admit- 
ted under that, and the Judiciary Committee 
prepared the second law. 

Mr. SUMNER. Now I will read what was 
in the bill of March 2, 1867, entitled *‘ An act 


| to provide for the more efficient government 


] 
| 


of the rebel States.’’ It declares in the pre- 
amble that ‘it is necessary that peace and 
good order should be enforced in said States’’ 


with fundamental! conditions; you cannot ap- |! —strong language that—‘‘ until loyal and re- 


T will eall the Senator’s | 
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Let it not be said that | 
It has the power, | 


He says that we are now bound || 





We are to look into it and consider the || 
elections | 
have taken place, and see whether we can 














| so you may go through all these reconstruc 


| suffrage in the Senate.”’ 
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publican State governments can be | 
established.’’ ‘That is what Congress 
require. To that end Congress must look into 
the circumstances of the case; it must pom 
sider what the condition of the people there jc 
whether this new government is loyal, whethe. 
it is in the hands of loyal people. To tha: 
duty Congress is summoned by its very levisla 
tion; the duty is laid down in advance: »,, 


> and 


eral, 
Bally 


IS ty 


ler 


lor 
statutes and you will find that under all of them 
the whole subject is brought back ultimately ;,, 
the discretion of Congress. This whole éy)},. 
ject now is in the discretion of Congress, | 
trust that Congress will exercise it so that ]if, 


| and liberty and property shall be safe. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, I presuy, 
allusion was made to me by the Senator fro» 
Indiana when he admonished Senators noi +, 
be too hasty in disclaiming power and jurisdic. 


| tion over the States lately in insurrection, | 


do not propose to commit myself upon thi, 
occasion to any future course of action in refer. 
ence to those States, and I am as anxious ty 


| protect the reconstruction measures of Coy 


gress as the Senator can be; but it does yo; 
necessarily follow that there is no limitation 
whatever upon the action of Congress. 

Now, sir, I make a specific objection, a con. 
stitutional objection to this amendment, and 
like most objections of that kind in this body, 
it is overwhelmed with a torrent of eloquence, 
and a very thrilling appeal to the Republicans 
of this body. Sir, when the Senators from Vir. 
ginia take their seats in this Chamber Virginia 
isa State. Can any political community } 
represented in the Senate of the United States 
that is not a State? Can a Territory be rep 
resented in the Senate? Can one of those 
States that we treat as subject to the legisla. 
tive jurisdiction of Congress in all respects be 
entitled to representation inthis body? This 
amendment proposes to allow Senators from 
the State of Virginia to take their seats in this 
body as Senators from the State of Virginia, 
and then it proposes if the Legislative Assembly 
of Virginia shall perform a certain act prohil) 
ited by this amendment, to eject and expel those 
Senators from this body. ‘The Constitution of 
the United States provides that ‘no State with- 
out its consent shall be deprived of its equal 
When Virginia is re- 
stored to representation, when her Represent: 
atives, pursuant to this legislation, take their 
seats in the House of Representatives, and her 
Senators take their seats in this body, Virginia 
is a State, and I deny that Congress has any 
power under the Constitution to deprive Vir- 
ginia of her equal suffrage in the Senate. 

I do not pretend upon this occasion, because 
it is not necessary, to controvert the proposi- 
tion that Congress may impose fundamental 
conditions upon the admission of a State. | 
have many misgivings upon that question, but 
I deny that Congress can impose conditions 
that are directly in conflict with the Constitu- 
tion of the UnitedStates. Suppose that when 
Nebraska applied for admission into the Union 
some of the Senators representing the large 
States, believing that there was not equal rep- 
resentation in this body, had required a con- 
dition that Nebraska should have only one 
Senator in the Senate of the United States; 
Nebraska would, no doubt, have been admitted 
under that legislation; her Representatives 
would have taken their seats in the other body 
and her one Senator in this body; but who 
doubts that if that fundamental condition had 
ever been brought before any respectable court 
of justice it would have been declared void as 
in violation of the Constitution of the United 
States ? 

Now, this is the point that I make, inde- 
pendent of the other objection, for I claim that 
this will be construed as an implication that a 
State may rescind its ratification; but inde- 
pendent of that objection I say that you propose 
as a fundamental condition to the admission 0! 
this State a condition which is absolutely in 
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nflict with the Constitution of the United 
_ | am astonished that any Senator 

id contend upon the floor of this body that 
Stat » may be admitted into this Union upon 
- f ndamental condition that she shall have no 

sentation in Congress upon the happening 
‘tain contingency. 

Why, sir, the Constitution gives absolutely 

every State a right to representation in both 

-anches of Congress, and if she has not that 

pre sentation she is no State; and when Con- 
re ss undertakes under any circumstances or 
under any conceivable condition of things to 
Ly i at a State which is a State in all other 
ts and for all other purposes shall not 
i r Senators and her Representatives in 
Congress it violates the Constitution of the 
United States, or it is impossible to violate that 
Constitution. 

It will not do, it strikes me, to answer this 
proposition by any eloquent allusions to the 
iistory of reconstruction or to the course of the 
rebels. I fully sympathize with all that Sen- 
tors say upon that subject. Nor do I under- 

stand that any one who opposes this proposition 
n any way withdraws from the position here- 
t tof sre taken in reference to reconstruction. I 

tand upon that subject where I have always 
tood. But whoever heard before, since the 
formation of this Government, ot any propo- 
sition as a fandamental condition to the ad- 
nission of a State that in any contingency her 
Senators and Representatives should be kicked 
out of Congress ? 

Sir, it is this new proposition to which I 
object; and while it may be true that hereafter 
Congress may be required to deal with the 
States that have been restored, to use the lan- 
guage of the Senator from Indiana, the time 
will never come in the history of this country, 
30 long as this Constitution stands, when we 
can say to the Senators or Representatives of 
a State occupying their seats in Congress, ‘‘ Go 
rence! Leave this body! You have no right 
to oceupy seats here! ”’ 
people; we may do that which is necessary 
to protect life, liberty, and property ; we may 
secure to the people, if they are deprived of a 
republican form of government, the right to 
that kind of government; but it is going too 
far to say that a majority of the States or any 
number of the States can deprive a minority 
of their representation in Congress. I hope, 
sir, that position never will be taken, and I 
hope that the exigencies of the country never 
will require us to occupy such a position. 

[ have suggested, and I will repeat, what 
seems to me to be all that is necessary upon 
this subject, and that is for Congress to enact 
in connection with this measure a clause de- 
claring that the fifteenth amendment has been 
ratified by the Legislature of Virginia; for if 
ihe Legislature of Virginia can repeal its own 
it cannot repeal the legislation of Congress. 
the measure with the amendment I have 
gested, as we assume the right to legislate 
for Virginia, we declare in this act of admission 
that she has duly ratified the fifteenth amend- 
ment to the Constitution, and that fixes it by 
the legislation of Congress; and whatever her 
subsequent course may be it will not affect the 
validity of that legislation. It seems to me 
that this will answer every purpose; and cer 
tainly it is free from many of the objections that 
exist to the amendment of the Senator from 
Missouri. 


MESSAGE FROM THE JIOUSE. 


act 
2) 
By 
suf 


r 


_A message from the House of Representa- 

tives, by Mr. McePue RSON, ils Clerk, announced 

that the House had passed a joint resolution 

(Hl. R. No. 107) authorizing the issue of 

blankets to enlisted men of company B, tenth 
infantry, to replace others destroyed by fire ; 
n which it requested the concurrence of the 
nate, 


ROLLIN WHITE—VETO MESSAGE, 


} 
Qa 
~ 


A mess: age was received from the President 
f the United Sts utes, by Mr. Horace Porrver, 


THE CON 


We may deal with the | 


= 


his Secretary, returning to the Senate, in which 
House it originated, the bill (S. No. 2738) for 
the relief of Rollin White, with his objections 
thereto in writing. 

Mr. WILSON. Imovethatthe further con- 
sideration of the question before the Senate be 
postponed, for the purpose of taking up the 
message of the President returning a billto the 
Senate with his objections. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the pending business will be inform- 
ally passed over without losing its place, and 
the Chair will submit to the Senate the veto 
message of the President. 

Mr. STEWART. 
Virginia bill laid aside 
informally. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair only 
suggested that it be laid aside informally until 
the Chair could cate) the veto message of 
the President of the United States. 

Mr. STEWART. Very well. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The 
will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows : 

To the Senate of the United States 

I return herewith without my approval Senate 
bill No, 273, entitled “An act for the relief of Rollin 
White,” for the reasons set forth in the ace ompany- 


ing pone Te te a oa dated December 11, 186, from 
the chief of ordnance. ea a 
S. GRANT. 


unless it be simply 


message 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, . 
Wasuineton, D. C., January 11, 1870. 


Mr. SHERMAN. It is not worth while to 
read all those communications. I move that 
the bill and the message and documents be 
referred to the committee from which the bill 
was reported. I do not know what committee 
that was. 

Mr. FERRY. I understand, though I was 
not here at the time, that the bill came from 
the Committee on Patents, and therefore that 
is the committee to which it should now go. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the message and papers will be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on 
Patents. There being no objection, they were 
referred. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
message been read ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It has been, but 
there are eight or ten accompanying papers. 
The Senate now resumes the consideration of 
the joint resolution declaring Virginia entitled 
to representation in Congress. 

Mr. THAYER. 1 move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Will the Senator from 
Nebraska withdraw his motion fora moment? 
I wish to make an inquiry about this veto. 

Mr. THAYER. 1 will yield the floor for 
that purpose. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. My friend from Massa- 
chusetts [ Mr. Witson] understood that it was 
respectful to the President that we should at 
once hear the veto message read. Now, after 
the veto message has been read, a motion is 
made andit is understood to be carried, I think 
without a vote, to refer it to a committee. I 
wish to inquire of the Chair whether such a 
thing as the referring of a veto message to a 
committee has ever occurred in the history of 
legislation before? ‘The Constitution says that 
the House to which the veto is sent shall pro- 
ceed to reconsider the bill. Now, is it usual to 
refer a veto message ? 

Mr. SHERMAN and Mr. STEWART. It 
is a private bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The principle isthe same 
in reference to a private bill as a public bill, 

Mr. WILSON. I think the papers had 
better be printed, and lie on the table. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. ‘lhe Chair will 
answer the inquiry of the Senator from Illinois, 
as it has been addressed tohim. The Chair is 
of opinion that the Senator from Illinois con- 
strues the Constitution correctly. He is famil- 
iar with the clause to which he bas referred. 
The experience of the last few years has made 
all who have been connected with public 


Has the whole of the 


I object to having the 
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affairs familiar with it. The Constitution says 
that the obje eee of the President shall be 
entered on the Journal of the House to which 
he returns the bill, and that the body shall 
proce ed to reconsider the bill. Butthe € hair, 
in entertaining the motion to refer to a com- 
mittee, only followed a precedent of the Senate. 
A message was received by the Senate from 


|| the last President of the United States, Mr. 


Johnson, returning with his objections a bill 
admitting Colorado into the Union, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Territories, 
and, according to the recollection of the Chair, 
was never reported back by the committee. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think that is an im- 
proper practice. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is, however, 
a precedent of the Senate, and therefore the 
Chair conformed to it by entertaining the 
motion to refer. 

Mr. WILSON. Lhope the message will go 
upon thetable, and be printed with the accom- 
panying papers, and after they are printed we 
can take it up and act upon it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair was 
about to state when the motion to refer was 
made that in his opinion that motion was not 
a proper one in accordance with the Constitu- 
tion, but the precedent has been the other way 
and therefore the Chair did not decline toenteyr- 
tain the motion. One or two other veto mes- 
sages have been referred in this body. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. [think it is an improper 
course of proceeding. 

Mr. THAYER. I move to reconsider the 
vote on the reference of the message. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. POMEROY. Imove now thatthe mes- 
sage lie on the table, and be printed with the 
accompanying papers. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the question will be put at once on 
the motion of the Senator from Kansas. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Irise to submit an amend 
ment to the pending bill with regard to tix 
admission of Virginia, and to ask that it b: 
printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendmen: 
will be received informaliy, and ordered to be 
printed, if there be no objection, 

Mr. THAYER. I have been requested by 
several Senators to modify my motion, and to 
move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 


| eration of executive business. I make that 


motion. 


The motion was agreed to; and after some 


| time spent in executive session the doors were 


reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Turspay, January 11, 1870. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burien. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 


Prayer 


ADMISSION OF VIRGINIA. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair whether there is not an error in the 
Journal of yesterday’s proceedings in reference 
to the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the House ordered the main question on my 
joint resolution for the admission of the State 
of Virginia? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Brineuam] desires to call attention to the 
Journal as made up by the Journal clerk in 
reference to the vote upon the joint resolution 
for the admission of Virginia to representation 
in Congress. Upon an actual transfer of the 
names of those voting on the motion of the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BenJamin } to 
reconsider the vote by which the main que 
tion was ordered upon the passage of the joint 
resolution introdac ed by the g ‘ntleman from 
Ohie, [Mr. Bixenam,] it was found that the 
he Speaker's vote was 
nvyen, im the 


vote was 77 to 77 
recorded “as ! 


was originally 








rative, the vote having been a tie, which 
eated the motion to reconsider. The rule 
f the [louse, which the Chair will have read 


y the Clerk, will explain the method in which 
Journal clerk proceeded to make up his 
urnal. 
the Clerk read as follows: 
‘All proceedings of the House subsequent to the 
rroneous announcement of a vote, which would have 
n irregular if such vote had been correctly an- 
sunced, are to betreated as a nullity and are not to 
entered on the Journal.” 
The SPEAKER. The Journal clerk has 
ire made up the Journal with absolute 
rrectness. ‘lhe Chair does not understand 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bixeuam] to 
lave risen for the purpose of moving a cor- 
rection of the Journal. 
Mr. BINGUAM. No, sir; I merely wished 
to call attention to the matter in order that the 


peaker might have an opportunity to make | 


the statement which he has made. 


The SPEAKER, 


proceedings of the Ilouse based upon that 
errorare null and void, under the rule just read. 
| he joint resolution is, therefore, still before the 
llouse. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I am informed that the 


Committee on Reconstruction are prepared to | 


report a bill for the admission of the State of 
Virginia to representation in Congress, and to 
et un early day for its consideration ; and that 
f | will withdraw my pending joint resolution, 
by consent of the House I shall have an oppor- 
tunity to offer it as a substitute for whatever 
Lill that committee may report. 

Mr. RANDALL. IL rise to a question of 
privilege : 

Mir. COX. Teall for the reading of the Jour- 

I want to see how this matter stands on 
the Journal, 

Phe SPEAKER. There is no motion pend- 

rto correct the Journal. 

Mr. COX. Still I would like to have it read. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 
portion of the Journal relating to this question. 

he Clerk read as follows: 

Mr. Binauam, on leave, introduced a joint reso- 
lution declaring Virginia entitled to representation 
in Congress; which was read a firstand second time, 
ordered to be engrossed and read athird time. Being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

* The question being on its passage, Mr. LBinGiwaM 
moved the previous question; which was seconded, 

ud the main question ordered to be put ; when. 

“Mr. Bengamin moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the main question was ordered; and 
the question being put, there appeared—yeas 77, 
neys 77. TheSpeaker voted in the negative. 

**So the louse reiused to reconsider the said vote, 

Mr. PAINE. I ask the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Bincuam] to yield to me for one 
moment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will do so. 

Mr. PAINE. I wish to state to the House— 
and I believe the statement will obviate all 
difficulty on this subject—that the Reconstruce- 
tion Committee have this morning agreed upon 


a bill to admit the State of Virginia, which is | 


now in the hands of the gentleman from Illi- 
uois, [Mr. Farnsworrn,] the senior member 
of the committee now present in the city, and 
have instructed him to report it this morning 
and to allow the widest possible liberty for de- 
hate and for amendment. In view of this cir- 


cumstance and of the fact that my friend from 


Ohio | Mr. Brnonam] has indicated his willing- 
ness to withdraw his resolution, I trust no objec- 


tion will be interposed by any member of the 


llouse to the solution of this difficulty. 
Mr. BINGHAM. In announcing my readi- 


ness to withdraw my resolution I accompanied | 


it with the statement, which the gentleman 
doubtless observed, that when the report shall 
he made I shall claim the privilege of offering, 
as a substitute for the report of the committee, 
my resolution. 

‘Mr. PAINE. 
have the rieht. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


pose of making a privileged report. 


Certainly ; the gentleman will 


1 rise for the pur- 
The Com- 


‘Lhe annountement of the | 
vote having been erroneous, all the subsequent | 


mittee on Reconstruction, who have leave to 
report at any time, have instructed me to re- 
port a bill to admit the State of Virginia to 
representation in the Congress of the United 
states. 

TheSPEAKER. Before the gentleman can 
submit his report the question pending before 
the House must be disposed of. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Ihavealready stated tha 
I will, with the consent of the House, with- 


draw my resolution if it be understood that I | 


shall be allowed to offer it as a substitute for 


the bill which may be reported by the Com- | 


mittee on Reconstruction. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman 
Ohio [Mr. Bincuam] asks unanimous consent 


from | 


to withdraw the joint resolution introduced by | 


him yesterday. 
Chair hears none. 
his joint resolution; and it is not before the 
House. 

Mr. COX. Are we to understand that the 
bill which the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 


Is there objection ? 


The | 
The gentleman withdraws | 


l'anNswortH] proposes to report is the same | 
in substance as the resolution of the gentle- | 


man from Ohio? 
The SPEAKER. 


ation on that point. 


The Chair has no inform- 
The gentleman from 


Ohio has, by unanimous consent, withdrawn || 
‘The Chair now recognizes the | 


his resolution. 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farnsworrn, } 
who rises to submit areport from the Commit- 
tee on Reconstruction, which has leave to re- 
port at any time. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH, from the Committee 
on Reconstruction, reported a bill (H. Rt. No. 
783) to admit the State of Virginia to repre- 
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have the same validity as if mado by previous 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Lam instructed py 
the Commiteee on Reconstruction to ask ths: 
the further considération of the bill be post. 
poned until to-morrow, and ordered to j 
printed. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire, before the bi! jc 
postponed, to move my amendment to it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Lamalso instructeq 
by the committee to say that we shall allow reg. 


| sonable opportunity foramendment and debate. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I ask the gentleman to 


allow me to offer my amendment now, so that 


it may be printed with the bill. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Certainly. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move the following 
+: Picea be printed in connection with the 
dill : 


Strike out all after the enacting clauses, and jn 
lieu thereof insert the following :. 
‘That the said State of Virginia is entitled to rep. 


| resentation in the Congress of the United States, 


| sentation in Congress; which was read a first | 
and second time, 


‘The bill was read, as follows: 


Whereas the people of Virginia have adopted a 
constitution republican in form, and by its provis- 
ions assuring the equality of right in all citizens of 
the United States before the law; and whereas the 


Congress of the United States have received assur- | 
ances and are assured that the people of Virginia, | 


and especially those heretofore in insurrection 
against the United States, have renounced all claims 


of any right of secession in a State, and that they | 
are now well disposed to the Government of the | 


United States and will support and defend the Con- 


stitution thereof, and will carry out, in letter and | 


spirit, the provisions and requirements of tho Con- 

stitution submitted under the reconstruction acts of 

Cone. ss and ratified by the people of Virginia; 
herefore, 

Be it enacted, &e., That the State of Virginia is 
entitled to representation in Congress as a State of 
the Union, under the constitution ratified on the 6th 
day of July, 1869, upon the following fundamental 
conditions: 

First. That no person shall hold any office, civil or 
military, in saidState who shall not have taken and 
subseribed one of the following oaths or affirmations, 
namely: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I 
have never taken an oath as a member of Congress 
or as an oflicer of the United States, or as a member 
of any State Legislature, or as an executive or judi- 
cial officer of any State, to support the Constitution 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that the pj! 
and amendment be ordered to be printed, and 
their further consideration be postponed unt! 
to-morrow after the morning hour. 

Mr. ELDRIDGLK. Will not that interfere 
with the appropriation bill set down for to- 
morrow ? 

The SPEAKER. That will be the special 
order if the House goes into Committee ot 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BROOKS of New York. I do not think 
that any appropriation bill should be sacri- 


| ficed for any such bill as this one. An appro- 


| priation bill is of far more importance thanany ~~ 


such proposition. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Any appropriation bil! 
is of far more importance than this one, wit! 
the conditions it imposes upon the people of 
Virginia. In my view,sir, those conditions are 


_ abominable. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I do not desire to 
have any debate on the bill at the present 
time. I ask that the bill and amendment be 
printed, and if there be objection to the post- 
ponement until to-morrow | will enter a motion 
to recommit, which I can call up at any time. 
While such is not a part of my instructions, | 


| will enter a motion to recommit. 


Mr.. PAINE. The only difficulty I see in 


| the way is, that the committee may not meetin 


|| time. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I only enter the 


| motion to recommit, and will withdraw it 


| of the United States and thereafter engaged in in- | 
| surrection or rebellion against the same, orgivenaid 
es 


| orcomfort to the enemies thereof;’”’ or, 


do sol- 
emnly swear (or affirm) that I have been relieved 


| trom disability by an act of Congress, as provided for 


by the third section of the fourteenth article of the 
amendments of the Constitution of the United 
States.” 

Second, That the constitution of said State shall 
never beso amended or changed as to deprive any 


| citizen or class of citizens of the United States of the 


right to vote or hold office in said State who are en- 
titled to vote or hold oflice 7 said constitution, ex- 
cept as a punishment for such 

onies at common law, whereof they shall have been 
duly convicted under laws equally applicable to all 


| the inhabitants of said State, or to prevent any per- 


son on account of race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude trom serving as a juror or participating 
equally in the school fund or school privileges pro- 
vided for in said constitution: Provided. That any 
alteration of said constitution, equally applicable to 
all the voters of said State, may be made with regard 
to the time and place of residence of said voters. 

Third, That all persons who shall at the time when 
said constitution shall take effect hold or exercise 
the functions of any executive, administrative, or 
judicial office in said State by the appoinment or 
authority of the district commander shall continue 
to discharge the duties of their respective offices 
until their. successors, or those upon whom such 
duties shall under said constitution devolve, are 
duly chosen or appointed and qualified. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the election 
of United States Senators by the General Assembly 
of said State on the 19th day of October, 1859, shall 


crimes as are now fel- | 


| payment of pensions. 


when the bill has been printed. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. The appropriation bill 
which will come up to-morrow is the pension 
appropriation bill, and I think it will not take 
up half an hour’s time. It is a matter about 
which there can be no controversy, as the Dill 
only proposes to appropriate money for the 
I can see no reason 
why we should not consider this bill to-morrow. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to inquire of the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworri| 
whether his purpose is really to recommit, or 


| whether he desires to bring the bill up, with: 


, tion. 


draw his motion to recommit, and pass the bill. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. That is my inten: 
My object is to have the bill called up. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. It is a mere form, then. 
There is no good faith in the proposition to 
recommit. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
form. 

Mr. COX. I desire to give notice of an 
amendment that I will move, to strike out all 
that portion of the bill which undertakes to 


Yes; it is a mere 


_ make any laws of the State of Virginia irrevo- 
| cable. 


Mr. WOOD. I give notice that I propose 
to make an amendment to strike out all alter 
the first section. I think this amendment will 
cover that of my colleague, [Mr. Cox. ] 

TheSPEAKER. To preventany misappre 
hension the Chair will state that merely enter- 
ing notice to recommit will give uo privilege. 
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Nat when the gentleman from Illinois makes a 
sotion to reconsider, that will give him the 

ivilege 

“Mr. SC HENCK. I desire to understand 
stinetly the position of thismatter. Thegen- 

man from Illinois makes a motion to recom- 

+ the bill. Do I understand that when the 

il comes up for reconsideration he can with- 
rawthat motion? If not, bis motion will pre- 
nt ide amendment and will send the bill away 

m the possession of the House. As we now 

have it before the House, I desire to keep it 
here; and unless I understand that the gen- 

man from Illinois is to withdraw the motion 
to recommit, I will move to lay the motion to 
ecommit on the table. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Ihave already stated 
sat at the proper time I propose to withdraw 
iat motion. I desire to allow the largest rea- 
nable latitude for amendments. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I am satisfied. 

uestion being taken on the motion order- 
1 ol and amendments to be recommitted 
to bes Committee on Reconstruction, and to be 
printed, it was agreed to. 
~ Mr. FARNSWORTH. Inow entera motion 
to reconsider that vote. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. 
he regular order of business. 


heq 


T call for 


PAYMENT OF PENSIONS. 


he regular order was the business pending 
when the House adjourned yesterday, which 
was the bill (H. R. No. 547) to define the duties 
of pension agents and prescribe the manner of 
paying pensions, and the motion of Mr. Law- 
RENCE, that the bill be recommitted with in- 


structions so to amend it as to provide for | 


the payment of pensions in every county in 
each State and Territory free of expense to 
the pensioners. 

On this amendment the yeas and nays had 
heen ordered. 

Mr. RANDALL. Before the question is 
put [ask unanimous consent to ask the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] whether 

iny report has been received from the Post- 
master General showing the feasibility of pay- 
ing these pensions through the money-order 
system ? 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I am not aware of any 
such report having been received. But I know 
that we pay sums in the money-order offices, 
from one dollar up, to all classes of people, 
all over the country, and I believe we have 
wisdom and capacity enough to devise a sys- 
tem which will do the same thing for every 
pensioner in the country. 

Mr. RANDALL. Ihope the gentleman will 
ake measures to obtain from the Postmaster 
reneral some report on the subject. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I will. 

The question being taken on the motion of 
Mr. Lawrence, to recommit the bill with 
instructions, there were—yeas 100, nays 
not voting 58; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Archer, 
beck, Biggs, Bingham, Boyd, 
Buck, Buekley, Buftinton, 
( eveland, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, Conger, 
Cowles, Cox, Crebs, Dawes, Dickey, Dickinson, 
Dixon, Dockery, Donley, Dox, Duval, Ela, Eldridg¢ 
| msworth, Ferry, Fisher, Getz, Gilfillan, Golla- 
lay, ne, Griswold, Haight, Hale, Hamill, Ham- 

ae “iaeiten. Iloar, Hoge, Hooper, Ingersoll, 
Jeneckes, Johnson, Kelley, Knott, Lawrence, Mar- 
‘hall, Mayham, Me ‘Cormick, McCrary, MeGrew, 
lereur, William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel 
Morrill, Mungen, Negley, Niblack, Packard, 
Pucker, Palmer Pomeroy, Prosser, Randall, Read- 

, itice, Sargent, Schenck, Schumaker, Scofield, 
mel A, Sheldon, Slocum, John A. Smith, Jos. 
“inith, Stevens, Stevenson, Stone, Stou ghton, 


te 
\ 
re 
\ 


Arnell, 
George M. Brooks, 
Burr, Calkin, Cessna, 


Bailey, 


~wann, Townsend, awtenell, Upson, Van Trump, 
W ar bf Pode alader Washburn, Wells, Wheeler, 
Wi Eugene M. WW ilson, Winans, Winchester, 


W oor and W oodw: ard—101. 
\ oe —M essrs. Amble r, Asper, Beaman, Benja- 
in, Bennett. Bird, Blair, Burchard, Burdett, Church- 


» Clarke, Cook, Cullom, Davis, Ferriss, Finkeln- 
surg Kitch, Hawley, Ilay, Alexander H. Jones, 
+ aes Moines ys Knapp, Laflin, Logan, Louchridge, 

ynard, McCarthy, Jesse H. Moore, Myers,O’ Neill, 


toy > 
rth, Paine 


D 
noots 


Poland, 
Smith, 


Stokes, Strong 


Peters, Pire Ips, 
Shanks, Willi: um) os 
“mith, Starkweather, 


Potter, Rogers, 
Worthington C, 
, sweeney, Taffe, 


THE 
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Tann Trimble, Tyner, Van Horn, Welker, and 
Wilkins 
NOT VOT [NG- Messrs. Allison, Ames, Armstrong, 


Axtell, Banks, Barnum, Beatty. 
Bowen, James Brooks, Benjamin F. 


Benton, Boles 
Butler, Roder- 





ick R. Butler, Cake, Coburn, Deweese, Dyer, lox, 
Garfield, Haldeman, Hambleton, Hays, Heaton, 
lieflin, Hill, Hoag. Holman, Hotchkiss, Thomas 
L.. Jones, Julian, Kellogg, Kerr, Ketcham, Lash, 
Lynch, MeNet y. Eliakim il. Moore, Morgan, Mor- 
rissey, R ore Sanford, uwyer, Porter Sheldon, 


She rrod, William Smy th. Stiles, Strader, Strickland, 
Tillman, Van Auken, Voorhees, William B. Wash- 
burn, Whittemore, Williams, John T Wilson, and 


W itcher—d7. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LAWRENCE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was recommitted; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

Lhe latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour now 
commences, and reports are in order from the 


Committee on Military Affairs. 


| of War to ca 


| ted States 


BLANKETS FOR ENLISTED MEN. 

Mr. LOGAN, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 107) authorizing the issue of blankets to 
enlisted men of company B, tenth infantry, to 
replace others destroyed by fire; which was 
read a first and second time. 

The joint resolution authorizes the Secretary 
use to be issued forty-five blankets 
to such enlisted men of company B, tenth Uni- 
infantry, whose blankets were de- 


|| stroyed or rendered worthless in the extinguish- 
| ment of a fire at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, on 


| grossed, 


the 20th of December, 1868, said blankets to 
be issued without cost to them. 
The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 


and read a third time; and being 


| engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 


Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 


|! also moved that the motion to reconsider be 


| consent, from the C 


laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


SUMMONING 


Mr. GARFIEL D, 


VITNESSES 

of Ohio, by unanimous 
Committee on Banking and 
Currency, reported the following resolution ; 
which was read, considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That all witnesses required to give testi- 
mony before any committee of this Llouse shall, when 
practicabie, be summoned by letter or by telegraph, 
and no money shall hereafter be paid out of the 
contingent or other fund of the House for service in 
summoning witnesses beyond the actual expense 
incurred by the officer of the House in executing 
such order, the amount of said expense to be verified 
by the oath of said officer. 

SETTLEMENT OF OFFICERS’ ACCOUNTS. 

Mr. LOGAN also, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill (H. R. No. 784 
to authorize the settlement of the oeneunan of 


| officers of the Army; which was read a first 


and second time, recommitted to the committee, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 
ARTIFICIAL LIMBS, ETC. 
Mr. LOGAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill (H. R. No. 785) to provide for 
furnishing artificial limbs to disabled soldiers ; 


which was read a first and second time. 


the 


The first section of the bill provides that 
every soldier who was disabled daring the late 
war for the suppression of the rebellion, and 
who was furnished by the War Deparment with 
an artificial limb or apparatus for resection, 
shall be entified to receive a new limb or ap- 
paratus as soon after the passage of this bill as 
the same can be furnished, and at the expiration 
of every five years thereafter, under such reg- 
ulations as may be prescribed by the Surgeon 
General of the Army; provided that the soldier 
may, if he so elect, receive instead of said 
limb or apparatus the money value thereof, at 
following rates: for artificial legs, seventy- 
five dollars: for arms, fifty dollars; for feet, 
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fifty dollars ; 
dollars. 

lhe second section directs that the Sureeon 
General shall certify to the Commissioner of 
Pensions a list of all soldiers who have elected 
to receive money comwutation instead of limbs 
or apparatus, with the amount due to each, and 
that the Commissioner of Pensions shall can 
the same to be paid to said soldiers in the same 
manner as pensions are now paid. 

The third section provides that every soldier 
who lost a limb during the late war but from ‘ 
the nature of his injury was not able to use an 
artificial limb, and consequently received none 
from the Government, shall be entitled to the 
benefits of this act, and shall receive money 
commutation as herein provided. 

Mr. SHANKS. I wish to offer an amend 
ment to the bill, and I wish also to say a word 
or two tothe House. On the 29th of iast March 
the House, by resolution, instructed the Com- 
mittee on the Militia to report a bill upon this 
subject, and they gave the terms which they 
required the bill to contain. I present now a 
bill from that committee, and I offer it as a 
substitute for the bill reported from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. It is in exact ac- 
cordance with the resolution of the House of 
the 29th of March last. 

The Clerk read the 
Suanks, as follows: 


for apparatus for resection, fifty 


amendment of Mr. 


Strike out all after the enacting clau 
the following: 

‘hat any person who has been mustered it . yor 
served in the military or marine service of the Uni- 
ted States, irrespective of the rank or branch of 
service, and who has been honorably discharged f 
such service, shail upon proper application and 
proofs made ‘to the Commissioner of Pensions fro 
aa to time during his natural life be entitled to 

eceive from the Government of the United States, 
theoush the Pe ension Office, without cost to the appli 
cant, such artificial limbs, crutches, and trusses as 
may by him be neede« l onaccount of wounds rec: 


e, and insert 


or other disability incurred Gurieg r his said service 
Sre. 2. And be it further enacted, That it is her« 

made the duty of the Commissior \er of Pensions to 

receive and consider all applications made uncer t! 





provisions of the precedingsection. Andthe proofs 
on file in the Pension Office on which a pension may 
have been granted shall be evidence, so far as app! 
cable, under this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Co 

sioner of Pensions shall eause to be furnis hed thro or 
the pension agency nearest the residerce of the ap 
plicant such ‘artificial limbs, crutches, and tru 
as under this act he may be entitled to. And it 
further made the duty of the Commissioner of Ps 


sions to adopt and enforcesuch rulesan lregulations 
as may from time to time be necessary to prevent 
frauds on the Government, through carelessness or 


other causes, upon the part of persons receiving the 
benefit of this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted . That it shall be 
unlawful for any person re eivin x artificial limbs 
erutches, or trusses of any character under the pro 
visions of this act to give, sell, bar ter, or others ise 
dispose of the same; nor shall any limb, erutch, or 
truss whatsoever furnished under the provisions of 
this act be liable for any debt or other liability 
either of the recipient or of any other person, ecithe: 
with or without his consent. 

Also amend the title so that it will read: 

A bill to provide forthe furnishing at the expense of 
the Government artificial apon, erases, One teneeet 
to honorably discharged officers, soldiers, and mu 
rines, whenever needed darad life, on account of 
wounds received, or other disability incurred in the 
military or marine service of the United State 


Mr. SHANKS. Some two years ago | intro- 
duced a resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, asking their 
attention to this subject. That committee 
reported against the proposition, but proposed 
to give a payment to the soldiers in money as 
an equivalent for not giving them artificial 
limbs. The matter passed on until this Con- 
gress met, and on the 20th of March | intro 
duced a resolution containing in substance, if 
not the precise words, the first section of the 
caieiaiaka which IL have offered. That resolu 
tion was referred to the Committee on te 
Militia, and that committee attempted the 
other day to reporta bill in accordance with 
the resolution, but objection was made. 

I have obtained from the Commission 
Pensions a statement show! f 
persons who would be entit! 1 
ance under my substitute Phe are 
who have lost on¢ 





y (bdr 


arm , sve! 








-— 


4,027 have lost one leg ; 42 have lost both legs ; 
“1 have lostan arm and a leg; 2,516 have been 
afllicted with hernia, caused by service in the 
\rmy; making a total of 12,245 persons who 
would be recipients under the substitute I have 
offered. I have offered this substitute from 


the Committee on the Militia for the bill re- | 


ported from the Committee on Military Affairs 
for this reason especially : it will be recollected 
hy the House that since the close of the war 


the War Department furnished artificial limbs || 


to soldiers. It bas not yet been five years, still 
you can hardly find in this country any person 


who now has an artificial limb so furnished to | 


him. There is in the billa proposition to pay 
these soldiers in money, which would be well 
enough, but I think that is not what the Gov- 
ernment desires. I think what the Govern- 
ment should desire to do is to place these 
persons as nearly as possible in the condition 


they were in before the war; atleast to furnish | 


them, whenever necessary, with artificial limbs 
free of expense. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam sorry that there should 
he any conflict between the Committee on the 
Militia and the Committee on Military Affairs 
of this House, especially in reference to wooden 
legs. IL have no desire to seek anything of the 

ort; but if there is anything of the kind con- 
nected with the chairman of either committee 
! think that probably the Committee on the 
Militia would be the proper committee to fur- 
nish legs to the man who has none. But inas- 
much as that has nothing to do with the sub 
ject, and as we can furnish ‘‘shanks’’ from 
one committee as well as another, [laughter, ] 


| think there should not be any contest here as | 


to what committee should report a bill upon 
the subject. 


There is hardly a town or village in which the 
articles cannot be purchased at a very low 
price. I pregume there is no soldier who 
desires the Government to furnish him directly 
with articles of this kind; at least I have never 
heard of one who did. The Committee on 


iT 
| once in every five years is as often as the 


| He thinks that we should supply one in eye 


Military Affairs deem it proper that where a | 


limb has been lost in the service of the United 
States the Government should furnish as nearly 
as possible a substitute for the limb thus lost. 
The bill of our committee is drawn for the 
purpose of meeting as nearly as possible the 


| needs of the persons suffering from the loss of 


limbs. I hope the House will pass the bill and 
will not adopt the substitute proposed by my 
friend from Indiana. I am willing to say that 


the gentleman has shown great and very com- | 


mendable zeal in behalf of these unfortunate 
soldiers; and I hope bis services in their behalf 


| may be understood by them all over the coun- 


try. He has manifested on every occasion his 
sympathy for their unfortunate condition, and 


| has used his best efforts to alleviate their mis- 


I object to the substitute of my friend from | 


Indiana { Mr. Suanks]formanyreasons. First, 
tis all shanks and no money. [ Laughter. ] We 


propose in our bill to provide that men who | 


have lost legs, arms, or feet in the service of 
the United States shall be provided with arti- 

cial limbs, if proper artificial limbs ean be fur- 
But many of them are in such a con- 
dition that they cannot use artificial limbs. 
Some have been so seriously wounded that 


nished, 


artificial limbs when applied are of no use to | 


them. Henee, we propose that where an arti- 
ficial limb cannot be used an amount in mouey 
may be paid equal to the price of the artificial 
limb that would have been purchased by the 
Surgeon General from the manufacturer had 
it been proper and useful to the soldier. 


fortunes. 1 hope, however, that the conflict 
in this Llouse between the Committee on the 
Militia and the Committee on Military Affairs 
will cease at this point, that the substitute of 
the gentleman from Indiana will be voted 
down, and that the bill of the Committee on 
Military Affairs will be passed. 

Mr. SUANKS. | desire to say to the gen- 
tleman that there is no conflict between the 
Committee on the Militia and the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 1 am satisfied that the 
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gentleman should think me the proper person | 
_to make provision for furnishing these limbs to | 


soldiers, only hoping that he will sustain me in | 


my efforts to do so. The only point of differ 


ence between the two committees is that the || 


Committee on the Militia are a little more lib- 
eral in their purpose, as they desire—and in 
this they are in accord with the instructions of 
the House—to furnish these artificial limbs, 
&e., whenever needed. The Committee on 
Military Affairs, a little more dignified in the 
manner of presenting their favors, propose to 
furnish these limbs once in five years. Now, 


| sir, I think that whenever a soldier needs an 
artificial limb it ought to be furnished to him | 


by the Government, even though it be oftener 
than once in five years. ‘The soldier when he 
went into the service had limbs which under 


| his lifetime; and I do think that the Govern- 


Now, in the report of the Surgeon General || 
which was submitted to the commitee, but | 


which it is not necessary to read in full, he 
states the number of artificial limbs and appli- 


ances furnished by the United States to erip- | 


»led soldiers, and the numbers are as follows: 
logs, 4,646; arms, 2,817; feet, 22; hands, 74 ; 
ipparatus, 213; total, 7,772. It was reeom- 


ment ought to be magnanimous enough to place 
the soldier in as nearly as possible the position 
in which he was when he went into the service. 

Mr. LOGAN. Willthe gentleman allow me 


| a single remark ? 


mended by the Surgeon General that in some | 
instances money be furnished in lieu of the | 
artificial limb. I have stated the reason in | 


tavor of that proposition. We have drawn our 
bill as nearly as possible in accordanee with 
the recommendation of the Surgeon General, 
who has liad more experience in reference to 
this matter than either the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs or the Committee on the Militia. 
i do not think that either of these committees 
knows very much about this question. | know 
that we all have to be guided in our action upon 
& question of this kind by our sympathies and 
feelings and by the information which we may 
derive from those who have had better oppor- 
tunities of acquiring knowledge on the subject. 

In the bill reported by the chairman of the 
Committee on the Militia there are mentioned 
some articles which I do not think there is any 


Mr. SHANKS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LOGAN. I believe the bill of the gen- 





tleman provides that these artificial limbs shall | 


be furnished whenever necessary. 

Mr. SHANKS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LOGAN. Whois to determine the ne- 
cessity—the soldier, or somebody else? 

Mr. SHANKS. In all matters of this kind 


| we are obliged to rely upon competent testi- 


necessity that the Government should furnish. | 


There may be some necessity for their use by 
disabled soldiers, but certainly there is no 


occasion for the Government furnishing these || 
appliances. They are such articles as can be | 
purebased anywhere in the United States. || General, which is before the House, shows that 


mony. We are obliged to ascertain by testi- 
mony whether an individual has served in the 
Army or not. We donot know—the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions does not know, from his 
personal knowledge—who were in the Army 
and who werenot. Testimony 1s necessary to 
show whether any particular individual has 


| served in the Army or not. Again, it requires 


testimony to show whether he is entitled to a 
pension or not. It requires testimony to show 


everything that he may be entitled to from the | 
It is just as easy to show that 
| the party is entitled to an artificial limb; it is 


Government. 


just as easy to show that at the end of five years 
a man is entitled to an artificial limb as to show 
that he is still living or is stillacripple. I can 
see no difficulty in the matter. 

Mr. LOGAN. I have but one remark to 
make in answer to the gentleman from Indiana, 
and it is this. ‘Thé report of the Surgeon 
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se 
at 
r. 
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five years, and we have drawn our bill j) 
accordance with his recommendation. | do. 
mand the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded and tho 
main question ordered. : 
The House divided; and there were—ayos 
30, noes 50; no quorum voting. K 
Mr. SHANKS demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. ~ 
Mr. SHANKS. I withdraw my amendment. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed ang 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed, 
Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


RELIEF OF ARMY OFFICERS. 


Mr. LOGAN, from the Committee on Mili. 
tary Affairs, reported a joint resolution (II, lt. 
No. 109) amendatory of ‘‘ joint resolution for 
the relief of certain officers of the Army,’’ ap. 


limbs are required. Experience proves th 
these artifical limbs last five years and longe 
. 5 


| proved July 26, 1866; which was read a first and 


second time. 
‘The joint resolution, which was read, pro- 


vides that the joint resolution entitled *‘ Joint 


resolution for the relief of certain officers of the 


| Army,’’ approved July 26, 1866, shall be so 
| construed and amended that in all cases arising 


under the same the person to whom the com- 
mission shall have issued shall be considered 
as commissioned to the grade named therein 
from the date when the commission was issued 


| by competent authority, and entitled to all pay 


and emoluments as if actually mustered at that 
time; provided, however, that at the issuing of 
the same he was performing the duties of the 
grade to which he was commissioned, or for 
such time after the issuing of his commission 
as he may have actually entered upon such 


| duties. 


The second section provides that persons 
held as prisoners of war by the enemy, or who 
shall have been in hospital by reason of wounds 


| or disability at the time of the issuing of their 
/commissions, shall be entitled to the same 


ordinary circumstances would have lasted him || benefit under this resolution as if actually per 


forming the duties of the grade to which they 


|| were commissioned. 


The third section provides that the resolution 
shall not be construed to apply to cases in which, 
under the laws and Army regulations existing 
at the time, there could have been no lawful 


| muster into the service even after the actual 


receipt of the commission. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote 


_by which the joint resolution was passed, and 


also moved that the motion to reconsider he 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

SALE OF ARSENALS, ETC. 

Mr. LOGAN, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 786) authorizing the 
sale of certain arsenals and other property of 
the United States; which was read a first and 
second time, ordered to be printed and recom: 
mitted. 


DAVID SERGEANT. 


Mr. LOGAN, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 787) for the relief o! 


David Sergeant; which was read a first and 


second time. 

It directs the Quartermaster General to p2y 
David Sergeant, late captain company H, sev- 
enth regiment Michigan cavalry, $860 for trans- 


| portation of enlisted men. 


Mr. LOGAN. I will state the facts. A body 


of troops were ordered from Denver to Fort 
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.avenworth, and these cavalry troops being 
dis amounted; had no means of transportation. 
(‘nder these circumstances this officer fur- 
»ished them transportation. Cavalry, it was 
jot to be expected,would march on foot seven 

red miles. Asum of $360 was expended 

roviding them transportation, and this res- 
on will have the effect of reimbursing him 
that amount. 
he question being taken on the third read- 
; of the bill, it was agreed to; and the bill, 
heinge »ngrossed,was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 


th 


CHIEF VETERINARY SURGEON. 


Mr. LOGAN also reported back from the || 


Committee on Military Affairs the bill ( H. R. 

No. 13) to create the office of chief veterin- 

ary surgeon of the United States Army, with 

the ree .ommendation that it be laid on the table. 
[he bill was laid on the table. 


SAW-BAYONRET. 


Mr. LOGAN also reported back from the 
same committee a resolution in reference to 
Colonel Alexander’s saw-bayonet, with the 
recommendation that it be laid on the table. 

The resolution was laid on the table. 


STEAMBOAT INSPECTOR AT CAIRO. 


Mr. LOGAN also, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a joint resolation (H. R. No, 108) 
for the appointment of a acai it inspector 
it Cairo, Illinois; which was read a first and 
ised time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


MAP OF UNITED STATES TERRITORIES, 


Mr. LOGAN also, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Brevet Major General A. A. Hum- 
phreys, chief of engineers, be instructed to furnish 
tor the use of Congress five hundred copies of each 
of the two maps of the United States Territories 
recently prepared by the Bureau of Engineers. 

Mr. LOGAN. This, Mr. Speaker, is a mat- 
ter of some importance, and, with the permis- 
sion of the House, I will say a word or two in 
reference to it. I have received a letter from 
General Humphreys stating that he had means, 
out of the fund appropriated for the purpose, 
of furnishing to Congress for distribution some 
five hundred copies of these very fine maps of 
the United States Territories. It is for the 
Ilouse to say whether they want these or not. 
If there is no objection 1 should like to have 
the resolution put on its passage. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will have 
to go to the Committee on Printing, under the 
ruie, 

The resolution was accordingly referred to 

ie Committee on Printing. 


UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, 
Mr. LOGAN also, by unanimous consent, 


submitted the following resolution ; which was | 


read, considered, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing: 

, lteaolved, That there be published forthe use of 

House five thousand copies of the preliminary 


fie el report of the United States ge alnate al survey 
ilorado and New Mexico. 


DISTRIBUTION OF MAILS. 
Mr. LOGAN also, by unanimous consent, 


submitted the following resolution; which was | 


read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be i in- | 


structed to investigate the cause of the delay in 


distributing the mails, and report to the House what 


action, ifany, isnecessary to expedite the same. 


ADDITIONAL BOUNTIES 


Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported back the 
lnil (H. R. No. 467) to repeal section four of 
the act of March 3, 1869, entitled ‘An act in 

relation to additional bounties,’? and for other 
p urposes, with a substitute for the same; and 


moved that the substitute be printed and with | 


the bill, reeommitted to the committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 


BURGUIER AND GORWEY. 

Mr. PACKARD, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported back the claim of 
T. Burguier and Goewe *+y for subsistence sup- 
plies furnished the United States for the de- 
fense of Port Union, March 25, 1869, and 
moved that it be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PETER J. BURCHELL. 

Mr. PACKARD also, from the same com- 

mittee, reported back the bill (H. R. No. 744) 


| for the relief of Peter J. Burchell, of Kane 


county, Illinois, and moved that it be referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 
The motion was agreed to. 
ISAAC BOLINGER AND ANDREW C. FOUDRIN, 
Mr. PACKARD also, from the same commit- 
tee, reported back the resolution of the Legis- 
lature of Tennessee, requesting their Senators 
and Ltepresentatives in Congress to procure an 
7 propriation for Isaac Bolinger and Andrew 
Foudrin, and moved that it be referred to 
ee Committee of Claims. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Does the motion include 
the papers? 
Mr. PACKARD. 
are any papers at all. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I do not know if they 
are in the committee-room, hut they ought to 
be there. 
The motion was agreed to. 
MILITARY FORTIFICATIONS. 


Iam not aware that there 


Mr. PACKARD also, from the same com- 


mittee, reported back+he joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 12) authorizing payment for work done 
on military fortifications, and moved that it be 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ELLIS AND TURNER, 


Mr. PACKARD also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back a joint resolution from 


| the Legislature of Tennessee, for the relief of 


Ellis and Turner, scouts of the United States 
during the late rebellion, and moved that it be 


| referred to the Committee of Claims. 


The motion was agreed to. 
STEAM PACKET COMPANY. 
Mr. STONE, from the Committee for the Dis- 


trict of Columbia,reported back, withthe recom- | 
| mendation that it do pass, the bill (S. No. 92) in 


addition to the actentitled ‘* An act to incorpo- 
rate the Washington, Alexandria, and George- 
town Steam Packet Company.”’ 


The first section of the bill provides that the 


act entitled ‘‘ An act to incorporate the Wash- 


| ington, Alexandria, and Georgetown Steam 


Packet Company,’’ approved March 3, 1829, 
and continued for ten years by the act of Feb- 


| ruary 26, 1849, be extended and continued in 


full force and effect for another period of 
twenty years, commencing with the Ist day of 
January, 1869, provided that Congress may 
at any time hereafter modify or repeal the same, 
The second section provides that no suit or 
action depending in any court whatever in 
which said corporation is plaintiff or defendant 
shall be discontinued by reason of the expira- 
tion of the charter of said corporation, but the 
same shall continue in all respects as if the 
said charter had not expired, and the Pres- 
ident and directors who were in office at the 
time the charter expired, are to continue in 
office until others shall be duly chosen in their 
places. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. We ought to know some- 
thing about that bill before it is passed. 

Mr. STONE. The bill merely continues for 


a period of twenty years the charter of a cor- | 


poration which was organized in 1829 with a 


| small capital of fifty or seventy-five thousand 
| dollars. 


Mr. KELSEY. 
company has not already ceased to exist? 
Mr. STONE. No, sir; I think not. 


I would inquire whether the ‘ 
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Mr. KELSEY. 
in? 

Mr. STONE. In ransporting freight and 
passengers down the river. The company was 
incorporated in 1829 to convey freight and pas 
sengers from the city of Washington to Alex 
andria and round to Baltimore. Their whats 
continued for twenty years, and was then rv 
newed for another term of twenty years, which 
has just expired; and they now ask that it may 
be continued for twenty years longer. I would 
state that the company ‘have no exclusive privi- 
leges whatever. believe they now own only 
one old boat, the steamer Columbia. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I would like to know if 
it is necessary to have an act of incorporation 
in order for some gentlemen to own an old 
boat ? 

Mr. STONE. They seem to think so; and 
as they have had this privilege extended to 
them for the last forty years the Committee 
for the District of Columbia instructed me to 
report back the bill, with the recommendation 
that it do pass. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Then the name ought to 
have been changed to the Old Boat Company. 

Mr. STONE. I am not aware that they have 
more than one boat, but they may have others. 

The bill was ordered to athird re: ading ; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. STONE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


What business is it engaged 


DISTRICT COURTS IN IOWA. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported back, with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, the bill (H. R. 
No. 249) for an act concerning the district 
courts of the United States for the district of 
lowa. 

Mr. CULLOM. Will the gentleman from 
Iowa allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. Certainly. 

Mr. CULLOM. I believe this is a bill for 
the purpose of establishing some new judicial 
circuits in the State of Iowa. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. No; itis simply for 
the purpose of dividing the district we have. 

Mr. CULLOM. If the gentleman will per- 
mit me, | would like to inquire what is the 
number of places at which United States courts 
are now held in the State of lowa? 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. There is now a dis- 
trict court at the city of Des Moines and one 
at the city of Burlington; and it is proposed 
by this bill to have one at the city of Council 
Bluffs. 

Mr. CULLOM. I do not desire to oppose 
this bill, but it does seem to me that there 
should be some little caution exercised in pass- 
ing bills establishing places for holding courts 
at sO many points, as every additional point 
causes that much additional expense on the 
part of the Government. I do not know any- 
thing about this bill, whether it is proper or 
not; but I merely suggest that it is perhaps 
questionable whether there should be so many 
places for holding courts. 

Mr. WELKER. Will the gentleman from 
Iowa [Mr. LovGurince] yield to me for a 
moment? 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I will. 

Mr. WELKER. I would ask the gentle- 
man whether under this subdivision of their 
district court it will not become necessary to 
build another court-house and also to employ 
several additional clerks? 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I know of no reason 
why anything of that kind should be required. 
This is simply a local matter for the bene fit 
and convenience of the people and attorneys 
of the State of Iowa, and the people of no 
other State have any interest in it. 

Mr. WELKER. I would suggest that it 


\! does concern those of us who do not live in 
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' 
| 


Jowa, if it increases the expenses of the Govern- 
ment. Lwantto know of the gentleman whether 
if this new district is made or new place estab- 
lished for holding this court there is any room 
providing in which to hold thecourt? Will not 
the General Government be compelled to either 
Luild a new court-house or rent a building in 
which this extra court can be held? 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. Of course if they 
desire a court there they will find a place to 
hold that court. 

Mr. WELKER. Who will pay the expense? 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. Whatexpense? 

Mr. WELKER, 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. Ido not know but 
there may be some rent to pay; but gentlemen | 
will certainly not object to that when it is for 
the convenience of the people of lowa, and is 
un local matter of their own, 

Mr. CULLOM. Will the gentleman allow | 
me one other question ? 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. Certainly. 

Mr. CULLOM., I believe there is now a 
term of the court held at the capital of the | 
mtate, 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CULLOM. What is the distance from 
Des Moines, the capital of the State of Lowa, 
where aterm of the court is now held, to this 
point, Council Bluffs, where he desires a new | 
term to be held? 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I think it is about 
one hundred and sixty miles. 

Mr. CULLOM. It seems to me it is ques- 
tionable whether this bill should pass. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE, I would ask the gen- 
tleman how many terms of the district court 
there are in Illinois? 

Mr. CULLOM. We have two judicial cir- 
cuits. And against my judgment, I confess, 
there was just such a proposition as this passed 
through Congress a term or two ago, which 
required the holding of a term of the court at | 
the city of Cairo. Lhave no doubt myself that 


capital of the State for the purpose of conduct: | 
| ing their legal controversies, subjected to an 


expense a hundredfold more than the addi- 


| tional expense to the Government will be if 


a court be keld at Council Bluffs? 


Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I think that is so. 


I yield to the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. | 


Peters. | 


Mr. PETERS. As a member of the com- 


| mittee reporting this bill, I desire to say a word | 


l’or the court room. 1} 


in its behalf. 
thought that a very strong case was presented 
in favor of this measure. 


With reference to some sim- 
ilar propositions before the committee the del- 


| egation of the State interested is divided. The 


bill now before us proposes that in a particu- 


| lar district a court may be held at two separate 


| cost the Government something. 


places instead of at one place, as the law now 
requires. IfI recollect correctly the circum- 
stances of the case, suitors have been obliged 


to travel from one hundred and fifty to two | 


hundred miles to reach court. 


The objection raised to this measure in dif: | 


ferent parts of the House is that it is going to 
Now, sir, if 
such be the fact, | want to know whether the 


| Government is not able to pay expenses of this 


| in providing for the necessities of growing | 
| States ? 


in less than two years it willresult in the estab- || 
lishment of a new district. 1] 


While upon the floor I desire vo say that the | 
establishment of a term of this court at Coun- 
cil Bluffs is simply the establishment of a new 
district for the State of Iowa, because it will 
inevitably result in that unless this new term 
of the court is hereafter abolished, which will 
noi be done if it be once established. I do not 
know but it is right it should be done; but I 
desire to call the attention of the House to it 
us setting the precedent of establishing new 
places for courts to be held in different States, 


kind. Why should we notincursome expense 

Jowa has an immense and an increas- 
ing population; and the citizen of Iowa who 
has a suit with a citizen of Missouri is put to 
an enormous expense by being obliged to travel 
in some instances a distance of two hundred 
miles in order to attend to the prosecution of 
that suit. I would be willing, even if this meas- 
ure did involve an additional expense, that the 
Government should incur that expense; but 1 
do not believe this objection to be well founded. 
There isa comfortable and commodious county 
court- house at the place at which it is proposed 
the United States court shall be held. 

Mr. WELKER. Tor which court-house the 
Government will be charged rent. 

Mr. PETERS. For which the Government 


| will be charged a pittance of rent; and I wish 
| to say that for one I shall never vote against a 


bill designed to subserve the interests of the 
people of a State or a portion of-a State be- 


| cause the United States may be obliged to pay 
'| one hundred or three hundred or five hundred 


which will result in the erection of new court- || 


houses and the fastening of a large additional 
expense upon the people of this country. 
Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. There is no reason 





at all why the gentleman should suppose any- | 


thing of the kind. We have now in our State 
two places for holding the court. 


asking for the establishment of a new district, || 


but for a third place to hold the court for the | 
benefit and convenience of the people of the 
State and the attorneys of the court. I donot | 
see any necessity for making a new district. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. Will the gentle- 
man yield to me a moment? 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE, Certainly. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. I desire to ask 
the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Lovcuripce] 
if it is not true that at Council Bluffs there is 
now a large and spacious county court-house, 
aud whether it is atall likely that the establish- 
ment of aterm of this court there will result 
in any additional expense for the place of hold- 
ing the court? And, in the same connection, 
| desire to ask whether his experience on the | 
bench in the State of Lowa does not enable him 
to say that all or nearly all of the business 
coming up in the United States court for the 
western district of lowa comes from the counties 
along the Missouri river, and whether the 
people of the counties bordering on the Mis- 
souri river, immediately in the neighborhood 
of Council Bluffs, are not, in traveling to the | 





We are not || 


| this respect are necessary. 


| curiosity on the point, I would like to ee 








or ten hundred dollars in order to extend the 
necessary accommodations to the people. I 
do not stand on that side of the question of 
economy; and I hope this bill is not to be over- 
slaughed by the efforts of those gentlemenavho 
are constantly preaching economy in a case 
like this. 

Mr. WELKER. I want to suggest to the 
gentleman from Maine [Mr. Perers] that I 
have no particular opposition to this proposi- 
tion with reference to the State of Iowa; but 
I regard it as the entering-wedge for the cre- 


ation of additional courts in all the other | 
We have had a similar fight in Ohio. | 


States. 
In that State we have but two districts; and 
we have had applications from various parts of 
the State representing that no court is held 
there, and that additional accommodations in 
If the proposition 
now before us be adopted we shall not be able, 


perhaps, to refuse similar favors to other local- | 


ities. 

Mr. DAWES. Just for the satisfaction of a 
of my friend from Maine [Mr. Perers] on 
which ‘‘ side of the question of economy”’ he 
does stand? [Laughter. ] 


The committee unanimously | 


Every gentleman of || 
the delegation from the State of Iowa is in | 
| favor of the bill. 








Mr. PETERS. Well, sir, I am in favor of | 


saving the dollar, but I am not so dreadfully 
particular about a few pence. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE., I call the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. Being en- 
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grossed, it was accordingly read the third time 

and passed. 
Mr. LOUGHRIDGE moved to reconsido- 

the vote by which the bill was passed; and ale, 

moved that the motion to reconsider be J); 

on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


NAVY-YARD AT LEAGUE ISLAND, 


Mr. SCOFIELD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported back a bill (H. R. N, 
480) for the transfer of the Philadelphia nayy. 
yard to League Island, with a recommendatigy, 
that it be passed. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes {}, 
Secretary of the Navy to transfer the workin. 
navy-yard of the Philadelphia station to Leagy, 
Island as rapidly as is consistent with the public 
interests of the service, and to sell in such 
manner and on such terms as may be approve 
by the President such portions of the presen; 
yard as shall from time to time be vacated, {};. 
proceeds of such sales to be applied to thp 
preparation of the navy-yard. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I demand the previous 
question. 

Mr. DAWES. I wish the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania would omit to call for the pre 
vious question on a bill which will involve ay 
expense of millions of dollars. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. There are only two min 
utes of the morning hour left, and | must now 
demand the previous question. I shall haye 
an hour after the main question has been 
ordered to be put. 

Mr. DAWES. I appeal to my friend not to 
undertake to put this bill through under the 
pressure of the previous question, and I sub. 
mit that to do so without conveying to this 
House the information on which it is founded 
is not treating the Treasury of the United 
States as becomes the chairman of the Com. 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Iam undertaking to do 
no such thing; only two minutes of the mori 
ing hour are left, and in order to save thie bil! 
from going over [am compelled to demand the 
previous question. I propose after that to 
allow time for the discussion of the proposition. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. How 
long does the gentleman propose to have it 
discussed ? 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman from Penn: 
sylvania will hold the floor and will have the 
discussion under his hands after the main ques: 
tion has been ordered. I do not know that | 
have any opposition to make to this measure, 
but I wish to have it fully considered. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. ‘The gentleman from 
Massachusetts is mistaken, for the bill is very 
harmless in regard to the question of expense. 
It does not provide for incurring the expense 
of a single dollar. 

Mr. DAWES. Discussion will reveal that 
fact; and if that be so, the bill will go through 
without any discussion on my part. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
expired, and the bill will go over until to 
morrow. 


ASSIGNMENT OF COMMITTEE-ROOMS. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to a question of 
privilege, and submit the following resolution : 


Resolved, For greater convenience in the dispate! 
of public business, the room now occupied by the 
Committee of Ways and Means be set apart for th 
use of the Committee on Appropriations ; that th: 
room now occupied by the Post Office of the House 
be assigned to the Committee of Ways and Means; 
that the Post Office of the House be transferred t) 
the room now occupied by the Committee on tle 
Post Office and Post Roads; and that the room now 


| oceupied by the Committee on Appropriations ! 


assigned to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. . 

Mr. Speaker, I desire in a few words to ex- 
plain the necessity for this change in the assig0- 
ment of rooms to committees, including amoung 
them the committee of which I am the chair 
man. The Committee of Ways and Means, as 
gentlemen here well know, has before it even at 
the present session, and at all times must have 
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hefore it, questions connected with the taxation 
of the people of this country, either through 
‘he medium of impost duty or internal tax, and 
in this way has to treat questions which affect 
the interests of the people of all classes in 
every occupation, The consequence is, that 
iesides attending to its duty, as committees 
ordinarily do in the investigation of subjects 

ferred to them by the House, it is compelled 
from time to time, and at this timealmost daily, 
to hear individuals presenting their claims, or 
the interests in which their occupation involves 
them, or the counsel of such individuals, or 
deputations from different classes of manufac- 
turersand commercial men. Tor this purpose 
it is absolutely essential, if the committee shall 
transact the public business, it shall have more 
room assigned to it, more space than the com- 
mittee has in the room now occupied by it. It 
is proposed, therefore, to give to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means the room which is now 
occupied by the post office of the House, to 
give to the Committee on Appropriations—an 
important committee of this House, not now 
sutliciently provided for, as we understand—the 
room now occupied by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and to let the post office be placed 
below in a convenient room for that purpose, 
now occupied by the Committee on the Post 
Oflice and Post Roads, allowing that committee 
totake the room at present occupied by the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. This change is very 
desirable to the committees indicated, and Ido 
not know there is any one objecting to it, un- 
less it may be the Postmaster of the House. 
He desires not to be sent below; and the 
proposition is made that this large room—this 
double room, containing a place for retirement 
and conversation, and a place in which to re- 
ceive those who may have business before the 
Committee of Ways and Means—shall be still 
maintained for the post office. With reference 
to that I would for the present say this: the 
post office of the House of Representatives is 


not what it used to be as regards the space | 


required for the transaction of business. There 
was formerly in the post office of the House of 
tepresentatives a necessity for room, arising 
out of the fact that all the stationery was sup- 
plied from it. That is now entirely done away 
with, and the room we occupy now is only that 
which is required for the post office purposes 
of the House. If the post office be put lower 


down it will have the further advantage of being | 


more convenient for the purpose of receiving 
and sending out the mails. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to ask the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means if he is 
aware of the fact that the Reconstruction Com- 
mittee, composed of thirteen members and 
meeting always with a crowd around them, 
also now occupy the committee-room that is 
occupied by the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads? I may say that I have no 
objection to the Committee on Reconstruction 
being abolished ; but as long as we do sit on 
that committee we require a larger room some- 
where. Ifthe gentleman proposes to abolish 
us altogether it is all right. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I am aware of the exist- 
ence of a Committee of Reconstruction, and 
believe it consists of some thirteen or fourteen 
members. And I may take occasion to say, 
but not in any particular political sense, that I 
hope to see the time very soon arrive when 
we shall need no such committee, when we 
shall allbe reconstructed. But this resolution 
looks to making permanent arrangements for 
the convenience of the standing committees 
of the House, in connection with which I think 
it is scarcely necessary to take that committee 
particularly into consideration. 

Asregardsthe Committee of Waysand Means, 
| can best explain the need of further accom- 
inodation for that committee by referring to the 
fact that while other members were enjoying 
their holidays during the recent recess of two 
und a half weeks the members of that commit- 


tee, with the exception of four or five days, or | 





| way. 


| ment? 


at the most a week, sat here engaged in the 
labor devolving upon them. At this time the 
committee are meeting every morning, as they 
have done during the session hitherto. They 
meet after the adjournment of the House, and 
onaccount of the pressure of business they meet 
at night, finding it necessary to come up to the 
Capitol, all our books and papers being here. 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman yield to me 
for a moment? 

Mr. SCHENCK. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. COX. I should like to know why, in 
the arrangement of the committee-rooms, the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuenck] has 
neglected the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency, on which committee so much labor has 
been devolved through the instrumentality of 
the gentleman himself? We expect to have 
before that committee a large number of peo 
ple as witnesses, and under such circumstances 
our room—which I may mention is also very 
near the restaurant—is uot suitable for the 
purpose. We have notroom enough for doing 
business; and I ask the gentleman from Ohio 
so to modify the resolution as to give us a larger 
room. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Ihave not included any 
arrangements for that committee simply be- 
cause they did not bring forward their claim 
in any way, and because I[ had heard nothing 
of the inconvenience to which the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Cox] has referred. 
Now that it has been stated, 1 would say that 
the whole field is still open for the making of 
new arrangements. Ifa proposition is made 
which will give suitable accommodation to that 
committee, they shall certainly have my aid in 


| getting themselves better accommodated, either 


by removing into the restaurant or by remov- 
ing further away from it, as their tastes and 
desires may lead them or as will best promote 
the transaction of public business. 

But as regards the Committee of Ways and 
Means, as I have already stated, we are meet- 
ing night after night. We meet to-night, to- 
morrow night, and each successive night ; and 
we have the prospect of so many persons being 


in attendance on the committee to-morrow at | 


half past ten, our regular hour of meeting daily, 
that it will be impossible to accommodate them 
in the space at our disposal. And yet these 
persons must be heard, and the questions which 
they submit to us must be disposed of in some 
It is on account of the crying necessity 
arising out of the condition of things which [ 
have described that the committee appeal to 
the House to make such changes as will be 
satisfactory to the several committees whose 
interest and convenience are involved in the 
arrangements. 

Mr. WARD. I should like to be informed 
what is to be done for the Committee on Re- 
construction. The committee drifted around 
for a long time without any room. Now they 
have got a lodgement with the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. We have 
had some little business to do, and we shall 
have more, and I would like to know what is 
to become of that committee under this arrange- 
Where is it to go? 


Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, I suppose the 


| Committee on Reconstruction are very much 


in the condition of most committees, however 
important they may be—and I do not deny the 
importance of that committee—that are raised 
for purposes in some sense temporary. If the 
Capitol, with its various rooms, does not afford 
sufficient accommodations for all they are com- 
pelled to sit at such times as the room is unoe- 
cupied in the room of some other committee 
of the House. I am told that at this time the 
Reconstruction Committee occupy the room of 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. WARD. 
two committees. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Itisnottheir room, how- 
ever. I do not know but that the committee 
which is to occupy that room may afford them 


And you propose to cut out 
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the same accommodation. If not. I dare say 
the Committee on the Post Office and Pos 
Roads will still be hospitable, and let them 
occupy at times the room to which the Commit 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads may b 
transferred. Some place, asa matter of cour 
must be provided, but this resolution does » 
interfere with that question atall. I will say 
this in behalf of the committee thatI repre 
here, that if there be any time within the twent 
four hours during which we must not occupy « 
own committee-room it shall be at the service 
of the Committee on Reconstruction. We will 
be as hospitable as any other committee. 

Mr. WARD. You meet every day. 

Mr.SCHENCK. Yes; morningandevening. 

Mr. WARD. Then, when can the Recon 
struction Committee have the room? 

Mr. SCHENCK. [ do not know. I Can 
only promise that if there be any time they 
shall, in all due hospitality on our part, have 
it reserved for them. | 


That committee will 
doubtless find a place somewhere, as it has 
done heretofore. But there is no difficulty 
about it, even in the light in which the gentle 
man presents it, because it is at present sharing 
the room of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. That committee are about 
to be, if this resolution prevails, permitted to 
have another room which is more acceptable 
to them, and they will no doubt be enabled to 
let the Committee on Reconstruction enjoy a 
much advantage in the new room to which they 
may remove as they have extended to them in 
the old room which they have heretofore occu 
pied. Ido not know how that may be, but 
1 dare say it will be so. 

But, sir, Ido not want gentlemen to mislead 
me. ‘This resolution does not touch any other 
rooms. It proposes a fair arrangement in r 
gard to certain committees. If gentlemen can 
propose any other and better arrangement for 
other committees not included in this resolu 
tion, and which ought to be provided for, let 
them look around and find what arrangements 
can be made consistently with the interests of 
the public business to accommodate them, and 
they shall have my cordial support in any 
arrangement proper to be made. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask the gen- 
tleman, then, to allow me to offer an amend- 
ment to which I am quite sure he will not 
object, and which will accommodate another 
committee. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I will hear what it is. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. It is to add to 
the resolution the following : 


And that the room now occupied as the private 
office of the Clerk of the House be assigned to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency. 

The whole of this, the western side of the 
lobby of the Hall, is devoted now to the Clerk 
and his employés. The room in the southwest 
corner of the building is now used as the pri 
vate office of the Clerk. It isa much larger 
room than the one which the Committee on 
Banking and Currency have below stairs. The 
room below stairs of which I speak has two 
glass doors on one side leading into the bath 
room, with simply a single sheet of glass be 
tween us and what fumes come up from that 
place. On the other side is the restaurant, 
with whatever fumes are there. It is a very 
small room, and in every way inconvenient for 
the purposes of the committee. By nomina 
tion of the Speaker the committee has heen 
increased to ten, and it is with the great: 
difficulty that we can be accommodated now 
when we have any delegations before us. 

The pending legislation in regard to bank 
and banking, the sixteen hundred banks aud 
banking associations of the country ready to 
send delegations to be heard before the « 
mittee, and the additional work of the inv 
igation of the gold panic of September 
which has been imposed upon the committ 
make it absolutely impossible for us to tran 
act our business with any degree of comfort 
in that small room. 








I trust the gentleman will allow my amend- 
ment to be offered. Itinterferes with no other 
committee of the House, and the room below 
is certainly large enough for a private office 
for a single person. I was instructed this 
morning by the Committee on Banking and 


Currency to use every means in the power of 


the committee to obtain from the House more 
facilities in the way of room for our committee. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Itis very hard for me to 
refuse—I do not know that I ought to refuse— 
an appeal of that kind coming from another 
committee of this House. But then it must 
be remembered that probably no objection is 
made, or can be substantially made, to the 
proposition which we submit. Here is a new 
question that so far as I am informed has not 
Leeu considered upon both sides of it. So 
far as the changes which we propose are con- 
cerned, all the committees interested have 
been consulted. And, as I said before, I do 
not know that there is any member of either 
of the committees not satisfied with this turn- 
ing around in such a manner as to accom- 
modate every one; nor anybody that makes 


objection to it, unless it be the postmaster of 


the Louse himself. He very naturally prefers 
ihe greater accommodations in the room higher 
up, although for certain reasons I have men- 
tioned the House of Representatives would 
be more accommodated by having the post 
office in the room below. It should be remem- 
bered at the same time that members of the 
liouse do not now ordinarily go themselves to 
the post office for their mails; or if they do it 


is upon their way home or when coming to | 


the House. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Allow me to 
say that there is no other opposition to my 
amendment than the Clerk of the House 
inakes, and therefore the two propositions are 
on the same footing. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Exactly; and I do not 
know that the Clerk makes any opposition to it. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Will the gentleman allow 
me to make a remark right here? 

Mr. SCHENCK. It seems to be the com- 
mon law of this House that every member 
shall be at liberty to interrupt every other 
member inthe middle of a sentence. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. It is in relation to the 
Clerk. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Very well; I yield. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. A resolution of the kind 
now proposed by the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Garrre_p] was offered in the last Con- 


gress and passed without much consideration ; | 
and afterward, upon full consideration, it was || 


rescinded. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Like my resolution ? 


Mr. SCOFIELD. No; like the one offered | 
by the gentleman’s colleague, [Mr, Gar- | 
FIELD, ] to take a room from the Clerk. After | 


full consideration the House rescinded that 


resolution and gave the room back to the | 


Clerk. 
Mr. SCHENCK. That illustrates just what 
I was about to say. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. My friend from | 


Pennsylvania (Mr. ScoFIELD] is mistaken. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I do not know what the 
fact is. At any rate, if it were the fact it would 
illustrate what I was about to remark, which 
is this: inthe resolution I have offered every- 
body has been consulted and the case is ready 
to come before the House for its decision. I 
have frankly told the House the only objection 
to my resolution. Inthe case presented by my 
colleague, [Mr. Garrretp,] so far as I know, 
the Clerk has not been consulted or heard from 
in regard to it. There may be some wrong 


done to an officer of the House or some incon- | 


venience caused if his proposition should be 
adopted. Even though it be true that the 
arrangement he proposes would be advisable 
I preter that it should come up on its own 
merits. 

As I said before, I promise gentlemen that 


I will support any convenient arrangement that | 
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can be made by any other changes to accom- | 


modate the other committees of the House if 
they will bring them forward. But I would 
rather not have this matured proposition sad- 


dled by any amendment. I now call the pre- | 


vious question. 

Mr. FERRY. Willthe gentleman withdraw 
that call for a moment? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Certainly. 

Mr. FERRY. The gentleman from Ohio 
has stated that his proposition has been offered 
with the common consent of the several com- 
mittees concerned, The chairman ofthe Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads is 
notpresent; but speaking for myself as amem- 
ber of that committee, I am not aware to what 
committee-room it is proposed to transfer the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Not having been consulted, and knowing this 
matter has never been before the committee at 
any formal meeting of the committee, I would 
like to know from the gentleman from Ohio to 
what place they are about to be transferred. I 
need this information before I can give my con- 
sent to his proposition. 

Mr. SCHENCK. ‘The resolution proposes 
that the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads shall have the room now occupied | 


by the Committee on Appropriations. I may 
have gone too far when I said that all the 
members of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads are satisfied with this arrange- 
ment, though I have understood from the 
chairman of the committee that such a change 
would be quite acceptable to the committee. 
So far as we may judge from the information 
obtained from the representatives of the com- 
mittee, I think the change is desired as a bet- 
ter arrangement, giving them a more conven- 
ient and accessible committee-room. 

Mr. FERRY. I am not disposed to be cap- 
tious in this matter. If the chairman of our 
committee has expressed the opinion that the 
committee-room proposed to be assigned by 
the resolution to our committee is ample for 
the performance of our duties I will defer to 
his judgment. , 


Mr. SCHENCK. I now yield to the gentle- | 
_man from Illinois, [Mr. Jupp. ] 


Mr. JUDD. The suggestion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio that the arrangement contem- 
plated by his resolution meets the approbation 


of all parties interested did not include, I sup- | 


pose, the Postmaster of the House. Isuppose 
the gentleman intended to say that the arrange- 
ment is mutually agreeable to the committees 
interested. So with the proposition offered by 
my colleague upon the Committee on Banking 
and Currency. So far as I know none of the 
committees named in the original resolution 


object to the proposition. It is merely a ques: | 
tion between the Committee on Banking and | 


Currency and an officer of the House. Now 
we ask the House to consider the circumstances 
under which the Committee on Banking and 
Currency are compelled to do business. The 
position which that committee ought to occupy 
will be acknowledged by every member on this 
floor. My colleague on the committee has well 


described the situation of our room; itis, asl | 


know from personal experience during the last 
three years, utterly unfit for the proper dis- 
charge of the duties devolving upon the com- 
mittee. 

The honorable gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Maywnarp] tells me, sotto voce, that if we 
will offer a resolution assigning to our com- 
mittee the corner room he will vote for it. 
That is the proposition embraced in the amend- 
ment offered by the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Banking and Currency. The question 
is, then, whether the personal convenience of 
the Clerk of this House shall be preferred to 
the affording of proper facilities for the dis- 
charge of the business of the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. I hope, sir, that the 


. 
- 


-amendment will be adopted. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I do not want any gentle- 
man to misunderstand me. I have no objec- 


|| 
_ tion to the provision of better accommodation, 
|| for the Committee on Banking and Currency 
I think they ought to have some better pla;,. 
in which to transact their business than thoy 
now have, according to all the information } 
have on the subject. But I would rather yo; 
_emburrass my resolution by connecting it with 
|| the other proposition. 
| The reason which I have assigned in fay, 
|| of the proposition I have submitted has not, | 
think, been fairly understood or responded to 
This matter has been under discussion fo; 
months. We have inquired everywhere, anq 
| have sought to contrive how we could bette; 
| accommodate these several committees, anq 
| we have been particularly solicitous to provide 
| some place where it will be possible for tho 
‘|| Committee of Ways and Means to transae: 
| properly and efficiently its current business, 
|| We have brought the result before the House, 
| and ask it to make the necessary order. Every 
_ body interested, so far as I know, has been cop. 
| sulted more or less in reference to the matter, 
We find that the Postmaster stands opposed to 
the arrangement. This I have frankly stated 
to the House; but I have stated also his reg. 
sons, and have sought to satisfy the House that 
| those reasons are not well grounded. I have, 
| for instance, shown that he does not need, as 
| he thinks he does, the same accommodations 
| he formerly required; I have shown that the 
room below will be convenient for the ingress 
and egress of the mails arriving and departing; 
I have shown that, under the present practice 
of the House, we send pages for our mails, or, 
if we go into the post office at all—and we have 
/no occasion, as we formerly had, to go there 
| for stationery—we do it as we come to the 
| House or leave it. 
| Now, what is the fact in regard to the amend. 
| ment which my colleague wauts permission to 
| move tothe pending resolution? One side of 
the question has been fully presented to the 
House, and I admit that it is a very strong 
side of the question, and that is the necessity 
for some better provision for the accomodation 
of the Committee on Banking and Currency. 
I do not know but the public convenience may 
demand the removal of the Clerk of the House 
from the room which he now occupies and 
the assignment of that room for the Committee 
on Banking and Currency; but so far there has 
been no inguiry on the subject, nor has any 
opportunity been presented to hear from the 
Clerk of the House. We do not know what 
objections he may make. We do not know 
what inconvenience it may cause to the public 
business. Perhaps it may cause none at all; 
but it would not be well to adopt any such 
proposition until both sides had been heard 
from, and until whatever objections to the 
removal of the Clerk from his private office 
have been submitted and we have inquired 
| whether they are overbalanced by weightier 
reasons in favor of the transfer. That there 
has been no opportunity to do yet; andinasmuch 
as we have only one side of the question before 
us—I admit a strong side—I propose not to 
yield tothe amendmentat thistime. I ask the 
House to adopt the resolution I have offered, 
as it has been fully considered, and gentleman 
whose committees are not included can look 
around and try to get themselves better accom: 
modated than they now are, so far as the con- 
veniences of the Capitol will allow. I therefore 
insist on the demand for the previous question. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope the 
demand for the previous question will not be 
seconded, and that I bay Kave an opportunity 
to submit my amendment. 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 
70, noes 45. 
Mr. MUNGEN demanded the yeas and 
| nays. 
‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
So the previous question was seconded and 
|| the main question ordered; and under the 
] operation thereof the resolution was adopted. 

















Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the 
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to by which the resolution was adopted; and 
‘leo moved that the motion to reconsider be 
«id on the table. 
he latter motion was agreed to. 
\ir. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I submit the 
lowing as @ question of privilege: 
lyed, That the room now occupied as the pri- 
+o office of the Clerk of the House be assigned to 
Committee on Banking and Currency. 


fn order that the Clerk of the House may | 


ave an opportunity to be heard on the sub- 
et. 1 will not ask for its consideration until 
-morrow morning. 
fhe SPEAKER. The gentleman can with- 
draw it for the present and offerthe resolution 


to-morrow, as it is a question of privilege and | 


» order at any time. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Very well, then. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate of 
the United States, by Mr. McDona.p, its Chief 
Clerk, notifying the House that that body had 
issed House bill No. 134, to establish a land 
district in Wyoming Territory, and for other 
purposes, With amendments, in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 
It further- announced that the Senate had 
passed bills and joint resolutions of the follow- 
ing titles, in which the concurrence of the 
House was asked : 

An act (S. No. 83) to define the limits of the 
collection district of Teche, in the State of 
Louisiana, and for other purposes ; 

An act (S. No. 286) to amend existing laws 
relating to internal revenue ; 

An act (S. No. 95) in relation to the Hot 
Springs reservation in Arkansas ; 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 74) to extend 
the port of entry of the collection district of 
New Orleans; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 84) authorizing 
the President to strike from the rolls of the 
Army the names of certain officers: 


TARIFF. 


} 


construct ships, guns, and shot, the statesmen 
of England know they can trifle with and post- 
pone the settlement of the Alabama claims. 
Able as we were to crush with irresistible power 
a gigantic rebellion, they know that until we 
shall have furnaces, forges, rolling-mills, ma- 
chine-shops, and skilled artisans enough to 
produce and fashion a supply of iron and steel 
sufficient for our wants in peace and war, we 
cannot engage in war with England because 
we depend on her for these primary essentials 
to successful modern warfare. 

I am impelled to renew these suggestions by 
the report of David A. Wells, esq., Special 
Commissioner of Revenue, which abounds in 
propositions inimical to the best interests of the 


| country, and which if adopted by Congress will 


compel us to occupy a subordinate position 
among nations, though our population may 
equal that ofall Europe, as our territory already 
does that of the whole family of Kuropean 
Powers. As I read page after page of this ex- 
traordinary paper | became more earnestly 


| anxious to detect the full force of its sugges- 


tions, and, if possible, to divine the motive or 
spirit that prompted them. As an expression 
of the opinions of Mr. Wells this paper can do 
but little harm, but its circulation in Europe 
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under the sanction of Congress will impair our | 


credit and arrest the tide of emigration now 
flowing in upon us in unprecedented volume. 


|| It is in the nature of a notice to the capitalists 
| of Europe that as a people, notwithstanding 





Mr. DAWES moved that the rules be sus- | 


pended and the House resolve itself into the 
(‘ommittee of the Whole on the state of the 
(‘nion on the President’s annual message. 

lhe motion was @greed to; and the House 
accordingly resolvéd itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state-of the Union, Mr. 
KeLseY in the chair. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I have more 
than once endeavored to impress upon Con- 
gress the fact that fire is the material force or 
iervous power, and iron and steel the muscles 
of our more modern civilization. The trip- 
hammer, with its wonderful power and more 
wonderful precision and delicacy of stroke, has 
supplanted the sledge-hammer, and circular 
and gang-saws do in a day the work at which 
the hand-saw labored for months. Machine 
tools, such as lathes, drills, planers, and shaping 
machines, impelled like the trip-hammer and 
the saws of which I have spoken by the unwea- 
rying steam engine, itself a mere embodiment 


of coal and iron ore, increase the perfection and |; 


amount of the artisan’s product and relieve him 
of the exhausting toil which shortened the life 
of his father and made him prematurely old. 

_ Nations, too, are subject to these new con- 
ditions. 
he, a people who cannot supply their own 
uer 
foreigners beyond seas, are not independent ; 
nor is their dependence merely commercial ; 


However free their institutions may | 





4} . ‘4s “7 ° 
they are politically dependent; and ifthe nation | 


on which they depend for these essential ele- 
ments of modern warfare be arrogant and 
treacherous, as England proved herself during 
our late civil war, they must endure contumely 
and outrage with unresisting humility. Com- 
merce and war both demand iron ships; we 
tell the weight of our guns, whether of steel 
oriron, by the ton, and that of our steel- pointed 
hot by the hundred weight; and while we 
depend upon her for the material of which to 
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| thirty-nine 
nand for iron and steel, but purchase it from || 


the amazing expansion of our country, we are 
tending toward bankruptcy; and to the op- 
pressed laborers of other lands, that our work- 
ing people are becoming not only relatively 
but absolutely poorer from year to year, and 
that this is therefore not the country to which 
poor but aspiring men should emigrate. It 
demonstrates to the satisfaction of Mr. Wells’s 
admirers and clients that though our wealth 
increased during the last decade one hundred 
and twentysix per cent., its utmost increase 
during this decade can be but sixty-five and 
eight hundredths per cent.; and that instead of 


| the census of 1870 showing, as it is universally 


conceded it will, largely over forty-three thou- 
sand million dollars, that the grand total can 
by no possibility be over $23,400,000,000, 


Time will not permit me to point out the | 


fallaciesin this portion of his report, as I would 
gladly do; and I proceed at once to invite the 
attention of the committee to points which seem 
to require more special animadversion. But, 
before turning to these, let me request gentle- 


| men from Massachusetts, Ohio, Indiana, and 


New York, if they have not already done so, 
to turn to pages 24 et seq., and learn how rap- 
idly their respective States are sinking into 
poverty, and how much poorer their people are 
per capita than they were in 1860. The sug- 
gestion will doubtless surprise them ; yet so cun- 
ningly does Mr. Wells present it that foreigners 
who are not familiar with the truth so patent 
to every observer will be deceived by it and 


|| feel they had better— 


: ‘*Bear those ills they have, ; 
Than fly to others that they know not of.”’ 


One of the processes by which Mr. Wells 
sustains his theory, though not wanting in 
ingenuity, isverysimple. It is to assume that 
everything is now worth from thirty-five to 
yer cent. less than it was at the 
time with which he proposes his comparison. 
We know that wheat and flour and every 
variety of cotton and woolen goods are cheaper 
now than they were in 1860. But Mr. Wells’s 


| theory is, that as there is a difference in the 
| market value of goldand greenbacks, commodi- 


ties of domestic production ought to be dearer ; 


| and applying this theory to such facts as he 


| sees fit to present, he assumes that they are, 


and so establishes the melancholy warning to 


| all persons proposing to emigrate that this is 


| 


not the country to which they should come. 
No demonstration of the falsity of his theory 
or of its absurdity induces him to halt, but in 
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spite of these he presses onward and applies it 
in every case. When examining his last annual 
report I confronted him with the large aceu 
mulation of deposits in the savings-banks as 
evidence that the workingmen of the country 
were not then, as he asserted, ‘‘ growing poorer, 
while the rich were growing richer,”’ and, after 
a year’s reflection, he answers my array of facts 
in this wise : 

_ “Again, the returns of savings-banks are often r¢ 
ferred to as showing a highly prosperous condit 

of the masses. Properly considered, however, the) 
indicate a very different state of things. Thus, 
first and almost the only fact which attracts th 
tention of a mere superficial observer in examinin 


these statistics is a large apparent increase in depos 
its from 1860 to 1868 or 1869. But an intelligent ex 
amination will at once show that a very great part 
of the apparent accumulation referred to is mere 
inflation. For example, let us take the case of Ma 
sachusetts, where the conditions for increase would 
seem to be most favorable: 
In 1860 the savings-banks deposits in this State were 

in round numbers......... axa $45,000,000 
In January, 1869, in currency, $95,000,000, 

gs YE bene 71,000,000 

Increase in cight years..............ccccecees $26,000,000 

or $6,000,000 less than the aggregate deposits of 1860 
would have amounted to in the same time at acom 


pound interest of seven per cent.; or in other words, 
the deposits of 1860 were not made good in 1869, with 

out reference to the increase of population, even it 
we reckon only their natural increase at compound 
interest. It is evident, therefore, that some caus« 
has eaten into the accumulation which existed eight 
years previously, and has occasioned the withdrawal 


| of a portion of that aceumulation.’’ 


If this statement be fair the deposits in the 
savings- banks of the country fluctuated fearfully 
on the 24th of September last, when gold ranged 
from 123 to 165 in an hour, and such of the 
depositors as were in that end of the New York 
gold-room where it was selling at 135 were 
vastly richer than those who were at the same 
moment in the other end at which Albert Spires 
was buying it for 150. A story told in connec 
tion with Mr. Spires’s operations on that occa- 
sion seems to me to illustrate the value of Mr. 
Well’s theory. It is said that a young man 
without capital who had found his way to mem- 
bership of the gold exchange, but had been 
bankrupted even of credit by the operations 
of the preceding day or two, siood near Mr. 
Spires, and as that gentleman cried ‘‘ One sixty 
for one million,’’ tapped him on the shoulder 
and said, ‘‘Taken.’’ ‘‘Same price for two 
millions more,’’ cried Spires. ‘* ‘l'aken,’’ said 
the young bankrupt; and so until Spires had 
bid, and he taken his bids for $13,000,000. 
They then separated, and the young bankrupt 
drawing aside, with a pencil upon the back of a 
letter calculated his profits, and turning to a 
friend triumphantly exclaimed, ‘‘I have just 
made $750,000 out ofold Spires.’ ‘‘Why,’’ said 
a by-stander, ‘‘you do not expect to get any 
of it, do you?’’ ** No; certainly not,’’ said he, 
‘* but, blast him, I thought | would give him 
gold enough.’’ This operation between a luna- 
tic and a bankrupt, neither of whom owned a 
dollar of gold, and by which neither forfeited 
a cent, had about as much relation to their 
fortunes as the market price of gold has upon 
the price of domestic commodities, or deposits 
in the banks to which Mr. Wells applies it. 

In further proof of its absurdity invite at- 
tention to the fact that if his theory be correct 
the depositors in the savings-banks of Massa- 
chusetts have since the preparation of his re 
port, by no effort of their own, without increase 
of industry or unusual economy on their part, 
but .by his magic power, acquired more than 
$9,000,000, as gold is now not at 133 but at 
120; and that they will, if they do not mak 
haste and withdraw their deposits, and we go 
on as we have gone for the last two or three 
months under the financial management of 
Grant and Boutwell, soon make $15,000,000 
more in the same easy, and, I fear, unhallowed 
way; for when gold comes to par even Mr. 
Wells, withall his ingenious effrontery, will not 
deny that having been able to maintain a deposit 
of but $45,000,000 in 1860, they have in eight 
years become able to maintain one of 540,000 
000, which amount they will be able to draw 








370 


in gold or redeemable currency, though they 
deposited greenbacks when gold was at more 
than 200. Before parting with this subject | 
beg leave to inform the committee and Com- 
missioner Wells that at the close of 1869 the 
aggregate deposits at rest in the savings-banks 
ol Massachusetts were notas he states $95,000- 
000, but $112,000,000, showing that the labor- 
ing people of that State, who he says are eating 
up their former savings so rapidly, have added 
517,000,000 to their interest bearing invest- 
ment in,the last year. 

The prominent characteristics of Mr. Wells's 
reportare audacity and advocacy of the interests 
of England and her American colonies. That 
it is ingenious and plausible cannot be denied ; 
but that it is so does not in my judgment fur- 
uish proof of the Commissioner's ability or 
evidence of his possession of well-grounded 
convictions on industrial questions. Indeed, 
the fact that many of the suggestions which are 
most earnestly pressed contravene those em- 
bodied in his former reports, and his avowal 
that in offering them ‘‘ he has placed himself 
in antagonism to many with whom he was 
formerly in close agreement,’’ afford ample 
ground for doubt on both points. 

‘* Remember, gentlemen,’’ said the expe- 
rienced merchant who now so ably fills the office 
of colleetor of the port of New York, when 
conferring with the Committee of Ways and 
Means, ‘* that the legal ability of England and 
the continent is constantly retained by foreign 
manufacturers to indicate the means by which 
your tariffs may be evaded.’’ Mr. Wells visited 
our transatlantic rivals in his official capacity, 
and while among them doubtless availed him- 
self of the ability of their large array of able and 
well-paid counsel. Whether healso wasretained 
is for the present the subject of conjecture. But 
that he enforces as ‘‘ opinions and recommend- 
ations which have been forced upon him by 
conviction’’ the wishes of the English manufac- 
turers there is abundant evidence in the report, 
as | propose to show, 

rhe most audacious of Mr. Wells’ s assertions, 


and one that pervades the whole report, is that 


customs duties are always a tax on the con 

sumer, increasing the price of the imported 
article on which they are levied and enabling 
the home producer to realize undue profits by 
keeping production steadily below the current 
demand for the commodity he produces. Were 
Mr. Wells a tyro, and this report his first pub- 
lication, charity would deem this a blunder 
and ascribe itto ignorance; but he is aman of 
large experience, and has written much, and 
reference to any of the publications which led 
to his appointment to the commissionership, 
or to his preceding reports, will convict him of 
basing this official paper on a principle the fal- 
sityof which he has time and egain abundantly 
established, 
i think, by a single extract from his report 
made December, 1867, in which, speaking of 
the higher duties he then advised Congress to 
put on steel, he said: 

“On steel much higher rates of duty than those 
recommended upon iron are submitted. Although 
these rates seem much higher, and are protested 
against by nota few American consumers of steel, yet 
the evidence presented to the Commissioner tends to 
establish the fact that if any less are granted the de- 
velopment of a most important and desirable branch 
of domestic industry will, owing to the present cur- 
rency derangement and the high price and scarcity 
ofskilled labor, bearrested, if notentirely prostrated, 
rhis is claimed to be more especially true in regard 
to steel of the higher grades or qualities. It is also 
represented to the Commissioner that since the intro- 
duction of the manufacture of these grades of steel 
in the United States, or since 1859, the price of foreign 
stecl of similar qualities has been very considerably 
reduced through the effect of the American compe- 
tition, and that the whole country in this way has 
gained more than sufficient to counterbalance the 


tax levied asa protection for the American steel man- 
ufacture, which has grown up under its influence.” 


Mr. Wells can dispute none of the facts 
asserted in the foregoing extract, which prove 
that prior to the close of 1867 highly protect- 
ive duties on steel had not been a tax on but 
a boon to the consumer; so great a boon,indeed, 


His bad faith in this is proven, | 


competition they had so far reduced the price 
of steel that, to quote his words again, ‘‘ the 
whole country in this way has gained more 
than sufficient to counterbalance the tax levied 
as a protection for the American steel manufac- 
ture, which has grown up under its influence.”’ 

You, Mr. Chairman, and many of our cola- 
borers on this floor, are interested in the exten- 
sion and improvement of our magnificent rail- 
road system, and I propose to illustrate the 
treachery of the Commissioner by briefly refer- 
ring to the effect of high productive duties on 
Bessemer steel rails. In 1865 there was no 
establishment in the United States for the 
manufacture of such rails. 


The lowest price | 
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, classification of steel, and proposed rates 





January 1]. 


If gentlemen will turn to page 125 of th, 


report they will find a schedule presenting . 


5 4 


duty on each class. It purports to be Mr. Wel! . 
own suggestion, and is submitted with aJ| 4) 
emphasis that the abundant resort to italic 
can give. [hope gentlemen will examine it, ; 
I think that with its private history it furnish, 
a clew to his change of views on the questi, 
as to whether a protective duty that devel, 


| a great industry isa tax, and his Saul-like eo, 
| version on the steel question. For nearly a qua, 


'at which an American company could buy | 


friends the monopoly of our market. W 
can have brought him to such a conclusion? | 


| 


that by enlarging the supply and increasing \ 


them in England was $150 per ton cash, gold, 
including freight to New York or Philadel- 
—_ 


No English maker would sell them at | 


ess. Agents of the Pennsylvania Central, || 


and Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore 


roads went abroad and canvassed the market, | 
and having been assured that such rails could 
not be produced and sold at a living profit for | 


a lower price than this, purchased a small | 


quantity for each company. The duty wasthen, 


as now, an ad valorem duty of forty-five per | 


cent., which at that price was equivalent to 
about three cents per pound. 


Gold was then || 


above 200, and each ton of rails had cost when | 
on the wharf in Philadelphia $390, currency. | 


Our country abounds in the materials from 
which to make not only Bessemer rails, but 
every quality of steel, and the wages paid to 
American workmen are high enough to tempt 


skilled workmen from England and Germany. | 


In view of these tacts several enterprising || 


railroad men determined to establish Bessemer 
rail works. ‘This was not to be done in a day. 
It required the selection of a judicious site, the 


erection of extensive buildings, the construc- | 
tion of a large amount of machinery, which con- | 


sumed considerably morethanayear. During 
all this time the price of English rails remained 
at $150 cash, gold, per ton delivered on the 
wharf in America. 
Works, at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, so called 
in commemoration of our partial enfranchise- 
ment from the grasp of foreign monopolists, 
were ready to take orders, and another estab- 
lishment for their production was erecting at 


But at length the Freedom | 


Troy, New York, when lo! the same English | 
manufacturers, who had been unable to sell at 


less than $150 per ton, canvassed our market 
to find buyers at $130. What wrought this 
great change? Had the Commissioner’s English 
friends been making profits off our railroad 
companies greater than he ascribes to our 
producers of salt, pig-iron, lumber, and other 
things essential to national independence; or 
were they willing to sacrifice the profit ona 
small part of their annual product in order to 
crush an infant rival whose development they 
feared? Be this as it may, in less than three 
years competition has brought the “~— of Bes- 
semer rails down so rapidly that orders are now 
taken in England at eleven pounds sterling, or 


about fifty-five dollars, deliverable at Liverpool |; 


or Hull. Meanwhile the mills for their pro- 
duction at Troy, New York, and others at 
Chester, Pennsylvania, Cleveland, Ohio, and 
Detroit, Michigan, have been completed ; and 
the plans have been adopted for others at Mott 
Haven, New York; Pittsburg, Johnstown, and 


Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; Baltimore, Cincin- | 


nati, and St. Louis; but their construction 
awaits and is dependent on the action of Con- 
gress on the tariff. These facts are known to 
Mr. Wells, yet he endeavors to persuade the 
country that a protective duty is always a tax 
on the consumer, and labors to induce Con- 
gress to reduce a duty which was at the rate of 
three cents to one anda half cent pe pound; a 
change which he well knows woul 
Bessemer rail works and restore to his wo 
at 


What is to be his reward for such a consumma- 
tion? 


close all our | 


|| terofacentury our duties on cast-steel have hou, 


assessed upon the value ofthe commodity, o , 
valorem ; and recent investigations by an agen, 
of the Government has shown that through», 
the whole of the period the steel-makers of 
Sheffield, by refusing to sell directly to Amer; 
can purchasers and consigning their goods 
their agents in this country for sale, by whic; 
cunning arrangement they could success{\j\, 
practice a system of undervaluation, have hee, 
defrauding the Government of a large portio 
of its dues. 
The Sheffield steel-makers are men of wea|! 
_ and,social position, and this discovery of the 
long-continued and systematic fraud upon oy, 
| Government has not been a pleasant thing { 
them. The charge is distasteful to them. 4 
combination to cheat and defraud has an uy); 
sound. “They squirm under it and admit thy 
| steel has been invoiced to the United States , 
lower rates than those at which they sell j) 
Kingland or to the people of the Continent, }y 
' assert that, low as the invoice prices are, thi 
_ are the prices at which they sell in this country. 
Good, kind-hearted, benevolent people! Hoy 
| they do love the Yankees! To be willing: 
sell them their wares cheaper than they will : 
their own countrymen or to any of the peop! 
of Europe! Have they any reason for doing so, 
or do they pretend to have any? Yes; they a 
not withgut a show of reason. They say—an( 
| their letters are on file in the Treasury Depart 
ment, and theigyagents have appeared ther 
to enforce the statement—that our marke! 
essential to the maintenance of their wor! 
and that such is the competition they encoun 
ter from our steel-makers that they are fore 


to sell to us at lower people. they do tot 


| English or any other pe . In a letter to 
consul at that city, dated July 10, 1869, Thom: 
Firth & Son, of Sheffield, say : 


‘*We have a very large steel trade in Amer 
amounting to a large proportion of our whole bu 
ness, and in that market there is from various circu 
| stances much competition; and these two cnuses- 
| large tradeand competition combined—have indw 
us to be satisfied with a smaller average profit ther 
than we have realized on the average in our ot! 
markets.”’ 


Mr. Wells has seen the report of Mr. Far 
well, the Treasury agent referred to, and ha: 
examined, or ought to have examined, all th: 
papers in this controversy, and might hav 
cited them as proof of his assertion that thi 
reduction in the price of steel has more tha’ 
compensated the American people for all th 
duty paid on that article since the establisi: 
ment of our first successful steel works in 15". 
But I have been led into a digression. 
| Ihad said that the discovery of their sys 
| tematic frauds was not a pleasant thing to t 
| English steel-makers, and was proceeding | 
say that foreseeiug it would probably lead ' 
the abandonment of ad valorem and the le) 
ing of specific duties on steel they have ove! 
whebned the Secretary of the Treasury an 
other official personages with unsolicited, an! 
of course, disinterested advice. That we shou 
not suffer for want of their experience, the dra 
of a bill providing a scale of duties on steel w* 
prepared,as I am informed and verily believe, )) 
or in consultation with a member of one of t! 


examined the original draft as it came fro! 
Sheffield, and have a copy of it before ™ 





‘It is a proposition by the vulture to prote” 


leading firms of steel-makers of Sheffield. an 
sent over to a gentleman specially connecte’ 
with legislation on financial subjects. 1 hav 


wr aeacs ae 


- 


this | 


c 4] 
yr Ub 


ter 
mari 
to pu 
It 13, 
necti 
so fa 
this 1 
unim 
that 
that 
ers O 


’ 
/ 
‘ 
\ 


cents 
On 
bars, : 
Ons 
ows CCN 
One 
on all 
ished 
cent | 
On 
drilles 
ered 
pound 


One 
cents | 

One: 
in plat 
inclus' 
pound 
cents | 
24, 3 ec 

One 
in forn 
which 
cold t 
cents ] 

Thin 
gauge, 

On ¢ 
rolling 
roads, 

On ¢ 
axles, | 
and ge 
patter) 


Do. 
li cent 


Do. « 
for use 
On 
axles 
only 1: 
On 
axles, 
rough 
and sl 
pound 
Do, 


for use 


On 
cents | 
On s 
provid 
pound 


It y 
ules g 
tical, 
Mr. ¥ 
the sa 
coinci 
the p 
points 
phrase 
that w 
in any 
unimp 








uest 
evel 
ke 
ag 
ve be 
y, or 
n ager 
ugh 
kers 
Amer 
oods { 
y whi 
»SStul 
ve b 


port 


f we alt 
of the 
pon 
hing 
em. Jj 
an 
mit tha 
states 
y Se@il 
ent, | 
ire, th 
Ountry 
a | H 
illing 
y will 
C pe 
loing s 
they: 
ay—al 
Depart 
ed tl 
arket 
r Wor 


lo to t 
er to 
Thor 


Aint 
le 

LS ¢ 

»enu 
eindu 
rofit t 
our ot 


Mr. Fa 
and hi 
1, all th 
rht hal 
that t 
ore tha 
yr all t! 
stablish 


sin Is 


helt 
ng tot 
eding 
y lead | 


the levy 


ave ov 
sury a! 


ited, al 


ve shi 

the dra 
steel Ww 
elieve, | 
ne of t! 
Held, al 


onnectt 


| ha' 


ame Ir 
‘fore 1 
) pr te 


187. 


tion. It would, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


It is plausible in its minute classi- 
had it 


been honestly 


si d, have been entitled a bill to prohibit the 


nufacture of steel 


in the 


United States. 


‘3, however, entitled * A bill toamend an 
+ entitled ‘An act to increase duties on im- 


), 1864. 


nd fi yr other purposes, 


It furnished Mr. Wells his schddule ; 


? approved June 


nd that gentlemen may see how completely 


Dia 


as adopted it, how entirely his views on 


this important subject are in accord with those 


tne steel 


rest it is to hold 


art 


pur 
I 


[t is, perhaps, due to Mr. Wells, in this 
nection. that I should mention the fact t 


monopolists of England, whose 
us in commercial and 
time dependence, I will ask the reporters 
t the two schedules in parallel columns. 


hat he 


<o far exercisedyhis own judgment in making 
is recommendation as to modify two or three 
nimportant rates and to change the order from 


at in which the items 


Lal 


stand in the bill: and 


t to make the comparison easy for the read- 


of the Globe, | have arranged them in the 
rder chosen by Mr. Wells: 


i 


On scrap ste l, 

per pound, 4 
On blister steel in bar 
ltinge 1 


oken up for melting, 1 
ents per pound. 

On German steel in 

irs, 2 cents per pound. 

Qn shear steel in bar 

cents per pound. 

On cast-steel ingots and 
mn all rough and unfin 
ished castings in steel, 1 
ent per pound. 


On castings in steel, 
lrilled, bored, or ham- 
red cold, 1} cents per 
und. 
On cast-steelin bars, 2 


ents per pound. 

Oneast or German steel 
in plates to16 wire gauge, 
nelusive, 2 cents per 
pound; from 17 to 24, 2} 
cents per pound; abovs 
24,3 cents per pound. 

On cast or German steel 
in form of wire and sheets 
which are drawn orrolled 
cold to 16 wire gauge, 
ents per pound. 

Thinner than 16 wire 
auge,3: cents per pound, 


On cast-steel tires for 
rolling-stock for rail- 
roads, 2 cents per pound. 

On ecast-steel straight 
axles, shafts, piston*rods, 
and general forgings to 
pattern, 1 cent per pound. 


_ Do. do. rough-turned, 
i cents per pound. 


Do. do. finished ready 
for use, 2cents per pound. 
On cast-steel crank 
ixles forged to shape, 
only 1} cents per pound. 


On ecast-steel crank 
ixles, forged to shape, 
rough - turned, planed, 


ind slotted, 1} cents per 
pound. 

Do. do. finished ready 
loruse, 2cents per pound. 


On cast-steel rails, 1! 
cents per pound. 

Yn steel not otherwise 
provided for, 2 cents per 


pound, 


Nhe file ld bill, 


On serap steel, + cent 
pound. 

On blister steel in bars 

broken up for melting, 1) 


ents per pound. 
On German steel in 
bars, 2 cents per pound. 
n shear steel in |! 
nts per pound. 
On cast-steel 


t per pound, 


Nars, 


1 


ingots, | 


On castings insteel with 
holes drilled or bored, 
hammered or turned or 
planed in parts, but in no 
cas hammered or worke l 
hot, 1¢ cents per pound. 

On ecast-steel in bars, 2! 
cents per pound. 

On castor German steel 
heets or plates to No. 
23 wire gauge 

per pound, 


in 


cents 


On cast or German steel 
in form of wire or strips 
which are drawn orrolled 
ld to 16 wire gauge, 3 
cents per pound, 
When drawn or rolled 


smaller than 16 wire 
auge,3i cents per pound. 
On east-steel tires for 
rolling-stock for rail- 


roads, 2 cents per pound. 

On cast-steel straight- 
axles, piston, connect- 
ing and coupling - rods, 
crank - pins, slide-bars, 
and general forgings to 
pattern only, 1/ cents per 
pound, 

If forged to shape and 
rough-turned or planed, 
1) cents per pound. 

If finished ready for 
use, 2 cents per pound. 

On cast-steel crank- 
shafts, if forged to shape 
only, 1+ cents per pound. 

On cast-steel crank 
shafts, if forged to shape, 
rough - turned, planed, 
and slotted, 15 cents per 
pound, 

On cast-steel crank 
shafts, if forged to shape, 
finished ready for use, 23 
cents per pound. 

On cast-steel 
cent per pound. 

On steel or manufac- 
tures of steel, not other- 
wise provided for, 2; cents 
per pound. 


rails, 1 


. [t will be observed that the foregoing sched- 
ules are, as I intimated, not absolutely iden- 
tical, but they are 40 nearly so as to prevent 
Mr. Wells from denying that they sprang from 
the same brain and pleading the possibility of 
coincidence—I do not say the probability, but 
the possibility of coincidence—on so many 
points of rate and general and _ technical 


phraseology. 


And it will be further noticed 


that where the slightest departure in rate occurs 
in any One item, as is the case in two or three 
Unimportant instances, it is immediately com- 


pensate d for in the next item by a correspond 
ing change the other way. Thus, Mr. Wells is 
more generous to his countrymen in the matte 
of Bessemer rails than their 


Sheffield riva 
would be. He proposes to kill them instantly 





? 
by putting the rate at one centa pound while 
Mr. Wells is willing to give them breathing time 
in which to put their houses in order by letting 
1; ] ‘ ‘ae ' } 
them die slowly at one and a half cent. And 
in the next item the Englishman proves the 


more generous ; for he proposes two and a half 
cents on all steel and manufactures of steel not 
provided for, and Mr. Wells would crush hi 

countrymen instantly by making the duty on 
those articles but two cents. 

I cannot leave this branch of the subject 
without saying that I believe 
erally who compare these schedules will agree 
with me in thinking that Mr. Wells’s Sheftield 
employers have treated him badly, i] 
Having induced him to father their project, so 
prejudicial to his country and so destructive to 
the business of many of his countrymen, they 
violated faith with him when they made their 
paternity of the scheme known by sending a 


rentiemen gen- 


Curviiy. 


| copy of the bill to official quarters in this coun 
try in advance of the publication of his report. 


| duty is necessarily a tax on the consumer to 


PIG-IRON. 

With all the zeal of a new convert or coun 
sel laboring to secure a contingent fee 
Wells applies his assumption that a protective 
pig-iron, and by the plausibility of his argu 
ment would make innocent and inexperienced 
people believe that he really hoped to secure 
cheap pig-iron by reducing the duty on that 
article from nine dollars a ton to three dollars. 
Could he close our steel works, as the accept 
ance of the Sheffield schedule recommended by 
him would do in three months, and arrest the 
progress we are making in the increased pro- 
duction of pig-iron, he would do more to retard 
the progress of his country toward commercial 
prosperity and national supremacy than Davis, 
lee, and all the heads of the rebellion accom- 
plished. I cannot conceive the single cause 
that would do more to depress and impoverish 
our people and retard the growth of our coun- 
try than the sudden prostration of these great 
interests at a time when the English or con- 
tinental manufacturer will purchase none of 
our grain for which he has to pay a penny in 
advance of the price for which he can buy 
from the peasants of Austria and Russia. 

But this recommendation with reference to 
pig-iron is consistent with the rest of the report, 


| throughout which the desire is manifest to make 


the United States as commercially dependent 
on and tributary to England as though they 
were still part of her North American colonies. 
He cites pig-iron, coal, salt, and lumber as 
illustrations of a class of cases where excessive 
and unnecessary duties have been imposed and 
maintained ‘‘ with a view of enhancing the cost 


| of articles indispensable to many other branches 
| of production’’; and elsewhere says that the 


only reply offered to his assaults upon this great 
and essential interest ‘‘is that a continuance 
of the present duty on pig-iron is necessary to 
insure employment to American labor.’ 

I pause to notice his assertion, that Con 
gress in the midst of a great war imposed un- 
necessary exactions in order to increase the 
cost of an article so essential as iron to the 
life of the nation, simply to remark that such 
an intimation is worthy the man who can sap 
and mine the great interests of his country as 
Commissioner Wells is doing. The present 
duty on pig-iron was imposed for two pur- 
poses, both of which were patriotic. The first 
was to raise additional revenue, and the other 
to stimulate the conversion of ore, coal, and 
limestone, of which in almost every part of the 
country we have inexhaustible supplies, into a 
material the increased production of which 
was a prerequisite to the general extension of 
our industries and the maintenance of the 
dignity and rights of the nation, which were 


| which he was required to a 
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then being violated by the armed cruisers of 
h ountry to which we looked for a supply 
f pig-iron and Bessemer rails. And, sir, | 
am happy in being able to show that it has 
aec mplished both these objects, aud that 
itted to stand for five years it will 

contributing largely to the reduction of 
nsure us not only a home supply of 
jut such ample means of producing 
enable us to enter the market * the w 
competition with England. 

What has it de a& revenue measu 
During the year that ended on the: 
[S68, we derived from this duty $1,011,109 
in the succeeding year, closing on th: 
June, 1869, $1,199,762 55; and in the current 


{tscal year will giveusastill larger income, with 


‘ 


Lhe counts 


HNHoarmitta >) 
permiitte >» White 
our debt, 
pig-iron, 
j 
1 


as Whiii 


1 
I 


ne as 


Uth of Jun 


out inthe shiightest degree impairing the revenu 





ived from our consumption of foreign iron i 
more advanced condition. This is shown by 
» following statement of the quantities of th 








various kinds of iron and steel exported fr 
‘ “i ayaa eas } 
Great Britain to the United States during th 
ten months ending October 51, of t veal 
LS68-59, in tons of 2,000 pound 
gag 
[ron, pig and puddled aaa S44 
[ron : rle, bolt, and rod & 
lron tilr 1, of all sorts 255.4 $ 
Lron castings.......... eas l } 1.77 
[ron hoops, sheets, and boiler plates, 15 
lron, wrought, of all sorts 1 
ROGME ated keinditiecctchenet 1458 s 
sucht. 14.8 
+] Post BR ais . 
Ha t the duty of nine dollars per ton on 


‘on been eminently successfulas a revenue 
? Ithinkit has: butits most abundan 


has been in } 


pig il 
measure 
to increase the 


uccess $ power 


upply, improve the quality, and lessen th 
cost of domestic pig-iron. ‘The Commissior 
raises no question as to the relative quality « 
British and American iron, and does not, as I 
remember, state the quantity of our annua 
production, except that in one of his hypo 
thetical calculations of the values realized fror 
different departments of industry, to stat 
sume some quan 
tity, he places the annual product for 1869 a 
1,725,000 tons, or just about 175,000 tons below 
1e ascertained production of that year. ‘That 
1e average quality of American pig, bar, and 
railroad iron is superior to the average of the 
same descriptions of English iron is an almost 
universally-conceded fact; but to blazon this 
to the world would not serve the interest of the 
Commissioner’s British friends, and heisthere- 
fore silent upon this aspect of the question also. 
He tells us with much elaboration what he has 
been told has been the cost of production per 
ton at several points in this country,* and the 





} 
t 
1 
i 


This portion of the Commissioner's report ha 


clicited the following memorial: 
l'o the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled : 

In the late report of Hon. David A. Wells, Special 
Commissioner of the Revenue, the following para 

raph appears: 

**In the valley of the Cumberland and in the an 
thracite districts of Pennsylvania, and at Scranton, 
the Commissioner is informed by those conversant 
with the business that the average cost of manufac 
in the case of furnaces favorably situated, und 
good management and with coal at ordinary prices, 
is not in excess of from twenty-four to twenty-six 
dollars per ton, and in some instances is much Ik 
than this figure. These estimates, furthermore, i 

hould be observed, include a liberal interest on the 

ipital invested, which is turned on an average fro1 
two to three times per annum.’’ 

Your memorialists, representing thirty-seven fu 
naces in the Lehigh, Schuylkill, and Susquchar 
regions, producing annually in the aggregate o1 
270,000 tons of pig-iron, respectfully expr their 
lief, based upon personal knowledge, that the al 

tement of the Commissioner will be found 

critical examination erroneous, and if accept 
Congress a most dangerous guide to legislation. ! 
the authority of our personal knowledge we beg ie: 
to state that the average cost per ton at the fur 

we represent, exclusive of any interest on Capit 
and the expenses of moving product from the fur 
naces, in the year 1868 was $29 162, and in the first 

months of 186, $29 63: while we the cost! 
the last six months will not ntaterially vary there 


m, the prices being the avera of the 


} 
| 
t 


believe 
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market — per ton during the year in Eng- 
land and here. 

But though his report abounds in hypotheses 
and caleulations based on estimates and sup- 
positions, he nowhere tells or attempts to tel 
us what we would have been made to pay the 
Lritish iron master for his inferior pig, bar, 

heet, and rails if the American production of 
»ig-iron had not been more than doubled since 
the establishment of this duty, and if the man- 
ifacture of cast-steel and Bessemer rails had 
otalso been established at so many points 
vithin our limits. He is not ignorant of the 
fact that in little more than a year past sixty- 
five new blast furnaces have been erected, 
and that they are to employ a portion of the 
people of fifteen States. Six of them are in 
New York, one in New Jersey, nineteen in 
Pennsylvania, one in Maryland, four in Vir- 
vinia, six in Ohio, five in Indiana, three in 
Illinois, five in Michigan, two in Wisconsin, 
ix in Missouri, three in Kentucky, one in 
Cieorgia, two in Alabama, and one in 'Ten- 
These furnaces have increased our 
productive power to nearly two million five 
hundred thousand tons per annum. Arrange- 
inents are also making for the erection of more 
than fifty other furnaces during the year upon 
which we have just entered, many of which 
have been commenced. The estimated prod- 
uct of pig-iron for this year istwo million two 
hundred and twenty-five thousand tons, orabout 
fifty per cent. of the annual average produc- 
tion of Great Britain. 

‘These facts are, I repeat, known to the Com- 
missioner; and he knows also that by a law as 


nessee. 


inevitable as that of gravitation domestic com-- 


petition increasing in such a ratio must at an 
early day bring down the price of iron as it has 
that of wheat and flour, and of knit and other 
cotton and woolen goods, to a point beyond 
danger from foreign competition ; and by thus 
relieving us from dependence on Kngland for 
the first essential in a great war, will also make 
us her competitor in the markets of the world 
in a field her supremacy in which has hitherto 
made herthe commercial mistress of the world. 

[ will not offer an estimate of what would 
have been the price of pig-iron had not the 


product, embracing the three qualities of iron, 
namely, Nos, 1, 2, and 3. 

We respectfully express the conviction that the 
foregoing average cost of the product of the furnaces 
we represent is below the average cost of the product 
of American furnaces collectively; it being our belict 
that we represent interests having important eco- 
nomic advantages. 

in view of the foregoing statements we respect 
fully ask as an act of justice to the Commissioner, to 
the producer of American pig iron, to the public and 
to its Representatives in Congress, that you will make 
a special and searching inquiry for the data on which 
the Commissioner has based his statements, and into 
the accuracy of our statements as above, that the 
truth may bemade public and error, however strongly 
indorsed, be effectually confuted, 

LEHIGH CRANE TRON COMPANY, 
Catasauqua, Lehigh county, Pennsylvania. 
ALLENTOWN IRON COMPANY, 
Allentown, Lehigh county, Pennsylvania. 
SAUCON TRON COMPANY, 
Hellertown, Lehigh county, Pennsylvania. 
ANDOVER IRON COMPANY, 
Phillipsburg, New Jersey. 
MONTGOMERY IRON COMPANY, 
Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, 
J.B. MOORHEAD & CO., 
Montgomery county, Pennsylvania. 
ROBERTS IRON COMPANY, 
Allentown, Lehigh county, Pennsylvania. 
REPPLIER, LANIGAN & CO., 
Montgomery county, Pennsylvania. 
CULESTNUT HILL TRON ORE COMPANY, 
Columbia, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. 
kk. HALDEMAN &CO., Chickies Station, 
Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. 
Cc. B. GRUBB & SON, 
Columbia, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. 
C. 8. KAUFFMAN, 
Columbia, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. 
ATKINS BROTHERS, 
Pottsville, Montgomery county, Pennsylvania. 
CARBON IRON COMPANY, 
Parryville, Carbon county, Pennsylvania. 
HENRY 8. ECKERT, Reading, Pennsylvania. 
G. DAWSON COLEMAN, 


Lebanon, Pennsylvania. 


necessities of the Government compelled it to | 
duty that was protective and which | 
justified men of enterprise in opening coal | 


impose a 


mines and ore-beds and erecting furnaces ; but 
to enable gentlemen to judge for themselves, I 
submit the following. On page 85 of the report 
I am considering the Commissioner says: 

‘** low great the demand of the future is likely to 
prove may be inferred from the circumstance that 
while the per capita consumption of Great Britain 
and Belgium, after allowing for exportation, has 
reached one hundred and eighty-nine pounds per 
annum, the present annual consumption of the Uni- 
ted States is not in excess of one hundred pounds 
per capita, No nation, furthermore, at the present 
time, with the exception of Great Britain, is pro- 
ducing pig-iron in suflicient excess of its needs to 
allow of «a surplus for exportation; and in Great 
LGritain the prospect of any future increase is entirely 
dependent upon the uncertain condition of her being 
able to supply coal on a seale of consumption that is 
already in exeess of one hundred and four million 
tons per annum.”’ 


On page 3 of his report made January, 1869, 
Mr. Wells tells us that— 

**In France the annual product of pig-iron was in 
1866 1,253,100 tons, and in 1867 1,142,800 tons, showing 
a decline of 110,500 tons, 

“In Austria the official returns of the iron trade 
show a diminution of forty-two per cent. in 1866 as 
compared with 1860, and of sixty per cent. as com- 
pared with 1562.’’ 

And in that valuable paper, the report of 
A. S. Hewett, esq.. United States commis- 
sioner to the Paris IEXxposition, we learn that 
ours is almost the only country in the world 
that can largely expand its production of iron. 
Mr. Hewett agrees with Mr. Wells that it is 
problematical as to whether England can for 
the present increase her production mate- 
rially. Methinks she may maintain her present 
position among other continental see lain 
but beyond this he does not think she can go, 
by reason of the depth of her mines and the 
‘intrinsic ditliculties of producing the re- 
quired supply of materials and labor, without 
an enormous increase of cost.”’ 

The iron production of the world for 1866, 
as stated by Mr. Hewett, was as follows: 


‘ te me Wrought 

Countries. Pig-iron. inom. 

Tons, Tons, 
NI Oi is coc cgtcuaeatnads 4,530,051 3,500,000 
Nt 1,200,320 844,734 
ke ed 500,000 400,000 
IID. « udckavenhewidiockodonessnenctee: 800,000 400,000 
OT” | ne es ce ae ee 312,000 200,000 
NN itil tian te 226,676 148,292 
ck a ee 108,000 350,000 
SUID scieck.: \aaGe: watainntilgceimcaduad 75,000 50,000 
Italy ..... a a cele NE 30,000 20,000 
SOV ECMOTIRMG sccccccccesnsdcocteccecce 15,000, | 10,000 
ic 250,000 | 200,000 
United States 1,175,900 | 882,000 
Total....... Aitiiiidichepadaaiel | 9,322,047 | 7,205,026 


Thus it appears that with a production of less 
than ten million tons for the world’s supply no 
other country than ours is in a position to make 
a large and immediate addition to its annual 
production. ‘The difficulties in the way may 
be briefly stated thus: Sweden possesses ex- 
haustless supplies of the richest primitive ores, 
but she has no coal, and her annual production 
of charcoal-iron is believed to have reached its 
limit. Her function will henceforth be to mine 
and exportore. Russia has ample supplies of 
ore, but so far as exploration has yet discov- 
ered is deficient incoal. Shecan, however, for 
some time somewhat augment her production 
of charecoal-iron. Austria, Italy, Spain, andthe 


| States of the Zollverein have ore, but little or 


no coal available for iron-making, and are 
unable to extend, if they can maintain, their 
present production of charcoal-iron. France 
Has neither coal nor ore sufficient to supply her 
wants. England furnishes her with one third 
the coal she now consumes in the manufacture 
ofiron. Little Belgium has both coal and ore, 
and they are advantageously situated, but the 
field is so contracted that she cannot increase 


| her production beyond her own wants, and 
| Prussia is a large importer of coal and pig-iron 
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from England. So much for: prospective jp. 
crease of supplies; while, as illustrative of the 
growing demand, I need only allude to th, 
gigantic systems of railroads buildingin Rugg: 
and India, the latter at immense cost by Eng. 
land, in the hope of impairing our supremacy 
as producers of cotton. 
Had we continued to rely upon England fo, 
pig-iron in excess of our capacity to produce 
it at the time of fixing nine dollars as the duty 
and also to draw our supplies of cast-steel ay 
Bessemer rails from her, the extension of oy, 
railroad system must have heen checked an 
the per capita consumption of iron in this coyy. 
try been much restricted. For nine years 
before the imposition of that duty our annua! 
production had been less than 800,000 tons. 
and that of England had notgincreased at tho 
rate of 100,000 tons perannum. Our deman( 
increases at the rate of from 170,000 to 200,009 
tons per annum. Whence but from our own 
ore beds and coal mines could the supply have 
been drawn? ‘The production of pig-iron jy 
<ngland and the United States from 1854 t, 
1862 inclusive was as follows: 





Unite { 

England, States, 

BE uddic cus aimeeu eo eekRGUNRs oaiees snvieenoes .-3,069,838 716.67 
DEBS. .ccccrocssscsesensoesesees cocnceneesecessces 3,218,154 = 754,17 
ait ee oo obs 86,377 874,42 
EE Sos davlihin idickgiiiibatbals ann Dinca cnnckikealeed 609,447 7981 
POE diiidisnnsicdasiveucnaneunacbaletdenccsatscceceeeeee 705, 

Sess vahsinsckstbinnsecd sitters Oa 
esc socdltpigsiinaa odecd etn cele Davee vaxins 3,826,702 913.77 

DD ic dn ects nacessbecssveckouvesvocenesticceccee . TRIB 
POU diap siciscadiibdestiinstcnecea seid TET 


These figures show that the two great iroy 
producing countries of the world, Englan( 
and the United States, increased their join: 
production less than one hundred thousand 
tons per annum for nine consecutive years. 
while we alone demand an increase of at least 
one hundred and seventy thousand tons, an( 
prove the assertion that but for the applica 
tion of an incentive to the production of iroy 
in this country the expansion of our railroa! 
system and our general material progress 
must have been impossible. Was there an) 
charm by which an increased supply could |) 
evoked? Was there any means by which th 
disparity between the wages of English labo 
ers in iron-works and such as were essential | 
the support of American citizens who mig! 
engage In similar employments could be cou 
terbalanced? Yes, Mr. Chairman, there was 
one, and that was applied. It was such a duty 
as would give capitalists and men of enterpris 
a guarantee that if they paid workmen fair 
American wages for building furnaces, diggin: 
and hauling coal, ore, and limestone, and con 
verting them into pig-iron they should not | 
undersold in our own markets by the produ 
tions of underpaid British workmen. Nine dol: 
lars per ton it was believed would give them 
that guarantee, and yet leave our markets so 
largely open to English competition that we 
should derive more duty from pig-iron than we 
had done under lower duties. 

I have spoken of the difference between the 
wages of English and American workmen. Le! 
me show how great it is. The English shilling 
is twenty-five cents of our money. Commercial 
men know this; there are, however, many 0! 
our people not familiar with the details of com- 
merce and the exchangeable value of money to 
whom it may be proper to state the fact. Turv- 
ing again to the report of Mr. Hewett, which ! 
recur to frequently and always with a renewed 
sense of obligation, I find the rates of wages 
paid in England in 1866 to have been as follows: 

Wages paid in South Staffordshire, England in 1800. 
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The average price of skilled and unskilled labor 
the iron-works in England does not exceed 4e a 
lay. . — 4 
"At the coal and iron works of Creed & Williams, in 
raleium, the wages paid in 1866 were as follows: 


Per day. 










Common laborers..... stents aaa dca ls, “ to da. 6d. 
| vaders of OE cvabiatesttunitedess Oe 6 to 2 ll 
W OU -CULCOTS 0000. .cccccecsecrescseceees s 8 6 & 2 11 
Wood or tree-Setters.........000- - ds 1 to § 0 
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Fillers....- a. os 3 
Box fillers t to 1 8 
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AMON. ccseepdacusenscnecened ih tw 2 6 
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In all other European countries wages are lower 
than in England. 

These figures are worthy of the study of the 
workingmen of this country, whom Mr. Com- 
missioner Wells is persistently striving to array 
n hostility against those whose interests, for 
the present at least, are identical with their 
own—the men who have embarked their capi- 
tal in an attempt to make the United States || 
commercially and politically independent of || 
Great Britain, and who, if sustained in good | 
faith, will not only accomplish this, but enable || 
us to meet her in the markets of the world 4 
with pig, bar, and sheet-iron,with steel in all its || 
forms, including cutlery, and with iron ships 
carrying a commerce as extended as her own || 
upon every sea. 

Having shown that the experiment of pine || 
dollars per ton has been successful as a rev- || 
enue measure, now let us see what effect it || 
has had in stimulating production without || 

diminishing the wages of labor. When it was || 
adopted English iron-masters saw that with | 
our inexhaustible fields and rich varieties of || 
coal and ore we must soon become competitors || 
with them for our home market, and at no dis- 
tant day a formidable rival in the general mar- 
kets of this continent. This it was their inter- 
est to prevent if possible, and though their 
increase of production had been less than 
100,000 tons per annum for the preceding nine | 
years, they added 500,000 tons the next year, 
and in 1865 produced nearly 900,000 tons more | 
than they had ever done before. I have shown 
the production of the two countries from 1854 | 
to 1862. The Morrill tariff, which raised the | 
In 1864 

The results have | 


duty to $6, went into effect in 1861. 
the duty was raised to $9. 
been as follows: 


United 
England. States. | 
4,510,040 947,604 | 


. 4,767,951 


1,135,497 | 


4,819,254 931,582 || 

4,523,897 1,350,943 || 

4,761,028 1,461,626 || 
- 1,603,000 





; 1,900,000 | 
_T regret my inability to ascertain the Eng- | 
lish production for 1868 and 1869; but in view | 
of the average of the five years quoted, and the || 
fact that the production of 1865 exceeds so || 
largely the years that succeeded as well as those || 
that preceded it, it is fair to assume that it | 
has not been in excess of that year in either 
of those omitted. ‘These figures confirm the || 
impression that England has attained her || 
maximum production ; while her increase since | 
1863 has been scarcely appreciable, ours has 
increased about one hundred and ten per cent. 
In view of all these facts I think that it appears 
again in the matter of pig-iron, asit didin that 
of cast-steel and Bessemer rails, that a protect- 
ive duty has not been, as Mr. Wells asserts, a 
tax on, but a boon to the American consumer. 
COAL AND THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES. | 
I have said that the report is devoted to the | 
promotion of the interests of England and her | 
North American colonies, and have, I think, | 
shown that if its suggestions were carried into | 
effect it would arrest the rapid increase we are 





| 


now. 


| nied us. ‘ " 
rhe duties and taxes of the Canadian admin- | 
istration bear heavily upon us; 


| Case, 


ithe commercial 


making in the production of iron and steeland 
remand us to commercial and political depend- 
ence on our haughty and faithless rival. I pro- 
pose now to illustrate Mr. Wells's palpable de- 
sire to promote the interests of England’s North 
American colonies—the new dominion, that 
asylum of our foes in war and base of illicit 
operations against our revenue system in peace. 

The sea-board provinces, whether on the 
Atlantic or Pacific ocean, are suffering discon- 
tent that is rapidly becoming chronic. From 


1854 to 1866 the colonists were more than con- | 
emigrants | 


tented, they were proud and joyous; 
flowed in and settled among them. They con- 
trasted their condition with ours and plumed 
themselves upon their superior prosperity. 
Their clip of wool and crops of cereals increased 
annually, their fisheries were increasingly prof- 


itable, and their coal mines yielded unparalleled 


| profits—in one year one coal company having 


paid its stockholders the almost fabulous profit 
of one hundred and seventy-five per cent. They 
were more than hopeful of the future ; they were 


| confidentand arrogant. Withthem the southern 
| confederacy wasa toregone conclusion, and with 


it as an ally and England as their sponsor they 
saw the nearapproach of the day when thistriple 
alliance should hold the Yankee States as in a 
vice and crush or strangle them at pleasure. 
This was in 1864. Their tone is less joyous 
Indeed, it is sad unto wailing. Listen 
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which was forced upon us by our old southern 
masters, was designed especially to promote 
the prosperity of the British North American 
provinces at the cost of the northern States of 
the Union. Jt was specially designed by the 
planters of the South as a blow at the prosperily 
of the farmers and stovk-breeders of the north 
west. It went into effect in June, 1854, and 


{ expired, or 1 may properly say was rescinded 


to one of them, a Nova Scotian, as he pours the | 


story of their wrongs and sufferings through 


| the columns of Lippincott’s Magazine for July 


last: 


But the petition of three hundred thousand good 


subjects was treated with indifference, and even an | 


inquiry into their grievances was refused. Then it 
was, in the bitter sorrow and indignation that filled 
us at that time, that we turned our eyes to the great 
nation beside us for assistance. But even there no 
help was to be had. Thereciprocity treaty had been 


| abrogated in return for the sympathy and assistance 


which Canada had given to the South; and the only 
thing which could support our commerce and en- 


| courage our industries under the heavier duties of 


Canada was thus denied us and continues to be de- 
At the present moment we are in a sad 


our commeree is 


languishing, our industries are all but paralyzed. | 
The markets which natureintended for us, and which | 


| commerce had marked out for her own, are closed to 
us, and in consequence we fish less, mine less, manu- 


facture less, exportless. Our political position is as 
bad as perplexing. We will not continue in our 
resent union with Canadaif we can help it. 
1ave laid our grievances before England. England 
refers us to Canada; Canada refers us to England. 
England trusts to our loyalty, Canada to our cupidity 
or our fear, to keep us in the union. If even we 
succeed in getting repeal we cannot stand alone with- 
out a treaty with the United States. If that is denied 
us—end who can doubt it?—we must even seek our 
own good in transferring our allegiance.” 


This is a faithful portraiture of the condition 
of the British provinces on the Atlantic coast ; 
and that of British Columbia on the Pacific and 
Puget sound is quiteas hopeless. It was once 
the base of an extended system of smuggling 
over our borders, but the provincial Govern- 


| ment being unable to support itself by internal 


taxes was compelled to raise revenue by a 
tariff almost as heavy as ourown. ‘This de- 


| stroyed the profitable business of smuggling 


across our borders, and brought Victoria, the 
city which it had been fondly hoped would be 
rival of San Irancisco, to 
absolute despair. Itisadesertedcity. In July 
last, as my colleagues on the Committee of Ways 
and Means can attest, more than half the build- 
ings within its limits were tenantless and for 
rent or sale, and at high noon its streets were as 
deserted as though pestilence had scourged it. 

Let me pause, Mr. Speaker, to ask what has 


| wrought this wondrous change, and why more 


than one hundred thousand of the people of 
the provinces during the last year came to 


| dwell among us and share the burdens of our 


great war debt? These results are the legit- 
imate consequences of wise and patriotic 
legislation by Congress. Commissioner Wells 
understands it as well as the rest of us. He 


We | 


knows as well as the Nova Scotian I have just | 


quoted that the repeal of the reciprocity treaty 
wrought the ruin of the provinces. That treaty, 


| Calhoun. 
| the reciprocity treaty ; but asserting that all 
| customs duties are taxes and increase the price 


by Congress, in March, 1866. It was admira 

bly adapted to accomplish its purpose, and the 
period of its duration was that of the greatest 
growth of Britain’s power along our borders. 
‘That gentlemen who represent the grain-grow 

ing States may not suspect me of misstating the 
object of the reciprocity movement, | beg leave 
to invite their attention to a few words from 
pages 95 and 96 of that remarkable book called 
Cotton is King, the politico-economical text 

book of the authors of the late rebellion : 

“This is the present aspect [1858] of the provision 
question as it regards slavery extension. Prices are 
approximating the maximum point beyond which 
our'provisions cannot be fed to slaves unless there is 
x corresponding increase in the priccof cotton. Such 
a result was not anticipated by southern statesmen 
when they iad succeeded in overthrowing the pro 
tective policy, destroying the United States Bank, and 
establishing the sub-Treasury system. | 

‘And why has this occurred? The mines of Cali- 
fornia prevented both the free-trade tariff and the 
sub-Treasury scheme from exhausting the country of 
the precious metals, extinguishing the circulation 
of bank notes, and reducing the prices of agricultural 
products to the specie value. At the date of the pas 
sage of the Nebraska bill the mu/tiplication of provis 
ions by their more extended cultivation was the only 
measure left that could produce a reduction of prices 
and meet the wants of the planters. The Canadian 


| reciprocity treaty, since secured, will bring the prod 


ucts of the British North American colonies, free 


of duty, into competition with those of the United State 2 
when prices with us rule high, and tend to diminish 
their cost.” 

But this treaty has been rescinded. 
refer to it? Does the Commissioner propose 
to renew it? No, sir; that would be frank, 
and not in accordance with his practice. He 
moves stealthily toward his sinister objects. 


Why 


| He isa protective free-trader, a free-trade pro- 


tectionist, a disciple of Henry Clay but an 
advocate ef the free-trade dogmas of John C. 
He does not propose a renewal of 


| of the article on which they are levied, he de 


mands cheap fuel, food, and beer, and proposes 
to secure these desirable objects by removing 
all duties from articles the production of the 
North American provinces. Nor does he do 
thisinterms. ‘Taking the leading staples of the 


| provinces separately he submits specious but 


false reasons for the removal of all duties from 


| each of them. He would give the people of the 


provinces the benefits they derived from the 
reciprocity treaty without stipulating for any 
of the few benefits it brought his countrymen. 
To adopt his recommendations in this behalf 
would be to pay from the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States annually to the colonists from six 
million to ten million dollars as a consideration 


| for their continued submission to British legis- 


lation and colonial policy. They are tending 
toward the Union. ‘They were alien enemies 
during the war, but millions of them now de- 
sire to be friends and fellow-countrymen, and 
the way to promote this consummation so de- 
voutly to be wished is to let them know that the 
avenue to free trade with us is through annex- 
ation. This xccomplished they would share our 
prosperity and our responsibilities, and their 
country would cease to be a base of hostilities 
as it now is in peace and war. 

Let me not be suspected of misrepresenting 
the position of Mr. Wells. Theprincipal arti- 
cles the provinces export are lumber, wool, 
coal, barley, and the other cereals, and from 
these he would remove all duties though they 
yielded during the year which ended June 30, 
1868, $4,352,770 49 in gold, or about six mi! 
lions in currency. It is true some of the wool 
which contributed to this amount came from 
other countries, and some of the coal from Eng 
land, but in order to restore prosperity to the 
trade of the provinces he would admit their 
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taples free, even though other countries might 
share the advantage. 

lhough very urgent that the duty should be 
taken off Canadian barley he makes no specific 
recommendation as to the removal of duties 
from the other cereals. He merely speaks of 
the *fextreme emergency’’ that can ‘‘ justify 
atax on the breadstuffs and food of a nation.’ 
His argument in favor of free grain and pro- 
visions from the provinces is enforced in this 
wise: 
‘Coal is a necessity of life next in importance to 
ood; indeed, as both are in our climate absolutely 
indispensable, it cannot be said that either is more 
or less needful than the other, for life cannot be sus 
tained without both. The universally recognized 
principle of taxation that atax should be taken 
irom what can be spared forbids the laying of a tax 


upon that which is indispensable to rich and poor 


like, 


A free translation of all which is, that as New 
itng!and has no coal and cannot raise her own 
supply of grain and provisions, and can get both 
cheaper from the British colonies than she can 
from the prairies of the northwest or the coal 
fields of Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, or 
North Carolina, itisacrime against nature and 
the British Government to lay duties on the 
grain and provisions of the provinces. 

Leaving the question of the propriety of 1e- 
taining duties on grain, live stock, and provis- 
ions to the consideration of gentlemen from 
the West, I propose to examine what the Com- 
missioner has to say on the subject of coal. 
But before entering more fully upon this sub- 
ject let me apply to grain and provisions the 
argument he makes for free provincial coal, 
associating them with it in his text, that we 
may see whether it does not apply to them with 
vreater force in proportion as Wisconsin, lowa, 
Minnesota, and Kansas are more remote from 
‘*the northeastern sea-board’’ than the coal- 
fields of Virginia, North Carolina, Maryland, 
and Pennsylvania : 

‘Ifthe enhanced price paid by the consumer for his 


sal,”’ wheat, corn, or provisions, “‘in consequence 
ofthe existence of thisduty, were all paid tothe Penn- 


ylvania miner” or western farmer “it would be, of | 


course, greatinjustice; but the country would be none 
(he poorer because the law took money from one man 
and gave it to another. But it happens that while 
(he consumer pays t he increase, the immediate pro- 
ducer is not benefited, inasmuch as the whole en- 
hanced price is expended in paying for the transport- 
xtion of the coal,” grain, or provision “to agreater 
distance; in other words, the payment is for unneces- 
iry transportation, 7. e., useless labor. Now, no 
requisition of skill can change this. It is fixed by 
the laws of nature. To the end of time it will cost 
more; ¢. e., it will take more labor to bring every ton 
of coal,” grain, or provisions ‘from western Pennsyl- 
vania,”’ Wiseonsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, or 
Kansas “across the Alleghany mountains” or the 
lakes “to the northeastern sea-board than to bring it 
(rom NovaScotia, So longasaduty makes it possible 
.to bring coal,” grain, or provisions “ from the former 
source, so long that unnecessary work will be done; 
but the price does not represent a profit, but the cost 
of useless labor.”’ 

Is not this argument conclusive? Does it 
not prove that her Britannic Majesty’s liege 
ubjeets of the new Dominion should grow ous 
crain and stock, and grind our flour, as well 
ius mine our coal as long as their freedom from 
our war debt will enable them to do it more 
cheaply than we can? If this be not the con- 
clusion to which it leads I hope some gentle- 
nan from a grain-growing or cattle-raising dis- 
ivict will show us why. 

Mr. Wells does not like Pennsylvania, and 
‘hroughout his report ignores the essential 
‘acts that Virginiaand North Carolina have tide- 
water coal-fields of better quality and greater 
extent than those of Nova Scotia, from which 
New England can be more cheaply supplied 
than from the provinces; and that Maryland 
sends more bituminous coal from her mountains 
io the ‘northern sea-board"’ than Pennsylvania 
does or ever did. In this, however, he is as 
frank and truthful as in other respects. I 
do not wonder that he dislikes the people of 
Pennsylvania. By their persistent energy, as 

. omy . . e 
the letter of Thomas Firth & Son shows, they 
have so increased the supply and reduced the 
price of cast-steel as to seriously affect the 
vrofits of his Shetlield clients: and by the large 


increase they ave making of blast furnaces 
threaten to enter the markets of the world at an 
early day against all England with pig-iron. Nor 
do I forget that it was Pennsylvania Representa- 
tives and economists that hastened to bring to 
the attention of the country the equivocations, 
duplicity, and falsehoods with which his last 
annual report abounded. 

Speaking of the duty on coal he says ‘it is 
urged as a protective measure,’ and refers to 
itas a ‘*tax on fuel.’’ This involves but two 
misstatements of fact, namely, that the duty is 
urged or levied for protection, and that it is a 
tax onany American consumer of coal. Neither 
of these allegations is true. The protectionists 
of the country do not regard the question of 
the duty on coal as a politico-economical ques- 
tion, and the New York Tribune advocates its 
repeal as a means of proving the absurdity of 
the free trade argument. They do not urge it 
as a protective, butas a revenue measure, and, 
in view of the present condition of the prov- 
inces, as eminently a political question. Asa 
political question it has great significance, as 
every provincial exporter of coal knows ex- 
perimentally that the duty is not paid by the 
American consumer, but is deducted from the 
extraordinary profits he would realize if the 
duty were removed, and which he did realize 
during the continuance of the reciprocity 
treaty. Asan economical or protective meas- 
ure it is not worth consideration; as arevenue 
measure it involves the receipt by the Treasury 
of less than five hundred thousand dollars gold 
annually, a comparatively small matter but of 
some importance ; but it is as a political ques- 
tion that it is most worthy of consideration. 
As Mr. Wells and the free-trade league have 
industriously promoted a general misapprehen- 
sion of this subject I propose, as I have said, 
to devote a few minutes to its elucidation. 

I propose to show, first, that as an econom- 
ical question it is not of sufficient importance to 
deserve consideration. This can be done by 
inviting attention to the relation of the total 
amount of foreign coal imported from all 
sources to the amount consumed in the north- 
ern Atlantic States alone. Were the whole 
amount involved it would not be sufficient to 
affect the supply or price, as the grand total 
imported from all countries on both coasts has 
exceeded 600,000 tons in but three years, and 
500,000 in but three others, and the con- 
sumption of coal east of the Alleghany mount- 
ains and north of the Potomac will be about 
20,000,000 tons this year. What the con- 
sumption is on the Pacific, where coal from 
British Columbia was until within a few years 
the sole dependence, I have no means of 
making an accurate estimate. Whatever the 
amount is it should be deducted from the total 
in estimating the percentage of supply de- 


| rived by New England from Nova Scotia and 


| England; the balance, whatever it may be, is 
| assuredly not sufficient to affect either the 


price or supply. 

But the question does not relate to the whole 
of this balance, but only to so much as would 
be the amount imported if the duty were off in 
excess of that brought in under duty. As Eng- 
lish coal has always been subject to duty we 
have no means of ascertaining how muth the 
repeal of the duty might increase importation 
from that country; but as her scientific men 
have admonished her of the danger of exhaust- 
ing her supplies of coal—and even Mr. Wells 
agrees with recognized authorities in believing 
that her production has reached its maximum— 
and as she has more advantageous markets 
nearer home, the repeal of the duty would not 
probably affect perceptibly the importation 
trom that quarter. 

How much the imposition of the duty on pro- 
vincial coal has affected the total amount im- 


_ ported we can ascertain, but unfortunately the 
| Treasury reports do not enable us to distinguish 


between the amount imported on either coast. 


| The Pacific —— I have said, formerly 


depended on British Columbia: but since the 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





January 1], 


opening of mines at Mont Diablo, Seattle 
other points within our territory, the aus 43 
of provincial coal imported is said to be dimix, 
ishing. But assuming that the whole ior 
received on both coasts came from Nova Se, 3 
and was consumed in New England, the re sr 
of the treaty and imposition of the duty ae on 
have had an appreciable effect on the price o, 
supply in the markets of that section, as w:) 
appear from the facts I am about to submi, 
The amount of provincial coal imported jn; 
the country, on both coasts, has exceeda, 
400,000 tons in but two years; and the largoc: 
amount imported in any one year was 465,14) 
tons, which wasin 1865. With one other exe, 
tion, that of 1866, when the amount reache) 
404,254 tons, the total import on both coast 
never reached 340,000. It is to be regretted 
that the proportion of these amounts that won: 
into California and Oregon cannot be ascer. 
tained. Could this be done it would make 
the pretense that the duty on Nova Scotia eo) 
affects either the price or supply of coal in Noy 
England so supremely absurd that Mr. We}, 
himself would abandon it. Butthe sum in epy. 
troversy is less than this; it is the differey, 


and 


| between the average amount annually imported 








| land or the tide-water coal of Virginia. 





free under the treaty and the amount which 
comes to our markets and pays a duty of $1 25 
per ton. 

The duty, as I have said, came into effect oy 
the expiration of the treaty in March, 184i, 
so that the year in which the largest amouy: 
was jmported was that immediately preceding 
its repeal. I propose to ascertain the amou»: 
about which this, wide-spread controversy has 
been raised, by contrasting the average import 
ation for the three last years of free coal unde: 
the treaty, including that which so far exceedu 
all others, with the three years immediately 
succeeding the repeal of the treaty, during 
which it paid $1 25 duty. During the last thr 
years in which it was free from duty the aver 
age annual importation was 355,490 tons, ani 
during the three succeeding years in which : 
paid duty the average annual importation ha 
been 326,626, showing an annual difference o! 
but $1,864 tons. Surely no man with les 
effrontery than Mr. Wells will say that th 
deduction of 31,864 tons from one of many 
sources from which a supply ranging at abou 


| 20,000,000 tons are derived can have affecte! 


either the supply or price of the commodity. 
But if we assume that one third of the import 
ation of provincial coal is upon the Pacil 
coast—which [ think we may safely do—w 
will see how utterly inappreciable must be thi 
effect of the maintenance or repeal of the duty 
on provincial coal. 

Thus, Mr. Chairman, it must become appar 
ent that the maintenance of the duty is not, a 
Mr. Wells asserts, ‘‘ urged as a protective meas: 
ure.’’ Surely those who have the machinery 
to bring 20,000,000 tons to market annually 
need not shrink from thg effect of a cause which 
increases or diminishes the total amount twenty 
or thirty thousand tons per annum. 

1 propose next to show the falsity of Mr. 
Wells’s other proposition, namely, that this 
duty is a tax on the consumer. Happily, this 
is susceptible of demonstration. The Pictou 
coal is of a lower grade, and consequently o! 
less value than the Cumberland coal of Mary- 
Its 

rice is always lower than these in any market. 
The average price of Nova Scotia coal by cargo 
at Boston per ton of 2,240 pounds during 1501, 
the first year of the war, as shown by weekly 
quotations in the Boston shipping-list aud 
price-current, was $4 67. It was then duty 
free, and so continued for more than five years. 
The war did not inflict greenbacks and an 
inflated currency upon the coal operators 0! 
Nova Scotia. It did not create an enormou 
system of internal taxation to oppress them. 
Their laborers were not tempted by patriotism 


or offers of bounty, or taken by draft to the 


battle-field to bleed and die for their coun 
try, as were those of the American operator. 
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Nor did all these causes combine to make an 
rease of wages necessary to the support of 
laborer and his family. No, sir; their 
ages remained as before, or were reduced by | 
che fact that thousands of able-bodied sympa- 
hi ers with the rebellion sought safety and 
amployment in the provinces ; and British emi- 
eration, that but for the war would have come | 
+) us, flowed in upon them. Our emigration 
which for the six years preceding the war had 
exceeded an average of 140,000, fell off to less 
‘han 92,000 in each of the years 1861 and 1862, 
although the emigration from Liverpool to 
America was not diminished during these years ; 
whiletherefore we suffered for the want of labor, |! 
+ was from these causes for a time redundant 
inthe provinees. All the conditions were such 
as to enable the provincial operators to produce 
and sell coal cheaper during the war than they 
had done before. But was the price in Boston 
regulated by its cost? No, prices never are; | 
depended on our necessities, and followed | 
the price of American coal. ‘Thus the average 
rice in 1862, as shown by the authority I have 
already quoted, was $5 60; in 1863, $7 40; | 
n 1864, $10 40; in 1865, $9 60. Im March 
f the next year the treaty expired, and it || 
became subject to duty, and according to Mr. 
Wells’s theory must have gone up $1 25, or to 
$10 85 per ton. But in this case his theory is 
n conflict with the facts, as it is so frequently, 
for in that year coal sold, duty paid, at $8 54, 
netting the exporter and foreign carrier but 
:7 29, and in 1869 it gave them forty-four cents 
less, having averaged but $8 10; and in 1868 it 
averaged $8 16, so that in each and every year 
it bore the same relation to Cumberland coal 
that it has always borne since the latter was 
introduced to the New England market about 
twenty years ago, and sold at about a dollar 
a ton lower. 

These facts, in my judgment, prove two 
things; one of which is that the Acadian coal 
operators do not send us coal as a benevolent, 
but as a commercial operation, out of which 
they make all they can at the prices current in |! 
our market; and the other is, that they can 
afford to pay the duty and make a living profit 
by selling us the very limited amount they can | 
mine at the rates current in our markets. In | 
this they obey the law which is now teaching || 
our western producers of grain by a most pain- | 
ful lesson the importance of a home market; 
that is, that he who has to carry his commodi- 
ties toadistant market must pay all the charges 
thereon, while he whose goods are sought by 
customers fixes his own prices and makes the 
purchaser pay all charges. 

It thus becomes apparent that the repeal of 
the duty on coal would not reduce the price of 
that article in New England one cent. per ton 
or increase the amount brought to market 
appreciably ; its only effect would be to take 
trom the ‘Treasury an average of from four to 
live hundred thousand dollars in gold annually 
and give it to the colonists as a reward for 
remaining contented subjects of her Britannic 
majesty; a proposition at which my patriotism 
revolts, though it be ever so earnestly recom- 
mended by Mr. Commissioner Wells. 

HOW THE SOUTH SHOULD DIVERSIFY ITS INDUSTRY. 

I think I have sufficiently disclosed the de- 
votion of our Special Commissioner of Rev- 
enue to the interests of England; but I cannot | 
refrain from inviting the attention of gentlemen 
{rom the South to the treacherous suggestions he 
offers them on the subject of the proper means 
of diversifying their industry. On this subject | 
he says: 


~ 


ES rhe large amount of capital thus becoming annu- 
ily available at the South will undoubtedly seek in 
great part investment in domestic and local enter- 
prises and speedily lead to the establishment of man- 
\factures on an extensive scale. The true diversity 

{employment which results from freedom has now, 
(heretore, becometo the South for the first time pos- 
ible; and southern capital can soon be advantage- 

usly applied to the manufacture of agricultural 
toolsand implements, leather, wagons, wooden-ware, | 
soap, starch, clothing, and similar articles. These 
are manufactures in which iron, steel, and cloth are 
raw materials. They employ the largest amount of | 


|| of shaping it for use. 


labor in proportion to product and capital and war- 
rant the payment of high wages. On the other hand, 
what are commonly called manufactures, namely, tron 
and steel, and cotton and woolen cloth, are of 
concentration, They require large capital, employ but 
Sew hands, and would naturally come much later. We 
already have in the United States an excess of cotton 
and woolen spindles, and to invest capital in more would 
be simply a waste when there are vast needs at the South 
requiring far less capital and warranting much greater 
compensation for js oe than can be paid in texte fab- 


exramples of 


. 7 
| rice. 


Most of the southern States abound in coal, 
varieties of iron ore of very high quality, lime- 
stone, and water-power. Inaccessible as their 
interior districts are from the sea-board, freight 


| adds heavily to the cost of iron purchased either 


from the Atlantic States or England. They 
need preéminently among the States of the 
Union an extension of railroads and the estab- 
lishment of founderies, rolling-mills, locomo- 
tive works, and machine-shops. The primary 
prerequisite to the ample development of the 
great resources of the southern States is an 
adequate supply of cheap iron and the means 
‘They have few skilled 
laborers, and the manufacture of pig-iron and 


| the rolling of rails require but comparatively 
| few skilled men. 


The’ digging and hauling 
of coal, ore, and limestone require no special 
preparation. It is work for the unskilled 
laborer at which freedmen can succeed, and 
they are therefore in a condition to engage in 
the production of this article of primary im- 
portance, though they may not have the trained 
artisans for the introduction of simpler branches 
of mechanics. 

The cotton-growing portion of the United 
States is the proper locality for cotton facto- 
ries. The South can spin yarn and produce 
unbleached fabrics at from fifteen to twenty 
per cent. less than the same work can be done 
in New England, and cheaper even than it can 


|| be done by the underpaid laborers of Great 


Britain. Will gentlemen from the South con- 
sider that what the picking-room is to the 
English or northern factory the gin-room is to 


| the factory near the cotton-field, and that all 


charges incurred between the two would be 
saved by the southern manufacturer? Before 
cotton reaches either New or Old England it 
must be pressed and baled and hooped and 
fharked and transported, losing interest and 
paying freight and commission, at each stage 
of the transportation; and when it has arrived 
at the threshold of the distant factory it must 
be freed from its hoops, stripped of its bagging, 


| and put through the processes of the picking- 


room to restore it with as little damage as pos- 
sible to the condition in which it was when it 
left the gin. From all these charges the manu- 
facturer in the cotton district is free; and to- 
gether they amount to what would be a profit 
which in connection with the improvement in 
quality from the use of the unbroken fiber he 
would use would enable him to spin yarns for 


| all the northern States and England too. 


But this would hurt the English cotton-spin- 
ner; this would advance the interests of the 
United States to the detriment of England, as 
would the establishment in the midst of the 
coal and iron fields of Virginia, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, Alabama, and Georgia of furnaces, 


| founderies, rolling-mills, and steel-works. I or- 


tunately, the people of the South are deeply 
impressed with the importance of the early 
introduction of these branches of manufac- 
tures; andamongthe sixty-five furnaces erected 
during the last year four are in Virginia, six in 
Missouri, three in Kentucky, one in Georgia, 
two in Alabama, and one in Tennessee. It is 
not, therefore, probable that very general heed 
will be given by the people of the South to the 
advice offered by Mr. Wells, or that they will 
abandon the hope of exporting their cotton in 
yarn and fabrics, the manufacture of which will 
give employment to and improve the condition 
of their now unemployed men, women, and 
children, or will forego the privilege of an ade- 
quate supply of good and cheap iron manu- 
factured in their midst, in order to turn their 
attention to making ‘*‘ wooden-ware, soap, 
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starch, clothing and similar articles.’ They 
will not, | apprehend, be willing to forego their 
gre atest source ol profit in order to oblige him 
by permitting England still to retain her su- 
premacy as the cotton-spinner and principal 
iron manufacturer of the world. 

WHAT TAXES SHOULD BE REPEALED. 

Mr. Chairman, permit me to reiterate the 
fact that duties which serve to develop the 
resources of a country and cheapen commodi 
ties, by inducing home competition, the diver- 
sification of labor and the opening of new 
sources of employment, and increase the gen 
eral stock produced, are not taxes even though 
they fail to reduce immediately the price of 
sed, as 
adequate duties on cast-steel and Bessemer 
rails have done. ‘They are during the interim 
the price paid for establishing the commercial 
and political independence of the country; or 
may rather be regarded as a temporary advance 
to be reimbursed in the near future by pro- 
ducing a sense of national security, a wider 
field of profitable employment for the people 
at large, and an adequate and cheaper sup- 
ply of better goods through the long future. 
But such is not the case with all duties. 
There are duties that are taxes and must re- 
main so forever, or into that far future whose 
possibilities we cannot foresee. Such are duties 
imposed on commodities which we do not and 
cannot produce, but which enter into the daily 
life of the people, either directly as food, or as 
the raw material of articles we are producing in 
competition with countries whose laborers re- 
ceive nota moiety of the wages paid for the same 
work in this country, and which are necessary 
for the support of a family whose children are 
to be educated for future citizenship. We raise 
no tea or coffee, and the duty of twenty-five cents 
a pound on tea, which is at the rate of seventy- 
eight and a half per cent. on the cost of our 
whole importation for 1868, and of five cents a 
pound on coffee, or at the rate of forty-seven 
and a half per cent. on the importation of 1868, 
are taxes—purely and simply taxes. Yet th 
Commissioner does not propose to repeal or 
abate these, and why should he? Neither 
Kngland nor her North American coloni¢ 
produce tea or coffee. Not only does he not 
propose to repeal these taxes now, but in hi 
‘¢ schedule of a tariff constructed with a view 
of obtaining from the smallest number of im 
ported articles an annual revenue of $150, 
000,000’? he retains them both and proposes 
to raise $22,000,000 a year from them, namely, 
$12,000,000 from coffee and $10,000,000 froin 
tea. We now impose a duty of fifteen cents 
a pound on pepper. A S we grow no pepper. 
this is a tax—a tax at the rate of two hundred 
and ninety-seven per cent. on the entire im 
portation for 1868, and which extracted from 


The like 


the people in that year $792,490 45. 
duty on allspice is a tax. It is at the rate of 
three hundred and seventy-six and a half 
per cent., and drew from the people in 1868 
$142,981 50. These duties and many scores 
of such that I could indicate are all taxes, as 
they stimulate no industry, but tax the food 
of the laborer; but they do not move the 
sympathies of the Commissioner. He does 
not propose to repeal them, for the article 

they burden are not produced in England or 
her North American colonies. ‘They were im- 
posed as revenue measures during a great war, 
and have been cheerfully endured by a patriotic 
people, but they increase the cost of living, 
operate as a burden on our laboring people, 
and should be repealed at the earliest day the 
financial condition of the country will permi! 

Mr. Chairman, there are other taxes, of som: 

of which the people justly complain—taxes that 
burden our labor, consume the profits of cap! 
tal, and paralyze the energy of the most ente! 

prising among us. They add to the cost of our 
gas and of ourtravel, whether by railroad, stage, 
or steamboat. We cannot draw our own money 
from bank or make « p# nt to creditor 
without feeling them. Ihey touch and prick u 


yment to our 
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at all points. Their enforcement requires the 
maintenance of a special department of the 
Government, the agents of which penetrate 
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| 
(at four o'clock and thirty minutes p. m.) | 


adjourned. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
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Also, the petition of James H. Sylvester, for 
|| return of $300 commutation money. ; 


| Also, the petition of Robert Leonard, ja), 
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inquisitorially every home and workshop in the The f, . sap . ; private company K, seventeenth [llinois yo). Or 
land. ‘They increase the cost of all our pro- |, ee eee pare 1 unteers and seaman United States Bary, fe i I 
ductions and restrict the limits of our commerce committees: : — || bounty money. Ss Be Th 
by shutting our over-taxed goods out of markets By Mr. ASPER: The petition of David | By Mr. HOAR: abe petition of H. G. Raw. appre 
in Which but for them we might compete with Lewis, asking payment of arrears of pension. |} son and others, of West Brookfield, Massa. 
our foreign rivals. ‘They, too, were the product Also, the petition of Joseph Augustine, ask- | chusetts, for the abolition of the frankin. 
of the war. The necessities in which it involved |; $200 bounty for service th Missvuri volen- privilege. , Th 
us gave rise to the system of internal taxes with || ; op, By Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts: ‘)),, izing 
its Commissioner, assessors, collectors, super- | hin the petition of Andrew J. Jennison, late petition of the shoe manufacturers and oper. com} 
visors, detectives, and thousands of subord- of sevens ee volunteers asking ‘eueee atives of North Bridgewater, Massachusetts destr 
inates; and sound policy requires that those Also the petition of James G aiedaelt, fora repeal of the duties on raw hides, skins and 
duties which, while they protect the wages of | obi pay as provost mesehed ot Steelville. | and tanning materials. Affai 
the laboring man and develop the resources Sicotet, : : 1 : : By Mr. LOGAN: The petition of Mrs. Hy). 
of the country, supply the Treasury with large Also, the petition of Jacob V. Gallion, for riet Tennent, of Virginia, for relief, &c. Th 
amounts of revenue should be retained, and pay as veterinary surgeon of the twelfth Mis- Also, the petition of Joseph Lamerone, o; tion 
that these direct and inquisitorial taxes which || (4554 cavalry volunteers from March, 1864, to | Virginia, for relief. _ hy = sippi 
io oppress and annoy us should be removed as || March, 1865. By Mr. McCRARY: A petition of citizens sbili 
rapidly as possible. lhe repeal of these would Aten, the petition of James H. Clifford, ask- || of lowa, praying the passage of an act provid. mitt 
meus all our poor _ ~ repeal of ing to he ceateced te the Army ; ing for the compulsory prepayment of all do. Hi 
the duties recommended by the Commissioner ENNRTT. us r mestic postages, except on such matter as may TI 
would flood our country with the productions || ms ee ake a cee be entitled 7 free dullbere. ~ es 
of the underpaid laborers of Europe, silence | }; - ae he vr ii ve are “ a Also, the petition of John C. Power and whic 
countless looms and spindles, close our fac- ae Me BRADFORD oo F cit. || others, of Burlington, Iowa, praying the aboli- Offie 
tories, extinguish the fires in our furnaces and || ._ 7 fC eediie: } 1 : A ea . ree || tion of the franking privilege. Hi 
rolling-mills, and leave the grain of the hus- || )7°08 P" 0 orado, in te ation to the southern || “Ry Mr. MERCUR: The petition of H. Lav. ber 
bandmen, for which there is now no market |! en ’ - ‘ a aah B. Wolff, of Col || renee Scott, late agent for the sale of internal beha 
in Kurope, to rot in the field or granary, while i pe petition saat "f h 0 fa ; hed | revenue stamps in the thirteenth district of was 
pte var aoe meee customers starve. || ne aati a Pennsylvania, for relief. Rail: 
However ardently Mr. Commissioner Wells a TTA. A tnt . 1 By Mr. PACKARD: A petition of citizens M 
may desire this consummation, I trust that || | aes ae oe hye tes of Marshall county, Salinas for the Semniasion sent 
Congress, by protecting the wages of the || °T he seemony OF Eee rack b, an we oa of the duties on hides. of tl 
American laborer, will forever avert it. > oy SOTLER oTes rs 8 obile. By Mr. PROSSER: The petition of William atte 
Mr. Ke.iey not having concluded his speech ti eee dl 7 ge Laelia eames P. Campbell, A. W. Moss, D. B. Cliffe, and prov 
at the expiration of his hour, Trin, my wet “Wiaess. ona “Mei rene others, citizens of Tennessee, for the reform stitu 
Mr. MAYNARD said: Mr. Chairman, eee ea een anne vine Coma nnee «2, || of the civil service of the United States. "ing t 
move that the gentleman’s time be extended, || ? t loan an anamans Pte Ongress to By Mr. ROOTS: A petition of citizens of a dis 
in order to allow him to conclude his speech. ore ng ARKE. “The. on eae a Ww | Arkansas, requesting the removal of political reco 
Mr. NIBLACK. I do not propose to ob- |) , UY ™T, VBANA I: ine petition of donn ’ || disabilities from citizens of Arkansas therein so 1X 
ject if it be understood that no further busi- | Scott and others, for the abolition of the frank- named. grea 
ness is to be transacted this evening. || 08 privilege. ‘ ; . Also, the petition of General Ames and cit: Stat 
The CHAIRMAN. The committee can |, By Mr. COBB, of North Carolina: The pe- || ions of Mississippi, requesting the removal of tion 
make no rule to bind the House. || tition of J. C. Lewis, of the District of Colum- W. G. Vaughn’s political disabilities. bec 
Mr. MAYNARD. We may make such an |) #8; fee tat compensation for property and By Mr. SHANKS: ‘The petition of T. M. of t 
agreement among ourselves sub silentio. |; SUppues taken by the United States Govern- || Bonham and 88 others, citizens of Arcona, maj 
Mr. WOOD. I shall not object to the con- | ™ent during the war for the use of the Army. || Grant county, Indiana, asking that a law |i bey« 
tinuance of the gentleman’s remarks; but I By Mr. COW LES : A petition of soldiers || passed this session compelling the prepayment to d 
only express the hope that opportunity will be | of the war of 1812, for pensions. ' || of paper postage. tion 
given to some gentleman who differs entirely || _ Also, a petition of citizens of Wayne county, | Also, the petition of E. Vardemark, and 11) ing 
with the gentleman from Pennsylvania to show || New York, for pension to soldiers of war of |) (thers, citizens of Allen county, Indiana, ask- ceet 
where he has not correctly stated Mr. Wells’s 1812. a ie y | ing that the tariff on hides be reduced. be | 
position, and to expose the false deductions , Also, a petition of citizens of Cayuga county, By Mr. TRIMBLE: The petition of John the 
drawn by the gentleman from Pennsylvania New York, for pension to soldiers of war of || 3 ffatcher and others, in favor of the Hou. T 
from the facts he has stated. 1812. - on || John M. Rice retaining his seat in the Forty M 
Mr. KELLEY. I shall be only too glad to || | Also, a petition of citizens of Seneca county, || first Congress. nen 
have and participate in the freeat and fullest’|| New York, for the abolition of the franking || Ry Mr, SARGENT: A memorial of stage Ma 
discussion of this whole question. privilege. , ' . | proprietors of the State of California. tion 
Mr. Keuiey’s time was then extended by By Mr. DAVIS: A petition of several thou- By Mr. SLOCUM: A petition of veterans say 
unanimous consent, and he concluded his |; san citizens of Buffalo, praying forthe removal |) of the war of 1812 for pensions. ing 
speech. _ of duties on coal. = ‘| By Mr. STOKES: Two petitions from loyal ileg 
Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I desire to offer || Also, a petition of 2,000 citizens of Roches- || citizens of Washington and Rhea counties in the 
some remarks to the committee, but have no || tet, praying for the same. . iia || the State of Tennessee, praying Congress to onl 
disposition to go on now, the usual hour of || _, By Mr. FERRY : The petition of W illiam D. || relieve them from rebel o pression by setting as ¢ 
adjournment having arrived. I am willing, || Fuller, James L. Alexander, J. F. A. Raider, | aside the late election in cos State. as { 
therefore, to yield to any gentleman who will || and 87 others, of Newago county, Michigan, By Mr. UPSON: The petition of John fer 
move that the committee rise. | praying that the franking privilege beabolished. |) Hinde and William H. Hinde, against a reduc- Po 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move thatthecom- || By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: The petition || tion of the duty on gunny or jute manufactures. ; 
mittee rise. | of Julia A. Hubbard, mother of Seth H. Hub- |) Ajo, the petition of Austin C. Gaskill, for } 
The motion was agreed to. bard, company A, twenty-ninth Ohio volun- | arrears of pension. : vel 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker || teers, for arrears of pension. | By Mr. WARD: A petition of citizens of an 
having resumed the chair, Mr. KeLsry reported Also, the pefition of Mrs. Letta Bagley, | Steuben county, New York, in favor of grant- for 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state mother of James I : Bagley, company E, twenty- | ing pensions to the surviving soldiers of 1812. An 
of the Union, having had under consideration || "nth regiment Ohio infantry volunteers, for By Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin: The Po 
the Union generally, and particularly the an- | 8trears of pension. ‘ E petition of Isaac L. Usher and W. H. Stogdill, sei 
nual message of the President of the United Also, the petition of Margaret Kent, widow asking for the abolition of the franking priv!- rar 
States, had come to no resolution thereon. of Edwin A. Kent, company A, one hundred || lege. Co 
Mr. MAYNARD. I move that the House || and twenty-fourth Ohio volunteers, for widow’s Also, the petition of Isaac M. Adams for , 
do now adjourn. || pension. pension. 
Mr. FERRISS. Lask that the motion be || Also, a petition of 96 citizens of Rock || Also, the petition of Edward F. Wade and sig 
‘lelayed a moment to allow me to introduce || Creek, forthe establishment ofa post route from || others, for mail route. of 
a bill. | Geneva to Rock Creek, Ashtabulacounty, Ohio, |} Also, the petition of Benjamin G. Goff, for - te 
Mr. MAYNARD. It was the understand- || from Geneva, via Mechanicsville and East || the refunding of money. oth 
ing that after the Committee of the Whole on || Trumbull, to Morgan. || By Mr. WELKER: A remonstrance of cit- s @6to 
the state of the Union rose there should be || By Mr.GILFILLAN: The petition of James || izens residing on M street, in Washington city, i 
no business done, and I must insist on my || Strickland, private company K, first United || against the passage of the bill to amend the : : 
motion. | States volunteers, for such bounty as has been || act incorporating the National Junction Rail- ; Sh 
‘The motion was agreed to; and the House |! granted other United States soldiers. way Company. ; | 
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1870. 


IN SENATE. 
WepNesDAY, January 12, 1870. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Newman, 
p. D. , 
[he Journal of yesterday was read and 


approved. 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The joint resolution (H. R. No. 106) author- 
“ing the issue of blankets to enlisted men of 
company B, tenth infantry, to replace others 
destroyed by fire; was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

[he VICE PRESIDENT presented the peti- 
tion of David N. Barrows, of Jackson, Missis- 
sippi, praying the removal of his political dis- 
abilities; which was referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented the petition of citizens of 
Thomasville, Davidson county, North Carolina, 
praying the abolition of the franking privilege ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented the memorial of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of Memphis, ‘lennessee, in 
behalf of the Southern Pacific railroad ; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Pacific 
Railroad. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I pre- 
sent a concurrent resolution of the two houses 
of the Legislature of the State of New York 
attempting to call back New York’s ap- 
proval of the fifteenth amendment of the Con- 
In present- 
ing this transcript of proceedings I discharge 
a distasteful duty. I avow my regret that a 
record of action so hasty, so ill-advised, and 
so nugatory should come here at all, and my 
greater regret that it should come from the 
State of New York. It carries its own refuta- 
tion on its face. its own recitals cancel it, 
because they show that New York’s approval 
of the great act of equality, which temporary 
majorities seek to destroy, has passed forever 
beyond their reach. At another time, when 
to do so will be in order, I shall ask the atten- 
tion of the Senate to some considerations show- 
ing how much and how little respect these pro- 
ceedingsdeserve. Meanwhile I move thatthey 
be printed, and referred to the Committee on 
the Revision of the Laws. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a petition, 
numerously signed by citizens of Cazenovia, 
Madison county, New York, praying the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege; and I beg to 
say that I concur heartily in all of it, except- 
ing in the phraseology, which treats as a priv- 
ilege, and a privilege belonging to members of 
the two Houses, something which I regard not 
only as an annoyance, but I might rather say 
as a curse, as much to those who exercise it 
as to others. I move that the petition be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CONKLING. I present also a petition, 
very numerously signed by merchants, bankers, 
and others, of the city of New York, praying 
for the establishment of a line of first-class 
American steamships to ply between Norfolk, 
Port Royal, and New York and Cadiz, Mar- 
seilles, Genoa, and other ports of the Mediter- 
ranean; and I move that it be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Che motion was agréed to. 


_Mr. CONKLING. I present also a petition, 
signed by many citizens of Albany, in the State 
of New York, praying the erection of a public 
building there to be used for post office and 
other public purposes. I move its reference 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

rhe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. YATES presented the petition of Jacob | 

Shy, of Decatur, Illinois, a soldier of the war of | 





at 


1812, praying to be allowed a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILSON. I present a petition, signed 
by Thomas Russell, collector of the port of 
Boston, Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, mayor, and a 
large number of bankers and merchants of 
Boston, in favor of the establishment of a first- 
class American steamship line to ply between 
the ports of New York and Norfolk, and other 
southern ports, and the Mediterranean. I 
know most of the signers of this petition, and 
know them to be gentlemen of the highest 
character, whose opinions are entitled to con- 
sideration. I move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I present the 
petition of Joseph M. Buckland, of Chelsea, 
Vermont, a soldier of the war of 1812, praying 
for back pay, he having presented his applica- 
tion in 1818, and the pension not having been 
granted until 1856, through no fault of his. 
He presents some proof of the facts and asks 
for the action of Congress thereon. I move 
the reference of the petition to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOWE presented the petition of E. Mc- 
Ghee, of Wilkinson county, Mississippi, pray- 
ing compensation for property destroyed by 
order of Colonel Cook, third United States 
cavalry ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. POMEROY presented the petition of 
George A. Schriner, of Kansas, praying for an 
increase of pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I desire to present the 
petition of Mrs. Louisa Kearney, praying an 
increase of her pension. ‘This petition is in- 
dorsed and recommended by the Secretary of 
War and the General commanding the Army. 
I move its reference to the Committee on Pev- 
sions. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HARLAN presented the memorial of 
Dr. Charles H. Nichols and others, citizens 
of the District of Columbia, remonstrating 
against the removal or change of lecation of 
the bridge across the Anacostia, near the 
navy-yard ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented the petition of settlers on 
the Osage Indian lands, praying for the im- 
mediate ratification of the Osage treaty, with 
the amendments proposed April 21, 1869; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. ROBERTSON presented the petitions 
of Andrew D. Elam, of Houston county, Texas ; 
A. W. Smith, of De Soto county, Mississippi ; 
Edward A. Burk, of New Orleans, Louisiana ; 
Jesse KH. Dent, of Columbia, South Carolina ; 
Isaac G. McKissick and Robert Macbeth, of 
Unionville, South Carolina, praying the re- 
moval of their political disabilities ; which 
were referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SAWYER presented the petition of 
James M. Rudolph, of the city of Charleston, 
South Carolina, praying that he may be allowed 
a pension ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. BROWNLOW presented the petition 
of Eliza Webb, widow of Daniel G. Webb, 
deceased, late private company G, eighth regi- 
ment ‘T'ennessee cavalry ; the petition of Susan 
Rt. Choat, widow of William Choat, deceased, 
late private company K, tenth regiment Ten- 
nessee cavalry; and the petition of Oliver 
Powers, late private company K, tenth regi- 
ment Tennessee cavalry, praying for arrears 
of pay and bounty; which were referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. Luey 
J. Jiles, widow of William H. Jiles, deceased, 

| late a private in company A, fifth regiment 
| Tennessee infantry; the petition of Mrs. Mary 
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Hodgson, widow of Thomas Hodgson, deceased, 
late a private in company F, first Tennessee 
volunteers ; the petition of Mrs. 8S. R. Dowell. 
widow of W. T. Dowell, late chaplain third 
regiment Tennessee infantry, the petition of 

Lucy Mumblehead, widow of David Mumble 

head, late a private in company D, tenth regi 

ment Tennessee cavalry ; the petition of Nancy 
Mumblehead, widow of Moses Mumblehead, 
late a private in company D, tenth Tennessee 
cavalry ; and the petition of Mrs. Sarah Dun- 
ean, widow of Wilsen Duncan, who was killed 
by rebel soldiers near his residence in Ander- 
son county, Tennessee, while engaged in re- 
cruiting for the United States Army, praying 
that they may be allowed pensions; which 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. WILLEY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and other papers of 
Lorenzo Thomas, jr., and Henry C. Thomas, be taken 
from the files of the Senate and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, it 
was 
Ordered, That the petition and other papers of 
Ezra Carter, jr., late collector of customs at Portland, 
Maine, be taken from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion of Mr. RAMSEY, it was 
Ordered, That the papers in the case of Miner 
Van Coon, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. RAMSEY, it 
Ordered, That the papers in the case of Henry 
Blackwell, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom were referred sundry me- 
morials in regard to the state of affairs in Texas 
and against holding an election in Texas, and 
for the establishment of a provisional govern- 
ment there, have instructed me to report them 
back and to ask to be discharged from their 
further consideration, the subject having under 
gone a change since the memorials were pre- 
sented. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The same committee, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 156) su; 
plemental to an act to abolish and forever 
prohibit the system of peonage in the Territory 
of New Mexico and other parts of the United 
States, have instructed me to report it back 
with a recommendation that it be indefinitely 
postponed. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The same committee, 
to whom was referred a joint resolution (S. R. 
No. 51) exempting all the counties of the State 
of West Virginia from the operation of the act 
of Congress entitled ‘‘An act to declare the 
sense of an act entitled ‘An act to restrict the 
jurisdiction of the Court of Claims, and to pro 
vide for the payment of certain demands for 
quartermasters’ stores and subsistence supplies 
furnished to the Army of the United States,’ ”’ 
have instructed me to report it back, with a 
recommendation that it be indefinitely post- 
poned. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The same committee, 
to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 254) to 
prevent the courts of the United States from 
enforcing contracts concerning slaves, have 


was 


instructed me to report it back with a like 


| Judiciary be discharged from tt 


recommendation that it be indefinitely post 
poned. 
The report was agreed to. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


. a 
The same committee, 


to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 145) to 
define the qualifications of voters in the Ter 

tory of Utah, have instructed me to report it 
back and to ask that the Committee on the 


tue ther con 
sideration. and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 


The report was agreed to. 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. The same committee, to 
whom was referred a petition for a modification 


of the laws governing medical practice in the | 


District of Columbia, instruct me to report it 
hack, and to ask that the Committee on the 
Judiciary be discharged from its consideration, 
and that it be referred-to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The same committee, to 
whom was referred the proposal of George W. 
Pascall to sell to Congress a number of copies 
of Pascall’s Annotated Constitution, instruct 
me to report it back adversely. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie on the 
table. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 23) for setting apart a por- 
tion of the Tort Snelling military reservation 
for a permanent military post, and the settle- 
ment of all claims in relation thereto, reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, from the Com- 
mittee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
petition of William and Joseph E. Nourse, 
praying for compensation for the services of 
Michael Nourse while acting as Register of the 
Treasury, submitted an adverse report thereon. 

BILLS INTRODUCED, 

Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 379) to authorize the restoration of Gilbert 
Morton to the naval service; which was read 
twice by iis title, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

‘FUNDING AND BANKING, 

Mr. SUMNER, in accordance with previous 
notice, asked, and obtained, leave to introduce 
a bill (S. No. 880) to authorize the refunding 
and consolidation of the national debt, to ex- 
tend banking facilities, and to establish specie 
payments; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. SUMNER. I now move the reference 
of the bill to the Committee on Finance, and 
that it be printed. In making that motion I 
wish to be heard in explanation of the object 
and character of the bill. 

Mr. MORTON. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, if he is about to speak 
on his bill, that it should first be read. 

Mr. SUMNER. It is rathera long bill and 
I shallexplain itasI proceed. Iam only afraid 
that the reading an 
My desire is to occupy the attention of the Sen- 
ate as little as possible, and if I can have that 
attention now I[ think that my remarks will 
explain the bill. 

Afr. President, I have already during this 
session introduced a bill providing for the ex- 
tension of the national banking system and the 
with drawal of greenbacks in proportion to the 
new bank notes issued, thus preparing the way 
for specie payments. The more I reflect upon 
this simple proposition the more I am satisfied 
of its value. It promisesto be as efficacious as it 
isunquestionably simple. Butit does not pre- 
tend to deal with the whole financial problem. 

The bill which I now introduce is more com- 
prehensive in character. While embodying the 
original proposition of substituting bank notes 
for greenbacks, it provides for the refunding 
and consolidation of the national debt in such 
i way as to make it easy to bear, while it brings 
the existing currency to a par with coin. In 
making this attempt I am moved by the de- 
sire to do something for the business interests 
of the country, which suffer inconceivably from 
the derangement of thecurrency. Whether at 
home or abroad it isthe same. At home values 
are uncertain; abroad commerce is disturbed 
and outofgear. Political reconstruction is not 
enough. There must be financial reconstruc- 
tion also. The peace which we covet must 
enter. into our finances. The reconciliation 
which we long for must embrace the disordered 
business of the country. 

In any measure having this object there are 


d take up too much time. | 
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two things which must not be forgotten : first, | 
the preservation of the national credit, and | 


secondly, the reduction of existing taxation. 
Happily there is -@ universal prevailing senti- 


| ment for the national credit, showing itself in 


| tained at all hazards. 


| the corner-stone of financial reconstruction. | 


a fixed determination that it shall be main- 


ate the value of this determination, which is 


| On the reduction of taxation there is at pres- 
| ent more difference of opinion; but I cannot 


| heavy burden. 


doubt that here, too, there will be a speedy 
harmony. ‘lhe country is uneasy under the 
Willingly, gladly, patriotically 
it submitted to this burden, while the Republic 
was in peril, but now there is a yearning for 
relief. War taxes should not be peace taxes ; 


and so long as the present system continues | 


there is a constant and painful memento of 


| war, while business halts in chains and life 


bends under the load. 

The national credit being safe, relief from 
the pressure of existing taxation is the first 
practical object in our finances. But so en- 
tirely natural and consistent is this object that 
it harmonizes with all other proper objects, 
especially with the refunding of the national 


debt, and with specie payments. As the peo- | 


ple feel easy in their affairs they will be ready 
for the work of reconstruction. 
I say, as an essential stage in what we all 
desire, ‘‘ Down with the taxes.’’ 


The proper reduction of taxation involvestwo 


other things: first, the reduction of the pres- 


| ent annual interest on the national debt, thus 


affording immense relief, and, secondly, the 


| spread or extension of the national debt over 





succeeding generations, for whom, as well as 
for ourselves, it was incurred. 


statement. ‘The second may be less apparent, 
as it opens a question of policy on both sides 
of which much has been already said. 


Nobody doubts the brilliancy of the move- || 


ment to pay off the national debt,—calling to 
mind the charge of the six hundred horsemen 
riding into the jaws of death, sothat the beholder 
exclaimed in memorable words, ‘ It is beauti- 
ful; but it is not war.’’ In other words, it 


| was a feat of hardihood and immolation, ab- 


normal, eccentric, and beyond, even the ter- 
rible requirements of battle. 
might a beholder, witnessing the present sac- 


rifice of our people in the redemption of adebt || 


so large a part of which justly belongs to pos- 
terity, exclaim: ‘‘It is beautiful, but it is not 
business.’’ Unquestionably business requires 
that we should meet existing obligations ac- 
cording to their letter and spirit; but it does 


not require payment in advance, nor payment | 


of obligations resting upon others. Todo this 


| is beautiful, but beyond the line of business. 
President Lincoln, in one ofhis earliest prop- | 
ositions of Emancipation, before he had de- || 


termined upon the great Proclamation, con- 
templated compensation to slave-masters, and 
in order to commend this large expenditure 
went into an elaborate calculation to show how 
easy it would be if proportioned upon the giant 
shoulders of posterity. Dismissing the idea 
of payment by the existing generation, he pro- 
ceeded to exhibit the growing capacity of the 
country—how from the beginning there had 


been a decennial increase in population of | 


34.60 per cent.—how during a period of seventy 
years the ratio had never been two per cent. 
below or two per cent. above this average, thus 
attesting the inflexibility ofthis law of increase. 
Assuming its continuance, he proceeded to 
show that in 1870 our population would be 

2,323,341, in 1880 it would be 56,967,216, in 
1890 it would be 76,677,872, and in 1£90 it 
would be 103,208,415, while in 1930 it would 
amount to 251,680,914. Nobody has im- 
peached these estimates. There they stand in 
that Presidential message as colossal mile- 
stones of the Republic. 

The increase in material resources is beyond 
that of population. The most recent calcula- 


GLOBE. 


Nobody can exagger- | 


Therefore, do | 


The practical | 
| value of the first is apparent on the simple 


In similar spirit || 
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tion, founded on the last census, shows that 

for the previous decade it was at the rate ¢; 

eighty per cent., although other calculation. 
have placed it as high as one hundred a), 
twenty-six per cent. Whether one or the other 
the rate of increase is enormous, and unles. 
arrested in some way not now foreseen it mys 
carry our national resources to a fabulous ey 
tent. What is a burden now will be scarce), 
| a feather’s weight in the early decades of tj, 
| next century, when a population counted }, 
‘hundreds of millions will wield resource, 
/counted by thousands of millions. On th; 
head details are superfluous. All must see «, 
once the irresistible conclusion. 

It is much in this discussion, when we hay 
ascertained how easy it will be for posterity ;, 
| bearthis responsibility. Butthe case is strenot) 
|, ened when it is considered that the war was fo, 
|| the life of the Republic, so that throughout q| 
time, so long as the Republic endures, al! wh 
enjoy its transcendent citizenship will share t} 
benefits. Should they not contribute to 4 
unparalelled cost? Recent estimates deen, 
to be moderate and reasonable, show an aggr; 
gate destruction of wealth or diversion of 
wealth-producing industry in the United Stat, 
since 1861, approximating nine thousand mij. 
lions of dollars, being the cost of the war, or 
in other words, the cost of the destruction o; 
|slavery. Iffrom this estimate be dropped the 

item for expenditures and loss of property j: 

the Rebel States, amounting to $2,700,000,000, 
| we shall have $6,300,000,000 as the sum-tota! 
| of cost to the loyal people, of which the exis) 
ing national debt represents less than hail, 
Thus, besides precious blood beyond any caleu-, 
lation of arithmetic, the present generation ha 
already contributed immensely to that result in 
which succeeding generations have a stake, 
even greater than theirs. 

Assuming, then, that there is to be no co: 
siderable taxation for the immediate paymen 
of the debt, we have one economy. If to thi 
| be added another economy from the reductio 

of the interest, we shall be able to relieve ma 
| terially all the business interests of the country 
| Two such economies will be of infinite val 
to the people, whose riches will be proportio 
ally increased. In the development of weal 
next to making money is saving money. 

Bearing these things in mind, financial recon 
struction is relieved of its difficulties. It only 
remains to find the proper machinery or pr 
_cess. And here we encounter the propositio: 
of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury in his annus 
report, which are threefold : 

1. To fund twelve hundred millions of six 
per cent. five-twenty bonds into four and a hal 
per cent. fifteen-twenties, twenty-twenty-fives, 
and twenty five-thirties. 

2. To make our exports equal in value wil) 
| our imports and to restore our commercia 
marine. 

3. To regard these as essential conditions 
of reduced taxation and specie payments. 

Considering these propositions with the bes 
| attention I could give to them, I have been im: 
pressed by their inadequacy as a system at th: 
present moment. I cannot easily consent to 
the postponement which they imply. They 
hand over to the future what I wish to see ac: 
complished at once, and what I cannot doubt 
with a firm will can be accomplished at au 
early day. But beyond this capital defect, ap 
parent on the face, I do not find in the system 
_ proposed any assurance of success. Will |! 
work? I doubt. Here I wish to be under 
stood as expressing myself with proper cau 





| cost, this may be accomplished. 
Looking at this question in the light of bus! 





| refunded either now or 


tion; and I wish further to declare my anxiety 
to obtain the substituted loans at the smalles' 
| rate ov interest, and also my conviction, that 
within a short time, at some slight presen! 


ness, I am driven to the conclusion that twelve 
|| hundred millions of six-per-cents. cannot be 
ereafter in four 0° 
four-and-a-half per cents. without offering com: 


ED ering meal an A RII 
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ensation in an additional running period of 
the bonds, which is not found in the fifteen- 
twenties nor in the twenty-five-thirties, pro- 
posed by the Secretary. With such bonds 
there would be a practical! difficulty in the way 
of any such refunding to any considerable 
amount from the inability to command a suf- 
cient amount of coin under the ‘‘option of 
coin,’ which must accompany the offer; nor 
‘s there any fund applicable to the purchase of 
coin in open market, were such a course desira- 
ble. Obviously, to induce the voluntary relin- 
ishment of bonds at a high rate of interest for 


LI} 


other bonds at a less rate, the holders must be | 
fered something preferable to the coin ten- | 


dered as an alternative. 

[he time has passed when holders can be 
menaced with payment in greenbacks. What- 
ever we do must be in coin or in some bond 
which will be taken rather than coin. The 
attempt at too low arate of interest would cause 
the coin to be taken rather than the bond, if we 
had the article at command, and would end in 
a deluge of coin, sweeping away the premium 
on gold. 


A return to specie payments, thus | 


precipitated, would be of doubtful value, if not | 


illusive, without other and sustaining measures. 

In the suggestion that our exports must be 
augmented, and our commercial marine re- 
stored, I sympathize cordially; but I do not 


see how this can be accomplished so long as | 


the present taxation is maintained, exercising | 


such a depressing influence on all industry, 
making the necessaries of life dearer, adding 


hancing the price of our products so as to pre- 


vent them from competing in foreign markets 


with the products of other nations. 

The proposition to make the interest on the 
new bonds payable at various points in Europe, 
at the option of the holder, seems unnecessary, 
while it is open to objections. Such agencies 
would be onerous and cumbersome. At Lon- 
don, Paris, Frankfort, Berlin, and Vienna there 
must be a machinery, with constant complica- 
tions continuing through the lifetime of the 
bonds to secure the transfers from point to point 
and the obligatory remittances in gold; noram 
I sure that in this way foreign Powers might not 
obtain a certain jurisdiction over our monetary 
transactions. But I confess that the ruling 
objection with me is of a different character. 
New York is our commercial center, designated 
by Providence and confirmed by man. Already 
it has made a great advance, but it is not yet 
quoted abroad as one of the clearing points of 


| total of $121,932,000. 
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and in currency $12,773,000, making a sum- || 
And yet with these 
tokens of national resources manifest to the 
world, our bonds are below par, and our cur- 
rency is inconvertible paper. Thisshould not 
be permitted longer. With all these resources 
there must be a way, even if we were not taught 
that a will always finds a way. 

The refunding of an existing loan implies 
two distinct and independent transactions: 
first, the extinction by payment in some form 
of the existing loan, and secondly, the nego- 
tiation of a new loan to an amount equal to 
that extinguished. 

The bill now before the Senate contemplates 
the prompt extinguishment of the five-twenties 
of 1862. But | would not have this import- 
ant work entered upon until the Government 
is fully prepared to say that, after a certain 
period of notice, say six months, in order that 
distant holders in Kurope may be advised, 
interest on the five-twenties of 1862 shall cease, 
and the bonds be forthwith redeemed in coin. 
There should be no coercion of any kind upon 
any holder at home or abroad to induce the 
acceptance of a substitute bond. I am happy 
to believe that with the judicious use of five 


| per cent. ten-forties all the coin necessary for 
| such independent action may be assured in 


| advance. 


| the new. 
to the cost of raw material, and generally en- || 


Believing that such five per cent. 
bonds will be regarded by investors as prefer- 
able to coin, I would give the holders of the 
old bonds the first opportunity to subscribe for | 
Such as elect coin will make room 
for others ready to give coin in exchange for 
such bonds. 

If we look at the practical consequences we 
shall be encouraged in this course. ‘The re- 
funding of the Sixes of 1862, being upward of 
five hundred millions, into Fives, as authorized 
by the first section of the bill, contemplates the 


| payment from present funds of little more than 


| loan will be $5,886,276. 


the world. At New York quotationsare obtained || 
daily on London and Paris; but in these places 


no such recognized quotations can be now 
obtained on New York. That the agencies pro- 


posed will tend to postpone this condition is a | 


sufficient objection. 

[ have made these remarks with hesitation, 
but in order to prepare the way for the bill 
which I have introduced. 
show why the propositions of the Secretary 


It was my duty to | 


were not sufficient for the occasion, and this I | 


have tried to do simply and frankly. It is long || 


since I avowed my conviction that specie pay- 


ments should be resumed, and I should now do || 


less than my duty if I did not at least attempt | 


to show the way which seems to me so natural 
and easy. While the present system continues 
we are poor. The payment of the national debt 


and the accumulation of coin in the Treasury | 


are the signs of unparalleled national wealth, 


with these signs. The latest figures from the 


ae are such as no other nation can ex- 
ubit. 


of bonds purchased since March 1, 1869, for the 


l’rom these it appears that the amount | 


sinking fund was $22,000,000, and the amount | 


purchased subject to Congress $64,000,000, 
being in all $86,000,000. ‘The same propor- 


tion of purchase for January and February | 


would be $23,000,000, making a sum-total of 
3109,000,000 for one year. And, notwithstand- 
ing this outlay, we find in the Treasury Janu- 
ary 1, 1870, in coin no less than $109,159,000, 


fourteen millions, being the excess of five-twen- 
ties above the five hundred millions provided 
for. The annual reduction of interest on that 
The substitution of 
three hundred millions of Fours for a like 
amount of Sixes as provided in the bill will 
operate a further saving of $6,000,000, making 
a sum-total of $11,886,276, or near twelve mil- 
lions. There willthen remain but $129,443,800, 
subject to redemption, being five-twenties of 
1864. 

During the year 1870 the further sum of 
$536,832,200, being five-twehties of 1865, will 


as it seems to me, and according to the con- 
templation of the bill, the credit of the Gov- 
ernment will be at such a pitch, that five hun- 
dred millions can be refunded, in four and a 
half per cents., with the addition of thirty-six 
millions paid from the Treasury—thus insuring 


| a further annual reduction of $9,709,932 or a 


total annual saving of $21,596,208, of which 
about twelve millions may be saved during the 
current year. Here for the present we stop. 
Our interest-paying debt cannot be further 
ameliorated before 1872, when three hundred 
and seventy-nine millions, being five-twenties 
of 1867, will become redeemable, and then in 
1873 when forty-two millions, being fifteen- 
twenties of 1868 and constituting the balance 
of our optional Sixes, will become redeem- 
able, all of which I gladly believe may be re- 
funded in the four per cents. provided by the 


| present bill, tobe followedin 1874 by a reduc- 
but our financial condition is not in harmony || 


tion of the original ten-forties into similar bonds. 
[ would remark here that the bill undertakes 


| to deal with the whole disposable national debt. 


The amounts which [| have given will be found 
in the Treasury tables of January Ist last, and 
are irrespective of the sinking fund and invested 
surplus. 

From these details I pass to consider the 
bill in its aims and principles. 

The proposition with which I begin is to 
refund our six per cent. five-twenties of 1862, 
amounting to upward of five hundred millions 


term ten-forties I adopt the description of a 
bond well known and popular at home and 
abroad whose ‘‘ payment in coin’’ is expressly 
stipulated by the original act authorizing the 
issue. The bond begins with a good name, 
which will commend ‘tt. The interest which 1 
propose is larger than I would propose for any 
late bond. It is important, if not necessary, 
in order to counteract the suspicion which has 
been allowed to fall upon our national credit. 

Even our Sixes are now below par in Europe. 
But they will unquestionably share the eleva- 
tion of the new Tews substituted. Our first 
attempt should be with the latter. Let these 
be carried to par, and we shall have par 
everywhere. 

In this process the first stage is the convic 
tion that all our bonds will be paid in the uni- 
versal money of the world. All bonds, whether 
fives or sixes, will then advance. I know no 
way in which this conviction can be created so 
promptly and easily as by redeeming in gold 
some one of our six per cent. loans, and that 
most naturally selected is the first, which is 
already so noted from the discussion to which it 
has been subjected. But this can be done only 
by offering to holders the option of coin ora 


| satisfactory substitute bond. With a new issue 


of five per cent. ten-forties, limited in amount 
to about the aggregate of the six per cent. five- 
twenties of 1862—say five hundred millions— 
[ cannot doubt that every foreign holder of 
such sixes will accept the fives in lieu of coin, 
and so much of that loan as is held at home 
may be paid in coin, if preferred by the hold- 
ers, from the proceeds of an equal amount of 
fives placed in Europe at par for coin. 

Then will followthe advantage of this posi 


tive policy. ‘The national credit will be be- 
yond question. Nobody will doubt it. The 


public faith will be vindicated. ‘The time will 
have come, which is the condition-precedent 
named by the Secretary of the ‘l’reasury, when 
the ** want of faith in the Government’’ will 


| be removed, and the door will be open to 


cheap loans. This will be, of course. It can- 
not be otherwise if we only do our duty. Our 
fives, being limited in amount, after being 
taken at par in preference to coin, will ad 
vance in value, so that the investment wil! 
become popular. People will desire more but 
there will be no more, so that without difficulty 
or delay we may hope to refund five hundred 
millions of our subsequent sixes, or so much 


| as may be desirable, at four and a half per cent. 
fall within the control of the Government, when, || 


| in taunt, will be silenced. 


| of our determination. 


in fifteen-fifties; if not, at four per cent. in 
twenty-sixties. 

In this operation the initial point is the na 
tional credit. With this starting point all i 
easy. Our fives will at once aseend above 
var, while a market is opened for four anda 
ialf or four per cents. ‘The stigma of repu 
diation, whether breathed in doubt or hurled 
There are other 
fields of glory than in war, and such a triumph 
will be among the most important in the an- 
nals of finance. But to this end there must 
be no hesitation. ‘The offer must be plain, 
‘‘ bonds or coin,’’ giving the world assurance 
‘he answer will be as 
prompt as the offer; ‘* bonds, and not coin.”’ 

In the process of financial reconstruction we 
cannot forget the national banks, which have 
already done so much. ‘The uniform cur- 
rency which they supply throughout the toun 
try commendsthem to our care. Accustomed 
to the facilities this currency supplies, it is 
difficult to understand how business was con 
ducted under the old system, when every 
bank had its separafé currency, taking its color. 
like the chamelion, from what was about it, so 
that there were as many currencies, with a 
many colors, as there were banks. 

Two things must be done for the national 
banks: first, the bonds deposited by them with 
the Government must be reduced in interé 
and, secondly, the system must be extended, 
so as to supply much-needed facilities, espe 


into five per cent. ten-forties. In taking the |! cially at the West and South. 
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I doubt if the national banks can expect to 
receive iw the future more than four per cent. 
from the bonds deposited by them with the 
Government, and, considering the profits at- 
tributed to their business, it may be that there 
would be a reluctant consent even to this allow- 
ance. Here it must be observed that the whole 

ystem of national banks is founded upon the 
bonds of the natien, so that at the rate of liqui- 
dation now adopted for the national debt the 
system will be without support in the lapse of 
twelve or fifteen years. The stability of the 
banks, which is so vital alike to the national 
currency and to the pecuniary interests involved 
in the business, can be assured only by an issue 
of bonds for a longer term. Of course, the 
longer the period the more valuable the bond. 
l'o reduce the interest arbitrarily on the exist- 
ing short bonds of the banks without offering 
compensation in some form would be posi- 
tively unjust, besides being an infringement 
of the guarantees surrounding such bonds, and, 
therefore, a violation of good faith. A substi- 
tute twenty-sixty bond will be assurance of sta- 
hility for this length of time, while the additional 
life of the bond will be a compensation for the 
reduction of interest. As it is not proposed 
to issue such bonds immediately except for 


banking purposes, they will not fall below par, | 


and this par will be coin, which, I need not say, 
the sixes now held by the banks will not com- 
mand. If through the failure or winding up 
of any bauk an amount of the substituted bonds 
should be liberated, there will be an instant 
demand for them at par by new banks arising 
to secure the relinquished circulation. 

Allow me here to interpose a brief word on 
the difference in value between a long bond and 
ashortbond. Obviously the short bond will be 
liquidated at an early day, sothatany premium, 


while increasing the capital invested, lessens the || 


percentage of income. Thus $1,000 in a six 
per cent. bond, with a premium of twenty per 


cent., will cost $1,200, with an income of sixty | 
dollars only, or five per cent., and the bond, if | 


paid at par, would involve a loss of the pre- 
imium. But the same $1,200 invested in fives, 
will be represented by $1,200 in bonds, yield- 
ing annually sixty dollars, or five per cent., 


with this constant advantage, that when paid at | 


par the investor would find his original capital 
intact. Therefore, it cannot be expected when 
the fives are brought to par that the short sixes 
soon to be paid at par will have a value pro- 
portioned to their higher interest. 
with them as with other things in this world 
where value is diminished by the brevity of 
existence. 

The extension of bank notes from three to 
five hundred millions, which I propose, will 
extend the banking system where it is now 
needed. This alone is much. How long the 


Senate debated this que at the last session | 


without any practical result cannot be forgot- 
ten. That debate certifies to the necessity of 
this extension. The proposition I offer shows 
how it may be accomplished and made espe- 
cially beneficent. 
the banks of new four per cent. bonds at the 
rate of one hundred dollars for eighty dollars 
of notes issued and to be issued would absorb 
six hundred and twenty-five millions of the 
national debt into four per cents. ; while the 
withdrawal of one dollar of greenbacks for each 
additional dollar of notes will go far to extin- 
guish the outstanding greenbacks, thus quietly 
and without any appreciable contraction re- 
moving an impediment to specie payments. 
Naturally, as & a process of gestation, will 
this birth be acsomelichal? It will come, and 
nobody can prevent it. 

In presenting this series of measures I am 
penetrated by the conviction that, if adopted, 
they cannot fail to bring all the national obli- 
gations to a par with coin, and then specie 
payments will be resumed without effort. Our 
bonds will be among the most popular in the 
market. No longer below par, they will con- 
tinue to advance, while the national credit lifts 


The requirement from all | 


It will be | 


- its head unimpeached, unimpeachable. Under 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





this influence the remainder of our outstanding | 


debt may be refunded in fifteen-fifties at four 
and a half per cent., if not in twenty-sixties at 
four percent. ‘There will then be sixteen hun- 
dred and twenty-five millions refunded at an 


average of less than four and a half per cent., | 
and the whole debt, including the irredeemable | 


sixes of 1881 at an average of less than five 
per cent., while all will be within our control 
five years earlier than in the maximum period 
proposed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
This rate is lower than that of any European 
Government, unless we except England and 
Switzerland. ‘The latter Power has obtained a 
loan of two and a half millions recently at four 
andahalfpercent. ‘The recent French Rente, 
which found such favor at three per cent. nom- 


| inally was uttered at prices varying from sixty- 


five to sixty-eight, so that one thousand millions 
of obligations represented six hundred and fifty 


or six hundred and eighty millions of money | 
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SSS 
Mr. WILSON. I move thai that be laid 
aside informally until my colleague shall have 
concluded his remarks. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be ni 
objection it will be passed over informally. 
The Chair hears no objection, and the Senato; 
from Massachusetts will proceed. 
Mr. Sumner having concluded, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The questioy ;, 
on the motion of the Senator from Massachy. 
setts, that the bill be printed and referred to 


|| the Committee on Finance. 


actually paid, making the annual cost to the || 
| Government more than five percent. It would 
| be easy to show how other Governments have 


pene much more. Well may we yet a little 
onger yield to England, where wealth is so 


| surpassing, and to Switzerland, where economy 


| 





takes the place of wealth. Thetimeis at hand 


| when the wealth of England and the economy 
'| of Switzerland combined will be less command- 
| ing than the unquestionable resources of our 


country. 
One immediate consequence of these meas- 
ures would be the relief of the people from 


| eighty to one hundred millions of taxation, 
while there would remain a surplus revenue of 


two millions a month applicable to the reduc- 
tion of the debt, being more than enough to 


| liquidate the whole prior to the maturity of the 


new obligations, if it were thought advisable to 


| complete the liquidation at so early a day. 


The country will breathe freer, business will be 
more elastic, life will be easier, as the assurance 
goes forth that no heavy taxation shall be con- 
tinued in order to pay the debt in eleven years, 


|| as is now proposed, nor in fifteen years, nor in 


twenty years. By the present measures, while 
retaining the privilege of paying the debt within 
twenty years, we shall secure the alternative 
of sixty years, and at a largely reduced inter- 
est; leaving the opportunity of paying it at any 


| intermediate time according to the best advan- 


tage of the country. With diminished taxation 
and resources increasing immeasurably, the 


| national debt will cease to be a burden be- 


coming ‘‘ fine by degrees and beautifully less’’ 
until it gradually ceases to exist. 

In making this statement,I offer my contribu- 
tion to the settlement of a great question. If 
I am wrong what I have said will soon be for- 
gotten. Meanwhile I ask for it your candid 
attention, adding one further remark, with 
which I shall close. I never have doubted, I 
cannot doubt, the ease with which the transition 
to;specie payments can be accomplished, espe- 
cially as compared with the ominous fears 
which this simple proposition seems to excite 
in certain quarters. We are gravely warned 


| against itas a period of crisis. Ido not believe 


there will be anything to which this term can 
be reasonably applied. 
essential justice it will at once harmonize with 
the life of the community, and people will be 


| astonished at the long postponement of an act 
_ so truly beneficent in all its influences, so im- 
' portant to the national character, and so con- 
| genial with the business interests of the country. 


During Mr. Sumner’s remarks, at one 
o’ clock, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts will please suspend his remarks. 
The morning hour having expired, the joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 85) declaring Virginia 
entitled to representation in the Congress of 
the United States is before the Senate, the 
vending question being on the motion of the 
Ronaturdoes Missouri, [ Mr. Drake, ] to amen 
the resolution. 


Like every measure of 


| 
} 
| 
| 





The motion was agreed to. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The unfinisheq 
business of yesterday is now before the Sen. 
ate. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I suggest that the unfinished 
business of yesterday be laid aside informally 
to enable us to conclude the morning business, 
which has not yet been done. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That may be 
done by common consent. The Chair hears 
no objection; and the unfinished business js 
laid aside, and the introduction of bills and 
joint resolutions is yet in order. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 381) granting lands to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad from the western boundary 
of Minnesota to the junction of the Sioux Wood 
river with the Red river of the North to the 
Winnipeg district of British America; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 382) to remove certain political disabilities 
from persons therein named, in the State of 
Mississippi; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the select Committee on the Remo- 
val of Political Disabilities, and ordered to be 
printed. 

INDIAN TREATIES. 

Mr. DRAKE. I offer the following resolu- 
tion, which can lie over until to-morrow: 

Resolved, That the thirty-ninth standing rule of 
the Senate be amended by adding thereto the fol- 
lowing: 

But this rule shall not apply to treaties with 
Indian tribes, which shall be considere’ and acted 
upon in open Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
will lie over, under the fifty-third rule. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the bill (S. No. 92) 
in addition to the act entitled ‘‘An act to in- 
corporate the Washington, Alexandria, and 
Georgetown Steam Packet Company.”’ 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed the following bills and joint reso- 
lutions, in which it requested the concurrence 
of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 249) concerning the dis- 
trict courts of the United States for the district 
of Iowa; 

A bill (H. R. No. 785) to provide for fur- 
nishing artificial limbs to disabled soldiers ; _ 

A bill (H. R. No. 787) for the relief of David 
Sergeant; 

A bill (H. R. No. 790) repealing so much o! 
the act of August 8, 1846, as declared the Des 
Moines river, in the then Territory of Lowa, 
public highway; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 109) umend- 
atory of the joint resolution for the relief o! 
certain officers of the Army, approved July 
26, 1866. 

STATE OF VIRGINIA. 


The Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the joint reso- 
lation (S. R. No. 85) declaring Virginia en- 
titled to representation in the Congress of the 
United States, the pending question being on 
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amendment of Mr. Drake to add to the 
lution the following proviso: 


peopided, That should the Legislature of said State 

‘ony time hereafter pass any act or resolution re- 

sling or annulling its ratification of the fifteenth 

-ieleof amendment to the Constitution of the Uni- 

) States, the passage of such actor resolution shall 
»rateto exclude the said State from representation 
Congress and to remand said State to its condition 

ymediately prior to the passage of this resolution. 

\r. CONKLING. Mr. President, the drift 

¢ the debate yesterday has led me to review 
with some care the reconstruction acts, to cor- 

ct impressions which, strong as they were, 

‘aded before positive assertions. I heard it 
iepied strenuously that we were committed to 
the recognition of Virginia, even assuming full 
compliance on her part with all specified condi- 
tions. The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
Sawyer] was corrected for having fallen into 
sich a supposition, and the honorable Senator 
who set him right said that had he been famil- 
iar with the provisions of these acts, he would 
not have made so greatablnnder. If I assume 
the correctness of the suggestion thus made by 
the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. WiLson | 
| must find that I have proceeded thus far upon 
« basis mistaken indeed! The American peo- 
ple in Congress assembled stand pledged to 
recognize the State of Virginia, and to restore 
her to representation. Such was my under- 
standing when the debate began; such is my 
understanding now. ‘This results from the 
general method and intendment of the recon- 
struction acts but it results more specifically 
still. 

Section five of the act of March 23, 1867, in 
express terms plights the nation’s faith in this 
regard, and recites the events upon which alone 
the restoration of Virginia shall depend. It 
was said yesterday that Virginia had failed to | 
avail herself of this section, and that we were 
therefore to dismissit from consideration. This 
| deny, and I suggest to the Senator from Ver- 
mont, |Mr. Epmunps,] who made the state- 
ment, and to the Senator from Nevada, [Mr. 
Srewart,] who acquiesced in it, that section | 
tive of the act of 1867 stands and operates now 
as much as it ever did; that its operation has 
never been interrupted by Virginia; and that 
all the events have occurred upon which its 
final effect depends. 

Virginia formed a constitution December 3, 
1867, and Congress required it to be ratified 
by her people, and prescribed the qualifica- 
tions of electors and the mode of election. 
The commanding general was to ‘‘ conduct’’ 
the election ; and the commanding general for 
want of funds, as was alleged, omitted to 
conduct or to cause an election to be held. 
The Senate cannot have forgotten that Gen- 
eral Schofield, afterward Secretary of War, | 
then commandant of the department of Vir- 
ginia, omitted and reported that he omitted to 
hold an election for the reason that funds had | 
not been furnished (not by Virginia, she was 
not to furnish them, but by the United States) 
with which an election might be held. There- 
fore it was that Virginia, without fault of hers, 
was denied the right to ratify her constitution | 
along with the seven other States which, like | 
Virginia, had engaged in rebellion. 

Section four of the act of March 23, 1867, 
directed that the convention of Virginia should 
fix the time of holding the election at which 
theconstitution should be submitted, and should || 
ix it not less than thirty days after the date of | 
the notice. The day was fixed by the conven- 
tion; it was the second day of June, 1868. 
Chat day came and passed, and no election was | 
held or authorized, the officers of the United 
States alone being competent to authorize or 
hold it. It was to right this wrong that as || 
regards Virginia the act of April 10, 1869, 
was adopted, authorizing the holding of an || 
election—of that election which had not before 
been permitted. Thus the act of March 23, 
1867, still stands, and speaks of Virginia and || 
for Virginia with all the intendments and faith | 
to be found in section five. 





| stances. 


The conditions upon which Virginia’s right 
depend have all been complied with ; some of 
them more literally by Virginia than by several 
other States whose restoration is complete. 
I will enumerate those conditions, speaking 
from the act: 

First, the constitution adopted is not only 
republican in form, not only void of offense in 
this regard, but the two Houses of Congress 
have virtually said so. The act of April 10, 
1869, refers to the constitution which had been 
previously reported to Congress, and by sub- 
mitting it to a vote and by its manner of 
treating it puts its republicanism beyond pres- 


| ént criticism or cavil from us. 


Again—I quote the words of the act—the | 
election was one at which all the registered 


and qualified electors in the State had an op- 
portunity to vote freely. Why may I say so? 
Because the returns ofthe election of themselves 
warrant mein saying it. ‘The number of electors 
registered was as follows: white, 149,781; col- 


Senate will remember that the registration was 
made in the summer of 1867; the election was 


| ored, 120,103, making a total of 269,884. The | 


not until July, 1869, two years afterward. | 


The second section of the aet of April 10, 1869, 


| allowed the list to be revised and ‘‘ enlarged.’’ | 
| Additions were made; but those who had died, 


those who had removed from the State, those 
who had been registered in one precinct and 
removed afterward to another, did not appear 


| to have their names stricken off; and yet ob- 


serve, Mr. President, the unusual percentage 
of the vote cast, when we consider the circum- 
Of those registered who actually 
voted there were: whites, 125,144; colored, 
97,205, making a total of 222,349; 
24,637 whites and 


no allowance is made for all the double registra- 
tions, or for all the want of a true reduction 


of registration, resulting in the ways already | 


indicated. 
Again, the act requires that Congress shall 
be satisfied that ‘* such constitution meets the 


| approval of a majority of all the qualified 
| electors of the State.’’ 


Can we doubt this? 
The registration caused by Congress bore, as I 
have said, of the living, the absent, the dead, 
and of those twice registered, 269,884 names, 
and 210,585 votes were cast for the constitu- 
tion and only 9,136 were cast against it, show- 
ing a majority of more than three to one, count- 


| ing all, living and dead, present and absent, 


upon the rolls of registration. 

This completes the list of requirements of 
the act in question, excepting those of which 
no doubt arises now. By subsequent acts the 
ratification of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States was added as acondition ; and this con- 
dition also has been complied with by majori- 
ties in both houses of the General Assembly 
of Virginia approaching very near to unanimity. 
If the Senate were agreed that Virginia has 


| complied on her part with all of these condi- 
tions it seems to me there could be no division | 


as to the duty resting onus. But it is said 
that Virginia has come short or gone wrong, 
and so it is argued we may hold her still in sus- 
pended relationship. The allegations in sup- 


| port of this position, as far as I have gathered 


them, are these: 

1. That the members of the General Assem- 
bly did not take the oath prescribed by the act 
of 1862, known as the ‘‘ test-oath’’ prescribed 
for officers of the United States. 

2. That the officers of the two houses were 


| not sworn. 


3. That persons disqualified by the fourteenth 
amendment sat in one or both houses, or so sat 
for aught we know; and 

4. That the election was unfair. 

Let me consider these objections. 

First, as to the test-oath. Has any State a 


Senator in this Chamber whose Legislature | 


administered the test-oath, or thus qualified its 
members? If there be a Senator here elected 


so that |) 
22,898 blacks who were | 
registered did not vote; and in this statement | 





| but no oath can be imposed except the oath pre 





| authority to insist upon it. 
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by a Legislature thus qualified I should be glad 
to know the State whence he comes. Was the 
Legislature of Arkansas thus qualificd? Did 
the members of the Legislature of Alabama 
or Florida, or the Carolinas take the test-oath ? 
Was ittaken in Louisiana? Louisiana inquired 
in advance whether the members of her Legis- 
lature were to take it. She inquired of the 
General of the Army, now the President of 
the United States, and he answered that the 
reconstruction acts did not require the admin 
istration of that oath. She inquired of the 
Judiciary and Reconstruction Committees of 
the House of Representatives, the present Sec 
retary of the Treasury being a member of one 
of the committees, and the answer, in lan- 
guage which | have before me, was that it was 
unnecessary to take the test-oath. I will read it. 
Mr. HOWARD. What page? 
Mr. CONKLING. The Senator will find it 
in executive document No. 15, page 26. 
* WASHINGTON, June 
To Governor Warmotnu, Netw Orleans,”’ 


30, 1866, 


I omit the first of the telegram, and read the 
concluding words: 
**This is to be determined by the respective houses 


scribed by the State constitution.”’ 

Signed by James I. Wilson, chairman, 
George S. Boutwell, J. I. Farnsworrn, and 
H. E. Parner. 

Mr. Wilson signed as chairman of the Judi- 
ciary Committee, and the others as members 
of the Reconstruction Committee. 

Whoat the date of this communication chal 
lenged the soundness of the advice it gave? 

Was such an objection raised in the case of 
Georgia? Her Legislature took no test-oath. 
Yes, sir; the objection was raised, and it was 
overruled by the Judiciary Committee as it had 
been virtually overruled before by the Senate 
in repeated instances. Senators had come from 
Legislatures which were gazetted in advance to 
have omitted and refused the test-oath, and 
these Senators were admitted and sit here still. 

Mr. SUMNER. I understood the Senator 
to say that in Louisiana the oath was not 
applied ? 

Mr. CONKLING. I so understand. 

Mr. SUMNER. I understand that it was. 
I am so assured by one of the Senators from 


| that State. 


Mr. CONKLING. 


On the contrary. having 


| taken pains to inquire of one of the Senators 


myself, I understand that an attempt was 


| made—and the Senators from Louisiana are 


here to correct me if I am wrong—in the tem 


| porary organization to insist upon the oath ; 


the question was examined, advice was sought 
from Washington, a part of which I have read, 
and the attempt was abandoned at the next 
meeting; and the conclusion was reached and 


| promulgated that it was not the duty of any 


member to take the oath nor the right of any 
If the Senator will 


| take the trouble to acquaint himself with the 


facts he will find that I state them as they 
appear on the record, and as the Senators, one of 


| them certainly, from the State understand then. 


So much for States already established here, 


|| and for the inquiries they made and the advice 


| 
i 


they received. Virginia also inquired in ad- 
vance if the members of her Legislature were 
to take the test-oath. She wisely direeted her 
inquiry. She inquired through the Depart- 
ment of War of that renowned jurist, that 
bright ornament plucked from the judiciary of 
Massachusetts to grace the present Adminis 

tration as its Attorney General. That distin 

guished functionary replied in an opinion which 
has been read, and in which with elaborate 
reasoning he advised that no obligation rested 
upon the members of the Legislature of Vir 


| ginia to take any such oath. 


At this point, Mr. President, I confess my- 
self puzzled and embarrassed in advancing im 
the debate. If I may borrow an expression 
from the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Sumvyer, ] I felt pained to hear in this Chamber 
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uch a declaration as was made a day or two 
ago by that honorable Senator. It had hap- 
pened that an unpretending military officer 
and the Attorney General of the United States 
were about the same time called upon to ex- 
amine and express au opinion upon the same 
question of law, of statutory, and, in a sense, 
of constitutional law, They did each examine 
it, and came to opposite conclusions ; and now 
the honorable Senator declares to the Senate 
and to the country that in his opinion the mil- 
itary officer was right and the Attorney Gen- 
eral was wrong, ‘This was no hasty or impet- 
uous remark to which the Senator was borne 
by the heady currents of debate. It was the 
deliberate judgment of the honorable Senator. 
I say this because on the 22d of December, 
1869, he introduced a bill, portentious in pre- 
amble, imposing in recital, full of weighty 
words, dwelling upon the precise point which 
| am now discussing. 

‘The bill proceeds in its preamble to affirm 
in particular phrase that the true meaning of 
these statutes was and is that the members of 
the Legislature of Virginia were bound to take 
the test-oath of 1862, and, without additional 
premises, it culminates in a ‘‘ therefore, for 
the sake of peace and the protection of human 
rights, be it enacted as follows.’* And enact- 
ments are to correct the error and the wrong 
of the omission of the members of the Legisla- 
ture of Virginia, which consisted in adopting 
and acting upon the law as expounded by the 
Attorney General of the United States. 

Mr. President, it is odd, all circumstances 
and understandings considered, that it should 
fall to me to make defense against the honor- 
able Senator from Massachusetts in behalf of 
the Attorney General of the United States. I 


feel bound to say, however, that in the con- | 


clusion of the opinion in question I fully and 
undoubtingly concur. Its reasoning is some- 
what beyond my comprehension. If that be a 
fault, however, it is a fault of its author in 
common with many great and many illustrious 
men. It was said of Edmund Burke that he 
did not always adapt his style to the capacity 
of his hearers; and so the Attorney General 
has adopted a course of reasoning not I think 
adapted to the capacity of ordinary readers. 
I refer to that portion of the opinion upon 
which the Senator from Michigan commented 
on a recent occasion. That part of the reason- 
ing which the Senator from Indiana adopted, 
the part which refers for test and comparison 
to section two of the same act, in order to de- 
termine the interpretation to be given to sec- 
tion nine, upon the point in question is plain 
and cogent. I refer to the preceding reason- 
ing when I confess my difficulty in compre- 
hending it any better than the Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. Howarp] found himself able 
to do. 

Virginia, then, having inquired of the Attor- 
ney General through the Department of War, 
having been advised by him in an opinion the 
conclusion of which was in accord with all the 
authorities which had been consulted on the 
subject, followed the example of all the other 
States in omitting as a qualification of members 
of the Legislature the administration of this 
oath. Can itbe in the face of these facts that 
any Senator will plant himself upon the omis- 
sion of the test-oath as a ground ora oer 
excuse for refusing that recognition of Virginia 
which was implied when we enacted these words: 
‘ifthe said constitution shall be declared by 
Congress to bein conformity with the provisions 
of the act to which this is supplementary and 
the other provisions of said act shall have been 
complied with and the said constitution shall 
be approved by Congress, the said State shall 
be declared entitled to representation, and Sen- 
ators and Representatives shall be admitted 
therefrom as therein provided ?”’ 

What is the next objection? That the officers 
of the Legislature of Virginia were not sworn. 
I ask the Senate if any law, reconstruction or 
other, requires that? But I take issue upon 


the fact. 1t was of the house that the honor- 
able Senator from Kansas made this allega- 
tion, if I understand him aright, not of the 
senate. 

Mr. POMEROY. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
the senate. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
I referred to. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator will find on 
page 7 of the journal of the house this pro- 
vision standing among the rules of the house 
adopted for its organization and conduct: 


Of both. 
There is no speaker in 


The clerk of the senate 


“The oaths which the officers of the house are | 


required by law to take shall be administered and 


certified by a justice of the peace or notary public, 
to be filed with the Clerk of the house.” 

[ inquire of the Senator for the evidence that 
this rule was not observed by the speaker and 
the other officers. I have looked carefully 
through the journal, and, subject to correction. 
I venture to say that there is no evidence of 
the fact. 

Mr. POMEROY. I willreply ina word, now, 
by saying that it was the duty of those officers 


| to be sworn before the adoption of the rales or 


before any business could have been legally 
performed. That is my first answer. My 
second is that I learn from one of the mem- 
bers that they were not sworn. That of course 
cannot appear in the record; but it was evi- 


dence to me personally, because a member | 


told me he was not sworn. 


Mr. CONKLING. 


Let me inquire of the | 


Senator whether he has looked to see whether | 


the election of these officers or the adoption of 
the rules was first? 


Mr. POMEROY. 


I have. 


Mr. CONKLING. Which way does the Sen- 


ator find the fact to be? 
Mr. POMEROY. I find on page 7, speak- 


| ing of the senate—— 


Mr. CONKLING. I am speaking of the 
house ; I will come to the Senate ina moment. 
The honorable Senator will find that the rules 
were adopted on the 6th day of October, 1869, 
no business whatever having been done, except 


| that the Legislature had convened on the pre- 


vious day, a prayer had been made, and the 
roll had been called; and afterward, if he will 
turn to page 24 of the journal, he will find that 
the house proceeded to the election of aspeaker, 
and after that to the election of a clerk, both 
of which acts followed the adoption of this rule. 


| Therefore, I say first that there is no law known 
| to Congress which required these officers to be 
' sworn, and second, I say that there is no evi- | 

dence that they were not sworn; but on, the | 


contrary there is a well settled presumption of 
law that they took the oath which the rule 
prescribed. 

Then the honorable Senator said—I am 
reminded of it here—that the members of the 
house, if I understood him, took all sorts of 
oaths. 
shows that one hundred and twenty-eight mem- 
bers of the house of delgeates appeared on 
the first day, and that all of them save four 
took either the oath prescribed by the consti- 
tution itself or else a stronger and fuller oath. 
Some of them took an oath very like the so- 
called ‘‘iron-clad oath,’’ as I understand it ; 
but they all save four-—— 

Mr. POMEROY. Seven. 

Mr. CONKLING. I beg the Senator’s par- 


| don; I have counted them carefully, and all 


save four took the oath in the language pre- 


| scribed by the constitution, or else an oath in 
| still stronger language. 


Now as to the senate: the lieutenant gov- 
ernor presided there. There can have been 
no question as to his having been sworn, no 
question as to the president of the senate. 

Mr. POMEROY. I did not say anything 
ubout the lieutenant governor. 


I have looked to see, and the journal | 


Mr. CONKLING. No ; but the Senator said | 


that his remark referred to both houses. 
Mr. POMEROY. The clerk of the senate, 
I said. 
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Mr. CONKLING. Now as to’the ¢ 
the senate and as to the oaths of the se 
I say that every senator but one took the oath 
required by the constitution of Virginia o; , 
stronger and fuller oath, and so the Senator 
will see if he will look at the journal and at 
page 9 of the constitution. 

Mr. POMEROY. I said nothing about th» 
members of the senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. On the first day of th. 
session the Governor transmitted the opinioy, 
of the Attorrey General to which I have re 
ferred, instructing them that they need take ny 
oath except the one prescribed by the consi; 
tution. 

It is said, again, that this election was unfair. 
I will not stop to argue that. I think it is no: 
insisted upon seriously. It is disposed of, | 
think, by the fact that there is no proof of the 
unfairness of the election, that an investigation 
has been held and proof has been found to the 
contrary, and that the returns themselves show 
a vote so full, and so full relatively as between 
whites and blacks, that the door is not open 
for such an allegation. 

Is there any ground remaining upon which 
we can refuse recognition to this State? But 
one has been assigned ; it is that the exclusion 
of the fourteenth amendment was not or may 
not have been regarded. Is there any proof 
in fact that such was the case? I have heard 
of none. The journals of the two houses show 
many studied objections to members in respect 
of their qualification. An attempt was made 
in both houses to exact the test-oath. It was 
repeated. Protests were introdueed ; but no- 
where appears a suggestion that any member 
was there whom the fourteenth amendment 
excluded. I say, therefore, in point of fact 
the presumption is entirely against its exist 
ence, and my information also is against it 
also. 

In the case of Georgia this question was made 
in the Legislature ; and we found, as matter of 
fact and history, that it was treated with eva- 
sion; that the objection was justly made, and 
that a fair investigation of it was avoided and 
refused. Butno question was made in the case 
of Virginia. 

It is said, however, that if we have reason to 
suspect that men sat in the Legislature who 
were excluded by the fourteenth amendment 
we may observe the fact and entertain the ques- 
tion now. It seems to me not. Suppose per- 
sons sat who were minors, or felons, or women, 
no question being made ; they were disqualified 
no Zenbt, but could we investigate the question 
now as aground of admission or exclusion’ 
Could we invalidate the legislation which had 
been consummated because in point of fact it 


lerk of 
nators, 


' turned out that three minors and two felons, 


who had been convicted, sat undiscovered in 


_ the Legislature ? 


It is said, however, that section seven of the 
act of April, 1869, reserves this question. 

Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator from 
New York allow me to make a suggestion? 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly. 

Mr. STEWART. I am informed that Gen- 
eral Canby examined this question of eligibil- 
ity under the fourteenth amendment before he 
gave certificates, and that two members who 
it was said had been elected and disqualified 
have not received certificates and have not 
been in the Legislature at all. He decided 
that they were not entitled to certificates ; but 


they ran in ignorance of the fact that they 


On investigation he 


would be disqualified. 
He investigated all 


was satisfied they were. 


' cases and gave no certificates where there was 


| disqualification. 


That is the statement I have 
received. , 

Mr. CONKLING. That statement displaces 
the fact; but for the sake of the argument | 
assume the fact, and then I am unable to see 
how at this time we can investigate it or appro 
priate it to any use here. The course of the 
debate seems to have admitted that such a fact 


‘would be beyond our view but for the circum- 
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tance that we find this section in the act of 
Congress of April last : 

tnd be it further enacted, That the proceedingsin 
of said States shall not be deemed final, or oper- 


ny ol 


+. as a complete restoration thereof, until their acts 
spectively shall be approved by Congress.” 

(he history of that amendment, as well as 
‘< standing in the act, shows that it was not 
‘ntended for such a purpose, nor does it answer 
. No such provision was in the bill as it 
came from the Judiciary Committee. It was 
added in the Senate, and for a particular rea- 
-on, to Which I call attention. By an amend- 
ment in the Senate this previous provision had 
heen introduced : 

‘That before the States of Virginia, Mississippi, 
nd Texas shall be admitted to representation in 
Congress their several Legislatures which may be 
hereafter lawfully organized shall ratify the fifteenth 
ticle Which has been proposed by Congress to the 
everal States as an amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States.’”’ 

(he addition of that provision, with altera- 
tions made in a previous section, gave rise to 
the idea that the effect of the act as it then 
stood might be to consummate, without the 
interposition of Congress again, the restoration 
of these States; and therefore this amendment, 
introduced by the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. 
ipmuNDS] without any debate and without 
explanation, except that afforded by the trans- 
mutation of the bill, was added in order that 
the proceedings of these States should not be 
deemed final and complete, nor operate ipso 
facto as a perfect restoration until their action 
should be approved by Congress. I did not 
and I do not understand that that section gives 
us cognizance of any condition-precedent, any 
compliance or non-compliance with terms which 
we had not before it was enacted, which we 
would not have had without it under any law 
which had reserved our declaration as a thing 
to be made in order to consummate the res- 
toration of the States. 

Thus, Mr. President, I have endeavored to 
recite the conditions upon the performance of 
which we are bound in good faith to restore 
the State of Virginia; bound not only by gen- 
eral intendment as Senators said on yesterday, 
but bound by the express pledge of section five 
of the act of 1867, in regard to which Virginia 
is not in default; a section which I commenced 
by showing was by the United States hindered 
and interrupted as to her, because the com- 
manding officer of the United States had no 
funds wherewith to hold an election, which was 
itself an opportunity by which alone Virginia 
could come here for recognition. I have en- 
deavored, on the other hand, to recite the com- 
pliance which I conceive has taken place with 
every one of these conditions. And finding 
the gage of Congress on the one hand, and 
the compliance of this State on the other, I 
feel myself constrained to comply with the 
understanding which has thus become perfect 
in morals, 

A few words more and I have done. This 
debate has given rise to some strange disloca- 
tions in the Senate. It has been my fortune 
on many occasions heretofore, not only upon 
the committees of both Houses in which these 
bills have originated, but in the Senate, to find 
myself a laggard ascompared with other mem- 
bers of this body. I have long believed and 
often asserted that whether the State of Vir- 
ginia or any other lately rebellious State began 
a little sooner or a little later to take part in 
governing the country was not a paramount 
question; but I have been overruled ‘in this 
body by members who deemed it appropriate 
and urgent to make haste in finishing restora- 
tion; and now, when we are brought by our 
own conditions, by our own legislation, to a 
performance of stipulations on our part I hear 
Senators who heretofore in some instances 
have been most impatient of delay or con- 
sideration entering protests, devising excuses 
which I cannot think are tenable, but which 
they seek to place in the way of the particular 
State we are now considering. 


Mr. President, I fear the moral and the teach- 
ing of this debate will be that some dissatisfac- 
tion is felt with the political partisan result in 
the State of Virginia. The election occurred 
when the people of that State believed that the 
Administration, with its power and its influ- 
ence, favored the triumph of the party which 
succeeded. The election was held in July, 
and had the election at that same time been 
held in Texas, Davis, in my belief, would not 
have received fifteen thousand votes; Missis 
sippi would have been lost to the Radical 
cause by an overwhelming majority, because 
at that time the belief was in all these States 
that the Administration at Washington sided 
with Hamilton in Texas, with Dent in Missis- 
sippi, and with Walker in Virginia. In pro- 
gress of time that delusion was dispelled, as 
other delusions have been dispelled, and Texas 
and Mississippi voted with later and with better 
light. In Virginia the result was largely influ- 
enced, in my belief, by the impression to which 
{ refer, and the election was disastrous to those 
who held the so-called ‘* Radical’’ position. 
[ submit to the Senate that without valid rea- 
sons, without cause, the substance and validity 
of which can be seen of all men, we cannot 
in justice to ourselves or to our duty discrim- 
inate between Virgina and the States which 
have gone beforeher. Ifin truth she has com- 
plied with those terms which we ourselves laid 
down, then I hold that it is too late to consider 
whether it was wise or otherwise to do as we 
have done in prearranging reconstruction. 

Kor these reasons, Mr. President, thus im- 
perfectly assigned, and without having modi- 
fied at all the view which has made me reluct- 
ant in other cases to say that the time had 
come when recreant States should be in all 
things restored, I find myself, upon a fair review 
of the provisions of law and of the facts before 
us, constrained to say that Virginia has kept and 
observed the conditions on her part, and that 
she has a right to call upon us to observe and 
keep the stipulations on our part. 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. President, I do not 
intend to occupy the time of the Senate in this 
discussion. ‘The Senator from New York 
kindly undertakes to set me right in regard to 
a statement which I made yesterday. I am 
only too anxious to be set right.if I can be 
made to perceive that I have made an error in 
any statement here. Idid not say thatthe pre- 
siding officer of the senate of Virginia was not 
sworn. He was the Lieutenant Governor, and 
did not need to be sworn. I said that the 
clerk of the senate and all the subordinate 
officers of the senate were not sworn, and that 
there was no record of their being sworn. 
They were eleeted on Tuesday, the 5th day of 
October; not Wednesday. The rules govern- 
ing the senate were not adopted on Wednesday, 
but the rules of the senate did not require that 
these officers should be sworn before any justice 
of the peace orany notary public. The rules of 
the senate and the rules of the house in the 


| Legislature of Virginia differ in that respect. 


There is nothing in the rules of the senate that 
they should besworn. The simple fact remains 
that there is no evidence of their being sworn 
at all, and no rule providing that they should 
be sworn outside of the chamber. 

Mr. CONKLING. Is there any evidence 
that they were not sworn? 

Mr. POMEROY. No, sir: 
book. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
evidence of it? 

Mr. POMEROY. There is no evidence that 
they were sworn. That is the point; no evi- 
dence to show that the Legislature was organ- 
ized as other Legislatures are organized. It 


not here in the 


Is there anywhere any 


was their duty in their journals to show the | 


fact affirmatively that they did organize, not 
that the absence of that fact is to show they 
did. It is the business of the journals to show 


| affirmatively that the officers were qualified | 


according to law. I undertake to say that the 
journals of the senate of Virginia show nothing 
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of the kind, and the rules of the senate do not 
admit of what the Senator from New York 
said, that they might have taken the oath out- 
side before some justice of the peace or some 
notary public. So that, so far as the senate 
is concerned, I do not see that I have been set 
right by the Senator from New York, because 
I was right. 
Now, so far as the house is concerned, the 
rules of the house were adopted on the next 
day, Wednesday, the 6th of October, and the 
only fault of the journat is, if it be a fault, that 
it does not show that they ever complied with 
their own rules. There is no evidence that 
these officers were sworn even outside of the 
house of delegates or of the representative 
chamber; there is none to show that they were 
sworn inside. In the absence of any evidence 
on that subject to show that they did comply with 
their own rule are we to take it for granted” 
[t is athing which they are bound to show. 
Are we to take it for granted that they were all 
sworn? ‘That, taken in connection with the 
obvious fact that they admit that they were not 
sworn, is conclusive evidence to my mind that 
they did not organize technically according to 
the established rules which organize deliber 
ative bodies. I did not say, and I do not say 
now, that that isa vital point. I only say it is 
an irregularity ; 1 only say it is one of the items 
that will go to make up the account when it 
shall be claimed that the fifteenth amendment 
has not been legally adopted. We have notice 
that we are to meet that question. The State 
of New York has served notice on us, and the 
Senator from New York ably and eloquently 
this morning expressed his dissent from that 
notice. Now, I say we have got notice that 
we are to meet the question whether the fif 
teenth amendment has been legally adopted or 
not. In the items that go to make up that 
contest will be put in, first, that some States 
consented reluctantly and under coercion be 
cause they could not get into the Union without. 
Another item will be that two or three States 
before it became a part of the Constitution 
took back their ratification. That will be 
another item. Then the third one will be that 
the Legislature of the State of Virginia was not 
legally organized when it did give its consent, 
and that they failed to perfect their organization 
before they adopted the fifteenth amendment. 

I only spoke of it in this connection that this 
informality and illegality would be one of the 
items that would lap together to make up that 
contest, and we ought to have as few as pos- 
sible. We ought to shut up every avenue in 
that direction that we can shut up. 

Mr. CONKLING. Willthe honorable Sen- 
ator before he sits down allow me to understand 
him? Iunderstand now, then, that his sugges 
tion is not that the speaker of the house did 
not take the oath. I misapprehended him per- 
haps the other day, but | understood him to 
say that the speaker of the house did not take 
the oath. 

Mr. POMEROY. I did not say that the 
president of the senate did not take the 
oath—— 

Mr. CONKLING. I am not speaking of 
the president of the senate ; but I ask whether 
the Senator alleges that the speaker of the 
House did not take the oath ? 

Mr. POMEROY. No; he was a member, 
and took the oath as a member. 

Mr. CONKLING. Doesthe Senator allege 
that the clerk of the house did not take the 
oath ? 

Mr. POMEROY. I do; nor did the clerk 
of the senate take it either. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then, I say to the Sena 
tor that if he will look at the journal of the 
house he will find that the clerk was to take 
the oath before a notary public or a justice of 
the peace ; there could be no entry of his having 
taken it; and there is no evidence that he did 
not take it. So, then, I understand it come 

| to the point that the clerk of the senate did not 
take the oath. 
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. ; | 
Mr. POMEROY. Andall the officers of the | tained that opinion I would not vote for her 


senate, 

Mr. CONKLING. 
there ? 

Mr. POMEROY. 

Mr. CONKLING., 

Mr. POMEROY, 
rma. 

Mr. CONKLING,. Under the rule, the clerk 
was to appoint fourdeputies. He did appoint 
them. And the Senator says it does not appear 
alirmatively that they took the oath. I have 
only to say that as far as I can appreciate the 
vagnitude of that suggestion it is of no more 
consequence than if it does not appear aflirm- 
atively that the pages took the oath, or the 
doorkeepers, or anybody else. The Lieutenant 
Governor held the chair by the constitution ; 
he was the presiding oflicer. The speaker of 


W hat other officers were 


Three other clerks. 
Deputy clerks. 
And the sergeant-at 


! 


admission at all. If the Legislature of Vir- 


| ginia is before us with that kind of Punic faith 
| you may place as many barriers as you please 


in the way of her rescinding the ratification of 
the fifteenth amendment, and if your barriers 
succeed in preventing that action there will be 
a hundred other ways in which she will show 
that she is undeserving of a place in the Union. 


| That would be an artifice so transparent, a 


fraud so glaring that I can hardly conceive it 


| possible that it would be attempted during the 


the house, the Senator says, was properly qual- | 


ified. Now, how the question whether the 
subordinate oflicers did or did not take the 


oath, even 1f we could get at the fact, is of the | 


lightest importance I am unable to understand. 
Mr. POMEROY. The only importance I 
attach to itis this: it is the organization of the 
hody, and every certificate that comes up to 
us of the fact that they adopted the fifteenth 
amendment is executed by this clerk. Suppose 
it shall be held that he was no clerk, what then ? 
W hat is the evidence of his being clerk? Some- 
thing more than his election ; something more 
than the fact that forty-one or forty-two men 
voted for him. He must be shown not only to 


have beer clerk, but to have been qualified as | 


clerk and to have entered upon the discharge 
of his duties as clerk. I only say that it was 
aun informality that ought not to have existed. 
All other legislative bodies that I know of 
make it appear on their record that their officers 
have been sworn. 

Mr. DAVIS. I should like to ask the hon- 
orable Senator a question, with his permission. 

Mr. POMEROY. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. Suppose that the journal of 
the senate should not show that the secretary 
took an oath as secretary, would that state of 
the journal vitiate all the action of the senate, 
or would it have any influence whatever upon 
the validity of the action of the senate? 

Mr. POMEROY. I do not say that it would; 
but | want to ask the Senator from Kentucky 
a question. 

Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 

Mr. POMEROY. Suppose the journal 
should show nothing on the subject, and the 
proof was that the clerk was not sworn, would 
that be a legal organization ? 

Mr. DAVIS. Iwill answerthe question. It 
could not affect in the least, under the sun, by 
any principle of law the validity ofall the act- 
ings of the senate. 

Mr. POMEROY. Thatis the opinion of the 
Senator from Kentucky ? 

Mr. DAVIS. And that position is estab- 


lished by every authority that ever acted upon | 


the question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mor- 
nitt, of Vermont, in the chair.) The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Missouri. 

Mr. SCOTT. 
ing into any of the reasons which have beén 
assigned here against the admission of repre- 
sentatives from Virginia, I desire to say a few 
words upon the pending amendment offered by 
the Senator from Missouri. 
elicited by that amendment has, I think, pretty 
conclusively demonstrated either that Virginia 
ought not to be admitted at all, or if admitted, 
ought to be admitted without the adoption of 
this amendment. 

The Senator made the prediction, and asked 
us to observe it, that if she were admitted with- 
out the adoption of the amendment proposed 
by him ten days would not elapse until the 
Legislature would pass an act rescinding its 
ratification of the fifteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. If I enter- 


Mr. President, without enter- | 


The discussion | 


| Congress expires. 


| threat to her, ‘‘ If you do this specific act you 








| 


| Legislature ; if she be so faithless that she 


| in another part of the Capitol 2 





sitting of the very Congress by whose act she 
had been admitted into the Union; and if that 
specific act be not attempted while this Con- 


gress is in session the fate of the fifteenth |! 


amendment will have been settled before this | 


If, then, there be ground for incorporating 
into our action in admitting Virginia this 


shall again be remitted to the place you occu- 
pied before the passage of this act,’’ then the 
provision does not go half far enough. ‘There | 
are many other ways in which, as I have already | 
said, this spirit would manifest itself if it really 
exists in the Virginia Legislature. Are there 
no other important principles to be violated 
than that contained in’ the fifteenth amend- 
ment; and if there are, do we not need protec- 
tion against the violation of them as well as 
against the violation of that; and shall we 
narrow our ground by saying that this is the 
only act of bad faith which we will recognize 
as a sufficient ground for excluding her here- | 
after from her representation here? 

If that disposition exists in the Virginia 


could repudiate the very fundamental condition | 
upon which she is admitted, what will be her | 
attitude upon the thirteenth amendment and 
the fourteenth amendment? As to the thir- 
teenth amendment, will she not say that it was 
adopted under coercion, under duress; that | 
without the States which were coerced there | 
are not asufficient number to make that amend- 
ment a part of the Constitution of the United 
States ; and will she not for the purpose of 
testing that question try the experiment under | 
the thirteenth amendment? And under the | 
fourteenth amendment will she not take the | 
same ground, and proceed perhaps to pay rebel | 
war debts, to compensate slaveowners, or to | 
deprive citizens in Virginia of their rights ; and | 
thus by these acts raise up a deluge of questions | 
which will deepen and intensify that current 

which is carrying us all, in the apprehension of | 
my friend, the Senator from Missouri, into that 
great maelstrom, the Supreme Court, that sits 





No, sir; if there be that faithlessness in | 
Virginia which is implied in this amendment, | 
then let us not narrow the ground which may | 
hereafter require us to take action with regard | 
to that State. We are admonished that there 
are other ways by which the temper of the 
country may be tried, by which the loyalty of 
the country may be aggravated, than simply the 
repudiation of the fifteenth amendment. Sup- 
pose such a provision had been incorporated 
into the Georgia bill, simply one for the pur- 
pose of preserving the fifteenth amendment, it 
would not have reached the evil against which 
we have had to provide; and so if we attempt 
to reach ieseniinte futurity now and provide 
for the contingencies which may hereafter hap- 
pen, instead of meeting those contingencies 
we shall simply exemplify again the shortness 
of human foresight in endeavoring to look into 
the future. It will be time enough when the 
question arises for the Senate and tor Congress | 
to determine whether we have the power to | 
correct and to punish perfidy in these States | 


arising out of the terms of their admission. | 
Congress has assumed—and it is the vital spirit 
running through all the reconstruction acts— 
Congress has exercised the power contained in | 
them, on the assumption that there is an author- | 
ity vested in this Government to cure every evil | 
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| State in the Union a republican form 
ernment, or from the aggregate of the powers 





January 12, 


resulting from the attempt of treason to destroy 


it. And, sir, whether you draw that power fron, 


the specific grant of the Constitution making 
it the duty of Congress to guaranty to ever, 


of gov- 


vested in this Government, which show it to }). 
truly national and clothed with all the inheren; 


| powers of self-protection and self-presery, 
| tion—draw it, sir, from where you may, it has 





been assumed and exercised in the reconstry¢ 


tion acts; and it is unwise for us to anticipate 


the exercises of that authority which we ma, 
be possibly called upon to put forth. Suflicie; 
unto that day will be the evil thereof; and | 
do not wish by the adoption of this amen) 
ment either to sanction what has been argue 
to be contained in it, the implied power of 
revoking a ratification, or to have it said tha; 


| this is the only ground upon which Congress 


will declare that it will exercise this inherey, 
power of the Government to protect itself 
against probable or possible perfidy in the 
States that may be admitted. 

This would be a reason why I would vote 


| against the amendment of the Senator {ro 
| Missouri; but there is another reason. 


This 
amendment declares that if the Legislature of 
Virginia shall withdraw its ratification of the 
fifteenth constitutional amendment, her rep- 
resentatives shall be deprived of their places 
in Congress and the State remitted to her con- 
dition before the passage of theact. Now, sir, 
the discussion has already elicited the fact that 
there would be, in the event of that contingency 
happening, avery wide difference of opinion as 
to the power of Congress to make that provis- 
ion effective. How wouldyoudoit? The Sen- 
ators would be here, the Representatives would 
be in the other House. This act of Congress 
would be upon the statute-book admitting Vir. 
ginia to her representation. Would you expel 
her Senators ? 


been discussing in advance, as to whether Con 
gress does retain that power after the State shal! 


| have been admitted, and it might occur that one 


branch of the Legislature of the country would 
declare that they had that power and the other 
branch declare that they had not, and thus we 
should have the State represented in one branch 
unrepresented in the other, and a statute upon 
the book declaring her entitled to representation 
which we might not be able to repeal. 

Are we willing, sir; to place ourselves in a 
position of that kind? Shall we anticipate 
this question? Yea, more, Mr. President, is 
it dignified in the Government of the United 
States to send down to the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia a threat of this character, saying, ‘‘ We 
admit you as a State into our councils, but we 
have no faith in your fidelity to the covenant 
into which you enter by coming in, and we in 
tend, if you misbehave, to apply the lash of 
correction which is contained in this act,’’ and 
that, too, sir, with a voice going out to the 
country with it that the very power which 
wields the ferule and is to apply the correction 
is itself divided as to whether it can make it 
effective or not? 

For these reasons, I think the amendmen! 
offered by the Senator from Missouri ought not 
to be made a part of this act. I said when | 
rose that I did not intend to discuss the gen- 
eral questions that are made as to the admis 
sion of Virginia, for they have already been 
taken up and discussed by other Senators upon 
the floor, and I content myself with stating 
these reasons why I shall vote against the 
amendment of the Senator from Missouri. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The ques 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Missouri. 

Mr. DRAKE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. fog 

Mr. MORTON. I was about to inquire 
whether it would be too late to offer an amend: 


ment to the amendment. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


’ That would depend upon the 
solution of the very question which we have 


It is not 
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too late 
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-oo late to ofier an amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DRAKE. I will state to the Senator 
from Indiana that I wish, before he offers any 
amendment, to be allowed to make a verbal 
change in my amendment. 

Mr. SUMNER. It is within the Senator’s 

sntrol. 

Mr. DRAKE. I desire to make a verbal 
change after the word ‘‘resolution’’ in the 
econd line of the amendment, “to insert the 
words ‘purporting to,’’ and then to change 
+ pescinding’’ to **rescind’’ and ‘‘annulling’’ 
to “‘annul;’’ so that it will read: 

Provided, That should the Legislature of said 
State at any time hereafter pass any act or resolution 
iyporting to rescind or annul its ratification, &c. 


{ make this modification, I will state while 
on my feet, for the purpose of obviating en- 
tirely, as I think this change in the language 
does, the implication alleged to arise under 
this amendment, that we recognize the right of 
that State to rescind its ratification. If the 
amendment read in this way, ‘‘ that should the 
Legislature of said State at any time hereafter 
rescind or annul its ratification of the fifteenth 
article of amendments,’’ then | admit that it 
would contain an implication that we recog- 
nized their right to rescind and annul. But 
as it reads simply ‘‘ that should the Legislature 
of said State at any time hereafter pass any 
act or resolution purporting to rescind or annul 
its ratification,’’ that, it seems to me, conclus- 


ively shuts out any possible implication that | 


we recognize the right of any State to with- 
draw its ratification after it has once formally 
granted it; and I hope that the Senators whose 
minds may have been influenced adversely to 
the amendment on that particular ground may 
see in this change of phraseology an entire 
escape from the implication which led them to 
take that view. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, the change 
ofthe phraseology of the Senator’s amendment 
has, I think, improved it very much, and I 
think with that change there does not remain 
in the amendment any very strong implication 
of a concession on our part of the power of a 
State to rescind its ratification. But that does 
not by any means meet the difficulty which I 
feel in myown mind. I hold, and I think that 
is the sentiment of the Senate and the senti- 
ment of the country, that after a State Legis- 
lature has acted affirmatively upon an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States 
its power over the whole subject has ceased 
and terminated, it has no longer any authority 
to act upon that subject. Why? Because its 

ole authority to act upon the subject at all is 
given in the Constitution of the United States, 
and that Constitution contains no authority by 
implication to a State Legislature to review or 
reconsider its act of ratification. There lies 
the difficulty, and any such resolution or act 


reviewing, reconsidering, or rescinding aratifi- | 


cation is merely void ab initio, and has no 
more effect than the piece of paper upon which 
it is written. 

This, then, will be a mere brutum fulmen if 
we should enact it. It can possibly have no 
effect whatever except by way of intimidating 
the Legislature of Virginia; and I do not pro- 
pose to legislate with a view to intimidate even 
Virginia. If Virginia comes back into the 
Union, as I trust she will, she must necessarily 


come back upon an equality with all the other | 


States, enjoying precisely the same privileges 
in all respects and subject to exactly the same 
responsibilities. If she sees fit, after having 
ratified the fifteenth amendment, to undertake 
to retract her ratification and to act herself 
accordingly, let her attempt it if she dare. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the honorable 
Senator allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I wish to ask the hon- 
orable Senator this question: suppose there 
be now twenty-seven States, it requiring twenty- 
eight, which have already ratified the proposed 


4lst Cone. 2p Sess. —No. 25. 


fifteenth amendment, and that to-morrow 
those twenty-seven States should all rescind 
their ratifications, and six months hence some 
other State should ratify the proposed amend- 
ment, would it then be a part of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States ? 

Mr. HOWARD. Iam very glad to have the 


honorable Senator from Delaware put his ques- | 


tion in so clear a shape. There is nothing to 


be misapprehended in the question, nor shall |, 


there be anything to be misapprehended in my 
answer. Iam of opinion that notwithstanding 
the rescission by twenty-seven States the ratifi- 
cations of those States, taken in connection with 
the ratification of the twenty-eighth State after 
the rescission, would make the amendment a 
part of the Constitution and make it binding, 
because I hold that a-State has no authority 
whatever to rescind or revoke the act of ratifi- 
cation. Has my answer satisfied the honorable 
Senator from Delaware as to my own view? 
Mr. SAULSBURY. It satisfies me per- 
fectly as to the views of the honorable Senator. 


Mr. HOWARD. That wasall I could aim at, | 


Mr. President, and far more than I could possi- 


bly have expected to accomplish. [Laughter. | 


[ have said that this amendment if enacted 
will be a mere brutum fulmen. 
orable Senator from Missouri expect that in 
case this shall become a part of the law and 
in case Virginia shall revoke her act of ratifi- 
cation the legal political condition of that 
State shall be metamorphosed, changed from 
the condition of a State into the condition of a 
mere provisional State, subject to the military 
authority of the United States? His amend- 
ment certainly contemplates all that. He will 


not undertake to deny that such are the con- | 


sequences which are to flow under this amend- 
ment from a revocation by Virginia of her 
ratification. 

Well, sir, look at it. Suppose Virginia is 
readmitted into the Union under the bill which 
is now before us with this amendment in it. 
Her Senators are here sitting in this Chamber, 
legislating with us and voting; her Represent- 


atives are in the other branch of the Legisla- | 


ture, participating in legislation ; her Governor 


is at home, in the discharge of the executive | 


functions of the State, under the constitution 
of the State; her supreme court, all her infe- 
rior courts, are in full operation, acting inde- 
pendently of us, and under the constitution 
and laws of the State of Virginia responsible 
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cannot go so far as that. I believe that the 
States have some authority, some powers, 
which in a time in which an insurrection does 
not exist against the General Government are 
to be respected, and which are as independent 
of us as we are of them. 

I cannot by voting for this amendment deny, 
disregard all my ideas upon the political powers 
justly and fairly pertaining to a State in the 
Union. Ido not think that Congress has au 


| thority by one single blow of its legislation to 


strip a State in the Union, in the actual exe: 
cise of all the functions of an independent 


| State, of its powers and rights and privileges. 


Does the hon- || 


Iam not prepared to go so far as this; and | 
hope that the Republican party will pause 
before it commits itself to a principle which, iu 
my judgment, is so dangerous and the results 
of which may be in the far off future so disas 
trous to the whole country. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, in order 
to put to a practical test the amendment of the 
Senator from Missouri I offer the following as 
an amendment to that amendment, to be in 
serted at the end: 

And provided further, That the State of New York 
having rescinded her ratification of said article, said 
State of New York is hereby excluded from repre- 
sentation in Congress, and the States of Ohio and 
New Jersey, having retracted their ratification of 


| the fourteenth article of amendment to the Consti 


tution, said States of Ohio and New Jersey are also 
hereby excluded from representation in Congress. 

{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, I suppose that 
the honorable Senator from Ohio will vouch- 
safe to the Senate an expression of his views 
and opinions in favor of this amendment of his. 

Mr. THURMAN. I would do so with great 
pleasure, but my friend from Missouri has been 
inviting me to throw a brick at him for some 
time in order that he might get on the war- 
path; but Iam afraid. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. DRAKE. Sir, it is very wise for some 
men sometimes to stand in fear, [laughter ; } 


| but this silence on the part of the honorable 


Senator from Ohio is only a part of that shrewd 
Democratic game which is played here, to sit 
still and see how many Republican quails can 
be driven into theirnet. Ido not propose, sir, 
to be one of them; nor do I for a moment 
doubt that the astute Senator from Ohio under- 


|| stands perfectly well the difference between a 


to the laws and the people of that State, and || 


not in any way responsible to us. Suppose 
her, indeed, to be, what she would be in that 
case, an independent State, does the honorable 
Senator from Missouri suppose that by violating 
this so-called fundamental condition of her 


admission the Governor of that State loses his | 


authority as Governor under the constitution ; 
that the legislative bodies of the State at once 
lose all their independence, all their political 


power for local legislation in the State? Do | 


the judges of her supreme court and her infe- 
rior courts at once cease to have any authority 
to act under their commissions in the adminis- 
tration of justice? In short, does the military 
authority of the United States at once replace 
the entire mass of independent State powers 
and authorities committed by the constitution 
of that State upon all her magistrates, all her 
legislators ? 

Sir, it does seem to me that these are the 
consequences which are to flow from a non- 


| compliance on her part with the conditions of 


| thisamendment. They are consequences which 


in their very nature are utterly and totally in- 
compatible with that degree of State independ- 
ence which we have all along, all of us, con- 
ceded to the various States. 


State that has always been in relations of friend- 
ship to the Union and a State which has not 
always been so; betweena State that has never 


| revolted against the General Government and 


a State that has revolted againstit. The Sen- 


| ator trom Ohio understands that as well as I 


Sir, it is not possible that Congress can have || 


any authority to impose such conditions. It 
is impossible for Congress in a time of peace, 
without the use of military force, to dismantle 
a State and deprive it of all its political func- 
tions as a State; and that is the very result 
which is contemplated by this amendment. I 


do; and while it is a very good piece of Dem- 
ocratic fun, which is never very particularly 
pointed or humorous at any time, t believe, to 
introduce an amendment of that kind, my own 
impression is that the pointlessness of the fun 
will be best exhibited by the refusal of the 
mover himself to vote for it. 

Now, Mr. President, | wish to make a few 
remarks in reply to the honorable Senator from 
Michigan. This seems to me tobe one of the 
plainest cases that could possibly be presented 
to a deliberative body. A State coming back 
into the Union or admitted into the Union in 
the first instance upon conditions holds a place 
in the Union, as under an estate, upon condi- 
tion. The honorable Senator is too good a 
lawyer not to know that whenever an estate of 
any description is held upon condition the vio- 
lation of the condition is an end of the estate. 

Mr. HOWARD. If the honorable Senator 
will allow me, he cannot have forgotten that 
that matter depends upon the nature and legal: 
ity of thecondition. Ifthe condition is illegal, 
as a matter of course it has no effect at all. 

Mr. DRAKE. Ofcourse not; but am | to 


| understand that the honorable Senator from 


Michigan is to range himself alongside of the 
Senator from New York, impugning the valid- 
ity and constitutionality of the fundamental 


| conditions we have imposed upon these States’ 


Are we to be met in the Republican ranks at 
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this late day, when fundamental condition after 


fundamental condition has been imposed upon | 


rebel States, with the declaration of the illegal- 
ity of our own action and our own votes upon 
those questions? If we are, then, indeed, do 


we resolve ourselves into a body that deserves | 


only the contempt of men. Sir, when I voted 
for the imposition of fundamental conditions 
upon rebel States I did it with the belief that 
we had the right to impose those conditions; 
| never doubted that right fora moment. We 
had a right to obliterate every State line in all 
rebeldom and declare the whole rebel territory 


but a conquered province, the names of the | 


States even to be known no more hereafter 
forever except in history. That was our right, 
as | held it. We either had that unlimited 
right, or we come back to the doctrine of the 
Senator from Kentucky, expressed here so 
often, that those States were never out of the 


Union, and that we had no right to impose any | 


terms upon them at all. 

Now, sir, if we have the right to impose 
fundamental conditions in any case whatever, 
then Lsay when we do impose one I come back 


to the plain principle of law which every lawyer 
] } 
erstands, that he who holds | 


in the Senate unc 
an estate upon condition, or the corporation 
that holds an estate upon condition, loses that 
estate by a violation of the condition; and as 
their Senators and Representatives if admitted 


now under this amendment would be here upon | 
condition that their States did maintain their | 


faith with the country, we should have a right 
to put them out when their States broke that 
faith. 

But, sir, Ido not wish to prolong this dis- 
cussion. Isuppose that the mind of the Senate 
is well made up one way or the other. Ihave 
nothing further to say about it except that I 
will make a still further verbal alteration of 
my amendment by inserting after the word 
‘‘annul’’ the words ‘‘or retract,’’ and by 
triking out the word ‘‘or’’ before the word 
‘‘annul’’ so that it will read: 


That should the Legislature of said State at any 
time hereafter pass any act or resolution purporting 
to rescind, annul, or retract its ratification, Xe. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Missouri modifies hisamendment, and the Sec- 
retary will report it as modified. 

lhe Secretary. ‘The amendment as modi 
fied now reads: 

Provided, That should the Legislature of said State 
at any time hereafter pass any actorresolution pur- 
porting to rescind, annul, orretractits ratification of 
the fifteenth article of amendment of the Constitution 
of the United States, the passage of such act or resolu- 
tion shall operate to exclude said State from_repre- 

entation in Congress, and to remand said State to 


its condition immediately prior to the passage of this | 


resolution. 

Mr. WARNER. I simply rise to ask for 
some information from the honorable Senator 
from Indiana [Mr. Morron] in regard to the 
doctrine which he announced yesterday, and 
for which he was thanked by the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner, ] 
and which | may characterize as the doctrine 
of eternal punishment to the reconstructed 
States. I, aaa Senator from a reconstructed 
State, feel some interest in the matter. 

Mr. SUMNER. I wish my friend would 
allow me to correct that phrase ‘‘ eternal pun- 


ishment’’—eternal protection, eternal bene- | 


diction to the reconstructed States. That is 
the effect of it. There is no element of punish- 
ment init. I beg my friend, I entreat him, for 
God's sake, to get that idea out of his head. 
Nobody has ever thought of punishing the re- 
constructed States. It is only a question of 
protection, of beneficence, and of salvation. 

Mr. WARNER. Perhaps the proposition 
would have been a little better characterized 
by me if I had said ‘‘ doctrine of eternal pro- 
bation.’’ I will read the language of the Sen- 
ator from Indiana: 


**T want to say one thing further to Senators here 
this afternoon, 
iy opinion, in disclaiming the power of Congress 
over States that have been reconstructed and read- 


mitted. Sir, we do not know what is before us in | 


| tect and preserve the country. 


| of all sections and of all the States. 
| desire to know is whether itis to be understood 


There has been too much haste, in | 








regard to these reconstructed States. We shall prob- 
ably have to deal with some of them again and right 
soon. Take the State of Tennessee, for example. 
Only yesterday, I believe, the constitutional conven- 
tion assembled in that State refused to take an oath 
to support the Constitution of the United States.” 


Mr. President, I remember the clearness, the 
distinctness, and the logical force with which 


|| the Senator from Indiana stated the principles 


upon which reconstruction was founded. He 


| gathered the authority from the aggregate 


power of Congress under the Constitution to 


| preserve the country, and he founded the whole 
| policy, justly and wisely, upon the paramount 


duty of Congress, overriding all others, to pro- 
It seems to 
me that that is the just ground to stand upon 
to-day, that Congress has the power to-day as 
it had then, as toward all the States, Massa- 
chusetts as well as Alabama, to put down re- 
bellion and to exercise that degree of power | 
which shall be necessary to protect the people 

What I 


that the reconstructed States, once admitted, | 
having complied with all the conditions which 
the Congress of the United States in the inter- 
est of loyalty and of the people, and wisely and 
justly, too, have made, are to be still in a posi- 


|| tion of perpetual inferiority, liable to be driven 


out at any time at the will of a majority of | 
J . . . . 

Congress? I feel the more interested in this 

question as a Republican because I have no 


| guarantee that a Republican majority is always | 

‘| to rule in these two Houses. 
If we are to be at the will of Congress, and 

liable to be turned out upon some different | 


rule than that which applies to other States, 
we may have to pray ‘‘ good Lord,’’ or ‘* good 
devil,’’ because the time may come when a 


Democratic majority in both Houses of Con- |) 


gress may be here. ‘Then suppose Congress 
should adopt a sixteenth amendment to the 
Constitution, providing that colored men have 


no rights which white men are bound to respect, | 


and they should say to Alabama and to me as 
an Alabama Senator, if I should have the good 


fortune to be here, ‘‘ Unless you adopt this | 
amendment we will turn you out of the Con- | 
gess of the United States and deny you repre- | 
1 am looking to that possible | 


sentation.”’ 
alternative, and | wish now to be enlightened 
on this point, whether the Senate of the United 


States holds to the position that the recon- | 


structed States, after they have complied with 
the conditions wisely ao upon them for 
the guarantee of life and property and safety 


to men of all classes and colors and conditions | 
| in the South, and after they have been admit- 


ted to this Chamber and to the other Chamber, 
and restored to all their relations with the Gen- 
eral Government, are to stand upon any differ- 


ent footing from other States? I want to know || 


whether I, representing here in part the State 
of Alabama in point of official position, how- 
ever humble | may be, am the peer of the 
Senator of any other State on this floor. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President, it is of 
no consequence to others, but matter of justice 
to myself, that I should state why I shall vote 
against the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Missouri. We all desire the ratification 


| of the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution, 


and I deny the right of the Senator from Mis- 
souri to brand as deserters from the party those 
Senators who may differ with him as to the 
best means of accomplishing an end desired 
by us all. There is no principle I am aware 
of which prohibits a Republican from exer- 
cising whatever of common sense or judgment 
God has given him in selecting the appropriate 
means foraccomplishing legitimate party ends ; 
and I do not believe that it will tend particu- 
larly to promote the harmony of our party for 
one or two Senators to assume to possess all 
the sense and judgment of the party, and con- 
demn all who may differ with themselves as to 
the proper details of a bill designed to secure 
a principle in the support of which we all | 
concur. 


_ State. 


ratification was valid. 
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There are several reasons, in my judgment 
why the amendment proposed by the Senato; 
from Missouri should not be adopted ; and thes, 
objections are interposed because I think the 
amendment is calculated to defeat the end 
which we all desire to see accomplished 
namely, the legal adoption and ratification 0; 
the fifteenth amendment. 

I do not propose to discuss the power o; 
Congress to impose what have been called 
fundamental Conditions to the admission of 4 
That subject is beset with difficulties 
and pregnant with dangers. The theoey of ou, 
Union—the only theory upon which its cop. 
tinuance is — or desirable—is that it | 
composed of States which are in all respects 
equal. So fundamental was this idea in the 
philosophy of our fathers, and so thoroughly js 
it ingrafted upon our political speech, that 
when this discussion commenced yesterday 
several Senators supposed that the Constity 
tion itself provided that new States should be 
admitted upon terms of equality with the other 
States. That was myunderstanding of it until 
the Constitution was examined. 

But though not expressed, is it not clearly 


| implied that all the States of the Union shail 


possess equal rights, privileges, and powers? 
lhe thirteen States which originally composed 

the Union, though differing in size, population, 
wealth, and power, were nevertheless, as mem- 
bers of the Union, political equals. The Con. 
stitution provides for the admission of new 
States into ‘‘this Union;’’ that is, into this 
Union of equal States. What would our Union 
amount to and how long would it stand the 
perils and trials of time if composed of States 
standing upon different platforms, having dif: 
ferent tenures of life, differing in responsibili 

ties, privileges, and powers? Howcould it be 
claimed that States were equals when some 
States could expel others, or, what is the same 


| thing, determine that they have forfeited their 
right to be Statesof the Union? It isthe duty 


of the United States to compel all reluctant 
members to ‘‘ keep step to the music of the 
Union ;’’ and when the people of a State, in 
madness and folly, destroy their own State gov- 
ernment and plunge into rebellion against the 
Union the sword is the only remedy until with 
the chastisements of war they shall be brought 
to abetter mind. But the right to expel a State 
would be far more dangerous than the right o! 


| a State to secede, because more likely to be op- 


pressively exercised. There is no danger that 
two or three States will be able to secede, but 
thirty-five States might be able to expel two or 
three States. 

There has been much discussion and much 
nonsense uttered in regard to the rights and 
duties of the States toward the Union, but it is 
something different, I think, to create distinc 
tion in regard to the rights and privileges of 
the States themselves as States. And whethe: 
Congress possesses the power or not to create 


_ such distinctions, the _, of exercising it 
is more than doubtful. 


But, without at all discussing that grave and 
difficult question, I desire to take, as the Sen: 
ator from Indiana said yesterday, an exceed: 


ingly practical view of this subject. New York 


has given us notice that she is trying to repu- 


diate her adoption of the fifteenth amendment. 


New York is a member of the Union without 


‘fundamental conditions.’’ And, in my judg: 

ment, if the Senate were now to declare Vir 
| ginia to be admitted into the Union upon the 
fundamental condition that she should be ex- 


pelled if she should attempt to rescind her 
ratification it would be a logical consequence 


| that, in the opinion of Congress, she might 80 
rescind but for the prohibition contained in 


the act providing for her admission ; and as 
New York is subject to no such condition or 
limitation of power, that her rescinding suc! 
It is in vain for Sen 
ators to say that by declaring this heavy penalty 
we do not admit that such act can be performed. 
We are supposed to be practical men. Noone 
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would propose to punish the people of Vir- 
sinia by forfeiture of their State government 
for attempting to strike the sun out of the 
heavens; because this they could not do. You 
nunish things which ought not to be, yet may 
»e done. And by declaring that Virginia shall 
ease to be a State if she shall do a certain 
‘hing, it seems to me you would clearly admit 
‘hat but for the prohibition she might do so; 
ind consequently you must admit that New 
V ork, which was subject to no such limitation, 

; legally rescinded her ratification of the 
fifteenth amendment. I am not willing to 
admit that New York possesses any such 
»ower, and I am not willing to do any act that 
would justify the belief that I entertain such 
opinion. 

“The Senator from Indiana referred yesterday 
to the bad conduct of Georgia in expelling the 
colored members from her Legislature. That 
was undoubtedly an outrage, and we have passed 
an act which, it is believed, will set the matter 
right with some considerable emphasis. But, sir, 
the ease of Georgia’s expelling these members 
wasa wrong upon individual members of the Le- 
gislature which there was no means to correct 
inside that State government. Nojudicial court 
could entertain jurisdiction of the question. It 
was a present, practical wrong, and has received 
itsmeritedremedy. And I think there is great 
force in the remarks of the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Scott] that we ought not to spe- 
cify this as the only wrong which Virginia could 
commit that would justify congressional inter- 
ference. It is not an agreeable office to set in 
array before a man the sins he has committed. 
It would be still more ungracious in admitting 
a State to fellowship as a member of the Union 
to threaten her with punishment if she should 
violate her duty as a State. ‘‘ Sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof.’’ When the case 
arises which calls for congressional interference 
Congress will unquestionably interfere. It is 
our duty to extend to Virginia, comingasaState 
into the Union, the right hand of fellowship, and 
treat her as an equal, honored, and trusted sis- 
ter while she remains faithful to the relation she 
nowassumes. Should she ever again unfortun- 
ately fail in that duty, the remembrance of her 
towns burned, her fields ravaged, her homes 
desolated, will suggest to her what has beer 
and what must be the remedy. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
upon the amendment of the Senator from Ohio 
to the amendment of the Senator from Mis- 
souri. 

Mr. THURMAN. I withdraw it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the pend- 
ing question is upon the amendment of the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Drakr,] upon 
which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to amend that 
amendment by striking out all after the word 
‘‘That,’’ in the first line, and inserting : 

The State of Virginia is entitled and admitted to 
representation in Congress as a State of the Union 
upon the following fundamental conditions: First, 
that hereafter all members of the General Assembly 
and all executive, administrative, and judicial of- 
licers of said State shall, before entering upon the 
duties of their respective offices, take and subscribe 
one of the following oaths or affirmations, namely: 
“Ido solemnly swear(or affirm, as the case may be) 
that I have never held the office or exercised the 
duties of a Senator or Representative in Congress, 
nor been a member of the Legislature of any State 
of the United States, nor held any civil office created 
'y law for the administration of any general law of 
a State, or for the administration of justice in any 
State or under the laws of the United States, nor 
held any office in the military or naval service of 
the United States and thereafter engaged in insur- 


rection or rebellion against the United States, or | 


given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof, or 
rendered, except in consequence of direct physical 
loree, any support or aid to any insurrection or rebel- 
lion against the United States, nor held any oflice 
under or given any support to any government of 
any kind organized or acting in hostility to the 
United States or levying war against the United 
States, So help me God, (or on the pains and penalties 
of perjury, as the case may be.”’) Or the following 
oath or atlirmation, namely: ‘I do solemnly swear 
(or affirm, as the case may be) that I have been 
relieved by an act of the Congress of the United 
States from disability, as provided for by section 
three of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitu- 





tion of the United States. So help me God, (or onthe 
pains and penalties of perjury, as the case may be ;”’ 
and upon falsely taking either of said oaths or aflirma- 
tions shell be deemed guilty of perjury, and shall 
suffer the pains and penalties thereof; and may be 
tried, convicted, and punished therefor by the circuit 
court of the United States forthe district in which said 
crime wascommitted. Second, that the constitution 
of said State shall never be so amended or changed 
as to deprive any citizen or class of citizens of the 
United States of the right to vote or hold office in 
said State who are entitled to vote or hold office by 
the constitution thereof herein recognized, exeept 
asa punishment forsuch crimes as are now felonious 
at common law, whereof they shall have been duly 
convicted under laws equally applicable to all the 
inhabitants of said State; or todeprive any citizen or 
class_ of citizens on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude of the right to sit upon juries or 
to an equal participation in the school fand or school 
privileges, as recognized by said constitution: Pro- 
vided, That any alteration of such constitution may 
be made with regard to the time and place of resi 
dence of voters. Third, that all persons who shall 
at the time when said constitution shall take effec 
hold any executive, administrative, or judicial offices 
by the appointment or authority of the district com- 
mander, shall continue to discharge the duties of 
their respective oflices until their successors or those 
upon whom such duties shall under said constitution 
devolve are duly chosen or appointed and qualified. 
Fourth, that said General Assembly, after the mem- 
bers thereof shall have taken and subscribed one of 
the said oaths or affirmations, shall, by solemn public 
act, declare the assent of said State to each and all 
of these fundamental conditions. ; 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the choice 
of United States Senators heretofore made by said 
General Assembly shall have the same validity as 
if made by previous authority of law; and said con- 
stitution shall take effect upon the admission ot 
Senators and Representatives from said State into 
the respective Houses of the Congress of the United 
States. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair un- 
derstands that this isan amendment to the ori- 
ginal section reported by the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. WILSON. ‘No, sir; it is an amend 
ment to the amendment now pending. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It is then in 
order as an amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. WILSON. I wish simply to say that 
this amendment without the preamble 

Mr. MORTON. I will inquire of the 
Senator if he means this as an addition to or 
substitution for the amendment? 

Mr. WILSON. It is an amendment to the 
amendment now pending, and if adopted can 
then be applied to the whole bill and will take 
the place of it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itisa substitute 
for the pending amendment of the Senator from 
Missouri, and, if agreed to, will be attached to 
the original bill. 

Mr. WILSON. I wish simply to say that the 
amendment which I have offered was prepared 
by a committee of the other House with the 
greatest possible care, after taking the evidence 
of persons of different views from the State of 
Virginia. I think it secures and guards rights ; 
and it seems to me to be one that we can adopt 
and that will be satisfactory to all concerned. 
I do not think there is anything hard in it. It 
requires the carrying out of the fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution. I think we 
ought at least to require that much. It pro- 
vides in the second section that what the Legis- 
lature of Virginia have already done in regard 
to the election of Senators shall be confirmed, 
shall stand. It seems to me that if we should 
adopt this amendment, which as we all know 
has been prepared by a committee of the other 
House, it will answer all the purposes of those 
who feel somewhat anxious on this subject, for 
we cannot disguise the fact that there is adeep 
and sincere anxiety in regard to what may hap- 
pen in that State; there is not all confidenee 
in regard to what the future action of the Legis- 
lature of Virginia will be. I know that prom- 
ises are made, and I have great hopes that they 

will be _— but I am sure what is here pro- 
posed ought not to be opposed by any one who 
wishes for the restoration and the prosperity of 
that State and the protection of all classes of 
my there. I take it that is what we wish. 
Nobody wishes to punish the people of that 
State ; nobody wishes to keep them out an 
| hour. I believe they should have been here a 
' year and a half or two years ago; I think they 
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NO” 
ood | 


might have been, ought to have been, would 
have been if the men who undertook to guide 
and direct affairs there had acted with pruden 
and forecast and wisdom. However, we can 
not correct the past. Weall wish these thin 
closed ; we wish all the States represented here 
we wish the fifteenth amendment adopted ; we 
wish that our country shall go on in a career ot 
peace and prosperity, securing the rights of a 
classes and conditions of men among us. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, 1 beliey. 
that I have as little scruple as anybody abou 
the Constitution, for Ll have not much consti 
tution myself, [laughter;] but I must confess 
that, no matter what committee has prepared 
this contrivance, it is a little too much for me ; 
and I appeal to my friend from Massachusett: 
to listen, for | think his attention cannot have 
been drawn to it, to what this amendment set 
out with requiring: 

That the Stateof Virginiais entitled and admitted 
to representation in Congress as a State of the Unior 
upon the following fundamental conditions : first 
that hereafter— 

Not now, but hereafter— 


all members of the General Assembly, and all execu 
tive, administrative, and judicial officers of said 
State, shall, before entering upon the duties of thei 


respective offices, take and subscribe one of the 


following oaths or affirmations. 

It leaves out the very body of men whom, if 
we areto try to hold anybody, we want to hold. 
They have taken their oaths; they have entered 
upon the discharge of their duties—I mean th: 
legislators and the chief executive officers 
That Legislature have elected Senators, have 
adopted the amendment, which, when we admit 
them by relation, will operate as a complet: 
action from the first. 

Mr. WILSON. The other section provid 
for it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It may be that it does 
I am speaking of this. They are to take th 
oath. Then the oath provides, which is t] 
point to which | was coming, not as my frien 
supposes what the fourteenth amendment do: 
that the man shall swear that he has not h 
any office which required him at the time |} 
held it to take an oath to support the Con 
tution of the United States and afterwa: 
engaged in rebellion. This requires all futui 
members of the General Assembly of the Stat 
of Virginia, through all time, not only to swear 
to that, but also to swear that they have not 
‘* rendered, except in consequence of direct 
physical force, any support or aid to any insur 
rection or rebellion against the United States, 
nor held any office under or given any support 
to any government of any kind organized or 
acting in hostility to the United States.’’ So 
that it will be perceived that instead of stop 
ping where the fourteenth amendment stops, 
by requiring the party to swear that he never 
held an office which required him to take an 
oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States and taken it, but he is to swear that he 
has never held an office of any kind under the 
State, whether he had taken that oath or not, 
and that he has never engaged in rebellion 
under any circumstances, whether he had held 
an Office or not, except in consequence of 
direct physical coercion. What authority have 
we to provide that the Legislature of the State 
of Virginia through all future time shall be 
composed of a body of men who can swear to 
that and nothing else, when the fourteenth 
amendment only provides that nobody shal! 
sit in that Legislature except a class of person: 
not half as broad as those which I have already 
described? Of eourse it is totally out of th: 
question. I think nobody can defend that. 

If my friend from Massachusetts wishes | 
compel this Legislature and all future Legi 
latures of the State of Virginia to take an oath 
which shall show that they are not obnoxiou 
to the fourteenth amendment I am with him 
I have prepared an amendment, which I intend 
to offer if I have an opportunity, which require 
that as to this present Legislature; and we 
certainly, I hope, shall pass very soon a bill 
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which will apply that same principle to the 
Legislatures of all the States. 
Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator please 
have his amendment read for information ? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir. 1 ask the Sec- 
retary, at the request of the Senator from 
Indiana, to read the amendment which I have 
ubmitted, as intended to be proposed by me. 
Nhe VICK PRESIDENT. ‘he Senator from 
Vermont gives notice of his intention to offer 
un amendment when it can be offered under 
the rules. It will be read. 
‘The Secretary read the proposed amendment, 
as follows: 
Provided, That before this resolution shall take 
efiect each member of the Legislature of said State 
ind each officer thereof shall take and subscribe, and 
file in the office of the secretary of State of V irginia 
jor permanent preservation, an oath in the form fol- 
lowing: ‘I, —~-—, do solemnlyswear that I have 
never taken an oath as a member of Congress, or as 
an officer of the United States, or as amember of any 
State Legislature, or as an executive or. judicial 
oflicer of any State, tosupport the Constitution of the 
United States, and afterward engaged in insurrection 
or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort 
tothe enemies thereof; so help me God;’’ or such 
person shall in like manner take, subscribe, and file 
the following oath: **I,-——- ——, do solemnly swear 
that I have, by act of Congress of the United States, 
been relieved from the disabilities imposed upon me 
by the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution of 
the United States; so help me God;” which oaths 
hall be taken before and certified by any officer law 
fully authorized to administer oaths, And any per- 
on who shall knowingly swear falsely in taking 
cither of such oathsshall be deemed guilty of perjury, 
and shall be punished therefor by imprisonment not 
lows than one year and not more than ten years, and 
hall be fined not less than $1,000and not more than 
210,000. And in all trials forany violation of this act 
the certificate of the taking of either of said oaths, 
with proof of the signature of the party accused, shall 
be taken and held ag conclusive evidence that such 
oath was regularly and lawfully administered by 
competent authority: And provided further, That 
every person who shall neglect for the period of 
thirty days next after the passage of this resolution 
to take, subscribe, and file such oath as aforesaid 
hall be deemed and taken, to all intents and pur- 
poses, to have vacated his office. 


Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator from 


Vermont allow me to make a suggestion to 


) 
till 


ni é 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THURMAN. The amendment which 
the Senator from Vermont intends to offer con- 
tains this proviso: that before this resolution 
shalltake effect each member of the Legislature 
of the State shalltakea certain oath. Thenif 
liis amendment be adopted, this oath must be 
taken before the resolution itself will take effect 
for the admission of Virginia. Now, my point 
is this: the Legislature of Virginia has ad- 
journed to the second Tuesday after she shall 
have been admitted to representation and to 
full restoration of her rights in the Union. If 
this resolution is never to take effect until that 
vath be taken by her members, while her 
members are never to reassemble until the 
Stateis readmitted according to their adjourn- 
ment, they never can take the oath. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If that were so, I do not 
think from the developments made in this de- 
bate it would be a very bad thing for the coun- 
try; but it does not happen to be so. The 
amendment which I propose to offer, my friend 
trom Ohio will perceive if he will examine ita 
little more closely, provides for the individual 
action of each member of that body, and of the 
State officers, and not for the political action 
of the whole body. It refers to each individual 
oflicer, and requires him to take the oath, sub- 


is complete. My point was not to compel this 
Legislature to assemble again and to wait for 
that. I have prepared my amendment consid- 
ering the circumstances of that State, which is 
now before us as no other State is, for the pro- 
ceedings of that State are before us for ap- 
proval. We have said so in the law; all the 
proceedings in her ratification of the fifteenth 
amendment, in her election of Senators, in her 
election of Governor, and all that that people 
were to do from the time we passed the act until 
this present time are before us for approval. 
The fourteenth amendment was in force in 
Virginia, Itakeit. Weall holdso. 
ple is composed largely of persons whom the 
fourteenth amendment disqualifies from office 


That peo- | 


and excludes from the management of public | 


affairs, as I believe rightly and justly. 
Mr. MORTON. 
to make a statement? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. MORTON. Iwas informed by Governor 
Walker this morning, and I presume the in- 


Will the Senator allow me 


formation is true, that there are but two per- | 


sons in the Virginia Legislature who caunot 
with propriety take the oath in regard to the 
fourteenth amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am very glad to know 
it. One of the very best proofs that will sat- 


isfy me and my constituents of the real res- | 


toration of that State, which I am as anxious 
to restore as anybody, will be the fact thata 


large proportion of the members of its State | 


Legislature and State government can come 


forward and not only take the oath, but sign | 
it, and file it in a public office where it is to | 
stay as proof of the loyalty and proper conduct || 


of these persons. It is exactly the satisfactory 
evidence which I shall be delighted to receive 
when they are called upon to do it. 


I do not | 


know that my friend intended that suggestion | 


as an argument against my amendment. 
Mr. MORTON. Not at all. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I say it will be exceed- 
ingly gratifying to the people whom I represent 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


'| to know by that public act on the part of all || 


scribe it before a proper authority, and file it | 


with the Secretary of State. Then it declares, 
giving thirty days to do that, that any oflicer 
who does not take the oath shall be deemed to 
have vacated his office. The moment that 
oflice is vacated by all these persons who can- 
not take it the result is that the Legislature is 
complete. 

Mr. THURMAN. How will they ever know 
when the resolution takes effect? At what time 
will it take effect? How is it to be verified ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It will be verified by the 
lapse of thirty days, because at the end of thirty 
days every oath not filed displaces the person 


the members of this Legislature, that they 
have been selected with some respect to the 
constitution under which we permitted them to 
come forward. It will be the best proof possi- 
ble under the circumstances of their real patri- 
otic intention to behave themselves. 

But, Mr. President, I am led away in this 
discussion a little from the point that I rose to, 
which was not to debate my own amendment, 
but to state the objections I have to that offered 
by the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. WiL- 
son.| I will repeat, as I said before, because 
I do not wish to be long, that the first part of 
this first section embodies a requirement upon 
the members of the Legislature of the State of 
Virginia in perpetuam. It embodies the re- 
quirement of au oath which the Constitution 
lems not require them totake. It requires the 


| existence of a state of facts which the Consti- 
tution expressly ignores, as to the eligibility | 
of persons to oflice in that State, because | 


| undertake to deny that. 
J have insisted upon it from the time Colorado , 
who ought to have filed it, and then the event “ 


under the fourteenth amendment persons who 
engaged in the rebellion are eligible to office, 
so far as that amendment goes, if they had 
not before that time been officers of the 


an oath to support the Constitution. Now, 
are we to say that it is within the competence 
of the Congress of the United States to pre- 
scribe oaths in perpetuam regulating the el 

bility of citizens of any of the States to office 


| when their own constitutions and our own Con- 


stitution regulate that subject? We cannot go 


|| beyond the Constitution on such a point. 


I entirely agree with what has been said by 


/ some Senators here, that in admitting a State 


to representation into this Union we may im- 
pose conditions upon her respecting the man- 


-agement of her affairs, respecting rights of 


property, respecting public security. 1 donot 
On the contrary, I 
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for admission, and the Senate has acted upon 
that idea. But when you undertake to gy ,, 
step further and make those conditions guch 
as stand in the face of the Constitution, I thin 
it is asking a little too much; and I confes. 
that is the chief reason why I am opposed ty 
the amendment of the Senator from Missoyyi. 
because it does not regulate the managemen; 
of affairs in Virginia alone. ‘ 

But on the question ofa constitutional amend. 
ment the Constitution itself makes that a sy} 


ject in which each separate State for itself and 


for the preservation of its own rights is inter. 

ested. Therefore the State of Virginia cannot 
make a compact, because that is the effect of a)| 
these conditions in fact—conpaets are binding 
within the range of the Constitution with States 
as well as with anybody else. ‘Therefore, the 

State of Virginia cannot make a compact with 

the United States which affects injuriously other 
States of the Union whoare parties to that com. 
pact. All gentlemen, I think, will agree that 
in respect to constitutional amendments each 
State acts in its separate and sovereign capacity, 
and hasa right to give or withhold its sovereign 
and independent consent without regard to what 
the public will may be, as expressed in either 
of the two Houses of Congress, or both. So 
that these amend ments which are now proposed, 
both that of the Senatorfrom Missouri and that 
of the Senator from Massachusetts, it seems to 
me are objectionable, chiefly for the reason, in 
alegal sense, that although we mayimposecondi- 
tions upon States by way of conpact when we ad- 
mitthem, or by way of conpact at any other time, 
if they will agree to them, we cannot do so when 
those conditions stand in the face of the Consti 
tution itself which governs us all. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator from Missouri seems to object tothe silence 
observed on this side of the Chamber with ref- 
erence to the measure now before the Senate. 
I confess that I, for one, have observed silence 
heretofore from various considerations and in- 
fluences. It has been a melancholy spectacle to 
me ever since this subject has been before the 
Senate to see Senators, one half of whom nearly 
would have had no right to seats on this floor 


' had it not been for the action of Virginia, seri- 


ously considering the question whether Vir 
ginia, truly and in fact the mother of States, 
should have a representation on this floor— 
Virginia, through whose action, sir, you are 
entitled to sit there as Presiding Officer of the 


' Senate, coming from territory which was a 


concession from the bounty of Virginia. Sen- 
ators from the great northwest, Senators from 
territories ceded by Virginia, are solemnly de- 


‘liberating whether Virginia, more than their 


igi- | 


and Nebraska were presenting themselves here ' 


mother, more than their grandmother, should 
be entitled to a voice in the deliberations of 
this Government. Yes, sir, it has come to that. 
Great, glorious, noble old Virginia, from whom 
American statesmen have learned everything 
that is worth knowing in reference to the his- 
tory, the organization, and the powers of this 
Government, has been reduced so low as to be 
come a beggar in this council Chamber of th 
nation, which her wise statesmen, more than 
any others, created. She is begging to par- 


| ticipate in the councils of the nation with you, 
United States or of some State and taken |! 


representatives of the soil which she bounte- 
ously gave to the Federal Government. I say, 


| sir, it is calculated to fill the human heart with 


sadness to behold such a spectacle as this be- 
ing enacted in the council Chamber of the 
nation. 

But, Mr. President, I will not indulge in 
this train of remark. I rose simply to point 
out another objection to the proposed amend: 


-ment of the honorable Senator from Massa 


chusetts, [Mr. Witson.] It seems that this 
amendment has been agreed upon in the other 
branch of Congress, and has been laid upon 
our tables. I call the attention of the honor- 
able Senator now to one provision of his amend- 
ment, and ask him to view it calmly in the 
light of the Constitution of the United States, 

hich to my surprise I find appealed to by our 
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ends on the other side. Yes, sir; the Con- 
-ritution of the United States has been appealed 
.) by gentlemen who are now engaged in a work 
-. which, | humbly submit, no recognition or 
wuthority can be found in that great instrument. 
Tat. sir, since they will talk of the Constitution | 
sf the United States while thus deliberately, I 
\| not say intentionally, violating its provis- 
but in effect violating them, let me call 
attention of the honorable Senator to one 
(the provisions of his amendment: 
eo. 2, And be it further resolved, That the choice 
United States Senators heretofore made by said 
coneral Assembly shall have the same validity as 
¢ made by previous authority of law. 
By 


»» the Constitution of the United States 
ch House is the judge, not only of the qual- 
‘Heations, but of the election of its own mem- 
hers. The Senate are to determine whether 
Senators are entitled to seats here under any 
valid law, and they alone are to determine that 
uct. Senators, have you become so unmind- 
ful of your own rights and the dignity of your 
own body that you will even suffer the House 
of Representatives to interfere with reference 
to the election of your own members? You 
are not capable, if you pass this amendment, | 
» your own opinions at least, of determining | 
he election of your own members. Go a | 
ittle further, then: if you are not capable of | 
determining in reference to the due election 
of your own members, ask the wisdom of the 
[louse of Representatives to instruct you in 
reference to the qualifications of your mem- 
They have just as much right to do the 
one as they have to do the other. 

But, sir, this is not the only objection that | 
| have.to this proposed amendment. It as- 
sumes on the face of it that the Senators 
already chosen from Virginia have been chosen 
without any valid law; for it declares— 

That the choice of United States Senators here- 

fore made by said General Assembly shall have 
the same validity as if made by previous authority | 
f law. 


pers. 


Thereby questioning, denying the election of 
those persons so chosen to be in accordance 
with law. Now, answer ine this question: if 
he gentlemen chosen by what I presume you 
will say is the so-called Legislature of Virginia 
have not been chosen according to law, under 
. valid law, and you admit those Senators after | 
you have adopted this resolution, pray who has 
elected, or rather who has appointed the Sen- | 
ators? Is it the State of Virginia? Not at | 
all; because the action of Virginia was a nullity, 
on the supposition that this section is true. 
There was no valid Jaw, according to the hy- 
pothesis of the section, for the election by | 
Virginia of Senators to this body. You, then, 
admit two men to seats upon this floor elected 
under no valid, subsisting law; you designate, 
you appoint them as Senators; you give them 
seats on this floor. That is not an election of 
Senators by Virginia. It isan appointment of 
Senators by—shall I say the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States? No, sir; it isnot even the appoint- 
ment of Senators by the action of the Senate 
itself; but it is an appointment to seats upon 
this floor of men to act as members of the body 
and as Senators by the Senate of the United 
States and by the House of Representatives. 
Well, sir, a great many strange things have 
been done. Iam prepared for this. I am not 
surprised at anything of the kind. I look upon 
it with admiration. The honorable Senator 
from Missouri will remember, however, that 
admiration has different significations. It may 
be wonder, or it may be approval. Which in 
this case is the admiration with which I view | 
it it 18 unnecessary to state. But it comes to 
this: if you adopt this amendment the Senate | 
and the House of Representatives by their uni- | 
ted and combined action take two men who | 
you say by this section, in effect, haveno seats | 
here under any action of Virginia, and the Sen- | 


ate, with the kind assistance and aid of the 
House of Representatives, gives those gentle- 
men seats upon this floor! 

I know how tenderly, how dearly the honor- 
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able Senatorfrom Massachusetts loves the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and I ask him as 
a member of this body who never has, under 


| any circumstances or for any purpose, inten- 


tionally violated its provisions, however often 


| have been his violations of it in fact, to consider 


now this section in the humble light in which 
[ have tried to present it, and see whether he 
will agree to make a seat upon the floor of the 
Senate depend upon the action of the House 
of Representatives. 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator from Dela- 
ware describes Virginia as a venerable old 
lady, the mother and grandmother of States. 
Well, sir, if that be true, she ought to have 
behaved herself like a respectable old lady, 
and when she attempted to pull down the old 
family mansion upon the heads of her chil- 
dren and grandchildren it was then entirely 
proper that she should have a guardian ap- 
pointed to manage her affairs, or to restrain 
her until such time as she should be willing to 
behave herself as becomes a respectable and 
venerable old lady. 

The Senator refers to Republican members 
quoting the Constitution of the United States 


| and speaking of it in favorable terms. It 





seems that the friends of the Montgomery con- 
stitution and their friends in the northern 
States now assume to be the only friends of 
the old Constitution. We claim that those who 
have stood by the Constitution during the 
hours of the rebellion are its true friends. We 
¢laim that those who now so often declare 
that the Constitution is violated either were 
the friends of the Montgomery constitution or 
perhaps sympathized with the friends of the 
Montgomery constitution. 

‘The amendment offered by the Senator from 
Massachusetts is in the nature of a substitute 
not only for the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Missouri, but for the original 
bill. I propose, therefore, if it is in order, to 
offer an amendment to the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is now 
an amendment toanamendment pending. The 
Senator from Missouri has moved to amend 
by adding to the original bill. The Senator 
from Massachusetts moves to amend that 
amendment. ‘The original bill, however, can 
be amended; but that will have to be reserved 
until the question is taken on the amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. MORTON. Then I give notice that if 
that amendment shall be adopted I shall offer 
the following amendment to it, which will be 


| in the nature of a preamble to the original bill: 


Whereas the Legislature of Virginia elected under 
the reconstruction laws have in good faith ratified 
the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States, which was a con- 
dition-precedent to the representation of the State 


| in Congress: Therefore, 


Be it resolved, &c. 


I do that for this purpose: to show that the 
ratification of the fifteenth amendment in good 
faith was a condition-precedent, a condition 
upon which they are to be represented in Con- 
gress, and if it should turn out that that ratifi- 
cation was not in good faith, which would be 
shown by a subsequent attempt to repeal or 
rescind it, it would thus appear upon the face 
of the act that the condition upon which Vir- 
ginia is admitted has been violated, and then 
it would be for Congress to act so as to vindi- 
cate our own honor, and to vindicate the rights 
of the nation, upon the violation of this con- 
dition of her admission. I think that the bill 
ought to show that ; and the original bill which 
I believe I introduced contained these words 
in the preamble, for the purpose of showing 
that the ratification of this amendment, and its 
ratification in good faith, (using that language, ) 
was the condition upon which Virginia was 
admitted to representation, so as to give her 
clearly to understand that being admitted upon 
this condition, if it is afterward violated by 
an attempt to destroy it or to impair it, it will 
then be for Congress to determine what course 
ought to be taken to vindicate the honor of 


e 


Congress and vindicate good faith and vindi- 
cate the rights of the people of the United 
States. 

I am for the amendment offered by the Sen 
ator from Missouri; I shall vote forit. But if 
that amendment should fail I then hope that 
this preamble will be adopted, that we may 
clearly state to Virginia and to the world that 
we admit her upon the condition that she i: 
good faith has ratified the fourteenth and fit 
teenth amendments to the Constitution of th 
United States, and that any attempt afterward 
to rescind that ratification will be a violation 
of the very condition upon which she is admit 
ted, and it will then be for Congress to determ 
ine what power it may have to redress tha 
violation or what course it will take for that 
purpose. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Indiana that a pre 
amble by parliamentary law must be reserved 
until the question is taken on amendments to 
the original bill, for the reason stated in Jet 
ferson’s Manual that the preamble may require 
some change if an amendment is made to the 
bill. 

Mr. MORTON. I simply read that for in 
formation at this time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
understood. 

Mr. MORTON. I was asked by the Sen- 
ator from Alabama [Mr. Warner] in his 
speech, and also privately, to answer an inter- 
rogatory as to what I meant last night in ref 
erence to the power of Congress over States 
after they may have been reconstructed. I wil! 
not undertake to go into any detailed statement 
on that subject; but I will simply say that ! 
hold that the power of Congress does not end 
with the reconstruction of a State, to use that 
phrase ; that if we had the power to reconstruct 
we have the power to preserve that reconstruc 
tion and to look after it; that that is a neces 
sary consequence of the power that has been 
assumed by Congress in the attempt to recon 
struct the rebel States. Ifweadmitthem upon 
fundamental and vital conditions, and there b: 
an attempt as soon as the admission is made, 
when the State may suppose itself to be beyond 
the reach of Congress, to violate the very term 
of her admission, and thus commit an act of 
bad faith, the power of Congress is not at an 
end with regard to that State. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will my friend permit 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How long does he hold 
that the time must be before this conclusive 
evidence of bad faith upon which he would act 
shall cease? Suppose this particular Legisla 
ture should not repeal or attempt to repeal its 
ratification, (because I agree with him, as we 
almost all do, that it would be an entirely 
nugatory act,) but suppose, for the sake of 
argument, it were otherwise, and this Legisla 
ture should not attempt to repeal it, and the 
next should not, but the thing should hang, 
and the amendment should not become a part 
of the Constitution for five years, and then a 
Legislature elected by the people of Virginia, 
in the exercise of what it should think its 
right, and what should turn out to be its right, 
if it is possible to suppose such athing, should 
rescind, that would not be an act of bad faith, 
would it? 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, the Senator 
asks me a question that it would be very diffi- 
cult to answer, as to how long atime must elapse 
before an act of that kind should cease to be 
regarded as a breach of faith, as an act of bad 
faith. Of course, Mr. President, that would 
depend upon the circumstances of the case. 
Now, I can refer him to an act that would be 
unquestionably an act of bad faith and an act 
of fraud. Ifthe Legislature of Virginia in the 
month of December should ratify almost unani- 
mously the fifteenth amendment, and, upon 
being admitted in January, should in February 
attempt to rescind that act, it would unques- 
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nably be an act of bad faith, an attempt to 
commit a fraud, 
KDMUNDS. So it would, and we can 
did in reference 
ithout anythtng in the bil 

Mr. MORTON. Precisely so; and that is 
what L insist is the effect of the amendment. 
Now, as\to whether an attempt of that kind at 
iwo years, and after 

ken place and a new Legislature comes in, 
al to whether the act would tand upon the 
same foundation and have the same moral 
character, I will not undertake to say. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. This amendment is per- 
petual, you see. 

Mr. MORTON. But so far as the case that 
we are considering is concerned, the possibility 
of an attempt onthe part of Virginia to rescind 
her ratification of the fifteenth amendment 
before enough other States have ratified it to 

wake iv a part of the law of the land, would 
wv an act of bad faith, an attempt to commit a 
raud, and the power of the Government would 
tioned to redress that wrong, because 
ratification of the fifteenth amendment is 

of the conditions of admission. 

| will further say to my friend from Alabama 
‘hat | hold that the power of the Government 
in regard to maintaining republican govern- 
iment in the States is not sea d to the recon- 

tructed States. The Constitution provides that 
Congress shall guaranty to every State a re- 
iblican form of government. What does that 
mean’? it does not mean to wait until the gov- 
ernment has been destroyed by a revolution 
and then set it up again, but the word ‘‘guar- 
nty’’ is there used in the sense of securing, 
and we have a right to interfere in the State 
of Massachusetts if it should be necessary to 
to the State of Massachusetts a repub- 
lican form of government. Is the answer sat- 
actory to my friend? 

‘Mr. WARNER. The point that I wished to 
ake was, leaving out of view the question of 
indamental conditions, whether the stain of 
ebellion was forever to remain upon these 

reconstructed States; whether, leaving out of 
iow the violation of fundamental conditions, 
‘ conditions-precedent to admission, the State 

‘Alabama, to be more explicit, having been 
admitted, stands upon any different footing 
than any other State, or whether Congress has 
‘any more right to interfere in Alabama than it 

ould have in Massachusetts, supposing that 
he does not violate any of the fundamental 

conditions on which she was admitted? 

Mr. WILSON. I propose, Mr. President, to 
withdraw this suiaeliiades to the amendment 
olfered by the Senator from Missouri, with the 
intention of modifying it somewhat and moving 
itas an amendmentto the joint resolution itself. 

he VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts withdraws his proposed amend- 
ment to the amendment, and the question re- 

irs upon the amendment of the Senator from 
Missouri. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, at this stage 
of the discussion I desire to introduce a memo- 
rial, which has been placed in my hands, signed 
Y ® large number of loyal Republican citizens 

Virginia now here in Washington making 
impenti 1ut statements with regard { to the actua! 

condition of affairs in Virginia. I think it 
important that the Senate should be possessed 
of this information before it votes on any pend- 
ing proposition. If the Senate should be im- 
pressed by it, as I confess I am, it will find 
new occasion to hesitate in the present pro- 
ceeding. I send the memorial to the Chair, and 
ask to have it read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
will report the paper. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 

WASHINGTON, January 11, 1870. 
Tu the honorable the Senate of the United States : 


Wo, the undersigned, loyal Rey vublican citizens of 
Virginia, having this d: ay cabemnied in the city of 


upon it as we to Georg! 


ion the subject. 


»>end oO} an election hus 


unque 
i 


ecure 


The Secretary 


Washington for consultation, and having duly organ- || 
ized, unanimously represent to your honorable body || 
! every instance. 


that we are anxious for the prompt admission of the 
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entation upon such terms that a loyal 
civil government may be maintained and the rights 
of loyal men secured, which we feel assured cannot 
be the case if any condition less than the application 
of the test-oath to the Legislature shall be imposed 
by the Cong 

The loy a ~ op ple of Virginia have had no hearing 


ite to repre 


befo » Judiciary Committee of the Senate, or no 
notice or inform: sth n, direct ow indirect, that the 
nmittee intended to consider the question of our 


admission, until after the same had been acted on 
and a bill had been reported to the Senate for the 
mmediate and unc -_ tional admission ofthe State. 
Could the views and situation of the six hundred 
thousand loyal oaaele of Virginia whom we repre- 
sent, and who are now enduring oppression at the 
hands of the rebels in its most cruel forms, have 


heen represented before the committee we do not | 


believe any such bill would have been reported. 
If a hearingean now be had, and which we respect- 
fully request may he granted, we pledge ourselves 


to me by sworn witnesses of irreproachable char- | 


acter, residing in Virginia—among them judges, 
milite a. commissioners members of Congress, the 
Legislature, registri ution officers, and conductors of 
the election, &e.— 

1. That the majority of the Legislature were 
elected by intimidation, fraud, violence, and pre- 
vention of free speech, but principally by the first- 
named auxiliary; end hereupon we respectfully 
suggest whether it would not be as well to adhereto 
the existing reconstruction acts, which expressly 
provide that before the State is admitted Congress 
must be satisfied “that all the qualified voters bad 
opportunity to vote freely without restraint, fear, or 
the influence of fraud.” 

That murders and all sorts of outrages are per- 
petrated by rebels upon loyalists, and because of 
their loyalty, in which frequently no attempt to 
arrest is ma we, and when the offenders are brought 
to trial, rebel juries—colored men. being as rigidly 
excluded from the jury-box as if they had commit- 
we some great crime—are ready and fast to acquit. 

. That the right of secession has never been 
re ‘nounc ed, but is now as firmly and universally be- 
lieved in by the white people of Virginia as at any 
period curing the war. 

4. That it was publicly stated in the canvass by 
the leaders of the so-called Walker party that they 
merely supported the expurgated constitution for 
the purpose of securing the admission of the State, 
and advocated the election of their candidates to the 
Legislature and for Governor and State officers for 
the avowed purpose of defeating its provisions in 
bebalf of human rights and general education; and 
on this basis they secured thesupport of the Conserv- 
ative party for the expurgated constitution and their 
State and legislative tickets. 

5. We will show that the pledge made by the Tur- 
ner de slegation that the Legislature would carry out 
the new constitution in its spirit was made with n 
purpose whatever of ever being fulfilled. We will 
prove that some of the leading members of that dele- 
gation shortly afterward publicly avowed that the 


| pledge was only given for the paepeee of gaining | 
admission, and they t 


stated that after that event 

‘they’’—me vaning the Congress of theU nited States— 
‘*would find they had got a lion in the sheep-fold.’ 

One of the party also stated that when General 
Butler told him he would ‘‘take the word of a Vir- 
ginia gentleman” he felt for his watch, because he 
knew the general had very “taking ways” with him. 
They alse said that when asked to add to their memo- 
rial to Congress for unconditional admission the 
pledge that the Legislature would carry out the con- 
stitution, that they would just as readily, if asked, 
have certified that General Butler never stole any 
spoons; and much more abuse of a shameful charac- 
ter of Cieneral Butler; and chuckling over their 
power to “hoodwink’”’ him and the Congress of the 

Jnited States. 

6. We will show that Governor Walker was a cop- 
perhead during the war, in full sympathy with the 
rebellion, and president of the ‘* Invincible Club” 
of Chicago, which was organized for the purpose of 
rescuing rebel prisoners from Camp Douglas; and 
that his political proclivities have undergone no 
change since he has been in Virginia. 

Ile was the candidate of the rebel party of the city 
of Norfolk two years ago for a seat in the constitu- 
tional convention, and out of a poll of nearly two 
thousand colored votes received only eight. 

lle publicly stated in the canvass last summer that 
he should vote for General Robert E. Lee for Gov- 
ernor, because he was the greatest soldier of the age, 
and also because he and General Lee occupied the 
same political platform. 

We will algeshow that Governor Walker is pledged 
to defeat the county organization clause of the new 
constitution, which involves the school system; and 
also, the provisions of that instrument which are in- 
tended to secure the civil and political rights of the 
colored people of the State. 

Wecan also show that even since his election he 
has publicly referred tothe State of Virginia as hay- 
ing been under usurpation and tyranny for the last 
four years—meaning thereby, if the language meant 
anything, to pronounce the reconstruction policy of 
Congress revolutionary and void. 

7. These and other facts which can be established 
will doubtless satisfy the Senate that Virginia ought 
not to beadmitted unless the congressional test-oath 
shall be required of the present rebel Legislature, 
and the seats of those who cannot subscribe to it 
awarded to their eligible opponents who received 
the next highest numberof votes where the circum- 
stances would justify the application of the English 
rule, which would be the case in nearly all if not 


SSIONAL GLOBE. 





January 12, 


Several SENATORS. 
The Curer CLERK. 
Several SENATORS. 
Mr. STEWART. 
paper? 
Mr. SUMNER. Read the signatures, 
The Cuter CLerk. There are several sig. 
natures obliterated ; the others are: 
ISAAC P. Phasrman, Pri 
Chairman, _ William eo 
WILLIAM 1. BAIL ee 
eae Peas Virgin 
JAMES MORRISSEY, Lichmond Virgini 
ROBERT NASTON, York manly, 
P. H. MONTAGUE, ‘Richmond. 


BURNHAM WARDWEL L, Richmond. 
WILLIAM E, CROCKETT 


( eee county, Virgini: 


Is that all? 

Here follow the hames, 
Read the signatures, 
Who has signed that 


irginia, 


GEORGE C. MARSHAL 
Amelia county, Virginia 
JAMES T. 8S. TAYLOR, ; 


Albemarle county, Virginia. 
BALLARD T, E Dw ARDS, 
( ‘hesterfield county, Virginiv. 
GE ORGE C. R OU ND, P. rince William count 
: 0. BRUMMEL, Richmond, Virginia, 
Bhs ore 
i Prince William county, Vir; 
CHARLES H. PORTER, 
Richmond, Virg 
LUTHER C. TIBBETS, 
trederickaburg, Virginia. 
WILLIAM TROY, as ichmond, V irginia, 
LUTHER LEE, jr., Norfolk county, Virginia. 
SAMUEL D. WILLIAMSON, 
. Campbell county, Virginia, 
J. W. FLOOD, Powhatan county, Virginia 
i Mr. CONKLING. Are there signature: 
which have been erased? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
| states that there are signatures which have 
been erased. 
Mr. SUMNER. I beg pardon of the Chair; 
| these are the autographic signatures, and the 
| others were copied by the secretary of the 
| meeting 
| The V ICE PRESIDENT. 





| all written in one handwriting. 

|| Mr. STEWART. Now, inasmuch as thi: 
|| paper has been read I desire to have a docu 
|| ment that I have in my hands read. 

0 || Mr. NYE. I hope my colleague will give 
|| way to me for a few moments. 

| Mr. STEWART. Very well. 

Mr. NYE. I believe the question before tn: 
Senate is in relation to the adoption of th: 
amendment of the Senator from Missouri. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatis the ques 
tion. 

Mr. NYE. I cannot-see what applicability 
| the memorial which has been presented by the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts has to 
' that question; and I submit to him and sub 
mit to the Senate whether this memorial is re 
spectful in its language, and whether this body 
ought not to resent it as a reproach upon a 
member of a codrdinate branch of this Govern: 
| ment. Iam utterly surprised that the honorabi 
| Senator from Massachusetts should have pr 
| 









| sented a memorial reflecting in the most sever 

and in the meanest and lowest possible manner 

upon a colleague of hisin the other branch o! 
| this Congress. 
| Mr. SUMNER. The Senator does me grea! 
| injustice, though of course I know he does no! 

intend that. 

Mr. NYE. Certainly not; but I think th 

| Senator did not read the paper. 
| Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from Nevada 
| has not read it, for had he read it he would 
' not have made his remark. The memorial 
| bears on this present movement to precipitate 
Virginia back into the Union. The memo- 
rialists set forth the conversations of certain 
| agents who came here representing the move: 
ment for immediate admission with regard to 
a distinguished colleague of mine in the other 
_House. It is what they said with regard to 
him that is set forth in the memorial, and it is 
| set forth as showing what little confidence can 
| be placed in those men who are pressing for- 
ward this movement. I say that the memoria! 
| is proper. 


} 
| Mr. NYE. 





~~ — 


| 


Mr. President, that is simply ® 


question of taste, on which the honorable Sen 
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ts He is entitled to his view 


vr and I disagree. 
,ever would have presented a memorial here 
eV z } . ° a il : os hi d 

that spoke thus of my colleagues in this body 


vf it and I think I am entitled to mine. 1 | 


- in the other House; but if to present such | 


a paper is correct, the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts has the satisfaction of know- 


ng it. 


~ But. Mr. President, the memorial which has 


heen read seems to me to be entirely out of | 
place ; and it originates, as well as I can judge | 


from the names attached to it, with that class 
of men who have been hanging around both 
Houses of Congress, with the view of keeping 
out Virginia and keeping her from the position 
to which she is entitled under the sanction of 
laws which have been passed by Congress here- 
tofore. It seems to me untimely, and I think 
it very strange that in this stage of the pro- 
ceedings this last gun of these opponents should 
have been fired at this present moment. 

Mr. President, Virginia has had a long stage 
of uncertainty; but at last, by solemn enact- 
ment of Congress nearly a year ago, provision 
was made for her admission again into this 
Union; and now I ask the honorable Senator 
rom Massachusetts if there is one of the con- 
ditions of that law which she has not fully 
complied with ? 

Mr. SUMNER. 
of that law reserved to Congress full discretion 
to deal with her on the evidence, and the evi- 
dence shows that she is not fit to come in. 

Mr. NYE. Mr. President, that does not an- 
swermy question. I ask the honorable Senator, 
and I desire him to reply now, if there is one 
single condition imposed by that law which has 
not been complied with? The general power 
of Congress to deal with her and the other States 
formerly in rebellion is another thing, and is 
not the matter which I am now discussing. I 
say the election in Virginia was held in exact 

conformity to the law. ‘The result perhaps was 
not such as the gentlemen who now protest here 
against her admission desired ; but in all elec- 
tions somebody is disappointed, and in this 
opposition I read merely the wailing of those 
who were defeated instead of an honest, manly 
opposition or any just apprehension of the re- 
sults that may follow her admission. Now, I 
desire in the little part I take in this matter to 
do by Virginia just as we have said we would do, 
not varying one jot or tittle from our plighted 
faith, and I expect irreturn that Virginia will 
do just what she has promised to do under the 
provisions of our law. Sir, has she not done 
it thus far? The platform upon which the suc- 


1 say that the last section | 


body they do not name. Against such a course 
I protest. 

Mr. President, there is another view of this 
case which I desire to submit with a single 
suggestion ; and that is that if you ever expect 


|; men to treat you as men you must always 


| the test. 





treat them as men. 


1 want to put Virginia on 
her honor. 


I want to put her declarations to 
Her representatives have told us 
and have told the world by the platform upon 
which they stood at their election that they 
would comply with all the provisions you re- 
quired of them. They have done so thus far. 
What right has my honorable friend from Mas- 
sachusetts or any other gentleman here to say 
that they do not mean to carry out this declar- 
ation of theirs? Gentlemen may say that we 
have been cheated by such people before. 
Grant that. 
resurrection from the depths into which she 
was hurled by her own perfidy. I look upon 


| Virginia as new-born. 


Sir, I stand here and venture the assertion 
that Governor Walker never headed any com- 
mittee for the release of rebel prisoners. I 


| send that memorial back to its birth-place, 


| assertion. 
| dew of youth was on his cheek. 


and I stand here to test the soundness of my 
I have known him ever since the 
It is impos- 
sible that he could have been guilty of such 
conduct. 


| about it; but I stand here to deny the charge, 


because I know that he offered his services to | 


his country to go and put down the rebellion. 
This statement does not rest upon my mere 


But Virginia, I trust, has had a | 


I never heard him say one word |} 
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and I would hold every one ofthemtoit. The 
punishment of the violation of it would be 
greater than they could bear. Who of them 
dare falsify their word in view of their faith as 
plighted? 

Mr. SUMNER. What of Georgia? 

Mr. NY. Georgia, after having been nicely 
washed returned to her wallow, or to her vomit, 
if youplease. Virginia has not returned to her 
vomit; but it seems to. me the honorable Sen 
ator wants to make her do it. Sir, when she 
comes here with clean hands, when she stands 
recorded and her faith is publicly pledged, | 


| know enough of men to know that they dare 


assertion; it rests upon records of the War | 


Office. 


was not so,’’ says my friend. 


‘* Now, ‘they say’ in this memorial it 
Why, sir, ‘‘ they 


say’’ can prove anything if you listen to such | 
| testimony. 


But, Mr. President, it seems to me that this 
opposition to the admission of Virginia is 


| trifling with the interests of that State, and not 


only that, but it is trifling with our own plighted 
faith and honor to Virginia. This Senate is 


not presumed to speak without due reflection | 
and consideration, and after long debate and 


mature reflection it was the judgment of this 


| body, and it stands recorded, that ‘upon com- 
pliance with its requisitions Virginia should 


be admitted. She comes here with her hands 
washed clean of her late rebellion; she comes 
here upon the very terms that you suggested ; 


| and now it is said that she must be put back 


cessful ticket in Virginia has been elected is a || 


matter of public record, which we have all read. 
The candidates elected stood upon the ground 
of sustaining the present Administration and 
of carrying out faithfully the conditions under 
which Congress has said Virginia was to be 
admitted. 

Now, sir, it is an easy thing to say, as is 
said in that memorial, that some persons have 
aid soandso. Who said it? Was it a man 
holding a high and controlling position or was 
itsome blackguard who was found in the streets 
of Richmond ? ‘* They say’’ is a common liar, 
and it is the weapon and the shelter under 
which the coward always hides. ‘‘ They say !”’ 
Such an argument as that never carries any 
weight with me. Buta little while ago, a few 
days ago, while yet Virginia was hanging in 
this uncertain state, her elected Governor made 


a speech at Richmond. and I know I shall not | 


offend the honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts when I say that it would compare well in 
manly declaration and noble sentiment with 
his own, 

_ ‘They say’’ can beat anybody. Who said 
it? Who is responsible for what some fool may 
‘ay on the stump in Virginia or in New York 
or Nevada? Who is responsible for what these 
men may hear in a place where gentlemen do 
not congregate? They undertake to hold the 
}arty that is now in power in Virginia respons- 
‘ble for what somebody says, and that some- 





again and all this must be done over. 
am getting tired of this eternal reconstruction. 
Sometimes I wish that when the rebellion were 
over the States had been over too; but for four 


| years we have been here reconstructing these 


rebel States, and they have come time and again, 


| and now Virginia has come, in exact compli- 


ance with the requirements of the law; and 
yet my friend from Massachusetts would say 
to her ‘* You shall stand and knock and knock 
until your locks are wet with the dews of 
night; I will not let you in.”’ 

Mr. SUMNER. No; simply until every 
man is secure. 

Mr. NYE. No, 

Mr. SUMNER. 

Mr. NYE. 


sir; simply until what? 
Until every man is secure. 
Until somebody can find that 


| “*they’’ do not ‘‘say’’ so or that ‘‘they’’ do 


‘say’? so. [Laughter.] Sir, my honorable 
friend, although vigorous, has too many years 
on his head to wait until every politician shall 
be able to say ‘‘ they do not say so.”’ ‘That is 
the point made in this memorial; the last hope 
in the memorial is ‘‘ they say’’ 

Sir, my mode of action is entirely different. 
I will take Virginia upon her plighted faith. 
She stands recorded before an enlightened world 
adopting the principles of the present Adminis- 
tration, and she has ratified the fourteenth 
and fifteenth amendments to the Constitution, 


80. 


iand she has done everything that has been 


required of her by law. I would put Virginia 
upon her honor and her mettle; [ would say to 


| Governor Walker and every other Virginian, 


Sir, I | 


| and bring them to judgment. 


not go back on it. 

The memorial which has been read sets forth 
that there is disorder, that there is cruelty 
practiced in Virginia. Sir, to heal that dis 
order, to cure that cruelty, 1 want to see there 
a well-organized local government; and let 
me tell my honorable friend from Massachu 
setts, that nothing but that well-ordered local 
government can give protection to the citizens. 
Against the allegations set forth in that memo 
rial I present to the Senate, and to their recol- 
lection, for it is burnt upon their memory, the 


| return of General Canby in regard to the elec 


tion. The memorial says that there was fraud 
in the election. I never knew an election in 
which there was not fraud, or in which there 
was not a claim that there was fraud. It is 
even claimed that in the honorable State which 
my friend from New York represents there 
are sometimes election frauds. [ Laughter. | 
I have heard such things charged against New 
York; and because of them, would my hon- 


| orable friend from Massachusetts include New 


York and rule her out for fraud? No, sir, the 
remedy lies nearer home; the remedy lies 
within herself to punish the violators of law, 
So I want it in 
Virginia ; I want her local courts, I want her 
State power to correct these abuses; for it is 
impossible that the little military force we have 
there now should have that power. 
Sir, there is a wonderful power even in th« 

semblance of law; there is a wonderful power 
in a recognized Government at home. Vii 


.ginia has been a stranger to that for the last 


six or seven years. Deep, indeed, has been her 
repentance, if she is capable of repenting ; 
deep, indeed, has been her af_liction, and great 
were her offenses. Lut my friend says he does 
not want to punish. Asa general thing I do 
not think hedoes. Ithink heis generous and 
noble and magnanimous on that score; but he 
seems to be in a position which is illustrated 
by a story I once heard. Iam sorry I have 
commenced to tell the story because I am afraid 
my friend will take the first part of it to him 

self. [Laughter.] I am afraid he is in the 
position that the clown in the circus took when 
he pounded the wood-chuck with a club till he 
was told it was dead. Said he, ‘‘ I know it.”’ 
Then he was asked, ‘‘ Why do you want to 
pound things after they aredead?’’ ‘* Well,’’ 


|| said he, ‘‘ I want to convince this particular 


| dially. 


wood-chuck that there is punishment after 
death.’’ [Laughter.] My honorable friend, 


| [Mr. Sumner, ] however universal in his salva- 


tion, seems to want to convince Virginia that 
there is punishment for her even after death. 

Sir, there I would leave her; I would not 
condemn any one any longer; and when one 


| of these States comes here with pure hands 


and an honest desire, I would receive her cor- 
You, sir, and I know how comforting 
it is to sit under the umbrageous shadow ot 
this greattreeof Union. Virginia, like a wild 
meteor, has flown away, and likethe prodigal! 
that returned to his father’s house, she comes 
here and says, ‘‘I am no more worthy to be 


called ’’—— 


Mr. DRAKE. Has she ever said that? 

Mr. NYE. Wait, my friend, until I get 
through. You are alittle too quick. [Laugh- 
ter. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The Senator 


‘¢ Sir, this is your plighted faith to the world,”’ || from Missouri will come to order; the Sen- 
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ator from Nevada declines to be interrupted 
present. 

Mr. NYE. Virginia has come here and said 
that in what way? By asking Congress to pre 
scribe the conditions on which she should be 
reinstated in her father’s house; we have done 
it; and she comes here now and brings the 
fruits of her repentance, and says, ‘‘ Here are 
the conditions which you prescribed all com- 
plied with;’’ and yet my universal-salvation 
friend from Massachusetts says, *‘ In this par- 
ticular case I will hesitate.’’ Sir, though her 


at 


sins may have been as scarlet we will make | 


them white as snow. She is in a condition 
now to take our prescription and to rebuild 
upon the fragments of the boasted Virginia of 
which the Senator from Delaware spoke, a 
nobler, more vigorous, more prosperous, and 
more commanding State than old Virginia ever 
was. She has washed seven times in the waters 
of liberty and has been made clean; her bond- 
men are free, her slaves are citizens. What a 
metamorphosis! Such they were in old Vir- 
ginia, but such they are not in young Virginia. 


Sir, | want to take young Virginia by this hand | 


of promise and lead her up to her magnanimous 
destination. 

Why should we be here quibbling about cross- 
ing 7s and dotting t's? My friend from Ver- 
mont has submitted the most sensible amend- 
ment, in my judgment, that has been offered, 
making them come up to the fourteenth amend- 
ment. But the amendment of my friend from 
Missouri seems to be very far-reaching. It 
says that certain things shall happen whenever 
hereafter Virginia does so and so. Suppose 
her Legislature should attempt it fifty years 
from now, half a century bence, is Virginia to 
go out then? Sir, in my judgment, Virginia 


will have just as good a right fifty years from | 


now to revoke her action on a constitutional 
armendment as she has to-day; and any State 
of this Union has just as good a right to go 
hack through her Legislature to the original 
ratification and say, ‘‘ We repeal, or take back, 
or rescind our acquiescence in the adoption of 
ihe old Constitution itself.’’ 


spirit of rebellion is not quelled. 
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pledged word and faith. We cannot afford | that he ran for delegate to this same conye, 
to cheat anybody; we can afford to be cheated || 
if we are cheated in the wrong; though we | 


may be cheated to-day the remedy is at hand 
to-morrow. 
friend from Massachusetts to tell me if he 


does not believe in his heart that Virginia has || 


drunk of the bitter waters of rebellion to full- 
ness. No one ever panted for relief as does 
exhausted Virginia. Some may say that the 
Sir, the 
spirit of the devil is not, though the gospel 
has been preached for almost nineteen hun- 
dred years. He still 
fastnesses, some far-off places, but the power 
of the gospel will finally destroy his reign. So 
the power of liberty and freedom, so the maj- 
esty of truth will make even Virginia, reluctant 
as she may be, fall in and chant the chorus 


of a redeemed people, of a free State, and of || 


a youthful vigor and a hopeful future. 


Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, I cannot 


let such a document as that which has been 





hat is the spasmodic effort of a dying party || 


that has one strange fact about it, and itis a 
(act with the dead, that if you infuse their veins 


| majority of white registered voters was greatest ; but | 
in these (mountain) counties the unfinished harvest | 


and arteries with some subtile substance the || 


corpse will jump once, and never but once. 
This is the last galvanic jump of Democracy. 
| laughter.] Who is frightened at it? 
this single infusion that makes them jump now, 
but they are dead. 


great interests of a free people. 


amendment. 
that shall be the law of this free Republic, and 
their efforts to repeal it or to stop itin its prog- 
ress will be as futile as it woudl be for me to 
enter the field of logic with my distinguished 
friend from Missouri. [Laughter. ] 


Now, Mr. President, it seems to me that if | 


we act with a becoming regard to our own 
dignity and our own position we shall take 
this naked bill introduced by the Judiciary 
Committee and pass it. If Virginia cheats us 
it will not be the first time that the Republican 
party has been cheated ; but—and that is what 
gives me courage in all these conflicts—though 
we are cheated we still survive; though we 
— deceived new hopes spring up on every 
siae, 


let her do the worst my honorable friend can 
imagine, cannot stay the tide. No, sir; Vir- 


ginia will find it better for her own interests to || 
see that good order prevails within her borders, || 
for from order comes prosperity, and I look to || 


thisnew Virginia as bringing order out of con- 
fusion and form out of chaos. I am ready, 
therefore, nay I am anxious, that we should 
put her at once upon her trial, and let the Sen- 
ate of the United States at least stand by its 


It is | 


The party that fears oppo- | 
sition of that kind is unworthy to manage the || 
No, sir; as || 
well may they attempt to blot the sun out of | 
existence as to attempt to defeat this fifteenth | 
‘The fiat has gone forth that |) 


Ah, sir, it gives me confidence that with | 
the noble sentiments it declares it is backed | 
by an overruling Providence; and Virginia, | 





| 
| 
| 
} 





read, reflecting as it does upon the Governor } 


of Virginia, a gentleman of my acquaintance, 


and making such remarkable statements, pass || 


| without rising to enter my protest, particularly 


| pose? 


when it undertakes to say that the loyal people || 


holds some mountain | 


But I appeal to my honorable | 





of Virginia have not had a hearing before the | 


Judiciary Committee. What kind ofa hearing 
would the Senator from Massachusetts pro- 
Would he propose that the six hundred 


| thousand that paper speaks of should be called 
| before it, or would he propose to take the in- 
| vestigations of officers detailed for that purpose? 


| from General Canby’s report of July 
| to the Adjutant General: 


| of the local candidates. . 
| siderable majorities were given for Governor Wells | 
| but two votes in each were cast in favor of the test- | 


| We had before us the results of an official in- 
vestigation of the charges which were made as | 
| to frauds in the election. 


They were investi- 
gated by the general commanding. ‘The com- 
mittee have not been so remiss as not to look 
into those things and know what they were 
doing. I should like to have read at the desk, 
inasmuch as such charges are read, what Gen- 
eral Canby says upon that particular point. 
The Chief Clerk read the following extract 
22, 1869, 


22, 
‘The greatest falling off was in counties where the 


work no doubt had itsinfluence in reducing the vote. 
In some of the counties the vote appears to have 
been greatly influenced, both as to numbers and 
direction, by the personal influence and exertions 
In two counties where con- 


oath and disfranchising clauses.’’ 


Mr. STEWART. Now, asto the committee 
investigating this question of alleged frauds, I 
submit tothe Senate if it was not the duty of 
the committee to take the highest evidence, and 
if General Canby, who has been so thoroughly 
indorsed by the Senator from Massachusetts, 


was not the proper person to investigate such | 


matters? He was appointed for that purpose. 


| The election was conducted under his special 


supervision. He gave his attention to it. When 
complaints were made he investigated them ; 
he reported them to the Administration ; he 
made this report to the President, and upon 
it the President recommends the admission of 
the State. The highest evidence that we could 
get we took upon this particular point, and here 
‘*they say’’ comes in to contradict it all and 
denounce the Governor as a copperhead anda 
secessionist in the most unmeasured terms. 
That is allowed to be read here! 

The first charge against the Governor is that 
he was chairman of a Democratic club in Chi- 
cago which opposed the war. I am authorized 
to state that he was chairman of an ‘ Invinci- 
ble’’ club in 1860, and that eighty out of one 
hundred members of that club went to the war, 
and that during the whole of the war he was 
in favor of the suppression of the rebellion, 
made speeches to that effect, and took an active 

art; and that is in perfect harmony with what 
be has done in Virginia. I have some of his 
record before me. 

It will be recollected it is stated in that paper 














| 


tion. It is trae he was nominated by the k,.. 
publicans; it is true that the colored men qj, 
not vote for him. He having been beaten, tj, 
Democrats supposed that he might be gop, 
headed, or something of that kind, and th: 
they might use him for their purposes, and j, 
his absence they elected him as a delegate i, 
Democratic convention that they proposed ;, 
organize at that time. What he said then, o, 
the 5th day of December, 1867, with regard ;, 
the reconstruction measures I think it is dy, 
to him that the Senate should hear; and [ as 
that the Secretary read the letter which [ sey. 
to the desk; it is short. There ought to }, 
some regard for personal character in th 
Chamber. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
Norrouk, Vinaintia, December 5, 1857, 


Dear Sir: On my return home, after an absence o} 
several days, I learned that I had been selected }, 
the Constitutional Union Club, of which you are th 
President, as one of the delegates from this city to tho 
convention to be held in Richmond on the Lith jp- 
stant. If [correctly understand the objects and pur 
poses for which that convention is to be held, they 
are to organize a party to secure the defeat of tho 
Constitution to be framed by the convention just 
organized at the State capital, and this, too, betore 
the first line of that constitution has been written. 
To say the least, the movement is premature, and in 
my judgment, can result in no good. 

[f the convention now in session shall framea con 
stitution which shall conform to my views—and | 
hope it will—I shall most assuredly use all the influ- 
ence I can exert to secure its acceptance both by thx 
people and by Congress. 

Every sane man will freely admit that the earl) 
and complete restoration of this State to the Union is 
a matter of the highest moment to every one of her 
citizens. Business is prostrated, commercial enter 


e 


|| prise palsied, uncertainty and distrust exist every 


where, and hanging over all is the dark pall of almost 
universal bankruptcy. 

In my judgment, one of the chief remedies for al! 
these evilsis reconstruction. [have always believed 
that a prompt and ready acquiescence in the recon- 
struction measures passed by Congress was the wiso 


| and politic course of the people of this State to pur 


sue. I believe so still, and so believing, I canno! 


consent to become a party to any movement whic! 


has for its object the hindering, delaying, or ulti 
mately defeating the prompt and faithful execution 
of those measures. I must, therefore, respectfully d¢ 

cline to act as a delegate to the proposed convention. 

Truly, yours, GILBERT C, WALKER. 
Hon. C. W. Newton, President, dc. 

Mr. STEWART. That is a letter written 
in 1867. To my personal knowledge Mr. 
Walker—I have seen him from time to time 
since that period—has at all times advocated 
the carrying out in good faith of the reconstruc: 
tion measures. I have®here a speech that hi 
made on the 25th of March, 1869, after Wel! 
had been nominated, and before any action ha‘ 
been taken on the part of the Conservatives or 
before they had declined to make a nomina 
tion. ‘The speech is too long to be read, but 
really it ought to be read in justice to Governor 
Walker. ‘The speech is a good Republican 
speech, advocating compliance with the laws, 
and boldly saying to the people of Virginia 
that he would stand upon that platform, in favor 
of complying with all the requirements of Cou 
gress, and that he was in favor of equal rights. 
He planted himself upon that principle, ani 
the people acquiesced and submitted to it, and 
elected him upon a platform pledging Virginia 
to equal rights and to the enforcement of the 
laws, and to compliance with every require 
ment that Congress had made. ‘This speech 
was circulated both by his friends and enemies 
as a campaign document. It was his position, 
a bold and manly one; and it is entirely in 
accordance with the spirit of the constitution 
that is here presented. It was a bold and 
manly and straightforward advocacy of the 
fifteenth amendment. Is a man who stands 
up thus and leads men and gets recruits for 
your party, and gets them to indorse your 
measures and give reénforcement to the cause 
of justice and humanity, to be branded in this 
Chamber as a secessionist and a dishonorable 
man and a trickster by irresponsible outsiders 
who can sound ‘‘they say’’ Sciepeannen organ: 
ized here outside of the Capitol, criticising 
the Judiciary Committee and the proceedings 
of Congress in the grossest terms? 
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Mr. THURMAN. I beg pardon for the 
‘nterruption ; but I should like, if the Senator 
‘com Nevada has any information on the sub- 
‘set, that he would inform us how many of 


ihose persons who signed that paper which | 


has been read were defeated candidates at the 


late election and how many of them are now | 


ofice-holders under the provisional govern- 


ment and will go out of office if Virginia be | 


,dmitted ? 

Mr. STEWART. I cannot answer in exact 
terms either question. I am informed that 
there are several in that position; but I did 


not have time to investigate that question fully. | 


(here is a large number of them now holding 
office whose offices will be terminated on the 
admission of the State. In that connection 
this document bears its own condemnation on 
its face. It bears evidence of a conspiracy 


against good government; it suggests that | 


under the common law a defeated candidate 


will take the seat if the candidate elected is || 


disqualified from holding the office. Conse- 
quently it says the only reconstruction is to 


administer the test-oath, ~ out the elected | 
candidates, and let the defeated candidates | 
take their places—a proposition for Congress | 


to elect representatives in the Legislature of 
the State of Virginia! 


It is a proposition to you to make a Legisla- | 


ture for Virginia; and how long will a Legis- 
lature last if you make it? You are inviting 
the people of Virginia to pullit down. They 
must pull it down if you put it up in sucha 
shape as that. You could have nothing but 


anarchy ; you could not have good government. | 


If you attempt to have any elections at all you 
must allow the men elected to hold the offices, 
and not put them out and put the defeated can- 
didates in. I have no doubt that in many in- 


stances defeated candidates, North and South, | 


who are beaten at elections would like very well 


if somebody would put out their successful com- || 


petitors and put them in. ‘That is a mild and 
beautiful request to make here! 


But I would not have said a word if this | 
memorial had been respectful in tone, if it | 
had not been unjust and abusive in its language | 


to gentlemen who have not the right to be 
heard on this floor, and abusive also of the 
Judiciary Committee for not hearing them. It 
would enlighten the Judiciary Committee very 
much to hear a set of men who propose to put 
the Legislature of Virginia out and put them 
in; men with such theories of good govern- 
ment as that, men who assume to be the loyal 
people of Virginia! If there are no people in 
Virginia more loyal to law, to order, to justice, 
and to common decency, Virginia is in a bad 
fix = they make such an audacious request 
as that. 


Now, they want time. They have been to 


General Canby with these complaints, and they | 
have been to the Administration, and the alle- | 


gations have been investigated ; and now they 
come to Congress and make all sorts of charges 
and propose a scheme so revolutionary, so vin- 
dictive, so unjust that it is subversive of every 
idea of American liberty. 


office. What a mockery! 
better than that we had better put them under 


military rule and keep them there until an | 
indignant people put us out of our seats, as | 


they will do. 


[ ought in justice to Governor Walker to | 
have his speech on that occasion read; but I | 


will not proceed further until there shall be 
further provocation. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


Mr. President, has it come 


to this that the loyal people of Virginia cannot | 


be heard on this floor; that a petition pre- 
sented by a member of this body proceed 

from them is to have first the denunciation of 
the Senator from Nevada on my right, [Mr. 
Nye,] and then the denunciation of the Sen- 


ator from Nevadaon my left, [Mr. Srewarr?] || ed faith of this great Republic. 


They propose that | 
the defeated and repudiated candidates for the | 
Legislature of Virginia shall be installed in | 
If we cannot do | 


ng | 
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| Why are the loyal people of Virginia to be 
| thus exposed? What have they done? 

Mr. STEWARYI. Disorganized the State. 

Mr. SUMNER. To be sure the Senator 
from Nevada is now engaged in the endeavor 
| to trample them down under the hoofs of the 
disloyal people of that State. Naturally en- 
gaged in that work, he turns against their peti- 
tion, and the language that he employs strikes 
even at the right of petition itself. Sir, in 
what respect is that petition open to exception? 
‘The Senator says itis disrespectful. ‘lo whom? 
| ‘lo this body? ‘l’o the other Chamber? ‘Io 
the President of the United States? ‘l'o any 
branch of this Government? Not in the least. 
It is disrespectful, according to the Senator 
from Nevada, to the present Governor of Vir- 
ginia, and he undertakes to state his case. 

Now, sir, | have nothing to say of the present 
Governor of Virginia. 1am told that he is on 
| this floor; but 1 have not the honor of dis ac- 
quaintance, and | know very little about him. 
1 make no allegation, no suggestion with regard 
to his former course. 
sound always as the Senator from Nevada him- 
self, but the petitioners from Virginia say the 





more about him than the Senator from Nevada 
or than myself, and they are so circumstanced 
as to have a great stake in his future conduct. 
Thus circumstanced they send their respectful 
petition to this Chamber asking a hearing; and 
what is the answer? Denunciation from one 
Senator of Nevada echoed by denunciation 
from another Senator of Nevada. ‘lhe voice 
of Nevada on this occasion is united, it is one, 
todenouncea loyal petition from Virginia. Was 
I not right in presenting the petition? Will the 
Senator from Nevada say the contrary ? 

Mr. STEWART rose. 

Mr. SUMNER. I will finish if the Senator 
pleases ; I shall not be long. 

Mr. STEWART. I will reply to that. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. Was [not right 
| inpresentingit? Shallthese people be unheard? 
| The committee which the Senator represents, 
led by the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Trum- 
BULL,] and now led by himself, are pressing 
this measure to a precipitate conclusion. These 
petitioners, having this great interest in the 
result, ask for a hearing. Several days ago I 
presumed, humbly, respectfully, deferentially, 
to ask that this measure should be postponed 
a few days in order to give an opportunity for 
such a hearing. I was refused. ‘The Senator 
from Nevada would not consent, and by the 
assistance of Democrats he crowds this meas- 
ure forward. Sir, it is natural, allow me to 
say, that one acting in this new conjunction 
should trifle with the right of petition. When 
one begins to act with such allies I can well 
imagine that he loses something of his original 
devotion to the great fundamental principles 
of our Government. 


passage of the petition referring to a distin- 
guished colleague of my own. Why, sir, that 
very passage furnishes testimony against the 
cause represented by the Senator from Nevada. 
It shows how little to be trusted are these men. 
It shows the game of treachery which they have 
undertaken. It shows how they are intending, 
with the assistance of my friend from Nevada, 


to obtain for Virginia the “independence of a 
State. Are you ready for that conclusion? 
Are you ready to part with this great control 


security may be maintained for the rights 
of all? 

Something has been said by different Sena- 
tors of plighted faith. Sir, there is a faith that 
is plighted, and by that I will stand, God will- 
ing, totheend. Letthe Senator from Nevada 
desert; let him, joining the Democrats, take 
the othercourse ; but | stand firm by the plight- 
It is nothing 


| 


He may have been as | 


contrary. ‘Theyareso circumstanced asto know | 


Something was said by my friend, the other |, 
Senator from Nevada, [Mr. Nre,] on another || 


to press this measure through Congress so as | 


which yet remains to Congress through which | 
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_ less than this: to secure the rights of all with- 


out distinction of color in the State of Virginia. 
When I can secure those rights, when | can 


| see that they are firmly established beyond the 
| reach of fraud, beyond the violence of oppo- 
| sition, then [ am willing that that State shall 


again assume its independent position. But 
until then I say wait; I entreat the Senate to 
wait. Inthe name of justice, in the name of 
liberty, for the sake of human rights, I entreat 
the Senate to wait. 


Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, I was not 


so unkind last February as to accuse the Sen- 


ator from Massachusetts of deserting the Re- 
publican party when in the last days of that 
session, and the only session at which we 
should ever have an opportunity of ingrafting 
into the Constitution that grand principle ot 
equal rights known as the fifteenth amend 
ment, that Senator upon this floor, with the 
Democrats, filibustered against the vote ; when 
that Senator left the Chamber and refused t 
vote, and when he used the same language of 
haughty, overbearing pressure by which he 
seeks to coerce me to-day. 1 send to the desk 
the Globe with the Senator’s speech on that 
occasion, and [ should like to hear a portion 
of the language of the Senator on that ocea 
sion read by the Clerk. 

‘The Secretary read from the Congressiona! 


| Globe, part two, third session LTortieth Con 


gress, page 904, as follows: 


** Dismissing the reasons for the amendment, I turn 
to those which make us hesitate to present it for 
ratification. There are two. The amendment admit 
that under the national Constitution as it is, with its 
recent additions, 2 caste and an oligarchy of the skin 
may be set up by a State without any check from 
Congress; that these ignoble forms of inequality ar 
consistent with republican government; and that 
the right to vote is notan existing privilege and im 
munity of citizenship. All this is plainly admitted 
by the proposed amendment, thus despoiling Con 
gress of beneficent powers and emasculating the na- 
tional Constitution itself. It is only with infinit 
reluctance that [ can consent to any such admission 
which, in the endeavor to satisfy ungenerous sern 
ples, weakens all those texts which are so important 
forhuman rights. 

‘*The hesitation to present the amendment is in 
creased when we consider the difliculties in the way 
of its ratification. I amno arithmetician, but | un 
derstand that nobody has yet been able to enumerate 
the States whose votes ean be counted on to assure 


| its ratification within any reasonable time. Men 
| while this great question, which cannot brook di 


lay—which, for the sake of peace and to complet 
reconstruction should be settled at once—is handed 
over to prolonged controversy in the States. | nee! 


not depict the evils which must ensue. A State wil 


| become for the time a political caldron, into which 
| will be dropped all the poisoned ingredients of pr 


judice and hate, while a powerful political party, 
chanting like the witches in Macbeth— 


‘Double, double, toil and trouble, 
Fire burn, and caldron bubble’— 


will use this very amendment as the puddingstic k 
with which to stir the bubbling mass. Such acon 
troversy should be avoided if possible; nor should 
an agitation so unwelcome and so sterile be need- 
lessly invited. ‘Let us have peace.’ ”’ 

Mr. STEWART. That will do. 

Mr. SUMNER. I ask that the next para- 
graph be read. 

The Secretary continued the reading, as 


| follows: 


“ Of course, if there were no other way of accom- 
plishing the great result, the amendment should be 
presented, even with all its delays, uncertainties, and 
provocations to local strife. But happily all these 
are unnecessary. ‘The same thing may be aecom- 
plished by act of Congress without any delay, with- 


| out any uncertainty, and without any provocation 


to local strife. The same vote of twothirds required 
for the presentation of the amendment will pass the 
act over the veto of the President. Once adopted, 
it will go into instant operation without waiting for 
the uncertain concurrence of State Legislatures, 
and without provoking local strife so wearisome to 
the country.” 

Mr. STEWART. That will do. 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator's pa 
don; let the Secretary finish it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It isatthe piea 
ure of the Senator from Nevada. Does he 

: ; 9 

desive the Secretary to continue the reading * 

Mr. STEWART. Go ahead. 

Mr. SUMNER. Just finish that passage ; 
that is all. 
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The Secretary continued the reading, as fol- 
lows: 


The States will not be turned into political cal- | 


drons, and the Democratic party will have no pud- 
ding-stick with which to stir the bubbling mass. 


Mr. SUMNER. Go on. 
The Secretary continued the reading, as fol- 
lows: 


‘1 do not depart from the proprieties of this occa- 
sion when [ show how completely the course I now 
propose harmonizes with the requirements of the 
political party to which I belong. Believing most 


-incerely that the Republican party, in its objects, is 
identical with country and with mankind, so that in || 


sustaining it L sustain these comprehensive charities, 
{ cannot willingly seo this agency lose the opportu- 
nity of confirming its supremacy. You need votes in 
Connecticut, do you not?” 

Mr. STEWART. I think that is enough. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let it be finished. [Laugh- 
ter. ] : 
The Secretary continued the reading, as fol- 
lows: 

‘There are three thousand fellow-citizens in that 


State ready at the call of Congress to take their place 
at the ballot-box.” 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that the floor is in the possession of the 
Senator from Nevada unless he yields it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Lask permission of the 
Senator from Nevada to allow me to submit a 
motion to adjourn. 

Mr. CONKLING. Let us see first whether 
the Senator from Massachusetts wants only 
the whole speech or the whole Globe read. 
| Laughter. | 

Mr. HOWARD. I ask the Senator from 
Massachusetts if he has not had enough of his 
own speech read? [Laughter. ] 

The VICK PRESIDENT. If the Senator 


from Nevada resumes the floor he has the right | 


to do so and to stop the reading at any time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us adjourn. 

Mr. STEWART. I wish to finish now. 

Mr. SUMNER. We had better adjourn 
now, and you can begin to-morrow. 

Mr. STEWART, Mr. President, the scene 
then enacted will be well recollected by the 


Senate. That speech, delivered in the same | 


tone in which he now talks to me about de- 
serting, the same haughty, domineering tone, 


the same tone that demands all the amenities | 


for himself and none for his fellow Senators, 


was delivered while I sat here begging for a | 


vote on that essential amendment. I did not 
retort on him then; I did not say to him ** You 
are voting with the Democrats and throwing 


obstructions in the way of reconstruction.’’ But | 


now we come to a point where a rebel State has 


come forward and offered to help us; we have | 


almost the requisite number of States; we are 


very near the goal; we are very near accom- || 


plishing what he said was impossible ; the agi- 
tation has been had and the victory is ours ; 
and in the day of victory, when we are about to 


ingraft that principle on the Constitution, the | 


Senator from Massachusetts comes forward and 


attempts to tear down a State from helping us, || 


tries to shut the door in her face, and says ‘* We 
will not have your assistance, but we will have 
the assistance of the loyal people of Virginia.’’ 
Who are the loyal people of Virginia? The 
thirteen signing that petition, arrogating to 
themselves to be the loyal people of Virginia, 
organized in a room at Washington and pass- 


ing resulutions and sending them here? I do | 


not deny the right of petition ; but the reading 
of a petition by a Senator is an indorsement of 
that petition. It makes it a part of his speech, 
and then I have a right to criticise it. 

Mr. SUMNER. I presented the petition. 
I did not make it a part of a speech. 

Mr. STEWARY. 
referred or laid on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER. It is laid on the table now. 

Mr. STEWART. But when a Senator rises 


and sends a petition to the Chair, and asks that | 
it be read, of course it is regarded as a part of | 
his remarks. Otherwise I should have objected | 





It was presented and 
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| not give our time to the reading of petitions; 
they can be received, and considered by the 


proper committees. But when a Senator comes 
forward and has a petition read he indorses it 
to a certain extent. I would not indorse on 


| this floor, by sending it to the Chair to have it 


read, an attack upon the Governor of a State 
against whom I had to confess I knew nothing. 
If it is read it will be heralded to the world as 
charges against this Governor. It has the in- 
dorsement of the great name of the Senator 
from Massachusetts; it crushes where it falls. 
This man, who has struggled to establish equal 
rights in Virginia, and who has brought that 
people up to the point of indorsing the fifteenth 
amendment, is deserving of better treatment 
at the hands of Congress. 
the labors he has periormed, the efforts he has 


made, and the injustice of the attack upon him, || 


I should be less than man if I did not, in my 


humble way, although the humblest in this | 


body, protest against it; and I do not fear that 


I shall be read out of the Republican party by | 

| the Senator from Massachusetts. 
Mr. SUMNER. I never said any such thing. 

Ihe Senator said that [ | 

was a deserter. When I am a deserter in such || 

| company as I now am, when I am a deserter | 
with the solemn pledge of Congress at my back, | 


Mr. STEWART. 


when I am a deserter with the plighted faith of 


the Administration with me, when I am a. | 
| deserter with Canby and Grant and the Repub- | 
lican party that passed these laws, and laboring | 


in my humble way to defend the honor of this 


Congress and prevent it from repudiating what | 


it has most solemnly done—so long as I am 


|a deserter in such company, I can stand the 


charge, even when made by the great Senator 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. DRAKE. I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WepNeEspDay, January 12, 1870. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 


| by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and | 
| approved. 


FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. 


Mr. WOOD, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented concurrent resolutions of the State of 


New York, repealing and rescinding a resolu- | 
| tion to ratify the fifteenth amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States, and asked | 


that the same do lie on the table. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
olutions read. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


Concurrent Resolutions repealing, rescinding, and an- | 
nullingthe preamble and resolution of the Legislature | 


of the State of New York, pores April 14, 1869, rela- 
tive to the proposed amen: 
the United States. 


Whereas at the last session of the Legisiature of 


| thisState a preamble and concurrent resolution were 


adopted in the words and figures following, to wit: 


_ “ Whereas at the session of the Fortieth Congress | 
it was resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- | 


sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 


| gress assembled, two thirds of both Houses concur- 


ring, that the following article shall be proposed to 
the Legislatures of the several States as an amend- 


ment to the Constitution of the United States, which | 
amendment, when it shall have been ratified by three | 


fourths of the said Legislatures, shall be valid to all 
intents and purpose@ as a part of the said Constitu- 


tion, namely: 
*** ARTICLE XV. 
**Sec. 1. The right of citizens of the United States 


|| to vote shall not bo denied or abridged by the United 
| States or by any State on account of race, color, or 


previous condition of servitude. 

“*See. 2. The Congress shall have power to en- 
force this article by appropriate legislation.’ 

** Therefore resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That 
the said proposed amendment to the Constitution be, 
and the same hereby is, ratified by the Legislature 
of the State of New York :”’ 

And whereas the proposed fifteenth amendment 
above recited has not been ratified by the Legisla- 


| tures of three fourths of the several States, and has 


to the reading of the petition, because we do || not become a part of the Constitution of the United 


tofore given thereto or ratification thereof, 


| the Governor be requested totransmit acopy of the. 
| resolutions and preamble to the Secretary of Sta; 
| of the United States, at Washington, and to every, 


Knowing as I do | 





I desire to have the res- | 


ment to the Constitution of | 


_ posed to repudiation. 


|| to secure an election to Congress. 
'| thought was expressed in the words that “be. 
ran upon the repudiation ticket,’’ or in the 


| ical fortunes of the county. 





January 12, 


ee, 


| States; and whereas the State of New York, repre. 


sented in the Legislature here now assein}| d 
desires to withdraw the consent expressed jn (), 
above recited concurrent resolution: Now, therefor, 
Be i resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) Tha: th 
above recited concurrent resolution be, andit herc\. 
is, repealed, rescinded, and annulled, — 
And be it further resolved, (if the Assembly concy, 
That the Legislature of the State of New York refys¢ 
to ratify the above recited proposed fifteenth amend. 
ment to the Constitution of the United States. »,, 
withdraws absolutely any ex pression of consent 


» and 
here. 


Beit further resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) Th»: 


member of the Senate and House of Representatiy. 
of the United States, and the Governors of the sey. 
eral States. 
SvaTE OF New York, 
In SENATE, January 5, 1870, 
The foregoing resolutions were duly passed, 


By order of the senate. 
HIRAM CALKINS, 
Clerk, 
Strate or New York, 
In ASSEMBLY, January 5, 1870, 
The foregoing resolutions were duly passed. 
By order of the assembly. 
C. W. ARMSTRONG, 
Clerk 
Stare or New York, 
OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE, 
ALBANY, January 7, 1870, 
I certify that the above is a true copy of certain 
concurrent resolutions and preamble on file in this 


oflice. 
[u. s.] D. WILLERS, Jr., 
ere Deputy Secretary of State. 
GENERAL MOORHEAD. 
Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 


a personal explanation. In the Congressional 
Globe of December 17, 1869, is the report of 


| a debate on repudiation, which was followed 


by a colloquy between my colleague [Mr. 


| ScorieLtp] and myself, in which I alluded to 


Hon. J. K. Moorhead, of Pittsburg. I had 
finished my impromptu speech, or rather it was 
terminated by your inevitable hammer, when 
the honorable member from Nebraska [ Mr. 
Fircu] resumed the floor to speak on Cuban 
affairs, but yielded it to my colleague [ Mr. 
ScoFIELD] to propound a question to me. | 
was in answer to this question that I made « 
statement which, as reported, does not expres 
the idea I meant to convey, and which I wish 
to modify and explain. The report in the 


| Globe is as follows: 


‘Mr. Scorre.p. I desire to ask a single question 
of my colleague [Mr. Woopwarp] in relation to 
repudiation in Alleghany county. 

**Mr. Fitcu. I will yield for that purpose. 

“*Mr. ScorigeLtp. I want my colleague to do justice 
to the people of Pittsburg and Alleghany by saying 
that it was not a part repudiation but that both par- 
ties were divided on the question; that candidates 
were run in favor of repudiation, and that some of 
both parties voted for them, and that others of both 
parties voted against them. , 

“Mr. Woopwarp. To a great extent that was th: 
fact. Our friend, General Moorhead, who was « 
member of the last Congress, could not get elected! 
to Congress until he turned repudiator and _ran upo! 
the repudiation ticket. It was necessary for him' 
stump the county as a repudiator before he coul 
secure his election.”’ 


It will be observed, sir, that I assented to my 
colleague’s proposition, and illustrated it by 
reference to General Moorhead, who I never 
considered a repudiator at heart, for I knew 
that both his instincts and interests were op- 
But what I meant was 
that he so far bent to the storm that raged in 
Alleghany county, that he so accomodated 
himself to the prevalent popular sentiment as 
My exac' 


language of my interrogator, ‘‘ that candidates 
were run in favor of repudiation, and that som 


_ of both parties voted for them, and that others 
| of both parties voted against them.’’ Ever) 


successful ticket at that day in Alleghany) 
county had to be a repudiation ticket. Th: 


repudiators, composed both of Republicans an’ 


Democrats, held absolute control of the poli! 
Doubtless som‘ 
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citizens, both Republicans and Democrats, 
were openly and some silently opposed to the 
hemes of the repudiators, but they were not 
merous enough to send General Moorhead 

Ci ngress or to elect him to any other office. 

iving more than three hundred and fifty miles 
om Pittsburg, | had no personal knowledge 
f their contests, but, obliged to spend several 
eks there every fall in discharge of public 
ties, the rumors that reached me were that 
General Moorhead, however reluctantly, had 
compelled to take the stump, not in ad 

eacy of specific repudiation, but in support 

‘the ticket which repudiators elected. And 

was to the impressions produced on my mind 

those rumors in connection with the fact 
(hat General Moorhead was elected to Congress 
| 1858, and again in 1860, that 1 meant to be 
understood as alluding when interrogated by 
my colleague, [Mr. Scoriep. } 

A distinguished colleague of General Moor 
head in several late Congresses, who came to 
Congress from the same county, was the chief 
counsel and champion of the Alleghany county 
repudiators. He argued their causes in the 
Supreme Court until he became so disgusted 
with it that he quitted practice in that court. 
He reviewed our decisions in pamphlets, and 
he inspired if he did not indite many of the 
assaults upon us with which some of the Re- 
publican papers of Pittsburg teemed. He had 
more to do with raising and directing the storm 
than perhaps any other citizen of Alleghany 
county. My recollection is that the people 
rewarded him with a seat in the Legislature, 
where he continued to represent, with his ac- 
customed ability, the popular sentiment at 
home. He was sieveael sent to Congress 
along with General Moorhead. My firm con- 
viction is, founded on all I remember of those 
dreary years, that the difference between these 
gentlemen was that one of them was a repu- 
diator ex animo, and the other not a repudiator 
in fact, but adroit enough as a politician to 
secure the suffrages of his fellow-citizens with- 
out sympathizing in the overmastering passion 
which agitated the masses. 

I should be very sorry to do the slightest in- 
justice to either of the gentlemen, and fearing 
that the words which escaped me in answer to 
the interrogatory might be interpreted to the 
prejudice of General Moorhead, and thus do 
injustice both to him and myself, 1 have em- 
braced this earliest opportunity since our return 
from the holiday recess to explain the thought 
which the interrogatory excited in my mind 
and which ought to have been expressed in 
more considerate terms. I thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and the House for the indulgence to 
make this personal explanation, the first and 
only one I have made since I have had a seat 
on this floor, though often tempted. 

AID TO A RAILROAD. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, by unanimous 
consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 788) 
granting lands to aid in the construction of a 
railroad from the western boundary of Minne- 
sota, at the junction of the Sioux Wood river 
with the Red river of the North, to the Win- 


at 


nepeg river of British America; which was | 


read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Has the morning 
hour commenced ? 

rhe SPEAKER. It has not. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then I call for the 
regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. This will bring up the 
bill (H. R. No. 480) reported by Mr. Sco- 
FIELD from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
for the transfer of the Philadelphia navy-yard 
to League Island. 

EDUCATION. 


_Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Will the gen- 
“leman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Scorre.p] 


yield to me for the introduction of a bill for 
reference? 
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Mr. SCOFIELD. | yield to the gentleman. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, introduced a bill | 


(H. R. No. 789) to amend the act establishing 
a Department of Education, and to abolish the 
Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Aban- 
doned Lands; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
iducation and Labor. 
MOINES RIVER 

Mr. POMEROY, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 790) repealingso 


DES 


much of the act of August 8, 1846, as declares | 
the Des Moines river, in the then Territory of | 


fowa, a public highway ; which was read a first | 


and second time. 
Mr. POMEROY. 


engrossed and read a third time. 


I move that the bill be 


The bill, which was read, declares that so | 
much of the act of August 8, 1846, entitled | 


‘* An act granting certain lands to the Terri- 


tory of Iowa to aid in the improvement of the | 


1avigation of the Des Moines river, in said 
Territory,’’ as makes said river a public high- 
way, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

The question being taken on the third read- 
ing of the bill, it was agreed to; and the bill 
accordingly being engrossed, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

DITCH AND CANAL OWNERS. 
Mr. FERRISS, by unanimous consent, re- 


Mining the bill (H. R. No. 562) to amend an 
act granting the right of way to ditch and 
vanal owners over the public lands, and for 
other purposes, with amendments, and moved 
that the bill, with amendments, be printed and 
recommitted to the Committee on Mines and 
Mining, not to be brought back by motion to 
reconsider. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ALBERT F. PADEN. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, by unanimous consent, 
introduceda bill (H. R. No. 791) for the relief 
of Albert I’. Paden; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

ALLEN HARPER. 

Mr. INGERSOLL also, by unanimous con- 

sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 792) for the 


of the Clinton river, in Lake St. Clair, in the State 
of Michigan, and also to inquireif such obstructions 
were caused in whole or in part by erections con- 
structed by authority of the United States, and to 
report by bill or otherwise. F 


CUSTOM-HOUSE AT CLEVELAND, OUI. 

Mr. UPSON, by unanimous consent, sub 
mitted the following resolution ; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re 
quested to take into consideration the erection of a 
suitable addition to the custom-house in the city of 
Cleveland, Ohio, for the accommodation of the Uni 
ted States courts and internal revenue offices located 
there, and to cause estimates of the cost thereof to be 
made, and to report the same tothe House of Repre 
sentatives. 

RICHARD BLALOCK. 

Mr. KERR, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 795) for the relief of 
Richard Blalock, a soldier of the war of 1812 ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions and War of 1812. 

JURORS IN UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Mr. KERR also, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 796) to repeal the 
act entitled ‘‘An act defining additional cause 
of challenge and prescribing an additional oath 
for grand and petit jurors in the United States 
courts,’’ approved June 17, 1862; which wa: 


|| read a first and second time, and referred tothe 
ported back from the Committee on Mines and | 


relief of Allen Harper; which was read a first | 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Military Affairs. 
WILLIAM BLETSOE. 

Mr. INGERSOLL also, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 793) for the 
relief of William Bletsoe; which was read a 
firstand second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

ALBERT SMITH. 

Mr. INGERSOLL also, by unanimous con- 
sent, presented the claim of Albert Smith, of 
Illinois, for bounty; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

SUMMONING WITNESSES. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution intro- 
duced by him yesterday with regard to sum- 
moning witnesses was agreed to; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

H. LAWRENCE SCOTT. 

Mr. MERCUR, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 794) for the relief 
of H. Lawrence Scott, late agent for the sale 
of internal revenue stamps in the thirteenth 
district of Pennsylvania; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

CLINTON RIVER, MICHIGAN 

Mr. CONGER, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution ; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


instrueted to inquire as to the necessity of removing 
the sand bar and other obstructions across the mouth 


| tleman from Missouri, [Mr. McCormick. | 


Committee on the Judiciary. 
He also, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following resolution; which was read, 


| considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire concerning the expediency of 
repealing the act entitled ‘An act defining additional 
causes of challenge and prescribing an additional 
oath for grand and petit jurors in Unifed States 
courts,’’ approved June 17, 1862, with directions to 
report by bill or otherwise. 


NANCY C. 

Mr. KERR also, by unanimous consent, 

introduced a bill (H. R. No. 797) for the relief 

of Nancy C. Marlette; which was read a first 

and second time, and referred to the Commit 
tee of Claims. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 


MARLETTE. 


I yield now to the gen- 


Mr. BENJAMIN. of 
morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
ular order of business. 

NAVY-YARD AT LEAGUE 

The House resumed, as the regular order of 
business, the consideration of the bill (HH. R. 
No. 480) for the transfer of the Philadelphia 
navy-yard to League Island, reported yesterday 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs, upon 
which Mr. ScoFrIeLpD was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I yield to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. Wasupury. | 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I submit 
what I send to the Clerk’s desk as an amend 
ment to the bill, and I wish to say that | offer 
it for the purpose of perfecting the bill and not 
because I expect to vote for it if the amend 
ment shall be adopted ; but I think it necessary 
that such an amendment should be adopted if 
the bill is to pass. 

The Clerk read the proposed amendment, 
as follows: 

_ Strike out all after the word “service” 
line and add the following: 

And to sell the said navy-yard as fast as the same 
is vacated and he deems consistent with the publi 
interest; but before any sale shall be ordered th: 
Secretary of the Navy shall cause to be accurately 
surveyed and laid off into lots and plats of the san 
to be made, on which said lots shall be duly marke: 
and numbered; and all sales shall be for cash, and 
shall be after public advertisement in at least tw 
daily papers in each of the cities of New York and 
Philadelphia for at least thirty days before the da 
of sale, which advertisment shall accurately deserib 
the property to be sold and the termsof sale; and al! 
ales shall be by sealed bids, to be made insuch ma 
ner as the Secretary of the Navy may prescribe, 
is authorized to reject all bids if, in his judgment, the 
price offered is inadequate. ‘The proce ds of all 
such sales shall be applied to establishing the new 
| navy-yard. 


Is all this out the 


It is. 
Then I eall for the reg- 


ISLAND. 


in the sixth 
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Mr. KELLEY. I would suggest to the 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
| Mr. ScorieLy]| and the gentleman from Wis- 

msin | Mr. Wasupurn] a slight modifica- 
tion in his proposed amendment, which I will 
say | hope will be adopted. 
tion necessary, owing to the peculiar manner 
in which land is ordinarily sold in Philadel- 
phia. Wesell ground there upon ground rent, 
not upon mortgage, and our courts have held 
that those ground rents are real estate. 
have become a favorite means of investment 
with our insurance companies, savings- banks 
and investors generally, and in ordinary times 
they command a premium. ‘To require sales 
for cash would be to limit the sale of lots to 
people of large means or to speculators ; while 
zh higher price could be obtained if the sale 
was made in a form readily convertible into 
cash, ordinarily at par, though itis not so at the 
present time. I would therefore suggest that 
the words ‘‘or ground rents ”’ be inserted after 
the word ‘‘ cash.’’ 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I think 
it would but complicate the matter, and that 
iny amendment should remain as it is. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
hear it read. 

‘The amendment to the amendment was read, 
to add to the amendment the following: 

Provided, That all surveys, opening of streets, and 
laying off lots shall comply with the plans and sur- 
veys of the city of Philadelphia, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I will 
accept the amendment to the amendment. 

The question was upon the amendment as 
modified. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Yesterday when I reported 
this bill, which had the unanimous consent of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, I saw that there 

as some objection to it, owing as I thought to 
its purpose and character not being fully under- 
stood, and I trust the gentlemen who then 
(hought there was more in it than I think there 

have examined the bill and perhaps have 
become satisfied that it is entirely harmless so 
far as the objections then entertained to it are 
concerned. 

It is within the recollection of the House 
that the city of Philadelphia presented to the 
Government of the United States this large 
amount of land known as League Island, and 
which cost the city of Philadelphia a large 
amount of money, for the purpose of trans- 
ferring the present navy-yard to that locality. 
The present navy-yard is higher up the river 
by several miles, and almost in the center of 
the business portion of the city, and the city 
is constantly making encroachments upon it. 
The Navy Department came to the conclusion 
that it was important for them to have more 
space, and in order to get that additional space 
in the best form it would be necessary to move 
the yard further down the river. The Govern- 
ment formally accepted the gift from the city 
of Philadelphia, and thus agreed that at the 
proper time the transfer should be made. That 
proper time will be, I suppose, when the Gov- 
ernment will be enabled to make the necessary 
appropriations to beginthe work. Until those 
appropriations are made nothing can be done. 

The Secretary of the Navy, however, in his 
annual report to the President this year, recom- 
mended that a law should be passed authorizing 
him to make the transfer whenever the ap- 
propriation should be made. Under the law 
accepting this donation from the city of Phil- 
adelphia for this purpose there is no authority 
given to the Secretary of the Navy to begin 
removing the old yard to this locality whenever 
the appropriation shall be made. To make 
that law complete it is necessary that this law 
should be passed. Whenever the Committee 
on Appropriations, of which my friend from 
Massachusetts Se Dawes] is the chairman, 
shall conclude that the Government is in a con- 
dition to give us the proper fundsto move this 


IT will 


They | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


It is a modifica- | 








| enough; I have no objection to it. 
| probably it will be an improvement to the bill, 


| to the gentleman for the 








| yard down the river, the Secretary of the Navy 
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will then find the proper legislation necessary || 
| wells of water as are to be found in the city ,; 


to enable him to carry it out, should the pend- 
ing bill be passed. ‘That legislation cannot be 
put in an appropriation bill, or if it is, any 
member of the House, as gentlemen well know, 
can object to it. 
Naval Affairs have preceded that appropriation 
with this bill. 

The amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. WasHpurN] is all well 


I think 


and therefore, so far as my own vote is con- 
cerned, I will + it. If the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasusurn] or the gen- 


|tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] de- 
sire to speak now I will yield. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. This is 
a question involving the expenditure of a great 
amount of money. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 


gentleman require ? 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 


How much time does the 


tell. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. Will ten minutes be 
enough‘ 


? 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I think 


| I shall want more time than that. 


Mr. SCOFIELD. Very well; I will yield 
resent. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 


Tam, Mr. 


but I think this is a matter of too much im- 
portance to be passed over lightly; and in my 
judgment this bill, if passed, will involve a 
resulting appropriation which $10,000,000 will 
not cover. What is the proposition? It is to 
remove the navy-yard at Philadelphia from 
where it now is and where undoubtedly it is 
very much cramped for room, but where, as I 
understand, the area may be enlarged to any 
extent desired. ‘The proposition is to remove 
this navy-yard to League Island. Now, my 


objection to this measure is the same which was | 


stated to me by the head of one of the naval 
bureaus, who said that if it were not for the 
fact that League Island is a mud-bank, where it 
will be necessary to pile for fifty or sixty feet 
in order to get a good foundation, and the fur- 
ther fact that it is a very unhealthy location, it 
would be a very good place for a navy-yard. 
No doubt this is the fact; but those two objec- 
tions seem to me to be insuperable. 

Mr. KELLEY. If the gentleman will yield 
to me for a single moment I wish to correct 
two errors into which he has unconsciously 
fallen. ‘The first is as to the possibility of in- 
creasing the dimensions Of the present navy- 
yard at Philadelphia. Its area cannot be ex- 
tended east, west, north, or south. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. My au- 
thority for my statement on that point is one 
of the commissioners who made the recom- 
mendation for accepting League Island; and 
the map now before me would seem to indicate 
that the land below the existing navy-yard can 
be very easily acquired for the purpose of en- 
larging the yard. 

Mr. KELLEY. Since the commission to 
which the gentleman refers made that recom- 
mendation the land between the present navy- 
yard and League Island has been purchased b 
the heaviest corporation in Pennsylvania, wit 
the view that the great Pennsylvania Central 
railroad may have its terminus at the wharves 
along there; and that land cannot now be 
acquired at any price. So much for that point. 

ow, sir, one word as to the statement that 
in order to get a good foundation at League 
Island piling will be necessary to the depth of 
sixty feet. If the gentleman will refer to the 
official report made by the scientific men ap- 
pointed to examine the soil at that location, and 
who reported its character at various depths 
three feet apart, sending to the Navy Depart- 
ment specimens of the earth found in each case, 


he will find that instead of League Island being || better labor. 


Therefore the Committee on | 


I cannot || 


| 
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a mud-bank, instead of the soil being alluvia! 
it is part of the main land, and furnishes as 00d 


Philadelphia. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. In ay, 
swer to the remark about the foundation of th; 
island, I will say that I have here a map indi. 


cating the survey and the tests that were mado. 


| | find that at one of the borings it was necessary 
| to bore through mud and sand sixty-five foe 


to reach a gravel foundation; in other places 
about thirty feet. But the latter borings were 
through the central part of the island. Haj 
all the borings been made along the part of the 
island where the wharves will have to be coy 


| structed, unquestionably the depth of sixty-tiy, 
| feet would have been reached before finding q 


solid foundation. 

Mr. KELLEY. I would like to trespass, 
single instant on the gentleman’s time, and they 
I will interrupt. him no further. The land a 
League Island conveyed tothe Government con. 
sists of two parts, the island proper and the 
accretions. ‘I'he borings on the island proper, 
which embraces about four hundred acres, con. 
firm all thatlhavesaid. By going out tothe edge 
of the alluvial deposit that has grown up around 
the island and boring there the gentleman's 
statement can be confirmed. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Will my colleague [ Mr. 
KELLEY | state how many acres of land there are 


|| in this tract given by the city of Philadelphia’? 
Speaker, reluctant to oppose a measure which | 
seems to have so many friends on this floor; | 


Mr. KELLEY. The tract embraces over 
six hundred acres; two hundred of which are 
alluvial, and four hundred of which are of the 
general character I have stated. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Mr. 
Speaker, let us understand what League Island 
is and how it happens to be there. It is an 
island formed just at the confluence of the 
Schuylkill with the Delaware. It is an island 
that has been formed in consequence of the 
counter-current of the Schuylkill retaining the 
deposits which come down from the riverabove. 
It has been accumulating ever since and per 
haps before William Penn traded the Indians 
out of Pennsylvania. Until within a few 
years it contained only two hundred acres. 
By accretions from Philadelphia, receiving 
substances discharged from the sewers of that 
great city, it has grown to about four hundred 
acres. Il inally it has been extended from four 
hundred to six hundred acres. And this pro- 
cess is still going on, and will increase as Phil- 
adelphia increases. One branch of the river, 
that between the island and the Philadelphia 
shore, has been gradually filling up. The re- 
port of the commission states that originally 
this channel was sufficiently wide and deep to 
bear the largest vessels of war, while now 
vessels only of the sinallest class can pass 
through it. 

As I have before said, my objection is the 
great expense which will attend the establis! 
ment of the navy-yard at this place; and fur- 
ther, in my judgment, a navy-yard located at 
such a place as League Island cannot be other- 
wise than unhealthy. This, too, is the judg- 
ment of the first commission that was appointe( 
to examine into the subject. I beg to call 
attention for a few moments to the history of 
this matter. Philadelphia proposed to give 
this island to the United States. Well it might, 
for it had been there for centuries and was con- 
sidered of little value to any one. Philadelphia 
naturally was anxious to have the existing 
navy-yard removed, which I have no doubt 1s 
an obstruction to the city. I believe that a 
navy-yard is a curse to any great city. It has 
the effect to demoralize the labor outside 0! 
the yard. Ina great manufacturing city like 
Philadelphia there could be no greater curse 
than a navy-yard, with its eight-hour system, 1" 
the midst of an industrial population. But tha! 
isa matter for Philadelphia. I donot,find any 
objection to it on that ground; but, sir, if we 
remove the navy-yards great cities | think 


| we will have much better navy-yards and much 
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sx naval officers to take this whole subject into 
oonsideration. Commodore Stringham was at 
the head of the commission. Four out of the 
ix naval officers voted against League Island. 

‘Mr. O'NEILL. I hope the gentleman will 
ot decline to tell the House when the report 
of that commission was made. It was prior to 
‘he vote of the Thirty-Ninth Congress accept- 
ing League Island as a gift from the city of Phil- 
adelphia. Since that commission the whole 
oyestion has been fully debated, and decided 
» favor of this location. 
~ Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. The re- | 
nort was made October 24, 1862. Congress 
afterward did agree to accept the island; but 
there was no guarantee as to what was to be 
Jone with it. 1 wasnot here, and if I had been 
| should not have voted for it. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Just one word more. I 
knew the gentleman was not here or he would 
have known that the question had been fully 
‘nvestigated and discussed. He would have 
known that every man on that commission has 
ince taken back all the statements of that 
report, and that they and all other naval oflicers 
of any rank believe it is the best place in the || 
world for an iron-clad navy-yard. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I have 
not conversed with the officers who made that 
report. I do not suppose that they would say 
that which they so solemnly reported is untrue. 

Mr. O'NEILL. They have taken back 
almost every word and syllable of that report. 
‘or the last two years there has not been a 
naval oflicer of rank, not an engineer or other 
officer, who does not believe it is the very best 
location for this navy-yard. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. ‘They 
may take back as much as they please, but 
they cannot blot out the facts of the history of 
this League Island. They cannot say that the 
channel between the island and the Philadel- 
phia shore is not filling up. They cannot deny 
that the island is not constantly filling up by 
the drift from above, and that it is in the way 
where it must for all time receive the deposits 
from the great city; nor can they deny that 
by the only tests that have been made it will 
have to be piled for the depth of sixty-five feet. 

Mr. MYERS. Mr. Speaker, with the per- 
mission of the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. 
WASHBURN] I desire to correct two errors at 
least into which he has fallen. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
for that purpose. 

Mr. MYERS.  l’irst, the gentleman tells us 
that the Government has not agreed to accept 
League Island for such purposes as we now 
contemplate. Now, I refer him to the act of 
lebruary 18, 1867, which I fear he has not 
read. By that act, passed after full, free, and 
lengthy discussion ; passed after a complete 
refutation on this floor of statements similar 
to those he has just made against League 
Island, the Secretary of the Navy was author- 
ized to accept League Island from the city of 
Philadelphia, ‘‘to be held for naval purposes 
by the Government of the United States ;’’ the | 
island together with the adjacent marsh land 
which troubles the gentleman so much, and | 
with the back channel and parts of the oppo- 
site shore. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
all this. 

_Mr. MYERS. Bat I have not finished. 
Chere was a proviso that this property should 
not be received until the title to the whole was 
complete and indefeasible—this has been ful- 
iiled; nor until a board of officers appointed | 
by the President should recommend the selec- 
\\on—this, too, has been done ; and the gentle- | 
man from Wisconsin takes good care to omit 
“i references to the action of this board, or | 
(o either of several boards which favored this | 
‘ite, and confines his remarks to the views of | 
One set of officers, a bare majority of whom 
held to a different opinion. If he examines 
the official reports, with the borings, he will find 
that nearly four hundred acres of this island || 








| yield 


I know 





has a surface soil of clay three feet deep, and 
beneath that the soil is of sand of the depth 
of twenty-five to thirty feet 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
yield for a speech. 

Mr. MYERS. I am only correcting the 
gentleman. ‘The last proviso to the act fur- 
nishes that correction most amply. 
in full: 

**Provided further, That if League Island be se- 
lected the navy-yard at Philadelphia shall be dis- 





pensed with and disposed of by the United States as | 


soon as the public convenience will admit.” 


The Secretary deems this a proper time to 


I did not 


remove our navy-yard to the new location, as | 


contemplated by the act, and the public con- 
venience not only admits but demands it. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. | 


| now resume the floor. 
Allow me to make another | 
I have shown that the only object | 


Mr. MYERS. 
correction. 
of the act—which should have been a finality 
so far as the merits go—was to have this ad- 
vantageous location for naval purposes. ‘This 
object we are now about to consummate. But 
iy friend states that one of the naval boards 


I read in reply from the report of the Secre- 


must | 


| decided against the eligibility of League Island. | 


| 


I give it || 
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| have been suggested, such as ashes from the city, 


cinders, ashes, slag, &c., from the furnaces, but we 
regard these sources as uncertain and the quantity 
limited, considering the immense quantity required 
to accomplish the object. 

“At League Islandthe currents are more rapid: the 
water of the Delaware is dirty, holding a large quan 


| tity of earthy matter in solution, which is deposited 
| In Various points along the river, as shown by the 


immense accumulation which has taken place within 
a few years at League Island, and which is still in 
progress.” 


Again, in speaking of the health of League 


| Island, they say: 


** League Island is situated on a fresh-water river, 


|} nearly surrounded by marshes covered with veg 


| table matter, and exposed to the sun at every low 


tide during the day; and although we are told that 


| it is as healthy as other places in the vicinity, we 


tary of the Navy made to Congress in Decem- || 


ber, 1865. He says: 


“The board of naval and scientific gentlemen ap- 
pointed in 1862, in pursuance of an act of Congress 
passed on the suggestion of the Department, to select 
a site for a navy-yard for iron-clad purposes, while 
entertaining differing opinions as to the most eli- 
gible location for a navy-yard for general objects, 
were united in favor of League Island so far as iron 
vessels are concerned.”’ 


When next my friend from Wisconsin refers 
to the action of this board I ask his candid 
admission of this fact. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I have 
conversed with a gentleman on that commis- 
sion, and he stated to me that they were there 
to examine League Island and no other place ; 


| that they were there to ascertain whether a 


navy-yard could be placed at League Island, 
and not whether League Island was the best 
place for the purpose, and had they been in- 


cannot believe that League Island can be regarded 
as a healthy place. The board is of the opinion that 
on this point New London is vastly superior.” 

Such is League Island; a low, rotten, and 
festering mass of corruption, which is increas- 
ing in rapid ratio as the city of Philadelphia 
increases its population and discharges from its 
sewers increased foulness and corruption. To 
say that such a place can be healthy is too much 
for human belief. To say that this cul de sac, 
which for all time to come is to catch and retain 
all the vileness that is discharged from a large 
and growing city, is the best place for a navy 
yard is too much. 

Admiral Stringham in his report says that 
barely to level up this ground to fit it for a 


|| navy-yard will cost at least $1,000,000. 


structed to select the best site for a navy-yard | 


in Pennsylvania I have no doubt they would | 


have selected some other point than League 
Island. 


in 1862: 

‘** League Island is a reclaimed marsh, surrounded 
by a dry stone wall and embankment of earth, raised 
to exclude the river. A portion of the island was 
reclaimed many years since, and is known as theold 
meadow; we have no positive information on this 
point, but presume that at the time the wall and 
embankment was built all the land worth reclaiming 
was embraced within the inclosure; subsequently, 
and about eighteen years since, we are informed the 
inclosure was extended so as to embrace an addi- 
tional area now known as the new meadow. Accord- 
ing to a plan which has been submitted to the 
board by a committee from the Board of Trade, this 
old meadow contains two hundred and nineteen 
acres, and the new meadow one hundred and fifty- 
five acres. On the north of the island, and between 
it and the main, there is a channel which we 
are told was of sufficient depth in former days 
to float large ships of war; now it is a narrow 
and shallow channel, not sufficient to float vessels 
of any size used by the Navy. Large areas of 
marshes have formed on the east and west ends 
and on the north side of the island, and the whole 
appearance indicates a constant and rapid accu- 
mulation from the immense deposits of the Delaware 
river. To raise the surface of this island to a height 
which would render it safe from the encroachment 
of high tides will require a filling of from nine to ten 
feet over the whole area; and if, as has been sug- 
gested, a line of wharf front be carried out to the 
twenty-three feet line it willinvolve an additional 
filling of a space one mile long, and averaging four 
hundred and eighty-one feet wide and nineteen feet 
deep. If this space is not filled, then the constant 
use of dredging-machines will be required to main- 
tain a sufficient depth of water to accommodate the 
vessels of the Navy, To furnish the materials for 
this immense filling,which will amountin the aggre- 


| gate to several million cubic yards, it is said that 


an abundant supply can be had from Red Bank, on 
the opposite side of the river, and from the gravel 
banks near the gas works. There is probably an 
abundance of good material on the shores of New 
Jersey, butit must be purchased from the proprietors 
and transported across the river; a process which, 
in the opinion ofthe board, will involve an expend- 
iture of at least $1,000,000. The sourees of supply 


Now I beg leave to read what the | 
| commissioners said in regard to League Island 


| satisfied that 


| ably cost more than that. 


Now I have made a computation, and I am 
$3,000,000 will hardly do it, say- 
ing nothing about the untold millions for piling 
or walling the same ready for use. 

There are some four hundred acres within 
the walls, and to raise that extent of ground to 
the height proposed would require between 
five and six million cubic yards of earth. 

It is hardly possible that this could be done 
for less than fifty cents ayard, and it will prob 
Some two million 
five hundred thousand or three million dollars 
will therefore be required to bring it toa level, 
to say nothing of Thivien the piles anywhere 
from thirty to sixty-five feet for a foundation. 

I should say here, because I wish to deal 
with this question in perfect fairness, that a 
minority of that commission, of whom Profes 
sor Bache was one, reported in favor of League 
Island. They did not think it would be very 
difficult to fill it up, because there were very 
large accumulations from the furnaces of Phil 
adelphia that could be used for filling up. They 
calculated that a given number of establish 
ments produced four hundred and fifteen cubic 
yards of slag, ashes, and refuse of furnaces a 
week, all of which could be used to fill up 
League Island. I have made a calculation to 
ascertain how long it would take to fill up 
League Island from these accumulations, and 


| how long do you suppose I found it to be? 


Why, the brief period of three hundred years. 
So that you can hardly rely, I think, on that 
source as a means of filling up League Island. 
The commission of which Admiral String- 
ham was chairman gave an opinion very much 
adverse to what is proposed. And any one 
who will consider what the character of the 
island is, as well as its surroundings, can hardly 
fail to be satisfied that it is and must be a very 


| unhealthy point so long as the Delaware river 


| tact with the Delaware. 


continues to flow toward the sea, and lodge, 
as it ever must, its vile burden where the 
eddying waters of the Schuylkill come in con 
Professor Bache says 
that it is not so healthy as some other places. 
I do not desire to take up the time of the 
House further on this question. All I desire 
is that the House should understand what they 
are called upon to vote for. While it appro 
priates no money, the certain result is a demand 
for untold millions inthe future. Ifthe House 
is ready to do this I am not responsible. My 


| duty is discharged when I have pointed out 


the reasons why we should not pass this bill 
and my vote is recorded against it. 
Mr. SCOFTELD. I would as! 


' 
tne 


attention 
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for a few moments of all those gentlemen who 
contemplate voting against the bill. Those 
who have been in this Hall for four or five 
years have learned all about this controversy, 
all the facts about League Island, its condition 
with reference to health, and the necessity of 
having the navy-yard there. To such gentle- 
men this is an old subject; and I had supposed 
it was settled when the Government first be- 
came satisfied of the necessity of having a 
navy-yard on fresh water on account of the 
iron-clads. Then they wanted it so located 
that it would be convenient to iron and coal; 
they wanted it convenient to a great city, 
where skilled labor could be had in emergen- 
cies; they wanted it somewhat inland, where 
it would be secure from the approach of an 
enemy. The want was imperative. The Pres- 
ident recommended it; the Navy Department 
recommended it; all naval men, and I may say 
all politicians, said that such a navy-yard was 
needed somewhere, and we had none then. 
Committees were sent out; several commissions 
were appointed. Speculation was on foot fol- 
lowing up those committees and those commis- 
sions wherever they went, because wherever 
the yard was located it would create almost a 
little city in itself and there would be a great 
rise in land, 


but at last, after all the rival localities had 
been examined and committees and commis- 
sions after committees and commissions had | 
inade their reports, some pro and some con, | 
and the matter had been discussed in this Hall 
day after day and week after week, Congress 
did at last and the President did at last and the 
Department did at last settle down upon this 
locality at League Island and accepted the gift 
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condition just now to make an appropriation, 
that we are not pressed so much for a navy- 
yard as we were during the war, and that they 
must wait a few years before they get money to 
start with, why, then, the law is a dead letter. 
But the only thing the bill is designed to do is 
to give the Secretary the power I have stated. 
Mr. WELKER. 
to me for a question ? 
Mr. SCOFIELD. 
Mr. WELKER. 


Certainly. 


in this bill to sell? 
Mr. SCOFIELD. 
Mr. KILLEY. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. 
LEY] says it is twenty acres. 
Mr. WELKER. Of what value is it? 
Mr. SCOFIELD. I suppose it is worth 


About thirty acres. 
Twenty acres, 


| $2,000,000 at least. 


Mr. WELKER. Is it not contemplated, in 
ease this bill should be passed, to follow it up 
by an application for an appropriation to com- 
mence the building of this new navy-yard? 


I know, as the gentleman has already said, | 


| that this is an old question for several years in 


Some were strongly in favor of || 
this locality and others strongly opposed to it; || 


of the city of Philadelphia of six hundred acres || 


of land as the future place for a navy-yard | 
whenever the Government should see fit to 
develop it. 

We had all these arguments then, and they 
were proved again and again to be fallacious. 
We heard all about the unhealthy location, and 
about the sand banks, and the mud, and all | 
that sort of thing, and of a shallow river, and | 
a frozen river, which I believe my friend has 
forgotten to mention. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


It was all combatted to || 


the satisfaction of everybody, and the decision || 


was made that there should be a navy-yard at 
this place where we could'have fresh water, 
where the iron-clads could lie and could be 


made, and which would be convenient to iron | 


and coal and to skilled labor. But the Secre- 


and locating a navy-yard there at some future 
time when Congress shall feel able to give 


money for it he had no authority to remove || 
Che old navy-yard would | 


the old navy-yard. 
still stand, and every particle of machinery and 
every stick of timber that is invested in the old 
yard would remain there and he would have 
to buy new. He therefore recommends to | 
this House in his annual report that a few lines 
of legislation shall be passed which will author- 
ize him, when he comes to act in the matter at 
all, to move the machinery of the old yard | 
piece by piece to the new yard, and as the Gov- 
ernment can dispense with the use of that old | 
yard, put it in the market and sell it, because | 
it will sell for enough to make the new yard, 
and probably for more too. He is to sell it | 
from time to time piecemeal, not to those who | 
may attempt to defraud the Government, but | 
to men who actually want it and will give its | 
value. ‘The proceeds are to be applied to the 
new yard. 

Now, sir, that is all this bill is intended to 
do. That is all I think it does do. It is sim- | 
ply to authorize the Secretary, when he comes 


toact in the matter, when the stern Committee |! 


on Appropriations—stern, I believe it is, at | 
least I hope so—shall come to act on it, if it | 
shall say that there ought to bea small appro- | 
priation to begin with, to remove the machinery 


and sell the land; and if, on the other hand, 


the committee say the Government is not in a 


the House of Representatives, and that many 


of the questions about which the gentleman 





from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasnsurn] has been | 


talking this morning have already been settled. 
But the question now presents itself, shall we 


at this time commence the expenditure of | 


money for the construction of this new navy- 
yard? Many of us have thought that perhaps 
when this navy-yard shall be changed the 
location proposed by this bill is the best loca- 
tion to be found for that purpose. And now 
this bill is introduced for the purpose of com- 
mencing the construction of this new navy- 
yard, And that isthe point sought to be raised, 
as I understand, by the gentleman from Wis- 


| . 
|| consin, [ Mr. WASHBURN. | 
C 


Mr. SCOFIELD. My friend from Ohio [ Mr. 
WELKER] asks me if it 1s not designed to follow 
up the passage of this bill with an application 
for an appropriation. I answer in this way: it 
is not designed by anybody ‘‘ to follow it up”’ 
with such an application. It is designed, I sup- 
pose, by the gentlemen who represent the city 
of Philadelphia to ask the Committee on Ap- 
propriations to make an appropriation to com- 


mence the improvement upon League Island. | 
Sut that is not in the nature of ‘‘ following up’’ | 


this bill. They will ask that, I suppose, as local 
representatives whether this bill pass or not. 


| This bill will not aid or obstruct that matter 
tary of the Navy discovers that in accepting || 


in any shape or form; it has really nothing to 
do with it. If, however, the application for an 


appropriation should be successful and Con- | 


gress should make it, the Secretary when he 


attempts to improve League Island would have | 
to bury all his material de novo should this bill | 


| not pass. If this bill should pass he could then, 





| instead of  poaeng the material and ma- 


chinery for League Island, commence to move 
it down the river from the old navy-yard to the 
new navy-yard at a great deal less cost, and also 
sell portions of the old yard from time to time. 

‘Mr. MAYNARD. Is it contemplated by the 
Naval Committee, of which the gentleman [ Mr. 
Scorie._p] is chairman, or does this bill con- 
template that a navy-yard, first-class—if I may 
use that expression in connection with a navy- 
yard—shall be ultimately builtat League Island? 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I cannot answer for the 
present Naval Committee. The former Naval 
Committee of this House did indorse it; the 
House indorsed it; the Senate indorsed it; 


| the Department indorsed it; and I know of 


nobody who has changed his mind upon the 
subject. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would also inquire of 
the gentleman whether in the opinion of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs it 1s deemed ne- 
cessary to have a navy-yard at League Island 
adequate for building purposes? We have a 
navy-yard here at Washington city ; another at 
Portsmouth, Virginia—the Gosport navy-yard ; 
another at Brooklyn, New York, &c. And 


Will the gentleman yield | 


How much land is there | 
in the present navy-yard which it is proposed | 


My colleague [Mr. Ket: || 
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although I can see whythere should be a nay: 
depot at League Island for the benefit of nm 
iron-clads, and for other purposes, I do not «... 
why we should have ar extensive navy-yard 4: 
League Island for building purposes and 4, 
_repairs. If the gentleman means merely ;, 
| discontinue the present navy-yard at Philade! 
phia, and remove the material there to Leagy, 
Island and make that a naval depot, I thin) 
the proposition is a good one and should }, 
adopted. But if it is contemplated to make , 
navy-yard there like the navy-yards at Broo|, 
lyn, Washington, Mare Island, &c., then | 
hardly think the exigencies of the country 
|| require it, ' 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I will answer the gent, 
man by saying that it is not in contemplatioy 
to make an additional navy-yard ; but it is jy 
contemplation to supply that great want of the 
Government, a navy-yard where iron-clads par. 
ticularly can be constructed, where there j, 
| fresh water. That is a want which the Goy 
| ernment has now no means of supplying; and 
in order to do this it is a great deal cheaper for 
the Government to move the machinery of the 
old navy-yard to the locality of League Island: 
and, as [ understand, it has already been agreed 
in the legislation of the two Houses of Con. 
gress that that shall be done; but the express 
language authorizing the Secretary of the Navy 
to remove the machinery of the old yard down 
to League Island has been omitted. ‘hat, | 
think, is all there is in this bill. 

I now yield to my colleague, the gentleman 
from Philadelphia, [Mr. O’ Neri. } 

Mr. O’NEILL. I do not wish to consume 
the time of the House unnecessarily after the 
remarks of my colleague, the chairman of th: 
Committee on Naval Affairs, [Mr. ScoFrir Lp, | 
but I wish to reply to a few of the objections 
made to this bill by my friend from Wisconsin, 
{Mr. Wasnpury.]| All the objections to ac- 
cepting League Island as a naval station were 
answered in the Thirty-Ninth Congress, which 
passed the act authorizing the Government to 
accept it. The city of Philadelphia mad 
this offer in good faith, and by it the country is 
now in possession of the island, which com- 
prises some six hundred acres. It is hardly 
necessary for me to state the cost incurred hy 
the city in acquiring the title to this land ; that 
is not the question to-day; but I will say in 
passing that the amount paid originally was 
$300,000. The act of acceptance required that 
the city of Philadelphia should give a clear 
and indisputable title to the island before it 
passed into the hands of the Government. 

Subsequently, however, it was ascertained 
that for the more perfect occupation of the 
island itself for naval purposes it was neces: 
sary that the Government should have a clear 
title to a little more land than that embraced 
within its limits. Hence the city, without avy 
hesitation and at an additional expense 0! 
over fifty thousand dollars, making the whole 
cost more than three hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars, purchased a narrow strip of lan! 
running along the south bank of the mainland 
north of League Island and across the back 
channel, so as to give the Government juris: 
diction over sufficient territory for guarding the 
approach to this naval station. This strip 0! 
land, included in the gift at the suggestion 0! 
the Government, makes the donation more 
valuable, and secures forever more than six 
hundred acres upon which to build a nava! 
station as rapidly as this and other Congresses 
may see fit to make appropriations, nearly the 
whole amount of which will be returned to the 
‘Treasury upon the sale of the ground now 
'| occupied by the present navy-yard. 

As I have already said, the Thirty-Ninth 
Congress—and I wish my friend from Wiscon- 
| sin had been in it to hear the discussion of this 

matter—considered all the objections which are 
now raised; and by the decision of that Con- 
| gress these questions were, I think, settled 
| forever. : 
| Twill here say that the ‘‘ mud-bank’’ to which 
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he refers is all the creation of his imagination 
feom the prejudices of those from whom he 
thinks he has obtained reliable information. 
MM st of this island is fast land, and those who 
have been upon and examined it know this 
fact. The back channel, of which mention has 
heen made, will require very little deepening 
+> make it of sufficient depth to accommodate 
he largest iron-clad vessels now under the 
‘urisdiction of the Navy Department. The 

‘ttom of this back channel, like that of the 
\yelaware river in front of League Island, is of 
mud, the best bottom for a river where a navy- 
vard is located; for arocky bottom tears off the 
inetal sheeting upon the vessels and does them 
therdamage. The Delaware river in front of 
League Island has a depth of twenty-four feet 
at low water, and the back channel some six- 
teen feet. 

In reply to the gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin I will say further that I know something 
about this locality, for League Island is in the 
congressional district which I have the honor 
torepresent. It is not an unhealthy location. 
[tis healthy. The people in that neighborhood 
are among the healthiest of my constituents. 
It is notthe low, uncultivated land he describes 
itto be. Itis notamerereclaimed marsh. If 
he will refer to the reports on file in the Navy 
Department he will find just the contrary to be 
the case, and he will ascertain that the Thirty- 


Ninth Congress was fully informed of all the | 
excellencies and conveniences of the location | 


of the island when it was accepted. More than 


four hundred acres of the ground have been | 


used as farm lands. Nearly two hundred and 
lifty acres have been so used for over one hun- 
dred and sixty years and are cultivated farms ; 
and upon two hundred more for sixty years 
crops have been grown, and everything that 
can be raised by anagriculturist has been raised 
there as successfully as upon the finest land in 
Wisconsin or any other State. 

| know these facts. The location is healthy. 


The ground is fast ground. It is good farming || 
There have | 


land. It is not a mere mud-bank. 
been some accretions, as must necessarily have 
been the case; but the main portion of the 
island, some four hundred and fifty of the six 
hundred acres, is as good farming land as is 
cultivated in the most fertile regions of our 
country. 

I wish to state a further fact, of which per- 
haps the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs [Mr. ScorreLp] was not cognizant, and 
that is this: the land upon which the present 


navy-yard is now located consists of some } 


twenty acres in the built-up portion of the city 
of Philadelphia, and it was valued by the 
hoard of tax revision of the city one year ago 
at $3,500,000. 


tion of the new yard. 

Mr. DAVIS. Isnot that land growing more 
valuable every day ? 

Mr. O'NEILL. Well, sir, that may be, but 
the Navy Department now proposes that we 
transfer the Philadelphia navy-yard to League 
Island, and if we pass the bill before us we not 


only authorize the transfer but provide for the || 
We believe it worth | 


sale of the old location. 
33,500,000, and by passing the bill we put the 
Government in the way of selling this valuable 
property, thus realizing for it an amount which 
will go far in balancing such appropriations as 
this Congress and its successors may make for 
League Island. We are actually and in effect 
taking nothing from the Treasury. The bill 
does not suggest an appropriation at this time 
but a transfer. The friends of League Island 
will of course urge the establishment upon it 
of such a naval station as will command the 
admiration of the world, and will when com- 
pleted be unsurpassed in its construction as 
well asin its most wonderful location. This gift 
of the city of Philadelphia is priceless to the 
Government, and when we have by just and 
liberal appropriations finished our great naval 
station for iron-clads the country will be proud 





| desired. 


That is the amount of money | 
the Government will secure for the construc- | 


| location for an iron-clad navy-yard. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


of its work and rejoice that the Thirty-Ninth 
Congress accepted the munificent offer of these 
six hundred and more acres. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I now demand the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
to me, 

Mr. SCOFIELD. After the previous ques- 
tion has been seconded I shall have an hour, 
and | propose to yield one half of it to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] 
to oppose the bill. 


Mr. DAWES. 


[ ask my colleague to yield 


I appeal to the House not to 


compel me, after they have put me where I con- | 


sider it to be incumbent upon me to impart 
information to the House, to speak subject to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, he holding 
the floor and farming it out. Iask the House to 
let me have the flooron my own account. Ido 
not propose to enter into any struggle in refer- 
ence to League Island, but I have information 
which I desire to submit to the House. I do 
not, however, wish to speak under the pressure 
of the previous question. If the House does 
not give me the floor in my own right I do not 
know that I shall take it at all. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I have 
every confidence in the merit of this legislation, 
and am not afraid of the fullest discussion. Of 
course I will not attempt to press the question 
after the solemn protest of the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. DAWES: The gentleman can yield the 
floor to me and the subject can go over until 
the morning hour to-morrow. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. My only object is-to secure 
the early passage of this bill. I do not pro- 
pose unnecessarily to limit the debate. I sup- 
pose that an hour more was all that could be 
I will accept the suggestion of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts and will now 
yield to my colleague, [Mr. RanDaA.t. } 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, I am glad 
that the gentleman who has charge of this bill 
has yielded to the appeal of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes.] I, for one, am 
free to say that if League Island will not bear 
every sort of test which can be applied, and 


show that it is the most advantageous place | 
| for an iron-clad navy-yard, I would not press 
|| seriously any claim [ have heretofore made in 


behalf of that location. It seems to me that 
an undue feeling has been excited in reference 


to this subject. ‘True, the Representatives from | 
Philadelphia and from other portions of Penn- | 


sylvania have a natural anxiety on the subject 
of this change of location. 
I fear, sir, that there is an attempt brewing 


| to excite a prejudice between the two sections 


of the country as to which shall have an iron- 
clad navy-yard. No such prejudice should 
exist. If it be located in the East it will be 
of as much material importance to the West 
as to the Kast. I think, too, in reference to 
League Island, it is a most material point that 
not one dollar will be needed for this transfer. 
Ail that is asked is authority for the removal 
of the material from the old location to the 
new one: and that has been recommended by 
the executive department of the Government 
and by both branches of Congress as the best 
In my 
belief the land now occupied by the navy-yard 
will sell for enough to pay all the expenses of 
locating the navy-yard at League Island. It 
may be that the sale will realize a sum of 
money largely in excess of the expenditure. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. As the time for the con- 
sideration of this bill is about expiring I desire 
to yield to the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Dawes. ] 

Mr. RANDALL. I should have liked a little 
more time. My being stopped now makes my 
remarks somewhat disjointed. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
expired, and the bill goes over. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. JUDD. I rise toa privileged question. 
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I desire to call up the motion heretofore en- 
tered to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
to apportion the representation among the sev 
eral States was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to bring up 
the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
House yesterday recommitted to the Commit- 
tee on Reconstruction the bill with respect to 
the admission of Virginia. 

Mr. KELSEY. I rise to a parliamentary 
inquiry. The pension appropriation bill was 
made a special order to be considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole to-day. My inquiry is 
whether I have a right to move that the House 
do now go into Committee of the Whole on 
that bill? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman would have 
the right to do so if he had the floor. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to say this 
to my colleague, [Mr. Jupp,] that there are 
a very large number of persons here from Vir- 
ginia interested in the healed of that State. 
It is a matter which has been before the com 
mittees of the two Houses ever since Congress 
opened ; and it seems to me that the gentleman 
should not antagonize this measure with the 
other question which he proposes to bring up. 

Mr. JUDD. Ido not desire to antagonize 
the apportionment bill with that for the admis 
sion of Virginia. Iam as anxious for speedy 
action on the latter question as my colleague 
can be, and I consent to yield to him, giving 


| notice that when the Virginia bill is disposed 


of I shall call up again the motion with refer 
ence to the apportionment bill. 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to say that it was dis- 
tinctly understood yesterday that the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Farnswortu] should not 
press any metion with regard to the bill for the 
admission of Virginia until the pension appro 
priation bill, which had been set down as a 
special order for to-day after the morning hour, 
had been disposed of. I hope the gentleman 
will allow us to dispose of that small appro 
oriation bill, and he can thereafter take up the 
Virginia bill. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I cannot yield fo: 
that purpose, and I will state the reason why. 
The pension appropriation bill stands on the 
same footing as the other appropriation bill 
There is no necessity for its immediate pa 
sage, for the money is not to be expended until 
the next fiscal year begins ; whereas as regard 
Virginia we are standing here keeping a State 
out of the Union and its representatives from 
participation in the legislation of the country. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair will state that 
the pension appropriation bill was made the 
specia! order after the morning hour for 
Wednesday. That can be only cut off by a 
privileged motion. 

Mr. WOOD. I hope the gentleman from 
Illinois will not insist on proceeding with the 
Virginia bill until the pension appropriation 


| bill is disposed of. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
DUTIES ON A CHURCH ORGAN. 

Mr. JUDD, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 798) refunding the 
duties gee on the organ of the Church of the 
Holy Family, Chicago, Illinois; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 


I must insist. 


| the Committee of Ways and Means. 


CONGRESSIONAL PRINTING. 

Mr. NEGLEY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 799) relative to the 
congressional printing ; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

PAYMENT OF PENSIONS. 

Mr. CREBS, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 800) repealing all 
former laws in regard to paying pensions, and 
to provide for their payment in future; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the 


| Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
' to be printed. 
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ADMISSION OF VIRGINIA. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
cousider the vote by which the bill (H. R. No. 
(83) to admit the State of Virginia to repre- 
entation in the Congress of the United States 
was recommitted to the Committee on Recon- 
truction, 
The motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The bill is now before the || provided that all the officers of Virginia should 


ifouse for consideration. 
‘The bill was read. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, in pur- 
ance of the reconstruction acts of Congress 
ihe people of Virginia framed the constitu- 


tion which is under consideration two years | 


igo last month, in December, 1867, It was 
framed by a convention of which Judge Un- 
lerwood, of the Virginia district, was pres- 
ident. The convention provided for an elec- 
tion upon the constitution, but in consequence 
of there being no funds appropriated to defray 
the expenses of the election General Stone- 
man, then in command of that military district, 
did not order an election and appoint the neces- 
sary oflicersofelection. No election was there- 
fore held, and time wore on until last spring, 
when Congress passed an act providing for the 
submission of the constitutions of Virginia, 
‘Texas, and Mississippi to a vote of the people. 
In that act it was provided that the President 
might submit separate portions of the constitu- 
tions to a separate and distinct vote. There 
were some clauses of this constitution of Vir- 
ginia which were very unpopular, exceedingly 
unpalatable, not only to the men known as 
Conservatives and Democrats, but unpalatable 
to many of the Republicans of Virginia, and 
especially the two clauses with reference to dis- 
franchisement and the test-oath. The Pres- 
ident, in pursuance of that act, submitted the 
constitution to an election and directed that 
separate votes be had upon those two clauses. 
At the time of that election there were regis- 
tered as voters in the State of Virginia, in round 
numbers, about two hundred and sixty thou- 
and. A little over two hundred and twenty 
thousand of the registered voters voted upon 
the ratification of the constitution, and the two 
clauses submitted separately, those with refer- 
ence to the franchise and the test-oath, were 
defeated by a majority of forty thousand, in 
round numbers, one of them by a majority a 
little exceeding and the other by a majority a 
little less than forty thousand. 

General Canby, in his report of that election, 
has told us that it was a fair election; that 
while some complaints were made the com- 
plaints were not numerous, either of fraudulent 
voting or of misconduct on the part of the ofli- 
cers of the election; and he says that of those 
not voting who were registered the ratio was 
about even between the colored and the whites ; 
that in many localities the personal popularity 
of the candidates who were running for the 
l.egislature or for other offices had much to do 
with drawing out a vote, while in others the 
unpopularity of the candidates or the large 
preponderance of one party or the other had 
the effect to keep a good many people at home. 
!n those counties where the minority said, ‘It 
is no use for us to vote, the majority is so great 
against us,’’ the effect was that the vote was 
not so large. In two counties where a very 
large majority was given for Governor Wells, 
the candidate of the so-called radical Repub- 
licans, there were but two votes given for the 
clauses that were voted down, to wit, the dis- 
franchising and the test-oath clauses. 

| speak of this in the outset in order that the 
Hfouse, as 1 presume but few members have 
examined these papers, may know that gen- 
erally there was not much fault found with the 
election in Virginia ; it was as fair an election 
and as large a vote was polled and the whole 
thing passed off with as much regularity and 
fairness as could reasonably have been ex- 
pected, especially ina State where vote by ballot 
was new to the people. The disfranchisin 
clause in their constitution which was vote 
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|| down wasaclause which provided substantially 
I now move to re- || 


that no man should vote in Virginia who was 
disqualified by the fourteenth amendment from 
holding an office; no man who held an office 


| prior to the rebellion and aided in the rebellion 


should vote. It disfranchises them, not only 


| from holding office, but from the right to vote. 


The test-oath clause was that clause which 


take what is commonly known as ‘‘the test- 
oath’’ or the ‘‘iron-clad oath.’’ Those two 
clauses were voteddown. The oath left in the 
constitution, which all the officers of the State 
were required to take, reads as follows: 

“All persons before entering upon the discharge of 


| any functions as oflicers of this State must take and 








| 
| 


subscribe the following oath or affirmation: 


**T do solemnly swear that I will support and sus- | 


tain the Constitution and laws of the United States 
and the constitution and laws of the State of Vir- 
ginia; that I recognize and accept the civil and 
political equality of all men before the laws, and 
that I will faithfully perform the duty of —— to 
the best of my ability; so help me God.” 


It is also provided in this constitution that— | 


“The General Assembly shall at its first session 
under this constitution enact a general registration 
law; and every person offering or applying to regis- 
ter shall take and subseribe betore the officer charged 
= making a registration of voters the following 
oath: 





a — ———,, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 
I ain not disqualified from exercising the right of suf- 
rage by the constitution framed by the convention 
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the whole constitution and the Legislatyy. 
elected under it fall to the ground. They Mon 
not then members of a Legislature at all, ang 
are not oflicers of the State at all. we do 
approve, then that approval reverts back anq 
covers the election which Congress itself gy. 
thorized, and the members so elected to the 
Legislature are the Legislature of the State o¢ 
Virginia as much as is the Legislature of any 
other State. To hold otherwise, it seems 
me, is to involve us in very absurd contradic. 
tions. Suppose that to-day you exact the tes. 
oath of the members of the Legislature of Vj. 
ginia ; to-morrow we admit the State to rep. 
resentation in Congress; afterward a mem. 
ber of that Legislature dies and a new elec. 
tion is held for his successor, who appears in 
due time to qualify and take his seat, what 
cath is tobe put to him? The State is now jy 
the Union. Manifestly the only oath to be 


required is the oath provided by the consti. 
| tution under which the Legislature has assem. 


which assembled in the city of Richmond on the 3d | 


day of December, 1867, and that I will support and || exacted of any Legislature of any one of the 


defend the same to the best of my ability.’ ” 


bled. You then have the singular spectacle 
presented of members of the same Legislatur, 
taking different oaths. The members of the 


| same Legislature have different qualifications, 


| and are under different obligations. 


It seems 


to me that the bare statement of the matter is 


This constitution, containing these oaths and || 


these provisions, wasadopted by the people of 
Virginia by a majority of 201,441 votes. The 


vote cast for the constitution was 210,577, | 


against the constitution 9,186—a most remark- 
able unanimity. And I will say here that no 
constitution of any of the reconstructed States 
has been adopted by a vote so nearly unani- 


mous as the vote given in this case by the | 


peapte of Virginia. 

The bill now under consideration, reported by 
the Committee on Reconstruction, and which I 
prenaue the members of this House have read, 


suflicient to satisfy any mind that the Attorney 
General was right in the opinion which he 
gave. Besides, the test-oath has not been 


reconstructed States. We have never required 
of any Legislature of any one of those States 
that they should take any oath except that 


|| required by the constitution under which they 


were elected, except in the case of Georgia, 


| which bill was passed a few days since. So 


| much for the test-oath. 


The oath provided in 
the bill under consideration is not the test-oath. 
It is, I believe, substantially the oath conform- 
ing to the fourteenth amendment with reference 
to qualifications for office. 

Mr. WINANS. I would call the gentleman’s 


| attention to the fact that the first section of the 


will remark and ought to remark, in justice | 
to myself, was in some sort acompromise meas- | 


ure. 
that on the first day of this session L introduced 
a joint resolution for the immediate admission 
of the State of Virginia, which contained no 
condition. But I consented to report the bill 
now under consideration, reserving to myself, 
however, and I so gave noticeto the committee, 
the right to oppose the oath which is provided 
in this bill, and perhaps to ask that the bill in 
some verbal particulars might be amended in 
other respects. There has been a question with 
regard to the test-oath in Virginia, and some 
members of this House, I have no doubt, are 
in favor of applying the test or iron-elad oath 
to members of the Virginia Legislature. With 
reference to that allow me to say that after the 
election in Virginia that question was referred 


to the Attorney General of the United States, | : : 
|| yond the provisions of the bill which we passed 


and his opinion I have no doubt the members 
of this House have also read. That opinion 


was indorsed and approved by the President | 


of the United States. The opinion was to this 
effect—without stopping to read it or to incor- 
porate it in my nadine the test-oath 
could not be exacted, but that only the oath 


prnes by the constitution under which the | r : 
'| subsequent Legislatures of Georgia, even under 


,egislature was elected should be imposed upon 


its members; and I am free to say that I con- | 


cur most decidedly in that opinion. 
The Legislature of the State of Virginia is 


It is known to the members of this House | 


bill provides simply for the taking of one of the 
two oaths therein mentioned. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Iwascoming to that, 
Mr. Speaker. As I have said, the oath pro- 
vided for in this bill is not that known as the 
test-oath or the ‘‘iron-clad oath.’’ I will state 


| the difference, as I understand it, between that 
‘| oath and the one provided for in this bill. The 


‘‘iron-clad oath’’ declares in substance that 
the person taking it has never voluntarily borne 
arms against the Government or given aid 
or comfort to its enemies. ‘That is the oath 


| which we take as members of Congress, the 
| oath which all officers of the United States are 


required to take, but not the officers of State 
governments. The oath provided for in the 
bill under consideration is similar in form to 
the language used in the fourteenth amendment, 


| but the ditheulty to my mind is not only that: 


is outside of the oath provided for by the con- 
stitution of Virginia, but that it goes even be- 


the other day for Georgia. ‘The oath which 
we prescribed for members of the Legislature 
of Georgia was required to be taken only on 


| the assembling and qualifying of the first Legis: 
| lature; we provided that that oath should be 


elected under a constitution which this Con- | 


gress has approved and has authorized to be 
ratified by the voters of that State. That Le- 


taken only while the Legislature was being 
purged and purified, but the members of all 


that bill, will be required to take only the oath 
provided for by their State constitution. 

The difficulty, however, with the oath pre- 
scribed in this bill is, that all officers of Vir- 


| ginia, after it resumes its place as a State of 
| this Union, will be required to take another 


gislature isin no sense a provisional Legisla- | 


ture, nor are the members of that Legislature 
in any sense provisional officers. They are 
members of a Legislature just as much as are 
the members of the Legislature of the State of 
Illinois. If Congress fails to approve the con- 
stitution and to ratify the election of these 
members by the admission of the State, then 


oath than that provided in their State constitu: 
tion. I hold, Mr. Speaker, that Congress has 
no power to incorporate into the constitution 
of any State any other oath than the one whic! 
the State itself prescribes, unless we derive the 


| power from the second section of the fourteenth 
| amendment, which authorizes us to enforce the 


provisions of that amendment by appropriate 
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ature sislation. Ifwe have the power under the Mr. LAWRENCE. Has there not always || do so. It only provides that the oath shall be 
are irteenth amendment to prescribe an oath of | been an oath of office ? . ; I administered to the members of the Legisla- 
, and that kind to be taken by the officers of a State Mr. FARNSW ORT H. Yes, sir; but officers || ture when it is convened, and declares that 
re do ‘the Union, then we must make the require- || have not been required to take half a dozen of those who will not take it shall be turned out. 
C and ment alike applicable to all the States ; we have || them. W e have always had an oath of office The members of the Legislatures of Georgia 
f an. xo right to single out one State, and require an || that the officers should support the Constitu- || hereafter are not required to take the oath, nor 
© the th of its officers, without requiring it of the || tion of the United States as well as the con- || any of the officers of the State. And it is in 
te of dicers of any other State. | stitution of the State under which the officer | that respect that this bill differs from the rule 
. any “Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to inquire of the || should hold his office. That is all the oath of || which has been applied to the case of Georgia. 
nS to eptlemay from Illinois whether in his judg- || office that has been required in the past, and || But, Mr. Speaker, I have said enough on the 
adic. ‘pent, after due deliberation, the provision of || Ido not know but that it is all the oath of || subject of the oath. This bill is opposed by 
test ‘he bill as it stands and is interpreted by him- || office we should now require. Instead of that || some members of the House on account of the 
Vir. olfand the members of the committee does || an officer has now not only to swear true alle- || conditions contained in it other than the oath. 
) rep. ot in the first place contravene the express || giance to the United States and to support the || As regards those conditions I can vote for them. 
nem- provision of the fourteenth amendment of the || Constitution of the United States, but we have || They are similar to the conditions which have 
elec. (‘onstitution ; because that amendment specific- || the prescription that he shall take many other || heretofore been imposed upon many of the 
rs in ally provides that the Congress of the United || oaths. A man is not only required to swear || reconstructed States. 1 refer now to the con 
whit States by a two-thirds vote may suspend alto- || to support the Constitution in bulk, but he is || ditions with respect to suffrage and the equal 
ow in gether the requirement of the oath, while this || also required to support it word by word, sec- || rights of the citizens. 
9 be bill proposes that this requirement shall oper- || tion by section, and article by article. [am |} Mr. LOGAN. Will the gentleman yield to 
nsti- ate, notwithstanding any subsequent action of || opposed to these multiplications of test-oaths. || me for a moment? 
sem Congress, upon all future officials of Virginia? || Test-oaths, sir, are always distasteful and un- Mr. FARNSWORTH. Certainly. 
tacle {nd I would inquire further whether beyond ||} popular. In times of peril, in timeofrebellion || Mr. LOGAN. I do not want just now to 
aturi ind above that this bill does not necessarily || and insurrection, test-oaths may be necessary || discuss the question which the gentleman has 
f the mply on its face an attempt on the part of || enough; but after the war has ceased, when || been arguing. But I desire to have a distinct 
ions, -he Congress of the United States to fetter the || the rebellion has been suppressed, when the || understanding as to how the law stands in ref- 
eems ower of the whole people of America, to wipe || people of the insurgent States are prostrate || erence to it. As far as the oath is concerned I 
‘er ig out out every part and parcel of that amend- || at your feet, I am utterly opposed to the mul- || have-no question myself as to its constitution- 
yrney ment. tiplication of test-oaths, which can only have |} ality, and the power of Congress to enforce it. 
h he Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, with- || the effect of excluding the intelligence and || But as regards the provision that the admis- 
been jut going over the entire ground embraced in || wealth of the State from all participation in || sion of Virginiashall depend on the fulfillment 
f the the question of the gentleman from Ohio, but || their government. Upon the wealth and intelli- || of the condition ‘‘ that the constitution of said 
uired treating the question fairly, as I propose to treat || gence of the country we must depend for the || State shail never be so amended or changed 
tates the bill before the House, I will say that the || support of the Government, and that is equally || as,’’ &c., lL would ask the gentleman to explain 
that answer to the first part of his interrogatory || the case in the States lately in rebellion as well || this to my satisfaction: suppose the State of 
they will probably be that the bill also provides that || as the other States. I say that test-oaths are || Virginia was to change the constitution in 
rgia, the officers of the State may take the other || not required by any exigency now existing. violation of this provision of the bill, I ask 
So oath, to wit: an oath that the individual has | Mr. LAWRENCE. This bill does not re- || how he would enforce any penalty on the State, 
ed in been relieved of his disabilities in pursuance || quire any test-oath. It is not what is com- || or what would the penalty be, and what would 
rath. of the fourteenth constitutional amendment. || monly known as the iron-clad test-oath of 1862, || the people of Virginia forfeit if they were to 
orm- This answer to the first part of the gentleman’s || but it merely provides for the taking of an oath || decline to comply with this provision in refer 
ence interrogatory I give for what it is worth, and || with a view to the enforcement of the provis- || ence to changing their State constitution ? 
[ am inclined to think that it is a fair and full || ions of section three of the fourteenth article || What would be the penalty, and how could it 
an’s answer. I wish to state this matter fairly. || ofamendment to the Constitution of the United || be enforced by the Government of the United 
f the My objection to the oath provided for in this || States. I ask the gentleman from Illinois |; States? 
f the bill is based chiefly upon the ground I have || whether he is not in favor of enforcing every Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I do 
named. It is a step beyond any legislation || article of the Constitution of the United States || not propose to discugs that question. I pro- 
that, heretofore adopted by Congress with reference | in every State in the Union, Virginia included? || pose to leave the view which the gentleman has 
pro- to any one of these insurrectionary States. It |} Mr. FARNSWORTH. Certainly I would || suggested with regard to it to go for what it i 
3 the goes beyond even the bill for Georgia which || enforce the Constitution in every State of the || worth. 1 will say this much, however : that the 
state we passed the other day; because it proposes || Union so far asI could, and upon every citizen || conditions contained in this bill are substan 
that o require through all time that every official || of the United States; and, sir, the people of || tially the conditions that are in the constitution 
The f the State of Virginia shall take one or the || Virginia have declared by a majority of more || of Virginia already. 
that other of these oaths. I hold that we have no || than two hundred thousand that every officer || Mr. LOGAN. ‘That is not the point. I do 
orne right to impose an oath other than that pro- || of that State shall take an oath that he will || not doubt that. 1 made the inquiry I did to 
aid posed in the constitution of the State, certainly || support the Constitution of the United States. || elicit an explanation from the gentleman who 
rath unless we make it applicable to all the officers || And that oath is still in the Constitution. || has brought the bill from the Committee of 
the n all the States alike. I distinguish between || They have got to take it. Now, why go farther || Reconstruction, and not with a disposition to 
are legislating for a State before it is admitted into || and incorporate another oath for the people of || antagonize it in any way. 
tate the Union, and legislating for a State when itis || Virginia which you do not apply to everybody || But I want the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
the apon an equal footing with all the other States. || else? || FARNSWORTH] or somebody else to explain to 
m t Mr. LAWRENCK. Will the gentleman || Mr. Speaker, we want something besides || meif the State of Virginia, after being admitted 
ent allow me to ask him a question? ‘| oaths. It has come too much to this, that in || intothe Union, after having her Repreventatives 
at Mr. PARNSWORTH. Certainly. || the South the only question raised with refer- || seated on this floor and sworn in, and their rep 
con- Mr. LAWRENCE. I wishtoinquirewhether || ence to a man’s capacity for office is, can he || resentatives in the Senate sworn in, should after- 
be Congress does not have the power to exact || swear? If we ask about such a one, has he || ward byaconstitutional convention change its 
ssed from every officer of every State an oath which || brains, has-he intelligence to legislate for the || constitution in the particulars referred to with- 
Lich will require him to declare that he is eligible 1 people of the country, the answer is, ‘‘no || out anything in the Constitution of the United 
ture under section three of the fourteenth article of || matter as to that; he can swear.’’ If we ask, || States requiring such a change—I say I want 
yon amendments to the Constitution of the United || has he got morality, honesty, and integrity, || some one to explain to me what the penalty 
gis: States? If that be so, if Congress can require || as displayed in his social relations and financial || would be in such a case and how it would be 
| be it of every State in the Union, can we not re- || transactions, the answer again is, ‘‘no matter || enforced. 
eing quire it of Virginia? I ask, further, whether || astothat; he can take the test-oath.”’ Mr. LAWRENCE, If the gentleman from 
* ali the oath required in this bill is not precisely | Mr. LAWRENCE. Will the gentleman || Illinois [Mr. Farnsworri] will yield to me I 
\der the oath which enforces the third section of the || yield to me for a single remark ? will answer his colleague. 
vath lourteenth article of the amendments to the || Mr. FARNSWORTH. Certainly. Mr. FARNSWORTH. I decline to yield. 
Constitution of the United States? || Mr. LAWRENCE. The gentleman says we Mr. LOGAN. Ido not care who it is that 
pre- Mr. FARNSWORTH. The billitselfanswers || have not enforced this oath in any other State. || gives the answer. I should be glad to getit from 
Vir- the questions of the gentleman from Ohio, ex- } This is not the case. We have enforced it || the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Lawrence. | 
> ol cept that in regard to the power of Congress to || in Georgia; and if so, why not enforce it in Mr. FARNSWORTH. I cannot yield to: 
ther apply an oath to all of the States. Thatis not | Virginia? any side discussions. Heretofore we hav 
itu: proposed to be done by this bill, and I willnot || Mr. FARNSWORTH. If the gentleman | applied similar conditions to several of th 
has answer it now. It is proposed to single out || had listened to my remarks he would have dis- || reconstructed States. I think itis the languay: 
on & particular State, which I say we cannot || covered that in what he has just stated he is || of the late learned and able gentleman who 
uich do. Mr. Speaker, we have had enough of || in error. We have not enforced this oath in || was one of the Representatives of Pennsylvania, 
the oaths. I think we had better follow the bibli- | Georgia. The bill passed the other day pro- || (Mr. Thaddeus Stevens,) embracing certain 
nth cal injunction and ‘‘ swear not at all.’’ Iam || vides that only the members of the first Legis- || fundamental conditions, which is followed in 
the = favor at rid of these multiplication lature of Georgia shalltake the oath. Ii does || this bill. That language was incorporated in 
iate of test-oaths. I 
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not provide that the officers of the State shall 


several of the bills for admitting others of the 








402 


reconstructed States. 
that in those cases it was provided that their 
Legislatures should by solemn enactment give 
their assent to these conditions. Those bills 
were passed before the assembling of the 
Legislatures of those States. In this case, 
the Legislature having assembled in pursuance 
of law and done all it could do until the State 
was admitted, it is proposed to make these 
conditions, if I may be allowed the expression— 
[am notcertain that it isappropriate—ez parte. 
We submit the conditions and let the State in 
without requiring the State to give its assent, 
and the effect is left to the courts to determine. 

Mr. LOGAN. Allow me a question right 
there. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Not now. I will 
leave my colleague, who is very learned and 
able, to form his own judgment as to how much 
the condition is worth. 

Mr. LOGAN. Ido not think it worth a snap 
of my fingers. That is my opinion about it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I shall not contro- 
vert the learned opinion of my colleague, but 
| would say this, that the convention which 
framed the constitution, and the people of Vir- 
ginia have themselves, incorporated into their 
constitution substantially the same thing. 

Mr. LOGAN. But the question I ask is 
this: suppose they should take a notion to 
change that constitution? I will say to my 
colleague that I know the constitution of Vir- 
ginia contains precisely this proposition. But 
suppose that after they are admitted on an 
equality with all the other States and with all 
the rights and privileges of other States they 
should conclude to change these provisions of 
their State constitution ; then I ask what the 
penalty would be, and how it could be enforced 
if they should change it? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have already an- 

wered my colleague as far as it is necessary. 

Mr. LOGAN. No; but I want it answered 
hy some member of the committee. 

Mr. LAWRENCE, I can answer. 

Mr. COX. I will answer the gentleman. 

Mr. LOGAN. I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio [ Mr. Lawnewont will be permitted to 
answer. 

Mr. COX. Put the bayonet into them. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I am ready to answer it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I cannot yield for 
that purpose. I was going on to say that in the 
constitution of Virginia, in the article with 
reference to future changes in the constitution, 
it is provided that— 

“No amendment or revision shall be made which 
shall deny in any way or in any way impair the right 
of suffrage or any civilor political right conferred 
by this constitution, except for causes which shall 
apply to all persons and classes without distinction.”’ 

Now, with that constitution already adopted 
by the people of Virginia I leave it to the mem- 
bers of the House to determine whether the 
provisions with regard to changes in their con- 
stitution hereafter are of binding force or not. 
But this I can say with safety, that this clause 
does no harm. I submit to my learned and 
eloquent colleague [Mr. Locan] that if the 
clause in controversy has no binding force, and 
if the Government is powerless to enforce it, 
putting it into the act for the admission of the 
State can do no possible harm. 

Mr. LOGAN. Let me ask the gentleman 
another question ; and I want him to under- 
stand that | am not antagonizing the bill, but 
merely asking for information. iit will do no 
harm I want to know whether ié will do any 
good? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
has already asked. 

Mr. LOGAN. If it will do no harm or good 
where is the necessity of putting it in? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. That has been in- 
quired also. 

Mr. LOGAN. I want to state my proposi- 
tion. I maintain that if you admit the State 
and receive their representatives in both Houses 
of — ress, and declare that Virginia is a State 
in the 


That the gentleman 
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The difference is this, || 


ditions you put in your act of declaration; she 
| will have the same rights that any other State 
| in the Union has, and your conditions will 
| amount to nothing whatever unless you have 
some power to enforce them and have some 
|| penalties for their violation. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman has 
| already repeated that, I believe, and it is not 
necessary to rediscuss it. 


| stated, so that it may be understood. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. This clause in the 
bill does no harm, and it is in accordance with 
the provisions of their own constitution. If 
we have no power to enforce it it does no harm. 

Now to the main question. Is the State of 
Virginia entitled, under the circumstances, to 
be represented in Congress? I have detailed to 
the House, I think with sufficient particularity, 
the history of the formation and adoption of 
the constitution of the State of Virginia. The 
act of Congress contained this clause, ‘‘ that the 


deemed final or operate as a complete restora- 
| tion thereof until their action respectively shall 
| be approved by Congress.’’ ‘The act further 

provided that at the time of the election on the 
| constitution the voters of the State should elect 

a Legislature, members of Congress, and State 
| officers—this they have done—and that the 
Legislature, when assembled, should ratify the 
fifteenth article of amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. This also has been 
done. Therefore—and I desire the members 


| Virginia has complied to the letter with every 
requirement and condition of that act. And 
of all the reconstructed States no one cf them 
has come up apparently with more alacrity and 
cheerfulness in adopting a constitution and 


the State of Virginia. 
There are men who think that the State of 





I hope we will not 


keep faith with Congress. 
When 


set Virginia an example of bad faith. 


these unreconstructed States should do to be 


| that if they did what we there provided, and if 
| Congress should approve of what they might 
‘| do under that act, they should be admitted to 


| ear and break it to the hope? 
| Mr. LOGAN. Has Virginiadone it? That 
is the question. . 
|| Mr. FARNSWORTH. She has done it. 
| Mr. LOGAN. Then thatis all that you have 
| to do. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have said that Vir- 
| ginia has complied to the letter with what we 
required. Do not letus set an example of bad 
faith by refusing to do what we by implication 
promised todo. Ihave hopesof Virginia. It 
is a grand old State with all its sins. I need 
_ not repeat what Virginia has given to this na- 
| tion, either in illustrious names or in territory. 
| Living myself in a State which was given to 
| the Government of the United States by the 
| Commonwealth of Virginia, I have a right to 
_ know and to appreciate that noble act of the 
| State of Virginia. I need not mention that 
long list of illustrious names given tothe nation 
| by the State of Virginia. It should be remem- 
bered by this House that the voters of the State 
of Virginia, in the spring of 1861, by a ma- 
| jority of over sixty thousand in favor of the 
Union, refused to ratify the ordinance of seces- 
' sion. There was a leaven of unionism then 
| left in the State when none but whites voted. 
Over sixty thousand majority of the white men 
of Virginia, in the spring of 1861, voted against 
secession and disunion. True it is that the 
arrogant and domineering efforts of those mad- 











Tnion, it makes no difference what con- || men who were determined to take the State 


Mr. LOGAN. I merely wish togetit squarely | 


| proceedings in any of said States shall not be | 


| of the House to bear it in mind—the State of | 


conforming to the acts of Congress than has | 


Virginia should be still kept out of Congress, || 
that we should be in no hurry to let that State | 
in; who fear that the State of Virginia will not | 


we passed the act of last spring providing what | 


entitled to representation in Congress, did we | 
| not by the last clause of that act say in effect | 


| representation in Congress? We did say that. | 
| Now shall we keep the word of promise to the | 
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out of the Union finally prevailed. Ang y, 
will sometimes see one active, ugly man 
community make the whole community 1, m 
or less incendiary, house-breaking, and oi,... 
| to highway robbery. He will control a grea: 
many others by his bad influence. So tho, 
bad men in Virginia at length drove the six;, 
thousand majority into the support of gece, 
sion, aud poor Virginia was made the bats), 
ground of the rebellion. Her fertile fie), 
| were laid waste; her fences were burned - c 
| cattle were taken by the commissary ; the »,. 
sources of her labor were exhausted ; her peo 
»le were rendered poor and prostrate, and » 
fongth they fall down before us and say, *|,,; 
us be restored to the Union, and give us peace.’ 

A committee of the Legislature of Virgiy\, 
has appeared before the Reconstruction Co», 
mittee and has pledged the Legislature of tha, 
State—the pledge is in writing and in print j; 
| a document which I hold in my hand—pledge 
| the Legislature of that State to keep faith ay, 
to carry out every provision of that constit, 
| tion. ‘he declaration of Governor Walkey. 
| the Governor-elect of that State, made befor, 
|| the committee, is also in print in this same do, 
|| ument. Now, sir, it seems to me that unde 

all these circumstances it does not behoove thy 
|| Congress of the United States to keep the Stat 
of Virginia longer excluded from represents 
tion in Congress. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. PAINE. Mr. Speaker, I shall endeayo; 
before I am through to characterize in fitting 
| terms the remarkable conduct of the gentlema: 
from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworta] who has 
charge of this bill, and who, being intruste: 
with its management before the House as « 
friend and supporter of the measure, has se 
fit to attempt to strangle it in its birth. 

I am about to give my reasons for supporting 
the Virginia bill presented by the Committe 
on Reconstruction with all its fundamental con 
ditions. Why have we inserted in the bill th 
condition affecting the common schools? 
will answer that question first. 

‘The men who elected Governor Walker man 
ifested during the canvass a most intense ani 
bitter hostility to the common-school systen 
and the system of county organization provided 
for in the new constitution of Virginia. Thes: 
two systems are intimately connected together. 
The fate of the school system hangs on the ex: 
cution of the provisions relating to the county 
organization. <A vigorous effort was made to 
induce the President to submit these provision 
to a separate vote of the people. Of cours 
the effort failed. It is hard for a northern 
man able to appreciate the benign influences 
of common schools upon the fortunes of a free 
|| Republic to contemplate this ‘‘ chivalrous 

hostility to the education of the people withou! 

unspeakable disgust. Governor Walker was 
supported and elected by the masses who stooi 

|| in the ranks of the late rebellion. Outside 0! 
those ranks he had not, he has not now, a cor: 
oral’s guard of supporters. He would have 
nad no Republican votes at all but for a vague 
impression that the sympathies of the President 
were in that struggle opposed to the loyal 
people of Virginia. The Democratic party 

| abandoned Mr. Withers, the candidate of thei 
choice, because they understood that Governo! 


given 














Walker, although a northern-born man and & 
resident of a northern State, had opposed the 
Government during the rebellion, and because, 
in his speech at Liberty, in Bedford county, he 
had given them a pledge in thees words, whic! 
I read from the address of their State centra! 
committee : 

If the constitution expurgated shall be adopte! 
and you have elected your State ticket and your Le 
gislature, you may proceed at once to propose suc® 
amendments to the constitution as will clear it of al! 
itsdangerous characteristics. The county organization 
need never be enforced. If I am elected witha Legis- 
lature not Radical it never will be put in operation. 


This address was dated May 29, 1869. The 
election was held on the 6th day of July, 150”. 
Mr. Porter, one of the Representatives-elec' 
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on Virginia, stated to the Committee on Re- 
onstruction on the 9th day of last December, 
the presence of Governor Walker, that this 
ech was reported by a gentleman who is 
his private secretary, and that Governor 
.y had never denied it over his own signa- 
core, General BurLerasked Governor Walker | 
hether he had ever publicly contradicted that 
sech. The reply of Governor Walker was, 
io not know whether I ever did or not.’’ I 
“ret, sir, that Governor Walker, without the 
‘thority of the committee, should have sup- 
sed this question of General BurLer and his 
vn answer thereto in the publication of papers 
elating to Virginia ordered by this House. 
Mr. Speaker, Governor Walker must do one 
two things; he must either nullify the 
yunty and school systems of Virginia, or he 
must cheat the men who elected him. Which 
f these two things he will do L leave those to 
redict who are better acquainted than [ am | 
with his virtues and his vices. But one thing 
we can all see, that as between Democrats it 
would be vastly easier for a Virginian like Mr. 
Withers to deal justly with these school and 
ounty questions than for a northern man like 
Mr. Walker. The former already enjoys the con- | 
fidence of his party and is comparatively free ; 
the latter is on trial. He will win or lose the 
confidence of his party by keeping or breaking 
the pledges he has made. He acts under that | 
restraint which suspicion always :mposes. 
Again, sir, it was admitted on all hands that 
up to the present time colored men, although | 
admitted to juries in the United States courts 
if Virginia by Chief Justice Chase, have been | 
excluded by local judges from all other juries 
in that State. Iam ata loss to understand how 
the district commander could have permitted | 
such a gross violation of the fourteenth amend- | 
ment of the Constitution of the United States. 
Before the Committee on Reconstruction Gov- 
ernor Walker excused the judges who swept 
the colored men from Virginia juries on the 
ground that the old constitution of Virginia 
excluded them. butthe loyal men of Virginia | 
apprehend that if the I’ederal Constitution has 
not proved efficacious for the maintenance of 
this right the new constitution of Virginia will 
also fail. And, sir, when I consider: that up 
to the present hour the Democrats of Virginia | 
have been able, even under military rule, to 
nullify that provision of the Federal Consti- | 
tution which forbids the enforcement of any 
law which shall abridge the privileges or immu- 





norimpaired. The question with General Canby 
7 


was, whatis thelaw? The question with us is, 
what is the Constitution? The question en- 
countered by General Canby was one of over- 


| shadowing importance and surrounded by the 


greatest difficulties ; but he grappled with it in 
the spirit of a patriot and statesman, and with 


such strength as must, when fully understood, 


challenge the admiration of the loyal people of 
this Republic. In his communication to B. W. 


Gillis, dated June 26, 1869, he Says: 





| authority of the United States 
| control, or supersede the same;’ 


“T have uniformly held that members of the Gen 
eral Assembly and State officers to be elected on the 
6th proximo would be required to take, before enter 
ingupon theduties of their offices,the oath prescribed 
by the law of July 2, 1862, unless the constitution 
should first be approved by Congress or the oath be 
otherwise dispensed with by law.” * . 

**The sixth section of the law of March 2, 1867, 
provides ‘that until the people of the said rebel 
States shall be by law admitted to representation in 
the Congress of the United States any government 


|| which may exist therein shall be deemed provisional 


only, and in all respects subject to the paramount 
to abolish, modify, 


‘and the ninth section of the law of July 19, 1867, 
imposes an additional qualification upon the oflicers 
by requiring that they shall take the oath of office 
prescribed by the law of July 2, 1862. 

“Under the original law of March 2, i867, section 
five, it was in the power of the district commander to 
prescribe an oath of oflice conforming to the con 


| ditions of eligibility preseribed by that section, and 


this in fact was done by several of the district com- 
manders—in this district by general orders No. 9, of 
April 5, 1867—and these oaths continued in force 
until they were superseded by the oath required by 
the law of July 19, 1867. That law placed the sub- 
ject beyond the discretion and control of the district 
commander, and he cannot now prescribe or adopt 
any different oath without disregarding or annulling 
& positive and controlling law. I have heretofore 
held and do now hold that the approval by Congress 
of any proposed constitution makes it a part of the 
reconstruction laws, and, tothe extent that Congress 
directs or authorizes any action under it in advance 


| of the admission of the State, dispenses with the 


provisions of any previous laws that conflict with it. 
ln all other respects the constitutions and the gov- 


| ernments organized under them remained inopera- 


| for the State of Virginia. 


nities of citizens of the United States, I cannot || 


deny or doubt that the demand of guarantees | 
on this point is reasonable and just. 

I would impose the condition that General 
Canby’s appointees shall perform their func- 
tions during the transition from military rule 
toa State government. And why? Because 
[ would blast in the bud that devilish scheme 
of Governor Walker’s supporters, over whom 
he will have no more control in the executive | 
chair of Virginia than in Libby prison, to avail 
themselves of certain peculiarities of the so- 
called ‘‘ schedule’ of the convention to smug- 
gle back into power, during the transition 
period, the old rebel State officers themselves. 

The question whether Congress ought by new 
legislation to exact this or that oath from the 
Legislature of Virginia has been most strangely 
confounded with another and essentially differ- 
ent question—the question whether General | 
Canby was authorized or required to do this by | 
acts heretofore passed. The duty of the district 
commander under the law is one thing, the duty 
of Congress under the Constitution is another 
thing. Between these questions there is no | 
necessary connection. (rant, if you will, that 
under the reconstruction laws neither General 
Canby nor any other officer had authority to 
apply to the Legislature of Virginia the test- | 


tive until all 
satisfied.’’ 


the conditions of restoration were 


On the 10th day of July last General Canby 


| transmitted to the War Department a dispatch, 


parts of which I will now read to the House : 


ILEADQUARTERS First Mivitary DistRIcr, 
STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
RicHMOND, VirGrntA, July 10, 1869. 
Str: I have the honor to transmit, for the inform- 
ation of the General of the Army, a copy of the cor- 
respondence with different persons in this State in 


|| relation to the qualifications of voters upon and 


officers to be elected under the proposed constitution 
But two material points 
are involved in these questions: 

1. The alleged conflict between certain provisions 
of these laws, as they apply both to voters and offi 
cers, and the Constitution (article fourteen of the 


|| amendments) of the United States. 


2. The legal effect of the ratification of the pro- 


| posed constitution by the people of the State, and 


the action required by the fifth section of the act ap- 
proved April 10, 1869. 

Upon the first I have held that even if there be 
such conflict, and this may be seriously questioned 


| as to the States not represented in the Congress of 





|| the United States, the question is one over which 


the district commander has no control, and must be 
left for appropriate legislative action or judicial de- 
termination; and upon the second, that the approval 
by Congress of any proposed constitution is a funda 

mental condition of the reconstruction laws, and 
until that condition is satisfied the constitution re 

mains inoperative and wholly subordinate to the 
provisions of the laws under which it was framed 

that these laws determine the qualifications of offi 

cers, and until they are dispensed with by law or 
cease to operate in pursuance of law they must be 
enforced. - . * , That the obligation 
imposed by the Constitution and the third section of 
the law of June 1, 1789, could be satisfied only by an 
oath or affirmation prescribed by the laws of the 
United States, and that until the oath prescribed by 
the proposed State constitutions were approved b; 


# 


| Congress, they were not the prescribed oaths, and 


oath of 1862, or the oath modeled upon the || 


fourteenth amendment, or any other oath, and | 
still the power of Congress by new legislation | 
to impose either of these oaths or any other 


|| did not legally impose obligations or involve penal- 


ties. I have been unable to find anything in the sub- 
sequent legislation of Congress to warrant any dif- 
ferent conclusion as respects this State. On the 
contrary, the joint resolution of February 6 and 18, 
1869, and the passage of the law of April 10, 1869, 
before the approval of the constitution by Congress, 
and without Gapweaine with the requirement of the 
ninth section of the law of July 19, 1867, or prescrib- 
ing another form of oath, appears to express very 
clearly the intention of Congress that this require- 
ment should be enforeed. ‘ 4 . . 
The alleged anomaly of requiring the oath of office 
prescribed by the law of July 2, 1867, after article four- 
teen became a part of the Constitution of the United 


oath upon that Legislature is neither destroyed !! States, is a matter over which the district commander 
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has no control. The law has not been repealed and 
1as been modified by the law of July 11. 1888. only 
far as it affects persons whose disabilities have hee 
removed by Congress, and it is still enforced gai 
all, inelading those who have never ineurred any 
disabilities, who may be appointed to office under thi 
Government of the United States. 

Until the proposed constitution for Virginia h 
been approved there are no other oaths or affirm 
tions prescribed by law tor persons appointed 
aectel to office in that State; and Ido not see hoy 
the obligation imposed by the Constitution of the 
United States and the law of June 1, 1789, ean be satis 
fied without taking the oath prescribed by the law : 
July 2, 1862, or in the case of persons whose disabi! 
ities have been removed, that of July 11, L868. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. R. 8S. CANBY, 
Brevet Major General Commanding 
The Apsurant GENERAL, Washington, D. (. 





This dispatch was dated four days after the 
election held under our last reconstruction act 
of April 10, 1869. In that election the peo 
ple who had participated in the late rebellion 
had triumphed over the loyalists of Virginia. 
Banded together under the guise of conserva 
tism, and making use of a northern man as a 
gubernatorial candidate, they had been success 
ful in the first act of their plot to restore the 
State government tothe very same hands which 
had hauled down the national flag and plunged 
the State into the vortex of secession in 1861. 
And while exacting and obtaining pledges which 
satisfied themselves from their new Governor, 
who was not, like the other carpet-baggers, 
soldier left stranded on the shores of Virginia by 
the receding waves of war, but only a civil waif 
thrown upon her sacred soil by some strang: 
wind of fortune at the close of the rebellion, 
they had at the same time been able to allay 
the apprehension, not only of the executiv: 
branch of the Government, but even of the 
northern people themselves. A final and com 
plete victory seemed almost within their grasp. 
But one obstruction stood across their track. 
That was the accursed test-oath of Genera! 
Canby. And, sir, day and night the roads from 
Virginia to Washington were dusty with th 
anxious feet of the scions of the first familie 
hurrying hither with conservative carpet-bag 
gers to supplicate the President to put thato» 
struction out of the way. The result was th 
remarkable correspondence to which [ now in 
vile the attention of the House. I read, si: 
from pages 25 and 26 of the printed documen 
relating to the test-oath in Virginia: 
Confidential. 
HeapQuARTERS ARMY OF THE UNITED Srares, 
W asuiInGTon, D.C., July 30, 1869. 
(;ENERAL: The President has submitted the whole 
question as to whether the members of the Legisla- 
ture‘elected for Virginiaare required to take the test- 
oath upon being qualified to take their seats, He 
wishes you todefer the promulgation of the results 
of the recent election till you have the decision of 
the Attorney General, and in case his opinion de that 
the test-oath is necessary, then to defer the promul- 
gation about one month before the meeting of the 
national Congress, so that the law may be modified 
that members-elect of the State Legislature may take 
their seats and proceed to business. ous ie. 
Yours, Xc., W.T. 5. 
General E. R. 8. Cansy 


Heapquartresrs First Mititary District, 
Srate or VirGryra, RicuMonp, Virernia, 
July 31, 1869. 

GENERAL: [ have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your confidential communication of yester- 
day in relation to the test-oath in Virginia. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. R. 8. CANBY, 
Brevet Major General Commanding. 
(reneral W. T. SHerMan, er" 
Commanding the Army, &c., Washington, D.C. 

This correspondence is remarkable, because 
while it plainly enough shows that the Presi- 
dent believed that if the reconstruction laws 
did require the administration of the oath of 
July, 1862, to the Legislature of Virginia these 
laws ought to be so modified as to dispens: 
with that oath, it also shows that we have a 
President who when he calls upon his Attor 
ney General for an opinion expects not an 
opinion manufactured to order to suit the preju- 
dice or purpose of the President, but an opinion 
framed in accordance with the untrammeled 


| convictions of the Attorney General himself ; 


and, sir. this short confidential note from the 
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(jeneral of the Army to the district commander 
in Virginia wonderfully confirms my confidence 
in the wisdom and integrity of the present ex- 
ecutive administration of our Government. 
Well, sir, the Attorney General in due time 
rendered judgment in the case submitted ; in- 
deed, he rendered two jadgments. One was 
pronounced on the 28th day of August last, and 
the other on the 25th of September, nearly a 
month later. In the first he concludes that the 
Legislature of Virginia, without taking the test- 
oath, can act on the fifteeenth amendment, but 
can do no other thing. In the second, after 
a month’s further consideration, he concludes 


that the Legislature can, without taking the | 
the test-oath, do just one other thing, to wit, | 


elect United States Senators to represent the 
future State in this or some other Congress. I 
will read these opinions in full: 


ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Auguat 28, 1869. 

Sie: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of Jaly 27, 1869, in which you request 
my opinion ““upon so much of the questions sub- 
mitted in the letter of the commanding general of 
the first military district,dated the 10th instant, and 
accompanying papers, copies of which are inclosed, 
us refers to the legal qualifications of officers to be 
cleeted under the proposed constitution of the State 
of Virginia, and especiallyupon thequestion whether 
persons elected to office in such State under said 
constitution are required by the supplemental re 
construction act of July 19, 1807, to take and sub- 
xeribe to the oath prescribed or referred to in section 
nine of said net before entering upon the duties of 
their respective oflices.”’ 

(he latter question is the only one indicated with 
uch distinctness as to enable me to be fully satisfied 
that its parport ‘s apprehended, and 1 therefore 
confine my answer to that. 

By the statute of April 10, 1869, the registered 
voters of Virginia were authorized to vote on the 
question of the adoption of a constitution for the 
State, and at the same time to elect officers under it, 
subject to the approval of Congress. The vote has 


heen taken in pursuance of the provisions of the act, | 
and the eleetion held, and some parts of the consti- | 
‘ution submitted have been adopted by the peopie | 


and others rejected. The parts of the proposed con- 
stitution thus adopted, if they shall be approved by 
Congress, will be the constitution of Virginia, under 
which all its officers will be required to act; and the 
qualifications as well as the duties of those officers 
will be determined by it. When Virginia is restored 
to its proper relationsto the country as a State of the 
Union its officers and Legislature will be such as the 
constitution of the State provides, deriving their 
powers from that instrument; and it will clearly not 
be in the power of Congress to impose any require- 
mont of additional qualifications upon them difler- 
ent from those which under the Constitution of the 
United States may be required in all theStates. [f, 
therefore, any tests were to be imposed upon mem- 
bers of the Legislature not provided by the consti- 
tution of Virginia, or any restriction imposed upon 
the people of the State in their choice of officers not 
recognized by it and not made applicable under the 


legitimate power of Congress to all the States, the | 
Legislature and officers would not, in my epinion, | 
be the Wegislature and officers of Virginia under its | 


constitution. Ido not see that Congress ean under- 


take to furnish the State with a suitable Legislature | 


to start with, or to exercise any control over itscom- 
position which could not be exercised over subse- 
quent Legislatures. I am therefore of opinion that 
the oath preseribed by the statute of 1862, and by the 
statute of July 19, 1867, chapter thirty, section nine, 
required to be taken by all persons “cleeted or 
appointed to office in said military districts, wnder 
any so-called State or municipal authority,” is not 
to be required of the officers of the State of Virginia 
or members of the Legislature elected under its new 
constitution. 

lt does not seem to me that the provisions of this 
ninth section, which are applicable to the govern- 


ment of the State under military authority, were | 


intended to apply to the Legislature and officers 
under whom the State is to be restored to its proper 
relations to the Union, and by whom the government 
of the State isto be administered after its restoration. 
This opinion is strongly confirmed by a reference to 
the second section of the same act, which authorizes 
the commander of any district named in the act “to 
suspend or remove from office, or the performance 
of official duties and the exercise of official powers, 
any Officer or person holding or exercising or pro- 
fessing to hold or exercise any civil or military office 
or duty in said district under any power, election, 
appointment, or authority derived from or granted 
by or claimed under any so-called State or the gov- 
ernment thereof,” and to detail a competent officer 
or soldier of the Army to perform such duties. 

It would be impossible to suppose that Congress 
could intend that a Legislature, under the constitu- 
tion of a State, could have its members appointed by 
a detail from soldiers of the Army. The only rea- 
sonable conclusion seems to me to be that it was not 
intended that anysuch Legislature should be allowed 
to exist and act until reconstruction was completed, 
except for the limited and qualified purposes requi- 
site to reconstruction, 











THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


But, on the other hand, [ fully concur with the 


| view of the general commanding in Virginia that 


under the reconstruction acts of Congress no officer 
or legislator is competent or should be permitted to 


| exercise any of the functions or power of his office 


within that State, except so far as those acts them- 
selves provide, without taking the oath which is 


| referred to in the statute of 1867, above quoted. The 


act of April 10, 1869, requires the Legislature to meet 
at a time which it designates. That it isto meet 
implies that it is to come together for some purpose. 
[tisrequired, under the previous law, to act upon the 


| question of adopting the fourteenth amendment to 
| the Constitution of the United States before the ad- 


mission of the State to representation in Congress. 


| Lam of opinion, therefore, thatit may come together, 
organize, and act upon that amendment; but that | 


until Congress shall have approves the constitution 
and the action under it, and shall have restored the 
State to its proper place in the Union by recognizing 


its form of government as republican and admitting | 


it to representation, the Legislature is not entitled, 


and could not without violation of law be allowed to | 


transact any business, pass any act, or resolve, or 


undertake to assume any other function of a Legis- | 
| jature if the test-oath has not been required of its 
and that no officer elected under the new 


members ; J ! 
constitution can enter upon the duties of his office 


without taking the oath while military government 


continues. 

Very respectfully, E. R. HOAR, 
Attorney General. 
Hon. Joun A. Rawurins, Secretary of War. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
September 25, 1869. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of this date, referring to me for my 
opinion a letter addressed to the Secretary of War 
by General Canby, dated September 24, 1869, which 


| asks whether the Legislature of the State of Virginia 


is authorized to elect Senators of the United States 


at the session which commences on the 5th of next || jante ; ] ; , 
, would certs ‘ ’ nt 
month, and desires that that question may be sub- } jects it oul ertainly have been —— 


mitted to the Attorney General for his opinion. 

The general views which I entertain of the func- 
tions of the Legislature of Virginia elected in pursu- 
ance of the provisions of the act of Congress of April 
10, 1869, have already been fully indicated in an opin- 
ion transmitted to the Secretary of War under date 
of August 28, 1869. J came tothe conelusion that the 
members of the Legislature were not required to 
take the oath referred to in section nine of the stat- 
ute of July 19, 1867, in order to qualify them to actas 


such members; that it was competent under the law | 
for the Legislature to meet, organize, and do what- | 
ever was required or allowed by the acts of Congress | 
as preliminary to the reconstruction of the State; | 
but that it was not competent forthem to undertake | 
to enact laws or otherwise to assume any of the func- | 


tions of the government of the State if organized 


without taking the oath above referred to, or if any | 


of its members could not or did not take that oath. 
Upon a careful consideration I am of opinion that 


the election of Senators, like voting upon the four- | 
teenth and fifteenth amendments to the Constitution | 


ot the United States, is a part of the action contem- 
plated by Congress as prelimimary to a restoration 
of the State to its Gall relations to the Government of 
the United States as one of the States of the Union. 
The Senators thus eleeted would have no power or 
authority until the Senate of the United Statesshould 
have passed upon the validity of their election and 
admitted them as members of that body. Under the 
act of April 10, 1869, the election of members of the 
House of Representatives was permitted and has 
taken place, and when Congress comes to act upon 
the whole question or the reconstruction of the State 
it would seem equally proper that members elected 
to both branches of the national Legislature should 
present themselves and be ready for admission to 
seats in the respective Houses. The election of Sen- 
ators does not seem to me to transcend the action 
which comes within thelimited and qualified purposes 
requisite to reconstruction, but rather to be essential 


to the completeness of that aetion, and I think that | 
the military commander should not interfere with or | 


prevent it. 


Very respectfully, E. R. HOAR, 


Attorney General. 
The PRestpEntT. 

The district commander and the Attorney 
General differed then on two points. The 
agreed on all others. Butthe points on whic 
they differed were vital, and decided the con- 
troversy. The district commander believed 
that the Legislature of Virginia could neither 


act upon the fifteenth amendment nor elect | 


United States Senators without first — the 
test-oath. The Attorney General overruled the 
district commander on each of these two points ; 


but they both agreed in the opinion that the | 


Legislature could not, without taking the test- 
oath, perform any other act whatsoever. The 
opinion of the Attorney General prevailed in 
Virginia. Thetest-oath was not administered. 
The Legislature ratified the fifteenth amend- 
ment and chose lJnited States Senators. 

Now, sir, if you will exclude from consider- 
ation all extraneous matter, and go at once to 
the marrow of this controversy, you will find 


| that the real difference between Genera] ( 
_and Mr. Hoar is this: General Canby beliey,. 
| that only by an approval of the Virginia e 


| tution. 
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anby 


stitution would Congress substitute the oath ,: 
that constitution for the test-oath as a pre 
requisite to any legislative action. The Atto,. 
ney General, admitting that, declares that wh, 
Congress by the act of April 10, 1869, autho». 
ized the Legislature to meet and act upon th. 
fifteenth amendment it virtually approved tha, 
State constitution so far as to authorize tha; 
body to act upon the amendment after takin, 
the oath prescribed in the State constitutio,, 
itself. Upon this point I think the Attorney 
General was right. In my judgment when wa 
authorized that Legislature to meet and ag: 
upon the fifteenth amendment we adopted, 
pro hac vice, the oath of office prescribed fy, 
the Legislature of Virginia by the new constity. 
tion of that State. In my judgment we virtually 
declared such action of Virginia should spring 
into life and become of absolute validity as the 


| action of a State Legislature upon the admis 


sion of the State and final approval of her con 
stitution by Congress, or fall dead to the ground 
upon the rejection of the State or the consti. 
In my jadgment the State Legislature 
provided for by our laws had no authority to 
take any action except upon the fifteenth 
amendment, either with or without the test-oath, 
If the district commander had seen fit to permit 
that body of men to legislate upon other sub. 


for him to do so under those provisions of the 
laws enacted for the government of the rebe| 
States which place all offices and officers under 
the absolute control of the district command. 
ers. Without his authority under those laws 
they could do nothing. But the moment they 
should proceed to act under that authority 
they would cease to be the State Legislature 
particularly provided for in the Virginia bill, 
and would become a provisional Legislature, 
a mere legislative council, the creature of the 
will of the district commander. ‘They would, 
of course, in that case be obliged to take th 
iron-clad oath of 1862. 

Let us suppose now that the test-oath had 
been applied to the Virginia Legislature betor 
its ratification of the fifteenth amendment. |: 
is probable that a large number of member: 
would have been evicted by the application o! 
that oath who were eligible under the four- 
teenth amendment. Because, while almost al! 
the whites of Virginia went into the rebellion, 
and so fell under the ban of the iron-clad oath, 
it is certain that notwithstanding the universa! 
mania for office-holding that raged in that 
Commonwealth there were many who never 
held office, for want of offices to hold, and yet 
went into the rebellion. Suppose that General 
Canby had by the imposition of the test-oath 
ejected these men, either filling their seats or 
leaving them vacant, and that afterward Cou- 
gress had approved the constitution ani 
admitted the State to representation in Con- 
gress, what would have become of these evicted 
members? What would have become of their 
successors, if successors had been chosen’ 
The strange phenomenon would be presente( 
of a Legislature turning itself wrong-side out to 
ratify a portion of the fundamental law of thi 
great Republic, and then turning itself right- 
side out to legislate for hog-reeves and pathi- 
masters. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to inquire of my 
colleague in what instance have we required 
the members of the Legislature of any recon- 
structed State to take what he terms the ‘‘test!- 
oath ?”’ 

Mr. PAINE. I have not said that the mem- 
bers of the Legislature of any State have been 
required to take that oath or ought to be re- 

uired todo so. I do not exactly understand 


the pertinence of the question. 

But, Mr. Speaker, does not the same reason- 
ing which establishes the Attorney General's 
position that the Legislature of Virginia could 
act upon the fifteenth amendment without 
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ng the test-oath destroy his position that 
Legislature could choose United States 
Cons also, whether with or without the 
+ oath? We have authorized that Legisla- 
-o to meet and to vote upon the fifteenth 
»epament in advance of our final approval of 
. constitution of Virginia. 
ben aud where have we authorized an election 
¢Seyators in advance of such approval? I 
- che attention of the House to this reasoning 
‘which the Attorney General in his second 


tors 








ich he had taken in his first. 
aw style of logie which was to introduce to 
\ 
urmatory legislation two full-fledged Sen- 
torsfrom Virginia. Irepeat his exact words: 
“Under the act_of April 10, 1869, the election of 
embers of the House of Representatives was per- 
mitted and has taken pines: and when Congress 

mes to act upon the w 10le question of the recon- 
ruction of the State it would seem equally proper 
‘vat members elected to both branches of the na- 
tional Legislature should present themselves and be 
ready for admission to seats in the respective 
ul yuses.”” 


But the trouble is that while the law author- 


ved the election of Representatives it did not | 


uthorize the election of United States Senators, 
ind that ends the argument from the former 
to the latter. 
election of Representatives in July last, instead 

f deferring it until after we had approved the 
onstitution and enacted that the State was en- 
titled to representation ? 
fresh in the recollection of every gentleman 
present who participated in the legislation affect- 
ing the reconstruction of Virginia. We author- 
ized the people of Virginia to vote for Repre- 
sentatives in Congress on the same day on which 


they voted on their constitution and for their | 


State officers, to save them from the trouble and 
expense of two general popular elections when 
only one was necessary. Was there any such 
reason for authorizing the election of United 
States Senators? Of course, in the nature of 
the case, there could be no such reason. The 
\ttorney General’s views of the ‘‘ proprieties”’ 
of the occasion might have been in order as an 
argument addressed to Congress when the bill 
was on its passage last spring, and might pos- 
sibly have induced Congress to insert in the 
law a provision authorizing the election of 
United States Senators; but in the absence 
of any such provision his suggestions will prove 
but a slender substitute for it. 
very fine to have Senators and Representatives 
knocking at our doors before the constitution 
is approved ; but it matters little how very fine 
it would be so long as there is not any law for 

It is true, sir, that we have by law author- 
ized the election of Representatives. But it 
will be time enough for them to come to Wash- 
ington when they are invited by an act of Con- 
gress approving their constitution and declar- 
ing the State entitled to representation. As 
for the Senators, we not only have not invited 
them to present themselves in this Capitol at 
any particular time, but we have not as yet 
even authorized their election. Therefore, I 
would by the new act give to that election the 
validity which it has hitherto lacked. 

_Mr. Speaker, for all legislative acts in Vir- 
ginia except the ratification or rejection of the 
fifteenth amendment and the election of Sen- 
ators the district commander and Attorney Gen- 
eral are agreed that the test-oath is an abso- 
‘utely indispensable prerequisite. It seems to 
me that this position cannot be assailed with 
even the semblance of an argument. I know, 
sir, it has often been said on this floor and 
elsewhere that a contrary doctrine was as- 
serted by certain members of the Fortieth Con- 
gress ina dispatch sent to the Governor of 
Louisiana in 1868, Once for all I wish to deny 
that any such view was asserted or counte- 
hanced by that dispatch. I will read it: 

a WASHINGTON, June 30, 1868. 
To Governor Warmortu, New Orleans : 


: We think that persons disqualified under the four- 
teenth article of the amendment to the Constitution 


neress without subsequent retroactive and | 


Then, why did we permit the | 


It might be all | 


But how and | 


' 
| 


ion attempts to escape from the position | 
This is the | 
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of the United States are not eligible to your Legis- 
lature. This is to be determined by the respective 
Houses, but no oath can be imposed except the oath 
prescribed by the State constitution. 
JAMES F. WILSON, 
Chairman Judiciary Committee. 
GEORGE 8. BOUTWELL, 
J. F. FARNSWORTH, 
H.E.PAINE, 
Reconstruction Committee. 
It was our joint work and was drawn with 
very great care. It was sent, not to the dis- 
trict commander, but to the newly-elected Gov- 
ernor of Louisiana. It was sent not before but 
five days after the enactment of the law by 
which the Louisiana constitution was approved, 
By that approval the oath prescribed in the 
State constitution in pursuance of the four- 


teenth amendment had been substituted for the ' 
| iron-clad oath of 1862. 


My conclusion, therefore, is that General 
Canby was right when he permitted the Vir- 
ginia Legislature to vote on the fifteenth amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States, 


| but was technically wrong when he permitted 


that Legislature to choose United States Sen- 
ators. So much for the action of the district 
commander. The most important question 
still remains, what shall Congress now do ? 
Mr. Speaker, I deeply regret to perceive the 
same miscenception or misstatement of the 
scope of the measures pending in the House 
for the admission of Virginia which marked our 
late debate on the Georgia bill. Gentlemen 


¥ '| on both sides of the House seem to understand 
Sir, the reasons are || 


the question now to be whether the iron-clad 
oath of July 2, 1862, shall or shall not be im- 
posed upon the Legislature of Virginia. So 
the opponents of the last Georgia billseemed tc 


| understand the question to be whether that iron- 


|| despair to shake off. 
| such monster in that Georgia bill. 


clad oath should or should nat be imposed upon 
the Legislature of Georgia. ‘‘ The test-oath !”’ 
was ringing in our ears from the beginning of 
that debate to its end. 
up every speech, almost every paragraph. The 
test-oath was the nightmare on their affrighted 
souls which they struggled with the energy of 


| such monster in this Virginia bill which has 


been reported from the Committee on Recon- 
struction. 


member of any State Legislature, or as an executive 
or judicial officer of any State, to support the Consti- 
tution of the United States, shall ce engaged in 
insurrection or rebellion against the same or given 
aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress 
may, by a vote of two thirds of cach House, remove 
such disability.” 


This is the text ofthe test-oath prescribed by 


the act of July 2, 1862: 


**L do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have never 
voluntarily borne arms against the United States 
since I have been a citizen thereof; that I have vol- 
untarily given no aid, countenance, counsel, or en- 
couragement to persons engaged in armed hostility 
thereto; that I have never sought nor accepted, nor 
attempted to exercise the functions of any oflice 
whatever under any authority or pretended author- 


| ity in hostilityto the United States; that I have not 


This devil’s lantern lit | 


But, sir, there was no | 
There is no | 


| The oath which covers the ground of the | 
| third section of the fourteenth amendment of 


the Constitution of the United States is one 


| thing ; the oath prescribed by the act of July, 


| organic law of our country. 


| your Legislature.”’ 


1862, is another thing. 


The oath prescribed | 


by the act of 1862 is the work of our hands, | 


and our hands may reject it ordestroyit. But, 
sir, the qualification prescribed by the third 
section of the fourteenth amendment of the 
Federal Constitution is not the work of our 
hands ; it has been written by the people in the 
fundamental law of this Republic. To us is 
given the power, on us is laid the duty of en- 


forcing that constitutional provision by appro- | 


priate legislation. We shall be false to our Con- 


stitution, we shall be false, sir, to our solemn | 
oaths, if we knowingly permit any State to | 


trample under foot this requirement of the 


amendment provides that no man who swore 
to support the Iederal Constitution and after 
that became a traitor shall hold an oflice, l’ed- 


vides that no traitor shall hold a Federal office, 
whether he ever swore to support the Consti- 
tution of the United States or not. 

Now, sir, we do not say to these people of 
Virginia, ‘‘No traitor shall occupy a seat in 
But we say to them, *‘ No 
man who first swore fealty to the I’ederal Con- 
stitution and then rebelled against it sball 
have a seat in your State Legislature.’’ This 
is the exact text of the constitutional pro- 
vision : 

* ARTICLE XIV. 
**Sec. 3. No person shall be a Senator or Rep 


The fourteenth | 


| eral or State; but the act of July, 1862, pro- | 


resentative in Congress, or elector of President and | 
Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, | 


under the United States or under any State, who 
having previously taken an oath as a member of Con- 
gress, or as an officer of the United States, or asa 


yielded a voluntary support to any pretended gov- 
ernment, authority, power, or constitution within 
the United States hostile or inimical thereto. And 
| do further swear (or affirm) that to the best of my 
knowledge and ability I will support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States against all enemies 
foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and 
allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation 
freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of 
evasion, and that I will well and faithfuliy discharge 
the duties of the office on which I am about to enter: 
so help me God.”’ 


The oath of our bill is in these words: 


**T do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have never 
taken an oath as a member of Congress, or as an 
oflicer of the United States, or as a member of any 
State Legislature, or as an executive or judicial offi- 
cer of any State, to support the Constitution of the 
United States, and thereafter engaged in insurr ec- 
tion or rebellion against the same, or given aid or 
comfort te the enemies thereof ;”’ or, “I do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I have been relieved from dis- 
ability by an act of Congress as provided for by the 
third section of the fourteenth article of the amend- 
menis of the Constitution of the United States.” 


Sir, | have no doubt that we would have 
been justified in going still further and adopt- 
ing the oath of the Georgia bill. I know that 
we were told that the oath imposed on Georgia 
by our act of last month does in facet transcend 
the scope of the third section of the fourteenth 
amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States. And I was sorry, sir, to hear my 
friend from Ohio, the chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee, in his speech against the bill to 
promote the reconstruction of the State of 
Georgia, lend his eloquent voice to such unjust 
denunciations of that measure. They denounce 
it as transcending the fourteenth amendment 
in its reach and scope. But there are facts in 
the history of Virginia well known to these 
gentlemen which should, I think, deter them 
from urging any objection to the oath in the 
bill now pending before the House. Let us 
recall those facts. 

The constitutional provision disqualifies for 
| office all who as State or l’ederal officers had 
| sworn to support the Federal Constitution 

and then went into the rebellion. The oath 
of the Georgia act cuts off all who had held 
State or Federal offices and afterward re- 
belled. Why this difference of phraseology in 
the statute and the Constitution? The reason 
of it is this: when we framed the fourteenth 
amendment in the Thirty-Ninth Congress we 
had in mind that clause of the sixth article of 
the original Constitution which requires all 
l"ederal and State officers to take an oath or 
aflirmation to support the Constitution of the 
United States; so we had when we framed 
the reconstruction act of March 23, 1867. We 
assumed that this injunction of the Constitu- 
tion had been obeyed in the South, as we knew 
it had been obeyed in the North. We took it 
for granted that in the South as in the North 
all State officers had sworn to support the 
national Coastitution ; and so we provided in 
the fourteenth amendment that all who as such 
' oflicers had sworn to support the Constitution 
and then became traitors should be disquali- 
fied for office. That provision, sir, construed 
in the light of the sixth article, was tanta 
mount to a provision that all such officers who 
became rebels should be disqualified for office. 
Will the eloquent chairman of the Judiciary 


|| Committee deny that? Well, then, it was after- 


ward charged that in this very State of Vir- 
ginia before the rebellion the sixth article 
had been in practice often, if not habitually, 
| disregarded ; that officers of the State had 
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omitted to take an oath to support the Federal 
Constitation. No man understands what I now 
state better than the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. The old constitution 
and code of Virginia gave color to this charge. 

‘The constitution adopted in 1851, andin force 
when the rebellion broke out, contained no 
specific allusion to any oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States. Section 
nine of the schedule did require the members 
of the Legislature to take the oath of fidelity to 
the Commonwealth and the other oaths of of- 
fice required by the laws then in force. The 
code of Virginia in force down to the outbreak 
of the rebellion contained the forms of three 
oaths to be administered to officers in that 
State. The first was the oath of fidelity to the 


Commonwealth of Virginia; the second was the | 


oath which related to dueling; the third was in 


these. words, ‘‘I swear that I will faithfully | 


perform the duty of my oftice to the best of my 
kill and judgment: so help me God.’’ No 
where is the form of an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States to be found 
in that code. Itis true that the last section of 


‘| under consideration, I can easily see why gen- 


the chapter on oaths and bonds does provide | 


that an officer who neglects to take either of 
the three prescribed oaths, or an oath to sup- 


'iron-clad oath; it is not the oath of July 2, 
| 1862; but it is based upon the third section of 


| ever. 


port the Constitution of the United States, || 


shall, to use its precise words, forfeit not less 
than $100 nor morethan $1,000, But, in the 
first place, the oath was nota prerequisite to the 
exercise of the oflice; in the second place, the 
punishment for omitting it, if ever inflicted, 
was merely nominal; and finally, the chapter 
is so arranged, I know not whether as the result 
of stupidity or design, as effectually to conceal 
the national oath. The chapter has this head- 
ing, ‘What oaths officers generally take ;’’ 
and to this heading are prefixed references to 


sections one, two, and three, and to no other | 


sections. ‘These sections contain the 
prescribed oaths to which I have already re- 
ferred. 


States. Now, sir, what excuse could we give 
for permitting this violation of the sixth article 
to be made a pretext for a violation of the four- 
teenth amendment? Is one unpunished viola- 
tion of the Constitution to be the means of 
effecting another successful violation of that 
instrument’? If this charge is untrue, if no 
civil oflicersin Virginia did before the rebellion 
refuse or neglect to swear to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States, then the peculiar 
phraseology of the oath in the Georgia bill, 


which I think we should adopt in this case, will || : : ly qu 
| exempt from any disqualification for office. 


reach nobody who would not be also reached 
by the oath if couched in the precise language 
of the fourteenth amendment, and so nobody 
will be harmed. 

But suppose there is truth in the charge, 
what then? Shall the people of Virginia avail 
themselves of this, their own wrong, to evade 
and nullify the third section of the fourteenth 
amendment? Shall men be permitted to hold 
otlice by swearing that they did not, after taking 
un oath as State officers to support the Federal 
Constitution, become traitors, if in fact they 
became traitors after they had insolently tram- 
pled on that Constitution by holding State 


three | 


They contain no allusion to any oath | 
to support the Constitution of the United | 


|| tion, then, which they offer us to-day is on this 
| point essentially different from that which the 


otlices without swearing to support it? Is such | 
puerile work as this the ‘‘ appropriate legisla- | 


tion’? for the enforcement of the fourteenth 


amendment of the Constitution of the United | 


States? Is this trick to succeed in this Cani- 
tol? Has it defenders on this floor? Has it 
even apologists on this side of the House? Is 
the Legislature of Virginia to be permitted so 


|| tion of that State, which expressly disqualifies 


to spring beneath the fourteenth amendment | 


« mine charged before the rebellion began? 
Shall their contempt of the sixth article inure 
to their exemption from the operation of the 
fourteenth amendment’? Can we be satisfied 
when they in set phrase swear that they never 
as State officers took the oath, if we know that 
they held the offices and only failed to take the 
om because they were ignorant or careless or 


' of that State or by the Constitution or laws of || 


| laws. 


| ized the President, in his discretion, to submit 


| which was separately submitted. 


| sented for the approval of the Congress of the 
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Al 
Constitution which required them to take it? | 
Shall an oath which means nothing on their 
lips satisfy you now because they laughed your | 
Constitution to scorn before the war began? 
Mr. Speaker, we havea right to impose upon 
the Legislature of Virginia such an oath as will | 
save the substance and spirit of the third sec- | 
tion of the fourteenth amendment. Precisely 
such an oath, sir, was that which we applied | 
to Georgia on the 21st day of the last month. | 
Precisely such an oath would I now propose for 
Virginia if the issues of this contest were in 
my hands. Itis notthetest-oath; it is not the 


the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution 
of the United States. It is the appropriate 
legislation for enforcing that section in Vir- 
ginia; nothing more, nothing less. Sir, when 
you come down to the oath in the bill now 


tlemen on this side of the House should object 
to it as too weak, but how they can object to 
it as too strong, I am at a loss to understand. 
The loyalists of Virginia call for the iron-clad 
oath. The Democrats, under Governor Walker, 
demand to be exempt from all oaths whatso- 
I invoke the careful attention of the 
House to the facts of the case, that gentlemen 
may clearly understand what the consequences 
will be if we impose upon that Legislature no 
oath at all. The constitution of Virginia as it 
came from the hands of the convention con- 
tained two oaths to be administered to the 
Legislature. The first was an oath promising 
support of the Constitution and laws of the 
United States and Virginia and recognizing the 
eiviland political equality of all men before the 
The second was the iron-clad oath of 
By our act of April 10, 1869, we author- 





1862. 


the section which contained this iron-clad oath 
separately to the people for their ratification or 
rejection. He did so submitit. It was rejected 
by the people, as was also one other clause 
The residue 


of the constitution was ratified. The constitu- 


convention framed and which was first pre- 


United States. The Virginia constitution now 
not only contains no iron-clad oath, but con- 
tains no substitute for it. It is even destitute 
of the oath based upon the third section of the 
fourteenth amendment. No man is required 
to swear that he has any qualification or is 


But, sir, by no action of this House have we 
ever directly or indirectly pledged ourselves to 
be content with anything like that. Look at 
the new constitutions of the other southern 
States. In South Carolina every member of 


| the General Assembly must swear that he is 


duly qualified according to the Constitution of 
the United States and of that State to exercise 
the duties of his office. In Arkansas he must 
swear that he is not disfranchised by the Con- 
stitution or laws of the United States or by the 


| constitution of the State of Arkansas; and by 


the eighth article of that constitution all are 
disfranchised who are disqualified by the four- 
teenth amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States. In Florida he must swear that 
he is entitled to hold office under the constitu- 


for office all who are disqualified under the 
fourteenth amendment of the Constitution of 
the United States. In Alabama he must swear 
that he is not disfranchised by the constitution 


the United States; and the seventh section of 
the constitution of Alabama disfranchises all 
who are disqualified for office by the fourteenth 
amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States. In Texas every member of the Legis- 
lature must swear, in so many words, that he 
is not disqualified from holding office under the 








base enough to violate that provision of the || fourteenth amendment of the Constitution of 


_ in the constitution now offered for our ap 
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the United States. In Mississippi he n 
swear that he is not disqualified from hoja., 
office by the Constitution of the United Sta, 
or of the State of Mississippi. a 
Mr. Speaker, for these provisions of the eo, 
stitutions of the States to which I have j : 
referred there is no equivalent, no substiiy, 
by Virginia. Why should there not be we 
should Virginia stand alone? Stand alone, 4; 
I say? No, sir; she does not stand alone. 
Georgia stands by her side. She warns ys |} 
her iniquity to shun in Virginia that mistak, 
which has proved so mischievous there, }: 
the constitution of Georgia her State senato,. 
and representatives are required on 0, 
merely to promise to support the Constitutio, 
of the United States and of that State, and; 


| declare that they have not secured their e|, 


tion by money or other corrupt means. A) 
that is all the oath they are required to take. 
This oath contains not the remotest allusio: 
to the fourteenth amendment of the Constity, 
tion of the United States or to any of its dis 
qualifications. And fearful is the penal: 
which the country has paid for our temerii\ 
in accepting such an oath, such a constitution, 
Let us not repeat this mistake in Virginia. 

I would have the members of the Genera! 
Assembly take the oath when they reassemble, 
not as something heretofore required and sti! 
undone, butas a new requirement necessitate: 
by the absence of any substitute for the oa: 
of their constitution which was submitted to « 
separate vote and rejected by the people. 
would include this oath permanently amon: 
the fundamental conditions, because there is 1 
other way to put Virginia on the same footing 
in this regard with the other reconstructe: 
States unless we compel her to go through th 
forms of amending her constitution by conver 
tion and subsequent popular ratification. 
would, if possible, avoid that burden and ex 
pense. But one thing or the other, the oa 
by constitutional amendment or the oath | 
fundamental condition, we must have. 

I would not require the General Assem)) 
to act again upon the fifteenth amendmen 
because the action already had on that amend 
ment was in strict conformity with law. | 
avoid all questions in the future I would pro 
vide that the choice of United States Senator: 
shall have the same validity as if previous!) 
authorized by law. 

But am I told that Congress cannot impos 
fundamental conditions upon incoming States 
Is that the meaning of the Attorney Genera! 
in his opinion of August 28? Sir, if there is 
anything settled by the legislative history of 
this Government it is that question. Funda- 
mental conditions have been imposed upon tli 
admission of thirteen different States exclusiy 
of Georgia. And upon three of those States 
they have been twice imposed ; once on their 
original admission to the Union, and again upon 
their readmission after the rebellion. [unda- 
mental conditions were prescribed by Congres: 
for Missouri, Texas, Iowa, Arkansas, Calilor- 
nia, Florida, Louisiana, Kansas, Nebraska, au’ 
Nevadaupon their original admission, and upon 
Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, North Carolina. 
South Carolina, and Alabama since their rebe' 
lion. These are the precise words of the law 

‘The State of Arkansas is admitted into the Unws 
upon the express condition.”’ 

And the details of the condition follow. |» 
like manner— 


“The State of California is admitted into the Union 
upon the express condition.”’ - ae... - 
“Said States of Iowa and Florida are admitted in! 
the Union on the express condition.” 


In the case of Louisiana the language of the 
act of 1812 is: 

‘* Provided, That it shall be taken as a conditiv! 
upon which the said State is incorporated into t® 
Union.” 

Again : 

** Missouri shall be admitted into this Union on a0 


— footing with the original States in all respects 
whatever upon the fundamental condition. 
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In the case of Texas ** the foregoing consent 

¢ Congress 1s given upon the following condi- 
cons.’ In Kansas the condition was a con- 
ruction of the State constitution. Since the 

hellion Arkansas, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Louisiana, Alabama, and Florida 
have been admitted— 


“Uponthe fundamental condition that their consti- 

tions shall never be so amended or changed as to 
deprive any citizen or class of citizens of the United 
States of the right to vote who are entitled to vote 
i. the constitution herein recognized, except as a 
wunishment for such crimes as are now felonies at 
»mmon law. whereof they shall have been duly con- 

‘ted under laws equally spplicadle to all theinhab- 
vants of said State: Provided, That any alteration 
of said constitution prospective in its effect may be 


made in regard to the time and place of residence of 


ters 
\ i 


In the case of Georgia we imposed a further 
fundamental condition that a certain portion 
of her constitution should be null and void, and 
required her Legislature to assenttothat. Sir, 
this is one of the questions that are settled, and 
| shall not stop to discuss its merits with any 
Rip Van Winkle who imagines it to be still 
open. But I will say that whatever may have 
been true of the conditions in those cases in 
this case they are all based upon the constitu- 
tion itself, and that constitution clothes us with 
the power to enforce them by appropriate legis- 
lation. 

| have said that the loyalists of Virginia ask 
of us the iron-clad oath. They implore us to 
shield them from the persecutions of their ene- 
mies; and every prayer of these patriots finds 
a warm response in my heart. for one I am 
resolved that so far as it depends on my voice 
or vote all the constitutional powers of this 
Government shall be justly and prudently, but 
at the same time vigorously, exercised for the 
defense of the loyal people of Virginia against 
the oppression of that party just raised to power 
by a bargain which must inevitably result 
either in the disappointment of those who have 
lately been rebels or in the oppression of those 
who havealways been loyal men. I am resolved 
to spare no effort to secure a just but vigorous 
exercise of that new power of Congress, the 
inauguration of which in our day has marked 
the commencement of a new era in the history 
of this Government; that new power which the 
crimes of southern rebels and their northern 
allies have forced the people of these United 


States to confer upon the national Government | 


for the preservation of the lives and liberties 
of the citizens ; that power which enables Con- 
gress, by appropriate legislation, to enforce the 
thirteenth and fourteenth amendments of the 
Constitution of the United States, being itself 
sole judge of what that appropriate legislation 
is, and responsible for that judgment only to 
the people; that power which enables Con- 
gress to cross the borders of Virginia or any 
other State with the flaming sword of the Re- 
publie to cut up slavery by the roots, to guard 
the privileges and immunities of citizens of the 
United States, to defend the lives, liberties, 
and property of the people imperiled without 
due process of law, to secure to all the equal 
protection of the laws, to scourge from his seat 


every impudent ey who crawls into State 


or Federal office in defiance of the third sec- 
tion of the fourteenth amendment of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and to crush any 
and every attempt to question the public debt 
of the nation or to pay any debt incurred in aid 
ofthe rebellion. Formerly an earnest advocate 
of the rights of the States, I now accept the sit- 
uation into which I have been forced by the 
crimes of northern and southern traitors. I 
now consent to an increase of the Federal 
power to which before the war I could not have 
consented. I see that our Government is now 
In a transition state. 

In its first era, extending from the Declara- 
tion to the Constitution, there was no nation 
here; it was a mere copartnership, a mere con- 
federation of sovereign States. From the adop- 
tion of the Constitution down to the present time 


our Republic has been the theater of an inces 

sant struggle between national and confederate 
ideas and principles and their advocates. Our 
Constitution and history gave at once strength 
and weakness to each party to this struggle. 
The States, which in the first period were sov- 
ereign and independent, in the second period 
have not been independent, not even sovereign, 
only semi-sovereign States. They were not 
sovereignties on the one hand, nor were they, 
on the other hand, mere counties. ‘The constant 
struggle was to drag the Government nearer to 
one or the other of those opposite extremes. 
But now, sir, the Democratic party, heretofore 
the noisy champion of State rights, has by its 
rebellion essentially narrowed the limits of the 
semi-sovereign character of the States. Hence- 
forth, within the wide range of momentous 
interests covered by the thirteenth and four- 
teenth amendments of the Constitution of the 
United States, they will be little more than 
counties. Sir, this is a great stride in the 
direction of a consolidated nationality. It is a 
transfer of vast powers from the States to the 
General Government, from the representatives 
of the people in their separate State Legisla- 
tures to the representatives of the people in 
Congress assembled. Which will prove in or- 
dinary times the safest and most satisfactory 
depositaries of these powers, whether the antag- 
onisms and resulting vigilance of subdivided 
authority or the broader and more generous 
patriotism of a national representation will 
afford the best permanent security for the lib- 
erty and welfare of the American people, it will 
be for those who live after us todecide. But one 
thing is certain, that the representatives who 
wield these powers are so closely within the 
grasp of their masters, the people, that they 
will wield them just so well and wisely as shall 
be required by the public sentiment of those 
who are to be blessed or cursed by their acts. 
And if in the future, when the present perils 
shall have passed away, experience shall dem- 
onstrate that these powers can be better lodged 
with the States than with the nation, the same 
authority which has lately changed our Consti- 
tution can alter it again. 

A great deal is said, sir, about the sublime 
magnanimity of these people in graciously sub- 
mitting at all to the reconstruction laws of the 
United States. Great stress is laid by the Vir- 
ginians themselves on this marvelous conde- 
scension. It seems to be taken for granted 
that it is only necessary to hold up before our 
dazzled eyes this unexpected honor, vouchsafed 
to the poor, humble Government of the United 
States, in order to completely blind us to the 
solemn duties imposed upon us by the Consti- 
tution ; to the solid guaranties of the equal pro- 
tection of the laws which we are required to 
secure for all the people of Virginia; to the 
stern defense of life, liberty, and property, 
assailed without due process of law, which we 
are bound to make for the humblest as well as 
for the highest of her citizens. But, sir, for- 
get if you can the swaggering insolence, the low 


brutality, the unspeakable meanness with which | 


slaveholding Virginians before the rebellion in 
this Capitol, in this District, within their own 
borders treated northern men; grant, if you 
please, that the magnanimity and gracious con- 
descension of this race of demigods have never 
had a parallel in the history of the world: what 
sort of a substitute isallthis forthe tangible and 
definite guaranty of equal protection of the laws 


| for life, liberty, and property which you and I 


i 
| 


are bound to secure for the loyal whites and 
blacks of Virginia? Forsuchaguaranty magna- 
nimity is no betterthan mere moonshine. What 
we want is law; organic or statute law. One 
chapter of Federal law backed up by Federal 
bayonets is worth more for the loyalists of Vir- 
ginia than all the magnanimity in that State. 

I reject with unspeakable loathing that view 
of our duty which begins and ends with the 
conciliation of rebels in Virginia ; which is so 
careful of their sensibilities and pride and pre- 


| 
I 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


407 


judices that it overlooks the naked rights of 
perse cuted loyal men. here are, indeed, men 
to be conciliated ; but it is the friends not the 
foes of the Government; it is not those who 
have outraged loyal men, but the loyal men 
themselves; it is not rebellion, but the 
American people. And I, for one, am ready 
to be conciliated. The late rebels of Virginia 
can effectually conciliate me by lifting their 
heels from the necks and withdrawing their 
grasp from the throats of loyal men, white and 
black, and respecting the rights now guaran 
tied to them by the amended Constitution of 
the United States. They will, I doubt not, be 
able so to conciliate those whom they have 
oppressed in Virginia. But if they imagine 
that any conciliation short of that is to have a 
practical realization in Virginia so long as the 
thirteenth and fourteenth amendments stand, 
the sooner they shake off that delusion the 
better. 

And yet, sir, we must meet these people half 
way. While we ought, so far as our power goes, 
to prevent them from wronging others, we ought 
also to save and protect them from outrage and 
humiliation. And so, while I would require 
their Legislature, like the rest, to take the oath 
based on the third section of the fourteenth 
amendment, I would not now impose upon that 
Legislature the iron-clad oath of 1862. I would 
not do it, because we have not yet imposed that 
oath upon the Legislature of asingle State. We 
have not imposed it on Georgia, notwithstanding 
her scandalous treachery and impudent defiance 
of our laws. We only required of her the oath 
based on the fourteenth amendment. Why, 
then, shall we single out Virginia, who has not 
yet in the organization of her State government 
betrayed us or set at defiance our laws? Why 
shall we do unto her as we have not done unto 
Georgia, or bloody Louisiana, or any other 
State? No,sir; no! Iprotestagainst this. I will 
not vote for this iron-clad oath. I would give 
her a fair trial; I would treat her people kindly 
so long as they obeythe laws. If, hke Geor- 
gia, they defy the power of the Republic, I shall 
be ready to apply the Georgia remedy to Vir- 
ginia. 

But let us not punish her people in advance 
for a fraud which it is appprehended they are 
about to practice on the Government of the Uni 
ted States by gaining admission to the Union 
under promises which they purpose speedily t« 
break. It will be time enough to talk about 
the punishment of that crime when the crimé 
shall have been committed. By this cours: 
we shall not waive any of our rights; we shall 
not impair any of our powers to repress or re- 
dress any wrongs which may result from het 
double-dealing with us, if double-dealing there 
shall be. The fate of Georgia has taught the 
wholesome lesson that upon this great stage of 
State reconstruction no foul tricks are to be 
played ; that Congress, wielding the new power 


the 


| conferred by the fourteenth amendment, can 


cross the borders of any State and with the 
strong arm crush all attempts to violate its sa- 
cred provisions; and that Congress will notin 
cases of necessity hesitate to bring down the 
hard hand of military power upon the guilty 
heads of those who shall insolently trample 
upon these new guarantees of life, liberty, and 
property and the equal protection of the laws. 


ASSIGNMENT OF A COMMITTEE-ROOM. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, by unanimou 
consent, submitted the following resolution ; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the room now occupied by th 
branch post office, being the Speaker’s room of the 
old Hall, be assigned to the use of the Committee 
on Ranking and Currency, and that the branch post 
office be placed in the room now assigned to the House 
post office. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 


| sider the vote by which the resolution was agreed 


to; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
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ADMISSION OF VIRGINIA——AGAIN. 

Mr. MORGAN. As 1 desire, Mr. Speaker, 
that the current of the remarks which I will 
have the honor to submit to the consideration 
of the House may be uninterrupted, I so an- 
nounce at the outset, in order that there may 
not be any appearance of discourtesy on my 
part in declining to yield to any gentleman 
while J am on the floor. I understand that the 
debate is to be as free and extended as may 
be desired, and if any gentleman should wish 
io controvert any position which I may assume 
he will have an opportunity to do so at a sub- 

equent stage of the discussion. 

Mr. Speaker, the question before the House 
is one of momentous character. A question 
of graver magnitude could not be submitted to 
the consideration of a legislative body. And, 

ir, | approach its discussion with feelings of 
solemnity, and shall endeavor to treat the mat- 
ters upon which I touch with a spirit of fair- 


ness and candor worthy au occasion like the 


present, 

! am opposed to the passage of the bill re- 
ported by the Committee on Reconstruction, 
of which fam an humble member, for the rea- 
son that I regard the conditions upon which it 
is proposed to grant representation to Virginia 
28 unwise, ungenerous, unconstitutional, and 


void, and I favor the substitute offered by my | 


colleague, [Mr. Biyenam, ] for the reason that 
it is in conformity with the Constitution of the 
United States, and not for the reasons set forth 
in its preamble. 

It is true, sir, that Virginia has conformed 
in every particular to what are called the re- 
construction acts of Congress. It is true that 
Virginia has done all that Congress required 
hertodo. Itis true that Virginia has appeared 
to forget the rights which are solemnly guaran- 


tied to her by the Constitution, and has bowed | 


almost with humility to the undue and uncon- 
titutional demands of Congress. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I am in favor of admit- 
ting the State of Virginia to representation, 
not because she has done all that Congress 
demanded her to do; not because she has in 

very particular conformed to the requirements 
of the reconstruction acts of Congress, but, 

ir, because a law more potent and more grand 
than any reconstruction act which has or can 
be passed by this Congress, because the Con- 
stitution ofthe United States, that fundamental 


law of the land, declares in the second settion | 


of the first article that the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be composed of members 
chosen every second year by the people of the 
several States. And, sir, the single question 
which addresses itself to my mind, and it seems 
to be the only question for this honorable body 
to determine, is this: is Virginia a State or 
not? If Virginia be a State, and this Consti- 
tution has not been totally overthrown and set 
uside, then, as a State under the provisions of 
thatinstrument, she is entitled to representation 
upon the floor of this House and upon the 


floor of the Senate of the United States. That, | 


ir, is my reason for being ready to vote for 
civing representation to Virginia, to restoring 
Virginia to her rights under the Constitution. 
But Lam opposed to bringing her back into 
the sisterhood of States manacled in chains ; 
and hence I will not vote for the bill reported 
from the Committee on Reconstruction. 

Bat, Mr. Speaker, inasmuch as a number of 


with me as to this view of the subject, I pro- 


pose to submit to their consideration some | 


reasons why they should vote for the admission 


of Virginia untrammeled and free from man- | 


acles. 1 propose to refresh the memori®s of 
honorable gentlemen on this floor as to the 
events of the last nine years in connection with 
Virginia, It is a fact which gentlemen seem 
to forget that during the entire war of the re- 
bellion Virginia had a State government, rec- 
ognized by the Executive of the United States, 
recognized by the Congress of the United 
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States, recognized by the Supreme Court of 
the United States, and recognized by her sister 
States of the Union. What is the history of 
the events which transpired in Virginia from 
the 18th of April, 1861, when a body in the city 
of Richmond, assuming to be a convention 
representing the people of that State, by a ma- 
jority of a single vote undertook to secede and 
carry the State of Virginia out of the Union? 
I call the attention of honorable gentlemen 
to the fact that the condition of Virginia is 
different from that of any other one of the 
States which attempted to secede. The peo- 
ple of Virginia were divided on the subject of 


secession, and no sooner had the convention | 


which met in Richmond declared in favor of 


secession than a considerable body of the | 


people in that State called another convention, 
which organized what was called the restored 
government of Virginia. ‘That was in the 
mouth of June, 1861. And that State govern- 
ment fulfilled all the duties devolving upon a 
State in all her relations to the Union and to 
her sister States. On the Ist of July, 1861, a 
General Assembly was held in the State of Vir- 
ginia which elected Senators and Representa- 
tives to Congress, and they were received like 
other Senators and Representatives, and Con- 


gress thus recognized the fact that Virginia | 


had a State government with the rights of all 
other States within the Union. 
And I propose to call the attention of gen- 


tlemen to certain acts of the President and the | 


Supreme Court and the Congress of the United 


States recognizing the existence of Virginia as || 


a State in the Union from 1861 until 1867, two 
long years after the close of the war. 


THE FACTS. 


in November, 1861, a convention assembled | 


at Wheeling and adopted a constitution for 
what was called the State of West Virginia, the 
territory of the new State having been carved 
out of the territory of the State of old Virginia. 

But, sir, 1 need not tell this honorable body 
that section three of article four of the Consti- 


tution of the United States provides that ‘‘ no | 


new State shall be formed or erected within the 
jurisdiction of any other State’’ ‘‘ without the 
consent of the Legislature of that State as well 
as of the Congress.’’ 

Then, sir, West Virginia could only become 
a State with the consent of the Legislature of 
old Virginia and of Congress. And ifthe State 
of Virginia did not consent to the formation of 
the State of West Virginia, then there is no 
State of West Virginia in the Union, and she 
is not entitled to representation in Congress at 
this time. 

What are the facts? On the 13th day of 
May, 1862, the Legislature of the State of Vir- 
ginia, the Legislature which was recognized 
as the Legislature of the State of Virginia by 
the President of the United States, by the 
chiefs of each of the Departments of the United 


States, by the Senate and House of Represent- | 


atives of the United States, by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and by the States 
adhering to the Union—that Legislature con- 


| sented to the creation of the new State of West | 


Virginia. And Congress recognizing Virginia 
as a State, and her legislative action as being 
the action of the Legislature of the State of 
Virginia, by a solemn act consented to the 
creation of the new State of West Virginia; 


/ and on the 19th day of April, 1863, the Presi- | 
rentlemen—what number I do not know—differ || 


dent of the United States, recognizing Vir- 
ginia as a State, and acknowledging the valid- 
ity of the act of the Virginia Legislature, did, 
by formal proclamation, declare West Virginia 
to be a State of the Union. 

Richmond being in possession of the insur- 
gents, the capital of the restored government 


|| of the State of Virginia was established at 
| Alexandria, with Francis H. Peirpoint as the 
_ duly elected Governor. | 
In 1863, the term of Senator Wr.ey having 
expired, Lemuel J. Bowden was elected to suc- | 
‘| ratified the Secretary of State certified that the 


ceed him, and Bowden dying on the 8th day of 


| a State in the Union, and this time after ;) 





January 12 


December, 1864, Joseph Segar was chose 
sueceed him as Senator from the old §; 
Virginia; and John C. Underwood was choc, 
to succeed Senator Carlile, whose term , 
to expire March 3, 1864. 
In the spring of 1865 the Legislature of 4 
State of Virginia ceded to the State of Wo 
Virginia the counties of Berkeley and Jeff, 
son, and the act of cession was consented ;, 
by the Congress and President of the Unji.. 
States, thereby again recognizing Virginia 4. 


N to 


ate of 


Vas 


a 


Al 


surrender of the confederate armies. 

In this connection I wish to call the atte, 
tion of the House to another fact, to which | 
shall again have occasion to refer before I clos. 
my remarks. It is this: after the cession o; 
the two counties already named a question 0; 
boundary as to one of them arose betwee 
the States of Virginia and West Virginia, ay 
under the third article of the Constitution o; 
the United States, which provides that {| 


tit 


Supreme Court of the United States shall have 


|| jurisdiction in controversies between two or 


more States, the State of Virginia commence; 
suit in that court against the State of Wes 
Virginia; of which suit that court took juris- 


| diction, and the cause, which has been pend 


ing for several years, is yet undetermined. 
Mr. Speaker, I now propose to call the atten 
tion of the House to the recognition of Vir 
ginia as a State by the Executive of the United 
States during the period of the war and down 
to the act of March, 1867, when the Congress 
of the United States by an act of mere usurp: 
ation took Virginia by the throat and drove 
her Senators and Representatives out of Con- 
gress, although she had been represented in 
Congress not only all through the war, but for 
two years after the war had closed. 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES RECOGNIZ) 
VIRGINIA AS A STATE IN THE UNION WHILE THE WA 
WAS GOING ON, 


In his message of July, 1861, Governor Pei: 
point announced to the people of Virginia tha; 
President Lincoln had assured him of Federa 
protection to the State authorities of the Stat 
of Virginia. 

After the ordinance of secession was pas 
the President recognized Virginia as being 
State in another and a very significant manne: 
In 1841 an act of Congress was passed distrib 
uting among the States of the Union thei 
proportionate shares resulting from certain 


sales of public lands, and the State of Vi: 


ginia, not having received her proportion, it wa 

given by the President and Congress to the 

restored State government, of which Peirpoin! 
was Governor, long after the ordinance of se 
cession had passed. 

But a more solemn and formal recognition 
of Virginia as a State was made by the proc: 
lamation of the President under date of Apri! 
19, 1863, in which he announced that, by and 
with the consent of the Legislature of the 
State of Virginia and of Congress, West Vir 
ginia had been made a State of the United 
States. 

VIRGINIA RECOGNIZED AS A STATE IN THE UNION 
DURING AND AFTER THE WAR BY THE CHIEFS OF THE 
VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT. 
But, sir, Virginia was not only recognized 

as a State within the Union by the President, 

but also by each of the chiefs of Department. 
By the Secretary of State. 

It is not for me to tell the members of this 
honorable body that the Constitution of th: 
United States can only be amended by the con: 
current action of three fourths of all the States 


_ of the Union. 


Well, sir, Congress by a two-thirds vot: 


| recommended what are known as the thirteenth 


and fourteenth amendments to the Constitution 
of the United States, and the Secretary of State 
of the United States transmitted those amend: 
ments to Francis H. Peirpoint, Governor o! 
the State of Virginia, jor ratification by the 
Legislature of that State, and when they were 


Ari 





State of 
ments } a 


Now, : 


the 25th ( 


uestec 


of ‘the 5 
eld and 


furnishe 


ny, &! 


Now f 


26th day 


i 
informed 
the State 
to elevel 


And ' 
retary C 
Govern 
taxes h 
queste 
of her ¢ 

And | 
under 1 
provide 

* Rep 
tioned a 
cluded ¥ 
ive num 

And 
ginia V 
Union 
by the 

Hen 
ident 
years | 
of stor 

a Stat 

chief 

Virgit 

of the 

Virgil 

holdit 

cis H 

Virgi 

of ow 

RECOG 

BY 1 
AND 
Lh 
that ( 

Virgi 

Rich 

pose 

acts | 
and 
yinig 
surg 
on t 
the 
Mar 
the | 
sent 
latu 
with 
afte 
beli 
den 
186 
pec 
Fe 
hie 
tha 
yea 
cor 
cor 
wo 
sel, 
far 
of 
Vil 
chi 


of 
cre 
rit 








a of t 


If Woe: 
| Jeffe, 


nted ' 
Unit 
nla a 
ter {| 


e Allen 


Vhicl | 
I clos, 
on of 
ION of 
PL Wea) 
On of 
at th 
ll have 
two 
lence 
Wes: 
juris- 
pend 
d. 
atten 
f Vir 
nited 
down 
Ness 
Usury 
drove 
“¢ Oon- 
ted in 
ut for 


he 


state of Virginia had ratified those amend- 
ents; and all this, sir, was during the war. 
By the Secretary of War. 

N yw, sir, as to the Secretary of War. On 
»5th day of June, 1861, Secretary Cameron 
vested Francis H. Peirpoint, as Governor 

‘the State of Virginia, to commission the 

i ld and company officers in the regiments 

furnished by the State of Virginia to the Union 

Army, and they were so commissioned. 

Interior Department. 

Now for the Interior epatanienh On the 

day of June, 1861, Secretary Caleb Smith 
informed Francis H. Peirpoint, Governor of 
the State 6f Virginia, that Virginia was entitled 
to eleven Representatives in Congress. 

Treasury Department. 

And on the 28th of November, 1861, Sec- 
retary Chase notified ‘‘ Francis H. Peirpoint, 
Governor of the State of Virginia,’’ that direct 
taxes had been levied on that State, and re- 

quested him to aid in securing the collection 
of her quota. 

And this apportionment of taxes was made 
under that claase of the Constitution which 
provides that— 


‘Representatives and direct taxes shall be appor- 
tioned among the several States which may be in- 
cluded within this Union, according to their respeet- 
ive numbe rs. i 


And when that assessment was made Vir- 
ginia was recognized ‘‘as a State within the 
Union’ by Congress, by the President, and 
by the Secretary ‘of the ‘'re asury. 

“Hence, Mr. Speaker, we see that the Pres- 
ident of the United States during all those long 
years of fire and blood, during all that period 
of storm and tempest, recognized Virginia as 
a State of the Union; communicated with its 
chief magistrate as Governor of the State of 
Virginia ; . and received into the military service 
of the United States regiments organized as 
Virginia regiments and commanded by offic ers 
holding commissions under the hand of I*ran- 
cis H. ‘Peirpoint as Governor of the State of 
Virginia, and who fought in the common cause 
of our common Union. 


RECOGNITION OF VIRGINIA AS A STATE OF THE UNION 
BY THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES DURING 
AND SINCE THE CLOSE OF THE WAR. 


[ have heard it asserted, sir, upon this floor 
that Congress had not by any act recognized 
Virginia as a State of the Union since the 
Richmond ordinance of secession. And I pro- 
pose toshow that Congress by frequent solemn 
acts recognized and treated Virginia as a State, 
and held those who were in arms within Vir- 
yinia against the Iederal Government as in- 
surgents, from the timethe first gun was fired 
on the soil of that State until two years after 
the close of the war; for it was not until 
March, 1867, that Congress seized Virginia by 
the throat and drove her Senators and Repre- 
sentatives from the Halls of the national Legis- 
lature; aml as she was recognized as a State 
within the Union during the war and two years 
after the close of the war, will not the world 
believe that there was a hidden motive for 
denying her representation in Congress since 

1867 other than the fact that a portion of her 
peo le had risen in insurrection against the 
Feder al Government? Will not the world be- 
lieve that there istoo much truth in the eharge 

that the whole legislation of Congress for some 
years back has had for its single object the 
continuance in office of a few persons who have 
control, and, to use a strong if not an elegant 
word, who run this Government for their own 
selfish purposes, without reference to the wel- 
fare of the people or the honor and prosperity 
of the country ? 

In what manner did Congress acknowledge 
Virginia as a State within the Union as I have 
charged ? 

1. By recognizing and consenting to the act 
of the L egislature of the State of Vi irginia in 
creating the State of West Virginia out of ter- 
ritory within her own jurisdiction. 


ing 


gress to the act of the Legislature of the State 

of Virginia to cede the counties of Berkeley 

und Jefferson to the State of West Virginia. 
_3. By the act of March, 1862, whereby Vir- 
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ginia was entitled to eight and West Virginia 


to three Representatives in Congress. 
4. By the act of August 5, 1861, whereby a 
a direct tax of $937,5 
to - State of Virginia. 
Congress, sir, 
gini: 4 as a State while her children were fight- 
in opposing armies, Virginians recogniz- 
ing the confederate and Virginians recognizing 
the Federal Government; regiments of Vir- 


50 669 was apportioned 


further recognized Vir- 


ginians fighting for the Union and regiments | 


of Virginians fighting against the Union. Dur- 
ing this condition of things Congress recog- 


nized Vi irginia as a State by admitting into the | 
Congress of the United States Senators and 


Representatives from the State of Virginia. 

6. By admitting Senators and Representa- 
tives from the State of West Virginia into 
the Congress of the United States; for if Vir- 
ginia has not been a State of the Union, then 
there is no such State as West Virginia, for 
she could only become a State by and with 
the consent of the State of Virginia. 

7. By what other acts has Congress during 


| these years of trouble recognized Virginia as a 


State within the Union? Probably, sir, I owe 
an apology to honorable gentlemen for referring 
to the Constitution of the United States, aa 
instrument the existence of which some of them 
seem to have forgotten. 


Mr. Speaker, the Constitution provides for | 


its amendment. But how can the Constitution 
be amended? By the President? No, sir; the 
President has no such rightful power. By Con- 
gress? No, sir; and it may be regarded as a 


| remarkable fact that Congress has not as yet 


| violated both its letter and its spirit. 
then, can the 


formally claimed to have the right to change 
the Constitution in letter as it has flagrantly 
How, 
Constitution be amended? By 
the concurrentaction of the people of the States 
and Territories? No, sir; the Territories have 
no voice in amending the Constitution. I re- 
peat how, then, can it be amended? The Con- 
stitution, sir—which, thank God! is not yet 
dead—the Constitution provides that— 

**The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses 
shall doom it nec essary, shall propose amendments 
to this Constitution” . ‘which 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes as parts of 
this Constitution when ratified by the Legislatures 
of three fourths of the several States or by conven- 
tions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other 
mode of ratification may be proposed by Congress.” 

And under this clause of the Constitution 
Congress has submitted the proposed amend- 


| ments to the Constitution—the thirteenth, four- 


teenth, and fifteenth—to the State of Virginia 
for ratification, thereby three distinct times 
recognizing Virginia as a State of the Union; 

for certain it is that a State outside of the Union 
has no right to change the Constitution of the 


| Union to which it is not a member so as to 


affect the rights and interests of the people of 
the States within the Union. 

Here, then, Mr. Speaker, are nine solemn 
acts of Congress, extending from the year 1861, 
wherein Congress recognized Virginiaasa State 
withinthe Union. And hence, under the second 
section of the first article of the Constitution, 
the State of Virginia is entitled to represent- 
ation without regard to the odious conditions 
sought to be imposed by the bill reported by 
the Committee on Reconstruction. 

Now, sir, you have seen that the President 
and the heads of the Departments of your Gov- 
ernment and the Congress of the United States 
all have recognized Virginia as a State in the 
Union up to the time that Congress laid vio- 


| lent hands upon that old Commonwealth and 


hurled her from the Union, two years after the 
rebellion had closed. 


THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES RECOG- 
NIZES VIRGINIA ASA STATE WITHIN THE UNION. 


And now I propose further to show that the 


2. By the recognition and consent of Con- !! highest judicial tribunal in this land, that body 
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which has the right to determine constitutional 
questions, the Supreme Court of the United 
States, has recognized Virginia as being a State 
in the Union. Immediately after the conclusion 
of the war the Federal courts were reéstablished 
in the State of Virginia, and the Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court held court in the city of 
Richmond ; and at this moment, as I have said, 

the State of Virginia appears in the Supreme 
Court of the United States as a party to a suit 
against the State of West Virgimia. 

I said that not only has Virginia during all 
this period been recognized as a State by the 
Executive of the United States, by the heads 
of the Departments of the Government, by the 
Congress of the United States, by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, but she has also 
been so recognized by her sister States as a State 
in the Union. My own State, the State of 
Ohio, by the action of her Legislature during 
the time that Governor Peirpoint was the chiet 
Executive of the State of Virginia, asked the 
consent of the Legislature of that State to 
grant the right of way for a railroad to pass 
through her territory and for its consent to 
bridge the Ohio river. And further, Governor 
Peirpoint was invited to meet and did meet 
with the Governors of the other States adher- 
ing to the Union, at Altoona, on the 24th of 
September, 1862, in order to concert measures 
for the prosecution of the war 

And now I appeal to the judgment and the 
intelligence of this House. I appeal to this 
honorable body, composed as it is in large part 
of lawyers. I ask them whether Virginia, hav 
ing been recognized as a State during the en 
tire war by the executive department of the 
Government, by the legislative department of 
the Government, and recognized nowasa State 
in the Union by the Supreme Court of the 
United States, upon what pretext can you, as 
legislators, under the solemn obligation of your 
oaths to support the Constitution, undertake to 
deny to Virginia the right of representation on 
this floor? 

Is it not evident, Mr. Speaker, that Congress 
made a grave mistake in the year 1867, in 
driving the Senators and Representatives o 
Virginia from the floors of Congress? And 
will we not commend ourselves to the indu 
gent judgment and good opinion of the worl: 


| by frankly correcting the error committed, and 


by an honest endeavor to remedy the grave 
wrong which has been done? 

It is not pretended—and I now approach 
that branch of the subject to which gentlemen 
upon the other side particularly address them- 
selves in the discussion of the bill before the 
House—it is not pretended by any gentleman 
on the Committee on Reconstruction, and | 
presume that it will not be pretended by any 
gentleman upon this floor, that Virginia has 
not complied in every particular with the 
quirements of what are called the acts of recon- 
struction. Then, if the Constitution is to be 
thrown aside, if it is to be disregarded by this 
body in a solemn act of legislation, still com 
mon manhood and common honesty dictate 
that we should at least adhere to our own prop- 
osition, that we should stand by our own acts 
in reference to the admission of that State. 

I have said, sir, and I repeat it, that anxious 
as I am to see Virginia restored to her consti- 
tutional rights in this Union, to sce her Kepre- 
sentatives once more upon this floor, still 1 am 
not willing, and I will not vote forany measure 
which proposes to drag that great old Com 
monvwealth into the presence of this House 
and of the country in manacles and in chains 

MASSACHUSETTS AND VIRGINIA. 

Sir, when I think of the present and compare 
it with the past, when I view to-day the post- 
tion occupied by the members in this honorab|: 
body from the old Commonwes - of Massa- 
chusetts, when I see the hands of Massachu- 
setts fastened upon the throat of prostrate 
Virginia, I can but compare the position of 
Massachusetts toward Virginia now with the 
conduct of Virginia toward Massachusetts in 
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the earlier and more glorious days of our coun- 
iry’s history. I speak of the time when the 
town of Boston was occupied by British troops, 
when the people of Massachusetts had arisen 
in response to the soul-stirring appeals of 
James Otis and Samuel Adams, when Massa- 


chusetts called upon her sister Colonies for | 


assistance, and a citizen of Virginia arose in 
his place in the House of Burgesses and de- 
clared that he was prepared to raise a regiment 


at his own expense to march to the relief of 


the town of Boston. 


I need not say to this honorable body, I need i! 


not say to gentlemen of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, that that citizen of Virginia was 
named George Washington! I need not re- 


mind them that afterward that same citizen of | 
Virginia did go to the relief of Massachusetts, | 


and that it was while he was in command of 


the American troops, in which Virginians and | 


New Hnglanders fought shoulder to shoulder 


ina common cause, that the British were driven | 


from Boston. 


Let me refer to an event a little earlier in | 


our history. When the question of British 
domination and British oppression was agitated 


in the Colonies, when the question was put to || 


the people whether they would submit to taxa- 


tion without representation, which two of the | 
Colonies stood in the advance ground in favor of | 


American independence? Massachusetts and 


Virginia. In Massachusetts Samuel Adamsand | 
Otis by their eloquence and by their dauntless | 


courage aroused the people of Massachusetts to 
proclaim in favor of American independence. 
What colony stood side by side with Massa- 
chusetts? The colony of Virginia; and while 
the voice of Otis and the voice of Samuel 
Adams were heard in the colony of Massachu- 
setts, the soul-stirring appeals of Patrick Henry 
resounded from the mountain-tops and amid 
the vales of old Virginia; and Virginia came for- 
ward sustaining and supporting Massachusetts 
in the determination to achieve American in- 
dependence. 

A Congress of the Colonies was called. A 
Congress of the Confederated States of Amer- 
ica was formed; and a citizen of Virginia, 
Thomas Jefferson, penned that great instru- 
ment known as the Declaration of American 
Independence. Who, sir, was first and fore- 


most upon the floors of Congress in urging the | 


adoption of that declaration? John Adams, of 
Massachusetts. In fact, sir, through all those 
hours of trial in our early history Massachu- 
setts and Virginia were twin sisters. John 
Adams has been justly called the colossus of 


the Revolution, while Jefferson, the son of || 


Virginia, was recognized as its genius. And 


again, when a general was to be chosen as com- | 
mander of the armies of the Confederated 


States, it was upon the motion of Adams, a son 
of Massachusetts, that Washington, a son of 


Virginia, was made Commander-in-Chief. And | 
l ask gentlemen from Massachusetts whether | 


the hearts of her people have grown as hard 
and cold as her granite hills that she can forget 


these memories? I appeal to them by thesacred || 


recollections of the past, I appeal to them by 
all that is to be hoped for in the future, I 
uppeal to them as Americans, as my country- 
men, as patriots, to rise above mere party dic- 
tation and party trammels and act upon this 
occasion in a manner becoming American legis- 


lators engaged in the discussion and determin- | 


ation of a momentous question. 

Mr. Speaker, the idea has gone forth—I do 
not make the charge; but every gentleman 
within the sound of my voice is aware that the 
idea has gone forth throughout the land that 
the legislation of this Congress is governed 
alone by the desire of perpetuating party 
power, without regard to the Constitution or 
the well-being of our common country. I do 
not charge thatsuch isthe fact’; but I dodeclare, 
what every man of intelligence knows, that 
such has become the conviction ofa large part of 
the American people. I ask whether at this 
hour, five years after the last hostile gun was 


| fired in behalf of the rebellion, it is not time 
'| that the legislatorsin this Hall should rise to the 
level of the grave responsibility which rests upon 
them? I ask gentlemen whether country isto 
be sacrificed upon the shrine of party? 
if the time has come when the legislation of 


purpose of party aggrandizement and party 
power the days of this Republic are numbered, 
and before we who are now living shall have 
_ passed from off the stage we shall see our free 
institutions overthrown and forever. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I would suggest to 
the gentleman from Ohio to move, not that we 
adjourn, but that the House take a recess until 


are a good many gentlemen who desire to speak 
| on this bill and | wish to reach a vote on it at 
as early a period as practicable. 

Mr. LAWRENCE, If that be the general 


to the gentleman to make his motion. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I appeal to the gentle- 


pressure of the previous question upon these 
important measures of the reconstruction and 
who has been willing to afford the most liberal 
opportunity for discussion, not to throw the 


debate upon this question into night sessions, | 


but to allow the bill to be discussed freely and 
fully during the day time. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I understand that 
one of the parties in this House will hold a 


caucus this evening, and I will not, therefore, | 


| press my motion at this time. 
ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 
| rolled Bills, reported that they had examined 
| and found truly enrolled an act (S. No. 92) in 
| addition to the act entitled ‘‘An act to in- 


corporate the Washington, Alexandria, and | 


| Georgetown Steam Packet Company ;’’ when 
| the Speaker signed the same. 
And then, on motion of Mr. LAWRENCE, 
(at four o’clock and five minutes p. m.,) the 
'| House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
| committees: 

By Mr. BECK: A petition of a number 


of citizens of Pine Grove, Clark county, Ken- | 
tucky, praying that the franking privilege be | 


abolished. 


of the Navy. 


of José Mirabel and Antonio Fernandez, pray- 
|ing for the confirmation of a tract of land 
'| granted by the Spanish Government under the 
| title of the Rancho del Rio Grande. 

By Mr. COBB, of North Carolina: A peti- 
| tion of citizens of Northampton county, North 
| Carolina, asking the abolition of the franking 
|| privilege. 

By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: A petition of 
citizens of Washburn, Grant county ; also of 
Merrimack, Sauk county, Wisconsin, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. CREBS: The petition of Norton, 
Slaughter & Co., and 16 others, of New York 
city, praying for the protection of the national 
commerce through naval discipline. 
| By Mr. DAVIS: A petition of several hun- 

dred citizens of Buffalo, New York, for the 
| abolition of duties on coal. 


| By Mr. FERRY: The petition of Edward 


| 
} 
| 
| 
1] 
| 
/ 
| 


| Edwards, George Barber, Charles Atwood, and 
| 53 others, of Newago, Michigan, praying for 
|| the repeal of the duty on hides. 

| By Mr. GLLFILLAN: A petition of the 
| Medical Society of the District of Columbia, 
| praying for an act to accord to the medical 


Sir, | 


this country is to be conducted simply for the | 


half past seven o’clock this evening, as there || 
} ’ 


wish of the House, I will very cheerfully yield | 


man from Illinois, who always has opposed the | 


By Mr. BUCK: A petition of the Mobile | 
Medical Society, in behalf of the medical staff 


By Mr. CHAVES: The petition of the heirs | 
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| officers of the Navy their proper rank, 
|| ity, &e. 
Also, a petition of the Medical Society , 

|| Venango county, Pennsylvania, praying 


author. 


act to accord to the medical officers ne 
| Navy their proper rank, authority, &c. ) 
By Mr. HAWLEY: A petition of 47 citizey 

of Warren and Henderson counties, Illinois 
| praying for the passage of a law abolishing t}, 
tranking privilege. ; 

By Mr. HILL: The remonstrance of D, 
| Grant, president of the Grant Locomoti,, 
| Works, and three other manufacturing asso¢;, 
tions at Paterson, New Jersey, against +), 
granting of the petition of George H. Corlic, 
| for the extension of his letters-patent of Mare! 
10, 1849, for improvements in the steam-engine 

Also, the remonstrance of J. P. Huntooy. 
' and 6 others, of Paterson, New Jersey, againg, 
_ the granting of the petition of George H. (‘oy 
| liss for the extension of his letters-patent o: 
March 10, 1849, for improvements in t}, 
steam-engine. 

By Mr. HOAR: The petition of H. E. Mor 
tonvali, of Oakdale, Massachusetts, for th 
abolition of the franking privilege. 
| By Mr. HOLMAN: The petition of Hon 
| William Herod, D. F. Long, Ralph Hill, Wi) 
liam McEwans, and 94 others, citizens of Jy. 
| diana, in favor of the remission of the dutie; 
on the importation of hides. 

By Mr. KERR: The memorial of Richard 
Blalock, a soldier of the war of 1812, fora pen 
sion. ; 
| Also, the memorial of Nancy C. Marlette, for 
additional pension. 

By Mr. KNOTT: A petition of certain citi 
zens of Kentucky, asking Congress to accord 
to Cuba belligerent rights and to recogniz 
her independence. 

Also, petitions of certain citizens of Bloom 
field and Elizabethtown, Kentucky, asking 
| Congress to abolish the franking privilege. 
| Also, the petition, with accompanyin 
| papers, of the Louisville and Bardstown Turn 
| pike Road Company, for compensation for cer 
| tain bridges destroyed by the Army of th. 
United States during the war. 

By Mr. LYNCH: The petition of F'ranc 
| McDonald and others, citizens of Maine, askin, 
| the repeal of duties on coal. 

By Mr. McGREW: A petition of 51 cit 
zens of Berkeley county, West Virginia, asking 
compensation in money or land for property 
destroyed during the rebellion. 

By Mr. McNEELY: The petition of P 
| Neff and 80 others, citizens of Cass county, 
Illinois, asking compulsory prepayment of do 
|| mestic postages except on such matter as may 
be entitled to free delivery by special enactment. 
|| By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of G. \WV. 
|| Standifer, of Tennessee, praying compensation 
'| for services in the United States military tele: 
|| graph department. 

By Mr. MORRILL, of Maine: The petition 
of John Patten and 47 others, citizens of Bath. 
Maine, remonstrating against the proposed 
increase in rank of the staff officers of the Navy. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of Join 
A. Wicker and 33 others, citizens of Knox 
county, Indiana, praying the compulsory pre- 
payment of postage on printed matter in certain 
cases. 

By Mr. PACKARD: A petition of 202 cit 
zens of Valparaiso, Indiana, for the abolition 
| of the franking privilege. — 

By Mr. SARGENT: A petition of citizen: 
of Iowa Hill, California, praying for the aboli: 
tion of the franking privilege. a 

By Mr. STARKW BATHER: The petition 
of George H. Greenman and others, of (ro- 
ton and Stonington, Connecticut, asking tor 
the abolition of the franking privilege. _ 

By Mr. TOWNSEND: A petition of divers 
iron manufacturing companies and manufac 
turers, asking Congress to inquire into Com- 
missioner Wells’s data concerning the manu- 
facture of pig-iron. 








Also, a petition of the Delaware County 
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» thor Medical Society concerning the rank of the || consent to have action taken on that bill now. || ing the enactment of a law which shall perma- 
medical staff in the Navy. || It is in pursuance of a memorial of the Legis- || nently accord to medical officers of the Navy 
reiety , By Mr. UPSON: The petition of John M. |! lature of lowa; and no one in the Senate, Iam || such rank, material privileges, immunities, and 
1g for a Hughes and 69 others, citizens of Cuyahoga || sure, will object to it. accommodations, as well as such definite pro- 
3 of th eounty, Ohio, that pensions be granted to the The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be re- || tection to their authority, as may be deemed 
. “arvivors of the war of 1812 and the widows of || ported in full, after which the Chair will ask for proper and needful in the premises; which was 
| Citizen deceased soldiers of said war. objections to its considerations if there be any. | referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Illinois, Also, the petition of Robert Hanna and 64 The Secretary read the bill; which proposes | Mr. COLE presented a petition of citizens 
hing th, others, citizens of Cuyahoga county, Ohio, for || to repeal so much of the act of August 8, 1846, || of California, praying an appropriation for the 
: the same purpose. entitled ‘* An act granting certain lands to the | construction at the United States navy-yard at 
t Dd. B Also, the petition of Hazen Hughes and 67 || Territory of Iowa to aid in the improvement || Mare Island of one or more first-class vessels 
Omot others, citizens of Cuyahoga county, Ohio, for || of the navigation of the Des Moines river, in || for the Government of the United States; 
ASSOCig the same purpose. said ‘lerritory,’’ as makes the river a public | which was referred to the Committee on Appro 
Inst th By Mr. WELKER: The petition of Luther || highway, priations. 
» Corliss Clapp and 41 others, citizens of Chatham, || Mr. EDMUNDS. I think that ought to go Mr. CONKLING. I present the petition 
f Mare} Medina county, Ohio, asking the abolition of || to a committee. I believe it refers to the Des || of Mrs. Eleanor O. Wren, of the city of Brook- 
“engin the franking privilege. || Moines rapids. || lyn, in the State of New York. ‘The petition re- 
Untoo Also, the petition of A. H. Riddington and Mr. HARLAN. It does not refer to the Des || cites that she is a person advanced in years and 
, AAIns! 41 others, citizens of South Amherst, Lorain || Moines rapids. It is in relation to the Des || poor; thatin 1861 she with her foursonsenlisted 
H. Cor county, Ohio, on the same subject. '| Moines river itself, which the State once attempt- || in aregiment, she as matron, and rendered ser 
atent Also, the petition of David M. Hess and 41 || ed to improve and make a navigable stream || vices which are set forth, and which seem to 
in th others, citizens of Baughman township, Wayne || of; but since then that improvement has been || have been remarkable. Appended to the peti- 
county, Ohio, on the same subject. | abandoned, and the Legislature has memorial- || tion are letters from many humane and well 
KE. Mor By Mr. WELLS: The petition of Donivan & || ized Congress,'asking to have the act declaring known persons, and sheasks, for reasons which 
for th Ferfullick, J. S. Werrell and others, of St. || it a navigable stream repealed. The water of || are stated, that the sum of $10,000 be appro- 
Louis, Missouri, to admit free of duty soda-ash, | the river is now being used for machinery and _—— to her in compensation for her services. 
f Hon caustic soda, sal-soda, bicarbonate soda, bleach- || for no other purpose. move that the petition be referred to the Com- 
ill, Wil ing powder, and chloride of lime. | Mr. EDMUNDS. Will a delay of three or || mittee on Claims. 
s of In By Mr. WHITTEMORE: The petition of || four days make any difference? The motion was agreed to. 


e dutik 


Richar 


William P. Karly, corporal Captain H. Lyon’s 
company Georgia mounted volunteers, for pen- 
sion. 








Mr. HARLAN. 


It will not; but the bill bas 


| passed the other House and litigation may arise, 


and we may as well dispose of it now. 


Mr. SUMNER presented the petitions of 
Mary A. Kingsbury, Michael McGinniss, and 
William Pray, of Massachusetts, praying to be 


ra pen Also, the petition of William Brantly, a sol- Mr. EDMUNDS. Well, Mr. President, I allowed a pension ; which were referred to the 
dier of the war of 1812, for invalid pension. will not object. I do not want to get the rep- | Committee on Pensions. 
ette, fi By Mr. WILLIAMS: A petition of 153 || utation of being too much of an obstructionist. Mr. CAMERON presented seven petitions 
citizens of Butler, De Kalb county, Indiana, The bill was reported to the Senate without |) of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying the aboli 
ain cit praying for the passage of a law for the pre- | amendment, ordered to a third reading, read || tion of the franking privilege ; which were re- 
accor payment of all domestic postage except such || the third time, and passed. ferred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
cogniz as etd _ entitled to free delivery by special EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS ~— Galthinos I j 
enactment. 1h TOR PRESIDENT Ia} Se Mr. CA} N. am also requested to 
Bloom By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio: The petition of S The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the present a petition signed by twenty of the sol- 
«mg om 1 . Senate a report of the Secretary of the ‘T'reas- ; : > eam * Mn 
asking Mary Lee, mother of Thomas Conley, com- oe ihn Rial liance with a res- || “iers of the war of 1812. These twenty per- 
age. pany D, second battalion United States in- hea 5 tt Anger oe ae 1869. sons have lived the united period of fifteen hun 
yanying tantry, for arrears of pension. | ee re a a oe “7 1. ? || dred and ninety-two years. The oldest among 
a r } : ae . - || information in relation to the present condition ees vi md ; ; 
n Turi By Mr. WOODWARD: A petition of citi- || f the United States branch mint at New | them is ninety years of age, and the youngest, 
for cer zens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for 0 a . ge Bai vegagaal © pot er i - I believe, seventy-two. I know some of these 
of tl the abolition of the franking privilege. Co : a meg wt Repay tin ee reserred to tie || old men. I remember when they were full of 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be : ; 3 ’ 
died vigor and full of youthfulness. Most of them 
rane IN SENATE. i PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS are now poor as well as very old. They ask 
ask esis : @ 194 ati, coe aa oT cee for some recognition of their services. They 
. Tavpspay, January i, 1870. | Mr. WILLIAMS. I present the memorial || pelieve, as I believe, that when they volun 
1 eit I rayer by the Chaplain, Rey. J Ee NEWMAN, of ds Ross Browne, our late munister to China, teered to serve the country in the war of 1812 
asking _ i. | in which he represents that he has not received || they were as much needed to save the country 
Operty J he Secretary proceeded to read the Journal his salary for three months and twenty-three as men who have received large pensions since. 
of yesterda ° | days, and that it has been decided that under They offered their lives. Many of these men 
of P Mr. MORTON. I suggest that the further || existing laws he cannot receive any compen- || [ know lost their fortunes. In presenting this 
ounty. reading of the Journal be dispensed with. | sation for those services. He also represents petition I desire to ask for it not euie he 
of di _ The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- || that he has been subjected to extraordinary || earnest but the careful attention of the Com 
$ May tion? It requires unanimous consent. expenses, which altogether have made his losses || mittee on Pensions. I trust that these few old 
tment. Mr. TRU] BULL. I object. || during the nine months that he was in that office | men will be taken care of now before they die. 
G. W. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from || about twelve thousand dollars more than he | In a few years more none of them will be left, 
sation Illinois objects. The Secretary will continue || actually received; and he asks for relief. I | and I think we can render no more fitting com 
y tel the reading. : 4 || think the memorial shows very strong equities | pliment to the patriotic men of the country 
| The Secretary concluded the reading of the | for the claim of Mr. Browne, and I commend | than by giving a small pension to these sol 
tition Journal. 1} 1t to the favorable consideration of the Com- diers. l move that the petition be referred to 
Bath, HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. || mittee on Foreign Relations, to which 1 move — the Committee on Pensions. 
_— The following bills and joint resolution ofthe || Pat it be referred. The motion was agreed to. 
yews House of Representatives were severally read The een was agreed 7 “8 Mr. HOWARD. I present the petition of 
Jolin twice by their titles, and referred as indicated | Mr. EDMUNDS presented the petition of | Reuben Goodrich, receiver of public moneys 
Knox below : '| Sarah E. Wilson, widow of William H. Wil- || at Traverse City, Michigan, praying that he 
y pre: A bill (H. R. No. 249) concerning the dis- || son, late acting surgeon United States volun- | may be allowed in the settlement of his ac- 
ertaill trict courts of the United States for the district || teers, praying to be allowed arrears of pension; | counts the sum of $1,277 71, in consequence 
of lowa—to the Committee on the Judiciary. || which was referred to the Committee on Pen- | of the payment of that amount by him to Mor- 
2 cit! A bill (H. R. No. 785) to. provide for fur- || sions. gan Bates, the then register of the land office 
lition nishing artificial limbs to disabled soldiers—tc || _ Mr. McCREERY presented the petition of | at Traverse City, whom President Johnson had 
; the Committee on Military A ffairs. '| William Cook, of Kentucky, praying to be | attempted to remove from his office. I move 
tizen A bill (H. R. No. 787) for the relief of David || allowed a pension; which was referred to the | that the petition be referred to the Committee 
aboli Sergeant—to the Committee on Claims. || Committee on Pensions. on Claims, and I commend it to the careful 
A joint resolution (H. R. No. 109) amend- Mr. ABBOTT presented three petitions of || attention of that committee, for I believe it to 
tition atory of the joint resolution for the relief of cer- || citizens of Wilmington, North Carolina, pray- | be a very meritorions claim. 
Gro tain officers of the Army, approved July 26, || ing an appropriation for the erection of a post rhe motion was agreed to. 
ig for 1866—to the Committee on } ilitary Affairs. | office building suitable for the accommodation Mr. HOWARD. I present also the petition 
DES MOLNE oil of the increasing postal business of the city, | of Horatio Ames and Clifford Arrick, who 
ile MOINES RIVER, cote _— Preseagg ae 
liver mr , : and also praying in connection therewith the | complain of certain irregularities that took 
ufa The bill (H. R. No. 790) repealing so much || erection of United States court-rooms and place in the proceedings before the recent 
Com- of the act of August 8, 1846, as declared the || custom-house; which were referred to the | court of inquiry respecting General Dyer, chief 
anu: Des Moines river, in the then Territory of Iowa, || Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. of ordnance. I move its reference to the Com 
a ae highway was read twice by its title. || Mr. SPENCER presented a memorial of || mittee on Military Affairs. 
yunty Mr. HARLAN. I hope the Senate will || officers of the Mobile Medical Society, pray- 





The motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. FENTON. I have in my hand a peti- 
tion, signed by several hundred citizens of 
Albany, in the State of New York, asking that 
an appropriation be made for the construction 
in that city of a Government building for the 
accommodation of the post office and United 
States courts and other Federal offices there. 
| move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. RAMSEY. 


A] 


| 
| 


I suggest to the Senator | 


from New York that a similar petition was | 


yesterday presented by his colleague, and re- | 


terred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


Mr. FENTON. Very well; let this take 
the eame course. ] ; 
the VICK PRESIDENT. This petition 


will be referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations; but the Chair will state that peti- 
tions in regard to a post office building in North 
Carolina were referred this morning to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
Mr. RAMSEY. ‘The rule has not been uni- 
form in the Senate heretofore. Sometimes 
such petitions have been referred to one com- 
mittee and sometimes to another. They gen- 
erally ask for a building of a mixed character, 
tor judicial and for postal and custom-house 
purposes. 





Sometimes they have gone to the | 


Committee on Commerce, sometimes to the | 


Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 
and sometimes to the Committee on Appropri- 
ations ; and to the latter committee a petition 
of this very character was referred yesterday. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. This petition 


will be referred to the Committee on Appro- | 


priations. 


Mr. FENTON presented the memorial of 


Alexander M. Cummings, of New Jersey, pray- | 


| 


ing an appropriation of S700 O9 for the trans- 
portation of the United States mail in post | 


coaches on route No. 951, from New York to 
Philadelphia, from December 7, 1836, to Jan- 
uary 1, 1837, and also for his expenses in 
furnishing extra teams, removing snow, and 
opening roads which were rendered impassable 
by the great snow storm of January, 1836; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


He also presented the petition of Charles D. | 


Schmidt, praying for a modification of the law | 


relative to stamps on boxes of cigars; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. SCOTT presented seven petitions of | 


citizens of Scranton, Pennsylvania; a petition | 


of citizens of Krie, Pennsylvania; andapetition 
of citizens of Shurleysburg, Huntington county, 
Pennsylvania, praying the abolition of the 
iranking privilege ; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post Oflicesand Post Roads. 


He also presented a petition of the officers | 
and members of the Medical Society of Venango | 


county, Pennsylvania, and a petition of the 
president and secretary of the Medical Society 
of the District of Columbia, setting forth the 
wrongs to which medical officers in the Navy 
are subject, and praying for the passage of a 
law which shall seeure to them such rank, 
inaterial privileges, immunities, and accom- 
modations, as well as such definite protection 
to their authority as may be deemed proper and 
needful in the premises; which were referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Magnolia, lowa, praying the abolition | 
of the franking privilege ; wh 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 


Roads 1} 


Mr. THAYER presented a petition of citi- 


1ich was referred } 
} 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Duke, of Albemarle county, Virginia, praying 
to be relieved from their political disabilities ; 
which were referred to the select Committee 


| on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 


| 





Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of 


| citizens of Ohio, praying the abolition of the 


franking privilege ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
Mr. FOWLER presented the petitions of 
William P. A. Campbell and James J. Turner, 
of Tennessee, praying to be relieved from their 
political disabilities; which were referred to 


| the select Committee on the Removal of Polit- | 


ical Disabilities. 
Mr. HAMILTON presented the a of 
George Sibbald, of Philadelphia, P 


propriations. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

Mr. CONKLING. The petition of Moses 
Van Name, of Jersey City, and of Joshua Van 
‘Tassel, of Tarrytown, and others, was presented 
in the summer of 1868 in the last Congress and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. I am 
requested to move that the papers be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate and re- 
ferred again to the same committee. I make 
that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, it was 

Ordered, That the petitions of Frank C. Darling, 
Jerome J. Getty, and Matthew Wright, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Claims, 

On motion of Mr. McCREERY, it was 

Ordered, That Mrs. McCormick have leave to with- 
draw her petition and papers from the files of the 
Senate. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CARPENTER, from the Committee on 

the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 


| (S. No. 141) to provide a remedy for the loss 


or destruction of judgment records or decrees 
appertaining to prcnonsnap in the United States 
courts, reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
the joint resolution (S. R. No. 81) declaratory 


and amendatory of the act entitled ‘‘An act to | 


provide for an American line of mail and emi- 
grant passenger steamships between New York 
and one or more European ports,’’ passed 
July 27, 1868, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. VICKERS, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 78) relative to the estab- 
lishment of a light-station on the Choptank 
river, in Maryland, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WILLEY, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, to whom wes referred the petition of 
Christian Sharp, of Philadelphia, praying for 


|| a reéxtension of his patent for Sharp’s breech- 
| loading rifle, asked to be discharged from its 
| further consideration ; which was agreed to. 


| 
' 
| 


zens of Fort Calhoun, Washington county, Ne- || 


braska, praying the abolition of the franking | 
privilege; which was referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Post Oflices and Post Roads. | 
Mr. WILLEY presented the petitions of | 
IXdmund Marshall, William C, Thornton, and | 
G. D. Hanby, of Carroll county, Virginia, | 
praying to be relieved from their political dis- | 
which were referred to the select 


nbilities ; 


Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- || should like to have it 


abilities. 


Mr. ROBERTSON presented the petitions 


| 


} 


| to 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the bill (S. No. 248) relating to 
copies of drawings in the Patent Office, and 
for other purposes; and the bill (S. No. 118) 
to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act making 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, 
and judicial expenses of the Government for 
the year ending 30th June, 1870,’’ reported in 
favor of their indefinite postponement; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLEY. The same committee, to 
whom was referred the bili (H. R. No. 336) 
for the relief of Alinzor Clark, have instructed 
me to report it back without amendment, and 
to recommend its passage; and if there be no 
objection, as it will take but a moment, I 

ut on its a now. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Isthere objection 


its present consideration ? 


ennsylva- || 
nia, praying an appropriation to experiment: || 
ally verify the combined steam caloric and | 
superheated air engine invented by him; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Ap- | 
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| of John P. Mathews, of Fairfield county, South || Mr. WILLIAMS. I prefer to have th, 
Carolina, and Thomas Wood and R. T. W. | 


morning business concluded unless there ;, 
some very great necessity for immediate acti) 

Mr. WILLEY. The only necessity is ¢h., 
whenever we introduce these private bills y,, 


| have to get them through in the morning hoy, 


and I thought if there was no pressing urg 


} ! e ency 
of other business this would take buta mon 


lent, 


| being merely formal, for the purpose of puttin, 
|| it on its passage. I 


If there is any desire to oo). 
into the bill, of course I do not urge its prese,; 
consideration. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec. 
tion to its present consideration ? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I object. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. 
the Calendar. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I object until the morp. 
ing business is completed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous 


It will £0 upon 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (s. 


No. 383) to renew and continue in force the 
charter of the Potomac Insurance Company 
of Georgetown, District of Columbia; whic, 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Cow. 
mittee on the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. HOWARD asked, and by unanimous 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (s 
| No. 384) to amend an act regulating the time 


of holding the courts of the United States for 


| the district of Kentucky, approved May 15, 


1862; which was read twice by its title, re 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 385) 
to prevent the collection of taxes on propert; 
exempt from taxation; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (Ss. 
No. 886) prescribing the rules of evidence in 
certain cases; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on the Judi 


| ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous consen: 


|| obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 387 


to change the judicial circuits ; which was reat 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimou: 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 888) to aid the construction of a railroad 
and telegraph line from Marshall, ‘Texas, to 
San Diego, California, with branches and con- 


| nections; which was read twice by its title, 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consen! 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 38! 
making a grant of lands to the North Louisiana 


; and Texas Railroad Company to aid in th 


construction of a railroad from the Texas line 
west of Greenwood, via Greenwood, Shreve- 
port, and Monroe, toa point on the Mississippi 
river near Vicksburg; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (5. 
No. 390) to change the place of holding the 
courts of the United States for the northern 
district of Mississippi; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SCHURZ asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (5. 
No. 3891) to remove the political disabilities o! 
persons therein named in the State of Texas ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the select Committee on the Removal of Polit 


'| ical Disabilities, and ordered to be printed. 


unanimous 


Mr. OSBORN asked, and by 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 392) fixing the status of certain Iederal 
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\diers enlisting in the Union Army from the 
. of Florida; which was read twice by its 
‘le, referred to the Committee on Military 
‘airs, and ordered to be printed. 


“Mr. THAYER asked, and by unanimous 


state 


nsent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. | 


\'o, 393) providing for a grant of land to aid 

the construction of a railroad and telegraph 
-»e from Omaha, in Nebraska, via the mouth 
the Niobrara river, to Fort Berthold, in Da- 
-ota Territory; which was read twice by its 

stle, referred to the Committee on Public 
ands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROSS asked, and by unanimous consent 
Jptained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 394) 
‘o encourage the growth of forest trees ; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ACQUINA BAY LIGIT-HOUSE. 


Mr. WILLIAMS submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 


requested to inform the Senate as to the necessity 
nd expediency of constructing a harbor light-house 

at the mouth of s— bay,in the State of Oregon, 

with an estimate of the cost of such a structure. 


INDIAN TREATIES. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
business has now closed. 

Mr. DRAKE. 
table that I offered yesterday which I should 
like to have acted upon. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Missouri calls up the resolution amendatory of 
the rules offere 
laid over one day under the rules. 


The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: | 


Resolved, That the thirty-ninth standing rule of 
the Senate be amended by adding thereto the fol- 
Wat his rule shall not apply to treaties with 
indian tribes, which shall be considered and acted 
upon in open Senate. 

Mr. DRAKE. I do not suppose that it is 
necessary to go into any extended remarks in 
reference to this proposed amendment to the 
thirty-ninth rule. The subject has been before 
the Senate on two or three previous occasions ; 
but in some way or other the adoption of this 
amendment has been put over by reference to 
committees, &c. Now, sir, I wish that the 
action of the Senate might be had upon it. I 
believe it is important to the interests of the 
country that this amendment should be adopted. 
| hope that the Senate is prepared to vote upon 
it at this time. 

Mr. FERRY. I move to amend the reso- 
lution by adding at the end of the proposed 
rule the following: 

Nor to treaties by whose ratification territory may 


be acquired to the United States from foreign Gov- 
ernments. 


My object in offering the amendment, sym- | 


pathizing as I do entirely with the object of the 
Senator from Missouri in his original resolution, 
is that treaties of the character which we are 
assured by the public press will speedily be 
submitted to the coud 

shall be discussed openly in open session, so 
that the country can understand the causes 
which induce the Senate either to advise and 


consent, or to refuse to advise and consent to | 


the acquisition of territory from foreign Govern- 
nents to the United States. Weare informed 
by the public press that treaties have been 
negotiated by the executive department of this 
(;overnment which, if ratified, will add to the 
present territory of the United States the entire 
territory of a foreign republic now in amity 
with this Government. We are informed by 
the public press that the executive department 
of this Government, without any appropriation 
lor that end, and, so far as I know, without 
sanetion of law, has taken from the Treasury 
of the United States a considerable amount 
of money and paid it out to acquire the consent 
of the executive authority of a foreign Govern- 





The morning | 


There is a resolution on the | 


by himself yesterday, which | 


eration of the Senate | 


ty 


ment to the occupation of a portion of the terri- 
tory of that Government by the United States. 
We are also informed by the public press 
that the people of the territory thus sought to 
be acquired are now in a state of civil war, the 
contending parties being led by two persons, 
| each of whom has been the president of the 


| 
| 
|| quired; that the conseut which we have thus 
| purchased is the consent of the leader of one 
of these contending parties, protested against 
by the other party; and that if it be true that 
the Government of the United States has taken 
| possession of any portion of the territory thus 
| sought to be acquired it may be necessary to 
defend that position by force of arms. When 
matters of such grave import as are thus sug- 
gested by the public newspapers of the country 
| are to be brought, as suggested by those news- 
| papers, to the consideration of the Senate of the 
United States, it is my deliberate judgment that 
the discussion ought to be had in open session. 
Mr. THAYER. [I rise to a point of order. 
|| The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Nebraska rises to a point of order, which 
he will state. 
Mr. THAYER. My point of order is that 
| itis not in order to diseuss a treaty or what 


of the Senate. 
Mr. FERRY. 
whatever. 
papers. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Connecticut has stated what he has 
learned from the public press. 
stated that that was correct. 


I have stated the contents of news- 


a treaty or supposed treaty; and [ still insist 
| on the point of order, that it is not competent 
to discuss such a subject, even upon reports in 
newspapers, in open session, as to what the 
President may or may not have done. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The language of 
the Serfator from Connecticut appeared to the 
Chair to be guarded and not to refer to any- 
thing that had been discussed in any executive 
session of the Senate. He spoke of what had 
been stated in the public press, and was com- 
menting upon it. The Chair thinks that he 
cannot rule him out of order in so doing. If 
he did it would be exercising the power of the 
Chair to limit debate, a power which has never 
been exercised before by a presiding officer ; 
but if the Senator from Nebraska doubts the 








can judge. 

Mr. THAYER. 
raise the question; [ do not wish to appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. 
take the liberty of adding that the remarks of 
the honorable Senator from Connecticut are 
based upon reports in newspapers, which re- 
ports refer directly to supposed treaties which 
are alleged to be now before the Senate. It 
seems to me, with all due respect to the Chair, 
that the remarks of the Senator relate toa 





| in open Senate. 
‘|| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair would 
|| not be at liberty to narrow the range of dis- 
cussion by his own authority unless the Senate 
|| should order it to be done. The Chair thinks 
| the Senator from Connecticut bas not trans- 
gressed the rules in regard to executive session. 
Mr. FERRY. I was saying, Mr. President, 
when interrupted by the call to order, that it 
is my deliberate judgment that treaties which 
| propose to acquire the territory of foreign 
Governments forthe Government of the United 


The most remarkable instance of the annexation 
of territory in the history of our Government, 


may be supposed to be atreaty in open session | 


I have discussed no treaty | 
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public press, that it is now proposed to acquire 
the territory of another foreign re public, it 
seems to me that the people of the United 
States ought to know the reasons which may 
be given for such acquisitions and against such 
acquisitions. The people of the United States 


| ought to know all that may be brought to bear 
| republic whose territory is sought to be ac- | 


to influence the votes of Senators in their final 
action upon sucha question. Itis, particularly 
in the case now suggested by the public press, 
one of the gravest questions which has ever 
arisen since the formation of this Government, 
not being for the acquisition of territory on the 
continent, but of the territory of an insular 
republic, out of which may possibly grow the 
beginnings of a new colonial system. 

lt is merely because I think that the public 
interests require that matters of so grave mo 
ment should be openly discussed, and thus all 
the light reflected back upon the Senate from 
the public of which the case is capable, that | 
have offered the amendment to the resolution 
submitted by the Senator from Missouri. | 
hope that both the amendment and the ori 
ginal resolution will prevail. 

Mr. DRAKE. I understand that the honor- 
able Senator from Indiana [ Mr. Prart] desires 
to address the Senate this morning; and in 
order that this may not interfere with his wishes 
I move that it be laid over until to-morrow 
morning. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Missouri moves that the resolution be 


|| postponed until to-morrow. 


He has not 


Mr. THAYER. That is alleged to relate to | 


correctness of the decision the Chair will sub- | 
mit the question to the Senate, and the Senate | 


It is sufficient for me to | 


I, however, | 


subject the discussion of which is prohibited 


to wit, the annexation of Texas, was accom- | 


plished, I believe, by a joint resolution which 


| 
| 
| 
| States ought to be considered in open session. 
| was subjected to much debate in both Houses 


of Congress. 


The motion was agreed to. 
ADMIRALTY AND MARITIME JURISDICTION. 


Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, I move that 
Senate bill No. 375, giving to the State courts 
concurrent jurisdiction with the district courts 
of the United States in cases of maritime con- 
tracts and torts upon the navigable rivers above 
the ebb and flow of the tide, be taken up for 


| the purpose of referring it to the Committee 





| with the Federal district courts. 


| class of litigation. 


on the Judiciary, and upon that motion I de 
sire to submit some remarks to the Senate. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion to take up the bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, the purpose 


| of the bill I have introduced is to preserve to 
| the States that concurrent jurisdiction which 


until recently they exercised with the district 
courts of the United States over an important 
Recent decisions, made 
by the highest judicial tribunal, have made a 
modification of the existing law absolutely 
necessary. ‘The last in the series, rendered at 
the December term, 1866, annihilated a most 
important branch of remedial law common to 
all the western States. It has transferred to 
the exclusive cognizance of the Federal courts 
a large class of cases over which for near half 
a century the State courts have exercised un- 
questioned jurisdiction. 

The bill I have introduced modifies the ninth 
section of the judiciary act of 1789 only so far 
as to allow the State courts to continue to ex- 
ercise their former jurisdiction in common 
In other 
words, it deprives the district courts of the 
United States of their exclusive jurisdiction in 
maritime causes occurring on the navigable 
rivers above tide-water, so boldly asserted and 
ruled by the Supreme Court in the case of 
The Hine vs. Trevor, reportedin 4 Wallace, 555. 

I will first call the attention of the Senate to 
the features of that State legislation which is 
overthrown and made nugatory by this decis- 
ion. In quoting from the statutes of my own 
State, I quote what is substantially on the 
statute-book of every western State penctrated 
or bounded by navigable rivers. 

The law of Indiana makes all boats, vessels, 
and water-craft found in the waters of the State 


| liable— 


If it be true, as stated in the |! 


1. For all debts contracted. by the master, 
owner, agent, clerk, or consignee thereof on 
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account of supplies furnished for the use of 
the same; on account of work done or ser- 
vices rendered for the same by boatmen or 
inariners, Or any other persons, or on account 
of work done or materials furnished in build- 
ing, repairing, fitting out, furnishing, or equip- 
ping such boat, vessel or water-craft ; 

2. For all demands or damages arising out 
of any contract of affreightment or any willful 
or negligent act of the master, owner, or agent 
thereof, done in connection with the business 
of such boat, vessel, or water-craft, or any con- 
tract relative to the transportation of persons 
or property entered into by the master, owner, 
agent, clerk or consignee thereof ; and 


‘or all injuries to persons or property |, 
by such boat, vessel, or water-craft, or by the | 


oflicers or crew, done in connection with the 
business of the same. 

Claims growing out of any of these causes 
are made liens upon the boat, vessel, or water- 
craft, and their appendages, and take prefer- 


ence of any claims against the boat itself or | 


its owners growing out of any other causes. 
I'he person aggrieved has his action against 
the boat in the county in which it is found to 
enforce his lien. Upon complaint and afli- 
davit the boat or vessel is attached, and held 
until the debt is paid or security given. 
action may be brought before any justice of 
the peace in the county where the boat or ves- 


The | 


sel is found when the amount claimed is within | 


his jurisdiction. 


| sufficient proof of the tide there, and so the 


‘he Senate will not fail to observe how wide- || 


reaching are the provisions of this law. 
will note how it includes the labor and mate- 
rials that build the boat or vessel; the stores 
and supplies and labor necessary to operate 
and man it, the expenses of equipment ‘and 
repairs, and maritime contracts and torts aris- 


ing from the business of the boat; and how it | 


atlords a domestic forum clothed with ample 
powers to do prompt and inexpensive justice 
to every honest claimant. 

This beneficent legislation gave protection 
and a prompt remedy in all the cases embraced 
in its comprehensive terms. ‘The smallest 
creditor could attach the proudest steamer 


They || 


| identical with that exercised by England in her 


| 


| complaint of the Commons of England, defining 


which ignored his just claims, and detain her | 


until his dues were paid or secured. The forum 
where he sought justice was near at home. In 
many cases his grievances could be heard and 
determined by a justice of the peace. What 
he sought was payment or security, and it was 
small hardship for the boat to furnish the se- 
curity if the justice of his demand was denied. 
lhe proceedings were so simple and direct in 
their character that small legal skill was requi- 


_by the Supreme Court of the United States 


site, and the humblest creditor might hope to || 


save something after paying expenses. 
l'hese unpretending courts of admiralty juris- 


diction created by the States existed and were | 


in full and beneficent operation along every 


navigable water-course throughout the West, | 


doing prompt justice and redressing number- 
less grievances in a — way, at the moment 
the Supreme Court of the United States, by 
one sweeping decision, annihilated their juris- 
diction and dismissed every suit upon their cal- 
enders. 
to peruse, that which traces the revolution of 
opinion ending in this summary ouster of State 
jurisdiction over its own waters a thousand 
miles beyond the influence of the tide. 

(he lederal Constitution declares that the 
judicial power shall extend to cases of admi- 
ralty and maritime jurisdiction. 

The first Congress which assembled after the 
Constitution had been ratified passed an act to 
establish the judicial courts ofthe United States. 
By the third section it was enacted that there 


in the ninth section it was declared that it 
should have exclusive original cognizance of 
all civil causes of admiralty and maritime juris- | 
diction, including all seizures under laws of | 
impost, navigation, or trade of the United | 


| 


States, where the seizures were made on waters |! 


| 


It is a curious page of judicial history |' 


| of this decision the judicial precedents are || 
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{| 
navigable from the sea by vessels of ten or more | 
tons burden, within their respective districts as 
well as upon the high seas. 

Now, the Constitution in delegating to the 
courts to be created under it judicial powers || 
had not expressed that the jurisdiction in admi- | 
ralty and maritime cases should be exclusive. | 
That word is not found in the Constitution ; it 
is only found in the judiciary act of 1789. The 
Constitution says the judicial powershall extend 
to cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, 
which might well be without being exclusive. 
I believe it is not held in any of the numerous 





decisions made under this clause of the Con- 
stitution that it is not competent for Congress 
to communicate to the State courts concurrent 
jurisdiction over these cases. For many years, 
indeed -up to the year 1851, it was uniformly 
held by the Federal courts that their jurisdic- || 
tion in admiralty under these constitutional || 
and legislative grants was limited to the high 
seas, their bays, inlets, creeks, and rivers, up 
to the point where the tide ebbed and flowed. 

Indeed, sir, as late as the year 1848, ina 
case reported in 5 Howard, 441, when a col- 
lision took place on the Mississippi river near 
the bayou Goulah, there was much doubt of the 
jurisdiction of the Federal court, because of the 
uncertainty whether the tide flowed so high. 
Bat the majority of the court thought there was 


jurisdiction was sustained. ‘The argument in 
those days was that admiralty and maritime 
cases had a well-defined meaning at the time 
of the adoption of the Constitution; that the 
jurisdiction given to the lederal courts was 


courts of admiralty, and should be confined to 
tide-waters. In England the court of admiralty 
was originally constituted for the adjudication 
of causes and disputes arising upon the high 
sea and within the jurisdiction of the lord high 
admiral, whose deputy the judge of that court 
formerly was. ‘Their proceedings being ac- 
cording to the course of the civil law, Became 
very unpopular in ancient times, and a statute 
was made in the reign of Richard II upon the 


its jurisdiction, by which it was accorded and || 
assented that the admirals and their deputies |, 
should not meddle from thenceforth of any- 
thing done within the realm, but only of a 
thing done upon the sea. 

In the case of the Thomas Jefferson, decided 
in 1825, it was solemnly declared and adjudged 


that the jurisdiction of the courts of admiralty 
of the United States was limited to the ebb | 
and flow of the tide; and this case was fol- || 
lowed in the year 1837 by the case of the || 
steamboat Orleans vs. Phoebus, 11 Peters, 175, || 
affirming the same principle. Up to the date || 








unbroken upon this question. “ There is a 
series of judicial opinions by the highest court 
of the land which impliedly affirmed the State | 
legislation on the subject by denying to the | 
Federal courts jurisdiction in admiralty in our 
navigable rivers above tide-water. 

The first decision which questioned this long- 
established doctrine was pronounced in 1851 
by Chief Justice Taney, in the celebrated case | 
of the propeller Genesee Chief vs. Fitzhugh, 
12 Howard, 443. In that case it was broadly 


' asserted that the admiralty and maritime juris- | 


| the Constitution of the United States was not | 


or with a foreign nation. 
should be a court called the district court, and || 


diction granted to the Federal Government by 


limited to tide-waters, but extended to all 
public navigable lakes and rivers where com- | 
merce was carried on between different States | 
lt was further held 
that the act of Congress passed on the 26th of 
February, 1845, extending the jurisdiction of 
the district courts to certain cases upon the | 
lakes and the navigable waters connecting the | 
same was consistent with the Constitution. 

I shall presently have occasion to refer to } 
this statute as affirming the principle contained '' 


| to call the attention of the Senate to the 
| that the constitutionality of that act of ( 
|. gress is here explicitly affirmed. 


| where it was held by the Supreme Court th 


| which the Sunshine was injured. 
' caused the Hine to be seized while she was 
| lying at Davenport, Iowa, in a proceeding un 
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in the bill I have introduced, and pause here 


fact 


‘ 
vOn- 


The case of the Genesee Chief was 4) 
lowed in 1866 by the case of the Moses Taylor 
statute of California similar to the Wetate ct 
Indiana in authorizing actions in rem again 
vessels for causes of action cognizable in ad- 
miralty invests her courts with admiralty juris. 
diction, and that the judicial power of th, 
United States is in some cases unavoidably ex. 
clusive of all State authority, and in all others 
it may be so at the election of Congress, and 
that the ninth section of the judiciary act, whic) 
vests in the district courts of the United States 
exclusive cognizance of civil causes of admi- 
ralty and maritime jurisdiction, was constity. 


| tional. 


That decision seemed to put the finishing blow 
upon the whole mass of State legislation upon 
the subject. But it was followed by another, 
the last I shall quote, The Hine vs. Trevor, 4 
Wallace, 555, which swept away every vestige 
of State power ; which laid in ruins the struc. 
tures of State jurisprudence which had been 
built up during half a century, with an undoult 
ing confidence on the part of the courts that 
their jurisdiction reached their own rivers, 
rivers that penetrated their States or divided 
them from adjoining States. In this case the 
court hold that State statutes which attempt to 
confer upon State courts a remedy for marine 
torts and contracts by proceedings strictly in 
rem are void—void not as being in conflict 
with the Constitution, but void because they 
are in conflict with the act of Congress of 1789, 
except as to cases arising on the lakes. 

The case was this: a collision occurred be 
tween the steamboats Hine and Sunshine on 
the Mississippi river at or near St. Louis, in 
Her owners 


der the laws of that State, to subject her to 
sale in satisfaction of the damages sustained 
by their vessel. ‘The code of Lowa, under 
which this seizure occurred, is similar to that 
of Indiana. The owners of the Hine inter 
posed oo to the jurisdiction of the State 
court. ‘This is the statement of the case which 


| drew from the court the crushing decision | 
| have stated. 


Mr. President, it is evident under this con- 


| dition of the law that all the grievances con- 
| templated and covered by State legislation and 


which found easy and convenient redress in the 
State courts near at hand, must hereafter be 
referred to the Federal courts. Before taking 


‘| my seat I will endeavor to give the Senate 


some idea of the immense losses and number. 
less inconveniences, amounting practically toa 
denial of justice in most cases, which must 
ensue unless the bill lying upon your table or 
a similar one shall become a law. 

But before doing this I desire to call the 
attention of the Senate to an act of Congress 
which is not only a precedent but by its in- 


|| completeness invites the passage of this bill. 
It has moreover the virtue of having been the 


subject of judicial review by the court of last 


resort, and to have received that court’s ap- 


proval. It is declared to be consistent with 
the Constitution of the United States. The 
eminent judge who pronounced the opinion 
has passedaway. He didnot live long enoug! 
to hear his power to speak upon that question 
called in question in this body. If anything, 
Mr. President, could disturb the serene repose 


_of the judicial dead I imagine it would be the 


arraignment the other day by the learned and 
eloquent Senator from Missouri [Mr. Drake] 
of the Supreme Court of the United States, and 
the bold challenge of its power to sit in judg: 


| ment upon the constitutionality of an act o! 


Congress. 
This act of Congress, which is thus stamped 
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hy judicial appro yal, was passed on the 26th of 
‘shruary, 1845, and is entitled ‘‘ An act extend- 


ng the jurisdiction of the district courts to cer- 
-ain cases upon the lakes and navigable waters 
onnecting the same. It provides— 
“ That the district courts of the United States shall 
ve, possess, and exercise the same jurisdiction in 
atters of contract and tort arising in, upon, or con- 
‘erning steamboats and other vessels of twenty tons 
ourden and upward, enrolled and licensed for the 
soasting trade and at the time employed in business 
commerce and navigation between ports and places 
», diferent States and Territoriesupon the lakes and 
nayigavle Waters connecting said lakes, as. is now 
y acagsed and exercised by the said courts in cases 
of the like steamboats and other vessels employed in 
vigation and commerce upon the high seas or tide- 
aters Within the admiralty and maritime jurisdic- 
son of the United States; and inall suits brought in 
h courts in all such matters of contract or tort the 
medies and the forme of process, and the modes of 
eoceeding, shall be the same as are or may be used 
y such courts in cases of admiralty and maritime 
urisdiction; and the maritime law of the United 
<:ates, so far as the same is or may be applicable 
‘hereto, shall constitute the rule of decision in such 
tits, in the same manner and tothe same extent and 
“ith the same equities as it now does in eases of 
umiralty and marit#me jurisdiction; saving, how- 
over, to the parties the right of trial by jury of all 
facts put in issue in such suits where either party 
all require it, and saving also to the parties the 
ight of a concurrent remedy at the common law 
where itis competent to give it, and any concurrent 
remedy which may be given by the State laws where 
uch steamer or other vessel is employed in such 
usiness of commerce and navigation.” 


1 





You will observe, Mr. President, that this 
aw was passed at a time when the doctrine 
was universally held that the jurisdiction in 
admiralty cases in the Federal courts was 
restricted to tide-water. It would have been 
quite unnecessary to have enacted it had the 
courts held the views promulgated in the case 
of the Genesee Chief, in 1851. It was en- 
acted because in the opinion of Congress the 
admiralty jurisdiction of the district courts 
did not extend beyond tide-water; because 
commerce and navigation upon the lakes and 
their connecting waters were attended with the 
same incidents of contracts and torts, and were 
subject to the same wants and necessities as 
commerce and navigation upon the high seas 
and tide-water rivers. 

And now, sir, I call the Senate’s attention 
to the concluding part of that act. The mari- 
time jurisdiction which is thus extended over 
the lakes is a modified jurisdiction—modified 
in that it allows the parties the right of trial 
by jury of all facts put in issue, which is a 
marked departure from the rules governing 
admiralty courts in maritime cases arising on 
the sea, and specially modified in securing any 
concurrent remedy which may be given by the 
State laws where the steamer or other vessel 
is employed in the business of commerce and 
navigation. 

That saving clause, sir, is the life of my bill. 
[t constitutes its very essence. This law of 
1845 trenches upon the judiciary act of 1789, 
which bestows exclusive jurisdiction, according 
to the decision of the court in 1866, upon the 
district courts. It trenches upon it in divid- 
ing that jurisdiction with the State courts; in 
allowing a concurrent remedy furnished by 
State laws. Had this act of 1845 gone buta 
step further and included in its provisions, as 
it well might, navigable rivers, the State courts 
would not have been ousted of their jurisdic- 
tion and banished as forums in admiralty cases 
occurring upén their own inland waters. 

But, sir, Lrepeat, this act of Congress having 
been declared constitutional no objection can 
be urged here that the Constitution confers this 
admiralty jurisdiction upon the Federal courts 
exclusively. It isnot so. Its language does not 
warrant such a conclusion. All the decisions 
made striking down State legislation have pro- 
ceeded upon the language of the judiciary act, 
and that alone. The moment that rivers above 
the influence of the tide were declared to be 
within admiralty jurisdiction, the language of 
the judiciary act was peremptory that the juris- 
diction of the district courts was exclusive. In 
the Magnolia case, 20 Howard, 296, it was held 
that the jurisdiction in admiralty in the Federal 
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courts did not depend upon the act of February 
26, 1845, but that it was founded on the judiciary 
act of September 24, 1789. That exclusiveness 
of jurisdiction in the district courts was de- 
stroyed in 1845 as to the lakes. The purpose 
of my billis to destroy it likewise as to the 
navigable rivers above tide-water. 

I submit, Mr. President, that I have estab- 
lished— 

First. That it is not inconsistent with the 
Constitution to allow the State courts to exer- 
cise admiralty jurisdiction upon the navigable 
rivers concurrently with the district courts. 

Second. That this concurrent jurisdiction is 
expressly given by the act of 1845, upon the 
lakes and their connecting waters. 

Third. That the State laws conferring this 
jurisdiction have been pronounced void, not 
by reason of their being in conflict with the 
Constitution, but simply because they eonflict 
with the act of Congress of September 24, 
1789, known as the judiciary act. 

All constitutional objections being out of 
the way, it only remains necessary for me to 
show that public policy demands that the States 
shall be reinvested with the power of which 
they have been shorn; that power which 
they exercised so long and beneficially. 

Is it well, Mr. President, for Congress to 
claim and hold what the Supreme Court has 
determined is their right to do? Is it wise to 
offend State pride and wound State sensibili- 
ties by adhering to a decision which annuls 
the laws of so many States, which strips their 
courts of what they all deemed and some of 
them still deem their rightful jurisdiction? 

Hear the sad comments made by the supreme 


| court of my own State soon after this fatal 


decision was rendered : 

*‘ According to the decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, in The Hine vs. Trever, 4 Wal- 
lace, 555, the statute by virtue of which the boat was 
seizedis void,and the wholecourse of State legislation 
and judicial decision since the adoption of the Fed- 
eral Constitution is swept away, and the entire sub- 
ject is to be deemed exclusively within the admiralty 
jurisdiction of the Federal courts. It is much to be 
regretted [adds the court] that such a decision should 
have been made, and that a practice so long and 
unformly, acquiesced in everywhere could not have 
been regarded as settling the law. Unless Congress 
shall intervene it is certain that innumerable mis- 
chiefs will result without any apparent compensating 
benefits. But upon the particular question the de- 
cision is binding authority upon us, and we must fol- 
low it, not because it commends itself to our judg- 
ment, but because due subordination requires it.” 

Mr. President, this is the language of a court 
distinguished for its moderation, wisdom, and 
learning. The whole wide field of mischief 
and disaster wrought by this unfortunate de- 
cision lay full before it when it uttered these 
words of deep import: ‘‘ unless Congress shall 
intervene it is certain that innumerable mis- 
chiefs will result,’’ &c. 

The history of the world, sir, shows that 
most of the great commercial and manufactur- 
ing cities have been founded at the mouths and 
upon the banks of navigable rivers. There is 
no commerce so cheap as upon water—un- 
taxed water. ‘The valleys through which they 
course contain the densest population. ‘Their 
alluvial soil is nourished by the sediment from 
overflows and the washings of the adjoining 
high lands. Production is stimulated by con- 
venient access to market. The earth is more 
thoroughly fertilized and worked, both because 
population is more dense and the returns of 
labor more profitable. 

No country, sir, is so blessed with the means 
of internal commerce and communication as 
ours. Look at our magnificent river system 
and our chain of lakes. The Mississippi ranks 
next after the Amazon as the greatest river of 
the globe—greater than the historic Nile which 
drains the plateau of central Africa; greater 
than the Yangtse-Kiang. the wonderful river 
of China, which courses three thousand miles 
from the mountains of Thibet, and whose mer- 
cantile marine transports the merchandise of 
two hundred and fifty million fig ; greater 
than the Indus and the Ganges, famed rivers 


| of India whose valleys for more than three 


415 


thousand years have teemed with human life. 
In this great valley of the Mississippi, where 
waters mingle that have their sources in rount 

ains two thousand miles apart; with its many 
fertile valleys and rich table lands; with its 
forests and mines and quarries, this nation is to 
find its greatest development. Here will be 
its densest population; here the seat of its 
great and diversified industries. The great ave- 
nue to the seain the years to come will be cov 

ered, as the rivers of Asia are covered, with 
innumerable water-craft, bearing from city to 
city, from district to district, and from all to 
the sea, the products of industry. 

The Mississippi with its affluents drains a 
surface of more than a million square miles. 
With its tributaries it affords a water-carriage 
of thirteen thousand miles—a line of river navi- 
gation greater than our coast line, Alaska ex- 
cluded. Fourteen States border these channels 
of commerce. Down and up these rivers the 
first population that poured over the Allegha- 
nies distributed itself. It is less than a cen- 
tury since the hardy pioneers entered these 
valicys and laid the foundations of their present 
imperial greatness. Now more than twenty 
million people have found their homes here, 
whose internal trade is double our foreign 
commerce. One thousand steamboats find 
employment inthis trade. Great cities dot the 
banks of the rivers. Nine of them, in one year 
since the close of the war, had a trade amount 
ing to seven hundred and forty-seven millions ; 
as great as our entire foreign commerce at this 
time. An ordinance older than the Constitu- 
tion set the seal of perpetual freedom upon the 
navigation of these rivers—freedom from all 
taxes, imposts and duties—and declared they 
should be common highways, and forever free 
to the citizens of the United States. When 
the nation was convulsed by civil war, and the 
rebels arrested our passage to the Gulf over the 
free Mississippi, vast armies and fleets were 
dispatched to restore the interrupted naviga- 
tion. There was nothing that more shocked 
the national heart than that this great artery, 
the common property and pride of the whole 
country, should be closed to commerce, or that 
commerce upon it should be made to pay trib 
ute. And when Vicksburg fell, when her bat 
teries commanding the river were silenced anil 
the freedom of the Mississippi was restored, 
there was no single event of the war that gave 
such satisfaction to the country. 

Mr. President, if I have dwelt in terms that 
seem glowing upon this great basin lying be 
tween our eastern and western mountains, upon 
its great commercial facilities, its present and 
prospective commerce, it is because it is a 
legitimate part of the argument; for over al! 
this internal commerce as it is now and will be 
in the years to come the Federal courts with 
grasping power now claim and exercise exclu 
sive jurisdiction. Does a boat-hand seek to 
enforce his honest claim for wages against the 
boat upon which they have been earned, he 
must travel to the seat of Federal jurisdiction, 
a hundred miles away, in order to libel her and 
obtain an order for her seizure. What if in 
the mean time the treacherous vessel has passed 
beyond the jurisdiction of the court? His 
remedy is gone. So with the wood-chopper, the 
coal dealer, the merchant and mechanic—with 
all who have furnished materials, labor, or sup- 
plies constituting a proper lien on the boat. So 
with all who complain of maritime torts or viola- 
tions of maritimecontracts. All whoseekredress 
against the boat, from whatever cause arising 
have no alternative as the law is pronounced 
to be except to make their complaints to the 
Federal court. Even this might not be thought 
to be oppressive if these courts were near at 
hand; but that is not the case. Indiana con 
stitutes a single judicial district, and the dis- 
trict court holds its sessions at the capital of 
the State; nowhere else. Now, the average 
distance of Indianapolis from the commercial 
towns and cities upon the Ohio and the lower 
Wabash is about one hundred and thirty miles. 
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The Committee on the Judiciary in this body | tracts and what are called marine torts are | and Georgetown Steam Packet Com any:”? Mr. } 
has refused at the present session of Con- concerned. | and it was thereupon signed by the View Be: from Vi 
gress to report favorably upon a bill dividing I wish especially to call the attention of the | ident. - his ame 
the State into two judicial districts. What is Judiciary Committee to another inconven- | STATE OF VIRGINIA, shall tal 
the result? Why, that now and in the yearsto ience which may result from the carrying out The Senate, as in Committee of the Wh,: if there 
come all persons who have grievances to re- of the principle consecrated by that decision, | pesumed the consideration of “Pog , the Whole, take it 
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the State of Indiana, situate upon the banks | by a jury taken up generally from all parts of | re eee eae eadeeke te the Passage of su sh a will be 
of the Ohio, two hundred miles below Louis- | the State, and denying him the privilege of || representation in Congress, and to remand said St. State 0 
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custom-house and surveyor of customs. There | is the principle of the old common law. The VICE PRESIDENT. Upon this amex poses, 
are thirty-seven vessels enrolled at this port, I think it will be found that this decision of | ment the yeas and nays have been ordered. oath W 
with an aggregate of five thousand nine hun- the Supreme Court sweeps away the entire | lhe question being taken by yeas and nays, any co! 
dred and eighty-two tons. Last year onethou- | criminal jurisdiction of the State courts as to 1 resulted—yeas 11, nays 44; asfollows: — ment, | 
and nine hundred and forty-eight steamboats all offenses committed upon navigable waters | YEAS—Messrs. Brownlow,Cameron, Drake, Hoy Virgin 
landed there. Its exports of corn during the | within the State, and turns the accused over to | Morton, enere Pomeroy, Pratt, Spencer, Suinncr, of thir 
year 1868 were upward of two million bushels. | trial in the district court of the United States, | WIN AYS Messrs. Abbott Anthony, Bayard. p ff per 
its merchandise sales exceeded thirteen mil- subjecting him to the inconvenience of travel- || man, Buckingham, Carpenter, Casserly, Cole, Cou! fourtec 
lion dollars, while its manufactures amounted — ing a great distance to attend his trial, and to Ling. Corbett, Davis, Eamunds, Ferry. Fowler, Hau Mr. 
Lo about three andahalf milliondollars. This | a still greater inconvenience in procuring his McDonald, Morrill of aine, Morrillof Ver me in 
thriving city, with its large commerce, its | witnesses; subjecting him to trial not before his Norton, Nye, Patterson, Robertson, Ross, Saulsbur Mr. 
thirty-seven steamboats, its many people con- | neighbors, his peers, within the venue, the | Rewyer, Bcburs, Geott, Cherman, Stewart. Stockt i Mr. 
cerned in commertial pursuits, is one hundred | county in which the offense was committed, but || jey, Williams, Wilson, and Wereo—4k. eo” is, the 
and eighty miles distant from Indianapolis, the | by persons summoned from great distances || ABSENT—Messrs, Cattell, Chandler, Cragin, len not pu 
only point in the State where the district court | within the limits of the district where the trial || {?" Satna Hamlin, Pool, Ramsey, Rice, aud ber of 
holds its sessions. takes place. Certainly, I think it was never | yo So th , a seats d entire 
[ have spoken of a single city planted within | contemplated by the framers of the Constitu- | oi Bee eee On EQUATES. to tak 
ihe memory of living men on one of the navi- | tion that the Federal courts should have so |}, Mr. EDMUNDS. I now move to amend be? 
gable rivers of the West, and that city smallin | broad, so almost limitless a jurisdiction upon | the bill by adding the amendment that I gave Mr. 
numbers, wealth, and commerce in comparison | the rivers and other navigable waters of the || 2Otice of yesterday. ial turn 0 
with others which dot its banks from Pittsburg | United States. I have had some occasion in | The a IC PRESIDENT. The Senator ity of 
io Cairo. Many other thriving cities upon the | the course of my practice to look into these || from Vermont moves to amend the bill by “negle 
banks of the Ohio and Wabash within my State | questions, and I came at an early period to the | adding 48 & proviso what will be read. would 
put up the same appeal as Evansville. When | settledconclusion thatthe ruling oftheSupreme || _ The Secretary read the amendment, as fo and if 
this decision of the Supreme Court was pro- | Court in reference to the lakes and the navi- || lows: precis 
mulgated upon which I have commented forty | gable waters of the United States above tide- || Provided, That before this resolution shall take want 
cases pending on the dockets of Evansville, | water waserroneous. However, this is not the | nt nape Feeney peraede  ns ppate ey Sere gine lature 
instituted under the law of Indiana, were dis- | place to review that decision or to criticise it, || file in the office of the secretary of State of Virgini: prese! 
missed. ‘They were dismissed because of the | perhaps. I merely call attention to it. || for permanent preservation, an oath in the form { want 
denial of jurisdiction under State laws inthe | Let me state another fact, sir. My own | lowriae: «ie = Gan hie Cena ee | Mr. 
State courts. Forty claimants were compelled | State is bounded on the east and the north by || an officer of the United States, or as a member 0! a) senat 
to forego a remedy except at a ruinous ex- | the divisional boundary line between the Brit- || State Legislature, or as an executive or judicial out of 
pense in a bederal court near two hundred | ish possessions and those of the United States. | en eee ee eed it gro 
miles distant. And what is true of Evansville | There is not a foot of the waters lying in Lake || or rebellion against the same, orgiven aid or comfort they | 
is true of all the other cities and towns upon | Erie and within the limits of Lake Michigan, || to the enemies thereof; so help me God;”" or suri taken 
those two streams engaged in commercial | or lying in the Detroit river, or in the St. Clair | person shall in ike apes i gehetihe, avd fl and | 
pursuits. river, or in Lake Huron, or in Lake Superior, || that Ihave, by act of Congress of the United States, enous 
Sir, the firstduty of Government in affording | that is not included within the limits of a county been relieved from the disabilities imposed upon me this ¢ 
protection to its citizens in their persons, prop- || regularly organized by astatute of the State, and | by the SAeTPaene Seman penE Oe OR ee a want 
erty, and pursuits is to provide them with courts | subject to the jurisdiction of the State court || shall be taken before and certified by any officer law the 1 
convenient of access for the settlement of their || employed to administer justice therein. Now, || fully authorized to administer oaths, And any per- tanit) 
controversies—courts ‘‘ wherein justice shall | is it possible that this criminal jurisdiction of | oon whe onl Deora feet Ba at aren id 
be administered freely and without purchase, | the local tribunals can be taken away from || and shall be punished therefor by imprisonment no! hono 
completely and without denial, speedily and | them by a decision of the Supreme Court and || !¢ss than one year and not more than ten years, ani Wy 2 
without delay.’’ This daty is left undone in || turned over to the district court of the United | pale fined pose nee Sree eigen efit en pres 
the present condition of the law. The passage || States? || the certificate of the taking of either of said oath: there 
of the bill upon your table will restore the law | _I merely throw out these views for the con- wits paoel of Chasignatatecs the darts naanoeh, ae 
as it was, and save innumerable mischiefs and | sideration of the committee to whom this bill || 20,4*0m. Pe ors ia Ferietiy atmtntatered by cai 
hardships. '| shall be referred. I think they will find on || competent authority: And provided further, That — 
Mr. President, I move that this billbereferred | ae that the subject is worthy of a | tninty hana te Ep, see neglect for, oe paren © 9 
| oman ommittee on the Judiciary, and be jo: - of consideration, and very careful | to take, subscribe and fle such oath as afore wha 
) ‘a. consideration. shall be deemed and taken, to all intents and pur- : 
Mr. HOWARD. I shall make no opposition | The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is || Poses. to have vacated his oflice. eves 
to that reference, Mr. President. I wish merely | on the motion of the Senator from Indiana, Mr. SAULSBURY, Mr. MORTON, and oe 
to say, in a single word, however, that I am | that the bill be referred to the Committee on || others demanded the yeas and ‘nays on the have 
very happy that the honorable Senator from | the Judiciary and printed. amendment; and they were ordered. oe 
indiana has presented this subject to the Sen- The motion was agreed to. Mr. WILSON. I moveto amend the amend- poss 
alc. Lt isone of great gravity and importance, MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. || ment by adding as a further proviso what | than 
beyond all doubt. Iam only acquainted with || send to the Chair. a 
the decision of the Supreme Court to which he |. A message from the House of Representa: || Mr, EDMUNDS. Let us take the question offi, 
has referred by a statement of its nature inthe | tives, by Mr. McPuersov, its Clerk, announced || 4 my amendment first. or: 
newspapers. That decision, if I understand it | that the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. Mr. WILSON. [have no objection to that. tt 
rightly, relates only to matters of contract and | 804) to protect officials in Government employ ; Mr. SUMNER. I suggest that each amen(- f 
‘ort upon the navigable waters of the United | '" which it requested the concurrence of the || ment be proceeded with separately. a 
States. They may be below tide-water, or they | Senate. Mr. WILSON. I have no objection to that. oN 
may be above tide-water ; but I understand that ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. || I will withdraw the amendment which [ in- M 
that decision carries the jurisdiction of the | Themessagealso announced that the Speaker || tended to offer as an amendment to the amend- thie, 
l‘ederal courts above tide-water and plants it | of the House had signed the enrolled bill (S. || ment of the Senator from Vermont until his det 
upon every navigable water within the limits || No. 92) in addition to the act entitled ‘‘An act || shall be acted upon, and then I shall offer it as tines 


of the United States, so far at least as con- || to incorporate the Washington, Alexandria, '! a further proviso. 
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Mr. NYE. I should like to ask the Senator 
fom Vermont a question. As I understand 
hic amendment it provides that each member 
-hall take thisoath. Idesire to know whether 
f there are two or three members who cannot 
rake it the Legislature can organize under that 
amendment at all? , 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why, Mr. President, the 
language of the amendment. itself answers the 
westion of my friend specifically. While in 
+s general declaratory part it says that each 
yember shall take an oath, it declares that 
svery person who does not take that oath 
within a certain time shall cease to be a mem- 
ver, Therefore, when that time comes there 
will be no member of the Legislature of the 
State of Virginia who has not taken that oath, 
that is if this amendment has any validity ; 
jecause it declares that, to all intents and pur- 
poses, every person who does not take the 

ath within the time limited ceases to have 
any connection with the office. This amend- 
nent, therefore, will find the Legislature of 
Virginia and her State government at the end 


5 


of thirty days, every member of it, composed | 


{ persons who are not obnoxious to the 
urteenth amendment. 
Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator indulge 
ve in an inquiry ? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Mr. CONKLING. 


Certainly. are 
If that be, as I think it 


is, the intendment of the provision, does it | 


not put it in the power of any suflicient num- 
ber of persons to disorganize the Legislature 


entirely by simply saying ‘‘ We do not choose | 


to take this oath,’’? whatever their motive may 
he? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Undoubtedly if itshould 
turn out at the end of thirty days that a major- 
ity of the two Houses, or of each House, had 
‘neglected or refused to take the oath there 
would be no quorum of the Legislature left ; 
and if that turns out to be the effect, then it is 
precisely the thing, it seems to me, that we 
want to know. If the majority of that Legis- 
lature choose to disorganize themselves these 
present thirty days are the very time when we 
want to know it. 

Mr. CONKLING. ‘Then the honorable 


Senator will allow me to suggest, if growing 


out of preferences for United States Senator ; | 


i! growing out of differences of opinion, whether 
they want to supersede the election which has 


amendment that implies that. I desire to ask 
that question of the Senator from Vermont, 
whether he designs that his amendment shall 
have the effect of destroying the original or- 
ganization of this Legislature or to invalidate 
what it has done up to this time? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly not. 

Mr. MORTON. I did not so understand it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
language of the amendment which can possibly 
bear that construction. 

Mr. MORTON. Therefore, if growing out 
of this amendment the Legislature should here- 
after be destroyed, possibly, as suggested by 
the Senator from New York, it would not 
invalidate the election of Senators, which has 
already taken place, or the ratification of the 
fifteenth amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not atall, any more than 
the expulsion of a member for stealing in the 
mean time would do. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, in this 
whole question of reconstruction I have but one 


There is nothing in the | 


|| ing any means to carry it on. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. I am glad to know that 
my distinguished friend from Ohio is in favor 


| of the principle implied in this amendment: 


but Lam sorry he is notin favor of its prac- 
tice. His position in that respect reminds me 
of the position that an old friend of mine up in 
Vermont said the Democratic party, uben 
he was 2, member of it there, held in relation 
to the war; that they were very much in favor 
of the war, but very much opposed to furnish- 
My friend seems 
to be in favor of the idea of the fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution being applied 


| to the persons upon whom it professes to act ; 


but when now, for the first time, we have a 
definite and distinct opportunity to make the 
application, my friend persuades himself to 


| doubt the propriety of making it in this par- 


| ticular case. 


Now is the time, Mr. President, 


as it seems to me, independent of the question 


principle to guide me, and that is that when- || 


ever these States have complied in good faith 
with the terms and stipulations imposed upon 
them by Congress I shall vote for their admis- 
sion. therefore could not vote for the prop- 
osition of the honorable Senator from Missouri 
because I thought it implied what was not justi- 


| fied by any evidence that I had yet seen in this 


discussion. The amendment now proposed by 
the Senator from Vermont, however, is ofa dif- 
ferentcharacter. Itadds nothing to the burdens 
already imposed upon the people of Virginia or 
the delegates elected in Virginia or the mem- 
bers of the Legislature of Virginia. Under the 
reconstruction act of March 2, 1867, no one 
could hold the office of member of the conven- 
tion or member of the Legislature who was 
disqualified from holding office under the four- 


| teenth article of amendment to the Constit:- 
| tion. This amendment now simply, if I under- 


| think itis perfectly proper to require it. 


taken place, growing out of all sorts of personal || 


and private motives, there should be men 
enough who confessedly could truthfully take 
this oath, but who for purposes of their own 
want to frustrate legislation and disorganize 


the Legislature, this is a bounty, an oppor- 


tunity at least, held out to them to do it. 

[ desire to make one other suggestion to the 
honorableSenator. If I understand the provis- 
ion, itdoes not touch hurtfully all the men who 
are really to blame, if there be such, for sitting 
there in defiance of the fourteenth amendment, 


provided they have caused, in the mean time, || 


their disabilities to be removed. They are to 
take an oath affirming that their disabilities, if 
they existed, have now been removed. Al- 
though they sat in the Legislature during the 
whole time,.defied the fourteenth amendment, 
evaded it, concealed or evaded their disability, 
no notice is taken of that, but they are simply 
required to show that in the mean time they 
have obtained absolution. Now, if the pur- 
pose be a scrutiny of the Legislature and a de- 
iunciation of penalties, more or less, against 
‘hose who have really incurred them, then I 
submit to the honorable Senator whether it is 
eficacious in that respect. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President— 

Che VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Vermont yield to the Senator from Indi- 
ana ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. I do not understand that 


this amendment proposes to go back and invali- | 


date what that Legislatare has done up to this 
time. ‘There is nothing in the language of the 
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stand it, proposes to test the conscience of the 
member as to whether or not he has violated 
the fourteenth amendment. If that is the pur- 
pose of it it seems to me it is very simple. 
Where a member of the Legislature has been 
relieved from his disabilities by act of Congress, 
as a matter of course he ought not to be re- 
quired to take the oath; in all other me : 
With 
this amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Vermont I can vote for the admission of Vir- 
ginia with great pleasure. 

I do not wish to prolong this debate. I hope 
that we shall have this matter definitely dis- 
posed of to-day, so that we may proceed with 
other important legislation ; and [ will set the 
example, therefore, of not occupying much 
time. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish to say one word, 
rather more for the consideration of the mover 
of this amendment, if I can get his attention, 
than the Senate. I have no objection to the 
members of the Legislature of the State of Vir- 


| ginia taking an oath showing that they are not 


| disqualified to hold office by the fourteenth | 
| amendment. 


| cates of election. 


I should be very glad if they had 
done so. But of what practical use can this 
amendment be? Has any one said that there 
are members of that Legislature who are dis- 
qualified? I have not heard the name of a 
man. I heard it stated yesterday on the floor 
that Governor Walker said there were two and 
no more ; but on investigation it turns out that 
those were two persons who were elected and 
to whom General Canby would not give certifi- 
So far, then, as it now ap- 
pears from anything that is before the Senate 
or stated to it, at least in my hearing, there is 


_not a member of that Legislature who is dis- 


qualified by the fourteenth amendment. If 


that beso, orunlessthere be good reason tothink || 


that there are disqualified persons there, I sub- 


| mit to my friend from Vermont whether he will 


make the fact of this bill itself going into effect, 


| its existence as a law, depend upon a mere 


idle ceremony of taking and filing an oath? 


whether every one of the members of that 
Legislature can take the oath or not, to give 
them the opportunity, and to make it their duty, 
coming as they do trom a State which is filled 
full of people upon whom that amendment 
would operate, when they are asking us to 
restore them to a complete, practical relation 
to the Union, to give some little proof of their 
fidelity to one constitutional amendment that 
we think has been adopted. 

But I do not understand the fact to be as my 
friend does. 1 understand, and I believe it 
will turn out unless perjury is to be added to 
treason, that there are more than one or two 
or three members of that Legislature who will 
decline to take that oath upon the ground that 
they cannot take it truly. That will not dis- 
organize the Legislature. If the whole Legis- 
lature were disorganized, as is properly sug- 
gested by my friend from Indiana, it would not 
interfere with the validity of anything that has 
lawfully taken place already, any more than it 
would if the whole body should die to-morrow. 
What they have done would be left standing. 
I do hope, therefore, that Senators will not 


' find it convenient, upon some idea of a want 


of necessity, to decline to set the square exam- 
ple of applying to the Legislature of this State 
and of every other, whenever we can lay our 
hands upon them, the duty of standing up to 


the requirements of the fourteenth amendment. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, I have 


unbounded confidence in the suggestions of the 


Senator from Vermont; but still [am not quite 
satisfied with this amendment, because it ap- 
pears to me that great mischief may grow out 
of it. In answer to the inquiry of the Senator 
from Indiana the Senator from Vermont says 
that if this amendment should disorganize the 


| Legislature of the State of Virginia it would 


| admitted ? 


not affect the election of United States Sen- 
ators or the ratification of the fifteenth amend- 
ment. But of what avail will be the election 
of United States Senators when the State is not 
If for any reason a majority of 
the members of the Legislature of the State of 
Virginia—and I presume under the State con- 
stitution a majority constitute a quorum—if 
they, upon some supposition that at a subse- 


| quent election their political views or opinions 


might be successful, should refuse to qualify 
themselves in the manner indicated in this 
amendment, then Virginia is not admitted as 
a State. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will ask my friend 
whether they could not in the same way defeat 
the organization of the government there by 


| resigning ? 


Mr. EDMUNDS. How will this keep out the 
State? That is the very point I want to learn. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. 1 will endeavor to show 
the honorable Senator how it will keep the 
State out. If I understand the resolution }! 
provides that the State of Virginia shall be 


| admitted to representation in Congress, but by 


this amendment that resolution is not to take 
effect until the members of the Legislature take 
the oaths prescribedin the amendment. ‘Then, 
of course, if they do not take the oaths this 
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resolution never takes effect, and so the State 
is not admitted. ‘here is no provision made 
in this amendment for any other election of 
members of the Legislature, and the State is 
remitted back to the condition it occupied at 
the time proceedings were commenced for its 
reconstruction under the reconstruction acts of 
Congress, so far as the legislative department 
of the State is concerned. It would not be so 
objectionable, it appears to me, if the amend- 
ment provided in case this Legislature did not 
organize under the amendment for the elec 
tion of somebody to fill their places, or provided 
in some way for a Legislative Assembly in the 
State of Virginia, so that the State government 
could be organized in some way and proceed 
as the interests or wishes of the people may 
require. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend will permit 
me to interrupt him just there with a sugges- 


tion, ! think he misapprehends the scope of | 


the amendment, not having given it that atten- 
tion which he usually does to things of this 
he amendment proceeds upon the idea, 
and that is its language, that this organization 
is going straight on and that the State is going 
to be admitted at the end of thirty days, and 
that it only weeds out, not the body, but the 
individuals who cannot be permitted to take 
part under the constitution in the organization 
of the State. Then, if my friend will pardon 
me—because I will not take his time—wherever 
a person fails to take this oath and the oflice 
becomes vacant, the act going into effect at the 
end of thirty days with what are left, those 


sort, 


vacancies are filled in the manner provided by || 


the law of Virginia and its new Constitution. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Iso understand the effect 
of this amendment, that there can be no Legis- 
lative Assembly in the State of Virginia until 
the next regular election for members of the 
Legislature under the constitution of the State 
of Virginia. When that will occur I do not 
know. lL presume that the members of the 
Judiciary Committee do know; at any rate, 
they ought to know when that election occurs. 
ut, sir, it is possible that the State of Virginia 
muy be admitted according to the Senator’s 


constraction of the resolution and have no | 
I do not think the reso- | 


Legislative Assembly. 
lution bears the construction which the Senator 
puts upon it. It seems to me to be very clear 
in the expression that if these members of the 
Legislature do not qualify this resolution ad- 
milting the State shall not take effect, and the 
State shall remain in its present condition. 
Now, sir, | may be somewhat interested in 
this matter, but lam exceedingly desirous that 
no steps shall be taken here in reference to the 
State of Virginia by which its ratification of 
the fifteenth amendment shall be defeated. I 
think that is of more consequence than that 


_ me for saying that I do not think he can pos- 
| sibly, even upon a special demurrer, torture it || 


| shall neglect for the period of thirty days next after 


we should adhere to any particular form of | 


action, or that we should prescribe any par- 
ticular ceremony; for it seems to be admitted 
on all hands here that this is little more than 
an idle ceremony, for it is claimed that the 
members of the Legislature, with one or two 
exceptions, are persons who can take this oath. 
Chis amendment puts it in the power of per- 
sons io disorganize that Legislature. What 
the effect will be is a matter of very grave 
doubt. Can it be said that an amendment to 
the Constitution has been ratified by a State 
while we maintain that the State has not been 
restored to its practical relations to the Fed- 
eral Union? Ihave no doubt that a State in 
that condition may ratify an amendment, and 
ner subsequent recognition and the admission 
of her representatives in Congress will validate 
that act in all respects, if it was before that 
time invalid. But here is a question arising 


that I do not wish to have exist about the ratifi- || 


cation of the fifteenth amendment. 

lam informed that there is a good deal of 
feeling in the State about the future action of 
this Legislature. When the Legislature as- 


sembles it is to proceed to the election of judges | 


for the State, supreme judges, circuit judges, 


| the effect of the first declaration, that this reso- 
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district judges, as I am advised; and there 
is a great controversy in the State as to which 
political organization these judges shall be- 
long. Ido not know what these members may 
conclude to do. If one party, supposing that 
the judges to be elected may not be of their 
political faith, should refuse to qualify, they may | 


destroy this Legislature and defeat italtogether, || 


and then it raises questions as to the fifteenth | 


amendment, and certainly the election of Uni- || 


ted States Senators amounts to nothing. 


I do not see the practical utility ofthis amend. |) 


ment. Sir, we must proceed and admit this 
State at this time. We have proceeded so far | 
in the work of reconstruction that now it is ne- 
cessary to go to the end. These qualifications 
and these conditions that we propose to attach 
will practically, in my judgment, amount to 
nothing. Ifthe people of that State intend in | 
good faith to observe the reconstruction acts | 
of Congress they will do so; but if they have 
determined to do otherwise these legislative 
restrictions that you put upon them will be but 
little better than so much waste paper, in my 
judgment. It appears to me that we might as 
well, as we have been brought to that point 
that it is necessary to admit the State, admit 
her unconditionally and put her upon her honor 





before the country and before the world. i| 


Mr. MORTON. I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Vermont to the neces- 
sity of a verbal change in his amendment. It 
begins : 

Provided, That before this resolution shall take 
effect each member of the Legislature of said State 
and each officer thereof, shall take andsubscribe and 
file in the office of the secretary of state of Virginia, 


for permanent preservation, an oath in the form 
following. 


By the terms of this amendment the refusal 
of one member to take the oath would prevent 
this resolution from taking effect. I am satis- 
fied the Senator does not intend that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend will pardon 


into that meaning if he will read it altogether 
as he ought to do. 

Mr. MORTON. 
of it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The conclusion of it, 
taken with the beginning, obviates that. 

Mr. MORTON. ‘The first clause declares 
that before this resolution shall take effect each 
member shall take this oath, and then it recites 
the oath. After reciting the oath, it concludes 
with the following provios: 


And provided further, That every person who 


I will read the conclusion 


the passage of this resolution to take, subscribe, and 
file such oath as aforesaid shall be deemed and taken, 
— intents and purposes, to have vacated his 
ouice, 

That provides that the person refusing to 
take the oath after thirty days shall forfeit his 
seat in the Legislature ; butit does not change 


lution shall be suspended until each member 
has taken the oath. Iam satisfied the Senator 
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tion of Virginia to her relations in the Unio, 
Why is this, and when is it to stop? When j, 
this question of reconstruction to end? Abou 
what have we been engaged the last four o. 
five years except to devise some means },y 
which State governments might be organize, 
in the rebel States and_ those States restored 
to their relations inthe Union? This has bee, 
a difficult task. We have laid down the cop. 
ditions upon which those States should be ro. 
stored. The faith of the nation is pledged. 
Gentlemen may say we are not bound; we gy. 
| bound, and I appeal to those Senators now rep. 
| resenting reconstructed States, I ask the Sey. 

ators from Louisiana and Arkansas, from A}, 
| bama and North and South Carolina, what they 
| would have said if, whenthey appeared hereas\; 
| ing to be admitted, one condition after anothe; 
| had been imposed after they had complied wit}, 
all the requirements of the law? And how cay 
they after taking their seats here in pursuance 
of the reconstruction acts now insist upon ad 
ditional requirements from other States? [iq 
the Legislatures of those States take these test. 
oaths that the Senator from Massachusetts 
now seeks to impose upon the members of the 
Legislature of Virginia? Was it required o: 
them to take the oath prescribed by the act , 
1862? Not at all. 

But now this attempt is made after the Stat 
of Virginia has complied with all the require 
ments of the law. After she had organized 
under the reconstruction acts and would have 
been entitled to admission a year ago if she 
could have had an election upon her constitu 
tion, when that election was delayed, not by her 
fault but by the fault of the Federal Govern 
ment in not providing the means for holding it, 
as was reported by the officer in command o! 
| that district at the time. 
| Congress we passed upon her constitution. |: 
was then before us; we examined it; we passe’ 
| a law authorizing the President of the Unité 
States, the trusted President of the United 
States, in whom the political party controllin; 
| the country has the utmost confidence, to su! 
| mit that constitution which we had examined 
and found republican in form to the voters o/ 
Virginia; we authorized the registration to | 
corrected. The President, in pursuance of 
that act of Congress, had the registration cor 
rected in the State of Virginia. The constitu 
tion was submitted to a vote of the registered 
voters in precise accordance with the act which 
you yourselves passed. ‘The people ratified 
| that constitution. In the act of last session 
you imposed an additional condition upon them, 
one that you had not originally required, namely, 
that the Legislature elected by them should 
ratify the fifteenth amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States. The Legislature 
was called together, and it ratified the fifteenth 
amendment. 

All this is done during the recess of Congress. 
We meet here in December. The President of 
the United States in his annual message tells us 


| 








| does not mean that. 


| than that. 
| any single oflicer of that Legislature for making 


Mr. EDMUNDS. If there is any doubt 


| about it we can adjust it in a moment. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the amendment 


| obnoxious not only to the objection suggested 


by the Senator from Indiana, butit iseven worse 
If this amendment were adopted 


whose office vacant it provides—and there is no 
provision that I know of for filling it—any single 
officer by refusing to take the oath prescribed 
may prevent the taking effect of the resolution 


_ which declares the State of Virginia entitled to | 

| representation in Congress. The proviso is that 

each officer of the Legislature shall take the | 
| 
| 


oath prescribed before this resolution shall 
take effect. Thatisits language. Suppose he 
does not take it, then the resolution never takes 
effect. 

Now, it does seem to me, Mr. President, that 
there is an attemptin the Senate to devise 
some means by which to prevent the restora- 





that Virginia has complied with our law in every 
respect; and yet Congress hesitates now to 
carry out the law which it has enacted, and i! 
is said that the whole matter is still within the 
control of Congress. Well, it is ‘still within 
the control of Congress I admit ; numbers wil! 
control. We have the physical power to refuse 
to comply with our obligation; we have the 
physical power to violate the nation’s honor, 
and we do violate the nation’s honor, when we 
refuse fairly and in good faith to comply with 
| the pledges we have given. Why this attempt 
| now to impose conditions on Virginia? ‘Ob, 
we are afraid to trust her! We are afraid she 
will deceive us!’’ Will she be any less likely 
| 


to deceive you when you tell her that you dis 
trust her? Is that the way to bring about rec 
onciliation and good feeling? Is that the way 
to hold Virginia upon her honor, by telling het 
that you distrust her and believe she will act 
dishonestly? 

| Mr.President, this country istired of this ques: 

‘tion. The people in my section of the country— 
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.k I may speak for the people of Illinois in 
respect—are anxious to see all the southern 
-ates restored to their proper position in the 
n. anxious to see the material interests 
South developed, anxious to see peace 

i prosperity prevail. We have opened trade 
: them. ‘The avenues of commerce between 
Northwest and the South have been opened 
‘in the last few years ; business is reviving ; 
what the people want is to see prosperity 

d and the old avenues of commerce 
tablished. The good crops in the South 

i the prosperity of the last year have done 

: to allay the feeling that formerly existed 
that region of country, and I am happy to 
and believe that the state of things in 
Arkansas and in Louisiana and in Alabama, 
and in other States which have been restored, 
,much better than it was a year ago. And 
we shall have a better state of things in Vir- 
cinia if you will act in good faith and promptly 
carry out the laws that have been enacted by 
Congress. 

The Judiciary Committee had under consid- 
eration various propositions of preambles and 
conditions; one person proposing one condi- 
tion and another another, and the ingenuity of 
Senators seems to be exercised to find out 
various kinds of conditions to be imposed upon 
Virginia. The Senator from Missouri wants a 
condition that if she does certain things here- 
after she shall beturned out of the Union again. 
He seems to wish to hold in his hands a power 
to expel States from the Union—a power which 
does not rest in Congress. Congress has author- 
ity to admit new States, but | know of no 
authority to expel admitted States. 

After considering all these matters in the 
Judiciary Committee we came to theconclusion 
almost unanimously that it was better to pass 
a simple resolution declaring the State of Vir- 
rinia entitled to representation in Congress ; 
and why so? Because she has done everything 
that you required her todo. What practical 
good is to be aecomplished by the adoption of 
this amendment offered by the Senator from 
Vermont? What possible good? It certainly 
may keep Virginia out of the Union for thirty 
days; and if there is any one officer of that 
Legislature who thinks proper, under this 


amendment he may keep Virginia out forever ; if 


a single officer refuses to take the oath, then the 
resolution of admission is never to take effect. 
What is to be gained by this, unless the de- 
sign be not to have Virginia restored to the 
Union? 


Have we any information that the Legislature | 
f Virginia was not properly organized? None | 


t 
( 


whatever. So far from it the presumption is, 
't having been organized under the direction of 
General Canby, a gentleman of great ability, a 
very careful officer, and one who was particu- 
larly solicitous to carry out all the reconstruc- 
tion acts and to enforce the Constitution and 
the laws of Congress to the very letter, that the 
Legislature was properly organized. And on 
a mere suggestion from some third party, some- 
body hanging about these Halls, who has been 
disappointed perhaps in obtaining an office in 
Virginia, that the election was not fair or that 
some person was not qualified to hold office, is 
this State at this stage of the proceeding to be 
turned back; and if so, when is she to come 
in? When are we to see the end of this? If 
this amendment be ¢ dopted and some of these 
officers shall refuse to take the oath prescribed 
and thus the resolution never go into effect, 
then I suppose we shall fix up another re- 
construction law, and we shall have another 
convention called in Virginia and another con- 
titution formed, and that will be voted upon; 
and when it is adopted some Senator from Ver- 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. Very likely not. I think 
there will be no Senator from Illinois to oppose 
the requirement of the oath, and perhaps none 
from Vermont to offer it, for I do not know 
how long this state of things is to continue. 
There would seem to be no end to it. Now, it 
does look to me like trifling with a very serious 
and a very important matter. 

We have the recommendation of the Execu- 
tive here; we have the indorsement of all the 
executive officers who have had anything to do 
with reconstruction in Virginia; we have a 
compliance with our act of Congress; and yet 
we hesitate, and we spend time from day to day 
in devising obstacles in the way of accomplish- 
ing that which we have sought to accomplish 
for the last five years. Now, | appeal to the 
friends of the admission of Virginia, if they are 
& majority here; if itis the intention of this 
Senate to admit Virginia to her former posi- 
tion in the Union-—1| appeal to you to stand 
by the Judiciary Committee and let us admit 
her by a simple, plain, and fair resolution. If 
you do not mean to do it, vote the resolution 
down, and do not by these side propositions 
seek to keep her out i that can 
accomplish no practical good and mean delay, 
and delay only. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, it is an 
exceedingly easy thing, as my friend from Illi 
nois discovers, when you do not wish to agree 
to a proposition to impute improper motives 
to those who propose it; and so one of the 
easiest ways to him apparently of getting rid 
of this amendment, to which no intrinsic ob- 
jection can be made, as he confesses by 
undertaking to make any except a inere verbal 
one, is to say that everybody who is in favor 
of such an amendment is trying to defeat th 
main scheme; that it is a mere cheat, in fact, 
to give it a plain name, which the politeness 
of my friend would not permit him to use, to 
defeat the will of the majority in this body. 
Now let me ask my friend what authority he 
has for making any such intimation as that? 
Of course he has not anyatall. It is entirely 
gratuitous so far as I am concerned, and I| have 
no doubt so far as other gentlemen are con- 
cerned who may agree with me that it is a {il 
thing to put this amendment on the bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator wishes 
a categorical answer [ will answer him. I did 
not call itacheat. I say it means delay, be- 
cause the very words of the proviso are that 
the resolution shall not go into effect until cer- 
tain things are done, to allow which to be done 
there is no time fixed as itis. They may never 
be done; and laying aside the verbal criticism, 
as the Senator calls it, still it delays the 
restoration of Virginia. That isthe only effect 
of it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well, Mr. President, 
if that is what my friend means | withdraw all 
my observations touching him. If he only 
means that this amendment as it is proposed 
will operate to delay for a few days the com- 
plete restoration of this State, then I have 
nothing to say upon that point. But I certainly 
had a different impression when [| saw the 
somewhat warm manner of my friend, and 
heard the somewhat extraordinary language 
from him that he intended to have brother Sen- 
ators understand that those of us who were 
in favor of this amendment were making use 
of it as a mere stalking-horse, knowing that it 
was of no value in and of itself, in order to 
deprive the people of the State of Virginia from 
representation in Congress as long as we could. 
That construction which I put upon his lan- 
guage he seems to disavow. Therefore | with- 
draw anything that I may have said touching 
that. 


propositions 
i ‘ 


not 


| that he has recommended. 
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ceased to | an otheer, and, therefore, each 
officer will have taken the oath at that time 
But L do not propose to stand upon that, because 
upon mere verbal questions, where we all desire 
to get at the same thing, I am willing to accom 
modate my opinions to those of anybody else 
i therefore modify my amendment by inser 
ing after the word ‘thereof,’ in the thi 
line, these words: *‘ ex¢ ept such persons as sha 
be affected by the further proviso hereinat 
stated ;”’ from this sweepin 
declaration that disturbs my friend in respe 
to this delay those persons who, it shall turr 
out at the end of thirty days, have neglected 
refused to take the oath, and then th 
further proviso disposes of them. 

‘That answers that objection, if it be one 
Then return to the main consideration. My 
friend says that we must stop some time. | hav: 
always found that he never stops as long as he 
thinks he is right, except it may be in this in 
stance, when the reason he gives for his action 
is the factthat the Executive has recommended 
a certain course. | have known my friend fron 
Lllinois before now to feel obliged in the con 
scientious discharge of his duty to differ in a 
greater or less degree from the Executive of th: 
United States, and I have thought that he did 
wisely in so doing, because he generally gave 
very good reasons for his difference. Now h 
seems, as one of the chief motives for our in 
stantaneous action, to bring forward the fact 
that the President of the United States in his 
annual message to us has stated that he recom 
mends the admission of Virginia. So be it. | 
respect the. recommendation of the President 
ind | am free to say that did I not believe in 
the information of the President of the Unite: 
sto a large degree and repose comidence 
in his judgment and means of information to « 


so as to le ave out 


and 


State 


large degree | should not vote for this bill at 
all, because | have very great misgivings as to 
what the result is to be; not the result—n 


friend will pardon me for explaining—in an) 
party or mere political sense in the way that 
word is usually employed, but the result which 
shall affect the peace and the lives and the we! 
being of the great body of that community. 
That is a result to which we not only have: 
right to look, but to which we are bound t 
look if we discharge our duty as the represent 
atives of the States andthe people. But I say, 


| out of respect to and confidence in the informa 


tion and opinion of the President of the United 
States, I am willing to trust it to the judgment 
But he has not 
undertaken to say that we should agree to the 
admission of these people if any of them have 
failed to comply with the fourteenth amend 
ment by any means; and he never would do 
it J have very good reason to know. So, if we 
are to put it upon the mere ground of what the 
ixecutive may wish, or what his opinion may 
be, we have no right to say that he desires 
Virginia to be admitted without applying to 
her the test of conformity to the third section 
of the fourteenth article. 

My friend saysthat we are finding one reason 
or another against these projects of admission. 
So we are. It is within three years that 1 have 
found my friend, the Senator from Illinois, 
finding reasons of one kind or another against 
speedy action, and putting them into the form 


| of laws; and can he not permit us to still retain 


some independence of opinion on that question 
as well as himself? 1am sure he will. 

Mr. President, I do not think myself that « 
Senator or a Representative or a body like thi 
fails in duty to the people of Virginia if when 
they are asking us to receive them we simp! 
say, ‘* Very well; we will receive you ; just giv: 
us the proof of your good faith in this matter. 


ay mont, for the present Senator and myself by Now, then, we will come to the question. || of your fidelity to that amendment which has 
ar that time may both of us have passed away, will || My friend says the effect of this is to delay || already, as we say, become a part of the Con 
et rise in his place and prescribe another kind of | Virginia perpetually, because somebody may || stitution, but which another party says has not, 
oath. refuse to take the oath. I have said before all || by swearing that you are not obnoxious to it 
; Mr. EDMUNDS. And there will be no || that I desire to say upon that point, that at the || provisions, and the thing is done.’ Is that a 


that an ungenerous condi- 
distinguished 


hard condition? Is 


tion? Certainly not. 


# Senator from Illinois to oppose it, I expect. | 
| Laughter. ] 


end of thirty days whoever refuses to take the 
oath will have ceased to be a member and 
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friend from Ohio, [Mr. Tuurmay,] who upon 
principle, and upon sincere principle, opposes 
the whole of our reconstruction policy as it is 
called, states to us frankly that he sees no ob- 
jection to anybody who is an oflicer taking that 
oath which the Constitution of the United States 
implies he ought to take in order to determine 
whether he is one of the persons whom the 
Constitution permits to hold office. Where, 
then, is the objection to our asking these peo- 
ple to give us some little proof at the same 
moment we are holding out our hands to them 
that they receive them in the spirit in which 
we make the offer? 1 do not see any. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I do not 


mean to take any time in discussing the merits 


of this bill, but I rise to correct a misappre- | 


hension of my friend from Vermont in regard 
to what I said or what I intended to say. He 
said in his previous remarks that he was glad 
to see that L approved of the principles of the 
fourteenth amendment. In that he was mis- 
taken. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, I beg the Senator’s par- 
don. 1 did not say, or did not intend to say, 
that I understood him as approving of the prin- 
ciple of the amendment, but of the principle, 
if it were an amendment, of all persons con- 
forming to it. 

Mr. THURMAN. 


correct, 


Yes, sir; that is very 
| have too often expressed my dis- 


agreement with the disfranchising clauses of the , 


fourteenth amendment to make it necessary 
for me to repeat it now. What I say now is, 


that I would have no objection to requiring a | 


man to swear that he was not disqualified by 
the fourteenth amendment when it shall be a 
part of the Constitution ; and I would be glad, 
as I said, if these gentlemen had taken that 
oath, simply because then there would be no 
necessity for delaying action by any such 
amendment. 

But | suggest to my friend from Vermont 
that if he thought this necessary he ought to 
have made it a condition- precedent in the bill 
we passed at the last session. ‘Then these gen- 
tlemen would have known that they had to 
take this oath, and it would no doubt have 
been taken by all of them who could conscien- 
tiously do it; and besides, then the people 
would not have elected any one who could not 
conscientiously take the oath. This is a judg- 
ment which comes too late, for it is after the 
fact. Itisanew condition imposed upon them. 
It is unjust to delay them thus,even if it be but 
thirty days, by requiring what you did not re- 
quire by the act you passed at the last session 
und which they have endeavored faithfully to 
carry out, 
it 1 should not object. If there was any gen- 
tleman who could get up here and say that any 
considerable number of that Legislature are 
disqualified by the fourteenth amendment I 
should not object, no matter what my opinions 
of the fourteenth amendment might be. But 
ouce more I call the attention of the Senate to 


the fact that not one single man of that Legis- | 


lature has been named who is disqualified, 
wud the.most that can be said by the Senator 
from Vermont is that be believes that two or 
three, or possibly four—and that is ambiguous ; 
hut it can mean only four—of the two or three 
hundred members of that Legislature are dis- 
qualified by the fourteenth amendment, when 
the fact is that General Canby investigated the 
very matter, and refused to grant a certificate 
to any man who was disqualified by the four- 
teenth amendment. And now, without one 
particle of evidence that there is a single man 
disqualified, without one man named asa per- 


son who is disqualified by that amendment on | 


an investigation by the commanding general, 
and a finding by him that those who took their 
seats were not disqualified, upon the mere 
** they say,’’.to use the language of the Sen- 
ator from Nevada, [Mr. Ny«,] of somebody 
or other, the Senator from Vermont would 
postpone for thirty days the admission of 
irginia. 


If there was some good reason for | 


_so faras I am concerned. 
' such an offer until [ heard of it yesterday in 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Will my friend permit 
me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. THURMAN. With great pleasure. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Where does he get the 
evidence that General Canby did anything of 
the kind he says? 


Mr. THURMAN. My friend from Nevada 


{ Mr. Srewarr] is much more familiar with the | 


documents, and | think he read something of 
that kind yesterday. 
Mr. STEWART. Mr. President 
Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend will pardon 
me I will say a word, as I am on the floor. I 





do not doubt that the evidence exists, but I | 
have not had the pleasure to have in the report | 


of the committee the statement that they had 


before them any evidence at all upon this sub- | 
ject, one way or the other. I was not present | 
| in committee when this subject was considered, | 
but I have been told by respectable gentlemen | 


from Virginia, whose honor, I think, is as high 
as that of any member who hears me from what 
I have seen and know and have heard of them, 


that they appealed to the committee in vain to | 
be heard and to show what they desired to show | 


upon the subject. 

Mr. THURMAN. Appealed tothe Judiciary 
Committee of the Senate? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THURMAN. I should like to see the 


man who would stand up and say he ever did | 


any such thing. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I can produce him. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, ‘That brings up a state- 
ment that I am very much astonished to hear. 
No gentleman applied to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, so far as I am informed, and cer- 
tainly not to me, to lay any facts before it. 

Mr. CARPENTER, If the Senator will 
allow me, I desire to bear the same testimony 
I never heard of 


this debate. 

Mr. STEWART. I never heard of it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I was very much aston- 
ished to hear that statement yesterday in a 
paper read from the Senator from Massachu- 
setts 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator's pardon ; 
a memorial. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. A memorial which that 
Senator thought proper to have read, and 
thereby indorsed. ‘The rules of the Senate do 
not allow memorials to be read. 

Mr. SUMNER, I beg the Senator’s pardon; 
I asked to have it read. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I was very much sur- 
prised to hear a paper of that kind read in the 
Senate. Ido not know what action the com- 
mittee might have thought proper to take if 
such an application had been made. Itis very 





likely that the class of persons who have been 


sitting by the side of the Senator from Massa- 


_chusetts, from time to time spurring him on 


with suggestions, might not have been permit- 


ted to take up the time of the Judiciary Com- | 
mittee with that kind of suggestions; but if 


any facts had been offered by anybody with 
reference to this question [ am quite sure the 
committee would have been very happy to 
receive them. At any rate, no such facts were 
offered to me. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
me—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend willexcuse me. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not yield now. I 


Now, Mr. President—— 
Will the Senator pardon 


| want to reply to what the Senator from Illi- 


nois has said to me. What he has said makes 
it necessary that I should be a little more defi- 
nite. A gentleman, whose name I will fur- 
nish to my friend from Illinois privately, and 
whose name I think he will respect when he 
knows who he is and what he is, stated to me 
this morning—and it was not the gentleman 
who sat by the Senator from Massachusetts 
and no person who has been in this Chamber 
to my knowledge—that he and one or two 


| 
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others, representing what they considered :, 
be the loyal element of Virginia, and desiring 
to lay before the committee not arguments but 
facts touching all these questions, went to the 
door of the committee-room on the morning o; 
its session when it had this subject up and 
appealed to the messenger to be permitted ¢, 
go in and be heard, and that the megsenge, 
went in and came out with the statement ¢, 
them that they could not be heard. That j. 
the evidence. I do not say that it is true. 
because I do not know. I only say that thi, 
is what this gentleman, whom I respect, states. 
That does not imply that the committee wa, 
guilty of any blame in this matter, because 
there may have been a misunderstanding, |; 
may be that the messenger did not state why 
the people were, or on what business they were, 
who applied for admission to the committee. 
room at that time. But that is what this 
gentleman says was the fact; and therefore 
this gentleman is now here complaining of 
the conduct of the Senate and of the Judi 
ciary Committee, because he has not been 
permitted to lay before them the proofs upon 
which he claims further action and further 
conditions ought to be submitted. It may }) 
that those proofs would amount to nothing. 
That is not the point, but the point is whether 
or not we now have before us on the report of 
this committee any evidence upon one side or 
the other, but merely the bare bill proceeding 
upon public knowledge which we are supposed 
to have of public events in general. ‘hat | 
suppose to be the fact; and I did not speak of 
it as blaming the committee, but only in reply 
to my friend from Ohio, as accounting for the 
fact that we had not any evidence at all befor 
us upon either side. We can kick out of the 
public records, as my honorable friend from 
Nevada has done, the statements of General 
Canby, and we can take the message of the 
President of the United States; but when we 
are asking to know ourselves what is the exact 
condition of things in Virginia at this time, we 
have not had a particle of evidence, and it 
not alleged that the committee made any in- 
vestigation on that point. I do not claim that 
they were bound to do so. I only say that we 
are obliged to proceed on our own individual 
knowledge in this case as we may pick it up, 
for the reason I have named. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, the Senator 
from Illinois did me the honor to refer to me 
a moment ago as acting under the influence 
of certain persons sitting by my side. Will the 
Senator be good enough to mention the per- 
sons he referred to? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I only know that a per: 
son not a member of this Senate has been 
occupying a very prominent place near the 
Senator from Massachusetts, and I think the 
Senator from Nevada [ Mr. Nye] can bear wit- 
ness that he has often held his seat while this 
subject of Virginia has been under consider: 
ation. He is nota member of the Senate, and 
I did not recognize him asa member of the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. POMEROY. He is a member-elect. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. [have no acquaintance 
with the person. 

Mr. SUMNER. But I understood the Sen- 
ator to speak in the plural; he spoke of ‘* per- 
sons sitting near the Senator from Massachu- 
setts.’’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is enough for my 
purpose if a person was there improperly. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘‘Improperly!’’ The Sen- 
ator was not aware that the gentleman with 
whom I conferred was a member-elect of the 
other House from Virginia, from the Richmont 
district. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Who was he? 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. Porter. Is he excluded 
from the floor ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 


I suppose he has no 


right upon this floor at all. , 
Mr. SUMNER, How is it with Governor 
Walker, will the Senator be good enough to 
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say: 


Has he a title to the floor? Has it come 

.. «his, that those who are speaking for a 
sloyal Legislature would exclude conference 
th the loyal people of Virginia, for that 
ihe point of the Senator from Illinois? 
ie speaks fora disloyal Legislature ; I use lan- 
ve which I mean, a disloyal Legislatare— 

. Legislature which cannot take the oath pre- 
cebed by the law of the land. The gen- 
‘yan with whom I was in conference is 

.» such condition. He is a loyal citizen 


.¢ Virginia, and a member-elect of the other | 
House. This criticism of the Senator from | 


‘ 
‘jinois is a specimen of the way in which this 
val Legislature is defended on this floor. 
isa specimen of the attempt which is now 
yaking to crush down the loyal people of Vir- 
‘nia, White and black. Sir, I do not wish to 
o called now into this debate. I donot know 
hat | shall say another word in it, though 


vefore it closes 1 may; but I do object to this | 
iperfluous, supererogatory criticism on amere 


ycident of business connected with the floor of 
the Senate. ‘The Senator has made a mistake. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, the Sen- 
tor from Vermont proceeded to specify how 
Committee on the Judiciary had been 
ught to be approached with a view to laying 
facts before it in regard to the qualifications of 
the members of the Virginia Legislature. It 
is the first time that I ever had any knowledge 
that anybody sought to lay any facts before the 
committee. I had no knowledge of anybody’s 
approaching the committee on that subject. It 
; possible that persons may have applied for 


entranee to the room while the committee was 


session, and the messenger may have in- 
rmed them that the committee was in session, 
may 
wished to see me and | may have declined to 
them at that time, as I most probably 
hould. But no communication ever reached 
ne from any person as desiring to lay any facts 
before the committee in regard to this matter. 
So much for that. 
Now, sir, in regard to the assault which the 


nator from Massachusetts, in his modesty in | 
issuming to represent the loyal people, has | 


nade. Who inaugurated him as the leader of 
: loyal people of this country? Upon what 
of food does he feed that he.comes here 
d talks about the loyal people of the country? 
When did he become tieir exclusive represent- 
itive? Is he any more loyal than anybody else 
upon this floor? Has he any higher claims to 
patriotism or to loyalty or to devotion to the 
country than anybody else? Is he the peculiar 
‘epresentative of loyal men who stands up here 
to defend a person who, when speaking of the 
Government of the United States and the Pres- 
lent of the United States in drinking-saloons 
n the city of Norfolk, charged this Govern- 
ment as ——I will not quote the vile language 
here; I will not quote the epithets; but who 
charged this Government as being a ‘‘ humbug 
from beginning to end,’’ and who said, ‘‘ If 
you had been in Washington you would say as 
1 do,”’ 
Mr. SUMNER. Who is that? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Thatis the Mr. Porter, 
the loyal man whom the Senator from Massa- 


chusetts brings upon the floor of the Senate, 
as I understand! 


Mr. SUMNER, Never. 
_Mr. TRUMBULL. Well, lam glad that the 
Senator did not bringhim here. I should have 
been sorry to find that he had introduced upon 
the floor of the Senate, in defiance of its rules, 
that individual. Ihave had placed in my hands 
within a few minutes what purports to be the 


y 


trial before a military commission in the de- 
partment of Virginia and North Carolina of 
‘one Charles H. Porter, a citizen of Norfolk, 
Virginia,’’ charged ‘‘ with using seditious 
and treasonable language toward the United 
States ;’’ with ‘‘conduct prejudicial to good 
order and military discipline ;’’ with ‘using 
contemptuous and disrespectful language of 
the President of the United States and against 





have informed me that gentlemen || 





its Congress;’’ with ‘‘being drunk, riotous, 
and disorderly for the space of nine“days con- 
secutively,’’ [laughter;] and at the end of it I 
find: 


“The court, after mature deliberation upon the 
evidence adduced, find the aceused as follows: 

** Of the first specification ofthe first charge, guilty. 

*“Of the second specification of the first charge, 
guilty. 

“Of the first charge, cuilty. 

** Of the first specification of thesecond charge, not 
guilty. 

** Of the second specification of the second charge, 
guilty. 

Of thesecond charge, guilty. 

“Of the third charge, guilty of being drunk.”’ 


[ Laughter.] If 


Sut not for the nine days. 


| the Senator from Massachusetts, who repre- 


sents the loyal people par excellence, has 
selected this individual as a sample of the pure 


' 


| and virtuous and unspotted loyalty which he | 


| somebody else. 





represents, why, sir, I shall not cavil with him 
as to being the leader of such loyalty! 

The Senator thought proper, as is his custom 
sometimes I think, to make an attack upon 


lugged in here I do not know. 
Walker was in the Chamber yesterday I did 


not have the pleasure of seeing him ; nor do I || 


Why Governor Walker was | 
If Governor 


remember to have seen him about the Cham- | 


ber, though very likely he may have been. As 
I understand the rules of the Senate, Governors 
of States have entry to the Senate floor, and I 
understand that Governor Walker is the pro- 
visional governor of the State of Virginia by 
appointment of the President of the United 
States, or of General Canby acting under the 


authority of the President of the United States, | 


and I believe, therefore, he would properly have 
the entry of the floor of the Senate. Hence I 
think that assault upon Governor Walker was 
entirely gratuitous. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
ernor Walker? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The attack upon Gov- 
ernor Walker for being upon the floor of the 


What attack upon Gov- 


| Senate, by the Senator from Massachusetts 


naming him. 

Mr. SUMNER. Now I understand. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. But, Mr. President, 
these are matters that I am very sorry to see 


| drawn into the discussion of such a question as 


that which we have under consideration. I 
always regret any of these departures from the 
discussion of the question upon which the Sen- 
ate is to pass; but the statement of the Sen- 
ator from Vermont in regard to the action of 
the Committee on the Judiciary made it abso- 
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However, sir, Senators will govern them- 
selves, of course, according to their own sense 
of propriety in such matters, and I should not 
have alluded to this topic but for its being called 
out by the observations of other Senators. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, you may 
remember in ecclesiastival history the story of 
a bishop who said, “I judge myself to be burnt," 
so entirely satisfied was he of his ecclesiastical 
guilt. Listening to the Senator from Illinois I 
was reminded of this early incident. After a 
speech, from beginning to end one prolonged 
personality, where from his fitst sentence to his 
last he did not forget his personal object, he 
breaks forth with the declaration that person 
alities are wrong; that they ought never to be 
introduced. Did not the Senator condemn 
himself? Did he not judge himself to be burnt? 

I know not if that Senator, considering the 
ardor with which he has entered into this dis- 
cussion, is open to reason. I am inelined to 
think he is not, when I reflect upon what he 
has just said and see how, throughout, it is with- 
out reason; how he does the very thing that he 
condemns, and then proceeds still further to 
arraign another person who has no privilege 
of reply on this floor. The Senator is cour- 
ageous; he attacks the absent, he attacks a 
member-elect of the other House, and in the 


| pursuit of that attack proceeds to arraign me, 


who had presumed to converse with him. ‘‘ My 
offense hath this extent, no more.’’ I have 
conferred with the honorable member-elect 


' from Richmond, and for this the Senator from 
| Illinois makes an assault on him and then on 


} me. 


I repel his assault. 

Has not the member-elect from the Rich- 
mond district an equal privilege on this floor 
with the provisional governor of Virginia? 


| Will the Senator from Illinois assert the con- 


trary? The member-elect was here, if not by 
the precise rules of this body, yet in conformity 


| with well-established usage and courtesy; but 


| shoulders. 


all this cannot save him from the assault of 
the Senator from Illinois. 

The Senator began by asking if I was the 
exclusive representative of the loyal people. 
Oh! no, sir; Iam not. Happy am [ to think 
that no such great responsibility is on my 
But I know too well that the loyal 


| people of the South, including the millions of 
| the colored race, find little support in the Sen- 


ator from Illinois. I have tried in my humble 


| way to do what I could for them, and I mean 


lutely necessary to refer to these personal mat- || 


upon the floor of the Senate, it is not my busi- 
ness to lecture the Senate or to prescribe rules 


| ters; and in regard to persons who appear | 


to continue in that way to the end. I wish 
that in that I could have the support of the 
Senator; but his course, we know, on this 
great subject of reconstruction, from the early 


|| beginning down to this date, has been way- 


for anybody else; but so faras I myself am | 
concerned [ regard it as somewhat improper, | 


certainly not strictly proper, for any persons 
outside of the Senate to be passing among 
Senators here and urging any matters in which 
they may be interested. When we formerly 
occupied the old Senate Chamber there was a 
screen behind the outer row of Senators’ seats, 
and persons did not come in and take posses- 
sion of the seats of Senators or approach them 
to urge the passage of measures in which they 
might be supposed to have an interest, or in 
which they did have an interest, and I think it 
is out of place here; and prescribing a rule 
for my own action, I do not myself like to be 


approached by outside parties as I have seen | 


it sometimes done in the Senate very recently. 
When we had under consideration a bill some 


days ago in which there was considerable 


interest, it could not have escaped the obser- 
vation of Senators that there were persons pass- 
ing through the Senate from one Senator to 
another, persons taking an interest in that 
bill, making suggestions and urging upon Sen- 
ators this course or that. That woul 


do well | 


enough perhaps at the polls on some election | 
day, but it does not commend itself to me asa | 


roper practice in the Senate of the United 
States. 


ward, eecentric, running off from the line of 
just safety and protection. How can we ex- 
pect to recall him now who has been so long a 
wanderer? Had he begun in a different way, 
had he traveled regularly on the great highway, 
we might now count upon his support. He is 


| acting still according to his own precedents. 


How often before have we been obliged to en- 
counter his influence as we were seeking to lay 


| the great foundations of peace and reconcilia- 


tion in this Republic! How often has he shown 
his tenderness for the remains of the rebellion, 
and refused to join us intramplingitout. And 
now, again, that this rebellion is again lifting its 
head seeking to enthrone itself on an act of 
Congress and to obtain additional preroga- 
tives in the independence of Virginia, the Sen- 
ator from Illinois, true to the precedents of 
his life, comes forward to help their cause. 
Sir, Iam not with him, but I am against him. 
[ am for the loyal people of the country with- 
out distinction of color. For vhem all 1 would 
provide a protection that will be a true safe 
guard. 
Sir, it is sad to be obliged to say these things 
at this late day. It is sad to be obliged to listen 
to such a speech as we have heard from the 
distinguished Senator. It is melancholy. It 
will be written down hereafter as an unhappy 
chapter in our history that one having reached 
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0 honorable a position as that Senator should 
now trifle at this last moment with the great 
interests of freedom and of humanity involved 
in the settlement of this question. The Senator 
trifles with the loyal people of Virginia; he 
trifles with the rights of the colored people, all 
of which are now in jeopardy. He says ** hand 
them over to the Legislature,’’ a Legislature, 
us we know, steeped in treason to the lips; a 
Legislature, as he knows, which cannot take 
the oath of loyalty. Unhappily the Senator 
finds too much support on this floor. I regret 
it; i wish it were otherwise. It may be that 
my opposition will be ineffectual. It may be 
that this bill will pass and that these people 
will be handed over to the tender mercies of 
rebels; but I, at least, shall have the satis- 
faction of making my opposition to it, and 
of declaring my profound conviction that its 
passage will be disastrous to peace in the State 
of Virginia. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, it is very 

asy to make declarations; it is very easy for 
one to assume to represent the loyal people 
und to represent the colored people, and to be 
their special champion, aud to make charges 
against others; but whether those charges, so 
far as they relate to the history of the country, 
are true or not the records will show; and if 
accusations are made against a member of this 
body attributing to him a course directly the 
opposite to that which he has pursued there is 
intelligence enough in this country to hold up 
the author of the accusation and there is a 
sense of justice in this country that will visit 
the condemnation upon him who makes the 
accusation falsely. 

Why, sir, | am charged with having been 
opposed to the reconstruction measures! There 
is not upon your statute-book one act on the 

ubject of reconstruction in which Ll have not 
taken an active part and for the passage of 
which I have not voted. All your reconstruc- 
tion measures, Mr. President, with the excep- 
tion of the first act—and I was a member of 
the committee that reported that—have passed 
through the hands of the Judiciary Committee, 
of which I have the honor to be chairman ; and 
| have had charge in the Senate of the passage 
of nearly every one of them, and yet there 
rises here a Senator who charges me with 
having been opposed to the reconstruction 
measures, and who speaks as if he was the 
champion of freedom, as if he was the friend 
of the colored people! Why, sir, if the Senator 
‘rom Massachusetts had had his way the Con- 
stitution of the United States, which declares 


that all persons born within its limits and all | 


persons under its jurisdiction are free, would 
have no such clause in it. 
had his way the great constitutional provision 
forever abolishing slavery would never have 
beenadopted., He opposed it herein speeches. 
Yes, sir, he wanted to resort to the ineftlicient 
mode of a law of Congress—— 

Mr. SUMNER. I introduced a constitu- 
tional amendment for that very object. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator made 


If that Senator had | 
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chusetts is not the sincere friend of freedom, 
and especially of the colored man. 
he is; but I think his zeal outruns his judg- 
ment. Instead of adopting measures that 


would be practical and effective and perma- | 
nent to secure freedom in this country he | 


would have resorted to a statute which could 
have been repealed, and would have been in- 
effectual, and would not have established the 
great principles of freedom upon the funda- 
mental Constitution of the country. ‘This, sir, 
has been the difference between the Senator 
from Massachusetts and myself. I have been 
for practical, efficient measures, for measures 
which when adopted would be irrepealable ; 
for establishing freedom upon a foundation 
which could never be shaken. He was for 
establishing it by statute. 

Mr. SUMNER. No. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Does the Senator deny 
it? J can send and get the bill that the Senator 
introduced for declaring the slaves free by act 
of Congress. Does the Senator deny introduc- 
ing such a bill? He has come along, laggard- 
like, to support the great measures which were 
essential to the permanent establishment of 
freedom when he could not succeed in his time- 
serving measures. I do not say that he did not 
vote for the great constitutional amendment 
that abolished slavery. I know that he did; 
but he sought another way to do the thing, and 
threw obstructions in the way of that amend- 
ment by the introduction of a bill and by mak- 
ing speeches here in the Senate, insisting that 
by act of Congress and without any constitu- 
tional amendment we could abolish slavery. 
Has the Senator forgotten those speeches? I 
apprehend not. 

Now, sir, | do not wish to enter on this per- 
sonal controversy with the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. ‘The Senator says that because I 
have been forced to refer to personal matters 
therefore I seem to have forgotten myself, and 
to talk of nothing else. I do not bring these 
things into the Senate unless I find myself 
forced in self-defense or by the observations 
of others to refer to them. ‘The remark that 
I made in reply to the Senator from Vermont 
in regard to the effort, as he understood, to 
lay certain facts before the Judiciary Commit- 
tee was a mere incidental remark, which called 
forth the assault of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts. 

Sir, lam willing to stand upon my record as 
| have made it on the subject of reconstruction 
and on the subject of freedom. I had the honor 
to report that clause of the Constitution which 
establishes freedom. I was on the committee 


| which reported the fourteenth amendment, and 


advocated it and supported it. 1 voted in this 


body to submit the fifteenth amendment to the 


people of these States. Can the Senator say 
as much? Sir, on the record as it is made 
up on these subjects I am prepared to stand. 
Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I ask your 
pardon for adding another word; but I beg to 


| say at the outset that nothing that the Senator 


speeches in favor of a law of Congress to abol- || 


ish slavery, a law which another Congress 
might have repealed even if it could have had 
any effect when it was originally enacted! Sir, 
it has been over the idiosyncracies, over the 
unreasonable propositions, over the impracti- 
cable measures of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts that freedom has been proclaimed and 
established. Hisimpracticable, unreasonable, 
unconstitutional, and ineffectual measures 
would never have accomplished the object. 
Why, sir, he was opposed to the fifteenth 
amendment that we are now seeking to have 
adopted. He left his place in the Senate and 
went away and would not vote for it. And yet 
he rises in the Senate and talks about being the 
friend of the colored man, 


delivered from the hands of such friendship 
had the Senator’s counsels obtained ! 
Ido not say that the Senator from Massa- 


from Illinois can say shall draw me into any 
vindication or explanation of the course I have 
held in this Chamber on the subject of slavery 
and in the vindication of human rights. That 
Senator may impeach it. He may point against 
it the shafts of his ridicule. My record is made 


| up, for good or evil, and nothing that I can now 
_ say by way of explanation or addition, nothing 


that the Senator can now say by way of im- 
peachment or ridicule, can in any way change 
it. I commit it to the history of my country. 
And now I turn to the Senator from Illinois. 
He takes credit to himself as sustaining the 
reconstruction measures. [rom his position 


as chairman of the Judiciary Committee it was 


his duty to report certain bills ; but now I put 


_ to him the question: when the proposition was 


The colored man |) 
would have prayed long ago to have been | 


first made in this Chamber to confer suffrage 
upon the colored race at the South as the corner- 
stone of reconstruction did it not encounter his 
vehement opposition? Did it not triumph 
over that opposition? Oh, how many times I 


I think | 
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remember that painful, heart-sickening 
tion! I cannot forget one long night, or rat} 
one long evening stretching to Sunday een 
ing, absorbed in counteracting the effort of th 
Senator to foist a State into this Union with,, 
that essential condition, precisely as he jg = : 
trying to foist Virginia into the Union, ,,. 
| ators cannot forget what was known as the |.,,, 
isiana question. Ithen took the responsibili+, 
| in conjunction with honored friends now at ;; 


Oppos 


side, of defeating that measure. Does 4), 
Senaior from Illinois remember it? [ yr», 


| then that reconstruction was impossible wi). 
| out equality before the law. The Sena;,, 
sneered at my efforts then as now, and insis:, 
upon the admission of Louisiana without »... 
ognition of the rights of the colored peop 

| Such admission would have been the mode 
for all the States, and thus would the sacri 
ofthe whole colored race have been perpetraj, 
And now he stands up here and says that | 
| has always been true to reconstruction. >, 
to certain technicalities of reconstruction |. 
may have been, but never true to the grea: 
fundamental principle without which reco) 
struction is nothing; never true to the gacrp 
cause without which peace and reconciliat! 
were impossible. 

The Senator makes a mistake. He made 
| mistake in the personalities with which | 
began to-day. He makes another in claiming 
for himself that he has from the beginning 
been true on this great question. It is my duy 
| to say that he has not been. 1 do not wish», 
follow up thisrecord by accumulating instane 
of infidelity. God forbid. I did not intrody 
the question. I made no allusion to justify jj 
introduction. The Senator from Illinois begs 
| it, and he must take the consequences. 

Something else was said by the Senator 
the end of his remarks, perhaps to divert atte: 
tion. Ingenious debaters like the Senator kno» 
very well how a bad cause may be helped |) 
changing the issue, and so before he sat dow: 
he undertook to say something about the qu 
| tion of testimony before the Judiciary Con 
mittee; he was not aware that any had be 
proffered. But is not the Senator aware t\ 
from the first day of this week, when the pls 
was apparent to precipitate this question, | 
constantly stated that there was such te 
mony? ‘The Senator opposed any postpon 
|| ment of the pending debate in order to gir 
these loyal people an opportunity of bei: 
heard. They were nothing but loyalists. Po 
creatures! They did not have the affection 
the Senator from Illinois. That was given: 
a rebel Legislature. 

It was in pursuance of the effort | made 
the first day of this week that yesterday I pr 
sented a memorial from loyal citizens of Vir 
ginia here in Washington. I presented it as« 
memorial and asked to have it read. ‘TheSe: 
| ator from Nevada [Mr. Srewarr] in the © 
marks which he so kindly made with regardt 
me later in the day, said that in asking to ha 
it read Iadoptedit. I can pardon that rema: 











to the Senator from Nevada, who is less ex 
perienced in this Chamber than the Senate: 
from Illinois; but the latter Senator has repeat’ 
substantially the same remark. Sir, this 's 
a new position, that in presenting a memor'. 
one adopts it, especially when he asks to hav 
itread. Why, sir, whatis the right of petition 
Is it reduced to this, that no petition can | 
presented unless the Senator approves it, 0° 
| that no petition can be read at the request 0! 
Such a lim 





a Senator unless he approves it? 
| itation on the right of petition would go far to 
'| cut it down to its unhappy condition in thos’ 
| pro-slavery days which some of us remember. 
| Sir, I was right in presenting the memor!s! 


|| And now, what is its character? It sets fort! 
| a condition of things in Virginia which might 
| well make the Senate pause. It does not make 
the Senator from Illinois pause, because he ha: 
joined with this rebel Legislature ; but I think 
no candid person can have listened to tha! 


| 
. 
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semorial without seeing that it contains state- 
sents with regard to which the Senate ought 
. be instructed before it proceeds to a vote. 
Do you consider, sir, that when you install this 
Legislature you consign the people of Virginia 

their power? Do you consider that to them 
helongs the choice of judges? The whole judi- 
‘ary of the State is to be organized by them. 
hey can organize it in the interests of freedom 
and humanity, or in the ancient interests of 
che rebellion. [ am anxious that this judiciary 
should be pure and devoted to human rights. 
Bat if the policy is pursued which finds such 
-trenuous support, especially from the Senator 
fom Illinois, farewell then to such a judiciary— 


rt 


) 


that judiciary which is often called the palla- | 


dium of the Commonwealth, through which 
justice is secured, rights protected, and all 
men are made safe. Instead of that you will 


have a judiciary true only to those who have | 


lately been in rebellion. You will have a judi- 
ciary that will set its face like flint against 
those loyalists that find so little favor with the 
Senator from Illinois. 
ciary that will follow out the spirit that the 
Senator has shown to-day, and do little else 
than pursue vindictively these loyalists. 

There has been allusion to the Governor of 
Virginia. The Senator says I have made an 
assault upon him. Oh! no. 
saulted him? I said sifmply that I understood 
he was on the floor, as the member-elect from 
Richmond was on the floor. That is all that 
I said. But, now, there is something with re- 
vard to this Governor to which I should like 
to have an answer; possibly the Senator may 
be able to answer it. I have here a speech 
purporting to have been made by him at an 
agricultural fair in the southwest part of Vir- 


cinia after the election, from which, with your | 


permission, but, sir, without adopting it at all 
or making myself in any way responsible for 
its contents, I will read. 

Mr. HOWARD. When was it made? 

Mr. SUMNER. Since the election. Mr. 
Walker, addressing the audience, says: 

“A little talking sometimes does a great deal of 
ood; and that. expended in the late canvass I heard 
in a voice of thunder on the 6th of July, when the 
people of your noble old Commonwealth declared 
themselves against vandalism, fraud, and treachery. 
Virginia has freed herself from the tyranny of a 
horde of greedy cormorantsand unprincipied carpet- 


baggers, who came tosap her very vitals. have no 


other feeling but that of pity for the opposition 
party, who were deceived and led by adventurers 
having only their own personal aggrandizement and 
aims in view, with neither interest, character, nor 
—- respect at stake, forthis a majority of them never 
ad, 

Now, sir, what are the operative words of 
this remarkable speech? That this very Gov- 
ernor Walker, who finds a vindicator—I may 
say, adopting a term of the early law, a com- 
purgator—in the Senator from Illinois, an- 
nounces that by this recent election Virginia 
‘‘declared against vandalism, fraud, and 
treachery ;’’ has ‘‘ freed herself from a horde 
of greedy cormorants and unprincipled carpet- 
baggers, who came to sap her very vitals.’’ 
Pretty words these! 

Such is the language by which this Governor 
characterizes loyal people from the North, 
from the West, from all parts of the country, 
who, since the overthrow of the rebellion, have 
gone there with their household gods, with their 
energies, with their character, with their means, 
to contribute to the resources of the State! 
In the words of this Governor, who represents 


] 
as 


the policy of the Senator from Illinois, they | 


are ‘fa horde of greedy cormorants and un- 
principled carpet-baggers.’’ Such is the char- 
acterization made by this Governor with whom 
the Senator from Illinois is now coiperating. 
Sir, what does all this suggest? To mv mind 
unhappy days in the future; to my mind any 
thing but justice for the devoted loyal people 
and Unionists of that State. And now, sir, 
while I make this plea for them, again let me 
say I present no exclusive claim to represent 
them ; I speak now only because others do not 


speak ; and as in other days when I encoun- || 


You will have a judi- | 


How have I as- | 
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tered the opposition of the Senator from Illi- 
nois, | was often in a small minority, some- 
times almost alone, | may be so now; but I 
have a complete conviction that the course | 
am now taking will be justified by the future. 
Sad enough if it is so. I hope it may be 
otherwise. 

Mr. YATES. Mr. President, I do not pro- 
pose to take any part in the personalities which 
have been introduced into this debate. They 
have very little to do with the decision of the 
question before us. I presume that all the 
Republican Senators in this body will accord 
not only to the Senator from Massachusetts, 
but to my colleague, the merit of being good 
Republicans, and | presume that but for this 
unfortunate controversy to-day those two Sen- 
ators would accord to each other the credit of 
being very clever Republicans. I know, so far 
as my colleague is concerned, that he is con- 


sidered a good Republican in Illinois, and 
backed by two million Republican He has 
a record which they have indorsed. I have 


had occasion to differ from him, unfortunately 
very often to differ from him; but I know 
that neither he nor I ever swerved knowingly 
from true Republican principles. On the other 
hand, Massachusetts will stand by the distin 
guished Senator from that State, and will ac- 
cord to him the credit of being a friend to the 
colored man. 

But, Mr. President, I rise to discard all these 
personalities, and to say that whether the peo- 
ple of Virginia are loyal or not is not the ques 
tion for me to decide now. ‘That is an im- 
material question on this occasion. If, how 
ever, the people of Virginia are loyal, then they 
cannot object to the amendment which was 
proposed by the Senator from Missouri, then 
they cannot object to the amendment which is 
now proposed by the Senator from Vermont. 
The latter amendment prescribes an oath which 
the members of that Legislature can take, and 
the provisions of the amendment they can ap- 
prove of if they are loyal. If they are disloyal 
and cannot take the oath, or cannot support the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Mis- 
souri, that the action heretofore taken in the 
adoption of the fifteenth constitutional amend- 
ment shall not be set aside, then they ought 
not to come into this Union, then they ought 
not to be readmitted to its privileges. 

We do not propose to apply to them an un- 
reasonable proposition. If they are loyal they 
will not be in favor of repealing their ratifi- 
cation of the fifteenth constitutional amend- 
ment. If they are loyal they can take the 
oaths which have been prescribed to and which 
have been taken by State officers in other States. 
An appeal has been made to the Senators from 
the other States which have been in rebellion. 
I ask them if conditions were not imposed upon 
their States, if their States were not required 
to submit to such conditions; and I ask them 
if there is any reason why Virginia should be 
exempt from having conditions imposed upon 


| her such as were imposed upon them ? 


The argument has been made, and I confess 
with a great deal of force, that Virginia has 
voted upon this constitution ; that she has done 
everything that Congress required she should 
do, and that now it would be bad faith on the 
part of Congress not to admit her as a State 
into the Union after she has faithfully complied 
with the conditions which had been prescribed 
by Congress itself. The answer to that is, that 
since the reconstruction measures were adopt- 
ed, anew and vital question has sprung up before 
the American people, and we have intimations 
now notonly intheSenate Chamber, but from the 
great States of Ohio and New York, that the fif- 
teenth amendment is to be made a question in 
the futureelections ofthe country. ~The Demo- 
cratic party as a body intend if they can yet 
to gain the victory upon the question of negro 
suffrage. So far as Illinois is concerned, so 
far as the Northwest is concerned, they intend 


vet to achieve the victory upon the question of 
y y uy j 


negro suffrage. They intend to oppose with 
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ail the power of their party the reconstruction 
measures which have been adopted by the Con 
gress of the United States. Now, sir, a new 
state of tacts having arisen since the adoption 
of the reconstruction measures. I ask if Con 
gress shall not provide precautionary measures 
against the defeat of its whole policy in regard 
to the rebel States ? 

Mr. President, we have heretofore said that 
we would have indemnity for the past and 
security for the future. The indemnity we 
give up; all we ask is absolute submission to 
the authority of the Government of the United 
States, a penitent, loyal, obedient allegiance 
to the Constitution and the institutions of the 
country ; and, on the other hand, we stand 
ready when that is done, by most magnani- 
mous forgiveness, to forget the blood that has 
been shed and the treasure that has been ex 
hausted by the the treason of old Virginia, 
more responsible because having more influ- 
ence in the nation than any other rebel State. 

Sir, can any member of the Senate refuse to 
vote for a proposition like this when if the 
Legislature is loyal its members can take the 
oath prescribed in the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Vermont and cannot properly oppose 
the proposition of the Senator from Missouri? 
ls it not reasonable? That is the question. 

A good deal has been said about plighted 
faith. ‘There is a sort of plighted faith that 
operates on me with regard to this matter, and 
that is that as long as Congress has the power 
over these States it shall exert it to the fullest 
extent necessary to maintain the faith hereto- 
fore plighted to the loyal people of the nation. 
By the way, I will here remark that Congress 
has full power so long as these States remain 
unreconstructed ; and though we adopt the 
reconstruction measures, if in the subsequent 
history of the proceedings a new question 
arises, anything which threatens to disturb 
the peace and harmony of the country, any- 
thing which tends to defeat a thoroughly loyal 
reconstruction, the power of the Congress of 
the United States in fulfillment of its endeav- 
ors to restore peace and union to the country 
would remain intact so long. I do not care 
whether the reconstruction measures covered 
this case or not; it is like a new trial upon 
after-discovered evidence. 

Here is a new question. The good, loyal, 
Union-loving Republicans of this country have 
said, ‘‘ We will not restore the rebel States to 
this Union until they are willing to subscribe 
to the theory, the principles, the doctrines of 
the Republican party ;’’ and now that a new 
question has arisen, now that the entire Dem- 
ocratic party raises its shibboleth and says, 
‘* We will have victory on this question ; we will 
disregard the acts of former Legislatures adopt 
ing this amendment; we will meet the Repub 
licans upon this newissue; you shall not have 
negro suffrage, you shall not have equal rights,’’ 
will a Republican Senator say that he will not 
vote to admit Virginia, to recognize her as a 
lawful State, because there may be in this bill 
a provision that she shall not repeal the act 
of ratification of a constitutional amendment 
adopted by her Legislature ? 

J have said that there is plighted faith. We 
stand here as the representatives of the Ameri 
can people, the Congress of the United States, 
to say that there shall be no settlement of this 
controversy, no reconstruction, except aoe 
the ground of absolute submission, absolute 
allegiance, absolute penitence. Why, sir, if 
there is any plighted feith in this matter it is 
the faith that we owe to the thousands and 
hundreds of thousands of men who have falleu 
upon a thousand battle-fields to vindicate the 
American Union, to sustain the integrity o 
the Government. For one, sir, I confess that 
[ have had some agency in this war in raising 
and sending men into the Army; and though 
it was a war that could not be helped, though 
we had to fight it in defense of the American 
Union, I cannot but feel, as I see the shades of 
three hundred thousand of my countrymen 
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who have fallen in defense of the Union, 
that something is due to their memory, I can- 
not but ask myself what is the faith which we 
owe to the widows and the orphans in the little 
cabins ofthe prairie State and the hoosier State? 
(here is a faith due to every man and every 
woman who sent forth his or her son or con- 
tributed a dollar to uphold the American flag; 
and there is a promise on our part, a sacred 
inviolable promise that we shall use every 


rn 


seem to have nobody to say one word for them. 


Nobody seems to care for the white man now. 
Sir, I rose simply to say, however unpopular 
the utterance may be and however unusual 
such an utterance is in this Chamber, that I 
am afriend of the white man. {[{ Laughter. ] 
J have accomplished my purpose, sir; the 
white man has one friend at least in the Senate 
of the United States. 

Mr. WILLEY. Mr. President, I propose 


precaution, adopt every measure, impose every |, to offer an amendment to this amendment if 


condition to see and to secure that the States 
which are restored to this Union are and shall 
be loyal to the Government. 


Mr. President, believing as 1 do that these || the word ‘* before, 
amendments ean do no harm if the peoplethere | 


aré loyal, I shall vote for them. I do not say, | 
on the other hand, that if these amendments are | 


notadopted I shal! not vote for the admission of 
this State. 


! um inclined to think that I shall | 


| 


vote for it, and vote for it on a high principle. | 


| believe the time has come when all sectional- 
isms, all loyal prejudices, all unkindness of 
(eeling should be buried as far as can be. 
sir, 1 do not do it upon the issue presented by 
some of my Republican friends here, who say 
they are tired of reconstruction. 
of this ery about the rights of the States. Talk 
not to me of the rights of States which forfeited 
every right. ‘lhe time has come, or is fast 
coming, in this country when the people of the 
United States shall govern it. Sacred though 
the Constitution of the United States be in my 


mind, and willing though I be to abide by its | 
principles, yet that chart of American liberty, | 
| 


the Declaration of American Independence, is 
my guide; it is the gospel which I shall follow 
to the latest day of my life. 

I hope to see the day when instead of allow- 
ing a small State like Florida to have two 
Senators upon this floor, while Illinois has but 
the same number, if Illinois according to her 
population shall beentitled to twenty-tive Sen- 
ators She shall have them, I want to see the 
day when the judges of the United States Su- 
preme Court shall be elected by the people of 
this country. We have adopted that system 
in Iilinois, and we never had in that State a 
better judiciary and never had justice more 
ably or more impartially administered than it 


has been under that system. | expect beforethis | 


question is ended that the principles of the 
Declaration of American Independence will 
be earried out to the letter, and there will be 


perfect freedom, perfect equality, and every | 


man shall have his equal representation in the 
judiciary and in the representative department 
of this Government; and until that day shall 
have come the Republican party will not have 
accomplished its mission. 

But now, sir, to return to the matter before 
the Senate, I rose simply to say that this is a 
new question. ‘lhe Senator from Ohio knows 
that whether he Wishes it or not, whether there 
is any reason for it or not, the Democratic party 
of this State intend to plant themselves upon 
the ground of opposition to the reconstruction 
measures of Congress, and they intend yet to 
gain the victory on the negro question in Illi- 


neis, and in Nebraska, and in every northwest- || 


ern State; and now, seeing right before our 
eyes in Virginia a Legislature which, to say 
the least, is questionable as to its loyalty, shall 


we hesitate to adopt measures requiring them || 


to subscribe to conditions which will show their 
loyalty? Sir, | cannot and will not entertain 
any doubt on such a question. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Ido not intend, Mr. 
President, to enter into this discussion. I do 
not belong to the political party which has been 
holding a kind of political class-meeting in the 
Senate Chamber for the last two or three hours. 
| have been delighted at the revelation of 
their experiences, and I would be willing to 
sit here till midnight to hear them tell of their 
faith and of their works. 

But, Mr. President, they all have spoken of 
their devotion to the negro; how much they 
are attached to him, and the poor white race 


But, | 


[ am tired |! 





| 


} 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


it is now im order. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
Mr. WIiLLEY. 


It is. 
! propose to strike out after 


in the modified amendment, including the 
words ‘‘ hereinafter stated,’’ down to the word 
‘*shall,’’ and to insert: 


in the first line, the words | 


Any member of the Legislature of said State shall 
take his seat, or any officer thereof, shall enter upon | 


the duties of his office, he. 
So that, if amended, it will read: 


Provided, That before any member of the Legis- | 


lature of said State shall take his seat, or any officer 


thereof shall enter upon the duties of his office, he | 


shall take and subseribe and file in the oflice of the 
secretary of State of \ irginia, for permanent preser- 
vation, an oath in theform following, &c. 

The practical effect of this amendment, if 
adopted, will simply be to modify the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Vermont so as to 
allow the bill reported by the Judiciary Com- 


sage. It preserves all the machinery of the 
amendment to enforce its provisions, including 
the final provisoinit. The effect of it, itseems 
to me, would be happy in this: if there be 


mittee to take effect immediately upon its pas- | 


those factions in the Virginia Legislature that | 


seek to get control of the State they will under 
the operation of this amendment be very eager 
_ to qualify as speedily as possible, because under 
_the operation of this amendment, if it be 


|| adopted, so soon as a majority qualify and make | 


| themselves entitled to seats under the provis- | 


| ions of it, then the Legislature may be in ses- 
| sion. The result will be thatif there be in that 
| State these factions—I know nothing as to the 
| fact—these parties that desire to get the con- 
| trol of the legislation of the State, there will 
| be a race between them to see who can first 
| qualify under the bill and take their seats. That 

will prevent delay. It will accomplish every 
essential purpose designed by the amendment 


of the Senator from Vermont, it seems to me. | 


It will require them to take the oath and con- 

| form themselves to the provisions of the four- 

teenth constitutional amendment, and it pre- 

| serves the penalties in his amendment to enforce 
the observance of that provision. 

With this explanation I submit the amend- 


|, ment to the Senate. 


Mr. STEWART. 


I do not wish to prolong 
| this discussion. 


I very much desire that we 
shall get a vote to-night, and I hope we shall 
not adjourn until we have a vote. 
simply to call the attention of the Senate to 





| what General Canby did in regard to this par- | 


| oe . 
ticular matter. So far as this amendment is 

| concerned, of course there is ample power to 

| pass the same provision in a general law and 


fourteenth amendment; and a general law 
| would probably be the best way of accomplish- 
‘ing the object sought. Unless there is some 
| particulag necessity in the case of Virginia for 
applying it in the organization of that Legis- 
| lature it would be better to have general legis- 
lation on the subject. 
| General Canby, previous to the election held 
in Virginia, notified the 
_ would be allowed to hold office who were ob- 
| noxious to the fourteenth amendment, and in 
_ his proclamation of election he was very par- 
| ticular to state that those who were disqualified 
/under that amendment would not be allowed 
to enter upon the discharge of the duties of 
| office. In his proclamation of election, which 


was the law governing the whole transaction and 
was the law governing the organization, he said: 


I wish | 
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amendments to the Constitution of the United Sia: 
Play 


hereinafter published for the information and ¢ 
ernment of those whom it may concern, Will he «) 


lowed to enter upon the duties of the offices 
they may have been chosen unless their di 
have been removed by Congress.” 

This was the order he made at the time | 
announced the result of the election. He made 
as I understand, an investigation, and foun 
two of the elected legislators disqualified, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Where is the evide, 
of the investigation ? . 

Mr. STEWART. 
documents, I believe. 

Mr. HOWARD. Let me inquire of 4 
Senator from Nevada how it happened th, 
a number of persons got into the Legislaty,. 
who were excluded by the fourteenth amend 
ment ? 

Mr. STEWART. I do not understand th, 
there is any such. General Canby made gy 
ficient inquiry to exclude two, and he gep. 
erally does his work thoroughly, and I take }; 
for granted he excluded them all. In many 

laces he pressed the idea that none woul) 
Be allowed (o enter that Legislature who we; 
disqualified under the fourteenth amendmeyt, 
I am satisfied, so far as my action is cop. 
cerned, that he has done the work as thor. 
oughly as it can be done; consequently I do 
not see any importance in this amendment, 
and I shall vote against it, though I do not 
think it very material one way or the other, 


to whic} 
Sabiliti, 


It is not in the pring, 


' With the amendment to it of the Senator from 


West Virginia it would be very harmless; but 


| still itis an amendment that does no good, 


| Buckingham, Cameron, Cole, Drake, Edmunds, 


pengie that no persons || 


serves no purpose, and it is not well to 


incumber the bill with it. 
Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, 
Mr. RAMSEY. I move, with the consent 
of the Senator from Michigan, that the Senate 





| proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


make it applicable to all the States under the | 


ness. There is a message from the Presiden: 
that. we ought to consider. 

Mr. STEWART. I call for the yeas ani 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STEWART. I hope we shall go on 
and finish the bill, if possible. : 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Brownlow, 


ton, Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howo, MM 
Donald, Morrill of Vermont, Osborn, Pomeroy 
Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Scott, Spencer, Sumner, 
Thayer, Lipton, Williams, Wilson, and Yates—29, 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Carpenter, Cas- 
serly, Conkling, Corbett, Davis, Ferry, Fowler, Ham- 
ilton, Kellogg, McCreery, Morrill of Maine, Norton, 
Nye, Ross, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Sherman, Stewart, 
Stockton, Thurman, Trumbull, Vickers, Warner, 
and Willey—26. s 

ABSENT—Messrs. Cattell, Chandler, Cragin, Gil- 
bert, Morton, Patterson, Pool, Robertson, Schurz, 
and Sprague—10. 

So the motion was agreed to; and after 
some time spent in the consideration of execu: 
tive business, the doors were reopened, and 


the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvurspay, January 13, 1870. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

ADMISSION OF VIRGINIA. 

Mr. DOX. In the vote taken on Monday inl 

reference to the admission of Virginia, abou! 


_which there was so much error, I am recorde( 


“No person ineligible to office under the provis- | 
‘ jons of the third section of article fourteen of the | 


| as not voting. 


I did vote against the motion 
to reconsider, as I have and shall always vote 
for the untrammeled admission of the State 
of Virginia. 

REPORT OF CAPTAIN SAMUEL ADAMS. 

On motion of Mr. PALMER, by unanimous 
consent, leave was granted for the withdrawa! 
from the Committee on Printing of the repor' 
of Captain Samuel Adams of his exploratio” 
of the Colorado river, for reference in the 
Senate. 
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JOHN BOEHM. 


On motion of Mr. FINKELNBURG, by 
nanimous consent, leave was granted for the 
withdrawal of the papers-relating to the claim 
of John Boehm, of Booneville, Missouri, from 
the Committee of Claims, to be returned to the 
claimant. 
DECISIONS OF COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. BINGHAM, by unanimous consent, in- 
the preparation and printing of reports of cases 
Jecided in the Court of Claims; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, KANSAS CITY. 

Mr. VAN HORN, by unanimous consent, 

ibmitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
andis hereby, requested to take into consideration 
ihe erection of a suitable building for the accommo- 
dation of the post office, United States courts, inter- 
nal revenue and other offices of the Government at 
Kansas City, State of Missouri, and to report to this 
House his views in regard to the matter, together with 
anestimate of the cost of the building. 

MRS. CHARLOTTE CRANE. 

Mr. SLOCUM, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 802) granting a pension 
to Mrs. Charlotte Crane, widow of the late Col- 
onel J. B. Crane; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 


MEIRS OF SAMUEL P. TODD. 


troduced a bill (H. R. No. 801) to provide for | 


Mr. SLOCUM, by unanimous consent, also | 


introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 110) 
for the relief of the heirs of Samuel P. Todd; 
which was read a first and second time, and 

: ng ; we er 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

CHEROKEE AND CHOCTAW INDIANS. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri, by unani- 
mous consent, submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Territories, and ordered to be printed : 

_ Whereas the Cherokee and Choctaw Indians are a 
civilized people, following agricultural and manu- 
facturing pursuits, governed by written laws, and 
evineing other characteristics of capacity for self- 
government; and whereas in their tribal relations 
they hold their lands incommon and not by individ- 


uals in fee simple, which circumstance leaves their 


land at any time subject to be disposed of by treaty, 
rendering uncertain their permanence, prosperity, 
and perpetuity; and whereas it is desirable to give 
to these people a government republican in form, to 
secure them individually in their right to lands, and 
to incorporate them with the citizens of the United 


States under aterritorial form of government,thereby | 


securing to them full protection as citizens of the Uni- 
tedStates, and securing to them amore rapid devel- 
opment of their civilization and country: Therefore, 


Be itresolved, That the Committee on the Territo- | 


ries is hereby instructed to inquire into the expe- 

diency of establishing a territorial government over 

the civilized Indians inhabiting that portion of the 

country known as the Indian territory, and sodenom- 

inated upon the map of the United States. 
SOLOMON JONES, 

Mr. TYNER, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 803) granting a pen- 
sion to Solomon Jones, a soldier of the war of 
1812; which was read a first and second time, 


and, with the accompanying papers, referred to | 


the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions and 
War of 1812. 


ECONOMY IN PUBLIC EXPENDITURES. 
Mr. W ILLARD, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union, and ordered to be printed : 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
while the United States are owing a debt of over 
$2,400,000,000, and the people are heavily burdened 
by a taxation that increases the price of ev ery neces- 
sary of life, the most rigid economy in all public 
expenditures is a matter of the first importance and 
is Imperatively demanded by every friend and up- 
holder of the faith pledged to the creditors of the 
nation as well as by every person whose labor, whose 
clothes, and whose bread are taxed to supply the 
moneys disbursed by the General Government. 
Resolved further, That a reduction of taxation to 
the lowest point consistent with the maintenance of 
the public credit, and with such a condition of the 
reasury as will make it possible at an early day in 
the future to fund the debt in whole or in P 


That 


reduced rate of interest, is insisted upon by every 
section of the country, and should not be lost sight 
of in any action which Congress may be called upon 
to take. 

Resolved further, That any acquisition of foreign 
territory by treaty, cession, or annexation by the 
United States, tor which aconsideration in money or 
its equivalent in the assumption of any debt or ob- 
ligation of the people of such territory :3 tu be paid, | 
nereases at once the expenditures of the United 
States and entails a prospective annual increase of 
the same, and is at war with every measure of econ- | 
omy now pressed upon the attention of Congress, is 
direct assault upon the public credit, and is not 
called for by any exigency of national affairs. 

GIFTS TO OFFICIALS. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, by unanimous 
consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 804) to | 
protect officials in Government employ ; which 
was read a first and second time. 

The bill, which was read, provides that no 
officer or clerk in the United States Govern- 
ment employ shall at any time solicit contri- 
butions of other officials or employés in the 
Government service for a gift or present to 
those in a superior official position ; nor shall 
any such officials or clerical superiors receive 


any gift or present offered or presented to | 
them as the contributions of those in Govern- | 


ment employ receiving a less salary than them- 
selves; nor shall any officer or clerk make any 
donation as a gift or present to any official 
superior, 

Che bill also declares that any officer or 
clerk violating any of the provisions of the 
bill shall be summarily discharged from the 
Government employ, and shall not be eligible 
to any official position under said Government 
for the term of three years. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it 
was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move that the bill be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 3, nays 167, not voting 
40 ; as follows: 

Y EAS—Mes 


On that motion I demand 





LDenjamin, Boles, and Golladay—3. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Asper, Bailey, Banks, 
Barnum, Beatty, Beek, Bennett, Benton, Biggs, 
Bird, Blair, Boyd, George M. Brooks, James Brooks, 
Buck, Buckley, Butlinton, Burchard, Burdett, Burr, 
Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Calkin, Cessna, Churchill, 
Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, 
Cook, Conger, Cowles, Cox, Crebs, Cullom, Davis, 
Dawes, Deweese, Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon, Dock- 
ery, Donicy, Dox, Duval, Dyer, Ila, Eldridge, l’arns- 
worth, lerriss, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Fox, Garfield, 
Getz, Gilfillan, Greene, Griswold, Haight, Hamble- 
ton, Hamill, Hamilton, Hawkins, Hawley, Hay, 
Hleaton, Heflin, Hill, Hoar, Hoge, Holman, Hooper, 
Ingersoll, Jenckes, Judd, Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, 
Kerr, Ketcham, Knapp, Knott, Laflin, Lash, Law- 
rence, Logan, Loughridge, Marshall, Mayham, May- 
nard, McCarthy, McCormick, McCrary, McNeely, 
Mercur, Jesse Il. Moore, William Moore, Daniel J. 
Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill. Mungen, Myers, Negley, 
O’Neill, Orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, Palmer, 
Peters, Phelps, Poland, Pomeroy, Potter, Prosser, 
Randall, Reading, Reeves, Rice, Rogers, Sanford, 
Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck. Schumaker, Scofield, 
Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, Slocum, 
John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, Worthington C. 
Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, Ste- 
venson, Stokes, Stone, Stoughton, Strader, Strong, 
Swann, Sweeney, Taffe, Tanner, Tillman, Townsend, 
Trimble, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Voorhees, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburn, William B. Washburn, Wells, 
Wheeler, Whittemore, Willard, Williams, Eugene 
M. Wilson, John T. Wilson, Winans, Winchester, 
Witcher, Wood, and W oodward—167. 
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NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Ambler, | 


Ames, Armstrong, Arnell, Axtell, Beaman, Bing- 
ham, Bowen, Benjamin F. Butler, Clarke, Ferry, 
Fitch, Haldeman, Hale, Hays, Hoag, Hotchkiss, 
Johnson, Alexander H. Jones, Thomas L. 
Julian, Lynch, MeGrew, Eliakim H. Moore, Mor 
gan, Morrissey, Niblack, Roots, Sherrod, William J. 
Smith, Stiles, Strickland, Van Auken, Van Horn, 
Van Trump, Ward, Welker, and Wilkinson—40. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. BECK. 
ment to the bill. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair would inform 
the gentleman from Kentucky that the bill is 
not in a stage to be amended. It has been 


I desire to move an amend- 


| read the third time. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to suggest to the 


Jones, 
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constitutionality ; and I state to the House that 
it does expressly provide a penalty to continue 
for three years without a conviction by any 
tribunal of justice whatever; and therefore 
I move that the bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The question was put; and there were— 
ayes 61, noes 49. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to ask a parlia- 
mentary question. If the motion to refer to 
the Judiciary Committee shall be voted down 
will it not be competent for the House to go 
into Committee of the Whole under instruc- 
tions to strike out the last clause, which makes 
men ineligible to office for three years, and 
which is the objection the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Bixcuam] makes to the passage of the 
bill? 

The SPEAKER. It will not; it will only 
be competent to amend the bill by reconsider 
ing the vote whereby the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. That stage 
has been passed, and it is impossible for the 
House to amend the bill without reconsidering 
that vote. 

Mr. RANDALL. Thenl give notice that 
if the motion of the gentleman from Ohio shal! 
be voted down I will move to reconsider that 
vote. 

The question was taken on Mr. Binenam’ 
motion; and it was decided in the negative 
yeas 52, nays 102, not voting 56 ; as follows: 

YEAS—Moessrs. Banks, Beaman, Benjamin, Ben 
ton, Bingham, Boles, Buck. Bucklev, Cake, Church 
ill, Cook, Cullom, Davis, Dawes, Dixon, Dockery, 
Duval, Dyer, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, Finkeln 
burg, Fisher, Garfield, Golladay, Hamilton, Hawley, 
Heflin, Hill, Jenckes, Kelley, Kellogg, Logan, Lough 
ridge, McCarthy, McCormick, MeGrew, Mercur 
William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Peters, Phelps 
Poland, Prosser, Rogers, Sanford, John A. th 
Stevenson, Stokes, Taffe, Tanner, Twichell, Upson, 
Van Horn, Cadwalader C. Washburn, William B. 
Wasbburn, Welker, Wilkinson, and Winans—d2. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Archer, Bailey, Barnum, 
Beatty, Beck, Biggs, Bird, Blair, Boyd, George M. 
Brooks, James Brooks, Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, 
Burr, Roderick R. Butler, Calkin, Cessna, Clarke, 
Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, Conger, 
Cox, Crebs, Deweese, Dickey, Dickinson, 
Donley, Dox, Ela, Eldridge, Fox, Getz, Greene, Gri 
wold, Haight, Hambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, Hay, 
Hoar, Hoge, Holman, Ingersoll, Johnson, Judd, 
Kelsey, Kerr, Knott, Laflin, Lash, Lawrence, May 
shall, Mayham, Maynard, MeCrary, MeNeely, Jess 
if. Moore, Samuel P. Morrill, Mungen, Myers, Ni! 
lack, O’ Neill, Orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, Potter, 
tandall, Rice, Roots, Sargent, Scofield, Shanks, 
Lionel A. Sheldon, Slocum, Joseph 8. Smith, Wil 
liam J. Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, St: 
Stone, Stoughton, Strader, Swann, Sweeney, 

Townsend, Trimble, Tyner, Van Auken, Voorhe: 
Ward, Wells, Wheeler, Willard, Williams, Eugen: 
M. Wilson, Witcher. and Wood—102, . 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Ames, 
Armstrong. Arnell, Asper. Axtell, Bennett, Bowen, 
Benjamin F. Butler, Coburn, Fitch, Gilfillan, Hald: 
man, Hale, Hays, Heaton, Hoag, Hooper, Hotch 
kiss, Alexander IH. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Julian, 
Ketcham, Knapp, Lynch, Eliakim H. Moore, Mor 
gan, Morrissey, Negley, Palmer, Pomeroy, Read- 
ing, Reeves, Sawyer, Schenck, Schumaker, Porter 

| Sheldon, Sherrod, Worthington C, Smith, Stiles, 
Strickland, Strong, Tillman, Van Trump, Whitté 
more, John T. Wilson, Winchester, and ood 
ward—b. 


Sri 
Smith, 


Cowl 8, 


vens, 


So the House refused to refer the bill to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I now move a 
reconsideration of the vote by which the bill 

| was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time, with a view of moving to amend the bill 
by striking out the penalty of not being eligibic 
to office for three years. 

The question was put on the motion to 
reconsider ; and it was agreed to—ayes 8! 
noes 28. 

The question recurred on ordering the 
to be engrossed and read the third time. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I now move ! 
amend the bill by striking out the words ‘‘and 
shall not be eligible to any official position unde: 
said Government for a term of L 
and I move the previous qu 
ment and bill. 

The previous question wa 


three years; 


~ } 
tion on the amend 


econded and the 


art at a || House that the bill as it stands is of doubtful |! main question ordered 





426 


The amendment was agreed to—ayes- 78, 
noes 36. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed | 
and read a third time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I call for the reading of 
the engrossed bill. 
The SPEAKER. ‘The bill is not engrossed 
and must go to the Speaker’s table. 
Mr. MAYNARD. IL move to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed and read athird time; and I call for 

the yeas and nays on that motion. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The motion is in order, 
as the bill has been amended since it was 
reconsidered. 

Mr. JUDD. I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. MAYNARD. On that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. 


move that the motion’to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
BRONZE DOORS OF THE CAPITOL. 
Mr. SCHENCK, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 





to this House whether the great bronze doors closing 
one of the passages leading from the Rotunda to the 
Ilall of the House of Representatives may not be re- 
moved and put up either at the principal entrance 


more eligibly placed for ornamentation and conven- 
ience. 


PORT OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 808) to provide 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Lask the gentleman || for the compensation of the surveyor of the 
from Ohio [Mr. Brxenam] to withdraw his || port of Chester, in Pennsylvania; which was 
demand for the reading of the engrossed bill, || read a first and second time, and referred to 
as it is but taking up time to no purpose. | the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. BINGHAM, Very well; I will do 80 if | POST OFFICE OF TILE HOUSE. 

the bill is read as it now stands. I hold that || 

it still provides a penalty without first securing | cod : 

a conviction by a court. | before the House a communication from the 
The bill, as amended, was then again read. ] ostmaster of the iLouse of Kepresentatives ; 
Mr. MAYNARD. I withdraw my motion || which was read, as follows : 

to reconsider. 

The question was upon the passage of the | 
bill. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, called for the || 
previous question. 
‘The previous question was seconded and the | 
main question onbenet and under the operation |} 
thereof the bill was passed. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, moved to recon- |! 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; 


Post Orrice Housk OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., January 13, 1870. 

Sir: By aresolution of the louse, adopted yester- 
day, I observe that it was ordered “that the post 
otlice of the House be transferred to the room now 
occupied by the Committee on the Post Offices and 
Post Roads ;”’ and that by a subsequent resolution of 
the House the city branch post office is also assigned 
to the same room, 

Cheerfully deferring at all times to the will of the 


this and the city branch office does not afford the 
' : : | necessary facilities for the prompt and correct trans- 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider |! action of the duties of the House post office alone; 


be laid on the table. while it is entirely inadequate for the use of the two 
he latter motion was agreed to. “Sales ts the late hour at which the mail trains 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. | reach the city, I findit exceedingly difficult to deliver 

Mr. LAWRENCE. 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the 
consideration of the billin relation to Virginia, 
upon which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
LAWRENCE] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. PAINE, Will the gentleman yield to 
me for a moment? 

Mr. LAWRENCE. 

Mr. PAINE. 
a morning hour. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I cannot yield for that 
purpose. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Willthe gentle- 
man yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Certainly. 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, submitted the 
following resolution; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Rules: 


Resolved, That the rules ofthe House be so amended 
as to allow the Assistant Secretaries of the several 
premve Departments admission to the floor of the 

ouse, 


I call for the regular || venience with all the facilities we now have, while 


the changes proposed will render it utterly impossi- 


ofthe members at anything like a reasonable hour, 
especially those arriving by the morning trains. 


be allowed an opportunity to more fully communi- 
| cate to the House, or some proper committee of the 

same, the objections which lie against the enforce- 
| ment of the orders of the House to which I have 
| alluded, ; ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM §. KING, 
Postmaster House of Representatives. 
lion. James G. BLAINE, ’ 
Npealer of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. POLAND. I move that the communi- 
cation just read be referred to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds; and also 
that the following resolution be adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds be directed to examine and determine 
as to the proper location and arrangement of the 
| House post office, and report the same to the House 

as soon as practicable; and that until such report all 
| action for the removal of the post office from its 
| present location be suspended. 
’ AAT AVIS ’ ’ 5 
REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker—— 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 


P } J y i a j - 1 . . 
1 eve a en ane ae | Vermont yield to the gentleman from Ohio? 
uced a Di (ti. e oO. Jo o reduce the Mr. POLAND. Ido. 
| 


lor what purpose ? 
I want to submit a motion for 





\rmy of the United States and to fix the pay | Mr. SCHENCK. Ido not wish to inter- 


thereof; which was read a first an ond | : . 
sheet ‘oa sali 06 thn Goleiec tena || ruptthe gentleman. Ifhe has anything to say 
ie, > . - ° ° * : . e 
in support of this resolution I will wait until 


lary Affairs. he is through 

Mr. LOGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. > x gi af 
No. 806) to redure the Army; which was tead || Mr. POLAN D, Mr. Speaker, I understand 
= firct end coosed ‘ind ans ouaeelas the |i that the resolutions which have been adopted 
Committee on Military Affairs. || yesterday and the day before in reference to 


| changing the assignment of committee-rooms 
ABUSES OF POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


and also changing the location of the post 

Mr. FARNSWORTH, by unanimous con- ] o'lice have had fortheir design the convenience 

sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 807) to pre- || of theseveral committees concerned—the Com- 

vent and punish certain abuses of the Post | mittee of Ways and Means, the Committee on 

Oftice sctshiabaneee, and for other purposes; | Appropriations, and the Committee on Banking 
| 


which was read a first and second time, re- || and Currency. Now, I certainly have no desire 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and | to interfere with the convenience of any of the 
Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. gentlemen composing these committees. I 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move to reconsider the || desire, if they are not already conveniently 
various votes of reference just taken; and also |! situated with reference to committee-rooms, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Resolved, That the architect of the Capitol be re- 
quested to make immediate examination and report | 


in the east front of the south wing of the Capitol, or | 
at some other entrance or doorway, where it will be | 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid | 
| 


House, whether formally or informally expressed, | 
I beg leave to state thatthe room thus assigned to | 


| the mailto members in season to meet their con- | 
| ble for the mails to be delivered toa large portion | 


I therefore respectfully request that before the | 
resolutions referred to be carried into effect I may 
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| 

|| that they should be better accommodated 
| we are all interested in the post office a 
having it in a proper place. 

Now, without saying anything in refoye,, 
to the convenience of the rooms which the 
committees now occupy, I say that in my jt 
|, ment the room which the House has desig) 

for the use of the post office is utterly aie 
able. It is impossible, as I understand—a),, 
have examined the room—to see well jn ¢),,. 
room even on abright day ; without having ¢j, 
gas burning there is not light enough there; 
enable any one to write. The windows of tj 
| room are covered by the front steps of {j, 
| House wing of the Capitol. Besides, the roo» 
| is damp; its walls are discolored by dampnes, 
|| Now, although it may be inconvenient s,, 
| 
1} 
| 
| 


But 
and i 


) 
ldg 


ate 


|| some of the gentlemen of these committees , 
occupy the rooms that have heretofore }eo, 
assigned to those committees, I think, sir, y, 
| ought to pay some attention to the conyey 
'ience, at least to the health and the lives, 9: 
| those men who occupy the post office to do oy, 
| work there. It is quite as important that th, 
men who are obliged to stay there during th 
whole day and aconsiderable part of the nig} 
| Should have a suitable place in which to per 
form their duty as that the gentlemen of ¢)) 
| House serving upon committees and meetin 
in their committee-rooms for an hour or ty 
| on one or two days of the week should be pro 
|| erly accommodated. } 
| 1 do not propose by this resolution to brea\; 
|| up the arrangement which has been made in 
| reference to the change of committee-rooms; | 
do not propose that the several committees co: 
cerned shall nothave the rooms which have bee: 
assigned tothem ; but beforethe change is mac 
|| I propose that some place reasonably suitabl 
| shall beselected for the post office. I now yiel: 
to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scnencx. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, I do no: 
understand the gentleman from Vermont [ Mr. 
PoLanD] as desiring to break up the arrang 
|| ment which has been made; but I do under 

stand that, perhaps unconsciously to himself, 
he is playing into the hands of one who desire 
to baflle and delay, and if possible prevent, t! 
execution of any order that the House ma; 
make which he deems to be against his own 
/ convenience. For months some of the com 
|| mittees of this House, finding the accommo 
|, dations provided for them utterly inadequate 
| for the proper discharge of their public duties, 
| have sought a change; and they have looked 
| about in all directions to see how that chang 
| might be made consistently with the publi 
| advantage, with the convenient transaction of 
|, business by this House in all its various ¢: 
| partments and through its several committe 
|| and officers, and they finally came to the con 
|, clusion that the arrangement which I hav 
| proposed, and which the House has ordered, 
was the best which, with the limited accommo- 
dations of the Capitol, could be expected, every 
| body being satisfied with that except the Post: 
master. 

Now, the Postmaster does not mean to be 
understood, perhaps, in the way in which gen: 
| tlemen think he does, because I have had his 
| assurance, given after the passage of the reso 
lution, that he knew perfectly well the needs 
| of the Committee of Ways and Means, and how 
important it was that they should have some 
such room as that proposed to be assigned to 
them. His only concern was where the pos! 
office should go. 

What would be the effect of passing ant 
carrying out the resolution as now before the 
House? A delay for I know not how many 
months longer, a delay which we have only 
now got rid of by laboring to accommodate 1! 
not every one’s opinion, at least almost every 
| one’s in the whole House. And we shall send, 





! 








| the gentleman from Vermont says, the post 
oftice of the Hoase of Representatives, the 
receiving and delivery part of it, down to ® 
| room below, and that room is utterly inade- 
quate to the purpose and unfit. 


It is not in- 
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adequate on account of the room, I presume; 


necause it is, if anything, longer than the room | 


.bove. It is, perhaps, larger, or it may be of 
the same size. lt is asimilarroom. ltisnot 
unfit because 1t 1s Inconvement for receiving 
mail matter, for it is much better adapted ; 
because all the mail matter has to be lugged in 
pelow and carried out below. 

What are the objections? 
as suggested two others, which I suppose are 
the ones taken by the Postmaster. One is the 
wantof light. ir 
of light now? For as I understand—and if lam 
mistaken I can be corrected—the two mails 


now received and distributed are in the morn- | 


ing and in the evening, and gas-light is always 


The gentleman | 


How does he get along for want | 


used there while they are engaged in that part | 


of the work. 
occupied by one or more, | believe by two, of 
the important committees of this House, and 
we have never heard of any complaint before; 
or if so, it has not been urged to such an extent 
as to interfere with the discharge of their duty 


there. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I wish to state that 
the room assigned to the post oflice by the 
order of the House has been for the last and 
the present session thus far occupied by two 
committees, the Committee on Reconstruction 
and the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads; and I do not remember any occa- 
sion when they have been required to use gas. 
We found the room a fair one; not quite so 
light and large as some others, but still nota 
bad room. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 


I do not believe it is as 


It is a room which has been | 


minous coal fields of Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land, and say whether we have the kind of 
committee-room necessary for that purpose. 

I hope I do not need to insist upon this; 
and I hope I do not need to assure the gen- 
tleman from Vermont [ Mr. PoLanp] that it is 
not a mere question of personal comfort. It 
is & question about the transaction of the public 
business. I have said, and the House seemed 
to be satisfied—most of the members know it 
to be the fact—that so far as the labors of some 
of the committees are concerned the accom- 
modation they now have is not sufficient for 
the due transaction of the public business with 
proper facility. Somebody must give way; 
somebody must yield a little. I do not feel 
that the objections of the Postmaster, though 
they are true to some extent—for the room is 
not so light and airy as that from which he is 
to be removed—ought to override, when we are 
making a new apportionment of these rooms, 
the urgent necessity for better accommodations 
for some of the committees of the House. 

I trust that the resolution offered by the gen- 
tleman from Vermont [| Mr. Potanp] will not 
prevail. If it does we shall have no change 
made this session. 

Mr. JUDD. In addition to what the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Scnenck] has said upon 
this question, I desire to cal! the attention of 
the House to that portion of the communication 
which complains of the change made in behalf 


| of the Committee on Banking and Currency. 


|| The Postmaster says that that will increase the 


large, light, and airy a room asoneof thesame | 
size, with or without additional decorations, | 


upon this floor ; but we cannot all be suited to 
the fullest degree in these matters, and we 
must do the best we can. It is said to be 
damp. I never heard of any injury to the 
health of any member of the Committee on 
Reconstruction or of the large and respect- 
able Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, of which the gentlemen from Illinois 
{[Mr. F’arnswortH] is chairman. I 
heard of any complaint from either of those 


never | 


confusion in his oflice. I will say tothe House, 
and especially to the gentleman from Vermont, 
that the room which the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency will vacate as soon as the 


| other room is prepared for them is on the 


two committees that their health was endan- | 


gered from the necessity of their transacting 
business there. The truth is, this Capitol with 
its arrangement and our large business, with 
the large number of officers, divided and sub- 
divided, is not found sufficient to accommo- 
date all, and somebody in the distribution 
must get the better and more commodious 


places, and others such asare not quite equally | 


as good. 

This is apparently a struggle between an 
officer of the House, in reference to that which 
he has to do in connection with the House, and 
the committees of the House and a large num- 


now occupies. 


ber of the members of the House in regard to | 


that which they have to do and the conven- 
iences for doing it. I do not understand 


by officers of the House, any more than we 
are improperly to exercise control over those 
officers; but I do say this, that the gentle- 
man from Vermont, whatever may be the case 
with the Postmaster himself, is utterly mis- 
taken when he puts this question upon the 
ground of convenience to members of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, of 


|| and its convenience in 
members of this House are to be controlled | 


| the Committee on the d Pc 
| Roads. But the question for the House is this: 


same floor with the new room assigned to the 
Postmaster, and very much nearer than the 


er ; . , : : 
| room which the branch office now occupies. 


The change will therefore facilitate the dis- 
charge of the duties and the business of 
the post office, as the branch office will be 
nearer the regular post office, and the room is 
quite suitable for the purposes and business of 
that office, and is as well lighted and better 
lighted than the room which the branch office 
it 15 not, 1t 1s true, quite as 
pleasantly located, and is not quite as large; 
but the room now to be vacated, if the order 
is carried out, by the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, added to the room assigned un- 


| der the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio, 


will give the Postmaster all the room he needs ; 
and [I contend most strenuously if there is 


| to be any choice of rooms in this Capitol for 


the discharge of the public business those com- 
mittees that act upon the public business should 
have the choice, and not the Postmaster. 

Mr. DAWES. A good deal kas been said 
upon the floor in reference to the Committee 
on Appropriations, of which I am chairman, 
i i this matter, and | 
desire to say a single word upon that subject. 
The committee have taken no part in any at- 
tempt to dislodge the Postmaster ; and it seems 
to me that it is very possible that the Post- 


| master might be accommodated in another part 


of this building better than in the old room of 
Post Office and Post 


|| with four of the best rooms in the whole wing 


the Committee on Appropriations, or of the | 


other committees. So far as our personal com- 
forts are concerned we have not asked for this 
change at all. If any one wants to confirm 
what has been said heretofore of the necessity 
forsome change, so far as the business of the 


of the Capitol on this side appropriated to one 
officer of the House, and the best rooms on that 
side appropriated to another officer of the 
House, whether the committees of the House, 
which from the nature of the duties they have 


| to perform have constantly in attendance large 


Committee of Ways and Means is concerned— | 


and I speak from personal knowledge—let him 
step into that committee-room and see its table 


piled up with books, tariffs of all nations, man- | 


uscripts and pamphlets, with little or no sit- 


ting-room ; and then gothere to-night, when we | 


are to hear counsel and delegations submit 
arguments in behalf of the claims of the bitu- 





delegations to be heard—whether they have 
room to transact their business, or whether 
they shall allow their convenience to yield to 
that of officers of the House? 

The Commitiee on Appropriations when it 
was formed, four yearsago, had no room what- 
ever for the transaction of its business. A 


| reception-room, used for another purpose, 


smaller than any other committee-room in this 
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Capitol, was assigned to them temporarily. 
They were put into it, and there they have been 
to this day. The room is so short that, with 
a table leaving space just wide enough for each 
member to sit down and one at each end, it is 
impossible for anybody of full size to pass on 
either side. Nor isit possible for anybody to 
pass up and down ; so that the delegations that 
are compelled to be heard by that committe: 
have to wait in the corridor, and one at a tim: 
stands in the doorway and is delivered, and 
another takes his plac e. 

‘Iwo years ago, when I had nothing to do 
with the Committee on Appropriations, this 
inconvenience, this absolute necessity for a 
change, induced that committee to ask thi 
House to give them one of the four rooms that 
the Clerk of the House has, and the Hous 
gave that room to the committee, and propose: 
to put the clerks who occupied it into the com 
mittee-room. But the Clerk felt that it 
inconvenienced him that he came in here th 
next day, and by his great popularity and 
influence induced the House to rescind its vote, 
and the Committee on Appropriations was sen! 
back into that littlg corner there, because it 
was not so convenient for the clerks of the 
House to occupy that room as to eccupy th: 
other and larger room, and they have remained 
in that room to this time. ‘his very morn 
ing we had oflicers of the bureaus at the othe 
end of the avenue standing in the corrido: 
waiting their turns to be heard upon the appro 
priations, and coming one ata time and stand 
ing on the threshold of the door and telling 
what they wanted. 

Now, I do not want to crowd out the Post 
master. I have not asked that he shall be 
The gentleman from Ohio, | Mr. Scuenck, | in 
the interest of his own committee, which 1 
crowded as mine is, has very kindly made room 


for my committee, and I am very much obliged 


tohim. I had already made an effort to ar 
range this matter with the Clerk, and get one 
of the four rooms now occupied by him for the 
accommodation of the Committee on Appro 
priations; but somehow or other the busines 
transacted before that committee is not of im 
portance enough to incommode any officer « 
this House. I make this statement as to th: 
necessities of the committee. Whether t 
post office is located by the resolution which 
has been adopted inthe best place or not I d 
not know; but I apprehend that out there i 
the old Hall is a better place for the Postmas 
ter, and more convenient for the members ot 
the House. But whether the committee shal! 
wait upon the officers of the House is the qu 
tion before us. 

Mr. POLAND. The gentleman from Ohio 

Mr. Scuenck] and the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, | the chairmen of two 
important committees of the House, entire! 
misapprehend the drift of this resolution, e: 
tirely misapprehend its purpose and spirit and 
what I desire to accomplish by it. Neither am 
I, as the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. Scuencx | 
intimates, a mere tool in the hands of the Post- 
master of this House to make this application. 
I am quite as anxious as those gentlemen can 
be that their committees shall be well accom 
modated. Ido not desire to break up any 
arrangement that has been made, so far as thei: 
committees are concerned, to give them better 
accommodations than they now have. But | 


| do say, Mr. Speaker, I assure the House that 


it is utterly impossible that the post office ca 
be kept in the place where it has been ordered 
by the resolution of the House. | admit tha 
if the convenience of the Postmaster or an: 
officer of this House comes in collision wi! 
the convenience of members of the House an: 
of the chairmen of committees the convenicn: 
of the officer is to give way. It may be an old 
fashioned notion of mine, but I did supp 
that the lives and health of other men migh 
perhaps be mentioned in connection with & 
convenience of those gentlemen 

Now, what do I propose by this resolution 
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it is merely that this arrangement shall not be 
carried into effect until a committee of the | 


House have had an opportunity to examine and 
report to us whether thereis not some suitable 
place where the post office can be placed. It 
is not proposed to break up this arrangement ; 
but these gentlemen have lived for a very con- 
siderable period of time with the accommoda- 
tions that they now have. I have not discov- 
ered that they have suffered in health or that 
the public business has suffered in their hands 
in consequence of the unsuitable character of 
the rooms they have been in. I merely pro- 
pose that the existing arrangement may be 


continued for a few days longer, and that the | 


post office shall not be moved into this unsuit- 
able place until some committee of the House 
have had anopportunity to say to us where the 
post oflice may be placed with convenience to 
he officersand to all the members of the House. 

| know that the gentleman of whom my friend 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] speaks, the 
Postmaster of the House, has very great influ- 
ence in this House. lam aware that it is quite 


a job for the Postmaster of this House or for | 


any other individual to updertake tu antago- 


nize the chairmen of the two most important | 
Bat I think if any | 
gentleman upon this floor will examine this | 
question, if they will go and look at this room, | 


committees of this House. 


they will see the reason for what I say. 


[ know that my friend from Illinois [Mr. | 


l’annswortH] says he has served on a com- 


mittee in that room for some time, and that | 


they have never been obliged to light the gas 
in order to do business. 
is entirely in conflict with the statements of 
every person to whom I have spoken upon the 
subject, 
everybody I have seen who has had onything 


to do with that room say that it is impossible | 


to do business in that room even on a bright 
day without first having the gas lighted. 
Mr. MAYNARD. 


investigations to the employés of the House? 
Mr. POLAND, 


room. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman re- | 


fers to members of committees sitting in that 


room, 


gas in that room ? 
Mr. LAWRENCE. No, sir. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I would ask the same 
question of the gentleman from New Jersey, 
{Mr. Hiun.] 
Mr. HILL. We have been obliged to use 
the gas on a dark day. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
Mr. HILL. No, sir. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


Not on a light day. 


I ask the gen- 


out the words— 


And that until such report all action for the re- 
moval of the post oflice from its present location be 
suspended, 


The resolution will then read : 


and Grounds be directed to examine and determine 


{Louse post office, and report the same to the House 
as soon as practicable. 


orders of the House in regard to fitting up these 
rooms. 


subject to be able to form an opinion upon it. 


i will say here, however, that if some of our | 


honorable members who have old recollections 
concerning the old Hall of the House had been 
willing last year—and I think they ought now 


Now, his testimony | 


The clerk of his own committee and | 


{| would inquire of the 

yentleman from Vermont [ Mr. Po.anp] if he | 
has conversed with members of the committees | 
that occupy that room, or has he confined his | 


I have conversed with gen- | 
ilemen who have served on committees in that | 


I would ask the gentleman from Ohio || 
| Mr. Lawrence] if we have had to light the | 


It will, however, allow the Committee | 
on Pablic Buildings and Grounds to examine || 
the whole premises and see if something better |, 
can be dove for the post oflice of the House, a |) 
thing which 1 do not now say ought not to be || 
done, for I have not sufficiently examined the || 
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to be willing—to allow that old Hall to be all 


longer merely a barn, measurably useful for all 
purposes and ornamental for none, and let it 
oe made into committee-rooms, it would settle 
this whole question, and in the most eligible 
and effective manner. 

But without calling up that question now, it 
occurs to me that if the gentleman from Ver- 
mont | Mr. PoLanp] will consent to my amend- 
ment, and if the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds will examine all the other 
rooms which we have,they will be able promptly 
to report upon this question. 

One word more and I will resign to the 
courtesy of my friend. The Committee on 
Banking and Currency, unwilling to disturb the 
Clerk of the House in his private office, if pos- 
sible to avoid it, consented to take a room much 
less eligible than the one they first proposed 
to take; and although it is even now exceed- 
ingly doubtful whether it is sufficiently com- 
modious for the purpose of the committee, and 
can only be made so by the use of a small room 
adjoining it, the committee consented to that 
arrangement. It seems to me that every pos- 
sible pains has been taken, unless it be in re- 
gard to the post office itself; and that, it seems 
to me, can be done in the way I have suggested. 
I hope the gentleman will allow my amendment 
to be offered. 

Mr. POLAND. 1 cannot yield for that 
purpose, and I will state the reason why. I 
suppose this committee could examine this 
subject and report to us in two days some ar- 
rangement by which the post office can be re- 
moved to some suitable place. It is for the 
very purpose of preventing our post office 
being torn up and put into this place below 
where it cannot remain. It is to secure some 
suitable place for it before it shall be removed 
from its present location. I do not want to 


| break up the arrangement which has been 


made for the convenience of the gentlemen on 
these committees; I desire that they shall all 
be accommodated; but I desire that some 
suitable place shall be provided for the post 
oflice before this proposed change is made. I 


/apprehend that these gentlemen of the com- 


mittees can wait a day or two, or a week, if 
necessary, till this question can be properly 
examined. ‘The danger to the public service 
is not so imminent as to require such very 
speedy action in reference to the assignment 
of these committec-rooms. ‘Thesecommittees 
who have for years occupied the rooms they 
now occupy can stay in them a day or two, or 


|| at the furthest a week or two longer, till this 
| question can be 


roperly examined. 
Mr. MAYNARD. With the permission of 


| the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. PoLanp] I 


desire to say that the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to which I belong and on which | have 


| served for several years, did not make this 
| application out of considerations personal to 
|| the members of that committee. 
tleman from Vermont [ Mr. Potanp] to allow || 
ine to move to amend his resolution by striking | 


The room 
which the committee has heretofore occupied 
is regarded by all the members of the com- 


| mittee as the most eligible, for their personal 
| convenience merely, of all the rooms about this 


Capitol. But, sir, in our consideration of pub- 
lic measures we are obliged to hear delegations 


|| from almost every industrial interest in the 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings | 


country. I may be permitted to say that we 


sto the proper location and arrangement of the || should have made ourreport upon the tariffat a 
|| very early period in the session but for the fact 
| that when it was understood we were about to 


That will not suspend the execution of the | 


report upon that subject we were obliged to 
receive and listen to delegations representing 
the various interests to be affected. And it 
was on account of our needs in respect to re- 
ceiving delegations of this character that we 
submitted our proposition for a more commo- 
dious room. The room we have heretofore 
used is so small that itis absolutely impossible 


| for us to receive in it the many delegations 
| that come to us charged with what they regard 


as great interests. I hope, therefore, that the 


gentleman from Vermont will not persist in 
| paying that we are advocating and seeking our 
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own convenience. Our object is simply the 


| proper transaction of public business, 


Mr. POLAND. My friend from Tennessee. 


| like other gentlemen who have spoken, y;)) 


persist in misunderstanding the object of +), 


| resolution I have offered. Its design is simply 


that before incurring the trouble and expense 
of removing our post office to a place wher, 
it cannot remain a committee of this Hoy... 
shall be set to work to search out a suitah), 
place for it. I have no fear that the public 
business will not go forward if the committe. 
continue to use a little while longer the room. 
they have heretofore had; they will, I have », 
doubt, be reasonably well accommodated. | 
think that neither the convenience of gentleme, 
of the committees nor the public service w;! 
suffer by the short delay that will be occasioned 
by adopting the resolution I have offered. 
Mr. LOGAN. Will the gentleman allow m» 
to make a single suggestion, which I think w;| 
relieve the House from its present difficulty ? 
Mr. POLAND. Certainly. 


Mr. LOGAN. I desire to suggest whether 


| it would not be well to remove the Capitol to 
| some other place where we can have more 
| room, and where liberal accommodations for 
_ all our committees may cat oats ? 


Mr. POLAND. I should probably be found 


| in accord with the gentleman on that subject. 
| I call for the previous question. 


The previous question was seconded and the 


| main question ordered ; and under the opera- 


tion thereof the resolution was agreed to ; there 
being—ayes 64, noes 42. 

Mr. POLAND moved to reconsider the vot: 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CAPTURE OF JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


| before the House a communication from the 


Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to the res- 
olution of the House ef December 15, 1869, in 


| relation to the payment of the bounty for the 


capture of Jefferson Davis, allowed by act of 
Congress of July 27, 1868; which was referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to lx 
printed. 


NEGOTIATION OF POSTAL TREATIES. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Postmaster General, in answer to a reso- 


| lution of December 16, 1869, inquiring whether 


without appointment and confirmation by the 
Senate any person holding a United States office 
has been employed by that Department to treat 
with foreign nations ; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 


| and ordered to be printed. 


ALASKA. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer to a resolution of the House, transmit: 
ting a copy of the report of the late special 
agent of his Department for Alaska; which 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 


STATUE OF GENYRAL NATHANIEL GREENE. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Governor of Rhode Island, in 
relation to the statue of General Nathaniel 
Greene ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered 
to be printed. 


RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, with 
statement of expenditures made under the pro- 
visions of the act of Congress for the improve- 
ment of rivers and harbors of the United States 
between July 1, 1868, and November 30, 186° ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com: 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 
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MODE OF PAYING PENSIONS, 

lhe SPEAKER also laid before the House 

mmunication from the Postmaster General, 
, answer toa resolution of the House, in rela- 

» to the payment of pensions to widows, 
-phans, and soldiers through the Money-Order 
Bureau of the Post Office; which was referred 
-) the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

RETIRED ARMY OFFICERS. 

fhe SPEAKER also laid before the House 
.jetter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting a statement of retired officers of the Army 
now on duty in regard to duties, allowances, 
pay, and the difference between their pay as 
retired officers and their pay while on duty; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

NEW HAVEN HARBOR. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House, the report of the chief of engineers upon 
the condition of New Haven harbor; which 


and ordered to be printed. 
REPORT OF BOARD OF ADMIRALS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a 


letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in an- 
swer to aresolution of the House, in regard to 
the report of a board of admirals convened in 
the year 1865 by the Secretary of the Navy, 
and of which Admiral Farragut was president ; 


which was referred to the Committee on Naval |! 


Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
USELESS MILITARY RESERVATIONS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
a draft of a proposed bill to provide for the dis- 
position of useless military reservations ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
NATIONAL ASYLUM FOR DISABLED SOLDIERS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, in relation 
to a proposed transfer of the fund for sick and 


wounded soldiers to the National Asylum for | 


Disabled Volunteers: which was referred to the 


Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to | 


be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF PATAPSCO RIVER. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, 
in answer to a resolution of the House, the 
report of the chief of engineers upon the condi- 
tion and improvement of the Patapsco river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 
JAPANESE INDEMNITY. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
relation to the sum of $600,000 in gold paid 


the United States as indemnity for transgression | 


upon our commerce, pursuant to a stipulation 
of the treaty with Japan of the 22d of October, 
1864; which was referred to the Committeo 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


FORTRESS MONROE ARTILLERY SCHOOL. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House | 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting | 


papers relating to the site of the United States 
artillery school at Fortress Monroe, Virginia ; 


which was referred to the Committee on Mil- | 


itary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
SURPLUS MILITARY ARSENALS. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 


a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
a draft of a proposed bill for the sale of certain 
surplus military arsenals of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


DEEPENING THE PASSES OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 


a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, in 
answer to the resolution of the House of De- 
cember 14, 1869, submitting the report of the 
chief of engineers of the progress made in the 
work of deepening the passes of the Mississippi 
river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
BOARD OF NAVAL OFFICERS. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
| & letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in 
answer to the resolution of the House of De- 
cember 14, 1869, in relation to furnishing the 
House with a copy of the record proceedings, 
and all papers before a board of naval officers ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
CAPTURE OF JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, in answer 
| to the resolution of the House of December 15, 
1869, in relation to the payment of the reward 
authorized by law for the capture of Jefferson 
Davis; which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
DES MOINES AND ROCK ISLAND RAPIDS, 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
| letter from the Secretary of War, in answer to 
| the resolution of the House of December 13, 
1869, submitting the reports of the chief of 
engineers upon the improvement of the Des 
Moines and Rock Island rapids of the Missis- 
sippi river, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
SURVEY OF INDIAN RESERVES. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
| communication from the Secretary of the In- 
terior, transmitting a copy of a letter from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, together with 
an estimate of appropriations required for sur- 
vey of Indian reserves for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 80, 1871, and for the present fiscal 
year, amounting to $480,286; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 


ARCHIVES OF TOPEKA LAND OFFICE. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Interior, sub- 
mitting estimates of the appropriation for special 


service required to replace archives of land | 


office at Topeka, Kansas, destroyed by fire in 
November, 1869; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be printed. , 

ABECASSIS’S CONTRACTS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in an- 
swer to the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of December 14, 1869, relative to 
contracts of Mr. Abecassis, which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

EMPLOYES IN CLERK’S OFFICE. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
the Clerk’s annual report of the names of clerks 
and other persons employed in his office ; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Accounts, and ordered to be printed. 


CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE HOUSE, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a letter from the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, communicating his annual report 
of the contingent expenses of the House of 
Representatives ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Accounts, and ordered to be 
printed. 


ARMY RETIRED OFFICERS, 

Mr. LOGAN. The communication laid be- 
fore the House a short time ago from the Sec- 
retary of War in reference to retired officers, 
I presume, is a mere list of names similar to 

| other lists of which we have quite a number 
| already before the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. These have not, been printed; and it 
will not be necessary to order the printing of 
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| time since I have hat 


this list. It will be suflicient to have it re 
ferred to the committee, and we will have the 
whole printed together. 

The SPEAKER. The communication will 
be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, without its being ordered to be printed 


ited 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 

Mr. LAWRENCE, I yield for five minute 
to my colleague [Mr. Muncen] for a persona! 
explanation. 

Mr. MUNGEN. Mr Sp aker, for the fir 

i the honor to hold a seat 
on this floor do I arise to a question of personal 
explanation. It is not the first time, however, 
that I have been grossly misrepresented. | 
endeavored to get the floor to notice this mat 
ter prior to the recess, but could not. The 
votes and remarks of every member are open 


| to comment and criticism, severe criticism : 


but his personal honor forbids him submitting 
tamely to slander and libel. The New York 
lribune of the 17th ultimo contains the follow 


| ing in relation to my speech of the 16th, which 


| of prominent Democrats. It i 


| tion of Mr. MuNGEN’s 


I take from its Washington correspondence 


**Mr. MunGEN claims that he was betrayed into 
the speech with the promised support of a number 
a well-known fact 
that at least four well-known Democratic member 
had prepared speeches taking the same ground as 
MuNGEN, and while MunGen was making his remarks 
they held council in one of the cloak-rooms and 
agreed to destroy their essays and join the repudia 
views.” 


This extract is grossly false. In the first 
. : . , *? 
place, I was not ‘* betrayed into the speech ; 


| secondly, I never so claimed ; thiraly, I never 


| So much for the 


was promised the support of which the Trib- 
une correspondent speaks; fourthly, | never 
sought any such support, but relied and do 


| yet with confidence upon the toiling masses of 


the country, whose cause I endeavored to advo- 
cate, and, God willing, shall continue to main 

tain against their oppressors, the bankers and 
bondholders ; filthly, I do not believe that four 
Democratic members had prepared speeches, 
&e., and if it had been a well-known fact I 
would have doubtless been aware of it; sixthly, 
I cannot ascertain who the members were who 
held council in the cloak-room; and finally, 
the whole extract referred to is a fabrication. 
Tribune. The Republican 


| papers have boasted that there was but one 


man in the House to vote against the soothing- 


| sirup resolution of my colleague from Ohio, 


[Mr. Garrietp.] Not only they but gentl 

men on this floor frequently allude to this. 
Gentlemen here know, and the country ought 
to know, and-I here take occasion to say, that 
the manner in which the soothing-sirup reso 

lution was passed can add to it neither credit or 
strength. By reference to the Congressional 
Globe of the 17th of December last we find 
the following, which I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


“Mr. Dawes. I move thattherules besuspended, 
and that for general debate the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole upon the annual mes- 
sage of the President of the United States. 

“The motion was agreed to. 

“The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
ALLISON in the chair,) and proceeded to the consid- 
cration of*the President’s annual message. 

**Mr. MuNGEN obtained the floor. 

*“ ORDER OF BUSINESS 

““Mr. Scortetp. With the consent of the gentle- 
man from Ohio |Mr. Muncen] I move that the com- 
mittee rise in order that the House may make an 
order that the business for the remainder of the day 
be confined to debate only. 

“Mr. Nistackx. I suggest that that order can be 
made just as well in Committee of the Whole. 

**Mr. Scorretp. I ask, then, unanimous consent 
of the committee that the order be made. 

“The Cuainman. If there be no objection, it will 
be understood that the proceedings during ther 
mainder of the day shall be limited to general d 
bate in Committee of the Whole. 

‘*Mr. Farxswortg,. I object. 


“Mr. Jupp. I move that the committee rise for 
the purpose of making an order in the Ilouse that 
the remaining portion of to-day’s session shall be 
devoted to debate alone, and that no further b 


ness shall be transacted. 

“ The motion was agreed t 

* The committee accordingly rose: and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, Mr. ALLison reported 
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that the Committee of the Whole on thestate of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union gener- 

ily under consideration, and particularly the an- 

uual message of the President of the United States, 
nd had come to no resolution thereon. 

“Mr. Scorretp. I move that when the House 

gain resolves itself intothe Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union it shall be with the under 
tanding that there shall be no business done, and 
ihat the session shall be for debate alone. 

“Mr. Farnswortn. I object. 

“Mr. Cake. I ask unanimous consent to take a 
hill from the Speaker’s table for reference. 

“ Objection was made, 

“Mr. Scovietp. 1 move 
adjourn, 

* The motion was disagreed to. 

** Mr. Scorietp. I renew the motion that there 
hall be nofurther business transacted this evening. 

“'TheSreaker. That requires unanimous consent, 
and the gentleman from Lilinois objects. 

“Mr. Scorretp. If we have unanimous consent, 
excepting the gentleman from Illinois, | am sure 
that we shall have no business this evening; and I 
modify my motion in that way. 

“The Speaker. That cannot be done. 

“Mr. Farnsworth, I insist that my friend from 
ae 4ylvania shall remain during the sessions of the 
| ouse, 

** Mi 1 am going to stay to take care 
of my friend from Illinois. 

“Mr. Farnsworvn moved that the rules be sus- 
pended and the House resolve itself into the Com 
tnittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

“The motion was agreed to. 

“The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
inittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
ALLISON in the chair,) and proceeded to the consid- 
cration of the President’s annual message.”’ 

**Mr. MunGEN took the floor.’”’ 


Mr. MUNGEN. LKvery gentleman on this 
floor knows that it was the general understand- 
ing that no further business was to be done. 
It is also well understood that my colleague 
endeavored, in my opinion very unjustly, to 


that the House do now 


« SCOFIELD. 


make a party measure of whatI distinctly stated | 


were my own views and not uttered in the in- || 


terest of any party. Some friends were here 
from my district, and after the gentleman from 


Nevada [Mr. F'ircu] obtained the floor I left | 
with them, expecting to read the remarks of || 


that gentleman on the Cuban question in the 
Globe. Many other gentlemen left, thinking 
there would be no further business transacted 
that day. Out of two hundred and forty-three 
members but one hundred and twenty-four were 
present. Ll was not here to vote against the 
resolution gotten up to quiet the nerves and 
calm the apprehensions of the bankers and 
bondholders. It was passed in the manner 
stated. It was made apparently a party meas- 
ure against the facts, and however much gen- 
tlemen may chuckle over the clever trick, as we 
might call it, they may rest assured that my 
speech against paying the bonded debt more 
than once meets a cordial response in the breast 
of every laboring man who has read it. I do 
not beg the question. I am totally indifferent 
to the praise or censure of the bankers, bond- 
holders, and capitalists. I rely upon the sup- 


port of the hardy sons of toil for their appro- | 


bation; and ten thousand soothing-sirup reso- || 


lutions, no matter by whom offered, cannot 


avert the destruction which ere long will over- | 


take the infamous, stupendous, villainous, and 
unholy financial system which now so com- 
pletely fetters the energies of the American 
people and robs them of the rewards of their 
labor. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Will my col- 
league yield to me for a remark or two on the 
personal explanations just addressed to the 
House? 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Certainly. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Two things only 
| desire to say in regard to the speech of my 
distinguished colleague, [Mr. Muncen.] The 
first has reference to his statement that the 
resolution offered by me was offered when it 
was understood that the House would do no 
business. My answer to that is the very paper 
which the gentleman has read, which shows that 
after repeated attempts to make that arrange- 
ment the watchful member from Illinois [Mr. 
l’'annswortu] prevented the House from mak- 
ing that arrangement, and it was not made. 

The second point is this: the gentleman says 
I introduced a resolution which he elegantly 


calls the soothing-sirup resolution, with the 
view of making party capital out of it. I ask 
the Clerk to read the resolution which I did 
offer, that it may be seen how unpartisan a 
matter it was. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

** Resolved, That the proposition, direct or indirect, 


to repudiate any portion of the debt of the United | 


States is unworthy the honor and good name of the 


nation, and that this House, without distinction of | 
party, hereby sets its seal of condemnation upon any | 


and all such propositions.’’ 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
Ilouse, without distinction of party !’’ Andthe 
only party in the case, as exhibited in the vote, 
was the whole House on one side and the sol- 
itary vote of one member from Kentucky, [ Mr. 
Jones, ] who was not supported by the vote of 
my colleague, [Mr. Muncen.] It was pre- 
cisely for the reason that I did not wish to 
make a party matter of the occurrence that I 
did not send to the Clerk’s desk to be read 
on that occasion a paper which I will now send 
to be read, showing that my colleague did 


‘* That this | 


not stand alone in his desire to repudiate the | 


debt of the nation, but that he was in fact rep- 
resenting a considerable portion of the Demo- 
cratic populatiou of his district. I preferred 
then to do for the good of the country what 
both parties on this floor could do rather than 
to make a party issue, as this paper would have 
done. I now ask that it be read. It is a res- 
olution passed by a Democratic convention 
during the fall campaign of 1869. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
| ** Resolved by the Democracy of Mercer county in 
convention assembled, 'That we are in favor of the re- 
pudiation of the bonded debt of the United States. 


quested to vote against appropriations providing for 
the payment of the salaries of the assessors and col- 
lectors of internal revenue, or the interest on the 
bonded debt.’’ 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


sional district of my colleague, and at the mo- 
ment when he was being assailed by his polit- 
ical friends upon this floor, I might then have 
come to his rescue by showing that he was 


in this very question of repudiation. But I 


was willing for the sake of the public credit to | 


unite both parties in this House, to brand re- 
pudiation with the dishonor it deserves. But 
now that the gentleman assails, I give him and 
his party the benefit of the attack. 

Mr. LAWRENCE resumed the floor. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Tor how long? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Not over a minute or 
two. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. 
man two minutes. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Would not this be a good 
time to let Virginia in? [lLaughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. All this comes out of the 
time of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Law- 
RENCE. | 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I did not desire when 
this subject was before the House the other 
day, on the occasion of the speech of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Muneren,] to make 
any remarks upon it on my own account. I 
was fearful that my vote upon the resolution 
might be construed asa censure of that gentle- 
man. I believe in the freedom of parliament- 


to make the speech he did. As I said then, I 
am not and never expect to be a repudiator. 
I always endeavor to pay my own debts just 
as I agree to pay them; and so far as my vote 
is concerned I expect I shall vote for the Uni- 
ted States Government to pay its debts precisely 
as it agrees to pay them; and if I was mis- 
understood then, I do not want to be misunder- 
stood now. Nor do J, sir, consider it repudi- 
ation to pay the debts of this Government 


| 
j 


| precisely in accordance with the law and the 
| contract creating them.. I consider it repudi- 
| ation for this Government to pay or to under- 


The county of | 
Mercer, in the State of Ohio, is in the congres- | 


really the representative of his constituents | 


I ask the gentleman to | 


I will yield the gentle- | 


ary debate, and that the gentleman had aright | 


** Resolved, That our member of Congress be re- | 
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take to pay them in any other manner than a 
they have by law agreed to pay them. | }, 
lieve that the five-twenty bonds are by the law 
and their terms payable in the lawful aioe 
of the country; and [ believe that any officer 
of the Government who goes into the marke; 


| and appreciates the five-twenties at the expeng: 


of and by the depreciation of the greenbac! 
the lawful money as it is called of the county 
is committing, if not an impeachable offeys. 
an offense, a grave offense against this (jo, 
ernment. 

I do not believe that we have any such rig}; 
I do not believe it just to do it.. The money 
called lawful money is the money of the people. 
of the masses. ‘The five-twenties are in t\, 
hands of the rich. It is said the five-twenti, 
were given to secure loans made to save tly, 
Government. Be it so; they were voluntary, 
loans. The lawful money, the greenbacks ,. 
they are called, wasaforced loan. The forme; 
is no better than the latter. And the only 
difference is that the one is in the hands of the 
rich and the other is held, as far as they hol 
any thing, by the poor. And I would like to 
know, I would like to be informed upon why: 
principle of morality, justice, or honesty, the 
Secretary of the Treasury pays or buys the 
five-twenties at $122 for each $100, and pay 
that sum in the lawful money dollars of the Gov. 
ernment, made such and forced upon the peo. 
ple as such by the Government itself? Whi 
should not—why is not the greenback dollar 
worth just as much as the five-twenty dollar’ 
Who has made the difference; who has made 
the one worth 122 cents and the other 100 cents 
‘The law-making power has not done it. Ther 
is nothing intrinsic in either that should mak: 
the difference. There is no merits in the hold 
ers that should make the difference, and I for 
one am opposed to there being made any dis 
crimination between the dollars made by the 
Government itself. The one should be as good 
as the other. And to insist upon this I do not 
believe is repudiation. 


RS, 


ADMISSION OF VIRGINIA. 


The House then resumed the consideratio: 
of the bill (H. R. No. 783) to admit the State 
of Virginia to representation in the Congres 
of the United States, upon which Mr. Lav. 
RENCE was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I had not 
intended to discuss the measure now before 
the House until I heard the debate on yester- 
day. Since the adjournment last evening | 
have had but a very brief space of time to con: 
sider this measure. 

But I will ask the attention of the House for 
a short time to some views on the subject of 
the reconstruction of the State of Virginia. 
The bill now before us (H. R. No. 783) is de- 
signed, as its title imports, ‘‘to admit the State 
of Virginia to representation in the Congres: 
of the United States.’’ If it isa measure made 
necessary by the condition of that ancient Com: 
monwealth, authorized by the Constitution, just 
in itself, then it ought to receive our support 
and become a law. Asa member of the Ke: 
construction Committee I voted in favor o! 
reporting the bill, and unless it is or can be 
shown to be wrong, or unless a better measur 
is presented which it is practicable to adopt, ! 
will give it my vote when the question is taken 
on its passage. I will do this not because ! 
suppose it will accomplish all that I could wish, 
but because I desire the restoration of Virginis, 
and I regard this as the best measure which !t 
is now possible to secure. . 

My colleague [Mr. Moray] insists that Vir 
ginia is and always has been a State of the 
Union, entitled to representation in Congress : 
and his political friends would admit her to 
representation without any terms or conditions, 
without ‘‘ indemnity for the past or security for 
the future,’’ giving the late rebels, without pen 
itence or repentance, with Lee and Wise & 
their head, conquered but not subdued, com 
plete political control of her fortunes, and the 
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yal men, white and black, delivered over to 
‘» mercies of men who but recently enslaved 
‘hem all and made a war of rebellion to render 
a ir bondage eternal! He doubtless believes 
ha at tthisis the right of Virginia, without the thir- 
nth or fourtee nth or fifteenth amendments 
the C Yonstitution, w itho ut the ‘‘ civil 
shts act.’’ But I maintain she has no such 
‘ht; that all these great measures and the 
- ynstruc tion acts of C ongress were necessary 
view of all the c ircumstances. 
“There are some facts which have passed into 
and about which there is no dispute. 
i will allude to some ofthem. ‘The State gov- 
nt or corporate State which existed in 
ia up to the act of secession in 1861 has 
w no vestige ofexistence. It was superseded 
a rebel State government, which continued 
, existence from its commencement 1861 
ntilthe 9th of May, 1865, when by an execu- 
veorder, military in its character, that gov- 
ernment was supple anted and the so-called 
‘Alexandria government’’ of Governor Peir- 
noint was installed at Richmond. But this in 
in has given place to a provisional State gov- 
ernment under the *‘ reconstruction acts’’ of 
Congress. 
rhe ‘‘Alexandria government’’ had ceased 
to be recognized as the permanent civil govern- 
ment of the State, and was without any repre- 
entation in Congress before the surrender of 
Lee. 
It now ‘‘ rests with Congress to decide what 
; the established government’’ in the State. 
By the Constitution, article four, section three, 
Congress has power to admit new States, and 
by section four of the same article it is made 
the duty of Congress ‘‘ to nay on to every 
State in this Union a republican form of gov- 
ernment.’’ 
By r artic le one, section eight, Congress has 
ower **to declare war’’ and ‘‘ suppress insur- 
ions.’’ The Constitution recognizes ‘‘ the 
‘nations,’’ with their war powers and 
limited only by its provisions. The 
thirteenth article of amendments to the Con- 
titution prohibits slavery and the fourteenth 
rotects all citizens in the enjoyment of the 
privilegesand immunities of citizenship,’’ and 
is to all these powers Congress is authorized 
to execute and enforce the provisions of the 
Constitution by appropriate legislation. Here 
is more than ample authority for all operative 
and essential provisions of all the ‘‘recon- 
struction acts.’’ This question is now put at 
rest forever by the opinion of the Supreme 
Court in Luther vs. Borden, 7 Howard, 42; in 
Texas vs. White and Chelis, decided in Decem- 
ber, 1868; and in the matter of Cesar Griffin, 
de cided by Chief Justice Chase in April, 1869, 
» Texas Reports, supplement, 623. In the 
ast case I have named it was he ld that when- 
ever a State government is— 
“Recognized as the lawful government by the 
executive and legislative departments of the na- 
tional Government.” 


and 





iws Ol 


isages 


In other words, the status of a State is to be 
determined by the political and not the judicial 
department of the national Government. This, 
then, is a sufficient answer to all that may be 
said about the rig ght of Virginia to representa- 
tion. Her rights are such as Congress may in 
obedience to “the Constitution accord to her; 
and history furnishes no ex ample where rebels, 
having forfeited so m: any rights, have been so 
generously, wisely, and humanely dealt with. 
We have drawn our inspiration from the im- 
mortal words of the martyred Preside ont, ‘* With 
malice towards none, with charity for all.’ 

Under the reconst ruction acts a State gov- 
ernment has been established in Virginia, ‘and 
this bill declares— 

That the State of Virginia is entitled to repre- 


sentation in Congress as a State of the Union, under 
the constitution ratified on the 6th day of July, 1869. 


We all agree that it is desirable that Virginia 
should be restored. These words, ‘‘ under the 
constitution ratified on the 6th day of daly, 
1869,’’ were inserted at my instance, so that it 





THE CONGRESSION 


should not be doubtful what corporate State 
should be restored and what government it is 
that Congress now establishes and guarantees. 

So far | do not understand that this bill meets 
with serious opposition. But the bill proceeds 
to declare that representation is granted— 


gr 
Upon the following fundamental ecntitious: first, 
that no persons shall hold any r office, civil or mili 


tary, in said State who shal P nat have taken and 
subscribed one of the following oaths or affirmations, 
namely: “I do solemnly swear(or atlirm) that I have 
never taken an oath as a1 ' mber of Congress, or as 
an office: rof the United States, or asa member of any 
State Legislature, orasan ¢ aeeakive judicial offic 

— ate. to supportthe Constitution of the United 
States and there: iter eng paged in insurrection or re 
be llion. against the same, or given aid or comfort to 
the enemies thereof;”’ or, “ i do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that 1 have been relieved from disability by 
an act of Congress, as p rovis led for by the third see- 
tion of the f ree nth article of the amendments of 
the Constitut 1 of the United State 

It may be proper to re mark this is not the 

‘iron-clad oath,’’ or sometimes called 
the ‘test-oath,’’ under the act of July 2, 1862. 
It is not practicable to enforce that oath and 
exclude from office every man who participated 
in rebellion. The gentleman from Illinois 

; 7 Le a 
[Mr. Farnsworru } objects to this provision 
of the bill; he denies that Congress can require 
such an oath in Virginia unless it is required 
in every State 

I affirm that Congress has power to enact 
this provision for any one State or for all the 
States, and that there is a necessity for such 
an oath, especially in \ baie and other of the 
late rebel States ; and that it is our sworn duty 
under the Constitution to see to it that —_s 
officer under the United States or under an 
State who cannot take such an oath truthfully 
shall be excluded from holding office. The 
oath re quires d in this bill, inserte ed i nthis form 
at my instance, is in the exact words of the 
third section of the fourteenth article of the 

. t ’ ~ +5 + 7. 
amendments of the Constitution. I will ask 
the Clerk to read that section. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

‘Sec. 3. No person shall be a Senator or Repre- 
sentative in Congress, or elector of President and 
Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, 
under the United States or under any State, who, 
bewion previously taken an 0 - as a member of 
Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as 
a member of any State Legis!: — or a8 an execu- 
eee judicial officer of any State, to support the 
Constitution of the U nited States, shall have engaged 
fe insurrection or rebellionagainst the same or given 
aid or comfort to the enemiesthereof. But Congress 
may, by a vote of two thirds of each House, remove 
such disability.”’ 


Mr. LAWRENCE. 
**No person. shall” 
any office’’ 


as it is 





Its language is: 
° . “hold 
““under any State’’— 
who has been gnilty of certain acts; so says 
our own Constitution by an amendment ratified 
after more ample discussion than ever has been 
given to any other of its provisions. 

The fifth section of the fourteenth 
ment expressly declares— 

‘*That Congress shall have power to enforce by 
appropriate legislation the provisions of thisarticle.”’ 

Here is our authority for this oath. It is 
plenary and ample. Will any lawyer eontro- 
vert it? 

This provision of the Constitution may be 
enforced by a general law for all the States or 
by an act for each State separately. 

Certainly there ought to be a general law 
for all the States, but the failure to provide it 
in States where there is no immediate and 
pressing necessity can not excuse us from mak- 
ing provision for States where there is such 
necessity. 

The manner of enforcing this constitutional 
provision is, in the discretion of Congress, by 
any ‘‘appropriate legislation.’’ One mode 
may be appropriate in one State and another 
in a different State. As to one State the oath 
may be sufficient, while in another the super- 
added penalty of perjury for falsely taking it, 
with judicial authority in the national courts 
by quo warranto to oust ineligible persons from 
office may be provided, and if necessary it may 
be made a penal offense for such persons to 
hold office. If my voice could control this 


amend- 
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matter I would provide all these for Virginia 
now. 

Ty rea Ta . 20) ‘ . wre : ’ 

_ There is a necessity for such legislation 
founded on constitutional law. It has been 
held by the Chief Justice of the United States, 
in re Cesar Griffin, that section three of the 
fourteenth amendment does not execute itself : 
that legislation by Congress is necessary to 
enforce it. I will ask the Clerk to read from 
on TT > a »heR RO 

25 J exas Reports supplement, pages 636, 638. 

lhe Clerk read as follows: 

*It isnot improbable that one of the objects of this 
section was to provide for the security of the nation 
and of individuals by the exclusion of a class of cit 
zens from office; but itcan hardly be doubted that its 
nee purpose was to inflict upon the leading and 

nost influential characters who had been engaged 
in the rebellion exclusion from office as a punish- 
mentfortheoffense.” * bs * “The object 
of the amendment is to exclude from certain offices 
a certain class of persons, Now, it is obviously im 
possible to do this ‘by a simp le deel aration, whether 
in the Cons stitution orin act of Congress, that all per 
sons included within a particular description shall 
not hold office; for in the very nature of things it 
must be ascertained what particular individuals are 
embraced by the definition before any sentence ot 
exclusion can be made to operate, ‘To accomplish 
this ascertainment and insure effective results pr 
ceedings, evidence, decisions, and enforcement of 
decisions, more or less formal, are indispensable 
and these can only be provided for by Congress.”’ 


Mr. LAWRENCE. ‘‘ These can only be 
provided for by Congress,’’ says the Chief Jus 
tice ; then itis our duty to doso. We have 
sworn to support the Constitution; the Presi- 
dent has sworn to ‘‘ preserve, protect, and 
fend the Constitution.”’ Itis our duty to make 
all laws necessary to enforce its provisions. 
‘There is an urgent necessity, too, for this pro- 
vision founded on the condition of affairs in 
Virginia. 

‘The constitution of that State does not re- 
quire any oath or contain any provision de- 
signed to enforce the fourteenth amendment. 
Under this constitution five judges of 
supreme court of appeals are to be chosen by 
the joint vote of the two houses of the Gen- 
eral Assembly for aterm of twelve years, six- 
teen circuit judges for eight years, ninety-nine 
county judges for three years, and eight city 
judges for six years, and a few other judge 
all by the General Assembly now in office. 
Numerous candidates are already announced 
who are ineligible under the fourteenth amend 
ment. They will be elected, and that right 
speedily. The danger is imminent. The nece 
sity is urgent ina degree unknown in any other 
State. All the machinery of State government, 
with its multitude of officers of every grade, 
is soon to be set in motion. There is no time 
now to perfect a general law applicable to all 
the States. But. Virginia should have imme 
diate notice that her people must obey the 
Constitution. 

We should be admonished by the example 
of Georgia. Her recent history is well known. 
The act of Congress of June 25, 1868, pro 
vided for her admission to representation. 
Representatives were admitted in this House. 
But sueh was her disregard of all constitutional 
obligations, by inducting into office ineligible 
men and expelling from office eligible men 


} 
tue 


| entitled to office, that at last, and only a few 


days since, Congress passed a bill to e »nforce 2 
more rigorous oath in that State than is now 
proposed for Virginia, and President Grant 
approved the act. 

Here, then, is a declaration of our power so 
to legislate, and of the necessity and expediency 
of such le gislation. The question is res ad- 
judicata. 

In illustration of this subject I ask the Clerk 
to read an extract from a letter addressed to me 
by one of the judges of the supreme court unde! 
the existing provisional — of Texa 

The Clerk read as follows 

Austin, Texas , ber 2), 1369. 
The proposed constitution of Texae, 


ticle 


Dear Sir: 
just passed upon by the people, section one 
twelve, makes the fourteenth amendment “to the 
Federal Constitution a test of eligibility 

a" following difficulties present themse ol v« g: 

The proposed constitution provid » penalty 
es taking the oath falsely. 


to off 2c. 
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Che statutes of Texas provide no penalty. 

3. The statutes of the United States provide no 
penalty. 

There is quite a large infusion of the old rebel 
clement in the Legislature-elect, which threatens to 
vive us trouble in the election of United States Sen- 
autors,and many other matters connected with the 
organization of the new State government. We 
have fought a glorious battle and won a brilliant 
victory, but we want help from Congress to make 
the fruits avail us, 

And to this end we ask that Congrees do immedi 
ately pass an act making the oath prescribed in the 
proposed constitution, section one, article twelve. 
obligatory by law of Congress, to be administered by 
ofiicers competent to administer oaths in the Fed 
eral courts; making the falecly taking the oath per- 
iury, and requiring it to be given in charge by the 
\'nited States judges in Texas to their grand juries 
ind to take efiect from and after its passage. 

Unless we can get this act there is strong prob- 


ability that Hamilton, the man who has doneecvery- | 
thing in his power to break down and drive out the | 


be chosen a 


M. BL. WALKER. 


Republican party from Texas, will 

United States Senator. 
Your obedient servant, 

Hon. Wintiam LAWRENCE. 


Mr. LAWRENCH. And now, Mr. Speaker, 
I ask will gentlemen here refuse to carry into 
effect our own Constitution? Have we held the 
word of promise tothe ears of the people only to 
break ittotheirhopes? Shall weturn adeaf ear 
to the entreaties that come up to us from Vir- 
ginia? Shall we turn our backs upon the humble 
poorofthatancient Commonwealth? Whenthey 
and the people demand in the name of human- 
ity and the Constitution that we throw around 
ali that remains of loyalty the sacred shield of 
the Constitution, shall we invite a disregard of 
all law, human and divine, by setting the 


example of disregarding the Constitution our- | 


selves ? 
And now a few words as to another feature 
of this bill. It declares that Virginia shall be 


admitted to representation upon asecond funda- | 


mental condition : 


That the constitution of said State shall never be 
o amended or changed as to deprive any citizen or 


class of citizens of the United States of the right to | 


vote or hold office in said State who are entitled to 


vote or hold office by said constitution, exceptas a | 


punishment for such crimes as are now felonies at 
common law, whereof they shall have been duly con- 
vieted under laws equally applicable to allthe inhab- 


itants of said State; or to prevent any person, on | 


necount of race, color, or previous condition of servi- 
tude, from serving as a juror or participating equally 


in the school fund or school privileges provided for | 


in said constitution: Provided, That any alteration 
of said constitution equally applicable to all the voters 
of said State may be made with regard to the time 
and place of residence of said voters. 


These phrases ‘‘ equally applicable to all the 
inhabitants ’’ and ‘‘ to all the voters,’’ &c., were 
inserted in the bill at my instance, and are de- 
signed to secure equality of rights and equal 
protection for all. 

The gentleman from Illinois, who has ren- 
dered so much invaluable service in the field 
and in the councils of the nation, [ Mr. Logan, } 
has inquired how this condition will be en- 
forced, whether any penalty ia provided for its 
violation ; and his colleague, also distinguished 
for his military and civic services, [Mr. Fanns- 
wortH, ] more than intimated yesterday that it 
might be a dead letter. And it has been af- 
firmed that Congress has no power to require 
any such condition. 

| insist that Congress has the power and that 
the condition can be enforced. And first, as to 
the power, It rests on the same clauses of the 
Constitution which authorize the reconstruc- 
tion measures of Congress. ‘The Convention 
which framed the Constitution expressly re- 
fused to limit the power to admit new States, so 
that no conditionsshould be imposed. (Madi- 
son Papers, vol. 3, page 1456.) 

The power to impose conditions has been 
exercised almost unquestioned from the found- 
ation of the Government to this time. Ohio, 
‘the first born of the ordinance of 1787,’’ 
was admitted on the fundamental condition 
that her constitution should not be— 


‘repugnant to the ordinance of the 13th of July, 
idi. 

And she was denied the equal privilege of 

other States of holding slaves. (Act of April 
80, 1802, 1 Stat., 174.) Virginia in Congress 
voted for that. 
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The joint resoluticn of March 2, 1821, (3 
Stat., 645,) providing for the admission of 
Missouri, enacts a ‘*‘ fundamental condition ’’— 
such are the words—giving a construction to 
the fourth clause of the twenty-sixth section 
of the third article of her constitution. Vir- 
ginia in Congress voted for that. 

‘*undamental conditions’’ were provided 
in the reconstruction act of June 25, 1868, as 
to North Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana, 
Georgia, Alabama, and Florida, substantially 
the same as those incorporated in this bill. 

‘* Fundamental conditions’? were annexed 


_ to the admission of Nebraska. 
And there is scarcely a State admitted since | 


the adoption of the Constitution on which fund- 
amental conditions have not been imposed. 


The civil rights act of April 9, 1866, was | 


an exercise of the power to impose funda- 
mental conditions. (14 Stat., 27.) 

Mr. LOGAN. 
will leave an impression different from what 
L intended. I desire to call his attention to 
the question which | asked of the gentleman 


from Illinois, [Mr. Farnsworru,] which was, | 


what would be the penalty should Virginia after 
admission violate one of these fundamental 
conditions. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. 
Mr. LOGAN. 
to answer it now. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. 
tleman’s satisfaction. 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I will come to the ques- 
tion of the gentleman in a few moments. 


Oh, yes. 
J would like the gentleman 


I will do it, to the gen- 


In Congress, then, this uniform practice has | 
settled the question of power; it is res adjudi- | 


cata. 
And so reads the Constitution. Congress 
has power to ‘‘admit new States.’’ Itis not 


limited so as to prohibit the requisition of fund- 
amental conditions. A proposition so to limit 
it was voted down in the Convention which 
framed the Constitution. Congress may, under 
this broad unlimited power, impose any terms 
not inconsistent with the Constitution. 

It is the duty of Congress— 


ae guaranty to every State a republican form | 


of government.’ 


dwh State is, as Virginia was in 1865, || oa . 
An en a State is, as Virginia was ~ yy’ || constitution, declare independence, and annex 


found without any State government at all, 
Congress has power, limited only by the Consti- 
tution itself, to require a frame of State govern- 
ment of any epecies of the genera republican, 
and to perform the act of guarantee either by act 
of Congress, by fundamental conditions, or bya 
State constitution containing such provisions 
as may be required by Congress. The general 
panes to guaranty is not limited so as to pro- 
1ibit the exaction of fundamental conditions. 
The power, then, exists with a plentitude com- 
mensurate with the public good, and equal to 
every occasion which has arisen or can arise to 
call foritsexercise. ‘l'o suppose that the framers 
of the Constitution intended to make it less is 
to deny their sagacity and declare their work a 
failure. 

And now can the fundamental conditions be 
enforced? It isa principle which runs through 
the whole Constitution, that whatever power 
Congress can exercise, that power it can enforce 
by appropriate legislation. 

Congress having the powerto exact these con- 
ditions, has the power to enforce them. . Need 
I cite authority in support of this proposition ? 

In Prigg vs. Pennsylvania, 16 Peters, 636, 
the Supreme Court said: 


“The national Government, in the absence of all 
positive provisions to the contrary, is bound through 
its proper departments, legislative, judicial, or execu- 
tive, to carry into effect all the rights and dutics 
imposed upon it by the Constitution.” 


Mr. Madison declared that— 


“The power of the new Government will act on 
the States in theircollective characters.’’—Jederadist 
No. 30, 2 Elliott’s Deb., 392. 


privileges and immunities of citizens— 


“are placed under the guardianship of the General || 


Government.” 


lam afraid the gentleman | 


| law of the land. 








Chief Justice Taney has decided that the || gentleman himself. 
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Again; the Supreme Court has said, in Mar 
lin vs. Hunter : i 


* The Legislatures of the Statesare in some res 
. . espe Me 
under the control of Congress, and in every Case : 
under the Constitution, bound by the paramo," 
authority of the United States.”—I Wheaton, 304 

The first act passed by the first Congres 
under the Constitution was an act to enfoy, 
that clause of the Constitution which dec},,, 
that State officers— 

**shall be bound by oath or affirmation to Suppor 
the Constitution.” 

The bill as originally reported by a comm; 
tee, of which Mr. Madison was a mem}. 
contained a penal clause ; and so should th,, 
be a penalty for perjury in falsely taking \) 
oath required in the bill now under consig,, 
ation. 

When Congress came to act on that meagy», 
which became their first law, it was objec 
that there was— 

“‘no provision for empowering the Government 
to enact the law. 

This was conclusively answered by Mr. Lay 
rence, of New York, who said : 

**Congress havethis power. It is declared by ; 
Constitution that its ordinances shall be the supr 
E If the Constitution is the supr 
law of the land every part of it must partake of | 
supremacy ; consequently every general declara 
it contains is the supreme law. But then these » 
eral declarations cannot be carried into effect with 
particlar regulations adapted to the circumstai 
these particular regulations are to be made by ( 
gress, who, by the Constitution, have power to ma 
all laws necessary or proper to carry the declaration, 
of the Constitution into effect. The Constitution lik: 
wise declares that the members of the State Legi:. 
latures and all officers, executive and judicial, s\q|| 
take an oath tosupport the Constitution. This declar 
ation is general, and it lies with the supreme Legis 
lature to detail and regulate it.’”’ 

Congress, then, has the power to requi: 
‘*fundamental provisions,’’ and having such 
power, has equally the plenary. authority | 
enforce them. But, said the gentleman fro: 
Illinois [Mr. Logan] on yesterday— 

“If the State of Virginia after being admitied 
* * # * — “should by a constitutional co: 
vention change its constitution in the particu 
referredto” * * * *  ‘whatwouldt 
penalty be in such case, and how would 
enforced ?”’ 

I might answer this question by asking a 
other: suppose Virginia should abolish | 


herself to the kingdom of Victoria, what wou! 
the penalty be, and how would it be enforce 
Need I ask my learned and able friend fro: 
[linois, [Mr. Locan?] [I will tell him. 
Congress or the President would send ¢! 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Locan,] at t) 
head of the Grand Army of the Republic, | 
tichmond, and his colleague [Mr. F anys 


| wort] to Canada, and a reconstructed Stat: 


would rise over the prostrate ruins of Virginia 
treason, and the American Republic woul 
soon survey her boundaries around the north 
pole. And then, as the Green Isle of Erin 
would rise up to be free, we would demand an 
adjustment of our Alabama claims with a celer 
ity unequaled by the urgency of England {0 
the release of Mason and Slidell. 

But then, again, suppose Virginia should 


| change her constitution so as to disfranclis° 


half her adult male citizens, guilty of no crime 
but loyalty to the Government, what would | 
the penalty and how would it be enforced? 

With Grant at the White House, and the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Logan] at the 
head of the Grand Army of the Republic, we 
in Congress and by act of Congress wou:! 
reconstruct the Old Dominion and guaranty to 
her people a republican form of governmen'. 

And that answers the gentleman from 11: 
nois. 

Mr. LOGAN. I would like us to under 
stand each other thoroughly. I like this re 
constructing; I have no objection to that; | 
am as much in favor of it, perhaps, as the 
But he has not yet a0 


| swered my question. He says,if Virginia should 
secede what would we do? That is a simple 
proposition enough. 
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But my proposition 1s 
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this: if Virginia should change her State con- 
titution in @ manner not conflicting with the 
Constitution of the United States, although in 
onflict with the fundamental provisions of this 
hill, 1 ask what would be the penalty? What 
would Virginia thereby forfeit? The gentle- 
says she would forfeit her rights as a 
State, and that the power of the Army and the 
Navy would have to be exercised to punish 
Virginia for that which was not at all in viola- 
tion of the Constitution of the United States. 
Now, I ask the gentleman to tell me if Vir- 


nan 


sinia should now be admitted to an equality | 


with all the other States and then should change 
her constitution so as to conflict with this bill 
of admission, but not with the Constitution of 
the United States, then, as a penalty, shall her 
Congressmen and Senators be compelled to 
retire 
feited for no violation of the Constitution of 
he United States in any particular whatever? 


? Are her rights asa State to be for- | 


\re her rights as a State more limited now | 


inder this bill of readmission than they would 
have been had she remained in the Union all 
the time? 

Mr. PAINE. 
Mr. Lawrence] yield to me for a moment? 
Mr. LAWRENCE. For what purpose? 

Mr. PAINE, I desire to say a few words 
in regard to what the gentleman from Illinois 
| Mr. Loan] has just said. 
~ Mr. LAWRENCE. 1 propose to answer the 
centleman myself. [Laughter.] After I have 
done so, should the gentleman think it neees- 
sary, he ean answer him also. 
Virginia should change her constitution so as 
to disfranchise a majority of the men now en- 
titled to vote in that State she would cease to 
have a republican form of government, and 
under the powers which Congress has to guar- 
anty to every State a republican form of gov- 
ernment we could reconstruct her by the grace 
of God and the power of the Constitution. 

Mr. LOGAN. Right there one word. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Let me answer one 
question first. 

Mr. LOGAN. I want to say right here that 
| agree with the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
LAWRENCE] that if Virginia should distran- 


chise two thirds of the citizens now entitled to | 
vote she would not, in my judgment, have a || 


republican form of government, and under the 


Wiilthe gentleman from Ohio | 


If the State of | 


clause of the Constitution authorizing Congress | 


to guaranty a republican form of government 
io each State some action might be had. But 
now the question will have to be answered on 
the other side. Undera certain set of circum- 


stances a Republican Congress would consider || 


that Virginia had not a republican form of gov- 


ernment, and hence they would proceed to || 


guaranty it under the Constitution. But sup- 
pose you aid not have this Republican Con- 
gress; suppose you had a Democratic Con- 
yress. 
the same circumstances consider that Virginia 
had a republican form of government, even 
though these fundamental provisions had been 
violated. ‘Then how would you proceed to 
enforce them? You must consider this ques- 
tion as though there was a Democratic Congress 
instead of a Republican Congress. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. If it could be possible 
that the people of this country should so far 
wander into by and forbidden paths as to 
abandon the great doctrines of the Republican 
party and hand this Government over to the 
power of the Democracy, I do not know that 
anything would be left for us except to say— 
‘* May God have mercy on their souls.’’ 

But the gentleman concedes that in the 
case I cited, we ought to reconstruct the 
State of Virginia. Then I say wa ought to 
reconstruct the State of Virginia if she should 
violate the fundamental conditions which we 
ingraft in this bill. This bill will be just as 
much a part of the supreme law of the State 
of Virginia as is the constitution of the State 
of Virginia, and if she shall violate these fand- 
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A Democratic Congress might under | 





amental conditions, we can for that recon- 
struct her, because she has violated the law 
which governs her, a law which to her is as 

| high as the Constitution of the United States. 
That, I think, answers the gentleman. 

Mr. LOGAN. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman another question right here. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Very well. 

Mr. LOGAN. I would ask whether that 
prayer for the Lord to have mercy on our souls 
should become a part of this bill? If so, I will 
have no objection to it. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. 


Well, it ought to be. 
I would vote for it. 


[ Laughter. ] 


Mr. Speaker, if Virginia should subvert the | 


| will reconstruct her ; ‘‘in the name of God and 
| the Continental Congress ’’ she would be speed- 
ily reconstructed. 

But there are other remedies. The ‘ funda- 
| mental condition’’ I am now considering is 
designed to secure forever the equal right of 
all citizens having the proper qualifications to 
vote and hold office henna the reach of denial 
by the State, and only liable to be changed by 
Congress or an amendment of the national 
| Constitution. 

part of the fundamental law of Virginia, as 
high and as sacred as her constitution. 
is SO, because it is a law unto Virginia enacted 
in pursuance of the power to guaranty a repub- 
lican form of government. So ample is this 
power that Congress might frame a constitu- 
tion and say to Virginia, ‘‘ That is your con- 
stitution ; you shall be and are restored under 
that.’’ Congress, under the same power, can 
make perpetual all provisions necessary to se- 
cure republican government. Chief Justice 
Chase said in one of the cases cited that all 
the citizens, including the freedmen, are now 
entitled to this guarantee. A State which was 
republican when slavery existed does not con- 
tinue to be republican if it continues the exclu- 
sion from political rights of a majority of her 
adult citizens. Nothingshort of this will pro- 
teet the people of this country. 

If the State should undertake to deny to citi- 
zens the right to vote secured by this funda- 
mental coadilion, every citizen so denied would 
have his civil action for redress in court against 
every officer denying the right. 
| be a penalty and a mode of enforcing it. 
Every citizen denied the right to hold office 


nevertheless be a candidate, and, having se- 


|| cured a majority of the rightful votes, can test 


| his right to office on guowarranto. That would 
| be a penalty and a mode of enforcing it. 

| The ‘fundamental condition’’ fixes the 
| rights of citizens, and the courts will farnish 
| redress for their violation. If further legislation 


had. The national courts are or may be clothed 


mental law. ; 
Ido not say that this bill farnishes all the 


| amental conditions’’ as fullyas it should, If 
my voice could control it I would ingraft on 
this bill a provision declaring that if any offi- 
eer of the State of Virginia should enforce any 
law of that State to deprive any citizen of the 
right to vote or hold office, in violation of 
this ‘‘ fundamental condition,’’ he should be 
deemed guilty of a crime and be punished 
therefor by indictment in the national courts, 
just as the “civil rights act’’ makes a some- 
what similar provision. In other words, I 
would enforce this ‘‘ fundamental provision ’’ 
by penalenactments. In behalfof human rights 


cure political equality and justice among men. 
And certainly, if necessary, Congress can here- 
| after enact such provisions. That would bea 
| penalty and a mode ofenforcing it. But with- 
out that, if Virginia should change her consti- 
| tution soasto deny to citizens the rights secured 
by this ‘‘ fundamental condition,’’ her consti- 
tution in that respect would itself be unconsti- 





That would | 


| in violation of this fundamental condition may | 


in aid of the remedy shall be necessary it can be | 


penalties, or the means of enforcingits ‘ fund- | 


I would leave undone nothing that could se- | 


fundamental conditions of this bill Congress | 
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| tutional or at least void, and the national courts 
| would so declare it. 


The constitution of a State may itself be un- 


| constitutional or void, because in contravention 


of a provision of the national Constitation or 
of an authorized act of Congress obligatory on 
the State. 

In the Ohio bank tax cases a provision of 
the constitution of my own native State was de 


| clared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court 


| of the United States. 


| that ancient Commonwealth. 


This condition will become a | 


This | 


| 


with the requisite power to enforce this funda- | 





Here, then, is another 
penalty Virginia would incur by violating this 
‘* fundamental condition,’’ and a means of en 
foreing it. 

Mr. Speaker, I will not longer trespass on 
the patience of the House. I give my sanction 
to this measure only because it is the best which 
seems attainable now. It seems to me we 
should provide more effectually for the enforce- 


| ment of the national Constitution and that of 


Virginia. Greater protection and larger ben- 
efits should be secured to the loyal people of 
A few, a very 
few, of the great conspirators who sought to 
take the nation’s life should be punished or 
disfranchised forever; but as the best that can 
perhaps be done, I will give my vote for this 
bill under the inspiration of the poetic senti- 
ment: 
“Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
’Tis all that I can do.” 
Mr. WOOD obtained the floor. 
Mr. LOGAN. Willthe gentleman from New 


| York yield to me a few moments of his time ? 


Mr. WOOD. I will with pleasure yield to 


| the gentleman for five minutes. 


Mr. LOGAN. Mr. Speaker, I do not know 
why it is that my friend from Ohio [Mr. Law- 
RENCE] has attempted to force me into an 
antagonistic position to the bill before the 


| House. 


Mr. LAWRENCE. Oh, no; I did notintend 
to do that. 

Mr. LOGAN. Inasmuch as the gentleman 
has discussed very learnedly this question, and 


| has replied to what I said yesterday in the form 
| of an interrogatory to my colleague, { Mr. 


| 
} 





l’aRNswortH,| I wish to state in brief my 
views in reference to this proposition. Doubt- 
less the Congress of the United States has, 
under the Constitution, a right to guaranty a 
republican form of government to the people 
of any State in this Union. But, sir, a ques- 
tion which may arise is, What is a republican 
form of government? According to the doc- 
trine of the gentleman from Ohio, if any por- 
tion of the people of Virginia be disfranchised 
that State ceases to have a republican form of 
government, and it is the duty of Congress to 
enforce the guarantee referred to. Now, I do 


| not agree with the gentleman entirely on that 


point. If the State of Virginia should, after 
being admitted to representation here, change 
her constitution in a manner [not conflicting 
with the Constitution of the United States, 
Congress, as I hold, would have no right to 
take upon itself to say that that State had not 


| a republican form of government, so long as 
| its government was in consonance with the 


Constitution of the United States. If Con- 
gress should adjudge that the State of Ohio 
has nota republican form of government be- 
cause certain citizens cannot cast their ballots 
at elections, and should undertake to enforee 
with reference to that State the guarantee of a 


| republican form of government, perhaps the 


gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence} would 
stand on this floor and say, as a Representa 
tive of that State, that Ohio had a republican 
constitution. I know that the belief of mem 
bers of the Republican party is that every man. 
black and white, ought to be allowed to vote. 
That is my own doctrine; and | admit that 
that doctrine realizes the true idea of a repub 
lican form of government. és 
But, sir, other gentlemen may hold different 
views on that point; and if there should ever 
be in this House a majority holding the beliet 
that a republican form of government does not 








434 


necessarily require that every man not guilty 
of crime shall be admitted to the ballot, how, 
then, would the doctrine advocated by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio be enforced ? Suppose that 
Virginia should after being admitted to rep- 
resentation adopt some act not in violation of 
the Constitution of the United States, but in 
derogation of some act of Congress, would the 
gentleman from Ohio demand that the mem- 
bers who had been admitted as Representatives 
from that State should be unseated because the 
State had violated some notion of his? If that 
question was presented to a Democratie Con- 
gress the answer would be, ‘‘ No; we will do 
uo such thing; forthe government of the State 
is republican in form.’’ I ask, then, where is 
the remedy? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
yield to me for a moment? 
Mr. LOGAN. 1 will. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I wish to put an 
inquiry to my colleague. If a State should 
change its constitution in a manner conflicting 
with any constitutional law of Congress, where 
is your remedy? It is in the courts, is it 
not? 

Mr. LOGAN. That, according to my un- 
derstanding, is the only place where a remedy 
can be had. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Precisely; the courts 
would declare that part of the State constitu- 
tion invalid. 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then does not the 
whole question after all resolve itself into this: 
whether Congress has the right to pass the law? 

Mr. LOGAN. ‘That is the question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. And if Congress 
has the right to impose conditions, those con- 
ditions are to be enforced through the courts, 
are they not? 

Mr. LOGAN. That is the only way in 
which laws can be enforced, as I understand 
it, unless you enforce them by the bayonet. 
‘That was the point I was trying to get at all 
the time when I asked the gentleman what 
was the penalty. It was not because I was 
opposed to the principle and the power of the 
bill. I asked him to tell me what was the 
penalty imposed in this bill, and he has not 
yet answered the question. He does not say 
that Virginia should not have Senators and 
members upon these floors; he does not say 


Vill my colleague 


that she should not any longer be a State in | 


this Union. He says nothing of the kind ; but 
he tells us there is power given to Congress to 
enforce this law. ‘There is power now in the 
Congress of the United States to enforce the 
Constitution and the laws. You have the legal 
and the physical power, and you may enforce 
them by the exercise of the physical power 
of the Government. But, Mr. Speaker, the 
question still is what is the penalty attached 
to this bill? Whatis it you propose to enforce ? 
You do not impose any penalty. You merely 
enforce mere dicta, and this bill, if passed into 
law, will carry with it no penalty at all. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time has 
expired. 
r. LOGAN. I ask the gentleman from 
New York to yield to me for a few minutes 


nar. 

r. WOOD. I wish to extend every courtesy 
to the gentleman from Illinois, and if he will 
— how much time he wants I will answer 
him. 


Mr. LOGAN. Two minutes longer is all that 
I ask for. 


Mr. WOOD. I will yield to the gentleman, 
then, for two minutes. 

Mr. LOGAN. Now, sir, let us see how 
this matter stands. The gentleman says that 
if you desire to enforce the law you may do 
so. There are different modes of enforcing 
the law. If a State should secede from the 
Union you may then enforce the law. How? 
By war upon its citizens to compel them to 
obedience. When a State secedes, you enforce 
the law by force of arms. What do you 








| 
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\| enforce ? 
| views in reference to the law, and that is all. | 


_ that this Congress will not always be composed | 
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You enforce compliance with your 


I would make it imperative that certain con- 


| ditions should be enforced in the case of fail- | 
‘| ure on the part of Virginia. 


The point I wish to make is this. I say 
of a majority of the Republican party. No 
party organization can always hold control of 
this country. Parties will always be doing 
something which will lead the people to change 
one for the other. Iam awarethat the Repub- 
lican party has held power for a long while, 
and Flees that it will continue in power for 
many years to come. So long as the Repub- 
lican party has a majority, it will enforce its 
own opinions, and impose whatever proper 
penalties may be desired; but when power 
shall pass into the hands of the other party, 
the guarantee of the Constitution that each 


State shall have a republican form of — | 
f || 


ment will amount practically to nothing. 
Virginia is admitted to-morrow, you say that 
she shall not pass a law disfranchising certain 
people. Suppose we do not pass the fifteenth 
amendment, and that at the next election the 
people should return a majority of Democrats, 


and that Virginia should change her consti- | 


tution, let me ask how Congress will then 
enforce this particular portion of the Consti- 
tution upon Virginia? A member from Vir- 
ginia will rise and say, ‘‘ Mr. Lawrence, 
Ohio must allow all her people to vote before 
Virginia can be carried out of the Union.”’ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time 
has expired. 

FRANK ABRAMS, OF ROCKAWAY. 


Mr. REEVES. I ask unanimous consent 
to introduce the following preamble and reso- 


| lution: 


Whereas on the night of Sunday, January 2, tho 
American schooner Statesman was wrecked on Rock- 
away beach, Long Island, and in an heroic and suc- 
cesstul attempt to rescue the crew of said vessel 
Frank Abrams, of Rockaway, one of the crew of the 
life-boat from the Government life-saving station 
on that beach, while in the actual effort to snatch 
from death a sinking fellow-man, fell overboard and 


was himself drowned, leaving a wife and one child || 


in straitened circumstances; and whereas similar 
instances of gallant self-sacrifice in the cause of 
humanity have heretofore occurred on the coasts of 
Long Island and New Jersey, where these life-sav- 
ing stations are located; Therefore, 

Be itresolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be, and they are hereby, instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of reporting a billgranting asuit- 


able pension to the widow of the said Frank Abrams || 


during the continuance of her widowhood; and also 
further to consider the propriety and onrenity of 
a general bill granting pensions to all such members 
of the crews of life-savin 
as shall hereafter lose their own lives in similar 
efforts to save the lives of others. 


There was no objection; and the preanible 


and resolution were referred tothe Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 
NAMES OF NAVAL-BUILT VESSELS. 

Mr. SCHUMAKER, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to inform this House whether the names of 
any naval-built vessels have been changed; if so, 
their names, the names which have been substituted, 


and by what authority of law the change has been 
made. 


CHANNEL-WAY OUTSIDE SANDY HOOK. 
Mr. CALKIN, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Whereas the steamer Scotia, on the 29th of Novem- 
ber, 1869, ran into and sunk the pilot-boat A. T. 
Stewart in the main channel-way outside of Sandy 
Hook, being the main channel-way entrance to the 
port of New York : : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House whether the wreck of the 
pilot-boat A. T. Stewart is an obstruction in said 
channel-way, and if so, the cost for removing the 
same. 


ADMISSION OF VIRGINIA—AGAIN. 
The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the admission of Virginia to represent- 


ation in Congress. 
Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, so far as the 


stations onthesaid coasts | 


January 13. 


general propositions and principles containe, 
in the measure before the House now undo, 
consideration are concerned, I apprehend th,. 
it will be very difficult to say anything ions 
The general principles involved in the reco». 
_ struction measures of Congress, and indeed q)) 
of the questions of a general character thy,; 
_ would naturally arise in a discussion upon thi, 
|, bill, [think have been already completely ex. 
|| hausted. I have not, therefore, taken {), 
floor with the view of entering upon any gy¢) 
discussion. Indeed, I should nothave attempt, 
to speak at all upon this question but for th, 
fact that I am a member of the commit, 
| which has reported this bill, and that I desi: 
| to say something about the bill itself. Ther,. 
| fore the remarks that [ intend to deliver to ti. 
|| House at this time will be confined entirely ; 
|| the bill reported by the gentleman from Illino\; 
| [Mr. Farnswortn] from the Committee ¢, 


Reconstruction. 

The billis entitled ‘* An act to admit the Sta 
'| of Virginia to representation in the Congres, 
|| of the United States,’’ with certain conditions. 
| The conditions are that certain oaths sha! 
'| be taken by all officers, civil or military, of t} 
|| State, and that the constitution which the pe 
|| ple of that State have adopted in pursuance: 
|| the reconstruction actsof Congress shall ney; 
be altered, amended, or repealed, except jy 
| certain respects where it imposes upon t) 
| constitution additional provisions of a yer 
grave and serious character. And there is th, 
| additional condition that the United State 
Senators who have been already elected by 
this Legislature shall be considered as _ havin: 
been elected legally, that that election | 
| valid, and that in consequence the Senate | 
| the United States must accept as Senators th 
| persons so elected. That, sir, is the bill whi 
the committee have reported. 

Now, sir, I propose to submit my objection 
to this measure which I cannot vote for or su 
1 tain, inthe form of certain propositions. | sha 





/not attempt to elaborate those proposition 
| I shall not attempt to deprive other gentlem 
/upon this side of the House who very rare’ 
| have an opportunity of discussing fully a grew 
| question like this, of their share of the limit 
time to be allowed for this debate. I sha 

confine myself, therefore, simply to presenti 
| to the consideration of the House certain pro; 
| ositions, all bearing upon the bill itself, anda 
|| going to show that it should not in its prese: 
| form be adopted by Congress. 

My first proposition is, sir, that this | 

| should not become a law because no act 
|| Congress is necessary to admit Virginia to rep: 
| resentation in Congress ; the Constitution pro 
'| vides for this, and Congress has no power over 
the question. Sir, Virginia is one of the or 
| ginal States. She came not in by treaty, nor ly 
| purchase, nor by annexation, nor by act | 
Congress, as the new States have come 11 
| She was here originally, one of the high cow 
tracting parties that made your Governmen' 
| She was an integral portion, part and parce 
of the Government itself in its original cow 
| struction and organization. She is, sir, ‘*t' 
Old Dominion.’’ It was on her territory ths! 
| the flag of rebellion was first raised. ‘Twenty 
five years before the Declaration of Indepené 
ence by the colonies Virginia raised the fle 
of revolt, and publicly declared her right ' 
independence. Virginia by her genius, p* 
triotism, and military and civil power did mor 
than any other State to gain your independence. 
| Her statesmen framed your form of govern: 
_ment. Her chieftain led your revolutionary 





army and presided over the Convention that 
| adopted your Constitution. She was in, under 
| the original Articles of Confederation, antero 
| to the Constitution, and it was Madison an 
|| his compeers in the Convention that frame’ 
| this instrument under which we now exist 45 ® 
| national compact. 

| Sir, I deny the right of two thirds of the ex 
| isting States of this Union to-day, which ar 
| the creation of Congress, coming in by acts 0! 


| 
| 
| 
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Congress from their original 


ion—l deny the right of those twenty or 
twenty-five States which were not parties to 
the original compact to sit in judgment upon 
ner condition under the circumstances at this 
time. Sir, if these positions are not enough | 
-ofer to the Constitution itself as my authority 
for saying that Virginia needs no act of Con- 
ress to entitle her to representation. Article 
frst of the Constitution, section two, declares 
that each State shall have at least one Repre- 


entative in Congress, and that until an enum- 


territorial condi- | 


eration or census shall have been taken certain | 
States named in the document itself shall have | 
representation in Congress, and Virginia, it is | 


i 7° : | 
declared in that section, shall have represent- || 
Sir, if you regard this instrument, | 
which you propose to amend, you cannot now || 


ation. 


in consequence of any act of her’s deny her or 
any other of the original thirteen States their 
right to representation in the Congress of the 
United States. That is my first proposition. 

My second proposition is that inasmuch as 
Virginia nor any other State can put herself 
out of the Union, either by a successful rebel- 
lion or by an attempted rebellion, the pretense 
that she shall now be admitted is absurd. She 
has never been out, could not get out, and 
would not have been out of the Union consti- 
tutionally had her resistance for the time being 
been successful. That proposition, Mr. Speaker, 
ig predicated upon the theory upon which we 
carried onthe late war. The grand issue which 
had been forming in this country from the 
adoption of the Constitution, as to the sovereign 
rights of States and the central power of this 
Government, was fought upon the battle-field, 
as gentlemen upon the other side frequently 
informed us. ‘The issue was made up, certain 
southern States claimed the right and asserted 
that they had the power to withdraw from the 
Union. We of the North declared that there 
was no such right, that they could not with- 
draw, and that they should notwithdraw. That 
war the issue that was joined between the North 
and the South in the late contest. Upon that 
ery we rallied the soldiers of the North for the 
Union. Upon that principle both Houses of 
Congress passed unanimously, with one or two 
exceptions, the celebrated Crittenden resolu- 
tion at the very commencement of the war, to 
the effect that the war was prosecuted upon our 
side to keep these States within the Union. 
The South took up arms to go out of the Union. 
They were vanquished upon the issue. We 
then determined that they could not get out, 
and therefore, being in the Union, they are 
then entitled to the same rights as any other 
States in the Union. 

Sir, had we been told during that war that 
these States, notwithstanding the continuance 
of this bloody controversy, had succeeded in 
placing themselves out of the Union, do you 
think the people of the North and of the West 
would have given their treasure and their best 
blood in a fruitless effort to prevent what had 
already been successful by the result, as now 
declared by the theory and in the practice of 
Congress, that those States were already out of 
the Union? The South supposed when the war 
ended that they were in the Union, but it now 
turns out that they suddenly find themselves 
out. They were out and did not know it. 

My third proposition against the bill is that 
admitting that neither of the above propositions 
are well founded, and that notwithstanding her 
status as a State at the formation of the Union 
and at the adoption of the Constitution she 
had committed a grievous offense by her par- 





a 


ticipation in the rebellion, yet, nevertheless, | 


she has ever since been recognized as a State 


in full communion with the ‘loyal States’’ by | 


several executive and congressional acts since 
the late war, and having been thus recognized, 
she is therefore still in the Union, and must be 
accepted as one of the States accordingly. 

Sir, I will not now repeat the arguments so 
ably advanced yesterday by the distinguished 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Morcax.] He 


| the other horn of that dilemma. 


repeated there seriatim the different official acts 
of our Government, executive and legislative, 
that during the entire period of the war recog- 
nized Virginia as a State then and there inthe 
Union. The Government made a levy upon 
the State of Virginia for troops—not West 
Virginia, but old Virginia—for the loyal Army. 
It levied taxes upon the State of Virginia for 
the loyal Treasury. The State of Virginia was 
divided by act of Congress; athing which under 
the Constitution of the United States could not 
be done except by the consent of the State 
losing part of its territory. But the State of 
Virginia did then and there consent to the erec- 
tion of the State of West Virginia out of a por- 
tion of its territory, and we either have to turn 
West Virginia out of the Union in order to 
sustain our present position or we must con- 
cede that Virginia as a State with full power 
during the rebellion did consent to a division 
of her territory. Gentlemen must take one or 
You cannot 
hold that Virginia is ‘a State for one purpose 
and deny her power as a State for another pur- 
pose ; therefore, as the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Morcan] has very eloquently and prop- 
erly expressed it, your position has become so 
illogical, absurd, and contradictory that as you 
progress in your onward course to sustain your 
original error you become more confused and 
involved in a labyrinth so difficult to extricate 
yourselves from that you simply make con- 
gressional action rather an absurd farce thana 
solemn official proceeding. 

But suppose that all these propositions have 
no value; suppose that the different propo- 
sitions | have presented are without force; | 
have others. ‘hese conclusive facts may not 
be admitted now by Congress. Conceding that 
Congress possesses the power to establish rules 
for her readmission, these have already been 
adopted and provided for in the act approved 
March 10, 1869, in which her admission was 
pledged on certain conditions which have been 
faithfully complied with on her part. Congress 
has thus concluded itself, and cannot exact 
anything more. It is estopped from asking of 
that people any further humiliation, and can- 
not now impose upon them the provisions of 
this bill without being guilty of a shameful 
breach of good faith and a most dishonorable 
violation of plighted honor. 

Sir, I am not alone in the declaration that 
Virginia has carried out all that you have thus 
far required of her. The President of the 
United States in his annual message has told 
us so; General Canby, the military command- 
ing general in charge of Virginia, has told us 
so; and the most eloquent and able and the 
leading members of the dominant party in 
both Houses of Congress have told us so. There- 
fore, when I say merely what has been so much 
better said by distinguished men belonging to 
the party now in power, I but repeat what is well 
known, that you have exhausted all your power, 
eonceding that you ever had the right, and Vir- 
ginia has been reconstructed. You proposed 
the conditions of that reconstruction ; you pre- 
scribed them by three or four descriptive acts 
of Congress, and you finally concluded the se- 
ries of acts in March last, when you authorized 
the President of the United States to order cer- 
tain elections to be held under his immediate 
eye and pursuant to the directions of his subor- 
dinate military officers. And in his annual mes- 
sage to Congress he has reported to you the 
results of those elections. He tells you that 
the requirements of Congress have been faith- 
fully carried out and completely executed ; 
and you have nothing to do now except to 
admit Virginia according to your plighted 
faith. 

Therefore, I repeat that the conditions sought 
to be imposed upon the people of Virginia in 
addition to those heretofore required of them 
are in bad faith. It was said by a distinguished 
Indian prince, when a part of his territory was 
taken from him under an implied obligation 
and pledge which he had given, and his minis- 
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ter said to him, ** Do not consent to this’’—his 
answer was, *‘ A prince had better lose all his 
kingdom than to break his plighted word.’ 
Therefore, Mr. Speaker, as an additional rea- 
son why [ shall oppose this bill, I do not want 
as a member of the House of Kepresentatives 
to participate, although in opposition to this 
bill, in that censure which must certainly fal! 
upon Congress, and to a greater or less extent 
upon almost every member of each House, 
should this bill become a law. 

But, sir, I have other objections to this bill. 
In attempting to provide certain fundamental 
conditions upon which the State shall be ad- 
mitted to representation in Congress, it is in 
direct violation of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, which has decided 
that Congress cannot impose conditions upon 
the admission of a State which the State is 
obliged to respect afterward. We have here 
presented to us a measure requiring from a 
State assent to certain fundamental conditions 
before it shall be admitted, notwithstanding 
the decision of the Supreme Court given in 
more than one instance; and 1 particularly 
remember the decision in the case of Alabama, 
that the fundamental conditions incorporated 
in the act of Congress which gave the State of 
Alabama the right to change her territorial 
condition to that of a State were void upon 
the general principle that Congress had no 
right to require them. 

Now, sir, granting that we have the right to 
admit Virginia as we would admit a territory 
that had never been a member of the Union; 
cranting that Virginia holds the position which 
my friend from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] has 
maintained that she holds; granting that she 
is in absolute territorial subjection, I hold that 
Congress has no right to prescribe conditions 
upon which she shall come in. I submit that 
the highest judicial tribunal of this land, that 
great umpire which must sit in judgment upon 
the constitutionality of all our acts; that tri 
bunal which by the Constitution is empowered 
to determine the validity of every act of Con- 
gress, whether it relate to political or any other 
class of questions, has already determined this 
very question; and I have no doubt that the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Binenam,] the 
chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary 
and a member of the dominant party in this 
House, will, when he shall speak in support 
of the amendment he has offered to this bill, 
express the opinion that the fundamental con- 
ditions sought to be imposed upon Virginia by 
this bill are null and void, in accordance with 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States. That, sir, is my fifth objection. 

But, sir, supposing that Congress has au- 
thority to impose fundamental conditions upon 
which the State shall be admitted, where is our 
power to enforce these conditions if she should 
subsequently disregard them? How can you 
get Virginia out a second time if she should 
fail to fulfill the stipulations upon which you 
propose now to admit her? 

The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Locay] 
has very pertinently and very ably presented 
one phase of this objection ; and notwithstand- 
ing my respect for the ability of my friend from 
Ohio, [Mr. Lawrence,] I will say that with 
all his legal acumen he has entirely failed to 
give a satisfactory answer on that point. The 
idea of calling forth the Grand Army of the 
Republic to plunge this country a second time 
into a bloody war to sustain an unconstitutional! 
act of Congress is beneath him and the posi 
tion he occupies in this House. Sir, we have 
had our last war among ourselves on this con 
tinent for a century. There is no power 
certainly no merely partisan power seeking the 
accomplishment of a partisan par 
would be sufficient to arouse this peoplea second 
time into a bloody fratricidal controversy. The 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Locan, ] though 
the head of the Grand Army of the Republie— 
ay, though he were the President of the United 
States, wielding all the military and naval! 
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power of this nation, could not maintain him- 
self before the American people for half an 
hour in any such audacious and revolutionary 
enterprise. 

Sir, this fact is evident. You may vote that 
Virginia shall now be permitted to come in if 
she will do certain things, but you cannot im- 
pose upon that people as a fundamental ele- 
ment of their political existence a condition 
which shall bind them for all time to come—a 
condition which they will not be at liberty in 
the future to disregard ; and you cannot help 
yourselves if they should disregard it. Where 
is your remedy ? 


Mr. WELKER. 


Will the gentleman allow 


me a moment to answer his question, ‘* Where | 


is the remedy ?’’ 


Mr. WOOD. I will yield for a question, but | 


| cannot yield for any debate. 
Mr. WELKER. 1 simply proposed to show 


how in my view this measure can be enforced. | 


Mr. WOOD. The gentleman's colleague 
[Mr. Lawrence] has told us how it can be 
enforced ; that is, through the agency of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. 

Mr. WELKER. 
I propose to indicate. 

Mr. WOOD. Well, sir, I have already 
yielded a part of my time, and I must decline 
to yield further. 

Sir, legislation is a practical thing. It is 
the greatest mistake in the world to suppose 
that any beautiful theories, any declamation 
which a happy facility of phraseology may be 


That is not the mode which || 


able to devise, can mislead to any extent the | 


practical common sense of the American peo- 
ple. I would rather have the judgment of a 
common laboring man upon a question of legis- 
lation than that of some of the ablest intel- 
lects of the legal fraternity in this House. 
I say, sir, = 

you can have no power under any possible as- 
pect of the question to do with her as you did 
with Georgia, and that is to remand her back 
to a territorial condition. The thing is simply 
absurd, impossible, ridiculous, and | was going 
to use another expression for which possibly 
| should be charged with having made an in- 
decorous assertion. 


| property. 
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resort to the most violent measures when de- 
manded by their party interests. This bill 
settles nothing. You admit Virginia under 
this act—to what? 
gress. 
Democratic ticket, and that in the judgment 
of this House may be deemed as evinecing a 
rebellious spirit. 
ginia has violated her plighted faith, and that 
she must be reconstructed over again. Some 


gentleman will then rise and introduce a bill | 


providing forthe reconstruction of Virginia, set- 


| ting aside her election and remanding her back 
| to a condition of absolute dependence upon 


the executive or military power of this Govern- 


/ment until she shall consent to support all 


the men and measures of the Republican party. 
There is no security that this is a finality; 


that this disposes of this question so far as 


Virginia is concerned. We may have it pre- 
sented in every session of Congress for different 
purposes. 

Now, sir, have we not had enough of this? 
Are not the people of the country sick and dis- 
gusted with the conduct of those who desire to 
hold these unfortunate southern States in the 
condition ofabjectservitude? They haveceased 
their resistance to the General Government ; 
they have laid down their arms; they have 
been vanquished and they have asked for peace ; 
they have asked for the right of life, liberty, and 
‘They are not to be kept in this eon- 
dition of abject servitude because they still 
resist the Government, for, as I have said, they 
yield the fullest obedience to the Government. 
No, sir; it is not because of that, but because 
they refuse the control of Republican partisans, 
and because of their desire to exercise the right 


' of opinion, the right of free judgment, the right 


mit Virginia under this bill, and | 


1} 
| State where the southern people have been 





I would say more, Mr. Speaker, but there | 


are some propositions so obvious that it is 
almost impossible to argue them. 


' 
j 


There are | 


some propositions so absurd as to be beneath | 
argument. apeeaendenp hereandattempts | 


to prove that this is not a ceiling over our heads 
I do nol suppose any one will attempt to con- 
trovert the assertion and show its utter absurd- 
ity. Therefore, to the proposition that a State 
shall obey for all future time certain edicts 
now promulgated by the two Houses of Con- 
gress, and Congress shall have the power for all 
future time to enforce obedience, I shall not 
devote any further time in the way of discus- 
sion. Itis altogether too preposterous a propo- 
sition. 

Another objection I have to this bill, and in 
my judgment it is one of the most serious 
which can be presented, is that after all it 
does not settle anything. It is an act, accord- 
ing to its title and according to its substance, 
to do what? To admit the State of Virginia 
to representation in Congress. It does not 
provide that she shall be admitted asa State 
into the Union with the full rights of the other 
States now in the Union. There isin thisa 
disguised object; and it is not going too far to 
conclude in view of the recent conduct of Con- 
gress for tho State of Georgia, which was ad- 
mitted to representation in Congress and then 
turned out again, that the object is to provide 
an excuse, Or # convenient expedient, so that 
Virginia may be considered as a State in the 
Union or not as a State in the Union as it may 
best suit the interest and necessity of the dom- 
inant party; thus putting her in a position of 
dependence upon the will and at the mercy of 
those who are, unfortunately for the country, 
now in possession of the reins of government, 
aud who have shown a constant willingness to 


segs sre ese wees 





of property, the right to order, the right to pro- 
tection of life and property. Why, sir, they 
do not object to your universal suffrage. There 
is nO instance on record in any single southern 


uncontaminated by New England aliens where 


| they have resisted your efforts to secure the 


adoption of universal negro suffrage. The 


| troubles down there have been gotten up for a 
© 


political purpose and with a political design, 
and if you trace them to their origin you will 
find at the bottom of all of them some officer 
of the Freedmen’s Bureau, or some other New 
Iingland carpet-bagger, who has gone there to 
better his fortune, leaving his own State for 
the good of its people. So far, therefore, as 
the southern people are concerned they have 
not resisted at all. 

Now, sir, to the question. You punished 
them in fact. They have done wrong, and you 
punished them for it. I deny the right to 
punish them. But you have done it. Let us 
have a disposition of this question once for all, 
and letit be final. Apply your severe meas- 
ures. Let these people know the worst, Ex- 
haust the ingenuity which has been applying 
this cruel and inhuman treatment to them that 
the thing may be ended, that the people may 
return to their industries, may help us to liqui- 
date the public debt, may join the agricultural 
population of the West and the population of 
all the other parts of the country in contribut- 
ing to this onerous burden of taxation which 
lies now so heavily on the labors and the in- 
dustry of our people. 

I say let them come in. As a matter of 
policy they ought to be admitted. The dictates 
of humanity demand it. The feeling of common 
self-respect, which makes the conqueror dis- 
play at least a spirit of humanity toward a fallen 
enemy, requires that we shall once for all de- 
termine and decide now and forever this ques- 
tion of southern reconstruction ; that new laws 
of reconstruction shall not be enacted and 
reénacted by every Congress and at every ses- 
sion of Congress to satisfy the necessities of 
the hour of the dominant party. Therefore my 
great objection to this bill is that it does not 
propose to settle the standing of Virginia. It 
confines itself simply to its ission to repre- 


‘lo representation in Con- | 
At the next election she may elect a | 


It will be said here that Vir- 





i LL LL a 


4 anneapeuraaseened> a 





January 13, 


_ sentation in Congress. Did we not admit Geor- 


gia to representation on this floor? Did not 
the gentlemen who were members of the For- 
tieth Congress sit here along with Represent. 
atives from the State of Georgia? Georgia way 
admitted to representation in Congress, and 
what is her position to-day? Sir, what security 
have the people of Virginia, what security 
have the people of the United States, what 
security has the world that the passage of this 
bill determines the. standing of Virginia and 
that Virginia is to be permitted to come into 
the Union, to participate in this great work of 
promoting universal emancipation, universal 
progress, and the elevation of mankind, of 
developing our glorious resources, and making 
our country what God destined it to be, the 
most wealthy, the most noble, the most proud, 
and the most glorious land that the sun of the 
Almighty has ever shown upon? 

But, sir, I have still other objections to this 
bill. I object to it because it prescribes new 
oaths and qualifications not heretofore required 
of any of the so-called reconstructed States. 
It thus partakes of an unjust, vindictive, pro- 
scriptive, and unusual spirit not in keeping with 
the genius of our institutions nor of the enlight- 
ened spirit of the age, nor even of the recon 
struction acts. It is an advanced step in the 
unrelenting policy which has heretofore charac- 
terized Congress in its punishment and perse- 
cution of the southern people. It proposes 
that certain oaths which have not been imposed 
so far on any of the southern States as con- 
ditions to the holding of oflice shall be required 
of the people of Virginia, and I therefore object 
to it because it is improper, unequal, uuprece- 
dented, unjust, and inconsistent with the recon- 
struction acts of Congress. 

I have two other objections to state and then 
I shall yield the floor. I object to the. bill 
because it attempts in its last section to determ- 
ine in advance the qualifications for the election 
of Senators from the State of Virginia, thus 
again violating the Constitution, which provides, 
article one, section five, that— 

**Bach House of Congress shall be the judge of th: 
elections, returns, and qualifications of its own mem- 
bers.” 

Mr. Speaker, this is the first time in the his 
tory of this Government that one House of 
Congress has attempted to judge of the quali- 
fications of the other House. ‘The last section 
of this bill determines the validity of the elec- 
tion of two gentlemen who have been elected 
by the sitting Legislature of Virginia to seats 
in the other end of this Capitol. It presumes 
to deny the right of the Senate to sit in judg- 
ment upon those two gentlemen, in order to 
decide upon the validity of their election and 
their qualifications as Senators of the United 
States. What would we think, sir, if the Sen- 
ate should assume to determine in advance that 
question for this House? I doubt whether there 
is a gentleman here, whatever may be his opin- 
ion upon reconstruction, whe would consent 
toa proposition that would deny us the consti- 
tutional right to determine for ourselves all 
such questions as that. And I call—for this 
is not a political aspect of the question—! 
call the especial attention of the members 
of this House, and particularly of the lawyers 
of this House, to the last section of this bill, 
which determines in advance that two men who 
have been elected Senators shall be deemed to 
have been elected validly. It is a retroactive 
provision, retrospective in its operations, de- 
termining that so far as that portion of the acts 
of the Legislature lately in session is concerned 
it for that purpose wasa Legislature. Ah, yes, 
sir; and these gentlemen will claim also that it 
was a Legislature when it ratified the fifteenth 
amendment. Ah, yes; I have no doubt that 
when we come to foot up the list of States to 
see whether we have got the required constitu- 
tional number by which to amend the Consti- 
tution it will be discovered that the State of 
Virginia did vote on that question, through this 
defunct and disqualified Legislature, under the 
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provisions of this bill. When she does that 
which is in their interest it is all right ; then 
ho ig reconstructed; then she is a State. I 


t 


ake it that the very sophistical gentlemen who 
gue here to prove that a State can or cannot 
vo a State, as it suits them, will admit that it 
yet De a State that can amend the Constitu- | 
». The Constitution says ‘‘States;’’ it does 
+ say ‘*Territories.’” So many ‘ States’’ 
ist ratify a proposition to amend the Consti- 
‘ation submitted by a vote of two thirds of the 
-wo Houses of Congress to make that amend- | 
“ent binding upon all the States. 
Now, if Virginia was a State then, if she was 
. State when she elected United States Sen- 
ators, how can you reconstruct her now? What 
have you to do with her? She could not be a | 
State then and not bea Statenow. What has 
he done since to forfeit her rights? She has | 
narticipated in no rebellion, and she has not | 
taken up arms against the General Govern- 
nm { have not even heard that she has 
‘illed a black man. There has been no assault 
nd battery committed on any of our colored 
brethren. They have not been able to get up 
yen a decent row. ‘There has been nothing 
pon which to predicate an excuse, upoa which 
‘to hinge the color of an argument by which 
u can turn her out again. <A few months 
co she was a State; she adopted the fifteenth 
nendment ; she elected Senators of the Uni- 
1 States. This bill says that that was all | 
rht and that we shall not go back on that; 
ud now, forsooth, you propose solemnly, in 
eface of the American people, to violate 
he principles of justice and right and of 
lary common sense, and to say that she 
ye reconstructed and that you must re- 
imit her, 
f Here the hammer fell. | 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker—— 
Mr. WOOD. I should like to have about 
I yielded five minutes of 


ra 





ee minutes more. 
iy time to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
LOGAN. ] | 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I do not object if | 
o other gentleman does. 
No objection was made. 
Mr. WOOD. Finally, Mr. Speaker, my ob- 
ection to this bill is to its preamble. I object 
to the preamble, to the very first sentence of 
e preamble, inasmuch as it assumes that 
Virginia, the principal founder of American 
liberty, the birthplace of Washington, Jeffer- 
on, and Madison, the chief authors of the 
Declaration of Independence and the Consti- 
tution of the United States, has not heretofore 
had a republican form of government. An 
assumption so base and a statement so false 
hould not degrade the records of this Congress. 
Sir, if she has had no republican form of gov- 
ernment the American people have never had a || 
republican form of government; no State in 
this Union has had a republican form of gov- 
ernment; we do not know what a republic is ; 
because Virginia was the birthplace of the 
Nepublic of the United States. It was the 
genius of her statesmen, the heroism of her 
warriors, the declarations of her orators that 
made your republican form of government; and 
you have no form of government for the Ameri- 
can people to-day that was not given you by 
the sainted sages of Virginia who came into 
this Union by its birth and who framed the 
principles and theory upon which it was | 
founded. 1 
Mr. WHITTEMORE obtained the floor. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire before the 
gontleman from South Carolina proceeds to || 
have an understanding about the vote. Iam | 
requested by many members of the House to | 
ask for a vote on the bill as soon as possible | 
within a reasonable time, and I therefore desire | 
to give notice that to-morrow at three o’clock 
I will call the previous question. There is a || 
‘arge number of gentlemen who desire to speak, || 
and I submit to the House whether we might | 





| standing that no business s 


| business will be done to-night. 


| attended. 


not have an evening session for debate. I move 
that the House take a recess from half past 
four o’clock until half past seven, and that the 


evening session be for debate only. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. With the under- 
shall be done; that 
the session shall be only for debate upon this 
bill. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
pose. 

The SPEAKER. 
mous consent. 

Mr. WARD. I objeet to that arrangement. 

Mr. DAWES. I desire to inquire of the 
gentleman from Hlinois [Mr. Farnsworrn] if 
it is proposed to allow us a morning hour to- 
morrow? 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


hat is what | pro- 


rye ‘ 71] 
Lay Willi require % 


So far as I am con- 
cerned [ have no objection. I h 


lave given 
notice that I shall call the previous question 
on this bill to-morrow at three o’clock. If we 


ean have a session to-night for debate | pre- 
sume a morning hour could be had to-morrow; 


| but if no session is held to-night for debate, 
| then no morning hour can be had to-morrow, 


in view of the large number of members 
desire to be heard upon this bill. 

Mr. DAWES. Cannot a majority of 
House determine to take a recess till 
evening ? 


The SPEAKER. 


who 


this 
this 


Certainly; but it would 


| require unanimous consent to confine the ses- 


sion of to-night to debate only. 
Mr. DAWES. It is very evident that 


no 
That, 1 think, 


can be taken for granted. I hope the gentle 


man from Illinois will move that the House 
| take a recess. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. MI move that the 


House take a recess this afternoon from half 
past four to half past seven o'clock. 

Mr. WARD. I objected to the gentleman's 
proposition when he submitted it before be- 
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cause I think this question is of sufficient | 


importance to be discussed in a full House. 
If it is not to be diseussed and considered in a 


| full House I think it should not be considered 


at all. We all know what evening sessions are 
for debate only; they are always but slimly 
I am in favor of either taking the 
vote without further discussion or of having the 
discussion continued in a full House. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farnsworth, | that 
the House take a recess from half past four to 
half past seven o'clock, requires unanimous 


| consent, as it is an order concerning the future 


action of this House. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then I move that 
the House now take a recess until half past 
seven o’clock this evening. 
The SPEAKER. ‘That motion is in order. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


large number of persons who desire to speak 


| an opportunity to be heard upon this subject, 


speeches shall be limited to thirty minutes 


| each after the gentleman now entitled to the 


floor shall have concluded his remarks. 

Mr. DAWES. That cannot be done with- 
out unanimous consent. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
one will object to that. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I hopethere will be no 
such arrangement made. If this bill cannot 
endure a speech of an hour, then let it go. 

The question was upon the motion of Mr. 


I presume no 


|| Fanwsworrn, thatthe House now takea recess. 


Mr. DICKEY. 
adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to adjourn 
takes precedence of the motion for a recess. 

The question was taken; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 53, noes 56, 

Sothe motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 


I move that the House now 


Allow me to | 
| make a suggestion, that in order to give the 


The question recurred upon the motion for | 


& recess. 
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The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
(at four o'clock p. m.) the House took a recess 
till half past seven o’clock p. m. 





EVENING SESSION. 

ihe House reassembled at seven and a half 
o'clock p. m., (Mr. Weiker in the chair as 
Speaker pro tempore,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of House bill No. 783, to admit the 
State of Virginia to representation in the Con- 
gress of the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle 
man from South Carolina | Mr. Wnirrawore]} 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. Mr. Speaker, what 
{ shall have to say upon the bill presented by 
the committee of which Iam a member I trust 
will not be considered as prompted by an 
fYort to prevent the admission of a State which 
ias so long been knocking at the doors of the 
Capitol, whose eager anticipants of power have 
plied their persuasive arguments and organized 
endeavor to convince our ears and control our 
acts, but rather as the expression of what I 
believe is the duty of all who not only have the 
Constitution of the land to defend, but the 
people of the whole country to protect. 

I am aware that the subject of reconstruc- 
tion is becoming tiresome to those who have no 
part in it except to vote upon measures which 
have been legislated for it. Iam also aware 

hat the word ‘‘ reconstruction’’ has become a 
hackneyed one, and the guardians of the pub- 
lie weal indifferent as to the manner in which 
the terms of the law regulating the great work 
of the rehabilitation of the States so recently in 
revolt, so unitedly engaged in the disruption of 
the Union, shall be executed. The war having 
closed in four years, with its ruin of fortune, 
life, and civil compacts, it is believed that re- 
construction should end in as short a time, and 
our attention turn to other matters. ‘‘I am 
tired,’’ says a grave Senator, ‘‘ of this word 
reconstraction ;’’ and therefore he would have 
us hasten in what remains for us to do to the 
final closing of the book. But, Mr. Speaker, I 
think our individual comfort, our ease in legis- 
lation should be delayed until we are assured 
we can enter upon such devoutly wished-for 
results with security to ourselves and unques- 
tioned protection to all who demand it at our 
hands. 

Gentlemen are impatient to let the last of 
the treason-workers gain their advantage over 
them. Virginia is knocking to come in! And 
there are those who would not inquire whether 
they come in the uniform of treason or the 
garments which congressional tailors have 
established as the proper costume for their re- 
turn. The Old Dominion went out without our 
leave, and she should not be permitted to retarn 
without some assurance of good behavior. The 
Old Dominion went out with oaths and curses, 
and the advocates of her restoration to the 
places she deserted and the rights she spurned 
begin to believe swearing unimportant and ad- 
vise our acceptance of the old Commonwealth 
with the express understanding that she shall 
‘‘swear not at all.’’ It is not the first time 
that the Scripture has been quoted by doubt- 
ful theologians since the days of the great 
tempter of the Son of God, the arch-deceiver 
of men. 

Mr. Speaker, I am in favor of this bill if I 
can have no stronger provisions or conditions 
named requisite for the admission of Virginia. 
I believe, sir, we are not doing our entire duty 
in the premises. There is something more 
than the bare performance of certain condi- 
tions required in the law of April, 1869, pro- 
viding for an election in Virginia. Supposing 
an election has been held in accordance with 
that act, and the constitution, which must here- 
after be the organic law of the State, has been 
ratified, are we not to inquire who are to exe- 
cute these laws, who are to become the cus- 
todians of the peace, the welfare of the hun- 
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dreds of thousands that are to be ruled by 
them? Is it no matter of consequence who 


have been elected, who are to be the legislators, | 


the executive, administrative, judicial officers 
of that mighty Commonwealth? Are we anx- 
ious to put the reins again in traitors hands? 
Let us go back and see what the people we 
are now legislating for have said in their votes 


upon the constitution ratified on the 6th of 


July last. For the main features of that con- 
stitution it has heen well said ‘‘ they voted 
with greater unanimity than any other State,”’ 
giving in an aggregate vote of 219,715 all but 
9,186, or 201,441 majority, thus declaring to 


|| verdict. 


Congress, the country, their future rulers, that || 
not only did they approve but demand the faith- | 


ful execution of its provisions. 

It is well known there were ‘‘ objectionable 
features ’’ in the constitution to be submitted, 
at least they were so considered by the disqual- 
ified ex-rebels of Virginia; and such was the 
persuasion of the thousands of legally and 
politically proscribed that the President of the 
(nited States was allowed, by the act of April, 
i869, to exercise his discretion in the submis- 
sion of this constitution, as to whetherit should 
be voted upon entire or the objectionable 
clause and section relative to disfranchise- 
ment and the test-oath be voted upon sepa- 
rately. It was decided to present the consti- 
tution to the people in parts, and the proscrip- 
tive features were by a vote of 41,000 declared 
repugnant to the proscribed. 

General Canby, in his report of the results 


of this election, tells us over sixty thousand | 


failed to vote upon the separate propositions, 
and he furthermore informs us in as mild 
language as possible, ‘‘ that in some counties 


the vote appears to have been greatly influenced | 
by the personal influence of local candidates,’’ | 


those, no doubt, who were unable to take the 
test-oath, who knew General Canby had in his 
order relative to the election assured them the 
test-oath would be applied to all who were 
elected before entering upon the functions of 
their office, ‘‘ In five counties,’’ he says, ‘‘ the 
vote was influenced by intimidation and fraud.”’ 
Who can tell, then, if the many thousands who 
by various causes did not vote had been 
allowed the free exercise of the opportunity to 


vote, but that the test-oath would still be in the || 


constitution of Virginia? Loyal men framed 
that constitution, They believed (in the lan- 
guage of an address of a Republican conven- 
tion held in Richmond, November 24 and 25, 
i869,) **that the spirit of the reconstruction 
ucts required them to insert those clauses which 
have been expunged.”’ 

They had had an experience in the attempt 
to call a constitutional convention which war- 
ranted them to protect in the future such as 
would carry out the reconstruction acts in good 
faith, Under asystem of intimidation, resorted 


(\o at that time, in 1867, 12,687 colored regis- | 


tered voters were kept from thepolls. Treason 
was still alive and traitors still at work ; there- 
‘ore the disfranchisement and test-oath clauses 
were framed, and by action of the convention 
incorporated in the constitution. For these 
clauses 84,000 men in the Old Dominion, with 
the threats of banishment, impoverishment, and 
death around them, cast their votes at the late 


true; that she has elected her Legislature is 
also true; and her action in the premises is 
now before us, upon which we are to pass our 
We have not pledged anything. We 
have given Virginia, as we gave other south- 
ern States, certain acts to perform, prelim- 
inary to her admission or restoration tu the 
Union; the circumstances that surrounded her 
case in April last, when we enacted the pro- 


| visions for her election, demanded just such a 


legislation ; and we are to bethe judge of her 


| circumstances to-day, whether or not she re- 
| quires still further legislation. 


She is not only a great State, but she has 
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ing security and prosperity to the Federal ( 
ment. 

5, That, as the representatives of the people of 
Virginia, our cordial thanks are duc, and are here) 
tendered, to the President and Congress of the Uy; 


7OVern- 


| ted States for the liberal policy pursued toward o,, 
State in affording us the opportunity of rejectingth. 


proscriptive clauses of the constitution, and thy. 
enabling the people to manifest their sincere dosi-, 


| for reconstruction on a really just and satisfac: iT 


basis.” 


Mr. WHITTEMORE, Bat we are told tha: 
certain gentlemen have been before the Con. 
mittee on Reconstruction and made a certaj) 


| pledge, namely, ‘‘ that the Legislature of \j, 
| ginia will carry out in letter and spirit the eo, 


greatly sinned in her rebellion and rebellious | 


prowess. 


|| tion, caution, care in our deliberations. If we 


are satisfied with her constitution are we sure 


| that it will be carried out? Is it not our duty 
| to look at the action of those who have been 


triumphant in the canvass and see if we cannot 


discern the intentions of such as have been | 
| elected and now stand around these Halls | 


clamoring for recognition, from the Governor 
down to the last man linked with him in the 


double-dealing, Janus-faced system which has | 
been practiced toward Congress, the country, | 


|| a misled, duped constituency. 


The State Journal, January 10, published 


at Richmond, says there is a growing distrust 





election, meaning forever to declare ‘‘ treason || 


a crime and traitors odious.”’ 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we are asked by gentle- 
men on this Thien to admit Virginia without 
conditions. It is said she has fulfilled all we 
have demanded, that we must not break our 
faith with her, that we have promised to admit 
her on her compliance with the act of April, 
1869, and we cannot do else now than invite 
her to her vacant seat in this Hall, her prac- 
tical place in the Union, and recognize her as 
a State in the full exercise of all her civil and 
equal rights. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not so understand it. 
That Virginia has ratified her constitution is 


of the Legislature of Virginia and a talk about 


the application of the test-oath to its members, 


and asks the question why is itso? Out of its | 


own knowledge it gives the answer. ‘‘ Because 
there is no confidence on the part of the people 
who desire the constitution which they have 
ratified so unanimously that the men compos- 
ing the Legislature of Virginia will act in good 
faith with them.’’ Upon what do they base 
their distrust? Upon good and sound reasons. 
In October last, when the Legislature was in 
session, Governor Walker, who is so generous 
here at the present time with his pledges for 
the faithful action of the Legislature, endeav- 
ored to get that Legislature to pass certain 
resolutions he himself had drawn up which 
would, he thought, establish their integrity 
among such as doubted them, for they called 
upon the Legislature to avow their determina- 
tion to carry out every provision of the con- 
stitution faithfully. The Legislature refused 
todothis. He tried again amonga few leading 


| spirits in caucus he exercised his ‘‘ magnetic 


influence’ there in vain. They were apart of 
the great whole that would not bind themselves 
by pledges, and the chief executive of ‘‘ the 
grand old Commonwealth”’ failed in his first 
effort to manipulate the Legislature that have 
already declared hima nullity. I ask that the 
resolutions may be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

‘* Whereas the members of the General Assembly 


of Virginia fully recognize their obligations to obey | 


the behests of the people as expressed in the late 
election; and whereas the limite duties and powers 
of the Legislature render impossible at its present 
session such definite action as would establish the 
purpose of these bodies, it seems proper that they 
should place their motives and intentions beyond all 
question by a brief but frank and decided declara- 
tion of policy: Therefore, 

** Beit resolved, 1, That the prompt passage of such 
laws as shall thoroughly conform to and carry into 
complete effect the constitution lately ratified is a 
duty of the Legislature which shall be discharged. 

“92. That the institution of a comprehensive free- 
school system, and the adoption of such measures 
as will give practical operation to the already adopted 
principle of the ‘civil and political equality of all 
men before the law,’ are obligations which are 
acknowledged, which shall be met. , f 

“3. That the maintenance of the genie eredit and 
full discharge of alllawful indebtedness of the State 
are objects to which every energy of the government 
should be applied, and that repudiation, State or 


| national, should be avoided not only as offensive to 


a sense of integrity and to proper pride of country, 


| but as in all its forms asource of demoralization, and 


destructive of the best interests ofthe people. 
‘4. That Virginia will strive to secure substantial 
peace by removing all causes of irritation, by encour- 
aging settlement from and intercourse with her sister 
States, and by development of material resources, 
hoping thus to be instrumental in restoring unity 
of sentiment and purpose to the nation, and in add- 


She demands a greater considera- | 








interpreter of its provisions. 


stitution voted for by the people.”? And wh, 
gave them this authority, who delegated them 
to bind Virginia in pledges? Surely not its 
Legislature. ‘They themselves, eight only o; 
the one hundred and eighty-one members 0; 
the senate and house of delegates! But wear 
told that the Senators and members from Rich 
mond have indorsed their pledge. Who em 
powered them to take this step, and with the 
swift-running eight bind the future action of 
the Legislature? Not the Legislature surely, 
As well might a State delegation in this House 
assume the right to guaranty the action of the 
entire body. We have then no pledge wort); 
listening to, for it was made for selfish prefer- 
ment and emolument, to act only as an influ- 
ence in the committee-room, this House, ty 


| secure the admission of Virginia, and then to 


be broken. 


These gentlemen have one course of action 


| in Washington and another at Richmond. On 


assurance to make inthe committee-room and 
another to unrepentant rebels. ‘‘ They admit 
they are ready toacknowledge and promise any- 
thing to gain the recognition of the State."’ | 


| haveno doubtof their perfidy. They havegive: 
| us abundant proof of their ability in this direc 


tion. Itake them at their word. I will not 


question the sincerity of their vows among their 
| fellows. 


Let us, in addition to this, Mr. Speaker, in 
quire who are the members of the Legislature ’ 
What is their political status? How many o! 


| them have an unquestioned right to a seat in 


the senate and house of delegates? Prior to 
the election General Canby was importuned 
from many quarters as to the probability o! 
the application of the test-oath to such as were 
elected to oflice before entering upon the fune- 


‘tions of the same; his answer, in one of these 


cases, will show the instructions given by him 


'to those who were aspirants or candidate: 


He says: 


‘ 


‘A person whois unable to take the oath prescribed 
by the laws of the United States cannot enter upon 
the duties of his office, and all persons clected t 


|| office during the provisional period of the govern- 
| ment must take the oath of office prescribed | 


the law of July 2, 1862, or (in the case of persons 
whose political disabilities have been removed by 
Congress) the oath of office preseribed by the Jaw 
of July 11, 1868. All elections held under the au 
thority of the reconstruction acts must be conduc! 
od in conformity with the requirements of tho 
aws. 


One month before the election in Virginia 
this fact was promulgated ; yet, in defiance o! 


| its greatimportance, the caucus was held ; (0) 
/ernor Walker with his creed and crew began 


their illegal work. As he was pledged to gen 
eral amnesty, and recognized no distinction 0: 
discrimination in rights or privileges on accoun! 


of former political differences or treasonab': 
acts, and as his supporters were determined to 


have the rule of the future of Virginia, the) 
set at nought the instructions of the comman«: 


ing general, whose experience in the school 0: 


reconstruction had enabled him to not onl) 
become aclose student of its laws, but an exac' 
They preferred 
to issue their own mandates, for the people had 
become apprehensive that their candidates |! 
elected would not be able to qualify. The) 
issued circulars, posted them in the differen 
counties, which assured the people ‘‘ that t! 
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:-oath would not be applied to the oilicers 
ected, and therefore to stick to the candi- 
iates already in the field,’’ these candidates 
-oving been selected with an eye to the fact that 


Vil 
\ 


hey were disqualified and ineligible to office. 
l ask the Clerk to read what I send tothe desk. 
'be Clerk read as follows: 
NOKESVILLE, June 30, 
Decr Sir: [have just received from R.T. Daniel, 
, the following circular: 
STATE CONSERVATIVE COMMITTEE, 
RicuMmonp, June 23, 1869. 
ge: Rumors are afloat that General Canby will 
neist on exacting from all elected at the approach- 
- election the “iron-clad oath.’’ General Grant’s 
ided opinion is againstthis. Pay no attention to 
hese rumors. See your candidates and tell them 
iat under no circumstances can our candidates be 


1869, 


By ie of the committee. 
WALTER WEIR, esq. 
Mr. WHITTEMORE. This, in my opinion, 
vas in direct violation of the Constitution of 
. United States. ‘They knew their disqual- 
fication; that if the test-oath was applied, as 
hould have been applied—for General Canby 
id the power under the acts of Congress to 
ply it, the Attorney General to the contrary 
notwithstanding—they knew that nearly two 
hirds of their legislators elected could not 
talify. 
Out of forty-eight senators twenty-five were 
scribed; of the one hundred and thirty- 
‘ht delegates, eighty were disqualified ; 
indred and five of the joint assembly, which 
mprises one hundred and eighty-one in the 
aggregate, had the test-oath been applied, 
would have been set aside. 
[here ig no wonder, then, that they wanted 
test-oath clause of their constitution sub- 
mitted to a separate vote, for if the constitu- 
ion had been voted on entire there would be 
» need of the introduction of an oath of any 
lescription into our bill regulating the admis- 
ion of Virginia. There is no wonder that the 
.dmirers of this preciouscrowd of law-defiants 
should regard oaths with disfavor; that the 
speaker of the house of delegates, as yet un- 
relieved of his disabilities, should head the 
clf-constituted eight of the Legislature whose 
word gentlemen in their interest regard with 
» much importance; there is no wonder that 
this same tall, anxious, daily hanger-on at the 
Capitol wishes Virginia admitted upon the 
most naked declaration possible to be made. 
Mr. Speaker, if my voice could prevail I 
uld ask that the test-oath should be applied 
to the incoming Legislature of Virginia. Jam 
ure it would be the only guarantee of protec- 
tion to the one hundred thousand loyal voters 
who fought the gallant fight of the 6th of July 
last against the artifices and hatred of their 
nemies, the distrust and opposition of men 
who should have been their friends. Iam per- 
iaded such alone would bring encouragement 
» those who have been breathlessly waiting 
ir action in hopes of relief from the fears that 
ie before them as they see Virginia, themselves, 
again in the hands of such as have ruled them 
with the codes and cords of barbarism. I am 
ire such a condition will, in the language of 
the Chief Magistrate— 


u 





one 


“Secure protection to the person and property of 
citizens of our common country wherever they may 
‘hoose to move, without reference to nationality, 
religion, Color, or polities, demanding of them only 


obedience to the laws and proper respect for the 
rights of others.” 


Or, again : 


a The greatest good tothe greatest number: secur- 
tty for person and property, and for political opin- 
:0nS In every part of our country.” 

_ Not only would I do this to purge the Legis- 
‘lature of such men as have forfeited their 
rights to seats in the Legislature through dis- 
regard to the laws which alone can restore 
them to the Union, but because the judiciary 
of the State is to be created by their hands. 
(he one hundred and twenty-eight judges, from 
the supreme bench down to the county judge, 
are all to be elected by these disqualified sen- 
ators and delegates. Can we believe they, 
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elected who have not a touch of their condi- 
tion? And if so, where are the interests, the 
rights, the powers of the people to receive pro- 
tection? ‘Lhe Quakers of Loudoun county, the 
only loyal men of the State during the war. 
say they would rather live under loyal bayonets 
than the Walker rebel rule. In> ' 
we will have occasion to say, 
Commonwealth of Virginia.’ 

Mr. MAYHAM. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. 

Mr. MAYHAM. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman whether the Senators named in the 
second section of this bill were chosen by the 
Legislature which he has characterized as in 
part unable to take the test-oath? 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. They were. 

Mr. MAYHAM. If they were disqualified 
o set as members of the Legislature of Vir 
ginia by what authority can they pass a legal 
act or legally elect Senators of United 
States ? 

Mr. WHITTEMORKE. I will come to that 
before | conclude my remarks. 1 admit with 
the gentleman, my colleague on the committee 
{ Mr. Moraan | , question of graver magni- 
tude ’’ could not engage the attention of this 
House than that which is before us. We must 
stand by our own provisions, and we mu 
enforce them by appropriate legislation until 
we are assured of their effectual a 
ment. 

We are not to humiliate Virginia. We did 
not place her in her present condition. 
remember with pride the great men of the 
past that sprung from her loins and sleep now 
within her bosom; and thank God for their 
devotion to my country in her 
earliest danger, the luster of their names and 
deeds, all glorious and written upon fame’: 
bright, burnished scroll. I can point to her 
heroic patriots, orators, scholars, jurists, states- 
men, Presidents, all who 
name of an American the 
and America more grand 


being in the majority, will suffer judges to be 


i ) 
such hands 
‘* God save the 


\ ques tion, yes. 


- 


the 


complish 


' 
} . { 
the hour ol 


make the 

of the age, 
and sublime in her 
role asanation! I ean do all this with as 
much satisfaction as he who loves the Old 
Dominion the best; but there is anotler side 
of the picture. 

I am reminded by the document before me, 
which is a copy of the ordinance of secession 
of Virginia, that the people of Virginia, who 
could have no more valiant campaign on this 
floor than the gentleman from New York, did, 
through their delegates in convention assem- 
bled, on the 17th of April, 1861, pass an ordi- 
nance repealing the action of the Convention 
of June 25, 1788, which ratified the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. In this ordinance 
they declare not only the Constitution of the 
United States, but all the acts of the General 
Assembly ratifying or adopting amendments 
thereto repealed ; that Virginia is a free and 
independent State. ‘The theories of the con 
vention do not agree with the doctrines of the 
gentleman from New York. Iwill! not ask for 
the reading of this historic document, with the 
names of the signers thereto, but that it may 


’ 
lived to 
boast 


appear with my remarks in its proper place in 

the Globe: 

} ir yinia, 

An ordinance to repeal the ratification of the Con- 
stitution of the United States of America by the 
State of Virginia, and toresume all the rights and 
powers granted under said Constitution, which 
passed the State convention on the 17th of April 
1861. 

The people of Virginia, in the ratification of the 
Constitution of the United States of America, adopted 
by them in convention on the 25th day of June, in 
the year of our Lord 1778, having declared that the 
powers granted under the said Constitution were 
derived from the people of the United States and 
might be resumed whensoever the same should be 
perverted to their injury and oppression; and the 
Federal Government having perverted said powet 
not only to the injury of the people of Virginia, but 
to the oppression of the southern slaveholding States: 
Now, therefore, we, the people of Virginia, do de- 
clare and ordain that the ordinance adopted by the 
people of this State in convention on the 25th day ot! 
June, in the year of our Lord 1788, whereby the Con 


Ordinance of Secession for 
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titution of the United St 
fied, and all acts of the 
State ratifying or ad 
stitution, are hereby 
the union between 


utes of America was rati 
(reneral Assembly of this 
pting amendments tosaid Con 
repealed and abrogated: that 


the State of Virginia and the 





other States under the Constitution aforesaid js 
sare ty 1; 1 } ‘ ; . . 
hereby dissolved; and that the State of Virginia i 
in full possession and exercise of all the rights of 


sovereignty which belong and appertain to a free 
and independent State; and they do farther declare 
that said Constitution of the United States of Amer 
ica is no longer binding on any of the citizens of this 
State. 

This ordinance shall take eff and be an act of 
this day when ratified by a majority of the votes of 
the people of this State, cast ata poll, to be taken 
thereon on tho fourth Thursday in May next, in pur 
sunnce of a schedule hereaiter to be enacted. 

Done in convention in the city of Richmond on 
the 17th day of April in the yearof our Lord 1861, 
and in the eighty-fifth year of the Commonwealth 


of Virginia. 
JOHN L. EUBANK, 
Secretary of Convention. 

[his ordinance was passed by a vote of 88 
yeas and 55 nays, as follows: 

*Yras—Messrs. William M. Ambler, William B. 
Aston, James Barbour, Augustus RK. Blakey, George 
Biow, jr.. James Boisseau, Peter B. Boost, Wood 
Bouldin, William W. Boyd, Thomas Branch, James 
©. Bruce, Frederick M. Cabell, John A. Campbell, 
Allen 'T. Caperton, William P. Cicil, John R. Cham- 
bliss, Manilus Chapman, Samuel A. Coffman, Ra 
phael M. Conn, James H. Cox, Richard H. Cox, John 
Crither, Harvy Deskins, James B. Dorman, John 
Kchols, Miers W. Fisher, Thomas 8S. Flournoy, W. 
W. Forbes, Napoleon B. reneh, Samuel M. Gar 
land, H. L. Gillespie, Samuel L. Graham, Fendall 
Gregory, jr.. William L. Goggin, John Goode, jr., 
rhomas I’, Goode, F. L. Hale, Cyrus Hall, L. S. Hall, 
Lewis Ik. Harvie, James P. Haleombe, John N. 
Hughes, Eppa Hunton, Lewis D. Isbell, Marmaduke 
Johnson, Peter C. Johnston, Robert C. Kent, John J. 
Kindred, James Lawson, Walter D. Leake, William 
Il. McFarland, Charles K, Mallory, James B. Mal 
lory, John L. Mayre, sen., Fleming Miller, Horatio 
G. Moffett, Robert L. Montague, Edward T. Morris, 
Jeremiah Morton, William J. Neblett, Johnson 
Orrick, William C. Parks, William Ballard Preston, 
George W. Randolph, George W. Richardson, Tim 
oth y Riy es, Robert E. Scott, William C. Scott, John 
I. Seawell, James W.Sheffey, Charles RK. Slaughter, 
Valentine W. Southall, John M. Speed, Samuel G. 
Staples, James M, Strange, William T. Sutherlin, 
George P. Tayloe, John 'T. Thornton, William M. 
‘Treadway, Kobert H. Turner, Franklin P. Turner, 
John Tyler, Edward Waller, Robert H. Whitfield, 
Samuel C. Williams, Henry A. Wise, Samuel Woods, 
Benjamin F. Wysor—88. 

**Nays—Messrs. Edward M. Armstrong, John B. 
Baldwin, George Baylor, George Berlin, Caleb 
Soegess, George W. Brent, William G. Brown, John 
S. Burdett, James Bailey, Benjamin W. Byrne, John 
. Carlile, John A. Carter, 8. Clemens, C. B. Conrad, 
Robert Y. Conrad, James H. Couch, W. H. B. Custis, 
Marshall M. Dent, William H. Dulany, Jubal A. 
Earley, Colbert C. Fugute, Peyton Gravely, Algernon 
S. Gray, Ephraim Bb. Hall, Allen C. Hammond, Al 
pheus F, Haymond, James W. Hodge, J. G. Holla 
day, Chester D. Hubbard, George W. Hall, John J 
Jackson, John F. Lewis, William MeComes, James 
C. MeGrew, James Marshall, Henry M. Masters, 
Samuel McD. Moore, Hugh M. Nelson, Logan O 
burn, Spicer Patrick, Edmund Pendleton, George 
McC. Porter, Samuel Price, David Pugh, John D. 
Sharp, Thomas Sittington, Burlow Spurloch, Alex 
and il. H. Stuart, Chapman J. Stuart, George W. 
Summers, Campell Tarr, William White, William 
C. Wickham, Waitman T. Willey, John Janney, pres 





ident . 

‘* ABSENTEES— Messrs. Alfred Barbour, Robert E. 
Grant, Addison Hale, John R. Kilby, Paul MeNeil, 
John O. Marr, Thomas Martin, Peter Saunders, 
en.——5. 


**Benjamin Wilson was excused,” 

I can remember, too, the State of Vir 
ginia as the battle-ground of the rebellion ; as 
the cemetery of heroes who were true to the 
rreat principles of great men who made Vir- 


> 


ginia and our common country great, and all 
this has made me pause in my action. ‘‘ On to 
Richmond” has not been forgotten. The con- 
federacy, with its head and front and battle- 
ments and prisons and castles of death and mis- 
ery,was planted on the James. Mr. Speaker, let 
him who doubts this tarry at Iredericksburg 
and call up the regiments of the slain for 
freedom’s cause, for freedom’s laws. Let him 
vho cavils still pass over the fields and mounds 
and mines and graves of the slaughter scen: 
of the rebellion, and he will not think ‘* w 
are dragging the great old Commonwealth in 
manacles to the embraces of the Union,’’ but 
that we are simply providing for the future and 
preventing the recurrence of woes that have 
made the heart sick, the home sad, the lonely 
uncomforted, in our once peaceful family of 
States. 

In Virginia to-day there is an esprit among 








E 
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its sons which makes the traitor of the past the 
model for the future. The young men at their 
military school, presided over by the great 
soldier of the rebellion, drink in treason, study 
sedition, and promise avengement for their 
fathers’ wrongs, who, Asdrubel-like, makes 
them swear on bended knees thus to repay. 
‘The fair ones of Virginia, more skilled in the 
artof hate, have sworn in the language of poetry, 
the sentiment of which I can only remember, 
that the sun and moon may be blotted out 
of the firmament and the constellations fade 


away, but as long as there is a mother in Vir- | 


ginia to teach her son she will at her knee 
educate him to hate the Union, and put upon 
his lips as the first words of utterance the sen- 
tence which the brutal assassin used when he 
sent with hellish spite the fatal ball crashing 
through the brain of the nation’s noblest martyr, 
the motto of Virginia, ‘* Sic semper tyrannis.”’ 


Mr. Speaker, for reasons suchas I have given | 


did I introduce a bill providing for the restora- 
tion of Virginia; that the test-oath should first 
be applied to her Legislature, and certain other 
fundamental conditions agreed to before recog- 
nizing her right to representation in Congress. 
jut, Mr. Speaker, in order that there might be 
unanimity of action, especially among the Re- 
publican members of the committee, I waived 
my personal feelings and views and voted to 
support this bill, which I shall do with more 
earnestness than the gentleman to whom it was 
intrusted, who has, | think, displayed but little 
interest in it, which is consistent with his prior 
action in the premises. 

What, then, Mr. Speaker, do we ask in this 
bill? Nothing more in the main than what has 
been required of other States of the South asa 
basis of admission tothe Union. The pream- 


ble sets forth that Virginia had adopted a con- | 


stitution republican in form, and assured us 
that the people of Virginia will support and 
defend the Constitution of the United States; 
that they are well disposed to the Government 


of the same, and will carry out in letter and | 


spirit the provisions and requirements of the 
constitution submitted under the reconstruc- 


tion acts of Congress and ratified by the peo- | 


ple of Virginia. 

Mr. MAYHAM. 
gentleman another question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the 
gentleman from South Carolina yield? 

Mr. WHITTEMORE., I yield fora question. 

Mr. MAYHAM., If the preamble to which 
the gentleman has referred be true as a matter of 
fact, does it not bind this House and this Con- 
gress to admit the Representatives of Virginia 
without other conditions, according to the act 
of March 10, 1869? 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. I do not think it does. 

We then enact that the State shall be entitled 


I would like to ask the | 


to representation in Congress asa State in the | 


Union upon certain fundamental conditions, 
namely: 


1. That an oath shall be taken by the members of 
the Legislature and all officers of the State, which is 
substantially in the words of the third section of the 
fourteenth constitutional amendment, unless such 
officer has been relieved of his disability by att of 
Congress. 

2. That the constitution of said State shall never 


be so changed or amended as to deprive any citizen | 
or class of citizens of the United States of aright to | 


vote or hold office in said State who are entitled by 
the constitution of the State to vote or hold office, 
except as a punishment for felonious crimes; that no 
person shall be denied the right to serve as jurors 
and equally pesmanpess in the school fund and school 
Ri vileses provided in said constitution: Provided, 

hat any alteration of said constitution may be made 
with regard to the time and place of residence of 
voters equally applicable to all voters. 

3. That all persons exercising the functions of 
executive, administrative, or judicial offices in the 


State at the time when the said constitution takes | 


effect, by appointment of the district commander, 


shall continue to discharge the duties of their respect- | 


ive offices until their suecessors, under said consti- 


tution, shall be duly chosen or appointed and quali- 


tied. 
Seo. 3. That the election of the United States 


Senators by the General Assembly of said State on 
the 19th of October last shall have the same validity | 


as if made by previous authority of law. 
I know, Mr. Speaker, of no more lenient, 
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- wise, or consistent manner of treating this case. 


By the voting out of the test-oath clause from 
the constitution of the State there is left 


nothing but a so-called oath of office, which | 


carries with it little force; and the requirement 


| of the oath which we have incorporated in the 


bill will only carry out the laws of reconstruc- 


tion in the lightest form, for the act of July || 
19, 1867, if it had been rigidly enforced would | 
have compelled every member of the Virginia | 


Legislature tou have taken the oath of office 
prescribed for officers of the United States. 
And, sir, if the Legislature of Virginia intend 
to carry out that good faith which we ‘are 
assured’’ they will, then they certainly can 
have no objection, for it is requiring them to 
individually practice what they have as a Legis- 
lature adopted. Such is no more than is re- 
quired in South Carolina by its constitution, 
which declares that any person disqualified 
under the Constitution of the United States 
shall be ineligible to office until his disabilities 
are removed. And, Mr. Speaker, if any of the 


Legislature are unable to take this oath, then | 


they have no right to sit in the Legislature, 
according to the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution,“and they certainly can take no 


offense. I hope this portion of the bill will be | 


adhered to, with a penalty attached for a vio- 
lation of its provisions. 

Mr. SCHUMAKER. 
permit me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SCHUMAKER. Did the members of 


olina take the oath of which the gentleman is 
speaking? 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. They have taken the 
oath that they are not disqualified under the 
Constitution of the United States for holding 
office. 

Mr. SCHUMAKER. Did they take the 
oath which the gentleman proposes to exact 
from members of the Legislature of Virginia? 

Mr. WHITTEMORE, No, sir; they did 
not; that is, not in precisely the same lan- 
guage. The constitution of the State of South 
Carolina provides that no person disqualified 
under the Constitution of the United States 
can enter upon the functions of any office; and 
in the oath provided for in the constitution of 
South Carolina it is declared by the person 
taking the oath that he is not disqualified under 
the Constitution. 

The clause with regard to the change of the 
constitution, so as to imperil the rights of any 
of its citizens to vote or hold office, or serve 
as jurors, or participate in the school fund 


| and privileges, is the same as will be found in 


the acts admitting Arkansas, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama 
and Florida. We should hold these rights se- 
cure for all the people and protect them against 
the designs of the crafty who may in the fa- 
ture strive to wrest from them their constitu- 
tional rights. And if the Legislature in the 
future, in utter defiance of these conditions, 


/attempt to abridge the rights of its citizens 


Congress holds the power still to legislate and 
enforce its laws. 

The holding of the offices which have been 
filled by the district commander until their 
successors can be elected, appointed, and quali- 
fied, is to provide against an interim that might 
exist between the discharge of such oflicers (if 
there should be such an attempt immediately 
upon the admission of the State) and the elec- 
tion of their successors. 

As to the validity of the election of the 


| United States Senators by the Legislature of 


Virginia, the Attorney General has already 
decided the question, however much we may 
differ as to this decision. He says: 


“Upon a careful consideration, I am now of opin- 
ion that the election of Senators, like voting upon 
the fourteenth and_fifteenth amendments to the 
Constitution of the Unived States, is a part of the 
action contemplated by Congress as preliminary to 
a restoration of the State to its full relation to the 
Government cf the United States as one of the States 


Will the gentleman | 
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of the Union. The Senators thus elected 


: : woul 
have no power or authority until the Senate the 


of the 
alidity 


| of their election and admitted them as members of 











that body. Under the act of April 10, 1869, the cloe 
tion of members of the House of Representatiy ; 
was permitted, and has taken place; and when Te 
gress comes to act upon the whole question of t),, 


| reconstruction of the State, it would seem equal}. 


proper that members elected to both branches of ; 
national Legislature should present themselves 4, 
be ready for admission to seats in the respect; 6 
Houses. The election of Senators does not seem +, 


| me to transcend the action which comes within ¢} 


limited and qualified purposes requisite to reeo 
struction, but rather to be essential to the complete. 
ness of that action, and I think that the military 
commander should not interfere with or prevent jt,’ 

Having, Mr. Speaker, exhausted more time 
than I intended in the commencement of the 
discussion, | leave the matter with the hope 
that the bill will pass, which will protect the 
many thousands of loyal and true men, white 
and black, in the new Dominion in all their 
rights guarantied under the Constitution, thys 
admitting Virginia to representation in Con. 
gress ‘‘ in strict and rigid accordance with the 
reconstruction acts, in order that the legisla. 
tive and judicial departments of the State goy. 
ernment may be in harmony with loyalty and 
true republicanism.’’ In conelusion, [ ask 
that the following document addressed to the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States may be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

WASHINGTON, January 11, 1870, 

To the honorable the Senate of the United States : 

We, the undersigned, loyal Republican citizens of 


the Legislature of either South or North Car- || Virginia, having this day assembled in the city ot 


Washington forconsultation, and having duly organ- 
ized, unanimously represent to your honorable body 
that we are anxious tor the prompt admission of the 
State to representation upon such terms that a loyal 
civil government may be maintained and the rights 
of loyal men secured, which we feel assured cannot 
be the case if any condition less than the application 
of the test-oath to the Legislature shall be imposed 
by the Congress. 

The loyal people of Virginia have had no hearing 
before the Judiciary Committee of the Senate, or nv 
notice or information, direct or indirect, that the 
committee intended to consider the question of our 
admission, until after the same had been acted on 
and a bill had been reported to the Senate for the 
immediate and unconditional admission of the State. 
Could the views and situation of the six hundred 
thousand loyal people of Virginia whom we repre 
sent, and who are now enduring oppression at the 
hands of the rebels in its most cruel forms, have bee: 
represented before the committee we do not believe 
any such bill would have been reported. 

Before the Reconstruction Committee of the Hous: 
the loyal people of the State have had only a partia! 
hearing. 

Statements, chiefly of a general character, have 
been made before it, but no evidence whatever, in 
the legai sense, has been given or asked for, and its 
oroposed introduction has not been consented to. 

Vhile only three persons have been heard before 
the committee in favor of the application of the test- 
oath to the Legislature, to wit, Messrs. Wardwell, 
Porter, and Rounds, seven have been heard in oppo- 
sition, namely, Messrs. Turner, Crenshaw, Walker, 
Hine, Platt, Bland, and Budd. 

Ifa hearing can now be had, and which we respect- 


| fully request may be granted, we pledge ourselves 


to show by sworn witnesses of irreproachable char- 
acter, residingin Virginia—among them judges, mili- 
tary commissioners, members of Congress, the Legis- 
lature, registration oflicers, and conductors of the 
election, &c.— 

1, That the majority of the Legislature were elected 
by intimidation, fraud, violence, and prevention o! 
free speech, but principally by thefirst-named auxil- 
iary; and hereupon we respectfully suggest whether 
it would not be as well to adhere to the existing re- 
construction acts, which expressly provide that before 
the State is admitted Congress (must be satisfied ** that 
all.the qualified voters had opportunity to vote freely, 
without restraint, fear, or the influence of fraud.” 

2. That murders and all sorts of outrages are per- 


| petrated by rebels upon loyalists, and because oftheir 


loyalty, in which frequently no attempt to arrest is 
made, and when the offenders are brought to trial, 
rebel juries—colored men being as rigidly excluded 
from the jury-box as if they had committed some 


| great crime—are ready and fast to acquit. 


3. That the right of secession has never been re- 
nounced, but is now as firmly and universally believed 
in by the white people of Virginia as at any period 


| during the war. 


4, That it was publicly stated in the canvass by 
the leaders of the so-called Walker party that they 
merely supported the expurgated constitution for 


| the purpose of securing the admission of the State, 


and advocated the election of their candidates to the 


| Legislature and for Governor and State officers for 
| the avowed purpose of defeating its provisions 1) 


behalf of human rights and general education ; and 
on this basis sel seonren the support of the Conser\ - 
ative party for the expurgated constitution and their 
State and legislative tickets. 


1870. 
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We will show that the pledge made by the Tur- 
: delegation that the Legislature would carry out 
, new constitution in its spirit was made with no 


n 
se whatever of ever being fulfilled. l 


W e will 
ovethat some of the leading members of that dele- 
tion shortly afterward public ly avowed that the 
edge was oply given for the purpose of gaining : ud; 

yn, 1d they state edthatafter that event rey”? 
meaning ag the Congress of the United States—"* y ould 
end they had got a lion in the shee »p-fold.”’ 

One of the party also sts ated that when General 
PerrER t id him he would “take the word of a Vir- 
«+a centleman ” he felt for his watch, because he 
ee the general had very “taking ways”’ with 

: They also said that when as ked to add to their 
vemorial to Congress for unconditional admission 

pledge that the Legislature would rry out the 
stitution that they would just as readily, if asked, 
ive certified that Gener: al BurLer never stole 
uy spoons; and much more abuse of a 9 nny ful 
aracter of Generé al Buti .BR, and chue as & over 
ir power to ** hoodwink’’ him and the Congress 

f the United States. 
‘6. We will show that Governor Walker was 2 cop- 
nerhead during the war, in full sympathy with the 
bellion, and president of the ‘Invincible Club’ 

f Chicago, Which was organized for the purpose of 

scuing rebel prisoners from Camp Douglas; and 
t his politi¢al proclivities have undergone no 
shi ange since he has been in Virginia. He was the 
eandidate of the rebel party o if the eity of Norfolk 
two years ago for aseat in the constitutional con- 
ention, and out of a poll of nearly two thousand col- 
red votes received only eight. He publisly stated 
» the canvass last summer that he should vo te for 
G moral Robert E. Lee for Governor because he was 
the greatest soldier of the age, and also because he 
1 General Lee occupied the same political plat- 
We will also show that Governor Walker is 
ieed to defeat the county organization clause of 
the new constitution, which involves the school sys- 
° and also, the provisions of that instrument 
ich al ‘e intended to secure the civil and political 
f the colored people of theState. Wecanalso 
Ww that even since his election he has publicly re- 
rred to the State of Virginia as having been under 
ur] ation and tyranny for the last four years—mean- 
thereby, if the language meant anything, to pro- 
nounce the rec onstruction policy of Congress revolu- 
mary and void, 

7. These and other facts which can be established 
will doubtless satisfy the Senate that Virginia ought 

\tto be admitted unless the congressional test-oath 

all be required of the present rebel Legislature, and 
the seats of those who cannot subscribe to it awarded 

their eligible opponents who received the next 
I ghes t number of votes where the circumstances 
wo ould j justity the application wet the English rule, 
which would be the case in nearly all if not every 


instance. 
BALDWIN, 


ISAAC P. 
Chairman, Prince Willi 
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am county. 


WILLIA M 1 B AILEY, 

Secretary, Richmond, Virginia, 
JAMES MORRISSEY, Richmond, Virginia. 
ROpaET [TN ASTON, York county, Virginia. 


Virginia, 


H. MONTAGUE, Richmond, 
B URN _HAM WARDWEL L, Richmond. 
: Caroline county, Virginia. 
GEORGE C. MARSHALL, 
Amelta county, 
JAMES T. S 
Albemarle county, Virginia. 
BALLARD T. EDW ARDS, 
( ‘hesterficld county, Virginia, 
BR , i MEL, Richmond, Virginia, 
m Re DOUGHTY, 
Prince William county, Virginia, 
CHARLES H 
‘ Richmond, Virginia. 
LUTHER C. TIBBETS, 
p Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
VILLIAM TROY, Richmond, Virginia. 
Th UE LEK, Jr., Norfolk county, Virginia, 
Campbell county, Virginia. 
J . FLOOD, Powhatan county, Virginia. 
ie: sisieniveties of Missouri. I would 
a question, if he will permit me. 
Mr. WHITTEMORE. C ertainly. 
Mr. McC ORMICK, of Missouri. Does the 
Governor W alker in the sixth paragre aph of the 
memorial just read ? 
Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina has five minutes of his hourremaining. 
Mr. DAVIS. Withthe consent of the ¢ gen- 
Clerk’s desk an amendment whick I propose 
to offer to this bill. and which I ask may be 
printed. 
ported in full, 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
South Carolina yield for the purpose of allow- 


WILLIAM E. CROCKETT 
TAYLOR, 
ey ROUND, Prince William county. 
PORTER, 
1D. WILLIAMSON, 
like toask the gentleman from South Carolina 
gentleman believe the ch: irges made against 
to know who has the floor? 
tleman from South Carolina, I send to “the 
Mr. HOLMAN. Let the amendment be re- 
ing this proposed amendment to be read? 


THE 


| such offi 


| and has a 


Mr. WHITTEMORE. Yes, sir 

fhe Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all after the preamble, and in place 
thereof insert as follows: 

Beit enacted, d&e., That the State of Virginia be ad- 
mitted to represen ite ntion in Congress as a State o of 
the Union under the constitution ratified by the 
people of said State on the 6th day of April, 1869; 
and it is hereby enacted and declared that the ad- 
mission of said State to representation is made by 
Con ‘ress in full reliance upon the good faith of said 

ite of V irginia, pledged to the United States by 
the ce ore e ol represe ntatic yn under this act thi at 
the constitution of said State shall never be amended 
or chaneal as to deprive any eye or class of citi 





‘ns of the United State s of the right to vote apes 
office in said State wh oO are entitle ot » vote or hold 
oflice by said cons itution, except as a punis shasent 


or such crimes as 3 are now fi lonies ‘at common low, 
V whereof they shall have been duly convicted under 
laws equally applicable to all inhabitants of said 





Stat 5 * to prevent any person, on account of race, 
color, or previous con remers of servitude, from serv- 
ing as ’ a ferer or particips iting equally in the school 
fund or school priv ‘leg res provided for in said consti- 


Provided, That 
equally 


tution: 


any alterati acl enideene. 
tution, 


applicable to all the voters of said 
State, may be made with regard to the time and 
place of residence of said voters 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all persons 
who shall, at the time when egaid constitution shall 

take effect, hold or exercise the functions of any ex- 
ecutive, administrative, or judicial office in said 
State by the appointment or authority of the distri ct 
commander, shall continue to disc harge the duties 
of their respective oflices until their successors, or 
those upon whom such duties shall under said con 

stitution devolve, are duly chosen or appointe d and 
qualified. 

Sere. 3. And be at further enacted, That the eleetion 
of United States Senators by the General Assemb ly of 
said State on the 19th day of October, 1869, shall have 
thesame validity asif made after the passage of this 
act. 

Sec.4. And beit further enacted, That no person shall 
hold any oflice, civil or military, in said State who 
shall not have taken and subscribed one of the fol 
lowing oaths or aflirmations, namely: “ ldosole muly 
swear (or affirm) that L have never taken an oath us 
a member of Congress, or as ap officer of the Unite 
States, or asamember of any State Legislature, or as 
an executive orjudicial oflicer of any State,to support 
the Constitution of the | nited States, and thereafter 
engaged in insurrection orrebellion against the same 
or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof;’’ or, 

‘I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have been 
relieved from disability by an act of Congre ; 
provided for by the third section of the fi urte enth 
article ofthe amendments of the Constitution of the 
United States;’’ and that every person who shall 
take, enter upon, and discharge the duties of any 
‘e in said State » Withor ut having first taken 
one of the oaths prescribed by this section shall be 
guilty ofa misdemeanor, and uponconviction thereof 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than $10,000, 
or by imprisonment not to exceed one year, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment 

Sec. 5. And be it Surthe r enact dy That every person 
whoshall willfully and falsely take either of the oaths 
named in this act, being at the time of taking such 
oath disqualified ros n holding office under the pro 
visions of the fourteenth article of the ame ndments of 
the Constitution, shall be deemed guilty ef perjury 
and shall be punished by imprisonment and fine as 
prescribed by the thirteenth section of the act ap- 
proved March 13, 1825, entitled ‘‘An act more effect 
ually to provide for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States,’’ and for other purposes. 

The amendment, by unanimous consent, was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I consider 
myself in full accord in general political senti- 
ment with the majority of the committee who 
reported this bill; but I am free to confess 
that I neither like the amendment now pend- 









_ ing, offered by the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. 


BINGHAM, | nor the report made by the com- 
mittee. The bill introduced by the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Wuirremore] [ like 
better; but having watched this question of 
reconstruction from the beginning to this time 
[ am unwilling to vote for the admission of 
Virginia now under any conditions, and for 
the reasons I shall try to give. It has been the 
theory of the party which has had control in 
Congress since the war ended that on the ques- 
tion of reconstruction there was something 
more required than the mere form of acquies- 
cence in the laws passed here for the govern- 
ment of the seceded States. I look back to the 
original joint resolution, passed in this House 
in 1866, for the admission of Tennessee, and | 
find this language : 

** Whereas the State of Tennessee has in good faith 
ratified the article of amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States proposed by _ Thirty-Ninth 
Congress to the Legislatures of t several States 


lso shown to the satis the hem of Congress 


by a proper spirit of obedience in th body of her 
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people, her return to her due allegiance to the Gov- 
ernment, laws, and authority of the United States: 


Therefore,” &c. 

[ look at the report made the same year by 
the joint Committee on Reconstruction, one 
of the ablest papers ever presented in either 

? ° ’ . . 
branch of Congress, and I find this language : 

‘It seems to your committee not unreasonable to 
require satisfactory evidence that the ordinance: 
and constitutional provisions which the President 
deemed essential in the first instance will be perm 
nently adhered to by the people of the States seek 
ing restoration, after being admitted to full partici 
pation in the Government, and will not be repudiat« 
when that object shall have been accomplished; and 
here — ~— n of proof rests upon the late insur 





gents, we seeking restoration to the rig hts and 
privileges whic h they willingly abandoned, and not 
upon the people of the United States, ei never 


undertaken, directly or indirectly, to deprive them 
thereof. It should appear aflirmatively that they ar 
prepared and disposed in good faith to accept the: 
sults of the war, to abandon their hostility to the 
Government, and to live in peace and amity with t! 
people of the loyal States, extending to : all classes ot 
citizens equal rights and privileges, and confor rming 
to the republican idea of liberty a and equality.” 


L look at the end of the report and I find 
ane signatures, namely: W. P. Fessenden, 
Tames W. Grimes, Ira Harris, J. M. Howarp, 
GE orGe H.WiiuraMms,Thaddous Stevens, Elihu 
3. Washburne, Justin 8S. Morritt, Joun A. 
Bi Ot oad Roscor Conkiinxa, George S. Bout 

well, and Henry T. Blow. 

So far in this debate I have failed to hear 
this question of the eligibility of the masses ot! 
white Virginians to re presentation raised, and 
whether when you have prescribed your oath ; 
and your conditions of admission those people 
will adhere to those oaths and those con: fition 
without the presence of Federal bayonets to 

ompel their enforcement. That is the great 
problem which we here as Representatives of 
the Loyal People must solve. We ought t 
satisfy ourselves that the majority of the peop! 
of Virginia are loyal and will eben rve in goo d 
faith the new compact into which they propo 
to enter. I for one am not convinced that 
such a condition of public sentiment exis 
among these people. | willsend to the Clerk 
desk to be read an article which appeared 
the et Evening Journal of Decem! 
, 186 
Tt he “C lerk read as follows 


A Plain Statement of Facts.—The N: stional Board 
ot - rade has closed its session here, and adjourned to 
meet at Buffalo, New York, in 1870. We hope and 
believe that the deliberations of such a body, cor 
posed as it was in major part of men eminent in pat 
riotism, morality, intellige —— n of wealth, hig!) 
social and commercial position, and of powerful in 
tluence—will result in the furthe r and fuller devel 
opment of the varied sources of wealth in all the 
States of the Union. We trust, especially, that Old 
Virginia shall reap her share in the general harvest. 
That, however, depends upon the impressions mad 
upon the dist inguished visitors in regard to our ma 
terial resources, facilities for transportation, and 
the character of our population ; which latter em 
braces the intelligence, morality, enterprise, indus 
try, skill, hospitality, socié al se ntit nentsand p slitic al 
opinions of our peop 

** We have reference “to the following fact +, which 
until satisfactorily contradicte l or explained we 
shall believeato be established: 

“That neither the military commander of the di 
trict and staff, nor the mayor of the city, nor the 
members of the common ¢ ounce il as councilmen, nor 
any Federal officeholder, nor any State office shoide r, 
being a Republican, nor any priv: ite citizen, being 
a Davehiiags, wureten ited to participate in making 
arrangements for the eeees of the board, or in- 
vited to participate in balls, banquets, excursions, 
or any other festivity in honor of the n: itional board. 

‘Nor were the families of such as are above de- 
scribed invited to participate in such festivities ar 
they might have graced and honored as highly 2s 
the highest born and bred Virginian; nay, invita 
tions were not even extended tothe families of thos« 
Republicans who had the honor of entertaining at 
their private houses members of the board and thei: 
families. 

‘Nay, more, we learn that the Chamber of Com 
merce of Richmond passed a resolution in effect a 
follows: 

‘That whereas the officers of the various branch 
of government, Federal, State, and city, not bein 
representatives of our people: 

Le it resolved, That they ve not inviicd to partici 
pate in doing honor to the N 





ational Board of Trad 


‘Which resolution, we believe, was the occasion 
of the apparent neglect of the common counetl t 
offer the hospitalities of the city to the Board of 
‘I rade. 

And all this happeningin a community claiming 


to be for all practic al purposes recon tructed, pre- 
pared to forget the past and enter the Union 5 a 
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«pirit of ‘true republicanism,’ true ‘loilty,’ true 
brotherly love, true devotion to the great interests of 
Virginia, trueequaiity, true devotion to the Federal 
| nion—and, above all, with an eminently true devo- 
tion to General Grant; not taking into account their 
true love and respect for the Congress of the United 
States at this critical juncture ; all this happening 
in a community which repels with inagnificent scorn 
the contemptible insinuation that the people of Vir- 
ginia do not cordially and sincerely welcome all 
northern men who come to live among us, be their 
political sentiments what they may.’’ 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I see that 
the reading of this article from a Richmond 
paper pleases my friends on the Democratic 
ide of the House, their idea evidently being 
that, it is a trivial matter to bring in here as 
evidence of the spirit of the people of Virginia. 
Ordinarily it would be so, but you must remem- 
ber that this convention held in the city of Rich- 
mond was anational convention of commercial 
men from northern States as well as southern 
States, who wentthere with their eyes and their 
ears open for the purpose of learning the spirit 
of the people among whom they temporarily 
And if that paper published in the 
very locality may be received as evidence, 
there was nothing there to assure northern men 
who may want to take these people back into 
political, commercial, and social affiliation. 

But | hold in my hand evidence more tangi- 
ble than that of daily newspaper articles. It is 
a law now in force in Virginia, but which was 
80 odious, so barbarous, that the military com- 
mandant (General Terry) of that district caused 
its execution to be suspended. But it was sus- 
pended only by military law, and were military 
force removed the act would be in force to-day. 
It is called the vagrant act, and virtually reés- 
tablishes slavery. It reads as follows: 

An act providing for the punishment of 
vagrants, passed January 15, 1866. 

Whereas it is represented to the General Assembly 
that there hath Jately been a great increase of idle 
and disorderly persons in some parts of this Common- 
wealth, and unless some stringent laws are passed to 
restrain and prevent such vagranecy and idleness the 
State will be overrun with dissolute and abandoned 
characters, to the great detriment of the public weal: 
hor remedy whereof, 

|. Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That the 
overseers of the poor, or other oflicers having charge 
ofthe poor, or the special county police, or the police 
of 


were, 


Cnapr,. 28. 


any corporation, or any one or more of such per- 
ns, shall be, and are hereby, empowered and re- 
quired, upon discovering any vagrant or vagrants 
within their respective counties or corporations, to 
inake information thereof to anyjustice of the peace 
of their county or corporation, and to requirea war- 
rant for apprehending such vagrant or vagrants, to 
be brought Se him or some other justice; and if 
upon due examination it shall appear that the per- 
son or persons are within the true description of a 
vagrant, as hereinafter mentioned, such justice shall, 
by warrant under his hand, order such vagrant or 
vagrants to be employed in labor for any term not 
exceeding three months, and by any constable of 
such county or corporation to be hired out for the 
vest wages that can be procured; to be applied, ex 
cept as hereafter provided, for the use of the vagrant 
or his family, as ordered by the justice; and if any 
uch vagrant or vagrants shall during such time of 
service, without sufficient cause, run away from the 
person so employing him orthem, he or they shall be 
apprehended onthe warrant of ajustice and returned 
to the custody of such hirer, who shall have, free of 
any further hire, the services of said vagrant for one 
month in addition to the original term of hiring; and 
said employer shall then have the power, if author- 
ized by the justice, to work said vagrant confined 
with ball and chain; or should said hirer decline to 
receive again said vagrant, then said vagrant shall 
ho taken by the officer upon the order of a justice to 
the poor or work-house, if there be any such in said 
county or corporation, and be delivered to the over 
eer or superintendent, who shall work said vagrant 
tor the benefit of said county or corporation; or if 
avuthorized by the justice to work him confined with 
ball and chain for the period for which he would have 
had to serve his late employer had he consented to 
receive him again; or should there be when said 
runaway vagrant is apprehended any public work 
f£01Dg On in said county or corporation, then said va- 
grant, upon the order ofa justice, shall be delivered 
over by said officer to the superintendent of such 
publio work, who shall, for the like last-mentioned 
period, work said vagrant on said publie works con- 
fined with ball and chain, if so authorized by the 
justice. Butif there be no poor or work-house in 
said county or corporation,and no public work then 
in progress therein, then, in that event, said justice 
may cause said vagrant to be delivered to any person 
who will take charge of him, said person to have 
his services free of charge, except maintenance, 
fora like last-mentioned period; and said person 
sO receiving said vagrant is hereby empowered, 


if authorised by the justice, to work said va- | 
grant confined with ball and chain; or should no | 


such person be found, then said vagrant is to be 
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committed to the county jail, there to be confined for | 


the like period, and fed on bread and water. But 
the persons described as the fifth class of vagrants, 
in eh second section of this act, may be arrested 
without warrant by the special county or corpora- 
tion police, and when so arrested shall be taken be- 
fore a justice, who shall proceed to dispose of them 
in the mode prescribed in this section, or may at 
once direct them to be committed to prison fora 
period not exceeding three months, to be kept in 
close confinement and fed on bread and water. 

2. The following-described persons shall be liable 
to the penalties imposed by law npon vagrants: 

Jiret. All persons who shall unlawfully return into 
any county or corporation whence they have been 
legally removed, 

Second. All persons who not having wherewith to 
maintain themselves and their families live idly and 
without employment, and refuse to work for the 
usual! and common wages given toother laborers in 
the like work in the place where they then are. 

Third. All persons who shall refuse to perform the 
work which shall be allotted to them by the overseers 
of the poor, as aforesaid. 

Fourth, All persons moving about from door to 
door, or placing themselves in streets, highways, or 
other roads to bee alms, and all other persons wan- 
dering abroad and begging, unless disabled or inca- 
pable of labor. 


Fifth. All persons who shall come from any place , 


without this Commonwealth to any place within it, 
andshall be found loitering and residing therein, and 
shall follow no labor, trade, occupation or business, 
and have no visible means of subsistence and can 
give no reasonable account of themselves or their 
business in such place. 

3. All eosts and expenses incurred shall be paid 
out of the hire of such vagrant if sufficient; and if 
not sufficient, the deficiency shall be paid by the 
county or corporation. 

t. This act shall be in force from its passage. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
when the law was passed ? 

Mr. PALMER. In 1866. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. During the reign of 
Andrew Johnson. Does not the gentleman 


I would like to ask 


from Iowa know that the present constitution | 


of Virginia, when approved by Congress and | 


put in force, will nullify that act? And if the 
gentleman desires to get rid of those bad laws 
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man from Illinois will yet learn, that there wa; 
a local Legislature in Virginia the samo q. 
there has been in each of the other unrecg 
structed States under the reconstruction law. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Nosuchthine. ~ 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I was ‘Reine 
yn to speak of the evidences of the presen 
disloyal sentiment of the people of Virginia. 
There are now in the State prison at Richmo», 
six hundred inmates. Four fifths of that nu. 
ber are blacks. The military authorities hay, 
been compelled in hundreds of cases to inter 
fere to prevent outrages upon blacks in thy, 
administration of the civil law. Evidence ha 
been furnished to me from which I could proy, 
that men have been sentenced to imprisonmey: 
there for terms of three, four, and five year 
for the trivial offense of stealing half a bushe! 
of meal, and they would have had to serve oy 
their terms of imprisonment but for the coup. 
termanding orders issued by the military com. 
mandant. The people who have the spirit 
thus to tyrannize over the blacks of that State 
are the ones into whose hands you commit the 
administration of the government of that Stat; 
if this bill shall pass both Houses. The pres. 
ent military commandant in Virginia will tel| 
you if you will ask him officially, or he wil| 
tell you if you ask him unofficially, that it wa; 
with great difficulty that he could find mey 
enough to serveas sheriffs and other civil officers 
in some of the counties, for the reason that 
threats were made against them that if they 
qualified their lives even would not be secure. 
This has been the case within the last year 
when these men expected to come here an 
ask admission to representation in this Ha 
and in the Senate. 

More than this, it is known that the blacks 


as 


n- 


} 
A 
i" 
il 


_in the States which have been reconstructed 
are voters, and they ought to be qualified by 


in Virginia, made before the rebellion and dur- | 
ing the reign of Andrew Johnson, the best way | 


will be to set up that constitution which is anti- 
slavery and secures equal rights to all without 
distinetion of color. 

‘That is the way to get rid of the bad laws. 
It is said that black men are not called to sit 
as jurors,and why? BecauseVirginia is under 
military rule and the old laws of Virginia are 
still in force; and that will be the case till the 
guide, the action of the Legislature of Virginia. 
constitution recently adopted comes in force. 

Mr. PALMER. 
what clause of the constitution annuls it? 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. ‘That provision of 


Will the gentleman state | 


education to be intelligent voters. What is 
the spirit of the whites of Virginia toward th, 
blacks in their midst on this subject of educa- 
tion? Sir, after the so-called Conservatives had 
accepted the aid of the blacks and had gon: 
side by side with them to the polls, it woul! 
have been no more than decent on the part 

the former to have extended every possi}! 

encouragement in the way of education to tl 
latter. What have they done? They have no 
afforded a single dollar of aid for the establish 
ment of common schools for either the black 

or the whites. On the other hand, you find 


that a military school in the city of Lexington, 


the constitution which secures equality of civil | 
and political rights of all men before the law, | 


and requires thatall officers of the State of Vir- 
ginia shall swear that they will accept the doc- 
trine of equality of rights of all men before the 
law without distinction of color. 

Mr. PALMER. If that is all the guarantee 
the gentleman has it is a very poor guarantee. 
Before I get through I will try to show him 
that we have had a superabundance of that 
sort of guarantees in the southern States al- 
ready alleged to be reconstructed, and which 
fail to protect the property and liberties and 
lives of the citizens of those States. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will the gentleman 


where the Federal flag is only kept floating by 
Iederal military force, and where the rebe: 
youth of the South are taught to worship th: 
memory of the ‘‘ lost cause, ’’ receives the aid 
of an annual appropriation of $15,000 for its 


support from the Virginia treasury. You will 


find that there is an annuity also from the pub 
lic treasury for the support of the institutio: 
over which presides the head of the rebel army, 
Robert E. Lee. You will also find a public 


| annuity, and a liberal one, for the support of 


tell me how he proposes to get rid of that law | 


of 1866 unless the State is admitted ? 
Mr. PALMER. 
man thatif that people down there are anxious 


I will state to the gentle- | 


to show that they acceptin good faith the spirit | 
as well as the letter of the thirteenth and four- || 


teenth amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, to say nothing about the fif- 
teenth, they would long ago have voluntarily 
repealed that law, instead of compelling the 
military authorities down there to suspend it 
by force. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Why, does not the 
gentleman know that they have had no Legis- 
lature since that time to repeal the law? How 
are they going to repeal a law without a Legis- 


lature ? 
Mr. PALMER. I supposed, and the gentle- 


} 
i! 


_the university at Charlottesville, all for th: 


benefit of the men who are the ruling class, 


| the rebels of Virginia; but not a dollar, not « 


farthing for the blacks of that State. 

These are some of the evidences of the spir' 
of that people whose representatives you pro: 
pose to bring back here into these Halls o! 
Congress, to make laws not only for the peo 


| ple of Virginia, but also for the constituencies 


you represent. 

It seems to me that if gentlemen would stop 
to look at recent developments in even the 
best of the reconstructed States, they would 
pause before casting their votes for the admis- 
sion of Virginia upon any conditions. I have 
no doubt the people down there would accep" 
of any oaths you might present to them, iron 
clad or otherwise. I remember very well tha! 
soon after the close of the war the Legislature 
of Georgia elected as one of its United State: 
Senators the vice president of the+southern 
confederacy; and knowing very well that he 
would have to take an oath that would amoun' 
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to periury if he should take it, he had the as- 
surance to present himself in Washington with 
his credentials, which were presented in the 
Senate of the United States and there laid 
upon the table. I know from what I have 
read in the papers within the last few days that 
‘n the Legislature of Georgia, just reconvened 
under the recent act of Congress, two men who 
could not take the oath without perjury pre- 
sented themselves and took the oath. Oaths 
merely are uo barriers between loyalty and 
disloyalty. ‘The spirit of fidelity to legal oaths 
and the power and the disposition to enforce 
cuch fidelity are the guarantees for which alone 
we should look. . 

Mr. MAYHAM. Will the gentleman from 
lowa [Mr. Paumer] allow me to ask him a 
question? 

“Mr. PALMER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MAYHAM. Dol understand trom the 
argument of the gentleman that he is opposed 
to the admission of Virginia to representation 
in Congress under any circumstances ? 

Mr. PALMER. For the present, lam; and 
| will give my reasons before I get through. 

Mr. MAYHAM. Will the gentleman, in giv- 
ing those reasons, explain the second section 
of the first article of the Constitution of the 
United States, which directly and positively 
provides that Virginia shall be represented in 
Congress? 

Mr. PALMER. Oh! yes; we heard all 
about that this afternoon in the speech of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Woop.] | 
will give the reasons which ought to convince 
the gentleman himself that Virginia ought not 
now to be readmitted to representation in 
Congress. 

Tennessee came into the Union in 1866. She 
was the best of all the rebel States. She came 
in a spirit of loyalty that has not been shown 
so freely and voluntarily by any other State. 
In what condition is Tennessee to-day ? 


Last | 


August there was a State election for the choice | 


of State officers and members of the Legislature. 
Lieutenant Governor Senter (then acting Gov- 
ernor, having succeeded W. G. Brown ow, ) 
was the candidate of the so-called Conservatives 
for Governor, and General Stokes, a member 


of this House, the candidate of the loyalists. | 


There is a provision of the constitution of ‘'en- 


nessee—the same constitution which was ap- | 


proved by Congress in 1866—that no man who 


bore arms against the Government of the Uni- | 


ted States in the late rebellion shall be deemed, 
until the expiration of a certain number of 
years, an elector in that State. A law for the 
enrollment of legal voters preceding each elec- 
tion was passed by the first Legislature con- 


vened under that constitution, and the Gov- | 


ernor was authorized to appoint and Governor | 


Browntow did appoint county commissioners 
of registration to enroll such voters. Acting 
Governor Senter, as the price for Conservative 
support, turned out nearly all the commission- 
ers of registration appointed by his predeces- 
sor and appointed known, avowed rebels in- 
stead. How faithfully these newly-appointed 
registrars discharged the unlawful trusts com- 
mitted to them may be inferred from the official 
figures of the elections of 1868 and 1869. 


In 1868 General Grant received, in round | 
numbers, fifty-six thousand votes, and Horatio | 


Seymour twenty-six thousand, Grant’s major- 
ity over Seymour being thirty thousand. Gen- 
eral STroxkgs, asthe candidate of the party which 
supported General Grant, received only about 
fifteen hundred votes less than the presidential 
candidate of his party. 
so-called Conservatives, but really rebels, re- 
ceived not merely the vote which Seymour 
received the year before, but in all one hun- 
dred and nineteen thousand ! 
these additional ninety-three thousand votes? 
Krom the men who were in the rebel armies 
during the war and who were disfranchised 
by the constitution of Tennessee. By this 
avalanche of fraud of course the rebel State 
ticket and an overwhelming majority of the 


The candidate of the | 


Whence came | 


rebel candidates for the Legislature were 
elected. Of course, about the tirst act of the 
Legislature after its assemblage was the rejec- 
tion of the fifteenth amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United § Lhen followed 
acts repealing laws for the punishment of Ku- 
klux Klans and other bands of rebel murder- 
ers, for the support of schools for the blacks, 
und an act authorizing the election of dele 
gates to a convention for a revision of the con- 
stitution. 


pretense o! 


ol tates. 


ln the election of delegates all 
’ observance ' statute or funda- 
mental law touching the qualification of voters 
was abandoned ; loyal men made no attempt to 
struggle against the overwhelming number of 
rebels admitted to the ballot-box, and of the 
delegates declared elected three fourths were 
men disfranchised under the constitution of 
lennessee, and disqualified from holding office 
under the fourteenth amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. The conven- 
tion met on Monday last, and to preserve the 
consistency of the series of outrages com- 
menced upon legality and loyalty in August 
last, elected au unpardoned rebel general as 
president of that body; and a resolution pro- 
viding for an administration of an “oath of 
fidelity to the Constitution of the United States 
was laid on the table. 

What do you cali allthis? I call it usurpa- 
tion, revolution, effected, indeed, without the 
formal organization of armies, but revolution 
just as effectual in its obliteration of the rights 
and privileges of the loyal men of Tennessee, 


ot 


| 


white as well as black, as if it had been accom- | 


plished by bullets and bayonets. 

Mr. STILKES. 
putting Tennessee out of the Union too? 

Mr. PALMER. ‘The gentleman will gather 
from my remarks before 1 get through what I 
propose to do with Tennessee. It is a good 
time to have this whole question of recoustruc- 
tion aired. 


You have, then, as the result of the electi 


eiecil 


| in that State just what you had when that State 


was taken out of the Union by secession. The 
difference is, that in this case it was taken out 
by treachery first and by usurpation afterward. 
It this condition of lawlessness and rebel con- 


on | 


Is the gentleman in favor of 


quest is to exist in that State; if it is to be | 
| recognized as local law and local government, 


tell me how many loyal men will come here as 
Representatives from Tennessee to the lorty- 
Second Congress? I tell gentlemen that not a 
man will come here from that State as a Repre- 
sentative who dare call himself a loyal man if 
that election held in August last shall be recog- 
nized as a valid election ; and if disloyalty may 
be voted up and loyalty voted down by a de- 
fiance of all forms of constitutional law in that 
State, it may be done in any other of yourStates. 

Why, sir, if this Congress could pass, as it 
did, a law denying Georgia representation upon 
this floor because her Legislature expelled 
twenty-six or twenty-seven men on the score 
of color from their seats in that body; if for 
the action of the Legislature of Georgia in 
that respect you could exclude from this floor 
the delegation from that State, I think you 
can take cognizance of the petitions which 
come here for the reéstablishment of lawful 
authority in Tennessee. I think you will have 
to do it before the close of this session of Con- 


| gress, because the whole principle of repub- 


lican government is involved in this question. 
Until it shall be determined by congressional 
action whether the confederate or the I’ederal 


| 


| lowa. 
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Georgia, made the statement that during the few 
weeks embraced in the last presidential cam 

paign in the counties bordering upon the Sa 

vannah river in the district which he represents 
there were three hundred loyal men, white and 
black, murdered by rebel assassins who came 
over from the State of Georgia. These citizen 

were murdered for no other reason than be 

cause of their political belief, because they were 
loyal men, because they had expressed a de 

termination to vote for loyal candidates for 
office. And the murderers of those Union 
men go unpunished to-day. 

In the report made by the military com 
mandant down there no longer ago than last 
summer, he tells you that in many countie 
in that State there is nocivil government. In 
that report, made by a military oflicer in n 
sense a partisan, for these military men are not 
as a rule partisaps except as they come in 
contact with the enemies of their country and 
their country’s flag, the opinion is expressed 
that the State of Georgia may have to come 
again soon under military rule. It is a ques 
tion, sir, which will come home to members 
upon this floor, whether other States nominally 
reconstructed may not yet have to come unde: 
military rule if Union men down there are 
tohave any protection for property, liberty, 
and life. 

1 um well aware that many of the political 
friends with whom I act say if we vote to keep 


ta 


|| Virginia out of the Union we shall lose th 


ratification of the fifteenth amendment of the 
Constitution, and if we lose that amendment 
now we do not know what dangers the future 
may have in store for it. I appreciate the 
force of that suggestion. I come from a State 


| which when there was doubt, when there wa 
hesitancy on the part of the Republican party 


| floor from States where there cannot 


on the subject of negro suffrage, exhibited no 
indecision nor equivocation as to what was its 
dutyinthat regard. I come from a State where 
Republicans early proclaimed not only the right 
but the righteousness of suffrage to the blacks; 
where the people voluntarily amended their 
constitution by striking out the word ‘* white”’ 
by a majority of more than twenty-four thou 
sand votes. 

[ appreciate the anxiety of men here on th 
be a 
favorable action on this subject as there was in 
[ appreciate their anxiety to have thi 
question settled by an amendment to the Con 
stitution of the United States, so that hereaft 
there shall be no further power for unjust dis 
crimination in the exercise of political right 
on account of color, and that this great boo 


to a wronged race shall be no longer denied. 


1} lil 


But, sir, | also appreciate the fact that there 
is a consideration above evenall this; and th 
able gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Logan, | 
the brave soldier and the eloquent advocate ot 
Unionism, to-day on this floor struck the key 
note of this subject. He told you that you 
might put in your oaths and your condition 
in this Virginia bill, but that they would b: 
<e so many cobwebs unless they were im 
peratively enforced. He asked the pertinent 
question: after you have made these constitu 
tional guarantees will you have the power to 
enforcethem? The day may come, as he well 
said, when there may not be a Republican 
majority on this floor or in the other branch 


| of Congress to enforce your precautionary con- 


| ditions. 


If you admit Virginia and Missi 


| sippi and Texas, as many of my Republican 


flag shall float in Tennessee I, for one, as a || 


Representative upon this floor, will not vote for 


| the admission of Virginia on any terms. 


Legislature. 


There is another consideration connected 
with this subject. You are not yet done with 
the State of Georgia. Look at the spirit of 
mob-law evinced in the popular branch of that 
Is that the spirit which you ex- 
pect from the people down there? I recollect 
that one of the Representatives from South 
Carolina, [ Mr. Hoax, ] in the remarks which he 
made upon the bill for the reconstruction of 


| 


friends seem anxious to do, I ask them what 
guarantee they will have for the presence of 
majority in this House, in the Forty-Second 
Congress, for an enforcement of the condition 
of admission? I do not forget, and none who 
were here ever ought to forget, the scene ex 
hibited in this Chamber on the organization o! 
this House in March last. 

When the Clerk, in the discharge o! his 8 work 
duty, omitted the States of Louisian rand Geo: 
gia from his roll-call there wasa manifestation 
of defiance of all parliamentary authority by 








x 
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the Democratic side of the House, which con- 
tinued until the Clerk by his patient firmness 
fairly wore out the turbulence of the anarchists. 
Suppose, a year from next March, when the 
members of the House of Representatives of the 
l‘orty-Seeond Congress shall assemble, there 
hall be enough of contested seats to make it 
a question which party shall have the control 
of the organization, tell me what assurance you 
have that anything short of military force will 
curb that same element into submission to law- 
ful authority? No man can tell the future of 
this House or of the Government if you permit 
those three States to be readmitted to repre- 
entation here with all the spirit of hate to the 
('nion cause in the hearts of the people which 
: manifest in all their acts. 

‘ell me, my Republican friends, if you are 
willing to answer for results if after a restora- 
ion of the three remaining seceded States to 
full political power, and the important acces- 
sion of strength which will be thus given to 
ihe northern allies of southern rebels, a sys- 
movement should be made to nullify 
the fifteenth amendment on the pretense that 

ratification was secured by duress? And 
if that amendment may be made inoperative 
on this pretense, why not the fourteenth and 


femahic 


_ have an Executive who possesses the head and 
the heart and the arm to faithfully, impartially 
execute the laws? I answer, no man has a 
higher admiration for nor more abiding conifi- 
dence in President Grant than I. 

But I remember that on the morning of the 

| 14th of April, 1865, we had an Executive equally 
honored and trusted and loved, but that on the 
morning of the 15th of April, 1865, we had no 
such Executive, for his soul had been sent into 
eternity by the bullet of a rebel assassin. Who 
can say that with one of the three departments 
of the General Government already in the prac- 
tical interest of the so-called Conservatives; 

_ with one branch of another liable to fall into 
similar hands, and with only two human lives 
between the rebel leaders and a possession 
anew of the third department, and thus of the 
supreme control of the Iederal administra- 
tion—who can say that he regards the individ- 


ual or governmental rights of Unionists secure? | 


You may call these declarations whatever 
you please; I know that the spirit of hatred of 
our people, our laws, and our theory of gov- 
ernment rankles as bitterly now in the hearts 
of the governing classes of the States asking 


|| readmission us on the day when the first gun 


the thirteenth amendments? And at last, what | 


hall be the barrier against the attempt to put 
n practical force the broad theory of the Dem- 
ocratic party, North and South, that the entire 
legislation of Congress since the spring of 1861 
has been that of a fragment of a legislative 
department ? 

This question of reconstruction, which is 
now practically before us, does not alone affect 
the people of Virginia, nor Mississippi, nor 
Lexas. 
honor in part to represent, and every other 
State which voluntarily bore the heavy bur- 
dens of war in defense of our national cause. 
\y, it affects the very existence of the Gov- 
ernment itself. We were told to-day by the 
able gentleman from Chio, [Mr. Lawrence, ] 
vho advocated the passage of the bill reported 
by the committee, that under your thirteenth, 
fourteenth, and fifteenth amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States the condi- 
tions imposed by this proposed act for the ad- 
mission of Virginia would enforce themselves ; 
that thus they would be upon the statute-books 
ofthe country, and that the judicial and exec- 
itive departments of the Government would be 
directly charged with their faithful execution. 
| do not doubt the sincerity of the gentleman 
from Ohio. 
confidence and security, but I do not. 

My observation of the progress of reconstruc- 
tion in the South has taught me that oaths, 


It affects the State which I have the | 


i wish I could share his feeling of | 


and statutes, and fundamental laws are unre- | 
liable guarantees forthe good faith ofthe masses | 


of the leaders who precipitated the South into 
rebellion. You may pile your conditions of 
readmission mountain high, Alps on Alps, and 
vet if the terrible lessons staring us in the face 
from Tennessee and Georgia and Louisiana 
are to be aecepted for our instruction and 
guidance—and how can we honestly ignore 
them ?—we shall be driven to the conclusion 
that the moment the power to enforce these 
conditions shall pass from our hands they will 
be thrown back into our faces in the bitterness 
of treasonable defiance. 

_ L entertain no spirit of revenge for the con- 
federates of the South. I bear no spirit of 
malice toward their allies in the North. Iam 
only pleading for the protection of the loyal 
people, black and white, in the South and in 
the North who saved your Government in war 
and who have rescued it from a greater peril 
since the close of the war. Do you say you 
have the l’ederal judiciary as a guarantor of na- 
tional republican liberty? Lanswer that there 
are to-day only two members of the Supreme 
Court of the United States who are in full ac- 
cord with the masses by whose support the 


|, political opinions. 


was opened upon our flag. And when the rec- 
ord of that party in the North calling itself 


Democratic is taken into account for the last |} 
four years ; its justification of secession origin- | 
ally; its defense of the cause of rebellion as it | 


progressed; its sorrow for the cause when it 
| was lost; its frauds upon an honest franchise 
| like those in New York, which silenced the 
voice of its Union electors in the Electoral 
College in 1868, who can wonder that the se- 
curity of the Union cause should not to me 
look undeniably assured? 

Are gentlemen confident in the belief that 
reconstruction is working itself out satisfac- 
torily in other States than ‘Tennessee and 
Georgia? Look at the results in the State of 


Louisiana! Atthe presidential election, a year 


ago last fall, in the city of New Orleans, Gen- 
eral Grant should have received 20,000 votes. 
How many did he recieve? Just 276 votes, 
and no more! Why? Because there were 
fraud and intimidation and violence and mur- 
der. In the week of registration preceding 
the election a hundred and fifty Union men 
were assassinated in that city because of their 


cure, if possible, a fair election. 

If events such as I have thus briefly noticed 
may be enacted in the States of Tennessee and 
Georgia and Louisiana will they not be re- 
peated in Virginia and Mississippi and Texas? 
f have failed to see any more convincing evi- 
dences of Unionism in these three States than 
in the three above named. Most especially 

| do I distrust Virginia. I remember very well 
that it was upon Virginia soil that the first 
army of the rebellion was organized for the 
overthrow of the I’ederal capital. It was upon 
Virginia soil that the rebel capital was estab- 


barbarous inhumanity was practiced upon our 
| defenseless prisoners. The daily departure of 
hundreds of loyal blacks from the soil of Vir- 


commentary on the Unionism of the Old Do- 
minion. 
These considerations, Mr. Speaker, will com- 
pel me to vote against the bill reported by the 
| Committee on Reconstruction, unless there can 
| be an opportunity afforded to vote for its post- 
ponement until after the problems of Tennes- 

see and Georgia shall be solved satisfactorily— 
say until next March or April. If there can 
be no opportunity secured for a vote for post- 
ponement, I for one shall vote against the bill, 
even though it will compel me to vote with my 
Democratic friends. 

| Now, sir, if any gentleman thinks I have 


present loyal administration of the general || shown a spirit of malignity in this diseussion 


Government was secured. 


Do you say you |! he does me injustice. 


Personally, I am will- 


This was done in the very | 
presence of a military force sent there to se- | 


lished. It was upon Virginia soil that the most 


ginia, in anticipation of the persecutions which 
will closely follow admission, is a sufficient 





— 
ing to be magnanimous even toward men wh, 


| may call themselves my foes. That is my righ, 


as an individual. But I am herein the cana. 
city of a Representative, and I have no righ; 


_by my magnanimity to put in jeopardy th. 


| protection of men in the southern States who 


under privation, persecution, everything shor; 
of death, battled against secession until the, 
could have a chance by marching hundreds oj 


| miles, as some of them did, to join the Unio, 


armies and fight beneath the folds of the Unio, 
flag, under the belief that when reéstablishe; 
that flag would be their wgis. I have no rig); 


| by my vote to help remand those men, black 


or white, into the condition they would have 
been in had rebellion been successful. That js 
what Republicans will practically do when they 


| shall vote for the admission of the three up. 


reconstructed States. 

The fundamental error which is committed 
on this question is in the failure to discriminate 
between the rights of a State which has by its 
voluntary crimes forfeited its equality of pre 
rogatives in the Union and a State which has 
not. A citizen of the United States, guiltless 
of crime, may to-day stand as the equal of 
kings in his right to demand the exercise ot 
all the powers of Government in protection 


|| of his property, his liberty, and his life. To. 








rng ge 


morrow, by the commission of crime, he may 
have forfeited his right to the possession of 
either life or liberty or property. The full, com 

plete integrity of all the States to the principles 
of republican liberty is enjoined by one of thi 

original provisions of the l’ederal Constitution ; 
and the impartial protection of all the rights ot 
sach citizen, without regard to color or condi- 
tion, is one of the important guarantees of the 
fourteenth amendment. It is the duty of th 
Federal Congress to see that these constitu- 
tional provisions, old and new, are faithfully 
enforced. Other gentlemen must judge fo 
themselves how much Virginia and Mississipp 


| and Texas and Georgia and Tennessee, as now 


constituted, will aid in this work. 
What constitutes the strength of a State‘ 


| Not extended territory, nor superiority of 
' number of inhabitants, nor strength of war 


like armaments on land or sea, nor financial 
credit, nor even patriotic devotion; for all 
these we had during the late four years’ war, 
and weshould have failed had we not possessed 
as the basis of governmental detense the 
broadest recognition of the principles of hu- 
man equality and human liberty. With that 
recognition reflected from the bayonets of our 
soldiery and embodied in all tangible acts of 


| national authority, the liberty-loving masses 





enjoy the same privileges and rights as older 
| members here. 


of the world became our allies, and from the 
lowly cabins of the slaves in the South, and 
beneath the thatched roofs of the cottages of 
the poor on every mountain top and in every 
valley of all Europe, prayers ascended to the 
great Leader of armies and the Ruler of 
nations for the success of our cause, and suc- 
cess was achieved. Let not what was thus 


| secured by fidelity to liberty in times of war 


be lost by an abandonment of liberty in times 
of peace. 

Mr. AXTELL. I will yield twenty minutes 
of my time to the gentleman from Arkansas, 
[Mr. Rocers. } 

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, those mem- 
bers present who have not been accustomed 
to public speaking, and who remember the 
time when they first attempted to address an 
assembly like this, can readily appreciate the 
embarrassment under which I labor in attempt- 
ing to address this House to-night. It was my 
purpose to have made a more extended 
speech than I can make at this late hour. 
And let me remark right here that when | 
came here as a Representative of the people o! 
my State to participate in the deliberations ot 
this body, I supposed, as it was my first entrance 
into public life, that I should be permitted to 


{ have sought through this day 
to get the floor in order that I might say some- 


thin 


1870. 


t g upor 
put 1 soug 
v previo 
he floor 
this late h 
of the Ho 
cies are fa 
the House 
before you 
Mr. Spe 
to-day upt 
me tell yo 
try but rec 
during the 
heen perh 
member u 
my frien¢ 
watched, 
struction - 
ent time, 
some of 
come of it 
iny stron: 
Now, le 
nd see W 
we may { 
matter. 
most gige 
in the we 
, war We 
qrovernm 
had mys 
my sympé 
determine 
close of t 
| haveak 
tion from 
n my ow 
the subje 
‘all your 
‘ther bra 
But Iw: 
thatfivey 
ment, to 
| do not | 
that Gov 
After fou 
inee the 
still rem 
forward | 
ie this Cc 
| appre 
from any 
rentleme! 
ernment. 
which the 
the end 8 
fore they 
party pur 
But Ia 
what. I 
upon this 
| have se 
South ; I 
of the eon 
of my hes 
once for 
such a ¥ 
party nov 
usually a 
other wa 
for the ss 
upon thi 
cost of t 
| remem 
might gi 
their des 
down thr 
resting 1 
this Hou 
responsi 
perpetua 
the lates 
But ar 
after yee 
States s' 
military 
nied thei 
fathers s 











1870. 


ng upon the question now before the House, 
| sought in vain, because I was told that 
previous arrangements the occupation of 
‘floor was fixed for the day; and now at 
» hour of the night, when the patience 
[ouse is worn out and when my ener- 


7, 
ei 

' 
A 


ho 


5 i 


18 late 
the I 


ies are fagged, [am compelled to come before || ment no one party can have control of the 


‘he House with such remarks as | can throw 
efore you. ; 
Mr. Speaker, very much has been said here 
‘o-day upon the subject of reconstruction. Let 
. tell you that I come from a section of coun- 
«v but recently reconstructed. My experience 
inring the troubles of the last five years has 
.n perhaps as extended as that of any other 
member upon this floor. I have watched, as 
friend from Jowa [Mr. Patmer] has 
watched, the progress of this subject of recon- 
truction from its first inception until the pres- 


iu 


ent time, and I think I am prepared to give | 


me of the weak points as well as suggest 
come of its strong points, if it so be that it has 
y strong points. 
Now, let us look at 


by ; 
this subject fora moment 


| see what is proposed here, in order that | 


may go slong understandingly upon this 
atter. Live years have elapsed since the 


ost gigantic war that was ever inaugurated | 


n the world ceased to exist in this country ; 
war waged with a view to perpetuate 
Covernment of the United States: a war that 
had my sanction, my hearty coiiperation, and 
my sympathies from the hour the Government 
etermined to put down the rebeilion until the 
ose of that war. Weil, sir, I have said that 
i have a knowledge ofthis subject of reconstruc- 
in from absolute observation and experience 
n my own State. And it is to that branch of 
the subject that I propose more particularly to 
all your attention to-night rather than to any 
er branch of the subject. 
But Iwas talking about this war, and the fact 
that five years have elapsed and still the Govern- 
ent, todefend and maintain which we placed 
| do not know how many soldiers in the field, 
at Government is not yet fully restored. 
er four years of war and five years of effort 
ce the war the Government of this country 
till remains disrupted, and gentlemen come 
rward here to-night and talk about still leav- 
this country in this state of disruption. 
| apprehend this idea of delay doesnot come 


m any particular disposition upon the part of 


rentlemen to delay the restoration of the Gov- 
ernment. But they see that by the very plan 
which they have inaugurated they may not in 
the end succeed in retaining power, and there- 
ore they desire to defer restoration for purely 
rty purposes. It seems so to me at any rate. 
But I am wandering from the subject some- 
what. Ihave seen much, I have thought much 
upon this subject of reconstruction in the South. 
| have seen its effects upon the people of the 
South ; I have seen its effects in the legislation 
of the country, and now from the very bottom 
of my heart I desire to sce this question settled 
once for all. And if it cannot be settled in 
such a way as to inure to the benefit of the 
party now in power, and with which party I have 
usually acted, then let it be settled in some 


other way; for whenever I forget patriotism | 


for the sake of party | hope I may cease to live 
upon this earth. Sir, when I remember the 
cost of this Government to our fathers, when 


| remember their sacrifices in order that they || 


might give that Government in charge to us, 
their descendants, to perpetuate it and hand it 
down through all time, | feel a responsibility 
resting upon me, and I think every man in 
this House should feel resting upon him the 
responsibility of maintaining that trust and 
perpetuating this Government unimpaired to 
the latest generation. 

Butare wedoing that? Do not wesee to-day, 
after years of blood and strife, three of the 
States still dismembered, still controlled by 
military authority, where the people are de- 
nied their sovereign right, the right which our 
fathers secured for us, of making laws to gov- 


the | 
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ern themselves? Why is this? 


1 Why does this 
state of things exist? 


I fear from the indica- 


|| tions I have seen that it is the result of party. 


And I was glad to hear to-day my friend from 
[illinois [Mr. Locan] remark that we ought to 


| legislate outside of party, for in this Govern- 


| rise above party. 


Government for very long at a time, and then 
with the rod which we prepared to break the 
heads of this Democratic party they will turn 
and break our heads into pieces. Then, sir, 
standing upon right, upon the principles of the 
Constitution as expounded by our great law- 
givers and as understood by our fathers, we 
shall do no wrong; and whether the Demo- 
cratic party shall be in power or the Republican 
party in power all is safe; the Government is 
secure, and those who come after us will find 
everything conducive to their happiness. pros- 
perity, and security. 

Sir, I hold that we can and that we ought to 
We ought to look to the great 
ideas underlying this Government, and not 
trample upon them, lest we bring upon us 

intold woes. 

Why, sir, if 1 were a stranger in this House, 
if | had come in here for the first time to-night 
and listened to the discussion which has taken 
place, I should suppose that this country was 
in a state of revolution, that war, ‘‘ grim-visaged 


| war,’’ was stalking abroad throughout the land, 


and that efforts were being made here to put 
down this war and overcome the rebellion. 
But, sir, we are told that no war exists. This 
has been a mooted question. The President 


|| of the United States declared some years ago 











that no war existed in the country. ‘‘Peace 
reigns everywhere,’’ said the Chief Executive 
of the nation; and I see that recently the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Missouri said that we have 
peace. Now, sir, when the Governor of Mis- 
souri comes out and makes this declaration in 
the face of the world, after so bitter a struggle 
as is represented to have taken place in that 
region, surely we have peace in the country. 

But, sir, Virginia is the theme, and some 
gentlemen tell us that they are opposed to the 
admission of Virginia upon any terms. I did 
not expect anything else than that some gen- 
tlemen on this floor would oppose anything 
calculated to perpetuate and keep together this 
Union. I have been aware for some time that 
there were in this House disunionists as *‘ vile, 
if you please, as those men who drew their 
swords against the existence of this nation and 
periled their lives until they were forced to lay 
down their arms.’’ Why do you want to keep 
Virginia out? In the name of all that is good 
and all that is great, why may we not settle this 
question now and be done with it? It must be 
met at some time; and what better time will 
there be to give it a fair, just, and equitable 
settlement, one that will give satisfaction to 
the people down there and make them our 
friends, one that will be satisfactory to us 
and which will result in lasting good to the 
entire country ? 

I am astonished at gentlemen when they talk 
as wildly as some of them talk about this ques- 
tion of reconstruction. ‘They talk about over- 
riding Statesand State constitutions with arms 
and forcing the people into subjection as if 
that were a thing tobe lightly spoken of. Why, 
sir, I feel a patriotism above this sordid spirit. 
I have-no patience with the man who would 
not glory if every star of the old flag should be 
restored to its place. It was because I loved 
my country that I periled my life and all that 
I had in the dark days of this Republic, when 
the national sea was rough. And, sir, as I had 
the nerve then to stand up for my country, I 
have the nerveto-night to plead for that policy 
which I believe the best interests of the nation 
demand; and so long as [ live I expect to do 
so, regardless of the yelps of the watch-dogs 
of party as they bark at my heels. I have no 
patience with that miserable tribe of men who 
for the purposes of self-aggrandizement would 
embroil the people of the South in order that 
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upon the strife which they engender they may 
ride into office and come here year after year 
claiming to be Representatives of southern con 
stituencies. Thank God, I represent a co: 
stituency in fact. If I did not I would slink 
away in shame; my friends would discard me 
and my wife would disown me, as I would wi 
her todo. [Laughter. ] 

Sir, I am not solicitous for a seat on this 
floor. In 1864 I came to this House holding 
in my pocket the certificate of the Governor 
of my State; but I did not insist on being ax 
corded a seat. I, with others, was called befor 
the committee of which my friend from Massa 
chusetts [ Mr. Dawes] was chairman. He said 
me, ‘‘ Mr. Rogers, how are things in your 
section of the country? Do youthink you have 
there a government which we ought to recog 
nize ?’’ J told him—and he will confirm the 
statement | now make—that in my judgment 
the thing did not rise to the height of a govern- 
ment. With my certificate in my pocket, and 
knowing that perhaps my seat depended upon 
vhat I said, | walked out of the committee 
room, feeling that whether I obtained a seat 
or not I was a man. 

Now, sir, | am not discussing this question, 
and I know it; for it does not need any dis 
It has been discussed enough. | 
am merely bringing out these things with a 
view to arouse your patriotism, to get you 
above party, to get you to act like men having 
a responsibility, and to remember that your 
forefathers and mine did not act perhaps as 
some would act inthe presentday. They were 
disinterested, and they came up like men to 
the issue, and so should we until we bring the 
Government out of its present predicament. 
Then if we choose to engage in party strife 
we may do so; but we should not do so now. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lincoln uttered a truth, 
and when uttered I did not understand it, 
because I lived down in a ‘‘ benighted’’ country 
in Arkansas, and only had a paper once in a 
while; but that great truth developed itself in 
me in after years. It is this, that this conflict 
of opinion cannot go on without war in this 
country. Let me say now, little as men may 
think of it, unless this conflict ceases, unless 
we allow these States to come in with the same 
rights as the other States in this Union, so long 
as Anglo-Saxon blood courses h the 


to 


cussion. 


throug! 
veins of American citizens, they will not sub 
mit to this eternal strife and turmoil. 

Let me come back to the question of the 
admission of Virginia for a mon Centle- 
men say that they want conditions. In Hea- 
ven’s name, when is this thing to end? I wish 
to give a little of my experience touching this 
thing down at the South. I have been asked, 
‘‘Mr. Rogers, do the people up North mean 
to abide by what they say.’’ For a long time 
I told them that I believed they did mean what 
they said; but latterly I have told them that ] 
was not quite so sure of what I then said, for 
I believe that many of them meant mischief; 
that they did not mean to accept the terms 
when they offered them. I[ wanted to tell the 
truth to the people, and I believe | have done so 
You imposed certain exactions upon the State 
of Virginia. You said thatif she would docer- 
tain things you would admit her into the Union. 
The faith of the Government was pledged to 
the fulfillment of that contract. Virginia has 
dont her part, and now we should do ours. 
The President of the United States, whom you 
have elected, has told you under the sanctity 
of his oath of office, from all the official in 
formation he has been able to obtain, that the 
people of Virginia had faithfully complied with 
the terms proposed by Congress. He has so 
declared to Congress and the country. Not 
withstanding this, gentlemen come up her 
demand the imposition of new conditions. 
the name of Heaven, when is this thing to cease‘ 
That is the question for our determination at 
this time. How can these people again trust 
you when you show that you are disposed to go 
back of your own pledges ? What sort of con- 
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fidence would be put in a banker who told you 
that you should have $1,000 on a certain day, 
and after you had risked your credit told you 
on that day that you should not have it; that 
he merely meant to deceive you and throw you 
into bankruptcy? These men have done their 
part, and they now ask that the Government 

hall do its part. They challenge the House 
and the country to show wherein they have not 
done their part honestly, manfully, and faith- 
fully. Virginia has done her part, and the 
question is now, what shall we do? 

A question was asked the other day which I 
wish to answer, although not pertinent to the 
pending proposition. It was asked what right 
has the General Government to invade a State 
for the purpose of maintaining order. I be- 
lieve the General Government has such aright; 
but that it is one of the doubtful powers and 
ought only to be exercised as a last resort. I 
do not aanounce this as a temptation to gen- 
tlemen, for I see already a disposition on their 
part too readily to exercise that most doubtful 
oint, 

{ Here the hammer fell. | 

Mr. AXTELL resumed the floor. 

Mr. WILLARD. Will the gentleman from 
California [Mr. Axre..] yield to me for a 
moment? 

Mr. AXTELL. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. WILLARD. IL desire to give notice 
that I will move an amendment to strike out 
the preamble in the original bill. 

Mr. AXTELL. Mr. Speaker, the happiest 
omen in this debate is the fact that for some 
of the great truths battled for bythe Democracy 
we are receiving welcome aid from the Repub- 
lican side of the House. 
yielded so much of my hour to the able and 
eloquent gentleman who has just preceeded me. 
And hours, with the Democratic members, so 
far as debate is concerned, are very precious. 


I am gratified that I | 


| expect that in the two years we are to pass | 


liere we will be able to sum up the time occu- 
pied on this floor in debate by members of the 
democratic party in very small figures. Very 
few hours have been allotted to us; and that 
the iron rule has been somewhat relaxed in 


this debate is the most favorable and happy || 


omen that the country has witnessed for many 
long days. 
there is no danger in this relaxation, so that 
(ree discussion may be permitted. 

i stand—and I take pride in saying it—I 
stand here and at all times as a man who has 
always to the best of his ability supported the 
flag of the Union. And there is no honorable 
soldier on this floor or in this country but has 
to-day my profound gratitude and respect for 
the part that he took on the side of this Union 


in defense of my flag, the flag of my fathers ; | 
and I will act with such at all times when I | 


believe them to be in the right, and maintain- 
ing the honor, the dignity, and the perpetuity 
of the Union of these States. 


i am glad that many of those men, and espe- | 


cially those men who fought through the war, 


And I think it will be found that | 
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/ get in motion are still surging and breaking 


at our feet; their force is still felt in this Hall. 

Allow me to say that in my judgment the 
great revolution, the great political revolu- 
tion has just commenced; and I for one am 
thankful that the gentleman from Iowa, [ Mr. 
PaLMER|—for he is a representative man— 
has stated his views as to what will yet be done 
with Tennessee. Jam ghad that the dominant 
party in this House took the course they did 
with respect to Georgia. Iam glad of it, for 
the country will now come to understand that 


it is not merely loyalty to the flag and the | 


Constitution of the country, but that it is 
something deeper and further than this that 
the Republican party demands. 


And it is necessary that there should be solemn 
legislative action, carrying out fully their 


views, on the part of the Republican party, | 


| before the country can fully understand it. 


But when I say that I am glad of their course 


_ it is not because I approve of their course, but 


| take sides. 
of these gentlemen in all measures that shall | 
secure the legitimate and just fruits of this great | 





are coming to-day to say tous, ‘‘If you onyour | 
part, representing as you do aconstituency that | 


differs from us at the polls, if you on your part 
wil! accept in all their length and breadth the 


issues of the war, we on our part will see that | 
no further conditions are exacted than those | 


which were demanded during the struggle.’’ 
The war has passed. I do not mean to say 


that the results of the war ever can pass, or | 


that the feelings engendered by the war can 
wear out during the generation ofthe men who 
foughtin that war. Ido notexpect that happy 
reconciliation of people whose blood has 
been made hot by civil war which some seem 
fondly to imagine. I believe that the feelings 


engendered by the war in men and in families | 
will remain in this country, as has been the | 


case in all countries which have passed through 
similar circumstances, during the life-time 
of the generation which witnessed that war. 
The war is over, so far as the sound of battle 
is concerned. But the great waves which it 


because it unmasks the party. It brings the 
issue out clearly and distinctly, so that after 
free discussion the people of the country can 
Now, | am willing to act with any 


struggle through which we have passed. I in- 
clude among these the freedom of the negro, 
because I believe that to be one of the legiti- 
mate fruits of the war. I include also all those 
provisions which are incorporated in the thir- 
teenth and fourteenth amendments. And Iam 
willing to act with these gentlemen, or with any 
men in the United States who stand up for the 
legitimate and just powers of Congress, and the 


supremacy of the Constitution of the United | 
| States in all its force and validity. 


Now, gentlemen, are you willing to act with 
me in sayingthat when a State is admitted she 
shall remain? We are taking a departure now, 
and now is the time for men to take their sides. 
Are you going with this new party, a party 


| within the Republican party, that says, ‘* You 


shall remain in the Union only as long as you 


vote to please us, as long as you treat our | 


friends who go among you kindly and well, and 
return them to Congress and give them posi- 
tions in your own States?’’ Are you going 
with the new party that says, ‘‘ We will not 
only judge of the election and qualifications of 


| our own members, but we will judge of the 





election and qualifications of all officers in the 
various States lately in rebellion?’’ Itistime 
to take sides; the country is taking sides upon 


this proposition. It is time for men to say that | 


Tennessee ought to be dealt with and will be 
dealt with in this Congress, or for men to say 
that Congress has no more right to interfere 
with the State of Tennessee than the Leyisla- 
ture of Tennessee has to interfere with Congress ; 
or if we are the supreme and central power. 
If there is a party, as there seems to me to be, 
growing up in this country inside of the Repub- 
lican party—a party that intends to sit here 
month after month and year after year to 
determine the election and qualifications of 
officers in Virginia and Tennessee and Geor- 
gia, and in other States, then let that party 
fling broadcast its banner and call itself a cen- 
tral and supervising power over the States. I 
have been a frontier man all my life, and there 
was a time on the western coast when it was 
very wild and hard. I tell you, gentlemen, | 
know of but one power that ever brought out 
of chaos order, out of darkness light, from a 
state of confusion harmony, and that power 
was the good sense of the people; and I say 


| here boldly to-night that the only hope of sal- 
| vation for this Republic, for order and peace 


and quiet and civilization in any community, is 
the people. The Supreme Court is high; the 
military arm is strong; but the people are 
higher and wiser and stronger than court and 
Army and Administration; and if we cannot 
trust the people there is no hope for the Re- 
public. 


The country | 
has not heretofore understood that sufficiently. | 
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The doctrine enunciated in the Georgia exc, 
here in debate, and sought to be enforced hy 
this bill, is the doctrine that the Congress o: 
the United States are called upon to asians 
not by laws, but by supervisory force, exe, 
cised first by refusing representation—a gm,\| 
matter; and second, by keeping States and 
communities in a condition to be governed })y 
military power; and again, after trying these 
States for a time in Congress, turning them oy: 

| or reconstructing them again. I had suppose 

when that strange word *‘ reconstruction ”’ {ip.; 

fell upon the ear of the country—and al] ney, 

| words are dangerous until their significatio, 

, becomes fully established—I had supposed tha: 
it meant to build up and bring back and resto, 
a State to its normal relations to the Gover; 
ment. 

I learn, day by day, that the word widens jy 
its significance ; that the word comes to mean 
now setting a State back and turning it out o; 
the Union. Virginia is aState. Why, the bil! 
itself that you have introduced commences }y 
saying that ‘‘the State of Virginia’’ is entitle: 
to representation upon certain conditions. Vir. 
ginia is a State, but she is not represented upon 
this floor, and the strange anomaly in the bil! 
is that in its second section it provides that the 
Senators of the United States heretofore elected 
by the State of Virginia shall take their seat; 
under this bill. 

No Senator can be elected except by a State. 

| Virginia has elected her Senators. Now, either 
the sovereign State of Virginia—sovereign in 
its capacity of electing Senators—either the 
sovereign State of Virginia elected these Sen 
ators, or it is proposed by this bill to elect them 
by Congress. I do not care how you explain 
it away or talk about it, it is either the one 

| way or the other. If Virginia was a State so 
far as to elect Senators, then they are entitled 
to be admitted to their seats. If she was not 
a State, then no Senators were elected, and 
Congress cannot elect any for Virginia. 

Mr. PAINE. Willthe gentleman allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. AXTELL. Certainly. 

Mr. PAINE. I should be unwilling to tak. 
any of the time of the gentleman if he objects 
to it. 

Mr. AXTELL. Ido not object. 

Mr. PAINE. I would ask the gentleman 

' to call to mind the case of any one of the Ter- 
| vitories which has been organized, first by an 
| enabling act, and afterward by a ratifying ac: 
| admitted into the Union, or a Territory which 
has been admitted by a ratifying act without 
any prior enabling act, where Senators of the 
United States were elected by the territoria! 
| Legislature before the Territory became a State 
'and before the ratifying act was passed, and 
then tell me wherein that case differs in princi- 
ple from the case which Virginia presents to-day. 
We have had repeated instances of that kiu! 
_ where United States Senators have been elected 
_ before any State government had been formed 
and acknowledged by the Congress of the 
United States, and yet in a moment, by a rat: 
fying act, we have admitted these Territories 
to representation in Congress as States, and 
have thereby clothed those Senators so elected 
with the powers of Senators of the United 
States, not by virtue of any action here, bu! 
by virtue of the action of the State in its 10 
cipient condition, afterward officially recog: 
nized and made a State by our action. 50 10 
the case of Virginia; we propose by the pro- 
visions of this bill to ratify the action of th 
Legislature of Virginia in the selecien 0! 
United States Senators. Now, 1 would ask 
my friend to explain to me if he can the dilie! 
ence of principle between the cases of those 
Territories and the case of Virginia to-day. 
Mr. AXTELL. There is nogentleman up0' 
this floor for whom I entertain a more profound 
personal regard than for the worthy member 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. Paine,] for he was a 
old scnoolmate and is a long-time friend. 
| had the honor, however, in some remarks that 
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enbmitted to this House upon the late Geor- 
, bill to observe that [ could not trace any 
al cy between a Territory about for the first 
stan to be admitted as a State and a State 
iready in the Union. Ido not understand, 
nd I do not suppose the gentleman desires 


to understand that a Territory ever elects 


1 States Senators. When a State exer- 
that power she isa State. And when we 
i: for conditions upon the admission of a 
rritory as a State, that she shall not, for 


, tax the public lands—— 
Vr. PAINE. Will the gentleman pardon 
. for one more remark? 
Vr. AXTELL. Certainly. 
Mr. PAINE. Perhaps | have not made 
vself understood as | would wish. Isuppose 
ntleman understands that in many cases 
1 States Senators have been elected be- 
lerritories were admitted as States, 
no elections for Senators were after- 
rd held, and yet the persons so elected Uni- 
States Senators have been admitted to their 


re the 


i toa 


ats ag such. 

ir. AXTELL. Undoubtedly they must 
adopted State constitutions and become 
in fact before they could elect United 
StatesSenators. Ilreferto this simply to prove 
it Virginia isa State. She has performed 
is act of a State and many others. The 
oof is too voluminous and has been too well 
ated on this side of the House to require 

rther debate on my part at this time. 
Now, why do we refuse to Virginia her full 
tte rights, the admission of her members 
pon this floor, and that full fellowship and 
communion in this Union which belongs to a 
wereign State? She has complied with all 
requisitions as to a republican form of 
nment set forth in her constitution. She 
me fully ap to all the demands of my 
blican friends. Ll beg of them, as the 
man from Arkansas, [Mr. RoGers,] a 
of their own party, so eloquently 
lof them, that they will not tarnish their 
i of honor and bring distrust and discredit 
n this great nation by refusing to grant 
imission to Virginia now that she has com- 
{ with all the conditions imposed upon her. 
t is said tbat Virginians do not love north- 
men; that Virginians are not disposed to 
t northern men to office who settle in their 
midst. ‘There is some evidence to my mind 
elicited by this debate that there are certain 
northern men who do not love Virginia. I 
confess, for my part, that 1 would prefer to 
reside in California. Perhaps some other gen- 
tleman would prefer to live in Illinois. 
not know but that it is just as far from me to 
. Virginian as it is from a Virginian to me. 
| Laughter.] I do not know that I care partic- 


I do! 


larly about his love so long as he respects the 


lag of my country, so long as he performs his 
duties as a citizen, so long as he owns his com- 


mon allegiance with myself to the national flag || 


and the national Constitution. I do not know 
that it is any question of love or hate. But I 
do know that there is not power enough in this 
nation, nor in the universe of God, to force 
any human beingto love another. If we would 
win from the people of the South affection, let 
us treat them with fairness, nobleness, gentle- 
ness, Magnanimity. If we desire their love 
let us treat them as men and as equals and not 
attempt to humiliate them. 

It is said that the young men of Virginia 
respect and revere the names of Stonewall 
Jackson and Robert E. Lee. Sir, I hope they 
do; and I am the last man in the world wio 
would dare to instill into the minds of the 
young men of Virginia any feeling of hatred 
to the names or memories of their heroes. A 
man ought to have broadness of heart sufti- 
cient to change his stand-point and realize how 
he would feel if he was a young Virginian. 
lhe time has been when some ignoble, narrow- 
minded, illiberal, and senseless men were hurt 
to think that the women of Virginia brought 
flowers to strew upon the graves of the hus- 


‘ 


band and the brother who had fallen in the 
war. I tell you, men of America, that you 
cannot ‘‘ make treason odious’’ by any such 
spirit ; but you are in danger of rendering 
loyalty odious by such a system of meanness 
and oppression. hall determine the 
community ex- 
the members of that community? _ 


W ho shall 

fitness of the men living in 
cept 
We, under this Administration, required of 
Virginia the adoption of a certain constitution. 
She has adopted it; she has gone through all 
the forms and complied with all the require- 
ion, the Adminis- 


ments ; and this Adminisirat 

tration of General Grant, is bound in honor to 
see that she is admitted without conditions ; 
and if General Grant is the hero that I believe 
him to be, he will throw his entire political 
weight in the scale to see that this bill is de- 
feated, because it is contrary to the pledges of 
his Administration. He and his Adniinistration 
will be disgraced if after the compliance of 
Virginia with all the requirements that hav; 
been prescribed, his inistration and his 
party shall impose the humiliating conditions 
contemplated by this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I have already occupied more 
time than I had expected. I desire to say for 
myself—I have had no consultation with my 
brother Democrats—that I shall most cheer- 
fully and heartily support the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Bincuam.] | 
believe Virginia is entitled to representation ; 
that the men she has elected as members of 
this House should at once be admitted to seats 
upon this floor; that she should be promptly 
restored to her position as a sovereign State 
and allowed to control her own domestic affairs 
according to her own best judgment. I believe 
it to be a principle of this Republic that the 
security of property and life within any State 
must be left dependent upon the good sense, 
the good conduct of the people ofthe locality, 
and their just and equal administration of the 
laws. If the people of any section are so foolish 
or so wicked that they will not protect property 
and life in their midst they must suffer the con- 
sequences of bad government. Should the time 
arrive when the local laws cannot be enforced by 
any State, and the Governor is compelled to call 
upon the lederal Government for aid, it will be 
right for that Government to afford the neces- 
sary assistance. Should the mandates of the 


Federal courts be at any time disobeyed, and 





Aamini 


marshals be unable to enforce the judicial | 
authority, then it will be time enough to seek || 
through the proper channels the intervention || 
| provisions referred to in the Constitution of 


of the Federal Government. But we must, in 
the first instance, trust to the people of the 
locality, to their good sense, their love of vir- 
tue and good government; we must trust to 


that sense of right which is the great and noble 


characteristic of American freemen. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield the remainder of my 
time to the gentleman from Illinois, [| Mr. 
Cress. | 

Mr. CREBS. Mr. Speaker, I do not desire 
to offer any extended remarks on the bill under 
consideration. 


sentation in the Congress of the United States. 
In fact it is a bill to place a sovereign State 
under tutelage or bond in regard to the in- 
herent rights of her people in the future; a 
bill nominally admitting a State to her rights 
under the Constitution of our country, really 
denying to her the very essence that makes up 
and constitutes the condition of sovereignty 
with which, as a people, in the early and better 
days of the Republic we were wont to ascribe 
as a constituent element in the being and wel- 
fare of a State of the Federal Union. What 


In name it purporis to be a | 
| bill to admit the State of Virginia to repre- 


by this bill, Mr. Speaker, is proposed by the 


committee from which it came? Admit her, 
itis said. ‘True, by the first section of the bill 
you do this; andif this section was all the bill 
I could vote for it as a necessity, not by such 
vote admitting Virginia is now or ever was out 
of the Union. I denounce such a theory as 
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secede. She attempted it by force; in this 
she failed, and I claim that Virginia is to-day, 
without any action onthe part of Congress, as 
much a State within the Union as she was on 
the day the Constitution of our country was 
adopted and our flag first thrown to the bree: 
as the insignia of our navionality. 

I have said if the first section contained all 
there wasin the bill I could vote for it, becaus 
the majority here require something to be done, 
and this section requires nothing but what | 
could, with the explanation I have made, cheer 
fully indorse with my vote. But like the cow 
(using a homely phrase) which gave a pail of 
good milk, then turned and kicked it over, 
you add to what was already enough to admit 
her, if she really required anything, funda 
mental conditions antagonistic not only to the 
sovereignty of a State, but to the personal 
freedom of the citizen. 

But as I do not wish to occupy but a few 
minutes of the time of the House, Mr. Speaker, 
[ pass over all that part of the bill providing 
for the taking of certain oaths by all persons 
holding office in said State, both civil and mil 
itary, simply desiring here to fully indorse what 
was said by my colleague [Mr. Farnsworru 
in the discussion of this bill on yesterday, that 
‘*we have had enough of oaths, and had bette: 
hereafter follow the biblical injunction and 
‘ swear not at all.’ ”’ 

Sir, the constitution of Virginia provides c 
tainly all the oaths that can be necessary ; and 
it has been further well said by the same gen 
tleman that of late years the only question 
raised for a man’s capacity for office is, ‘* Can hy 
swear?’’ If we ask has he brains, has he 
intelligence to legislate for the people of th: 
country, the answer is, ‘‘ No matter as to that ; 
he canswear.’’ If we ask has he got morality, 
honesty, and integrity, as displayed in his social! 
relations and financial transactions, the answer 
again is, ‘*‘ No matter as to that ; he can take the 
test-oath.’’ 

I ask, Mr. Speaker, is it not high time the 
requirement of so many oaths unknown to | 
Constitution should cease. 

But passing from this, let us examine furth 
the provisions of this most extraordinary b 
It is proposed that certain provisions t! 
are now part and parcel of the Consti 
Virginia, and which were adopted by 
jority of two hundred thousand of 
voters, shall never be by her people, in a 
time to come, altered, amended or changed 

I do not desire, Mr. Speaker, to discuss th 


} 


Virginia; they seem to suit 
as is proven by the majority given in their f 
vor. And if they are suited no outside partir 
have a right to complain. But I desire to cal! 
the aitention of this House and the country to 
the powers of the Congress by this portion o! 
the bill sought to beexercised toward the Stat: 
of Virginia and her people, a power seeking 
to bind her people in fetters for all time to 
come, and which will surely accomplish that 
end if admitted that Congress has the power 
claimed here, not only so far as the State of 
Virginia is concerned, but all the other State 
as well, 

If we have the power to bind the people ol 
Virginia so they can never alter, change, o1 
amend their constitution in the particulars 
named in the bill under consideration we 
have the like power to say to her and to every 
other State of the Union, ‘* Your constitutio 
as it stands to-day shall never be hanged ; 
matters not what changes in the manners, cu 
toms, or condition of your peoples may tak: 
place your present constitutions must, like tl 
laws of the Medes and Persians, change 
How harshly would a doctrine so monstrou 
have grated on the ears of our fathers in the 
olden times, when Thomas Jefierson, the apost 
of liberty and a noble son of the old Common 
wealth, penaing the immortal Declaration o! 
Independence, declared, ‘‘ Wehold these truth 


he r pco} if 


‘ e : . j . 7 . ne ‘ ‘ hen- 
heterodox: she had no constitutional right to |! to be self-evident ;’’ and as one, ° that when 
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ever a Government becomes oppressive the 
people have a right to change it at will!’’ [ say 
when this self-evident truth was declared by 
Virginia’s gifted son it awakened a thrill of joy 
and gratitude in every freeman’s heart; and 
had that same hand gone further and said, 
‘When we form a Government separate from 
iingland that Government should be made the 
ource of power, to be dealt out to the people 
is it pleases,’’ would not those same freemen 
have looked with distrust upon the future and 
preferred to suffer the ills they had than by 
revolution to fly to those they knew not off? 
but if it be true, Mr. Speaker, as our states- 
men in past years have always claimed, that 
the people were the trae source of all power, 
and that our Federal or State Governments 
ean be changed at their will, how can that 
principle be reconciled with the power claimed 
by Congress in the passage of this bill? Sir, 
it will not stand the touchstone of reason or 
common sense, and viewed in the light of our 
free institutions it must fall to the ground. 
But granting for the sake of argument, Mr. 
‘/peaker, that the power claimed in this bill 


has been given to Congress, which I deny, and | 


you pass this bill, how will you enforee it? 
ilow will you punish Virginia if after you ad- 


mit her she should change her constitution in |) 


the particulars named in this bill? That ques- 
tion was well asked yesterday by my colleague 
| Mr. Locan ] of the gentleman in charge of the 
bill, and was not and could not be answered, 
unless we are willing to accept as sufficient the 
answer of the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. 
Cox, jironically, ‘*Put the bayonet into them.’’ 
This answer will do if our Government has 
degenerated under Radical rule to a military 
despotism simply. 
_right of self-government still, if we have still 
au Republic, freemen will not sit idly by and 
see the dearest rights of man trampled under 
the heel of the military without remonstrance. 
But, Mr. Speaker, have we not already gone 
far enough in legislation of this kind ; is it not 
high time for us to turn again to the paths of 
our fathers? The warhas ended ; the military 


But if our people have the || 


necessity claimed for iniquities like this dur- | 


ing its continuance has ceased. Then, upon 


that principle let us no longer violate our Con- | 


stitution, but return to the old doctrine of strict | 


construction. Under its auspices our country 


was always safe; and returning now as we may || 


to the old landmarks, the ship of State, with 
sails full spread by gentle constitutional breezes, 
will be wafted safely onward to her destined 
haven during all time, having accomplished 
the greatest good to the greatest number. 

Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri, Mr. 
Speaker, the past history of Virginia and its 
present position are interesting. Virginia was 
one of the original Colonies, and when the 
dark clouds of 1776 began to gather over this 
land Virginia was one among the first colonies 
to espouse the cause of constitutional liberty 
in this country. It was reserved to one of the 
sons of Virginia to pen the memorable Declara- 
tion of Independence, upon which has been 
reared the fabric of constitutional liberty in 
this country. 

Not only did Virginia take part in the Rev- 
lution, which achieved the independence of this 
country and the establishment of constitutional 
liberty upon this continent, but she took a 
prominent part in the maintenance of consti- 


ernment, which has spread its blessings over 
the entire American people. 


But, Mr. Speaker, in an hour of evil, in a | 
day of ruin for Virginia, she gave herself up | 


to the demon of secession, and her territory 
beeame the principal field of the war of the 
rebellion. She embarked in that war and 
staked her all upon it; but she failed with the | 
other rebel States in the effort of the disrup- | 
tion of this Gevernment. We well know that 
no State in the South suffered more terribly | 


| 
j 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


i} 


tutional liberty by the formation of this Gov- | 


| 


burned, and at the close of the war more than 
fifty thousand of her citizens lay in untimely 
and bloody graves. Mourning and desolation 
were in every household throughout that broad 
Commonwealth. 

She was conquered, she was subdued, she 
vas vanquished, she was impoverished and 
power 
ities. Virginia then presented herself to the 
Government of the United States, before the 


y humbled at the cessation of hostil- | 


Congress of the United States, and asked upon | 


what terms she might be restored to the sister- 
hood of States. She dictated no terms, but 
only asked to know upon what terms she might 
_ again reach her position as one of the States 
in the sisterhood of the Union. The Congress 
of the United States by its own enactment 
declared the terms upon which that State 
might be restored to her relations with the 


other States in the Union; the terms upon | 


which she might be restored to all the rights, 

privileges, and immunities of a sovereign State 
in the Union. 

Jt was provided that Virginia should comply 

| with all the reconstruction laws of Congress. 

Last spring Congress declared that she should 


prepare to enter into the Union by the submis- | 


sion of a constitution to her people, which if 
adopted would entitle her to representation in 
| these Halls. It was enacted that it should be 
| optional with the President of the United States 
to submit separately the test-oath of their con- 
stitution and the clause disfranchising citizens 
| of that State. If they ratified the constitution 
| and rejected the section disfranchising the in- 
habitants of that State, if they ratified the con- 
stitution and rejected only the test-oath clause, 


valid act. In all these things Virginia has 
faithfully complied with the laws of Congress. 
Now, sir, if we are disposed to deal in justice 
and in equity with those people we cannot now 
in good faith impose upon them other condi- 
tions not deemed necessary at the time the 
constitution was submitted to her people. 

It seems as if some gentlemen are dissatis- 
fied because Virginia did not of her own volition 
disfranchise her own inhabitants. It seems 
as if some gentlemen are dissatisfied that Vir- 
ginia did not of her own volition impose a 
test-oath upon all her people who might happen 
| to hold oifice in her midst. Why should we 
feel that Virginia is to blame for this? The 
question was submitted to the people, and they 
| had the right to take these conditions or reject 
them as they might think best. Is Virginia to 
be blamed because of her unwillingness to dis- 
franchise her own citizens? Shall she be 
condemned because she has not imposed a test- 
oath which does altogether exclude the intel- 
ligence of that State from a participation in 
| her government? ‘They were permitted to 
| reject or to take these conditions as they might 
| think proper, and they so acted. Now, when 
| the people of Virginia have loyally performed 
| their part of the contract, we find a hesitation 





on the part of Congress to do the very thing 
which it most solemnly promised. We are 
asked to impose additional restrictions and 
conditions upon the admission of Virginia. 
We see in this bill a disposition to ignore the 
pledges made to the people of Virginia and 
to impose conditions which this Congress 
| pledged should not be imposed upon them. 

| Thereis not, Mr. Speaker, a single condition 
imposed upon Virginia by any of the recon- 
struction acts of Congress which she has not 
faithfully, fully, and entirely complied with. 
And I believe, sir, it is tyrannical and oppress- 
ive on the part of the Congress of the United 
States now to impose upon her a test-oath of 
the character and kind that is provided for in 
this bill. ' 

Mr. Speaker, if we are going to permit Vir- 
ginia to become a State in the Union, if we 
are going to permit the people of Virginia to 
govern themselves, why should we not permit 


from the effects of the revolution than Virginia. || them to have the most enlightened statesmen 
Hier fair fields were desolated, her towns were | 


within their limits to administer the affairs of 


it was declared that it should be considered a | 
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governmentfor them? Why should we impos, 
a test-oath upon the officials of the State oy 


| Virginia which will exclude the talented anq 





enlightened men of that State from taking part 
in the administration of its government? Sir. 
such a course is unwise and unstatesmanlike 
If Virginia is entitled to a position in th, 
Union ; if she is entitled to regulate her ow, 
internal affairs as a sovereign State, then sh. 
should be permitted to elevate to office th, 
men of greatest genius and capacity amone hy 
citizens. But underthe system of test-oat) 
the very men, and those alone who can we 
administer the government of the State, ay, 
conduct it with justice, with wisdom, and wi:), 
equity in the judicial, the legislative, gy) 
executive departments of the government, ar. 
debarred from taking any part in its adminis 
tration. 

But, Mr. Speaker, some gentlemen tell y; 
that they are afraid as to the loyalty of Vj; 
ginia ; the people of Virginia, they are dou): 
ful, will manifest symptoms of disloyalty, | 
have no such fears as to the people of Vir. 
ginia. I have more confidence to-day in the 
rebels of the South who went into the war 
upon principles, and fought it out upon prin. 
ciples, and finally laid down their arms, than 
[ have in men who are trading on both sides of 
this question. I believe that they will do more 
toward maintaining the constitutions of their 
States, and the requirements of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and of the laws of Con. 
gress than will the class of men who are 
hunting for office and trading from side to side 
in polities. 

There is also another reason why I think that 
the people of Virginia may be trusted with self: 
government and the State admitted to repre- 
sentation in Congress. The people of Virginia 
never have been at enmity with republican 
forms of government. It is true, sir, that they 
went into rebellion ; but the mass of the people 
of that great Commonwealth believed they wer 
taking up arms to defend the rights guarantie( 
to them by the Constitution of the Unit: 
States. They did not carry on war to ests! 
lish a government which should be monarc 
ical in its character. Theyadopted a consti 
tion which, verbatim et literatim, was alm 
identical with the Constitution of the Unite: 
States; thereby showing that the people o: 
Virginia, in common with the ‘people of the 
whole southern country, were wedded to ile 
doctrine of republican government, and that in 
their hearts they cherished and loved constitu 
tional liberty and were determined to maintain 
it for themselves in their separate existence a 
a government. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, for these reasons 
I think we may very safely admit the people 
of Virginia. What more can beasked of them’ 
We are told by some gentlemen that it is neces 
sary for us to keep them out of the Union. 
Again and again gentlemen have taken the 
floor to inform us that Virginia must be kep' 
out of the Union; that it is aecessary to re 
mand Georgia back again to the territorial coi: 
dition, and that it will be necessary to remané 
Tennessee to the same condition. 

Mr. Speaker, such legislation as this wii 
never bring peace tothis country. It will never 
restore this Union. It will never give strength 
to the party that inaugurates this system of un 
constitutional legislation. 

Sir, we have sources of trouble more or les: 
in the southern States. We have existing 
there a bitter feeling which has grown out 0! 
the unconstitutional, the tyrannical, and te 
oppressive legislation of the Congress of tie 

nited States. Had those States been re 
ceived into the Union at the close of the wa: 
upon the condition of their abolishing slavery, 
and had they been permitted to adopt policies 
of their own for regulating their own interna! 
affairs, long ere this time, it is my thoroug) 
conviction, many of the wounds of the rebel: 
lion would have been healed. 

But this kind of legislation is calculated to 
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up continually a strife in the southern 
f States. Men of the white race will not live 
d seaceably while subordinated to the domina- 
1 of the black race. If they were disposed 

ngly to submit to the wrongs which have 

ney indicted on them it would be an evidence 

at they were unworthy, and incapable of en- 
ving or establishing a government for them- 


ying 


a) 
KeCT 


. Mr. WILLARD. Will the gentleman allow 
» to ask him a question? 
“Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. Yes, sir. 
Mr. WILLARD. Tf understand the gentle- 
»an to say that the white people of Virginia 
jl] never yield to the domination of the 
] 


ngly, in my judgment. 
Mr. WILLARD. 
ontieman if he thinks that a constitution in 
Virginia which allowed only black persons to 
' ote would be republican in form? 
Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. 
republican in form ? 
Mr. WILLARD. Yes, sir. 
ar Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. I have my 
n ioubts about its being republican in form. 
un Mr. WILLARD. I ask him, then, if a con- 
0! titution of Virginia which allowed only white 
people to vote would be republican in form ? 
' Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. I doubt it. 
Mr. WILLARD. I understood the gentle- 


Would be 





n- man to say- short time ago that Virginia had 
re always had a constitution republican in form. 
de Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. She always 


had a constitution republican in form undoubt- 
at edly. 


if Mr. WILLARD. Did her former constitu- 
“e- tion allow black people to vote ? 

nia Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. I will ex- 
van plain that, or try to explain it. I will inform 


the gentleman from Vermont that the tdack 
ace on the continent of North America were 
never under the founders of this Government 
recognized as American citizens, or as a part 
ind parcel of the American people. They 
ever had any part in the formation of the 
(iovernment of this country, but were recog- 
nized as slaves. 

Mr. BURDETT. I would ask my colleague 
fit is not true that in Virginia—I believe, I 
am sure in North Carolina, I believe in South 


th Carolina, and [ am quite sure in Tennessee— 
the years ago negroes voted and were recognized 
ti 18 citizens ? 

t Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. Yes, sir; 


ain n those States as States. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. 
ence of the Republic. 

ons Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. 


In the early exist- 


Most as- 


ple uredly they did. Every State had a sovereign 
m right to recognize whom it pleased as citizens. 
23 But lam speaking of the black race as they 


yn. existed when the Government was formed. || 


th hey were not a part and parcel of the Amer- 
ept ican people, and took no part in the formation 


a of the Government or in achieving the inde- | 


yi pendence of the American people. 
and Mr. BURDETT. 


il declaring that the black people of this country | 
— did not take part in that great rebellion against 
oth British power, and were not soldiers in the 
= defense of the Colonies? 

Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. I think || 
le not, so far as I know. 
sang Mr. BURDETT. I am willing it shall go 
. on the record so. ’ 


hh Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. Iam quite 


willing to be placed on the 


the record as ignorant 
ee of any such historical fact. If evera black 
ae regiment was organized in the revolutionary 
ary. war | am not aware of it. 
cies Mr. WHITTEMORE. I would like to ask 
rnal the gentleman if he is not aware that the State 
ugh ot Rhode Island raised a black regiment dur- 
bel ing the war of the Revolution? 
Mr. MecCORMICK, of Missouri. I am not. || 
d to 41st Cong. 2p Sxss.—No, 29. 


ir. McCORMICK, of Missouri. Not will- | 


I would like to ask the | 


. 5 I wish to ask my col- | 
league if he desires to go upon the record as | 
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I am aware that a great many black regiments 
were raised in the last few years. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. [I think if the gen- 
tleman will read history he will find that Rhode 
Island raised one. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. 


If so, I 
have overlooked it. 


sut I think if the gentle- 


| man will examine history he will find that he 
himself is under a mistake. 


Mr. Speaker, I have about brought my re- 
marks upon this subject to a close. ‘f 
myself earnestly desirous of seeing the restor- 
ation of all the States to the Union. I never 


_ understood that any State had got out of the 


Union until after the war was at an end. I 
understood that the doctrine of secession was 
a heresy, and that armies were raised to put 
that heresy down and to prevent it from achiev- 
ing its object. But as soon as the rebellion was 
put down, then, for the first time in the history 
of this country,we learned that secession had 
accomplished its object and that the southern 


| States were out of the Union; and we are now 


dealing with the State of Virginia as a terri- 


| tory belonging to the Government of the Uni- 


ted States, and not as a sovereign State in the 
Union. Sir, there is no power in the Consti- 
tution, in my candid opinion, that will justify 
Congress in dealing with any sovereign State 
in this manner. 

Mr. FITCH obtained the floor. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. Will the gentleman 
yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. FITCH. [I will. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. I desire to give 


notice of an amendment, upon which I shall | 


| ask a vote of the House at the proper time. 


It is to insert in the first section of this bill, 
at the end of the forms of oath therein recited, 


| the following : 


And any person who shall falsely take either of 
the aforesaid oaths or affirmations shall be deemed 
guilty of perjury, and shall suffer the pains and 
penalties thereof, and may be tried, convicted, and 
punished therefor by the circuit court of the United 


| States for the district in which said crime was com- 
| mitted; and the jurisdiction of said court shall be 


sole and exclusive for the purpose aforesaid. 


Mr. FITCH resumed the floor. 

Mr. LAFLIN. If the gentleman from Ne- 
vada [Mr. Fircn] will yield to me I will submit 
a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. FITCH. I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. LAFLIN. I move that the House now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to ; and accordingly 
(at ten o’clock and forty-five minutes p. m.) 


| the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rules, and referred to the appropriate 


committees : 
By Mr. ARCHER: The petition of Thomas 


H. Mules, of Baltimore, Maryland. 


By Mr. ASPER: The petition of John T. 
Price and others, citizen of Daviess county, 
Missouri, asking the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, the petition of I’. E. Moulton and 
others, citizens of Livingston county, Mis- 


| souri, asking the abolition of the franking privi- | 
|| lege. 


‘By Mr. BECK: A petition of a number 
of citizens of the seventh congressional district 
of Kentucky, praying that the present tariff on 
foreign hemp, jute, &c., may not be reduced, 
for reasons stated. 


By Mr. BURCHARD: The petition of H. 


| A. Black and others, citizens of Franklin Grove, 


Illinois, for the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. 

By Mr. COBB, of North Carolina: A peti- 
tion of citizens of North Carolina, asking the 


| erection of a light-house at Body’s Island, 


North Carolina. 
By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: A petition of 
inhabitants of Clifton, Grant county, Wis- | 


| ing that the abuses and corruptions of 
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consin, for the abolition of the 
privilege. 

By Mr. COOK: A petition of citizens of 
Warrenville, Du Page county, Illinois, praying 
for the passage of an act requiring compulsory 
prepayment of all domestic postages. 

By Mr. COWLES: A petition of citizens of 
Cayuga county, New York, for pension to the 
soldiers of the war of 1812. 

By Mr. DICKINSON: The petition of Addi 
son Kelley, David Morris, oad 39 others, citi 
zens of Kelley’s Island, Erie county, Ohio, 
praying for the passage of a law abolishing 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. DOX: The petition of Mary Ann 
Gooch, for relief. 

Also, the petition of Michael Teutenkime, 
for relief. 

By Mr. DUVAL: A petition of the West 
Virginia Medical Society in behalf of the med 
ical staff of the Navy. 

By Mr. ELDRIDGE: A petition of 17 citi 
zens of Fillmore, Washington county, Wiscon 
sin, for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: A petition 
of the Portage County Medical Association, of 
Ohio, asking legislation to remedy the unnat 
ural and injuriously degrading position of the 
medical staff of the United States Navy in 
regard to rank and authority, with their attend 
ant privileges and immunities. 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Geneva, 
Ohio, and vicinity, to establish mail service from 
Geneva, by Mechanicsville and Kast Trumbull, 
to Morgan, Ohio. 

Also, a petition of soldiers of the war of 1812, 
for a reasonable pension. 

By Mr. HILL: A memorial of the Lehigh 
Crane lron Company and 15 other iron com 
panies, showing up the false and unqualified 
statements made in the late report of David A. 
Wells, Special Commissioner of the Revenue 

By Mr. LOUGHRIDGE: A petition of 80 
citizens of Marion county, lowa, 


franking 


for the aboli 


| tion of the franking privilege. 


By Mr. McNEKLY: The petition of W. RK 
Hunter and others, citizens of Cass county 
Illinois, asking compulsory prepayment o 
domestic postages, except in certain c1ses 
Also, the petition of G. W. Magee and othe 

citizens of Cass county, Illinois, asking ¢ 

pulsory prepayment of domestic postages, e: 
cept on such matter as may be entitled to fre« 


|| delivery by special enactm -nt 


By Mr. MAYNARD: A petition, printed in 
blank, signed by citizens ot Wallace’s Cross 
Roads, praying for a reduction of the franking 
privilege. 


By Mr. MERCUR: A memorial of the Le- 


| high Crane Iron Company, and others, repre- 


senting thirty-seven furnaces in the Lehigh, 
Schuylkill, and Susquehanna regions in Penn- 
sylvania, asking that special and searching 
inquiry may be made for the data on which 
Special Commissioner Wells fixes the average 
cost per ton of manufactures of iron in the 
anthracite districts of Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey: A petition 
of 61 citizens of Clayton, New Jersey, praying 
for the passage of a law abolishing the franking 
privilege. , a 

By Mr. MOORE, of Illinois: A petition of 
sundry citizens of Cerro Gordo, Piatt county, 


|| Illinois, praying the abolition of the franking 


privilege. 

Also, a petition of sundry citizens of Buck- 
ley, Iroquois county, Illinois, praying the abo 
lition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania: A 
petition of 35 citizens of Barre Iron Work 
Huntingdon coanty, Pennsylvania, represent 
the 
franking privilege have assumed such enormou 
proportions that its total abolition has become 
necessary. 

Also, a petition of 42 citizens of Mapleton 
Station, Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania, of 
similar purport. 
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By Mr. NUCKOLLS: The petition of Ma- 
tilda Shield, claiming compensation for prop- 
erty taken by the Government. 

Also, the petition of Anna Lacas, claiming 
compensation for services during the war. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of F. J. 
l'ytus and 90 others, citizens of Middletown, 


Ohio, praying for the abolition of the franking | 


wrivilege, 

By Mr. SCOFIELD: Petitions from citizens 
of the city of Erie and borough of Warren, 
Pennsylvania, asking for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. SHANKS: A petition of officers of the 
Allen County Medical Society of Fort Wayne, 
{ndiana, asking that the pay, rank, and accom- 
modations of medical officers of the Navy be 
increased and provided for by law. 

Also, the petition of David Heal, of Wheel- 
ing, Delaware county, Indiana, asking the pas- 
au law to graduate the license fees of 
attorneys trom two to ten dollars. 

Also, the petition of Colonel James W. 


save Ol 


Campbell, asking pay for a horse lost by him || 


in the military service of the United States. 
sy Mr. SMYTH, of Iowa: The petition of 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, January 14, 1870. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Newman, 


Dp. D. 


The Journal of yesterday was read. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. YATES. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator rise to a correction of the Journal? 

Mr. YATES. Yes, sir; I rise to a question 
of privilege. I desire to state to the Senate 
that when the vote was taken upon the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
Drake] to the joint resolution providing for 
the admission of Virginia I voted under an 
entire misapprehension. I was called out of 
the Chamber just before my name was called, 
and when I returned was informed that the 
vote was upon a different proposition. I had 
spoken in favor of that amendment, and yester- 
day I again spoke in favor of it, supposing the 
vote uponit had not been taken. Asachange 
ofthe record will not alter the result, there rane 


'| only twelve Senators in the minority, and as 


John Gafeley, of Tipton, lowa, and 110 others, | 


residents of lowa, and 33 residents of Missouri, 


desire especially that I shall belong to that 


| minority, I hope the Senate will indulge me 


asking Congress to adopt measures to so amend | 


the Constitution of the United States so that 
he people of the United States shall acknowl- 
edge Almighty God as the source of all au- 
thority and power in civil government, the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Kuler among the nations, 
and His revealed will as of supreme authority 
in order to constitute a Christian govern- 
ment, 


By Mr. STARKWEATHER: The petitions 


of Maxon, Fish & Co., and others; and also the | 


petition of John A. Forsyth and others, of | 


Mystic river, Connecticut, ship-owners, ship- 
builders, ship-joiners, &c., ine for the re- 
moval of taxation from shipping and ship- 
vuilding interests. 

by Mr. STRONG: The petition of Joseph 
lerriman and others, for refundment of money 
illegally required as a tax on sales. 


iby Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of | 


itobert Patterson and 59 others, of Ross county, 
Olio, praying Congress partially to abolish the 
jranking privilege. 

by Mr. WARD: A petition of 42 citizens 
of Breesport, Chemung county, New York, in 


favor ol the abolition of the franking privilege. | 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts : 


TD on 
bay 


lhe petition of Willard Clark and 43 others, | 
legal voters of South Ashfield, in the ninth dis- | 


trict of Massachusetts, asking for the abolition | 


ot the franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of Thomas B. Winslow, 
assignee of the New York Mail Steamship 
Company, asking for the refunding of certain 
tonnage duties paid into the Treasury. 

By Mr. WELLS: A memorial signed by 
Nathaniel Ranny and many others of the 
soldiers of the American war of 1812, asking 
for a pension. 

By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio: The petition of 
Jane Hardesty, widow of Samuel Hardesty, 
company H, seventy-sixth Ohio volunteers, 


rraying for a special act granting her a pen- || . . 
tance dae I » B 5 I | official record, as the Globe is generally called 


sion, 
By Mr. WOODWARD: A petition of cit- 
izens of Hopbottom, Susquehanna county, 


Vennsylvania, for the abolition of the franking | 


privilege. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Luzerne county, 


) y , . . . ! 
Pennsylvania, for the abolition of the franking 


privilege, 


Also, a petition of several iron manufactur- 


ing companies in the Lehigh, Schuylkill, and 


Susquehanna regions, for an inquiry into the | 


data upon which Commissioner Wels based 
his late report. 

Also, five petitions of citizens of the city of 
Seranton, in Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, 





in having my vote recorded in the affirmative ; 
and I ask unanimous consent. to have that 
change made, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Illinois that the sev- 
enteenth rule provides that— 

‘* When the yeas and nays shall be taken uponany 
question, in pursuance of the above rule, no Senator 
shall be permitted, under any circumstances what- 


ever, to vote after the decision is announced by the 
Chair.’’ 


And the fifty-third rule says that— 


** Any rule may be suspended by unanimous con- 
sent except the seventeenth rule, which shall never 
be suspended.” 

So that the Chair cannot even entertain the 
motion by unanimous consent. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator accom- 
plishes his object by making his statement. 

Mr. YATES. I desire my request, then, to 
be entered in the Congressional Globe. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The remarks of 
the Senator will be inserted by the reporters in 
the Congressional Globe. 

Mr. ANTHONY. With great deference I 


i 
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|| Committee on Retrenchment. 
|| ferred. 





submit to the Chair whether the rule excludes | 


the request which the Senator from Illinois 
makes. A Senator cannot vote after the result 
has been announced; but if he voteunderamis- 
apprehension is it anything more than merely 
correcting the Journal to allow him to change 
his vote? He cannot vote after the decision 
has been announced ; but, as I understand the 


| statement of the Senator from Illinois, he voted, 


but voted under a misapprehension. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The letter of the 
rule is as it was read by the Chair; the spirit 
of the rule is that there shall be no change made 
made in the result as announced by the Secre- 
tary after the yeas and nays have been taken ; 
that that shall not be changed afterward. Any 
correction can be made by way of personal 
explanation which can be incorporated in the 


the official record of debate. The Senator from 


| Rhode Island will see that if the course which 


he suggests were continued it might lead to 
great confusion. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I can perceive that the 
Chair is perfectly correct; it did not occur to 
me before. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED, 

The bill (H. R. No. 804) to protect officials 

in Government employ was read twice by its 


| title. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair scarcely 


knows to what committee this should be re- 


ferred ; but as it proposes to discontinue dona- 


praying for the abolition of the franking priv- || tions by subordinates to their superiors, the 


ilege, 


'' Chair supposes it might properly be referred 
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to the Committee on Retrenchment. [f thera 
be no objection it will be referred to 4), 
It is 80 re 





PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 

| The VICE PRESIDENT presented the pei) 
tion of Coburn Tyler, of Camden, New J., 

sey, praying that pensions be granted to th, 

surviving soldiers of the war of 1812; whi.) 

was referred to the Committee on Pensions 

He also presented a petition of G. Dawe, 
Coleman and others, citizens of Pennsylvania 
representing thirty-seven iron furnaces jn {}. 
Lehigh, Schuylkill, and Susquehanna region, 
praying that inquiry be made as to the cost 
producing pig-iron; which was referred to th. 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of }). 
K. Cartter, George P. Fisher, and others, pray 
ing an appropriation of $15,000 for the relief 
of worn-out slaves, disabled from labor hy 
age, disease, &c., to be disbursed by Jog¢ 
phine 8. Griffing, under the direction of the 
mayor of Washington city; which was re. 
ferred to the Committee on the District ¢: 
Columbia. 

Mr. SCOTT. I present a petition similar ty 
the one presented by the Chair. The petition. 
ers represent thirty-seven furnaces in the Le 
high, Schuylkill, and Susquehanna regions of 
Pennsylvania, and ask for a special and searc), 
ing inquiry for the data on which, the Special 
Commissioner of the Revenue, Hon. David A. 
Wells, has based his statements of the average 
cost of the manufacture of pig-iron at the fur. 
naces in those regions; and as I propose to 
introduce a resolution based upon this petition, 
I respectfully ask, as it is brief, that the peti- 
tion be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Pennsylvania that the 
rule says that only a brief statement of the con- 
tents of a petition or memorial shall be ver) 
ally made i the introducer. This has been 
the usage. By unanimous consent, however, 
itcan beread. The Senator from Pennsylva 
nia asks unanimous consent that this petition 
may be read. Is there objection? The Chai: 
hears none. It will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled : 


In the late report of Hon. David A. Wells, Special! 
Commissioner of the Revenue, the following para 
graph appears: 

‘** In the valley of the Cumberland and in the an 
thracite districts of Pennsylvania, and at Scranton, 
the Commissioner is informed by those conversant 
with the business that the average cost of manufac- 
ture in the case of furnaces favorably situated, unde 
good management and with coal at ordinary prices, 
is not in excess of from twenty-four to twenty-six 
| dollars per ton, and in some instances is much le: 
than this figure. These estimates, furthermore, i 
| should be observed, include a liberal interest on the 
capital invested, which is turned on an average from 
two to three times per annum.’’ : 

Your memorialists, representing thirty-seven fur- 
naces in the Lehigh, Schuylkill, and Susquehanna 
regions, producing annually in the aggregate over 
two hundred and seventy thousand tons of pig-iron, 
respectfully express their belief, based upon per- 
sonal knowledge, that the above statement of th: 
Commissioner will be found upon acritical exam 
ination erroneous, and, if accepted by Congress, i 
most dangerous guide to legislation. Upon the 
authority of our personal knowledge we beg leave 
to state that the average cost per ton at the furnaces 
we represent, exclusive of any interest on capita! 
and the expenses of moving product from the fur 
naces, in the year 1868 was $29 163, and in the first six 
months of 1869, $29 63; while we believe the cost for 
the last six months will not materially vary there 
from, these prices being the average cost of tl 
product, embracing the three qualities of iron, 
namely, Nos. 1, 2, and 3. 

We respectfully express the conviction that the 
foregoing average cost of the product of the furnaces 
we represent is below the average cost of the product 
of American furnaces collectively; it being our be 
lief that we represent interests having important 
economic advantages. ‘ 

In view of the foregoing statements werespectfull) 
ask as an act of justice to the Commissioner, to the 
producer of American pig-iron, to the public, and to 
its Representatives in Congress, that you will make 
a special and searching inquiry for the dataon which 
the Commissioner has based his statements, and into 
the accuracy of our statements as above, that the 
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centh may be made public and error, however strongly 
Ted. be effectually confuted. 
p LEHIGH CRANE IRON COMPANY, ; 
Catasauqua, Lehigh county, Pennsylvania. 
ALLENTOWN IRON COMPANY, : 
: Allentown, Lehigh county, Pennsylvania. 
sAUCON IRON COMPANY, 
Hellertown, Lehigh county, 
ANDOVER IRON COMPANY, 
Phillipsburg, Ne w Jerse Ww. 
MONTGOMERY IRON COMPANY, 
; Montgomery county, Pennsylvania. 


J.B. MOORHEAD & CO., . 
Montgomery county, Pennsylvania. 

ROBERTS IRON COMPANY, 
Allentown, Lehigh county, Pennsylvaniu. 

REPPLIER, LANIGAN & CO., 
Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, 

CHESTNUT HILL IRON ORE COMPANY, 
Columbia, Laneaster county, Pennsylvania. 

fi. HA LDEM AN & Ct Ris Ch tchie 8s Station, ' 
Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. 

¢. B. GRUBB & SON, | 
Columbia, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. 

c.S. KAUFFMAN, 
Columbia, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. 

ATKINS BROTHERS, 
Pottsville, Montgomery county, Pennsylvania. 

CARBON IRON COMPANY, ' 
Parryville, Carbon county, Pennsylvania. 
HENRY S. ECKERT, Reading, Pennsylvania. 

Gg. DAWSON COLEMAN, 

Lebanon, Pennsylvania, 

[he petition was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. ol 

Mr. DRAKE. I present a petition from 
citizens of St. Annie, Missouri, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege, and I ask 
to make a remark in connection with it, as it 
is the first petition on that subject which has 
been presented by me from my State. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator 
from Missouri desires to make a remark on 
this petition. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. DRAKE. I simply wish to say that if 


Pennsylvania, 


dians. The petitioners pray that some provis- 

ion be made for removing them to other reser- 

vations, thereby opening a large and useful 

tract of land to the citizens and settlers of that 

State for settlement. I move the reference of 

this petition to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SAWYER presented the petition of J. M. 
Johnson, of South Carolina, praying for com- 
pensation for losses sustained by him through 
the action of United States troops during the 
recent rebellion ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BOREMAN presented the petition ot 
Fenton M. Henderson, of Leesburg, Loudoun 
county, Virginia, praying for the removal of 


his political disabilities ; which was referred to | 


the select Committee on the Removal of Polit 
ical Disabilities. 

Mr. PRATT presented a petition of citizens 
of Indiana, in favor of the enactment of a law 
for the compulsory prepayment of all domestic 
postages except on such matter as may be enti- 
tled to free delivery by special enactment ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of M.S. Mar- 
shall and others, citizens of North Manchester, 
Indiana, in favor of the abolition of the frank- 


| ing privilege; which was referred to the Com 


mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. FENTON presented the petition of 
Matthew Callaghan, claiming that he has made 
various suggestions in relation to postal matters 


| which have been adopted by the Post Office 


| compensation therefor; 


proper provision is made for paying the neces- || 


sary postages of Senators and Representatives 

[ am in favor of the abolition of the franking | 
privilege; and that abolition seems to me to 

call for another reform, which will save proba- | 
bly ten times as much to the Government every 
year as the abolition of the franking privilege 
will save, and that is the cessation of the print- | 
ing, for general distribution, of enormously 

expensive documents, which are sent abroad | 
through the mails of the country to the people, | 
who never read them. I wish in this way to 


express my sense of the necessity whenever || 
we come to the abolition of the franking privi- |} 
lege of also abolishing, to a large extent, the || 


expense of printing public documents. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The petition will | 
be referred to the Committee on Post Offices | 
and Post Roads. 
Mr. ABBOTT presented resolutions of the 
Corn and Produce Exchange of Alexandria, 


| 





Virginia, in favor of the plan of the Mediterra- || 


nean and Oriental Steam Navigation Company 
of New York for establishing aline of American 
steamships from Norfolk, Port Royal, and other 
southern ports to the ports of the Mediterranean; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 
_Mr. CORBETT. I desire to present a peti- 
tion from citizens of Pennsylvania, identical 
with that which was presented by the Senator 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Scorr] a few moments | 
ago in regard to the statement of the Special 
Commissioner of the Revenue, Mr. Wells, as | 
to the cost of pig-iron. TI will state in con- 
nection therewith that the cost of producing 
pig-iron in the State of Oregon is thirty-one | 
dollars in gold. I think this question should 
be thoroughly examined before any action is 
taken upon it. I move the reference of the 
petition to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to, : 


Mr. CORBETT. I also desire to present 
the petition of citizens of Portland, Oregon 
connected with the Labor Exchange Associa- 
tion, asking for the sale of the Umatilla Indian 
reservation in that State. 
occupies a large extent of territory in my State, 
upon which there are about eight hundred In. 


That reservation | 


| 





| 


Department and have been of great benefit to 
the country, and praying that he may be allowed 
which was referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. CRAGIN presented the memorial of 
the president and directors of the Swanscot 
Machine Company, of South Newmarket, New 
Hampshire, remonstrating against the granting 
of the petition of George H. Corliss for the ex- 


|| tension of his letters-patent of March 10, 1849, 


for improvements in the steam-engine ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

He also presented the petition of I. A. 
Cushman and others, of Lebanon, New Hamp- 
shire, praying for the abolition of the franking 


privilege ; which was referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. NYE presented a petition of Gentile 
citizens of the Territory of Utah, praying to be 
taken within the boundaries of the State of 
Nevada; which was referred to the Committee 
on Territories. 

Mr. FERRY presented a petition of citizens 
of West Goshen, Connecticut, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. FOWLER presented a joint resolution 
of the Legislature of Tennessee, in favor of the 
passage of a law by Congress granting to all 
soldiers who served in the war of 1812 six 
hundred and forty acres of the public domain ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen 
sions. 

He also presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of Tennessee, in favor of the pas- 
sage of a law by Congress removing the dis- 
abilities of all the citizens of Tennessee which 
are imposed by the fourteenth amendment to 


| the Constitution of the United States; which 
| was referred to the select Committee 


on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS 
On motion of Mr. CRAGIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case 
of Allen Smith on the files of the Senate be referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. EDMUNDS, it was 
Ordered, That Mary C. Lane have leave to with 


draw her petition and papers from the files of the 


Senate. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Lol 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on th 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 234) relating to acknowled; 
ments of deeds or other instruments of writ 
ing in the District of Columbia, reported 
without amendment. 

Mr. CORBETT. I am instructed by th: 
Committee on Commerce, to whom was rr 
ferred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 65) t 
extend the port of entry of the collection dis 
trict of Oregon, to report it back, and ask to | 
discharged from its further consideration ; au 
Il am also instructed to report a bill as a sub 
stitute for it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint x 
lution will be laid on the table, and the b 
now reported will have its first reading. 

The bill (S. No. 395) to establish the col 
lection district of Willamette, in the State o! 
Oregon, was read and passed to a secon 
reading. 

Mr. POMEROY, from the Committee o1 


| Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill 


(S. No. 351) for the protection of the settle: 
within the Fort Ridgely military reservatio: 
Minnesota, reported it with an amendment 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 

Pablic Lands, to whom was referred the bill 
S. No. 107) to extend to the mouth of th 
Columbia river the land grant heretofore made 
fora railroad in Oregon, reported adversely 
thereon; and it ordered to lie on th 
table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee 
Public Lands, as a substitute for the bill la 
acted on, reported a bill (S. No. 396) granti 
lands to aid in the construction of a railroa 
and telegraph from Portland to Astoria 
MeMinnville, in the State of Oregon ; 


was 


Wihiici 


was read twice by its title, and, on h 

tion, recommitted to the Committee on Pul 
: 

Lands 


BILLS LNTRODUCEI 


Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous 
sent obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. N 
397) amendatory of the preémption law 
which was read twice by its title, referred 
the Committee on Public Lands, and order 
to be printed. 

Mr. WILLEY. A gentleman of high inte 
ligence and respectability has placed in 
hands this morning a bill abolishing the frank 
ing privilege, with the request that I should 
introduce it. Jam in favor of abolishing thi 
franking privilege, but there may be other pro 
visions in this bill that have not my coneur 
rence; and yet, as it is said that in a multitude 
of councilors there is wisdom, I ask leave t 


introduce the bill for the purpose of 
ence, 


rete} 


By unanimous consent, leave was granted to 
introduce the bill (S. No. 398) to abolish the 
franking privilege and to establish a letter-car 


| rier’s system in cities of five thousand inhab- 


itants; and it was read twice by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
COST OF PRODUCING PIG-IRON. 
Mr. SCOTT submitted the following resolu 
tion ; which was considered by unanimous con 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury b« 
requested to communicate to the Senate the informa 
tion and data which may be on file in the Bureau o! 
Statistics and under control of the Special Co: 
missioner of the Revenue upon which is based | 
statement in the report of the said Cemmissi 
for the year 1859, relating to the cost of Amer 
pig-iron, that * Inthe valley of the Camber!an:! 
in the anthracite districts of Pennsylvani 
Scranton, the Commissioner is informed by t! 
versant with the businessthat theaveragecortolm 
ufacture in the case of furnaces favorably *: 
under good management, and with coal at ordina: 
prices, isnot in excees of from twenty-four totwen 
six dollars per ton, and in some instances is much I 
than this figure, These estimates, it is furthermo: 
to be observed, include a liberal interest on the ea; 
ital invested, which is turned on 2n average from ' 
to three times per annum 








y 
4 
e 
ie 


452 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


PRIVATE 
Mr. WILLEY. I present the following 
order for the consideration of the Senate: 


BILL DAY. 


Ordered, That every Friday during the present ses 
ion cf the Senate, after the morning hour, be set 
apart for the consideration of business coming from 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, the Com 
mittee on Claims. and the Committee on Patents and 
the Patent Office, in the order in which said commit- 
tees are herein named, 


The VICK PRESIDENT. Is there objection 
to the immediate consideration of this order? 

Mr. FERRY. Let it lie over. 

Ihe VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie over 
inder the rule. 

SKIZURE OF SPIRITS, 

Mr. COLE. I desire to call up Senate reso- 
lution No, &2, with a view to having it referred, 
and atthe sametime, before the reference, offer- 
ing some remarks upon it. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from California moves that the Senate proceed 


10 the consideration of joint resolution (S. QR. | 
No. 82) relating to the seizure of distilled spirits | 


in California. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. President, before the 
Christmas holidays I sought an opportunity to 
eall up this resolution (No. 82) for the pur 
pose of referring it to the Committee on Re- 
trenchment; but the pressure of executive and 


other business crowded it out, and I now avail | 


myself of the first opportunity to carry out the 
purpose then entertained of making a state- 
ment of the reasons that induced its intro 
duetion. 

As stated in the preamble, a large amount 
of distilled spirits were seized a short time ago 
by the collector of internal revenue in San 
l'rancisco, for alleged violation of law in refer- 
ence to the payment of taxes. These spirits 
were shipped to California from the Atlantic 

ide, | believe from the port of New York; 
but they were manufactured and mostly owned 
in Ohio and Kentucky, the business being done 
through liquor houses in New York and San 
l'rancisco. 

The quantity seized was some thousands of 
barrels, worth toward a quarter of a million 


dollars, and, as might have been expected, so 


large an interest called for the most strenuous 
exertions to obtain its release. The faithful 


and resolute officers making the seizure came | 


in for an ample share of abuse from the owners 
of the liquors and their agents, and when all 
those means failed which always fail when at- 
tempted upon conscientious officials, the grace- 
less business of breaking down and removing 
those officers was vigorously entered upon. 
The supervisor of the Pacifie coast, a com- 
petent oflicer, was invited to resign, and the 
supervisor from the District of Columbia and 
Maryland, a Mr. Fulton, accompanied by a 
(jeneral Cowen, from Ohio, to act as his clerk 


or aid, were sent out to California for the osten- | 


ible purpose of investigating internal revenue 
matters there. The sequel shows how faith- 


fully they performed their work, and possibly | 


what the real object of their mission was. 

It should be remarked in passing that those 
rentlemen had been in California but a short 
time when General Cowen, though an entire 
stranger, was nominated and appointed super- 
visor for that State; so that we were favored 
at once with two officers of the same grade, 
both exotics, the one from Washington but. 
formerly from Ohio, and the other from Wash- 
ington or Ohio, as is most convenient, both 
good men and true no doubt, true to the inter- | 
ests of Washington and Ohio, if not of Cal- | 
ifornia. These things occurred less than two 
months ago, but excited not much attention | 
until what appeared to be sinister purposes 
began to be developed in the transaction. 

As a representative of the Pacific coast, and | 
naturally feeling an interest in the good name | 
of that section, I was not a little mortified and 
astonished to see in the Chronicle of this city 


r 


on the 25th of November, under the head of 


** Departmental—Official and Political,’’ the 


following, evidently intended to pave the way, 
a sort ot forerunner of an anticipated result: 
“Supervisor Fulton's visit to California.—Mention 


| was made in the Chronicle recently that Supervisor 


Fulton, of the district embracing Delaware, Mary- 


| land, and the District of Columbia, had been dis- 


| to be one of those official visits embracing more of 
pleasure than business. It now appears, however, | 


| authorities, 2 f 
| this printed report, well-paid witnesses appeared on 








patched to California by Commissioner Delano; but 
the object of the visit then appeared to be secret, 
some being of the opinion that it was merely intended 


that Commissioner Delano, in this instance, as in all 
others, ordered the visit with purely business intent. 
In fact, Commissioner Delano had received inform- 
ation that pretty well satisfied bim of the existence 
in that region of immense frauds on the revenue, 
and he determined to fully bring to light and expose 
them, and, if possible, bring the perpetrators to 
justice. 

‘During the latter part of 1868 the Government 
ordered to that country a special Treasury agent 
named Samuel Purdy, with instructions tolook after 
the interests of both the internal revenue and cus- 
toms departments, and an extended printed report 
was submitted by him to Congress at the request of 
that body. Statements therein embraced and sworn 
to left no room for doubt that fraudulent transac- 
tions had been indulged in thatState, and that there | 
were officers of the Government deeply interested. 
Some of this class of men it is believed are in office | 
yet, and Supervisor Fulton will give them his atten- 
tion. 

**In Mr. Puardy’s investigations he was assisted by 
revenue oflicials who appeared to doso in good faith, 
but who it was soon ascertained were only endeav- 
oring to retard the examinations and to lead the in- 
vestigators astray. Bonded warchouses containing 
some five hundred thousand gallons of spirits were 
thoroughly inspected, and soon fully sufficient frauds | 
appeared to cause Mr. Purdy to carry the matter to 
the courts. During the judicial investigations it was 
soon made manifest to the prosecution that several 
United States officials had privately obtained econ- 
fessions of judgment by threats and otherwise where 
no frauds existed. Distillers who were afraid that 
some phase or technicality of the law might operate | 
harshly ugainst them were led into these confessions 
rather than stand the test of the law and probably 
heavy costs attending a proposed compromise. No 
receipts were passed in many such cases, and conse- 
quently no returns of money were made tothe proper 
In some of these cases, as appearsfrom 


the stand, and the aequittal of accused and guilty 
parties was the result. 

‘From San Francisco fine liquors were shipped in ' 
bond, but when the vessels would arrive at their 
destination the easks were discovered to contain 
wateronly, which naturally led to the belief that the 
liquors had been drawn out at some intermediate 
point on the voyage, and the consequent vacuum 
supplied with water. 

“It is estimated that the covering up, at least | 


| temporarily, of many fraudulent transactions cost 


the perpetrators many thousands of dollars. At all 
events rich developments are expected to be made | 
to the Internal Revenue Bureau within a few weeks 
by Supervisor Fulton, for he is one of the most en- 
ergetic officers in the service of the internal reve- 
nue department.”’ 


Knowing some of the statements in that 
article to be entirely false, and a portion, at 


|| least, of the insinuations to be utterly ground- 
| less, I could not but suspect that some motive || 


not altogether justifiable instigated its publica- 
tion. 

The information in the article, beyond ques- 
tion, emanated from some one in the Internal 
Revenue Bureau. The whole tone and tenor | 
of the tirade demonstrate that fact. ‘‘ Com- 
missioner Delano,”’ says the writer, ‘‘in this 


| instance, as in all others, ordered the visit of 


Fulton with purely business intent,’’ and no 
doubt it was true he meant business. But the 
writer continues: 


‘In fact, Commissioner Delano had received 
information that pretty well satisfied him of the 
existence, in that region, of immense frauds on the 
revenue, and he determined to fully bring to light | 
and expose them, and if possible bring the perpe- 
trators to justice.” 


That sounds well at least. It is positively 
good. It is in the highest degree patriotic. 
It is the duty of every officer of the Govern- 
ment and every citizen to bring to light, expose 
and punish frauds upon the revenue, and I 
freely promise the Commissioner my support 
in all such exertions; and that is my task at 
present. If it should turn out, however, that 
the frauds were not ‘in that region,’’ Cali- 
fornia, but in the region of Cincinnati, Louis- 
ville, New York, and other places on this side 
of the continent, it may be some relief but 


| it will be no gratification to my constituency. | 


'be made to the Internal Revenue | 
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They are not a people to rejoice in the calam 
ity of anybody. While they love justice the, 
do not exult over the misfortunes or mis, * 
duct of their fellow-men. e 

We were promised ‘‘rich developments 


nts to 
nah 7 ° ureau 
within a few weeks by Supervisor Fulton.” 


The few weeks have now past and we 
having some rich developments, but not 
much affecting the officers and people of §,, 
Francisco as the officers and people closer 4: 
home. 
A report of Samuel Purdy, who was sent ; 
California under Johnson’s administration ;, 
make up charges against faithful officers there. 


are 


_who did not agree with that Administratioy, 
_ was made the pretext, in part, for the missio,, 


of Fulton. The trifling, ex parte, and exceed 


_ ingly unfair report of Purdy was already here, 


It had been printed on the motion of a reputed 
Republican member of the other House, yo 
Democrat, I presume, being found so cow. 
pletely imbued with injustice as to call for th. 
promulgation of so iniquitous a document. |; 
was thus paraded before the world, but i) 
every impartial mind bore upon its face the 


_ plainest evidences of the malevolence that jy 


| stigated its production. 


Fortunately for the 


_ interests of the Government and the reputa 


tion of the officers the antidote accompanied 
the intended poison. 

Some of the officials who were the object of 
Purdy’s pointless shafts are the same who haye 


| lately seized the whisky in San Francisco, and 


it is concerning them that‘ rich developments’’ 
by Supervisor Fulton were promised. The 
happy idea was conceived by some one in the 
interest of whisky and political wickedness, 


that the secret, ex parte, star-chamber-repor! 


game might be played over again, and perhaps 
this time with better success, in which event 


| certain officers would be removed and near a 
| quarter of a million dollars’ worth of fraud: 
_ulent whisky would certainly be released from 


custody. 

Of this Supervisor Fulton I know but little, 
but something. He is pronounced in the arti- 
cle above quoted ‘‘ one of the most energetic 
officers in the service of the internal revenue 
department.’’ This, however, I do know of 
him, that before he proceeded on his mission 
of rich development to California he had full 


| and free conferences, in this city and in Bal- 


timore, with the agents and attorneys of the 
parties whose whisky was under seizure. [lis 


| going on that mission was known to them some- 


time before his departure. It was known to 
them soon after, probably as soon as his going 
was concluded upon, the principal attorney of 
the whisky party being early put in communi- 
cation with said Fulton by the Commissioner 
himself. 

On his arrival in San Francisco he imme&- 


ately set himself about making so much of an 


investigation of the seizures, and no more, as 


| would afford him a shallow pretext for recom- 


mending a release; and he did recommend to 
the Department in Washington a release of the 
spirits without giving the seizing officers the 
least opportunity to present facts in justifica- 
tion of the seizures. Those oflicers endeav- 
ored time and again to induce this eastern 
emissary to hear the reasons for their action, 
but in vain. It seemed to be no part of his 
errand to ascertain from the only proper sources 
the grounds for the seizures. The officers pro- 
posed to demonstrate by redistillation in his 
presence, by the analysis of the best chemists, 
and in various other ways, the correctness ol 
their procedure, but all appeals to the justice 
of this energetic supervisor were useless. | 
the shortest time that could at all be justified 
his report is forwarded to Washington recom- 
mending a release of all the spirits. Upon that 
report its discharge has been recommended 
by the internal revenue department, as I am 
informed from various sources, as well as by 
the following, which appeared in the city papers 
December 25, last month, a sort of official 
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tement, / 

\l | Political: 
ternal Revenue Affairs in California,—A W ash- 
correspondent telegraphs that Supervisor 
of Baltimore, who went to San Francisco a 
+ time ago to examine into revenue matters 
especially in regard to whisky shipments to 
‘ection, has forwarded his report to the Depart- 
Itappears that the California revenue officers 
attempting to protect local distillers have embar- 
ced the receipt of spirits from the Atlantic States 
ey igures, thus provoking dissensions between the 
ntile interests of the Pacific coast and the mer- 


SULTAN 


‘ In 
n 





ian : s . 
. release of the whisky seized. 


mmendations have been submitted to Com- 
oner Delano, and a commission of Revenue 
Paroau officers have been approved and confirmed. 
rhe matter has also been submitted to Secretary 
+well, and there is no doubt he will concur in the 
-neonmendations also. Steps will be taken to pre- 
vent the annoyance to eastern shippers in future.” 
md to eastern shippers in the future is doubt- 
ss to have officers on duty in California who 
will not annoy such shippers, even if the offi- 
ers have to be imported from Ohio and Wash- 
ton. If the offices in California can be 
filled by agents of the western whisky owners, 
or at their dictation, such annoyance in the 
future willcease. But the release of the liquor 
has not yet been actually effected, the case, 
heing now, as stated, before the Secretary of 
the Treasury. It was upon the presumption 
that the matter would be determined by per- 
ons subordinate to the honorable Secretary, 
or that in the multitude of most arduous duties 
devolving upon that very distinguished and 
eliable officer it would be impossible for him 
to make a personal examination of this case, 
hat I presented the resolution. Had I felt 
hat he could give the matter ample attention 
| might have forborne the step, though it was 
oudly called for by the report of Supervisor 
Fulton, the recommendations of the solicitor 
of the internal revenue department, and others, 

Seeing a great wrong about to be perpetrated 

ipon my constituency, I interposed this reso- 
ition to preventitif possible. The resolution 
[ hope will be referred, as all joint resolutions 
by the rules must be, when the committee can 
make needed alterations, and then I hope it 
will pass. 

In justice to the officers in San Francisco I 
now give the following telegraphic correspond- 
ence between the office of the revenue collector 
and the Commissioner at Washington. 

On the 29th of July the following telegram 
was sent: 


lhe steps here promised to prevent annoy- 


t 





San Francisco, July 29, 1869. 
lion. C. DELANO, Commissioner, Washington : 
Several hundred barrels of low-proof whisky land- 
ng here from Ohio, Kentucky, and Illinois, in ori- 
nal warehouse packages, pronounced by experts to 


e rectified. What shall I do? 
L. CURTIS, 


Deputy Collector. 
Answer: 
WASHINGTON, July 31, 1869. 
L. Curtis, Deputy ¢ ollector, San Francisco : 
Analyze contents, and if found to eontain any for- 
eign matter or to be rectified, seize and report finally. 
C. DELANO, 
Commissioner. 
Mr. Curtis then placed samples in the hands 


of several chemists, and received the following 


certificates from them : 
San Francisco, July 30, 1869. 
Str: Thesample of high-wineson evaporation leaves 


a residue of eighty-five hundredths of one per cent. 
of sugar and a little coloring matter. 


Yours, respectfully, 
Henry P, WaKELER, sq. JAMES HOWDEN. 


Dear Sir: The above statement is the result of 
analysis of the Souupre of high-wines you left with 
me, by my chemist, Mr. Howden. 

Yours, respectfully, 
ines H. P. WAKELEE. 
Mr. Curtis. 


_ STATE Assayer’s Orricr, 
San Francisco, August 5, 1869. 
Dear Str: I have carefully analyzed the sample 
of alcohol marked “ Stag Head,” placed in my hands 
for examination by you, and find the same to contain 
ne fifth of one per cent. of sugar. 


Respectfully, yours, 
LOUIS FALKNEAU, 


{Seal, } 
State Assayer. 
Mr. L. Curtis. - 


nts of the East. Supervisor Fulton recommends | 
Che report and | 











Several experts were consulted, all of whom 


agreed in pronouncing the liquors rectified 
liquors ready for delivery as beverage over the 
bar. 

In compliance with the above instructions 


|| Mr. Curtis seized about two thousand five hun- 
| dred barrels of whisky. 


This took place about 
the 12th and 15th of August; and so the 
matter rested until it was determined that 
by hook or by crook these spirits should be 
released. 

After making the seizure Mr. Curtis reported 
the same to Commissioner Delano, and on the 
16th day of September he sent samples of the 


| principal lots seized, with a copy of the certifi- 





cate of analysis, and asked that the matter be 
left to the decision of the United States courts. 
The law requires that spirits shall be run di- 
rectly from the still through closed pipes to a 
receiving cistern in a room of which a United 
States officer keeps the key; it is then drawn 
off into barrels and immediately placed in the 
distillery warehouse, first affixing a warehouse 
stamp, and it remains in custody of the store- 
keeper till the tax is paid, when a tax-paid 
stamp is affixed, and the spirits are then de- 
livered to the owner. Up to this time it will 


casks and represented by those stamps must be 
pure high-wines. If after that it undergoes 
any change, either by redistilling, sweetening, 
or coloring, the warehouse and tax-paid stamps 
must be erased and a rectifier’s stamp put on. 
Under this interpretation of the law the seizure 
was made. 

And a more careful, dispassionate, and de- 
liberate procedure can hardly be pointed out 
in the whole history of the revenue service. 
Every step was taken that could be taken to 
determine the fraudulent character of the 
spirits, and when that fact was determined be- 
yond a peradventure and by the direction of 
the head of the bureau the seizure was made, 
but, of course, without the expectation that 
strenuous exertions would so soon be made 
from the same source for the release of the 
property and the destruction of the officers 
seizing it. 

Justice to my constituency requires that I 
should take notice of the following dispatch, 
which bears the distinct ear-marks of an eman- 
ation from interested parties here : 

**Cuicago, December 22.—The Tribune’s Washington 
special dispatch says Supervisor Fulton, who went to 
San Francisco in reference to the large seizures of 
eastern whisky belonging to Kentucky and Ohio 


| parties, reports to Commissioner Delano recommend- 





| market in California as in any other part of the-| 
| country whatsoever. 


ing the release of the whisky. He expresses the 
opinion that the shipment from New York was in 
regular order, and the change in the color com- 
plained of as evidence of fraud was due to charring 
the barrels. 
deputy collector was in a plan to drive out and keep 
out eastern whisky. It is also charged that leading 
financial influences in San Francisco combined for 
that purpose; and as part of that scheme no quota 

tions of whisky appeared in the papers of that city 
for three months. When the late removals of rev- 
enue officers were made three different names were 
submitted to Commissioner Delano by the ‘ring,’ 


| but on investigation it was discovered that charges 


were pending against each of the persons recom- 
mended, which, if proved, should send them to the 


| penitentiary.’’ 


[ hold in my hand files of the Commercial 
Herald and Market Review and San Fran- 
cisco Market Review which show that full 
and complete quotations of whisky have ap- 
peared regularly inthe papers of San [’rancisco. 


| The other leading papers of that city exhibit 


the same fact, and that misstatement is 
exploded. 

The statement that there ‘‘ was a plan to 
drive outand keep out eastern whisky”’ is equally 
groundless. The plan is to compel eastern 
whisky to pay the just exactions of the Gov- 
ernment as the whisky manufactured in Cali- 
forniais compelled to do, nothing more. When 
it has done that it will find as uninterrupted a 


fully 


So far from there being 
a plan to drive out eastern whisky, no person 


| on that side of the continent except the seiz- 


ing officers knew anything about it, and so far 


| were guilty of crimes. 
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as they know the Commissioner alone on this 
side knew of it. 

It is heralded to the world that “ three differ- 
ent names were submitted to Commissioner 
Delano by the ring.’’ What ring? The names 
were submitted by me alone, for their eminent 
fitness, and without consultation with any one 
and not in pursuance of the request of any 
person. Bat such are the desperate straits 
to which the whisky interests are driven and 
such their base resorts. 

The office of collector of internal revenue in 
San Francisco became vacant December 8, 
by the death of the incumbent; and not only 
three names, as stated in that dispatch, but an 
additional half dozen of the most reputable 
citizens of California were submitted in turn to 
fill the vacancy, and it will astonish many good 
people to learn that those names were all sent 
by Commissioner Delano through the telegraph 
to these strangers from Ohio, Fulton and 
Cowan, to report upon their fitness; and that 
those worthies reported that they were all unfit 
men, and some of them, not naming which, 
The names so submit- 
ted were all gentlemen of the highest character 


i and most unblemished 4 oe eae in San Fran- 
be observed that the spirits contained in those || 


cisco, where they reside ; but these Ohio whisky 


| emissaries have the unbridled audacity and 


| business must not be interrupted. 


nnparalleled impudence to pronounce them 
unworthy the trust for which they were named. 
But ‘* steps were to be taken to preve nt annoy- 
ance to eastern shippers in future.’’ 

Millions of dollars have been made by send- 
ing untaxed whisky to California, and the 
The Gov- 


| ernment has been defrauded out of these mil- 


lions, and this cheating must be continued. 
To accomplish these ends the whisky thieves, 
the defrauders of Government, must have the 
selection of their own agents to fill the offices 


| in California; and before the death of the late 


lamented Collector Rawlins—as honest a man 
as his most excellent brother, the late Secre- 
tary of War—it was determined by Fulton 


| and Cowan to remove him and put in his place 


one who could more easily be handled for 
their interests. 
i confidently expect the cotiperation of the 


| Senate, and of the Presideut, and of the Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury, to prevent a consum- 


The evidence goes to show that the | 


mation of these outrages. No community 
in this Republic has ever before been sub- 
jected to such indignities. The magnitude of 
the insult is only equaled by its boldness, its 
audacity. 

Theimpression is prevalent that the tax upon 
distilled spirits is colleeted up pretty closely 
under the present administration of the internal 
revenue oflice. This is a mistake ; avery large 
amount escapes taxation entirely. The popular 
error arises from the fact that during the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1868, the tax collected 
upon spirits amounted to only $18,665,631 ; 
whereas during the next fiscal year (the last) 
the amount from the same source was $45,026,- 
102. But to reach the true state of the case it 
should be borne in mind that on the Ist of 
July, 1868, twenty days before the passage of 
the law reducing the tax upon spirits from two 
dollars a gallon to half a dollar, there were in 
bonded warehouses, well secured for taxation, 
the enormous amouut of 27,278,420 gallons. 
The tax upon this at that time would have 
amounted to $54,556,840, which added to that 
actually collected would have summed up for 
that year $73,212,471. But the spirits in 
bonded warehouses were required by the law 
of July 20, 1868, to be withdrawn and the tax 
paid thereon before the end of the last fiscal 
year ; so that the tax upon this large amount 
in warehouse was added to the tax upon the 
manufacture of that year, and there has actually 
been collected upon the manufacture of the last 
fiscal year the tax upon considerably less than 
40,000,000 gallons. It is true that during the 
same period there were manufactured, in addi- 
tion, some 16,000,000 gallons, which remained 
in bonded warehouses tax unpaid. It appears 











therefore, that the total amount of distilled 
piritsaccounted for to the revenue department 
forthe year ending June 30, 1869, of the man- 
ufacture of that, year, was less than 56,000,000 
gallons. ‘The amount of distilled spirits pro- 
duced in the year 1860 was 88,002,988 gallons. 
‘The product has been steadily increasing, and 

it must be apparent to the most casual observer 
that many million gallons escape taxation every 
year even underthe present moderate exaction 
of fifty cents a gallon. But at the low rate of 
fifty cents a ailien the tax is one hundred per 


formed, and | have sought information upon 
the subject, that after the most strenuous 
exertions of this brigade of spies and detect- 


ives from Ohio, only a very few most trifling | 


irregularities are reported, and these without 
any opportunity for explanation on the part 
_ of the collector’s office or parties accused. 

I assert it as my belief that no internal rev- 
enue collector’s office in Ohio, nor in any other 
part of the United States, has been more ably 
and faithfully administered than the one in 


'| San Francisco ; and in this I am sustained by 


cent. ad valorem, a rate which has afforded | 


a sufficient inducement for an evasion of the tax 


laws when applied to other articles, whether of 


domestic or foreign production ; and the history 
of this article will show that it is not the least 
liable of all commodities to escape taxation. | 


regard it as a fact quite indisputable that the | 


revenue is defrauded out of millions of dollars 
due upon whisky annually. Only a few days 
ago we read in the papers that ‘‘ an investiga- 
tion into the affairs of a single whisky manu- 
‘acturing firm’’ in Cincinnati ‘ shows that its 
profits during the year amounted to nearly a 


the facts. 
A larger amount has been collected there 


than in any other city of equal wealth and 


} 


million dollars, upon which no tax has been | 


paid ;’’ and it was stated that other develop- 
ments, no doubt ‘‘rich developments,’’ 
anticipated in the same quarter. 


{ 


were || 
These vast | 


whisky frauds in Ohio will account in some | 


degree for the shipment of free spirits from | 
The amount of | 


there to the Pacific coast. 
fraud upon the revenue in that quarter is im- 
mense. 


These Cincinnati frauds, it appears, were 


discovered during the absence from ‘‘ that re- 
rion’’ of Fulton, and Cowen, and Barnes, and 
Smith, and Dunn, and Heaven only knows how 
many more, who were searching in vain for 
some dereliction of duty on the part of the 
officers in California. ‘The question very nat- 
urally suggests itself why such very vigilant 
ofticers, and so many of them, did not make 
these discoveries before they left this side of 
the continent; and persons might be unchar- 
itable enough to conclude that if they had re- 
mained at home in Ohio the frauds there never 
would have been discovered. 

The ‘rich developments ’’ 
them in California by the departmental writer 
in the Chronicle has resulted in the arrest by 
them of two small boys, in San Francisco, for 
selling matches without alicense. ‘These two 
poor little lads were taken with pompous show 
before a United States commissioner, exam- 
ined, and in default of bail were sent to prison. 

his, so far as I have been able to learn, is the 
extent of the development of fraud in California 
by these five astute Ohio whisky detectives. 

hailing to find any ground of complaint 
against the officers who had captured their 
{raudulent whisky, they as in duty bound cast 
wildly about them for an opportunity to wreak 
‘heir impotent vengeance upon somebody else 
n California. But before their work was com- 
pleted, while they were yet in the midst of their 
business, and the day after this resolution 
appeared in the San Francisco papers, one of 
the five, the newly made supervisor Cowan, 
posts back in hot haste to Washington, and 
has been here already several days avowing 
his purpose to be to secure the confirmation 
of a certain person for collector, whom I avow 
to be the selection of Fulton, Cowan, and 
company. 

ldo you believe, sir, that Ohio whisky had 
anything to do with their mission? If not, 
why comes this B. R. Cowen from his new field 
of duty, with so much speed, back to this 
capital when the plan for the release of the 
whisky 1s interrupted? Why this marked, this 
manifest solicitude in particular circles to re- 
lease the whisky and to destroy the reputation 
of our officers ? 

The only justification before Heaven or 
humanity for this extraordinary conduct would 
be the development of some marked official 
misconduct in the office of internal revenue 
collector in San Francisco ; but, sir, | am in- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


promised for || 





| population, and notwithstanding the change- | 
| able character of the population, the assess- || 
| ments are collected up closer there than in any | 
city of which I can find the returns and at a | 


_ smaller percentage of cost than in other dis- 
' tricts where about the same amount is col- 
lected. During the last year of the high tax 


district, San Francisco, paid within a small 
amount as much tax upon that commodity as 
the ten metropolitan districts of New York 
city and Brooklyn, including the celebrated 
thirty-second district. In fact, while the whisky 
tax was evaded everywhere else, in Califor- 
nia it was and has always been honestly and 
squarely paid. 

In the long and tedious process of sending 
| whiskyfrom the distillery in Kentucky or Ohio, 

by way of New York and Cape Horn, to San 
| Francisco, many opportunities are afforded for 
| evading the tax upon it in whole or in part; 
| and California is literally flooded with untaxed 
| eastern whisky, while her distilleries are com- 
_pelled to lie idle and her grain permitted to 


| the whisky shipped from the East to the Pacific 
| coast paid its tax as does that which is manu- 


| factured in California, the latter would not be | 
| driven out of the marketasitis. Grain is abun- 


dant and cheap in California. It is cheaper 
| there than anywhere else in this country ; 


| labor also is as low in that State among the | 


| Chinese, and capital is not wanting to run dis- 
tilleries. ‘The climate is unsurpassed for the 
| business of distillation, and yet near three mil- 
lion gallons have been sent from this side to 
supply that market during the last year. When 
it is considered that these spirits are taken 
from some interior town in Ohio or Ken- 
'tucky and transported to Louisville or Cin- 
| cinnati, thence to New York city by rail, and 
thence all the way round to San Satins, 
eighteen thousand miles, incurring the heavy 
expense of carriage by railroad as well as by 
sea, repeated storages and drayages, leakage, 
freight, insurance, interest on the investment, 
and commissions, the conciusion forces itself 
upon one’s mind that if they honestly pay their 
taxes they cannot successfully compete with 
the California production, the original cost of 
which is lighter and the quality equally good 
if not better. 

To my mind there is no doubt that a very 
large proportion of the spirits shipped to Cali- 
fornia from the Atlantic side escapes taxation, 
and such is the conviction of the people I have 
the honor in part to represent; a conviction 
which the mission of Fulton, Cowan, and com- 
| pany is but poorly calculated to dispel. But 
if there were any doubt after this synthetical 
| statement of the case, it would be removed by 

the analytical process of investigation which 
has been applied to it by most skilful chemists 
| in San Francisco, who one and all pronounce 
| it to be different material from that indicated 
| by the stamps on the packages. 
After a word or two in vindication of officers 


/and people of California I am done for this 
| day. 
statement, evidently emanating from the in- 


I shall indulge in this because of the 


ternal revenue department, that ‘‘immense 
frauds on the revenue’’ have been perpetrated 
in California, an allegation in my opinion made 
to divert attention from the truly immense 


upon whisky, this part of one congressional | 


| fall to the earth for the want of a market. If 
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| frauds elsewhere, not only upon the revenne 
| but upon the people of California, and becanse 
| of the threat, emanating from the same sou : 
| to bring tojustice the faithful and fe 
| cers of the revenue in California, 

I regard it, intended to conceal ti 
petrators of frauds. 

| _ In vindication of both people and officers | 
shall content myself with pointing to th 
| records, and I shall be happy indeed jf ¢; 
| assailants can find an equally ready ying 
| 


rce, 
arless off 
a@ threat, . 
1€ real per 


der 
1elr 


: ica 
tion. 


California in population and wealth js j 
| down in the list of States, but she ranks gcy 
|| enth in the amount of internal revenue paid 

As a community she is so poor and capital 
| Scarce that money readily commands from 01, 
| and a half to two per cent. a month in ho; 
| principal marts, and even higher rates in {iy 
|| interior of the country, and yet she pays within 
| a million or so dollars as much as the grog: 
| and wealtby State of Illinois, with five times 
|| the population, five times the wealth, and , 
|| representation in Congress of sixteen members, 
California has but three Representatives jy, 
the other House; Ohio has nineteen. (4); 
fornia, I have already said, is a new and poy 
erty-stricken State, but California pays more 
than half as much internal revenue as the grea: 
| and wealthy State of Ohio. California paid las: 
|| year $7,035,888 82, while Ohio, with a popy 
| lation and wealth more than six times that o! 
! California, paid only $12,534,956 45. If tax 
|, ation were to be equal and uniform through 
| out the Union Ohio, at the rate imposed upon 
'| California, ought to pay more than $42,000,000, 
| instead of $12,500,000. How is it that th 
Ohio people escape these $30,000,000 interne! 
revenue tax, or how is it that California yields 
$5,000,000 more than her due proportion? [ 
is, sir, because her officers are faithful and 
administer the law according to the letter and 
the spirit. And yet that people are subjected 
to indignity and insult. They are annoyed by 
} 





} yond endurance by men cent out there in the 
|| character of sneaking spies and informers. 
If there has been dereliction of duty in some 
of the offices in California it has not, to m; 
knowledge, been made the subject of com 
laint on the part of the Internal Revenw 
ureau against those particular officers. Tha 
there are a few unworthy men in that branci 
of the service in California, legacies of the 
Johnson administration, as a rule, I am pre 
pared to believe, and have often represented 
the facts to the head of that bureau, but with 
out the least avail. I make this statement 
because Iam unwilling longer to be held re 
| 


sponsible before my constituency for sucl: 
apparent neglect ofduty. Ihave found instea( 
of a disposition to displace bad officers, only: 
determination to interfere with the good ones, 
the persistency in which can find no explana 
tion in justifiable motives. 
Mr. President, this is a matter in which, i» 
the first place, the officers making the seizure 
arc interested to the extent of their good nam 
at least, but how much further I know not. 
The facts already detailed in reference to tl 
character of the spirits raises a sufficiently 
strong presumptive case against the honesty 0! 
their importation; but I find in the regulations 
issued by the office of the internal revenue 4 
declaration that ‘‘the absence of this stamp 
(for rectified spirits) from a cask of rectifie’ 
spirits is evidence of a change of package, an! 
will justify a seizure, if the package is u0! 
marked and branded as required by section 
forty-seven.’’ ‘‘A neglect or failure to com 
ply with the requirements of section twenty 
five, on the part of a rectifier or wholesale 
'| liquor dealer renders him liable to the forfeit: 
'| ure of all spirits owned by him or in which be 
_ has any interest, and to a penalty of $1,000. 
| The attention of all officers of internal revenue 
_is specially called to these instructions,’’ &c. 
| If the internal revenue officers of San Fran 
cisco with these instructions before them ha 

neglected to make the seizures it would have 











187U. 


een gooe 
indeed mt 
the comp 
oflicers. 
In the! 
the distil 
‘ sted. T 
fairness 0 
which ha’ 
their ver, 
lies idle, 
upon all | 

Third. 

ers of Ca 
a bushel 

spirits he 
yotorious 
that couL 
harvestir 
sacks, al 
in the ra 
warket. 

afforded 
grain for 
Fourt! 
ested in 

an injury 
more dir 
lions of 

for bad, 

foisted 1 
compara 
coast. 

In the 
United 
for whol 
to the ¢€ 
and uni 
cape of 
the burt 

Andf 
terested 
reputati 
every re 
executi 
shame ¢ 
to colle 
proclail 
and in 
the tax 
cents a 
duction 
improv 
large q' 

Whe 
noonda 
itive of 
is not 
tribune 
cers of 

In o 
questic 
mento 


“The 
books o 
partme 
brandy, 
whisky. 
being 2 
paid, w 
amoun! 
the wh 
parisor 
war.” 


The 
intere 
than 
spirits 
detert 
gallor 
parati 
shall t 
three 
usual. 
toad 
to pa 
stand 
and u 
This t 


gone 








1387V. 


eood ground of complaint against them, 

i = 

adeed much better ground than supports all 
mplaints yet made against those same 


n 


» CO 

licers. ° ° ° . 
in the next place, this is a question in which 
, distillery owners in Calitornia are inter- 

acted. They complain of the too papable un- 
irness of allowing large quantities of spirits, 

which have escaped taxation to be brought to 
yeir very doors for sale while their capital 
os idle, they being compelled to pay the tax 
’ on all their production. 

Third. It operates to the injury of the farm- 
ers of California. Every man there who raises 
9 bushel of grain that might be converted into 
-pirits has a stake in the question. It is a 
notorious fact that large quantities of grain in 
that country fall to the earth for the want of 


harvesting and that immense piles of it in 


sa 


n the rains of last autumn for the want of a 
Considerable relief would have been 


warket. 


ks, along the rivers and railroads, perished | 


afforded had there been a demand for this 


rain for the purposes of distillation. 
Fourth. Every citizen of California is inter- 
ested in this, not alone upon the principle that 


an injury to one is an injury to all, but for the | 


more direct and conspicuous reason that mil- 
lions of dollars are drained off annually to pay 
for bad, compounded, and poisonous liquors, 
visted upon them in place of the pure and 
comparatively harmless product of their own 
coast. 

In the fifth place, the people of the whole 
United States, every tax-payer and person 
for whom taxes are paid, is interested in this 
to the extent that taxation should be equal 
and uniform throughout the country. The es- 
cape of one people or class of people increases 
the burdens upon all others. 

And finally, the present Administration is in- 
terested in this matter. ‘The preservation of a 
reputation so exceedingly brilliant in almost 
every respect is somewhat involved in the proper 
execution of these whisky-tax laws. 
shame of the late Administration that it failed 
to collect the tax upon whisky. 
proclaimed that such tax could not be collected, 
and in the face of that disgraceful confession 
the tax was reduced from two dollars to fifty 
cents a gallon. At the same time with the re- 
duction the machinery for collecting was vastly 
improved; but it is still far from perfect, since 
large quantities yet escape. 

When the evidence of this is as clear as the 
noonday sun; when the proof seems to be pos- 
itive of the infraction of the law, if the matter 


It was the | 


It was boldly | 


is not left to the determination of the proper | 


tribunals of the country reproach upon the offi- 
cers of the Government is sure to follow. 

In order to illustrate the magnitude of this 
question I quote a line or two from the Sacra- 
mento Union of recent date. The writer says: 

— have compiled the following figures from the 
books of the custom-house and internal revenue de- 
partments for California. Imported during 1869: 
brandy, 200,814 gallons; alcohol, 75,000 
whisky, 2,667,476 gallons—the total importations 
Hemg 2,943,206 gallons of spirits, which, with duty 
paid, worth on an average two dollars per gallon, 
“mounts to $5,886,592, or nearly equal in value to all 
the wheat wo have exported this year. This com- 
parieon will show the importance of this ‘whisky 
_ The question is, therefore, one of very great 
interest to the Pacific coast. It is far greater 
than simply a test of the ownership of the 
spirits now under seizure. It is not merely to 
determine whether this one hundred thousand 
gallons should be forfeited or not; that is com- 
paratively trifling. The question involved is: 
wee the pueme one 7 ween annually with 

iree million gallons of bad whis 
ee hisky, and our 
usually stringent money market be subjected 
to a drain each year of several million dollars 
to pay for that whisky while our distilleries 
stand idle, while our laborers are unemployed, 
and vur grain perishes for want of a market? 
lhis thing has been going on for years ; it has 
gone too far already. California has suffered 


gallons; | 


f 





| sires to speak on this question. 
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enough by it; and I give notice now to all pat 
ties concerned, owners, agents, and oflicers. 
that, if I can enforce it, Atlantic whisky must 
either pay its taxes in the future or find a mar 
ket elsewhere than in California. Sheshall no 
longer without protest submit to insults and 
biting indignities in order that western whisky 
rings may grow fat out of the wrongs perpe- 
trated upon her. 

Mr. President, I move the reference of the 
resolution to the Committee on Retrenchment. 
which I suppose is the proper committee to 
take charge of it. 

During Mr. Co.r’s remarks, at one o’clock— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
California will please suspend his remarks. 
The morning hour having expired the joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 85) declaring Virginia 
entitled to representation in the Congress of 
the United States is before the Senate as unfin- 
ished business. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I move that the regular 
order of business be suspended until the Sen- 
ator from California concludes his remarks. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection it will be passed over informally until! 
the Senator concludes. ‘The Chair hears no 
objection. The Senator from California will 
proceed. 

Mr. Co.k having concluded, 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair will 
state that the unfinished business was passed 
over informally until the close of the remarks 
of the Senator from California. ‘The Chair 
understands that the Senator from Maine de- 
Is there objec- 


| tion? 


Mr. STEWART. 
discussion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There were some charges 
of a personal nature made involving high offi 
cers of this Government, and | certainly shall 
claim the right to reply, or desire at least to 
make a brief statement of the facts. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I regard this as the most 
extraordinary proceeding ever introduced into 
this Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly high officers of 
the Government should not be arraigned here 
without an opportunity being afforded of reply- 
ing to the charges. 

Mr. STEWART. I desire to have the Vir- 
ginia bill passed this evening. 

Mr. POMEROY. Postpone the Virginia bill 
for the present, and let us get through with this 
subject. 

Mr. STEWART. If this discussion shall 
not interfere with the sitting out of the Vir- 
ginia bill I shall not object to it. We want to 
sit it out to-night. I move that the Virginia 
bill be passed over informally for twenty min- 


I object to any further 


| utes, so as to allow this discussion to proceed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Nevada withdraws his objection and consents 


' that the unfinished business be passed over 


| introduced. 


informally for twenty minutes longer. Ifthere 
be no further objection that will be taken as 
the order of the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I can hardly 
think that the Senator from California has 
well considered the position he occupies. | 
do not believe he has brought to its consider- 
ation all the circumstances which ought to 
weigh upon a measure like the one which he has 
It is remarkable ; as I have said, 
one of the most remarkable proceedings that 
I have ever witnessed in the Senate. I am 
not, in the very few remarks which I propose 
to make, to be brought into a discussion of the 


| merits or demerits which may be involved in 


this controversy. I know very little about 
them. I do not seek to discuss them. You 
have a law regulating the collection of your 
| internal revenue, and, first, your Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue is made the appro- 
| priate officer who is to determine the questions 


This resolution isan assault upon his integrity 
not that the Senator from California so designs 
it, but it goes to that work by implication, and 
all the disclaimers offered will prevent 
that implication. If the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue shall err in judgment, th 


not 


law affords still another semedy by an appea 
to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Now, how stands thisecase? Taking the state 
ment of it as I gather it from the Senator who 
has just taken his seat, it has been submitted 
to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue; and 
I have listened with all care to see if either 
the Senator himself or other parties interested 
have sought to pursue their rights by an appeal 
to the Secretary of the Treasury. A friend 
behind me says it is before the Secretary. 
Yes; and I gather from the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue precisely that fact, that under 
the earnest appeals made by the Senator from 
California he did believe that it was both wise 
and prudent on his part, however clear in his 
judgment might be the rights of the owners of 
this property, that he should have the concur- 
rent opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury ; 
and he transferred the papers from his own 
bureau to that Department. 

Mr. COLE. I never heard from the Com 
missioner of Internal Revenue that it was to 
be referred to the Secretary of the Treasury 
He has never made any such communication 
to me, nor did I know when I introduced the 
resolution that it would go beyond his office. 
If it was in the hands of the Secretary of the 
Treasury at the time I did not know it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Well, sir, the Senator knows 
the law. The Senator knows that he had a 
right of appeal from the Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and he has not intimated that the parties 
have sought that. But the Commissioner has 
said to me that out of deference to the Sen- 
ator from California he voluntarily transferred 
it there, and there it is; and the Secretary of 
the T'reasury to-day is ready to investigate the 
matter and to listen to the Senator from Cali 
fornia and allow him to furnish all evidence 
that he may desire to furnish in substantiation 
of any position that he may seek to establish. 

Now, then, the point I make is distinctly this, 
and it is like appealing from a judicial body t 
a town meeting: that an appeal is now sough' 
from the proper tribunals that are appointed to 
investigate this matter to Congress, avoiding a 
decision of the Secretary of the Treasury, who 
by law is made the ultimate tribunal, and, | 
repeat, by implication casting a reproach upon 
him. I believe that that Secretary, I believe 
that that Commissioner, I believe that either 
of them is vastly better qualified to investigat« 
matters of this character than Congress can be. 
I believe that the law much more wisely places 
the power where it now is than it would be to 
place it in our hands. 

I desire to state one fact which has been 
communicated to me in relation to this whole 
charge. I am told at the Department that-the 
whole turning point in this controversy is 
whether these liquors are a different article 
from what they are represented to be. They 
were analyzed in California, and one fifth of 
one per cent. of sugar was found in them, and 
therefore in the opinion of the officer there 
they are not the article which they are repre 
sented to be. 

Mr. COLE. I should like to inquire of th. 
distinguished Senator from Maine what pro 
portion of sugar is added to high-wine when it 
becomes rectified? In my opinion one fifth of 
one per cent. is about all that is necessary t’ 
be so added. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I am no chemist; I am 
no expert. I do not drink whisky at al! 

{Laughter.] I might inquire as to that of my 
friend from Kansas, [Mr. Pomeroy;]} but upon 
my word I think he could give no better answer 
than Lean. I wish only to say that the officer 


| which arise in the administration of that Jaw. || who were deputed as disinterested men to go 
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to California and investigate this matter, as J 


am informed, brought a large number of sam- | 


ples of this very spirit here for analyzation, and 


they are at the Department now, and on that | 
analyzation the Department formed its opinion. | 


Still, 1 do not propose to go into that matter. 
I simply say it is wiser to leave this subject 
where the law has placed it and not involve 
ourselves, either the one way or the other, in 
these controversies of the ‘‘whisky ring.’’ 
Parties have got rights as well as the Govern- 
ment, and we ought not to interpose our power 
for delay or in any other way, so that parties 
shall be ruined where the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, the Secretary of the 


the 


| merce 


l'reasury concurring, declares there is no cause || 


for a seizure. I think, therefore, it is wise, 
eminently wise, to leave the law as it stands; 
and if these parties desire the opinion of the 
Secretary of the Treasury they can have it. 
ers are now before him. He will not 
this resolution is pending here. 
1 desire to say that | 
believe we have no man in this Government of 
higher integrity than Columbus Delano. 

| now move to indefinitely postpone the 
joint resolution 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I wish 
to say but a few words in regard to this matter, 


The papers 
decide it while 
In conclasion, sir 


| was $1,000,000, but at any rate a very 


this whisky and who insisted that they were 
simply carrying on an ordinary legitimate busi- 
ness of merchandise, transferring whisky from 
New York to San Francisco, but also from 
reports of other officers in California, that this 
whisky was seized, not for the purpose of en- 
forcing the revenue laws but to prevent com- 
between New York and San F[ran- 
cisco. That was the allegation. Thereupon 
the Commissioner, feeling that this was a grave 
matter, involving a large amount—I do not 
know the value of this whisky; perhaps it 

cues 
amount—selected a gentleman who was re- 


| garded in the office as among the best super- 
visors in the United States—Mr. Fulton, a | 


man who is known to many Senators here— 


| and sent him to California to investigate the 


case. The Commissioner sent with him a gen- 
tleman of as high a character as any man in 
the Senate, although a young man; a gen- 


_tleman who has been adjutant general of the 


and chiefly because the charges now made in- || 


volve very seriously the integrity of a gentle- 
man who is known to most Senators present, 
and whom | know as a thoroughly honest man. 


his case will justify the reluctance with which || 
« man who has any regard for his own reputa- | 


tion would accept the office of Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue. If every person who is 
disappointed in getting an office, every person 
who is disappointed in a decision made by the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, can bring 
the matter before the Senate and make all sorts 
of charges against that officer, how can we 
expect any gentleman with a due regard to his 
own reputation to accept the office? 

The Commissioner has spoken to me in 
regard to this matter and feels exceedingly 
sensitive about this resolution. He sees upon 
the files of the Senate and before the Senate 
« resolution arraigning his private character. 


ile demanded and insisted that I should call | 
the resolution up for action so that he might | 


either be convicted or else be acquitted. As 
a matter of course, in the pressure of business, 
I could not call up a personal matter of this 
kind, especially in the face of the declaration 


of the Senator from California that he intended | 


to call it up and make it the basis of some 
remarks. Inthe mean time the Commissioner 


of Internal Revenue has been laboring under | 


the smart, the sting of this reproach against 
his integrity; for that is the way he regards it, 
and so would I were | in his place. 

‘The truth is the whole of this case is ina 
nut-shell. An oflicer of the revenue—not, I 
believe, the collector, but some subordinate 
othcer—seized a large amount of whisky that 
was in course of transportation from New York 
to San l’rancisco, amounting to some four 
thousand barrels. If that seizure was right 
the property would be confiscated and sold, 
and, as a matter of course, the owners of the 
property would be entirely deprived of it, and 
would have to pay heavy penalties. If it was 
wrongly seized the Government became re- 
sponsible for all the damages and all the con- 
sequences of personal injury to the persons 
who owned this property. Here was a very 
important matter. The first thing that Mr. 
Delano did on recciving intelligence of this 
seizure was at once to sustain the officer. The 
honorable Senator from California, in his re- 
marks, quoted the telegram communicated by 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue to the 





oflicer, directing him to hold the whisky and | 


send forward as rapidly as possible the proof 
upon which this very heavy seizure was made. 
In due course of time information came to 
him, not only from the persons who claimed 


| 


State of Ohio, a man of unexceptionable repu- 
tation, not connected with the ‘* whisky ring ;’’ 
a man whom I myself vouch for as a person 


| whom I would have selected in an important | 


case of this kind where I wanted the judgment 


| of astraightforward man. That is Mr. Cowan. 


He was not in office, but he was sent to accom- 
pany Mr. Fulton, so that they might give Mr. 
Delano the result of an impartial investigation. 
They went there, they made the examination, 
they reported that in the particular cases of 
seizure the whisky that was then seized was 
the ordinary whisky of commerce, precisely 


| what it purported to be; that it was trans- 
| ported by merchants in New York to persons 


in San Francisco for sale, and that the whisky, 
so far as they could ascertain, was just in the 
ordinary state that it would be if purchased in 
Ohio or anywhere else, except that the color 


| was somewhat changed by the charring of the 
_ barrels inside. 


However, as the whole matter 
depended rather on a chemical analysis than 
the mere taste of the whisky, they sent speci- 


' mens of that seized here to Washington, where 


it could be carefully examined. 

There is no question that all this was done 
in good faith. The specimens came here and 
were cxamined, and there was a concurrence 
of opinion from all the skillful persons who 
examined them that the whisky was the ordi- 
nary whisky, that it was precisely what it pur- 
ported to be, and that it was really transported 
in the ordinary course of trade, with no inten- 
tion to defraud, mislead, or cheat any one. 

‘The Commissioner of Internal Revenue about 
this time also received from California grave 
charges against many of the officers of the in- 
ternal revenue system. He had the matter 
investigated, and I have a paper in my hand 


| which | shall ask to have read to show the na- 


ture and character of thisinvestigation. Finally, 
all the papers in the case, with the proofs that 
were presented on both sides, the report of the 
officers there and all the evidence they fur- 
nished, and the very samples of whisky fur- 
nished by the officers themselves, and the result 
of the examination made by the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue, were transmitted to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. The subject is now 
pending before him. The very moment the 
charge was made against Mr. Delano that he 
had in some way or other set aside these seizures 


| because some of the whisky came from Ohio, 


he refused to have anything to do with the 
matter, and he never made a decision in the 
ease. He declined to make it, and the whole 
subject is now before the Secretary of the 
Treasury to determine whether or not thé 
whisky seized in San Francisco is the ordinary 


_ whisky of commerce manufactured in the west- 
' ern States. 


And yet, in the face of this, my honorable 
friend, influenced I have no doubt by his feel- 


ing of State pride and the strong desire in San || like my friend from Maine ; 


Francisco and California to make all the whisky 
they drink there—and I wish to God they did, 
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| because they make better whisky than wa , 


| Mississippi valley. 
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in Ohio—brings this case here. Now, | ,... 
tell him in all seriousness why we can under, 
sell his constituents in California in makin. 
whisky. There is no place in the world wher 
corn can be produced so cheaply as jy th 
It cannot be produced ;, 
California to anything like the extent o, ,. 
compete with Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana cop, 


| More whisky can be made out of corn ths, 


other grain in proportion to its cost. Beside. 
capital being more abundant in Ohio, the, 
being old distilleries and they being better egt,| 
lished, they can undersell California. They 
not make near as good whisky as is made ; 
California, according to the testimony of ox 
perts; but in the ordinary whisky, that ; 
strong enough to poison in about four dram, 
I think we in Ohio can undersell the wor|q 
[Laughter.] We send it to California; and ¢}, 
folly of the people of California is that they wil 
drink Ohio whisky instead of good whisky o, 
brandy made from their native grapes. © _ 

Now, Mr. President, I shall leave this matte; 
when the Secretary has read a letter I hold j; 
my hand, which is signed by Mr. Cowen 
and Mr. Fulton. It was not intended to be 
read to the Senate on a matter of this kind. 
but, as the Senate will see, relates to another 
branch of our business in regard to appoint 
ments that came before us. 1 think, however, 
in justice to these two gentlemen, it should by 
read now, because they have been denounced 
here as ‘‘ whisky emissaries.’’ This isa grave 
imputation that ought not to be made by any 
Senator unless he can furnish some evidence 
that these men are whisky emissaries. They 
are gentlemen of very high character. Any 
Senator who now hears me knows how he would 
feel if denounced as a whisky emissary in the 
Senate of the United States. The two men 
who arethus denounced, so far as I know, are 
honorable gentlemen, and one of them | do 
know well, and I know that he is as honora)h|: 
@ man as any gentleman here present. 

It seems to me these two gentlemen ough 
not to be denounced in this way. And the im 
plication made to lie also upon Mr. Commis 
sioner Delano, who is admitted upon all hand: 
to have taken this office with reluctance, to 
have discharged its duties ably, to be an honest 
and pure man, long in public life, and now pas' 
the prime of life—it seems to me it is pretty 
hard to characterize him as a whisky emissary 
unless there is some strong and flagrant proof, 
and here there is no allegation that can possibly 
excuseit. Ifthe charge is true it is the duty 
of the Senator to bring the proof to the atten- 
tion of the Senate, to the attention of the 
country and brand them with the infamy they 
deserve ; but until the charge can be sustained 
by some semblance of proof, such as would 
leave a reasonable man no room to doubt, it 
seems to me they ought to enjoy the reputation 
they have earned in a long life spent, some of 
them, in the service of their country without 
being tarnished by any flings or taunts or innu- 
endoes in the Senate of the United States. I 
seems to me it is very severe, very hard upon 
a man who holds an office of this kind and dis- 
charges its duties well, if at every stage, every 
step of his proceedings, he is to be arraigned as 
a whisky emissary. I nowask that the letter, 
which I send to the Chair, be read. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator state 
on the other hand what the article seized i: 
alleged tobe? If it isnot the ordinary whisky, 
what is it claimed to be? 

Mr. SHERMAN. They insist that it is rec 
tified whisky. They insist that it is rectified 
whisky, first, because its coloris different from 
the color of the ordinary raw whisky, and, sec- 
ond, because of the sugar in it. Iam told that 
in all corn whisky there is more or less sugar, 
but Ido not know anything about it. 1 am 
do not drink the 
article, but try to get something better if | 
have to take anything of that kind. [Laugh- 


1870. 
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1 Now [ask that the communication which 


| have referred to be read. 
' The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


San Francisco, CALIFORNIA, 
December 24, 1869. 

Ne pn Sres: It has occurred to me that certain 
summstances connected with the revenue matters 
this city justified me in sending you such a state- 
+ og would enable you to act understandingly in 
ur official capacity when called upon to doso with 

gard to matters here. eee : ; 
| came here 1n company with pupervisor Fulton, 
‘Baltimore, entirely ignorant of the feuds and 
fionsin the party, and of the revenue oflicers on 
ry here, and an entire stranger in thecity. We 
pw nothing Of any irregularities in revenue mat- 
and were therefore entirely unbiased at the 
we began our investigations. ‘The only man 
npected with the revenue department or inter- 
ed in our examinations, who came to call on us 
arrival, was Mr. Lucien Curtis, then acting col- 
vector of this district. He treated us with the utmost 
‘ndness, and showed a disposition to make ourstay 
ore very pleasant. He is shrewd, intelligent, afia- 








ind altogether prepossessing in manner and 






pearance. ; 
Under these circumstances we began our investi- 
itions, and examined quite a number of witnesses, 
*btained copies of letters of instruction, &c. All 
these examinations revealed a most shameful disre- 
-ard of the revenue laws and regulations on the part 
f the collector’s subordinates, the gaugers and store- 
pers, also on the part of some of the assistant as- 
irs. We found that Curtis was the ruling spirit 
mong revenue Officers throughout the entire State, 
nd bis decisions and instructions have been quoted 


us, not only here, but in several of the other dis- || 


We found that he had advised and instructed 
caugers, storekeepers, and assistant assessors; had 
idvised or encouraged the latter to disregard the in- 


tructions of the assessor, had repeatedly refused to || 
| putes I will let it go over till a quarter past 


\rrect errors When they were called to his notice, 
indin many ways refused or neglected to enforce the 
laws and regulations when requested sotodo. He 


has neglected to seize where there was good cause | 
and made seizures where there.wasnocause. He has | 


ystematically derided the decisions and instructions 


f the assessor and many of the regulations of the | 


Commissioner; talks much of the propriety and neces- 
sity of trying to prevent the importation of eastern 
spirits to compete with the domestic article. The 
Morning Call newspaper here, edited by an ex-col- 
lector, (Frank Soule,) an intimate of Curtis's, fre- 
quently charges upon the Commissioner connivance 
with the eastern whisky rings, &c. 

The assessor here, against whom we were some- 
what prejudiced when we first came, inasmuch as he 


cept out of our way, and seemed somewhat reticent | 


when questioned, has tried every means in his power 
tocorrectirregularities. His letter book for months 
past shows instructions issued to gaugers and others 

ich if obeyed would have done much to enforee 
compliance with law and regulations. Butthe facts 
how that his instructions were disregarded by the 


augers and by some of the assistant assessors, en- | 


couraged thereto by the acting collector and inter- 
ested business men. 


Assistant assessors, some of them, deride and de- | 
1ounce the laws and regulations, call them imprac- | 


ticable, foolish, or tyrannical, and so characterize 
them to business men whocomplain of the rigor of the 
laws. In fact some of these officers have acted as if 
they held their places atthe will of the business men, 
ind when too particular (?)in theirassessments have 
been complained of by the latter and removed. 


We find very few of the distilleries, rectifiers, and | 


dealers is spirits or manufacturers and dealers in 


tobaceo, snuff, and cigars complying with the law. || 


In some eases brought to our notice the acting col- 
lector has been informed of irregularities without 
taking any steps to correct or punish them. 


Curtis has been collector in fact during the entire | 


term of Soule and Rawlins; and to Colonel James 


Coey, now postmaster here, who was collector for two || 


days, he (Curtis) sent a man with a proposition to 


give Coey $2,000 per month if he (Coey) would con- | 
tinue Curtis in charge of the office, $1,000 per month | 


of this amount to be refunded as his salary. This 


proposition Coey declined, and was forthwith re- |} 


moved. 

The collector has sold books of stamps to dealers ; 
has issued stamps to parties or to a party who had 
no license as a dealer orrectifier. 
October last of an illicit establishment, but paid no 
attention to the information; and when Mr. Fulton 


ordered said establishment seized a few days ago, on | 


his own information, Mr. Curtis told his October in- 
formant that he (Curtis) had informed the supervisor 
of it, when he had not. After the seizure of the first 
fioor and contents Mr. Fulton made further examin- 
ation and found an illicit rectifying establishment in 


the cellar, which he ordered seized, and has since || 


ascertained that the October information also em- 
braced the cellar and its contents. ae 

He has advised gaugers that daily reports from 
them were a nuisance and unneeessary, although the 
law expressly requires them. , . 

In relation to gauging, not to gotoo much into de- 
tail, we have found that thousands of barrels of 
spirits have been stamped, marked, and branded 
where the gauger never even saw the packages, and 
it is seldom indeed that the gauger tests the con- 
tents of the packages. Stamps were delivered to 
dealers signed in blank by gaugers, and these stamps 
were filled up and affixed to the barrels by the deal- 
ers, who then sent and borrowed the gauger’s stencil 
brand and canceled thestamps. Evenat distilleries 





He was notified in | 


| matters here if properly sustained. 
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the gauging was cqually loose, and packages were 
seldom gauged. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thetwenty min- 
utes having expired, the Virginia bill is again 
before the Senate. : 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
it be postponed for the present. 
say a word or two myself. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the communiea- 
tion the reading of which has been commenced 
will be finished. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont proposes that the pending order, 
which is the Virginia bill, be postponed. 

Mr. STEWART. I object. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Merely for 
temporary purposes, fora brieftime. — 

Mr. STEWART. I fear that if it goes over 
now it will go over for the day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unan- 
imous consent to postpone the Virginia bill 


I move that 
I desire to 


| informally, and the Senator from Nevada ob- 


The Chair understands the Senator 
from Vermont to move that it be postponed. 
Mr. CONKLING. Howlong does the Sen- 


jects. 


| ator from Vermont want it postponed? 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
minutes. 

Mr. CONKLING. Lhope the Senator from 
Nevada will consent to let it lie over ten min- 
utes. 

Mr. STEWART. 


Not over five 


In order to settle all dis- 


two, and then [ shall insist on going on with 
it. That will give seventeen minutes for this 
matter. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objee- 


| tion to the further informal postponement of 
|| the Virginia bill to a quarter past two o’clock 
| to-day ? 


Mr. POMEROY. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Vermont insist on his motion? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I ask for a 
vote on the motion. I shall occupy but a few 
minutes. My motion is to postpone the Vir- 
ginia bill till a quarter past two o’clock. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Senate joint res- 
olution No. 82 is before the body, and the Secre- 
tary will continue the reading of the communi- 
cation which was commenced. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


These things we have found after a superficial in- 
vestigation; but we have gleaned enough more to 
satisfy us that when the offices are so reformed as 
to offer no obstacle to our labor the developments 
will be still more startling. 

The assessment and collection of the tax on incomes 
in the past has been most carelessly performed, and 
parties interested have defied the officers charged 
with that duty. An officer has been detailed to re- 
vise the income returns, but prior to our arrival he 
had been deterred from proceeding owing to threats 
made against him of removal. Since our arrival we 
have assured him that be would be sustained, and 
he has gone to work. He has already developed 
enough to guaranty the belief that $500,000 can be 
realized from that source, besides penalties. For 
example, one man had returned an income in 1867 
of $21,000, and in 1868 of $40,000. 
ascertained that he should have returned $135,000 in 


| 1867, and $257,000 in 1868, and there is good reason to | 
| believe that it will be still further increased. | 
| party referred to stands high in social and business 


circles and has filled a high official position in the 
country. When men of this class defy the law we 
cannot wonder that more obscure persons should 
follow their example. There are many such cases 
here, for there are quite a number of large incomes. 

To effect a reform there must be a new collector 
who will change the personnel of that office entirely 
and prepare Himself for a vigorous and a bitter fight. 
The interest which defies the law is the money in- 
terest of the city—banks, stock companies, and man- 
ufacturers. These must all be overhauled and forced 
to comply withthe law; but the officers who perform 
this duty must not only be honest beyond doubt, but 
brave and fearless of social ostracism or personal 
violence. In a word, revenue matters cannot well 
be worse here than they are. The most of what is 
written above is proven by affidavits now in the 


bands of the Commissioner, and much more can be | 


shown if we have the unqualified support of the 
Government. 

I feel justified in pledging my personal reputation 
to the truth of the foregoing and to reform revenue 
Mr. Fulton is a 
gentleman of high character, the most undoubted 
integrity, and thoroughly posted in revenue matters. 


It is definitely | 


The | 
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His record in che department is second to no officer 
on duty, and his success in other parts of the country 
has been so assured as to warrant the belief that he 
will make no mistakes here. 

lf you have confidence in my integrity and ability 
to redeem the above pledge I trust you will confirm 
the Commissioner’s choice of men here, and enable 
him to make any needed changes promptly and upon 
his own judgment of what is right in the premises. 
It would be almost a miracle if we could select tho 
right men for places the first choice, being entiro 
strangers in the city, but we will exert the utmost 
caution, and if we err the Commissioner should be 
allowed to try again until the right man is found. 

I came here at Mr. Delano’s request, in entire ig 
norance of the condition of affairs, and only antici 
pating a pleasure trip of a few week, but find that 
he has plunged me into a most unpleasant business. 
Lie has also sent me a supervisor’s commission with 
out my solicitation or desire,and expects me to con 
tinue the fight after Mr. Fulton shall have returned 
to the East. Reluctant as I am to leave my family 
and business for so unpleasant and unremunerative 
a place, yet I feel indignant at the abuse the press 
here is heaping upon us, and so shocked at the gen 
eral defiance of law shown that I feel a pride in ri 
ping the matter open to its rotten core and showing 
the country the true condition of things here. Iti 
more than can be expected of any one man or an) 
ten men, however, to do any good with the fear 
hanging over them that the Government will desert 
them when the trying time comes and leave them 
defenseless and disgraced. 

The papers are filled with the most sensational 
reports ct our transactions here, regardless of truth, 
decency, or honesty, and never until to-day, and 
then only because we sent for him, has any new 
paper man called on us relative to any of the nume: 
ous slanders afloat. Of course we will not enter into 
any newspaper controversy with any one. 


Mr. SHERMAN. The rest of the letter, 
relating to another matter, need not be read. 
Mr. COLE. It is but a few lines, and I 


|| think it had better all be read. 


Mr. SHERMAN. It relates to a matter in 
executive session, and I think it had better not 


|| be read. 


Mr. COLE. 
all be read. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


I wish the Senator would let it 


I think the last clause 


ought not to be read, as it is in regard toa 


matter of executive business. I have no objec- 
tion to the Senator from New York examining 
the letter, but I prefer it should not be read to 
the Senate now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ay- 
THONY in the chair.) The letter is under the 
control of the Senator from Ohio, being offered 
by him. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
read has been read. 

You must excuse this lang letter, but I think the 
facts stated fully justify it. 

Very truly, yours, B. R. COWEN. 


All that I desired to have 
It simply concludes thus: 


I fully concur in the correctness of the statement 
of factsasabove setforth, | 2 
ALEXANDER FULTON, 
Supervisor. 
Hons. Jonn SuermMan and WILLARD WARNER, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. (. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I have no 
doubt that the Senator from California believes 
that he is in the sincere line of his duty in 
making this somewhat ferocious attack upon 


| the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, and | 


as sincerely regret that he has been, as I be- 
lieve, misinformed in relation to the subject or 


| misled by the representations of parties imme- 


diately in interest. The selection of a Com- 


| missioner of Internal Revenue is one of the 
| most important acts of the Executive. 
'| often said that no reasonable sum would be too 
| great as compensation if we could only obtain 


I have 


the proper man for the place. It is a difficult 
matter to select a man with sufficient intelli- 
gence and sufficient executive ability who enjoys 
the confidence of the country for integrity to 
administer the duties of that office. In the first 
place, he is brought into conflict with various 
parties as to the selection of his subordinates, 
and those subordinates, by means of the for- 
feitures and various other perquisites connected 
with the proper administration of the duties of 
their office, are more or less interested. 

Mr. President, I knew Mr. Delano in the 
other House. and I believe him to be a man as 
well qualified for the place as any to be found 
in the United States. I have no question but 
that he is obtaining more revenue at the pres- 








is 
. 
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" 
ent time than has been obtained at any other || 
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ll. 
My proposition is to have this subject re- | it. I repel the statement that there 


period since the law in relation to internal rev- || ferred in order that a change can be made inthe | 


enue was enacted in proportion to the amount || law, not for the purpose of violating or thwart- 
of taxes that have been levied; and I believe || ing the law. I hope a proposition will be re- 
that it is as much our duty to sustain a man | ported by the proper committee to put some 
who is performing his duty faithfully as it isto | restriction upon the examinations of cases of 
hunt down rogues and raseals. I only rose on || this kind entirely outside of the courts, entirely 
this occasion to express my confidence in the || ex parte, and without giving the parties on the 
present chiefofthat department. Ifwecannot || opposite side the least chance of vindicating 
have confidence in such a man as Columbus || their conduct. What are our courts estab- 
Delano, all I have to say is, may the Lord have || !:shed for unless it is to determine cases of this 
mercy upon us. || sort? ‘There is clearly, on the testimony I pre- 

Mr. CASSERLY. | do not intend to enter || sented in my remarks at the outset, strong 
into this debate, and I should probably have 
aid nothing had it not been for the attack 


indicated by the stamps. 


|| coming here with the avowed purpose o 


which the Senator, m¥ colleague from Califor- || here the reports of the State assayer of Cali- | 
| the day. 


nia, has seen fit to make upon Mr. Samuel || fornia and of the ex-State assayer, and of other 
Purdy. Itis due to Mr. Purdy that I should } skillful persons as to the character of the 
say to the Senate that he does not deserve this } whisky. It is conceded now on this floor that 
attack. I have known him now for nearly || there is sugar in it. Sugar cannot be found in 
twenty years. During a great part of that time || high-wines such as are represented by the 
he occupied a prominent position in California; 





duty tq face and to defeat schemes of vast pub- 
lic spoliation; and no man before to-day has || 
ever in official station undertaken to cast the || 
least doubt upon his integrity. 
Let me say also that when the Senator speaks 
of his * 
he is equally mistaken. 


| part of one per cent. Sugar does not pass 
through the pipe in the distillation. It is that 
which remains as the residue, and any one who 


| maple tree knows that sugar is not evaporated ; 





Mr. Purdy may be in || spirits, and that of itself is a fact sufficient to 


| 


error in his conclusions; of that I say nothing; || require this thing to be determined by the courts | 


I do not enter into that part of this uncommon } of the country. If your courts are not estab- 
discussion; but malevolent, never. Ifheiscon- || lished for sucha purpose they are of very little 
spicuous for anything more than he is for in- || use and had better be abolished than be per- 
tegrity it is for his entire amiability of character. || mitted to exist. 

| shall vote for the motion to postpone, not || |The distinguished Senator from Maine stated 
because I am against California interests, but | that we should leave the question where the 
because I do not understand that any just or || law places it. That is the very question I 
proper interest in California is concerned in || wish should be determined now. I would leave 
doing @ great wrong in a matter of this sort. || it where the law properly places it, in the hands 
| shall vote for it because I have confidence in || of the officers of the law, to determine as to 
the high character of the two very respectable || whether this fraudulent whisky, as it is alleged 
business firms in San Francisco, (Messrs. Wm. || to be and as the proof I have presented here 
I. Coleman & Co., and N. G. Kittle & Co.,) || shows it to be, is whisky different from that 
who represent this property which is under 
scizure, and for the further reason that I have || represent it to be. 
no doubt about the facts; andif I had I should i do not know General Cowan. I never saw 
greatly doubt the competency of the Senate to || the man. I know but little of his history ; but 
come toa just conclusion upon a matter which || I judge him as I judge other men, by what they 
has foiled the department intrusted by law with 
that very subject beyond all others. 

Mr. COLE. I stated that Mr. Purdy had | 
been sent to California by the last Administra- 
tion for a particular purpose. I have been 
informed by persons who ought to know that || 
the report that was made by him was actually | 


his reputation may be; his actions are the 





has acted properly or not. 
One word as to Mr. Cowan’s letter which has 
been read here. Though he puts no fault upon 


prepared by other persons than himself. I || the collector's office that seized this whisky, | 
|| he finds fault with the gaugers and store- | 


know this of that — that the parties ac- || 


cused in it never had the slightest shadow of || keepers. He forbore, however, to state a fact 


an opportunity to explain what was stated in | which I will state. The gaugers and store- | 


it against them or to vindicate themselves. 
That is the kind of a report that it was. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Will my colleague allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. COLE. Certainly. 

Mr. CASSERLY.  Lask whether the report 
ot Mr. Purdy is not wholly or in great part 
made up of the sworn testimony of individuals? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour 
of two o’clock and fifteen minutes having ar- 
rived, it becomes the duty of the Chair to call |} Cowan and indorsed by this man Fulton. _ 
up the unfinished business which was laid aside I wish this matter to go before the Commit- 
informally. | tee on Retrenchment, to give them a chance to 

Mr. COLE. I shall detain the Senate buta || look into it. I do not wish this resolution to 
very few minutes if I can have an extension || be disposed of by a postponement. It would 
of time. be unjust to do so, and I believe the country 

Several Senarons. Go ahead. would look upon it in that light. I do not 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator || know what conclusion could be drawn from 
from California will proceed if there be no ob- || such a course of action except that the whisky 
jection. The Chair hears none. | interests are the strongest in all controversies. 

Mr. COLE. ‘The Senator from Maine[Mr. |) One further remark. There is a statement 
HAMLIN] seems to take it for granted that I 
have by implication attacked in some way the | in California must be persons who are fearless 
distinguished Secretary of the Treasury. In || of social ostracism or personal violence. That 


of the assessor alone, and these officers were 


| 





| lector’s office because they were improper men ; 
| and now complaint is made of the conduct of 
| the gaugers and storekeepers, for whom the col- 
| lector and the collector’s oflice who made this 
| 
| 
| 
j 


any one of you, Senators. Such is the unfair- 
| ness of the statement made by this General 








that respect I thought I had been guarded in || is a very unjust charge against the people of | 


| is acquainted with the sap that runs from the | 


which the stamps under your strict regulations | 


| do; and I judge the Commissioner in the same | 
way. I do not care who he may be or what || 


criterion by which to determine whether he | 


| keepers are appointed on the recommendation | 


appointed under the strong protest of the col- | 


seizure are not at allresponsible any more than | 


in that letter that persons appointed to office | 


'that man post back here as soon as | 
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danger of personal violence to any anit 
appointed to office in California. It has » a 
occurred and never will occur; but that * “9 
of the pretexts resorted to in this schem, , 
get this whisky released from the 
tody of the law. 


me t 
proper cus 
Why, let me ask you, dog. 


1€ under 


| stands that this matter is interrupted? \y) at 


»roof that these spirits are different from those || 
I have presented | 


business has he here in the city of Washingto, 
interfering with appointments for California 
sisting in that very matter, as the first moe 
three lines in the last clause of the letter, whic) 
was not read, will show ? 

Mr. STEWART. I call for the order o; 


y 
Mr. WARNER. I wish to make a Single 


remark. 


Mr. STEWART. That would lead to othe; 


| remarks. I insist now on the order of the day. 


| stamps upon these packages to the extent of | 
occasionally was in office where it became his | one fifth of one per cent. nor the thousandth | 


malevolence’ as animating his report || itis that which remains. Sugar is foundin these | 


| 





i 
1] 
| 


| 








my remarks. I complimented him very highly ; || San Francisco. They will not ostracize any | 


and I now repeat that no man in this Senate or 
elsewhere entertains of him any higher opinion 
than I myself do. 


officer. They will treat him with respect ; and 
these officers will be treated with respect, and 
have been to the full extent that they deserve 





| 
| 


| 
i} 


|| 


| 


| effect each member of the Legislature of said Stat: 


'} 





| oath; “I, -—— 


Mr. WARNER. I merely ask the courtes, 
of the Senate to allow me to make a singlp 
remark. - 

Mr.STEWART. I shall have to insist some. 
where. If IL yield now somebody else will way: 
to make a remark. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The uwafip. 
ished business is before the Senate. 

STATE OF VIRGINIA. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole. 
resumed the consideration of the joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 85) declaring Virginia ev. 
titled to representation in the Congress of the 
United States, the pending question being on the 
amendment of Mr. WILLEyY to the amendment 
of Mr. Epmunps. 

The amendment of Mr. EpMuNps was to 
insert at the end of the resolution the following 
proviso: 

Provided, That before this resolution shall tak; 
and each oflicer thereof, except such persons assha|| 
be affected by the further proviso hereinafter stated, 


shall take and subscribe and file in the office of the 
secretary of State of Virginia for permanent pre: 


|| ervation an oathin the form following: ** 1, ——-— 


do solemnly swear that I have never taken an oath 
asa member of Congress, or as an officer of the United 
States, or as a member of any State Legislature, » 


| as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to 


support the Constitution of the United States, and 


| afterward engaged in insurrection or rebellion agains 


the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemi 

thereof; so help me God;’’ or such person shall in 
like manner take, subscribe, and file the following 

- , do solemnly swear that [ hav 

by act of Congress of the United States, been relieved 
from the disabilities imposed upon me by the four 

teenth amendment of the Constitution of the Unite 
States; so help me God;” which oathsshall be take: 
before and certified by any officer lawfully author 
ized to administer oaths. And any person who shal! 
knowingly swear falsely in taking either of suc! 
oaths shall be deemed guilty of perjury, and shall bh: 
punished therefor by imprisonment not less than on 
year and not more than ten years, and shall be fined 
not less than $1,000 and not more than $10,000. Ani 
in all trials for any violation of this act the certifi- 
cate of the taking of either of said oaths, with proot 
of the signature of the party accused, shall be taken 
and held as conclusive evidence that such oat! 
was regularly and lawfully administered by com 

petent authority: And provided further, That every 
person who shall neglect for the period of thirty days 
next after the passage of this resolution to take, sub- 
scribe, and file such oath as aforesaid shall be deemed 
and taken, to all intents and purposes,to have vacate: 
his office. 


The amendment of Mr. WiLLEy was to strik« 
out the words: 

This resolution shall take effect, each member 0! 
the Legislature of said State, and each officer thereo!, 
except such poreess as shall be affected by the fur- 
ther proviso hereinafter stated. 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 


Any member of the Legislature of said State shall 
take his seat, or any officer thereof shall enter upon 
the duties of his office, he ; 


So as to read: 


Provided, That before any member of the Legisla 
ture of said State shall take his seat, or any office! 
thereof shall enter wean the duties of his office, h: 
shall take and subscribe and file in the office of the 





| secretary of State of Virginia for permanent preser- 


vation an oath in the form following, &c. 

Mr. WILLEY. I ask leave of the Senate 
to make a verbal altération in my amendment. 
Instead of the word “‘take’’ before “his 
seat’’ I desire to insert the word ‘‘ resume. 
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Mr. WARNER. In order togive me the op- 
portunity to say what I desire to say, I move 
that the Virginia resolution be postponed and 
that we take up the resolution of the Senator 
from California, 2 ' 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Alabama moves that the pending 
sgint resolution be postponed, with a view of 
-esuming the discussion which was interrupted 
by the expiration of the time fixed for the 
resumption of the consideration of the unfin- 
hed business of yesterday. , 
“Mr. STEWART. Lhope not. That discus- 

‘on can be finished some other time. The 
-esolution of the Senator from California is 
still on the table, and has not been disposed of. 
“Mr. WARNER. I simply desire to make 
one remark, and I have submitted this motion 
for the purpose of making it. I deem it due 
toa friend. The character of General Cowen 
has been assailed, and I simply desire to say 
that I have known him long, and I know that 
his character among those who know him is 
above reproach for honesty and integrity. I 
now withdraw my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
is withdrawn, and the joint resolution (S. R. 
No. 85) declaring Virginia entitled to repre- 
sentation in the Congress of the United States, 
is before the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole, the pending question being on the 
amendment of the Senator from West Virginia 
totheamendment of the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 


amendment, and not on the whisky ques- 


! 
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vase this resolution shall pass? If I under- 
stand it rightly the Legislature of Virginia had 
no authority to enter upon the election of Uni- 
ted States Senators at all. The whole extent 
of their duty was to pass upon the fifteenth 


amendment. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That is undoubtedly the 
law. 


Mr. HOWARD. Very well; then there is 
no election of Senators, and no occasion to 
admit them. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That does not necessarily 
follow. Undoubtedly the election of Senators 
in Virginia as it stands at this moment is, as 
it respects the Constitution of the United States 
and as it respects this body, which under the 
Constitution is the sole judge of it, totally 
ineffectual, or as it would be said of a will ina 
technical sense, totally inofficious. It has no 
legal effect ; but it will have legal effect breathed 
into it ifwe choose to ratify it and treat it asa 
valid election. There is the form; and it is 


| only in analogy to elections that have taken 


place in various of the other States, to elec- 
tions that have taken place in what were really 
Territories about to form themselves into 
States in anticipation of their admission here. 
I must admit to my friend from Michigan that 


| I do not think it is a good practice ; but it has 
| been the practice for a great many years, and 


I rise to speak on that |) 


tion, although I take an interest in it, I confess. | 


{ Laughter. 


the State of Virginia at once under this resolu- 


The substantial effect of the | 
amendment of my friend from West Virginia | 
is to admit Senators and Representatives trom | 


tion, and to require the members of its Legis- | 
lature and the officers of its government to | 


take the test-oath, in conformity to the four- 
teenth amendment of the Constitution, after- 
ward. Now, it seems to me upon principle, 


and a principle that ought to prevail in our | 
action when we are dealing with one of these | 


States, that whatever we think it fit should be 
done (as we all agree, I believe, that it is fit 
we should know whether that Legislature is 
composed of persons obnoxious to that amend- 
mend or not) should be done before the final 
act of restoration is completed. It is one thing 
to require that these people shall ascertain 
what their composition is under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States after they are com- 


them to ascertain what that composition is 
under the Constitution before you receive their 
Senators into this Chamber and their Repre- 
sentatives into the other; and there is the dif- 
ference. 

It does seem to me that Senators ought not 


to be in such haste to see the two Senators from || 


Virginia here, and this act entirely completed 
in every respect, as to make them jump over 
a principle which it seems to me all must agree 
is salutary, in requiring whatever is to be done, 
if it is fit to be done at all, in respect to know- 
ing what the condition of that Legislature and 
that government is, before the final act of re- 


ceiving them is accomplished; because once | 


received, there is much difficulty in dealing 


with the subject, if it should require action | 
afterwards, even if it should turn out that the || 
whole of these bodies are persons who cannot || 


take this oath. Thereis the difficulty. I hope, 
therefore, that Senators will not find it expedi- 


ent to take the step of declaring that her Sen- | 


ators shall be received, until in a few days we 
can know the condition of that people and their 
purposes and motives, by applying this test to 


| ize views by imposing some sort of test which | 


has been acquiesced in. Of course we can re- 
verse the practice ; but itis questionable whether 
we ought to reverse the practice as to any par- 
ticular case, unless there is some very good 


| reason indeed for doing so. 


Then, Mr. President, speaking again of this 
amendment and of the propriety of having 
what is to be done done before they are admit- 
ted, we must not forget that among our own 


political friends, men whose feelings and whose | 


judgments we ought to have respect for, there 
is extreme doubt, extreme solicitude as to the 


| propriety of this measure atall, upon the ground 


that they feel and they see, as they think, that 
it is only to enhance the danger to the people 
of that State that exists now, that they are to 
be in a worse condition than they are now. 
Let us, as far as we can, endeavor to harmon- 


shall be applied to the members of that Legis- 
lature and to the members of that government 


| before they are admitted which shall induce 
| them to say upon the record and under oath 


that they belong to a class of persons who are 
entitled to administer that government, and 


|| thus give us some little proof of their good faith 
pletely restored, and another thing to require || 





and of the way in which they are to administer 


it. Iam sure Senators ought not to object to 


that. 

Mr. CONKLING, 
Senator from Vermont does not entertain, and 
therefore does not appreciate the real objec- 


| tion to his amendment, which objection is the 
recommendation of the amendment offered by | 


the Senator from West Virginia. It was said 


| yesterday that this amendment was to provide 


a mere idle ceremony—lI borrow the language 
of some Senator. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 


It was not I that said it. 


Mr. CONKLING. No; [think it was not the | 


| Serator from Vermont. 


If that be so, of course 
the fate of this amendment in either form is 
immaterial ; but I submit to the Senate that the 
reverse is true. The Senator from Indiana 
[Mr. Morton] pointed out that a single man 
might defeat the taking effect of this resolu- 


| tion, and the Senator from Vermont modified 


them, which they can take or reject as they 


please. 

Mr. HOWARD. I wish to ask the Senator 
from Vermont whether in his opinion the elec- 
tion of United States Senators by the Legis- 
lature of Virginia is avalid and legal election, 
one which we shall be bound to recognize in 


| 
| 


| his amendment so as to obviate that objection. 


Now, I take it—and I ask him to attend to 
the suggestion which I endeavored yesterday 
morning to make to him—I take it as he now 
understands it, and as doubtless it has come 
to be by the modification which he has made. 
Then my objection to itisthis: that it deposits 


| with twenty men in Virginia, no matter who 


they may be, the power to say whether this 
resolution shall take effect, whether the fif- 
teenth amendment of the Constitution shall be 


adopted as regards Virginia, and whether the | 


It seems to me that the | 


| other things would follow: 
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election of United States Senators shall or 
shall not cease to be inofficious, as the honor- 
able Senator said, and come to be valid. 

Why do I say this? By the constitution of 
Virginia the number of the members of the 
senate of that State is forty. A majority is 
necessary to do business. Now, if twenty 
men, for reasons no matter how conflicting, 
no matter how heterodox, made up from no 
matter how many different directions, choose 
simply to resort to abstinence, what is the re- 
sult? lirst, this resolution takes no effect; the 
State of Virginia does not come in. Very 
well. Many Senators think it would be better 
if the State should not come in. Thus I con- 
sider upon that point that the argument 
would be, as the Senator from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Sumyer] by nodding his head indicates 
he thinks it is, in favor of the amendment. 
Let us admit that. But what else is to follow? 
The ratification of Virginia of the fifteenth 
amendment falls, does it not? Now, the hon 
orable Senator shakes his head ; I suppose 
partly because he does not listen to the ques 
tion or apprehend what it is. Does that Sen 
ator mean to say that the ratification of Vir 
ginia would be good if Virginia were not read- 
mitted to the Union; that before she comes 
back, and without her coming back, she has 
power to speak in ratification of a constitu 
tional amendment? Surely he does not mean 
that. If he does I shall wait to be set right. 

Mr. SUMNER. I mean simply that a loyal 
Legislature would at once give a loyal ratifica- 
tion to the constitutional amendment, so that 
we should have a ratification that was not 
merely formal, but substantial. 

Mr. CONKLING. Well, Mr. President, | 
see the error into which I fell by supposing 
that the Senator from Massachusetts could be 
yaying attention to the debate. [ Laughter. | 
His mind, as the Senate sees, is somewhere 
else; it is roving at large in that immense 
domain which it occupies. [ Laughter. ] 

I was submitting to the Senate that if twenty 
men abstained from taking this oath there would 
be no Legislature at all. That is a matter of 
course ; we all agree upon that; and therefore 
it will be seen by the Senator, if he will now 
observe it, that the ratification of the amend 
ment in futuro by this Legislature could not 
happen, because the very point is that if twenty 
men fail to take the oath there would not be a 
Legislature. There would be a Legislature in 
fieri, but not in fact. 

The Senate will see, then, that if twenty 
men, should the amendment of the Senator 
from Vermont be adopted, were to fail to take 
this oath, not only would Virginia not be recog 
nized—which I will admit now, for the sake 
of argument, would be advantageous—but two 
first, the fifteenth 
amendment would not be ratified as to Vir- 
ginia. Now, test this one moment practically. 
The honorable Senator from Missouri [ M: 
Drake] held the Senate for three days in grave 
consideration of an amendment the great rec 
ommendation of which was that were Virginia 
now recognized within ten days a majority of 
that Legislature would be found to rescind the 
ratification of this amendment. And yet the 
proposition is to deposit with twenty men the 
power to secure that same result. If there be, 
as Senators have argued here, a majority in 
the Legislature of Virginia fatally bent on mis- 
chief, a majority determined to strike down the 
fifteenth amendment, why should we een 
with twenty men the power thus to strike it 
down? And yet upon any construction that 
must be one of the results. So with the elec 
tion of United States Senators. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will my friend perm: 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What isto prevent thos: 
same twenty men from to-day striking it down 
by a simple act of resignation, if it 1s to hav 
that effect? They are only then out of office. 

Mr. CONKLING. Why, Mr. President, 





¢ 
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this is to do it—and that is the distinction to 
which I am giad the Senator calls his own at- 
tention—if twenty men resign they frustrate 
future legislation; but does that go back and 
upset the ratification of the fifteenth amend- 
ment? Not at all. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Mr. CONKLING, 


How does this? 


it not so? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Mr. CONKLING. 
this resolution shall take effect each member 
of the Legislature,’’ &c. The objection was 
made that if one member omitted to take the 


No, sir; read it. 


1 


secause you say that | 
this act shall not take effect, that Virginia shall |} 
not come in, until this oath has been taken. Is | 


‘* Provided, that before | 


oath that would frustrate the act, and there- | 


fore | understand the Senator to have so modi- 
fied it that not the refusal of a single one, but 
the refusal only of a majority of one House or 
the other can have that effect. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It contains no such pro- 
vision as that. The modification, which I 
thought was unnecessary but which I made to 
harmonize views and not to stand upon verbal 
criticism when you can correct it, now only 
makes the enacting part of this resolution—it 
is really merely permissive—apply only to 
those persons who within the thirty days are 
willing to take this oath which shall purge 
them of any objection under the fourteenth 
amendment ; 
not as to the body, but as to each individual 
i it who refuses to take this oath, that he is 
out of office; that is all. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then will the Senator 
answer me this question: if twenty men refuse 
to do it is not the Legislature broken up? 

Mr. SDMUNDS. No more than it is by the 
resignation of twenty men. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
tion. Its not the Legislature broken up if 
twenty men refuse to take it? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
is right about the constitution of Virginia, 
which I do not know, and provided there are 
no means of filling the vacancies. 

Mr. CONKLING,. Very well. 

Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator from 


New York allow me to ask the Senator from | 


Vermont one question ? 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. I desire to ask the Senator 
from Vermont whether he intends to have it 
understood that at the end of thirty days the 
resolution shall take effect, without regard to 
the number who fail to qualify ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is the effect of this 
resolution as it stands. If it should happen 
that the whole body of the Legislature should 
refuse to conform to a plain requirement of a 


constitutional law—because nobody on any side | 


of the House questions our power to make a 
provision of this kind, as I understand—I con- 
fess | should be a good deal disposed to unite 
with my friend from Indiana, who spoke so 
strongly about Georgia the other day, in under- 
taking to regulate the state of affairsin Virginia 
so as to endeavor to put that loyal people on 
its feet again. But I do not anticipate any 
such thing. ‘The resolution as it stands, just as 
the original act as to Georgia as it stood, would 
have completed the work ; but if it should turn 
out that the whole body of that Legislature and 
the whole body of officers elected to office in 
that State are now ineligible and cannot take 
these oaths, and therefore we are forced in order 
to vindicate the constitution to disorganize their 
government, | should be ready for one with 
iny friend to take that step to enable that peo- 
ple to reorganize themselves. 

Mr. CONKLING. L ask the Secretary to 
read the amendment of the Senator from Ver- 
mont as it stands modified now by him. 

Che PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment will be reported. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Provided, That before this resolution shall take 
effect each member of the Legislature of said State 


and it declares as to the others, | 


That is another ques- | 


It is, provided my friend | 





| the constitution, which he can read. 
should twenty men, members of the senate, | 


and each officer thereof, except such persons as shall 


| beaffected by the further proviso hereinafter stated, 


shall take and subscribe and file in the office of the 


| secretary of the State of Virginia—— 


Mr. CONKLING. 


That is enough. 


Vermont to set me right in this respect: the 


senate of Virginia consists of forty men; I beg |, 
| him to take that on my statement; here lies 


Now, 


fail or refuse to take this oath, will the senate 
be broken up or not? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It will undoubtedly be 
broken up on that point. 

Mr. CONKLING. In the second place, I 
ask the Senator whether being broken up this 
resolution will take effect until it is reinstated 
or the vacancies filled ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It will take effect. 

Mr. CONKLING. And the State will be 
recognized, notwithstanding ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CONKLING. Now, if the Senator from 
Vermont, having answered my question in that 
way, will make an argument to prove that that 
is the construction of this amendment, he will 
make an argument which has not yet been 
heard in the Senate, and which I cannot de- 
rive from these words. ‘That is all I have to 
say about that. 

The proposition as it would stand modified 
by the amendment of the Senator from West 
Virginia would have the effect which the Sen- 
ator from Vermont now attaches to it; that is, 
it would vacate the place of every man who 
does not take the oath; but it would have no 
other effect ; and then if the result should be.to 


reduce the Legislature to less than a quorum, | 


the requisite step would have to be taken to 


fill the vacancies, but in the mean time the | 


ratification of the fifteenth amendment, for 
example, would stand. Why? Because we 
recognize the State, and the moment we do 
that the act, although inchoate now, becomes 
complete. So in other respects the resolution 
would take effect. But as the Senator from 
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Now, | 
if I am wrong I will thank the Senator from |! and the action of her people at the polls j 
} - S18 Con 





ssanen? Wi 
sent to her restoration to her normal relations 
to the Union. And, sir, in the light of th, 
history of the last six months, I am prepared 
to say here that the State of Virginia has wi), 
the utmost good faith, so far as her public actj,, 


cerned, done all that in those reconstruction 
laws we required her to do; and in Voting 
for those laws, in imposing upon her people 
the conditions contained in those laws, wha: 
ever other Senators did, I at any rate pledged 
my faith that after she had done what she hq. 
done I would vote for her readmission. Noy 
the bill of the Judiciary Committee proposes 
identically this and no more. It proposes 4, 
carry out the pledge which I made; and henry. 
I prefer to vote for it precisely as it stand 

But I see that many Senators, conflicting j 


| their views, indeed, among themselves, desir, 


to place some additional condition, restriction. 
or safeguard about the restoration of Virginia: 
and I, in consideration of the probabilities of 
the result of the final vote in this Senate, mys: 
so vote as least to hamper the restoration of 
that Commonwealth. 

The amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Vermont is susceptible of ‘directly coy 
tradictory interpretations. The Senator from 
Vermont and the Senator from New York. 
both members of the Judiciary Committee, 
both high in reputation in this body and jy 
the country as lawyers, have distinctly oppo- 


|| site views as to the meaning of the amend- 


| ment proposed by the Senator from Vermont. 


| That is enough to condemn it. 
to send such a law to guide, or rather mis- 
| guide, the action of the Legislature of Virginia. 


| to the General Assembly of Georgia! 


Vermont insists upon it, and as it will be | 


should this amendment of the Senator from 


West Virginia be rejected, I cannot under- | 
stand how the Senator from Vermont is able | 


to say that it would take effect in any respect 
whatever. Therefore my objection is this: 
that in the light of the evidence presented to 


us—a memorial which has been commented on, | 


and other evidence—we can see but too clearly 
that on all sides there are men, making to- 
gether a considerable body, to whom I would 
a little rather not delegate the power to determ- 
ine for us hereafter whether this legislation is 
to be void or not. 


If the purpose is simply to subject every | 


member of the Legislature to take an oath | 


which shall search him in regard to his eligibil- 
ity under the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution, I am very glad to vote for that. 
I think that is wholesome, and I am very glad 
to vote for anything that is really a safeguard. 
But if the proposition is, as I cannot doubt 
upon this amendment it must be, to deposit 
with a small number of men tie power to assent 
to this legislation going forward, or the power 
to veto it by simply folding their hands and 
staying at home, then I submit that it is no 
safeguard, but that it is placing the question 
upon the perilous edge of very doubtful con- 
tingencies. 

Mr. FERRY. Mr. President, I am very 
averse to voting for any amendment to the bill 
reported by the Judiciary Committee. I re- 
gard that bill as containing precisely what it is 
the duty of the Senate to do. I think so be- 
cause, having in this body voted for the various 
supplemental reconstruction bills, I know what 
I intended in voting for those bills. I know 
that I meant that if the State of Virginia should 
carry out all the provisions which we incor- 
porated in those bills for her to perform, I as 
a member of this body would thereupon con- 


| 
| 


We ought not 


We sent down to Georgia the other day a law 
capable of a dozen different constructions, and 
the result is that to-day the Governor of Geor- 
gia is exercising the power of the sovereign 0! 
ingland and proroguing the Legislature of tha 
State, and the military commander of Georgia 
is appointing a military commission to decide 


| upon the qualifications of the members-elect 








sr, 
when we are legislating for the restoration 0: 
these States let us take instruction by an ex 
ample so recent. 

But the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from West Virginia to the amendment pro 
posed by the Senator from Vermont is clear 


_and plain. It accomplishes precisely what the 
| the great body of sentiment in the Senate in- 


dicates as being desirable, for now I believe 
there is no one here who holds that existing 
law requires the administration of the test-oath. 

Mr. SUMNER. [hold that most sincerely, 
aftera most careful examination of the statutes. 

Mr. FERRY. I had supposed that the de- 
bate of the last two or three days upon that 
subject had convinced even the Senator from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. SUMNER. Not at all. I think that 
the letter of General Canby is impregnable and 
unanswerable, and all the criticisms upon it 
have fallen to the ground. 

Mr. FERRY. I am aware that the Senator 
from Massachusetts never abandons a position 
which he has once taken. Excepting, then, 
the Senator from Massachusetts from the gen- 
eral tenor of the remark which I have just 
made, I say that is evidently the opinion of the 
great body of the Senate that existing law does 
not require the administration of the test-oath ; 
but it is also the opinion, doubtless, of the ma- 
jority of the Senate, perhaps of all the Senate, 
that no person disqualified by the third section 
of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States ought to be a mem- 
ber of the Legislature of Virginia ; and if there 
be any person holding a seat in that body dis- 
qualified by the fourteenth amendment, provis: 
ion ought to be made—perhaps here—for his 
removal from his seat there, though in my 
judgment the place where that power should 
be exercised is in the house of which such 4 
person is a member; and it is safer for the 
country, it is safer for Virginia, it is safer for 


ou 
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2 
rislation here to let the houses of that 
cwjalature themselves decide in the mode pro- 
2d by all parliamentary law and by their 
» constitution in reference to the eligibility 
“she members in the respective bodies of that 
\ esembly. a - ; 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Will my friend permit 
eto ask him a question ? 
Mr. FERRY. Certainly. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. What would he do in 
aving it to the houses of this Legislature or 
ayy other similarly situated if it should happen 
aoa the majority of those houses were com- 
sod of the very persons who ought to be 
x luded ? Would they be likely to exercise 
function ? 
Mr. FERRY. 
‘ical, actual condition of things in the Legis- 
lature of Virginia. 
which admittedly do not exist in the subject- 
matter under debate is not a proper mode of 
Jeciding upon that present subject-matter of 
debate; and it was this very point to which I 
vas approaching. fit be desirable that legis- 
lation should be had here for the purpose 
f excluding from that body those who are 


ic 


} 
1eU 


Loe 


disqualified by the fourteenth constitutional | 


amendment, then the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from West Virginia does accom- 
nlish this object, while it leaves the Legislature 
of Virginia d lawful and lawfully coustituted 


pody; it leaves its legal action hitherto taken | 


tostand unimpared, and it restores Virginia to 
her normal relations to the Union by the 
operation of the act which should thus pass ; 


We are legislating fora prac- | 


whereas the amendment of the Senator from | 


Vermont throws all Virginia into chaos; it 


can resume the consideration and management 
of their own affairs, and so that life and prop- 
erty and person can be secured there as they 


| only can be ultimately secured under our sys- 


tem of government by means of the local auton- 
omy of the people of those States. You cannot 
secure life, liberty, and property permanently 


| under our Federal system of Government, if 
| you are to maintain that system, except by the 
| local government of the people of the various 
| States that compose the Republic. If you take 


any other view, if you adopt any other mode, 
it must be by the direct intervention of Federal 
authority in the various States for the purpose 
of managing their local affairs ; and when you 
have come to that there is an end of our free 


| representative Iederal system upon this con- 
| tinent. 


‘Lo suppose extreme cases || 


Sir, the questions which are involved in the 
reorganization and the restoration of these 
States are fundamental. They are questions 


| which the war and the result of the war have 


necessarily brought upon the country, and this 
debate is presenting gradually to our minds a 
graver question than has hitherto agitated the 
Republic, and that question is whether as the 
result of this war we are to have hereafter a 
great imperial republic, exercising through 
central authority all the functions of govern- 
ment in all the parts of the land, or whether 
we are going to have continued here at least 
some shadow of the old system of local self- 


| government, 


Now, sir, bring Virginia back as you have 
pledged you would bring her back when she 
had performed the conditions you imposed 


| upon her; bring her back because in my judg- 


leaves, as has been truly said—not only under | 


the cireumstance suggested by the Senator from 
New York, of one half the members of the 
Senate of that State refusing to take this oath— 
the Legislature without legal existence, but 
t puts it into the power still of one or two or 
three men to prevent indefinitely the taking 
effect of this resolution and the restoration of 
Virginia to her proper relations to the Union. 

We know from the history of Virginia for 
the last three months that over forty of the 
members of that General Assembly did protest 


against the legality of its organization, upon | 


he ground that the test-oath had not been ad- 
ministered to its members. We know that 
those who made that protest would be glad to- 
day to strike out of existence the Legislature 
f Virginia; for underlying all these disputes 


here with regard to the loyalty or disloyalty of 


that Legislature are matters of personal and 
private ambition which, in my judgment, are 
having more effect upon the minds of those 
outside who are trying to influence us inside 
than the great questions of public interest are 
influencing those minds. 

_ Weheard here afew days ago that the calam- 
ity which most of us believe has fallen upon the 


State of Tennessee was acalamity which sprang | 


from the selfish personal aspirations of those 
who had hitherto been connected with the Re- 
publican party in that State. God forbid, sir, 
that such results should take place with regard 
to the great State of Virginia! But from all 
that I hear, from all that has heen brought to 
me in personal conversation sought by some of 
the very gentlemen who signed the memorial 
which the Senator from Massachusetts so 
strangely caused to be read here the other day, 
the election of Senators of the United States 
and of judges of the various judicial tribunals 
in the State of Virginia are questions which are 
influencing those who are endeavoring to pre- 
vent the recognition of this Legislature quite as 
much as the interests of Virginia or of the Union 
affect their minds. 

I want to see not only Virginia but the re- 
maining States which are still unreconstructed 
restored to their practical relations to this 
Union, and I want to see it done in accordance 
with the public faith which I think Congress 
pledged and which I know I pledged; and | 
want to see it so that the people of those States 





ment she has loyally and faithfully performed 
those conditions, no State so loyally and so 
faithfully. In the action of her people, in the 


| action of her Legislature, in the action of her 


| State officers-elect, loyally and faithfully has 


the old mother of States come up to the work 
of restoration, in my judgment. And now that 


| the Congress of the United States should stand 








higgling upon technicalities, holding back be- 
cause Senators have been elected and judges 
are about to be elected unsatisfactory to the 
defeated party in the recent election in that 
State, in my judgment at least, is utterly un- 
worthy of what ought to be the dignity of 
legislation here. 

[ am willing to vote for the amendment of 
the Senator from West Virginia and exclude 
those who are under constitutional disabilities, 
if any such there be; but the very authority 
upon which the Senator from Massachusetts 
so implicitly rests, the authority of General 
Canby, informs us as a matter of fact, of which 
certainly General Canby is as good a judge 
as he is of a matter of law, that there are no 
persons lying under this constitutional dis- 
ability. 

Mr. HOWARD. 
that ? 

Mr. FERRY. The report was read by the 
Senator from Nevada [Mr. Stewart] yester- 
day, and, as I understand, that was the result 
of what was read by the Senator from Nevada. 
‘‘Tf then, there be no evidence of any mem- 
bers of that body being under the disabilities 
imposed by the fourteenth amendment, still,’’ 
said the Senator from Vermont, ‘‘ I desire to 
provide beyond all possible contingency that 
there shall be no such person in that body.’’ 
That is the argument on which he bases his 
amendment. But Iam willing, as I said, to 
provide, in accordance with the amendment of 
the Senator from West Virginia, for the certain 
exclusion of any person lying under this con- 
stitutional disability, and if this amendment to 


Where is the evidence of 


| the amendment proposed by the Senator from 


Vermont shall prevail, I then shall be willing 
to vote for the amendment as amended, and 
for the resolution in that shape; but I cannot 
vote for the amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont as it stands, as I could not vote 
for the amendment of the Senator from Mis- 
souri, and as I cannot vote for any amendment 
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which shali impose additional restrictions and 
conditions, after 1 have pledged my faith that 
upon the performance of the conditions already 
imposed, Virginia should be restored to her 
normal relations to the Union. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, I hope the 
amendment of the Senatos from West Virginia 
will be adopted. l shall vote for it very cheer 
fully; and then if that is adopted as an amend 
ment to the amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont, I shall vote for the latter amendment 

Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator from 
Michigan give way to allow me to make 
motion for a recess ? 

Mr. SUMNER. Oh, no! 
not to have a recess. 


Mr. STEWART. 


I think we ought 


I want to make a motion 
fora recess from half past four to seven o'clock. 

Mr. HOWARD. I imagine that we shall 
get through with the bill by dinner time. 

Mr. STEWARIL. Very well. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, the only 
real question before the Senate is whether Con 
gress at this stage of the proceedings shall 
adopt some means for expurgating the present 
Legislature of Virginia of those members who 
are obnoxious to the third section of the four 
teenth article of amendments to the Constitu- 
tion. Ishallnot now assert that it was necessary 
by the reconstruction laws that the members 
of that Legislature should take what is known 
as the test-oath of 1862. I will waive that 

uestion for the present, although I think it a 
debatable one, and am by no means disposed 
to dispute the point as against the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts. 

It seems, however, that two members of the 
Legislature were elected in Virginia who came 
within the inhibition of that third section of that 
article. Well, sir, if two such characters were 
elected to the Legislature at the last election 
in that State, it is by no means improbable, 
certainly it is not impossible, that there may 
have been others elected who come within th« 
same category; and my ideais that it is proper 
for us, at this stage, to exclude such persons 
from any participation in the legislation of 
Virginia. It is written down in the fourteenth 
article of the Constitution— 

‘*No person shall be a Senator or Representativ: 
in Congress, or elector of President and Vice Pres 
dent, or hold any office, civil or military, under the 
United States, or under any State, who having pri 
viously taken an oath as a member of Congress, or a: 
an oflicer of the United States, or asa memberof any 
State Legislature, or as an executive or judicial offi 
eer of any State, to support the Constitution of the 
United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or 
rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort 
to the enemies thereof.” 

Such is the class of persons that I wish to 
exclude by a positive enactment from the 
Legislature of Virginia. How far this may go 
in its application in case it shall become a law 
I will not undertake to say ; but even if it goes 
so far as to exclude a majority of one house 
or of the two houses of the Legislature of the 
State, I have no complaint to make. If those 
majorities are made up of such persons, per 
sous who have once taken an official oath to 
support the Constitution of the United States 
and afterward gone off into rebellion and made 
war against the United States, it is high time 
we drove them from theirseats. Persons who 
have thus committed the crime of perjury as 
well as treason against their country are not 
fit persons, in my judgment, to participate in 
the legislation of any State, for the reason that 
they have broken their solemn oath and are 
simply perjurors. ‘They have violated the high 
est obligation in their power to farnish, of fide! 
ity to the country, and have sworn to that 
fidelity before God and man, and after tha! 
solemn pledge. have turned around and violated 
it by making war upon their country and cou 
mitting treason. 1 do notcare how many meu 
may be affected by the application of this third 
section of the fourteenth article in the Legis- 
lature of Virginia, or in any other Legislature ; 
and if it dissolves the Legislature absolutely by 
to their 
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homes, so much the better; let them go; they 


belong not to a legislative body, but elsewhere. | 


Now, sir, if two only of this class were elected 


to the i-egislature of Virginia, as thus far dis- | 


covered, we may presume that others were also 
elected; and I think, as a matter of precau- 
tion and security against such persons inter- 


meddling with the legislation of this country, | 
we ought at least to require this oath of them | 


before they participate in the business of legis- 
lation. ‘lhatseems, under the present circum- 
stances, to be allthe security we can now obtain 
for the future. 

[ do not agree to the statement so often made 
here by Senators that our faith is pledged to 
Virginia or any other of the recently rebel 
States, to admit them absolutely and uncondi- 
tionally on their complying with such and such 
terms. There is no such pledge given in the 
law itself. The honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut [Mr. Ferry] knows that as well as I 
do. On the other hand, the law declares ex- 
pressly that the power of Congress shall be 
complete and plenary over all these rebel States 
until they are finally readmitted as States into 
the Union, We can do with them as we please 
und do to them what we please without any 
violation of plighted faith. That was my un- 
derstanding of the law at the time it was passed ; 
and if the honorable Senator from Connecticut 
who has insisted so strongly upon this pledge 
had given his attention to the bills that were 
before us, he I think could have come to no 
other conclusion. 

lam not frightened at the bugbear—I can 
give it no other name—started by the honor- 
able Senator from Connecticut. He says that 
the time is coming upon us when we are likely 
to inaugurate an immense central imperial- 
ism by which the authorities of the States are 
to be ingulfed, and all State lines and State 
jurisdiction obliterated. Sir, I beg to say to 
the honorable Senator from Connecticut that 
this is the argument which we have heard in 
this body for the last eight years, not from our 
side of the Chamber, but fromthe other. This 
has been the staple of the Democratic speeches 
made here ever since the commencement of 
ofthe war. We were accused from the start 
of an endeavor to convert the Government of 
the United States into a central imperialism, 
when we had nothing in view but the vigorous, 
constant, and successful prosecution of the 
war against the rebellion ; and it seems to me 
a little odd that so good a Republican as the 
Senator from Connecticut should get up in the 
the Senate and repeat this Democratic argu- 
ment which has been rung in our ears so often, 
with a view to terrify us into the instantaneous, 
unconditional admission of Virginia. Sir, Vir- 
ginia is not suffering; Virginia is to-day more 
prosperous probably than she has been at any 
time during the last twenty years ; and I see 
nothing in her condition to require us to forego 
such precautions aud safeguards as prudence 
re at our hands. 

shall vote, sir, cheerfully for the amend- 
ment of the Senator from West Virginia, and 
then I shall vote for the amendment of the 
Senator from Vermont as thus amended; and 
{ shall speak thus to Virginia: ‘*‘ Come baek 
into the Union; return to the ancient fold; take 
the seats once occupied by your distinguished 
ancestors in these Halls, and endeavor hence- 
forth to be true to the Union, true to those great 
principles of nationality and freedom which 
once so distinguished your forefathers.’’ I 
shall undertake to read her no homily further 
than that. I will not say to her, in the eloquent 
language of my friend from Nevada, [ Mr. Nye, ] 
**Come, let us reason together ; though your 
sins be as scarlet they shall be white as snow, 
though they be red like crimson they shall be 
as wool.’’ I shall leave this whole matter to 
Virginia; if she sees fit to retain her sins, the 
scarlet color, she is welcome to do so and make 
the best of it. But she has learned one lesson, 
I think ; that waragainst the Union which she 
did so much to establish has not been a paying 


| 


' 


enterprise. ‘The folly of that once glorious, 
ancient Commonwealth was best exhibited at 
the close of the war in a soil trampled to a mire 
in the blood of her citizens and in the almost 
universal desolation which pervaded her terri- 
tory. Isayto Virginia and to every other rebel 


| State, ‘If you repeat this experiment again we 








will not leave even a soil under you.”’ 

Let her come back. She has been dread- 
fully dealt with by the hand of time. Time 
was when old Virginia, the grandest of the 
American Republics, stretched her territorial 
dominions from the Atlantic so as to include 
not only Virginia proper and West Virginia, 


| but Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mich- 


igan, Wisconsin—a region of almost boundless 
extent. Ofthatshe has been by degrees shorn, 
until finally, pushed by her local madness into 
rebellion against the United States, her pro- 
portions have been still furtker cut down to 
that little rim of territory which now remains 
to her and retains her name. But, after all, 
let her come back, sir. Her history is glori- 
ous. Her statesmen have been among the 
most distinguished of the land. She was the 


| cradle of Washington, Jefferson, Madison, and 


scores of others whose names will go down in 
history among the brightest upon this conti- 
nent. Let her come back; let her endeavor 
henceforth to be true to the Union, true to the 
nation, true to herself. 

I shall not make any complaints if she sends 


| back to these Halls members who belong to a 


political party different from that to which I 
am attached. It is no matter of mine if she 
sends back arrant rebels here to partake in our 
legislation. The consequences will be as much 
upon her as upon us. But I am willing to 
admit her back, though I am in no hurry about 
it. I am notsoanxious to get Virginia back 
into the Union as to turn around and accuse 
my party of attempting to establish a grand cen- 
tral imperialism of political power which shall 
absorb all State rights and all the functions of 
the States into the power of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. [am not so anxious to please Vir- 
ginia as to assert upon this floor as a reason for 
her readmission the same argument which has 


been so often rung in our ears from the Dem- | 


ocratic opposition. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from West 
Virginia to the amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont. 

Mr. WILLEY. It has been suggested to 
me that there is perhaps an ambiguity in the 
structure of my amendment, and that the word 
‘*thereof’’ intheclause ‘‘ any officer thereof’’ 
has as its antecedent the Legislature of said 
State.’’ To avoid that ambiguity I desire with 
the leave of the Senate to modify my amend- 
ment so as to insert in place of the word 
‘‘thereof’’ the words ‘‘ of said State.’’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How will it read then ? 

Mr. WILLEY. It will then read ‘‘ pro- 
vided, that before any member of the Legisla- 
ture of said State shall resume his seat, or any 
officer of said State shall enter upon the 
duties of his office,’’ &c. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let me suggest to my 
friend from West Virginia that some of the 
officers have, in a certain way , entered upon 
their duties,. and would it not be better, there- 
fore, to say ‘‘ proceed with the duties of his 
Office ?”’ 

Mr. STEWART. Thereare none who have 
entered upon their duties. The Governor is 
acting as such because he was appointed by 
General Canby as provisional governor. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, Very well; but the officers 
of the Legislature must have entered upon 
their duties. 

Mr. HOWARD. Let me suggest to the Sen- 
ator from West Virginia to insert the words 
‘take or’’ before ‘‘resume.’’ There may be 
some who have not taken their seats, and that 
will cover every case. 

Mr. WILLEY. I have no objection to that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
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January 14 
} d : 
to the amendment will be modifi 
ingly. The question is on the aon 
the Senator from West Virginia to the ame "i 
ment of the Senator from Vermont. - 
The amendment to the amendment y 
agreed to. ti 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question no 
is upon the amendment as amended ; andy in 
this question the yeas and nays haye _ 
ordered. : 
Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I ask that it be req, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendme,, 
will be reported as it now stands amended _ 
‘The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That before any member of the Legis 
lature of said State shall take or resume his seat. , 
any oflicer of said State shall enter upon the dutic. 
of his office, he shall take, subseribe, and file in ty, 
office of the secretary of state of Virginia for por. 
manent preservation an oath in the form following 
“TI, —— ——, do solemnly swear that I have nove; 
taken an oath as a member of Congress, or as a, 
officer of the United States, or as a member of any 
State Legislature, or as an executive or judicia| 
oflicer of any State, to support the Constitution of th. 
United States, and afterward engaged in insurrow. 
tion or rebellion against the same, or given aid, 
comfort to the enemies thereof; so help me God;” o, 
such person shall in like manner take, subseribe, an; 
file the following oath: ‘I, —— —, do solemn), 
swear that [ have by act of Congress of the Unite: 
States been relieved from the disabilities imposed 
upon me by the fourteenth amendment of the Con. 
stitution of the United States; so help me God.” 
which oaths shall be taken before and certified hy 
any officer lawfully authorized to administer oaths. 
And any person who shall knowingly swear falsely 
in taking either of such oaths shall be deemed guilty 
of perjury, and shall be punished therefor by im- 
prisonment not less than one year and not more than 
ten years, and shall be fined not less than $1,000 and 
not more than $10,000. And in all trials for any vio 
lation of this resolution the certificate of the taking 
of either of said oaths, with ee the signature o! 
the party accused shall be taken and held as conclu 
sive evidence that such oath was regularly and law- 
fully administered by competent authority; And 
provided further, Vhatevery person who shall neglec: 
forthe period of thirty days next after the passage of 
this resolution to take, subscribe, and file such oath 
as aforesaid shall bedeemed and taken, to allintents 
and purposes, to have vacated his office. 


Mr. WILLEY. I desire to solicit the at. 
tention of the Senator from Vermont to the 
twenty-ninth line of his amendment, as to 


| whether there should not be some qualifying 
| word inserted in connection with the word 


‘*person.’’ It now reads ‘ that every person 


| who shall neglect,’’ &c. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. That isa misprint. | 
should read ‘‘every such person.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendmen: 
will be so modified by inserting the word 
‘*such’’ before ‘‘ person.’’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am in favor of a law 
that shall punish persons who hold or attempt 
to hold office in contravention of the fourteenth 
amendment, and have introduced a bill, which 
is upon the Calendar, for that purpose; but 
I would have it a general law, not only apply 
ing to Virginia but everywhere else. Now, if 
I understand the provision of this amendment 
as it has been amended on the suggestion of 
the Senator from West Virginia, it applies not 
only to members of the Legislature, but to al! 
State officers who may be hereafter, at any 
time, elected in the State of Virginia, and wil. 
be a peculiar law to that State. If itis under 
stood, as it is suggested to me, that it applies 
only to the Legislature and the officers of the 
Legislature already elected, then the remark 
I am making would have no application ; bu 
I thought it had been extended so as to app!) 
to anybody who should be appointed to office 
in Virginia at any time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It does not bear that con 
struction, though it looks a little like it, I ad 
mit. The last clause, however, shows that | 
does not mean that. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If it is not intended to 
give it that scope the phraseology had best be 
changed. If it is intended to give it that scope 
it will be covered by the general law. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If you pass a general law 
this will not have effect. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. But we shall have two 
laws. 
be different probably. 


The penalties in the general law would 
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\Mr. EDMUNDS. Then it would supersede 
ae TRUMBULL. This is special. I would 
sot upon this bill make that general provision, 
nd | do not know that the Senator from W est 

--inia desires to do that. The Senator from 
-aemont did not. Had it not best be limited 
a te Legislature and the officers of the Legis- 
core. as it was first limited? If youare going 

nake a general provision on that subject, 

j provide for it also in this bill, you will have 
‘a jaw in reference to it in Virginia, and we 

| very likely pass a different law to a} ply 
snerally, as 1 hope we shall. There is such 
bill reported from the Committee on the Ju- 

ary, making it a penal offense for a person 

vwhere in the United States to take and hold 

office in contravention of the fourteenth 
‘mendment. I do not see the propriety of put- 
ne it on to this special bill. 

‘Mr. WILLEY. The amendment has passed 
eyond my control now, and is within the prov- 
ce of the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There is not any trouble 

it it. It does not bear that construction. 
he general law will supersede it, at any rate, 
[ pe ssed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Why not leave the word 
‘‘thereof’’ as it was before? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Because it was plain that 
that only applied to the Legislature. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘' The Legislature and 
ficers thereof.’’ It is easy to make it apply 
that far. 

[he VICE PR 
will call the roll. 

[he question being taken by yeas and nays, 
ssulted—yeas 45, nays 13; as follows: 





ISIDENT. 


YEAS — Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Boreman, 
»wnlow, Buckingham, Carpenter, Cole, Conkling, 
Corbett, Cragin, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howe, Kellogg, 


\ieDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, 
lorton, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, 
ey, hice 


n.Si 


, Robertson, Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, 
mi: peneer, Sumner, Thayer, Tipton, Warner, 

illey, Williams, Wilson, and Yates—45. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Casserly, Davis, Fowler, 
Hamilton, MeCreery, Norton, Saulsbury, Stewart, 
Stockton, Thurman, ‘Trumbull, and Viekers—13. 
ABSENT —Messrs. Cameron, Cattell, Chandler, 
Gilbert, Pool, Ross, and Sprague—7. 


“yT 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WILSON. I move as an 
mendment the following : 
ind provided further, That the State of Virginia is 
hereby entitled to representation in Congress as a 
State of the Union upon the following fundamental 
condition: that the constitution of said State shall 
never be so amended or changed as to deprive any 
citizen or class of citizens of the United States of the 
right to vote or hold office in said State who are enti- 
tled to vote or hold office by said constitution, except 
is & punishment for such crimes as are now felonies 
it common law, whereof they shall have been duly 
onvicted under laws equally applicable to all the 
inhabitants of said State; or to prevent any person 
on account of race, color, or previous condition of 
ervitude from serving as a juror, or participating 
equally in the school fund or school privileges pro- 
vided for in said constitution: Provided, That any 
alteration of said constitution equally applicable to 
all the voters of said State may be made with regard 
to the time and place of residence of said voters. 

Mr. STEWART. I think that I havea pretty 
strong argument to show that that amendment 
is not necessary, and it is contained in the dis- 
patch which I send to the Chair and ask to have 
read for the information of the Senate. 

rm Yh.t af £9 > . . 

I'he Chief Clerk read the following dispatch : 
. Co_umsus, Onto, January 14, 1870. 
Hon. Joun SuerMan, Washington - 
Tha sans »haa ratifie a : 
he senate has ratified the fifteenth amendment. 

ee haa R. B. HAYES. 

Mr. EDMUN DS. ( ‘ive us another for the 
house. 

= TP NY Vv . °1) 

- SHERMAN, — When I have it I will. 

4 [r. SAU LSBI R I . | natis the worst **argu- 
ment’’ I ever heard in the Senate Chamber. 
| Laughter. | 

“ 7 State ae 

Mr. W ILSON. Mr. President, I do not 
propose after this long debate to take up any 
considerable time of the Senate in advocating 
the amendment I have offered. I think it a 
very plain and simple proposition. I know 
that there are those who deny the force of these 


additional 


The Secretary 


fundamental conditions, but we have applied 
them, and they have at least a moral power 
and weight. Now, it cannot be disguised that 
there are many in and out of Virginia who are 
exceedingly anxious in regard to her future. 
I trust, therefore, that this amendment will be 
adopted without any opposition, and I think if 
it is adopted it will have, at any rate, a moral 
power and influence that will do good, and I 
have no doubt that it will have legal efficacy. 
Certainly some one of the most eminent law- 
yers and statesmen in our country have so held. 
At any rate, it will show the anxiety, the feel- 
ing, the purpose, and intention of Congress, 
and I trust it will i 
Senate. 


will receive the support of the 
[ am sure it will have an excellent in- 
fluence in the country. There is no disguising 
the fact that there are seventy oreighty thouand 
men in Virginia to-day who feel anxious over 
our action who have doubts about it. I have 
great hope and confidence in the future of Vir- 
ginia; but in all that we do here in aiding this 
work it is important to usto do all that we ean 
to strengthen the patriotic sentiment of the loyal 
people of that State and of all other States, and 
throw around them every possible security. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
| on agreeing to the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. FERRY called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, this condi- 
| tion differs very essentially from the one em- 
| braced in the amendment offered by the Sen- 

ator from Missouri [ Mr. Drake] the other day. 
By the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Missouri it was contemplated and intended that 
in case the State of Virginia should violate the 
condition mentioned in it she should cease to 
| bea State in the Unionand should be remanded 
to the condition in which she nowis. I opposed 
that condition because it was entirely incom- 
patible with the very nature and essence of a 
State of the Union. It was an attempt to 
| retain in Congress a power to drive aS tate out 
of the Union, and to turn her out by reason of 
her violation of a condition-subsequent to her 
| admission. Of course I regarded that as en- 
| tirely inadmissible as a principle of law. 
This present amendment presents to us the 
question whether, in case Virginia by her Le- 
| gislature, or by any act of a convention which 
she might call, should violate any one of these 
conditions her action would be valid under the 
| Constitution. I take it, the honorable Senator 
| from Massachusetts gives it this construction: 
| in case the Legislature of Virginia should pass 
an act inconsistent with any one of those con- 
ditions, whether the State act itself would be 
valid or invalid. 1 suppose his expectation is 
that such an act would be simply invalid and 
inoperative as being inconsistent with this act ; 
but certainly he does not contemplate that the 
State would therefore be remanded into the 
military condition which she now occupies. 

I feel some hesitancy, | confess, in attempt- 
ing to annex conditions-subsequent to the ad- 
mission of a State into the Union. lam by no 
means sure that Congress have any authority 
| to annex conditions-subsequent to the admis- 
sion of a State into the Union, because, as I 
apprehend, when a State has taken her place 
in the Union she is invested with all the priv- 
ileges and franchises properly belonging toa 
State, and she may exercise them. But itisa 
question which I believe has never been adju- 
dicated. lam not aware that any question has 
ever been brought before the courts involving 
an inquiry into the legality or constitutionality 
of such a condition in an act of Congress. I 
am willing, however, to try the experiment in 
this case. Certainly the conditions mentioned 
in this amendment, the principles set forth in 
it, are of the most vital importance to the pros- 
perity not only of Virginia but of all other 
States of the Union, in reference to the rights 
and privileges of citizens, the rights of eduea- 
tion, &c.; and if Virginia is that loyal State 
‘ which she is held up to be now, which she pro- 
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fesses to be, I do not think it is very likely she 
will ever undertake to violate any of those con 
ditions or to pass any act inconsistent with them. 
I hope not; I pray not, for her own interest, 
for her own reputation, and for her success and 
prosperity in the long future which is before 
her, and which, I trust, will be as glorious as 
her past once was. I shall vote for this amend 
ment. 

Mr. CONKLING. Assuming, Mr. Presi 
dent, that we have the power to adopt the 
amendment and enforce it, it would be well 
that we know what it means before we vote 
for or against it ; and therefore I will ask, if I 
may, the attention of the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts who introduced it, as it 
has not been printed, that I may see whether 
| apprehend it aright. I wish to enumerate 
some of its effects as I suppose they are. I! 
prohibits Virginia, by the action of all her peo 
ple, from ever making intelligence a test of the 
qualification to vote. It prohibits her making 
education, the ability to read and write, a qual 
ification of franchise. It prohibits her saying 
that habitual drunkenness shall be a disqualifi 
cation in a voter. 

Mr. FERRY. Or for holding office. 

Mr. CONKLING. Thatis a separate thing : 
[ am now on the subject of franchise. I call 
the attention of the Senate to the fact, if my 
interpretation be right, and if not I wish the 
Senator from Massachusetts would correct me, 
that by adopting this amendment we are about 
to impose upon Virginia a perpetual probibi 
tion, albeit her whole people might concur in 
the desired change, against excluding habitual 
drunkards from the polls, or idiots from the 
polls, if they are not excluded, or persons 
wholly illiterate, or wholly vicious by reason 
of destitution of moral character. So mucha 
to the franchise. 

Again, if I understand it aright, the people 
of Virginia by no organic change shall be per 
mitted to say hereafter that drunkards shall not 
sit on juries, or persons of infamous characte: 
or persons wholly illiterate, incapable of sub 
scribing their name to an oath to true delive: 
ance make between the people and the prisone: 
at the bar. 

Again, if I understand the amendment, and 
[ refer to that part of it which relates | 
schools, not even by constitutional provisio 
may persons of different colors be separated, 
but they must commingle, nolens volens, so fa 
as the constitution is concerned, in a common 
and identical participation in the privileges o! 
schools. 

There are other things to which | might refer 
holding office, for example. As | understand, 
were this amendment law, assuming that it 
has the effect as well as the name of law, Vir 
ginia might not say that any of the classes ot 
persons to whom I have referred should not 
hold office within that Commonwealth. 

I do not mean to argue, | do not mean to 
be tempted into a discussion of the power to 
impose lasting conditions upon the State of 
Virginia which shall survive restoration ; I will 
not even argue the merits of that proposition ; 
but I wish to know whether | am right in the 
effect of the amendment, as it has not been 
printed, and as we have not had an opportunity 
to read it. If Iam right I humbly submit to 
the Senate of the United States whether it is 
ready, and ready this morning, to determine 
perpetually for the State of Virginia police reg 
ulations, conventionalities, local usages, such: 
as these entering so intimately into the socia! 


condition, and pertaining so essentially to the 


local discretion of the people to whom the 
are to apply. 

Mr. STEWART. 1 now move that at hal! 
past four o’clock the Senate take a recess unti! 
seven o'clock. 

Mr. SUMNER. 

Mr. HOWARD. 
through before that. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Nevada moves that at half past four 


I hope not. eS 
We shall probably get 
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o'clock the Senate take a recess until seven 
o'clock, 

Mr. SUMNER. 
recess. 

Mr. STEWART. I hope there will be. 

The VICE PRESIDEN’ 
batable motion. It partakes of the same char- 
acter as a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. KDMUNDS. Let us finish the bill now 
without a recess. 

Mr. STEWART. There is no way of get- 
ting it through except by taking this recess. 

‘The 
division——ayes 24, noes 28. 

Mr. STEWART. I call for the yeas and 
nays, 
on this matter, 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘This motion evidently 
involves the question whether we shall pass 
the bill 

Mr. EDWARDS. I object to debate. 

fhe VICK PRESIDENT. The motion is 
not debatable. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 

he question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 32, nays 24; as follows: 

Y KAS— Messrs. Bayard, Carpenter, Casserly, Cat- 
tell, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Davis, Fen- 


ton, Ferry, Fowler, Hamilton, Hamlin, Howe, Mc- || 
Creery, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morton, Nye, | 
Pratt, Ross, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Sherman, Stewart, | 
Stockton, Thurman, Trumbull, Warner, Willey, and | 


Williams OS 

NAYS—Mesers. Abbott, Anthony. 
Brownlow, Drake, Edmunds, Harlan, Harris, How 
ard, Morrill of Vermont, Norton, Osborn, Patterson, 
tamsey, Rice, Robertson, S t 
Sumner. Thayer, Vickers, Wilson, and Yates—24. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Buckingham, Cameron, Chand- 
ler, Gilbert, Kellogg, Pomeroy, Pool, Sprague, and 
Tipton—*. 

So the motion was agreed to. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
now recurs on the amendment of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, on which the yeas and 

nays have been ordered. 
‘The question being taken by yeas 


resulled—yeas 23, nays 35; as follows: 
Y KAS — Messrs. 


Abbott, Boreman, Brownlow, 
Drake, Edmunds, Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, Howard, 
ilowe, MeDonald, Morrillof Vermont, Morton, Pom- 
eroy, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Spencer, Sum- 
ner, Thayer, Wilson, and Yates—23. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Buckingham, 


Carpenter, Casserly, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, | 


Davis, Fenton, Ferry, Fowler, Hamilton, Kellogg, 
MeCreery, Morrill of Maine, Norton, Nye. Osborn, 
Patterson, Koss, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Scott, Sherman, 
Stewart, Stockton, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, 
Vickers, Warner, Willey, and Williams—35. 

ABSENT — Messrs. Cameron, Cattell, Chandler, 
Gilbert, Pool, Schurz, and Sprague—7. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. DRAKE. I offer an amendment, to 
insert the following as an additional proviso : 

And provided further, That the said State is enti- 
tled to representation in Congress upon the following 
further fundamental condition: that the Legislature 
thereof shall have no power to pass any act or joint 
resolution purporting to rescind, annul, or retract 
its ratification of any amendment to the Constitution 
heretofore ratified by it. 

Mr. President, I offer this amendment as 
obviating an objection which was very strongly 
urged against a previous amendment that I 
offered, to wit, that if adopted it by terms 
authorized the exclusion of that State from 
Congress. ‘This does not. It simply declares 
that the Legislature of that State shall have 
no power to pass any act or joint resolution 
purporting to rescind, annul, or retract its rati- 
fication of any constitutional amendment. I 
hope the Senate will see that in changing the 
character of it, while guarding the amendment 
upon which that Legislature has acted hereto- 
fore, there is that presented which will com- 
mend itself to adoption in this body. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to ask the 
Senator a question. Suppose some future Con- 
gress should propose an amendment to the 
existing Constitution by which some of these 
amendments that we 


deny to Virginia the right to act under that 
proposed amendment ? 


I hope there will be no 


Boreman, | 


The question | 


and nays, | 


have made would be | 
repeaied or rescinded, does this proposition | 


fr. It is nota de-| 


question being put, there were on a 


I want to test the sense of the Senate |! 


Very well; let us vote. || 


Schurz, Scott, Spencer, | 


Mr. DRAKE. Notat all. It only denies 


to her the right to pass any act or joint reso- 
| lution purporting to rescind, annul, or retract 


the previous ratification made by her, a ratifi- 
cation made before the passage of this act. If 
we should propose other amendments to the 
Constitution hereafter, the question that would 
come up before the Legislature of Virginia 
would be simply whether it would ratify that 
amendment then before it. It would not be a 
question of rescinding, annulling, or retracting 
a ratification which it had made prior to the 
date of the passage of this bill. The honor- 
able Senator from Oregon will see that in a 
moment, I think. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, I know 
that the patience of the Senate is exhausted, 
and I do not propose to say anything on this 
question more than to express my conviction, 
as | have heretofore done, that the Congress 
of the United States has no power under the 
Constitution to impose a fundamental condi- 
tion upon a State which deprives it to any con- 


| siderable extent of its State sovereignty as an 


equal in the Union of the States. Now, sir, 


it is proposed by this amendment to take from 


the State of Virginia that power which the 
State of Massachusetts may exercise or the 
State of New York may exercise; and for all 
future time, no matter what contingencies may 


| occur, no matter how universal or imperative 


the demand may be by the American people 
for a change in the Constitution of the United 


| States, this proposed fundamental condition is 


| to bind the State of Virginia. 


So far as I am 
concerned I do not believe that this condition, 


| as it is called, has any validity whatever, and 











that any act of the State of Virginia when she 


is fully restored to her relations to the Federal | 


Union will be invalid because in conflict with 
this fundamental condition. 

Now, sir, how is obedience on the part of 
the State of Virginia to this fundamental con- 
dition to be enforced? Suppose we attach 


this fundamental condition and Virginia dis- | 


regards it, how is the State of Virginia to be 
punished for that act? Is there any power in 
the Government to arraign a State and punish 
it for a violation of a law of Congress, or for 
any other act that does not amount to insur- 


rection or treason against the Govermment? | 
It may be that this will have no legal force or | 


effect ; it may only produce a moral effect upon | 


the people of the country; but I think the 
Senate of the United States, supposed, to con- 
sist of men who know something about the 


Constitution and the mode of enacting laws, | 
should not put its judgment upon record for | 


the purpose of producing a moral effect in the 
country when the probabilities are that that 
judgment will be condemned as unconstitu- 
tional and void. The Senate should be sup- 
posed to be governed by the requirements of 
the Constitution and by its correct interpreta- 
tion, without regard particularly or exclus- 
ively to the moral effect of its legislation. 


Mr. STEWART. 


vote upon it at once. It has been discussed a 
long time. It is the same admission, that a 
State may withdraw its ratification, which the 
Senator before proposed. It can possibly do 
no good, and it may do much harm. Itisa 
simple declaration of the opinion of Congress. 


| Let us vote upon it. 


Mr. DRAKK. Mr. President, I would very 


I hope this amendment | 
will not be adopted, and that we shall take the | 


respectfully intimate to the honorable Senator | 


from Nevada that he has pressed the Senate 
far enough upon this bill. He has succeeded 
in getting the Senate to order a recess to press 
the consideration of this bill into the night ; 
and now I take leave to say for one that I shall 
offer just such amendments to this bill as I 
please to offer, and shall accompany them with 
just such an amount of remarks as I please 


to make, and that I shall not be at all pre- | 


vented by the urgency of the Senator from | 


Nevada in taking this course. 
Bat, sir, the honorable Senator from Oregon 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





objects to fundamental conditions. [ wa, 

inguire of that honorable Senator if he y ‘ted 
for the bill for the admission of Arkansas j 7 
the Union? That contained a fundament, 
condition which is to bind that State ae 
any fundamental condition can bind 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
an answer? 

Mr. DRAKE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I expect to vote for t 
admission of the State of Virginia if the ¢,.. 
ate should attach this amendment to the }, 
but the amendment is contrary to my jy) 
ment. I have uniformly from the beginnine 
the work of reconstruction opposed these fi), 


forever f 
' & State 
Does the Senator dos;. 


| amental conditions; but whenever they }, 


| incidental matters. 


been attached I have voted for the bills. | , 
not expect that a bill will always confor ; 
every particular, to my wishes; but whey 
great end is to be accomplished I am willing), 
submit to the judgment of the Senate y) 
I shall vote for the adm; 


| sion of the State of Virginia, no matter wh»: 
| conditions are attached; but I would prefs 


to admit her without condition. 
position. 

Mr. DRAKE. [understood the Senator fro, 
Oregon to say, moreover, that it was not ex 
pedient for us to put a judgment upon recor! 


That j 


| here that was to be subsequently condemned, 
| Now, I should like to know, if the honorah|» 











| Senator will tell me, as he did not say, by whom 
| or by what authority that judgment is to be 


condemned? What was in his mind as to the 
condemning power that was to visit our judg 
ment of this description with condemnation’? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Does the Senator wish a; 
answer ? 

Mr. DRAKE. I do. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Well, Mr. President, | 
think it is possible that the judgment of the 
Senate, if affirmed in favor of these funda. 
mental conditions, may be condemned by the 
people of the United States at some subsequen 
time; and it is possible that some State ma 
legislate in conflict with these so-called funds 
mental conditions ; and the question may aris: 
before the judicial tribunals of the country « 
to whether the State law is valid or not, ani 
the courts may decide that these fundamen! 
conditions are invalid, as I believe they would 
decide. 

If the State of Virginia, after she is full) 
restored, passes a law clearly within her juris- 
diction as a State, and not in conflict with th 
Constitution of the United States or any ol 
the laws of Congress, I believe that the courts 
would hold that that law would be valid and 
against these fundamental conditions. I do not 
understand when I speak of a law that these 
fundamental conditions are in the nature of a 
law. They are rather in the nature of a com 
pact, in the shape of an agreement between 
Congress and the State of Virginia, that such 
things as are prohibited in these fundamental 
conditions shall not occur. I regard all fund- 
amental conditions as more in the nature o! 
an agreement; they are propositions made |) 
Congress to Virginia. ‘‘ You may be admitted 
on these terms if you agree to them.”’ That 
cannot be said to be a law of Congress in an) 
sense, because it takes the joint action of the 
State of Virginia and Congress to make | 
effective; and so I distinguish this from legis 


| lation by Congress. 


Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, there is draw: 
fromthe Senator from Oregon just what | su) 
posed would be: that here in the Senate o! 
the United States time and again we are to 
have held up before us in terrorem the jud 
ment of another tribunal in a cobrdinate depa! 
ment of this Government; and, sir, 1 deem 
my duty against this thing, in all the forms 1" 
which it may come up at any time, to enter ™) 
protest. Isay that we are sent here to judy: 
of the constitutionality of our measures, a)! 
that there is no tribunal outside that has 4 
right to overthrow our judgment on that po!!! 
except the people of the United States. 
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But, sit, 
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put. sir, the Senator from Oregon says that 
shig fundamental condition were adopted it 
no law. Sir, if it is acceded to by Virginia 
-a law between her and the United States ; 
| if she undertakes to act in contravention 
+ che is doing an unlawtul act. 
. | deem it of the utmost importance that 
eome way or other we should tie the hands 
“¢ihe Legislature of that State in reference to 
hoge constitutional amendments. Therefore 
- that I offer this amendment; and upon it 
| call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
-en, resulted—yeas 11, nays 44; as follows: 
y EAS—Messrs. Brownlow,Cameron, Drake, Howe, 
tron, Osborn, Pomeroy, Rice, Sumner, Thayer, 
od Yates—l. i 
\ ,YS—Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Bayard, Bore- 
Buckingham, Carpenter, Casserly, | Cattell, 
‘ote Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Davis, Edmunds, 
non, Ferry, Fowler, Hamilton, Harlan, Harris, 
vard, MeCreery, MeDonald, Morrill of M rine, 
ton, Nye, Patterson, Pratt, Robertson, Ross, 
svulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, Sherman, Stewart, 
‘kton, Thurman, Trumbull, Vickers, Warner, 
Willey, Williams, and Wilson—44. — 
ABSENT — Messrs. Chandler, Gilbert, Hamlin, 
Kellogg, Morrill of Vermont, Pool, Ramsey, Spen- 
- Sprague, and Tipton—10, 


‘ 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MORTON. I now propose, if it be in 
order, to offer an amendment in the form of a 
nreamble to the joint resolution. 


i 


Indiana, in pursuance of previous notice, now 
offers a 
‘sin order if there are no amendments to the 
body of the resolution to be offered. 

Mr. DRAKI. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the body. 

[he VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the preamble proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Indiana, and the question on it will 
be reserved until amendments to the body of 
the joint resolution are disposed of. 

lhe Chief Clerk read the proposed preamble, 
as follows: 

Whereas the people of Virginia have framed and 
adopted a constitution of State government which is 
republican; and whereas the Legislature of Virginia 


[he VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom | 


preamble to the joint resolution. It | 


elected under said constitution and in pursuance of | 
the reconstruction acts of Congress have ratified the | 


fourteenth and fifteenth amendments of the Consti- 
tution of the United States; and whereas the per- 


formance of these several actsin good faith was acon- | 


dition-precedent to the representation of the State 
in Congress: Therefore. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Missouri moves an amendment to the joint res- 
olution, which has priority of the motion to 
insert a preamble. What is the motion of the 
Senator from Missouri? 

Mr. DRAKE. I will send it to the Clerk. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It will be re- 
ported, 

The Secretary read the amendment of Mr. 
Drake, as follows: 

Add as a proviso: 


Provided further, That the State of Virginia is ad- 
mitted to representation in Congress as one of the 


States of the Union upon the following fundamental | 


condition: that the constitution of Virginia ghall 
never be so amended or changed as to deprive any 
citizen or class of citizens of the United States of the 
right to vote who are entitled to vote by the consti- 
tion herein recognized, except as a punishment for 
such crimes as are now felonies at common law, where- 
of they shall have been duly convicted under laws 
equally applicable to all the inhabitants of said 


State: Provided, That any alteration of said consti- 


tution prospective in its effect may be made in regard 
to the time and placc ; 


> of residence of voters. 
> 4 ‘ rT’ . 
Mr. DRAKE. That is exactly the funda- 
mental condition that was imposed upon the 
admission of Arkansas into Congress, and I 
think that ought to be imposed upon Virginia 


as well as upon Arkansas; and therefore I 
move it. 


Mr. WILSON. It was the condition im- 
posed upon North Carolina, South Carolina, 
a Georgia, Alabama, and Florida 
aiso, 

Mr. CONKLING. Did those acts all say 
‘felonies at common law?'’’ That would in- 
clude stealing a shilling, among other things ; 
so that a man could be disqualified for steal- 
ing @ shilling. 


41st Cona. 2p Sess.—-No. 30. 





Mr. Presi- | 


Mr. CAMERON. A man who would steal 
a shilling would steal a pound. 

Mr. WILSON. LI would suggest to the hon- 
orable Senator from Missouri one amendment 
to his proposition. It does seem to me that 
there will be some misunderstanding about this 
matter if it is put in the bill in this shape at 
the present time and under present circum- 
stances. I shall vote for it, however; but I 


| think that we ought to put in the words “ or 





hold oflice,’’ because otherwise I think the in- 
ference will be drawn from it that they may 
not change their constitution as to the right to 
vote, but may change it as to the right to hold 
oltice. 

Mr. DRAKE. Taccept the modification, so 
as to read ** vote or hold oflice.”’ 

Mr. CONKLING. How is it now? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the amendment, as modified. , 

Mr. STEWART. With a view of getting a 
vote between this and five o’clock, I move that 
the recess be extended until five o’ clock to see 
if we can reach a vote in the mean time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to that proposition? 

Mr. SUMNER. Oh, no; no objection. 

Mr. THAYER and others. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
will report the amendment as modified. 

The Cuter Cierk. The amendment, as mod- 
ified, reads: 

Provided further, That Virginia is admitted to rep- 
resentation in the Congress of the United States as 
one of the States of the Union upon the following 
fundamental condition: that the constitution of Vir- 
ginia shall never be so amended or changed as to 
deprive any citizens or class of citizens of the United 
States of the right to vote or hold office who are enti- 
tled to vote or hold office by the constitution herein 
recognized, except as a punishment for such crimes 
as are felonies at common law, whereof they shall 
have been duly convicted under laws equally appli- 
cable to all the inhabitants of said State: Provided, 
That any alteration of said constitution prospective 
in its eflects may be made in regard to the time and 
place of residence of voters. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator 
from Missouri as modified. 

Mr.SAULSBURY. I wishto inquire whether 
that is not the same amendment which was pro- 
posed by the Senator from Missouri before and 
which has been heretofore rejected ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is changed in 
some respects. 

Mr. DRAKE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The time fora 
recess having arrived, the Senate now takes a 
recess until seven o'clock, 

EVENING SESSION. 
The Senate reassembled at seveno’clock p.m. 
STATE OF VIRGINIA. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The recess hav- 
ing expired, the Senate resumes its session. 
The joint resolution (S. R. No. 85) declaring 
Virginia entitled to representation in the Con- 
gress of the United States is before the Senate 
as in Committee of the Whole, the pending 
question being on the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Missouri, [Mr. Drake, ] upon which 
he demands the yeas and nays. ‘lhe Secre- 
tary will again report it. 

‘The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to insert at the end of the resolution the 
following additional proviso: 

Provided, further, That the State of Virginia is 
admitted to representation in Congress as one of the 
States of the Union upon the following fundamental 


| condition: that the constitution of Virginia shall 


never be so amended or changed as to deprive any 


| citizen or class of citizens of the United States of the 


right to vote or hold office who are entitled to vote 
or hold office by the constitution herein recognized, 
except as a punishment for such crimes as are now 
felonies at common law, whereof they shall have 
been duly convicted under laws which are equally 
applicable to all the inhabitants of said State: Pro- 
Tae. That any alteration of said constitution pros- 
pective in its effects may be made in regard to the 
time and place of residence of voters. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
receive a message from the House of Kepre- 
sentatives. 
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A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McePuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the Horse had passed a bill (H. R. No. 
783) to admit the State of Virginia to repre- 
sentation in the Congress of the United States 
in which the 
request d. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senate is not full ; 
but I will ask to have the bill that has just come 
from the House submitted, that we may see 
what itis. 1 understand that it relates to Vir- 
ginia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is nota 
quorum present, but there probably will be in 
a few minutes; and if there be no objection 
the business before the Senate will be inter- 
mitted, and the Chair will lay before the Sen- 
ate a bill from the House of Representatives. 

The bill (H. R. No. 788) to admit the State 
of Virginia to representation in the Congress 
of the United States was read the first time by 
its title. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. [ask to have it read at 
length, so that we may see what it is. 

‘The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 


eoucurrence of the Senate was 


Whereas the people of Virginia have adopted a 
constitution republican in form, and have fn all re 
spects conformed to the requirements of the act of 
Congress entitled “An act authorizing the submis- 
sion of the constitutions of Virginia, Mississippi, 
and Texas to a vote of the people, and authorizing 
the election of State officers provided by the said 
constitutions and members of Congress,” approved 
April 10, 1869: Therefore, 

Le it enacted, &c., That the said State of Virginia 
is entitled to representation in the Congress of the 
United States, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senate is not very 
full; but if it was | would move that we lay 
aside the Senate bill and proceed to the con- 
sideration of the bill that comes from the 
House. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, That I shall object to. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The bill has had 
one reading, and if objected to it cannot be 
read the second time to-day. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We can offer it as an 
amendment or substitute to the Senate bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Thatis another question. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is true; but I did 
not suppose tlere would be anybody in the 
Senate who had any desire to delay Virginia 
any further than to have the opportunity to 
present his views upon the subject. I did not 
suppose there was any member of the Senate 
who desired to interpose a single objection for 
the purpose of keeping Virginia out of the 
Union. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Neither did I suppose so; 
and so my friend from Illinois and | agree in 
that respect entirely. There is not anybody 
who interposes a single objection for the pur- 
pose of keeping Virginia out of the Union, nor 
for the purpose of imputing to a brother Sen- 
ator unworthy motives of any kind. We all 
agree about that. But I think, inasmuch as 
the Senate is thin, as my friend from Illinois 
says, that a decent respect for what is called 
fair play up North—I do not know what it is 
called out West—would require us to preserve 
the status quo just as we left it until the Sen- 
ate shall be reasonably full. ‘Then it will be 
a question for consideration whether we will 
put on this bill as an amendment to the Sen- 
ate bill, or, by general consent of the Senate, 
take up this bill and act upon“it; but lL re- 
spectfully, with deference to my friend from 
lilinois, object to the Senate, half full, and 
with nobody here hardly but the gentlemen 
who have been voting against all amendments, 
having anything done by unanimous consent 
of that description. I trust my friend from 
Illinois will be satisfied with that. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator 
Vermont had listened to what I said perhaps 
he would not have been so captious or felt that 
he was reflected upon. I prefaced what I had 
to say by remarking that if the 5 were 
full | should move to lay aside the Senate bill 

|| and take up the bill from the House, and the 
Senator from Vermont, as he had a right to 


from 


nate 
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do, very promptly gave notice that he would || be responsible in point of property in order to 


object, which, of course, he has a right to-do, 
und to which I made the reply I did, that I 
did not suppose there was any member of the 
Senate who desired to postpone action by any 
single objection; and at that he seems to have 
taken umbrage. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not in the least. At 
that I only took the floor, instead of umbrage. 
| Laughter. ] 

the VICE PRESIDENT. On the question 
of the adoption of his amendment to Senate 
joint resolution No. 85 the Senator from Mis- 
souri demands the yeas and nays. 

I'he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DRAKE. I have a single remark to 
make beforethe question is taken on the amend- 
ment, which I may as well make while the 
Senate is not full as when it is. I wish to 
state that this amendment, copied from the 
bill for the readmission of Arkansas, was an 
nmendment agreed to in a committee of con- 
ference of the two Houses on that bill. The 
Senate by a very large majority imposed a fun- 
damental condition upon the admission of that 
State, the House imposed another, and there 
was a necessity for a conference between the 
two Llouses. ‘This provision of the Arkansas 
bill was the result of that conference, and, as 
was stated by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
a similar condition was imposed upon the ad- 
mission of other southern States. I do not 
see any objection to its application to all of 
those States, and I hope it will be found to be 
the sense of the Senate that. it is wise and judi- 
cious to impose it in the case of Virginia just 
as much as in the case of the States already 
admitted. If there can be shown any reason 
why Virginia should be exempted from this 
condition I am willing to hear the reasons 
aud to give them as good consideration as [ 
can; but it does seem to me that when we 
began with the very first admission under the 
reconstruction acts with the imposition of such 
conditions, and followed it up in all the acts 
of that description which have been heretofore 
passed, it would not be wise now, as to the 
remainder of those States, to pretermit it. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I should 
like to make a suggestion in order that I may 
apprehend, if Lean, before the vote is taken, the 
effect and extent of thisamendment. In the 
case of Arkansas the provision came to be ulti- 
mately, in substance if not in terms, as the 
amendment of the Senator from Missouri was 
before the suggestion of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. Now he proposes to insert in it the 
words ** or hold office ;’’ so that, if I understand 
it aright, the effect is to be to prohibit the people 
of Virginia from adopting any constitutional 
provision the effect of which shall be to prevent 
any person or class of persons who may now 
bold oflice from so doing afterward. If I am 
right in that, | submit to the Senate that these 
things among others would result: it could 
never be required that any citizen should pos- 
sess any qualifications for a particular office. 
it could not be required that judges should be 
lawyers, nor that chaplains should be clergy- 
men, nor that persons to be installed in any 
particular office should possess any particular 
qualifications. Isnotthatso? Iask the hon- 
orable Senator from Missouri whether that 
would not be so? As this is his amendment 
he doubtless has paused and pondered upon 
its effect. 

If that be so,and if it be true that these 
words ‘‘or hold office’? were omitted in the 
case of Arkansas, not by accident but on pur- 
pose, for such reasons as I am assigning, then 
| hope that without some reflection we shall 
not carry those words into the proviso. I take 
it the Senator from Massachusetts in making 
this suggestion docs not wish to prevent the 
imposition or establishment of qualifications 
for office. He does not mean, for example, 
ihat the people of Virginia should not be per- 
mitted to say that a man must be able to read 
and write in order to hold office, or that he must 


| hold certain offices, or that he should have cer- 
| tain qualifications ; and yet every such provis- 
ion would have the effect to prevent either some 


|| person or some class of persons from holding 


| 











if I am wrong in these suggestions I beg to be 
setright, because by an inadvertence of this sort 


we should not, I submit, doathing which would | 


stand so little to reason as that. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 


tion is on the amendment of the Senator from | 


Missouri, on which the yeas and nays have 
been ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 17, nays 22; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Abbott, Boreman, Brownlow, 
| Drake, Edmunds, Hamlin, Harlan, Howard, Howe, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Pomeroy, Pratt, Rob- 
ertson, Thayer, Wilson, and Yates—17. 

NAYS~—Messrs. Bayard, Carpenter, Casserly, Cole, 
Conkling, Ferry, Fowler, Hamilton, Norton, Nye, 
Ross, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Scott, Stewart, Stockton, 
Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, Warner. Willey, and 
W illiams—2z. ‘ 

ABSENT—Meesrs. Anthony, Buckingham, Cam- 
eron, Cattell, Chandler, Corbett, Cragin, Davis, Fen- 
ton, Gilbert, Harris, Kellogg, McCreery, McDonald, 
Morrill of Maine, Osborn, Patterson, Pool, Ramsey, 
Rice, Schurz, Sherman, Spencer, Sprague, Sumner, 
and Thurman—26. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. DRAKE. I offer the amendment now 
without the words “ or hold office,’’ just in the 
original form in which I offered it before I 
consented to the modification proposed by the 
Senator from Massachusetts. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the amendment as now offered by 
the Senator from Missouri. 

The Curer CLerk. The proposed amend- 
ment is as follows: 

Provided further, That the State of Virginia is 
entitled to ropetpeatetees in Congress as one of the 
States of the Union upon the following fundamental 
condition: that the constitution of irginia shall 
never be so amended or changed as to deprive any 
citizen or class of citizens of the United States of 
the right to votewhoare entitled to vote by the con- 
stitution herein recognized, except as a punishment 
for such crimes as are now felonies at common law, 
whereof they shall have been duly convicted under 
laws equally applicable to all the inhabitants of 
said State: Provided, That any alteration of said 
constitution prospective in its effects may be madein 
regard to the time and place of residence of voters. 


Mr. STEWART. I hope that will not be 
adopted. 1f there ever was any reason for either 
of the provisions contained inthis amendment 
1 think it is disposed of now in a conclusive 
manner. We have the constitutional amend- 
ment secure. It looks so if Nebraskacomes 








| Senator from Missouri 


up pretty soon. It looks as though we could 
close the breach and have the constitutional 
, amendment secure. There is something tan- 
| gible and within sight. This State has adopted 
it, and that act cannot be taken back. 

With regard to civil rights, they are better 
provided for, more certainly provided for in 
the fourteenth ame:.dment to the Constitution, 
which says that no State shall deny to any 
person the equal protection of the laws. If 
it is necessary to legislate on any of the ques- 
tions contemplated in the amendment of the 
it can be done for all 
the States under the power conferred by the 
fourteenth amendment to the Constitution. 

There, is then, no necessity for cumbering this 
bill and exercising a doubtful authority when 
we have been laboring to put these provisions 
in the Constitution of the United States and 
are just about successfully to achieve that work. 
These conditions of admission certainly can- 
not add anything to the Constitution. They will 
not give you any additional power; I am very 
confident of that; and they all imply admissions 
that you have not this power unless you exer- 
cise itin this way. They weaken the propercon- 
struction of the Constitution ; it seems tome we 
are losing ground without gaining any advantage 
whatever. If Virginia revolutionizes her govern- 
ment after she is admitted I do not think there 





is any doubt that there isa remedy. We are 
bound by the Constitution to see that she has a 
republican form of government, We are bound 


office who otherwise might hold the same office. | 
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by the Constitution to see that she does nos de 
to every person the equal protection of 


| laws. To that we are already bound by 
| fourteenth amendment. 


We shall be bour } 
the fifteenth amendment to see that thc,. 
no denial of the right to vote on accoyn; 
color. These thingsare unconstitutional, »,,,) 
Virginia attempts to revolutionize the gover 
ment and trample upon the principle of peo, 
struction, and deny equal rights which ),.. 
bound to grant by the Constitution and by), 
terms of her admission that were univers. 
known, I think there will be aremedy for it, .,. 
be, and certain. Butas to what that remedy y, 


| how the thing shall be done, I prefer to wait y 


the emergency has arisen before decidins | 
would not say now that she shall not do +; 
thing or that thing, when there are a thous,, 
other things equally bad or a great deal woy.. 
which she might do which would be entj).), 
revolutionary and in violation of the same pr 
visions of the Constitution. 

All the power we shall have to deal wii), 
Virginia after she comes in will be under «| 
Constitution, not under these conditions-y), 
sequent. They will add nothing to your (oy 
stitution, It seems to me it weakens the autho. 


| ity of the Government to be attempting to pate) 
| up the Constitution of the United States, ory, 


add to it by these conditions-subsequent. | 
think we are placing ourselves in a false po; 
tion. If the fifteenth amendment becomes y 
part of the Constitution, as it is certain to be. 
has not Congressa right to see that there is equa! 
suffrage in Virginia? Is it not perfectly withiy 
the power of Congress to see that Virginia 
passes no law that denies to any person the 
equal protection of the laws? Is it not incum 
bent upon Congress to do that? And if we 
intend to admit Virginia, why this idle legis|, 
tion, to say the least of it, which can effect 1» 
good? It seemsto me that ‘sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof;’’ and when thee 
day comes, when the people of Virginia prov 
by any revolutionary movement or any retr 
grade movement that they did not act in gow! 
faith, when they commence to trample upon 
the provisions of the Constitution of the Un 
ted States or the constitution of the State whic 
they have formed in such a manner as to show 
to the world that they are not satisfied wit) 
the settlement that has been made, but desire 
to reopen this revolution, then will be the tine 
for us to act; and I want it distinctly under- 
stood that if Virginia ever does reopen the 
revolution by any overt act, or any law or reso: 
lution in violation of the Constitution of the 
United States and the principles that are set: 
tled, I for one, if I have my place here, wil! 
be foremost in my humble way in seeking a 
remedy to put things right ; but I do not think 
it right to sit here and do idle things that will 
avail nothing. 

Let Virginiacome in. She has done all tia 
we required; she has complied with all the 
conditions that we prescribed; she has ratified 
the fifteenth amendment. We have the honor 
of the State pledged to equal rights, to a |i!) 
eral government, to justice, to humanity. Let 
her break the pledge if she can consent to de 
grade herself to that extent. Then the whole 
nation will say to us, treat this treachery as |! 
deserves. See how the nation cried out agains 
the treachery of Georgia. Did not Congress 
find a remedy for that? And let not Georgia 
flatter herself that she can avoid a remedy tor 
evils that she is attempting to perpetrate upon 
the loyal people. We will make Georgia re- 
spect the power of this Government. But | 
do not believe in distrusting a people who say 
they are willing to do right and who prove !' 
by their acts. I want to wait until there is 4 
wrong and then apply the proper remedy. | (o 
not believe in the doctrine that the clown ap 
plied to the woodchuck. I do not believe '» 
applying that doctrine at this time, at any rate. 
and I think it was well illustrated by that story 
of my colleague. 
become historic. 


I believe that story will 
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It has been. 

It has been historic? 
Yes, sir. 

Well, it has become im- 


vr. THAYER. 
Mr, STEWART. 
Mr. THAYER. 
Mr, SLEWART. 
rtal now. , 
Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President—— : 
Mr. THAYER. Willthe Senator from Mis- 
; ari allow me to make a remark ? 

\r. DRAKE. Certainly. 

Mr. LHAYER. I will say, for the inform- 
ation of the Senator from Nevada, that the 
| ogislature of Nebraska will meet before the 
end of February and will ratify the fifteenth 
amendment; but that furnishes no reason for 
crowdingin Virginia without the necessary guar- 
tees for future peace. 

‘Mr. STEWART. I am very glad that the 
Senator has made that statement upon this 
oor. Lhad heard that that would be the case. 
ut it isimportant that the country should know 

[here are other States to act, and the moral 
effect of Nebraska’s action when we have so 
early reached the end is very great at this 


m 


a 


sme, and J am glad the Senator is able to make | 


that positive assurance. 

Mr. DRAKE, Mr. President, there is one 
thing connected with this whole discussion that 
takes me more by surprise than anything that 

is happened in this body since I have been a 
member of it, and that is that Senators who 
eiguteen months ago insisted upon and voted 
‘or a condition of this kind to the admission of 
Arkansas now turn around and not only speak 


(the doubtful efficacy of such conditions, but | 


egin to stigmatize them as idle legislation. I 
wish that I could see the reason of this thing. 
| wish that gentlemen on this floor would avow 
why it is that they have changed front upon a 
question of this kind. 1 wish that they would 
inform the Senate and the country why it is 
that they will apply one rule to five or six of 
those rebel States and then will refuse to apply 
itto others. Sir, 1 came into this work of re- 
construction after it was begun, and I never 
have taken a step in it yet that I did not take 
from convictions of publie necessity, and I 
never have given a vote here yet in reference 
to it which L would be willing now or hereafter 
to stigmatize as idle legislation. And, sir, the 
country will make the same inquiry on this 
subject that | am making here to-night. The 
country will wish to know why it is that Sen- 
ators abandon their previous position and now 
take position with their political opponents on 
the floor of this Chamber. 

Sir, it matters not if the fifteenth amendment 
is to be adopted ; we are acting now before 
itis adopted. We do not know that it will be 
adopted ; we may believe it and yet we may be 
disappointed. We ought to legislate in view 
of the circumstances in which we are placed 
at this moment, and not suffer our action to be 
swayed by possible events in the future of 
the occurrence of which we have at this time 
no sufficient guarantee. We are bound to ad- 
here to the principles which we have heretofore 

stood by in reference to the race that has come 
from slavery to freedom in those southern 
States; and even though it be that the Con- 
stitution of the United States is soon to be 
amended so as to extend its protection over 


them, that does not relieve us from the neces- | 


sity in acts of Congress passed before that event 


takes place of extending to them all the pro- | 
tection that we have extended to others of their | 


race in other States, 


vation of faith to that race that helped the 
white race to fight the battles of this country 
for its salvation ; and that obligation, so help 
me God, I never will cast off, nor will I ever 
fora moment hesitate to recognize it. Why 
sir, should we in six or seven of those States 
protect that race and in the remainder fail to 
protect it? 

Mr. President, I do not expect any expla- 
nation on the floor of the Senate of this change 
of front on the part of my Republican con- 
Jreres. If there had been an explanation to 


be given, it would have been given probably 





Sir, | am underan obli- | 


before now ; but it stands to this moment un- 
explained that gentlemen who heretofore stood 
shoulder to shoulder with firmness and resolu- 
tion in favor of just such a provision as that 
now pending at this time begin to talk about it 
as of doubtful efficiency and even as idle legis- 
lation. Sir, I will not take any such position. 
I will stand up to the principles and to the 
measures that I have heretofore stood up to 


| though I shall record my vote solitary and alone 


| the words ‘‘and hold office’”’ 


| gress did not prescribe as a condition-precedent | 


for them. 

Mr. WARNER. After the Senate has voted 
down the proposition that Virginia shall never 
debar her colored citizens from the right to 
vote and hold office we certainly cannot adopt 
a narrower proposition ; because, if it maens 
anything, the implication would be very clear 
that Virginia might debar her colored people 
from the right of holding office. I labored 
very earnestly on the floor of the Senate to have 
included in the 
fifteenth amendment, and I still regret that it 
was not done. The Senator from Missouri 
now speaks about going backward upon this 
question. Has not Virginia not only complied 
with every condition that this Congress imposed 
upon her, but has she not gone beyond it and 
adopted the fifteenth amendment, which Con- 


to her admission ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
bill. 

Mr. WARNER. Am I mistaken in that? 

Mr. THAYER. We required the ratification 
of the fifteenth amendment in the bill with 
regard to Virginia. 

Mr. WARNER. Then I am mistaken; I 
thought it was not required. At any rate, she 
has adopted all the requirements that were 
made of her. I have voted against these con- 
ditions, not because I want to be behind any- 
body in the defense of all the people of our 
States, but because I believe they are not to be 
benefited by them; and the surest way to bring 


Oh, yes; that is in the 


| upon them calamities is by putting onerous and 


what may be considered oppressive conditions 
on these States. I believe the best thing for 
the colored people of Virginia to-day is to take 
the State of Virginia at her word. I do not 
fear any disposition to revoke the ratification 
of the fifteenth amendment. I believe it has 
been ratified by the public sentiment of Vir- 
ginia. I know that in my own State no party 
could live an hour that would attempt to over- 
turn the matter of universal suffrage. I tell 
you, Mr. President, that the ballot cannot be 
taken away from the colored people of the 
South without violence. They have tasted not 
only of the sweets of liberty, but they have 
tasted of the sweets of political rights, and they 


| cannot be deprived of them except by revolu- 


tion. The time has passed when the ballot 


| can be taken from the colored men of the South. 
| There is a party, perhaps, who might be dis- 
| posed to do it if they could see the way to do 
| it successfully, but they see plainly the hand- 


writing upon the wall, and that that is one of 


| the questions which have been settled in this 
| country and are not again to be renewed. 


Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President, I desire 
to ask of those Senators who are in favor of 
these amendmentsa few questions for informa- 
tion. In so important a legislation as this we 
ought to understand thoroughly the ground 
we are treading upon, and I doubt not those 
Senators who tenaciously adhere to these prop- 
ositions of amendment to this resolution do 
understand the ground; but, as I do not, I 
would like a little information upon one or 
two points. ' 

In the first place, what is the meaning of 
this phraseology: Virginia shall be admitted 
into the Union upon the fundamental condi- 
tion that so and so shall not be done? Now 


suppose that fundamental condition be vio- || 


lated, what is the result, what is the status of 
the State of Virginia? 

Mr. DRAKE. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me here to give the answer? 
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Mr. CARPENTER, 

Mr. DRAKE. I answer it in the words of 
the Senator from Nevada, ‘‘ Sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof.”’ 

Mr. CARPENTER. Well, Mr. President, | 
think we have approached that precise period 
[ think this is just exactly the evil that is now 
being considered. The day has come. I think 
this amendment is an evil proposition, a dan 
gerous proposition, and this 1s precisely the 
time to consider it. 

Ordinarily, if aman enjoys certain privileges 
upon a fundamental condition, when that con 
dition be broken he ceases to enjoy those priv- 
ileges. Well, the Senate would not listen for 
a moment to this thing expressed in words; 
when the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Vermont made this idea clear in lan 
guage the Senate would not endure it, and re- 
jected the amendment, or adopted rather the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from 
West Virginia. But to come back, it is pro- 
posed that Virginia shall be admitted into the 
Union upon a fundamental condition. If that 


Most decidedly. 


| condition is violated what becomes of Vir- 


| tion. 


ginia? What becomes of the act of admission ? 
What is her status after that time? Is she in 
the Union or is she out? ‘That is a matter, it 
seems to me, of very great importance, which 
ought to be well settled in the mind of the Seu 
ate before we adopt any such language. 

Mr. DRAKE. Ifthe honorable Senator will 
allow me I will give him another answer just 
there, as he is seeking for information. The 
answer is this: that I wish to lay the founda 
tion for subsequent action of Congress in the 
event that that State does violate this condi 
If we admit her without any such con 


| dition, she can say that none such was imposed 


| give it. 


uponher. If we admit her with that condition 
and she violates it, there is the foundation 
for action on the part of Congress to hold her 
to the condition. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Now, as you are on 
the subject of imparting wisdom, let me know 
what, in that contingency, is to be the action 
of Congress? 

Mr. DRAKE. I beg leave to say to the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin that I did not undertake 
to impart wisdom. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
what I want. 

Mr. DRAKE. The Senator from Wiscon- 
sin asked for information. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Certainly. 

Mr. DRAKE. I undertake here as one to 
I do not undertake to impart wisdom 
to the Senator from Wisconsin 

Mr. CARPENTER. That is a grave fault 
in the Senator from Missouri, who is perfectly 
capable of imparting wisdom; and here I am 
at his feet imploring for it and he refuses to 
impartit. [Laughter. } 

Mr. DRAKE. This is the first time in his 
remarks this evening that I have known that 
the honorable Senator asked for wisdom from 
anybody. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
all men. 

Mr. DRAKE. I thought that he was asking 
for information only. I presumed that the hon- 
orable Senator was so fully satisfied with the 
amount of wisdom that he possessed already 
that he would not ask any of anybody else. 
{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. CARPENTER. That is only one of 
many mistakes that I think the Senator from 
Missouri has fallen into in this discussion. | 


You ought to; it is 


Why certainly, from 


| am anxious for information and for wisdom of 


all men, and especially from the Senator from 
Missouri. [Laughter.] But I must confess 
that up to the present time of speaking I have 
not acquired very much from him. [Laugh 
ter.] 1 have not yet learned what is to be the 
consequence if Virginia violates this condition. 

Mr. DRAKE. Perhaps the reason why the 
Senator has not acquired it is because he has 
not exactly the facility of acquiring it. [ Laugh- 
ter. ] 
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Mr. CARPENTER. Well, the facility or 
the lack of facility for acquiring it may be my 
fault or it may be the fault of the Senator; 
because I suppose the word ‘ facility’’ in this 
connection, when | am trying to pump some- 
thing out of him and he refusing to impart it, 
includes both processes, both my attempt and 
his refusal. 

Lut if the Senator from Missouri is entirely 
certain that the fate of the nation depends upon 
adopting this amendment, he must have some 
well-digested theory of what is to be the effect 
of adopting it. He is not so strenuous for this 
amendment all in the dark. Ihave sought in 
vain from him to know what his theory is, 
what would, in his opinion, be the consequence 
of violating this fundamental condition. 

Mr. DRAKE. I will give it to the Senator 
if he will allow me. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Well, I will not allow 
anything else. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. DRAKE. The fourteenth article of the 
amendments to the Constitution provides that— 

**No State shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens 
of the United States; nor shall any State deprive 
any person of life, liberty, or property witbout due 
process of law; nor deny to any person within its 
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.” 


That is a part of the Constitution now; and 


; ‘ . r . . 
thereby to be a State of the Unien, or if her 


| friend, that act of Congress be a compact ? 


| houn on the theory of this Union. 


right to be a State would thereby be extin- 
guished; andifso, what proceedings could be 
had to declare a forfeiture of her franchise as 
a State of the Union. Suppose her position 
in the Union is not lost by violating one of 
these conditions, then the question would come 
up ona given amendment of the constitution 
of Virginia before the courts as to its validity. 
Does any lawyer in this body suppose that any 
court, State or Federal, would hold a State 
constitution void because it conflicted, not with 
the Constitution of the United States, but with 
an act of Congress? 


Mr. SUMNER. 


If, allow me to ask my 


Mr. CARPENTER, If that act of Congress 
he a compact, then the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts goes into the arms of John C. Cal- | 


We had 


| the discussion of whether this Union was based 


in compact or cemented and crystallized in law 

thirty years ago. 
Mr. SUMNER. 

understand me. 
Mr. CARPENTER. 


Very likely. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


If the fundamental condi- 


| tion is a compact between Congress and the 


when we put this proviso into this bill it serves | 


as a designation, by reference to the existing 
constitution of Virginia, of rights of citizens of 
the United States, that under this article of 
the Constitution Congress shall have the power 
to protect against all sorts of aggression, 

Mr. CARPENTER. Let me ask the Sen- 


ator from Missouri, because his expianation 


does me no good unless I can get one or two 


things more to put with it, does he understand | 
that adopting this amendment is to enlarge | 


that amendment to the Constitution or give it, 


even in the State of Virginia, any greater effect | 


than it would have without our adopting this 
amendment to-night? 

Mr. DRAKE. I understand that the adop- 
tion of this amendment to-night designates 





distinetly the constitution of Virginia as con- | 
taining provisions which are for the protection 


of citizens of the United States, and that by 


adopting this provision we do not enlarge the | 
scope of this constitutional amendment which | 
I have just quoted, but we lay the foundation | 


for the application of the powers therein given 


to that very class of persons designated in the | 


constitution of Virginia. 
Mr. CARPENTER. 
lays the foundation, what do you propose to 
build upon that foundation ? 
Mr. DRAKE. It is not at all necessary for 


Assuming that that | 


me to undertake to express an opinion as to | 


what we would propose to build upon that 
foundation, for it could be nothing but an opin- 
ion having no particular value in this discus- 
sion. When they do violate that provision, 
if itis annexed to this bill, then is the time 
when the Senate of the United States, the hon- 
orable Senator from Wisconsin and myself 
among the number if we should be here, would 


have to determine that question; but now is | 


not the time to complicate this question with 
the individual opinion of any Senator as to 
what ought to be done under those circum- 
Stances, 

Mr. CARPENTER. It seems to me that it 
might be allowable under the circumstances to 
complicate it so far as for some Senator to 
show that something under heaven could be 
done in such a contingency. If there cannot 
be, then I am opposed to this amendment, be- 
cause it is simply idle. If there can be, it 
would seem that an ingenious Senator like my 
friend from Missouri could guess, at least, what 
it might be. 

But I do not propose to discuss this matter ; 
I simply asked i questions for information. 
I desired to know what theory was entertained 
by these Senators; whether, if these condi- 
tions should subsequently be violated by Vir- 
ginia, in their opinion Virginia would cease 


| 
| 








Siate. That is my question. 
Mr. CARPENTER. To that I have a short 
reply, that | do not think there can be any com- 
pact between Congress anda State. ‘There may 
be a compact between the United States and a 
State; but I deny that the relation of any State 
to this Union can in any sense be regarded as 
a relation based upon a compact. 
Government. ‘The powers of the Federal Union 
are based upon the solid foundation of the Con- | 
stitution, not upon the terms of a contract, no 
matter how high may be the contracting parties. 
The latter theory of this amendment—and this 
question of the Senator brings us right up to 


| it—if [ understand it, just leads into that very | 


danger out of which we have emerged only | 
through the blood and terror of a four years’ | 
war. I want, so far as lam concerned, to have 
done with the talk about compacts which reg- 
ulate the rights of a State in this Union, and I 
desire, so far as my vote goes, to admit States | 
and let them be States and hold them respons- 
ible as States, and compel them to obey the | 
Iederal Constitution as States, or I propose to | 
have nothing to do with them in that capacity, | 
to remand them to the condition of Territories | 
or hold them in military subjection. Let us 
have one thing or the other. 
It is not my business to criticise the action 
of Congress; but if I were to express any 
opinion upon this subject of reconstruction 
going into the past I should say that the mistake 
which had been made was in hastening recon- 
struction. I would have had those southern 
States placed under the guardianship of the | 
Union. I would have had them trained and 
disciplined to liberty and law and order, and | 
all the better if it had been continued for | 
twenty-five years. I would let this generation | 
cool down. But then, sir, whenever the time | 
did come, be it early or late, for creating States 
out of those Territories I would have States. I | 


would have no maimed, tied, mutilated, partial || 


member of this Union; no State here without 
the rights and privileges possessed by other 
States, for I believe no such Union can go 
safely on the tide of time. The guarantee of 
our Union, its perpetuity and its peace, is in 
the equality of every member of the Union. I 
would give to Virginia while I gave her a place 
at this board all the rights I would give to Mas- 
sachusetts ; and whenever Virginia or Massa- 
chusetts failed to perform her duty to the Fed- | 
eral Union I would deal with her as Congress | 
has the undoubted right to do—for what pur- | 
pose? To make her a republican State and to | 
keep her in the line of her duty. That we may 
do; that we should do when the emergency 
arises. 

But where is the wisdom—and I put this in | 
an interrogative form, not criticising anybody, 


This is a || 
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| me, of very grave difficulty. 
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but expressing only the doubts under yw); 
my mind labors—where is the wisdom of «a. 
to a State now on the threshold of the [»:. 
‘* We distrust you; we will not permit 1 
exercise the functions of a State: we will 
grant to you the right to amend your ¢., 
tution as other States have the right,” 
this it will be said, ‘* Virginia has rebel|... 
Undoubtedly ; and if we are not disposed ty 
that pass and receive her back as a State, t\) 

: ; | 
hold her until we can receive her as a Stas... 
and whether that time come in five years 
twenty-five, when it does come, when the p.. 
ple of Virginia, disciplined by war or cool, 


by reflection, can see their daty and coms 
back properly into the Union, then let, 
have the State of Virginia, not a sister hero 


with hands tied, not a member of the Unio 
maimed and half destroyed, ready to be toppled 
over by some accident. Let her come as » 
State with all her powers and all her privileges: 


| but until her people can be trusted in tha 
I think my friend does not || 


capacity do not let her come at all. 

But there is another question here, it strikes 
It is the duty of 
the United States to guaranty to Virginia g 
republican government. What is our under 
standing of a ‘republican government ?’’ 
‘There are several ideas included in the phrase: 
but‘first and foremost is the idea that it is q 
government ordained and established by the 
prerne, over which it exists. The people of 

irginia, in the form prescribed by our laws 
and under proceedings conducted by the Pres- 
ident and military authorities, have held an 
election and have ratified—what? ‘‘ This con. 
stitution.”’ And whatis ‘this constitution?’ 
It provides that it may be amended in a cer- 
tain way. That is the provision of the con- 
stitution which the people of Virginia adopted. 
Now Congress, taking her application and he: 
constitution, propose to do what? To mak 
a total change in that constitution, and to sa) 
that, ‘‘ Whereas you have adopted a consti 
tution in which you say you may amend j 
in @ certain way, we say you shall not amend 
it at all as to certain particulars.’”’ If w 
may alter that constitution and its legal effect 
in one way we may in twenty ways. If we 
may do this thing we may say she shall be 
admitted into the Union upon the fundamental 
condition that no judge shall ever be commis: 
sioned to hold a State court. We may mold 
her constitution; it is clay in the hands of a 
potter, subject to our absolute will and domin- 
ion; or we have no right to meddle with it at 
all. Now, I ask, in all earnestness and can- 
dor, can Senaters impose here by law a pro- 
vision upon that constitution which is not in it 
at present, which the people of Virginia have 
neverratified, and which, perchance, they never 
would ratify, and call that a republican gov- 
ernment—call that a constitution adopted by 
the people of Virginia? 

Mr. President, it is no answer to all this to 
march off under the flag and talk patriotically ; 
it is no answer to these serious, practical ques- 
tions to talk about the horrors of the war, about 
the green graves in the South, and the dark- 
ened homes in the North. All that I under- 
stand, all that I feel; and if the people o! 
Virginia have not yet sufficiently repented to 
become a State, then let her stay out until they 
do. But if Virginia is fit to become a State 
at all, then it is no answer to these objections 
to say that there was a time when she was 
not a State; there was a time when she went 
out of the Union voluntarily; she was eight 
years out without our consent ; now she must 
come back upon the terms we impose. [I con- 
cede she must if we have any authority, any 
proper constitutional right to impose them; 
and that brings us back to the practical difli- 
culty which | have in coming to support this 
amendment. 

I regret as much as any man can to be con: 
pelled on these questions to vote against le- 
publicans in this body. 


There are special 


1870. 


reasons il 
my collea 
xpich 1 1 
well kno 
But, Mr. 
deep 1m] 
which ar 
vive this 
for goot 
innumer 
in ording 
amended 
framing 
great Ur 
the Cons 
immorta 
ators in 
no doub 
which s¢ 
»rovisiO 
pernicia 
any effe 
stitution 
ratified, 
whieh t! 
Sir, W 
against 
ists. I 
the pec 
held co 
secessiC 
into op 
j eople. 
stump 
now, iv 
cisely, 
that sh 
to this 
and Vi 
are in 
ought 
bu 
them t 
Mr. 
Mr. 
they si 
Massa 
man. 
Mr. 
I have 
reasor 
the pa 
times 
them, 
bythe 
ator vi 
questi 
profor 
is due 
imper 
me it 
shoul 
just. 
Mr 
fortu 
durin 
woul 
if the 
matt 
facts 
view 
are | 
orde 
be r 
a go 
I 
say 
OW 
ini 
Mas 
the 
my | 
for } 
Uni 
sack 
fall 
do t 
exe 
are 


§0 4 








1870. 


reasons in my case why I regret to vote against 
my colleague on any political question, reasons 
ich I need not enlarge upon, for they are 
known to every member of this body. 

Rut, Mr. President, here are questions of 
jeep import; questions the consequences of 
which are to outlive you and me, are to sur- 
ive this present assemblage of Senators, and, 
fr good or ill, shed their influence through 
“numerable years. Weare not now engaged 
-) ordinary legislatton which may be remedied, 
_mended, and remodeled to-morrow. Weare 
framing States ; we are adding columns to this 


vreat Union; we are speaking of things which | 


‘he Constitution declares shall be perpetual, 
‘mmortal; and I implore the Republican Sen- 
ators in this Chamber to consider, as I have 
»o doubt they will, and have, these objections 
which seem to me impassable: first, that this 
»rovision will be utterly ineffectual or utterly 
pernicious 5 and in the second place, if it has 
any effect whatever, then it is altering the con- 
stitution which the people of Virginia have 
ratified, and foreing a constitution upon them 
which they have not ratified. 

Sir, we declaimed very loudly and very justly 
against the course pursued by the secession- 
ists. In some States, where the majority of 
the people were really for the Union, they 
held conventions packed in the interests of 
secession, framed constitutions, and put them 
into operation without submitting them to the 
neople. We have denounced this on every 
stump from Maine to California. Shall we 
now, in Congress, perform the same act pre- 
cisely, and force upon Virginia a constitution 
that she has never ratified? It is no answer 
to this to say that these provisions are right, 
and Virginia ought to be satisfied; that they 
are in the interests of liberty, and Virginia 
ought to love liberty. I concede them to be 
so; but the question is, have we a right to put 
them there without consulting her. 

Mr. SUMNER. Unquestionably. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Well, sir, confidence, 
they say, is next to genius; the Senator from 
Massachusetts having both must be a happy 
nan. [Laughter. | 

Mr. President, these are the objections which 
| have to this amendment, and these are the 
reasons why I must vote against it; and I beg 
the pardon of the Senate for having spoken ten 
times as long as I intended to do in stating 
them. lonly doit because I feel embarrassed 
by the position Iam in hereasa Republican Sen- 
ator voting against Republican Senators on this 
question for whose opinions I entertain the 
profoundest respect; but it is due to myself, it 
is due to my own conscience, it is due to my 
imperfect and ill-instructed judgment, yet to 
me it must be the guide of my conduct, that I 
should vote for what I believe to be true and 
just. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, the mis- 
lortune of the statesmen of France before and 
during the French revolution was that they 
would follow theories in defiance of facts, and 
if the facts did not conform to the theory, no 
matter; a beautiful theory was worth more than 
facts. Now, sir, theorizing at this time, in 
view of the very grave situation by which we 
are surrounded, and in view of the terrible 
ordeal through which we have passed, must 
be received with a good deal of allowance and 
a good deal of suspicion. 

{ understood the Senator from Wisconsin to 
say that he claimed that Congress had the 
power ifa State failed in doing her duty by the 
Union to deal with that State whether it was 
Massachusetts or Virginia. If I understood 
the Senator correctly in that the admission, in 
my judgment, carries away all his argument ; 
for if he admits that the Government of the 
United States has the power to deal with Mas- 
sachusetts or with Virginia, being States in 
full relation in the Union, because they fail to 
do their duty as States, then it has a right to 
execute fundamental conditions whether they 
are written or unwritten; it has a right to deal 


with a State whenever that State in the opinion 
of the Government of the United States comes 
short of performing its whole duty. So that, 
in my opinion, the admission made by the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin sweeps away all the argu- 
ment and all the theory that have been ad- 
vanced. 

Now, Mr. President, in regard to funda- 
mental conditions so-called, or in reference to 
that which is proposed here to-night, I do not 
claim, for one, that these conditions are legally 
binding upon the State of Virginia, or would 
be if adopted. We cannot make them a part 
of the Constitution of the United States by 
putting them into this bill, nor can we make 
them a part of the constitution of the State of 
Virginia, but by making this declaration we 
make it a question of good faith upon the part 
of Virginia. We say ‘*‘ we admit you upon the 
understanding written out in this bill that you 
will not so amend your constitution as to de- 
prive any class of your citizens of their rights, 
therefore your good faith is pledged.’’ That 
is all there is of it. If Senators have confi- 
dence in the good faith of the people of Vir- 
ginia or of any other State, then they must 
admit that perhaps there will be some binding 
force and some power in what may be called 
a condition inserted in a statute like this. 

Sir, we are standing in the presence almost 
of the rebellion. It has passed away, but it 
has left its consequences and its memories 
behind it. Reconstruction is not completed. 
We do not know what is before us. We do 
not know what we may yet have to encounter 
in the State of Virginia or in other States. 
There are grounds of apprehension in regard 
to what may be the conduct of Virginia; and 
I call upon Senators to reflect upon the gravity 
of the situation. I feel constrained to vote 
for the admission of Virginia. I do it for two 
reasons: first, because Ll believe she has com- 
plied with the conditions we have prescribed, 
and therefore we are in honor bound to admit 
her; in the next place, because I want to 
secure her vote for the fifteenth amendment, 
which I believe is indispensable to the safety 
of the whole system of reconstruction. But, 
sir, | confess here to-night I do it with great 
apprehensions ; and I do not believe there is a 
Senator here who does not feel grave misgiv- 
ings in regard to what will be the result of our 
action in the admission of Virginia. If the 
people of Virginia shall behave as the people 
of Georgia have behaved, as the people of 
‘Tennessee have behaved, in six months from 
this time we shall be called upon to encounter 
a storm of indignation at the hands of our 
own constituents for our action here. 

The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Ferry] 
made a remark this afternoon that I was sorry 
to hear. He intimated that the forty-five 
members of the Virginia Legislature who had 
remonstrated against the admission of Virginia 
were actuated by personal grievances, by de- 
feated ambition or hopes. That may be the 
case in regard to a few; but I think the Sen- 
ator went too farin making that the motive 
for all. Sir, I believe, [ am satisfied, that the 
great body of the Republican party of Vir- 
ginia to-day, stand in terror of the admission 
of the State. I have seen many of them and 
[ think I know how they feel. They believe 
that they will not be safe in their property, in 
their liberty, in their persons if Virginia shall 
be admitted. 

Sir, that is the true feeling of the great body 
of the Republican party of Virginia to-day, and 
we have no right to scoff at it here. We may 
feel bound to admit Virginiaand I do. Weare 
surrounded by such circumstances as in my judg- 
ment make it obligatory on us todo it; but at 
the same time I appreciate, and | appreciate 
profoundly that deep fear which rests upon the 
loyal men of Virginia as the result of her admis- 
sion; and I think my friend from Connecticut 
went too far when he put down their protest to 
improper motives. I have been addressed by 

tepublicans from Virginia who have not been 
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and will not hereafter be office seekers, intelli- 
gent men, too, and I know that they believe that 
when the State is admitted, and, as they sup 
pose, passes from under the control of Con- 
gress, they will be virtually driven from that 
State ; that there will be an ostracism practiced 
upon them, that there will bea reign of terror 
inaugurated which will drive them to sacrifice 
their property and leave their homes and go to 
other States. 

Mr. STEWART. I should like to inquire 
of the Senator in case they should inaugurate 
a reign of terror does he not believe there is 
power in Congress to rectify any great wrong 
they may commit? 

Mr. MORTON. Iam glad to have my friend 
ask me the question. I think my friend must 
have understood me two or three days ago as 
asserting that the power to reconstruct implies 
the power to protect the reconstruction, and 
that that power to protect will continue so long 
as protection shall be required; that if we 
simply have the power to set up these govern- 
ments and then the rebels may knock them 
down and we no power to prevent it, recon- 
struction is idle. I say that the power to recon- 
struct implies the power to protect the work 
that we have done; and if we allow the admis- 
sion of these States upon certain conditions 
that are vital, then the violation of those con 
ditions after the States come in will be a fraud 
upon us and we shall have a right to redress 
the wrong. I will not now say how, but the 
circumstances and the time will point out the 
measure and the character of the redress. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. MORTON. Certainly. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I understand the Sen- 
ator to hold, as [ claim myself, that the Con- 
stitution is ample for such a case. Now, I want 
to know if the Senator from Indiana thinks 
that our right will be any stronger based upon 
a fraud than it is based upon the Constitution ? 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, without un- 
dertaking to answer the particular phraseology 
used by the Senator, [ will endeavor to answer 
what I conceive to be the scope of his ques 
tion, and I will use as an illustration the very 
point embraced in the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Missouri. When we came to 
reconstruct these rebel States we found that we 
could not do it with safety and with success ex- 
cept by raising up a new class of loyal voters 
upon whom we could reconstruct. ‘Therefore, 
the admission of the colored men of the South 
to the right of suffrage and the right to hold 
office was indispensable to reconstruction. It 
was a vital condition. We put that in our re- 
construction measures. We required them to 
put it in their constitutions. Now, will the 
Senator tell me when that was a vital condi 
tion, so regarded by us, when we acted upon 
it and required them to put it in their consti 
tutions, that to-morrow, after they are admitted, 
they can violate that condition with impunity ; 
they can take from the colored man the right 
of suffrage, the right to hold office; they can 
remit him back almost to his former condi 
tion, and that we, having been cheated, have 
no remedy ? 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator par 
don me for interrupting him? I understand 
him to agree with me that we have a perfect 
remedy under the Constitution. What I cannot 
understand is, that with his theory and mine 
that our true remedy under the Constitution i- 


| clear and undoubted we are to gain any addi 


tional power by what he calls this compact or 
this fraud. 


Mr. MORTON. 


I do not call ita compact 


| I beg to be understood ; I do not agree to com 


pacts. The Senator admits now, and I am glad 
to hear him do it, and I want it to go upon the 
record, and I should like to have that record 
made on the part of every Republican Senator 
in this body, that if this fundamental, this vital 
condition of reconstruction shall hereafter be 
violated we have the power and the right of 
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Is that the understanding ? 
ny understanding. 

Then, sir, 1 might goto the Senator from 
Wisconsin, as he did to the Senator from Mis- 
souri, and ask him what shall be the character 
of that redress, how he proposes to enforce a 
fundamental condition. He would not be called | 
on to answer me to-night. I could not reason- | 
ably expect him to do so, because the measure 
and the character of the redress must be de- 
termined by all the circumstances surrounding 
the case at the time. When Georgia committed 
that great act of treachery we did not know 
how to deal with her; but a little experience 
after that and a little reflection brought us at 
last to the correct remedy. Now, sir, as is 
conceded by my distinguished friend from Wis- 
consin and by the member of the committee 
who has the bill in charge, if in case they shall 
violate the terms of the constitution they have | 
adopted by depriving the colored men of suf- 
frage, by depriving them of the right to hold | 
office, or by taking from them the school fand, 
or depriving them of their civil rights under 
that coustitution, we have the power as a Con- | 
ress to redress that wrong that concedes the | 
whole position that I have contended for from | 
the first. That power would not be strengthened | 
hy putting this condition in the bill, nor would | 
it be weakened on the other hand. 


- _ 
redress. 


That is | 


only advantage in putting it in the bill is that | 
it ig notice to them and to the world; it is | 
calling their attention to it at the very time it | 


is done, and saying ‘* Take particular notice 
that we readmit you upon 
conditions,’’ thereby substantially giving them | 
notice, though not in words, that if they shall 
violate these terms, if they shall violate the con- 
ditions of reconstruction, we will deal with them, 

With this understanding in regard to the 
admission of Virginia had upon this floor, and 
if put into the bill so much the better, we shall 
thereby have security that the people of Vir- 
ginia will not violate these conditions. If the 
people of Georgia had understood distinetly 
what we would do they would not have taken 
the course that they did take. They supposed 
they were beyond our control; they supposed | 
they had gotten beyond the regulating power | 
of Congress when they turned the colored men 
out of their Legislature; but they found them. | 
selves mistaken, Now we say to the people 
of Virginia and all the reconstructed States in 
advance, ‘* Ifyou shall violate these terms upon 
which you are reconstructed you will be guilty 
of bad faith, of treachery ; understand, our 
power is not exhausted; we have the power 
to protect what we have built up, and we will | 
do it.’’ With this understanding in regard to | 
our power we shall have security from them | 
for their good behavior in the future. 

Mr. President, the only real security that we | 
can now take for the future conduct of the | 
people of Virginia and of the other States is in | 
giving them to understand what our power is, | 
and our purpose to exercise it if theyshall give | 
us cause todo so. I have been very glad to | 
hear the expression that has been made here | 
to-night on the part of the Senator from Wis- 
consin and others that the power under the 
Constitution of the United States is ample over 
any State in this Union when that State shall 
come short in doing its duty as a State and in 
performing the vital condition upon which that | 
State was reconstructed and restored to her | 
normal relations with the Union. 

Mr. HOWK. Mr, President, I did not mean | 
to open my head again during this debate, and | 
I should not do so now but for a single remark 
dropped by my colleague. He expressed his | 
regret not only at being compelled to differ 
with other Republicans ou the floor, but espe- | 
cially upon the necessity of differing in his | 
—— with myself. Now, let me say in reply to 
that—— 

Mr. THAYER. Will the Senator trom Wis- 
consin be kind enough to speak so that we in | 
‘his vicinity can hear him? We do uot want | 
to lose anything that he says. 


| 





| Mr. HOWE. 


Now, the | 


these terms and | 








I really am speaking rather 
to my colleague than to the Senate, if 1 may 

| be indulged so far as that. 

| Mr. CARPENTER. It is to be regarded 

_ as confidential, I suppose. [Laughter ] 

| Mr. HOWE. Confidential strictly. [Laugh- 

| ter.] Ll rose mainly for the purpose of assur- 

| ing him 


Mr. THAYER. 





I desire to say to the Sen- 


| ator from Wisconsin that he talks so well that 


we wish not to lose anything that he says. 

Mr. HOWE. My friend from Nebraska is 
| very kind, and if anybody could induce me to 
roar he would do it. [Laughter.] I will try 
| to roar after the fashion of the sucking dove, 
| however. 


| 1 was trying to say, under considerable diffi- 


culty, that I conceive the difference between 
my colleague and myself, I conceive the differ- 
ence between the two sides of the Chamber on 
the pending question to be so little radical in 
its kind that if I had supposed it would have 
given iy colleague any especial gratification 
to have had me vote with bins I do not know 
that I should not have voted with him. I do 
not consider that there is any very great prin- 
ciple at stake here. ‘There is a question of 
judgment in my opinion. Weare called upon 
to exercise our discretion, our judgment, upon 
a matter of policy. The thing which this 
amendment seems to require the doing of, I 
tuke it, is a thing that my colleague, the Sena- 
tor from Nevada and all Senators about me 
are agreed ought to bedone. The question is 
whether the adoption of the amendment now 
moved by the Senator from Missouri would 
tend to secure the doing of it. It was my 
opinion that it would. It is my opinion that 
it would. But this is the general feeling, if I 
cannot dignify it with the name of reasoning, 
which has controlled my action from the be- 
ginning. 

Like my colleague, I have not been hungering 
and thirsting for the admission of these late 
seceding States. So farasthe legal questionsin- 
volved in reconstruction are concerned I think I 
have the best of reasons for knowing that there 
isno difference of opinion between my colleague 
and myself. There has been a difference 
between myself aud my Republican friends 
fromthe beginning. If IL could have influenced 
reconstruction when we first took the subject 
up, in the morning of that day after our juris- 
diction was acknowledged from the Canadas 
to the Gulf, this would have been the course 
I should have taken. I would have agreed to 
the doing of what we did, that is to the wiping 
out of every vestige of a civil government we 
found existing over these rebel States when 








would have putcivil governments in their place, 
but | would have had civil governments respon- 
sible to the General Government, such govern- 
nents in substance, though not in form, as you 
have over all your Territories to-day. I would 
have had governments with Legislatures chosen 
hy the whole body of the people of those States, 
to make just such laws as they deemed the 
interests of their respective States demanded. 
I would have retained of course the power to 
veto any law which bore injuriously upon the 
national interests or which bore oppressively 
upon any classin those communities. That veto 
power this Congress has upon the legislation 
of every Territory. I would have had the 
executive and the judicial departments of the 
Government responsible to the national au- 
thority and not to the popular voice of those 
States. Whyso? Tor the simple reason that 
we knew that the majority of the people in those 
several States had been, first, the bitterest ene- 
mies of the national authority, and secondly, 
the bitterest enemies of those two classes in the 
States which we were bound of all the world 
to protect—those white men who had been 
loyal to the cause of the Constitution and the 
country and those black men who had sinned 
against the majority down there in nothing 
but in accepting freedom at the hands of the 


the war closed ; but having wiped those out, I | 





ennnnnnn nnn errr reer SAA 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


| 





January |. 1, 


peaple of the United States. For this reag, 
would have had these executive and judic al 
authorities responsible to the Government of 
the United States. I would have had the. 
people represented not only in theirlocal Legis. 
latures by representatives chosen by they, 
selves, but I would have them to be represent) 
by Delegates chosen by them in both Hous. 
of Congress, so that we could have had the), 
here for the purpose of counsel and for tj, 
purpose of advice. 

It is well known that I not only urged th; 
policy after the close of the war, but | urg., 
it repeatedly during the progress of the wa;. 
but 1 was overruled. A form of governmen; 
was substituted for that which we felt compelled 
to abrogate that I never could heartily approy, 
of—a military form of government. [| never 
liked it; I do not like it to-day; and I hay, 
been reconciled to these acts of readmissigy 
mainly by my desire to relieve that people dow, 
there, rebel and loyal alike, from the rule of 
these military tribunals. They are unsuited ty 
the work of civil government; they are yp. 
suited to the business of protecting life, persou, 
property. t 

Now, I say again that I have not hungered 
for the readmission of any of these States. 
With reluctance I voted for the readmission 
of Alabama, of Arkansas, of the Carolinas, of 
alland each of them. With reluctance I vote 
now for the admission of Virginia. There are 
tendencies abroad among those people which 
I believe to be dangerous to that people par- 
ticularly, more so than to the Union itself, 
But because they have made an attempt to 
comply with conditions so far as you have 
expressed conditions, and because [ believe 
that in the main they have complied with those 
conditions, and, above all, because I do want 
to snatch them from those tribunals to which | 
have already referred, from that military rule, 
I have concluded to acquiesce in this proposi- 
tion now to admit the State of Virginia; but 
in doing that I have thought it proper, and | 
have thought it safer on the whole—I appeal 
to my friends about me; I appeal to my co! 
league among others, if it is not on the whole 
quite as safe if not a little safer to put whatever 
conditions we can upon the act of admission 
which we think at all calculated to secure the 
observance of good conduct, good faith, and 
good government hereafter among them. 

Now, my colleague raises a very grave ques- 
tion, and others have raised the same, a ques: 
tion I am not going to attempt to answer: 
suppose you put this fundamental condition in 
the statute, and it is disregarded by the govern- 
ment of Virginia by and by, after admission, 
what is your remedy? Mr. President, how 
many States have been admitted into the Union 
with a fundamental condition and upon whose 
acts of admission you*vould have raised pre- 
cisely the same question? I have before me 
the statute admitting the State of California, 
and I find the third section of that act declares: 

“That the State of California is admitted into tho 
Union upon the express condition that the people of 
said State, through their Legislature or otherwise, 
shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the 
public lands within its limits and shall pass no law 
and do no act whereby the title of the United States 
to and right to dispose of the same shall be impaired 
or questioned; and that they shall never lay any tax 
or assessment of any description whatever upon the 
public domain of the United States; and in no case 
shall non-resident proprietors who are citizens of the 
United States be taxed higher than residents; and 
that all the or waters within the said State 
shall be common | wees forever, free as well to the 
inhabitants of said State as to thecitizens of the Uni- 
ted States, without any tax, impost, orduty therefor. 

And in the act admitting the State of Wis- 
consin into the Union my colleague knows— 

Mr. SUMNER. All the acts contain that 
condition. 

Mr. HOWE. In the Wisconsin act there 
was not only a condition, but it was declared 
to be a fundamental condition, These are 
calied ‘‘ express conditions’’ sometimes. — 
have not looked to see whether the question 
was then raised and settled what should hap- 
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won to the State of Wisconsin if we did under- 
oto tax the lands of non-residents higher 


han the lands of residents, or if we did under- | 


able rivers within the State of Wisconsin, or 
‘we did undertake to do any one of those 
chings which the act said it was a fundamental 

: dition weshonld not do. Then, is it worth 
whi , to attempt to settle it now on this de- 
ate? Sir, the historical truth is that these 
conditions were putin the act and they have 
vot been violated; and what Wisconsin has 
vot done in the way of violation, what Cali- 
fornia has not done, the transgression which 
has not come from any of these States, I think 
we have reason to hope at least will not come 
from the State of Virginia. 

But after all, if you mean that there is some 


particular thing which Virginia shall not do 


to impose duties or taxes upon our navi- | 


hereafter without subjecting her people and her | 


eovernment to that discipline which my col- 
liearue says can be imposed, and which the 
Senator from Indiana says can be imposed, 


and which the Senator from Nevada says can | 


be imposed, is it not a little fairer and more 
candid to put it into the statute and to give 
them notice of what you expect at their hands? 
Certainly it is not going to weaken the power of 
this Government under the Constitution for you 
to put that into the statute ; it will leave all your 
constitutional authority intact; and therefore it 
seems to me quite as wise, quite as proper to 
say so, and in this view | have voted for most 
ofthese amendments. I do not know but that 
| have voted for all the amendments that have 
been offered on this bill, thinking that after I 
had voted for them all I should not have done 
any more than might possibly be found neces- 
sary to secure good government. 

But I close, Mr. President, as I commenced, 
by saying that after all I do not know but that 
| could have about as well afforded to yield my 
judgment on these points asto fail to vote with 
my colleague if I had really supposed it would 
have given himany especial gratification. [know 
it would give him gratification upon any great 
national question to have me united with him, 
as it would give me on all such questions to be 





supported by his judgmentand by his influence ; | 


but | think he knows that not only in my judg- 


ment, but inthe judgment of the people of Wis- | 
consin, neither his political character nor mine | 


is likely to suffer at all by any such difference 
as has transpired this afternoon in our votes. 
Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, something 
has been said of the term by which this propo- 
sition should be designated. One will not 


call it ‘* compact,’’ finding in this term much | 


danger, but at the same time the Senator 


looking to us for protection such safeguard as 
may be found in this proposition. 

l‘or myself, sir, | make no question of terms. 
Call it one thing or another it is the same, for 
ithasin it protection. Call it a compact, I 
accept it. Callit a law, I accept it. 
a condition, I accept it. It is all three—con- 
dition, law, compact, and as all three binding. 
'he old law books speak of a triple cord. 
Here you have it. 

My friend from Wisconsin [Mr. CarPENTER] 


| the name of right, do I insist that it is binding | 


| there, and it is binding being there. 


beyond this is contrary to the harmonies of the 
universe. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him one question? 

Mr. SUMNER. I would rather make one 
further observation and then I will yield. Since 
the Senator spoke I sent into the other room 
for the Declaration of Independence in order to 
read a sentence which is beyond question the 
touchstone of our institutions, to which all the 
powers of a State must be brought. Here itis: 
_"* We, therefore, the representatives of the United 
States of America in general Congress assembled, 
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the 
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name and by 
the authority of the good people of these Colonies, 
solemnly publish and declare that these United Col- 


onies are, and of right ought to be, free and inde- 
pendent States,”’ 


And then it proceeds to say that— 
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|| It began with Magna Charta, followed shortly 


“They have full power to levy war, conclude | 
peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and | 
to do all other acts and things which independent | 


, 


States may of right do.’ 

Here is the claim and its limitation; the 
great claim and its great limitation. The claim 
was independence; the limitation was justice. 


‘* Which independent States may of right | 


do!’’ Nothing else, nothing which a State 
may not of rightdo. Now, sir, bear in mind, 
do not forget that there is not one thing pro- 
hibited by these fundamental conditions that 
a State may of right do. Therefore, sir, in 
upon the State. It is binding, even if not 
Its inser- 
tion is like notice or proclamation of the per- 
petual obligation. 


Mr. CARPENTER. 


Now will the Senator 


allow me to ask him a question? 


Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 

Mr. CARPENTER. In speaking of a State 
of this Union does not the Senator understand 
the term to apply to the corporation, so to 
speak, the government of the State? 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I ask the Senator, 


| then, in what way the State of Virginia got out 


of the Union except by destroying the State 


| government which wasa memberof the Union? 


Her territory was always in; her people were 
always subject to the laws of the United States. 

Mr. SUMNER. There I agree with the Sen- 
ator. Her people were always in; her terri- 
tory was always in. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
was not. 

Mr. SUMNER. Not out. Her government 
was destroyed. 


Mr. CARPENTER. 


gut her government 


Yes, and thereby she 


|| ceased to be a member of the Union. 
refuses to the unhappy people in Virginia now | 


Call it || 


falls into another mistake, he will pardon me | 


if | suggest it, which I notice with regret. He 
exalts the technical State above the real State. 
He knows well what is the technical State, 
which is found in form, in technicality. in priv- 
ilege, if you please, for he has made himself 
to-night the advocate of privilege. ‘To my 
mind the State is the people, and its highest 
office is their just safeguard ; and when it is 
declared that a State hereafter shall not take 
away the right of any of its people, here is no 
infringement of anything thet belongs toa State. 
I entreat my friend to bear the distinetion in 
mind, A State can have no right nor privilege 
to do wrong, nor can the denial of this preten- 
sion disparage the State, in any way impair its 
complete equality with otherStates. TheStates 
have no power except to do justice. Any power 





Mr. SUMNER. Rather than say that she 


| had ceased to be a member of the Union I 


would say that her government was destroyed. 
She never was able to take one foot of her soil 
or one of her people beyond the jurisdiction 
of the nation. The people constitute the State 
in the just sense, and it has been always our 
duty to protect them, and this I now propose 
to do. 

I return to the point that what is proposed 


| pomattox. 


| unquestionably, beyond all doubt. 


afterward by a repetition; then again, in the 
time of Charles 1, by another repetition, and 
then again at the revolution of 1688 by atill 
another repetition. But did anybody at either 
of those great epochs say that the repetition 
was needless because all contained in M Avie 
Charta? True, it was all there; but the re; 
etition was needed in order to press it home 
upon the knowledge and the conscience of the 
people. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
me? 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Is not the great distine- 
tion in this fact, that Engiand has no written 
constitution ; that the great charter is a mere 
act of Parliament which may be repealed to- 
morrow? With us we have a written Consti- 
tution ; and when its terms and provisions are 
once clear do we not weaken, do we not show 
our lack of faith, that is our lack of confidence 
in the value of the provisions by reénacting it in 
the form of a statute? 

Mr. SUMNER. I must say I cannot follow 
my friend to that conclusion, nor do I see the 
difference he makes between Magna Charta 
in England and our Constitution. I believe 
they are very much alike, and I believe that 
the time is at hand when another document of 
our history will stand side by side with the Con 
stitution and enjoy with it coequal authority, as 
it has more than the renown of the Constitution. 
I mean the Declaration of Independence. This 
is the first constitution of our history. It is 
our first Magna Charta. Nor cananyState de 
part from it, nor can this nation depart from 
it. ‘Toallthe promises and the pledges of that 
great declaration are we all pledged, whether 
as nation or as State. The nation when it 
bends before them exalts itself, and when it 
requires their performance of a State again 
exalts itself and exalts the State also. 

So I see it. Full well, sir, 1 know that in 
other days when slavery prevailed in this 
Chamber there was a different rule of inter 
pretation ; but I had thought that our war had 
changed allthat. Sir, to my mind the greatest 
victory in that terrible conflict was not at Ap- 
Oh, no, by no means; nor was it 
in the triumphal march of Sherman. Oh, no, 
by no means. This greatest victory was the 
establishment of a new rule of interpretation 
by which the institutions of our country are 
dedicated forevermore to human rights, and 
the Declaration of Independence is made a 
living letter instead of a promise. cee 
That, sir, 


Will the Senator allow 


| was the greatest victory of our war—greater 


than any found on any field of blood—as a 


| victory of ideas is above any victory of the 


to prohibit by these fundamental conditions no || 


State can of right do. Therefore, to require 
that Virginia shall not do these things is no 


| infringement of anything that belongs to a 





State, for a State can have no such privilege. 
My friend made himself, I said, the advocate 
of privilege. He complained that if we im- 
posed these conditions we should impair the 
‘* privileges’ of a State.- Nosuchthing. The 
State can have no such thing. 
would not curtail a State of its fair propor- 
tions. When willit beapparent that the license 
to do wrong is only a barbarism? 


The Senator | 


| however, the fifteenth amendment doe 


| sword; as the establishment of human rights 


is the end and consummation of government, 
without which government is hard to bear, if 
not a sham. 

Mr. SAWYER. I desire to ask the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts a question before he 
takes his seat. I suppose that if the fifteenth 
amendment should become a part of the Con- 
stitution this clause in the joint resolution be- 
fore the Senate would be of no consequence. 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator to under- 
stand that I admit no such thing. The Sen- 
ator may admit it; I do not. 

Mr. SAWYER. I take it that if the fif- 
teenth amendment becomes a part of the Con- 
stitution it will prevent the State of Virginia 
or any other State from doing what it is desired 
by this amendment to prohibit being done. If, 


not 


| become a part of the Constitution, I want 


Then, again, the Senator says, ifthisisalready || 
forbidden why repeat the prohibition in the 


form of a new condition? Why, sir, my friend 
is too well read ina the history of liberty and of 
its struggics to make that inquiry seriously. 
Does he not remember how in English history 
liberty has been won by just such repetitions ? 


‘now whether in case the State of Virginia 
should do what is proposed to be prohibited 
by the amendment now before the Senate, and 


‘ 


the State of Maine should do precisely the 


r oat . ey ee 
same thing, the Congress of the United Stats 
would apply any different rule to the State o 
Maine from what they would apply to the State 


of Virginia, or apy different rule of action to 
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the State of Virginia from that which they 
would apply to the State of Maine? 

If the adoption of this amendment is not to 
put the Government of the United States in 
any different aspect toward Virginia from that 
which it would hold toward the State of Maine 
orany other State which has not been in rebel- 
lion, | ask to what purpose is it sought to insert 
it in this joint resolution; whether we shall not 
have precisely the same power over the whole 
subject without this amendment attached to this 
joint resolution as we shall if it be attached to 
the resolution? Now | would ask the distin- 
guished Senator from Massachusetts to satisfy 
the minds of some Senators who doubt upon 
that point. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. President, if the fifteenth 
amendment was already adopted I should go 
then to Virginia to-night, and I should claim 
that by the fifteenth amendment, the fourteenth 


amendment, and the thirteenth amendment she | 
was bound by the Constitution to do all and | 
everything that is contained in the condition | 


involved in the proposition of the Senator from 
Missouri. But so far as that is concerned, the 
thirteenth amendment is adopted, the four- 
teenth amendment is adopted, and to all intents 
and purposes, so far as Virginia is concerned, 
she has done her part in the adoption of the 
fifteenth amendment also. 

Now, I feel as confident that the fifteenth 
amendment will become a part of the Con- 


stitution in @ very short time as a man can be | 
in regard to any future event; but suppose it | 
Then the Senator || 
from Missouri would have us have on record a | 
condition which if violated would show the bad | 
Sir, we already | 
have her on record in favor of the fifteenth | 
amendment, and if she should violate that she | 


should fail, then what? 
faith of the State of Virginia. 


is just as much condemned for unfairness as 
she could be if she were to violate the con- 
ditions prescribed by the amendment of the 
Senator from Missouri. She never can stand 
vindicated if she goes back upon that record any 
more than she could stand vindicated if she 
went back upon the record 
adoption of the amendment of the Senator 
from Missouri. Whatever, therefore, is neces- 


sary to be done in order to bind the honor of | 


the State of Virginia has already been done ; 


and if that will not hold her to her fealty to the | 


Constitution of the United States, 1 want to 
know whether she would feel under more obliga- 


tions to obey the law of Congress than she | 
would the constitutional amendments of the | 


Constitution of the United States. 


So far as these conditions are concerned, I | 
come from a State that was admitted with a 


condition-precedent, but there was no penalty 
attached to the yiolation of that principle in 
case it should be violated, and consequently 


when the question arose on the original proposi- | 
tion of the Senator from Missouri | voted | 
against that proposition from the fact that it | 
undertook to impose a penalty which was not | 


attempted to be imposed upon the State of 
Nebraska. 
Predicating my argument upon the adoption 


of the fifteenth amendment, 1 think I can see | 


where Virginia would be dealt with under the 


Constitution for violating the principle of the | 


fifteenth amendment. When she shall have 
gone back upon that proposition, when der 
members to the Llouse of Representatives shall 


go there, a portion of the citizens of Virginia | 
by law having been excluded from the privilege | 


of voting, then the House of Representatives, 
being the judge of the qualification of its own 
members, would not allow one of those mem- 
bers thus elected to take the oath of oflice or 
to become a member, and not the State would 
be remanded back, but the constituency that 


had violated a provision of the Constitution ijn | 


Phere is where the House of 
ltepresentatives would deal with the refractory 
State, and not undertake to remand the State 
back, butremand back to his constituents every 
member that had been elected in violation of 
’ 


his election. 








made by the | 
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the Constitution of the United States. And, 
sir, under the same state of things, when under 
like circumstances a Senator should present 
himself here and it should be ascertained that 
the Legislature of Virginia that elected him 
had members in that body in violation of the 
principles of the amendments of the Constitu- 
tion, he would be held at arms’ length in this 
Chamber until a properly chosen Legislature 
of the State of Virginia should elect and send 
here a Senator in obedience to the Constitu- 


tion of the United States. And thus would the | 


punishment fall upon her first, in preventing 


the admission of her members in the House | 
and her Senators elected in violation of the | 


principles of the Constitution ; not a punish- 
ment intlicted upon the whole State at once 
and entire by remanding her back to the con- 
dition in which she stands to-night. 


When the State of Nebraska came here for | 
admission she came here without your en- | 


abling act, she came here with a constitution 
that was formed by her Legislature without 
any of your authority; and yet you cured all 
defects and admitted the State. Virginia comes 
here to-night, having complied with the law 
which you gave her, as certified by the com- 
mander you sent to enforce it, as indicated by 
the message of the President of the United 
States; and I therefore do not feel inclined to 
go back of these facts this night for the pur- 
pose of imposing conditions which I feel add 
no strength to the Constitution and can cure 
no defects in that instrument, and cannot make 
up for the probabilities of the loss of the fif- 
teenth amendment. 


All my tendencies are to go as faras the fur- | 


thest in restraint and in eternal punishment 
for refractory rebel States; and it was my de- 


sire, therefore, to be able to come to such a | 


conclusion in regard to the proposition origin- 


ally before the State as that I might vote for it | 
1 could not come to | 


heartily and willingly. 
that conclusion, and | voted against the first ; 
and deeming that this adds no strength what- 


| ever to the case, I do not suppose, unless a 
change of mind very suddenly comes over me, | 
that 1 shall be able to vote for this amendment. | 
Mr. President, | under- | 


Mr. HOWARD. 
stood the honorable Sevator from Wisconsin 
{Mr. Canrenrer] to state that he had no doubt 
of the power of Congress, even should this 
condition not be annexed to the act of admis- 
sion, to pass remedial legislation with the view 
of correcting the evils which are contemplated 
by the amendment. He did not state from 
what source he drew this authority. I should 
like to have him point out more particularly 
where he finds the authority of Congress to 
legislate on that subject, if he will have the 
goodness to do so. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
prebends the remark which I made. I said 
nothing whatever with regard to the particular 
subject which he now calis me to account for. 
I did say that it was the duty of the United 
States to compel every State of this Union to 
perform its duty as a State, and that the United 
States had full power to do so. 

Mr, HOWARD. 
ator understand by the duty of a State in this 
regard, and in what way is he going to apply 
the power of the United States to compel a 
State to perform that duty? 

Mr. CARPENTER. I should have to write 
an essay of a considerable number of pages in 
order to answer the question. I will do itand 
hand it to the Senator as soon as it can bedone. 
{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. HOWARD. I am very much obliged 
to the Senator, but I fear my other occupa- 
tions will be so numerous that I shall not be 
able to read his essay. [ Laughter. ] 

I merely wish to say, Mr. President, that in 


_ voting for this fundamental condition I do it 
| with some hesitation, for I do not feel per- 


feetly clear that Congress has authority, in re- 
spect to the particular subject-matter embraced 
in this amendment, to legislate upon it. The 








The Senator misap- | 


Well, what does the Sen- | 





January 14. 


subject-matter of this amendment is the pow 
of a State to prescribe the qualitications os 
voters. Thatisthe whole subject. It emlrac. 
no other subject whatever. If the Siesees 
will have the goodness it again, as it is aon 
short, I shall be very much obliged to him 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 'The amendmen: 


ru 
iy 


| will be reported. 


The amendment was read, as follows: 


Provided further, That the State of Virginia js 
admitted to representation in Congress as one of th. 
States of the Union upon the following fundamen. 
condition: that the constitution of Virginia sh) 
never be so amended or changed as to deprive on 
citizen or class of citizens of the United State... 
the right to vote who are entitled to vote by the o, 

stitution herein recognized, except as a punishme, 
for such crimes as are now felonies at common jay. 


whereof they shall have been duly convie(ed under * 


laws equally applicable to all the inhabitants of < 
States: Provided, That any alteration of said cons; 
tution prospective in its effects may be made in ro. 
guard to the time and place of residence of voters. 


Mr. HOWARD. It will be seen, Mr, Pre. 


ident, that the object of the amendment jg ,, 


| perpetuate the unqualified, impartial rigit 
| voting in Virginiaas it now exists under the coy. 


stitution which the people of that State hayo 


| recently ratified by their votes. Such isthe grea: 


object of the amendment. I should be very gla) 
if the people of Virginia never attempt to make 
any alteration; but should they make the at- 
tempt, it is easy to see that the question at once 
becomes a judicial question to be settled by the 
courts. Suppose the State of Virginia should 
enact a statute or should alter its constitution 
so as to prohibit the colored people within the 
limits of that State from voting, and suppose 
the colored people should come to the polls 
and offer to vote and be excluded by the judges 
of election upon the ground of such a local 
statute or such a clause of the constitution of 
the State. Then a right of action would ac 
crue to a person thus excluded against the 
judges of election, and that would present 4 
question purely judicial, to be settled by the 
courts of the State. As I remarked before, | 
am not aware that the courts of the United 
States or the State courts have ever decide: 
upon the validity of such a condition, or upon 
any condition embraced in a statute admitting 
a new State which in its nature is subsequent 


| to the admission de facto of a State into the 


Union. It is a mooted question, upon which 
different individuals may very fairly be allowed 
to entertain different opinions, What may be 
finally the decision I shall not undertake to 
predict. 

This, however, is not the question that was 
presented by the amendment offered by the 
honorable Senator from Missourithe other day. 
[ wish to state the difference. The amend: 
ment offered by the honorable Senator from 
Missouri the other day contemplated the ex- 
clusion of Virginia as a State of the Union in 
case she failed to perform the conditions which 
were mentioned in the amendment offered by 
him. It contemplated the expulsion of the 
State from the Union, and it was upon that 
idea that I took occasion to address the Sen- 
ate and to show the absolute impossibility, the 
illegality of attempting to enforce such a con- 
dition as to expel a State from the Union. 
That in its very nature is impossible, and a 
condition contemplating it is utterly inconsist- 
ent with the existence of a State in and of the 
Union, and is therefore, in my opinion, void, 
as that amendment would have been had we 
passed it. 

The amendment now before us is a different 
matter. It contemplates, not the expulsion 
of Virginia from the Union, has no relation to 
such an event, butis to be regarded in the light 
of a command given by Congress to the State 
of Virginia prohibiting her from so altering her 
constitution as to exclude any portion of the 
voters who are now allowed the right of fran- 
chise in that State. It does not contemplate 
the exclusion of Virginia from the Union in 
case she so alters her constitution, so that this 
amendment is clear of the objection which | 
raised to the other, 
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4s I remarked before, I shall vote for this 
-ondment in order to trythe experiment. I | 
ak the time has come when we ought to un- 
stand what the rights of Congress are upon 
<< subject and what the rights of the States | 
and [am willing to bring the question thus 
fairly aud squarely before the country and ul- 
‘imately, if practicable, before the courts. At 
the same time I look upon the amendment as 
a warning, 48 an admonition to \ irginia not to 
make any discrimination hereafter in the right 
of suffrage between the white and black races 
in that State. At all event it will stand out as 
an admonition to the people of that State not 
to attempt to ostracize the colored population, | 
and go far forth I trust it will operate as some 
protection to the eolored race. | 

Mr. SCHURZ. Mr. President, it is with | 
come reluctance that I enter into this debate. 
When | became a member of the Senate I 
formed the intention not to take part in any 
discussion upon the subject of reconstruction, 
but to leave that matter to those, my seniors, 
whohad four years of experience of it. This de- 
hate, however, has gone beyond the ordinary 
range. At times it assumed a rather passion- 
ate character. We have heard criminations 
and recriminations passing to and fro. Some 
Senators took it upon themselves to throw sus- 
picion upon the soundness of the Republicanism 
of other Senators who did not happen to agree 
withthem. Under these circumstances I think 
it may be appropriate for a Senator who has 
no long legislative record to incumber him.to 
nut in a word to advantage. 

It would be well for the Republican mem- 
bers of this body to remember that the ends 
we wish to attain are, after all, the same; that 
the anxiety which we feel to attain them is the 
same also with all of us. As to the means, 
differences of opinion may legitimately exist, 
but we should discuss them without impugning 
the motives of any one. The question before 
us is one of practical statesmanship. 

[ am ready to confess that I do not partici- 
pate in the feelings of those who have pressed 
he passage of this bill with so much haste. 
li, was my impression that Virginia, having 
gone out of the Union, as the saying is, of her 
own volition, having fought against the integ- 
rity of this Government, having stood out so 
many years, might now stay out just a few 
days longer without any serious detriment to 
herself and without any danger to the welfare 
of this Republic. On the other hand, I neither 
sympathize with those who want to put off the 
admission of Virginia to an indefinite time, 
unless it be shown that it isabsolutely necessary 
for the safety of her people to keep Virginia 
out of participation in the government of her 
own and our common concerns. 

| have been sitting here for three days at the 
feet of the great lawyers of this body listening 
\o what they said, and I have obtained much 
useful instruction. But it appeared to me that 
while they were so arduously discussing the 

question what measure of power we could em- 
ploy against the late rebel States, they were 
rather apt to lose sight of that equally, and per- 
haps more, important question, what measure | 
of power we ought to employ against them. 
Permit me to take a wider view of this case 
than that to which this discussion seems at | 
present confined. 

In the beginning of reconstruction the altern- 
ative presented itself to ug whether we would 
keep the rebel States under military govern- 
ment until another generation should have 
grown up untainted bythe spirit of slavery, not 
animated by those tierce passions which had | 
been engendered by the war, a generation that, 
in One word, might have heen ex pected to enter 
into the new order of things with readiness; or 
to take our chances with the present generation 
28 It 18 In reinstating itin its political rights and 
in the participation in the government of their 
own affairs in as safe a manner as it could be 


cone 


ore, 








nv . . . . | 
rhe first policy—that of keeping the South || 


| the most sanguine of us. 
| to suppose that the Democratic party, which 


|| defeat that amendment. 
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| under military control, or, as some will have it, 


under territorial control, under the immediate 
supervision of the General Government—might, 
perhaps, as to its practical aspects, have been 
the best one; but it was very questionable 
whether if we had attempted to carry out that 


| line of policy we should have been sustained 


by the great loyal people of the North; and 
whether it might not one day have happened 
that the people of the North, being opposed to 
the policy of military rule, which is so little in 


accord with the accepted principles of repub- | 


lican government, would sweep the Republican 


| party from power and throw the whole work 


of reconstruction into utter chaos and confusion. 
Under such circumstances I couceive that the 
other policy which was adopted, and which by 
some has been contemptuously called the tink- 
ering policy, a policy dictated by necessities as 
they gradually became evident, was, after all, 
probably the wisest. Whether this was so or 
not, at any rate every one will acknowledge 
that it is now too late for a radical change of 
policy. We have entered upon that course in 
which the people of the rebel States were to be 
one after another intrusted with the manage- 
ment of their own affairs, with such restrictions 
as we saw fit to impose upon them for the pur- 
pose of guarding the rights and liberties of the 
people. 

I conceive that the real aim and end of re- 
construction was and is to put the rebel States 


| in such condition that they can exercise that 


constitutional measure of self- government 
which belongs to the other States without seri- 


| ous danger to the great and beneficent results 
| of our civil war. ‘lwo things were to be done to 


secure that end. In the first place, we had to 
protect those results from danger, by constitu- 
tional amendments and by laws; and in the 
second place—and I wish to call the attention 
of the Senate to this point with especial ur- 
gency—we had to prepare the people of the 
late rebel States for identifying themselves 
with the new order of things. It is evident 


that we can rely with absolute assurance only | 


upon those constitutional amendments and 
guarantees which are already irreversibly 
established, or whose adoption is secured 
beyond any danger and peradventure. ‘The 
fifteenth is to complete that series of amend- 
ments which are to surround the rights and 
liberties of the citizens in the southern States, 
as well as throughout the whole extent of the 
tepublic, with an impregnable bulwark. The 
question which presses most heavily upon our 
minds is this: is the fifteenth amendment, 
which is to crown the arch, which is to com- 
plete the system of constitutional guarantees, 
really safe beyond any peradventure? Some 
seem to think that it is, others that it is not. 
I will admit that there is some evidence of a 
conspiracy against it. We have received news 
from Georgia which is well apt to alarm even 
We have some reason 


although in a minority in this country is by no 
means without power, and if without physical 
power is by no means without moral influence, 
will attempt everything that it possibly can to 
But of that more 
presently. 

As to the second thing which I spoke of as 


| being necessary to be done, the people of the 


rebel States may be divided into three classes: 
first, those who are still full of the old rebel 


| spirit; secondly, those who, although lately 


rebels, are ready to cut loose from the past 
and identify themselves with the new order of 
things; and thirdly, those who always were 
and are now loyal people. If we want to 
make self-government a harmless weapon in 


| the hands of the people of the southern States, 

then—and here I claim the attention of the 
| Senate for what I am going to say—then good 
| policy absolutely dictates that the number of 
| loyal men in the South be, by every possible 


means strengthened from the number of the 
second class | have mentioned ; that is to say, 


from that class who, although lately rebels, 
show now an inclination to accept the new 
order of things and to identify themselves with 
it; and in order to accomplish that, those peo- 
ole must not only be prevented from doing what 
1s wrong, but they must also be encouraged in 
doing that which is right. 

Let us now castalook at the case of Virginia. 
The people of that State have practically done 
all that we asked of them. It is true the so- 
called Radical Republican party in the State 
of Virginia was defeated ; but there is not one 
Senator on this floor who can deny that those 
who were successful have at least so far done 
all that could possibly have been done by those 
who were defeated. Nowthese people ask for 
admission. If they did what they hove done 
in good faith, then I think we have every reason 
to congratulate ourselves upon the result. Nay, 
I am going further, and even at the risk of 


| being counted among those whose Republican- 


ism is suspected, am ready to assért that if the 
people of Virginia did in good faith what they 
have done, then we have even more reason 
to congratulate ourselves upon the result than 


| if the State were at this moment controlled 


by the Radical Republican party ; why? Sim 
ply because it would be one of the most hope 
ful signs of the times that we have yet met 
with. It would indicate that not only those who 
during the war were all the time loyal, but 
even those who during the war carried arms 
against us, those who fought against the au- 
thority of the Government, those whom we 
were accustomed to look upon as our enemies, 
are ready now to cast out from their minds their 
old animosities, to take hold of the good work 
and to step into our ranks, marching with us to 
the great goal which we desire to attain, equal 
rights,universal liberty, peace and good will for 
all the children of the American Republic. 

It is said that they did not act in good faith. 
Sir, I am loath to believe that. On the other 
hand, I am not sure that there are not some 
who may have had a secret inclination in 
that direction, who may have done what they 
did do believing that they might be permitted 
to abuse the power thus to be obtained, While 
I do not believe, while I cannot make myself 
believe that the Legislature of Virginia which 
ratified the constitutional amendment, which 
held ont all those fair promises, were such 
downright villains as to act with the distinct 
purpose of deceiving us afterward, yet I will 
admit that we as Senators who have to take 
care of the great future of this Republic are not 
permitted to treat these matters lightly. We 
may remember that there is, to allappearances, 
a Democratic conspiracy going on against the 
fifteenth amendment. We may remember that 
although the Legislature of Virginia may have 
been inspired by good intentions and by good 
purposes, yet that they may not be altogether 
beyond the reach of Democratic influences. 
We may remember that the Democratic party, 
under pretense of being the friends of the 
South, have led them from crime into crime, 
from deception into deception, from disaster 
into disaster. We may suspect that this nefa- 
rious power of the Democratic party is not en- 
tirely spent. It is possible that the Democrats 
will try Virginia as they are evidently now 
trying Georgia. 

Wise men will not forget that under tempt- 
ing circumstances there are two things that are 
apt to seduce men into that which is wrong. 
One is a foolish, blind, over-confidence which 
furnishes opportunity for crime under certain 
assurance of impunity, and the other is an un 
reasonable distrust throwing suspicion upon 
every one, even without just cause or reason. 
You all know that many a man has been made 
a villain by always being taken for and called 
a villain. It seems to me that in settling the 
question of the admission of Virginia we have 
to avoid both these extremes. I at least con 
sider it my duty to fall into neither one nor the 
other of these errors. 

I am not one of those who say that having 
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passed a certain act of reconstruction, baving | 


prescribed certain conditions, and having 
spoken of the admission of the State after those 
conditions should have been fulfilled, we are 
now absolutely bound by plighted faith. To be 
sure I have not that recollection of four years 
legislation in the work of reconstruction that 
other Senators, my seniors on this floor, have. 
[ have voted for one reconstruction act, the one 


providing forthereconstruction of Virginia, Mis- | 


sissippi, and Texas ; and for another providing 
for the reconstruction of Georgia. I will openly 
confess that it was not my understanding that 
as soon as the prescriptions contained in those 
acts were fulfilled we then at once, without any 


further looking at them, would be absolutely | 


bound to admit those States. My understand- 
ing was that when those conditions should have 
been fulfilled, as the act states in terms, we 
would then review the case, and if we saw it was 


reasonably safe to admit those States, doit. I | 


am, therefore, by no means hampered in this 
way. 

‘There have been various fundamental condi- 
tions submitted here to-day. One of them was 


proposed by my colleague from Missouri, pro- | 


viding that if the Legislature of Virginia should 
attempt to rescind the ratification of the fif- 
teenth amendment, then her Senators and Rep- 
resentatives should be ejected from these Halls. 
| voted against it. I did so because it is at least 
a doubtful power which was asserted in that 
fundamental condition, and also because it ad- 
mitted, by implication, a right on the part of 
that State which to my mind is no less doubtful. 

Another fundamental condition was brought 
forward by my colleague which, as I am in- 
formed, during an accidental absence of mine 
was voted down. I must confess that I am 
somewhat sorry for that. 1 would have voted 


for it, because it wasin exact line with funda- | 


mental conditions that had been attached to 
those acts by which other States had been ad- 
mitted, because it did not violate in any way 
those notions which most of us, at any rate, 
have of the powers of Congress, and because I 
considered it a legitimate and proper precau- 
tion. 

But I understand that a similar amendment 
has been offered with one of the main provis- 
ions of the fundamental condition first offered 
left out. I mean that provision which touched 
the point, for the violation of which we had to 
take the reconstruction of Georgia in hand 
again; the provision that the colored people 
should have the right to hold office. It seems 


to me, after that provision has been left out, | 


that the remainder of that fundamental condi- 
tion is rather worse than nothing, and I will 
give my colleague from Missouri my reasons. 
Hlad we adopted the whole fundamental con- 


dition, covering the whole ground, then the | 


people of Virginia would have understood 
clearly what we meant, and to what extent we 
meant it; but having left out of that funda- 


mental condition one of its most important | 
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be contradicted by the accepting of the muti- 
lated one. I say, therefore, 1 would rather 
pass the bill without any fundamental condi- 
tion than with an incomplete one liable to 
mischievous interpretation. 

The Senator from Indiana [Mr. Morton] 
has given notice of his intention to introduce 
a preamble to this resolution, which in my 
opinion covers the whole ground as to the fif- 
teenth amendment. Although that preamble 
is not yet before the Senate, may I ask the Sec- 
retary to read it? 

The Secretary read the proposed preamble, 


_ as follows: 


Whereas the people of Virginia have framed and 
adopted a constitution of State government which 


| is republican; and whereas the Legislature of Vir- 


ginia, elected under said constitution and in pursu- 
ance of the reconstruction acts of Congress, have 
ratified the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States; and whereas 


| the performance of these several acts in good faith 


was a condition-precedent to the representation of 
the State in Congress: Therefore. 


Mr. SCHURZ. Now, Mr. President, it 


|, seems to me that this preamble covers substan- 
_ tially the matter of the fifteenth amendment. 


| 
} 








points,ifwe now adoptthe mutilated proposition | 
it may be supposed that we really do require | 


the people of Virginia to conform to the con- 
dition as it stands, but that the people of Vir- 
gipia are completely at liberty to do beyond 
that whatever they please. Iam convinced that 
the first condition was voted down, not because 
the Senate did not believe in the rectitude of its 
provisions, not because the Senate would have 
slighted the assertion of the right of the negro 
to hold office, but because a majority of the 
Senate did not believe in the necessity of at- 
taching to this act fundamental conditions at 
all. Itnink Lam right in making this asser- 
tion. If I am not I will pause to be corrected. 
[After a pause.] It seems that what I have 
said is generally accepted as true. But if we 
do let this mutilated provision go out, then the 


people of Virginia will have the right to in- 
terpret it as they please; it will no longer ap- | 


| | 


pear that we did reject the other for the reason 
that we did not consider any fundamental con- 
ditions atall necessary, for that assertion would 


I will not say that this or that verbal altera- 


| tion may not be desirable; but the spirit of 


this preamble speaks for itself. It states that 


_upon the ground of their having fulfilled the 


conditions which we imposed upon them in 


| good faith we are ready to admit the State of 


| time it tells the people of 





Virginia. itclearly indicates that if they should 
attempt afterward to undo what they have done 
we reserve to ourselves the power to use all 
those remedies which the Constitution puts in 
our hands. This, it seems to me, is notice 
enough to the people of Virginia. It shows 
them that we are not asleep, but at the same 
irginia, ‘*‘ We do 
not express any distrust in your intentions ; 
we declare here that you have done what you 


| did do in perfect good faith; we want to treat 
| you like gentlemen, as we want to be treated 


like gentlemen by you.’’ We tell them that 
we do not expect them to commit the mean- 
ness of a fraud, and at the same time that we 
are fully aware that if such a thing should hap- 
pen against our expectation we have the power 
and the will to redress the wrong which mis- 
chievous men may attempt to perpetrate against 
the people. 

I am glad that the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. Epmunps] was 
adopted, becausea decent respect for the laws 
which Congress has passed would seem to re- 
quire that the disqualifications imposed by the 
fourteenth amendment should not be entirely 
disregarded. Whether those disqualifications 
can long be maintained or not I am not here to 
investigate. I am inclined to think that they 
cannot; but they exist at present, and as long 
as they do exist we have not only the right but 
it is evidently our duty that we should as law- 
givers pay respect to them. 

Further, Mr. President, I would not go. I 
am compelled to say that I cannot follow the 
lead of my distinguished friend from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Sumner,] from whom I never 
dissent without regret, in basing obstructions 
to the readmission of the State of Virginia upon 
the ground that the election was fraudulent, or 
that the test-oath of 1862 should be imposed 
upon the members of the Virginia Legislature. 
It the election was fraudulent, if we had any 
satisfactory evidence of that, then what are 
we legislating for? Then our duty seems to 
me entirely clear; there is then no alterna- 
tive for us; then we must not say we will, 
upon the ground of that election, admit the 
State of Virginia upon this or that condi- 
tion after the application of the test-oath of 
1862, but it is then our solemn Juty, our only 
duty, to set that fraudulent election aside ; 


| nothing more and nothing less. 


Mr. SUMNER. Will my friend allow me 
to remind him that the Senate has refused to 
hear evidence on the subject? Loyal people 
have come up here and knocked at the door of 
the Judiciary Committee and found it locked. 


aes tm a a SSS 


1 a 


A memorial has been presented to the Senat 

setting forth outrages in the State and showin, 
| fraud and disloyalty, and that memorial ne 
| been met by sneers. That is the position o¢ 
| the case. oe 

Mr.SCHURZ. Will my distinguished fyi... 
from Massachusetts permit me to reply the: 
if he himself believed the allegations of — 
men, then it was his duty to introduce q };) 
to set the fraudulent election aside, and no: ,,, 
apply the test-oath to the Legislature so elected, 
leaving that Legislature in existence. 

Mr. SUMNER. My friend must pardon ». 
if I differ from him ag to the means. Thetrye 
way was for the Senate to hear the case, ‘,, 
whole measure has been pushed precisely ~ 
other measures at other times under the j,.) 
of slavery have been pushed, and no opp a 
tunity has been given to know the truth, |}, 
is the melancholy fact in this case. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Mr. President, a great many 
months have passed since the election in \;,. 
ginia took place. The opinion of a very dis. 
tinguished authority, which the Senator fro 
Massachusetts not only recognizes but pro 
duced in this body as an authority in this case 
superior to all others, has been heard poy 
the subject; I mean the authority of Genera! 
Canby. His testimony as to the election jy 
Virginia is upon record ; he tells us that there 
may have been here and there some local irreg 
ularities, but that in his opinion there have 
been no more irregularities there than in the 
elections of other States. 

Will the Senator from Massachusetts permit 
me to call his attention to another case? Does 
he not know that at the present moment the 
Conservatives of Texas are coming up here 
asserting exactly the same thing on their part 
that is asserted with regard to the election in 
| Virginia; that Jack Hamilton and his follow. 
ers are pretending that the election in Texas 
was carried by the machinery of the military 
| power; and that upon exactly the same ground 
| that election must be set aside upon which 
| the Senator desires that the election in Vir. 
ginia should be set aside? 

Besides, we have been discussing this meas: 
ure for three or four days; we have heard a 
memorial read in this Hall from Virginia loyal- 
ists who made this and that assertion. May 
it not be supposed that if they were really sv 
profoundly convinced that the election was 
fraudulent, that the election had been carried 
by violence, they would have used those four 
or five months to put the evidence they them. 
selves could have collected in the hands of 
some of their friends in the Senate, and thus 
defeat the statements made by General Canby’ 
Mr. President, this hearsay evidence with re- 
gard to fraud and violence in elections is a 
two-edged sword. If we admit it in the case 
of Virginia I do not, upon my soul, see how we 
can reject it in the case of Texas. If we go 
into that business I humbly submit that there 
will be no end of it. 

But I say again—and I cannot let the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts escape upon that poin! 
so easily—if it was really his opinion that the 
election was fraudulent, that the election hai 
been controlled by violence, then it was not 
only his right, but holding the opinions he does 
his manifest duty, to bring in a bill here to set 
that election aside, and during the discussion 
of that bill to force the Senate to take the ev! 
dence which it might have been possible to 
adduce. Nothing of the kind was done. 

As to the test-oath, as far aa I am aware the 
oath of 1862 has ‘not been administered to the 
members of any of the reconstructed Legisla- 
tures so far. If I am incorrect in this, 1 may 
| easily be corrected. But suppose we adop! 
that policy, what would it lead to in the case 
'of Virginia? The bill of the Senator from 
| Massachusetts, as far as I know—and I may 
say that by way of illustration, although that 
| bill is not up for discussion in the Senate to 
_ night—does not provide who shall fill the seats 
| of the legislators thus to be thrown out by the 
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lication of thetest-oath. In all probability 


ann) 
ob} } 


desires, as the memorialists demand, that 
‘hose who remained in the minority should fill 
ie seats of those who now claim them by right 


mi jority. 

Now let me call to the attention of the Senate 
‘his fact, a fact which unfortunately we have 
heen observing in @ great many of the recon- 
structed States: we certainly give all credit to 
the loyal people of those States; our sympa- 
thies are certainly with them; we want their 
protected ; we want them to exercise 
political power witbout let or hinder- 
ance; we want them to have all they can right- 
fully claim to have; but I respectfully submit 
shar in some of the reconstructed States many 
of the leaders of the Radical Republican party 
have not given us avery exalted idea of their 
political wisdom. Itis unfortunately true that 
‘) gsome,and perhaps evenin a good many 
of those States, disruptions of the Republican 
party have taken place, and in all probability 
n consequence of some gross mismanagement 
in the part of the Republican leaders them- 
eelyes. While 1 will not proceed to weigh whether 
those who by the application of the test-oath 
would be put into the seats of the Virginia 
Legislature would do a great deal better—pos- 
sibly they might—than those who might be 
ejected, yet it is certainly true that it is a very 
grave question whether it would be wise on 
our part to interrupt all that has been done, for 
the purpose of throwing the whole political 
power in that State in the hands of politicians 


‘ 
OL 


rights 


the ir 


who have disrupted the Republican party there, | 


and who, to repeat my own expression, have 
by no means given us a very exalted idea of 
their political wisdom. 

We heard that memorial read here the day 
before yesterday. I must confess, although 
some of the points in that memorial seemed 
entitled to consideration, yet there was a great 
deal of very small talk in that document, and 
I would very seriously hesitate before con- 
liding the most delicate task of a statesmanlike 
reconstruction in the great State of Virginia 
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have any expectation of gaining more by tak- 
ing them or by repelling them. Considering 
that the only way in which we can form a work- 
ing, codperative, loyal majority in such States 
as Virginia, is by drawing the whole number 
of those who are willing to join their fortunes 
to ours, from the rebel ranks into ours, would 
it be wise, when they come and knock at our 
doors, to say to them, ‘‘Go; we have nothing 
incommon with you?’’ We do not stand here 
to legislate for to-day or for to-morrow. We 


legislate for the great future of the American | 


people. We have to achieve that in common 
with a great many of those who in the late 
struggle of the rebellion stood against us, and 
we cannot afford to forget this. 

For these reasons I am sorry to say that I 
cannot go with my distinguished friend from 
Massachusetts in this matter. I repeat that it 
is not because of what is saidof plighted faith. 
{ do not understand it so. If 1 considered it 


| necessary for the salvation of our great cause 


| of Congress. 
| correct such evils. 


to the hands of the persons who stand there || 


as the authors of that memorial. I think it 
would require much persuasion to make me 

elect those very individuals for a work so dif: 
ficultand of such tremendous importance. Are 
we at liberty to forget that while some of the 
loyalists of Virginia come here pretending that 
nothing in the world can help them but the 
test-oath, another and a very respectable por- 
tion, in poiit of numbers at least if not also in 
point of character, of the Republican party of 
Virginia come here and urge and implore us to 
admit the State of Virginia as soon as it can 
possibly be done? Is not that equally true? 
Does not the defeated candidate for Governor 
knock at your doors and entreat you ‘‘ to admit 
the State without delay?’’ Are not other re- 
spectable Republicans of Virginia here saying 
the same thing? And when we come to weigh 
the testimony of these two fractions of the Re- 
publican party one against the other are you so 
sure to which of those two fractions you would 
give the preference? Certainly lamnot. Cer- 
tainly I shall be very slow to throw myself soul 
and body into the arms of those who the day 
before yesterday presented that memorial to 
this honorable body, and to disregard the advice 
of all others. 

But consider well what other effect the ap- 
plication of the test-oath and the disorganiza- 
tion of that Legislature would have upon the 
affairs of the State of Virginia. Jt would most 
certainly tend to throw a very large number of 
those late rebels, who have shown and demon- 
strated a willingness to join us and to identify 
themselves with the new order of things, back 
into the ranks of the rebel Democracy. Well- 
disposed men of that class would be discour- 
iged by our proceedings ; for people, however 

od their intentions may be, do not like by 
iny means to be told to their faces, time and 
again, ** You are scoundrels; go your way.’’ 
1 submit to this honorable body whether we 


I would not hesitate to pile new conditions up 
mountain high, for | owe my first duty to the 
great cause we serve, and my second duty only 
to the rebel States. But with me it is a very 
grave question whether we do not injure, and 
very seriously aud materially injure our great 
cause, to which | owe my first duty, by reck- 
lessly playing with the rebel States, to whom 
I acknowledge only the second. 

I, for my part, do not by any means indulge 
in the delusion that if we admit the State of Vir 
ginia there will be an end of all trouble there ; 
that there will be no more violence, no more 
breaking of laws; that there will be no more 
attempts to upset the new order of things. We 
shall, perhaps, in the course of events be obliged 
to go to the utmost verge of our constitutional 
powers to redress the attempts that may be 
made there; but I assert, sir, and | am sure 
all our friends here from the South will sup- 
port me in the assertion, that we cannot pre- 
vent those things by mere test-oaths and by acts 
Irhere will be time needed to 
We cannot do it by hold- 
ing on and confining ourselves to what my col- 
league called the ‘‘grip’’ policy, although | 
admit that to a certain point that grip policy 
has been doing very essential service. Ido 


‘not deny that there was a time when such 


things, restrictions, exclusions from the ballot- 
box, &c., were indispensable, and when they 


\| operated well; but I submit that the time is 


near when the ‘‘grip’’ policy, after having 
been an efficient expedient for some time, will 
become a curse in the natural development of 
southern affairs and in the regeneration of 
southern society. 

The system of disabilities which is part and 
parcel of that ‘‘ grip’’ policy will certainly fall, 


| whether you desire it or not, and think its fall 


is not very distant. I declare here my solemn 
conviction that as soon as the fifteenth amend- 
ment is passed, and every colored man in the 
United States isempowered by the Constitution 
to cast his vote at the ballot-box, the system 
of political disabilities will fall or it will drag 
down the party that attempts to maintain it. 
We have to look that fact in the face, and there 
is no escaping from it. Considering this, I 
ask you, since the late rebels will necessarily 
be an elementof strength inthe southern States, 
will it be prudent for us to artificially isolate 
the loyal people of the South by excluding 
from them, by driving away from them all the 
aid that they might obtain from the well dis- 
posed in the late rebel ranks? Wiil it be 
prudent for us that we should repel all those 
fair advances that are made on the part of late 
rebels? Will it be wise that we should day 
after day tell all those that are well intentioned, 
‘*You are scoundrels, and we will treat you as 
scoundrels whatever you may do and whatever 
you may be willing todo?’’ Is it wise to kindle 
new and bitter animosities in the breasts of 


| those who now seem to be upon the point of 


losing the old ones, and to do that just ata 
period of time wheu you caunot expect much 


_e 
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longer to withhold from them the power to 
act upon those new animosities ? 

I repeat, sir, we do not legislate only for 
to-day and for to-morrow; we legislate for 
great objects which reach beyond this hour and 
this single case ; and it appears to me the only 
wise policy that we can adupt is, while maintain 
ing an attitude—and I think such an attitude 
we do maintain—which plainly tells them that 
we will not permit ourselves to be trifled with by 
them, they will neither be trifled with by us, that 
we andl aoaanaaan every good impulse there 


| is in them, and that to those good impulses we 


should give as wide arange and as much power 
to act themselves out as we with safety can. Itis 
time to close up the quarrels of the past which 
divided us, ua to bring up before their eyes 
the great interests of the present and of the fu- 
ture which are to unite us. Certainly, sir, we do 
not render the loyal people in the South a ser- 
vice if we keep that question much longer alive 
which is always apt to stir up again and again 
the fires of fierce passion, but we shall render 
them a true service if we adopt such a policy 
as will be apt to lead all the well disposed of 
our late enemies into our ranks; as will make 
it manifest to their minds that this is their 
country just as well as it is ours ; that they have 
just as much interest in its welfare as we have; 
that the honor of the American Republic must 
be as dear to them as it is to us; that we have 
common blessings to enjoy; that we have a 
common future to achieve. There will be 
irreconcilables, there will be incorrigibles, no 
doubt; but there are also men among them, 
aud in my own State I know not a few, who 
will come to us as soon as we tell them ‘Come, 
and you will be welcome.”’ 

Mr. WARNER, Mr. President, I canvot 
let the occasion pass without saying that the 
views which have been so well and so ably 
stated by the Senator from Missouri who has 
just taken his seat [ Mr. Scuvurz] are the con 
clusions which are ripening in the minds of ali 
thoughtful Republicans of the South; and I 
will state here a fact in connection with the 
history of my own State. In our State consti 
tution there was a provision providing that a!! 
those who were disqualified from holding office 
by the fourteenth amendment should be dis 
franchised, should not have the right to vote 
but the friends of a liberal policy, looking to 
the growth of the sentiment which we now see, 
got a provision into the constitution that the 
Legislature might by a two-thirds vote remove 
that disfranchisement. At the first meeting of 
the Legislature under the new constitution, a 
Legislature which was nearly unanimously Ke- 
publican, that disfranchisement was removed, 
and I say here that to that fact we are indebted 
for our success in the presidential election. 
We carried the State of Alabama by a majority 
of about four thousand for General Grant for 
President. I am confident, as are most of the 
intelligent Republicans of my State, that but 
for that action we should have lost the State. 
Following the advantage thus gained in the 
campaign last summer for members of Con 


| gress, most of us, I for one, flung to the breeze 


the banner of universalamnesty. I said tothe 
people, ‘* We have faith in the principles of the 
Republican party ; I have faith that the people 
of the State of Alabama will recognize the wis- 
dom and the value of those principles to her 
prosperity and her future, and | am willing to 
trust those principles to the vote of the whole 
people ;’’ and we increased that majority of 
four thousand to eighteen thousand; and I make 
the prediction that upon the same broad, lib- 
eral policy we shall carry the State at our next 
general election by twenty-five or thirty thou 
sand majority. 
Now, then, as the Senator from Missouri 
has so well said, when men, coming trom 
whence they may, coming from the confeder 
ate ranks if so be, seek to join us we must 
take them by the hand in good faith, frankly 
and kindly. It is in this way that we shall 


break the ranks of the ‘‘ white the 


men Ol 
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South. I believe that to-day a majority of the 
white men of Alabama are friendly to the prin- 
ciples and the policy of the Repwhlican party. 
I believe that if all proscription and all fear 
were removed, and the same freedom of polit- 
ical opinion and action were enjoyed in Ala- 
bama that is enjoyed in Indiana or Minnesota, 
we could carry the State of Alabama by a ma- 
jority of the white voters of the State, and 
this policy of liberality has been one of the 
sources of our strength. I have just received 
a letter which is an illustration of this idea 
from an old college classmate of mine, written 
from this State of Virginia, from Richmond, in 
which he says: 

* Daring the late war I fought it out tothe end on 
the confederate line, and came out at the little end 
of the horn with wounds, and only life spared. 
Although Idid nothing to bring on the war and was 
oppoved toitin principle, yet, being commenced, I 
felt myself bound to fight it ont on my side as on a 
point of honor, But recognizing now freedom of 
opinion, freedom of thought, equality of right, and 
equality of race, [remain yours and insincere favor 
of congressional reconstruction and fully subscribing 
to all the results of the war.” 

Mr. President, when I meet that old class- 
mate of mine, although he was in the confed- 
erate army for four years, I will take him by 
the hand as a brother. 1 will not distrust the 
sincerity and the honesty of his declaration 
therein made. I will take him at his word, and 
he will keep it. 

We had atest here in the Senate upon the 
confirmation of General Longstreet. I have 
no doubt many of our friends thought honestly 
and sincerely that it was a dangerous act to 
recognize that great leading confederate gen- 
eral. Yet it was a wise act for the Govern- 
ment. Inthe narrow party sense it was a wise 
act, for everywhere we were enabled in the 
South to say tothe people, ‘* You say that Con- 
zress and the Republican party are proscrip- 
tive and bitter and oppressive; but here is an 
example of your leading confederate general 
whom they recognize and honor by an import- 
ant trustthe moment that he accepts the issues 
of the war and declares lis willingness to abide 


’ 


hy them.’ 

1 wish to saya single word further in regard 
to the power of Congress over these States. 
in asking the question | did of the Senator 
from Indiana | wanted to make this point: 
simply that these States when reconstructed 
were the equals of all other States, and that 
the Congress of the United States had no more 
power over them than it had over all the other 
States. I did not mean to deny, but on the 
contrary [ affirm, the power of Congress to 
deal with any State, be it Indiana or Alabama, 
which shall violate her duty, which shall go 
into rebellion. I say further that Congress, in 
the very nature of the case, must be the judge 
of what constitutes rebellion. As the Supreme 
Court have already decided that it belongs to 
Congress to decide what government is the 
rightful government in a State, so in the mat- 


ter of rebellion and reconstruction it is for the 


people of this country, represented in Con- 
gress, to decide when they shall interfere to 
protect the people of a State or to protect the 
Constitution of the United States, and also to 
decide what shall be the extent and the meas- 
ure of that interference. 

The doctrine of the resolutions of 1798 was 
that this Government was a compact, and that 
each State might, as a member of the partner- 
ship, decide when there was an infringement 
oft the compact, and also the mode and meas- 
ure of redress. The good Websterian repub- 
lican doctrine is that we are ohe people, and 
itis for the people of the country, for the nation, 
to decide when the Constitution is broken and 
when there is rebellion, and the Congress of 
the United States is the only body which ean 
determine that question. | think that power 
is clear, and that it1s one which never for a mo- 
ment should be doubted. We may need to 
assert it in various directions. The only point 
I wished to make by my question was that that 
power does not apply any more to the States 


| during this 


reconstructed than to the older States. 
not know that the reconstructing of a State 


gives any more power than the constructing of 
The first admission, the creation of 
a State, certainly is as ample a power as this | 


a State. 


process which we call reconstruction. 

Mr. CAMERON. 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. Scnurz] con- 
cluded a few minutes ago I attempted to get 
the floor only with the view of moving an ad- 
journment. We have been in session, with 
a brief period of intermission, since twelve 
o'clock at noon, now nearly ten hours—much 
longer than we ought to be in session. But | 
rise now, before submitting that motion, to say 
a few words. The Senator from Alabama [ Mr. 
Warner] made a remark or two that compel 


| me to say a word in reply. 


He spoke of the confirmation of General 
Longstreet as evidence of the wisdom of being 
liberal to people who have been opposed to us 
yar. I was opposed to the con- 
firmation of General Longstreet’s appointment 
and lam yet, and I tell that Senator that when 
his own election comes around again, after he 
shall have filled his term, he will find no liber- 
ality in the South toward him. We are liberal 
all the time to the people who endeavored to 
destroy this Government, but you will find no 
liberality on their part when we need it. 

Iam in favor of admitting Virginia, as I have 


come here under the regulations prescribed by 


the Constitution and laws, upon the most lib- 
| have voted under the lead of my | 


eral terms. 
respected friend from Massachusetts for all the 
amendments that have been offered to this bill, 
with a determination when all the amendments 
were voted down to vote for the plain proposi- 


| been in favor of admitting every State that has | 


tion brought in by the Judiciary Committee for | 
the admission of Virginia upon the principle I | 
have always pursued during my life, that when | 


you are going to do a favor—and [ think this is 
a favor to these people—you had better do it as 
gracefully as possible. Ido not believe they 


have any right to our magnanimity, and I know | 


the Senator from Alabama will receive no lib- 


erality from them when the time comes that he | 


shall need it. 
men here who are now representing the south- 
ern States. Ido not believe one man of them 
now in the Senate will be reélected to the place 
he occupies when the southern people have the 
full power of acting as they may please; and 
all that they may do now and all that they may 
say about liberality will not serve them in the 
hour and the moment of their need. 

Sir, we had better act in regard to the admis- 
sion of these States without reference at all to 
personal feelings. We had better treat them 
as they deserve to be treated, not harshly and 
perhaps not kindly, but justly and with regard 
to the future only. We should look to the 
question as statesmen; we should act for the 
benefit of our country alone, without regard to 
individuals representing States or to individual 
States. 

But, sir, I believe this is a question which 
requires a great deal more thought than we 
shall give to it to-night, and I move now, after 
ten o’clock on Friday night, that we adjourn 
till to-morrow morning at twelve o'clock. 

Several Senators. Say Monday. 

Mr. CAMERON. No; I think we had better 
give Saturday to it. 

Mr. FOWLER. I should like toask the hon- 
orable Senator from Pennsylvania one question 
before we adjourn. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Pennsylvania withdraw the motion to 
adjourn ? 

Mr. CAMERON. 
the Senator. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. If the motion to 
adjourn is pending it is not debatable. 

Mr. CAMERON. I can listen to the Sen- 
ator’s suggestion. If I am required to with- 


No: but I will listen to 


draw the motion, I do so for that purpose. 
Before we adjourn I should 


Mr. FOWLER. 


And so it is with all the gentle- | 


i 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


I do ] 


adopted. 


Mr. President, when the || 








January 14, 
like to know the opinion of the Senator Sine 
Pennsylvania as to what measures Ought aa 
I wish he would give us the bener: 
of his experience and wisdom, in which I kay 
the greatest confidence, on that subject, ™ 
Mr. CAMERON. If the Senator had Hic: 
ened to me he would have known that | aid 
that I wanted time to reflect, and I want him 
to have time to reflect; and therefore | »,.... 
that the Senate adjourn till to-morrow. 
Several Senators. Let us try an adjourn. 
ment to Monday first. 
Mr. CAMERON. Very well; to accommo. 
date gentlemen I move that we adjourn yy 
Monday. = 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator froy, 
Pennsylvania moves that when the Senate 
adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Monda 


I Move 


next. 
Mr. CONKLING. That is debatable, | 
believe. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. By the usage of 
the Senate a motion to adjourn over hag been 
regarded as debatable. 

Mr. CAMERON. Then I will not make 
that motion. 

The VICEPRESIDENT. TheSenator fro, 
Pennsylvania withdraws his motion. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I renew it. 

Mr. STEWART. What is the motion? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That when the 
Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 

Mr. STEWART. I hope we shall not take 
any action on the question of adjournment yet, 
It is entirely premature. : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why? 

Mr. STEWART. We want to dispose of 
this bill at some time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. This will not prevent 
your disposing of the bill. 

Mr. CAMERON. I will put my motion in 
a form that will not be debatable. I move that 
the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. SUMNER. No; let us adjourn until 
Monday. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair un- 
derstands the Senator from Pennsylvania to 
move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. CAMERON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STEWART. On that motion I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STOCKTON. Before the vote is taken 
I desire to say that I regret to state that | re- 
ceived a message, a few moments ago, that the 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tuurman] on leaving 
the Chamber this afternoon was taken quite 


| sick, and is so indisposed that he is unable to 


leave his room and come here to-night. 
‘The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 15, nays 37 ; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Brownlow, Cameron, 
Edmunds, Fowler, Harris, Howe, Morrill of Ver 
mont, Pomeroy, Pratt, Scott, Sumner, Thayer, ‘Tip- 
ton, and Wilson—15, 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Boreman, Buck 
ingham, Carpenter, Casserly, Cole, Conkling, Cor- 


| bett, Davis, Fenton, Ferry, Hamilton, Hamlin, Lar- 


lan, Howard. Kellogg, McCreery, MeDonald, Mor: 

of Maine, Morton, Norton, Nye, Ramsey, Robert- 
son, Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, Sherman, Stewart, Stock- 
ton, ‘lrumbuil, Vickers, Warner, Willey, Williams, 


and Yates—37. . 
ABSENT—Messrs. Cattell, Chandler, Cragin, 


Drake, Gilbert, Osborn, Patterson, Pool, Rice, Sauls- 
bury, Spencer, Sprague, and Thurman—13. 
So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


Mr. CAMERON. I move now that when 
the Senate does adjourn to-day it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. 

Mr. STEWART. I object to that motion, 
and raise a point of order upon it. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Nevada will state his point of order. 

Mr. STEWART. There is other business 
pending, and the motion cannot be made while 
other business is pending. The bill for the 
admission of Virginia is before the Senate. 

Mr. CAMERON. There is nothing in that 
point of order. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair 1s 
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.dyised that the ruling in the Senate has gen- 
z f ly beenthata motion to adjourn over, to fix 
time for future meeting unless to-morrow, 
+ be made while other business is before 
Senate. Thepresent Presiding Officer, how- 
-; compelled to say that in his opinion in 
rd to parliamentary law that decision is not 


eve! 

eegined by the authorities either in Great | 
D. tain or the United States. Hatsel and Grey 

+h lay down the doctrine that it is within the 

wer of a parliamentary body to consult its 
convenience as to its adjournment and as tothe 
' ae to which it shall adjourn, and the instances 
ass frequent in which the British Parliament 
have adjourned over while business has been 
nding, and where they have also adjourned 
-their meals. ‘The Chair consulted some 
authorities to-day and found that the decision 
was laid down in 5 Grey, in a long debate 
‘n regard to adjourning, that it was the right of 
the House of Commons toadjourn over the holi- 
days while business was pending, to adjourn 
till to-morrow, or to adjourn for eating and 
jrinking. 

Mr. STEWART. I call for the reading of 
the eleventh rule. I think that settles it. 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The eleventh 
rule will be read. 

lhe Chief Clerk read as follows: 

“711, When a question is under debate no motion 
shall be received but— 

‘To adjourn; 

To proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


e 


“Bo lay on the table; 

“To postpone indefinitely; _ 

‘lo postpone to a day certain ; 

“To commit; or 

“To amend ; . . 

‘Which several motions shall have precedence in 
the order they stand arranged; and motions to ad- 

surn, to proceed to the consideration of executive 
uisiness, and to lay on the table, shall be decided 
without debate; and motions to take up or proceed 
to the consideration of any question shall be determ- 
ined without debate upon the merits of the question 
proposed to be considered.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 
opinion that the rule read upon the demand 
of the Senator from Nevada only conforms to 

7 hens ‘ ; 
the decision of the Chair. A motion to fix a 
time for adjourning within the Constitution is 
of course an adjourning motion. A motion to 
adjourn simply would be till to-morrow; but 
by the Constitution of the United States, which 
is above all rules, either House has a right to 
adjourn for a period not exceeding three days. 
[his is, therefore, a motion to adjourn. How- 
ever, if the Senator from Nevada desires it, 
the Chair will submit the question to the Senate. 

Mr. STEWART. I shall not appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. This will, perhaps, have 
a future bearing upon the proceedings of the 
Senate, though it may not be very material to- 
night. During all my experience in theSenate 
[ have never understood that a motion that 
when the Senate adjourns it shall adjourn to a 
different day or a different time from that fixed 
by its rules could have been received when any 
other business was pending. I have known 
motions to be made to dispose of the pending 
business with a view to interpose this motion, 
that when the Senate adjourn it adjourn over 
to some other day. And the Chair will allow 
me to say that the precedents cited from Eng- 
land it does not seem to me are at all in point. 
It is undoubtedly competent for the British Par- 
liament to adjourn when any business is pend- 
ing. Ii is doubtless competent for this Senate 
to adjourn now, and it is doubtless competent 
for the Senate, ifit thinks proper, to entertain a 
motion that when the Senate adjourns it shall 
be to some future day, and under the Constitu- 
tion either House may adjourn for three days ; 
but that does not, in my opinion, touch the 
question of order when such a motion can be 
made. The eleventh ruleis positive ; no motion 
shall be received but those which are enumer- 
ated, andit names the very motions; and what 
are they ? 

_ The first is a motion to adjourn. Is a mo- 
ion that when the Senate adjourn it shall || 


adjourn to a particular time a motion to ad- 
journ? It does not adjourn the Senate; it is 
merely a motion fixing the time when the Sen- 
ate shall meet, is right in the teeth of the rule. 
The rule is positive that no motion can be 
received on the subject of adjournment but a 
motion to adjourn; and if this motion made 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania should pre- 
vail it would not adjourn the Senate; we might 
sit here until to-morrow -morning; it would 
only be fixing the time to which we should 
adjourn when we adjourned, which is a very 
diflerent thing from a motion to adjourn. To 
entertain such a motion now is directly at vari- 
ance with the practice of the Senate ever since 
I have been here. It will be an entire change 
of the rules of this body, and will enable a 
person at any time, whatever is pending, to 
change the time to which the Senate stands by 
its regular orders adjourned when an adjourn- 
ment takes place. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
Senate to do it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state in response to the Senator from Illinois, 
as he has stated as a Senator—which the pres- 
ent occupant of the chair has never been—that 
the uniform ruling has been the other way, 
that it is the pleasure of the Chair always to 
conform to the ruling of the Senate, although 
it may vary from his own opinion in regard to 
parliamentary law. ‘The Senator from Illinois 
having stated that this has been the uniform 
ruling of the Senate the Chair will regard itas 
the usage of the Senate and will change his 
decision. 

Mr. CAMERON. Allow me to say 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania will suspend. The Chair 
on points of order must first be heard by the 
usual parliamentary law ; and he desires to say 
in responce that he will conform his decision 
to the ruling which the Senator from Illinois 
says has been the uniform ruling of this body. 
In doing so, however, he must statéd that he 
entertained then erroneously the motion of the 
Senator from Nevada, this afternoon, that the 
Senate take a recess, for that was more incon- 
flict with the eleventh rule than is a motion 
relative to adjournment. 

Mr. STEWART. It was by unanimous con- 
sent. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It was not by 
unanimous consent; it was by a majority, and 
cbjections were made. ‘The Chair, however, 
on the suggestion of the Senator from Nevada, 
and upon the statement as to the uniform ruling 
of the Senate by the Senator from Illinois, will 
enforce the eleventh rule strictly hereafter, 
which will prohibit any motion for a recess as 
well as for adjourning over when other busi- 
ness is before the Senate, unless that pending 
business shall be postponed, or by unanimous 
consent be passed over. The Senate, there- 
fore, decides that the motion is not in order 
unless the Virginia bill shall be postponed. 

Mr. CAMERON. Now, if the President will 
allow me-—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish my friend from 
Pennsylvania would allow me a word in regard 
to the mode in which this is to be done, and in 
which I have often seen it done in the Senate. 

Mr. CAMERON. No: allow me to go on 
now, if you please. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well. 

Mr. CAMERON. I have been here many 
more years than the Senator from Illinois. 
The custom of the Senate is to adjourn when- 
ever they please [laughter;] we never have 
had any fixed rules. It has only been within 
the last year or two that we have talked about 
rules at all. This was supposed to be a meet- 


It will only enable the 


| ing of gentlemen who controlled their proceed- 


ings according to their own best judgment. 
The philosophy of it is this: this motion of 
mine decides that when we do adjourn we 
shall meet again on Monday ; it does not inter- 


| fere with the regular proceedings to-night. | 


We may sit here all night, and sit here to-mor- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


477 


row, and sit on Sunday; we may sit till Mon 
day, and this vote will not interfere with that 
at all. What harm does it do? 
interfere with your rules? 
There seemed to be a hiatus in our proceed 

ings. The question seemed to be given up 
after the speech of the Senator from Missouri. 
Then a motion was made to adjourn, and the 
vote was against it; and then this motion was 
made, that when we do adjourn we adjourn to 
meet again on Monday. It does not interfere 
with any of the proceedings of to-night or to- 
morrow or the nextday. To my mind it is 
perfectly logical and reasonable that this mo- 
tion should be put and carried, as the Presi- 
dent of the Senate decided. I know that when 
a& man so wise and so able and so respectable 
as the Senator from Illinois gets up here and 
gives his dictum most of us are willing t 
admit that it is correct. In ordinary matters 
[ would say he is always right; but I do not 


How does it 


| believe he is right in this case. 


Mr. NYE. 
{[ Laughter. ] 
Mr. CAMERON. No;I ean stay here as 
long as anybody else; but I know you will do 
no good by staying here to-night, and you will 


Because you want to adjourn. 


| not decide this to-night, and you will come back 


to-morrow, or perhaps Monday, and not have 
it decided then. What 1 want is to have time 
to reflect and to get the Senate to calmly re- 
view all their acts in regard to the subject, and 
vote wisely and coolly on Monday. It would 
be better for the country and a great deal 
better for the Senate. It would be much bet 


ter for Senators to go home to-night, and it 


would be better for the country that we should 
come back on Monday and vote on this ques- 
tion. I think the ruling of the President of 
the Senate was right, and I am very sorry that 
he should hesitate about carrying out his own 
ruling. No man ever gained by giving up his 
opinion to anybody. [ Laughter. | 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom 

llinois is an old Senator and chairman of the 
law committee of this body, and the Chair on 
a question of parliamentary usage is willing to 
deter to such authority, especially as he stated 
what the ruling had been uniformly. though, 
with the Senator from Pennsylvania, the Chair 
doubts its correctness. 

Mr. CAMERON. The Chair will allow me 
to say that I am an older Senator than the Sen- 
ator from Illinois. 

Mr. MORTON. Iam advised that there are 
two or three Senators who desire yet to speak 
on this question. I am satisfied that we can- 
not get through with it until a late hour, and I 
see no necessity for punishing ourselves by sit- 
ting up very late to-night. I move, therefore, 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let us adjourn over to 
Monday. 

Mr. MORTON. 

Mr. STEWART. 
osition—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator fror 
Indiana makes a motion to adjourn, which ix 
not debatable. 

Mr. MORTON. I withdraw it for a moment. 

Mr. STEWART. If there can be a general 
understanding that we shall commence taking 
the vote to-morrow at three o’clock. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I suggest to the Senator to 
make that proposition with regard to Monday, 
and it will meet universal acceptance. 

Several Senators. Yes; say Monday. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think as Virginia has 


No; let us adjourn now. 
I rise to make this prop 


_ kept herself out of the Union nine or ten years 


we can keep her out for two days without aay 
very great evil. 

Mr. STEWART. I suggest that we agree 
to vote at three o’ clock to-morrow. 

Mr. POMEROY. Say Monday, at three 
o'clock. If itis understood that we are to take 
the vote at three o’clock on Monday I will sub- 
mit a motion; and I desire to see if it is in 
order. I think I understand the rules of the 
Senate, and I want to see if the motion I pro- 
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pose will be regarded as in order. 


twelve o'clock. 
Mr. SUMNER. That is in order. 
Messrs. CONKLING and TRUMBULL. 
Oh, no, it is not. 
Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. President 
The \ ICh PRESIDEN i. 





I move that | 
the Senate do now adjourn till Monday next at 


Does the Sen- | 


ator from Ohio desire to speak with regard to | 


the pertinency of this motion? 
Mr. SHERMAN. 1 do, if I have the floor. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair would 
like to be advised in regard to it. He does not 


ate heretofore, 

Mr. SHERMAN. What is the motion? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Thatthe Senate 
do now adjourn till Monday, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope that will be with- 
drawn. 

Mr? POMEROY. 
Senator from Ohio may be heard. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We should at least on 
questions of order not get into confusion, 
cording to my recollection the Senator from 
Illinois stated the prastice of the Senate as it 
has been; butit has .1ways been easily evaded, 


and can be evaded now by compounding a | 


motion. I have seen it done bere thirty times, 
and perhaps _ have proposed it myself as often 
as ten times; and that is, by moving to peost- 
pone a pending order with a view to submit a 
motion for a recess, or with a view to submit 
a motion to adjourn over. I have seen that 
done very often. I have moved to postpone 
a pending order with a view to be allowed to 
move to fix a day for adjournment. ‘That isa 


compound motion, and is a very convenient | 


form of raising the question. Any Senator 
has aright to move to postpone a pending order 
with a view to move then that when the Sen- 
ate adjourns it adjourn to meet on Monday. 


That evades the rule, and is according to the | 


practice, 


| make this statement to the Vice President, || 


who has not been accustomed to our rules, but 
to the rules of the House of Representatives, 
that he may understand what has been our 
practice. lor myself I do not care whether we 
adjourn over until to-morrow or until Monday. 
! doubt very much in the present temper of 
the Senate, several new speeches having been 
made this evening, the fmends of the bill not 
seeming to be satisfied with its condition, be- 
cause many of them have been speaking to the 
bill—I doubt very much whether we can get a 
vote to-night, and I do not think we ought to 
punish ourselves by remaining longer. I do 
not care, therefore, whether we adjourn until 
to morrow or until Monday. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. As some of my friends 
here are very urgent about adjourning, espe- 


* 


I withdraw it that the || 





i} 


A Ce 


| 


| 





cially my friend from Rhode Island, who is | 


usually one of the readiest to attend and dis- 
patch the public business, and as my friend 
from Pennsylvania, who has been here longer 


than any of us, insists on going home to-night, | 


and for some reason or other is very anxious 
that the Senate should adjourn, I will suggest 
that if it can be understood that we shall take 
the vote upon this Virginia bill to-morrow 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Monday. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Well, Monday. 

Several Senators. Say Monday. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If it can be understood 
that at two o'clock on Monday or at three 
o'clock on Monday—— 

We will agree to three 





Mr. STEWART. 
o'clock on Monday. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If it be understood that 
we shall vote at three o'clock on Monday, for 
one, as unwilling as 1 am to have the matter 
go over, | would be willing to agree to let it 
go over until Monday, and let the Senate now 
adjourn, if that is its disposition, over until 
Monday. Can we do that? 

Several Senators. Certainly ; certainly. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Can that be the gen- 
eral understanding of the Senate, that on Mon- 


|| Mr. CAMERON. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Penn- 


nT ° . . | 
think it is in order under the ruling of the Sen- || 
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day at three o’clock we shall vote upon this 
bill? 
Mr. DRAKE. Why not say four o’clock? 
Mr. STEWART. If you object to that we 


| will call the yeas and nays on the adjournment. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator 
from Illinois will state his precise question the 
Chair will submit it to the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. My suggestion is this: 


| if it will meet the views of the Senate that at || 


| three o’clock on Monday afternoon 
Why not say four? 





sylvania proposes four o’clock. That is just 
| as acceptable to me if he thinks it better. 

| Mr. STEWART. Very well; let it be four 
| o'clock, to satisfy all. 

| Mr. TRUMBULL. Very well, then; at four 
o'clock on Monday afternoon we shall proceed 
| to vote upon this question. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
| debate ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Without further debate. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
| from Illinois asks unanimous consent that an 
order be made 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir; Ido not ask 
it in the form of an order—an understanding. 

According to the practice of the Senate if 
| there is such a general understanding every 
| Senator feels in honor bound to see that it is 
| fairly carried out. That is all I ask. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then it will de- 
pend upon Senators and not the Chair for its 
enforcement. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does any Sen- 
ator object to the understanding? [‘*No!’’ 
‘*No!’’] The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Now, I have no objec- 
tion to the Senator from Pennsylvania making 
a motion to adjourn to Monday. 

Mr. CAMERON. I move that when the 
Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on 
Monday hext. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


| Pennsylvania asks unanimous consent, the Vir- 


Without further 





|| ginia bill being pending, to make a motion that 


| when the Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to 

meeton Monday next. Is there objection to that 

| motion beingentertained? The Chair hears no 

objection, and the motion is before the Senate. 
‘The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORTON. L[move that the Senate do 


|| now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate | 
{at half past ien o’clock p. m.) adjourned to | 


Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
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The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 








ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER. The first business in order 


gress of the United States, upon which the 
| gentleman from Nevada [Mr. Fircy] is enti- 
| tled to the floor. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Will the gen- 
| tleman yield to me to submit a privileged ques- 
| tion ? 

Mr. FITCH. I cannot yield. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to move 
that when the House adjourns to-day it be to 
meet on Monday next. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
| be done now. 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. There is much 
important business before commitees, and I 
desire to move that the House adjourn from 
| to-day until Monday. 

Mr. RANDALL. _I object. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
' sylvania [Mr. Ranpa.t] has no right to object 


I hope that will not 





is the consideration of House bill No. 783, to || 
admit Virginia to representation in the Con- | 





January 14, 


if the gentleman from Nevada choos 
for the motion to be made. 
Mr. FITCH. I do not yield. 
The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman y; 
proceed. er 


€s to yield 


ADMISSION OF VIRGINIA. 

| Mr. FITCH. Mr. Speaker, in MY Opinion 
| there should be no additional condition, fund. 
|, amental or otherwise, exacted af Virginia a: 

peep nect or a prerequisite to or adjunct o¢ 
1er admission. ‘The due course of reconstrye 
| tive legislation does not, in my judgment, in- 
clude, the condition of public affairsin the State 
of Virginia does not justify nor demand, {\, 
| legislation proposed by the Committee , 
Reconstruction. 

Sir, I regret that we did not admit Virgini, 
to political equality by the same act through 
| which we remitted Georgia to political pupilage. 
I believe it would have been better for Virginia, 
better for Georgia, better for the Repub! an 
party if we had kept our implied compact wi:) 
the one State while we compelled the othe; 
to keep its compact with us; and Iam quite 
convinced that we can do no act so hurtf\ tp 
| the Republican party, so injurious to the bes 
| interests of the whole country, and go egyp. 
cially damaging to the speedy and honest reco). 
struction of the entire South, as to exact fro 
Virginia now any otheror further conditions 
| than those prescribed in the act of Congress of 
April last. 

Have not some of us forgotten or failed (o 
realize and appreciate the real object of the 
late war and of the reconstruction legislatio,, 
which followed that war? He must be blind 
indeed to the sources of human motive who 
does not understand that the reigning animating 
purpose of the American people was esseu- 
tially to preserve the geographical integrity aud 
political unity of the United States of America. 
| And to this was added, as an outgrowth of the 
| war, the not less lofty determination to extend 
| the scepter of freedom over every human being 
| dwelling beneath the shelter of its flag. Sir, 
| to accomplish this result war was made upon a 
| gigantic scale ; and never before was war made 
| with so pure, so just, so generous a purpose. 
| Our people did not fight for power, for conquest, 
| or for vengeance; not to extend our boundaries, 
| 


On 








ee 





not to obtain commercial advantages, not to 
punish those who assailed us, but for the grand 
|| and patriotic purpose of preserving the Cov- 
| ernment our fathers founded, and making this 
the free nation of which our fathers dreamed. 
This purpose of the people rode high above 
| the clangor of arms, beneficent and serene. 
'| Not all the sacrifices, not all the sufferings, 
| not all the cruelties of war sufficed to displace 
it. In victory and in defeat alike there was the 
same unchanging determination to gather no 
spoils of conquest except the promise ofa more 
perfect union of victor and vanquished, and 
exhibit no trophies of triumph except more 
assured freedom to all. There was never an 
hour, from the repulse at Manassas to the sur- 
render of Lee, but had you asked any citizen 
of the Republic, from the President in his high 
place to the soldier who helped to garrison a 
frontier fortress, the question, ‘‘ What will you 
do with the South when you have conquered 
it?’’? you would have received the same answer, 
differing in phrase, perhaps, but identical in 
idea; and that answer would have been, ‘‘ We 
will give to that rebellious people when we 
have subjugated their armies precisely the 
same rights and the same privileges that we 
enjoy; we will exact of them the same duties 
and the same obedience that we concede; we 
will demand of them the same securities which 
are demanded of us; no law shall apply to 
them which does not equally apply to us; no 








| 
| 


| 
} 


| 
| 


| tax-gatherers shall visit them who do not visit 
| us; no benefits shall rain upon us which do not 
|| descend in equal showers upon their heads. 

|| Sir, if there were other purposes, if there 
|| Were more relentless purposes than these in 
| the minds of some who had suffered greatly 
lin the war, such were but island specks ot! 
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»veance in @ broad ocean of forgiveness. 


ve 


ry build up, not to demolish ; to protect, not 
it \ ° ae . 
destroy ; to disenthrall, not to disfranchise, 


vag the universal intent. The very finger of 
Providence seemed to fashion and shape 
vents so as to give expression to this mag- 
.animous, this majestic, this beneficent design. 
Why, the first task of the first Kederal regi- | 
ments which marched into Richmond was to 
setinguish the flames retiring rebels had kin- 
died. The destroyers of armies were the pre- 
servers of property ; the vanguard of victory 
became the pioneers of reconstruction. 

With this broad purpose of national recon- 
ryection upon a basis of universal emancipa- 

n, this people, with public virtue unparal- 

led. have during more than four years of 
cace kept all the promises given when the 
yation’s blood was up and its martial ardor on 
oa lor this they have sacrificed not merely 
rroasure and blood, but their prejudices of race 
and easte and party. They have approved 
laws, however revolutionary ; they have ratified 
ystitutional changes, however great; they | 
nave indorsed legislation, however distasteful, 
for the purpose of securing the great result of 
nion and freedom for which they contended, 
‘od because that result could not otherwise be 

ired. The people have done this with a 
-acrificing, With a magnanimous, with a liberal 
epirit ; and any legislation with regard to the 
South not inspired by that spirit and not pred- 
icated upon that idea will fail to receive their | 
indorsement. Sir, if we give to the simulated 
apprehensions of the ambitious, to the slanders 
of the spiteful, to the spleen of the disap- 
pointed, legislation with regard to the South 
such as is proposed in the bill of the Commit- 
tee on Reconstruction—legislation in violation | 
of implied compact, in excess of previous con- | 
dition, and not necessary for any wise purpose 
whatsoever—we shall not, in my opinion, be 
indorsed by the people. 

Sir, we said in effect last April that if Vir- 
ginia would ratify the fourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments to the Federal Constitution and | 
adopt a State constitution republican in form 
we would admit her. She has fulfilled these 
conditions. She has adopted a State consti- 
tution as republican as that of Massachusetts ; 
she has ratified the fourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments; she has not attempted, and the | 
honor of her Legislature and her Kxecutive is | 
pledged that she will not attempt, to evade or 
nullify the action she hastaken. She professes 
good faith; she promises honest codperation. 
Sir, why should we not keep our promise? 
Why should we attempt now to higgle, to hes- 
itate, to make new bargains with her? Why 
exact new conditions—conditions which are 
ineffectual, illogical, and inoperative as con- 
ditions, frivolousand impotent as congressional 
declarations, and unwise and injurious as par- 
isan expressions ? 

Why, sir, it is claimed by gentlemen upon 
this floor—by the distinguished gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Wuirremore,| and by 
the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. PaLMeEr,] who 
addressed the House last night—that Virginia | 
has not repented; that she is not ‘recon- 
structed in spirit ;’’ that her ‘‘ poverty and not 
her will consents.’’ Are we here, sir, to delib- | 
erate upon spirit philosophy, to decree upon 
transcendentalisms, to legislate upon the moral 
and mental idiosyneracies of the Virginians, 
as interpreted by the raps which for weeks past 
have showered in ghostly procession upon the 
door of the room where the Committee on 
Reconstruction have been surrounded and be- 
sieged by the representatives of contending 
factions? Our compact of April last was to 
the effect that if Virginia would provide in her 
constitution for giving colored men the right 
to vote and hold office we would admit her. | 
W ell, sir, she has fulfilled that condition, and 
how it is proposed to say that she is admitted, 
provided and upon the ‘‘ fundamental condi- | 
tion’’ that she will not change or alter her con- || 
stitution in these particulars, Do not gentle- | 





men on the Republican side of the House see 
that we are measurably giving away our posi- 
tion; that we are surrendering our fortress to 
the enemy—if there be an enemy—when we 
admit that Virginia could change her organic 
law so as to deprive her colored citizens of the 
right to vote and hold office? Letus be logical 
if we cannot be magnanimous; let us be wise 
if we cannot be confiding. 

In order to achieve the result we seek, in 
order to assist those whom we would succor, 
in order to protect the colored people of the 
South from fraud and oppression, we must 
rely on two things: first, upon the honor and 
good faith of those with whom we deal; and 
next, upon our own power to remedy the result 
of any misconduct of theirs. And yet it is pro- 
posed in this bill to dispute their good faith, 
to question their honor, and to deny their 
intention to keep their pledges, the while by 
implication we ignore and répudiate or at least 
doubt and distrust our own power to punish 
them or remedy the treachery of which we 
suspect them in advance. 

If you pass this bill you make a crime with- 
out a penalty, a law without a provision for 
its enforcement, fundamental conditions with- 
out any supplemental consequences. Why, 
sir, all opposition to universal suffrage and 
equality of political rights in Virginia is killed. 
The white-locked Prince Hal, who slew the 
last Hotspur of chivalry, was too wise to attach 
the fortunes of the progressive party of Vir- 
ginia to a proscriptive policy. Shall we then 
emulatethe example ofancient Falstaff,and with 
this bright sword which the Committee on Re- 
construction give us thrust the body of the 
dead Hotspur, and congratulate ourselves upoa 
the possession of so much ex post facto cour- 
age ? 

This remarkable bill further proposes that 
all persons in the State of Virginia who now 
hold or who may hereafter hold office shall be 
compelled to take an oath, which I[ will desig- 
nate for the sake of brevity as the fourteenth 
amendment oath. Unless the purpose of the 


| committee be to place beyond the pale of con- 
| gressional clemency all persons who do not 


take that oath. that is, so far as holding office 
in Virginia is concerned, I fail to comprehend 
the object of it. If there be any man now in 
Virginia or elsewhere in the United States who 
holds an office who cannot take that oath he 
may be removed by the operation of a writ of 
quo warranto issued out of the proper courts. 
Why not leave such an illegal office-holder, if 
such there be, to the process of the court 
and the tender mercy of his rival? Why seek 
to make every petty infraction of law the 
ground for inserting another *‘ fundamental 
condition?’’ It is certainly within the power 
of Congress to pass a general law compelling 
all office-holders to take what I call the four- 
teenth amendment oath, and to punish with 
perjury those who take it falsely. If it has not 
hitherto been deemed wise by Congress to pass 
such a general law; if it is not now deemed 
necessary to pass such a general law, why enact 
one for Virginia alone in the shape of a funda- 
mental condition; why enact it in the shape 
of a special law destitute, at least, of the vital- 
izing, the essential particular of providing a 
penalty for a crime which it proposes to create ? 

Well, sir, it is further proposed in this bill 
as another fundamental ‘* condition’’ that the 
present officers of the State of Virginia sliall 
continue to discharge the duties of their re- 
spective offices until their successors shall be 
duly chosen or appointed. The committee have 
not condescended to explain to us the object 
of this provision. I for one do not understand 
it, and I will not attempt to criticise it. I sup- 
pose that all the gentlemen who now hold oflice 
in the State of Virginia will continue to hold 
their offices until their successors shall claim 
them. Such disinterested kindness on the part 


| of officeholders is not uncommon in Virginia 


or elsewhere. But it is, perhaps, beyond the 
power of Congress—if newspaper reports and 
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public rumor be true it is quite beyond the 
power of Congress—to enforce the letter of this 
as with regard to some of these gentlemen, 
who never did and never can * discharge the 
duties of their respective oflices.”’ 

Mr. Speaker, why these addenda to the sim- 
ple provisions admitting Virginia? Wherefore 
the use of them? Suppose the State of Vir 
ginia, the Legislature of Virginia, or the peo 
ple of Virginia shall hereafter violate any or 
all of these *‘fundamental conditions,’’ what 
is to be done about it? It will not be contended 
that such violation would ¢pso facto return 
Virginia to her present political position. It 
would be necessary in such event to come to 
Congress for a remedy, or for a punishment of 
those who should actin violation ofthese ‘‘fund- 
amental conditions;’’ and Congress would legis 
late for the protection of the people of Vir- 
ginia from fraud and violence, if such should be 
necessary, without these ‘‘fundamental con 
ditions.’’ I for one am not disposed to sur- 
render by implication the substance of con- 
gressional power for the shadow of conditions 
which are not fundamental! at last, but supple- 
mentary ; which are inoperative and ineffectual; 
which are conditions preseribed by one party 
but not agreed to by the other, and which are 
useless in my judgment for any wise purpose 
whatsoever. 

Sir, in all proper parliamentary decorum, 
and with the expression of high es~eem for the 
members of the Committee on Reconstruction, 
it seems to me that the committee, as a com- 
mittee, have given us a bill which is neither 
one thing nor the other. ‘* The mountain has 
labored and brought forth a mouse.’’ Perbaps 
the shock toits system imparted by the proceed- 
ings had in this House upon the resolution of 
the gentleman from Ohio {[ Mr. Brneuam] on 
Monday last, and the weakness caused by the 
absence of its chairman and principal physi- 
cian, have precipitated a result which other- 
wise might have been mow: mature if not more 
felicitous. 

‘The proposition of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Wuirremore}]—the andacious 
proposition to expel all the members of the 
Virginia Legislature who cannot take the test- 
oath and supply their places with gentlemen 
who could take any oath except to swear that 
they were elected—that proposition has at 
least the merit of boldness and purpose. ‘There 
is a tang of defiance in it; there is what a 
distinguished Senator at the other end of the 
Capitol calls ‘‘grit’’ in it. But this bill is 
meaningless flaccid, inoperative, nerveless, 
worthless, except for the purpose of inflicting 
indignity upon Virginia. Why, sir, should 
we insult, and harass, and worry, and annoy, 
this unhappy Commonwealth? What has she 
done to deserve such treatment at our hands? 
| know there have been recitals of outrage : 
such will always be the case so long as bad 
men and reckless men are constituent elements 
of civil society. I know there are tales of fraud 
and terrorism at the polis ; such are a part of 
the minority history of almost every election. 
{ know that some of our friends were not sue- 
cessful in obtaining office; such has been 
sometimes the case in communities with better 
reputations for political wisdom than Virginia. 

But what then? We cannot, or at least we 
ought not, to seek to remedy all petty wrongs, 
to redress all petty grievances, and to revenge 
all failures of our friends to succeed by the 
strong arm of congressional power. We must 
leave something to time, something to persua 
sion, something to local legislation, something 
to the good sense, the good faith, and the hon: 
of the people with whom we deal. 

Here is a State once prosperous and domi 
nant, and always proud; a State which 
four Presidents to the republic and an empire 
to its domain; a State which entered wilh 
hesitation and reluctance into a conspiracy to 
destroy the Government, by whose cradle she 
had sat in years long gone by; a State which 
furnished the principal battle-fields in the most 
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whose people have been punished if ever people 
were punished for their folly and crime; a 
State which has been despoiled of property by 
our armies, wrested of territory by Congress, 
and burdened with an Atlas-load of debt by her 
own time rulers; a State of devastated fields, 
wasted plantations, decayed manulactories, and 
blackened ruins. So forlorn, so shorn of rai- 


ment, 80 fall of sorrow, so scarred with battle, | 
so despairing, she stands at the door of your | 
Capitol and meekly asks, not as of old for do- | 


minion, not to shape the policy of the country, 
not to fill the Capitol with her sons and re- 
tainers; but she asks only the right to rule her- 
self, to have her Representatives upon this floor, 
to shape her own local laws, to elect her own 
local officers, to restore her shattered fortunes 
and to recuperate her buried industries, 

lor myself I will not deny her; I can feel 
no rejoicing for ber humiliation; I will not 
laugh at hercalamity; | cannot mock her woe. 
Atter all is said, Republican though I| be, she 
is a part of my country, and I will not insult 
her sorrows. lor Virginiaas of old, for arro- 
gant, rebellious, threatening Virginia, we found 
prompt defiance—the thunder of artillery, the 
tramp of armed men, and devastation from the 
mountains to the sea. But for the new Vir- 
ginia which emerges from the smoke of battle, 
for Virginia who places her folly and her sin 
behind her, for Virginia clothed in the gar- 
ments of freedom and with the pledge of equal 


rights upon her lips, I can find no words save | 


those of welcome and confidence and cheer. 

Mr. Speaker, if we refuse Virginia admis- 
sion, if we incumber her with the conditions 
prescribed by the Committee on Reconstruc- 
tion, we cannot say it is because she has done 
anything we forbade her or failed to do any- 
thing we required of her. We must say at 
last it is because we wished to punish her 
further for her treason, and avenge ourselves 
more fully for the sufferings she has caused 
this nation. Sir, we cannot stand before the 
country, we cannot face history, we cannot be 
indorsed by our own better judgment upon 
such a proposition. Christianity condemns it; 
statesmanship rejects it; common sense re- 
pudiates it; wise partisan policy frowns upon 
it. If we pursue this course we will build up 
a party of vengeance, we will promote revolu- 
tion, we will open the gates of the tomb in 
which progressive Virginia has buried her 
past, and on the door-plate of Virginia politics, 
open and blank to-day for us to engrave upon 
it what characters we may, we wiil indelibly 
inscribe those hieroglyphics with which De- 
mocracy designates her dwelling-place. 

Let us not be so relentless for the past; let 
us not be so unwise for the present ; let us not 
be so timorous for the future. Admit Virginia 
without this indignity and invite her to join 
the Republican pageant ; admit Virginia with- 
out these reflections, and fasten her with hooks 
of steel to the Republican heart ; admit Vir- 
ginia without these *‘ fundamental conditions,”’ 
and carry out the true and loyal purpose of the 
people. Give credit to her protestations of 
fidelity to the country; give her people the 
right of self-government; give her Represent- 
alives their seats upon this floor. 
gleam of harvests once more make opulent 
her valleys; let the hum of her marts again 
make musical the morning; let the clatter of 
factory wheels disturb the echoes of her hills ; 
let thrift and prosperity and order and peace 
enter in stately procession upon hersoil through 
the door that opens to receive her here. 

Mr. UPSON. Mr. Speaker, after the dis- 
cussion which has taken place I shall occupy 
the time of the House only so long as may be 
necessary to state briefly some of the reasons 
which induced me as a member of the Com 
mittee on Reconstruction to concur in recom- 
mending the passage of the bill, and which will 
induce me to give my vote for it. It is agreed 


by all, or nearly all, that Virginia should be 
admitted to representation in Congress at the 


| 


Let the || 


terrible war the world has known; a State || 





earliest possiblemoment. But upon one essen- 
tial point there is a wide difference of opinion. 
Jt is claimed upon one side that Congress, by 
the act of April 10, 1869, made certain require- 


_ ments of the State of Virginia, with the agree- | 


'ment, express or implied, that upon compli- 
ance with those requirements the State should 
be unconditionally admitted to representation. 

| Ivis now claimed that all of those requirements 
have been complied with in good faith, and we 
are told that by any delay, or by imposing a 
single condition, Congress is acting in bad faith 
and is guilty of violating a binding agreement ; 
and the immediate and unconditional admis- 
sion of Virginia is demanded asa right. To 
this demand we reply that the act of April 10 
was not intended as an agreement, and con- 
tains no language which can fairly receive such 
a construction. It authorized the submission 
to the people of the constitution adopted by 
the convention which met at Richmond in De- 
cember, 1867, and also the election of members 
of Congress and certain State oflicers, and re- 
| quired the adoption of the fifteenth amend- 
ment ; but so far from providing that the State 
should be admitted as soon as all of these things 
were done, the last section of the act expressly 
provides that— 


“The proceedings in anv of said States (Virginia, 
Mississippi, and ‘l'exas) shall not be deemed final or 
operate as acomplete restoration thereof until their 
action respectively shall be approved by Congress.”’ 

The real question which we have to decide 
is not whether Congress has the legal right to 
impose conditions upon Virginia, for condi- 
tions have been attached to the admission of 
at least thirteen States now in this Union, as 
has been clearly shown during this debate by 
my friend from Wisconsin, [Mr. Patne;]} and 
it is too late to take the ground that we must 
admit the State unconditionally or not at all. 
There is a question, however, which admits of 
discussion, and it is one of great importance, 
and that is, whether the conditions recom- 
mended by the committee are just and reason- 
able and ought to be adopted. If we know 
that the people of Virginia have returned to 
their allegiance and will hereafter be true to 
the Constitution of the United States, and will 
in good faith abide by the pledges which they 
have given us, there is no need of insisting upon 
any condition, and we cannot too soon admit 
the Representatives of Virginia to the Congress 
of the United States; but we have too much 
reason to distrust the good faith of a majority 
of those who are now in power in that State. 

If that part of the preamble of the bill which 
recites that Congress is ‘‘ assured that the peo- 
ple of Virginia will carry out in letter and spirit 
the provisions and requirements of the consti- 
tution submitted under the reconstruction acts 
of Congress, and ratified by the people of Vir- 
ginia,’’ means that we believe that all of the 
men who gave those assurances were speaking 
fairly and honestly, | must say that I do not con- 
cur in that part of the preamble, for | haveno 
| such belief. 
| Weare not left to the warning given to us 
| by the fraud practiced upon the country by the 
| Legislature of Georgia. In this case we have 
| proof, and so far as I know the fact is not denied 
| that some of those men who came before the 

teconstruction Committee, and with the most 





| earnest professions of sincerity pledged their 
| honcr that every provision of their constitution | 


should be faithfully and honestly observed, 
before they reached their homes openly avowed 
their design to disregard their solemn pledges, 
_and to be bound by them no longer than might 
suit their own purposes. 

When this design is thus openly avowed, and 
when the people whose rights are endangered 


can we give to them or to the people of this 
country if we fail to throw around them all 
the safeguards in our power? 

The language applied to this bill, when it is 
characterized as cruel and inhuman, comes 
with a bad grace from those who speak for men 


' 


appeal to us for protection, what good answer | 
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detected in an attempt to perpetrate a gross 
| fraud. What are those conditions ag.i,,.. 
| which so much has been said, and which hay 
| been called degrading and humiliating? _ 
| They are not unreasonable, unless the ol 
| gation to obey the constitution and to act }, 
| estly is to be deemed a hardship. 
The first prescribed the oath to be taken jj, 
all officers, civil or military, not the test-oa;), 
of the members of this House, but an oa,), 
similar to the one required by the constitutiny, 
of nearly every one of the States lately in rely.) 
lion, and which should have been required },, 
the constitution of Virginia. ’ 

Another condition to which I have heard »,, 
valid objection is that all persons who shal] ,. 
the time said constitution shall take effect hyo} 
any office by appointment or under the auth»; 
ity of the district commander shall continy, 
to discharge the duties of their several offjec, 
until their successors are elected under tho 
constitution. ‘The other conditions are jp. 
tended to secure so far as we can secure, {)jo 
faithful observance of those provisions of tho 
constitution of Virginia which guaranty equa 
rights to allof her citizens, without regard to 
race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 

Can there be any reasonable objection to 
these conditions? 

If there is no danger that an attempt will be 
made to change the constitution so as to deprive 
any citizens of their just rights, then these condi 
tions are certainly harmless, but if there is dan 
| ger that the threats which have been made will 
be carried into execution, these conditions may 
in some degree give us the means of protecting 
the rights of the loyal people of Virginia. 

I shall vote for this bill because I believe 
that all of its provisions are necessary, reason. 
able, and just. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am greatly 
surprised at the course which the debate has 
taken upon the bill now before the House. 
| We are asked how we can have the courage, 

how we can have the heart to refuse admission 
to the State of Virginia when she applies at 
the doors of Congress and asks for admission 
into the Union. Weare told that the State o/ 
| Virginia was the mother of four Presidents; 


5] 
Ai 


0 








that she once stood first among the States of 

‘this Union; and that in the days when this 
nation fought to establish its national life in its 
early history she stood by the country. 

Sir, I cannot forget, and this country will not 
forget, that when Virginia comes here to the 
| doors of Congress and asks to be recognized 

as a State in this Union and to have her Repre 
| sentatives admitted upon the floor of this House 
and of the Senate of the United States, that 
| she comes here with her hands reeking with the 
| blood of more than a hundred thousand of the 
| gallant sons of this Republic who have fallen 
| in its detense and that liberty might live and 
| that treason and traitors might die. Gentle 
| men may speak as they please, they may say 
|| they speak for their constituents, or they may 
|| speak for themselves, and members upon the 
| other side of the House or upon this side may 
say what the country will sustain and what 1 
will not sustain. I say for myself, standing 
|| here to-day, I will have further guarantees frou 
| Virginia if my vote can secure them. a 
_ Sir, five years have not passed since Vir 

ginia, within sight of this Capitol, floated the 

rebel flag; five years have not passed since 
| they sought to plant upon this very Capitol tle 


|| ‘* stars and bars;’’ and now, forsooth, Virginia 
|| comes here to-day and says that it has always 
_ been a State in this Union and claims the right 
|| here and to-day to be admitted to representa: 
| tion upon the floor of this House. i 

| ITask what has Virginia done that shall entitie 
| her more than any other rebel State to come 


| in here without conditions? No other State 








has come here without conditions unless it be 
perhaps the State of Tennessee. We have 
| imposed conditions upon the other rebel States 
_ seeking admission here, and why should we say 
| to Virginia, ‘‘You may come in here and no 
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nditions whatever shall be imposed upon 
\ yu? ‘ _ we poe vy 
What do we ask in regard to Virginia? We 


ask that that bond which she has given to the | 
sojored man of the South shall be faithfully 
tent, Is it wrong that the Congress of the 
[Tnited States shall say to Virginia, ‘* You shall 
<eep that pledge which you have made, if that 
nledge was @ proper one to be made.’’ We 
-aid to Georgia, we said to the other States 
.dmitted at the same time with Georgia, ‘* You 
hall never have the power orthe rightto change | 


ua . ° .. . 
that provision of your constitution which gives 
+o all the people of your State, without regard 


to color or previous condition, the right of suf- || 


feaoe.’’ Why should we not say the same thing 
to Virginia? Why shall Virginia claim to come 
‘) here without any conditions whatever, and 
ihe allowed to-morrow to change her constitu- 
tion so as to exclude all colored men from the 
right of suffrage ? 

Bat, gentlemen say, ‘‘ Where is your power 
to impose this condition?’’ or, “If you im- 
nose it how will you enforce it?’’ I answer 
that we will enforce it as we enforce any other 
jaw of the Congress of the United States. We 
will enforce it through the courts, as long as 
they can’ act and discharge their functions | 


u 


without interruption from military power or 
rebellion. And when that time shall come we 
will enforce the laws of Congress by the bayo- 
net, as we have enforced them heretofore. 

If it was proper to impose conditions upon | 
Georgia and the other States in rebellion, it | 
was certainly supposed at the time that Con- 
cress had power to enforce them, else Congress 
would not have imposed that condition upon 
Georgia as a condition-precedent to her read- 
mission into the Union. I ask the Clerk to 
read two sections I have marked of the law of 
June 25, 1868, which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


** Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- | 
atives of the United States of Americain Congress assem- | 
dled, That each of the States of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida 

hall be entitled and admitted to representation in 
Congress as a State of the Union when the Legislature 
of such Stateshall have duly ratified the amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States proposed by | 
the Thirty-Ninth Congress, and known as article 
fourteen, upon the following fundamental condi- 
tions: that the constitutions of neither of said States 
hallever beso amended orchanged as to deprive any 
citizen or class of citizens of the United States of the 
right to votein said State who are entitled to vote by 
theconstitution thereof herein recognized, except as 
ipunishment for such crimes as are now felonies at 
common law, whereof they shall have been duly con- 
vieted under laws equally applicable to all the inhab- 
itants ofsaid State: Provided, That any alteration of 
said constitution may be made withregard to the time 
and place of residence of voters; and the State of 





Georgia shall only be entitled and admitted to rep- }|} 


resentation upon this further fundamental condi- 
tion: that the first and third subdivisions of section 
seventeen of the fifth article of the constitution of 
said State, except the proviso to the firstsubdivision, 
shall be null and void, and thatthe General Assembly 
of said State by solemn public act shall declare the 
assent of the State to the foregoing fundamental 
condition.” ’ ° . s e - . 
“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the first 
section of this act shall take effect as to each State, 
except Georgia, when such State shall, by its Legis- 
lature, duly ratify article fourteen of the amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States proposed 
by the Thirty-Ninth Congress, and as to the State of 
tieorgia when it shall in addition give the assent of 
said State to the fundamental condition hereinbefore 


of each State duly elected and qualified under the 
constitution thereof shall be inaugurated without 
delay; but no person prohibited from holding office 
under the United States or under any State, by sec- 
tion three of the proposed amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the lt nited States known as article four- 
teen, shall be deemed eligible to any office in either of 
said States, unless relieved from disability as pro- 
vided in said amendment; and it is hereby made the 
duty of the President, within ten days after receiving 
official information of the ratification of said amend - 
ment by the Legislature of either of said States, to 

issue a proclamation announcing that fact.’’ é 





Mr. HAWLEY. It will be seen from the | 
provisions of the act just read, that in the case 
of Georgia especially, it was provided as a 
condition-precedent to her restoration, that she 
not only should never have power in the future 
to change her constitution so as to take from 
iny class of her citizens the right to vote, but 
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it is further provided that before Georgia shall | 


| be recognized as a State, and entitled to rep- 


} tution. 


| We ask that just the same thing may be done 





| 
| 
| 
| 
2 
| to provide that no colored man should have || 
| had been a slave should have the right of suf- 
| 


| Constitution of the United States or any law 


§ | July, 1869, upon the following fundamental con- 
imposed upon the same; and thereupon the officers | 


| or affirmations, namely, ‘‘[ do solemnly swear (or 
| affirm) that I have never taken an oath as a member || 
of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or | 


resentation upon this floor, she shall annul || 
one section of her then existing State consti- | 


Now, what do we ask in the case of Virginia ? 


in referenceto Virginia that was required to be | 
done in the case of Georgia and the other rebel 

States of the South. We say that Virginia || 
shall never have the power to change her con- | 
stitution in certain respects. But gentlemen 

say, ‘‘Suppose she shall change it, what is || 
your remedy? What will you do about it?”’ 
I answer, again, the remedy is in Congress 
and the courts. Suppose that one of the south- 
ern States should change her constitution so as 


the right of suffrage there; that no man who 


frage. If Congress had power to pass this 
law, as I contend it had, what would these col- 
ored men do? ‘They would bring their cases 
before the courts for the purpose of testing | 
that question, of ascertaining whether or not || 
Congress had power to pass a law providing, 
as a condition-precedent to its readmission 


into the Union, that a State should not change || 
| its constitution. \| 


But it is said, suppose that the State courts | 
hold against the claim of the colored men. | 
Then, under the judiciary act, you can take the | 
case to the Supreme Court of the United States, | 
where all cases may go from the higher courts | 
of the States where is drawn in question the 


of Congress when the decision is adverse to its | 
validity. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I think I have said enough 
to answer that objection, and I repeat again 
that if in the case of Georgia and the other 
States of the South it was proper in 1868 to 
incorporate such a provision it is certainly 
proper to incorporate such a provision in the 
year 1870, when the State of Virginia applies || 
here for readmission into the Union. 

It is said, further, that we require of Virginia 
a condition never before required of a rebel 
State. Whatisit? We require that the per- 
sons who are elected or may hereafter be 
elected to office in Virginia shall take an oath 
that they have not violated the Constitution 
of the United States. Now, Mr. Speaker, if 
it was proper for the Congress of the United 
States, for the people of the United States, for 
the States of this Union, to adopt the fourteenth 
article of amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, and if that provision were neces- 
sary as a safeguard in this country, certainly it 
cannot be wrong to require these men of the 
South to swear that they have not violated that 
provision. 

What do we say by the bill before the House? 
The first section of the bill reported by the | 
committee and now before the House is as 
follows: 


| 





Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the State of Virginiais entitled | 
to representation in Congressas a State of the Union | 
under the constitution ratified on the 6th day of 


ditions: l’irst. that no persons shall hold any office, 
civil or military, in said State who shall not have 
taken and subscribed one of the following oaths 





as a member of any State Legislature, or as an ex- 
ecutive or judicial officer of any State, to support 
the Constitution of the United States and thereafter 
engaged in insurrection orrebellion against the same 
or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof;’’ or, 
“T do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have been | 
relieved from disability by an act of Congress, as | 
provided for by the third section of the fourteenth | 
article of the amendments of the Constitution of the 

United States.’’ Second, that the constitution of | 
said State shall never be so amended or changed as 

to deprive any citizen or class of citizens of the Uni- || 
ted States of the right to vote or hold office in said | 
State who are entitled to vote or hold office by said 

constitution, except as a punishment for such crimes | 
as are now felonies at common law, whereofthey shall | 
have been duly convicted under laws equally appli- 
cable to all the inhabitants of said State; or to pre 
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vent any erson on account of race, color, or pre- 
vious condition of servitude from serving as a juror. 
or participating equally in the schoolfund or school 
privileges provided for in said constitution: Pro- 
vided, That any alteration of said constitution 


:| equally applicable to all the voters of said State may 


be made with regard to the time and place of resi 
dence of said voters. Third, that all persons who 


|| shall at the time when said constitution shall take 
| effect hold or exercise the functions of any execu 


tive, administrative, or judicial office in said State 
by the appointment or authority of the district com 

mander shall continue to discharge the duties of 
their respective offices until their successors or those 
upon whom such duties shall under said constitution 


| devolve are duly chosen or appointed and qualified. 


Thus it will be seen that we require of Vir- 
ginia simply that she shall not undo that which 
she has welldone. Can it be wrong to require 
of her officers that they shall swear that they 
have not violated the Constitution of the Uni 
ted States? Sir, 1 very much regret that a 
like provision was not inserted in the act ad- 
mitting the other rebel States. It is a safe 
guard that ought to have been inserted. Why 
are gentlemen so tender of the State of Vir- 
ginia? Have they forgotten that Virginia was 
the battle-ground of the rebellion; that while 
our gallant soldiers were fighting to subdue 
the rebellion the rebels of Virginia were fight 
ing to establish slavery over this whole coun- 
try? While we were fighting for the Union 
they were fighting to destroy it, and to erect 


| upon its ruins a confederacy the chief corner- 


stone of which should be human slavery. 
have we forgotten these things? 

Have we so far forgotten the past that we 
can stand here in the Hall of the people’s Rep- 
resentatives and speak only of the early glory 
of Virginia? Shall we speak only of the days 
of Washington and of Henry, and forget the 
dark days of our own period? Sir, could our 


Sir, 


| eulogy call back to life the gallant Union dead 


who sleep in her soil I might forget the past, 
and join in theloud acclaim. Could our breath 
reanimate them and call them back to life again 
I mightjoin my voice with those who praise Vir- 
ginia. But, sir, this cannot be. ‘They sleep 
until the last great day, and when it shall come 
their blood will be required at the hands of the 
men of Virginia. Had Virginia stood true to 
the Union the war would soon have ended. 
Her men filled the ranks of the rebel army : 
her treasury furnished the sinews of war, and 
on her ‘‘sacred soil’’ was found the ‘last 
ditch’’ of the rebellion. 

Sir, why should we hasten to admit Vir- 
ginia without conditions? Why should we 
hasten to welcome back this State which was 
so eager to go? It seems to me that unless 
they are willing to come back upon such con- 
ditions as to us shall seem just and necessary 
to our security we can very well get along 
without them until they shall be willing to re- 
turn upon such conditions. For five years we 
maintained our Government and our honor, 
notwithstanding their utmost efforts to destroy 
us, and we can well afford still to manage the 


| affairs of the nation without any assistance 


| promise and every pledge. 


from them, and until such time as they can 
give ample security for the future. I ask 
nothing more. I would harbor no evil motive 
toward the people of Virginia. Could I be 
assured that they would in future prove true 
to the cause of Union and free government | 
would now vote for the restoration of that State 
without any terms or conditions. 

But, sir, where shall I look for such assurance 
but in the law of the land? I cannot take their 
promises, because they have violated every 
Governor Walker, 
of that State, in his statement beforethe Recon 
struction Committee, made on the 9th ultimo, 
says: 

“The affairs of the State for the last eight or nine 
years have been in the utmost confusion, and for the 
greater part of the last four years the laws have been 
executed by the military commander; and under the 
circumstances, as you will find by the reports of the 
various commanders, it has been next to an impose 
bility to find men who could take the iron-clad oath 
to fill the offices of the State.” 


Such are the people of Virginia to-day. 


|| Would to God they were different; but such 
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they are, as shown by the statement of their 
own Governor. While it is true that in that 
State there are scarcely men enough who have 
been loyal to the Government to hold the State 
offices, while almost to a man they have made 
war upon us, we are urged with great earnest- 
ness to welcome back the State of Virginia to 
the enjoyment of all her former rights in this 
Union without any guarantee whatever as to 
the future. If the proposed amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, known as the 
fifteenth article, were now adopted as part of 
the Constitution I should feel less anxiety upon 
this subject than I now do. We should then 


have the guarantee ingrafted in the Constitu- | 


tion of the United States that would in all the 
future secure to the colored men of the nation 
the right of suffrage. 


Without such provision in the Constitution | 


of the United States your only security that 
such right will not be taken away from the 
colored men of Virginia must be found ina 
law of Congress which shall forever deprive 
her of the power of changing or modifying her 
constitution so as to take away that right. 


States acknowledged allegiance to the con- 


federate States and not to the United States. || 254 6, comfort to the enemies thereot 


| All the officers of the rebel States were sworn 


| without any government whatever. Inthiscon- | 


to support the constitution of the confederate 
States, and to maintain their independence 
they made war upon our Government. Their 


'! 


} 


State governments having been overthrown by | 
| force of arms, they were at the close of the war | 


| dition Congress undertook their reconstruction. 
| It sought out of the loyal element remaining in 
the several States lately in rebellion to recon- | 
struct State governments, which should, so | 


far as possible, afford protection to loyal citi- 
zens, and which should at the earliest possible 
day consistent with the public safety be readmit- 
ted into the Union. 

‘l'o do this was a great work beset with difli- 
culties at every step. Sir, the magnanimity 
which has been manifested by Congress in the 
discharge of this high duty is such as to attract 


| the attention of the civilized world. Whenthe 


war was over, when the rebellion was crushed 


'and every armed traitor had been smeene 
) 


Congress has often asserted the right to im- | 


pose conditions upon States seeking admission 
into the Union. Some instances have been 
cited by those who have preceded me in this 
debate. In addition to those which I have 
already cited I refer to the act admitting the 
State of Nebraska, and which was passed on 
the 9th day of February, 1867. The third sec- 
tion of that act is as follows: 


“So. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act | 


shall not take effect except upon the fundamental 
condition that within the State of Nebraska there 
shall be no denial of the elective franchise, or of any 
other right to any person by reason of race or color, 
excepting Indians not taxed; and upon the further 
fundamental condition that the Legislature of said 
State by «a solemn public act shall declare the assent 
of said State to the said fundamental condition, and 
hall transmit to the President of the United States 
an authentic copy of said act; upon receipt whereof 


the President, by proclamation, shall forthwith an- | 


nounce the fact, whereupon said fundamental con- 
dition shall be held as a part of the organic law of 


the State: and thereupon, and without any further || 


proceeding on the part of Congress, the admission of 
said State into the Union shall be considered as 
complete,”’ 

Thus it will be seen that in the case of Ne- 
braska Congress required the same guarantee 
a3 is now proposed in the case of Virginia. 
Nebraska had from the beginning been the 
child of our care; we had guarded her steps 
from the days of her infancy as a Territory, 
and when she had grown in population sufl- 
cient in numbers to entitle her to admission as 
a State in the Union we made her a State upon 
the express condition that she should never 
take from any portion of her male citizens the 
right of suffrage, except as a punishment for 


crime. If this power existed in the case of | 


Nebraska it exists in the ease of Virginia. 


Nebraska had never proved false to the Union || : : 
_a law of Congress to provide that in certain 


or to the cause of free government. We im- 
posed the obligation upon her because we had 
the right and because we believed it to be for 
the common good, not only of the people of 
Nebraska, but of the whole Union. Gentle- 
men seem to forget that we have entered upon 
a new era, an era of greater liberty and of 
greater political equality. 

The war has developed the fact that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States has power to 
enter with armed force into any State making 
war against its lawful authority, and to crush 
any government or power that it may find set up 
In Opposition to it. It is settled, too, in this 


country that when a State has made war upon | 


the Government of the United States, and 


|| because indemnity they cannot give. They can- | 


| 


1] 





before the advancing eagles of the Republic to 
lay down his arms and submit to the authority 
of the Government he had so foully wronged, 


_that Government extended to him the olive 
| branch of peace. 


Sir, we ask now no indemnity for the past, 


not call back to life the patriot dead; they can- 
not bind up the broken heart, nor can they repay 


the millions of treasure the war has cost. Nor | 


do we ask them todothis. Wesimply demand 
of them that they shall obey the laws and do 
justice in the future. Is not this an easy thing 
to do and is it not a small demand to make? 

I would not urge the adoption of this meas- 


ure if it were not that I feel its great import: | 


ance. I do not urge that Virginia shall not be 
admitted, but I simply iusist that she shall be 
admitted upon the conditions set forth in this 
bill. By requiring her to comply with these 
conditions we violate no pledge we have made. 
Section seven of the act of Apri! 10, 1869, 
authorizing the submission of the constitutions 
of Virginia, Mississippi, and Texas to a vote 
of the people, provides— 

‘That the proceedings in any of said States shall 


| not be deemed final or operate as a complete restor- 


ation thereof until their action respectively shall be 


’ 


| approved by Congress.’ 


Thus it will be seen that Congress expressly 


| reserved to itself the power to pass upon the 


action of the several States, and to ratify or 


| rejectsuch action atitsown option. Virginia, 


then, has adopted her own constitution. It is 
republican in form ; it is her own free act, and 
adopted by an overwhelming majority of her 
people. 

Notwithstanding all this, gentlemen on the 
other side tell us it is degrading to Virginia by 


particulars she shall never change that consti- 
tution. We ask her to do nothing more, 
nothing she has notalready done. We impose 
upon her no offensive or odious condition, a 
compliance with which upon her part will 
involve the yielding of any right. 

But I am told that if this bill passes requir- 
ing the State oflicers of Virginia to take the 
oath prescribed by its terms, there are many 
of them who cannot take it, and that conse- 
quently their offices will become vacant. That 
furnishes one of the best possible reasons why 


_ the oath should be required, because it is sim- 


when by force of arms it has been compelled | 
2 ’ 
to submit, Congress has supreme power over || 


such conquered State and over her people, and 
may prescribe such terms and conditions for 
their governmentas to Congress shall seem most 
proper and just. ‘To deny this is to deny the 
supremacy of the Government of the United 
States to that of the several States. The gov- 
ernment set up by the States in rebellion 
against the lawful authority of the United 


ply an oath declaring that the person taking it 
is eligible to office under the third section of 
the fourteenth article of amendment to the 
Constitation of the United States. That sec- 
tion is as follows: 

“ArticLeE XIV. 

“Sec. 5. No person shall be a Senator or Repre- 
sentative in Congress, or elector of President and 
Vice President, or hold any oflice, civil or military, 
under the Unived States or under any State, who, hav- 


| ing previously taken an oath as a member of Con- 


passage as an officer of the United States, or asa mem- 
»er of any State Legislature, or as an executive or 


| judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitu- 








| 
| 


may, by a vote of two thirds of each Hi 
1 


January 14. 


tion of the United States, shall have engaged j, 
insurrection or rebellion against the same Or gi o 


But Congres: 
such disability.” MBE, Femov, 
We ought to require of the State officers o¢ 
Virginia that they should take the oath ses. 
scribed by the bill now before us, because wit). 
out such oath we have no security whateye, 
against those who have by their own guilty con- 
duct rendered themselves ineligible to offic, 
under the constitutional amendment to whic! 
I have just called the attention of the Hoys. 
Sir, if we can be warned by experience yw, 
| ought to consider the present condition 5 
affairs in Georgia and Tennesee, to say nothin, 
of the other States lately in rebellion. ‘[), 
example furnished by them ought to cautio, 
/us against hasty and inconsiderate action j. 
reference to Virginia. 
In the States I have just named many o/ 
the traitors who are excluded by the constity 
tional amendment are now in office and }), 
power, under the new State government whic! 
Congress has recognized. In those State: 
there exists to-day a condition of things dis 
graceful to our Government and our civiliza. 
tion. While this constitutional provision re 
mains as a part of the fundamental law of t}, 
land, there is no adequate guarantee for jj; 


| enforcement in the States lately in rebellio, 


and where it was intended specially to apply. 
But [have already trespassed too long upo: 


'| the patience of the House. I have deemed ;: 


my duty, however, to say thus much in beha|; 
of this measure. I warn gentlemen that th: 
Virginia of to-day is not the Virginia of 177). 
Sir, that old Commonwealth, with her glorious 
history, is imbedded in the records of the mighty 
past never to be forgotten. The men of Vir 
ginia of the olden time wrote their names \: 
imperishable letters of light upon their coun: 
| try’s history; and while the name of libert 
shall find a response in the breast of man thei: 
names shall be shouted with applause down 
the centuries of the mighty future. 

Had Virginia proven true to the principle: 
upon which our Government was founded, hai 
she accepted as true the words of that immorta 
declaration, that ‘‘ all men are created equal, 
she might to-day be among the fairest of the 
_ stars composing this beautiful constellation o! 
| States. But forgetting the teachings of th 
patriots and statesmen who established ou: 
liberties, in an evil day she oe the prin 
ciples of Calhoun, Wise, and Mason. 

Fearing that the sentiment in favor of un: 
versal liberty, which for years past had seemei 
to grow stronger and stronger in this country. 
would prevent the further extension of slavery 
Virginia, desiring to change the likeness 0! 
God in human form into a thing of traffic, and 
forever to bind the slave with fetters so strong 
that they could not be broken, made war upou 
this nation, and fought until her strength was 
exhausted. Then, and not till then, did sh: 
submit. She fought us until she could fight 
us no longer. And now, covered with the scar: 
of war that treason has made, she comes wit! 
| naught but violated oaths upon her lips an! 

the blood of Union soldiers upon her hands. 
You ask me to trust her implicitly ; you ass 
| me to receive her again and welcome her with 


joy, without a pledge or a guarantee for t) 
future which she may not break. 
| Sir, I hope Virginia will fulfill the highes' 
| expectations of her most sanguine friends upo" 
this floor. I hope the day will come when the 
| wounds the war has made will all be heale¢. 
| and when the South, clothed in the fair gar 
ments of universal liberty and equal politica 
| rights to all men, shall fully redeem and kee) 
the pledge she has made. Asa nation, the 
| future with all its possibilities is before us. | 
| our hands, to a great degree, is now placed i's 


| present and its future welfare. How high the 
| trust! How great the responsibility! Ma) 
| we fully appreciate the one and have wisdov 
| and patriotism to discharge the other. 


' Mr. ASPER obtained the floor, but yielded to 








LS7l 


Mr. 
when | 
on Mo 

Ont 
noes 0 

Mr. 
nays. 
by the: 

The 

so t 
was ag 

Mr. | 
tion in 
made v 
admiss 
Union. 
circum 
transp! 
me to 
ties of 
if that 
tions. 
the am 
York, 
then fe 
tee; bi 
voted ¢ 
shall v 
under | 

Now 
Congre 
Union, 
ing up¢ 
which | 
propos 
Why,s' 
a lei 
a Stat 
attachi 
The e 
act adc 
ted to 
1821, y 
tain fu 
the Le 
act. — 
lution | 
the fu 
offered 
dent of 
mation 
Union 
leges a 

Now 
the two 
conditi 
And ne 
present 
and es; 
States, 
Clerk’s 
especia 
and Ge 

assistec 
should 
ditions 
should 

Gent 

heen o 
State n 
the pu 
whethe 
lam he 
stands | 
that is 

she has 
rivileg 
Che re’ 
State of 
connee 
in the 

there a 
opposer 
posed | 
opposer 
them fy 
tured tl 
and she 
ritory 4 











ghes 


upon 


an th 


raled, 


- gal 
litica 


| kee] 


n, tit 


T 


mw. i 
ed il 


rh thi 


Ma 
isdot 


ded t 


i87U. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, who moved that 

when the House adjourns it adjourn to meet 
n Monday next. 

On the motion there were—ayes eighty-four, 
woes not counted. 

“Mr. INGERSOLL. I call for the yeas and 
nays. 1 object to any further wasting of time 
he these adjournments. 

“The yeas and nays were not ordered. __ 

So the motion of Mr. Garrig.p, of Ohio, 
was agreed to. 

Mr. ASPER. Mr. Speaker, after the elec- 
‘on in the State of Virginia, in July last, I had 
made up my mind to vote for the unconditional 
admission of Virginia to her old relations in the 
(Tnion. But since that time I have learned of 
circumstances which have transpired and are 
transpiring within that State which induce 


THE C 


me to believe that the interests and the liber- || 


ties of the people of that State will not be safe 
if that admission takes place without condi- 
tions. Lam therefore prepared to vote first for 
the amendment of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Davis,] and if that should fail, 
then for the bill as reported from the commit- 
tee; but if those fundamental propositions are 
yoted down and the substitute is adopted, I 
shall yote against the admission of Virginia 
under the bill as thus amended. 

Now, sir, in the history of the legislation of 
Congress upon the admission of States to this 
Union, we have ample precedent for impos- 
ing upon this State, in the circumstances under 
which she comes here, conditions such as are 
proposed in the amendment and in the bill. 
Why, sir, in 1820, my own State of Missouri, then 
a Tei. itory, asked for admission to this Union as 
a State. Congress passed an enabling act 
attaching to that Territory certain conditions. 
[he convention which assembled under that 
act adopted a constitution which was submit- 
ted to Congress; and that body in March, 
1821, passed a joint resolution, embracing cer- 
tain fundamental conditions to be accepted by 
the Legislature of that State by sclemn public 
he State Legislature under that reso- 

ition assembled, and did by public act accept 
the fundamental propositions which were 
offered ; and afterward Mr. Monroe,then Presi- 
dent of the United States, declared by procla- 
mation that Missouri was a member of the 
Union and entitled to equal rights and privi- 
leges as such under the Constitution. | 

Now, sir, what difference is there between 
the two cases? Why shall we not attach these 
conditions to Virginia as well as to Missouri. 
And not only that, sir, but from then to the 
present time, in the admission of new States, 
and especially in the admission of the rebel 
States, as was shown by the law read fromthe 
Clerk's desk, conditions have been imposed,and 
especially upon North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Georgia, all of them original States which 
assisted in the formation of this Union. Why 
should Virginiabe exempted from similar con- 
ditions? Is there anything in the past which 
should induce us vo exempt her? 

Gentlemen say that she comes here having | 
been one of the original States. Is she a 
Statenow? I do not propose to stand here for 
the purpose of arguing the legal proposition 
whether she is or is not a State in this Union. 
Iam here asa legislator to meet the fact which 


act, 


stands out in bold relief beforethe House, and || 


that is that Virginia is not in the Union, that 
she has not such relations as entitle her to the | 
privileges of a State under the Constitution. 


State of Virginia withdrew voluntarily from her | 
connection with this Government. Ourarmies | 
in the field, as some of us know who stood 
there and confronted the rebel bayonets, were 
opposed in battle array by rebel armies com- 
posed largely of citizens of Virginia. They 
opposed the soldiers of the Union and we met | 
them face to face. At length our armies cap- | 
tured the rebel State government of Virginia, | 
and she had no State government. Her ter- 
ritory was there, her people were there, and | 





our Government was bound to protect that peo- 
ple—not only a portion of that people, but all 
of her people, both white and black. For that 
purpose the reconstruction acts were passed ; 
for that purpose we passed the act of the 10th 
of April last. 

Now, gentlemen say that we are precluded 
by that act from attaching conditions to the act 
admitting Virginia. I refer the gentleman to 
the last section of the reconstruction act of 
April last. 


be admitted to her old relations unless by the 
consent of Congress. She is now here with 
her constitution adopted by her people, with 
her members of this Heunt elected and present, 
asking Congress for that consent, and it is 
competent for us to attach these fundamental 
conditions before she is admitted, for the pro- 
tection of all her people, and especially of that 
sacred charge which Mr. Lincoln committed 


to the care of Congress and the country, and | 


for which these laws have been passed. 

The conditions of admission proposed by the 
bill are reasonable and just, right and proper, 
andshould beadopted. ‘They are fundamental 
in character; they reauire only that the State 
government shall be under the control of such 


It says that it is not to be consid- | 
ered a final adjustment, that Virginia shall not | 
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| men, no matter what their position may have | 


been in the rebellion, as can qualify under the 
fourteenth amendment of the Constitution, or 
are relieved by Congress from its provisions 
of exclusion ; that no change of the Constitu- 
tion shall be made that will deprive any citizen 
or class of citizens of the United States of the 
right to vote or hold oflice in said State who 
are entitled to vote or hold office by said Con- 
stitution, except as a punishment of such 
crimes as are felonies at common law, after due 
conviction under laws applicable to all citizens 
alike ; or to prevent any person on account of 
race or color or previous condition of servi- 
tude from serving as a juror, or from partici- 
pating equally in the school fund or school 
privileges provided for and in said constitu- 
tion, but that any alteration of said constitu- 
tion may be made in regard to the time and 


place of residence, if applicable to voters alike; | 


and that all officers now or who may be exer- 
cising the functions of any office when the said 
constitution goes into effect under the appoint- 
ment of the district commander, shall continue 
to exercise the duties of their oflices 
others shall be duly elected or appointed and 

ualified under said constitution. Such are 
the conditions, and it seems to me that they 


| arein harmony with the spirit, letter, and intent 


| no new conditions. 
| humiliate nor to degrade. 


of our reconstruction measures. 

These provisions attach no new obligations, 
They are not intended to 
They do not attach 
any obligation which a citizen of Virginia, if 
he intends in good faith to carry out the policy 
of Congress toward the rebel States since the 
close of the war, cannot take and perform ; but 
they only give assurance to the country that 
the reconstruction measures of Congress—the 
conditions heretofore exacted under which 
rebels may come back to their allegiance, and 


| States like Virginia, which have separated from 


their relations with the General Government, 
may again resume their old places in the Union— 
shall and will be enforced. Adoptthe amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. 
Davis,] or pass the bill as it comes from the 
committee, and if the State accepts the condi- 


p! || tions, and an acceptance of seats on this floor 
Che rebellion broke out and war ensued. The |, 


by the gentlemen claiming seats here as Rep- 
resentatives in Congress, would be such an 
acceptance of the conditions tbat Virginia would 
beboundthereby. These conditions would then 
become a compact between the national Gov- 
ernment on one side and the State of Vir- 


until | 
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to life; the blood of the mighty hosts slain in 
battle and who died in the camps and rebel 
prisons of the country cannot be avenged; but 


| 1f we cannot have indemnity for the past we 


certainly should have security for the fnture 
Is this unreasonable orunjust? Does it bring 
in chains before us an old and formerly an 
honored State, as gentlemen would have us 


| believe? 


The result of the war has brought new and 
important obligations and new duties. It has 
liberated a large population, probably four 


| millions, formerly in debased bondage to the 


men who inspired, begat, and carried forward 
the rebellion; men who were captured with 


| arms in their hands or actively supporting the 


ginia on the other, which could only be annuiled | 


by the two high contracting parties, not by the 
action of either alone. 


try has a right to ask; this solemn actthe sacri- | 


fices of the past and the hopes of the future 
demand. Our heroic dead cannot be brought 


This security the coun- | 


| 


rebellion. It was to perpetuate this slavery, 
extend it over the country, cause it to be the 
ruling, dominant element in the nation, that 
the revolution was begun and sustained by 
them. But the spirit of the early fathers, 
from whom the American idea of liberty and 
equal rights sprung, revolted at this, and the 
aggressive spirit of slavery was resisted. The 
history of the conflict has been written in 
blood ; the issue has been joined and the con- 
test ended in favor of liberty and right. The 
idea which declares that all men are created 
free and equal, and of right are entitled to the 
enjoyment of life, liberty, and to pursue their 
own substantial happiness, is the one that has 
prevailed. ‘These people in the South lib 
erated under such an inspiration must not be 
forgotten or permitted to lapse into a condi- 
tion of dependence worse than bondage. In 
order to enable them to protect themselves 
Congress decided to give these men the ballot 
equally with the white men in the late revolted 
States; and to secure the enforcement of th: 
ballot to them those only who had former; 
taken an oath to support the Constitution « 
the United States in assuming some oflice unde: 
the General or a State government were to | 
excluded. The reconstruction laws only pro 
pose to protect the rights of these people i: 
common with all other citizens. It was in 
tended to give them the ballot, the right to an 
education, the right to go and come, to lab: 
and enjoy the fruits of their labor, to sit o: 
juries, to participate in the Government; in 
short, to Jodie them men and women, and 
to support, defend, and secure them in the 
same condition as all other citizens enjoyed, 
equal before the law asto rights, equal as to the 
same punishments, the same benefits, and the 
same privileges. Nothing less than this could 
protect them ; for they were loyal people in 
States where the old ruling and dominant ele- 
ment were nearly all traitors, and where preju- 
dice and hate, where bitterness and disappoint 
ment could not fail to work out a terrible and 
bloody, and perhaps an exterminating effect. 
The old dominant party, the old ruling ele- 
ment has triumphed in the Virginia election, 
her Legislature being composed largely of 
men disqualified under the fourteenth amend 
ment. 

Notwithstanding this eondition of affairs we 
are asked to admit the State to her relations 
without purging her Legislature from disquali- 
fied members. What safety will there be to 
the masses of poor white and black citizens of 
the State with such law-makers? Will they 
give assurance that the provisions of the State 
constitution shall be carried out, that labor 
will be protected and encouraged, that the 
right to the ballot will be secured inviolate and 
in the free and unrestrained exercise of it’ 
What assurance is there that the freedman may 
testify in her courts to assert his rights, or that 
if he testifies he will be heard, or that hi 
children will have schools provided for th« 
free education, or that they shall not be placed 
back into a condition worse than bondage 
What assurance will there be unless we pass a 
bill similar to the one reported from the com 
mittee? The roposition of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Bixenam] will not do it; bat 
will, if carried, be a retrograde movement, s 
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letting down of our position to favor Virginia. 
Why should this be? Why should she be 
favored more than people of Territories here- 
tofore which had never been in rebellion, or 
more favored than the other rebel States? Her 
admission under the proposed substitute will 
be a positive injury to the true and loyal ele- 
ment of the State. An important element to 
secure a proper and wholesome exercise of 


power by the successful party in Virginia is the || 


strong, healthy, and permanent Radical party 


in that State, so nearly equal that it will, if 
properly encouraged and sustained, be a vast 
check on the conduct of the other party. It 
will make it more prudent and cautious, and 
more healthful and conservative in its action. 

But will not the rejection of the conditions 


" 


reported by the committee cause the success- | 


ful party to become more violent and tarbu- 
lent, until, by violence and threats, and such 
intimidations as unrestrained men know so 
well how to use, they will break down, destroy, 
and drive out the opposition party and secure 
the field to themselves, and thus the helpless 
and poor freedmen will be at their mercy, and 
at length be made slaves or worse than slaves ? 
Such a state of things may occur by the success 
of the gentleman’s substitute. Is there any- 
thing in the conduct of these men since the sur- 
render of Lee that gives assurance that this 
may not or will not be the result? Necur to the 
many murders of freedmen, to the oppressive 
character of the business and political inter- 
course of the old rebels with these people; to 
their newspaper articles, their public demon- 


| hostilities, marched in battle-array against the 


secession at Richmond. 
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During all the ten || 


years he was a Senator having taken the oath to || 


support the Constitution of the United States. 
Was there blame in that? It was rebe!lious 
Virginians who, even before an outbreak of 


| Government arsenal at Harper's Ferry, carried 


off the ordnance stores found there, and de- 


| spoiled the Government ae and property ; 


it was Virginians who captured the navy-yard 
at Norfolk; and Virginians marched upon and 
attempted the capture of Washington, and for 
months kept their rebel ensign afloat on Mun- 
son’s hill, within plain view of the Dome of 
this Capitol. 

After all this hostile array, after long years 


| of fighting and carnage, of suffering and hard- 


ship, after Chickahominy and Manassas ; Cedar 
Mountain and Winchester; Wilderness, Cold 
Harbor, and live orks, came Appomattox ; 
but no man ever laid down arms voluntarily and 
came forward to atone for the great wrong to 
the Government and country which he had 
assisted to commit. No one yielded a willing 
obedience to the inevitable ; none have showed 
signs of that contrition which brave men and 
true men feel when brought face to face with 
errors which should take a lifetime to atone. 
‘The submission was one having a sullen, sour, 


| disappointed air, with no sadness to relieve 


nor no repentance which could demand mercy. 
Has the conduct of the canvass which resulted 
in the adoption of the Constitution and elected 


| a Governor and other oflicers of State pre- 
' sented anything which showed a change of 


strations ; their life, character, and conduct as || 
citizens under the provisional government for | 


that State, and answer! 

While we may all hope for better things, it 
is still our duty as legislators, looking to the 
interests of the whole people of the State, and 
not them alone, but to the quiet, peace, wel- 
fare and growth of the whole country, and the 
security of rights and property to all the peo- 
ple, that we should look well to the funda- 
mental conditions upon which the rebel States 
are to get back into their old relations. 

If it was ever right to enforce a State into 
submission—and this has been admitted long 
ago, and over and over again by the country; 
if it was ever right to march an army on to 
Virginia soil to subdue the rebellion, to raise 
a gun against the Virginians in battle array— 
and is there a man to doubt the right of the 
action of the Government in suppressing the 
rebellion? if the reconstruction measures were 
ever right—and the people have sustained them 
as right after more than one trial—then it is 
right now, nay, a duty, to carry forward our 
ineasures to their logical results and secure to 


the whole people of Virginia that measure of | 


protection which a solemn and public act of | 
Congress will afford; to secure that measure | 
of protection which a compact or fundamental | 
condition agreed to in this solemn manner will | 


give, 


But we are told that Virginia is a State in this | 
Union; that she is one of the original States | 


given representation by the express words of the 
original Constitution; that, in short, she is the 
‘*Old Dominion.’’ It is true that Virginia was 
one of the original States; that her delegates 
assisted to form the Constitution, and from the 
time of its adoption until ker sons strode 
out of these Halls in bold, defiant mien and 
went into treason and bloody rebellion, she has 
had Representatives here, and several of her 
worthy sons have performed the functions of 
Chief Magistrate of the country. But, sir, why 
are her sons notherenow? By whose wrong or 
default are they not here now? Is the Govern- 
mentto blame? Who commenced the plotting 
of treason? Did not Virginia statesmen have 
something, nay, much to do with it? It was 
the boast of one of her sons, who strode from 
the Senate Hall to enwrap himself inthe mantle 
of the traitor, that he had been planning and 
plotting secession for ten years, and hence 
he rejoiced at the success of the ordinance of 





feeling? Nothing but bitter taunts and wild 
threats, which abounded on every hand, attest 
the true feeling of the people making up for 


| the most part the successful party. 





| against this state of things. 


Is there any hope for the liberties of the 
people if we give these men control of the 
State without limit or condition? Sir, I ask 
gentlemen to look at Georgia, but recently 
turned over to the control of l’ederal bayonets ; 
to look at Tennessee, taken possession of 
through fraud and violence by men lately en- 


| gaged in rebellion; and even now, while we 


deliberate, a convention made up mainly of 
men who have been engaged in rebeliion, pre- 
sided over by a late rebel general, is actually 
deliberating upon the mode and manner of 
disfranchising her free colored citizens, while 
Representatives from Tennessee are appealing 
to this House and to Congress for protection 
They have laws 
trampled under foot, a constitution violated, 
citizens murdered and driven off, the sacred 
rights of the citizens held for naught, and all 


| to gratify the mad and wicked spirit of a rebel- 


lious people. Do not such men require re- 
straint? lor one, I believe they should be 
restrained not only by acts of Congress, by 
agreements with State Legislatures, but by the 
bayonet if need be; and most certainly, so far 
as my vote and voice go, will I endeavor to 


| protect, by suitable conditions in the act of 


admission, the people of Virginia. An intelli- 
gent, brave, true, and loyal constituency whom 


| 1 represent would expect nothing less, can 





demand nothing more. 

I do not ask that Virginia shall be humili- 
ated below the point the conduct of her peo- 
ple has reduced her to. I have no feeling of 


| hatred to gratify; none but the kindliest teel- 
| ing and the fullest sympathy for her and her 


people. I hope soon to see her in her old 
relations with her representative men on this 
floor and her State government at home giv- 
ing ample protection to all; assuring freedom 
and liberty to all; giving her people, rich and 
poor, white and black, an equal chance in the 
race of life; securing the largest liberty and 
the broadest freedom to all. I hope to see 
her laborers honored and respected, intelli- 


| gent and happy; her cities growand expand, 


her villages become cities, and her towns and 
hamlets grow into villages, and all the people 
alike inspired with a laudable ambition to 
develop the resources of the great State of 
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Virginia, rich in her fertile soil, her many 
rivers, her very mountains full of precious 
minerals ; and that she may grow and prosper 
under the inspiration of the new ideas that 
the results of the war have planted, through {),, 
interposition of Congress and its wise actioy 
in her midst, until she will be the proudes;’ 
the richest, and the most intelligent and enligh;. 
ened of all the States, and until the yey 
Dominion will far outshine in grandeur gy) 
beauty, in the proportions of her edifice gy, 
in the character and nobleness of her mey. 
the Old Dominion of which we have heard «, 
much, For one, sir, I expect to see tho 
adoption of this bill, or one of similar provis. 
ions, contribute to this result. 

Mr. WARD. Mr. Speaker, I had not jp. 
tended to participate in this discussion. [ cey. 
tainly have no desire to do so. If it had not 
been for the singular position in which this }jj| 
is placed by the action of the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Farnswortu, | who was directed 
by the Committee on Reconstruction as jt 
organ to present this bill to the House and preg; 
its passage, I should not make any remarks oy, 
this occasion ; but as a member of the Commit. 
tee on Reconstruction, and having had some. 
thing to do with framing this measure, I fee] ; 
to be incumbent upon me, under the circum. 
stances, to do so. | do not wish to unveil any 
of the secrets of the committee-room, but I an 
compelled to say that I was surprised when the 
gentleman from Illinois, assuming to represent 
the committee, came before the House and 
attacked one of its principal provisions, to wit, 
the provision of applying a certain oath to the 
State officers of Virginia. And I was equally 
surprised when, in answer to the very pointe: 
interrogatory of the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. LoGan, ] all that the gentleman had to say 
on behalf of the fundamental conditions of this 
bill was that they would do no harm if they did 
no good. 

Now, sir, the Committee on Reconstruction 
have reported this bill in good faith and with 
the understanding that the gentleman from Illi 
nois should defend it upon this floor. If con. 
scientiously he cannot do so, I appeal to the 
gentleman’s sense of the duty he owes to the 
committee, and 1 appeal to his sense of selt- 
respect, whether, if he cannot consistently de- 
fend this measure on the floor of the House, it 
is not proper that he should pass it over to 
some gentleman on the committee, and I would 
suggest the gentleman who is next to him in 
rank on the committee, the gentleman from 
Michigan, [Mr. Beaman. ] 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will the gentieman 
yield to me for a moment ? 

Mr. WARD. Yes, for a question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I do not desire par- 
ticularly to ask a question. But I rise to state 
to the gentleman trom New York [Mr. Warp] 
that I did precisely on the floor of the House 
what I intimated to the committee that I would 
do, namely, advocate the bill with the exception 
of the provision with regard to the oath, re- 
serving to myself the right to oppose that. 
And I will say further, that so far as the mem- 
bers of the committee who have addressed the 
House are concerned, with the exception o! 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] 
and the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Warp, ] they have not, it seems to me, advo- 
cated the bill as much as I did. I was asked 
by several members while the gentleman from 
Wisconsin [ Mr. Patye] was speaking which 
side he was on, and from a careful examina- 
tion of his speech I am at a loss now whether 
he spoke for or against the bill; while the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Wuirte- 
MORE] who addressed the House last night 
himself introduced an amendment. 

Mr. WARD. I desire only to say in this con- 
nection that I have no recollection of the gen- 
tleman saying that he would oppose the pro- 
vision of the bill with regard to the oath on 
the floor of the House. 1 did understand him 
to say that he would support the bill. I have 
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consulted with every Republican colleague of | 


mine who was present on the committee at 
‘hat time, and they bear me out in this recol- 
oetion: that the gentleman proposed to sup- 
ort this bill on the floor of this House, or 
ve never would have been intrusted with the 


arge of it. 


( 


‘he bill, it seems to me that it belongs to the 


other gentlemen on the committee who support | 
chis bill to make this statement in justice to the 


|| and to the committee. 
|. too, have my private griefs whichI might 
srade here in reference to this bill. 


4) 
pie 


vinia under this Walker government ; individ- 
ually | am opposed to the admission of any 
State that comes here with a Republican figure- 
head backed up with a rebel back-bone, body 
and heels, asin the case of Senter of Tennessee, 
orJdack Hamilton of Texas, orthis man Walker. 
But I have learned long ago that I am but a 


very small portion of this body, but one of its | 
iumblest members, and that my will goes but | 


. very little way here, and that my voice has 
no more effect here than the voice of the mari- 
ner upon the stormy ocean. 

I have learned thatI must yield, agree, com- 
nromise, sometimes where there is a conflict 
of views, or accomplish nothing ; and when I 
fyund that there was this drift in favor of ad- 
mitting Virginia without condition; when I 
found the President of the United States, in 
good faith, Ihave no doubt, recommending it ; 


when I found leading Senators desiring it; || 


when I found on the vote taken on Monday 
last almost half the House insisting that Vir 


cinia should be admitted without condition, I | 
aw then that it was the duty of the men who | 


believed that some condition should be im- 


posed upon Virginia in its admission to seek | 
to direct this tide and to secure all that we | 


could from the Congress of the United States. 
And hence, sir, I favor this bill and propose 
0 support it now. And I say to the gentle- 
men here, I say to the gentleman from Iowa 
Mr. Parmer] and to all that class of Repub- 
icans with whom [ have no doubt he sympa- 


thizes and whom he represents on this floor, | 
that unless we get this bill we get nothing. || 
We either get an unconditional admission of || 


Virginia without terms, without restrictions, 
and without any means of redeeming her or 
punishing her if she does not carry out her 
obligations, or we get the conditions embodied 
n this bill; and I hold it to be the duty of every 
‘‘nion man upon this floor of Radical tenden- 
cies who wishes to defeat this combination on 
the other side of Democrats and Conserva- 
lives to support this measure as the only meas- 


ire that can be got and as the only security | 
(hat can be obtained and guarantees we can | 
ecure with reference to the State of Virginia. || 

Now, what is this bill, this much abused | 


ill—what isit? My colleague from New York 
Mr. Woop] abuses it; the whole Democratic 
side of the House abuses it; the gentleman from 
Nevada, [Mr. F'rrcu, ] swift from the other side 


of the Rocky mountains, echoes their cry; my | 


Conservative friend from Illinois, [Mr. Farys- 


‘he bill, abuses it. Now, what is there of it? 
Letus see; itisa proposition, not to stave off re- 


reconstruction, not to prevent the admission of || 


Virginia, but toadmit her upon certain termsand 


conditions. The first proposition is that the offi- | 
cers of the State of Virginia who are not quali- 


lied by the third section of the fourteenth amend- 
ment to the Constitution to hold State offices 


hall take an oath that they have not come | 
That | 


within the prohibitions of that article. 
‘ l] 
ail. 
Gentlemen ask, why prescribe this oath if it 
in the Constitution? The gentleman from 
/hio, (Mr. Lawrence, | my colleague upon the 
mmittee, very forcibly said, because the Su- 


I have felt that that much was | 

ve to the bill, because when it comes here | 
-onresented by the gentleman from Illinois, and | 
ii very first effort on its behalf was to assail | 


| do so. 
Individ- | 
nally 1am opposed to the admission of Vir- | 


|| ginia. 


| stitution. 
| power of Congress to admit new States, and 
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preme Court of the United States, in the case | 
of Cesar Griffin, has decided that this article | 


would not execute itself; that it requires con- 
gressional action in order to be executed. So 
we propose to carry out the spirit of that pro- 


| vision, and to provide the people of Virginia 


with some test by which they can ascertain 
whether the officers that they elect come within 
those constitutional prohibitions, and that test 
is the oath which requires them to swear as to 
whether they have thus engaged in hostilities 


against the Government of the United States, || 


having formerly taken an oath of oflice as 
members of Congress or Other officials not to 
Gentlemen may sneer at that pro- 
vision as they please andask why not apply it to 
all the other States. We are not talking about 
other States now. We are talking about Vir- 
We are proposing to admit Virginia, 
and not any other State. Hence we apply the 
rule to her, and we will apply it to Mississippi 
and to Texas, and I hope, by a general act, 


apply it to all the other States. 


What else is there left of this bill? I want 
to call the attention of the House particularly 
to that provision : 

Second, That the constitution of said State shall 


| never be so amended or changed as to deprive any 


citizen or class of citizens of the United States of the 
right to vote or hold offiee in said State who are 


entitled to vote or hold office by said constitution, | 


except as a punishment for such crimes as are now 
felonies at common law, whereof they shall have been 


duly convicted under laws equally applicable to all | 


the inhabitants of said State; orto prevent any per- 
son on account of race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude from serving as a juror, or participating 
equally in the school fund or school privileges pro- 
vided for in said constitution. 

That the State of Virginia shall never change 
its constitution so as to deprive any class of 
its citizens of the right to vote, to sit on juries, 
or to an equal participation in the school fund 
and the school privileges of the State. Those 


| are theconditions, simple, just, patriotic. And 


I tell you, Mr. Speaker, that so long as you 
secure the jury-box, the ballot-box, and school 
privileges to the colored people of Virginia, to 
the loyal people of Virginia, so long you will 
have there a republican form of government, 
so long will you have there a free people, so 
long will you have a people that can defend 


| and protect themselves. 


Now, those are the conditions of this ‘* mon- 


strous’’ bill that so disturbs the consciences | 
of gentlemen on the other side and so troubles | 


the smooth exterior of the gentleman from 
Nevada, [ Mr. Frrcu ;] first, that the people of 
Virginia shall beable to ascertain if they are rep- 
resented by men who can take the oath under 
the third section of the fourteenth amendment; 


| and second, third, and fourth, that the colored 


people of Virginia and the loyal people of Vir- 
ginia shall be preserved in their right to the 
ballot, jury-box, and in their right to partici- 
pate in the benefits of the school fund. ‘That 
is the **monstrous’’ proposition! 

Now, gentlemen say that this isa fundamental 
condition which we have no right to impose 
upon a State. Let us see how that is. What 
does the Constitution say in regard to the sub- 
ject of new States : 


** That new States may be admitted by the Congress 
into the Union; but no new State shall be formed or 


| erected within the jurisdiction of any other State, nor 
WORTH, ] who claims to represent the Recon- || 
struction Committee, but has really attacked || 


any State be formed by the junction of two or more 


States or parts of States, without the consent of the | 


Legislatures of the States concerned as well asof the 


| Congress.” 


New States may be admitted, when and how? 
Those are questions not answered by the Con- 
There is no qualification of the 


no limitation upon the power of Congress to 


|| impose upon them upon such admission any con- 
| ditions not inconsistent with the general scope 
| and purpose of the Constitution, and especially 


that provision that requires that the United 


| States shall guaranty to every State in the 


Union a republican form of government. 
This question as to whether conditions could 

be imposed upon new States arose in the I'ed- 

eral Convention that framed the Constitution 
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| of the United States; and I ask the attention 


of gentlemen of this House, and particularly 
of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Logan, } 


| to the deliberations of that Convention. ‘The 


committee of details, which had been appointed 
to draft a system to be submitted to the Con- 
vention, on the 17th of August, 1787, reported 
this as the seventeenth article : 


** New States, properly constituted or established 
within the limits of the United States, may be ad- 
mitted by the Legislature into this Government: but 
to such admission the consent of two thirds of the 
members present in each House shall be necessary. 

“If now States shall arise within the limits of any 
of the present States the consent of the Legislature 
of the State shall be also necessary to its admission; 
if the admission be consented to, the new State shall 
be admitted on the same terms with the original 
States.’’ 


Mark you, this was the original draft from 
the committee on details : 


‘Tf the new States be admitted they shall bo 


| admitted upon the same terms with the original 
| States.’’ 


And then it goes on to provide: 


“But the Legislature may make conditions with 
the new States concerning the public debt which 
may then be subsisting.” 

On the 29th day of August, 1787, the seven- 
teenth article being taken up for consideration 
in the Convention, Gouverneur Morris moved 
to strike out the two last sections, including the 


'| one which provided for the admission of these 


new States upon the same footing with the 
original States. Mr. Madison opposed the mo- 


| tion, insisting that the western States neither 


should nor ought to submit to a motion which 
degraded them from an equal rank with the 
other States. Mr. Langdon was in favor of 
the motion; he did not know but circum- 
stances might arise which would render it in- 
convenient to admit new States on terms of 
equality. After some further debate the motion 
to strike out prevailed by a vote of nine to 
two. Therefore the Federal Convention, upon 
full consideration of the question whether 
they should provide in the Constitution for the 
admission of new States upon terms of equality 
with the old States; when they came to con- 
sider that question, upon a report made by 


| their committee, they expressly voted it down 


upon the assumption that it might impose 
conditions upon the growing new States that 
should be carried out of the common territory. 
And the precedents of this Government have 
been in conformity with that action. The first 
precedent was in the case of Louisiana. Louis- 
iana, it will be remembered, was acquired from 
’rance, and was admitted upon the fundamental 
condition that the river Mississippi and the navi- 
gable rivers and waters leading into the same 
and into the Gulf of Mexico shall be common 


| highways and forever free, as well to the in- 
| habitants of said State as to the inhabitants of 


the other States and Territories of the United 
States. ‘That was the first precedent. Under 
this power in the Constitution to impose con- 
ditions the very first State that was admitted 
under the Louisiana purchase was admitted 
upon the express and fundamental condition 
that she never should interfere with the naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi. 

The second instance was that of the State of 
Missouri. A question then arose which shook 
the Union from its center to the circumference, 
out of which grew the Missouri compromise 
and compact. One of the measures of that 
compromise was whether that provision of the 
constitution of Missouri which prohibited free 
people of color from coming into that State 
should be allowed to remain in force, and 
Congress admitted Missouri upon the express 
fundamental condition that her constitution 
should never be so construed as to prevent 
free people of color from coming 
settling in that State. ’ 

Other fundamental conditions have been im- 
posed upon other States of this Union—upon 
Arkansas, upon Michigan, upon lowa, upon 
Florida. Those States were admitted upon 
the express condition that they should not 


into and 








‘ 
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interfere with the primary disposition of the 
lands of the United States within their bound- 
aries or taxthe same for State purposes. Then 
weallremember about Texasand Nebraska. In 
fact, Mr. Speaker, such has been the uniform 
practice of our Government. The power has 
heen exercised in fifteen distinct instances by 
fifteen distinct acts of legislation. Congresses 
in which such men as Webster and Clay exer- 
cised a controlling influence by their eloguence 
and power have adopted fundamental condi- 
tions in the admission of States. Congresses 

. the days of Jefferson, and under the inspira- 
tion of that great leader, imposed fundamental 
conditions. Besides, the whole history of your 
reconstruction policy has been in favor of such 
fundamental conditions. All the States that 
lave been admitted under the reconstruction 
policy have had fundamental conditions im- 
posed upon them, especially one here imposed 
us to suffrage, except the State of Tennessee. 
Lond now I ask the attention of the gentleman 
rom Ohio | Mr, Bincuam] to what I may say 
about the case of Tennessee. | remember that 
in the Thirty-Ninth Congress, when I had just 
come here, and when I *‘ crept under the huge 
legs’’ of the great gentlemen who controlled 
the legislation of Congress, the gentleman from 
Ohio was one of my leaders; and he led me 
into voting for the admission of the State of 
lennessee. ‘lhe bill reported at that time from 
the Committee on Reconstruction by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio provided— 

‘**Whereas the State of Tennessee has in good faith 
ratified the article of amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States proposed by the Thirty- 
Ninth Congress to the Legislatures of the several 
States, und has also shown to the satisfaction of Con- 
gress, by a proper spirit of obedience in the body of 
the people, a return to her due allegiance to the 
Government, laws, and authority of the United 
States: Therefore, 

Resolved, &e., That she be admitted,” &e. 

As I said, following the gentleman from 
Ohio, L voted for the admission of Tennessee ; 
and I am obliged to confess that of all the 
votes I ever gave upon all the reconstruction 
measures of Congress, it is the only vote that 
| now regret; and I regret it because we did 
not impose any conditions upon the State of 
l'ennessee. If we had done so, there would 
now be no question as to what we can do with 
that State. She is now sitting in judgment 
upon us. She is holding her convention to 
determine whether she will allow the peo- 
ple of color to vote, to determine whether in 
fact, she will submit any longer to the recon- 
struction policy of Congress. She claims to 
he independent and sovereign. She has swept 
away all the prohibitions of her constitution 
limiting suffrage. She has by a system of 
fraud almost unequaled in the history of the 
country overtacaad the loyal government of 
the State: and she is now under the control 
of the men who led her ou: of the Union. 

This is the position into which I have got by 
following the lead ef the gentleman from Ohio, 
and [ now find him here swift with his propo- 
sition to let in Virginia without any condition. 
| hope to God his proposition will not prevail. 
| hope that at some future time, if the * first 
families’’ rebel, if the pride of the great State 
of Virginia is ruffled, if her people happen to 
vet offended at what we may do, and seek to 
overturn everything we have done by calling a 
new convention and asserting the sacred rights 
\( Virginia to almost absolute secession, the 
people of the United States may be in the same 
position with reference to Virginia in which 
they were when Georgia refused to carry out 
her contract; for | would remind the gentle- 
man from Ohio we imposed fundamental con- 
ditions upon Georgia, and under that_provis- 
ion we are now dealing with her. Two strange 
scenes are now transpiring in different portions 
of the Union. In the State of Tennessee, 
which we admitted without conditions, they 
are undoing the work which we required them 
to do; in the State of Georgia they are restor- 
ing the State to a loyal basis because of the 
power which we are enabled to exercise over 


| grant it to him. 
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them in consequence of the fundamental con- 
dition we imposed. 

It is clear, then, that there is abundant pre- 
cedent for demanding these conditions. ‘The 
question is, can we enforce them? On this 
point | ask the attention of the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. LoGan,] for whom I have very 


great respect, who yesterday asked (in entire | 
good faith, I doubt not) a very pertinent ques- | 


tion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Law- 
RENCE, | my colleague on the committee. How, 
he asked, are you going to enforce the condi- 
tion? In other words, where is the penalty? 
This is a question which I have thought much 
about. I am entirely clear in my own mind 
that we have the right to impose these condi- 
tions; that the Iederal Convention contem- 
plated that we should have that right, and the 
precedents of our legislative history, as I have 
shown, warrant the same conclusion. 

Does it follow that we cannot enforce what 
we impose? Then, sir, your Government is a 
government of straw. But how shall we en- 
force it? That, Mr. Speaker, depends on each 

articular case. Take the conditions before the 
oa that the negro man shall not be de- 
prived of the right to vote, the right to sit in 
the jury-box, and the right of participation in 
the school fund. They are acompact with the 
State of Virginia on her admission into the 
Union. ‘That is our contract with her. That 
is the law of the United States as well. It can 
be enforced just as well as the revenue laws 
are. It can be enforced just as well as any 
other Federal law. We send our collectors 
and tax gatherers all over the United States to 
take up a portion of the substance of the peo- 


ple, for the purpose of defraying the expenses 


of the Government. Suppose any State should 
interfere to prevent those laws being executed. 
In that case we have our remedy. I need not 
tell gentlemen here that refusal to execute the 


| laws of the United States is insurrection and 
_ rebellion, which would justify the interference 
| ofthe Government of the United States. It was 


conceded when the Constitution was framed ; 


' when the old Articles of Confederation were 


set aside and the Constitution put in its place, 
that the obiect was to build up a Government 
self-sustaining and able to execute its own laws. 

Mr. LOGAN. I ask the gentleman to yield 
to me for a moment. 

Mr. WARD. Hear me first for a little. I 
was going on to say to the House that ifa per- 
son entitled were deprived of the privilege of 
voting by the State of Virginia he could go to 


| the courts and demand his right of suffrage. He 
| would go to the United States courts, because 


it is a United States law. He demands his 
right of suffrage, and it would be given to him. 
If he should be deprived of his portion of the 


| school fund he would demand of the court par- 


ticipation in that fund, and the court would 
If the courts will decide, and 
| presume they will, that this compact is bind- 
ing, then this obligation is a fixed one, and the 
State of Virginia must carry itout. The courts 
will hold that any new contrary action on the 
part of Virginia would be invalid. Ifthe State 
should pass any law or adopt any constitu- 
tional change in violation of this fundamental 
compact the courts would hold that these 


claimants for their rights should have their 


remedy. And when that remedy is asserted by 


the courts 1 need not point out to gentlemen | 
how that right is to be maintained. If the court | 
cannot execute its own judgments we shall then | 


have to fall back upon the military power of 
the United States to execute the laws. 

Take, for instance, the case of Louisiana. 
My friend lives in Illinois. Now, suppose the 
State of Louisiana should undertake to assert 


control of the mouth of the Mississippi river | 


and to impose a tax upon the commerce of the 
great Northwest. 
imposed upon that State being that this great 
outlet of the Northwest should be free to all 
our people, the courts would be bound to ad- 


judge and the United States would be com- 
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pelled to enforce the demands of the Northwes 
against any such restrictions. If Louisian; 
should attempt to resist the Government of the 
United States she would at once be place 
under martial law and compelled to i her 
duty. If you can enforce these conditions ;, 
the courts, very well. But if you cannot enfoy, 
them in the courts, we may then call jn ¢h, 
military power of the United States, 
now yield to my friend from Illinois, 
Mr. LOGAN. I cannot understand hoy ;. 
is that gentlemen seem determined to place 1, 
in Opposition to everything I have said a), 
done. But to those gentlemen I will say th,. 
I am not to be driven from any position [ my 


1 wi] 


| occupy or any opinion I may entertain by ;, 


sinuations that other people are acting o, 
colperating with me. This is the question | 
wish to put tothegentlemen. The propositio, 
[ put to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Lay. 


| RENCE, Jand my colleague, [ Mr. Farnsworry,} 


was this: what is meant by these go-callo, 
fundamental conditions? It is as easy to qj! 
them fundamental conditions as anything else. 
but I do not consider them as fundamenty! 
conditions. 

But you deem it proper to call it a fund, 
mental condition, aud ask me what the effe 
will be of that condition, what it will be worth, 
what it will amount to. I said this, and I s, 
so now; I said it would not be worth a sna 
of my finger. Now, I desire not to be misrey 
resented in reference to this. I say it is no: 
a fundamental condition, and the gentleman, | 
think, agg, Na rye what a fundamental co 
dition is. Virginia, sir, is either a State in th 
Union or out of the Union. I do not knoy 
which the gentleman thinks she is. 

Mr. WARD. Mr. Speaker, I cannot yie 
further. I cannot yield for extended remarks 
I hope my friend from Illinois will limit } 
inquiry so that I may answer him. 

Mr. LOGAN. It you do not desire to hear 
what I have to say I do not care to make t! 
inquiry. I said you have no penalty in you 
bill as reported from the Committee on Recon 
struction. I said that to the oath I have: 
objection, because that comes under the {vu 
teenth article of the Constitution 

Mr. WARD. I resume the floor. 





I yielde 


| courteously to the gentleman to ask a question, 


but nottomakeaspeech. If he wishes to asi 
a question I will yield to him. 
Mr. LOGAN. I beg the gentleman’s par 


'don. Iwas not aware that 1 was imposing 0 
| the gentleman’s courtesy. 
| so | shall take some other opportunity o! 


But if he think: 


saying what I desired to say. 
Mr. WARD. The gentleman has misappr 


| hended the purport of whatI said, and Lregr 
‘| that he has done so. 


I said that I believed th 
gentleman was putting an inquiry in good fait! 
and I accorded to him that courtesy whicli | 
ever desired to yield to any gentleman on th 
floor. I gave way to him that he might ask 
a question, and as far as he has asked «1 
question I am willing to answer it. I unde 
stood the gentleman to ask the question, wher 
was the penalty if the State of Virginia did 1 
conform to these fundamental conditions? ! 


will say to him that we need no penalty | 





enforce 

Mr. LOGAN. Will the gentleman allow 
me a word right there ? 

Mr. WARD. I cannot yield further at pre 
ent. Did the gentleman never hear of a bou 
without a penalty, of an obligation withou! : 
penalty? From his remarks it might be su| 
posed he never heard of such. I suppose 2" 
obligation can be enforced without a penalty 
and what we propose is to enforce this funds: 


| mental condition by the power of the Feders! 


Government in whatever way we are entitle’ 
to enforce it under the Constitution of th 
United States. 
Now, sir, we are told, and I must be brie! 
for I do not desire to occupy the whole tim’ 
allotted to me—we are told by my colleagu’ 
from New York [Mr. Woop] that we canno! 
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ood faith impose any further conditions on 
State of Virginia. 1 says that we agreed 


accept her as she is substantially, and that 


ae ) be bad faith in us not to carry out the 
. ve af ’ 
mpact Now, Mr. Speaker, that is a serious 


vation. But toshow you how much founda- 
= : the re is forthat allegation I shall read the 
avant section of the act under which we au- 
horized the President to submit the question 
‘the constitution of the three States, Virginia, 
\ fissis ip} lex , to the people, Vhe 


sing p rovisioi 1 is thi 


ly and 


Phat the procee dings in any of such States shall 

+ he deemed final or ope rative as a complete res- 

ration thereot until their action shall be approved 
¢; ngress. 

Now, the gentlemen say in face of this pro- 

ision that we are guilty of bad faith to the peo- 

f Virginia if we impose further conditions 


VLC 
people of Virginia and the security of ‘the nation. 
(here is a reservation, and weare standing upon 
hat rese rvation and imposing upon Virginia 
ynditi tions Sst ich as We have im post d pan all 
he States which we have admitted under our 
econstruction laws, with the excep- 
on of the State of ‘’ennessee, which we were 
elude d into admitting without any conditions 
inder the leadership of the gentleman from 
Qhio, [Mr. Brnguam,] as | have before said. 
We are told, sir, of the glory of the Old Do- 
\inion, its honor, its powe r, its history; weare 
ld that the old State of Virginia Was & gre ind 
-the State of Madison, of W ashing- 
n, of Henry, of Pendleton, of Randolph, of 
fonroe. Those men gave us the Constitution ; 
those men were for union el for the Govern- 
ent; those men ptHed down the Confedera- 
on and built up the Federal Union. But their 
sous have degenerated. ‘There came another 
epoch, another era of blood and carnage; there 
ime the time when McClellan retreated down 
the peninsula when Virginia’s hands were at 
he nation’s throat; there came a time when 
the hostile power of Virginia hung like a cloud 
over your Cap) ital. 
lhere came a time wen Virginia’s sons, led 
in by Lee and Stonewall Jackson, threatened 
henation’slife. There cameatime when rebels 
iook possession of the State government of 
Virginia. There came another time, thank 
God, when the rebel army was overthrown 
uid Virginia lay prostrate at the nation’s feet. 
then we demanded of her guarantees that 
would protect her people ; then we proposed 
‘o protect the loyal men of that State by dis- 
tinctenactments. The ‘ first families’’ reject- 
ed provision after provision that was submit- 
ied tothem. ‘The ‘‘ first families’’ stood de- 
fant and furious until Grant was elected and 
the Republican party took triumphant posses 
ion of the Government, and then they cringed 
around the knees of power and begge d to be 
let in on such terms as they might prescribe. 
| tell you, Mr. Speaker, while I do not intend 
o be uncharitable, I have no faith in rebels 
of this generation. I believe, with few excep- 
ions, they respect and fear but one thing, and 
hat is the power of this Government; and 
vbile we have got that power, I would insist 
‘pon enforcing it. And now, sir, when Stone- 
vall Jackson and Lee and the confederate 
ongress have been swe pt away we stand — 
‘ae ruins of old State government, w 
j ropose to build it up and cement it in fod. 
:mental law a the eternal principles of 
ight, justice, and e equity, that all men shall be 
| rotected in the right to the ballot and the j jury- 
box; and we propose to petrify those rights in 
their constitution, so that when storms shall 
come hereafter they cannot be lost or over- 
whelmed ; that treason may raise its hydra head 
uo more; that the land of Washington, Jeffer- 
son, and ] Madison may be restored with a true 
epublican government to its old place in the 
nion, there to remain forever, res slizing the 
hope that inspired those heroic men when they 
dared and achieved so much to obtain our 
national independence; thatthe Union of these 


single 


ld State 


sh we de em eonen il for the se curity of the [ 


States should last tor many centuries to come, 


securing to all men within its borders the pric 


less blessings of civil and reiigi 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. WARD. I will yield for three minutes 
to the gentleman from Missourt, [Mr. Bui 
DETT. | 

Mr. LOGAN. Well, Mr. Speaker, I have 
but one word to sauy— 

Mr. BURDET?. L hope it will n be taken 
out of my time. 

Ir. LOGAN. \\ hat lhaveg Lios 
the gentleman from 


ous ilverty. 


ay isthis: 
York [Mr. Warp] 
had taken his seat without yielding to anybody 
when | addressed the Chair. That is the fact 
about it. As his courtesy is not to be extended 
to me | demand my rights under the ruies of 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair had not recog- 
nized the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. Loan. ] 
Mr. WARD. had not yielded the floor. 

Mr. LOGAN. You had sat down. 

Mr. WARD. I would be glad to extend any 
courtesy to the gentleman from Illinois, but I 
have agreed to give the balance of my time to 
other gentlemen ; that is all. 

The SPEAKER. That is an ar rangement 
with which the Chair had nothing to do. He 
recognizes whoever the gentleman yields to. 

Mr. BURDETT. 
ted to me I cannot undertake to discuss the 
constitutional theories which surround thi 
great question, nor need I. They have been 
settled for at least three years and a half so 
far as they can affect the case of Vir pale, and 
all that has been said upon this floor in relation 
to the general features of this bill has been but 
the same thing said over that has been well 
said many and many a time before. 
however, hasbeen found once more to denounce 
the Union men of the South under the 
name of ‘*carpet-baggers,’’ and once more 
occasion has been taken, while speaking of 
Virginia, to denounce the agents of the l’reed- 
men’s Bureau, those ministers of a nation’s 
forgiving bounty, whose hands gave food and 
clothing to the widows and 
rebellion. here has been much of 
melody’ upon this leur cuectihanmiiies sand 
grandeur of the Virginia of the past, and upon 
this side of the House as well as upon the other 
gentlemen have pointed to the glorious history 
of the Old Dominion. Mr. Speaker, lam not 
insensible to the melting mood, but when I 
cast my eyes toward that State I see the gaunt 
Belle Isle and Libby, and my soul 
refuses to take up that refrain aud my voice 
will not respond to that chorus. 

Sir, the name and fame of the Virginia of 
George Washington is the jewel most prized 
by the Ame rican 1eart; but | object, sir, to 
besp attering that great name and that great 
fame by comparisons with the Virginia of 
Robert KE. Lee, of Henry A. Wise, and Mr. 
Walker. 

Mr. Speaker, I shall support this bill; not 
that I think it perfect in itself, not that [ am 
satisfied that the recitals of its preamble are 
all true, but because I fear that it is the best 
that can now be done. My major objection to 
the measure is that it does not at least attempt 
the provision within its own recitals of some 
punitive clause or sanction by which any dis 
regard of its provisions might meet with prompt 
question and punishment. This surely might 
be ac complishe »d, so far as the oath require dt to 
be taken is concerned, by a provision subjec 
ing the false taker thereof or an attempt to 
exercise the duties of oflice without taking it 
to indictment and punishment in the courts of 
the United States. Of the constitutional power 
of Congress to exact the conditious of this bill 
there can now be no question. If no such 
power exist, then the legislation of the 
Congress of the United States has from the 
commencement of its exercise down to the 
present moment, as well in times of peace 
when the judgment of our legislators remained 
unclouded by the perils of a threatened disso 
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jution of the Union, as when during the prog 


sbeliion their patriotism was quic kened 
sppe allin y danger, been mistake n and 
violative ofthe fundamental law, and the courts 
in guardianship over the rights of the peo 
ple have failed to discharge their high du 
lhe contrary view has .o-day and on all similar 


ties. 
occasions been argued almost solely from the 
profitless questioning as to whether rebels in 
arms pursued their deadly purpose of over 
throw within States of the Un F 
of the Union. 

The great fact that loyal State governments 
were totally destroyed ; that all semblance of 
political relationship with the United States 
was in fact wiped out; that the intention to 
destroy the Union was never voluntarily aban- 
doned, but only repressed by viclence, by force, 
by war, seems in the mind of the Opposition to 
bear no relation to the question of either the 
duty or the power of Congress in their dealings 
with the question of readmission. The condi- 
tions of the bill against which so strong objec 
tion is urged by those on the other side of the 
tlouse, and in which they find echo and com 
fort on this side of the Chamber, are but the 
utterance of principles which have laid at the 
very foundation of all our reconstruction meas 
ures, and without the enforcement of which, as 
to States already admitted here as well as to 
those to be admitted, progress in the actual 
return of States would not have been permit 
ted. he equality of all men before the law, 
equal participation in the duties and benefits 
ot citizenship, are the shibboleth of the new 
nation. Protection tor the individual, peace 
for the household, equality in the State to-day 
and forever we have demanded alike for our 
friends and our foes. Irom our foes we have 
accepted the promise, and too often the mere 
promise, of compliance with these terms in lieu 
of confiscation and that retribution which it was 
our right to inflict, but which it has been the 
pleasure of a magnanimous pe ople to forego 
save only in Tennessee; and our failure of duty 

confronts us with the fir 
famies of rebel domination. 
from all who have been received back to ou: 
conditions recited in this a 
heir wisdom and necessity 


lerritories 


the re now impent 


We have exacted 





communion the 
have been vouched 
for by the developments of time; the policy of 
requiring them has been sustained by the peo 
ple. ‘The oath required is but a monition to 
Virginia that there is a fourteenth amendment 
to the Constitution. If omitte 1 in the bill 
would be comprised in the simple oath, which, 
\ sake, we hope may be 
official personages in Vir 
by her legislators, ‘** to ppol 
defend the Constitution of the | 
i he onslaught which ha 
particular provision could not have been in 
duced by any real objection to the oath itself in 
the mind of those who hold hearty fealty to the 
fourteenth amendment. I interpret it in the 
light of the fact that on this floor and at the 
other end of the Capitol gentlemen of the mi 
nority do not hesitate to declare the opinion 
that by reason of the absence of the repre- 
sentatives of certain States from the floors of 
Congress when this ag Oy 
there has not been in fact a valid ratification 
of this amendment, aa therefore that there 
exists no authority in Congress to impose the 
To my mind the existence of such 
ght but ill for the 


: : 
for decency's taken by 


ginia, and especially 
l t, protect, and 
nited States. 


been made on this 


was proposed 


r 
{ 
condition. 
a Se ntit n¢ presages nou 
future of the Nepublic. 
Sir, if there is to be found any monument 
of progress, any evidence in the political his 
tory of the times compensating or the ma 
terial devastations we have suffer sred, it wtp to be 
found in the several amendments to the Con 
stitution, ratified and proposed, which mark the 
dawning on the national mind of the fact that 
the great traths of the Declaration of Inde 
pendence were something more thar : ‘* glitter 
ing generalities. The evidence of a dispo- 


sition either to nullify their plain purpose or 
avoid their requirements ought to excite alarm, 
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might we'l raise the question of good faith 
among those who, asking admission to the 
Union, could even permit their friends to stand 
in the way of such a provision. 

But why should Virginia be relieved from 
conditions imposed upon and gladly accepted 
and even welcomed by others of her wayward 
sisters? I see nothing so tremendous in her 
respectability that we should carpet her path- 
way back to the duties she fled from nine years 
ago. 

“In the name of all the gods at once, 


Upon what meat doth this our Cwsar feed, 
That he is grown so great?” 


! heard with astonishment, sir, the eloquent 


gentleman from Nevada, from whose lips are | 
wout to flow words oi silvery eloquence, fitly | 


emblemed by the shining ingots the State 
he so nobly represents gives forth in richest 


plenty, denouncing the conditions of this bill | 


as insulting and harassing to the people of 
Virginia. Insulting and harassing! Sir, there 
are but two conditions inthe bill. One is a tran- 
script of an article of the Constitution of our 
country; the other is that they, the people of 
Virginia, shall in good faith abide by a pro- 
vision of their own constitution adopted by 
themselves almost without dissent. Are these 
constitutional provisions, then, State and na- 


tional, but decoys to be used for gaining ad- || 


mission here and thenceforward to be dismissed 
as ignoble companions, unfit for further ob- 
servance, not to be reckoned among the polit- 
ical garniture of the new Commonwealth? I 
fear, sir, the eloquent gent!eman had not well 


| 


weighed the full import of these words when | 


he uttered them. 
But I see, sir, that the time allotted me by 


the courtesy of the gentleman from New York | 
not found | 


has more than expired; I have 
opportunity to express all that I desired to 
offer on the subject. I am by no means cer- 
tain that the work of admission, which in some 
form or other will be accomplished by the 
House before the setting of this day’s sun, will 
be well done. 
those whose hands must guide the State we are 
about to launch to excite distrust, to presage 
future evil for Virginia andthe Union. I trust, 
sir, that my forebodings may prove ground- 
less, and that the sea of fire through which 
she waded for a nation’s overthrow may have 


purged her of that dross which had gathered on 
her garments, 


sought the obliteration of the handiwork of the 
framers of the Constitution. 

Mr. WARD. I now yield to the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Srone. ] 

Mr. STONE. At this late hour, while I am 
thankful to the gentleman from New York 
|Mr. Wanp] for his courtesy, I will not take 
up the time of the House, but will ask leave to 
print my remarks in the Globe upon this sub- 
yect. 

No objection was made; 
accordingly granted. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. WARD. I now yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Stevenson] for five minutes. 

Mr. STEVENSON, Mr. Speaker, in the 
time allowed me for the crumbs of the feast I 
cannot hope to discuss this question in any 
manner so as to convince any other person, 


and leave was 


but merely to give my own reasons for casting || 


the vote which I propose to give upon this 
occasion, 

Kirst, | have no doubt of the right and the 
power of the Congress of the United States to 
pass any measure in regard to the admission 
of Virginia that we may deem proper to secure 
equal rights and republican government to all 
the people of that State. We have athreefold 
right to do so; first, as the conqueror our right 
is absolute; second, we have the right under 
the old Constitution, and it is our duty to guar- 
anty a republican form of government; third, 
under the fourteenth article of amendment to 
the Constitution it is our duty to secure equal 
rights to all, and in view of the probable adop- 


| see much in the character of | 


tion of the fifteenth article of amendment, it is 
our duty to carry out that provision strictly. 
Now, if we have the right, what is required 
by the circumstances of the case? Gentlemen 
plead here as if there were no question but that 
Virginia had done all in good faith which she 
had been called upon to do. Sir, I deny the 
proposition. I do not believe there is any good 


| faith in the controlling element in the State of 





Virginia. 
the sovereignty of that State, and thereby with 
a part of the sovereignty of this Union. I 


would not if I could help it trust the State to | 
its present Legislature under any condition. | 
But I see in this House evidences of that melt- | 
ing mood which has so often given away part | 


of the rights of the people of the States of the 


|| South; I see the ebb of the tide running out | 
I consider it a sick- | 
But the evidences | 


toward ‘‘old Virginia.’’ 
ening and false sentiment. 
are that unless we adopt the bill reported by 


the Committee on Reconstruction that false | 


sentiment will prevail. Therefore, as a prac- 
tical man, I propose to take the best we can 
get under the circumstances, and to vote for 
that bill. It may not be perfect, and it may 
| not be very effective, but it will at least say to 
the people of that State that they must observe 
| some limits and some rule in their conduct 
hereafter, or else they will be dealt with as the 
| case may require. 

Mr. WARD. I now yield to the gentleman 
_ from North Carolina, [Mr. Coss. ] 
' Mr. COBB, of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 


| I deem it due to myself, coming as I do froma 


reconstructed State, a State thoroughly, safely, 


siderations which induce me to support the bill 
reported by the Reconstruction Committee and 
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I would not trust that element with || 


| southern States ? 


of North Carolina did not enjoy? 





January 14. 
and desire a speedy return of the Old Dominio, 
to the union of States. And, sir, I emphatic. 
ally assert that no gentieman upon this oor 
on either side of the House, more earnest}; 
desires this consummation than myself: hurt 
the only point of difference is the manner ;, 
which she shall come back. Individually. | 
have been long desirous to see all the State: 
restored to their practical relations with ¢}, 
Federal Government. We want the constel}, 
tion complete, with no blank space indicatin, 
the position a State should occupy. And | 
indorse so much of the remarks of tie gent; 

man from Nevada [Mr. Fire] as applies ty 
this desideratum. But a pertinent question pre 
sents itself: Has Virginia the right to demay, 
exemption from exactions required of the oth), 

Have the people of Virgin}, 
shown by their conduct since the terminatioy 
of the war that they are entitled to consider, 
tion at the hands of Congress which the peop|. 
Shall we 


|| determine the claims of that State upon con. 


gressional clemency by a recollection of the 
patriotic past which throws so bright a luster 
over ourcountry’s history, to which the gentle. 
man from California who addressed the House 
last night [Mr. Axre..] and the gentleman 
from Nevada [Mr. Fircn] have so feelingly 
alluded, or by the present condition of affairs 
in that State? 

The proud record, Mr. Speaker, which the 
State of Virginia has made in the early days 
of the Union, and of which we have been so 
often reminded during the course of this de 


| bate, is matter of history, ‘‘ familiar as house 
and entirely reconstructed, to submit the con- || 


? 


hold words;’’ and when I eall to mind th 


| men whose eloquent voices sounded the ‘ha! 


| introduced by the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. | 
| Farnswortu.] Ithink thisexplanation neces- 


when, forgetting as well her |! 
noble history as the God of her fathers, she || 


‘sary because, from the wide range which this 
discussion has taken and the extraordinary con- 
clusions to which gentlemen have arrived with 
regard to the purposes of those who favor this 
bill, I fear a simply acquiescing vote upon my 


exactions, and to require of them conditions 
from which my own State was exempt. I say 


favor the substitute of the gentleman from Ohio, 


[ Mr. Brncuam, ] in their industrious efforts to | 
discover the animus of those who support the | 
committee’s bill, have intimated that our in- | 


tention is to retard the progress of reconstruc- 
tion, and, ignoring the sbeians heretofore made 
by Congress, demand harsh conditions from 
the State of Virginia beyond precedent in the 
history of reconstruction. 

Such, sir, is not my understanding of the 
bill, nor is such my motive; on the contrary, 
after a close comparison of the bill and the 
substitute, I have deliberately concluded that 
while there is no essential point of difference 
between them, at least none of so grave a char- 
acter as to justify the severe animadversion 
which the bill has received, this bill comes 
| more nearly to the standard which has governed 
Congress in the reconstruction of the other 
' southern States; and the harsh and severe 
features which have been so eloquently de- 
claimed against, especially by the gentleman 
from Nevada who has just preceded me, [Mr. 





Fircn, ] exist more in the imaginations of gen 
tlemen than in the bill itself. 

I shall endeavor to show that we follow the 
text of the reconstruction acts, and demand in 
effect nothing of Virginia which North Caro- 
lina has not already performed, and that the 
opponents of the bill making a distinction 
where in fact no difference exists, have claimed 
to discover exactions required here of Virginia 
which a careful reading will not substantiate. 

Virginia asks admittance, and her people 
desire the protection which a restoration to the 
Union will bring; and we who are enjoying 
the privileges and benefits which reconstruc- 
tion has restored to us, sympathize with them 


tle-ery of freedom,’’ and whose strong arn 
were raised in its defense; when I reflect that 


| Virginia furnished the statesmen who gave u 


part might be misconstrued into a disposition | 
to impose upon my neighbors of Virginia undue | 


this because gentlemen who oppose this bill and | 


eee 


the Constitution, and who threw such a halo 
of glory about the infaut Republic, my hear 
swells with gratitude to the ‘* mother of States 
and of statesmen.’’ I would not detract on 
mite from the measure of eulogy which belong 
to her dead heroes. The whole nation grat: 
fully pays its tribute of affection and vener- 
ation to the memory of Washington and Mad 
ison and Jefferson and Monroe. But wh) 
should gentlemen attempt to strengthen argu 
ment by these trite allusions? Certainly no 
to arouse sympathy for Virginia, for that w 
all have. Certainly not to convince us that 
Virginia should be speedily taken in, for w: 
all desire that. As ornaments to speech they 
sound well, but as reasons to defeat the bill 
and pass the substitute they are lifeless an 
worthless. 

But, sir, in addition to this past gloriou 
record, Virginia has another history in com 
mon with my own State and South Carolina, 
and by this history we are to be governed in our 
action at this time. The sons of Virginia, 
forgetting or ignoring the patriotic lessons of 
their fathers, sought to sever the Union, en 
deavored to raze to the ground the structure 
which their fathers had erected. Virginia be- 
camea part of the confederacy, attempted to dis 
rupt the Federal Union, and was the head an‘ 
front of the rebellion. Her record during those 
dark days is parallel with that of North Caro 
lina. North Carolina sinned and has atoned 
for her folly. North Carolina forfeited certain 
rights, and has regained them by complying 
with certain ‘‘ fundamental conditions.’’ Vir 
ginia has forfeited certain rights, and can only 
in justice and fairness regain them by com 
plying with the same ‘‘fundamental condi- 
tions.’’ Is this harsh or severe? Is it unjus' 
or cruel to ask the same of Virginia that was 
required of North Carolina? Shall Virginia, 
because Washington was the ‘ lather of his 
Country,’’ because Madison was the great 


| champion of the Constitution, and Jefferson 


its great exponent, at this late day receive 
from our hands a consideration which North 
Carolina, so slow to sesede and so quick to 
return, was refused ? Would it be fair dealing 
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1) demand of the good people of the old North 
State who so reluctantly assented to rebellion 
nd so gladly assented to reconstruction, con- 
Jitions-precedent which are not required of 
Virginia? No, sir. But gentlemen say that 
sheee conditions have been complied with. 
\dmit they have, why then object to the pas- 
cage of this bill? Why object to a bill which 
requires only what has been already per- 
formed ? 

Mr. Speaker, I have asserted that I could 
ee no material point of difference between the 
hilland the substitute. This position assumes 
that Virginia has already complied with the 
conditions of this bill. And to show that I 
‘avor a speedy admission of Virginia, that I 
desire to see her citizens enjoying the same 
nrivileges which I enjoy, I give notice that 
-hould the committee’s bill fail to pass I shall 
upport the substitute, for I can see no import- 
wnt difference inthem. I want to see the Old 
\ominion back in the Union; I believe she is 
prepared to come back; I believe that we can 
safely take her back. And I answer the charge 
that we would hinder her return by the passage 
of this bill, by asking, if it should become a 
aw by the action of this House and the Sen- 
ate, would not on to-morrow Virginia be a 
State in the Union and her Representatives 
entitled to seats upon this floor? Where, then, 
is the delay? I answer, here, in the Hall of 
the House of Representatives, in useless dis- 
cussion and declamation. 

But, Mr. Speaker, what is exacted of Vir- 
cinia? What are the conditions-precedent to 
her return? What is asked of her that North 
(Carolina has not done with alacrity? Is there 
a provision in this bill with which North Car- 
olina did not comply? In the act passed June 
25, 1868, ‘*to admit the States of North Car- 
olina, South Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, 
\labama, and Florida, to representation in 
Congress,’’ this preamble occurs: 

“Whereas the people of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida 
have, in pursuance of the provisions of an act enti- 
tled ‘An act for the more eflicient government of the 
rebel States,’ passed March 2, 1867, and the acts sup- 
plementary thereto, framed constitutions of State 
governments which are republican, and have adopted 
ch constitutions by large majorities of the votes 


ast at the elections for the ratification or rejection 
ofthe same: Therefore,” &c. 


The preamble before us, reciting in effect 
the same facts, declares: 

Whereas the people of Virginia have adopted a 

stitution republican in form, and by its provis- 
ions assuring the equality of right in all citizens of 
the United States before the law; and whereas the 
Congress of the United States have received assur- 
ances and are assured that the people of Virginia, and 
especially those heretofore in insurrection against 
the United States, have renounced all claims of any 
right of secession in a State, and that they are now 
well disposed to the Government of the United 
“tates, and will supportand defend the Constitution 
thereof, and will carry out in letter and spirit the 
provisions and requirements of the constitution sub- 
mitted under the reconstruction acts of Congress and 
‘atified by the people of Virginia: Therefore, &c. 

Here the same facts are declared as having 
been performed by Virginia that North Caro- 
lina and South Carolina performed, but stated 
more in detail. Objection, however, is made to 
the preamble, and notice has been given ofa de- 
termination to vote itdown. Why? Are not 
the facts setforth true? Is not such the status 
of Virginia? Why strike out the declaration 
of truths? Why make an exception in favor 
of Virginia? 

he gentleman from California [ Mr. AXTELL] 
and the distinguished gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Woop] have questioned the power 
of Congress to exact conditions from Virginia 
in advance of her return tothe Union. ‘This 
is new doctrine, founded in the virtuous fear 
that the Old Dominion might suffer humilia- 
tion. The whole history of reconstruction is 
againstthe gentlemen. No State participating 
in the rebellion has come back yet without a 
demand on the part of Congress for the per- 
formance of certain ‘‘fundamental conditions.’’ 
In the bill to which I just referred, passed 





June 25, 1868, admitting my own State, the 
following language is used: 


** Re jt enacted, &c., That each of the States of North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Ala- 
bama, and Florida shall be entitled and admitted to 
representation in Congress as a State of the Union 
when the Legislature of such State shall have duly 
ratified the amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States proposed by the Thirty-Ninth Congress, 
and known as article fourteen, upon the fellowing 
fundamental conditions.” 


Although,as in the case of Virginia, certain pre- 
liminaries had been performed, yet the ‘* fand- 
amental conditions’? were further required. 
his is no ‘‘ new idea’ of the present Admin- 
istration or the party in power. The practice 
of Congress heretofore, long before the days 
of treason and secession, has been to fix con- 
ditions- precedent to the admission of new States. 
Such was the case in the admission of Missouri 
and Michigan and Texas, and of almost every 
new State. ‘This power, or rather this duty, 
belongs to Congress by virtue of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, which guaranties to 
to every State a republican form of govern- 
ment; and the Congress would be untrue to 
the people and untrue to itself if these safe- 
guards were not thrown about the States. And 
the power thus intrusted to Congress by the 
Constitution possesses an amplitude commen- 
surate with public necessity. 

What are the ‘fundamental conditions’’ 
upon which Virginia shall be entitled to repre- 
sentation in Congress? I will repeat them: 

First, that_no persons shall hold any office, civil 
or military, in said State who shall not have taken 
and subscribed one of the following oatbs or aflirm- 
ations, namely: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that [have nevertaken an oath as a member of 
Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a 
member of any State Legislature, or as an executive 
or judicial officer of any State to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States and thereafter engaged 
in insurrection or rebellion against thesame, or given 
aid or comfort to the enemies thereof;’’ or, “I do 
solemnly swearn (or affirm) that I have been re- 
lieved from disability by an act of Congress, as pro- 
vided for by the third section of the fourteenth arti- 
cle of the amendments of the Constitution of the 
United States.’’ Second, that the constitution of 
said State shall never be so amended or changed as 
to deprive any citizen or class of citizens of the Uni- 
ted States of the right to vote or hold office in said 
State who are entitled to vote or hold office by said 
constitution, except as a punishment forsuch crimes 
as are now felonies at common law, whereof they 
shall have been duly convicted under laws equally 
applicable to all the inhabitants of said State; or to 
prevent any person on account of race, color, or pre- 
vious condition of servitude from serving as a juror 
or participating equally in the school fund or school 
privileges provided for in said constitution: Pro- 


| vided, Thatanyalteration ofsaid constitution equally 
| applicable to all the voters of said State may be made 


with regard tothe time and place of residence of 
said voters. Third,that all persons who shall at the 
time when said constitution shall take effect hold 
or exercise the functions of any executive, adminis- 


| trative, or judicial office insaid State by the appoint- 


ment or authority of the district commander shall 


| continue to discharge the duties of their respective 


offices until their successors, or those upon whom 
such duties shall, under said constitution devolve, 
are duly chosen or appointed and qualified. 


Are they cruel? Are they unjust? Do they 


| indicate bad faith on the part of Congress? 


Did the people of North Carolina in availing 


| themselves of congressional clemency find 


| fault with the same conditions? No, sir! But, 
| with a promptness characteristic of the old 


North State, she did in good faith what the 
Government demanded, and placed herself in 
line with her sisters. In listening attentively 


to the remarks of the gentlemen who fight this 


bill I have failed to discover an objection well 
taken to one of these provisions or conditions ; 
and with the single exception of the first, the 
‘* oath’’ section, no substantial difference can 
be detected between this bill and the one ad- 
mitting North Carolina. But in their haste to 
antagonize this bill gentlemen have not stopped 
to analyze the oath. What is it, Mr. Speaker? 
It has been called a test-oath. It has been 
denounced as an outrageous exaction. 

The gentleman who introduced the bill, [Mr. 
Farnswortu,| who presents the anomaly of 
offering and opposing the same act, declared 
his purpose to vote against this oath section. 
He said he was tired of this eternal imposition 
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of oaths. Ican see no objection to them, espe- 
cially when they create no newexaction. Now, 
sir, I insist that every officer in every State im- 
pliedly affirms the declarations of this oath 
when he qualifies to any office. So longas the 
fourteenth amendment remains a part of the 
Constitution of the United States no man is 
eligible to any office, civil or military, who can 
not swear the oath contained in the first con 

dition of this bill. In the State of North Caro 

lina this oath was not required, but no one 
dared to assume an oflice who could not take 
one of these oaths. Of course the first oath is 
inoperative where Congress has relieved th 

party, and the second oath affirming this fact 
is required. Where, then, isthe trouble about 
thisoath? An objection generally to all oaths 

such as that of the gentleman from Illinois, { Mr. 
Farnsworth, | and his appeal to the scriptural 
injunction “not to swear at all,’’ come with 
more reason than the groundless assertion that 
this particular oath is unjust and unfair. Is it 
unkind to ask men to swear to a fact? A man 
is elected to an oflice and swears to discharge 
its responsibilities; can there be harm in his 
further swearing that he is eligible under the 
laws? This oath may be unnecessary, but at 
the same time it is harmless. It certainly pre 

scribes no new test. When Congress, in its 
magnanimity, shall remove all civil and polit- 
ical disabilities imposed by the fourteenth 
amendment this oath will not be necessary ; 
but until then it should be exacted. 

I shall vote then, Mr. Speaker, for the com 
mittee’s bill out of regard to the gentlemen 
who compose the committee, and who ar 
charged with the examination of facts and 
details in the reconstructed States, and because 
I believe that it is proposed to admit Virginia 
on the same terms upon which North Carolina 
came back, and because I think that by the 
bill her return would not be delayed one day. 

I have been astonished at the range which 
this discussion has taken. I can see nothing 
in the bill to justify the charges of proscription 
and exaction which are sofreely made. I shal! 
not assume to speak for any one but myself; | 
shall not presume to look behind the act, and 
search the heart to discover the intent. My 
own motive is founded on what I conceive to 
be right. I believe that the admission of Vir 
ginia to representation on this floor cannot 
be put off by a favorable vote on this bill. With 
regard to the assertion that we would impose 
on Virginia undue conditions, it is without 
foundation. lor my own part, my intention is 
far different. My determination is, so far as 
my power and influence shall go, to remove 
restrictions and disabilities as rapidly as it 
may become prudent to doso. I would ban 
no man, I would proscribe no man who is 
disposed to be a good citizen, who is disposed 
to live peaceably with his neighbors, whatever 
their race or condition, who is disposed to re- 
gard and obey the laws of his country. We 
should be generous and magnanimous toward 
the excluded classes, always recollecting, how- 
ever, that a higher duty than feelings of sym- 
pathy and benevolence compels us to with- 
hold clemency until it can be safely extended. 
And to show. positively that such is my pur- 
pose I take this opportunity to say that I 
heartily indorse the bill proposed by my col 
league from the third district, [Mr. Dockery, | 
removing the civil and political disabilities 
imposed by the fourteenth amendment from 
all the citizens of North Carolina, and shall 
give it my earnest support when it shall be 
before the House. 

The State of North Carolina is prepared for 
this measure. She is already reconstructed. 
The flag of peace and order gracefully floats 
from the sea-board to the mountains over a 
people happy and contented, enjoying the 
benefits and blessings of good government; and 
if L were called upon to name a people within 
the broad compass of the Union who are better 
governed and better satisfied with their gov 
ernment, who are more energetically pursuing 
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theavocations of peace and industry, than any | 
other, I should go to my own loved home, the | 


home of my birth, and select the good people | 


of the old North State. In the formation of 
the State constitution the magnanimity, or 
rather the sense of justice of the Republican 


party, bestowed upon every man in the State | 


the right to vote, no matter what his political 
offense. The experiment has worked well. It 
has made friends for the Republican party and | 
for the Union. And now, after more than 
a year’s observation, we believe that the time | 
has arrived when forfeited political rights can | 
afely be restored to all the citizens of North 
(‘arolina. So thinks our Legislature, and so 
we think. [am not afraid to trust the people 
of North Carolina. I know them; and, sir, 
when I am assured that the — of Virginia 
are ready for such an act, if it be to-morrow, 
{ would extend the same relief tothem. Until | 
then, ! would say to her, follow the example | 
of North Carolina. 
Mr. Speaker, I sincerely desire to see Vir- | 
ginia occupy her proper placein the galaxy of | 
States. I want to see the whole Union com- | 
pact and complete. I know the benefits of 
reconstruction. J feel the importance of har- 
mony and good feeling in the sisterhood of 
States. And I hope the day may not be far off 
when the good old Commonwea!th of Virginia, 
so glorious in the past, may take her former 
position, and even more, that she may have in 
the future a glory which shall eclipse her own 
brillianthistory. But 1 would not compromise 
Congress by asking for Virginia favors which 
my own State did not receive. And I do not 
believe the people of Virginia desire us to 
do 80. } 
Mr. WARD. I now yield to the gentleman | 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar. ] 


Mr. HOAR. I shall oppose this bill, and || 
| deserved confidence, has undertaken, as rep- 
_resenting the majority of the committee, to en- | 


every scheme for the readmission of the people 
of Virginia to share political power in this 

country, until I can have evidence of a total | 
change in their present disposition and pur- 
pose. [have no doubt of the constitutional | 
right of Congress to impose and to enforce | 
upon that rebelcommunity any condition that | 


| right to vote without distinction of color or | 


a paper document is unsurpassed in the civil- 
ized world for the wisdom and liberality of its 
provisions for the security of individual rights 
and equality before the law. But those pro- 
visions have never been put in force. ‘They 
established in that constitution trial by jury. 
But trial by jury, elsewhere the bulwark of 
liberty, is made in that community the potent 
instrument of tyranny. What loyal man, black 
or white, can get redress from a Georgia jury 
for any legal right trampled on or any property 
wrongfully withheld from him by his rebel 
neighbor? ‘They establish constitutional pro- 
visions for the trial of offenses. But what 


/ murderer of a loyal man has been or can be 


brought to justice by the verdict of a Georgia 


| jury? They provide in the constitution for the 


race, and stand at the polls with revolvers to 
shoot down the loyal black man when he at- 
tempts to exercise that right. Mr. Speaker, 


'no barriers of paper, parchment, or wax will 


it shall see fit prior to their readmission. I || 


have no idea that Congress is fettered by any 
pledge contained in the legislation of the last | 
session ; for we expressly reserved, by the sev- | 
enth section of the act of last April, the right | 
of approving or disapproving the action of the 
State in regard to its constitution, and if we 
had not, no such pledge could in the nature 
of things result from any legislative action. 
Congress is not a treaty-making power dealing | 
witha hostile people, but a Legislature enacting 
laws for the protection and interest of those 
subject to its control, which can never bind 
itself to act otherwise than upon its present 
judgment and information. 

But, sir, | cannot give my consent to this | 
bill or affirm by my vote the falsehoods of its | 
preamble. I believethat the men who consti- 
tute to-day the majority, if not in number at | 
least in effective political strength, of the people 
of Virginia have abated nothing in their hos: | 
\ility to this Government, to the principles of | 
civil liberty it was founded to secure, or to 
those persons within their own borders who 
have been faithful to either. Iam not willing 
to admit the Representatives of that unrepent- | 
ant rebel majority to vote on this floor upon 
questions vitally affecting the constitutional | 
itberties or the constitutional interests of the 
people I represent. Lam not willing that the | 
voice of the Senators of Massachusetts or of 
any other loyal State shall be annulled by the 
votes of such men as I believe the State of 
Virginia will be disposed to place in the Senate. 

1 consider these paper guarantees which the 
committee in its wisdom has devised a snare 
anda delusion. The rebels of the South under- 
stand perfectly well how to preserve the forms 
of constitutional liberty while its substance is | 
destroyed. How was it in the case of Georgia? 
rhat people adopted a constitution which as 


restrain a dominant majority once intrusted 
with the powers of a State government and 
fatally bent on using those powers for mis- 
chief. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what evidence have we 
that the rebels of Virginia have any other de- 
sign than so far to conform to your conditions 
as to persuade you to release them from the 


| grasp of the national authority, and that when 


'leave at their merey? The House has made | 


that is accomplished they will not retain all 


their former hostility toward the national Gov- | 


ernment and the loyal men whom we are to 


it the duty of the Committee on Reconstruction 
to learn the facts as to the present disposition 
and purposes of the Virginia people, and the 
gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Patne,] in 
whose candor, whose clearness of insight, and 
whose intelligence the House places just and 
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Government of the United States, and will sup- 
port and defend the Constitution thereof, and 


| will carry out in letter and spirit the provisions 


and requirements of the constitution submitted 
under the reconstruction acts of Congress,” 
Marvelous logic! The men who abandoned 
the man of their choice and who elected gy. 
other for the reason that he opposed the 
Government in the rebellion are well affected 
to the Government of the United State; 


_'The men who selected him because he wa. 
| pledged never to put in force some of tho 


most essential provisions of the constity 
tion they pretend to adopt will carry out jy 


_ letter and spirit the provisions and require. 


ments of that constitution. The men who hayo 
been able to deprive the colored loyalist of 
one of his most precious constitutional rights, 
in spite of the whole military power of the 


| United States, are to be armed with all tho 


power and authority of State administratioy 
and trusted to secure to the negro the rest of 


| his constitutional rights when that military 


power is withdrawn. I wish some of the logic 
which was devoted to the not very important 
question whether the State was authorized ex. 
pressly to present her Representatives and he; 
constitution for approbation was impliedly ay. 


| thorized to do what has been done in the cage 





lighten us as to those facts. He represents | 


in his speech of day before yesterday that at | 


the time of the vote on the constitution, when 
the people of that State may be supposed to 
have been on their good behavior, a majority 
of that people abandoned the candidate of their 


|| choice and selected another ‘‘ because he had 
opposed the Governmentduring the rebellion,”’ | 


and because he had given them a pledge that 
as soon as the Constitution should be adopted 
and the Legislature and State ticket elected 
they might proceed at once to propose such 
amendments to the constitution as would clear 


it of all dangerous characteristics and the | 
further pledge that if he were elected with a | 


Legislature not Radical, a fundamental portion 
of that constitution should neverbe putin force. 
The gentleman further states that Governor 


| Walker must either nullify the county and 


school systems of Virginia, needful as they are 


to secure the blessings of education to the col- | 


ored loyalists of that State, or cheat the men 


who elected him. ‘The gentleman further de- | 
nounces ‘‘the devilish scheme’’—I use his | 


words—‘‘ é6f Governor Walker’s supporters 
(i. é., the majority of the people of Virginia, ) 
to smuggle back into power during the transi- 
tion period the old rebel State oflicers them- 
selves.’’ 


lower judges from all other juries in that 
State;’’ and tells us that the Democrats of 
Virginia have been able, even underthe military 
rule of General Canby, to nullify that provision 
of the ederal Constitution which forbids the 
enforcement of any law which shall abridge 
the privileges and immunities of citizens of 
the United States. 

Yet, Mr. Speaker, in the face of these facts, 
the gentleman and his committee ask this House 
to aflirm ‘that the people of Virginia, and es- 
pecially those heretofore in insurrection against 
the United States, are now well disposed to the 


He further informs us ‘it was ad- | 
mitted on all hands that up to the present | 
time colored men, although admitted to juries | 
in the United States courts of Virginia by | 
Chief Justice Chase, have been excluded by | 








of most of the new States without express au. 
thority, present Senators also, had been de 
voted to showing the connection between those 
premises and these conclusions. 

lor myself, Mr. Speaker, I believe this is « 
bill to deliver up the defenseless loyalty of 
Virginia into the hands of its traitors, ‘* quasi 
agnum lupo ad devorandum;’’ and no prospect 
ot party advantage, no hope even of purchasing 
the inestimable blessing of the fifteenth amend- 
ment shall make me willingly a party to that act. 

Mr. RICK, Mr. SMITH, of Oregon, and Mr, 
SWEENEY, obtained leave to print remarks 
upon the pending bill. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. BECK. Mr. Speaker, I have spoken so 
often in opposition to the bills reported by th 
Committee on Reconstruction and my views 
are so well known that I do not propose to do 
more than to state that I opposed in committe: 
and shall vote here against the bill reported by 


| the majority of the committee; and while | 


shall vote for the substitute of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Bryeuam,] my vote for that 
will not be because of the facts reciced in its 
preamble, but because it declares what I have 
always contended was the constitutional right o! 
the State of Virginia, ‘‘ that she is entitled to 
representation in Congress.’’ Even according 
to the Radical theory, according to your recon: 
struction laws and the pledges therein con 
tained, she is entitled to representation. She 


| has obeyed all your orders; she has even hu- 
| miliated herself—not willingly, Itrust—but asa 


choice of evils, to prove to you that she recog: 
nizes your power and is willing in good faith 
tosubmitto yourauthority. IfI believed she had 
accepted the terms she has otherwise than in obe- 
dienceto a power she could not resist, I would, 
in view of her past history, say that she was no! 
worthy of representation here, however mucli 
she might be entitled to it. She is at the mercy 


'| of the majority dominant here, and this is not 


the time nor the occasion for me to say more 
than that Congress, by now requiring new con: 
ditions and further exactions, after inducing 
that grand old State and her people, of whom 
it is nocompliment to say that they are the peers 
of the proudest of you, to make the sacrifices 
they have made already, is to fasten upon your 
party bad faith, a disregard of your solemn 
pledges, and a want of that manly candor an¢ 


regard for your plighted word which I hope 
never to see exhibited by any party, however 
much I may condemn their policy and desire 
their overthrow. Let me read, lest some of you 
may have found it convenient to forget wha' 
you covenanted with the people of Virginia. |! 
is section five of the act of March 2, 186:, 
which, with the addition of requiring the fi! 


teenth amendment to be ratified by the act o! 
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1870. 


March, 1869, is the solemn bargain you bound 
yourselves to execute in good faith with Vir- 
vinia if she did what is therein required : 


“Suc. 5. That when the people of any one of said 
rebel States shall have formed a constitution of gov- 
ernment in conformity with the Constitution of the 
[United States in all respects, framed by a convention 
of delegates elected by the male citizens of said State 
rwenty-one years old and upward, of whatever race, 
lor, or previous condition, who have been resident 

said State for one year previous to the day of such 
election, except such as may be disfranchised for 
irticipation in the rebellion or for felony at com- 
mon law; and when such constitution shall provide 
thatthe elective franchise shall be enjoy ed by allsuch 
»erzons as have the qualifications herein stated for 
electors of delegates; and when such constitution 
shall be ratified by a majority of the persons voting 
on the question of ratification who are qualified as 
electors for delegates, and when such constitution 
shall have been submitted to Congress for examina- 
tion and approval and Congress shall have approved 
the same; and whensaid State by a vote of its Legis- 
jature elected under said constitution shall have 
adopted the amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States proposed by the lhirty-Ninth Con- 
vress, and known as article fourteen: and when said 
article shall have become a part of the Constitution 
of the United States, said State shall be declared 
entitled to representation in Congress, and Senators 
and Representatives shall be admitted therefrom on 
their taking the oaths prescribed by law; and then 
and thereafter the preceding sections of this act shall 
be inoperative in said State.” 


in 


Has not Virginia done all these things? | 


Has not this Congress said that her constitu- 
tion was republican in form, and by the act 
of April 10, 1869, authorized elections to be 


held under it? You all know these facts to be | 
The elections were held and the result | 
No man on this | 


true. 
reported by General Canby. 
floor has dared to attack the fairness of ft. 
[rue, a few sneaks hung round the doors of 
the Reconstruction Committee room, and whis- 
pered calumnies into the ears of such members 


count of the friends they have “at court,” or the 
diligence with which they move their suit, is plainly 
unwise and manifestly unjust; it tends largely to 
aggravate the irritation already existing. The two 
hundred men whose disabilities are in this way re- 
moved are not thereby rendered any more the 
friends of the Government than they were before. 
while all the other unrelieved find in this last act of 
unjust congressional discrimination a new cause of 
more substantial complaint, dislike, and bitterness. 
; It is useless longer to rely upon half measures. 
Sever the knot by one blow. Untie all hands by one 
word. Ifthis policy does not succeed, then no other 
can uilord any reasonable hope of a better result. I 
hopethat you will do all in your power to secure the 
success and early adoption of this policy. 

l remain, my dear sir, yours truly, 

H. H. WELLS. 

Colonel R. W. Hugnres 

hat letter, written by your defeated candi- 
date for Governor himself, as thorough a Rad- 
ical as any man on this floor, ought to be con- 
clusive against this bill. Indeed,as 1 said, the 
imposition of any conditions now such as this 
bill proposes is only a proclamation to the 
world of the Punic faith of Congress, a useless 
advertisement to all men and to all future gen- 
erations that your words, your pledges, your 
solemn acts were all false, and intended only 
to delude, cheat, and defraud. I hope those 
who vote for this bill will find an early oppor- 


tunity to reperuse—I judge it is familiar to 


|| most gentlemen on the other side—Macauley’s 


as they supposed would listen to them. They | 


triéd the old dodge of negro affidavits, but it 
was a failure. ‘he report of General Canby 
and the manly letter of Governor Wells, the 
Radical candidate, and the statement of all the 
decent men in the Radical ranks overwhelmed 
them. Even the respectable negroes repudiated 
them and came before the committee begging 
that the persecutions of Virginia should cease. 
As | have said some hard things about Gov- 
-rnor Wells heretofore on this floor in connec- 
tion with Virginia reconstruction, it gives me 
pleasure to read his letter, which, though printed 


Review of Machiavelli, and answer to himself 
whether the character there drawn of the 


Italian politician is not a faithful portraiture | 


of his own conduct. I don’t want any con- 
fession; his own conscience, if he has one, 
will respond to the picture. I am utterly 
unable to see what you expect to gain by the 
imposition of all your fundamental conditions. 

lt is a well-known fact that every member 
elected to the senate of Virginia, and all the 
members save two, one of whom had been a 
constable some thirty years ago and the other 
a magistrate before the war, can take the re- 
quired oath. ‘Their eligibility was carefully 


|| inquired into by General Canby before they 

| took their seats, and Virginia has plenty of 
g 

| young men who were mere school-boys before 


and on the desks of members, I presume but | 


few have taken the pains to notice. It reads 


thus: 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, December 10, 1869. 


My Dear Sir: I had hoped there would be, at the 
opening of Congress, no division of sentiment in 
Washington on thesubject of the immediate restora- 
tion of Virginia, and am surprised at what oceurre¢ 
before the Reconstruction Committee on yesterday. 

We have arrived, it seems to me, at a stage in the 
work of reconstruction when it is utterly idle to at- 


|| party in power. 


tempt the correction of any evil which may exist | 
here by a longer denial of Federal representation to | 


the State. No Conservative or Democrat will be 
made a Republican; no bitterness will be assuaged ; 
no ostracism be abated; nor any spirit of amnesty 
be encouraged or oblivion for the past be secured by 
either an exclusion of the State or individuals from 
any of the rights which belong to the most favored 
of States or citizens, Whethersuch desirable results 
were ever likely to be secured by test-oaths and dis- 
franchisements or not it is certain they can have no 
such operation from this time forward. 

_ Ifwe are ever to secure prosperity in our material 
interests, harmony in our social relations, or justice 
and equality in political rights and privileges, it 
must be done by such a universal act of notable am- 
nesty as deprives every man of the last vestige of 
excuse for inflicting injustice upon others in retalia- 


tion for wrongs or political disabilities suffered by | 


himself. One may doubt the issue, or even believe 
that sucha measure of liberality will fail of any 
happy results ; still it is the only refuge now left, 
and wise men ought not to hesitate about making the 
trial. It should be done, too, in no ungracious spirit, 
but fully, freely, and with the broadest generosity. 
It is idle to fiud fault with or cavil at the means or 
way by which we have been brought to this con- 
dition. Itis entirely immaterial how the Republican 
party was defeated, nor shall we be likely to contem- 
plate its overthrow more graciously by longer in- 
dulging in animosity, bitterness, or recrimination 
[ sincerely hope that Virginia may be restored before 
the week ends without a single dissenting vote: 
that before the Christmas holidays, by one single act 
of amnesty, the disabilities of every citizen of this 
Commonwealth may be removed. The policy of 
selecting here and there individuals for relief not 
because of their superior claims, but rather on ac- 


the war to fill every office in the State, and 
their numbers areincreasing every day. Under 


; such circumstances it is not only mere folly— 


| 


it is worse, it is a gross blunder—for the Radi- 
cal party to inaugurate in Virginia a policy 
which, by its unjust and oppressive discrimina- 
tion, makes a whole people feel that they are 
harshly, unjustly, and falsely dealt with by the 
i Congress, of course, ean pass 
laws to enforce the fourteenth amendment, but 
they must be laws applicable to all the people 
and all the States alike. It cannot pass one 
law for Massachusetts and another for Virginia 
upon the same subject, and make it an offense 
for a citizen of Virginia to do an act which a 
citizen of New Eng!and may do with impunity. 
It can only punish men who hold office, not 
impose test-oathsin advance. Yetthatis what 
this bill proposes. Itimposes conditions on and 
exacts oaths from those elected to office in Vir- 
ginia in all time to come which are not imposed 
on and cannot be imposed upon the citizens of 
apy other State. Such legislation is void. 

Y our bill also seeks to prevent changes in re- 
gard to suffrage, sitting on juries, in the school 
tund, &c., from being made in all time to come. 
You all know that Congress has no right to 
impose any such conditions. Virginia will when 
restored have the same right to alter, amend, 
and change her constitution as any other State, 
and will be bound in all changes and alterations 
of it and in all laws passed under it to conform 
to the Constitution of the United States just 
as all the other States are bound, and Congress 
will possess just the same power over her as 
it does over New York, and will have the same 
right to exercise that authority under the pow- 
ers vested in it by the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, for it has no other legitimate power, 
whether these so-called fundamental conditions 
are retained in this bill or not. Congress cannot 
pass a law declaratory of the Constitution. What 
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is for the courtsto determine. When Virginia 
does any act which affects the rights of any 
citizen the courts are oper, and the constitu 
tionality of the act can be tested, for no lawyer 
will dispute that if not in conflict with the 
constitutions of the United States and the State 
the Legislature of Virginia may pass any act 
it pleases, and Congress has no right to inter- 
fere, and cannot make any bargain with the 
present Legislature of Virginia or put any act 
oa its own statute-book which will prevent any 
future Legislature in Virginia from exercising 
all proper constitutional power in passing laws, 
in altering and amending the State constitutior 
which any other State possesses. But as | 
said, [ will not argue this question; [| simply 
rose to state my objections to the bill and the 
reason why I would vote for the substitute; and 
having done that much, I will yield fifteen 
minutes of my remaining time to my colleague 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Wincnester. | 

Mr. WINCHESTER addressed the House. 
[His remarks will be published in the Appen- 
dix. ] 

Mr. BECK. I now yield fifteen minutes to 
the gentleman from New York, {[ Mr. Porrer. 

Mr. POTTER. Ido not yield, Mr. Speaker, 
to any gentleman of this House in earnest 
desire that Virginia should be restored to per 
fect equality with her sister States, and be ad 
mitted to that representation in the national 
councils, to which I regard her as so well 
entitled. 

But, sir, there are difficulties about the bill 
reported by the Committee on Reconstruction 
which I have not, for my part, been able to 
overcome. It is not proposed by this bill that 
Virginia shall come in on a footing of absolut 
equality with the other States. On the con 
trary, her admission is to be clogged with con 
ditions. She is to enter the Union—a Union 
which but for her assent would never have 
existed ; a Union a large part of whose richest 
domain is formed out of territory that she gave 
to it—she is to enter this Union fettered and 
bound. And why is this? I know, sir, that 
itis claimed that the first of the conditions 
prescribed by this bill correspond to the condi 
tions authorized by the fourteenth amendment 
to the Constitution. But the provisions of that 
amendment, as has been justly said by the gen 
tleman from Ohio, cannot operate of their ow: 
force, but only through legislation by Congres 
But Congress has never seen fit to pass any 
general law to make these provisions operative. 
Why, then, should it pass a law making them 
especially and peculiarly operative upon Vir 
ginia? Special legislation in respect of Gn 
of a class is dangerous, unequal, and subject t: 
abuse; it requires, or should at least require, 
cogent reasons to justify it atall. But her 
sir, | am at a loss to see any reason whatever 
calling for such legislation. 

To be sure, we have been told that the pe 
ple of Virginia are not loyal. And we 
told this in the same breath which declares, a 
does the preamble of this bill, that they have 
complied in good faith with every condition 
imposed by Congress as a prerequisite to their 
admission. Still we are told, I say, that they 
are not loyal, and without these conditions are 
not to be trusted. But what evidence is there 
of this? Virginia is orderly, Virginiais peace 
able, Virginia is submissive. ‘he mother otf 
States, she stands here humbly at the door 
having complied with every condition and 
faithfully taken every step required of her b 
Congress—stands here humbly at the doo 
asking only for that representation which sli 
has been promised and to which I have no! 
heard it pretended that she is not entitled 

In all the Legislature of that State but tw 
persons have been elected who would be 
able to take the oath required by this bi 
One of these persons was elected thirty years ago 
to be a constable, the other several years ago 
was elected to be a magistrate; and of thes 


are 


| two, both chosen to the lower house, both 
| is constitutional and what is in conflict with it |} chosen in ignorance of their disability, one 
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has never applied for his certificate of election 
at all; the other upon applying for his certifi- 
cate was refused. Surely, sir, there is nothing 
in these facts to furnish any justification for 
imposing upon Virginia the conditions of this 
bill, but the contrary. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] 
did indeed tell us that there were—I think he 
said sixty or seventy—State judicial officers to 
be chosen, and that among the candidates for 
these positions were men who could not take 
the oath prescribed by this bill. But what of 
that, sir? There is nothing in the past of Vir- 
ginia to indicate that such candidates would, 
as he declared, be certainly elected. And what 
of it, sir, even if they should be? What rea- 
son is there for assuming that men who had 
taken an oath to support the Constitution as it 
was before the war, and then taken part in 
the rebellion, would be now less faithful to 
the Constitution as it is than the men who took 
part in the rebellion without having taken that 
oath ? 

Irom the establishment of the Constitution 
down to the war there had been differences 
about the construction and disputes about the 
obligations of the Constitution. The Virgin- 
ians believed it should have one interpreta- 
tion; we of the North believed it should have 
another. Unable to convince each other by 
argument, the sections undertook to subdue 
each other by force, that ultima ratio regum. 
In that discussion we have prevailed ; to that 
argument the people of Virginia have submit- 
ted. Unable to establish the form of govern- 
inent they believed in, they have submitted to 
the form of government we have established ; 
have not only submitted, but have complied 
with every condition and met every obligation 
which Congress has prescribed. To assume 
that they will not do this hereafter ; to assume 
that men who held office and then fought are 
now less honest in their submission, or less 
likely to maintain the faith they are now pre- 
pared to plight than men who had never held 
office and yet fought, seems to me to be an 
assumption without warrant and without cause. 

Doubtless these people of Virginia were 
lionest in their convictions before the war, 
doubtless they were wrong; but that those of 
the people who before the war had taken an 
oath to support the Federal Constitution con- 
itrued that Constitution differently from their 
neighbors, or felt themselves to be under dif- 
ferent obligations in respect of it, cannot, I 
think, be maintained. And if this be so, then 
the first condition of this bill is without reason, 
unnecessary, uncalled for, and offensive. 

As regards the second condition, which 
provides that in certain respects the constitu- 
tion of Virginia shall never be changed, I 
agree with my colleague from New York that 
it is both unconstitutional and nugatory. 

Mr. Speaker, to make a people truly loyal 
they must be treated justly, considerately, 
kindly. No man can be made to love a gov- 
ernment which abuses and oppresses him, and 
no man ought to love such a government. 
‘rom the time of Pharoah to the time of 
Grant oppression has been tried as a means of 
making really loyal citizens, and has failed to 
inake them. Indeed, it always will fail; and 
if that fundamental doctrine of our people, that 
all just powers of government depend upon the 
consent of the governed, is a sound doctrine, 
it always ought to fail. 

Since this Government was established no 
party ever had such an opportunity as the 
Republican party. It had directed the forces 
with which the people had put down the rebel- 
lion, It had thus absorbed the credit which 
belonged so largely to the Democratic masses 
in the rank ani tile of the Army. It need only 
to have treated the South with a wise mag- 


$e 


| 
| 
| 


nanimity and generous conlidence, to have won | 
their hearts and their devotion ; to have saved | 1 
| around her. The attitude of the Republican || had complied with each and every condition- 
| party and the position they occupy to-day are, | precedent fixed by the Congress of the United 
control of the country by the willing votes of |! | think, forcibly illustrated in the following |! States, and was therefore in a condition under 


the Union as it was and the Constitution as 
our fathers gave it; and to have wielded the 











| 
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| a majority of this whole people forthe rest of this || 


eneration. But, pray, howis it now, sir? The | 


| South, outragedand distrustful, sullenly submits 
| to what it cannot avoid, without confidence in 
| the present or hope in the future. Congress 

constructs and reconstructs and again re-recon- 

structs; makes promises which it hesitates to 
_ keep, and after every performance imposes new 
|and harder conditions; like Pharoah, more 
unwilling each day to let the people go free ; 
| while instead of the Union of our fathers and 
| that blessed Constitution under which these 
| States were so long and so prosperously bound 
together, we have a system of consolidated and 
centralized government in which the States of 
the Union are being degraded to be provinces ; 
to be henceforth, as the gentleman from Wis- 
consin declared, ‘‘ little more than counties.’’ 
| Sir, if this is to be the result of the war, I 
submit that the war was hardly worth the hav- 
ing. 


fought, nor in giving us instead something bet- 
ter than that which we tried to save. 

I know the gentleman from Wisconsin tells 
us that it will be for those who live after us to 
decide whether this consolidated and central- 
ized Government is or is not better than the 
system of limited and localized government 
which our fathers established. Alas! I think 
that this can even now be decided. Every day, 
as it seems to me, now testifies to their wisdom 
and to ourfolly. Every day indicates how much 
| better and happier the people were under their 
limited and localized system of government 
than under the consolidated and centralized 
system which is replacing it. ‘The vast growth 
and natural advantages of the country have, in- 
' deed, made us richer and more powerful than 
ever before ; butare we wiser, better, or happier 
than our fathers? Are the masses more con- 
tent; are rights more secure; the laws more 
wisely framed or better administered ; our coun- 
try more respected for its virtues abroad or 
more cherished at home, than in the days of 
our fathers? Ah, sir, who of us does not real- 
ize the contrary! Throughout ten States of 





out the heart and the confidence of the people; 
while throughout the rest of the land specula- 


| vail. 
| No, Mr. Speaker; let us deal justly; nay, 


Virginia. Let us welcome back the motherof 
| States as the equal, the unconditional equal in 
all respects of her sisters; and, recalling all 





| her presence for juster and for better days. 

Mr. BECK. I now yield three minutes to 
thegentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. St1Lks, | 
and will afterward give the rest of my time to 

the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Brneuam. ] 
Mr. STILES. Mr. Speaker, under the rules 
here, arbitrary, perhaps, I am allowed but 
three minutes in the debate upon this import- 
ant bill. The Radical party, under its then 
distinguished leader, Mr. Thaddeus Stevens, 
in the Thirty-Seventh Congress, passed a law 
dividing the State of Virginia. Against that 
unlawful and unconstitutional measure I then 
voted; and I am here, sir, to-day to vote for 
the constitutional admission of the remaining 
ortion of that ancient Commonwealth. The 
tadical party was not then divided ; but hap- 
| pily for the country we find it divided to-day, 
the distinguished gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Biycuam ] leading one part of this faction and 


1 the distinguished gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 


| Farnswortu] another portion of it. In this 
condition of this divided family there is some 
hope for the nation and for the liberties of the 


people. The one class say that Virginia should |} 


| 


be admitted without condition; the other that 
she should be admitted with shackles upon and 


If this is to be its result, then it neither | 
succeeded in saving that for which the people | 


this Union the bayonet and the test-oath crush | 


tion, extravagance, disregard of the rights of | 
| others, disrespect of law, and corruption pre- | 


the great memories of her past, let us hope with | 


| 





even if it be so considered, generously with || 





eee 


| 
i} 


lines of a distinguished poet with referenc 
ae e 

another distinguished poet: a 
“Lord o’er the greatest, to the least a sl 

Half weak, half strong, half timid, and half brave: 

To take compliment of too much pride, ms 

And yet most hurt when praises were denied. 

Thou art so deep discerning, and yet so blind 

So learned, so ignorant, and yet sokind: 

So good, so bad, so foolish, and so wise, 

By turns I love thee and by turns despise. 

{ Laughter. ] 

I shall vote for the unconditional admissioy 
of ae: 
_Mr. WOOD. I gave notice on the introduc. 
tion of this bill that I should move to strike 
out all after the first section. I now withdraw 
that amendment, intending as I do to support 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Brycnaq. ] : 

Mr. BINGHAM. [I now yield ten minutes 
of my time to the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Locay. ] 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. Speaker, I am sorry to 


trouble the House on this question again, and 


|| I certainly should not do so were it not for the 


fact that some of my friends seem disposed, for 
some reason or other unknown to myself, to 
place me in a position where I have not placed 
myself. I cannot sympathize with some of the 
remarks which have been made in regard to 
Virginia, that she ought to be admitted be. 
cause she is the ‘*‘Old Dominion,’’ or because 
she has been in the past history of the Govern- 
ment prolific in statesmen or warriors; nor do 
I wish to admit her because of her present 
weakness and her failure in past years to pro- 
duce any marked statesmen or warriors. lam 
for the admission of Virginia upon a very dif- 
ferent ground. Nor, sir, do I desire to call to 
my aid any of the blood shed on either side in 
the unfortunate controversy which has just 
| been closed, although I might speak from as 
extended an experience as some other gentle- 
' men upon this floor, especially the gentleman 
from New York {Mr. Warp] who extended so 
| little courtesy to me when he occupied the 
| floor. 

Having only ten minutes, [ have no time to 
discuss this great question of the constitutional 
rights of the Government and the States. | 
shall not therefore attempt to enter into any 
elaborate discussion of the power of Congress 
to reach out its arm over and above a State. 
I believe that Congress has the power to aflix 
_ certain conditions to the admission of a State 
into the Union. I believe it has the power to 
' do that; but while I admit that it has the power, 
| I say there are times when we should ask our- 
selves this question, whether it is proper to do 
so or not? 

Now, sir, I intend to vote for the joint reso- 








| lution for the admission of Virginia to repre- 


sentation in Congress submitted by the gen- 
/tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Brinyeuam,] which 
imposes no further conditions. If I cannot get 
that, then I will take the next best thing for the 
| purpose of accomplishing heradmission. Why 
| dol dothis? Ido it not because I have any 
| hatred rankling in my bosom against any man 
| upon the face of the earth, and not because | 
have any love or admiration for any one above 
or beneath the earth. It is not for any such 
/ reason; but because the honor of this House 
and this nation is pledged to the admission o! 
| the State of Virginia on the proposition as pre- 
| sented ee gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Brvc- 
|HAM.] Mr. Speaker, we passed a bill through 
this Congress proposing conditions for the ad- 
| mission of Virginia into the Union. We passed 
| alawin which those conditions were specifically 
| set forth. The time for the election in the State 
| of Virginia was postponed for certain reasons ; 
but it was finally held, and she complied with 
| those conditions, every one of them, one after 
the other, as proposed by the Congress of the 
United States. hen we assembled here the 
| President notified us by message that Virginia 
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that law to be admitted into the Union again. 
This is the record we have made as Congress. 
Now, I ask whether it is honorable in us to 
stand up here and take back all that we have 
said, and to say to Virginia that although she 
has complied with all the conditions imposed 
by us she must comply with other conditions 
before she shall be admitted ? 

Mr. WARD. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Illinois whether he attaches any import- 


given by them or guarantees taken from them 
that slavery should not only be and remain 
dead, but that freegom should in deed and in 
truth exist and live in its place. 

I believe the Government, now and since the 


| war ruled by the Republican party, would have 


ance to the seventh section of that law, which | 


provides that all theacts of Virginia shall come 
again under the approval of Congress before 
she shall be admitted as a State into the Union? 
Does not that law clearly indicate that her 
admission into the Union shall be dependent 
upon the consent of Congress? Does the gen- 
tleman attach any importance to that section? 

Mr. LOGAN. Ido. But what importance? 
It may be great or small. The conditions which 
we imposed upon Virginia she has complied 
with. 


It is a question now whether Congress will | 


do what it said it would do or not. It is a 
question whether the representatives of the 
people are honorable men or not. And while 
you denounce the people of Virginia—perhaps 
they deserve it; I am not contending that they 
do not—and are expressing your fears that 
they will not act in good faith, I ask, how is 
itwith yourselves ; are you acting in good faith 
with Virginia now? You presume they will act 
as we are attempting to act now, that isin such 
a manner as will reflect discredit and dishonor 
on them. 


If President Grant, since he sent down his | 


annual message to Congress, has ascertained 
any good reason why Virginia should not be 


admitted and will say so, then I will say, let | 


the question be reconsidered. But if she has 
done no worse since we affixed these condi- 
tions to her reconstruction than she did before 
we agreed that she should come into the Union 
on certain conditions, and our honor is pledged 


that this shall be carried out, our pledged faith | 


should be faithfully observed, even though it was 
to aset of men who had been in rebellion against 


long since arrived at this agreement with my 
countrymen of the late rebellion had it not 
been for the unhallowed ambition of one who 
desired for his own selfish purposes to revive 
and restore to power the very party that had fos- 
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tered and cherished the principles that plunged | 


the country in civil war. 
This Mr. Johnson aimed to do by appealing 


| to old Democratic party pride and the general | 





the Government that the pledge was given. | 


If you are not bound to keep faith with rebels 
you should make no contract with rebels. I 


their political disabilities, while other gentle- 


have frequently done so. 
_ Mr. WARD. =I have not done so ina single 
instance. 

Mr. LOGAN. I did not allude to the gen 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Warp.] If that 
gentleman has not voted for such measures 
other gentlemen have done so. I have abstained 
from supporting such measures; but if I make 
a contract with a rebel I stand by it. We made 
a contract with these people in Virginia know- 
ing them to be rebels; and whatever may be 
their conduct, let us be honest and not violate 
the obligations which in that contract we 
undertook. 

Mr. BINGHAM resumed the floor. 

Mr. LOGAN. I should have said that I was 


to have given a few minutes of my time to the | 


gentleman from Tennessee, { Mr. T1Lumay. ] 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have no objection to that 
arrangement. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to 
say only a few words declaring my position on 
the long-agitated subject of reconstruction. 
Born and raised in one of the rebellious slave 


prejudice of the whites against the blacks. 


| Itis needless now to dwell upon this past | 
struggle between the Congress of the United 


States, representing the great Republican party, 


|| composed of all men who loved the Union and 


freedom above party, on the one hand, and An- 
drew Johnson, representing all those who, 
though lovers of the Union after a fashion, loved 
party, section or slavery more. Suffice it to 


say the party that saved the Union and abol- | 


ished slavery has ever since, as I understand 
it, been laboring to establish equal liberty for 
all as the ultimatum and consummation of the 
great work of the war. 

The thirteenth, fourteenth, and 
amendments were proposed to this end; the 


fifteenth || 


first two of which have been ratified, leaving, | 
as I conceive, nothing more to be insisted upon | 
but the ratification of the last, which when also | 
ratified the Republican party should at once | 
and gladly remove all restrictions or disabilities | 


from the ex-rebels. 
As the people of Virginia have ratified the 
fifteenth amendment I shall vote for the admis- 


sion of her Representatives into this House, and || 


will also vote for the admission of any and all 
other States who have done or may do the like. 

It may be said by Republicans she has not 
done so in good faith, and it may be said by 
Democrats she had to do it under duress, and 
that it isnotvalid. ‘othe first, my own party, 
I say, ‘‘ Let us not judge too harshly. The 
Scriptures say, ‘Judge not, lest ye be judged.’ ”’ 

To the latter I say no matter whether these 


| assurances have been given or taken under | 
may say that I have never, except in one in- || 
stance, voted for measures releasing men of | 


duress or not they are in the interests of the 
Union and equal rights for all, and can never 


| be gone back upon by any party and that party 
men who have discountenanced my conduct || 


lh, 2 cc amewe 


live in free America. 


tp the work of reconstruction upon the ulti- 
matum of equal rights for all, imbedded in the 


| Federal Constitution. 


I would then have the Republican party 
announce its readiness to remove at once and 
by a general law the disabilities of all in each 
and every State which has ratified or may ratify 


|| the fifteenth amendment. 


My opinion is that if the Republican party 
cannot live and perpetuate its rule upon this 
platform it can do it in no other civil way. 

Both parties to the late great war are travel- 
ing further and further from the great fields of 


'| strife and death, yet mingling, intermingling 


and communing together the further they 
recede from the carnage of the past. ‘This 
process will and should, as I conceive, make 


|as great a peace and liberty party marching 


[ came on here last February, I claim to have | 
the interest of my section and of the whole || 
country as much at heart as any other man. I | 


have alwaysregarded slavery as the great cause 
of the war, and that when it should be entirely 
removed by giving equality before the law to 
the former slave — colored man, then we 
should enter apon an era of peace and pros- 
perity. All that I have desired to see required 
of my vanquished section were assurances to be 


from the battle-fields as the march to those 
fields made the great war and victorious party. 
If all Republicans will act together on this 


| principle we shall be a unit ourselves and 


" : | draw many Democrats after us. 
States, and never outside of their limits until || 


If we do not, 
it is evident we shall have a division, ending 
perhaps in our overthrow. 

I appreciate and understand the argument 
and fear of my Republican friends, who say 
that Union men of the South will be and are 
badly treated and abused by the reconstructed. 
This, I regret to say, I believe is true as to 
the spirit of a good many of the reconstructed, 
but I do believe there is now a much larger 


| It least that is my faith, | 
and lam not only willing but anxious to close | 


[ believe this latter class, by the course 
I have suggested, would be increased in num- 
| bers and become protectors of the colored 
Unionists, instead of as heretofore mere silent 
spectators of their sufferings. At any rate, if 
| we put the laboring oar into the hands of our 
southern brethren upon the ratification of the 
fifteenth amendment we then relieve the Fed 
eral Government, the carpet-baggers, and us 
scalawags of preserving the peace, law, order, 
life, and property in the late rebel States, and 
if the reconstructed should fail to justify their 
promises, then it would be their failure and 
not ours, and Republicanism become triumph 
ant in the South in numbers as well as in 
name. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask the 
| attention of the House to the fact that the 
| amendment which I rise to urge upon the con- 
sideration of the House is not an amendment 
originating with me, nor any part of it. I say 
this to disabuse the minds of gentlemen who 
may for a moment entertain the thought that | 
have any personal pride in the substitution of 
the amendment which I propose for the bill 
offered by the committee. The amendment 
as I have presented it to the House was here 
tofore introduced by the honorable gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Farnswortu,] who this 
day represents the Committee on Reconstruc- 
tion. The same amendment which I| press 
upon the consideration of the House, if I may 
be allowed to allude to the fact without any 
violation of parliamentary rule, is pending in 
another deliberative Chamber, and was ap- 
proved by every member of a committee of 
that body save one. 

Mr. Speaker, for the first time in my public 
service here, now numbering many years, | 
| deem it my duty to appeal to the representa- 
| tives of the people in behalf of the party with 
which I have been associated and still stand 
associated, a party which, in my judgment, has 
the honor recorded and beyond the reach of 
accident of having saved the Republic from 
| dismembermentand the Constitution from over 

throw. I ask the great party of the people, the 
| party of the Union and of the Constitution, to 
remember, in passing upon the issue joined 
this day between myself and the Reconstruc 
tion Committee, the words under which we 
conquered during the last seven years of un 
matched trial in the history of the United 
States. I ask gentlemen to consider that 
equality before the law, equality of men and 
States before the law, was the watchword, the 
central, informing, vital thought of the Repub- 
lican party. I ask gentlemen to consider 
when they come to pass upon this issue, whethe: 
the substitute proposed shall be accepted or 
rejected, that it involves directly the question 
whether we shall hereafter have in this country 
| vassal States and vassal men by force of a law 
of Congress. 
Sir, if the bill of the committee were to have 
the force of law my right hand should forget its 
| cunning and my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth before it ever received my support. 
| But, sir, it so happens that by force of the first 
| clause of the first section of this bill, supported 
| and sustained by the Constitution of the Uni 
ted States, (in the event of its passage,) all 
I object to and seek to strike out must be 
as void as the paper on which it is printed. 
That being the case, Mr. Speaker, if it pleases 
the good friends with whom it has been my 
privilege so long to act in concert to reject my 
proposed amendment and to force us to a vote 
| on the question whether Virginia, the mother 
| of dead heroes and dead patriots and dead 
| statesmen, and the mother as well, thank God! 
of a living constitution. shall be represented 
| in the Congress of the United States with the 
| offensive conditions annexed, I shall vote ay. 
[ven on such conditions, | say let the State 
come in, and let those who have undertaken 
to put fetters upon her in violation ol the Con- 





body opposed to any violence or abuse of || stitution stand responsible for that impotent 


Union men than heretofore. 


' endeavor. I wash my hands of it. 
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And now, sir, to the statement of the ques- 
tion. Following the example set me elsewhere, 
following the example set me by the honorable 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farnsworrn, | I 
{ have offered as a substitute for the bill of the 
committee a simple provision, that all after the 
enacting clause be struck out and the words 
inserted instead ‘* That the State of Virginia is 
entitled to representation in the Congress of 
the United States.’’ If the State occupies such 
a menacing position toward the country as to 
make it dangerous to the public peace to restore 
her, then I would deem it my duty and the 
duty of this House to say she shall not be repre- 
sented in Congress. We have charged the 
ixecutive of the United States with the duty 
of enforcing the laws of reconstruction in the 
State of Virginia as well as elsewhere. He has 
discharged the delicate trust, [ undertake to 
say, with fidelity. He has announced his judg- 
ment on the question whether Virginia is occu- 
pying to-day a position toward the country, its 
Constitution, and its laws which entitles it to 
representation in the Congress of the United 
States. He has placed, Mr. Speaker, in his 
message an argument for the substitute which 
I have offered. 

‘he amendment which I propose but reflects 
the recommendation of the Executive. I am 


not to be taunted by any man for referring in | 
'| United States. 


respectful terms to the recommendation of the 
President of the United States. He is the 
chosen of the people. 
officer of your laws of reconstruction. The 
Constitution has clothed him with the power 
and enjoined upon him as well the duty to 


recommend from time to time to the Congress | 


of the United States such measures as he may 
deem necessary to the public welfare. Here, 
sir, is his recommendation. 
to the suggestion that Virginia ought not to be 
udmitted to representation in the Congress of 
the United States. The language of the Pres- 
ident in his message is this: 

“Tn Virginia the eleetion took place on the 6th of 
july, 1869. ‘The Governor and Lieutenant Governor 
cleeted have been installed, The Legislature met and 
lid all required by this resolution [the joint resolu- 
tion of Congress of April last! and by all the recon- 


struction acta of Congress, and abstained from all 
doubtful authority.” 


‘+ Did all required by the joint resolution of 


1869, and all required by all the reconstruction | 


acts,and abstained from all doubtful authority.”’ 
lhatis what the President tells you; and he 
then says: 

‘‘T recommend that her Senators and Represent- 
atives be prometiy admitted to their seats, and that 
the State be fully restored to its place in the family 
of States, 

Now, if you admit Virginia to representation 
in Congress without these limitations imposed 
or attempted to be imposed by this bill you 
will carry out to the letter and in its spirit the 
recommendation of the President. On the 
other hand, if you admit Virginia to represent- 
ation in Congress, subject to the limitations 
and restrictions reported by the Committee on 
Reconstruction in this bill you do not admit 


her to her equal place in the family of States. | 
Mr. Speaker, by this bill we undertake in | 


the first place to impose upon Virginia a test- 
oath for her officials which Congress never 
attempted to impose upon any other State 
whatever. Gentlemen have referred to the act 
of 1868, providing for the admission of the two 
Carolinas, of Georgia, Florida, Alabama, and 
Louisiana. Sir, the advocates of this bill will 
look in vain in the provisions of that act for 
any such limitations upon the constitutional 
right of either of those States as are contained 
in the fundamental conditions reported by the 
Committee on Reconstruction. 

I do not know for what purpose the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Warp] referred to 
the State of Tennessee and saw fit to make 
mention of my name inthat connection. Sir, 
it has been my good fortune, as one of the 
Representatives of the people, to report to Con- 
gress every bill for the admission of all the 
States lately in insurrection that have thus far 


He is the executive | 


It is an answer | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


been restored to representation in the Union 
saveone. ‘lennessee was the first. There was 
no such fundamental condition required of her. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Warp] 
referred to the provisions of the act of June 


| 25, 1868, which required the States of North 


Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, Georgia, 
Alabama, and Louisiana, as a condition-pre- 
cedent to representation in Congress, to ratify 
the fourteenth article of amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. 
furnishes no precedent for this attempted legis- 


lation, for the simple reason that upon the day | 


that bill was reported to this House, and upon 
the day it was passed, the fourteenth article of 
amendment was a part of the Constitution of 


the United States by the sovereign act of the | 


| people of the United States. That was a con- 


dition, therefore, to which no objection could 


| be made; for whether those States ratified or 


refused to ratify the fourteenth amendment it 
remained a part of the Constitution. The only 
intent and object of that provision in the act 
of 1868 was thereby to obtain assurance, by 
the solemn act of the people of those States, 


of their disposition to abide by not only the 
| Constitution as it stood when they went into 
| armed revolt against its supremacy, but the 











| and the earth? 


| Constitution as it had been since amended by 


the sovereign act of the loyal people of the 


Now, having said this in regard to past legis- 
lation, I ask the House to bear with me while 
I attempt to demonstrate that these funda- 
mental conditions have no foundation in the 


| Constitution and no precedent in the past his- 
| tory of this country. 


I refer, first, to the lan- 
guage of the bill imposing an oath of office 
upon the officials of the State of Virginia. ‘The 
language of this condition is: 


_ “No person shall hold any office, civil, or military, 
in said State whos hall nothavetaken and subscribed 


| one of the following oaths or affirmations,’’ &c. 


Sir, it does not require a lawyer to know that 
the express language of this fundamental con- 
dition is retroactive; [ will not waste words 
upon it. I say there is not a sensible man in 
America, whose intellect is not darkened by 
passion or prejudice, but will assent to my 
proposition, that the language of this funda- 
mental condition is necessarily retroactive. It 


operates upon every State-ofticial in Virginia, | 


it disqualifies every State official in Virginia, 


|| for the simple reason that there is no man in 
| Virginia, no State official in Virginia, or in any 
| other State of this Union, that ever took that 
Under this provision he cannot hold his | 


oath. 
office. You admit the State and then disor- 
ganize its organized government. 

Mr. Speaker, to complete and crown this 
folly the bill provides State officials by act of 
Congress for a State in the Union and after 
it is admitted to representation. When was 
such folly ever before attempted to be enacted 
into the form of law since God made the heavens 
First you turn out every State 
official in Virginia and admit the State to rep- 
resentation in Congress. You then propose 
to conclude the farce by providing, as a further 
fundamental condition— 


That all persons who shall at the time when said 
constitution shall take effect hold or exercise the 
functions of any executive, administrative, or judi- 
cial office in said State by the eens or author- 
ity of the district commander shall continue to dis- 
charge the duties of their respective offices until their 
successors, or those upon whom such duties shall 
under said constitution devolve, are duly chosen or 
appointed and qualified. 


Where does that find any parallel in your 
legislation? To continue officials, executive, 
administrative, and judicial, in the State of 
Virginia appointed by a military commander 
under a former act of Congress, and allow them 
to exercise the functions of their offices in the 
State of Virginia after she shall have been ad- 
mitted to representation in the Congress of the 
United States, and in the mean time strip the 
State of the Legislature altogether. There is 


not a member of the Virginia Legislature that 
ever took the oath required by this bill, for the 


Sir, that | 
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reason that the oath had never been prescribed 
I said before, and I repeat now, that nota mem. 
ber of any Legislature of any State of this 
Union ever took that oath, and for the same 
reason. Why demand it of Virginia and not 
of every State? Why enforce this limitation 
on Virginia, and sanction the violation in that 
behalf of the fourteenth amendment in every 
| other State of the Union? 

Is this restoring Virginia to her equal place 
in the Union as the President has recommended 
and as the Constitution enjoins upon us, if wo 
restore her at all? The time-honored language 
| of congressional enactments admitting States 
| has always recited that the State is admitted 
| as a State of the Union upon an equal footing 
| with the other States, subject only, of course, 
| to the limitations of the Constitution of the 
| 
| 


United States. All the fundamental conditions 
applied to the admission of new States had 


| their origin in the text of the Constitution, the 
'| provisions of which apply equally to origina! 


'and new States, save that condition in re. 
gard to slavery and the slave trade, with ref. 
| erence to which the Constitution, before the 
| late amendments, expressly placed the original 

| States on a different footing from those which 

| might subsequently enter the Union. On the 

| importation of slaves until the year 1808 the 

| words of the original Constitution were, ‘‘the 
| importation of such persons as any of the States 

| now existing shall see proper to admit shal! 

| not be prohibited,’’ &e. 

| I cannot follow the subject; I state the fact; 

| it is a fact well understood by every intelligent 

_man in the United States. It is therefore not 

_ needful to argue it. 

: Here, then, is a State to be admitted to rep- 
resentation, but not on an equal footing with 
any other State. Here is a State for which 
you provide officials after she shall have been 

| admitted to representation by act of Congress. 
| Here is a State which you admit to represent: 
ation in Congress, while you at the same moment 
by your act, ifit were operative,deprive the State 
of every legislative official that it has in exist: 
| ence, for the simple reason that those officials 
| have not taken an oath which had not been 
| prescribed for them. Is not this imitating the 
bad example of Caligula, who wrote his law 
on tablets of brass and hung them up °9 high 
that those who were required to obey them 
|| could never know what they were ? 

'| Sir, such a provision cannot be enforced. |: 

'| isin vain that gentlemen talk about the absence 

_ of penalenactments. Nopenal enactment can 

_cure the defect. The moment you insert in 
this bill a provision of that kind you drag the 
whole enactment before the judicial tribunals 

| of the United States, and then I rather think 

you would have a reckoning not at all to the 

_ advantage of the Republican party. It is quite 
foreign, I think, to the duty of the Representa- 

| tives of the people to put provisions re 

| interpretation and decision into acts of recon- 
struction. Neither, in my judgment, should 

_ such provisions be inserted in acts admitting to 

|| representation in Congress States which were 
hitherto of the original States of the Union, or 
admitting into the Union new States organize: 

| within any of the Territories of the United 
States. ‘The act of Congress in all such cases 
ought to be final and conclusive, and such fina! 

' and conclusive legislation ought to be within 

| the letter and spirit of the Constitution of the 
United States. Aboveall, sir, such legislation 
should be so just as to secure and retain the 
support of the people of the United States. It 

_ cannot be just when it subjects a State to con- 
ditions not warranted by the Constitution and 

_ which we dare not impose on any other State. 

Gentlemen say that we might enforce the four- 
teenth article of the amendments of the Consti- 
tution by general law in all the States. I agree 

that you might. But you cannot enforce it by 
vacating all the legislative assemblies of all the 
States, by getting up a bill and providing that 
no legislative, executive, or judicial officer o! 
' any State shall continue to hold office after the 
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nassage of this act unless he shall have taken 
i | subscribed an oath the rein first prescribed. 
You are merely providing by this provision, 
and it is so understood doubtless by the com- 
mittee that framed it, that those who have not 
taken that oath are not qualhed to be State 
afiaial That is not enforcing the fourteenth 
amendment Every one knows that if you un- 
dertake to enforce the fourteenth amendment 


iw a penal enactment, which would be the efti- 


OUIClalo- 


wnt mode for its enforcement, the provision 
st operate prospectively and expressly pro- 
le in substance as follows: 

‘That no person shall hereafter enter upon or en- 

» the privileges or emoluments of any office what 

erin any State of this Union after the passage of 
this act who shall not first take” 

Not ‘‘ who shall have heretofore taken ’’— 

“Who shall not first take and subscribe the follow- 
ing oath,” 
upon penalties prescribe d. 

Such a bill as that would receive my support 
at any moment, and I think it ought to receive 
the support of the House. I make in this con- 
nection the further remark that there is not a 
narticle of evidence, and challenge any gentle- 
man to point me to such evidence, that there 
is in the Legislature of Virginia, as organized 
under the supervision of General Canby, a 

ingle member who is not as well qualified to 
hold that oflice under the fourteenth article of 
tied to hold his place here. 

| beg leave to say further that that veteran 
officer, faithful to his duty, excluded from the 

Legislature of Virgimiain its organization every 
man who could not swear he was not disquali- 
fied by the provisions of the fourteenth article 
of the amendments of the Constitution. Why, 
then, attempt to impose this oath? There is 
nothing for it to operate upon; why impose it? 
You say you will thereby protect the emanci- 
nated people of Virginia. I beg most respect- 
‘ully to say to the House that you cannot pro- 
tectanyhody by legislation that isnot authorized 
by the Constitution, but is in direct conflict 
with it, and therefore void. You propose this. 
You, the party of liberty and justice, attempt 
to fasten fetters upon one State which you dare 
not impose and have no authority to impose 
upon other States; you attempt to provide that 
a State admitted to representation in the Con- 
gress of the United States shall be governed 
not by those elected by its citizens under their 
own laws, but by such oflicials as may be ap- 
pointed by act of Congress! It is your right 
and your duty to govern Virginia until she is 
reorganized under a republican form of gov- 
ernment satisfactory to the Congress of the 
United States, with just such officials as you 
deem right and proper; but your right to do 
sO passes away the moment you restore the 
State to its representation in the Congress of 
the United States and approve its reorganiza- 
tion under your acts ofreconstruction. | think 
[ have said enough on that point to satisfy the 
House that the condition as to the oath ought 
not to be adopted by the House. 

_Thave but one remark to make in connec- 
tion with what was said by my learned friend 
from New York [Mr. Porter] as to the enact- 
ment of special legislation for the purpose of 
enforcing a general provision of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. Even if in form the 
provision were all right; which it ig not; even 
if you amended the text of the bill to make it 
operate prospectively instead of retrospect- 
ively, the fact will still remain that you are 
enacting local legislation for the purpose of en- 
forcing the Constitution of the country only in 
one state. ‘T'here is no precedent for such legis- 
lation in our history, and there never ought to 
be. Pardon me, Representatives of the people, 
‘f I illustrate the force of what I say by asking 
you to consider what would be the effect if we 
were to-day to repeal our existing crimes acts, 
and in lieu thereof to enact a law defining and 
punishing perjury, defining and punishing mur- 
der, and defining the punishment of treason, 
and by the express terms of the law limit it to 


the territory of Virginia, and thereby license 
treason, license murder, and license perjury 
wherever else you had territory or wherever 
else you had States? 

The SPEAKER. 
expired. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Lhope the gentleman from 
Illinois will allow me to use his time a little 
further, and I shall have done. I do not think 
I shall want more than ten minutes. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Very well. [ will 
yield to the gentleman for ten minutes further. 

Mr. BINGHAM. ‘There is another provis- 
ion, however, Mr. Speaker, of this bill, and I 
thank the gentleman from Illinois for allowing 
me to eall the attention of the House to it, 
which I say, with all respect to every gentleman 


The gentleman’s time has 


within the hearing of my voice, has no sanction | 


either in the Constitution or right reason, and 


cannot be successfully defended by any man, | 


no matter what may be his capacity. I refer 
to the second section of the bill, which is a 
legislative declaration that the Legislature of 
Virginia has without the authority of law elected 
United States Senators, and then provides that 
by the act of Congress the election of the United 
States Senators unauthorized by law shall be as 
valid as though it had been authorized by law. 
That is the section. Mr. Speaker, who does 
not know that the election of United States Sen- 
ators does not fall within the powers of the Con- 
gress of the United States, that United States 
Senators cannot be elected by act of Congress? 
Who does not know as well that the question 
whether they are elected or not does not belong 
to the legislative power of the Congress of the 
United States? Who does not know that the 
question arose in the Senate touching the power 
of the Senate over this matter in a case com- 
ing, I believe, from the State represented so 
honorably and so well by the gentleman from 
Rhode Island, [Mr. Jencxes’] 
was made by Silas Wright, of New York, than 
whom a purer statesman never graced the sen- 
atorial Chesher: In that report he set forth 
in logic clear and strong and conclusive that 
by virtue of the provision in the Constitution 
that each House shall be the judge of the elee- 
tions and qualifications of its members no 
power on earth outside of the Senate could 


intervene to decide either question, to wit, the | 


question of the election of the Senator or the 
the question of his personal qualification upon 
his application for admission. The argument 


went so far, as one might readily anticipate, | 
as to show that the grant of power to the Sen- | 
ate to judge of the election of its own members | 
authorized the Senate to determine the quali- | 


fication of the electors themselves, to wit, of 
the Legislature of the State. And so this 
House has always decided, that the power 
granted to this House to judge of the qualifi- 
cations and elections of its members was not 
to be controlled by general legislation. The 
Senate was not to intervene; nobody was to 
pronounce final judgment on the qualification 


The report | 
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| power aright. 
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that authority, and send the men they have 
elected to the Senate, the Senate is the only 
tribunal to decide whether they exercised that 
You can neither authorize the 


| election of United States Senators nor make 


an unlawful election of United States Senators 
valid by act of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe I have said all that | 
have now opportunity to say; and I trust that 
I have said all that it is needful to say in sup 
port of my motion to strike out the provisions 


| of the bill to which I have referred. 


I wish, however, to say one word further in 
regard to another of the conditions, and that 
is the provision that the State of Virginia shall 


| never so amend its constitution as to interfer: 


with the right of colored citizens to sit upon 
juries, &c. I would say that though you put 
such a provision as that ever so often in the 
bill you must depend for its efficiency on the 
future action of the whole people of the United 
States. In the first place, so far as it rests on 
act of Congress, the people have nothing to do 


| but to reverse “your judgment by another act 


of Congress repealing this measure. If, on 
the other hand, it rests on the text of the Con 

stitution, the people have nothing to do but to 
amend the Constitution with or without your 
consent. Finally, sir, if to sit upon juries bea 
right of the citizen secured by the Constitution 
I pray gentlemen not to meddle with it by act 
of Congress. If this be a right common to al! 
citizens it is sacred and safe under the Consti- 
tution and is imperiled by such legislation as 
that proposed. 

{ am for the largest hberty of all the people 
of the United States under the Constitution of 
my country. I do not forget, in the passion 
and hurry and excitement of the moment, the 
obligations of my oath. I therefore respect 
fully ask this House either to admit Virginia 
upon an equal footing with the other States 
or not to admit her atall. I pray the House 


| when it comes to deliberate upon this bill to 


| ment. 


and election of a member of this House but | 


the Representatives of the people. They would. 


determine, when they come to sit in judgment 
on the election and qualification of members 
of the House, as to the qualifications of the 
electors by whom the member was chosen, as 
well as the qualification of the party appearing 
at its bar to be sworn in. Having said this 
much, I now ask the House—— 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman from 
Ohio permit me to ask him a question? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Not at present. I now 
ask the House to consider this provision of the 
bill: 

That the election of United States Senators by the 
General Assembly of said State on the 19th day of 
October, 1869, shall have the same validity as if made 
by previous authority of law. 

The Constitution lives, sir, and that gives the 
only authority which there is in any body to 
elect United States Senators. The Constitu- 
tion provides that United States Senators shall 


| be chosen by the Legislatures of the several 


States. If the Virginia Legislature exercise 


remember the old battle-cry of the Republic 
liberty and justice, the noblest right, the stern 
est duty of men and nations. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to ask the gen 
tleman’s opinion on a single point with refer 
ence to the second section. 

Mr. BINGHAM. My time has expired. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I now rise to close 
debate, and shall call the previous question 
before yielding any portion of my time to any 
other gentlemen. but before calling the pre 
vious question I would say that the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] has an amend- 
ment which he wishes to have considered as 
pending without being read. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I desire to offer an 
amendment to the bill. 

TheSPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman from Lil: 
nois [ Mr. Farnsworrn] shall call the previou 
question on the bill and the pending amend 
ments it could not include another amend- 
There is now an amendment pending 
offered by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Wurrremorg, | and also an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute offered by the gen 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Bixenam.] If an 


| additional amendment is offered it must have 
| the previous question called upon it separately. 


Mr. COX. I gave notice that 1 would offer 
an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Giving notice does not 
give the gentleman any rights. 

Mr. COX. I know that; but | propose to 
discuss my amendment and then withdraw it, 
so that the House may come to a vote on the 
substitute offered by the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Bruvenam. ] 

Mr. PAINE. 


Will the gentleman from Illi 


| nois yield to me for a moment? 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire, in conform 


| ity to the wishes of the committee, to give the 
| largest latitude for the offering of amendments. 





The SPEAKER. If there be unanimous 
consent the Chair will entertain amendments. 
If there be no objection the amendment of the 
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gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] will be 
considered as pending. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
to hear it read. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. The amendment is 


1 would like | 


very long, and its reading will occupy too much | 


time. | hope the gentleman will withdraw his 
call for the reading at the present time. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Then I hope 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence} will 
state substantially what it is. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Let it be read. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. If the gen- 
tleman will state what it is in substance I will 
not ask for the reading. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the 
amendment being considered as pending? 

Mr. RANDALL. Yes; I object. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then I call for the 
previous question on the bill and the pending 
amendments. 


Mr. DICKEY. 


An amendment was offered | 


last night by the gentleman from New York | 


{Mr. Warp] for his colleague, [Mr. Davis. ] 
lt has been printed and laid upon our desks. 
bo I understand it to be a pending amend- 
ment? 


The SPEAKER. There is lying upon the 


Clerk’s desk a printed amendment with the | 


words ‘intended to be proposed by Mr. Da- 
vis,’’ which he handed in yesterday afternoon. 
if he were here he would probably propose it ; 


but the Chair cannot recognize it as a pending | 


amendment. 

Mr. DICKEY. I ask the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Farnsworrn] to yield to me to 
propose that amendment. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I cannot. I will 
now hear what the gentleman from Wisconsin 
| Mr. Paine] desires to say. 

Mr. PAINE, 
that unanimous consent be granted that a vote 


who shall hereafter exercise the duties of, accept, or 


hold an office to which heis ineligible under thethird | 
section of the fourteenth article of the Constitution | 


of the United States, or who being so ineligibleshall 
attempt to hold or exercise the duties of such office, 
shall cs deemed guilty of a felony, and upon con- 
viction thereof shall be imprisoned at bard labor not 
less than three years nor more than ten, or fined not 
less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000, in the discre- 
tion of the court. 

Src,—. And be tt further enacted, That the district 
and circuit courts of the United States, within their 
respective districts, shall have concurrent jurisdic- 
tion of all offenses committed against this act; and 


the district attorneys, marshals, and deputy marshals | 
of the United States shall, and they are hereby, spe- | 


cially authorized and required to institute proceed- 
ings against any person who shall violate the provis- 
ions of thisact. | 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the several 
courts of the United States and the several justices 
and judges thereof, within their respective jurisdic- 
tions, shall have jurisdiction and authority of all 
such actions, suits, and proceedings at law, in chan- 
cery,and otherwise; and jurisdiction, authority, and 
power to issue and enforce all such writs of injunce- 
tion, habeas corpus, quo warranto, mandamus, and all 
other writs ond processes; and make, render, and 
enforce all such orders, decrees, and judgments as 


may be apeamery or proper to enforce all the pro- | 


visions of the thirteenth and fourteenth articles 
of amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, or any other amendment which may be made 
thereto, or which may be necessary or proper to 
furnish a complete remedy and redress for every 
injury sustained, or which may be sustained by any 
act or matter done or threatened in violation of any 
provision of such amendment, or by the omission 
of any act or matter required to be done by any 
provision of such amendment; and said courts shall 
1ave power to makeall rules and regulations neces- 
sary or proper to enforce the provisions of this act; 
and said courts, justices, and judges shall in like 
manner have power, jurisdiction, and authority to 
enforce and carry into effect the fundamental con- 
ditions upon which any State has been or may be 


|| admitted to representation or admitted into the 
| Union. 


I wish to propose to the House | 


shall be taken upon all amendments offered, | 


including that of the gentleman from New 


York, [Mr. Davis,] even though they may not | 


he strictly in order. 


The SPEAKER, That can be done by unan- | 


imous consent. 
Mr. RANDALL. I object. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then I call the pre- 


vious questicn. 


The previous question was seconded—ayes | 


84, noes 28. 
The main question was then ordered. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Laskthatthe amend- 
ment which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
lLawreNCE] desired to offer may be printed in 
the Globe. e 

There was no objection; and it was so 
ordered. 


|| 


|| Virginia to representation in Congress without 


The following is the amendment which Mr. | 


LAWRENCE desired to offer: 


Add to the bill the following: 
Ste, —. And be it further enacted, That no person 
shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or 


office, civil or military, under the United States or | 


under any State, who shall not have taken and sub- 
scribed one of the following oaths or affirmations, 
namely, “* | do solemnly swear (or affirm) that [have 
never taken an oath as a member of Congress, or as 
an officer of the United States, or asa member of any 
State Legislature, or as an executive or judicial ofli- 


cer of any State, to support the Constitution of the | 


United States, and thereafter engaged in insurrection 
or rebellion against the same, or given aid orcomfort 
Lo the enemies thereof;’’ or ‘* 1 dosolemnly swear (or 
aflirm) that I have been relieved from disability by 
an act of Congress, as provided for by the third sec- 
tion of the fourteenth article of the amendments of 
the Constitution of the United States.’’ 

Sec, —. And be it further enacted, That every per- 
son who shall willfully and falsely take either of the 
oaths named in this act, being at the time of taking 
such oath disqualified from holding office under the 
provisions of the fourteenth article of the amend- 


ments of the Constitution, shall be deemed guilty of | 


perjury, andshall be punished by imprisonment and 
line as prescribed by the thirteenth section of the act 
approved March3, 1825, entitled “An act more effect- 
ually to provide for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes.” 
And if any person shall hold or exercise any of the 
duties of such office it shall be prima facie evidence 
thatsuch person has taken the oath first herein men- 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I yield for three 
minutes to the gentleman from Michigan, [ Mr. 
Concer. ] 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Speaker, I had not 
intended to join in this discussion and should 
not do so now, except that gentlemen on both 
sides of the question, for the division is not by 
party lines, seem to attach great political and 
personal importance to the particular form or 
manuer in which the State of Virginia shall be 
restored to her relations with the General 
Government. 

For myself, Mr. Speaker, and for the people 
of that portion of the State of Michigan which 
I have the honor to represent in this House, 
I assert here in my place our constant, long- 
cherished, and earnest desire that not only 
Virginia, but every other rebellious State and 
people, shall return to their loyalty, allegiance, 
and proper position in the Union. 

I voted for the joint resolution of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. BincHam] to admit 


conditions, and since that failed to receive the 
support of the House, I shall vote for the bill 
to admit her with conditions. There is no con- 


dition in this bill which is not already substan- 


elector of President and Vice President, or hold any | 


_ stitution, and thus to carry out the provisions | 


tially in the constitution of Virginia adopted 
by her people and the organic law of the State. 
And, sir, Tin in favor of the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Davis, ] 
as being more clear in statement, more specific 


in arrangement, and providing for the enforce- | 
It asserts that | 


ment and execution of the law. 
Congress has reliance upon the good faith of 
Virginia to carry out the provision of her con- 


of this law. 

Does any one claim that the fourteenth 
amendment executes itself? I presume not; 
for it provides in itself for congressional legis- 
lation, and I have yet to learn that with such 


| power reserved to Congress any other power 


tioned. ee | i} 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That any person '' 


or State can legislate on that subject. It is 
the privilege of Congress thus to make such 
laws for Virginia or any other State to enforce 
this constitutional provision; and the duty is 
upon Congress, a cannot be delegated to 
others, to make all laws necessary and proper 
to enforce the provisions of the “onstitution, 
and whether Virginia is in the Union or out 
of the Union, Congress may make laws, with 
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conditions and penalties and safeguards, to 
enforce upon the people of that State o, 


| her children, of whatever condition, race, 


any State of this Union the requirements 0: 
the fourteenth article or any article of oy, 
Constitution. Who claims that in Virginia o, 
elsewhere men disqualified by a constitutiong| 
provision and still in that condition may, jy, 
violation of the organic law of the nation, hold 
office in the State or nation and execute Jawe 
in contempt and violation of the highest laws» 

Who desires to prevent any of the people of 
Virginia from enjoying the privileges of educa. 
tion as provided in this bill? Who would tury 
or 
color, away from her free schools, in the enjoy 
ment of which they are guarantied by this bj}|» 


| Who would prevent her citizens serving «), 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| 





| this bill. 


| object? 


juries, which both her constitution and this }j|| 
assures to the citizens? Who among all why 
have spoken would refuse the Senators she 
has chosen admission to Congress? Anq 
finally, who would object to the punishmep; 
provided in this amendment for the willful ang 


| corrupt perjurers ? 


And yet all these—no more, no less—are the 
provisions of this billand theamendment. ‘|, 
all these provisions Virginia professes to assent: 
her Governor, her Legislature, her people aj! 


| assert that they mean in good faith to exe. 


cute and forever preserve all the requirement 
of her constitution, all the requirements o{ 
Are they honest and true? Then 
this bill will accord with their wishes. Are 
they dishonest and secretly false? Then, Mr. 


| Speaker, this House, this Congress, and the 
| united voice of the nation demand the passage 


of this bill as a perpetual guarantee to the peo. 
ple of Virginia and to all our people thai 
neither the constitution of Virginia nor the Con- 
stitution of the nation shall be violated because 
Congress refuses to provide the appropriate 
legislation and make laws which Congress 
alone is empowered to make. 

But I need not enlarge upon this subject. 
Discussion has taken its widest range ; it ha: 
gathered its arguments, illustrations, analogies, 
and similes from the heaven above and the 
earth below and the waters under the earth, 
History has brought its tribute, poetry its 
decoration, antiquity its warning, and futurity 
its prophecy, to adorn the reconstruction of 
Virginia, the rehabilitation of the ancient 
mother of States. Her native-born sons ani 
the sons of her daughter States and the sons 
of sister States come flocking around Virginia, 
bringing their offerings of love, respect, almos' 
adoration, and casting them upon her with 
such wanton profusion that to-day this vener 
able object of our solicitude is more likely to 
be crushed by the gifts of her admirers than 
injured by the discipline of her enemies, if ene: 
mies she still has. 

But with all our sympathy, all our love, all 
our veneration—so freely given and so nobly 
expressed—are we all contemplating the same 
Does our vision rest upon the same 
picture? Are we bringing our offerings to the 
same shrine? What Virginia do we mean’ 
Is itthe Virginia of the Revolution, and do we 
mean her people then? One would believe so 
from hearing the well-deserved praises of so 


| many gentlemen on this floor of her revolu- 


tionary chieftains, her grand orators, her far- 
seeing statesmen, her fair and liberty-loving 
daughters, and their undying devotion to lib- 
erty and human rights! Do we mean her hills 
and plains, her rivers and mountains, her lands, 
her broadly extended territories, stretching 
as they then did from the Chesapeake to the 
Mississippi, from the Cumberland to the Red 
River of the North, and fringing all but one 
of our great inland lakes? If this be what we 
mean as the Virginia of revolutionary times 
language and metaphor and time would fail to 
paint the glories of the Old Dominion, as her 
mountains and plains, her rivers and lakes, 
her forests and prairies spread in endless suc- 
cession before our raptured vision over the vast 
empire of her domain. 
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not of that Virginia we speak 


aias, 1b 1 


° y. Her heroes and orators and states- 
smber in her bosom; but their glory is 
property of that degenerate and afflicted 

‘sate, but of @ nation whose empire, already 


‘og a continent from east to west, is cast- 
the shadow of its banner of possession over 
rth and the south and the far off isles of 
cea. What was the Virginia of those days 
\West Virginia and Kentucky now; is Ohio 
‘od Indiana and Illinois of to-day ; is Wiscon- 
| Minnesota, even whilegthe praises of 


1 al eet cit Sees : 
old Virginia is ringing in our ears; and is 
\fichigan, the peninsular State, lying in glori- 


beauty in the midst of our great inland 
as. and waiting with trembling impatience for 
1» return of the mother State from whence she 
ang, and in whose empurpled soil are sleep- 

» many of her gallant sons, who keep.the 
‘lent bivouae of the dead’’ that Virginia may 
-till be a State and have part in the resurrec- 
tion of the nation! 

Light empire States, with three hundred and 
eighty thousand square miles of territory, with 
‘freen million intelligent, educated, free citi- 
" ns, with sixteen Senators and sixty-nine Rep- 
resentatives, with free soil and free schools, 

th the gift of Old Virginia, are gathering 
around their desolated and almost ruined an- 
cestral State, urging her return from so sad 
aud profitless wanderings, with only the same 
cuarantees of allegiance, loyalty—free schools, 
and the privileges of universal education— 
which Old Virginia imposed upon them, and 
ihe blessed effects of which have astonished 
the civilized world. 

[hus, too, may modern Virginia, although 
crippled by rebellion, shorn of her ancient glory, 
and dwarfed in territorial domain, by accept- 
ing the lessons of her youth start afresh ina 
of prosperity and emulate her ancient 
renown. 

Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. STILES, Mr. MAY- 
HAM, and Mr. GRISWOLD obtained leave to 
print speeches on the pending bill. [See Ap- 
pendix. | 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I now yield fifteen 
minutes of my time tothe gentleman from Ohio, 
| Mr. Cox.] [Laughter. | 

Mr. WILLARD. I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. Farns- 
worTH] to the fact that yesterday he said he 
would give me an opportunity to move that the 
preamble be stricken out. I desire to make 
that motion now. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. That motion can be 
made after the vote shall have been taken upon 
the bill. 

Mr. WILLARD. 
desire. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I now yield to the 
gentleman from New York, [ Mr. Cox. ] 

Mr.COX. I thank the gentleman from IIli- 
nois [Mr. 'arnswortu] for yielding to both 
New York and Ohio on this occasion. Iam 
very proud of my mother State; especially 
proud of her because she was one of the chil- 
dren of the State that you would now disfran- 
chise here. In the name, as well of New York 
as of my old constituents, so well represented 
here by the gentlemen from Ohio, [Mr. Van 
"rump and Mr. Morcan,] I enter my protest 
against this bill. With the strongest emphasis, 
on behalt of my metropolitan constituents, 
whose free, unsought, unbureaued and unbay- 


) = . . . 
oneted Representative | am, I protest against 
this measure. 


career 


Very well; that is all I 


: I gave notice of an amendment to strike out 
the second fundamental condition for the ad- 
mission of the Virginia members. If my motion 


| unconditional 
| taches to the Democracy for this delay. 


the Union captive and humiliated, degraded 
and unequal. 

Che press of all parties in New York are 
unanimous against the prolonged exclusion of 
Virginia. ‘The Times, so long edited by my 
lamented predecessor in Congress, Mr. Ray- 
mond, reflects the conservative sentiment of 
the Republican party. That paper says that 
the delay is cruel injustice, great wrong, waut 
of integrity, breach of plighted faith, and the 
infliction of an injustice which no personal or 
partisan consideration can for a moment jus- 
tify. The Herald regards this delay as sheer 
dishonesty. ‘The Post believes that this long 
five years’ delay exhibits a great lack of states- 
manship, and that there is more danger to the 
Union with Virginia out than in, and that you 
who are helping to bar her out are serving dis- 
union. ‘The ‘lribune even says that it is a 
blunder not to admit her at once and without 
division or demur. Its anxiety, however, is 
more for the party and the validity of the 
fifteenth amendment thanfor peace and Union. 
The Democratic press are one for prompt, 
admission. No reproach at- 


Not- 


| withstanding that party hold now as ever 


succeeds I should for other insurmountable | 


objections vote against the bill, 


( By voting 
2 
for the substitute of the gentleman 


from Ohio 


(Mr. Biycuam] I shall express the wish of my || 


constituents for the unqualified admission of 


the State; but I should not have their appro- 


bation, nor that of the people of New York | 


ity and State, if I voted to bring Virginia into 
4\st Cona. 2p Szss.—No 


29 


Oa. 


that rebellion and secession never destroyed 
the States, and that the reconstruction acts 
and all proceedings under them are revo- 
lutionary invasions of the sovereign rights of 
the States and of the people, it is content to 
bring Virginia at once into ‘‘ practical rela- 
tions’’ with the Union by her Representatives 
here. 

Argument upon these points has been ex- 
hausted by press and speech here and else- 
where. The people are wearied with the itera- 
tion of promises only made to be broken, threats 
only made to humiliate, and of lures held out 
only to entrap. In speaking thus plainly and 
earnestly I but echo the uupartisan opinions 
of the mass of the people. 

At last by a tie vote day before yesterday we 
forced from the Reconstruction Committee 
this bill. It gives asurly welcome to Virginia. 
It is worse than absolute rejection. Hence I 
shall vote against it, even though Virginia, like 
Georgia, be remitted to the sword and the 
satrap. 

Among the series of crude measures which 
the impotency of Congress has framed to dis- 
place the Constitution, this bill is the weakest. 
It is so weak that one of its defenders [Mr. 
Paine] called it an infant, and so hideous in 
aspect, that even the accoucheud, if not the 
mother—I mean the gentleman from Lllinois, 
[Mr. IF'arnswortu]—is charged with stran- 
gling it in the throes of parturition. lam ata 
loss which to admire most, the infant itself or 
its infanticidal delivery. It was a curious spec- 


=—IS 


| tacle to see the gallant member from Illinois 


[Mr. Logan] worrying his patriotic colleague 
as to the helpless inetliciency of the clause which 
[ moved to expunge. ‘‘ How,’’ exclaimed the 
gentleman, ‘‘how can you enforce, by what 
penalty can you reach Virginia, if when restored 
she undertakes to play the sovereign State? 
What will you do when if she chooses like 
‘Tennessee to change her present laws? What 
will you do if Virginia undertakes to alter her 
present suffrage and school system in despite 
of these fundamental conditions?’’ There is 
only one way—vi et armis. All your clauses, 
except force is applied, are not worth, us the 
gentleman recognized it, the snap of his honor- 
able finger. 

But the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Logan] 
was not satisfiedentirely. While thegentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] was speaking he 
seized the Ithuriel spear. Perhaps the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs is 
not familiar with this angelic weapon. I judge 
so from the fact that he used the blunt end; 
but it answered the purpose. By punching, 
if not by piercing, he developed from the harm- 
less toad the satanic elements of the bill. It 
answered its purpose on the gentleman from 
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Ohio, (Mr. Lawrence.] First, that gentleman 
would remand Virginia for reconstruction it 
she should change her local law, forbidden to 
be altered by this act. ‘* Bat suppose it be a 
Democratic Congress whose duty it would be 
to remand?’’ And then the gentleman from 
Ohio began what is so rare on that side of the 
House—to pray. He prayed for mercy from 
God in such an emergency; spoke wildly, as 
young political religionists do, especially if po- 
litical, of God and the Continental Congress ; 
and in the desperate delirium of a young con- 
vert, instead of answering the anxious Illi- 
noisan, gushed out Dr. Watts’ bymu— 
‘Dear Lord, I give my soul away; 
"Tis all that I can do.”’ 

I would entreat my friend not to give away 
so much for so little ;"it is not a fair bargain. 
This bill is not worth the self-devotion of the 
prayerful member. Let him seek safety in the 
ark of the covenant, the Constitution. His 
colleague before me | Mr. Bineuam] will lead 
him to its altar and we will all join hands in 
his redemption. 

But if the Democracy should obtain power 
assuredly it would not disturb the future local 
self-government of Virginia if consistent with 
the Constitution. It would leave such ques 
tions in case of controversy to the courts. If 
such a blessing would be the answer of prayer 
before utterance, let us all have that spirit, 
and even encourage it though it came from the 
most miserable sinner of this House. It stands 
revealed, therefore, that force is the instru- 
ment to execute this measure. There is only 
one way to execute the insidious purpose of 
this bill: you must deal with her as some pro- 
pose to deal with Tennessee, who has taken her 
business into herown control. If this solution 
is not correct, listen to the words of the gen 
tleman from Wisconsin. After wandering with 
him through the labyrinth of oaths and condi- 
tions, | gather that he has concluded upon 
three things: 

1. That we are as a Government in a transi- 
tion state; 

2. That from an earnest advocate of State 
rights he would now increase the Federal 
power and make strides in the direction of a 
consolidated nationality ; and 
3. Which is the penalty the gentleman from 
Illinois [ Mr. LoGan ] was in search of, he would 
have a ‘‘ chapter of Federal law backed up by 
l’ederal bayonets,’’ and ‘‘ wield the new pow- 
ers of the amended Constitution of the United 
States to cross the borders of the States, and 
with strong arm crush all attempts to violate 
its sacred provisions.’’ 

This, then, isto be the result of great ex pend- 
iture of money, limbs, and lives—consolidated 
despotism, enforced by arms! 
progressing toward the Spanish- 
American points of government. Our supreme 
tribunal of repose, where questions of State 
and I'ederal power used to be decided, is to be 
silenced ; the red cap of liberty isto be flaunt- 
ed, and the reign of terror so long menaced is 
to be made eternal! In other words, when- 
ever Congress calls, the Army must march ; 
whether to Democratic New York, which has 
fired its big gun against your fifteenth amend- 
ment, or little Rhode Island, which reserves 
the fire of its pocket-pistol. | Laughter.] This 
is the consummate dome of your reconstruction 
of the Federal edifice under the reign of peace ! 
Spain and France are doing better than this. | 
am relieved, however, to know that all ideas of 
republican freedom and Federal Union have 
not become obsolete even in the Republican 
ranks of this House. 

All these questions resolve themselves into 
this: ‘Shall Virginia have admission for her 
Representatives under unequal and degrading 
conditions, or shall she come in under fair and 
honorable conditions? Shall she be a State 
handcuffed like a criminal, or shall she be 
unshackled like an upright man‘ in choos- 
ing associates in social life we do not seek before 


¥ 
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association to degrade them ; and if there were | 


other reasons against this bill, this reason, ap- 
pealing to the sense of comity among States 
and fairness among equals, would be sufliciently 
cogent. 

if we may make oaths and conditions limit- 
ing the rights and liberties of the people of 
Virginia, we may by parity of reasoning impose 
such conditions on Ohio and New York. If, 
as Mr. Attorney General Hoar has counseled, 
we cannot *timpose requirements on States 
after admission,’’ why should we impose them 
before? It is equally degrading to the State 
whether done one time or another. It is the 
indignity which is the essential wrong. 

It is not my purpose to discuss the question 


of oaths or the system of disfranchisement in | 


the first fundamental condition of this bill. 
[repudiate them all. Any other oath than one 
to the Constitutions, State and Federal, is too 
much, It seems to be the particular object 
of gentlemen in all this class of legislation 
to make swearing 80 common as to make it 
farcical, odious, and of no effect. During the 


war and since, swearing, swearing, swearing, | 
There will | 


is the key-note of Radical policy. 
be some swearing done over this legislation not 
set down in this bill. (Laughter. ] Oath-taking 
has upon it the reproach of history. It never 
cured the wounds of civil war; but the party in 
power seem unconscious of this and all other 
historic lessons. ‘This perpetual oath-taking is 
a form of proscription; it is reprisal and pun- 
ishment, and that, too, five years after these 
wounds should have been healed. 

Look at the effect of your oath-taking in Geor- 
gia. According to a partisan account I have, 
the Legislature is being organized on perjury. 
That is the Radical account; and the President 
is asked by General Terry, *‘ What shall be 
done?’ lt resolves itself at last not into oath- 
taking nor into the judgment of the Legislature 
as to the qualifications of its own members, 


but into military force, as all polities do which 


are an affront to justice and nght. 

Nor is it my purpose to expose the incon- 
sistencies of this bill. That has been done. 
‘The absurdity of a State being out and yet 
electing Senators, and then in for the approval 
of the fifteenth amendment, is only paralleled 
by another crotchet, that she may be in and 
out for Senators at the same time. 

It will be generally conceded that this bill is 
partisan. It has also come to be conceded that 
it will not aid the Republican party. The ac- 
tion of Congress has been the great impediment 
to the admission of the States and to the com- 
pletion of the Union circle. This bill, like the 
Georgia bill, will unite all political elements 
against further disunion! Are gentlemen aware 
of the fruit of their recent planting in Georgia? 
\re they sure of Radical ascendency there? 
The leader of the opponents of the recon- 
structed reconstruction measures which we 
passed before the holidays is one Bryant. He 
was a Radical from Maine, had been a captain 
in our Army, a Radical member of the consti- 
tutional convention of Georgia, and is driven 
by force of the sentiment of his adopted State 
to help bring Governor Bullock tothe shambles. 
(io on, gentlemen! The reign of malice and 
injustice is not eternal; nay, it is sometimes 
marvelously brief. You will find if you pass 
this bill that these events in Georgia will be 
repeated in Virginia, 


crosses—negro suffrage and military rule; but 
it will willingly accept them both rather than 
lose that equality and dignity—that ‘ chastity 
of honor’’—without which to be in the Union 
is a stain worse than a wound. Opposing by 


fair criticism the acts of the dominant party, [ | 


could as a partisan rejoice inthis measure. As 
a friend of contented and united States I must 
denounce it. The reasons which control my 


turn with disgust and sadness from the dila- 
tory, hateful, and unstatesmanlike reconstruc - 





That proud old State | 
has been cruelly crucified between two other | 
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tion acts, and the gross, inexcusable, and dan- 
gerous perfidy of Congress. 

This perfidy, I am happy to say, is not shared 
by the executive department. The President 


is further sighted than his friends here. He | 
_ urged prompt admission ; his reasons were that | 


Virginia had done all that was required and 
abstained from all doubtful authority. Who of 
you stand by the Administration? What a 
disgrace have you already inflicted on the mes- 
sage of your President by your action! It was 
not enough to slight his wonderful economic 


recommendations as to the payment of the | 
legal-tenders ; not enough to find that his early | 
| Cuban sympathies have been repressed and 


smothered by the dead, cold, pulseless policy 


of the State Department and the silence worse | 
| than death here, only broken by the silver tones | 


of the member from the silver State of Nevada, 


{Mr. Fircu;] not enough for his adherents to | 


slight his recommendations as to the prompt 
repeal of thecivil-tenure bill; bat to these in- 
dignities you have added the contumely of 


crushing his ardors and breaking his hopes of | 


restoring Virginia! Who shall help an Ad- 
ministration so impotent that it has to rely on 
its opponents to aid the gallant band who rally 


under the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bine- || 


HAM | to vindicate a little fragment of his policy. 

The history of this external State or tribu- 
tary province of Virginia since 1865 is full of 
instruction. The convention which adjourned 
on the 17th of April, 1868, made an outrage- 
ous instrument. it was so bad that even the 
military governor denounced its odious oaths 
and unrepublican proscriptions. In General 
Schofield’s opinion, it left not enough of intel- 


lectual force in Virginia to execute the laws or | 


hold the offices. The better part of the Repub- 
lican party recoiled from its intolerant ineffi- 
ciency. Kven General Grant revolted. He 
ordered the submission again of the obnoxious 

arts of the constitution. They were rejected. 
Virginia now appears here, and even knocks at 
our doors with black knuckles. Sir, week after 
week has gone; and o:d Virginia, quantum 
mutatus, under her new garb, faint with im- 
portunate languishing, is turned away! 

This concerns the people of other States. The 


prosperity of Virginia 1s of interest in many | 
| economic and other ways to all the States. 


Congress has no right to deal with the people 


_of other States, thus interested in Virginia, in 


this way. On behalfof the people of New York, 
I protest. ‘That protest is uttered in these words 
by the Governor of New York, John T’. Hoff- 
man, in his recent message: 


“T protest against the revolutionary course of Con- | 


gress with reference to amendments of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, by which, among their 
other efforts at centralization, they seek the abso- 
lute control of elections in the States. Powerless 
themselves to amend it by direct act, and unable to 
procure the voluntary consent of three fourths of the 
States, they force the consent of the southern States 
as acondition to representation, and thus override 
and nullify the will of others whose proper relations 
to the Federal Government have never been inter- 
rupted, and whom they cannot constrain. 

“T protest against the action of both Congress and 
the President of the United States in subjecting the 
people of Georgia anew to military power, their State 
government being in full operation and the restora- 
tion of their constitutional relations with the Fed- 
eral Government having been recognized by the 


| Federal authorities as complete. 


**[ protest against the longer exclusion from rep- 


| resentation of any cf the States; if any one be ex- 


cluded the rights of allare unsettled and the harmony 
of our Government is destroyed.” 

In our system of many States under one 
Federal head there is no safety but in the 
integrity of the several States. Our national 
life is the life of the States, and as we preserve 
each State we preserve all, and thus only pre- 
serve the ven between them all. Governor 
Hoffman speaks the unanimous voice of that 


| great State against the legislation here, for the 
| delay and destruction of State institutions and 
'| existence. 

vote are the reasons upon which thousands will || 


My amendment strikes out the second sec- 


| tion. I would erase it, first, because it destroys 


the integrity of the States; second, because it is 


amendment ow Virginia. It is a new way ,? 








| except by a perversion of power. 


| work consists in the absurdity of adapting to 
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inoperative except for mischief: and third, },, 
cause it is unrepublican in spirit if not in ¢..., 
It provides for the destruction of the fy:,,. 
autonomy of Virginiain matters where she }, 
full right under the Constitution to decide ¢.. 
herself. It says to Virginia, “You shall »,, 
change your constitution so as to change 4),.. 
oresent qualification for voting and office: 
his, too, before the fifteenth amendment j,,. 
been adopted as a part of the Constityti,, 
This plan would force, indirectly, the fifteoy:), 


enth 


amending the Constitution, and is not the 
scribed mode. 

It says further: ‘* You Virginians shall coma 
in, but you must not change your present qual 
ifications for jurors, or your present beneficiary), 
of the school fund. You must recognize thi, . 
a fundamental, irrevocable condition forever! 

True, it provides that Virginia may chan.» 
her constitution, if the alteration is equally a), 
plicable to all voters, as to the time and res. 
dence ; but as to the qualifications and as t, 
jury trial and schools, never! It thus makes yy 
congressional action a permanent code for Vj; 
ginia in defiance of her present constitutional! 
right to regulate such matters for herself. Allow 
me to illustrate. Suppose the people of Vir. 
ginia in that future which will represent ad. 
vanced ideas of education, the basis of advanced 
republican liberty, or better codes of jury trial, 
the basis of equal justice, should be unanimously 
of opinion that a change of her present system 
should be made, do you suppose this clause wil 
bind them? Suppose you place upon the lim)s 


re. 


? 
i 


|of Virginia every ligature which diabolical 


ingenuity can invent, bind her hand and foot, 
muzzle her mouth and blind her eyes, do you 
suppose such a people are powerless? Is there 
nothing to be learned even from her own history 
in that respect ? i 

Itis no part of my purpose nor necessary to my 
argument that I should inquire what these pros 
ent qualifications of votersand what these section! 
and jury systemsare. I care not, forthe present 
argument, whether black or white are excluded 
or admitted, either as to voting or schools; 
whether, like Massachusetts, voting and office 
holding are limited by education or residence. 
For all that I care, in this argument, Virginia 
may refuse to admit to suffrage all who can 


| read or write, or she may limit it to those who 


understand Boston transcendentalism or the 
integral calculus. My argument is that her 
statehood under the Constitution, which the bil! 

rofesses to revive, is impaired and destroyed 


| 1n its essential life by this fundamental condi- 


tion. Her statehood being thus maimed or 
annihilated, all the States are in that regard 
injured. Through these wounds upon Virginia 
New York, Calitornia—ay, Massachusetts—is 
stabbed. 

Of course sucha fundamental condition is in 
operative and void, and never can be executed 
It is the very 


system of Utopia. Sir Thomas More made ail 


| the Utopians conform to his preconceived idea 
| ofa State. 
_and political privileges; and the satire of lis 


He made them uniform in all social 


divers conditions an inexorable and unchange 
able rule of conduct andduty. Ifthe Supreme 
Court ever has the courage to march up to 1's 
convictions regardless of the frowns and storms 
of Congress all such conditions will soon lose 
their permanent and fundamental quality. _ 
Such conditions are unrepublican in spirit. 
It is not only foolishness to be tying down for u: 


_ the future the States of this Union by laws 0: 
| an irrepealable character, not only impro: 
| gressive and null, but it is the very essence © 


despotism. Professing to make a republics 
State, it enacts the changeless code of ti 


| Medes and Persians, the despotism of the an 


cient Orient. 


| Whentheamendment abolishing slavery was 
| before this House in January, 1865, I argued 
| for the power to amend the Federal Constitu- 


tion, 80 as t 

ode, again: 
‘n that respe 
ble except 
{ held then, 
amendment 
ropublicanis! 
what I then | 
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so as to abolish slavery by the prescribed 
de, against a class of thinkers who held that 
hat respect the Constitution was unamend- 
except by the consent of all the States. 
held then, as I hold now, that unlimited 
iment is an element of democracy and 


menu : 
sublicanism. May I be allowed to quote 


vhat I then said: 


It has been the « haracteristic of our democratic 
ytions that our ancestry, however prudent and 
-. did not tie the hands of the children nor 
vekle their liberties by laws so irrevocable that 
mode of change was allowed, In our State con- 
‘tions this power of amendment has been and is 
exercised almost every decade. Why? On 
principle of Jeremy Bentham (Benthamiana, 
),) that at each point of time the sovereign 
- che time possesses such means as the nature of 
ase atlords for making himself acquainted with 
exigencies of his own time. With reference to 
ture he has no such means. Bentham thu: 
against the transfer of the government from 
. who possess the best means to those who pos- 
the least means of information. Shall the past 
ntury rule the present? No, not unless they are 
ter informed or feel more interest in the future 
tion than their own. Why should we of the 
reonth century tie up the hands of the twen- 
th? Whyshould the dead foreverrule the living? 
tyranny to be inexorable because it iv established 
thepast? Isa lawimmutable because made by the 
ers? Ifthe law be despotic, who then shall re- 
so it? rom these general principles I deduce 
reason why I choose to argue this amendment 
er upon its unwisdom than_upon the lack of 
er to make it. ‘Itis only,’ Mr. Bentham says, 
ien the law is mischievous that an argument of 
tamp will be employed to support it. Suppose 
wa good one, it will be supported, not by ab- 
lity and deception, but from its own excellency. 
leclaration that this or that law is immutable, so 
rfrom being a proper argument to enforce its per- 
nency, is rather @ presumption that such a law 
some mischievous tendency.’’”’ 


e iu 


In the light of these canons of progressive 
political philosophy, where is the man to rise 
py and say that all goodness and greatness, all 
policies of right, and all genius of statesman- 
ship belonged to that miserable mockery of a 
inosaic convention which wintered at Rich- 
mond in 1867-68? Who will say that a con- 
vention made up of the Underwoods, Wellses, 
and Chandlers, (the successors of Jefferson, 
George Mason, and Madison—forsooth!) who 
incubated that system of iron-clad tests which 
even the military Schofield derided and the 
eople rejected, were fit legislators of all the 
ages? Oh, yes! they knew it all and for all 
time! When theyand their indorsers here die 
all wisdom dies with them! [Laughter.] Your 
billsays ‘‘never!’’ ‘‘never!’’ shall their work be 
changed! A convention where ignorance was 
representing intelligence, and where spite pre- 
vailed and not charity; and even the mulatto 
barbers and black field hands, who had sharp- 
ened their minds on the razor-strap and end- 
geled their brains with their ox-goads, [laugh- 
ter,] and had learned some lessons of kindness 
toward their old masters, were constrained to 
belie theirloving natures by white bravado and 
cunning—can such a convention work better 
than Providence? His heavensare to be rolled 
up like a scroll, but we make the work of these 
men eternal. ‘The seasons shall come and go in 
their beautiful procession along the blue-tinted 
mountains of Virginia, but this Radical structure 
shall outlive their rocky ridge! In that grand 
future down which the historian Alison gazed 
when he saw ‘‘ British greatness setting in the 
Old to rise renewed in this New World; when 
the name of England should survive, under the 
shadow of ancient renown through a hundred 
and fifty million men in North America speak- 
ing its language and glorying in its descent ;”’ 
W hen from ocean to ocean and equator to pole 
the ocean-bound Republic of ourdreams should 
arise, sounding down this gorgeous, perspective 
corridor of the future, we hear the voice of 
this Virginia convention of 1868 squeaking out 
its little treble, *‘ You shall never! never! 
change the work of this tesselated black and 
white convention of 1868!” [ Laughter.] And 
when in that future the teeming valleys and 
hills of Virginia shall smile with cultivation, 
when even her ensanguined ‘‘wilderness”’ shall 
blossom as the rose; when her population of 
twenty-five millions shall be elevated in the 


culture of the advanced century; her magnifi- 
cent rivers bear her produce to the sea with 
inventions undreamed of by us; and her cities 
rival those of the Genoese, Venetian, Dutch, 
and Spanish in commercial enterprise, then, 
methinks I hear the penny-whistle of this Vir- 
ginia convention and this Congress stillsounding 
down the gorgeous perspective, ‘‘ No change! 
Never! never disturb the work of the mosaic 
statesmen of 1868!’’ [Laughter. ] 

Such legislation as this, Mr. Speaker, is vain 
and foolish, and therefore it is revolutionary. 
‘The attempt to constrain men from altering their 
fundamental law isa provocation to revolution. 
The quiet revolutions provided in all our con- 
stitutions are neither violent nor tempestuous. 
I do not belong to the fomenters of revolution 
by means of repressive measures. While | 
would not tie down the future of Virginia by 
irrevocable laws, | would not give to this or to 
future Congresses or Legislatures pretexts to 
enforce penalties byarmies. We want no pre- 
texts, no provocations, and no temptations like 
this bill, ‘*no Federal chapters to be backed up 
by Federal bayonets.’’ The device of this bill, 
thus developed in the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. Paine] and the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Lawrence, ] shows 
a disregard as well of the safe processes of 
judicature as of the calm movements of rational 
progress. ‘There is in this measure the seed: 
fora crop of armed men. At the first blush 
it seemed an atrocity in advance even of the 
Georgia advance upon the vindictive legisla- 
tion of Congress; but as we have progressed in 
this debate its enormity has grown into gigan- 
tic and monstrous proportions. It is a bold, 
bad step toward that consolidation which to be 
secure must be armed; which, to be sure of its 


slaves and victims, must throttle them with the | 


mailed hand. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I will be par- 
doned at least by this side of the Houseif Lallude 
to associations which should have some influ- 
ence in dealing with Virginia. I was pleased to 
note the reverence paid to the mother of States 
and statesmen by the Republican member from 
Illinois Mr. Fannsworra] inchargeofthis bill. 
He seemed to forget, in the benevolence of his 
heart, the monstrous error of Virginia in these 
later days. He dwelt with pride upon her an- 
cientrenown. My friends from Ohioand New 
York [Mr..Moncan and Mr. Woop] brushed 
from the historic past some of the dust which 
has been gathering upon these early associa- 
tions. For one I was touched by the recital. 
[am no laudator temporis acti, except when 
the deeds of the pastare praiseworthy. Where 
in all the annals of our country can we look 
for incidents, events, and deeds so conspicuous 
for disinterested heroism, elevated thought, 
eloquent speech, and political philosophy as in 
Virginia. 

In dealing with her errors have these asso- 
ciations no gentle amenity, no tender voice? 
There is amnesty in the very name, Virginia. 
The names of lier rivers, towns, and counties are 
epochs! Upon hersoil the white man from the 
Old World first set his foot and planted his set 
tlement. Her youth was attended by romances 
to which the tales of the story-teller bear no 
comparison. She made a model of republican 
government before the boasted institutions of 
other sections were conceived or framed. In 
her ante-revolutionary times ‘she gave us sol- 
diers for the field and statesmen for the coun- 
cil—men of character, refinement, scholarship, 
dignity, and probity, beside whom the giants 
of these days are pigmies beneath a colossus ! 
Her revolutionary fame reached its climax at 
Yorktown, but the fame of her sons, who aided 
that consummation, is associated with the bat- 
tle-fields of independence in every State. Have 
we ceased to recall Randolph, Pendleton, Rich- 
ard Henry Lee, and Wythe, who ten years be- 
fore the Revolution sounded the toesin of in- 
dependence? Even the school-boys remember 
Henry’s burst of impassioned eloquence when 


' he warned the House of Burgesses that the | 
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clanking of their chains could be heard on the 
lains of Boston. These chains! is there no 
fink in them to revive our better patriotism? Or 
ere these chains, once forged for Bostoa and 
Virginia, now forged by Boston for Virginia? 
If she has had her recent shame let the drapery 
of oblivion drop over it. Draw aside another 
curtain that we may gaze upon the maj 
front of our Pater Patria! Let Appomattox 
be forgotten at Mount Vernon. Let him who 
inspired and penned the Declaration and him 
who aided so much to devise and shape the 
Constitution be remembered. By all the be- 
nignities which have flowed from the pre 
cepts and examples of these demi-gods of 
our early day upon North and South, and es- 
pecially upon the West, let the justice which 
these our benefactors would crave for the 
State they cherished be awarded. Virginia 
is not only the mother of statesmen but of 
States. She gave the Northwest to the Union. 
Guided by her hand they grew to honor, and 
eventorivalandsurpassher. Wellthey remem 
bered the teachings of their mother. When 
that mother comes to them in humiliation shall 
she be met with scorn? Shall she be cast from 
them in her hour of need and despondency ? 
Shall her very pride, pardonable when it gazes 
upon her past, be cast at her with reproach? 
‘To insult, menace, distrust, and degrade a 
mother is a scandal only less than a crime. 
Kiven if that mother has wandered from the 
household, erratic and soiled with the wanton 
waywardness of the world, it is the sign of an 
ingrate and a coward to taunt and abuse her 
in her distress. Even the child of shame would 


| hesitate to heap fresh disgrace a the mother 


which bore him. When he adds matricide to 
ingratitude the depth of social infamy is reached. 
There is no lower depth. 

| was glad to hear the gentleman from Illi- 
no&is [Mr. Farnsworrn] recall the fact that 
Virginia was driven from the Union by urgent 
and passionate counsels, and that, too, after 
she had voted for the Union. I had the honor 
of a seat here then by the side of one of her 
best sons, General Millson, of Norfolk. How 
we labored with pen and frank, day and night, 


to save his State from rash action is hardly 


known to hisown friends. I labored with him, 
and the response was given in sixty thousand 
majority. When the war came, it was with 


| sadness yet with courage her sons, under mis- 


taken views of allegiance, bared their breasts 
to the storm. Her Jacksons and her Lees did 
no dishonor to the courage of her revolution- 
ary blood. It is no dishonor to the generals 
who at last were able to match them, by supe- 
rior force and persistence, that I would leave 
the laurels of the soldier upon their brow. 
The brave men who met them in battle have 


| shown no proscriptive or ungenerous spirit. 


As some one has said, it is the non-combatant 
in that war whose rage is to be restrained at 
this late day. 

I shall vote for the substitute of the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Bincuam] because it bas 
in it something of that divine grace of forgive- 
ness which if we cannot accomplish in its per- 
fect Christian spirit we may approximate to- 
ward it in the timorous and halting way of mor- 
tals. Itis the genuine spirit of peace which 
the angelic chorus heralded upon the advent 
of the Prince of Peace himself! It is not the 
peace of the ‘* bowed head or the bent back ;’’ 
but it is the beginning of that reign of concord 
which will bind the States into kinder relations 
and lead us onward and upward to that ‘‘ peace 
which passeth all understanding !’’ 

By all the memories which belong to the 
heroic past; by all the interests which are bound 


| up with the Union for whose integrity our own 


brave men fought; by the genius of that future 
of the United States which is to arise fort! 
renovated luster of the world; in the name © 


| that political science so conspicuously })u 


trated in Virginia’s history, and so flagrantly 
spurned by this bill; by the personal and pub 
lic welfare of all our States and people; and 
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speaking as well for my old as for my adopted 
State, and in the name of that sacred peace 
and good will which is the religion of our Sa- 
viour, I beseech gentlemen, on this unpartisan 
question, to vote down this proscriptive, illogi- 
cal, unprogressive bill; remove its pretexts for 
future collision either in courts, in Congress, 
or in arms; and by the faith you would pre 
serve untarnished, not to speak now nor ever- 
more save in sorrow of the inviolability of the 
States—let us do tardy justice to this historic 
State by the unconditional restoration of its 
violated and unquestioned rights 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [now yield ten min- 
utes of my time to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvauia, {Mr. Scorrevp. | 

“Mr. SCOFIELD. Mr. Speaker, this new 
constitution of Virginia has very wisely pro- 
vided for equal franchise and equal education 
in that Commonwealth. When we come to 
admit the State under the new constitution the 
Committee on Reconstruction recommend that 
Congress shall say to the people of Virginia 
who have adopted those provisions in their 
Constitution that we admit the State with the 
earnest expectation—lI believe the language is 
even stronger than that—we admit the 
with the qualification that it shall not go back 
upon those just provisions of its constitution 
immediately after its admission. 

Now, what great harm is there in that? Is 
there any member of this House who at this 
time would say, if he was a member ofa con- 
vention to frame that constitution that he would 
vote against putting in the constitution a pro- 
vision in favor of equal education and equal 
franchise? It is a part and parcel of the pol- 
icy of the Republican party adopted ever since 
after the war began. 

When it became apparent that our Army 
and Navy would compel the seceding States to 
return to their allegiance to the Government 
the great responsibility with Republican states- 
men was, how can we make them contented 
in the Union after their return? How can we 
get rid of the great motive which those States 
had before and at the time they seceded? 
ISverybody said at once that their object in 
going out was to preserve slavery. Therefore 
the Republican party took it as their policy, 
in order to make them contented in the Union 
after they came back, and to destroy the motive 
for disunion hereafter—took it as their policy 
to destroy slavery. On the other hand the 
Democratic party said, ‘* Preserve this idol of 
the South; tolerate it; give them just as much 
slavery as they want, and give them the guar- 
antees of the Constitution that they shall have 
slavery forever and that there shall be no ad- 
verse discussion or criticism upon it.’’ The 
-Republican party said, ‘* You cannot accom- 
plish that. The only way is to destroy the 
idol; then, when they come back, they will 
have no motive to seek again to go out of the 
Union,”’ 

Now, that is what we did in the thirteenth 
article of amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, the Democratic party pursuing 
their policy against it, and the Republican party 
favoring it, and it was adopted. But when 
that amendment was adopted and we had 
emancipated the slaves it was found that it 
was merely emancipationin a book, not actual 
emancipation at all. There were the slaves; 
there were the masters; there was the slave 
code. And if they could get established in a 
separate government they would have the same 
motive to separate in order to restore slavery 
and blot out those few lines of emancipation 


State 


| And what do we propose now? 
pro} 


| franchise, as merely advisory. 


the fifteenth article of amendment to the Con- 


stitution. 

And then the people ef Virginia, in pursn- 
ance of that same policy, have provided in their 
State constitution for the education and the 
franchise of the blacks. Now because we say, 
when admitting them again into the Union, 
‘* Because you have that provision in your con- 
stitution we admit you, in the hope, in the 
earnest belief, that you will not immediately 
strike it out;’’ and because we insert a little 


stronger language than that, and say that ‘‘ we | 


enjoin it upon you to stand by that great pro- 
vision of your constitution ’’—when wesay that, 
gentlemen getup here with their little criticisms, 
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| reported by the Committee on Reconstry 


| ever, for even a single moment. 


that it is not exactly in accordance with some || 


constitutional opinions that may have hereto- 
fore been given. 

Sir, there stands the great principle; and in 
order to preserve this nation we must remove 
all possibility of these men ever restoring sla- 
very, even it they were ever strong enough to 
do so, and therefore remove all hope on their 
partof aseparate government by leaving noth- 
ing to create the desire for such separate gov- 
ernment. 

Thea we thought it was advisable that the 
leaders of this rebellion should not come back 


| necessary fundamental conditions in regard ; 
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ditions, I shall vote for them, in the hone «) 
they will have some little restraining inf a 
upon the people of the State of Virginia. ‘ 
hold them up to the provisions—the moc ales 
cellent provisions—of their constitutio, FP 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Tyield three tiny: 
to the gentleman from Kansas, [ Mr. Charx : 
Mr. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, I would },,. 
been glad of the opportunity to have givey 
views at length why I shall vote for the } 
but in the heat of this debate | laa “ 
unable to obtain the floor. I thank the geyt)... 
mau from Illinois, [ Mr. Faryswortu, | “ea 
I shall vo: 
for this bill, because I have no doubt of tha 
absolute authority of Congress to enact » 


ail 


the admission of a State into the Union, | 


shall vote for it because I believe the funda. 


| General Government and one of the last 


to participate in this Government immediately || 


after the readmission of these States. Kven 
if they sent new men, though with the same 
sentiments, it would be better than the other. 
Therefore, in the third section of the fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution we have pro- 
vided that the leaders of the rebellion, that is 
those who committed perjury first in order that 
they might commit treason afterward, should 
not participate in the councils of the nation 
hereafter. Everybody was in favor of that, | 
believe ; every Republican was in favor of it. 
Simply to say 
that in the State of Virginia, as it ought to be 
everywhere else, the third clause of the four- 
teenth amendment to the Constitution shall be 
carried out; that isto say, that these men, until 
Congress by a two-thirds vote shall say that the 
tine has come when reconstruction is so secure 
that their machinations cannot injure it and 
they may come back into the political coun- 
cils—that until that time shall come these men 
shall stand back. 

And now some of our political friends, some 
of those who helped to put that third clause in 
the fourteenth amendment and aided us to pass 
all these acts of reconstruction for the protec- 
tion and education of the blacks, come in just 
as we are accomplishing the great purpose and 
object to it. When the time shall come for 
these men to participate in the councils of the 
country, as the time perhaps will come, and 
possibly it has come now, we can then by a 
two-third vote pass acts removing their disa- 
bilities, and then nobody will have to take this 
oath. But, in the mean time, if you intend to 


mental conditions in the bill necessary in the 
case of Virginia, one of the first of the States 
to engage in the rebellion to overthrow tho 
to 
take steps to resume her proper connection 
with it. I shall vote for it because I would 
profit from the gad experience we have had 
in the reconstruction of Georgia and Tennes. 
see. I shall vote for it because I want to se. 
cure all possible assurance for the future peace 


| of Virginia and every possible guarantee for 


'come from the people of Virginia. 


enforee in Virginia or in any other State lately | 


in rebellion the third clause of the fourteenth 
amendment tothe Constitution, you must either 
provide for it in this act or in some other act. 

I have been somewhat surprised, sir, to see 


the equal rights of all classes and conditions 
of her people. I shall vote for it not only for 
these reasons, but in deference to the loyal 
people of the country, who sacrificed too much 
in the great struggle to save the Union from 
the treason of Virginia and the other rebellious 
States not to require of them now the mos: 
solemn agreement possible in the form of the 
fundamental conditions contained in this bill, 
that this treason shall not be repeated: in the 
future. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I shal! 
trespass for a shorter time than that allotted to 
me upon the attention of the House; but | 
desire to clear away some of the cobwels 


| which have been thrown about this matter. 


And first, allow me to say that the opposition 
to the conditions contained in this bill does not 
Neither 
Governor Walker nor any of the administra- 
tion, if I may be allowed the expression, elected 
on the ticket with Governor Walker, that I am 
aware of, have protested against these condi- 
tions. Kvery man of the two hundred ani 
twenty thousand who voted upon the ratifica- 
tion of the constitution of Virginia took su} 
stantially the same oath that is contained in 
this bill. Under the reconstruction acts o! 
Congress they could not be registered unt! 
they had taken an oath like this. 

Neither do they object to the other condition 


| with reference to the change of their constitu- 


the earnestness with which these fundamental | 


conditions have been advocated and opposed. 
I do not regard them as of so much import- 
ance. 
upon them to keep up free education and free 


| mation to them that we look upon those fea- 


in the book, because they had all the materials || 


there. 

Then the next question in reconstruction 
with us was to educate these blacks so that they 
could not be restored to slavery; to destroy 
all hope of the restoration of slavery, and there- 
fore all hope of a separate government. We | 
began first with the civil rights bill, then with | 
the Freedmen’s Bureau bill, and then with the | 


tures of their constitution as the features that 
make it republican in form, and that if they 
strike them out we will undertake to restore 
them in some way or other. The other one 


| simply provides a way by which the third clause 


fourteenth article ofamendment, and now with || 


of the fifteenth amendment can be carried out, 
which they are all bound by now. I do not 
think it will be very effectual or practical; and, 


I regard the first provision, enjoining | 


It is an inti- | 


therefore, if the committee had reported the | 


amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Bryeuam] I should have voted for 
it very cheerfully ; but inasmuch as they have 
thought best to attach these fundamental con- 


tion, for they have provided in that same con- 
stitution, thus ratified by so large a majority, 
amounting almost to unanimity, nearly tlie 
same thing contained in this bill. The oppo- 
sition comes from gentlemen of the House who 
think that these conditions will be worthless 1! 
incorporated in the bill, and who think it would 


|| be wiser and better, in attempting to enfor 
the provisions of the fourteenth amendment, 


that we should do it by some wise, well-adjuste«! 


| well-prepared law, which shall apply to ¢! 


| 


whole country, and not single out Virginie, 
and put the condition in this crude manner 
upon the tail of a bill for its admission to rey 
resentation. Now, I confess, Mr. Speaker 
that I sympathize with the opposition to these 
conditions. I consented to report this bill and 
to approve the bill with the exception of that 
portion of it with reference to the oath, and ! 
do so. And notwithstanding all that has beer 


said by my colleagues upon that committer, 
criticising my course in reference to it, [ ai 
almost the only member of the committee, 
believe, who has spoken upon the subject w29 
has not offered to amend the bill. 
The gentleman from South Carolina { Mr. 
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eMORE] desires to amend it, and has 
amendment. The gentleman from 
LAWRENCE] just now tried to get 
ong amendment. ‘The gentleman from 
n [Mr. Pane] criticised many things 

are provided in the bill, and declare ed 
. the House that which I believe is not 
that the loyal people of Virginia desired 
st-oath, and by his whole speech left it in 
here before the House whether he was 

r of the bill or against it. ‘That gen- 

n undertook in the outset of his speech 
ntous and threatening manifesto to 
that alia he got through he would char- 
rize my course as it deserved. I expected 
ething very threatening. I expected to hear 
‘of a lion before the gentleman got 
rh, but he was obliged to stick so closely 

; manuscript that he forgot it, or for some 
ver reason he neglected any further refer- 
ee to my course, and [ found last it was 
t alion at all, but only *‘Snug the joiner.’’ 
aughter. | Why, sir, Congress’ authorized 
people of Virginia to vote the test-oath out 
they did so by a 


1 7 


i 


a f 






t 


their constitution, and 
jority of forty thousand. Then how can it 
truly said either that they want it or that 


we a right to put it upon the m ? 


The gentle »man from South Carolina [ Mr. 
Watt MORE ] last evening attempt ted to criti- 
ise my course, yet before he got through he 





introduced a lying, absurd document 
: individuals signing thomueiv 2s the | yal 


= 


ople of Virginia, in which they undertook to 
iecken the character of the Governor-elect of 
that State and the efforts of the men who are 
tempting to bring that State into the Union, 
nd 1 desire to say a few words that 
locument. Among the charges contained in 
at lying paper was one that Governor Walker 
was one of the Invincible Club of Chicago 
hich was organized, as this manifesto s 
for the purpose of releasing the rebel prisoner: 
at Camp Douglas. Sir, Governor Walker was 
chosen president of the Invincible Club of Chi- 
cago when it was a Douglas club and organ- 

ed for the purpose of supporting Stephen A. 
Douglas for the Presidency; and I should like 
to _— of any gentleman upon this floor 

hether Step hen A. Douglas was in the interest 
of the rebellion or the rebel prisoners at C 
1) ugle is? 

Mr. WHITTEMORE.  Iask the gentleman 
to yield to me. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I cannot yield to the 
gentleman just now. Why, Oo my own 
knowledge Governor Walker was a strong 
Douglas man, and sympathized with that great 
man in his political principles up to the day of 
his death. He was with Douglas when he 
nade his great speech in Springfield, in which 
he sounded the key-note to the war Democrats 
of the country in favor of the Union and of 
the war forits maintenance. Governor Walker 
himself made speeches in favor of ~~ war. 
lle went to Springfield and aided in raising 
troops for the successful prosecution of the war. 
[t is a libel, a gross, black, damnable libel, to 
charge him with what has been charged in 
the lying document to which I have referred. 
Why, sir, read at the Clerk’ 
desk last eve ning resolutions which Gove? 
Walker asked Virginia to pass, and the only 

vason why the Legislature of Virgivia did not 
pass them was because your Atrorney General 
said that the y had no authori ity to engé age jn any 
kind of legislation or to do ‘anything 9eyou 
ratifying the fifteenth amendment #@@ ©'& ting 
United States Senators. 

Mr. WH ITTEMOP uw ] ask the gentleman 
to yield to me for Rp ares ey . 

Mr. F ARNE Sais well, sir. 

Mr. Ww mil EMORE. The gentleman has 
in ot Liens nt which he has made declared 
sat [have introduced a paper making charges 
which are libelous and false. Now, I under- 
take to Say, sir, that they are true, and I can 
prove the statements there made by the law- 
partner of Governor Walker, and 1 only ask 
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amp 


Sir, t 
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there were 
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that this House may afford me 
to ag luce that proof. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
man in getting up this manifesto and putting 
it into the hands of the gentleman from South 
Carolina for presentation isa man by the name of 
Porter, who was tried and found guilty by a mil- 
itary commission and sentenced tosix months’ 
imprisonment, which sentence was approved 
by General Butler, a then commanded the 
department of the James. This man Porter 
for four months had a ball and chain atts ached 
to his ancle on account of his disloyalty, sedi- 
tion, and drunkenness. And I undertake to 
say without fear of successful contradiction 
that this opposition to the admission of Vir- 
ginia arises from the efforts ot a few men who 
see in the rehabilitation of Virginia and its 
becoming again one of the States of the Union 
that the oflices which they now hold will 
from their hands. I undertake to say that but 
for the efforts of just such men Virginia would 
have been admitted as a State into the Union, 
according to the recommendation of the Pres 
ident of the United States. 

Vhy, sir, we have had procession after pro- 
cession marching their solemn way through 
the corridors of this Capitol to the Recon- 


an opport unit 


The most energetic 


}: 
slip 


struction Committee room and asking us, 
‘ Hear us now ;’’ we heard them ; ‘‘ Hear us to- 
morrow ;’’ we heard them. And we heard 


them over and over again until we found that 
their statements were but repetitions of allega- 
tions which had been contradicted and 
proved as often as they were made. I desire 
the attention of the House to the ee 
manly letter of Governor Wells, of Virginia. 
his gentleman was the candidate of the Re- 
publican party for vernor of the State 
against Walker. Thetestimony of such aman 


io 
als 


‘ 
‘ 
1 
| 
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Go 





’ ’ : 7% 
must be worth something. lle cannot be en- 
tirely mistaken. His letter, which appears 
- . . ’ ¢ } . 
amons e ** papers relative to the te ith in 
Virginia.’’ is as tollows : 
Ricumonpb, VirGinta, December 10, 1859. 
My Dear Sir: I} had hoped there would be at the 
opening of Congress no division of sentiment in 
Washington onthe subject of the immediate restora- 


surprised at what occurred 
before the Reconstruction Committee on yesterduy. 
W e lave arrived, it seems to me, at a stage in the 
work of reconstruction when it is utterly idle to at- 
tempt the correction of any evil which may exist here 
by a longer denial of Federal representation to the 
mservative or Democrat will be madea 
» bitterness will be assuaged, no ostra- 
amnesty be encour- 


tion of \ irginia, and am 


State. No€ 
Republican, n 
cism be abate 1, nor any spirit of 
aged or oblivion for the past be secured by either an 


exch usion of the State or individuals from any of the 


rights which belong to the most favored of States 
or citizens. Whether such desirable results were 
ever likely to be secured by test-oaths and @stran- 


chisements or not, it is certain they can he: &#Y SUc h 


operation from this time forward. : 
Lt we are ever to secure prosperity our material 
interests, harmony in our social ations, or Justice 
and equality in political ris zt and pes nite 2 i 
must be done by such a ptt sal act of table 
as de prives ever" Aun of the I: ast ve stig re of 
excuse for inflicting br wustice upon others in ret ali 
ation for wrongs ory litical —ae suliered by 
i Youbt the ue, or even believe 


umnesty 





hi - elf. ae sure of liberality will fail of any 
ee: still it 1 the ons reluge now left, 
. reson ought not to hesitate about making 
tna Wii, It should be dope. too, in no ungracious 


the i but fully, freely, ead with the broadest gen- 
Kor ity. [t is idle to And fault with or cavil at the 
means or way by which we have been brought to this 
eondition. Ltisentirelyimmaterial howthe Repub- 
lican pa as deft ited, nor shall we be likely to 
conte rthrow more graciously by longer 
indulging tn tterness, or recrimination. 

[ sine that Virginia may be restored 


riy w 
mplateitsov 
animosity, b 


‘erely hope 





befere the week ends without a single dissenting 
vote: that before the Christmas holidays, by one 
single act of amnesty, the disabilities of every citi- 
zenof this Cemmonwealth may | removed, The 
policy of selecting here and there individuals for 





relief, not because of their superior claims, but 
rather on account of the friends they have ‘at 
court,” or the diligence with which they move their 
suit, is plainly unwise and manifesily unjust; it 
tends largely to aggravate the irritatpn already ex 

isting. [he two hundred men whose lisabilities are 
in this w ay removed are not thereby rendered any 
more the friends of the Governmentthan they were 
before, while all the other unreliered find in this 
last t of unjust congressional discrimination anew 
: tantial complamt, dislike, and 


cause of more subs 

bitterness. al 
Trt ncele longer to rely upm half measures, 
ver the knot by one blow. Untie all hands by one 


AL GLOBE. 


extent. 
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word. If s policy does not succeed, then no other 
affor ¥ any reasonable hope of a better result. I 
bene that you will do all inyour power to secure the 
success and early adoption of this policy, 
I remain, my dear sir, yours, truly 


H. H. WELLS 


Colonel R. W. Hueusgs. 


It will be seen that Governor Wells asks fi 
the unconditional and immediate admissi 
the State of Virginia, and declares that not! 
ing is to be gained by longer delay or by put 
ting operous conditions in the bill. It is a 
letter worthy of Governor Wells, who is n 
only a man of frank and generous impulses, 
but a man of wisdom and sense. I ask atten 
tion also to the following letter from the Sen 
ators and members from Henrico county, 
bracing the city of Richmond, in which they 
fully indorse the pledges given by the com- 
mittee of the Legislature of Virginia which 
have been referred to in this debate: 


em- 


RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, January 1, 187 
To Hon. Zern. TurRNER, 
Chairman ( tee Virginia Legislature 
members of the Legislature from 
hmond and county of Henrico, 1 


ommu 
The undersigned, 
the city of Ri 


nize in the memorial lately presented to Cone: 
by your committee a correct « xpression of the fee! 
ings and purposes of our constituents in a : p 


the constitution submitted to them in the " elk 
tion, and a just interpretation of the pledge made by 

ich of us in taking the oath of office as les gisla 
under the said constitution. 

We have seen no disposition on the part of the 
people since the election to regret or retract their 
action in this respect; and we therefore feel ful 
authorized, as the representatives of those who 
elected us, to concur in your memorial, and to ask, 


through your committee, the immediate and un 
ditional admission of the State into the Union upon 
the facts and pledges contained therein. 

R. COURTNEY, 


CHARLES CAMPBELI 
NORMAND SMITH 


A. M. KEILEY, 

AUG. BUDEKER, 
STEPHEN MASON, 
WILLIAM LOVENSTEIS 
J. B. CRENSHAW, 
JACOB 8S. ATLEE 


G. K. GLLMEI 
L. H. FRAYSER, 
House f Del gates 
I also desire to have pri inted wi my remarks 


the following letter 


Wasuinorton, D. ¢ 


January 12, 1870 
General FARNSWORTH, 
Acting Chairman J 
The undersigned, members of the Virginia legisla 
tive committee appoin ted to visit Washington aud 
memorialize Congress for the admission of the State, 
being informed that reports are being indus triou ly 
c iroals ated charging that they, in a conversation 
whick occurre “«l between W ashington and Richmond, 
seserted that ‘they had fooled the Reconstruction 
Committee, thrown dust in their eyes, and otherwise 
deceived the said Reconstruction Committee,’’ would 
respectfully yet earnestly pronounce the reports as 
wholly untrue and unwarranted by any remarks 
made by any of the saideommittee; that our pledges 
on behalf of the Virginia General Assembly, our co: 
stituents, and ourselves were made honestly and in 
good faith, and we have never in the slightest degree 
swerved therefrom. 
7088 B. CRENSHAW, 
W wagon, 
TNO. A. Me AULL, 


De le agater, 


construction Committee 


Of the members of ’ ; 
from the county of Henrico who signe d the let 
ter addressed to the committee of the veil a 
Legislature, only three are Radical Repu! 
licans Of the members of the State ate 
who signed it, only one is a Radical Repub- 
lican. Why, the 2n, do we wait ? 

Gentlemen complain that under the present 
system in Vi irginia colored men are not called 
to sit upon juries. Who is to blame for 
that? Not Governor Walker; not this Vir 
ginia constitution. It is because the old rs 
still prevails in Virginia to a considerable 
General C anby, who is in charge o 
th e district, is a wise and judicious officer, but 

the sheriffs do not summon colored jurors 
neither he nor Governor Walker can be held 
responsible for their not doing so. The pr 
ent state of things will continue as long as the 
sherills carry out the old system. 
you pui this constitution in 
inen wil at onee take their 
Again, ander the old system 


’ the house of delegat: 


But when 
force coloreé 
seats on i-*t©S. 


iyree Men get 





HO? 


funds. When the con- 
litution 1s put in force they will get their 


hare under it. 


no} art of the school 


[ have now, Mr. Speaker, occupied as much 


of the time of the Hlouse as I think to be neces- 
In my opinion this matter should have 
been dealt with and Virginia admitted on the 
first dav of the session, as recommended in his 
message by the President of the United States, 
ut we were told to wait a little and examine 
some statements of fact which had to be made. 
We did examine them, and came to the conclu- 
ion that they were all chatf and nonsense, 
manufactured out of whole cloth, as was the 
manifesto which was submitted to the Llouse 
last night, and which a Republican paper of 
Richmond characterizes yesterday as it deserves 
when it says that it should think the man who 
introduced that into either House of Congress 
would wanttodrag himselfintoavery small hole 
and todrag the hole in after him. | Laughter. | 
That Republican paper, the Richmond Jour- 
nal, the organ of our party, declares that it is 
ashamed of any man who was capable of get- 
ting up that mass of stuff which was laid upon 
your desk last night. It is the last gasping ef- 
fort of the men who feel the oflices of Virginia 
slipping out of their grasp, and [ believe that 
it is here we have the explanation of the pres- 
ent contest about Virginia, both in this ILouse 
and the Senate. We have had before the Re- 
construction Committee members-elect of Con- 
gress from Virginia of the Republican party, 
we have had members of the State Legislature 
of the Republican party, among them one col- 
man, member of the State senate from 
Vetersburg, who made an able, eloquent, and 
noble address to the committee. This black 
man came before our committee and said, 
**'Test-oaths and disfranchisement are not what 
» we want; they will not help the Republican 
partyin Virginia; they do us harm; admit the 
State; admit it promptly and without condi- 
tions; that is what we want; that is what the 
Republican party in Virginia wants, and that is 
what will build as up and make us strong.’’ 
Sir, I believe in the wisdom of that colored 
man more than in that of the man who wore the 
ball and chain. I ask for the vote. 
The first question 
amendment to the bill offered by Mr. Wurr- 
TEMORE: 





Bary. 


ored 


In line nineteen, section one, after the 
** United States,” insert the following: 

And any person who shall falsely take either of 
the aforesaid oaths or affirmations shall be deewed 
guilty of perjury, and shall suffer the pains an 
penalties thereof, and may be tried, convicted, anc 
punished therefor by the circuit court of the United 
States for the district in which said crime was com- 
mitted: and the jurisdiction of said court shall be 
sole and exclusive for the purpose aforesaid. 


words 


‘The question was put; and there were—ayes 
65, noes 5). 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
tellers. 

Mr. WARD. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided 
inthe aflirmative—yeas 125, nays 70, not voting 
17; as follows: 

KAS 


r, Beaman, Beatty 


I call for 


Carthy, MeCrary. MeGrew, 


Orth, Packard, Packer, Palmer, 
Phelps, Pomeroy, Prosser, | 
Schenck, Seofield, Shanks, L 
Sheldon, John A. Smith, William J. 

, * Simi nt ) 
ee ee Stokes, Stoughcon, Strong, Taffe, 
Townsend, Twichell, Tyner. Uyson, Van tlorn, Ward, 


' ’ , \ n B. Wast 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, William B, Washburn, 


laine, 


Smet. 


3 Wheeler, Whittemore, W illard, W illiams, John T. 


Winans, and Wits her 


(dams. 


ve \ ® 
son, 
2 S36 —Meverg, 


; 


. . . ' 
was on the following 


Mesers. Ambler, Ames, Armstrong, Arnell, 
| Beniamin, Bennett, Benton, 
Roles, Bowen, Boyd, George M. Brooks, Buck, Bueck- 
icy, Buflinton, Burchard, Burdett, Roderick R. But- 
ler, Cake, Cessna, Churehill, Clarke, Amasa Cobb, 
Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Conger, Cowles, Cul- 
lom, Dawes, Dickey, Dixon,Donley, Duval, Dyer, 
la, Ferriss, Ferry, Finkeinburg, Fisher, Fitch, Gar- 
field, Gilfillan, Hale, Hamilton, Hawley, Hay, Heflin, 
ilill, Lloar, Hoge, Hooper, Lngersoll, Jenckes, Judd, 
Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Ketcham, Knapp, Laflin, 
Lash, Lawrence, Logan, Loughridge, Maynard, Me- 
Mereur, ;Bliakim i. 
Moore, Jesse IH. Moore, William Moore, Daniel J. 
Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, Negley, O'Neill, 
Peters, 
toote, Sanford, Sargent. 
io 


nel A. Sheldon, Pester 
or- 


Williats Smyth, Seer kweather, 


Archer, Axtell, Bailey, 


- Banks, Barnum, Beck, Biggs, Bingham, Bird, Blair, 
James Drooks, Burr, Calkin, Cleveland, Cox, De- 
weese, Dickinson, Dockery, Dox, Eldridge, Farns- 
worth, Fox, Getz, Golladay, Greene, Griswold, 
Itaight, Haldeman, Hambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, 
Ifeaton, ILolman, Johnson, Kerr, Knott, Marshall, 


Mayham, McCormick, McNeely, Morgan, Mungen, | 


Niblack, Potter, Randall, Reading, Reeves, Kice, 
Rogers, Schumaker, Slocum, JosephS. Smith, Stiles, 
Stone, Strader, Swann, Sweeney, Tanner, Tillman, 
‘Trimble, Van Auken, Van Trump, Voorhees, Wel- 
ker, Wells, Eugene M. Wilson, Winchester, Wood, 
and Woodward—70. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Allison, Benjamin F. But- 
ler, Crebs, Davis, Hays, Hoag, Hotchkiss, Alexan- 
der H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Julian, Lynch, Mor- 
rissey, Poland, Sawyer, Sherrod, Strickland, and 
W ilkinson—17. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


The question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Bincuam, to strike out all after the enact- 
ing clause and insert in lieu thereof the fol- 
lowing: 


Whereas the people of Virginia have adopted a 


constitution republican in form, and have in all re- | 


spects conformed to the requirements of the act of 
Congress entitled “An act authorizing the submis- 
sion of the constitutions of Virginia, Mississippi, and 
‘Texas to a vote of the people, and authorizing the 
| election of State officers provided by the said consti- 
| tutions, and members of Congress,” approved April 
10, 1869: Therefore, 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
actives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
| Sled, That the said State of Virginia is entitled 
to representation in the Congress of the United 
States, 


| Mr. ELDRIDGE. I call for a division, so 
| as to have a separate vote on the preamble. 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman can call 


| for it on the passage of the bill, after the third | 


| reading, if the substitute shall be agreed to. 
| The previous question does not cut off the 


| right. 
| Mr. HOLMAN. I rise to a question of 
'order. I submit that the motion of the gentle- 
| man from Ohio [Mr. BrycHam] was simply to 
' strike out all after the enacting clause of the 
| bill and to insert the words ‘‘ that the State of 
| Virginia is entitled to representation in the 
|| Congress of the United States.”’ 
| TheSPEAKER,. The gentleman from Ohio 
|| [Mr. Bryeuam] can explain his own amend- 
|| ment. 
| Mr. BINGHAM. Ihad the preamble printed 
with the bill in my amendment. It can be 
voted on separately if the substitute shall be 
jadopted. That is what is understood by the 
| Speaker. The question is simply on substi- 
|| tuting the one bill for the other. 
| TheSPEAKER. The Chair so understands. 
| It is now submitted with the preamble. Any 
| member asking for a separate vote on the pre- 
| “ble, either to the bill or to the substitute, if it 
| shali \e adopted, can have it after the engross- 
ment ant third reading of the bill is ordered, 
|| but before we bill is actually read the third 
|| time, 
| - 
| Mr. WARD. 
|| on the substitute. 
] a yeas and nays ah ordered. 
¢ = ease’ was ee “1d it was decided 
|| in the aflirmative—yeas 98, nay.95 not voting 
| 17; as follows: 
1} 
| YEAS—Messrs. Ades, Archer, Axtell, _— 
| Banks, Barnum, Beck, Biggs, Bingham, Bird, °?? 
Creorge M Brooks, James Brooks, Buckley, 
| ard, Burr, Calkin, Cleveland, Cox, Crebs, Cullom, 
| Dawes, Deweese, Dickinson, Dockery, Dox, Eld- 
| ridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fitch, Fox, 
Garfield, Gets, Golladay, Greene, Griswold, Haight, 
| Haldeman, Jlale, Hambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, 
Hay, Heaton, Holman, Hooper, Ingersoll, Jenckes, 
| Johnson, Kellogg, Kerr, Ketcham, Knott, Ladin, 
| Logan, Marshall, Mayham, McCarthy, McCormick 
| MeNeely, Jesse H. Moore, Morgan, Mungen, Nib- 
| lack, Orth, Peters, Potter, Randall, Reading, Reeves, 
| Rice, Rogers, Sanford, Schumaker, Slocum, Joseph 
S. Smith, Werthington C. Smith, Stiles, Stone, Stra- 
| der, Strong, Swann, Sweeney, Tanner, Tillman, Trim- 


~demand the yeas and nays 


| ble, Van Aukin, VanTrump, Voorhees, W ells, Eugene 
| M. Wilson, .ohn ‘IT, Wilson, Winans, Winchester, 
i \\ itcher, Woe, and Woodward—98. 

NAYS—Meers. Ambler, Ames, Armstrong, Amell, 
Asper, Beamaa, Beatty, Beniamin, Bennett, Benton, 
|| Boles, Bowen, Boyd, Buck, Buftinton, Burdett, Rod- 
erick R. Butle, Cake, Cessna, Churchill, Clarke, 
| Amasa Cobb, Ointon_L. Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Con- 
rer, Cowles, Ditkey, Dixon, Donley, Duval, Dyer, 
Mla, Ferriss, Fisher, Gilfillan, Hamilton, Hawley, 
Hetlin, Hill, Hear, Hoge, Judd, Kelley, Kelsey, 


Knapp, Lash, Lawrence, 





Burd; | 
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McCrary, McGrew, Merecur, Eliakim I] on 
liam Moore, Daniel J. Morreli, oon Se eee 
Myers, Negley, O'Neill, Packard, Packer Pai 
Palmer, Phelps, Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots. Sa. 
Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, Porter Sheldon, J.) 
Smith, William J. Smith, William Smyth) 2.) 
weather, Stevens, Stevenson, Stokes, "‘Btought e 
Taffe, Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Van } [ 
Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, William 2 W ~ 
burn, Welker, Wheeler, Whittemore, Willard — 
W illiams—95, a 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Allison, Ber 
Butler, Davis, Hays, Hoag, Hotchkiss 
H{. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Julian, Lynch, Mor- 
sey, Poland, Sawyer, Lionel A. Sheldon, Shery, 
Strickland, and Wilkinson—17, = 


So the substitute of Mr. Bincnan wa, 
adopted. 


The bill, as amended, was then ordered ,,, 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The question was upon the passage of tho 
bill as amended. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Upon that question [ ¢.)) 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. LAWRENCE and Mr. MAYNARD 
called for a separate vote upon the pream)o 
of the bill. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Must not the vote be first 
taken upon the passage of the bill and then 
upon the preamble? 

The SPEAKER. That would be the proper 


re. Whos 


in A, 


jamin | 


Zs 


’ Alexan ls 


| course in reference to the preamble of a joint 
| resolution, but not in reference to the pre- 
'| amble of a bill, as will be seen by a rule which 
| the Clerk will read. 


| proper to consider the preamble. It 
| that it might appropriately be done a/ter the bill has 





The Clerk read as follows: 


** When a bill is taken up incommittee, or on its sec- 
ond reading, they postpone the preamble till the other 
parts of the bill are gone through. The reason is 
that on consideration of the body of the bill such 
alterations may therein be made as may also occa- 
sion the alteration of the preamble.” 

“(In the case of a resoiution with a preamble, there 
is no difficulty as to the time at which the preamble 
is to be considered, nor in any case in Committee of 
the Whole; but in the House, in the case of a bill 
with a preamble, there is some uncertainty as to the 
particular stage in which the bill must be when it is 
It would seem 


been ordered to be engrossed and read athird time, and 
before the third reading takes place. By this course 
the bill can be engrossed either with or without the 


| preamble, as the House shall have determined. But 
| where aseparate vote on the preamble is not asked 


for before the bill is read a third time the preamble 
is considered as adopted.}”’ 

The SPEAKER. This bill, there fore, is 
now in the exact condition when it is proper 
to call for a separate vote on the preamble. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I do not call for the yeas 
and nays on the preamble. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I call for the yeas and 
nays. 

The question was taken upon ordering the 
yeasand nays; and upon a division there were— 
ayes 22, noes 95; not one fifth voting in the 
affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was upon adopting the pre- 


amble. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. Let the preamble be 


|| again read. 


The preamble was read, as follows: 
Whereas the people of Virginia have adopted a 


|| constitution republican in form, and have in all re- 





spects conformed to the requirements of the act of 
Congress entitled ‘An act authorizing the submis- 


_sion of the constitutions of Virginia, Mississippi, and 





Loughridge, Maynard, |; 


| pfxasto a vote of the people, and authorizing the 


©“ion of State officers provided by the said con- 
stitutions, and members of Congress,” approved April 


10, 1869, 
_The question was then taken; and upon a 
division, there were—ayes 76, noes 64. 
0 the preamble was adopted. 


— bill, on amended, was then read the third 


- he question was up... ¢ho passage of the 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Upu. 
I call for the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded au. .,¢ 
main question ordered. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I call for the yeas ane 
nays on the passage of this bill. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. | 
The question was then taken; and it 


that question 


was 


n, Van 
1) Washbur 
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1870. 


jin the 


aflirmative—yeas 142, nays 49, 
‘ q 


ing as follows: 
4 


-,¢--Messrs. Adams, Ames, Archer, Armstrong, 
 pailey, Banks, Barnum, Beaman, Beck, 
Bennett. Biggs, Bins n, Bird, Blair, 

{. Bro James Brooks, Buck, Buckley, 
Burdett, Burr, Roderick R. Butler, Cake, 

( i chill, Clinton L. Cc »bb, Cook, Cc meer, 

"Cox, Crebs, Cullom, Dawes, Deweese, Dick- 

‘». Dockery, Dox, Duval, Dyer, Eldridge, Farns 





be 
KS, 








Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fitch, Fox, Garfield, 
(ifllan, Golladay, Greene, Griswold, Haight, 
fale, Llambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, 


on, Heflin, Hill, Holman, Hooper, Inger- 
kes, Johnson, Judd, Kellogg, Kerr, Ketch- 
i nott, Laflin, Lash, Logan, Marshall, Mayham, 
thy. MeCormick, McGrew, McNeely, Mercur, 
iil. Moore. Jesse LL. Moore, Morgan, Daniel 

* \torrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Mungen, Myers, Nib- 
orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, Peters, Poland, 
Prosser, Randall, Reading, Reeves, Rice, 
Sanford, Sargent, Schenck,Schumaker, Sco- 
rter Sheldon, Slocum, John A. Smith, Joseph 
Worthington C. Smith, Starkweather, 
R Stone, Stoughton, Strader, Strong, Swann, 
‘oy, Lanner, Tillman, Trimble, Twichell. Tyner, 
Van Auken, Van Trump, Voorhees, William 
Washburn, Welker, Wells, Williams, Eugene M. 


~ ith 





. John T. Wilson, Winans, Winchester, 
, Wood, and Woodward—142. 
,YS—Messrs. Ambler, Arnell, Asper, Beatty, 


in. Boles. Bowen, Boyd, Buffinton, Cessna, 
» Amasa Cobb, Coburn, Dickey, Dixon, Donley, 
Ferriss, Fisher, ILamilton, Hawley, Hoar, Hoge, 
y, Kelsey, Lawrence, Lougbridge, Maynard, 
vy. William Moore, Negley, 0’ Neill, Palmer, 
: Pomeroy, Roots, Shanks, William J. Smith, 
m Smyth, Stevens, Stevenson, Stokes, Taffe, 
nd, Ward, Cadwalader C.Washburn, Wheeler, 
\ temore, and Willard—49., } 
“ot VOTING—Messrs. Allison, Benjamin F. But- 
y Cleveland, Davis, Hays, Lloag, Hotehkiss, Alex- 
ler H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Julian, Knapp, 
). Morrissey. Sawyer, Lionel A. Sheldon, Sher- 
1, St 19. 


af . 
vi rar 


trickland, Van Horn, and Wilkinson- 

So the bill was passed. 

During the roll-eall, 

Mr. PETERS said: My colleague, Mr. 
Lyncn, is necessarily absent. If he were 

e he would vote on,” 

lhe result of the vote was announced as 

bove stated. 

Mr. BINGHAM moved to reconsider the 
vote just taken; and also moved that the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

lhe latter motion was agreed to. 

ASSIGNMENT OF COMMITTEE-ROOMS 

Mr. TANNER. The Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, to whom was referred 

» resolution of the House in relation to the 

cation of the House post oflice, have in- 
structed me to submit a report. 

lhe report, which was read, states that the 
committee, after examining the subject, are 
of opinion that the necessities of the public 
business require that the Committee of Ways 
and Means and the Committee on Appropria- 
tions should have more extended accommoda- 
tions, and they recommend that the resolution 
of the 11th instant assigning rooms to those 
committees to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads and to the House post office 
be carried into They find that the 
new room thus assigned to the House post 
othee will be suflicient for all business of that 
office, but would be greatly overcrowded by 
placing the branch of the city post office in the 
same room. ‘They recommend that one of the 
unoccupied committee-rooms prepared during 
the vacation of Congress be assigned to the 
branch city post oflice. They find that the 
room occupied by the stationery clerk asa 
private office would add greatly to the con- 
venience of the Committee on Banking and 
Currency ; and they recommend that that room 


be assigned to that committee in addition to 
the room already assigned to it. 


a 
effect. 


To carry out 
these necessary recommendations the com- 
mittee recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution: 


_ Resolved, That the branch city post office be 
signed to any one of the unoceupied committee-rooms 
prepared during the summer vacation of Congre “_ 
and that the room now occupied as the private office 
of the stationery clerk be assigned to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency, in addition to the room 
already assigned to that committee. 


Mr. TANNER. | move the pre ious ques 
tion upon the adoption of 
read. 


the resolution just | 
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The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the oper- 
ation thereof the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the vote just 
taken be reconsidered; and also moved that 
the motion to feconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DICKEY. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask unani- 
mous that the order for adjourning 
over till Monday be rescinded, and that the 

louse meet to-morrow for debate only. 

Mr. DICKEY. L insist on my motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
(at five o’clock and twenty minutes p. m.) 
adjourned till Monday next. 


1 move that the House do 


ot 


consent 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 


By Mr. AXTELL: The petition of Thomas | 


I’. Bowler, for relief. 

Also, the petition of Thomas F. Bowler, 
praying that the Postmaster General may be 
authorized to settle his accounts for loss sus- 
tained in the annulment of his contract for 
carrying the mail on route No. 10615. 

By Mr. BEAMAN: The petition of Benja- 
min T. Gunter, of Accomac county, Virginia, 
praying for relief from disabilities by virtue of 
the amendment to the Constitution. 

Also, the petitionof J.J. Littlefied and others, 
of Petersburg, Michigan, praying for the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of P. R. Adamsand others, 


| of Tecumseh, Michigan, to the same effect. 


By Mr. BECK: The petition of Warfield & 
Co., of Lexington, Kentucky, for payment of 
$955, proceeds of whisky, seized by the Gov- 
ernment, which they had purchased on cer- 
tificate of the assessor and collector of the 
district. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin B. Grooms 
& Co., praying for payment upon their con- 
tract for the delivery of mails to the Govern- 
ment of the United States at Nashville, ‘l'en- 
nessee, and exhibits accompanying the same. 

By Mr. BENNETT: The petition of I. W. 
Benson and 2,275 others, asking for a pension 
to be granted to the surviving soldiers of the 
war of 1812 and their widows. 

By Mr. BUFIFINTON: The petition of the 
Hon. J. Bourne, jr., and 300 others, citizens of 
New Bedford, Massachusetts, praying for a 
repeal of the duty on coal. 

Also, the memorial of Captain V. B. Nick- 
erson, and 26 others, citizens of South Dan- 





| vers, Massachusetts, praying for the abolition 


of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. BURCHARD: Petitions from citi- 
zens of Milledgeville and Elkhorn Grove, Car- 
roll county, Illinois, for abolition of the frank- 


| ing privilege. 


} 


By Mr. CESSNA: A petition of citizens of 
Franklin county, Pennsylvania, praying Con- 
gress to abolish the franking privilege. 

Also, a memorial of iron manufacturers of 
Pennsylvania, against any reduction of the 
tariff on iron. 

Also, the petition of John Stillwell, of Ful- 
ton county, Pennsylvania, a soldier of the war 
of 1812, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. CLARKE: The petition of Joseph 
Collins and others, for ition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: A petition of 
citizens of Reedsburgh, Sauk county, Wiscon- 
sin, for the repeal of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. COOK: A petition of citizens of 
Lastaut, Illinois, praying for the abolition of 


the franking privileg 


the abo 








ae m Pe 

Also, a petition « tizens of New Rutland, 
Illinois, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 


I 
By Mr. COWLES: 


A petition of citizens of 


' cers and members ofthe Luzerne C 


Cayuga county, New York, for pension to sol 
diers af the war of 1812. 

By Mr. DUVAL: The petition of I. 
and others, citizens of Ritchie co 
Virginia, for the abolition of 
privilege. 

By Mr. FINKELNBURG: A petitio: 
citizens of Franklin county, Missouri, for a 
lition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Jeff 
county, Missouri, for same. 

By Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts: 1} 
petition of William Claflin and others, engaged 
in the hide, leather, and bootand shoe trade, | 
the removal of all duty on imported raw hides, 
skins, and tanning materials. 

By Mr. KELSEY: A petition of 39 citizen 
of Stanley Corners, New York, for the abol 
ition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. McGREW: A petition of 89 citizens 
of Marion county, West Virginia, asking for 
the passage of a law abolishing the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. MeNEELY: A petition of certain 
citizens of Mason county and of Fulton county, 
Illinois, asking the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. MAYHAM: Twopetitionsof citizens 
of Albany, New York, praying for the erection 
of a building for the United States courts, post 
office, &e., in that city. 

By Mr. MERCUR: A petition of 72 citizens 
of Wyrox, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, 
praying that the franking privilege be abol 
ished. 

By Mr. MYERS: The petition of Hugh 
Alexander, late a captain of company G, one 
hundred and ninth Pennsylvania volunteers, 
praying the passage of a bill granting him the 
arrears of pay due him up to the time of his 
discharge from the service of the United States 

Also, the petition of James Dailey. late 
private company G, sixty-ninth regiment Penn 


ubty, 
the frank I 


| sylvania volunteers, for an invalid pension. 


Also, the petition of Captain George M. Col 
vocoresses, United States Navy, asking restora 
tion to the active list. 

By Mr. READING: The .memorial of the 
Montgomery Iron Company and others, repre 
senting thirty-seven furnaces in the Lehigh, 
Schuylkill, and Susquehanna regionsin Penn 
sylvania. for an inquiry into the data upon which 
Commissioner Wells based his late report. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Bucks 
county, Pennsylvania, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. ORTH: A petition of many citizens 
of Indiana, praying for relief to certain soldiers 
of the late war. 

By Mr. REEVES: A petition froth citizens 
of the State of New York, for the improve 
ment of Peconic river, in Suffolk county, New 
York. 

By Mr. STEVENS: The petition of James 
Scales and 45 others, citizens of Andover, New 
Hampshire, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts : 
The petition of Lyman Woodward and 50 
others, legal voters of Hubbardston, Massa- 
chusetts, praying that the franking privilege be 
abolished, 

Also, the petition of Joseph Whitcomb and 
45 others, legal voters of Kast Princeton, Mas- 
sachusetts, to the same purpose and effect. 

By Mr. WHEELER: A petition of numer- 
ous citizens of the town of Malone, Franklin 
county, New York, for the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: A petition of 45 « 
zens of Larwill, Indiana, praying for the al) 
lition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WOODWARD: A petition eieet 

Med 
ical Society, for a law which shall permanent'y 
accord to medical officers of the Navy s 
rank, material privileges, immunities, and a 
commodations as are necessary to the ethciency 
of the service. 


abolition of the 


unty 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 17, 1870. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
Man, D. D. 

The Journal of Iriday last 
approved, 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair sub- 
mnits a communication from the Secretary of 
the Interior, transmitting papers, in response 
to the resolution of the Senate of the Lith of 
December, LSGO9, in relation to the sale of cer- 
tain lands in Kansas known ns the lands of 
the ‘* Black Bob band’ of Shawnees. This 
communication will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. ‘Lhe papers are very 
voluminous, and unless a motion is made to 
print the Chair will not order it. 


was read and 


Mr. POMEROY. I should like to have 
them printed. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 


from Kansas asks that they be printed. ‘The 
Chair hears no objection, and the printing will 
be ordered, 

The VICK PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a report from the Secretary of War, 
communicating, in compliance with aresolution 
of the Senate of April 19, 1869, information 
iu relation to obstructions to navigation at the 
Southwest Passof the Mississippi river; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
apd ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from 
the Secretary of War, communicating a report 
of the chief engineer upon the harbor of San 
Diego, California; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Ife also laid before the Senate a letter from 
the Secretary of State, calling the attention of 
Congress to the indemnity funds received from 
the Governments of China and Japan; which 
was referred to the Committee on Toreign 
itelations, and ordered to be printed. 

Hle also laid before the Senate a report of 
the commission appointed by a joint resolution 
of the Senate and House of Representatives to 
select a site for the erection of a building for 
& new State Department; which was referred 
to the Committee on Publie Buildings and 
Grounds. 

Hie also laid before the Senate a report from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, communicating, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate 
of December 20, 1869, the report of H. H. 
MelIntyre, late special agent of that Depart- 
ment for Alaska; which was referred to the 
Committee on Territories, and ordered to be 
printed, 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICK PRESIDENT presented a reso- 
lution of the Legislature of Missouri, in favor 
of an appropriation for the erection of a pub- 
lic building tor the accommodation of the post 
oflice and the United States courts at Jefferson 
City, in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be printed. 

the VICK PRESIDENT also presented a 
resolution adopted at the semi-annual session 
ofthe Grand Encampment, department of New 
York, Grand Army of the Republic, held at 
Booth’s Theater, in the city of New York, July 
21 and 22, 1869, in favor of an amendment to 
the revenue laws so as to exempt honorably 
discharged soldiers, sailors, and marines from 
the special tax imposed on those playing hand- 
organs and other musical instruments; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
New York, praying the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege; which was referred to the Com- 
inittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Franklin, Summit county, Ohio, praying the 
abolition of the franking privilege; which was 


Post Roads. 
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Ife also presented a petition of citizens of 
Camden, Illinois, and a petition of citizens of 
Spring Valley, Ohio, praying the abolition of 
the franking privilege; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a memorial 
from Henry Mahler, a citizen of Prussia, and 
a man of culture and of science. He states, in 
very respectiul and persuasive language, that 
he has contributed valuably and essentially to 
the success of the I*rench cable as an experi- 
ment, and he asks that in any adjustment 
made in regard to it we may take into consid- 
eration his claims and aflix such requirements 
as may be deemed just. Lask that it be referred 
to the Committee on loreign Relations. 


Mr. POMEROY. Lwish to suggest in regard 


to that petition that it is a petition from a citi- 
zen of a foreign Government. Is it in order 
for such petitions to be presented here ? 

The ViCKk PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair does 
not know what the usage of the Senate is, but 
in the House of Representatives they have not 
been received except by permission. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think they have not 
been received here. 

Mr. CONKLING. IL am quite aware of 
that, and therefore it was that | said that this 
gentleman stated in very respectful and per- 
suasive language his case, and I| asked, in 
courtesy, that it might be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. POMEROY. Lhave no objection to that. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, I have. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. 


The Chair is 


informed that the same usage prevails in the | 


Senate as in the House of Representatives ; 
that petitions from foreigners are not received. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 think we had best not 
changetherule.  [ object to this petition being 
received, I know nothing about it; but if it 
is to be put on the ground that it is respectful 
and polite, then we have got to examine every 
petition that comes from a foreigner and ascer- 
tain its character; and it seems to me we had 
better adhere to the rule. 

Mr. CONKLING. 1 will state tothe honor- 
able Senator, if he will allow me, that I thought 
this was a proper case of exception, not merely 
because it was respectful, as I said, but because 
it relates to u matter in common between us 
and aforeign country. ‘This cable touches both 
shores. ‘This man hasaclaim which he thinks 
pertains to us as well as to the proprietors of 
this cable, who are foreigners. 
as the Senator will see, a very peculiar case, 


|| and a case, it struck me, which made it proper 


| put, 


for me to ask that the courtesy which as a gen- 


| eral rule would not be extended should not be 
| denied here. 


The Senator will see that such 
an instance can very rarely arise; indeed I am 
not sure that another illustration of it could be 
So [hope Senators will not insist on the 
objection, but allow it to be referred. 


The VICK PRESIDENT, 


| formed that whenever this fact has been dis- 
| closed the Senate, heretofore once upon the 


presentation of a petition by the then Senator 


_ from Maryland, (Mr. Johnson,) who is not now 


a member of the body, formally decided that 
they could not receive a petition from a foreign 
subject. The objection, therefore, having been 
made in this case, the Chair must decline to 
entertain a motion to receive this petition. 
Mr. CONKLING. I have several other 
petitions to present. I present the resolutions 
of the Grand Army of the Republic for the 


department of the State of New York, — 


attention to the onerous special tax impose 


upon disabled soldiers who earn a living by | 
playing upon hand-organs, which they ask to 


have removed. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING presented a petition of 


citizens of the county of Ontario, New York, 
| praying for the abolition of what is known as 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and | 


the franking privilege; which was referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


tis therefore, | 


‘The Chair is in- 
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IIe also. presented a petition of citizens , 
Albany, New York, praying for the eree:;, 
of a publie building for the accommodation , 
the post office and other purposes ; whieh y 

referred to the Committee on Appropriat; om 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of c,. 

: tT Citi. 
zens of Anson, Maine, praying the abolitio, 
of the franking privilege ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. c 

Mr. POMEROY. I presenta petition, nu. 
erously and respectably signed by citizens « 
lowa Point, Doniphan county, Kansas. pray: 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege 
1 am in favor of what they pray for, and I poy. 
that their petition be referred to the Comm). 
tee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented a memorial o: 
Lackett, Davis & Co., Edward Pearce, and s 
G. Coleman, remonstrating against the grant. 
ing of the petition of George H. Corliss for 4} 
| extension of his letters-patent of March 10. 
|| 1849, for improvements in the steam-engine : 

which was referred to the Committee on Pa: 
, ents. 

Mr. MORTON. I present a memorial jy 
the form of a resolution adopted by a number 
of soldiers of the war of 1812 ata meeting held 
_at Lebanon, Indiana, at which they ‘ resolved 
that itis just that the few soldiers of the war 
of 1812 still living should receive from the 
Government pensions for the balance of their 
|| lives.’? This memorial is signed by some forty 
soldiers of the war of 1812, and their ages are 
| given, none under seventy-six years and none 
over eighty-six years. I move that this memo- 
rial be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SAULSBURY presented a petition of 
citizens of Sussex county, Delaware, praying 
the abolition of the franking privilege ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. DRAKE. I present resolutions passed 
by the General Assembly of the State of Mis- 
souri, requesting Congress to make appropria- 
| tions for public buildings of the Government 
| at the capital of the State, and I ask that they 
be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator desire that they be read or referred? 

Mr. DRAKE. 1 was under the impression 
that it was the custom when resolutions of a 
State Legislature were presented to read them. 

The VICI) PRESIDENT. It is not the in- 

variable custom. They are generally referred 
| and always printed if the Senator presenting 
them desires to have them printed. The Sen- 
| ator can have them read if he desires. 
Mr. DRAKE. No, sir; Ido not desire that 
' they be read. I move that they be printed 
and referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I present quite a number 
of petitions for the abolition of the franking 
privilege, and in doing so I will make a remark. 
While | have always been in favor of the abo 
lition of the franking privilege I cannot fail to 
observe the rather peculiar means now used to 
cail our attention to the matter. I have voted 
for the repeal of the franking privilege for, | 
believe, ten or fifteen years, and shall do it 
whilé I am a member of Congress, and hope 
to see it abolished ; but it must be observei, 
and I have noticed in regard to all petitions, 
that they are always signed by the postmaster 
and by others. These papers are no doubt 
printed at the Government expense and sei 
all over the country free of postage, themselves 
franked no doubt and sent back tous. It seems 


of 


|| to me it will bea better reform not to load 
down the mails with these numerous petitions 
sent ftom this point all over the country and 
then sent back to us numerously signed. | 
|| hope, however, notwithstanding this unuusus! 
| effort, the franking privilege will be abolished. 
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I move 
Commit- 


reat nuisance and annoyance. 
. shese petitions be referred tothe 
» Post Offices and Post Roads. 
» motion was agreed to. 
vr. VICKERS presented two petitions of 
ens of Maryland, praying the abolition of 
feanking privilege; which were referred 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
“He also presented a petition of Thomas M. 
ley, of Virginia, praying the removal of 
litical disabilities ; which was referred to 
select Committee on the Removal of Polit- 
i] Disabilities. 
WARNER presented the petition of 
George W. Tarlton, praying to be compensated 
- certain property sold by order of the United 
States district court for the northern district 
New York; which was referred to the Com- 
‘ttee on Claims. 
‘He also presented the petitions of Robert 
Givens and William Freeman, of Alabama, 


ae 


Vf} 


irviving soldiers of the war of 1812, praying | 


be allowed pensions ; which were referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WILLEY presented the petitions of W. 
t. Staples, John I’. Wall, and Alexander P. 
iskridge, of Virginia, praying to be relieved 
from their political disabilities; which were 

eferred to the Select Committee on the Re- 
moval of Political Disabilities. 

Mr.SCHURZ. Ipresent a memorial, signed 
by several citizens of Missouri, asking that such 
action be taken in conferring rank on staff 
oflicers of the Navy as will enable them to fill 
their now depleted corps with such talent as 
the service demands, that the efficiency of our 
Navy may be thus fully insured. 

ference to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

(he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHURZ also presented a petition of 
citizens of New Madrid, Missouri, praying the 
abolition of the franking privilege ; which was 
eferred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 


I move its | 


He also presented the petition of Ferdinand 


Simon, of San Antonio, Texas, praying the 
removal of his political disabilities; which was 
referred to the Select Committee on the Re- 
moval of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented two petitions of 


citizens of Ohio, praying such a change in the | 


Constitution of the United States as will recog- 
nize Almighty God as the supreme authority 
in all civil government; which were referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented resolutions of the Board 
of Trade of Cleveland, Ohio, praying that the 
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of November, 1862; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SCOTT presented a petition of citizens 
of Parryville, Carbon county, Pennsylvania, 
against a reduction of the present rate of duty 
upon pig-iron; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Hartsville, Bucks county, Pennsylvania, pray- 


| ing for the abolition of the franking privilege ; 


which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM presented a petition 
of citizens of Guilford, Connecticut, praying 
the abolition of the franking privilege; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of cit- 
izens of Carroll City, Carroll county, Iowa, 
praying the abolition of the franking privilege ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 


| Offices and Post Roads. 


Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of cit- 
izens of Boston, Massachusetts, asking that 
such action be taken in conferring rank on 
‘* staff officers’’ as will enable them to fill their 
now depleted corps with such talent as the 
service demands, that the efficiency of our 
Navy may be thus fully insured; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SUMNER. I also present a petition 
of citizens of Scituate, in Massachusetts, and 


| another petition of citizens of East Weymouth, 
| Massachusetts, for the abolition of the frank- 
| 


| to the Committee on 


ing privilege. These are the first petitions of 
this kind that I have presented, and I take the 
occasion to remark that while personally I 
shall be very glad to be relieved of the burden 
of franking, which is here entitled a privilege, 
I must confess that in my opinion many of the 
arguments that I have heard against it are 
pushed too far. I think there is, if I may so 
call it, an extravagance of opposition. I move 
the reference of these petitions to the Commit- 
tee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CRAGIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Troy, New Hampshire, praying the abolition 
of the franking privilege ; which was referred 
Post Offices and Post 


Roads. 
Mr. SAWYER presented a petition of J. R. 
Verdier and others, citizens of Beaufort, South 


|| Carolina, praying for the restoration of lands 


Secretary of War be authorized to provide for | 


the taking of meteorological observations in the 


interior, and also praying the exemption from | 
duty of all materials used in ship-building ; | 


W hich were referred to the Committee on the 
ltevision of the Laws of the United States. 
Mr. RAMSEY presented a petition of citi- 


zens of Red Wing, Minnesota, praying the | 


abolition of the franking privilege ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 


Post Roads. 

Mr. KENTON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Kast Randolph, New York, praying 
the abolition of the franking privilege ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Harmon E. 


Wentworth, late second lieutenant fourteenth 


New y ork artillery, praying Congress to pass 
a bill for his relief, allowing him the full pay 
and emoluments of a second lieutenant of 
heavy artillery from the 7theday of June, 1864, 
to the 16th day of April, 1865 ; 


t \ which was re- 
ferred to the Committ 


ee on Military Affairs. 
He also presented the memorial of A. oe 


Richardson, of New York. praying that the 


Lou ot 


rt 
cause in the matter of his claim for compensa- 
tion for the use of the steamer Niagara by the 
Government of the United States, chartered 
by Cornelius Vanderbilt, esq., on the 27th day 


Claims be authorized to rehear the | 


in South Carolina sold under act of Congress 
of the 7th of June, 1862; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ROBERTSON presented the petition of 
C. C. Johnson, of Richmond, Virginia, praying 
to be relieved of his political disabilities ; which 
was referred to the select Committee on the 

temoval of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. BOREMAN presented the petitions of 
R. M. Bentley, of Loudoun county, Virginia ; 
Ellicott M. Braxton. of Fredericksburg, Vir- 
ginia; and William H. Harrison and Edmund 
and John H. Harrison, praying the removal of 
their political disabilities ; which were referred 
to the select Committee on the Removal of 
Political Disabilities. 

Mr. CORBETT. I desire to present the 
memorial and petition of the Ladies’ Seamen’s 
Friend Society, and their board of counsel and 
others, of the city of San Francisco, with an 
accompanying bill, desiring some regulation 
as to seamen, and to free them from shipping 
masters and landlordism. It is a matter of 
considerable importance, and [ desire to have 
it referred, with the accompanying bill, to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

It was so referred. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. POMEROY, it was 1| 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of William 
Rose, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. HARLAN, it was 


Ordered, Fhat the petition and papers of George | 
T. Wiggins be taken from the files of the Senateand | 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 
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On motion of Mr. CONKLING. it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of R. P. 
Parrott be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Horace Porter, his Secretary. 
announced that the President had approved 
and signed the enrolled bill (S. No. 92) in 
addition to the act entitled ‘* An act to incorpo- 
rate the Washington, Alexandria, and George 
town Steam Packet Company.” 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bil! 
(S. No. 396) granting lands to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad and telegraph from 
Portland to Astoria and McMinnville, in the 
State of Oregon, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs, to whom was recommitted the joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 40) authorizing the Sec- 
retary of War to take charge of the Gettysburg 
and Antietam national cemeteries, reported 
it without amendment, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 87) 
granting the use of the storehouses in Judi- 
ciary Square to the Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation of Washington, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. SUMNER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 115) relating to telegraphic com- 
munication between the United States and 
foreign countries, reported it with an amend- 
ment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 350) to provide 
for the adjustment and satisfaction of claims 
of American citizens for spoliations committed 
by the French prior to the 3lst day of July, 
1801, reported it without amendment and sub- 
mitted a report thereon; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on 
Territories, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 362) regulating descents in the Territory 
of Utah, reported it without amendment. 

POTOMAC INSURANCE COMPANY. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on the Dis 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 883) to renew and continue in force 
the charter of the Potomac Insurance Com- 
pany of Georgetown, District of Columbia, 
have instructed me to report it back favorably 
without amendment; and as it simply extends 
the charter of an old fire insurance company 
that has existed since 1831 I ask that it may 
be put upon its passage. It will not take over 
five minutes, 1 presume. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. It provides that the act entitled 
‘* An act to incorporate a fire insurance com 
pany in Georgetown, in the District of Colum- 
bia,’’ approved March 2, 1831, and the act en- 
titled ‘*An act to amend the charter of the 
Potomac Insurance Company of Georgetown,” 
approved the 3d of March, 1837, and the act 
entitled 


‘“‘An act to renew and continue in 
force the charter of the Potomac Insurance 
Company of Georgetown,’’ approved the 27th 


of January, 1851, be reénacted and extended 
from the date of the expiration of the last 
mentioned act until the repeal of this act 

The bill also proposes to amend so much of 
section eight of the original charter as restri 
the company to having its office in Georgetown, 
District of Columbia, so as to permit thie « 
pany to remove its place of business to \ 
ington, District of Columbia, if it so el 

The bill was reported to the Senate with 
amendment. 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not 
pose any objection; but I beg 
triend to give us an explanation, that we m 
understand it. I 


»> va 


wish to int 


my honorawi 


observe that three acts which 
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would appear to be obsolete are revived or 
renewed by this bill. If the honorable Sen- 
ator willexplain why that is I shall be obliged 
to lim. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
tered in 1851. In 
tending itand granting some additional powers, 
made thereby a part of the charter, was passed. 
In 1851 another bill was passed giving them 
some additional powers. ‘This bill simply con- 
tinues the three acts, which together constitute 
the charter. 


Mr. CONKLING. 


The company was char- 


And allows them to have 


1837 an additional act ex- | 


an office in Wasbington and Georgetown be- | 


sides? 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
them in their office in the District of Columbia 
to Georgetown. They now ask, if they choose 
so to elect, to have an office in the city of 
Washington. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
only one office ?”’ 

Mr. HAMLIN. Only one office. 

‘The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
tliird reading, read the third time, and passed. 


So that they will have 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. HARLAN. Ihave been requested by 


citizens of Washington to ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill. I do so, expressing no opinion as 
to its merits either way, and ask that it be read 
twice, referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and printed. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 899) to authorize 
the paving and sewerage of M street, Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 


the District of Columbia, and ordered to be | 


rinted, 

Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 400) for the relief of Major J. W. Nichols, 
paymaster United States Army; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HOWARD asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 401) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act 
yranting lands to aid in the construction of a 
railroad and telegraph line from the States of 
Missouri and Arkansas to the Pacific coast by 
the southern route,’’ approved July 27, 1866; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on the Pacific Railroad, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 402) to amend an act entitled ‘* An act 
relating to the postal laws,’’ approved March 
3, 1865; which was read twice by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM POLLARD. 


Mr. WARNER submitted the following res- 
olution ; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of the Navy bedirected 


to furnish the Senate with the facts connected with | 
the dismissal from the Navy of William Pollard, as | 


-ccond assistant engineer, October 26, 1867. 
HENRY MAILLER, 


Mr. CONKLING. I offer the following 
resolution, and ask that it be adopted : 
_Lesolved, That the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tious be instructed to inquire whether Henry Mahler, 
a citizen of Prussia, has any claims against the »ro- 
prictors or managers of the French cable which 


should. be regarded or protected by the Congress of 
the United States. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection to the consideration of the resolution 
it is before the Senate. The resolution is pend- 
ing. 

Mr. SUMNER. It seems to me that this 
petitioner should be directed rather to exhibit 
his claim and his evidence, that the committee 
may examine it. It seems to me that this is 


The original act confined | 





| ing in a very wide field. 
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imposing a good deal of labor on the commit- 
tee. 
the evidence and make inquiry into the matter. 
Where shall the committee stop? Shall they 
investigate the relations of everybody with the 
l’rench cable—of citizens perhaps of Sweden, 
perhaps of Kngland? Notoriously, English 
subjects are connected with the French cable. 
Shall we undertake to sit in judgment on those 
relations? It seems to me that we are embark- 
As representing the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, I shall not 
object to any reference that the Senate think 
expedient to make, but I must call the atten- 
tion of my friend to the largeness of the com- 
mission which he proposes to intrust to the 
committee. 


Mr. CONKLING. 





I hope the other mem- 


| bers of the Senate will see as I see, how nar- 


| row this is. 


If the Senator had made his sug- 
gestion as a contribution to my request, that 
the petition of this memorialist should be re- 
ceived, I think it would have been cogent, and 
now I have offered the resolution in order to 
accomplish what I sought to do by presenting 
a memorial which is very brief and inie:!igible, 
which I hold in my hand, and which, when the 
Senate has adopted the resolution, if they will, 
I propose to hand with the resolution to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, in order that 
by a glance of the eye at the memorial they 


| may see whether anything in behalf of this 


|| memorialist should be carried into any bill be- 


fore them. That is all that anybody proposes 
the committee should do—take notice of this 
memorial, which I said a few minutes ago is 


| not only respectful and persuasive, but very 





intelligible in its terms, and, I will add now, is 
very brief. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr.President, ifthe Senate, 
according to its usage, cannot receive a peti- 
tion or memorial from a foreign citizen, can 
the same object be accomplished indirectly ? 
Now, I understand that the Senator from New 


| York, failing to obtain the reception of the 


memorial which he presented, seeks to accom- 
plish the same end in another way. He intro- 
duces a resolution imposing upon a committee 
of this body the duty of inquiring into the very 
matters set forth in the memorial. Is it ex- 


| pedient for the Senate to authorize such an 
inquiry ? If the inquiry could not be undertaken 


on the memorial itself, should it be undertaken 
on a resolution which is by the avowal of the 
Senator based on that memorial ? 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator allow 
me to make aa inquiry ? 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. If for a special reason a 
foreigner has not a right to petition, that right 
pertaining to our own citizens, does the Sen- 


| ator also think that if the Government of the 





United States owes a debt to a foreiguer we 
are not bound to pay it? 

Nr. SUMNER. Notatall. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then I do not see the 


force of the similitude which the Senator seeks 


| to make between his non-capacity to present a 


ae and the impropriety of his asking to 
iand his evidence to a committee in order that 
they may see whether he ought to have any 
place for him provided by legislation. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think before the Senate 


| acts on a resolution of this character, which is 
| a case of first impression, I believe—I doubt 


whether any similar motion has ever before 
been presented—it would be better it should 
lie over a day. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senater think 
this is the first time a resolution has been pre- 
sented directing an inquiry in which any per- 
son not a citizen was interested ? 

Mr. SUMNER. No, I do not; but I think 
it is the first time a resolution has been pre- 
sented directing an inquiry into the subject- 


| matter of the petition of a foreigner which has 


been already refused by the Senate. ‘That | 


| think is unprecedented. 


Mr. CONKLING. 


Then the Senator puts 


The committee is to go about and find || 
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this on the ground that the 
refused by the Senate? 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not wish to t] 
| myself in the way of any object of the Sou. 
I hope he will understand that. 
sire is to keep the usage of the Se 
mony with itself and with reason. 

Mr. CONKLING. I need not gay 
| Senate that I never saw this memorialic: , 
_ did I ever hear of him except that he Are : 
| of culture, an inventor, a professor in a colle * 
_ a citizen of a foreign country, of high Sateen’ 

bility and merit, as Iam informed. Je \,,.. 
or thinks he has, a claim, very simple and ¢.,.. 
| cise in its statement, of which notice should |, 
taken and which pertains to a subject tha); 
now before us as a matter of legislation, ani 
may recur again and again as the subjec ,: 
| legislation. By a resolution I seek a yehjcl. 
by which I can hand to the committee of ,) 
body which has the subject in charge a pospen,, 
ful and brief statement made by this ge;)). 
man, and that is the occasion of the semen! * 
imposing opposition which the Senator {j.., 
Massachusetts feels called upon to make: id 
perhaps it would have been better, at least (. 
the convenience of the Senate, and possil)ly qs 
well for the fate of the memorialist, tia, | 
| should not have attempted to bring his eas 
| before the Senate without at least having, jf 
possible, in advance insured the concurrence 
of the honorable Senator from Massachusetts. 
But it is presented, and I hope that the Senate 
| without some good reason will not refuse to this 
respectful stranger the very small request whic) 
he makes now, to be permitted to hand his state. 
ment to a committee, which, upon reading it, 
will throw it aside forever if they deem it un. 
worthy, or to which, if it has any merit, they 
will give a place in some consideration whicl 
may obtain in regard to the subject. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, if the Sen- 
ator from New York will pardon me, I would 
suggest the way which would have occurred to 
me had I been intrusted with that petition. 
Possibly my way is not the correct way ; but | 
think it would be as effective as that the Sen- 
ator has proposed and entirely in conformity 
with usage. It would be for the Senator pri- 
vately, by a private note from his desk ad- 
dressed to the committee, to communicate this 
petition and ask for it their attention when they 
were considering the subject to which it refers, 
That, I believe, would be in entire harmony 
with the usage of this body. The course that 
the Senator proposes I think is not in har- 
mony with that usage, and I most respectfully 
submit that it does seek to do by indirection 
what the Chair has already ruled cannot be done 
directly. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I have 
only to say as to the way the Senator proposes 
that ‘‘ his ways are ways of pleasantness, and 
all his paths are peace;’’ but I shall never at: 
tempt in my own right as an individual to write 
a note which shall be in any sense, however 
feeble, a behest to the Committee on l’oreigi 
Relations of this body to consider any subjec' 
whatever. I have too just an appreciation o! 
the dimensions of that committee and of 1) 
| own dimensions ever to venture upon an ¢x- 
| periment so rash and untried as that. My 
impression is that it would require at least the 
suggestion of the entire body of the Senate to 
move that committee. Certainly so small 4 
part of the Senate as Iam would be entirely 
incompetent to such a task. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
on agreeing to the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


RETIRED ARMY OFFICERS. 


Mr. WILSON. I move to take up for con: 
I am sure it 


petition has been 


YeDato) 
My only de. 
nate in ha: 


to the 


spec 














The question is 


sideration House bill No. 238. 

will take but a few moments. 

|| The motion was agreed to; and the bill | H. 

|| R. No. 238) relating to retired officers of the 
Army was considered as in Committee of the 

Jt provides that no retired officer o! 
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» Army shall hereafter be assigned to duty 
> any kind or be entitled to receive more than 
- nay and allowances provided by law for 
--d oficers of his grade; and all such as- 
‘ments heretofore made shall terminate 
“hin thirty days from the passage of the act. 
rhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Committee 
» Military Affairs reported an amendment to 
: to strike out the words ‘‘ within thirty 
-<¢ from the passage of this act,’’ and to in- 
wt on the 80th of June next.’’ 

Mr. WILSON. This bill was reported at 
ie Jast session, and the occasion for the amend- 
ent has passed by. I propose, therefore, on 
chalfofthe committee, to withdraw the amend- 
mont, if 1 may be allowed to doso, and to have 
he bill passed as it came from the House of 


1] 
this Dill, 





epre sentatives. 
rhe VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
.ction the Senator from Massachusetts, by 
wuthority of the committee, will be allowed to 
withdraw the amendment. The Chair hears 
1) objection, and it will be done. 

Mr, HARLAN. I wish the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs would explain 
what is intended by this bill. 

Mr. WILSON. This bill is a House bill, 
and passed atthe first session of this Congress, 
which provided that the retired officers should 
not be assigned to duty by the President, for 
when they areassigned to duty they are assigned 
with full pay. ‘There is a great effort made 
enerally by retired officers to get in some posi- 
tion where they can get full pay. 
a just one, and ought to pass. ‘There cannot 
be any doubt about that, [ think. It will re- 
lieve the President from the pressure made on 
him continually to assign this or that officer to 
special duty. In time of war there was some 
reason for it, and particular officers could ren 
der service ; butin time of peace it is not neces- 
sary, and generally it is a piece of favoritism. I 
hope the bill will pass without any opposition. 


for a day to take the vote to-morrow at four 
o'clock I have no objection to that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. L bave not said that I had 
any desires on the subject, and I do not know 
that I have just at present; I merely have opin- 
ions, and one of those opinions is, that when I 
entered into an arrangement on Friday to vote 
on the bill we were then discussing, and on the 
pending amendments, and such othersas should 
be offered at four o’clock to-day I meant that, 
and I did not mean anything else. It is right 
and fair, therefore, to tell my friend from Ne- 
vada, who has charge of this matter, that I for 
one shall feel under no constraint as it respects 
the time at which a vote shall be taken, and 
shall feel at liberty to occupy as much time as 
with proper respect to the Senate I shall think 
necessary to consider the new aspects of the 
case, if there should be any, under the House 
bill. 

My friend from Nevada, as a matter of mere 
expediency, besides, I think, will see that the 
House bill being in different language from the 
Senate bill, though the substance probably is 
the same, having been read but once, and 
being in such a condition that it can only be 
read once more to-day and cannot receive its 
third reading until to-morrow without unani- 
mous consent, nothing will be gained, if haste 
is the object, by abandoning a bill that we 
have carried forward so nearly to a vote and 


| taking up a fresh one, to which fresh amend- 


The bill is 


(he bill was reported to the Senate without || 
| was made and as he correctly understands it. 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Itisso near one o’ clock 
that I suppose we had better take up the special 
order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It being within 
a minute of one o’clock, the Chair, if there be 
no objection, will regard the joint resolution 
5. R. No. 85) declaring Virginia entitled to 
representation in the Congress of the United 
States as before the Senate; and the question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Mis- 
souril, [Mr. Drake. ] 

Mr. STEWART. I move that that bill be 
postponed and that the House bill on the same 
subject be taken up. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
on the table? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
once, 

Mr. SUMNER. 
ing to-day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will depend 
upon a majority of the Senate. A majority of 
the Senate can order it to be taken up and 
read the second time to-day. 

_Mr. EDMUNDS. Does my friend from 

Nevada expect that anybody is to be bound 
by the arrangement made on Friday if the 
House bill is taken up? y 

Mr. STEWART. I suppose so. I presume, 
as the subject of both billsis the same, it makes 
no difference which is before the Senate. so 
far as that arrangement is concerned. It seems 
folly for us to send to the other House a bill 
of the same character when we have their bill 
here. It seems to me we should act on the 
bill they have sentus. For us to pass a bill on 
this subject when we have a House bill on the 
same matter before us is a waste of time, it 
seemstome. If thereis any desire on the part 
of my friend from Vermont that the arrange- 
ment to which he refers 


Is the House Virginia bill 
It has been read 


I object to its further read- 


should be nostponed 





ments will be offered, and proceeding with that, 
so that we could not get that bill back to the 
House concurred in or amended under two or 
three days. Now, if we go on upon the under- 
standing that we had, we shall of course pass 
the Senate billin some form this afternoon; and 
if the House is so disposed—it will exercise 
its own judgment about that—it can pass it 
under the operation of the previous question 
this afternoon also. 

Mr. CONKLING. ‘The Senator from Ver- 
mont wishes to abide by the arrangement as it 


The Senator from Massachusetts objects to any 
reading, save one, to-day, of the House bill. 
In order to accommodate both Senators, | 
suggest to the honorable Senator from Nevada 
who has this bill in charge that we proceed, 
as the Senator from Vermont wishes to do, 
with the Senate bill; that we proceed to con- 
summate the understanding, which is to vote at 
four o’clock upon that bill and such amend- 
ments as shall be offered; and that at the 
proper time the Senator from Nevada offer as 
an amendment, in the nature of a substitute, 
the bill which came from the House. Thus 
we shall accommodate all the Senators and 
thus we shall make progress. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is satisfactory. 

Mr. CONKLING. I beg to make one other 
suggestion to the honorable Senator, which is, 
that the course I suggest will advance us one 
step, and a long step, toward an ultimate so- 
lution of this question ; because when we have 
passed the House bill with amendments—and 
very likely the amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont which has been adopted here will be 
carried upon the House bill—when we have 
done that, and the House shall non-concur, 
looking to the contingency that it may, then 
we shail be brought immediately to a confer- 
ence between the two Houses; whereas if we 
go on with the Senate bill and complete that, 
each House will have passed a bill, but we 
shall be, as Senators will see, a long step 
apart. ‘Therefore, I hope we shall proceed with 
the Senate bill, and that at the proper time my 
honorable frieud from Nevada will move the 
House bill as a substitute for that. 

Mr. STEWART. The trouble about that 
course is that it would then still be a Senate 
bill. 

Mr. CONKLING. But a Senate bill which 
the House of le presentatives have agreed to 
and passed. 

Mr. STEWART. 
ment by the House. 


It would be open to amend- 
! desire to have a second 
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reading of the House bill by its title at this 
time, and then we can go on with the other. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘The other is up now. and 
let us go ahead with it. You can offer the 
House bill as an amendment. 

Mr. STEWART. I have a right to have 
read a second time by its title. I move to 
postpone the present order for the purpose of 
having the House bill read a second time by its 
title. It will take but a moment. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
then have to move again to proceed to the 
consideration of the Senate Virginia bill. 

Mr. STEWART. Yes, sir; | shall do that 
immediately afterward. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Nevada moves to postpone the pending Senate 
up the House 
Virginia bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
motion is debatable ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is; not upon 
the merits of the question, however, under the 
eleventh rule. 

Mr. STEWART. 
in a moment. 

The VICIi PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that the eleventh rule provides that ‘* mo 
tions to take up or proceed to the consideration 
of any question shall be determined without de- 
bate upon the merits of the question proposed 
to ve considered.”’ 


I suppose that 


We can have it all done 


Lhe usage of the Senate 
under this rule has been to duplicate motions, 
to embody two motions in one. Whether 
that was correct under the rule or not the 
Chair does not know; but he rules in accord 
ance with what has been the usage of the Sen 
ate, that itis in order to move to postpone the 
consideration of a pending bill and all prior 
orders for the purpose of considering some 
other bill. Ifthe construction which the Senator 
from Vermont places upon the rule be correct, 
then under such motions every day not only 
the pending order, but all prior orders gener- 
ally, would be open to debate, and the Chair 
thinks the object of the rule would be defeated. 
ihe Chair, therefore, must rule according to 
what he supposes has been the usage of the 
Senate, it being ia duplicate moon, that it 
postponed 
for debate. The Chair in that only follows 
the counsel given by the Senator from Vermont 
to the Chair, to decide the eleventh rule strictly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the Chair will always 
follow the counsels of the Senator from Ver 
mont I am sure the Senator from Vermont 
ought to be satisfied. But I will state, if the 
Chair please, that thissis the first time—other 
Senators may remember others—that the Chair 
has ruled at this or any preceding session since 


we had that rule that on a motion to postpone 
} . . 
| a question that was under debate before the 
| Senate, for any purpose, debate upon the merits 


| of another committe: 


of that question was not in order. That is the 
point; because a motion to postpone until to- 
morrow or any other time is a question which 
is open to debate; and in the framing of that 
rule the object was to prevent members from 
making speeches upon subjects that were not 
before the Senate, that were not up, under 
cover of a motion to postpone and take up 
another measure. So the Chair will perceive 
that the language of the rule limits debate to 
the merits of the question proposed to be con- 
sidered. ‘That is whatis forbidden, not debate 
upon the merits of the question proposed to 
be sent over. It would throw the Senate into 
inextricable confusion to do otherwise. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I never understood the 
rule as the Senator from Vermont does. It 
seems to me that the very object of the elev- 
enth rule is to cut off debate on the question 
to be postponed and the question to be taken 
up. ‘The origin of that rule is this: we had 
lost a great deal of time in the Senate by con 
troversies between Senators who had different 
matters in charge; the chairman of one com 
mittee would have one bill and the chairman 


another, and we some 
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times lost an hour or two in controversy as to 
vhat business the Senate should proceed with. 


It was to avoid that loss of time and to bring 


the Senate directly to a vote at once as to what 
it would proceed with that this rule 
was adopted. It seems to me it would defeat 
the very object of it if you can go on with the 
discussion of the bill under consideration. You 
never could get a vote then on postponing it, 
and the subject that was up would be kept 
before the Senate and discussed indefinitely, 
There would be no way of getting rid of it or 
bringing discussion to a close by moving to lay 
it aside and bring up some thing else. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is 
willing to defer his rulings to what has been 
the usage of the Senate; but the Chair in an- 
nouncing this decision must be compelled to 

tate that ifthe ruling has been as suggested 
by one of the Committee on Rules, the Senator 
from Vermont, then upon all future occasions 
when « motion is made to postpone the pend- 
ing and all prior orders for the purpose of 
taking up any bill the Chair, as he must rule 
uniformly, without any regard to what may be 
the peculiar pressure in regard to a certain 
bill, as might be the case to-day, would have 
to tolerate debate not only upon the bill before 
the Senate, but upon all prior orders. If that 
is the desire of the Senate the Chair will cheer- 
fully conform to that desire. 

Mr. WILLIAMS and Mr. TR 
hope that will not be done. 

Mr. SHERMAN. A motion to take up any 
bill neeessarily involves the postponement of 

omething else, because there is never a time 
in the Senate when there is not something in 
order. It follows, therefore, as a matter of 
course, that when the Senate declare that a 
motion to proceed to the consideration of a 
particular bill is not debatable, that also in- 
ludes the other proposition, that the motion to 
postpone in connection with that is not debata- 
ble. It seems to me the Senator from Nevada 
need not complicate this matter. He may sim- 
ply move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
ideration of the House bill and not move to 
postpone anything, because that would neces- 
urily follow. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
Mr. SUERMAN., 
incorrect in that, the motion to postpone is a 
necessary incident to the’ motion to proceed 
to the consideration of the bill, 
it would defeat the object of that rule if debate 
were allowed upon it. I do trust that either 
the Senate or the Presiding Officer will give us 
the benefit of that rule, which was adopted 
after great consideration and to secure very 

important results. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. IT ean live and enjoy my- 
self under any kind of practice that others can. 
I therefore have no feeling whatever on this 
subject; but I should be sorry to have the 
Senate commit itself to a construction of these 
rules which Senators will find absolutely de- 
structive of the liberty of debate on a question 
which is already before it and under consider- 
ation when some member wishes to postpone 


bus ine 


UMBULL. I 


But the other is up. 
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| the order proposed. 


At any rate, even if Iam 


and therefore || 


become the practice of some Senators, when a 
question was pending and they wanted to de- 
livera speech on some other question, to move 
to postpone the pending order and take up 
another, and then proceed to deliver their 
speech on the other question, which was, of 
course, an abuse of the privileges of the Sen- 
ate. Hence this language was adopted, which 
in terms and in spirit forbids only the discus- 
sion of the question that you propose to go to 
and which is not before you until it shall be 
taken up. 

It is said that these two motions can be put 
together. Possibly they can, but they are di- 
visible motions; they are not necessarily con- 
nected with each other. We might be willing 
to postpone the pending order and not take up 
We might be willing to 
do half a dozen other different things under a 
motion of this kind. ‘Therefore, if you were 
to divide this motion, Senators will perceive 
that the pending question, separated from the 
suce eeding one, will be upon the postponement 
of the pending measure, and that certainly is 
debatable. The eleventh rule, which is in- 
voked to cut off debate, was limited purposely, 
as | happen to know, but of course we must 
take it on the language of the rule, to correct- 
ing the abuse of discussing a measure not be- 
fore the Senate, but which was sought to be 
brought before it over the head of a measure 
already on the table for consideration. As I 
say, in this particular instance it is not of the 
least consequence to me what is done; but if 
we are to establish the ruling of the body, as 
we must now, one way or the other, Senators 


| will find before they are many weeks older that 


we shall be involved in very serious difliculty ; 
that we cannot discuss any measure before us 
if any Senator wishes to bring up some other 
question and makes a motion to that effect. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair will 


| state to the Senate, as this isan important prop- 
| osition upon which there seems to be a differ- 


ence of opinion and its construction should be 
settled, that under the sixth rule he will sub- 
mit the question to the Senate for the Senate 
to decide whether when a motion is made to 
postpone the present and all privr orders, and 
to proceed to the consideration of another bill, 
that motion is debatable. ‘That question is 
before the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Then I express the hope 
that the Senate in its wisdom will adopt the 
opinion of the Chair. [hope so because | really 
believe it will aid in the promotion of business 
in this body. I know the practice heretofore 
has been on a motion to postpone to allow dis- 
cussion upon the merits of everything above 
the — or beneath the sky. There were no 
limits; and we saw day after day consumed 
ie a simple question of priority, and you got 
at no question. [| do not know what is the 
precise construction that the gentleman who 
tramed this amendment to the rules intended, 
but it seems to me that the Senator from Ver 
montis wrong. The rule reads: 

‘Motions to take up or proceed to the consider- 
ation of any question shall be determined without 
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that construction fairly, and if we do of}, 
that construction it will save us long fac. 
hours of discussion as to the priority of ¥ 
ness. 

Mr. POMEROY. When the Senate des 
to adopt a new rule I have no o} bjecti he ine 
that; but I do object to ex onstruing this el; “4 
rule into a new one. This rule simply i: 
to cut off debate on a proposition to take 
something. It never intended to cut off du 
on @ proposition pending. I can throw o., 
fusion, as every Senator can, into every ), r 
sition before the Senate if you will a yp 
rule to allow a motion to proceed to the o. 
sideration of something else to cut off q 
upon the question to be postponed, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
any question in that way. 

Mr. POMEROY. I can gag any que 
before the Senate. That is not the rule, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. And you ¢ 
gag the next one as soon as it is taken up. 

Mr. POMEROY. Yes, sir; I can gag the 
next one as soon as it is taken up. That | 
not the rule at all. What this rule means j: 
that the merits of the question to be considere: 
shall not be discussed until it is taken up; and 
that is all there is in it. A practice had grow, 
up in the Senate before this rule was adopted 
that if a Senator desired to make a speech on 
some subject not before the Senate all he had 
to do was to move to proceed to the conside 
ation of his bill, and on that motion to proceed 
to its consideration, before it was taken Up, he 
could deliver his speech. 
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The Senate desired 
to correct that, and this clause of the eleventh 
rule was adopted for that purpose. But if we 
can move to postpone a matter that we have 
had under consideration day after day, and 
prevent any discussion of it upon the motion 
to postpone—because these motions: are sus- 
ceptible of division; you cannot get a com- 
pound motion or any two propositions con- 
tained in one that cannot be divided—if we 
are to cut off debate on the subject to be pos:- 
poned, then we can arrive at no vote in this 
body; that is, we can arrive at no vote where 
we have unlimited discussion, and that is the 
policy of the Senate. I submit, if the Senat 
desire to make a new rule let it be reported 
in the usual form and let us adopt it as a new 
rule; but let us not endeavor to construe this 
eleventh rule as though it meant something not 
in the book. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not often participate 
in debates that arise out of constructions of the 
rules, but I hope the Senate will sustain the 
Chair in the construction that has been | 
upon this rule, for it is altogether a matter of 
construction. Reference has been made to tle 
usages of the Senate. I respectfully submit 
that those usages are more honored in the 
breach than in the observance, for since | have 
been here there has been more time wasted in 
discussing what business shall have precedenc: 
than in discussing the merits of the business 
that we have transacted ; and, if possible, that 
abuse and waste of time should be remedied. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That statement is a little 
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that and take up ¢ another. You cannot even oe bate open ‘_ merits of the question proposed to strong. but Lho 
tate that it is important that the measure ” re , seisiel ; . Mr. WILLIAMS. It may be strong, but | adopted 
hould be considered to-day, or what is its The limitation of debate here I suppose — think it is nearly correct. Now, sir, this rule senate, 
character, although it is before the Senate on || would be precisely this: here is a bill before provides that when a proposition™is made ‘0 Mr. 
the questior of its third reading or its passage. |, the Senaie to which sundry amendments have | postpone the pending business and proceed | thought 
lhe only rule that limits debate, if my friend |) been made; a similar bill is sent to us from | the consideration of other business there shia‘! submitt 
from Ohio will do me the honor to listen, on | the House with no amendments. Now,I may | be no debate upon the merits of the question not mal 
this question is this: it came into these rules || be in favor of postponing because I want to proposed to be considered. but I a 
at the last revision of them; it is in the last |} vote simply upon the bill of the House, and if Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Will the Sev meanin 
part of rule eleven: || we vote upon that and adopt it there is an end ator allow me to ask him a question? structic 
* Motlons to take ap or provsedl tb the conitdere- || © the matter, and therefore it is wiser. These Mr. WILLIAMS. Certainly. ORR : 
tion of any question shall be determined without || ate considerations which might well come in, Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Does not the decisio 
debate upon the merits of the question proposed to || but not the merits of the bill. If theycan be | construction of the Senator from Oregon p! conside 
be considered,’ debated, then I think your rule will limit debate _ it in the power of any member to change the ginia, | 
That is the only limitation that the rules in || to no effect; the limitation which you have whole current of debate, to stop discussio! taking 
this respect impose upon debate. Debate is || sought to throw around it is in effect no Iimita- | upon any measure at any moment at the ™ Mr. 
free in this body, except so far as the letter || tion at all, because it opens up to discussion | will and pleasure of a single Senator, by for order n 
and fair spirit of the rule forbids it, because || the question which it is proposed to consider. | any vote has been taken, by simply making Senate 
debate is essential to deliberation and legisla- || | supposed it was the intention of the rule to | motion to postpone and to consider some ol ier ’ the Ch 
tion. When this new rule was adopied it had li cut off that discussion. I think it may bear | measure ? before 
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on this rule be adopted it 

3s any m to consume in dis- 
sto whether the bill to be taken up 
:taken up or not; but if the construc- 
“opt sed by the Chair be put upon this 
nm the question is decided 2 debate 
| no time is consume »d; and that is the merit 
nstructi ion proposed by the Chair. Sup- 
bill is pending before the Senate and 
other Senator desires to postpone that 
ind take up one of which he has Pa arge ; 
akes a motion to that effect, and i is 

‘ded without debate there is no time con- 
med. The Senate is not bound to adopt the 

' n simply because a Senator makes it. 
Senate is supposed, of course, to under- 

aa .d the merits of the question pending before 
sa general rule, it has been the sub- 

to scussion, and the merits of the pend- 
, question are understood; and if the rule 
so construed as to cut off debate no time 
consumed. Bat, sir, if you construe this 
so as to deprive a person who proposes to 
By emge of the right to discuss the 
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strict tions of debate to economize 
pend the time that we employ in dis- 
cussion upon the merits of bills proposed for 
In a majority of cases, if [ am not 
staken, the question as to which bill shall 
take precedence is more a matter of pride and 
ambition with the particular members who have 
of respective measures than a question 
which the public is parti icul: irly concerned ; 
for in all human probability they are both 
questions that ought to be considered and will 
cs considered in “due time; 
has a billin charge, and he is very anxious that 
tion shall be had upon that bill; 
member has a bill in charge, and he is ambi- 
tious that his bill should take the lead; 


to 


as the 


nd to ex 


yn 
1Onl, 


charge 


another 


anda so 
a conflict accrues, and upon that there is an 
elaborate discussion of the merits of the two 
measures, more or less. If you allow discus- 
sion at all it will necessarily lead to a com- 
parison of the merits of the two bills, and it 


would be impossible for the Chair, it seems to 


me, to draw the line of demarkation, for when 
one bill is arrayed against another, and the 
question 1s as to which bill the Senate shall 


or with which 
of course it necessitates 


1 


take up shall proceed, 
& comparison between 
to the merits of the two 


rreater oO 


they y 


he two measures as 
measures, to a rless extent. [acl 
member may state, so far as the matter of tin 
is concerned, which ou; ght to be conside red 
am and confine his discussion to that point ; 
but Lhope that the constr: ction which has bee 
adopted by the Chair will be sustained by t the 
Senate, for the sake of economizing time. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, if I 
thought we could get a vote on the question 
submitted by the Chair to the Senate L would 
not make the motion that I have risen to make, 
but | am afraid we shall discuss all day the 
meaning of this rule. Ithinkthe Chair’s con- 

struction of it the proper one; 
seems to be no th ability of getting at any 
decision abou , | move that the bill under 
consideration, the Senate bill relative to Vir- 
ginia, be laid upon the table with a view of 
taking up the House bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That motion is not in 
ordernow. There is another question before the 
Se nate, a question of order. if J underst and 
the Chair there is a question of order pending 
before this body. 


but one member | 


but as there | 


THE 


| and all prior orders for 





supposed that debate 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Lhe Chair sus- 


tains the p int of order made by the Senator 
from Vermont. The question of order has 
been submitted by the Chair to the Senate for 
them to decide, and have his rulings in the 
future governed by their desires. ‘he motion 


betore the Senate is to postpone the present 
the purpose of taking 
up another bil. The question whether the 
present and all prior orders are debatable un- 
der that motion is submitted to the Senate. 
The bill now not before the Senate; the 
question of order is before the Senate 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is it not competent to 
lay the question of order on the table ? 

Mr. SHERMAN, I 
settle this ql uestion of order. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
it is not in order to lay this question of order 
on the table, or else the sixth rule would be 
entirely defeated, which says that ‘‘ the Pre- 
siding Officer may eall for the sense of the Sen- 
ate on any question of order.’’ He has the 
right to take the advice of the Senate, as the 
President of the United States has the right, by 
the Constitution, to take the advice of the Sen- 
on various matters; and this Presiding 
Oflicer simply desires to have the opinion of 
the Senate expressed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not want to occupy 
time, although my friend “nay Illinois is very 


is 


think 161s important to 


ot 
aie 


suspicious about delays lately, I notice. ‘The 
real difficulty about this case, the one that 
creates confusion, is the fact that the motion 


which the Senator from Nevada has made is 
one that is absolutely out of order itself, be- 
cause the eleventh rule declares in 
terms what motions shall be receive 
que stion is under debate. one 
was reached; the Vi ir cinia bill was before t 
Senate, without anyb dy” s motion, for consid- 
eration, and the question Was on agree 


express 
| when a 
— eee 
INOW, oO ciock 


| 
ne 


ing toa 


certain pending amendment. That question 
was under debate. ‘The rule speaks upon that 
and declares that in that state of the case no 


> W hic h 


motions shall be received except tho 
eir order, and Sen- 


are enumerated and in th 


ators will search in vain to find any motion to 
postpone and to proceed to something el: 
[here is no such motion in the books. 
Mr. TRUMBUI Read the latter part of 
| = . 
. EDMUNDS. Iwill: 


**And motions to take up or proceed to the con- 
sideration of any question shall be determined with- 
out debate upon the merits of the question proposed 
to be cons sider it 

That is, without debate upon the merits of 
that you wish go to. Now, 
any such motion recognized under 
lis rule as the one which has | stated. 


Mr. STE 


1e question to 
re.is not 


een 


VART. My motion is not that. It 
has been modified. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. What is the motion now 


Mr. STEWART. ion is to proceed 


The mot 






to the consideration of the Virginia bill of tl 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘That motion is not in 
order at all, because the rule declares that no 
such motion shall be received. The ouly mo 
tion the Senator wants to make, if he wishes 


|, which I begin to doubt, 
postponed until to-morrow, 
day certain, or postponed indefi- 


nitely, as he pleases. Now, 


to make one at al 
3, that this bill be 
which is a 
then, if it can be 
can be stopped upon a 
pone until to-morrow, or indefi 
y, we shall have to outrage these rules a 
little more than even this proposition. 

Mr. CONKLING. May I make an inquiry 
of the Senator? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, not just now. 
This question of adouble motion was raised not 
long ago, just before, sir, we had the honor of 


motion to post} 
nitel 


sir ; 


your coming to us, by the Senator from Ohio, 
{ Mr. Suerman]—I am very sure I am right in 
the Senator—who when some member made 
a motion of this kind, to decide by one vote 


i not only that the pending question should be 
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postponed but another tak n up, made the 


} : } } ) 1° 

objecuion that that was a double motion. not 
recognized by the rules, and could not be en 
tertained; and that objection was sustained 


scence of everybe 


with the general i. 
Mr. SHERMAN "he Senator will allow 
me to say that | simply —— ] a division 
of the question, W vhiech I had a right to do 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I thin! friend is m 
taken about that. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


I have stated. 


for 


mv 


K mm 


My 


1 : ; . 
recoliection is what 


Mr. EDMUNDS. If the question wet 
divided, of course one branch of it might be 
debatable and another might not. 

Mr. CONKLING. After making my ae 


knowledgments to my honorable friend from 
Vermont for his courtesy in affording me the 
information which I sought, and which was so 
small a piece of information that I beg to say 
to him it would not have diminished the great 
fund of his knowledge perceptibly at all, I desire 
to inquire of the Chair whether I am wrong in 
iny understanding of the motion submitted by 
the Senator from Nevada? If I heard him 
aright, he moved to lay aside the pending and 
all prior orders in order that we might proceed 
to the consideration of the House Virginia bill. 
Was that the motion? 


The VICK PRESIDENT. That was the 
motion. 
Mr. CONKLING. Now the Senator from 


Vermont seems to understand that that wa 
double motion, the effect of which was to be 
to bring the House bill before the Senate with 
out another motion. Ido not so understand it. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend from New 
York is right, as I hope he is, then the simple 
que tion is on the mot ion to post pone the pe nd- 
ing bill, and that ce rtainly is open to del 
Mr. CONKLING,. That would be the simple 
as Lunderstand it, except that the Sen- 
d be informed in advance what the ob 


pate. 


iestion 


ate woul 


jectofthemoverwas. ‘The Senate would know, 
and would vote intelligently | by knowing, that 
if the motion } revailed the Senator from N: 


vada then intended to subt nit a motion to take 
up the House bill. Now, if that be the moti 
we are all satisfied, at least the Senator from 
Vermont and I; and that embraces the enti: 

te for this purpose, because | speak for 


myself and the Senator from Vermont s; 
? 


iT) 
i 


penal 


Cans 


eve rybody ‘ lse. 


for Weshould then agree that 
that was in order, as I understand, and the 
Chair rules that that is in order, and rules that 


. ~~ 
s of thes 


Am I ri 


debate upon the merit e propositions is 
der. 


tin o1 in 


no rht in so supposing * 
ibe VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has 
not made any such ruling as that. ‘The Chair 
understood the Senator from Nevada, as the 
t} 4 oe : a nen Dcte: Os on cae 
Griobe will show to-morrow, to make a moti 
to postpone the further consideration of the 
Virginia | known as the Senate bill, for the 





purpose of takingup and reading a second time 
the nia bill known as the House bill. It 
was a compound Sea per although the 
Senator from Vermont states that such a mo- 


it is within 


of Senator 


in order, 
ie Chair, as 


Irequently made; in 


t110n 18 not the recollec- 
, that it is very 


the ordinary 


tion of 1 
fuct, it i 
motion in the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. By general acquiescence. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It may be by 
general acquiescence, but certainly it has grown 
to ausage, which, whether more honored in the 
breach than the observance, has been as old 
certainly as the acquaintance of the present 
Presiding Officer has been with the debates of 
the Senate by perusing them, often made in 
this body. As to its divisibility, that question 
was not raised as it was raised by the Senator 
from Ohio some time since, as is stated by th 
Senator from Vermont. If the motion was 
made by the Senator from Nevada simply t ) 
postpone the consideration of the Senate Vin 
ginia bill, indicating his intention to 
something else, that clearly would be debat- 
the latter _ of the eleventh rule does 
'\ not apply to it. Compounded to, ether the 


move 


| 
able ; 








* 
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Chair thought the intention of the rule was that 
the vote should be taken at once, so that the 

cnate should decide the question as to whether 
they preterred to consider another bill than the 
There is 
y something always before the Sen- 

ce; the Calendar is before the Senate if noth- 

ig else, and when a motion is made to proceed 
to the consideration of a bill, under the latter 
part of the eleventh rule it has been held by 
the Committee on Rules, indorsed by the Sen- 
ate last March in this amendment to the rules. 
that it should not be debatable upon the merits 
of the matter proposed to beconsidered. The 
Chair supposed it governed these compound 


i¢ which they were considering. 
apparentl 


molon 
proceeding to the consideration of a bill named 
hy the Senator who made it. If the Senator 
from Nevada has changed his motion, as now 
by the Senator from New York, 
imply to postpone the consideration of the 
Senate Virginia bill, the Chair would not sub- 


mit any question of order on it to the Senate, 
: yq 


indieated 


for they would unanimously decide, of course, || 


that that was debatable, and the Chair would 
o rule. 

Mr. CONKLING. Now may | ask the Sen- 
ator from Nevada to state the motion that he 
does submit? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
inquire of the Senator what motion he did 
submit? 

Mr. STEWART. I moved to postpone the 
present order with a view of taking up the House 
bill for the admission of Virginia. 

Mr. CONKLING. What does the Senator 
mean by the words *‘ with a view ?”’ 
mean that he contemplates another motion for 
that purpose, or that he expects this motion to 
cflect that object ? 


Mr. STEWART. 


It has been the practice 


since I have been here for the one motion to | 
If there is a de- 
mand for the division of the question that is | 


accomplish the two objects. 


another matter. 

Mr. CONKLING. I suggest now to the 
Senator to make the motions separately, to 
move to lay aside this bill, the Senate under- 
standing the purpose for which he does it, and 
let us dispose of that. If it must be debated 
let it be debated ; and then let us vote on the 
other motion to take up the House biil. 

Mr. STEWART. Very well. 1 will make 
that motion. 


rhe VICE PRESIDENT. 


The Chair then 


withdraws the question of order he submitted, | 


for there is no question in regard to this motion 
heing debatable. The Senator from Nevada 
now moves to postpone the further consider- 
ation of the Senate Virginia bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
dent — 

Mr. STEWART. I desire to modify my 
motion still further-—— 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The motion 
last made is debatable, and I am entitled to 
the floor upon it. 

Mr. STEWART. I modify my motion now 
so as to move to lay the Senate joint resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
be done while Iam on the floor. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont claims the floor on the previous 
motion, which is debatable. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I claim the 
floor for a brief time in order to discuss the 
merits of the whole question. I am utterly 
confounded, for myself, in trying to learn for 
what reason the Republican party proposes in 
such haste to commit suicide. I do not pro- 
pose to speak in a party sense—— 

Mr. DAVIS. I will answer the honorable 
Senator's question. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Vermont yield the floor to the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky ? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 

Mr. DAVIS. 


Mr. 


That cannot 


No, sir. 
The Republican party feels 


Does he | 


Presi- | 


i! 


that it ought to be hung. [Laughter.] That 
is the reason. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont declines to yield the floor. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I decline to 
yield. 
therefore I shall not be bound to respond to it. 
I will say in the outset that I do not propose to 
discuss this question as a party question. I 
have nearly as much confidence in the rebels 
of the South in relation to our financial ques- 
tions as I have in the Democratic party. I 
believe that they will support the honor of the 


| country about as faithfully, perhaps, as will the 


| Democratic party, and when it comes to the 


in which the primary point was the || 


question of the emancipation of the colored 


| race at the South, I believe that the southern 











| racy. 


| the South to battle against fate. 





rebels will be as true if not truer to the 
cause of freedom than the northern Democ- 
After the adoption of the fifteenth 
amendment it will not be for the interest of 
If slavery is 
surrendered with reluctance and last in any 
part of our country it will be in the North and 
not in the South. The northern Democracy 
hold to slavery not only politically but philo- 
sophitelly. They will be the last to give it up. 

[ st all oppose, then, the admission of Vir- 
ginia, | think, whether with conditions or with- 
out; certainly if without, because I believe that 
she is not loyally ready to participate in the 


administration of this great Government. There | 


is too much evidence of sinister purposes on the 
part of a majority of her people. I could ac- 
commodate myself. I believe the Senate could 


| accommodate itself to the circumstances of the 


day; but the people of Virginia too plainly 
show that they are not yet right, are not true 
and loyal to the Constitution and a truly repub- 
lican form of government. Iam surprised to 
hear that the man who is brought forward to 
represent the majority is offered to us as a loyal 
man, when his own utterances convict him of 
the declaration that he will not tolerate even 
the presence of Union men from the North in 
Virginia ; for that is the purport of his speech 
delivered at Danville, and almost the only part 
of his speech which was there received with 
cheers. 

Now, Mr. President, I desire to call the 
attention of the Senate to a document which 
I believe has not yet been referred to in the 
course of the debate, and to which my atten- 
tion has only recently been drawn, to show 
that the people of Virginia are not ready or fit 
to be admttted—certainly not ready to be ad- 
mitted without further conditions. By the 
report of General Canby—and I ask Senators 
toreferto House Miscellaneous Document No. 
8, page 18—it will be seen wherein the people 
of Virginia have been derelict, wherein they 
have fallen short of their duty. It seems by 
this report— 

“That the fourth clause of section one, article 
three of said constitution, which was submitted to a 


| separate vote under the authority of the law and 


proclamation above cited, has received a minority 
of the votes cast by the qualifications of said State 


} upon the question of ratification or rejection, and 


has been duly rejected.” 


Now, let me call your attention to what has 
been thus rejected. By reference to the con- 
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| ** Provided, that the Legislature may by a yor, 
, of three fifths of both houses remove’ 


I did not hear the Senator’s wit, and |} 


| 
| 
| 
| 














stitution of Virginia, to be found in House || 
Executive Document No. 54, page 5, it will be || 
| are acting upon the same basis of judgment 


found that article three, section four, reads as 
follows: ‘* Every person who has been a Sen- 
ator or Representative in Congress, or elector 
of President or Vice President, or who held 
any office, civil or military, under the United 
States, or under any State, and having pre- 
viously taken an oath as a member of Congress, 
or as an officer of the United States, or as a 


member of any State Legislature, or as an ex: | 


ecutive or judicial officer of any State, shall 


have engaged in insurrection or rebellion | 
against the United States, or given aid and 


comfort to the enemies thereof,’’ shall not be 
eligible to hold office; and then it goes on to 
say: ‘* This clause shall include the following 
officers: Governor, Lieutenant Governor, sec- 


| 


|| retary of State, auditor of publie 





a © 1 ae 
Ja nuary 17, 
4ccounts, 


register,’’ &c. ; and the clause has this provi 


Sty. 


jit the dis. 
abilities incurred by this clause from any ».... 
sons included therein, by a Separate vote ;, 
2 Vote in 


each case.”’ 

The rejection of that clause, it will he eo, 
absolutely nullifies the fourteenth amendmo,., 
to the Constitution of the United States. With 
our eyes wide open shall we give our conse, 
to this action of Virginia? Then I read jy t),;, 
report of General Canby: - 

“ That section seven, article three of the said oo, 
stitution, which was also submitted to a separate i, 
under the authority of the law and proclamati«, 
above cited, has received a minority of the yo... 


cast by the qualified electors of said State upon t 
question of ratification or rejection, and has ho... 


| duly rejected.” 


Now, let us see to what that refers, p 


looking at clause seven, in the same article 4 
will be seen that has reference to the oath »: 
office: 


“In addition to the foregoing oath of office tho 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, members of the Gen. 
eral Assembly, secretary of State, auditor of pybjja 


| accounts, State treasurer, attorney general, and 


all persons elected to any convention to frame 

constitution for this State, or to amend or revise thie 
constitution in any manner, and mayor and coun, | 
of any city or town, shall, before they enter on tho 
duties of their respective offices, take and subseriho 
the following oath or affirmation.” : 


Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, before t}; 
Senator from Vermont 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I do not do. 
sire to consume but a very small amount of 
time, and I do not wish to be interrupted unti! 
I get through, and especially not when I am 
quoting verbatim an article of their constitution 
which General Canby informs us was rejected 
by the vote of the people of Virginia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ay. 
THONY in the chair.) The Senator from Ver. 
mont is entitled to the floor and declines to be 
interrupted. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. It reads: 


“Shall, before they enter on the duties of their 
respective offices, take and subscribe the following 
oath or aflirmation: Provided, The disabilities 
therein contained may be individually remoyed by 
a three-fifths vote of the General Assembly.” 


Then the oath, in the ordinary form, is re- 
cited. 

Now, Mr. President, it seems to me that we 
are manifesting singular haste in proposing to 
admit a State that in advance tramples under 
foot an important amendment that we have 
made to the Constitution. What is there about 
the acts of Virginia that so commend them 
to our judgment? She appears to me to have 
done just as little as she could do and hope to 





| have it answer the ee 


Mr. President, I understand that the condi- 
tions we have been voting upon here for the 
past week have been applied to every State 
among those which were in rebellion which 
has been admitted hitherto into the Union, 
and here we have a reluctance and a hesitancy 
about applying them in this last and possibly 
the worst case we have had before us. Cer- 
tainly Virginia is one of the largest of the 
rebellions States, and if conditions were im- 
portant in other cases they are not less import 
ant in this case. 

Why, Mr. President, it seems to me that we 


that the girl manifested when she gave it as 4 
reason for marrying a notorious reprobate that 
she married him in order to get rid of him. 
[Laughter.] This appears to bea difficult and 
troublesome question, and Congress seems to 
be in a great hurry to get Virginia into the 
Union in order to get rid of an importunate and 
troublesome question. 

Mr. President, I have called the attention of 
the Senate to some of the provisions of the 
Constitution which have been rejected in Vir- 
ginia ; and now I ask, after the presentation 
of these facts, whether there is a Republican 
Senator here who will give his vote for the 
naked admission~of the State without any 
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sity for the future, and go before his own 
je at home and ask for their approval of 
) g measure? ' 
‘ve STEWART. Mr. President, 1 am some- 
‘at surprised at the outburst from Vermont 
morning ; it is so unusual for my friend 
Vermont to get so far off the track and 
trike out so wildly as he has done on this 
ion. Itis really surprising. His good- 
ae and fine sense have hitherto kept him 
f extravagances of this character. The 


a 


{ Ul . vr. . . 

mnle fact of the case is that the Virginia con- 
‘ution was submitted to Congress, and there 
« some hesitation on the part of Congress 


-h regard to calling an election under that 
wetitution, for the reason that it contained 
a sweeping disfranchising clause that it 
thought impossible to organize a govern- 
ntunderit. The Judiciary Committee made 
report early in the last session of the Fortieth 
Congress in favor of submitting different por- 
ns of the constitution separately, particu- 
arly the two clauses in it that were regarded 
of such a nature as to make it impossible to 
organize a Legislature under it. No action 
was taken upon that report during that session ; 
ittafter President Grant was inaugurated he 
nt to Congress a special message recom- 
ending that an election be called in Virginia, 
ind that these different clauses be submitted 
separately. The clauses to be submitted sepa- 
rately were named in that special message, and 
ey are the very same provisions that the Sen- 
r from Vermont complains of the people 

of Virginia for rejecting. 
he President of the United States in his 
message, which was received with universal 
approbation and acted upon not only by Con- 
gress, but by the country, advised Congress to 
allow the people of Virginia to reject those 
very clauses; and the Senator from Vermont 
voted for that bill authorizing the President to 
submit the constitution in separate parts in his 
discretion; and that submission coming to us 
as it did, with the recommendation of the Pres- 
ident asking Congress to give the people of 
Virginia an opportunity of repudiating those 
lauses, Was an invitation to the people of Vir- 
ginia to repudiate those odious clauses, for the 
obvious reason, if you will examine them, that 
a government could not be organized under 
them. Congress, with that message before it 
pointing out these very sections, passed a law 
which | hold in my hand, providing 


Ciau 





] 

‘That the President of the United States, at such 
time as he may deem best for the public interest, 
jay submit the constitution which was framed by 
the convention which metin Richmond, Virginia, on 
luesday, the 3d day of December, 1867, to the voters 
ot said State registered at the date of said submis- 

n for ratification or rejection; and may also sub- 
nit to a separate vote such provisions of said consti- 
tution as he may deem best, such vote to be taken 
cither upon each of the said provisions alone, or in 
onnection with the other portions of said constitu- 


tion, as the President may direct.” 


The President had made this suggestion, had 
pointed out the very provisions the Senator 
speaks of, had repudiated them, and this was an 
invitation to the people of Virginia, coming 
from the Executive, indorsed by Congress, to 
leave these provisions out of their constitution ; 
and shall it be said that because they followed 
that invitation they are not prepared to enter 
here? But I take it the Senator from Vermont 
made the strongest argument, if his opinion be 
true, in favor of the admission of Virginia that 
has been made. He says he has more confi- 
dence in the southern people upon the question 
of the national debt than he has in the northern 
Democracy. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
much. 

Mr. STEWART. And he says he has more 
confidence in their granting equal rights tothe 
colored man than he has in the northern De- 
mocracy. Hesaid ‘‘ more.”’ 


About as 


In that case they are 


sustaining equal rights. I, too, have more con- 
fidence in these people of Virginia who have, 
amid prejudice, against the teachings and feel- 
ings of ages, come forward and adopted this 


liberal constitution under which every man who 
holds an office must swear that he will maintain 
the equal rights of all men—I say I have more 
confidence in them, coming as they do and 
complying as they have done with the directions 
of the Administration and of Congress, than I 
have in any set of men who declare that they 
are not in favor of equal rights, as the northern 
Democracy have done. I think the distinction 
is broad, and I thank my friend from Vermont 
for pointing it out. They have come up at our 
invitation and they are knocking at the door. 
Shall we keep them out? Ifso, for what? I 
say by a series of measures and invitations we 
have promised to receive them. They may 
deceive us, but we can better afford to submit 
to that than we can to deceive them. 

[ have heard Senators upon this floor say 
that the power to reconstruct these 
implies the power to keep them reconstructed. 
T is so if we reconstruct them in such a 


States 


l 
hat 
manner and preserve our integrity so that the 
country will indorse us; but if you say at the 
outset that you will not believe their word, if 
you set the example of treachery, your arm 
will be palsied and others will occupy your 
seats when you revoke the Constitution of the 
United States to keep these people where they 
should be, in subjection tothe laws. Withthe | 
thirteenth and fourteenth amendments, strong 
as they are and sure as they are, I have no 
doubt that we can prevent any of these States 
by direct action from repudiating the great 
principles upon which this settlement has been 
had. If Virginia shall ever repudiate her 
pledges I do not want by this tinkering to 
place Congress in the humiliating and weak 
position of acknowledging that there is no 
power to deal with new revolutions that may 
happeninthe South. ‘‘ Suflicient unto the day 
is the evil thereof.’’ If they repudiate the 
settlement and revolutionize we have suflicient 
power under the Constitution to deal with the 
case, and we shall have sufficient indorsement 
by a loyal people and a people who will be 
indignant if this Congress is deceived. If they 
have come to us, as I do not believe, with a lie 
in their mouths, the moral sense of the nation 
willsay ‘‘Shame!’’ Ido not believe they have 
any suchintention. I would take them at their 
word, and if they deceive us they will be the 
greater losers. I am for setting an example 
every time when we are deceived ; but if I have 
to do that, I do not wish to be put in the posi- 
tion of having first deceived. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, my atten- 
tion has just been called, as has that of the 
Senator from Vermont, to this difficulty in the 


Vi 


rginia constitution. 

Mr. STEWART. Will 
me to do what I desired to do before | con- 
cluded, and make a motion to lay the Senate 
bill on the table? Will he allow me to 

that motion now? 

Mr. MORTON. Not until I have concluded. 
The difficulty brought to our notice by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont is a real one, but it can be 
obviated, as a similar difficulty was obviated 


the Senator allow 


make 


1 


in the Georgia constitution. The third article 
of the constitution of Virginia prescribes the 
qualifications of the voters. It gives every- 
body the right to vote excepting three classes 
of persons: first, idiots and lunatics ; second, 
persons convicted of bribery; and third, per- 
sons who have been concerned in fighting a 
duel. There was a fourth clause in the 
stitution as framed by the convention, which 
was rejected at the election, that provided that 
no person should have the right to vote 
was embraced under the third clause of 
fourteenth amendment to the C 
the United States. The second section of that 


( 
1 
con- 


vho 
the 


ynstituti n of 


article was put in before the fourth disqualifica- 
ected, and when the second section 


tion was re 
was al! right; but the f 


was putin it fOurth dis- 
qualification being rejected, itmakes the second 
section of the article wrong. 


tion reads thus: 


That second gsec- 


**All elections shall be by ballot, and all persons | 
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entitled to vote shall be eligible to any off 
the gift of the people, 
constitution.” 


e wi 
except as restricted in 


Therefore, it makes all persons eligible to 
otlice except idiots and lunatic S, persons « 
victed of bribery, and persons who ha 
concerned in fighting a duel. It makes « 
to oflice persons who are ineligible 1 
third clause of the fourteenth article of 
amendments to the Constitution of the Unis 
States. 
admit. 

Mr. STEWART. Let me ask the Senator 
a question. In making State constitut 
it usual to refer to the limitations there 


GO not Intend | 


hat, of course, we 


the national Constitution on the questi 
holding office? There were before the fourteenth 
amendment limitations, for instance, | 

. ! > , \r . : 

tions on the President and Vice Presiden 
Presid nt was required to beanativeol the « lita 
try ; and there were limitation 


tions ol 


on the qualica 


Senators. ‘Those limitations were in 


{ 
the Constitution of the United States, and were 


not referred to in the State constitutions. The y 
generally give all persons the right te vote and 
hold oflice, but, of course, the State constitu 
tions are to be regarded as in subordination to 
the Constitution of the United States. Both 


must be construed together. 

Mr. MORTON. I will say, in answer to my 
friend, that as we may have difficulty and are 
likely to have difficulty in regard to ineligibil 
ity under the fourteenth amendment, we can- 
not now very well afford to accept the consti 
tution of Vir 
ing persons eligible to oflice in Virg 
that constitution who are 


ginia while it has a provision mak 

inla under 
ineligible under the 
third clause of the fourteenth article, which it 
does. he re fore, in the admission, we ought 
to insert in this bill something which declares 
that we do not accept this second section of 
the third article of the constitution of Virginia 
in its full force and terms. I propose, there 
fore, to remedy this difficulty in the same way 
that we remedied a similar difficulty in regard 
to the constitution of Georgia, by offering two 
amendments. 

Mr. STEWART. 
bill first. 

Mr. MORTON. I will read my amendments 
for information. Iwas stating that | proposed 
to remedy this difficulty by offering two amend 
‘The first of them is in this form: 

Provided, That this resolution shall not take effect 
until the Legislature of Virginia shall by joint reso 
lution declare that the second section of the third 
article of the constitution of Virginia shall not be 
ever construed to authorize any person to hold office 
who is ineligible to bold office under the third clau 
ofthe fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of 


the United States. 
And then I shall propose this still farther 


Let us get up the House 


ments. 


amendment: 

That any person who shall hereafter knowingly 
accept or hold any office under the United States, o1 
any State, to which he is ineligible under the third 
section of the fourteenth article of amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States, or who shall 
attempt to hokl or exercise the duties of any such 
otfice, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeal 

rainst the United States, and upon conviction 

iereot before the circuit or district court of the 
ill be imprisoned not more than one 


{ 
United States sh 
year, and fined not exceeding $1,000, and shall lorever 
be disqualified to hold any office of honor, trust, or 
profit under the United States or any State. 

So far as the first amenamene 1s 
the proviso that the resolution of 
shall not take effect until the Legislature of 
Virginia have by joint resolution declared that 
this obnoxious section shall never be construed 
to make persons eligible to oflice who are in- 
eligible under the third clause of the four 
teenth amendment, there will be no object 
and no difficulty in the Legislature of Vir 
on that point. This difficulty h: 
the Constitution almost by accit 
to say, this second ( 
Constitution was first drafted, but if 
come erroneous by the subsequ 
by popular vote of the fourth disqua 
and therefore the Legis! 
Virginia can have no objection to declaring 
that their constitution shall never be construed 


concel ned, 


admission 


is cre] 
lent 


section was rig 


of voters, 
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as being in hostility to the third clause of the 
fourteenth amendment. 

Then, sir, in regard to the next amendment, 
I think it is important, and here is the place 
especially, in view of this difficulty in the con- 
stitution of Virginia, now to declare and let it 
go as part of the Virginia bill, that any person 
who shall take or hold office in violation of the 
third clause of the fourteenth amendment shall 
be guilty of misdemeanor, punishable accord- 
ing to the terms of the amendment. 

With these two clauses in the bill there can 
never be any difficulty in regard to this section 
of the Virginia constitution. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. May I ask 
the Senator from Indiana whether he thinks 
that that will bind a Legislature of Virginia 
three or four years hence? Would the simple 
passage of a resolution that they shall not so 
construe that section of the constitution of the 
State prevent a subsequent Legislature from 
construing it as they pleased ? 

Mr. MORTON. No, sir; it would not, but 
I think my friend from Vermont does not 
clearly state the position. Ini the first place, 
second section here referred to will be abso- 
lutely under the fourteenth amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States, because it 
is in conflict with it. It is void; and the clause 
] have suggested is really of no importance 


the 


except as indicating our intention that we say | 


a word about it to show that we do not intend 
to accept that. I propose to make this declar- 
ation in this bill so that there shall be no mis- 
understanding in the State of Virginia upon 
that subject; and then by making it a penal 
offense to hold an office in violation of the third 
clause of the fourteenth amendment we cover 
the whole case. ‘That law ought to have been 
passed long ago, and we caunot make it an 
offense too soon to hold office in violation of 
that amendment. Men are holding oflice now 
in Kentucky and in Maryland, and in almost 
every southern State, in violation of the four- 
teenth amendment, and there can be no better 
time or place to make it a penal offense and to 
provide the punishment than in this Virginia 
bill. It will be applicable not only to Virginia, 
but to all the States in the Union. Taking 
these two amendments of mine together, there 
can be no mistaking the purpose of Congress 
on that subject in the admission of Virginia; 
but in point of absolute law the second section 
would be void, as being in conflict with the 
fourteenth article. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, the si- 
lence of the Democratic members of this body 
during this debate has on several occasions met 
with animadversions on the other side. I for 
myself, sir, am tired of it, or rather I should 
say | am tired of some things which constantly, 
notwithstanding our silence, have been said in 
reference to the party to which I belong. There 
has not been a single day since this debate com- 
menced that some persons, very wise in their 
own conceits, have not seen proper to speak in 
very disparaging terms of the Democratic party. 
We have heard to-day from one Senator that 
he has more confidence in the people of Vir- 
vinia than he has in the Democratic party. I 
do not know what his confidence in the people 
of Virginia is, but his remark evidently was 
intended to mean that there was not much con- 
fidence to be reposed either in the people of 
Virginia or in the Democratic party. I am 
exceedingly sorry that that Senator made that 
remark, showing his want of confidence in the 
two million Democrats in the United States. 
Sir, when those two million Democrats shall 
hear it, when the telegraph shall flash that news 
tothem, lam afraid they will be terribly pained ; 
lam afraid they will weep at the idea that con- 
fidence from so distinguished a source cannot 
be afforded them! 

Sir, it is time that such remarks had ceased 
to be made in the Senate of the United States, 


especially when nothing is said on our part to | 


Who cares for the lack of con- 
Whom does it hurt? 


provoke them, 
fidence thus expressed? 


Mr. President, when the party to which these 
Senators belong have done as much to exalt 
the character of this nation, to build it up, to 
make it respected at home and honored abroad 
as the Democratic party have done for it, then 
it will be time for them to insist upon a com- 
parison between their party and the Demo- 
cratic party. 

Sir, the Democratic party took the manage- 
ment of your country in hand when you num- 
bered but fifteen States and some five or six 
million people. Every foot of territory that 
has ever been added to the United States has 
been added by Democratic administrations ; 
every foreign war that has been fought, hero- 
ically fought, every triumph over a foreign foe 
that has ever been achieved has been achieved 
under a Democratic administration. 


What has the Republican party done that its | 


advocates should taunt Democrats on this floor 
with a want of fidelity to the country, or that 
it should set itself up as the great judge of the 


Democratic party, its policy, and its adminis- | 


tration of the country? A brief existence of 
eight or nine years; a land deluged in blood ; 
almost every acre of your soil freshened with 
graves: adebt amounting to billions of dollars; 


a people crushed to earth by onerous taxation, | 


and every safeguard of civil and constitutional 
liberty set at defiance, ignored, and trampled 
upon—these are its achievements ! 

You cannot look at the history of the Demo- 
cratic party and charge it with the violations 
of the fundamental law of the land of which 


your party has been guilty. During the period | 


of sixty years in which it almost unbrokenly 
administered the affairs of this Government it 
never arrested one, no, not even the humblest 


No 


accusation except by due process of law. 


man’s house was ever invaded except under | 


legal authority during the whole sixty years 
that the Democratic party administered the 
Government; not one public press was ever 
suppressed. ‘This party of yesterday when they 
came into power found a Constitution under 
which the people of this country had lived for 
seventy-five or eighty years in the enjoyment 
of all the blessings of civil and constitutional 
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liberty ; they found this Constitution, made by | 


the great and wise men who laid the founda- 
tions of your Government deep in the princi- 
ples of constitutional liberty, and without any 
experience in so great a work they set to work 
patching it up, and patching it up, until now, if 


the great men who made it could rise from the | 


dead or descend from heaven, they would 
scarcely recoguize the instrument which they 


| framed. | 
But, sir, I will not, unless further provoked, | 


indulge longer in this line of remark. It is 
foreign, I admit, to the subject which ought to 
be the legitimate subject under discussion. I 


_have only made these remarks because day 


after day we in the minority in this Chamber | 


have heard denunciations of the party to which 


| it is our pride and our honor to belong by ggn- 


' posed and not able to be in his seat. 
| were here he would vote ‘* yea,’’ and I should 


tlemen on the other side of the Chamber. Sir, | 


if blows hereafter are given blows shall be re- 
ceived, 

Mr. STEWART. I move to lay the joint 
resolution now before the Senate on the table. 

Mr. WILSON, 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PRATT. 1 desire to say that I have 
agreed to pair off on this bill with the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, [Mr. TuurMan,] who is indis- 
If he 


vote ‘‘nay.”’ 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 23; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Carpenter, Cas- 
serly, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Davis, Ferry, Fowler, 
Hamilton, McCreery, Norton, Nye, Patterson, Sauls- 
bury, Scott, Stewart, Stockton, Tipton, Trumbull, 
Vickers, Warner, Willey, and Williams—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Buckingham, 


| ; : ‘ 
'' Cameron, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, Harris, How- 


I ask for the yeas and nays | 


tion of the Chair to Rule No. 26: 


| mously direct otherwise.”’ 
| read to-day. 


| on its second reading. 


: ore : os || for the first time. 
American citizen, and tried him on a criminal | 


| bill? 





1870. 


January 17, 


ard, Howe, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, M [he See 


Vermont, Morton, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Rice Pp to inse 
son, Schurz, Spencer, Sumner, Thayer, ana 0” a 
son—23. vues ee: Wil. ng proviso 
ABSENT—Messrs. Brownlow, Cattel] Ohanai Dinmided, 
Cragin, Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan, Kelloge Oehn a if said & 
Pool, Pratt, Ross, Sawyer, Sherman, Sprague TI ur. fier of sai 


At 


man, and Yates—17. 


ce, he sha 
So the motion to lay the 


> 6 - - ereta©r! 
Joint resolution o, he secrete 





the table was agreed to. vi jon an 
Mr. STEWART. I now move that the go, ys wembel 
ate proceed to the consideration of the Hoy., Ziates, OF as 
Virginia bill. “se 3 ey 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator frerwardel 


e same, 0 


so 


from Nevada now moves that the Senate p).. sam 
ceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R ae 
No. 783) to admit the State of Virginia ,; th: * 





representation in the Congress of the Unite; a act of Co 
States. ‘ Sn gee 

_Mr.SUMNER. I object to its further eo». States; so h 
sideration. before and 


red to adm 
knowingly | 
aths shall 
inished th 
year and no 


Mr. CONKLING. How can that be? J], 
has not yet been read once to-day. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is withiy 


the power of a majority of the Senate to take tless thal 
up the bill. il] trials for 
Mr. SUMNER. Of a majority of the Senate” eat of the 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly. . oe 
Mr. SUMNER. Allow me to call the attey. was regula 


netent auth 
erson who 
ext alter t 
‘ribe, an 
indtaken, t 
his office. 
Mr. ED 
ment ado} 
and needs 
Mr. TRI 
ment 18 as 
Senator 1! 
in its ame 


** 26. Every bill and joint resolution shall receiy 
three readings previous to its being passed, and t}y, 
Presiding Uttcer shall give notice at each whether 
it be the first, second, or third ; which reading sha)j 
be on three different days unless the Senate unayi- 


Mr. CONKLING. This bill has not beey 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. — This bill js 
It was read on Friday 
It is now on its second 


reading. Mr. ED 
Mr. SUMNER. I object to any further Mr. BC 
reading. have ver 
Mr. CONKLING. It has not been read Denso 


the second time yet. Let it be read a second 
time. 
Mr. SUMNER. Will the Chair be good 


enough to explain the precise position of the 


much adn 
Che culm 
train, bre 
quences t 
has allude 
fore, what 
responsib 
of the Re 

But, sir 
cussion 0! 
of their 
any exten 
considera‘ 
which Ih 
of Virgin 
tamiliarity 
which sur 
should sa 
which I h 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Therulere- 
quires that a bill shall be read three several 
times on three different days, except by unani- 
mous consent. ‘This bill was read a first tim 
on Friday. It can now be read a second time 
by the consent of the body. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘ By the consent of th 
body ?”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, It cannot be 
read a third time to-day except by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. SUMNER. Now [ask a division on th 
question of its second reading. 

Mr. STEWART. The motion is to take up 


| the bill. I propose 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question [am n 
before the Senate is on proceeding to the ginia. O 


consideration of the bill. If the Senate shall 
agree to take it up it will then be on its second 


heart thro 
the earlie 


reading. represent 
The motion was agreed to. sir, the d 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is pendency 


feeling, w 


now on its second reading, and it will be reada ; 
motives o 


second time at length. 


The Secretary read the bill, as follows: Se 

Whereas the people of Virginia have adopted a P to the | 
constitution republican in form, and have in all re- ato tae 

| spects conformed to the requirements of the act 0! Now, s 

Congress entitled ‘An act authorizing the submis- vinia has 

sion of the constitutions of Virginia, Mississippi, and dent, all 


Texas to a vote of the people, and authorizing the 
election of State officers provided by the said consti- 
tutions and members of Congress,” approved April 
10, 1869: Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


of her, an 
general i! 
was fair 


tives of the United States of America in Congress asse- there sho: 
bled, That the said State of Virginia is entitled thosewhe 
to representation in the Congress of the United with whe 


States. ‘ 
¥ read wha 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to amend the bil! S aden 
by adding the proviso, in the form in which B subject. 
the proviso stands, as agreed to by the Sen- 1 message 
ate to the Senate bill, which the Clerk will STs vis 
read. ] R 11. 


i 
i 
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Seeretary read the amendment, w 
rt at the end of the bill the follow- 


1d, That before any member of the Legisla- 
said State shall takeor resume his seat, or any 
rcaid State shall enter upon the duties of his 
» shall take, subseribé, and file in the office of 
etary of State of Virginia for permanent pres- 
‘yn anoathin the form following : *“* I, —-—-, 
mniy swear that I have never taken an oath 
her of Congress, or asan officer of the United 
sa member of any State Legislature, or 
executive or judicial oflicer of any State, to 

the Constitution of the United States, and 

wardengaged in insurrection orrebellion against 

or me, or given aid or comfort to the enemies 
‘¢. «9 help me God;’’ or such person shall in 
R manner take, subscribe, and file the following 
‘). |. ——-———, do solemnly swear that I have, 

or of Congress of the United States, been relieved 
e(] othe disabilities imposed upon me by the four- 
‘+h amendment of the Constitution of the United 

. -» so help me God;” which oathsshall be taken 

foro and certified by any officer lawfully author- 

1 to administer oaths. And any person who shall 

ely swear falsely in taking either of such 
shall be deemed guilty of perjury, and shall be 
ished therefor by imprisonment not less than one 
+» and not more than ten years, and shall be fined 
s than $1,000 and not more than $10,000. Andin 
als for any violation of this resolution the certi- 

of the taking of either of said oaths, with proof 

ha signature of the party accused, shall be taken 

| held as conclusive evidence that such oath 
vos regularly and lawfully administered by com- 
tent authority: And provided further, That every 

, who shall neglect for the period of thirty days 

ext after the passage of this resolution to take, sub- 
ribe, and file such oath as aforesaid shall bedeemed 
ndtaken, to allintentsand purposes,to have vacated 


: office. 
ul Mr. EDMUNDS. Thisis exactly the amend- 
nent adopted by the Senate to the other bill, 
i ind needs no explanation, as I suppose. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Lunderstand this amend- 
ment is as it was adopted on the motion of the 
a) Senator from West Virginia, [Mr. Witury, ] 
nd n its amended form. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir. 
ler Mr. BOREMAN. Mr. President, while | 
have very great respect for the members of the 
ad Democratic party, [ cannot say that I have so 
nuch admiration for the history of that party. 
; fhe culmination of its history, following in its 
train, brought upon the country the conse- 
ue quences to which the Senator from Delaware 
has alluded, according to my judgment. There- 
fore, whatever those consequences may, be the 
responsibility for them does not lie at the door 
of the Republican party of the United States. 
But, sir, I did not rise to enter into any dis- 
cussion of the merits of the Democracy, nor 
of their party organization, nor to enter into 
any extended discussion of the subject under 
consideration; but in view of the relations 





yr 
ori: 





which I have heretofore occupied to the people | 


of Virginia, my acquaintance with them, my 
familiarity with them, and the circumstances 
which surround me, I deem it proper that I 
should say something in regard to the votes 
which I have already given and the votes which 
I propose to give upon this bill. . 

{am not opposed to the admission of Vir- 
th ginia. On the contrary, every impulse of my 
all heart throbs toward that State, and I wish, at 
nd the earliest practicable moment, to have her 
represented in the Halls of Congress. But, 
sir, the discussion of this subject during its 
pendency before Congress has provoked much 
feeling, which has led to the impugning of the 
motives of some of the members who have seen 
fit to vote to impose upon her restrictions and 
da precautionary provisions in her readmission 
c into the Union. 

Now, sir, let us take it for granted that Vir- 
vinia has done, in the language of the Presi- 
the dent, all that the reconstruction acts required 

of her, and, in the language of the commanding 
general in that district, that the late election 
ie was fair and full, and that on that* account 
thereshould be no objection. In order to give 
thosewho are opposing the position which those 
with whom I associate occupy, I propose to 
1; read what the President said, and also to have 

read what the commanding general says on the 


ch ae ay . : : 

vt subject. The President, in his late annual 
Be nessage, says: 

Will = - 


In Virginia the election took place on the 6th of 


{ist Cona. 2p Sess.—No. 33. 


July, 1869. The Governor and Lieutenant Governor 
elected have been installed. The Legislature met 
and did all required by this resolution”’ 


Referring to the act of April 10, 1869— 


**and by all the reconstruction acts of Congress, and 
abstained from all doubtful authority. I reeom- 
mend that her Senators and Representatives and the 
State be fully restored to her place in the family of 
States.’’ 


The commanding general, after giving in his 
report of July 22, 1869, the votes upon the con- 
stitution and for and against some of its pro- 
visions, and for the various officers whose elec- 
tion took place at that time, and after stating 
that the registered vote in the State was 269,518, 
and that the votes cast upon the constitution 
were 219,713, showing about four fifths of the 
votes cast at that election of those registered in 
the State, proceeds with his report es follows. 
[ ask the Clerk to read what I have marked. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


** The above results are given from the registration 
and canvass returns, and a comparison of these indi- 
cates that the numbers not voting were very evenly 
in the ratio of whiteand colored voters; buttheexact 
proportion can only be determined by a close exam- 
ination of the poll-lists, and will be given hereafter. 
In some of the counties, where the registration was 
nearly equal, the falling off in the vote is compara- 
tively small, and not greater than is usual in other 
States. The converse of this appears to be true with 
regard toanumber of counties where the preponder- 
ance of one or the other class of voters was so large 
as to leave no doubt of the result, and thus divest 
the election of the interest that usually attaches to 
aclosecontest. ‘The greatest falling off was in coun- 
ties where the majority of white registered voters 
wasgreatest ; butin these(mountain) counties theun- 
finished harvest work no doubt had its influence in 
reducing the vote. Insome of the counties the vote 
appears to have been greatly influenced, both as to 
numbers and direction, by the personalinfluenceand 
exertions of the local candidates. In two counties, 
where considerable majorities were given for Gov- 
ernor Wells, but two votesin each were cast in favor 
of the test-oath and disfranchising clauses. 

“There are a number of complaints of fraudulent 
voting, but the registration and election records fur 
nish the means of determining, within very narrow 
limits, the extent of such frauds, and are now being 
examined for that purpose. The military commis- 
sioners or superintendents of election for eighty-six 
counties report that the election was impartially and 
fairly conducted in the counties under their super- 
vision. In five counties they report that the vote 
was influenced by intimidation and fraud, and are 
now engaged in the investigation of the subject, and 
eleven have not yet reported. ‘The most numerous 
complaints and most difficult of investigation are 


those which relate to intinaidation and fraud in keep- | 


ing voters away from the polls or in constraining 
them to vote otherwise than as they wished. These 
complaints come from both parties, and in many 


instances are no doubt well founded; but theevidence | 


is not such as to induce the belief that they have 
influenced the result, except possibly in a few cases 
where the local vote was very close. ; 

**The charges of misconduct against the election 
officers are very few; remarkably so, when it is con- 
sidered that the ballot is a novelty in this State, and 
that the great majority of the election officers were 
entirely without experience. The number of in- 
formal or rejected ballots, when considered in the 
same light, is also very small.’’ 

Mr. BOREMAN. In addition to what has 
been read with regard to this election, I wish 
to give the State of Virginia the benefit of 
another fact or two in connection with that 
election. Iam well acquainted with the gen- 
tleman who was elected Lieutenant Governor at 
that election. He is a native of Virginia, has 
resided there all his life and during the late 
rebellion, yet he never yielded to secession or 
rebellion, but stood firm during the whole time, 


| and he is to-day, as I understand, in perfect 


accord with the Republican party of this coun- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


unjust to Virginia that she should be knocking 
at the door of the Halls of Congress for admis- 
sion and be kept away so long; that this sub- 
ject should be held under discussion for days 
and weeks, and Virginia, after she has complied 
with all these laws, should not be admitted at 
once and promptly. It might be answered 
that Virginia was not expelled from these 
Halls by any act of the Congress or of the peo 
ple of the United States; that her Represent 
atives at her bidding or of their own voliti 
left the Congress of the United States and the 
Capitol, shook the dust off their feet, and went 


mn 
Onl 


| off and affiliated with an alien organization. 


took refuge under a hostile flag, and made 
war against the Government and the loyal peo 
ple of the United States, and that there is no 
injustice in requiring her to wait until the peo 
ple of the United States find their own good 
time when she shall be admitted into their 
councils to assist in making their laws. 


It is also said that it is invidious in the case 


| of Virginia to impose upon her these restric- 


| the other seceded States. 


tions when we have not done so in regard to 
The gentlemen who 
make this objection seem to have forgotten 
that the fourteenth amendment was not in ex 
istence when the act of June 25, 1868, was 
passed ; at all events, it was not authoritatively 
announced, and Congress did ‘not therefore in 


| corporate any provision in regard to the third 


section of the fourteenth amendment in the bill 
of the 25th of June, 1868. 

But since the admission of those States wa 
ought to have, if we have not, learned wisdom. 


| Since June, 1868, we have had much expe 


rience. We have seen much of what has tran 

spired in the southern country under the State 
governments which have been already organ- 
ized. It became necessary for us only the 
other day, in the month of December, to take 
action in regard to the State of Georgia. Al 

though Georgia had been incorporated in the 


act of 1868, and had elected her Governor and 


Legislature, yet in consequence of her recu 
sancy, of her hostility to the laws and the Con 


| stitution: of the unsettled affairs in that State, 


and of adetermined purpose to set at defiance 
the Constitution of the United States, it be 
came necessary, in the opinion of Congress, 
to take action in regard to that State; and 
some of the gentlemen who are now opposing 
the action which we propose by this amend- 
ment to take in regard to Virginia, I appre 
hend if the record be searched, voted for that 
bill in regard to Georgia in which was incor- 
porated an oath, not simply in the words which. 
are incorporated in the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Vermont, but a broader, wider, and 
more extended oath, more comprehensive than 
that which we propose now to incorporate in 
this bill. 

But, sir, as another reason, I may say, for 


| the introduction of this amendment, we have 


| Constitution of the 


. . ° 4, 
try on the main issues, and in him | have the || 


utmost confidence. 

I am also acquainted, and have been for 
years, with the gentleman who has been elected 
speaker of the Katee of delegates of Virginia, 
and of whom I speak in the highest regard. 
He is a gentleman of integrity and respect- 
ability, and in whom I have confidence. He 
was a Union man also in the beginning of the 
war, but may have been compromised to some 
extent toward the latter part of the rebellion. 

Upon this state of facts we are asked to ad- 
mit Virginia unconditionally, without qualifi- 
cation, without any of the safeguards which 
we have deemed necessary in order to preserve 
the security of the citizens of Virginia and the 
peace of our country. It is alleged that it is 


had called to our attention bya decision of the 
Chief Justice of the United States a fact to 
which the attention of most members probably 
had not been called before, the tact that the 
United States does not 
execute itself; that this fourteenth amendment 
will not execute itsown provisions, which pro- 
hibit certain persons from holding office in the 
country. Inthe opinion of Chief Justice Chase 
in the case of Cesar Griffin, decided May 10, 
1869, at Richmond, we find this clause: 


‘The object of the amendment [the third section 
of the fourteenth article} is to exclude from certain 
offices acertainclass of persons. Now, itis obviously 
im possible to do this by asimple declaration, whethe 
in the Constitution or in an act of Congress, that ai! 
persons included within a particular description sha! 
not hold office. For, in the very nature of things, } 
must be ascertained what particular individuals ar 
embraced by the definition before any sentence « 
exclusion can be made to operate. To accomp! 
this ascertainment and insure effective results pi 
ceedings, evidence, decisions, and enforcement ¢ 


| decisions, more or less formal, are indispensable; 
| and these can only be provided for by act of Con 
gress.” 


I understand that this decision of the Chief 
Justice of the United States has called the atten- 








ol4 


tion of the people of Virginia to this question, || 
and that if this amendment is not incorporated || 
in this bill officers may be installed in office in | 
Virginia without looking to the qualifications || 
underthe third section of the fourteenthamend- 
ment. It isto provide against that contingency 
that those who support this amendment now ad- || 
vocate it. Let it be remembered, sir, that this | 
amendment does not simply apply to the ofli- | 
cers who are already elecied, and to the existing | 
members of the Legislature, but there are jn- | 
numerable oflicers to be elected in Virginia in | 
pursuance of the provisions of their constitu- 
tion. There are their judges of the court of | 
lappeals; there are their circuit judges; there 
are their county judges, and all the various 
officers of the State, who may be inducted into | 
office without regard to the requirements of 
the fourteenth amendment, if some provision 
of this sort is not incorporated in this bill. 

If this be so, what objection can gentlemen 
have to the provision itself? It is simply to 
guard against an infraction of the Constitution. 
s there not danger that the Constitution may 
be violated? Has it not already been done, | 
as we have heard here to-day, in the case of 
Georgia? Is it not being done in the State of | 
Kentucky? And it may be, and I understand 
it is, probably the case in the State of Califor- | 
nia; that gentlemen are occupying office there 
who are not eligible under the provisions of 
the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution. 
Then, sir, as a matter of safety and security I 
deem it my duty to vote for the amendment 
under consideration. 

I will say further, Mr. President, that with a 
very small minority of this body I am not en- 
tirely satisfied that the oath pr®&cribed by the 
act of July 2, 1862, ought not to be adminis- 
tered to the members of the Legislature and 
the officers of Virginia under the law Congress 
passed, I! think it is not at all clear; but if I 
were convinced upon that subject I should not 
yield my thorough conviction. Still, inasmuch 
as a very large proportion of the learned gentle- | 
men of the law who are members of this body | 
have come toa different conclusion, I yield my || 
opinion on that subject, and am willing to take | 
the oath which is prescribed in thisamendment. 

Mr. President, this is about all that I wish to 
say, simply in explanation of the course I have 
pursued and am about to pursue in voting upon 
this bill. I wish to do no injustice to the State 
of Virginia, yet while I wish to be magnani- 
mous toward her I wish to protect the inter- 
ests of every class of her citizens and preserve 
the harmony and peace of this country. 

I do what I do in voting for the bill with this 
amendment upon it with great trepidation. We 
have seen what has transpired in other quarters ; || 
we hear from day to day what is transpiring in | 
some of the other reconstructed States, and we 
may well feel an apprehension for the conse- 
quences if we pass the bill even with the amend- 
ment upon it. But inasmuch as so much time 
has transpired since the rebellion has been 
closed; inasmuch as it seems to be the desire 
ofa majority of the members of the party with 
whom I act; inasmuch as it is senate that 
the State of Virginia and her people are in 
about as good condition as if we defer their 
admission to an indefinite time, I feel it my | 
bounden duty to vote for the bill with this | 
amendment incorporated in it. I will not say | 
now, sir, what I may do if this amendment | 
shali be defeated. 

Mr. FOWLER. Mr. President, forthe most | 
part on these questions I have been content to || 
give a silent vote, and have not generally given || 
the reasons which induced me to cast that vote. 

| 
| 








I desire, however. on a question so important 
as the present to give some reasons for the vote | 
I shall give. 

I have listened with great attention to the || 
discussion of this bill. 1 have particularly paid | 
attention to the objections that have been raised | 
against the admission of Virginia, and I can- | 
not persuade myself that I have heard any very | 
good or tangible reason for objecting to the 


bill that has been proposed by the Judiciary 
Committee of the Senate, and particularly to 
the one that has been sent to us from the House 
of Representatives. It is true that in many 
cases many of my votes on these questions I 
might now denominate as futile legislation. I 
do not know that I should be able to give a 
very good reason for them if it were not for 
the tergiversations in legislation of this body 
and the other on that subject which I to some 
extent had to follow. Not long since we had 


'| a very excellent reason given for the changes 


that we might make, that so varied and so | 


fruitful was the age of change that an individ- 
ual who should be found in the situation he was 
a year or two ago would be considered nothing 
better than a man who was setting up mile- 
stones upon a deserted highway. In order to 
avoid that useless and unnecessary work we 
sometimes turn from these old highways. 


Now, sir, I want to know some valid, definite | 


reason why the State of Virginia should not be 
admitted to her place in this and the other body. 
I listened with as much attention as I was capa- 
ble of to the speech of the Senator from West 
Virginia, [Mr. Boreman.] I expected, as I 
knew he was better acquainted with the char- 
acter of the people and the circumstances that 
surrounded them than any other person, that 
he would give us some reason other than a fan- 
cied one, because Georgia or some other south- 
ern State had proved, as is said, treacherous, 
that therefore Virginia must be considered in 
the same light, and that she must be brought 
here bound hands and feet and shorn of her 
ancient glory, that glory which belongs to all 
the States. I have heard no good pretext for 
any such a course, except possibly it may be 


this, that there are many offices to be filled in | 


Virginia and they will be filled by those who 
are incapable of taking the oath required, who 
are laboring under disabilities imposed upon 
them by the fourteenth amendment to the Con- 
stitution. Admit that to be true, that they are 
under these disabilities, could we not do with 
them as we have done in other cases, remove 
their disabilities for the purpose of enabling 
them to hold office? This has been done here 
again and again. ‘The method is a short and 
easy one. ‘The questions that I should ask in 
this case are: are these men honest; are they 
capable; are they friends of the country? [ 
should go no further. 

I do not propose to examine into the merits 
of any of these amendments; they are to meall 
the same. I carenot what they are. You may 
pile them up mountain high. These condi- 
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although there are many individuals. le 
comprehend what was meant by all the oo 
statesmen of the virtuous age of the Repabi 
when they said independent, equal, or over 
eign States, only upon the hypothesis that 
these terms all meant States, and nothing more, 
No amplification, no piling up’ of adjectiy > 
could for a moment change or limit or enlarp. 
this unit of the nation; nor do [ believe the 
State can ever be anything less or more than 
a State, except under the power of successfy] 
and permanent conquest or revolution, x. 
long as the Government is what it was designed 
by Washington, Jefferson, Hamilton, ja, 
Ellsworth, and their contemporaries no chaps, 
6 


can take place. 


I have never admitted the fact that the Stata, 
were either out of the Union or ceased to exix: 
so longas the same people remained unchanged 
on the same soil. Military power might pre- 
vent the meeting of the Legislature which jt had 
dispersed. just as the armies of Great Britain 
dispersed and sent our own national and Stat. 
Legislatures perambulating the country durin, 
the revolutionary war, and again during th, 
late war with thatnation. Numerous instance; 
might be given to support this position jf ;; 
were requisite. The permanent oceupation of 
the country would not have the effect to destroy 
the government of a conquered country. No; 
one of the monsters of history would think of 
the destruction of the government of a people 
that he had placed at his feet unless he were » 
madman. 

The conqueror may suppress such instity. 
tions or such parts of the Government as are 


_ inconsistent with his own safety and repugnant 


to humanity ; but he could not destroy it. 1 
interfere with the courts and subject the inhab. 
itants to the outrages of military governments 
is not contemplated by the mandate of our or 
any civilization. 

The mere expression of the people, as seen 
in their visible State government, might be ren. 
dered inoperative ; but the State in its highes: 
and real sense is the people. These would ex: 
ist and would, when permitted, resurrect their 
inactive government and put it into motion. If, 
as has been done, they were required to gives 


_ new expression it would be substantially the 


same; there would not be a new element in 


it; some limitations might be removed ani 


| some of its rights and privileges might be ex- 


tions are only conditions to me, and nothing | 


else. I put them under one head and shall 
dispose of them in that way. 


_ tended. 
| the same unless a tyranny were exercised that 


The Government would be precisely 


should crush out the very soul of the people; 
unless a despotism as remorseless and cruel 
as that which daily and hourly, by slow torture, 


‘| draws out the heart of Poland were to exer. 


As I regard the reasons that controlled my | 


action on this bill as the reasons that guided 
me in other cases, having never voted for any 
of them, I have taken some care to prepare my 
views. 

The question before the Senate is, shall Vir- 
ginia be acknowledged as a State of the Union, 
or is she a 
the equal of New York or Delaware, or even 
Rhode Island. Certainly she might rank with 
Nebraska or Nevada in all the elements known 
to the Constitution and laws of this Republic. 
If she is less than a State inherently she will 
not be made one by any act of Congress. No 
legislative enactment can add one cubit to her 
stature, nor take anything from her but rights. 


_ A State is either a State absolute or, if we 


may attach any meaning to the innumerable 


|| amendments and the fundamental conditions 


that have rung their everlasting changes in this 
Hall, conditional. 
The United States is a Government formed 


isa State. As well might you expect to find 
a variety of particles of different kinds in the 
diamond or in a lump of gold as to find States 
of different kinds and diverse properties in 
One definition, and but one, can 
be found for a State. 


| of homogeneous and equal units; that unit | 


There is but one State, | 


cise its unrighteous power. 
If the virtuous people of Virginia and Mas. 


sachusetts, the most renowned republics on the 


globe, were to-day called upon to frame eaci 
a constitution there would be but little differ. 
ence in their forms. If one were more liberal! 


in some of its provisions, the other would be 
‘| administered with more tenderness. 
rovince? If she is a State she is | 


I will not 
recur to the history of either of these people 
to uncover their wounds and set them to bleed: 


ing afresh, but call attention to their virtuous 


and enlightened pone Allthe discoveries 
of humanity in the affairs of free governments 
belong to each. They are impressed on the 


_minds of both with equal permanency. The 


great ‘* Magna Charta’’ of American liberty, 
not by any means a thing that any man or peo 
ple could claim an exclusive right to, still did 
receive its form from the great Virginian. 
admit it to its place in the Government of our 
country as the basis of all our institutions. 
would with equal pleasure point to the inaugu- 
ral address of the same great mind, when he 
took his seat for his first presidential term, as 
not less valuable, but even of higher and puret 
origin, and more binding upon the patriot and 
the Christian, in which the reign of reason 1s 
preferred to bigotry or the sword. 

It is not important to-day what should have 
been done at the close of the war, since it was 


| 
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The State governments were de- 
‘jared ‘swept away ’’ without law or reason 
of fact to sustain it. A new expression was 
taken at the point of the bayonet. ‘These in turn 
a in set aside, and a new rule applied 


not done. 


wore again 
inder the same power. 
made to admit the Senators and Representa- 
tives upon complying with expressed condi- 
tions. These conditions were faithfully com- 
nlied with, and new conditions were imposed, 
which have likewise been met. All this neither 
made new States nor unmade the old States. 

(‘nder the first essay the thirteenth amend- 
was carried by States, of course, for 
nothing but a State could ratify a constitutional 
amendment, and a State entitled to represent- 
ation. So they will be regarded. They have 
never been anything less than equal, independ- 
ent States. Mr. Lincoln so regarded them 
when he authorized his Secretary of State to 
declare this principle to the l’rench Govern- 
ment during the most violent period of the war. 

The Supreme Court, in a recent decision, 
have held them as States under all the varied 
expressions that the people have made. Our 
sreatest living statesman declared in one of the 
ablest speeches ever made in this body, on the 
admission of California: 

“California is already aState—a complete and fully 
appointed State. She never again can be less than 
that. Shecan never again be a province or a colony; 
nor can she be made to shrink and shrivel into the 
proportions of a Federal dependent territory. Cali- 
fornia, then, henceforth and forever, must be what 
she is now, a State. 


ment 


So Virginia when she ceased to be a colony 
was a State, and a sovereign State until she sur- 
rendered a portion of her sovereignty to the 
Union. Ido not mean sovereignty in its Kuro- 
pean sense. No process of sweating can re- 
duce her from an equal independent State. 

Nor was it in the power of any portion of 
her people to deprive her and her loyal people 
of their just, vested rights in the Union. The 


war, by a solemn declaration of Congress, was 


undertaken for the preservation of the Union, 
and consequently of the rights of the States in 
the Union. The war was not made to destroy 
but to preserve; it was waged against rebels, 
not against States. When the rebel power was 
quelled the rights of the citizens in the States 
and in the Union sprung to life. They come 
full grown, crowned with mature years. They 
could be no less. Every hour that they have 


been unnecessarily withheld has been treason | 


against jystice. It may be affirmed that this 
pupilage of States was for the protection of 
those who required it. 
one, but the policy a bad one. Restore to all 
their rights and then protect them in their en- 
joyment. 

The Government is one of law and not of 
foree. It acts upon citizens, not upon incor- 
porated States, by force. Mr. Johnson, in 
convention of the people of Connecticut for the 
ratification of the Constitution, said : 

"The force which is to be employed is the energy 


of law, and this force is to operate only on individ- 
uals who fail in their duty to their country.”’ 


Says Mr. Ellsworth: 

“Tam for coercion by law; that coercion which 
acts only upon delinquent individuals. This Consti- 
tution does not attempt to coerce sovereign bodies, 
States in their political capacity.” 

he Union is a Union of States by the peo- 
ple forming a Government designed to act on 
them as individuals. 

But, if it were possible, a greater, Mr. Web- 
ster, has said, after quoting from the Federalist : 

“The fabric of American empire ought to rest on 
the solid basis of the consent of the people.”’ ° 
k * eS 


“The Constitution, sir, regards itself 
as perpetual and immortal! It declares that new 
States may com-2into the Union, but it does not de- 
clare that old States may go out. The Union is not 
a temporary partnership of States.’’ 


What is that Union? I will let Mr. Pinck- 
ney, the most brilliant and accomplished law- 
yer of the golden era that he graced, say : 


What is that Union? A confederation of States 


equal in sovereignty, capable of everything which 
ie 


A solemn promise was | 


The motive was a good | 


| stead of an immortal one. 


| to the question, ‘‘ cui bono ?”’ 


gress to forbid. It is an equal Union between par- 
ties equally sovereign. They were sovereign inde- 
pendently of the Union. The object of the Union 
was common protection for the exercise of already 
existing sovereignty. The parties gave upa portion 
of that sovereignty to insure the remainder. As far 
as they gave it up by the common compact they have 
ceased to besovereign. The Union provides the means 
ofdefending the residue, and itis into that Union that 
a new State is to come. By acceding to it the new 
State is we on the same footing with the original 
States. It accedes forthe same purpose; that is, pro- 
tection for its unsurrendered sovereignty. If it 
comes in shorn of its beams, crippled and dispar 


aged beyond the original States, it is not into the | 


original Union that it comes, 


al U for it is a different 
sort of Union. 


The first was Union inter pares. This 


is a Union between disparates, between giants and | 


a dwarf between power and feebleness, between full 
proportioned sovereignties and a miserable image of 
power—a thing which that very Union has shrunk 
and shriveled from its fi st size, instead of preserving 
it in its true dimensions. 

“It is into ‘this Union;’ that is, the Union of the 
Federal Constitution, that youareto admit or refuse 
to admit. Youcan admit into no other. You can 
not make the Union as to the new State what it is 
not as to the old; for then it is not this Union that 
you open for the entrance of a newparty. If you 
make it enterinto a new and additional compact, is 
it any longerthesame Union? ’’—Annals of Congress, 
Sixteenth Cong., first sess., p. 398. 


ry = 
The war was made on the permanency and | 


perpetuity of the Union. ‘The Government 
tendered the issue and the Confederacy ac- 
cepted it. One party contended for a per- 
petual, an immortal Government ; the other for 
a league or compact, from which the States 
might secede. ‘The confederacy lost, and the 
nation remained as before. 

I have but a word to say upon the funda- 
mental conditions which are sought to be at- 
tached to this State. They are useless, or an 
absolute nullity. If they are already contained 
in the Constitution they are of no value: if not, 
they are pernicious and unavailing. If Vir- 
ginia could come in upon conditions she is but 
a conditional State, not an independent, equal 
and perpetual State. The Government is not 
composed of States absolute and contingent; 
it then would become a mere contingent in- 
You might as well 
speak of a contingent man or woman. The 
fundamental conditions are not worth the 
breath it requires to read them. 

Apart from the nature of the State and its 
relations to the General Government, we come 
It isalleged by 
several Senators that it will prevent the treach- 
ery of Virginia. Is this probable? History 
records no act of treachery on the part of Vir- 
ginia. She has shown none in her effort at 
reconstruetion. Let her be tried by any rea- 
sonable test. Apply to her the most searching 
analysis. Let us try her colonial history. 
While the British Government was upright 
she was called the ever-faithfulcolony. When 
the summons from her sister colonies came to 
resist the encroachments of the mother country 
upon their rights she flew to their support with 


a devotion which carried confidence to all and | 


eventually won success. In the second war 
with England she performed her whole duty. 
In the war with Mexico she did her part, her 
whole part. In war she has done all that was 
asked or expected of her. In peace her con- 
tributions to the prosperity and glory of the 
nation have not been less, but even greater. You 
could not strike Virginia from the history with- 
out tearing out its brightest pages. Every 
department of the Government has been illus- 


_ trated by her great names, not claimed aloneas 


| the same. 


Virginians, but Americans, by all who love the 
history of the Republic. Her history is secure 
in the past; in it there is nothing to arouse 
suspicion or distrust. I could not envy the 
man who could harbor such a sentiment, to say 
nothing of uttering it. 

The distasteful measures adopted for the 
reconstruction of Virginia have been executed 
in good faith. General Canby so reports the 
case to the country. The Judiciary Commit- 
tee, after a long examination, report the same. 
The House of Representatives have declared 
I have no means of knowing the 


| facts but through the public journals, and 


Constitution does not forbid or authorize Con- || judging from them I have arrived at the same 


| 


| 
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conclusion. On what grounds shall we predi- 
cate the charge of treachery as to the great 
body of her people or insinuate it? They have 
the same literature, the same religion, th 
same code of morals as ourselves. They have 
the same glorious memories of the past to 
inspire them, and the same bright hopes for 
the future. Why, then, are a whole people to 
be denounced as treacherous? The charge is 
ungenerous, unpatriotic, and untrue. It is an 
indignity to the spirits of her mighty and patri 
otic dead as well as to her virtuous living. 

Let us test them, again, by a comparison ot 
her great men with those of other States. 1 will 
frankly concede to the Senators from Indiana 
and Missouri [Mr. Morton and Mr. Drake] 
that they are the grandest things that their great 
States have done. They are the flowerage and 
the fruitage of these great people in the way 
of good faith and patriotism. ‘lo their great 
patriotism and fidelity I would oppose two ot 
Virginia’s illustrious names—her Washington 
and her Jefferson. The Senators being the 
judges, Virginia will not suffer in the decis 
ion. Or let the American people decide, Vir 
ginia will come to any terms they may decree. 

Another Senator would go still further, cal! 
ing to mind the circumstances of another occa 
sion. What similarity he discovered in it 1 do 
not know. It was, however, after Dunca 
slept well in his grave and the murdered 
Banquo would not down that Macbeth sought 
the witches in the cave whose ‘‘ supernatural 
soliciting ’’ took his ‘‘ reason prisoner’’ and 
| whetted up his fears, by the apparitions of «a: 

‘* armed head "’ and a“ bloody child,’’ agains 
Macduff, that he exclaimed: 
‘Then live Macduff; what need I fear of thes 
But yet [’ll make assurance double sure, 

And take a bond of fate; thou shalt not live 
Could motives induced by « 
sciousness of the same purpose have called 
for this bond of fate against Virginia that 
drove the tyrant to unfold his frightful stat 

of mind : 


the same 


“*T am in blood 
Stept in so far, that, should I wade no more, 
Returning were as tedious as go o’er.”’ 

Let us wade no further in the deluge of blood 
that has already covered her devoted and hal 
lowed plains. Let us go no further with th 
bloody business; sufficient, and more than su! 
ficient, has already flowed. One loving, gen 

erous prayer would do more for peace than 
oceans of blood or years of cowardly and mean 
suspicion. There is a state of mind that can 
| not say amen when others say God bless us. 
No man who bears hangman’s hands or hang- 
man’s hearts ean utter an availing prayer. It 


|| is not possible that the benign and liberal prin 


| ciples of a party are to be maintained by such 
| a bond, or such an assurance executed with 
such a fell purpose as that of the degradation 
of the people or withholding from a State it 
rights. 

{ ask again, what is expected from these con- 
ditions? Is there any privilege or immunity 
denied to a citizen? ‘he Federal Government 
has the power to enforce it. If an attempt is 
made to deprive any citizen of his life, liberty, or 
property without due process of law the Gov- 
ernment may enter the State and protect him. 
No excessive bail can be required, no excess- 
ive fines imposed, nor cruel and unjust pun- 
ishments inflicted. The right of trial by jury 
in the district and State in which the crime 
was committed, after due information has been 
given, with every right requisite to a fair trial are 
guaranteed to him. The Government is fully 
authorized to defend the State against a sub 
version of its form of government, to suppress 
insurrection, and repel invasion. I know of 
no personal right, either in the State or in the 
Federal Government, not fully guarantied and 

protected under the Constitution. 

It may be alleged that the safety of the cit 
izen does not depend so much upon the laws 
as upon their execution. [he citizens of one 

| party will be unjustly treated by those of the 
other. If such a position were true there 
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would be the end of free government. 
institutions cannot be sustained without yield- 
ing to the rule of the majority. That rule, to 
be maintained, must be just and righteous in 


Our 


its execution; any departure, any wholesale | 


partiality among the body of the people would 
terminate their power. Some party must hold 
the greatest amount of political power, and a 
proper regard for the laws of the State will 
render their execution generally just where all 
are alike citizens. Kach party has just the 
ame right to oppose the rule of the other. It 
would be vain to attempt to restrain the State 
from its just rights in the Union to gratify the 
wishes or even the fears of either of the polit- 
ical parties that reside in it. 

In restoring Virginia I should prefer first the 
admission of her Senators and Representatives 
as those of Massachusetts. If this cannot be 
done, then adopt the bill of the House of Rep- 
resentatives as thenext best. If, however, the 
humiliating process of sweating and sniveling 
must go through, it cannot receive my approval. 

‘If it were done, when ’tis done, then ’twere well 

It were done quickly.”’ 

May it not return to plague the inventor? 

Sir, if there is any eause for the defense of 
any portion of the population of Virginia; if it 
be proved to me clearly that the people of 
Virginia are cruel, unjust, partial to such an 
extent that they will unjustly try the causes of 
their Union neighbors and friends ; if they will 
divest them of their property, deprive them of 
their equal and just rights, refuse to render 
them justice under any consideration, I would, 
of course, regard it the duty of Congress to 
legislate for the protection of the people, and 
to that extent which is necessary to protect 
each and every citizen of that State cal of the 
United States. There is no reason why we 
cannot enter the State in this way and protect 
and defend the interests of the people there. 
But 1 deny that there has been presented here, 
or in any State of this Union in the South, any 
element of evidence to show that the people of 
any particular party are not generally willing to 
render full and ample justice to their neighbors. 

Mr. President, how much better are you, 
sir, how much better am I, than those we have 
lived with all our lives? ‘They may have gone 
into the rebellion. Admit they did; have you 
not received them here? Have you not re- 
lieved them of their disabilities? Have you 


not put into office yourselves the very men who | 


led the most ferocious of the rebel crews? It 
has been done here again and again. And are 


the great majority of those people who were | 


dragged into an unholy rebellion, who went 
into it with great reluctance, to be charged 
here that they as a whole people are corrupt; 
that they are debased traitors unworthy of 
confidence? Iam not prepared to believe it. 

I know something of the people, North and 
South; I have lived in both sections of the 
country; and it has been my good pleasure 
and my duty to repel these insults when lev- 
eled against the northern people while I lived 
South, and again, against the southern people 
while Llived North. I tell you that the men 
most responsible for all the blood that has been 
shed in this warare men North who spent their 
lives endeavoring to prejudice that section of 
country against their southern brethren, and the 
politicians South who spent their lives endeay- 
oring to prejudice their section of country 
againsttheir northern brethren. ‘Those men are 
in this Hall who are as guilty traitors as ever 
drew a sword in the war of the rebellion. 

It has been my good or ill fortune to know 
the truths that I utter, and I venture the asser- 
tion this day that this people of Virginia, this 
party controlling that State, be it what it may— 
{ do not certainly know what it is, whether it is 
Democratic or Republican—will treat the oppo- 
site party with as much respect and as much jus- 
tice as is possible under the circumstances for 
any people to do under similar circumstances. 
I know that is so with the people of my own 
State who are daily and hourly traduced here 














| ment gave to them that right? 





without any justifiable cause, without any facts 
to sustain the charges. Nor do I believe the 


assertions which have been made with refer- || 
| ence to the people of Georgia, that they were 


treacherous as a whole people. 

Who understood here or elsewhere that the 
reconstruction bill which was passed on the 2d 
of March, 1867, gave to the colored people the 
right to hold office in the southern States? 
Who understood that the fourteenth amend- 
Who under- 
stands that any act of Congress gave to them 
that right? If any law of Congress has given 
that right it was very easily misinterpreted by 
those who had not magnifying glasses which 
enabled them to see that interpretation. If 
they had that right it was from the constitution 
and laws of the State of Georgia, and I have 
no doubt myself that the constitution and laws 
of the State of Georgia did give it to them, and 
it was so decided afterward by the supreme 
court of that State; and I have not a particle 
of doubt that had the Governor of Georgia 


| called together that Legislature after that de- 


cision the colored members would have been 
placed in their positions again in obedience to 
the decision of their own court. 

[ say here that no Senator on this floor, 
that po member of the House of Representa- 
tives, that no patriot in this land, can rise in 
his seat and justly charge this people as treach- 
erous. It is unworthy of him, it is unworthy 
of the American nation, and [ should regard 
him who made such a charge as anything else 
than a friend of republican institutions or a 
friend of bis Government. 

I know and have felt the charges made by 
the men who were most violent in the southern 
States, who aspersed every form of character, 
both of men and women, in the northern States 
for the mere purpose of gaining the approbation 
of the idle throng that surrounded them. Itis 
an easy thing to do this. The people of the 
United States are just as fond of prize fights 
as the English,or as the Spaniards are of bull 
fights; and if they can only hear an individual 
who is willing to asperse his neighbor’s charac- 
ter, be he man or woman, the aspersions will 
be received withthe applause of themob. They 
will receive their shouts of approbation to-day 
and the very same men will coffduct them to 
the gallows to-morrow. I would not give a fig 
for their approbation or disapprobation. Iam 
as fond as any one of the approbation of good 
men; but the applause of the mob, whether in 
the North orin the South, have but little value 
in my estimation. 

Now, sir, as I say again, these conditions may 
be imposed on Virginia, and what are they? 
I have never knowingly in my life violated any 
law which I regarded as law, or even the sem- 
blance or shadow of law. I should not be 
justifed in doing it, nor should I advise any 
of my fellow-citizens to do it; but these con- 
ditions have not even the form or the sanction 
or the respectability or the appearance of law ; 
they never can be enforced; they are worth- 
less in every respect. If the Constitution is 
not adequate for the protection of the general 
interests of the country let us put it down and 
make another. If the local Legislatures of 
the different States, if those who compose them, 
elected by the people interested in their acts, 
do not understand their own interests and have 
not honesty enough to protect them, then let 
us dispose, once and for all, of this boasted 
form of civil government under which we pro- 
fess to act. 

But if this Government be true, if it be that 
thing which we have loved, let Virginia come 
back to her place. Let those gentlemen who 
have so many fears, who have fought her so 
long and so hard, whose prejudices are aroused 
and strengthened by so many long years of 
conflict, consult the better angels of their na- 
ture and drop atear over the misconductof 
their erring brethren and admit them back to 
their places with all their rights and all their 
privileges. Will not the ancient glories of 
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If not, I confess | ae 
hopes in the flimsy and miserable pretense , 
legislative condition appended to her eo 
tion! 

I should like as much as any individy 
the world to see the glorious principles tho; 
the great Virginians, to whom we owe mins 
than to any other people upon this continen; 
carried out. If the precepts of Mr. Jeffergoy, 
the political sun of the world, if his sacred pre. 
cepts will not redeem Virginia and wil] po 
commend themselves to her good judgmer; 
be assured that they are wrong. a? 

Sir, you cannot achieve everything by a legis. 
lativeenactment. Ihave very little confidence 
inthem. Four fifths of them have been inju- 
rious, and the other one fifth has only bee, 
beneficial because it has repealed the injurious 
ones that were made by former bodies. Yo, 
must leave something for the virtue and intel. 
ligence and freedom of the people to acco». 
plish. You must leave a little work for tho 
Almighty also to do among the people, and 
not take it all upon yourselves. The princi. 
ples of freedom first taught by the great 
minds will soon be accepted by all. Justice 
and its impartial administration will every 
where prevail. Confidence wiil give strenyi) 
and vigor to them. They will recover thei; 
love for the Union, and when admitted to thei; 
just participation in it they will value the ingii. 
tutions founded by their fathers and protected 
by their best blood more than before their gad 
and mournful alienation. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President, the Sey 
ator from West Virginia [Mr. Boreman] spoke 
of California as a State justifying the proposed 
penal legislation against Virginia under the 
fourteenth amendment, because, as he said, 
there were persons, several persons, holding 
oflice in California who were disqualified under 
the provisions of that amendment. The Sen 
ator gave no particulars. 1 must, therefore, 
content myself with a general reply to his stat: 
ment. I never have heard of any such case in 
the State of California, not even a suggestion 
of suchathing. I believe no such case exists. 
I am confident that the Senator is completely 
mistaken in the assertion which he has made. 
If no greater necessity exists in any other 
State for the penal legislation now proposed 
for enforcing the disqualifying clauses of the 
fourteenth amendment than that which exists 
in the State of California, then there is no 
necessity whatever for such legislation. Cal- 
ifornia furnishes no argument for the policy 
of proscription which finds so much favor here. 

Another word, sir, on asubject more genera! 
in its interest. I had designed to make a re- 
mark or two concerning the views interchanged 
awhile ago so entirely to their own satisfaction 
between the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Mor- 
RILL] and the Senator from Nevada [Mr. 
Srewart] as to the entire want of confidence 
felt by both of them in the Democratic party 
of the country. It did not happen to me tobe 
able to get the floor at that moment. Let me 
say now what I should then have said had the 
opportunity served. 

As discreet and experienced men both those 
Senators have heard doubtless of the mistake 
which a man makes in not waiting to be asked 
before he refuses. I am not aware that the 
Democratic party or any portion of it has very 
recently solicited the confidence of either ot 
those Senators. Whenever that party shal! 
solicit their confidence they will have full leave 
to refuse it, and their refusal of it in so public 


no 
se of a 
nstitu- 


al in 


_ and pointed a manner as that to-day may be a 
| matter of Democratic disappointment. 


Until 
that state of things shall take place I think the 
denial of their confidence will be a blow which 
the Democratic party will be abundantly able 
to survive. It has seen darker hours than the 
gloomy one to-day when the Senators from 
Vermont and Nevada voted their want of con 
fidence. : 

I shall not now, even were it needed, for 
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cons which must be obvious in the condition 
< debate and the great importance of the 
oct of it, go into any defense of the Demo- 
arty of the country. 
history for the sixty years before the war 
‘history of the United States. It is the 
-yof American institutions; of the Ameri- 
of all the triumphs of it or of them. 
the war it has also had a history. What 
be the judgment of the future upon it, the 
.cun only show. The great events of the 
n years are not to be judged in man’s day. 
‘ther the party which is dominant in this 
Chamber, as it has been in the country for all 
o years since the war began, shall entitle itself 
as honorable a position in history, history 
‘will show. No assertion, now or here- 
on the one side or the other, can affect 
chat result. It will depend upon the great 
ets on the record. ‘The question will be 
ether this Republican party in its manage- 
men managed it wisely and well 
r the paramount principles for which at first 
war was carried on, and for which alone it 
id ever be carried on with the slightest justi- 
‘ation, namely, the maintenance of the Union 
nd of the Constitution in the States in seces- 
that question in the first place; and 
xt, whether since the war, in dealing with its 
results, that same party has acted on the whole 
vith wisdom and patriotism for the general 
nefit of the country, and especially for the 


it 


race ; 


‘ 
sUik 


} 
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>a 
of the war 


| upon that occasion. 


ing to vote for the amendment in the form in 
which it then stood, lest other amendments of 
a character still more repugnant to my opinions 
should be adopted by the Senate. ‘l'o-day we 
are in a different position from what we were 
The Senate bill is laid 
aside ; the House bill, providing purely and 
simply for the admission of Virginia, is now 
before this body, and if any amendment be 
placed upon that bill it must go back to the 


| House of Representatives to yo through the 
| ordeal of opposition in all the forms which that 


opposition may assume in that body. Iam un- 


odee e ° - 6 pp’ <r “ner “ie 
| willing to imperil the admission of Virginia in 


the mode in which it would beimperiled if this 
amendment should prevail. Iam unwilling to 
to have the excellent bill which has passed the 
House of Representatives, the very bill which, 
in my judgment, a wise statesmanship requires 
should be passed by Congress, be in danger of 
failure by again being sent back to that House. 
I therefore am constrained to vote against every 


amendment, no matter what it may be, to the 


bill now pending before the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, every Sen- 
ator must justify himself, of course, to himself 
for the votes that he gives; but I cannot refrain 


' from expressing my surprise that a Senator 


whom I honor so highly as I do my friend from 


_ Connecticut should, upon the reasons that he 
| gives, reverse his vote upon this important 


naintenance and vindication of the same great | 


of which I have spoken. These are 
the first questions upon which the judgment of 
story and of war will have to be rendered. 
fwhat is to be shall be like that which has 
been that judgment is scarcely a matter of 
joubt. Meanwhile, with all that is before 
ir eyes in these Halls and outside of them, 
is a little premature, to say the 
Senators, members ofa party which, as was well 
uid by a friend who preceded me, [ Mr. Savts- 
ury, | is but a thing of yesterday, to sit here 
in self-righteous judgment upon that party of 
the country, and which is historic and is yet 
to havea history as long asthe American Union 
hall endure. Who hath made them to judge? 
Mr. BOREMAN. 
terd to do injustice to California. I had a 
nversation the other day with a gentleman, 
1 whom I had the utmost confidence, on the 
ubject of a general bill to enforce the pro- 
visions of 


rinciples 


least, for | 


Mr. President, I did not | 


the fourteenth amendment, and | 


among other things he urged as an argument | 


for the necessity of a bill of that character that 
such and such States allowed gentlemen to hold 
office who were obnoxious to its provisions; 
and among others he said there were five or 
ix in California. I do not propose to give the 
gentleman’s name, yet I state that I have con- 
fidence in what he said to me at the time. It 
snot necessary to give his name here. He may 
iave been mistaken or he may not. Ido not 
know how that matter is; but simply in passing, 
in referring to those States whose officers were 
violating those provisions of the Constitution, 
l alluded to that fact which he stated. 
Mr. CASSERLY. Will my friend state 
whether the gentleman is a Californian ? 
Mr. BOREMAN. He is not, but he is a 
gentleman who takes great interest in this sub- 


ject, and has made an effort at least to post 


himself. 
lhe VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


amendment. It was equivalent to saying that, 
because another branch of the legislative de- 
partment of the Government will have occa- 
sion to again consider this question so far as 
this amendment affects it, he will, therefore, 
in order to prevent that branch of the Govern- 
ment from considering an amendment which 
he himself thought not improper two days ago, 
take the bill as it is, saying to the rebel and 
traitorous violators of the fourteenth amend- 
ment of the Constitution who have been elected 
to the Legislature of Virginia, who have been 
elected to office under its State government, 
who may be appointed to oflice under its State 
government by the Governor and Senate the 
moment this bill passes, ‘‘ Come to our arms 
clothed with a violation of the fourteenth 
amendment; be a traitor as you may; be a 
rebel as you may; violate the Constitution of 
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to cause that position to be misunderstood. 
In the very outset of my remarks the other day 
[ stated my preference for this bill, pure and 
simple, as it is presented to us now. I said 
that I voted for the amendment then for the 
purpose of preventing a greater evil in the at- 


| taching of amendments of a worse character 


to the bill as it stands before us. And what 
was the argument which the Senator from Ver- 
mont urged then and urges now in favor of this 
amendment? In order to prevent persons dis- 
qualified by the third section of the fourteenth 
article of amendments to the Constitution from 
taking seats in the Legislature of Virginia he 
would impose this amendment upon the bill for 
the admission of Virginia. The evidence all is 
that there is no member-elect to the Legislature 
of Virginia who is disqualified by the third sec- 
tion of the fourteenth article of amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States. The 
evidence before us, so far as there is any evi 
dence, so far as the report of General Canby 
goes, as it is made to us and is before us, shows 
that there is no such disqualified person oceu- 
pying a position in that Legislature. And the 
Senator from Vermont the other day said that 
even if there was no evidence of that fact, yet 
for the purpose of excluding the very possibility 
of a disqualified person taking a seat in that As- 
sembly he would have this amendment incorpor- 


| ated in the bill for the admission of Virginia. 


‘The Senator stands upon technicalities. The 


Senator would not prevent the admission of 


Virginia, but he would clog that admission 
with teasing, annoying amendments in such a 
way as to show that we admit that State, after 
all that she has done, unwillingly and grudg- 
ingly. Now, sir, | am willing to receive Vir- 


| ginia back after the full and faithful perform- 


| GO, 


ance of the conditions which we imposed upon 
her, which she has done, with open arms, with 
words of welcome, instead of with insult and 
annoyance. I think itis wiser and better so to 
lo, wiser and better thus to lay the foundation 
of doing away with the bitterness and heart- 
burning which have so long prevailed and which, 


| it does seem to me, the policy that the Senator 


would pursue tends to continue indefinitely in 


| the future. 


your country; I at the same time will say amen |) 


to it, because, forsooth, I do not choose to per- 
mit the other branch of this legislative depart- 
ment of the Government to have the question 
recur again to them for consideration.” 

That is the substance of my friend’s argu- 
ment; those are not his words, and I do not 


mean any offense by putting it in that form; | 


but that is the naked truth about it: that in 
order to hurry this bill through, naked as it is, 
my friend from Connecticut seems disposed to 
be willing that the Legislature of Virginia and 
its whole State government, for aught he cares, 
may stand up in direct defiance of the solemn 
constitutional provisions of the supreme law 
of the land. That would be a singular spec- 
tacle. Can it be said so soon after we have 
adopted the fourteenth amendment that the 
tepublican party proposed it as a mere trifling 
provision of public safety; that it was a mere 
delusion and a sham and asnare; so much so 
that after having carried it, after having made 
its adoption a fundamental condition of the 


| admission of States,we are ready in our legis- 


on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator |, 


from Vermont. 
Mr. 


called for the yeas and nays, and they were 
ordered. 

Mr. FERRY. Mr. President, the other day 
[ voted for an amendment which I understand 
to be substantially the same as the amendment 
now proposed by the Senator from Vermont ; 
the Senator from Vermont says literally the 
same. Before giving that vote I stated that I 
was exceedingly averse to voting forany amend- 


ment to the bill reported by the Committee on | 
ihe Judiciary of this bedy, but that I was will- 





lative capacity to turn around and assist the 
people of a rebellious State to set it at defiance 


| and violate it? Why, Mr. President, speaking 


EDMUNDS and Mr. TRUMBULL || philosophically, I should say that a party that 


was reduced to an extremity of disgrace equal | 


to that would deserve to be hooted out of the 
country at the next election. I hope my friend 


| from Connecticut will reconsider what seems 


' 


to me to be his somewhat hasty conclusion to 


reverse his vote, and stand with us to enforce | 


the articles of the Constitution that already 
exist. 

Mr. FERRY. Mr. President, I cannot per- 
mit the Senator from Vermont by an uninten- 
tional misrepresentation of my actual position 


| of Virginia that she means to do right. 


| and [ should like to take her at her wor 


Mr.STEWART. Idonot think this amend 
ment is necessary; if I did, I should most cer 
tainly vote for it. There can be no harm, if 
there is nothing lost by it, in taking the word 
Vir- 
ginia has adopted a constitution which is cer- 
tainly republican in form, which certainly has 
denounced secession, which certainly does 
guaranty to all men equal rights. She cer- 


| tainly has ratified the fourteenth and fifteenth 


amendments to the Constitution; she has done 
all the public acts that any State in the Union 
has done or can do in indorsing the principles 
of reconstruction ; she is pledged in honor to 
carry out theconstitution een 

if I 
am to lose nothing by it. If it puts it out of 
our power to rectify any mistake, very well; 


then let us adopt the amendment. 


‘The amendment is predicated upon the four- 
teenth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, which prohibits certain persons 
from holding office, and empowers Congress 
to legislate on the subject. ‘That power is ex- 
pressly granted to Congress. I had the honor 
of introducing a bill on the subject, which has 
been reported favorably from the Judiciary 
Committee, and which is :.ow on the table. 
Iam in favor of passing that bill at a very 
early day, not only for Virginia, but for all the 
States. My only objection to putting on the 
amendment here is that it seems to require 
something, when in fact it does not requir 


5? 


| anything that we cannot accomplish by gen 


eral law, which is always better, and at the same 
time take Virginia at her word. = 

If it was out of our power to legislate 1m 
mediately on this particular point, if we lost 
anything by letting it pass over now, I could 
see the propriety of urging this amendment ; 
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always preferable to 
have the power to 


hut general legislation is 
pecial legislation. We 
pass the law at once; it is our duty to do it. 
{ understand that all are in favor of enforcing 
this fourteenth amendment so long as itis a 
part of the Constitution of the United States ; 
nobody objects to it. But it seems to me it 
would be a gracious thing, a thing that would 
place us in a much stronger position, to re- 
ceive Virginia, as the House has received her, 
at her word, and if she violates it we will then 
find in the Constitution ample authority to 
legislate. We have in the Constitution an 
amendment abolishing slavery; we have in 
the Constitution a declaration that no State 
shall deny to any person the equal protection 
of the laws; and we shall have in the Consti- 
tution in less than ten days a provision that no 
person shall be denied the right to vote on 
account of race or color. 

he Senator from Nebraska [Mr. Tuaver]} 
shakes his head. 1 will ask him to do a little 
figuring on thissubject. I can count the States 
that will not adoptthe amendment. They are 
California, Oregon, Kentucky, Maryland, Dela- 
ware, New Jersey, and Tennessee. We know 
enough to know that they will not adopt this 
amendment probably, except, I believe, Ore- 
yon, where the struggle is yet to come off. 
l'wenty-eight States are necessary to ratify it. 
We can dispense with two more. Where are 
the opponents of the amendment to get three 
more States? ‘The States that have not ratified 
are, first, Rhode Island. It has been made the 
special order there for to-morrow, and will be 
passed this week. Then Iowa. It either passed 
there the latter part of last week or will be 
passed early this week. Both branches of the 
Legislature are entirely in favor of it It isa 
mere matter of form there. Mississippi has 
ratified it. Texas is next. The Legislature 


> there is in session, and will ratify it as a matter | 


of course. Georgia, whatever may be the re- 
ult of the organization of that Legislature—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. She ratified it last winter. 

Mr. STEWART. No; but her Legislature 
; now in session. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. She ratified the four- 
teenth amendment then. 

Mr. STEWART. Leaving out New York, 
saying that she could withdraw her ratification, 
that leaves us only one to go; andif Ohio goes 
all right we can dispense with the immediate 
action of Nebraska; but if Ohio goes wrong 
the immediate action of Nebraska. 
here it stands. If Ohio goes wrong, we call 
ou Nebraska to fill the breach, and that will 
inake the number, leaving New York out. 
We will not have any question as to the with- 
drawal of a ratification. Let Virginia in; do 
not spoil this State; and we shall have the fif- 
teenth amendment adopted. 

Mr. KDMUNDS. Let me ask my friend a 
question. Joes he think Virginia will refuse 
io come in under this amendment? 

Mr. STEWART. Not at all. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
with the question ? 

Mr. STEWART. I am simply saying that 
ve are assured that this is a part of the Consti- 
tution, and so we have power to legislate. We 
ilready have power to legislate to keep those 
disqualified uoder the fourteenth amendment 

ut of office. We have, or will have power to 
legislate to see that all men have the ballot. 
We have power to legislate to see that all men 
are protected in theirequal rights under the first 
section of the fourteenth amendment. Now, I 
should like to know, with all these amendments 
and these several well-defined, distinet powers 
thet we have been laboring for five years to 
put into the Constitution of the United States, 
where is the necessity for putting this provision 
in this bill? If we were going to get any guar- 
antee that we have not already got by our recon- 
struction laws I would not object to it. We 
have required Virginia to comply with all of 
them. She gives her consent. ‘hey are in the 
Constitution now, You have got the power to 


We 


want 





| legislate at any time not only for Virginia, but 


for all these States. Why reénact the Consti- 


tution of the United States half a dozen times | 


in admitting Virginia, and thereby give a vote 
of want of confidence in what they have said? 
They may deceive us; I am not going to say 
that Virginia will not deceive us. They have 
thus far done all that we required. We are 
pledged by our whole course of legislation to 
admit them. The President of the United 


| States has sent ws a message declaring that they 


have complied with every requirement, and, 
though Senators may technically try to get out 
of it, we stand before the country pledged to 


_ allow Virginia to come in upon the conditions 
embodied in the reconstruction acts, which the | 


President says have been complied with, and 


/no Senator has been able to show that they 


have not been complied with. 

Iivery condition imposed now, although it 
might be comparatively harmless, looks like a 
vote of want of confidence in those people. 
Why vote it in advance? If there is any 


treachery in this matter I want the people of 
| Virginia to be treacherous, and not Congress ; 
because if they do lay violent hands on the 


work of reconstruction I want to say ‘* My 
hands are clean, and I will hold you to the letter 
of the boxd.’’ We will find the way. We 


| may have difficulty in other places besides Vir- 


ginia. We may be called upon to administer 
a rebuke to other States besides Virginia for 


violating the Constitution of the United States, | 


which has been molded and fixed to suit the 
circumstances and necessities of the case. I 


do not want by patching up the Constitution | 
to-day to admit that it is not equal to the con- | 


dition and the requirements of the country. I 
do not want to admit that we have not placed in 
that instrument the necessary guarantees that 


| enable us to hold the reconstruction that we 


have acquired. This remark has reference 


more especially to the fundamental conditions | 


which have been proposed. I do not claim 


| that this amendmentis an attempt of that kind, 
| but it is special legislation which effects no 


great object, certainly effects nothing that 
cannot be.effected by a general bill. I should 
prefer to adopt the House billasitstands. It 
seems to me that that is the statesmanlike way 
of disposing of this question. When that is 
adopted we may take up the general bill that is 
now on the table and adopt it, and adopt any 


|| other general legislation that may be necessary 
to carry into effect the various provisions of the | 


‘Then what has that to do | 


Constitution. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


in the same strain that I received this morning 
from Portsmouth, Virginia, from a person who 
purports to be an ex-rebel, and I think he is: 
“Mr. Epmunps: 

_“Srr: Are you aware that your bill for the admis- 
sion of Virginia’’— 


He has not been in the Union long enough 


| to find out the difference between a bill and an 


amendment yet— 


a 


State? You have beenmadethe dupe of a miserable 
class of rogues, such as’’— 


Divers persons, naming them— 


‘who havestolen from the Federal and State govern- 
ments thousands, in the past year. Be aman for once, 
and be liberal and withdraw your disfranchising bill; 
for I tell you that no honest man will take that oath. 
If he does he will lie. 


is disfranchising most of the honest men in the || 


| 
| 


| 


Ask Generals Stoneman and | 


Schofield who are the honest men of Virginia, and | 


they will tell you that the men who fought the bat- 


tles during the war are the honest men. Ask the | 


northern men now settling in Virginia, and they will 
tell vou that the strongest rebels during the war are 


| 
' 


the most liberal and the first to take them by thehand. | 


Ask who are the most dishonest, and they will tell 
you that thecarpet-baggers are. They are even worse 
than the negroes. Then, sir,bea man: be a Chris- 


tian; be a liberal man; be honest; withdraw your | 


bill, and let the old State come back without any 
oath, and with all disabilities removed, for no gen- 
tleman in Virginia can or will take that oath.” 


Mr. CONKLING. Who signs that? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I cannot give my friend 
the information. He does not sign any name. 


pe 
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| be separately submitted.” 





January 17, 


I add that to the argument of my frie 
Nevada as a part of his speech. 

Mr. STEWART. I should like to ask t] 
Senator giiey 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Se 
ator from Vermont yield to the Senator fron 
Nevada? ’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not. 

Mr. STEWART. You are afraid to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly I am afraid 4, 
I am always afraid to yield. Now, I will rea, 
a little further from a Virginian on this gy), 
ject of the Virginia constitution as it yoy 
stands and what faith is intended to be put 
in it: 

“Now that the clection is ordered we are oy, 


nd from 





| fronted with facts. Regret is useless. What is how 


for ustodo? First, to vote against those clauses ; 


One of these clauses, you will remembe;. 


| covered this very fourteenth amendment. 








| 


“Then, my conviction is that the balance of ti, 
constitution, bad as it is’— 


Mark the words— 


‘| “ought to be adopted. This for several reason, 


It is more important than ever under the cireyy, 
stances upon us that you should control the Star, 
overnment. If the constitution expurgated shal) 
e adopted, and you have elected your State tick: 
and your Legislature, you may proceed at once t 
propose such amendments to the constitution as wil 
clear it of all its dangerous characteristics, Th. 
county organization never need be enforced, [i | 
am elected with a Legislature not Radical it neve 
will be put in operation.” 

Mr. SUMNER. Who says that? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Governor of \;; 
ginia, Mr. Walker, says that. 

Mr. SUMNER. Traitor! 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, then, Mr. Presi. 
dent, in the face of this species of light which 
we have before us of what is intended to be tl, 
action by the Legislature and Governor of Vir- 
ginia to merely adopt this constitution, ‘a 
bad as it is,’’ because it protects equal rights, 
for the sole purpose of turning it upside dowy 
the moment they can lay their hands upon it, 
is it not reasonable to ask that the men who 
are to lay their hands upon it shall swear that 
they are not already condemned traitors unde: 
the Constitution of the United States? That 
is the question, and I leave it to the Senate t 
decide it. 

Mr. THAYER addressed the Senate in oppo: 


sition to the bill, but without concluding gave 


| way to 


Mr. RAMSEY. 


With the consent of th 


| Senator from Nebraska, I move that the Senat 


I want to add to the || do now adjourn. 


|| speech of my friend from Nevada a few words 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Had we not better go 
into executive session? There is some execu 
tive business that ought to be attended to. 

Mr. CONKLING. Letus adjourn if we ar 
not going on with the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sena 
tor from Minnesota yield to a motion to allow 
the consideration of executive business? 

Mr. RAMSEY. I will change my motion, 
and move that the Senate proceed to the con: 


| sideration of executive business. 


[ Mr. Tuayer’s speech will be published, afte: 
he shall have concluded, in the Appendix. | 

The motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in executive session, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 17, 1870. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier. 


The Journal of Friday last was read and 
approved. 





ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the 
first business in order will be the call of the 
States and Territories, beginning with the State 
of Maine, for the introduction of bills and joint 
resolutions for reference to their appropriat 
committees, and not to be brought back by 
motions to reconsider. Under this call memo: 
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: Sa ee 
and resolutions of State and territorial 
al / 

tures ate 1n order. 


Ss  M. SWENSON. 


Mr. POL AND introduced a bill(H. R. N 
ju) for the relief of S. M. Swenson ; which 

read a first and second time, and referred 

eo Committee of Claims. 

post OFFICE DEPARTMEN'I 
_ POLAND also introduced a bill | (H. R, 

No " 810 to amend an act passed July 2, 1836 
e title d ‘*An act to che 1nge the orgs anization of 
-e Post Office Department, &e.;’’ which was 
and second time, and referred to 
Post Office and Post 


ad a first : 
Committee on the 
al is. 
JAMES P. BECK. 
POLAND also introduced a bill (H. R. 
_ 811) for the relief of James P. Beck, ad- 
nistrator, &c.; which was read a first and 
second time, snk vole red to the Committee on 


nities 
‘URITY OF PASSENGERS, ET( 
‘’ ANNER introduced a bill (HL. R . No. 


19) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to 
nd an actentitled ‘An act to provide for 
e better security of the lives of passengers on 
ard of vessels propelled in whole or in part 
y steam, and for other purposes, 7? eng. to 
yrovide inspectors of steamboats for the dis- 
trict of Champlain; which was read a first an 
eond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Lommerce. 
Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey, introduced a 
ill (H. R. No. 813) amendatory of an act to 
provide for the safety of the lives of passen- 
vers, &c.; which was read a first and second 
me, and referred to the Committee on Com- 


PROMOTION OF AMERICAN 
Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey, also intro- 
luced a bill (H. R. No. 814) to promote Ameri- 
can commerce by the repeal of tonnage tax,Xc., 
American vessels; which was read a first 
ind second time, and referred to the Commit- 

e on Commerce. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think that bill should 
have been referred to the special committee 
on the subject, of which the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Lyncu] is chairman. 

Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey. I believe the 
bill has been properly referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 


COMMERCE. 


SURVEY OF POTOMAC RIVER 
Mr. GETZ introduced a joint resolution (H. 
No. 111) for the survey of the Potomac 
river; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
lions. 
ADJOURNMENT OF 


Mr. STILES. I wish to introduce a resolu- 
ion for the adjournment of Congress and to 
move that it be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. It provides that the President 
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 
shall declare their respective Houses adjourned 
twelve o'clock m. on the second 
Tuesday of April next. 
. lheSPEAKER. Thatis a concurrent reso- 
lution and cannot be received under this call. 
LAWS Of 
Mr. COBB, of 
a bill (H. R. No. 


ing of the 


CONGRESS. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 

North Carolina, introduced 
_515) in relation to the print- 
laws of North Carolina; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

PERJURY. 


Mr. VHITTEMORE introduced a bill (H. 

. No. 816) providing f or the taking of certain 
0 vale or aflirmations, the penalties for perjury, 
and the jurisdiction of the courts over all 
offenses committed against this act ; 


read a first and second time, referred to the 


Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to || 


be printed. 


THE CON( 


| the family of Hon. Edwin M. Stanton ; 


which was | 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 

Mr. WHITTE 
H. R. No. 817 
ical disa 


XMORE also introdt iced a bil | 
to remove the legal and po 
bilities of certain citi the Rake 
of Mississippi; which was 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Reconstruction, and ordered to be printed. 
AMENDMENTS TO TIE CONSTITUTION, 
WHITTEMORE also introdue 

H. R. No, 818) to enforce amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States: which wa 
read a first und second time 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. This bill was pre- 
pared by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Law- 
RENCE] and introduced at his request. I ask 
that it be referred to the Committee on Recon- 
struction, and that it be printed. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. | object to its going 
to the Committee on Reconstruction. It should 
go to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman ac 
cept the suggestion ? 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. I desire that the bill 
shall go to the Committee on Reconstruction. 

The SPEAKER. The bill goes to the Com- 
mittee on Reconstruction, and will be printed. 

HARBOR OF MOBILE. 

Mr. BUCKLEY presented a memorial and 
joint resolution of the General Assembly of 
the State of Alabama, asking for an appropria- 
tion for the improvement of the harbor of 
Mobile; which was referred to the 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


Zens of 


read a first and 


7s 


’ 
Committee 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 

Mr. HEFLIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
819) to remove certain political disabilities of 
persons therein named in the State of Ala 
bama; which was reada first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Reconstruction, 
and orde 2red to be printed. 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 820) to 
remove certain political disabilities of persons 
therein named in the State of Georgia; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Reconstruction, and ordered to 
be printed. 

DISPOSAL OF PUBLIC LAND 

Mr. DOX int roduced a joint séaniall on (Ei, 
R. No. 112) for th e disposal of the public lands 
in the States of Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Arkansas; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed 

GRANT OF LANDS TO A RAILROAD. 

Mr. mea ca of Louisiana, introduce da 
bill (H. R. No. 821) making a grant of lands to 
the North L oui isiant vand Texas Raitroa: i Com- 
pany, to aid in the construction of a ri — 
from the Texas line, west of Greenwood, a 
Greenwood, Shreveport, and Monroe, to a 
point on the Mississippi river near Vicksburg ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

THE LATE ILON. FE, M. STANTON. 

Mr. BINGHAM introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 113) to pay one year’s salary 
as associate justice of the Supreme Court to 
which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

BHILEMON B. EMBICK. 


Mr. VAN TRUMP introduced a bill (H.R 


| No. 822) for the relief of Philemon B. Embick ; 


which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 
CESSION OF LANDS. 

Py Wil SON, of Ohio, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 823) to cede to the State of Ohio 
the unsold landsin the Virginia military di 
trict, in said State; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 


JOUN Hi. MORRIS. 
Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. also introduced a! 


rRESSIONAL GLOBE. O19 


bill (H. R. No. 824) granti 
H. Morris. of company 


mn . sah 
unteers; which 


ng a pension to John 





th Ohio vol- 


and referred 


> we ‘ } ‘ ,¥ t* : 
time, to the Committee on Invalid 
s 


ensions, 

JAMES K. WILSON, 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, also introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 825 — & pension to 
James K. Wilson, company I, « ighteenth Ohio 
volunteers: which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

POST KOUTE IN KENTUCKY 

Mr. RICE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 826 
establishing a post route from Vanceburg to 
Grayson, in the State of Kentucky; which was 
read a first and second time, and, with the 
accompanying petition, referred to the Com 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, introduced 
bill (H. R. No. 827) to declare all acts done 
by any legislative, executive, or judicial officer 
laboring under the disabilities imposed by the 
third section of the fourteenth article of the 
amendments of the Constitution null and void ; 
which was read a first and second time, re 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. : 


TAMPSEY FERREL. 


. BUTLER, of Tennessee, alsointroduced 
a ball If. R. No, 828) granting a pension to 
T: am pse} y Ferrel, of the State of Tennessee 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. HAWKINS introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 829) for the removal of certain disabilities 
from persons therein named; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Reconstruction. 

Mr. STOKES introduced a bill (H. H. No. 
851) to relieve certain persons of all politic 
disabilities imposed by the fourteenth articl 
of the amendments of the Constitution of the 
United States; which was read a firstand second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Re 
strt ic tion. 


} 


IIOMESTEAD ENTRIES 

Mr. JULIAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
852) to legalize certain homestead entrie 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands 

IARBOR OF MICHIGAN CIT) 

Mr. PACKARD introduce La bill (1. 
(53) making ¢ in app ee for the harbor of 
Michigan City, Indiana; which was read a firs! 
and second time, and referred to the 
on Commerce. 


6 
4 Ommuitte 


PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 1812. 


Mr. PACKARD also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 854) granting pensions to the surviving 
soldiers and the widows of deceased soldiers 
of the war of 1812-15; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions and War of 
1812. 

POST ROUTES IN INDIANA. 

Mr. TYNER introduced a bill (H. R. No 
855) to establish certain post routes in the 
State of Indiana; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

He also introduced a bill (H. 
establish a post route from Birmingham to 
Niconza, in the State of Indiana ; which wa 
read a first and second time, and referred t 
the Committee on the Post Office and I 
Roads. 


L.No. 856 


APPRAISEMENT AND INSPECTION OF IMPORTS 


Mr. HOLMAN introduced a bill H. Kt. i’ 
857) to re gulate th e ap p yrraisement and in sp ye ¢ 
tion of imports in certain cases, and extending 


the} TOV: sions thereof to the p orts of St. Louis 
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Cincinnati, Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
New Orleans, Portland, Chicago, Louisville, 
and Evansville; which was read a first and 
econd time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
CHARLES ©, M’CRARY. 
Mr. HOLMAN also introduced a bill (H.R. 
». 858) for the relief of Charles C. McCrary ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 
LDWARD KINDRED. 
'y. CULLOM introduced a bill (I. R. No. 
+) for the relief of Edward Kindred ; which 
vas read a first and second time, and, with the 
ccompanying papers, referred to the Commit- 


1 


ice on Invalid Pensions. 
PATENT LAWS. 

Mr. HAY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 860) 
amendatory of the patent laws of the United 
S ; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

POST ROUTES IN ILLINOIS. 

Mr. HAY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
#50) to establish certain post routes in the 
State of Illinois; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS, JEFFERSON CITY. 


‘ 


fof 
Lates 


i! 


| 


the construction account for any one year not 
to exceed $3,000,000. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

POST ROUTES IN NEVADA. 

Mr. FITCH alsointroduced a bill (H. R. No. 
835) to establish a post route in the State of 
Nevada; which was read a first and second 


| time, and referred to the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads. 
POSTAL LAWS. 

Mr. l' ITCH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
836) to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act relative 
to the postal laws,’’ approved March 3, 1865; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


COYOTERO APACIIE INDIANS. 
Mr. CHAVES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
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| 837) establishing a reservation for the Coyotero || 


Mr. BURDETT presented joint resolutions || 


of the Legislature of the State of Missouri, in 
reference to public buildings at Jefferson 
city; which were referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 


POSTAGE ON NEWSPAPER MANUSCRIPT. 


Mr. WELLS introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
S31) to regulate the postage on newspaper man- | 
uscript; which was read a firstand second time, || 


and referred to the Committee onthe Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


LAND GRANT TO WISCONSIN. 


Mr. SAWYER introduced a bill (IL. 2. No. | 


832) granting lands to the State of Wisconsin 
in aid of the construction of a breakwater and 
harbor and ship-canal at the head of Sturgeon 


hay, in the county of Door, insaid State, to con- | 
nect the waters of Green bay with those of Lake | 


Michigan, in said State; which was read a first | 


ond second time, referred to the Committee on | 


the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
SHIPPING COMMISSIONERS. 


| Apache Indians; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MESCALERO APACHE INDIANS. 


Mr. CHAVES also introduced a bill (H. | 
It. No. 838) establishing a reservation for the | 


Mescalero Apache Indians; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- 


tee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


SALARIES OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS. 
Mr. CHAVES also introduced a bill (H. R. 


| No. 839) to regulate the salaries of the chief 


justice and associate justices in the Territory 


| of New Mexico; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee | 


on Territories. 
LEGISLATIVE FUND, ETC, 
Mr. GARFIELDE, of Washington, intro- 
duceda joint resolution (H. R. No. 115) relative 


| tothe legislative fund of Washington Territory ; | 


Mr. SARGENT introduced a bill (H. R. No. || 


533) to authorize the appointment of shipping 
commissioners by the judges of the several dis- 
trict courts of the United States of America, to 
superintend the shipping and discharge of sea- 
men engaged in merchant ships belonging to 


the United States, and for the further protection | 


of seamen; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, | 


and ordered to be printed, 
BENJAMIN ROGERS. 


Mr. WILKINSON introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (EH. R. No. 114) for the relief of Benjamin 
ltogers ; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

POSTAL TELEGRAPH, ETC. 

Mr. FITCH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
S34) to abolish the franking privilege and pro- 
viding for a postal telegraph ; which was read 
a first and second time. 

‘The bill, which was read at length, provides 
that the franking privilege shall be abolished 
from and after July 1, 1870, and authorizes the 
Postmaster General, after advertising as in 
other eases, to contract with the lowest re- 
sponsible bidders for the construction of tele- 
graph lines over the principal mail routes of 
the United States, and to establish a postal 





telegraph system in connection with the Post | 


Office Department; and he shall regulate the 


of the same shall, as nearly as possible, equal 
the current expenses for operating the same, 


. 








which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 
ORGANIC LAW OF COLORADO 
Mr. BRADFORD introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 840) amendatory of the organic law of 
Colorado Territory, and for other purposes ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
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ORGANIC LAW OF WYOMING. 


Mr. NUCKOLLS introduced a pil] (H 
No. 845) to amend an act entitled “ An a. 
provide a territorial government for the ‘lo, 
tory of Wyoming,’’ approved June 25, 19. 
which was read a first and second time. .. 
referred to the Committee on Territories’ 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The call of the States ; 
the introduction of bills and joint resolutio, 
having been completed, the States will now } 
called for resolutions to be presented for eo, 
sideration at the present time. The call op jy. 
Monday rested at the State of Ohio. , 

PRESERVATION OF PUBLIC PROPERTy, 

Mr. WELKER submitted the following pe«, 
lution, on which he demanded the previo 
question: 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expeyy. 
itures be instructed to inquire into the expediey,. 
of providing by law forthe procuring of an inyeyto,, 
and the eee of accounts of the public pro; 
erty in the Departments and other public buildin. 
and grounds in this city, and to report by bijj , 
otherwise. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera 
tion thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. WELKER moved to reconsider the yo, 
by which the resolution was agreed to, and als, 
moved that the motion to reconsider be |ajd 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


RULES FOR DEBATE. 
Mr. VAN TRUMP submitted the followins 
resolution, on which he demanded the previous 
question : 


Whereas the right of free speech in a legislative 
assembly includes and comprehends an equality and 
full participation in the known and legitimate meap: 
of addressing such a body, without distinction of 
subject or persons on the part of all its members, 
and which inheres in the constituent through the 
representative; and whereas the existing rules of thi 
House, either from their intrinsic inefliciency or by 
cause they are misunderstood or are not strictly 
enforced, do not furnish to all members an equal 
facility in obtaining the floor for the discussion ot 
the great questions of public policy and the rights 0: 
the people presented for the Selibinecion and action 


R, 
t 


ntory 


| of the House; and whereas, also, while it is ewi- 


nently just and proper that the members of a com 


| mittee, upon reporting a bill to the House, shoul! 


to the Committee on ‘Territories, and ordered | 
| to be printed. 


POST ROADS IN COLORADO. 


Mr. BRADFORD also introduced a bill (H. 
ht. No. 841) to establish certain post roads in 
the Territory of Colorado; which was read a 


first and second time, and referred to the Com- || 
| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. BRADFORD introduced joint resolu- | 


tion (H. R. No. 116) to construe an act entitled 
‘*An act to amend an act entitled ‘ An act to 
confirm certain private land claims within the 
Territory of New Mexico ;’’’ which was read 


have a reasonable precedent-right to debate such a 
bill, as being more thoroughly informed upon its 
subject-matter and its facts, there is no fitness or 
justice inany special arrangement, private or other 
wise, by which particular members outside of such 
committee shall be entitled to the floorin preference 
to and in exclusion of any or all other member 
Therefore, 

Be it resqlved, That the Committee on Rules he, 
and they are hereby, instructed to inquire into the 
propriety and expediency of so amending the stani- 


| ing rules of the Weare or of reporting such addi- 


| tional ones as will secure to all the members thi 
equal means of addressing the House. 


a first and second time, and referred to the | 


Committee on Private Land Claims. 
PENSION AGENTS IN TERRITORIES. 


Mr. SPINK introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


842) authorizing the President of the United 


States to establish an agency for the payment | 


of pensions in each of the Territories; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


POST ROADS IN DAKOTA. 

Mr. SPINK also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 843) to establish certain post routes in the 
Territory of Dakota; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


JOHN CUMMINS. 


Mr. SHAFER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
844) for the relief of John Cummins, late col- 


charges upon telegraphing so that the revenues || lector and disbursing agent of Idaho; which 


was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 


The SPEAKER. 


This being a proposition 


| to change the rules of the House, unanimous 


consent is necessary for its consideration at 
the present time. 
Mr. DICKEY. I object. 
The SPEAKER. Objection being made, 
the resolution goes over under the rules. 
TREATY WITI DELAWARE INDIANS. 


Mr. STEVENSON submitted the following 
resolution, on which he demanded the pre- 
vious question : 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the 
Secretary of the Interior be directed to transmit to 


| the House a copy of the report of the special com- 


missioner, M. H. Watson, of the Indian office, 0! 
July, 1866, detailing the proceedings in the nogotia- 


| tion of the treaty with the Delaware tribe of In 


dians, concluded July 4 of that year. 


The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera: 
tion thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENSON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted: 


‘and also moved that the motion to reconsider 


be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


NATIONAL LABOR UNION. 
Mr. LAWRENCE submitted the following 
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Intion, on which he demanded the pre- 
suestion : ° 
ved, That the president and committee on 
sof the National Labor Union, now met in 
n on business of the association, be re- 


sh 7 


association, the delivery of an address on 
inciples and objects of their association in the 
of this House, on some evening in the present 


- +o be determined by the Speaker of the House, 
‘hat this House will take partin any ceremonies 
o observed at that time. 
wr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker— 
rhe SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, 
. gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] 
aving demanded the previous question. 
Mr. DAWES. Is not this resolution in con- 
ot with a rule of the House? 
rhe SPEAKER. There is a rule on the 
ibiect; but in the opinion of the Chair the 
-esolution comes within the rule. The Clerk 
will read Rule 155. 
‘he Clerk read as follows: 


“The Hall of the House shall not be used for any 
ther purpose than the legitimate business of the 
House, nor shall the Speaker entertain any proposi- 
tion to use it for any other purpose or for the suspen- 
ion of this rule: Provided, That this shall not inter- 
fere with the performance of divine service therein, 
under the direction of the Speaker, or with the use 

f the same for caucus meetings of the members, or 
n occasions Where the House may by resolution 
sree to take part in any ceremonies to be observed 
therein.” 

The SPEAKER. The resolution contem- 
lates that the House shall take part in the 
eremonies proposed, and therefore it comes 
within the purview of the rule. 

On seconding the demand for the previous 









D 
I 
( 


this House to procure, by some member 


question, there were—ayes 28, noes 63; no | 
| 


quorum voting. 

lhe 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Lawrence and Mr. 
DAWES. 

he House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 52, noes 70. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. DAWES. 1 rise to debate the resolu- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Mas- 
achusetts rises to debate the resolution, and 
t goes over, under the rule. 

EXPENSES OF TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. MORGAN submitted the following res- 
olution, on which he demanded the previous 
question ; 

Be it resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 

and is hereby directed to furnish the following 
information to Congress: 

First. The amount paid to the several bank-note 

mpanies in New York, Philadelphia, and elsewhere 
for printing notes, bonds, and fractional currency 
since and including the year 1862. : : 

Second, The amount paid to Adams Express Com- 
pany for transporting bonds, notes, and fractional 

urrency from New Yorkand Philadelphia to Wash- 
ington; and also to transmit to this House a copy of 
the contract with said company under which said 
payments were made. E 

, Lhird, The number ofclerks and their names, other 
than chief clerks of bureaus of that Department,who 
nave received more than $1,800 per annum since the 
year 1866, and those who are now receiving more than 
that amount, and their duties. : 
fourth. A certified copy of the pay-rolls of all the 
lerks and other employés, and employés of that De- 
partment employed in Washington, on which pay- 
inents were made or authorized to be made for the 
month of December, 1869. 

Fifth. The amount received by the Treasury De- 
partment for machinery, material,and property sold 
or disposed of by that Department since and includ- 
ing the year 1862, and the original cost of the same. 


he previous question was seconded and tlie 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. MORGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

DISTILLED SPIRITS. 


Mr. BECK submitted the following resolution, 
on which he demanded the previous question : 


Resolved, That the Commissioner of InternalRev- 
enue be requested, if not 
good of the public service, to inform the House what 
increase or decrease there has been in the manufac- 
ture ofdistilled spirits, other than high-wines, during 


SPEAKER, under the rules, ordered 


incompatible with the | 
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the present distilling season, as compared with the 
same time during the years 1868-69; giving the inform- 
ation he bas as to the relative amount that will 
probably be distilled from the present time till the 
close of the distilling season, as compared with last 
year; stating the causes which in his opinion operate 
to produce the differences he may report, the dis- 
tilled spirits specially inquired about being that class 
of liquors generally known as Bourbon and rye whis- 
kies, and put upin original packages at not exceed- 
ing ten degrees above proof. 

Mr. DAWES. The resolution should read 
‘directed ’’ and not ‘‘ requested.”’ 

Mr. BECK. Iwill so modify my resolu- 
tion. 

'he previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BECK moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

he latter motion was agreed to. 

PAY OF NAVAL OFFICERS. 

Mr. TRIMBLE submitted the following reso- 
lution, on which he demanded the previous 
question : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, directed to report to this House when 
and by what authority the pay and emoluments, or 
either, of the officers of the United States Navy have 
been increased; the annual amount of the increase, 
and its total amount since the increase was made. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera 
tion thereof the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. TRIMBLE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted ; 
and also moved that the resolution to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

EDUCATION IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. ARNELL submitted the following res- 
olution, on which he demanded the previous 
question: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Education be 
directed to communicate to this House all informa- 
tion in his possession which heshall deem important 
with reference to the existing system of public edu- 
cation in the District of Columbia, together with 
such suggestions in reference thereto as he may deem 
proper, for the immediate information of Congress. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 


| tion thereof the resolution was adopted. 


UNITED STATES COURT-HOUSE, INDIANAPOLIS. 
Mr.COBURN submitted the following resolu- 

tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 

requested to furnish this House information as to the 

necessity of an addition to the United States court- 

house and post office in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

INCREASE OF SALARIES. 

Mr. ORTH submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this House a strict 
regard to public economy requires that there should 
be no increase in the salaries or emoluments of any 
public officers or employés of the Government. 

Mr. ORTH moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

EVANSVILLE HARBOR. 

Mr. NIBLACK submitted the following reso- 
lution, on which he demanded the previous 
question: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Appropriations 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
appropriating $50,000 for the improvement of the 
harbor of the Ohio river at Evansville, Indiana, and 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

The previous Se was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the operation 
thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

IARBOR OF MICHIGAN CITY. 

Mr. PACKARD submitted the following 
resolution, on which he demanded the previous 
question : 

Resolved, That the Sec retary of War be directed 
to transmit, for the information of this House, any | 
documents or reports in his possession not included |! 


o21 


in his annual report which relate to improvements 
in the harbor of Michigan city, Indiana. 


The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera 
tion thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

COST OF FOREIGN SQUADRONS, 

Mr. JULIAN submitted the following res 
olution, on which he demanded the previous 
question: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re 


| quested to inform this House at what annual cost 


each foreign squadron has been maintained for each 
year in the last four years, including the expense at 
fitting out each vessel of said squadron and repairs 
on the same; also to report what American vessel 
or American citizens have received aid or protection 
within that time from the Navy. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I hope the gentleman 
from Indiana will state the facts on which his 
resolution is based. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

rhe previous question was seconded and th: 
main question ordered ; and under the opera 
tion thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

NATIONAL CURRENCY. 

Mr. HOLMAN submitted the following reso 
lutions, on which he demanded the previous 
question : 

Resolved, That while paper money constitutes the 
currency of thecountry the benefits and profits of pro- 
viding such a currency ought to accrue to the whole 
people of the United States; and to this end, and to 
equalize as far as may be thecurrency,the notes issued 
by the national banks ought to be withdrawn and 
corresponding amount of United States notes, legal 
tender money, issued in lieu thereof and applied 
toward the liquidation of the national debt; and 
the Committee on Banking and Currency is instructed 
toreport a bill tocarry into effect the principles above 
expressed, _ : 

Resolved, That this House disapproves of the policy 
of the Secretary of the Treasury in purchasing fiv¢ 
twenty bonds at a premium, the right of the United 
States to pay such bonds in United States notes. law 
ful money, being elear and unquestioned. 

On seconding the previous question there 
were—ayes 39, 7 

So the previous question was not seconded 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I rise to debat 


the resolutions. 


noes /b. 


The resolutions went over, under the rule 

BRIDGES BATTERY HICAGO 

Mr. JUDD introduced a joint resolution (fH. 
R. No. 117) authorizing the Secretary of Wa: 
to place at the disposal of the Bridges Battery 
Association at Chicago, Illinois, certain cap 
tured ordnance ; i 
second time. 

The bill authorizes and directs the Secretary 
of War to place at the disposal of the Bridges 
Battery Association at Chicago, Illinois, ten 
captured twelve-pounder guns of obsolete pat- 
terns, now condemned and in store at the Rock 
Island arsenal, to be placed around a large 
and beautiful lot in Rosehill Cemetery, at Chi 
cago, Illinois. 

Mr. JUDD. Idemand the previous question 
on the engrossment and third reading of the 
bill. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera 
tion thereof the bill was ordered tu be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 
yassed. 

Mr. JUDD moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution was passed ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CURRENCY AND BANKING CAPITAL. 

Mr. INGERSOLL submitted the following 
resolution, on which he demanded the previou 
question : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury |! 


ASSOCIATION, C 


} 


which was read a first and 


directed to report tothis House, from the best source 
of information accessible, the amount of banking 
capital in the several States in the month of Decem 
ber, 1860; and also the aggregate amount of currency 
in circulation in all the States at that tune, stating 


. ' } 
the various kinds of currency and the amount of each 


kind: and, further, to report the amount and kind 
of currency in circulation at this time. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
in the public documents now. 


That is all 
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THE 


Mr. INGERSOLL. 


wants information. 


were—ayes 56, noes 13. 


Mr. LYNCH called for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. INGERSOLL and || 


Mr. Lynxcu were appointed. 


I suppose the House 


| 


} 


The House divided ; and the tellers reported— | 


ayes one hundred and four, noes not counted. 


So the previous question was seconded. 


The main question was ordered; and un- 
der the operation thereof the resolution was 


agreed to. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Mr. COOK submitted the following resolu- | 


tion, on which he demanded the previous 


question : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Rules be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of report- 
ing a rule designating one day in each month, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary, for the consider- 


tition of the business of the District of Columbia. 


‘The previous question was seconded and the | 


main question ordered ; and under the opera- 


tion thereof the resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. COOK moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid | 


on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour has | 


expired. 
HARBORS IN MASSACHUSETTS. 
Mr. BUFFINTON, by unanimous consent, 


ubmitted the following resolution ; which was 


read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 


directed to report upon the necessity and expediency 
of establishing a light to mark the pier at the harbors 


of Plymouth, Duxbury, and Kingston, in the State | 


of Massachusetts, together with an estimate of the 
cost thereof, 


Mr. BUFEFINTON moved to reconsider the | 


vote by which the resolution was adopted ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 
Phe latter motion was agreed to. 
CREDENTIALS OF A MEMBER. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH [present the creden- 
tials of Hon. Robert Ridgway, member-elect 


from the fifth district of Virginia, and ask that || be within the knowledge of his Department bearing | 


they be referred to the Committee of Elections. 
The SPEAKER. They will be referred 

under an order of the House already made. 
MISSOURI, KANSAS, AND TEXAS RAILWAY. 
Mr. CLARKE, by unanimous consent, ina- 


troduced a bill (ti. R. No. 856) toincorporate | 


the Missouri, Kansas, and Texas Railway 
Company ; which was read a first and second 
time, reterred to the Committee on the Pacific 
Railroad, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLARKE. I desire to say that I intro- 
duce this bill by request, and not having had 
au Opportunity to read it I do not wish to be 
held responsible for what it contains. 

JAMES M’MURRAY. 


introduced a bill (H. R. No. 847) for the relief 


aud second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions and War of 
1812. 

SARAIL BECKER. 

Mr. HALDEMAN also, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduceda bill (H. R. No. 848) granting 
a pension to Sarah Becker, widow of Frederick 
W. Becker, of company E, third Pennsyl- 
vania cavalry; which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee on | 


Invalid Pensions. 
EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 

Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (HH. R. No. 849) constituting eight 
hours a day’s work for all laborers, workmen, 
and mechanics in the employ of the Govern- 
ment of the United States; which was read a 
tirst and second time, and referred to the 
(‘ommittee on the Judiciary. 





| 
| 
| 


Mr. HALDEMAN, by unanimous consent, | 


| 
| 


} 
' 


| 


| 


} 
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Mr. SCOFIELD. I would inquire of the 
|| Chair whether all these bills are introduced and | 
Qn seconding the previous question there || 


referred with the understanding that they shall 
not be brought back by motions to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. They will be entered on 
the Journal as if presented under that rule. 


The Chair declines to recognize any gentleman | 


during the morning hour for the purpose of 
introducing bills who was not in his seat when 


‘| his State was called, but will recognize them 


after the morning hour on the same condition. 
DEFAULTING NAVAL PAYMASTERS. 

Mr. NEGLEY, by unanimous consent, sub- 

mitted the following resolution; which was 


_ read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 


rected to furnish to this House the names of pay- | 


masters who have been reported defaulters, with the 
amount of their respective defaleations since March 
4, 1869. 


HEIRS OF PEDRO ARMENDARIS. 


Mr. ELA, by unanimous consent, submitted | 


the following resolution ; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


directed to inform this House by what authority the | 


heirs of Pedro Armendaris claim to recover from the 
Government of the United States compensation for 
the use and occupancy of Fort Craig military reser- 
vation, inthe Territory of New Mexico; also,whether 
any payment has been made or claimed under any 
lease or pretended lease of said military reservation 
to the United States by said heirs. 


BLACK LAKE, MICHIGAN, 


Mr. FERRY submitted the following res- | 


olution; which was read, considered, and 
adopted : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
furnish to to this House any information in the 
Department since his annual report concerning the 
condition or improvement of the harbor at Black 
Lake, in the State of Michigan. 


FUR-SEAL FISHERIES OF ALASKA. 


Mr. SARGENT submitted the following | 


resolution ; which was read, considered, and 


| adopted : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate for the information of this 
llouse such facts as he may have in reference to the 


|| fur-seal fisheries of Alaska, together with his own 


recommendation as to the best means of preserving 
the fisheries and of securing a revenue therefrom; 


| and especially to set forth such information as may 


i} 


on current allegations that the law approved July 


en the Islands of St. Paul and St. George since said 


| islands were made a military reservation; what 


| 


| said law of July 27, 1868, and what measures have | 
been taken for the prosecution of parties so offending. 


1] 


|| 


number of seals have been killed on these islands 
during the last two seasons, and under what author- 
ity; what numbers of skins have been shipped there- 
from during the same period, and by whom and at 
what time; and if there have been any violations of 


Mr. SARGENT moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted ; 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider |! 


be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
NATIONAL CURRENCY——‘* GREENBACKS. 
Mr. MeNEELY. I ask permission to sub- 


mit for consideration at this time the following 
resolution : 


” 


Resolved, That the Committee on Banking and 
Currency be, and they are hereby, instructed to re- 
yort at an early day a bill providing for withdrawing 
rom circulation the national bank currency and for 
issuing instead of such currency Treasury notes 
usually known as ‘‘greenbacks.” 


The SPEAKER. It requires unanimous 


'| consent to consider this resolution at this time. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 

Mr. McNEELY. 
suspended and the resolution adopted. 

Mr. HOLMAN. And on that motionI call 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. COX. The committee are now con- 
sidering the subject. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


I object. 


5 


If the gentle- 


mgun from Illinois [Mr. MeNrety] will modify |! 
his resolution so as to instruct the committee 
to inquire into the expediency of so doing I 
will not object. 
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| GARFIELD, ] what progress the committe 


| H. Jones, Laflin, 


| 27, 1808, has failed to accomplish its purpose of pre- | 
| venting the killing of fur-seal; what persons, not 
native, trading in furs have been allowed to remain || 


I move that the rules be | 


January 17, 


—<$<—<—$——————_—- 


Mr. McNEELY. I insist upon a vote 
the resolution as it stands. ; 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
we will give you a vote on it. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I would inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, the gentleman from Ohio, [M; 


on 


Oh, very well - 


. . é a e are 
making in the business before it ? 


The SPEAKER, This debate is proceedin, 
only by unanimous consent. 7 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Iobjectto further debate. 
The question was upon ordering the yeas and 


_ nays on the motion to suspend the rules. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then taken; and it wa 
decided in the negative—yeas 56, nays 114, not 


| voting 40; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Archer, Axtell, Beck. 


| Biggs, Bird, James Brooks, Burr, Roderick R, By: 


ler, Calkin, Cox, Crebs, Dickinson, Dox, Eldridge. 
Getz, Golladay,Greene, Griswold, Haight, Haldeman. 
Hambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, Hay, Holman, John 
son, Thomas L, Jones, Kerr, Knott, Marshall, May 
ham, McCormick, McNeely, Morgan, Mungen, Nib 


| lack, Randall, Reading, Reeves, Rogers, Schumaker, 


Sherrod, Joseph 8. Smith, Stiles, Strader, Swann’ 


| Trimble, Van Auken, Van Trump, Voorhees, Wells. 


Eugene M. Wilson, Winchester, Wood, and Wood- 
ward—56, 

NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Armstrong, Asper, 
Bailey, Banks, Barnum, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin. 
Benton, Bingham, Blair, Boles, Bowen, Boyd, Georg: 
M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Buflinton, Burchard, 

surdett, Cake, Cessna, Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Clinton 
L. Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Conger, Cowles, Dawes, De- 


| weese, Dickey, Dixon, Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ferriss, 


Finkelnburg, Fisher, Garfield, Gilfillan, Hale, Ham 
ilton, Hawley, Heaton, Heflin, Hill, Hoar, Hooper, 


| Jenckes, Judd, Julian, Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, 
| Ketcham, Knapp, Lash, Lawrence, Logan, Lynch, 
| McCarthy, McCrary, McGrew, Mercur, Eliakim H. 


Moore, Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, Daniel JJ. 


| Morrell, Myers, Negley, O’Neill, Orth, Packard, 
| Packer, Paine, Palmer, Peters, Phelps, Poland, 
| Pomeroy, Potter, Prosser, Roots, Sargent, Sawyer, 


Scofield, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, John A. 
Smith, William J. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, 
Starkweather, Stevens, Stokes, Stoughton, Strong, 
‘Taffe, Tanner, Tillman, Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, 


| Upson, Cadwalader C. Washburn, William B. Wash 


burn, Welker, Wheeler, Wilkinson, Willard, Wil 


| liams,and John T. Wilson—114. 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. Allison, Arnell, Bennett, 
Benjamin F, Butler, Churchill, Cleveland, Cullom, 


| Davis, Dockery, Ela, Farnsworth, Ferry, Fitch, Fox, 


Hays, Hoag, Hoge, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Alexander 
_Loughridge, Maynard, Samuel 
P. Morrill, Morrissey, Rice, Sanford, Schenck, 
Shanks, Slocum, William Smyth, Stevenson, Stone, 
Strickland, Sweeney, Van Horn,,Ward, Whittemore, 
Winans, and Witcher—40. 

So (two-thirds not voting in the affirmative 
the rules were not suspended. 

The resolution went over, under the rule. 

PUBLICATION OF WELLS'S REPORT. 

Mr. LAFLIN. I ask unanimous consent to 
take from the Speaker’s table, for reference to 
the Committee on Printing, a concurrent reso- 
lution of the Senate providing for the printing 
of Commissioner Wells’s report. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I object. 

Mr. LAFLIN. I move that the rules be 
suspended for that purpose. 
The question was taken; and, two thirds 
voting in the affirmative, the rules were sus: 
pended, } 

The concurrent resolution was then taken 
from the Speaker’s table, and read, 2s fol- 
lows : 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representa 
atives concurring,) That there be printed for the use 
of the Senate five thousand copies, and for the use 
of the House of Representatives twelve thousand 
copies of the report of the Special Commissioncr 
of.the Revenue, and for the use of the Treasury 


Department one thousand copies, bound with the 
appendices complete. 


The concurrent resolution was then referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 


APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. JUDD. I rise to a privileged question, 
and call up the motion to reconsider the vote 


by which the bill (H. R. No. 593) introduced 


by me, to apportion the representation of the 
several States in the House of Representatives 


for the Forty-second Congress, was referred 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 
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Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, how long 
-< it since that bill was referred ? 

The SPEAKER. It was referred prior to 
‘he holiday recess of Congress. 
“Mr. RANDALL. Is it not too late for a 
‘otion to reconsider ? 

“The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 

was made on the day following the introduc- 

‘on and reference of the bill, and the gentle- 
oan now calls up the motion. A motion to 

-econsider the reference could not have been 

made except on the day when the bill was 
referred or the ensuing day. 

“Mr. JUDD. The bill reported from the 

select committee for taking the census con- 

tained provisions in sections twenty-two, twen- 
ty-three, twenty-four, and twenty-five for an 
apportionment of the representation in this 

House among the several States, so that each 

State might have the number of Representa- 
tives to which it would be entitled under the 

enumeration to be taken under that bill. It 

provided that such apportionment should take 
effect only as to the members elected to the 
orty-Lhird Congress, which will commence 

‘ts term on the 4th day of March, 1873; thus 

leaving the Forty-Second Congress, the term 
of which commences on the 4th day of March, 

i871, to be elected under the present appor- 
tionment, notwithstanding the enumeration 
under the census act would be completed and 
the returns made on or before the Ist day 
of July, 1870, a period of months intervening 
between the completion of the taking of the 
census and the election of the members of the 

Forty-Second Congress. 

Believing in the justice of that clause of the 
Constitution which says: ‘‘ Representatives 
shall be apportioned among the several 
States which may be included within this 
Union according to their respective numbers’’ 
of representative population, [ am for applying 
this constitutional provision as soon as ina 
legal and constitutional mode inequality in 
representation shall become known to the law- 
making power. ‘To that end, while the census 
bill was pending and under discussion, I pre- 
pared a series of amendments to those sections 
of the bill relating to apportionment, the effect 
of which, had they been incorporated into that 
bill, would have been to extend the benefit of 
equal representation to the Forty-Second Con- 
gress, if by the census returns to be made before 
the Ist day of July such inequality should be 
made apparent. 

The House will recollect the debate that 
occurred, restricted as it was under the five- 
minutes rule. The deep interest manifested by 
the members in the question showed the gentle- 
man in charge of the census bill [Mr. Gar- 
FIELD, Of Ohio] that the question must be fully 
discussed before that bill could be passed. 
Anxious to expedite the passage of the bill, he 
asked the House to strike out of it all of the 
section relating to the apportionment, which 
was done ; and thereupon by unanimous consent 
of the House, I introduced the bill now under 
consideration as a separate and independent 
measure. It contains the provisions originally 
reported in the census bill, changed only so as 
to incorporate the amendments that I had pro- 
posed forthethen pending measure. The gen- 
tleman from Iowa [Mr. ALLison] a few days 
subsequently introduced a bill for the same 
purpose substantially as that introduced by my- 
self, and the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. 
Pane] has introduced another bill. The one 
common purpose of equalizing representation 
is in all of the bills, and [ shall hereafter point 
out the differences between them. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, let us see what the 
Constitution and the laws are relating to this 
matter of apportionment, and whether there 
is anything but the power of members on this 
floor that will prevent this justice being done. 
Assuming that the enumeration is made and 
returned by the Ist day of July, does the Con- 
stitution step in and say that its fruits shall not 
be applicable to the Congress to be elected 


next after such returns are in? 
tion provides that— 

“The House of Representatives shall be composed 
of members chosen every second year by the people 
of the several States, and the electors of each State 
shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of 
the most numerous branch of the State Legislature.” 

Each Congress is brought into being and dis- 
solved under this constitutional provision, and 
the term of a Congress is two years. Having 
determined that the term is two years and not 
ten, let us ascertain what the constitutional 
provision is that determines how the several 
States shall obtain their requisite number of 
Representatives. Section two of the Constitu- 
tion is as follows: 


The Constitu- | 


Representatives and direct taxes shall be appor- | 


tioned among the several States which may be in- 
cluded within this Union according to their respective 
numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the 
whole number of free persons, including those bound 
to service for a term of years and excluding Indians 
not taxed, three fifths of all other persons. The actual 
enumeration shall be made within three years after 
the first meeting of the Congress of the United States, 
and within every subsequent term of ten years, in 
such manner as they shall by law direct.”’ 

Let us examine for a moment and see what 
the positive enactments in this clause are. 
First, it directs positively that the representa- 
tion shall be apportioned according to num- 
bers. Is this to be done only once in every 
ten yearsordecade? There is no congressional 
tenure of office for ten years, nor is there any 
provision for a series of terms whose limit shall 
be ten years, or a decade. 

The framers of the Constitution were not 
satisfied with that general direction. They 
knew how poor human nature once invested 
with power dislikes to yield it, and that this 
feeling might pervade sections of the country ; 
and by one pretense or another those in pos- 
session would remain there as long as any quib- 
ble could excuse it ; and hence a positive pro- 
vision that there should be an enumeration 
within every ten years. 
against more frequent enumeration, but it says 
‘*within ’’ every ten years there shall be one. 
This is compulsory; but there is no constitu- 
tional requirement that apportionment shall be 
made only once in ten years. The plain and 
clear intent of this clause is that as soon ds 
the census returns are made an apportionment 
shall follow. 


| eral States. 
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Nor is there any constitutional provision | 


which requires Congress after it has in a legal 
form ascertained the number of inhabitants to 
postpone for one, two, six, or eight years 
making the apportionment. If we fail to give 
the people the benefit of the enumeration in 
the Forty-Second Congress it is a postpone- 
ment for two years; and why not, if it please 


| an interested majority, postpone it for four 


years? Is there any doubt about our daty in 
the premises ? 

The moment that Congress shall be informed 
in accordance with the forms of law of the 
inequality of representation the provision of 


duty of Congress to make the apportionment. 

I say, then, that if the returns are made by 
the 1st of July, as provided for in the census 
bill, there is nothing impracticable in carrying 
out the spirit of the Constitution and allowing 


the States representation according to the num- | 


ber of their inhabitants as shown by that census. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, let us examine for 
a moment the usage and practice under these 
constitutional provisions, and ascertain if we 
can the reasons for the legislation that has 
prevailed. The Constitution provided that the 
first House of Representatives should consist 
of sixty-five members, and that an enumera- 
tion of the population for the purpose of a new 
apportionment should be made within three 
years. 

The first apportionment act was approved 14th 
April, 1792, and the members elected under it 
took their seats on the 4th of March, 1793. 

An apportionment act was approved 14th 
April, 1802, and the members chosen under it 
took their seats on the 4th of March, 1803. 
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An apportionment act was approved the 21st 
of December, 1811, and the members chosen 
under it took their seats the 4th March, 1813. 

An apportionment act was approved on the 
7th of March, 1822, and the members elected 
under it took their seats on the 4th of March, 
1823. 

An apportionment act was approved May 
22, 1832, and the members elected under it 
took their seats the 4th of March, 1833. 

An apportionment act was approved on the 
25th day of June, 1842, and the members elected 
under it took their seats on the 4th day of 
March, 1843. 

An apportionment act was approved on the 
23d day of May, 1850, and the members elected 
under it took their seats on the 4th day of 
March, 1853. 

It was in this act that Congress, after having 


determined in advance the number of members 


of which the House should be composed, con 

ferred the power upon the Secretary of the 
Interior after the census returns were made 
to divide the Representatives among the sev- 
That law is in force to-day; the 
power conferred and duly imposed upon the 
Secretary isa continuing power. The languag: 

of the act is: ‘‘that as soon as the next and 
each subsequent enumeration,” ‘‘the Secre 

tary should divide,’’ &c. An examination of 
the dates above given will show that in no one 
instance, except under the apportionment of 
1850, was a general election, and also an entire 
congressional term, passed over between the 
time of the approval of an apportionment act 
and the time when the law was made operative 
by the election of members under it; or, in 
other words, the Congress hastened to give 
equal representation at the earliest possible day. 

I have no doubt, Mr. Speaker, that the injus 
tice done under the act of 1850 was one of the 


| reasons for vesting in the Secretary of the Inte- 


It does not provide || 


rior the power to divide among the States the 
number of Representatives, Congress having 
first settled by law the whole number of mem 
bers of which the House should be composed. 
I will ask, Mr. Speaker, that the Clerk may 


| read the third section of the bill under consid 
| eration. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That on or befor 
the lst of September next it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Interior to ascertain from th: 


| census enumeration returned the aggregate repre 


sentative population of the United States by count 
ing the whole number of persons in each Stat 


| excluding Indians not taxed; but when the right to 
| vote at any election for the choice of electors for 


President and Vice President of the United State 
Representatives in Congress, the executive and judi 
cial officers of a State, or the members of the Legi 
lature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabit 
ants of such State being twenty-one years of age and 
citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged 
except for participation in rebellion or other crim 
he shall reducethe basis of representation therein 
in the proportion which the number of such male 
citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citi 


| zens twenty-one years of age in such State; and it 
the Constitution which I have read makes it the || 


shall be hisduty to thus ascertain the aggregate repre 
sentative population of the United States: which ag 
gregate population he shall divide by - ; and the 
product of such division, rejecting any fraction of an 





| unit, if any such happen to remain, shall be theratio 


or rule of apportionment of Representatives among 


| the several States under such enumeration; and the 
| said Secretary of the Department of the Interior 


| this last division shall be the number of 


shall then proceed in the same manner to ascertain 
the representative population of each State, and to 
divide the whole number of the representative pop- 
ulation of each State by the ratio already determ 
ined by him as above directed ; and the product of 
isi Renesent 
atives apportioned to such State under the enume 
ation provided for in this act: Provided, That th 
loss in the number of members caused by the frac 
tions remaining in theseveral States on the division 
of the population thereof shall be compensated fo: 
by assigning to so many States having the large 
fractions one additional member each for its fraction 
as may be necessary to make the whole number ot 
Lepresentatives: And provided also, That if afte 
the apportionment of the Representatives under the 
next census a new State or States shall be admitted 
into the Union, the Representative or Representa 
tives assigned to such new State or States shall be il 
addition to the number of Representatives herein 
above limited, which excess of Representatives ove: 
shall only continue until the next succeeding 





| apportionment of Representatives under the next 


succeeding census. 
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Mr. JUDD. The section just read, Mr. 


Speaker, is substantially a reénactment of the | 


provisions of the act of May 23, 1850, modi- 
lied only so as to conform to the constitutional 
provisions in force since the act of 1850. This 
last part of the provision is the work of the 


elect Committee on the Census, and has had | url 
|| tary will if the duty shall be devolved upon him 


their carefal consideration. I adopt and ap- 
prove it, changing it only so that its benefits 
nall inure tothe people onthe 4th day of March, 
1871, instead of the 4th day of March, 1873. 
he power thus conferred by the present bill 
upon the Secretary is no experiment, no new 
thing. It was adopted in the law of 1850, and 
in all the debate that occurred upon that bill 
no member or Senator was wise enough to dis- 
cover that the constitutional power of Congress 
was being invaded by this delegation of power 
to the Secretary. Why, Mr. Speaker, we are 
itting here now under an apportionment made 
hy the Secretary of the Interior, and if any 
yentieman thinks he is unconstitutionally here 
there is a very easy mode for his ceasing to 
violate the Constitution, and thus he might save 
lis conscience and we should have one less 
vote against this measure. But there is another 
view of the matter. If by any contingency the 
proposed census bill should fail to become a 





law the former census law remains in force, | 


and as I have before said this power continues 
in the Seeretary of the Interior under the law 
of the land, 

If there is a constitutional objection to the 
attempt to equalize representation upon this 
floor in the mode proposed, then, of course, 
we will abandon it, and there is no occasion 
for discussing any question of expediency. The 
first clause of the Constitution says that all 
legislative power is vested in Congress. But 
does it say that the execution of all laws passed 
hy Congress is vested in Congress? No, sir; 
Congress passes all laws and devolves upon 
executive officers the carrying of them into 
execution. That is all that is pronines by the 
terms of this bill, to vest in the Secretary of 
the Interior, and it is no new proposition, as I 
have before shown. 

The census bill provides for a full enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants and returns of the same 
tothe Interior Department. ‘The bill provides 
the number of members of which the next 
\Louse of Representatives shall be composed. 
Nothing is left to the Secretary of the Interior 
when those returns are made but to divide to 
cach State its number of Representatives. It 
only requires a reasonable knowledge of addi- 
tion, multiplication, and division. 


; . : E | 
But let us examine and analyze a little far- | 


ther what power is conferred upon the Secre- 
tary, and see whether anything more is required 
of him than to be a fair arithmetician. It is 
said he must interpret every State constitution 
and decide grave constitutional questions, and 
determine as to rights of certain classes of cit- 
izens inthe respective States to vote. Is that 
so? The schedules that accompany the census 
bill preseribe the duties of the enumerators: 
they are to return the total population, state 
the number of males and females; married, 
widowed, or single; white, black, mulatto, or 
Chinese, and male citizens over twenty-one 
years of age, and divers other details, one of 
which is classified in the schedule as follows: 

Male citizens of the United States, twenty-one 
yearsof age,whose right to vote isdenied or abridged 
on other grounds than rebellion or other crime, 

A number to be determined by arithmetical 
computation based on the number of such per- 


sons so returned is to be deducted from me 


aggregate representative population, in ac- 
cordance with the requirements of the four- 
teenth amendment to the Constitution. The 
Secretary will have those figures before him 
in the same manner that he has the total 
population. No discretion or judgment or | 
opinion is required of him upon any constitu- 

tional question, either State or national. The | 
status of individuals is before him in the 
shape of the census returns, and to these he 








! 


applies the rules of arithmetic and produces a 
result. 
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Suppose these returns completed were | 


! 


laid before this House and an apportionment | 


committee was directed to prepare and report 
a bill. The clerk of that committee would 
make all these computations from the face of 
the returns in the same manner as the Secre- 


by the passage of the bill under consideration. 

There is no summoning of witnesses, trial 
of questions, or argument or adjudication of 
great constitutional questions. The case is 
made up by and from the facts stated in the 
census returns. The debatable points, and 
those which lead to long discussions upon 
every proposition to apportion, namely, the 
number of members, and thus the ratio of 
representation, are determined and put at rest 
by this bill, and the Secretary has only to use 
this divisor upon his aggregate of representa- 
tive population and he gets the ratio, and 
dividing his aggregate State population by that 
ratio he determines the ania of members to 
which each State is entitled. This method is 
prescribed for him in the bill; and it would 


seem to me that it would not require any great | 


constitutional lawyer or even the collective 
wisdom of this House, great as I know it to be, 


to produce results from such a plainly pre- | 


| scribed mode of proceeding. 


‘* Representatives’’ ‘‘shall be apportioned,”’ 
is the language of the second article of the 
Constitution. To accomplish an apportion- 
ment there must be, first, arepresentative popu- 
lation; second, an enumeration by the census- 


taker; third, a fixed number of Representa- | 


tives; and fourth, a division of that number 
among the several States. All these must con- 
cur to make an apportionment. No one act or 
thing will constitute an apportionment in the 
general sense of that term as used in the Con- 
stitution. The Secretary of the Interior no 
more makes an apportionment than the census- 
taker. Each and both are the agents of the 
law-making power, executing a duty imposed 
upon them by law, and the result of the whole 
proceeds directly from the law-making power 
and are its acts—‘‘ qui facit per alium, facit 
per se.’ An apportionment thus produced is 
the work of Congress and not that of any 
intermediate agent. 

If this is a delegation of the legislative power 
provided for in the first article of the Consti- 
tution, then there is scarcely any act that we 
os which is not equal delegation of power. 

t is not, Mr. Speaker, a delegation of legis- 
lative power. Every law in its execution is 
subject to be construed by the executive ofli- 
cers; but who ever before heard of this being 
called the exercise of legislative power? Con- 
gress, in each branch, determines the election 
qualifications of its own members. The power 
to correct irregularities in representation is 
fulland ample, and you will find special enact- 
ments for that purpose running all through 
your statutes. 

. If gentlemen will refer to the apportionment 
law of 1822 they will find a section giving a 
conditional representation to the State of Ala- 
bama, the census returns of that State not 
having been perfected when the apportionment 
bill became a law. It was legislation in ad- 
vance of census returns. So little doubt has 
there been, not only of the constitutionality of 
conferring that power upon the Secretary of 
the Interior, and also of the expediency of 
having the apportionment made by the Sec- 
retary, that in the act supplementary to the 
census law, passed July 30, 1852, the Secretary 
is directed ‘‘ forthwith’ to apportion among 
the several States two hundred and thirty-three 
members. 


Congress in session first ordered the Con- 
stitution broken by the Secretary of the Inte- 


| rior, and then sat with folded arms while he 
| performed their bidding by breaking it. 


The House will bear in mind that if the cen- 
sus bill becomes a law the enumeration will 
be completed and returned by the Ist day of 





| 





| constituent. 


July next. The bill now under considerati, 
in its first section pooraes for the number oe 
members to be elected and who shall pt 
pose the House of Representatives from a 
after the 3d day of March, 1871, which will 
constitute the Forty-Second Congress, a 
I have left a blank for the number of me. 


| bers, and shall be satisfied with whatever t},, 


House may determine, only expressing the 
opinion that a less number than three hundred 
to represent forty million people in the popu: 
lar branch of the legislative body would jy: 
bring the Representative near enough to hic 
The nearer he is so brought, t}h,. 
greater is the feeling of responsibility and th, 
guarantee of fidelity; the larger the number, the 
less the danger from undue influence from wii). 
out. The framers of the Constitution had thei; 
fears of undue influence from the executiye 
branch of the Government. The immense 


| growth of patronage is of all causes the mos: 


baleful in its influence upon our institutions. 
I fear the effect of that influence upon a smal! 
number of Representatives. My theory for 
the security of our institutions is in the imme. 
diate responsibility of the persons intrusted 
with power to the people, the source of al! 
power. ‘The Senator has a term of six years, 
the President four, and the Representative 
stands face to face with his constituent by the 
termination of his office at the end of every 
two years. , 

Tyranny and usurpation do not spring from 
such atenure of office. Those only intrenched 


'in a long official term do and dare evil. 


The second section provides that the Super- 
intendent of the Census shall report the repre- 
sentative enumeration to the Secretary of the 
Interior on or before the 15th of August next. 
I believe, Mr. Speaker, that that time might be 
shortened with perfect safety. 

I have before had read tothe House the 
third section. 

The fourth section requires the Secretary of 
the Interior to transmit to the Governors of 
the respective States an official certificate of 
the apportionment on or before the 10th day 


of September. 


It is said that there is not time enough for 
the States to make the necessary regulations 
for the purpose of carrying out this act. That 
is a question for each State to determine for 
itself. It is sufficient for us and we have fully 


| discharged our duty when we have passed such 


laws as will enable the States to act. Let us 
perform our duty and make provision for the 


| distribution of Representatives under the pro- 
| visions of the Constitution and the census taken 


under it, and thus let it rest with each State to 
say whether it will avail itself of the advantages 
the new apportionment would give it. Those 
States that do exercise the right will get the 
full benefit. The entire enumeration of the 
inhabitants is to be made in thirty days. A 
very slow organization must exist in the Census 
Bureau if the columns relating to each State 
cannot be added up and the divisor furnished 
by this bill applied with a result within twenty, 
nay, even ten days. But it is said that the 
Legislatures cannot be called together in season 
to create the new districts. In these days ot 
railroads and telegraphs days count as months 
a century ago. é 

It is said again, see what cost and expense 1! 
will be to the States to have special sessions. 
Let those States that value money more than 
equal representation listen to that argument 
and act upon it; and let those that believe they 
have sufficient interest in the taxation and 
other questions acted upon in this House 
incur the expense of it. 

If the members will recall the dates that | 
have before given as to the pane of the dif- 
ferent apportionment acts they will see that six 
of those apportionments were made in the 
year preceding the 4th of March, at which the 
new terms were to commence. In all these 
cases special sessions of the Legislatures were 
necessary to redistrict the States. 
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ir. Speaker, 1 prefer the mode indicated in 
; pill now before the House, and which is 
-amed upon the supposition that the States 
“ill redistrict, as I think Representatives from 


bed districts are nearer the constitu- 


re scr 

ney, But all these arguments based upon 
nt of time to make, cost and expense of 
waht a0 


aking new districts by the Legislatures, as 
well as the further inconvenience that might 
arise from a change of the boundaries of districts 
» the middle of a campaign, may all be obvi- 
‘ved, and justice, by the equalization of repre- 
‘entation, be done by providing that for the 
Vorty-Second Congress the additional members 
way be elected by general ticket. The gentle- 
an from Indiana [ Mr. Copury ] proposed that 
sian in an amendment offered by him pending 


‘he census bill. 


The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. A.uisoy] | 


nas adopted that mode in the bill presented 
iy him. The billintroduced by the gentleman 
‘om Wiseonsin [Mr. Parne] also proposes 
shat mode of choosing the additional members. 


| shall be satisfied if the bill now pending is || corrected by Congress at a subsequent session 


amended in this respect. Congress having 


express power under the Constitution to regu- | 
itethe ‘* manner”’ of electing members, makes | 


‘his mode clear and decisive ; so that the main 
proposition is met and decided in the affirma- 


ive, namely, that constituencies entitled by | 
‘he census returns to increased representation 


‘n the Forty-Second Congress shall obtain that 
representation. Any constitutional mode of 
accomplishing that object will be satisfactory 
to my constituents. At the proper stage of 
the bill I shall be satisfied if the House adopt 
by way of amendment so much of the bill of 


of California. So also the admission of new 


| States, with full knowledge at the time that 


there is not population enough to place it upon 
an exact equality with the other districts repre- 


| sentedon this floor. Thiscertainly is not equal- 


| ing members under these clauses, it is only a | 


ity, but is justice based upon the peculiar cir- 
cumstances. 

Take also the case of fractions. In assign- 
question of expediency and approximate jus- 
tice. The whole objection is based upon the 
supposition that under the division by the Sec- 
retary a State may lose a Representative, and 
by continuing the same number you do an in- 
justice to districts. r 
not the injustice more glaring in the continu- 
ance of the present apportionment until after 


the next congressional term, with full knowl- | 


edge upon your records that such inequality 


Admitting that is so, is | 
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Examples may be given and comparisons 
may well be made with reference to State after 
State before this debate is concluded. 

I ask members who listen to me, whether if 
it is true that these inequalities exist, and 
that the census returns will be made before 
July of the present year, it is not justice that 


| the next general election for members of Con- 


| exists? Does not the mode proposed more || 


equally divide representation than to abide by 
the present? The last apportionment which 


| was made by the Secretary of the Interior was 


by adding eight additional members. It is 
equally within the power of Congress to correct 
any apportionment by dropping a member for 
any future Congress. 


No member can deny the justice of the — 
y 


osition to equalize the apportionment. J 
time is too nearly exhausted to give a detail 
of the present inequalities and what would be 


| the effect upon the various States assuming the | 


the gentleman from Wisconsin as differs from | 


the one now under consideration. 

The power of Congress to prescribe the man- 
ner in which members are to be chosen is 
road enough to allow a part to be elected in 
districts and a part on the general ticket. The 
expediency of so doing must depend upon the 
peculiar circumstances under which the ap- 
portionmentismade. Ifthe argument against 
the expediency of calling extra sessions is 
trong enough to induce the members to ex- 

reise this power and make this apportionment 
applicable to one congressional term only they 
they may do so. 

But | hear gentlemen ask where is the war- 
rant for declaring that no State shall lose in 
its representation ? 

This enactment is based upon a contingency. 

Chere is no evidence that under the increased 
number of members there will be any loss to 
any State. But if it should so happen we de- 
sire to save those States from calling the Legis- 
lature together. 
determine who shall constitute the sitting mem- 
bers, but only that Massachusetts, for example, 
shall have ten Representatives in the next Con- 
gress. That number is apportioned to her, and 
although it may not be in exactly the ratio of 
= popeeiee it comes within a discretion 
that 


\| tive, cast 43,093; 


This is not a proposition to | 


number of Representatives to be fixed at three || 


hundred and the total population at forty mil- | 
| lions. 


The gentleman from Wisconsin and the 
gentleman from Kansas [Mr. Paine and Mr. 


| CLARKE] have prepared these tables with care 


and will lay them before the House, and I 
think the honorable members will find that in 


| or no loss of present representation to any 


State. A few comparisons of inequalities may 
not be out of place in concluding my remarks. 

At the last election for Congress Iowa cast 
194,673 votes, and has six votes on this floor. 


|| equalizing in this manner there will be little | 


Massachusetts, with her ten votes on this floor, | 


cast 185,672. Kansas, with one Representa- 
and Vermont, with three 


Representatives, cast 45,386. My own district 


| cast 46,673, while Rhode Island, with its two 
| Representatives, cast 18,250. 


Mr. HOAR. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Illinois why in discussing this ques- 
tion he bases his argument upun the statistics 
of voters, instead of the statistics of population, 
upon which representation is based ? 

Mr. JUDD. I supposed that the gentleman 
had understood me as saying distinctly that I 


| did not propose to go through the various com- | 


as always been exercised by Congress in | 


the admission of new States and in the dispo- | 


sition of fractions and in determining the num- 
ver which a State may be entitled to whose 
census returns are incomplete. 

It is a temporary arrangement for a single 
term, and it is conditional, awaiting future 
action by Congress and the State. In any appor- 


tionment that may be made there are always | 


fractions. It is not possible that a perfect equal: | 


ity should exist—it is onlyapproximate. Con- 
gress has always legislated upon this principle, 


doing justice and such justice as the circum- | 


stances would permit. A reference to some of 
the laws will hee what has been the practice. 
Che act before referred to, which allowed Ala- 
bamathree members before correct census re- 
turns were had, was an exercise of discretion 
upon the circumstances presented. Congress 
acted without such knowledge as would orcould 
prove that it was exact equality under the gen- 
eral proposition of equality of representation. 
So also the act of July, 1850, which assigned two 


members in advance of a census to the State | 





putations to show the effect of this appor- 
tionment upon the several States, though I will 
do so, if necessary, before the close of this 
debate. I am only giving these facts as one 
illustration of the inequality of the existing 
apportionment, and the results and effects the 


Mr. HOAR. My question does not seem to 
have been apprehended. 


why he uses for the purposes of his argument | 
the statistics of voters, upon which representa- || 


tion is not based, rather than the statistics of 
population ? 


Mr. JUDD. 


Mr. Speaker, the gentleman, 


'if he had understood my mode of stating the 


proposition, would have seen very clearly that 


| I am not engaged in any process of algebraic 


computation. I am giving an illustration of 
the inequality based upon the voting popula- 


tion as an illustration simply of the argument | 


which I am making. If the gentleman can 
show that I incorrectly quote the congressional 
vote of Massachusetts, then my argument, based 
upon the illustration, will fail. But if [ cor- 
rectly quote it, then lam correct in referring to 
the inequality of allowing that State to be repre- 
sented on this floor by ten members, while lowa, 
with a larger voting population, has but six. 





gress, which willoccur in the coming fall, the 
next congressional term, which will commence 
on the 4th of March, 1871, should not have the 
benefit of the census returns? And in view of 
these facts I ask members whether they are 
willing to throw away this entire time, and say 
to my people, ‘* You shall not have, until the 
{th day of March, 1873, the fuller representa- 
tion to which you are now entitled.”’ 

It may be asked, as it has been before, why 


| press this matter ; it is only two years until the 


completion of a decade? Two years at the 
present time, with the questions now pend 

ing and to be acted upon during that time, 
may fix the fate and determine the position of 
the business interests of many communities 
not now having an equal representation upon 
this floor. We have already seen that, Mr. 
Speaker. We have asked for a redistribution 
of the banking capital, which all acknowledge 
is unjust and unequal, and that has been refused 
us. We have asked to have the mercantile in- 
terest of the West placed upon the same basis 
as those of their more fully represented breth- 
ren of the East, and thus far it is not granted. 
Tariffs and internal taxation, banking, and the 
regulation of the currency and its proper dis- 
tribution, the mode and terms for arranging 
and settling our great indebtedness, in fact all 
the great economical questions are to be ad 

justed in such form that the varied interests of 


| this country shall have their rights and privi- 


leges and bear only their just shares of the 
burdens of the Government. To that end every 


| portion of the land should have its equal and 


exact representation on this floor. 

Our nation owes its very existence to the 
assertion of the great principle that taxation 
without representation is a great political 
wrong. The West, whose business interests 
are as great as those of any other portion of 


| the Union, and require as much protection 
|| upon this floor as any other, demands that this 


apportionment should be made at the earliest 
day possible, that it may be applied to the 
coming Forty-Second Congress. Howlongare 
we to be kept in the condition of wards? 
Now, sir, for one, as a Representative of a 
growing and thriving community whose busi- 


| ness interests require care and protection and 


| defense—more so even than the old settled 


communities—I demand, if it is legal and con- 
stitutional, that you shail give us the repre- 
sentation without delay to which we are enti- 
tled under the laws and the Constitution. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. Speaker, whatever may 
be the restriction in the third paragraph of 
section two of the first article of the Constitu- 


| tion, so far as it is affected by legal construc- 
|| several States must bear in accordance with || 
|| their positions in the census reports. 


tion, what is intended by it seems to be clear. 


| It breaks up time into sections or periods of 


I ask the gentleman || 


ten years each in order that it may be known 
what has been the growth and condition of the 
people during those periods, and that a new 
apportionment may be made of the people’s 
Representatives. Each of these periods or 


| groups of time must contain ten years, and 
\| cannot be claimed legitimately that anything 
| shall be added to either, or that anything 


shall be taken from either. 

This has been the practice and the working 
ever since the first census was taken. ‘The 
enumeration in each case has been made the 
basis of the apportionment, and has been com 
pleted before presentation to Congress. It has 
then been made the basis of apportionment, 
and as each enumeration preceded each appot 


| tionment, of course there must have been the 


same time given to each; that is, ten years to 


| each enumeration and five Congresses to each 


‘} ne two proceeded together . 


apportionment. 
broad a time as 


the enumeration covered as 








the apportionment, and the apportionment cov- 
ered the same time as the enumeration ; and it 
is an anomaly in the history of this matter, it 
is exceptional, that at this a we are asked to 
shorten the apportionment, leaving the enum- | 
eration lengthened out to ten years, so that 
the one laps over the other. They have here- | 
tofore proceeded together, the one as fast as 
the other. 

This has been done by general consent of all 
sections. 
been the same kind of wonderful growth which | 
will be exhibited by this census, and which 
was exhibited by the census of 1860. There 
has been no census taken that has not shown 
some wonderful and startling instanceof growth | 
in the western States ; of some new State that 
has come in and shown a capacity for the future, 
as evidenced by increase in the past, that would 
soon send her ahead of her sister States upon | 
the Atlantic. 


has been continually changing in the same way 
that it will be changed by the census to be taken 
in 1870. This argument is by no means new, 
and could always have been urged to the same 
extent and with the some force as now. Vir- 
ginia, which first ranked number one, has fallen 
down to the fifth place; Massachusetts, from 
the third place to the seventh ; North Carolina, 
from the fifth place to the twelfth ; and Con- 
necticut, from the eighth to the twenty-sixth ; 
while, onthe other hand, with the western States 
the rule has been exemplified in a reversed 
direction. Ohio, which was unknown as a 
populated territory in the old Confederation, 
now ranks as number three in population, or 
did in 1860; while Illinois, an unbroken wil- 
derness in 1790, and possessing only fifty-five 
thousand people in 1820, has passed all her 
rivals in the Kast except New York and Penn- 
sylvania, and stood in 186 fourth in the list. 
Where she will stand in 1890 or 1900 would 
require a seer whose spirit of prophecy needs 
to bestimulated by a vigorous imagination. 

Yet, Mr. Speaker, with all this cae going 
on, and with the West in each census showing 
its advance over and above the East; showing 
at each census that for the previous ten years 
it had been inadequately represented so far as 
numbers went; that for each preceding decade 
it had a large population unrepresented as | 
compared with the numbers in the East, the | 
census has not been taken upon any shifting | 
basis or at any uneven or arbitrarily fixed 
periods, nor has the apportionment been made 
in any different way. Hach enumeration has 
been allowed ten years, and each apportion- 
ment has covered all that the enumeration has 
embraced ; that is, fiveCongresses. It is now 
proposed to change all this, and to apply the 
last apportionment to but four Congresses—the 
Thirty-Eighth, Thirty- Ninth, Fortieth, and the 
present one. ‘The reasons which are given in 
the main are that the increase has been so vast 
that at present we have districts in the West 
whose populations have been doubled and more 
than doubled as compared with corresponding 
districts in the East, and that therefore the 
change should be made. 

Now, sir, as I have said, that is not new, for 
there has never been atime when this same 
argument might not have been urged with the 
same force as now, and never a decade when it 
might not have been urged with the same force 
in the middle as the close of the decade. If 
an apportionment is to be made or an enumer- 
ation taken at any time when it can be shown 
that one section has advanced faster than an- 
other, you may be asked to make them every 
four years, or even oftener; and the argument 
in vtinn to the kind of population, the voting 
poe as compared with the whole popu- 
ation, 1s not new. 

But the plan, Mr. Speaker, that is proposed, 
and by which it is sought to override all that | 
has been done in the past under the Constitu- 
tion, seems to have difficulties that would be 
insuperable to an ordinary mind. Ifthe West 
seeks to take advantage of its greater growth | 








_ and unrepresented. 


All the time since 1790 there has || 


\| 
1] 
| 
Therank of States, as affected by population, 
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over the East, and to make an apportionment 
for next Congress different from that which 


! 
| 
| 
| 


K. 


has prevailed during four Congresses, it makes || 


the demand too late. What it should have done 
was to have given two years ago the notice, 
based on the reason which existed at that time, 
the same as now, that the West was growing 
It should have given the 
notice, and have had the enumeration taken in 


|| the wayin which it has always been taken, and 


allowed the enumeration to be completed, so 
that this present Congress, acting under the 
direction of the last Congress, would go on and 
make the apportionment, and would then give 
the West its increase in proportion to its growth, 
and to the Hast its decrease. This course 
would not have involved any of the difficulties 
that are inevitable under this plan, and which 
come up for the reason that the West has 
delayed moving in this matter up to this time. 

But it seems that this crying evil of want of 
representation according to the population has 
not been felt, and has not been thought enough 
about in the West to secure this movement in 
time. It has only been thought of now and 
urged now, when in the regular course of time, 
and after the ordinary lapse, the census is 
is about to be taken in the old way. 
look at some of the difficulties. The enumer- 
ation under the bill that has already been passed 
by this House cannot be made until June. The 
elections follow thickly after that. Congress 
cannot sit over in order to make the appor- 
tionment upon the basis of the enumeration 
returns. An extra session cannot be called, 
for that is a stumbling-block with the people, 
as it ought to be. What is the first expedient 
provided under this plan by which this diffi- 
culty may be avoided? The power of appor- 
tionment is transferred by this bill to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior. Now, I have not the 
time nor the ability to discuss the legal point 
as to the right of Congress to delegate this 
power to the Secretary of the Interior. Older 
and better lawyers, before this discussion is 
ended, will no doubt do that. i have only 
had my attention called to some of the prac- 
tical difficulties that arise under this bill. And 
if the practical difficulties of the plan are so 
great that it does not appeal to the good sense 
of this House, then we do not come to the 
legal difficulty. 

The bill of the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. 
Jupp,] taken in connection with the bill of 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Paine]— 
and I[ understand that the gentleman from IIli- 
noisin what he has said has practically acknowl- 
edged that the bill of the gentleman from Wis- 
consin will have to be resorted to in order to 
get free from the difficulties that this plan 
involves—these two bills taken together provide 
that the enumeration returns must be completed 
and the Secretary must get his aggregate of 

opulation divided by three ante the num- 
Ger of Representatives fixed, and again divide 
each State’s population by this number, and 
certify the result to each State. But in the 
mean time, Mr. Speaker, as this will not be 
done till late in August, the elections are im- 
pending, the elections at which Congressmen 
are to be chosen. Vermont elects in August ; 
Maine in September; the larger States, Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio, and one or two other western 
States, in October, and the balance early in 
November. 

Now, what does the plan provide as it is 
definitively stated in the bill of the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. Paine?] How does it 
provide for obviating this difficulty? The Sec- 
retary must hurry up his certificate, must send 
it to each State before these elections, because 
it is at these elections that Congressmen are 
to be chosen for the Forty-Second Congress. 
If this is not done the elections must go on 
under the old apportionment. 

This plan has not gone to the broad extent of 
authorizing the Secretary—it is a wonder that it 
has not—to cut and carve in the different States 
and redistrict them; but it is provided that 
where a State gains any representation, accord- 


Let us | 





| 


| 


| 





| 
| 
| 





J anuary 17, 


ing to the figuring of the Secretary of the 
terior, he shall certify that to each of th 
States that are holding these elections only , 
few days afterward. And those States a“ i 
roceed on a general ticket and elect for the 
“orty-Second Congress all the members gained 
in the new apportionment. But here jg , 
practical difficulty, Mr. Speaker, that legis;. 
mately is found in the way. The system in 
every State of nomination of candidates , 
just as firmly fixed upon practically as our lay. 
ae elections. 
n each district where a member is electe; 
there are at least two candidates nominated }y 
the opposing parties, and those nominations ay. 
made long before, sometimes months before 
the day of election. Now, have the gentlo. 
men who have framed these bills, and who haye 
resorted to these expedients for getting out of 
difficulties, and who have provided for the elec. 
tion of the increased number of members of 
Congress by general ticket, considered how the 
nominees on general ticket are to be presented 
to the people? That certainly is a practica| 
difficulty. The old districts will take care of 
themselves, for their nominations will be made 
during the summer and before the Secretary 
certifies. But if Illinois is to gain three mem. 
bers, and Indiana two, and Ohio one, and 
Kansas two, how are thoseadditional members 
to be nominated? How are they to be placed 
before the people? The certificate of the Sec. 
retary will be received so late that there wil! 
be no time for any convention to be held—and 
it must be a State convention—in order to 
nominate candidates at large. 

Some States have already made their nomin- 
ations for the fall election. In Indiana, where 
if our Democratic friends do not vote to-day 
for Andrew Jackson they have some respect 
for his memory, their convention was holden 
on the 8th day of January, their nominations 
made, and they have gone home resolved to 
elect their ticket. It may be said that Con- 
gress has nothing to do with caucuses and con- 
ventions ; but practically every member knows 
that he has to do with caucuses and conven- 
tions, and cannot avoid them. 

But, sir, in addition to these gains of mem. 
bers, { think it will be found upon figuring— 
and the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Jupp] 
admits it—that certain States will lose. He 
stated, I believe, that two States might lose: 
and I think the figuring of the gentleman from 
Wisconsin [Mr. Franti shows that. Now, ex- 
pedient number two in this bill, in order to get 
out of that difficulty, is that the States which 
lose—that Massachusetts, if she loses, and 
Rhode Island, if she loses—shall be allowed 
the same representation in the Forty-Second 
Congress that they have in the Forty-First 
Congress, which is in direct contravention of 
the principle and the enunciation of the Con- 
stitution that representation shall be appor- 
tioned according to population. That is a dif 
ficulty which the plan involves, and there is no 
way of egress from it except to provide this 
expedient number two. All this trouble, all 
this crookedness, all this resort to expedients 
for the purpose of getting out of the corners 
and holes that this bill leaves its projectors in, 
is simply for the purpose of hastening by two 
years what is sure to come to the West in the 
natural course of events. The West seeks here 
to array one interest against another, and argu- 
ments are brought forward, and must needs be 
brought ional upon the other side, tending 
to array one section against another, tending 
to excite the prejudice of one section agains! 
another, simply to accelerate by two years what 
is sure to come to the West. 

But, Mr. Speaker, there is a feature of this 
plan that seeks to render it in some degree 
acceptable to the East in the increase that 
is given in the number of members from two 
hundred and forty-three, as found in the pres: 
ent House, to three hundred, as provided by 
the bill of the gentleman from Wisconsin, 
[Mr. Paine, ] mak it has been or will be shown 
that no eastern State will lose a member o! 
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Congress excepting perhaps Massachusetts or 
yngress, excep as 

Island, in a House containing three 
j members instead of two hundred and 


Rhode 
hundree 
forty-three. init . 
Now, I look upon this as a more important 
estion than the other. It is amore important 
 estion What the number of the House of Rep- 
veontatives shall be for the next ten years 
san whether the apportionment - apply : 
next Congress. It is supposed that 1t wil 
= K aaa to the East because no eastern 
cy a whit lose a member. But this argument 
ve for nothing; for though the East may 
absolutely lose, yet relatively she will lose 
that the West gains. If the additional fifty- 
seven members will be gained in the West en- 
‘voly, it is of no practical account to the East 
at 1 can see whether the majority against her 
chall be in a vote of three hundred or a vote 
¢ two hundred and forty-three; and really 
‘- expedient comes down simply to this: that 





basis of three hundred is fixed for the pur- | 


se of keeping certain men in Congress, or, 

rhaps, 1 

se of keeping a certain number of members 
sf Congress from given States. Now, Ido not 
deem that as of any particular importance. 


hat the State of Maine shall continue to have | 


sve members, or the State of Massachusetts ten 
members, or New Hampshire three members, is 
f yery slight importance compared with the 
eneral consideration of what is the evident 
and proper number of the House of Represent- 
atives of the Congress of the United States. 

I believe that a body of men two hundred 
and forty-three or two hundred and fifty in 


not so much for that as for the pur- | 


number is a better legislative body to transact | 


he business that comes before Congress than 
a larger number, better than three hundred. 
it works better practically. 
Legislatures—and some of them hold long ses- 
ions and have vast interests to attend to—are 
maller in the numbers of the lower house, 
ith, I believe, the exception of New Hamp- 
shire. Massachusetts comes nearly to the num- 


All of our State || 


her of this House, but its lower house has been | 


reduced to the present point from its old num- 
her. which was not found to work well. 

here are no instances in this country or 
elsewhere that tend to make us believe that « 


larger house makes a better legislative body. | 


lfany member has looked into European pre- 
cedents he will have found that there is noth- 
ing there that is analogous to it or that can 
guide us in the legislative bodies of the differ- 
ent kingdoms and empires and principalities 


of Europe, with the exception, it may be, of the | 
British House of Commons. The operation has | 


there been, as noticed by every one who has 
observed that body, that the inevitable evil of 
absenteeism has grown out of large numbers. 
The number of the British House of Commons, 
I believe is 648. 


But it is known to every || 


member of that body and to every looker-on | 
that the result of that great number is that but | 


a few men are constantly in attendance, and 
that the rank and file of the House of Com- 
mons are never found in their places partici- 


pating in the business of the house, and are || 


only brought in by party whips when there is | 


a party division on some subject which is made 
a test question. 


In the American House of Representatives | 


the rule has heretofore been different. The 
rule has been that every member, as a general 


thing, is in his place attending to the business | 


of his constituents and of the country: his ab- 
sence is the exception. I never want to see 
the day when the American House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be so increased in number that 
this evil of absenteeism shall obtain here, and 
it always grows up with increased numbers. 
Jut it is said that the country is growing ; 
that there are more and vaster interests that 
need to be eared for than heretofore. 


; Let us 
examine that point. 


The original House of 


Representatives was very small, and increased | 


gradually up to the year 1850, when for the first 
time the number otf Representatives was fixed 


} 


| afterward to be fixed by dividing the entire pop- 
| ulation of the States by the number 233. 


the districts in regard to population was there- 


n 
1860 that rule gave to each district a population 
of something over one hundred and twenty-six 
thousand. ; 

In 1860 a new census was taken and a new 
apportionment made. In the mean time, from 
1850 to 1860, the population of the country had 
increased 8,225,454. That was a vast increase 
of population, and there was also a corre 
sponding increase of wealth and of material in- 
terests requiring the care and attention of Con- 
gress; and yet, although the same argument 
could have been made then that is: made now 


| in regard to the increase of wealth and popula- 


tion, the Congress of 1860 when it came to 


| make the apportionment of representation did 
| not deem it advisable to materially increase 


| resentatives. 








the number of members of the House of Rep- 
It adhered to the old number 
fixed by the law of 1850, except that for frac- 


| tional quotas of population the rule was made 
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ber operate, as I have said, to cause a growth 
of the evil of absenteeism? Members will find 
that in consequence of the great number con 
stituting the House not so much will be ex- 
pected of any one man, and therefore they will 
neglect their duty. Thus we shall have the 
spectacle which is presented ia legislative bodies 
abroad, but which never has been presented in 
the American House of Represeatatives, of 
members systematically absenting themselve 
from the House and leaving the work to be 
done by a few. 

These, Mr. Speaker, are some of the practi 
cal difficulties which have occurred to me from 


| an examination of the subject, which it must 


be evident to all has not been profound. But 
these difficulties have presented themselves to 
my mind, and they seem to me to be so insu 
perable, while the object to be gained is so in- 


|| adequate, that it appears to me to border upon 


flexible, as all good rules can be made, and | 


ten were added to the House, making the en- 
tire number 243. We have, therefore, the 
judgment of Congress in 1850 and also in 1860, 
with an increase of population of over eight mil- 
lions, that no additional number of Represent- 


atives are needed here in the House of Repre- | 
| sentatives. 


And there is another thing to be taken into 
consideration. Since the year 1860, when the 


number of this House was fixed at two hundred | 


and forty-three, great events have taken place, 
weighty legislation has been required and 
passed upon; there has been a gigantic war to 
be conducted by the Government, and Con- 
gress has been called upon to legislate to pro- 
vide means for prosecuting it. 
and reconstruction have been absorbing ques- 
tions that have occupied the minds of all the 
members of Congress, questions as vast and 
important as can ever come before Congress. 
But upon the whole, as we believe, legislation 
during the last ten years has been good and 
beneficent ; yet during all this time this national 


legislation has been accomplished with ten | 


States, having fifty Representatives, practically 
out of the Union. 
1860 to 1870 the legislation of Congress has 
been done with a House of but one hundred 
and ninety to two hundred members. 

And besides this, I find that although pop- 
ulation has increased, and wealth has increased, 
and weighty subjects of legislation have in- 
creased, we have not required longer sessions 
to do the work than formerly. In the decade 
from 1860 to 1870 but one long session of Con- 
gress has reached into the month of August. 
From 1850 to 1860 the long session reached 
three times into the month of August and once 
into the month of September; and from 1840 
to 1850 it reached three times into the month 
of August. This would seem to indicate that 


| if labor has increased the capacity for perform- 


ing labor has also increased. It does not show 
the need of any larger number of members to 
do the legislative business than there has been 
for the last thirty years. 

Besides, sir, coming here as a new member, 
I find that nearly all important work is elabor- 
ated and presented to the House by commit- 
tees. If you increase the number of members 
to three hundred where are you going to find 
committee work for your additional members? 
I judge it to be the sentiment of members that 
the committees are large enough at present, 
and at this session the Speaker of the House 
has found it necessary, when additional States 
have come in, to increase the number of mem- 
bers on some of the committees. I believe the 
general remark has been that this increase is 
operating as a burden rather than a help to the 
progress of business. But when you come to 
have more than fifty additional members on the 
floor of this House where shall they be sent? 
What work can they do? What fitting niche 


The currency 


During the decade from | 


4 t t 28 will those members find where they can work | 3 
at 233 by the act of May 3, 1850. The sizeof || to advantage? Will not this increased num- | against the final passage of the bill as ame nded. 


absurdity to urge either of the points covered 


| by this bill—either that the new apportionment 


shall take effect with reference to the Forty- 
Second Congress, or that an attempt shall be 
made to allow the East to hold its present 
number of members while the aggregate ot 
members of the House is increased. As I 
have said, if the latter arrangement be adopted 
the majority against the East will be as great 
as otherwise. The West will have the same 
power with an apportionment of three hun- 
dred members as ike will bave if two hundred 
and forty-three be continued as the aggregate. 
The consideration that particular States will 
maintain the number of their Representatives. 
seeing that those numbers will be overshad- 
owed by the increased numbers from the 
| West, will be of no account. I see no wit in 
the East attempting to stand against the West 
so far as numbers and power go. The polit- 
ical power of this Union is surely settling and 
centralizing in the West, and we in the East 
may as well admit it. If we attempt to op- 
pose 1t we are opposing a current stronger 
than Niagara. 
There are some things which it is useless for 
men to attempt; there are some lessons that 
have been taught us which it would be folly to 
attempt to ignore. We may as well submit to 
inevittble law; there are in the past event 
which no man seeks to swim against. That 
this is a day of general freedom throughout th: 
land, freedom of speech and of person, no one 
denies. That the day has come for complete 
reconstruction, and that we should not any 
longer hold out States, but should receive them 
and make the best of them, seems to be admit 
ted even on this side of the House; that the 
day has come when the national honor and 
faith shall be kept seems to be admitted upon 
the other side of the House; and that the day 
has come when the power of this Republic so 
far as it can be estimated by numbers shall 
settle in the West may as well be admitted in 
the East now as hereafter. As I have said, it 
| seems to me of little importance whether the 
eastern States hold their present numbers 

| absolutely when the majority is surely in the 
West, and when we must rely upon the good 
faith and good sense of the West in matters of 
legislation. 

Mr. CLARKE obtained the floor, and said : 
I am willing to yield for a few moments to sev- 
eral gentlemen who desire to introduce bills, 

| &c., by unanimous consent, 
WESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD 

Mr. AXTELL, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 860) relating to the 
Western Pacific railroad; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Pacific Railroad. 

ADMISSION OF VIRGINIA. 

Mr. JULIAN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid 
ably absent on Friday last when the vote was 
taken on the bill for the admission of Virginia. 
I desire to say that if I had been here I would 
have recorded my vote against the substitute of 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. BincuaM, | and 
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PAYMENT OF INVALID PENSIONS. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. 


I ask unanimous con- | 


| 


sent of the House to report a bill from the | 


Committee on Invalid Pensions in regard to 
the manner of paying pensions, and I will say 
to the gentleman from Kansas that it is not my 
purpose to have the measure considered at this 
time. -If there be objection, I shall move to 
suspen the rules. Members will permit me 
to say that unless we can pass this bill within 
a few days it will not apply to the next semi- 
annual payment of pensions. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I object. 

Mr. CLARKE. I cannot yield the floor to 
the gentleman if his proposition takes ap much 
time. Ifthe yeas ol nays are not to be called 


the elements of wealth and power than any |, 


other State of the Federal Union. 

This bill is of vital importance to the people 
of Kansas; but not more so to them han to 
many millions of the people of this country. 


Here in this Hall more thanin any other branch | 


| of this Government the voice of the people is 


| more directly expressed through their Repre- | 


| rectly 


' 
} 
i} 
| 
i} 
| 


I will yield to the gentleman from Missouri; | 


but on no other condition. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
rules. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. If it be the design of 
the gentleman from Missouri to allow discus- 
sion on this bill Iwill not insist on my objec- 
tion. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. My design is to make 
the report previous to the adjournment, so that 
it may go over for consideration till to-morrow. 
I do not propose to cut off discussion, but to 
allow the gentleman and others a reasonable 
time to be heard on the question. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. In that view of the case 
I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. CREBS. I renew the objection. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of allowing me to submit 
the report I have indicated from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. CREBS. lI call for the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. CLARKE. Inasmuch as the regular 
order of business has been called for itis out 
of my power to yield to the gentleman from 
Missouri for the purpose of moving to suspend 
the rules. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. This is Monday; and 
the gentleman can yield to me for the purpose 
of moving to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that no motion to suspend the rules can be 
made while another bill is pending before the 
llouse. The gentleman from Ksnsas has the 
tloor and will proceed with his speech. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. GoruaM, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that that body had passed bills of the House of 
the following titles, without amendment : 

An act (IL. R. No. 238) relating to retired 
officers of the Army; and 

An act (If. R. No. 790) repealing so much 
of the act of August 8, 1846, as declared the 
les Moines river, in'the then Territory of lowa, 
a public highway. 

The message further announced that the 
Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 383) to renew 
and continue in force the charter of the Po- 
tomac Insurance Company of Georgetown, 
Districtof Columbia; in which the concurrence 
of the House was requested. 


APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, the motion 
submitted by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
Jupp] is one of the most important that could 

vossibly occupy the attention of this body. 
lhe bill he has introduced merely gives force 
and effect to the provisions of the Constitution 
which fully guaranties the sacred right of equal 
representation upon this floor of every Ameri- 
can citizen within the borders of the Republic. 
I shall support it not only as a high constitu- 
tional duty, but as a measure of right and 
justice to the people and of sound public policy. 
In the limited debate upon the census bill I 
was unable to give as fully as I desired the rea- 
sons why a new apportionment should be made 
before the election of the Forty-Second Con- 
gress. I speak now, sir, not only for myself, 
but for a constituency of nearly half a million. 
and for a State more rapidly developing in all 


I move to suspend the | 








sentatives and the public judgment more cor- 
ronounced. Here it is that the repub- 
lican theory of our system is best exemplified 
and its abuses most quickly corrected. This 
House, in the manner of its election and organ- 
ization and in its direct responsibility to the peo- 
ple once in two years, has none of the elements 
of the aristocratic body which sits at the other 
end of this Capitol, far removed from the peo- 
ple, and whose members are answerable only to 
States of unequal population and power. It 
has been said by one of the historians of the 
representative system of England ‘‘ that great 
principle of the constitution cannot be too often 
nor too deeply impressed, that the privileges of 
the House of Commons are the rights of the 
people not less than their very lands and goods. 
So under our theory and form of government 
the voice of this House should always reflect 
the sentiments of those whose agents we are, 
and our action here should always express the 
aggregate public judgment of the whole body 
of the people. A member of the United States 
House of Representatives is only the servant of 
his constituents, and his highest loyalty should 
be to them and to the Constitution under which 
we live. If there be a member of this body who 
conceives that he has asingle right superior to 
the humblest of his constituents, then he con- 
travenes in his personal opinions the very theory 
of our Government, and has no business here. 
And, sir, so far as we exercise the power now 
vested in us to deny to the ten million people 
in this country the right of representation in 
this body which has accrued to them by the 
events of the war and the fourteenth and fif- 
teenth amendments to the Constitution and by 
the Constitution itself, so far we usurp a power 
which does not belongto us and trample upon 
the most vital principles of our republican sys- 
tem. Wecan misuse our power in the Con- 
gress of to-day, but not so in the Congress of 
to-morrow. 

Lord Bacon once said to the Earl of Mid- 
dlesex, ‘‘ between jest and earnest, that he 
would recommend to his Lordship, and in him 
to all other great officers of the Crown, one con- 
siderable rule to be carefully observed, which 
was toremembera Parliament will come!’’ Sir, 
in this country we find a more potent warning 
than this in the spirit of the Constitution, 
which unmistakably bids us take note of the 
rights of these unrepresented millions. It was 
said the other day by the distinguished gen- 
tleman from Michigan [Mr. Buarr,] who sits 
in front of me, that the population of the 
country is continually changing, and that in- 
ee in representation will always exist. 
This is true to some extent, but not for the 
reasons which are potent at this moment. The 
progress of our population and civilization 
westward and other causes make the numer- 
ical basis of representation unequal as our 
established decades run on. But this is un- 
avoidable. The condition of things which 
makes it the duty of Congress to provide for 
a reapportionment now, grows out of the con- 
stitutional amendments to which I have re- 
ferred. The people have seen fit, in the in- 
terest of human rights, to change their own 
Constitution, and they now demand the benefits 
of that change in the exercise of the increased 
representative power guarantied to them ; and 
I assert, with all due deference to the judgment 
of this House, that we have no constitutional 
or moral right to refuse the demand. If it be 
said that the Constitution will be violated by 
the action we propose, I answer by the language 
of the instrument itself : 


**Representatives and direct taxes shall be 4 
portioned among the several States which may b 
included within this Union according to their 
respective numbers.” ee —— 


| the United States, and within every subse 
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_ that the enumeration shall be made at the ¢, 
/mencement, at any particular period wit} 
_ or at the end of the decade of ten years, It i. 





‘, 


Ser 





*‘The actual enumeration shall be made 


three years after the first meeting of the Con rentin 


fress of 


of ten years, in such manner as they shall weer 
: Ww 


direct.”’ 


It will be seen by this the requirement js not 


»m- 
lin, 


not possible to put this construction upon it 
It is simply an absolute requirement that the 
enumeration shall be made within the an, 
and all else is leftto the wisdom and disere;,” 
of Congress. 1 have examined with caro Mr. 
Madison’s reports of the debatesin the Feder. 
Convention, and I find that all the Proposition. 
and resolutions of that body only contemplate,| 
that the enumeration should be made “ jpi#),;, 
the term of every ten years.’’ This is the |g). 
guage uniformly used in all the proceedings o/ 
the Convention which framed the Constitutioy, 

But, sir, it may be said that the usage o/ 
Congress has been to make the apportionme,, 
at regular intervals of ten years, and that it ;. 
unsafe and irregular to depart from the prec 
dent that has been thus established. hp 
answer to this I have already given in alludiy, 
to the changed condition of the country by the 
events of the late civil war and the constity. 
tional amendments. I answer further, that j; 
is never unsafe in legislation to be just to the 
people, to do right, and to obey the letter and 
spirit of the Constitution. 

The statement which has been made upon 
this floor that from six to ten million people 
have been added to the basis of our repre. 
sentative population by changes in our organic 
laws, both national and State, and by other 
causes, has not been, and cannot be, sue. 
cessfully denied. That the present appor-. 
tionment is notoriously inapplicable to the 
location of this increased population is also 
undeniably true. That it is the duty of Con. 
gress to harmonize these great inequalities, if 
their existence be acknowledged, may be de 
nied, it is true, for the sake of retaining tem 
porary power, but not in accordance with the 
facts, the interests of the people, or of good gov 
ernment, or of cordiality of feeling between the 
several States. The inauguration of universa| 
suffrage ought to inaugurate in our system the 
period of universal good will in all sections of 
the Federal Union. It ought to banish jeal- 
ousies of every sort and kind, assuage as far 
as possible the bitterness of our unfortunate 
civil strife, and place on the basis of perfect 
individual and political equality in this Hall 
the rights of every loyal American citizen with- 
out regard to race or color. To delay this 
grand consummation for three years not only 
denies to the people that which justly belongs 
to them, but, I fear, will be construed as an 
indisposition on the part of this branch of Con 
gress to be the faithful exponent of popular 
rights. 

Sir, I have alluded to the disproportionate 
basis of representation as it exists in the several! 
districts at this time. An examination of the 
facts, as shown by the results of the last elec: 
tion, both by congressional districts and by 
States, will illustrate this great disparity of 
representative power in this House under the 
present apportionment, and the pressing neces 
sity of its immediate equalization. Take, for 
instance, ten of the larger congressional dis- 
tricts of the western States, as follows: 
Congressional districts. Total vote. 


First district, California 
Fourth district, Lowa... 
First district, Mimnesota.. 
Sixth district, Michigan...... 
Second district, California 
Fifth district, Wisconsin. 
Seventh district, Lllinois 














Tenth district, [linois = 38,511 
pe ae ve Gayl 
Total, ten districts...........cccccccesecseereeee 093,41 


Here we have an aggregate of 383,471 votes 
in ten of the larger districts of the West, being 
an average of 38,347 votes to each district. Now, 
let us take the same number of the smaller 
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mre ssional districts. Total vote. 
Ww 








et district, Rhode Re SS ccasinvestdiumins stews {O779 
Meee Tat riGt, FRNOGS LEIBNG ..- sciences socpcecessee geese 12,075 
Me siatTit, MBMBECRUSSEEE = .0054-2..-00--5-,eceesees 16,525 
wh district, Massachusetts..............cssceeeeeree 19,014 
vepteenth district, Pennsylvania...........000 23,196 
vonth istrict, PEMNSVIVANIA.......0sceereeseeees 22,202 

see dg district, West Virgimia........secescereeees 15,667 
rd district, West Vi sic seca nkttcestcd 11,019 

heh qdistridt. MasSAaChUsetts......cceecceerereeeers 19,231 
| district, V@TUMOMtwss.-.sseeceseerseessesenreevenees 15,442 
fotal, ten Pieteietei 5. cai Giladbnieunitidh 161,246 





1, these districts we have an aggregate vote 
ly of 161,246, which gives only 16,124 votes 
~ Sach district as against 38,847 in each of 
o ten western districts to which I have called 
tention. Is this the kind of equality of+polit- | 
al power in this Government which gentle- | 
on of the eastern States desire to accord to 
sof the West? Is this the kind of entertain- 
»ept to which we are to be invited for the next 
bree years on the floor of this House in this | 
‘owernment of law, of equal rights, and of | 
esact justice? Is this the policy you propose 
pursue under your amended Constitution? 
-this the measure of right you have to offer 
those who carry the banners of our civiliza- 
in and fight on the skirmish line? Is this the 
eycouragement you give to those who come to 
.sfrom other lands; those in our mountain 
-egions of mineral wealth ; those on our great 
rich prairies who are the real architects of our 
vast material power, and to those who float the 
commerce of our great rivers and lakes and 
bring to your markets the products of our 
mines, our forests, and our soil? Is this the 
nirit that should be shown to States and peo- 
oles who belong to a common Univun,who fight 
nder a common flag, and contribute toacom- | 
mon welfare? Is this the highest exhibition of | 
republican equality that can be given to the 
people whose servants we are, whose rights we 
hould respect, and whose mandates we should 
bey? 
But this is not all. 
tricts had an equal representation with the ten 
nall districts, on the basis of one for every 
16,124 votes, they would now have twenty-three 
nembers in this House to plead for the modi- 
fication of the tariff on the common articles of 
fe, to vote for the reduction of internal taxa- 
ion, to break up the monopoly of banking 
privileges at the East, to demand for the new 


sections of the country a fair share of the ap- || . 


propriations for public improvements, and to || 
protest by voice and vote against every species || 


| enterprise or life. 


The consequence is that not 


| more than three quarters of the legal voters 
| went to the polls, while the unprecedented large 


immigration of the spring and summer was 


| excluded by the provision of the State consti- 


tution which requires six months’ residence to 
constitute avoter. It cannot be doubted, there- 
tore, that there were at least sixty thousand 
men in the State who were of the proper age 
to vote at that time. Since then the increase 
of population has been enormous, and I will 
not undertake to estimate the vote that would 
be cast now with a contest between the two 


| political parties for the supremacy. 


If these ten large dis- || 





f class legislation. And, sir, what is true of | 
these ten districts is still better illustrated by 
the condition of my own State, which is the 
largest single district represented here, and by 
the west district of Rhode Island. The vote 
f Kansas atthe last election was 45,000, while 
only 6,775. On this basis Kansas would be 
entitled to sevem members in this Congress 
were she awarded the same privileges here now 
enjoyed by the State of Rhode Island. With 
these glaring facts before us I can understand 
the policy but not the justice of resisting a 
reapportionment of the country at this time. 
lake another view of this question. In the 


districts represented by the gentleman from 
thode Island, (Mr. Dixoy,] the 


en n 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Bur ‘i vr 
gentleman from, Miassachusett . 

ron, ] there wer® cast ste lat 

42,314 votes ; while with its one Rep- | 
resentative, cast an excess of nearly 3,000 votes 
over o entire vote of the three districts I have 
hamed, 
made do not do full justice to Kansas. In that | 
State we have a Democratic party hopelessly | 
in the minority, and which, since its achieve- 
ments in forming the Lecompton constitution 
ind in exemplifying the traditional policy of | 
‘hat party in the art of voting at Oxford and | 
Kickapoo, has given but a few feeble signs of 
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Kansas, 





| 
the vote of the west Rhode Island district was ? 
' 


ection only || 






But even the comparisons I have I 


| States we shall find that the same inequalities 
| exist as between congressional districts. 


lf we compare the vote for President by 


The 
States of Kansas, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, 
Illinois, and California voted in the aggregate 
for President 1,002,726 votes, and are repre- 
sented by twenty-nine members of Congress. 
The States of New York and Massachusetts 
voted atthe same election only 1,045,677 votes, | 
and are represented by forty-one members of | 
Congress. LHlinois, with avote of 449,456, has 
only eleven members ; and Massachusetts, with | 
a vote of 195,911, hasten. The six New Kng- | 
land States, with Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
and West Virginia added, voted 1,411,514 
votes, having fifty-nine members here ; but the 
1,406,258 voters in California, Kansas, Wis- 
consin, Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana 
have but forty members, though of equal pop- 
ulation and of more than equal producing 
agricultural capacity and other resources. 
give the figures im detail : 

WESTERN STATES. 


Total vote 


States, L868, 
Of EE er Kancet (ub ebchtbaugetided 108,670 
NI ack wc histinw ticchiabdaiellphllio ds 6d bdadenienticahaah 45,000 
ii iieiieall ocen ete eatisamimninnnintindelted 71,614 
MTT ncsiiceksstatntacnhivgeies’s teh ncarcarenmeateunsiagve 193,567 
PARE a atid sicets dhe bcldantiiecdnss usccersbebeudidees +€s deine 194,439 
ERNE icschaedsss aeaee ctidbdseakidbah Idbasaauhtdateast 449,936 
BR isthterenttligihcnteeweinbeinestetniet iliac 343,532. | 

PUM ce weve 1,406,258 | 
FASTERN AND MIDDLE STATES. 
Total vote 

States. 1861. | 
mI OR ideo ss deck tbe sed ddan hehsambeviacaecbanedes 112,822 | 
N Oe, ROADS RINC «2.0.22. 00ssessietscoseesesesseconnees 69,426 
I a iiss eee see ohceenmidbeioal 56,212 
PIII, «0c 20. ccere seocenecars 195,911 


Rhode Island................... 
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Connecticut. .........0.sccsseceees 99,325 
EIT versace manieiauemmadents 645,662 
New . IEEE cosiue casnessvesns inidedune taseeueaiaedn 163,284 
WOR Mads sche s ici. Shisdtecsibe ob. hes 49,33" 

a cna enacaenisiaiee tine aaiie ee Fe 


Mr. Speaker, having shown the pressing 
necessity, based upon the most apparent facts, 
of making a reapportionment for the election 
of the Forty-Second Congress, I now desire to 
say that I am in favor of increasing the number 
of the members of this House for the next Con- 
gress to three hundred at least. Indeed, I 
would make the number still larger if it were 
in my power to do so, and for reasons which it 


|| seems to me are worthy of consideration in the 


decision of this important question. The ag- 
gregate population by decades, upon which our 
representation has been based from 1790 up to 


1860, is shown as follows: 

GUE Vieccletattensndeskg scccnthccosesodeCotdthen-dininawededh 3,929,827 
BEA cdc Sab Stxukkkuita hkwboces ddsasttnadbsdiche taadadhe 5,305,037 
Be itiincscleteharbiighhathcaheeceunia duties 7,200,814 
Eee senpieiisindeitinsiienssaplanaitladetaai 9,638, 191 
attacks Redeveueantann ateniteh cecesnetontony 12,866,020 
ie liiathtdondibdenecdadedvecdcuhedichdesdddiced 17,069, 458 
Se acinqiitesenceqedsidemescirysinstaniats 23,191,876 
Beiter ttnseerescniinidel nadmactiaiiiadiaie 31,445,080 


1870, as 


| estimated by the best authorities, will amount 








|| to over forty millions. 


I now give by decades the numerical basis 
for a single Representative since 1790, and the 
whole number, as follows: 

Date of appor- 


Whole number of Ratio for a single 








tionment, Representatives. Representative. 
Siiicia hee -tnsstin haivi 105 -o2d, 000 
Sl knsncnsetgititiestidelies Di ipiawriaesanl 33,000 
FECA: cosine SoC aocentenee sesecceeed) OOO 
| ERT RE TS A: - wate Sci dancaeteds 40,000 
1832 240. «47, 700 
1842 ssn Alicia padi scsi ciate 
1850... totes ci etaan tae 
POR as ed ki + ETT eee 126,825 


By this it will be seen that the basis of rep- 
resentation has increased from 33,000 in 1792, 
when the first enumeration was had, to 126,82% 
under the enumeration of 1860; and that the 
number of members of this House has increased 
during the same period from 105 to 241. In 
| order to show this progress of our represent 

ative systefn in detail I have carefally prepared 
the following table, exhibiting the number of 


i || members from each State as authorized by 


| . . 
| the various acts of Congress passed within the 
period of each decade : 


Table showing the number of Representatives apportioned in each State since 1792. 


1832. | 








j States. 1792. | 1802. | 1811. | 1822. 18-42. | 1850. | 1860. 
| Maine ........... secssnebeencess seesereercnceseesceanescesee sare gieege senses “2 - 7 8 7 6 5 
i WSU RIIIRMTIING!,.” <<. .55.- -cacesccpussecc weieunanenstqntendbdonedoesheoebesens i 6 6 9 { 3 3 
WII IE 1s. i Rbk .dcuichhdcwecddes sdat'seta duns sdsvaduneaiEtbcadagebvaeiees 2 f 6 oD { 3 3 
No a 455, «dated och ae pddovdadinas dbtbiddinbactiadioninere $4 14 ] 7 20 1% 12 10 i 10 
PRA BNI cy 8 Ssane 040sd hnansenis 140ib i petion apnsaduancpbatsglanoea 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 
BRE TL Fai st lp cat rece eo i i 7 0 & 4 = | 4 
BONE EE chant Ra chicvctdedlcicdhbintsctecbekbdatas List obigs Abiliswateotin 10 17 27 34 $0 34 33 31 
a. 8 sida, ca dune dn 'beshcdncacibea bad vane siegeduanens qitdsashoteetel 5 6 6 6 6 5 5 5 
OS EE RE SE 3 18 pa} 26 28 24 25 24 
IS oo cn int Cen ty ke tet er oecammasopaenceimensh 1 ] 2 1 1 ] 1) 1 
INL S255, ak LUA elibeaehnh den hgh ddadlesescucda idea devivens § o 9 9} 8 5 6 5 
Virginia, aL ela ale hk ad Ftd china 19 22 23 au 21 15 13 ik 
ROKER CAARONIR 50 0000504-0000000 <ovonerepproerscneceneneresesenteananenseenessecens 10} 12} 8) 13 3 9 sf 7 
ae 4 OE). carcseac ae ngatnegansas unersssuscemindacsooouts b ) 9 9 % i 6 4 
BIEL, cd \alsddenhssttbriddncchetnbodetichiel. vuvesossebetastods i ilctieoes 2 4 6 i y s s j 
I be hvcaeacahen tein ohhh ska de ~nd dati h bd echeine -earwes tine . . = - -_ 1 1 
BISDAME.........00-c0rcsersoncossreeenenes hans hideh s Sernnnanney eenmlimseqesntd - - 2 3 i 7 6 
Mississippi ...........-scececsssesrcesesseccecseecossesesenserescnarensersnes al aytil 1 2 5 5 
i a tak, al cata lil ceneeeatlclen sunannbadoes . - 3 5 { 4 
PR ncniitidleinint tis tdtibin vidal hdndee tacke tas tnthdan capes abelictiniidbis seenk i - - - : 1 2 3 
Tennessee . 3 6 9 13 11} 10) 8 
Kentucky. 2 6 10 12 | 13 10 | 10 9 
SII ile 5, ot nacht ntetitthedsheseniqnedanghotataa.ah ketehiihs dibkanabeleateadhine - - 6 14 19 21 | 2 19 
i cicisgeese4eqidedorduvidodnd osha Riphal ete Vasabdhia sh candidal ctensd ms om tei 3 | 6 
ia nie tid eencisenelt tei ccediaaileaaaihinds elit Rilakbibebllbecians }  - - . 3 7 10} Wj 
Since atrncisiensinenindnmnenntteliciant abimeadinetes ey: . 1; 3| 2 9) 14 
Wisconsin rs : - - - - | $8 6 
Minnesota - : es y 
ON Bree cccesceccccccccesce - « _ - | 2 6 
I es oi ct ichemeataaniastinltst han eltnielte taedndaciadien tatiitaliadinhesteow' - 1 2 ) 7 
BIBRBy 2» -ccoesssrerecscccrcensrerersecneesercnereereessceesens cessneconenasecene cesses - . 
ES sin .ccnadcedsdniedetnibbntndotekvinshecssdiminiibanibdiaiuaedaaddssesgevts Bi 4 - - - - 2 
ORI iitesscunndienaeuetinssisiatiintebinetes sigdbtilbtacndiaiaa ted - - - - - 
DT, MII tis <n scnainsannséaticasetenmien: setdieinmpenmiaasenis diane cilities - | - - - ° 
i INT T--ancscn nai cacuisdngendidencdatenalpoannnblenciuiansader taal } - ah “ a tia i 
TORE -acnsinsssntinicapceliuiasitinaneenipiiianiains - | 105] 141} 181} 212) 240) 223) 2A) 24l 
' } ES oe " _ 
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This exhibit of the representation of the 
States in this House for more than eighty years 
develops some interesting points of observa- 
tion. It will be seen to what a large degree 
the leading slave States managed to retain the 
preponderance of power in this body, At the 
commencement Virginia had nineteen mem- 
bers, and as early as 1802 she had twenty-two, 
being double the number to which she is now 
entitled. She maintained this large prepon- 
derance till 1882. North Carolina had ten 
tnembersatthe commencement, and for twenty 
years. from 1811 to 1882, she had as high as 
‘hirteen members, while under the present ap- 
portionment she has only seven. Kentucky 
had ten members as early as 1811, as high as 
thirteen in 1832, and is now represented by 
nine. Maryland had three more members in 
1792 than she has now. In 1811 Pennsylva- 
nia, with 810,091 population, had twenty-three 
members; only one less than she has in this 
Congress with a population of 2,906,115. The 
number of members from New York grad- 
ually increased from ten in 1792 to forty in 
1832, and has since declined to thirty-one. 
Ohio had the same number of members in 1832 
that she hasin this Congress, and Rhode Island, 
more fortunate than the new States, has num- 
bered her Congressmen by the figure two since 
the foundation of the Government. New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, and South 
Carolina, all had larger delegations in 1792 
than during the present decade. Had it not 
been for the sensitiveness of the slave States 
and the struggle to maintain the equilibrium 
of political power between the North and the 
South, regardless of everything else butslavery, 
I believe this House would have increased with 
the growth of the country, and perhaps been 
a8 numerous now as the English House of 
Commons. As the shackles have fallen from 
the limbs of the slave amid the horrors of a 
bloody civil conflict, so let us forget all the 
eachings of the slave-masters, so successfully 
indoctrinated into the whole policy of the Gov- 
ernment, and make this grand structure what 
our fathers intended it should be, the faithful 
exponent of the popular will. 

Sir, my hope br the future welfare of this 
Republic is in the character and numbers of 
this House. Under the Constitution it is in- 
trusted with the exercise of vast powers, but 
the term of its members is so brief that any 
abuse of its prerogatives can be speedily cor- 
rected. The Senate is entirely unlikethe House. 
Klected by State Legislatures and with no uni- 
form constituency, it is the most anti-repub- 
lican branch of our Government and most 
heedless of the will of the people. Why, sir, 
even since the southern traitors left the Senate 
I have heard grave Senators boast that they 
were not the representatives of the people; 
that they only represented States ; and say, in 
substance, that their mission was to check the 
impetuosity of a thoughtless populace. Our 
legislative history has proved that class and 
corporate interests find a more ready lodgment 
in the Senate than in the House, and that the 
money power of the country elects and con- 
trols no ineonsiderable number of the mem- 
bers of so small a legislative body with no 
direct responsibility to the people. The long 
and successful domination of the great railroad 
monopoly which controls the avenues of com- 
munication with this capital is a standing evi- 
dence of the truth of what I say. I do not 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
' 


} 
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of unity of action among the Colonies and | 
future States was paramount to all other con- | 
siderations ; and even human slavery, which | 
Washington abhorred and Jefferson denounced 
as ‘‘the sum of all villanies,’’ was left as a 


public. Our fathers were wise but they were 
not infallible. They did that which they were 
able to do wisely and well; but they left much 
to be done by those who were to come after 
them. As we have seen for more than three 
quarters of a century that the Senate was the 
citadel and the defense of slavery and of the 
pernicious doctrine of State rights by which it 
was defended, is it not also possible that the 
history of our time will have to record the fact 
that the Senate is fast becoming the citadel of 
an autocratic monopoly power, in antagonism 
to the rights of the masses of the people, and 
utterly destructive of the otieiae design of 
those who incorporated its peculiar organiza- 
tion into our republican system? I believe, 
sir, we should have a better Government, as I 
know we should have a purer democracy if the 
Senate, like the House, was elected by the 
direct suffrages of the people. I agree with 
my friend from Illinois {[Mr. Cettom] that this 
proposition must be considered by the Ameri- 
can people at no distant day. 

But, Mr. Speaker, there are other reasons 


viper nestled beneath the flag of the new Re- 
| 
| 


than those I have given why | am in favor of | 


a larger House. No nation in the history of 
the world has before increased so rapidly as 
ours in wealth and population, or advanced in 
such majestic strides to a grand continental 
destiny. No civilization was*ever before so 
aggressive as ours. No national territorial 
area has ever been so diversified in climate, 
soil, andresources. No people ever exhibited 
such unquestioned capacities for self-govern- 
ment, and governed themselves so safely and 
so well. No other nation ever fostered popular 
education, a free press, and perfect religious 
toleration, as the pathineotel elements of its 
social and political economy, or drew from all 
classes of its society, at stated periods, all the 
officers of its complex yet democratic govern- 
ment. The necessities of a nation like this 
cannot be fully met by an anti-progressive or 
stationary policy. We must not fail to recog- 
nize all the elements of our national progress, 
nor be alarmed if the demands they make 
upon us are morerapid than weexpect. With 
a larger number of members in this House, 
would there not be a larger sympathy with the 
people and a more certain comprehension of 
all the elements of our national existence— 
progress, prosperity, and glory? 

Sir, whoever will take the trouble to examine 
the debates in the Convention that framed the 
Constitution, as also the remarkable papers 
embodied in the I’ederalist, will find this ques- 
tion of apportionment treated with great can- 
dor. Itis a noteworthy fact that the only re- 
marks made in that Convention by its illustrious 
President, General Washington, were in favor 
of the amendment by which thirty thousand 
instead of forty thousand was placed in the Con- 
stitution as the basis of representation. In sup- 
port of Mr. Gorham’s motion to amend to this 
effect General Washington said: 


“That although his situation had hitherto re- 


| strained him from offering his sentiments on ques- 


j 
| 


believe that this state of things in reference to | 


the Senate and the manner of electing its mem- 
bers will long continue in this Government. 
Experience in the progress of nations some- 
times teaches a better lesson than long-estab- 
lished precedents. It was best, perhaps, at the 
outset to organize the Senate on the basis of 
States. Without this feature the Constitution 


| proposed might take place. 


tions depending inthe House, and it might be thought 
ought now to impose silence upon him. yet he could 
not forbear expressing his wish that the alteration 
It was much to be de- 
sired that the objections to the plan recommended 
might be made few as possible. Thesmalliness of the 
peepestion of Representatives had been considered 
xy many members of the Convention as an insuffi- 


| cient security for the rights and interests of the peo- 


might not have been adopted and the central || 


Government thus put in motion. 


ple. He acknowledged that it had always appeared 
to himself as among the exceptionable parts of the 


| plan; and late as was the present moment for admit- 


ting amendments, he thought this of so much conse- 


| quence that it would give him great satisfaction to 


see it adopted. 


| 


| public interests. 


2. Will not possess proper loeal knowled e. 
3. Will be taken from a class sym Sos 
. ympathizing 
least with the people. ° 
4. That the disadvantages of a small number 
| of Representatives will grow with increase of 
| population, 
lamilton, in combating these objections, 
declared that the fourth was a serious one j/ 
it should prove true. He did not consider ;; 
extravagant to estimate that within the twenty. 
five years following the first apportionmes 
the number of Representatives would be ty, 
hundred, and at the end of fifty years it woulg 
be four hundred. The result has justified th, 
objections. The increase of Representatives 
has not kept pace with the population. The 
argument for a large House as being more 
likely to serve all interests cannot be more 
forcibly presented than in the words of Ham. 
ilton, discussing in the fiftieth paper of the 
Federalist the legislative power of the na. 
tional Government. He uses the following 
language : 
**It is of great importance in a republic not on); 
to guard the society against the Oppression of its 
rulers, but to guard one part of the society against t}, 
injustice of the other part. Different interests neces 
sarily exist in different classes of citizens. Ifa ma 
jority be united by a common interest the rights o/ 
the minority will be insecure. There are but two 
methods of providing against, this evil; the one by 
creating a willin the community independent of the 
majority, that is, of the society itself; the other, }y 
| comprehending in the society so many separate deseriy- 
| tions of citizens as will render an unjust combination 
| of a majority of the whole very improbable, if not in 
practicable,” 
| The increased complexity of our civilization 
must not be forgotten in the progress of our 
legislative history. It is certain, as Hamilton 
says, that ‘‘in republican governments the legis 
lative authority necessarily predominates,” 
Let us make it, then, as truly representative as 
possible. We want on this floor men to pre. 
sent every legitimate interest and to advocate 
| the claims and wishes of every class found 
| within the limits of the Republic. Sir, in this 
| principle of numerous representation I see a safe 
protection of the masses from the domination 
of consolidated interests on the part of the few. 
This tendency to consolidation on the part of 
| our railroad and telegraph companies, and, in 
| fact, on the part of all modern commercial and 
| speculative enterprises, is apparent to all, and 
is fraught with danger to the liberties of the 
| people. These great corporations and enter- 
| prises are all founded on special privileges 
| granted by the legislative power, and in their 
| enormous aggregation of capital and in the self. 
ishness common to mankind there comes a 
danger to the freedom and purity of legislation 
which I would guard against by every possible 
means of protection. For the safety of the Re- 
ublic against influences which these corporate 
interests already exercise, and which are cer 
| tain to be more potent in the near future, it is 
absolutely necessary in my judgment that we 
shall have a numerous representation in the 
popular branch of Congress. The brazen-faced 
amblers who control your Erie railroads, shuf- 
fle at the gold board, and make a lottery o! 
stocks may be able to subsidize State courts 
and Legislatures; but with three hundred or 
_more members in this body I do not believe 


| itgintegrity could be successfully assailed. 
’ $ there is still another view 
- ue A dette to present in 
| 
} 
| 


| 1. Small numbers unsafe depositaries of the 


| 
| 


















it is to he the future of this 
country? What is to be the political effect 
of the progress of our civilization? Where 1s 
the center of our population to be, and where 
the preponderance of political power? Is \t 
possible under our republican system to cramp 
and circumscribe the growth of this House, and 
| thus destroy the popular principle upon which 
| it was made a part of the Government? The 


this debate. © ° 4 


The objections against a small number of | enterprise, the hope, and the aspiration of the 
|| Representatives were made with great vigor. 
At the close of the Revolution the necessity || The chief points were— 


nation are centered in the agricultural, mineral, 
and commercial processes of development 
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which mark the progress of the interior States 
the valley and on the tributaries of the Mis- 
jssippi. ‘To this great valley the seat of em- 
“a must go at last, for the people rule and 
numbers are invincible. Intwenty years from 
the present time it will be seen by the follow- 
7 estimate, for which I am indebted to Hon. 
Joseph S. Wilson, the able Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, where the population of 
chis country will be located and what it will be: 
Estimated population of the United States in 1890. 


3 ema 
| ° er saui 

| Population. | Per square 
! 


States 















_ mile. 
ee } ' 
1 BDAINA covcecsecessocsosers 1,600,000 | 250 
, Alebem®. a a aaa | 1,300,000 95 
; CalifOrmid.....-seccrereeees 3,500,000 | 18 
3 CONNECLICUL....-ceeeeeee eee] 700,000 | 150 
» TELAWATOssscceseessseseasesel 210,000 | 100 
 BLOTIAD, .10reccccccorsececesees 600,000 | 10 
 eCU Riss scctvetedeciceses | 2,000,000 | 32 
AG 1) RR er 4,500,000 80 
 FNGIANG. .<ccoscosccocsesesees 3,000,000 | 99 
10), TOW8....cscceseeceeereseesseres 3,000,000 | 55 
$1. MOTUAGsccccsteassaecsicsuseset 1,875,000 22 
19. KentUcky...s...reccescease 2,500,000 | 60 
12. LORISEATIA. dnccsetes csusiosre 1,250,000 | 30 
TE, MaiN@ecsccsccescsscsseeeseeeee( 1,000,000 80 
Sh MA POMNINE foucsesias, posse | 1,100,000 100 
16. Massachusetts.............} 1,600,000 | 200 
gn 1,000,000 | 54 
18, MinnesOta...coceceseeeeeeee | 250,000 | 15 
19, MisSiSSiPPi........0..0seeee 1,500,000 | 20 
> MigSOUFL ....cbceserecob vicars 3,000,000 | 40 
1. Nebraska.......scesssesseeee 150,000 | 6 
OO RMON cist seventh eantiuersiss ! 250,000 | 9 
23, New Hampshire........ | 400,000 | 40 
4, NEW J CTSCY «000 coroccccees 1,200,000 | 150 
95. New. ¥ OF Rsstosssessscnesesae 6,500,000 | 140 
;, North Carolina........... 2,000,000 | {0 
°7, Ohio 4,000,000 | 100 
8, Oregon....+++ | 500,000 | 5 
“oO, Pennsylvanii 5,500,000 | 110 
). Rhode Island.............. 300,000 | 297 
11. South Carolina........... 1,400,000 | 40 
> TONNCSSCO...ccccccccrececess 2,500,000 | 55 
SIE. ss vate sees cdnineiets 1,500,000 | 5 
A WOME cuncrencepcarecatoipe 400, 000 40 
J pe ee 2,500,000 | 60 
» West Virginia............. } 800,000 | 35 
Ts We OER cdinatatewenixvens | 3,000,000 | 55 
Total of States............. 71,685,000 | 
Territories. 
REMI Ove cor siisen doin canndtintandics! 200,000 | : 
RPGS ster cbinicteacceistentaeien 250,000 | 3 
Colorado 500,000 5 
ON iniessinaicestuekas beamateed 150,000 1 
ESGTUATS snd nstaensescamese caeueseceia 150,000 1 
BOUIN ssncolvosn Sesbuseeestacseasei 250,000 3 
MOMMA bili chav nth dusthaysndis 450,000 3 
POO Te OBR eccascumrccetdrra | 600,000 | 5 
SF RMIM. .cechbbinn abskich Vihtseialleiiah vost | 400,000 5 
WORMBGOD scadiaces cisessocases 350,000 | 5 
WYOMING 55s. ki Sabicsnoddiders | 100,000 1 
District of Columbia........ 200,000 | 333 
j —- | 
Grand total ...c.cssse« seeeal 75,285,000 | 





I commend to the political economists and 
statesmen of the whole country, and especially 


of the older States, the inevitable logic of this | 


remarkable increase of population in the future 
central States of the Union. 
States and Territories in the Mississippi valley 
we shall find that in 1890 they will have a pop- 
ulation of over 41,000,000. 
the population of the Pacific slope, it will be 
increased to nearly 47,000,000, leaving but 
28,000,000 for the remainder of the country. 
lhe seven States of Kansas, Iowa, Minne- 
sota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, and Michi- 
gan, with a population of a little over 5,500,000 


If we take the | 


If we add to this | 


in 1860, will have over 20,000,000 in 1890 ; | 


while the six New England States, with about 
3,000,000 in 1860,will not reach 4,500,000 dur- 
ing the same decades. The population of 


Pennsylvania in twenty years will be 1,000,000 


more than all of New England; though if her | 


population be added to that of New England 
the combined number will be only 10,000,000 

being less than half the population of the more 
western States before referred to. And. sir, all 
these wonderful results will come to us in the 


short space of twenty years, a mere fragment 
of time in the history of a nation. 


But what will be the effect at the end of | 


twenty years on the basis of apportionment and 


on the number of members from the several | 


States if the House is limited in its present 


number, or if it be allowed to grow with the | 


the figures I 


| vent a reduction of their representation even 
under the next apportionment is to allow the 
_ whole number of members to be increased to 
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| 
increase of population? I have prepared with || 
great care the following table, which exhibits | 
at a glance the results both of a stationary and 
progressive policy : 
Table showing number of Representatives in 1890, and |} 


basis of Representatives in States and Territories for || 
241, 300, 400, 500, and 600 members. 


| 


Alabama..............0... 





5 6 s 12 13 
ATKANGAB........:000 «0+... 4 a 9 10 
CREED Ss ccdiacsedceve mt He} B 23 28 
Connecticut............. 2 3 { ) 5 
DGB WAEC .c0cocccsccccneess ] 1 l l A 
ie ccknciecssic ; 2 2 | 3 3 5 
Ce | eae 6 wae ee 13 16 
ROTI hic nchtienckadnes 14 18 | 24 30 36 
| Indiana .......s0.0 i 10 12; 16 20 24 
En udidiidintudesiedstwows 10 12/ 16 20 24 
Fe OBI ve ccissicsccesciecee 6 7 10; 12 15 
Kentucky......co..ss00. 8; lo}; 128) 17 20 
Louisiana................ 4 5 7 8 10 
ee eatcilas sc 3 3 5 7 8 
Maryland...... dius hatte 3 4} 6 7 9 
Massachusetts........... 5 6 | 9 10 13 
Michigan................ 10 ll 16 *) 24 
Minnegota................. 4 5 7 8 10 
Mississippi...............- 5 6 8 10 12 
DUI Gadi oc xcacbiainiin 10 12 16 20 24 
jC 1 2 2 3 4 
i, | ie 1 1 | 1 2 2 | 
New Hampshire ....... 1 3; 32 3 5 | 
New Jersey......sceseree 3 5) 6 7 0 
a ae 26 5 {3 52 
North Carolina......... 6 8) 1 13 16 
QUO adi insicicnve beidecotes 13 16) 21 27 32 
COOMA, oidisibstiniccseveies 1 2 | 3 3 { 
Pennsylvania........... 18 pe 9 7 44 
, Rnode Island........... 1 1 2 2 2 
South Carolina......... 4 6 7 9 1] 
Tennessee......c-..eceeeee) 8 lo} 138 17 20 
IN GBS scmudaceteencedens 5 6 s 10 12 
| WEE vedecuccsssasieiees ] 2 2 3 
PRWIIIIINGs i sadineds «seveesse 8 10; 13 17 1) 
West Virginia........... 2 3 | 4 } 6 
WiSCONSID......c00.0000+- 10 12 16 0 24 
FED civebdsicnssctieimends 1 1 1 1 1 
PPO 5 cssdiniscndctisce i 1 l ] 2 2 
CORAWIEO dic ciccnsetatibices 2 2 3 3 1 
Dakota......... l | l I 1 
Indian ......... Dee 1 1 1 1 1 
"eee 1 ] | 2 2 
I iciccistti cenintin’ l 2 2 8 { 
New Mexico ............. ' 2 2 3 { ; 
her altesdesenrcanadavecsss ] 2 2 3 } 
Washington....... bitediet 1 l 2 2 3 
WYOMIDG| ......00000r0 +e 1 1 l I 1 
District of Columbia. ] 1 | l J l 


OC 


Numberofmembers.| 241 | 300 | 


Ratio for each Member. 


aii beiciidivinscthdnccdhibeedeinuteenedianes 312,386 
Se i il teal so aaa Re 250,950 
a . 188,212 
| OO aide wisn ecdeccdicdduccedgncescasviacendhevensvicde SEMED 
600 members........0..000+ 43 125,475 


t to be deduced from 
ave presented is that, if this 
House is limited to its present number, in 


The first important fac 


| twenty years the basis of representation for 
'each member will be increased to 312,386. 


The States of Massachusetts and Connecticut 
will lose one half of their present number of 
members; the State of Maine will lose two; 
the States of New Hampshire, Vermont, and 
Rhode Island will be entitled to only one each ; 


| and the aggregate number from the six States 
| named will be reduced from twenty-seven to 


thirteen. The delegation from the great State 
of New York will be reduced to twenty-one ; 
so that the united number from New England 
and New York will recede from fifty-eight 
members in 1870 to thirty-four members in 
1890. But while this will be the result in the 
older States of the policy of limitation, what 
will be the result in the new States of the 
West? California, Kansas, lowa, Minnesota, 
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
Missouri have also a united delegation in this 
Congress of fifty-eight members. In twenty 
years twenty-seven more will be added, in- 


| creasing the whole number to eighty-five. 


Thus we see two groups of States represented 
to-day by an equal number of members ; but 
at the end of two decades the eastern group 
must give up twenty-four of its members of 
Congress, while the western group will have 
its delegation increased by twenty-seven. The 
only way in which the eastern States can pre- 


three hundred, and provide for a still larger 
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increase under any subsequent enumeration. 
It will be seen, also, that if the House be al- 
lowed to grow with the country even to six 
hundred members the basis of representation 
in 1890 will be about what it is at the present 
time. I believe, sir, it would be best to allow 
this growth to go on for the present, so that 
whatever there 1s of the aristocratic and anti- 
republican element in our Government may 
be the more surely counteracted by the popular 
voice, which will always find expression in a 
large assembly of the Representatives of the 
people. 

Mr. Speaker, as but a moment of my time 
remains I am admonished that I must leave to 


| others a more complete analysis of the import- 
| ant facts I have presented. 


That these facts 


| —the amendments to the Constitution, the 
| increase and location of population, and the 
| common principles of equity and justice—all 


demand an immediate reapportionment of the 
country, and a liberal representation of the 


— in this citadel of their rights, cannot 


e successfully controverted. Let us answer 


| the appeal of the disfranchised millions by the 


repeal of the present law, which limits the 
number of members in each State, and by the 
passage of this proposed bill allow all the peo- 
ple of the country to be equally represented 
in the next Congress and for all future time. 
With perfect equality of representation, with 
universal suffrage and political rights, there 
will be no foundation for jealousies between 
the States, no necessary conflict of political 
interests, and the future grandeur and sta- 
bility of the great American Republic will be 
doubly assured. 

Mr. MecCRARY. Mr. Speaker, any me 
ure of legislation by which it is proposed to 
affect the question of representation upon | 
floor must be regarded as of such paramou 
importance as to demand the most candid a 
careful consideration at our hands. Any actio! 
of Congress upon this subject affects the righ 
and interests of the whole people, and in tac 
touches the very vitals of free institutions 
for what are free institutions without just and 
equal representation in the law-making body 
The one thing which above all others chara 
terizes our form of government as that of a fre: 
peopleisthe fact that the Constitution guaranties 
tothe people the right to choose freely, at inter- 


| vals of only two years, from among themselve: 


the persons who shall represent them here, 
and guaranties to all the people of every locality 


| perfect equality of representation in the popular 


branch of Congress. Equal representatior 
has not always been the rule under our Con 
stitution. Among the many evils which were 
brought upon the country by the existence ot 
slavery in the southern States not the least 
was that of slave representation in Congress, 
according to which three fifths of the persons 
held in slavery were counted in the basis of 
representation, but for all other purposes were 
regarded and treated as mere chattels. 

But, sir, I rejoice to be able to say that the 
Constitution, as now amended, emphatically de- 
clares that, with certain queciied encaptidtls 
‘* Representatives shall be apportioned among 
the several States according to their respective 
numbers.’’ If Congress should pass an act 
which should provide for giving to one State 
or one section greater representation ‘‘ accord- 
ing tonumbers’’ than toanother, the act would 
be unconstitutional and void. It is equally true 
that if Congress shall continue in force any 
longer that is necessary a law which, though 
originally fair and just, has by reason of change 
in the population of certain States and dis 
tricts, or by the enfranchisement of a new 
class of citizens, or from any other cause, come 
to be a practical violation of the Constitution 
and of the principle of impartial representa 
tion, it will be justly held accountable for : 


| very grave and serious neglect of duty. To 


continue in force such a law, to refuse to 
amend it as to give to the people their right 
under the Constitution, would be a vidlatior 
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of duty only less flagrant than the original en- 
actment of a law providing for unjust, unequal, 
and partial representation, 
ingly that we have no more important or im- 


I say unhesitat- | 


perative duty to perform than that of making | 


suitable provision for carrying into effect the 
provision of the Constitution to which | have 
referred. 

| propose in discussing the merits of this 
bill to oo not only that the present appor- 
tionment is wrong and unjust, and one that 
ought not to continue through another Con- 
gress, but also that it is both practicable and 
constitutional to remedy the evil and provide 
for a just apportionment in the next Congress. 
[ shall not dwell at length upon the injustice 
of the present apportionment. It is quite 
unnessary that I should do so since its injustice 
is tacitly admitted by the gentlemen who are 
opposing this bill. 
show the justice of this measure. 
about which there can be no mistake amount 
to a demonstration of its justice. They need 
only to be stated to convince any fair-minded 
man that there exists a great evil, a flagrant 


ponies which ought to be righted, and that |) 
ul 


speedily. Many of these facts have already 
been presented to the Llouse, and I will only 
state some of the more striking and important 
in as brief a form as possible, and will there- 
after proceed to the question of the practica- 
bility of the measure now proposed for reme- 
dying the evil, 

In the West we have seven congressional 
districts, in each of which there were cast at 
the last congressional election over forty thou- 
sand votes, to wit: 


Votes. 
In the firet district, Illindis.........................+026. 46,647 
in the eighth district, [llinois.......................... 41,502 
In the first district, Michigan ................. ..sec0.. 42,792 
In the second district, Michigan.................... 42,592 
In the fourth district, Lowa.................ccc00se00e008 40,588 
in the first district, California.....................0:006 43,713 | 
Eb. Cine EARS OE TR is icccici cinabbustincddeabiinnt 42,993 
EIOTIIE swichicictsoinin waictnonttes dups'enn Viaeactaiecuwentebinaticareeneameanie 800,827 
Average to each district .......................0200cc08 42,975 





Compere these seven districts with seven of 
the most populous districts in New England, 
as follows: 





Votes. 
The first district of Maine ...................ccc0-secce08 SL 207 
The third district of Maine.............................. 29,008 
The second district of Connecticut.................. 27,490 
The fifth district of Maine............ ......0..0.00cc008 26,040 
‘Che fourth district of Connecticut .................. 24,990 
The second district of Maine ...............cec000.-00+5 2d, 934 
The first district of Connecticut....................-.. 22,504 
tO nesstgiinbitnesddbabibeth sec vihibttliebiliead. vail 185, 264 
Average to each district...........2. scssssevserseesees 26,466 || 


Making a difference in favor of the seven 
western districts of 115,563 votes ; and estimat- 
ing six inhabitants for each voter, the excess of 
population in the western over the eastern dis- 
tricts named is 693,378. 

It may be said that these particular western 
districts are places in which there has been an 
unusual and extraordinary growth, and that 
therefore the comparison made is not a fair 
one. An investigation, however, will show 
that the western districts named are not in 
point of population more largely above the 
average of western districts than are the east: 
ern districts named above the average of dis- 
tricts in that section, so that the comparison is 
perfectly fair. But, sir, I will not leave any- 
thing in doubt so far as the injustice of the 
present apportionment is concerned. I pro- 
pose to show that the whole West and North- 
west is deprived of a large proportion of the 
representation to which it is of right entitled, 
and for this purpose I beg the attention of the 
House to a comparison between the represent- 
ation of some of the old with some of the new 
States. To be perfectly fair I will take eight 
States from each section. 

Maine has one member of this House for 
26,653 of her voting population; Massachu- 
setts has one member of this House for 19,547 


of her voting population; Vermont has one |! therefore, of all the 


No argument is needed to | 
The facts | 


|| IMinois has one 


population ; New Hampshire has one member 
of this House for 25,692 of her voting popula- 
tion; Connecticut has one member of this 
House for 24,831 of her voting population ; 


| Rhode Island has one member of this House 
| for 9,770 of her voting population ; Maryland 


has one member of this House for 18,559 of 


her voting population; Delaware has one mem- 
ber of this House for 18,597 of her voting pep- 
| ulation. 


Compare these with the following western 
) 


States: lowa has one member for 52,406 votes; 


| Minnesota has one member for 35,807 votes; 


member for 32,102 votes; 


| Wisconsin has one member for 32,251 votes; 


California has one member for 36,223 votes; 
Kansas has one member for 42,993 votes; 
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Indiana has one member for 31,230 votes; 
Michigan has one member for 37,672 votes. 

It will be seen that under the present law it 
requires to send a Representative to this House 
from lowa about thirteen thousand more votes 
and more than seventy thousand more inhabit- 
ants than is required to send a Representative 
from Massachusetts. One hundred thousand 
people in Maryland have double the representa- 
tion, according to her voting population, that 
Michigan has. One voter in Rhode Island is 
equal to nearly five voters in Kansas, in repre- 
sentation ypon this floor. The State of Maine 
has the smallest representation, in proportion 
to her numbers, of any of the New England 
States, and yet in the number of voters in each 
of her districts she falls behind Michigan more 


| than eleven thousand, and in her five districts 


| that the people of California have. 
| fectly fair to say that in the eight western States 


of course she falls behind five average districts 
in Michigan more than fifty-five thousand votes 


! 

| and more than three hundred thousand inhab- 
itants. 
! 
! 


The people of Vermont have nearly double 
the representation, ‘‘according to numbers,” 
It is per- 


which I have named the people are deprived, 
by the present apportionment, of more than 
one third of the representation to which they 
are entitled by every principle of justice and 
by the very letter of the Constitution itself. 


| The district which I have the honor to repre- 


| sent upon this floor, although it is the in 
point of population in the State of lowa, has 
a voting population nearly eleven thousand 
greater than the State of Rhode Island, which 
| has two Representatives upon this floor, and 


'| of course two at the other end of the Capitol. 


In the fourth district of Jowa there were cast 








at the last congressional election 40,588 votes, 
which is more than double the number cast in 
four out of the five districts in Maryland and in 
| seven out of the ten districts in Massachusetts, 
It is also some eighteen thousand more votes 
| than were cast in the State of Oregon, and more 
| than double the number cast in either of the 
| States of Nevada, Rhode Island, or Delaware. 
| ‘The eight eastern States which 1 have named 
| have 33 votes in this House for a voting popu- 
| lution of 691,974, or one member on an average 
| for 20,969 votes. The eight western States 


| named have 49 members for a voting popula- 


| tion of 1,639,276, or one member for an aver- 
age of 33,280 votes. ‘Thus it is seen that to 


| 
| send 33 members to this House from the West 


it requires 406,263 more votes, and more than 
two million more inhabitants than is required 
to serd the same number of Representatives 
from the eastern States named. If these eight 
western States were represented as fully as the 
eight eastern States are represented they would 
have seventy-eight members here instead of 
forty-nine. 

There is another fact which cannot be over- 
looked in the consideration of this question, 
The present apportionmeat was made before 
the abolition of slavery and before the adop- 
tion of the fourteenth amendment to the Con- 
stitution, and consequently is based upon the 
oldrule of slave representation. Two fifths, 


reed people are not 
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member of this House for 19,301 of her voting | 





| 
or sectional strife. 


counted at all, although the Constitution 4. 
now amended requires that they should . 
unless they are denied the right to vote fo. 
| cause other than participation in rebellion 
|  Hereare, therefore, more than a million and 
a half of people who under the Constityt;.. 
are entitled to representation, and who by ne 
present apportionment are excluded, | submit 
that we have no right to postpone at our sions 
ure to a more convenient season the legisiatioy, 
by which this provision of the Constitution ; 
to be enforced. It has already been too |p),, 
delayed. The fourteenth amendment, go {,° 
as representation is concerned, is a dead lotic, 
under the present apportionment. I hold tha; 
the moment that amendment became a part of 
| the Constitution, that moment it became th. 
duty of Congress to provide the necessary |ay 
| for its enforcement. If we may delay three year, 
| we may delay longer. An apportionment base. 
upon slave representation ought to have bee, 
abolished with slavery itself, and I shal] jj 
disappointed if this Congress shall insist upon 
its continuance for another three years, | 
know it has been said here that these freed 
peomne, as well as the whole population in the 
Vest, are represented, and in one sense tha: 
| is true, but in another sense it is not true. | 
State which is entitled to twelve Representatives 
and has but six is virtually but half represented. 
is practically denied one haif its representation, 
These facts, and many others which the 
statistics of the country abundantly verily, 
show most conclusively that the present appor. 
tionment is so grossly unjust, so exceedingly 
unfair, so astonishingly inequitable as to give 
| just cause of complaint on the part of the 
people of the West and South. And now the 
question is, ought this injustice to continue 
three years longer, and if not, is it in our power 
| to put anendto it? If I had not heard a num. 
| ber of distinguished gentlemen in this House 
argue with great earnestness against interfering 


| 








with the present apportionment, and even be- 
seeching us not to touch it at this time, | 
should have declared without hesitation tha: 
whatever is wrong and unjust should be abo! 
ished, and that which is right and just be made 
to take its place at the earliest moment pos 
sible. It would seem to me that it is not the 
part of a wise statesman or of a just man to 
continue an eyil, to perpetuate wrong, to post 
pone an act of justice a single day longer than 
necessary. Let justice be done, and that as 
soon as by the utmost diligence on our part it 
can be done, Let it never be said that this Con- 
gress would not let the people be fairly repre 


| sented in the next. 





Allow me to say before proceeding further 
that I do not wish to excite any local jealousies 
I am by no means finding 
| fault with New England. It is not the fault o! 

New England that the present apportionment 
is unjust and unfair; it is in great measure 
because she has sent so many of her noble sons 
to become citizens of the mighty West, to join 
us in cultivating our soil, in building up our 
commerce, in constructing our railroads, 11 
teaching our schools and academies, aud in 
founding and rearing our colleges and univer 
sities. What I ask is that New England will be 
as just to her children in the West as she 1s tu 
those who remain in the old States; and gen 
tlemen on this floor who can do less than this 
are not true representatives of the genuine New 
England spirit, for that is the spirit of equal 
aud exact justice to all men. Far be it frou 
me to do an act or say a word out of any feel- 
ing of ill-will or jealousy toward New England. 
I have and can have no such feeling. 1 advo 
cate this measure not because the West will gain 
and the East lose power in this House by i's 
adoption, but because by it the whole people 
of the entire country will receive what is their 
due; nothing more and nothing less. 
Whatever | may be reasonably expected to 
do in consideration of good will toward New 
England I will do most gladly. When, how 
| ever, we of the West are asked, out of our 
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-ovard for the older States, to be content for 
oe years to come with a representation for 
r people in this House ofthe people’s Repre- 
statives more than one third less than that 

hich the people of other sections enjoy we 
.« hound to say that fidelity to our duty, faith- 
sess to the rights of the people we represent, 

-ogard for the Constitution of our country, and 
- that impartial justice in the matter of rep- 
entation which it enjoins, forbid us to do so. 

i come now to the question, is it within the 
wer of Congress to provide for a fair and 

onest representation in the next Congress ? 

\re the difficulties in the way of so just a meas- 

ve jpsurmountable? I can best answer this 

gestion by considering the objections to the 
vepding bill and other similar measures which 
have been urged. 

And first, it is contended that we propose to 


| Seeretary of the Interior as to Congress. 


the announcement, it can as well be left to the 


In 


| this view I am sustained not only by reason 


| is entitled in the present Congress. 


and argument but by the practice of the Gov- 
ernment. There is no act of Congress any- 
where determining and expressly specifying the 
number of Répresentatives to which each State 
he prac- 


| tice of making an apportionment by an act 


of Congress was abandoned in 1850, and since 
that time Congress has fixed the whole number 


| of Representatives and established the rule by 


which the apportionment is to be made, and 
left the balance to an executive officer. 
By reference to the act of May 23, 1860, it 


| will be seen that Congress at that time provided 


nlace too much power in the hands of the Secre- | 


v of the Interior. 


iTy 


It is said that in this | 


-espect the bill goes beyond what is politic, and | 
[ believe it is intimated that it goes further | 


than the Constitution will warrant. 
‘ule upon this subject is well understood, and 
this: Congress cannot delegate its legisla- 
‘ive authority ; it cannot empower any officer 
‘the Government to make laws; it can, how- 
ever, confer upon any such officer any power 
duty which in its nature is merely executive 
orministerial. What, then, isthe nature ofthe 
powers and duties conferred by this bill, if it 
becomes a law upon the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior? Does it propose to confer upon him any 
legislative power? I think no gentleman will 
seriously so claim. It is the province of legis- 


lation to provide the law, that is, the ‘rule of | 


action,’ which shall govern in the taking of 
the census and in determining the number of 
Representatives to which each State shall be 
entitled. 

‘The census bill which we have passed estab- 
lishes all the necessary rules and provides the 
machinery for taking the census. By the bill 
now before the House we propose to determine 
thenumber of Representatives which shall con- 
titutethe next House. Now, when the census 


has been taken and duly returned to the Sec- | 


retary of the Interior, the number of mem- 


bers of the next House being fixed, what re- | 
mains to be done to complete this apportion- | 


ment? Nothing whatever, except to solve a 
very easy problem in simple addition and 
simple division, and announce the result to 
the Governors of the several States and to 
Congress when it shall meet. This is the 
great and extraordinary power which we 
are told cannot be conferred upon a merely 
executive officer. The point urged with so 
much earnestness by the opponents of this bill, 
stated truthfully in the light of the provisions 
of this bill and of the facts, is this: Congress 
cannot authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to make the calculation necessary to determ- 
ine from the census returns the number of Rep- 
resentatives to which each State is entitled, 
and to make announcement of the result of 
such calculation. 

A duty more clearly executive in its character 
could hardly be imagined. It is so exclusively 
an executive or ministerial duty that Congress 
in its collective capacity cannot discharge it, 


and must delegate it to a committee, an individ- | 
Imagine this | 


ual, or an executive officer. 
House engaged in the duty of examining the 
returns of some three hundred census officers, 
making calculations to determine the number 
of the inhabitants of the country and of each 
State separately, and we shall have presented 
a picture of the attempt of a Legislature to 
exercise the functions of a mere executive. It 
's true that Congress could, if in session, after 
being informed of the number of the inhabit- 
ants in each State, by an act declare the num- 
ber of Representatives to which each State shall 
be entitled ; but as this is merely the announce- 
ment of a fact, of the result of a mathematical 
calculation, and inasmuch as there is no dis- 
cretion whatever to be exercised in making 





Now, the |! 


as follows: 


“From and after the 3d day of March, 1853, the 
House of Representatives shall be composed of two 
hundred and thirty-three members, to be appor- 
tioned among the several States in the manner 
directed in the next section of this act,” 


And the next section provides as follows: 


“So soon as the next and each subsequent enum- 
eration of the inhabitants of the several States cli 


| rected by the Constitution of the United States to be 


| members apportioned to each State under such last | 





taken shall be completed and returned to the office 
of the Department of the Interior it shall be the 
duty of the Seceretary of the Interior to ascertain the 
aggregate representative population of the United 
States by adding to the whole number of free persons 
in all the States, including those bound to service 
for aterm of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, 
three fifths of all other persons; which aggregate 
population he shall divide by the number 233, and 
the product of such division, rejecting any fraction 
of a unit, if any such happen to remain, shall be the 
ratio or rule of apportionment of Representatives 
among the several States under such enumeration. 
And the said Secretary of the Interior shall then 
proceed in the same manner to ascertain the repre- 


sentative population of each State, and to divide the | 


whole number of the representative population of 
each State by the ratio already determimed by him 
as above directed, and the product of this last divis- 
ion shall be the number of Representatives appor- 
tioned to such State under the then last enumera- 
tion.’’ 


And another section of the same act still 
further provides that— 

** When the Department of the Interior shall have 
apportioned ‘the Representatives in the manner 
above directed among the several States, under the 
next or any subsequent enumeration of the inhabit- 
ants of the United States, he shall, as soon as prac- 
ticable, make out and transmit, under the seal of his 
office, to the House of Representatives a certificate 


of the number of members apportioned to each State | 


under the last enumeration, and shall likewise make 


out and transmit to the Executive of each State a | 


certificate, under his seal of office, of the number of 


enumeration.’’ 


Mr. WILLARD. I ask the gentleman to 
yield to me for a question. 

Mr. McCRARY. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLARD. The Constitution provides 
that Representatives and direct taxes shall be 
apportioned among theseveral States which may 
be included within this Union; and I ask the 
gentleman whether under this bill that appor- 
tionment is to be made by Congress or by the 
Secretary of the Interior? 

Mr. McCRARY. That apportionment is 
fixed by the action of Congress under this bill, 
and the Secretary of the Interior is merely a 
ministerial officer to execute the law as enacted 
by Congress. 

Mr. WILLARD. Who makes the apportion- 
ment under this bill among the several States? 

Mr. McCRARY. The lawwill fix the appor- 
tionment of representation among the several 
States, and the Secretary of the Interior will 
only be intrusted with the execution of this 
law. If the gentleman from Vermont is cor- 
rect, then the act of 1850 is unconstitutional. 

Whoever reads carefully these provisions will 
discover that the bill now before us proposes 
no new feature of legislation, confers no new 
or extraordinary power upon the Secretary of 
the Interior, but is on the contrary in perfect 
harmony with the legislation under which every 
Congress since 1850 has been chosen. It will 
be observed that the act of 1850, from which 
I have quoted and which is still in force, does 


not provide that the Secretary of the Interior | 


shall submit the census returns to Congress be- | 


fore he makes the apportionment, but on the 
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contrary it directs him, ‘‘as soon as the enu- 
meration shall be completed and returned to 
the office of the Department of the Interior,”’ 
to make the apportionment and certify it to 
Congress and to the Executive of each State. 
In a word, under the existing law, as well as 
under that which is now proposed, Congress 
provides the mode of taking the census and 
establishes the whole number of Represent 

atives, and provides the rule of apportionment, 
and leaves the mere execution of the law to an 
executive officer. Whether, then, we look at 
the question in the light of the practice of the 
Government or in the light of the well-settled 
rule upon the subject, the objection that too 
much power is vested in the hands of the Sec 

retary of the Interior falls to the ground. 

It is also urged as an objection to this meas- 
ure that if it becomes a law at this session the 
present apportionment will not be permitted 
to last ten years. Well, sir, why should it last 
ten years? Can any good reason be given? 
The Constitution does not require it; it — 
requires an enumeration to be made ‘‘ within 
every term of ten years.’’ If necessary to 
carry out the spirit of the Constitution, and 
secure equal tighta and just and impartial rep- 
resentation to all sections, Congress ought to 
reapportion oftener than once in ten years, but 
we cannot delay it longer. 

But it is said it has been the custom from 
1789 to the present to make a new apportion- 
ment only at intervals of ten years. Well, sir, 
if by following a custom we shall do a wrong 
we had better depart from it. A custom or a 
precedent should be followed only until there 
is good and sufficient reason to abandon it. 1 
suppose very little progress would ever have 
been made in the world if there had never been 
found men bold enough to depart from a pre- 
cedent. For myself, I will follow precedent 
only so far as justice and equity and the best 
interests of the people will in my judgment 
allow. But, sir, { deny that our fathers ever 
intended to establish the doctrme that to remedy 
great injustice and inequality a reapportion- 
ment could not be made within a period of less 
than ten years. The statement that they did so 
intend is supported by no shadow of proot 


whatever. Itis the merest possible assump- 
tion. Finally it is urged that there will not 


be time enough after the taking of the cen 
sus and before the election of the Forty-Second 
Congress to make the new apportionment. 

By the provisions of the census bill which 
we have passed the census returns are to be 
made by the Ist day of July. The elections 
generally take place in October and Novem- 
ber. There is, therefore, time enough. The 
certificate of the Secretary of the Interior show- 
ing the new apportionment will reach the most 
distant State in the Union by the middle of 
July. Under this bill I presume the repre- 
sentation in each State would remain as now, 
or be increased. Such States as have their 
representation increased will elect the addi- 
tional number on a general ticket. In States 
where there is no change in the number the 
present districting will remain; so that it is 
not probable that it will be necessary to call 
together the Legislature of asingle State. This 
measure is, however, of too much importance 
to be put alone upon the ground that its exe- 
cution will oecasion no inconvenience. I put 
it upon the higher ground of the public good and 
of justice tothe people. It is nothing less than 
& proposition to allow the people to have their 
rights in this House; it is the answer of this 
Congress to the demand of more than four 
millions of our fellow-citizens to be allowed a 
fair representation in the law-making body o! 
this Government. ‘ No government, and espe 
cially no republican government, can afford to 
give to the people governed just cause of com- 
plaint. Least of all can a Government such 
as ours, which ‘‘derivesall its just powers from 
the consent of the governed,”’ afford to deny 
the right of representation, full, i qust, 
and equal representation, to any Class of its 
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citizens or to any section of its domain. Let 
us remember that the strength of this Repub- 
ic is in its impartial justice, its vigilant watch 
over the rights of all, more than in anything 
else. 

Mr. PAINE obtained the floor. 

Mr. DAWES. I ask the gentleman to yield 
the floor to me for the purpose of making a 
report from the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. PAINK. I will first yield to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Jupp. | 

Mr. JUDD. [ask unanimous consent of the 
House to present some amendments to the 
pending bill, in order that they may be printed 
tor the use of the House. 

There was no objection ; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

COMMITTEK ON BANKING AND CURRENCY. 

Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Appropriations, reported a 
bill (HI. It. No. 861) making appropriations to 
defray the expenses of the Committee on Bank- 


og and Currency; which was read a first and | 


econd time. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
um of $3,000, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, shall be appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated for the purpose of defraying the ex- 


penses of the Committee on Banking and Cur. | 
rency incurred in fulfillment of the order of | 


the House of Representatives. 

The question was on the bill being engrossed 
and read a third time. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [desire that some explan- 
ation should be given of the object of this ap- 
propriation. : 

Mr. DAWES. The object of the ee 
ation will perhaps be best explained by the 
reading of a letter from the chairman of the 
Committee on Banking and Currency. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Wasuinaton, D.C., January 17, 1870. 
Dean Sir: The Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency are now making investigations into the gold 
panic, as ordered by the House. I find that there is 

uo appropriation for the payment of witness fees. 
it is impossible to say how much money will be 
required for this papers, but I presume $3,000 will 
not be more than sufficient, and the expenses may 
exceed that amount. We are every day discharging 
witnesses, andit is very embarrassing to them not to 


receive their pay upon their discharge. I therefore | 


recommended that an appropriation of at least $3,000 
he made immediately for the purpose indicated. 
Very respeetfally, yours, y 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Chairman Committee on Banking and Currency. 
llon. H. L. Dawns, Chairman of the Committee on 
{ppropriations, House of Representatives. 
lhe bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
ead a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


ISTHMUS OF DARIEN. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York, by unanimous 
submitted the following resolution ; 
vhich was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, Vhaat the President of the United States 
© respectfally requested to inform this House under 
viet aet of Congress or by what other authority 
ippropriations for the Navy are diverted to the sur- 
vey of the Isthmus of Darien. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York, moved to 
econsider the vote by which the resolution was 
and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

lhe latter motion was agreed to. 


REPORT ON THE PARIS EXPOSITION. 


consent, 


nugreed to: 


Mr. HAIGHT, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following preamble and resolation, 


and moved that they be referred to the Com- | 


mittee On Printing: 


Whereas the State Department have published a 
valuable report of the commissioner to the Paris 
Exposition, but not a sufficient number to supply 
members of Congress with single copies: and whereas 
the Sevate of the United States have ordered copies 
io he furnished for the use of the Senate: Therefore, 

Hesolved, That the Committee on Printing be 
directed to report a joint resolution for the printing | 
of six thousand copies of said report for the use of | 
members of this House. 


The motion was agreed to. 
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D. B. ALLEN & CO. 

Mr. T'WICHELL, by unanimous consent, | 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 862) to provide | 
for the payment of D. B. Allen & Co. for ser- | 





i | J anuary 17, 
Mr. SARGENT. I move that the House d 
_ now adjourn. se do 


| The question was put, and there w 


- o« €re—ayes 
| 78, noes 82. yes 


vices in carrying the United States mails ; which | So the motion was aged to; and there. 
| 


was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


| Roads. 


RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS IN ALASKA. 


mitted the following resolution; which was 


| read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, The the Secretary of the Treasury be 


| directed to furnish the House a statement of the 
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sources, in Alaska, since that territory was incorpor- 
ated with the United States; also the disbursemen 

and payments from the United States Treasury in 
mquatetning the authority of the United States and 


collecting the revenue in that territory. 


PAYMENT OF PENSIONS. 
Mr. SHANKS, by unanimous consent, sub- 


| mitted the following resolution; which was 


read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in- 


|| structed to inquire into the expediency and justice 


of providing alaw granting pensions in accordance 
with the rank of the pensioner held at the time of 
discharge instead of the rank held by the pensioner 
at the time he received the injury or incurred the 
disease for which the pension is allowed. 


UNITED STATES CONSULATES. 
Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, pre- 


| sented letters from the Secretary of State pro- 


posing changes in regard to compensation and 
duties of several of the consulates of the United 
States ; which were referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


NAVAL PENSIONS. 


——— a letter from the Secretary of the 
Navy in regard to naval pensions; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


NAVY DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. SCHUMAKER, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to furnish the Iiouse with a statement of the 
number of men employed in the several navy-yards 
on the lst of March, the lst of July, the lst of Septem- 
ber, and the Ist of December, 1869; and also to in- 
form the House whether the expendtiures of the 
Navy Department for the.fiscal year ending 30th 
June, 1869, exceed $17,356,350 18, the amount appro- 
priated; and if so, how much. 


PANOCHE GRANDE CLAIM. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I am instructed by the 
Judiciary Committee unanimously to report a 
joint resolution with regard to the Panoche 
yrande claim in California, and to ask that it 
be put on its passage. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
tion of the joint resolution at this time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to state that it 
is the unanimous recommendation of the Judi- 
ciary Committee, and that it involves the ques- 
tion whether the House will execute its order 
or not. I move to suspend the rules that the 
joint resolution may be considered now. 

Mr. SARGENT. _[ rise to a point of order. 

‘The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. | 

Mr. SARGENT. It is that there is nowa 
bill pending before the House, and that a mo- 
tion to suspend the rules cannot be made while | 
that bill is under consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. 

Mr. SARGENT. Then I hope the House | 
will not suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not debat- | 


Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to say further to | 


the House by the order of the committee that 
both the parties interested have appeared before 
the committee and asked to have witnesses 
examined ; but we cannot do it unless this res- 
olution be passed. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order to dis- 
cuss the motion to suspend the rules. 


Mr. SCOFIELD, by unanimous consent, 
| 
| 
| 
} 


I object to the considera- 
{ 
| 
| 


upon (at four o’clock an 


thirty minutes 
the House adjourned. » m. 





| PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. WILLARD, by unanimous consent, sub- 


The following petitions, &c., were presente, 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : ; 
| By Mr. ARMSTRONG: A petition of cit 


sylvania, for the abolition of the franking priy 
ilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Rearing Brane) 
| Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, for the samo’ 
| _ Also, a petition of citizens of Glen Union 
| Clinton county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Salona, (jj, 
ton county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Mansfield an4 
vicinity, Tioga county, Pennsylvania, for tho 
same. 
| Also, a petition of citizens of Potter county. 
| meeerrene for the same. : 
| 


| 

| receipts from revenue and customs, and all other izens of Jersey Shore, Lycoming county, Peny 
| 
' 





By Mr. ASPER: The petition of Hugh )), 
| Marshall and others, of Unionville, Putnay 
county, Missouri, asking for the abolition of th. 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of C. C. Colt and others, 
| of Easton, Buchanan county, Missouri, asking 
for the abolition of the franking privilege, 

By Mr. BARNUM: The petition of Lucretiy 
I’. Sheffield, for increase of pension and back 
pay, amounting tothe sum of about seven huy 
| dred dollars. 

By Mr. BEATTY: The petition of Byroy 
McKee, late private in company C, eleventh 
Ohio volunteer infantry, for pension. 

Also, the petition of Joseph M. Campbell, 
| G. H. Holland, and others, citizens of Jerome. 
Richland county, Ohio, praying for the abo)! 
tion of the franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of Rufus Sears and {7 
others, citizens of Richland county, Ohio, sei 
ting forth that the recent construction placed 
upon the Jaw for the collection of interna! 
| revenue by which farmers and those producing, 
vending, and selling vegetables, grains, aud 
other products of the farm are held to be pro 
duce brokers, and taxed as such, is onerou 
| and unjust, and imposes an unequal tax upou 
| labor ; andif such is held to be the true cou: 
| struction of the law they ask that the law be 
| so amended as to exempt the class of producers 

affected by the decision of the Commissioner. 

By Mr. BIRD: A petition for the abolition 
of the franking privilege from citizens of 
Pluckemin, Somerset county, New Jersey. 

By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: Th: 

etition of Mary A. Lovejoy, mother of Newtou 

sovejoy, latea private in company F’, thirteenth 
regiment United States infantry, for a special 
act for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Margaret Gannon, widow 
of Thomas Gannon, late a private in company 
B, first regiment Massachusetts cavalry volun 
teers, for a special act for a pension. 





|| Also, the petition of Hannah J. Kittredge, 


mother of Charles E. Kittredge, late a private 
in company A, second regiment Massachusetts 
volunteers, for a special act for a pension. 
Also, the petition of Sarah Whiting, widow 
of Joseph B. Whiting, late a second lieutenant 
in the twenty-sixth regiment Massachusetts 
volunteers, for a special act for a pension. _ 
By Mr. BURR: A petition of citizens of 
Windsor, Illinois, for the abolition of the frank: 
ing privilege. 
Also, petitions from citizens of Nokomis 
and Gillespie, Illinois, praying for the abo- 
'| lition of the franking privilege. 
| By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
George L. Thacher and 81 others, citizens 0! 
Hyanis, Massachusetts, praying for the repeal 
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By Mr. CESSNA: A petition of citizens of 
merset county, Pennsylvania, praying Con- 
see to abolish the franking privilege. 

“ny Mr. CLARKE: The petition of A. J. 
+e and others, of Eudora, Kansas, for 
he abolition of the franking privilege. 

“Also, the petition of J.S. Pilla and others, 
of Eudora, Kansas, for the passage of a law 
the compulsory prepayment of all domestic 


s( 


stages. 

By Mr. COBURN: The petition of Pheebe 
Wood and Sylvia A. Wood, heirs of Jethro 
Wood. deceased, praying compensation in lands 
for services rendered the country by said Jethro 
\Vood’s patent plow. 3 13 dt 

By Mr. COOK: A petition of citizens of 
iano, Kendall county, Illinois, praying for 
he abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Strentor, La 
Salle county, Illinois, praying for the abolition 
¢ the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Seneca, La 
Salle county, Illinois, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Hinsdale, 
illinois, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. COWLES: A petition of citizens 
f Cayuga county, New York, for pension to 

diers of the war of 1812. 

Also, a petition of citizensof Wayne county, 
New York, for abolition of the franking privi- 


ege, 

By Mr. CULLOM: A petition of numer- 

us citizens of Sangamon, Woodford, and 

McLean counties, in the State of Illinois, ask- 

ing the immediate abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. DICKINSON: The petition of Peter 
l‘ox and others, citizens of Erie county, Ohio, 
praying Congress to abolish the franking priv- 
ilege. 

By Mr. DOX: The petition of W. E. Hoke 
and others, of Athens, Alabama, asking for 
relief, 

By Mr. DYER: A petition of 15 citizens, 
soldiers in the war of 1812, residents of Calla- 
way county, Missouri, praying for bounties. 

Also, the petition of Rufus Campion, of 
Missouri, asking for a pension. 

By Mr. FERRISS: The petition of William 
H. Real, for relief. 

By Mr. FERRY: The petition of John W. 
Hopkins, Henry Pennoyer, Heber Squier, 
Robert Howlett, and 37 others, of Grand 
Haven, Michigan, praying against free trade 
in vessels, and in favor of the removal of taxa- 
tion on shipbuilding and sailing interests. 

Also, the petition of George C. Finney, C. 
Wright, John Connor, and 107 others, captains, 
essel owners and agents, of Chicago, Illinois, 
praying for an appropriation for the improve- 
ment ot the harbor at Aux-Bees-Scies, on Lake 
Michigan. 

Also, the petition of I. F. Whiling, P. J. 
Ralph, A. KE. Bissell & Son, Trowbridge, Wil- 
cox & Co., and 116 others, steamboat and 
vessel owners, shipbuilders, insurance agents, 
and oflicers of the Board of Trade of the city 
of Detroit, praying for an appropriation for the 
improvement of the harbor at Aux-Bees-Scies, 
on Lake Micigan. 

By Mr. FISHER: Three petitions for the 
abolition of the frauking privilege. 

_ Also, two petitions for an appropriation to 
improve the harbor at the mouth of T'welve 
Mile Creeks. 

_Also, a petition for pensions to certain sol- 
diers of the war of 1812. 

By Mr. GETZ: A petition of 40 citizens of 
of the borough of Hamburg, Berks county, 
Pennsylvania, praying the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. GREENE: A petition from the 
Grand Army of the Republie to have the rey- 
enue laws so amended as to exempt maimed 
soldiers and sailors from the license tax as 
organ grinders, Xc. 
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By Mr. HALDEMAN: 
relief of Jane McMurray. 
By Mr. HAWLEY: A petition of 20 mem 
bers of the bar of the city of Quincy, Illinois, 
praying for increased compensation to the 

judges of the courts of the United States. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Andalusia, 
Illinois, praying for the abolition of the frank 
ing privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Chattan, Ili 
nois, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Dallas City, 
Illinois, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Carthage, 
[llinois, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Burton, Illi 
nois, for the same purpose. 

3y Mr. INGERSOLL: The petition of E. 
H. Conibear and 43 others, citizens of Mineral, 
Bureau county, Illinois, praying the abolition 
of the franking privilege and prepayment of 
postage on printed matter. 

By Mr. JOHNSON: The memorial of T. 
Dowling. 

Also, the memorial of D. W. Martindall. 

sy Mr. JULIAN: The petition of B. F. 
Ballenger and 44 others, citizens of Milroy, 
tush county, Indiana, praying Congress to 
amend the postal laws of the United States. 

Also, the petition of G. W. Robbins and 115 
others, citizens of Economy, Wayne county, 
Indiana, praying Congress to amend the postal 
laws of the United States. 

Also, the petition of James A. Scott and 42 
others, citizens of Wayne county, Indiana, 
praying Congress to abolish the franking priv- 
ilege. 

Also, the petition of B. F. Ballenger and 
15 others, citizens of Milroy, Rush county, 
Indiana, praying Congress to abolish the frank- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. KELSEY: A petition of 32 citizens 
of Gypsum, Ontario county, New York, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 105 citizens of Terry, Yates 
county, New York, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of 83 citizens of West Bloom- 
field, New York, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of 44 citizens of Benton, 
New York, for the same purpose. 

3y Mr. KETCHAM: Three petitions of 
citizens of the towns of Chatham, Stuyvesant, 
and Elizaville, New York, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. LAFLIN: The petition of J. B. Clark 
and others, of Woodville, Jefferson county, 
New York, in favor of the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Charles W. Van Ant- 
werp and others, of Natural Bridge, New York, 
in favor of the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege. 

By Mr. LYNCH: The petitions of Howard 
ust and others, citizens of Springvale, Maine, 
asking the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. MAYHAM: Two petitions of 160 
citizens of the city of Albany, for the erection 
of a United States building in that city. 

Also, petitions of the city of Albany, New 
Y ork, asking the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege. 

By Mr. MERCUR: A petition of 73 citi- 
zens of Lime Ridge, Columbia county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying that the franking privilege be 
abolished. 

Also, a petition of 30 citizens of Rummer- 
field Creek, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, 
asking that the franking privilege be abolished. 

Also, the petition of William Silver, captain 
company G, fifty-second Pennsylvania volan- 
teers, for a special act in favor of his claim for 
invalid pension No. 157745. 

Also, a petition of 42 citizens of Rome, 
sradford county, Pennsylvania, asking that 
the franking privilege be abolished. 

By Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey: The peti- 
tion of James S. Von Brunt, president of the 
Vessel-Owners and Captains’ Association of 


A petition for the 
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New York, and others, stating that the light 
boat over wreck of steamship Scotland, on 
False Hook, bay of New York, is about to 
be removed, and requesting that it may be 
retained permanently. 

Also, the petition of Captain Albert French 
and 1,000 others, owners end masters of ves 
sels, praying that a suitable light-ship be placed 
on Winter-Quarter shoal, to mark the loca 
tion of said dangerous shoal, which has been 
the source of great destruction to life and 
property. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Illinois: A petition ask 
ing thatan additional pension be paid to Andrew 
3. Rodgers, late captain of company A, twen 
tieth regiment Illinois volunteer infantry. 

By Mr. MeCARTHY: A petition of citi 
zens of Camillus, New York, for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from the town of Manlius, 
on the same subject. 

By Mr. McCRARY: A petition of citizens 
of Van Buren county, lowa, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Russell Smith, of Farm 
ington, lowa, praying to be allowed a pension 
on account of wounds received at the battle of 
Athens, Clark county, Missouri. 

By Mr. NEGLEY: A petition asking Con 
gress for an appropriation for the reliet of J. 
Snowden & Son, of Brownsville, Pennsylvania, 
builders of the iron-clads Manayunk and 
Umpqua. 

Also, a petition forthe reliefof Henry Beares, 
a soldier of 1812. 

Also, a petition for the relief of Belinda 
Craig, of Alleghany county, Pennsylvania. 

Also, a memorial from prominent citizens 
of Pittsburg, in behalf of the staff officers of 
the Navy. 

Also, a memorial from certain officers in the 
United States Army who have been deprived 
of their brevet rank bythe act of March 1, 1869. 

By Mr. ORTH: A petition from citizens of 
Indiana, asking that the franking privilege be 
abolished. 

3y Mr. PACKARD: A petition of citizen 
of Michigan City, Indiana. tor the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. PALMER: A petition from inhab 
itants of Stuart, Guthrie county, lowa, for th: 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from inhabitants of Glen 
wood, Mills county, Iowa, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from inhabitants of Avoca, 
Pottawattomie county, Iowa, for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from inhabitants of Tabor, 
Fremont county, Iowa, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. POLAND: The petition of H. C 
Lane and 60 others, citizens of Westminster, 
Vermont, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

Also, the petition of James Rt. Stevens and 
44 others, citizens of St. Johnsbury, Vermont, 
for the same purpose. 

By Mr. POMEROY : The petition of L. M. 
Pemberton and others, of Hamilton county, 
Iowa, for the abolition of the franking priv 
ilege. 

By Mr. READING: The petition of Marion 
P. Allen and Lewis 8S. Bingham, of Philadel 
phia, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, the petition of 39 citizens of New Hope, 
Pennsylvania, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, the petition of 42 citizens of Morris 
ville, Bucks county, Pennsylvania, for th 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. RICE: A petition of certain cit 
izens of Lewis county, Kentucky, asking the 
establishment of a post route from Vanceburg. 
Lewis county, to Grayson, Carter county, Ken 
tucky. ss 

By Mr. SARGENT: The petition and me 
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morial of the Ladies’ Seaman’s I’riend Society | 


of San Francisco. 

By Mr. SAWYER: A memorial of 42 cit- 
izens of Harrisville, Wisconsin, for the abolli- 
tion of the franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of Isaac Stephenson and 
i} others, citizens of Oconto county, Wiscon- 
sin, praying for the passage of the Sturgeon 
hay and Lake Michigan ship-canal and harbor 
of refuge bill. 


Also, a memorial of owners and masters 


of lake steamers and vessels, for the establish- 


ment of a light-house at Ahnepee, Kewaunee | 


county, Wisconsin. : 
Also, the memorial of J. M. Smith and 96 


others, citizens of Green Bay, Wisconsin, ask- 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege. | 
By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Mrs. || 


M. M. Stickney, claiming half pay dae her 


father as one of the oflicers in the Army of the || 


Revolution. 

By Mr. SLOCUM: A petition of citizens of 
New York, for removal of tax on the manu- 
facture of books. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Ohio: A petition of citi- 
zens of Clermont county, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 


Also, a petition of citizens of Brown county, | 
Ohio, for the abolition of the franking privilege. | 
Also, a petition of citizens of Clinton 


county, Ohio, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Highland 
county, Oho, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Highland 
county, Ohio, who were soldiers in the war of 
1812, asking that pensions, bounties, &c., be 
granted to the surviving soldiers of said war. 

By Mr. SMYTH, of Iowa: The petition of 


George W. Dickinson and 232 others, citizens || 


of Clarence, Cedar county, lowa; of Charles 
Iiverts and 42 others, citizens of Dixon, Scott 
county, Iowa; and of 8. Coburn and 38 others, 


citizens of Wyoming, Jones county, lowa—all | 


asking forthe abolition of the franking privilege. 


By Mr. STARKWEATHER: The petition | 


of Robert Palmer and others, of Noank, Con- 


necticut, shipbuilders, asking for a repeal of | 


tax on ship-building material. 

By Mr. STEVENS: The petition of George 
A. Putnam and 59 others, citizens of Lynde- 
horough, New Hampshire, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. SEOKES: A petition in the case of 
Aaron Dove. 


By Mr. STOUGHTON: The petition of || 


Hon. Warren Chapman, Hon. A. H. Mor- 


rison, and over 206 others, citizens and busi- 


ness men of St. Joseph, Michigan, asking for || 


an appropriation of $80,000 for the improve- 
ment of the harbor at that place. 

Also, the petition of T. E. Clapp, D. P. 
Hamilton, and many others, citizens of White 
Pigeon, Michigan, asking for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Andrew Longstreet, 
N. B. McKenney, and many others, citizens 
of Lawton, Michigan, asking for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of D. B. Purinton, R. F. 
Mockeridge, and many others, citizens of Cold- 
water, Michigan, asking for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND: A petition of va- 
rious manufacturing companies and iron man- 
ufacturers, concerning Commissioner Wells’s 
report so far as it concerns pig-iron. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Riddle and 
er for the abolition of the franking privi- 
ege. 

By Mr. TRIMBLE: The petition of W. W. 
ee for the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege. 

Also, the petition of W. H. Penn and others, 
to abolish the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of G. W. Shervell and 
others, for modification ofthe franking privilege. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


By Mr. TWICHELL: The petition and 
memorial of Mary A. Kensenger, Mary A. Fry, 


| Elizabeth Bray, Albira Treat, and Charity | 


Hart. 

By Mr. UPSON : The petition of Ann Me- 
Kale, for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Helen A. M. Edwards, 
for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Morris R. Hughes, for 
arrears of pension. 

Also, a resolution of the Board of Trade of 
Cleveland, Ohio, asking Congress to authorize 
the Secretary of War to provide for taking 

meteorological observations in the interior and 
transmitting the results thereof to the lake and 
Atlantic ports. 
Also, aresolution of the Board of Trade of 
Cleveland, Ohio, in favor of admitting timber, 
lumber, materials for ship-building, and wood 
for fael free of duty. 

Also, the petition of George Stanley and 38 
others, citizens of Summit county, Ohio, for 
| the abolition of the franking privilege. 
| Also, the petition of H. B. Boynton and 93 
| others, citizens of Cuyahoga county, Ohio, on 
the same subject. 

By Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts : 
A memorial of the Hamilton Woolen Com- 
| pany, of Southbridge, Massachusetts, praying 
authority to sue in the Court of Claims for the 
refanding of certain moneys due under the 
act of Congress, March 3, 1863, and conferring 
juridiction thereof on said court. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Luey Weisley, of 
| Deerfield, Massachusetts, asking fora pension. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Olive 8S. Snow, 
| of Massachusetts, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. WHITTEMORE: A petition of the 

| citizens of Marlborough county, South Caro- 
lina, asking the abolition of the franking priv- 
| ilege. 
‘| By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio: The petition of 
| E. Deletombe, and 45 others, citizens of Gallip- 
olis, Ohio, praying for the passage of a law 
abolishing the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WOODWARD: Three petitions of 
| citizens of Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, for the 
‘| abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WELKER: The petition of Mary 
M. Nye, widow of Benjamin I’. Nye, late of 
company I, fifty-fifth Ohio volunteer infantry, 
for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Charles Camp and 38 
| others, citizensof Homerville, Medina county, 
|| Ohio, asking the abolition of the franking 
|| privilege. 

Also, the petition of Daniel C. Martin and 
| 92 others, citizens of Reedsburg and vicinity, 
‘| Wayne county, Ohio, on the same subject. 

| Also, the petition of Jacob Schlandieker, 
| asking to be reimbursed for moiety due under 
| internal revenue laws. 

Also, the petition of George W. Traner, 
| 


asking compensation for furnishing materials 
and building barracks and stables in Paola and 
other places in Kansas, under certain con- 
tracts. 
By Mr. WELLS: A memorial from the 
letter-carriers. stationed at St. Louis, for an in- 
| creased salary. 

By Mr. WHEELER: The petition of John 
Mills, father of John Mills, private in first 
Kansas infantry, and killed at the battle of 
Wilson’s creek. 


| IN SENATE. 
Tvrspay, January 18, 1870. 
5 Reaver by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Newman, 





The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 





ate a letter fromthe Secretary of the Treasury, 
recommending an appropriation for the pur- 
chase of the buildings on David's Island, East 
river, New York, formerly an army hospital, 


} by the Treasury Department fo 





January 18, 


) ‘ r marine hos. 
pital purposes; which was referred to t] 
Committee on Appropriations. P 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. WILSON. I present a petit; Die 
eral citizens of Westborough, Massecle 9a” 
| in favor of the abolition of the miscalled frank: 

ing privilege, but which should be called the 
franking burden. I move its reference to 4, 
Committee on Post Offices and Post | 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CARPENTER presented a petition ,; 
citizens of the United States, praying t c 
| ognition of the independence of Cuba: 
_was referred to the Committee on 
| Relations. 
|| He also presented a petition of Richard 
|| Wohlfarth and others, citizens of Minnegoty 
|, praying the enactment of laws to provide fo. 
| an increased and elastic volume of currency 
| to the extent of $300,000,0005; which wag re. 
| ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Jeannetts 
| O’ Connor, praying payment for property taken 
| 

his recent annual message, that the salaries of 
| the justices of the Supreme Court be advanced 
| to the same extent that the two Houses of Con- 
| gress have advanced their own; which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CARPENTER. [also presenta peti: 


from her by persons in the military service of 
Die o.8 . ye ° 
of citizens of Rock county, Wisconsin, 


to the 
Loads, 


he rec. 
Which 
Moreigy 





1864; which was referred to the Committee oy 
| Claims. 

He also presented a petition of First Liey 
tenant John P. Story, twelfth infantry, late of 
the thirty-fourth infantry, United States Army. 
praying Congress to pass a joint resolution ay 
thorizing the President of the United States t, 
appoint him a captain in the infantry, United 
States Army, to rank as such from Septembe; 
16, 1867, of which position he claims to haye 
been unjustly deprived ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of George (. 
Bates, Thomas Hoyne, and others, citizens of 
the United States, in favor of the recommend: 
ation of the President of the United States, iy 


| 
| 
| 


the United States in the years 1862, 1863, and 
praying for the abolition of the franking priv- 


ilege. Every mail brings me from my con- 
stituents about twenty letters demanding 


| documents to be sent to them under frank, 
| and about three petitions to have the franking 
privilege abolished. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The petition wil! 
|| be referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
|| and Post Roads. 

|| Mr. FENTON presented the petition of J. 
| Henry Williams, who prays that he be refunded 
| the duties on certain goods destroyed by fire 
| in the city of New York ; which was referred 
| to the Committee on I’inance. 

| Mr. POMEROY. 


I am charged with and 
have the honor to present a memorial elabor- 


| 
|| 
|| ately drawn and numerously signed by adopted 
|| citizens of the United States representing 2 
colonization of Germans. They set forth in 
their memorial that the opening of railroads 
| to the mountains of the United States has 
| brought to view desirable tracts of land upon 
| which they would be glad to settle; but that 
_ the lands are unsurveyed and they are not able 
'| to settle under the preémption and homestead 
} laws of the United States, because until the 
|| lands are surveyed they are not in the land 
| offices so that they can file and make their 
|| locations. They also set forth that even though 
homestead settlers get the lands at a mere 
| nominal price, still the expenses incident to 
|| that settlement are beyond the reach of ordinary 
| poor men ut such a remote distance from the 
eastern cities. This company is called ‘the 
German Company of Coltax,’’ and they pro: 
|| pose to settle in F'rémont county, in the Ter 
ritory of Colorado. While I am in favor both 
' of the name and the object that this coloniza 
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on company have in view, yet I see that there 

‘ystacies in the way of passing a law by 
hich. say, forty thousand acres, which is the 
 aeaher they ask for, can be set apart before 
 coryeys to any company; and however 
le and worthy the object is, I can see 
‘ficultiesin accomplishing it. However, 


vesirab 
reat dl 1 ; - 
i commend the memorial, with the accompany- 
.@ papers, to the Committee on Public Lands, 
ooo that it willreceive from that committee 
svery attention. 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The memorial 
will be referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands. 
MAT. DRAKE. I present the petition of a 
oumber of citizens of St. Louis, letter-carriers, 
praying for an increased and fixed compensa 
‘on; and subjoined to this petition is a paper 
“oned by the Lieutenant Governor of Missouri, 
‘he mayor of St. Louis, the judges of the courts, 
wud a large number of the first merchants of 
that city, stating that in view of their arduous 
physical labor in all sorts of weather, the 
weighty responsibilities of their trust, and the 
heavy obligations they are compelled to give 
for fidelity, they regard the letter-carriers as 
4 class the most overworked and the worst 
paid employés of the Government; and they 
cay they are certainly entitled to a living com- 
pensation, and that simple justice is all they 
ask; and these signers trust their petition 
will not be disregarded. I move the reference 

f the petition to the Committee on Post Offices 

and Post Roads. 

[he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present the remon- 
strance of sundry members of the bar of the 
county of Grayson, in Virginia, representing 
that they are informed that there is a proposi- 
tion to change the place of holding the United 
States district court from Wytheville to Chris- 
tiansburg, and they earnestly remonstrate 
against it for various reasons which they set 
forth. I present also a similar remonstrance 
from sundry members of the bar of Carroll 
county, Virginia, setting forth the same in- 
formation and making the same objections. I 
move that these memorials be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CRAGIN presented a petition of citi- 
zens of New Hampshire, praying the enact- 
ment of a law conferring on staff officers of 
the Navy such relative rank and privileges as 
will not impair the efficiency of the service; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of George H. 
Preble, Umited States Navy, asking that he may 
be allowed leave pay from October 12, 1862, to 
ebruary 21, 1863; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

_Mr. BUCKINGHAM presented a petition of 
citizens of Riverside, New Haven county, Con- 
necticut, praying the abolition of the franking 
privilege ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ihave amemorialsigned 
by G. Dawson Coleman, of Lebanon, Pennsyl- 
vania, and to whéch sundry other names are 
printed, combating certain statements in the 
report of Hon. David A. Wells in regard to 
iron matters. I move the reference of this 
memorial to the Committee on Finance. 

lhe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY presented a petition of citizens 
of Connecticut, builders of steam-engines and 
machinery, remonstrating against the granting 
of the petition of George H. Corliss for the ex- 
tension of his letters-patent of March 10, 1849, 
for improvements in the steam-engine; which 
was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

He also presented the petition of Alexander 
Mahood, of Virginia, praying for the removal 
of his political disabilities ; which was referred 
the select Committee on the Removal of Polit- 
ical Disabilities. 

Mr. BOREMAN presented the petition of |! 
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George K. Fox, of Loudoun count, Virginia, 
praying the removal of his political disabilities ; 
which was referred to the select Committee on 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

_ Mr. CASSERLY. I present a joint resolu- 
tion of the Legislature of the State of California 
in regard to the public lands in that State. The 
object of the resolution is that the public lands 
remaining in that State shall be withdrawn 
from private entry. This is a subject on which 
there is a great deal of feeling in that State, a 
large proportion of the lands there having 
already been absorbed for purposes of specu- 
lation. I ask that the resolution be read. 

rhe resolution was read, as follows: 

Whereas it is of the utmost importance that the 
public lands of the State of California should be re- 
served for the benefit of homestead and preém rtion 
settlement; and whereas a large quantity of the 
public lands of the State heretofore having been 
offered at public sale, and now subject to private 
entry, and in many instances have been and are now 
likely to be entered by non-resident persons for the 
purposes of speculation: Therefore, 

s Be ue resolved by the Senate, (the Assembly concur- 
ring,) That our Representatives in Congress be re- 
quested and our Senators instructed to use all pos- 
sible means in their power to obtain suitable and 
speedy legislation for the withdrawal from private 
entry of all public lands within this State; and that 
the Governor of this State be requested to transmit 
a copy of this resolution to our Representatives in 


Congress. 
WILLIAM HOLDEN, 
President of the Nenate. 
GEORGE H. ROGERS, 
Npeaker of the Assembly. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I move that the reso- 
lution be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CASSERLY also presented a petition of 
officersand members of the Sacramento County 
Medical Society, praying Congress to accord to 
the medical officers of our Navy such a degree 
of actual and substantial rank as properly 
belongs to them as members of an honorable 
profession, and such as will serve the best 
interests of the Navy and the country by offer- 
ing attractions in the former to men of thorough 
culture and honorable ambition, and rewards 
to long and faithful services in behalf of the 
latter; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WARNER presented a petition of two 
hundred and forty-six citizens of Alabama, 
praying the abolition of the franking privilege ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED 


On motion of Mr. HOWE, it was 


Ordered, That James Crutchett have leave to 
withdraw His petition and papers from the files of 
the Senate. 


On motion of Mr. HOWE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Charles 
and Henry W. Spencer be taken from the files of the 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 177) creating an additional land district 
in the Territory of Colorado, reported it with 
amendments. 

Mr. CASSERLY, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 825) amendatory of an act entitled ‘‘An act 
to further provide for giving effect to the various 
grants of public lands to the State of Nevada,”’ 
approved June 8, 1868, reported it with amend- 
ments. 

REPORT: OF COMMISSIONER WELLS. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Printing to offer the following 
resolution, and I ask for its present consider- 
ation : 


Resolved, Tuat there be printed for the use of the 
Senate two thousand copies of the report of special 
Commissioner Wells of the Treasury Department. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 
AMENDMENT TO A BILL. 
Mr. POMEROY. Task leave to present an 
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amendment by way of substitute for the bill 
(S. No. 369) to establish an additional land 
district in the State of Kansas. This is simply 
a substitute for a pending bill, which I ask to 
have printed, 

The motion to print was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DRAKE asked, and by unanimous con 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
403) to regulate the appraisement and inspec 
tion of imports in certain cases, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ABBOTT asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 404) to increase the efficiency of the Army; 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I desire to state that this 
bill is in accordance with the recommendation 
of the General of the Army substantially on 
different points. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and that it be 
printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. TIPTON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
405) to prohibit the sale of the public lands of 
the United States in Nebraska except to actual 
settlers; which was read twice by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 406 
to expedite the survey of private land claims ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FERRY asked, and by unanimous con 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
407) to remove the political disabilities of cer 
tain persons therein named; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the select Com 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 408) in relation to the judge of the dis 
trict court of the United States in the district 
of Kentucky ; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to printed. 

Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 409) authorizing the construction of a 
canal at or near Pass 4 1’ Outre, at the entrance 
to the Mississippi river, without expense to the 
Government, and for other purposes; which 

vas read twice by its title. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I desire to say that I 
have just received that bill from the president 
of the Chamber of Commerce of New Orleans, 
with a request that I introduce it. I know 
nothing whatever in regard to the merits of 
the bill. I move that it be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8. 
No. 410) granting lands to the State of Kansas 
to aid in the construction of a railroad in said 
State ; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 97) to restore William 
Pollard to his original rank in the engineer 
corps of the United States Navy; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Commitee 
on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

SEIZURE OF SPIRITS 

Mr. HAMLIN. I now move 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The 
hour has not yet expired. 

Mr. HAMLIN. i ask the Senate to take up 


the joint resolution introduced by the Senator 


morning 








bi 
; 
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from California (Mr. Co.e] the other day, for 
the perpess of disposing of it. 
, 


ie VICE PRESIDENT. Resolutions have | 
not yet been calied for; but the Senator from | 


Maine asks unanimous consent to take from 
the-table the joint resolution (S. R. No. 82) 


relating to the seizure of distilled spirits in | 


California, introduced by the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia, [Mr. Co.e,] in order that it may be 
disposed of. Is there objection? | 

Mr. STEWART. I hope that will not be 
taken up. It relates to a matter of a personal 
character, the discussion of which will certainly 
run over the morning hour. I shall insist at 
one o'clock on the special order, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Nevada object or withdraw his ob- 
jection ? see 

Mr. STEWART. I hope it will not be taken 
up. I do not object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator does 
not object to the motion being made. The 
Senate grants unanimous consent to the Sen- 
ator from Maine to move to proceed to the 
consideration of the joint resolution. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the 
consideration of the joint resolution (S. R. 
No. 82) relating to the seizure of distilled 
spirits in California. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending 
question is on the motion of the Senator from 
Maine, { Mr. Hamuin, ] that this joint resolution 
be poupenes indefinitely. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the 
resolution read. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 

W hereasin August last a large quantity of distilled 
spirits, in all about four thousand barrels, shipped 
from the port of New York to San Francisco, was 
seized in the latter port for alleged violation of the 
internal revenue laws; and whereas the said spirits 
are now held by the office of collector of internal rey - 
enue for San Francisco, subject, to such charge, but 
are likely to be released from seizure by the internal 
revenue authorities in Washington upon what is 
alleged to be insufficient, ex parte, and partial repre- 

entations made by the owners of said spirits: There- 
fore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the Commissioner of Internal Revenue be in- 
structed not to release said spirits, but to leave the 
same in the custody of the proper officers, that it may 
be determined by the judgment of the United States 


courts whether the same was properly seized for vio- 
lation of the revenue laws. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


of some Senator who wants this resolution in- | 


definitely postponed upon what ground we can 


vote to indefinitely postpone it if it merely asks | 
that the thing be left to the administration of | 
I’rom what I heard in the debate the | 


the law? 
other day I have no doubt that the Commis- 


sioner of Internal Revenue has acted in this as | 


he has in all other cases that I ever heard of, 
with entire integrity and with intelligence. 
Rut I confess I should be rather reluctant to 
vote to indefinitely postpone a resolution, in 
other words, to refuse to have it go to a com- 
mittee to be considered, which merely called 
upon one of the officers of the Government in 
a disputed case to let the agencies provided by 
law, that is ajudge and jury, determine whether 
the accused property should be forfeited or not. 
I cannot help thinking from what I have seen 
and heard in this country that all our executive 
otlicers having charge of the collection of the 
revenue, both external and internal, are alto- 
gether too easy in giving up property that they 
have seized as having been manufactured or 
used or imported in violation of law upon the 
= representations of claimants. 

believe, as a rule, that the best way of as- 
certaining whether a citizen has violated the 


law and has subjected his property to condem- | 


nation is to have the question tried where both 
sides can be present, where the witnesses can 
be swornand examined face to face, and where 
wn intelligent and impartial jury can determine 
whatisthe real trath. Executive officers, from 
the nature of their business, cannot have the 
time, they cannot have the opportunity to as- 


1 should like to inquire | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


: 
certain the real truth about such matters, and || Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend 


| I believe tRat the country loses millions every || 


| 


year from our officers, without any wrong in- 
tent on their part and with their best efforts 
to do what they think is their duty, being per- 
suaded by claimants whose property is seized, 
possibly backed up by Senators and members 
of Congress with their influence, on the ground 
that ‘‘this man is a good man, and he could not 
have committed a fraud’’ in giving up property 
| that they ought not to give up. 


| I do not see any reason to suppose that the 
| Commissioner of Internal Revenue has done 


| to suppose so, because he is a man whose life || say it will turn out that there is no reason for 


| has given the highest evidence of his rectitude 
,and propriety, still I should hope for some 
| explanation when I am asked to refuse to per- 
| mit a committee to investigate this matter. 


Mr. SHERMAN. The only effect of the 


| law requires him todo. ‘The law gives to every 
|| party interested the power to appeal tothe Secre- 
| tary of the 'l'reasury, and heis boundin a proper 


| judgment of the law. If he declines to surren- 
| der this whisky, as a matter of course the party 
| is then driven to hisremedy ; but if he surren- 
| ders it, that is an end of the transaction. In 
|| the present condition of affairs, while this reso- 
|| lution is pending, the Secretary of the Treas- 
/ury feels restrained from acting on the case, 
| and until he does act, until that remedy is ex- 
| hausted, until the right of appeal to the Com- 
| missioner of Internal Revenue and to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury is exhausted, there is no 
' 








| proceeding in the case, and there can be none, 
Consent the law points out the mode by which 
a person whose property is seized shall pursue 
it, and that is an appeal to the Secretary of the 
Treasury before he can resort to the courts. I 
do not think it is right to delay these parties. 
| I do not know who they are or where they 
' come from in pursuing their remedy. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Do I understand my 
friend from Ohio to say that before judicial 
proceedings can be instituted against this prop- 
erty and the claimants can assert their claim 
|| they must go through a 
| with the Secretary of the Treasury? 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
that is so or not. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


That cannot be the law. 


and why should these parties be deprived of 
| that right which is given to everybody else? 
‘| Why should they not be allowed that right 


process of a suit at law? Is that right? 

| Mr. EDMUNDS. That is exactly the in- 
| formation I am trying to get at, and I thought 
| the true way to get that information was to 
_ have my friend’s committee, which has charge 
| of all matters of that kind, take this resolution, 
| inquire into the circumstances, and report to 
/us to-morrow or the next day whether there 
| is anything peculiar about this case or whether 
jj it is an ordinary one. If itis an ordinary one, 
| of course we shall notinterfere. That is all I 
| suggest. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


When the suggestion was 


on Finance I urged my friend from California 
to change that motion and to propose to refer 
/it to another committee that has less to do. 
We certainly cannot stop in the Committee on 
| Finance in the examination of important pub- 


lic business involving the interests of the whole 
country to inquire into the propriety of a seiz- 
ure in California that we cannot know anything 
,about. There is the absurdity of this whole 
|, proceeding, that the Senate and committees of 
the Senate are called upon to examine into the 
question of whether this is a particular case 
or taking away from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury the right to decide upon a special seizure. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





I do not know whether | 
Mr. SHERMAN. At anyrate, the right of | 


appeal to the Secretary is clearly given by law; || 


rather than go through the long and expensive | 


/ made to refer this resolution to the Committee | 


| Senate and the Senate itself are bound 
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fi i will pardon 
me for suggesting that all committees of the 
—and 
brought to 
powers hy 
ot be any 


they do it every day when they are 
it—to inquire into abuses of publie 
executive officers. There would n 


| use in having a Senate if we did not do it 


| While in this particular case from the debate 


: Mr. SHERMAN, The question is whetho, 
in the mean time you will suspend the right ,: 
individuals to appeal to the officers of the Gp, 


| ernment pending our long and inevitable delay 


in the Senate. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That would depend som, 


|| what upon the assertion in respect to the 
| anything wrong, and [should be very reluctant | 


| pendency of this resolution is to prevent the | 
Secretary of the Treasury from doing what the | 


case to examine it and to act according to his || 








_ nary and regular one ; that if the Secretary ,; 
| the Treasury is ever to be invested with now. 


: 7 yar 
ticular case. Now, as I have suggested, | j 


are 


interference in this cause; that it is an opq 


i A powe, 
this is one of the cases where he Ought to ex. 


ercise it, one way or the other; but to have th» 
Senate refuse even to send a question of this 
kind to acommittee, where one of its members 
upon his responsibility charges that there ha. 
been improper conduct in some of the gubor. 


| dinates who are pressing this matter, is, as ; 





seems to me, going « great way. I am gyy, 


| the Committee on Finance with all its duties 


cannot perform a more useful office to thp 


| country than to take this particular case as , 


type and consider the bearing of the law whic} 
vests these discretions in executive officers 


| and these side methods of trial, and to ge, 


whether it would not be better on the whole 
to change the law upon the subject so as ; 
make cases of voluntary surrender by exec, 
tive officers, instead of a judicial trial, much 
less frequent than they are now. But, as | 
said before, I am not speaking to this particu. 


| lar case, because I have just the same estima. 
tion of the honorable Commissioner of Inter. 


nal Revenue that my friend from Ohio has, 
and that is entire trust in him. 
Mr. SAWYER. Mr. President, I should 


| like to ask whether it is asserted by the Sen 


ator from California that this case has eve: 
been submitted to the Secretary of the Treas. 
ury ; whether the appeal which exists by righ 


| from the Commissioner of Internal Reveny 
| to the Secretary of the Treasury has ever been 
reliminary process || 


taken by the parties? It seems to me that it 
the parties have taken their remedy throug) 
the ordinary channels to that officer of the 
Government, who has the right of the las’ 
decision before the courts, this is not the place 
to bring the cause. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If I understand it, th: 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue decides in 


| favor of the claimant, or is about so to decide. 


That is the allegation; and the claimant in 
whose favor the decision is made cannot appeal 
against it. He does not want to appeal. He 
has what he wants; whereas if the Commis: 
sioner of Internal Revenue decides that the 
seizure was illegal or improper, I do not under: 
stand that there is any law which authorizes 
the subordinate seizing officer to appeal to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. The appeal is 4 
right given to the owner of the goods. Now, 
as I understand it, my friend from California 
is objecting to this proceeding on the ground 


| that the owner of the goods is about to get « 


decision in his favor without a trial by jury 
in a case where he ought not to have it. In 
such a case there cannot be any appeal by the 


| seizing oflicer to the Secretary of the Treasury. 
| If the owner of the goods, having the decision 


of the Commissioner against him, wished to 
appeal to the Secretary of the Treasury instead 
of trying the case in the courts, that would be 
another thing. I do not say that it ought to 


| alter our action, but it would be a differen! 
| state of facts. 


| 
' 
| 


Mr. SAWYER. But, Mr. President, there 
are certain parties in all these cases who have 
interests in them outside of the Government: 
parties who were instrumental in causing the 
seizure, who gave the information, and whose 
interests would dictate to them to pursue those 
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-sterests in the courts. There is a regular, 
\owitimate way of getting their rights protected, 
wnd if they havea real interest which the courts 
will protect, they will, at the same time, it 
-oems to me, protect the interests of the Gov- 
Oe. DAVIS. Mr. President, I understand 
hat a deputy collector in California seized 
‘ur thousand barrels of whisky upon an allega- 

‘» of a violation of the revenue laws. I sup- 
nose if this state of fact be true, that deputy 
‘ollector has some interest in the seizure. The 
arge ig that this whisky was introduced in 


charge 


violation of the revenue laws. The claimants | 


nthe case submit that question to the col- 
iector of internal revenue, and he decides it in 
(vor of the claimants and against the deputy 
egllector who causes the seizure to be made. 
[ presume without any doubt, whether the law 
authorizes such a proceeding or not, that ifthe 
eputy collector feels that this whisky is about 
‘o be surrendered against the law, he can appeal 
formally or informally to the Secretary of the 
(reasury. Now, l understand that that appeal 
by the deputy collector in California from the 
decision of the Commissioner of Internal Rev- 


enue, because of error in that decision, has not |) 


been made, and it is with a view to an informal 
and authorized action of the Senate upon this 
subject that this resolution has been intro- 
duced. 

Whether the law—and I do not know whether 


| 


fectly fair and according to law up to the | 


moment of time when this whisky parted from 
the custody of that firm. : 

_ Distillers in Kentucky desire no evasions or 
frauds in the payment of the taxes upon whisky 
to be successful. They are fair dealers and 
distillers. 
frauds upon the Treasury. ‘They distill an ar- 
ticle fairly, and in the presence of the country 


They contemplate and practice no | 


they account for every gallon they make, and | 
they pay the legal tax upon every gallon, and | 
they want every other distiller to be forced to 


keep the same terms of the law, because it is 
only by # general payment of the tax by all 
distillers that the fair dealers can enter into 
competition with any prospect of suctess in the 
sale of their article. ‘These gentlemen in Paris, 
Kentucky, and other distillers in Kentucky 
with whom I am acquainted, desire or favor 
the passage of no whisky through the custom- 
| house or into market except by the payment 
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of the full tax upon it, and they are willing to | 
render all the influence and assistance they can | 


| to compel the exact and punctual payment 


|| Of all taxes upon whisky, because it is their 


interest to do so. 


|| this matter except this, which is an indirect 
| interest: Mr. Coleman is their customer ; they | 


it does or not—gives the deputy collector who | 


causes the seizure of property to be made for 


violation of the revenue laws a right to appeal || 


from the decision of the Commissioner where 
that decision has been against the seizure, I 
presume that if this deputy collector had any 
real ground of grievance he could formally or 
informally bring the decision of the Commis- 


sioner of Internal Revenue before the Secre- | 


tary of the Treasury and have his judgment 
upon the decision of the Commissioner. I 
understand that this has not been done. If it 
has not been done, in my judgment, there cer- 
tainly is no sufficient reason for the interposi- 
tion of the Senate in the matter. 

Now, Mr. President, I will make one or two 
remarks in relation to this subject. 
four thousand barrels of whisky sixteen hun- 
dred were distilled by constituents and friends 
of mine, the firm of Alexander & White. 


Of these | 


They succeeded Miller, whose whisky became | 


very celebrated, especially upon the Pacific 
coast, end who commenced its distillation about 
fifteen years since. He adopted the emblem 


of the chicken-cock, and has his whisky barrels | 


branded with it, and it has been known ever 
since as the ‘‘Chicken-Cock Whisky,’’ and is 
no such stuff as the honorable Senator from 
Qhio says is distilled in Cincinnati and from 
there retailed to California, but it is an article 
of the very first class. 

This firm is composed of two as honorable 
and honest men as there are in the United States. 
heir character is above suspicion and above 
reproach. They have been selling for years 
the whole product of their distillery to a man 
by the name of Coleman, of New York. They 
sold sixteen hundred barrels of this lot of 
four thousand barrels to Coleman and received 
instructions from him to pay the tax upon those 
sixteen hundred barrels of whisky, and to ship 
it to California via New York. 
Mr. Alexander has been in this city and has con- 
ferred with me in relation tothe subject. The 
whisky was barreled; they paid the taxes upon 
it according to the directions of the purchaser, 
Coleman, and after the payment of the taxes 
they shipped that whisky by his direction via 
New York to San Francisco. Mr. Alexander 
does not know what was done with the whisky 
after he shipped it, placed it upon the cars. 
and forwarded it; but up to that point of time 
be knows and he assures me that everything 
was lawful and fair, and that the tax was paid 
to the uttermost cent, and I indorse unequivo- 
cally the truth of his statement in relation to 
it. Ihave no doubt that everything was per- 





They did so. | 


have always found him honest, punctual, and | 


These gentlemen have no other interest in | 


| faithful to themselves and to the Government. | 
|| They have another contract with Mr. Coleman 


for fifteen hundred or two thousand barrels of 
| whisky, which he cannot receive and pay 


seizure and he is enabled to sell it in mar- 
ket in the course of fair traflic. He will then 
possess himself of the means of keeping his 
contract to purchase with these parties. 
is the interest, and the only interest that they 
have in the matter. 


| this seizure those gentlemen know nothing 
| and I know nothing. In relation to the six- 
teen hundred barrels, I suppose I know that 


That | 
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

Mr. POMEROY. With the consent of the 
Senator from Nebraska, [ wish to submit a mo- 
tion to reconsider an order which was entered 
yesterday, to print some documents received 
from the Secretary of the Interior in relation 
to the sale of certain lands in Kansas known 
as the lands of the ‘‘ Black Bob’’ band of 
Shawnees. The documents came here in re 
sponse to a resolution offered by my colleague, 
and as he was not in his seat at the time I moved 
that they be printed, not knowing what they 
were. | find that they are very voluminous, 
and I ask for a reconsideration of the motion 
that the subject may go to the Committee on 
Printing, in order that they may judge of it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair stated 
at the time that they were voluminous, but the 
Senator desired to have them printed. The 


Senator now moves to reconsider the motion 


for unless this whisky is relieved from its || 


In relation to the other whisky involved in || 


by which they were ordered to be printed. The 
Chair hears no objection, and it 1s so ordered. 

Mr. POMEROY. I now move that the 
papers be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

A message from the House of Representa 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the following bill 
and joint resolution ; in which it requested the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 861) making appropria 
tions to defray the expenses of the Committee 
on Banking and Currency; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 117) author 
izing the Secretary of War to place at the dis 
posal of ‘ Bridge’s Battery Association’’ at 
Chicago, Illinois, certain captured ordnance. 
VIRGINIA, 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 


STATE OF 


| resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
| No. 783) to admit the State of Virginia to rep- 


| the Commissioner has decided correctly accord- || 


ing to the law and the fact, unless some fraud 
has been practiced, of which Alexander & 
White know nothing, and of which I know 
nothing. 

As to the general panegyric that has been 


pronounced so generously by members of the || of the secretary of State of Virginia for permanent 


Senate upon the Commissioner of Internal 
| Revenue at present I say nothing. When the 
| proper time comes, as it will come, | shall give 
}; 50me 
and in relation to his official conduct which, in 
| the judgment of any unprejudiced man, would 


been delivered upon him for his integrity in 
his office. 
proper time. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. ‘The morning 
| hour has expired and the Virginia, bill is before 
the Senate, the pending question being on the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont, | Mr. 
Epmunps,] on which the Senator from Ne- 
braska [Mr. THAyER] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
Nebraska allow me to offeraresolution which 
will take but a moment? 

Mr. THAYER. Certainly. 

REGENT OF SMITHSONIAN 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I offer the following 
resolution, and ask for its present consider- 
ation : 


INSTITUTION. 


Resolved, That the President of the Senate appoint 
| amember to fill the vacancy in the Board of Regents 
of the Smithsonian Institution occasioned by the 
death of Hon. William Pitt Fessenden, late a Sen- 
ator from the State of Maine. 
The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair ap- 
points to fill the vacancy in the Board of Re- 
gents of the Smithsonian Institution, caused 


not entitle him to the high panegyrics that have | 


facts in relation to that Commissioner |} 


But of that I shall speak at the 


resentation in the Congress of the United 
States, the pending question being on the 
amendment of Mr. KpMuNps, which was to in- 
sert at the end of the bill the following proviso : 


Provided, That before any member of the Legisla 
ture of said State shall take or resume his seat, or any 
officer of said State shall enter upon the duties of his 
office, he shall take, subscribe, and file in the offic 


preservation an oath in the form following: “I, 
—, do solemnly swear that I have never taken 
oath as a member of Congress, or as an officer of (he 
United States, or as a member of any State Legis!a 
ture, or as an executive or judicial officer of any 
State, to support the Constitution of the United 
States, and afterward engaged in insurrection or re 


bellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to 


the enemies thereof; so help me God;” or such per 

son shall in like manner take, subscribe, and file th: 
following oath: “I, —,do solemnly swearthat 
L have, by act of Congress of the United States, been 
relieved from the disabilities imposed upon me by 
the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution of th 

United States; so help me God;” which oaths shall 
be taken before and certified by any officer lawfully 
authorized to administer oaths. And any perso: 





| who shall knowingly swear falsely in taking eithe: 


Will the Senator from | 


by the death of Mr. Fessenden, the Senator | 


'! from Maine, [Mr. Hamuin. } 


of such oaths shall be deemed guilty of perjury, and 
shall be punished therefor by imprisonment not les 

than one year and not more than ten years, and 
shall be fined not less than $1,000 and not more than 
$10,000. And in all trials for any violation of this 
resolution the certificate of the taking of either of 
said oaths, with proof of the signature of the party 
accused, shall be taker? and held as conclusive evi- 
dence that such oath was regularly and lawfully 
administered by competent authority: Andprovided 
further, That every person who shall neglect for the 
period of thirty days next after the passage of this 
resolution to take, subscribe, and file such oath as 
aforesaid shall be deemed and taken, to all intent 

and purposes, to have vacated his office. 


Mr. THAYER concluded his speech of yes- 
terday. [See Appendix. | 

Mr.NYE. Mr. President, I should not have 
obtruded a single remark more upon the Sen- 
ate in relation to the question now pending if 
it had not been for what the honorable Senator 
from Nebraska said yesterday, which I think 
demands at my hands at least a fuller explana 
tion of the views which I hold in this case. If 


| the question before the Senate was the repeal 


of the law of the 10th of April last the argument 
of the distinguished Senator from Nebraska 
i 
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would be entirely applicable, but upon the | 


present question I claim that it is entirely inap- 
plicable. 
A series of reconstruction acts, as they are 


called, that have received not only my sanction | 


but the sanction of the majority of the Repub- 


licans of this body, have been passed from time |, 


to time, to which I have given my most cor- 
dial and earnest support. Notwithstanding the 


passage of those acts there were last spring, 
just before the adjournment of Congress, three | 
States of the Union that seemed to be unpro- | 


vided for, or which would have to stand in the || 


position they then occupied until Congress 


again met, unless a bill was passed authoriz- || 


ing the President of the United States, at his 


i 


discretion, to submit in the way prescribed by | 
that law to those several States a mode of | 


returning again to the fold of the American 
Union. 


received the support of the honorable Senator 
from Nebraska. 

f the honorable Senator felt then that that 
law was insuflicient it was his duty to have 


prescribed more rigid and more exacting meas- | 


ures ; but in that law it was prescribed that the 
President of the United States should submit 
the constitution framed in Virginia tothe people 
of that State as a whole or in parts. And it 
will not be forgotten that we had passed at that 
time from standing here as guards instead of 
legislators ; that by the wisdom of the country 
the executive officer of this nation held the 
highest degree of confidence of the people of 
both parties ; and it was at such a time that 


the Senate of the United States determined to | 


leave the whole matter discretionary with him, 


and full power was given to him to submit the | 


constitution of the State of Virginia to the 


people, either to reject some of its provisions | 


or to have them all retained, as in his — 


ment he thought best. I trust that my Radi- 
calism is too well established to be questioned 
even by the Senator from Nebraska. It will 
be remembered that at that time what is known | 


The provisions of the law we then | 
passed received my hearty support, and they | 


Of the votes cast 9,136—to give the 


That, I think, is about a fair division of the | 
i parties. | 


| exact figures, which a friend has handed to | 


constitution as it now stands. 

What voice could be more potent to us than 
that—the voice of united Virginia, with scarcely 
votes enough against the adoptton of the con- 
stitution to count as ‘‘ seattering?”’ 


|| me—were polled against the adoption of the 


It stands | 
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before us to-day as the recorded judgment of | 
{ 


the citizens of Virginia. What does my hon- 
orable friend from Nebraska say to that? | 


Where stood our Radical friends in that fight? | 
_ Side by side and shoulder to shoulder with the | 


Conservative party of Virginia for the adop- 


| tion of this constitution with these, to them, 


obnoxious provisions stricken out. Sir, all 
classes, both Radical and Conservative, are 


'| estopped from denying that this constitution is 


it 


| 
{ 


| 
| 





| 
' 
| 


j 


| they misjudged in their manner of voting? Do 





j 


as the Radical party of Virginia, headed by Gov- | 


crnor Wells, andthe Conservative party, headed | 


by others, were both here invoking Congress to 
dosomething. I was importuned mysel{—and 


! form no exception tothe mass of Senators— | 
by both parties to have some law passed by | 


which Virginia could be admitted. 

I thought then, as the Radicals thought, that 
they had the power to carry that State. They 
interposed no objection to this law; they urged 
its passage. The representatives of the Rad- 
ical party here from that State urged its pas- 
sage upon us and its immediate considera- 
tion. ‘They thought then, as I say I thought, 
that they had the power to carry that State for 
the Republican party. But, sir, the rule was 
not prescribed for the Radicals; the rule as 
laid down was a rule of action for that State, | 
and they took the chances of success or defeat, | 
as every party does that enters the arena of | 
politics. That constitation was submitted, | 
under the power granted to the President, to | 
the people of Virginia by the President, and | 
they were at liberty to vote whether the two 
provisions of the constitytion which have been 
specially referred to should remain a part of | 





the constitution or whether they should be 
stricken out. Upon that question it seems | 
that the Conservative party, so called, were tri- 
umphant. Indeed, I do not know that that is 
altogether a fair conclusion, from the fact that | 
I have not at hand what the result of the vote | 
upon that constitution was; but it was adopted 
as it now stands by an overwhelming majority, | 
and therefore | take it for granted that a large | 
proportion ofthe Radical party, yea, all ofthem, 
voted for the adoption of this constitution as it 
is. Why dol say so? Because I find, if my 
recollection is correct, that 9,000 votes only in | 
the State of Virginia were polled in opposition | 
to the present constitution. The vote was | 
210,000 for it; 9,000 against it! I assume, 
therefore, that the 9,000 were Democrats. 


; 
| 
j 
| 
1 
| 
| 


_ to protect its citizens wherever they may be, 


| that the Senator from Nevada who sat furthest 
from him, (referring to me,) who had been as 








i| State refuses to protect its citizens it is the 


| party when I but echo its voice. 


_ by his ballot, and they have sent u 


overwhelmingly the judgment of Virginia as | 
recorded by her ballots. Does my honorable 
friend from Nebraska desire to hurl back in 
the teeth of his Radical friends the fact that 


we stand here as sitting in judgment upon the 
opinions then expressed by them? I answer 
nay. I repeat then, sir, I stand here upon my | 
position as sustaining the recorded judgment | 
of two hundred and ten thousand against nine | 
thousand opponents. This exhibits a unanim- 
ity unparalleled, unusual, at least as a polit- 
ical expression, upon the great chart by which 
a people are to be guided and governed—their 
constitution. 

Therefore, Mr. President, I ask my honor- 
able friend from Nebraska to recall his cen- 
sures upon me as having deserted the Radical 


Mr. THAYER. Will my friend permit me 
to remark that I certainly uttered no word 
implying desertion to him? 

fr. NYE. lI understand what it was; you 
wept over me, and I was about to say at that | 
time, ‘‘ Weep not for me, but weep for your- 
self.”’ [{Laughter.] I understand precisely 
what it meant. The Senator said that he did | 
not mean it in an offensive sense, but his heart 


bled over the recreancy of Republicans, and | 





true as the needle to the pole till his head was 
gray, had left with others. Sir, I stand here 
upon this record to vindicate myself and the 
Radical portion of the State of Virginia, for 
they voted for this constitution. Does the hon- 
orable Senator or do those who desire to 
change this constitution propose to sit in judg- 
ment on them and say that they were mistaken? 
They have spoken for themselves in the most 
solemn manner, each individually for himself 
here as | 
the united judgment of the Radical and the | 
Conservative party the highest indorsement | 
and approval of this constitution. 

Suppose our Radical friends had succeeded | 
in Virginia, they would have had the same 
constitution, and should we not have laughed | 
in the faces of the Conservative party if they 
had attempted to come here and by legisla- 
tive enactment overthrow the voice of a free 
people? Certainly we should. That is pre- 
ious the ground on which I stand now; this 
is the voice of united Virginia, and that is the 
reason it receives my indorsement. 

But my honorable friend from Nebraska 
seems to think that his duty goes further than 
those who go for this measure as it is; that he 
has a higher and a nobler duty; that he is to 
see that all classes of men are protected every- 
where. I join with my honorable friend in 
that; it is the highest duty of the Government 


| 








on sea or land, and to resent promptly an in- 
sult offered to its humblest one. Sir, that 
power is not lost to this Government if Vir- 
ginia has a Conservative Governor or a Con- 
servative Legislature. That power remains 
inherent in this Government, and whenever a 
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bounden duty of the Government of Ini 

States to step forth in its majesty aba the 
that protection. And whatever party may } om 
succeeded in Virginia, whatever arty it 
succeed anywhere, whenever that fact ig! 
parent it is the duty and it is within the fe “PD 
of this Government to step forth to rescue in 
citizens from wrong. That argument, tho. 
fore, falls to the ground. raed 

The plain English, then, of the argumoy, 
of the Senator from Nebraska is, “ \V, oa 
hold this State in its present condition of , : 
certainty until the Radical party shall haye «.. 
power in Virginia.”’ Sir, f have too high . 
regard for the elective franchise, I value ;,, 
highly that privilege of the American ¢jtiy., 
not to bow to its behests always. Ay, sir, hoy 
often have all of us stood in a position wher, 
a few more votes would have helped us: }y, 
‘* the voice of the people is the voice of (joj 
so far as that is concerned. 

Mr. President, the law of April 10, 1869 
which I hold in my hand, preScribes exa¢|, 
what the Legislature of Virginia, no matter |), 
what party it might be elected, was require 
to do before that State could be again received 
in this Union or entitled to representation jy 
Congress. I asked the other day when [ had 
the honor to address the Senate, I ask again 
now, is there a single provision, a single re. 
quirement of this law that was prescribed t, 
them which they have not complied with? | 
ask the honorable Senator from Nebraska jf 
they have not fulfilled it to its extremest re. 
quirement, and met it and fulfilled its obliga. 
tions like men? 

Mr. President, I presume I have no higher 
regard for plighted honor and for plighted faith 
than the honorable Senator from Nebraska: 
perhaps not so high a regard ; but I hold to this 
rule of action in every sphere of life: stand by 
youragreement. If you were unfortunate in the 
conditions of your agreements stand by them 
at al! bovards. I understand this to have been 
the agreement on the part of the Congress of 
the United States: thatif Virginia fulfilled the 
conditions of the law of April 10, 1869, there 
were to be no further questions put. Is there 
a Senator around this circle who did not un 
derstand it so? Is there one who does not s 
understand it now? 

Now, sir, to illustrate a little. Suppose they 
had come here and asked admission with on 
of the conditions non-fulfilled, quicker than 
thought would the honorable Senator from 
Nebraska say to them, ‘‘ You have not fulfilled 
your obligations,’’ and that would have been 
good reason for keeping them out. 

Mr. YATES. Will the Senator allow meto 
interrupt him for a moment’? 

Mr. NYE. Certainly. 

Mr. YATES. Since the passage of the re- 
construction measures have we not proposed a 
new amendment to the Constitution ? 

Mr. NYE. Certainly. 

Mr. YATES. The question whether these 
States should ratify that amendment was not 
under consideration during the pendency ot 
the reconstruction measures. It isa new ques: 
tion ; it presents a new issue. Since the adop- 
tion of the reconstruction measures a new 
question has arisen, the question whether they 
willratify our amendment ef the Constitution— 
a new question, and the Republican Union 
ey have put themselves upon that issue. 

Ve stand by that amendment; we stand by our 
agreement of course; but anew state of things 
has arisen and a new question is presented. 
If these men are loyal they can subscribe to 
our terms. 

Mr. NYE. I understand, I think, the hon- 
orable Senator from Illinois, and my answer 
to him is that that very new question was wna! 
we dealt with in this law; that mew question 
arising was what gave birth to the law which ! 
am considering, and Congress settled the con: 
ditions by this law. a 

Mr. President, when my friend from Illinois 
asked me to give way, I was trying to show 
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ickly if one of these conditions had not 
von fulfilled on their part we should have 
“ted them. But they come here now with 
ejecté 


“jean sheet, having complied with every re- 
3 ClC 


10W qu 


‘say in plain terms cs You must do one thing 
‘ore; you must swear a little harder.’ Sir, 
nthe constitution, and one of the constitutions 
‘hat was submitted, was whether they should 
‘ake this oath, and they voted itdown. That 
jyestion, then, is res adjudicata under the 
‘reement between Congress and these people. 
“But my honorable friend from Nebraska 
snds his authority in the seventh and last sec- 


tion of the act of April 10 last for this further |} member, and since this terrible rebellion, | 


vislation, which section says that— 
“The proceedings in any of said States shall not 
» deemed final or operate as a complete restora- 
a thereof until their action respectively shall be 
ypproved by Congress. 
[ understood the other day my honorable 
‘cend from Massachusetts to claim that as the 
‘tion under Which we had authority to keep 
at these people. Now, sir, what is the plain, 
adicial rendering of that section? { 
Congress shall approve of the action prescribed 
» the act itself. No other action did Con- 
ress reserve to itself the right to exercise con- 
‘rol over, except to see and approve of their 
action under this law. That is my rendering 
of the power of Congress to ask further legisla- 
tion upon this subject under the seventh sec- 
‘ion. The truth stands out that on that one 


single page of the statutes of thiscountry which | 


contains thatactis recorded the condition upon 
which Virginia was to be let in. 

Now, Mr. President, one further considera- 
tion and | havedone. I understand the hon- 
orable Senator from Vermont [Mr. Morritu] 
and all of the honorable Senators who have 
taken the other view of this matter to ques- 
tion the bona fides of this action, to question 
the good and sound faithful intent of these 
parties to stand by their approval of the fif- 
teenth amendment. Sir, the highest evidence 
that humanity can give of its intention to do 
a thing is to do it. They did do it. But these 
gentlemen say ‘*‘ Some other States have taken 
it back.’’ I know they have; but does the 
honorable Senator who introduced that argu- 
ment intend to say that at the time of the adop- 
tion they did not in good faith adopt it and 
intend tostand by it? But, sir, the wheels of 
political agitation have rolled the party under 
that nobly adopted it, and an accidental major- 
ity have attempted that most ridiculous of all 
things, to undo an indorsement of a constitu- 
tional amendment bya preceding Legislature ; 
and when that comes to be weighed in the bal- 
ance of judicial decision it will not stand as 
long as a white frost before aJune sun. Their 
speedy action shows that they thought 


“Tf it were done, when ’tis done, then ’twere well 

[t were done quickly.” 

Mr. President, what right has any honorable 
Senator on this floor to say that Virginia does 
not intend to stand by this provision? Is it be- 
cause the Radical party did not succeed? I hail 
itas one of the proudest triumphs of Republican 
principles thet even the Conservatives of rebel- 
ious Virginia have adopted our only panacea, 
have been wise enough, having been made 
wiser by her tribulation, to adopt that great 
healing balm as the cure for all her woes. I 
repeat, I hail it as the proudest triumph. We 
know the Radicals are all right, and when they 
can bring two hundred thousand Conservatives 
up to this platform of human rights and human 
equality, if the Republican party never won 
another triumph that would be sufficient. 

But, sir, I deny the authority of this body 
to say, I deny the propriety of saying to these 
people who have so manfully and so nobly 
complied with these measures, that they have 
done it in bad faith and witha 
I repeat in conclusion what I said the other 
day: let Virginia cheat if she dare, and I say 
tin no spirit of bravado, she must stand in 
judgment before a more fearful tribunal, and 


design to cheat. | 


-pment of the law, and now Congress isasked || 


It is that | 











she will receive a punishment more severe than 
Congress has any power to inflict. She will 
stand before the enlightened world as having 
broken her plighted faith ; and I say the retribu- 
tion is too terrible even for her to contemplate. 

Now, Mr. President, let there be no esdeinn, 
no equivocation, no cheating onthe part of 


Congress ; stand to your agreement, and I de- | 
mand that Virginia shall stand to hers. I believe | 
that Congress will stand by its agreement, and | 


I as honestly believe that Virginia will stand 
by hers. My friend from Nebraska says Vir- 
ginia is just out of rebellion. The records of 
this body will show that since I have been a 


have exercised no undue haste to get these 


| people back. [have been as reluctant to receive 


| enacted that compliance with the provisions | 


| to vote upon 
very same provisions which a number of those 
same Senators are now opposing and voting | 


| that which they took in 


them when I thought they were unregenerated | 
I have said here 


as any Senator on this floor. 
and elsewhere, and it is recorded, that they 
went madly out, and they never should return 
with my consent until they came in a state of 
entire regeneration. Congress thought so, and 


we prescribed should be the highest evidence 
of regeneration. 
I say therefore, on the part of the 
this nation, on the part of the Senate of this 


nation, that they shall be true to their agree- | 


ment, true to their pledges, true to the inter- 
ests of this Government, and true to Virginia. 


Mr. DRAKE. 


it has exhibited. Eighteen months ago one 
portion of the Senate, embracing Senators of 
one political party, stood in solid column here 

Bills of reconstructed States the 


against. 

I have been looking around and listening 
very carefully to see if I could find the ex- 
planation of this change of front on the part 


of Senators, and I am unable to get any ex- | 
| planation of it from them, and I am not sure | 
| that I have discovered it myself. 


opposite ground to 


here take openly the ver 
May and June, 1868, 


| and they do not explain why and how it is that 


they have come to the right-about-face in this 
Then, sir, the controversy was be- | 
tween the united mass of the Republican Sen- | 
ators and the united mass of the Democratic | 


manner. 


Senators; and the arguments that we on this 
side of the Chamber had to meet were those 
which were spoken by those Democratic Sen- 
ators. Now how changed the attitude of things ! 
The Democratic Senators all silent, except 


, when the Democratic Senator from Delaware 


|| wants to rise and in the face of the Senate and 


| the country communicate to us the important 


| Republican Senators. 


information that he is a friend of the white 
man, and that the white man has at least one 
friend in the Senate of the United States. 
Silent they are! They have no objections to 
urge against that which they objected to so 


strenuously eighteen or twenty months ago. | 
| No, sir; they have found spokesmen among the | 
We have to contest it | 
| here with our own political associates, and the | 


| Democratic Senators come to play “second 


fiddle’’ tothem. Sir, I do not know what this 
means. They do not tell us what it means; 
all that we hear from day to day is, ‘* Let Vir- 


| ginia come in without any conditions what- 


'ever since Monday week, is a repetition by | 


ever.’’ All we hear to-day, and have heard 


Republican Senators here of the very argu- 


| ments which they themselves combatted and 
| overcame eighteen months ago when proceed- 


ing from Democratic Senators, and they do 
not tell us why they have changed their front. 

L think, Mr. President, I understand this 
thing in some little degree. Kighteen and 
twenty months ago, when we were legislating 
in regard to reconstructed States, there was a 


| necessity for passing every bill that we sought 


Virginia has complied nobly. | 
ongress of | 


Mr. President, beyond all | 
question the spectacle which the Senate ex- | 
hibits upon this question is one of the most | 
extraordinary that in any period of its history | 


Senators | 
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to pass by a two-thirds vote against a veto that 
should come from the other end of the avenue, 


| and Senators under this necessity stood to- 
| gether upon principle, and took the same views 


~ 


ne ET 





of policy, and passed bills in the first instance 
and then passed them by the two-thirds major 

ity, my honorable friend from Nevada [ Mr. 
STEWART] being all the time one of them, and 
now he is with the Democrats over there on 
this question. There is one very singular 
thing about this: that whereas every other of 
those reconstructed States that have been 
admitted showed itself in its elections to have 
ranged itself under the banner of the Repub 

lican party, and we yet imposed fundamental 
conditions upon every one of them, now, when 
Virginia, the first of them that takes her place 
with the opposing party, wishes to come in, it 
is proclaimed, ‘* Let hercome in without any 
condition.”’ Sir, I am afraid that all this indi- 
cates far more than appears upon the surface. 
I have heard of such things as individuals 
taking it into their heads that the Republican 
party was to go to pieces, and looking out to 
see where they could plant their anchors to 
windward in the new party that was to come 
up. Ido not say that any Republican Senator 


| here is governed by any such idea as that; but 


the idea exists in some quarters; and who 
knows, who can tell but that it may have entered 
the sacred precincts of this Senate Chamber? 
Time will show whether it has or not; and 
time, too, will show where the American peo- 
ple stand upon this question. Sir, I for one 
do not belong to that class of men who are 
looking out ahead to see where in the disrup- 
tion of partiesIamtoland. I plant noanchors 
to windward for political preferment. I intend 
to drop my anchor always into the firm and 
solid ground of principle, knowing that only 
there will it hold, and everywhere else it will 
drag before the streams of popular vacillation. 
We are told that Virginia has complied with 
every condition and that it is bad faith to re- 
quire others. I appeal to the memory of Sen- 
ators to bear me out in the statement that this 
argument has been used with reference to every 
reconstructed State that we have admitted. Ark 
ansas was the first on the list, and when we 
desired to impose fundamental conditions upon 
her it was objected that she had done all that 
we had required of her and that it was bad 
faith to require anything more. ‘The objection 
was met and answered, and the Senate, by its 
imposition of fundamental conditions, declared 
and fixed it certainly as its judgment that that 
argument had no force or weight. ‘To use the 
language of the Senator from Nevada [Mr. 
Nye] just now, this point is res adjudicata. 
The Senate has declared and decided that 
because any particular one of those States did 
comply with the conditions imposed, that did 
not prevent us from imposing other conditions 
precedent to her admission into Congress. 
But, sir, do we require Virginia to do any- 
thing more? No, sir. We have heretofore 
required her to do certain things, and now the 
proposition is to put conditions upon her as to 
what she shall not do. We wish to block up 
the way in the future. We wish to prevent her 
from doing hereafter-that which is contrary to 
the principles of republican government. We 
wish to prevent the outbreak hereafter of that 
spirit of aristocracy and caste which has mani- 
fested itself in that State more determinedly and 


| ferociously than in any other southern State. 


And howare we met onthispoint? Weare told 
that Virginia has given us her word, and let us 
trust her. I do not know how many times the 
Senator from Nevada on my left [Mr. Srew 

ART] invoked respect for the word of Virginia. 
Sir, how many times before 1861 had Virginia 
given her word in favor of the Union, and yet 
in that fated year she blotted out the whole 


'| great record of her past devotion to the Union 


1] 
| 
| 


in streams of blood of American citizens. Her 
word, sir! The word of rebels and traitors to 
be held up inthe Congress of the United States 
as a sacred thing which we ought to respect! 





542 


l'o whom given, and how? Where is the rec- 
ord of her word given? Where hasshe plighted 
her faith nowto us? Does the gentleman find 
it in her compliance with the terms of the re- 
construction acts? If he does lask him, I ask 
any Other man in this country, whether he be- 
lieves for an instant that Virginia ever would 
have ratified either the thirteenth or the four- 
teenth or the fifteenth amendment of her own 
choice? Never, sir, while the sun shines upon 
this world would that people have done that of 
their own choice. They were told that if they 
did not do it they could not come back here, 
and rather than stay out they did it. They did 
it not of their own free will, but, as the Senator 
from Kentucky [ Mr. Davis] has declared here 
time and again, under coercion. And, sir, if 
she did it under coercion, think you that that 


rebel population will not be ready to plead | 


duress? Think you that they will not be ready 
to take cases into court to decide the validity 
of this political action of the Congress of the 
United States ? 

We are told, too, that we are to rely upon 
the honor of Virginia—Virginia, mother of 
States and of Presidents! Exalted at one 
time to that grand elevation, she plunged her- 
self down from her position of honor to the 
very depths of dishonor; and now, without 
one manifestation of the least change of heart 
in her, we are called upon to throw everything 
at loose ends there, and to trust to Virginia’s 
honor! Sir, whenever one who has been ex- 


alted in honor falls into dishonor that one is | 
less to be trusted than another to recover again | 


under the influence of honorable impulse and | 


feeling. I do not feel myself called upon here 
to trust to the honor of that State. 
feel called upon to say that among all the in- 
surgent States this one shall be the first to be 


I do not | 


elevated into the distinction of coming back | 


into the Union untrammeled by a single con- 
dition. What is the use of saying that if Vir- 
ginia cheats us we will deal with her? Sir, 
low will you deal with her if she cheats you? 


unconditionally? How will you deal with her 


unless you lay the foundation of dealing with 
her by imposing a condition upon her admis- |! 


sion? It is to do that thing that I insist _— 
conditions. Nothing but the letter of the law 
will hold that people to the path of rectitude. 


| have been told, and I believe if we could | 


' 


got at the evidence it would be established, that | 


it is a perfectly well understood thing in the | 


city of Richmond that immediately after the 
Senators and Representatives of that State are 
admitted into Congress unconditionally her 
Legislature will proceed to repeal her ratifica- 
tion of the fifteenth amendment. 


Again I ask, how will you deal with her when 
you have laid no foundation for it by the impo- 
sition of conditions ? 

Mr. President, in my opinion the Senate 
stands to-day in a position of peril. No body 
of this kind can retreat from a former position 
without peril to itself and to the interests that 
it is charged with sustaining. No army ever 
fell back from a position it held without invit- 
ing attack and risking defeat. And so we, 
when we are called upon to retreat from our 
previous position voluntarily and of our own 
mere motion, are not only doing that for which 


we can find no justification, but are avg So | 
ike 


cloud over all we have done heretofore in | 
cases. For one, I will not so take the back 
track. 

Mr. STEWART. 
ator from Missouri is a man of unusual power. 
He is the great organizer of parties. He under- 
takes small things when he lays down the law 


Court; when he not only makes constitutions 
through legislative forms, but dictates them | 
from his high place here. He says that Sen- 
ators have voted for fundamental conditions, 


But we are | 
told if Virginia cheats us we will deal with her. | 


' 
i 


Mr. President, the Sen- | 


Ifow will you deal with her if you let her in ! 





and therefore they are inconsistent if they do | 
not insert fundamental conditions in every bill 
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that is passed. I have voted for revenue laws ; 
I have voted for preémption laws; I have 
voted for a great many different laws; but I 
did not consider myself inconsistent when I 
was considering some other subject that I did 


not vote to insert something that had pre- | 


viously been adopted. I have voted for laws 
daily that did not contain everything. Hesays 
we are opposed to these principles if we do not 
vote for putting them in everytime. He is 
very strongly in favor of doing it. He is a 
very powerful man and reads Senators out of the 
party, and says that there may have come into 
the Senate Chamber a disposition to disrupt 
the party. 1 suppose he will read the Admin- 
istration out of the party; that he will read out 
of the party General Grant and everybody 
who thinks it is the duty of Congress to keep 
its word even with rebels; every one who 
thinks it is the duty of Congress to be just and 
fair, and have some regard for its obligations. 
They must all be read out of the party. 
He tells us that we have no right to believe 
rebels; that we have no right to put any trust 
/inthem. That is his idea of reconstruction. 
_ That is his invitation to those people to come 
forward and join us. He says to them, ‘‘We 
_ will not believe anything that you may do.”’ 
Sir, is this thing to be perpetual? Are we to 


|| say to eight million people ‘from this,time 


| henceforth, no matter what you do and no 
| matter what promises we make, you are rebels ; 
_ you are perfidious; and we will never believe 
you, nal we will never keep our word with 
a 2’? Will that bring about reconstruction ? 
Villa platform of that description make this 
_ country great and glorious? And yet that is 
the principle that the Senator enunciates here. 
He says we cannot believe them. What does 
President Grant say about it? Inasmuch as 
we are read out of the party, let us see in what 
company we go and under what circumstances 
'wego. The Senator from Missouri read me 
| out of the party this morning with the same 
| ease that he took away most of the powers of 
the Supreme Court in a speech here the other 


day. 

Nr. DRAKE. Allow me to correct the Sen- 
ator. I did not read him or anybody else out 
of the party, or intimate any thought of the 
| kind. 

_Mr. STEWART. I anrglad of the correc- 
tion. The language was very strange. It only 
shows how cautious we must be in following 
the language of the Senator from Missouri in 
order to glean his meaning. President Grant 
| goes with us on this platform. He says: 

“*At the March term Congress by joint resolution 
authorized the Executive to order elections in the 
States of Virginia, Seen and Texas, to submit 

| tothem the constitutions which each had previously 
in convention framed, and submit the constitutions 
| either entire or in separate parts to be voted upon 
| at the discretion of the Executive. Under this au- 
thority elections were called.’’ 

I have heretofore called the attention of the 
Senate to the fact that President Grant sent us 
a@ communication suggesting that this constitu- 
tion should be submitted in separate parts, that 
we responded to that suggestion by a law, and 
that under that law he proceeded to act. He 
goes on to say: 


| ‘*Tn Virginia the election took place on the 6th of | 
|| July, 1869. 


The Governor and Lieutenant Governor 


have been installed. The 


| struction acts of Congress, and abstained from all 


|| doubtful authority.” 
He says they did all that was required bythe | 
| special law we passed and by the reconstruction | 


acts of Congress. 


| 


the Administration. 


| ions of the Attorney General. The subject 
| came before the Cabinet. I submit to any hon- 
orable Senator if the world at least will not say 


Legislature met and did | 
| all required by this resolution and by all the recon- | 


_*‘T recommend that her Senators and Representa- | 
| tives be promptly admitted to their seats and that | 
the State be fully restored to its place in the family | 
| of States.”’ 
not only for the Senate but forthe Supreme | That is the position of the Administration. | 
|| This reconstruction was had under the eye of 


We have had from time | 
to time on all doubtful propositions the opin- | 
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that the Administration and Congress, act} 

together, invited Virginia to come in on there 
terms. Why did Congress pass this ie 
| Why did the President recommend it ? Whe 
did the President subsequently carry jt "teil 
| effect if they, doing all on their -part thar 
| they were required to do, were then to | 
| denounced as ore traitors, with whom ; 
|| was dishonorable to have a compact, and wh, 
i could not under any circumstances be belieye,: 
| Before I make a compact it is my duty t 
| know whether the person with whom [ gy, 
making the compact is worthy of my con§. 
| dence ; but when I have given that confideno, 


and entered into the engagement with a {y)) 
| knowledge of his character, shall I say then 
| that his character is so bad that I will not kee, 
| my engagements? 
| Mr. DRAKE. Willthe Senator allow mea 
|| 

it 


word? 

Mr. STEWART. Certainly ; as many as th, 
| Senator desires. 
Mr. DRAKE, I should like to know why 
the honorable Senator when the case of Ap. 
ansas was up here did not take this view of th. 
matter, but argued in favor of imposing funds. 
mental conditions upon her? 

Mr. STEWART. I can_answer that ques. 
tion without the slightest difficulty. The dif. 
| ferent situations of the two cases ought to haye 
occurred to the mind of the Senator from \is. 


souri. Atthattime we had no fifteenth amend. 
At that time Arkansas had not giyey 
Ark: 
_ansas had made no such issue before her people, 
| Here we have the fifteenth amendment with;) 
| our grasp if we admit this State. 
| Mr. DRAKE. If the Senator will allow me 
| one word more, Arkansas had fully complied 
|| with every condition that we had imposed upon 
| her, and yet the Senator from Nevada did then 
argue in favor of imposing additional condi. 
tions upon her, exactly the same conditions that 
exist now with regard to Virginia, except that 
|| the fifteenth amendment has come up since 
that time. Before it was only the thirteenth 
and fourteenth amendments. 


| 
| 
Mr. STEWART. Well, the question of suf 


her consent to the fifteenth amendment. 





ment. 





|| frage, and that is the main question, is disposed 

of. Itisfixed bya higher law than State laws: 
|| it is fixed by the Constitution, or will be before 
ten days are past. Everybody understands that. 
|| Then, it is perfectly useless to legislate now in 
_regard to that. I should like to know if the 
| Senator from Missouri believes that the Con- 
'| gress of the United States will not have power 
after Virginia shall come into the Union to 
require her to keep her faith, to require her to 
abide by the principles settled by the recon: 
| struction acts. Can she take away suffrage: 
can she take away equal rights under the Cou: 
stitution as we have it, or as we are bound to 








have it? — knows that she cannot. 
| and everybody knows that these conditions are 
useless. 


There was an attack made upon Governor 
Walker last evening to which I feel bound to 
call the attention of the Senate, as I believe it 

_ was extremely unjust and unfair ; and I must 
do it right in this connection. I have in my 
hand the speech from which the extract was 
read by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. E»- 
MUNDS.] Itisa “_ reported by a speciai 
correspondent of the Petersburg Index. Here 
was a political speech, and the report occupies 
less thantwocolumns. Ofcourse a full report 
of such a speech would be much longer than 
| that. This does not purport to be a verbatim 
report. Inthe portion which has been read he 
is made to say: 

‘If the constitution expurgated shall be adopted, 
' and you have elected your State ticket and your 
Legislature, you may proceed at once to propose suc 
amendments to the constitution as will clear it 0! 
| allits dangerous characteristics. The county organ\- 
zation need never be enforced. If I am elected wit! 
a Legislature not Radical it never will be put int 
| operation.”’ 
| That extract standing alone without explan- 
| ation places the Governor ia an unfair pos 
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3 nota fair representation of his posi- 
1 | presume no Senator desires to 
sjace in & Wrong position the Governor of 
od » certainly has done much to bring 
toa proper standard. Theclass 
in no other southern State have 
ysed any such principles as they did in 
nia under his lead. Before I proceed 
- thor with my remarks I wish to call the 
ae of the Senate to the explanation of 
identical speech given by Governor Walker 
eelf before the Committee on Reconstruc- 
the House: 


mon: au 


l 

Virol. WU 

’ im’ 

hat people U} 

that | s . 
late rebels 


gtuion 


harles U. Porter made a statement to the 
ittee to the effect that Governor Walker had 
iin aspeech made at Liberty, Bedford county, 
‘ring the late canvass, that if he were clected the 
ation of the constitution relating to county organ- 

s never would be administered, In reply to 

- statement Governor Walker was called upon 

j spoke as follows: 7 
“Tris true that the reporte l speech was precisely 

‘ entleman states it. Lt is alsotrue that those 

3 were taken down briefly, never revised by 

e. and I never saw them until I saw them in the 
newspapers. 1 wasin another part of the State when 
this speech Was published and sent to me from Rich- 

nd. Lsaid to the people what [ have said here, 
that | did not approve of this county organization 

use. It was expected that this clause would be 

\itted by the President, together with the test- 
,and disfranchising clauses, to a separate vote, 

the people were greatly disappointed that it | 
was not. In discussing the subject at first but little 
was said upon this question, not with a view to con- 
iment or anything of the kind; but subsequently 
that clause was discussed. What I said was this 
tit did not matter so much about the organiza- 
tion as it did the manner in which it was adminis- 
tered, and that if I were elected and a Legislature in 
rd with me it never would be executed in a 
detrimental to the people.”’ 

Mr. HOWARD. Who said that? 

Mr. STEWART. Governor Walker. Now 

‘| me say one word with regard to this county 

ranization clause. It is a new system of 

county organization, providing for a very large 
number of officers, and exceedingly expensive. 

| do not believe there is an organization in the 

nited States any more expensive. The peo- 

ple of Virginia were alarmed at the enormous 
expense involved in this particular provision 
of the constitution. Governor Walker in de- 
fending the constitution was endeavoring to 
ow the people that much of this expense if 
the counties were properly organized might 
besaved. This county organization had noth- 
ng to do with the question of equal rights or | 
any fundamental question. It was merely a 
question of administering county organizations 
which they regarded as a very cumbersome 
aud expensive one; and that was the opinion 
of the Judiciary Committee, I believe. I be- 
lieve that is the opinion of every person who 
has examined this constitution, that it is very 
expensive and will require 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will my friend be good 
enough to read to us this county organization 
clause in the constitution of Virginia, so that 
we may know exactly what it is? 

Mr. SUMNER. Itcontains the public school 
system of Virginia. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 1 want to hear it read. 

ny rT ry Ty . 

Mr. STEWART. We can have it read. I 
will read it if I can find it. I had the consti- 
tution here a moment ago. 

_ Mr. EDMUNDS. It is article seven, I be- 
eve, on page 18 of the constitution. 

Mr. STEWART. Here it is: 

“ ArtTIcLE VII. 

2. i A ounty Organization. 

SEcTION 1, Thereshallbe elected, by the qualified 
voters of the county, one sheriff; one attorney for 
the ene wees, who shall also be the Cogamon- 
= a t 1’s attor ney for the circuit court ; one county 
clerk, whoshall also be theclerk of thecirenit court, 
omsent that 2 counties containing fifteen thousand 
inha vitants there may be a separate clerk for the 
cireuit court; one county treasurer, and one super- 
intendentofthe poor. A nd there shall be appointed, 
in the manner provided for in article eight, one su- 
perintendent of schools: Provided, That counties 


containing less than eight thousand inhabitants may 


be attached to adjoining counties for the formation 
of districts for superintendents of schools: Provided 
also, That in counties containing thirty thousand 
inhabitants there may be appointed an additional 
superintendent of schoolstherein. All regular elec- | 
‘ions for county officers shall be held on the first 
fuesday after the first Monday in November, and all |i 






na 





acc 
manner 





| under the law. 


| able memorial. 


| tunity so to do. 


officers elected or appointed under this provision 
shall enter upon the duties of their offices on the Ist 
day of January next succeeding their election, and 
shall hold their offices for the term of three years, 
except that the county and circuit court clerks shal! 
hold their offices for four years.”’ 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator will excuse 
me ; he has not read the article, if he intended 
to read it. He has read the first section of the 
article, merely the machinery. 
that the second section provides a system of 
townships, and the third section provides a 
system of school districts, which this Governor 
Walker wishes to strike down. 

Mr. STEWART. The article is very lengthy. 
[ have read one section, although I believe | 
have not read the whole article. If the Sen- 
ator desires to hear it he can have it read. i 
do not propose to read any more of it now. 
At all events, it is a new system; and I think, 
if it is read through, it will be regarded as a 
very expensive operation.. Governor Walker 
thought, if he was elected, it could be carried 
into effect without being as oppressive as the 
people there thought it would be. 
arguing in favor of the constitution. You 
laugh and sneer at his explanation and hold 
him to that a special correspondent says. If 
every Senator was held in a political canvass 
to all that the special correspondents said of 
him I think he would have a very doubtful 
character. I do not think that any Senator 
would like to stand and have his record on 
what special correspondents represent, and 
their mode of reporting. Of course I make 
no allusion to the regular ones. 

Now, let us have a little more of what Gov- 
ernor Walker has said. Immediately after the 
election, or as soon as the returns were known, 


| there was a jollification meeting, as is usually 
| the case, and then is the time when men speak 


out freely what they feel and think upon ques- 
tions of this kind. At this jubilee meeting 
held at Richmond Governor Walker made a 
short speech, in which he told the people there: 

*‘We must remember that we have succeeded on 
the platform of universal suffrage and a rights; 
and we must see that those who opposed us as well 
as those who supported us have all their rights 
are protected fully by the law and with the law 
{Loud cheers. ] 
cated and taught the value of the great boon of 
franchise that has been conferred upon them and 
the true value of being a citizen. We must not for- 
get that the opportunity of winning this victory was 


and 
and 


He will find | 


He was | 


They must be edu- | 


given us through the liberality of President Grant. | 


(Loud and continued cheers.] And we must see that 
its fruits are for the benefit of all. 


** After a jocular allusion to the grief of the present | 


State office-holders of the Wells persuasion, the 
speaker concluded by giving a cheerful picture of 
the future prosperity of the State. Attheclose three 


| cheers were given for President Grant.”’ 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Isthat specially reported, 
or by a regular correspondent? 

Mr. STEWART. This is by a regular cor- 
respondent. It did not come in an anonymous 


Walker has been attacked, and I have been 


| abused on this floor considerably for having 
' alluded in a modest way to a memorial put 


forth here, and which being a memorial is re- 


| garded as conclusive of all the facts therein 
| stated. 


Perhaps I[ was out of order; perhaps 
I ought not to have alluded to that remark- 
But those memorialists are a 
very positive set of men. They are ‘‘the loy- 
alists of Virginia,’’ and therefore, I suppose, | 
shall be regarded as disloyal if I call in ques- 
tion any statement which they make! The loy- 
alists of Virginia, thirteen in number—a gal- 
lant host—make some very remarkable state- 
ments; and I desire to call the attention of the 
Senate to them. As this memorial is made the 
basis of attacks of this character it requires 
some notice at our hands. I submit that 
where there is any opportunity to bring this 
memorial to the test of truth it fails entirely. 
We find in it certain positions which they say 
they will substantiate if they have an oppor- 
The third one is: 

‘That the right of secession has never been re- 
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That is one thing which they propose to 
prove, that secession has never been renounced 
in Virginia, but is now as firmly adhered to as 
it was at any period during the war. They 
propose to prove that to a committee if they 
have an opportunity, and it is regarded as a 
great outrage that the Committee on the Ju 
diciary do not hear them upon that point. I 
hold in my hand the constitution adopted by 
the people of Virginia with only nine thonsand 
dissenting votes—— 

Mr. DRAKE. Adopted under * coercion.” 

Mr. STEWART. The Senator from Mis 
souri says that all these States have ratified 
under coercion. I undertake to say that they 
have ratified by their voluntary will; that Con- 
gress never has coerced them. If Congress 


| has coerced them their ratification is not worth 


the paper upon which it is written. Congress 
told them, as it had a right to do, ‘* You 


| having rebelled, you having attempted to tear 


down this Government, if you will now of your 
own free will record your solemn pledge in 
the Constitution of the United States that you 


| will hereafter abide by these conditions vou 


| may be restored.”’ 


The compact was a fair 
one; it wasno coercion. We did not tell Vir- 


| ginia that she must do it; but we said, ‘*Do 


|| this; this is the compact which we will make."’ 


| She has made it, and she is bound in honor 


by it, and let no man on this floor say that it 


| was done through coercion. 


| the Democrats? 
from the Senator from oma’ 
| Congress has coerced them. de 


| letter to attack anybody’s character. Governor | 


nounced, but isnow as firmly and universally believed | 


in by the white people of Virginia as at any period 
during the war.” 


Mr. DRAKE. TheSenator from Kentucky 
[Mr. Davis] said so, and I only repeated his 
words. 

Mr. STEWART. Who is now getting with 
I do not take my doctrines 
{ deny that 
ny that it is 
the theory of the Republican party that these 
ratifications have been obtained by coercion. 

Mr. DRAKE. So dol. 

Mr. STEWART. I am glad to hear the 
Senator say so. 

Mr. DRAKE. But the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, who has voted with the Senator from 
Nevada all the time on these questions, claims 
that it is coercion. 

Mr. STEWART. If the Senator will not 
interrupt me, I have another argument in favor 
of the admission of Virginiaas I proceed. Th: 
following telegram has just been placed in my 
hands: 

To Hon. Tuomas A. JENCKES: 

The fifteenth amendment is adopted by Rhode 
Island. L. C. ASHTON. 

That is a good argument in favor of having 
Virginia’s voice now so asto nail it. If we 


| only had the voice of Nebraska to stand along 


side of Virginia the thing would be settled. 
If the eloquence of the Senator from Nebraska 
were directed toward his State to bring her up 
to the same standard he need not bother him- 
self about fundamental conditions on the ques- 
tion of suffrage; we should have this amend- 
ment before the week is out. 

But when I was interrupted [ was about to 
examine the question whether Virginia was still 
committed to secession or whether she had re- 
nounced it. I had read a section from this 
memorable memorial, this distinguished me- 


| morial, in which the memorialists proposed to 


| prove that Virginia has never 


renounced seces- 
sion. Now I propose to read a section or two 
from the constitution adopted by an over- 
whelming majority of the people of Virginia, 
there being only nine thousand opposing votes : 


**1. That all men are by nature equally free and 
independent, and have certain inherent rights, of 


| which, when they enter into a state of society, they 


cannot by any compact deprive or divest their pos 
terity, namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, 
with themeans of acquiring and possessing property, 
and pursuing and obtaining happiness and salety. 

“2. That this State shall ever remain a member o! 
the United States of America, and that the people 
thereof are part of the American nation, and that all 
attempts, from whatever source or upon whatev 
pretext, to dissolve said Union or s0 sever 8: id na 
tion are unauthorized and ought to be resisted with 
the whole power of the State.” 


Is that renouncing secession? 





They go on 





: 
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with another section quite as aflirmative as 
anything you will find in any State constitu- | 
tion in the United States. They say: 

3. That the Constitution of the United States and 
the laws of Congress passed in pursuance thereof 
constitute the supreme law of the land ’’— 

You do not find that in the constitutions of 
many States— 


“to which paramount allegiance and obedience are 
due from every citizen, anythingin the constitution, 


ordinances, or laws of any State to the contrary | 


notwithstanding.” 

Here Virginia by an almost unanimous vote 
has declared at the ballot-box—the only way 
in which she could declare it—that her para- 
mount allegiance is due to the United States ; 
and yet a memorial comes here from thirteen | 
loyalists of Virginia who say that there has || 
been no such renunciation, and that Virginia 
still holds to the doctrine of secession, and | 
they can prove it. Is not that remarkable? || 
Then there is another charge which they pro- || 
pose to prove: 

6. We will show that Governor Walker was a || 
copperhead during the war, in full sympathy with | 
the rebellion, and president of the “Invincible || 
Club,’ of Chicago, which was organized for the pur- | 
pose of rescuing rebel prisoners from Camp Douglas, 
and that his political proclivities have undergone || 
no change since he has been in Virginia, He was | 





the candidate of the rebel party of the city of Nor- | 
folk two years ago for aseat in the constitutional || 
convention, and out of a poll of nearly twothousand || 
colored voters received only eight votes. He pub- 
licly stated in the canvass last summer that he 
‘should vote for General Robert EF. Lee for Governor 
because he was the greatest soldier of the age,’ and 
also because he and General Lee occupied the same 
political platform,’’ &c. 


I find 


Let us examine that for a moment. 
in the Chicago Tribune of Saturday last the 
following reference to this memorial, and to 


the statement that Governor Walker was the | 


organizer and president of this Invincible 
Club: 


“The memorial submitted by Mr. Sumngras repre- |! 
senting the views of the ‘loyal’ people of Virginia | 
recites, among other things, that Governor Walker 
was ‘president of a club in Chicago organized to 
rescue rebel prisoners from Camp Douglas.’ If the 
other statements in the memorial are as reckless and 

| 
| 





untruthful as this the document is certainly not | 
worth having a quarrel about. Mr. Walker left this 
city several years before the Penh Dongs con- 
spiracy took place, and established his residence in 
Norfolk, Virginia. During the last political cam- 
paign in Virginia a paper was sent from that State to 
Chicago aflirming that Mr. Walker was president of | 
a club organized to rescue the Camp Douglas pris- 
oners, to which paper respectablecitizens were asked 
to sign their names. The signatures were not ob- 
tained. Hence weconclude that the parties who | 
yrepared the memorial which Mr. SumNER presented 
pew that it was false in this particular at least.” 

This is not all the information we have on 
this subject. Mr. arnsworrn, of the other 
House, who has known Governor Walker for | 
years, bears this tribute to him upon this par- | 
ticular question: 

**Mr. Farnsworta. I cannot yield to the gentle- 
man just now. Why, sir, to my own knowledge 
Governor Walker was a strong Douglas man, and 
sympathized with that great man in his political 
wrinciples up to the day of his death. He was with 
douglas when he made his great speech in Spring- 
tield, in which he sounded the key-note to the war 
Democrats of the country in favor of the Union and 
of the war for its maintenance. Governor Walker 
himself made speeches in favor of the war. He went 
to Springfield and aided in raising troops for the 
successful prosecution of the war.” 


Mr. HOWARD. What document is the | 
Senator reading from ? 

Mr. STEWART. I am reading from the 
Congressional Globe the speech of Mr, Farns- 
woRTH, bearing testimony to Governor Walk- 
er’s character: 

“Tt isa libel, a gross, black, damnable libel, to 








charge him with what has been charged in the lying 
document to which I have referred. Why, sir, there 
wore read at the Clerk’s desk last evening resolu- 
tions which Governor Walker asked Virginia to | 
past, sad the only reason why the Legislature of 
irginia did not pass them was because your Attor- 
ney General said that they had no authority to en- | 
gage in any kind of legislation or to do anything 
beyond ratifying the fifteenth amendment and elect- | 
ing United States Senators.”’ | 


I might stop here; but you have recently | 
confirmed a Governor for Utah who is well i 
known to the Senate, and who is an old friend | 
of Governor Walker. I ask the Clerk to read |! 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


a letter from him with regard to this particular 
point. 
The Secretary read the following letter : 
WiILLarp’s Horst, 
Wasarnaton, D. C., January 18, 1870. 


Sin: I have known Governor G.C. Walker for 
many years; and while there is no doubt he was a 


strong friend of Mr. Douglas, and what was called | 


in Illinois a Douglas Democrat, yet to my certain 


| knowledge he was a truly loyal man, following im- 
| plicitly the teachings of his great leader, who, in my 


judgment, changed the entire course of the Douglas 
emocratic party of our State from opposition to 


| the Government to a hearty support of it. This is | 


the party to which Governor Walker belonged ; and 
while I know no.hing in regard to affairs in Vir- 


ginia, nor do I pretend to express an opinion, I have | 


no hesitation in saying that Governor Walker is and 
always has been a loyal man. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J.W. SHAFFER. 
Hon. Wittram M. Stewart, United States Senate. 


Mr. STEWART. In the same speech from 
which the extract has been read, the same 


, Speech reported by that special correspondent, 
| Govérnor Walker states what his platform is. 
| He says: 


“The platform upon which I stand is that of uni- 
versal amnesty and impartial suffrage. I have long 
believed that to carry out in good faith the recon- 


| struction acts was the only basis for the substantial 
| restoration of Virginia to the Union—though I have 


always objected, and do now, to the disfranchising 
feature in those laws.”’ 


So did President Grant and so did this Con- 
gress in allowing those disfranchising clauses 
to be voted upon separately so that they might 
be defeated. I undertake to say that no candi- 


date for Governor not running on the Repub- | 


lican ticket, running before an ex-rebel con- 
stituency or before a Democratic constituency, 
no candidate running under the circumstances 
under which Governor Walker ran ,has ever 
made such declarations before. No such candi- 
date has ever come up to that standard. I 
undertake to say further that if the Republican 
party of Virginia had been wise, if they had 
followed the suggestions made by the message 
of the President and by the action of Congress, 
which indicated that those clauses ought not to 
be in the constitution, and had planted them- 
selves upon the broad principle of equal rights, 
and while they lived had been willing that their 
neighbors should live, they would have been 
successful. 

There is in the human heart a sentiment of 
generosity; and if you appeal to that senti- 
ment in elections it is a powerful element. I 
do not believe there is a State in the Union 
where if the question is put between a gener- 
ous, honest, straightforward, liberal course 
toward all those who are willing to accept the 
terms of Congress and a distrustful, hesitating 
course that the liberal policy will not prevail. 
The American people expected that when this 


|| War was over, when the guarantees for the 


safety of the black man, the guarantees neces- 
sary for the security of the Union and the prin- 
ciples of equal rights were insured by placing 
in the Constitution and on the statute-book the 
necessary securities, all the States would be 
restored to their proper places in the Union. 
The expectation was that we would receive 
them and then hold them to the stipulations. 
But what can you say to Virginia if she should 
violate the principles of reconstruction? Sup- 

ose Virginia should violate them after you 
fad turned her from your door and said you 
would not trust her under any circumstances, 
would not the world say ‘‘shame;’’ would not 
the world say you had first violated your faith ? 

Mr. YATES. I should like to ask the Sen- 
ator from Nevada does he know when Gov- 
ernor Walker left Chicago ? 

Mr. STEWART. He left long before the 
organization of this club. It was during the 
war, but I cannot fix the date exactly. 

Mr. HOWARD. If the Senator from Ne- 
vada will allow me, I wish to call his attention 
to a document which I presume is on his table, 

urporting to be a letter written by a Mr. 
toot, dated Chicago, May 25, 1869, which, in 
speaking of Governor Walker, says: 


“Heo was also president of the Invincible Club 
here, which was regarded as a violent copperhead 
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org: Z on, ¢ ic 3 2 
taken to Cincinnati for providing argy ¢it°o an: 
prumpers i Cue, Dope. Their” ame yc 
Grenefel, all belonging te this — Bt Leger 
Mr. STEWART. That must be a diffe 
club altogether, because the-— 

Mr. YATES. Task my friend if he kyoy 
when Governor Walker left Chicago? ” 
Mr. STEWART. I say I do not. 7; 
Tribune makes a statement in regard to jy. _ 

Mr. YATES. Those were “ times that t;;..) 

| men’s souls.’’ i 
Mr.STEWART. The Chicago Tribune say, 

‘* Mr. Walker left this city several years bes, 
_ the Camp Douglas conspiracy took place,” 
Mr. HOWARD. What is the date of thn 
Mr. STEWART. The Tribune of the 1, 

of January. : 


Mr. YATES. 


rent 


| 
| All this is a question of fy: 

Mr. STEWART. Do you know anythiy, 

about it ? % 

Mr. YATES. Iknow this: that there wa; , 

Democratic party and that there was a Repub, 
lican party, and that Mr. Douglas came oy: 
right finally, just before the war; but I wap; 
to know about Governor Walker. 

Mr. STEWART. It is not worth while ;, 
| interrupt me any more for that, because [ dy 

not know personally about Governor Walker 
But, Mr. President—— 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I ask the Sey. 

ator from Nevada to yield to me. 

Mr. STEWART. Letmefinish my sentence, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I desire the 

Senator to yield to me while I call up a bili 
| of the other House, concurrence in which j 
necessary. 

Mr. STEWART. Allow me five minute: 
more and I shall get through. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Then I shall no 
get the opportunity. LIrely on the courtesy o! 
the Senator to allow me to have this bill passed. 
|| Mr. STEWART. Very well. 


| 
| 
' 
| 


HOUSE COMMITTEE EXPENSES. 


| 
| Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I ask the unan: 
|| mous consent of the Senate to take up Hous 
| bill No. 861, which is on the table.. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
| Maine asks the unanimous consent of the Seu 
|| ate to take up at this time the bill (H. R. No. 
861) making appropriations to defray the ex 
penses of the Committee on Banking and Cur 
rency incurred in pursuance of investigations 
ordered by the House of Representatives. _ 
The bill was read. It proposes to appropri: 
ate $3,000, or so much thereof as may be neces: 
sary, for the purpose of defraying the expenses 
of the Committee on Banking and Currency, 
incurredin fulfillment of the orders of the House 
of Representatives. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I send to the 
Chair a note, which I ask to have read. 
The Secretary read as follows: 
Wasuineton, D. C., January 17, 1870. 
Dgar Sir: The Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency are now making investigations into the gold 
panic, as ordered bythe House. [I find that thereis 
no appropriation for the payment of witness fees. 
Itis impossible to say how much money will be 
required for this purpose, but I presume $3,(00 will 
not bemore than sufficient, and the expenses may 
exceed thatamount. Weare every day discharging 
witnesses, and it is very embarrassing to them not\v 
receive their pay upon their discharge. I therefore 
recommend that an appropriation of at least $3,(" 
be made immediately for the purpose indicated. 
Very respectfully, yours, L 
J.A.GARFIELD, 


hairman Committee on Banking and Currency. 
Hon. H. L. Dawes, Chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations, House of Representatives. 


Mr. FOWLER. What is the object of this 
$3,000 ? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. ‘The bill appro 
priates $3,000 to pay the expenses of witnesses 
called before a committee of investigation. 

Mr. FOWLER. For what purpose? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. An investigation into the 
gold panic in New York. 

Mr. FOWLER. The late gold panic? Ido 
not see what we have to do with that. That 
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Maine. ‘The 
-now what we have to do with it. A 
toe of th other House is investigating it. 
rOWLER. I admit that; but it is a 


vw» MORRILL, of Senator 


investi ration. 
~ MORRILL, of Maine. That may be; 
a jestion Ol paying the expenses 


vy jneurred and being incurred by the 


FOWLER. I shall not interpose an 
VICE PRESIDENT. ©The Chair hear 
n to the consideration of the bill. 

I! was read three times, and passed 


STATE OF VIRGINTA., 


( ( 


in Committee of the Whole, 
sideration of the bill (H. R. 

to admit the State of Virginia to 
ntation in the Congress of the United 


» Senate, as 


> «l 


{the con 


‘ir, STEWART. | Mr. President, L stated 
‘I did not know Mr. Walker’s previous his- 
but L have read what the Chicago Tri- 
e ha said ; | have read the testimony ot 
l'arnnswortH 3 I have had read at the desk 

rer from Governor Shaffer, of Utah, re- 
lynominated, They say they know him inti 
nately, and they say he belonged to a Dougla 
,and was with Douglas at the time he made 

iis Springfield speech in favor of the prosecu- 
in of the war, and also made a speech bim- 
and aided to raise troops. They say they 
[his is affirmative evidence, and | 
k itis avery fair record go far. Ido not 


vy Liais. 


ink this ought to have been dragged in, and 
| should not have alluded to it if it had not 
heen for the severe criticisms that are made 


| the great importance that is attached to 
4 morial. 

L have already proved it to be untrue in two 

l‘irst, the memorial states that the 

le of Virginia have not renounced seces- 


ial 


peo} 
i 


on; and tben it undertakes to make the charge || 


rinst Governor Walker of having been a 
copperhead and a member of the ‘‘ Invincible 
Club.’ We have tried the memorial in these 
particulars; we have found that it did not state 
the truth. We might pursue this memorial 
further, and we should find equal reason to 
complain of it. It denounces in very general 
terms the election held under the immediate 
control and direction of the Administration, 
reported to be fair, and indorsed by the Pres- 
ident after a whole summer's investigation. 
they say that was frandulent. ‘This is under- 
taking a great deal on the part of the memorial- 
ists, and L think if you should undertake to 

vestigate the whole question as to whether 
this was a fair election you would find it was 
about as fair as elections usually are. I have 
never seen an election, and [ do not suppose 
one ever occurred in Massachusetts, where the 
defeated candidates did not complain. But 
while this election was being conducted we 
heard none of these charges in the papers. 
Kiverything appeared to be moving on smoothly, 
and the defeated candidate for Governor, Gov- 
ernor Wells, comes out and advocates most 
strongly the admission of Virginia. Who is 


opposed to it; what men, what party of men | 


are opposed to it? I think nobody who has 
investigated the subject thoroughly. I think 
those who are opposed to it have not given it 
sufficient time, have not investigated it so that 
they understand the situation. These are ques- 
tions of fact, and it requires some attention to 
the subject. 

_ I recollect well when Alabama was knock- 
ing at the door here that there were only two 
or three voices to be heard in her behalf, and 
the Senate very reluctantly agreed to receive 
her, particularly those who had not examined 
the question. I recollect on that oceasion that 
the Senator from Ohio [ Mr. SHERMAN | led off, 


and that I in an humble way assisted him. We | 


believed then after a careful examination of 
4ist Cone, 2p Szss,—No. 35. 


| 
} } 


' 


the facts that Alabama sina better « ] 
tion than the ot! Stat If y 1 look at 
the debates you will tind that it was only 
ried by one vote. I had almost forcotten t] 
my friend from Massachu tot Mr. Wy | 
had investigated the facts of that case, and | 
believe that he on that occasion came forward 
and testified, and his testimony vy h | 
1 should like to remind him of his nob! 
on that occasior He brougl rd tl 
facts; he had given tl hject attentio and 
he testitied that he believed they were better 
repared than almost any of the othe 


These are questions of fact upon which men 


will be deceived if they do not exan | 
give them attention. Many $ ut { 
spoke against receiving Alaban We hat 
made other mistakes here by not examinin: 
the particular question. L believe the sitnation 
of Virginia is more hopeful, is better than 
1 ire li ble I 


many Senators think. Yor 
deceived; we all are. Perh: 
now; perhaps the Administ: 
General Canby is; but I | 
have given the subject 
those who have had the best means of kni 
ing and have an equally strong desire to d 
' 


what is right, are satisfied that under all the 
circumstances the quicker we admit Virginia 
the better. I believe that is the couelu iat 


which they have arrived. 
Mr. THAYER. Will the Senator all 
to say a word? 
Mr. STEWART. Certainly. 
Mr. THAYER. The Senator speal 
| defeated candidates protesting against the ad 
| mission of Virginia. I desire t 
forty five members who were ele: 
present Legislature of Virginia bh 
tested ; and, if so, if the protest does not co 
| from those who were successful before the peo 
ple instead of those who were defeated candi 
dates? 


asi him 
ted to 


Ve not ore 
' 


the 


Mr.STEWART. The Senator understand 
that they were inthe minority. If they had 
been in the majority, with the same state of 


circumstances, they would not have sent such 
a petition here, It always comes from t! 


minority ; ithas come from the South in every 
instance. We shall have this same question 
when Mississippi comes here. ‘here our 
friends are in the majority, and what shall wi 
do? Wewill receive ber; we will point to the 
overwhelming vote for the constitution ; 


Presi 
liere 


! 


will take the recommendation of the 
dent; we will read that and we will say, 
is conclusive evidence.’’ The other side will 
turn around and tell us, * Vireini 
the same evidenee, the same re 
and you turned her away.’ 


} 
Qt 


inia came with 
OniMNel lat ot 
hLiow coi n 


shall we then be! 


| Is it not important that the Republican part 
should keep its re cord consistent? Is it not 
| important that the Administration and Con 


gress should act in unison with regard to recon: 
struction and not have one department advising 
| one thing and the legislative department doing 
another? After having assented in the first 
instance by acting on the recommendation of 
the President and passing the law of April 19, 
1869, what kind of as pecta le will the | ‘| ib 
lican party present: the President and his Ca! 
inet declaring that Virginia bas complied with 
|| the terms you have offered and Congress saying 
‘We will not believe them; they had no means 
of knowing; we will not believe the officers of 
law whose duty it was to make this investiga- 
| tion, but we will take a memorial of thirteen 
men whom we do not know and we will believe 
|| that; we will place the Congress and the Ad- 
|| ministration on opposite sides upon this ques- 
| tion ?”’ 
Sir, I do not believe there is any Republican 
I do not believe 


’ 
ut 


who intends any such thing. 
that any Republican is going out of the Re 
publican party on this issue, I do not believe 
the alarm of the Senator from Missouri is well 
founded. 


| trouble going to happen. I believe that after 
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Ido not believe there is any such | 
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fo It was hard that a Senator ) this ff] 
hould Be obliged to brine forward such 
lense, EL hard tl Senator should ma 
w. in order to consider this defen 
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: ‘ ‘ ‘ 
pre ime it di | not exist in any lave state, It 
ig an importation from New fin land. It be 
lon to the pri le and the gl ry of that part 
ol { hye country that it la given to this Kepub 
hie a em of common hool ‘ and now by 
this constitation an effortis made to plant that 


{ 
generous, beneficent system in Virginia. The 
article proceeds, by section three, to provid 
follows: ** Bach township shall be divided into 
so many compactly located school districts 
may be deemed necessary.’ ‘“'S hool d 


tricts."’ All that came from New I: nd. 
It began with the Pilgrims at the very begtn- 
ning of their history in this country, at l her 
. > : ‘ } fe Catan Y ima 
is the effort to introduce if into Virginia. 


How is that encountered by this Governor? 
I hold in my hand no common, ordinary report 
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of the speech of Governor Walker, but one 
published, as the Senate will see, like a hand- 
bill or a broadside for circulation for party 
distribution, which, as I peruse it from begin- 
ning to end, seems to me most carefully re- 
ported, I should say verbatim ; I cannot doubt 
verbalim. Read it, sir, if you will, with your 
experience asa public speaker and knowing 
the difficulties that reporters have to encounter 
in taking down the precise words, aud I be- 
lieve you will be convinced that here the re- 
porters must have reasonably if not entirely 
succeeded, The spe ech in this broadside 


which I hold in my hand is entitled ** Speech 


of Colonel Gilbert C. Walker at Liberty, Bed- 
ford county, Virginia, May 20, 1869.’’ I will 
not read its beginning, nor the first topics that 
it treats of, but I come down to a latter part, 
and read aa follow 
‘Then my conviction is 


constitution, bad as iti 


Chat is the way he of this constitu- 


tion 


peak , 


‘ought to be adopted. Thisfor several reasons, It 
i moreimportant than ever, under the circumstances 


upon us, thet you should control the State govern 
ment, If the constitution expurgated shall be 
adopted, and you have elected your State ticket and 


your Legislature, you may proceed at once to pro- 
pose such amendments to the constitution as will 
clear it of all its dangerous characteristics. The 
county organization need never be enforced. If I 
am elected with a Legislature not Radical it never 
will be put in operation.”’ 


And Tam reminded that on this occasion he 
was addressing the white ex-rebels, seeking to 
enlist them in his support. ‘Thus, sir, does he 
hand over this promised system of public 
schools to destruction ; he dooms it in advance, 
On that ground he asks the votes of the white 
ex-rebels. We ‘will clear it’’ says he ‘ of 
all its dangerous characteristics.’’ Ay, sir, 
knowledge is dangerous to tyranny; knowl- 
edge is dangerous to slavery; knowledge is 
dangerous to wrong and injustice. Well might 
the representative of this recent political 
triumph in Virginia be atraid to see a system 
of publie schools established in Virginia. 

But this is not all, sir. Whata man says in 
one part of a speech is interpreted by what he 
says in another. Now listen again: 

= \ ou people of Bedford 

Says the Governor 
“have, perhaps, not suffered as much as we of east- 
ern Virginia from that foul refuse which the North 
has, as if were, vomited over our country to distract 
ind devour it. Yet you have known some of the 
evils resulting from the presence of these harpies. 
they will continue to harass and injure us until the 
State government is restored, and it isyour duty and 
policy to rally asone man todo what is in your power 
to seize hold of the State government in every de- 
partment.” 

‘* To seize hold,”’ says he, *‘ of the State gov- 
ernment in every department.’’ 

“Then the curse of these fatteners upon your sub 
stance will be removed, and not till then.” 

Chus does he speak of those geverous men 
who have gone down from the North to estab- 
lish themselves in Virginia; they are “ har- 


es, 
Mr. POMEROY, 
me to ask, was he nota carpet: bagg 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes,heis. I can answer. 

Mr. SUMNER, ‘They are ‘ harpies”’ ac- 
cording to him; they are ‘ fatteners upon the 
substance,’’ and this gentleman isthe appointed 
man to drive them away. He is to hold the 
besom in his hand which is to sweep Virginia 
clear of ali men from the North and of all pub- 
lie schools. Let it go over the country that this 
person chosen Governor by Virginia pledges 
fimself in advance to break down the proposed 
system of public schools. What greater atro- 
city at this moment can be proposed? How 
can you organize reconstruction except on the 
everlasting foundation of education? For that 
good men have longed; for that efforts have 
been made in this Chamber and out of it, and 
now, when we seemed about to triumph through 
the introduction of this clause into the consti- 
tution, we have a candidate for Governor soli- 


Will the Senator allow 


that the balance of the | 


and then, when brought before the committee 
of the other House, you have heard his lame, 
his impotent, his ignoble explanation. 
read by the Senator from Nevada, and every 


. . . ‘“” . 1 
citing votes on the ground that he will nullify it; | 


It was | 


word that [ have used about it aptly character- | 


izes it. If he were worthy to be Governor, if 
he were worthy to sit in the seat which in other 
times has been honored by good and great and 
worthy men, never would he have made the 
speech, never would he have made the explan- 
ation, 

[am reminded by my friend from Vermont 


[Mr. EKpwunps] that the explanation is what | 


he technically calls, and very properly, a cog- 
novil. 
trimental to the people.’’ Ah, knowledge is 
detrimental tothose interests of which hemakes 
himself the representative! Therefore, accord- 
ing to his own testimony, would he go forth 
with his besom in his hand against the system 
of public schools. 

And now, sir, would you know something 
more of the character of this candidate? Ido 
not rely upon what other people say, but [ rely 
upon his own words; he is the strongest wit- 
ness against himself. I may add that the Sen- 
ator from Nevada in his defense has completed 
the testimony againsthim. But here is another 
speech made at Alexandria, near here. It does 
not seem to be reported with the same com- 
pleteness as the one from which I have already 
read, but as reports go, judging from my own 
slight experience, | should say it must be rea- 
sonably accurate. Here is what he says; now 
from this learn the man: 


“He did not. feel called upon to tell Virginians 
what to do under the circumstances, but he would 
with their permission tell them what he, after mature 


Ile will exeeute it in ** no manner de- |} 





deliberation, had determined to do; for what was | 


Virginia’s interest was for his interest, as he was not 
like the man who carried ‘all mine tings in mine 
bag,’ and that was to vote down the two damnable 
clauses which were to be submitted separately.” 


And what then, Mr. President? 


_ "Take a dose of physic by voting for the rest of it ; 
for Virginia required a dose of physie to enable her 


'| to throw off the extraneous matter that now clings 


ever himself? | 


| secure to alltime? 


to her intestines.’’ 

‘Thatis, the people from the North, the carpet- 
baggers he calls them, and the public schools, 
That is what he wishes cleaned off. He then 
goes on: 

“ The great object now to be secured ”— 


Now, Mr. President, we are to know the 
great object proposed by this Governor; that 
which is to be like the guiding star in the 
future— 

“The great object now to be secured was for Vir- 
ginians’’— 
To establish 
ry 

l'o estab- 


What do you think it is, sir? 
the Declaration of Independence ? 


| lish equal rights on adamant forevermore ? 


‘To make this Republic great and glorious and 
Oh, no, sir; no such thing 
as that; that did not enter into his mind ap- 
parently ; but it was— 

‘for Virginians to obtain control of their own 


State, to get it out of the power of those who had 
ruled over it for the last four years; and voting for 


most direct route that led to that end.” 
That is the great object ; that is the guiding 


star; that is the pillar of fire by night and the 


cloud by day for this great Governor of Vir- 
ginia. ‘*The document,’’ he proceeds, for he 


would not eall it a constitution— 


» 


| 


**The document, too, he said, carried in itself the 
sword to lop off its own excrescences, for by it the 
Legislature elected under it has power to call a con- 
vention which ean alter or amend it; and if a Con- 
servative Legislatufe were elected by October next 


the State could have a constitution whose beneficent | 


And | 


provisions would be as broad as were desired, 
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fourteenth amendment; but he had heen miste 


ar . are » Stata ; ‘ ! 
apatient eltinted witha nee the con litution + 
There is a double characterization 
the fourteenth amendment to the ( 
of the United States, which he characteriyo.. 
a depth of infamy, and second, of the cor te 
tution of Virginia which has recently we 
adopted, which he likens to a cancer. « 
what hope can come from suchaman? \) 
hope can come from the party that he pep), 
sents? He is not alone; he was chosen a 
the basis of these speeches; through {), 
speeches he gained votes, and his triyyy 
represents the triumph of this detestable oy. 
Sut, sir, this is not all. I have already p,, 


; first, » 
Onstitutin 


| on one occasion, and now introduce it eye 
' a part of the case, what he said at the tair a9, 


the result of the election. We have had 
day one speech that he made when the ¢), 
tion news came in. Here is another: 


“The people of your noble old Commony, ult 
have declared themselves against vandalisin, fj, 
and treachery”— ; 

That is, against the Administration of , 
national Government and of General Cay), 
and of the reconstruction acts, which are he», 
denounced as vandalism, fraud, and treacher: 

* Virginia had freed herself from the tyranny of 


horde of greedy cormorants and unprincipled o 
pet-baggers who came to sap her very vitals, 


That is the way he characterized the nation) 


AU, 


| Government in its beneficent influence they 


during the last four years, affording protection 
to all and gradually preparing the way for th, 
State independence which, if his princip\; 
were to prevail, [ have to say Virginia is ye: 
entirely unworthy of. 

Then again, sir, for he made many speech: 
at Charlottesville, in Virginia, on the 2bth of 
dune, 1869, he spoke, and here his speech | 
reported by what the newspaper entitles ‘‘ ow 
own reporter,’’ perfectly well known to you, 
Mr. President. Here is what the reporter 
says: 

‘Tis speech was about the same as those mad 


other places by him during the canvass, He ga 
his reasons for voting against the objectional 


| Clauses in the constitution, and also stated why | 


| should vote for the constitution. 


He addressed his 


| remarks almost entirely to the white people, » 


though there were very many colored present. |i 
said he would not vote for himself for Governor, by 
for a better man, General Robert FE. Lee. He ¢ 
three reasons for voting for Lee: first, because Le 
is the greatest soldier of the age; second, because | 
is one of the purest, best, and most noble men living, 
one of the greatest of all Virginia’s great s 
third, because he and General Lee stood upon tly 


| Same platform, universal amnesty and suffrage’ — 


Mark the limitation there—‘‘ and suffrage 
no ‘‘universal,’’ no ‘impartial,’’ but “ su 
,. . 9 
frage : 

“Tn place of so-called military government, which 
means carpet-bag destruction.” 


That is another speech. Is it not, [ ask, in 


| perfect harmony with the speech from which 


| the emasculated constitution was the shortest and | 


the first Legislature too, he said, by the constitution | 


had the power to propose ameliorating amendments 


which if adopted by the suceceding Legislature and | 


their action ratified by the people would have the 
force of fundamental law.” 

This is what this great Governor proposes ; 
nor is this all, sir: 

“Tle had not supposed that there were men in the 


State who in framing a constitution would go to a 
lower depth of infamy than was contained in the 


| 


| 


I first read? Are they not ofa piece? Dov 
not one harmonize with the other? Do they 
not all fit? A man is known also, we are toll! 
often, by the company he keeps. A candidat 
is known also by the orators who speak fo 
him. Ihave here another paper, the lic! 


'mond Dispatch, where I find a report of tl 


second day of the State Conservative convet: 
tion, and here is a speech by Mr. John k. 
Edmunds; I do not think he can be any rela 
tive of my valued friend before me. This Mr. 
Edmunds said: 

** We wanted an administration around which t! 
white element would be rallied.” 

A white man’s government! That is th 
idea. Mr. Kdmunds then goes on to say: 

“Ile portrayed very forcibly the advantages | 
accrue in Virginia from the election of Walker. 
Her people would get the Legislature and the judi- 
ciary in their hands, and a state of affairs sucli «s 
used to exist would once more come over the State. 

‘*A state of affairs such as used to exist 
would once more come over the State.’? What 
was that condition of affairs? You know 
well, when, under the influence of slavery, 
human rights were struck down and trampled 
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- fpot; when no man guilty of a skin not 
ne i like oar own could expect rights any- 
eo: when indeed, according to that auda- 
we declaration once made in this Capitol, 
e black man had no rights which a white man 

hound to respect. That is the state of 
woe which this orator of Virginia, pleading 
. Governor Walker, wishes to have back. 
Nor is this all. This same orator appears 
nother newspaper, and, with your perm 
1, sir, and ae your pardon for the time 
‘take on this matter, I will read a very brief 
v«tract from What he then said : 


i 


Colonel Baldwin wag followed by Mr. Edmunds 
tvored the election of Walker as affording th 
What means ¢ 

. means by which they could bridge over the 


+ four years.. He was not acquainted with him, 


m all he had heard he believed him to he 1 
faome character. If Walker were elected by 
corvative votes the Conservatives would control 
| licy and have the government of the State in 
own bands; he could do no harm, and in four 

m this time negro suffrage would be dead, 


‘the white man’s party would be strong enough 


le the State and elect Colonel Withers or any 

r good \ irginian they might see proper to el 
ite tothe position. 

Such. sir, is the record of this candidate 
whose position, as I have already said, is piv 
talin this inquiry. Your action pivots on the 

acter and conduct of Governor Walker. 
if he does not inspire your confidence ; if, on 
he other hand, he has said and done thir gy 
which fill you with aversion, then how can you 
trust to the government of which he is the 

1? You cannot, sir. 

For the present | confine myself to this 

mple statement that I have made. Governor 
Walker speaks for himself; I have said little or 

hing. It is Governor Walker who has 

‘ken, If the testimony is strong it comes 
from himself, and it is because out of his own 
mouth ishe judged. Now, sir, is there any 
truth in the old saying ‘‘ Forewarned, fore- 
armed?’ Being thus forewarned, will you not 
also be forearmed? Will you not take those 
just precautions required by the reconstruction 
acts, required by principle and by every obli- 
gation of duty? Failing in this, [ say it with 
all possible respect, you abandon your duty ; 
nay more, sir, you abandon the innocent 
Unionists of Virginia, whether black or white, 
othe tender mercies of their enemies; you 
and the lamb over to the care of the wolf. 
Will you do it? Dare you do it? 

Mr. NORTON. Mr. President, do you not 
think that we have fallen upon evil times when 
we are discussing in the Senate of the United 
States the question of the admission ofa State 
into this Union, (assuming for the sake of the 
argument that the State has been out of the 
Union) 

Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator from 
Minnesota give way to me for two or three 
minutes ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Minnesota yield to the Senator from 
Nevada? 

Mr. NORTON. I will yield for a moment. 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, it was 
stated by the Senator from Massachusetts that 
this is pivotal; that this is the whole issue; 
that it must be determined on the character of 
Governor Walker. Then, I submit, taking these 
extracts, garbled as they are, written by enthu- 


t 
( 
} 
i 


ii they must 


siastie party friends who evidently put words | 


into his mouth, reported by party papers trying 
to carry the election and straining everything 
he said to bring him up to the standard of the 
Democratic party, trying to get him on their 
side as far as possible by their reports, is there 
one of them that is not the mildest possible 
form of a Democratic speech? 

In one of the very speeches from which the 
Senator read Governor Walker declares that 
his platform is and always has been universal 
amnesty and impartial suffrage, 
beyond any other Democrat. If this is pivotal 
because he has made such speeches leaning 


going a step || 


toward Democracy, leani LOW i ha ey 
adv » all thetime. t] Dele Loe oa 
advocate ail the time, then you declare that if 
a Democrat is elected you will not receive th 
Qe ] NT ‘ ‘ } 
State that electshim. NoD it that could 
! 
have been elect Lin Virgi lia, no candidate 
nine for Dey , hs 
running for Democra ipport « 1 have 
said more for j istice than he said, taking it 


granted that those peec he are re} rted liter 
ally and that you have the full bearing of them. 
he fact is that they were reported in a sensa 


to. make 
uld on their side. 
ris purport to be literal ; but 
these papers were makingas 
as they could on their 
Walker said. 
But admitting 
what he sta 


Di mocratic 


| tional manner by papers that wanted 
them as strong as they ( 
Non » of those rep 
ummary, as strong 


ot V hb ul Gove rnor 


all that ha been read te 
ted, have you ever heard a milder 
speech in this Chamber for the last 
lake the most conservative of the 
Democrats speaking under the most ordinary 
j , and ha 


> VC 


1. are? 
nve yea 


circumstan¢ any of them ever used 

] 4 2 ») 
mild rang uage than that whi h ha } een re ad ' 
But take his summing up after the election, 


reminding the people of the issues upon which 
they had succeeded, and reminding them that 
carry out their pledges to give to all 
men an equal chances 


ive 


Wemust remember that we havesue ledonthe 
platform of universal sutirage and equal rights; and 
we must see that those who opposed us as well a 
Lhose tedus haveall theirrights, and are 


Who suppol 
protected fully 
thelaw. They 


Lunde r 
ughtthevalue 


bythe law and with the law ai 
must be educated andt 


ot the great boon of tranchise that has been con 
ferred upon them and the true value of being a 
izen 
Now I undertake to y that no Conserva 
tive, no person outside of the Radical party, 
| could have gone through the canvass without 


which would have been 
worse than any that have quoted ; ar 
this is pivotal, if this is to be the 
which this question is to turn, it is 
tion that no outhern State 
unless itis Republican ; 
with all we require, but 

them unle 
majority. 


dropping utterances 


be en 


a dec lara 


that it may comply 
till we will 
s they come here with a Republican 
It is well known that I do not ap 


not accept 


prove of these sentiments, if they are correctly | 
reported, any more than the Senator from |} 


Massachusetts. I do not believe that Governor 

Walker ever made any remarks disparaging 
| the fourteenth amendment. He denies ever 

having made them ; and I know he has been 

in favor of thatamendment. Hesays he never 
saw the report of that speech from which those 
remarks were read. When he heard it he recog- 
| nized in it things which he had said and things 

which he had not said. It is reported as sen- 
| sational articles are usually published after a 
public meeting. 

There is nothing unusual, nothing extrava 
gant in these speeches. They simply use the 
ordinary arguments in favor of adoptit 
| constitution. He was not denouncing the loyal 
men of the North when he spoke of a class of 
people called there ‘ carpet-baggers.’ 
| was the designation of the Wells party, con- 
| sisting mostly of men from the North. He 
was addressing citizens of Virginia who knew 
very well what was meant. We know there 
was j 
take the speeches of the other side I think 
you will find expressions quite as bad, and, in- 
deed, moreso. Ithink Governor Walker went 
| through the campaign as fairly, as honorably, 

and as justly as any candidate could do upon 
that side of the que stion. No Democratic 
candidate speaking to Democrats could have 
possibly said more in favor of human rights 
than he did in that contest. The tion is 
whether you will receive any Democrat at all 
from the South. 

Then, besides, you are 
on extracts from newspapers ; yor 
him when he is not heard. 

| Mr. EDMUNDS. We 
in the same way. 
Mr. STEWART. 
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onthe report of Can You are try r : 
on the recommendation of the Pres t. You 
are trying Virginia under the la \ 


passed. You are not 
testimony, unless 
as that testimony 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Will my friend 
Nevada, who says we are trying | 
report of Canby, read that part of General 
Canby’s report which states in express tet 


trying her on 


this memori 


that in five of the counties the elk we 
carried by intimidation and fraud? 

Mr. STEWART. I have not seen that. | 
prefer that the Senator himself should read 
General Canby held that the election was fair, 
and upon his report the President says Virginia 
complied with all the terms prescribed, and 


recommends her admission. I beg pardon otf 
the Senator from Minnesota for having taken 
so much of his time. 
Mr. NORTON. Mr. 
suppose 
have taken so much time when | 
floor to him; but what he has said has only 
fortified and vivified what I was expressing 
when interrupted in the midst of my sentence. 
| wil! commence again, and I say, Mr. Presi 
dent, do you not think that we have fallen upon 
times when in the Senate of the United 
States the discussion of the propriety of the 
admission of a State into this Union deper 
upon the merits of the man who is elected 
Governor? Heretofore when States have been 
admitted into this Union they have been ad 
mitted upon their constitutions, examined by 
Congress and found to be republican in fi 
and thus the people of those States through 
their State « rganization come to be members 
‘the Union. But now in regard to the State 
irginia; and I shall not discuss wl 
13 Out or 


y 
President, l 
that the Senator from N: 


did not 
vada 


yielded the 


would 


ri 


iether she 
>. 

not, or has been out or in the Union 
during the war and since; when the proposi 
tion is to declare that Virginia is entitled 
representation in this body you do not loo 
to her constitution, her State organization, but 


upon this floor the Senator from Massachusetts 


| and others choose to discuss the merits of the 


Governor of the State. It never has been in 
the history of this Government that States were 
admitted or were refused admission, that mem 
bers were admitted to the House and Senators 
admitted to this floor or refused admission be 


| cause of anything personal to the men that held 


the offices in the States. 
And, Mr. President, I cannot let the opp¢ 


| tunity escape now to notice the Senator from 


great acrimony in the contest, and if you || 


Massachusetts, who rises here and tells the 
|| Senate what is their duty, as though his idea 
of the duty of a Senator should be the idea 
| . 7 ‘ . 
|! of every other Senator. Ay, sir, he lectures 
the Senate upon what is their duty and what 
justice and humanity require; and if they do 
lo as he see hink they should. ther 
not do as he seems to think they should, then 
he says the Senate is derelict in its duty and 
does not do what it ought to do. Sir, the State 
of Minnesota is not equal in population or 
we alth, or in its history, to the State ol Ma sa- 
chusetts ; but upon this floor the Senators from 
the State of Minnesota are the peers of tl 
Senators from Massachusetts. Young though 
our State may be, and humble in the preten 
\| sions of her representatives upon this foor, 
we have our duty to discharge and we do it as 
we see it and not as the Senator from Massa 
chusetts sees it. I know that his displeasare 
is terrible, but it has no terrors for me. His 
frown may be awful, but it does not awe u 
I cannot tell what you and other men 
Think of this life; but for my single self, 
I had as lief not be, as live to he 
in awe of sucha thing as I myself. 
{ was born free as Cesar; 80 were y 
We have both fedas well; and we 
endure the winter’s cold as wel! 
So, sir, I protest against the Senator stand 
\| ing upon this floor and telling the Senate wh 


|| thinks or says they ought 


her constitution, You are trying Virginia || cussion of the bill before the Senate. 


their duty is,as though they must do a 
ht to d 
Now, Mr. President, let us come to the dis 
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singular spectacle which we present to the 
country and tothe world, that for four years the 
Government of the United States engaged ina 
war to keep States from leaving the Union, and 
for more than four years of peace since Con- 
gress has been engaged in legislation toget them 
back. You, the dominant party inthiscountry, 


| 
| 


would not *‘ accept the situation’’ at the close | 


of the war; yon would not believe us when we 
told you that if the southern people were a 


part of the people of this country they must be | 
treated in the same manner and as having the | 


enme rights as the people of other States. 
Now, since some of those States have been 


readmitted and are again represented on this | 
floor, their Senators tell you just what we told 


you then. You had Moses and the prophets 
and you would not hear them; and now these 
have come up, risen literally from the dead, 
and you will not believe them; and Senators 
who have never been among or mixed with 
those people undertake to say on this floor what 
they are and what we may rely upon, contra- 
dictory to the statements of Senators from 
those States. 

But, Mr. President, this discussion has dem- 
onstrated the utter failure of your whole sys- 
tem of reconstruction. It has demonstrated 
that those *‘ irreversible guarantees’? for which 
the Senator from Massachusetts started out 
cannot be kad. It has demonstrated that your 
laws for the protection, as you claimed, of the 


Union-loving and loyal people of the South are | 


laws that do not protect them, and cannot; 


and those very people whom you sought to | 


protect or claimed that you thought you would 
protect are here now to protest and to remon- 
strate against it. As was said by the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Varwen) the Sen- 
ator from Alabama, [Mr. Waryer,] and the 
Senator from Connecticut, [ Mr. Os test- 
oaths, proscription, ostracism, political and 


social, will never restore order to these States. | 


It is demonstrated, and this discussion has 
shown it. 

But the friends of the amendments proposed 
to this bill seem to want to preserve a con- 
sistency with the reconstruction laws and to 
make this legislation conform to those laws, 


and hence they seek to impose what are called | 


fundamental conditions. Without going into 


my opinion upon the question of fundamental | 


conditions generally, I wish to say aword upon 
the view which has been presented in the 
course of this debate. 

The Senator from Indiana [Mr. Morron] 
says that if Congress has the power to recon- 
struct or restore it has the power to preserve. 
‘The Senator from Nevada [ Mr, Stewarv] says 
that Congress has the power to deal with these 
States. The Senator from Nebraska [Mr. 
Tnayer] thinks that because the Democratic 
party is not a party to be trusted, therefore the 
powers of Congress are enlarged! But among 
them all the Senator from Indiana is the only 
one consistent with your reconstruction laws, 
the only one who is logical ; because you started 
out your reconstruction system in violation of 
every fundamental principle and every tradi- 
tion of our Government, and the Senator from 
indiana is right in saying, logically, that be- 
cause these States rebelled, therefore the power 
of Congress is forever equal to any emergency 
that may arise. 

But, sir, let us take the fundamental con- 
ditions you have imposed; then what is the 
measure of the power of Congress so far as 
these States are concerned and all the States ? 
So far as the eleven States which were in the 
rebellion are concerned, because they rebelled, 
because they were insurgent, the power of 
Congress is measured by your reconstruction 
laws; that is, the government you set up under 
your reconstructions laws, and the power of 
Congress, is regulated by those laws; but for 
the State of New York and the other States 
the Constitution is the measure and the limit 
of your power, Then we have a Union of 
thirty-seven States; and, as to eleven of them, 
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|| if a question arises as to what Congress may do 


| in regard to them, if Congress has to deal with 
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them, you turn to your reconstruction laws and 
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|| Mr. YATES. Letme ask the § 


|| besides bayonets and swords? 


you find the limit and the measure of your | 


power; but as to the others you look to the 


| Constitution, and that measures and limits 


your powers in regard to them. 


Sir, I do not b lieve in any such doctrine or | 


any such idea. T believe that when a State is 


‘| a member of this Union she is a State just 


like all the others, and Congress has no more 
power over one than another. I knowthat the 
provision of the Constitution is merel 

Congress may admit new States into the Ui 
but it is one of the traditions of this Gov- 


ernment, like the traditions of the Church, | 


which Paul exhorted Timothy to preserve, and 


it ought to be as sacred as though written in | 


the letter of the Constitution, that new States 
are admitted upon an equal footing with all the 
other States. In the ordinance of 1787 pro- 


viding for the formation of States out.of the | 


territory northwest of the Ohio, I find this 
clause : 


“Whenever any of said States shall have sixty 
thousand free inhabitants therein such States shall 
he admitted by Delegates into the Congress of the 
United States on an equal footing with the original 
States in allrespects whatever.” 

There was where that language came from; 
there was its origin; and though I have not ex- 
amined all of them—I have examined the stat- 
ute admitting the State of Minnesota—lI venture 


the assertion that from that time forth every | 


act or resolution of Congress admitting a State 
admitted it upon an equal footing with all the 
other States in every respect whatever. That 
is a tradition of this Government which is well 
worth preserving. So familiar had that idea 
become to the public mind that the Senator 
from Wisconsin [Mr. Howr] the other day 
even thought it was written in the letter of the 
Constitution. So much for these fundamental 
conditions. 

Virginia admitted is as much a State in the 
Union as any other State, and may do what- 


ever seems to her proper within the sphere of || 
Else, as I have said, you have || 


her statehood, 
for the States that have been in rebellion one 
rule, one limit, and one measure to your power, 
and for the other States another; and the snu- 
preme law that regulates your action, the 
supreme law that limits your power in regard 
to these States is your reconstruction laws, and 
not the Constitution. Iam sure my friend trom 
Indiana would object to being led into any such 
absurdity as that; and yet if his premises are 
right—-and he is logical up to this point—they 
lead just precisely to that, and Congress may 
do with these States, because of their having 
rebelled, as it pleases, limited only by the re- 
construction laws, and with the other States 
restrained only by the Constitution. 

But, sir, I wish to call the attention of the 
Senate to the fact that your whole system of 
reconstruction, so far as establishing law and 
order and protecting person and property in 
the southern States are concerned, has been a 
failure; andI willtellyouwhy. Itis because you 
violated every fundamental principle of free 
government. It is because you subordinated 
eivil local government to the military power. 
It is because you sought to establish govern- 
ments at the point of the bayonet and the sword, 
and to administer justice not in equal even- 
balanced scales, but at the point of the bayonet 
and of the sword. In doing that you departed 
from what were considered settled and estab- 
lished principles. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Sumner, ] so anxious to preserve 
consistency and to show to the country and to 
the world an unequaled adhesion to principle, 
deserted the true principle of reconstruction, 
upon which he seemed to start out, and went 
off into the by-ways and the winding paths of 
reconstruction for partisan and political pur- 
poses. Sir, had that Senator saat to the 
principles that he enunciated upon this floor in 
the form of resolutions the way to reconstruc- 
tion would have been clear. 


that | 
nion; | 
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enator wha: 


_ rebels and traitors to this Government need 


Mr. NOR ] ON. Mr. President, while rel, 
| and traitors were in arms against the Goye, 
ment they did need bayonets and swords. } 
when the war ended and they yielded ¢) 4 
Federal authority they needed civil law » 
not the military. Sir, what do the Sena... 
from South Carolina and Alabama and t}, 

| other States tell you? They tell you that th 
should have local civil governments of th... 
own; that they do not want Congress nor th, 
military dominating over the local ciyi] «, 
thority. 

The Senator from Massachusetts, oy t] 

25th of February, 1865, when the subject ; 
the admission of the military government 
Louisiana, as it was called, or the Banks goy 
ernment, was under discussion in the Senate 
introduced a series of resolutions with regay) 
to reconstruction, and among them I find tho 
following : " 


= * 


Of 


|| “And be it further resolved, That a governmoy: 


founded on military power, or having its origin ;, 
| military orders, cannot be a ‘republican form ,, 
| government’ according to the requirement of tho 
Constitution; and that its recognition will be eo; 
trary not only to the Constitution, but also to thi: 
essential principle of our Government which, in tho 
language of Jeilerson, establishes ‘the supremacy o 
the civil over the military authority,’ ”’ i 

The next resolution declares that the recor. 
nition of such a government ‘‘as a legitimate 
government will tend to enfeeble the Unioy, 
to postpone the day of reconciliation, and ty 
endanger the national tranquillity.’’ Sir, had 
the Senator from Massachusetts adhered to thy: 
in his course upon reconstruction, and opposed 
| the establishment of governments founded upon 
military orders and by military authority as | 
has opposed those founded upon civil author. 
ity, we should have had a better state of affairs 
in the southern States. He seemed then ty 
have been gifted with the spirit of prophecy; 
he looked into the future, and he saw that tie 
establishment of governments in that way would 
‘*tend to enfeeble the Union, to postpone the 
day of reconciliation, and to endanger the na- 





| tional tranguillity.’’ For over four long years 


| 


we have been attempting to reconstruct, to 
restore, and to strengthen the Union under the 
system that he then protested against, and we 
are where we are now—the national tranquillity 
| disturbed, the Union enfeebled, and the day 
| of reconciliation postponed. 

Mr. President, if there was anything tha! 
could astonish the American people in regard 
| to this question of reconstruction ; if there was 
anything that could awaken the surprise of 
Senators on the other side of the Chamber in 
regard to this question of reconstruction, it 
| seems to me it would have been when the tele 
| graphic wire with its electric click sends tov 
here information that to-day in the State oi 
Georgia there is sitting a military commission 
to pass upon the eligibility of the member 
elected to the Legislature there. It does seem 
to me that the Senate of the United States 
| ought to pause in this discussion and ought t) 
inquire by what authority a military comms: 
| sion in the State of Georgia is sitting to pass 
| upon the eligibility of members elected to the 
Legislature. Grant you, sir, that she isa ler 
ritory ; put her out entirely of the Union ; say 
she has never been in it, and yet the American 
Senate sit here and discuss the questions inet 
dent to this bill and allow a military officer (0 
organize 2 commission to pass upon and de- 
termine the eligibility of members elected to 
a territorial Legislature, if you please to call 
Georgia a Territory. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. _ Who has done that? 

Mr. NORTON. The telegraph informs us 
that there is now a military commission sitting 
at Atlanta, in Georgia, passing upon the eligt- 
bility of members elected to the Legislature 
there. i 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If there is any such thing 
nobody in Washington is responsible for it, | 
have very good reason to know, 
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Mr NORTON. I donot say who is respons- 
ai, for ite L say it is the fact; and as the 
~ ator from Connecticut referred to it the 


Sonal 


.o» day, the Governor of Georgia is exer- | 


‘ng the powers of the king of Great Britain. 
a , prorogues and adjourns and makes the 
rhe ximaaie > 1 al - 
Legislature of the State of Georgia take a recess. 


‘Mr. EDMUNDS. Then the Senator will 
permit me to tell him, if the Governor of Geor- 
r. ig exercising any such functions he derives 
r:. eiocht from the king of Great Britain and 
not from the President of the United States or 
ym the law. 
Mr. NORTON. I donot care where he gets 
nig pight, nor where he claims it; but Ido 
- «that the American Congress, when such 
: are going on, should inquire into them 
than into the propriety of affixing fund- 
ental conditions to the admission of a State. 
“Mr, THAYER. With the consent 
gonator from Minnesota, I move that the Sen- 
ate do now adjourn. 
rhe VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
m Minnesota yield for that purpose? 


} 
rather 

te 

nts 


Nebraska withdraw that motion for a moment | 


to allow me to make a statement? 

Several Senators. No, no; let us adjourn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Nebraska yield or decline to yield? 

Mr. STEWART. ILask him to withdraw his 
motion fora moment that [ may say a word? 
Mr. THAYER. I will hear the Senator. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
vields for a moment. 

“ Mr. STEWART. I simply desire to ask that 
some hour to-morrow be fixed at which we can 
take a vote. 

Mr. HOWARD. 

; enough. 

Mr. SUMNER. No hour can be fixed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘Then let us sit it out 
to-night. 

Mr. STEWART. 
will not adjourn. 

Mr. THAYER. I renew my motion that 
the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask for the yeas and 
nays on that motion. We may as well decide 
now whether we can ever dispose of Virginia 
or not. 

(he yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 34, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, 3oreman, 
Brownlow, Cameron, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, 
Fowler, Gilbert, Hamlin, Harris, Howard, Kellogg, 
McCreery, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Morton, Osborn, Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, 
Rice, Robertson, Saulsbury, Schurz, Scott, Spencer, 
Sumner, Thayer, Tiptou, Wilson, and Yates—34, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buckingham, Carpenter, 
Casserly, Cole, Cragin, Ferry, Hamilton, Harlan, 
Howe, Nye, Patterson, Ross, Sherman, Stewart, 
“4 ckton, Tremball, Vickers, Warner, Willey, and 

Villiams—21, 
ABSENT—Messrs. Cattell, Chandler, Conkling, 


Corbett, Davis, Norton, Pool, Sawyer, Sprague, and 
Thurman—10. 


No, sir; not again; ouce 


Then I hope the Senate 


So the motion was agreed to ; and the Senate 
adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, January 18, 1870. 
Che House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier. 
rhe Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved, 


J. M. IUTCHINGS AND J. ©. LAMON. 


Mr. NORTON. L yield to that motion. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope not. 
Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator from | 


of the | 


' 
} 
| 
| 


Indiana that the condition of the public busi- 
1ess is such that 1 am obliged to move to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was recom- 
mitted, and to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Parye] is entitled to the floor on 
the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill (H. R. No. 593) to apportion the repre- 


| sentation of the several States in the House of 


Representatives for the Forty-Second Congress 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PAINE. I have no objection to yi \d- 
ing a few minutes to gentlemen who have bills 
to introduce, if it will not be taken out of my 
time. But before I do so I wish to state to the 
House that I propose to ask the House to have 
a moruing hour to-day. It is impossible for us 
to proceed with the business which is before 
the committees unless we shall adhere as rigidly 


| as possible to our rule establishing a morn- 


| ing hour. 


Mr. JULIAN, by unanimous consent, from | 


the Committee on the Public Lands, reported 
back the bill (H. R. No. 184) to confirm to 
J. M. Hutchings and J. C. Lamon their pre- 


emption claims in the Yosemite valley, in the | 


State of California, with a report in writing, 
and moved that the bill and report be recom- 


mitted to the committee, and ordered to be | 


printed, 
Mr, DAWES, 


T will say to my friend from 





There is already a bill before the 
House, during the morning hour, reported from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, which ought 
to be disposed of, and it is to be followed, as I 
know myself, by a large number of very im- 
portant bills that need speedy action. After I 
have yielded for a reasonable time to gentle- 
men I shall ask the House to postpone the 
further consideration of the apportionment bill 
now pending until after the morning hour, so as 
to give the House a morning hour to-day. I 
will yield now to the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Wuirremore. ] 

The SPEAKER. ‘The time yielded by the 
gentleman will have to come out of his hour. 

Mr. PAINE. It is impossible for me to 
yield, for the reason that | have already prom- 
ised all the time that I do not consume myself 
to others. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair deemed it due 
to the gentleman to state that such is the case. 
If the gentleman chooses to yield he does it 
on that condition. 

Mr. PAINE. Then I am compelled to move 
that the further consideration of this bill be 


| postponed until the expiration of the morning 


hour. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

BRONZE DOORS OF THE CAPITOL. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a 
communication from the architect of the Uni- 
ted States Capitol extension, in answer toa 
resolution of the House of January 13, 1870, 
in relation to the bronze doors now in the pas- 
sage leading from the Rotunda to the Hall of 
the House of Representatives; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

COMMODORE THOMAS AP C, JONES. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting certain papers relating to the claim 
of the estate of the late Commodore Thomas 
Ap C. Jones; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

D AVID’S ISLAND HOSPITAL. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, asking for the appropriation of 
$10,000 to purchase the buildings on David's 
Island, East river, for marine hospital pur 
poses; which was referred to the Committee 


| on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


ELECTION EXPENSES IN TEXAS. 
The SPEAKER also laid before. the House 


| communication from the Secreiary of the 


| appropriation of 
nenses of the recent election in Texas; which “ inclosing a petiti 


Treasury, transmitting a copy of a communi- 
cation from the commanding general of the 
fifth military district urging the immediate 
$121,598 48 to defray the ex- 
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was referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 
WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of the 
rreasury, in answerto a resolution of the House 
of December 7, 1869, inclosing a statement of 
the amounts appropriated and expended for the 
construction and completion of the Washington 


| aqueduct under several acts of Congress ; 


which was referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 
CUMBERLAND, MARYLAND. 

The SPEAKER also lqid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting a report of the Quartermaster 
General in relation to a piece of land near 
Cumberland, Maryland, purchased for and in 
behalf of the United States and without the 
requisite authority of law on May 2, 1862; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ESTIMATES FROM INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, inclosing a copy of a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior in relation to some 
errors in the book of estimates, and requesting 
that the same may be referred to the appro- 
priate committee; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be printed. 

FORT GRATIOT, MICHIGAN, 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a@ communication from the Secretary of War, 
in answer to a resolution of the House of July 


| 20, 1868, providing for tke sale of a portion of 


the Fort Gratiot military reservation, in the 
State of Michigan; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 
HYANNIS, MASSACHUSETTS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of War, 
in answer to a resolution of the House of De- 
cember 11, 1869, transmitting a report of the 


| chief of engineers upon the condition of the 


| breakwater at Hyannis, Massachusetts ; 


which 


| was referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
|| tions, and ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY PENSIONS. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 


'| a communication from the Secretary of War, 


transmitting to the House an extract from the 


| report of the Adjatant General of the Army 


for the year 1868, recommending the adoption 
of a system of military pensions, and submit- 
ting a draft of a proposed law upon the sub- 
ject; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
HOUSATONIC RIVER, CONNECTICUT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of War, 
in answer to a resolution of the House of 
December 13, 1869, transmitting a report of 
the chief of engineers upon the survey of the 


| Housatonic river, below Derby, in Connecti- 


cut; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN MISSOURI. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 

a communication from the Secretary of State 


| for the State of Missouri, inclosing a joint 


resolution of the Legislature of Missouri, in 
reference to public buildings for the accom- 
modation of the post office and United States 
district court; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed. 

OATHS OF OFFICIALS IN TEXAS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
& communication from the Secretary of War, 
ion from certain citisens of 
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Texas, forwarded by the commander of the | 


fifth military district, for the enactment of a 


law requiring all persons elected to office in | 
t 


that State to take the oath prescribed by article 
twelve of the State Constitution; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

TUCKER V8. BOOKER, VIRGINIA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
additional papers in the contested-election case 
of George Tucker vs. George W. Booker, from 
the State of Virginia; which were referred to 
the Committee of Elections. 

CONTESTED ELECTION——HINDS V8. SHERROD 

The SPEAKER dso laid before the House 
papers in the contested-election case of Jerome 
J. Hinds vs. William @. Sherrod, from the sixth 
congressional district of Alabama; which were 
referred to the Committee of Elections, 

NINTILC CENSUS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House | 


a report of the Committee on the Ninth Census ; 
which, on motion of Mr. GarrigeLp, of Ohio, 


was laid ou the table, and ordered to be printed. | 


NAVY-YARD AT LEAGUE ISLAND. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
now begun, and the House, asthe regular order, 
resumes the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
No. 480) for the transfer of the Philadelphia 
navy-yard to League Island. 

Mr. DAWES addressed the House. 
Appendix. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, in most of 
the remarks of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Dawes] I heartily concur ; and if I 
believed this bill was to be followed by an 
application for an appropriation of $800,000 I 
would unite in voting with him to lay it upon 
the table. But the bill involves and implies 
no necessity for such an appropriation or any 
considerable immediate appropriation. 
au sum asit was proposed to appropriate to the 
old yard last year, and which on my motion— 
the gentleman speaks of the eagerness of the 
Representatives of Philadelphia for appropria- 
tions of this kind—was, | repeat, on my motion 
reduced fifly per cent., would be all that would 
be required to enable the Navy Department to 
practice great economy in general adminis- 


[See 


tration, while laying the foundation of a naval | 


station quite equal to that at Chatham, upon 
which England has expended more millions of 
pounds sterling than we would require millions 
of dollars to complete this from year to year 
through a long future. 

The gentleman doubtless meant to give the 
House a fair statement of all the facts touching 
League Island. 
tory, but failed to give us its later story. When 
he read from an official report I asked for its 
date and received no answer, but in the imme- 
diate context he spoke of what magical effects 
might have occurred within the last three years, 
implying, quite unwittingly I am sure, for he 
did not mean to be uncandid, that the report 
from which he read was not older than three 
years. I know its age and secret history. It 
was-made in 1862. It was made by a board 
of able and honorable men, who subsequently 
discovered that by adopting a preliminary res- 
olution submitting all questions of survey tothe 
engineer assigned to their service they had put 
it into the power of a man not faithful to the 


Government and its interests to lead them to | 


make a report abounding in misstatements of 
fact, and, consequently, unjust inferences. The 
Government, becoming convinced of this fact, 
and that the engineer, nding himself in exclu- 
sive power, had refused to bore the island, and 
had bored the alluvial accretions only, and had 
based his report on the results thus obtained, 
ordered further investigations to be made, not 
only by naval officers, not only by naval en- 
gineers, but by oneof the ablest civil engineers 
connected with the Coast Survey, who was 
directed to bore the island at many points and 


Such | 


He began with its early his- | 








send the results of his borings, incased in bot- 
tles, to the Navy Department. This was done ; 
and gentlemen can call at the Department 


| and scrutinize the soil of League Island. When 


the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasu- 


| puURN] addressed the House the other day he 


ignored the results disclosed by forty-two bor- 
ings of this island, and quoted the report of 
the engineer who had proved false to the duty 
confided to him. I have the accepted report 
here; and recurring to what the gentleman 


| from Wisconsin said and to what the then elo- 








quent Representative of New London said 
about this island, that it was a mass of ooze 
which would flow away if not fastened in by a 
sea-wall, | turn to the report of George David- 
son, assistant, United States Coast Survey, 
made to the Government on March 22, 1864. 
He says: 

“In accordance with your instructions, received 
February 20,1 immediately made preparations for 
the required borings on League Island. 

‘lo avoid error as much as practicable they have 
been made through cast-iron tubing of eight inches 
internal diameter; andthat this report may be prop- 


| erly illustrated, I herewith forward a box contain- 


ing forty-two specimens of the different borings at 
various depihs, and a map showing the positions of 
these and previous borings. [I was upon the island 


| nearly every working day, and in most instances 


removed the specimens from the auger myself or 
received them from the pump. é 

“While the regular borings were in progress I 
instituted other examinations upon the island, 
such as forcing a steel-pointed iron rod through the 
alluvial deposit; digging through the upper clayey 
stratum of surface soil to the fine sand stratum; 
examining the stone embankment to detect any point 
of settling ; measuring the oak and maple trees, and 
ascertaining their ages by cutting; studying the sys- 
tem of drainage, and examining the gravel hills 
on the north of the island.”’ 

Now, after the examinations what. were 
the conclusions at which he arrived and the 
convictions to which Congress was led? They 
were as follows: 

**The borings and examinations which I have this 
day finished and have herein described establish the 
following conclusions: | 

**], That the surface soil averages about three and 
a half feet in thickness over the wholeisland; that it 
is a stiff, yellowish, clayey material, easily cut whén 
wet, and very hard when dry. , : 

“2. That beneath thissurface soil there is astratum 
of very fine sand, laminated in places with dark 
clayey matter. Where this lamination exists there 
isan average of twelvo layers of each to the inch, 
This fine sand stratum reaches an average depth of 
about twenty-five or twenty-six feet over two thirds 
of the embanked part of the island. At the extreme 
eastern and narrow end of theisland itis about forty- 
five feet in thickness. This stratum is not water- 
bearing, although water is formed near the surface 
under the clayey soil. It is damp and compact. 

“3. That beneath the fine sand stratum lies the 
coarse sand, gravel, and boulder stratum, which was 
passed through at No, 2 to thecoarse sand stratum.”’ 

I specially invite the attention of gentlemen 
to the last conclusion. I regret that the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasusurn] is 
not present to hear the final conclusion of this 
report, made subsequently to that to which he 
invited our attention: 

“4, That with such material it is not necessary to 
use any piling for such machine-shops and machin- 
ery as abound in Philadelphia, nor for machine-shops 
or buildings of the heaviest description; that proper 
foundations may be laid on an average about six feet 
below the surface of the fine sand stratum; that for 
the heaviest _trip-hammers, for the heaviest trains 
of rolls, and for launching-ways it may be necessary 
to drive piling to the stratum of sand, gravel, and 
boulders. This opinion, in my mind, amounts to 
conviction.” 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
expired, and the bill goes over till to-morrow. 
The gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Paine] 
has the floor on the bill with reference to the 
apporuuonment of representation. 


APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATION. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
(H. R. No. 593) to apportion the represent- 
ation of the several States in the House of 
Representatives for the Forty-Second Congress 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PAINE. Mr. Speaker, I have expended 
much time and labor on the attempt to arrive 
at the most accurate estimate of the repre- 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 





| sentation to which the several States will be 
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entitled under the next census which the e 

cumstances of the case render practicable "t 
have framed two estimates with great care : 
one upon the theory that the next ae shal} 
consist of three hundred members, and the othe 
upon a basis of two hundred and seventy-fiy, 
members. And I am about to state to th, 
House not only the conclusions which I hay. 
reached, but also the mode by which I arrive, 
at those conclusions, so as to enable the House 
to judge as to the correctness of the estimate; 
I have formed; and I will say that I have fo). 
lowed wherever those figures have led me unti] 
I reached the final summing up and ascertained 
what the result would be. 

The result deduced from these figures, | jj) 
also say, has astonished me in some respects, 
as I doubt not it will astonish many member: 
of the House. I found, for example—to tale 
a single case, that of Massachusetts—that thers 
is a good explanation for the members of this 
House and for the people of this country of th. 
fact that Massachusetts has upon this floor g 
representation apparently so great in propor 
tion to the vote which she casts. And I have 
found that the same explanation which is good 
in the case of Massachusetts is also good in the 
case of many other States which are repre. 
sented here in excess of the number of Repre. 
sentatives to which they would seem to be enti. 
tled if we were to look only to the vote they 
cast. I have found that a single vote cast by 
a Representative on this floor does not in every 
district represent the same number of people, 
I have found that the disparity is much greater 
than I had supposed it to be. 

This is the mode I have adopted to arrive a! 
the figures which I am about to give: we have 
had no census taken since 1860; of course 
any attempt to estimate the number of Repre- 
sentatives to which Massachusetts or any other 


| State would be entitled upon a recent actual 


enumeration of the people would be out of th: 
question. Dut it happened that a census of 
the people of the United States was taken and 
a presidential election was held in the year 
1860. I have therefore looked, in the first 
place, at the popular vote in 1860 and at the 
population of the United States in the same 
year, and from a comparison of the two have 
derived a rule which I have applied to the 
popular vote at the presidential election of 
1868. 

I have before me a table which enables me 
to give the House the exact number of people 
represented by each vote in each State in the 
Union. That number is obtained by a con- 
parison of the number of people in the several 
States according to the last census with the 
number of votes cast for President of the United 
States at the presidential election of 1860. Let 
me give a few specimens of the results s0 
obtained. It appears from that comparison, 
for example, that in the State of Connecticut 
one vote represents a population of 5,4); 10 
the State of Illinois one vote represents a popu 
lation of 5,% ; in the State of Indiana one vote 
represents a population of 4,%8 ; in the State 
of Maine one vote represents a population o! 
64 3; in Michigan, 4,%5; in Minnesota, 4,5; 
in Ohio, 5335; in Wisconsin, 5,%%. But in the 
State of Massachusetts one vote stands for 8 

opulation of 7,37; and in the State of Rhode 

sland one vote represents a population 0! 
8,75. Now, I have assumed in the figures 
which I have made out that the same ratt0 
which existed in 1860 continues to exist 10 
1868. That will doubtless be true as a general 
proposition, but that rule will need correction 
in several of the States. For example, it will 
need correction in California, because in 1500 
the ratio of voters to people was much greater 
than it now is; it will need correction in the 
State of Oregon for the same reason ; it will need 
correction in the State of Arkansas for other 
reasons, which will at once suggest themselves 
to the minds of all who take into consideration 
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nt political condition of Arkansas ; in 
+> of Missouri it will need correction 
ver reas The reason there will 

he first place, that the freedmen do not 

od in the second place, that there is a 

reater or less of white persons who 
been distranchised for participation in the 

n, and who are nevertheless a part of 

is of representation. k’or similar rea 
or at least for one of those reasons, it 
i correction in the State of Maryland, 

te of Delaware, and in the State of 
icky. [have attempted to apply the cor 
1» to all of those States where they would 
yanilestly fall under the rule established 
com] irison of the census aud the presi 

| vote of 1860. 
order to estimate, for example, the num 

white persons disfranchised in the State 
¢ \Missourl for participation in the rebellion [ 

adopted the best plan which seemed to 
io be pr icticable, one which would not, 
ed, furnish absolutely reliable and perfect 
_ but one which will give a result sufii- 
ly accurate for the general result, if not 
the particular result in that State. Lapplied 
Representative sof that State for si pa- 
and independent estimates of the number 
persons disfranchised in that State for par- 
; ition in the rebellion, and having obtained 
ir estimates I took the average as my esti- 
ite of the disfranchisement in Missouri. 

In the ease of the State of Tennessee, instead 
of taking the presidential vote of 1868, at which 
time a large proportion of the whites who were 
lictranchised under the State laws did not vote, 
l took the last vote in the contest for Governor 
n that State, when all voted in 


ns. 


“But, ir, L will not stop to indicate precisely 


pite of the | 


| Virginia, ll; We 
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fraction over; Michigan, 8: 
Mississippi, 5; ouri, 10; 
Nevada, 1; New Hampshire, 3; New Jersey, 7: 
New York, 40; North Carolina, 10: Ohio, 22: 
Oregon, 1; Pennsylvania, 82; Rhode Island, 2; 


Minnesota, be 
Nebraska, Le 


af 
ALES 


South Carolina, | lennessee, 8; Texas, 6: 
Vermont, 3; Virginia, 12; West Virginia. 
and Wiscon im. é. 

if you fix the number of Kepresentatives 
at 275, then Alabama will be entitled to 6 


members ; Arkansas to 3 members: California 
to 4; Connecticut, 4; Delaware, 1; Florida, 1: 
Georgia, 7; Illinois, 17; Indiana, 13; Iowa, 8: 
Kansas, 2; Louisiana, 6; Maine, 5; Maryland, 
>; Massachusetts, 10; Michigan,7: Minnesota, 
33; Missi - | ouri, 9; Nebraska, 1; 
Nevada, |; New Hampshire, 3; New Jersey, 7; 
New York, 35; North Carolina, 9: 
Orevron 1; 


South C 


Sippel, ep? Mi 


Ohio, 20; 
Pennsylvania, 20; Rhode Island, 
trolina, 5: ‘Tenne see, 3: l'exas, Oy 
t Virginia, 3; Vermont, 3; 
Wisconsin, 7; and Kentucky, 9. 
Now, there has been no feature deve loped 
in this result which has 


more surprised me 
than the posil 


on which the State of Massa 


chusetis will hold on this floor. 1 took it fox 


| granted, when I looked at the vote of Massa- 


chusetts, in the last presidential election in 
1868 and compared it with the vote of other 
States, that the representation of the State of 
Massachusetts in this House was excessive. | 
found that the total vote of Massachusetts in the 
last presidential election was 195,482; whereas 


|| the vote of my own State was 193,567, and the 


the corrections which L have made in each | 


ease: it would consume too much time. I 
have applied what seemed to me to be reason- 
ble and necessary corrections to every single 
which did not fall plainly within the rule 
pwn by the census and the presidential vote 

of 1860, and I will now give to the House the 
its which I have obtained in that way. 
Vhile | would be far, indeed, from presuming 
to assure the House that I have in no single 
istance failed by a single Representative in 
le large States, [ do venture to predict that 
i the whole there will be found as the result 
the next census apportionment very slight 
variations from the estimates that I shall give. 
| will state before giving the figures to the 
House, whether you fix the number of mem- 
hers of the House at three hundred or at two 
hundred and seventy-five, no State will lose a 
ingle vote upon this floor if you adopt the 
amendment to this measure which has been 
suggested by the gentleman from Massachu- 
elts, [Mr. Hoar, ] upon which I propose very 
ion particularly to speak; and if you do not 
adopt his amendment only a single State will 








iose a member of this House, and that State | 


will have a fraction very much larger in pro 
portion to its basis of representation than any 
other State in the United States. 

The State which will lose if this amendment 
which is to be proposed by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts {Mr. Hoar] shall fail will be 
the State of Rhode Island. But no other State 
will lose a member, even though that amend- 
ment be not adopted and we fix 275 as the 
number of members of this House. But sup- 
pose we fix 300 as the number, then Iect that 
amendment fail; adopt either of these bills as 
they stand, embodying in a law ail the provis- 
isons in them, and no State will lose a single 
liepresentative on this floor, t 

if you fix the number of the members of this 
House at 800, according to these estimates 
which I have made, Alabama will be entitled 
to 9 members ; Arkansas to 3; California, 4; 
Connecticut, 5; Delaware, 1; Vlorida, 1; 
Georgia, 7; [llinois, 18; Indiana, 14; Iowa, 9; 
Kansas, 2; Kentucky, 10; Louisiana,’ ; Maine, 
6; Maryland, 5; Massachusetts, 11, with alarge 


i 


| vote of Michigan, another northwestern State, 


was 195,904, a little more than the vote of the 
Massachusetts. Yet of this House 
Massachusetts has ten members, the State of 
Michigan has but six members, and the State of 
Wisconsin has but six members. And before | 
made the investigation to which I have referred 
I was quite sure that, whatever might have been 
true in 1860, when the present apportionment 
was made, now it had becomea great hardship 
to the people of my State and to the peopk 
of other neighboring States to permit the State 
of Massachusetts to retain a representation on 
this floor apparently so excessive. 

But an examination of the return of the last 
census, compared with the votes given at the 
last pre idential election shows to me that it 
is not without reason that Massachusetts is 
allowed to have ten members in this House. 
It is because more people stand behind each 


State of 


| vote in Massachusetts than stand behind each 


vote in Wisconsin or Michigan. Now, every 
gentleman will at once see the reason of this. 
Kivery man knows upon reflection why in 
Massachusetts there is a larger proportion of 
women and children, of persons who do not 
vote, than in the northwestern States. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Will the 
gentleman allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. PAINE. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Isit 


not 


also because a large portion of the men of 


Massachusetts being engaged in commerce and 
the fisheries—pursuits which are most pro 


| ductive in the fall of the year, when our ele 


tions take place—are away from the State at 
that time, and are therefore not counted tn 
the vote of the State? 

Mr. PAINE. I have no doubt that 
additional cause of the diminution of the vote 
of the State of Massachusetts. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the gentleman also allow 
me to state one fact? 

Mr. PAINE. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. We have in our State alsoa 
very large extra percentage of women. 

Mr. WARD. So much so that 


an 


P 1 
some ot them 


| are shippe d off to Oregon. 


Mr. HOAR. 
vote by and by. 

Mr. PAINE. The women, children, and 
absentees account, I suppose, for the excess of 
population over voters in the State of Massa- 
chusetts. 

I have found that if we fix the numbe of 


But we propose to have them 


dol 


the members of this House at 300, instead of 
Massachusetts being shorn of any representa- 
tion in the next Congress, as I took it for 
granted she certainly would be, she will have 
an additional Representative and a fraction of 
population over nearly large enough to entitle 
her to stillanother Representative. And lam 
by no means sure that when the rejected frac 
tions shall have been examined after the close 
of the next census it will not be found that 
Massachusetts will be entitled to 12 instead ot 
10 or 11 Re presentalives in o00 
members. 

And I! was hardly less astonished when I 
learned the facts relating to the State of Maine. 
lL observe that the Representatives of that State 
are very sensitive lest they should lose some 
of their strength by the next apportionment. 
Dutif you fix the number of members at three 
hundred Maine will not lose a member; on the 
contrary, she will gain one and have a fraction 
over. If, on the other hand, you fix the num 
ber of Representatives at two hundred and 
seventy-five, Maine will still retain her present 
representation in this House. 

As I have said, if you fix the number at 
two hundred and seventy-five no single State 
will lose any of her present representation, 
except possibly the State of Rhode Island, in 
the event that the proposed amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] 
shall not prevail. 

If my figures are correct, and I have shown 
the House how [ have obtained them, there 
can be no objection to the pending measare on 
the score of a possible or probable loss of rep 
resentation toany State in this House, no mat- 
ter whether you fix the number of members at 
three hundred or two hundred and seventy-five. 
So tar as that question is concerned the House 
will be without embarrassment in deciding be 
tween these two numbers, and those who prefer 
the smaller number can, if they wiil, ask for 
an expression of the sentiment of the House 
on that proposition, assured that it can en 
counter no opposition on this floor from an 
apprehension that it will result in the reduction 
of the representation of any State. 

Mr. Speaker, the results at which I have 
arrived satisfy me that the population of the 
United States, as shown by the next census, 
will be somewhat less than the estimate made 
by the Superintendent of the Census of 1860. 
| leave out of view the States of Nevada, N« 
braska, and Oregon, neither of which ean be 
entitled to more than one Representative ; and I 
also leave out of view the population of the Ter 
ritories. lL believe it will be found as the result 
of the next census that the population of the 
United StAaLlLes, eEX¢ lus ive ol the s¢ State sand TI r 
ritories, will be in round numbers 36,600,000, 

The estimate of the Supe rintendent of the Cen 
sus was a little over 42,000,000, including the 
States I have named and including all the Ter 
ritories. I venture to record my prediction 
to-day that that estimate will prove to be ex 
cessive, and that the population as de termined 
by the next census of the United States will be 
ne arer 56,000,000 than 42,000,000, 

Mr. Speaker, there are before the Hou e 
several measures relating to the subject under 
consideration. ‘lhere is, in the first place, the 
hill which was introduced by yourself, (Mr. 
Jupp in the chair as Speaker pro lempore,) 
the bill of the gentleman from Lowa, [Mr. At 
Lison,] and the bill which I afterward pro- 
d. Itis due to the House that I should 
sav that as to most of the provisions of these 
bills they are substantially the same. They 
cover the same ground. ‘The measure which 
| propose contains two or three additional 
provisions, bat those I believe have been ac 
cepted by the other gentlemen who have bill ; 
before the House as proper provisions, which, 
I understand, they are willing to incorporate 
in their own bills. I therefore frankly state 
that, so far as the general result to be arrived 
at is concerned, it will make very little differ- 
ence whether one bill or the other shall be 


a House of 


po t 











adopted, provided these additional proposi- 
tions are ingraited upon it. Nevertheless, | 
have some preference for my own bill as a 
whole, for reasons which I will state; and | 
shall take the liberty of submitting itas a whole 
to the vote of the House, proposing it asa sub 
stitute for the pending measure. | omit from 
present consideration those provisions ef my 
own bill which are not found in the others, 
aud to which, | understand, no objection ts 
made by any gentleman who is in favor of the 
others. 

[ come to that section of the bill which pro- 
vides for the duty to be discharged by the Su 
perintendent of the Census. In section two 
of the bill submitted by the gentleman from 
JUinois | Mr depp] it ss provided that the 
Superintendent of the Census shall yrepare for 
submission to the Secretary of the louie, on 
or before the loth of August next, a report, 
embraciug statistics of the population of the 
United States, by States or Territories and 
ov parishes, suffierently full for the 
equalizalion of representation of the several 

tates in Congress, 

Qn the other hand, in my own bill [ precisely 
indicate what shall be coutained in that report. 
| provide that the Superintendent of the Census 
stall prepare and submit to the Secretary ot 
the Loterior a preliminary report of the results 


eounties 


ol such enumeration, showing, hivst, the whole | 


number of persons in each State, ‘| errilory, 
county, and parish of the United States, ex- 
cluding Indians not taxed; second, the num- 


ber of male citizens twenty-one years of age 


in each State, Territory, county, and parish ; 
aud third, the number of male ivhabitants of 
each State, Territory, county, and parish being 
twenty-one years of age and citizens of the 
Luited States to whom the right to vote at any 
election for the choice of electors for President 
wad Vice President of the United States, Rep- 
resenlatives in Congress, the executive and 
re of a State, or the members of 
ihe Legistutures thereof is denied or in any 
wiy abridged, except for participation in the 
rebellion or other crime, 
ti} precisely indicate the duties nmposed 
upon the Superintendent in the preparation of 
the prolimimary report, and for this reason: it 
is suid here upon this floor, and for the best 
reason in the world, that we ought not to del- 
he Superiatendent of the Census 
or tothe Secretary of the Interior the power to 
nike this apportionment. Gentlemen say that 
the Consliution imposes upon Congress the 
duty of making this apportionment, and they 
complain of this measure that we propose to 
transfer that duty to a single man. I admit 
the truth of the proposition, that the apportion- 
ment of representation is to be the work of 
Congress. | believe it to be our duty to do that 


; : 
judicial offies 


gute ¢ ILhnerreot 


work. 


the details so clear and unmistakable that no 


man can justly say that we put into the hands | 


of the Secretary of the Lnterior anything more 
than the duty of an officer to execute our law. 
l indicate precisely what the Superintendent 
1 the Consus shall include in bis preliminary 
J give him, and 1 think we ought to 
ive him, no diseretion to dex ide what shall 
id what shall not be saficientto enable the 
crelary of the Interior to ascertain how 
uy Ropresentatives each State will be en- 
tiod to under the new census. LT believe we 
ould indicate to him the precise steps he 
hould take in making that preliminary report, 
aud according ¥, instead of saying to bim that 
he shail furnish & report which shall be suffi- 
cient lo enable the Secretary of the Interior to 
ascertain whatthe number sball be, [expressly 


pore. 


require him to report to the Secretary of the | 


luterior, in the first place, the tables showin 
the whole number of persons in the United 
states, and in the second place, the whole num: 
ber of male Citizens twenty-one years of age 
ia Gach State, and then in the third place the 
whole number of male citigens in each of the 


| believe it talls within our province | 
uilogether, and L propose by my bill to make | 
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States to whom the rigkt to vote is denied or 


abridged for other reasons than participation | 


in the rebellion or other crime. 

J compel him to put into the hands of the 
Seeretary of the Interior the elements upon 
which the Secretary is to make a simple arith- 
metical calculation ; and by a further provision 


compel the Secretary of the Interior to make 
the requisite arithmetical computation. I leave 
in his hands no other duty, no other power 


except to take the tables furnished by the | 


Superintendent of the Census and from those 
tables ascertain the number of Representatives 
to which the several States shall be entitled 
under the nextcensus. I do not give him any 
element of power to apportion these Represent- 
atives. I require the Superintendent of the 
Census to furnish in tabular form the statistics 
supplied to him by the district superintendents, 
and bythe bill | provide that the Secretary of 
the Interior shall form these tables, by simple 
arithmetical computations, ascertain the num- 


States shall be entitled. 

By a further provision I require him on a 
certain day to send a statement of his pro- 
ceedings under this act not only to the Speaker 
of this House, but also to the Governors of 
the several States. There is a provision in a 
subsequent section for the States of Georgia, 
Texas, Mississippi, and Virginia. Those States 


_ have not yet been admitted to representation 


in Congress, but the bill proposes that their 
basis of representation shall be included in 
the aggregate basis of representation of the 
United States to make up the three hundred 
or the two hundred and seventy-five members, 
and that the Secretary of the luterior shall 


/ send his statement of the results of his com- 
| putations under this act to the Governors of 


those States, when they shall been respectively 
admitted. 

There is also a provision in this bill that if 
the fifteenth amendmeut shall have been ratified 
belore the time therein indicated there shall be 
no reduction of the basis of representation in 
the United States at large, or in any particular 


Stale, on account of any previous denial or | 
abridgement of rights secured by that amend- | 


ment. And | have made, I may say here, all 
my estimates upon the theory that the fifteenth 
amendment shall have been adopted before 
this bill shall take effect. 

There is one feature of this bill to which | 
would now like to call the attention of the 
House. It is provided that in case of rejected 


fractions, which of course will occur in every 


State, the Representatives that are not distrib 
uted upon the first division by the district basis 
ehall be given to those States which shall have 
the largest rejected iractions, one to each State, 
until the number shall become three hundred 
or two hundred and seventy-five, as the case 
may be. 
Hoar] proposes an amendment which | will 
now explain, and upon which I shall ask a vote 
of the House. He suggests that instead of 


giving these Representatives to the States hav- | 


ing the largest rejected fractions they shall be 


‘given to those States in which the rejected 


fractions shall be the largest in proportion to 


the basis of representation in those States | 


respectively. 

‘Take, forexample, the State of Rhode Is'and. 
Suppose that Khode bland should have a re- 
jected fraction of, say, sixty thousand people; 
suppose again that New York should have a 
rejected fraction of seventy thousand; then, 
aceording to the bill, New York would be 
entitled to precedence over Rhode Island in 


the distribution of these Representatives ; but 


under the proposition of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts a different rule would obtain. 
Suppose the rule of the bill should be enforced. 
Then if the State of New York, which I have 
supposed to bave a rejected fraction of seventy 


| thousand, shall have thirty-five Representatives 
‘there will be only two thousand additional 


| population. That is to say, the basis of re, 


| sentatives at three hundred members 
| of being one hundred and twenty-two 


| . 

| and twenty four thousand. 
| of Rhode Island shall have one Representay), 
of the bill, to be found in the next section, I |! i oS 


| shall bear the largest proportion to the ha: 
|| of representation in the State itself. Now, tho, 
ber of Representatives to which the several | 


My friend from Massachusetts [Mr. | 
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re. 


sentation if you put the whole number of p 


ke pre. 
’ Instes; 
. ; . . p thousand 
in the State of New York will be one huyd,, d 

But if the Sta, 


only, when she has a rejected fraction of «,,, 
thousand, then her district basis of represen. 
tion instead if being one hundred aud 


Hta- 


twenty. 


| twothousand will be one hundredand cighty,t,, 
- ) 


thousand. 
The gentleman says then, with very great choy 


| of reason, that itis more proper that New Yo, 


shall have a basis of one hundred and twenty 
two thousand for each Representative than that 


|| Rhode Island shall be compelled to hayo , 


basis of one hundred and eighty-two thous,,,; 
for a single Representative. He propose. 
therefore, to give these additional Repregoy,. 
atives to those States whose rejected fraction, 


3 


can be but a single objection to this, and th, 
objection is that these small States, which wi)) 


| get these additonal Representatives as the yp 


sult of this rule, have already excessive power 
in the other branch of the Legislature. 

I will leave it to members of the House jy 
consider the weight that should be given to 
that. I believe it will prevent some from voting 
for this proposition. It is certainly not with. 
out weight as an objection to the measure pro 
posed. But I will frankly say that but for that 
tact, that the small States now have excegsiye 
representation in the Senate of the United 
States, [ should be able to see no good reason 
for voting against the amendment which the 
gentleman is about to offer. 

By my own bill it is provided that if there 
shall beadditional Representatives imany State, 
as there will be in many of them, these addi 
tional Representatives shall be elected hy th 
States at large, unless the Legislatures shail 
otherwise provide. I for one am not tena: 
cious in regard to this provision of the bill. | 
am willing it should provide absolutely that 


‘the additional cng sore ne shall be chosen 


by the people at large, or that it shall be lefi 
to the several Legislatures in their discretion 
to decide whether the States shall be redis 
tricted so that the Representatives shall be 


! ‘ ' 
| chosen severally by the people. I should, how 


ever, be unwilling to strike out the entire p 
vision so as to compel the Legislatures to 


provide for redistricting their States. 


Now, sir, this provision will not work hard- 
ships in any political aspect of the case upon 
the people of the United States, for while in 
some States one party will gain by it, in others 


the other party will gain; and, on the whole, 
| if | were to attempt to strike a balance, so far 


as political advantage is concerned the at 
tempt would be a failure. 

But, sir, one feature of this bill is objected 
to as unconstitutional. Itis said that the clause 
which provides that no State shall lose in any 
event any of its representation upon this floor 
is in violation of that provision of the Consti 
tution of the United States which requires 


| Representatives to be apportioned according 
'to population. 


I will be frank about this, 
too, and will say to the House that when | 
prepared that clause of the bill I had fora 
moment lost sight of the bearing of that pro 
vision of the Constitution upon this legislation. 
1 am not sure that the objection on this grown’ 
is absolutely well founded, but I can certainly 
see enough in this point for the foundation 0! 
a plausible argument against the bill. 
Mr. Speaker, I do not come from a section 
of the country that can by any possibility have 
any positive interest in this feature of the bill, 
and | am surprised to find that the objection 
to it comes from those who are to be benefited, 
if any are to be benefited by this provision o! 
the bill, If they find that they are unable to 
vote for this bill because it contains this fea 
ture, if they avail themselves of this provitr 
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te as the basis of a constitutional argument 
oan this bill, lL avow to them m willing: 
“. trike out the provision slsegathee, I 
» 0 vat L shall thus be able to obtain their 


measure. And as a practical 


ve discovered in my investiga- 


a of this subject that itcan have no possible 
roe : sortance except on the supposition that you 
idea. } lown the number ot Representatives Lo two 
Reis land seventy-five. It me House should 

te + ihe amendme aa of my friend from Mas 

ae (Mr. Hoar, | in that ease it may 
eee 8 e State and it can affect only one Mate, 
ae \ on the other hand, you ix the number 
ee dred, then no State « nh be aff ted 
han hy ine laud ng or ex luding this provision 

h fg [ therefore again avow my willing: 
ia ave this provision stricken out of the 

Ls 1) the motion of those who are opposed to it. 
ee | 1ot stop ) speak ut any great length 
Pact; ob ctions which have been urged to this 

plan of carrying oul the next census 
w.t ily by a reapportionment for the Forty- 


But Lwish to make one ot 
arks iu reply to the objections that have 
1 urged upon these grounds. We have been 
rain aud again, that the Constitution of 


| Congress. 


' United States absolutely provides that the 
a vals between the taking of the census and 
use | 

te tionment of representation shall be ex- 
iven ! eo as 
~ ten years. Now, Mr. Speaker, it is very 
t with that the Constitution of the United 
ire | States does provide that an enumeration shall 


un wit! hin every period of ten years, and, 


Censic matter of course, that an apportionment 
United all { ythe enumeration so made. ‘The 
al tution does not, indeed, in terms provide 
bal it an apportionment shall be made within 
i: eriod often year: but the language ofthe 
th Constitution is unmists kab le. It imports that 
r Stat \pportionment shall follow with all reason- 
add eed an enumeration of the inhabitants 
+] United States, and the Constitution doe: 
hat an ouumer ition shail be taken 
, \ 1 every period of ten years. but why do 
a leman sa) a the Constitution requires 
oy ihat the interval shall be exactly ten years? 
ita e is no such provision in the Constitution. 
ihere is no warrant in the ¢ ‘onatitutionfes any 
re claration. 

{i has been said here that the language of 
all Constitution clearly shows that it was the 
hi tof its framers to provide that the int il 
) iid beexactly ten years in order to enable the 
oes ple of the United States to obtain accurate 

ics of their affairs as well as an accurate 
hard cuumeration of the people: and that because 
that period of t 0 years is absolutely essential 
vile i to accurate statis , for scientific or other use¢ 
othe therefore the © otatieen required that the 
shia enumeration should be taken at intervals ¢ 
y clly ten years. Why, sir, there is no clat 
~~ the Constitution which requires expres iy-0 or 
the remotest implication that any statistics 
sete all be taken for any other purpose than an 
lat ehumeration of the inhabitants. ‘lhe Consti- 
n any lullon provides for an enumeration for one 
flo purpose only, and that is for an apportionment 
ia ‘representation. ‘There is no allusion in the 
ui Constitution Lo aby other object of an enumera 
‘ lion. 
4] 1 symy thize as heartily as any man on this 
Lilin, . 
en | Hoor cau Wi ith the othe: objeets which we have 
ior a ; WHO W. (20 taking the e nsus of the United 
nro obates, i desire as earnestly as any othe 
iti } ; ran raoes to see the statistical results of 
oa M18 next censi _ of every census of the 
deal nited States, because | underst tand what great 
terial, m ral, ond politic al benefits will r¢ 
it to the peop le of the U nited States from 
ats ese statistics uf aceur itely taken. I unde: 
4 ‘taud, too, what great benefits will result to 
bil He Cause ol 8¢ nee, not only in thi country 
san in the whole world, from the aecurate tak 
ited ‘og of these statistics. Hence I am as anxious 
aot is any man can be that they should be accu- 
le to rately taken, But when you undertake to argue 
fea “om the importance of these statistics ,ma 
nviG entific or economical aspect, that it is a 








i 
| 


constitutional requirement that they should be 
taken at intervals of ten years, why, sir, you are 
standing without any foundation beneath your 


feet. ‘There is no such reason as this for 
urging it to be a violation of the Constitution 
even to takean enumeration betore the expira- 


tion of ten years from the ‘dala of the prec ding 





e meration, 
t that Is no VNAaAL Wwe propo e. We do 
not propose to pul this enumeration out of 


its ordinary place. Lo Lake | 


t ju 





be eu b 


as it ha aken, at the end of 
ten years. And so we shallin nowise impair 
the value of these statistics for scientific and 
other purposes. | ney will be taken after the 
lapse of a full period of ten years from th 
preceding enumeration 

‘Lhen why obj ct to iton this ground? There 
is no such valid objection to the measure now 
pending before the House. But objection is 
made to making apportionment 1 It i 


by gentlemen that the apporti 
should be deferred until after th 
tion has actual! 


himnent 
ecnumera- 


ybeen made. Why? Ona 


. ny 
constitutional ground? No, air, unl you 
put it on the ground that it } e duty of Con 
gress itself to make the appt rtionment, and 
that it cannot transfer that duty to the Seer 
tary of the Interior. 

1 have shown that there is nothin 1 tha 
objection. 1 have shown already that what we 


propose by the bill which I have introduced | 


to make this apportionment ourselves, and 
then to require the Superintendent ot the Cen 
sus and the Secretary of the Interior, merely 
as our clerks, to add up the hgures an l to pre- 
pare and submit a statement of the result of 
those figures. Oh! but they say, it has been 


hitherto the prac ice ot Congress to make the 


after the enumeralti 


ares yrtionment nba 
been made 

Well, sir, suppose that such has hitherto been 
the practice, what has that to do with the Con 


If there shall be now a good reason 
pling a newand different pra 


stitution? 
for ad 


ground for opposing this bill shall be found in 
the past practi of this G ernment? Why 
sir, there was a good reason for the past pr: 

tice of the Government, but that reason ha 


passed away now. It was impossible in 1790 
it was impossible in 1800, it was impossible in 
1810; it never has been possible tll perha 

1850 to make this apporti¢ nment as we pro- 


We 


rea 


} 
1O make it nt 


It nevei has be re been 
ible, for thi: 


until the adopt 


OD: 


the telegraph system and the railroad system 
of th Unit d Stat has n ver been po i 
le to take the census and communicate tl 

result of it in time to enable the Secretary of 
the Interior or the Superintendent of the ¢ } 
sus to perform the labors that we propose to 
impose upon him in time for an election of the 
next Conegre ‘That iust the reason why 


tnat 


1 ; 
it never ba ) n done, nd 


reason why it never has been ci 


a sheer physical impossibility, and it would | 
an imp¢ ibility to-d Di for the tele pn 
and railroad. 

But the telegraph and railroad s) ry { 
United Stat do now enable the othce t i 
whom we impose this work to perform thet 
labors and to state the rv ult i tin for an 
ri yn Of menu rs of the bo i ( i 

t'} m Vv } ) ! » 1 b sid 
the Con ition if not the Constitution 
then the usage of the Government, and if not 
the v f the Government then somethin 
t has ¢€ al ine ,rul that ev y apy 
tionment shall apply to ive Congre ial 
by making a new apportionineat now llow 
the present apporhonment to be applied to 
only four Congresses I answer that by a 
downright denial that any such rule is to be 
found an ner 1 either the ¢ iution of 


tk 


the U - ited States or in any pract lat can 
ras y bind us in our ee here, 
We have so far ap plied each apporhonme 


th five (' ongre uses fort the reason that, owing t to 


ce 
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the condition of our country and the circum- 
stances of the case, we were unable to make 
an apportionment which should apply to the 
very next Congress after the taking of the 
enumeration. Now this reason has disap- 
peared. ‘I'he time has come when we can carry 
aes: effect the enumeration of the next census 
or the Forty-Second Congress; and being able 
a do it, Mr. Speaker, I see no good reason 
for refusing to do it. ‘The Constitution of the 
United States give s to ¢he P eople of all the 
States the right to be represented according to 
their population. That is a right which the 
are entitled to enjoy just as soon as it can b 
practically accorded to them. ‘The time has 
when we can accord it to the peo; | 
the United States for the Forty-Second Con 
No man on this floor can be just to hi 
coustituents if seeing it a practicable measure 
he fail to support it. 
HOAR. Mr. Speaker, I 
few sentences to restate the a 
this eenereee, which, with great ee 
to the gentl 1 from Illinois [ Mr. Jt on and 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, | Mr. AINE, | 
does not seem to me to have been aatistacto: ly 
wered., 
r the 


an atten 
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i’ ¢ in the history of the coun 

the State 
last app 
ae 

ual and ex 

is that the Con 


first time 
try ipt is made to depriv 
of their representation under the 
tionment two years of theu 
‘ted The argument 
ition requires an apportionment according 
to numbers, and that as it is 
in St ained large 


lor 


pe Lime 


notoriou 


y in 





‘ laés 
certa ates have ¢ relatiy 





population since the last apportionment it 

ir constitutional! duty to remedy this inequal 
Ly ab Once 

bis argument, if adopted by this Hous 

vould indeed require an apportionment be- 
fore the next Congress, and it would also re 
quirea ne weppevtibuie and census for every 
Congre » long as the country continues to 
grow. No man who is convinced by the arg 
ments of the gentleman from illinois or the 
gentleman from Wisconsin can on his oath 
bound by the authority of the Constitution as 
he understands it, refuse to make an appot 
tionment for every Congress ; because go rapid 


is the growth of our population that the fact ha 
been and will hereafter be that in 


{ changes of nut 
* 


notori 


rm of two years 


‘ 


heient to disturb th 


alive eg i ty ve 


tween the px 


Gentlemen have given us statisti how 
the inequaities of the existing distribution of 
representation. Some of them have distorted 
and inflated their result by making the com 
pal of vy who do not determine rep 
re enta and not Of poy ulation, who d 
although th lder States contain a much larger 
pro} mn of non-voting population than the 

But i conceded that however the ¢ 
| Ov I de con l¢ rable ined IALLLIES € ist 
io remedy these inequalit they propose to 
resort to a method of appo nment incon 
venient and mischievous in its immediate re 
sults and a dangerous precedent for future 
imitation: the y propose to de legate LO & min 
isternal officer a power essentially discretionary 

nd legislative. — 

Noapswer ha been made, and none can be, 
to the proposition | have stated. No man 
will deny that the power lo apportion repre 
entation among the States of this Union 1 
the m portant political power that can I 
exercised under this Government. No State 
will willingly submit to be deprived of wha 
she deems her just share of pows n tl 
House exe pt by the determination of the 
highest constitutional author 

N¢ ir, it is true, as has | that 
tt House can so frame a law to ma t 
luty of the Secretary of the |: yr ipl 
clerical duty of adding up or lividing numbers, 
and to perfect an apportionment uuder which 
he shall not he hound to exer the legis i 
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tive or the judicial duty of determining various | disqualify and remove from the basis of repre- | 
questions of law and of fact. Why, sir, sup- | sentation a very large number of persons, and | 
pose it is claimed thatin the city of New York | I doubt not the number is as he puts it; that is, | 
or Cincinnati or Boston great frauds have been | fifty-two varieties; but when he says that the | 
perpetrated for the purpose of increasing the | wou i 
political power of the city in question and the | to do after the enumeration is made with set- 
State to which it belongs. It is notorious that || tling these questions he makes a great mis- | 
in some portions of this country the result of | take. | 
State and national elections has been changed Mr. HOAR. I do not yield to the gentle- 
by the fraudulent counting of votes by the | man for the purpose of making an argument. 
oflicers charged with that duty. Supposesuch || Mr. PAIN. I donot propose to make any 
a fraud committed in regard to the resultof the | argument, but merely a correction of the gen- 
census which is to determine the power of the || tleman’s statement. ‘The bill itself provides 
State where it is perpetrated, not only in this || that the information on this point must be 
louse, but in the election of President, until | given to the enumerators, must be taken by 
the next census is completed. | the enumerators and sent by them to the su- 
Now, sir, such a proceeding may affect the | perintendents. ‘The Secretary of the Interior, 
representation of half a dozen States, because | therefore, has nothing to do with deciding in 
the increased enumeration which gives an ad- | reference to the number removed from the 
ditional Representative to Boston takes away |, basisof representation by the fourteenth amend- 
that Representative, perhaps, from California | ment. 
or Nevada, Itnot only transfers a Representa- || Mr. HOAR. Now, Mr. Speaker, it appears 
tive from some other State where it occurs, || impossible to anticipate beforehand, before 
hut it afleets the ratio of representation itself, || they come out, the thousand questions of legal 
and when rectified requires a rearrangement || or judicial exposition which would demand an 
of the entire representation of the country. | answer if the plan here proposed were carried 
Yet that question of fraud alone, with all the || out. For example, in my own State of Mas- 
questions of law and fact which require in- |, sachusetts—and I am not sorry the gentleman 
vestigation and determination for its deeision, | from Wisconsin interrupted me, as he has 
we are told requires nothing more thanacleri- | given me an opportunity of illustrating this 
cal duty of the Secretary of the Interior, re- || matter—in Massachusetts we disqualify pau- 
quiring him to do nothing more than to add up | pers, persons under guardianship, persons who 
columns of figures and to state the result. have not resided in the town six months or in 
Mr, Speaker, a laborious committee of this || the State one year, persons who have not paid 
Hlouse spends a great part of its working hours | their taxes, and persons who cannot write their 
during the session in dealing with such ques- | names and read the Constitution in the Kng- 
tions when they affect only the rights of indi- | lish language. Now, our reports of judicial 
vidual members to their seats, and the Con- |, decisions are full of most diflicult and doubtful 
stitution expressly prohibits the delegation by | questions which have arisen in the exposition 
either House of the determination of such ques- |, of those various disfranchisemenis. And it is 
tions to any authority butits own. And yet we |, so with all the other States. A knowledge of 
are asked to turn over questions of precisely | the law of the different States as expounded 
the same character to a single officer when they || by their local courts will be absolutely neces- 
alfect not only the seat of a single member, | sary in the persen who is to deal with those 
bul the entire representative apportionment of | questions and judge whether certain classes 
the country itself. ‘This is not a matter which | of persons are or are not entitled to the fran- 
can be corrected by the House under its power |, chise. 
to judge of the returns of its own members. Why, you might as well give to the Secretary 
if in the case | have put New York or Boston | of the Interior plain directions for making a 
should by fraud return an excess of numbers | judiciary act to cover in anticipation all the 
enough to increase their representation, as I || cases whieh may arise in which there shall be 
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Secretary of the Interior would have anything || correct me—been no instance in which 


| 











January 
nuary 18, 

ir 
now in creating inequalities Congress ha 
never anticipated the regular time for makin, 
the decennial apportionment ; and there con 


I believe—if I am wrong some gentleman will 


& Ses. 


sion of Congress has not been held after 4)... 


return of the census and before the apportio 
ment took place ; so that Congress has een, 
from the first, adhered to the principle a 
making each apportionment last ten years and 
of retaining all these questions under its own 
eontrol and subject to its authority, 

I say, therefore, Mr. Speaker, and I chal 
lenge contradiction to the statement, that this}. 
not a mere clerical or ministerial duty of add 
ing up or dividing numbers; but it is a lew) 
constitutional, discretionary power, requirin, 
the profoundest learning, the most carefy| 
industry, and the highest responsibility in the 
persons to whom it shall be intrusted, and whic) 
this louse cannot, without being false to all tho 
requisites of a sound statesmanship, intrust to 
a parcel of enumerators, authorizing them to 
pass upon these grave questions of law, 

It is said that the new States will in the nex; 
Congress suffer somewhat from inequalities of 
representation. As has been so candidly showy 
by the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. Paine | 
this alleged inequality has been greatly over. 
rated by reason of taking voters and not popu- 
lation as the basis of the estimates. And 
further, ever yone of these new States when 
they first came into the Union had an advan- 
tage in thesame regard foratime. Every new 
State almost that has been admitted was ad 
mitted before its numbers entitled it to a Rep 
resentative, and was admitted at once to an 
equality with the most largely populated State 
of the Union in the other branch of Congre 

Now, sir, if you put through this bill in face 
of these objections you have got to do one of 
two things, which will be objections to the bil! 
of a more practical character. You have got 
to go back to the old, exploded, obsolete 
system of representation at large, which thé 
experience of this country has discarded ; cr 
you have got to crowd the redistricting of the 
various States into a period of a few months, 
which will be a time of great political excite 
ment, as the elections will be just coming on 

‘There is another matter which seems to have 


have already said, the whole representative | a doubt as give the Secretary of the Interior been overlooked by my friends who advocate this 


clection and districting, not merely of New || plain directions to make an apportionment of 
York and Massachusetts, but of the whole | political power under this bill, and thereby 
nation, will be a nullity. aaa over to him in advance the decision of 
It is not, however, the possibility of fraud || these complex questions of constitutional and 
which may present these great questions for |) local law. 
determination, but error in the count, acci- || Mr. PAINK. I am sorry to interrupt the 
dent preventing seasouable return may have || gentleman again; but | see | have not made 
the same effect. | myself understood. What I meant to say was | 
Murther than that, Mr. Speaker, the ques- || this, that the census bill which has passed this 
tions to be determined under the fourteenth || House puts all these inquiries into the hands 
amendment of the Constitution, questions both || of the enumerators. ‘That was what I stated, 
of law and fact, are of the gravest character, || and I reassert it. 
and these questions are to be determined be- || Mr. .HOAR. ‘That is the very objection, 
fore this apportionment can be completed. || that there is put into the hands of the enumer- 
That amendment provides, wherever any por- || ators, employed at the rate of four dollars a 
tion of the male population is denied the mght || day, the duty of deciding questions which re- 
to vole, except for rebellion or other crime, that || quire the profoundest legal and constitutional 
the proportion which such portion so disqual- || learning, and having decided these questions, 
ified bears to the whole voting population of, | of fixing the political rights of the different 
the State is to be deducted from the repre- || States of this Union, without an appeal to this 
entative population. Under that provision || House, in conformity with their decisions. 
of the fourteenth amendment there are fifty- || That is the objection. 
two varieties of disqualification, reducible, how- Mr. PAINK. ‘lo the census bill? 
ever, to nine classes, existing in the constitu- || Mr. HOAR. It is an objection to this bill. 
tion of the various States inthis Union. These Under the census bill the enumerators return 
| 


varieties of disqualification are to be passed || facts without the questions which come up. 
upon by the Seeretary of the Interior, are to || If anybody claims there is a fraud he can 
be passed upon by the apportioning power, || come here to the House at its next session and 
vefore it can justly determine the proportion || have it rectified. If anybody claims there is a 
of represeptation between the different States. |) mistake he can come here and have it put 

Mr. PAINE. Will the genileman yield to || right. 
me for a remark? | the whole matter is kept under the control of 

Mr. HOAR, Certainly. | the House. 

Mr. PAINE, What the gentleman says is | But, Mr. Speaker, it is said that under pre- 
not absolutely correct, and he will pardon me || vious censuses Congress has done what we are 
if 1 correct him in one branch of his statement. || now asked todo. Although this growth of 
Jt is true that the fourteenth amendment does | the country had the same effect heretofore as 


bill. ‘There is a pretty grave question immi 
nent upon this country, whether the fifteenth 
amendwent is to be considered as constitu 
tionally adopted. ‘That question also is to be 
determined by the officer to whom you delegate 
this power of apportionment. Secretary Cox, 
or whoever else may hold the office—and no 
better man could be found in this Union to 
whom to intrust such a duty than the present 
Secretary of the Interior—is to determine upon 
his judgment whether the fifteenth amendment 
is or is not a part and parcel of the Constitu 
tion of the United States. And if he should 
happen to differ with this House and with the 
country in his opinion on that subject rather a 
remarkable scene of confusion would occu 
when a House of Representatives assemble: 
here whom no man or no considerable body o! 
men believed for a moment had been con 
stitutionally apportioned or elected. 
Now, sir, there is another thing which | 
deem an important point, and it is the last | 
shall make. Ifyou leave this matter as it stands 
now Congress will be able to determine the 
number of the House and the ratio of appor- 
tionment by the aid of the information and 
knowledge which the census itself will disclose. 
It may be that half a dozen States will presen! 
themselves here with fractions so large «s 
almost to entitle them to an additional Kepre 


Leave the law as it stands now and || sentative, and everybody will agree that by ® 


slight change of the Federal number, by ® 
slight change in the number of this House, those 
five or six Representatives might be admitted 
if justice demanded that it should be done. 
You will know when you determine the grave 
question of what number this House shall con- 
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«jst and how they shall be apportioned all the 
facts which the census can afford you, and for 
that reason, as a matter of sound public policy, 
‘3 wise to defer the apportionment until the 
nsus shall be taken. 


it 
ce 
the attention of the House for a few minutes 
to one or two points connected with this bill. 
| may be excused, perhaps, for having an inter- 
est tor my State in delaying the new apportion- 
ment since gentlemen who represent the larger 
and more growing West are urging an imme- 
diate and new apportionment. ‘This interest 

ows out of my locality. The State which I 
represent here in part will certainly have no 
increase of representation under the next ap- 
nortionment. In my judgment, if a House of 
two hundred and seventy-five members should 
he determined on it wouldlose one Represent- 


T 


| ular number of Representatives that shall be 


Mr. WILLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to call || 


ative, as would some other New England States, | 


while it might hold its representation if a 


House of three hundred members were agreed | 


upon. 
“But it seems to me, sir, that it is possible that 


1is question of the immediate interest of any 
State in an apportionment is one that we may | 
properly put aside for a moment in consider- | 


ing whether it is right under the Constitution 
and under the practice of the Government to 


make a new apportionment now. If we could | 


divest ourselves for a moment from the feeling 
that perhaps we all have on this question one 
way or the other, and look at this as a naked, 
independent proposition to commit the appor- 
tionment of the members of this House to the 


Secretary of the Interior, in my judgment such | 


a proposition would receive but very little sup- 
ort in the mind of any gentleman present. 


(he number of the members of this House and |} 


the apportionment of that number among the 
several States of the Union is certainly one of 
the most important matters which this House 
can consider, and if there is any question which 
this House is called upon in self-respect and to 


maintain its own dignity, to keep in its own | 


hands, it is that question of how many mem- 
bers this House shall consist, and to what 
States those members shall be apportioned. 
Yesterday, in making some inquiries of the 
gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. McCrary,] who 
was addressing the House in support of this 
measure, | took occasion to call his attention 
to the particular phraseology of the Constitu- 
tion, and I think that his answer at that time 
did not meet fully the point which I desired to 
present to the House; that is, that the appor- 
tionment among the several States of the Rep- 
resentatives in this House shall be made by 
Congress itself, and not by a secretary or clerk. 

[ know it may be said that this Congress 
may delegate that authority, may delegate that 
work to anybody; that is, may authorize the 
Clerk of the House, if it is willing to trust 
him with the work, to make the apportion- 
ment. But it seems to me that when they do 
that ae 


contemp 


several States. If the making the apportion- 
ment is a legislative act it certainly cannot be 
delegated to any one outside of Congress; it 
cannot be delegated to the President of the 
United States; it cannot be delegated to the 
Secretary of any one of the Departments of 
the Government; it cannot be delegated to 
any individual. And taking into account the 
phraseology of the Constitution, is it not a 
very violent interpretation of it to say that the 
Congress can rightfully delegate that work to 
any officer of the Government? 

And there are, besides all this, very grave 
objections growing out of the propriety and 
expediency and policy of delegating this work 
to any body other than Congress. Many of 
these objections, perhaps the most of them, 
have been very forcibly stated by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts who has just ad- 
dressed the House, [Mr. Hoar.] Grave ques- 
tions, aside from the question of the partic: 





do not do what the Constitution | 
ates shall be done in making the ap- | 
porionment of Representatives among the | 





_portionment, which questions Congress itself | 
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given to each State, will arise under this ap- 


is the only proper body to determine. 

Take the questions that may arise under the 
proposition to which the gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Paine] briefly called the attention 
of the House, the amendment to which he 
said he did not know that he had any objection ; 
the amendment which proposes that in the 
distribution among the States of members for 
fractions of quotas regard shall be had to the 


| number of Representatives to which the State 


| fraction. 








may be entitled as well as to the size of the 
Now, sir, that is a question which 
Congress ought to retain the full control over; 
the question whether it will deem it equitable 
and just, all things considered, to give an ad- 
ditional Representative to Rhode Island, for 
instance, provided the fraction which that State 
has is not so large as the fraction which there 





might be over in the State of New York; | 
whether they will in such a case give an addi- | 


tional Representative to Nebraska, or Nevada, 
or Florida, or to any other State which has but 
ene or two Representatives on this floor; this 
is a matter of fact and of justice which has 
addressed itself so far to the equitable consid- 
eration of this House in former times that 
when this work has been committed to the 
Secretary of the Interior in part, as it was 
done formerly, still Congress has taken ocea- 
sion, upon the matter coming before them for 
revision, to reapportion these Representatives 
to a certain extent; and I think some six or 


eight Representatives in the present House | 


were distributed among those States which had 


suffered by this distribution of the members to | 


which the States would be entitled in conse- 
quence of the fractions of quotas. 

Now, it is clear to my mind that this question 
is one which this House ought to retain the 
control over, in order that in this reapportion- 
ment, this redistribution, this readjustment no 
injustice of that sort is done to any State in 
the Union; and we cannot do that fairly, in 
my judgment, unless we retain the whole matter 
before us; unless we keep within our hands all 
this apportionments 

But, as I said at the outset, it occurs to me 
that this question never would be presented to 
us; that it never would be urged here that the 
Secretary of the Interior or any other officer of 
this Government should make this apportion- 


ment unless the exigencies of the case presented | 


here by the gentlemen who have urged this 
measure seemed to require it. 


their purpose. 

They quote as a precedent for that proposi- 
tion a law passed in 1850. I am aware that 
in its terms that law has some similarity to the 
bill now under consideration. But it must be 
borne in mind, and the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Hoar] called the attention of 
the House to the fact, that that apportionment 
was practically submitted to Congress for its 
ratification. Congress had two sessions at 
least after that apportionment was made in 
which to make any alterations, modifications, 
or corrections which they thought were de- 
manded by justice and equity. When that law 
was passed Congress did not put the matter 
out of its hands or beyond its reach. So that 
apportionment was in that respect, and that is 
a very important difference, entirely different 
from the one under consideration. 

As I do not wish to detain the House much 
longer I will call the attention of gentlemen 


briefly to some considerations affecting the | 


number of Representatives, and to urge these 
as a reason why the House should not fix the 
number until they know the amount of the 
population and the localities in which that 
population is distributed. 

ce I am not opposed to an increase of the 
number of Representatives on this floor. In 
fact, although we call ourselves a popular 


‘They see that | 
in no other way except by giving this work to | 
a clerk can it be done in season to accomplish | 
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Government, and call this branch of Congress 
the popular branch of our national Legislature, 
it is, in the ordinary acceptation of that term, 
less popular, less democratic than similar 
inapelion of legislative bodies in any country 
that has a representative Legislature. I have 
taken some pains to examine statistics of the 
population and number of square miles which 
are entitled to representation in the popular 
branch of the Legislatures of different countries; 
in the popular branch, I repeat, if that expres- 
sion is a proper one to be used when speaking 
of the various legislative bodies in England 
and on the continent of Europe. 

The House of Commons consists of 661 
members. ‘The population of England and 
Wales, Scotland and Ireland, is somewhere in 
the neighborhood of thirty millions, and the 
voting population of Great Britain is much 
less in proportion to the entire population than 
is the voting population in the United States. 
And still Great Britain has to-day in the pop 
ular branch of its Legislature, in the House 
of Commons, a representative for every 40,000 
of its population, and a representative for every 
115 square miles of the territory of England 
and Wales. Scotland has a representative for 
every 57,300 of its population and for every 
600 square miles of its territory. Ireland has 
a representative for every 55,000 of its popula- 
tion and for every 300 square miles of its terri- 
tory. 

In the United States, under the proposed 
bill fixing the number of Representatives at 
800 there will be 1 Representative to about 
130,000 population, and one to something over 
10,000 square miles of territory in the States 
represented ; and even in the most densely 
populated States the representation will be 
not larger than 1 member to 500 square miles 
of territory. 

As I was saying, in respect to the represent 
ation in the House of Commons, it must be 
borne in mind that the voting population in 
Great Britain is very much less in proportion 
to the actual population than the voting popu- 
lation of this country. Thus we see that the 
[inglish House of Commons, if we look upon 
it as a popular branch of the British Govern 
ment, is very much more a popular branch, 
comes more directly from the people, and 
represents more immediately the interests of 
the people than does this House of Represent- 
atives. Because, sir, with 30,000,000 of pop 
ulation—the number which we had under 
the old census—-and with an area which gives 
in the densest population, 600 square miles 
for every Representative, we have but 245 
Representatives on this floor, and no one has 
yet proposed to increase his number beyond 
300. 

I know it is sometimes said—the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. Hare] urged it in his 
remarks yesterday—that this body is quite too 
large, that it would be better if we should cut 
down the number of our representative body 
rather than increase its size. But we should 
bear in mind that the nearer we bring the 

tepresentative to the people he represents 

the more intimate we can make his relations 
with the people, the more he knows of the 
people, and the more the people know of him, 
the better representative he is of his constitu- 
ents. And if we mean to have this House 
represent the people of this country, if we 
mean to have the interests of the people of 
this country properly cared for and protected, 
we certainly must enlarge the numbers of this 
House to accommodate it to the growing, the 
vastly increasing interests and population o! 
the country. I would sooner to-day vote to 
increase the number of Representatives to six 
hundred than to cut it down by the reduction 
of a single member. 

Why, sir, only a little while ago I Saw @ dis- 
cussion in respect to the nT in the 
State Legislatures of New York and Illinois ; 
and it was urged—I think with great foree—that 
the popular body, the house of representatives 
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in each of those States, was quite too small to 
represent properly the wide and diversified in- 


terests of their people ; that the representatives || 


were not near enough to the people who elected 
them to be properrepresentatives of those peo- 


ple; that there would probably be much less || 


corruption and a much clearer and more sol- 
emn sense of responsibility on the part of the 


representative if he knew that on going back | 


to his constituents he would go back to a nar- 


row circle, who would not only know more | 


thoroughly what he had done, but from their 
more familiar acquaintance with him, as would 
be the case in a smaller constituency, would 


his worth and faithfulness as a representative. 
I believe that the nearer we keep this House in 
numbers up to the increasing growth and pop- 


ulation of the country the more nearly it will | 


be a representative body representing the in- 
terests of the whole country. 


But, sir, | was calling the attention of the | 


House a moment ago to the size of the repre- 


sentative bodies on the continent of Europe. || 
i'rance has 376 members of its largest legis- | 
lative body, being 1 to 100,000 of its popula- | 
tion and 1 to 551 square miles of territory. | 
Prussia has a legislative body numbering 432, | 
or 1 to 50,000 of its population and 1 to 317 | 


square miles. Austria, which we are some- 
times made to believe is the type of a despotic 
form of government, has a popular branch of 
203 members, or 1 to 100,000 of its population 
and 1 to 560 square miles. Italy has a repre- 
sentative body numbering 493, or 1 to 40,000 
population and 1 to 200 square miles. Spain 
has 394 members in its popular branch, being 
1 to 35,000 population and 1 to 450 square 
miles. Switzerland has 128 members in its 
popular branch, being 1 to 20,000 population 
and 1 to 120 square miles. In fact, sir, there 
is no country having a popular legislative 
branch in its Government that does not have 
it larger in numbers in proportion to the popu- 
lation and in proportion to the territory than 
the House of Representatives of the United 
States. 

And, sir, in determining what the future of 
this House shall be it is of the utmost conse- 
quence that we wait and ascertain what our pop- 
ulationis. ‘The gentleman from Wisconsin | Mr. 
Paine] says that, in his judgment, it will be 


nearer thirty-six millionsthanforty-twomillions || 
Other gentlemen will disagree with | 


or more. 
him and will put itas high, perhaps, as forty-two 


millions. ‘This is an important question tocon- |, 


sider, whether our population is thirty-six or 
forty-two millions. It is important we should 
know the facts on this point before we settle 
the size of this House, because the size of this 
House should be governed by two considera- 
tions, and it seems to me by only two: one is 
the amount of population to be represented, 
and the other is that the body shall not be so 
large as to be unwieldy. If it were not for the 
apprehension of getting a body so large that 
we cannot with method and order perform the 
legislative duties, it is clear, in my judgment, 
that we ought to be ready increase the size of 
this House much beyond the limit proposed in 
this bill. 


These considerations all influence me todelay | 


this apportionment until we know upon what 
we are to act, until we have a basis upon which 
to make it, Let us get the figures, let us have 
the basis upon which this is to be made, and 
then Congress can act intelligently and under- 
standingly in making the apportionments. 


Mr. JUDD. 


‘The question now pending is on the motiou to 
reconsider the reference of this bill. Several 


gentlemen have intimated their desire to dis- | 
cuss particular amendments, and that has been |! 
to some extent the course which has been pur- | 


sued in this debate. I suggest that a vote be 
taken on the motion to reconsider, unless some 
gentleman desires an opportunity to discuss the 
general question, If my motion to reconsider 


|| who desire to be further heard on the question 


|| a great deal of discussion of its effect on some 
be more likely to understand and appreciate | 


|| sylvania, and some few of the arguments which 


| the gentleman from Vermont, {[Mr. WiLvarp. ] 
|| And, in the first place, it is eee apparent, 
i 





|| Sylvania, that he has paid no attention to the 
|| debate on this bill. 


| Mr. KELLEY. And therefore it is that I ask 


| Mr. JUDD. 
|| to the debate yesterday and to-day the informa- 


'| tion of how much representation each is enti- 


| taken by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 





I wish to make a suggestion, | 
which [ hope may be adopted by the House. |! 


|| provides a ceusus may be taken in every ten 


| 


| within every ten years. 


' draw # nice distinction between those phrases 
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prevails the bill will be before the House, and 
debate can be had on the amendments. If 
this should meet the views of those gentlemen 


I should like at this time to reply for a few 
| moments to some of the arguments which have 
been made already before the vote is taken on 
| the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. KELLEY. I have not given special at- 
tention to this bill, and I should like to ask 
| the gentleman from Illinois what provision it 

makes for the great increase in population of 
| certain districts in Pennsylvania. I have heard 


New England States and on some western 
States. There are some districts in Penn- 
| Sylvania which have a voting population now 
| of from thirty-five to forty thousand, and that, 
| too, in districts where there are immense man- 
| ufacturing establishments, and where, as in 
| New England, there is a larger proportionate 
population behind the voting population. We 
have more than double the voting population 
in some districts over the vote of 1860. I hope 
the bill does not propose to overlook these dis 
tricts, but to give them their fair share of rep- 
resentation. I need only refer to the district 
of my colleague, [ Mr. GiL¥iLLAN, |] where they 
are able to poll some forty-five thousand votes, 
| while in my own district we poll as high as 
thirty-five thousand. There are also large cot- 
! 

} 


ton manufactories in my district, making it in 
many parts look like one of the New England 
districts. 
Mr. JUDD. If there are no further sug- 
gestions to be made in reference to the general 
provisions of the bill ou the question to'recon- 

| sider I will answer the gentleman from Penn- 


_ have been addressed to the House by the gen- 
| tleman from Massachusetts {Mr. Hoar] and 


from the statement of my friend from Penn- 


the gentleman for information on this subject. 
If the gentleman had listened 


tion he seeks would have been furnished to him. 
But I will try to furnish it to him now. This 
bill does not enact there shall be so many 
tepresentatives in Pennsylvania, or so many 
Representatives in Massachusetts, or so many 
Representatives in any other State; this bill 
does not enact anything specific in reference 
to districts like my own, which has doubled in 
population since a Representative was assigned 
to it; but it does enact, when passed into law, 
that when the census returns are completed 
and in the population of the gentleman’s dis- 
trict and mine shall receive their proper rep- 
resentation ; that the census of his district is 
to be taken with mine to determine the ques: 


Now, one word in reference to the objections 


{Mr. Hoar.] 1 thought we had anticipated 
and answered those objections. He says that, 
adopting this principle, we must redistrict the 
States for every Congress. I will say to the 
gentleman that you must have a census return 
upon which to base it. The Constitution 
declares that there shall be an enumeration 
every ten years, which shall be the basis of 
repre sentation. 

Mr. HOAR. I thought the gentleman’s ar- 
gument was the other day that the Constitution 


years. 
’ Mr. JUDD. The Constitution provides that 
the census shall be taken oncein every ten years, 

I will repeat again the Manguage which 
used. I said the Constitution provides thatthe 
census shall be taken in every ten years, or 
If the gentleman can 





| taken oftener than once in ten 
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he is mglcome to do it. Tsay thre in nothing 
prevent the census being 
rears; but; 
compels us to take it within helecae | i 
as soon as the information obtained under th 
census comes to the knowledge of Congre... 
showing that there is inequality in the rep,.. 
sentation, then it is the duty of this House and 
the duty of Congress to equalize that repregey,. 
ation under the other clauses of the Consiit,. 
tion. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the gentleman allow mo. 
to ask him a question ? 

Mr. JUDD. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAKR. Suppose the information came 
to Congressin another way, asall this informa. 
tion has come, is it the duty of Congress upon 
such information to take a census every few 
years, and make a newapportionment? ~ | 

Mr. JUDD. I am not surprised at the gey. 
tleman making a supposition of that kind afiey 
the argument he has addressed to the House 
But surely he did not intend in all seriousness 
to ask me whether I would as a Representa. 
tive join in making a new apportionment ex. 
cept such as was based on returns made in 
accordance with the law. I have no doubt 
the gentleman understood me, and so did every 
member of this House, when I said that when 
information came to Congress in a legal and 
constitutional form showing an inequality of 
representation it was the duty of Congress to 
equalize that representation, orthe Government 
ceased to be republican. 

But the gentleman comes in again with his 
immense constitutional questions, and he 
counts them up to the number of fifty-two, 
The gentleman has asked me several questions. 
Now, if he will allow me, [ will ask him one. 
Suppose this bill giving this power to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior does not pass, and you 
are called upon asa member of the House to 
make an apportionment, in what manner will 
you determine how many are excluded from 
voting under the Constitution? For that ques- 
tion arises when the representation is not based 
simply on the gross population. 

Mr. HOAR. I would base the apportion- 
ment bill on the census returns ; and if it were 
claimed that a fraud was committed on any 
State I should investigate that question the 
same as other questions. And, if necessary, | 
would order another census for any particular 
district as to which there was an allegation of 
material fraud or error; and I should have all 
the legal questions which came up determined 
judicially. 

Mr. JUDD. I will repeat the gentleman's 
answer, as [ understand it; and I think it dem- 
onstrates beyond a doubt that the point in 
question is one which it is utterly idle to talk 
about. He says if he were called upon asa 
member of Congress at its next session to pass 
upon an apportionment bill he should base it 
upon the census returns; and he adds to this 
that if there was any allegation of any mate- 
rial frauds or mistakes he reserves the power 
of having them corrected. But he does not 
pretend that he will send out and have an in- 
ventory taken in every State of the Union ot 
all the men enfranchised by the Constitution 
who may be prevented from voting. No; he 
will simply decide upon the census returns 10 
the same manner as under this bill the Sec- 
retary of the Interior is called upon to decide. 
He is to examine the returns of the enumera- 
tors in order to arrive at the numbers of the 
classes who are excluded from the right o! 
suffrage, and is to keep this in view in making 
the apportionment. And so the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, acting upon that question as & 
member of this House, would find his only 
evidence in the census returns, and only there, 
and could not go beyond it. 

Then, what becomes of these fifty-two con: 
stitutional questions which the gentleman has 
tdld us will have to be decided by the Secretary 
of the Interior? I say they are not in the case. 
This, as T said in opening the discussion, if & 
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ter of facts and figures, and nothing else. | subject when it shall be before the House to 


| on conceive that there might be frauds and 
rors in the returns; and I can understand 
that Congress, When it meets, will take meas- 
for correcting these, as it has already || 
repeated acts of legislation corrected other 
errors and frauds. It is no argument against 
the proposition that an error may creep into 
he census returns. 


hegentleman from Vermont| Mr. WitLarpD] 


of the House of Representatives or any other 
point as the House shall see fit. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. COX. I would like to understand the 
effect of the motion of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Scorrenp.] If I under- 
stand it, it will leave the bill where it now is, 
and the gentleman from Massachusetts [M r. in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Hoar] say that there are some constitutio al |} Union. 
rovisions Which we propose to infringe upon, | Mr. SCOFIELD. Yes, sir. 

i that we are delegating dangerous powers Mr. COX. There we can act on the bill with 
when we give to the Secretary of the Interior || more deliberation than the House has yet given 
the right to say, as one of the gentlemen put || to the subject, and with that view I shall vote 
:. what should be the number of members on |) for the motion to lay on the table. 
this floor. That is not the proposition of the The question was then taken upon laying 
hill, We determine it at this time; we de- || on the tablethe motion toreconsider ; and upon 
termine it for ourselves, and he has no discre- || a division there were—ayes 78, noes 4 
tion in reference to it. Let us see how this Before the result was announced, 
matterstands. The Constitution says ‘* Repre- Mr. JUDD called for the yeas and nays 
centatives shall be apportioned.’’ That is the 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
language of the Constitution. What is an ap- The question was then taken; and it was 
Kirst, you must have a repre- 


portionment? decided in the affirmative—yeas 104, nays 64, 
sentative population ; second, you must know |; not voting 42; as follows: 

the number of that population; third, you are YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ames, Armstrong, Bailey, 
hound to know the number of the representa- B uks, Beaman, Beck, Benton, bird, Blair,George M 
tive body; and fourth, you are to divide that Brooks, James Brooks, Buffinton, Cake, Calkin, Cli 


that 


t 
\ 


. ; ton L, Cobb, Cowles, Cox, Dawes, Deweese, Dickey, 
number among the several States according to || Dickin m, Dixon, Dox, Eldridge, Ferri Fisher, 
the ratio produced by that number. All these || ashen. Garfield, Gets, Gilfillan, G Haday, Haigh 

: . . . laldeman ile, lLambleton lamill, Hawt : 
vs ar > done. * > Sai oe , 
things are to be done. And can it be l Heflin, Hill, Hoar, Holman, Hooper, Jen kel 


kes, 
ley, Kelsey, Kerr, Ketcham, Knapp, Laflin, Lash, 
Lawrence, Lynch, Mayham, MeCarthy, MeCormick, 
McGrew, William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Samue! 
en, Myers, Negley, Niklack.O' Neill, 


here to this House that we are delegating legis- 
lative power to the enumerators because we | 
tell them to return us the number of people |) p‘\ioeniy Mun: 

entitled to vote under the schedules of thecen- ||! Packer, Peters, Poland, Potter, Randall, Readir 
sus bill? Why, it seems to me the mere state- || Reeves, Rogers, Sanford, Sechen sthumaker, 


, i narts s¢ ‘ ane a : Seofield, Porter Sheldon, She rrod, Slo umn, Tohn A 
ment of the proposition 1g an answer to if, smith, Worthington C. Smith, Starkweather, & 


Mr. WARD, I desire to ask the gentleman || vens, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Swann, Tanner, Tillman, 
from Illinoisaquestion. If it shall appear that aree en i ty poll \ wt Luks a oorh x Ww - 
, . 1S : : Pibisel de as rut ,elke neeter, Yillarad, 

there have been frauds in any locality in taking |! 74)" eV dee teva Find yelp 


: . ; ; Wilson, Winans, Winchester, W 
the census will the Secretary of the Interior || Woodward—104 


‘ \ SE Ta tee 
have power to order a new census ? NAY R Me Boyd 
jawen, Boyd, 


Axtell, Deatt 


Arnell, Asper, 


Buckley, Burchard, Burdett, 


’ r Soles 
Mr. JUDD. Not at all. Rome, Dewan, Daye, Saskier, weseherss Meee 
Mr. WARD. Congress will. Coburn, Cook, Conger, Crebs, Cullom, Dyer, Farn 
Mr. JUDD. Congress will; and that power \| worth, Ferry, Finkeluburg, Hamilton, Hawley, Hay, 


Heaton, Ingersoll, Johnson, Judd, Julian, Logan, 


is a continuing power up to any time when 


‘ ; : |} Loughridge, Marshall, Maynard, MeCrary, MeNeely 
Congress chooses to exercise it. It can be 1! Mereur, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, Packard, 
exercised on the 5th day of January next just || Paine, Palmer, cme " Pe mere? iti , Root , Sar 

‘ “eq . any. rent, Sawyer, Sh: . Lions .- Sheldon, Joseph 8, 
as well as on the 30th of September next, il | Smith, ‘\ ‘liam Benyth, Stou hton, Sweeney, f site, 
Congress should be then in session. ‘There is |} Trimble, Tyner, Upson, Van Horn, Cadwalader © 


Washburn, Wells, Williams, and Eugene M. Wil 
on—b4, 
NOT VOTING—Mesers. Allison, Ambler, Archer, 
Jarnum, Benjamin, Bennett, B Bingham, Buck, 
jenjamin F. Butler, Cessna, Churchill, Clevelan:|, 
lavis, Dockery, Donley, Duval, Ela, Fox, Greene, 
Griswold, Hays, Hoag, Hoge, Hotchkiss, Alexander 
H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Kelloge, Knott, Morgan 


no trouble in correcting any frauds or wrong | 
or mistakes. 
I say, then, that the Constitution in saying || I 
that ‘‘ Representatives shall be apportioned”? | 
did not say that that apportionment should 
consist in enumerating the inhabitants or that | 
it should consist in dividing the number of || Morrissey, Orth, Prosser, William J. Smith, Btev 
members the States. but it covers all of mm, Stokes, Strader, Strickland, Van Trump, Whi 
WORD CERIRE CSS CSOs, WU Ib COVerS Ai C temore, Wilkinson, and Witcher—42. 
the elements that enter into an apportionment. So the motion to reconsider the vote by 
. ‘ ° | 6 ( ) ( ne yote 
And when we give the Secretary of the Interior which the bill was lal to the C 
the power and the right to add, subtract, and || “¢.) Vhoale w 1 att ’ 
1st oe Ayer of the Whole was laid on the table. 
divide we give him no more legislative power 
than we give the enumerators who are to return 
the total population; and if gentlemen argue | 
here that the delegation of these powers to the 
Secretary of the Interior is a delegation of | 
legislative powers it is equally a delegation of 
legislative powers to the enumerators to allow 
them to take the total number of inhabitants gold, paid the United States as indemn ty for ag 
and of those who are excluded from partici- | a wor eee pee oe eee 
: : ° . ; ; lationse ie treaty with Japan of the 22d ol tot , 
pating in representation by reason of crime OF || 1864, has been covered into the Treasury, and if not, 
otherwise. I will not consume any more of || to report what disposition has been made of 
the time of the House upon this question, and sme, in change of what Department te eeanerere PS 
. . 2 : ze if invested in Government securities, to what u 
J hope the vote will now be taken on the motion murpose the interest thereon has been applied. 
to reconsider. 
Mr. COX. Before the gentleman from Illi- 
nois takes his seat I would say that there are 
a number of gentlemen upon this side of the 
House who desire to know the precise position 
of the question. 
Mr. ‘ UDD. This bill was introduced and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


INDEMNITY FROM JAPAN 
Mr. SCOFIELD, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requesied 
to inform this [louse whether the sum ot 





HALLS OF SENATE AND TLOUSE, 


Mr. GETZ, by unanimons consent, reported 
back from the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, with arecommendation that the 
same be concurred in by the House, the follow- 
ing coneurrent resolution of the Senate: 

Deaolved, (the 


| 
| 


Hlonse of Representatives coneur- 


state of the Union, and a motion to reconsider ring.) Thata jointseleet committee he appoint ad, to 
ras entered. Upon that motion all this gen- || ¢°%! th omen esol the sion See aa 
eral debate has been had. If the vote shall || the present condition of the Senate Chamber and of 
be reconsidered the bill will come be fore the the Hall of the House of Repres¢ ntatives as regards 
House for amendment. This bill was intro- lighting, heating, and ventilation, and their acoustic 


propertice, and the defects and disadvantages exist- 


duced as a basis for legislation, and will be |! ing in the same, and thecost, and the best method of 


such amendments in reference to the namber | 


| 
' 
| 
} 
i 


ymmittee 
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‘ occupy. 


providing remedi« therefor: and th } ha 
leave to report by bill or othe: os 

The question was upon concurri 
resolution of the Senate, 

Mr. SCHENCK. I desire to ing whe 
ha shecome of the varione ¢ mmitt 
tilation we have heretofor npoin 5. 
to time. 

Mr. DAWES. They} ’ red 


s that appointed them, 
Has any report ever! 


| ce t to m t} 


Convress¢ 
Mr. SCHENCK. 


made by any of them? 
inquiry now in connection with tl est ' 
so that if i is passed it will be na it witht 
understanding that the committee to | 
pointed under it shall make a report 
time between now and eternity. EF y eff 
in that direction heretofore has been a fail 
Mr. GETZ. The committ fort ly 
pointed expired with the last Cong r} 
committee made a report previous to the ad 
journment of Congress, but no action w: 
taken upon it. 


Mr. SCHENCK. No act 
Mr. GETZ No, sir. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Cannot the material t] 


obtained be used now in some way for imm 
diate action? 

Mr. GETZ. This resolution was passed 1 
the’ Senate last spring, and has not come } 
fore the House for consideration till now. 

Mr. SCHENCK. My objectisaecomplished 
whe nie lithe atte ntion of the Hon e to the 
fact that >have had this si bject before 


time and timeagain forthe last five or six yea 


and no effort we have yet made has ever 
ulted in any positive action. I hope this will 
be more fort ite than our f rer effort 
ir. DAWES. While fam heartily in accord 
h the gentleman from Pennsylvamia { Mr. 
‘ | in regard to this matter, I would h 
t re to him that th report on this ] 
eet will | ery defect unless it shall com 
yur ite to the Hou ome information as to 
th rpen iT iry to carry out such 
I ndationsas maybe made, Iwasor 
member of a committee on ventilation, and 


it 

I have sume idea about the expenditure; b 

[ think it would be best that the 

the committee to report upon 


resolution 
} ld: ae 
noulid instruct 


this branch of the question. 


Mr. GETZ Why. Mr. Speaker, that will 
certaiuly be done, 1 do not ¢ xpect, and in- 
deed d cd be plac d pon this joi if 
comimiltee I t | th i} ther } rt will beyond 
all question embrace that view of the subject. 


Mr. DAWES. With the eentleman’s eon 


3. 
! 


ent, I would like to move an amendment, to 
idd to the lution the words, ‘‘and shall 
renort 9 ) non the probab! cost thereof.”’ 
Mr. GETZ. |! have no ol ection to that. 
Mr. GARFLELD, of Ohio. I desire to ask 
i} if if » be y! nin whether he 
has any ol {ion to amending this resolution 
in such a way as to direct the committee to 


inquire into the propriety of abandoning this 
Hall altegether and re occupancy 
of the old one for the meeting of the House? 
{ consider this Hall the most skillfully contrived 


uming the 


} 


uman laughter-house that has ever come 
hin my knowledge. After continuing dur- 
ing five et rs the atte mpt to have thi question 
thor ughl r examined by a committe ve have 
never yet, I believe, had ar port recommend- 
ing anything to be done; at least no action 
has ever been taken on any such recommenda- 
tion. 
Mr. GETZ. There was a very elabor- 
ate repo! resented to the House near the 


ediourament of the last Congress, but it wa 
not acted on. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, | am probably 
the only member of this House who sat in the 
old Hall, which is now used as a passage-way 
from the Rotunda to thi | beg to say 
that that old Hall, fects, 
very far superior in point of ventilation as well 
as acoustic properties, to the room we now 
I do think that this Congress should 


room. 


“14 1 
With a@ail its 








immediately and seriously goto work to accom- 
plish the reforms required in the construction 
of the Halls now occupied by the Senate and 
the House. I hope, therefore, that this reso- 
lution of the Senate will not be loaded down 
with so many amendments that it may never 
reach the Ilouse again. I think we had bet- 
ter pass a resolution in the form in which it 
has come from the Senate. The committee 
can then act at once and report some remedy 
for the evils under which we now suffer. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to say 
that I have made my suggestion in entire good 
faith. I would vote any day in favor of a 
proposition that this House, as soon as the 
necessary arrangements can be made, shall 
hold its sessions in the old Hall. I believe it 
a better hall than this. There are compara- 
tively few members of this House who ean 
speak here so as to be heard without breaking 
down after-a very short term of service. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Let me tell 
the gentleman that the old Ilall is worse to be 
heard in than this. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
men! you have come down to us from a former 
generation,’ [laughter ;] and if you suffered in 
your youth ae we suffer in ours | reach out my 
hand to you in sympathy. 

Mr. GETZ. If the sugg 
man from Ohio ts offered 
amendment I think it is out of order. 
Ilouse would have power to arrange that mat- 
ter without the action of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. The ouly amendment 
pending is that of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Dawes, | toadd tothe resolution 
the words ‘‘and shall report also upon the 
probable cost thereof.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. GETZ moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

OFFICERS OF THE ARMY, 

Mr. SLOCUM, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 863) to reduce the 
number of commissioned officers in the Army, 
and for other purposes; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

BROOKLYN POST OFFICE BUILDING, ETC, 


Mr. SLOCUM, by unanimous consent, also | 
introduced a bill (I. R. No. 864) to provide | 


for the erection of a building in the city of 
Brooklyn, to be used as a post office, United 
States court-house, and as oflices for revenue 
officials; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

REMOVAL OF BROOKLYN NAVY-YARD, 

Mr. SLOCUM, by unanimous consent, also 
introduced a bill (LH. R. No. 865) to provide 
for the removal of the Brooklyn navy-yard ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hamtiy, 
one of its clerks, announced that the Senate 
had passed withoutamendment House bill No. 
861, making appropriation to defray the ex- 
peuses of the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
reney, incurred in pursuance of investigations 
ordered by the House of Representatives, 

ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined 
and found truly enrolled bills of the following 
titles ; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 238) relating to retired 


oflicers of the Army; and 

An act (H. R. No. 790) repealingso much of 
the act of August 8, 1846, as declared the Des 
Moines river in the then Territory of Iowa, a 
public highway. 


‘Venerable | 


suggestionof the gentle- | 
in the form of an | 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Leave of absence was granted, by unanimous 
consent, to Mr. Hays, for thirty days, and to 
Mr. Cuurcnui.y and Mr. Dayis for ten days. 


LAWS OF ARIZONA, 


Mr. McCORMICK, of Arizona, by unani- | 


mous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 866) 
to confirm and amend certain laws of the ‘er- 


ritory of Arizona; which was read a first and | 
second time, and referred tothe Committee on 


Territories. 
J. MILLER SHINN. 

Mr. HAIGHT, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 867) for the relief of 
J. Miller Shinn; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

ABOLITION OF TITE FREEDMEN’S BUREAU. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Iask unanimous 
consent that the blll introduced by me several 


|| days ago for the abolition of the Freedmen’s 


Bureau, and which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Education and Labor, be ordered to | 


be printed. 
‘Lhere was no objection, and it was 
accordingly. 
And then, on motion of Mr. RANDALL, (at 
four o'clock p. m.,) the House adjourned, 
PETITIONS, BTC, 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 


ordered 


under the rule, and referred to the appropri- | 


ate committees : 

By Mr. ARCHER: A petition of citizens 
of Dublin, Harford county, Maryland, praying 
for the repeal of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition for the same purpose from 
citizens of Pylesville, Maryland. 

By Mr. BEAMAN: The remonstrance of 
I. 


owners of American vessels, against free trade 
in vessels. 


Also, the — of J. K. Boies and others, | 


of Hudson, Lenawee county, Michigan, pray- 


ing that pensions may be allowed the veterans | 


of the war of 1812, 


Also, the petition of Albert Chandler and | 


others, of Branch county, Michigan, to the 
same effect. 
Also, the petition of O. L. Spalding and 


| others, asking relief for General Robert An- 
| derson. 


By Mr. BECK: The petition and accompa- 


nying papers of Thomas Curry, of New Orleans, | 


praying for pensions for himself and the other 
survivors of the war of 1812. 

By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The 
petition of R. Waldo Emerson and 42 others, 
citizens of Concord, Massachusetts, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts: The 
petition of the widow of James Foote, for a 
pension. 

By Mr. COBB, of North Carolina: The peti- 
tion of W. Rt. Fraley, of Rowan county, North 
Carolina, asking relief of his political disa- 
bility. 

By Mr. CREBS: A petition of 153 citizens 
of Equality, Gallatin county, Llinois, praying 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: The petition 
of Mrs. Susan B. White, widow of Dr. Benja- 
min I°, White, late of Prairie du Chien, Wiscon- 
sin, for a pension. 

By Mr. FERRY: The petition of Captain 
Thomas W. Kirby, Captain Henry 8S. Chubb, 


| James A. Rice, and 33 others, of Grand Haven, 


Michigan, protesting against allowing foreign- 
built ships American registers, and praying for 
a reduction of tax on shipbuilding material. 
By Mr. GETZ: A petition of 52 citizens 
of Lenhartsville, Berks county, Pennsylvania, 


| praying for the abolition of the franking priv- | 


| lege. 


By Mr. HAIGHT: Several petitions from 
citizens of the State of New Jersey, asking for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 


B. Ward and others, of Detroit, Michigan, | 


! 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
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By Mr. HOAR: The petitions of J 
Robbins and others, of Uxbridge. Mas. cae 
setts; William Beecher and others. of So i; 
bridge, Massachusetts; and J. N. Pourtalian, 
and others, West Medway, Massachuset;. .. 
: a » ail 


for abolition of franking privilege. 

By Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts Tl 
petition of William Schouler & Co., of Bos... 
Massachusetts, concerning claim agents and 
pension laws. a 

Also, the petition of Silvanus Smith and 157 
others, artisans, ship-builders, and citizens ,¢ 
the United States, praying Congress to reinoy. 
the duties on ship-building material. - 

Also, the petition of Ann McCarthy, of Bos. 
ton, for authority to collecta bounty Certificate 
issued to her deceased father. : 

Also, the petition of Nicholson & Co,, and 
50 others, citizens of the United States and 
ship owners, praying Congress to remove qi 
taxation on ship-building and sailing interes 

By Mr. JOHNSON: A memorial of the 
Legislature of the State of California concern. 
ing public lands. 

By Mr. KELSEY: A petition of the man. 
agers of the Industrial School of the District 
of Columbia, for relief. ; 

By Mr. KNAPP: A petition of 94 inhabit 
ants of Kast Worcester, Otsego county, Now 
York, for the abolition of the franking priy. 
ilege. 

Also, a petition of 170 inhabitants of West. 
on, Delaware county, New York, for the same. 

By Mr. LYNCH: The petition of Edward 
Hasty, postmaster at West Gorham, and other 
citizens of Maine, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Franklin Leavitt, post: 
master, and other citizens of Hollis, Maine, 
asking the abolition of the franking privilege. 

sy Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of the 
East Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia Railroad 
Company, asking for legislation for the pur. 
pose of effecting a just and equitable settle. 
ment of its accounts with the United States. 

By Mr. McGREW: The petition of Jacob 
Fream and 24 others, citizens of West Vir- 
ginia, asking for the abolition of the franking 
rivilege. 

By Mr. McNEELY: The petition of G. W. 
Howson and others, citizens of McDonough 
county, Illinois, asking the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. PACKARD: A petition of citizens 
of Kingsbury, Indiana, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. READING: A petition of 53 citi: 
zens of Plumsieadville, Bucks county, Penn- 
sylvania, asking for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. REEVES: A petition of citizens of 
Mount Sinai, Suffolk county, New York, for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. ROGERS: The petition of N. L. 
Harris, of Columbia eounty, Arkansas, for 
removal of his political disabilities. 

By Mr. SARGENT: The memorial of the 
Sacramento Medical Society, for medical im- 
provements, 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Frank 
Sherwood and 78 others, citizens of Oregon, 
Warren county, Ohio, praying Congress to 
abolish the franking privilege. 

By Mr. SPINK: A petition for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. STILES: The memorial of William 
Umstead and 40 others, citizens of Montgomery 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of Franklin Smith and 40 
others, of Huntingdon valley, Pennsylvania. 

Also, the memorial of George H. Baker and 
50 others. 

Also, the memorial of William W. Richards 
and 33 others, of Port Kennedy, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. STOUGHTON: The petition of 
Charles A. Fulet and many others, citizens ol 
Rabbit river, Michigan, asking for the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege, 
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Also, the petition of J. V. Phillips, George 

loman, and many others, citizens and busi- 

“men of New Buffalo, Michigan, asking 

an appropriation of $75,000 for the im 

eavement of the harbor at that place. 

My Mr. TILLMAN : Memorials of citizens 
the fourth district of Tennessee, asking for 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Ry Mr. TYNER: A petition of 40 citizens 
\enia, Indiana, praying the repeal of the 
king irivilege. 

Ry Mr. UPSON: The petition of A. W. 

oo and 41 others, citizens of Cuyahoga county, 


! . . . 
for the abolition of the franking privi 


(PHILO, 
By Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of 
Phomas B. Long and 103 others, of Hallsville, 
Ross county, Ohio, praying for the abolition 
w the franking privilege, 

Ry Mr. WELKER: The petition of M. A. 
(ladden and 96 others, citizens of Perryville, 
\chland county, Ohio, asking the abolition of 

franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Alonzo Crocker and 43 
het , citizens of Plato, Lorain county, Ohio, 
n the same subject. 

By Mr. WILLARD: The petition of Edward 

Campbell and others, of Chippenhook 
Springs and vicinity, Vermont, to abolish the 
anking privilege. 

\iso, the petition of W. L. Bucklin and 
others, of Cuttingsville, Rutland county, Ve 
mont, to abolish the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WINCHESTER: A petition from 
he citizens of Hill Spring, Henry county, 
Kentucky, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, a petition from the citizens of Jeffer 
mtown, Kentucky, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from the citizens of Louis 
ville, Kentucky, for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. WOODWARD: Two petitions of 
citizens of Scranton, Ps nnsylvania, in favo 
of abolishing the franking privilege. 


IN SENATE. 
WrDNESDAY, January 19, 1870. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. 
D.D. 

(he Secretary read the Journal of yesterday. 

Mr. POMEROY. I notice by the reading 
of the Journal that Iam stated to have reported 
hack a substitute from the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands to the bill (S. No. 369) to establish 
an additional land district in the State of Kan- 

What [ did was to submit to the Senate 
a substitute for that bill, that it might be re- 
ferred tothe committee. ‘The committee have 
made no report on the subject; but I submit- 
ted a substitute for the bill in order that it might 
go before the committee and be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It was ordered 
to be printed. The Secretary did not exactly 
understand the desire of the Senator. 

Mr. POMEROY. It was ordered to be 
printed, and my desire was to have it referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Journal will 
be so corrected. 


N EWMAN ) 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a letter from the Secretary of the In- 
terior, communicating estimates of appropri- 
ations required for the Sisseton, Wahpeton, and 
Santee Sioux Indians, on Lake Traverse and 
Devil’s Lake reservations, in Dakota Territory, 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1871; which 
was referred to ithe Committee on Indian A flairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

HOUSE BRILL REFERRED. 

_ The joint resolution (H. R. No, 117) author- 
izing the Secretary of War to place at the 
disposal of Bridge’s Battery Association at 
Chicago, Illinois, certain captured ordnance 


i} 


| 


was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affair 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIAI 


rhe VICK PRESIDENT. 


Che Chair lays 
befor 


a communication from ex- 
President Millard Fillmore, president of the 
Loui le Commercial Convention, transmit 
ting a report of the proceedings of that con 


‘ Q 
the penate 


vention on the subject of the Sonthe rh Pacifie 


railroad; which will be referred to the Com- 


mittes on thie Pacifi : Railroad. 
Mr. MORTON, Imove that that communi 
cation be printed. 
lhe motion was avreed | 
Mr. CONKLING, Mr. President, t present 
+ 


of the Chamber of Commerce 
of the State of New York, embracing a ir port 
made by a committee of that body and adopted 
by the chamber, which proceeding 
port of a bill numbered 563, for the preserva 
tion of the harbors of the United States against 
encroachments. ‘The proceedings call atten- 
tion to the fact that the harbor of New York 
is now threatened by a neighbor ing State with 
encroachme nts, the eflect of which will be to 
diminish by two square miles the surface ol 
the harbor, thereby establishing an impediment 


the proceeding 


are itt SUp- 
i 


which will operate against the influx and efllux 
of the tide, which itself serves as a perpetual 
dredge. 1 move that these proceedings be re 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also a peti- 
tion, very numerously signed by citizens of 
Orange county, in the State of New York, 
praying for the repeal of those provisions of 
law which are termed the franking privilege. 
| move that it be referred to the Commitiee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. POMEROY. Lam charged with a peti- 
tion which I desire to present from citizens 
of Kansas, asking that the franking privilege, 
in consequence of the abuse of it, may be re- 
pealed. ‘They use the argument in the memo- 
rial that the cost of transportation, among other 
things, is so expensive that the franking privi- 
lege should be abolished entirely. I am in 
favor of the prayer of the petition, but Lappre- 
hend that the cost of mail transportation wiil 
be about the same, so far as railroad transport- 
ation is concerned, whether the railroads carry 
much or little. L.meve to refer the petition 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. POMEROY. Ihave also a memorial 
from W. C. Jewett, a citizen of the United 
States, relating to the telegraph cable, and 
praying that reciprocity may be the policy of 
the United States, and that it shall apply to 
all cables, whether those now laid or those that 
are contemplated to be laid, and referring also 
to a billthatis now beforethe Senate. I think 
the Committee on Foreign Relations have acted 
upon the subject-matter, and while | commend 
this petition to their consideration I ask that 
it lie on the table, as the measure is pending. 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present the petition of 
a large number of citizens of Philadelphia 
and New York, setting forth that, encouraged 
by the efforts in Europe for a general disarm- 
ament and settlement of difficulties by arbi- 
tration, they respectfully and earnestly petition 
Congress not to sanction the proposed enlarge- 
ment of the West Point Military Academy, 
which, apart from all other consideration 
has not been productive of loyalty, security, 
or economy. I move the reference of this 
petition to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


I also present a petition, 


| signed by a large number of citizens of Massa- 
chusetts, asking for the abolition of the frank- 


ing privilege. In presenting a petition of this 


kin 


the other day I ventured to remark that | 
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in my judgment th Opposition to t 


| sed with some extravagance. 
1 would now make a further remark, to which 
( 


irauKIng 


rivile re Was } re 


call the attention of the chairman of the 
ommittee on Post Ollices and Post hy Ld 
that in providing for the abolition of the fran 

ng privilege I hope the committe 
into view the whole system of circulating d 
ments, for that involved in the I 
privilege. Will Congress c¢ 

and to distribute the 
Phat is a question which 
ociated with the question of the 


‘ 


the franking 
to publi h documents 
among the pe ople? 


is nearly as 


¢ i 
abolition of the franking privil . I mov 
the reference of this petition to the Committ 
on Post Offices and Post Road 
lhe motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SUMNER also presented the pet 


1 


of Emel suttheimer, widow of Otto Sutth 


mer, late a private of company C, fifty-fourth 
New York volunteers, praying to be allowed 
which she allege 
husband for services rendered to the United 
States; which was referred to the C 
on Pen ious, 

Mr. SUMNER, I also offer the memorial 
of James M. Carlisle, James C. Hall, Geor 
W. Riggs, Anthony Hyde, James G. Ber: 
James C., Kennedy, Henry D. Cooke, and 
James C. MeGuire, of the cities of Washin 
ton and Georgetown, and William T. Walters, 
of the city of Baltimore, State of Maryland, 
heing the trustees of what is known as the Cor 
coran Art Gallery, asking 
Congr ln presenting this petition I mov 
its reference, with the accompanying pay 
to the Committee on the Distriet of Colu 

Ihe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented a petition of 
citizens of Marquette, Michigan, asking for the 
repeal of the duties on imported hides ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Augusta, Michigan ; a petition of citizens of 
Benton Harbor, Michigan, and & petition ol 
citizens of Belleville, Wayne county, Michigan 
praying the abolition of the franking privileg: 
which were referred to the Committee on Post 
Otlices and Post Roads. 

Mr. HARLAN presented the petition of E. 
P. Hunt, of Galveston, Texas, praying 


1 } 
bounti to be due to her 
j ; 


mmitter 


lrom 


Lion 


mcorpot 


Livi 


, lor 
compensation for fitting out a schooner as a 
light-ship in the harbor of Galveston Bay at 
the beginning of the war; which was 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CARPENTER presented a petition of 
citizens of Oregon, Dane county, Wisconsin, 
praying for the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. SCOTT. 1 present a petition of citizens 
of Arch Spring, 1 a petition of 
citizens of Antes township, Beaver count 
Pennsylvania; and petitions of citizens of 
l‘ayette City, Fayette county, Pennsylvania, 
all praying for the abolition of the franking 
priv ilege. Itake this occasion, as the present 
ation of these petitions seems to gi 
tunity to 
on this question, anda 
been introduced a 


referred 


Pennsylvania ; 


ogive an Oppo 
Senators to relate their expe rience 
vy ( ral measures ha ve 
a substitute for the franking 
privilegs , to call the attention of the chairman 
of the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads to my brief experience during the first 
l‘orty-lirst Congress and this 
» that in providing for the large and 
populous States a proper discrimination may 
be made. I had a count made of the numbei 
of communications that Lreceived during that 
brief sess six weeks, which | suppose 
some of us might compare with the charge of 
the six hundred in the manner in which we 
were ridden down, and they numbered some 
thing over four thousand, one third of which 
required answers. By the 
brings me these three petiti yns | have requesteg 
for the Agricultural report, the Smithsonian 
Institution report, and the Patent Office report, 
to the number of sixty-seven. [Laughter.] I 


’ _- ‘ | 
session oO the 


S100, 


1On OL 


ime mail which 








move the reference of these petitions to the 
Comn eon Post Offices and Post Roads 
The motion was agreed to. 
re. AT 


r, ANTHONY present da memorial of 
and | inde. ;who were ¢ mploye d in the 
ible Printing Office in 1261 and Is02, for the 
avyinent of wages tllegally, as theyallege, with 
them; which wa 


held from referred to the 
on the Judiciary. 


Committee 


iF N i i. | pu ent tl petition of Samuel 
,an praying lor compensation tor services 
readered to the Government in exploring the 
Colorado river and its tril tari , together with 
a report of the Secretary of War ou the sub- 
jee l i kk that thre ¢ papers be printed, I 
j I j ' to wiint committe the p' tition 
should be referred. It . claim for services 
rendered, aud pre bably itshonld be referred to 
the Committee on Claim 

Phe VICK PRESIDENT. It willbereferred 
to the Committee on Claim The Senator 


from Nevada desires to have the papers printe d, 
The Chair tion, and it is so 
ordered, 

Mr. CRAGIN presented the memorial of 
William Burlingame, of Lixeter, New Hamp 
shire, remonstrating against the granting of 
the | etition of George H. Corliss for the exten 
ion of his letters-patent of March 10, 1849, 
for improvemeuts in the steam-engine ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. HAMLIN presenteda petitionof Thomas 
H. Wiggin and seventy-six others, of Levant, 
Maine, praying the abolition of the franking 
privilege; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I desire to present a peti- 
tion of citizens of North \\ oodst ck, Graft mn 
county, New Hampshire, praying for the aboli 
tion of the franking priv ilege. Il would suggest 
here that I fully concur with the object of these 
petitioners, but it seems to me it would be well 
if these petitions could be handed directly to the 
chairman of the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. I understand that seventy-five 


he il no obi 


thousand of them have been printed at the , 


public expense and distributed all over the 
country. | understand also that one hundred 
and ninety thousand memorials have been sent 
out from the Post Office Department over the 
country to seeure the abolition of the franking 
privileges, and some twenty-six thousand cir- 
ceularsto postmasters have been printed at the 
public expense, and have been circulated over 
the country at the publie expense, 

Mr. DRAKE. Will the Senator from New 
liampshire be so good as to state to the Senate 
by whose authority these documents were 
printed at the public expense ? 

Mr. PATTERSON. I have no information 
on that subject, but | suppose by the authority 
of the Postmaster General. 

Mr. DRAKE, And have they been sent 
free through the mails? 

Mr. PATTERSON, I so understand it. 

Mr. DRAKE. Tam in favor of the abolition 
of the franking privilege, Mr. President. 

Mr. PATTERSON, 
of the abolition of the franking privilege, and 
1 would have it extended not only to members 
of Congress, but to the heads of Departments. 
i would make it nniversal. 1 yield now to the 
Senatorfrom New York, [Mr. Coxxiine, ] who 
desires to make a remark. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I should like to saya word 
in reply to the Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. CONKLING, I desire to make a single 
suggestion, if | may be allowed to do so. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that this debate is proceeding by unani- 
mous consent. ‘The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire yields to the Senator from New York. 

Mr. CONKLING. I snggest that to prevent 


incurring any further expense, and to prevent 
continued abuse by sending these papers here 
free and the general grievance of which Sena- 
tors complain, if the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads would report, and the Senate 
would adopt a bill abolishing the franking 


[ am entirely in favor 


| Secretary o 


nrivilews Il this matter would stop; we hould 
t be ealled upon to present these petition 
ind no Senators would be offended and the ear 
of the Senate would not be vexed with thi 
much coming of petitions. That is the true 
remedy for us; let us abolish the whole thing 


and have an end of it, 

Mr. RAMSEY. I desire simply to say a 
word in regard to the suggestion that fell from 
the Senator from New Hampshire. [ think the 
Postmaster General has done the Senate and 
Hlouse of Kepresentatives a great service in 
this matter. While great public interests un 
que tionably demand, and doubtless the feel- 
ings of the people req iire, the abolition of t} 
franking privilege, yet when a bill shall be 
passed for that purpose, as doubtless one will 
be passed at this 
satiefaction on the part of our friends who have 
been in the habit of receiving documents and 
other communications free of charge. They 
will be sadly disappointed, and many of them 
probably will be induced to censure us for it in 
the first instance; but the Postmaster General 
will then have done usa great service by com 
mitting the people by their own petitions in 
advance to this reform. ‘Thousands and thou 
sands who would be inclined to complain of it 
when the bill becomes a law will have had their 
mouths sealed by their commitments upon these 
papers. 

Mr. NYE. I understand 

fhe VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from New Hampshire is in possession of the 
floor. 

Mr. ABBOTT. T object to debate. 

Phe VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from North Carolina objects to debate, and the 
Chair will submit to the Senate the question 
whether debate shall be allowed on this peti- 
tion, unless 
tion under the twenty-fourth rule, when the 
question of reference will he subimitted to the 
Senate. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I donot desire to debate 
this matter, but to present another petition. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from North Carolina withdraw his objection ? 

Mr. ABBOTT. 1 have no objection to that, 
of course. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I inerely say in reply 
to the chairman of the committee that it was 
not my purpose to complain of the Postmaster 
General, but simply to state the fact, in order 
that we might in some way expedite this busi- 
ness. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The petition will 
be referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads, 

Mr. PATTERSON. I present the memorial 
of Kdward Downey, mayor of the city of 
Brownsville, in relation to the zona libra or 
free belt along the Mexican frontier of the Rio 
Grande, and with the permission of the Senate 
I wish to state in a word the substance of this 
memorial, which | think of very grave import: 
ance, 

In 1857 the Legislature of the State of Ta- 
maulipas, in Mexico, passed an act making 
Matamoras a free port, and also establishing 
a zona libra or tree belt, six miles wide and 
extending athousand miles up the Rio Grande. 
The effect of this legislation, which was adopt- 
ed in 1861 by the general Government of the 
republic of Mexico, has been to introduce into 
the United States an immense amount of mer- 
chandise free of duty. It has been estimated 
that the Government of the United States is 
losing annually from a million and a half to 
three millions of revenue by the existence of 
this free belt along the western bank of the Rio 
Grande. During the late war the rebels brought 
in supplies from abroad through Matamoras, 
by which the war was continued for we know 
not how long; and this was winked at by the 
Mexican Government. 

This subject was brought to the attention of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and also of the 

f State, by Mr. Plumb, our consul, 


session. there will be great dis 


some Senator objects to its recep- 
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and by General Rosecrans, our late mip; 
Mexico, and a correspondence transy), 
tween the Secretary of State and the n 
of foreign affairs for Mexico, and th 
was brought before the Mexican Cone 
they refused to abolish this free belt, 4 
the way in which the matter stands 4, 
Millions of dollars’ worth of goods ay 
brought over the Rio Grande bya set «| 
elers and horse-thieves who have coe | 
ettled along the western bank of 
Grande. ‘The question is what the United 
(fovernment can do to remedy this « 
think it is a matter of very grave import: 

1 move that this memorial be printed, 
referred to the Committee on Retrenelhy 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ABBOTT presented the petition of ( 
Ll. Harris, of Raleigh, North Carolina, pt 
ing that the disabilities of Dr. FP. Li. Banks. , 
that State, be removed; which was referyed +, 
the select Committee &n the Removal of |? 
ical Disabilities. 

Mr. ABBOTT. T present 2 memorial fyo, 
citizens of Littleton, North Carolina, ask 
for the abolition of the franking privilege, iis 
being oue of those petitions that come | 
with a steregtyped heading. 1 move its refer 
ence to the Committee on Post Offices and Pov 
Roads, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLEY presented the petitions 
James M. Wade and of John Garduer, 
Christiansburg, Montgomery county, Virgin 
praying the removal of their politi 
ities; which were referred to the select € 
mittee on the Removal of Political Digabilit 

Mr. THAYER. I present a petition of « 
izens of Lincoln, Nebraska, praying for | 
abolition of the franking privilege, and J; 
sire to make a remark or two in connect 
with it. I thought it was extraordinary t! 
these petition ; shonld pour in from day tod 
as numerously as they have done. Yesterd 
morning’s mail brought me an explanati 
I hold in my hands a cireular sent out to ey: 
postmaster in the United States, signed ‘ 
H. H. Terrell, Third Assistant Postma 
General,’’ which is in reality an instructi 
the postmasters to procure signatures to ili 
petitions ; that is,a blank petition was inclo 
with each circular for them to eireulate. Th 
petitions, it will be observed, are all in t 
same form, or those are which I have seen; 
and they use the same phraseology and ewa 
uate from the same source. Now, | should 
glad to see a voluntary expression of the} 
ple of the United States, and I take ovcasi 
to say that these petitions, coming in as (| 
do in response to instructions from the D 
partment, are not, in my judgment, the vol 
untary expression of the people of the Um 
States, 

Mr. CONKLING. Why not? Las any) 
but the postmaster received such a circular. 

Mr. THAYER, He is instructed to secur 
signatures, 

Mr. RAMSEY. ‘The Senator’s const itue 
surely do not sign these petitions simply by 
cause the postmaster asks them to do so. 

Mr. THAYER. You can get anybody | 
sign them, 

Mr. RAMSEY. Not in our country. — 

Mr. THAYER. It is the easiest thir 
the world; but I should like to know when 
comes the authority for the Department to 
take this action, to print these documents #' 
the public expense, and to flood the mails w! 
them, in abuse of the franking privilege, to 1 
duce the people to petition Congress? Wu 
was that duty conferred upon any Departmen' 
of the Government? When was the Post Ob 
Department intrusted with the duty of proeu™ 
ing instructions frem the people to Congres 
to pass certain laws? 

Mr. HOWE. 1 will inform the Senator 1 
he will allow we when that duty was impose 
| on the head of the Post Office Department. 
Mr. THAYER, [ seek information. 
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and I 


Mr. 
eral S 
stoppil 
as cor 
privile 
inittee 
Senate 
distrib 
it will 

As) 
the Pe 
necept 
maste: 
on thi: 
in Ne 
Island 
[don 
tial lay 
lions, 
and th 
me iti 
as peti 
All pe 
not be 
others 

The 
on Po 








HOWE. It was imposed on him when 
ynfirmed as Postmaster General of the 
d States 


rHAYER. ‘To seek from the people 
‘tions to Congress to pass certain laws 

h he thinks proper? ‘l’o induce them to 

et * ‘ongress ? 

HOWE. To seek the repeal of a law 

‘ h I think is one of the grossest abuses in 
. expenditures of this country of any that 
now. 
fr. THAYER. I agree with my friend 
-om Wisconsin as to the franking privilege, 
nd I shall vote for its re peal ; but | take this 
that it is not necessary to 


sion to say 





the grossest misre presentations of facts. 

roper functions of the head of a Depart- 

hele to communicate with and recommend 

Congress. Ido not differ as to the object 
accomplished in this case; I am for it ; 

m for removing the abuse; but here is cer- 
niv an abuse in printing these documents at 
cpense and — the country with 
Isfranked. Now, I send 
king he desk and ask a have read the circular 
‘+h [ refer. wi will say, however, to the 
Minnesota, who declares that the 


ALA 


m thr ‘ough the me 


» whic 
+ 


yy irom 


rele ‘ostmaster General. has performed such dis- | 


i Fost nguished service to the country, that I trast, 
ing his duty to read every one of these 
titions, he will perform that duty; and I 
neral for having imposed that duty 
gin . him. I ask to have the circular read. 


upon 


lhe Chief Clerk read as follows: 

ITION OF THE FRANKING 

Note to Postmaster 

I incloced blank petition to Congress is for- 

rded to you in response to the very generally ex- 

| pressed wish of the people ofthe United States that 
‘franking p2 AV EOSS be abolished. 

» President and the Postmaster General in their 

Hal communications to Congress at the present 

n have strongly and earnestly recommended 

fi and, without intending to influence your 

views, you arerespectfully requeste ito give the 

ens within the delivery af_your office early op- 

unity to sign the petition. lor this purpose se v- 

bl lanks will be supplied to the larger post offices, 

it is suggested that they be placed at the prom- 

business centers or circulated personally by 

tlemen W ho feelan interest in the re form, so that 


PRIVILEG! 









who desire to add the weight of their names in 
if of this important measure may have every 
mable facility for so doing. 
it is further sug ggeste x1 that each postmaster will 
ery ersonally see that the petition or petitions Ag clre u- 
Nl ted and signed wit hin the dclivery of his office) be 
Set lorwar rde d to the United States Senator, Soames: 


ir Delegate in Congress nepyonaating his State, 

t, or LTerritory as early as the ! day of Feb- 
iary, 1870, to the end that the waster a Ly receive 
the present session 


' early and due consideration at 
‘national Legislature. gle ‘ 
Ii. UW. TERRELL, 
hird . vaucihas Postmaster (reneral. 
t OFFICE Duran TMENT, 
a Vi) WASHINGTON, December 20, 1869. 
ul Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, as sev- 
eral Senators have referred to the necessity of 
ry body topping the circulation of public documents 
consequent upon abolishing the franking 
eciure privilege, I desire to state now that the Com- 
nittee on Printing will shortly submit to the 
Se nate a bill to abolish entirely the popular 
listribution of public documents; and I hope 
), it will meet the approbation of the Senate. 
yy As I am on my feet, I will say that I think 
the Postmaster General has rendered a very 
aeceptable service when he has asked the post- 





r 
T 


il as 


masters to consult the people of their vicinities | 


nm this matter. Ido not suppose that anybody 


nt to in Nebraska, I know that nobody in Rhode 
on Island, has signed such petitions unwillingly. 
ls will { do not suppose the postmaster goes with mar- 
toi allaw toe ompe | the people to sign these peti- 
Wh ions, but morely presents them to the people 
4ment and they sign or not as they see fit. It seems to 
Opi ne it isag fair ane xpression of popular opinion 
roct 8 ee are when t they y come here, 
net \ll petitions are ‘9 pretty readily. I do 

1t believe these are signed more readi ly than 
ator if others. 
npos he petition was referred to the Committee 
ent. Post Offices and Post Road 
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lertake to bring about a reform of an abuse | 


ype then he will be grateful to the Postmaster | 


| Committee on Post Offices 


| bauma; Joseph Rice and Levi Hinds, o 
| ison county, Alabama ; 


Mr. STEWART. I should like to call up 
Senate bill No. 114, to enforce the fourteenth 
amendment. It is a carefully prepared bill, 
reported by the Judiciary Committee, and is 
now on the table. I presume no one will ob- 
ject to it. I should like to call it up now and 
have action upon it. 

Mr. POMEROY. I hope we shall be al 
lowed to go through with the morning busi- 
ness. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The 
business has not yet been concluded. 

Mr. STEWART. I presume there will be 
no discussion on the bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. There are 
be introduced. 

The VICE PRESIDENT The Senator 
from Nevada asks the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 
Senate bill No. 114. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the motion cannot be entertained at this 
time. Petitions and memorials are still in 
order. 

Mr. COLE. 1 present a joint resolution of 
the Legislature of the State of California relat- 


morning 


some bills 


| ing tothe disposition of the public lands there. 


I will state in presenting this resolution that 
I offered a bill a few days ago covering the 
ground that is covered in the resolution that I 
how present. I move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BOREMAN presented the petition of 
John G. Arnold and others, of Jacksonville, 
West Virginia, praying for the abolition of the 
franking privilege ; which was referred to the 
g and Post Roads. 

Mr. SP ENCER presented the petitions of 
Robert W. Figg, of Madison county, Alabama ; 
John M. Powers, of Tuscumbia, Colbert county, 
Alabama; L. It. Davis, of Limestone, Ala- 
f Mad- 
and Robert B. Lind 


say, of Tuscumbia, Colbert county, Alabama, 


| praying to be relieved from their political dis- 


abilities; which were referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

Mr. FOWLER presented the petition of 
Catharina Hunter, of Charleston, Iennessee, 
praying to be allowed a pension; which was 


referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


He also presented the petition of George H. 
Morgan, Thomas H. Butler, Austin H. Morgan, 
Daniel M. Morgan, William Hawkins, William 

McCue, Job M. Morgan, of Gainesboro, 
Tennessee, praying for the removal of their 
political disabilities ; which was referred to the 


select Committee on the Removal of Political | 


Disabilities. 
Mr. WARNER. 


I present the petition of 


| the president and managers of the Industrial 


Home School of W ashington, praying that a 


portion of the money that may be appropriated || 


for the relief of the poor of the District may 


| be given to them to carry on the work com- 


menced. I will state that, inmy judgment, they 


have adopted the true system of charity, which 


is to enable poor people to find work rather 
than giving actual alms. I ask that the memo- 
rial be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Alabama desires this petition to be reported to 
the Senate. The Chair hears no objection, and 
the Secretary will report it. 

The Secretary read the petition, as follows: 
To the honorable membera of the Senate 

un Congresa assembled : 


We, the managers of the Industrial Home Schvol, 
petition you for a portion of the money that may be 


| appropriated by you for the relief of the poor of the 


them to carry on the work com- 
meng ed. We organized in Decembvur, 1857, a school 
for the poor children of the District, and sine » that 
time it hi as been sustained only by the most un remit 
ting and persevering efforts We give a substantial 
diane sr daily, clothing as it ‘is noeded, and homes to 
‘homeless, as far as our limited means will permit. 
“| wo wi risk ps are connected with the 


District to enable 
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culty. 


| relief doled out in suffix 


| to the 


chool, 


56] 


Ww here these children | nay © an oppc ortunil yto learn 
useful trades. At the “ paper-shop”’ ‘ 
stantly a large amount of work 
over nine years of age, 


there is con 
suita ble for childre 
such as oyster-boxes, prizc 
candy boxes, cigar-cases, &e. ; also ac arpenter- 10D 
in which we have a turning-lathe, 
variety of wood-work is made. 

The shops earn enough to pay the superintendent 
but the expenses for teacher, rent, clothin 
housekeeping have been met with the greate 





where a gf 


We think the should be taucht to y 
rather than to live in idleness, receiving temp 
sient quantities to kee t 
from starvation without affording any real ¢ 
Charity bestowed in this way is demoraliz 
low class of poor are contented to pasutvel: y Wa 
idleness, and have often been known to refuse wo; 
when offered them, and we have repeated! 
great trouble to persuade tho parents to allow 
children to work. 

We pay all those that work two cents an hou 
clothing. We have had an average of fifty pu 
during the cold weather, and we pees they | 
come trom the most degraded and destitute hom« 


poor 











possible to imagine. If your honorable body 
ap point a committ i »investigate the merits of « 
institution we fe el s re we shall not be refused, a 
unless we can receive some substantial encouras 
ment, the work must hee 4 bandoned. 


Managers. 


Pre: l ient, H. D. Cooke. 

First Vice President, A. M. Gancew 
Second Vice President, A. B. Atkins. 
Secretary and Treasurer, William L. 
Mrs. H. W. Blackford. 

Mrs. A. M. Gangewer. 

Mrs. M. H. Doolit 

Mrs. J. E. Nourse. 

Mrs. Robert Phipps. 


Mr. WARNER. I move the reference of 
this petition to the Committee on the District 


W alle 


of Columbia. 


The motion was agreed to. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. COLE, it was 
That the petition and papers of John A 
Sutter be taken from tho files of the 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 
On motion of Mr. ROBERTSON, it wa 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of Charl 
A. Pitcher be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Commitice on Claims. 
On motion of Mr. CHANDLER, it wa 
Ordered, That the petition of Walter Crane be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate and referr: 
to the Committee on Publie Lands. 
On motion of Mr. THAYER, it was 
That the petition of Mrs. Afia M. Rob! 


y Robak 10, widow of F. Robaldo, asking to be paid 
lestroyed by American troo} 


for certain property ds 
commanding officer in 


On motion of 
Ordered, 


penate and 


Ordered 


in Mexico by order of their 
the late war with Mexico, be taken from the files: 
the Senate and referred to the Committee on Claim 
REPORT OF A COMMITTEE. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The ere e on - 
ree ys to whom was referred the bill | 

. No. 419) allowing parties in certain case 
to testify, which provides that the laws of th 


| several States forthe time being wherein United 


States courts are held shall govern the United 
States courts as to the competency of witnesse 

in criminal cases, have instructed me to report 
it back adversely upon the ground that the 
committee is of opinion that it would be 
dangerous to authorize the States to prescribe 
the modes of testimony for offenses against the 
United States in the United States courts. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Unless there 
should be some dissent the bill will be re 
garded as indefinitely postponed; and it is so 


ordered. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. CARPENTER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 411) to exempt from taxation the ‘Taylor 
Orphan Asylum, in the State of Wisconsin ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred 
the Committee on Finance, and ordered to | 
printed. 

Mr. WILSQN asked, and by unanimous co: 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint res 
lution (S. R. No. 98) to authorize the Secreta: 
of the ‘Treasury to issue an American registe: 
bark Live Oak; which was read twic 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Com 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NYE. la leave to introduce a bill 
vithout pre vious notice for the relief of 


sam 
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ucl Adams, to accompany the papers that [ | 


introduced this morning; and I desire to have | 


it read and referred to the same committee, 
the Committee on Claims. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 412) to pay Samuel 
Adama for services rendered in exploring the 
Colorado river and its tributaries; which was | 
‘ead by its title, referred to the Commit- 
tee ou Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. OSBORN asked, and by unanimous | 


twice 


cousent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. |; 
No. 413) granting lands to aid in the construc- || 


tion of certain railroads in the State of Florida; | 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered | 
to be printed. , 

Mr. HARRIS asked, and by unanimous | 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 414) declaring the construction of an 
act to incorporate the National Theological 
Institute, approved May 10, 1866, and also an 
act to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act to in- 
corporate the National Theological Institute, 
and to define and extend the powers of the 

ime,’’ approved May 2, 1867; which was read 

wice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. ROSS asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
415) granting lands to the State of Kansas to 
aid in the construction of the St. Louis, Law- 
rence, and Denver railroad and telegraph line ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to eapenees a bill (S. No, 416) 
to provide for a building at Topeka, Kansas, 
for a post office, land office, court-room, and 
revenue oflices; which was read twice by its 
title. 

Mr. ROSS. I move that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads, and printed. 

rhe VICE PRESIDENT. Such bills have 
senerally been referred to the Committee on 
\ppropriations. Does the Senator desire it 
to go to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads ? 

Mr. ROSS. No, sir; let it go to whatever 
is the most appropriate committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Atthe suggestion 
of the chairman of the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads these bills have gen- 
erally been referred to the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, and this one will be so referred 
if there be no objection, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. ROSS also asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 99) for the extension of the 
Union Pacifie railroad, southern branch, and 
for a grant of land to aid in the construction 
thereof; which was read twice by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Task leave, without pre- 
vious notice, to introduce a joint resolution, 
and I desire to submit with it a memorial and 
wertain papers. I move that the joint resolu- 
tion be read, printed, and referred, with the 
accompanying papers, to the Committee on 
Port Ollices ana Post Roads. 

‘There being no objection, leave was granted 


fo introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 100) | 


| 


'| busi.ess of the Senate. 
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There being no objection, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 417) granting lands 
to the State of Kansas to aid in building the 
Republican Valley railroad and telegraph ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. FERRY asked, and by unanimous con- 


|, sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


418) to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act to pro- 
mote the progress of the useful arts, and to re- 
peal all act and parts of acts heretofore made 
for that purpose,’’ approved July 4, 1836; 


_which was read twice by its title, referred to 


| the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. TRUMBULLasked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 419) to expedite the settlement of con- 
tests among settlers on the public lands, and 


| for other purposes ; which was read twice by 
| its title. 


jor the relief of Chauneey M. Lockwood; which || 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- |, 


snittee on Post Offices and Post Roads, and 
ordered to be printed, 


Mr. POMEROY. 


a bill, which I bave received from a citizen of | 
my State, relating to the same line of rail- | 
road that my colleague bas introduced a bill for. | 
My custom has been to introduce any bill that | 
may be sent to me,.so that all parties interested | 
may be fairly heard before the committee, and | 
with that view I introduce this bill. 


I ask leave to introduce |) 


i 
} 
j 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I am a little at a loss 

| as to what committee that bill should be re- 
ferred; but as it will make a change in the 
| mode of determining controversies in regard 


to lands among settlers, I think it had better |; 
| go the Committee on Public Lands, in the first | 


| instance at any rate. It provides for transfer- 


| ring these contests to the courts, and I think | 


it should be considered first, at any rate, by the 
| Committee on Public Lands; and I move it be 
so referred and printed. 
the bill is drafted by a third party and handed 
to me, and I do not feel committed to its pro- 
visions at all. 


Mr. POMEROY. 


Does it change the exist- 


to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 


| to be printed. 


PRIVATE BILL DAY. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 


Senate resolutions to present the morning hour 
business is exhausted. 

‘Mr. WILLEY. I offered an order the other 
day which I should be glad to have taken up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
| West Virginia calls up the order submitted by 
him on the 14th instant, which will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Ordered, That every Friday during the present ses- 
sion of the Senate, after the morning hour, be set 
| apart for the consideration of business coming from 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, the Com- 
mittee on Claims, andthe Committee on Patents and 
the Patent Office, in the order in which said com- 
mittees are herein named. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope my friend from 
| West Virginia will not object to an amend- 
ment which I propose to make to that order ; 
and that is, to insert in the proper place, say 
second on the list, the Committee on Pensions. 
My friend from West Virginia is aware that a 
great many private pension bills have to be 
reported where the widows and orphans are 
in necessitous circumstances, and which really 
ought to be considered immediately; and [ 
think that can be done without injury to the 
I therefore propose 
to add the Committee on Pensions after the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WILLEY. I do not object to that, 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I hope the Senator from 
West Virginia will not object to an amend: 
ment adding the Committee on Private Land 
Claims at the end of the resolution, so that 





if there is time the business of that commit- | 


tee may also be considered. 
Mr. WILLEY. I do not object to that. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands there is no objection, and the twocom- 


—mitéees will be added as indicated. 


Mr. CONKLING. [should like to hear the 
order reported again. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, 
ported as modified. 


It will be re- 


I wish to say that | 


ing law ? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. It would change the | 
existing law. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Itwill be referred | 





January 19. 


The Secretary read as follows: 


Ordered, That every Friday during the pre 
session of the Senate, after the morning hour, he 
apart for the consideration of business coming fre, 


the Committee on the District of Columbj ’ 
mittee on Pensions, the Committee on Cla Coe 


Committee on Patents and the Patent Office, and the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, in the order j 
which said committees are herein named. _— 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question j 
on agreeing to the orderas modified. 
Mr. HOWE. I think the first commit. 
named there should be omitted. 
Mr. HAMLIN. That is more importan; 
| than all the rest put together. vY 
Mr. HOWE. That is not so certain: jy; 
| if it were true I should still be inclined to think 
it ought to be omitted. The business of th, 
District of Columbia has generally been takey 
Up. at times agreed upon beforehand, when th, 
'| officers of the District could be present, and » 
series of days have been devoted to the eon. 
|| sideration of that business. I do not know 
|| that it makes any difference to the Senate—j; 
certainly does not to me—if it is more cop. 
|| venient for the Senate to have a specified day 
| for that business. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
practice. 
| Mr. HOWE. Not for that committee. 
,; Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, it was. 
|| Mr. HOWE. Well, I shall not object. 
| Mr. CONKLING. The objection which | 
| 


2 nt 








That was the former 


|| see to this order is diminished by every com. 
|| mittee that is added to it, and for this reason: 
} if a private bill day is established here thos 
|, who have been in other bodies where there are 
|| private bill days will not be taken by surprisi 
| when they find a large portion of the Senate 
engaged on those days in doing something be- 
|| sides attending to legislative business. The 
|| morning hour on Friday expires and every 
|| Senator whose committee is not by any poss! 
bility to be called, or rather whose committee 
is not to report, and the business of whose com- 
| mittee is not to be considered on that day, ani 
| who feels no special responsibility or interest 
in these private bills, will in a certain sense 
deem himself absolved from the obligation to 
attend and the obligation to act. Thus, fix such 
an order as you may, it is to operate as a license 
of absenteeism to a considerable part of the 
body, while the residue of the body, including 
all Senators who especially are interested in 
the matters to be considered, willremain for the 
| purpose of transacting business. I appreciate 
| entirely the wish of Senators to have some fixed 
| time when business which by reason of its not 
| having that general public character interesting 
| to all is likely to be ignored can be considered; 
| but I doubt very much whether we are not pro: 
| ceeding from bad to worse by establishing a day 
which, in the language of this order, shall be 
given up exclusively, for that is to be the effec: 
of it, after the morning hour, to certain kinds 
of business. Ifthe order were that on that day 
it should be in order always to move to proceed 
to the consideration of this business—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘That is in order now. 

Mr. CONKLING. I know it is in order 

now; but what I mean is, if the order were 
| such that the chairmen of these committees 
|| would have preference with their motions tha! 
| would be a milder form of this proposition: 
|| but if I understand the effect of the order pro 
| posed itis to devote absolutely Friday, afier 
the morning hour, to these limited and excep: 





tional classes of business. I do not wish to 
object to it except so far as my suggestion con- 
stitutes an objection; but 1 make it hoping 
| the Senate will consider whether it is wise. 
| Mr. WILLEY. I cannot reply as I think 
I might to the remarks of the Senator trom 
New York if we are to vote on the order be- 
| fore oneo’clock. My experience has been that 
| we have spent more time in efforts, and mos' 
| frequently vain efforts, to interject these pr 
vate bills in the regular order of business than 
| it would have taken legitimately to dispose 0! 
them. Ican hardly suppose that it is true thet 
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sepators would purposely absent themselves 
nen legitimate business is before the body. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
n agreeing to the order as modified. 


The ¢ rder, as modified, was adopted. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


, message from the House of Representa- 
yes. by Mr. MePuersoy, its Clerk, announced 
nat the House had passed the concurrent res- 
ion of the Senate for the appointment of 
, joint committee to inquire into the present 
wvetem of ventilating the Halls ofthe two Houses 
Congress, With an amendment, in which the 
y»neurrence of the Senate was requested. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


‘The message also announced that the Speak- 
er of the House had signed the following en- 
olled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
hy the Vice President: 


'! 


| to act intelligently upon the subject. 
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to him the result of their investigation simply 
to inform his mind. 

Nobody is to be tried by him; nobody is to 
be punished ; but General Terry, having many 
duties to perform, was unable personally to 
make the investigation in smo to the pro- 
priety of allowing these men to take the oath 
and take seats in the Legislature, and he ap- 
pointed certain military officers to take the 
evidence, not to try these men or to punish 
them, but simply to inform him of the result 
of their investigations so that he would be able 
That, I 
am informed, is the whole matter. General 
Terry would have performed this duty himself 


|| if he had had the time or the means within his 
| own reach. His action was simply like that of 
the President of the United States employing 


“A bill (H. R. No. 790) repealing so much of | 


the act of August 8, 1846, as declared the Des 
Moines river, in the then Territory of lowa, a 
public highway; 

A bill (H. R. No. 861) making appropria- 
tions to defray the expenses of the Committee 
on Banking and Currency incurred in pursu- 
ance of investigations ordered by the House of 
Representatives ; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 238) relating to retired 
ofticers of the Army. 

STATE CF VIRGINIA. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning hour 


| ing to do. 


one of his secretaries or clerks to collect in- 
formation upon which the President should 
decide some matter or take some action. 

Mr. NORTON. Mr. President, my recol- 
lection of the reconstruction laws so far as 
the power of these military commanders is 
involved was that they should give certificates 
of election to the persons elected, and that 
the qualifications of those persons, their eligi- 
bility, was a matter with which he had noth- 
It was for the Legislature itself to 


| determine upon the qualifications and the eli- 


having expired, the bill ack R. No. 783) to | 


admit the State of Virginia to representation 
in the Congress of the United States is before 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, the 
pending question being on the amendment of 
the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Epmunps, ] 
ipon which the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. 
Norton ] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. NORTON. Mr. President, when I gave 
way yesterday for the motion to adjourn I was 
referring to the fact that there was now in 
Georgia a military commission called by order 


{ 


of the commander of that district to pass upon 


and determine the eligibility of members elected | 


to the House of Representatives of that State. 


(he Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Epmunps, ] | 


interrupting, informed me and the Senate that 


} 


for it, as he had very good reason to know. I 


did not refer to it for the purpose of placing | 
the responsibility upon anybody; nor did I do | 


it for the purpose of charging upon the party 
dominant here or the Administration that by 
their authority and by virtue of the power of 
the Administration this thing was being done ; 
but I referred to it for the purpose of calling 
the attention of the Senate and the country to 
the fact that such an outrage, unparalleled in 
the history of any free government, was being 
perpetrated, and that the Senate of the Uni- 


there was nobody in Washington responsible | 


ted States and the Administration, the Com- | 
mander-in-Chief of the armies and navies of || 


the country, and the General of the Army, 
permitted that thing to be done. 

Mr. MORTON. Will my friend from Min- 
nesota allow me to make a statement ? 

Mr. NORTON. Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator from Minne- 
suta is laboring under a mistake growing ont 
of a telegraphic dispatch which atated that 
General Terry had organized a military com- 
mission to try persons who had taken the oath 
prescribed by the late act for the reconstruction 
of Georgia. I am prepared to state to the 
Senate what the facts are in regard to it. By 
the terms of that bill and of the reconstruction 
acts the military commander is to pass and 
determine upon the qualifications of te who 
are to take seats inthe Legislature. The ques- 
tion is substantially referred to him; and for 
the purpose of preventing persons from taking 
the oath who are not qualified to take the oath. 
‘o preventthem from committing perjury, Gen- 
eral Terry simply appointed certain military 
officers to take evidence and to communicate 


| gibility of the members elected. 


The duty of 
General Terry was performed and discharged 
when he gave the certificate of election. Of 
course that is not conclusive upon the eligi- 
bility of the member any more than is the cer- 
tificate of the clerk of a court ordinarily as to 
the election of 2 member of the Legislature. 
But now when these men, having their certifi 
cates given to them as members-elect, come to 
ask for their seats in the body to which they 
are elected the military commander orgau- 
izes a commission to determine whether they 
are eligible to seats in that body! 

That is what I complain of; and | do not 
say that anybody here is responsible for its 
being done, that anybody here has given au- 
thority or power to this man to do this; but I 
do say that the President of the United States 
and the General of the Army ought to have 
inquired of this military commander, of this 
General Terry, by what right he assumed to 
interfere with the civil administration of the 
State of Georgia; by what right and by what 
authority he organized a military commission 
to pass upon the eligibility of members elected 
to the Legislature of that State. You author- 
ized an election, and they had one agreeably 
to your laws; they elected members of the 
Legislature ; and when they have done that 
this military commander steps in and under- 
takes to inquire as to the qualifications of the 
men elected to the Legislature. Sir, I said, 
and I say again, it is unbecoming the Senate of 


| the United States while such things are going 


on to be discussing the propriety of attaching 
fundamental conditions to the admission of a 
State. 

The Senator from Indiana [Mr. Morroy | 
has made anexplanation of what the facts are, 
and doubtless those are the facts ; but there is 
enough in the dispatches we have read in the 
papers to put the Congress of the United States 
upon inquiry ; and those Senators who claim 
to be so zealous in the cause of liberty and so 
anxious and desirous to protect the rights of 
person and property, aud institute and organ- 
ize civil governments in these States, ought to 


| have inquired, even upon the suggestion of a 


telegraphic dispatch, by what authority an 
why this thing has been done. 

And, Mr. President, as a fitting aud legiti- 
mate sequence and consequence of your system 
of reconstruction, the telegraphic dispatches 
inform us to-day that General Ames is elected 
Senator from the State of Mississippi. A man 
who is there by virtue of his position as a yen- 
eral of the Army, not even a citizen of the State 
of Mississippi, but a military officer having con- 
trol and direction and manipulating the elec- 
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tions in that State and all its civil affairs, comes 
up to us as a Senator from the State of Missis 

sippi. I have no objection to General Ames 
or anybody else coming from that State, but | 
think the circumstance that military officer 

are permitted to control elections in certain 
States, and that after those elections the Leg: 

latures so chosen give them seats in this body 

is enough to attract the attention of the coun 

try and to put the country upon inguiry. 

But, Mr. President, I desire to call the atten 
tion of the Senate for a moment to the bill 
pending and the amendments that are pro 
posed to it or intended to be proposed. Th 
bill that we have before us and are now con 
sidering is a simple proposition from the Hou: 
of Representatives reciting that the people o 
Virginia have adopted a constitution and organ 
ized a State government and are entitled t 
representation in the Congress of the Unite: 
States. It would seem thatif Virginia by th 
organization it has effected of its State govern 
ment is entitled to recognition as a State in 
the Union that simple proposition was all that 
was necessary. If you admit the fact that Vir 
ginia has adopted a State government repub 
lican in form it would seem to follow that sh: 
is entitled to representation in the Congress o! 
the United States. But, sir, so far from that 
the Senator from Indiana proposes that th 
State of Virginia shall not have representation 
until the Legislature shall by joint resolutio: 
declare that there shall never be a particula: 
construction given to one article of its const 
tution. 

Mr. President, if the Legislature of the Stat: 
of Virginia to-day admitted, should by join 


: ’ , , 
resolution declare, that there should never 
: 


ich a construction given to that article of 1 
constitution, might not the next Legislatur 


repeal that joint resolution ? And ifthey should 
leclare by joint resolution that such a constru 
tion should never be given to that article « 
the constitution, would that be binding upor 
the people of that State so that they coul 
never thereafter change thatarticle of the con 
stitution ? 

I attach but little importance to these effort 
to impose fundamental conditions on the Stat 
of Virginia or any of the other States, becau 
I do not believe that-Congress has any right o 
any power legitimately to require such funda 
mental conditions; but I believe that placin; 
them upon this State and upon the others is on); 
calculated, as the Senator from Massachusett 
said in a resolution he once offered to thi 
body, to weaken the Union, to postpone the 
day of reconciliation and reconstruction. 

‘The Senator from Indiana also proposes to 
offer a preamble which shall recite that ‘‘ Vir 
ginia in good faith’’ has performed certain 
acts, and upon those two words ‘‘ good faith’ 
he would make depend the power of Congress 
in regard to Virginia forever hereafter. If 

‘irginia performs the conditions required, and 
afterward violates those conditions, the Sen 
ator from Indiana says that would be evidence 
that they had not complied in good faith, and 
then Congress should deal with Virginia ; it 
has power equal to the emergency. ‘hen we 
should have the power of the Congress of thi 
United States in reference to the State of Vir 
ginia depending upon the question of her good 
faith in doing a certain act; you could do with 
Virginia because of her not acting in good faith 
what you could not do with another State 
Your power in reference to Virginia would b: 
greater than in reference to another State, anu 
Congress would determine this question o 
good faith for itself; the Constitution would 
impose no limit, no restrictions upon the powe 
of Congress! Would that State, then, be 
State of this Union upon an * equal footin; 
with the other States in all respects what 
ever?”’ , 

Mr. President, lcertainly am notine yodition 
with any comfort to myself, to say a much a 
should like to do; and it must be very disagres 
able tothe Senate to hear one attempt 1 








i 
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with so much difficulty. But I wish to call the 
attention of the Senate to the condition that it is 
in by reason of its system of reconstruction. | 
know that you have gone so far into the stream 
that it would seem even more dangerous to 
return than to go over. But, sir, in my judg- 
ment, there is no solution of this problem of re- 
construction except in returning. Come back. 
As the Senator from Massachusetts might say, 
i entreat, I appeal, | beg the Senate to come 
back into the ancient ways; come back to the 
Constitution; it is the ark of our safety as a 
people and as a nation. Come back to the 
principles that underlie our whole system of 
government and underlie all free governments, 
and without an adherence to which no free 
government can subsist or can live. Come 
back to them, get into the ancient ways, con- 
form your legislation to your Constitution, your 
fundamental law; conform your legislation to 
the principles of free government; ay, con- 
form it to the traditions of our Government, 
and then weshall have reconciliation and peace 
and prosperity. And, sir, you never, never 
will have restoration and reconciliation and 
peace and strength, never an enduring Union, 
until you do that. 


Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I understand | 


this bill has not been committed to any com- 
mittee of the Senate. I now move that it be 
referred t othe Committee on the Judiciary, for 
the purpose of having the whole question thor- 
oughly examined. Let the parties on both sides 
have a fair hearing and let us have the facts 
reported, and perhaps a bill can in a few days 
be brought in here under such circumstances 
that we can all act together. I think we had 
better refer it to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary and let them examine the subject and 
make a report to us. 

Mr. CONKLING. Examine what subject, 
if the Senator pleases? 

Mr. WILSON. Petitions are brought here 
by gentlemen who state that they desire a hear- 
ing and have had none. They say that they 
have certain facts which they desire to present, 
and Senators have stated some of those facts 
here. Statements have been made on this 
floor that I think ought to be examined by the 


committee. Let Governor Walker and his 


friends on the one hand go before the com- 
mittee, and let those on the other side ge. Let 
the committee give both sides a fair hearing 
and report the facts, and perhaps with their 
skili and ingenuity they can in a few days give 
us @ bill in which we can all unite and which 
can be passed to the satisfaction of everybody. 
i think, therefore, we had better refer this bill 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CONKLING. May linquire of the Sen- 
ator to. mention one fact which has appeared 
here? He alludes to facts, and there are 
such, doubtless; but will he be kind enough 
to remind me of one fact which has been 
brought in here ia ignorance of which the 
committee acted? 

Mr. WILSON. Ido not know that any facts 


have been brought in here that the committee | 


did not really and fully understand. The com- 


mittee, no doubt, had a thorough knowledge | 
of the whole matter. All I say is, that we 


have had a memorial presented here, signed 
by certain gentlemen of Virginia, stating cer- 


tain things and asserting their ability to show | 


certain facets. I do net know now what those 
factsare. T’acts have been stated by Senators 


on the floor. I think it would be well to have | 


this committee examine all these facts and 


make a report to us on the subject. Lhope | 


ike committee will be able to frame a bill on 
which we can all unite. We all know that 
Virgigia is to come in; the only question is 
upon what terms and conditions she ought to 
come in. Z make this motion in no factious 
spirit, but with @ view of having this question 
settled to the satisfeection of all concerned, if 
possible, and for the éadéety of the country. 
Mr. STEWART. I suggest to the Senator 
‘rom Massachusetts that if he will withdraw 


that motion for an hour or two we may pass 
the bill this afternoon. 
Mr. SUMNER. It is impossible. 


Mr. WILSON. I am willing to take up the | 
other bill if the Senator from Nevada desires | 


to do so. 

Mr. POMEROY. I suggest to the Senator 
from Massachusetts that we refer this bill to a 
special committee. We once hada committee 
that was organized with special reference to 


this question, of which, I think, the Senator | 
from Michigan [Mr. Howarp] was chairman, | 


but that committee has not been revived in this | 
Congress. While I regard the Committee on | 
the Judiciary as the ablest and probably the || 


best we have in the body, still it is not a com- 
mittee organized for this character of business. 
The other House has a Committee on Recon- 
struction, and there is no reason why we should 
not have one in the Senate. Mississippi and 


‘Texas and other States are soon to be here; | 


and I think there should be a committee organ- 
ized in this body with special reference to this 
question—a temporary one of course, to last 
only during this session. I thought the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts would move for a 
select committee to be appointed by the Pre- 
siding Officer of the body, to consider not only 
this bill but the other bills of this character 
that are soon to be presented to the Senate. I 
hope the Senator will accept the suggestion 
I make, or I shall move to amend his motion. 

Mr. STEWART. It is, to say the least, 
rather refreshing, after the Committee on the 
Judiciary has had the consideration of these 
matters for the last two years, to propose to 
have a special committee and to give it special 
jurisdiction on account of the defective organ- 
ization of our committee. “We certainly want 
a vote of the Senate on that suggestion before 
we consent to it. 

Mr. POMEROY. I think it was no reflec- 
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tives of the different political parties in y;, 
ginia appeared before the House committe, 
they have published the results of their inyes 
gation to some extent under the direction of. 
sub-committee, publishing all they thought, 
any importance; and it is laid on our ta}, 
in a public document. We have the repo, 
of General Canby; we have communicati,,. 
from the Executive and from the various J), 
partments of all the facts connected with 
organization of the State of Virginia in doe, 
ments covering some two hundred printed pay, 
or more. The Committee on the Judicia; 
have had this matter before them, and now | 
is proposed to recommit it to inquire into 4), 


| facts. What facts? Is a great measure |}\ 


this to be recommitted at the suggestion ,; 
every individual who comes up and says ¢)y, 
election in Virginia was not fair? Are we }, 
go into the examination of the election whic), 
took place in Virginia? When would this ey, 
It would never end. 

I suggest that it is not the business of th. 
Judiciary Committee or of any other com 
mittee to listen to the arguments that may | 
offered and the speeches that may be made }) 
the two hundred and odd thousand voters jj 
Virginia in reference to their respective dis. 
tricts. If they have any facts to submit why 
do they not submit them? Let them be guj) 
mitted in writing in a tangible form. Is ; 
expected that committees of this body are j 
go down into Virginia or are to sit here in thi 
Capitol to listen to the arguments and speeci 


| that may be made? 


tion on the Judiciary Committee that we did || 


have such a special committee session after 
session. We had the Judiciary Committee or- 
ganized as it now is at that time, and a com- 


mittee that no member would reflect upon in | 


any way; but this class of business was com- 
mitted to a special committee, and I do not sup- 
pose anybody felt reflected upon by that. 

Mr. STEWART. Lam happy to be informed 
that the Senator from Kansas did not regard 


| it as any reflection. 


Mr. POMEROY. Notby any means. There 
are several States yet to come into the Union, 
and [ think it is very appropriate that a com- 
mittee organized with reference to that par- 
ticular question should have charge of this bill. 

Mr. WILSON. Ido not think it worth while 
to modify the motion. This committee, it is 
true, have made a report that we do not all of 
us concur in; but I take it that the members 
of the committee, like the rest of us, are dis- 


| posed to do what is fair and right. I think they 


ought not to resist the reference, but let the 
bill go tothem that we may have a report from 
them on the subject. 1 do not wish to say or 
do anything that shall appear to any of the 
members of the committee to be a reflection in 
any degree on their past conduct in this mat- 
ter. I know how staunch they are in all the 
measures they bring in, how pertinaciously 
they press them, but I hope in this case this 
bill will be allowed to go to the committee. 


What are the facts? The Senator from Ney 
York {Mr. Conxi1nc] has called upon the Sey 
ator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wrison] wh: 
makes this motion for one single fact stated 
by anybody that needs to be investigated, and 
the Senator is unable to give one. Now, sir, 
if this matter is to be recommitted I trust i: 
will go to a select committee and not to t! 
Committee on the Judiciary. But I beg : 
remind the Senator from Kansas that not on 
bill in regard to the admission of a recov 
structed State ever came from any other con 
mittee than the Judiciary Committee of |! 


| body, and the only bill in regard to reco 


Mr. STEWART. I believe every member | 
'| Senator from Michigan; I refer now to t! 


of the Judiciary Committee is satisfied that he 
has discharged his duty so far as investigating 


this case is concerned; that he has made as | 


full and fair an investigation as he thinks can 
throw any light upon it. I believe that is the 
opinion of every member of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I can see 
no earthly object in referring this matter to 
the Judiciary or any other committee. The 
subject has been under consideration for a long 
time. ‘lhe Senator from Massachusetts must 
be aware that in the House of Representatives 
an investigation took place: the representa- 


struction that ever came from any other cou 
mittee was when we had the joint committ 
of the two Houses, and who reported the fi: 


‘act that was passed, or, perhaps, it was | 


fourteenth amendment. ‘fhe Senator frou 
Michigan [Mr. Howarp] had charge of tl 
fourteenth amendment from the joint commit 
tee of fifteen. But all the bills in regard to th 
admission of reconstructed States have com 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, and s 
have all the reconstruction measures excey 
the first act, which I think was reported by 


| the committee of thirteen. [am not quite sure 


about that, but I think it was reported by that 
committee. 
Mr. SUMNER. No; a special committe: 
Mr. TRUMBULL. There was a specis 
committee on which the Senator from Massa 
chusetts, the Senator from Michigan, an 


| myself were placed. 


| the late Senator from Maine (Mr. Pessen 


| fourteenthamendment. Thethirteenth amen 


Mr. POMEROY. The Senator must be avai 


was chairman of that committee. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir; butonaccouw 
of ill health or some other reqson that pa: 
ticular measure was placed in charge of tt 


ment came from the Committee on the Jud 
ciary. ‘The Senator from Vermont [Mr. I 
MUNDS ] reminds me—I had forgotten—how tha 
particular committee was made ups bat we ®: 
recollect the fact that there was a sub-committ¢ 
that was made up on which certain member 


were placed. 


Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from Ohio 
{Mr. Suerman] was chairman. 
Mr. CONKLING. That was a cauens com: 


mittee. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Perhaps it was a caucus 
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mittee; ‘it Was a committee, at any rate, 

took charge of that matter. That was 

ve way the first reconstruction bill came here. 

n ( ‘yn regard to the matter that is now under 

ht jeration | can see no earthly object in 
‘a mmitting it to any committee. 


now | wish to appeal to the Senate, if 
uti , get the ear of Senators, that we make 


Virginia question. | 


tion of this 





i ld | ave been very glad to have replied to 

] hings that have been said on this floor 
pac debate with regard to this question. I 
( man of the obje ctions that have been 
Ss oe : 4 rered: but ae 

ON lo are very easily answered; but I have 
xed from doing so because I was anxious 


ae ial ' rc 
me to a decision upon the question. 


\) ut Pr 
Ul ir. 4 


esident, there are pressing here various 


asures. Here is the bill to enforce the four- 





We enth amendment of the Constitution ; that 
Wl ] » | taken up and pre mptly passed, 
the bill in regard to eee ee 

rt jurisdiction of the Supreme Court 

certain ca . Tae teat he tae up and 
cor nromptly passed; I tried to have it passed 
MLy re the reeess, but without success. The 
1c¢ ( e on Finance have reported a bill 
er ire anxious to have considered. 
411 this pul business is pressing upon us, 
it d some of these measures are urgent; and 
e § t day after day we go on with this discussion 
| regard to Virginia. [| thought when we 

are adiourned over from IT’riday we had come to 





n understanding that we should take the vote 


, n Monday last. 





af \T 1) \ my : } } 

fr, POMEROY that is what ! thought; 
n is { Senator voted to lay that bill on the 
yy Mr. TRUMBULL. Now the Senator trom 
sta Kansas says I voted to lay that bill on the table. 








d, a | did not suppose the understanding was that 
were to vote on the bill in the precise form 
tr which it was here at the time the agreement 
t made. [thought the question upon which 
beg were to vote was in regard to the admis- 
n of Virginia. It was that subject, as | 
ki l, on which we were to vote; but 
r ¢ ther Senators seem to have understood it dif- 
yf rently, and | would have no mis unt lerstand- 
r ng with my brother Senators, and did not in- 
r as I th ought was the unde rstanding, that 
in should vote at four o’clock on Monday 
he { upon this question. I never understood when 
a the proposition was made that we were to vote 
ipon the subject under consideration, that we 
of t were confined to the Senate billas it stood or 
ym io amendments to the Senate bill. When this 
1 tot bill came over from the House on lriday J 
» CO! nyself called it up and stated at the time that 
and f the Senate were fuli I would move to sub- 
eX titute it then for the Senate bill. 
ted Mr. EDMUNDS. That was before the 
te s inderstanding. 
by Mr. TRUMBULL. That was before the 
nderstanding ; and hence the understanding 
mitt vas made with a knowledge of that fact before 
spe the understanding was had. After the House 
Mas bill was received I moved to take it up; it was 


a aken up; it was read, read at length; and | 
hen stated tothe Senate that if the body were 
ay full I would move at that time to take that bill 


end up, and the Senator from Vermont objected to 


that. His objection was that the Senate was 
e not full and that the motion ought not to be 
at pa made. Jt was not made at that time. We 
of tl afterward had an int derst anding to vote upon 
to the question of Virginia, and then it, was in- 
men sisted by some who were opposed to the admis- 
=» Ju ion of Virginia in the shape we had it. or per- 
7 haps in any shape, as I understand some Sen- 
et ators are, that the understanding was not 
wi applicable vy hen we took up the House bill in 
mi eu of the Senate bill on the same subject. 
wn! Now that has passed —— 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish toask the Senator 
«4 ‘rom Llinois, with hig permission, which bill 
was that he expected the Senate to v vote upon 
— hen we had understanding last Friday 
ght? 
in Mr. TRUMBULL. It was my expectation 
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that we would take upthe House 1 


und vote 
upon it. 

Mr. KLDMUNDs \\ by did not the Senator 
from Llinois mention something of that kind in 
the remarks that he made, whic! he will look 


at the Globe, he ‘ 


had 


1d related to the billwe 


ill fin 


hen before 


is his expecta 
tion, ought he not to have told us so, that we 
might have acted unders 1din ah 
Mr. TRUMBULI I did not an nate that 
there would be any such objection. lhad not 
the foresi¢ht to see that there would be. I did 
not suppose that any mem of th Senate 
ld attempt to interpose a single objectior 
to the reading of the bill 


i 
ssaeeaiialaiaee I 
subject | 


supposed that ‘the wol ld | come up ant 
t 








we would act upon it. That was my under- 
standing; but others understood it differ nily. 
fam not finding fault with anybody; I am 
( ly appealin to ti sel if 1 « t their 
act ion, to k them cannot comet i 
de ( on on h ] I Lue tl d le it li a 
ni ty of the Sens believes that Virginia 
i entitled to representation, if after all that 
has occurred, and after she has complied with 
the requiremet 

truggling for 


other Stat 

ple are dislo; 
press 

nizea as a 


our acts ant 








be it so. Why, sir, our reconstruction laws 
¥ ‘ : Snes Sto 6 ain 
allowed every man to vote in those State: 


5 
whether he had been arebel or not: we allowed 
men to hold office whether they had been rebel 





or not, if they did not come within the exelu 
ion of the fourteenth amendment. 

Mr - POMEROY. l am sorry to we did 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator ft Kan 
as says he is si rry to «no Well ir, we 
passed the reconstruction la with the ex 

pectation that rebels would t 1 tl 
formation ot the gover ments which were to 
be establi hed in t se St $ We new 
it. And now, when they have don », is it 
any objection to the admission of the State that 
persons Who were ont repveis took part t And 
he Cc Wt L\ di iSsi1on | the | ras t » the 
person who is elected Governor in the State of 
Iam not his logist nor his de- 





} fe siete SORA f hs * hit in 
L know but very little of him; but, sir, 
ve confirmed to oflice men 


} 1 4 
ae spe echnes that 


who not only ma 
tionable, but men who shot our brothers in the 
field, men who marshaled armies against us and 
fought us. Is it the understanding of the Sen- 
ate that nobody who was engaged in the rebel- 
lion is to take part in the formation of the new 


were opjyec- 


rovernments? It is a new r understanding if if 
is. Why, sir, the war is over, and it is time 
that we came to some decision in reg sod to thi 


matter. 
ident 


te .& a 
. a} } ° ie ? ' * ° 4 : 
further than I intended to go, because 1 did no 
intend to take up any time in making any 





: ore 3 1’ sh, 
rits of this question. All the 
to express the hone that this 


referred to an 


marks on the me 
I rose to say was 
bill would not Se 
and least of all 
ciary Commi 


y committee, 


e OF * the 


Senate 











Senate aie take action upon it, such action 
as the Senate thinks proper, ¢ I shall be 
atisfied with it. I am very clear in my own 
course ¢ h | ought to vote, : 1] pre 
sume every other Senator is » himse 
Now, can we not go on with the Virginia bili 
and dispose of it in some way so that we may 
bring befor nate « l of publ 
interest 

Mr. SUMNER Pe h 
ator fr¢ l Illin } anxious t} the Sena 
should t k tie 1 th } i ig | so 

’ } 1 

are we { »18 colleag » | ma 
the mol i I I this b Soam I. 
We are all anx for acti ! the Sen 
ato. I l I) m { n 1s l the } 
( j i t him » I I 5 } i 
respec il L y th me ! 
action the v ron’ way: it Cryye « n to dr : 


065 


& State sul 


} 
} 
i 


smoking with rebellion. 
lis anxiety. Sir, 1 am against him on that 

point. Give me action, but give me such 

action as will sustain the liberties of this Re- 

public ane will make all safe in their rights. 

Something has been said about facts. | 
think a Senator asked on what fact we could 
ground a motion for a reference now. Am | 

aistaken, sir? Did I not hear—perhaps from 
ator from Illinois, certainly from some 
csamien of the Judiciary Committee—that 
Unionists, loyal people from Virginia, knocked 
at the door of the Judiciary Committee in order 
to entreat a hearing on this question, to set 
forth the actual condition of things in Virginia, 
and they found it was locked; and not only 
that, but the bill already reported ? 

Mr. TROMBUL L. For myself I stated 
distinctly that no such application had been 
made to my y knowledge, and I understood that 
all the othe sr members of the committee cor 
roborated my statement. 

Mr. SUMNER. Still it has been stated on 
this floor that loyalists went to the door of the 
Judiciary Committee and asked a hearing: 
they knocked and found it closed, and the bill 
was afterward reported. There is a fact. 

fr. CARPENTER. What is the fact ‘ 

Mr. SUMNER. WhatSenators have stated 
on the floor, that the door of the Judiciary 
Committee was locked when loyalists applied 
fora hearing. If it was not so, let the Senator 
correct me. 

Mr. CARPENTER. The whole Judiciary 
Committee has corrected the Senator several 
times. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
rection from one. 

Mr. CARPENTER. As to knocking at the 
door when the committee were not in session 

e do not know anything about it. They may 
have knocked all ni; YY for aught I know. 

Mr. SUMNER. [I dare say the course of 
the committee was all night to the loyalists of 
Virginia. Their course would make it all night 
to the Sta Virginia. But the question is 

lam as ‘ked f afact. Nowl giv 
‘The e lection i he Virginia 
colossal fraud. That is the fact. The 
evidences the Senate already has before it. 
The people were appealed to by the candidate 
for Governor to choose him, that through him 
they might nullify the proposed constitution 
and trample out the system of free schools in 
Virginia. That is the fraud. ‘The election 
was carried on that appeal. I challenge any 
Senator who hears me to deny it. The evi- 
dence you have before you, sir. The election 
was carried on thatappeal. ‘The people came 
forward and voted for this Governor Walker 
because they expected through him, accord- 
ing to his language, to control the State; and 


That is 


1 have not heard the cor 


te of 
of facet 
one fact. 


huece 


We ne 
as one 


what next? ‘Through him to nullify the pro- 
pe ed cons stitution, and then again through him 
to trample out the proposed system of free 
cnoois 5 

[hat is the seeret of this recent election. 
Thatis the faet. Do Senators ask fora fact? I 


» it to in 


the whole 


-a gigantic fact which bestrides 
Nobody can deny it. Let 
any Senator rise in his seat and deny the fact. 
let any member of the Judiciary Committee 
deny the fact. Let the Senator from Nevada 

ho has pushed this bill to a consummation, as 
pro-slavery measures pushed 
other days, deny the fact. 

Mr. STEWART. What fact? 

Mr. SUMNER. Well if the Senator do: 
not listen he will wait untill getthrough. ‘Th: 
Senator asks with simplicity ** What fact?’ Th: 
gigantic fraud by which the election was carr 
in Virginia on an appeal to the people to ele 
. certain candidate on his promise that, in th 


Qa 
PSLALE. 


lf have seen 





event of his election, the constitution shoul 
be nullified and the common-school syste 
trampled out. Thatis the fact; I challenge th 
Senator to meet it. | explain it av 

He has no testimony th 1 meet it. The 
2no aronment that can do it away There 
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, figautic, colossal, towering over the whole 
State, making itself manifest in this Capitol—a 
terrible fast! Senators ask for a fact; I give 
ittothem. In the face of that fact it is pro- 


posed to hurry this bill, without any inquiry, | 


s0 as to complete the sacrifice. 

Sir, [am in earnest in this matter. [ wish 
to save that great and beautiful State from the 
wicked schemes of rebels. I wish to throw 
such influence as [ may have in behalf of the 
Unionists there, whether white or black. | 
wish to throw over them the protecting wgis 
of the nation, Will you not help in that work? 
Will you hurry on this sacrifice? 

Senators ask fora fact. I have given you 
Just as I was rising to speak J received 
+, from which I will read a passage : 


one 
i. lette 


‘During all the campaign in Virginia last summei 
| never heard of a single Conservative speaker say- 
ing anything in favor of the suffrage or free-school 
organization or taxation clauses of the 


counly 
onstitution, So far from that, it was the senti- 
universally expressed by the Conservatives 
t these clauses were obnoxious and ought never 
be enforeed. On the first Monday of June, 186), 
ifon. 8. H. Shackelford, of Warrenton, made his 
peech in the court-house at Brentsville, to the fol- 


»wing effect: after a tirade of the most bitter invec- 
ves against northern settlers and the Union soldiers. 
e came to the question whether Virginians should 
te for the constitution. 
im ord e’’ 


, ' 2. 4 . ] - 
be good enough to mark this, if you piease, 


in order that they might get the power into their 


wn hands,’’ 


You will see how the whole tribe took the 
watchword and countersign from their candi- 
date for Governor 


‘that 
nda, 


they might get the power into their own 
lic said the constitution was a nullity, as it 


would be adopted under coercion, and that the Con- | 


ervative party was pledged not to enforce itsobnox- 
ious provisions, i 
language,which I think [ quote verbatim, as I made 

note of itat the time: * Why,’ said he, ‘what does 
the Radical Congresscare about constitutions? Have 
they not been trampling the United States Constitu- 
‘ion under foot ever since they had the power, and 
yon't we do the same thing with this constitution 
when Af get into power at Richmond? Of course 
ve will,’ 


* Mr. Shackelford was the nominee of the Con- 


rvatives of the seventh congressional district for | 


‘ongress, but being under disabilities finally with- 
ew in favor of Hon. Lewis McKenzie. Mr. Shack 
lford is, without doubt, the ablest man of the Con- 

rvative party in northern Virginia and a repre- 
entative of Conservative sentiment. Ishould add 
that the abovesentiment wasapplauded by acorwded 
house, and more than any egentiment advanced in 
three speec hes made that day.” 


There is a fact; Senators ask for it. Now, 
| give what I will call a petition or a prayer 


rom another Virginian, one who has received | 


trust from his State: 


‘A majority of the counties in Virginia have loyal 
majorities, and nothing but intimidation prevented 
sjrom havingaloyal majority inthe present Legis- 
If the loyal people of Virginia can be heard, 
hrough sworn testimony taken by a congressional 
omimittee, such a tale of horror, intimidation, and 


ture. 


raud will be related as will cause the loyal millions | 


fthe North to stand aghast.” 
Now, sir, here is another fact: it may not 
nterest Senators who are with whip and spur 
driving up this sacrifice ; but if there are any 
within the sound of my voice who have not 
yet entirely forgotten their obligations to the 
reedmen, I know it must interest them ; this 
from one of their faithful guardians : 
T write by urgent request ’ 
Says my correspondent— 
to tell you the story of a few teachers of treedmen 
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they find their peril postponed. The letter 


then proceeds : 

“The few brave spirits in this community who 
have quietly stood by justice have encountered 
every indignity, even to personal violence, during 
their residence here. These wait on the decision of 


Congress with a knowledge that it holds their fate | 


inits hands. We all know that ‘universal amnesty 
and universal suffrage’ granted to Virginia will 
make us martyrs or put us toflight. Our convictions 


| are caused by the action of this community last sum- 
| mer at the time of the election, when the disloyal 


felt themselves triumphant.”’ 


Then is given a sketch of some of the pro- 
ceedings at the election, which I omit, andthe 
letter proceeds: 

‘*The Southrons are good at threatening 
equally good at carrying out their threats. ‘There- 
fore we hope our friends in Congress who have our 
fate in their hands will never give us over bound 


and 


handand foot to ourown and our country’s cnemies.” |) 


I[ere is another letter, just received from 
Richmond, in which the writer sets forth, ‘‘the 
great difficulties we are laboring under to prop- 
erly impress Congress with the truth as tothe 
political and social condition of this people. 


| Permit me to suggest that a joint committee 


| evidence under oath. 
Hie urged them to do so |} 


of both Houses be chosen who shall have power 
to send for persons and papers and to take 
[f this should be done a 
state of feeling and of facts would be developed 
that would astonish the most sanguine believer 
in the loyalty of Virginia. Sir, I have seen and 
heard almost daily words and actions, since the 
present question of admitting Virginia has been 
before your honorable bodies, that would con- 


| demn three fourths of the Conservatives tothe | 
| criminal cells if justice were done.”’ 


And then followed the following |) 


Mr. STEWART. Who is the writer of that? 
Mr. SUMNER. It is a gentleman from 
tichmond. The Senator asks for his name. 
In old pro-slavery days, when it was my duty 
to expose the atrocities of slavery, the repre- 


| sentatives of slavery very often said, ‘‘ Give us | 


who have settled in an obseure region at the mouth | 


the Potomac, and to ask you if after the admis- 
ion Of Virginia there would be any protection for 
isin our work other than that the State would give. 
some have bought land to be divided for homes for 
reed people, caused schools to be builtand teachers’ 
homes. The colored people living in the windowless 
and floorless huts of the slave time could not give 
teachers homes under their roofs, Other homes were 
ealed against them on account of their vocation. 
*T should say that the poor people, whife and 
lored, just emerging from eH a. who ask the 
news hear with eager delight thet 
. poned.”’ 


theirperil is post- | 


They see that the Senate has not yet acted | 
| 


on this bill, that the sacrifice is not yet con- 
summated; and it is with eager delight that 


r 


the name.’’ Of course the giving the name 
sealed the fate of the writer of the letter. I 
did no such thing then, and I cannot do it now 
unless the Senator and those who unite with 


of Virginia should be heard on the state of the « 
tion held in this State July 6, 1869,” rt the ele: 


I did think so; I think so still, 


“T, as well as the Republicans of this co, 
agree with you, and I have spoken to some of ; 
who [ am perfectly sure will give a true 
of affairs during the election.” 

And then he mentions the names of certy; 
persons whom it would be proper to suiamo, 
as witnesses. 

Here is another, bearing date the same da, 
from a place that was once the track of batt! 
Spottsylvania Court-House. The writer gay 

‘“*T am satisfied if you knew the true situatioy ,; 
affairs herein Virginia you would excuse me for thy, 
introducing myself and addressing you. Lam q plai; 
farmer, making farming and not politics my stu, 
I came to Virginia ten years sinee. During ;{),: 
time I have been able to keep my eyes and ee 
open, but much of the time have been forced to kee, 
my mouth shut. 1 claim to have studied the cha; 
acter and disposition of the people of Virginia ,. 
carefully andas thoroughly as could with the oppo; 
tunity L have had, and J think few have had betto. 
and I do not hesitate to say that if Virginia is to j, 
admitted without the application of the test-oath ; 
those who are or may be elected to officesin the Stat. 
both State officers and members of Congress, jt w; 
be the death-blow to the peace and prosperity of thy, 
loyal people of the State. If Congress could reali, 
for amoment what the loyal people have suffer; 
for the last eleven years, and what they are «j| 
suffering from this same party who are now ap 
have so long been strenuously urging upon Congr 
the practicability and even justice of abolishing ¢}, 
test-oath, and the incalculable injury and injustice 
they are sure to encounter and suffer at their hay 
for an indefinite period to come, I am satisfied thy 
would not hesitate for a moment to insist upon th) 
test-oath as one of the conditions of her admissioy. 


Senators ask for a fact. I give them fae: 
in numbers. But, behind all, | give agai 


fain th 


Ity, 
thos. 
Statemen: 


Limo 


| great domineering fact that the election wa 

| carried by animmense, gigantic, immoral fraud 
|| It was carried by an appeal to the rebel peop! 
| throughout the State that they should take th 


control of the State and in that way nullify the 


' constitution and trample out the system of 


common schools. That is the great fact whi 
dominates over this question. Until that fac: 


is answered it is impossible for the Senate | 


him in pressing this bill to its fatal consumma- | 
tion will promise in all respects to protect this | 


faithful citizen and his associates. Let him do 
that, and then the names will all be forthcom- 
ing. 

Here is another, sir; the place from which 
this comes is Lynchburg: 


“The sentimentof the people is growing more 
bitter. Asan example, a preacher in this city, the 
yastor of one of the largest and strongest churches 
vere, in last Sabbath morning’s service from his 
pripit most bitterly denounced the Congress of the 

nited States as a pack of infamous villains, and 
kept onin astrain like that, reminding one of the old 
rebellion times. My life was threatened on my return 
in the cars byasquad of men, who took me to task for 
what I had said at Washington, and I wascompelled 
to appeal to the conductor of the train for protection. 
The sentiment of the people is growing so bitter 


| Governor recently chosen. 


roceed with the consideration of this bil! 
Jow can that fact be answered? Only by in 
quiry. Have you not been put on inquiry 
You listened yesterday to the record of th 
It was his testi 
mony against himself. Nothing by anybod 
else; only what he said himself. Out of hi 
own mouth was he condemned. You kno. 
the appeals which he made as he traversed th 
State. You know the final result of those ap 


|| peals. Now, I insist, the fact stands conspicu 
‘| ous before you and unanswerable that the 


since there is a prospect of their getting control of | 


the State’”’— 
That is the point— 


| “*that many of the colored people are leaving the 


State to escape what they believe is certainly their 
doom if the State is admitted under the control of 


| the Conservative party.’’ 


You ask for a fact. There it is. 
another, from Charlottesville : 

“We would respectfully represent’’— 

Says this writer who represents many others 
besides himself— 

“that the bill” 

I think he refers to one which I had the 
honor of introducing, proposing the test-oath 
to the Legislature, with regard to the legality 
of which { have no doubt— 

“We wonld respectfully represent that the bill is 
heartily indorsed and approved by all the good peo- 


in this portion of the State; and ifit should not 
yecome a law all the rights of the loyal citizens in 


| this Commonwealth will be trampled under foot and 


swept away by rebel rule. Itis true, as they have 
said, they will punish us in a thousand ways, and 
no law can reach them for their punishment. 

Then, again, here is other testimony from 
Culpeper Court-House : 


_“*ITsee by the papers that in a speech before the 
United States Senate you think the loyal portion 


Here is 


election was carried by an appeal which wa: 


| in itself the very worst of frauds. 


Mr. STEWART. 


I did not intend again | 


| reply to any remarks made by the Senator fron 


Massachusetts in the course of this debate. | 
is exceedingly painful to be urged and crowde’' 
and forced into a personal altercation, to | 
likened unto the slave-masters because I simp!) 
had the audacity to call for the name of th 
writer of a letter. This is not the first tim 
that the Senator has used the same kind 0! 
language tome. When, standing by my desk, 
under the direction of the Judiciary Committee. 
last February I reported in favor of the fifteent’ 
constitutional amendment and against a pé 
measure of the Senator to legislate to grav! 
suffrage, notwithstanding it was the opinion o! 
the whole country that the Constitution pre 
vented it, I was told that I had sacrificed the 
cause and done more harm than I ever cowl 
do good. I was treated in the same manne! 
during the contest for that great amendmen! 
that lam to-day. Break down Virginia no 
and that amendment is gone. 

I am accused of imitating the manner ot: 
slave-driver because I ask for the name of th 
author of a letter read here in the Senate. 
Sir, what are the privileges of this body? ! 
this a place where slander is free? Is this ® 
place where men can send anonymous letters 
to blacken the characters of their neighbors 
without responsibility, the Senator reading 
them protected by his privilege and the writer 
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18il 


protec 


ynced 





( ircunu 
anony 
being 
Hias it 
aroun! 
accou 
shall | 
mous 
uals, 
ought 
of th 
retail 
at an 
Virgil 
‘fact 
write! 
that | 
of Vi 
Sena 
charg 
‘Th 
has a 
{}line 
sat fc 
enus' 
liguil 
xpo 
unpa 
hetol 
anit 
lowll 
acts 
It m 


Lnest 


kne 
trut 
M 
M 
that 
mot 
ano 
l sa 
enti 
is tr 
evel 
Viry 
ugal 
us tl 
be € 
B 
the 
and 
one 
Wh 
hea 
we 
ele 
Lie 
hea 
the 
the 
any 
of 
WO! 
j 
esp 
Ine 
by 
Lid! 








njust 
r ha 


pon t 


yn} 
l fraud 
pe 0} 


ak - 


1nn 
} 

amet 

an 


or Ol: 
of th 
enate. 
y? | 
this : 
lette 

rh bor 
eadin: 
write! 


2% colossal fraud the tices of 


1870. 


eted because his name is unknown and 


sae ale d? Is this a forum in which to assas- 
ate character Sir, I would not under any 
cumstances in this high place read an 
onymous letter reflecting upon any human 


ng without giving the name of the author. 
sit come to this, that the privilege thrown 
nd Senators that they shall not be held 
soyntable elsewhere for their debates here 
hall be used for the purpose of reading anony- 
mous letters Which denounce not only in idivid- 
c but whole peoples, declaring that they 
cht to be in the penitentiary, and the name 
“the writers cannot be known? ‘That is 
etailed as a *‘fact’’—a fact that two thirds, or 
any, rate a large portion of the people of 
Virginia should be in the penitentiary. That 
‘fact’? is brought to us by an anonymous letter- 
writer. 1s thatthe privilege of this body? Is 
hat the way to treat men? ‘The Governor 
Virginia is denounced as a traitor by the 
senator. Is there anything to justify such a 

harge ¢ 
[he foremost man in making these charges 
is already been exposed by the Senator from 
\llinois. ‘Che record of the man Porter, who 
t for days beside the Senator from Massa- 
jusetts and inspired him with his own ma- 
guity toward these people, has already been 
5 a record of infamy which is almost 
unparalleled ; a record showing his conviction 
fore a court-martial of drunkenness, pro- 
, treasonable talk, and punishment fol- 


xposed— 


wing it. He comes here and criticises the 
‘sof others and brings charges against them. 


may be if we had the names of some of 
hese anonymous letter-writers they would 
iot figure very well. Has not the testimony 

Porter been damaged by his name being 

1own? May we not infer that the testimony 
some of these men wo ald be damaged if 
their names were known? Is it fair for the 
senate to act upon such testimony as that? I 
the testimony of a man who will not give 
name is worth nothing. Anonymous let- 
ters!’ Who has not received hundreds of them, 
hreatening letters of all kinds, and who ever 
‘new an anonymot 
ruth ? 
Ir. SUMNER. I read no anonymous letter. 
Mr. STEWART. But the assurance is given 
that the name is to be concealed. It is anon e 
mous so far as the Senate 1s cone erned ; it is 
anonymous so far as the world is concerned. 
1 say if this matter is to be investigated we are 
entitled to know who are the witnesses. ‘This 
s trifling. I do not suppose that the time will 
ever come when there cannot be nien found in 
Virginia who are willing to write bitter letters 
ugainst somebody. If we wail wa such letters 

s those cannot be paraded Virginia never can 
be admitted, 

But what are all these charges compared to 
ihe great fact that Virginia held her election 
and with a free press all over the country no 
ove ever heard then of these great frauds. 
Vhen they occurred in the South ‘elsewhere we 
heardofthem. Weheard of them in Georgia ; 
we heard of them in Mississippi at the first 
election. The papers came teeming with them. 
liere i 8 res served for the | loyalists of Virginia, 


: et ae 
s letter-writer to tell the 


is 
by 


the Se nate. 


r, to bring these charges into 

‘If there had | been dinibanens at 
£ clection, if there ha d been an unfair election 
anywhere in the Unite States when the eye 
ere upon it, something 
be en kx iOWih of i 


. s ‘ ’ 
besides, lois election 1 


i the whole counts 


Would have 


‘as beid under the 


especial guardianship of othe ers oi the Govern- 
bent; of Cie nerai Canby and officers ay ppointed 


y hita, under the direction of the Adesiniaieiy 
yt y have thi b means of knowing. 
md tuey report that all the conditions have 
‘eu complied with, an i advise the admission 
the St inatis a fact: and it is a fact 


\ 
sonsidered, that if this election is 
the United 
has more knowledge on the sub- 
her man and better means of 


THE CON 


' come 


i any terms; oa the 


(GRIES 


knowing the facts, has indorsed it. He, hav- 
ing bis military agents throughout the whole 
State reporting to him, comes before Congress 
and the world and indorses the action of Vir- 
ginia as a whole and asks Congress to admit 
her to immediate representation. 

That Senators can find individuals 
anonymous letters making these charges we 
expect; but why refer this subject back to the 
Judiciary Committee? lor what purpose ? 
'o hear the complaints of these men’? Of 
course not. ‘he Senator says it is a ** fact’ 
that somebody knocked at the door of the Ju- 
diciary Commitiee. ‘These are great fucts for 
investigation! 1 suppose it was Porter who 
knocked there when there was nobody there, 
and that made a ** fact’’ upon which to ask for 
the re-reference of this bill! 

If itis the design of the Republican party, 
which I do not believe, to keep up perpetual 
warfare ; if itis designed to have ill-feeling for 
all time; if itis designed that there never shall 
be any settlement; if it is designed that we 
shall never any more have any union or peace ; 
if it is designed that the constitutional amend- 
ment shall not be finally ratified; if it is de- 
signed that we shall not have equal rights for 
all men, | know no better way to accomplish 
that object than to introduce into this body let- 
ters denouncing the people of a State as fit for 
the penitentiary and giving those letters the 
indorsement of a great name. I know of 
nothing better calculated than that to stir up 
bad blood, to continue the difficulty, to con- 
tinue the iil-feeling, to alienate the country, to 
make trouble without good. ‘These people have 
offered to stand with us by equal rights. It is 
a great gain for the Conservatives of Virginia 
to ratify the fourteenth and fifteenth amend- 
ments; andif we cannot have the aid of the 
Senator from Massachusetts in giving the black 
man the ballot, let us have their aid; let us 
have the fifteenth amendment; let the Admin- 
stand together; let us 
have peace ; and do notilet us deny the fact that 
peace exists when all mankind s: 
reigns. 

Mr. MORTON. President, this is the 
eighth day of this debate. It is now pretty 
clearly developed that there are two parties in 
the Senate on this question. There is one party 
th ut is opposed to the admission of Virginia 

t this time upon any terms; and there seems 
to be another party that is only willing for Vir- 

sinia to come in according to the bill ‘reported 
be the O ynmitiee on the Judiciary, or that of 
House. which is the same in substance and 


LO write 


istration and Congress 


Vs that peace 


in terms. Le consider both of these parties about 

qually imp icable, aud each one standing 
about as much in the way of the admission of 
Virginiaasthe other, Lthink the Senator from 


Nevada, [ Mr. rere | with all his zeal and 
his good intentions, is standing as substantially 
in the way of an ‘admission of Vi irginia as is 
the Senator from Massachusetts, | Mr. Sum- 
NER.| If those who have this bill in charge 
had been willing to accept of reasonable amend- 
ments that would not delay the admission of 
the State one hour; that would cast no obstacle 
in the way of her admission; the bill could have 
been passed days ago; but there seems to be 
an obstinate determination that Virginia must 

ae cording to the bill 1 »ported by the 
2 or not come in at all. 

Now, sir, & iew word in answer to the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts. It seems that the 
distinguished Senator from Massachusetts is 
unwilling that Virginia shall come in now upon 
Senator has developed 
more clearly this morning than he has done 
be fore w hat ren 3 desire i It is that there shall 
tion in Treeline | 


i 
committe 





Am I right in 


NER ! have not 


nal YN. Then what does the Sen- 
ator’s argument mean, that the last election 
was a monstrous fraud? What is the object 
in proving that the last election was a mon- 
strous fraud unless the Senator wants a new 


said that. 
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election ? 
that. 

Mr. SUMNER. I wish to purge the Legis 
lature of its rebels. | understand that three 
fourths of the Legislature, if not more, can 
not take the test-oath. That is what I firs: 
propose to do. 


Mr. MORTON- 


Let us have an understanding about 


oS 


hen the Senator does not 
want a new election. Jet us bave that under 
stood. I supposed from his argument that he 
wanted anew electioion ; but he does not, but 
simply to purge the Legislature of Virginia ot 
its rebels; in other words, that they shall be 
required to take the test-oath. 1 thought it 
was conceded by this time that the laws that 
were in force at the time that election was held 
did not require the test-oath to be taken. 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg my friend to under 
stand that I hold directly,the contrary. After 
the most careful attention that I have been able 
to giveto thequestion-Aand since the discussion 
the other day I have looked into itand reviewed 
all the statutes—to my mind it is as clear as 
that two and two make four that the oath is 
required by existing law. 

Mr. MORTON. Well, Mr. President, if the 
Senator’s position comes back to that, that the 
test-oath is required, I think he will find him 
self almost wholly unsupported on the floor of 
the Senate; for if there is any clear question, 
in my judgment, connected with this whole 
business it is that the test-oath was not re- 
quired by law at the time that election took 
place; and if we now require it we require a 
i ' ora qualification that was not made 
by the law at the time the election took place ; 
and that would be an act of bad faith on the 
part of Congress. 

If there is to be no new election what is the 
object in attempting to prove that the last elec- 
tion was one monstrous fraud? The Senator 
now says he does not desire a new election. 
Let us put that out of the way then. There is 
no necessity for spending the time of the Sen- 
ate to prove that the last election was a fraud 
when there is no desire to set that election 
aside and to have a new one. ‘The logic o 
proving that the last election was a fraud 1 
that there should be a new election; but when 
the Senator says he does not want a new ele 
tion that logic fails. 

Ifthereis to beno new election held I ask the 
question, what good is to be gained by defer 
ring the admission of Virginia for six month: 
or twelve months or two years if she is finally 
to come in with the same Legislature and State 
officers elected that she has now? Will it } 
any better for us to have | 
months, twelve months, or two years? Mark 
the proposition: if she is finally to come in with 
the same Legislature and with the same State 
officers that have been elected is there any 
thing to be gained by keeping her out for six, 
twelve, or twenty-four months ? [ say there is 
nothing to be gained in that point of view. On 
the contrary, “her condition will be worse in 
point of public seutime nt if kept out under 
these circumstances than it is now. ‘There is 
no object in keeping her out unless you expect 
to improve her condition by keeping her out. 

Now, Lask the attention of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, what is to be gained by keeping 
her out? There is no use in kee ping her out 
unless there is some programme in connection 
with it, unless there is something to be accom 
plished by eae he rout. Tas the Senator 
shown to the Senate that the condition of Vir 
ginia will be improved by keeping her out six 
months, twelve months, or two years? I hav 
not heard a suggestion on that subject. I can 
understand very well} how her condition will be 
made the worse by keeping her out. I can 
understand how public sentiment there will be 
come embittered by dis ointing the reason 
able expectations of hes people in regard to 
admitting her. But neither the Senator from 
Massachusetts norany other Senator has offered 
any programme, has made any suggestion by 
which to prove that the condition of Virginia 


ier Kept out for six 
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not admitted, will be better twelve months 
hence than it is to-day. If it was proposed to 
ave a new election and improve her condi- 
tion in that way I could understand it. I do 
do not believe a new election would do us any 
I do not believe we would come out 
y better from a new election than we came 
out of the last one; but still if it was proposed 
o keep her out with a view to another election 
! could understand that. But as the Senator 
ow repudiates the idea of having another elec- 
and thereby repudiates all the logic of 
proving that the last election was a fraud, I call 
pon him to inform the Senate and the country 
how the condition of Virginiais to be improved 
hy simply keeping her out six, twelve, or twenty- 
ir months. 


h Mr. 


000. 


Now, President, | come to those who 
have stood in the wag.of the admission of Vir- 
rinia on the other sidé, who are resolved that 
he must come in upomthe simple bill reported 
by the Judiciary Commitfee or the same one 

: terms from the House, or she must not 
ome in at all. Ido not wish to be under- | 
tood as saying that I have the greatest faith | 
in the people of Virginia that they will behave 
well after their admission. I have apprehen- 
ions, as I have said before, but my apprehen- 
ions will be just as great at the end of twelve 
months as they are now unless there can be 
something said or done at the time of admis- 
ion that will give security to the people. If 
the Congress of the United States can sav or 
lo anything that will give security to Virginia 
they can say or do that now as well as they 
can twelve months hence. 

Now, sir, what can we say or what can we 
do by which to give security to the loyal men 
n Virginia? Wecan say or do nothing except 
the assertion ef ourpower. They w:!! respect 
sar power if they respect nothing else. I wish 
them to understand—and there is where the 
only security is—that if they shall violate the 
erms or the conditions of admission we have 

»wer to deal with them, that they do not 
iss beyond the control of Congress by the 
mple act of admission. If they understand 
hat distinctly and believe we are in earnest, | 
hen there will be security for the loyal people | 
’ Virginia, and whether they are admitted 
or admitted twelve months hence will 
make no difference. 

I have been in favor of some declaration in 

this bill or some statement in the preamble by 
hich we shall say to them and to the whole 
vorld, ** Weadmit you upon certain terms and 
onditions; and if you violate them, if you are | 
uilty of bad faith, we reserve the power to | 
tt with you. We do not now say how we 
villdo it; wecannotundertake now to determ- 
e the measure or the mode of redress, but 
want you to understand that we have got 
power, and we will deal with you if you 
all violate these terms or conditions.’’ 


it 


(he Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Fowner] | 





vell without such an assertion as with it. It 
rtainly would; but it would be much easier 
rus to exercise it in the future, and they 
vould understand it much better, if we shall 
insert a provision in this bill giving them notice 
ym the beginning that if these conditions are 
iolated we shall deal with them. 
N ir, let me refer very briefly to some | 
the amendments that have been proposed. 
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by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Epaunps, ] 
which in eflect requires that the members of | 
that Legislature and the officers-elect of the | 
Ale } 


‘tate shall take an oath to show that they are | 
rot embraced by the third clause of the four- 
‘enth amendment. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. To chow that they are 
alified for office, in short. ’ 
Mr. MORTON. Toshow that they are qual- 
: ified for office. That is a very proper oath. | 
| voted for it before and I shall do so again, | 
but } say frankly to my friend I do not think | 


that it is a practical amendment for this rea- | 


x 
¥ 
7 


son: that lam informed and believe that there | 


is not a member of that Legislature or a State 
officer-elect in Virginia who is obnoxious to the 
fourteenth amendment; and while it isa proper 
oath for them to take, yet, in this case, it will 
be barren of result. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend will permit 


me to make a suggestion to him, [ think it will | 


be the most fruitful result possible. 


If all the | 


| members of that Legislature can truthfully take | 
that oath, and all the members of the State | 





government, I think it will be one of the most || 


hopeful signs of the whole case, although I am | 


bound to say in frankness to my honorable || 


friend that 1 have been informed since I had 
the honor to address the Senate before by a 
member of that Legislature—not one of any 


of the gentlemen whose conduct has been crit- | 


icised here on either side; a gentleman who 
was before a stranger to me, but who appeared 


to be from any test I could apply an honest, | 
respectable, and honorable man—that from his | 
knowledge and observation of his fellow-sen- | 


ators there were seven or eight persons who he 
thought could not truthfully take those oaths. 
He may be mistaken, of course. I merely give 
what he states. 


Mr. MORTON. If there bea single mem- 


ber of the Legislature who is embraced by the | 


fourteenth amendment, then this oath would 
have a practical effect, but not so far as ad- 
mission is concerned. The amendment of the 
Senator from Vermont does not delay the 
admission of the State a single day. I should 


be glad if those who are insisting upon the | 


House bill will understand that, that it does 
not delay the admission a single day; that the 
Senators and Representatives can take their 
seats, and the administration of that oath to 
the Legislature takes place afterward. ‘There- 
fore there ought to be no substantial objection 
to it upon the part of those who have this bill 
in charge. 

I now come to the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Draxe.] [ 
have voted for that amendment; but the re- 
flection I have given to it has to some extent 
impaired my opinion of its value, not because 
[ distrust the importance of these conditions, 
but because his amendment is somewhat too 
narrow. The Senator’s amendment, as now 
reported, is this: 

That it shall never be lawful for the said State 


| to deprive any citizen of the United States on ac- 


will refer first to the amendment proposed || 


count of his race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude, of the right to hold office under the con- 
stitution and laws of said State. 

In other words, it goes simply to the ques- 
tion of the right to hold office. 

Mr. DRAKE. The honorable Senator has 
only one of the amendments that I offered. 

Mr. MORTON. I have the one the Senator 
proposed to offer to the House bill, submitted 
yesterday, I believe. 

Mr. DRAKE. The honorable Senator will 
find lying on his table, or it should be there, 
the other amendment in reference to the right 
of voting. I severed the two because it ap- 
peared to be the sense of the Senate that the 
two things of voting and holding office should 
not be put in the same terms. ‘The other one 
is there ready to be offered whenever I can get 


Mr. MORTON. I have not seen it. Both 
of these amendments are important in them- 
selves; but I suggest for the consideration of 
my friend from Missouri, because I know the 
good that he wants to accomplish, that these 
amendments go but to two things: that the 
people of Virginia shall not alter their consti- 


|| the opportunity. 


tution so as to take the right of suffrage or the | 


| right to hold office from the colored people. 

| Now, when we say that they shall not amend 
| their constitution so as to take either of these 
rights from the people of Virginia does it not | 
| carry with it the affirmative that they may 


| 


amend their constitution in every other respect 
without a breach of faith? Is it not pregnant 
with that affirmative? When we say, ‘* You 
shall not amend your constitution in two par- 
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ticulars’’ does it not carry with it the idea tha: 
you may amend it in every other respect with. 
ut a breach of faith? 


Mr. DRAKE. I wiliask the honorable Sen 


ator to allow me to say in reference to that mat 
| ter that Congress in tegard to all these condi 














tions has only undertaken to deal with politica] 
rights, and I undertake to deal only with them 
in these amendments. ii 

Mr. MORTON. I think that the infereno, 
would be, perhaps, logical that when we gay 
they shall only amend their constitution ip inn 
particulars they are at liberty to amend jt jy 
all others. Now, there is one other provision 
in the constitution of Virginia which I regard 
as important to the colored people as the righ: 
to hold office, and that is the establishmen: 
of a common-school system and the creatioy, 
ofa school fund. I regard that as of vital ip 
portance, and I think if there is danger of ny. 
lification in Virginia now it will apply mor 
particularly to the school system than to th; 
right to hold office. Therefore, I do not wis) 
to put any condition into this bill which whi), 
denying the right to change their constitution 
in regard to voting and holding office wou|d 
concede that they might without a breach o; 
faith strike down the common-school systen 
and strike down some other provisions in tha 
constitution that I regard as of vital impor 
ance. Nevertheless, | have voted for the Sen 
ator’s amendments; but I make these sugges. 
tions to him. 

Mr. President, I should like to see some. 
thing put into this bill by which we shall give 
the people of Virginia to understand that the 
execution of that constitution, the carrying it 
out in good faith, isacondition of their admis 
sion, and if they shall nullify any material 
part of it that that shall be regarded as ; 
breach of the condition of their admission. 
attempted to give expression to that idea ina 
preamble, which I wiil read as a part of m 
remarks: 

Whereas the people of Virginia have framed an 
adopted a constitution of State government whi 
is republican; and whereas the Legislature of Vir 
ginia elected under said constitution and in purs 
ance of the reconstruction acts of Congress have ra! 
fied the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to th 
Constitution of the United States; and whereas t 
performance of these several acts in good faith w: 
a condition-precedent to the representation of | 
State in Congress: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, &c. 

In other words, I want to set forth that th 
adoption of this constitution as a whole in 


| good faith is a condition of their admission. 


by which, if they afterward attempt to nullil) 
any material part of it, it will appear that tha: 
condition is broken; that the constitution wa: 
not adopted in good faith. Tor example, i! 
they shall attempt to nullify that part which 
creates a common-school system as soon a: 
they come in it will then be manifest that this 
condition is broken; that they did not ado; 
that constitution in good faith. 

Mr. HOWARD. [ask the honorable Sen 
ator from Indiana, if he will allow me, to poin' 
out the remedy for such a breach of the con- 
dition, if any occurs to his mind. What power 
would the United States in such a case have to 
apply any remedy for a breach of the condition 
by Virginia ? 

Mr. DRAKE. While the Senator from In 
diana is seated and afier he has answered a 


he may please to answer the inquiry of the 
honorable Senator from Michigan, 1 want to 


| call his attention to what I think upon a mo 





ment’s reflection he will see to be a very grea’ 
and serious error in the remarks which he has 
just made, and I will do it very briefly, so a: 


not to consume his time. 
Mr. MORTON. 


Michigan ? 
Mr. DRAKE. Yes, sir. 4 
Mr. MORTON. The Senator from Mic! 
gan asks me the question how in case ol } 


breach of this condition it shall be — a. 
want 


I will not now undertake to say how. 


Will the Senator first allow 
| me to answer the question of the Senator from 
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lea ay now, however, to Virginia, ‘‘ We admit 
t With ‘on this condition, that you have adopted 
- constitution in good fai ith : butif you here- 
NE Se} - nullify it, and thus prove to us that you 
ub my a ot xu dopt it in good faith, when that time 
CO! es we will undertake to determine the char- 
olitic \ r a "th » extent of the redress.’’ I[t will 
A the oe for us to determine, in view of the cir- 

tances, what we shall do, just as we did 
“CFG the case of Georgia. When Georgia was 
ve Say oiity of her act of treachery we did not know 
10 tw ‘to deal with her It passed on fi ra year 
ot, i fore Congress fins ally came to the proper con- 
OVIS ym. It afte r the admission of Virginia 


regar 
1€ rig] 
+} - 
shmer 


-he turns around and tries to nullify this con- 
titution or to rescind her ratification of 
soenth amendment, and thus 


was not acting in good faith and that the con- 


shows that she 
reation 


ital in 








tion of her admission has been vio! ne it 
of nu | then be for us to determine, in view of all 
mor sand of the whole situation, ow and 
CO ti n ranner we shall redress the wrone. | 
Ot wi confess [ “understood my friend from Michigan 
os m iself the other day as adopting that view. 
Wutio saps | was wrong. 
wou Now J will hear the Senator from Misso a 
DRAKE. Tam much obli iged : 
norable Senator from Indiana for giving m« 





nn opp yrtunity thus t tointerpolatein hisremarks 


mpor wwords. If lam not mistaken the honor 
1e le Senator from Indiana and [ are intent 
ug upon the same object; but I think he has opened 

1) in his recent rem; irks a field of adisecussion 
som tich will probably be almost as unlimited as 
Ab SIV at which we have gone through heretofore. 
at ta think he has done it, perhaps, if he will allow 
=e to say so without disrespect t, without as 
~~ lose reflection he generally gives to Giese 
ateria smestions. The Senator says that it was a 
A condition-precedent to the admission of Vir- 
on. ia that this constitution should be adopted, 
ar nd that for Virginia after her admission to 
~ ttempt to nullify the common-sechool provision 

‘onld be a breach of good faith which would 
I authorize Congress to interpose. Now, the 
ey point that I wish to present to the considera- 


is this: that 
tates gives to 
the power to gua y to every State 
th y a republican form of government, and that is 
| | that his propose d preamble to this bill sets 
rth in regard to the constitution of Virginia. 
ifwe go beyond that we go into a terra incog- 

at th ita. If we go beyond the 


{ndian: 
itution of the United 
aranty 


n of my friend from 
he Const 


nm? 








at we get into a region 








ile where there will be ndieds conflict. What I 
8s int the Senator’s support in is this, that we 
ui hall affix the same description of provisions 
ut f upon this bill that we have affixed upon the 
yn wa ills of other States admitted, and when we 
le nave done that let the bill pass if it can get 
wh votes enough. 








on 4 Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, the Senator 
it th from Missouri seems to think that if this bill 
ado} hall have the same conditions or limitations 
placed upon it which were placed upon other 
> Hen bills that is enough. Allow me to say that 
polb that argument is not a good one ; that as we 
con act from — to year and from tir ne to time we 
pow should take advantage of all the experie nce we 
ave t have es in the mean time, and if inthe mean 
dition time exper ience has suggested that further 
action should 7 > taken, then we should act ac- 
m It cordingly. [ think, Mr. President, that the 
‘ed a experience of ‘ie last eighteen months has 
vf t] brought the Congress of the United States now 
unt t >the point that we should declare that we 
2m ecept of the legal conse quences of the doctrine 
ert reconstruction. IL know the common idea 
e ha was, without consideration, a year and a half 
so { ago that ¥ vhen these States were once admitted, 
ifyou ple: a e, restored torepresentation, th y 
al passed entire ly from under the jur risdiction oF 
froi Congress and we were done with them. Sir, 
hat was illogical, and experience has now 
hown that we cannot stand upon that doctrine. 
lie We must follow the doctrine of reconstruction 
of : to its consequences, and if necessa y we must 
ree deal Ww ith the ese States after they h: ive hee nN re- 
wal admitted. 
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SION A 


Now, in regard to the common-school sys- 
tem of Virginia; I referred to that as an illus- 


tration. I mean to say that the adoption of 


that constitution with all its guarantees of 
liberty and security and provision for the loyal 


men and the colored men is 
admission ; that its adoption in good faith is the 
condition; and if as soon as she comes in she 
turns around and nullifies that constitution in 
whole or in part it will be conclusive evidence 
that she was not acting in good faith ; the con- 
dition will have been broken, and it will then 
be for Congregs to ds 


a condition of 


termine oe character of 
the redress that shall be : idopted. 
ihe Senator says that he confined his con- 


ditions totwo points. Theyare very important 
. ry ¢ ' . - , = , 
lhe fifteenth amendment will 
ttle one of them very c les irly, and will prob- 
settle both. 


in themselves 


Sse 


But there are other provisions 


have been threatened to be put aside 
which are of equal practical importance, and 
[ wish to secure all of them. I wish to say to 


he adoption of your constitution in 
every material part in good faith is the condi- 
tion of your restoration here, and if you shall 
ople upon it as soon as you come In, if you 
| show that you are practicing a fraud upon 
are playing a trick, we reserve the 
power and the right to deal with you; we give 
you this notice in advance.’ 

' Mr. SUMNER. Mr. rat the 
Senator from Indiana ha as said in reply to the 
Senator from Nevada I entirely symp: athize. I 
unite with the Senator from Indiana in his 
amendments. I unite with him in his aspira- 
tions for that security in the future which I say 


that you 


resident, in wh 


) 
I 
‘ 


is the first great object now of our legislation 
in matters of reconstruction. Withont security 
in the future reconstruction is a failure; and 


that now should be our first prime object. But 
while I unite with the Senator on those points 
he will pardon me if I suggest to him that he 
has not done me justice in his reference to what 
Isaid. And now, sir, before [comment on his 
remarks, I ask to have the Poe te motion read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, ( Mr. Anrnony 
inthechair.) The pending motion isthe motion 
of the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. W1L- 
son, | to refer the bill to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER. So I understood, sir, and 
it was to that motion that I spoke. I argued 
that the bill and all pending questions should 
be referred to the committee, and on what 
ground? That the election was carried by a 
colossal fraud. The Senator complains because 
I did not go further and say whether I would 
have a new election or no The occasion did 
not require it the Sen- 
ator knows well, of hesitating in the expression 
of my opinions; but logically the time had not 
come for the expression of any opinion on that 
point. My argument was that there must be 
inquiry. ‘I’o that point the Senate knows well 
I have directed attention from the beginning 
of this debate. I have said, ‘‘ Why speed this 
matter; why hurry 


+ 


I am not in the habit, 


it to this rash consumma 
tion; why, without inquiry, hand over the loy- 
alists of Virginia, bound hand and foot, as 
victims?’’ ‘hat is what I have said; and itis 


no answer for my friend to say that I do not 
declare whether | would have a new election 
or not. 


as been made, and we know 


he ontlé form the precise facts, 
all the requirements 
[trust. My friend, 
», Was premature in his proposition to 


Whenan inquiry | 
officially and in autt 
[ shall be ready to meet 
of the 
therefor: 


occasion—so at least 


me. May I remind him of that incident in the 
history of our profession when a very learned 
and eminent chief justice of England said to a 
counselor the bar, Do not jump satiite 
you get to the stile;’’ in other words, do not 
speak to a point until the point has arise: 
The point whi h the Senator pre nts t ’ 
had not yet arisen; the question was not he 
fore the Senate whether there should be a n« 
election or not. There was no such motion 
nor did the occasion require ( ide ? 


L ( LOBE. 


i 
i throughout a 
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My aim was in all simplicity to show the rea- 
sons for inquiry. Now, it may be that when 
that i inquiry is mé ade it will appear that I am 
mistaken, that this election is not the terrible 
fraud that I believe it; that the loyal people, 
black and white, will hereafter be secure in the 
State of Virginia under the proposed consti 
tution. It may be that all that will become 
apparent on the rey port of your committee ; i 
not apparent now. just 
the opposite is apparent. It is apparent tha 
loyalists will not be secure; that freedmen wil 
suffer unknown peril unless vou now throw 
over them your protéoting arm. 

That is my object. 1 wish to secure safety 
I wish to surround all my fellow-citizens in 


is 


On the contrary, 


that State with an impenetrable wgis. Is not 
that an honest desire? Is it not a just aspir 
tion? I know that my friend from India ina 


shares it with me; I claim no monopoly of it 
but 1 mention it in order to explain tl 
ment which I have made. 

In the course of this debate there has been 
an iteration of assertion on certain points. | 
mention two, one of fact and the other of law. 
It has been said that we are pledged to admit 
Virginia, and this assertion has been repeated 
in every variety of form; and then it is said 
that in point of law the test-oath is not required. 
Now, to both these assertions, whether of fact 
or law, | reply, ‘*‘ You are mistaken.’’ The 

pledge to admit Virginia cannot be shown, and 
sie requirement of the test-oath can be shown. 

It is strange to see the forgetfulness of gre 
principles into which Senators have been led ie 
partisanship. Certain Senators forget the peo 
ple, forget the lowly, only to remember rebels. 
lhey forget that our duty, is to pro 
tect our fe llow- citizens “s Virginia at all haz 
ards. ‘This is our first duty, which cannot be 
postponed. in the reconstruction of Virgin 
it must be an ever-present touch-stone. 

Look at the text of the reconstruction acts, 
or their spirit, and it is the same. By their 
text and commanding duty that 
‘* peace and good order should be enforced in 
said States until loyal and Se aaeae govern 
ments can be le gally established,’’ and until then 
‘any civil government which me Ly existtherei: 
shall be deemed provisional only and in al 
to the paramount authority 
of the United States at any time to 
modify, control, or supersede the same.’ 
the duties and powers devolved upon Con 
the very terms of the first reconstruc 
tion act. ‘The duty is to see that ‘loyal and 
republi ican government’’ is established, and 
the power a. modi fy, control, or super 
sede’ ional government. 

It to say that Virginia has 
pe rformed certain things require d by the statute. 
his is not Tho Senate must b: 
satisfied that her government is loyal and repub 
lican. ‘This opens the question of fact. | 
Virginia loyal her Legislature loyal? | 
the new government loyal? ‘These question ; 
must be answered. How isthefact? Do not 
tell me that Virginia has complied with certain 
formal nents. Behind all there is th: 

of le | V. Let 
er 


1e arcu 


constant 


le 


the first 


1s 


respects subject 

oa 
avpoiish, 
such 
are 


gress by t 


to 
* the provi 
enough 


1S not 


enot igh. 


require 
great re 
who insist upon 
show this loyalty. 


ryalty Senator 
present admission 
There is no plighted faith 
which cat 


requirement 


} swift 





of Congress 1 supersede this duty. 
Disloyal ty is like fraud; it vitiates the whole 
proceeding. Such is the plain meaning of th 
text in its words 

Bat we look at the spirit of the acts tli 
conclusion becomes still more irresistib!: 


It i 


contrary to reason and to common ser 


) suppose that Congress intended to blind 
eye ‘and tie its hands, so that it could 
nothing and do nothing although the St 
tinue i disloyal to the core And t 


be argument of Senators wh tu e | 


tension of plighte: d faith. The V irgi 


with a constitution dabbled in | 1" 


Legislature smoking with rebellion, and 


1 Governor commending limseil 


} , a 
iong canya ov orn 








‘a 
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strike at common schools; and here is Con- 


gress blindfold and with hands tied behind || 


the back. To look at it 
is enough. 

Sir, the case is clear—too clear for argument. 
Congress is not blindfold, nor are its hands 
tied. Congress must see and it must act. But 
the loyalty of a State should be like the sun in 
the heavens, so that all can see it. At present 
we see nothing but disloyalty. 

The next assertion concerns the test-oath, 
and on this point I desire to be precise. 

General Canby, the military commander in 
Virginia, thought that the test-oath or *‘ iron- 
clad’’ should be required in the organization 
of the Virginia Legislature. This opinion was 


Such is the picture. 


! 


j 


ray under what authority was it elected? 
Re it will be said of the United States. 
Then surely it would fall under the general re- 
quirement of the act of July 2, prescribing the 
test-oath to all officers of the 


Jnited States. | 
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But I insist upon this application of the statute |, 
| only in reply to those who would exclude the 


Legislature from the requirement of the recon- 
struction act. I cannot doubt that it comes 
precisely and specifically within this require- 
ment. 

This conclusion is enforced by three addi- 
tional arguments : 


1. By a resolution of Congress bearing date | 


_ February 6, 1869, ‘* respecting the provisional 


given after careful examination of the statutes, || 


and was reaflirmed by him at different times. 
According to him, the test-oath must be ap- 
plied until the constitution has been approved 
ly Congress, and in one of his letters the com- 


iander says, ‘ Its application to the seceded | 


States before they were represented in Congress 
appears to be the natural result of their political 
relation to the Union, independent of the re- 


quirements of the ninth section of thelawofJuly || 


19, 1867.’’ To my mind this opinion is unan- 
swerable, and it is reénforced by the reason as- 
signed, Nothing could be more natural than that 
the test-oath, which was expressly required of 
the board of registers and of other functionaries, 
should be required of the Legislature, so long 
as the same was within the power of Congress. 
‘The reason for it in one case was equally ap- 
plicable in the other case ; nay, il was stronger, 
if possible, in the case of the Legislature, inas- 
much as the powers of the latter are the most 
vital. It is this Legislature which is to begin 
ihe new State government. ‘lwo essential parte 
of the system depend upon it—the courts of 
justice, which are to be reorganized, and the 
common schools. ‘lo my mind it is contrary 
to reason that the establishment and control 
of these two great agencies should be commit- 
ied to a disloyal Legislature ; in other words, 
io a Legislature that cannot take the test-oath. 
Che requirement of this oath is only a natural 


and reasonable precaution, without harshness | 


or proscription. It is simply for the sake of 
security. Therefore is General Canby clearly 
right on grounds of reason. 

Lookiug at the text of the reconstruction 
acts, the conclusion of reason is confirmed by 
& positive requirement. By the ninth section 
of the act of July 19, 1867, it is provided 

* That all members of said boards of registration 
and all persons hereafter elected or appointed to 
office in said military districts under any so-called 
State or municipal authority”’ * e . 
shall bo required to take and to subscribe the oath 
of office prescribed by law for officers of the United 
*tates,”’ 

Senators find ambiguity in the terms ** under 
any so-called State or municipal authority ;”’ 


but I submit, sir, that this is because they do | 
not sufliciently regard the whole series of re- 


construction acts and construe these words in 
their light. If there be any ambiguity it is 
removed by other words, which furnish a pre- 
cise and unassailable definition of the term 
‘so-called State authority.’ By the recon- 
truction act of March 2, 1867, it is provided 
‘that until the people of said rebel State shall 
be by law admitted to representation in the 
tongress of the United States, any civil gov- 
ernment which may exist therein shall be 
deemed provisonal only and in all respects 
ubject to the paramount authority of the 
United States.’ This is clear and precise. 
Until the people are admitted to representation 
the State government is ‘‘ provisional only,” 
or, in other words, it is a ‘‘so-ealled State 
authority.’’ Now, the Legislature was elected 
under ** so-called State authority,’’ that is, 
under a State constitution which was ‘ pro- 
visional only.’’ ‘Therefore, according to the 
very text of the reconstruction acts, oue inter- 


preting another, mustthis test-oath be required. | 


If it be insisted that the Legislature was not 
under ‘so-called State authority,’’ 


elects d 


| pose of Congress manifest. 


governments of Virginia and Texas.”’ It is 
declared ‘‘that the persons now holding civil 
oflice in the provisional governments of Virginia 


and ‘Texas, who cannot take and subscribe the | 
oath prescribed by the act of July 2, 1862, shall, | 
on the passage of this resolution, be removed | 


therefrom.’ By these plain words is the pur- 
The test-oath is 
wrescribed forall persons ‘‘ holding civil office’’ 
in the provisional government of Virginia. But, 
by requirement in the first reconstruction act, 
the provisional government lasts until the State 
is admitted to representation. 
Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator allow me 
to ask him a question on that point? 
Mr. SUMNER. Iwould rather finish what 
I have to say, as I shall be very brief on this 
point; then I will very gladly hear the Senator. 
2. Then comes a well-known rule of inter- 
pretation, requiring that words shall be con- 
strued ut res magis voleat quam pereat, in 
other words, so that the object shall prevail 
rather than perish. But the very object of the 
reconstruction act, on which this question 
arises, was to keep rebels from the State gov- 
ernment. This objectis apparent from begin- 
ning to end. Dut this object is defeated by 


| any interpretation disallowing the test-oath. 


| tion which is of equal obligation. 


é. Then comes another rule of interpreta- 
It is that, 
we are always to incline so as to protect Lib- 
erty and Right; and this rule, for double as- 
surance, isembodied in the very text of the 
statute, whose meaning is now under consid- 
eration, being the last section, as follows : 

* That all the provisions of this act and of the acts 
to which this is supplementary shall be construed 
liberally to the end that all the intents thereof may 
be fully and perfectly carried out.” 


Following this rule we find still another 
reason for so interpreting the statute as to 
require the test-oath. 

Thus by the reason of the case—by the 
natural signiiication of the text—by the light 
furnished from the supplementary statute—by 
the rule of interpretation that the object must 
prevail rather than perish—and by that other 
commanding rule which requires a liberal inter- 
pretation favorable to Liberty and Human 
Rights—by all these considerations, any one of 
which alone is enough, while the whole make 
a combination of irresistible, infinite force, are 
we bound to require the test-oath? 

There is one more remark of Andrew John- 


| son, just, wise, and patriotic, for which I can 


forget many derelictions of duty, when he said, 
‘* for the rebels back seats.’’ I borrow this lan- 
guage. ‘The time will come when rebels will 
be welcome to the full copartnership of govern- 
ment; butthis can be only when all are secure 
in their rights. Until then, ‘‘ for the rebels 
back seats.’’ 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I shall not 
again attempt toargue the question asto whether 
the members of the Legislature of Virginia were 


required to take the test-oath. I had supposed | 


that that position had been abandoned. In the 


first place, no deliberative body can be required | 


to take that oath except by some provision of 
law, and the provision of law has not been and 
cannot be referred to. The Legislature of 
Virginia cannot be required to take that oath 
by reason of any general philosophy of recon- 
struction. 





January 19. 


I referred to the |q 
quoted it. or 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator referred | 
the act of July 19, 1867, which clearly refs, 
to officers under the then existing State aon 
ernments, so describing them. I will not ,. 
over that ground again as I did before ; but tj; 
is the clear import of that section. That ig sy. 
tained and corroborated by the section 4), 


| Senator has read from the act of February ; 


1869. I should like to have that act jf’) 


| Senator will hand it to me. 


Mr. SUMNER. Before the Senator rey; 
that allow me to correct his quotation of (j, 


| statute. The Senator says, ‘‘ under exist; 


so-called State or municipal authority.”’ 7); 
language of the statute is, ‘‘ under any so-caljo, 
State or municipal authority,’’ and my arg,. 
ment was that a provisional government jg , 
‘* so-called State or municipal authority,’’ 


Mr. MORTON, The description there clegy)y 


|applied to the then existing so-called Stq:. 


governments set up by Mr. Johnson, the velj; 
ity of which we denied. I showed that tha; 
was the clear meaning of it by referring to th 
second section of the same act, which provided 
that any oflicer under the so-called existin, 
State governments might be removed by th, 
military commander, clearly showing that ; 
did not refer to a member of the Legislature 


| because nobody ever pretended that a militar, 


commander could remove one member of {)y 
Legislature and appoint another in his place, 
The two sections taken together show concly 
sively that they referred to officers appointed 
under the so-called existing State government: 
created by President Johnson. 

But one word further, Mr. President. Sec 
tion nine of the act of July 19, 1867, was pro 
spective in its character, and applied express); 
to ‘all persons hereafter elected or appointed 
to office’’ in those States. The act of l'ebruary 


| 6, 1869, comes in aid of that section, and i 
| retroactive in its character. 
| planation of the previous act, and isin contra 


It comes in ex 


diction of the Senator’s theory. 


Mr. SUMNER. ‘The statute of 1869” 
Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have read it. 

Mr. MORTON. The section referred to : 


| the act July 19, 1867, was prospective, that a! 
| persons thereafter to be appointed under the so 


called State governments should take the test 

oath. The act of 1869 comes in and provid 

that all persons under the so-called State gov 
ernments, referring to the States still oui 
Virginia, Texas, and Mississippi, who had no 
taken that oath and could not take it, should 
be removed. In other words, there were per: 
sons who had been appointed before the ac 
of 1867, and who were not embraced by th 
act of 1867, who had never taken the oath and 
still remained in office. The act of 1869 came 
in and provided that such persons should be 
removed. How doesit read? ‘* That all per: 
sons now holding civil office in the provisional 
governments of Virginia and Texas who can 


| not take and subscribe the oath prescribed by 


the act entitled ‘An act to prescribe an oath 
of office,’ approved July 2, 1862,’’ shall b 
removed. Does the Senator deny that this 
act applies to officers under the so-called Stati 
governments created by Mr. Johnson? If he 
does, then the act of 1867 does; and this 
comes in aid of the act of 1867, so that the 
reference made by the Senator destroys th’ 
construction that he gives to the ninth section 
of the act of 1867. 

But, Mr. President, the Senator talks abou! 
the general philosophy of the reconstruction 
measures. assert that the general purpose 
of those measures was to admit everybody ‘0 
partake in the work of reconstruction excep 
those who were obnoxious to the fourteenth 
amendment. The reconstruction acts siar' 


, out with requiring the voter to take an oats 


before he can register that he is not obnoxious 
to the provisions of the fourteenth amendment; 


‘in other words, no one could vote who was 
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embraced by the third clause of the fourteenth 
mendment. Thea comes the provision in 
-egard to the convention. Who were entitled 
-» take seats in the convention? Everybody 
xcept those persons who were expressly dis- 
ualitied by the fourteenth amendment. Now, 
i ask the Senator if it was reasonable to sup- 
voge that Congress in passing these acts would 
authorize rebels to take part in the convention 
. frame the constitutions and afterward refuse 
+o allow them to go into the Legislatures cre- 
ated under those constitutions? That was not 
Rebels, unless embraced within 


t 


the purpose. 


he fourteenth article, were competent to frame | 


she constitution and competent to go into the 
Legislature in any of these States. 
Then you come to the act of 1868, admitting 
certain States,and that declares that the disqual- 
‘fications of the fourteenth amendment shall be 
ipplied to all officers elected in those States. 
ihe whole philosophy of the reconstruction 
measures is against the application of the test- 
oath to members of the Legislature, and there 
; no provision which can be found in contra- 
diction to that philosophy. If, then, we are 
now to require that oath to be applied to mem- 
hers of the Legislature of Virginia the effect 
would be to disqualify men from taking their 
eats who were qualified by the law at the time 
of their election. We cannot do that without 
a breach of faith, and we cannot afford to com- 
mita breach of faith. If we shall go back 
on the terms we have offered the people of 
Virginia they will say Congress is false. The 
rebels have been trying to prove that, and they 
have made a great many people believe it; but 
if we were now to go back and require the test- 
oath when it was not required by law at the 
time we authorized the election to be held we 
should be guilty of bad faith and we should do 
the cause of the Union an irreparable damage. 
The Government must keep faith with every- 
body, even with rebels. If it has said tothem, 
‘*You may elect rebels not embraced in the 
fourteenth amendment to the Legislature,’’ it 
must stand by it. Itdid say it in the beginning, 
and it mustsayitin the end. Sir, if there be 
any question about this whole business that is 
perfectly clear it is that the members of the 
Legislature are not required to take the oath 
of 1862. They can be required to take an oath 
that they are not embraced in the fourteenth 
amendment, because the disability of the four- 
teenth amendment runs through all the recon- 
struction acts from beginning to end, and it is 
the only disability thatdoes. Itis the one that 
we ought now to enforce by a penal statute. 
[tis the vital disability, and you cannot now 
create a new one without impairing that just 
confidence in the Congress of the United States 


which the people of this country ought to enter- 
tain. 

Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President-—— 

Mr. SUMNER. I ask the Senator to yield 
the floor to me for two or three minutes. 

Mr. DRAKE. Very well. 

Mr. SUMNER. Before this discussion on 
the test-oath closes, I wish to say that I have 
listened now with all that respect which every- 
thing that the Senator from Indiana says com- 
mands, both from me and from all the rest of 
the Senate, to his present statement ; and may 
[ say to him most sincerely, most respectfully, 
most kindly, that it is to me thoroughly unsat- 
isfactory? The Senator does not meet the case. 
"he Senator does not take into consideration 
the strength and fullness and explicitness of 
the requirement in the very text of the statute. 
He goes outside of that statute in order to find 
its meaning. Sir, I do not go outside; I goto 
the language of the statute; and then I gorto 
the language of other statutes on the same 
subject-matter. I insist that they shall all be 
construed together, and so construed that all 
shall be reasonable. My friend will allow me 
to say that his interpretation makes them 
unreasonable. 

He has to insist that the terms ‘‘ under any 
so-called State or municipal authority’ mean 
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an authority created by President Johnson. 
How does he get that interpretation? By 
traveling out of the statute. Why, sir, the lan- 
guage is explicit; it is ‘‘under any so-called 
State or municipal authority.’’ Now go to the 
first reconstruction act and you have the defini- 
tion supplied. I do not supply it; it is not I 
that make it; I simply call attention toit. The 
Congress of the United States has made it, and 
there it is; you cannot set it aside. By that 
act it is expressly declared that ‘‘any civil 
government which may exist’’ in the rebel 
States ‘‘ shall be deemed provisional only, and 
in allrespects subject to the paramount author- 
ity of the United States.’’ Being provisional, 
it is not, in the common sense of the term, a 
State authority. Am [ notright, sir? Is that 
not clear? Is there any Senator that doubts 
it? Being provisional, it is not, in the ordi- 
nary sense of the term, ‘* State authority.’’ 
What is the natural designation of it? Why, 
the very designation supplied by the statute— 
‘* so-called State authority.’’ Every State gov- 
ernment which is ‘‘ provisional only”’ is a ** so- 
called State authority,’’ and therefore, under 
the positive requirement of the statute, are you 
obliged to administer the test-oath. Sir, I do 
not say this; it is no invention, no idea of 
mine. There it is, written down in the statute 
in black and white ; you cannot disregard it. 

| proceeded further to show how reason was 
in harmony with this interpretation, how other 
rules of interpretation stepped in with their 
commanding voice. The Senator falls back 
simply upon an assertion of fact outside of the 
statute, that certain Legislatures created by 
Andrew Johnson were under ‘‘ so-called State 
authority.’’ ‘rue he is perfectly correct in 
that statement of fact: but to that I supply an 
addition, that every provisional government 
was and is a ‘‘ so-called State authority.”’ You 
cannot break away from that interpretation 
without trampling down the most authoritative 
rules of interpretation and without breaking 
away from the declared objects of the recon- 
struction acts. 

And now, sir, that | may show that in this I 
am no beginner, that others have seen this in 
the same light that I do, I send to the desk and 
ask to have read a letter from a gentleman who 
is no longer among us, who expressed by his 
living voice his opinions on this question; a 
Virginian, loyal throughout the war, once a 
well-known member of the other House, and 
who until his death took a very active interest 
in all measures of reconstruction, a loyalist, 
and if not a statesman a good politician—John 
Minor Botts. I send his letter to the Chair, 
and ask to have it read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Before that paper is read 
[ give notice now, as this debate must termin- 
ate at some time, that I shall ask the enforce- 
ment of the fourth rule of the Senate strictly 
against everybody. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What is that rule? 

Mr. SHERMAN. That no person 
speak more than twice in one debate. 

~Mr.SUMNER. ‘‘ On the same question.”’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, the rule was changed 
to avoid that difficulty. No Senator is to speak 
more than twice in any one debate on the same 
day. ‘The rule was changed last year for the 
purpose of avoiding this continual iteration and 
reiteration. I therefore ask the Chair, in the 
discharge of his duty, without imposing it upon 
any Senator to call gentlemen to order, to en- 
force this rule. 

Mr. DRAKE. ‘the honorable Senator, | 
suppose, will be content to have the rule en- 
forced against himself when we have financial 
bills up. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am perfectly willing to 
have it enforced against myself on all ocea- 
sions. The rule is of no account unless it is 
enforced, and I think we have seen enough to 
show the necessity of its enforcement in this 
case. 

Mr. SUMNER. [I call for the reading of 
the letter which I have sent to the desk. 


shall 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. 
if there be no objection. 

Mr. STEWART. I object to the reading 
of the document. 
Mr. SUMNER. I have sent it to the Chair. 
and I ask to have it read as part of my remarks. 

It is not a petition. 

rhe VICE PRESIDENT. (Objection being 
made to the reading of the paper, it must be 
decided by the Senate without debate. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then send it to me and | 
will read it myself. 

Mr. STEWART. I withdraw the objectior 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The objection: 
withdrawn, and the paper will be read 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Branpy Station, December 8, 1867. 

GENTLEMEN: Several of you are unknown to m: 
personally, but I am not unacquainted with th: 
position each one of you occupies in the ranks of the 
Kepublican party, and I take the liberty of address 
ing you on a subject of much more importance thai 
is generally attached to it by those who have no 
viewed it in all its aspects. We are all embarked in 
the same bottom, and as members of the Union Re 
publican party we must stand or fall together; there 
fore I feel justified in addressing you this letter. 

The subject to which I refer is the teat-oath to be 
administered to the members of your body, as pr: 
scribed by the act of July last. 

Under a decision of General Schofield a conside: 
able number of wily foes have crept into your bod: 
in violation of every rule of interprétation that ha 
heretofore prevailed, as far as I kuow or believe, in 
reference to the term “ oflice’’ or “ officer:”’ nor bay 
I met with a solitary individual outside of the Dem 
ocratie party who gives to these terms the construc 
tion given by the military commander of this district 
and in saying this I include the Chief Justice of the 
United States, the chief justice of the District ot 
Columbia, and every member of Congress with who: 
1 have conversed. 5 

A simple statement of the case as it now stand 
seems to me to be suflicient to satisfy all reasoning 
men. 

In all the acts of reconstruction passed by Con 
gress, and it has all beendone in a very hurried and 
slovenly manner, there was priorto the extra session 
in July last no qualification or test-oath prescribed 
for those who may serve as delegates to the conven 
tion, while a stringent test-oath was prescribed for 
the voter, which involved the absurd anomaly and 
inconsistency of imposing a restriction upon voting, 
and of saying to those who were disfranchised, “Al 
though you have committed an offense for which 
you shall be deprived of the privilege of voting, yet 
you may exercise the still higher privilege of per 
forming the highest political functions of the Stat« 
by representing in convention those who do vote 
and of making a constitution which you cann 
yourselres either vote for or against at the polls. 
During the extra session of July, i867, [myself cal! 
the attenticn of many members of Congress to thi 
strange condition of things, aud in the supplement 
ary act of that date the following section was i: 
serted: 

‘That all persons hereafter elected or appointed 
to office in said military district underany so-called 
State or municipal authority, or by detailor appoint 
ment of the district commander, shall be requir: 
to take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed 
by law for officers of the United States,” 

The last clause of the act reads as follows: 

“That all the provisions of this act and the acts t: 
which this is supplementary shall be construed lib 
erally, to the end that all the intents thereof may | 
fully and perfectly carried out.” 

This clause was designed to cover any defectiv« 
language that the law might contain, and requires a 
construction that will carry out the spirit and pur 


pose of all the reconstruction acts. 
~ * * ‘ + * 


It will be read 


Subsequent to the passage of this act General Scho 
field, in reply to a letter from Mr. McDonald, editor 
of the Whag, stated that no oath was required by 
Congress for a delegate to the convention, and that 
there was no other power that could preseribe one 
by which it appeared to me that he had fallen into 
a strange and fatal error, or that he had wholly 
overlooked the ninth section of that law. 

I was then at the White Sulphur Springs, and im 
mediately wrote to General Schofield a very respec 
ful letter remonstrating against his interpretatio: 
of the law. (lle, I believe, referred my letter to 
General Grant.) I at once wrote to General Grant, 
who was decidedly of opinion that no one coul:! 
represent who was not registered as a voter; but thi 
was by implication only, and not by express provisio: 
of law. The legal question of what constituted an 
officer he would not undertake to decide. 

But upon the publication of General Schofield’ 
letter at once a swarm of rebels and rebel symp 
thizers, always ready to clutch at every office to ' 
filled, threw themselves before the people as sultab! 
persons for the convention to make a constitutio: 
for us, the loyal people of the State, and the result) 
before you. You have now some thirty five, or mo) 
than one third of your body, composed of such pe: 
sons, ° . ° ' and all of whom will proba 
bly participate in the convention called for the 1] 
of this month to organize the State, for the purpos: 
of defeating any constitution that may be adopted |} 
your body, and who, perhaps, will throw every 
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pediment in the way of the adoption of any constitu- 
tion that will prove acceptable to the people and to 
Congress. 

In this there is a twofold object: first, that the 
State may continue in its present anomalous posi- 
tion that they may continue to enjoy the State 
offices; and secondly, to stave off the Republican 
vote of the Statein the presidential election, which 
iuay possibly decide the next contest. 

The power of General Schofield over the elections 
and qualification of members is now exhausted, and 
it, devolves upon the convention itself to determine 
this question; and, indeed, General Schofield (for 
whom I fee! the highest respect as an intelligent, 
impartial, and most efficient officer, but who, I 
think, has fallen into a great error on this subject) 
has turned the whole matter over to you, and it re- 
mains for you to determine whether you will enforce 
the law and get rid of this body of men who have no 
right or business there, or whether you will tolerate 


their presence, and thus bring all the evilsupon the || 


country and the State that willin all human prob- 

ability result from their counteracting influences, 
Itis proper 1 should state that L went to Wash- 

ington last week to obtain the passage of an ex plan- 


with the importance of such legislation 
the first member to whom L mentioned the subject, 
ind who is a member of the Reconstruction Com- 
mittee, seemed to be profoundly sensible of its ne- 
essity, and in the presence of three other gentlemen 
in my room volunteered to introduce a bill and push 
t through without delay; and I left Washington on 
‘aturday night with full confidence that the bill 
would pass through both Houses on the following 
Monday, and I and others who knew of his promise 
have been greatly disappointed and surprised that 
it has not been done, 

If the convefttion should entertain any doubt as 
to their power to require the oath to be adminis- 
tered (I heave none myself) I would respectfully sug- 
gest that they adopt a resolution calling on Congress 
tor its interpretation of the act. 

Is it to be believed that they could so stultif. 
themselves as that they intended torequirethis high 
political test-oath to be applied to ovens oahentl- 
nato officer in the State, such as inspectors of fish, 
lime, lumber, guano, penitentiary agents and store- 
keepers, &c,, who have no political duties to per- 
form, and yet not apply it to those who had the 
highest political functionsthat can devolve on a citi- 
non, to be exonerated from it, and especially that 
class that they intended particularly to punish for 
thear political offense? 

i was pleased to see that Mr. Hine, of Fairfax, had 

»ved in the right direction on this subject. 

* * uw a m 


+ * 


I was several times asked in Washington, if the 
convention would hesitate to enforce the law with- 
out an explanatory act,to which I could give no 
reply, as_- did not know how far they would be 
qonmroies by the opinion of the commander of the 

j am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN M. BOTTS, 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President—— 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Missouri [ Mr. Drake] was recognized as 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Will the Senator from 
Missouri allow me to make one remark on the 
point of order just raised? I hope the Sen- 
ator from Ohio will not insist on the enforce- 
ment of that rule of the Senate to which he 
called attention. It is a rule that has always 
existed on our books, but I have never heard 
it quoted before and never have seen it en- 
forced, and | think if we attempt to enforce it 
now it will lead to a great deal of inconven- 
ience. Iam sure no man in this body is so 
impatient of much speaking as I am, but I am 
satisfied that if we attempt to enforce that rule 
we shall get ourselves into a great deal of con- 
fusion. ‘There is a rule of this body that no 
Senator in this Chamber shall write letters or 
read a newspaper or speak to another Senator 
while debate is going on. Suppose the Chair 

hould undertake to enforce that? The rule 
is intended to correct abuses that would grow 
up if the practice were carried to a great ex- 
tent. I hope the Senator from Ohio will not 
seek to enforce the rule in this case. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Rhode 
tsland, | think, was on the committee that 
framed these rules only last year; and this rule 
was altered for the express purpose of meet- 
ing Just the case now before us. The old rale 
was easily evaded. The old rule denied to 
any Senator the right to speak ou any question 
more than twice; but as the questions could 
be changed by a formal motion it was evaded ; 
ind the Senator from Rhode Island and other 
members of the Senate adopted the rule in its 
present shape as the only limitation that ought 
to be put upon debate. If these rules made 


very long one. 


last year are now to be disregarded we had 
better at once abolish them and not trouble 
ourselves aboutthemat all. ButI think there 
is no practical difliculty in enforcing the rule 
in a great debate like this. I think to allow a 
Senator to speak twice in one day in sucha 
debate when the question is the same all the 
time is a reasonable amount of speaking for 
one mau in a body of seventy men. If we all 
spoke twice in any day the day would be a 
It is true in the discussion of 
a bill sometimes questions may be put that 
will require answers; and the question is 


| changing constantly, so that it may be desir- 


able to speak more than twice. 

{n such a case as that of course the Senate 
would allow indulgence. I never myself seck 
to enforce the rules strictly, especially when 


eof a | Senators desire to speak; but I think that in 
atory act, and that all Ll saw were fully impreseed |! 


and that | 


Hav- 


this case we ought to enforce the rule. 


| ing called the attention of the Presiding Officer 


to it, | at least consider my duty done. It is 


, not my business to enforce the rules against 


the wishes of Senators. I think if this rule 
is not to be observed it ought to be then 


| atricken from the list of rules so that the Vice 


President may not be troubled by it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ibegto remind my friend 
from Ohio that this rule says ‘‘ without leave 
of the Senate ;’’ and I think under the usage 


, of the Senate the Chair would be well warranted 


in taking it to be the pleasure of the Senate to 
hear a Senator a third time unless some gen- 
tleman should rise and object. It is of course 


_ within the power of the Senate, as it ought to 


be, to stop it. 

Mr. DRAKE. 1 move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

The motion was not agreed to, there being 
on a division—ayes 19, noes 25. 

Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, what is the 
pending proposition on this bill now before the 
Senate ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Witson] to refer the bill and the 
pending amendment to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. DRAKE. After eight days’ debate, Mr. 
President, it will be perceived and has been 
already perceived by the whole Senate that 
almost the entire subject of controversy here 
is whether this State shall be forced into the 
Union unconditionally or whether there shall 
be fundamental conditions attached to her 
admission; and the question connects itself 
directly with the condition of the fifteenth 
amendment to the Constitution. I suppose 
that if that amendment had been already rat- 
ified there would not have been a consumption 
of one fourth of the time that has been occupied 
in debating this bill. Now, sir, the probability 
is that we cannot arrive at that great con- 
summation until we hear from the State of 
Nebraska—a State that has, in that respect, 
assumed an importance in this country which 
is really remarkable and striking. It has so 


| happened that the Governor of that State has 


been in Washington for some days, has freely 
conferred with Senators upon this subject, and 
that he is almost determined to convene the 
Legislature of that State in special session to 


act upon this amendment; but it cannot be 


convened in less than twenty days. That is, 
though there be no provision of law requiring 
that length of time, yet it is necessary to give 
that length of notice in order to enable the 
notice to get to all the members and for them 
to get to the seat of government. 

Now, sir, I for one, and there are others 
here who are in the same position, will never 
vote for the unconditional admission of Vir- 
ginia as long as that fifteenth amendment is 
an incomplete fact. If we put it off until the 


question 1s decided whether that amendment 
is adopted or not, then we can come to the 
matter afterward with a large portion of the 
controversy about this bill removed. 


I believe 
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that it will be for the interests of the count, 
to lay the bill aside now and wait for our litt 
sister out yonder in the great valley to give ... 
her voice in favorofthe amendment, ~— 

In order, sir, that we may see what jg {),, 
sense of the Senate on this subject, in or4, 
that we may know whether the Senate desj;, 
as I do, to see whether that amendment ;. 
adopted or not before we go into this legis), 
tion, in order that we may then be in a cong, 
tion if it should be adopted to admit Virgin;, 
and Mississippi and Texas all together, and «, 
crown and finish the work of reconstruction, | 
move that the further consideration of this };) 
be postponed until Monday, February 2s, ,. 
one o’clock. 

The VICEPRESIDENT. The Senator fro», 
Missouri moves that the further consideratio, 
of this bill be postponed until the fourth Moy. 
day of February, at one o’clock. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. . I should like to as\ ti, 
Senator a question before the vote is taken 0, 
this motion. I wish to inquire if he propos, 
when he is fully satisfied that the fifteent) 
amendment is secure to vote then for the a 
mission of Virginia without any condition 9 

ualification? Would he then be willing 
do it? 

Mr. DRAKE. I willsay in reply to the hon 
orable Senator from Oregon that I always mak; 
up my mind how I shall vote just the instan: 
before [have to vote. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Well, Mr. President, the 
Senator has become so distinguished in thi 
debate for smartness that of course the re 
mark he has just made surprises nobody 
[ Laughter. ] Ifthe question that I propounde! 
was not pertinent to the motion that he made, 
then, of course, it was not expected that | 
would give a satisfactory or reasonable answer. 

Sir, what is the object of postponing this 
bill until February if this debate is then to | 
resumed and the questions that have bee 
presented at this time are again to be di 
cussed? Is the gentleman sincere in his mo 
tion? Does he make it for the reason that }) 
has assigned, soasto secure the fifteenth amen 
ment, or is that a pretext for the purpose o! 


@ 


| postponing this bill so as to accomplish i: 


ultimate defeat? 

Now, sir, I am willing to adopt almost au 
measure that is reasonable and not as absurd 
as some of the amendments proposed by ti 
Senator from Missouri in order to bring thi 
discussion to an end, in order to determine 
what shail be the future status of the State o! 
Virginia. I think this discussion has been pro 
ductive of much evil end no good. Wheni 
was commenced the people of this country 
expected, if I am not misinformed, that Con- 
gress would admit the State of Virginia at an 
early day. Everybody knows that the Presi- 
dent in his message recommended the adop- 
tion of that course ; and so far as I know, so 
far as I can gather public sentiment from the 
public press of this country, the Republican 
newspapers were unanimous in supporting this 
proposition of the President. Therefore | 
think that this discussion has not been - 
ductive of any particular good either to Vir 
ginia or to the country or to the Republican 
party, and I am only desirous to terminate 
the discussion so that we may proceed to the 
consideration of other business ; and althoug) 
I have voted to admit Virginia without any 
condition or qualification, Iam yet perfectly 
willing to take the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Vermont as modified by the Sen- 


| ator from West Virginia, if we can agree upon 
| that, and adopt it and conclude this discus: 
| sion. 


I thought we ought to make an effor! 
of some kind to reach an end of this matter. 


|, and not by these motions, which evidently look 


to delay, consume the time of Congress, wher 


| there are other matters of equal importance 


pressing upon our consideration. 
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I am as 


_ reluctant as anybody to prolong this discussion 


for one moment. There are one or two things. 


870. 
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ver, which I feel it incumbent on me in 


Countr; wer ann te 
bur Litt}; .y position to say. I think it is time that the 
) Zive : ‘nestion of the admission of Virginia was dis- 
¥ ‘cod of. The election there was holden six 
t is tj conths or more ago. I think every material 
In or le ‘act connected with that election is before = 
2 desi; senate of the United States to-day, and tha 
iment we are as competent to deal with the wadniion 


THE CON 


| these reconstructed States, or upon the broader || 


curred in by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
{[Mr. Sumvyer, ] that we still have control over 


| ground that the Congress of the United States 


legis} 1d dispose of it as we shall be one month or 
& Cond ‘oe months or six months hence. Therefore 
Virgin t he oppose ed to all motions to refer or to 
*» and s wil —— the bill. Now is the accepted time, 
iCtion, | ; judgment, to decide this question, and 
this } the "dai y ig now incumbent upon us to close 
ry 2 a question, either to admit Vi irgit 11a Or tO Say 
nie people of Virginia what further they must 
tor fro, -to be admitted. One thing or the other they 
Jeratio, a right to demand at our hands. 
th Mor. Mr. President, I feel that I ought to repel 
be insinuation made in this Chamber that 
ask th hose of us who are urging the admission of 
aken o) Virginia are any less devoted to the cause of 
TOpos, mal n rights, “uny less earnest in our desire to 
ifteent ct the people of all classes in Virginia 
the ind elsewhere, than those who are opposing 
ition er admission. My devotion to the cause of 
illing ¢ iniversal liberty has been too long, too stead- 
‘ast, in my humble judgment too consistent, 
he hon to be questioned even by the distinguished | 
vs maki nator from Mass achusetts. I feel so con- | 
inst; gdent of it that I dare follow my own convic- | 
‘ons of what is right and best on this question, 
ent, t evardless of any hostile criticism. 
in t it is because I am thus earnest for the pro- 
the r tection and well- being of all the people of 
Lobod) Virginia that | am for. her admission. It is 
ound yecause I believ ve her interests will be there} by 
> mad best protected and best preserved. Why, sir, 
that r five years the State of Virginia has been in | 
Lnswe her present condition, and yet the Govern- 
ng th nent of the United States has failed to give 
n to | at protection to life and property which we 


| hold so dear. I think Wende o Phillips 


be d 1S i when he says that the great crime of 


lis 0 thie Government is that it fails to p caheal its | 
that citizens. It has been true, and it is true per- 
mi haps to-day, that loyal men have been perse- 
ose of cuted in the State of Virginia. It is true that 
lish perhaps in many districts there as elsewhere 
yal men may be murdered with impunity ; 
st at that black men may be shot with as much 


absur impunity as you would shoot blackbirds. 


by ti Sir, | am tired of waiting for the correction 
ng th if these evils by the hand of the General Gov- 
ermin ernment. It is because I believe that protec- 
tate ot tion now will be better afforded thereby tothe 
en pr peopie of Virginia of all colors and all classes 
hen i hat | advocate her admission. I do it upon 
ountt the ground of public policy, and I may als :0 say 
t Con that I do it upon the narrower grow nd of " par- 
. at at isan policy. I believe this course is the wisest 
Presi and best for the Republican party of Vi irginia, 
adon- for the loyal party of that State. If Vi irginia 
ow. st be promptly admitted now I shall look to them 
m the when wise counsels shall prevail, and when 
blica: they shall put aside their personal preferences, 
rg thi heir personal interests, and their personal am- 
ne | bition for the good of the great cause, to see | 
: Republican principles and Republican men tri- 
» Vit umphant in the State of Virginia. 

bl; ame Bat we have heard a great deal said here 
ninate about Governor W;: alker, of Virginia. I do not 
sethe know his record further than that he has de- 
angh clared himself in favor of the. fifteenth amend- 
rages ment ; but I ask, admitting that he be a Demo- 
‘fect! crat, are we prepared to exclude Virginia for 
by the that reason? If my recollection is correct, there 
Tan vas in the State of Ohio a little while ago a 
‘upon Democratic Governor who was called, as the 
eons (tovernor of Virginia is ealled, a copperhead. 
effort Was that any reason for excluding Ohio? [| 
biter. do not think, even admitting that Governor 
look Walker is a Democrat, that that affords a rea- 
wher son for excluding the State of Virginia or deny- 
dance ing her her representation. 

Sir, we have the same power to afford the 
ma people of Virginia protection after her admis- 
ission sion that we have now , upon the doctrine of 
ings the Senator from Indiana, f Mr. Morrow, 1 con- 


| we have passed. 
| tion of that constitution then it becomes ample 


lis to admit her 


have the right to deal with any State which 
shall go into rebellion, which shall subvert her 
constitution or infringe the Constitution of the 
United States. Upon either of these grounds 


we shall still have the right to deal with the | 


State of Virginia. If we admit her it is upon 
the faith of the constitution she has made, be- 
cause that constitution is, in our judgment, 


republican in form, in compliance with the Con- 
j; Stitution o 


f the United States and with the laws 
If she tramples down a por- 


and sufficient reason for us to deal with her. 
rhe testimony of a Mr. Porter has been 


quoted upon the floor of the Senate as against | 


the admission of Virginia. Sir, I have been 
informed by a Republican son of the State of 
Vermont, a soldier in our Army, who fought 
gallantly through the war, who went to Virginia 
after the war, who has been the champion of 
Republicanism and of reconstruction eversince, 
andis now a member-elect to the other House, 


a man whose republicanism and whose honesty | 


and integrity are unquestionable, who showed 
his devotion to the cause of the country by 
fighting four years for it, that the best thing to 
be done for loyalty and protection in Virginia 
now. I put his testimony 


| against that of Mr. Porter, and upon his judg- 


ment, concurring as it does with my own and 
with my knowledge of the condition of things 
in my own State, ‘Tam willing to rest. 

1 was sorry to hear the distinguished Senator 
from Massachusetts say that “he feared that 
reconstruction was a failure unless we could 
rely upon the protecting power of Congress. 


| Sir, I have more faith in the ideas which un- 


| derlie reconstruction. 
own and many of the other southern States 


I believe that in my 


| reconstruction, that is, the doctrines of uni- 


| if the Congress of the 


versal liberty which underlie it, will stand upon 
the basis of public opinion, and that they do 
not, and will not in the future, need the pro- 
tecting power of Congress. I have full faith 
to believe that in my State the public judgment, 


the public opinion will testify to the beauty and | 


utility and beneficence of the great principles 
of universal liberty and equality which underlie 
and give life and vitality to the Republican 
party. [have that faith, and I donot believe that 
‘ United States were hos- 
tile tous poli tically it could overturn Republic- 


| anism in Alabama, because I believe that the 


policy of reconstruction, the policy of universal 
suffrage, of giving to every citizen of the coun- 
try, however ignorant or humble he may be, 
the ballot, isapproved by the public judgment. 

! was also sorry to hear the Senator from 


| Nebraska [ Mr. Tuaver] say that the great ques- 


tions which underlie the rebellion h: ad not yet 
been a and that it was even yet dor ibtful 
who would triumph in this great contest. Sir, 
it was my fortune first to be under the fire of 
rebel lines under the command of the hon- 
orable Senator from Nebraska. I remember 
vell meeting him upon the snowy field of Fort 
Donelson. Then there was no quailing. His 
cheek was unblanched; his voice had the ring 
of true courage; and there was no trembling 
in his hand. Throughout the war I followed 
him. Now, at this late day, when the flag of 
our country floats everywhere from ocean to 
ocean, and from the lakes to the gulf, when 


| thechains have been knocked from every human 


being by our bayonets, when their rattle is no 
longer heard, when universal suffrage prevails 
in all these States and when it is about to pre- 
vail in all the country, I am surprised to see 
my honorable friend from Nebraska hang out 
the white flag or express any doubt as to who 
1s to triumph j in this gre ‘at contest. 

Sir, the ideas upon which we fought this war 
have ulready triumphed; their triumph has 
been glorious and complete already, and we 
are now but f imishing the rreat consummation. 


n 
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| I think the Senator himself, upon reflection, 
| will not feel any doubt as to who has triumphed 
in this great contest. Sir, our triumph is already 
secured. This question of universal sutirage, 
the fifteenth amendment, is already secure id. 
Mark the progress of opinion in this Chamb« 
Last winter when we discussed the fifteenth 
amendment the side of the Chamber on which 
I happen to sit rang with denunciations of uni 
versal suffrage and of the colored man. Ha 
any Senator ~ heard one word said i in this dis 
cussion from this side of the Chamber against 
universal suffrage in itself or the fifteenth 
| amendment in itself and of itself? No, sir; 
| we have heard denunciation of the manner o! 
its adoption, but not of the thingitself. What 
doesthismark? Itmarks the progress of pub 
lic opinion; it shows that those opposed to u 
in political opinion and who have been opposed 
in principle to universal suffrage now see that 
the public judgment approves $ and affirms it, 
aud that it is not party policy longer to oppose 
it. That plains is substantially achieved, 
and already all over the country you see _ 
evidences of general acquiescence in this gre: 
triumph of the universal political equality of 
all men. 

Mr. HOWE. I begin to have serious appre 
hensions that this debate will not close to-night, 
and I understand there is a necessity for au 
executive session. I therefore move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of execu 
tive business. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 





I think we can geta 


|| vote. 

| Mr. SUMNER. You cannot get a vote. 

|| Mr. TRUMBULL. We shall get a vote if 
| 


we hold on to the bill. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
|| from Wisconsin moves that the Senate pro- 
|| ceed to the consideration of executive busi 
|| ness. 
| Mr. STEWART. 
not agree to that. 

The question heing put, 


division—ayes 27, noes 2 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask for t 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered ; 
taken, Jeualitidovips as 28, nays 32; 

YE AS—Messrs. 


{ hope the Senate will 


there were on a 


he yeas and 


and being 
as follows: 


Abbott, Anthony, Brownlow, Cam 
eron, Chandler, Corbett, Drake, Gilbert, Hamlin, 
Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howe, Kellogg, Morrill « 
Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Osborn, Pomeroy, Ram 
sey, Rice, Robertson, Schurz, Scott, 8; Sur 
ner, Thayer, Tipton, and Wilson—2s. 
| NAY S—Messrs. Bayard, Boreman, 
Carpenter, Casserly, Cole, Conkling, 
Kdmunds, Fenton, Ferry, Fowler. Hamilton, M 
Donald, Morton, Norton. Nye, Patterson, Prati 
Ross, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Sherman, Stewart, ck 
ton, Thurman, Trumbull, Vickers, Warner, v il 
and Wiiliams—32. 
ABSENT — Messrs. Pool, 
Sprague, and Y ates—5. 


vencer, 


Buckingham, 
Cragin, Davis, 








Cattell, MceCreery, 


Sothe motion of Mr. Howe was 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the motion of the Senator from Mis- 
| souri, [Mr. Draxke,] to postpone the further 
consideration of this bill until the 28th of Feb 
ruary at one o’clock. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I want to suggest to the 
Judiciary Committee and to my triend from 
Missouri, without taking any time, because | 
| desire to come to a vote, that my friend from 
| Missouri should withdraw that motion, and that 
| my friend from Massachusetts should withdraw 
| the motion to commit, and let us take a direct 
| vote upon the pending amendment. If that 
shall be adopted there will be one step for 
wa.J. Then I should propose an senenentent, 
not to occupy time with debate about it, but 
simply to take the sense of the Sénate, 1 
viding that the admission of 


notagreed to. 





Luc \ Senator , 
Representatives should take effect on the Ist of 


ua ‘ 


eR 


March, if you please, and that the ther pa 

}| of the bill should go into « ffeet fine imediatels 

|| That will accomplish all that my friend from 

Missouri refers to in the way of Lome: 

{| against Virgini 1a taking ba ele her rati sation, 

| and I think < ought to compromis opinic ns and 
produce harmony That 3 all I } to gay 
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‘The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Missouri withdraw his motion ? 

Mr. DRAKE. I have no objection in order 
to accommodate the views of the Senator from 
Vermont to withdraw it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Massachusetts withdraw his motton also? 

Mr. WILSON. If we can have a vote I 
withdraw it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Either Senator 
of course can renew his motion. The question 
now recurs on the amendment of the Senator 
from Vermont, on which the yeas and nays 
have been ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll on 
the amendment of Mr. Epmunps, which was 
to add to the bill the following proviso: 


Provided, That before any member of the Legisla- 
ture of said State shall takeor resume his seat, or any 
oflicer of said State shall enter upon the duties of his 
oftice, he shall take, subscribe, and file in the office of 
the secretary of State of Virginia for permanent pres- 
ervation an oathin the form following: “ 1, -———-, 
do solewnly swear that [ bave never taken an oath 

sa member of Congress, or as an officer of the United 
States, or as o member of any State Legislature, or 
as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to 
upport the Constitution of the United States, and 
afterward engaged in insurrection orrebellionagainst 
the same, or civen aid or comfort to the enemies 
thereof: so help me God;’’ or such person shall in 
like manner mn ubscribe, and file the following 
oath: ‘'}, ——- ——, do solemnly swear that I have, 
by act of Congress of the United States, been relieved 
from the disabilities imposed upon me by the four- 
teenth amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States; so help me God;” which oathsshall be taken 
before and certified by any officer lawfully author- 
ized to administer oaths. And any person who shall 
knowingly swear falsely in taking either of such 
oaths shall be deemed guilty of perjury, and shall be 
punished therefor by imprisonment not less than one 
year and not more than ten years, and shall be fined 
pot less than $1,000 and not more than $10,000, And in 
ill trials for any violation of this resolution the certif- 
ieate of the taking of either of said oaths, with proof 


if the signature of the party accused, shall be taken | 


and held as conelusive evidence that such oath 
was regularly and lawfully administered by com- 
petent authority: And provided further, That every 
person who shail neglect for the period of thirty days 
next after the passage of this resolution to take, sub- 

sribe, and file such oath as aforesaid shall bedeemed 
andtaken, to allintentsand purposes,to have vacated 
his othee, 


When the first call of the roll had been con- | 


cluded, 

Mr. 
voted in the negative.) As the Committee on 
the Judiciary do not stand by the bill I will 
not stand by it. 1 vote ‘yea.’’ 


Mr. NYE, (who had at first voted in the | 
Seeing that the Judiciary Commit- | 
‘ee desert their ground, which I have been | 
When my leaders | 


negative. ) 


standing by, [ vote ‘ yea.’’ 
fail, | want to back out myself. [Laughter. ] 

The result was aunounced—yeas 45, nays 
16; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs, Abbott, Anthony, Boreman, 
Brownlow, Buckingham,Cameron,Carpenter, Chand - 
ler, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Drake, Ed- 
munds, Fenton, Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, 


}loward, Howe, MeDonald, Morrill of Maine, Mor- | 
ei of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, | 


Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, 
Schurz, Seott, Sherman, Spencer, Sumner, Thayer, 
Tipton, Warner, Willey, Williams, and Wilson—45, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Casserly, Davis, Ferry, 


fowler, Hamilton, Kellogg, MeCreery, Norton, Ross, | 


Saulsbury, Stewart, Stockton, Thurman, Trumbull, 
and Vickers—16. 


ABSENT—Messrs. Cattell, Pool, Sprague, and | 


Yutes—4, 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I now offer the following 
amendment, to come in at the end of the sec- 
tion: 

The first elause of this act shall take effect on the 
lst day of March, 1870, and the residue thereof on its 
passage. 

Mr. WILSON. I should like to have an 
explanation of thatamendment. What does it 
mean ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It means this: that the 
Senators and Representatives from that State, 
under this act, will not be entitled to be sworn 
in here until the Ist day of March, and that 
the taking of the oaths required by the State 
officers and the Legislature will go on immedi- 
ately, so thet by the time named the whole 
thing will be complete, and we shall be saved 


MORRILL, of Maine, (who had at first | p ' é 
| ator from Vermont for amendments, I should 
| like to ask him a question, 


from all possible tear that many Senators en- 
tertain, that this Legislature will as soon as the 
State is admitted recede from her ratification. 
In the mean time the other States will have 
ratified, and the whole thing will be done. I 
was in bopes that that would compose opinions 
and settle disputes. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The amendment, as I 
understand it, simply means that Virginia isa 
State in the Union, but she is not entitled to 
representation. If the Senate can pass sucha 
bill as that, declaring that she is entitled to 
representation and that she shall not have it, 


_ then I propose they will adopt this amendment. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘That undoubtedly is a 
suflicient reason to my friend from Illinois, who 
seems determined to vote ‘‘no’’ on everything, 


| for voting ‘‘no’’ on this, and I hope he will 


| does not mean arything of the kind. 


stick to his determination; but the amendment 
It is the 


| usual provision postponing to a period that the 


law-making power chooses to fix the time for 
an actor for a provision of an act taking effect, 
and until it does take effect the clause which 
says she is entitled to representation is not the 


| law, and therefore we do not assert that she is 


| entitled to representation now. 


It is in effect 
asserting and in words asserting, if my friend 


, will look at it for a moment, that on the Ist of 


March the State of Virginia will be entitled to 
have her Senators and Representatives come 
into these Chambers exactly as in the case of 
the admission of new States, and my own was 
one of them. The act admitting Vermont 
declared prospectively, although she had been 
a State in the Union in the sense that Virginia 
is now for years, that she should be entitled to 
admission by her Senators and Representatives 
on the 4th of March following, two or three 
months after the passage of the act. There is 
nothing so very unusual in this as my friend 
supposes ; for if he will condescend to look 
into the statutes, as | know he sometimes does, 
he will find that it is one of the most usual 


| processes of legislation. 











Mr. CONKLING. ‘The Senator from Ver- 
mont thinks the Senator from Lllinois does not 
like amendments. Now, for the benefit of 
those of us who share the fondness of the Sen- 


I understand the 
postponement tothe Ist of March to be for the 
purpose of affecting the possibility of Virginia’s 
withdrawing her assent to the fifteenth ameud- 
ment. Am I right in that? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not understand the 
question. 

Mr. CONKLING. ‘The Senator from Ver- 
mont does not understand the question. That 
is my fault of course, and therefore I will state 
it otherwise. ‘The purpose of this postpone- 


| ment, I infer, is to guard against the liability 


of Virginia’s withdrawing her assent to the fit- 
teenth amendment. Does the Senator from 
Vermont understand that question ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir; the Senator 
from Vermont is able to understand that. 

Mr. CONKLING. Now, isthe Senator able 


and willing to answer it ? 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Entirely. That is one 
purpose. 

Mr. CONKLING. Is there any other pur- 
pose? 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will not the Senator 
reveal the other purpose, unless it is a purpose 
which does not in its nature bear the fight of 
day? [Laughter. | 

Mr. EDMUNDS. At the expense of violat- 
ing the rule—I have now spoken twice an this 
very amendment 


Mr. CONKLING. 





The Senator is occupy- 


ing my time, and therefore what he says now 
will not be counted egainst him. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I cannot possibly occupy 
my friend's station; I could not attain to that. 
The other purpose, if my friend will allow me 
to state it, is a purpose which I am sure he will 
appreciate from the sweetness of his disposi-‘ 
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: 
tion ; and that is, to endeavor to produce peace 


upon some middle ground. There are a lar 

number of Senators who sincerely believe 
that this bill ought not to pass now in any — 
There are others, composing entirely the we 
of our Democratic friends and a consideral))” 
body of trusted friends of our own, who bel 
that Virginia ought to be admitted without an, 
condition or qualification or limitation or atl, 
of any kind. There are others of us who. 
feeling some of the fears and some of the hope ; 
that our friends on both sides feel, are never 
theless willing to adopta middle ground, which 
in legislation that merely refers to expediency 
one always must, in the hope of concentrating 
opinion, averaging opinions, and composing 
this disputed question. : 

That is the other purpose; and I am sure | 
think it not an unreasonable one, to divide the 
difference between those who assert that we 
ought not to do anything and those who assert 
that we ought to take it ata jump by having this 
act take effect at the period of time I have 
named or some other short period ; because it 
has been stated, my friend cannot have forgot- 
ten, and stated sincerely, that many Senators 
really fear that if we were to admit Virginia 
to-day with her Senators and Representatives, 
and the thing were complete before Nebraska 
can come to the rescue the week after next. 
Virginia, finding the opportunity to withdraw, 
would withdraw, and thus precipitate upon us 
a question that we do not want to discuss. 
That is the reason; and [I state it in all frank- 
ness to my friend from New York. 

Mr. CONKLING. I wish to make my ac. 
knowledgments to the Senator for the great 
clearness with which he answers the question. 
If 1 understand him, there is a first reason, 
which I stated; and then there is, as a second 
reason, the fact that although there is no other 
reason certain Senators might see one, and 
therefore would come together and thus har- 
monize upon the amendment. That is what it 
comes to. He is unable to specify any reason 
except the one I suggested to him, but he thinks 
the effect of the amendment would be to enable 
Senators to vote together who would not other- 
wise do so. I shall assume that those who vote 
for this amendment will have some reason in 
substance for doing it, and therefore I beg 
to make this suggestion: assuming for the 
perpen of the argument that Virginia would 
1ave a right or the pretension of a right to 
withdraw her ratification of the fifteenth amend- 
ment, howis she prevented from doing it by the 
fact that her Senators are not to come here 
until the lst of March? How does the validity 
or invalidity of such a withdrawal hinge at all 
upon the circumstance that her Senators on 
one day rather than on another day are to be ad- 
mitted to this Chamber?. The question which 
would be held in reserve would be the elec- 
tion, qualification, and return of those Sen- 
ators, because the act provides that it shall take 
effect on that day. Now, before we have thus 
passed upon the qualification of Senators, why 
would it be, how would it result, I inquire, that 
Virginia would have any more right or any 
less right to call back her ratification than it 
in truth on the day when she did it her Senators 
were sitting here? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Do youask me? _ 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly I ask the Sen- 
ator, as he is the fountain of light on this and 
other subjects. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am sorry that I am 
not able to impart it so that my friend will 
perceive it. It would not affect the question 
of the right of Virginia to withdraw her rati- 
fication or to seal the amendment; but i! 
Virginia should attempt ta do what we main- 
tain to be a nugatory, illegal, and unconsti- 
tutional act between now and the Ist day of 
March it would be within the competence ot 
the Congress of the United States to repeal 
an act which had never taken effect or gone 
into effect, and thus prevent her from taxing 
any benefit by her treachery. 
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senator says by a repeal of the act we could 


) . . we have done. 
MI t XY » t » ie } TI 
IUNDS. Now, if my friend will 
1 
A nN 


oe 1 
ne to set him richt there, if he will look 


only two 


4 


t it provides 


act, he wil see tha 


; d Al RET ee re 
, the first two lines declaring that Vir- 
is entitled to re presentation in the Con- 

:of the United States. That is all there 


ause, which I propos snot to 
— ffect ut ntil the Ist of Ma reh. All the 

y provides that the persons who are 

» that government shall take a cer- 

in oath if they please, and if they do not 
e to take it their shall be vacated 

» end of thirty days. So my friend will see 
hall be 


we are not providing that Virginia s 
all intents and purposes, clothed 
ights and powers, until that time; 
that we say about Virginis ain the act, 
see, is that she is entitled to represent- 
ition ‘, if we declare that we will post- 
pone, saying that until a given day, the 1st of 
ind mean | 


the first ¢! 


offices 





time she should undertake 


ise any act of treachery, we should 
riainly have her in our power. 

ir. CONKLING. We do not by any con- 

ction say that on the Ist of March Vir- 


will be entitled to representation. On 
coutrary, we say, speaking now, that Vir- 

ia is entitled to representation. 
[r. EDMUNDS. An act does not speak 

i; it takes effect. 

. CONKLING. JI am aware of that; but 
say that now Virginia is entitled to repre- 
entation. Then we say that what we have 
thus put into law in the present shall not take 
eflect until the Ist of March, and we say that 
at once, paradoxical as it may be, the Legis- 
lature of Virginia and its members and the 
other State officers shall proceed just as they 
would do without a pos tponement ; ; the +y shall 
t ll qualify ; they shall 


p 
ake the oath; they shal 
go on to legislate. ~ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; 

Mr. CONKLING. Yes, I say to the Senator, 
although he shakes his head, because unless we 
prohibit it obviously it carries that inference, 
that they are to go on and act as a Legisla- 
ture; but we postpone formal recognition until 
the Ist of March. That is what it comes to. 
Now, I say that in the mean time, everything 
having occurred except the appearance and 
qualifications of representatives in the two 
Houses, when we come to re peal the act and 
put Vi in; ginia back, in consequence of 
that she may do, we are asserting, I submit 
the very same power, in a somewhat round- 
about and bungling way, which the Senate, by 
& great majority, has denied in the case of 
other amendments having this same purpose 
in view, 
Af it be trae that it is not safe to admit Vir- 
ginia now or until the Ist of Marc h, why not 

ay so, either by postponing the : onsideration 
of the bill until that time or by legislation 
which shall not take effect an the on? That 
is tangible; that is ordinary; that, if it were 
supported by sufficient reasons, would be un- 
objectionable: but, 1 submit, it would be very 


it does not say that. 


some thins y 


_— 


singular to declare that Virginia is to-day enti- 
tied to representation, to declare in the present 
a determination of the very highest question 
of privilege, and then to say that the act should 
not take ‘fe ct in that regard until the Ist of 
March ; and} if, in het mean time, something 
else should h; appen, we intended, before the 
ist of March came, to expunge it altogether. 
If there bea good end to be attained here, I 
submit it can be much more simply, much more 
naturally, and much more defensibly attained 
in other ways. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Move an amendment. 
Mr. CONKLING. A mere motion to post- 
pone the bill would ace omplish the object 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Make that motion. 

Mr. CONKLING. No, sir; I do not pro- 
pose to do so. 

Mr. WILSON. I propose to vote against 
this amendment. Iam ready and anxious to 
put in this bill admitting Virginia the preamble 
offered by the Senator from Indiana, and also 
another provision guarding against any amend- 
ment of the constitution proposing to take away 
the rights and privileges of the people se cured 
by the present constitution of Virginia. I 
voted for the amendment proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont applying the oath. I think 
these provisions are guards, securities, apply- 
ing not only to the present Legislature of Vir 
ginia, but to coming Legisl: atures. But I do not 


believe there areadozen meninthe L egislature | 


of Virgi lr 

the assent of the State to the fifteenth amend- 
ment. Ido not believe anybody there intendsit. 
I think this proposition is the most offensive 
one that has been proposed from any quarter. 


nia who ever dreamed of withdrawing | 


I do not propose to vote for anything that I do | 


not believe necessary for the security of the 
people of that State. We have been struggling 
here for days upon the question whether we 
were to admit Virginia without any conditions 
w whate ver or toimpose some conditions. What- 

ver conditions are necessary to the security of 
that people, to whom we have made pledges of 
protection, I am ready to vote and give, and no 
man here, in Virginia, or anywhere else has a 
right to object to it. 
the mass of the people there in their rights, in 
the rights given them by the present. constitu- 
tion that they have framed and adopted, and 
we want, if possible, to retain in our hands the 
power against future hostile legislation and 
action. But in regard to this present Legisia- 
ture, I believe it has adopted the fifteenth 
ameudment in good faith and that it will stand 
by it. I have not a shadow of fear about it. 
1 have just as much fear that the Legislature 
of Massachusetts will withdraw her assent as I 
have that the Legislature of Virginia will do so. 
i propose, therefore, to vote on this amendment 
as | did on the proposition offered by the Sen- 
ator from Missouri. I voted against that, and 
| intend to vote against this for the same reason. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, I cannot 
vote for the amendment which has been offered 
by the Senator from Vermont. I think that 
the postponement of representation to the Ist 
of March, as contemplated in that amendment, 
is entirely inconsistent with the other provis- 
ion of the bill declaring that Virginia 1s enti- 
tled torepresentation. I am not willing to be 
guilty of such an inconsistency in the language 
of the statute. That is my first objection to 
the amendment. 

My second objection ig this: 
resorting to any such phraseology as this per 
mit it to be understood or supposed that I 
entertain the Gpinion that it is competent for 
the Legislature of Virginia or of any other 
State, having once voted affirmatively upon 
an amendment of the Constitution, to withdraw 
its ratification. ‘The authority given to Vir- 
ginia by the act of 1869 in reference to the 
fifteenth amendment of the Constitution is 
understood by us all. That act simply gives 
to the Legislature the authority to ratify that 
amendment. It gives to it no authority what- 
ever to reconsider or set aside its ratification. 


I will not by 


| therefore, 


W hat we wantis to secure | 
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If it does anything it must act aftirm: atively 
in the form of a ratification. No authorit y 
having been given to that Legislature to recon 

sider such a ratification, it is utterly without 
authority to do so. By resorting to the legis 
lation contemplated by this amendment do 
we not seem to concede the : assumption that ; 

ee may be reconsidered and rescind: 
by a Legislature that has once granted it? I! 
appears to me we do. Now, I am opposed 
to that doctrine entirely. I hold that where 
a Stafe has once acted upon an amendment 
of the Constitution and ratified it it has no 
longer the slightest authority over that sub 
ject; that it cannot reconsider it, much less 
can it rescind the ratification; and if we stand 
firmly upon this ground I think we shall have 
no trouble at all; but if we seek to get up ex- 
cuses and express our fears in reference to a 
rescission of a ratification we shall have 
trouble for the future in that regard, you may 
rely upon it, sir. We have the authority to 
make this good. We have the authority as a 
Congress of the United States to treat these 


| ratifications, if they are formal, as good and 


valid, whether they are made by Virginia or 
any other State. Why undertake to throw a 
doubt over the subject? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Senator give 
way for a moment? 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will state that I offered 
this amendment supposing that it was satis 
factory to my friend from Massachusetts who 
sits behind me, [Mr. Wrisox,] whom I was 
very desirous to satisfy, and supposing that it 
was satisfactory to the gentlemen having charge 
of the bill. I discover that it is not entirely 
satisfactory and is opening debate upon a sub 
ject that has already been discussed, and 
with the leave of my friend from 
Michigan, I will withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. HOWARD. Certainly; I shall be very 
happy toagreetothat. Sir, it is about dinner 


| time, and I move that the Senate adjourn. 


| serly, Cole, ¢ 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 34, nays 26; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Brownlow, 
Buckingham, Cameron, Chandler, Corbett, Drak 
Edmunds, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan, Harri 


vall for the yeas and 


Howard, Howe, Kellogg, MeDonaid, Morrill 
Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Osborn 
Pomeroy, Ramsey, Rice, Robe rtson, ‘Schurz, s 


Spencer, Sumner, Thay er, Lipton, and Wilson 3 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Boreman, Carpenter, C 
Yonkling, Cragin, Davis, Fenton, Bi 
Hamilton, Norton, Patterson, Pratt, Ross, 
bury, Sawyer, Sherman, Stewart, Stoc kton, Thur 
man, Trumbull, Vickers, Warner, Willey, and Wil 
liams—26. 

ABSENT — Messrs. Cattell, 
Sprague, and Yates—®. 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senat 
adjourned. 


Sauls 


McCreery, P: 


HOUSE Or R E PR EE SENT AT IVES 
Wepnespay, January 14, 1870. 
The House met at twelve o'clock m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burter. 
The Journal of yesterday was read 
approved. 


Prayér 
and 


PARK LIVE OAK. 


Mr. BUFFINTON,.by unanimous consent, 
introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 118) 
authorizing and directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to issue an American register to the 
British-built bark Live Oak, owned by citizens 
of New Bedford, Mz assachusetts ; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


GEORGIA. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. [ask unani- 
mous consent to submit the following resolu 
tion: 


Resolved, That the General of the Army be ré 
spectfully requested to inform the House under what 
act of Congress, or by what other authority, Generals 
Luger and Haines and Major Goodfellow, officers of 
the United States Army, are acting in the L egisla 
ture of Georgia as a committee of elections to adju 








; 
' 


’ 


*- 
New 
~] 
~~ 
ww ® 


dicate the legal qualifications of members of that 
body. 


Mr. HOLMAN, In every instance, except 
tothe President of the United States, the usual 
form is to direct instead of request. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I will so mod- 
ify my resolution. 

There was no objection; and the resolution, 
us modified, was adopted. 


' 


L 


{| 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York, moved to | 


reconsider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted; and alzo moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
> 
REPUTED DESERTERS 
Mr. CREBS, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following preamble and resolution ; 
which were read, considered, and agreed to: 
Whereas there are a large number of private sol- 
diers, non-commissioned officers, and commissioned 
otticers of the late war who by reason of absence 
without leave from causes beyond their control at 
sme particular tri-monthly muster, but who were 
not deserters, are so reported on the rolls in the 
\djutant General’s ofliceas to preclude them from the 
payment duethem for services actually rendered the 
Government: Therefore, 


Le it resolved, That the Committee on Military | 


\ffairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill providing for a board of military 
officers before whom all private soldiers, non-com- 
inissioned and commissioned officers having claims 
igainst the Government for monthly pay, &c., may 
appear, by themselves or attorneys, and present their 
claims and evidence in support of the same; which 
board, on hearing the evidence, shall make a report 
to the Paymaster General of the Army, who shall be 
authorized to pay such claims whenever a favorable 
report shall be made by such board. 

WASILINGTON, ETC., RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. GILFPILLAN, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Ltesolved, That in order to carry out the resolution 
of this House relative to the Washington and George- 
town Railroad Company, the Committee for the 
District of Columbia be authorized and empowered 
tosend for persons and papers, provided that no 

xpense be incurred in so doing. 

LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES. 

Mr. Pio TERS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (iL. R. No. 868) to amend the 
bankrupt act so as to exempt from its provis- 
ions certain interests in life insurance policies; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Revision of the 
Laws of the United States. 

RELIEF OF VOLUNTEER OFFICERS 

Mr. PETERS, by unanimots consent, also in- 
troduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 119) for 
the relief of certain officers of volunteers; which 


was read a first and second time, and referred | 


to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
SCHOONERS ZENAS SNOW AND PATRIOT. 
Mr. PETERS, by unanimous consent, also 
introduced a bill ( a. oe No. 869) to authorize 
the issuing of certificates of registry or enroll- 
iment to the schooners Zenas Snow and Patriot; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
NIAGARA FALLS SIIIP-CANAL. 


Mr. INGERSOLL, by unanimous consent, 
reported back from the Committee on Railroads 
and Canals the bill (H. Rt. No. 514) to provide 
tor the construction of a ship-canal around the 
lalls of Niagara, and moved that it be ordered 
to be printed, and that it be recommitted to the 
same committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

JAMES A BUCK. 
Mr. INGERSOLL, by unanimous consent, 


also introduced a bijl (HL. R. No. 870) for the | 
Buck; which was read a | 


relief of James A. 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

UTAIT CENTRAL RATLROAD COMPANY. 

Mr, WHERLER, by unanimous consent, 
trom the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 871) granting to the 
Utah Central Railroad Company a right of 
way through the public lands for the constrac- 





, on the Public Lands the bill (H. R. No. 253) to 


tion of a railroad and telegraph; which was 

read afirst and second time, recommitted to the 

same committee, aud ordered to be printed. 
LELAND HARBOR, 

Mr. FERRY, by unanimous consent, sub- 

mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to consider and report to this House the practica- 
bility and necessity of improving, by breakwater or 
otherwise, the harbor at Leland, on Lake Michigan. 


INVALID PENSIONS. 
Mr. FERRY also, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was 


| read, considered, and agreed to : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
be, and are hereby, authorized to consider the pro- 
priety of providing by law that no invalid pensioner 
shall be deprived of his pension during the time he 
may have been employed in the civil service of the 
United States between the dates of March 3, 1855, and 


| JuneG, 1566; and thatthey report by bill or otherwise. 


GRANT OF LANDS FOR A UNIVERSITY. 


Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, by unanimous 
consent, reported back from the Committee 


construe acts granting lands to the State of 
Minnesota for a university ; and moved that 
it be ordered to be printed, and that it be 
recommitted to the same committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KELSEY. Idemandthe regular order 
of business. 


Mr. SCOFIELD moved to reconsider the 


various votes by which bills, &c., had been 

referred and recommitted ; andalso moved that 

the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. STILES. [rise to a privileged question. 
I offer a joint resolution for the adjournment 
of the Congress of the United States. 

The Clerk read the joint resolution, as 
follows: 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa - 
tives, dc., That the President of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives do declare 
their respective Houses adjourned sine die at twelve 
o’clock m. on the second Tuesday of April next. 

Mr. STILES. I move the previous ques- 
tion on the resolution. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
lution. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman has no 
right to object. It is a privileged resolution. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania offers it as 
a resolution of the highest privilege. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move that the resolu- 
tion be laid on the table. 

Mr. STILES. I demand the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 75, nays 80, not voting 
55; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Asper, Banks, Beaman, 

seatty, Benjamin, Benton, Bingham, Blair, Boles, 
George M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, Buffinton, Burch- 
ard, Burdett, Cake, Cessna, Clinton L. Cobb, Conger, 
Cullom, Deweese, Dickey, Donley, Farnsworth, ler- 
riss, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Fitch, Hawley, 


I object to the reso- 


, 
| Hay, Hoar, Hooper, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Johnson, 


Julian, Kelley, Kelsey, Knapp, Logan, Maynard, 
McCarthy, MeGrew, William Moore, Daniel J. Mor- 
rell, Myers, Negley, O’Neill, Orth, Packard, Palmer, 
Peters, Poland, Prosser, Roots, Sargent, Seofield, 
Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, John A. Smith, William 
Smyth, Starkweather, Stokes, Strong, Tanner, Till- 
man, T'wichell, Tyner, Whittemore, Wilkinson, Wil- 
lard, Williams, and Eugene M. Wilson—75, 
NAYS—Messrs. Axtell, Beck, Biggs, Bird, Boyd, 
James Brooks, Burr, Calkin, Cowles, Crebs, Dawes, 
Dickinson, Dox, Eldridge, Getz, Golladay, Greene, 
Griswold, Haight. Haldeman. Hamill, Hawkins, 
Heaton, Heflin, Hill, Hoge. Holman, Thomas L. 
Jones, Judd, Kellogg, Kerr, Ketcham, Knott, Laflin, 
Lawrence, Marshall, Mayham, MeCormick, Me- 
Crary, MeNeely, Mercur, Elikam H. Moore, Mun- 
ren, Niblack, Pomeroy, Potter, Randall, Reading, 
teeyes, Rice, Rogers, Sanford, Schumaker, Porter 
Sheldon, Sherrod, Slocum, Stevens, Stiles, Stough- 
ton, Strader, Swann, Sweeney, Taffe, Trimble, Up- 
son, Van Auken, Voorhees, Ward, William B. Wash- 
burn, Welker, Wells, Wheeler, Winans, Winchester, 
Witcher, Wood, and Woodward—80. 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Ambler, 


' Archer, Armstrong, Arnell, Bailey, Barnum, Ben- 
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nett, Bowen, Benjamin F.Butler, Roderick p 
ler, Churchill, Clark, Cleveland, Amat : 
burn, Cook, Cox, Davis, Dixon, Dockery me q 
Dyer, Ela, Fox, Garfield, Gilfillan, Hale, Hammpey: 
jlamilton, Hays, Hoag, Hotchkiss lexa ler ii’ 
Jones, Lash, Loughridge, Lynch, Jesse H _— 
Morgan, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey ” Packe 
Paine, Phelps, Sawyer, Schenck, Joseph'S Smith’ 
William J. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Stec.,’ 


ait 


80 stone, Strickland, Townse oe r. 
an Codwaladerc. Warten xe & n T. v4 
son—do. pas 

So the House refused to lay the resolutio; 
on the table. 

Mr. STILES. I move the previous qui 
tion on the resolution. 

Mr. JENCKES. I move to refer the res, 
lution to the Committee of Ways and Mean 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not. 
order pending the demand for the pre 
question. 

Mr. STILES. I call for tellers on seeoyd 
ing the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Jexcxes ani) 
Mr. SriLes were appointed. 

The House divided ; and the tellers report. 
ed—ayes 74, noes 66. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The question was upon ordering the main 
question to be now put. 

Mr. INGERSOLL called for the yeas and 
nays. 

‘he yeas and nays were rot ordered. 

The main question was ordered, being on 
the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. INGERSOLL called for the yeas and 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [rise toa parliamentary 
question. ‘This, if I anidiectend it, is a joint 


il 


Vlou 


resolution which requires the signature of the 


President. [ submit whether, under the Con 


| stitution, a joint resolution for this purpose i 


in order, and whether it should not be a con 
current resolution of the two Houses. 

The SPEAKER. It will be considered as » 
concurrent resolution. It ought to be a con 
currentresolution. Thatisa mere matter of form 
which will be corrected in the engrossment. 

Mr. STILES. That is merely technica! 

The question was taken on the adoption of th 
resolution ; and it was decided in the negativ: 
—yeas 73,nays100, not voting 37; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Axtell, Beck, Biggs, Bird, Boyd, 
James Brooks, Burr, Calkin, Crebs, Dickinson, Dox, 
Kidridge, Getz, Golladay, Greene, Griswold, Haight, 
Haldeman, Hamill, Heaton, Heflin, Hill, Hoge, Ho! 
man,Thomas L. Jones, Judd, Julian, Kelley, Kellogg, 
Kerr, Knott, Lawrence, Marshall, Mayham, McCo1 
mick, McCrary, McNeely, Mercur, William Moore, 
Morgan, Mungen, Niblack, Pomeroy, Potter, Ran 
dall, Reading, Reeves, Rice, Rogers, Sanford, Schu 
maker, Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, Slocum, Stevens, 
Stiles, Stone, Strader, Swann, Sweency, Tafle, Trim 
ble, Van Auken, Van Horn, Voorhees, Ward, Wells, 
Wheeler, Winans, Winchester, Witcher, Wood, ani 
Woodward—73. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Arnell, Asper, Bailey, 
Banks, Beaman, Beatty, Benjamin, Benton, Blair, 
Boles, Bowen,George M, Brooks, Buckley, Buflinton, 
Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick k. 
Butier, Cessna, Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, 
Coburn, Conger, Cullom, Dawes, Deweese, Dickey, 
Dixon, Donley, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Farnsworth, Fer 
riss, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Fitch, Garfield, (il 
fillan, Hawkins, Hawley, Hay, Hloar, Hooper, Inger 
soll, Jenckes, Johnson, Kelsey, Knapp, Laflin, Lash 
Logan, Loughridge, Maynard, McCarthy, McGrew. 
Kliakim H. Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P.Mor 
rill, Myers, Negley, O’Neill, Orth, Packard, Packer, 
Paine, Palmer, Peters, Poland, Prosser, Roots, Sar 
gent, Caweer Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, Lionel A 
Sheldon, John A. Smith, William J. Smith, Worth 
ington, U, Smith, William Smyth, Starkweath r, 
Stokes, Strong, Tanner, Tillman, Townsend, Twice! 
ell, Tyner, Cadwalader C. Washburn, William } 
Washburn, Welker, Whittemore, Wilkinson, Wi 
lard, Williams, and Eugene M. Wilson—100.. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Amblec’, 
Archer, Armstrong, Barnum, Bennett, Bingham, 
Buck, Cake, Churchill, Cleveland, Cook, Cowle- 
Cox, Davis, Dockery, Fox, Hale, Hambleton, Hamil 
ton, Hays, Hoag, Motchkiss, Alexander IH, Jone, 
Ketcham, Lynch, Jesse H. Moore, Morrissey, Phelt 
Joseph $, Smith, Stevenson, Stoughton, Stricklan:. 
Upson, Van Trump, and John T.Wilson—3i. 

So the resolution was not agreed to. 

Mr. CESSNA moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was rejected ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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GDILL SLUGNKD, 


ENROLLED 


hee 


REATTY, from the Committee on En- 

od Bills, reported that they had examined 

: found truly enrolled a bill of the follow- 
xe tile when the Speaker signed the same: 
sact (H.R. No. 861) makingappropriations 

‘ay the expenses of the Committee on 
nking and Currency incurred in pursuance 
nvestigations ordered by the House of Rep- 
vasentatives. 


\DDITIONAL FORCE IN STATE DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sted a letter from the Secretary of State, 
commending the appointment of a solicitor 
of cl aims for the State Department, and an 
appropri ation for the compensation of three 
sdditional clerks for indexing the records and 
napers received by the Department ; which 
referred to the Committee on Iloreign 
fairs, and ordered to be printed. 
Some time eer it 
Mr. D AWES saic 
Secretary of State in relation to additional 
clerks for that Department should be referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 
The SPEAKER. The reference was made 
the motion of the gentleman’s colleague, 
Mr. BANKS. ] 
Mr. DAWES. I would suggest to my col- 
league that the letter should go to the Com- 
1 itte e on Appropriations. 
fr. BANKS. It requires a change of law, 
Is sup om and I will not object to ‘the refer- 
ence to the Committee on Appropriations. 
“The SPEAKER. If there be no objection 
the reference will be changed accordingly. 
No objection was made. 
DEFICIENCIES IN WAR DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 





pay 
wes 


the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting | 


estimates for deficiencies for the War Depart- 

ment; 

on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 
DEFICIENCY FOR UTAH. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 

a communication from the Secretary of the 

Treasury, transmitting a copy of a letter from 


the secretary of the Territory of Utah in rela- - 


tion to a deficiency for the Territory of Utah. 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR DAKOTA INDIANS. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of the 
Interior, submitting estimates of spproprit ations 
for the Sisseton and W ahpeton, Santee and 
Sioux Indians, at Lake Traverse and Devil’s 
Lake, Dakota; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
rinted. 


OMITTED ESTIMATES FOR 1870 AND 1871. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treas sury, in reference to an omitted estimate 
for the years 1870 and 1871; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 
INDEMNITY FROM CHINA AND JAPAN. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of State, 
in relation to the indemnity fund oe ceived from 
the Governments of China and Japan by the 
Departm rent of State, amounting now in the 
aggregate to $1,163,000; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 
HALLET?’S POINT, 
The SP RAKER 
“ communication from the Secretary of War, 
in answer to a resolution of the House dated 
Devember ‘ 20, 1869, transmitting a report of 
the chief of engineers upon the feasibility and 
cost of cutting a channel through Hallett’s 
oint, at the head of Loug Island Sound ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- | 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 
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I think the letter of the | 


which was referred to the Committee | 


also laid before the House | 


NEW STATE DEPARTMENT BULLDING. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of State 
in relation to a commission appointed by Con- 
gress to select a site for the erection of a new 
building for the State Department, with an 
estimate of its probable cost; which was re- 
ferred to the ( 


and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 
CIVIL LAW IN VIRGINIA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of War 
in relation to the administration of civil law 
in Virginia; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Reconstruction. 

HARRIS'S ROTARY 

Mr. CONGER, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to inquire as to the utility and expediency 
of introducing Harris’s rotary steam-cengine into the 
naval service of the United States, and as to its fitness 
and economy for any branches of such service; and 
for that purpose the said committee are authorized 
to require the opinion of any officers and engineers 
connected with the naval service, and to request the 
opinion of such other persons regarding said engine 
as to said committee may seem proper, and to report 

|| thereon to this House by bill or otherwise. 
NAVY-YARD AT LEAGUE ISLAND. 
| The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
|| now begun, and the House, as the regular order, 
|| resumes the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
|| No. 480) for the transfer of the Philadelphia 
navy-yard to League Island, upon which the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KeLuey] 
is entitled to the floor for fifty minutes. 

Mr. KELLEY. I propose to yield to my 
colleague [Mr. RanpALL] to submit an amend- 
ment to this bill. 
Mr. RANDALL. 


STEAM-ENGINE. 


I move to amend this bill 
by adding to it the following: 

All proceeds from the sales shall bo covered 
into the Treasury of the United States, to be held 
and used for the preparation of the new yard from 
pee to time as Congress may direct: and the Secre- 

tary of the Navy is hereby directed not to expend in 
the preparation of the new yard for e fective service 
a greater sum of money than shall be realized from 
the sales heretofore alluded to. 

The SPEAKER. Thisamendment must be 
treated as an amendment to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Wasu- 
BURN, | in order that it may be now considered. 

Mr. RANDALL. Thatis the form I desire 
it to take. 

Mr. KELLEY. lask that both amendments 
be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. If the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL] 
will modify his amendment so as to provide for 
covering this money into the Treasury I will 
accept his amendment. 

Mr. RANDALL. That is the exact word- 
ing of my amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. But it 
authorizes the Secretary of the Navy to use the 
money without an appropriation. 

Mr. RANDALL. No, sir; it leaves the 
money in the l'reasury, subject to the action of 
Congress. Let the amendment be again read. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I would suggest to my 
colleague [Mr. Ranpa.u] that all difficulty 


Closnasities on Public Buildings | 





would be avoided, and the amendment made to | 


mean exactly the same thing, if he would leave 
out all but the clause to cover this money into 
the ‘Treasury. 

Mr. RANDALL. I have no objection to 
modifying my amendment in that manner. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. If it be 
so modified I will accept the amendmeat. 

Mr. RANDALL. My only desire was to 
meet every possible objection to this bill. 

Mr. KELLEY. 1 agree with my colleague, 
the chairman of the Committee on 
Affairs, {[Mr. Scor1e.p,] that the proper form 
for the amendment would be to have it termin- 
ate with the phrase, ‘covered into the Treas- 
| ury of the United States.’’ 


Naval | 
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Mr. SCOFIELD. I ask the Clerk to read 
the amendme nt as modified. 
The C| ie rk read as follows: 


“he proceeds from all sales shall be covered into 
the Treasury of the United States. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I accept 
that as a modification of my amendment. 

Mr. KELLEY. I yield for a moment to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Pate. } 

Mr. PAINE. I send to the Clerk’s desk a 
communication from one of my constituents, 
which, perhaps, has a bearing on the general 
subject now under discussion. 

‘The Clerk read as follows: 


CLEVELAND, January 15, 1870. 

I send you a Cleveland paper containing the pro- 
ceedings of the public in reference to the income 
tax. There is a very deep feeling here against this 
tax in particular, and against the grinding of tho 
tax mill in general. ’e are being reduced to pow- 
der, and if the future brings an explosion it is not to 
be wondered at. This generation Son done the fight- 
ing and the Administration ought not to “ the 
debt out of it. Patrick killed the bots our- 
ing hot water down the animal’s throat, but he Ye kille d 
the horse also. Business here is dead, enterprise 
paralyzed. A strong under- current is setting in 
against the Administration in this matter of taxes, 
and the ruling party must not lose its hold on the 
public. If they do they will weaken and attenuate 
until, like the donkey of Hans, it will be necessary 
to tie a knot in its tail to keep it from slipping 
through the collar! 

E. B. HALE. 


Truly yours, 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, during the 
few moments I was upon the floor yesterday I 
attempted to bring tothe attention of the House 
the oflicial information which has been obtained 


since the report made in 1862, upon which the 


| gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Wasnsurn ] 
| and the chairman of the Committee on Appro- 
priations {Mr. Dawes] based all their sugges 


|| a navy-yard. 


tions touching the fitness of League Island for 
I now propose, in pursuance of 
the thought that then controlled me, to send 
to the Clerk’s desk and have read a report 


_which was made before the acceptance of 


| chief 


League Island by the Government, in 1867, by 
Admiral Davis, then in charge of the Naval 
Observatory ; Major General A. A. Humphreys, 
engineer of the Army of the United 


States; James Alden, commodore in the Navy; 


| vey. 


J. W. King, chief engineer in the Navy, and 
now in charge of the Bureau of Steam — 
neering of that Department; and Prof. J. EK. 
Hilgard, chief of the United States Coast Sur- 
The report will speak for its authors. It 


| may be that they know nothing about League 


|| Island; but if they do know anything about it, 


and their official word may be taken, the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin and the chairman of 


|| the Committee on Appropriations either know 


nothing about it or most grievously misrepre- 


sent it. 


| tures of the surrounding channels and basins ; 


I ask the Clerk to read the report. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


WASHINGTON, Apri 11, 1869. 

Str: The board appointed by the President of the 
United States, under authority of an act of Congress 
approved February 18, 1367, to consider the propriety 
of accepting League Island and adjacent property 
and rights from the city of Philadelphia for naval 
purposes, has the honor to submit the following 
report: 

‘The board has read with scrupulous attention the 
several reports and opinions on the subject of League 
Island and its suitableness for naval purposes, pro- 
ceeding from commissions of inquiry or from other 
official authorities. It has given a respectful and 
careful deliberation to the most prominent of the 
controversial pamphlets written on the subject: it 
has made a complete study of the original maps and 
plans of League Island and the adjacent property, 
among which are included the early original manu- 
script topograpical sheets of the United States Coast 
Survey; it has investigated the hydrographical - 
it bh 
entered into a thoro ugh personal examination of 
League Island, of the opposite shore of the back 


|} channel, and of the channels themselves at different 


periods of the tide; it has bestowed its careful con- 
sideration upon the relation of all the various points 
and details involved tothe present and future wants 
and purposes of the Navy of the United States, and 


| especially their relation to the supplies of mate rial, 


| feeling assured that these deliberations, 
| tions, and studies, added to the knowledge 


powe gg and 
examinn 
and ex 
perience alres aly possessed by its members, qualify it 
| Soform an opinion on thesubject of League Island in 
respect to its geological, topocraphical, and hydro- 


labor, and the sources of manufacturing 
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graphical conditions, in respect to defense, in respect \| the back channel. 


to the practical business and wants of navy-yarda, 
docks, and dock-yards for vessels of wood an iron, 

nd in respect to ite adaptation for all naval purposes 
whatever; this board does not hesitate torecommend 
cntire unanimity that League Island, the adja- 
nt marshes and back channel. together with so 
ich of the opposite shore of the back channel from 

League Leland shore as is hereinafter described, 


+} 
siti 


\| 


| 


cepted from the city of Philadelphiaand beheld || 


jor naval purposes by the Government of the United 
» much of the opposite shore of the back channel 
_in the opinion of the board, is ample to enablethe 
Government to have the sole and exclusive use of said 
back channel and both shores thercot, isshown by the 
polygon in red ink on the plan accompanying this 
report, and is described in words as follows: 
irom a pointon the westside of Broad street three 
hundred feet north of its intersection with the dike, 
the northern boundary runs east to the west side of 
Kighth street two hundred and seventy feet; thence 
east to the west sideof Third street south four bun- 
dred and twenty feet ; thence east nineteen hundred 
and eighty feet; thence south to the low-water line 
of the Delaware river, maintaining at Kighth and 
Third etreets the same distance from the island as at 
Broad street, but conforming tothe rectangular plan 
of the city and including the northern entrance to 
the back channel. Again, from Broad street west- 
wardly, preserving the same average distance from 


the dyke, the line runs from the pointon Broadstreet | 


south 80° west seventeen hundred and ten feet; 
thence south 66° west thirty-three hundredand sixty 
feet; thenee south 43° west to the low-water line of 
the Schuytkill river. 

The area included between the polygon thus de- 
scribed and the low-water line on the north side of 
the back channel is approximately two hundred and 
thirty-nine acres, of which seventy-nine acres are 
improved land inside of a dyke, and the remainder 
flats uncovered at low water. 

All of which is respecttully submitted. 

C. H. DAVIS, 
Rear Admiral U. S..N., 
Superintendent U.N. Naval Observatory. 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Brig. Gen. U.S. A 


Chief of Engineers, Maj. Gen of Vols. 
JAMES ALDEN, 


Commodore U.S. N. - 


J. W. KING, 
Chief Engineer U.S. N. 
J. BE. HILGARD, 


Assistant U.S. Coast Survey in charge of office. | 


lion. G. Weiues, Seeretary of the Navy. 

Mr. DAWES. So far as I have heard, that 
report says nothing as to how high the tide 
rises at. League Island, which is the only point 
to which | have made any reference. 

Mr. KELLEY. Iwill answer the gentle- 
men by asking him whether oak, maple, and 
ash trees grow on land overflowed by nine feet 


of water and thrive and live for centuries? | 
league Island, as the official reports before || 


me and accessible to the gentleman show, 
has upon it oak, maple, ash, and other trees 
which require high ground from the time the 
seed germinates and for its quickening into 
life. Yet the chairman of the committee told 
this Hlouse yesterday that this island is nine 
feet below the level of tide-water and would re- 
quire an expenditure of $2,500,000 to raise it to 
a level on which ashop can be erected. In the 
face of the evidence of George Davidson, of the 
Coast Survey, which | have presented, that all 











but the heaviest shops common to Philadelphia | 


may be built there on a foundation of six or 
eight feet, the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations asserted that a shop built there 
would float away. I can only quote his lan- 
guage from the Chronicle, as it does not appear 
inthe Globe. He said: 


‘Not a shop could be transferred to League Island | 


until the surface was raisec, unless they wanted to 
have the navy-yard carried to sea.” 

Sir, there are some facts that no force of im- 
agination and no audacity of assertion can 
gainsay. rom the time civilization came into 
the neighborhood of Philadelphia much of this 
island has been upland. It was among the 
first property conveyed to the London eom- 
pany and among the first conveyed by that 
company to apurchaser, It was then described 
as cripple-land, one half of which was arable 
nnd not subject to overflow by the tide. Yet, 
if I credit the assertions of honorable gentle- 
imen, | would believe that it was a mere mass 
of alluvium compressed into its present site by 
the coniluence of two rivers. Sir, it is notan 
island save at the surface; it is part of the 
mainland through a depression in which the 
waters forced their way and made what is called 


This was growing in width 


| and the north end of the channel was stopped 


up by emptying into it cargo after cargo of 
stone. ‘The gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. 
WASHBURN] refers to it and says that as a 
mere alluvial deposit it is growing so that a 
channel through which the largest vessels of 
war could go has been filled up by alluvium. 


| They often talk most fluently on a subject who 











know least about it. 

Now, sir, I am willing to trust my judgment 
to the Coast Survey, who have bored those four 
hundred acres of island and two hundred acres 
of accretions at forty-two distinct points, and 
put at the disposal of Congress the results 


| found at every three feet of additional depth. 


I am willing to trust the chief engineer of the 
Navy and the chief of engineers of the United 
States Army and the oflicer in charge of the 
Coast Survey, and the two distinguished men 
of science who unite with them in the ‘report I 
have caused to be read; and I am willing to 
trust the bill to this House on that report. 

My excellent friend, and such I truly esteem 
him, the chairman of the Committee on Ap- 


| propriations, is not only a highly educated 


prosecuting attorney, but he has the fitness 
for that place as one of the eminent gifts of 
nature. He hesitates about pursuing an enemy ; 
but when he finds that a person or party to 
whom he has given his confidence is said to be 
suspected of being a suspicious person he goes 
at the work of prosecuting him or it con amore; 
and by his zeal and buoyancy proves the truth 


| of Shakspeare’s aphorism, that ‘‘ the labor we 


delight in physics pain.’’ With what ingenuity 
he intimated that the Philadelphia delegation 
have been acting a little cunningly and were 
about to plunder the public Treasury by secur- 


| ing an inordinate appropriation for League 


Island, and that some officials seemed to sanc- 
tion their furtive project! Having disclosed 
this conspiracy, the gentleman went pell-mell 
into adenunciation of the present Administra- 
tion in all its Departments save the Attorney 
General's, and gave the country an intimation 
that the Senate were about expelling him from 
oflice because there is reason to suspect him 
of being honest. I did not readily perceive 
the connection of all this with League Island. 

But the gentleman sees an imaginary link 
between them in an imaginary claim for an 
appropriation of $800,000 for the improvement 
of the island. I have watched the progress of 
this League-Island question, as it is called, 
since Philadelphia first expended $300,000 in 
its purchase and tendered it as a gift to the 
Government. I have been counsel to the course 


| of its history, and I heard yesterday from the 


lips of the gentleman, for the first time in my 
life, the suggestion that $800,000 or $500,000 
or $300,000 should be asked for, and once only 
from one of my colleagues have I heard an in- 
timation that an appropriation of $200,000 
should be suggested. So far as I know, the 
idea of the appropriation of $800,000 is a mere 
creature of imagination. I know the gen- 
tleman had what he considered good authority 
for it. That fact do not challenge. Heis not 
a man who invents a fact and bases an argu- 
ment upon it. I know him too well to believe 
that. What I have always thought on this 
subject, and what I expressed on this floor 
when the Navy appropriation bill of last session 
was under caslbnatees whs that hereafter all 
appropriations made for naval purposes in Phil- 
adelphia should be confined to, and that there 
should be a clause requiring them to be ex- 
pended at, League Island, except so much as 
might be required for the preservation of prop- 
erty at the present station. That ‘is all the 
Philadelphia delegation have expected and all 
they ask. 

Let me appeal to the recollection of gentle- 
men. When it was proposed last year to ap- 
sropriate $50,000 for buildings in the old yard 
I moved to reduce it to $25,000, saying that 
no new buildings ought to be erected there, 
and that $25,000 would cover the repairs of 
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| all that existed. The appropriation was 


cordingly reduced; and I then asked fos 


appropriation of $10,000 for the Sateen ai 


| League Island and its preparation to poco. 
| the shops, tools, and materials from the ,. 


yard. This was not made. What influenc. 


prevented it I cannot say. 


Let me describe the existing yard to y, 
Mr. Speaker. But before doing so, let me «.. 


| that the Secretary of the Navy has nae -t 


not intimated in his report a request for 
appropriation, but has carefully guarded agaj)., 
it. The gentleman, referring to the Secreta,’ 
report, says that the man who declares he ¢ 
save $2,000,000 out of an expenditure of | th);,,. 
$500,000 proposed must be somewhat o,, 
fused in his figures. Not more so, in my judg. 
ment, than one who believes and states to «), . 
House that but three years have elapsed ¢in¢ 
the spring of 1862. I do not know on whj, 
side between those contestants the confusioy 
as to figures rests. Perhaps a few words , 
explanation would set them both right. Tyo 
Secretary of the Navy, in closing his report 1, 
the President, which was transmitted to Cop. 
gress, says: 


sucl 


[have thought it proper in the first report of 
your administration to explain fully the present eo). 
dition of the naval establishment, and to point oy 
withsome particularity the general principles whic) 


| I think should be adopted for its improvement. |), 
| doing so I have been led to discusssome questions of 


public policy which have relation to the field of nay,| 
service, and which must be considered in judging 
its present and determining on its future condition. 
Iam not unmindful, however, of the fact that the 
present condition of the country demands the str; 


| est economy in every branch of the public seryie. 


and many of the suggestions which I have felt it wy 
duty to make must be understood as pointing to ty 

for which we should strive rather than that which y 

may at onceaccomplish. With thenecessary inform. 
ation and proper suggestions before them, Congres: 
must be the final judge of what the situation demanis 
and the resources of the country will permit.” 

Did not the Secretary of the Navy ac 
wisely? He laid before Congress all the facts 
of the case. He disclosed clearly the view 
which he had from his stand-point. He made 
suggestions reaching into the far future. Av 
if Congress will but make similar appropria- 
tions for the Philadelphia station, confining 
their expenditure to LAckes Island, I mean 
similar to those it makes for other yards, and 
confine the expenditure to League Island or 
to the removal of shops and materials there, 
there will, in pursuance of the Secretary's 
policy, grow gradually to perfection the greatest 
naval establishment in the world. 

I agree with the gentleman from Massachu- 
setis [Mr. Dawes] in saying that a govern- 
ment that acts wisely will rely upon the pri- 
vate workshops of the country for ninety per 
cent. of its work. But, sir, League Island is 
something more than the site for a workshop. 
Salt water is poison to an iron ship, and nature 
has provided the only remedy yet discovered 
for its effect, which is a transfer to fresh water. 
A Government with an iron Navy must have 
fresh-water basins in which to lay up its iron 
vessels, and cure them of disease imparted by 
long continuance in salt-water service. A 
competent fresh-water basin for our Navy |s 
found in the derided back channel of League 
Island. Thirty iron vessels have lain there 
for three years with safety and with scarcely 
any expense to the Government. In connec: 
tion with this natural basin you have there four 
miles of solid land and the accretions around, 
in which you can easily make excavations |! 
you require other fresh-water basins. [li 
whole is now the property of the Government. 

Let me now refer to the yard which it 1s pro 
yosed to remove. . It embraces twenty acre 
Ie is in the heart of the commercial part of lve 
city. The heaviest and most powerful busizess 
corporations of Pennsylvania have acquir 
every foot of land between its southern bounu 
ary and League Island—the Pennsylvania lai! 
road Company, the petroleum companies, and 
lumber, coal, and iron companies. Our heav- 
iest wharves and bulkiest commerce occupy 
the space between the island and the preseu! 


yard. 
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and the limits of the lattercannot be ex- 

d, as the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. 
(SH RN | suggested. 
yd now a word as to the condition of the 

Look at its machine-shops. I had the 
- to expose the fraudulent practices by 
eh in one year after the war had closed 
ee than a million and a half dollars’ worth 
tools had been purchased for the several 

nearly one million dollars from one 
and many of them old tools at new prices. 
rhe machine-shop received its share of these 
all is so crowded that. you cannot work half 
roolsat onetime. You cannot for instance 
ne the cranes on the north side of the shop 

» those on the south side are in motion. 

Half the tools must always be idle. 

(he shop is a feeble frame building that 
rates under the motive power and prevents 
ek from being done well orrapidly. A fire 
tring anywhere in that crowded yard would 

» this and all the shops of all the other 

artments away. Yet, sir, limited as is the 
tent of this shop, it is so large as to have 
dered useless one of the three dry-docks 
riug to the Government at its several 
val stations. Itcovers forty-five feet of the 
ays of the dry-dock, and therefore, while 
itself scarcely useful, it paralyzes and 
ders useless that great and chiefest append- 
ve of the yard, the dry-dock. Why shall that 
uachinery not be removed to a place of safety ? 

Whysball it notbe puton the solid foundations 
{ League Island that the workmen you pay may 

their work speedily and well on machines 
irmly placed, and not remain in a little frame 
jilding? That is the proposition of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy and that is the whole prop- 
sition. ‘The amendment proposed to the bill 
by my colleague | Mr. Ranpauv] covers a detect 
which had not attracted my attention or that of 
my colleague, the chairman of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, [ Mr. Scor1reLp ]—the clause 
allowing the Secretary of the Navy to expend 
the proceeds of the sales of the old yard with- 
out appropriation. I never would have as- 
sented to such a proposition myself. But if 
the amendment shall be adopted the money 
received from the sale will be covered into the 
l'reasury subject to congressional appropria- 
tion. Here you have a yard costing you a large 
sum of money almost useless, and which is esti- 
mated by the board of tax revision of Phila- 
delphia to be worth to-day in cash in the mar- 
ket $8,500,000. You have an island more 
than three hundred acres of which are ready 
to-day to receive machine-shops and other 
workshops which may be put under the shade 
of oaks and maples that have stood there more 
than a century and a half, as scientific men 
say; indeed, as is said in one of the official 
reports before me. 

Now, why shall it not be done? Is it that 
New England, with her two navy-yards, with 
three navy-yards east of the Hudson out of 
seven belonging to the country, feels that no 
steps should be taken toward improving the 
condition of the naval station at Philadelphia 
without giving New England one more navy- 
yard? Is thatthe ground of opposition? You 
have a navy-yard at, Brooklyn, one at Charles- 
town, and one at Kittery, Maine; there is one 
at San l’rancisco, and there are three for all 
the rest of the country; and New England, 
through the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations, puts itself forward in this 
louse with the dog-in-the-manger policy, and 
says you shall not even practice economy until 
you will give New England another naval sta- 
tion, and put four east of the Hudson. 

ltis not my intention to wander out of the 
“Viscussion of the question before the House, 
aud in which I and my constituents have a 
‘ocal interest, to vindicate the Administration, 
butif the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Dawes] had had the goodness to turn to the 
appropriations asked for in 1867, he would 
have seen that on the broad scale adopted by 
the Secretary of the Navy, of submitting all the 


rin, 


v1 


expenditures that are requ..ed in the present 
and the future, the Navy Department asks for 
a little over three million five hundred thousand 
dollars, while the last Democratic Secretary 
asked for 1868and 1869 the sum of $10,141,088, 
more than two dollars forevery one. ‘The gen- 
tleman, when he was arraigning Grant and his 
administration, and holding them up to derision 
and contempt as ready to falsify all their prom- 
ises, seems to have forgotten that he was pre- 
senting in one column the appropriations esti- 
mated for this year and in another the appro- 
priations accorded last year by an unwilling 
Congress to an Administration that had sought 
to betray the country. It was hardly fair that 
these should be put in parallel columns to the 
disparagement of the existing Administration. 

Mr. DAWES. Wiil you state the exact 
figures? ; 

Mr. KELLEY. I cannot, for I have not 
the gentleman's speech in full before me. 
Mr. DAWES. I stated it yesterday. 

in the book before you. 

Mr. KELLEY. I know this: that during 
the nine years I have sat here I have seen 
these estimates cut down first in the committee- 
room and then on this floor, and I have no 
fear that there will be this year any increase 
over the average of past years. I| have no 
idea that the appropriations will be as large 
as they have generally been. But I say that 
it is taking an unfair standard, to take last 
year and run a parallel between the estimates 
of this year and the appropriations of that 
year of peculiar circumstances. 

Mr. Speaker, I shall not consume much 
more of the time of the House, but I beg gen- 
tlemen to give their attention while [ say a 
few words directly upon the question of League 
Island. ‘The city of Pinladelphia, in purchas- 
ing this island and making a grant of it to the 
Government, was moved by two considerations. 
One was that the Secretary of the Navy had 
appointed a commission of certain officers to 
ascertain where a fresh-water basin could be 
had for the iron-clads of the Navy when not 
at sea. In that respect the people of Philadel- 
phia were impelled by their patriotism. What 
next? ‘The twenty acres of the present navy- 
yard interrupt the business of the city, and 
especially the travel and business along our 
southern wharves. It interrupts three of our 
streets running north and south and two run- 
ning east and west. And the people of my 
good city believed that if you would remove 
the navy-yard from there, and sell the ground 
for commercial and other purposes, the in- 
crease of the taxable property ofthe city would 
be sutlicient to meet the interest onthe money 
invested in this island. 

In these considerations you have the motives 
that influenced the people of Philadelphia in 
both directions. ‘Their selfishness and their 
patriotism were both appealed to and gratified. 
They felt that they were gratifying both in 
making the original investment of $310,000. 
But the Government required both sides of the 
back channel, and consequently the investment 
has, because of the acquisition of that addi- 
tional ground and from payment of interest, 
now grown to be more than $400,000. 
Government of the United States does not 
insure against fire; you have crowded into 
twenty acres large ship-houses, storehouses, 
the frame machine-#hop of which I havespoken, 
which contains more than a quarter of a mil- 
lion dollars’ worth of recently purchased ma- 
chinery, the joiner’s shop, and the shops of 
all the other departments. You have large 
quantities of naval stores in a block of build- 


It is 


| ings nearly a thousand feet long, and these are 


| two ships to be laid alongside of it. 


all so compressed together that if a fire were 
to break out in any central part, with a fair 
breeze blowing, no human agencies could save 
any of this property. 

‘The wharf front is not long enough to allow 
hour 
miles from it you own at League Island two 


The | 
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depth of water, with solid foundations for the 
workshops, easily accessible by street railroads 
from the central parts of the city and the homes 
of our laboring people, and within fifteen hun 

dred yards of the terminus of the coal and 
iron-carrying railroads of the State. This is 
yours, given to you in consideration that you 
would remove the dangerous obstruction which 
you maintain in the city of Philadelphia; and 
in her name [ ask you to pass this bill, and 
when the appropriation bills come up, to see 
that a fair average appropriation for the naval 
station at Philadelphia is inserted in the bill, 
with the proviso that no part thereof, save so 
much as may be requisite to the preservation 
of the property at the old yard, shall be ex- 
pended elsewhere than at the League Island 
station. Thatis all I ask and all the people of 
Philadelphia have ever asked. And, sir, | 
hope that the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations, [Mr. Dawes,] accepting this 
view of the case, will refrain from making his 
motion to lay this bill on the table and allow it 
to pass. Hecan then, as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, see that the equities 
of the case are fairly executed, and that rea- 
sonable measures be adopted to remove the 
danger and impediment to business which this 
Government maintains in the heart of the 
commercial part of my city. 

I now yield the balance of my time to my 
colleague [Mr. Dickey] from the Lancaster 
district. 

Mr. DICKEY. I do not desire to enter into 
a discussion or to attempt to replyto the argu- 
ments of the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. 
WASHBURN | in reference to League Island. | 
leave that to the Philadelphia delegation. I 
have no doubt they will answer the gentleman 
as to his solicitude for the health of the people 
of Pennsylvania. We are very glad to have 
such friendly indications from Wisconsin. And 
I will leave the gentleman’s history of the 
formation of that island, from a period some 
time anterior to the creation to the present 
time, to the delegation from Philadelphia. I 
shall, however, take this occasion to express 
some dissent from some inferences and some 
of the charges made by the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations [Mr. Dawes] 
against what he styled ‘‘ the other end of the 
avenue.’’ I shall, in the few brief moments 
allowed me, attempt to show that the gentle- 
man, no doubt unintentionally, has done great 
injustice to the other end of the avenue. That 
gentleman, in the course of his remarks, has 
stated the gross amount of estimates submitted 
by the Secretary of the Treasury to this House, 
and has charged upon the other end of the ave- 
nue the increase of those estimates over and 
above the appropriations of last year. He has 
charged that they desire to spend $331,000,000 
of the people’s money. 

The gentleman has given a great deal of 
advice to the members of this House, and 


| threatened them with grave punishments in the 


future if they be not careful to avoid following 


| those estimates and allowing appropriations in 


| accordance therewith. 


But it would have been, 
I have no doubt, more satisfactory to members 
of this Houseif the gentleman from Massachu 

setts had lectured them a little upon their own 
part of the responsibility, tf he had talked a 
little about their disposition to expend the pub 

lic money, if he had shown some willingness 
to put the saddle on the right horse, These 


| estimates submitted by the Secretary of the 


Treasury are, in general, estimates for execut- 
ing laws of Congress; all but a small propor- 
tion of these estimates are for the execution of 
provisions of existing laws. ‘The examination 
of a few items at which I| have hastily glanced 
since the gentleman made his speech wil! dem 
onstrate this proposition. 

The gentleman says that these estima 
$49,000,000 in excess of the appropriations 
of last year. True; but the gentleman failed 


tes are 


| to tell us that in these estimates are found such 
and a half miles of water front, with a greater || items as these: Congress, Senate and House, 
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$192,000; pensions, $11,000,000. What could || 
| asks this money, and the Treasury Department | 


be more unjust than to hold ‘the other end 
of the avenue’’ responsible for the amount 


| estimates for it. 


necessary to pay soldiers’ pensions authorized || 


by existing law; not the expenses of the Pen- 
sion Office, not the expenses of hiring clerks, 
but the payment of the pensioners themselves ? 
If the gentleman had told us that $11,000,000 
of the excess consisted of this item for the pay- 
ment of pensions, his statement would have 
been more satisfactory to the House and would 
have relieved ‘‘ the other end of the avenue’ 
from responsibility to that extent. 

Another part of these estimates is for ex- 

»enses of public buildings in course of erection 
in the various States—post oflices in New York 
and Boston, court-houses all over the land, the 
erection of which has been authorized by Con- 
gress, the construction of which is in progress, 
Congress having made appropriations for their 
commencement. The Secretary of the Treas: 
ury has deemed it proper to estimate for the 
completion of those buildings. The amount 
necessary according to these estimates for the 
execution of existing laws en this subject, 
under direction of the Treasury Department, 
is more than six million dollars. Itis for Con- 
gress to decide whether it will carry out the 
policy indicated in existing laws with reference 
to the construction of these public buildings. 
It is not for an executive officer ‘‘ at the other 
end of the avenue’ to nullify the laws of Con- 
gress and say ‘‘I will not estimate for what 
the law requires.’’ 

Another branch of these estimates is for the 
construction of public buildings and works 
under the authority of the Secretary of War, 
among which are included river and harbor 
improvements. These improvements have 
been authorized by Congress, and appropria- 
tions have been made for them. Over nine 
million dollars of this excess of estimates is to 
continue or complete these works. 

When the War Department undertakes to 
estimate for these works which Congress has 
said shall be carried on, when the Secretary 


of the Treasury sends in estimates for the | 


umount of money necessary on these river and 
harbor improvements, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts turns round and complains of 
‘*the other end of the avenue.’’ He should 
have directed his complaint against Congress, 
which has authorized expenditures for these 
Objects. I will go with the gentleman in say- 
ing, ‘* We, the legislative department of this 
Government, having authorized the construc- 
tion of these works, will now put our foot down 
and stop all unnecessary expenditures for such 
purposes; but we will not undertake to throw 
the responsibility upon somebody else.’’ 

Again, the gentleman failed to tell us that 
$531,000 of the amount embraced in these 
estimates is chargeable to the Congressional 
Printer—not an officer at ‘‘ the other end of 
the avenue’’—for increased expenses of public 
printing. ‘The gentleman from Massachusetts 
might have relieved ‘‘the other end of the 
avenue’’ of the responsibility for this item and 
placed the burden where it belongs, in this 
body. 

Mr. DAWES. Does the gentleman mean to 
say that the increase in the expenditures of 
the Congressional Printer is due entirely to 
this end of the avenue? 

Mr. DICKEY. I mean to say that the Con- 
gressional Printer is an officer at this end of 
the avenue; and I undertake to say that the 
Secretary of the Treasury has merely submitted 
the estimates of that oflicer for the expenses 
of his office. 

Mr. DAWES. But does not my friend know, 
from his own investigations, that the increase 
in the expenditures of this officer is due in great 
part to increased duties imposed upon him by 
the other end of the avenue? 

Mr. DICKEY. But the gentleman has no 
right to charge any increased expenditures of 
this officer pon ‘the other end of theavenue.”’ 
‘The Congressional Printer is our officer; he 











does our printing; he is under our control; he 


The gentleman cannot justly 
charge it as an expenditure of the other end 
of the avenue. 

Mr. DAWES. Ali I ask is that ‘‘the other 
end of the avenue’’ shall be credited with 
that part of the responsibility which properly 
belongs there. 

Mr. DICKEY. Certamly; and I, too, am in 
favor of bringing these chickens home to roost 
where they belong. We have authorized these 
extravagant appropriations ; we have author- 
ized the erection of these public buildings; 
we have directed these marble improvements ; 
we have ordered all this congressional printing 
to be done; and, sir, when we have done all 
this, we should not be afraid to assume the 
responsibility for it. 

Here is another item of $900,000 for the 
Court of Claims. We are asked for an appropri- 
ation of nearly one million dollars to meet the 
judgments against the United States, rendered 
by a regular court of the United States, in ac- 
cordance with the acts of Congress. Is ‘‘the 
other end of the avenue’’ to be held respons- 
ible for these judgments against the Govern- 
ment? Are they to reflect against the present 
Administration in comparison with that of 
Andrew Johnson’? Certainly such should not 
be the case. If we do not wish to pay judg- 
ments of the Court of Claims let us abolish 
that court; but when we have allowed it to 
render these judgments against the United 
States let us pay them. They have been ren- 
dered in our own court, under our own laws ; 
yet when the Secretary of the Treasury esti- 
mates for the appropriation to pay them the 
gentleman from Massachusetts charges him 
with extravagance. 

In addition to all this, Mr. Speaker, there is 
a deficiency bill of over four million dollars. 


Here just let me make the remark that the | 


gentleman from Massachusetts did injustice, 


gross injustice, unintentional I am sure, to the | 
present Administration when he said that it | 
had exceeded the estimates of the administra- | 





tion of Andrew Johnson, the profligacy of which | 


was one of the main reasons why it was dis- | 


missed by the — from the White House. 
The last year Andrew Jobnson’s administra- 
tion was running the estimates of his Secretary 
of the Treasury for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1869, were $372,000,000. Congress ap- 
propriated and the administration of Andrew 


Johnson expended in its last year $325,000,000. | 


It is true that after estimating $372,000,000 for 
the Johnson administration, and expending 


000,000 for the expenses of the incoming ad- | 


ministration of. General Grant. Johnson’s 


Secretary of the Treasury made these reduced | 


estimates, not for that administration and for its 
friends, but for the succeeding administration 


and his enemies. He estimated, and Congress || 


cut down the appropriations. Some people 
thought it was wise and some people thought 
otherwise. An adverse Administration esti- 
mated for the present Administration only 
$308 ,000,000, om it had itself expended 
$325,000,000. Perhaps it was well not to give 
the incoming Administration this opportunity 
to reduce the expenses of the Government. 

The SPEAKER. The* gentleman’s time 
has expired. 

Mr. SCOFIELD obtained the floor. 

Mr. DICKEY. 1 ask my colleague to yield 
to me. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 
for nine minutes. 


Mr. DICKEY. Now, sir, I will go with the 


chairman of the Committee on Appropriations | 
or as far as any man upon this floor in cutting 
down the appropriations for the expenditures 
of the Government; but I will do it manfully 
by repealing the laws already enacted, and 
putting a stop to all works not required by the 
necessities of the public service. 


I will be 


I yield to my colleague | 
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| chusetts to hang on a speech. 
|| duction of expenditures is concerned J hope 


| be misled by him, into attacking and voting 


| cordance 
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general and not special in my action, tine 
vote with the gentleman to cut down the anr “am 
priation of $1,500,000 for the Boston at 
yard. Instead of limiting his action to “Ae : 
Island I will go with the gentleman from Mase, 
chusetts [Mr. Dawes] and the gentlemay fr " 
Wisconsin, ({ Mr. Wasusurn, | who have oppos ‘4 
this proposition, to cut down the appropris. 
tions for the armories at Springfield and }2,,.. 
Island. Ifwe do not need a navy-yard at Phj),,. 
delphia still less do we need armories at Spring 
field and Rock Island; for if we can, as 4), 
gentlemen say, purchase for the Navy cheay,. 
outside of the navy-yards, it is an unquestioye, 
fact that arms can be purchased from private 
manufactories as good and cheaper than they 
can be manufactured by the Government, | 
will go with the gentleman from Massachuge. 
for all these propositions ; but as long as thos, 
armories are provided for by law, I shall yo 
vote to refuse to appropriate for one clags of 
works and vote for appropriations for works of 
less urgency and importance. I will not yote 
for some because they happen to be in Magga. 
chusetts, and against others because they hap: 
pen to be in Pennsylvania. 

Now, to come back to the question of the 
navy-yard at League Island, I pass by all ques. 
tions of depth of water, &c., and say that the 
island has been accepted by the Government : 
the removal of the navy-yard from Philadelphia 
was contemplated inthatacceptance. What does 
the gentleman from Massachusetts propose to 
do with it? His logic reminds me of the court- 
house which was to be built, not in Pennsy! 
vania or Massachusetts, but somewhere else : 
in Virginia, I believe. They asked for a reso. 
lution similar to what we are asking, that i: 
was expedient and proper to remove the court- 
house from the locality in which it had heen 
situated to one more eligible. The count 


| commissioners— 


** Resolved first, That a new court-house is neces 
sary for the administration of public justice, 

** Resolved secondly, That a new court-house sha! 
be built upon the site of the old one. 

** And third, That the old court-house shall not ly 


| torn down till the new one is built.”’ 


That is the logic of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. The city of Philadelphia bought t\ 
property, and we have agreed to build a navy- 
yard there, and with that view we have tor 
move the one at Philadelphia. But the gen 
tleman says we cannot build a new one till the 


| old one is torn down, and we cannot tear down 


the old one till the new one is built. 
Now, one word more and I have done. | 


|| have said before that I would go with the gen 
|| tleman from Massachusetts as far as he dare 
$325,000,000, Congress, under the estimates | 
| of the Department, appropriated only $303,- 


go in reducing these appropriations ; but | do 
not think the simple proposition to remove thi 
navy-yard affords the proper time or place to 
indulge in this kind of general tirade agains‘ 
the Administration. 

This navy-yard has never been before the 
Committee on Appropriations. This question 
of League Island is not before us for consider: 
ation and never has been. It is simply a cor: 
venient place for the gentleman from Mass: 
As far as r 


always to be found acting under the leaders!) 
of the gentleman who sits in guard of the treas- 
ure-box of the nation, but do not wish tha! 
gentleman to mislead others, nor myself ty 


’ 


against a proposition with reference to a wors 


| that has not been estimated for and does no' 


involve the expenditure of a dollar from the 
public Treasury. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. How much time is le!! 
for the consideration of this bill? rae 

The SPEAKER. Three minutes of t! 
morning hour remain. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. In three minutes I can- 
not well state what I should like further to s«y 
with reference to this bill ; and if it is in ac- 





Mr. MYERS. I would suggest to my frie! 


that there are several gentlemen who sti!! 
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speak on this bill, some having inti- 
that desire to myself, and that it would 
vell to let it go over till to-morrow. 
‘ty, SCOFIELD. I quite concur in that 
stion. Inthe minute and a half now left 
je |] shall scarcely attempt to offer any fur- 
er remarks on the bill which I have had the 
nor to report from the Committee on Naval 
“fairs. But my friend from Massachusetts 
\fr. Dawes] having made an attack on the 
| which 1 regard as somewhat unjust in its 
eharacter, or having at least made what I 

‘ink an inappropriate application to this bill 
criticisms which he made on some other 
yatters concerning the Government, | should 
have wished to claim the attention of the 
jouse to some explanations 

the SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
xpired, and the bill, underthe rules, goes over 
tiil to-morrow. 

TAX ON INCOMES. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I desire to bring under 

, attention of the House, on behalf of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, a matter which 

ems to require immediate action, and in 
rder that the House may understand it I re- 

rta joint resolution by instruction from the 
committee. 

Mr. SCHENCK then, by unanimous con- 
ent, introduced a joint resolution reported 
fromthe Committee of Waysand Means (II. ht. 
No. 120) declaratory of the meaning and inten- 

nof the law relating to the income tax; 
vhich was read a first and second time. 

(he joint resolution, inasmuch as doubts 
ave arisen and conflicting decisions been 
made in the different departments of the Gov- 
rnment in regard to the construction of the 
aws relating to tax on incomes, declares it to 
e the true intent and meaning of the acts re- 
wing to that subject that all persons are liable 

the payment of their proper income tax ac- 
cruing and to acerue for and during and up to 
the end of the year 1870; and that the assess- 
ment and collection of any such tax accruing 
n the year 1870, and remaining unpaid on the 
rst day of January, 1871, may, under the ex- 
sting provisions of law, be made in the said 
ast mentioned year. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The resolution which is 
resented now as a report from the Committee 
‘f Ways and Means isin response to an appeal 

made from the Treasury Department through 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, to have 
me immediate action of Congress in order 
to prevent difficulties into which we are already 
running since the Ist of January. The prop- 
sition which is embodied in this resolution 








loes not touch the question about the future | 


‘ontinuance of the income tax, nor the rate at 


which that tax shall be imposed, nor the form | 


f legislation for its collection; but all that 
will eome to be considered when we take up 
the amendments to the internal tax law, or at 
ome future time when a report shall be made 
upon the subject. The object of this resolu- 
tion is simply to clear away doubts in regard 
to the proper construction, and the practice to 
be observed under the construction given to 
the law which now exists. 
We are, sir, in this anomalous condition: 
that the present law, a clause of which I will 
read, contains a provision in regard to the 
income tax as it now stands in these words: 
“The taxes on incomes herein imposed shall be 
ievied on the Ist day of March, and due and payable 
n or before the 30th day of April of each year until 
including the year 1870, and no longer.” 
It is the opinion of the internal revenue 
Ccpartment, and it appears to have been the 
nteution of the law-makers in 1867, as | infer 
irom the language of the statute—I had noth- 
ug to do with the framing of it—that we were 
/have an income tax through and up to the 
| of the year 1870. But it has been claimed 
' we ouly have an income tax through and 
to the end of the year 1869, and that the 
islation looking to the year 1870 relates only 


lection of th: Phe lan 


tax tor Loud. 


| aries, for instance, are to have a deduction of 


| paymaster’s department, an appeal has been 


| construction of the law, and he says that the || 
| salaries of officers of the Army ought not 


| eral has issued a little order to all paymasters 


guage is lhe intention does not 
seem to have been clearly expressed, and in 
consequence of that we have had the opinion 
of perhaps a law otlicer of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, at least of the First Comptroller, that sal- 


ambiguous. 


the income tax made from them through and 
up to the end of 1870, and in consequence 
of that instructions have been issued to the 
sub-'l'reasurer at New York, and payments are 
being made to oflicers of the Government and 
their salaries subjected to that deduction. That 
may perhaps be the practice which is prevailing 
in regard to the salaries of gentlemen around 
me. In the War Department, or rather in the 


made to the Judge Advocate General for his 


under the law to be subject to this deduction, 
and in consequence of that the Paymaster Gen- 


to pay salaries for the month of January and 
until otherwise ordered without making any 
deduction. Thus we have not only conflicting || 


| constructions of law, but actually conflicting 


practice ; salaries have five per cent. deducted 
trom themin some Departments of the Gov- 
ernment and that deduction is not made in 


| others. 


aoe mem — 


The resolution which we report seems to be 
based upon what was the intention of the com- 
mittee which reported the bill and of the Con- 
gress that passed it at the time this income tax 
was adopted, and endeavors to make it clear 
that the tax is chargeable up to and through | 
to the end of the year 1870, but no longer, 
adopting in that what is the language of the 
law itself, but which language was made am- 
biguous by not being clear as to that upon 
which it was a limitation, whether it wasa lim- | 
itation upon the collection or a limitation upon | 
the liability tothe tax. I think that if any- | 
thing were to be done upon this subject the | 
Treasury Department is right in asking that | 
Congress shall act at once upoa it, because we | 
are now near the beginning of the second 
month of the year, and it is important in all De- 
partments of the Government to know whether 
deductions are to be made or not from salaries, 
and it needs, therefore, an immediate inter- 
pretation by Congress, if it is to be given at all. 

If gentlemen desire it I will now have the | 
opinions of the First Comptroller of the Treas- 
ury and of the Judge Advocate General read. 
I will only say that [| am ‘a little concerned to 
think that the Paymaster General should ap- 
ply to the Judge Advocate General, able and 
accomplished a lawyer as he is, for his opinion 
instead of the Solicitor of the Treasury, or to 
have referred the whole matter to the Attorney 
General; because in creating the office of 
Judge Advocate General we have confined his 
duties to the supervision of all those matters 
which come into the Bureau of Military Jus- 
tice relating to courts-martial and so on, and 
the question had better have been reported to 
some law officer of the Treasury, or to the At- 
torney General of the United States. I have 
a number of papers and communications here, 
which I will ask the Clerk to read, and they will 
explain fully the necessity for the passage of | 
this joint resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE oF INTERNAL REVBNUE, 
W ASHINGTON, January 4, 1870. 

Srr: Section one hundred and nineteen of the act 
of June 30, 1864, as amended by section thirteen of 
the act of March 2, 1867, is as follows: 

** And be it further enacted, That the taxes on in- 
comes herein imposed shall be levied on the Ist day 
of March and be payable on or before the 30th day 
of April in each year until and including the year 
i870, and no longer.”’ 

Itiscontended that the tax imposed upon dividends, 


| eoupons, salaries, &ec., by sections one hundred and 


twenty, one hundred and twenty-two, and one hun- 
dred and twenty-three of the same act is simply 
part and parcel of the income tax of the individual 
toeckholders, bondholders, oremployés; and thatin- | 
isting laws notaxi impos “lt upon 


much asunder <« 


src. of toy) ome 
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upon dividends, salaries, &c., of the current year. 
rhere are, I think, certain dicta of the Supreme Court 
of the United States implying that the tax upon the 
coupons of a railroad company’s bonds is a part of the 
income tax of the bondholder. 

In view of the foregoing, I would respectfully sug- 
gest whethersome early legislation may not be neces- 
sary and desirable to remove all doubt respecting the 
legal right to assess taxes upon dividends, coupons, 
salaries, X&c., accrued or earned since the 3lst ultimo. 

Very respectfully, 

C. DELANO, Commissioner. 
Hon. R.C. Scuenck, Chairman Commiitee of Ways and 
Means, House of Reps., Washington, D. C. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Orrick or INTERNAL REVENUE, 
WASHINGTON, January 18, 1870. 

Str: Inclosed I send you a copy of a letter ad- 
Assistant United 
States Treasurer at New York, by Hon. R. W. Taylor, 
Comptroller of the Treasury. [also inclose a copy of 
Circular sixty-nine, from the Paymaster General's 


| Office, purporting to be based upon “ the ay oa 


opinion of the Judge Advocate General.’”’ Both of 
these inclosures relate to the tax upon salaries for 
the year 1870, a subject upon which I addressed you 
a letter afew daysago. I send them to you as ad- 
ditional evidence of the necessity of some early 
legislation which shall remove ail doubts upon this 
question. 

Very respectfully, 

C. DELANO, Commissioner. 
Ilon. R.C. Scuenck, Chairman Committee of Ways and 
Means, Llouse of Reps., Washington, D. C. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE First COMPTROLLER, 
January 17, 1870. 

Sir: Your letter of the 14th instant to the Secre 
tary of the Treasury respecting the tax on salaries 
has been referred to this office tor answer. 

The Commissioner of Internal Revenue is of opin- 
ion that the tax is continued, and in that opinion I 
concur. 

You are therefore directed to retain the tax here- 
after, as heretofore, on salaries paid by you. 


] am, very respectfully, 
as W. TAYLOR, Comptroller. 
Cuas. J. FOLGER, esq., 
Assistant Treasurer, New York. 
War DEPARTMENT, 
Bureau or MILivary Justice, 
January 10, 1870. 
Lespectfully returned. 

There are two provisions of the income tax law 
of March 2, 1867, from which the period ofthe opera- 
tion of that act in regard to such tax is to be ascer 
tained. The first of the provisions referred to is found 
in section thirteen, (14 Statutes-at-Large, page 475,) 
and is as follows: ** And the tax herein provided for 
shall be assessed, collected, and paid upon the gains, 
profits, and income for the year ending the 3lst day 
of December next preceding the time for levying, 
collecting and paying said tax.” 

The second provision is in the same section, (14 
Statutes-at-Large, page 480,) to the following effect: 
** That the taxes on incomes herein imposed shall be 
levied on the Ist day of March, and be due and pay- 
able on or before the 30th day of April in each year, 
until and ineluding the year 1870, and no longer.” 

From these clauses, which (except as to the months 
in which levy and payment are to be made) are sub- 
stantially the same as those employed in the pre- 
vious acts of June 30, 1864, section one hundred and 
nineteen, (13 Statutes-at-Large, page 383,) and of 
July 13, 1866, section nine, (14 Statutes-at-Large, 
page 138,) itis entirely clear to my mind that the five 
per cent. income tax ceased to exist with the year 
1869, and that no such tax can, in the absence of 
further legislation, be deducted from the pay or 
money allowances of officers of the Army for the 
present month. 4 10) 

‘The substance of the two provisions in question is 
that the income tax shall be levied on 
March 1, and shall be due and payable by April 
30, of each year, up to the year 1470: and that the 
tax thus to be levied and payable shall be, in each 
year, a tax upon the income of the previous year 
ending on the 3lst December next preceding, Thus 
the only provision for the year 1870 is one for the 
levying and paymenton certain dates of that year 
of atax upon incomes accrued in the prior year, 
1869. For the collection of a tax upon incomes a 


| crued for 1870, or for any part thereof, there is no 


ould be withheld aud paid | 


legal authority under the act, for the simple reason 
that thereis no provision therein for the levy and 
payment of such a tax in 1871. 

It is perhaps unnecessary to add that the pay de- 
partment would not be justified in deducting an in 
‘ome tax upon Officers’ pay. &ec., for January, 1570, 
upon the anticipation that Congress will presently 
renew such tax by specitic legislation; for should 
the Department be assured of the renewal of the 
tax, it cannot be assured of the rate—whether five 
per cent. or less—at which it will be renewed 

J. HOLT, 
Judge Advocate Ucneral, 
(Cireular No. 69.] 
PAYMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
W ASHINGTON, January 11, 1870. 

Under the limitations of the internal revenue laws, 
sustained in my construction thereof by the unqual- 
ified opinion of the Judge Advocate General, pay- 
‘masters are directed not to deduct the income tax 
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from officers’ pay accounts for this month and here- 
after till otherwise advised through this office. 
Lb. W. BRICK, Paymaster General. 

Official: 

J.H. Eaton, 

Mr. SCHENCK. I think nothing need be 
added to these papers to show the necessity 
for some action on this subject by Congress. 
It would seem that Congress did not intend, 
perhaps, to limit the tax to the beginning of 
the year 1870, but they appear to have limited 
the means of collecting the tax to that year, 
and inferentially those whose salaries are sub 
ject to taxation and those who should pay 
income taxes during the year 1870 are released 
from the tax. It is to clear away all these 
doubts that this joint resolution is now offered, 
1 now cal! the previous question. 

Ihe previous question was seconded and the 
inain question ordered. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be 
engrosssd and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the joint resolution was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Paymaater United States Army. 


CONTESTED ELECTION 


Mr. BURDETT. I desire to announce that 
on to-morrow, at the expiration of the morning 
hour, | will call up for consideration the report 
of the Committee of Elections on the contested- 
election case from the fourth congressional 
district of South Carolina. 


SIMPSON VS WALLACE, 


PENSION 


Mr. KELSEY. 


APPROPRIATION BILL, 


I move that when the House 


shallresolveitself into Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union and proceed to the 

consideration of the special order all general 

debate thereon shall be limited to one hour. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. KELSEY. 1 now move thatthe House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
upon the special order. 

The motion was agreed to, 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Mygrs in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN, 
is House bill No. 781, making appropriations 
for the payment of invalid and other pensions 
of the United States for the year ending June 
30, 1871. 

Mr. KELSEY. 
formal reading of this bill be dispensed with. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. KELSEY. ‘The bill now before the 


‘The first special order | 


I ask that the first and | 


committee makes appropriations for the pay- | 


ment of all pensions for the next fiscal year. 
The amount appropriated by this bill for this 
purpose is considerably larger than the amount 
appropriated last year for a similar purpose. 


Perhaps a brief review of the appropriations | 


for the last two or three years may be some- | 


what instructive, and will show why the amount 
asked for is necessary. 

The balance in the Treasury for the payment 
of pensions was on the 80th of June, 1868, 
$17,306,586 96. The amount appropriated for 
the yearending June 30, 1869, was $30,350,000, 
making with the unexpended balance $47,656, - 
586 96. The payments during the year ending 
June 30, 1869, amounted to $28,422,884 08. 


"he balance remaining in the Treasury June 
Hoe 


80, 1869, was $19,283,702 88, and the appro- 
priations for the year ending June 80, 1870, 


balance the sum of $38,483,702 88. The esti- | 


mated payments during the current year will 
amount to $33,422,884 08, leaving an unex: 
pended balance ou the Ist of July next of 
$5,060,818 88, 

It will be observed that there has been a 
gradual increase of pensions since the close 
of the war; and, judging from the number of 


applications now before the Committee on Pen- 





i} 
| 
tl 
| 


| 
| 


| 


| sions, the amount necessary for the payment 


of pensions will gradually increase for three or 
four years longer. A brief reference to the 
report of the Commissioner of Pensions will 
show what the :ncrease has been for the last 
year. 
the number of pensioners of all classes 23,196 ; 


there were dropped from various causes 4,876; | 


leaving on the rolls June 380, 1869, 187,963 
pensioners, ‘The increase for the year was 
15,064, 

The yearly amount of pensions added to the 


rolls was $3,045,857 33, as follows : 


“Army invalids, $632,942 60; Army widows, orphans, 
and dependent relatives, $2,361,831 23; Navy in- 
valids, $18,845 50; Navy widows, orphans, and de- 
pendent relatives, $32,238.”’ 

The total amount paid for pensions of all 
classes, including the expenses of disburse- 
ments, was $28,422,884 08, a sum greater by 
$4,411,902 09 than that paid the previous year; 
which augmentation, as the Commissioner of 
Pensions states, will during the current year 
probably be increased to $5,000,000. If this 
estimate be correct this expenditure will ab- 
sorb all the money we propose now to appro- 
priate as well as the whole of the unexpended 
balance. I make this explanation inorder 


| that the House may see that although the sum 


appropriated by this bill for all kinds of pen- 


| sions is much larger than the amount appro- 


priated last year, the latter appropriation was 


| small in consequence of the very large unex- 
| pended balance on hand. 


| this pension fund. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the gentleman per- 
mit me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. KELSEY. Certainly. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I observe that one of 


the appropriations embraced in this bill covers | 


the payment of pension agents for disbursing 
I would like to know from 


| the gentleman whether that item was estimated 


for separately, and if so, the amount that has 
been estimated for that service ? 

Mr. KELSEY. The amount of the appro- 
priation for the payment of pension agents has 
been estimated by the committee at exactly 
what it has been for several years past. There 
has been no change in that particular. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. ‘Then, if the gentleman 
will permit me, I would like to say to the House 
in this connection that all the money that has 


| been paid to pension agents for the disburse- 


ment of this fund of over thirty millions is 
$200,000 annually, less than two thirds of one 
per cent. upon the amount disbursed, which I 


| will venture to say is a cheaper disbursement 


than has ever been made of any similar fund 
in any other bureau or Department of this 
Government. 

I wish to say further that we have before 


| the House various propositions looking to a 


| ington. 


change in the manner of paying pensions. 
One proposes that payment shall be made 
through the money-order offices of the country. 
Another provides that these pensions shall be 
paid directly from the Pension Office at Wash- 
A third bill contemplates the pay- 
ment of these pensions through the various 
post offices of the country. Ihave before me 


| the report of the Postmaster General, made 


to this House in answer to a resolution adopted 


| a short time before the holiday recess, calling 


for information upou the practicability and 


_ advisability of paying pensions through the 
| money-order offices instead of the pension 


| agencies, as they are now paid, 


This report 


is full and complete, giving the various items 
( | of expense that would attend payment in the 
were $19,250,000, making with the unexpended || 


manner proposed ; and while the Postmaster 
General says that it might be practicable to 
pay pensions through the money-order offices, 
he, in connection with the Secretary of the 
Interior, estimates the items of expense as 
amounting to more than double the present 
cost of paying pensions through the pension 
agencies. 

Mr. KELSEY. I am very much obliged to 
my friend from Missouri for the information 
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During the year there were added to | 


|| I understand that this debate is going on jy ; 








January 19, 


which he has furnished us. The Consider. 
tions which he has suggested will undoubted), 
be pertinent and proper when we take Up tl 
question, which is now, | relieve, before the 


. . . . ° . ie 
committee of which he is chairman, in rel 


: : latior 
to the mode of paying these pensions. ‘Jj... 
considerations can, however, in my judgement 


have no bearing upon this bill. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The gentleman wi)! Der 
mit me to say that lam not Proposing to {fur 
any amendment in connection with this j)) 


hour allotted to general discussion UPON the 


| bill. 


Mr. KELSEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I wished to give th, 
information to the House, though my suee., 
tions might more appropriately be presented 


| connection with another bill. 


Mr. KELSEY. Mr. Chairman, there jg ono 
provision in this bill to which it is proper th, 
I should call the atteAtion of the committee j, 
my opening remarks. It will be seen by refer. 
ring to the last paragraph of the bill that the 
Committee on Appropriations have incorpor. 
ated in it a provision similar to the one re. 


| ported at the first session of the last Congress, 
| and that is to cover the Navy fund into the 





} 


‘Treasury and to make the Navy pensions pay 
able as the Army pensions are, directly fro. 
the Treasury of the United States. This idea 
of having a fund for the payment ofthe Nayy 
pensions specifically is one we have borrowe: 
from the mother country. Itis of English ori. 
gin, and as early as 1799 Congress passed the 
first act creating a Navy pension fund. That 
fund continued to exist until about the year 
1848. In 1848 that fund was entirely exhausted, 
and the Navy pensions were made chargeable 
directly on the Treasury. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Will the 
gentleman yield to me? 

Mr. KELSEY. For how long? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. For ten 


minutes. 

Mr. KELSEY. I will yield to the gentle. 
man for ten minutes. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chair- 
man, I wish to call the attention of the House 
for a moment to the matter last discussed by the 
gentleman. ‘There appears in the statement 
of the national debt $14,000,000 of a Navy 
pension fund. Now last year we were enabled, 
through a committee of conference, to get the 
interest on that fund cut down to three per 
cent. It should be covered into the Treasury, 
and the Treasury charged with the payment of 
these Navy pensions, just as it is now charged 
with the payment of the Army pensions. This 
provision has passed the House three specific 
times to my knowledge and as often dropped 
in the Senate. I think we should go on inthe 
House as before ; at least I trust that no occa- 
sion will be found on the part of the House 
for yielding. 

But I wish to say a word to my friend from 
Missouri, [Mr. Bensamin,] the chairman of 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, who has 


| undertaken on this bill to discuss another and 


entirely different question from that which is 
raised by the consideration of the bill itself. 


| The pending measure simply raises the ques- 


tion of how much money shall be appropri- 
ated for the payment of invalid pensions, bu! 
the gentleman from Missouri discusses bis 
proposed mode in which those pensions sh«!! 
be paid. He apparently desires to steal a 
march upon those who have a different idea 
from himself for the payment of these pe" 
sions by first getting the ear of the House an! 
creating a first impression. He gives us some 
statistics; but, sir, of all things on the tace 


| of the earth statistics as a general rule are 


the most unreliable, for the one who uses 
them merely takes those which make for his 
side and omits to quote those which make 
against him. While figures will not lie i 
themselves, still they make very great mis 
takes when they are improperly collocated. 
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fy trouble is this. I do not care if it costs only 
oe fourths of one per cent. to pay these pen- 
- but, sir, how are they paid ? They are 

| once in every six months, only by fifty- 
ension agents. Some two hundred 

sand dollars are distributed among those 
{jy-nine pension agents simply for the pur- 
ce of paying these pensions twice a year ; 
- that does not include the amount which is 
d by these pensioners themselves. Our 
r pensioners are taxed nearly three million 
Jollars a year, in addition, for the purpose of 
etting the pensions granted to them by the 
| know the cry which came up 


ree 


pa 
' 


(overnment. 


om these persion agents when | introduced || 
aca measure of relief that these pensioners | 
uld be paid through the medium of the || 


yoney-order system of the Post Oflice De- 
partment. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. If the gentleman will 
ermit me | will occupy his time for amoment. 
Vr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. 
mM Ms 
w peuding before this Hlouse, and ready to 
reported from the Committee on Invalid 
sions, which will save to these pensioners 
3,000,000 of which hespeaks. Lt was in- 
led for that very purpose, and will effectu- 
ally accomplish the objeet which he desires. 

Mr. BUTLIER, of Massachusetts. Very well; 
iam obliged to the gentleman. He has done 
much good, or somebody has, by stirring this 
matter up. When that bill comes up I have 
no doubt we will all be obliged to my friend 
com Missoari [Mr. Benysamin] for having 
brought it in. 

Well, we bave heretotore taken 
pensioners $3,000,000 annually to which they 
were entitled; we have filched that out of the 
little pittance we gave them. ‘Then we prom- 
sed to pay them in gold, but we repudiated 
that obligation and paid them only in green- 
While we passed resolutions to pay 
bondholders in full in gold, we have taken ten 
per cent. off the pensioners. But that is not 
the great trouble. Weonly pay the pensioners 
once in six months. 
improvident class, and the consequence is that 
being in want of money they pledge their pen- 
sions illegally; and as only sharks and shysters 
will lend them any money, their pensions are 
often pledged for the last two or three of the 
‘ix months, which have to run at forty per cent. 
in order that the pensioners may get something 
to eke out their existence during that time. 

Now, my proposition was that they should 
he paid through the money-order offices once in 
two months at least, I think once a month ; and 
whatever additional expense this might cause 


Go on. 


backs, 


THE 


i suppose the gentleman || 
assachusetts is aware that there is a bill | 


from the | 


They are, as # rule, an || 


the United States, [think the United States | 


might very well undertake on behalf of the 
pensioners. We have fifty-nine pension agents 
only, while we have seventeen hundred money- 
order offices by which pension money might be 
distributed. If you want to see the evils of the 
presenit system, go to any one of the large 
cities, such as New York or Boston, and see 
women and one-legged and one-armed men 
standing in a cue by hundreds through the 
inclesaency of a winter day, through the bleak- 
ness of the March wind, waiting their turn, 
waiting to get their pensions paid, waiting the 
slow motion of the agent, who perhaps cannot 
move any faster. I propose to get some one 
who ean, and who will be more taan the Pen- 
sion Office has been to the pensioner, because 
it sometimes happened that at the end of the 
six months the man did not get his money. 

[ desire to bring these matters to the atten- 


tion of the House as an antidote to the views | 


of the pension agents which have been set | 


forth by my friend, the chairman of the Pen- 
sion Committee, [Mr. Bensamin;] and if he 
will just wait until he gets his bill in for pay- 
ng these pensions, I should be very glad to 
discuss the whole matter with him. 

{ }Lere the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KELSEY. I wish to say in this con- 


nection what I should have said before yielding 
to my friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. Burt- 
LER, | in relation to the covering of this Navy 
pension fund into the Treasury. It is known 
to all, I suppose, that this fund is created by 
the sale of prizes captured during the war. 
One half of those prizes is distributed as prize 
money to the oflicers and men making the 
| capture, and the other half is paid to the Gov- 
ernment. The Government have in the earliest 
pension act set apart this half of these prizes 
| asa pension fund; but when that fund was 
exhausted all these pensions came back from 
the Treasury. As was remarked by the gen- 


House has three times passed a bill covering 
this fund into the Treasury. Itis a mere myth. 
It exists now only upon the books of the Treas- 
| ury in the shape of a charge against the Gov- 
ernment. The Treasury is responsible and 
nominally in debt tothe amount of $14,000,000. 
In the last Congress the interest on that fund 
was reduced to three per cent. in currency. 
Previous to that time it had been six per cent. 
in gold. Now, it appears that by law these 
pensions are chargeable upon the income of 
that fund only; that that income is insufficient 
to pay these pensions. The amount of Navy 
pensions for this year is $73,116 04, more than 
| the entire income of that pension fund. 

Now, one of two things must be done. 
Kither this money must be covered into the 
‘Treasury and the pensions made chargeable 
upon the Treasury as the Army pensions are, 
or if we pay it out of the principal of the fund 
the fund will be very soon exhausted, com- 
paratively soon, and all these pensions come 
back upon the Treasury again to be paid in the 
| same way asthe Army pensions. It seems to 
be a useless piece of machinery to keep up 

what is denominated a separate fund for the 
| payment of pensions when there is no security 
for it other than in appropriations from the 
‘Treasury. 

Mr. STEVENS. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from what source the estimates for the 
Navy pension fund were obtained upon which 
the provision of this bill rests ? 

Mr. KELSEY. They were obtained from 
| the printed estimates which have been laid 
upon the desks of members. 

Mr. STEVENS. From the Navy Depart- 
| ment? 
| Mr. KELSEY. 
Pensions himself. 
committee. 

Mr. STEVENS. I would ask the gentleman 
if the pension fund would not be sufficient to 
meet all demands upon it if it were restored 
to the six per cent. which was reduced one 
half last year? 

Mr. KELSEY. Yes, sir; it would be more 
than sufticient if restored to the six per cent., 
but then we shall have just the state of things 





rom the Commissioner of 
He was twice before the 


there are schemes on foot that will be sent to 
this House for the purpose of increasing the 
emoluments of certain favorites of the Navy 


report of the Secretary of the Treasury for the 
last year, in which he says, after speaking of 
this fund: 





| ‘“*T recommend, therefore, that the pension laws 
applicable to the Navy be revised, and such an in- 
crease in the rates of pensions be authorized as the 
fund will warrant.” 


When they have gota separate fund to charge 
| with these expenses, then there is no limit to 
the claims of those who think they ought to be 
more largely benefited by it. And further on 
the Secretary argues that those men who are 
favorites of the Department, properly enough 


perhaps, are entitled to special benefits because | 


| of the existence of this pension fund. And 
then he says that this pension fund was created 
by captures made by these men in the Navy. 
True, and they have had one half of the fund 
| to begin with, and the other half has been 
set apart entirely for their benefit. The Gov- 


Department, as we find was the case in the | 


which existed last year; we shall find that | 


tlemen from Massachusetts, { Mr. Buren, } this || 
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ernment has paid the expense of fitting out and 
maintaining its entire Navy in order to give 
the benefit of all captures to the men who made 
them. That rule doesnot obtainin the Army. 
No matter how large an amount of property is 
captured, neither the officers nor the men have 
any share in it whatever. This pension fund 
is objectionable on another ground. It makes 
the Navy more of an aristocratic institution 
than it otherwise would be, and itis aristocratic 
enough in all conscience. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, having made these sug- 
gestions in relation to this bill, which perhaps 
{urnish all the information that may be re- 
quired at this stage of its consideration, | will 


| reserve whatever else I may have to say till 
| the close of the debate, and will now yield the 
| remainder of my time to my colleague, [{ Mr. 


Woop. } 
Mr. WOOD. Mr. Chairman, this bill 
appropriates $30,000,000. Within my day 


$30,000,000 would almost have supported the 
entire Government of the United States and 
paid the eutire expenditures on the civil list, 
the pension list, and of the Army and Navy of 
the United States. It was then considered, sir, 
a very large sum of money, but is not so con- 
siderednow. lintend to devote the time which 
my colleague has kindly allowed me in this 
debate to the consideration of the yet more 
important question than that of pension appro- 
priations, as to how or in what manner our 
public money is being disbursed, as to how 


/and in what manner that Department under 


which our public money is to be disbursed is 
being managed, and I shall charge and attempt 
to prove that there is the grossest maladmin- 
istration upon the part of the Secretary in the 


discharge of his official duties. 


This, sir, opens up the whole question, not 


| only as to the disbursement, but as to the col- 


lection of the revenue; not only as to the laws 


| under which that Department is being adminis 


tered, but also as to how far this executive 


| oflicer complies with the law in the discharge of 


his duties. In my examination of the manner 


| in which the present Secretary has discharged 
| his duties | have reached the conclusion with 


out prejudice, because if I have prejudices 


| personally they are all in his favor ; but calmly, 


dispassionately and without prejudice I have 
reached the conclusion that under no previous 
Secretary have we had so much serious mis- 
conduct as we have had under this. I propose 
| within the time allotted me for this discussion 
| to attempt to prove these things. 
I rise to say a few words on the general subject 
| pertinent to the consideration of this bill, and to 
refer especially to the maladministration of that 
Department under which this money is to be ex- 
pended. ‘Though it may be true that the sums 
proposed to be voted are in pursuance of law, 
that they must be paid and must be appropriated, 
and that there is no discretion in the disburse 
ment of them, yet, nevertheless, this appears to 
| me to be a suitable time to make some practical 
remarks as to the way in which the ‘l’reasury 
at this time is beingadministered. I shall con- 
fine myself to this, resisting the temptation to 
go outside of that Department and subject 
others to the same fair examination that L pro- 
pose to givethis. The Treasury Department is 
ofall others the most important, not only tothe 
Government, butalso to the general welfare of 
the people. Its power over their interests is par- 
amount. Eversince the commencement of our 
late unfortunate war the Government has had 
control of the basis on which rests ali com- 
mercial valuesin this country. When its credit, 
as represented by the bonded and other debt, was 
sent out to the world it absorbed pretty much all 
of the then existing individual liabitilies, and 
became the medium of exchange of property 
us well as the foundation upon which property 
sought to secure itself. It found its way into 
the banking institutions and all other corpora- 
tions, becoming the reliable resource on which 
monetary and commercial transactions rested ; 
|! and when in addition Congress made it the 


ase 
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security for the national banking circulation 
the whole business of the nation, with its vast 
volume of transaction, became tributary to and 
dependent upon it. And so it now remains. 
it bears the same relation to all of the moneyed 
affairs of the people of this country, from the 
man of New York, with his $50,000,000, to the 
humble artisan, with no capital but his sinews 

that the heart does to the human organization, 
the least pulsation of which affects not only its 
vitality but its healthful operation throughout 
every liber of the body. Such is the public debt, 


aud vast is the power of him who can use and | 


control it at pleasure, An engine of such feariul 
proportions is under the control of no other 
man in this countryor Hurope. During the war 
legislation gave to the Treasury Department 
almost unlimited authority over everything ap- 
pertaining to the debt and the currency. There 
was little or no reservation. Congress, having 
confidence in the discretion and integrity of the 
then Secretary, withheld nothing. He was 
invested by law with absolute control. 

Indeed, the power which was then conferred 
on that officer was greater than ever placed in 
the hands of any other under our Government; 
even the President has never had as much. 
lle can use at pleasure the public credit and 
the public securities, and in consequence pos- 
sesses an influence over the fiscal condition of 
the country and the consequent effect on the 
value of commodities which enables him to 
hold everybody's interest at command. 
he can make the fortunes or accomplish the 
ruin of individuals or communities at pleasure. 
So, also, can he regulate the stock market, 
putting up and putting down that kind of prop- 
erty when he pleases. What other living man 
can do the like? Or, rather, let it be asked 
whether any potentate of Kurope or Asia pos- 
sesses anything like so great a prerogative? 
It is absolute, and beyond the reach of redress 
lor the time being. 
is exercised and public clamor demands relief 
the complaint is attributed to partisan hostility 
or to defeated stockjobbing speculation. 


Thus | 


is reversed and a stringency ensues. ‘This has 
become so much the case that our banks an- 
ticipate and prepare for it. Not so the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. He thought he had 
nothing to do with such small matters; he 
was a law unto himself. Last summer and 
fall he overturned the whole of this by using 
his vast resources to alter the usual order of 
things in this regard. in the summer, when 
there was as usual a large surplus of capital, 
he added to it by buying five-twenty six per 
cent. bonds which did not mature in eighteen 
years, and disbursing currency for this purpose. 
Why wasthis? Certainly there must have been 
some motive other than the public good or 
sound financiering. In buying these bonds he 
not only suddenly increased the volume of the 


| outstanding currency, but he increased the 


| chases of bonds have been those which have | 
some time to run before becoming due. ‘The | 
receipts from taxes have been devoted to this | 


Thus he can prosecute whatever schemes of || 


wrongdoing he may have conceived without 
fear of interference, exposure, or successful 
opposition. All he requires is the support of 
his party in Congress and its press throughout 
the country, easily to be obtained with his 
resources, and he may go on ad infinitum to 
the end of the chapter, 

I have said thus much as to the powers of 
the office and in explanation of its character. 
{ now propose to examine the way in which 
these have been exercised by the present in- 
cumbent. 

Most men would have instinctively hesitated 
before assuming so much responsibility. Not 
so with Mr. Boutwell; he has had no appre- 
hensions on this ground. ‘The idea of the 
elTect of his actions on the interests to which | 
have referred appears to have given him no 
concern. He has been willing to exercise 


| $1,000,000 thus reduced. 


public debt. 
$1,000 payable in eighteen years. 

Though tke outstanding and long-time debt 
may have been decreased the then debt was 
increased. In his desire to show a dimin- 


ished debt on paper he violated a common | 


principle of good financiering by actually in- 
creasing the amount of the immediate and more 
present demands on the Treasury. His pur- 


purpose, while at the same time we have out- 
standing $400,000,000 of unredeemed and dis- 
credited notes not worth within twenty per 
cent. of their face. Though thus under pro- 
test, and dishonored in default of payment of 
our demand debt, the Secretary is buying up 
bonds having a long time to run at a premium 
of twenty to twenty-one per cent. What would 
be said of the sanity of a merchant who, 
though unable to pay his notes at. par, went 
into the market to buy his paper having years 


|| to run, and actually paid a premium to get 
If an abuse of this power || 


them at that? Some of these bonds purchased 
ata premium were issued under the act of 
Congress which declared on its face that they 
should be payable in legal-tender notes. He 
paid them in legal-tender notes, but at a pre- 
miuin of about twenty-five per cent. He gave 
a gratuity to the holders of $250,000 on every 
liow can the Sec- 


| retary or his friends defend this? No mode of 


reasoning can justify the payment of an obli- 


|| gation in coin when gold is at a premium, as 


not only all his legal authority, but a good deal | 


more. The power conferred has been ex- 
hausted, and power not conferred has been 
issumed., 

1 shall now prove this charge and pro- 
luce the evidence which the facts afford. He 
assumes to have been governed by a policy. 
| do not see any policy in his course. It has 
been so changeable that it does not seem to be 
governed by any fixed rule. At times the sale 
of bonds has been so arranged as to enhance 
the price; again, so as to depress them; while, 
on the other hand, gold has been sold at a lower 
ligure than the market; and, again, gold has 
heen put upon the market for sale and then sud- 
denly withdrawn when a little above the market 
prices could have been obtained. .He has paid 
no respect to the course of trade as affected 


My ‘ 


by the condition of the money market. At 


vertain periods of the year there is a plethora | 


of curreney at New York, while again, when 
money is required in the South and West to 


remove the crops to market, this redundaney | 


it has been, of thirty to forty percent., when 
the obligation itself declares on its face that 


| it is payable in paper. No reasoning is neces- 


sary to show the unpardonable ignorance, or 
something worse, which the Secretary has shown 
in these transactions. 
Treasury and to all other Government credit- 
ors, whom he pays in greenbacks. And what 
adds to the wickedness and folly of this pro- 
ceeding is the fact that the original holders of 
these bonds paid for them in greenbacks at 
about sixty cents on a dollar, having bought 
them of the Government when one dollar of 
gold was worth more than two in paper. This 
is what the Secretary did last summer and has 
continued to do until this time. 

Last fall the usual short supply of currency 
oecurred. Large dratts were drawn on New 
York by the West and South. The collections 
which bad been gathering in New York for 


four months were suddenly dissipated. A | 


light money market of course ensued ; and now 
came the Secretary again. What was his 
course? He stopped disbursing currency, he 
restricted the sales and the purchases, and 
actually refused to deliver after having adver- 
tised a sale and directed the reception of bids. 
The truth is, he had gone so far in the sum- 
mer in a wrong direction as to have weakened 
himself so much in the fall as to be unable to 
grant the relief which, by every proper con- 
sideration, he was compelled to do at that time. 
Many failures occurred in consequence, and 
a general prostration of trade, which still con- 
tinues. For these he is responsible. 

Another error in the policy of the Secretary 
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is the variable course he has pursued in the}. 

ing of gold and in the selling of bonds. }4,) 
in December he announced that he would gu', 
$11,000,000 gold ; he sold but $9,000,000, wit, 
holding $2,000,000. He purchased 313.000, 
000 worth of bonds. On the Ist of Jany s 
announced his monthly programme to be th. 
sale of $4,000,000 gold ; on the Sth he sudde; ly 
increased it $1,500,000. The announcemen: 
of his intentions to buy bonds and sell gold lee 
much significance. Itsinfluence is so great tha; 
bankers and merchants regulate their affair 
accordingly. 


ary he 


" ; e airs 
It is upon this part of the § 


ec- 


_retary’s action that people look with interes) 
The value of all imported goods is fixed }, 


the price of gold, and all other articles of 


| merchandise are subjected indirectly to th, 


He paid $1,200 on demand for || 


same standard. ‘Therefore, when the Govern. 
ment steps in with its regulating power the 
trading world looks on with concern and acs 
accordingly. Now, when the intention is do. 
clared at the beginning of each month that go 
many bonds will be bought and so much gold 
sold arrangements are made upon this basis, 
lor the month prices are very much established 
by this data. Hence the general derangemen; 
saused by a departure from the publicly de. 
clared intention of the Government. It is far. 
reaching and widespread, causing uncertainiy, 
timidity, and inequality, and often distress ani 
sometimes ruin. 

But I have yet greater objections to the course 
of Mr. Boutwell. He has not only exercised 


_ fully and up to the very limit all the power con- 





|| ferred upon him by law, but he has exceeded 
| this limit, not only assuming doubtful powers, 


but transcending even them. I do not make 


| this charge without due reflection. Let us look 


at the fact. By the sinking fund act the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury may purchase bonds to 
the extent of one per cent. of the whole amount 
of the publie debt, provided that the surplus 
coin received from customs duties shall be 
large enough to admit of such purchase. ‘Thus 
his power to buy bonds is limited. It is not 
only limited as to the amount he shall buy, bu: 


| also as to the purpose for which he shall buy. 


lie may purchase in each year one per cent. 0! 
the whole public debt, no more, and then only 


_ for the purpose of the liquidation of the debi, 


putting the amount of purchase in the sinking 
fund provided for that purpose. How has the 
Secretary respected this law? Let us see. 
When he came into oflice on the 4th of March 
last the debt was $2,525,463,260 01, and he 


_ had authority to reduce it alittle over two mil- 


lt was unjust to the | 


lions per month, no more. This was the exteut 
of his legal power. Instead, however, of con- 
fining himself to this, he has bought, according 
to his own ollicial statement, over seventy-five 
millions up to the last of November, 186%, at « 
cost to the Treasury of about one hundred mil 
lions in currency; and he continues to buy, 


| though his power under the sinking fund act 


has been some time exhausted. This isa pa! 

pable violation of law; an open, flagrant, dis- 
regard of the statute; and that, too, by a mau 
who but a few months ago voted and argued in 
favor of so stringent a compliance with law by 
the President that for the slightest deviation 
or even error of construction he should be im 

peached and removed. It might be interestiny 
to quote some of the Secretary’ s ideas of execu 
tive duty to the law-making power as enunc' 
ated at that time, but as it is not pertinent to 
my argument I shall forego the great induc: 

ment to do so. But how does the Secretary 
excuse his own conduct under similar circum 

stances? It is remarkable how differently t! 


/same persons will sometimes view the sai 


| thing under different circumstances. 


He do 


not deny his responsibility. On the contrar 


he freely admits it in his report, and asks © 


t} 


gress to remedy his dereliction by making * 


law to meet the case. In his report he says: 


“The act of February 25, 1862, provided that the 


coin received for duties upon imported goods sho! 
be annually set apart as a sinking fund to the ext 
of one per cent. of the entire debt of the United Si 
In conformity with this requirement I have } 
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and the legally established time in which the 
fiscal year begins and ends, is abolished by a 
stroke of his pen. 


sources, is so much distrusted that it reflects 
pon the solvency and credit of the Government 


lus elf. 


in this office is his desire that everything in that 
Department shall begin de novo; that the 
Boutwell era shall be marked by entire origin- 
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| bonds to the amount of $20,044,800, and desig- magnificently declared determination to pay || furnished, we could then better judge of his 
. eu as betonging 50 me sinking fund. These every dollar of public obligation, dollar for || fidelity and sagacity. 
es are a substantial compliance with th ' ; . ns a, . . . 
: from the 4th of March last 1 have not felt || dollar, in coin! Well, how did the Secretary Why has he omitted to transmit to Congress 
'y authorized or required to make any proyision || regard this pledge? Did he perform his part || the detailed statements of receipts and dis- 
\ the time that elapsed after the passage of the act || of the obligation to preserve in good faith the || bursements as required by the statute of 1789? 
f | previous to the commencement of the adminis- hlie credit? Did he vay dollar f dollar’ TI le satablished for : — 
yh prev eth the excess of means at my command || Public credit? id he pay dollar for dollar? nat rule was established for a wise purpose. 
th ’ purchased bonds in addition to those pur- || Not at all. Instead of so doing he went into || It was to compel that Department to give a full 
vn | for, the aenieg, ees Ker telex t, || the bond market to depress the value, so as to || account of every dollar received, from what 
sens con of Congress: and [ respectfully recom- || buy atalargededuction. Instead of executing || source, to whom paid, and for what purpose. 
has itbat they be added to the sinking tund, and || that law, he publicly violated it, buying the || No such report has been rendered by Mr. Bout- 
that \ sny further DAFOSAes teat eg eee tel | very obligations at eighty cents on the dollar | well. We are in the dark upon this head. 
air a that which would have been created if there || Which the Government, through this joint res- |} Funds may have been diverted from the objects 
$e ‘been no delay in the execution of the law.” || olution, had three weeks before declared should || for which they were appropriated, or have been 
es ~ He thus tellsushow much hedought lawfully || be paid for at one hundred cents on adollar. || paid wrongfully, or not paid at all, and so far 
* .d how much more he bought unlawfully, and But if, as is the fact, the act of March 18, || as we have information there is no way in 
3 of asks Congress to make a disposition of the ille- || 1869, is deceptive, and actually forbids him || which it can be detected and the remedy ap 
th sally purchased bonds, and to give him power || from paying cofm for bonds payable in paper, || plied. With such a statement, the required 
rn -. do the same hereafter, according to law. || his dereliction is even more apparent. Though || information could enable us to see how far the 
t rhese evidences of a disregard of law by the || that law is generally held to be a declaration || Secretary is entitled to the credit claimed. 
vet secretary and his vacillating and suspicious || that the faith of the Government is pledged to || Why has not this been done? The fact that it 
de- urse have not only caused a very general dis- || the redemption of the whole debt in coin, yet it || has not been is of itself a suspicious cireum- 
t so trust in his purity of purpose, but also in his ca- | declares undoubtedly that that portion of the |} stance. If he could present such a record as 
old »acity. Lhe effect upon the public credit has || debt which the law authorizing it provides shall || would sustain his pretences I am sure it would 
Sis, peenobvious. Itisshown inthe greatly reduced || be paid in paper shall be so paid. The Secre- |} not be withheld, and the fact that it is with- 
hed value of our securities. United States bonds || tary has violated this law in either of these || held is of itself sufficient upon which to justify 
ent which were selling for 123 to 125in August last || conditions both in letter and spirit. || a belief that it would not ‘* make out the case’ 
de- wre now worth only from 112to 115; and this, || Another and by no means small objection || as stated by him. 
far- (90, notwithstanding his alleged reduction ofthe || to the Secretary may be found in the manner | One of the difficulties which Mr. Boutwell 
iy, »ublic debtandalargesurplusover expenditures | in which he makes up his monthly statement || labors under is his peculiar tenacity of purpose. 
and in the current reeeipts. With the enormous in- | of the public debt. It is not frank and manly, Such a temperament is all very well when it is 
comeprocured by excessive taxation leviedupon || There is a disingenuousness about it which is balanced by judgment and coolintellect. When 
Inge the industry of the people athis command he has, || more in keeping with the small cunning of a |} a man thinks rightly the more he adheres to his 
sed notwithstanding, so damaged the credit of the || village practitioner than the elevated and com- || Opinion the better, but if erroneous the less he 
on- country that it is selling now at a reduction of || prehensive sphere of the finance minister of a | does so the better. Unfortunately the See 
ded cbout ten per cent. from what it was six months || great nation. He appears to think that his || retary is not always right; but whether right 
Ors, avo. Like the spendthrift who though coming || advent into that office marks a new era in the or wrong he never changes. He not only 
ake ato the possession of a vast estate does not | history of this country. From it he dates the || thinks he is right but he knows it, and that is 
ook iow how to manage it, and who in consequence | beginning of ‘‘the good time coming.’’ All | enough. ; Another difficulty which has laid in 
ore- on loses credit, Mr. Boutwell, though rich in | the previous management of that Department, || his way during the whole of his administration 
i 
| 


He issues his bulletins as 


be One of the first acts passed by this Congress || predicated upon the beginning of the Boutwell || ality in all things. This pride of person and 
hu as the lawapproved March 18, 1869, entitled || reign, which is the Ist of March, A. D. 1869. || office has led him into much trouble and 


‘An act to strengthen the public ecredit.’’ || He gives the state of the public debt, as it || caused much trouble to others. The courts 
it hat law is as follows: || stood March 1, 1869, and as it stands at the |} and merchants of New York have suffered from 
1 Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Represent- || date of his statement, with the further procla- | itvery much. When he came into the Depart 
_ ves of the United States of America in Congress as- || mation that he had reduced the amount so || ment he directed an entire new code of Treas 
n bled, That in order to remove any doubt.as to the || much since his advent into power. ury regulations to be adopted, which were to 


irp ise of the Government to discharge all just obli- 
ns to the public creditors, and tosettle conflict- 


questions and interpretations of the laws by vir- 


f which such obligations have been contracted, | 


is hereby provided and declared that the faith 
ie United States is solemnly pledged to the pay- 
tincoin of its equivalent of all the obligations of 
United States not bearing interes, known as Uni- 
tates notes. and of all the interest-bearing obli- 
sof the United States, except in cases where the 
wuthorizing the issue of any such obligation has 
sly provided that the same may be paid in lawful 

or other currency than gold and silver. But 

of said interest-bearing obligations not already 
iall be redeemed or paid before maturity unless 
htime United States notes shall be convertible 
sin atthe option of the holder, or unless at such 
bonds of the United States bearing a lower rate 
nterest than the bonds to be redeemed can be 


{at parinecoin, And the United States also sol- 





Now what I object to in this way of getting 
up statements is its want of candor. It does 
not do justice to his predecessor, nor to Con- 
gress, nor to the subject. If it be true that 


the debt has been decreased, other influence | 


has caused it, and not his management of the 
finances. He assumes in his monthly state- 
ments that the people cannot be aware of these 


| facts, or rather he would like them not to be. 


The public debt has been decreasing all the 
while for a twelvemonth. 
? 


tures? These receipts have been increased, 


not only from largely increased importations | 





govern the custom-house officials and even the 
United States courts. Without knowing the 
various and numerous decisions which had been 
made from the beginning of the Government 
down to the present time he established anew 
his own construction of law and sent it to his 
subordinates to govern their conduct. In many 
cases these new regulations were not only in 
palpable violation of the practice of the United 


| States courts but of the law and the decisions 
Why not, as the || 
receipts have been in excess of the expendi- | 


which had been from time to time made under 
them. So glaring was the folly and mischief 
of some of these that recently his Honor Judge 
Blatchford, of the southern district of New 


7 ; 
a ily pledges its faith to make provision at the of dutiable goods, but also from the sale of || York, rebuked the interference publicly from 
yal rliest practicable period for the redemption of the || Surplus war material of all kinds, as well as the bench. He said that— 
118 seems tates notes in coln, from an increased income from taxes arising |) ‘The Secretary appeared to beso badly posted as to 
12 iere is an imperative restrietion on the from increased southern crops and an increased suppose that hundreds of questions which continually 
li ‘retary agains ] ane Sa : : . } . arise had never been settled, when in fact they bad 
i retary against the payment or redemption || volume of trade; while, upon the other hand, || j,oen areued time and again and decided by the 
b any of the outstanding bonds not due until |) expenditures have decreased, because the ap- || counts; that the conduct of the Treasury oflicials 
i: : ° ° ; ° . >“ ae ald : i Vv . - o- : 
0 things have transpired, neither of which || propriations of Congress were decreased, the || toward the merchants of New York in this respect 
il eo ‘red And yet he has. in the face of war expenses were subsidi he ‘ces of had been infamous and outrageous, and declared 
in red, sind yet be has, in the iace o! war expenses were subsiding, the prices 0 that when these questions came before him he would 
a a redeemed over seventy-five millions, || commodities were lessening, and many useless || be governed entirely by previous decisions, so fur as 
ving eighteen years to run to maturity. his ottices had ceased with the war. [hese were the decisions cover the points raised. 
n¢ » declares that the faith of the Govern- || the great influences which caused the difference This is the language of a Republican judge, 


} le dged to the payment of its debt in 

iis promise has also been di sregarded. 

1© appears not to have known of its existence, 
no part of his transactions does any ref 

+ tO 1b appear, nor does he reter to it in 
nbual reé port, Ihe House will recolleet 
portance attached to this measure at the 
It was hailed by the 


] 


ot 
jority as a hel leclarati f gold 
J \ SS ah OIC: Ueciaration O oil 


WS passage. 


tuption of the public obligations, and as 
’ y me) a a eyte ? ¥ . : 
5 beyond peraaventure uli Geparture of 


tuith of the Government and all possibility 
Oh, what w shout went up | 


aeion, 


‘ ‘ +} Se ee 
out the eoun ryamong the faithful, who 


between receipts and disbursements, leaving 
the surplus, which he used to buy up the debt 
with. All of these were provided before he 
came into office. They had began to operate 
before he went there; they were ready to his 
hand. So far as his skill or energy is con- 
cerned, there is not the slightest proof that it 
has been successfully exercised to accomplish 
any beneficial results whatever. If, however, 
he is really desirous of proving that he is the 
vigilant ollicer he claims to be, why does he 
not give Congress the statement which the laws 
require, of a detailed account of all the money 


as reported in a Republican newspaper of New 
York. ‘Thus it isseen that the great Secretary 


| is not always infallible, and that when in the 
| wrong heis very much so, and does much harm. 


It is not well to adhere too firmly to our own 


| way, especially when that way is a wrong one. 
| Therefore it would be better to have less wil! 
| and more circumspection, less vanity and mor: 


caution, and less knowledge and more wisdom 
With these modifications our chancellor of the 
exchequer would be very much improved, espe 
cially uf a little less self-complacency shall be 
thrown in by the way of adding more humility 
to the tout ensemble. And this isthe Secretary 


received, how expended, and to whom paid? 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


such abhorrence of re pudiation, at this '! The law requires him to do so. If this were 1 who is the embodiment and impersonation of 
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the law, whose importance as a member of this 
llouse was derived from his rigid requirements 
of the late President to execute the law in letter 
andinspirit! Indeed, he came into his present 
office as the peculiar exponent of the principles 
of the execution of the exact law. The gentle- 
man designed for Secretary of the Treasury by 
Cieneral Grant was ineligible in consequence 
of the existence of some obsolete requirements 
in some obseure law, which provided that any 
one engaged in trade could not hold the office. 
Ile was rejected by the Senate only for this 


reason; that body required some one who was | 
not only legally qualified, but who would carry | 


out to the very extent every requirement of the 
law. And the present Secretary was the man 
seleeted. ‘lo him, therefore, we had the right 
to look for the crossing of every ¢t and the 
dotting of every i in the execution of ‘the 


law.’ I have shown how he has met this | 


expectation. 


‘Thus far I have confined myself to a discus: | 
sion of the administration of the duties of his | 
oflice, only selecting such acts of administra- | 


tion as are open and flagrantly wrong. I have 
said nothing of his peculiartheories as a finan- 
cier. Of them we know nothing except as 
developed in his report just made. 
only exposition we have had of his financial 


It is the | 


policy, and by it we may form a conclusion as | 


to the character of his mind and ability to grasp 
these great questions 


lam confident that on | 


reading and carefully examining this document | 
an unprejudiced mind will acquit the Secretary | 


if one of the charges sometimes made against 
him, that of actual dishonesty. It makes his 
incapacity so evidentthatall the errors to which 


| have referred are explainable on that ground | 


ratherthan ona supposition ofa willful intention 
to use his office for impure and dishonest pur- 

He plainly makes apparent a want of 
knowledge by the crude “a absurd recom- 
mendations he puts forth in this paper. As 
ridiculous as is the financial part of the Presi- 
dent's message, this of the Secretary is even 
more so. He shows that however much ca- 
pacity he may have heretofore displayed in 
discussing the abolition of slavery, the rights of 


poses, 


women and negroes, and in the management | 


of the details of a plan like that of a Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue, that in his present 
sphere, requiring an enlarged and comprehen- 
sive acquaimtance with the principles of mod- 
ern financeand athorough, practical knowledge 
of the working of an immense moneyed en- 
cine of power like the Treasury Department 
of the United States, he is sadly deficient and 
altogether unequal. 

To make this plain it is only necessary to 
examine his report. He presents two leading 
ideas, namely, to reduce the public debt by a 


continued heavy taxation, and to continue in | 
existence the present volume of Government | 


currency, with a hint that it could be with pro- 
priety increased. He argues in favor of ap- 
preciating the public credit, which he pro- 
poses to do by buying up unmatured bonds, 
and yet he proposes measures which will de- 








preciate the eredit still further by continuing | 


and enlarging the demand debt of the Govern- 
inent, represented by the greenbacks, now 
under protest and dishonored. He states 
that the ability of the country to resume is 


dependent upon *‘ the condition of its indus- | 


tries and to its financial relations to other 
couutries.”’ And yet he recommends a pro- 


longation of the present exhausting drain upon | 
these industries by the present severe and | 


exorbitant taxation which, together with the 


them feeble and unproductive. He thus, ac- 
cording to this theory, puts off indefinitely his 
capacity to resume. If it be true as he al- 
leges that resumption is dependent on any 


_ depreciated paper currency he favors, renders | 


such considerations as stated it is evident that | 


he wishes to place the country in a position 
where resumption will be impossible. He 











that even the alleged reduction of the debt pro- 
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cured by such means and at such a sacrifice be- | 


comes a great evil, which must speedily reduce 
the credit of the Government, while it will 
eventually result in an increase of the debt 
itself. 

He attaches great importance to our relations 
to other countries, stating that our power to 
resume specie payments is very much dependent 
upon them, and at the same time recommends 
an application to foreign capitalists for a large 
loan under his consolidation theory. Though 
alleging that our power to resume is very much 
under European control, he asks Congress to 
place the United States yet further under for- 
eign domination by issuinga newJoan of $1,200, - 
000,000 expressly for that market. According 
to this theory, he would turn us over, bound 


hand and foot, to foreign capitalists whose inter- | 


ests and sympathies are hostile to our institu- 
tions, to our independence, and to our onward 
march to the front rank among the nations of 
the world. But as objectionable as is the rec- 
ommendation of making this country thus de- 
pendent on Kurope, the terms and conditions 


proposed for the loan itself is even yet more | 


indefensible. That it may not be thought that 
| do the Secretary injustice I quote his own 
language. He says: 


_ ‘The subscribers in Europe shall receive their 
interest in London, Paris, Berlin, or Frankfort, as 


they may elect; the bonds, both principal and inter- | 


est shall be free from all taxes, deductions, or abate- 


ments of any sort, unless it shall be thought wise to | 


| six per cent. interest ‘shall be re 





subject citizens of the United States tosuchtax upon || 


incomes derived from the bonds as is imposed by the 
laws of the United States upon incomes derived from 
other money investments.” 


Here is a recommendation that the foreign 
holder of these bonds shall be freed from a tax 
which he proposes Congress shall impose upon 
the American holder. 


denytohisown countrymen. The bondholderin 
Kurope shall pay no taxes in aid of the Govern- 
ment expenditures, while the bondholder here 
shall not only bear his full proportion of this 
burden, but that portion of it also which goes 
abroad to pay the interest on this foreign debt. 


He thus offers advan- | 
tages and favors to foreigners which he would | 


| and receive the latter in exchange for 
| His language can have no other constru 
|| [ hold that this is repudiation in its wors 


| which are considered interminable. 


January 19, 


$1,000,000,000. If the language of the Seer. 
tary is to be literally construed when he «... 
that these outstanding bonds which oo 


now bear 
. ceived it 
exchange for the proposed four and a half ee 
cent. bonds,’’ he means that the holders <j...) 


be compelled by law to relinquish the furn,... 


them, 
chon 


. a hina t for l, 
It repudiates the responsibility of the Biker 


ment to pay six per cent. interest by compelliny 
the creditor to receive only fourand a half ,,.. 
cent. interest instead. It means this or it yy... 
nothing. Ifhe means the payment of the hoy, 
now out at this time by the negotiation of ,, 
bonds at the new rate of interest, let us ¢, 
whether it can be done. If the latter js 4), 
design the error is equally palpable. ‘1, 
Government cannot negotiate a loan ejtha 
here or in Kurope on suchterms. The propo 
sition is impracticable and cannot be exeeyted 
The funded debt of England, France, ,), 
Prussia, the three great specie-paying nations 
of Kurope, is selling at a rate that proves thic 
assertion. The value of a security of this 
character is very much dependent on its jer. 
manency as an investment. Short-time public 
loans do not command as high price as those 
like the funded debt of the above nations. 
Should 
England, France, or Prussia issue a like boy) 
to that which is proposed, of a temporary 
duration before payment, it would not com 
mand within ten per cent. of the value of the 
present debts of those countries. And there 
isa good reason for this difference in their 
value. In Europe the consols have their chief 
meritsin their permanency. They offer areliable 
and certain security, unchangeable and fixed, 
Thus the estates of minors, widows, and jp- 


Our 


| vestments where annuities are required prefer 


Nor is this the worst feature of this proposition. || 


The industry of the country must bear an addi- 


tional burden in consequence of this exemption | 
from taxation of so large an amount of property | 
held abroad. Ifthe $1,200,000,000 loan shall be | 


alltakenin Buropeat fouranda eae cent., as 
suggested, the interest upon it will amount to 
$5,400,000 a year, in coin. This sum must 


in gold, which, estimated at say twenty per | 


cent. premium, will amount to about six and a 
half million dollars of interest alone. Now who 
contributesthis? The answer will suggest itself 


| about the 


these instead of others. They are place! 
beyond the accident of change or the hazard 
of wrong. Itis the permanent security offered 
by the State comprising the nation, and not 
that dependent upon the integrity or success 
of corporations or individuals. 

A bond having from fifteen to twenty-five 
years torun, as suggested by the Secretary, could 
not command in Europe within ten to fifteen 
per cent. of their own bonds. Possibly our 
new four and a half per cents. could sell! for 
rice of their three per cents. This 


|| is a liberal estimate of their value under the 
be sent to Europe in two semi-annual payments | 


to the humblest intellect. The people and their | 


industry must bear this additional burden in 


order that this new favored class, the peculiar | 


friends of the Secretary, may receive their in- 


come from this country ‘free from all taxes, | 


deductions, and abatements,’’ in the language 
as proposed by him. How any man who has 
regard for the dignity of this position can send 


circumstances. At last advices English three 
per cent. consols were worth in London, 92) for 
100, the French rentes, three per cents., were 
worth in Paris 72} for 100; and the Prussian 
loan, four and half per cents. were worth only 
93 for 100, thus showing that the favorite secur- 
ities of these three specie-paying and solven| 
nations were at a discount in their own capi: 
tals. How, then, can the United States nego 
tiate a loan there of this class on better terms 


than their own is worth? 


forth to the American people such a document | 
is more than my poor comprehension can under- | 


stand. But let us look at this consolidation 
scheme a little further. He proposes to fund 
what will remain of the existing debt byissuing 
new bonds in three classes, namely, $400,000,- 
000, payable in fifteen years ; $400,000,000 in 


| twenty years, and $400,00,000 in twenty-five 


years, at four and a half per cent. interest, and 
that the existing bonds known as five-twenties 
shall be received in exchange for the new issue. 
This proposition is based upon the idea that he 
can negotiate such a Joan in Europe at par at 
the rate of interest stated. Fortunately for the 
country, the Secretary predicates his theory 
upon an impossible accomplishment; butif pos- 
sible it would bea very great national calamity. 

The bonds now outstanding draw six per cent. 
interest. It is estimated that about one half 


does not appear to see that such a policy is || of this amount is already held in Europe. 


sadly averse to a restoration of good credit ; 


We are asked to dishonor the existing del 
by exchanging it for a security of inferior value. 
or to place upon the markets proposals for « 
new loan, which probably could not be nego: 
tiated at all, either here or abroad, on the terms 
and conditions proposed. ‘This presents the 
alternative of dishonor or discredit. One 0’ 
the other, or both of these objections presen! 
themselves tothe Secretary’s theory in practice. 


| In either case I doubt whether the country 


| 


} 


' would be satisfied. 
it is quite evident that the man who gravely 


Whether satisfied or not, 


presents to the world schemes so void of com: 
mon sense is sadly deficient in the necessary 
requisites required for the discharge of the 
duties which unfortunately have been impose! 
upon kim in this instance. I do not propose 
to follow the Secretary further. Aside from 
the absurdity of many of his recommendations, 
their inconsistency with each other is quite 
apparent. Recommending a foreign loan, 4 


_ stated in one part of his report. he deprecates 
Mr. Wells in his excellent report states it at | the existence of a foreign debt in another. an! 
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therreflections and suggestions heis equally 
fault with himself. 
i, these remarks I am influenced by no con- 
ration of personal hostility to this gentle- 
van. My relations with him as a member of 
-hig House for five years were pleasant, and 
far as I know and believe, mutually agree- 
io. But in the discharge of my public duty 
mere personal considerations shall deter 
. from a frank expression of opinion. ‘The 
»terests now intrusted to him are too delicate 
od far-reaching in their influences for me to 
‘sitate in characterizing his execution of 
em in proper terms. ‘The labor earnings, 
-operty, and condition of the people, the 
or of the Government, are directly depend- 
+ upon his administration. With this view 
‘the magnitude of the interests involved, I 
cannot be restrained from a full expression of 
‘nion. have thus called the attention of 
Congress and the people to the subject that 
he remedy may be applied. At any rate, I 
have discharged my duty; let others do theirs. 
(the CHAIRMAN. The hour limited by the 
House for general debate has now expired. 
rhe bill will now be read by paragraphs for 
imendment, subject to the rule allowing five 
minutes debate upon amendments. 
he following paragraph was read : 
For Navy pensions of widows, children, mothers, 
fathers, brothers, and sisters of sailors and marines, 
is provided by acts of August 11, 1848, July 14, 1862, 
July 25, 1866. and July 27, 1868, $334,475: Provided, 
That the fund known as the Navy pension fund shall 
. covered into the Treasury of the United States, 
id all Navy pensions shall hereafter be appropri- 
ited from the general funds in the Treasury in the 
same manner that Army pensions are, 


Mr. SLOCUM. I move to amend the par- 
agraph just read by striking out the proviso to 
cover the naval pension fund into the Treas- | 
ury. I understand that this naval pension fund 
is derived from one half of the proceeds of 
the seizures made by the Navy, and is set apart 
by law for the benefit of the widows and or- 
phans of the officers and sailors of the Navy. 
lt belongs to them just as much as the other 
half belongs to the officers and sailors of the | 
Navy. 

[tis now proposed by this bill to take this | 
fund away from the widows and orphans. The | 
gentleman in charge of this bill [Mr. Kersey] 
admits that under the laws as they stood for- 
merly this fund would give them an increased 
pension. Every dollar of the fund belongs 
to them. 
laws in existence when the men enlisted. We 
have no more right to take this fund away from 
them than we have to go to Admiral Farragut 
and other officers and demand the share they 
have received from the other half of the prize- 
money. 

Mr. KELSEY. Mycolleague [Mr. Stocum] 
is entirely mistaken in some respects in the | 
argument he has made against this proviso. 
he law under which the present pension fund | 
exists was passed in 1862. Itis not entirely 
ior the benefit of the widows and orphans of the 
sailors; it is for the payment of naval pensions. 

Uhe officers and sailors and marines have had 
one half of the value of the prizes captured 
during the war. The other half has been paid 
into the ‘Treasury and set apart as a fund out 
of which to pay Navy pensions. 

: Now, the objection to having this separate 
fund is that in all such cases an effort is made 
to bestow special favors upon certain favorites 
of the Department. That is one reason why 
this House has on two occasions passed just 
such a proviso as this, covering this fund into 
the Treasury, so that the Army and Navy in 
this respect may be on an equal footing. ‘There 
iS aristocracy enough in those two branches of 
the service without increasing it by building up 
& separate fund for their convenience and ben- 
eit. Whenever a fund is set apart for such a 
purpose you are constantly appealed to by the 
argument that it costs the Government nothing | 
to pay money out of this fund. Sir, every dol- | 
lar of that fund has cost the Government more | 
than thirty dollars. 
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more than four hundred million dollars to main. 
tain the Navy during the late war. Here isthe 
sum of $14,000,000 in your ‘Treasury to repre- 
sent the Government's half of captured prop- 
erty, and the Government is charged with that 
amount as a debt. 

Now, we say that this distinction should not 
exist ; that it is entirely unnecessary that these 
men, who have already had their share of prize- 
money, should have any better security for the 


| payment of their pensions than those in the 


Army have, who have had no prize-money at 
all. I hope, therefore, that this proviso will 
not be stricken out, for it is one step in the 


| right direction. 


There is another reason why this proviso 
should be adopted. In every monthly state- 
ment coming from your Secretary of the Treas- 
ury there is an item of nominal indebtedness 
against the Government of $14,000,000. The 


| indebtedness is merely nominal, but the item 


They are entitled to it under the || 





swells the aggregate amount, which would be 
reduced just that much if you place this fund 
where it ought to be, in the Treasury of the 

United States, and place the naval pensions, 
| as they should be placed, upon the same foot- 
ing with Army pensions. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would like the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Ketsey] to inform 
the House whose money this fund really is, 
whether it belongs to the Government or to the 
men who earned it as prize-money? 

Mr. KELSEY. I say that it really belongs 
to the Government. ‘The Government at an 
expense of more than four hundred million dol- 
lars maintained the Navy, paid these men their 
bounties, their wages, and supported them in 
all respects while they made the captures from 
the proceeds of which this fund has arisen. We 
are now asked to hand the whole of this money 
over to these pensioners, to make the Govern- 
ment a debtor to them to the amount of this ad- 
ditional $14,000,000, after it has cost the Gov- 
ernment so much to realize this money. 

Mr. SARGENT. Will the gentleman from 
New York yield to me a moment ? 

Mr. KELSEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SARGENT. [understand that the naval 
officers and the sailors have already received 
| all that they were entitled to under the laws of 
the United States as their prize-money. 

Mr. KELSEY. Certainly. 

Mr. SARGENT. That this is that part of 
the money which went to the Government of 
the United States. 

Mr. KELSEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SARGENT. That it is now kept in a 
separate fund, upon the theory that Congress 
may at some time or another refuse to pay the 
pensions which considerations of humanity and 
| a proper recognition of the services of these 
men require should be paid. No such security 
| is deemed necessary in behalf of the Army. 

Undoubtedly Congress will appropriate money 


| for these pensions so long as it is proper that 
they shall be paid. But I understand the fact 
to be—I ask the gentleman from New York 
whether I am correct in my understanding— 
that nominally the debt of the United States is 
swelled by the amount of some fourteen million 
dollars by this fund; that, furthermore, alittle 
less tha@fourteen million dollars is required 
to pay these pensions; and the naval ofhicers, 
or those in charge of the fund, are accustomed 
to make use of the difference between the 
amountactually required and the whole amount 
of the fund to pay increased salaries to favorite 
officers, clerks, &c., a mode of expending 
money which Congress would not approve and 
which could not be carried on except under the 
pretense of maintaining this fund. 

Mr. KELSEY. That I understand to be 
the true state of the case. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Will the gentleman 
from New York permit me to make a single 
remark ? 

Mr. KELSEY. Certainly. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. Chairman, the pay- 


It cost the Government || ment of naval pensions, whether this fund is 
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nominally preserved or not, rests after all upon 
the good faith and the capacity of this Gov: 
ment, precisely as does the payment of pen 


rie 


it the Government shou 
choose to repudiate the payment of these yp: 
sions, to abolish this fund, it would have the 
power to do so. But so long as the Govern 
ment stands it will never refuse to pay a do! 
lar which it oughtto pay. Afterall, the que 
tion is simply whether we will keep on our 
books a fund which exists only nominally, 
which has no existence in fact, and the nom 
inal continuance of which can answer no good 
purpose. 

Mr. MAYNARD. With the consent of the 
gentleman from New York, I would like to 
make a suggestion. ‘There is, | submit, a dil 
ference between Navy pensions and Army pen 
sions. The Navy peusion is peid in pursuance 
of a contract made with the sailor at the time 
of his enlistment. This pension is as much a 
part of the contract under which he enters the 
service as the payment of his monthly wages. 
he Army pension, the pension of the sol- 
dier, is, on the contrary, in the nature of a gra 
tuity, an exercise of munificence on the part 
of the Government. There is no contract for 
the payment of the Army pension excepting 


| perhaps the implied contract growing out ot 
| the general policy of the Government from the 


beginning, to remember and recognize the ser 
vices of its soldiers. But the Navy pension, 
as | understand, rests upon an entirely differ- 
ent footing. This naval pension fund, so far 
from belonging to the Government, is really 
tlie money which these men have wrested from 
the enemy at the cannon’s mouth and on the 
quarter-deck in their engagements upon the 
high seas. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Will the gentleman per- 
mit me to make a single suggestion? ‘The 
mode in which the Government is to distribute 
to the naval pensioners the sums to which they 
may be entitled rests entirely in the discretion 
of Congress. We may distribute this fund in 
larger or smaller amounts; in other words, we 
may by law make these pensions larger or 
smaller. ‘That the condition or mode of dis- 
tributing this fund or any fund to the naval 
pensioners rests in the discretion of Congress. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. STEVENS. I desire, Mr. Chairman, 
to state the reasons which will induce me to 
vote for the proposition of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Stocum] to strike out this 
provision of independent legislation. They 
are two, and the first is because the Navy De- 
partment has had no notice and no opportunity 
to be heard before the committee here on this 


‘question of striking out of existence the fund 


set apart and known asthe Navy pension fund. 
I do not propose to go into a history of the 
introduction of this clause before the House, as 
it is sufficient for my purpose to say that the 
Navy Department have indicated to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs their desire that that 
committee should give its attention to a revis- 
ion of the whole subject of Navy pensions. 
That indication bas been given, as I believe, in 
entire ignorance that any clause like this was 
pending before or would be reported by any 
committee of this House. It seemsto me only 
fair that the Navy Department shall be heard 
from before we take any action on this matter, 
for they are in some sense the guardians ot 
this fund. 

In the second place, Mr. Chairman, I do not 
apprehend the eugaitee and condition of the 
fund to be precisely as stated by the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Kexsry.] I understand 
there is something like good faith on the part 
of the Government toward Navy pensioners. 
I understand that by immemorial usage prizes 
belong to the captors, subject, of course, to the 


regulations under the laws of Congres We 
have decided by our legislation that one halt 


of the prize-money shall go to the living and 
one half be reserved as a pension fund for the 
living and dead. That latter portion has been 
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set aside, as | understand, and is invested in 
bonds of the United States to the extent of 
ome fourteen million dollars. It is held as a 
trust fund in the Treasury of the United States, 
out of which these Navy pensioners are to be 
paid. Now, what is the proposition before the 
llouse? ‘The trustee proposes to take this fund 
to its own use, to blot it out of existence, and 
say that these pensioners shall be remanded to 
general legislation, and this fund, for years pre- 
served to them under the sanction of law, seized 
and extinguished. lor these reasons I| shall 
{vel compelled to vote for the motion of the 
gentleman from New York, | Mr. Stocum. | 

‘The CHAIRMAN. Alldebate on the pend- 
ing amendment is exhausted. 

Mr. KELSEY. Imove tostrike out the last 
word, for the purpose of saying a few words. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. 1 desire to ask the 
gentioman who last addressed the House, and 
who seemed to be familiar with this subject, 


whether the sailor could get any more pension | 


out of the Navy fund than he would get out of 
the Treasury; in other words, whether the 
amount of pension is not fixed by Jaw under 
oue system as well as the other ? 

Mr. STEVENS. Unquestionably that is so ; 
but at the same time it dves not touch the 
question whether this was a fund set apart for- 
ever, out of which the payment was to be made. 

vir. KELSEY. I desire to answer the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire. 
of complaint against this proviso is that no 
nolice was given to the Navy Department of 
our intention to report this provision of the 
bill. Itis something new to me, at all events, 
that this Ilouse is required to give notice to 
any Department of what it intends to report 
until it has beenreported. ‘The Navy Depart- 
ment has no more interest in this fund than 
any other branch of the service. The Secre- 


tary of the Navy has no more interest in it than | 


any member upon this floor. ‘Therefore I dis- 
miss that complaint as not sound or worthy of 
our consideration. 

lic says further this is in violation of good 
faith. On that I take issue with the gentle- 
man. All the faith that this Government is 
pledged to is that these men who were wounded 
inthe service shall have the pensions established 
by law, and that is just exactly what we pro- 
pose to give them. We have made no bargain 
with them that any gold shall be hoarded for 
them, or that they shall get their money in any 
particular way; but what we have agreed to is 
(o pay them these pensions, and when we have 
done that we have discharged our full duty. 
ut he tells us further that this fund is invested 
m bonds. Here again | must correct him. 
‘This fund is not invested in bonds. As I 
stated in my opening remarks it is invested 
nowhere. It stands simply upon the books 
of the Treasury as a charge against the United 
States. It is notinvested in any securities and 
uever-has been so invested, 

Mr. MAYLIAM. 
me a question ? 

Mr. KELSEY. Certainly. 

Mr. MAYHAM. I understand the gentle- 
man to say that it stands upon the books of 
the Treasury of the United States as a charge 
against the United States. In favor of whom 
is that charge? 

Mr. KELSEY. In favor ui the Navy pension 
fund, the very thing which we seek to put out 
of existence, 

Mr. MAYHAM. Is it not in favor of the 
Navy pensioners, and a security to them that 
they will be paid? 

Mr. KELSEY. 
pensioners, in security that they will be paid. 


it is in favor of the Navy pension fund, which | 
is really a myth, which has no existenceexcept | 


on the books of the Treasury. 
Mr. STEVENS. Has the fund not been in- 
vested in bonds of the United States? 


Mr. KELSEY. 1 made inquiry of the Treas- | 


urer of the United States a day or two before 
this bill was reported, and be informed me 


His first point | 


Will the gentleman allow | 


No; itis notin favor ofthe 
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_ that it had not been so invested, and that its | repealing @ law is not in order, and this y; 
| only existence is on the books of his Depart- || tually repeals the law setting aside this feed. 


ment. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
to make a simple remark. ‘This fund, as the 
gentleman has stated, stands upon the books 
of the Treasury Department and was formerly 
subject to six per cent. interest, which was 
carried annually to the credit of the fund ; but 
I think two years ago a change was made, and 


| since that time it has been subject only to three 





| to pay the pensions. 


per cent., which is carried annually to the 
credit of the fund. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentle- 
man from New York [ Mr. Ketsry ] hasexpired. 

Mr. KELSEY. 1| withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I renew 
the amendment. Having had to do with this 
question for two years I desire to state to the 
Hlouse exactly how the matter stands. As 
long ago as the year 1800 a pension fund was 
set apart to be made up out of one half of the 
prizes, such as they were, for there were very 
few prizes taken in the early part of the history 
of this country. ‘lhe fund was not then enough 
Then came the war of 
1812, and the fund grew again, and went on 
until 1548, I think, when it was exhausted, and 


| then the sailors came upon the Treasury for 


their pensions; and this continued until the war 
of the rebellion, when prize money to the 
amount of $30,000,000 was distributed or was 
pledged. A portion was distributed to the sail- 
ors, and the balance, $14,000,000, remained at 
the Treasury to the credit of this fund. The 
fund was credited with six per cent. interest 
until last year, when on the report of a com- 
mittee of conference we passed an act which 
provided that hereafter the interest should be 
but three per cent, 

The committee, therefore, will see that 
whenever there is enough of this fund the 
sailors will be paid out of it; and whenever 


| there is not enough the Treasury will be called 





\ 


upon to pay it. I want this apparent debt 
against the United States struck off the books, 
and I want not only this fund paid into the 
‘Treasury of the United States, but the whole 
funds of the United States in the Treasury 
pledged for the payment of these sailors’ pen- 
sions. I want that they shall bave not only 
these $14,000,000, but the $100,000,000 of 
gold that is in the Treasury and all that may 
be put there hereafter, pledged for the pay- 
ment of their pensions. This, I believe, is the 
way in which the Army pensiuns are paid, and 
the difference is, that we stand with a fund 
accumulating for the payment of naval pen- 


sions bearing three per cent. interest, and | 


whenever there is any overplus there has been 
always a report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to nave that overplus paid away. The 
last thing ho wanted to do was to pension the 
admirals’ widows out of the surplus. Now | 
want to have it put back into the Treasury, 
where there cannot be a surplus; and whea 
naval pensions are given, let us give them out 
of the Treasury and have no surplus. Let us 


net continue this plan of making a charge on | 


the Treasury, on which it is as much a charge 


as it is on the taxation of the people, and call- | 
It was one of those convenient | 


ing it a fund, 
things which we derived from the old English 
system, under which expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment could be covered up from the people 
so that they could not find out what they were; 
and while we in this House, the guardians of 
the purse of the people, have attempted to 
abolish it for three years, and while our Com- 
mittee on Appropriations have unanimously 
each year ae against it, as they have done 
this year, yet we have been met in the Senate 
with objections. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

‘Tbe amendment to the amendment was with- 
drawn ; and the question recurred on Mr. SLo- 
cum’s amendment to strike out the proviso. 

Mr. SLOCUM. [rise toa point of order. 


I claim that in an appropriation bill a clause 











| 
| 


Mr. KELSEY. 

| too late. 

Mr. SLOCUM. 
act. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overryles tl 
point of order. It is too late now to make ; 
The bill has been referred to the committee 
a special order by the House. 

‘The question was taken on Mr. Siocyy, 
amendment, and it was rejected. “a 

Mr. KELSEY. I move that the bill be |aiy 
aside to be reported to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


Mr. BECK. I move that the committe, 
take up the next special order, the Militay, 
Academy appropriation bill. . 

The motion was agreed to; and the corp. 
mittee accordingly proceeded to consider th» 
special order, being the bill (H. BR. No, 7») 
making epnegemenons for the support of tho 
Military Academy for the fiscal year end 
June 380, 1871. 

Mr. BECK. I ask that by unanimous co). 
— the first reading of the bill be dispenseq 
with. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 

The Clerk read the bill. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. Chairman, I do not know 
what debate, if any, this bill will provoke, | 
only expect to occupy about ten minutes jy 
explaining it so that the committee may under. 
stand it. It will be observed, by the note at 
the foot of the bill, that the total of the sums 
appropriated by it is $315,269 20. The amount 
appropriated last year for this purpose was 
$274,488 80. The excess of the present appro- 
priation over that of last year is $40,780 40, 
It will be observed that in the first three 
items, being the items for pay, amounting to 
$212,019 20, there is an excess over the appro- 
priations last year for those items of $21,160 32, 
last year’s appropriation being $190,858 8), 
This increase grows out of the fact that we are 
now estimating for two hundred and ninety 
cadets, instead of two hundred and sixty odd 
last year. 

The law provides that there shall be one cadet 
for each member of Congress, and one for eacli 
Delegate from a Territory, and one from the 
District of Columbia. That makes two hundred 
and fifty-one if the States are all represented, 
and it is expected they will be before the be- 
ginning of the fiscal year which commences 
ou the Ist day of July next. They have not 
been heretofore, and, therefore, there has not 
been the full number of cadets. The President 
also has the right to appoint ten cadets annu- 
aliy, which in the course of four years makes 
forty. Thus the exact number is two hundred 
and ninety-one. The number estimated for is 
two hundred and ninety, and I believe there 
will always be perhaps one or more absent. 
‘The Department asks the passage of the bil 
according to the estimate for two hundred and 
ninety cadets. The committee went over the 
| number carefully and ascertained these to be the 
| facts. The increase of appropriation over that 
of last year is in consequence of this increase 
in the number of cadets, and there is also 4 
very small item which grows out of the fact 
that under the law as it now exists officers, as 
_ they have served a longer time, are entitled to 
additional pay. The number of cadets is est: 
mated for upon the assumption that all the 
States will be represented during the next fisca! 
year, which of course the committee had to 
assume. ‘I'wenty-one thousand one hundred 
and sixty dollars of the $40,000 excess over the 
appropriation of last year is made up of those 
items. 

The balance is made up thus: under the head 
of ‘* miscellaneous,’’ the items of which are 
given more in detail this year than they were !as'. 
beeause it was thought better that they shou 
be, isau excess of $19,620 05 overtheappropt! 


The point of order comes 


It isa virtual repeal of that 


ie 
t 
as 


ing 
sue 
5 


I object. 
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‘sions last year for miscellaneous items. 
oder that head are embraced several items 
tare not properly miscellaneous expenses. 
{mong them is an appropriation of $25,000 for 
¢nishing a fire-proot building, which you will 
-oe by the reports of General Shriver and others 


icemed indispensable for the safety of the | 
Without that item | 


archives of the institution. 
of $25,000 the appropriations for miscellane- 
ous expenses would be less than those of last 
year. ¢ 
37,000 for the repairing of what is known 
asthe north wharf. ‘This item has been before 
the House several times ; it has been shown 
that the wharf has gone very much to decay. 


t 
UL 


A derrick was bought last year, but the wharf | 


‘sin such a condition that it has not been con- 
sidered safe to erect the derrick upon it. It 
will save a large amount of money to repair it 
now. We have also found it necessary to ap- 
propriate $2,000 for improving and grading the 
artillery and cavalry grounds, which is a new 
item. ‘Therefore the appropriations for the 
ordinary miscellaneous expenditures of the in- 
stitution have been cut down to seven or eight 
thousand dollars less than they were last year. 


The new items, to wit, the north wharf, the | 


fire-proof building, and improving and grading 


the artillery and cavalry grounds, make the | 


difference, which is the reason why it is now 
proposed to appropriate a larger amount than 
was appropriated last year. 

The committee have looked over theseitems 
with at least some care, and endeavored to 
cut them down to the very lowest amount. I 


think the committee have really dealt severely || 


with the billin cutting down the appropriations 
as low as they have done. The original esti- 
mate submitted to the Secretary of War was 
for $844,264 20. The Secretary of War, think- 
ing that they could get along without some of 
the items asked for, cut it down to $332,264 20, 
and submitted an estimate to us for $12,000 
less than was called for by the original estimate. 
We of the Committee on Appropriations have 
cut them down still further to. $815,269 20, 
being less by $16,977 than the Secretary of 
War thought we ought to appropriate. 

Some of the items which provoked discus- 
sion when a similar bill was before a former 
Congress have been now put in such a shape 
as to obviate some of the difficulties then sug- 


gested. In reference tothe provision for addi- | 


tional pay to certain officers, there are laws 
providing for it. I can say that I have looked 
over all of them carefully, so far as I could 
understand them, though [ will say that in 
some cases, that of longevity rations, for in- 


stance, I could not figure them up exactly; but | 


there are laws providing for all the items; and 
to judge from the appropriation bills for the 
last three or four years, all of which I have 
examined, they seem to be entirely correct. 
There is at least this to be said: all these pay- 
ments must be made by the paymasters accord- 
ing to the law; and if the amount here appro- 
priated is not used in two years it is to be 
returned to the Treasury. Therefore the con- 
tingent or miscellaneous expenses are greatly 
reduced from what they have been heretofore. 


And the other items seem to be, and no doubt | 


are, exactly as provided for by law, for the pay 
of the instructors and for the additional pay 
of officers. The amount for the number of 
cadets is certainly correct, and the pay and 


allowances are such as are now provided by | 


law. 


I doubt whether there is anything in the bill | 
which will provoke much criticism by mem- | 
I will only say this in | 


bers of this House. 
regard to the fire-proof building, for which 
there 1s an appropriation of $25,000; it was 
shown to the committee that the archives of 
this institution are now wholly insecure. The 
only building they have to use for that pur- 
pose now is the building for the school of in- 
struction, and the cadets have to be marched 


+ we . . 
‘rom one part of the ground to another in all 


Weathers, involving a great loss of time be- 


There is also an item of appropriation | 


But | 











| law. 


sides great inconvenience. The archives of 
this institution have once been destroyed by 
fire. ‘'wo or three years ago an appropriation 
of $15,000 was made for this purpose, although 
at the time those in charge of the institution 


announced that it was wholly insufficient to | 


build a fire-proof building; and the amount 
so appropriated was not used for some time on 
that account. But it has now been used, the 
foundation of a building has been constructed, 


and one story of the building has been erected, 


| on the distinct assurance that a further appro- 
$25,000 would be required | 
| to complete the building. 


priation of at least 


Such recommendations have been made to 


the Committee on Appropriations as made it | 


apparent to us that this fire-proof building was 
necessary. And asthe sum of $15,000 has al- 
ready been expended under the circumstances 
I have stated, it was deemed proper that we 
should make the further appropriation herein 
contained, especially as in every other respect 


they have evidently brought down their ex- || 


penses to the lowest possible amount. It will be 
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well as to others. Ifthe gentleman has intro- 
duced a bill for regulating the pay of military 
officers in a clearer and more specific manner 
than is done in existing laws I hope the meas- 
ure will be adopted. 

Mr. LOGAN. If the House should agree 
to a proposition to fix specifically by law the 


| salaries of these military officers, instead of 


continuing the present system by which the 
pay is made up from longevity rations, &c., 


| the difference would be that an officer on duty 


at West Point in an easy place, teaching, it 
may be, a class in philosophy or something 
of that kind, would not receive more pay than 


' an Officer out on the plains engaged, it may be, 


= 


observed that heretofore we have appropriated | 


a gross sum—from sixty to sixty-four thousand 
dollars—to cover all these miscellaneous ex- 
penses; but as the committee have reduced the 
amountto the extent of some six or eight thou- 
sand dollars we thought it best to set forth in 
the bill the details of the various appropria- 
tions that the House may understand the 
nature of the several items. 


If no gentleman desires to discuss the bill | 


I will move that the committee rise and report 
it to the House. 


Mr. LOGAN. Mr. Chairman, I do not de- 


sire to discuss the bill; but if the gentleman | 
from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] will allow me, I | 


would like to occupy a moment in making a 
single suggestion. 

Mr. BECK. LIyield to the gentleman with 
pleasure. 

Mr. LOGAN. I have no opposition to make 
to the bill; but there is one matter on which 
the bill may have some bearing and upon which 
I wish to say a word. 

Members are, I believe, generally aware that 
the pay of Army officers under existing laws is 
so much complicated by allowances for forage, 
longevity rations, &c., that very few persons can 
ascertain by any computation the actual pay of 
an Army officer. I know that I am unable to 
do so. I have introduced a bill which pro- 
poses to give to each of our Army officers a 
fixed salary, cutting off all the various allow- 
ances authorized by existing laws. If sucha 
measure were enacted everybody would know 
from a glance at a single law the pay of any 
officer of the Army. 

I know not whether the sentiment of the 
House is favorable to a measure of that kind; 


in fighting Indians every day. Under such a 
revision of the law as I propose the officer in 
comfortable quarters and im an easy place 
would not get. more pay than the man who has 
a hard place out on the plains. 

I merely make my suggestion now for the 
benefit of the House. I shall at the earliest 
opportunity, if no other gentleman brings for- 
ward the measure, ask the House myself to 
vote on a proposition of that kind giving to 
every man in the Army a fixed salary without 
any allowances for rations, forage, or anything 
else of that kind. I propose that each of these 
officers shall be allowed such a salary as we 
may think his services are worth. My appre- 
hension was that if this bill should now be 
passed in its present form it might forestall the 
action of the House upon such a proposition 
as I have indicated. If our appropriation bills 
in reference to the Army, are passed on the 


|| basis of the existing law with reference to pay 
|| of officers we may find ourselves hereafter em- 


but if so the passage of the pending bill atthe | 


present time might tend to forestall or at least 
to embarrass the action of the House with 
reference to such a proposition. I do not know 


| whether there is any necessity for the imme- 


diate passage of this bill; if there is I have 
no objection to make ; but I think it is time 


| Congress should fix by law the pay of Army 


oflicers, so that this question may no longer be 


| attended with its present uncertainty. 


Mr. BECK. This bill only provides in most 
instances for the additional pay which these 
officers receive. I entirely agree with the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Logan] in his sug- 
gestion that there ought to be an entire remod- 
eling of the system by which our military 
officers are paid; but that must be done in 
some other bill than that now before the House. 
In nearly every case embraced in this bill we 
provide only for the payment of a specific sum 
in addition to the pay regularly allowed by 
If such a measure as that which the 


| gentleman from Illinois advocates should be 


1) 


| 


adopted, if we should simplify the method of 
paying our military officers, that new method 
of payment would apply to the pay of officers 


barrassed if we should desire to pass a bill 
giving Army officers fixed salaries, and abolish- 
ing the present system of allowances. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to make a few remarks 
in answer to the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. LOGAN. Before thegentleman proceeds 
with his reply there is one other thing in refer- 


| ence to which | wish to ask hima question. And 


| in asking these questions let me assure him it 
| is from no opposition to this bill; for I have 
| the fullest confidence that the whole subject 


has been fairly considered by the Committee on 
Appropriations. I ask the gentleman whether 
or not the committee investigated the fact that 
there are a great many oflicers stationed at 
West Point by detail who are not authorized by 
law, and who have been assigned there simply 
for the purpose of keeping them in a position, 
‘* waiting orders’’ as it is called? I suppose 
there are such supernumerary officers; but the 
gentleman can answer whether it is so or not. 
In looking at the Army Register I found a great 
many officers detailed for duty at West Point 
for whom I could find no authority of law. If 
the committee investigated the subject of course 
they will know more about it. 

Mr. BECK. We have endeavored to invest- 
igate all these things, and unless we have over- 


looked some of them, and I do not think we 
| have, there is nothing in this bill not provided 


| for by law. 
| of estimates the 


Orn pages 104 and’ 105 of the book 

none are referred to, and they 
were all carefully examined ; I examined most 
of them myself; and unless I overlooked some 
there ig no officer in this bill not provided for 


| bylaw. In volume two of the Statutes-at-Large, 


page 332, I find this provision: 


“That the Superintendent of the Military Acad- 
emy, while serving as such by appointment of tho 
President, shall have the local rank, pay, and allow- 
ances of a colonel of engineers; that the command- 
ant of the corps of cadets at the Military Academy, 
while serving as such by appointment of the Pres- 
ident, shall have the local rank, pay, and allowanc«s 
of a lieutenant colonel of engineers, and besides hi 
‘ther duties shall be charged with the duties of 
instructor in tactics of the three arms to said com- 


| mand; and that the senior assistant instructor in 


each of the arms of the service, namely, of artillery, 
cavalry, and infantry, shall severally receive the pay 
and allowances of the assistant professor of mathe- 
matics.”’ 


I read that to show that the officers for whose 
extra allowance we are now appropriating are 


attached to the establishment at West Point as || men who, holding the rank of captain, are 
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entitled to the pay of lieutenant colonels from | 


their position, and others holding the rank of 
lieutenant to the pay of captains. It is this 
increase in money that we are-now providing 
for. Ashas been already remarked, the great 
difficulty is to know what is the true sum; but 
that is the fault of the law and not the fault of 
the committee. I believe the defect is in the 
law, and that it ought to be changed. This is 
all I have to say, unless some gentlemen wish 
to ask me a question, 

Mr. MAYNARD. There isa point in refer- 
ence to which I desire some explanation before 
the gentleman takes his seat. I wish to call 
his attention to page 3 of the bill, where I find 
the following: 

Vor the departments of drawing, French, ethics, 
Spanish, chemistry, mineralogy, and geology, includ- 
ing £1,000 and no more for the yearly supply of 
chemicals, glassware, porcelain, paper, &c., for the 
latter department, $4,010. 


| ask the gentleman whether it is intended | 
that this $1,000 shall be appropriated for the | 


department of geology, and if so, whether it is 
necded for that purpose ? 

Mr. BECK. I can only state that the esti- 
mate was for $4,245 and that we have here 
appropriated only $4,010, 

Mr. MAYNARD. The question is not as 
to the amount; but whether this $1,000 spe- 
cifically provided here is intended for the de- 
partment of geology. I do not see why that 
department should want it, while [I can see 
why the department of chemistry should. 

Mr. BECK. My impression is, and I speak 
from recollection, that it applied to the depart- 
ment of chemistry, mineralogy, and geology, 
those three being considered as one. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I ask the gentleman to 
so amend the bill as to make that clear. 

Mr. BECK. That can be done when we 
come to consider the bill by sections. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Probably through the 
carelessness of the clerk, ‘‘ &c.,’’ has been left 
in the bill in many places, and I hope it will 
be stricken out. 

Mr. BECK. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. If the bill interfered 
with the reform suggested by the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. LoGan] it would be a serious 
objection to my mind; but, as I understand, it 
does not interfere with the desirable reforms 


suggested by that gentleman. It proposes sim- , 


ply to appropriate money to pay such expenses 
as ure or may be provided by law. Whatever 
reforms may be made in our military affairs 
will apply to this bill, as I understand it; that 
the money will be expended according to the 
requirements of the law as they may be during 
the next fiscal year. 

1 am very glad to find that the gentleman 
from Ilinois attended to this in his measures 
of Army reform. It is certainly very much 
needed. AsI understand, there are now over 
six hundred supernumerary military officers ; 
and I think some provision ought to be made 
by which the public would be relieved of the 
expense of maintaining that vast number of 
supernumerary and unnecessary officers. I 
think, Mr. Chairman, there are no retired 
officers assigned to duty at West Point whose 
pay will be increased by any provision of this 
bill, or by reason of any such assignment. 

| will say, however, that there are in the 
Navy certain naval retired officers assigned to 
duty whereby their pay is increased, and where 
the duties might be performed by officers who 
are not retired, and by whom they could be 
performed without the public expenditure 
being increased, 

Mr. LOGAN. IT think the gentleman has 
probably not noticed the fact that during last 
session of Congress I introduced a bill provid- 
ing that no retired officer should be assigned 
to any duty whatever. That bill was yesterday 
or the day before signed by the Speaker, hav- 
ing passed the Senate, and now under that law 
retired officers cannot be assigned to duty. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. That was with regard 


to the Army, and the whole country is indebted 











| 
| 


| 
| now adjourn. 
| 
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| 


to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Loca] | 


for that and for other reforms. But there is 
no such provision as to the Navy. 

Mr. BECK. I move that the committee rise, 
for the purpose of closing general debate upon 
this bill. 

Mr. KELSEY. And of reporting to the 
House the pension appropriation bill. 

The motion that the committee rise was 
agreed to. 

The committee rose ; and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, Mr. Myers reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state 
'of the Union, pursuant to the order of the 
| House, had had under consideration the bill 

(H. R. No. 781) making appropriations for 
the payment of invalid and other pensions of 


the United States for the year ending June 30, | 
1871, and had directed him to report the same 


to the House withoutamendment. Mr. Myers 
also reported that the committee, pursuant to 


the order of the House, had had under con- 
> 


| I submit that the rules require that whe 
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consent, leave was granted for the withdraw. | 
from the files of the House of the papers in . 
ease of Krug & Hat, of St. Joseph, ee be 


Miss¢ ul 
Mr. HOLMAN. I rise to a point eB enen’ 


N papers 


|| are withdrawn from the files of the House 





| sideration the bill (H. R. No. 782) making | 


| appropriations for the support of the Military 
Academy at West Point for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1871, and had come to no con- 
clusion thereon. 
PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. KELSEY. 


[ call the previous question 


making appropriations for the payment of in- 
valid and other pensions of the United States 
| for the year ending June 30, 1871. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the oper- 
ation thereof the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. KELSEY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 


| to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ARNELL. I move that the House do 


ARKANSAS MOUNTED INFANTRY. 


Mr. ROOTS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 121) pro- 
viding for the payment of the fourth Arkansas 
mounted infantry volunteers ; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

RELIEF OF SETTLERS, 

Mr. POMEROY, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 872) for the relief 
of the settlers on certain lands in the State of 
Iowa; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 

Mr. BECK moved that when the House 
again resolves itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the Military Academy appropriation 
bill all general debate thereon shall close in 
five minutes after the committee shall resume 
consideration of the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MORNING IIOUR, 


Mr. CULLOM, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Rules: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Rules be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so chang- 
ing the rules as to devote two hours instead of one 
hour to the business of the morning hour on Tues- 
day, Wednesday, and Friday of each week during 
the session. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. MERCUR, by unanimous consent, 
moved for leave to withdraw from the files of 
the House the bill (H. R. No. 1141) of the 
l‘ortieth Congress entitled ‘‘A bill for the 
relief of David Bell,’’ with the accompanying 
papers. 

he motion was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. ASPER, by unanimous 


on the engrossment of the bill (H. It. No. 781) | 


Eee DIN U/]/fHT(ff 





| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


copies shall be left. 

The SPEAKER. That was proposed, but jt 
was never made a rule of the cine, Then 
is no such rule. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It has been the uniform 
practice of the House to have copies left of 
papers withdrawn from the files of the House 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk informs +), 
Chair that the practice has been varied, The 
proper practice, however, is to leave copie 
the papers withdrawn. 

MONUMENT AT WEST POINT. 

Mr. SLOCUM, by unanimous consent, j, 
troduced a joint resolution (II. R. No, 199 
donating captured cannon for the Purpose of 


So} 


constructing a monument at West Point, New 
York; which was read a first and second timo 
and referred to the Committee on Military 
A ffairs. 
CUSTOM-HOUSE AT CUARLESTON, 
Mr. BOWEN, by unanimous consent, jntro. 


| duced a bill (H. Rt. No. 8738) for an Appropri- 


ation of money to complete the custom-house 
at Charleston, South Carolina; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to ti, 
Committee on Appropriations. 

GEORGE M. SMITH. 

Mr. BOWEN also, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 123 
allowing late Acting Ensign George M. Smit) 
a share in certain prizes captured by the Uni. 
ted States steamer Aries; which was reada first 
and second time, and referred to the.Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 


JEROME E. PAMPELL. 

Mr. HAMILL, by unanimous consent, in. 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 874) for the relief 
of Jerome E. Pampell; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit. 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 


GEORGE P. RAMSBURG. 

Mr. HAMILL also, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 875) for the re- 
lief of George P. Ramsburg ; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to thc 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the 
various votes by which bills and joint resolu- 
tions had been referred; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NATIONAL SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE. 


Mr. DOX, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following resolution ; which was read, con: 
sidered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture |: 
hereby authorized to inquire into the expediency 0! 
establishing by act of Congress a national school 0! 
agriculture and the mechanic arts, so far as the 
latter may be applied to the uses of agriculture; 
endif in the opinion of said committee the estal- 
lishment of such school would be expedient, ani 
advisable, that itreport to this House for its consider- 
ation a bill providing for the establishment of such 
national school of agriculture. 


THOMAS J. MACKEY. 
Mr. WHITTEMORE, by unanimous consen', 


submitted the following resolutions; whic! 
were read, considered, and agreed to: 


Be it resolved, That the Committee on Freedmen 
Affairs be, and they are hereby, authorized and re- 
quired to inquire into the facts concerning the cm 
ployment in the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, a)! 
Abandoned Lands of Thomas w Mackey, of South 
Carolina, an ex-rebel officer, who was paid for sc! 
vices as clerk in that bureau while under disabiliti:s, 
and consequently could not, without committins 
perjury, take the oath of July 2, 1862, which oath '. 

yan act of Congress approved March 3, 1559," '° 
establish a Bureau for the Relief of Freedmen au 
Refugees,” required to be taken by allthe employ’s 
in said bureau. : ; 

And be it further resolved, That the committee be, 
and they are hereby, empowered to send to the bu- 
reau headquarters in Washington for persons avi 
papers relating to the same, and to report proce ed 
ings to the House. 
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\r. BINGHAM. I move that the House 

1) now adjourn. 
rhe motion was agreed to; and thereupon 
ur o'clock and thirty minutes p. m.) the 


ise adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
rhe following petitions, &c., were presented 
derthe rule, and referred to the appropriate 
mmuittees: 
' ~ By Mr. ADAMS: A petition, numerously 
sgned by citizens of Pulaski county, Ken- 
icky, praying for the abolition of the franking 
} rivilege. 
' By Mr. ASPER: The petition of S. P. Jew- 


and 40 others, of Oregon, Holt county, 
\lissouri, asking the abolition of the franking 


priviuege. abel se : 7 
, By Mr. BANKS: The memorial of Mrs. 


Martha A. Geer, of Massachusetts, for a pen- 
yn. 

\lso, a memorial of citizens of Massachu- 

its in behalf of the staff officers of the Navy, 
and for the more efficient organization of this 
Department of the Government, signed by 
on. William Claflin, Governor of Massachu- 
tts: Hon. Walter Harriman, late Governor of 
New Hampshire; Hon. Alvin Adair, Edwin 
Morton, P. J. Stone, A. C. Mayhew, M. A. 
Herrick, treasurer of Nashua lron Company ; 
\V. Amory, T. J. Walworth, secretary Boston 
Machine Company; B. Horace Hunt, William 
lj. Cofiin, Nelson Curtis, agent Atlantic Works; 
Villiam C. Colton, for American Tube Works; 
Harrison Loring, KE. L. Norton, jate mayor of 
Charlestown; William D. Ross, Henry Walker, 
G. Washington Warren, Albert J. Wright, 
V. I. Gliddon, E. H. Rollins, and J. M.S. 
Williams. 

By Mr. BEATTY: The petition of William 
Wishart, H. G. Coons, and many others, citi- 
zens of Ontario, Richland county, Ohio, pray- 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. BOYD: A petition of citizens of 
Granby, fourth congressional district of Mis- 
souri, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Carthage, Mis- 
sour, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The 
petition of J. W. P. Abbot and 38 others, cit- 


| 


zens of Westford, Massachusetts, for the abo- 
ition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
Kk. C. Butler and 171 others, citizens of Fair- 
haven, Massachusetts, praying for the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of Cyrus E. Clark and 
{7 others, citizens of Acushnet, Massachu- 
setts, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, the memorial of Franklin Snow and 
79 others, citizens of Chatham, Massachusetts, 
praying for the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts: The 
petition of Leis Stevens, a citizen of the United 
States, for authority to furnish the Treasury 
Department with superior illuminating gas at 


>2 25 per thousand cubic feet, being one dollar 


per thousand cubic feet less than is now paid, 
the works to be erected at petitioner's expense 
and on his own ground. 
_ Also, a petition of the jurymen of the United 
States circuit court at Boston for increase of 
pay suflicient to cover ordinary expenses. 

Also, a petition of consumers, manufacturers, 
ind importers of nitrate of potash, nitrate of 
soda, chlorate of potash, and saltpeter, for the 
removal of all duties from those articles. 

Also, the petition of George W. Jackman 

! 151 others, for the revival of the ship- 
building interest. 

Also, a petition of letter-carriers of Salem, 
Massachusetts, for increase of salary. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Beverly, 
Massachusetts, for the abolition ofthe franking 


privilege, 
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By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: A petition of 
citizens of Annaton, Grant county, Wisconsin, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Dodgeville, 
Iowa county, Wisconsin, against any reduc- 
tion of the rate of impost duty on foreign lead. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Montfort, Grant 
county, Wisconsin, for the abolition of 
franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Cassell’s Prai 
rie, Wisconsin, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. COWLES: A petition of citizens 
of Walworth, Wayne county, New York, for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, apetition of citizens of Cayuga county, 
New York, for a pension to the soldiers of the 
war of 1812, 

Also, a petition of citizens of Wayne county, 
New York, for the improvement of the harbor 
of Pultneyville, New York. 

By Mr. CULLOM: The petition of J. C. 
Sheldon, James Brown, and all the members 
of the grand and petit juries of the United 
States circuit and district courts at Springfield, 
Lllinois, also the district attorney, the clerks, 
and the attorneys, asking Congress to increase 
the per diem of jurors ip attendance upon 
United States courts. 

By Mr. DY¥YLR: A petition of 70 citizens 
of New Florence, Missouri, asking for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 40 citizens of Sturgeon, 
Missouri, asking for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. FERRY: The memorial of EK. C. 
Bogert, Mark Flanigan, and 100 others, from 
New York and Detroit cities, praying that 
Congress will exercise the greatest caution in 
the introduction of principles into maritime 
service which they apprehend may be fraught 
with danger to the public welfare. 

By Mr. FINKELNBURG: The petition of 
John Mooney, asking indemnity for losses sus 
tained during the war. 

By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: A memorial 
of the iron manufacturers of Youngstown, Ohio, 
remonstrating against any reduction of the 
tariff on iron. 

Also, petitions of citizens of lI‘armington, 
Trumbull county, Ohio, to abolish the frank- 
ing privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Chardon, 
Geauga county, Ohio, to abolish the franking 
privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Suffield, Port- 
age county, Ohio, to abolish the franking priv- 
ilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Spring Valley, 
Greene county, Ohio, to abolish the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. HALDEMAN: The petition of 
James Sharon, Granville Gladfelter, Frank 
Geise, and others, citizens of Hanover Junce- 
tion, York county, Pennsylvania, in favor of 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts: The 
petition of Hadley P. Burrill, postmaster of 
Chelsea, Massachusetts, and 198 others, citi 
zens of that city, for the abolition ofthe franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. INGERSOLL: The petition of I. 
N. Nichols and 33 others, citizens of Stark 
county, Illinois, asking the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of David Leonarker and 
17 others, citizens of Putnam county, Illinois, 
asking the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. JUDD: The petition of John L. 
Hancock and others, asking care and caution 
in interfering with the discipline of the Navy. 

Also, a memorial of the German Coloniza- 
tion Company of Colfax, county of Frémont, 
Territory of Colorado. 

Also, the petitions of T. Marsh and others, 
and of W. I. Wilder and others, a 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of C. R. 
Wells and others, of New Haven, Connecticut, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 


the 
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By Mr. LAFLIN: The petition of Mrs. 
Anna McCance, of Madoc, county of Hastings. 
Canada, for arrears of pension torteited by 
reason of failure toapply within five years 
the death of her son. 

Also, the petition of H. J. Cowles and 
citizens of Osceola, Lewis county, New Yo: 
in favor of the abolition of the franking priv 
ilege. 

By Mr. MAYHAM: The petition of James 
H. White and 150 others, citizens of Albany, 
New York, for the erection of a United States 
Government building in that city. 

Also, a petition from several citizens of 
Albany, New York, for the repeal of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. MERCUR: A petition of 270 citi 
zens of Troy, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, 
praying that the franking privilege be abol 
ished, 

Also, a petition of 40 citizens of Berwick, 
Columbia county, Pennsylvania, praying that 
the franking privilege be abolished. 

Also, the petition of Louisa P. Shellhart, 
praying that she may be granted a pension. 

By Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey: The peti 
tion of Captain John Price and 105 owners 
and masters of vessels of Somer’s point, New 
Jersey, praying a for light-ship on Winter Quar 
ter shoal, and fora light-house on Block Island 

Also, a petition from owners and masters of 
vessels of Absecom, New Jersey, for the same 
purpose. 

Also, a petition from the owners and ma 
ters of vessels of Bridgeton, New Jersey, for the 
same purpose. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Ohio: The petition of 
William Smith and 48 citizens of Meigs county, 
Ohio, praying for the abolition of the franking 

rivilege. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The memorial of Rich 
ard G. Pegram, of Petersburg, Virginia, pray 
ing for removal of political disabilities. 

Also, the petition of Peter G. Batte, of a 
similar import. 

Also, the petition of Hugh A. Sheffey, of a 
similar import. 

Also, a petition of 640 citizens of Coshocton 
county, Ohio, asking for an amendment of the 
Constitution so as to recognize Almighty God 
as the source of power. 

By Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania: A 
petition of 45 citizens of Mc Veytown, Pennsy!- 
vania, asking that the franking privilege be 
abolished. 

Also, the petition of Polly Finley, daughter 
of Captain Nehemiah Stokely, of the revolu 
tionary war, for relief. 

By Mr. MYERS: The petition of Barbara 
Shaney, widow of Michael Shaney, company I’, 
eleventh Pennsylvania volunteers, for a special 
act giving her a pension from April 9, 1864. 

Al petition of Mary Ann Litehfield, 
widow of Peter Litchfield, company I’, forty 
eighth Pennsylvania volunteers, for a pension 
from May 16, 1863. 

Also, the petition of Melissa Andrews, widow 
of Joseph Andrews, company B, seventh Penn 
sylvania cavalry. 

By Mr. McNEELY: The petition of Thomas 
H. McElroy and others, citizens of Fulton 
county, Illinois, asking the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of John C. Hesley and 
others, citizens of Pike county, Illinois, asking 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of An 
drew Reinfort, late of company B, fifty-eight 
regiment of Indiana volunteers, praying for 
pension. 

By Mr. ORTH: The petition of Elizabet! 
Brewer, mother of Henry Brewer, sixt: 
[ndiana battery, for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Peter I’. Haston, com 
pany I, third Indiana volunteers, for arrea: 
of pension. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth Parkhurst 
mother of Reese Parkhurst, first lowa battery, 
for arrears of pension. 
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Also, the petition of Josiah 8. 
indiana, for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Richard Bird, company 
Ii, forty-sixth Indiana volunteers, for arrears 
of pension. 

Also, the petition of William A. Taylor, 
company G, seventh regiment Indiana volun- 
teers. 

Also, the petition of Fielding Wheaton, com- 
pany I, seventy-ninth Indiana volunteers. 

Also, the petition of Asa Hart, company G, | 
seventh regiment Indiana volunteers. 

Also, the petition of Ilomer Craft, company 
A, fifty-seventh regiment Indiana volunteers. 

Also, the petition of Willis Floyd, company 
I’, tenth regiment Indiana volunteers. 

Also, the petition of Permeneas H. Ragsdale, 
company G, forty-second Indiana volunteers. 

aioe the petition of John Conwell, company 
J, fifth regiment Ilinois cavalry. 

By Mr. PACKARD: A petition of citizens 
of Ilobart, Indiana, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 48 surviving soldiers | 
and widows of deceased soldiers of the war 
of 1812 whose ages average seventy-five years, | 
the names having been obtained by Thomas 
Kellogg, aged eighty years, by traveling on foot 
over two thousand miles. | 


Clark, of 


| approved. 


the Senate providing for the appointment of 


| lating the Senate Chamber and the Hall of the 


By Mr. PAINE: A memorial of the Legis- || 


lature of Wisconsin, for reimbursement of 
moneys expended by the city of Milwaukee | 
on the harbor of Milwaukee. 

Also, a memorial of the Chamber of Com- | 
merce of Milwaukee, for reimbursement of | 
moneys expended on the harbor of Milwaukee. | 

Also, a memorial of the mayor and common | 
council of Milwaukee, for reimbursement for*| 
moneys advanced for the construction of the | 
straight eut at Milwaukee. 

By Mr. PETERS: The petition of William | 


|| the lighting, heating, and ventilating of these 


| 


| nite authority to contract any expense? 


| 


Buck, of Foxcroft, Maine, for compensation || 


for horse and other property lost or destroyed 
in the military service of the United States. 

Also, the petitions of Solomon Dunning and 
others, of Charleston, Maine ; of M.Currier and 
others, of Orrington, Maine; of Josiah Crosby 
and others, of Dexter, Maine; of E. Hopkins 
and others, of Hampden, Maine; of Aretas | 
Chapin and others, of Monson, Maine; of A. | 
Hl. Jenks and others, of Brownville, Maine, | 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. | 

By Mr. POLAND: The petition of Hon. | 
Julius Converse and 200 others, of Woodstock, | 
Vermont, for the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege. 

by Mr. REEVES: The petition of James 
C. Townsend, M. D., Ellwood Valentine, It. 
M. Bowne, and 32 others, citizens of Glen 
Cove, in Queens county, New York, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of C. B. Moore, Buel G. | 
Davis, George W. Young, 26 masters of ves- 
sels, and 21 others, citizens of Greenport, Suf- | 
folk county, New York, for an appropriation 
to build a breakwater on the bar off the harbor | 
of Port Jefferson, Long Island. 

By Mr. RICE: A petition of citizens of 
Lawrence county, Kentucky, for the establish- 
ment of a post route from Louisa, Kentucky, 
to Louisville, Kentucky. 

By Mr. SPINK: The petition of M. N. 
Hfoyt, and 110 others, citizens of Yankton, 
Dakota Territory, praying for the establishment 
of a mail route from Columbus, in the State 
of Nebraska, to Yankton, in the Territory of 
Dakota, 

By Mr. STARKWEATHER: The petition 
of M. C. Hill and others, of Mystic Bridge, 
Connecticut, asking for the repeal of the tax 
on ship-building interests. 

By Mr. STRONG: A petition of citizens of 
Manchester, Connecticut, for the abolition of | 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. TANNER: Two petitions for the | 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WINANS: A petition numerously | 
signed by citizens of South Charleston, Ohio, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 








| 





pointed ? 


| objection it will be so ordered. 


| part of the Senate. 
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By Mr. WILLIAMS: A petition of 40 citi- 
zens of Wolcottville, Indiana, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WILLARD: The petition of Delia 
Como, of Bristol, Addison county, Vermont, 
for & pension. 

IN SENATE. | 
Tuurspay, January 20, 1870. 





Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Newman, || 


D.. 2; | 
The Journal of yesterday was read and | 


COMMITTEE ON VENTILATION, 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate the amendment of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to the concurrent resolution of 


a joint select committee of the two Houses 
on the subject of lighting, heating, and venti- 


House. 

The amendment of the House of Representa- 
tives was to add to the resolution the words 
‘‘and shall report also upon the probable cost 
thereof.’’ 

Mr. NYE. I move that the Senate concur 
in the amendment of the House. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Laskthe honorable Sen- 
ator to state the result of it. 

Mr. NYE. Itisa proposition for the ap- 
pointment of a joint committee to inquire into 


rooms. ‘The amendment is simply that they 
shall report the probable cost to the two Houses 
before anything is done. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It does not contain defi- 


Mr. NYK. No authority except to report. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
is for the appointment of a joint select commit- 
tee, and the House of Representatives amends 
it by proposing that the committee shall report 
the probable cost of any changes that may be 
recommended. ‘The question is on concurring 
in that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. How shall the 


committee on the part of the Senate be ap- 


Several SENATORS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no | 
The Chair 
will state that three members of the Senate 
committee of five on Ventilation, appointed 
inthe Thirty- Ninth Congress, still remain mem- 
bers of this body ; and the Chair appoints those 
Senators as members of the committee on the 
They are the Senator 
from Nevada, [Mr. Nyer,] the Senator from 
Rhode Island, [Mr. Anrnony,] and the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey, [Mr. Srockron. ] 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented two 
petitions of citizens of Illinois, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege ; which were 
referred to the Commitiee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. CARPENTER presented a memorial 
of the city authorities of Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin, asking an appropriation to reimburse that 
city for money expended in the construction 
of Milwaukee harbor; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. CAMERON presented four petitions of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for the abo- 
lition of the franking privilege; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

He also presented a petition of letter-carriers 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying for an 
increase of compensation ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. FENTON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Albany, New York, praying an appro- 





By the Chair. \| 
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priation for the erection of a building int 
city for the accommodation of the post of ny 
United States courts, &c.; which was Braet 
to the Committee on Appropriations. fe 

Mr. SCOTT presented a petition of citir.. 
of Pennsylvania, praying the abolition of. 
franking privilege; which was referred +, «|, 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads 

Mr. RICE presented the petition of Jose.) 
Holman, of Arkansas, praying the removal ,; 
his political disabilities ; which was referred ,, 
| the select Committee on the Removal of Pp 
ical Disabilities. 

Mr. DRAKE. I present the memoria} ,» 
W. F. M. Arny, of New Mexico, asking (o.. 
gress to provide to make immediately ayaila},) 
means for the establishment of schools iy Ny. 
Mexico equal to the provisions made for ti, 
other States and Territories ; and also aski),. 
the passage of a law granting to the sever) 
Legislative Assemblies of the Territories of t}, 
United States power to pass general acts 
incorporation permitting persons to associai, 
themselves as bodies-corporate for the Purpose 
of establishing and conducting universities. 
| colleges, schools, and other institutions of gy 
educational character. I move its reference ty 
the Committee on Territories. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CONKLING presented the proceeding: 
of the board of trustees of the Seamen’s Fyn 
_ and Retreat, asking the erection of a marine 
| hospital in the city of New York; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
| He also presented a petition of citizens of 
| Albany, New York, for the erection of a pub 


| lic building for the accommodation of the post 


Oll 


|| office, United States courts, &e., in that city; 


| which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
| priations. 

| Mr. CONKLING. [also present the peti 
| tion of a large number of citizens of the county 
| of Scoharie, in the State of New York, asking 
| that an end be put to a practice known by 
| some as the franking privilege; and I ask that 
| this petition be referred to the Committee on 


| Post Offices and Post Roads. 


It was so referred. 


| Mr. CORBETT. I am requested to present 
the memorial of certain physicians in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, asking for the grant ofa 
charter to a new medical society in the District, 
which will give all rights, privileges, and im- 
munities to all physicians irrespective of color. 
I move its reference to the Committee on the 

| District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORTON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Columbus, Bartholomew county, Indi- 
ana, praying the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. WILLEY presented the petition of J. 
H. Merrill, of Washington, District of Colum- 
bia, praying that the sum of thirty dollars be 
refunded to him, which he claims was illegally 
demanded from him in April, 1856, by the 
examiner of patents, after his patent had 
been rejected the second time, and which he 
states was rejected on account of prejudice: 
which was referred to the Committee on Pat 
ents. 

Mr. SCHURZ presented the petition of Mrs. 
Sophie Schultz, of Louisville, Kentucky, pray: 
ing to be allowed a pension ; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, presented a pet 
tion of citizens of Maine, praying the abolition 
of the franking privilege; which was referre¢ 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. . 

Mr. BOREMAN presented a petition ©! 
citizens of West Virginia, praying the abolition 
of the franking privilege; which was referre¢ 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. ae 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of ¢! 





zens of Georgetown, District of Columbia. 





iy atl 
lout im 
he firs 


recog 
crety, 
WO pre 
State. 
found 
assen 
meme 
scant 
She ¢ 
shoul 

in| 
fortu 
nesse 
lived, 
hood, 
cuted 
alrea 
honor 








tHE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE Qe 








p 230) } i 
ail 
} mendment of the el \} ra } } a , 
P »y allow the quah ied I t} ifm ! pat uy it 
their annual tion te Hay i rrom uu Wi new and loved 
\ y tdi » ft +} ' } i } : rn the iputationol flattery. rth 1 
5 ; ilge an expectation that t! ! 
ed re Coll ) na try : ) ‘ } ti bi ' : t ‘ ‘ in your mi iv 
i ft \ he meor i im lO i ever isi i ma tmable in hu t i i 
thie nd ‘ thy off ) proved 1} ! , \ } hidelit i the portrait | sha iraw wi ‘ 
} } ‘ 
, } have hing t pprehend trom y ( 
woration on th rst iy rmaAaAy } capvinel i ‘ { i } , -_ ' ; . : . ' 
ad . ; ; I iil I th tf Will mee ‘ 1 eu 
j \! t ww ea h \ il N } \ ner here i j rom | I that 1 vill entiy ‘ _ 
} ( ! itfee ¢« t} 1) ? | hey rvil rar nel th i i i 
Val . t n st lin the est h 
) I Sena I ! 
ed i \ } le extent of his worth little know 
fp he nation, | 1 prot t » 1 ‘ in Which he wt appeared, thou 
this Chamber, our ntributi tot ‘ ired aner extia 
‘ i , il y i t ' 
: \ PprON) i lent | stitude Andi ” ¥ ' I t iv tivetl 
Lial j j | { re et i i 
{ i ily Oil i i j | 
( : hit i i ( , Tal it sited i 
5 { « im | } : . . ‘ 
‘ ; tou I orl i fel ' i prese re onl i 
aul i ti i y} i ‘ re ‘ } if with inter istonl 
‘ ae ras t l i ! ri j } 
in | | ‘ i 

hon bbl dut ! ntin : 7 

ior + ' wal I irtue ereen I matt ‘ 

: ( j nam | itt i I in | ] j rll du | ! piace ne ren t n 

_ i A ibly and tl pt { hes fi i . wn pra i ’ lier, | Imi 

SE Ve | } j } | P v i : ‘ < iar ter ert it n th 
, - . . i bil { nigh names that but tation tails far t whisd i ! 

rm t nan | r recen nal i | . be juired i ri na illereat 'u rtuni 

‘ ‘ | nu i i pit tu my y 

, G1 \ i iam ia { i alin L. the ' p rs of his i 

has | 1 placed in th 1 iia | had j kk \\ we ( i minath of the An im wa 
j tat j 
ii j oil resen ‘ im pu ne thy pi of th » who ha | ; r) il ish r for the wellare ft | i 
{ Cong by whieh t peanutitul +] r his el put i 
of ! : ‘ Uae . y | hien i t ‘ I 
a rich } ‘ ) } ] ‘ } 
ence t oe ae : memor ; ould not | had ( l ) ) i i n tl : ies whieh the pr 
: to ht Boy a i isn i t} ho. ia ie | min { ' ibe incl uit bel pire td i 
rT ‘ 
to eveee . ome feel nh ye i unt ott yurees, t i 
| i hi i 
| t 1 ] ‘ ‘ 
a bn n the princip! hich they had inherited r tine e than for the field 
ray ; ’ ‘ 
Peau their oppressor rmed with t ' m 
. wat oo ? ! tt { I ! rn ot aii ity nad | j it I { in i 
] : 
mdthe bistoria ti il if i Lol ’ ly j ‘ ) } if lef ‘ ' { ] | irtiatity 1 ' 
7 to mar el ad port { add t } . 4 i HAVO wsuers 
( Tit ‘ } ; 4 na who ul L t path { 5 | 
‘a . } } 7 { j if 
. I Oi il ri i, tor he resort t bh li fe ind to1 ad ti } i Reka an al : e | 
ens i | nas fo mecrease the interest of h vest th hands that zt se 
‘ ' | La ' ‘ ' ¥ i i 
g y ‘ . . ry 1 , st 4 
4 pu hh ihe stalwart men who planted this Wiilethe nam  \ — j 1) ik \ I i til pebore ti i i 
ne | ; Irom which these States arose ha and R nol [al | Sant} \i : 
it « ‘ 1 ; ] ; i Ae ' y 
2 J the aulbentic memorials Ot their principle A nti , i ¢ f bhure , A ) | abihit enti hiima ft i i 
Appr { ir actions, their trial and their tri honld } | t frach » + m l i ij j Li iat 
And the men whose valor achieved || , fe not t] Viste sella by 
C pet lecpendenee of the country, and whost ton. and Bunker Hill. and Pring i il 
Count) mdged the institution i the (reat i'renton i Stony Point. of Cow) | ' 
asx 4 poet ite {1 mu t ) te | ; eo Qe j ‘ } | oo 
WI | ] | 
ve i ou ol nb acklive } or in ( ) 1 } nd Prin 
Sk t! r live nd char rsstand } , 
i til ive I naras tane | i | J Cr] Li 
{ ’ ] } : ! i 
is il they had lived in ! Lil Amone t hointhe1 : ] , ; + part ; ‘st 
tit! to ft tional ifude rd } pb! vil 1 i eu i re 
>. 9] tf Conorace forpaod ¢ [e} tet ; 1 a? > + Ba inn orcs ] } ‘ i than by the extraordin i 
thea i one? referredto, ¢ nh i vowed, h D : tu e have iced ; : : — ; ; . 
: ‘ l I l . Ae yerit nity Cnet Victiil t i 
re he Union is invited to place in the old Hall |) the Capitol stands, in the judgement of his « 7 mil fo) ' 
le D) he House of Representatives the statue 1 temporar nd by the a nt of hist to trar th Limait cith impur in Wh 
ie i j : : 1 ; 
it of a of her illustrious citizens, already conse ond only to the man who to t t ; $ MCU # O15) 
ist t i 1 1 A ' t if I noart i | l 
istri ed by death. who flourished in any period i inal ne! i i I h ‘ p \ 
nd in I tistory Rhode i land which ha atter tan naly { hi characte1 ] tu bak WonuU ; i i ! I I 
T color. hit tresponded to th vitation, ha ected nun tion of tt it « ! Ino! } hh : . . : ALELIDE 6 unt 
on t this honor two of ker early heroes, one from his fame curel { 10 hall i d ; : li to the format { ‘ i 
ves } { . ' ' 
olomal and one from the 1 Mntionart that fertilitv of resour by which h pT i nt th i Lal « itl tend ‘ 
' ; Th i i i 
! 1army from 1 ith} I i i ¢ intr’ it} | | } i owt y 
. ‘ , 4 ‘ . . ! 
Of eit the firstis hoger Willian he greut tound out dtisafiecting the poy lation, that marv wortl i be pursued 
> Ty ie State, who first declared and maintained on kill and conduct, by which | wrul \ luurel biew iT r tarniehed 
ig priv ne Ipie al the foundation of i true eivil the I ult ot % te tI 1 the 1 y 4a | , : 
imitte ion, SOUL LIBERTY. the mghtoat ery ito deleat. ; | ith 4 tore {y { 
up God according to lis own cor ee eattered bef him | it . A SEM : 
1 of d. Y) sible to no human la . restrained ft C ha | enemy, fi he 7 it! hy ley 0 ’ Ba’ 7 ’ | , r See’ pULLeTT ¢ ! 
: > ' } ' j ( ‘ } é tio 
Colum iterposition of Church or Stat Of Rower |! conquest: that self-reliar and 1 tence | } My Wi ri » DS ! beck 
4 { : 1 
lars be ’ Hie tnere eXists uo portra ure rif ') wi ih hy t tt i 1 | ¥ as A ’ i Ace . vital 
‘legally tea lam aware, any relinble degeription of the uthern eamnpatcr if f 1 hiens rihwe are lovieWhimon a moreexalt 
o . 7 , F ' ‘ 
: yey or hie & +» a liva ; } ‘ 1. Sie8s ' iF ue lon rto eure } numb 
by th I fo! nl a LLUTeRS, LHe live wmlin th a i y declared i it] (/aro : dined aired udery Vieht< he is % ¥ forth th urt 
7 ’ . ' . . wig . T , irk. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ji . i 
nt had i hh ne ¢ pon the Piowil Canvas, peri hy 1 th { mi] it ! ta rot his own elor the leader ot arm incl del 
‘ich | buLimimortal, inthe everla ting prineipl which proved these words no idle 1 hor 1 | erer ol States! 

; 7 | 7 } tf thy, ! ‘ ré ' niha 
ade oo irstasserted and vindicated id which. nov ; doc ott oO f A : e. thot lurthers . val 
udice i é epee d, and which, now kept his ple j Idono pro} eto repea All busy, eomplieated, and extraordinary scene whic! 

. i ne « re - ‘ — ‘ ' i] ] 
nu Pat me HiZead as an ¢ PHULIAI part ol human o this ha been recently don wy All Die nand wi truly b sid to torm i phenome non in war 
ciety, was then regarded as nothing better than \ literary monument, more durable than mat “De WHICh Aalinosl ColUnUaAly Pre Oss Us, OD th 
. ' , } } . } ' , ! } | it! torre ruinous te the Vict : 
fF Mipce Mpracts«€ ible ane ‘ Chievo anati ni o hla 1 vet “1 to ermanent miar vn th litara , . ° ’ 
yf Mr a ; and mi b oustana ism th bie, destined to a per in ni in the ist 1 ‘th retreats bene al to the vanquished 
l, pray _ 7 unwilling that the great name of fe tureol the language, ha just been completed to which exhibu to our admiration @ command: 
was re loundershould be unre} resented in this solemn his memory. by one who inherits his blood and ilmost constantly obliged to relinguieh the field t 
; . es . ! yet as constantly making acquisition: 
issembDlage _ ‘ . ac "DE t . ‘ _ #4 ehoce pet worth ‘ ; : 7 7 
i I fame , has decrer dim its com his name, and who pen is wo y hh beaten to-day: to-morrow, withoutablor 
‘ ’ ) ”“ . . : ty + ? . y 
a pi memoration an ideal statue, made from such rrandfather’s sword. mpelling the conqueror to remove the very obj: 
yolitior uty materials as tradition has supplied. But | cannot refrain from bringing to tl shall be hae hey bo had s Lda od.” ” 
. Sha a le : ~ . : { he very foe which he har ulb«ue 
eferred She could do no more, and she felt that eh attention of the Senate some passages from th 


d Post hould do no less. . eulogium pronounced upon General Greene, speaking of the bold determination of G: 
in this respect the memory « { Greene is mor hy Alexander Hiami|te n. bef re the Society of atter the battle of Guilford Court House, to 
ion o! fortunate. His statue is from authentie lilk the Cincinnati. It was exnected that Wash turn to Sonth Carolina, instead of going to ti 
politior nesses, and represents him ‘‘in his habit as he |, ington would be present, but kept him | rescue of Virginia, threatened by a junction 
eferred lived,’’ in the full prime and vigor of bis man away: } there were many there who had | of Cornwallis and Arnold, Hamilton say 
d Post hood, and in the height of his fame. It wasexe served with the orator and with the departed “This was one of those strokes that denote superi 
cuted by Henry Kirke Browne, whose name, | chief. No man was better fitted than Hamil genius and constitute the sublime of war, tt wa 
of cit already of high reputation, will receive fresh |! ton to discuss the character and services of Poipio leaving eeeaibe! tn Lisly to ovenseme hems 
y Carthage! tes 
umbia. honors from his latest work. As aprodact of || Greene. No audience was better fitted to “Pho success was answerable to the judicious bold 


4lst Cone. 2p Sess. —No. 338. 








B 
it 


594 


nese ol the design. The enemy were divested of their 
juisitions in South Carolina and Georgia with a 
rapidity which, if not ascertained, would be searcely 
eredible. In the short space of two months all their 
posts in the interior of the country were reduced 
the perseverance, courage, enterprise, und resource 
displayed by the American General in the course ot 
ihese events commanded the admiration even of hi 
nemies. In vain was he defeated in one mode ot 
btaining his object; another was instantly substi 
uted that answered the end. In vain was he re 
pulsed trom before a besieged fortress: he immedi 
itely found other means of compelling its defenders 
io relinquish their stronghold. Where f vee I riled 
idrees and stratagem still won the prize 


Washington measured his word 
and was chary of praise. Inaletter to Greene, 
upon his retirement from the ofce of Quarter 
master General, he wrote 


with care 


You have conducte I the various duties of it with 
capacity and diligence, entirely to my satistaction, 
and as far ne I have had an opportunity of knowin 
with the strictest integrity. When you were pre 
vailed on to undertake the office in March, 177, it 
was in great disorder and confusion, and by extrac 
dinary exertions you so arranged it as to enable the 
Army to take the field the moment ii was necessary, 
ind te move with rapidity atter the enemy when 
they left Philadelphia. From that period to the 
present time your exertions have been equally great 
‘They have appeared to me to be the result of system, 
nd to have been well caleulated to promote the in 
terests and honor of your country. In fine, | eannot 
but add that the States have had inyou, in tay opin 
ion, an able, upright, and diligent servant 

General Greene died at the age of forty-four. 
What might the country have reasonably ex 
pected from the full life of the man who at so 
early an age kad accomplished so much? The 
administrative qualities that he manifested, 
throughout his whole military service, desig 
nated him fora great civil career which, proba 
bly, would not have stopped short of the highest 
honors of the Republic. Buta true life is mens 
ured by what it accomplishes, not by the time 
that it lingers. He lived long enough to secure 
for his name a place high on the enduring 
records of his country, forever in the affeetions 
ol the American people. 

On the &th of August, 1786, Congress, on a 
report of a committee consisting of Mr. Lee, 
we. Pettit, and Mr. Carrington 

“Hesolved, That a monument be erected to the 
memory of Nathanael Greene, esy., at the seat of the 
Vederal Government with the following inscription : 
“sacred to the memory ot Nathanael Greene, esq., 

native of the State of Rhode Island, who died on 
the th of Jane, 1786, late major general in the 
ervice of the United States, and commander of thei 
Army in the southern department.” 

The United States in Congress assembled, in honor 
of his patriotism,valor, and ability, have erected this 
monument, 

* Resolved, That the Board of Treasury take order 
for the execution of the following resolution.” 

This measure of national gratitude was not 
carried out. 

Mr. President, we think that we shall not be 
charged with undue State pride if we submit 
that the marble which we now present to you 
is a worthy commencement of the collection 
which it inaugurates, and which is to hand 
down to the future the glories of the past, the 
Valhalla of America. Others will be placed 
by its side, worthy of the august companion- 
ship. The future citizen will walk with patri- 
otic awe among the efligies of his country’s 
srandeur, and gather inspiration, as he surveys 
their venerated forms, States yet to be admitted 
into the Union will crowd yonder Hall with the 
statues of their founders, defenders, and bene- 
iactors, till the great Dome of the Capitol shail 
be too small to cover the silent assembly of our 
immortal dead, 

1 send to the Chair a letter from the Gov- 
ernor of Rhode Island, which I ask to have 
read. 

rhe Secretary read as follows: 

State or Ruoper Isvanp, 
Executive DEPARTMENT, 
PRovIDENCE, January 3, 1870. 


Sin: Ly accordance with a resolution of Congress, 
passed July 2, 1864,inviting each State to furnish for 
the Hall of the old House of Representatives “two 
full-length marble statues of deceased persons who 
have been citizens thereof, and illustrious for their 
renown, or from civic or military services, such as 
each State shall determine to be worthy of national 
commemoration,” the State of Rhode Island, by a 
vote of its General Assembly, has caused to be made 
two marble statues, one of Roger Williams, the 
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founder « he State, the other of Major General Na 
thannac | (ivreene, a listinguishe d officer of the Army 
of the Revolution, 

| have now the honor to inform you that the statue 
of Major General Nathanael Greene, by Mr. H. k. 
Crowne, an American artist, is finished, and has been 
torwarded to Washington and delivered to thearchi 
teet of the Capitol. 

With bigh respect, | have the honor to remain 
st ohedient s« rvant, 
SETH PADELFORD. 
lo the PrestpeENT of the Senate of the United States 

Washington, DL, C. 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, in moving 
the acceptance of the statue of Major General 


uri 


Greene, I send to the Chair a joint resolution | 


the consideration of which I ask now without 
any previous notice; and in moving it I will 
add that I have followed the precedents in such 
cases, especially the joint resolution moved by 
Jobu Quincey Adams in the House of Repre- 
entatives, which I now have before me. 
fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Massachusetts asks unanimous consent to 
introduce for present consideration a joint reso 
lution, which will be read. 
ihe Secretary read as follows: 
A resolution accepting the statue of Major General 
Greene. ; 

I? , ‘That the thanks of this Congress be pri 
ented to ihe Governor, and through him to the 
people of the State of Khode [sland and Providence 
lantations, lor the statue of Major General Greene, 
whose name is so honorably identified with our rey 
olutionary history; that this work of artis accepted 
in the name ol the nation and assigned a place inthe 
old Hatlot the tiouse of Kepresentatives, ilready set 
aside by act of Congress for the statues of eminent 
citizens: and thet a copy of this resolution, signed by 
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
liouseof Representative , betransmitted to the tiov- 
ernor of the State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations. 


| he VICE PRESIDEN Uial 55S objec le d 
to the joint resolution will be considered as 
read the first and second time, and is before the 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
is art! Nathanael Greene died at the age of 
forty-four, and now Congress receives his mar 
ble statue, destined to endure until this Cap- 
itol ertmbles to dust. But art lends its lon 
gevity only to those whose lives are extended 
by dk ed 3 ‘Therefore is the present occasion 
an attestation of the fame that has been won. 

Beyond his own deserts, Greene was for- 
tunate during life in the praise of Washington, 
who wrote of *‘ the singular abilities which that 
officer possesses,’ and then again fortunate 
after death in the praise of Hamilton, whose 
remarkable tribute is no ordinary record. He 
has been fortunate since in his biographer, 
whose work promises to be classical in our 
literature. And now he is fortunate again in 
a statue, which, while taking an honorable 
place in American art, is the first to be re- 
ceived in our Pantheon. Such are the honors 


| of patriot service. 


| commander of armies. 


Among the generals of the Revolution Greene 
was next after Washington. His campaign at 
the South showed military genius of no com- 
mon order. He saved the South. Had he 
lived to take part in the national Government 
his character and judgment must have secured 
for him an eminent post of service. Unlike 
his two great associates, Washington and Ham- 
ilton, his life was confined to war, but the capa- 
cities which he manifested while in command 
gave assurance that he would have excelled in 
civil life. 
been the same in the council chamber. 

Of Quaker extraction Greene was originally 
a Quaker. The Quaker became a soldier and 
Such was the require- 


ment of the epoch. Should a soldier and 


_commander of armies in our day accept these 


ideas which enter into the life of the Quaker 
the change would only be in harmony with 


those principles which must soon prevail, or- | 


daining peace and good will among men. 


Looking at his statue, with military coat and | 
with sword in hand, I seem to see his early 


arb beneath. The Quaker general could never 
ave been other than the friend of peace. 
Standing always in that beautiful Hall, the 


How brief is life; how long | 


His resources in the field would have || 
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statue will be a perpetual though silent Orato) 
he marble will speak ; nor is it difficul: + 
divine the lesson it must teach. He lived f, 
his country and his whole country ; nothing je. 
Born in the North, he died in the South. whi \, 
he had made his home. The grateful go...) 
honored him as the North had already 1 ag 
His life exhibits the beauty and the reward ; 
patriotism. How can his marble speak exo. 
for country in all its parts, at all points of 4! 
compass? It was for the whole country 4) 
he drew his sword of ‘ ice-brook ten 

So also for the whole country was the gy 
drawn in these latter days. And yet ther, 
was a difference between the two occasin, 
easy to state. 

Our country’s cause for which Greene ¢, 
tended was National Independence. Our ey), 
try’s cause, which has recently prevaile; 
bloodiest war, was Liberty and Kquality, 4), 
declared heritage of all mankind. — The ¢ 
war was for separation from the mother o 
try, or, according to the terms of the Doeels 
ation, ‘* That these United Colonies are and, 
right ought to be ’ree and Independent State 
the object being elevated by the great princip|; 
announced. The second war was for the esty),. 
lishment of these great principles, with, 
which republican government is a name ay 
nothing more. But both were for coun: 
Perhaps the larger masses, with the larger seq): 
of military operations, in the latter may eclips 
the earlier, and it is impossible not to see thy 
a war for Liberty and Equality, making t), 
promises of the Declaration a reality and giv) 
to mankind an irresistible example, is loft 
in character than a war for separation. 
hereafter Greene finds rivals near his staty, 
they will be those who represented our coy 
try’s cause in its later peril and its large: 
umphs. Justin proportion asideas are inyoly 
is contlict elevated, especially if those id 
concern the KMqual Rights of all. 

Greene died at the Sonth, and nobody ky 
the place of his burial. He lies without 
taph or tombstone. ‘To-day a grateful coun 
writes his epitaph and gives him a monu 
in the Capitol. 

Mr. SAWYER. Me. President, it is far {i 
my hope that | shall add to what has been 
ably saul by the honorable Senators from lik: 
Island and Massachusetts anything worthy | 
comparison with their eloquent words or of ili 
fame of the illustrious man whose statue | 
been placed in the Capitol of the nation wl 
independence he contributed so largely t 
establish. but it would not be fitting that tl 
occasion should pass without some tribute 
General Greene’s eminent character and ser 
vices from one who, however humbly, repr 
sents in part on this floor a State from who: 
soil in our revolutionary struggle the taint o! 
the enemy’s tread was removed under his mas- 
terly leadership. ‘That the voice of that Stai 
may not be unheard in the hour when we sr 
‘alling to mind the obligations we owe to ou 
of the greatest and purest characters in 0\ 
early history is my apology for occupying the 
attention of the Senate. 

The honorable Senator from Rhode Islan: 
has well said ‘‘ the heroic age of our count: 
is enveloped in no fable.’’ Nations of a 
| tiquity loved to trace the beginnings of the! 
history to gods and goddesses, or to heroe 
whose divine birth or patronage gave thet 
superhuman powers. The mists of myth an‘ 
fable shut out from their view the current 0: 
real events which in their progress develope: 
institutions and governments. ‘T'o no suc! 
mythical or fabulous personages do we see: 
to trace our national origin. The clear !ig! 
of authentic history shines over every stage © 
our national development, and we see throug’ 


Y that 
per, 


AS10; 


media which neither exaggerate nor distor’ 
those grand and heroic characters who |a’ 


the foundations of this now imposing fabric «' 
free government. We see them through tri 


| and suffering and self-sacrifice, through disaste! 
i| and defeat, through long years of poverty, Pt 
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wy. and devotion waging unequal war with 
shty nation, and finally, under the provi 
¢ of God, achieving national ind« pendent 
see every ste p they take to sex ure upon safe 
dations ‘the structure the y build. We see 
m bind it together and hedge it about by 
strong bands and solid bulwarks of liberty, 
lity, and justice. And we point with | 
le to the results of their toils, their wisdom, 
their p atriotism. As the grows 
iter, as the plans and purposes of its fathers 
more ¢ omplet ely deve lope d by the ag gency 
titutions they planted ; as the exceptions 
tothe law of equality, liberty, and justice which 
found it ampossible to avoid, one by 
yppear under the application of the princi 
sthev e nu nciated, their s 
and their foresight 
and the heart of the 
neerer homage 
‘here is No tribute to their memories so 
rable and so fitting as the practice of the 
sthey tat ught and exe mpli fied. 

‘their principles ; the imitation of their 
.mples, so far as they are 
.and cireumstances in which we live 
liment in the nat ional character of the 
and noble traits which di ished their 


ILY 


nation 1 





one 


, their vir- 
shine with a p 


Republic pay them 


acrifices 


he adop 


] 
adapted to the 


mpies 


the 
] 


stingul 


racters, would | 0 the highe he ma 
d nay to their memories. 
But signs and tokens, figures and im 


ften useful in calling to mind ideas which 
t such memorials would too often ¢ 
und fade away. ‘Thus we 
illustrious dead. We han pu 
portraits of those who hav dand 
| the nation, and whom the nation honor 
the equent sig rht of and fe: 
om impress anew each day on our mind 
theirlives. Thus would weremind 
y throng who crowd these aus. id cor 
of the heroie past, and enco » th 
tate the characters Oo made 
(he marble from which the cunning 
id of the sculptor ane chiseled, and the can 
n which the painter has limned, the f 
sof the patriot ar st 


ite, but speak with 


erect statue 


in our publie 


r 


} , y 
e nonore 


their forms 


} 


onof 


ur 
: 
of those wh 


tatesman are no longer 


beneficent 


power to 
I 


id f those whose eyes never saw and 
rcan see their mortal forms. ‘lo few ¢ 

whi names are on the roll of revo 
ry fame is it more becoming that the hon- 

an end ring monument should be paid 


’ 
} 


to Nat haniel Greene. 


rtured under the in flue nees ora who 
1 upon all. war as sinful, he could n 

ve that the claims of his country were in 
stent with his dutyto his God. His ardent 


broke the shackles whiel 
Cs > f } » 44 } 
vious faith of his fathers had 
his young mind, and his e¢ 
allt to her defe 
7 

crity and zeal. 
ly placed in an important position in the 
nental armies, he gave his whole mand 

| heart to his aa and only laid off 

ness when the good fight had been won. 
retreat through New Jersey, the battles 
renton, Princeton, Brandywine, German- 
wn, and Monmouth, all bore witness to his 
. 


Olness, | 


sought to impose 
yuntry’s need was 
a en, 

nse which he obeved with 





bravery, his fidelity, and ; 
dn the responsible and ard ious du 
termaster general his method, his 
energy, his foresight, and his integrity made 

mselves felt through the whole service. 
cring u ipon those dut ies when hawat branch 


4) 
} 


ne service was ina state of disorganization 


his loyal enthusiasm and his 
{-denying patriotisin overcame all obstacles, 
m ade order and system succeed disorder and 
efficiency, and added largely to the effective 
power of the Army. And when influenced by 
the calumny of his enemies the Continental Con- 
gress ordered an i investigation into his adminis 
rai on, the committee who made it were com 

‘ toreport that ithad giv enthem ‘'aunani 
mousconviction ofhisability, fidelity,and zeal.”’ 


racily. 


of quar 
i 


nd confusion, 


but if is no disparageme nt to his great s services 
 sewhere to say that the theater of his greatest 
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SIONAL 


triumphs was on the il of the Cz ina 
lered to the command of the sout e rn army 
when, as he says, ‘it was rathe r a shadow 
] n imaginary ex- 
stinodl exclusively in 
troops; his own men 


; defeats, ill-fed, ill- 


tance, havi ing only 


at all, ireque ntly 
which furnished them 
rvice all those evils 


uits 

] } ‘ ley 

i alimo constantly 
umbers, organization, 





7 
victor and though 
Tm ; ; 
deteat the fruits of 
ping up the moral 
. 7 
ih Was, \ nde bil the 
y hy t | 
were subj can only 
Intuent upon office I 
t 
y . 
l re ts admira 


re the enemy 


th ina : South Cx oli 


I na and 
ended the wat intho coloni Pt itaw Springs, 
Hobkirk’s Hill, Guilford Court-House, Cam- 
den, Ninety-six, are househ¢ Id words in the 
Carolinas, always suggestine the heroic sacri- 
{ of Greene and his lieutenants. The story 
of | advance and his retreats, his victori 
and his dé 3, his long-continued and patient- 


d of his final and com 


ly-borne sufferings, a1 


plete triumph, are written on the hearts of all 
true Carolinians and all trne American His 
fame is « of the nation’s rich treasures: his 
Life nd rvices are a part of the nation’ 

oe iaceaientil it ar 
y his memory is cherished in the nation 


ld is fitly 
he erection of a statue here in 
The States of North and South 


nd Georgia 


heart ; and the honor in which it is he 
symbolized by t 
the Capitol. 

( roinad 


honored themselve DY 


bestowing upon him large gifts in his life 
Lime, fortunate was it that Rhode Island had 

ch a son to contribute to the band of our 
national benefactors that she was able to add 
a ir of such magnitude to that galaxy of 





r i nor to ne 
P 1 
FOOL ULit 12 
( bpeionged i 
t} | time hel ng 
l 1 ai g 
ti Dil 
‘ xt PDT 0 Od \T QD 
il MORRILL, of Vermont. war. £res 
} | : wit? » rpalnotar Y ] wat ' 
1g irise Wiibh SOme reluciance, ant yeu li 
+ | Tat: i’ + + _ . + 
may not 0€a vloiation Of rood taste 1Or me to 


add a few words to the very appropriate and 
the Senator from Rhode 
3who followed, as I may 


eioquent ren harks of 
Island and ee Senato! 


be held somewhat _ ynsible for originating 
the idea that the grand old Hall of the House 
of Re presentatives, ee finest Hall certa nly 
in our whole country or perhaps in any other, 
hould be set a ee and de dicated tot 1@ sacre | 


"po holding forever the forms of the 
) 


} 1°] } } ' 4 24 ] 
wb while living most targety distinguished 
themse!*es in the history of our country and 
1 4 ’ . ! I , 
of their respective State The Hall, tl a 
: : 
hemmed in between the two new Ha of 
‘ ‘ , . ‘ 7 . 
Congress so as to make it impracticable to 


devote it to any u 


seful object except asamere 
place for documentary lumber, it w 
} 4] e to 


rescue from such ¢ 








srve its admirable and artistic 
r higher and nobler objects. It 
ige of having been the plac » wher 
» of the most remarkable debates 

in our history, and where many of the state 
t 1 of young America first exhibited their 
powe nd eloquence. it is appropriate to the 
ybiect to wl ich it has been consecrated and to 
which the State of Rhode Isl nd s oO auspiciously 
makes its contribution. Chis the first offer- 


tirely worthy of the 
from which 
oper selectio n of an 
to be commemorated, and, 


patriotic and 
it comes, both as 
eminent name 
so far as I am able 





GLOBE. OYS 


to judge, as a most credit 
such as the 


ible work of art 
American people may look uy 


with a large measure of satisfaction and « 
light, and without that fear and trembling which 
some specimens aboutus are apt toexcite. At 


leneth we have at least one 
including Stone’s Hamilton, two—besidk 
marvelously beautiful cone eption of the » fi ru 
of Time in the old Hall, which does not deset 
to be driven out by a scourge of es cor 
In the Old World their public edifices aré 
“ee l with paintings and statuary, rep 
senting incidents and persons prominent in th 
hi istory of each nation, the facts being ma di 


more Work 


to glitter with every embellishment of geniu 
“d 

and it cannot be doubted that the pride of the 

peopl thus powerfully invoked to perpetu 

ate the solidity of their Governments, though 

founded, as we believe, on principles entirely 


and fundamen u ully bahia But may we not 
legitimately in voke the p ride of our people in 
ral « apits il of a Government 
; entirely right? It can 

not be questioned that the carrying out of the 
design embodied in the statutes, adopted as it 
was by so —— a concurrence of the mem 

bers of 1 House of Congress, will tend to 
cement toge nthe r the great sisterhood of States. 
No partisan feeling can mar or mutilate 
the purpose thi it each State will have upper 
most, which must 


bel ng - of the nati 
cd on inelal 


{ 1“ 


‘ ever 
} 

be to prese nt its best repre 
lhe image and superscription 
of Jackson or Clay, Hamilton or 
las, in thi will be a 
current the other. 
States in due time shall follow 
I do. ot doubt they soon 
shall havea collection of statues 
senting a class of men among a peculiar 


sentative men. 
Madisor nh. 
Lineoln or Doug place 
welcome and as 


TT) 
yy hen ¢ 


one as 
ther 
+] ] 5 nf . . 
tne iead ol to-day, th 


1 ¢.)) : 
Wiillollow, we 


: eer os ; 
people, deservedly di tinguished in their day 
and neration, such as the rolls of few nations 
can present. Each State will vie with every 


small expense, in off 


thed 


r, not grudging toe 


f art that will 


ing a work o an additional 
| er upon the State as well a upon the 


person made to stand forth in 
endure forever; and the stars thus 


issembled will form a constellation of the 
foremost magnitude and brillianey. Let th 
old Hall be graced wit h but a half dozen work 


one here this day un 
some of 


( { ncn be auty abs the 
ered, illustrative ol the glories in ou 
story, and the sixty odd other 
statues that will be entitled to entrance will b 


soon found knocking at the doors for admis 


. — 
vy yilitary 
Civil Or MiUllary Hi 


sion. Instead of querying as to whether all the 
States will furnish their quota of two, or even 


4} 


any, the q most per lex the 


1 likeiy to p 
future will be, Shall any State have place for 


estion 


more? 
Uur il 


‘time has been but brief, but there is 
igle State which cannot present more 
jewel in its past oe which it 
acre ruards as the very apple of the eye, 
and which when fairly icone out to be gazed 
ipon by the world might not ch 1allenge the ad- 


miration of the nation, and i inspire every citizen 


than one 


with a new love for the copartners of a per 
petual Union and with a higher and nobler 
ve of our country and our countrymen. 


lant little 
more 


Our gratitude is then due to the gal 
State of Rhode Island for being once 
foremost in the field. 


Mor- 


In the course of the speech of Mr. 

1, of Vermont, 

the VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom 
Vermont will please suspend. The hour of 
one o'clock having arrived the Virginia bill 

efore the Senate. 

oo EDMUNDS. I hope my colle pague W 
be allowed to go on until he finishes h 
remarks. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont [Mr. Epmunps] suggests that the 
unfinished business be informally passed 
lhe Chair hears no objection, and the 
from Vermont [Mr. Morrit.] will resume. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, having con 


cluded, 


ver 
ove! 


senator 








HUG 


Mr. SUMNER. Let us hav 


nut on the resolution. 


e the qhestion 


fhe VICK PRESIDENT. In the opinion 
of the Chair this should be a concurrent reso 


' 


lution, but in ite language it is a joint resolu 
Lion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It ought to be concurrent 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. It should be s 
concurrent resolution. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well, let the re 
tion be changed to a conenrrent resolution 

Mr. WILSON. I rise 
word. The law as it now stands is 
itself. I shall not Oppose, however, the pa 
save of this resolution, a matter has been 
inaugurated, and I hope, a 
duced, it willbe putin proper form and pas sed, 
| repeat, howe ver, the law in itself is complete 
and requires no legislation whatever, and | 
trust that hereafter it will be so regarded, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
on agreeing to the resolution 

The resolution was adopted unanimously. 


Oitl 


imply to ay one 
' 


’ 
eCompriere it 
j 
thre 


it has been intro 


MORNING BUSINESS-—PRTITIONS, BTC, 

Phe VICK PRESIDENT. The Senate now 
resumes the consideration of the Virginia bill. 

Mr. RAMSEY. As 
business not yet disposed of | move that the 
Virginia bill be passed over informally for that 
purpose, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The 
from Minnesota moves that the Virginia bill 
be passed over with the view of continuing the 
is there objection ? 


Senator 


morning business. 

Mr. STEWART. I object. 

Several Sexarons. You had better let the 
Virginia bill go over for a few minutes. 

Mr. STEWART. [fit is the general desire 
of the Senate, | have no objection to allow fif- 
teen minutes to be devoted to the morning bnei- 


Mr. RAMSEY Say sixteen minutes, 

fhe VICK PREISSTDENT. The Senator from 
reserves’ his right to object; and the 
morning business will continue until some Sen- 
ator objeets. Will that be sufficient. 

Mr. STEWART. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILSON presented the petition of Wil- 
lian Delay, of Oxford, Mississippi, praying 
the removal of his political disabilities ; which 
was referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Healso presented the petitionofJ. M. Acker, 

{ Mississippi, indorsed by W. H. Vasser, 
treasurer: S. S. Fairfield, register in 
bankrauptey second congressional district of 
Miestssippi; and J. L. Alcorn, Governor-elect 
1! Mississippi, praying the removal of his polit- 
i] disabilities : referred to the 
‘leet Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disubalities 
o presented a letter addressed to the 
Conerees of the United States in the form of 
a petition from R. A. Hill, United States dis 
trict judge for Mississippi, praying that the 
disabilities imposed on J. M. Acker, of Missis- 


. : 
Vevada 


diate 


which was 


He al 


IDyM, 
to the select Committee on the Removal of 
Political Disabilities. 

Mr. HAMILTON presented a petition of 
citizens of Boonsboro, Maryland, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads, 

Mr. ABBOTT presented the affidavit of 
George W. Kirk, late colonel of thethird North 
Carola infantry and a citizen of the county 
oi Washington, Pennessee, stating that he is 
personally acqaainted with Eliza Shelton, 
widow of Roderick Shelton; Nancy Shelton, 
W hlow { { . 
widow of James Medealf; Naney King, widow 
of i. King: Pataey J. Shelton, widow of James 
Shelton; Satah Medealf. widow of David Med- 
calf; Cloa Shelton, widow of William Shelton : 
Mary Franklin, widow of Russell B. Franklin : 
widows of enlisted privates in the first Ten- 
nessee cavalry, praying for a pension, whose 


The question is 


there is some morning 


may be removed: which was referred | 


| 


| 
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enemy on 
3: and knows that 
to the Gov 
United which was 
omimittee on Pensions. 

YER presented a petition of John 


ter. and others, 


r ‘ 
n loyal V 
States; 


. HY 
laton, postma of ilorence, 


Don y, Nebraska, praying the enact- 
ww for the compulsory prepayment 
of all domestic postages except on such matter 
entitled to free delivery by special 
tment: which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post OMiees and Post Roads. 

Mir. McDONALD pre ented the petition of 
Thomas CC. Peek, of Little Roek, Arkansas, 
praying the removal of his political disabilities ; 
which was referred to the select Committee on 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Myr. McDONALD. I also present the peti- 
tion of Gervase Castonel, Lawrence H. Rey- 
nolds, and M. C. Tubbs, of Arkansas, praying 
the abolition of the franking privilege, and | 


county, 


ment ofa l 


as may be 


| will say that I do not commit myself on the 


| the abolition of the franking privilege ; 


_ belonged to it. 
| had. 


subject by the presentation of the petition. | 
move its reference to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I present a memorial from 
Major George P. Folsom, late additional pay- 
master United States Army, asking relief from 
pecuniary liabilities to the United 
States Government, and T desire to. express in 
presenting this memorial my fullest belief in 


certain 


the truth of the statements made in it, and to | 


ask the Committee on Claims, to whom I move 
to refer it, to give the matter their early and 
favorable consideration, 

The motion was agreed to. 

“Mr. CRAGIN also presented a petition of 
citizens of Alstead, New Hampshire, asking 
which 
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads, 

Mr. ROBERTSON presented the petitions of 
John M. Page, Isaac R. Barksdale, and ames 
CG. Hill, of Scottsville, Albemarle county, Vir- 
ginia, praying the removal of their political 
disabilities; which were referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION, ETC 

Mr. THAYER, JT ask the indulgence of the 
Senate for two or three minutes, not longer, 
to correcta report of my remarks made yester- 
day morning. I find that lam reported thus: 

‘hie believed it improper for any Department to 


nndertake to bring about legislation by circulating || 


the grossest misrepresentations of fact.”” 


LOBK. 





January 2). 


the \ arious postmasters of the country to se 
signatures. I think such must be the eas. 
of those [ have received every one of the 
been sent to me by a postmaster, and this 
ticular one comes with a list which ¢] 
postmaster sends me, with the name. 
every petitioner on it begging me to 
some documents. This is 
commentary on the petition. 
1 do not quite agree with the Senator ; 
Nebraskaif I understood him aright as 
that this is not an improper practice, |. 


be found voting to abolish the franking pri 


li | 
i 
If neg 
frank | 
a rather gj 


lege ; I will determine that after I have jny, 
igated the question; but I do not think ; 


right for a Department of this Governmey 
use the postmasters of this Government ty 
up petitions to Congress on a one-sided gta: 
ment of the facts. [ do not think that j 
proper that the head of a Department of | 
Government of the United States should », 
duce factitious public sentiment in this way. 
do not know that the fact is so; but if w! 
was said in the Senate yesterday be true, 
these petitions have their origin in the Po. 
Office Department, and are brought he, 
through the agency of the various postmast; 
of the country, | do not think that is a pro 
mode to influence the action of Congress. 

The petition was referred to the Commit: 
on Posi Offices and Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED 
On motion of Mr. BOREMAN, it wa 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of the 
tees of the German Evangelical church, of Marti) 
burg, West Virginia, be taken from the files | 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Claij 

On motion of Mr. RAMSEY, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of ( 
(. Stees be taken from the files of the Sena 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committe 
Offices and Post Roads, to whom was ri 
the petition of Lewis D. Smith, postmas' 


| lonia, Michigan, who was robbed of pos! 


1 certainly did not make a remark of that | 


character. The remark which I did make as 
to misrepresentations related to general state- 
ments which have been putin cirevlation, but 
not by the Postmaster General. The abuses 
of the franking privilege have been bad enough. 
I desired to refer to the reckless statements 
which had been made charging a great deal 
more against the franking privilege than really 
That was the only motive I 
I have the fullest confidence in the Post- 
master General ; | know that he is actuated by 
the best of motives, and is seeking to accomplish 
the best purposes. In what he aims at in this 
regard I support him; but I do not agree as to 


_ the mode which he has adopted to secure the 


forwarding of petitions to Congress. 1 did not 
intend to impute to him or to any head of 
Departinent the circulation of any misrepre- 


| gentations. 


David Shelton; Cerena Medealf, |) 


Mr. THURMAN. TI present a petition of 
sundry citizens of Columbiana county, Ohio, 
asking for the abolition of the franking privi- 


| lege, and I wish to say a single word in this 


| 
i 


| 
| 


connection. This is one of many petitions all 


evidently printed from the same type, in identi- 
cally the same words and letters, and, as I 
gather from what was said yesterday when I 
was not present, but which I have read in the 
reports, sent by the Post Office Department to 


|| of Robert P. Parrot, praying for compensa 


stamps and postage-money, praying for r 
reported a joint resolution (S. R. No. 101 
the relief of Lewis D. Smith; which was re: 
and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committ: 
Commerce, to whom was referred the peti 
of Ezra Carter, jr., late collector at Portland 
Maine, reported a bill (S. No. 420) to auth 
ize the accounting oflicers of the Treasury | 
adjust the accounts of Ezra Carter, jr., 
collector of customs at Portland, Maine ; whi 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. CONKLING, from the Committee 
Commerce, to whom was referred the memor' 


4 





| for the construction of an iron light-hous 


reported a bill (S. No. 421) for the relief of | 
P. Parrot; which was read, and passed to 


| second reading. 


Mr. CONKLING, from the Committee 
the Revision ofthe Laws, to whom was referre 
the bill (H. R. No. 424) to provide for takin 
the ninth census of the United States, reported 
it wilh an amendment. 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM, from the Commit! 


. . . al 
| on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred | 


| suffering 


letter of the Secretary of the Interior r cun 
mending an appropriation for the relief of \ 
and starving Indian tribes in Dakots 
Territory, asked to be discharged from 
farther consideration ; which was agreed to. 
He also, from the same committee, to whow 
was referred the letter of the Secretary of 
Interior, communicating a report of the com 
missioners appointed under the thirteenth art: 


cle of the treaty between the United States ant 


the Senecas and mixed Senecas, Shawnees, 
and other Indians, concluded February ~»; 
867, to ascertain and report the amount © 

money due by the United States to the Wyaa 
doit Indians, asked to be discharged from 1!s 
further consideration ; which was agreed to. 
He also, from the same committee, to who 
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uary - 
1ount ¢ 
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from 


ed to. 


to whom 


1870. 


\s referred the petition of grand jurors of the 
ritory of New Mexico at the N 1 
rt, praying re lief from depredations of 


Tes ovember term 
cou J 
Indians, asked to be discharged from it 

rther consideration ; which was agreed to, 
"ihe. PERR The Committee to Audit and 
trol the Contingent Ixpenses of the Sen 
who were instructe d by a resolution of the 
Sonate to inquire and report who of the old 
mployés of the Senate have been dropped 
m the roils of the Senat e ine e ihe ClOSe Ul 
(\ NE ess, and whether such changes have 
made with the approval of the Vice Presi 
ent, have instructed me to submit a rey 
| move that the report be laid on t 


! pripke te ; 
e motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HoOUsS! 
4 message trom the Hou * Repre ent 

_ by Mr. McPuerson, pe Clerk, an 

need that the House had passed the follow 
bill and eh resolution, in which the 
coneurrence s he Senate was requested : 

A bill (H. No. 781) making appropriation 
the lal nt of invalid and other pensions 
the United States for the year ending June 
(, 1871; and 

\ joint resolution (H.R. No. 120) deelara 
ry of the meaning and intention of the law 
ating to income tax. 


BILLS INTRODUCED 
Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous 
nsent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 422) to establish a postal telegraph system 
and to incorpor ate the United States Postal 
'elegraph Company ; which was read twice by 
title, referred to the 
Offices and Post 
printed. 
~ Mr. DRAKE asked, and by unanimous con- 
nt obtained, leave tointroduce abill (S. No. 
)}to authorize the Legislative Assemblies of 
the Territories of the United States to pass 
rencral acts of incorporation for educational 
purposes ; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Territories, and 
rdered to be printed, 


Committee oun Post 
Roads, and ordered to be 


Mr. CONKLING asked, and hy unanimous 
insent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (3. 


\o. 424) for the preservation of the harbor 
if the United States again encroachment; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
he Committee on Commerce, ani 
e printed. 

Mr. SCO] |’ a ked, and by UNahlbous Cohn 

ni obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
125) to extend the time for the completion ot 

lateral branch of the 
ac railroad, authoriz 
lebruary 
1 the city of Wasl ington al re the bank ol 
he canal; which was read twice by its title, 
erred to the 
{ ylumbia, and ordered LO bye printed, 

Mr. FENTON asked, and byun unimous con- 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill ( No. 
126) for the benelit of the heirs of Mic hael 
Nourse, deceased; which was read twice by 
its title, referred to the ¢ 
\ id 1 Pan d to be printed. 

. MecDON ALD asked, and by unanimous 
con ont obtained; leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 427) for the benefit of William M. Brooker, 
nfant son of the late Lieutenant William H. 
Brooker; which was read twice by its title 
eferred to the Committee on Pensions, and 
ord wae to be print d. 


e 
nf 
‘i 
i 


Baltimore and Poto 
“er, ae 
d by the aet appro ad 


0, 1867, and to change its location 


Committee on the District of 


‘ 
hi 


Jommittee on I’inanee, 


» ROSS asked, and by unanimous consent 
b tained. 1 leave to introduce (by request, as h 
tated) a bill (S. No. 428) to grant the right of 
vay through the public lands to the Junction 

ty, Solomon Valley, and Denver railway, 
ind for other purposes; which was read twic 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Pub 

Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. . C ASSERL a j ask leave io introdues 
a bill for the purpose of carrying out the in- 

tructions of a joint resolution of the legisla 


THE CONGRESS 


IONAL 


ture of California, I presented a day or 
? 
t 


WoO ago. 





By unanimous consent, leave was granted 
Lo introduce a | i 5. No. 120) to promote 
the dispo ion OF pu ylie lan ls in th State of 
California to actua ttlers 

Mr. CASSERLY. As the bill is short, I ask 
Lb it bey id al len hy 

| hI iS read as toliow 

/ enacted, &e., Thatthe public lands of the United 

ites In the State of California shall not herea 
I ubject to entry, le, or location under any law 


f the United States « xcept the laws known as the 






homestead act of May 20, 1862, and a ndatory 
thereoto ipp! Inentu } eto, u l if all 5 
LY tnd re Latin a 
! ped i scted. I t ict shall 

tuke eflectat nd of thirty da hitler t t 

' 1 

Lf Hit ead twit ret 1 to the 
‘ | 
Committe on il hie nai i lered to 
1 
pe pru ! 

" a RI . ; 

iv. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous con 

: , . ; 

ent obtaine 1, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


150) to incorporate the Washington Mail Steam 


boat Company; which was read twice by its title, 

referred to the Committee on the District of 
= la, and ord red to-be printed. 

Mr. CRAGIN a 

ent obtained, leave to introduce a joint res¢ 

t. No. 102) for the reliet of Major 

George | . ols SOM 


ked, and by unanimous con 


lution (S,. | 
which was read twice by 
its title, re aaa to the Committee on Claims, 
and orders d to be printed 


The bill (H. R. No. 751) making appropri: 
tions for the payment of invalid and other pen 
sions of the United States for the vear ending 
June 30, 1871, was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee - Ap propriationes 

lhe joint resolution (H. R. No. 120) declar 
atory of the meaning and oe of the law 
relating to income tax was read twice by ils 
title, and referred to the Committ 

rATKE OF VIRGINIA 

Mr. STEWART. 
order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill (H. R. 
No. 733) to admi t the St: ate ot "yV irv’inia to re p 


resentation in the Congress of the United States 


-onl inance. 


I now eall for the regular 


is before the Senate as in Committ of the 


Whole, and is open toamendment, there being 


no amendment pending. 


The bill was reported io the Senate as 
amended, and the amendment made yesterday 


a n Committee ofthe Whole was coneurred in 
Mr. WIL SON. 1 offer the following amend 


onal proviso : 


tate shall never be so amended or changed ast 

deprive any citizen or class of citizens of said State 
of the rent to vote or hold office in said State who 
ire entitled to vote or hold office by said constitution, 
except as a punishment for such crimes as are now 
felonies at common law, whereof it 1ey shall bave been 
duly convicted under laws equally applicable to all 
the inhabitants of said State; or to preventauy per 

nm On account of race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude from serving as a juror, or participating 
equally in the school fund or school privileges pi 

ied for in said constitution. 


" } ent } 
Phat theconstitution of said 
) 


The amendment was rejected 
Mr. DRAKE. 1 offer an amendm lit, to 
as an additional proviso the following : 
And provided further, That the State of Virginia 
uimitied to repr entation in Congress as one ol 

the § States of the Union upon the following funda 
mental condition: that the constitution of Virginia 
hall never be so amended or changed as to deprive 
any citizen or class of citizens of the United States 
of the right to vote who are entitled to vote by th 
fitution herein recognized, except asa punl h 
inent tor such erimes as are now teionies at common 
law, whereof they shall have been duly convicted 
under laws equally applicable to all the inhabitant 
of said State: Prov — That any alteration of said 
onstitution prosper ‘tive in its effects may be made in 


insert 








regard to the time and place of residence of voters, 
Mr. President, | suppose that the occasion 
fer « tends 1 debate upon this bill has pas ‘ l, 


efore I shall make no remark con 
cerning this amendment except one or two, 
which it will take but a minute or twoto make. 
| wish every Senator to know that this is in 
words the very same fundamental condition 
that has heen ipplied to every other recon 


GLOBE. 


structed State that has been admitted. bhe 


argument as to whether it should be 


: app l 
to this State | suppose may be considered as 
having been pretty fully presented on ¢ 

side, for and against. Iam led to reeall the 
attention of the Senate to the identity of . 
provision with that linposed upon all the other 


ret tat } e201) 
onstructed states, because | Was SUPrpPrised 
} 


a the other day, 1n conversation With One 


or two Senators, that they | ni id not tully ww 

stood that this is the very Same conditi 

applied to ull the States previously admitted 
There is one single consideration which, it 


ems to me, would lead those who desire that 


eq richt hall be enjoyed In Virginia t 
adopt t amendment, notwithstanding t 
near probability of the ratification of the fit 
nth amendment and its incorporation into 
the Constitution of the United States; and 
hat is thi that we are openly informed and 


A 
know that every effort will be made that can 
he made to overthrow the constitutional for 

and validity of the fifteenth amendment even 
ifter it shall be declared ratified. 
conceive it probable, but 


| cannot 
is within the range 
of possibility that in some case or other, at 
some time or other, the infatuation of men. 
with the jurisdiction and powers of another 
departme nt of the Government, may take them 
so far as to carry this question there, and that 
there in some future day the decision m: ay bi 
given that the fifteenth amendment never wa 
constatutionally adopted. In that case I wish 
still to have the same hold upon Virginia that 
we have upon all the other of the reconstructed 
States. In the face of the declared purpose to 
overthrow the fifteenth amendment, if it ean b« 
overthrown, the commonest prudence should 
lead us to plant this safeguard in the bill 
These are the two considerations which | 
wish now, when we are coming to a vote, to 
bring to the attention of the Senate: first, that 
this is the very same condition that has been 
imposed upon the other States; second, that 
whether the fifteenth amendment is adopted 
or not this amendment should be put on the 
bill. It should be put there if the fifteenth 
amendment is not adopted, for it will then lx 
the only protection which the black race can 
have in Virginia, and it should be put there i 
it is adopted as a safeguard against the eifort 
of maleontents for its overthrow in the future. 
Mr. HARL. N. Mr. Presid: nt, ] have been 
omewhat surprised at the earnest opposition 
which has been manifested in this Chamber to 
the adoption of this and kindred amendmen! 
to the pending bill. f it all proceeded from 
those who have steadily opposed the recon 
truetion acts I would not feel any disappoint 
ment; for they deny the constitutionality of 
tl of these measures; tor we all know that in 
their opinion the State governments in thos 
tates have been intact during the whole period 
ot the war, and const quently, that they wert 
entitled to sepresentation at any time when they 
chose to elect Senators and he pre sentatives 
ut not agreeing in theory with these member 
of the Senate, believing that those State gov 
ernments were overturned by force of arms, 
und that at the close of the rebellion no con 
stitutional State governmentexisted withintheir 
limits, the majority in this Chamber and the 
other branch of Congress have been proceed 
itation 
authorized Congress to 


ing under the conviction that the Const 
of the United States 

xercise the same authority over their reorgar 
ization and restoration to their former relati: 
with this Government that might be rightfu 
exercised over new States in their admi ! 
as members ot the Union. 

| need not remind any member of this bod 
that in the admission of new States Congr 
has exercised the authority to form compa 
with rer ses States, re quirin r their formal 
assent, which were declared to be irrevocal 
without the consent of Congre 9 4 well 
prescribe fundamental conditions in the form 


| of statutory declarations which did not require 
| the formal cone 


irrence of the States them 
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selves, which were intended to control their 
future action after admission. This legislative 
interpretation of the constitutional authority 
of Congress to enact such laws began with the 
State of Ohio, and I call the attention of the 
Senate to the character of some of the condi- 
tions to the admission of that State. The act 
providing for the admission of the State of 
Ohio contains the following clause : 


“The convention shall! form for the people of said 
ite a constitution and State government: Pro- 
led, The same shall be republican and not repug- 
nant with the ordinance of the l3thof July, 1757 


ites and the people and 
st of the river Ohio.” 


hetween the original 
tates of the territory north we 
lhis is not included in the articles ot 
pact requiring the formal consent of Ohio. Ti 
1s a declaration on the part of Congress 
scribing that the people of that State shall so 
form their State constitution as to be in con 
formity to the provisions of a previous act of 
the Congress of the confederated States, which 
among other things prohibited slavery. What 
ever of torce it pos sessed did not grow oul ol 
any formal agreement to its provisions by the 
people of the proposed State. It is simply a 
declaratory statute, requiring the new State to 
a. ee . ; . 
prohibit slavery in its constitution. Succeed 
ing this provision, in the same act, will be found 
what is styled the articles of compact between 
the United States and the State of Ohio, 
cluding with this proviso: 

‘That the three foregoing propositions herein 
offered, on the condition that the convention of the 
said State ehall provide by an ordinance irrevocable 
without the consent of the United States, that every 
and each tract of land seld by Congress trom and 
after the 13th day of June shall be and remain ex- 
empt from any tax laid by order or under authority 
of the State, whether for State, county, township, 01 
any other purpose whatever, for the term of five 


cars from and after the day of sale.”’ 


Com 


yre- 
pt 


Col: 


l'hese articles required the formal assent of 
tate to give them force, but their approval 
to be preseribed as a condition to its 
ion into the Union of States. 
re is a clear assumption of the right of 
to enter into a contract; to make a 
bargain with a new State in advance of its 
udmission to representation on the floor of Con- 
gress; to make a bargain on a subject affecting 
her most vital interests; to limit her right to 
levy taxes, a power necessary to the very exist- 
ence of a State, and to require her assent as 
a condition of her admission; to require her 
to surrender her right of taxation of the 
property of her own private citizens located 
within its limits for a period of five years after 
the United States had ceased to have any 
interestin itor control over it, orto remain out 
of the Union; and also a clear assumption of 
the right to regulate and control the relation 
of the laborer to the employer by a declaratory 
statute merely. Congress simply requires Ohio 
to exclude slavery from her limits. Here is a 
fundamental condition, which is not put into 
the form of a compact, as trenchant as any 
amendment proposed to this bill. 

Chese fandastaitad conditions required of 
Ohio were repeated in the acts for the admis- 
sion of each of the new States of the north- 
west and those located in the south and south- 
west. Ineed not recite the text of these laws. 
With verbal variations these fundamental con- 
ditions were required, I believe, of nearly every 
one of the new States admitted into the Union 
before the commencement of the rebellion, 
when this legislative construction could not 
have been affected by the altered condition of 
the Country or the imperious law of necessity. 
During the progress of the war, and since its 
close, this power of prescribing fundamental 
conditions has been exercised in the admission 
of new States, and also in admitting to rep 
resentation the recently rebellious States. In 
the act for the admission of Nebraska I find a 
provision of this kind : 

“That this act shall not take effect except upon 
the fundamental condition that within the State of 
Nobraska there shall be no denial of the elective 


franchise or of any other right to any persons by 
reason ofrace or color, excepting Indians not taxed.” 


Congress 


To go back a little in the order of time, I 
may remark that in the admission of Missouri 
that various fundamental conditions were pre- 
scribed of great gravity, one of which has been 
known in political history as the Missouri 
compromise, which was intended to affect the 
power of all future governments thence after- 
ward to be organized in the territory north of 
a prescribed geographical line. 

In the readmission to representation of Ark- 
ansas, North Carolina, South Carolina, Flor- 
ida, Alabama, and Louisiana, fundamental 


conditions were prescribed in nearly the very | 


words of the pending amendment. 

But, Mr. President, we are told thai the 
necessity which then existed has ceased; that 
it these fundamental conditions were then 
necessary for the protection of the recently 
enfranchised slaves, the occasion has passed 
that with the adoption of the proposed 
fifteeuth amendment tothe Constitution of the 


away s 
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requirement relating to mental culture alone 
’ 


_ and applicable to all without regard to race o; 


color or previous condition. And yet, as the 
colored people have never enjoyed educationa) 


advantages, have not been permitted to enter 
| the public or private schools, have been pro 


scribed by the criminal laws, as in Virginia 
has been a legal crime to afford them mea, 


of instruction time out of mind, such a py), 


United States these people will be amply.se- || 


cured in their newly acquired rights. 
President, this amendment to the Constitution 
has not yet been adopted by three fourths of the 
States, and no one can certainly foresee when it 
will become a part of the Constitution. Assum- 


ing, however, that it will soon be a part of the | 
fundamental law of the land in all the States, | 


does 
amendment to this 
purpose and scope. 


bill? Let us examine its 
It provides that 
The right of citizens of the United States to vote 
chall not be denied or abridged bythe United State 
or by any State on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude.” 


The pending amendment provides that the | 
existing constitution of Virginia shall not be | 


il obviate the necessity of the pending | 


changed so as to deprive any citizen of the | 


United States in that State of the right to vote 
or to hold office who is now constitutionally 
entitled to that right. Does the proposed 
amendmeut to the Constitution of the United 
States cover the ground which is covered by 
the pending amendment to this bill? Would 
it not be perfectly practicable for the people of 
Virginia to so amend their constitution as to 
permit the enactment of laws in strict con- 
formity with the terms of the fifteenth amend- 
ment which would practically exclude from the 
right of suffrage a very large proportion of the 
colored citizens of the United States residing 
within that State? 


The Senator trom New York [Mr.Conkuine] | 


called attention to this subject a few days since 
when this amendment was offered to the Sen- 
ate bill. In the course of his remarks he 
inquired with great pertinency if the Senate 
had carefully considered the scope of its pro- 
visions ; whether the friends of the amendment 


could desire to deprive Virginia of the right to | 


exclude vagrants, paupers, the insane and idiots 


from the ballot-box and from office; whether || 


she ought to be deprived of the right to pro- 


But, Mr. || 


would exclude from the polls nearly all th. 
colored people of those States. Suppose that , 
rule of this kind should be adopted: that nop» 
except owners of real estate shall be permitt, d 
to vote or to hold office ; what proportion of 
the colored people under such a law in Virgin;, 
could approach the ballot-box or would hy 
eligible to any office within the limits of tha: 
State? And yet such a rule would not confij-: 
with the provisions of the fifteenth amendme,, 
in the slightest degree. 

Sir, these are some of the reasons, as [ gy; 
pose, which controlled in the adoption of ti, 
fundamental condition when the question 9 
the admission of Arkansas and the other State; 
to which I have referred was pending. Theyar 
as potential now as they were then. The ear) 
adoption of the fifteenth amendment will no; 
obviate its necessity if you would protect th 
loyal people of the United States in Virginia, 
and the preservation of their rights may } 
necessary for the preservation of our commo; 
Governmert. A majority of the white people iy 


| all these recently rebellious States are believe: 
'| to be at heart inimical to the Government; bu: 


/a majority of all the people of these States, 


| black and white, are its friends. 


| the Republic. 


If you permit 
the ruling classes so recently engaged in rebel. 
lion to exclude the great mass of the colored 
people under ingeniously prepared laws ex 
cluding lack-landers and the uneducated and 


- persons with little property from the ballot-bo, 


you inevitably place the reins of governmen: 
in those States in the hands of the enemies o! 
Up to this time the majority i: 


| Congress have apparently believed that the sal 
vation, the safety, the ow of the nation 


depended on placing t 


e reins of government 


‘| in those States in the hands of the majority o! 


‘(| and true frien 


seribe educational or property qualifications. | 


I was hardly certain at the time whether these 


iuquiries were intended to be understood as | 


suggestions of grave objections to the proposi- || 


tion or as a sample of that keen and wither- 
ing irony in which that honorable Senator some- 
times indalges. ‘The adoption of the fifteenth 
amendment would not prevent the enactment 
of such laws adopting property and educa- 
tional qualifications for electors and oflice- 
holders; but such laws could be easily framed so 
uso exclude from the enjoyment of these rights 
alarge number of those now eligible under the 
Virginia constitution without conflicting in any 
way with the fifteenth amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. That would 
cut off from the exercise of the right to vote 
or to hold office probably three fourths of the 
colored people of those States. 

Suppose a measure of this kind should be 
passed: that uo citizen shall be hereafter per- 
mitted to vote who cannot read or write; would 
that conflict with the fifteenth amendment ? 
Not in the least. This would proscribe no one 
on account of race or color; it would be a 


the whole people, who were known to be loys! 
ae of the Union. 

Now, Mr. President, has this condition of 
affairs changed? Do not the reasons which 
then existed which were sufficient to control 
the action of Congress in relation to those 
States still exist? Has any one pointed out 
the difference between the present condition of 
the people of the State of Virginia and the peo 
ple of North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, 
Alabama, Louisiana, or Arkansas in these re: 
spects? Ifthe reasons were suflicient to con 
trol the judgment of Congress then, and if they 
remain to-day, ought they not to have great 
influence on our judgments in deciding the 
propriety of the adoption of this amendment 

Sut it is said that this is an insult to the peo 
ple of Virginia, it is calling in question their 
good faith; that they have conformed to the 
requirements of the reconstruction laws. Mr 


| President, suppose she has, ought that to be 


conclusive if an important safeguard was 
omitted, a provision necessary for the protec 

tion of the loyal people of Virginia and for th 

safety of the Union itself? If overlooked when 
these laws were enacted has it become forever 
too late to provide the remedy? Is Congres 

barred by some statute of limitation? Do: 

the omission then diminish the right and th 
duty of Congress to enact it now as a cont! 

tion to the admission of the State to its forme: 
place in the Union? But has Virginia plighte* 
her faith? When did Virginia agree that her 
new constitution should not be changed in thi 
particulars to which I have referred? Do yo 
find it in the constitution itself? Is it embrace" 
in any ordinance adopted by her constitutions: 
convention or in some solemn act of her Legis 


lature? No evidence of such promise has bee"! 


| adduced during this discussion. 


Then, how has she bound herself? 


Where 
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has she ] lighted her faith? It is said that she 
ee aaa so through her representative men 
” the c -ommittee-rooms, in the out-of-the-w: ay 
places in this ¢ Japitol ; that certain leading men 
fthe State of Virginia have plighted the faith 
that State that this constitution sh: = not be 
hanged in these respects. Well, sir, was it 

nt for them to make such a pledge? “yp S 
rely would not have made such promises, 
on in this informal manner, unless in theit 
nion it ought to be carried into effect hen 
it an insult to put it in the form ofa 
fan honorable bargain has already been 

her orally or in writing without author 
law what objection is there to giving it 

ral form and force? In private transaction 
1 agree to give my neighbor a 
ney for a piece of property, and am in fact 
1 in law bound by that oral promise, in what 
would it be an insult to me to be asked to 
my note or to reduce it to the form of a 
d? It might be thought, to be sure, that 
ery man’s word ought to be as good as his 

1: but reducing contracts to legal form 
ary sometimes to bind the su 
contracting partie He who make 
act may not ‘always be in a conditi 
\ on may de Ire to 
and heirs al law to 
agement; and who ever regarded it as an 
iit to he required to put an honorable con 
legal form? If the thing itself 
honorable, aud if honorable in its« 
t cannot be dishonorable to give it force. But 
is wrong to make such an en; 

iy have her leading men made it ; 
ey gone into the committee-rooms and made 
‘se promises ; why have they written letter 
-lging themselves that these possible changes 
her constitution shall never occur? lappre 
ud because, as honorable men, they supposed 
agreement was honorable in it 


ye Cit 


um of luwfal 


[cS or of 
acon 
on to carry 
bind hi 
fulfill the 


to effect. 


{ministrator 


t mto 


ht 11 


gement 
why have 





; character. 
ow, if honorable in its character and 


neces 
ry for the protection of citizens of the United 
States in the State of Virginia, put it in th 


orm of a law, as you did in the,case of Ark 
1 and the other States, since we find that 
the power to do has been conceded, as is 
proven by the legislative history of this country 
ring a period of nearly seventy years. 
| know it may be said that such enactment 
by Congress will ultimately be subject to the 
vision of the judicial tribunals of the country, 
ud it may ultimately be held that all such laws 
ire void for the want of constitutional author 
yto enact them ; but it is a pertinent fact that 
me of these compacts with the States, I be 
ve, has ever been set aside by the courts. 
Mr. HOWARD. ‘They have been 
a 
. HARLAN. 
! 


hel | ; by the courts, 


always 


They have always been up 
[ am informed by the hon 
‘able Senator from Michigan ; nor have any 
‘se naked declarations of Congress when 
ide in the character of a fundamental condi 
1 to the admission of a State been set aside, 
except in the isolated case of the so-called Mi 
url compromise, which was merely a legisla 
ive declaration that slavery should not exist 
north of 36° 30’ north latitude. This the Su 
Court in the Dred Scott decision at 
tempted to set aside ; but this attempt on the 
e rt of the Supreme Court of the United Stat 
» set aside this fundamental declaration of th: 
Congress made in the act providing for the 
i\dmission of that State has done more to shake 
he confidence of the American people in the 
utegrity of that high tribunal than all other 
‘ecisions it has ever rendered, and the people 
k the first and an early opportunity to set 
ide that opinion by their action at the poll 
“Ty know, Mr. President, that ane aes 
pretation of a provision of » Cons 
inay not always be conclusive ; ny 
temporaneous, or nearly so, with the 


ot the 


prem¢ 


litution 
whe n con 
J 
adoption 
the Constitution itself, and continuous awd 
uniform for a long period of time, involving 
he deliberate judgment of suct ive Con 


sresses, it is not without 
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authority ; and when such legislation has been 
sustained uniformly by the courts and the peo 
ple it ought to be considered as the end of 
controversy. Inthe light of this long, contin 
uous, and uniform legislative in erpretation of 
the Constitution, and of the uniform support 
of the — State and national, is it not 
too late for Congress now to call in a 
the eon cesta right to exercise th 


iestion 
power? 


Is it not too late for those who agree with 
me a itically to call in question the ri tht to 
adopt this amendment and apply it to the State 
of Vir rinia which has bee 1 apy ‘lied to each of 
the other reconstructed State ee ively a 


they have been admitted to representation on 





this floor? lf we have the right and if the 
necessity still exists, and if it 1s not an imsult 
to Virginia, then why not exact it It ly 
can do no harm and it may do good tor 
admit that Virginia i pledged by ye leading 


faith the 
they 


izens to carry into effect in yood 
provisions of their existing constitution, 
may not always be ina condition to do so. 
Sir, change is written on everything in thi 
one We find it writt ‘ 
manner in this Cha: 
tbe Bi ntlemen o 
ber ho were hert 





nhe 1 
cupylug seat 


when | entered its portal 


commaned avery brief period sint Ther 

is but one beside myself of the third of th 
Senate who entered it when I did n here 
All except five have been wept awa Other 
gentlemen now oceupy their pla: And who 
feels bound by any of their personal pledges? 
Kach new incumbent must aet for himself, on 
his own responsibility. And vet this is the 


deliberative body known to 
How lone will it be 


it members of the Virgima 


most permanent 
our political hi tory. 
until the pres 
Legislature wi 
How long will i t 
other executive ofticers of that State 
given place to others who may not feel bound 
by their personal pl 
L infer which I have 
listened in opposition to this amendment that 
Senators concede the propriety of such precan 
tion in the absence of { pledges of fidelity on the 
part of State officials. Then, admit their good 
intention honora id the 
binding force of their promises on themselves, 
as they must very speedily give place, accord 
ing tothe ordinary routine of official life, to those 
who will not consider themselves bound by the 
promises of their predecessors in official sta- 
tion, t uch a shape as to 
control their action. I do not, 


: therefore, see 
the objection to tl t f 


from the argument 


h 
| ie motive 


their 


) 


ought to be put into 


1¢ adoption of this amend 
ed w ith ore? at 
ee of thi 


ment which seems to have we 
force on the 
body. 
In cto Lue 
estly de sired 
to see the people of the recently rebelliou 
States restored to their former relations with 
this Government, aud during the y of 
this discussion | have { 
Virginia ought to be repi 
and the floor of the 
the earliest practicable period, not more on 
her own 


since the closing of the rebellion 


pendent 

it a conviction that 
nted on this floo 

other branch of Congr 


account than our own. Sir, we need 
the advice and counsel of 
of this Com 
ment of laws | 

but I desire her 


entative 
? 


monwealth, not only in the 


to her people, 


t 
and advice in the 


ena‘ 


enactment of laws for the government of the 
W hole people of the United Stat Whether 
my judgment shail | ustained by the Senate 


ind propriety 
amendment, I shall 
feel constrained to vote for the passage of the 


to the ne Ly 


or notin relatior 


adoption of thi 


not see any grave objection 
to th! 1endment, and as if may be nece ary 
for the protection of the rights of a large body 


loyal people of the United States resid 
hi Virginia, 1 shall feel 
my adoption. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, 
. \ any member in the Cham! 


I am a 


ry to have 
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this discussion brought to a close and to vote 
upon this amendment and upon the bill, for I 
think we have spent quite time enough in thi s 
discussion. There are other bills and other 
subjects pressing upon our attention to which 
we ought to devote ourselves at the earli: 
possible day. I shall therefore detain t! 
Senate but a very few moments. 

In the summer of 1868 the Congress of th: 
United States readmitted into the Union sey 
eral of the late insurgent States. They admit 
ted North Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana. 
Georgia, Alabama, and Florida to the right o 
entation by one act. In that act they 
declare that those States, when they shall hav: 
ratified ain amendment of the Constit 


repre 
I 


n cert 
tion 
hall be entitled and admitted to repre 
Congress as State 
mental condition’’- 


sentati 
of the Union upon the fund 


Now, I wish Senators to listen to the eae 


tion which we have attached to the admissi 
of the State 


‘that the constitution of neither of said 
hall ever beso amended or changed as to depriv: 
any citizen or class of citizens of the l nited | tates: 
the right to vote in said States who are entitled to 
vote by the constitution thereof herein recognized 
except as a punishment for such crimes as are fe!) 
onies at common law, whereof they shall have . een 
duly convicted under laws equally applicable to all 
the inhabitants of said States: Provided, That an 
alteration of said constitution may be made in regard 
to time and place of residence of voters.’ 


tate 


Sir, Is 
oft I od 


our! 


noticeable that the amendment now 
by the honorable Senator from Mi 
i substance precisely the clau 
have read from the act of 1868, app! 
cable to those several States once insurgen 
States, which we have now readmitted to thi 
a ion. It is now propose dto subject the Stat 


which 


Virginia on her admission into the Union 
to 5 peddlaahe tabecmnicanedinabie the same fund 


amental condition, if you please. We 
remember very well the r« insist 
by Senators here for inserting this c 
in reference to those State 
It was in order to secure the loyal popu 

tion, whether black or white, that protectio 
which is supposed to reside in the use of th 
ballot The country knows full well wh: 
those reasons were, and we annexed this cor 
dition to their admission in order that no on 
of those States should ever have it in pow 
to deprive the colored populatior ot the rig 


asons 


1 
i 
i 


of suffrage, as it had been conferred uy 
them by the respective State constitutions. | 
order to secure this great privilege, this grea 


means of protection more potent than the 


cannon or the bayone Re Congre annexe d th 
fundamental condition, which is to contin 
through all time, or at least so long as th 


tatute of 1868 shall remain in force, if it be 
valid and constitutional provision. 
ft very true that at that time th 
amendment, socalled, was not before Congres 
Very little had thu far been said about it; the 
country knew nothing about it hat 
ment was an afterthought. If it 18 of any 
value in this ¢ 
presented to Congress and 


fifteenth 


amend 


ynnection it ought to have been 


upon by the 
States long ago. But, sir, in reference to the 


pow rofaState over the 
how muc has that fifteenth 


qualifi ation otf voter 


Lhe ndme nt 


h power a 
when it shall have become ratified? senator 
ay to us that this condition is not necessary in 
the case of V irgini L because the fifteenth amend 


ment of the Constitution 1 ratified 

and that that will effect every object whicl 

to be attained by this condition. The fifteent 

amendment of the Constitution 1s to be, in t 

judgment of the honorable Senator from N 
ida who has this bill in charge, 


about to be 


ale ruard, the great protection t l 
people of the insurgent States a 
change of their constitutions as maj tra 


‘ t ty “+ 


them and deprive them of the right of par 
! ating in the politic al affairs of tl State 
Now, sir, if it be the disposition of the | 
ple of Virginia to amen 
uch a manner to ¢ icise and to exclud 








suffrage the colored popula- 
my humble ji ud giwent, the fifteenth 
Constitution iy | 
ln order to protect 


umendmie ni of Line of vary little 


wine ndment 


' 

Col red ine 
bie & 

lh mMmoraviv Ocn 


( lore 1 peopl 


they may 


HOWARD 


ke ri slation, that the rights ot 
citizens of the 
ed or abridged by the 


of Virginia on 


United Stats 


condition of 
Legislature o1 
should = tie mM h upon the 
amendment 


onvention 


. a. C are 83 


econd clause of the amend 


State allixe: 


1 voter thy | 
say, two hundred dollars’ 
ould alter its 


ssion in his own right ol two | 
property, which i 


Nevada hold itt 
; to alter in 
ional enactment tha ut qualilica 
i! olor, race, 
ciate 


I hh; ive n o authority W oa ‘ver to intel 
should be bound 
amendment ; 
tup to those three 


titutional 


ose partic ular 
ikied @ould 


STEWART. 


ner: ral and ap pply 


; J 
olor a than 


de even that 
! hope the 


own favorite ground. 
ry irginis bpasses a general 
g the at every voter shall poases i in 
amount of § 
mit sadeciien to 


( ny | that mn ae r that ¢ a bu 
amendment, 

‘Irginia or any other Stat e to enact 

Certainly 
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admit i Weill, 


ple in Virgini 


} , or > 
such @ restriction | 


ir, how many colored peo- 
a WOU uld be : 

Not one out of a hundred, 
ay, and hardly one out of a 


| undertake to 
thousand. 

Nir, ¢ sh W J It 
adm) 


} } ‘ 
undertake to Bay 


I do not wish to be foreed 
Into an ion that | would not make. | 
that if the people of Virginia 
or auy other State make any regulation with 
regard to suffrage so as to exclude from the 
| ballot « large proportion of the citizens they 
iofring upon that clause of the Constitution 
whic the Government of the United 
States 
form of government. They might be brought 
to an account under that for a sweeping dis- 
franchisement effected by any device whatever. 

Mr. HOWA The States have always 


h req juire; 


Lieb. 


had that power, the clause to which the Sena 
tor refers to the contrary notwithstanding. We 
have alway ; had that power. Now, does the | 
Constitution anywhere say, does even the fif- 


teenth amend 


panacea, 
restric 


ment, the Senator’ 
State shall not impo 

tions upon the right of suffrage? No, 
ir; there is nothing of the kind in the Constitu 
tion, nothing of the kind in the fifteenth amend- 
ment except that no distinction shall be made 
n which color, 


which is 
iy thal a 


$ grea 


in ca race, or slavery is In- 
volve hat is the sum total of that amend- 
ment he State of Virginia the moment sh¢ 


is admitted into the Union can by her Legis- 
fect consistence with her con 
propose such an amendment to her 
local constitution as shall in effeet disfranchis« 
nine hundred and ninety-nine out of a thou 
sand of the colored population of that State, by 
imposing & property qualification upon them, 
aud it would be no violation of the fifteenth 
amendment. 
Mr. STEWART. 
if he thinks that would not be a violation of 
the Constitution? Wedo not want the admis- 
ion of tl from Michigan; it may 
hereafter. Does he think 
she can pass any law or make any 
whereby nine hundredths of 
population can be distranchised? Would it 
not be in violation of the Constitution, 
to give Congress the power to interfere ? 
Mr. HOWARD, I know no clause in the 
Constitution of which it would be a violation. 
lhe States have exercised the power of con 
trolling, regulating, aud restricting popular 
ulfrage tro: limencement of the State 


lature, and in per 
slitution 


nator 


come up in debate 


hinel y 


rovernment; Romi o) Shaheen eee, [t is 
one of the rights 1 ed to the States, and is 
to be exercised in ite fullu Sn0 An ie pleni 
tude without any control on » part of Con- 
gress or any question being a by Congress 


and that will be the 
fifteenth amendment 
that 
and 


mo them : 
hall have been adopted, 
amendment ré lating only to color, race, 


qualifications, or anything ¢ 
subjects. Now, sir, it will be the 
casiest thing in the world, were the Legislature 
of Virginia disposed to do so, to launch at once 
aun amendment which would strike out of the 
| hands of the colored men in that old Common- 
| wealth the right to vote, and it would affect 
very few white people, and those white people 
certainly would be protected by their friends, 
and by charity, at least by donation of prop- 
erty, preserved in the exercise of their right 
of suffrage 

Sir, Linsist thatas tothe black population this 
fifteenth amendment is of very little value if the 
State sees fit to take away the right of suffrage 
by aflixing property qualifications or educational 
qualifications, or any qualifications whatever 
that do not relate to race, color, or slavery. 
The whole field is open to them on these sub- 
jects, and there is just as much practical neces- 
sity to-day of annexing this fundamental con- 
dition in the case of Vi irginia as there was in 


xcept these three 


specific 


1868 in reference to the States of North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, &c. 
things 


And why, sir, under 


the present state of should we make 


llowed to yote under |) 


| ditions 


to guaranty to each State a republican | 


! would ask the Senator | 
|| State was it who first declared that tl 


device | 
the black | 


O as | 


the present Constitution of the 


ease until the | 


slavery, not to property, not to educational | 
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Virginia an exception? ‘The fifteenth amen, 
ment is not yet adopted. It is not perf 
gure that it will be soon adopted, and it js 
character to afford no real and a 
tection to the colored men of that Stat 

it shall have been ratified. 

I insist that if we annexed fundamenta| 
in the case of North Carolina and 
other insurgent States if is our duty nowy 
make no exception of Virginia. The { 
in that State, | take it, i8 MOL more Joyal «| 
in the other States which | have named 
party now in power there, although it y) 
iiself to us under a very plausible disgyj 


( 


not, L think, on this most solemn subjec| 
trusted. Its great representative, the © 
ernor-elect of the State, has furnished 4, 


the only pledge of which | am aware thai \ 
ginia will adhere to the reconstruction |; 
tion upou the subject of negro suffrage, 
ernor Walker in his solemn message { 
Legislature—and I will take the libe: 
a word from ti—say 

“The peoploot this Commonwealth at the lat 


tion, by an overwhe pening majority, accep) cd 
adopte« 1 the principle sought to be incor; 
| into the Federal Constitution by this (the tif 


umendinent, to wit, the civil and political ¢ 
of all men betore the law.’’ 

Then he goes on, aud is especially sw 
Virginia. He remarks: 

‘The well-known honor and integrity of | 
plo of Virginia forbid even the supposition th xt 
would fail to faithfully adhere to and maintain, | 
necessary and possible, any principle to whic! 
had yielded theiradherence. Virgins, alway 
ip the most ample good § aith all her pledg 


Ah! what was the cradle of nullification y 
secession? Where is to be found its foun 
from which have issued streams of blood 
slaughter, by which hundreds of thousan 
both sides of the contest have been | 
into premature graves? What people, 


ua 


stitution of the United States was a nie 
pact between sovereign and independent: 
and that each of those States was in a « 
contingency to be the sole judge of th. 

and measure of redress? Virginia. Lic: 
ing statesmen, not omitting the venerated 1: 
of James Madison, early gave in their adli 

to this great political heresy, the result ol w! 
is found inthelatecivilwar. Virginia wasai 

the first to take part in the establishmen 

United Sta 
She wasalso the first to sow the seeds of disc 
tent with that Constitution, to spread ab 

heresies among the people of the whole | 
wee h finally produced their fruits in the re: 
rebellion. Are the people of the State ot \ 
vinia dese rving of this especial comme! lat 

and praise while the people of the old Nor 
State and of South Carolina and Alabama: 
the other Statesare to be under the cen 


| bad faith implied in our act of 1868? 


[ insist that if these other insurgent 
are properly subjected to this stringent! fu 


| amental condition there is nothing in the } 


dition of Virginia which should exem) 
from the application of the same priveip|: 
there be any people within the Union tre 
whom we ought to take this security, 4) 
whom we ought to impose this stringent « 
tion against the ostracism of the ¢ olored | 
ulation, it is, in my humble’ judgment, 
people of Virginia; and I shall vote for | 
amendment. I will not make flesh of ov 
fish of another, If itis properly applica: 
any State it is properly applicable to Viry 

Mr. THURMAN, Mr, President, | hed! 
intended to say one word on this bill un! 
became necessary to explain my vote wii 
should assume its final shape ; and I shou! 
now, certainly in the feeble state of 
am in, say one word but for the very extr 
dinary misconception of the history of m) 
State by the Senator from Iowa [ Mr, Hanvs’ 
who lately addressed the Senate. 

The Senator from Lowa thinks that he t 
in the history of Ohio some jusiitication 
the proposition of the Senator from Missot 


‘ 


heal } 








\y bat is the proy jlLion of the W hat As lund: Lhat 1s the first proposition .t18 & propo 
Missouri. reduced to 1 implest by Congres No, sition that the United States—not the State ot 
t that the ¢ ¥ of th s artic] f com) Ohio——will grant to the people of the Stat f 
ALY ia vitbout and toe | i al in ‘ blu terril ry, and Ohio, for the use of schools. secti wm ‘ 
’ fo ! le, unl I I n cor ‘ _ ' , 
rer nt, but by mer ol nt.” every township of the public lands { 
' re) peril rnve vcr ff ry : 
. ' wre § , if POLLO W c mrbic (Dn ol tLnem pee ye ition to give something to On . 
' 2 yne . . ' e wht . 
: pa y had ' il orever in that territory the perfeet right : bhi vext proposition ¢ Phe next pr 
‘uti ben Ou a © 1 » God a rdis ‘ dictat ot is that certain Sail Springs on t 
‘ ' t Te a amd in a mihi ‘ 
Constitution of th ted ar own cOonscien Another provides that Muskin jum, and ia A military tra 
| 1 G4) . ° . . » Ste » fey tly . 
Hh Ds we ire th the people of those States shall forever enioy granted to the State for Ul 
} t j ‘ } ‘ i . 
j I yiu ii i he benefit of the writ of ¥ corpt lam reol, Lhe third i 
' (ji | j ‘ ! ee 
’ yeas y I V tial have he 1) d privy | hat ne twenti th ithe 7 | 
alten « teat rit, notwithstand th ends | Ing Within tt Lid ' 
' \ | ; ' os rom and after the 30th day of Ju I 
7 ! PEED | pete Herwe 1 them and the luctin | cpenses incident to th 
Lier a ih I d provide i promot applied to the layin ut and makin I 
. 4 ; ) . ' ; ’ ) ow st¢ ‘ rt 
: es? ’ i ( vithy rm know I by m n sa . . © ney : : ny 
| ' i ; i ' ‘ , | 4 - ' } 4 mine ,~ tot © fhe, i ttve aid . ’ nel ' 
! j avuel ' CS PVE eh ist olant outunder 
: ' bea : ! r of f errit nt il he titth i it'o re th tl nsent ott 
i Li \ 3 li 4 7) houndat and numbers t ugh which the road shall pa 
{ tt ity li ' ' fami i} » are hye propositions 
' 
: ; r arti thal proposition that (¢ nore will 
. Phere shall be 1 er Lwery hor in untar to the State first, that it will give ! ‘ 
i I “i her ot rvituad 1 th sid territory, W than in teen econdly. that it will ceive th ilt 
hie | +} pul ni \ ‘ irt nai LV \ I 
LOIN Wh tb wud na dul ; nd thirdly, that it will give one twe 
} ‘ ' 1;auil nvi : e : e , 7 
. even S vu ves ees It 4} } ‘ : the net m ceed of the public land I 
} : We ‘ ih ‘ i a\ y ‘f ’ ’y . ‘ 
1 i , i ‘ i les , e 4 , ted ¢ ' making of road and then come the « 
: « declaration ralnance ente to by ; 
Ihe ' us referred to He (" ! ' | eration on the other side. In considerat 
; 1 ire Lv more, nied to by tl tat 7 ; 
to chabie the people of | gee { byte i to || these grants Congress requires that the Sta 
{ ‘ ! ot Virginia, for he f ( Lilie as 1 ' 
AG BEPENOry MOTD we ey hall relinquish the right of taxing pu 
t ordinances ) ( i ¢ ola \ ! : . 
() ) tr @ cConslitution and : : Wy for five vears atter they shall have 
vd { © admission sranted the | ; : idl 1 
y raat wh | iii t l it i) url ! ‘ . 4 } } 1} 
vt BSOTE Uh 1 equat 100 | 1 { } ir. MORTON. Will the Sen ! | 
( pact t i } if i! . 
t Mpou cqua is a ! to ask one question right at that pornt 
} { ] ) ! ( it I ¢ ya ' , 
C5, A for olher pul , \ Mr. THURMAN With great pleasur 
1 } } ] m Lt ! reir: vu . " . 
I we hiilb section provide ; ' oe swnandl Mr. MORTON. Conceding that thi 
( i j Crlel bie ie P ‘ } 
) I { ‘ en ; dition , in they iture ol compat to be 
, S ’ ? il ? ! ‘) i ) 1 a* 
| these word , *s ! uy i the States, | ask the Senator 
; rol ute ! 1a a Ie to ; : > a : 
| ! ior the peopl i i A ' 1 ,* ! red he Government would haveif thes 
te rnime ' » Wil 1 ] I | rea bili l ( } li . 
. vernment, } read th vr ; 7 violated t compact , 
il l ) ' peu t i . > 
' } q” ] ] rH iMAN ly friend fi m Ine 
] i 1 } ic Vl } \ I ( r l ; j ae 
1g in ta a , ' .. t » much difficulty in answer r that 
Ty ted Stat 1 red t]} the part f Conere { me ty ! . 
~_ yu 3 ( ; tion , it 4 put to him 1} ine 
1 Dlican constitut pon tiem py me ’ at”. alls o te 
+} ' | } } | mil { . ott +! | () } ( tt tn hea It) real 5 I I 
‘ ) its { { { Nypoi LO 1 til } ' L ' 
Bis } ; 1 fl { ery great humility Lam at 
rio observe th | mn ! { { 
temnt lo ! 1@ utter fa ito 
: deed ot cession I ' 
ral the ordinan } hn : : nlick 
hetween the original } ute ind ¢} ordinance ol ‘od, Te] t penne a ‘ : 
i of the territory northwest of the of 1787 that the pe : Oh » framin i LORLON [ im is 1 t 
‘ 1 i [ desire to ask my friend one qu 
their constitution i id ! thew ; 
iat seemed to strike the Senator ee 1) further. He admits this is aco LG 
° , ( Inpa til ‘ at 
Wa as an Imposition by Congress of a fo} ‘ ‘ rFupon th ytate, VOW a i 
word ¢ Tne powe i ° { 
| y ‘ »? ' 
al condition upon the people of || giigne nnon ther e power of Congress to entfor 
| ‘ : 7 : ; , ] ‘ let ) 
Vhy, if the Senator had looked into Rat ify. Presid , th hould violate | 
" [2% ' hh, vt ‘ > ' rrp AN Rate 
per he would have seen tue reascn {o1 the Ser tenes ir. THURMAN I will « 
j : . il rf LLO lio } \ ‘ = rae | 
ovision Phe reason for that provision |) peeay hia’ ¢ , my Weas about tha d rea 
| \, dae > neesint , “minin ee , , . . ’ 1 {vy ime tl f 
back to the deed of ces ion by Virginia What ic the Hos ; ! iriend 1 asking ' 
{ 1 ' 1 1 a | ' rite i 
rritory outol wnich alithe northwestern hin ali f ' : tou net 
’ it t , i i ' 
, 1 i | j { 
are composed. By that very deed of asia Sin: Tam Prt. reteny incl Pam ] 
t is provided, and it is a fine com denntitui t, but 1 nto gett! BY a 
' ° . Ati tt ‘ ! I 7 
upon the propo ition thatis before the j ’ ! i t ! lt 
» WY o wi ] ’ Le : ; R ’ ‘ , the ' 
now, Virginia When she gave that inag sitions herein « ed at = 4 0 t re tl } ‘O] ' 
domain to the Union required tbat if mvention of the uid ‘ | ' i one ut ' } Or’ 
1 1 } } at ord ‘ rev I ! ? rt 
i be divided up into States and the Stat eet a 1 , yt ery languag ; : 
. Ur i States, th f Ir bea it i ; ‘ 
mitted, and admitted how ? by Congrese from and after ¢ lor rejected ; but if ae 
the territory so ceded shall be laid out and | next shail be and remain exempt t hand || t rs of perpetual compact \ car 
iuto Slates containing a suitable extent of OY Her OF UDGOF au se 7 es, iside by the ntol 
at | than one hundred nor more than ews ro aD , { 1 there bein } t { 
tred and fifty onl quare, or as near thereto over, I Pr the tern eye } ; 
inces will admit, and that the States so |; 0! S4l¢ Lthe power to ilmpost ' 
lchall be distinet republican States, end ad He read th if Con ) ns Upon a Sta condity t 
rs of the Bed ral Union, I ving th authority aadertaok to 1 nower of nolitical rights, conditiousthat aft 
f vereignty, freedom, and independ : ' 
i other ute ? tua mootti ern i (>; H had 1 i r her own t ( isl 
‘ lool he te th ‘ what ta tesm nthat day who w 1} 
hat Vireinia aid ‘nm the ve) di » 190 uf 3 ton ot the pa { vi I ’ ale min that ¢ 
~ a . . S « Wh | lf f peen hi ror-stricken at eh an t 
ceded that territory to the Union * se . ae ey ' : 
! 7 ‘ ] fh oO} A ever until tne ebra bouiy ! 
hich she thus guarantied for tho eging as Toll g _ \ 1 nlent 
' ’ if | ed hat ‘ ' roposed You have had pienty of « 
ter tates a northwestern member in ees 1 | - : ' 
. . Lfions de, mi the ure ropy, if Lise hye tween t} (;,overnment and thie strate t 
\ ' "y j have been imitted, but they have bee ‘ 
that 1s not all. ihat \ the deer ior 7 ! 
S : nact re those ronert compa 
\V} it came ne ' The ordinance Ih On _ | P ; J , 
{ ' } ! ' yrene that grew out of the ordinance of 1 
he next thing. I need not read wher ied for their . ea 
but } | WI { the cession of Virginia, which | 
f mt come at once tothe ordi \\ | ) tut } ‘ : 
ry Leatn t} | med “a. ites not to make their constitutior 
' 4, referred tointhe act autborizig proposit is offered i { Ss : 
j ‘ ' ‘ : . i nant to tha ordinance or repurnan 
peot Ohio to forma State constitution fone accel me Y ; nied | : : : 
1 ‘ Lak On } f ’ } ' ‘ 1 leed of ¢ on. But a compact 
{ | ee what if 1 that the peopl 0 t or i ' : ; ; 
t ment condition thatundertoor t 
formation of their constitution ar ' ' : av Una 
it Serve and that the r constitut } Then i } mM oa L pat ‘ 
} 1 } t the t ’ indert to make i i 
hol pe repuenaut t ; } } 1] n / i it th n I y : 
. : fownsht ind, whe wuch wi bh i t | | nol tate i 
rere aed; § ‘ 
ranted, disp t ler | i i ‘ in neve 
it is h lained and eclared I t! nd t isuous t i 
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“" 


Ohio is to come into the Union a mutilated | 
member of it? ‘That Ohio is to come into the 

Union with less rights than any other State 

has? hat Ohio is to come into the Union 
bound by anything but the Constitution of the 
United States? That Ohio is to come into the 
(Jnion bound and trammeled, and with fewer 


tsover her ownState const 


rigt ution than any 
other State had over its State constitution ? No, 
ir. This very act itself declares in so many | 


rds that the people of that Territory 

to form for themselves a 

ernment, and to assume 
» proper; and the said | 


authorized 
stitution and State go 

uch name as they shall dee 
ite when formed shall be edmitted intothe Union | 
ume footing with the original States in all 

whatsoever.” | 


re hereby 
tanh 


upon the 


nc de 
Phat very act, which i quot i here to prove 
that Ohio came into the Union a manacled 
tate with fetters upon her limbs imposed by 
of Congress, declares that she shall | 
Union upon ** an equal footing 
with the original States in all respects whatso 
Mr. President, you may make com- | 
acts with States in regard to property ; but it 
would be no republican government at all if 
you could undertake by fundamental condi- | 
tions, as you call them, imposed by mere act of | 
Congress, to limit the power of the people of a 
‘tate over their own State constitution. There 
hut one way in the world in which you can | 
limit the power of the people of a State over 
their constitution, and thatis by amending the | 
titution of the United Statesitself If you 
want to limit the sovereignty of the States you | 
can only do it one way, and that is by amend 
ing the Constitution of the United States and 


mere ‘ 


| 
come into tae 


(lon 


taking from the States some portion of their || 


} hand? I 


reserved rights. You did that by the thirteenth 
amendment; you did that by the fourteenth 
amendment; you propose to do it by the fif 
teenth amendment. Have you not gone far 
enough without now assuming that you can do 
by a mere act of Congress what in the very na 
ture of our system can only be done by amend 
ing the Constitution itself? So much for that. 
\nd now a word in answer to the question 
of my friend from Indiana, He asks me, suppose 
Ohio were to violate one of these articles of 
compact, what isthe remedy? Let metell him 
the remedy is not to turn her out of the Union. 
rhe remedy is not to deprive her of her repre 
sentation in Congress. ‘There is nota single 
one of those articles the remedy for the viola- 
tion of which cannot be tound in the courts of 
the country. Supposethe State of Ohio under- 
takes to tax the public lands, or lands sold, 
before the expiration of the five years. ‘The 
tax-payer cau refuse to pay the tax; he can 
take it to the Federal courts. It must be de- 
cided to be unconstitutional or contrary to that 
compact, and the tax void. Suppose that a 
man there is deprived of the writ of habeas | 
corpus ; suppose the State passes an act de- 
priving him of the right to the writ of habeas 
corpus contrary to this article of compact ; the 
ederal courts will give him the writ, or declare 
! it is void. 


that the act which forbids 
Mr. MORTON. And yet ‘ny friend will | 
allow me to say the right of the State to levy 
the tax is not denied by the Constitution of 
the United States, but only by the compact. 
Mr. THURMAN. I do not care whether 
not; the State was perfectly compe- | 
tent to make a bargain in regard to that. It 
derived it from the ordinance of 1787, which 
was a compact, declared itself to be a com- 
pact between the old States and the new States. 
lt derived it from that, and the convention of 
the State agreed to it. It thus became a bar- 
gain. The State received for it millions upon 
millions of acres of school lands. It received 
for it the salt springs. It received for it hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars under what is 
called the five per cent. fund, the one twentieth 
of the net proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands; and it was therefore bound to adhere 
to this compact, which was a compact between 
it and the other States, and the courts can 
afford the amplest remedy for a violation of it. 


3 or 


THE 


I was astonished to hear the Senator from 
Indiana the other day, dealing, however, in 
generalities, assert the power of Congress to 
take these States in hand in case they should 
not live up to what might be for the time being 
the platform of the Radical party; for that is 
whatitcomesto. Take them in hand! Under 
what clause of the Constitution take them in 
it under the power to provide by 
appropriate legislation for enforcing the four 
teenth amendment? What is appropriate legis- 
lation to enforce the fourteenth amendment? 
Is it ‘‘appropriate legislation’? to turn th 
members of a State out of Congress? What 
is meant by this term ‘‘appropriate legisla- 
tion?’’ We know where the term comes from. 
We know it comes from an opinion of Chief 
Justice Marshall, and was applied by him sim- 
ply to the old provision of the Constitution that 
Congress has power to make all laws necessary 
and proper for carrying into effect the forego- 
ing powers. Is itnecessary and proper to turn 
a State out of Congress, deprive her of her 
representation, tax her without representation, 
reduce her to the condition of a Territory, put 
her under martial law, try her citizens by drum 
head court-martial and hang them? Is that 
‘‘appropriate legislation?’’ Is that necessary 
to enforce the fourteenth amendiment? Or have 
’ o little wit that you cannot frame some 
judicial proceeding that shall be sufficient for 
that purpose? Sir, | not know what is 
meant by this thing of ‘‘ dealing with States.’’ 
I should like those who think there is some 
power of dealing with them to point out what 
they mean by that, You have power to enforce 
every provision of the Constitution by proper 
means. You always had the power to do it. 
Before there was an amendment to the Consti 
tution you had the power to do that; but you 
never in this wide world had the power to turn 
a State out of the Union, and never when she 
sent her members here, loyal and proper men, 
to deny them their right to seats on this floor. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, the Senator 


you 


do 


from Ohio and myself agree in one thing, and | 


that is mutual surprise at each other. I at 
tempted to state in the imperfect remarks | 


previously submitted that the legislative his- || 


tory of this country proved two things: that 
Congress construed the Constitution of the 
United States so as to empower it to make a 
bargain with a State in advance of its admis- 
sion to representation in Congress, when it 
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| stand them correctly. 
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Then, if Congress h: 
the power under the Constitution of the Uni. 
ted States to bind Ohio and Indiana and J]! 


id 


they were admitted to full partnership a ‘th 
Union, to representation on this and the ‘. 
of the other House of Congress, if the thoo 
adopted in relation to the recently rehe)|;.. 
States by Congress is correct they may me 
such bargain with those States when the 
occupy that condition of quasi sovereign: 
| while they are in a transition period from cha. 
| to a regular State government,which Cop rres 
could make with a new State as a conditioy 
its admission to the Union. 
But I referred to these statutes for anot}y 
purpose, toshow thatit has not been always eo 


l 


cor 


|| sidered necessary to reduce these fundameyt 


conditions to the form of a contract. | ye, 
| not inform the honorable Senator from O} 
that there are more kinds of contracts than op, 
Vhere are implied contracts as well as tho 
that are expressed; andifa aonty to an implied 
contract accepts the consideration contained 
| in the proposition of the other contracting part 
he is as much bound by it as if it had be. 
formally agreed to by both the contractiy 
parties. I cited, therefore, the clause of ¢! 
organic act of Ohio to show that Congress, } 
' a mere declaration in advance of the adm). 
sion ot Ohio, assumed the right to bind ¢! 
people of Ohio not to admit slavery within | 
limits. Ohio never agreed to that propositio 
| in any formal way, by ordinance or statutor 


|| enactment, as far as I have been informed, 


occupied an incipient condition during the 


transition period, before it was declared to be 


a State, before it had taken on itself the habil- | 


iments of sovereignty as a State; and I quoted 
from the articles of compact set forth in the 


| organic act providing for the formation of a 


| constitution for the State of Ohio, and re- 


ferred to similar acts in relation to all the 
other new States to prove that Congress placed 


that interpretation on the Constitution of the | 


United States ; that it was competent for a 
State or the people of a State and the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to make a bar- 
gain fundamental before the State was ad- 
mitted that would bind the State after it was 
admitted. To this proposition I do not under- 
stand the honorable Senator to object. He 
admits that Ohio was bound by a contract 
made between the people of Obio and the 
United States before Ohio was a State, when 
it was in its probationary condition, before it 


| was entitled to representation on the floors of 


Congress. 


In connection with that proposition I recited | 
the view that was taken by a majority of the | 


members of Congress in relation tothe recently | 


rebellious States, that in those States their 
governments had been destroyed by force of 
arms; that at the close of the war no consti- 
tutional State governments in fact existed ; 
that it became necessary for them to proceed 
de novo, as the people of a Territory, and frame 
a constitution preparatory to their readmis- 
sion. That is the theory on which the recon- 


struction acts have been passed, if I under- 


isa part of the organic act passed by Congr 
authorizing the people of the Territory of Ohi 
to frame & constitution preparatory to thei, 
admission into the Union. This law of ( 
gress demands that the constitution, wh: 
formed, shall be in conformity with the ord 
nance of 1787. Ohio formed her constituti 
| with full knowledge of the provision, accept: 
her position in the Union, and has thereto: 
been understood to have acquiesced in tha 
proposition and to be bound by it. L am i 
formed by those more learned in the histo 
of our jurisprudence than myself that none o 
the courts, either of Ohio or of the Unit 
States, have ever called in question the righ 
of Congress to make such a requirement. 

How is that met by the honorable Senato 
from Ohio? By citing a deed of cession from 
Virginia. Pray, sir, could Virginia, one Stat: 
in the Union, bind a future State? Suppo 
the United States did enter into a contrac! 
with Virginia; did a contract made between 
the United States and Virginia bind the futur: 
people of Ohio? They were not parties to that 
deed. How could they be deprived of thei: 
equal rights in the Union as a sovereign Stat 
by a contract to which they were not parties 
Could a deed of cession made by Virginia to 
the United States be of greater force to curtai 
the rights of Ohio than an act of Congres: 
addressed directly to the people of Ohio and 
prescribing conditions of her admission into 
the Union which she seems to accept in ! 
| coming a State in pursuance of its provision 
|The Senator then quotes from the ordinance 
of 1787 and informs the Senate that this ord 
| nance contains a compact, a bargain, an agrec 
ment. With whom? The ordinance ot Lio: 
although called a compact, is a simple a 
| passed by the Congress of the United Stat 
under the Articles of Confederation ; nothin 
more. Who are the parties to that contract 
if it be a contract? Who have signed 
Nobody but the Presiding Officer. 

Now, I inquire whether an act of Congr 
passed before the Constitution of the | nited 
| States was formed can be construed by the hon 
| orable Senator from Ohio as of more binding 

force on the people of his own State or of any 
| other State than an act of Congress passed 
after the Constitution was formed ? ' 

But with whom was such contract made? | 
is supposed to have been made between thi 
| Government of the United States and thi 
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rganic at 
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3 had f the northwestern territory, a vast 
U of country not then inhabited, only 
I] ted by the cavages of the forest and a 
ling trappers aud hunters. In view 

facts, can it be pretended that that 
reain entere rd into between — or 
or Hh and the rnment of 
tates ? Congress declares in these 
inic acts that the provision of an act 
{ Coneress under the Gonlederated G 
| be of binding force over the } 

framed aconstitu- 


mitte { into ne 


(rove 


ois 
i ‘ 





y i | 
have been 
an e ‘equ al member of hi 
er force this ordinance of 1787 
remises is due to the } sed ions O 
( anic act, the law of Congre: 


sGove ronment. 


t 
a ss declaring that 
rdi nance shi ill bind Ohio, and wou 
ly effective if the principl of the 


; } ] t +} + 
My nee aa been recited in the act withou 


Mr. 
answer does not in 
n the argument that I at 


1 
' 


Ac it seems to me, President, the Ser 


the slighte st aegree 

d to draw 

he fact that Congress began with the 

nission of Ohio to pass declarations funda- 

ntal that were intended to bind the people 

| States referred to, and has con 
1to enact 


1ed to in one form or another from 
i ‘hat period down to the 


tempt 
h 


al ‘ ? 
n t 


he future 


al present hour. It is 

w too late, as I think, for Congress to ignore 

$a ee If these acts of Congress have 

een sus stained uniformly from that period down 

e pre sent b y the courts of thee ountry, the 

clusion seems to me to be almost irresisti- 

le that they will so construe them in the future 

ind that this amendment would be binding on 
the State of Virginia. 

Mr. MORTON. I de sire very briefly to say 
hat I think the scope of the reason adduced 
y the Senator from Ohio covers main 
point that has been insisted upon in this debate 

th re gard to the power of The 
act of Congress which he refers to, author- 

the people of the ‘J erritory of Ohio to 

‘alla convention and form a State constitu- 

on for the purpose of being admitted into 
the Union, contains this provision: 


the 


Congress. 


ing 


‘And shall form for the paees of thes uid State a 

nstitution and State governn nt: Provided, The 

me shall be repub! ony and not repugnant to the 

t, linance of the 15th July, 1787, between the ori- 

il States and the people and States of the terri 

Ol tory northwest of the river Ohio.”’ 

"hat was accepted by the 

1 constitutes what the Senator calls a con- 

f, simp ly by the peop ae ) putting the 

ovision of the ordinance of 1787 probibiting 

avery into their constitution, oid one or two 

ther provisions. They accepted the condi- 

tion prescribed in the act authorizing them to 

rm a constitution by putting the required 
srovialnie into the constitution of the State 

and the Senator admits that that is 

contract. 

; Mr. THURMAN. The Senator is a little 

istaken in the point. Undoubtedly the State 

f Ohio did put into her constitution a provis 

ion against slavery; but the State of Ohio put 


people of ¢ hio, 


a vidins 


nothing in her constitution in regard to the 
propositions that are contained in that same 
article; but the convention that framed the 


stitution, 


after the constitution had been 
framed, by an ordinance assented to those prop- 
ositions contained in that seventh section. 
Mr. MORTON. So far as the proposition 
ferred to in the clause [ have 
concerned, they were to be embraced in the 
stitution, and they are. ‘hen there come 
tain propositions in recard the public 


re + won « 
just read at 


1 at is that were not embraced in the constitu 

; nof the State, but were put in an ordinance 

to be adopted by the convention that framed 

| e Constitution. Certainly that ordinance 
+ would have no higher character than the con 


would make no differ 
whether they were put into the constitu 

on Or put into the ordinance. ‘The 
admits that those things were binding 
Siate of Ohio 


Hitution itself, and it 
ence 
senator 
upon the 
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THE 


| ditions 


| ernment and the 


»Cor 


CONGRESSION 


lial 


allel. When Congress « came pass the first 
act authorizing the rebel States to call conven 
tions for the purpose of itutions 
with a view inserted 


this conditio 


forming 


restoration 


const 


to their they 








“That when the people of any one of said rebel 
States shall have formed a constitution of govern 
ment conformity with the Constitution of the 
Unit tes in M respects, framed by a conven 
tion lega e! ed by the male citizens of said 
otate ity-one years oldand upward, of whatever 
race, lor, or previous condition, who have been 
resident in th iid State for one year previous to 
the day of such election, and when such constitu- 
tionshall provide that the elective franchise shall be 
enjoyed by allsuch persons as have th ialification 
herein stated for electors of delegates, and when such 
constitution shall be ratified by a majority of the 
persons voting on the question of ratification who 

e qualified as above stated 

ind then it goes on to provide for the ad 
mission of the State. Up to this point the two 
eases are pre cisely parallel. In uch case the 
ditions provided by Congress were laid 
down in the acts of Congress authorizing con- 


ventions to be called. Hach State accepts by 
means of provisions in its constitution or ordi- 
lances passed by the convention framing the 
constitution. Now, if they were binding on 
the State of Ohio, as is conceded by the Sen 


ator from Ohio, they are | 


binding upon the 


State of Virginia. ‘The cases are parallel, and 
the reasoning is precisely the same. 
Mr. DAVIS. Iwill say but a single word 


in reply to my honorable friend from Indiana. 
He thinks the fundamental propositions im- 
posed by Congress upon the admission of 
Ohio are entirely parallel with the proposi- 
tion of the Se nator from Missouri now pend- 
ing before the Senate, and the conditions that 
vere attached to the reannexation, as it is 
termed, of South Carolina and North Carolina. 
There is this essential difference between the 
two cases: the compact between Ohio and the 
United States was in relation to property and 
property rights alone. The condition now pre- 
sented, and those napeeed upon the southern 
States, to which I have referred, are not con- 
referring to property or to property 
rights, but to political rights, to the conditions 
of sovereignty and power between the United 
States and those respec tive States. 

Now, my idea, in which I feel great conti- 
dence, is this: that the relations between every 
State in the United States and the Government 
of the United States are political; that they 
are provided for by the Constitution ; that they 
are formed wholly and in all their parts by the 
istitution. If you wish to rtain what 
those relations are, or their principle in regard 
to any you must look to the Constitu- 
tion and to the Constitution alone; because 
that is the power, and the only power, that can 
regulate those relations between the United 
States Government and the State government 

If you desire to modify or change the polit 
ical relations between the United States 
States you cannot produce 
that changeas between the United State 
ernment and any single State ; y cannot pro 
duce that change between the United States 
‘rmment and any number of States less 
than the whole, all the States must 
have perfectly equal relations with the United 
States Government. ‘The only way in which 
any modification can be made i by the 
idoption by Congress of the United States of 
fundamental conditions, but by an amendment 
of tl alone. I hold that that 
proposition is true, and that it cannot be re 
futed. Itisconstitutionally ti Allthe States 
in this Union are politically equal; allof then 
ame political rights under the ¢ 
and in the Union and are subject to 
political dats l'here 

no diflerence 
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no difte re and 

, between different States. If 

could 
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Here, Mr. Preside ont. isa matter of properti 
and property rights, the subject of propositions 
made and acece »pted betwegn the State of Ohio 
aud the United States Governme nt acting by 
Congress. ‘They do not come in the form ot 
an amendmen Vhey 
not come in the form of an act of Con 


t of the Constitution. | do 


passed by Congress by its own power ales 
the Constitution, without the consent of th 


»of Ohio. On the contrary, it is a delib 
proposition of terms by one party to 
ther party, both parties having equally t! 
ght to propound, to accept, or to reject ¢ 1 

in other words, it comes up in the form 

of a contract made between the United St 
Government and the State of Ohio 

| was struck by the boldness, I will not 
the audacity of the suggestion of my friend 
from Indiana the other day, that whenever 
Congress had the power to confer a right upon 
any State or upon any people of the United 
States it had necessarily the power to protect 
the people in the exercise of that right. That 
is true sub modo, but not true in the form in 
which my honorable friend stated it. The only 
protection which Congress and the General 
Government can give where it has conferred 
rights is by auxiliary legislation. It may pas 
laws necessary and proper to carry the enum 
e ae powers of Congress into execution. |! 

‘annot directly and of its own action apply or 
administer the remedy. It can do it in 
form whatever except to pass laws in the naturs 
of auxiliary or incidental legislation, and these 
auxiliary laws that are intended to enforce the 
execution or the enjoyment of enumerated 
powers and rights must themselves be in strict 
conformity to the Constitution. They may be, 
and they have been in forty instances and 
many more than forty instances in the last four 
or tive years flagitiously unconstitutional. 

Now, sir, how is a person who is entitled to 
the primary right, or the right under the pri 
mary power, to receive the benefit of this aux 
iliary legislation? Like all the legislation of 
Congress, like all the laws of the United Stat 
these auxiliary laws are to be applied through 
and by the courts. There is no mode by which 
Congress can execute its own laws. The propo 
sition of my honorable friend from Indiana 
comprehended that anomaly and that great 
and unconstitutional danger, that Congre 
itself having conferred rights had the power to 
see that those rights were properly enjoyed 
and that it had the power directly by its « 
action, by its own operatio: ¥ to see that those 
rights were properly enjoyed a1 nd that all ob 
stacles to their enjoyment were removed. Sir, 
Congress has no such power. That would be 
usurping the power both of the executive and 
judicial departments, pro tanto. It would bi 
simply adjudging by Congress, Congress hay 
1g Pp assed the law, whether it conformed to 
he Constitution or not, and with the execut 
magistrates of the Government to proceed to 
execute the law. It would bea 
bination in Congress, as relate 
ters, of all the powers of 
would, pro tanto, constitute a most unmixed 
despotism, an absolute despotism. 

Sir, whenever it shall be necessary for Con 
fifteenth idment, o1 


erate 


‘ 


no 


wr 


| 
imple eon 
to those mat 


Government, and 


gress to enforce the ame! 

to aid in the execution of any congressional 
powers enum rated in the Constitution in the 
original text or any of the amendments, it must 


come up with its proposition, just as any othe: 
law passes, and pass an auxihary act for th 
according to all the 


purpose thro igh Congress 
forms of its legislation under the Constitution 


When thas act is passed it can be applied o 
by the court: he courts will judge whe 
this auxiliary legislation is valid or not 
other words, the y will judge whether th 
lation is in pursuance of the Constitution, « 


whether it is unauthorized by it. 


in pursuance of the Constitutse n the court 
lecide it and the whole law falls a dead letter 
it is no more a law than if the paper upon 
vhich it is writte were blank Th law, then, 
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of auxiliary legislation is submitted to the cir- 
cuit or district courts first, and from there, 
upon appeal or writ of error, to the Supreme 
Court. Ifthe Supreme Court decides that that 
auxiliary legislation is in conflict with the Con 
‘Litution it is null and void. 

The subjects of contract between Ohio and 
the General Government were totally different. 
‘They were not in relation to political rights 
and duties and obligations respectively between 
the United States Government and what would 
he the new State of Ohio. If they had been 
they would have been absolutely null and void. 
| believe they are not called fundamental con- 
ditions in the legislation in relation to Ohio ; 
that is an advance, | believe, of the present day 
in language if notin idea; but suppose Con 
gress had imposed as a fundamental condition 
that the State of Ohio should come in with a 
single member of the Senate, | ask any Sen 
ator here if such a proposition as that, even 


the matter. It would create no confusion, no 


anarchy, no blending of the different powers | 
of Government which the Constitution itself | 


| classified into three—legislative, executive, and 


| ject, the subject of these conditions would | 


judicial; but just as in any other case of judi- 
cial power, a judicial question, a judicial sub- 


|| have been brought by the United States in its 


if made to Ono with full hberiy on ber part |! 


to receive or reject it, and she had received tt, 
would have the least obligation on that State ? 
Suppose that the fundamental condition had 
been that Ohio should come into the Union 


with the power to vote only half the number | 


of electoral votes in proportion to her popula- 
tion, or a thousand other propositions that | 
might imagine, would any of them be deemed 
by any rational mind, even if accepted by the 
State,to have the least obligation? Not at all. 

But here there are certain property rights 
within the limits of the proposed State of Ohio 
that belong to the United States. Its govern- 
ment makes overtures, propositions of contract 
in relation to that property and those property 
righis, to the State of Ohno. Those proposi- 
tions, even though accepted, in no degree im- 
pair or allect the equal sovereiguty of the State 
of Ohio as a State in the Union. 

imply to property that exists or that is to 
arise from the sale of the public lands within 
the proposed State. ‘The Senator from Indi- 
ana inquires what is to become of those prop- 
ouitions, of those terms of agreement between 
the State of Ohioand the United States? There 
is the plainest answer in the world to that 
question. 

Mr. MORTON, Will the Senator allow me 
to ask him a question ’? 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORTON. I wish to ask him if the 
propositions or conditions contained in the act 
of Congress authorizing Ohio to form her con- 
sutation did notembrace propositions in regard 
to property which were to be answered by an 
ordinance, but also embrace conditions in 
regard to civil rights, the existence of slavery, 
which were to be provided for by the constitu 
tion of Ohio? 

Mr. DAVIS. I will answer that question. 
All that matter was provided for by the ordi- 
nance of 1784 first, and afterward by the ordi- 
nanee of 1787, and the existence and validity 
of that ordinance is recognized by the Consii- 
tution itself. The Constitution recognizes the 
existence and the obligation of all contracts to 
which the United States had been previously a 
party. Now, sir, if this contract is not kept 
by Ohio the plain remedy of the United States 
Government is by suit in the Supreme Court. 


Here is our Constitution defining what is the | 


judicial power of the Government, and it ex- 
pressly enumerates and directs that that judi- 
cial power shall extend to all cases to which 
the United States or any State may bea party, 
Chere is an express provision to that effect. 
If that ordinance had not been faithfully kept by 
Ohio, but had been broken in any of its terms, 
the remedy of the United States was to have 
brought suit against the State of Ohio in the 
Supreme Court, alleging the breach of the com- 
pact, and that court has the « xpress and ample 


power by the Constitution to afford the remedy. | 


That remedy would imply no combination 
of all the powers of the Government, execa 
tive, legislative, and judicial, in the hands of 
Congress. It would involve no despotism in 





‘They relate | 


own suil against the State of Ohio in the 
Supreme Court, and would there have been 
argued, considered, adjudged, and executed, 
just as rights between individuals are instead 


State. . 

Mr. THURMAN. 
to say a very few words in correcting the mis- 
apprehensions of the Senator from Indiana in 
regard to what | said before. He seems to 
have understood me as expressly admitting 
that the provisions of the ordinance of 1787 
are still binding on the State of Ohio. I cer- 
tainly did intend to admit that all the prop- 
erly provisions of that ordinance are binding 
on Ohio; but in regard to the political pro- 
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Mr. President, I desire || 


visions of that ordinauce | did not intend to | 


make either an admission or a denial of that 
proposition. As is well known tothe Senator 


from ludiana, the question whether the ordi- | 


nuuce of 1787 in its political provisions is 


| binding on the States that were embraced 


| judicial determination has been had. 


within the northwestern territory is a question 
that has been very greatly discussed, perhaps 
never so greatly discussed in favor of the affirm - 
ative of the proposition as by the present Chief 
Justice ofthe United States in a case pending 
some years ago in the Supreme Court of the Uni- 


ted States. It has been discussed in the supreme | 
court ofmy own Stateagainandagain; butsome- | 
how or other the court has always shrunk from | 


deciding it; and so when it was discussed in 
the Supreme Courtof the United States, in the 


case to which | refer, in the opinion of that | 


court, delivered by Mr. Justice Woodbury, that 
question is set aside as not affecting the decis- 
ion of that particular case; so that the ques- 
tion is Jeft in great obscurity or doubt so far as 
| believe 
that lately some courts, inferior courts perhaps, 
have decided it contrarily ; some one way and 
some another. 

sut [do not propose to go into any disecus- 
sion of the point whether or not the political 
provisions of the ordinance of 1787 are binding 


| on the northwestern States now further than 





to simply state the argument. The argument 
against their being binding is that that was an 
ordinance simply for the government of the 
northwestern territory while it remained a ter- 
ritory, aud to be regarded, so far as its political 
provisions were concerned, as alaw governing 
& territory, or a compact with the people of 
that territory; and it was said that whenever 
a State was formed out of the territory and 
admitted into the Union upon an equal footing, 
by the express terms of the act, with the ort- 
ginal States, then whatever any original State 
might do in regard to political affairs this newly 
admitted State might do. On the other hand, 
it was held that looking at the cession by Vir- 
ginia, the provisions in the ordinance of 1784 
and the ordinance of 1787, the very striking 
fact that those ordinances were assented to by 
Virginia, and then the further fact that a pro- 
vision inthe Constitution of the United States, 


to which the learned Senator from Kentucky | 
| has referred, seemed to give the sanction and | 


| authority of the I'ederal Constitution itself to 


the ordinance ol 


| it has been argued with great force that even 


| the political provisions of the ordinance of | 


| Senate was this: 


1787 are binding on the States formed out of 
the northwestern territory. 

But itis not material to my purpose whieh 
one of these interpretations is correct. ‘The 
point to which I called the attention of the 
that in the act for the admis- 
siou of Ohio, which has been cited, and in 
referring to this ordinance of 1787, looking at 
that and reading it by that, there was no 


« 


\787—in view of those facts | 











| prescribed in the instrument, 





January 20. 


assumption by Congress, no pretense of 
assumption of a right in Congress, by its ou, 
inherent power—lI do not like that word ee 
herent’’ in regard to Congress; it has no 
ent powers—by its own constitutional powers 
impose a fundamental condition upon a Si. 
that would limit the political sovereienyy - 
that State so that it would not be equal to ‘ 
of any of the original thirteen States ,/ 
Union. So far from that being the ease. \) 
very act for the admission of Ohio declar 


an 


Inher 


| 


st | that she should be admitted upon an o, 
of rights between the United States and the |! 


footing in respect to sovereignty, indepey 
ence, and rights with the original States jy, 
respects whatsoever; thus expressly declari i 
that there was no right of sovereignty, NO rig 
to be independent, no right whatsoever +), 
any one of the original States possessed 4), 
the State of Ohio did not possess after 
became a member of the Union. 

I think my friend from Indiana is whoj) 
mistaken in supposing that that is a para! 


|| case with the present; that that would in»), 


wise justify the amendment offered by ;/, 
Senator from Missouri to this bill. 1 ali (, 
attention of the Senate once more to the {\ 
that, expressed in its simplest terms, the amen 
ment of the Senator from Missouri is siin: 
this: that Congress has the right to limit ; 
power of a State in amending her own Sty 
constitution by its mere legislation, by a m: 
statute imposed by its own authority. 

If this doctrine is true, when we adm: 
State we are not atall bound to admit her upoy 
an equal footing with the original States; 
may have a Union of wholly unequal Stat 
If you can say that no State shall change he 
constitution so as to deprive anybody who } 
that constitution is now entitled to ex®yei- 
the right of suffrage of that right, you may 
with equal propriety make it a fundamen 
condition that she shall deprive somebody | 
the right of suffrage. 

If you can say to the State of Virginia, ** \ 
shall never change your constitution so as to 
deprive the people who according to its pre 
ent terms are entitled to the suffrage of tha: 
suffrage,’’ you have an equal right. to say to 
the State of Virginia, ‘It is a fundamen 
condition upon which you are admitted the 
you shall disfranchise every man who was en 
gaged in the rebellion.’’ You have as much 
right to do the one as the other. You may go 
further than that. Why, sir, [ will not put 
extreme a case as was suggested by my trien« 
from Kentucky. Would any man stand up 
here and say that you could make it a funda 
mental condition that the State should surren 
der the right to have two Senators on the tloo: 
and be content with one? No one would con 
tend for such a thing as that. Why not? The 
Constitution says in express words that tl 
Senate shall consist of two Senators from each 
State; and it goes further and declares that no 
State shall be deprived of its equal represen! 
ation in the Senate, and no amendment shal! 
be made to the Constitution to deprive the Stat’ 
of that right without its consent, Why is 1! 
that you cannot make it a fundamental condi 
tion that a State shall agree to have but one 
Senator? Because such a condition would be 
in conflict with the Constitution of the United 
States. 

But take it as the case of a Representative 
The Constitution provides that representation 
shall be according to a certain basis that is 
Have you aty 
right to say toa State, ** You shall agree to 
come in here with a less representation than 
that constitutional basis will allow you?’’? No 
one will contend for any such thing as that; 
and yet the right of a State to representation 


'in the House of Representatives, its right to 


Senators here, is no more sacred than 15 Ils 
right under the Constitution of the United 
States to regulate suffrage in the State. Until 


| you shall have amended the Constitution of the 
United States so as to place limits upon that, 
until you shall have amended the Constitution 
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at respect, it is one of the reserved rights 
the States, and is just as sacred as if it were 
ten in so many words in the Constitution, 
+ every State shall regulate the question otf 
race for itself. 
Now, that being the case, I say that if you 
jertake to attach a fundamental condition 
as this, the next thing you may do will 
, to attach a fundamental condition that a 
grate shall permit Chinamen to vote, or that 
it shall permit women to vote, or that it shall 
-eyer torbid Chinamen or forbid women to 


VOU 


Mr. President, it seems strange to me to 
have to argue against such a proposition as 
hat. It seems strange that any one could sup- 
nose that Congress has the power to limit the 
oht of a people to amend their own State con- 
‘tution, to limit it beyond the limitations im- 
nosed upon it by the Constitution of the United 
states, If that is the case | want to know in 
yen's name Whatisthe use of talking about 





State independence at all? lave we got that 
far that the States are reduced to the condition 
f eounties, and that Congress can mold even 
heir fundamental law according to its mere 
will: that it is mere clay in the hands of the pot- 
ter,and that you can turna State out ofthe Union 
that never in fact was out on some condition, 
orturn its government out, and then not admit 
‘tagain to its rights, not restore it at all to its 
rights until you have molded and fashioned 
‘ts fundamental law—the constitution—to suit 
your own peculiar notions? 

If this ean be done, Mr. President, by one 
party it can be doné by another. Notwith- 
tanding the great power of the party that is 
now dominant in this country it must remember 
that other parties have been equally powerful, 
and that in the history of free governments no 
party ever had a perpetual duration. ‘The very 
ame precedents that you are making now will, 

they are sanctioned, be followed by your sue- 
and what you now consider a result 
most desirable to be attained may be reversed 


cessors 5 


and the very opposite of it forced to your own | 


lips. I, for one, stand upon the doctrine, im 
pregnable as a rock, that you can put no limit- 
ations upon the power of a State except such 
is are placed upon it by the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I desire to 
correct a statement of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. Lunderstood the Senator from Kentucky 
to endeavor to turn my position upon the 
ground that the ordinance of 1787 was recog- 
uized by the Constitution of the United States. 
lf there be any provision in the Constitution 
ofthe United States recognizing that ordinance 
{ would thank the Senator to refer to it. That 
ordinance was passed at the same time that the 
constitutional convention was in session, and 
the ordinance was re@nacted by the first Con 
gress that met, and I think that was the fourth 
act of Congress that was enacted under the 
present Constitution of the United States. It 
was not reaffirmed by the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will read the clause to the 
honorable Senator if he will permit me. 

Mr. MORTON. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. ‘All debis contracted and 
engagements entered into before the adoption 
of this Constitution shall be as valid against 
the United States under this Constitution a 
under the Confederation. ”’ 

Mr. MORTON. I was just going to refer to 
that provision. That clearly had reference to 
the debt which had been contracted before that 
time, and to the obligations which had been 
entered into by the Congress of the Confedera 
tion. 


The ordinance of 1787 was not a debt, 
nor did it create an engagement. Ii takes two 
parties to make a debt or to make an engage- 
ment or contract. ‘The contract, so to speak, 
or the compact between the Government and 
the people of the Territory of Ohio, was not 
entered into until after the passage of the act 





of Congress of 1800 authorizing them to form 
a constitution, because that made the proposi- 
tion on the part of the Government of the 
United States which was afterward accepted 
on the part of the people of Ohio some ten or 
twelve years after the adoption of the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 

Mr. DAVIS. L ask the honorable Senator if 
the ordinance of 1787 was not agreed to both by 
Virginia and the Continental Congress, and this 
made inthe form ofacontract? The ordinance of 
1787 was a compact, an agreeement, a contract 
between the State of Virginia and the Congress 
of the Confederation. It has been a good while 
since [ read either the compact of 1784 or of 
1787, but I think the compact of 1787 is substan- 
tially in confirmation of that of 1784 ; and cer 
tainly if the ordinance of 1784 and the ordi 
nance of 1787 were agreed to both by the State 
of Virginia and by the Congress of the Con 
federacy these words will embrace it: ‘‘all 
debts contracted and engagements entered into 
before the adoption of this Constitution.”’ My 
position is that the Congress of the Confed 
eracy and the State of Virginia made an agree 
ment, and that that agreement is evidenced 
and established by these two compacts ; and it 
being an agreement entered into by Congre 
before the adoption of the Constitution, it ex- 
pressly comes within the language of this clause 
of the Constitution, and is confirmed by it. 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator's position can 
not be right, for two or three reasons. First, 
the act of cession made by the State of Vir 
ginia to the Congress of the Confederation | 
think was in 1734. The ordinance of 1787 wa 
passed three years afterward, so that any terms 
or conditions of the ordinance of 1787 could 
not have been in contemplation in the act of 
cession which took place three years before 
that time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
before that. 

Mr. MORTON. The act of cession wa 
before that, but it was accepted, I think, in 
1784. The act of cession did not contain these 
conditions. I have frequently heard it said in 
political discussions, I think in 1860, that the 
ordinance of 1787 was simply carrying out the 
act of cession of Virginia made, I think, in 1755. 

Mr. HOWARD. Seventeen hundred and 
eighty-four. 

Mr. MORTON. I never knew how that 
misconception got into the Democratic mind. 
I had to meet it and contradict it very many 
times. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator from 
Indiana allow me to interrupt him just on 
moment to state my recollection on that sub- 
ject? It has been some time since I looked 
into it, but I think I understand it. The ord 
nanee of 1787 provided for various matters 
which were not provided for in the deed of 
cession, of a political character, and so did 
the ordinance of 1784. The delegates from 
Virginia voted for both ordinances, but, a 
ecrding to my recollection, inasmuch as there 
were provisions in the ordinance which were 
not in the deed of cession, the General As- 
sembly of Virginia passed a resolution agree- 
ing to the provisions contained in the ordi- 
nance of 1787. That is my impression. 

Mr. MORTON. Iwas not aware of that act 
of the Legislature of Virginia; but it is a mat 
ter of no possible importance in the consider 
ation of this question. 

When Virginia ceded that territory to the 
Congress of the Confederation she made no 
condition except that it should be organized 
into republican States. The ordinance of 1787 
afterward made certain provisions in regard to 
the settlement of that territory. At that time 
it was all one territory, ‘the territory north 
west of the river Ohio,”’ and afterward up to 
1787, there was no contract, there was no en- 
gagement, there was no stipulation ; but after 
ward, when that territory came to be carved 
into States, the State of Ohio was cut out of it 
in 1800 by act of Congress authorizing the 


The act of cession ws 
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people of that territory to form a i 
Then certain conditions were proy rile 
the people of the Territory of Ohio 

were to accept either in an ordinans 
constitution, and at that time the ff 
ments were made. This provision o| 
stitution has no reference to the 
1787, and it has no reference to thi 


} 


matters contained in the act of Conger 
1800, authorizing the people of Ohio to 
and form a constitution. The ‘*debt’’ refi 
to here and the ‘‘ engagements’ referred | 


were those that had been entered into by 
Confederation, and it declares they h 

as valid against the United States under th 
constitution as under the Confederation 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the 
allow me to ask him 

Mr. MORTON, 

Mr. DAVIS. 
a proposition to the Continental Congr 
relation to property and the Continental C 
gress had accepte 1 the proposition ; or su} 
the other hand, that C had 
made a proposition to Virginia and Virgini 
had accepted the proposition in relation to 
property, in either state of the case would 
not be an engagement, a contract? 

Mr. MORTON. It is a contract executed 
30 far as the territory northwest of the Ohio 
concerned, It had passed as fully 
and completely from the State of Virginia in 
i787 as in 1870, Virginia having parted with 
all title and control over that territory in 1784 
She had ceded it, and ceded it upon the single 
condition that it was to be cut up into State 
that were to be republican States, without 
other stipul itions in regard to them. L have 
taken more time, Mr. President, than I in 
tended 

ihe 


-% 
honoral i 
& question { 
Certainly 


had bilak 


Sup} ose Virginia 


pose, on ongre 


river wa 


VICK PRESIDENT. 
on agreeing to the 


from Missouri. 


i 


Mr. DRAKE 


lhe que tion 1 
amendment of the Senator 


On that question I call f 


the yeas and nay 
lhe yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. PRUMBULL. I should like to inquire 


‘ ‘ the 
al tO ile 
Senate o1 


condition of the bill. Is it in the 
in Committee of the Whole? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. _ It is in the Sen 
ate. It has been reported from the Committers 
of the Whole, and the amendment of the Sen 
ator from Vermont [ Mr. Kpwunpbs] has been 
coneurred in. 


Mr. HOWARD. I do not wish to prolon; 
this discussion ; but as bearing somewhat upon 
the que tion of interposinge safecuards in ou 
legislation here ! | to send to the Chair 
telegram which I have just received from an 


intellicent friend of mine in Atlanta, Georgia, 


ind | the indulgence of the Senate to have 
it read, sl ing the condition of things in 
G It is interesting to us all. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
| 1 the paper, unless objection be made. 
The Chief Cle d follo 
\TI ra, Gi ‘ Jaauary 20, 1870 
D rk: Knowing the deep interest u feel in 
the oper mand effect of the late “act to promote 
the reconstruction of Georgia,” in the passage « 
which you took su listinguished and effeetiv« 
| t, i ta he tibert mmunicating & few fact 
in relation to the present politieal situation in thi 
State. Amid the conflicting and doubtful statement 
olthe newspapers, allected and controlled by partisan 
spirit, the e neln I mit iiialspectator upon 
the spot, with ample opportunities of observation, 
| hope will prove of interest as wellas useto yourself, 
he first ttact which almost immediately strike 


his State is the fact that the whol 

divided, politieally and socially, 
, the one loyal and in favor of the 
Government, and the other opposed 
yand entertsining nd implacable hatred 


attention in Ui 
community here i 
Into two part 
United State 


‘ a hitter 


for it. When | say they are thus opposed to th 
United State Giovernment Ldo not meant 1@ pl 
ent Administration alone, but the very Government 
itself. Nowmatter how represented, they hate it, it 
flag, and all that appertainstoit. Itistruethey call 
themselves Democrats, in order to nomi ' lentil 
themselv« with the p rty of that n ‘ t ! i 
so give themselvesan appearanceol b a national 
party: but this is a mere cover to their real 
sentiments, and I verily lit thal l the honest 
Democrats of the North k Ty know, the 


these men, ‘they would indignantly 


real spirit of 
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change their name rather than share it with them. 
When the late Georgia act was passed, ite first effect 
was to quiet and subdue the rebel clement to agrent 
extent: but it was not very long before they regained 
agreat portion oftheir audacity. They had sueceeded 
o well before in nullifying and rendering powerless, 
in all itsimportant features, the former bill that 
they took courage and immediately began to look 
about for some means, however desperate, to over- 
ride the provisions of the present actand seize upon 
the State government. 

The bill was, however, so skillfully drawn, and was 
» far-reaching in its requirements, that no othe 
levice could be found to defeat its operation but the 
desperate and infamous one of concerted and delib- 
erate perjury, Their leaders, some of them high in 
position and influence, openly advised such a plan 
of operation: inducements, promises, and threats 
were freely offered to lead to the desired result. 
Phen the newspapers, veiling their advice under a 
very thin disgui throuch which each repulsive 
feature of criminal intention was clearly seen, advo 
cated this policy of perjury. A deliberate conspiracy 
was formed to seize upon the State government, the 
leading feature of which was that the Democratic 
members of the General Assembly and such other 
whom, like Bryant, they could purchase and intimi 
late, should one and all whether disqualified or not, 


walk up and take the oath prescribed by the a 


knowing that by so doing they could gain the control } 


of the Legislature, and, just as they did before, snap 
their fingers in the tace of the United States Govern- 


ment, and do as they pleased. Sach was the plan of 
operation decided upon by th conspirators, Al 
thouch all this was quite apparent, being s matter 


‘ f public tree*t-talk on their part, yet | must conte 
that | did not believethey woulddare to carry itout, 


{ did not think that the men weuld beso lost to all 
feelings of honor—and you know we hear a great 
deal of “‘soathern”’’ honor, chivalry. and all that 
uid self-respect as to deliberately, and with ofiieta! 
records to prove tt in mo 1 , commit perjury 
But from the firet day of the convening of the Gen 
eral Assembly all doubts were at an end, J was 
present in the house and saw there men, one after 
nother, walk up and with their hands on the ILols 
bible awear to what they knew to be filee and had 
not General ‘Lerry, who is possessed of wisdom and 
gacity us well as patriotism, intervened and organ 
jved a bonrd to inquire into the eligibility of those 
persons the aet of December 22, 1869, would have 
been of no more account than so much blank paper. 
dieneral Terry is doing right; he should not be in- 
rfered with. No otber course of action than that 
vhich he has adopted can reach the case and defeat 


the objeets of the conspirators. i lope that Congress | 


itstand firm, that none of its members will be 


fiuenced by the stale and oft repeated ery that the | 


niiliter hould not interfere in the affairs of this 
tate, military despotism, andallthat. L solemnly 


ire you thatif not directly sustained by the strony 


irin Of military power the net of December 22,1864, | 


rany other act which Congress may pessa, will not 
ve worth the paper on which tt is printed. 
Phe truth is that the State of Georgia iv to-day just 
much ins vie of rebellion as ever it was, and 
suld be treated hy Conere accordingly. Neither 
liftener property tssafle here; thates, it you are guilty 
of being a Republican, Betore | camesouth I treely 
confess that L had the idea, slinved by most people 


North, that the so-called Ku-Kiux outrages were 
} ! 


yreatly enlarged and colored up for political pur- | 
poses; but the half has not been told. General | 
it 


rerry’s report presents the truth. If anything, 
sdloes notdrawthe picture rank cnouet 
floping you will pardon the Jength of this letter, 
nd with the most sine wishes tor your continued 
perity, both personally and politically, L remain, 


our most obedient seryan( 

tion. Jacon M. Howarnp, Nenator from Michigan, 

Mr. HOWARD. That is enough. 

Mr. THURMAN. 1 desire to know from 
whom that telegram comes. 

Mr. CONKLING obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOWARD. Lam very well acquainted 
with the gentleman who is the author of the 
letter, but T do not choose now to give the 
name. 

Mr. CASSERLY and Mr. THURMAN, It 


is anonymous. 


Mr. HOWARD. No; it comes from a re- | 


sponsible souree, a very highly respectable and 
intelligent gentleman who resides in Atlanta. 
Ile chooses to have his name suppressed be- 
cause it might endanger his personal safety, as 
every gentleman will at once see. 

Mr. THURMAN, How many more of these 
ANONYMONS Communications are we to have? 

Mr. HOWARD. It is not anonymous; it is 
signed by a responsible party. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from New York was recognized, but yielded 
for this colloquy. 

Mr. DAVIS. | want to ask i single ques 
tion, | want to ask it | unde rstand ihat com 
munication aright to recite that every voter 
walked up with his hands upon the Holy Bible 
to the polls? [Laughter. } 





Mr. DRAKE. No; the members of the 
Legislature. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. If the Senator from 
New York will allow me, I wish to ask a ques- 
tion of the Senator from Michigan, and that is 
this: whether the writer of that letter resides 
in the State of Georgia, and, if so, how long 
has he resided there? 

Mr. HOWARD. He resides in the State 
of Georgia, and has resided there for several 
years; how many years I am not able to say. 
| am very well acquainted with him. Heisa 
gentleman and in every sense perfectly respons- 
ible for what he says. 

Mr. MORTON. I desire to state that I have 
received several dispatches since yesterday at 
noon containing substantially the same state- 
ments, and adding the additional fact that it 
was known that a large fund had been contrib- 
uted for the purpose of defending against pros- 
ecutions for perjury those men who might 
take the oath and enter the Legislature. These 
dispatches come from gentlemen of high re- 
spectability whom I know very well, but whose 
names [ will not give. 

Mr. DRAKE. Will the honorable Senator 
from New York allow me to say a word here? 
The Democratic Senators need not trouble 


| themselves about the revelations contained in 
|| this letter; they need not spring to their feet 


and demand the authorship of the letter with 
so much earnestness. It only recites an old 
and familiar rebel proceeding. Why, sir, five 


| years ago, when in the State of Missouri we 
| had to vote upon a constitution which dis- 
| franchised rebels, perjury in taking the oath 


that was to entitle a man to vote upon it was 
openly ineuleated in the public prints and put 
in actnal practice by thousands of men, and it 
was openly proclaimed in the public prints 
that it was not only an act of virtue in men to 
commit perjury for that purpose, but absolutely 
an act of piety toward God; and now the gen- 


| lemen on the other side need not be con- 


cerned about this new development of the old 
rebel doctrine in Georgia. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Will the Senator from 
Missouri allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. DRAKE. Certainly. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I understand him to say 
that thousands of these men took the oath and 
perjured themselves. 

Mr. DRAKK. In Missouri, five years ago ; 
yes, sir. 

Mr. CASSERLY. How is it, then, that so 


large a portion of the people of the Senator’s | 
| State continued to be disfranchised ? 


Mr. DRAKE. Because they could not get 
enough of them to vote against the constitution 
to vote it down. ‘They came within eighteen 
hundred and sixty-two votes of it, but they did 
not get enough to vote it down. But for the 
adoption of that constitution the loyal men of 


Missouri would have been struggling with the | 


rebel element as those of Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky and Maryland are struggling to-day. 
Gentlemen need not be concerned about the 
rebel device of perjury to get to vote and to 
hold political power breaking out anew in 


| Georgia. It is an old thing with which those 
| gentlemen ought historically to have become 


familiar before now. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from New York yield ? 

Mr. CONKLING. I hope the Senator will 
excuse me now. I rose not to speak on the 
pending telegram from Georgia, but to make 
an observation in reference to the pending 
amendment touching Virginia, and if my hon- 
orable friend will allow me to conclude that 
remark | promise it shall be brief. F 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CONKLING,. Mr, President, the pend- 


ing amendment calls upon every Senator to 
express an opinion upon a question of much 
gravity, without regard to its relation to Vir- 
ginia. ‘The inquiry is, whether a condition, 
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termed now ‘‘a fundamental condition.» 
abridging the political powers of a State 
of right be imposed by act of Conerece° 
state the question otherwise, if Co 
fixes upon a State obligations not 
the Constitution of the United St 
obligations bind the State after she 
in all things a State in the Union? 
tion has been debated, doubtingly a 
dently, now and then for days, 
it the other evening my honorable frien, 
Wisconsin [Mr. Howe] referred to C 
entrance to the Union. 
like instances in which he deems the questo; 
to have been presented. The compact w th 
California touched navigable rivers and py})\:. 
| lands; and no Senator can be ignorant 
history, of which there is no lack, of com; 
with States relating to subjects such ag thece 
_ The right of States to impose taxe 
mail-coaches carrying the mails, the ry 
States to impede navigation upon navieah), 
rivers, the right of States unequally to tax oj; 
zens of the United States being non-resiey, 
owners of property, the right to interfere ; 
various ways with the freedom and the inteyos: 
of commerce—these things and others w 
have frequently been carried into econditio, 
agreed upon on the one side by the Unit, 
States and on the other by an incoming mex, 
If the question present 
now were covered, in reason or example, | 
instances like these, the mode to which 4) 
honorable Senator from Iowa [Mr. Hania) 
has resorted of resolving his doubts won| 
effectual and sufficient. 
stances—in the case of Nebraska, which, \ 
my imperfect knowledge, I must affirm wa: 
first attempt in the present direction, ani 
instances since the case of Nebraska— 
| ions have been proposed giving rise te doul, 
grave in character, doubts to which [ suby 
the older precedents cited afford no ade 


In Considerjy,., 


He alluded to Othe; 


ber of the Union. 


But in very recent 


I happen to have before me the case of Al, 
bama—the act for her formation and admi 
It contains the language I read: 

“The following propositions are hereby offered t 
the convention of the said Territory of Alaba 
when formed, for their free acceptance or rejec 
which, if accepted by the convention, shall he ob 
atory upon the United States.” 


Passing over other ‘ propositions,” 


*‘And that ail navigable waters within the s 
State shall forever remain public highways free | 
the citizens of said State and of the United Stat 
without any_tax, duty, impost, or toll therefor i 
| posed by said State.” _ 

I read these words foradouble purpose: first, 
to give an example of the subjects former) 
deemed appropriate elements of ‘* bargains, 
| as one Senator has called them, of fundamenta 
| conditions, as other Senators have called them, 
| between the United States and a State; ani 

second, I refer to them because the words and 

the inquiries they would naturally suggest hav: 
been presented to the Supreme Court of th 

United States, and undergone there elaborate 
Without commenting on the 
decision, | am going to read it in part as 
contribution, if not to the science of the ques 
tion before us, at least to the history in whic 
Senators have been seeking the forerunner 0! 
legislation such as the pending amendmen! 


consideration. 


Should it suggest that there is an unmistas 
able line of demarkation between 
| State to assent that a public river shall remai 
forever free to navigation, and an attempt! 
exact from a State a permanent surrender 0 
some portion of her sovereignty or municip: 
power, it may be of substantial value in ! 
solving doubts which seem to environ Us. 
read now the head-note of the case of Pollar: 
et al. vs. Hagan et al., reported in 3 Howard 
Supreme Court Reports; and 1 may say | 
not the only ease, though it is the only one 
have at hand, wherein the same or alike Iss 
was a point in judgment. 

* The stipulation contained in the sixth section ¢ 


The head-note 1s: 





i} Stat 
cir resp 
“The 
nder the 
the Umi 
pective 


hts, SOV 
etheorie 
‘The 


\ ereign! 


territory 0 
were form 
ox ute t] 


ud Geor 
cecuted 
eated by 


French re 


7 pon 


the right 


rarily 
state, N 


the publi 


| pass 
these th 
[hat 

nds is 0 

] ional ] 
} enbind 
jey cons 
Now | 
which tk 
the just 
materia! 
from the 
he dl at si 
hy any ( 
“Wher 
n é jual 
eeded t 
nd em 
ate ¢ ft { 
liminish 


! ( iC 
t 


tor the t 
Nothing 
re tern 
mdaif a 
e ngere 
ci ney 
ich stip 
tive, be 
hon il A 
ereig 
state | 
exp) 
‘xy 

{ cours 
Con, 
irsenal: 
{submi 
iow lor 
tances 
Senatol 
I Neb 
as 1 wil 
jects h 
current 
The 
roads, | 
have fi 
the rig’ 
erly e] 
power 
immur 
United 
restrict 
on the 
resultit 
ve four 
instanc 
enterir 
The 
ton of 
and th 
ompa 
ol com 
tent be 
soil un 


orto d 








20) 





‘mal 


Congr¢ , passe lon the 2d of Mai l, it’, 
imission of the State of Alabama into the 
amely, ‘that all navigable waters within 
hall forever remain public highways, 
aid State and of the United 


state 
— e citizen ot 
without any tux, duty, impost, or toll there- 
osed by said State,’ conveys no more power 
navigable waters of Alabama, to the Gov 
+ of the United States, than it poss es over 
ible waters of other States under the pro 
the Constitution. And it Jeaves as much 
the State of Alabama over them as the ori- 
ite posse over navi rouble W ( Wii hin 
e limit 
res of navigable waters, and the soil 
1em, were not granted by the Constitution 
» | ited States, but were resery ed to the States 
tively; and the new States have the same 
reignty, and jurisdiction over this subject 
ink il Sti ute : 
United States never held any municipal 
reignty, jurisdiction, or right of soil inand to the 
ritory of Which Alabama, or any of the new States 
rmed, except for temporary purposes, and to 
the trusts created by theacts of the Virginia 
1 Georgia iL egisltures, and the deeds of cession 
outed by them to the United States, and the trust 
L by the treaty of the 30th Ap ril, 180 , with the 
h republie ceding Louisiana, 
the admission of Alabama into the Union, 
ht of eminent domain, which had been te n 
rarily held by the United States, passed to the 
te, Nothing remained in the United States but 
iblie lands,’’ 


eorle 


ass over a portion of the note to read 
. three lines 
[hat part of the compact respecting the public 
is is nothing more than the exercise of a consti 
nal power vested in Congress, and would have 
nding on the people ofthe new States whether 
ynsented to be bound or not.’’ 
Now I turn to the opinion of the court, in 
ch the whole court concurred save one of 
» justices, who, upon points not I think 
iterial sce eae. Thisis a brief extract 
m the language of the court, which is ampli- 
lat some length, and its force isnot impaired 
ny other portion of the opinion : 
n Alabama was admitted into the Union on 
‘ il footing with the original States she suc- 
led to all the rights of sovereignty, jurisdiction, 
il ent i nna se h Georgia possessed at the 
{ the cession, except so far as this right was 
aiid he the bt tn lands remnining in the 
nand under the control of the United State 
e temp rary purposes provided for in the deed 
ion and the legislative acts connected with it. 
ing ren ined to the | nited States, according to 
terms of the agreement, but the public land 
tipulation had been inserted in 
ment granting the municipal right of 
y and eminent domain to the United State 
ipulation would have been void and moper 
. because the United States have no constitu- 
nal capaeity to exercise municipal jurisdiction, 
reignty, or eminent domain within the limits ot 
ate or elsewhere, except in the cases in which 
expressly granted,’’ 
lixpressly granted’’ by the Constitution, 
uurse ; thereby referring to the jurisdiction 
Congré in the Distriet Columbia, the 
nals, dockyards, &e. Now, Mr. President, 
bmit with deference, having onan occasion, 
long past, examined these statutory in 
ices and precedent ; with some care, that 
nators will find going back of the instance 
Nebraska that these fundamental conditions, 
will call them, have been confined to sub 
cts held to be within the exclusive or con 
rent jurisdiction of Congress. 
ie power to establish post offices and post 
, Ulustrated by instances in which States 
ave formally relinguished all pretension to 
the right to tax mail-coaches and other prop- 
we employed i in conveying the mails; the 
power to regulate commerce ; the guarantee of 
immunities and privileges to citizens of the 
nited States and of the several State: : the 
restrictions imposed by the Constitution itself 
on the several States ; these and other powers 
ulting to Congress from the Constitution, w ill 


found to explain and uphold the many olk ler rT 
tances of prefatory covenants made by Stat: 
ring the Union. 
he case in which I have read from the opin- 
of the Supreme Court, was such a one, 
he court reason to determine whether the 
* act was anything more than a regulation 
commerce. The court say that had its ex- 
been such as to attempt to deal with the 
lunderlying the waters of navigable streams, 
to deal with the sovereignty, ‘the municipal 


in expres 


} 
id 
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pow or Un emin i il which iInhereud 
=. . : 
in the State of Alabama, then the compact 
1 ha ; hrittl bee a ae 
wou nave peen a i Lie 4 i its term as 
a . : 
null as if there had been no compact at all. 
4 ] } 
But because the bject was o lying within 
: 
the yuri li tion of Co ogres \ itho it! fer ce 
to the compact, ergo, say he court, legisla 
tion and the particular form of legislation 
’ ‘ " . 
adopted was appropriate and competent. 
e's : <t Ay 
[ repeat, in conclusion, that I think Senators 


il i 
will find, whether they refer to the case of 
California or to any of the other « ases ante 


dating the admi 


ion of Nebra as the impre 
sion has been—I will not indulge now in an 
mim ntary upon the cor 
of the impree on—that such attempts 
upon the threshold « ompact 
with a State which were to endure after the 
State had passed the threshold of the 
were to be confined to subjects such a 
to en I have referred. 

If that be so I submit to the Senate that 
10se who doubt the right of Congress to legi 
now propo sed, those who doubt the 
validity of legislation like this, must look not 
to such precedents as are furnished either by 
the exceptional and peculiar history of the 
ordinance of L787, or to those instance: 
plentiful in number, of arrangements such a 
that to which the State of Alabama was a 
parry: We need broader pre cedent, W hee 
b ros id er found: ation of rea 
doctrine is to stand. 

Mr. HOWARD. Did no! the Supre me 
Court, in the case from which the Senator has 
read, uphold the statute as a constitutional 
tatute, and declare that the streams within 
the State of Alabama were public highways‘ 
Did the hold that they were private 


ways? Did it hold any other doctrine than 


argument or evenaec 
rectnes 


as this to make 


Union 
these 


ate as 


’ 


. or 4] ; 
oning, 1) ta hew 


court 


} 4] 7 ! ; er oa r 
that the navigable rivers in the State « Ala- 
] } ‘ r rH)i hial liy t t} 

aina were pupil higaways aecorain to the 


compact c 
Mr. CONKLING. 
! 


the honorable 


| endeavored to Late 
Senator may not have attended 
hie deci ion ( f the court. The book i he re, 
and I will hand it to him that by his better in 
1@ may correct me ut l am wrong 


1 7 ee ' 

Che court lecide i oe Red the : ittempt been 
y vest in the Unit df the power over the 
vil, the compact, being an act of Congr 


would have been 
id. Why? Deeause it would have infringed 
i vereignty, the municipal powei ,or 


the right of eminent domain which resided not 


A 
won Llba, 


in Congress, which under the Constitution 
eould nol be located with Congress even by y 
tipulation, but which resided indefeasibly in 
» of Alabama; and the court said that 

ct 


. E : ’ . 
ecause this particular clause of the comps 
' 
t 


related to a regulation of commerce, a to 
that only, because it fell within the purview 
, + ? +; 1 


of the constitutional power of Congre , which 
constitutional power, pro ns vice, would have 
been pt rfect without the e mpact an l was not 
aide d by it, the fore the co mpact was vyoou 
not by virtue of it ‘ nor by viz 

of the fact that it had been adopted and agreed 
to, but by virtue of the provision of the Con- 
stitution upon which it 
court said, wa one 
uphold it. That 
tand, 

Mr. HOWARD. Did the court 
power of a Government of the Unit 
is perfect in regard to a navigable stream as an 
instrument of commerce lying within the State 
of Alabama, and not passing out of it? Where 
do the court get such a doctrine as that ’ 

Mr. CONKL ING. I will not go through 
the whole case: itis a long one, [ have the 
book here to hand tothe Senator to correct me 
if I be wrong in my statement of the particu- 
lar point in judgment upon which I am com 
menting. There are many elements in the 
case: and if the Senator will take the trouble 
to read it he will see by what understanding 
of facts the court had appropriately before 
it the basis of the opinion which it pronounced ; 


own loree, 


3f00 l, and which, the 
without it and ample to 
the dec} i mm. A | ul ke l 





GLOBE. 


and the Senator will find that one point injud 
ment, to which th: — is largely directed, 
was whether the Stat Alabama lost ani 
thing or the Government of the t nited Stat 
gained anythir ng by the so-called fundamental 
compact t which had been established betw: 
them. 


‘ 


treatment ol 
itself upon tl 
( [ the it 
any additional power itused these words: ‘‘And 
if an expre ee had been inserted 
the agreement granting 


And the Senator will find also that in 


the municipal right of 
yvereignty and eminent domain to the United 
Stat such tipulation 
and inoperative.” 
Mr. HOWARD. I think that is a 


tatement of the principle. 
Mr. CONKLING. ‘The statement ot 


Mr. HOWARD. The 
Mr. CONKLING. I] 


an argument or 


statement of the court 
said that I did notintend 
even & commentary ; lr 
merely for the purpose of ¢ — ‘the attention 
ofthe Senate to one of these: lled e mpaci 
in which the court had ee n calle 

express and had expressed its opinion. I said 
also that [ brought in the case merely 
contribution of historical fac t, even though 
might not be a contribution to the science ot! 
the question, and might not aid any Senat 
in the determination which awaits i 


Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, the question 


pon to 


{ 
of the authority of thi oot ture to a 
fundamental conditions, permanent, lasting 
conditions, to the admission of a State into th 


; 
Union is still in controversy. As the honoral 
Senator from New York has. just 

iid the other evening tha 
authority 
Constitution it ws 


’ . 
had been exer 


remarked, | 
t whether we had that 

under jis) provisions of the 
is certainly an authority which 
ed almost as often, if not qui 


or nol 


as oft hn, as we have : audmitte d new Stati mt 
the Union. I did not recite all the instan 

1 a} ' 
in which that power had been exerted. i 


not propose now to add one to the instan 
whi h ] then referred ; but 1 rise 
ference to the authority. which has n 
been read by the Senator from New York, and 
which has been id here now not for the f 


} 

Lb pry LO 
! 

With I 


time, that | cited the acts of Congr to wh 
| alluded as evidence of what wa the Opin 
f+} » Conave YRS le] 
ol thost onegre es that passed them upo i 
question of power; and can I be mistaken 
when I say that nothing is clearer than tl 
the Cx neress wl h passe a bith 
Alabama, yn which the honora senate 
. 1 j 1 ‘ 1 

has just read, and the Cong hich pa 

° © ? ? 
the act from which I otner da 


admitting the State of ¢ 





were Lh ith exerti } the Con 

| on | | ite l to tl I taking fr 
4 1 J © 

t tal ol Alabama nia res} 

{ ‘ } t { } { } y } 
ively pow nicn t a | th f Mnaahit i 
CO lit on vO ld pe telb in ta 3 OLALE 

Mr. President, i ‘ clear to ny mind 
that the Congre of 1850 thought if they did 
not pass thi ct California would not come 
into the Union, and therefore t pass d it 

} ! 
and is } is clear to my mind that tha 
1 1 | } } 
( Oliv ti iit if thi y did not npose these 
{ } 7 He 4] Chas ay ee 
bunGAMeniai CONGILION he ota Ol ailornia 
would have power to impo taxes upon the 


use of their public highways, would have power 
would hav 
rs of land 


taxed the 


‘ . 4 . . “ . 
tax the Government domain, 


LW 
power Lo tax a are 


within tha 


sident propr a 
algae A han they 


re t propri ietor f land within the State 
and we oald have mit to do each one of th 
things which in these fundamental conditi 


should ney 
’ oP 
thought. 


. 4 + ) 
which admitted rye 


it was declared they 
what that Coners 

that Cong re 

Alabama thou 
condition the 
impo 
of its navigable river 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


duties and taxe 








ts imp ea n the commerce 
‘ i mauviy Lite il 
M HOW be lw just about to answer, 
not tl puest rol nator from Illinois, 
eanee tal ! I etotake up the time 
the Senate in i i” that que tion, by 
r that if Congress thought the Legislature 
i have that powe: then it is clear they 
uebt this fundamental condition ade 
»> deprive the State of if. | cite these 
ute l repent once more, as evidence ol 
} rs the Opt on of thre ‘veral Coneresse 
paveed them upon the question of consti 
t mal authorits 
Ir. CONKLIN 1 wish to ask the Sen 
nestion that Po may understand him | 
t | beervation was that it was clear 
that c% eas had acted under the impression 
vere receiving by these agreement: 
. \ biuely Clon eea would not have 
} ‘ 1 in that? 
Mr HOW] Phat Congress was deprivir 
! teofanauthbority which the State would 
for the fundamental condition 
Mi CONKLING Are we at liberty, then 


Senator's remark that tn his 


infer from the 
in the 


Opin, o1 Opinion of Conere 48, if you 
please, the States would have power to tax the 
pub lands and to tax the mail-coaches and 
other instrumentatities of the General Gov 
ernment 

Mr. HOWSS. Tshould eallfor a division of 


1 question bwere bound to be interrogated : 
bot | have said to the Senator from Illinoi 
that | did not eh:008e to occupy the time of the 


Senate in discussing the question which he pur, 
which was as tothe authority of a State Legis 
lature to tax commerce upon the navigable 


“as 


rivers within the-limits of the State 

Mr. CONKLING. I beg the Senator's par 
don; I did not hear the question of the Sena- 
tor from I{linoi My observation was directed 
to this point: the idea ofthe Senator from Wis 
consin seems to be conveyed by the question, 
if the States had no such power why was it 
that these conditions were inserted denying it? 


‘ 


s saw thatthe States had no 
and therefore they 


supposed thes 
were getting nothing except 


i presume Congre: 
neh power, 
a matter of ¢ 
venience in these fundamental compacts 

Mr. HOWE. L now wish to answe rthe ques 
tion directly which was put by the Senator from 


New York | think the State would not have 
authority to tax the public domain even if 
this fundamental condition had been in none of 


the acts. Ithink the State would have as much 
authority to tax a stagecoach or a weeon 
employed in carrying the mails as to tax: 
carriage employed in carrying the honorable 
Senator from New od or myself So | 
have answered the question, Lmean inmy own 
Opinion, Upon those two que tions of econetitu 
tional law. 

Now, the ee enys in substance that ] 
Assume 2 great responsi bility when I impute | 
io Congress an opinion upon a constitutional 


tion which I do not entertain n tnyaelf that 
it itis not my opinion that a for a 
fundamental condition would have authority 
to tax the public domain I lay a great impu- 
tation upon Congress when | suggest that it 
entertained the opinion that the State could 
tax the public domain. 


quesi 


State but 


Mr. CONKELING. With the consent of Con- 
Presa, 
Mr. HOWE. Not withont consent. Sappose 


we take the reverse of this ; suppose we assume 
that that Congress agreed with me in opinion ; 
that that Congress thoneht the State of Cali 
fornia could not tax the public domain; what 
shall we say of a Congress which attempted to 
tie her, or in terms stated as a fundamental 
condition to the admission of the State of Cal- 
ifornia that she shonld never do what the Con- 
gress knew she could not do? 

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator want 
an answer to that? 

Mr. HOWE, Certainly. 

CONKLING. If the honorable Sen- 


| 


ator will allow me to answer I shall be very 
glad to do it. 
doctrines laid down in the case o 

Maryland, where the Chief Justice 
that the instrumentalities of the Government, 
whether the Mint—I rather think the stage 
coaches were named there—or whatever they 
might be, could not be taxed, | had supposed 
the doctrine had been contended for always that 
the power to tax might be surrendered for the 
time being by Congress tothe States, as has 
insisted in the ense of the bonds now outs 
ing. [ supposed that many pet 
doctrine that if Congress chose 
re pective States to tax the five-t 
they mi¢ght do so | y that is my 
opinion; but that has been the idea. So here 
i suppose idea was that the public lands 
night be taxed by the State if Congress would 
nit it, and therefore they put in these funda- 
mental conditions that no such thing should be 
asked by the State or ever acquiesced in by 
Congress it that they gravely intended to 
assert that in their opinion the State could do 
it pgainst the will of Congress. That [did not 
suppose them to mean 

‘ir, STEWART rose 

Mr. HOWE, What 
restion? 

STEWART. My suggestion is that the 
enate takearecees until half past seven o’ clock 
it the billout to-night. I do not see any 
bability of ever getting a vote until we do 
that: and if the Senator from Wisconsin will 
2 moment | will move to lay this 
bill on the table in order that [ may submit a 
motion for a recess. 

Mr. HOWE. I yield. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Wisconsin yields to the Senator from Nevada. 

Mr. STEWART. 1 move to lay the bill on 
the table with a view of moving a recess. 

Mr. CAMERON. [believe the Senator from 
Wiseonsin gave way to me first. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stood him to yield tothe Senator from Nevada, 

Mr. HOWK, ‘That ealls for an explanation 
i didin terms yield tothe Senator from Nevada. 
The Senator from Pennsylvania had asked me 
to yield for the purpose of moving an adjourn- 
ment, an l i offered to yield. ITsupposed from 
what the Senator from Nevada said that he was 
animated by the same purpose. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania wanted an adjournment and 
the Senator from Nevada, as supposed, wanted 
to lay the bill on the table and then to adjourn. 

Mr. STEWART. I wantarecess. I! want 
to sit the bill out to-night. 

Mr. HOW. If Tam at liberty to withdraw 
my cee sition to yield to the Senator from 
Nevada I should like to execute my original 
purpose of yielding to the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania. | find they are not agreed in pur- 
ose, 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
that the Senator from Wisconsin has the right 


f MeCulloch 


ia 


Fala 


tand- 


allow the 
wenty bonds 


to 


a not sz 


the 


per 


re 


the Senator's sug- 


SS 


and 


way 


rive way for 


to reclaim the floor if he desires to do so. 
Mr. HOWK. Then I will yield to the Sen 
ator from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. CAMERON. ‘Then I move that the 


| adjournin 


Senate proceed to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. [‘*No, no; let us adjourn.”’ | 

Mr. STEWART. On that motion | ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CAMERON. I withdraw my motion 
and move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania withdraws his motion for an exec- 
utive session and moves an adjournment. 

Mr. ANTHONY. If hope my friend from 
Pennsylvania will allow the question to be put 
first on having an executive session. There is 
some business that ought to be transacted in 
executive session. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania indicate his motion? 

Mr. CAMERON. I think I shail insist upon 
now. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 


Notwithstanding the very broad | 


been 


cons held the ] 





nerly, 
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és ds : 
stands the Senator from Penne ylvania to 
on bie moiion to adjourn, 
Mr. S| KW AR’ i’ ° i call for the Vena and 
lhe yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. DRA KE. On this que stio 
off with the Senator from North ( 
Apport. | 
he question being 
resulted yeas 27, toll 
YEAS—Me . Anthony, Brownlow, Buel 
Cameron, Chandler, Davis, Hamlin, Heyl nH 
lioward, | flowe, MeCreery, McDonald, Mb» 
Maine, Norton, Osborn, Pomeroy, Pratt. R 


Riee, Robertson, Se hurz, | Seott, Spence, 
Thayer, 


nlam) 


’ 
iro] 


taken by 
nays 29; a 


Ver 
yeu 


ant’ rip ton—2 " 
NAYS—Me Ravard. Boretia mn, Carpent, 
Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, bay 
Fenton, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton, Morton. 
Patterson, Ross, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Sh. rm 
art, Stockton, Thurman, Trumbull, 
ner, Willey, Williams, and \V 

ABSENT—Meeers. 
Kellogg, Morrill of 
Yates—9., 


{ 


ns 
\ ic ker \ 
V ilson—29, 
Abbott, Cattell, Drak ia 

Vermont, Pool, Sproeue. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn, 
Mr. HOWE. Mr. President 
Mr. STEWART. Now will the 


yield to a motion for a recess ? 


Mr. HOWL. No; I shall oceupy bata} 
minutes. 

Mr. STEWART. Very well. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, I was 4, 


to come to an understanding with my hon 
able friend from New York upona —_ 
law about which it seems to me that he a; 
sbould not difier, for the reason ve he 
very good as well as a very honest lawy: 
for the reason that I claim to be an |i 
lawyer if not a good one, but good eno 
comprehend a legal position when it j 
with the accuracy and clearness for whi 
Senator from New York has always he: 
tinguished when he undertakes it. 

Mr. President, [ urged upon the atten 
of the Senator from New York and 1 
Senate that I cited these several sta 
evidence of what was the opinion of Con: 


St Ol] ¢ 


| upon a question of constitutional law, t! 


the question of our congressional author 
impose fandamental conditions. The & 
has produced a decision of the Supreme ( 
which is to the effect that one of the | 
mental conditions expressed in the act ad 
ting Alabama did not change the relat 
between Alabama and the United 
cause if that had not been imposed as a fy 
mental condition Congress under its y 


State 


| regulate commerce would have had the o) 


ity to impose that very restriction npon th: 
of its rivers. [ say, notwithstanding, t! 
evidence that the Congress which passed 
act thought the State of Alabama might | 
for the fundamental conditions have im) 


| these restrictions upon the use of its river 


{ said that 1 thought it was imputing : 
and serious ineousisiency at least to that 
gress to assume that it knew or believed ! 
Legislature could not have imposed any re 
tions upon the use of the rivers and yet wad 
took to forbid it by this condition. 

The Senator from New York say 
although the L egislature of the State 
again: st the will of C ongress impose any r 
tions upon the use of its rivers it do 
follow that Congress could not have consen! 
that such restrictions should be imposed; 
he says, by parity of reasoning, that altho 


eould 


for the taxation of the bonds of the Gov 
ment it does not follow but that Congress cov 
authorize the States to impose taxes on |! 
bonds. Certainly it does not. ‘That que 


| was not in any issue between him and mys! 


It was not necessary for Congress to 
Alabama, *‘ You shall not impose taxes Uj 
the use of your rivers.’’ The court has declar 


| that it is not necessary for Congress to say | 
| the States, ‘* You shall nottax the bonds.” *! 


you are silent,”’ says the court, “with regard 
to the taxation of bonds the States janinct t ti 
' them.”’ . 
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Mr. CONKLING. Why did we say it in 
‘ha acts 1 ask the honorable Senator? 

“vy HOWE. Two things may be said in 
<njanation. It might have been the opinion 


“bose who put that prohibition in, as Con- 
-oes. | think, was of the opinion with reference 
\ California, that the State could tax; or they 


ight have been of the opinion that it was bet- 
or to SAY upon the face of the statute ‘* These 
‘odg shall not be taxed,’’ to the end that all 
vasers might take them with a positive 
edge of what was their liability, and with- 
it the necessity of deriving that knowledge 
m a consideration of the Constitution, but 
» have it declared in the statute. 
\ir. President, the Senator said in the course 
¢ his remarks, very truly, I think, that this 
matter of preserving the freedom of the rivers 
was an appropriate subject of bargain between 
» State to be admitted and the Union to 
hich it was to be admitted. I do not deny 
t it is an appropriate subject for such a bar- 
‘in; but upon his view of the law I should 
er feel authorized to assert that it was an 
propriate subject for a mere statute. If it is 
ertain and clear that the State could impose 
tax, then there was no use of the bargain. 
he only really appropriate subject for a bar- 
rain as to the mode in which the powers of the 
ew State are to be exercised between the new 
State and the Union I should suppose would 
be either to restrict the State in the exercise 
f some power which it would have but for the 
argain, or to restrict it in the exercise of some 
power about which there was a rational doubt. 
So I should suppose. 
Mr. President, one other element I should 
:ppose ought to be brought into consideration 
n determining what was an appropriate sub- 
iect of bargain, and I should suppose that 
ther element would have reference to the 
character of the power about which we were 
tipulating. If we stipulate at all with the new 
State for the abandonment of any of the pre- 
gatives which belong to any of the States we 
ught to stipulate that it should abandon some 
prerogative that ought not to be exerted. That 
the condition, as I understand it, offered to 
1e consideration of the Senate now. 
We have been struggling for four years, if 
t for longer, to secure some sort of immu- 
y and protection for two classes of people 
ithin the limits of the States which were 
ently in rebellion, some protection which 
ould make them reasonably secure against 
he prerogatives which under the old Consti- 
tution existed in every State. Wehave finally 
sisted that the ballot shall be put into their 
ands, and that they shall have that sort of pro- 
tection which the ballot affords. That is not 
very ample anywhere, but it is something ; 


> ? 


because you know, sir, and we all know that 


id 
ol 
10W 
t 


|| suggests. 


where I have the right to go to the polls just | 


once in the yearand vote against a man or vote 
ainst a party there is some limit to the 
injustice and wrong and oppression which that 
man or that party will attempt to inflict upon 
ine during the year. You know, sir, and we 
all know, that however ignorant a man may be, 
or however depraved he may be, or however 
black he may be, you cannot kick him three 
hundred and sixty-four days in the year with- 
out exposing yourself to the liability of his 
voting against you on that day when he comes 
to the polls; so that wherever this power is in 
the hands of a man he has some means of 
protection. We have therefore insisted on 
putting this sort of protection into the hands 
of the loyal whites and the black men in those 
States, 

But it has been said that under the Consti- 
tution of the United States as it existed before 
‘he war each State had the power to prescribe 
absolutely who might and who might not vote. 
they certainly did do it. Well, now we have 
undertaken to prevent the exercise of that pre- 
rogative in these new States when they come in; 
and now we are asked to impose a fundamental 
condition upon this State fat she shall not 
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attempt to deprive any portion of these people 
of this prerogative which we have found it 
necessary to secure to them. Is that or is it 
not an appropriate subject for a bargain, if we 
have the authority to make a bargain ? 

Now, sir, late as it is I shall not take up the 
time of the Senate to discuss what are our 
means for enforcing this bargain in case we 
make it. I think it very likely that the Sen- 
ator from Ohio is right when he assumes that 


if we put this upon the statute-book we shall | 


not be obliged to turn the State out of the 
Union if the State undertakes to violate it. 
There may be adequate remedies short of that. 
This is what has encouraged me mainly to ad- 


vocate and vote for these fundamental condi- | 
tions: theassurance I felt that ifthe Legislature 


of the United States agreed to them there would 


be less likelihood, less probability of an at- | 


tempt to violate them on the part of the States 
than if we turned our backs upon them; than if 
we advertised to the world that these conditions 
we imposed upon Alabama, these conditions 
we imposed upon Georgia, upon Nebraska, 
upon California, upon Wisconsin were all nude, 
void, null acts, and that we scouted the au- 
thority which those Congresses that imposed 
them undertook to exert. I do not think that 


| is wise, for I do not believe they were void acts; 


and if they were void, in the present state of 


our jurisprudence I would not say so. 


Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I wish to 


| make two observations in answer to the hon- 


| make the last in order first. 


orable Senator from Wisconsin, and I will 
The honorable 
Senator discussed the meaning of the word 


| ‘*appropriate,’’ a word which I used because 


| it has been long used as a term of art. 


That 


| Senator knows what it means, as I know, | 


standing in the relationship in which it has 
been used. 


| knows, to touch that question which he now 


Undoubtedly the question of the 
rights of loyal men, white and black, the ques- 
tion of the protection of human life and hu- 
man privilege in every way, is in its large sense 
a most appropriate subject for thought and for 
provision. 
tution of marriage; so is temperance; so is 
godliness; so are many other things which 


| nobody would think of suggesting as illustra- 


| domain of what we have a right to do. 


tions of what is or is not appropriate legisla- 
tion as to its nature and quality. 

The honorable Senator of course knows that 
in the use of that term I speak of what is ap- 
propriate as measured by constitutional power ; 
what is appropriate because it falls within the 


certainly, it would be a most perverse and most 


So is the preservation of the insti- | 


And, | 


It does not mean at all, as he | 


captious turn to seek to give the argument—and | 


I know the Senator does not make the sug- 


| gestion with any such view—to attempt to try 
conclusions by vaunting the disposition, the | 


willingness, the enthusiasm we may feel to pro- 


| tect everybody everywhere. 


Now, Mr. President, the honorable Senator 


| says in substance that he cannot avoid the con- 


clusion that every Congress which has put an 


abnegation of the right to tax the public domain | 


into an act has thereby affirmed the power, or 


| at least admitted its opinion of the power of 


taxation to reside in the States. 
Sir, I submit on the other hand to the hon- 


| orable Senator that the action of Congress in 


every one of these instances is entirely and 
fully explained upon this hypothesis: there 
has always been a great party in the country— 
I speak not of a political party, but a party 
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| doctrine, I need not say; I am only referrin 


| taxation ;”’ 


word—of taxing that property may tempo- 
rarily or permanently be left by Congress to 
the States. I am not advocating any such 
. g 
to the fact—we all know it—that vast num- 
bers of persons insist that such is the fair 
interpretation of the Constitution. 

Now the honorable Senator says that when 
passing an act providing that bonds should 
be uttered, we filed a caveat against all the 
world by saying ‘‘these bonds shall have per 
petual immunity from State and municipal 
and he says we did it for abundant 


| caution, in good faith ; in order, in short, that 


| to them the power to impose such taxes. 


| ering. 





nobody need be entrapped or misled, but that 
everybody might know that Congress never 
intended to surrender to the States or delegate 
Very 
well. I should like to know in what respect 
the parity of reasoning fails when we transfer 
it from the bonds to the matters we are consid 
if Congress chooses to allowa State to 
impose taxes upon the public domain there 
were those who insisted or who might insist 
that that delegation of authority would be com- 
petent. Therefore, just like the case of the 


| bonds, I submit, I have a right to argue was the 


case of Congress saying in this instance also 
‘*we will file a caveat, so that all the world 
may know not only that we have the power to 
exempt these lands from taxation, but we in- 


| tend to reserve and perpetually to assert that 


power ;’’ and so of the navigable waters, and 
so of all the varieties of subjects which have 
entered into these preliminary compacts. 

Mr. HOWE. Will the Senator allow me to 


|| interrupt him for a moment? 


Mr. CONKLING. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWE. Iam afraid that I shall not 
be able entirely to agree with the honorable 
Senator from New York on the points hitherto 
in discussion; and so that I may get his view 


| more clearly and accurately I will ask him this 
| question: whether he does or does not hold 
| that but for the condition inserted in the act 





admitting California, for instance,which I have 
read, declaring that the State shall not tax the 
lands of non-resident proprietors higher than 
the lands of resident proprietors, the State 
would have had authority to discriminate in 


| the taxes between these two species of owners? 


Mr. CONKLING. An illustration 


loses 


| nothing of its value if a particular fact does not 


constitute the illustration. I have not before 
me the act to which the Senator refers. I will 
not undertake on a matter so grave as this to 
speculate or reason at the moment upon the 
question whether under any provision of the 
Constitution of the United States, unaided, 
unenforced, not set in motion by any legisla- 
tion, one of the immunities of the citizens of 
the United States living in other States, would 
or would not have gone as far as is supposed 
in the inquiry which the Senator puts to me. 
He understands better than I do that there is 
in the Constitution a vast domain of dormant 


| powers, a vast residuum, or more properly a 


vast delegation of power which needs legislation 
to give it momentum, to give it vitality, to set 
itinmotion. Itisvery likely the Senator may 
find in some act something included which 


|| but for that inclusion would have remained 


| of minds—insisting, as we heard it very gen- || 
erally insisted on a recent occasion, that Con- || 


gress may if it chooses delegate or relinquish 
permanently or temporarily to the States the 


| right to impose taxes upon the instrumentali- 


ties of the General Government. 
party which insists that whether it be the 
bonds, the Mint, the stage-coaches, the appa- 


| ratus of the Post Office Department, or any 
| other portion of the public property of the 


United States, the privilege—if that is a better 


There is a | 


paralyzed or partially paralyzed, and therefore 
when he takes me up upon the particular illus- 
tration which he gives I am not prepared to 
say without looking at the acts whether that is 
one of the particular kind of subjects to which 
I am referring, or whether it belongs to another 
one of these classes of subjeets; and I submit 
to the Senator that if I were able at this moment 
lo answer fully that question it would shed no 
tight on the subject we are discussing. 

The point at issue at this moment between 
that Senator and myself is this: he thinks that 
when it was said invan act of Congress that the 


| State of Alabama shall not tax the public lands 


that was, borrowing thé expression of some 
Senator yesterday, acognovit ; that but for that 
provision the State of Alabama would have 
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had power to impose this tax. I 
Senator no. 

Mr. HOWE. If the Senator will allow me 
I should like to correct him upon that point. 
I have several times said that I[ introduced 
these acts, not to prove that the States had the 
power which these conditions inhibited the 
exercise of, but to prove that the Congresses 
which imposed these fundamental conditions 
thought they had the power by a fundamental 
condition to take from the States a power 
which without the fundamental condition they 

uld exert. 

Mr. CONKLING, And exactly so my hon- 
rable friend will bear me out in saying what 
i just stated. I said he deemed it a cognovit 
of the Congress that in the opinion of that 
Congress if they did not thus take the power 
from the State it would remain in the State. 
lhat is the very point as he states it and the 
very point as I seek to state it; bat I will vary, 
if | may, his language as he puts it forthe pur- 
pose of dissenting from it. [say it is a forced 
construction; | might almost say it is extrav- 
agaut reasoning. | say that it would be extrav- 
agant to hold that if ] make an agreement with 
the honorable Senator by which a certain thing 
is not to occur between us that agreement is 
that in my opinion he 
upon it if | did not 
make the agreement with him. If there was 
the least doubt about it, if it was a subject of 
controversy in any respect to be composed, 
that would be a suflicient consideration within 
all theory to uphold such an agreement, and 
a suflicient reason for suggesting it; but if on 
the contrary it was a power which although 
residing of right in one he had a right to con- 
cede or delegate to the other, or it might be so 
insisted, then I say most amply, most abun- 
duntly is there the foundation for an agreement, 
and a provident and natural agreement such 
as that which was made in the instances of 
repeated States. 

So I wish upon that ground to say that it is 
not my argument at all, asthe Senator makes 
it his argument, and as he at first implied I 
inyself conceded or insisted—it is not my argu- 
ment that these fundamental conditions assert 
that the State had any such right; nor on the 
other hand that the condition was necessary in 
order to invest the United States with the right. 
li is enough that, for reasons obtaining at the 
time, the parties chose to express themselves 
unmistakably in advance, to the end that there 
should be no cavil, no controversy, no negoti- 
ation afterward between them, but that the 
location of the power as it had taken place 
under the Constitution should be fixed as to its 
exercise perpetually. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President, as the 
matter which is now being debated is one that 
concerns the State which I represent in part 
here | may be allowed a few words. From 
the remarks just made by the Senator from 


ay to that 


conclu 4ive evidence 


would havea right to insist 


New York [Mr. ConkiincG] it seems that at | 


some time when I was not noticing the pro- 
ceedings the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. 
How] cited the case of the act admitting Cal- 
ifornia in support of the doctrine that certain 
provisions, denominated fundamental condi- 
tious, may be inserted in this bill now before 
the Senate. The fact that I was not aware at 
the time of the observations of the Senator 
from Wiscousin is the less to be regretted be- 
cause the Senator from New York has stated 
so well the true ground in reference to the 
‘*express provisions’’ of admission contained 
in the California act. 

Mr. WILSON. Will the Senator yield toa 


motion to adjourn and make his speech to- | 


morrow morning? 

Mr. CASSERLY. 1 have no speech to 
make, simply some remarks, 

Mr. SUMNER. Will not the Senator be 
good enough to allow a motion to adjourn to 
be made? : 

Mr. CASSERLY. I desire merely to make 
a few remarks, and I prefer to make them now. 


Mr. WILSON. There is a special reason, 
[ think, why the Senator ought to give way, 
and I hope he will do so to-night and speak 
to-morrow on this subject. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If the Senator will allow 
me I will state the reason, for I suppose the 
Senator from Massachusetts alludes to me. I 
desire to say that the variety and extent of 
subjects committed to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia of the Senate and House 


of Representatives, I think is equaled by that | 


committee to no other committee—— 

Mr. STEWART. Is discussion on a motion 
to adjourn in order? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Ihave made no motion to 
adjourn. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
California has yielded to the Senator from 
Maine. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I wish to say that the Dis- 
trict Committee, both of the House and of the 


Senate, had agreed to meet the mayor of this | 


city this evening at six o’clock for the purpose 


| of an investigation into its schools, its roads, 


and all that variety of subjects which have a 


| general interest to the - of this District. 


Several SENATORS. 
to that. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I shall not leave this place 
most assuredly while this bill is pending. [| 
shall stay here, and I hope the rest of the 


“ou can go and attend 


| committee will stay; but I think that informa- 


tion which we could mutually give and impart 
to each other in the meeting that was to take 
place this evening is worthy of your considera- 


| tion. 


Mr.STEWART. The District of Columbia 
we always have with us. : 

Mr. ANTHONY. I hope the Senator from 
California will yield to a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. HAMLIN. And those who do not do 
anything for the District we always have with us. 

Mr. STEWART. And those who have done 
nothing with it we always have with us; that 
is, @ majority. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from California is entitled to the floor if he 
claims it, and he is still standing. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Iam reluctant to hold 


the floor against a motion of this kind, backed 


| by such reasons. 


Hence, though I shall vote 


against the motion to adjourn and hope it will 


not carry, yet I shall not undertake to prevent 
any gentleman, especially the Senator from 


| Maine, who is one of the oldest Senators here, 


from making a motion which he conceives con- 


| cerns so deeply his personal convenience. 


Mr. HAMLIN, 


motion to adjourn to the consideration of the 


| Senate. 


Mr. STEWART. 
nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 


I call for the yeas and 


taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 24; as follows: | 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Brownlow, Buckingham, 


Chandler, Fenton, Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, | 


lloward, Howe, McCreery, Patterson, Pomeroy, 


Pratt, Rice, Robertson, Schurz, Scott, Spencer,Sum- | 


| ner, Thayer, and Wilson—23. 


NAYS—Messrs, Bayard, Boreman, Carpenter,Cas- 
serly, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Edmunds, 
Fowler, Hamilton, Norton, Nye, Osborn, Saulsbury, 


Sawyer, Stewart, Stockton, Thurman, Trumbull, | 


Vickers, Warner, Willey, and Williams—2!. 
ABSENT — Messre. Abbott, Cameron, 


‘ Cattell, 
Davis, Drake, Ferry, Kellogg 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CASSERLY. 1 was observing to the 
Senate that tlhe circumstance that the remarks 
of my friend from Wisconsin upon the Cali- 


; : McDonald, Morrill | 
of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Pool, Ram- | 
sey, Koss,Sherman, Sprague, Tipton,and Yates—18., | 


Then, with the permission | 
_of the Senator from California, I submit the 


fornia act had escaped my attention, was of | 


very little consequence in view of the extremely 
clear, strong, and cogent statement of the law 


in respect to the act made by the Senator from | 


New York, [Mr. ConKk.ine. ] 


I rise now not to engage generally in the | 
debate but simply to show that those ‘* express || 
conditions,’’ so far from sustaining the ‘‘ fund- — 


amental conditions’’ sought to be put upon 
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Virginia, supply a very strong argument again. 
them. I shall confine myself to that as clos.) 
as possible. ie 
The prohibitions which are either ex = 
or implied in the California act resolve the, 
selves into three classes. The first class ; 
composed of provisions relating to the pul 7 
lands, forbidding the State either to impair ; 
any way the title of the United States to ¢},.. 
lands or to tax them. The second class t 
vides that the property of non-resident pro; 
etors whoare citizens of the United States—., 
I ask the Senator from Wisconsin to obseryo «). 
language, the property of non-resident pro, 
etors ‘* who are citizens of the United States''_ 
shall not be taxed more heavily than tha: 
resident proprietors. The last class is the pr 
hibition which is necessarily implied jy +), 
provision that the navigable waters in the Sty. 
shall be forever free as well to citizens of o;), 
States as to citizens of the State of Califoryi,, 
and exempt from any tax, toll, or impost, — 
There is no doubt in my judgment, an¢ | 
think there will not be in the jndgment of 4). 
gentleman who will take the pains to examjy; 
the subject, that each of these three classes 





| prohibitions is distinetly within the consti, 


tional power of Congress. ‘There is not 0; 
of these prohibitions which it would not hy 
been entirely competent for the Congres 

the United States to impose on California af\¢, 


| her admission as well as before. This view | 





nishes aclear and satisfactory test that + 
position which I am now endeavoring to ¢ 
force must be correct. They add nothing 
the power of the Congress of the Unite 
States ; they take away nothing from the pow 
or the equal dignity of the State of Califor, 
as a member of the Union, the power a»! 
dignity expressly secured to her by the |; 
guage of the first section, by which she“ 
hereby declared to be one of the United State 
of America, and admitted into the Union. 
an equal footing with the original States in a 


| respects whatever.”’ 


lt seems to me, therefore, with great dele: 
ence to the Senator from Wisconsin, that |: 


_ argument is fallacious, that because Cong: 


has exercised those powers with respect to Ua 


| ifornia which are embodied in the prohibition 


in the act of admission Congress may exerci: 

the powers which it is claimed here it shou! 

exercise in this act in respect to the State o 

Virginia. It is fallacious for the very obviou 

reason that in the California case Congress wa: 
exercising powers clearly within the Constitu- 
tion, whereas in this Virginia case it is not pre- 
tended that there is anywhere a grant of power 
to Congress to put such provisions into an ac! 
respecting the State of Virginia as ‘funda 
mental conditions’’ of her admission to, or her 
existence in, or her right to stay in the Union, 
whichever you may please to term it. 

The Senator from Wisconsin asked with con: 
siderable force, certainly with a great deal o! 
plausibility, why insert these prohibitions, wh; 
insist upon these express provisions of admis- 
sion unless without them California were able 
to do everything which it is by these provis 
ions forbidden to do? I intend to state the 
objection on the part of the Senator from Wis- 
consin as fully as I am able, because I regard 
that as the fair spirit in which a discussion 0! 
this kind should be conducted. Having 5° 
stated his objection, I will endeavor to answer 
as fully. 

I take the first class of these prohibitions, 
which isa prohibition against the State of Cal 
fornia doing any act impairing the primary 
title of the United States to its public lands 0° 
levying any tax or assessment upon them. | 
have said that this, like the other prohibitions, 
was one within the constitutional power of Con 
gress. Why? Because Congress is express.) 
vested by the Constitution with the power ' 
‘*make all needful rules and regulations con 
cerning the territory or other property belong: 
ing to the United States.’’ But thatis a powe! 
which, like other powers in the Constitution? 
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Congress is not obliged to exercise, and, like 
any of the powers in the Constitution, it is 
<elf executing Why did Congress in the 
ssion of Cahfornia execute this power? 
.e reagsonis obvious. California contained a 
‘reat body of valuable mineral and other pub- 
. lands, Which had been acquired by the 
d and treasure of the whole Union. It 
that there should be no question between 
Union and the new State as to the title 
he status of those lands. Had Congress 
‘rained from making arule or regulation about 
public lands there would be no inhibi- 
avainst the State of California dealing with 
Phere might be a possible question 

jsed as to her right. Congress, therefore, 
the exercise of a clear power granted by 
» Constitution, forbids the State ot California 
n th t to interfere with the public lands, 
her as to theirtitleor by taxingthem. That 
to say, Congress in this act makes a rule 
nd a regulation respecting public property. 
Had Congress the constitutional power? ‘That 
will hardly be disputed. Congress has power 
to pass such an act to-day respeeting the pub- 
lands in California, and not a great while 

ro it did pass an act against trespass on tim- 
red lands of the United States in that State. 
Nextis the prohibition that non-resident pro- 
nrietors who are citizens shall not be diserimi- 
nated against in regard to taxation on their 
property. ‘That, also, isin pursuance ofa pro- 
sion of the Constitution, that the citizens of 
e State shall ‘‘ be entitled to all privileges and 
mmunities of citizens in the several States.’’ 
And to-day, if the State of California should 
liscriminate as to taxation against a non-resi- 
lent proprietor who is a citizen of Massachu- 
etts, Congress might pass an act enabling that 
\on-resident proprietor to test the question in 


e courts. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Willthe Senator allow 
ue to ask him a question ? 

Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Would such an act be 
necessary? Would notsuch a provision of the 

gislation of California be void under the Con- 

tution of the United States? 
Ir. CASSERLY. Without any doubt; but 
ngress, desiring to make the thing perfectly 
ain and facilitate the remedy of that non- 
‘sident proprietor, who is a citizen—the gen- 
eman will remark the Constitution deals 
ih citizens; this protective prohibition is for 
he benefit of citizens who are non-residents— 
might well pass such a statute under a clear 
power in the Constitution. 

his brings me to the last of these prohibi- 
tions, which is that ‘‘ all the navigable waters 
within the said State shall be common high- 
ways and forever free as well to the inhabitants 
of said State as to the citizens of the United 
States, without any tax, impost, or duty there- 
for.”’ I suppose there can be no doubt that 
this prohibition is within the power of Con- 
gress ‘to regulate commerce.’ Upon this 
point there is a special answer to the remarks 
made by the Senator from Wisconsin [{Mr. 
Howkr] when he asks why did Congress make 
these prohibitions? The power to regulate 
commerce happens to be one of those powers 
which in some respects may be exercised by 
the States when Congress does not exercise it. 
A well-known instance is the making of pilot- 
age laws for the different harbors of the United 
States. In the absence of legislation by Con- 
gress the States have legislated, and always, J 
believe, with the entire concurrence of the 
courts whenever the question was tested. 
_ If in the admission of California Congress 
had designed that the State of California should 
not meddle with that branch of the power, Con- 
gress might have insisted upon that point as it 
has upon the subject of the navigable waters, 
and might have enacted a prohibition against 
Valifornia legislating on the subject of pilots 
t pilotage at all. So, sir, in the same spirit 
and for the same general purpose, to leave no 


ov 1 . . 
loubt whatever on the subject and to exercise 
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the power itself by means within its constitu- 
tional competency, Congress has forbidden the 
State of California to deprive the citizens of 
the other States of the Union of their rights in 
the navigable waters within that State, lest i 

might be said, if there were not such a provis- 
ion, that the State of California might attempt 
something of the kind. But this provision 
adds nothing to the power of Congress. Con- 
gress may to-day impose such a regulation of 
commerce on New York in respect of her nav- 
igable waters, by which I understand such 
waters, salt or fresh, as may be means of inter- 
course between States or with foreign coun- 
tries. In addition, it should be remembered 
that in legislating on these great powers of 
Government an express prohibition does not 
necessarily or even generally imply the power 
to do the act prohibited, in the absence of the 
prohibition. The Federal Constitution has sev- 
eral express prohibitions on the States which 
must have been implied without them. The 
express prohibition of State imposts or duties 
on imports-or exports is one instance. 

Both on principle and authority the grant to 
Congress of the power to regulate commerce 
would by its own nature deny any power in the 
States to lay imposts or duties upon commerce. 

lor all these reasons, and to sum up, these 
provisions in the act for the admission of Cali- 
fornia are constitutional provisions. ‘They are 
provisions within the clear powers of Congress : 
so clear, I repeat, that there was no positive 
necessity for inserting them in the act of ad- 
mission, for they could just as well have been 
enacted by Congress at any time after Cali- 
fornia was admitted. But they were made 
‘* express conditions’’ in the act of admission 
in order to settle the question at once, in order 
to make the needful rules and regulations on 
ull those subjects, and to preserve that peace 
and good will and those friendly relations be- 
tween the State of California and the other 
States of the Union and the Federal Govern 
ment which always should exist. It seems to 
me, if my friend trom Wisconsin will allow me 
to say so, that the answer to his question why 
they were put into the act is just as clear and 
a3 convincing as all the other views of this case 
as which I endeavor to sustain. 

I do notagree, of course, that the provisions 
which are sought to be put upon the State of 
Virginia have any warrant whatever in the 
Constitution. No gentleman has claimed that 
they have. Ihave not understood any Senator 
to lay much stress even on the idea that in any 
way they grow out of the new, indefinite, and 
most extraordinary powers claimed under the 
general doctrine of reconstruction. They have 
been attempted to be justified really upon pre- 
cedents drawn from the action of Congress in 
respect to other States. That view may be 
dismissed with the general observation that all 
those precedents will be found to resolve them- 
selves into two classes: first, provisions which 
respected property and were in the nature of 
a compact made between the State as it existed 
before its admission and the United States— 
for there can be a State before admission as 
well as afterward. In the State of California 
our whole system of State government was in 
complete operation under a full body of laws 
nearly a year before the State was a State of 
the Union. 

Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator from 
California yield to a motion to adjourn ? 

Mr. CASSERLY. Iam nearly through. 

I say, sir, they were either in the nature of 
a compact, generally as to property—indeed | 
think of no case where the compact was net 
one which respected property, and was in the 
nature of a contract as to that property between 
the State and the United States before the 
State was admitted to the Union, and which, 
of course, bound the State afterward—or they 
were provisions made in pursuance of the clear 
constitutional powers of Congress to legislate 
upon certain subjects of great public concern 
between the State and the citizens of othe 
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States and the General Government. and 
which, because they were subjects of great 
public concern, out of which disorders might 
grow as well in the State itself as in its rela 
tions with the General Government and th: 
other States, it was well and wise should be 
disposed of by express legislation on the part 
of Congress at the hour of admitting the State 
into the Union. That is all there is of it: and 
there is no warrant in either class of cases for 
the legislation which is attempted here, and 
of which I must say, as was said once in a 
memorable case elsewhere, that if it shall 
unfortunately become a law it will be a law 
whose validity is much more than doubtful, 
and which, as it will ‘‘go forth without a 
thority, will come back without respect.’ 

Mr. MORTON. I am gatisfied this subject 
cannot be finished to-night. We may sit here 
for an hour or two longer and then adjourn 
without finishing it, and punish ourselves to 
no purpose. I therefore move that the Sen- 
ate do now adjourn. 

Mr. STEWART. 
nays on that motion. 

he yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 25; as follows 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Buckingham, 
Chandler, Drake, Fenton, Gilbert, Harlan, Howard, 
Morton, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, Rice, Robertson, 
Schurz, Scott, Spencer, Sumner, and Thayer—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Carpenter, Ca 
serly, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Edmunds, 
Hiamilton, lowe, Norten, Nye, Osborn, Ross, Saul 
bury, Sawyer, Stewart, Stockton, Thurman, Trum- 
bull, Vickers, Warner, Willey, and Williams—2)5. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Brownlow, Cameron, Cattell, 
Davis, Ferry, Fowler, Hamlin, Harris, Kellogg, 
McCreery, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Morrill ot 
Vermont, Pool, Ramsey,Sherman, Sprague, Tipt 
Wil n,and Lates—2) 

So the Senate refused to adjourn 

the VICE PRESIDENT. The pending 
question is on the amendment of the Senato: 
Missouri, [Mr. Drake,] on which the 
yeas and nay have been ordered. 

Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, I have neve: 
seen in this Senate since I have been a mem 
ber of it any such proceeding as is attempted 
here to-night. Here is a proposition which 
has been debated in the Senate now the ninth 
day, and the attempt is made during the acci 
dental absence of some fifteen or twenty Se 
ators to force a vote upon it when it is sup 
posed that by the absence of those Senators i 
will be defeated. Jor one, sir, if this attempt 
should prevail, I desire to enter my solemn 
protest against the introduction into this body 
of proceedings of that kind. We had fifty 
seven Senators answering to their names upon 
the first call of yeas and nays on an adjourn 
ment; we had forty-six upon the second 
eleven had left the Chamber then; we have 
forty-five upon the last, although two voted who 
did not vote on the previous calling of the 
yeas and nays. And now when by accidental 
absence of this large number of Senators, 
there seems to be a probability that the propo- 
sitions before the Senate may be defeated, the 
attempt is made here to hurry us to a vote. | 
have not in the time that I have been in this 
body, now nearly three years, seen that thing 
attempted here before; and it is attempted 
now upon one of the gravest propositions that 
can come before this body in connection vith 
the reconstruction of the late rebel States. 
Sir, I protest against it as a wrong. I protest 
against it as introducing into the Senate of the 
United States a description of tactics which 
never should find a place here. 

Sir, this is the arena of all others in this 
Government where perfect fullness of discus- 
sion should always be allowed, and where ti 
utmost fairness inthe consideration and determ 
ination of questions should be the rule neve: 
to be departed from. We have had the dis 
cussion. Now I demand the fairness. befor: 
the Senate and before the country again I pro- 
test against this attempt to force a question in 
the absence of so large a proportion of thé 


I call for the yeas and 


Irotul 


senace. 


} he ne 


that Senators will camly refle 
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before they attempt such a thing now. Itmay |, enough business has transpired since the last | taken on the Senate bill having a partieg)), reat thre 
come back upon them in the future. If we | motion to adjourn to allow of a similar motion | amendment that was applicable to the House 1 am to! 
introduce this description of maneuvers here || being submitted now. bill. The proposition 1s absurd, absolute’, OE 
where is it to end? When is it to stop? Upon Mr. WILSON. I make that motion. We | absurd. I mean to use parliamentary |,,” | Mond 
what question is it to be pretermitted? Itwill || can get a vote to-morrow, but we cannot to- | guage. I will not transcend that; bui a Severs 
come back some day to visit those who now || night. : as far as I can to express the absurdity of gy, aa 
attempt to practice it. The Senate is not || Mr. CONKLING. I do not like to see the || a pretension. It is contrary to the usage ,y clock we 
always to be without its full number. ‘The |) Senator from Massachusetts filibustering in that || this body. Nothing of the kind for the nin, Of cout 
Senate is not always to be depleted of one || way. teen years I have sat here has ever been ¢o, sithis B 
fourth of its number. The time will be when |) Mr. WILSON. I do not desire to filibuster. || tended. The Senator begins a precedent ,; ee 
it will be fall. I am perfectly willing to agree to take the vote || his own. I hope the Senate will not fjj,, “Mr. De 

Mr. NYE. That is what we are trying to || at three or four o’clock to-morrow ; butalarge | it. The two bills were essentially differey, And th 


and every one familiar with legislative pr, 
ceedings must know that in consenting to a 


ame kint 
Now | as! 
feeling OF 


| portion of the Senate are absent at present, 
and | do not think it is fair to take a vote to- 

-night. Therefore, I move an adjournment. || on the Senate bill nothing was implied oy +), 
We can take the vote to-morrow. || House bill. Of course the assent to vyotino 

Mr. STEWART. We can never get a vote || on the Senate bill left open all possible rego, 


do now, to fillitup. I suggest, also, whether 
the Senator is exactly in order in reprimand. | 
ing the whole Senate. 

Mr. DRAKE. lam not reprimanding any- 
body ; I do not undertake to reprimand any- 


too great 


9 oe 
| thinks he 


body; but I do undertake to protest against || unless we sit the bill out. | vations on the House bill. It was known to say not 
the introduction of this description of maneu- || Mr. CONKLING. Why nothave an under- || that that would come up here, giving anothe; place? 
vers here. If the Senator from Nevada calls || standing that the vote shall be taken at a cer- || opportunity for discussion. ' Mr. TI 
that reprimanding, then he gives it a name || tain hour to-morrow? Hl fr. HOWARD. I do not think there is any any feelit 
that I had no intention of giving it in any way Mr. WILSON. I will agree to take the vote || occasion for heat or excitement. I think wo on “this 


at three o’clock to-morrow. 
Mr. HOWARD. I will agree to vote at four 
| o’clock to-morrow. 
Mr. POMEROY. 


whatever. 

Mr. NYE. The point of order I was about 
to suggest is that the honorable Senator is 
guilty, unintentionally no doubt, of infringing 


|| can get along with this whole matter withoy all that w 
difficulty by adopting the suggestion I hay, shape it ¥ 
made, that we now adjourn with the under. Mr. E 
standing that to-morrow at four o’clock in the friend su 


I suggest that we adjourn | 


upon the rights of the Senator from Massa- || now with the understanding that the vote shall | afternoon we proceed to vote on this bill, Mr. T. 
chusetts, | Mr. Sumyer, | who alwayscomplains || be taken at four o’clock to-morrow. | Mr. DRAKE. To-morrow is private }jjj the even! 
in the same way when he wants to adjourn and | Mr. WILSON. I am willing to say four |! day. made the 
wedonot. [Laughter.] I insist upon it that || o'clock. ‘| Mr. HOWARD. We can setaside the order | would | 
that belongs to my honorable friend from Mas- || The VICEPRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom |} for private bills for the purpose of taking this Does an 
sachusetts, and this speech of my friend from || Massachusetts and the Senator from Michigan || bill up and voting on it. I doubt very muci; irom Vel 
Missouri is a violation of his rights. [Laugh- || suggest to the Senate an understanding that || whether we shall be able to come to a yor sion of 
ter. | | the vote be taken at four o’clock to-morrow. || upon it to-night, and there is very little use jy course W 
Mr. DRAKE. Well, sir, I think the Sen- Mr. CASSERLY. Allow me to suggest, to || spending our time here in what is very litt. to a vote 
ator from Massachusetts might just as well be || avoid any misunderstanding, that the under- || better than wrangling, in my judgment, over complish 


resentati 


points of order and personalities and all that. age 
words 0 


Let us come to this question and settle it, as 


allowed to speak in defense of his own rights 


| standing is that the Virginia question shall be 
in the premises. 


disposed of to-morrow without any regard to 





Mr. NYE. This is his story, and it would || the shape of it. || we agree we must act upon it finally and thai Committ 
be indelicate in him todo so. [Laughter.] || Mr. CARPENTER. Let it be understood |; soon. Now, let us have a general understand: not that 
It makes a little odds, I find, whose ox it is |! that all the questions relating to Virginia are || ing that to-morrow at four o’clock we shall pass ? B 
that is gored. ‘ to be disposed of. || proceed to vote upon this bill and then marc! bills, the 

Mr. DRAKE. Now, sir, the thing stands || Mr. EDMUNDS. We had one understand- || up to the task and accomplish it. Mr. 
in this way, and I want it known that it stands || ing that we would vote on the merits of a par- || The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair wil! Mr. 
so: the gentleman in charge of this bill goes || ticular bill at a particular time. In a manner || state to the Senator from Michigan that th the Sene 
around during the day privately to his friends || that I thought was a violation of that under- || Senator from Vermont, speaking to the Chair, Mr. 8 
and gets them to promise to sit this bill out, || standing a majority of the Senate chose to lay | has declined to assent to that agreement. to the S 
and other Senators, not knowing that, go away || that bill aside and take up another. I decline, | Mr. HOWARD. I suppose a majority o! Mr. ! 
in the expectation that no vote will be had. | for one, to have any understanding that shall || the Senate will consent to it, and that will | pe eae 

Mr. STEWART. Does the Senator from || bind me on this subject. Iam ready to vote || sufficient. itis, wh 
Missouri charge that my desire to bring this bill || now, or adjourn, as the manager of the bill || Mr. EDMUNDS. My honorable friend from a 
to a vote and sit it out on all occasions was a || thinks fit: but I decline to be a party to any | Illinois imputes to those of us who did not see House b 
private matter? Have I not called for the yeas || understanding. | fit to vote at four o'clock on Monday on this Mr, y 
und nays on all motions to adjourn, and saidI || Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the Senator from |; House bill a violation of faith, because he says | verily | 
would hold the Senate here at all times as long || Vermont is quite right after what occurred the || the understanding had.on Friday last was that standing 
as they would sit and try to getavote? Is || other day. be Senate bill and the House bill || we would at that time vote upon the subject, wey - 
there any contrivance in that? If there is, 1 || are word for word the same with the exception || and not upon the particular bill, and that be shane 
shall have to stir around a little more. | of the word ‘said.’’ The House bill has the || had in mind all the time, if I understand ‘en 

Mr. DRAKE. The gentleman has been || word ‘‘said’’ in it before ‘‘ Virginia;’’ the || him, the idea that we should take up the ‘nn 
stirring around here for nine days, and I sup- | Senate bill did not have it; otherwise they are || House Virginia bill and give the Senate bill the eae S 
pose he is so fully impressed with the idea of || alike, word for word. And for Senators after || go-by. If1 mistake his position I wish he would t J 
tory O’ Moore that there is luck in odd num- || agreeing here upon a common understanding || correct me. I understood him to say so th: ae 
bers that he does not want to trust this bill to || to vote upon the question of the admission of || other day; and he says, what is true, that he ioaceee 


go over to the tenth day. Sir, it is all wrong. 
lhere can be no possible justification for 
attempting to press so grave a question as this 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 


Virginia to insist that that was on a different 
question, as the Senator from Vermont does, 
strikes me as strange, and I think he may well 


among certain Senators that a vote should be 


had the evening before undertaken to call up 
the House Virginia bill and that was objected 
to, which would be pretty strong evidence to 


“Mr. Trewevir. Ifit be understood that weshal! 


time thi 
the Hou 


to a vote in the Senate, with no outside emer- || refuse to enter into any arrangement. Both || most sensible men that the parties objecting "the E 
gency resting upon us, inthe absence of so large || bills were on the table, and I had called atten- || did not intend to take up the House bill. Bat at all. b 
a portion of the Senate as are now absent from || tion to the House bill before the agreement was || now let us see exactly what took place ;_I read afies te 
’ the Senate Chamber. || made, and suggested its substitution that night || from the Globe what occurred in the Senate, be fale 
Mr. HOWARD. Twenty-six are absent. _|| before making the arrangement; and then to || giving the details of this agreement : ‘Mat 
Mr. DRAKE. ‘Twenty-six, more than one || come into the Senate and refuse to abide byit | “Mr. Trumevt.. As some of my friends here are te 
third. Some one says ‘‘ they are all paired.’’ || was singular. I think the Senator from Ver- || ety Revie spout eoyrnens, Seventy, 7 np Secreta 
‘Who knows that? Certainly there is nobody |! mont is right now. frame eet ce ea oe rs tashaas, and aa by the 
paired here, I guess, with a Democratic Sen- || Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, Iam aston- || my friend from Pennsylvania, who has been here ential 
ator. If they were paired with Democratic || ished at what the Senator from Illinois says. I || longerthan any of us, insists on going home to-night. Mr. |] 
Senators those & eld aw ° his Chassb alii and for some reason or other is very anxious that the Mir. 
Senators those Senators would not be here || have sat many years in this Chamber and I || Senate should adjourn, I will suggest that if it can agreed | 
waiting for this vote. never heard any such assumption as he makes || be understood that we shall take the vote upon this amble { 
Now, Mr. President, I have said all that I || to-night. The two bills were essentially differ- || Virginia bill to-morrow’ — Mr. " 
have to say about this matter. If it pleases || ent. They were different in origin, they were Mark the words, Mr. President, ‘* upon this readine 
the Senate after what I have said to — this |! at different stages of legislative proceeding, || Virginia bill to-morrow.’’ ‘Then the Senator Senator 
matter to a vote, very well; we shall see how || absolutely different. The pretension that they || was interrupted : , pleases. 
the thing will come out in the end. | were one and the same is not to be sustained. || ‘*Mr. Morriit, of Vermont. Monday. Mr. § 
Mr. CONKLING. They will all be back by || Then, in another respect they were different. || {{Mr.'Trumputy. Well, Monday. the Sen 
six o'clock ” || The Senate bill had alread . : te Several Senators. Say Monday. es 
Mr. DRAKE. N : | the Senate bill had already upon it an impor “Mr. Trempu.. If it can be understood that at The’ 
Mr. wits on ‘le they = not. /ant amendment which was not upon the || ee S es Ch ey ae ees o’elock on Mon- be mad 
r. ssON. Is it in order to move an || House bill, and now the Senator from Illinois || day—— ; , ator fi 
; S205 . | rr f r > selock on “vor Iro 
adjournment? insists that when there was an understanding | sane? Wewill spres.to tires © ‘eles Mr. § 














hat at 
Mon 


»ck on 


eshall 


+ three o’clock on Monday, for one, as unwilling 
to have the matter go over, | would be will- 

-ee to let it go over until Monday, and let 

+e now adjourn, if thatis its disposition, over 
Monday. Can we do that ? 7 

Several SENATORS. Certainly; certainly. 

rrempuLL. Can that be the general under- 

+ of the Senate, that on Monday at three 

ok we shall vote upon this bill?” 

Of course the emphasis is mine. 


‘this bill.’ 


The print 


We Drake. Why not say four o’clock?”’ 


\nd then it went on in a conversation of this 
vo kind, resulting in the agreement named. 


me 


“ow Lask my friend froma Illinois, without any | 


ling or heat, because my respect for him is 
reat to allow me to indulge in it, if he 
chinks he is justified in imputing to us bad faith, 
cay nothing of other people, after what took 
will answer without 
When I spoke of taking the vote 


we 
{ ¢ 


ny ict 


ir. TRUMBULL. 1 


» ‘this bill’’ I did not have it in my mind at | 


i that we were to vote upon it in the particular | 


chape it was then. That never occurred to me. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then why did not my 
-iend suggest that view ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
the evening to the Senator from Vermont, who 
rade the objection, that if the Senate was full 
| would move then to take up the House bill. 
Does anybody know better than the Senator 
“om Vermont that the friends of the admis- 


I had stated earlier in | 


‘on of Virginia would desire to adopt that | 


course which would bring the Senate soonest 
toa vote upon a practical bill that would ac- 

ymplish the object? And the House of Rep- 
resentatives having passed a bill in the very 


words of the bill reported by the Judiciary | 


Committee, excepting the word ‘‘ said,’’ was 
not that the bill we would 
iss? But I will ask the Clerk to read the two 
bills, that the Senate may see—— 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, preamble and all. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. A preamble is not in 
he Senate bill. 
Mr. SUMNER, 
to the Senate bill. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 


ta question to the Senator from Vermont. 


And read the amendment 


naturally desire to | 


Now, I should like to 


itis, whether he understood when the agree- || 


ment was made that we were not to take up the 
use bill ? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I most certainly did, and 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir; 
‘‘and’’ anything about it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Afterthat some 
other Senator may demand the reading of some 
other document; but the Senator from Illinois 
in possession of the floor has a right to have 
the question put before the Senate as to what 
he desires to oa read specifically. 

Mr. MORTON. [rise to inquire if there is 
not a motion to adjourn pending ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is not. 


The motion to adjourn was withdrawn to allow 


you will not 


| unanimous consent to be asked for an agree- 


ment to take the vote at a certain time. The 


| Chair will state to the Senator from Indiana 


that the Senator from Vermont objects, and 
therefore the unanimous consent has not been 
granted. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. For what pur- 


| pose does the Senator from Maine rise? 


Mr. HAMLIN. To know for what reason 
a& motion to adjourn is not in order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Because the Sen- 
ator from Illinois is upon the floor. 

Mr. HAMLIN. That is a good reason. 
[ Laughter. ] 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Unless some Sen- 
ator objects, in which case whether it shall be 


| read must be decided by the Senate, the Sec- 
| retary will read what has been called for by 


|| the.Senator from Illinois. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
of the pending bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair un- 


derstood the Senator to call for the reading 


I called for the reading 


| of a bill that was not pending. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir; I called forthe 
reading of the House bill that is now before us. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator has 


| a right to demand that. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I do ask it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatoralso 
called for the reading of another bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I purpose to have that 
read afterward. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the pending bill from the House of 
Representatives. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 


As it came from the 


| House. 


The Coie‘ CLerk. House bill No. 783 is in 


| these words: 


| verily believed that it was an honest under- | 


standing, as stated by the Senator from Illi- 
is, that we were to vote upon the Senate bill 
th the amendment that was pending to it, and 

| never suspected anything else until my friends 

told me two or three days after in this Chamber. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then, I want to know 
‘the Senator from Vermont thought he was 
to be released from any obligation that even- 
ing if we took up the House bill? Had the 
Senator from Vermont it in his mind at that 
time that in case the Senate should take up 
the House bill he was released from any obliga- 
tion ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Thad it not in my mind 
at all, because I had not the most remote idea 
after the agreement that the House bill was to 
be taken up. 

Mr. SUMNER. Every Senator— 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 

Secretary to read the two bills, that reported 

by the Judiciary Committee, and that which 

came from the House of Representatives. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. With the 


amble to the House bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have called for the 
reading of the two bills I have stated. The 
Senator from Vermont can call for what he 


I eases, 


Mr. SUMNER. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


Unless objection 


| amendments | 
agreed to to the Senate bill, and with the pre- | 





ee ; And let the amendment to | 
‘he Senate bill be read. 


ve made the Secretary will read what the Sen- | 


ator from Illinois desires to have read. 


Mr. SUMNER. And— 


| body to be read. 


“Whereas ’’— 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I did not ask for the 


| reading of the preamble. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator has 


| asked for the reading of the bill without the 


preamble. It will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted, &e., That the said State of Virginia 
is entitled to representation in the Congress of the 
United States. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Now!1 ask for the read- 
ing of the joint resolution reported by the Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
now desires a resolution that is not before the 
If there be no objection the 


| Secretary will read it; if there be objection the 


question will be submitted to a vote of the 


I have called on the |} Senate. 


The Chief Clerk read the joint resolution 
(S. R. No. 85) declaring Virginia entitled to 
representation in the Congress of the United 
States, in the following words: 

Be it resolved, d&c., That the State of Virginia is 
entitled to representation in the Congress of the 


i, United States. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Now the Senate will 
observe that the only difference between the 
two is in the word ‘‘said;’’ and if the Secretary 
should read on he would find that the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Vermont, 
and amended on the motion of the Senator 
from West Virginia, which was either pending 
or adopted, to the Senate resolution was also 
offered immediately when the House bill was 
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taken up, sq that the same subject was before 
the Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, is the Sen- 
ator from Illinois candid? He asks to have 
the House bill read stripped of its preamble, 
and then he asks to have tne Senate resolution 
read stripped of its proviso. Is he candid ? 
The two propositions were essentially distinct. 
The Senate proposition already had an import: 
ant proviso ingrafted upon it as the result of 
many hours, if not many days’ debate. Had 
the question been proceeded with on the Senate 
bill we should have been far toward a final 
vote—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Virginia would have been 
in by this time. 

Mr. SUMNER. Ido not say whether Vir- 
ginia would have been in or not, but we should 
have been far toward a final vote. But the 
Senator from Illinois proposed a change. He 
wished to have the House bill taken up when 
the House bill was without the proviso. Sir, is 
the Senator candid to insist that these two bills 
are alike? They are as different as two bills 
can be—one with an important proposition 
which the other does not contain. 

And now, sir,since testimony has been given— 
the Senator from Illinois has given his testi- 
mony and the Senator from Vermont his—I 
may say | was here in my seat; I heard all 
that passed, and it never entered my head that 
any one could be so preposterous as to imagine 
or to take it into a moment’s consideration 
that any agreement was applicable to the House 
bill. The Senator from Illinois, I think, was 
alone in that; he had the monopoly of it; he 
kept it all to himself, and now he seeks to 
impose it upon the Senate. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I do not think it is possible 
for us to be in a worse temper to-morrow than 
weareto-night. Lhaveconstantly voted against 
adjournment. I now move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

Mr. STEWART. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 25; as follows: 


Upon that | call for the 


YEAS—Mesers. Anthony, Boreman, Buckingham, 
Chandler, Cragin, Drake, Fenton, Gilbert, Harlan, 
lloward, Howe, Morton, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, 
Rice, Robertson, Schurz, Scott, Spencer, Sumner, 
Thayer, and Wilson—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Carpenter, Cas- 
serly, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Edmunds, Fowler, 
Hamilton, Kellogg, Norton, Nye, Osborn, Ross, 
Saulsbury, Sawyer, Stewart, Stockton, Thurman, 
Trumbull, Vickers, Warner, Willey, and Wil 
liams—25. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Brownlow, Cameron, Cattell, 
Davis, Ferry, Hamlin, Harris, McCreery, McDonald, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Pool, Ram 
sey, Sherman, Sprague, Tipton, andYates—17. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 
Missouri, [Mr. Drake. ] 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I now, after the explana- 
tion that we have had, which I think will satisfy 
the Senate and my constituents, withdraw my 
objection to such an arrangement as my friend 
having charge of the bill may choose to make. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Is there farther 
objection to the proposition that at four o’clock 
to-morrow the vote shall be taken on the vari- 
ous propositions in regard to Virginia? 

Mr. CONKLING. I shall makeno objection; 
but I beg to be allowed to make aremark, which 
I do in justice to the chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee. I have heard it said here that 
he must have been alone in his understand- 
ing about the agreement to vote, and I have 
heard the addition that it was preposterou 
for anybody to suppose as he declares himse/f 
to have supposed. I am bound to say, in 
justice to him and in justice to truth, that it 
never for one moment entered my mind that 
there was or could be a doubt that the under 
standing covered the body of the subject upon 
which we were to vote, the admission of the 
State of Virginia; and the idea that because one 


bill bore one number and another bill bore 


another number a discrimination was to be 
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made as to the observance of the understand- 
ing, | confess astonished me when | heard it 
suggested the next morning. I had no doubt 
whatever at the time that the understanding 
was as the honorable Senator from Illinoishas 
declared he supposed it to be; nor am [ alone 
among the members of the Judiciary Committee 
in this understanding. That I am quite sure of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
tion to the understanding for to-morrow ? 

Mr. THAYER. I desire now to ask the 
Senator from New York why, then, he did not 
interpose to arrest the debate at four o’clock 
on Monday, if he supposed the understanding 
held? 

Mr. CONKLING. 
state to the Senator, for my 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


I shall be very glad to 
part no 
The Chair will 


Is there objec: | 


state, before this debate progresses further, that | 


he hears no objection now to an understanding 
that the vote shall be taken to-morrow. 
Mr. CONKLING. When the Senator from 


Vermont made the suggestion that he did, and | 


the Senator from Massachusetts simultane- 
ously avowed that he would avail himself of 
the sole objection, (if it should be sole,) to 
more than one reading of the bill on that day, 


I then peapone myself, to go on with the 
Senate bill. I regretted then, and I regret 


now, that the Senator having charge of this 
bill did not fall into that suggestion ; and I did 
it, | will say to the Senator from Nebraska, to 


avoid any contingency which could lead to the | 


statement which has been made here now of 
the difference between Senators. 

Mr. NYE. 
allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. CONKLING. Yes, sir. 

Mr. NYE. Itis whether when that House 
bill came in the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary did not say that if the Senate was 
not then comparatively thin he would move to 
take it up at that time and substitute it for the 
Senate bill? 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly he did, and I 
will say further to the Senator from Nevada, 
that I came here the next morning, as I left 
here that night, with an undoubting under- 
standing that the House bill was to be offered 
as a substitute and that the vote was to be 


| 


Will the Senator from New York | 


taken under the arrangement that had been | 


made. I had no more doubt about it than | 
had that the arrangement occurred; and now 
I venture to ask the honorable Senator from 


and so I stated at the time—that the best way to 


arrive at it was to offer it as a substitute, and 
I think the event has vindicated my opinion. 
But that it was covered by the understanding, 
[ repeat I did not doubt, and I am astonished 
that any Senators did doubt it; but undoubt- 
edly, as they aver that they did, such is the 


fact. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator’s own testi- 
mony is against his conclusion. He says he 
imagined it would be moved as a substitute. 
It was perfectly in order to move it as a sub- 
stitute; there is no question on that point. 

Mr. CONKLING. I am amazed again at | 
the Senator from Massachusetts. [understood | 
the arrangement to cover the House as well as | 
the Senate bill; and my own preference as to 
the parliamentary mode of getting at it was to 
offer it as a substitute, and not to lay aside the | 
other bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
standing. 

Mr. CONKLING. But that the understand- 
ing covered the whole subject. of the admission | 


‘That was my under- | 


_of Virginia, no matter how the bills were num- | 


| bered and no matter whence they came origin- 


| meaning of the whole body of the Senate. 


ally, I believed to be the clear accord and 


Mr. MORTON. 


| discussion is very unprofitable; but there is one 


is that when the time came around on Monday 


| about it, and it seemed to be the general view 


the present agreement, I believe. 


| now? 


Wisconsin [Mr. Carpenter] whether his un- || 


derstanding was or was not like mine, as he 


sat near me on the occasion and we conferred | 


with each other about it. 
Mr. CARPENTER. I will say that my 
understanding was precisely that stated by the 


Senator from New York, and without that | 


understanding I should have voted against an 
adjournment that night. 

Mr. STEWART. That was my understand- 
ing also. 

Mr. SUMNER. Now I understand the Sen- 
itor from New York to say that the House bill 
was to be moved as a substitute. That is a 
different matter. 


Mr. CONKLING, I say I supposed it would | 


take that direction. 


-ing outthe understanding had been made before | 
_ by the Senator from Vermont distinctly. 


fact that ought to settle this question, and that 


for taking the vote according to the original | 
agreement it seemed to be taken by common 
consent, with very little objection, that the vote 
should not be taken; that the status of the ques- 


| 
It occurs to me that this | 
| 
tion had been changed ; and consequently the | 


hour was passed without voting with scarcely || 


an objection being made by anybody. 
Mr. CONKLING. The objection to carry- 


Mr. MORTON. Itis true the objection had | 
been made, but scarcely anything was said 


of the Senate, by its concurrence, that the | 


status of the question had been changed and | 


Mr. CONKLING. What is the agreement 


Mr. STEWART. That we vote on the main 
proposition at four o'clock to-morrow. 

Mr. CONKLING. LTask the Chair what is 
the understanding ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Antnony 
in the chair.) The understanding is that the 
vote shall be taken on this bill to-morrow at 
four o'clock. 

Mr. CONKLING, Upon which bill? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Upon the 


|| pending matter. 


Mr. THAYER. I state as emphatically that |, 


my understanding was that if the House bill 
was moved as a substitute it would not be done 
unuil four o'clock on Monday. I expected it 
would be moved then, when we came to vote, 
hut not before, And let me say that the Sen- 
ate bill was an entirely distinct bill after it had 
been amended in the Senate. We did not chose 
then to take another bill up. 

Mr. CONKLING. I acquiesce in what the 
Senator says, but I did not distinguish in my 
own mind between its being moved at four 
o'clock or some other hour. 


that in some form the House bill was to be | 
voted upon and that the House bill was cov- | 
ered by the understanding that we should vote | 
at four o'clock on Monday; and my judgment | 


was, I say to the Senator from Massachusetts— 


i had no doubt |: 


that the agreement was not binding. 
Mr. STEWART. There is no objection to 

| 

| 

Mr. STEWART. The whole subject-matter. 

Mr. HOWARD. This bill. 

Mr. CONKLING. I object to that under- 
standing unless it is with the idea that we are 
to vote on the subject-matter. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. | 
subject. 

Mr. HOWARD. | 

Mr. SUMNER, 
bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
not adjourn. 

| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


Mr. 


I insist it shall be the 


I insist it shall not. 
It shall be on the pending 


Then I hope we shall 


WILSON. I move that the Senate 


adjourn, and we can have the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 


Mr. CONKLING. Is that motion in order ? 
* The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is. 

Mr. CONKLING. Has any business tran- 
spired since the other motion was made? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There has 
been long debate since. The Chair has no 
doubt that the motion to adjourn is in order. 

Mr. CONKLING. I ask for the yeas and | 
nays on that motion. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Before put- 
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| that at four o’clock to-morrow the y 


| standing. 


| Virginia. 


|, and the House bill which is before us—the , 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ting the vote the Chair will state that the 

ent occupant was not in the chair at the 
the understanding was made, but was y 
floor. He understood the arrangeme 


ys) 
VO. d2U, 


the U 


t rinted, 


ir 
re 


pon t] 
nt to | 
; ; Ote shoy 
be taken upon the pending bill and the gy); 

matter involved in it. That was the yy, 


mittee. 
rR 
Mr. B 
to intro¢ 
Mr. CONKLING. If that is the unders:, the mor 
ing I beg to withdraw my objection ¢, amendn 
adjournment; but I object to anything y Mr. h 
will lead to another such fiasco. mf the © 
Mr. HOWARD. I wish to say that j; 4 bill to 
other bill is introduced, even upon this gy});. vetted 
matter, in my judgment it will open the wi) 
debate. I understand this arrangemoey: , 
relate to the pending bill for the admis 


SECTIO 
Repre ser 
sy pan ARE 
‘ > 

ertified 


fStute 


W0)r 
SiO ot 


Mr. SUMNER. With the amendmeyt, 

Mr. HOWARD. Withall the amendinen: 
That is the usual understanding in such ease: 
It does not cover the subject-matter in q)| . 
variations and all its possible forms. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does this understayq, athe J 
cover the Senate bill which lies on the ta! 


suc b Sta 
proposer 
( ongres: 
ereot, 
thereatt 


+) 


bills we have been discussing? 


Mr. HOWARD. ‘The bill which wo 








before us is the House bill. 2b 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Andall its amendines: ave be 
Mr. HOWARD. All its amendments. United 
course. ‘The other bill is laid aside; jt js - eae 
the table. meatiOr 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Suppose we should wa; the Unil 
to take up the Senate bill in lieu of this? shall © 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the, 9000 1 
for the yeas and nays withdrawn? retion 
Mr. CONKLING. If the Chair inquir Ja ta 
me I will say yes, if I can have a proper und te 
standing now in answer to the question pu! | 
the Senator from Illinois: suppose some S» "The 
ator shall move to lay aside this bill and ts i | 
up the Senate bill, then shall the understa vr 
ing go for nothing? vee 
Mr. CARPENTER. Certainly ; that is: ea 
understanding of the Senator from Michiz 
Mr. HOWARD. Oh, no. Mr. 
Mr. CONKLING. If that is so we | cubmi 
gain nothing. olutior 
Mr. SUMNER. What is the use of ms adopte 
ing such a motion? Why discuss ii? \\ Whe. 
imagine it ? by the 
Mr. CONKLING. I decline to discuss! tors a 
question with the Senator. pedo» 
Mr. HOWARD. If anewbill is introduc chateau 
here that has not been before us this arranyg: the res 
ment should not apply to it. 7 
Several Senators. Oh, no; now we und byam 
stand. mem be 
Mr. CONKLING. Then the understand: by 24 
is that both these bills shail be voted upon wi! and Pe 
their amendments, or either, as the case mu) subjee 
be. [‘* Yes, certainly.”’] I withdraw my ca Denar 
for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. And any amendmen Mr. 
that may be offered? trodu 
Mr. DRAKE. Any amendments that m of W 
be offered. secon 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the « Inval 
for the yeas and nays withdrawn ? PUB 
Mr. CONKLING. Yes, sir. Ma 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there. eaiite 
no objection the call for the yeas and nays * cena 
withdrawn. The question now is on the motio! Res 
that the Senate adjourn. ind is 
The motion was agreed to; and the Sena’ thee 
adjourned. ae 
other 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. aod 
Tnvrspay, January 20, 1870. loget 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. Pray: A 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burien. M 
The Journal of yesterday was read a! to in 
approved, to de 
TESTIMONY IN UNITED STATES COURTS. Stat 
Mr. FERRISS, by unanimous consent, ! nt 
ported back from the Committee on _Revisi0' Pop 


of the Laws of the United States House b: 











ior 
iers 


Lh 
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20, to perpetuate testimony in the courts 
. United States; which was ordered to be 
cred y om recommitted to the same com- 
RATIFICATION OF AMENDMENTS. 
BINGHAM. lLask unanimous consent 
a bill for reference, to regulate 
mode of determining the ratification of 
:\dments to the Constitution. 
ae AND: ALL. Let the bill be read. 
mh, Clerk read as follows: 


© ice 


| to regulate the mode of determining the rat- 
cation of amendments to the Constitution of the 
United Sti ites proposed by Congress. 
oTtion 1. Be it enacted by the and House of 
exentatiwes of the Unite d Stat esos America in Con- 
-ossembled, That in all cases wherein a State has 
tified, or shall hereafter certify, to the Secretary 
»Stote of the United States that ‘the Legislature of 
ich State has ratified any amendment heretofore 
| or which sball hereafter be proposed by the 
Congress of the United States to the Constitution 
-yeof. it shall be unlawful for such State to certify 
eafter any repeal of such amendment; and if 
wh certificate of repeal be made said Secretary of 
ate shall not receive or make any record thereof 
» Department of State, but the same shall be 
jand of no effect. 
spec. 2, And be it further enacted, That any and all 
ns who shall, after the Legislatures of 
ths of the States have ratified any amendment 
the Constitution of the United States proposed by 
e ‘ongress thereof, repeal or attempt to repeal any 
ition of such amendment after the same shall 
.ve been certified to the Secretary of State of the 
ted States, and before the Congress of the United 
States shall have proposed an amendment providing 
for the repeal thereof, shall be guilty of a misde- 
ind upon conviction thereof in any courtof 
ic United States having jurisdiction in the premises 
ll be subject to imprisonment not less than one 
more than ten years or to a fine of not less than 
0 nor more than $10,000, or to both, in the dis- 
tion of the court. 
Sec. 3. All acts or parts of 
th are hereby repealed. 


ELDRIDGE. 


Ne nate 


acts inconsistent here- 
How does that bill get 


oP 
ere 


lhe SPEAKER. 

Mr. Brive cag asks unanimous 
duce the bill for reference. 
ELDRIDGE. I object. 

CONGRESSIONAL FR 

Mr. GOLLADAY, 


] 


submitted 


consent to 


ANKING. 
by unanimous consent, 
the following preamble and res- 
olution; which were read, considered, and 
iG ne 
Vhereas the Postmaster General has decided that 
i¢ present postal laws of the United States Sen- 


sand Representatives in Congress have no right 
frank speeches or other public documents for 
nailing at any office after being once mailed; and 


hereas postmasters in the United States have taken 
responsibility, with the knowledgeif not appro- 
| of the Postmaster General, to withhold letters 
l other mail matter for postage that were franked 
by a member of Congress, upon the ground that such 
iember of Congress was not present at the locality 
where such matter was mailed: Therefore, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
d Post Roads be requested to ¢xamine into this 
ibject, and report by bill or otherwise the right that 
nators may be entitled to. 
WILLIAM SILVER. 
Mr. MERCUR, by unanimous consent, in- 
‘oduced a bill (H. No. 877) for the relief 
William Silver; which was read a first and 
nd time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT ALBANY, NEW YORK. 
Mr. MAYHAM, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution ; which was read, 
‘onsidered, and adopted : 
R , That the Seer 


Resolved 


tary of the Treasury be, 


hd 1s her eby, requested t« take into consideration 
e erection of a suitable building at Albany, New 
Lork, tor - the accommodation of the United States 
irts, post oflice, internal revenue, customs, and 


er offices © f the Government loc ated in that city 

ndtoreport tothis Llouse his vie *wsinregard thereto, 

ith such recommendation as he may deem proper, 
‘ther with the estimates of thecost of the building 


AGRICULTURAL LANDS IN 
Mr. SARGENT. I ask unanimous consent 
(o introduce for consideration at this time a bill 
to dedicate the public agricultural lands in the 
State of California to homestead and preémp- 
tio yn purposes. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. I will have to object to 
the consideration of the bill at this time. I 


CALIFORNIA, 


THE 


three | 


The genuleman from Ohio 


CONGRESSION A 


am afraid it will lead to debate, and I do not 
want time taken for that ’ rpe 
Mr. SARGENT. If it 
withdraw it. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. 
1 will not object. 


se now 
leads to debs te [will 


After the morning hour 


RAILROAD G 


Mr. SMITH, of Oregon, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduceda bill (H. R. No. 878) to extend 
the provisionsof an actentitled ‘* An act grant- 


RANT TO OREGON 


ing land to aid in the construction of a railway 


and telegraph line from the Central Pacific 
railroad, in California, to Portland, in Oregon, 
and for other purposes ;”’ ’ 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

PENSION LAWS. 

Mr. KETCHAM, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 879) to repeal the 
second section of an act making appropriations 
for the payment of invalid and other pensions 
of the United States for the year ending June 
30, 1869, approved July 23, 1868 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

POSTAL TELEGRAPH, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I ask 
unanimous consent to introduce a bill to estab- 
lish postal telegraph lines in the United States 
and to have it referred to a special committee 
of nine members. 


Mr. ROOTS. I object. 


ANTON SMITH. 


Mr. CULLOM, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 880) for the relief of 


which was read a | 


Anton Smith; which was read a first and second | 


time, and referred to the Committee on Patents. 
ACQUISITION OF FOREIGN TERRITORY. 
Mr. LOUGHRIDGE, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following preamble and reso- 
lution; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be pene : 


W hereas it is understood that certain ne 
are pending and others in contemplation for the 
purchase of foreign territory and the 
thereoftothisGovernment byandthroughthe treaty- 
making department of the Government: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the Constitution of the United 
States doesnotconfer upon the treaty-making depart- 
mentofthe Government the powertoextendthearea 
of this Government and Sohseuiiiin its jurisdiction 
foreign countries and foreign people and investsuc h 
foreign people with the right of citizenship in this 
Government without the consent of Congress; and 
until such consent is given no compact, agreement, 
or treaty to that effect is valid or binding upon the 


annexation | 


gotiations | 


Government ofthe United States, and no officer of | 


the United States has avy authority on behalf of the 
Government to take possession of such territory until 
authorized by act of Congress so to do. 


DISABILITIES FOR DESERTION., 


r. TYNER, by unanimous consent, submit- 
sia the following resolution ; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the removal of the disabilitic s of 
desertion which attach to soldiers in the service of 
the United St: nae during the late war of the rebel- 
lion, by reason of 
without leave after the surrender of the rebel armies, 
which prevent a settlement of their claims for bs uek 
pay and bounty. 


JACOB GATES 

Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania, by unan- 
imous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
881) granting an invalid pension toJacob Gates ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 

Pensions and War of 1812. 
LIMITS OF TREATY- 
Mr. WOOD, by unanimous 
mitted the following resolution ; 
referred to the C 


MAKING POWER. 


consent, sub- 
which was 
ymmittee on l*oreign Affairs : 

Itesolved, That in the judgment of this House its 
right to consider the propriety and expediency of 
the appropriation of public money for any purpose 
whatever cannot be impaired ordenied; nor can the 
treaty-making power vested in the President and 
Senate conclude its action in any case where legisla- 
tion is required to execute it, 


their having left their regiments 


lL, GLOBE. 


; which was || 


or) 
—_ 
rh | 


TAXATION ON PRODUCE BROKERS. 

Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey, by unanimous 
consent, submitted the following resolution : 
which was read, considered, and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Committce of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the p -ropriety of amend- 
ing articie thirteen, section nine, of an act entit led 

An act to reduce internal taxation and to ame nd 
an actentitled ‘ An act to provide internal revenue, 
&c., approved the 13th day of July, 1866, s0 as to 
relieve ‘armers from produce brokers’ tax in the 
disposal or sale of the produce of their farms. 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF NEBRASKA, ETC 

Mr. JULIAN. Lask unanimous consent to 
report back from the Committee on the Public 
Lands the final report of the United States 
geological survey of Nebraska and the western 
Territories, under the direction of Hon. Joseph 
Wilson, Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, by F’. V. Hayden, geologist. The com- 
mittee are of opinion that this report ought to 
be printed ; but we are not prepared to recom- 
mend the printing of any extra copies. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Does not the question of 
printing this document go under the law to the 
Committee on Printing? 

The SPEAKER. The printing of extra 
numbers must be referred to that committee ; 
but the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Junin] 
proposes merely the printing of the usual 
number. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Then I must object to 
the introduction of the report at present. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Indiana object to the reference of the report 
to the Committee on Printing ? 

Mr. JULIAN. No, sir. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection 


| the report will be so referred. 


There was no objection. 

RAILROAD LAND GRANT 

Mr. CLARKE, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 882) for a grant of 
lands to the Junction City, Solomon Valley, 
and Denver City Railroad Company, and for 
the disposal of said lands to actual settlers ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 


ARREARS OF PENSION TO DISABLED SOLDIERS 


Mr. HAY, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following resolution ; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
be instructed to report a billto this House providing 
that all persons who shall have lost both feet in the 
military serv ic e of the United States and in the line 
of duty, and those who, under the same conditions, 
have lost both hands or both eyes, shall be paid 
arrears of pension to the time of their disability at 
the rate per month specified in an act approved July 
4, 1864, entitled *‘ An act supplementary to an act to 
grant pensions.”’ 

CARRIAGE OF 

Mr. CALKIN, by unanimous consent, sub- 

mitted the following resolution; which was 


MAILS ON RAILROADS, 


| read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed 
to report for the information of this House, at the 
earliest practicable moment, whether the contracts 
for trans porting the mails on the railway lines of 
the different States of our Union are by mile or by 
weight, and the price for the same. 


WILLIAM JOHNSON. 
Mr. HAY, by, unanimous consent, intro- 


duce d a bill (H. No. 883) granting a pen- 
sion to William yan a soldier in the war 


| of 1812; which was read a first and second 


time. and referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions and War of 1812. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 

Mr. KELLEY. I ask vnanimous consent 
to make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER. For how long’ 

Mr. KELLEY. Five minutes. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
Clerk’s desk the St. 
ary 17, 1870, and ask the Clerk 
paragraph I have marked. 


, 


Mr. Speaker, I send to the 
Louis Democrat of Janu 
to read the 
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The Clerk read as follows : 


‘This cheap ery of British gold is about played 
out. There are a great many more men in Congress 
and out of it who are bribed to advocate what they 
know to be against the public interest by American 
gold than by British. We might easily retort on 
Mr. Ketuey. Itwould be easy to say that his per- 
sonal interest, to the extent of $100,000in iron works 
in [rondale, Ohio, bribes him to cast a vote against 
the public welfare. But that sort of argument may 
well be left altogether to those who have no better 
at command.,’’ 


Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, I have called 


the attention of the House to this paragraph | 


not by reason of its own importance, but be- 
cause I have from time to time seen articles in 
the papers speaking of my great pecuniary 
interest in pig-iron. 


I did not know how to | 


account for them until within a few days one | 


of the gentlemen from Ohio, [Mr. Garriep, | 


or his colleague, [Mr. Wison,] handed me a | 
letter, the printed heading of which informed | 


me that ‘* William D. Kelley & Sons are the 
proprietors of Grant furnace, Ironton, Ohio.”’ 
! saw then that those who made this intimation 
had at least a reasonable basis of fact. I want 
to say that 1 do not know my namesake, but 
was pleased to hear that he is a worthy and 
prosperous man, with a large family of sons 
about him who are laboriously aiding him in 


his business, while I, less fortunate, happen | 


to have but one son, who is not yet fifteen 
years of age. 

I am not interested in a foot of land in the 
State of Ohio. I never had means enough, 
having been a lawyer whose services were not 
liberally requited, to embark in manufacturing 
pig-iron or any other commodity. Nor do | 
own, directly or indirectly, one dollar of capital 


or stock in any mining or manufacturing inter- | 


est in the world. God knows that, as I feel 
years creeping over me, I regret my indifference 


to pecuniary matters, and wish I had been able | 


to acquire some such property. 
DISPUTE WITH BRAZIL. 
Mr. WILKINSON. Lask unanimous con- 
ent to submit the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President be requested, if 
compatible with the publie interest, to furnish to 
the House all the correspondence between our late 
minister to Brazil, General Webb, and the Brazil- 
ian Government, from the 26th of March to the 27th 
of May, 1869, relating to aclaim for indemnity in the 
case of the ship Canada, wrecked on the coast of 
Brazil in 1865, and which led to a suspension of dip- 
lomatie relations by our minister, and the restora- 
tion of the same, together with a copy of our min- 
ister’s dispatch to the State Department on the sub- 
ject; and also copies of any correspondence between 
this Government and the Government of Brazil or 
its representatives on the subject of said suspension 
of diplomatie intercourse, and copies of any letters 


or instructions from the Secretary of State to our | 
present minister at the Court of Brazil on the same | 


ubject. 

Mr. BUFFINTON. I ask the gentleman 
to accept the following amendment: 

And tha 
a copy of an affidavit of Francis Rosa, the fourth 
mate of the ship Canada, denying that he ever 


the State Department furnish in addition | 


made any such afidavit orstatement in regard to the | 


loss of the ship Canada as he is represented to 
have made by the Brazilian Government, and upon 
oaiee the reclamation for damages was refused by 

roaau. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I accept that amend- 
ment as a modification of my resolution. 

Mr. RANDALL. Does that resolution in- 
volve any expenditure of money ? 

Mr. BUFFINTON. It does not. 

There was no objection ; and the resolution, 
as modified, was adopted. 

Mr. WILKINSON moved to reconsider the 


vote by which the resolution was adopted; and | 


also moved that the motion to reconsider be || 


laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. KELSEY. 1 now insist on the regular 
order of business. 


Mr. SCOFIELD moved to reconsider the | 
various votes by which bills, &e., had been | 


referred and recommitted ; and also moved that 

the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION. 

Mr. KELSEY. 


I yield to the gentleman | 


_read, considered, and agreed to: 
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from Massachusetts {Mr. Hoar] to introduce | 


a resolution. 
Mr. HOAR, by unanimous consent, submit- 
ted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be | 
directed to communicate to this House, as soon as 
may be convenient, so much of the report of the | 


Commissioner of Education as relates to technical | 
education. 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 


Mr. LOGAN, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
back a letter from the Secretary of War, in- 
closing a communication from the adjutant 
general of the Territory of Utah, inclosing a 
statement of the expenses incurred by the Ter- | 
ritory in the suppression of Indian hostilities | 
during the years 1865, 1866, and 1867, and 
moved that the papers be ordered to be printed, 
and that they be recommitted to the same com- | 
mittee. 


The motion was agreed to. 

PUBLIC OFFICES AT JEFFERSON CITY. 

Mr. BURDETT. I ask unanimous consent 
to submit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to take into consideration the erection of 
a suitable building in Jefferson City, Missouri, for 
the accommodation of the United States courts, 
post office, internal revenue, and other Government | 
offices located in that city, and to report tothis House 


his views in regard thereto, together with an esti- 
mate of the cost of the building. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I object. 
NAVAL COALING STATIONS. 


Mr. SWANN, by unanimous consent, sub- | 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy furnish 
to this House a list of the principal coaling stations 
in the United States used in connection with the 
naval marine; the average prices of coal at each 
during the years 1868 and 1869; whether anthracite 
or bituminous; and the quantities purchased by the 
Government at said stations of each kind for the use 
of the Navy in each year. 


BROOKLYN NAVY-YARD. 


Mr. SLOCUM, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 





Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to communicate to this House his views as 
to the expediency of removing the navy-yard at 
Brooklyn, New York, to another site. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. KELSEY. I[ must again insist on the 
regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New | 
York calls for the regular order, which will 
bring on the morning hour and the consider- 
ation of the League Island bill, on which the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Scorie.p ] 
is entitled tothe floor, having fifty-one minutes 
of his hour remaining. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I will yield to the gentle- 
man from Utah [Mr. Hoorer] to present a 
memorial. 


ADMISSION OF UTALL. 
Mr. HOOPER, of Utah, by unanimous con- 


sent, presented the —— and memorial of 


' twenty-two thousan 


citizens of the Territory 
of Utah, praying for admission as a State of 


the Union; which were referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Territories. 
ANDREW TEN BROOK. 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 884) for the relief of 
Andrew Ten Brook; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 


APPRAISEMENT OF IMPORTS. 


Mr. DIXON, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Commerce, reported back 
the bill (H. R. No. 745) to regulate the ap- 
praisement and inspection of imports in cer- | 
tain cases, and for other purposes, and moved | 
that it be ordered to be printed, and recom- | 





mitted to the same committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 


| 
| 
| 
Mr. BLAIR, by unanimous consent, intro- | 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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Mr. RANDALL moved to recons 
various votes by which bills, &c., had been 
ferred and recommitted since the adoption os 
the like motion of Mr. Scorirnp: and ¢ “ 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid o. 
the table. ee 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NAVY-YARD AT LEAGUE ISLAND. 


The House, as the regular order, resyypq) 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. No, 489 f : 
the transfer of the Philadelphia navy-yard to 
League Island, Mr. Scorre.p having the floor 

Mr. SCOFIELD addressedthe House. [So, 
Appendix. ] ; 

Mr. MYERS. 
hour remains? 

The SPEAKER. Nineteen minutes. 

Mr. MYERS then addressed the House, }y; 
before concluding, : 

The SPEAKER stated that the morniy, 
hour had expired, and the bill went over 4) 
Tuesday next. oa 

[The entire speech will be published jn th, 
Appendix. ] 

MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


Mr. BECK. I now move that the Hoys 
resolve itself into Committee of the Who), 
upon the special order. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself jn; 
Committee of the Whole on the state of th 
Union, (Mr. Myers in the chair. ) 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The first special orde; 
is House bill No. 782, making appropriation 
for the support of the Military Academy { 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1871, on which 
all general debate has been closed by order o: 
the House to five minutes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For new press, type, &c., materials for oflice, an 
diplomas for graduates, $1,300. 

‘or cadet registers, class reports, blanks, &c., $2) 


Mr. MAYNARD. I move to strike ov: 
‘* &e.’’ where it occurs. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

For miscellaneous and_ incidental expense: 
namely, gas, coal, andsoforth, for lighting Acaden 
barracks, mess-hall, and hospital, officer’s stables, 
and so forth, $3,500; water pipes, plumbing, repairs, 
and so forth, $1,500; scrubbing public buildings, (1: 
quarters, ) 9500; and for other miscellaneous items, 
per estimate, $2,290, amounting in all,to $7,790. 

Mr. BECK. I move to strike out the word 
‘‘and so forth ’’ where they occur. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows : 

For the departments of drawing, French, ethic: 
Spanish, chemistry, mineralogy, and geology, in 
cluding $1,000, and no more, for the yearly supply 
of chemicals, glassware, porcelain, paper, Xc., for 
the latter department, $4,010. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I move to strike out 
‘‘ &e.,’* and insert after the word ‘ Spanish 
the words ‘‘ and the department of.” 

Mr. BECK. I am instructed by tlie Com 
mittee on Appropriations to move the sam 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I propose to offer an 
amendment to come in at the close of this bill, 
which I know is subject to an objection ou 
account of a point of order that may be raise¢ 
against it. But I trust, after the amendmen! 
is read, that.point of order will not be raised. 
I send the amendment to the Clerk’s desk to 
be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

And hereafter,in addition to the other mem) rs 
of the Board of Visitors to be appointed by the Pres- 
ident, according to existing law, to attend the an 
nual examination of cadets at the United State 
Military Academy, there shall be onevery such }oar 
two Senators, to be designated by the Vice Pres! 
dent or President pro tempore of the Senate, a 
three members of the House of Representatives, ' 
be designated by the Speaker of the Houseof Kept 
sentatives: such designations respectively to bemad: 
at the session of Congress next preceding the Cum 
of such examination; and the Senators and mem) 
so appointed shall make full report of their action 
as such Visitors, with their views and recommenda 
tions in regard to the said Military Academy, with 


ider th. 


How much of the mo 


Mug 





(87 


ewenty 
session | 


Mr. 
Mr. 
from C 
resenté 
pow, al 
tion fo 
the gel 
and tw 
rectors 
thesan 
tution, 
it woul 
here. 
Mr. 
years § 
the lav 
there § 
a Boal 
hoard 
her of 
three | 
under 
ishing 
of Vis 
half a 
and tl 
the Aj 
clergy 
tion, g 
case t 
these | 
with 
carrie 
much 
appro 
think 
gress 
whose 
gress 
tion, 
from | 

I st 
me se 
resen! 
numb 
five, i1 
board 
to pro 
one 0 
able 1 
we Ca 
Repre 
ations 

The 

Mr. 
and ri 

The 

So 
havin 
that t 
of th 
bill ( 
for t! 
the fi 
diree 
ment 

Th 
mitte 

Mr 
tion | 

Th 
main 

Th 
and 1 
it we 
passe 

Mr 
whic 
that | 
table 

Th 
REPO 
| Mr 
ing, | 








[870. 


-enty days after the mecting of Congress at the 
sion ni xt succeeding the time of their appoint- 
{r. BECK. I have no objection to that. 
Mr. DAWES. I would suggest to my friend 
m Ohio that it be one Senator and two Rep- 
-osentanives. The board is quite numerous 
»ow, and that will make a sufficient representa- 

n for Congress. J agree with the object of 
he ventleman entirely. There is one Senator 
nd two Representatives on the board of di- 
-octors of the Deaf and Dumb Asylum and 
-hesame on the board of the Smithsonian Insti- 
-ation, and I suggest to the gentleman whether 
+ would not be well to have the same board 


SuUmMe 


St) { 


Mr. SCHENCK. I would say that many 
ears since there was an amendment made to 
he law previously in force to the effect that 
here should be selected from alternate States 
, Board of Visitors, one from each, making a 
joard each year equal to half the whole num- 
er of States in the Union. But some twoor 
hree years ago, for what reason I never could 
nderstand, an amendment was adopted abol- 
hing that mode of organization of the Board 
f Visitors, and leaving the President to send 
half a dozen or so, which is now the practice ; 

and these are gentlemen selected from among 
the Army officers. Now and then a worthy 
clergyman, or one in some corresponding posi- 
tion, gets upon the board. It is not often the 
case that very severe criticisms are made by 
these gentlemen, some of whom are graduates, 
th all the esprit du corps which they have 
carried out from that institution. But inas- 
whi much as we are from year to year making 
appropriations to keep up that establishment | 
think the least we can expect is to have Con- 
gress represented on the Board of Visitors, 
whose duty it shall be to come back to Con- 
gress and report the condition of that institu- 
"ve tion, for which we are paying large amounts 
from year to year. 

[ shall not elaborate that point as all around 
me seem agreed that Congress should be rep- 
resented on the Board of Visitors. As to the 
pense number, I think we should have as many as 


—— 


ation Wi 


bat five,in order to have a fair proportion on a 
Pepa board consisting of seven, eight, or nine, so as 
gs, to provide for the accident of one Senator or 
tem one or two of the Representatives not being 
> able to attend. I think we make it as low as 
we can when we say two Senators and three 
Representatives shall attend at these examin- 
ations and make a report to Congress. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
ogg Mr. BECK moved that the committee rise 
sup} and report the bill to the House. 
ke., { The motion was agreed to. 
ba _ So the committee rose; and the Speaker 
os uaving resumed the chair, Mr. Myers reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state 
Co of the Union had had under consideration the 
a bill (H. R. No. 782) making appropriations 
as for the support of the Military Academy for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1871, and had 
‘ directed him to report the same with amend- 
Ter an ments, 
is bil The amendments made to the bill in Com- 
on ou mittee of the Whole were read and agreed to. 
> saat q Mr. BECK. I demand the previous ques- 
a tion on the engrossment of the bill. 
leak lhe previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 
lhe bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
oi it was accordingly read the third time, and 
he 4 passed, 
rae Mr. BECK moved to reconsider the vote by 
Pre which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
te, a! that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
ives, t table. 
sent lhe latter motion was agreed to. 
abe REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE, 
i. Mr. LAFLIN, from the Committee on Print- 
within ing, reported back, with the recommendation 


that it be concurred in, the following concur- 
rent resolution : 

7 Resolved by the Se nate, the House of Representa- 
tives concurring,) That there be printed for the use 
of the Senate five thousand copies, and for the use of 
the Llouseof magoresentati ves twelve thousand eeuies, 
of the report of the Special Commissioner of the Rev- 
enue, and for the use of the Treasury Department 
one thousand copies bound, with the appendices 
complete. 

Mr. LAFLIN. Mr. Speaker, | do not deem 
this the time or the occasion on which to enter 
upon a general discussion of the questions 
involved in the tariff; but it is due to our com- 
mittee to state that for any delay with respect 
to the printing of this report no member of our 
committee is in the least responsible. We have 
a disposition to print this report; and in mak 
ing this remark I desire to say that I by no 
means commit the committee to either an ap- 
proval or a disapproval of the statements and 
conclusions of this report. But we recognize 
the fact that this is a report from a regular 


established officer of the Government; and that | 


it is due to him, occupying that position, and 
that, too, with the approval of Congress itself, 


that his report should be printed, as it has been | 


for the last three or four years. 

We favor the printing of the report without 
expressing, as I have said, either assent to or 
dissent from the statements contained in it, 
because it relates to a question which is prop- 
erly engaging the attention of the whole coun- 
try, and we think that it is due to the country 
in the investigations which they are to make 
of these great financial questions that all the 
light that official experience and official in- 
vestigation has placed in the hands of the 


| Government should by our action be shed upon 


these controverted issues. In saying this I 
disclaim being influenced by any private feel- 


| ings in the direction of liberal views on the one 


hand, or of restrictive and prohibitory views 
upon the other. I have my own personal con- 
victions upon this subject, and probably they 
may not fully accord or in any sense accord 
with many of the statements or conclusions 
that have been reached in this report. But, 


sir, such is my faith in my convictions upon | 
| this great question of the tariff that I am will- 


ing to meet any statement that any oflicer of 
the Government may make upon this subject, 
and if those statements, prejudicial though they 
may be to the convictions which I have held, 
vannot be met by counter-statements I am 


| willing to confess that the time has come when 
| it becomes me at ieast to reconsider the grounds 


upon which my former faith has rested, and I 


| say this in full view of the wishes of my con- 
| stituency. 


Such is my faith in their intelligence, such 
is my belief in their honest intention to do that 
which is best for the country, that I believe 
they will welcome this report, and they will 
welcome the most thorough examination of the 
statements therein put forth; and if those who 


| have seen fit in the public press and upon this 


floor to attack the statements and conclusions 
of that report are unwilling to meet it manfully 
face to face and combat its statements and its 
conclusions, then perhaps even that constitu- 
ency to which I refer may find, in connection 
with their Representative, that it is high time 
for them also to reconsider*the grounds of the 
faith which they have heretofore held. 

As I said betore, 1 do not propose to enter 
upon the discussion of the great question of 
the tariff; but I do feel that it is necessary that 
this House should vindicate the character of 
an intelligent, able, and, asI believe, conscien- 
tious officer of the Government from that reflec- 
tion which would be cast upon him by refusing 
to print this report. 

Mr. Speaker, as I said before, I do not 
express the private opinion of the committee 
with reference to the statements of this report, 
and I will now yield to my colleague upon the 
committee from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cake] for 


|| half an hour. 


Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. Before the gen- 
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tleman yields I desire to ask him a question. 
t wish to ask him whether the Committee on 
Printing in passing upon this question took 
into consideration the fact that the people of 
the country as well as both branches of Con 

gress are considering the propriety of abolish- 
ing the franking privilege, and if it shall be 
abolished how he proposes that the members 
of this House shall dispose of the twelve thou 

sand copies of this report which he proposes 
to print for their use? ‘hat is all. 

Mr. LAFLIN. That is a very pertinent 
question ; it is a question which certainly will 
enter into the consideration of the committee 
when they come to determine the number of 
public documents that are to be printed for the 
House under their advice. But just at this 
particular time this special report must be 
printed and circulated among our constituent 
before Congress in its wise consideration will 
have abolished che franking privilege. 

Mr. ARNELL. Will the gentleman allow 
me to offer an amendment to this concurrent 
resolution ? 

Mr. LAFLIN. What is the amendment? 

Mr. ARNELL. I propose to move to re 
duce the number of copies to be printed from 


| five thousand to two thousand for the Senate, 


and from twelve thousand to five thousand fo: 
this House. 

Mr. LAFLIN. I have no objection to hav 
ing that amendment proposed at the proper 
time, but not now. I now yield to my col 
league on the Committee on Printing, the gen 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. Cake. | 

Mr. CAKE. Mr. Speaker, the extraordin 
ary fact that the free-trade league published 
the report of the Special Commissioner of the 
Revenue for distribution in advance of the 
action of Congress is sufficient reason for a 
refusal on the part of the House to print addi 
tional copies. Were it not for the fact that 
the joint resolution just reported by the chair 
man of the Printing Committee originated in 
the Senate, and for the additional fact that the 
plates are stereotyped and in possession of the 
Public Printer, I should strenuously oppose th« 
printing of anotheredition. In view, however, 
of the tact that the cost of the moderate num 
ber provided for by the joint resolution will be 
but trifling, the mere cost of paper and press 
work, and in the hope that this report will be 
the last that Congress will pay the gentleman 
for writing, | have changed my mind in regard 
to printing it and will vote for the resolution. 

Sir, to preserve this wonderful production ot 
so wonderful an advocate of a protective tariff 


| may be a useful lesson to future protectionists. 


I am told that this gentleman was introduced 
to public life by leading tariff men because of 


his profound qualifications as a political econo- 


mist as well because of his reliability as an ad 
vocate of American industry. Having found 
just the man who was to prove a pheenix in 
his way, the place was invented for him, and 
having fitted him out with most expensive har- 
ness this phoenix was let loose upon us. And, 
sir, he has proved a veritable John Phenix. 
Mr. Speaker, the earlier work of Mr. Wells 
in the interest of protection is pronounced 
creditable. The mistake seems to have been in 
sending him to England; or, as | may be mis- 
taken as to sending him, let me qualify the 
remark by saying that the mistake consisted in 
letting him go to England at all in an official 
capacity. Had it not been for the éclat of hi 
official capacity he might have gone to England 
in safety to return in innocence. Had it not 
been for the importance with which his official! 
capacity clothed him, his investigations the: 


' would have been prosecuted to a good end and 


he to-day honored by the believers in the Amer 
ican principle, instead of being hissed at by 
every American workman. Had it not been for 
the official character of his pilgrimage he would 
not have been worth buying, and he had, pei 

adventure, returned to his native land a usetul 
man. 


But his office killed him, and his short lite 
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may serve as a useful lesson to others who may || 


rise by reason of loud-spoken advocacy of pro- 
tective measures. If he continues in life after 
the expenditure of the appropriation vouch- 
safed to him last summer upon special appeal | 
it will be as the miserable secretary of the anti- | 
American, anti-Republican free-trade league, 
kept alive by British gold in the interest of 
British iron-masters and manufacturers. Sir, 
I would like every American, and every man 
who means to come to America to live, to read 
this last report by Mr. Wells, together with its 
review by my colleague from West Philadel- 
phia, delivered in this House on the 11th of 
this month. If the antidote were taken with 
the poison the effect in this case could not 
fail to be good. But Lam not afraid to trust 
the report alone. The workingmen of this | 
great country are moving together, and they 
know their true interests too well to be influ- | 
enced by either false reports, false statistics, 
false deductions, or false logic. 1 now desire | 
to yield to my colleague from the Lancaster | 
district, [Mr. Dickey, | who has been studying | 
a work on familiar science by Mr. Commis- 
sioner Wells. 


Mr. DICKEY. 


This is a question of the | 


propriety of printing extra copies for circula- |/ 
tion of the report of Mr. Commissioner Wells. || 
| 


I regret that the gentleman from New York | 
{| Mr. Larcin] has seen proper to eulogize that | 
gentleman as a gentleman of rare power and 


attainment. A gentleman from my district of | 


rare scientific attainments has called my atten- || 


tion to some previous publications of this Com- | 
missioner Wells before he entered the field of 
political economy. It seems that Mr. Wells is 
the author of a book called * Familiar Science ; 


or, a Scientific Explanation of the Principles || 


of Natural and Physical Science.’’ He also puts 
in the title-page of the book all his titles, so | 
that there may not be any mistake about the 
animal, and the ear-marks are all here: ‘ By 


David A. Wells, A. M., member of the Boston || 


Society of Natural History; of the Historical | 
Society of Pennsylvania; Pennsylvania State | 
Agricultural Society ; editor of Annual of Sci- 
entilie Discovery, Year Book of Agriculture, 





Knowledge is Power, &c. Hi 


The gentleman who called my attention to | 
this book denounces it in his letter as a fraud | 
and as a piece of charlatanism, and he calls | 
my attention to a great number of errors in it. 
Not being a scientific man myself, and not being | 
very familiar with natural science, I have looked | 
only at two or three of the points to which my | 
attention has been called. I would state here, 
too, that Mr. Wells in his preface to the book 
‘dvocates as the proper method of teaching phi- | 
losophy the system of questions and answers. 

Upon page 55 of this book I find a question 


and answer which I have no doubt will be of || ; ens ' 
', and claim that all this is done in the name of 


great interest to some of my learned friends 
here who have seen service in the field. The | 
question and answer are as follows: 
“Question, Why will a rifle send a ball more aceu- 
rately than a musket or an ordinary gun? : 
Answer. The advantage of arifled barrel is chiefly 


derived from the more accurate contact of the ball 
with the sides of the cavity.” 


In other words, to make the ball fit closely || 


\o the barrel you must cut a groove down the | 
barrel and put a twist in the groove. He ig- | 
nores the well-known fact why a rifle will shoot 
more accurately than a smooth-bore gun. So 
much for Mr. Wells on gunnery. 
introduced another piece of information in his | 
book that will be valuable to all men. It 
relates to the flying powers of birds and the 
reason why necks are given to birds.’ He also | 
alleges, what is not the fact, that all birds | 
extend their necks when flying. Here are the | 
question and answer: 

** Question. Why do birds stretch their necks when | 
tiying? 


| 
‘Anawer, Because they become like sharp points, || 
dividing the air and diminishing the resistance.’’ 
Now the fact is that some birds extend their | 
vecks when flying and some do not; some ex- 


tend them very far and some very little. The 
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eagle extends its neck slightly; the goose ex- 
tends its neck very far. According to Mr. 
Wells’s theory, the goose is the bird of flight. 

But we also have Mr. Wells upon fishes, and 
here is something that my friends in the trout- 
producing regions will be surprised at. It has 
| often been a matter of wonder to understand 
why a trout will rise with such rapidity to the 
fly, sometimes springing clear out of the water. 
It is all explained philosophically by Mr. 
Wells, as follows: 


| surface of water? : 

* Answer. Fishes have an air-bladder near the ab- 
| domen; when this bladder is filled with air the fish 
| increases in size, and, being lighter, ascends through 
| the water to its surface.” 

So that whenever a fish wants to rise it swells 
| its bladder, thereby increasing its size, and up 
| it es { Laughter. ] 

| Mr. Wells tells us, also, how the fish gets 
down again. 


‘Question. How are fishes able to dive in a minute | 


to the bottom of a stream ?” 
| Exactly in a minute, sixty seconds! 


| ‘*Anawer. They expel the air from their air-blad- | 


der; in consequence of which their size is diminished, 
and they sink instantly.” 


York, [Mr. Lariin.] After the criticism which 


Mr. Wells’s report has received from members | 
of this body who have investigated the subject, | 


it might be a proper idea for the Committee 
on Printing to provide for the publication of 
| this work on ‘‘ Familiar Science’’ as a sort of 


|, appendix to the same author’s treatise upon 


| political economy or the science of govern- 
} ment. 

There is another objection which I beg leave 
| to urge to the publication of extra copies of 
this document. We are all of us proclaiming 
our devotion to the policy of economy. Both 
sides of this House have spread upon their ban- 
ners the motto, ‘* Retrenchment, reform, econ- 
/omy.’’ Now, I think that when we come to a 
work of such a charlatan as this we had better 
put our foot down and practice a little of that 


|, economy about which we talk so loudly. It 


| 


is proposed to incur in the publication of this 
document an expenditure which, estimating 
the cost of press work, the expense of folding, 
| and the distribution through the mails until it 
reaches its destination, the waste-basket of the 
person receiving it, will amount to some ten 
thousand dollars. Issuchan expenditure right? 
_ Shall we satisfy our consciences, shall we con- 
vince the public that we mean what we say 
when we preach economy, if we send broad- 
cast such stuff as this, and then turn around 
| and gravely cut down the salary of some twelve 


'| hundred dollar clerk or some one-armed sol- 


dier serving asa messenger in the Departments, 


economy? I hope that this House, practicing 
the economy which we all profess, will signify 
emphatically its disapproval of the circulation 


| at the public expense of a document emanat- 


| ing from sucha charlatan as the author of this 


|| report. 


Mr. CAKE. I yield to the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] the remainder of 
my time. 


Mr. MAYNARD. 


amendment proposed by my colleague, [ Mr. 
ARNELL.] I would suggest to him a modifica- 
tion of it so as not to reduce the number of 


|| copies to be printed for the use of the Senate, 


a reduction which I think would hardly be 
consistent with a proper comity between the 
two Houses. At the same time I would sug- 
gest the propriety of striking out the entire 
number proposed to be printed for the use of 
this House. 

It will be observed that we have already 
ordered the printing of the usual number of 
copies, and as stated by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cakr,] a member of the 
Committee on Printing, the report has already 


“Question. How are fishes able to ascend to the | 


Mr. Speaker, I avail my- 
| self of the opportunity to say a word upon the 





January 20. 


been printed by the free-trade league, 
the form published by that association has bec, 
sent broadcast over the country; | sadtae: 
every gentleman has received a copy of ™ 
It has been spread far and wide, and hag },.,; 
public attention directed to it by a flogris of 
trumpets. Therefore, whether we wish 
document for our own use or for the ge 
reader, its circulation is already sufficjen;) 
provided for; and this proposition to prin: 
twelve thousand additional copies for the ee 
of the House will have the effect simply + 
add a considerable item to the civil list gy, 
increase the burdens of the mail under the 
franking privilege. The only other effect o; 
the printing will be the implied indorsemey, 
by Congress of the report and its distinetiy, 


and in 


h of 
thy 
nera 


_ doctrines and opinions.. 


I do not propose to say aught of Mr. Wel}, 
good or bad. It has been asked, Who is thy. 
Special Commissioner of the Revenue anq 
whence has he obtained his present position: 
In the nineteenth section of an act of March». 
1865, provision was made for a commission of 
three gentlemen to inquire and report upo: 
the subject of raising by taxation the necegsary 


| revenue for the wants of the Government. }\{; 
I should not have indulged in these remarks || 


but for the eulogy of the gentleman from New | 


Wells, it seems, was one of that commission, | 
will not go beyond the record to suggest o; 


| give what were the rumors of that day. So; 


was that subsequently Congress thought prope 
to pass an additional act, which I ask to have 
read. It is section sixty-six of an act of Jul) 
13, 1866. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

“Src. 66. And be it further enacted, That the » 
retary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to appoi 
an officer in his Department, who shall be sty\ 
“Special Commissioner of the Revenue,’ whose offic 
shall terminate in four years from the 30th day o: 
June, 1866. It shall be the duty of the Special Commis- 


| sioner of the Revenue to inquire into all the sources 


of national revenue and the best methods of collect 
ing the revenue; the relations of foreign trade ; 
domestic industry; the mutual adjustment of th 
systems of taxation by customs and excise, with th 
view of insuring the requisite revenue with the | 
disturbance or inconvenience to the progress of i: 
dustry and the development of the resources of | 
country; and to inquire from time to time, under thy 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, into th: 
manner in which officers charged with the adminis- 
tration and collection of the revenues perform their 
duties. And the said Special Commissioner of the 
Revenue shall from time to time report, through the 
Secretary of the Treasury, to Congress, either in the 
ferm of a bill or otherwise, such modifications of th: 
rates of taxation or of the methods of collecting th: 
revenues, and such other facts pertaining to the trad: 
industry, commerce, or taxation of the country as hi 
may find by actual observation of the operation o! 
the law to be conducive to the public interest; and, 
in order to enable the Special Commissioner of the 
Revenue to properly conduct his investigations, hei: 
hereby empowered to examine the books, papers, ani 
accounts of any officer of the revenue, to administer 
oaths, examine and summon witnesses, and take tes- 
timony; and each and every such person falsely swear- 
ing or affirming shall be subject to the penalties and 
disabilities prescribed by law for the punishment «/ 


/ corrupt and willful ponury ; and all officers of che 


Governmentare hereby required to extend tothe said 
Commissioner all reasonable facilities for the collec- 
tion of information pertinent to the duties of his 
office. And the said Special Commissioner s\ull bi 
paid an annual salary of $4,000 and the traveling ex- 
proces necessarily incurred while in the discharge 0! 
ris duty; and all letters and documents to and frow 
the Special Commissioner relating to the duties aus 
business of his office shall be transmitted by mail free 
of postage. And section nineteen of an act entitled 
‘An act to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act to provid: 
internal revenue to support the Government, to pay 
interest on the public debt, and for other purposes, 

approved June 30, 1864,’ approved March 3, 1865, be, 
and the same is hereby, repealed.” 

Mr. MAYNARD. I have had this section 
read that the House might see by what remark: 
able legislation the organization of this anom- 
alous and extraordinary office was effected ant 
with what huge powers the officer was clothed: 
with more power, I undertake to say, than any 
other officer in the Government from the high- 
est to the lowest ; an officer who has the power 
to compel, for such are the terms of the act, 
the obedience ‘‘ of all officers of the Govern- 
ment;’’ a sort of chancellor of the national 
exchequer. So that if people have supposed, 
as many have seemed to suppose, that their 
fortune depended for good or ill upon the fiat 
and the veto of this Special Commissioner, 1! 
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| be seen from what statutory source they 
wight obtain their impressions. ‘* Upon these 
nig ats this our Ceesar feeds.’’ 

[he Special C ommissioner has made four 
re porte : one early in 1867, the second early i in 
1e68. the third in 1869, and the fourth of the 
rarternion is the one we now have under con- 
aa ,ration, and for which we are asked to tax 

‘ur constituents forthe aaintiee of twelve thou- 

cand copies for the use of the House. It he as 

ready been widely published, and if we order 
his extra number to be printed there can be, 
notwithstanding the statement of the 2 man 
of the Committee on Printing, [Mr. Lariiy, | 
but one inference at home and abroad : that we 
‘ndorse its positions, statements, and conclu- 
ions, and therefore think it worthy of general 
perusal. 

| propose at this time to call the attention 
of the House to but one or two features. The 

first report, not printed I believe by the House, 
was accompanied by atariff bill. This present 
report also 1s accompanied by a tariff bill. 

Mr. LAFLIN. With the gentleman’s per- 
mission I will take the floor to ask him a ques- 

tion. In what year was the report made which 
the gentleman says was not printed ? 

Mr. MAYNARD. It was the report sub- 
mitted January, 1867, to which I referred, bear- 
ing date December, 1866. 

Mr. LAFLIN. 
Commissioner ? 

Mr. MAYNARD. Yes, sir. It was printed 
by the Senate, not, I think, by the House. I 

desire to incorporate with my remarks the 
tariff bill which accompanies this es re- 
port. It will be found at page 42 of the free- 
trade copy, and at page 128 of the edition 
printed by the Treasury Department, and is as 
follows: 
Schedule of a tariff constructed with aview of obtaining 


fromthe smallest number of imported articles an annual 
revenue of $150,000,000. 


CLass 1.—Articles of food and drink. 
Revenue timated 


on the basis of | 

receipts 1868-69. | 
BOG: B10; WE PORNO occas si praderaceneticteecesexe $250,000 | 
CHOCDIRLS GE OOCOWiccscrrsnrsscrcsssanedcncerssesene 100,000 





Dried fruits at 2 cents per pound, and 
green fruits at 10 per cent. ad valorem, 
with no allowance for 6 a 

Cigars, at $2 per pound...... ee ee 

Tobacco, unmanufactured, at : 
tains te iduadivasdhsiadioensicuehuresteee 1,250,000 

Coffee and substitutes for coffee............... 12,000,000 


OM Wf wo 
5,000,000 








Molasses and melado a 5,000,000 
I cinen cs tarasadtanbadhaniabesdininbis wisn i008 33,000,000 
"TE Otic dcchiccndkoniiedea Mlmadatedid hank dtaveiiastereatines 10,000,000 







Spirits, at $2 per proof gallon.................. 
Wines, other than sparkling, at 50 cents 
per gallon ........ 
Sparkling wines at 


4,000,000 





4,000,000 
1,000,009 


6 per dozen............+. 








POR atitudecndcerumieds aaulitencdeibabiheebe cs ivaccaveniace 2,000,000 
Tein Mulislaads dts du bieaacheal nadunndthdealied nngiiuciead 1,150,000 
Sardines, meats, preserves, Xe. 150,000 
en ere ee 150,000 
Pickles, sauces, vermicelli, macaroni, L 
CARO etnias di sd ddonnannckvieataiy tid vad aa 150, 000 
Ps creek chat duakina bake Ghasdexesdincne dikes 100, 00K ) 











CLass 2.—Textile fabrica and wares. Duties to bei in 
specific form as far as possible, but the specific amount 
represented by the rates named inthe following list : 

Silks at thirty-five per cent., this being the highest 
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rate which it is easy or possible to collect without | 


great loss from smuggling...........-ce...seeee $10,000,000 
Wool and worsted manufactures, fifteen to 
thirty-five per cent., averaging twenty- 

V6 POF OGIG., SPOGING..biicise cnicvercccocseseccrere 10,000,000 
Cottun manufactures, fifteen to thirty-five 
percent.,averaging twenty-five percent., 
NOURI cts cccxcuts aksosess psecrucigieestsnnatdoeaen osacess 
Flax manufactures, fifteen to thirty-five per 
cent., averaging twenty-five per cent., 

specific........ ae een Sialic diaaiiiin 
Hemp and jute manufactures, fifteen to 
thirty-five per cent., averaging twenty- 
five per cent.,s VeCifiC....... pinnate caatnainntens . 
loves, hats, and bonnets. —" 
P aper and manufactures of paper, ten per 
cent 


5,000,000 


5,000,000 
rl 1,000,000 


500,000 
500.000 


Eart! 1en, stone, chia. 
five per cent., specific 





FE ith ccsntehenen aren innte $38,000,000 


OOOO eee recone eeeaseeers 


Crass 3.—Metals. 


2,000,000 | 


Iron, steel, lead, tin, and manufactures of same, at | 


such specific rates as shall amount to twenty-five 
POE C0 Gccinessnapteaects osttieewnanmaptvs a sgenabaiauennerta $1 5,000,000 


| 
| 
i 
} 


| the people of this country $60,000,000 


Ciass 4.—Fancy goods, at such specific rates as shall 
be equivalent to thirty-five per cent. ad valorem. 
Clocks, watches, embroideries 

ments, pipes, 
crackers, &c 
Laces, b raids, and fi ney webb ing 


, toys, musical instru- 
perfumes, ornaments, feathers, fire 
niueets $4,000,000 

. 1,000,000 


$5,000,000 





CLass 5.—Druge end chemicals. 
Licorice, opium, oils, preparations containing spirits, 
and patent medicines......... ..3 1,500,000 
CLass 6.—Micellaneous at such apectfic 
be equivalent to 
valorem. 


rates as sha/l/ 
from jifteen to thirty-five per cent. ad 


Brooms, brushes, mats, millinery, manufactures of 
India-rubber, marble, cork, and hair, soap, hops, 
soap, hops &e $2,000,000 


Recapitulatio i. 
Articles of food and drink. 


. $82,500,000 
Textiles and wares 


38,000,000 


a acnieth sSecuinbeicettiasticvensssceas 15,000,000 
Fancy goods..... iene ; we 5,000,000 
Drugs, chemicals, and oils . 1,500,000 
Miscellaneous.................. hata : . 2,000,000 


144,000,000 

Before I proceed to examine this bill I ask 
the attention of the gentleman on the other 
side of the House, [Mr. Muncen,] who is a 
member of the Committee on Printing, and 
who electrified the House and the country the 
other day with utterances touching the public 
debt. I examined the ge entleman’s production 
with some care and | find one snd kernel in 
it. He says: 





Total... 


‘* Labor, which produces every dollar of wealth, 
pays every dollar of interest on the bonds, pays every 
cent of Government expense, cannot stand such 
pressure. 

Here are some provisions in this tariff bill 
to which I invite the gentleman’s attention in 
connection with that sentiment. From the arti- 
cle of tea it is proposed to raise $10,000,000 ; 
from coffee, to ome ore and from 
molasses and sugat 8,000,000. Upon these 
articles of tea, por lo ‘molasses, and sugar it 
is proposed by the bill in this report recom- 
mended to us for our adoption to raise from 
arti- 
cles that we do not produce, and which enter 
largely into the daily consumption of every 
householdin theland. It will be recollected that 
prior to the war tea from beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope was imported free of duty. Coffee 
imported in American vessels from the place 
of production was also admitted duty iree. 
Under the ‘*‘ Morrill’’ tariff, March, 1861, raw 
sugar and molasses paid a duty of three fourths 
per cent. per pound. Now it is proposed to 
burden them with $60,000,000 annually. That 
is the recommendation of this report on one 
side. Now I will invite the attention of the 
gentleman to what is proposed on the other 
side, for this report proposes to reduce the 
tariff in some quarters. I invite attention to 
several items in which his rural and agricultu- 

ral constituents may feel an interest; others 
there are of greater importance which I reserve 
for some future consideration. 


The tariff upon butter at present is four 
cents per pound; on cheese the same; on 
lumber, twenty per cent. ad valorem; on 


barley, fifteen cents per bushel; on wheat, 
twenty cents per bushel, and on wheat flour, 
twenty per cent. ad valorem; on potatoes, 
twenty-five cents per bushel. It is proposed 
to strike off all these duties and to admit the 
articles duty free. It must be recollected that 
they are brought in from the British provinces. 
In the year 1868—the latest to whose statistics 
I have had access—I find that we derived 
revenue from them as follows: butter, $267,- 
403 75; cheese, $63,577 49; lumber, $1,174,- 
084 70; barley, $566,547 39 ; wheat and wheat 
flour, $319,938 88; potatoes, $47,544 81. It 
is proposed to remit all this duty. Nobody 
are ses that it would make the slightest hes 
nce in our own markets whether these arti- 
ies are admitted free or subjected to a duty. 
The only question would be as to the question 


| of profitsto be realized by our provincial neigh- 
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bors. This bill proposes to allow the Canadian 
farmer to come across our lines with his prod- 
ucts and sell in free competition with our own 
farmers; and it proposes further that our own 
farmers shall with the money they receive for 
their produce buy at their own stores the tariff 
burdened tea, coffee, and sugar for their fami 
lies, while the Canadian, after selling his pro 
duce, returns across the line and buys these 
articles free of duty. That is a discrimination 
against our own labor which I am not willing 
to make even in these little articles; but it i 
the carrying out of a principle which pervades 
this whole bill. 

I am in favor of reducing the tariff on th 
necessaries of life not produced in this country 
as far as it can be done consistently with a due 
regard to the public revenue. I would as fat 
as possible remit the duties on tea and coffe: 
pert. sugar and molasses, and go back to the 
condition of things before the war; and I would 
collect the last possible dollar from the peop! 
from abroad who scek to avail themselves of 
the advantages of our market without con 
tributing anything to our revenue; and I had 
hoped that my friend, with his well-known 
views, would not have so far indorsed this 
document as is implied even in his consenting 
to print it. 

There is a feature in this report to which | 
invite the attention of the House. I allude to 
the mode of treating questions, of dealing with 
facts, of philosophising upon them, if | may 
say so, which I regard as vicious and unsound, 
and which pervades this report from beginning 
to end. I refer to a disposition, apparent 
throughout, to undervalue and disparage ow 
industry and to present a discouraging view 
generally of our affairs. 

I have time to give but a —— illustration. 
It became necessary for the Commissioner in 
making such a report as this to deal with the 
labor question. He knew, all of us knew, 
everybody knows that there never has been a 
time in this country within the memory ot 
man so favorable to the laboring classes as dur 
ing several years past; labor never has com 
manded such wages. ‘The laborer never wa 
so independent nor so much eee Nae 
the ever-shifting, never-ending struggle betwee: 

capital and labor capital was compelled in every 
instance to yield. The labor strikes in every 
branch of industry was invariably followed by 
some concession from capital. This ha . to bi 
explained, and the laborer to be convin 
his advantage was unreal and illusory. 

The method was curious. [rom caus 
well understood the supplies of breadstuffs 


I that 


| especially wheat, were limited, and prices ruled 


high. Flour commanded fourteen to fifteen 
dollars per barrel; consequently labor was 
drawn into that field and with the usual re 
sults. An extraordinary breadth of land was 


| cultivated, and two recent favorable seasons 


occurring in succession the largest crops evei 
known were produced, and prices fell. Flour 
sold in the market at from fonr and a half to 
five dollars per barrel. When the Commis 

sioner made his third report the prices of flou: 
ruled high. He accordingly addresses himself 
tg the operatives and mechanics to show that 
however much their wages might have increased 
the cost of living had increased still more. 

For this purpose “he institutes a comparison 
between the wages of labor and the prices of 

flour. I quote: 


‘Now, the average increase in the price of a barre! 
of wheaten flour throughout the manufacturing 
tates has been, from 1860 to July 1, 1868, in exce 

of nine ty per cent.; while the increase in the wag 

of laborers and operativesgenerally, skilled an dun 
skilled, during the same period, has averaged : 
fifty-eight per cent. Measured, therefore, by ‘th 
flour standard the workman is not as well off in 180) 
as he was in 1860 by at least twenty per cent.; or, tu 
state the case differently, the wages which in 186 
purchased one and a half barrels of flour now pay! 
about one and a quarter barrels. 

‘From a large number of returns made to th 
Commissioner t following are selected as furthe 
illustrating by specific examples the above conclu 
sions, 


“Very careful and exact table repare Lat ¢ ne oi 
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the largest iron works in Troy, New York, ret j; Bu L ; : : 
**) JQ || this sum of money through its course in procuring 


the price ofthe flour used by the workmen, and pur- 
‘hased by them at retail in close proximity to the 
works, at 26 50 per barrel in 1860 and 1861, and at $15 
per barrel in 1867 and 1568. Inthe same establish- 
ineut the weekly carnings of the operatives were 
inci:eased during the same time as follows: 

** Laborers, $5 to$8 50; engineers, $10 to $15; shear- 
men, $5 to $12 75; puddiers, $13 40 to $21 90: general 


hundred specie dollars, and next endeavor to trace 


| for its possessor the satisfaction of the wants under 


average advance in wages froin 1860 to 1867-68, sixty- | 


nine per cent. 


“In one cf the leading machine shops at Buffalo, | 


New York, the weekly earnings of a portion of the 
workmen in 1860 and 1867, computed in flour, were 
as follows: 


1860. 1867. 
Riveters amd boiler-makeres 1k bbl. 1} bbl, 
Best machinists.............00+-ss0d sd es 
Ordinary taachinists veld a ok 
Flangers.. 2 : :-”* 


“In an establishment for the manufacture of agri, 


cultural implements, located at Brooklyn,New York, | 


the weekly earnings of the largest class of operatives, 
in 1860 and 1867, also « omputed in flour, were as fol- 
lows: Wood workers, in 1860, one anda half bar- 
rels; in 1867, one barrel. 

‘Ata locomotive establishment in Paterson, New 
Jersey, the weekly wages of ordinary machinists in 
1860-6) were $7 50; and were about seventy-five 
cents ia excess of the retail price of a barrel of flour. 
In the same establishment the same operatives re- 
ccived in 1867-68 $13 50 per week forthe same labor; 
but this sum then lacked $1 50 of the price sufficient 
io purchase a barrel of flour in the same loeality.” 
Report January, 1869, p. 18, 


Here is no congratulation of the farmer 
upon the fair reward of his labor by which he 
had been able to pay his debts, to remove the 


mortgage from his farm, to make valuable and | 


permanent improvements, and to attain a con- 


dition far better than he had everknown. This | 


did not fall in with the line of his argument, 
and he lets the agricultural laborer pass un- 
noticed. 

Before the date of his lust report, however, 
there had come a change in the price of flour. 
It had fallen so low that a barrel might be pur- 
chased by a day’s wages of a skilled mechanic. 
This time he passes by the mechanic and the 


operative and addresses himself to the farmer, | 


laboring to convinee him that his bountiful || 


wheat harvest is after all quite a sorry affair: 


“We will therefore assume that the farmer has || 
turned say one hundred bushels of wheat into one | 


' 





| 
| 
| 
| 


The following table shows the purchasing power 
the price of various articles in the city of New York in the years 1859 and 1869 respectively. 


Quantities which | 


| the 
| tively than of even the more expensive and costly 


the stimulus of which he has performed the labor 


of guiding the powers of nature to the production | 


of the wheat. 

** He has need of salt, and be finds that he ean pur- 
chase it in Liverpoo] or Cadiz and lay it down in the 
United States at from fifteen to twenty cents per 
buehel; but the Government, through its currency 
and its tariff, has imposed such a tax upon it as to 
make it better for him to pay from forty to forty-five 
cents per bushel for American salt; or, in other 
words, to take less than half the quantity for the 
same money, the Government at the same time re- 
ceiving but little revenue, the ostensible object for 
which a tax on salt, through the medium of the tariff, 
was in the first instance oes. 

**Or perhaps be lives in Maine and wants coal, and 
could get twenty tons from Nova Scotia for his $100. 
But the Government having imposed a tax of $1 25 
per ton of two thousand pounds, in gold, upon its 
importation, he finds it better for him to expend 

| 50 per ton more for transportation of coal from 

?enrasylvania. Thus thirty dollars’ worth of un- 
necessary transportation has been performed, the 


Government has no more revenue, and he has less | 


coal. 

“Or perhaps he wishes to carpet his rooms. In 
London the specie dollar eseivall for a bushel of his 
wheat would purchase of ‘tapestry Brussels’ a yard 
and a third; but in New York he would find that 
Government, through its currency and tariff, had so 


| taxed carpets that his specie dollar, even converted 
|| into currency, will purchase only about four sixths 
| of a yard of thesame styleand quality. If, however, 
'| his means do not allow of the purchase of tapestry 


Brussels, and he should endeavor to satisfy his wants 
with a coarse drugget or bocking, he would find that 
rice of his grain would purchase less compara- 


article. If he wishes to invest the proceeds of his 
wheat in blankets he will find that one hundred 
bushels sold in Liverpool will buy him over seven 
hundred pounds of this article; but if sold in New 
York at present prices it will not bring him an excess 
of three hundred and fifty pounds. If he should 
endeavor to console himself with the reflection that 


| the Treasury gains to the extent that he loses, and 


that. through his sacrifices the period for the extin- 
gcuishment of the national debt is shortened, he will 
find the receipts from the duties.on blankets under 
the tariff to have been as follows: 1862, $612,283; 
1866, $485,978 ; 1867, $207,598; 1868, $25,288. 

“Th fact, in almost any direetion in which he at- 
tempts to expend his $100 in specie, or, in other words, 
for whatever article he attempts to exchange his one 
hundred bushels of wheat, he finds that the Govern- 
ment has interposed and has dictated to him that at 
this present time he must either buy what he might 
not have done or take less than what he might other- 
wise obtain.’”’—Leport, December, 1869, p. 49. 


of a hundred bushels of wheat as measured by 


| 
| 
I} 
| 
| 


Quantities which 





ne 100 bushels of | 100 bushels of | 35 
Commodities. Prices in 1859, wheat would | Prices in 1869. wheat would | 5° 
purchase in purchase in| 50 
1859. 1869, 5 & 
OE a ctisii eee eis $1 45 por bus......) 100 bushells........... $1 35 per bus....| 100 bushels........... - 
English bar-iron, common... 2} ec. per lb... 6,824 pounds......... 3) ¢. per lb.) 4,154 pounds......... 39 
COTES GROW eis icctccce veberiacics 9 00 per doz..... 16 1-9 dozen......... 12 00 per doz....! 113. dozen.............. 30 
Ingrain two-ply Lowell car- | | | 
aaa 75 ¢. per yd...| 193} yards............. 1 30 peryard..., 103 11-13 yards......| 46 
CD PII 5 stk cnn dn tu consents 3c. per Ib..... 4,833 pounds......... 5 ¢. per lb...) 2,700 pounds......... 43 
Biawkete, 20-4... cisscsscccsetes 3 50 per pair....! 414 pairs............... 5 50 per pair...) 26} pairs............... | 3 
Liverpool salt, in bags......... 90 ec, per bag.) 161 1-9 bags........... 2 60 per bag....| 51 12-13 bags.........! 68 
Men's ordinary boots........... 21 50 per doz.,.... I ace teneteel 112 00 per doz,...| 3 1-7 dozen...........| 53 
Waxed-legged boots............| 4 50 per pair....| 32 pairs.................. 6 83 per pair...| 20} pairs............... 7 
Black alpaca............. ALY a 24. per yd...! 604 1-6 yards.........! 40 c. per yd...| 3374 yards............. | 44 
Steel, Sheflield cast-steel......, l4.c. per lb....! 1,085 5-7 pounds... 19 ¢. per Ib...| 710 10-19 pounds...! 31 
Stoves, five holes........00 pocreng } Me MMR ctibonges 24 1-6 stoves.......... 9 50 each......... | 14 1-5 stoves......... | 41 
NMBOK OPE! INO. 1. cocccsccssccecsees 11 00 per bbl...... ' 13 1-5 barrels........, 27 00 per bbl....| 5 barrels........ | 62 
DE GOMOTOL, BVO. Bossi ccccsnscecisece 10 00 per bbl... | 144 barreis..... | 16 00 per bbl.__.| 8 barrels....... | 41 
Cottle, BO siecsntcimdiaintinss ins 4 peemees 3,625 pounds......... 7 50 per 1001bs.| 1,800 pounds......... 50 
| | 


In all this there is not the slightest reference 
to the largely increased number of bushels pro- 


of the effect of cheap bread upon the mechanic 
and artisan. 
this style of discussion when dealing with 
these questions people would probably have 
denounced him asa demagogue. As against 
a politician | cannot say the accusation would 
not be just. In aspecial commission this style 
of treatment should, perhaps, be snanaded 
merely as unphilosophical, deficient in grasp, 
and every way unsafe as a guide to sound legis- 
lation. 
to me to be the character of this document. 
\broad it will gratify the enemies of the coun- 
try much more than its friends. Many ascheme 
of emigration will be abandoned by its dis- 


| heartening pictures. 
| by implication and under protest; will not 
duced by the same labor, nor any notice taken || 


i} 


Had a politician resorted to || 





I cannot indorse it even 


vote to print it. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Gorkuam, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
agreed to the amendment of the House to the 
resolution of the Senate relative to the appoint- 
ment of a joint select committee on the subject 
of the heating, lighting, and ventilating of the 
Senate Chamber and Hall of the House of Rep- 


| resentatives, and had appointed Mr. Nye, Mr. 


Such, after a careful perusal, seems | 


Antnony, and Mr. Stockron as the members 
of the committee on the part of the Senate. 
The message further announced that the 
Senate had passeda resciution accepting the 
statue of Major General Greene; in which he 
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was directed to ask the concurrence 
House. 


REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE 


Mr. LAFLIN resumed the floor. 
Mr. KELLEY. I ask the gentleman to yie}, 
to me fora single momentto makea propositjo,, 


e of the 


tohim. The matter before the House is of yey 


considerableimportance. When I had the hon, 
of discussing this report the other day, th, 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Woon} eo». 
sented to the extension of my time on the cop. 
dition that they should have an ample oppor. 
tunity to discuss the report, and good fais}, 
requires that I should ask the gentleman jy 
charge of the resolution to give the amples 
time for that discussion, and as preliminary 


| to that, that he give my colleague on the Com 


mittee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Maynanp. 
who seems to have given the report especia| 
consideration, more time than he has yet had. 
I hope he will do so. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Ido not wish to exteng 
my remarks more than a few minutes longer, 

Mr. LAFLIN. As | announced when I pre. 
sented this report, it was not the purpose of 
the committee to ask, the House, or with its 
consent to allow the House to enter upon 
general discussion of the question of the tariff. 
It was only in obedience to that courtesy whic) 
I felt was due to a member of our committee 
that I so far departed from that resolution as 
to give, as I did to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Cake, ] the right to occupy the 
floor for thirty minutes. 

Mr. CAKE. When the committee agreed 
to report favorably on this resolution the geu- 
tleman agreed that | should have that time. 

Mr. LAFLIN. Certainly ; I yielded in ac- 
cordance with a previous arrangement. Now, 
on the one hand, as chairman of the Commit. 
tee on Printing, I am appealed to by certain 
members of the House to demand the previous 
question, because they say it must be perfectly 
evident to the committee that this resolution 
| will meet the approval of the House. I have 
| confidence to believe that it will, and hence, 
| perhaps, the committee is not justified in con- 
| suming the public time. 
| 


On the other hand, inasmuch as the state- 
ments of the report have been severely attacked 
upon this floor, and inasmuch as the question 
is one of such deep and general interest, and 
involves the determination of such grave meas- 
ures, | am appealed to by those who adopt 
some of the conclusions of the report to allow 
them to have an opportunity to meet the state- 
ments and charges that have been made con- 
cerning it. I do not feel at liberty to consult 
my own personal feelings with reference to this 
matter. If I did so, it would most assuredly 
be more agreeable to me to demand the pre- 
vious question; and if in any way, with these 
conflicting views pressed upon me, the wishes 
of the House can be made known to me, | 
shall be most happy to respect those wishes, 
and, if that be the wish of the House, to give 
in the consideration of this resolution, which 
simply provides for the printing of the report, 
a general and broad discussion. But I do not 
feel now, inasmuch as almost every effort that 
has been made upon this floor has been directed 
in antagonism to the report itself, that until | 
am assured of the earnest disposition of the 
House to engage in this debate, I ought to yiel’ 
to that generous feeling which I always expe 
rience when called upon by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [ Mr. Keuey] and the gentleman 
| from ‘l'ennessee [Mr. Maynarp] for any favor. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I will observe to the 
gentleman that five minutes is all I want. 

Mr. LAFLIN. I would really like to know 
the disposition of the House upon this ques 





tion, and unless some motion is made looking 
to that, I shall be obliged to decline the request 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KE!- 
LEY] and yield ten minutes to the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Brooxs,] a member 0! 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 
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Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Mr. Speaker, 


ir. KELLEY. Will the gentleman yield 
to me to make such a motion as his colleague 
\Mr. LaFLin] has indicated ? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I had rather 
"Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. This is the best 
time for debating this subject. I hope the 


ventleman will allow the motion to be made. | 
It is so difh- | 


° Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
cult to get the floor that I do not like to trust 
myself off it. no : ; 

‘Mr. KELLEY. Very well; I simply wanted 
+> make a motion fixing the hour when the vote 
shall be taken. ; ; 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I do not rise 
to discuss the question of tariff or free-trade, 
protection or revenue, as my honorable friend 


‘rom ‘Tennessee [Mr. MaynarpD] seems to have | 


done. I think this is an inopportune moment 
for that lengthy and elaborate discussion which 
so important a subject demands. 

Nor do I rise to defend the Special Commis- 
sioner of the Revenue, who has been so severely 
attacked upon this floor. I did not create that 
oficer. He is no officer of the gentlemen with 
whom I am associated on this floor. His pol- 
ities are not mine. I am not responsible for 
his opinions or for his character. lor what- 
ever good or ill there is in him or in his pre- 
vious publications, which have been attacked by 
the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Dickey,] those who created this officer 
are responsible; certainly I am not, nor are 
those with whom I am associated here. But 
so far as many of the principles which he has 
put forth are concerned I[ shall support them; 
but not all of them. 

An attack has been made upon Mr. Wells 
because he has changed his opinions ; because 
he was formerly regarded as a high protective 
tariff man, and has ceased to be so any longer. 
| suppose I shall also be assailed for a change 
of my opinions. But 1 stand now where I ever 
stood upon the subject of the tariff, a Whig, 
and nothing but a Whig upon that subject; a 
Whig of the Clay and Webster school. Iam 
nota Whig of the three hundred or five hundred 


per cent. protection school, such a protection as | 
there is in the present tariff; I am not a Whig | 


for an average protection of forty-seven and 
forty-nine hundredths per cent., as there is 
in the present tariff. But lam for the tariff 
of Webster and Clay, which seldom or never 
exceeded twenty-five per cent., or when it 
amounted to thirty or thirty-five per cent. was 
thought to be enormous and ovftrageous and 
was decried by all parties. 

Sir, have I changed, or have others changed 
who are now in the Republican party, and who 
are upholding and supporting a tariff of from 
three hundred to five hundred per cent? Who 
have changed, I or they? 
ers of Clay and Webster, [orthey? Who have 
departed from the old landmarks of the Whig 
faith, lor they? I stand now for a revenue 


ommended in the report of Mr. Wells; I stand 


Who are the follow- | 


now as | have stood for twenty-five years past, | 


more or less, 


respect. And if those are the ancient notions 
of Mr. Wells, there is no change in him. 

_ Mr. STEVENS. Will the gentleman yield 
lor a question? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. No; not at 
present. Another honorable gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, who represents the Schuylkill 
district, [Mr. Cake, ] an iron and coal district, 
has chosen to make a personal attack upon a 
portion of my constituents, the free-trade 
feague in the city of New York. He pro- 
nounces them—I have his words—anti- Amer- 
‘can, anti-Republican, persons who have been 
bought and purchased by British gold. 

‘ur, those gentlemen are not of my politics 
ur of my political faith. Not one of them that 


There is no change in me in that | 


a 


they are all Republicans. And yet the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania charges those of his 
own political faith with being purchased by 
British gold; with being anti-republican and 
anti-American. 

Mr. CAKE. 


Will the gentleman allow me 


| to interrupt him a moment? 


| bounty paid —_ pig-iron. 
| New York Tri 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I would do so 
if it did not come out of the very few minutes 
allowed me. The honorable gentleman from 
Pennsylvania representing the Schuylkill dis- 
trict should be more modest in his charges. 
He should bear in mind where he comes from, 
whom he represents, what enormous bounties 
are given to the iron and coal interests of which 


|| he stands on this floor as the Representative. 


Sir, I pay, my people pay, the whole eastern 
people pay $1 25 in gold for every ton of coal 


| and nine dollars for every ton of pig-iron im- 


ported into this country. I hold in my hand 
a computation, not by men of my political faith 
or party, but by the Chicago ‘l'ribune, which 
reached me this day, which shows what is the 
According to the 
une, to which it refers, the total 
product of pig-iron in this country for the year 
1869 has not been less than two million tons. 
The Chicago Tribune goes on to show that the 
imports of pig-iron during that year were about 
one hundred and seventy-five thousand tons. 


The duty upon thisiron is nine dollars per ton in | 


gold. ‘The whole amount of pig-iron produced 


and imported was 2,175,000 tons, which at nine | 
dollars per ton would yield an aggregate tax of | 


~~ 


$19,575,000, 
pay. 


which the people have had to 
Of this sum but $1,575,000 went into 


the national Treasury, while the remaining | 


$18,000,000 were paid to those owning and 
interested in the furnaces of this country. 
Mr. CAKE. I hope the gentleman will not 
say 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I would yield 
to the gentleman, as I have already said, if it 
did not come out of my time. I mean to say 
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Secretary, announced that the President had 


| on the 20th instant approved and signed bills 


of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. No. 790) repealing so much 
of the act of August 8, 1846, as declared the 
Des Moines river, in the then Territory of Iowa. 
a public highway ; and : 

An act (H. R. No. 861) making appropria- 
tion to defray the expenses of the Committee 
on Banking and Currency incurred in pursu 
ance of investigations ordered by the House 
of Representatives. 

PRINTING OF WELLS’S REPORT 


Mr. LAFLIN. Lyield for two minutes to 
my colleague { Mr. MeCarrny. | 

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, if gentle 
men of this House think that in providing for 
the priuting of this report they are publishing 
a fair statistical exhibit of the condition of our 
industrial interests they are mistaken ; for, sir. 
while this officer has been professedly engaged 
in seeking information from those most inter 
ested or experienced in reference to our na 
tional industries, the information given to him 
whenever adverse to his low tariff or free-trade 
views has been suppressed; and I have the 
proof of this suppression. His recommenda 
tion of a low tariff is almost entirely in favor 
of British importations, such as if admitted 
at low rates of duty enter into direct and de 


—AQAIN. 


| structive competition with our domestic pro 


| to the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania | 


that he who has fed and fattened upon these 
bounties, he who has grown rich upon the 
taxes we have had to pay, he who has put his 
heel of iron upon every farmer, plow-holder, 
and every tool-holder in this country, should 
be somewhat more modest before he charges 
a portion of the people I represent, though not 
of my political faith or party, with being anti- 
republican, anti-American, and with being 
bought by British gold. 

Sir, every factory, every steam-engine, every 
fireside, whether in the cottage or the palace, 
that is warmed in winter by anthracite or bit 
uminous coal, contributes more or less to the 
support of the bounty-fed people whom the 
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania rep- 
resents on this floor. 

Away, then, with such foul charges as these! 
Away with language so unbecoming a Repre- 
sentative. Let the gentleman learn to discuss 
questions on this floor upon principle, not upon 


ial | passion or party prejudice or personal abuse. 
tariff of twenty-five per cent., such as is rec- || Ovo Poe 


I impute no improper motives or conduct to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. But by 
ingenious and adroit legislation, passed amid 
the turmoils of civil war, when the people of 
the country were engrossed in the work of 
maintaining the Union, those whose associa- 
tions are with him in the matter of a protect- 
ive tariff have fastened upon the people the 
system under which these bounties are paid to 


favored branches of industry; and many Re- | 


publicans in the State of New York and else- 
where are now in favor of getting rid of them. 
If the gentleman does not respect his party 
associates let him respect human nature and 
no longer charge that those who advocate a 


policy different from his own are bought by | 


** British gold.” 
BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 


I know of belongs to the Democratic party; |! States, by Mr. Horace Porrer, his Private 


| the high duties which are now in force. 
| this discrimination ? 


ductions. On the other hand, with reference 
to articles entering into the daily wants of all 
classes of our people, whether in the cottage 
or the palace, he advocates a continuance of 
Why 
Let the Special Commis 
sioner of the Revenue answer. 

In reply to my colleague from New York 
{Mr. Brooks] I willonly say that this country 
in its past history has hada Benedict Arnold ; 
and this is not the first time that the party with 
which my colleague acts has sustained and 


supported the enemies of the country and of 
| the country’s industries. 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. LAFLIN. In order that the House 


may decide as to the extent to which this de 


| bate shall continue, I eall the previous ques 


tion. If the call should not be sustained, of 


| course this matter will be open for genera! 


debate. 

Mr. ARNELL. I hope that the gentleman 
from New York [ Mr. Larii] will allow my 
amendment to be offered. 

Mr. LAFLIN. Iam willing that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. 


| ARNELL] shall be considered as pending. 


Mr. MUNGEN. I would like to occupy a 
few minutes on this subject before the previous 
question is demanded. 

On seconding the demand for the previous 
question there were—ayes 46, noes 44; 
quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Lariin and Mr. 
MUNGEN. 

The Honse divided; and the tellers report 
ed—ayes 72, noes 62. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The question being on ordering the main 
question, 

Mr. RANDALL and Mr. 
for the yeas and nays. 

On ordering the yeas and nays there were 
ayes nineteen, noes not counted. 

Mr. MAYNARD called for tellers on order 
ing the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered 

The main question was ordered. 

Mr. ARNELL. I move that the r 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

The question was taken; and it was decided 


no 


KELLEY called 


yution 


I demand the yeas and 
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in the negative—yeas 49, nays 129, not voting 
32; as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Ambler, Armstrong, Arnell, Bai- 
cy, Benton, Blair, Bowen, Burdett, Benjamin F. 
utler, Cake, Cessna, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, 
Cowles, Deweese, Dickey, Donley, Duval, Ferriss, 


Fisher, Gilfillan, Heaton, Hill, Hoge, pelle,  eisey. | 
McGrew, ercur, | 


Knapp, Maynard, McCarthy, 
William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Negley, 
0’ Neill, Packer, Palmer, Phelps, Sanford, Sargent, 
Scofield, PorterSheldon, Strickland, Tillman, Town- 
send, Van Horn, Willard, and John T. Wilson—49. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Archer, Asper, Axtell, 


tanks, Beaman, Beatty, Beck, Benjamin, Biggs, 
Bingham, Bird, Boles, George ! Brooks, James 
Brooks, Buffinton, Burchard, Burr, Roderick R. 
Butler, Calkin, Clarke, Coburn, Cook, Conger, 


Crebs, Cullom, Dawes, Dickinson, Dixon, Dox, Dyer, 
Hla, Eldridge, Ferry, Finkelnburg, Fiteh, Garfield, 
Getz, Golladay, Greene, Griswold, Haight, Halde- 


man, Hate, Hambleton, Hamill, lawkins, Hawley, || 


liay, Heflin, Hoar, Holman, Hooper, J gmones, Jobn- 
on, Thomas L. Jones, Judd, Julian, Kellogg, Kerr, 


Knott, Laflin, Lash, Lawrence, Logan, Loughridge, | 


Marshall, Mayham, McCormick, McCrary, McNeely, 
Klinkim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore, Morgan, Samuel 
P. Morrill, Mungen, Niblack, Orth, Packard, Paine, 
Peters, Poland, Pomeroy, Potter, Randall, Reading, 
Reeves, Rice, Kogers, Sawyer, Schenck, Schumaker, 
shanks, Sherrod, Slocum, John A. Smith, William 
i. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, William Smyth, 
Starkweather, Stevenson, Stiles, Stokes, Stoughton, 
“trader, Strong, Swann, Sweeney, Taffe, Tanner, 
rimble, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Van Trump, Voor- 
hees, Ward, Cadwalader C, Washburn, William B. 
Washburn, Wells, Wheeler, Whittemore, Wilkinson, 
Williams, Eugene M. Wilson, Winchester, Witcher, 
Wood, and Woodward—12. 

NOT VOTING—Mesers. Allison, Ames, Barnum, 


Bennett. Boyd, Buck, Buckley, Churchill, Cleve- 


land, Cox, Davis, Dockery, Farnsworth, Fox, Ham- 
ilton, Ilays, Hoag, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Alexan- 
der Hl. Jones, Keteham, Lynch, Morrissey, Prosser, 
htoots, Lionel A. Sheldon, Joseph 8S. Smith, Stevens, 


a 


Stone, Van Auken, Welker, and Winans—32. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

During the vote, 

Mr. VAN HORN stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Hoac, who was absent, would if present 
vote in the negative. 

The vote was then 
recorded. 

Mr. LAIFLIN, Lrise to close the debate, and 
i will first yield five minutes of my time to my 
colleague on the Committee on Printing from 
Ohio, [Mr. Muncen. ] 

Mr. MUNGEN, 
matter was submitted to the House I under- 
tood it was simply a question whether we 
should or not print a certain number of copies 
of this report ; but to my utter surprise gentle- 
men have dragged in the general question of 
the tariff bill and discussed that instead of the 
motion to print. Ido not understand that it 
is a proper subject of discussion under the 
resolution now pending before the House. 

I wish to say distinetly to my esteemed friend 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Maynarp, ] who evidently 
misunderstood my position in the speech I had 
the honor to make on the 16th of last month, 
that he puts me in the wrong place entirely. 
| then attempted to defend labor against capi- 
tal, and I said nothing at all about the tariff. 
1 am not in favor of taxing the laboring man 
on his tea, sugar, and coffee. I never uttered 
a word which could justly lead the gentleman 
to entertain any such idea. ‘The gentleman, 
therefore, hasentirely misunderstoodme. While 
l respect him highly he must let me say that 
in this instance he mistakes the position I 
occupy; and I take this occassion to assure 
him, so far as the tariff question is concerned, 
| am a tariff man only for the purpose of col- 
lecting the requisite amount of revenue. I 
make this as an incidental remark, 

Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman will allow 
me to explain. I understood him to take the 
position just as he now states it, and the ground 
[ took was that with his well-known views | 
imagine he would not even by printing such a 
document as this put himself on the record 
as indorsing the proposition as here made. 

Mr. MUNGEN. Ido not indorse the tariff 
bill at all; nor am I called upon to indorse it 
in ordering the printing of this document. This 
i8 & separate and distinct matter. 


announced as above 


Mr. Speaker, when this | 
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to the gentleman for the explanation he has 


made. 

One reason why I vote for the printing of this 
document is that I have been applied to for 
more copies of this report than will come to 
my share underthisresolution. Since the Re- 
publican papers have begun to attack this report 
there have been applications coming to us from 
all quarters for copies of it, and for one I am 


| for giving the people all the information neces- 


sary. Let us have all the light we can, and if 
the present tariff law cannot stand it let it go 
down. I care nothing about it. The people 
want to see it. As has been said, the stereo- 
type plates are ready and the cost is a trifle. 
Let us print it, then. 

As to the report being got out under the aus- 
pices of the free-traders, I care nothing about 
that. [am notafree-trader. I am arevenue 
tariff man, and as far as my vote will go it will 
goin that direction. But lam opposed to mo- 
nopoly of every kind. And | am opposed to pay- 
ing ninety dollars a ton for Pennsylvania iron 
when England will deliver it here at forty-two 
dollars. lf I am wrong in my facts as to this I 
am willing to be corrected. I do not see any jus- 
tice at allin this sort of thing. Ido not believe 


| in paying a bonus to the New England men to 


keep up their business. I hold that if they 
cannot make money fairly out of manufactur- 
ing business they ought to quit it and take to 
something else. If they cannot get money by 
making boots and shoes let them embark in 
some other business. Let our rule be to buy 
in the cheapest and sell in the dearest market ; 
and let us refrain from taxing the necessaries 
of life, such as tea and coffee, while we let off 
the large capitalists, such as the great iron men 
of Pennsylvania. And the New England man- 
ufacturers were, last Congress, by one stroke 
relieved of $83,000,000 of taxes by the exemp- 
tion of manufactures. 

And who paysthis? It is labor that pays it. 
Now, if we will do away with this monopoly 
business and relieve labor of the burdens now 
imposed upon it we will be doing something 
for the good of the people. To listen to some 
gentlemen talking in this House you would 
fancy that nobody performed any labor in this 
country except in Massachusetts and Pennsyl- 
vania. I beg to say to those gentlemen that I 
believe it to be the fact that the most hard- 
working men will be found in the West, or at 
I know that the 
men who labor in the mines of Pennsylvania 
and those who are under the lords of the loom 
in Massachusetts—I know that they work hard, 
but I think it will be found that those who till 


the soilin the West work as hard, if not harder | 


than they. ; 

ieee the hammer fell. } 

Mr. LAFLIN. I now yield for a minute to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. Cake. | 

Mr. CAKE. Mr. Speaker, I do not see how 
my colleague, the chairman of the committee, 
can deny me one minute after the personal 
attack we listened to a moment ago, and to 


which I was denied the privilege of answering | 


at the time. 

I desire only to say in answer to the attack of 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Brooks } 
directed against me that I keep constantly in 
mind the best interests of the constituency I 
represent, that he does not seem to under- 
stand the coal question, and that I will take 
an early occasion to enlighten him. When he 
says his constituency pays $1 25a ton upon 
the product of my district he proves his utter 
ignorance upon one of the leading questions 
of the day and to how little purpose he has 


been paid for long years of learning how to | 


discuss public questions upon this floor. In 
the case of Mr. Wells he has another opportu- 
nity, as he had in that of Andrew Johuson, to 
cast in the teeth of the Republicans the fact 
that they and not his party are responsible 
for whatever is wrong in the premises. I know 
that fact as well as he, and in this case am 
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almost in wpm oa when I think of the terrih). 
enemy the industry of this country encounter, 
in the free-trade league he eulogizes, That 
Mr. Wells was bought up by the money of th; 
league or by the men who furnish most of the 
money to run the machinery of this league—| 
mean the iron-masters and manufacturers 
Kngland—is believed by many men besides ¢} ; 
gentleman from New York and myself. — - 

Mr. LAFLIN. I now yield to the gentle. 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. KEtiey] thre. 
minutes. | . on 

Mr. KELLEY. In order that gentlemey 
may understand the case I desire to say that 
this report can be had without being printed 
for the House. Two editions have already 
been printed at the Government expense. (); 
of these is now withheld in order to indyco 
gentlemen here to vote for an extra issue that 
they may getcopies. And here is another tha: 
is being circulated broadcast. The edition | 
have first referred to we were entitled to haye. 
and ought to have been here in the document. 
room sometime ago. And still another editioy 
hasbeenissued. I hold in my hand an editoria| 
of the New York Evening Post of December; 
18, written before the report was issued, ]; 
gives the substance of the report, and they 
makes this announcement : 

“*Under these circumstances the American Freo. 
Trade League of this city has determined to publish 
the report as soon as it can be obtained, and wil! 
furnish ’’— 

Gentlemen economists, see how much you 
can save by leaving the printing of this docu. 
ment to private enterprise— 

“and will furnish it in pamphlet form at a price 
not above one half the cost of printing it.” 

On the 13th of December, therefore, the free. 
trade league were aware of what was contained 
in this official report, and were prepared to dis. 
tribute it as soon as it was presented to Con. 
gress at a price not more than one half the cost 
of printing it. Thus, then, we have three edi- 
tions to be scattered over the country, besides 
the circulation given by the newspapers; for 
the article goes on to say: 

‘Every journal in the country which is in favor 
of revenue reform and wishes the people to know the 
truth on this subject would act wisely to buy an edi- 
tion of this report and send it as a supplement to al! 
its subscribers. Those who desire to do this may 
address Mr. Mahlon Sands, the secretary of the 
league, at 69 William street, in this city.” 

Mr. DAWES, and Mr. WILSON of Min- 
nesota, severally asked the gentleman to yield 
to them for a moment. 

Mr. KELLEY. Iyield to nobody. [Laugh- 
ter.] This réport, it seems, has deceived even 
the experienced gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Brooks] by its false statements. What 
can be thought of a scheme which, while de- 
nouncing a protective tariff averaging forty- 
seven and ahalf percent., suggests duties pro- 
tective in their character of hundreds per cent., 
going as high as eight hundred and thirty-three 
per cent.? It would tax your spices at from 
two to four hundred per cent. ; it would tax 
every ounce of tea at the rate of seventy-eight 
and ahalf per cent. What interest does it 
protect to tax our coffee forty-seven and a half 
ver cent.? What interest does that protect? 

‘et your Commissioner of the Revenue desires 
to subvert the industry of the country by these 
high taxes—taxes on our labor, taxes on our 
industry. Is he honest? Is he truthful? Is it 
fitting that Congress should indorse such false 
figures and falser deductions? Is it fitting that 
when the document can be bought for less than 
the cost of printing it Congress should proclaim 
to all Europe that it approves the report ? 
| [Here the hammer fell. ] 
|| . Mr. LAFLIN. I now yield five minutes to 
|| the ett from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ray- 
DALL. 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, I shall vote 
for the printing of this report, for the reason 
that the Senate sent this resolution here and 
desires that it should be printed. It is usual 
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rrible print such reports. My friend from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Cake ]objects clusions of the report are not acceptable to 
ANters nade upon me by my constituents warrants to the printing ot the report because he disa- those who favor duties for protection merely 
That me in voting to print it. As to the suggestion || grees with the conclusions of the Commissioner and not for revenue upon those articles which 
of this ¢ my colleague, [ Mr. KELLEY, ] that copies of in relation to coal. form a portion of the cost of living of every 
of the ‘his report can be obtained from the free trade Mr. CAKE. I say here and now that I hope laboring man. This is one of the reasons why 
ue—| eague of New York, it has no force to my the duty on anthracite coal will be repealed. || I desire the report printed, for I believe it is 
erg of mind. Lam no more affiliated with and have || Will that satisfy the gentleman? easier to suppress the facts and arguments con 
@s the ) more sympathy with that organization or Mr. COOK. That is entirely satisfactory. | tained in this report, and prevent them from 
: ‘he purposes it has in view than do [ come here | But at any rate the proposition of the gentle- || being read and considered by the people, than 
entle nder the shadow of the protective league of || man 1s that this report should not be printed || itis to contradict the facts stated or to answer 
thre, my own city. Phe facts and arguments, the || because members do not agree with the con- || the reasoning of the report. For “myself, | 
ieductions and recommendations of this Com- || clusions of the Commissioner, who was ap- || believe that the present duties upon articles, of 
leme: igsioner, Who was not placed in that position || pointed by law to gather this information to be | necessity, such as salt, timber, coal, and pig- 
y that yany action of mine or by any action of those spread before the country. iron, and like articles, should be greatly modi- 
rinted with whom I am associated, must be met, and Now, | aflirm that I have more calls for this | fied; that capital has by reason of these duties 
ready ‘his alleged facts cannot be refuted, if his | report than for any other document; it is ex- || an unfair and unjust advantage over labor ; and 
, Ona -ecommendations cannot be shown to be falla- | citing more interest among the people I repre- || I desire that the facts and conclusions of this 
nduce ious, Pennsylvania must take the consequences sent than any other document printed by order | report, which I deem unanswerable, be spread 
e that f these facts and those recommendations. of Congress. Now, we certainly agree with | before the people. The gentlemen opposing 
r that [t seems to my mind, sir, thatitisa small way | some of the conclusions of the report, and for || the printing of this report have every facility 
tion | r the Representatives trom any State, and I | that reason we should desire to have the argu- || for answering it if they can, and I for one do 
have foel it is small in a Representative from my || ments to sustain those conclusions to go out || not object to the printing of what they say in 
ment. wn State, to seek to stifle those facts and those || before the people. I agree with the conclu- || reply; but I think it will appear hereafter that 
ditio) figures which emanate from an official of this | sion in that report in relation to lumber, upon || the most effective way of answering is not by 
torial Government. ‘The better mode, the most effect- || which a heavy tariff is laid, which inures only || assailing the authorof the report andaccusing 
‘mber ive way to overturn these statements, is to | to the benefit of those engaged in manufactur- || him of being influenced by mercenary consid- 
- a liscuss them, and to show by the light of the | ing it. It does not protect any interest which || erations in making it. Such attacks will have 
then experience of the past that they are not || needs protection in this country; on the con- | little influence if his reasoning commends 
warranted. trary, under its influence our forests are dwin- | itself tothe judgment of the people, who are 
iin Sir, this document is one of the most inter- | dling away and we are compelled each year | vitally interested in the proper determination 
ublist esting documents to my mind that has ever | to go miles further off to obtain the lumber || of these grave questions and with whom the 
cd Wi emanated from an official in this country since | which our people living upon the prairies are || final decision of them rests, and who will insist 
[have had the honor of a seat in this body. | obliged to use. None of the reasons usually || upon having all the light upon the subject 
h you Asto this gentleman’s motives, I do not in- || urged in favor of protective duties to develop | attainable. 
docu tire into them, nor do I inquire into the mo- | and foster the manufacturing interests of the { Here the hammer fell. ] 
tives of my colleague, [Mr. Ketury,] as did || country apply to this duty upon lumber. It is Mr. LAFLIN. I now yield a half a minute 
| pric at paper from which he had an extract read || not for the benefit of the country to encourage || to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Hay. ] 
thismorning. I believethis gentleman ishonest | the rapid consumption of our timber forests, Mr. HAY. I have been allowed a half a 
: free his sentiments, justas I believemycolleague, | and the labor engaged in manufacturing lumber | minute. In that short period of timeI propose 
ained who depreeates the printing of this report, is || does not compete with any foreign labor. merely to say that I am heartily in favor of the 
0 dis. nest in his sentiments. My colleague must We certainly agree with some of the con- | publication of this report as proposed by this 
Con meet this issue as every Pennsylvania Repre- || clusions of this report, and for that reason I | resolution. I sanction and indorse all that has 
e cost ative must meet it; he must meet it and || say it should be printed. ‘This opposition to | been said here to-day against the high protect- 
e ed k itin the face; and I say to him here to- || its being printed will lead ten men to read it || ive tariff which is now oppressing the energie 
sides lay that the tariff upon pig iron is too high, || where but one man would have read it if no | of the American people and doing more to 
: for and should be reduced. I say further, that the || opposition had been made to its printing. impoverish this nation than anything else that 
profits of the manufacturers of pig-iron in my It is said that upon the ground of economy || has ever taken the shape of legislation. 
lads wn State warrant that reduction. I do not | we should not print this report. But I do not [Here the hammer fell. ]_ 
yw the iow yet what the Committee of Ways and || desire to forget the objection of my friend Mr. LAFLIN. I now yield three minute 
n edi Means will recommend in that respect ; but I || from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Dickry,] who ob- || to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Garriecp. 
yo shall endeavor so to vote here as to protect my | jected to printing this report because he does || Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. In the thr 
of the people, as I have always done, in connection || not agree with some ideas of Mr. Wells, once || minutes granted to me I desire to say that | 
with this tariff question. I yield to none in || made public, about rifles and smooth-bore || represent as large an iron interest as any othe: 
Min- that respect; but I am not going to vote to put || guns, but which have nothing to do with this || member of this House,with perhaps the exce; 
vield : tariff upon pig-iron which will enrich enor- || report. tion of two or three, and I have always en 
P nously these iron-masters when all those of Mr. DICKEY. I take it that a man who || deavored to defend that interest here. But if 
Augh- is who are not iron- masters are made tributary || does not know the difference between a smooth- I were the enemy of the manufacturing inter 
even to their enormous profits. bore gun and a rifle can hardly tell the differ- || ests of my district and of this country | would 
York {Here the hammer fell. ] ence between a protective tariff and a revenue || certainly vote against printing this report of 
What Mr. LAFLIN. I now yield five minutes to || tariff. 1 the Special Commissioner of the Revenue. If 
e de- the gentleman from I[llinois, [Mr. Cook. ] Mr. COOK. ‘That might be avery good rea- | I desired to give the free-trade movement of 
forty: Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, [ desire, if I can |} son why he should not have been appointed, in || this country the greatest impulsion I could pos- 
} pro- in the very brief time allowed me, to analyze || the first place, to gather these statistics, but sibly give it by one vote I would vote against 
ent., the opposition to the printing of this report. || hardly a reason, after he has been appointed, || printing this report, for I should thereby con- 
three lhe questions discussed in the report are cer- || for preventing his statistics and conclusions || fess that I was afraid of the truth contained in 
from tainly of the very gravest importance, and || from being spread broadcast before the peo- | that document. Whatever in it is true will pre 
1 tax they are exciting the most intense interest in || ple. vail; whatever in it is not true will fall. Those 
eight the country. The officer by whom this report Another gentleman says that this report can || who built shrines for the goddess Diana, when 
eg it ismade has been appointed by authority of || now be obtained for nothing; that it has || they heard the preaching of the apostle, fear 
half law and designated for the express purpose of || already been printed and circulated. Sir, I || ing their craft was in danger, stopped the ir 
tect? arranging statistics and information for Con- || am surprised that the gentleman did not object || ears and cast dust in the air, and for the space 
sires gress and for the country upon those vexed || to printing the President’s message upon the || of two hours cried, ‘‘Great is Diana of the 
these questions which are exciting and attracting | ground that it would otherwise be circulated || Ephesians!’’ I fear they will have imitators 
1 Our the attention of every one in the entire coun- || among the people. in us if we refuse to print this report. ‘To print 
Is it try. And now it is proposed, after his work Mr. DICKEY. I did object to printing the | this report is not to indorse its conclusions nor 
false has been discharged, that his report shall not || President’s message last year. to accept its facts. 
that be printed and spread before the people. Why? Mr. COOK. I refer to the gentleman’s It is but just to the furnace men of my dis- 
than Because some members of this House disagree || colleague, [ Mr. KeLuey. | trict that I should call attention to a letter I 
aim With the conclusions of the report; notall the Mr. MAYNARD. Did we not refuse last || have received from one of the leading firms 
| members, not a majority of the House, I think, || year to print the message of the President | there, and the statements of which are indorseu 
but some members of the House disagree with || because we did not choose to circulate the | by several others, giving in detail the co 
es to the conclusions of the report. doctrines therein contained? producing pig-iron. Thatstatement differs ma 
RAN- _My friend from Syracuse [Mr. McCarruy] Mr. COOK. Ido not think so. We did || terially from the estimate made by the Special 
objects to printing the report, | suppose because || not object to the printing of the message as || Commissioner in his report. If their igure 
vote he cannot agree with the conclusions ofthe Com- || a matter of economy, because it had already || are correct, then the Commissioner has made 
ason missioner in relation tothe salt interest. Iinfer || been printed in the newspapers. ‘The real || a mistake in regard to the cost of producing 
and this from his locality, and not from anything he || reason why gentlemen object to the printing || pig-iron in our portion of the country. It ema- 


naa has said or done here in relation to this interest. |! of the report is that the reasoning and con- '! nates from men well known to me and who 
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command the confidence of all who know them. 

This is the statement: 

(oat of manufacture of one ton of pig-iron, excluding 
interest on caputal employed. 

Three and a quarter tons coal delivered at furnace, 


! 
| 
| 
| 


= 
| very important, interesting, and able docu- 
_ment upon questions of the most vital import- 


| ance to the whole country. 


including fuel for boilers, hot blast, drying furnace, | 








I take upon myself so say that no document 
which has ever been brought before this Con- 
gress has been more eagerly sought after by 


the masses of the country than the report of | 


the Special Commissioner of the Revenue now 
under discussion before this House. But the 
fiat has gone forth, it seems, on the part of the 
monopolists that this document must not be 
read, that these facts must not be investigated 
by the people. 
Why should not this document be read? Gen- 
tlemen may not approve of all of Mr. Wells’s 
conclusions; neitherdo I. A great many of 


| his statements of facts and a great many of his 


blowing in, screenings, &c., S3............-+0 $9 75 
One and a half ton Lake Superior oredeliv- — 
NOE TD BO ss cocnteneeiinrtetinines Scie » 25 
One half ton lime-stone, 51 Ww. 65 
Labor oe recceeveccecsocoscoccssetce . 3 47 
hepa 4 00 0000006 660 co scbdne cencesees eoeeee ove 1 oY 
° eT ae ' 
fotal cost at furnace ......... 30 53 
Weighing by railroad company, fifteen cents 
per 2,100 pounds...............-.s.erscessesereres 17 
Vreight to Pittsburg. penesee cuniapesensipeitien tan ae 
'ommission on sales, two and a half per 
DOMES OR Te Bike ves ccckcses ccnseencssnsecersvceesees 91 
Interest on $26 34 for four years at nine 
cents, this being a four-years’ price.... 1 09 
117 
Total expense when 80ld...........-..cccseresessrsoe SOF 70 


Average Pittsburg price for three weeks past, as re- 


ported in Pittsburg Commercial, actual sales, $36 24 | 


Amount left to pay interest, risk, and contingen- 
Clee Sl 54 


This result should be further diminished by deduct- 
ing internal revenuetax on sales, $2 per $1,000, mak- 
ing it several centa less. Lz 

A.B. CORNELL, 
Treasurer ITimrod Furnace Company, ; 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

I desire to \ 
school-books fifteen years old paragraphs about 
the bladders of fishes and the flying of birds to 
prove that this House ought not to 
report of an officer whose report 
printed for the last three years, and who has been 
recognized asan able and industrious officer, 
or to attribute to him unworthy or corrupt 
motives because his report does not agree with 


our theories and opinions, is, in my judgment, | 


a lamentable exhibition of weakness on our 
part. For myself I do not intend to cast any 
vote while I am a member of this House for 
which I do not see valid reasons. 
or any other man can show me that any duty 
on imported goods is so high as to work more 
injury than benefit to the country I should be 
unworthy this place were I not to follow my 
convictions. Give us the facts. 


- 
weighed. 


| hope there will be less passion and more | 


prudence brought to the consideration of this 
great subject than this day exhibits. 

{ Ifere the hammer fell. J 

Mr. LAFLIN. I yield to the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. MarsHauy] for five minutes. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, as has 
been well remarked, this is not the proper oc- 
casion to discuss at length the great tariff ques- 
tion now pressing upon the attention of the 
country, and if it were I could say but little 
within the five minutes to which I am limited. 
But, sir, the gentlemen who oppose the print- 
ing of the document now under consideration 
have taken the most extraordinary position 
which I have ever witnessed since I have been 
ou the floor of this House. Here is the report 
of a distinguished political economist—a gen- 
tleman who, however we may dissent from 
some of his conclusions, must be conceded to 
be a man of ability. He is a public official of 
this Government, a member of the dominant 
party and employed by them; but because he 
lias happened to depart from what were his 
original convictions, because having investi- 
gated the facts bearing on the subject he has 


to some extent broken loose from the fetters | 


which the organized leeches of this country 
who are sucking out the very life-blood of the 
producing classes have attempted to throw 
around him, because he is not willing to become 
their tool and vindicate the policy of oppres- 
sion and legalized plunder now eating out the 


House seek to misrepresent his statements, 
discredit his facts, ite after heaping upon him 
personally the foulest slanders attempt in this 
manner, which I cannot regard as otherwise 


— the | 
1as been | 


If Mr. Wells | 


Here is the | 
forum where they should be scrutinized and | 


say further that to read from | 





| . 
|| floor favor. 


deductions do not meet the approval of my 
judgment. Lut I tell gentlemen that they fall 
into a great mistake in giving way to a blind 
rage to strike down investigation with reference 
to the legislation which has prevailed in this 
country for the last ten years. Under this 
legislation the country has been going to ruin. 
' The farmers of the West are oppressed by 
onerous taxation and are sinking rapidly into 
poverty. Ourshipbuilding interests have been 
crushed. Our merchant marine has been driven 
from the ocean. Ruin and devastation are 
threatening the people from every quarter. Our 


years. 
We have now presented to us the views of a 
statistician and political economist of ability, 


years to investigating these questions ; who has 
attempted to solve the problem as to how the 
pepeeey of our country may be revived: who 
1as endeavored to throw light upon the char- 
acter and effects of our past legislation. The 
masses of the people are rising up and demand- 
ing relief from the evils under which they suffer ; 
yet in their blind rage those who are advocat- 
ing the system of legalized robbery which has 
been eating out the substance of the people 
seek on this floor to keep light and facts away 
from the eyes and ears of the people. I tell 


who has, under the orders of Congress itself, | 
given his whole time, energy, and talents for | 


finances are in a most wretched condition. | 
This is the state of affairs brought about in a | 
great measure by the legislation of the last ten | 


grateuen that they commit a grave mistake. | 


set this subject be investigated. 
facts go before the country. 

It is folly to charge ‘‘ bribery and corrup- 
tion’’ upon this man because he does not advo- 
cate the system which some gentlemen on this 
With as much propriety might I 


|| charge ‘‘ bribery and corruption’’ upon those 


|| tem of robbery and oppression. 








| 


a || I represent a moderate tariff State. 
substance of the country, gentlemen in this || 


| who advocate a system which I consider a sys- 

But I do not 
I would treat 
any charge of that kind against the distin- 
| guished gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Ke.iey, | who has made this one against Mr. 
Wells, with the same contempt. I regard his 
charge against this Commissioner as being 
neither worthy of the gentleman himself nor of 
this House or the country. 
investigated, they must be investigated, and 
when this question of tariff comes before this 


| believe anything of the kind. 


vitally the interests of the whole country. 
These are questions upon which the people are 
| demanding action, and we cannot with impu- 
nity shrink from the responsibility devolving 
upon us. 
Mr. LAFLIN, 
the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Perers. ] 
Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I believe that 
I believe 
that the casting vote of a Democratic member 
in the Senate saved the tariff of 1842. The gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania who is a member of 


| the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Kei- 
| LEY, ] who takes so much interest in this tariff 


than discreditable, to keep from the people a |! question, is a favorite on the stump in my State. 


These facts will be | 


House I want all the light possible so that we | 
may act intelligently and wisely upon all these | 
questions of finance and tariff which affect so | 


I now yield four minutes to | 


nese 
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And, sir, with that belief about my constituent 

lam in favorof printing thisreport. The, a 
tion of a tariff is not only a question of pelhes. 
ple, but in practice it is one of many question r 
a question of detail and of many subdivisions’ 
My State may have interests perishing for the 
want of this information, and we may be a 
ing too much out of our pockets to those ey 
are reaping the benefits of protection in other 
portions of the country. In matters to be ser. 
tled, taking in view all interests andall sections 
I say we ought to receive any evidence touching 
the subject on the one side or the other. If 
therefore, the report of Mr. Wells has any 
respectability, if it has any weight, if it uas any 
value on one side or the other of this question 
[and my constituents want to get it and eon. 


| sider it, and to weigh it carefully. 


_ But, Mr. Speaker, when I see gentlemey 
rising here and attempting by the use of tho 


_ Weapons of ridicule and with the passionate 
| show of temper to get rid of this peace of ey; 


dence, I am brought to believe myself, and | 


| know my constituents will be brought to belieye. 


Let all the || 


that there is something in it worthy of beiny 
heard, worthy of being considered, and worth, 


| of having a bearing upon this complex ques. 


tion of the tariff. I will vote for the resolution 
to print because the report comes from an offi. 
cer from whom under the law such a report 
was expected. I shall vote for the printing 
because we have this report before us and it has 
been usual to order it to be printed. I will yoto 
for it, sir, because of the intrinsic value more 
or less of its statistics, of the facts and inform. 
ation which it contains. I will go for it and go 
will my constituents because he has the ability, 
whether on the right or wrong side, to discuss 
questions of political economy, a question in 
reference to which there are various opinions, 
and which through him has attracted the atten- 
tion of Congress, as well as other questions 
which will come before us. 

I go for the printing of the report further 
because in my section of the country, and | 
judge the same is the case in other sections. 
there is a demand for it. There is a demand 
to read the report because of this opposition 
to its being printed. I have on my list, from 
judges, merchants, and others, thirty-seven 
requests to send them this document so that 
they may peruse it at their leisure. I for one do 


| not wish to hide from my constituents any light, 





nor do I wish to hide it from any other section 
of the country; but I wish them to have all the 
light which will enable them to investigate 
properly this whole tariff question. 

I have spoken hurriedly, expressing my views 
as fast as possible, for the time allowed me was 
short; and I will now leave off as I began by 
saying that asa moderate tariff man, and believ- 
ing that Maine will stand by the protection oi 
the great interests of Pennsylvania, I was com- 
pletely surprised at the opposition which sprang 
up here against the printing of this report. 

Mr. LAPLIN, I will now yield five minutes 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
Borer. | 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Mr. 


| Speaker, I do not propose to discuss this re- 


port as a tariff or as a free-trade man. I am 
neither. I shall not vote for the printing ot 
the Commissioner’s report this year, as I voted 
for the printing of his report of last year, 
because [do not think the report a fair one or 
its statistics valuable. I am in favor of giving 
light to the people, not darkness. 

In the five minutes whieh are allowed me for 
addressing the House I shall comment only 0" 
one matter of statistics in the report as a spec! 
men. The Commissioner starts off with t) 
proposition that all the wealth off this country 
at the beginning of the war was in round num 
bers $14,000,000,000, concerning which he 
says—lI give his words: 

“ Ho would further remind those who may be in- 


clined to regard this aggregate as an under estimate 
that the national valuation of $14,183,215,618, 25 
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1870. 


raduced from the census returns of 1860, represents 
Gee urplusof accumulation over expenditures which 
had resulted up to that date from all the labor and 
cagnomy of all the people who have inhabited the 
ory of the United States since its first discovery 


terri 


od settlement by Europeans, plus whatever of cap- 


+a] has been sent out by other nations.”’ 


Therefore, up to 1860, all our wealth, all our | 


ings 
earning: 


money. ‘The war, according to the report, cost 
as d 


, had amounted to $14,000,000,000 of | 


shiscountry ‘‘in the destruction of wealth and | 


‘he diversion of its industries, $9,000,000,000. 
That is to say, he wants the country to believe 
‘hat the war destroyed nine fourteenths of the 
entire property of the United States. Now, I 
do not want to send that statement to my con- 
ctituents, because there may be some person 
nossibly so far in the dark as to believe it. 
But there is no child that does not know it is 
not so. 
~ Mr, Wells then goes on to say that while all 
. industry of the country up to the com- 
mencement of the war had only produced 
=14,000,000,000 of wealth, and while during 
he war $9,000,000,000 were destroyed, yet 
m 1860 to 1870 there was nevertheless an 
“ease of $9,000,000,000. That is, with the 





erty nine fourteenths of the whole amount of 
the wealth we had accumulated during the 
whole one hundred and sixty years of our 
ndustry, whether colonial or national, pre- 
vious to the war. 

[ cannot agree that this is correct statistical 
information which I should indorse by sending 
it to the country, although I have no tariff or 
anti-tariff views depending upon it. 

Again, let us see in what manner the Com- 
missioner estimates the amount of destruction 

f wealth by the war. He takes in the first 
place the moneys in the Treasury when the war 
commenced. ‘I'o this he adds all the moneys 
we have raised during the war, then all our debt, 
and says that is the cost of the war minus 
3100,000,000 a year expended on civil admin- 
stration. That is to say, according to Mr. 
Wells, every dollar we paid out in the prosecu- 

on of the war was destroyed. We raised a 
million of men, and all that we paid for the food 
consumed by our soldiers and for the clothes 
they wore was so much lost to the country. 

[ take it, it cost no more to clothe the same 
men during the same time in blue cloth as sol- 
liers than it would have done to clothe them 
in black cloth as civilians, but rather less; that 
engaged in the ordinary industries they would 
have been consuming the same amount of food 
they did as soldiers, and surely the money 
uat their clothing and food represented, not 
in excess Of what it would have been in time 
of peace, was not a destruction of so much. 
Nor can it be said that all we paid for trans- 
portation was lost. Yet the Commissioner so 
counts it, and adds all the bounties and all the 
State debts. To this he adds the pensions, 
which we have paid and which we must pay, 
as so much lost to the industry and wealth of 
the country in consequence of the war. 
has the country lost that which is paid to and 
is to be paid to its citizens, or, in other words, 
imply goes from one pocket to the other? 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. It seems 
to me these five minutes allowed are very 
short. 

Mr. LAFLIN. I now yield three minutes 
to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Locan. ] 
. Mr. LOGAN. Three minutes is as much as 
ican ask of the gentleman. It is too short a 
time, however, to allow me to enter on any dis- 
cussion of the merits or demerits of the ques- 
tion. ButI will say that I have been very much 
‘urprised at the remarks of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Butter] as well as those 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ket- 
LEY.] This assault upon this report, merely 
because gentlemen think its calculations are 
incorrect in some particulars, is very strange 
coming from these gentlemen. ‘They have time 
ud again allowed to be printed in the Globe, 


tist Cong. 2p Suss.—No. 40. 


Task 





at great expense, declarations, speeches, and 
other things of which they would not admit 
that a word was true. 

But perhaps my friend from Pennsylvania 
is actuated, not by improper motives, but by 
just such motives as politicians always have. 
And I will just state how the matter strikes 
my own mind, The report is a very strong 
argument—thereis no question of that—against 
high tariffs, especially on iron, steel, &c. But 
{ remember very well—it is not so many 
months ago—when about one hundred thou- 
sand copies of speeches in favor of the tariff 
were circulated all over the country by the 
Congressional Executive Republican Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. DICKEY. Were 
authority of Congress? 

Mr. LOGAN. Ido not suppose that they 
were. but | will say this, that they were pub- 
lished in part with the money that came out 
of the gentleman's pocket as his contribution 
to the committee forthe purpose of publishing 
them. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
for them. 


Mr. LOGAN. 


they published by 


You did not pay one cent 


I paid the same as any other 


/man in the House, and circulated under my 


| I have the floor now. 


frank all over the country the speeches in which 
you and others set forth your views on the 
tariff. 

Mr. KELLEY. The last fact stated by the 
gentleman is not correct. No committee of 
which I ever was a member or of which the 
gentleman was a member printed a single 
speech of mine, and the records of the com- 
mittee will show it. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. Speaker, lam very much 
astonished that the gentleman should get up 
here and make such a statement. 

Mr. KELLEY. So am I. 

Mr. LOGAN. Well, if you will allow me, 
I am astonished that 


| the gentleman should say a certain thing is 


not correct. Why, it is as easy to say that as 
to say anything else. I am not speaking with 


reference to a committee of this House. 
Mr. KELLEY. No, sir; nor any other 
committee. 


Mr. LOGAN. I speak of the Republican 
committee organized in this House for political 


| purposes. 


Mr. KELLEY. So do I when I deny that 
it ever printed one speech of mine relating to 
the tariff. It did print the record of my trip 
through the South. 

Mr. LOGAN. I want no further contro- 
versy with the gentleman. When a man will 
make such a statement as that on this floor in 
the face of the committee that knows better, 
why I am not astonished at his opposing the 
printing of this report. I have nothing to say 
further to that gentleman. All I have got to 
say is this, if I am mistaken I am sorry for it. 

Mr. KELLEY. The records of the commit- 
tee will settle it. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam positive and so are you; 


| and if after making an argument against print- 
| ing the report 
, upon this floor 


ou cannot submit to a reply 
have naught to say to you. 
Now, why is it that gentlemen from Penn- 
sylvania and Massachusetts do not want this 
report printed? Not because of its untruth- 


| fulness, for we vote every day to print docu- 


ments to which the same objection wouldapply. 
It is not expected that every report made here 
will be truthfal in every particular. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. LAFLIN. I now yield three minutes 
to my colleague from the Oneida district, [ Mr. 
Batey. | 

Mr. BAILEY. I have nothing to say about 
the tariff, either for protection or against pro- 
tection, and yet I hope the House will not 
print these extra copies of this report. As has 
been said by gentlemen who have preceded me, 
it has already been published through the news- 
papers all over the land. I believe all the 
essential parts of it have been published and 
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spread before tens of thousands of people, be 
fore a much larger number of persons than 
the number which we should print now would 
furnish. Why, then, should we be asked to 
print these extra copies? What earthly rood 
shall we accomplish byit? The thing has been 
published. It has been published through the 
newspapers of the country and otherwise. What 
will these twelve thousand copies amount to 
except as a job in the printing office? How 
far will that number go? To how many per: 
sons in his district can each member give a 
copy? Is this giving light to the community ‘ 
Sir, I hope the House will stop this whol 
business of the publication of documents ; 


i 
; mean of extra numbers for distribution. | 
l 


do not speak of this particular case because 
am opposed to the report; I do not say I am ; 
but | am utterly opposed to the farther pub 
lication of these extra numbers of any paper 
whatever, and here is an excellent opportu 
nity so stop it. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. LAFLIN. I will yield next to the gen 
tleman from Cincinnati, [Mr. Stevenson. | 

Mr. STEVENSON. 1 yield a moment to 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Patne. ] 

Mr. PAINE. I| merely desire to have read a 
letter from a gentleman in Milwaukee upon this 
question, that it may appear upon the record 

Lhe Clerk read as follows: 

MILWavKFeE, December 27, 1869. 

Dsar Sir: The tariff question will soon be before 
you, and [ doubt not the report of Mr. Wells will 
influence the action of many. In regard to the iron 
guestion he makes many misstatements. Allow me 
to call your attention to one which nearly concerns 
us. He says: “Lt is also to be noted that if the duty 
on pig-iron were entirely removed the American pro- 
ducer in the interior would still enjoy a protection 
in the cost of transportation to the extent of at 
least $1 50 per ton for every one hundred miles, 
which circumstance renders the transport of asingle 
pound of foreign pig-iron to any considerable dis- 
tance Into the interior a matter ol ordinary commer 
cial impossibility.’’ I[fthisisafact, as we are atleast 
one thousand miles from the sea-board,we are enjoy- 
ing protection in the one item of transportation of 
fifteen dollars per ton, not only on pig but on rail- 
road and all other kindsofiron. The tact, however, 
is that thousands of tons of foreign pig-iron are yearly 
brought to this market and to Chicago at $2 50 per ton, 
gold, from Montreal. ‘The ordinary price of freight 
on railroad iron, via the Erie canal and steam around 
the lakes, is only from five to six dollars per ton, cur 
rency, from New York to Milwaukee and Chicago. 
A very large amount of Scotch pig-iron is sold in St 
Louis. Itis carried from New Urleans to St. Louis 
for four dollars per ton. These figures show Mr. 
Wells to be not exactly correct in his statements. 
You ¢an rely on the figures I give you as being en- 
tirely true. There are many other false statements, 
which [ doubt not you will discover, in his report. 
I hope Congress will let his British employers pay 
him after this year. His policy would ruin half the 
iron manufacturers in the United States. 

Yours, very respectfully, : ; : 

_ JAMES J. HAGERMAN, 
lion. H. E. Patnr, Washington. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Iam in favor of this 
resolution, but not because I believe in the 
truth of this report generally, not because I 
concur in its recommendations, for I differ 
materially from many of its recommendations. 
For instance, while this Commissioner recom- 
mends a heavy tariff on tea and coffee and 
sugar, | am in favor of free tea, coffee, and 
sugar. Let the necessaries of life come to the 
people free. 

Again, this Commissioner misrepresents my 
State when he says that the real estate of Ohio 
has increased in the last ten years only thirty- 
five per cent. The truth is the value of real 
estate in Ohio has doubled. He took his 
figures from the State records at Columbus, 
where they have the old valuation made nearly 
ten years ago. 

Ido not know how many errors there may 
be in this report, how many propositions in it 
I might differ from or agree with ; but it is an 
official report, made by an officer of the Gov 
ernment having full 2p paghere and it is en- 
titled to the respect of the people and toa 
fair hearing. It is our duty to give it a fair 
hearing betore the people, and the people have 
a right to it, net through the free trade league, 
but through their Representatives here. 

. am in favor of this resolution, again, be- 
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cause I am in favor of fair play. The gentie- 
man from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Ke_Ley] is the 
great leader of the high tariff section of the 
tepublican party, for the Republican party is 
divided on this question. Now, while I do 
not take sides with either camp, I hold that 
there are as good men upon the one side as 
upon the other. 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. LAFLIN. I now yield three or four 
minutes to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Strives. | 

Mr. STILES. Mr. Speaker, I have the 
honor to represent upon this floor perhaps the 
largest iron interest of any district in this 
country. It is not my purpose now to discuss 
the question of the tariff, but simply to give 
my views in favor of printing this report. 

‘Sir, as has been stated here over and over 
again, our constituents all over the country 
demand the printing of this report and its cir- 
culation among the people. 1am in posses- 
sion of a protest against the statistics of Special 
Commissioner Wells; it is now in my desk, 
and at the proper time it will perhaps be pre- 
sented to the House. It is signed by some of 
iny immediate constituents. The iron men of 
iny district are almost entirely opposed to me 
in politics; we have no aflinity whatever upon 
the great questions which now agitate the coun- 
try. Notwithstanding that, I desire to have 
them informed, to be informed myself, and to 
have all the people informed, so far as | can do 


sO, upon the questions involved in this report. | 


There are some startling developments made 


that need contradiction. 
tariff will probably engage the attention of this 
Congress more than any other one subject. It 
is @ serious, grave question. 


has been a vital question. And while I| trust 
no vote of mine shall ever be given in opposi- 
tion to what I conceive to be for the best in- 
terests of the whole country, yet I shall steadily 
yuard the interests of my own people and State. 
And in this struggle for entire justice to all | 
shall not forget the interests of labor—agricul- 
ture and the great mineral resources of the 
country. And in the protection needful for 
the interests of the manufacturer I shall never 
forget the laborer who contributes so largely 
in creating wealthy corporations and indi- 
viduals, Itis notalonethe wealthy that need 
protection, but in the division of favor dealt 
out by this great Government with a liberal 
hand let rich and poor be remembered alike. 

(he information furnished in this official 
report is full of information, full of statistics, 
having the approval of one of the Departments. 
Let it go to the country, and let their judg- 
ment be pronounced. Under Radical rule, the 
dominant party here, official documents of less 
merit have been published for distribution by 
thousands. This discussion, most bitter as it 
has been among the friends of the Adminis- 


The question of a | 


To the State I | 
have the honor in part to represent it always || 


tion to enter upon a discussion of any of the 
questions involved in this report. It will be 
remembered by the House that very early in | 
the session a resolution was introduced to print 
this report, that it might as speedily as possible 
be circulated throughout the whole country. | 
That resolution was referred to a committee 
and has slumbered until called up to-day by | 
the Committee on Printing. Inthe mean time 


are writing to us demanding to see this report. | 
I am only surprised at the sensitiveness of gen- | 
tlemen here, at their earnest opposition to this 
report going forth to the great masses of the 


from every section of the country the people 
| 


_ people of this country who desire to see it. I. 
| can explain their opposition in no other light | 


than a desire to force upon the country a policy 


| with which our ae at least have no dispo- 


sition to sympathize. Whether they ever see | 
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this report out in the western country or not, | 


they have no disposition to be dragged into a | 


| support of this excessive high protective tariff. | 


. : | 

Sir, | am ready upon any question that has | 

ever been discussed in this House, upon any | 
question ever considered by any department 


of this Government, to go out to the people of || 
this country, who are capable of investigating || 


and understanding every question, as they 
should have the privilege of doing. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. LAFLIN, 
half to the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[ Mr. T'wicHe.t. | 


Mr. TWICHELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 


| merely to correct a statement of the gentleman 
by the Special Commissioner in his report; || 
some that require explanation, perhaps some | 


from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ke._uey,] to whose 
extraordinary speech the other day I listened 


that in 1865 you could not purchase steel rails | 
short of $390 in currency per ton, delivered 
upon the wharf in Boston, New York, Phila- 


delphia, &c. Sir, I myself purchased in that | 


| year steel rails for a fraction less than $165 


And I have been in- | 


in currency per ton. 


formed that in the gentleman’s own State the || 


| 
with great attention. He stated to this House | 
| 


| Pennsylvania Central road purchased during | 


that year steel rails of the best quality, deliv- | 


| ered upon the wharfin Philadelphia, at $162 60 | 


ished to find how utterly they have misunder- 


trict of Pennsylvania [Mr. Dickry] appealed 
to the spirit of economy in behalf of the sup- || 
| pression of this report. 
we would be true to our professions to make || 


| 


tration, proves to my mind that the report || 


should go to the country, and for the adoption 
of this resolution I shall vote. 

| am for economy in all expenditures, and 
for an early return to honesty in the adminis- 
tration of the Government ; but I have no hope 
except in a change of rulers, a change of Rep- 
resentatives here. Mr. Speaker, the interest 


'| utterly useless, would, if printed to the extent | 
| which we propose, cost the Government of the | 


manifested in this debate has greatly attracted | 
the attention of this House and will reach our | 


constituents, all of whom are eager to catch 
every word here uttered. 
more is expected, more is demanded of this 


oe than of any other body of legislators | 


which ever assembled in this Hall. Wise legis- 
lation will restore confidence; blunders now 
will bring ruin upon thousands who pray for 
wisdom in these dangerous and perilous times. 
a the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. LAFLIN. I now yield two minutes to 
the gentleman from Illinois, e Moore. } 
Mr. MOORE, of Illinois. feel no disposi- 


In my judgment | 


in currency per ton. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. LAFLIN. 1 wish I had it in my power 
to give more time and greater breadth to this | 
discussion, for it certainly awakens emotions | 
of the greatest interest and of the most vital | 
importance to our country. | 

While listening to gentlemen who have | 
spoken upon this subject I have been aston- | 


stood the nature of this report so far as the mere 
recommendation of our committee is concerned. | 
Why, sir, the gentleman from the Lancaster dis- 


He challenged us if 


| a step forward right here and refuse to print 
| this report. 


As this devotion to economy | 
seemed to take hold of the gentleman’s mind 
it led him to take flights of imagination ; and | 
before he had concluded his remarks he told | 
the House and the country that thisreport, so | 


United States the magnificent sum of $10,000. 


I now yield a minute anda || 








Now, sir, if this report is so important as | 


we claim; treating as it does subjects affecting 
vitally the welfare of the country, then $10,000 


would not be avery extravagant sum to spend || 


upon its publication. But, sir, I will say to the 
gentleman that I would like to have him follow 
the Committee on Printing in the very direc- 
tion of economy which they have taken in rec- 
ommending the printing of this report. I tell | 


him further that instead of printing twenty 
thousand copies of this report—the number 
printed last year, and the number which has 
regularly been printed with but one excep- 
tion—we recommend the printin 
iwelve thousand copies ; and instea 


of only 
of cost- 








| 
| 
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ing the Government the sum of $10,000 
cost by actual estimate $1,350. 

Mr. DICKEY. Will the gentleman yield 
me for a question? 

Mr. LAFLIN. No, sir; my time wil] 
permit. 

Mr. Speaker, if the statements which +), 
gentleman made with reference to the characte, 
and ability of the Special Commissioner of :). 
Revenue and as to the value of this report es 
of the same character as the statements whic! 
he has made with reference to the cost of print. 


y it wil] 
¢ 
VU 


Y ‘ 
uO 


_ ing this document, I leave the country to judge 


whether the report should be printed or no: 
The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Myy. 
NARD | says that we propose to print an unusya! 
number of copies. I have already answere; 
thatstatement. When hestated thatthe Hoysa 
had at one time refused to print the report of 
this officer I asked him to which report hy 
referred, and he said, ‘‘ The report of 1867," 
I find, however, by looking over the report of 
the Congressional Printer for the last two o, 
three years that of the report for 1867 twenty 
thousand copies were printed. , 

Mr. MAYNARD. If I fell into a mistake 
on that point it was owing to the fact that | 
had attempted to get a copy of the report of tha: 
year and was obliged to send to the Senate fy; 


/it. The gentleman is probably correct. 


Mr. LAFLIN. The gentleman from Pen) 
sylvania, [Mr. KeLLey,]| ordinarily correct jy 
his statements, tells us that three reports hay: 
already been printed upon this subject, and 
that members of the House, without the add; 
tion of these extra copies, will be well supplied 
with this document. I want to say to the Hous 
that under the order to print already made 
members of the House get just one copy apiece. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to give in my adher- 
ence to the very sensible and pertinent re 
marks which have- been made touching th 
printing of this report by my distinguished 
friend from Ohio [Mr. GarFIeLD] and the 
gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Perers.] | am 
amazed to see men educated as I have been, 
and believing as I believe in the necessity 
of proper protection for American industry, 
attempt upon the very threshold of tbe dis 
cussion of this question the suppression of « 
document bearing so directly upon it. As tli 
gentleman from Maine has said, this is a 
question of principle, and not only a question 
of principle, but a question of detail. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentle: 
man from New York [Mr. Lariiy] has ex 
pired. The first question is upon the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
ARNELL] providing for printing two thousand 


'| copies for the use of the Senate, and five thou: 


sand copies for the use of the House. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. LAFLIN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was agreed to ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. STILES, the 
ouse (at four o’clock and twenty minutes 
m.) adjourned. 


? 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 


|| under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


committees: . : 
By Mr. BEATTY: The petition of W. H. 
Stornus, C. L. Corey, and 47 others, citizens 


of York Center, Union county, Ohio, praying 


for the abolition of the franking privilege. 
Also, the petition of J. M. Darling, Ira \\. 
Drake, and many others, of Boke’s Creek. 
Union county, Ohio, asking for the same. 
By Mr. BEAMAN: The petition of |. 
Tabor and others, of Adrian, Michigan, ‘'! 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 
By Mr. BECK: A petition of a number © 
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citizens of Lawrenceburg, Anderson county, 
Kentucky, praying that the franking privilege 
be abolished. . : 

By Mr. BINGHAM: 1 he memorial of Sam- 
ie] Harper and others, of the sixteenth con- 
-ressional district of Ohio, praying such amend- 
vent to the Constitution as to acknowledge 
Almighty God as the source of all power and 
authority in Government. 
~ Also, the memorial of Lindley Lamb and 
oo others, of said district, praying that the 
franking privilege be abolished. 

By Mr. BRADFORD: A petition of 60 citi- 
ens of Fort Collins, Colorado, for the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 40 citizens of Georgetown, 
Colorado, on the same subject. 

Also, a petition of 46 citizens of Colorado, 
on the same subject. 

By Mr. BURKE: A petition from citizens of 
Calhoun county, Illinois, for abolishing the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The 


petition of J. H. Hubbard and 46 others, citi- | 


vensof Framingham, Massachusetts, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 


By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of F. 


S. Pope and 152 others, citizens of Sandwich, | 


Massachusetts, praying for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Almy B. Chace, of Fail 
River, Massachusetts, mother of William H. 
Chace, deceased, private in company C, thirty- 
second regiment Massachusetts volunteers. 

By Mr. CESSNA: Five petitions of citizens 
of the sixteenth district of Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing Congress to abolish the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Fulton county, 
Pennsylvania, praying a change in the revenue 
laws imposing tax upon flouring-mills. 

Mr. COBURN: A petition of certain citi- 
zens of Castleton, Indiana, and vicinity, ask- 
ing a reform of the postal laws. 

By Mr. COWLES: Two petitions of citizens 
of Cayuga county, New York, for a pension 
to the soldiers of the war of 1812. 

By Mr. CREBS: The petition of James C. 
Ashford and 47 others, citizens of Rochester, 
Wabash county, Illinois, praying that the frank- 
ng privilege be abolished. 

By Mr. CULLOM: A petition of a large 
number of citizens of McLean, Woodford, and 
DeWitt counties, in the State of Illinois, asking 
(or the repeal of the franking law. 

By Mr. DICKINSON: The petition of 
James Benham and others, citizens of Centre- 
ton, Huron county, Ohio, praying for the abo- 
lition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. DUVAL: A petition of the citizens 
of New Cumberland, Hancock county, West 
Virginia, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. ELA: The petition of Betsy Orlin, 
of Barrington, New Hampshire, for pension. 

By Mr. FERRY: The petition of Robert B. 
McCulloch, B. Brittain, Abraham Thompson, 
Nicholas Drew, and 170 others, of Berlin, 
Michigan, praying that the franking privilege 
be abolished. 

By Mr. GOLLADAY : A potition of sundry 
citizens of Bowling Green, Warren county, 
Kentucky, asking the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. GREENE: Two petitions, one from 
some 40 persons residing at Mongaup Valley 
and one from Falls Mill, Sullivan county, New 
York, of a like number, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. HAIGHT: A petition of 45 owners 
of vessels of all classes of tonnage, praying for 
the placing of a suitable light-ship for the pro- 
tection of life and property on Winter Quar- 
ter Shoal, situate about eighty miles northeast 
of Cape Charles and sixty-five miles south 
southwest from Cape May; and also for erect- 
ing a light-house on the south end of Block 
Island. 

By Mr. HALDEMAN: A petition of num- 
erous citizens of Cumberland county, Pennsy]l- 
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vania, in favor of the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. HAMILL: The petition of D. W. 
Houk and 50 others, citizens of Maryland, pray- 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. HOAR: The petitions of George S. 
Duell and others, of Brookfield, Massachu- 
setts; of J. ’. Hitchcock and others, of War- 
ren, Massachusetts; and of C. V. Corey and 
others, of Sturbridge, Massachusetts, all for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. JENCKES: The petition of George 
Howland, of Newport, Rhode Island, and 2,000 
others, for pensions for soldiers and sailors of 
the war of 1812. 

By Mr. JOHNSON: A memorial of the 
State of California in respect to the public lands 
of that State. 

By Mr. KERR: The memorial of C. Rich- 


ards and 80 others, of Orleans, Indiana, asking 


Congress to repeal the franking privilege. 

By Mr. KNAPP: A petition of citizens of 
West Oneonta, Otsego county, New York. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Bennettsville, 
Chenango county, New York, and a petition 
of citizens of West Meredith, Delaware county, 
New York, all for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Chenango 
county, New York, for the establishment of 
a post route from Smyrna to Pitcher, in said 
county. 


By Mr. LAFLIN: The petition of G. Bb. 


Huntington and others, of Theresa, Jefferson | 


county, New York, in favor of the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. LYNCH: The petition of J. H. 
Drummond and others, citizens of Maine, ask- 
ing that a pension be allowed to nurses who 
lost their heaith while in the service of the 
Government in the line of their duty. 

By Mr. MAYHAM: The petition of Levi 
Wood and 60 others, citizens of Albany, for 
the erection of a publie building in that city. 

Dy Mr. MAYNARD: A petition of citizens 
of Tennessee, praying for laiuanioe the ille- 


gal and revolutionary proceedings in that State. | 


Also, the petition of Benjamin D. Perly, of 
Clinton, Tennessee, praying to be paid for 


_ services as spy during the late war. 


By Mr. MERCUR: A petition of 47 citi- 
zens of Bloomsburg, Columbia county, Penn- 
sylvania, asking that the franking privilege be 
abolished. 

Also, a petition of 58 citizens of South 
Creek, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, asking 
that the franking privilege be abolished. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Ohio: The petition of 
Isaac B. Kinkead, of Washington county, Ohio, 


| late captain of company K, seventy-seventh 


regiment of Ohio volunteer infantry, for relief. 

‘By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of R. R. 
Collier, of Petersburg, Virginia, for removal 
of political disabilities. 

Also, the petition of the children of J. Lb. 
Martin, deceased, of Lisbon, Portugal. 

Also, the petition of Samantha H. Walker, 
for a pension. 

By Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania: The 
petition of Dr. John Lowman and 8 others, 
physicians representing the Medical Society of 
Cambria county, Pennsylvania, asking Con- 
gress to grant the medical oflicers of the Navy 
such a degree of actual and substantial rank 
as properly belongs to them as members of a 
learned and honorable profession. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The petition of James 


Walsh, praying for a pension for a wound re- 


| ceived while in the Army of the United States. 


By Mr. PACKARD: A petition of citizens 
of Westville, Indiana, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. PAINE: The petition of A. Farrand 
101 others, citizens of Kenosha, Wisconsin, for 
an appropriation for the Kenosha harbor. 

By Mr. PETERS: The petition of Nathaniel 
Moody, of Maine, for a pension. 


By Mr. POLAND: The petition of J. C. 
Fargo and others, of Randolph, Vermont, for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. POTTER: Petitions from the citi- 
zens of Croton Falls, of Bedford Station, and 
of Golden Bridge, New York, for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. PROSSER: The petition of certain 
citizens of Tennessee, asking that the franking 
privilege be abolished. 

By Mr. SLOCUM: A petition of citizens of 
anee for the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege. 

By Mr. STARKWEATHER: Several peti- 
tions of citizens of Connecticut, asking for the 
abolition of the franking rivilege. 

By Mr. STEVENS: The petition of A. M. 
Rudleton and 260 others, citizens of Peter- 
borough, New Hampshire, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Philip Chamberlain, ot 
Milford, New Hampshire, a soldier of the war 
of 1812, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. EstherJ. Formen, 
for a pension. 

By Mr. STRICKLAND: The petition of S. 


| L. Brass and 86 others, for the abolition of the 


franking privilege. 

By Mr. SWANN: The papers in the case 
of William Schilling & Co., praying to be 
refunded certain taxes. 

Also, a memorial from certain citizens of 
Baltimore, in favor of the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. UPSON: The petition of John C. Con 
ger and 44 others, citizens of Summit county, 
Ohio, for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Andrew Kyle and 57 
others, citizens of Cuyahoga county, Ohio, for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of Mil 
ton Baker and 162 others, of Fairfield county, 
Ohio, praying that the franking privilege be 
abolished. 

By Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts 
The memorial of George H. Barrett and 50 
others, citizens, of Worcester county, Massa 
chusetts, praying for the total abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of Samuel G. Kendall, 


,and 100 others, citizens and legal voters o! 


Westminster, Massachusetts, tothe same effect. 

By Mr. WINCHESTER: Petitions from 
the citizens of Centrefield, Oldham county, 
Kentucky, and also from the citizens of Fair- 
mount, Jefferson county, Kentucky, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

3y Mr. WILLIAMS: A memorial of citi- 
zens of the District of Columbia, to incerporate 


| the National Medical Society of the District 


of Columbia. 
IN SENATE. 
Iripay, January 21, 1870. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J.P. Newman, 
D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report from the Secretary of the Navy, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 17th instant, information 
in relation to the dismissal from the Navy of 
William Pollard, of Alabama; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented resolu- 
tions of the Mechanics’ State Council of Cali 
fornia, in favor of the passage of an eight-hour 
law that will positively require that the public 
work shall be done at eight hours for a days 
lavor, and making it a penal offense for officers 


|; and contractors to evade its provisions ; which 
|| was referred to the Committee on Military 

Also, the petition of Cordelia C. Dougherty, | 
' for a pension. 


Affairs. 


Mr. WILSON. I present the petition of 
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Major General George S. Hartsuff and between 
thirteen and fourteen hundred Army officers, in 
which they set forth that the rate of pay of ofli- 
cers of the Army was fixed before the year 1860; 
that since then the cost of living has largely 
increased ; that the salaries of the learned pro- 
fessions have been largely increased as well 
as the profits of business; that the pay of per- 
sons in the legislative departments of the Gov- 
ernment has been increased from twenty to 
sixty-six per cent.; the pay of the judiciary 
from fifteen to one hundred percent. ; the pay 
of the Navy from twenty to thirty-three and a 
third per eent. ; and the pay of the enlisted men 
of the Army has been increased from thirty-three 
to forty-five per cent. They ask that the pay 
of Army oflicers be increased. I move that this 
petition be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON presented a memorial of 
‘Thomas Cunningham and others, of Massachu- 
setts, remonstrating against the rranting of the 
petition of George H. Corliss fur the extension 
of his letters-patent of March 10, 1849, for 
improvements in the steam-engine ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Ife also presented a petition of citizens of 
Massachusetts, praying for an amendment to 


the Constitution of the United States which | 


will secure to all citizens the right of suffrage 
without distinction of sex; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. FENTON presented the memorial of | 


W. C. Barney, asking that he may be granted 
certain privileges so as to enable himself and 
associates to connect the United States and 
the kingdom of Belgium by direct submarine 
telegraphic cable; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Hie also presented the petition of Nathaniel 
Newbery and fifty-five others, citizens of Reids- 
ville, New York, praying for the abolition of 
the franking privilege; which was referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Ile also presented a petition of Hon. Hamil- 
ton Harris and one hundred and sixty-five 
others, citizens of Albany, New York, praying 
an appropriation for the erection of a building 
in that city for the accommodation of the post 
office, United States officials, and United States 
courts ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Cedar county, Iowa, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. KE. I. 
Brossman, requesting the refunding of certain 
taxes paid to Captain I’. J. P. Chilty, provost 
marshal at Camp Stoneman in 1865; which 
was referred to the Committee on I‘inance. 

Mr. POMEROY presented the petition of 
ilizabeth James, of Doniphan county, Kansas, 
praying to be allowed a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. POMEROY. I am charged with and 
have the honor to present several petitions, 
very numerously signed, praying that there 
may be a further amendment of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States which shall secure 
the right of suffrage to all citizens of the Uni- 
ted States. These petitioners, both men and 
women, set forth that as the Constitution and 
the laws of the States now are there are in- 
equalities among citizens in regard to exercis- 
ing the elective franchise ; that some citizens 
are allowed to exercise it and some are not. 
‘They set forth reasons why these inequalities 
should not exist, and pray that to that end 
there may be an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. I present these 


petitions, proposing to refer them, as is usual, to | 
the Committee on the Judiciary, knowing that | 


the chairman of that committee always reads 


Mr. DRAKE. 
[ Laughter. ] 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It will be referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. [ Laughter. } 

Mr. DAVIS. I beg leave to present a peti- 
tion, not upon the prevalent follies which have 
been referred to by the petitions presented by 
the honorable Senator from Kansas, [ Mr. 
PomEROY, | butin relation to a practical subject. 
It is the petition of one hundred and ninety- 
eight of the most respectable people of my 


i present the usual petition. 


county, praying for the abolition of the frank- 


ing privilege. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STEWART. I present a petition of 
citizens of Virginia City, Nevada, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege, mete 
letter inclosing the petition to me states: 
‘* Inclosed please find petition as per direction 
of the Postmaster General.’’ [Laughter.] 1 


move its reference to the Committee on Post | 


Offices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
petition of a large number of citizens of Wind- 
sor, Vermont, praying for the abolition of the 
franking privilege; also, another petition from 
citizens of Hartland, Windsor county, Ver- 
mont, and another from citizens of Putney, 
Vermont, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. I move the reference of these 

etitions to the Committee on Post Offices and 
ost Roads. I desire to say that the Post- 
master, I believe, in each case, has sent me 
these petitions. One of them informs me that 
the petitioners would rather have the abuses 
charged by the Postmaster General reformed 
than to have the franking privilege abolished. 
I think it is quite unhandsome, although from 
the best of motives, no doubt, that the Post- 
master General should seem to have circulated 
the idea throughout the whole country that Sen- 
ators and members of Congress are guilty of 
gross frauds and abuses of the franking privilege. 
That is the idea most prominently in the minds 
of all these petitioners without any doubt. 

So far as i am concerned I do not believe 
that there is any considerable amount of fraud 
practiced by Senators or Representatives in 
relation to the franking privilege. I intend to 


vote for its abolition, but not for any such rea- | 


sons as have been offered by the Postmaster 
General. As to the statement that we shall 
make the vast saving of five millions of money 


by its abolition, I will say that I have no idea | 


that a single picayune will be saved to the 
Government of the United States by it. All 
that can be saved by any possibility will be in 
the reduetion of contracts for carrying the 
mail. The mails will have to be carried whether 
the franking privilege is abolished or not. Sir, 
what will it amount to if the franking privilege 
is abolished and the Government pays for the 
transportation of documents out oF tne pocket 
and bas it eredited to another? There will not 
be anything saved. If there shall be anything 
saved it will be under the proposition of the 
chairman of the Committee on Printing, to 
reduce the number of documents printed. I 
am heartily in favor of that, although I think 
there is less abuse in relation to the printing 
of documents now than in any former year. 
I think it would be well if we could adopt the 
French and English system of printing and 
selling these documents at net cost. Take, for 
instanee, the document that is most demanded 
through the whole country, the report of the 
Department of Agriculture, and let the peo- 
ple have it broadeast by paying twenty-five 
cents, as | understand it could be printed for 
about that sum, and there would be a larger 
number circulated and the people would be 
better satisfied. Senators cannot send one of 


|| those documents, on an average, to each town 


them and is favorable to granting the prayer. | in their respective States; and, therefore, 
Phe VICE PRESIDENT. The petitions will || when they send one to a post office, they make 


be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. |! twenty other citizens jealous an 


indignant 
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that they have not received them; but 

place them all upon an equality and ley 
that they could have such documents aS this 
at the net cost, unquestionably they would ™ 
demanded and paid for, and the Governmen: 
would be relieved of a vast responsibility, e 

Mr. RAMSEY. I hope the Senator fro), 

Vermont will allow me to say a word at th; 
oint. I think he has unintentionally done t},,. 
ostmaster General injustice. I do not thin\ 

that the Postmaster General has in any way 
insinuated that either the members of the Sa, 
ate or of the House have been guilty of an abys, 
of the franking privilege. There is an abys 
undoubtedly. There are twenty or thirty thoy 
sand men other than ourselves who enjoy the 
franking privilege, and it may be abused },, 
them; but I do not think the Senator is jus;;. 

fied in charging the Postmaster General w;), 

the insinuation that the abuse growing out o/ 

it is confined simply to members of Congress, 

Mr. NYE. That is the impression in ti 
country. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The Postmaster Gener, 
has not given rise to it; he has done nothine 
to create it. " 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. These peti. 
tions are all circulated from the Post Ofjo, 
Department, and the letters that come back 
here are like this one: 

“The inclosed petition I send to you as instructej 
by the Post Office Department.” 

That is all that is said. In the general dis 
cussion of this question the idea does prevail 
everywhere that there is a gross abuse of the 
franking privilege ; and who abuse it save thos 
who have a right to use it? Of course I do no: 
mean to say that the Postmaster General, {o; 
whom I have great respect, has intended : 


if wy 
el, 80 


| charge fraud _ members of Congress. 
a = 


Mr. WILSO should like to say a sing! 
word in regard to this matter if there be 
objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senato: 
desires to speak on this question. Is the: 
objection? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I think w 
ought to be grateful to the Post Office Depar: 
ment for its action, and I am. I think tl: 
abolition of the franking privilege will save 
a small sum to the Governmen‘, but not 
$5,000,000 nor $1,000,000. I do not think 
the Department has carried or intended to carry 
the impression into the country that members 
of Congress have done anything wrong about 
this matter; but there is no mistaking one fact, 
that our franks are abused all over the coun: 
try; that hundreds of thousands of documents 
and letters are franked by forgery. I wish 
simply to say that I think it is not worth while 
to criticise the Post Office Department for try: 
ing to correct an admitted evil. 

There is another thing about it. I want to 
get rid of it. Instead of its being a privilege 
it isa burden. I has cost all of us five dollars 
where we have been benefited one dollar. 
About that there is no doubt. The amount 
of labor and toil that it imposes upon us 's 
almost unendurable ; and especially was it so, 
as you remember, sir, during the war. I know 
members here that franked for some regiments 
stationed in the Army at or near this place 
thirty or forty thousand letters for a regiment, 
imposing upon them great labor. It imposes 


| labor on us now, and therefore I want to be 


rid of it; and then I want another thing done. 
I want the bill introduced by the Senator from 
Illinois [Mr. TromBvut.] relative to recom: 
mendations to office passed; and when both 
these reforms are accomplished I think there 
will be some probability that we shall be in 4 
ce to attend to our proper business here. 

he truth about it is that these seats are very 
much like the seats in a hotel occupied by the 
waiters. When the bell rings they go. We 
are called upon in the same manner to do 
drudgery for the people of the country, and 
then weare daily reproached aboutit. I wantto 
get rid of this kind of drudgery, that we may 
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end to our proper business here for a few 
onths, at any rate, before we go out. 

rhe VICE PRESIDENT. These petitions 
will be referred to the Committee on Post | 
jgices and Post Roads. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, | present 

-etition from several persons, and I will state 
‘hat they constitute the leading business men 

¢ the city of Alton, in the State of Illinois, 
nraying for the abolition of the franking privi- |, 
ge: and in presenting it I desire simply to | 
cay that I do not agree with the Senator from | 

Vermont that the franking privilege is not 

ypused. I think it has been grossly abused. 

i bave been informed that the act of last session 
as corrected the abuses to some extent; but 
«ill thatthe franking privilege is greatly abused 
| have no doubt. Heretofore letters have come 
fom sections of the country where there was 
»o member of Congress, and had not been for 
months, under his frank. I have been informed 
of such cases. Of course the frank was a for- 

ry, or else if it was given out in blank it was || 
improperly done. 

The petition was referred to the Committee | 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. LRUMBULL. I desire also to present 

. memorial of the citizens of the Territory of 
Utah, praying that so much of the Territory | 

f Utah as lies north of the forty-first parallel 
of north latitude be attached to and made a 
part of the Territory of Idaho. ‘This petition 
is signed by quite a number of gentlemen, some 
of whom are known to me, and they set forth 
that if this change can be made it will have a 
tendency to correct some of the evils existing | 

n that Territory, and | commend it to the care- 
ful consideration of the Committee on Territo- | 
ries, to which I move its reference. 

[he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWARD. I present the petition of a || 
very estimable lady, the widow of William F. | 
Kearney, late of the United States Army, pray- 
ing, not for the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege, but for compensation for property lost by 

- husband during the recent rebellion. [ | 
move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Claims, and I commend it to the especial atten- 
tion of the honorable chairman of that com- 
nittee. 

[he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COLE. I present a joint resolution of 

i¢@ Legislature of the State of California, 
relating to lands withdrawn for railroad com- | 
panies, which [ ask may be printed, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

[t was so ordered. 

Mr. COLE. I present also a petition, quite 
numerously signed, the first one, I believe, 
that has come from California, relating to the 
franking privilege. I suppose it to be from 
California, though there is no mark upon the 
face of the -petition to indicate that fact. I 
infer, however, that the signatures are all gen- || 
uine, as it would be quite impossible for such 
a diversity of chirographies to be forged. I | 
will say in presenting this petition that while I 
believe the law relating to the franking privi- 
lege should be modified in some essential par- 
ticulars, [ do not coneur with the general sen- 
tment in favor of an absolute repeal of it at 
once. Ido not regard its repeal as a matter 
of economy, and that argument I believe has 
been pretty well answered by the Senator from 
Vermont. The economy would necessarily 
come in the way of reducing the expenses of 
carrying the mails. I do not suppose the aboli- | 
tion of the franking privilege would reduce the | 
price of mail contracts one cent, and therefore 
the abolition of the privilege probably would 
not result very much, if at all, in the way of 
reducing the expenses of the Government. I 
move that this petition be referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Pyst Offices and Post Roads. 

1 he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COLE. I present the memorial of 
Francis T. Willis, of Richmond, Virginia, re- 
nonstrating against the revival of the grant of || 
‘ands for the construction of a railroad from 





' all that my other mail matter woul 


Selma to Gadsden, in Alabama, for the use of 


| the Selma, Rome, and Dalton railroad, without 


a provision subjecting the lands to all valid 
liens created by the Alabama and Tennessee 
River railroad. I do not know exactly what 
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Congress may have to do with the matter; but I | 


| move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN presented a memorial of 
the Board of Trade of Toledo, Ohio. praying 
that Toledo may be made a port of entry; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. MORTON presented seven petitions of 


| citizens of Indiana, praying the abolition of 


the franking privilege ; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. SCHURZ presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Missouri, praying the abolition of the 


| franking privilege; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


Mr. THAYER presented two petitions of 
citizens of Nebraska, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege ; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. VICKERS presented two petitions of 


citizens of Maryland, praying the abolition of | 


the franking privilege ; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
Mr. BAYARD. I present three petitions 


| from citizens of Delaware, praying forthe abo- 
| lition of the franking privilege, and I will state 
|| that they are accompanied in one case by a 


letter from the postmaster stating that he does 
this under instruetions. I take it for granted 
that the instructions are derived from his official 
chief, and therefore they may be regarded in 


| this case as petitions prepared by order of the 


I will } 


Post Office Department in this city. 
further say that I recognize among these peti- 


tioners gentlemen of high respectability in my | 


own State, who have received under my frank 
within the last two weeks postal matter in the 


| shape of public documents published and dis- 
| tributed under the laws of this country which 


far exceed in bulk and cost of transportation 
{ amount 
to probably during my term of service in the 
Senate if it should last six years. I move the 
reference of these petitions to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WILLEY presented a memorial of 
members of the bar of Wytheville, Virginia, 
remonstrating against the change of place of 
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to the Constitution of the United States which 
shall secure to all citizens of the United States 
the right of suffrage without distinction of sex : 
which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, presented a 
petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, represent- 
ing thirty-seven furnaces inthe Lehigh, Schuy] 
kill, and Susquehanna regions, praying that 
inquiry be made into the cost of producing 
pig-iron; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I present 
a petition for the abolition of a practice known 


| to some people as a privilege of franking. It 


is signed by many hundreds, indeed by some 


| thousands, of the citizens of Utica, in the State 


i} 
| 





of New York. Although the heading of the 
petition was sent no doubt from the Post Of 


| fice Department, knowing these petitioners as 


I do, I beg to assure the Senate that they under- 
stood what they were doing in signing this 
paper, and that their signatures were procured 
in no sense except that they were the voluntary 
and considerate expression of their opinion. 


|| I move that it be referred to the Committee on 
| Post Offices and Post Roads. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CONKLING. I present a similar peti- 
tion, numerously signed by the citizens of the 
county of Schoharie, in the State of New York; 
a similar petition from a large number of citi- 
zens in the county of Jefferson, in the State of 
New York; a like petition from citizens of 
Lewis county, in the State of New York, all 
asking that an end be put to the same practice ; 
and I move that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING also presented petitions 
of citizens of Deansville, New York ; a petition 
of citizens of West Lowville, New York, anda 


| petition of citizens of Salisbury, New York, 
’ 


praying the abolition of the franking privilege ; 


|| which were referred to the Committee on Post 


| Offices and Post Roads. 


holding the United States district court for the | 


western district of Virginia from Wytheville 


| to Christiansburg ; which was referred to the 


Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of members of 
the bar of Tazewell, Virginia, remonstrating 
against the change of the place of holding the 
United States district court for the western 
district of Virginia from Wytheville to Chris- 
tiansburg ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petitions of William 


| Ambers and various others, of Virginia, pray- 
| ing the removal of their political disabilities ; | 


which were referred to the select Committee 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I have 
the honor to present a petition of sundry cit- 
izens of Vermont, praying for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. I will reserve the 
speech that I expect to make on that subject 
until the question is up. I move that this 


| petition be referred to the Committee on Post 
| Offices and Post Roads. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of 
Mrs. Ann G. Barker, praying for arrears of 
pension ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 


Mr. CARPENTER presented a petition of 


| citizens of Wisconsin, praying an amendment 


Mr. FERRY presented a petition of citizens 
of Sandy Hook, Connecticut, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege; which wa 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. BOREMAN presented the memorial of 
Joseph Curry, of West Virginia, representing 
that he was disabled while employed as armorer 
in the Government armory at Harper’s Ferry, 
and praying aid to relieve him from the em- 
barrassing circumstances under which he labors 
in his old age; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I have 
one of those stereotyped petitions in relation 


| to the franking privilege to present to the Sen- 


| ate, and I beg leave to say a word or two about 


| it. The remarks made on the subject of these 


petitions within the last few days seem to have 
established these propositions: first, that these 
petitions were prepared at the Post Office De- 
partment ; second, that they were printed and 
sent abroad at the public me third, that 
they were sent to the subordinates of that De- 
partment, the postmasters of the country, for 
them to procure signatures and transmit them 
to members of Congress. 

Now, sir, wholly apart from any question as 


| to the expediency or propriety of abolishing 


the franking privilege, I do say that, so far as 
I know, in the whole history of this country 
there never was enything so flagrantly wrong 


| as this conduct of the Post Office Department. 


I will not say that it is a breach of the priv- 
ileges of Congress, but I do say that for the 
head of a Departisent to print at the public 
expense and to send to his subordinates, most 
of whom hold their offices at his mere will, 
petitions of this character, with instructions to 
procure signatures and to send them here to 
influence the action of Congress upon a public 
measure, is a thing that never before in the 
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history of this country, nor do I believe in the 
history of any other country, was seen or heard. 

Why, sir, what kind of a proceeding is this? 
One of your officers, a head of a Department, 
sees fit to make a recommendation to Congress, 
as it was very proper for him to do, and with- 
out waiting for Congress to consider it, without 
waiting for the proper committee in either 


branch of Congress to consider it, without wait: | 


ing for them to weigh his arguments or invest- 


igate his statement of fact to see whether his | 
arguments were sound and his statement of | 
facts true and correct, he sets his eighteen thou- | 


sand subordinates to bring to bear upon Con- 
gress a public opinion that shall stifle all in- 
vestigation and compel Congress to accede to 
his wishes, however much our opinion may be 
adverse to them; to forestall the opinion of 
Congress ; to prevent the investigation that he 
invites by his report; to forestall and prevent 
that investigation by a factitious public senti- 
ment procured through his agency at the pub- 
lic expense and by means of his eighteen hee: 
sand subordinate officers, most of whom being 
postmasters, not holding their commission 
under any confirmation of the Senate, are 
removable at his pleasure. 

I think, sir, there has been a time when the 
Congress of the United States would not have 
submitted quietly to such conduct as that. I 
think there has been a time when it would have 
asked of this gentleman, ‘‘ How is it that you, 
one of the officers of the Government, thus 
undertake to manufacture public opinion and 
thus undertake to forestall and coerce the 
action of Congress?’’ I do not know how 
others think about it; but for me, who have 
seen the time when no man, when not even 
the President, would have dared such a thing, 
this seems like a very strange proceeding. 

[ move that the petition be referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion of Mr. HARLAN, it was 


Ordered, That Stephen G. Montano have leave to 
withdraw his petition and papers from the files of 
the Senate, 


PUBLIC LANDS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. CASSERLY. I present a memorial 
from the Legislature of California, in relation 


to alarge body of land formerly withdrawn for || 
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motion to refer a Senator may, in fact, demand 
that they shallbe read. They arealways printed, 
however. ’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. The only reason why I 
asked the Senator to give way was because I 
desired to report and secure the passage of a 
bill of public importance, the immediate con- 
sideration of which will advance the public 
interest, and I have only the morning hour to 
do it in. > 

Mr. CASSERLY. 
quarter read now. . 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from California insists upon the reading, and 
the Secretary will read the memorial in full. 

The Secretary continued the reading, as fol- 
| lows: 

And it is further represented that more than one 
half of the said thirteen million acres are claimed 
by the Southern Pacific Railroad Company, by the 
yrovisions of an act of Congress pessed July 27, A. 
9. 1866; that the land claimed by them virtually 
includes every alternate section now belonging to 
| the United States to the width of sixty miles, and 
extending from the Bay of San Francisco for a dis- 
tance of about six hundred miles to the southern 
line of the State; that by the decision of the Secre- 


The memorial is about 


| tary of the Interiorthe claim of the said railroad com- 


| pany to saidlands have been held in valid, but that 

said lands havenot yet been restored to settlement 
| by preémption, thereby inflicting a serious injury to 
|| the welfare of this State: 

Wherefore Congress is earnestly requested to order 
the said land now claimed by the Southern Pacific 
Railroad Company to be restored as soon as practi- 
cable to settlement by preémption. And that while 
the granting of aid for the construction of railroads 





or in consequence of the Southern Pacific rail- | 


road, and making certain representations to | 


Congress in reference thereto. I ask thatthis 
memorial be read at the desk, printed, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
The Secretary proceeded to read the memo- 
rial, as follows: 
** Memorial of the Legislature of the State of Cali- 


furnia respecttully represents: that immense tracts | 


of land in the State, amounting to about thirteen 
million acres, are now owned or claimed by a few 
railroad companies, under grants from Congress; that 
uch lands comprise a very considerable portion of 
ihe agricultural lands of our State; that the holding 
of or claim to such large tracts of land by a few per- 
sous has proved very disastrous to the interests 
of our citizens, by preventing the development of 
our resources and the settlement of our State’— 


Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the Senator from 
California will allow the memorial to be re- 
ferred without being read further. 


Mr. CASSERLY, It is very short; only 
two pages. 
Mr. SHERMAN. It will take up the re- 


mainder of the morning hour, and I am very 
anxious to get action upon a public bill. 

Mr. CASSERLY. understand that it is 
almost a privilege of the Senate that a reso- 
lution from the Legislature of a State shall be 
read, 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator insists 
upon it I do not object to the reading. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, 


uniform. 


| ' 


and other internal improvements is earnestly advo- 
cated, Congress is requested not to make any more 
grants of lands in large tracts in this State for any 
| purpose; but to direct the disposition of said lands 
| under the preémption and homestead laws to actual 
settlers, and to grant in lieu thereof, in aid of the 
construction of railroads and other internal improve- 
a a fair share of the proceeds of the sale of such 
ands. 

Resolved, That the Governor of this State be re- 
spectfully requested to forward this memorial to our 
Senators and Representatives at Washington at his 
earliest convenience, 


i) GEORGE H. ROGERS, 


Speaker of the Assembly. 
E. J. LEWIS, 
President of the Senate pro tempore. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The memorial 
will be referred to the Committee on Public 
| Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


INCOME TAX. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee on Fi- 


nance, to whom was referred the joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 120) declaratory of the meaning 
and intention of the law relating to income tax, 
have had the same under consideration and 
direct me to report it back with two amend- 
'ments; and I am also requested to ask the 
consent of the Senate to put it on its passage 
now. It involves a difference of construction 
in different departments of the Government as 
to the income tax, which seriously impairs the 
operations of the Government in the pay- 
ment of salaries, and so on. I ask that the 
joint resolution be considered now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Ohio reports back a joint resolution in relation 
to the income tax with two amendments, and 
asks for its present consideration. Is there 
objection ? 

Mr. POMEROY. 1 do not know what the 
ainendments are. If the resolution is just as 








it came from the House [ will not object. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The amendments only 
make the language clearer and the meaning 
more specific. The meaning is not changed. 

Mr. POMEROY. Lobject to its present con- 
sideration. Ihavereceived amemorial on that 
subject this morning. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I ean only say that while 
some officers of the Government have this tax 


deducted from their pay others have not, and 


| 


The rule is not | there is therefore immediate propriety in con- 
Memorials from the Legislature of || sidering it now. 


I will move that the pending 


a State are always printed when desired by a |, order be postponed. 


Senator, and referred, and when asked to be 
read in full on account of their importance the 
Senate generally grants its consent. On a 





Mr. POMEROY. There is no pending order. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
hour has not expired, 





January 2). 


| Mr. SHERMAN. Then the Senator hasth 
|| power to object. , 
| . Mr. POMEROY. I will not make ay r fa 

tious opposition to it; but, if I understand it, ' 
continues the present income tax just as jt os 
is for a year to come. - 

Mr. SHERMAN, 
out opening debate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator fro, 
Kansas objects, and the joint resolution will 
be placed on the Calendar. Reports of eo;, 
mittees are in order. o 

Mr. POMEROY. Having had the ;,;, 
resolution in relation to the income tax ¢, 
alained to me by the Senator from Vermoy; 
[ Mr. Mori, | I withdraw my objection toits 
consideration. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ThenI hope we shall tay, 
it up and act upon it. - 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there pe », 
farther objection the joint resolution in regay; 
to the construction of the income-tax law w;)) 
be considered as before the Senate. i 

There being no objection, the Senate, ag ; 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to ey». 
sider the joint resolution (H. R. No, 09 
declaratory of the meaning and intention , 
the law relating to income tax. 

As doubts have arisen and conflicting dec; 
ions been made in the different departmen:. 
of the Government in regard to the constrye 
tion of the laws relating to tax on incomes, t}) 
joint resolution declares it to be the true inter: 
and meaning of the acts relating to that sy) 
ject that all persons are liable to the payme 
of their proper income tax accruing and | 
accrue for and during and up to the end o| 
the year 1870; and that the assessment and 
collection of any such tax accruing in the yea 
1870, and remaining unpaid on the Ist day 0: 
January, 1871, may, under the existing pr 
visions of law, be made in the last-mentioned 
year. 

The Committee on Finance reported the join 
resolution with two amendments; first, in lines 
five and six, to strike out the words ‘tax o 
incomes ”’ and to insert ‘‘the tax on incomes 
and on salaries and dividends in the nature: 
income tax ;’’ and second, in lines seven, eigl 
nine, and ten to strike out the words ‘‘all pe 
sons are liable to the payment of their pro 
income tax accruing and to accrue for a 
during and up to the end of the year 157). 
and to insert ‘‘all such taxes shall be held | 
continue for and during the year 1870 ;”" oth 
the resolution will read : 

That whereas doubts have arisen and conilictu 
decisions have been made in the different depart 
ments of the Government in regard to the constru 
tion of the laws relating to the tax on incomes ani 
on salaries and dividends in the nature of incom 
tax, it is hereby declared to be the true intent an‘ 
meaning of the acts relating to that subject that al 
such taxes shall be held to continue for and durive 
the year 1870; and that the assessment and collection 
of any such tax accruing in the year 1870, and remai 
ing unpaid on the Ist day of January, 18/1, ma). 
under the existing provisions of law, be made int! 
said last-mentioned year. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The questions 
on agreeing to the amendments reported | 
the Committee on Finance, unless a separat 
vote shall be demanded. 

Mr. THURMAN. I was in hopes that the 
chairman of the committee would explain thi 
matter a little to us. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will do so with pleasure. 
The only reason why I did not do it befor 
was because I knew the end of the morning 
hour was approaching, and I thought it im 
portant to Sos this matter disposed of this 
morning. The explanation is this: there | 
some doubt expressed by the Judge Advo 
cate General as to whether the tax on salaries 
continues during the year 1870. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Judge Advocat 
General? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. : 

Mr. THURMAN. What has he to “ 
with it? 

Mr. SHERMAN. He ought not to have 
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ovthing to do with it; but still, under the 
svi e given by the Judge Advocate General, 
he Paymaster General has directed the dis- 
ising officers of the Army not to retain the 
eve per cent. tax on Army salaries; while the 
Comptroller of the Treasury, the proper officer 
ty pass upon this question, has directed that 
the tax shall be retained. ‘The result is, that 
» the Army the five per cent. tax is not de- 
ducted from the salaries of officers, while in 
the civil service the five per cent. is now for 
this current year deducted from the salaries of 
‘vil officers. Upon a careful examination of 
. law the Committee on Finance of the Sen- 
ate, as well as the House of Representatives, 
eoemed to be satisfied that the income tax was 
intended to continue during the whole of the 
present year, but that the provisions for col- 
lecting the income tax of 1870 might expire on 
the last of December of this year, and not con- 
tinue during the next year. Under this con- 
struction the result would be that officers 
would pay the five per cent. tax, while there 
would be no provision for collecting the gen- 
eral income tax next year. It is merely to 
avoid this ambiguity, this contrariety of con- 
truction put upon the law by different dis- 
bursing officers, that this declaratory resolution 
proposed. I can read the various docu- 
ments which I have on the subject if my col- 
league desires it; but that is the substance of 
the resolution. 

Mr. THURMAN. I suppose the whole of 
this difficulty arises from the fact that the income 
tax is limited to some time in this present year ; 
June, I believe. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
of this year. 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, whateverihetimeis. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This does not extend the 
time forlevying the income tax. It only declares 
that the tax shall be collected for this year, 
and that that which is not paid at the end of 
this year shall be collected under the provisions 
of law next year; but it does not extend the 
ume. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
the fiscal year. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
the calendar year. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I never 
have favored a legislative declaration as to the 
intention of a law if that declaration was to 
operate retrospectively. I never have believed 
that any Legislature has power, by a declara- 
tion as to the meaning of a law, to change 
that law from what: the judicial authority of 
a State or the United States has declared to 
be its true meaning. I have always believed, 
as Chancellor Kent very properly stated it, 
that a declaratory law can only properly have 
effect after the declaration is made, and have 
effect after the declaration is made because it 
is then in its nature legislative, a provision for 
the future. I have therefore very great doubts 
whether we can by a legislative declaration of 
the meaning of the law fix this matter. It 
seems to me that is the proper subject for a 
legislative act and not a declaratory act, if 
any remedy is necessary at all. If in point 
of fact this tax ought not to be under the pres- 
ent laws collected, then plainly there should 
be a new bill introduced for the purpose of 
collecting such a tax if it be advisable to col- 
lect it. If, on the other hand, the tax is col- 
lectable under the existing laws, [ do not 
think that any declaration we can make will 
idd any strength to that law. 
lhe VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
nour has expired, and the unfinished business 
pending at the adjournment last evening is now 
regularly before the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I trust the vote will be 
taken on this resolution. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the regular order will be passed over 
informally until some Senator shall call for it. 

Mr. STEWART. If there is to be no further 


i 


The last of December 


I thought it referred to 


No, sir; not atall; itis 


debate on this question | shall not object to its 
being continued. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair stated 
that the special order would be informally 
passed over until some Senator shall call for 
it, and the call of any Senator will bring up 
the Virginia bill. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Is it the decision of the 
Chair that the joint resolution in regard to the 
income tax is still before the Senate ? 

Vhe VICE PRESIDENT. The decision of 
the Chair is that the unfinished business of 
yesterday is informally passed over until some 
Senator shall demand the regular order, and 
the joint resolution with regard to the income 
tax is before the Senate until some Senator 
calls for the regular order. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Solunderstood. I do 
not wish to take the course of demanding the 
regular order, and I am reluctant to trouble 
the Senate against the chairman of one of its 
most important committees, but I feel that I 
shall fall short of my duty to the people who 
have sent me here if | do not briefly express 
my views upon this joint resolution. 

California regards herself with justice as 
the most harshly and unequally taxed State 
in this Union. Her share, per capita, of the 
income tax is six, eight, or ten times more 
than is paid by States whose representation 
in this Congress is equal to hers, is double 
hers, is treble hers. 1 cannot consent to let a 
resolution go through, the effect of which in a 
dozen lines is to take about twenty million dol- 
lars more in taxes from the overburdened 
people of the United States, and from Califor- 
nia among the rest, without a word of explana- 
tion from the chairman of the committee which 
has sent it here as to the condition of the law, 
oras to whether the law is as he contends it to 
be; in short, without a single word to justify a 
Senator in voting for it. | trust that Senator, 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
will not press a resolution of this importance, 
adding so much to the already excessive taxa- 
tion of the country, without some explanation 
of the circumstances which, i i 
warrant it. 

It seems to me now, if I may make the sug- 
gestion, that it is much to be regretted, as the 
resolution involves a purely legal question, that 
it did not go to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, because, after all, the question is 
whether under the law as it stands the income 
tax is payable for the present year or whether 
itis not. That is aquestion of law, and more 
than a question of finance, and I think the reso- 
lution should have gone to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I presume the Senator 
from California is not willing to pay a tax of 
five per cent. upon his salary while all the 
military officers of the Government are dis- 
charged from the payment of that tax. Now, 
the Treasury Department has decided that this 
tax is collectable under existing law without 
any additional legislation, while the military 
Department of the Government has decided that 
itis not collectable ; so that part of the officers 
of the Government are exempt from its pay- 
ment. The object of this legislation is simply 
to provide a uniform rule, so that all the ofh- 
cers of the Government shall be treated in the 
same way, and it simply provides for the ma- 
chinery of collecting that tax, and nothing 
more. No man who reads the law can doubt 
that it does provide for an income tax for the 
year 1870, but by some oversight the provisions 
of the law for collecting the tax in 1871 are 
omitted, and this is simply to provide for the 
assessment and collection of the tax for 1870 
in 1871. 

Now, I wish without consuming time to say 
a single word as to the question before the 
Senate. I must confess that | am quite sur- 
prised that the Judge Advocate General should 
have made such a decision as he did make, for 
he decides that military officers are not bound 


in his opinion, 
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to pay the tax upon their salaries, because there 
1S ho provision tor the collection of the incom: 
tax for 1870, when the tax upon salaries is no 
part of the income tax and is distinctively a 
tax upon salaries, and is a perpetual tax, and 
is not assessed on the Ist of March, and col 
lected on the Ist of June, like other incom: 
tax; but is collected as the salaries are paid 
disbursing officers being required to retain five 
per cent. of the salary whenever itis paid. So 
that the decision is wholly inapplicable to th: 
point upon which it is made, and I think it i 
desirable that some legislation should be had 
upon this subject. Congress should eithe: 
declare that this tax is not collectable, so as to 
relieve Senators and Representatives and civil 
officers of the Government as well as military 
men, or it should declare that all officers of the 
Government are upon the same footing and all 
subject to this tax. 

Now I hope the Senator from California will 
not interpose this objection. Ido not think 
that it is an unusual thing where different 
Departments of the Government disagree as to 
the interpretation of a law for Congress to inter- 
pose and declare what the meaning of that law 
is. I regard that as not an unusual practice. 
It is not the desire of the Committee on Fi 
nance to express now any opinion upon the 
income tax or to indicate that it favors the 
continuance of the income tax, but it simply 
desires to settle this controverted question and 
have some uniform rule of action for the dif- 
ferent Departments of the Government. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the honorable Senator 
from Oregon inform me by what authority the 
Judge Advocate General decides this question? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 1 expressed my surprise 
that the Judge Advocate General of the Army 
should undertake to decide a revenue question 
without any reference to the Treasury Depart- 
ment. lI understand it to be the business of 
the Treasury Department to collect the rev 
enue of the Government and to determine thi 
meaning and effect of the revenue laws; but 
it seems that the Paymaster General referred 
thig question, no doubt with good intentions 
to the Judge Advocate General of the Army. 
and he undertakes to decide as to whether or 
not the Government can collect certain rev 
enue. I do not know upon what authority the 
decision is made. So far as I know it is nota 
decision that is in accordance with the practice 
of the Government. 

Mr. BAYARD. I might in reply to my) 
honorable friend from Kentucky as well state 
to the Senate that I think this country at th 
time isa great deal too much governed by wha 
I may term Department-made law. |! 
is one of the evils of our present system of tax 
ing especially that so much is left, not to what 
I may term a judicial construction of the lan 
guage advisedly and properly used by the law- 
making power, but they have in fact and sub- 
stance created a third House of Congress by 
depositing in departmental officers discretion 
as to whether or no laws shall actually have 
vital operation or not; and therefore it is that 
the Senator from Kentucky should not be sur 
prised when he finds an act of Congress con- 
strued in one way by a Judge Advocate General 
of the War Department without any regard to 
the authoritative exposition of that law either 
by the judical tribunals or by the Department 
of the ‘l'reasury itself. 

I was opposed in committee to the passage 
of this resolution for the plain reason that it 
was but another illustration of the invasion o! 
the jurisdiction of a codrdinate department 
of the Government. 

Under our system of laws and legislation 
what have we to do with the construction of 
language which we ourselves have deliberated 
upon and made the law of the land? It is for 
Congress to use what language it pleases in 
framing laws, provided it is subordinate to the 
provisions of the Federal Constitution ; but 
after it has chosen their own language, after it 


think it 
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has made the law in conformity to its own dis- 
cretion and will, surely it is not for it to say 


‘* these words shall have a certain meaning,”’ | 


and insist upon that meaning, and prevent the 
operation of that other department, which is 
meant as a check—feeble check though it 
sometimes is—upon the law-making power. 


Now, sir, lL apprehend that if this jointresolu- | 


tion be passed declaring that an act of Congress 
shall be construed only in one way, and if that 
construction be not in accordance with the 
recognized adjudicated meaning of the words 
used, it would be inoperative before any judi- 
cial tribunal which had self-respect or courage 
to maintain its rights and jurisdiction. 

If it be the will of Congress to extend the 
income tax for a longer period than the law 
originally provided, that is a separate measure 
to be voted upon on its merits and discussed. 
But in the language of section one hundred 
and sixteen of the internal revenue laws, act 
of March 2, 1867, is the provision for the levy- 
ing of this tax. It is therein declared that the 
tax-~— 

**Shall be assessed, collected, and paid upon gains, 
protits, and income for the year ending the 3lst day 
of Decewber next preceding the time for levying, 
collecting, and paying said tax.’’ 

In section one hundred and nineteen of the 
game statute it is provided— 

** That the taxes on incomes herein imposed shall 
be levied on the Ist day of March, and be due and 
payable on or before the 30th day of April in each 
year, until and including the year 1570, and no 
longer.”’ 

Now, sir, by the ordinary meaning of words, 
by a meaning so plain that I think it would 
searcely be controverted by any reasonable 
man, the tax laid under that section cannot 
exteud beyond the 80th day of April of the 
year 1870, and by the preceding section, one 
hundred and sixteen, it is to be assessed for 
the year ending the 3lst day of December next 
preceding the time for levying, collecting, and 
paying the same tax. Whatis plainer? You 
tix the 80th day of April, 1870, as the period 
of the limitation for the laying and the collect- 
ing of this tax, and you declare by a previous 
section that it shall be so laid and collected 
by the 81st day of December preceding. Where 
does that bring you to? It brings you to the 
necessary result, and the only sensible con- 
struction of the law is, that this tax ceased and 
is no longer leviable or collectable after the 
Sist day of December, 1869, or you may call 
it, as the law knows no fractions of a day, the 
lirst day of the present year 1870. 

It is therefore, as my friend from California 
well says, a question of judicial construction ; 
and the point is now whether Congress shall 
assume judicial powers. Iam opposed to that. 
The legislative power is fulland ample. If 
the law be ineflicient, correct it in the usual 
way. If you desire to continue this tax for 
another year say so, vote upon it, and let the 
law continue its regular operation; but I do 
submit it is an important question. I am one 
of those who look upon our taxes already as 
onerous. | am one of those who always have 
considered that this income tax, being a direct 
tax, was laid in conflict with the provisions of 
the Federal Constitution. In that respect, to 
say the least, it was of very doubtful constitu- 
tionality. Itnever has yet to my mind received 
the sanction of a competent judicial tribunal. 
On these grounds I should be unwilling to con- 
tinue that tax, | mean as at present advised in 
the abstract; and I certainly do not think Con- 
gress can continue it under an assumption of 
the power of construing a law without any 
regard to the effect hereafter to be given it 
by that department of Government, and that 
department of Government alone, which has 
proper jurisdiction over such subjects. 

Mr. CASSERLY. The Senator from Ore- 
gon [Mr. Wit1aMs] asks what would I say 
should I know that my own salary in this body 
was subjected to the income tax while the of- 
ficersof the military Department escape under 








the decision of the Judge Advocate General. 
I was not thinking at all of my own salary or 
myself. I was thinking of the people of my 
State upon the Pacific coast, the most over- 
taxed people in the United States to-day and 
probably in the world. California is the 
seventh or eighth upon the list of tax-paying 
States. We all know what her position is in 


the political power of the Union and in the 


great influences which sway the Union and its 


Government. There, sir, she holds an humble 


place. She is very high upon your tax-gather- 


_ er’s list roll ; low enough on the roll of political 
' authority and consequence. 


After considering the point made by the 


| Senator from Oregon it does not seem to affect 


the view of this question which I should take. 
He suggests that by reason of a decision of the 
Judge Advocate General, at which he expressed 
his surprise, the officers of the Army are not to 
pay theincome tax for this year. I ask, who has 
given to the Judge Advocate General the power 


to make such a decision to bind the revenue 
'department? I presume there is a mode in 


which the officers of the Army can be made to 
pay the tax upon their salaries just as all of us 
Senators pay the same tax upon our salaries— 
at the counter of the disbursing officer. Con- 
sequently this decision, whether right or wrong, 
is not of the slightest account in this discus- 
sion. If there be a serious difference upon 
the question of law there are various officers 
of the Government duly authorized who can 
solve the difficulty. 

What I strenuously object to is that here, 
under the form of a declaratory resolution, 
there is to be a legislative act the effect of 
which is—as the law is stated by the Senator 
from Delaware, in whose construction of the 
law I have the very highest confidence—to 
continue the income tax indirectly for a year 
longer, without submitting the case on its mer- 
its to the judgment of Congress in both Houses. 


|I say nothing of the constitutionality of the 





| 


tax. It is not necessary for my argument. 
Enough that it is an odious and inquisitorial 
tax, necessarily most unfair—atax which favors 
that class in the community best able to pay 


' taxes at the expense of those who are least 


able, and worst of all, a tax on the honor and 
conscience of the country in favor of those who 
have neither honor nor conscience. 

I submit that we ought not to continue the in- 
come tax for a year longer except upon a direct 
vote on the question on its merits. The Sen- 
ator from Delaware has stated that the tax has 
expired. | am entirely of his opinion upon 
his reading of the law. No gentleman on the 
other side has read one line of a statute to 
satisfy us that it has not expired or that we 


| ought to pass this joint resolution declaring it 


still in force for the present year. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Perhaps in my desire to 
obtain a vote upon this resolution and get it 


| out of the way of the pending bill, debate on 


which is limited by general understanding to 
four o’clock to-day, | did not make my state- 
ment of the law as fully as I ought to have done. 
Now, I beg the attention of the Senator from 
California to the law. If it were true that this 
bill did extend the income tax one year, that 
would be no argument against it in my opinion, 
because I believe the income tax ought to be 
extended and will be extended; but I do not 
think that is the question here involved. The 
income tax is the only tax that is imposed on 
property in the United States of America by 
the laws of the United States. Itis atax whic 

after being fairly examined I believe will be 
assessed for many years ; no doubt reduced and 
modified from time to time, the machinery for 
the collection of the tax simplified and made 
less offensive; but the income tax I assert is 
the only tax that is now levied by the United 
States upon property as distinct from taxes 
upon consumption and taxes upon luxuries ; 


and therefore it is a tax that will be maintained. || 


In England, where the subject of taxation 
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has been reduced to a science, where the in. 
come tax has been debated over and eee 
again, it is being continued as an ordinar, 
mode of collecting revenue, and in the United 
States is the only tax by which we can mach 
the large incomes of the rich as against th, 
consumption of the poor. Therefore, Sion 
the subject comes up for discussion on og 
merits, | certainly shall be in favor of extend. 
ing the income tax; but I do not think thi. 
resolution raises the question of continuin 
the income tax. If the Senator from Cali. 
fornia wili look at the other sections of thy 
law, as he has the book before him contgiy. 
ing the codification of the internal revenye 
laws, he will find that there are three kinds of 
income tax. First, there is the general tax op 
persons, to which the section read by the Sep. 
ator from Delaware relates, section one hyp. 
dred and nineteen. That act was passed op 
the 2d of March, 1867. 

Now, I will read the first clause of that sec. 
tion, which was not read by my friend from 
Delaware, because it did not bear upon his 
argument ; but it bears upon mine: 

“That the tax on incomes herein imposed’’— 

That is, imposed by the act of March ». 
1867, shail expire at a certain time. This 
limitation in regard to the time of collecting 
the tax is confined solely to the tax on per. 
sonal incomes, as levied by section one hun. 
dred and sixteen, on page 103 of the codif.- 
cation. 

But besides this tax on personal income there 
are two other taxes in the nature of taxes op 
income, one of which is levied by section one 
hundred and twenty under the act of July 1, 
1866, which was general in its character, with- 
out limitation, in force before the passage o: 
the act read by the Senator from Delaware and 
now in force, which is a continuing act, like any 
other internal revenue act. ‘The section read 
by my friend from Delaware does not limit or 
restrain the collection of the tax imposed by 
section one hundred and twenty. Now, let us 
see. Section one hundred and twenty is, ** That 
there shall be levied and collected a tax of five 
per cent. on all dividends in scrip or money 
thereafter declared due and payable”’ by cer 
tain corporations. In other words, Congress 
has imposed a tax of five per cent. on all in- 
comes derived from corporations. There is no 
limitation upon that tax as to the time during 
which it shall endure; there is nothing to con- 
nect it with the previous tax; it was passed at 
a different date under a different law, collected 
in a different manner, and although the legal 
effect.is the same, that it is a tax upon income, 
yet itisan independent tax and is not restrained 
or limited by the operation of section one 
hundred and nineteen. 

So again in section one hundred and twenty: 
three there is still another tax, and that is the 
tax which is now in dispute, the tax on sal: 
aries. ‘This tax was imposed by the act ol 
July 13, 1866. There is no limitation as to 
the duration of this tax, and nothing to contin 
it to 1870 or 1869. It is not restrained by the 
clause already read in the act of March », 
1867, but is an independent tax, a tax on sal: 
aries. I will read it; and it is upon this tax 
that this dispute has arisen: 


** That there shall be levied, collected, and paidon 
all salaries of officers, or payments for services lv 
persons in the civil, military, naval, or other ¢m- 
ployment or service of the United States, including 
Senators and Representatives and Delegates in Von- 
gress, when exceeding the rate of $1,000 per an- 
num, a tax of fiveper cent. on the excess above 
the said $1,000; and it shall be the duty of all 
paymasters and all disbursing officers, under the 
Government of the United States, or persons in the 
employ thereof, when making any payment to avy 
officers or persons as aforesaid, whose compensation 
is determined by a fixed salary, or upon settling 
or adjusting the accounts of such officers or persons. 
toe deduct and withhold the aforesaid tax of five pe! 
cent.; and the pay-roll, receipts, or account of offi: 
cers or persons paying such tax as aforesaid shal. 
be made to exhibit the fact of such payment. 


Now, what has been the construction of it - 
Mr. Holt, who has no connection with this 
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matter, whose attention is never called to in- 
ternal revenue questions, has been asked for 
an opinion. A paper 1s informally referred by 
Paymaster General Brice to Judge Advocate 
(eneral Holt to pass upon the question whether 
‘» not this tax on salaries was restrained by 
‘ction one hundred and nineteen, which re- 
lates solely and exclusively to the tax on per- 
sonal incomes imposed by a different act ; and 


the result is that the Judge Advocate Gen- 


eral, not having all the laws before him, it not 


sect 


being his official or personal business at all to 
look in the internal revenue laws, his business 
being simply to pass upon convictions by 
courts-martial and other proceedings before 
military tribunals, has, without careful exam- 
‘nation of all these sections, said, ‘* This tax 
cannot be levied during the year 1870, because 
the collection of the tax on personal income 
imposed by a different law is not provided for 
for 1870." There is no provision of law by 
which the tax that accrues up to the last of 
December of this year can be collected in 1871. 
The Treasury Department, who had examined 
this matter before, looked over it, decided, 
and very properly, that the tax on salaries is 
4 continuing tax, not affected at all by the 
doubtful provisions of the one hundred and 
nineteenth section; and they therefore pro- 
ceeded to give directions to all disbursing 
officers to collect that tax, and it is collected, 
as well from us as other civil officers of the 
Government. But the Paymaster General, 
without consulting the Treasury officers, in- 
dorses the opinion of Judge Advocate Gen- 
eral Holt, and sends to the disbursing officers 
of the Army, scattered over the wide extent of 
this country, a circular to that effect; and 
now, under these conflicting decisions made 
by an oflicer not charged at all with any duty 
of examining these questions, military officers 
are not paying this tax, while civil officers are. 

It is to correct that inequality, that mistake 
if you please, that this joint resolution was 
introduced in the House of Representatives 
and is proposed to be passed here. I freely 
confess thatifthis were a question as to whether 
the tax on personal income could be collected 

r the current year during next year it would 
be a very different matter. There is no doubt 
about the power to collect the tax this year on 
last year’s income; there is no doubt of the 


legality of the collection of the tax for last year | 


during this year. But if the question should 
now arise whether the tax on personal incomes 
imposed by section one hundred and sixteen 
for this year could be collected next year 
under existing provisions of law I should very 
much doubt it. I should say that section one 
hundred and nineteen probably restrained and 
prevented the collection of the tax on personal 
income imposed by a different act. 

Mr. CONKLING. This covers that. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I know, and I am willing 
it should go to that extent. And why? Be- 
cause there is an ambiguity in the expression 
of the act of March 2, 1867. My impression is, 
and I think a fair, liberal reading of the law 
will show that the personal income tax for 
1870, for the whole of that year up to and 
including the end of 1870, was intended to be 
collected, and all that is necessary now to re- 
move that ambiguity would be to extend the 
provisions of the law for the collection of the 
income tax to 1871; because the legislators, 
while they seemed to contemplate the collec- 
tion of the present income tax in 1870, did not 
provide a mode of collecting it, which could 
only be enforced during the year 1870. All 
‘hat 1s necessary in order to avoid that diffi- 
Cuity 1s to provide a remedy for the collection 
of the tax on the present income accruing in 
1871, which, as a matter of course, could only 
be done by extending the time a year. 

‘OW, so far as the tax on personal income 
's concerned, the language of this resolution 
'8 Ot sO very material, because the whole sub- 
ject of the income tax will come necessarily 


before us during the present session. Whether | 


Congress will continue the income tax in the 
future; whether they will diminish it, regulate 
it, or change it, is not so material to be con- 
sidered now ; nor did the Committee on Finance 
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|| memorial 


go into the consideration of it now; but we felt | 


that this discordance between the different 
Departments of the Government should be 
reconciled, and therefore provided by this joint 
resolution that all income taxes—the tax on 
personal income, the tax on salaries, the tax 
on corporations—should be continued during 
the year 1870 ; and we provide in the last clause 
of the resolution for the machinery by which 
the tax on personal incomes may be levied. 
This is the whole of the case. 


It seems to me that this resolution ought to | 


he acted upon one way or the other promptly, 
because, as 1 am informed by officers of the 
Government, the opinion of Judge Advocate 
General Holt, and the order of General Brice, 
which I have before me, dated January 11, 
1870, have been sent to the remotest parts 
of our country, and this month, and probably 
already, the disbursing officers have failed to 
deduct the income tax upon salaries of mili- 
tary oflicers, which clearly is a continuing tax, 
and which it is undoubtedly the duty of the 
paymasters to deduct, and when they come to 





pass their accounts at the ‘lreasury Depart- || 


ment they will be held to account for the fail- 
ure to deduct this tax. Buta law officer of the 
War Department charged with military duties, 
followed afterward by the order of their chief, 
the Paymaster General, would seem to justify 
the paymasters in paying the full amount of 
the salaries without the deduction. 
avoid this trouble mainly that this resolution 
is introduced. 

Mr. WILSON. I hope this resolution will 
be allowed to go over until to-morrow, and 
that the Finance Committee will bring in a 


It is to | 


bill which shall relieve the Army officers from | 


paying thistax. Their pay at this time is very 
scanty. I hardly see how the greater portion 
of them contrive to live at all. I hope that 
the tax for this year will not be levied upon 
them. I am willing it shall come from us, 
but not from them. 

Mr. STEWART. I call for the regular order. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom || 


Nevada demands the regular order of business. 
The Virginia bill is now before the Senate, 
the pending question being upon agreeing to 
the amendment of the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I should like to be 
allowed to introduce a bill. 

Several SENATORS. 
morning business. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the Chair will continue to receive 
morning business. [‘‘ Agreed.’’] Reports of 
committees are still in order. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 414) declaring the construction 
of an act to incorporate the National Theo- 
logical Institute, approved May 10, 1866, and 
also an act to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act 
to incorporate the National Theological Insti- 
tute, and to define and extend the powers of 
the same,’’ approved March 2, 1867, reported 
it without amendment. 


Let us go on with the | 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on the | 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred the | 


| bill (S. No. 399) to authorize the paving and 


sewerage of M street, Washington, District of 
Columbia, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 480) to incorpo- 
ratethe Washington Mail Steamboat Company, 
reported it without amendment. 

Mr. POMEROY, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 369) to establish an additional land 
district in the State of Kansas, reported it with 
an amendment. 


Mr. POMEROY. 


The same committee, to |! 


| widow 
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whom was referred the memorial of the Ger- 
man Colonization Company of Colfax, Frémont 
county, Colorado Territory, desire to have the 
printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The order to print 
the memorial will be entered if no objection be 


| made. 


Mr. KELLOGG, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 297) to create a port of entry and delivery 
at Omaha, Nebraska, reported it with an amend- 
ment. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had agreed to the resolution of 
the Senate to print additional copies of the 
report of the Special Commissioner of the 
Revenue. 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed a bill (H. R. No. 782) making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Military 
Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1871; in which it requested the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PATTERSON asked, and by unani 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No. 431) to abolish the Feedmen’s 
Bureau and provide for the Bureau of Educa 
tion; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the Committee on Retrenchment, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. ROSS asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 432) 
to prohibit the sale of the public lands of the 
United States in Kansas except to actual set- 
tlers; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 433) for the relief of Mrs. Rawlins, 
of John A. Rawlins, deceased. late 
Secretary of War; which was read twice by 
its title, referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FERRY. I ask leave to introduce a 
bill without notice, and in introducing the bill 
I desire to state that it is sent to me by a former 
citizen of Connecticut, with a request that I 
introduce it and have it referred. I know 
nothing of the character of the bill, and do 
not hold myself responsible for it. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 434) resuming the 
lands granted to the States of Arkansas and 
Missouri, to aid in the building of a railroad 
from a point on the Mississippi river, opposite 
the mouth of the Ohio river, via Little Rock, 
to the Texas boundary, near Fulton in Arkan- 
sas, and regranting the same to other parties 
engaging to build the road; which was read 
twice by its title, referred tothe Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. POMEROY. lask unanimons consent 
to introduce a joint resolution without notice. 
This joint resolution, nearly in its present lan- 
guage, was introduced by mein 1868, but was 
not acted upon, and I want to present it to this 
Congress for action. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
to introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 103) 
proposing an amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States; which was read twice 
by its title. 

Mr. POMEROY. I ask that the resolution 
be read at length. It is short. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Resolved, &e.,(two thirds of both Hous: 
therein,) That the following article be 


the Legislatures of the several 
adopted by three fourths of the States 


sconcurring 
ubmitted to 
, and when 
hall become 


State 


a part of the Constitution of the United States, aad 
known as article sixteen of amendments to said 
Constitution : 

ARTICLE 16. The basis of suflras in the United 
States shall be that of citizenship; and all nativ 


or naturalized citizens shall enjoy the same rights 
and privileges of the elective franchise; but each 
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State shall determine by law the age of the citizen | 


and the tine of residence required for the exercise 
of the right of suffrage, which shall apply equally to 
all citizens; and also shall make all laws concerning 
the time, place, and manner of holding elections for 
all State and municipal officers. 


Mr. POMEROY. 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (GH. R. No. 782) making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Military Academy 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1871, was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


A message from the House of Represent- 
atives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, an 
nounced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills and joint resolutions, in which it 
requested the concurrence of the Senate : 

A bill (H. R. No. 886) for the relief of Law- 
rence L. Merry, collector of internal revenue 
for the twentieth district of New York ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 887) for the relief of Har- 
riet R. Clinton; 

A bill (H. 2. No. 888) for the relief of 
Joseph Harmon ; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 124) for the 
relief of John M. Broome and others, the 
band of twelfth Kentucky infantry; and 

\ joint resolution (H. R. No. 125) for the 
relief of James L. Ridgely, collector of inter- 
nal revenue for the second district of Mary- 
land, 

STATE OF VIRGINIA, 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill( Hf. R. No. 783) to admit the State of Vir- 
ginia to representation in the Congress of the 
United States, the pending question being on 
the amendment of Mr. Draks, to insert as an 
additional proviso the following : 


And provided further, That the State of Virginia 
is admitted to representation in Congress as one of 
the States of the Union upon the following funda- 
imental condition: that the constitution of Virginia 
-hall never be so amended or changed as to deprive 
any citizen or class of citizens of the United States 
of the right to vote who are entitled to vote by the 
constitution herein recognized, except as a punish- 
ment for such crimes as are now felonies at common 
law, whereof they shall have been duly convicted 
under laws equally applicable to all the inhabitants 
ofsaid State: Provided, That any alteration of said 


constitution prospective in its effects may be made in | 


regard to the time and place of residence of voters. 


Mr. NORTON. Mr. President, I do not 
rise for the purpose of reopening or continuing 
the discussion of this Virginia bill, although I 
must be permitted to say that in my judgment, 
after the discussion we listened to yesterday 
afternoon by the Senators from New York and 
Wisconsin and lowa and Ohio and California, 
anxious as I have been from the commence- 
ment for a vote on the bill, the Senate, or if 
not the Senate the country, has been fully com- 
pensated for the prolongation of the discussion. 
he nine days that have been spent on this 
bill, the time during which the Senate has been 
oceupied in the discussion of this question, | 
think found its full compensation in the dis- 
cussion which was had yesterday afternoon. 

But, Mr. President, I rose particularly to 
call the attention of the Senate to a statenient 
of fact that I made the other day, that there 
was sitting in the State of Georgia a military 
commission, organized by the military com- 
inander, to pass upon the question of the eligi- 
bility of members elected to the Legislature. 
he Senator from Indiana [ Mr. Morron] made 
an explanation of that matter as he understood 
the facts to be, and doubtless, of course, as he 
believed them to be, and that was that the mil- 
itary commander, having general supervision 
of the election of officers under the reconstruc- 
tion laws, instead of giving his personal atten- 
tion to this subject had detailed officers to 
inguire into and report upon certain facts. 
Such is not my understanding. 1 have here a 
statement in a paper printed in Georgia of the 
proceedings of this commission. It states that 





I move its reference to | 





| if they took the oath commit perjury. 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


it was organized under the order of the military 
commander for the purpose of investigating and 


passing upon the eligibility of members elected | 


to the senate and house of representatives; that 
there were certain specific charges made against 


nine members of the senate, which were with- | 


drawn as to one, however, and the commission 
was then passing upon the eligibility of eight 
members elected to the senate who had received 
their certificates of election from the commander 


| that certificate, and now, upon the reassembling 
of the Legislature, this commission was called 
| to pass upon their eligibility. Having certifi- 
cates of election, which entitled them to go to 


their seats and take the oath of office if the | 
| senate saw fit to allow them to do so, they were | 


| charged with ineligibility to their seats, for 
which they held the certificate of the military 
commander. 

I shall not read the specifications, but I will 
refer to one particularly. ‘The specification in 
_ regard to Senator Welborn was that ‘‘ he had 
| held the office of State librarian, and that during 

the war he had given aid and assistance to the 
| rebellion,’’ and consequently that he was inel- 
igible to his seat in the senate of the State of 
Georgia. 
paper in detail. When the question arose as 
| to whether the position of State librarian was 
an office within the meaning of the constitution 
of the State of Georgia, and Chief Justice 
Joseph Lk. Brown was interrogated as to whether 
that position was an oflice, the commission 
determined that they would decide what an 
office was within the meaning of the constitu- 
tion of the State of Georgia; and the conclu- 
sion of course necessarily follows that if in 
their judgment they should determine that the 
position of State librarian was an office within 
the meaning of the constitution of Georgia 
before the rebellion, then he was ineligible to 
the office to which he had been elected. So 
that I was correct the other day, and am now, 
in saying that there is this military commission 


| sitting there in the State of Georgia passing | 


| upon the eligibility of members elected to the 


| to certain facts so that they can inform the 
commander of the department, because the 


commander had already given these parties | 
certificates of election, and when they nowcome || 


to take the seats which those certilicates enti- 
tled them to the military commission takes 
away the jurisdiction of the house to determ- 
ine for themselves the eligibility of the appli- 
cants for seats. 


ator from Michigan [Mr. Howarp] yesterday 
| verifies the statement that | made the other 


| day and that I make now: that this military | 


commission is sitting there for the purpose of 
yassing upon the eligibility of these persons. 
It is true that in the paper which was read 
at the request of the Senator from Michigan it 
is stated that there was a conspiracy among 
| these persons by the commission of perjury 
| to defeat reconstruction, or defeat the organ- 
ization of the Legislature under the last act 
for the reconstruction of Georgia. But, sir, if 
those men committed perjury they should be 
tried for perjury; and the question of their 
eligibility to their seats could in no manner be 
affected by the fact that in taking the oath of 
oflice they have committed perjury. The Sen- 
ate could have expelled them. They could 
have been indicted for perjury. They could, 
perhaps, under your reconstruction laws have 
| been tried by military commission forthe com- 
| mission of perjury; but they are not now being 


| tried for perjury; they are being tried and are || 
to be excluded from their seats because, in | 


the judgment of this commission, they might 

So 
much for that. 

_ I made another statement in reference to the 

| notice that had been taken by the General Gov- 

| ernment of this state of affairs in Georgia. [ 


of the district and had been in the senate under | 


The proceedings are stated in this | 


Legislature of that State, not, as the Senator | 
from Indiana says, a commission inquiring as | 


The paper read at the request of the Sen- | 





January 2) 
’ 


may say that perhaps I have done the Ady; 
_ istration, the Commander-in-Chief, the Gener 

of the Army, perhaps Congress, the entire a 
ernment, injustice in saying that they to 

notice of it; for I find that there was read } 
one of the houses of the Legislature of Geo. 
gia a dispatch from the distinguished Sesate 
from Vermont [Mr. Epmunps] informing on 
that ‘‘ the members of the Legislature alone had 
power to organize, and that nothing woul; be 
recognized unless it were done honestly and 
fairly.’’ That, perhaps, is sufficient notice for 
the Government of this country to take 
a state of affairs in the State of Georgia 
haps I did the Government injustice. 
all [ desire to say. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, [ hay, 
been anxious, as the Senate knows, for man, 
days to come to a decision upon the questioy 
of the right of the State of Virginia to repre. 
sentation in Congress. I have abstained oy 
many occasions, when I have been strongly 
tempted, from replying to what I regarded as 
unsound arguments and false assumptions tha: 
have been made during this discussion. By. 
sir, I cannot sit still without reply tosome things 
which have been said. My duty to the State | 
represent, to the views I entertain, and to my. 
self requires that I should make some reply jy 
assertions and assumptions which have bee 
repeated on this floor time and again after they 
have been corrected and refuted. , 

lor some reason unknown to me occasion 
has been sought to assail my position and my 
motives, and last evening, just previous to th 
adjournment, in some remarks which occurre: 
between the Senator from Vermont [ Mr, Ep. 
MUNDS] and myself as to what had been the 
understanding in the Senate on a previou 
occasion in regard to coming toa vote, withou 
any allusion on my part to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner,] he though 
proper to indulge in this most extraordinary 
language. That I may make no mistake in the 
language I shall read it as reported by th 
official reporter : 

‘*Mr.Sumner. Mr. President, [am astonished a 
what the Senator from Illinois says. I have sat man 
years in this Chamber and I never heard any such 
assumption as he makes to-night. The two bills wer 
essentially ditferent.” * * Rie 6 T mea 
to use parliamentary language. I will not transcen 
that; but I goas farasI can to express the absurdity 
of such a pretension.’’ 

After some other conversation between th 
Senator from Vermont and myself, and with 
out any allusion whatever to the Senator from 
Massachusetts on my part, and after I had 
called the attention of the Senate to the fac 
that the bill which was pending in the Senat 
at the time the understanding was arrived a 
read in these words: ‘‘ That the State of Vir 
ginia is entitled to representation in the Con- 
gress of the United States,’’ and that the bill 
| which was brought over from the House rea‘ 
| in these words: ‘* That the said State of Vir 
| ginia is entitled to representation in the Con- 
| gress of the United States,’’ the two bills being 


—— 


Gov. 
Ok no 


of such 
in 
Chat js 








identical in terms, word for word, with the 
exception of the word “ said ;’’ and after hav- 
| ing shown that the amendment of the Senator 
| from Vermont was immediately offered to the 
House bill the moment it was taken up, tli 
Senator from Massachusetts returns again t 
the assault in this language. Referring to 
myself he says: 
|| “*Ishecandid? The two propositions were essen 
tially distinct.’’ * * * % **Sir, is thi 
; Senator candid to insist that these two bills ar 
| alike? They are as different as two bills can be. 
The two bills read word for word, exce) 
that one says ‘‘the said State of Virginia 
and the other “the State of Virginia,’ eac' 
saying in so many words that the State of Vir 
ginia is entitled to representation in the Von 
gress of the United States; and yet the Se": 





can be. He says further: 


“It never entered my head that any one coul'l be 
so preposterous as to imagine or to take it into * 
moment’s consideration that any agreement W® 
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applicable tothe House bill. The Senator from I[lli- 
is. | think, was alone in that: he had (he monopoly 
a he kept it all to himself, and now he seeks to 
npose it upon the Senate.” 
; [mputing to me a design to practice an impo- 
cition on the Senate ; and when Senator after 
Senator rose and corroborated my under- 
standing of the agreement, did the Senator 
fom Massachusetts make any correction? Not 
at all. 
Z Mr. SUMNER. Of course not. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. He said I had a monop- 
oly of it, and kept it to myself; I was alone 
‘1 the understanding. And when other Sen- 
ators stated here that they understood it as | 
did, ‘‘of course’’ he made no correction. Let 
him stand by his assertion if he prefers to 
do so. 

Mr. SUMNER. May I correct the Senator? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator may hold 
his peace until I shall have exposed his assump- 
‘ions. Sir, although last evening, when the 
Senate was in a hurry to adjourn, there was no 
time to notice such remarks, wholly uncalled 
for from the Senator, I do not propose that 
they shall go unanswered. I stated last even- 
ing what my understanding was. Others 
understood the agreement as I did; but there 
was a misunderstanding; the Senator from 
Vermont understood it differently, and the 
agreement was not enforced. But because I 
understood it differently my motives are im- 
pugned, and I am charged with an attempt to 
practice an imposition on the Senate. I shall 
take but little time to show what that under- 
standing was. 

The two bills, as 1 have already stated, the 
one that was under consideration in the Senate 
and the one that came to us from the House 
so far as they related to the recognition of 
Virginia as a State in the Union entitled to 
representation, were alike. What was the 
object of coming to this understanding that 
we should take a vote at a certain time? It 
was supposed that when that period arrived, 
the Senate would have had sufficient time to 
discuss and understand the subject. Did it 
afford us any less time to understand it because 
we took up the House bill, by the passage of 
which, if the Senate should concur with the 
House, the bill would at once become a law, 
than it would to have discussed the Senate 
bill? The bills were the same; the subject to 
be discussed was identical; and who was de- 
ceived by taking up the House bill in the place 
of the Senate bill? No one that I am aware of, 
though there were Senators who understood 
that the agreement was not to be enforced after 
the Senate thought proper to take up the 
House bill; and understanding that that was 
the view of some members of the Senate, I 
did not attempt on that occasion to force my 
particular views upon the Senate. So much 
for that. 

Now, sir, I pass from the assumption made 
by the Senator from Massachusetts on that sub- 
ject to another class of assumptions which he 
has repeated here day after day, and repeated 
after he has been corrected time and again. 
On the 13th day of January the Senator from 
Vermont, [Mr. Epmunps,] in the course of 
some remarks which he was making to the 
Senate said: 

“Twas not present in committee when this subject 
was considered, but I have been told by respectable 
gentlemen from Virginia, whose honor, I think, is 
as high as that of any member who hears me from 
what I have seen and know and have heard of them, 
that they appealed to the committee in vain to be 


heard and to show what they desired to show upon 
the subject, 

“Mr. Tourman. Appealed to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the Senate? 

= Mr. Epmunps. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THurMAN. I should like to see the man who 

would stand up and say he ever did any such thing. 

"Mr. Epwunps. Lean produce him. 
' Mr. TrumBuLi. That brings up astatement that 

am very much astonished to hear. No gentleman 
applied to the Committee on the Judiciary, so far as 
{am informed, and certainly not to me, to lay any 
facts before it. 

“Mr. Carpenter. If the Senator will allow me, 
I desireto bear the same testimony so far as I am 
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concerned. I never heard of such an offer until I 
heard of it yesterday in this debate. 

“Mr. Stewart. I never heard of it.’’ 

Atter some furtherremarks, the Senator from 
Vermont, in continuation, went on to say: 


#e 


_. A gentleman, whose name I will furnish to my 
friend from Illinois privately, and whose name I 
think he will respect when he knows who he is and 
what he is, stated to methis morning—and@it was not 
the gentleman who sat by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts and no person who has been iy this Chamber 
to my knowledge—that he and one or two others, 
representing what they considered to be the loyal 
element of Virginia, and desiring to lay before the 
committee not arguments but factstouching all these 
questions, went to the door of thecommittee-room on 
the morning of its session when it had this subject 
up and appealed to the messenger to be permitted 
to go in and be heard, and that the messenger went 
in and came out with the statement to them that they 
could not be heard. That is the evidence.”’ 

Now, Mr. President, I undertake to say tha 
no such thing ever occurred. No messenger 
came into the committee-room with any such 
statement, and it will be apparent by a refer- 
ence to a paper which was presented in the 
Senate by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Sumner,] and which I have before 
me 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator will remem- 
ber that I did furnish him the name. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘The Senator from Ver- 
mont did furnish me the name; but he did not 
authorize me to use it, and I will not use it; 
but it is a name—I think I may be permitted 
to say that by the permission of my friend from 
Vermont—which is attached to the memorial 
which has been presented here. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have no objection to 
my friend from Illinois stating the name. I 
am sure the gentleman would not object to it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. Wardwell. Hisname 
ison this paper. Now, by reading this paper 
it will be seen that the Senator from Vermont 
misunderstood Mr. Wardwell, or else Mr. 
Wardwell has made two statements. In this 
paper he says: 

‘The loyal people of Virginia have had no hear- 
ing before the Judiciary Committee of the Senate, 
or no notice or information, direct or indirect, that 
the committee intended to consider the question of 
our admission until after the same had been acted 
on and a bill reported to the Senate for the immedi- 
ate and unconditional admission of the State.” 

He saysin this paper that he had no knowl- 
edge that the Senate committee were consid- 
ering the subject until after the bill had been 
reported to the Senate, and yet he told the 
Senator from Vermont that he— 

“Went to the door of the committee-room on the 
morning of its session when it had the subject up, 
and appealed to the messenger to be permitted to go 
in, and be heard”—— 

In the memorial he says he had no knowl- 
edge that the committee were considering it 
until after it was reported to the Senate. With 
the testimony of every member of the com- 
mittee, I believe. who was present—I think the 
Senator from New York also corroborated the 
statement that he had no knowledge of any 
such application—— 

Mr. CONKLING. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. With the testimony of 
all the members of the committee who had 
knowledge of the facts, the Senator from Ver- 
mont not being present that morning, that no 
such thing occurred, with the contradiction of 
the man himself—and I may say that the mes- 
senger tells me no such man ever spoke to 
him—nobody ever came to him asking to go 
before the committee in reference to Virginia 
matters—with these positive statements from 
those who must know all about it, what does 
the Senator from Massachusetts do? On the 
day after this occurred, and after he had pre- 
sented this memorial, in which these very men 
said that they knew nothing of the committee 
considering the subject until it had been re- 
ported, he has the assurance to rise in this 
body and to say, interrupting the Senator from 
Missouri, [Mr. Scnvurz,] who was then upon 
the floor: 

“Mr. Scmner. Will my friend allow me to remind 
him that the Senate has refused to hear evidence on 
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the subject? Loyal people have come up here and 
knocked at the door of the Judiciary Committee and 
found it locked.” 

What did he mean by that? He did not 
mean that they went there when nobody was 
in the committee-room. That was not the idea 
the Senator from Massachusetts intended to 
convey to the Senate and the country; but he 
intended to convey the idea that the Judiciary 
Comittee of this body had refused to hear 
evidence, and he had the assurance to rise in 
this body and make that statement after the 
members of the Judiciary Committee had stated 
that no such thing had ever occurred. They 
who could not but know what the facts were 
are contradicted by him who could have ne 
knowledge of them except by hearsay. 

Sir, it did not stop there. This oceurred on 
the 14th of January, and what says the Sen- 
ator on the 19th of January, following this up 
On the 19th of January the Senator from Mas 


| sachusetts again, with all these facts before him 


has the assurance to rise in this body and say 


“Did I not hear—perhaps from the Senator from 
Illinois, certainly from some member of the Judi 
ciary Committee—that Unionists, loyal people from 
Virginia, knocked at the door of the Judiciary Com 
mittee in order to entreat a hearing on this question 
to set forth the actual condition of things in Virginia 
and they found it was locked; and not only that, bu 
the bill already reported ? 

**Mr. Trumpu.tt. For myself I stated distinctly 
that nosuch application had been made to my know! 
edge, and I understood that ail the other member 
of the committee corroborated my statement.” 


Does he take it back then? No, sir. 

‘*Mr. Sumner. Stillithas been stated on this fioo 
that loyalists went to the door of the Judiciary Com 
mittee and asked a hearing; they knocked and founc 
it closed, and the bill was afterward reported. Ther 
is a fact. , L 

*Mr. CARPENTER. What is the fact? 

“Mr. Sumner. What Senators have stated on th 
floor, that the door of the Judiciary Committee was 
locked when loyalists applied for a hearing. If it 
was not so, let the Senator correct me. 

“Mr. CARPENTER. The whole Judiciary Commit 
tee has corrected the Senator several times.’’ 

He had been corrected four days before by 
five members of the Judiciary Committe: 
had been corrected by myself within two min 
utes. 

Did the Senator [Mr. Sumyer] correct his 
statement? Not at all; but leaves it to stan 
after this, and to this day has not corrected i! 
Mr. President, could impudence go furthe: 
This is the kind of argument with which \ 
are met ona great public measure for th 
recognition of a State as entitled to represent 
ation in the Federal Union. 

Sir, I am not done with the Senator fre 
Massachusetts. I shall refute his imputation 
and strip from him the infallibility and supe 
riority which he assumes in this body. Wha 
else do we find in regard to these assumption 
on the part of the Senator from Massachusett 
On the 17th of January—and the Senate wi! 
excuse me for referring to dates and bringin 
papers here, because I wish to be accurate in 
quoting the language that there may be nm 
misunderstandings—a charge was made against 
Governor Walker, and this was the accusation, 
read from what purported to be a speech of 
his: 

“Then my conviction is that the balance of the 
constitution, bad as it is, ought to be adopted.” 

This was read by the Senator from Vermont 

*** This for several reasons. It is more impestant 
than ever under the circumstances upon us that you 
should control the State government. If the con 
stitution expurgated shall be adopted, and you hav« 
elected your State ticket and your Legislature, yuu 
may proceed at once to propose such amendments t 
the constitution as will clear it of all its dangerou 
characteristics. ‘T he county organization never nee! 
be enforced. If I am elected with a Legislature 1 
Radical it never will be put in operation.’ 

“Mr. Scmyer. Who says that? , 

“*Mr. Epmunps. The Governor of Virginia, Mr. 
Walker, says that. . 

“Mr. Sumner. Traitor! 

aa ; ; = 

This occurred, Mr. President, on the 17th 
day of January, and it is reported in the Glob 
of the 18th ; and the next day the Senator from 
Nevada {Mr. Srewarr] corrected this state- 
ment. 
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Mr. President, 1 am not the apologist of 
Governor Walker, because my acquaintance 
with him is not sufficient to know in regard 
to his previous course; but the Senator from 
Nevada, who had taken some pains to inform 
himself in regard to the previous political his- 
tory of Governor Walker, came into the Senate 
the day after this oceurred and corrected this 
report, and I hold here the correction. It will 
also be found in an official document laid upon 
our tables, House Miscellaneous Document 
No. 8, where Governor Walker appears to have 
been examined before a committee of the House 
of Representatives, and where this report of 
his speech was brought to his attention. The 


Se ‘ Nevada brings this evidence | 9; 7 y 
enator from Nevada bring |, Hon. Wittiam M. Stewart, United States Senate. 


before the Senate and shows that Governor 
Walker never made such a speech. He repu- 
diates it. What does he say? He states: 


‘Tt is true that the reported speech was precisely 
as the geatleman states it. It is also true that those 
reports were taken down briefly, never revised by 
me, and I never saw them until I saw them in the 
newspapers. {was in another part of the Statewhen 
this speech was published and sent to me from Rich- 
mond. IT said to the people what I have said here, 
that | did not approve of this county organization 
clause. Jt was expected that this clause would be 
submitted by the President, together with the test- 
oath and distranchising clauses, to a separate vote, 


and the people were greatly disappointed that it was | 


not, In discussing the subject at first but little was 
ment or anything of the kind; but subsequently that 
clause was discussed, What I said was this.’ 

Now I read what he did say: 


‘That it did not matter so much about the organ- 
ization as it did the manner in which it was admin- 


| 


| the Government to a hearty support of it. 
| the party to which Governor Walker belonged ; and 


a Union man whom he had known he comes 
forward with this letter: 
WiILvarp’s Hore, 


WasurncrTon, D. C., January 18, 1870. 


Sir: I have known Governor G. C. Walker for 
many years; and while there is no doubt he was a 
strong friend of Mr. Douglas, and what was called 
in Illinois a Douglas Democrat, yet to my certain 
knowledge he was a truly loyal man, following im- 
plicitly the teachings of his great leader, who, in my 

udgment, changed the entire course of the Douglas 

Jemocratic party of our State from opposition to 
is is 


while I know nothing in regard to affairs in Vir- 
ginia, nor dol pretend to express an opinion, Ihave 
no hesitation in saying that Governor Walkeris and 
always has been a loyal man. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant 
J. W. SHAFFER. 


The Governor of one of your Territories 


| speaks of his ‘‘ certain knowledge’ that Gov- 


ernor Walker is and always has been a loyal 
man. I remember the time, it is within my 
recollection, when what were known as the 


'| domineering slave party in this Senate hurled 


istered, and that if I were elected, and a Legislature | 


in accord with me, it never would be executed in a 
manner detrimental to the people.” 


Well, sir, | hope it never will be executed 
in # manner detrimental to the people, and I 
trust the Senator from Massachusetts even does 
not want it executed in a manner detrimental 
‘o the people, but in a way that shall be ben- 
cficial to the people over whom it is to operate. 
hat correction was made, asI say, on the 18th 
of January. The Senator from aide went 
on further and proceeded to show what had 
been the political course of Governor Walker. 
shall not read his speech, but it is very full. 
will refer, however, to one or two statements 
appearing in that speech which are to me very 


| 
I 


conclusive evidence of the loyalty and unionisin | 


of Governor Walker. Among others is a ref: 
erence to the remarks of my colleague in the 


House of Representatives, [Mr. Fannsworru, } | 


than whom there is no more truthful man, who 


performed service for hiscountry in the war, | 


and as truea loyalist and Union man as lives. 
What does he say? 
Mr. FaRNsworrn, 
edgo”’— 
This now is his own knowledge— 


Why, sir, to my own knowl- 


Why, sir,temy own knowledge Governor Walker | 
was a strong Douglas man, and sympathized with | 
that great man in his political principles up to the | 


day of his death, He was with Douglas when he 
inade his great speech in Springfield, in which he 
sounded the key-note to the war Democrats of the 
country in favor of the Union and of the war for its 
maintenance, Governor Walker himself_ made 
speeches in favor of the war. He went to Spring- 
field and aided in raising troops for the successful 
prosecution of the war.”’ 

That is the Governor Walker who is 
nounced **a traitor’’ on this floor. 
libel,”’ says Mr. Farnsworta— 


“It isa libel, a gross, black, damnable libel, to 


pro- 


Tt isa | 


| like epithets at the Senator from Massachu- 


setts, imputed to him perjury. I hope he has 
not borrowed from those domineering slave- 


| masters who were then here the language he 


applies now to others. But there was this 


| difference, Mr. President, between the accu- 


said upon this question, not with a view to coneeal- || sations which the lordly Mason and the dom- 


ineering Butler hurled at the Senator from 
Massachusetts and those he hurls at Governor 
Walker: the Senator from Massachusetts was 
the peer of the haughty Mason and the proud 
Butler and could answer them back, but the 
brave Senator from Massachusetts assails a 
loyal Governor who has no opportunity to 


| reply! 


Now, sir, what do we find after this perfect 


refutation, fullandcomplete? Does it change 
the Senator from Massachusetts? 


Not at all. 
Did anybody ever know him to step down from 
the lofty position of effrontery that he had 
assumed? Never. He had said that Walker 
was a traitor, and what mattered it to him what 
the facts were? The next day after this refu- 


'tation and vindication by the Senator from 
| Nevada, so full and complete, or I believe it 


was the very same day—I am not sure whether 
he waited or not—the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts comes into the Senate and renews the 
attack. And I will read from the Globe what 
the Senator from Massachusetts says after this 
complete refutation of what had been said by 
him previously. Why, sir, he has the assur- 
ance to get up in this Chamber and read over 
again the very incorrect report which the Sen- 
ator from Vermont had read, which Governor 


‘| Walker before a committee of the other House, 
as reported in an official document upon your 


is, is not too old to learn prudence. 


'| table, had stated to be incorrect. 


He gets up 
here and reads it over again, and then goes on 
to comment upon it: 

“ Thus, sir, does he hand over this promised sys- 
tem of public schools to destruction; he dooms it 
in advance. Ay, sir; knowledge is dangerous to 
tyranny,” &e. 

And then he goes on again to make accusa- 
tions against Governor Walker, and he reads 
letters, but he does not give the names of the 
writers of those letters; for even the Senator 
from Massachusetts, old and venerable as he 
Itisa 


|| consolation to some of us as we are growing 


charge him with what has been charged in the lying | 


document to which I have referred.”’ 

Here, sir, is the testimony, first of the 
speaker himself and then of General Farys- 
wortu, who has known him for years and 
speaks of bis personal knowledge. It does 
not stop there. A few days ago the Senate 


|| ator from 


contirmed to the high and responsible office | 


of Governor of one of your Territories another 
gentleman from my State, whose character I 
take oceasion to indorse here and everywhere 
us a trathful and loyal man and a Union sol- 
dier during the war. 
ter on his part. 


This is a voluntary let- | 
When he saw what General || 


older that we may yet learn something. The 


Senator from Massachusetts had ventured to 
_ disclose a name a few days before when this 
subject was under consideration, and I had 


j 
i 


| inquired who it was that sat by his side urging 


erson unknown to me. The Sen- 
assachusetts replied it was Mr. Por- 
ter, a member of the other House, and he in- 
dorsed him as a loyal man. He indorsed Mr. 
Potter asa loyal man! Well, we got at one 
name; but when we found out who was this 
loyal man indorsed as such by the Senator 
from Massachusetts, when we inquired a little 
about him, whom did we find him to be? I 


him on—a 


|’sRNswortH terms these damnable libels upon '' called attention the other day to these inform- 
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| ie 
ants of the Senator from Massachusetts b 
I did not read at length what sort of a lo I 
| man Mr. Porter was. Now I want the countr = 
know and this Senate to know who “ the ~ | 
/men”’ are that the Senator from Massachs. 
| setts assumes to represent when he denounces 

loyal men as traitors. I hold in my hand th. 
trial of this man Porter by a military com- 
| mission convened at ‘‘ the headquarters of the 
department of Virginia and North Caroling 
in the field’’ on the 24th ofJune, 1864. Among 
the charges, and I will read but one of the 
specifications of one of the charges, because 
I do not wish to take up any more time thay 
is necessary to refute these baseless assump- 
tions. Specification second of the first charge 
is one which I send to the desk and ask to 
have read. 


The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


‘That thesaid Charles H. Porter,being a counselor. 
at-law and pretending to hold the office of Common. 
wealth’s attorney for the State of Virginia, in tho 
city of Norfolk, having heretofore been an enlisted 
man in the service of the United States, and having 
been discharged from that service for the purpose o; 
taking said office of Commonwealth’s attorney, and 
being bound as well by his duty as a loyal citizen of 
the United States as in gratitude to the Government 
of the United States for discharging him from its ser- 
vice for the purpose of taking said office and receiy- 
ing its emoluments, did give aid and comfort to the 
enemies of the United States by uttering in a loud 
voice in the hearing of divers good citizens and some 
rebel sympathizers in the city of Norfolk, seditious 
treasonable, and scandalous words, as follows: ‘This 
Government is all a God damned humbug from be- 
ginning to end; and if you could have seen what | 
did in Washington you would say so. I mean what 
Isay. I have been there and seen itall. Abraham 
Lincoln is doing anything he can for his eleetion, [; 
Abraham Lincoln allows the military authority to go 
on as itis here I would rather live under Jeff. Davis's 
government than this.’ And upon beingreprimanded 
and cautioned by some one person, and upon being 
asked if he really meant what he said, he replied: ‘| 
do mean what I say, by God.’ And upon being asked 
then by one of aed ge! present, ‘Do you mvan to 
say that you would rather live under Jeff. Davis's 
government than under the one you are now living 
under ?’ answered, * Yes, by God, I stand here now 
in the city of Norfolk and proclaim it boldly and 
above board that the United States Government is » 
bogus, rotten, and corrupt Government from begin- 
ning toend.’ This on or about the 26th day of July, 
1864, at the saloon of one Johnson in Main street 
Norfolk, Virginia, said saloon being known andstyled 


‘The Office.’ ’ 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Now, Mr. President, 
this is the gentleman indorsed by the Senator 
from Massachusetts as a loyal man. He was 
convicted of these charges, and I have here the 
findjng. The court find him guilty ‘of the 
second specification of the first charge,’’ and 
that is what was read; guilty of treasonable 
language against the Government, guilty of 
declaring that he would rather live under the 
government of Jeff. Davis than that of the 
United States ; and the finding being approved 
by the commanding officer, he was sentenced 
‘*to be confined for the term of six months at 

such military post as the commanding general 
may direct.”’ 
It was prudent on the part of the Senator 
from Massachusetts to withhold the names of 
the writers of the letters he read. When my 
| 
| 


January 21, 








friend from Nevada wanted to know who 
wrote the letters to him the Senator from 
Massachusetts did not 
more names. I commen 
respect. ‘ 

his, sir, is the kind of opposition which 
is made to the admission of the government 
of Virginia ; and I do not stop with this. Let 
us look a little further at the election which 
was heldin Virginia. The candidates for Gov- 
ernor of the respective parties were Governor 
Walker, who was elected, and Mr. Wells was 
the opposing candidate. Gilbert C. Walkerana 
H. i. Wells received almost the entire vote o! 
_ the people of Virginia, more than two hundred 
thousand votes; and Mr. Wells, the opposing 
candidate to Governor Walker, has written 
letter since, and I think this evidence should 
| be worth something to the Senate. I ask the 
| Secretary to read the letter of Mr. Weils, the 
| opposing candidate to Governor Walker at 
‘the election which took place when the con 


picpose to give any 
his prudence in that 


. 
| 
| 
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stitution was ratified in the State of Vir- 


ginia. . 
. The Chief Clerk read the following letter : 


RIcHMOND, VIRGINIA, 
December 10, 1869. 
My Duar Sir: [ had hoped there would be at the 
pening of Congress no division of sentiment in 
‘rashington onthe subject of theimmediate restora- 


tion of 


Virginia, and am surprised at what occurred 
before the Reconstruction Committee on yesterday. 
We have arrived, it seems to me, at a stage in the | 
vork of reconstruction when it is utterly idle to 
sttempt the correction of any evil which may exist 
here hy a longer denial of Federal representation to | 
the State. No Conservative or Democrat will be 
made a Republican: no bitterness will be assuaged, 
no ostracism be abated, nor anyspirit of amnesty be 
epeouraged, or oblivion for the past be secured by 
either an exclusion of the State or individuals from 
wny of the rights which belong to the most favored | 
of States or citizens, Whethersuch desirable results | 
were ever likely to be secured_by test-oaths and dis 
franchisements or not, it is certain they can have no 
euch operation from this time forward. 

“Tf we are ever to secure prosperity in our material 

nterests, harmony in our social relations, or justice 
and equality in political rights and privileges, it must 
be done by such a universal act of notable amnesty 
as deprives every man of the last vestige of excuse 
for inflicting injustice upon others in retaliation for 
wrongs or political disabilities suffered by himself. 
One may doubt the issue, or even believe that such a 
measure of liberality will fail of any happy results; 
still it is the only refuge now left, and wise men ought 
not to hesitate about making thetrial. Itshouldbe | 
done, too, in no ungracious spirit, but fully, freely, 
nd with the broadest generosity. It is idle to find 
fault with or eavil at the means or way by which we 
have been brought to this condition. It is entirely 
immaterial how the Republican party was defeated, 
nor shall we be likely to contemplate its overthrow 
more graciously by longer indulging in animosity, 
itterness, orrecrimination. 

I sincerely hope that Virginia may be restored 
before the week ends without a single dissenting 
vote; that before the Christmas holidays, by one 

ingle act of amnesty, the disabilities of every citizen | 
of this Commonwealth may be removed. ‘The policy 
of selecting here and there individuals for relief 
not because of their superior claims, but rather on 
vecount of the friends they have “at court’”’ or the 
diligence with which they move their suit is plainly | 
unwise and manifestly unjust; it tends largely to | 
aggravate the irritation already existing. The two | 
hundred men whose disabilities are in this way re- | 
moved are not thereby rendered any more the friends 
of the Government than they were before, while all 
the other unrelieved find in this last act of unjust | 
mngressional discrimination a new cause of more || 

ibstantial complaint, dislike, and bitterness. 1 

It is useless longer to Tey Shon half measures. || 
Sever the knot by_ one blow, ntie all hands by one |} 
word. IPfthis policy does not succeed, then no other || 
ean afford any reasonable hope ofa better result. 
hope that you will do all in your power to secure the 
success and early adoption of this policy. 1] 

I remain, my dear sir, yours, truly, ¥ 

H.H.WELLS. ; 
Colonel R. W. Huaues. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, such tes- 
timony as this ought to go for something in 
this body and before the country. When the 
randidate of the defeated party comes forward 
with such a letter and implores Congress, as 
the best thing to be done, to admit Virginia at 
once to representation, I think that should 
have some weight here. The name of H. H. 
Wells is known to everybody. 

But, sir, what is in this constitution of Vir- 
binia? I desire to call the attention of the 
Senate for a moment to the constitution itself. 
lhe Senator from Massachusetts took a great 
deal of pains to show that the provision of the 
constitution of which Governor Walker was 
speaking was the one in relation to schools, 
and if that was struck out the school system 
of Virginia was to be stricken down. Now, 
sir, this is a misunderstanding of the constitu- 
tion. The language which the Senatoa from 
Vermont read, and which the Senator from 
Massachusetts has read twice since, after it has | 
been repudiated by the man said to have uttered 
it, speaks of the county organizations of Vir- 
ginia. It was that organization which was 
obnoxious to the people of Virginia, not par- 
ticularly the school system. The county organ- 
ization has some provisions in it with regard 
to schools, but not the main provisions of the 
constitution on that subject. The objection- 
a sal. . = . . . . 
able clauses in the county organization articles 
were these ; 








“Each county of the State shall be divided into so | 
many compactly located townships as may be deemed || 
necessary, not less thanthree: Provided, Phat after 1] 
three have been formed no additional township shall || 


| a subsequent article, article eight. 
I || one or two sections from that article. 


| be made containing less than thirty square miles. 


Each township shall be known as the township of 
, in the county of , and may sue and be 
sued by such title. In each township there shall be 
elected annually one supervisor, one township clerk, 
one assessor, one collector, one commissioner of 








| roads, one overseer of the poor, one justice of the 
peace, who shall hold his office three years; one con- 


stable, who shall hold his oflice three years: Provided, 


| That at the first election under this provision there 


shall be three justices of the peace and three con- 
stables elected whose terms shall be one, two, and 
three years respectively.’’ 

It was that system with its host of officers 
which was obnoxious to the people of Virginia. 
It is a fact, known I presume to every Senator, 
that inthe southern States the township organ- 
ization has not obtained. Those States are 
organized county-wise. Such was the case 
in my own State until within afew years, when 
it was left to the counties themselves to decide 
whether they would have township organiza- 
tion or not, and many counties of the State of 


Illinois have no township organization at this | 


time. They have done all the business per- 


|| taining to township affairs inthe New England 


States and in many of the northern States 
through a county organization; and the busi- 
ness of roads and taking care of the poor is 
all attended to by county officers in numerous 
eounties in the State of Illinois at this time. 
Now, the people of Virginia objected to this 
system, and Governor Walker was speaking of 


| the county organization and not a word about 


the schools in the remarks which have been 
referred to. 
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ion for education made by the constitution of 
Virginia is in a separate article; and yet the 
modest Senator from Massachusetts insisted 
here that Governor Walker, in expressing dis- 
approbation of the article on county organize 
tion, desired to break down the system of free 
schools which is provided for in another article 
of the constitution. 

Nor, Mr. President, is this all that we find 
in this constitution. We find in this liberal 
constitution a provision that— 

‘*Alicitizens ofthe State are hereby declared to pos- 
sess equal civil and political rights and privileges.” 

We find other provisions declaring the equal 
rights of all men, and ‘‘that they cannot be 
deprived of the enjoyment of life and liberty, 
of the means of acquiring and possessing prop 
erty and pursuing pig ah rp safety, by any 
compact whatever.”’ We find aclause that this 
State of Virginia *‘ shall ever remain a mem- 
ber of the United States of America, and that 
the people thereof are part of the American 
nation, and that all attempts, from whatever 


| source or upon whatever pretext, to dissolve 


said Union or to sever said nation are un- 
authorized and ought to be resisted with the 
whole power of the State.’’ This is the con 

stitution ; and with all this evidence before the 
Senator from Massachusetts he not only did 
what I have stated, but on the 20th of Jannary 
he returns again to theassault. After the Sen- 
ator from Nevada had corrected him, after the 


| testimony of General Farnsworrn,after the tes- 


There is, however, a provision in this county | 


organization for school districts, and if the 


into school districts. That is all there is 
in that. The provision for schools in the 
State of Virginia is in article eight, on the 
subject of education. There is an article upon 
that subject, and that article goes on to pro- 
vide for the establishment of free schools 
throughout the State of Virginia for the edu- 
‘ation of everybody. ‘That is not in the arti- 


| cle on county organization at all, but it isin 
I will read | 


‘**Sec. 3. The General Assembly shall provide by 
law, at its first session under this constitution a 
uniform system of public free schools, and for its 
gradual, equal, and full introduction into all the 
counties of the State by the year 1876, or as much 
earlier as practicable.’’ 


Section seven provides that— 


| whole article were struck out that would be 
| stricken out too; but that is a short section | 
| declaring that each township shall be divided 


timony of Governor Shaffer, after the denial of 
Governor Walker, he comes in again, and what 
does he say then? 


But the question is of fact. Iam asked for a fact. 


Now I give one fact.”’ 

See what it is! 

“The election in Virginia was one huge, colossal 
fraud.” 

That is a fact! Well, what does General 
Canby say? I have General Canby’s report 
before me, which states—I could send it to the 
Clerk’s desk and have it read—that this elec- 
tion was a reasonably fair election, as much so 
as could be expected. He approved the elec- 
tion. He states more strongly than I do that 
the election was reasonably fair, because he 


| goes somewhat into detail to show the number 


‘*TheGencral Assembly shall set apart as a perma- 


nent and perpetual ‘literary fund’ the present lite- 
rary fundsof the State,the proceeds of all public lands 
donated by Congress for public-school purposes, of all 
escheated property, of all waste and unappropriated 
lands, of all property accruing to the State by forfeit- 
ure, and all fines collected for offences committed 
against the State, and such other sums as the General 
Assembly may appropriate.” 


Then there is a provision in section eight for 
taxation for the equal benefit of the people of 
the State: 


“The number of children between the ages of five 
and twenty-one years in each public free school dis- 
trict being the basis of such division,’’ and “provision 


shall be made to supply children attending the pub- | 


lic free schools with necessary text books in cases, 
where the parent or guardian is unable by reason of 
poverty to furnish them.” 

Now, Mr. President, I ask in all candor what 
do Senators think of the charge which was made 
here that Governor Walker, in opposing the 
article on county organization, desired to strike 


down the free-school system, when the free- | 
|| school system is provided for in a separate | 


article under the title of education ? 
fair? Was that candid ? 


Was that 
Was that no attempt 


| to impose upon the country and the Senate ? 


Here is ample provision made for the education 
of every child in the State under article eight, 


| providing for education and for a system of 


free schools that shall reach every child ; and 


|| the only allusion in the article on county organ- 


ization to schools is in section three, which 
relates simply to the dividing up of townships 


into school districts, whereas the great provis- | five counties ; 


'| of this thing. 


| deny the fact. 


| of registered voters and the number who voted. 


‘*'The election in Virginia was one huge, 
colossal fraud,’ says the Senator! 

“That isthe fact. The evidence the Senate already 
has before it.’’ 

Now, what is ‘‘the evidence ?’’ 


“The people were appealed to by the candidate 
for Governor to choose him, that through him they 
might nullify the proposed constitution and trample 
out the system of free schools in Virginia. That is 
the fraud. Theelection was carried on that appeal. 
I challenge any Senator who hears me to deny it.”’ 

Was not that modest, after the Senator from 
Nevada the day before had read here the denial 
of it from Governor Walker himself? After 
that denial was laid on the Senator’s table he 
challenged anybody to deny his assertion, and 
asserted it just as if it never had been denied 
and disproved. 

Now, see the assumption; see the effrontery 
‘The Senator says: 

**Let any Senator rise in his 


seat and deny the 
fact. 


Let any member of the Judiciary Committee 
Let the Senator from Nevada who 
has pushed this bill to a consummation, as I have 


| seen pro-slavery measures pushed in other days, 


deny the fact.” 


Why, the Senator from Nevada had denied 
it, and he wanted him to get up and deny it 
again. Does the Senator from Massachusett 
suppose that he can impose on the intelligence 
of this Senate, on the intelligence of this nation 
by any such assumption as this? 

A general declaration that the election was 


|a ‘‘ gigantic fraud’’ may be made by anybody 


Does it prove anything? The report of Gen 
eral Canby does not sustain it. There were in 
some counties in Virginia irregularities ; I think 
it is stated that there were charges of fraud in 
and though the result in those 
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counties would not affect the general result one 
way or the other, yet General Canby took steps 
\o investigate in regard to them ; and after all 
the investigation that pure and upright officer, 
that loyal citizen as well as loyal officer, re- 
ported the result of the election and who were 
elected to the various offices, being satisfied 
that the election was fair. Do you not see, Mr. 
President, that there is nothing in this but 
unwarrantable assumption when the Senator 
asks for a fact to be denied that had been de- 
nied over and over again, when he charges 
treason upon a man for uttering sentiments 
which he disavowed, and who by the testi- 
mony of men who have known him for years is 
just as loyal and as true as the Senator from 
Massachusetts himself? 

But, sir, I will not take up any more time in 
exposing these particular assumptions. I de- 


sire to call attention to some other assumptions | 


made by the Senator from Massachusetts, and 
among them are assumptions of his that he 


represents the loyal men of Virginia; and he | 


charges that the Legislature is disloyal, and 


that we represent disloyalty in urging the ad- | 


mission of Virginia to her position in the Union. 
And, sir, he went further than that, and insin- 


uated that I had not been.true on these subjects | 


of reconstruction, claiming for himself superi- 
ority. Mr. President, the first great act on the 
subject of reconstruction in the shape of a law 
was ‘‘an act to provide for the more efficient 
government of the rebel States.’’ I will read 
the fifth section of that act: 


“Sno. 5. And be it further enacted. That when the 
people of any one of said rebel States shall have 


tormed a constitution of government in conformity | 


with the Constitution of the United States in all 
respects, framed by a convention of delegates elected 
by the male citizens of said State, twenty-one years 
old and upward, of whatever race, color, or previous 


condition, who have been resident in said State for | 


one year previous to the day of such election, except 
uch as may be disfranchised for participation in the 
rebellion or for felony at common law; and when 
uch constitution shall provide that the elective fran - 


chise shall be enjoyed by all such persons as have the | 
qualifications herein stated for electors of delegates; | 


and when such constitution shall be ratified by a 
majority of the persons voting on the question of 
ratification who are qualified as electors for delegates ; 


awnd when such constitution shall have been submit- || 


ted to Congress for examination and approval and 


Congress shall have approved the same, and when | 


aid State, by a vote of its Legislature, elected under 
said constitution, shall have adopted the amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States proposed 
hy the Thirty-Ninth Congress and known as article 
fourteen; and when said article shall have become a 
part of the Constitution of the United States, said 
State shall be declared entitled to representation in 
Congress, and Senators and Representatives shall be 
admitted therefrom on their taking the oath pre- 
ecribed by law, and then and thereafter the preced- 
ing sections of this act shall be inoperative in said 
State: Provided, That no person excluded from the 
privilege of holding office by said proposed amend- 
iment tothe Constitution of the United States shall be 


eligible to election as a member of the convention to || 


frame a constitution for any of said rebel States, nor | 


shall any sach person vote for members of such con- || 


vention.”’ 

I have read that for the purpose of showing 
that this was the great act which conferred the 
right of suffrage upon the colored people of the 
South ; this was the first great measure of Con- 
yress securing suffrage to the colored people in 


the late rebel States. [recollect the enthusiasm | 


with which the Senator's colleague [Mr. W1L- 
s0N | spoke of this act at the time of its passage. 
That bill was reported by a committee of which 
the honorable Senator from Ohio fe Suer- 
AN |] was chairman, and contained the fifth sec- 
tion, which I have read, conferring, as you may 
see by a reference to it, the right of suffrage 
upon ‘‘all male citizens of said State twenty- 
one years old and upward, of whatever race, 
color, or previous condition.’’ That was re- 
ported as an amendment toa pending bill from 
the House on the 16th of Ruersars, 1867. I 
have that report before me; and on the same 
day a vote was taken upon adopting it as a sub- 
stitute for the House bill then under considera- 
tion, and this fifth section of the substitute 
conferred the right of suffrage on the colored 


citizens. The question was taken upon adopt- || Why did not that Senator, who is a. 
| ent, vote for that? He would not vote fo 


ing this amendment to the pending bill, and I 
vi!l read the names of those who voted for the 


amendment conferring suffrage upon all male 
citizens without regard to race or color. The 
yeas were— 

** Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Cattell, Chandler, Con- 
ness,Cragin, Cresswell, Fogg,Frelinghuysen, Grimes, 
Henderson, Hendricks, Howard, Howe, Kirkwood, 
Lane, Morgan, Morrill, Patterson, Poland, Pomeroy, 
Ramsey, Koss, Sherman, Stewart, Trumbull, Van 
Winkle, Wade, Willey, Williams, Wilson, and Yates. 

Mr. President, do you miss the name of any 
Senator from that list of yeas? Would you 
believe it possible that without the assistance of 
the Senator from Massachusetts we conferred 
the right of suffrage on the negroes of the 
South? That was the vote by which that amend- 
_ ment was adopted. 

Mr. SUMNER. Read the nays. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Thenays were as follows: 


** Messrs. Buckalew, Davis, and Saulsbury.’’ 


And the ‘‘ absent’’ were, among others, ‘‘ Mr. 
Sumyer ;’’ and I have apaper here which says 
that Mr. Sumner is never absent. The other 
day when a controversy arose in this Chamber 
and the question was asked by the Senator 
from Nevada, ‘‘ Was theSenator present when 
it passed,’’ the answer was: ‘‘Certainly; I am 
always present.”’ 


Unfortunately the colored citizens of the | 
'| South have nothing tothank the Senator from 


Massachusetts for in having the right of suf- 
frage conferred upon them. It is unpleasant 
to expose the presumption and assumption 


displayed in thisSenate. But I knowno other 
way to destroy their effect. Mr. President, 
this was not the only vote. A vote was taken 
after this amendment was adopted upon the 


| passage of the bill thus amended, and the vote | 
| on the passage of the bill was—yeas 29, nays | 
10, and among those yeas is not found the | 


name of the Senator from Massachusetts. 


and hatred will produce results which reason 


we passed this bill giving the right of suffrage 
to the colored men in the South without the 


| aid of the Senator from Massachusetts and | 


sent it to the President he vetoed it, and on 


Senator from 


thing. 
last, but we had two thirds without him. 
Thisisthe record, Mr. President. Well, sir, 
_is the Senator’s record any better on the fif- 
'teenthamendment? Howstands the record in 


_regard to that; that great amendment which | 


'is to secure the right of suffrage to all male 
citizens of the United States without distine- 
| tion throughout the whole country? Did we 
have the Senator’ssupportthen? Let us look 
at the record. 

The fifteenth amendment came into this body 
from a committee of conference. The ques- 
| tion was this : 


“The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the commitee of conference on the dis- 


resolution No. 8, proposing an amendment to the 


'| Constitution of the United States.” 


| 
| 
Srewart, that the Senate agree to the report, it was 
{ 
j 
} 
| 


The fifteenth amendment: 
“And the question being on the motion of Mr. 


determined in the aflirmative—yeas 39, nays 13.”’ 


Among the yeas you will look in vain for the 
name of the Senator from Massachusetts. He 
| did not vote for it. Now, sir, why did he not 
| vote for this great measure? Oh, he wanted 
/ to accomplish the object in some other way ; 
_he wanted to confer suffrage throughout the 


| United States upon everybody by an act of 
Congress which Congress had no authority to | 


| pass? Why did he not vote for the act to pro- 


| vide for the more efficient government of the 


| rebel States, which conferred the right of suf- 
| 


| 


frage upon colored men throughout the South ? 


r it 
because it did not go as far as he wanted it 


and effrontery that from day to day have been |; 


But, sir, it sometimes happens that malice | 


and good will can never accomplish, and when | 


the question of passing it over his veto the | 
Massachusetts voted with us. || 
|| His affection for the President was not such | 
| as to allow him to coincide with him in any- | 
[Laughter.] So we got his vote at | 


agreeing votes of the two Houses on the Senate joint , 


| 
| 


— SSS SSS 
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| things. 


‘this great act for 
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to go in disfranchising rebels. That Was the 


reason. 
Sir, it is no pleasure to me to ex 

I would not have done it Seb fea 
assaults made upon me and upon my course. 
but the Senator must take the consequence, 
of his action here; and if his assurance ona 
effrontery are such as to induce him to aggaj) 
others he must look to his own armor, lest 
be pierced by truth and he be exposed to tho 
American people as an impracticable and gp 
obstacle in the way of legislation. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair wij 
suggest to the Senator from Illinois that in his 
opinion the word ‘‘effrontery’’ is not parlia. 
mentary to be applied to a member of tho 
Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I certainly do not mea, 
to transgress any rule of order; but I must beg 
to differ with the Chair, that the word “ effront. 
ery’’ is used in parliamentary debate, and | 
think I can show it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has 
stated his opinion to the Senator from Illinois. 
The reasons for it can be found in the Manual. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I donot mean to trans. 
gress any rule of order ; but the Chair will bea, 
witness that a remark of mine was denounced 


‘in this Senate, without any call to order, as 


‘* preposterous and absurd,’’ and I was charged 


| with an attempt to ‘*impose’’ upon the Senate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair yi! 
state to the Senator from Illinois that in his 
opinion the words ‘‘ preposterous and absurd” 
differ from the word ‘ effrontery.’’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is a charge of an at. 
tempt to ‘‘impose’’ uponthe Senate. I shal! 
not appeal from the decision of the Chair, but 
I beg leave respectfully to say that I differ 
with the Chair. I will endeavor to confine 
myself strictly within the rules of propriety and 
order, and certainly within the rules of parlia- 
mentary law, and I shall abstain from the use 
of that word after the remarks of the Chair, 
though begging respectfully to differ with the 
Chair in his decision. 

It will thus be seey, Mr. President, that by 
e reconstruction of the 
rebel States and by the constitutional amend- 
ment the right of suffrage has been conferred 
without the aid of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, because they were not the way in 
which he would have it done. He was for 


| some more speedy though less certain way; 
| less effectual, in my opinion. 


But, sir, I have 
learned long ago that [ cannot have the legis- 
lation of the country just as I would desire it; 
and I expect to vote for the admission of rep- 
resentatives from the State of Virginia whether 


| the amendments proposed to this bill are 


adopted or not, unless some araendment more 
unreasonable than I can conceive of should 
hereafter be adopted. I preferred the resolu- 
tion as it was reported by the Committee on 
the Judicary, plain and simple; but if I can- 
not get that, I shall vote as I did when 
Arkansas and Louisiana and other States were 
admitted and conditions were applied to them. 
I submitted to it because I found it impracti- 
cable to pass the necessary bills for the read: 
mission of those States to representation with- 
out conditions; and I shall do so in this case. 
I shall not occupy the impracticable position 
of some who would not vote to confer the right 
of suffrage on all citizens in the rebel States, 
or for the fifteenth amendment, because they 
did not contain some other provisions that he 
desired. " 
I refer to these things, as I said before, with 
no satisfaction ; and I think 1 have taken time 
enough upon them. I have shown that the 
charges which the Senator from Massacnusetts 
has repeated and reiterated over and over agai! 
have been met and refuted, both those which 
he made in reference to an appeal to the Judi 
ciary Committee to be heard and the charges 
which he made upon Governor Walker, which 
he denominated the pivotal point in this con- 
troversy, which I do not think it is at all. 
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ve shown the’ position that he occupied in 
-egard to the great act that gave suffrage to 
‘he colored men of the South ; | have shown 
the position that he oceupied in regard to the 
~eat constitutional amendment that secures 
eaffrage to all the citizens of all the States 
ke; and there I am willing to leave him. 
Tho future historian will search the records in 
-ain for the vote of the Senator from Massa- 
tts in favor of any of the great measures 
ch have secured suffrage to the colored man. 
Now, sir, 1 desire to make a few remarks in 
- ird to the pending amendment, which is to 
pose what are regarded as fundamental con- 
‘tions upon the State of Virginia. I have 
over believed in the validity of these so-called 
undamental conditions. I think there is no 
ystance where acondition of the character of 
that sought to be imposed now has been im- 
nosed upon any State until the admission of 
‘he State of Nebraska. That was the first 
instance of the kind. It will be found thatthe 
egislation in regard to the admission of new 
States, Ohio and Missouri, for instance—I will 
take Missouri first—imposes a fundamental 
condition, but the fundamental condition is 
nothing more than to require Missouri to com- 
oly with the Constitution of the United States. 
| will read it : 
‘Missouri shall be admitted into this Union upon 
in equal footing with the original States in all re 


pects whatever upon the fundamental condition 
that the fourth clause of the twenty-sixth section of 
the third article of the Constitution, submitted by said 
State to Congress, shall never be construed to author- 
ze the passage of any law, and that no law sha ll be 

issed in conformity thereto by which any citizen 

f either of the States in this Union shali be excluded 

m the enjoyment of any of the privileges and 

mmunities to which such citizen is entitled under 

e Constitution of the United States.” 

Clearly the State of Missouri could not 

lopt a clause in her constitution which should 
exclude a citizen from any privileges and 

nmunities which are secured to him by the 
Constitution of the United States. So this fund- 
amental condition is merely a declaration that 

e State of Missouri shall not violate the Con- 
s\itution of the United States, and that is all 

here is of it; and it will.be observed that the 
cts admitting States into the Union provide 

it they are to be admitted ‘‘on an equal 
footing with the original States in all respects 
whatever,’?’ 

So in regard to the State of Ohio. I had 
intended occupying a few moments of the time 
of the Senate with the history of the ordinance 
of 1787 and the cession of the northwestern 
territory by Virginia, and I had sent for the 
statutes upon that subject; but I regard it as 
not very important to a decision of the question 
under consideration, and as valuable rather in 
a historical point of view than otherwise. The 
State of Virginia passed an act in October, 
1783, for the cession of the northwestern ter- 
ritory to the United States, then acting under 
the Articles of Confederation, upon certain 
terms, and they authorized certain persons to 
make a deed of the property if the terms were 
accepted by the United States. The terms 
were accepted, and adeed was made by Thomas 
Jefferson, Samuel Hardy, Arthur Lee, and 
James Monroe; and that deed was accepted by 
a resolution of the Congress of the United 
States, which declared— 

That the United States in Congress assembled are 
ready to ratify this deed whenever the delegates of 
the State of Virginia are ready to execute the same.” 
The delegates of Virginia then proceeded and 
signed, sealed, and delivered the said deed; where- 
upon Congress came to the following resolution: | 

Che delegates of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
having executed the deed, 

Resolved, That the same be recorded and enrolled 

among the acts of the United States in Congress 
assembled.”’ 
_ The act of cession of Virginia, which was 
incorporated into the deed, contained many 
of the provisions which are to be found in the 
ordinance of 1787. The ordinance of 1787 
copies several of the provisions found in this 
deed of cession. Among other things the deed 
of cession provided— 

“That the territory so ceded shall be laid out and 


iu 


formed into States containing a suitable extent of 
territory, not less than one hundred nor more than 
one hundred and fifty miles square, or as near thereto 
as circumstances will admit; and that the States so 
formed s&all be distinct republican States, and ad- 
mitted members of the Federal Union; having the 


same rights of sovereignty, freedom, and independ- 


ence as the other States.’ 

This was the condition of the deed. It is 

stated that the deed was made upon this con- 
dition, and the act of Virginia making the 
cession recites this condition. Subsequently 
the Congress of the United States, in 1786, 
asked Virginia to change the terms of this deed, 
recognizing it as a compact with Virginia, and 
they passed this resolution in 1786, before the 
Constitution was formed: 
** Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is, recom- 
mended to the Legislature of Virginia to take into 
consideration their act of cession, and revise the 
same so far as to empower the United States in Con- 
gress assembled to make such a division of the terri- 
tory of the United States lying northerly and west- 
erly of the river Ohio into distinct republican States, 
not more than five nor less than three, as the situa- 
tion of that country and future circumstances may 
require; which States shall hereafter become mem- 
bers of the Federal Union, and have the same rights 
of sovereignty, freedom, and independence as the 
original States, inconformity with the resolution of 
Congress of the 10th October, 1780.’’ 

In accordance with this request the State of 
Virginia did pass an act changing the condi- 
tions of the deed of cession. 1 refer to this to 
show what the understanding was. 

But I do not think that material to the ques- 
tion under consideration. The question is: 
has Congress a right to impose fundamental 
conditions of the character now proposed. We 
have been referred by the Senator from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Howe] and others to the funda- 
mental conditions that are imposed upon the 
uew States in regard to the disposition of the 
public lands, and also the provision that the 
property of non-resident citizens shall not be 
taxed higher than that of resident citizens. 
Clearly the Constitution of the United States 
would not allow that. That is merely carry- 
ing out the Constitution. What does the Con- 
stitution say : 

‘* The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all 
privileges and immunities of citizens in the several 
States. 

Under that clause, in my judgment, no State 
in this Union would have authority to impose 
a higher rate of taxation on a non-resident 
than on a resident. 

There is another clause in the Constitution 
to which I desire to callattention. Itis this: 

** The Congress shall have power to dispose of and 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting 
the territory or other property belonging tothe Uni- 
ted States.” 

Under that clause the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States has complete authority over its pub- 
lic lands. It has by the express terms of the 
Constitution the right ‘‘to dispose of and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the 
territory ’’—that certainly embraces lands as 
well as political power—‘‘ or other property 
belonging to the United States.’’ Under this 
authority to make rules and regulations regard- 
ing the territory and other property of the 
United States Congress clearly has authority 
to declare that the publie lands shall not be 
taxed ; that the sixteenth section shall be ap- 
propriated to schools; that three per cent. of 
the proceeds of the public lands shall be given 
to the new States. All this power is perfect 
and complete under this clause of the Consti- 
tution I have read. Lvery condition that has 
ever been imposed upon a State prior to that 
imposed upon the admission of the State of Ne- 
braska gas been of a character which the Con- 
gress of the United States had authority under 
the Constitution to enforce whether it was pro- 
vided for in the act of admission or not. They 
have all been provisions relating to property 
or to the rights of citizens, which are secured 
by the second section of the fourth article. 

Wouid the citizens of each State be entitled 
to all privileges and immunities of citizens in 
the several States if a non-resident citizen was 


| to be taxed higher upon his lands than a citi- | 


| 
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zen residing within the State? Thisis the very 
immunity which the Constitution intended to 
secure to the citizens of the various States. 
All the conditions imposed on the admission 
of new States prior to Nebraska have related 
to lands, the property of the United States, 
over which Congress under the Constitution 
has full power, or to the rights of citizen: 
secured by the Constitution and which Con 
gress could protect. These conditions, in my 
opinion, were merely declaratory of powers 
which Congress would have had without them. 

Now, it is proposed to do what? To impose 
what are called fundamental conditions of a 
political character, subsequent conditions of a 
political character to be performed by the State. 
Can you do that? It seems to me not; and 
why? ‘The States which formed this Union 
were coequal States. Does anybody controvert 
that proposition? They were coequal States 
when this Union was formed. Congress has 
authority to admit new States into the Union. 
Into what Union? A Union of coequal States. 
There is no authority to admit States into any 
other Union. 

‘** New States,’’ says the Constitution, ‘‘ may 
be admitted by the Congress into’’—What ? 
‘This Union ?”’ 

What sort of a Union wasit? It was a Union 
of coequal States because they were all equal 
when they formed it. It is into ‘‘ this Union’”’ 
that Congress has authority to admit States, 


| and Congress has no authority to admit States 


into any other Union. You have a different 
Union if you have a Union of unequal States. 
I deny that Congress has any authority to im- 
pose a fundamental condition upon the State 
of Virginia or upon any other State formed out 
of new territory or any of these reconstructed 
States that it cannot impose and enforce upon 
the State of Illinois. If the Congress of the 
United States can say that Virginia shall never 
alter herconstitution in regard to local matters, 
to which the Constitution of the United State 
has no application, then it can do it in regard 
to Illinois. I deny that it can do it in regard 
to either; and if it could you have a Union ot 
unequal States, and you never could maintain 
such a Union. It would be destruction of the 
Government. The States of this Union mu 
be equal in all their rights as members of the 
Federal Union, or you cannot preserve it 
Such is the Constitution ; such is the language 
of the acts by which new States have been ad 
mitted ; and though I have voted for the admis 
sion of States here with conditions imposed | 
have done it because I was in favor of the 
admission of the States, and a majority of the 
Senate insisted upon imposing the conditions 
which, in my opinion, were of no validity 
whatever. 

Therefore I have been in favor of the sim 
ple resolution recognizing the State of Virginia 
as entitled to representation, and I have voted 
against all amendments to it. I voted against 
the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Vermont [Mr. Epmunps}] and amended on 
the motion of the Senator from West Virginia, 
[Mr. Wit.ey,] which required the members 
of the Legislature of Virginia to take a certain 
oath and imposed penalties for false swearing. 
[ did not do that because I was opposed to the 
fourteenth amendment. I voted for the four- 
teenth amendment. I am in favor of its en- 
forcement. I have reported a bill making it 
a penal offense to violate it, and I am ready 
to pass that bill as a general law. But when 
we by act declare the State of Virginia entitled 
to representation in Congress, and thereby 
make her one of the States of the Union, equal 
with all the others, Ido not think this ¢ 
gress should pass a law making that a crime 
in the State of Virginia which is not a crime 
in the State of Massachusetts or the State of 
lilinois. I am not willing to make that a crime 
in any other State that I am not willing to 
vote upon my own State. I am opposed to 
that partial legislation ; and while | am fora 
general law, I did not favor putting that pro- 
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vision on this bill; but, sir, I shall vote for 
the bill nevertheless. I am so anxious to see 
Virginia and all these States restored that I 
um willing to vote for the bill when the Senate 
put conditions on over my vote if I think those 
conditions are inoperative or of such a char- 
acter as are not fatal to the measure itself. 


" 


Now, sir, I appeal to the Senate to recognize | 


Virginia as entitled to representation. She has 
done all that she can. 
dred thousand votes she has adopted her con- 
stitution, with only nine thousand against it. 
Her candidates for Governor, of both parties, 
ask to be admitted; the loyal men of the State 
ask to be admitted ; and it.is due to these peo- 
ple, whe have complied with all your requisi- 
tions, that you should now comply on your 
part, and at once admit that State to repre- 
sentation in Congress and to a full partieipa- 
tion ia all the privileges of this great Govern- 
ment. 
justice, in behalf of the material interests of 
the country, in behalf of the loyal men of Vir- 
ginia, whom Governor Wells represents, and, 
as I believe, in behalf of nineteen twentieths 
of all her people. I give no heed to these 


By more than two hun- | 


_ seized his pen to write an argument where he | 
| took the ground, which hereafter every jurist 


| sition ? 


must read with regret and pity, that color could 
be, under the Constitution of the United States, 
the ‘‘ qualification’’ of avoter. The color of 
the skin, he says. Why not then the color of 
the hair? Why not the color of the eyes? Sir, 
the pretension is impossible. And yet elabo- 
rately, gravelyhe made it. You will find it inhis 
article. Buton this occasion, as always, at every 
stage the Senator was true to himself. Early 
orlateitisthesame. Atthis very session, when 
called to reconsider the case of Georgia, were 
we not obliged to encounter his persistent oppo- 

Was he not willing ea to see that 
State handed over to the Kuklux Klan? The 
Senator made himself on this floor the repre- 


|| sentative of this fiendish organization. Through 
‘| him the Kuklux Klan, with its bloody orgies, 
|| seemed about to prevail. Happily Georgia was | 


unknown letter-writers; 1 give no heed to | 


these charges of a fraudulent election, because 


{ rely upon the official reports of the command- | 


ing general; I rely upon the supervision of the 
President of the United States, who has looked 
over this whole matter, and who has intrusted 
its execution to efficient, loyal, and faithful 
officers, and who tells us that Virginia has 
complied with all the requisitions that we im- 
posed upon her. If you must put other con- 
ditions upon her, so be it; but in any event 
let us pass the bill. 
Mr. SUMNER. 
from Illinois has had arevel to-day. He runs 
into the region of personalities as the bird flies 
in the air, as the fish swims in the sea. Sir, I 
have no taste for any such thing, nor shall the 
Senator by anything that he has said draw me 
aside from the strictest discussion of the issues 
he has made. He may use hard terms; he 
may indulge all those sentiments which I regret 
to see fill his heart; but he shall not turn me 
aside, 


Am I not right, sir, in asking by what title | 


the Senator presumes to speak as you have 
heard him? Who has invested him with this 
professorial authority? Who has constituted 
him my critic? He has had pleasure in the 
function, but I am much mistaken if when 
time has brought some little opportunity of 
reflection he does not find in his speech to-day 
much to regret. 

{ have asked by what title he is my critic. 
What is his history in this Chamber to give 
him thet authority? Where does he find his 
precedence? Are you ignorant of his sena- 
torial biography? Do you not know that from 
beginning to end, from the first day that the 
proposition to confer suffrage on the colored 
race was introduced into this Chamber down 
to its acceptance by the people he has been its 
a enemy? Howcan I forget that when 

took upon myself the responsibility, in con- 
junction with valued friends near me, of de- 
feating one of his proseriptive measures, we 
were doomed to encounter most unrelenting 
activity. I pleaded then for the colored race, 
‘and I was met by the scorn and reproach of 
the Senator. Nobody who was here then can 
forget it. That was as long ago as the winter 
of 1865. Distory proceeded, and at each stage 
we met the opposition of the Senator. On that 
very reconstruction act to which he has referred, 
oh, sir, how did I feel pained by that opposi- 
tion! I shall come to it ina moment. But 
why indulge in details? [very time the ques- 
tion was presented we had his opposition. It 
is sad that it was so. It is sad for him now. 
it was sad then for the colored race and for 
that just reconstruction whose corner-stone is 
justice to the colored race. 

Nor was it enough that we encountered his 
opposition in this Chamber. Elsewhere he 


Mr. President, the Senator 





| 


Sir, | make this appeal in behalf of || 


| of thecriminal. Sir, you know his vote. 





| 
| 


saved against his efforts. 

Nor, sir, have you forgotten that when a 
just and generous House of Representatives 
dragged to this bar the greatest enemy of 
reconstruction, the President of the United 
States, the Senator from Illinois threw over 
that criminal the protection of his vote. The 
question was presented, Shall Andrew Johnson 


be expelled from office—that reconstruction | 
might have free course; that the freedmen | 
might be protected; that the Kuklux Klan | 
The Senator from Illi- | 


might be trampled out. 
nois found an argument of technicality—what 
lawyer cannot find such an argument—in ace 
That 
vote turned the scale, and continued the crim- 
inal in power. 

But the Senator dwelt especially on the first 


act of reconstruction known as ‘* The act to | 
| provide for the more efficient government of 
' the rebel States,’’ and charges that I did not 


vote for it. This assault to-day compels me 


to make a statement now which I never sup- | 


posed I should be called to make. I make 
it now with hesitation, but rather to show his 
course than my own. Sir, I am the author of 
the provision in that act conferring suffrage ; 
and when I brought it forward the Senator 
from Illinois was one of my opponents; then 
as now. Senators who were here at that time 
remember well that this whole subject was prac- 
tically taken for the time from the jurisdiction 
of the Senate into a caucus of the Republican 
party, where a committee was created to whom 
all pending measures of reconstruction were 
referred. [had the honor of being a member 
of that committee. So was the Senator from 
Illinois. So was my-friend from Michigan, 
[Mr. Howarp.] ‘The Senator from Ohio [ Mr. 
SHERMAN] was our chairman. In that com- 
mittee this reconstruction bill was debated and 
matured sentence by sentence, word for word ; 
and then and there in that committee I moved 
that we should require the suffrage of all per- 
sons without distinction of color in the organi- 
zation of new governments and in all the con- 
stitutions to be made. 

In making this proposition at thattime I only 
followed the proposition I had made in the Sen- 
ate more than two years before, which I had 
urged upon the people in an elaborate address 
at a political convention in Massachusetts ; 
which I had again upheld in an elaborate effort 
for two days in this Chamber, and which from the 
beginning I had never lost from my mind or heart. 
It was natural that I should press it in commit- 
tee ; but I was overruled, the Senator opposing 
me with his accustomed determination. Iwas 
voted down. The chairman observedwmy dis- 
content and said, ‘‘ You can renew your motion 
in eaueus.’’ I did so, stating that I had been 
voted down in committee, but that I — 
from the committee to the caucus. y col- 
league who sits before me [Mr. Wrison] cried 
out ‘‘ Do so,’’ and then rising, said in language 
which he will pardon me for quoting, but which 
will do him honor always, ‘* The report of the 
committee will leave a great question open to 
debate on every square mile of the South. We 





| 





| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


|| Senator from Illinois, sullen in his 





| carried by only two majority, Sena 
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ce 


Another Sen. 
herefore Nane 
Out most earp. 


must close that question up.’’ 
ator who is not now here—I cant 
him—Mr. Gratz Brown, cried 


estly, ‘‘ Push it toa vote; we will stand by 


you.’’ I needed no such encou 


ares = agement, fo, 
my determination was fixed. T » for 


ere sat the 
accustomed 
: and it was 
ors rising 
be counted. My colleague in his joyce 
occasion, cried out, ‘‘ This is the greatest mt 
that has been taken on this continent.”’ Hi, 
felt, I felt, we all felt that the question of the 
suffrage was then and there secured. By that 
vote the committee was directed to make +t 
part of reconstruction. This was done, and th. 
measure thus amended was reported by th. 
Senator from Ohio as chairman of the comm. 
tee. 

1 am compelled to this statement by th. 
assaultof the Senator. I had no disposition ;, 
make it. I do not claim anything for mysels 
I did nothing but my duty. HadI done less | 
should have been faithless ; I should have bee, 
where the Senator from Illinois placed himgel; 

The Senator, while denouncing my apostagy 
on that occasion, exclaimed, ‘‘Isit possible gui. 
frage could be conferred without the Senator?’ 
Oh! yes. Iam of little consequence. Lon: 
ago I arrived at the conclusion that in th;. 
worldno one man is necessary. Sir, you and | 
may disappear from this scene, but others wil] 
promptly take our places who will fulfill the 
duties which we have left unperformed. Hai 
I failed to press this measure some other good 
Senator would have come forward in my place, 
My colleague would not have allowed that 
great cause togo by default. Mr. Gratz Brown, 
who is no longer among us, would not have 
allowed it to go by default. Both of course 
must have encountered the Senator from Illi. 
nois. Against them instead of me would his 
opposition have been turned? ‘The measure 
would have been introduced and carried, but 
with the same opposition. 

The Senator read from the Globe the yote 
on the passage of the bill, and exulted because 
my name was not there. Sir, is there any Sen: 
ator in this Chamber whose name will be found 
oftener on the yeas and nays than my own’ 
Is there any Senator in this Chamber who is 
away from his seat less than I am? There was 
a reason for my absence on that occasion. | 
left this Chamber at midnight, fatigued, no: 
well, knowing thatthe great cause was assured 
notwithstanding the opposition of the Senator 
from Illinois, knowing that at last the right of 
the colored people to suffrage was recognized. 
I had seen it placed in the bill reported from 
the committee. There it was on my motion, 
safe against the assaults of the Senator from 
Illinois. Why should I, fatigued, and not 
well, remain till morning to swell the large and 
ascertained majority which it was destined to 
receive? I have no occasion to make up any 
such record. You know my fidelity to this 
cause. You know if I am in the habit of 
avoiding the responsibilities of my position. 
I cannot disguise, also, that there was another 
influence on my mind. Reconstruction, eve 
with the suffrage, was defective. More was 
needed. There should have been a system 0! 
public schools, greater protection to the freed: 
men, and more security against the rebels, al! 
of which I sought in vain to obtain in commit: 
tee, and I found all effort in the Senate fore- 
closed by our action in caucus. Pained by 
this failure, and feeling that there was nothing 
more for me to do, after midnight I withdrew. 
On the return of the act to the Senate on the 
veto of the President I recorded my vote !" 
its favor. ; 

Sir, this is what I have to say on the title 0! 
the Senator to criticise me. I now come to his 
precise allegations against me, and with your 

ermission will take them up in their order. 

e complains, in the first place, that I criticised 
him last evening for declaring that the two bills 
were alike. Sir, he has stood up before the 


opposition. I pushed it to a vote, 
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. to-day and insisted that the two bills 
~e alike; that the House bill and the Senate 
re the same. How does he show this 
king the Secretary to read one clanse of 
House bill and then one clause of the Senate 
omitting the preamble of the House bill 
sroviso of the Senate bill, and then ery 

. ** See, they are alike. Was this ean 
[hat was the question I asked last night. 
now repeat the question. Were notthe 
hills essentially different? Were they not 
I cannot tell one thing from another 

. two bills were not unlike. In one 
gle pr yyision they were alike, but in all the 
+ unlike. May] give you an illustration 
You will find in the Testament the phrase, 
rhere is one God. You willfind the same 

e inthe Koran. ‘The Senator from Illi 
would insist, according to his persnasive 
ic. that the Koran and the Testament are 
; ‘ke. All before the phraseand all after that 
hrase in the two books are unlike; and so it 
. in the two bills—unlike in terms, and now, 
yrain, allow me to say, unlike in the position 
‘the two bills before the Senate. One had 
lready, alter many days’ debate, reached a 
rtain stage with an important amendment 
tached; the other had just come from the 
ise, and as you well know, under parlia 


nra 


nentary law, was to receive three readings on 
ree different days. That is a clean parlia- 
ntary difference between thetwo bills. How 
like again! The circumstances surrounding 
.e two were as unlike as their text. ‘lhe 
Senator cannot make them alike in text except 
a process of suppression ; in one case it is 
uppression of the preamble and in the 
ther the suppression of the proviso. But 
what are preamble or proviso to him? He 
cannot make them alike in their position on 
the Callendar. 
But, sir, on the very testimony that he cited 
Senator iscondemned. Heappealed totwo 
honorable Senators, one the Senator from New 
York | Mr. Conkitna | and the other the Sen- 
itor from Wisconsin, [| Mr. CARPENTER, | to sus 
tainhim. I submit that neither of them sus- 
tained him, but both most satisfactorily fur- 
hed evidence against him. ‘The Senator 


nl ; é 
mm New York said: 

[he best way to arrive at it was to offer it asa 
titute.’”’ 


Of course itwas. Nodoubtabout it. And 
then the Senator from New York turn 


Senator from Wisconsin: 


to the | 


And now I venture to ask the honorable Senator | 


m Wisconsin | Mr. CARPENTRR| whether his un 
erstanding was or was not like mine, as he sat near 
ie on the oecasion and we conferred with each other 
bout it ?”? 


'o this the Senator replies 

Mr. Carpenter, I will say that my understand- 
ing Was precisely that stated by the Senator trom 
vew York, and withoutthat understanding | should 

e voted against an adjournment that night.’’ 

Very naturally. Then spoke another 
.STEWART. 


M That was my understanding also.”’ 


On this L proceed to remark : 


‘Mr. Sumner. NowL[ understand the Senator from | 
ork tosay that the House bill was to be moved | 


New ¥ 


1s asubstitute. That is a different matter.” 


And then the Senator from New York closed | 


this matter : 
Mr. Conkuina. 


hat direction,’’ 


L say | supposed it would take 


as a substitute. 
otherwise. 
Had the Senator from Illinois in his assi- 
duity on that oecasion moved the House bill 
as a substitute, it would have been in the na- 
ture of an amendment perfectly in order and 
coming I presume within the understanding on 
that occasion ; but when he proposed another 
motion, being nothing less than to leap over 
the requirement of three legislative days on 
the House bill, he must allow me to say he 


Nobody thought of moving it 


|| the exigency of his 
|| the way in order to give a fling at these loyalists 
All were thinking of moving the House bill 


TH 


| knowledge 


K CONGRE 


gined, that the Senators he summons to hisas 
sistance did not imagine. Why, sir, with some 
experience in thisChamber, and listening with 
great closeness on that oceasion, I must y 


And, 


eem 


the idea never entered into my head 
now, altertheargument of the Senator, it 


as impossible as ever. I can grasp in a hum 


ble way the infinitudes of astronomieal pace 
and of the starry spheres, but I cannot grasp 
this idea which brings together two thing ) 
essentially and entirely apart. Here isa d 


tanceamong billsas among the heavenly bod 


This is what I have to say on the first connt of 
the indictment. 

The second count, like unto th Hit 
presented with something like temper, wa 


not, sir? 
ists 


Chis count was my persisting that loyal 
of Virginia had knocked at the door ofthe 
committee-room and not found admission. 
What I said was founded on the statement of 


the Senator from Vermont, |Mr. Enuunps, | 
and by the way the Senator from Vermont 
unless | am mistaken, is an eminent membe1 
of the Judiciary Committee. Here it Bu 
the Senator from Vermont speaks now 

4 gentleman, Whose name I! will furnish to n 


friend from filmois privately, and whose name Lthink 
he will respect when he knows who he is and what 
he is, stated to me this morning—and it was not the 
gentleman who sat by the Senator from Massachusett 
and no person who has been in this Chamber to my 
that he and one or two others, ré ent 
ing what they considered to be the loyat element ot 
irginia, and desiring to lay before the committee 
not arguments, but facts touching all the tion 
went to the door of the committee-room on the morn 
ofits session when it had this subject wp and appealed 
to the messenger to be permitted to go in and he 


nre 


Le 
yu 


heard, and that. the messenger went in and came out 

With the statement to them thai tt uld not he 

heard. That is the evidence.” 

rhe answer of the Senator, that no such p 

son came in while the committee was there, i 

explicit ; the answer of other members of the 
| committee to fhe same point is explicit; but 

the question is whether this statement by the 


Senator from Vermont is not susceptible of 


| explanation without any impeachment of the 


character of the gentleman whom he quoted, 
or of the prudence of the Senator himself who 
introduced it. I think it can be, and I think 
the tone of the answer of the Senator from 
Illinois, which I find reported in the Globe, will 
explain pty well what the condition of loyal- 
ists applying to the Judiciary Committee, of 
which he is the chairman, was likely to be, 
far as he had influence over it. His answer 
goes to show the entire reasonableness of the 
statement. The Senator from Illinois says 

I do not know what action the committee might 
haye thought proper to take if such an application 
had been made. It is very likely that the class of 
persons who have been sitting by the side of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, from time to timespur 
ring him on with suggestions, might not. ha ve been 
permitted to take up thetime of the Judiciary Com 
mittee with that kind of suggestions.’’ 

Such was the manner in which this inquiry 
was encountered even on this floor by the 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee. Bear 
me witness; [| had made no allusion to the 
Senator. [ had not thought of him in this con- 
nection except with that pain which one must 


SU 


| always feel at witnessing the determination of 


—=—_— 


asked us to do what nobody at the time the | 


agreement was entered into could have ima- 
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his opposition to those great measures by which 
human rights are vindicated. Nor had I any 
purpose of alluding to him. But suddenly, in 
nature, he rushed out of 


from Virginia and at me; and the fling that he 
began that day has been going on ever since, 
and you see it whizzing in this Chamber to-day. 
Sir, in the face of the evidence, in the face of 
the great question now before you, is it not 
pitiful that this simple incident should be made 
to play sucha part? Can any one suppose that 


| any Senator could introduce any evidence which 


| ator from Vermont could do it. 


) 


at the time he did not suppose to be true’ 
The Senator would not suppose that the Sen 
I know from 


| his speech to-day the evil he thinks of me, and 


therefore I do not venture to say that he would 


|| not attribute to me anything that is bad ; but, 


other days which you and I, Mr. P l 
remember well, the memorials of faithful 
lavery men throughout the connt 
treated in this Chamber by representat 
of ala PTY, the ame ecene | } Lrepe ‘ i 
th net i ( \ ( he i rn t! 
ume repr yach and tl rhe f net sy if 
has been trifled with 
Hlow often have I asked hear 
and onl > encounter reproach [ have } 
letter testifying to tl 1 rful conditio 
Virginia the Senator answered by a 
I will read another now, written from H 
ton \ irein t. Jsannar | th h 
Senator doe sneer 
[ have been a resident of \ ni 
ne years, being a native Ma chuset 
lived the first thirty-five years of my lif lw 
the Government employ tour ye Fort Mor 
and vicinity during the war, bein mpell 
leave my home in York county on unt of 
| ilty to the Government L ha tehed 
people of Virginia f rood ma f . and 
one kn vs hettert » bi erne*? it the re? aft 
lo nd f assure you it is not saf loyal 
» live here x ind what will i the 
( ne in with n £ in t 
Why, sir, I bel ill the | 1! ill 
} e tl l the ‘ 
vn satet 
. 
aol ! ua ueni 
vhen they ft f the lovalt f \ | 
no such element »>b und,and G nD Wal 
isn be ian th ehel nil | ' l 
them. if ido better | 
“fute i! i it t i i} ¥ n ‘ 
ger 
“And ne Vy, mya I . it if ) rie 
without the iron-clad oath do not, forthe sake of t 
loyal people, admit it for six months, oru 1 
giwe us time to sell out and settle up our busi 
that we can leave the State there ill } yu 
for us to try to live here with these Is when 
get the reins, for they are sure to dh 1 
ooner we get away the better 
(here were witnesses here an » te 
before the committee on these matters, but t 
Senator from [linois had for them nothing | 
a seoff. 
Here i another | I nh iad 
January 20 
‘They are seek uit tr 
from any love tor the Union, but to id 
hated supervision of ¢ I and f r 
living under the restrain finences of a | 
government and the fear of General Cat f 
their ey« The threat to drive away every ‘em 
bageer’ and every‘ tla iro. rginia 
is they get the pow no idle o 
If these things are experienced 1 ler t 
fluences to which L have referred it will | 
eondition when these rebel gent 0 i 
with unrestricted power, and in po 1 of l 
judges, all the magistrates and ff l 
trolofjuries? Need Laddtl t} 
tection in the power ol VUong! 
loyal people of Virginia mi leavet F { 
gress is, ‘ ecee nt ft yy 
take 
Of course the Senator ar hasn 
Well, sir, here is another communication fron 
an officer. Senators may a his name: bi 
when they have heard his communication 
the end they will see why f decline to give 
‘As the Legislature now stands it will be 
impossible for them (the eolored or Uni peo} 
| get justice from. the hands of their appoin f 
let us reflect foramoment. Look at t 
county courts before whom all min 
have to be adjudicated. Who will th: 
Look at the clerks of both hou 
elected so far, and we can at ‘ 
these people expect an impart 
who will have power to decide ¢ uN md 
‘ 7 ' Will nott 
see that the jury is properly sel Wil 
Legislature put the whole machinery of the new « 


SSLONAL GLOBE. 


r. | ask not th tho] j 
} . 
luced ‘by him al 
much too trivial for this « 
loyalists did not knock at th 


d 


mittee, I have, sir. Tha 

stantly from my} at here 
Why. ir, at the beginnir 

1 appeal to the Senator, 

t this senate perpetual 

to thn horn ntreat e 

rlist Was not my appe 

derision | have read the w 

rte \Y ou know how he presumed t 
eit You all know how the m 


presente t was 


stitution into operation ? 


treated—pres 
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hen, after proceeding in this vein, the letter | 


concludes : 


“Do not give my name to any one, as it might 
injure me as an officer to be meddling with polities; 
but my heart feels and bleeds for poor Virginia.” 
Let the 


What an oppertaniy for a sneer! 
What 


leart feel and bleed for poor Virginia! 
cares the Senator from Illinois! 

Sir, this is what I have to say on the second 
count of the indietment, being that with regard 
to knocking atthe door. And nowshall I ask 
you, sir, are not these people knocking at the 
door now? Wave they not been knocking at 
the door ever since the Senator from Illinois 
made his precipitate, fatal report—knocking 
aut the door of the committee-room, knocking 
at the door of this Chamber, knocking at the 
door of Congress, knocking at the great door 


) 


of the great heart of the American people ? | 


But the Senator from Illinois answers with a 
neer! 

In his next count the Senator proceeds to a 
vindication of Governor Walker. I had sup 
posed that this character had been disposed of. 
lle was brought forward here by the Senator 
from Nevada as a very pillar of the State. I 
showed him to be no such thing, but a cater 
pillar ofthe State. Was he not? Is he not? 
()n the speeches which I read can there be any 
other conclusion? When one of his speeches 


was introduced by the Senator from Vermont, || . 
| tems in the 


was it not natural for a Senator who was not 
entirely willing to see human rights sacrificed 
and public schools trampled out to ery out 
‘traitor?’ Is he not traitor—a traitor to that 
cause which Congress now professes to have 
at heart ; atraitor to the equal rights of all be 
fore the law; atraitor to the great cause of pub- 
lic education? ‘Traitor, sir, | now call him; 
traitor I hold him up to the judgment of the 
American people. 

NoramT alone. Here is a letter that has 
come to me this morning from a farmer: 


“Lam an old farmer, nigher seventy than sixty 


years of age,”’ 


| will omit what follows, and proceed to the 
point: 


‘The immediate cause of my writing to you now 
is to thank you for calling Walker, the Qovernor of 
Virginia, in the Senate a traitor. Man originally 
rave names to the fowls of the air, the beasts of the 
field, and the fishes of the sea, but none were more 
appropriate than the one you gave to this cunning, 
covert, arch-enemy of the black man and of recon 
struction in Virginia.” 


Sir, 1 adopt the words of the old farmer be- | 
the case | 
cunning, | 


tween sixty and seventy vears of age ; 
could not be better described: win 
covert, arch-enemy of the black man and of 
reconstruction in Virginia.’’ Did I not read 


enough the other day to show the fact? Do | 
you wish me to go over the caseagain’? Shall 


| in reply to the speech of the Senator repeat 
those extracts which I adduced on the former 
occasion? lLlas he in any respect impaired 
their value as an exposition of the character of 
this person? Do they not still stand as his 
own record of himself? Do they not show his 
duplicity ? 


der which he was chosen Governor—how he 
treats one of our own eonstitutional amend- 
ments as an ‘‘infamy ?”’ 

And now it is said that the language which I 
addressed was from a speech never revised by 
him. Sir, did he not allow this speech to be 
cireulated as a handbill throughout the State ? 
Did henot whenever he spoke afterward speak 
sentiments in harmony with this speech? I 
will not take up time to read the extract again. 
inough if I say that since I have been sitting 
at my desk to-day I have had placed in my 
hands another speech from this typical man in 
the Shenandoah valley, precisely in harmony 
with that speech from which I before read. 
Here it is: 

*‘Expurgate the damnable clauses and you will 
have harmony. He regretted that they had not the 
privilege of voting down the county organization 
feature of the constitution; but nevertheless he 
theught it best to vote for the expurgated constitu- 


Do they not show how he is really | 
opposed to this very Virginia constitution un- | 
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tion, because if once in the Union we will be able to 
rid the instrument of that and other objectionable 
provisions in « manner provided for by its framers.” 

All of a piece, all in harmony with the 
original speech, all in harmony with the other 
speeches, showing but one spirit, one animus, 
one wicked purpose, to get the control of the 
State, that he might trample out the very con- 
stitution under which he was elected. Sir, is 
he nota traitor? He may not be a traitor to 
be summoned at the bar of justice, there to be 
adjudged for crime; but traitor he is to a great 
and glorious cause ; traitor he is to the equal 
rights of all ; traitor he is to the whole system 
of common schools. I was right, sir, in the 
term | employed; the old farmer was right 
when he sent back to me his approbation. 

Lut the Senator, in order to make out his 
that the schools are not in the 
county organizations. ‘True, sir, there is a 
chapter in the constitution on Education; but 
the machinery is supplied by the county or- 
ganizations. In this chapter it is expressly 
provided that ** each township shall be divided 
into so many compactly located school dis- 
tricts as may be deemed necessary ;’’ and then 


case, insists 


again ‘tin each school district there shall be 
elected or appointed annually one school 
trustee’ —all of which is denounced by this 
person ; aud thus is the school system of Vir- 


ginia handed over to the fate of all school sys 
land of slavery. 

Vhen, sur, the Senator from Illinois in quest 
of personality traveled over the ground with 
which he was already familiar, and again intro- 
duced the name of Mr. Porter, in order to pour 


| out upon him that venom which he poured out 


| parliamentary 


so freely the other day. The supply is ample, 
as you witnessed on this occasion. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. TheChair would 


| suggest to the Senator from Massachusetts that 


he does not think the term he has just used is 
that a Senator pours ont venom 
upon a fellow-member. 

Mr. SUMNER. If [ have said anything not 
parliamentary, I crave your indulgence. | 
intended to he strictly within the line. I be- 
lieve [have uot departed from it. 
however, with absolute deference to the judg- 
ment of the Chair. 


The VICBR PRESIDENT. 


The Chair only 


| desires to restrain the debate so far as offensive 


| words are concerned. 
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Mr. SUMNER. The Senator has stated one 
side of the case with regard to Mr. Porter. I 
hold in my hand resolutions of the Republican 
State Central Committee of Virginia, unani- 
mously passed and ordered to be incorporated 
in the series already adopted, and with your 
permission I will read one of them : 


* Resolved, That we learn from the public prints 
with regret that Senator TRruMRBULL assailed yester- 


day the loyalty of the Hon. Charles H. Porter in the | 


Senate of the United States, by reading the charges 
and specifications of disloyal language upon which 
he was tried by a military commission in 1864. While 
this is neither the time nor place to vindicate him, 
we willsimply state that the history of that trial is 
well known to the loyal people of Virginia; and 
having learned it, it did not cause themto withdraw 
their confidence from Mr. Porter, or prevent it from 
steadily increasing, in his spotless honor, unwaver- 


| ing loyalty, and unparalleled disinterestedness. Mr. 


Porter was unquestionably a victim of persecution, 
of false or greatly exaggerated statements as to what 
he really did give utterance to. He was then defend- 
ing the cause of loyalty, as he is now, against the 
powers, forces, and misrepresentations of might. We 
feel assured if Mr. TrumpvuLt had known, as his 
unscrupulous informants knew, that General But- 
LER, after the trial, had publicly vindicated Mr. 
Porter from the charge of Eidevaie. or the general 
circumstances of the case, he would not have attacked 
Mr. Porter in any place, and much less in the Senate 
where he could not open his lips in defense.”’ 


Sir, these are the words of the Republican 
State central committee of Virginia in the form 
of a resolution unanimously adopted. Another 
occasion for the sneer of the Senator from Illi- 
nois ! 

The next count in the Senator’s indictment 
was that I had called the late election in Vir- 
ginia a fraud; and how did he encounter this 
truthful allegation? He proceeded to show 
that General Canby designated only five coun- 


I submit, | 
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ties in which there were cases of fraud 
| that an answer to my entirely different 
tion? Does the Senator misunderstand 
| or is it an unintentional change of isene? 7. 
statement was entirely different from that wh; , 
he attributes tome. I[ made no allepation 
frauds in different counties, he they fow , 
many. 

I said that the election in the whole &., 
was carried by a conspiracy reaching from on, 
end of the State to the other, of which the i “ 
didate for Governor was the head, to obi... 
the control of the State and in that way ;, 
the loyalists away from the protecting deren os 
Congress. ‘That was my allegation, [« 4)... 
met by saying to me that [ do not adduyce « 
dence of fraud in districts, or that there w,. 
only five districts with regard to which we ha:, 
such evidence? How do I know that if ., 
should go into an inquiry you might not §, 
that very evidence with regard to all the qj. 
tricts? The Senator sets his face again. 
inquiry, as we all know. But I did not inte, 
to open this question. My object was entire), 
different ; it was to show that from beginn), 
to end the whole canvass was a gigantic frand 
that Walker by a fraudulent conspiracy in 
posed himself upon the State; that by appeal 
to the rebels he obtained their votes and thy: 
installed himself in power,with the understand 
ing that when once installed he should admiy, 
ister the State in their interest. 

Then, sir, farewell the equal rights of | 
farewell an equal judiciary which is the ps 
ladium of just government; farewell trial }) 
jury; farewell suffrage for all; farewell thy: 
system of public schools which is essential ; 
the welfare of the community ; all sacrifice: 
to this conspiracy. Such, sir, is my allegs 
tion, and it was in making this allegation | 
challenged reply; I challenge it now. Whe 
I first made it I looked about the Senate; | 
looked atthose who are most strenuous for thi 
sacrifice and none answered. None can answe: 
The evidence is before the Senate in th 
| speeches of the Governor and in the electio: 

Sir, shall I follow the Senator in other things 
| hesitate. I began by saying I would not to 
low him in his personalities. I began by sa) 
ing that | would meet the counts of his indic: 
ment, one by one, precisely on the facts. Hay 
I not done so, turning neither to the right no: 
|| to the left? I have no taste for controversy 
much rather would I give the little of strength 
that now remains for me to the direct advocacy 
of those great principles to which my life in 
|| humble measure has been dedicated, not for 
getting any of my other duties asa Senator. || 
|| [have in any respect failed I regret it. Let m 
|| say in all simplicity [ have done much less tha: 
I wish I had. I have failed often, oh! how 
|| often, when I wish I had prevailed. No one 
can regret it more thanI. But I have been 
constant and earnest always. Such, God will: 
ing, such I mean to be to the end. 

And now, sir, as I stand before the Senate 
trying by a last effort to prevent the sacrifice 
of Unionists, white and black, in Virginia, | 
feel that I am discharging only a simple duty. 
To do less would be wretched failure. I mus! 
persevere. This cause I have at heart; thi 
people I long to save ; this great State of Vir- 
ginia I long to secure as a true and loyal State 
in the national Union. Show that such is he 
character and no welcome shall surpass mine 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, I do no! 
rise to protract this debate ; I should regre' 
very much to do so; but I suppose the Senat» 
from Massachusetts will be desirous to be cor 
rected in a very important matter of fact stated 
by him—— 

Mr. POMEROY. If this debate is to !) 
|| continued, we shall be absolved from any ol)! 
| gation to vote. 
| Mr. EDMUNDS. Letus vote. 

Mr. POMEROY. I for one will not be hel 
|| to any agreement to vote if this debate is to be 
| continued. 
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No debate ; let us vote. 
Well, I shall take 


al SENATORS 


sever 


STEWART. 


Mr. s some 
se occasion to make the correction. 
. VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 


that the Senate by agreement decided to 
at four o'clock to- day ; but it isa distinct 


erstanding that in this body it is not the | 


‘vy of the Chair to enforce such an agree 
ont, and it devolves on the Senators them- 
es. [**Certainly.’?] The question now 
he amendment of the Senator from Mis- 
ri Mr. DRAKE. | 
. HOW ARD. 


This debate has gone far 


fhe VICE PRESIDENT. Upon the ame _ 
of the Senator from Missouri the ye: 
jays have been ordered. 
- FOWL ER. I do not wish to protract 
te, but some statements have been 
this evening which ought to be 


t di oa 
nere 

rected 

Several SENATORS. 


Mr. FOWLER. 


No debate. 
Let me get through what 
ive to Say. 
fheVICK PRESIDENT. 


under the 1 


The Senator from 
rules, is entitled to the 


l‘ennessee, 
tioor. 
Mr. FOWLER. Certain statements have 
»» made which are not according to my rec- 
and which do injustice to other mem- 
of the Senate who participated in the 
referred to. 
Several SENATORS. 
Mr. CONKLING., 
y of the Chair. 
VICE PRESIDENT. For what pur- 
se does the Senator from New York rise? 
Mr. CONKLING. I rise to a point 


ollection, 


ratters 
We object to debate. 
I wish to make an in- 


of 


VICEPRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
see will suspend until the Senator from 
‘ew York states his question of order. 
Mr. CONKLING. The point of order I beg 
) submit in the form of a suggestion. We 
ive come now tothe time when an agreement 
the Senate is to be observed, and ‘although 
Chair has said that not to the Chair but to 
the Senate belongs the office of enforcing the 
sreement, I appeal to the honorable Senator 
Tennessee not to do that which if other 
senators follow his example will put an end 
ntirely to the understanding. Hereafter there 
| be abundant opportunity for the Senator 
) make any correction he desires. 
Mr. FOWLER. I intend to now that I 
ean hereafter to take an opportunity to make 
the correction. 


Mr. SCHURZ. 


Say 


Will it be in order 


an yee to the amendment. 


he VICK PRESIDENT. It will be. 
a SCHURZ. Then I move that in the 
<th line of the amendment, after the words 
‘right to vote,’’ in the two places where they 
ur, be added *‘ and to hold office.’’ I move 
amendment for the reason which I took 
occasion to state a few days ago, that if we 
ix to this bill fundamental conditions at all 
ish them to be complete. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. 


issouri moves to 


The Senator from 
amend the amendment of 
colleague. The Secretary will report it. 
lhe Cuter Crerx. The proposed amend- 
mentis, in line six of the pending amendment, 
after the word ‘‘ vote’’ where it occurs in both 
places, to insert the words “‘ and to hold office.” 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
n the amendment to the amendment. 
lhe question being put, there were, on a 
division ae 21, noes 26. 
Mr. SUMNER. I should like 
yeas and nays. 
lhe yeas ‘and nays were ordered. 
Mr. DRAKE. T have merely to say 
reierence to this amendment 
lag Senators. We object 
FOWLER. 
0} cal I shall ask the right to be heard. 
The VICE PRESIDE N’ r. The Senator from 


Missouri has risen under the rules of the Senate. 


Mi 


| 
} 


to have the 


with 


to debate. 


If the discussion is to be 


THE CON 


to move | 


| Senator from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. ¢ 


VG R KS 


Mr. DRAKE. I have merely to state with 
reference to this particular proposition that I 


have another amendment intended to cover 
that point. That is all I wanted to state. 
Mr. McCREERY. Before any vote is taken 


[ desire to state that I have paired with the 
AMERON, } 
who is called home by domestic affliction. It 
he were present he would vote for the amend 
ment and I against it 

lhe question being taken by yeas and nay 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 32; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abl 
Brownlow, Buckingham, Chandler, Edmunds, Wil- 
bert, Ifamlin, Harlan, Harris, Howe, McDonald, 
Morrillof Vermont, Morton,Osborn, Pomeroy, Pratt, 
Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Schurz, Spencer, Sumner, 
Thayer, Warner, Wilson, and Yates—2s. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Carpenter, Casserly, Cole 
Conkling, C ig Cragin, Davis, Drake, Fenton, 
Ferry, | owle , Hamilton, Howard, Kellogg, Morrill 
of Maine, Norton, Nye, Patterson, Ross, Saulshury, 
one yer, Scott, Sherman, Stewat t, Stockton, Thur 

an, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, Willey, and W iL- 
lis tms—32. 

ABSENT—Messrs. 
Pool, and Sprague— 

So thea 
rejected. 

[The VICE PRESIDENT. 
recurs on the amendment of the 
Missouri, [Mr. Drake. ] 

Mr. DRAKE. I call for the reading of the 
amendment, and then for the reading of the 
provisos that were attached to the admission 
of the other insurrectionary States, which | 
end to the Chair. 

Several SENATORS. 
debate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
itis in the nature of debate, but the Senator 
can insist on it. 

Mr. DRAKE. All I want is to show 
absolute identity between the conditions. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senate is going 
to allow debate on this question I should like 
very much to say a few words. 

1 y % “ _ vrvyy rT’ ’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 


will report the : amendment of the Senator from 


yott, Anthony. Boreman, 


Cameron, Cattell, MeCreers 


mendment to the amendment was 


The question 
Senator from 


That is in the nature 


the 


Missouri. 

Mr. DRAKE. I withdraw the reque 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the amendment be 
read. That is not in the nature of a debate. 


The Cuter CLerk. The pendingamendment 
is to add to the bill the following: 

And provided further, That the Stateof \ irginia, is 
ulmitted to representation in Congress as one of th 
States of the Union upon the following fundamental 


condition: that the constitution of Virginia shall 
never beso amended or changed as to deprive any 
citizen or class of citizens of the United States of the 
right to vote who are entitled to vote by the consti 


tution herein rece i, exceptas a punishment for 
-h crimes as are now felonies at common law, 
whereof they shall have been duly convicted under 


yenizer 


laws equally applicable to all the inhabitants of said 
State: Provided, That any alteration of said consti- 
tution prospective in its effeets may be made in 
regard to the time and place of residence of vote 


The question being taken by yeas 
resulted—yeas 31, nay 28; as follows: 

YE AS—Messrs.Abbott,Anthony,Boreman, Brown 
low, Buckingham,Chandler,Cragin, Drake, Edmunds, 
Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan, Harris. Howard, Howe, 
Kellogg, McDonald. Morrill of Vermont, Morton, 
Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, 
Robertson, Spencer, Sumner, Thayer, Wilson, and 
Yates—31 

NAYS~—Messrs. Bayard, Carpenter, Casserly, Cole, 
Conkling, Corbett, Davis, Fenton, Ferry, Fowler 
Hamilton, Morrill of Maine, Norton, Nye, Ross, 
S auls bury, Sawyer, Scott, Sherman, Stewart. Stock- 

Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, Warner, 
W iiley y,and Williams— 

ABSENT—Messrs. Cameron, 
Pool, Schurz,and Sprague—#. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DRAKE. I offer the following further 
amendment to the bill as an additional pro- 
VISsO: 

And provided further, That said State of Virginia 
is admitted to representation in Congress as one of 
the States of the Union upon the following further 
fundamental condition: that it shall never be law- 
ful for the said State to deprive any citizen of the 
United States, on account of his race, color, or pre- 
vious condition of servitude of the right to hold 
office under the constitution and laws of said State, 
or upon any such ground torequire of him any other 
qualifications for office than such as are required of 
all other citizens. 


and nays, 


Cattell, McCreery, 
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| ginia elected under said canstitut 
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On the questi ym of agreeing to this amend 
ment [ call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered: 
taken, resulted—yeas 30, nays 29: 
YEAS Me Abbott, Boreman, Bre 
Buckingh Lm, Chandler, Drake, Edmunds, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howe, 
MeDonalkd, Movrilt of Vermont, Morton, Osborn, 
Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, Riee, Robert 
n, Schurz, Spencer, Sumner, Thayer, Wilson, and 
Yate s vu), 
NAYS 


and being 
as follows: 


ars. whilow, 
Gilbert, 
Kellogg, 


Messrs. Bay 

nkling, Corb tt, 
‘owler, Hamilton, 
, Saulsbury, 


( 
l 
| 
Stockton, 
\ 


ard, Carpenter, C; rly, Cole, 
Cragin, Davis, Fenton, Ferrs 
Morrill of Maine, Norton, Nye. 
Sawyer, Scott, Sherman, Stewart 
Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, Vix 
Varner, Willey, and Williams—2. 

ABSENT Me Anthony, Cameron, Cattell 


y, Pool, and Sprague—t. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON. I 


bill by adding : 


ker 


srs. 


MeCree 


now move to amend th: 
bill by 
And provided further, That the State of Virginia is 
admitted to representation in Congress as oneof the 
States of the Union up mn the following further fund 
amental condition it the Constitution of Virginia 
shall never be so aa d or ‘eh: inged as to deprive 
iny citizen or class of citizens of the United State 
of the school rights and privileges secured by the 
constitution of said State. 
fhe VICE PRESIDENT. 
venture to suggest that by adding the letter 
‘*s’? to the word ‘‘ condition’’ where it occurs 
in the first amendment a great deal of verbiage 
in these amendments will be dispensed with 
Mr. WILSON Let that change be made. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If no objection 
be made this amendment will be altered by 
triking out the first clause down to the words 
‘that the constitution,’’ &e., and the 
amendment of the Senator from Missouri { Mr 


The Chair will 


second 


DrakF]} will be treated in the same way. 

Mr. DRAKE. That can be done the 
Clerk. of course. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Massa 
chusetts, [Mr. Witson }. 

Mr. SUMNER ealled for the yeas and nay 


and they were ordered ; 
si ulted i-¥ 
YEAS Meus -Abbott 


low, Buckingham, 
munds, Gilbert, 


and being taken, re 


as Jl, nays <0; as follows: 
Anthony, Boreman,B 
Chandler, Cragin, Drake, 
Ilamlin, Harlan, Harris, 
Howe, McDonald, Morrill of Vermont, 
Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, 
Robertson, Schurz, Spencer, Sumner, Thayer, 
son, and Yates—3l. 
NAYS—Messrs. B 
Conkling, Corbett, 


rown 
Ed 
Howard. 
Morton, 
Rice, 
Wil 


ayard, 
Davis, 


Car penter, ¢ 
Fenton, 


asserly, Cole, 
Ferry, Fowler, 


Itamilton, Kellogg, Morrill of Maine, Norton, Ny: 
Ross, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Scott, Sherman, Stewart 
Stockton, Thurman, ‘Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers 
Warner, Willey, and Williams—2:. 

ABSEN T—Messrs. Cameron, ‘Cattell, MeCreery, 
Pool, and Sprague— 

the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. MORTON. IL send now to the Chair 


a substitute tor the preamble of the House bill. 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. Does any Sen- 
ator desire to offer an amendment to the text 
of the bill? 

Mr. MORTON. I do not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. No further 
amendment being proposed to the text of the 
bill, the Senator from Indiana proposes an 
amendment to the preamble, which will be 
read, 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment, which 
was to strike out the preamble of the bill 
the following words : 

_ Where as the people of Virginia have adopted acon 

titution republican in form, and have in all respects 
conformed to the requirements of the act of Con 
gress entitled - ‘An act authorizing the submission ot 
the constitutions of Virginia, Mississippi, and Texe us 
to a vote of the people and authorizing the electi: 


of State officers, provided by the said constitutior 


and members of Congress,” approved April 10, 


Therefore. 
And in lieu thereof to insert : 
Whereas the people of Virginia have framed and 


adopted a constitution of State 


goverpme! t whi tl 
is republican; 


and whereas the Legislature of Vir 
ind in pureu 
ance of the reconstructian acts of Congress | 
fied the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States; and whereas the 
performance of these several acts ing od faith wa 
a condition-precedent to the representation of 
State in Congress: There! 


tne 


ore, 
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! 
Mr. TRUMBULL, called for the yeas and | 
nays; and they were ordered, 
Mr. MORTON. 1 strike out the words 
‘‘and in pursuance of the reconstruction acts 
of Congress.’’ Let it be read as modified. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read 
aa modified. | tain the Senate. I came here with the oath 
The Cuter Crerk. As modified the pro- || upon my lips to sustain the Constitution of the 
posed preamble reads; United States. The ‘‘ United States’’ means 
| equal States united, and I never will consent 
| that a member of this Union, especially so 
| glorious and respected a member as the State 
of Virginia, shall come into these Halls by my 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
now is, ‘Shall this bill pass ?’’ 
| Mr. STEWART. On that question I de- 
| mand the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. BAYARD. One word, sir: not to de- 


| 

Whereas the people of Virginia have framed and 
uwlopted a constitution of State government which is || 
republican; and whereas the Legislature of Vir- |} 
wzinia elected under said constitution have ratified || 
the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to the Con- | , 

titution ea United ane and waerene Se per- || yote anything else than the full peer and equal 
formance of these several acts in goo ailth Wus a 7 

eT ee pe representation of the i re ge — pie sku 
stute in Congress: Therefore. | not vo a ar inequality, 

Mr. WILSON. I would snggest tothe Sen- || what this bill now provides for. ae 
ator from Indiana to add after the word “ re- | Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President, with sin- 
publican’? the words * in form.”’ cere sorrow I ftnd myself in a position by the 

Mr. MORTON. No; I considered that, I || action of this body to-day where I shall be 
will say to the Senator. || obliged to vote against this bill. As the Sen- 

Mr. WILSON. Very well. |, ator from Ohio has stated, the amendments 

I'he question being taken by yeas and nays, || made to it I regard as unconstitutional, and I 
resulted—yeas 30, navs 20: as follows: | decline to vote to place upon the State of Vir- 

YEAS—Messrs, Abbott, Anthony, Boreman, || £inia these badges of conquest, of inferiority, 
Brownlow, Buckingham, Chandler, Cole, Cragin, and of insult. s PS et , 
Vrake, Edmunds, Fenton, Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan, || Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. President, it is with 
Larris, Howagd, Howe, McDonald. Morrill of Maine, | sincere regret that I am constrained to cast my 

vote against this bill. I cannot in justification 


Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Osborn, Patterson, 
to myself and the views I entertain cast my 





Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, || 
hurz, Scott, Spencer, Sumner, Thayer, Tipton, | 


Willey, Williams, Wilson, and Yates—wv9, ‘ : . 8 
NAY'S—Messrs.' Bayard, Carpenter, Casserly, || Vote In favor of it as it is now presented to the 
Conkling, Corbett. Davis, Ferry, Fowler, Hamilton, | consideration of the Senate. : 
iiellogg, Norton, Nye, Saulsbury, Sherman, Stewart, || Mr. VICKERS. Ihave never believed, sir, 
tockton, Thurman, Trambull, Vickers, and War- |) that Virginia was out of the Union. There- 


ner. 
ABSENT—Messrs. Cameron, Cattell, McCreory, | 
Pool, Ross, and Sprague—i. 


So the amendment to the preamble was 


fore I decline to vote that she shall come into 
the Union. I would cheerfully vote for the 
original proposition, that she is entitled to rep- 
agreed to. || resentation. My opinion is that she has always 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question || been entitled to representation in the Union ; 
recurs on ordering the amendments to be || but, clogged as this bill is with these unconsti- 
engrossed, and the bill to be read the third | tutional provisions, I shall be obliged to vote 
time. || in the negative. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish, with the leave || Mr. NORTON. As the indulgence of the 
of the Senate, to say one word in explanation || Senate seems to have been given, in violation 
of the vote L shall give on this bill. | of the understanding, to Senators to explain 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is not according to || the reasons of the vote they shall give on the 
the understanding. | passage of this bill, I avail myself of the cour- 

Mr. THURMAN. | tesy of the Senate in that regard. [I shall not 
an argument. ; vote for this bill for the reason that I am unwill- 

Several Senarors. Let the bill be read a || ing to put upon the record my assent to the 
third time, and speak on its final passage. roposition that the Congress of the United 

Mr. THORMAN. It is immaterial to me Bakes can make constitutions for any State. 
when I do it. | The Secretary proceeded to call the roll on 


I am not going to make 








The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill is not || the passage of the bill. 
on its final passage as yet. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
its third reading. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it have its third 


reading. | 
| 


te ee: | Before the result was announced, 
I know itisnot: itison |; Mr. KELLOGG. I call for the reading of 
| the sixteenth rule. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
| Louisiana desires the sixteenth rule to be read. 

The Secretary will read it. 
The Secretary read as follows: 

| “16, When the yeas and nays shall be called for by 


one fifth of the Senators present, each Senator called 
upon shall, unless for special reasons he be excused 
| 


Mr. THURMAN. If the Senate please I 
would rather say what I have to say now. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Ohio prefers to speak now. 

Mr. THURMAN. As anxious as I have 
been for the restoration of Virginia to her 
rights I cannot vote for an unconstitutional 
bill, at least one that I am clearin my own 
mind is unconstitutional, even to effect that 
purpose. The amendments that have been 
put on this bill to-day make it, in my judg- 
inent, plainly unconstitutional; and i shall, 
therefore, be compelled to vote against it. 

Mr. STOCKTON, I am constrained, also, 





by the Senate, declare openly and without debate his 
assent or dissent tothe question, In taking the yeas 
and nays, and upon the call of the Senate, the names 
of the Senators shall be called alphabetically.’ 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Before announc- 
ing the result of the vote, the Chair desires to 
state to persons on the floor and in the gal- 

| leries that manifestations which have some- 
times occurred of applause or dissent in the 
settlement of great questions are so unseemly 
that they should not be tolerated in a delibera- 
tive body. Those who are present upon the 
floor of the Senate and those who are present 
in the galleries are there in accordance with 
the rules of this body. It is not respectful to 
the Senate, it is not respectful to the rules of 
the body, and it is not respectful to themselves 
to indulge in these demonstrations. The Chair 
therefore trusts there will be no manifestation, 
either of approval or disapproval on the an- 
nouncement of the result of the vote. 

The vote was then announced—yeas 47, 
nays 10, as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Abbott, 
Brownlow, Buckingham, Ca: 


to vole against this bill, and in one word my 
reason for it is this: | look upon it as a bill to 
exclude Virginia perpetually from being an 
equal State in this Union. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I have determined for 
the last hour not to vote for this bill. Iwould 
rather leave Virginiasolitary and alone forever, 
as she is now, than consent to thus deprive her 
of her equal rights. 
the past, and 
my vote. 

Several Senators. 
tion |’ 

The amendments were ordered to be en- 

rossed and the bill to be read the third time. 
he bill was read the third time. 


s. She has been glorious in 
will not degrade her now by 


**Question!"’ ‘ Ques- 


Anthony. Boreman, 
enter, Chandler, Cole, 
rake, Edmunds, Fen- 


Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, 


| 


ene 
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ton, Ferry, Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan, Harri 
, ’ 4 , , , r 

ard, Howe, Kellogg, MeDonaid, Morrill of ig" 
Morton, Nye, Osborn, Pattetson, Pomeroy, pee 
Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Ross, Sawyer Soha 
Scott, Sherman, Spencer, Stewart, Tipton, Trumi.\) 
Warner, Willey, Williams, Wilson, and Yates—j-" 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Casserly, Davis, Fow!,, 
Hamilton, Norton, Saulsbury, Stockton, Thurm..' 
and Vickers—10. 

ABSENT~ Messrs. Cameron, Cattell, | 


‘ . 1 . et ie 
Morrill of Vermont, Pool, Sprague, Sumner.” 
Thayer—8. ; 


So the bill was passed. 
THE CURRENCY. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I now move, in ordo; 
to leave it as the unfinished business for Moy. 
day, that the Senate proceed to the consider. 
ation of the bill (S. No. 878) to provide y 
national currency of coin notes and to equal. 
ize the distribution of cireulating notes, 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 


Mr. RAMSEY. I move that when the Sey 
ate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet oy 
Monday next. 

Mr. CONKLING. Pending that motion, | 
move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion js 
in order. The Senator from Minnesota, wit) 
the consent of the Senate, moves that wher 
the Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to mee: 
on Monday next; and pending that motion, 
the Senator from New York moves that the 
Senate do now adjourn, which motion ha 
priority. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The questioy 
recurs on the motion of the Senator from Min 
nesota that when the Senate adjourns to-day: 
adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

rhe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORTON. I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 21, 1870. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
NORTH CAROLINA POST ROUTE. 


Mr. COBB, of North Carolina, by unaui 
mous consent, introduced a bill (H. RB. No. 
885) to establish a post route from Elizabet! 
City to Roanoke Island, North Carolina: 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, I take this 
occasion to ask unanimous consent that leave 
be granted for the Committee of Ways and 
Means to sit during the sessions of the House. 
This consent, I understand, has not been ac: 
corded to that committee during this Congress. 
At the same time I desire to say to the House 
that it is the expectation of the committee 
early next week, probably Monday, that the 
revision of the tariff bill now before them will 
be completed and reported to the House; and 
after it is reported and ordered to be printed 
for the use of members the committee have 
instructed me to move on the first fitting occa 
sion to go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union to take up House bill 
No. 1, to reduce into one act and to amend the 
laws relating to internal taxes. 

There was no objection; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

BANKING AND CURRENCY COMMITTEE. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | 
ask the same permission for the Committee 0” 


Banking ar Currency ; for the pressure of 
business before that committee is such as to 
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require us to sit during the sessions of the 
House. er ‘ 
[here was no objection; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 
PRIVATE 
The SPEAKER stated that under the rules 
‘his was setapart as private bill day, and during 
‘he morning hour reports of a private nature 
were in order from the committees, beginning 
‘th the Committee of Elections. 
DWIGHT J. M’CANN. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, from 
the Committee of Claims, submitted an adverse 
report in the case of Dwight J. McOann; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 


printed. 


BILL DAY. 


Ww 


JONAS W. NYE. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, from 
the same committee, also submitted an adverse 
report in the case of Jonas W. Nye; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

LAWRENCE L. MERRY 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, from 
the same committee, also reported a bill (H. 
i. No. 886) for the relief of Lawrence L. Merry, 
collector of internal revenue for the twentieth 
district of New York ; which was read a first 
and second time. 

The billauthorizes the Secretary of the Treas 
ury in adjusting the accounts of Lawrence L. 
Merry, collector of internal revenue for the 
twentieth district of New York, to credit him 
with the sum of $3,696 73, the amount of rev- 
enue stamps stolen from the American Express 
Company’ ssafe and from the post office at Llion, 
Herkimer county, New York, on the night of 
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the 9th of October, 1866, and for which amount | 


said collector is responsible to the Treasury of 
the United States, provided that it shall then 
still appear that the theft of said stamps was 
without the collusion, privity, or fault of the 
said collector. 


The report of the committee, which was read, 


ets forth the facts in detail, and states that the 
loss of revenue stamps has been fully proved 
to the amount specified in the bill. 
Mr. WASHBt 
to state to the House in a very few words the 


IRN, of Massachusetts. I wish 


iction of the committee upon this case, and | 


then the House if they see fit to indorse the 
action of the committee will do so; otherwise 
they can reverse the decision of the committee. 
We are all aware that in allowing persons 


who have lost stamps a release from their | 


obligation therefor is a dangerous precedent 
unless the evidence is verystrong. Therefore, 
in all instances where applications have been 
made before the committee in cases of this 
class, we have held every individual strictly to 
this point, that he must satisfy the committee 
that he exercised due caution as to the place 
where the stamps were kept. In a word, the 
postmaster, being appointed by the Post Office 
Department to keep stamps, if he deposits those 
stamps in the safe provided by the Post Office 
Department, or if he deposits them in the 
safest place in the town in which the post office 
is kept, and the safe is broken open and robbed 
without any fault of his; if he has done all in 
his power for the safekeeping of the Govern- 
ment propesty the committee have thought 
it was hard to hold that individual responsible. 
But if in a given instance those stamps were 
not kept in such safe places, but the postmaster 
was careless in the loss of them, did not exer- 
cise due care and caution in the manner of 
securing that property, the committee in all 
such cases has refused the application. 

In this case the stamps were deposited in the 
safe of the express office, which the evidence 
shows to be the safest place in the town in 
which the post office was located, and that 
burglars, on the night on which this safe was 
broken open, also broke open the safes of sev- 
eral merchants in the town. There seemed on 
that night to be a general levy on the town. 

he committee came to the concltsion that 


| the collector having done all in his power to 
keep these stamps in the safest possible place 
he could find, and being robbed, under those 
circumstances they should recommend this bill 
for his relief to the favorable consideration of 

| the House. If the House, however, should 
desire a different principle to be adopted, and 
should say that under no circumstances are they 
in favor of releasing this class of applicants, 
the committee will consider such action on the 
part of the House as an instruction that here- 
after no relief under any circumstances what- 
ever shall be afforded to this class of applicants. 
Bat the committee consider that if any such 
yerson is to be relieved—and it will be recol 
ected that last session the committee reported 
a bill relieving a collector who was robbed 
under similar circumstances and whose stamps 
were in the very same safe as in this case, and 

, taken on the very same evening—this is a case 
in which relief should be granted. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Willthe gentleman yield 
to me for a question ? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. 
tainly. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Does the law require at 
the hands of the various collectors as a part 
of their duty that they shall receive and sell 
internal revenue stamps ? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. I 
understand so. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It 


Cer- 


seems to me, Mr. 


Speaker, that the passage of this bill will seta | 


very dangerous precedent which may be applied | 


to a great many cases which will arise with 


reference not only to collectors, but to many | 


other officers who are made depositaries of 
Government money. 
the selling of stamps a pe of the duty of a 
collector requires a bond of him covering the 
stamps that are deposited with him as well as 
the money which he receives in virtue of his 


office as collector. The salaries which we pay 


The law which makes | 


these collectors are not only to some extent | 


proportioned to the duties they have to dis- 
charge, but have reference to the risks they 
incur in consequence of the amounts of money 
in their possession. They account themselves 
the insurers of the money which they receive. 
We pay them for insuring the Government 
money which is in their hands, and we require 
a bond of them that they shall refiad all 
moneys or pay over all moneys received by 
them as such officers of the Government. 
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to his hands, tor reasons which are very well 
stated in the books. 

It was supposed that there was some hard 
ship in this rule, and Congress on tl 


ue Lh ¢ 
May, 1866, passed an act which provided t! 


‘the Court of Claims should have j risdi 


Now, the principle of this bill relieves them | 
as insurers of Government funds and says that | 


they shall not be responsible as such, at least 
against thieves and burglars. Iam aware that 
we have legislated in accordance with the 
recommendation of the committee in former 
cases. But I have always thought it was adan- 
gerous course, and I think so still, because if 
we send it abroad to the world that we are to 
relieve these parties and others similarly sit- 
uated, these collectors and postmasters will 
relax that diligence which the law requires at 
their bands as guardians of Government funds 
and with which they would be disposed to guard 
their own. This money and these stamps 
while in their possession belong to them vir- 
tually, and there is just as much propriety in 
our relieving them from loss bythe robbery of 
their own private funds as there is of this. 

I am not undertaking to say that the proof 
is not sufficient as to all the facts stated in this 
report, but it seems to me that with every fact 
fully established, it is not the duty of Congress 
to afford relief in this and all similar cases. 
We pay them for these duties and should hold 
them to a strict accountability. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. I 
now yield two minutes to the gentleman from 
Ohio, | Mr. Lawrence. ] 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I do not rise so much 
for the purpose of opposing the bill reported 
by the Ccmisaitien of Claims as I do to makea 
remark applicable to cases like this generally. 
At common law, as is well known, every officer 
is responsible for funds or property intrusted 


| was willing t 
of 


Ml 


to hear and determine the claims of any 
master, quartermaster, commissary of su 
ence, or other disbarsing officer of the U 
ted States, or his administrators or ex: 
tors, for relief from responsibility on ace 
of losses by capture or otherwise, while in 
the line of his duty, of Government funds, 
vouchers, records, and papers in his charg 
and for which such officer is held responsib| 
Now, it seems to me that if Congress shal 
determine that it is wise to give relief in t 
class of cases, it is better to give the Cou: 
of Claims jurisdiction, so that they may hea 
proof and so that both sides of the cont 
versy may be heard. I do not myself think 
that any of this legislation is wise, but if re 
lief is to be granted, I submit to the gentle 
man who has charge of this bill, and to the 
House, that it is better to provide by a gen 
eral law to give the Court of Claims jurisdix 
tion, where these questions can be much better, 
much more fully investigated than they can 
be here, and the Committee of Claims will be 
relieved of the onerous duty of investigating 
these claims. Every man here knows v 
well that it is utterly impossible for a Com 
mittee of Claims to fully and thoroughly invest 
igate fhese cases where only one side is heard 

In the Court of Claims the Government 
represented by counsel, and it is made thei 
duty to investigate every case and furnish t! 
court with all the evidence which may be pro; 
erly found applicable. I submit that this case 
is one of great importance, not so much b 
cause of the particular sum of money from 
which it is proposed to relieve this officer, as 
because of the general principle involved, which 
we shall adopt if this fil shall pass. I simply 
designed to call the attention of the House t 
the subject, and I hope that on consideratio 
the committee having this bill in charge and 
the House will determine that whatever relief 
ought to be granted it would be better to grant 
under a general law which the committee may 
report for that purpose. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. I! 
yield fortwo or three minutes to the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Lartry.] 

Mr. LAFLIN. This is a case affecting the 
late collector of the district which I have tl 
honor to represent. It is a matter with which 
I am thoroughly acquainted, and I stand per 
sonally senpeeble hav after the most care 
ful and thorough examination that I can give 
to the matter, for all the facts or statements 
of facts set forth in that report. The simple 
question for the House to determine is this 
whether a public officer having fulfilled as far 
as he had the power the obligations resting 
upon him to preserve the stamps intrusted to 
him, and having been robbed of the same in a 
manner notorious to all the community, recog 
nized by everybody, shall still be held respons 
ible to the Government for those stamps. It 
is nothing more nor less than this ; and when 
the gentleman wishes this matter to go to the 
Court of Claims upon the ground that the Com- 
mittee of Claims is unable to ascertain all the 
facts of the case because the evidence would 
be entirely upon one side, | wish to state here 
to the House that [ hope I have established a 
sufficient character in this House to warrant 
me in believing that the House will trust me 
when I say that I would be as far as either the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Bensamry] or 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Lawrence] 
from indorsing any action on the part cf the 
committee that would establish an unsafe and 
unwarrantable precedent. And it was a long 
time after this petition was presented, although 
this collector is from my own district, that | 
press this matter before the 


ru 


r 


Oo 
ron 


Committe: 
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But after [ had examined all the facts in the 
case, and had become perfectly satisfied that 
there had been no opportunity for this man to 
defraud the Government in any way, | went 
before the Committee of Claims and did what 
I could to secure favorable action on hisclaim. 
This was not done hastily ; I allowed the matter 
to sleep during a portion of the Thirty- Ninth 
and most of the Fortieth Congresses. The com- 
inittee were ready to report this bill just at the 
close of the Fortieth Congress. There were 
two bills of this character ; one was passed by 


the House without opposition, and this only | 
fuiled because the morning hour expired. The | 


robbery happened at the same time in both 
Cases. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. 
briefly repeat the facts in this case. The col- 


I will | 


lector in this case kept his stamps in the safest | 


possible place in town. The committee are 
satisfied that the sale of the express company 
was the best safe inthe town. There is no 
bank there, and the officer did all he could to 
protect the property of the Government. 


Un- | 


der these circumstances burglars broke open | 


the safe and stole the property of the Govern- 


ment, there being no fault on the part of this | 


oficer, he having done the best he could to 
protect the property of the Government. 


like circumstances, and that the Government 
cannot hold its officer responsible under like 
circumstances. Therefore the committee have 
reported this bill. 

Mr. WELKER. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask a question ? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. 
tainly. 

Mr. WELKER, I want to ask the gentle- 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Wasusurn] 
whether this case was submitted to the com- 
mittee on sworn testimony ? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. It 


Cer- 


mah 


Mr. WELKER. I desire to say that when 
tue Committee of Claims have investigated a 
subject like this on sworn evidence I would 
as leave concur in the recommendation of the 


committee as to refer the matter to the Court 


of Claims, considering the manner in which || 


that court, from want of time, is compelled to 
consider and decide such cases. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. L now 
call the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 


The | 
committee believe that no business man would | 
hold his agent responsible for an hour under | 





main question ordered ; and under the opera- | 
tion thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed | 


aud read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, moved 
to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

FREDERICK BROSIVE. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachuseits, moved 
that the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition 
and papers in the case of l’rederick Brosive for 
timber used by the Government, and that the 
same be laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to; and the report 
accompanying the same ordered to be printed, 
J. G. LANE. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, also 
moved that the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 
petition and papers in the case of J. G. Lane, 
of lowa, for compensation for property de- 
stroyed by Indians, and that the same be laid 
on the table. 

The motion was agreed to; and the report 
accompanying the same ordered to be printed. 


JAMES F. SHATTUCH. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, also 


|| (H. R. No. 


moved that the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 


petition and papers in the case of Lieutenant | 


. Shattuch for relief, and that the same 
be laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to; and the report 
accompanying the same ordered to be printed. 


James i 


HARRIET R, CLINTON, 


Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill (H. R. No. 
887) for the relief of Harriet R. Clinton ; 
which was read a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read at length, provides 
that the Paymaster General of the Army shall 
pay to Mrs. Harriet R. Clinton, widow of 
Charles W. Clinton, late second lieutenant of 
the first regiment of Wisconsin cavalry, out of 
any money appropriated for the use of the pay 
department, the sum of $724, for the military 
service of her husband from October 1, 1863, 
to March 29, 1864. 

Mr. KELSEY and Mr. BENJAMIN called 
for the reading of the report. 

The report wasread. It states that Charles 
W. Clinton was appointed and commissioned 
by the Governor of Wisconsin second lieu- 


tenant of company I, first regiment Wisconsin | 
He was | 


cavalry, on the Ist of October, 1863. 
immediately ordered on recruiting service, and 
eulisted forty recruits previous to January 25, 
1864, his own company then numbering eighty- 
four men. He was then ordered to Murtrees- 


| boro’, Tennessee, and on his way was taken 


sick with typhoid fever or typhoid pneumonia. 
Upon reaching Murfreesboro’, he was so sick 


| that he was at once taken to Stauton hospital, 


where he died on the 29th of March, 1864, 
without having been mustered into the service 


| and without having been paid for the valuable 
| services he had rendered. 


Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. T call 
previous question. 


The previous question was seconded and the 


for the 


| main question ordered ; and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
| for a third reading. 


z. Being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JOHN M. BROOME AND OTHERS 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a joint resolution 
124) for the relief of John M. 
Broome and others, of the band of the twelfth 


| Kentucky infantry; which was read a first and 
| second time. 


Thejoint resolution, which was read, recitesin 
the preamble that John Martin Broome, leader 
of the band of the twelfth regiment Kentucky 


| volunteer infantry, and Adam Skilling, Chris- 


tian Kuboz, George Scott, and Rudolf Van- 
deran, musicians of the first class, George Hoef- 


| linger, Peter Oehlschlager, John Eck, and 


Philip Weiss, musicians of the second class, 
and Alvis Berg, and Philip Hermann, (the last 


| named having died in hospital on'the 31st March, 


1862, ) musicians of the third class, were enlisted 


‘| as the band of musicians of the twelfth Ken- 


tucky infantry on the 3d of January, 1862, and 
performed service and were discharged by the 
authority of law and military regulations as the 


| band of said regiment on the 10th of September, 


1862, without having been paid and without hav- 
ing furnished to the War Department the proper 
rolls of muster-in and muster-out of service. 
The resolution therefore directs the proper ofli- 
cers of the War and Treasury Departments 
to allow to said musicians the same pay and 
allow ances from the time of their wallet yest 
to the date of their discharge as though their 
muster-rolls had been properly furnished and 
were in all respects regular. 


January 2), 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I call for the readin 
|| the report. 

The report was read. 

Mr. COBB of Wisconsin. 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and th 
main question ordered; and under the opera. 
tion thereof the joint resolution was ordere, 
to be engrossed for a third reading. Being ey, 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third ke 
and passed. : , 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, moved to reco, 
sider the vote by which the joint resolitio, 
was passed; and also moved that the motio, 
| to reconsider be laid on the table. a 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


D. W. MARTINDALE. 


Mr. HOLMAN, from the Committee 9: 
Claims, on adversely upon the petitio, 
of D. W. Martindale, praying for compensa. 
tion for property taken and destroyed by the 
Government of the United States; which wa, 
| laid on the table. 


JOHN POTTS. 


Mr. HOLMAN also, from the Committee 
Claims, reported back adversely a bill (H,. k. 
No, 284) for the relief of John Potts; which 
was laid on the table. 


JOSEPH RETZELL, 


Mr. HOLMAN also, from the Committee o; 
Claims, reported adversely upon the petitioy 
of Joseph Retzell, a citizen of West Virginia, 
asking the passage of an act of Congress to pay 
him for work and labor performed and mate 

rials, &c., furnished the United States during 
| the rebellion; which was laid on the table. 


JOSEPH HARMON. 


Mr. HOLMAN also, from the Committee o: 
Claims, reported a bill (H. R. No. 888) fo 
the relief of Captain Joseph Harmon, fifih 
Indiana cavalry; which was read a first and 
;| second time. 

The bill, which was read, proposes to allow 
to Joseph Harmon, late captain of the fifth 
regiment of Indiana volunteer cavalry, the pa; 
of a captain of cavalry in the volunteer servic: 
from July 20, 1864, to April 6, 1865, deducting 
the amount paid him as sergeant of cavalry in 
the same regiment for the same period; th: 
amount to be paid out of money appropriated 
or to be appropriated for the payment of tli 
Army of the United States. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [ask that the report accom 

| panying the bill be read. 
| 


§ of 


I call for t} 


ie 











The Clerk read the report. It states that i 
appears from the memorial and the evidence 
that Captain Harmon was promoted July 20. 
1864, from the position of sergeant to that o! 
| captain of company F’, filling a proper vacancy ; 
that he performed duty as such, was captured 
on the 31st of July following in the line of his 
duty, and was imprisoned until his discharg: 
in the spring of 1865 ; that he was mustered as 
captain from April 6, 1865, on the commission 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| of the Governor of Indiana, his capture au( 
| imprisonment having prevented his being mus 
| tered as such previously. The committee there 
| fore recommend tiat he be allowed from July 
| 20, 1864, to April 6, 1865, the pay of a captain 
| of cavalry, deducting therefrom the amount paid 
him for any lower grade of military service for 
that period. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 

question. 

| Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 

| gentleman to yield to me. 
| Mr. HOLMAN. I will after this bill he 

been disposed of. 

| The previous question was seconded aud th: 

_ main question ordered ; and under the operé 

| tion thereof the bill was ordered to be engrosse“ 

| and read a third time; and being engrosse«, 

‘it was accordingly read the third time, an 
| passed. 
|| Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I mov 
'! to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 





I call for the previous 


I ask thi 


: 
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assed. 1 understand the gentleman from Indi- 
ana is Willing to yield to me for fifteen minutes, 
and I propose now, as there are bills passing 
through the House for the purpose of taking 
money out of the Treasury of the United States, 
+ call the attention of the House briefly to the 
matter of the finances. I do it with the more 
-eluctance, sir, because I am obliged to refute 
the statement of facts of a colleague of mine, 
whom I have sent for and hope to see in his 
seat, Which has made a false impression upon 
‘he country, however little calculated by him 
1 do so. I understand the whole scope of the 
.rgument of the learned chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations [ Mr. Dawes] arises 

mm a false understanding of the facts. 

“Mr. BENJAMIN. Lrise toa point of order, 


that 
tua 


tinent to the pending bill; and I hope we shall 


ih 


5 


the remarks of the gentleman are not per- | 


t have the morning hour, devoted to private | 


hills, taken up by general discussion of the | 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I am 


howing why this bill should not pass in the | 


esent condition of the finances of the country. 
The SPEAKER. 
by the gentleman from Missouri is one of the 
most difficult the Chair was ever called on to 
lecide, and that is the latitude to which debate 
may extend under the present motion. 

\r. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I want 
io premise that 1 have known the learned 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
(Mr. Dawes] for many years and have differed 
with him politically about as long, more or less, 
ind that I am sure he is never actuated by any 
mproper motive. 


Mr. RANDALL. 


The poiut of order raised 


The point of order raised | 


bythe gentleman from Missouri was not decided 


by the Speaker. 
or the other. 

The SPEAKER. What is the gentleman's 
int of order? Does he renew the point of 
the gentleman from Missouri, or make the 
point that the Chair did not rule on it? 

Mr. RANDALL. My point of order is that 
the Speaker did not rule on the point of order 
raised by the gentleman from Missouri. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules that 
point of order. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The fund- 
amental error of the learned chairman’s re 
marks was this—— 

Mr. RANDALL. I rise to another point 
oforder. I renew the point of order as stated 
by the gentleman from Missouri, and ask the 
Speaker to rule on it. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania raises the question of order that the 
remarks of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
are not pertinent to the motion to reconsider. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts must con- 
tine his remarks to the pending bill. 

Mr. DAWES. LI hope the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will withd raw his point of order. 

Mr. RANDALL. I withdraw my point of 
order. 

Mr. DAWES. Nothing can be more im- 
portant to the country than to ascertain the 
real facts. 

Mr. RANDALL. I only did it to have the 
Speaker decide a point of order when it is 
raised, 

Mr. DAWES. No one desires to know the 
truth more than I do. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 


I want it disposed of one way 


I renew the point of 


| to this bill. 


| remarks should be confined to the bill under | 


| with the remarks I proposed to make. 


is more diflicult to rule on than the latitude 
of debate. The gentleman must discuss the 
bill before the House and nothing else. But 
the point raised by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania the Chair sustains, so far as requiring 
that the gentleman from Massachusetts shall, 
under the rules of the House, confine his re- 
marks to the merits or demerits of the bill 
under consideration. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
to show that we are not as 
are supposed to be, and therefore we shall 
have money enough to pay this claim. [Laugh- 
ter.| I was about saying that my friend from 
Massachusetts [ Mr. Dawes] made this funda- 
mental error in his speech. He compared the 
first year of General Grant's administration 
with the last year of Andrew Johnson’s—— 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I rise to a point of order. 
It is that the gentleman's remarks are not per 
tinent to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair has _ twice 
ruled that it is the duty of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Burien] to confine his 
remarks to the bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I have 
done so, and it will be very difficult to choke 
me off. [ Laughter. | 

Now, sir, I was about saying inthe midst of 
the difficulties with which | am surrounded, 
that my friend from Massachusetts[ Mr. Dawes ] 
committed a very grave mistake in the esti 
mates he made of the necessities of this Gov- 
erument for the ensuing year. He said that 
he compared the estimates of the first year of 
General Grant with the estimates of the money 
with which Andrew Johnson said that he could 
run the Government for a year. ‘There is the 
fundamental error. He has compared the first 
year of General Grant with a year- 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Lagain rise tothe point 
of order. I have not heard from the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts one word in regard 
[ understand the Speaker to have 


[ propose 
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eXtravagant as we || 


ruled two or three times that the gentleman’s | 


consideration. I insist on the enforcement of 
the rule. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I insist 
that my remarks are pertinent, for the reason 
that I have already stated. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is compelled to 
rule that the line of remarks pursued by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts is not in order 
ou the consideration of this bill. A motion to 


reconsider « vote by which a private bill was || 


passed brings up the merits of the bill itself, 


and to these the gentleman must underthe rules | 


of the House confine his remarks. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 

ruling of the Chair [ will not attempt to go on 

{ had 


supposed, however, that if I had proceeded to 


| show that we ought not to pass a private bill 
| because we were taking money from the Treas- 


order, as I want to save this day for private | 


bills. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair makes the same 
ruling. 

Mr. HOLMAN. This point of order comes 
too late, as the gentleman from Massachusetts 
had proceeded with his remarks. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. How could we know 
that his remarks were not in order until he 
had begun to make them? 

Che SPEAKER. The Chair has indicated 


his ruling in response to the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania. 


ury which was needed for the general purposes 


| of the Government, that that line of remarks 


| to allow my colleague to go on. It isofas much | 


As the Chair has said, nothing |! 


was perfectly in order. But I do not mean to 
appeal from the ruling of the Chair. I propose 
to obtain an opportunity of proceeding with 
these remarks. 

Mr. DAWES. I appeal again to the House 
importance to me as to any other one that, if 
I have committed a fundamental error, I should 
be set right. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. We have no 
objection over here to the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts proceeding with his remarks. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Missouri withdraw his objection” 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I do not. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Then I 
give notice that as soon as the morning hour 
expires I will move that the House go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. I withdraw the motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. Reports are still in order 


from the Committee of Claims. 


Under the || 
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BARNABAS LEACH. 


Mr. MOORE, of Illinois, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported back the bill (H. 
R. No. 15) for the relief of Barnabas Leach, 


| a citizen of Elmira, New York, with the ree 
| ommendation that it do aot pass; and moved 


that the same be laid on the table. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I would suggest that the 
committee having reported adversely on this 
bill, the speech of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Bur.er] might be in order to 
show that the claim ought to be paid. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JAMES L. RIDGLEY. 


Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, from the Commit- 
tee of Claims, reported a joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 125) for the relief of James L. Ridg- 
ley, collector of internal revenue for the sec- 
ond district of Maryland; which was read a 
first and second time. 

The joint resolution authorizes the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury and the accounting offi 
cers in his Department, in the settlement of the 
account of James M. Ridgley, collector of 
internal revenue for the second district of 
Maryland, to credit him with the sum of 
$1,617 75, internal revenue stamps stolen from 
his office, if it shall appear that said loss was 
without fault or negligence on his part. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin. I move the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, moved to recon 


| sider the vote by which the joint resolution 


was passed ; and also moved that the motion 


| to reconsider be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ADVERSE REPORTS. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, trom 


| the Committee of Claims, reported adversely 


on the following petitions ; which were severally 
laid on the table, and the reports ordered to 
be printed. 

‘The petition of Henry Lenhart ; 

The petition of Green and Trainor, of Sacra 
mento, California ; 

The petition of Simon Van Etten, of 
ing, New York; and 

The petition of Mrs. Catharine Jackson. 


Corn 


ANNA SACKETT. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, from 
the same committee, reported back, with the 
recommendation that it do not pass, the bill 
(H. R. No. 1855) to pay Anna Sackett for a 
horse lost by her husband in the late war; and 


moved that the same be laid on the table. 


The motion was agreed to. 
8. & H. SAYLES. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, from 
the same committee, reported back, with the 
recommendation that it do pass, the bill (S. 
No. 47) for the relief of S. & H. Sayles. The 
bill directs the Secretary of War to pay the 
sum of $88,688 15 to S. & H. Sayles, of Con 
necticut, in full satisfaction and discharge of 
all claims and demands whatever of said parties 
upon the Government of the United States 
arising out of the contract made by them in 
the month of March, 1865, to furnish clothing 
for the Army of the United States. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. | 
move the previous question on the bill. 
Mr. KELSEY. call for the reading of th 


report. 


The SPEAKER. The morning bh ha 
expired, and the bill goes over. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND KEFERKED 
On motion of Mr. MOORE, of Illinois, by 


unanimous consent, the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads was discharg ed from th: 
further consideration of the pe 


‘ 


ition of 
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ame was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The SPEAKER. TheChair desires to state 
for the information of members, as cases are 
all the time arising, that papers on the files of 
the House which it is desired to have referred 
to committees of the present Congress may be 
withdrawn at the Clerk’s desk. When it is 


i| 
Scott, of Fayette county, [linois; and the || years of his life it is not singular if with his nat- 


| wrally decided cast of mind he should have fallen | 


desired to withdraw papers entirely from the || 


files of the House leave of the House must be 
granted upon open request. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. NEGLEY. 
sonal explanation. 

Mr. BURDET! I ri 
privilege. 5 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Burowrr] object to the gentle- 


I ask leave to make a per- 


elo a question ol 


man from Pennsylvania making a personal | 


explanation ? 

Mr. BURDETT. 
gonutleman want ? 

Mr. NEGLEY. About three minutes. 

Mr. BURDETT. I do not object. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Let me hear 
what the personal explanation is about. 

Mr. NEGLEY. It is in relation to remarks 
of a member made upon this floor in reference 
to the character and reputation of my prede- 
cessor and the honor and integrity of my con- 
stituents. I desire to make no attack. [wish 
to have read an article from a paper. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair hears no objec 
tion. 

Mr. NEGLEY. Mr. Speaker, during my 
absence, and when members upon the other 
side of the House were enjoying a confession 
of faith, the member from the Luzerne district 
{Mr. Woopwarp] went far out of his way to 
attack my predecessor, General Moorhead, and 
the honor and integrity of my constituents. 
What motives prompted him at that time to 
make that attack [am ata logsto know. Sub- 

equently, however, he repented and attempted 
to make an apology for that attack ; both times 
during my absence upon another line of duty. 
| desire to have read an article in the Pittsburg 
Vaily Post, the only Democratic daily paper 
iu western Pennsylvania, a very respectable 
journal, published by an editor who is always 
willing and anxious to do justice between 
parties. 

lhe Clerk read as follows: 
1858.—When, some day: 

ice, we wrote a fow lines to say that Genoral Moor- | 
head was ‘not a repndiator’ in 1858, we had no 

lea that it would be necessary to refer to the sub- 
ject again. But it seems that a mere spark ha 
kindled a considerable flame, and we feel compelled 
to ‘assist’ in elucidating what should not be but | 
which seems to be a difficult question. 

* Judge Woonpwakpb has seen proper to make what 
iey call in Congress an ‘explanation’ about the 


How much time does the 


{bout repudiation in 


+} 


viter—hut itis evident that in the Judgo’s vocab 
tlary, ‘explanation’ does.not remotely mean ‘re 
iraction.’ ‘Theallegation of Judge Woopwarp was | 
that “General Meorhead could not get elected to | 
f ongress until be turned repudiator and ran upon | 


Lt was necessary bor him to 
arepudiator before he could 


the repudiation ticket. 
ump the country a 
ire his election. 
’ Now hereisacharge as clear and direct as was ever 
iid in any indictment, and the oniy atonement that 
ul be made to General Moorhead, if it could not 
proven, was its brief and explicit retraction. But 
judge Woopwakp simply ‘explains’ that he did 
t believe Genoral Moorhead was a‘ repudiator at 
heart’ hke Thomas Williams, but ‘a repudiator in 
|, who was adroit enough as a politician to secure 
e suffrages of his fellow-citizens without sym- 
thizing in the overmastering passion which agi 
tod the masses’ [in favor of repudiation, |} 
Of course it was te be presumed that when Judge 
\y oopwARD asked leaveto ‘explain’ hehad something 
'o withdraw or to modify, but surely there is nothing 
thdrawn or retracted or restated or modified in his 
remarks ; nothing but that hethought the mattorim- 
portant encugh to be recalled. ow, as the repu- 
Lration contest in Alloghany county was one ‘all of 
which we saw, part of which we were,’ as our bews- 
paper was the only one of any party which, disregard- 
Ing the clamor of the hour, took and maintained ten- | 
able ground on the question and stood throughout | 
upon the safe and honest footing to which all parties | 
returned at last, and as wo wero especially perse- | 
cuted as an editor, as a politician, and as a citizen in 
this behalf, we must he allowed to state our ‘ expe- 
rience, | 
“And first we will premise that as JudgeWoupwarp 
bas filled exalted and judicial positions for thirty 
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into dogmatic habits in uttering his necessarily un- 
disputed charges, orders, and opinions. But when 
the judge is changed into the legislator we have a 
right to expect that all his statements shall, if equally 
positive and dogmatic, be equally accurate and un 

impeachable in law, in fact, aud in history.” 


* These men are old cnough and they ought to be |! 


wise enough to know that defamation is not argu- 
ment. 

“Tn all that we have said in this matter we have 
no desire whatever to foment ill-will, or to fan a 
mere misunderstanding into a flame. 
deubt that Judge Woopwakp weuld feel as much 
pain in doing injustice to General Moorhead as the 
latter would in Goins the victim of injustice at the 
hands of his old friend. But there has been a 
mistake. General Moorhead was not the candi- 


date of avowed repudiators in 1858, and he is natu- | 


rally sensitive when acoused of that transgression, 
feelmg probably that the sins tor which he is 
clearly accountable are as much as he can con- 
veniently bear. We have no disposition to hold 
(Generel Moorhead culpable when we have every 
means of knowing the facts and are confident that 
there is no proof of his guilt. Unfortunately there 
are thousands who must be forever held to be worthy 
of punishment, but we do not think General Moor- 
head is one of them, and we sec no reason why he 
should not be held guiltless, especially when the 
charge is made by one who only happened to be here 
in the city closely engaged in public business for 
three or four weeks in each year, and who admits 
that bis information is made upon ‘rumor’ only. 
General Moorhoad is clearly innocentof the charge 
preferred. Heshould be acquitted without thejury’s 
leaving the box, and he should be discharged by 
proclamation.”’ 

Mr.WOODWARD. IL would inquire whether 
this is the personal explanation the gentleman 
rose to make ? 

Mr. NEGLEY. Yes. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Personal to whom ” 

Mr. NEGLEY. To — why at the 
time the gentleman made his remarks I did 
not defend the reputation of my predecessor, 
Mr. Moorhead, andthe integrity of my con- 
stituents. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Itmust beapparent to 
this House that under pretense of a personal 
explanation this opportunity has been im- 
proved to have read trom a newspaper a per- 
sonal attack on me. 

Mr. NEGLEY. [If itis it comes from the 
gentleman’s own party. I stated distinctly 
my object when I arose. I have not done this 
under any pretext. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Woopwarp] must be aware that 
under the rules of the House when liberty is 
granted to make a personal explanation quite 
an extended latitude of remark is always 
allowed. 


Mr. WOODWARD. I propose to reply to 


the personal explanation of the gentleman. 


| 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

No objection was made. 

Mr. WOODWARD. On the day when the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. MuyGey] brought 
the subject of repudiation before this House 
you may remember, Mr. Speaker, that I was 
drawn quite unexpectedly into an impromptu 
speech on the subject. I said my say and then 
sat down. 

My colleague from the Erie district [Mr. 
Scorie.p | then arose and interrogated me. 
The purport of his question was whether in the 
county of Alleghany repudiation was not com- 
mon to both parties instead of being confined 
to the Republican party. I assented to his 
iuterrogatory, and said such was the fact. In 
illustration T mentioned that when Mr. Moor- 
head, our late colleague on the floor of this 
House, desired to be elected to Congress—as 
I am reported by the reporters, and perhaps cor- 
rectly; Ido not say I was incorrectly reported— 
I said that he was obliged to turn repudiator 
and run upou the repudiation ticket in order 
to be retlected to Congréss. That was the pur- 
a of my answer. I had not alluded to Mr. 
Moorhead iu anything [ said about repudiation. 
My allusion to him was in answer to the iu- 
terrogatory of the geutleman from the Erie dis- 
trict. This was just before the holiday recess. 


During the recess I saw some complaint of 
what | had said in the Pittsburg Post, a Dem- 


We have no | 
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te 


| ocratie ee which seems to be amazing), 

in sympathy with General Moorhead _ ey 
when I returned here, upon referring to ~ 
|| Globe I found that the words there imputed 

to me did not express the thought I intended :. 
' convey to the House. Therefore [ sought = 
| opportunity to make what was strictly a per 

sonal explanation. I explicated from the ean 
| attributed to me the genuine and real he 
| which I had intended to convey to the Hons. 
|| Andif I had a copy of the Globe here contain 


|| ing wy explanation | would ask the Clerk ; 
| read it as containing the very thought | ;, 
|| tended to express in answer to the interpo, 
atory of my colleague, and perlraps the word 
[ first used ought to be understood ay conyoy 
ing that thought. 

Now, what was that thought? [It was, ay | 
| now take great pleasure in repeating, th; 
General Moorhead never was a repudiatoy 
Why, sir, I knew that fact better than the go, 
tleman who has just assailed me. I knew the: 
| General Moorhead was never a repudiator ;, 
| fact; therefore in those explanatory obsery, 
| tions I said that both the instinct and inteyps; 
| 
} 


ot General Moorhead were opposed to repud. 
ation. But he was taken up and elected to Coy 
gress by the repudiators, and he was kept here 
some ten years by a community which neve, 
| was so united on any other question as upoy 
the question of repudiation. There was th, 
bold, broad fact standing out that Gener,! 
Moorhead, not a repudiator in fact, had coy 
ciliated the repudiators, had run on the repy 
diation ticket, and had thus been elected to 
Congress. That is what I intended to say: 
that was the purport of my explanation ; that 
is what I repeat now, and all the represen! 
atives of Pittsburg, whether on this tloor or }; 
the printing offices, cannot alter that fact, 1 
can they induce me to misstate it. The fac: 
stands recorded, and General Moorhead mus: 
face it, as every man must face the facts of bh 
own record. 

This is the substance of my former alleg 
tion; this is what I intended to say; this ; 
| what I ultimately did say; this is what | an 
| responsible for. Fin respousible for that only 

to General Moorhead and the people of hi 
{| district. This miserable assault which ha 
been made upon me here under the pretens: 
of a ‘‘ personal explanation’’ may gratify Gen 
eral Morehead’s vanity, but it cannot alter th: 
fact of the case that General Moorhead wa 
the chosen representative of the repudiator 
of the county of Alleghany, he himself neve: 
being a repudiator. That was the allegation 

I made ; that is the allegation I repeat; an! 

no man born of woman can successfully co) 
\| tradict that allegation. 

ORDER OF BUSLNESS. 
Mr. BURDETT resumed the floor. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Will th 

gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Burperr] yield 


to me? 
Mr. BURDETT. 














lor what purpose? 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desi 
| to move that the House resolve itself into th 
Committee of the Whole on the state of th 
Union. 
|| Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, I desire to 
kuow whether the gentleman from Missouri ha 
| the right to yield for that purpose. He toos 
|| the floor on a question of privilege. 
| TheSPEAKER. Of course the gentleman 
| has the right to yield for any purpose 1! he 
| chooses to surrender the floor. 
| Mr. RANDALL. 
| floor? 
| The SPEAKER. Of course he does it b 
yields for a motion to go into the Committe: 
of the Whole. 
| Mr. RANDALL. Then he will not hav 
the right to resume it? 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman tro" 
Missouri yield to the gentleman from Ma 
sachusetts ? 
Mr, BURDETT, I do, 


} 
' 


Then he surrenders th: 
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Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move 
that the rules be suspended and that the House 
= state of the Union, to resume the con- 
sderation of the annual message of the Pres- 

lent of the United States. 
‘On the motion there were 
no quorum voting. 

rhe SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered tell 
and appointed Mr. Burien, of Massachu 

and Mr. RaNDALL. 
ihe House divided ; and the tellers report 
ayes eighty-five, noes not counted. 

the motion was agreed to. 

"he House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


} tne 


aves 05, noes 


Mr. Jupp in the chair.) and resumed | 


consideration of the annual message of the 
President of the United States. 

wr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, Mr. CO- 
I and Mr. Wil SON, of Ohio ddr 


sed 





LAIRMAN. lhe gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. WiLson ] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WILSON. of Ohio. It understood at 

rising of the committee on a former occa- 

» that when the House should again go into 
Committee of the Whole 1 would be entitled 

the floor. 

the CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair bas recog 

zed the gentleman as so entitled. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. In deference to th: 
wishes of my friend from Massachusetts, [ Mr 
Ber.er, |] whose speech | am very anxious to 
hear, Lam willing to yield to him if it be under 
tood that his remarks are not to elicit further 

cussion, and provided gentlemen who stand 

hind me on the list of speak« 's agree to the 
rrangement. 1 am willing to yield to th 
ventleman for fifteen minutes if he thinks he 
in make his speech in that time. 

Mr. DAWES. Of course it can hardly be 

pected, after the announcement which my 
colleague has made, that he can make his 
peech without some reply from myself. 


} 


|| ** American Cincinnatus, 
ive itself into the Committee of the Whole | 


I do | 


t know that I shall feel like saying a word | 


fter my colleague gets through ; but | would 

t like to be denied the privilege. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I regret to say to 

jth my friends from Massachusetts that with 
ill my desire to be courteous I cannot yield, 
because gentlemen who are interested as much 

inyself in this matter forbid that I should 

eld. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Ohio is entitled to the floor, and will proceed 

th his remarks. 


AGRICULTURE 


Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, it 
will not be my business to-day to speak of 


finauce, taxation, tariff, commerce, manufac: | 


tures, or any of those leading and exciting polit- 
ical questions upon whieh men divide and differ, 
except it may be incidentally, but to speak of 
agriculture, that peaceful and primitive avo- 
cation which lies at the foundation of the pros- 
verity, wealth, and greatness of the American 
eople. None will doubt the truth of the prop- 


sition that agriculture is the basis of civili- 
7 


zation, wealth, and population. The want of a 


I 


knowledge of this great truth has for centuries || 


caused the aborigines of this country to be 
driven still further and further toward the set- 
ling sun and to see their once countless hosts 


dwindled down to a few miserable and starving | 


iribes, roaming at large like the wild beasts 
they were accustomed once to pursue and cap- 
ture in the chase. 


Che Romans, notwithstanding their warlike | 
proclivities and love of prowess, regarded 


agriculture not only as one of the chiefsources 
ot their wealth and greatness, but also as one 
among the most honorable and patriotic pur- 

wits. Hence Cincinnatus was twice called 
from his plow to the consulship and once to 
the dictatorship, returning each time again to 
his plow, 


In like manner our own Washington, the 
who has so well 
earned the title of Father of his Country, 
resembled the Roman patriot not less in his 
principles and pursuits than his fortunes and 
honors. Twice called to the Chief Magistracy 
of his country, and once to the chieftaincy of 
her armies, he returned again and again to 
his plow.’ 

None who rely on the field for bread or the 
flocks for raiment, from the millionaire to the 
pauper, from the statesman to the peasant, are 
exempt from an interest in husbandry. All 
ranks and conditions of men have a common 


| claim to the benefits arising from agriculture. 


‘* Moreover, the profit of the earth is for all; 
the king himself is served by the field.”’ 

in a country of such vast extent as ours, 
embracing almost every variety of climate and 
soil, capable of producing every thing needful 


| for the support and happiness of man, too 


much attention can hardly be given to the study 
of the science of agriculture in all its branches. 
Commerce, manufactures, and agriculture were 
grouped together in harmony on our national 


| shield by those who laid the foundation of our 


fabrie of Government, each one dependent on 
and regarding the others as indispensable ele- 
ments of its own prosperity, and each alike and 


| equally entitled to the fostering care of a he- 


neficent Government. But, Mr. Chairman, it 





is a remarkable fact that while Congress has | 
‘| in various ways given millions upon millions to 


aan | 
the two former, the latter up to the year 1860 | 


had received but a trifle, and since that time 
only a meager sum when compared to other 
industries of far les 
Importance. 

As early as 1796 George Washington recom 
mended to Congress the establishment of an 
agricultural department ; and at various subse- 
quent times, up to 1838, agricultural conven 


| tions, members of Congress, and others used | 
| their influence in the same direction without 


success. In January, 1838, Hon. Henry L. 
Ellsworth, Commissioner of Patents, in his 


annual report, made the following terse and | 


vigorous remarks : ° 


* For commerce and manufactures puch has been 
done; for agriculture, the parent of both, much 
remains to bedone. Husbandry scems to be viewed 
as a natural blessing that nceds no aid from legisla- 
tion. Liketheair we breathe and the element of 
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President and to Congress; to appoint a chief 
clerk and such other employés as Congress may 
from time to time provide, with salaries corre 


| sponding to the salaries of similar officers in 


other Departments of the Government ; and he 


| shall, as Congress may from time to time pro 


vide, employ other persons for such time as 
their services may be needed, including chem 


| ists, botanists, entomologists, and other per 


sons skilled in the natural sciences pertaining 
to agriculture. 

The inauguration of the rebellion in 1861 
prevented any appropriation being made by 
Congress for the erection of suitable agricul 
tural buildings until the 2d of March, 1867, 
when an appropriation of $100,000 was mad: 
to enable the Commissioner of Agriculture to 


erect a suitable building on reservation No. 2, 


|in the city of Washington, containing about 


thirty acres, to which there was added from 
time to time further appropriations for heating 
apparatus, cate-oueliniion. gas-fixtures, car 
peting, cases, furniture, frescoing, sewerage, 


| scientific apparatus for laboratory,roads, walks, 


&c., amounting to $40,420, making the whole 
sum appropriated $140,420, which bas enabled 
the Commissioner, by exercising the most rigid 
economy, known to and practiced only by agri 
culturists, to erect and furnish a building of 


| which the farmers of the country may be justly 
| proud. 


This institution, though yet in its infancy, 
has already been worth to the country more 
than tenfold its cost; and if future legislation 


|| shall be favorable to its growth and usefulness, 


magnitude and national 


water which sustains life, the productions of the soil 


gre regarded by too many as common bounties of 
Providence, to be gratefully cnjoyed but without 
further thought or reflection 

_ ‘Were the two former susceptible of the samo 
improvement with the latter, who would not rejoice 
to enroll his name high on thelist of philanthropists 
by making the first experiment ?”’ 

In March following the Committee on Agri- 
culture in the House made an elaborate report 
on the subject of husbandry, recommending a 
small appropriation for the collection from dif 
ferent parts of the world of rare and valuable 
seeds and plants and the establishment of an 
agricultural depository in the Patent Office, 
and requiring the Commissioner gratuitously to 
distribute throughout the Union the seeds and 
plants thus collected, and to make to Congres 
an annual report on the subject. Here we have 
the begiuning of what culminated on the 15th 
day of May, 1862, in the passage of a law estab 
lishing a Departme nt of Agric ulture, the gen 
eral designs and duties of which are to acquire 


| aud to diffuse among the people of the United 
| States useful information on subjects connected 


with agriculture, and to procure, propagate, 
and distribute among the people new and valu 
able seeds and plants, making it the duty of the 
President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, to appoint a Commissioner of 
Agriculture, who shall be the chief executive 
officer of the Department, making it his duty, 
among other things, to acquire and preserve in 
his Department all information concerning 
agriculture which can be obtained by means of 
books and correspondents and by practical and 
scientific experiments, &c.; to make annually 
a general report in writing of his to thi 


ICtS 


it would be difficult to estimate the extent ot 
its value, not only tothe people of the United 
States, but also to the inhabitants of every 
quarter of the globe. 

It is a fact too well established to be con 
troverted that many roots and plants which 
are of but little value as found in their original 
and natural soil, when transported to a more 


| genial soil and climate, under the culture of 
| skillful husbandry, increase in luxuriance, pro 


duction, and value. Thus the potato, now an 
indispensable article of food for the million, 
was a few centuries ago imported into Europ: 
solely on account of its beautiful flower; o1 
the cotton plant, now one of the great staple 

of the world, and especially of the United 
States, was scarcely known in this country 
one hundred years ago. The same is true, to 
a greater or less extent, of cereals, especially 
wheat, oats, and barley. Importations of these 
grains from Europe to the United States by 
the Department and their distribution through 
out the States of the Union have been of incal 

culable value not only to agriculture but to 
the country at large. Numerous testimonial 

from agricultural societies and gentlemen ot 
the highest respectability and intelligence al 
over the country, affording indisputable ev: 

dence of the great benefits which have inured 
to agriculture from the distribution of these 
grains, are on file in the Department. 

While it is not claimed that the importation 
of wheat from England to the United States for 
the purpose of improving quantity and quality 
has been a success, yet it 1s claimed and sub 

tantially proven that importations from France, 

Russia, and other portions of Europe have 
never failed to enhance both production and 
quality. 

Another factis worthy the attention of wheat 
growers. Reports from agricultural societies, a: 
well as the most experienced and scientifi 
farmers, both in Europe and America, concu: 
in the opinion that new varieties should lb: 
introduced into every locality at the end of si 
to eight years, and that by observing this rule 
the increased production would in no case reach) 
less than ten and from that to twenty and thirty 
per cent. 

Abundant testimony is on file to-day in the 
Department of Agriculture, proving conclu 
sively that the wheats imported and distributed 


by that institution for the la t_two years, so far 
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as those distributions have been made, have 
enhanced the yield to the extent of more than 
two bushels per acre above that produced from 
the ordinary or native seed. And if the in- 
crease were only two bushels, the facts show- 
ing a much larger increase so far as tests have 
been made, then as soon as the product of the 
imported varieties shall reproduce a quantity 
of seed sufficient for the whole country on an 
area of 18,460,132 acres harvested in 1868 we 
have on increase of 36,920,264 bushels, worth 
at the ordinary selling price $50,000,000 to the 
country on this article alone, to say nothing of | 
the immense profit arising from the distribution 
of other seeds. 
Ihe united testimony of experimenters in | 
cientific agriculture proves that successful | 
farming very greatly depends upon the intro- 
duction from abroad of such seeds as are best 
adapted to the different latitudes of our own 
country. Often a change of one or two degrees 
a perceptible difference in yield; and | 
it is well known to pomologists that the differ- | 
ent varieties of fruits are greatly changed in 
‘lavor, size, and productiveness by transfer 
from one latitude to another. Hence distribu 
tions by the Department are always made with | 
view to soil and locality. 


make 


lasting benefit to the country, which has been 
fully conceded, how much more might have 
been done if the appropriation had been 
doubled. Many tests in different soils and 
latitudes might and doubtless would have been 
made redounding to the benefit of husbandry; 
aud how small even the latter sum when com- 
pared to appropriations for other purposes of 
far less national importance and value! 
Allow me here to allude to a single fact. 
Aimong the many valuable acquisitions to agri- 
culture through the medium of the Department 
may be mentioned that of sorghum or Chinese 
sugar-cane, which was imported from France 
in 1854, cultivated in the propagating garden 
in 1855, and the seed distributed in small quan- 
tities early in 1856. The cultivation of this 
plant was regarded by manyas an experiment 
of doubtful utility. Results, however, have 
fully met the most sanguine hopes and expect- 


ations of the Department, and annual importa- 


| sirup 


{ hazard nothing in the assertion that greater || 


rides of progress and improvement in scien 
tific agriculture are being made in one decade 
of the nineteenth century than were made 
during the whole period of the eighteeuth. 
\nd while agriculture is being greatly aided 
by chemistry, botany, entomology, &c., other 
lbrauches of science are also bestowing valu 
able and indispensable aid. Noristheinventor 
behind in furnishing his full quota, forevery year 
his splendid genius gives to husbandry a new 
impetus by furnishing new and valuable labor 
saving implements and machines. As long as 
man is doomed to earn his daily bread by the 
weat of his brow just so long will the names of 
Whitney, whoinvented the cotton-gin; of Wood, 
who invented the cast-iron plow; and of Mc 
Cormick, the inventor of the reaping-machine, | 
he borne in grateful remembrance as bene 
factors of the human race. 
lo these might be added the names of a host || 
of others who have contributed largely to the 
prosperity and happiness of the world by their 
inventive minds. lam fully warranted by facts 
in the remark that the comparatively small 
‘um of money expended by Congress in estab- 
lishing the Agricultural Department and in | 
carrying Out its objects has been of more sub- | 
stantial value to the country than fourfold the 
amount expended on any one of our public 
institutions. ‘The heart of every farmer in the 
country was gladdened and cheered when he 
read the following paragraph in the first annual 
message of our Chief Magistrate to Congress : 


“Trecommend to your favorable consideration the 
claims of the Agricultural Bureau for liberal appro 
priations. Inacountry sodiversified in climate and 
soil as eurs, and with a population so largely de- 
pendent upon agriculture, the benefits that can be | 
conferred by properly fostering this bureauare inecal- 
culable.”’ 


Mr. Chairman, if any such recognition of an | 
industry the operators and conductors of which | 
pay more taxes and cast more votes than all 
other classes in the land can be found in the | 
message of any other President since the days 
of Washington Iam not aware of it. The very | 
meager appropriations which have been made 
for the last two years in the interests of agri- 
culture, and especially those made for the pur- 
chase and distribution of seeds, has greatly 
embarrassed the operations of the Commis- 
stoner, placing a check on his efforts to aid the 
agriculture of the country and especially that of | 
the South, which, above any and every other 
section of our common country, just now needs | 
the fostering care and helping hand of the Gov- | 
ernment. If the appropriation of $20,000 in 
each of the years 1868 and 1869, for the pur- 
chase and distribution of rare and valuable || 
seeds and plants was productive of great and |! 


tions of new varieties are made with great profit 
to the country. 

It has been found that the more hardy varie- 
ties of this piant can be successfully cultivated 
in any latitude adapted to corn, yielding ordi- 
narily from sixty to one hundred gallons of 

per acre. And while production has 
been variable, it has, in the leanah of those 
most favorably situated to torm a correct esti- 
mate, reached in the aggregate, since its intro 
duction, full thirty-six million gallons, worth 
518,000,000. The plant is peculiarly liable to 


deterioration, and among the varieties already | 


introduced only one is known to give satisfac- 
tion in granulation. 
that South Africa can furnish a variety still 
more reliable for sugar. Intelligent represent- 


| atives of the sorghum interest now urge the | 


importation of new seed and declare their be- 


lief that new varieties might be obtained so 


desirable in quality as to bring fabulous prices 
if in the cer of private parties. 

It is a well-known fact that during the exist- 
ence of the rebellion and since this article in 
the northern States has in a great measure 
supplied the place of the sirup and molasses 
formerly furnished from southern plantations. 
Hence it may truthfully be said that the intro- 
duction and distribution of the seed of this 
plant alone has been worth to the people of 
the United States largely more than the whole 
outlay for the establishment of the Department 
of Agriculture. 

The results growing out of the introduction 
of new varieties of oats the past year have been 
highly satisfactory ; and with slight expense, 
through the agency of the Department in pro- 
curing aud distributing seed, it would be easy 
on the same breadth and quality of land sown 


in 1868 to increase the production of this staple | 
more than twenty per cent., worth at least | 


$15,000,000. Weare now too far advanced in 
the nineteenth century to question the valuable 
results arising from the importation of field 
seeds and farm stock. Probably twenty per 
cent. of the present value of farm stock in the 
United States is justly attributable to improve- 
mentin breeds. Perhaps no finer field for use- 
fulness was ever presented than that which now 
lies open to the Department for the introduc- 
tion into our country of the various economic 


plants of the world, embracing fibrous, medi- | 
cinal, &c., as well as those adapted to oils and | 


dyes; and it is now engaged in propagating 
and testing the value of many of them, as well 


as their adaptability to the different latitudes | 


and soils of the United States. 

And with a view to the manufacture of sugar 
the Department is also extensively engaged in 
investigating the practicability of sugar-beet 


culture in this country, collecting and propa- | 
gating seeds of the different varieties of the | 


sugar-beet known in Europe, gathering and 
analyzing beets from the different parts of the 
United States, for the purpose of ascertaining 
what varieties contain the most saccharine mat- 
ter, and also analyzing the soils upon which the 


It is believed, however, | 
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different varieties grow, with a view to ascertai, 
what particular soils possess the greatestamouy: 


| of the properties conducive to sugar in beets 


The manufacture of beet-root sugar is doubtle 

ong@among the undeveloped resources of thi, 
country. For more than half a century it | : 
been successfully carried on in France, (., 
: es, and ha 
long since been classed among their leadjy,. 
industries, and no good reason can be give, 
why the manufacture of this sugar should y.: 
be quite as successful here as there, and 4), 


| necessity for it is apparent when we remem). 


that we have paid during the past year oye, 
ninety million dollars in currency for imported 
sugars and molasses. There is no other staple 
agricultural production so much in arrear ¢ 

home consumption, and a small diversion fro, 
other products and alittle enterprise is all tha 
is needed to bring it fully up to home demand 
I fully believe that at least a quarter millio 

of men might now be successfully engaged j 

this enterprise. 

The Commissioner, ever alive to the interes: 

of agriculture, has inaugurated a system o| 
international exchanges of seeds, plants, roots, 


| textiles, &e., with the principal Governmey: 
| of Europe, Asia, Africa, and South America 


also with the principal agricultural, pomolog; 
cal, botanical, and other societies and garde 

of the Old World, from which it is believed 
results highly beneticial to the country may } 
realized. Intelligence being one of the pr 

requisites to success in any of the pursuits o| 
life, applies with equal force to both occupa 
tions and professions ; and the physician with 
out a knowledge of medical science, or th 
lawyer without a knowledge of his books, 
would be as likely to succeed as the farme: 
without a knowledge of the science of agricu! 
ture. 

When the country was new, and the rich \ 
gin soil produced abundantly with but litt) 
culture, scientific knowledge and skill in hu 
bandry were ignored, and the prejudices of th: 
pioneers were against what they termed ‘book 
farming ;’’ but since lands have become great) 
deteriorated by slipshod farming, and in som 
localities worn out and turned into commons 
affording poor pasture for a neglected and de 


| generating stock, a knowledge of the science o! 


chemistry as applied to agriculture has becom 
indispensable to successful husbandry. Th 
amount of agricultural information and science 
now being disseminated throughout the coun 
try by means of books, papers, societies, and 
private individuals has had the effect to inspirc 
furmers and farmers’ sons with a proper know! 
edge and appreciation of the true dignity o! 
their avocation. Informer years the impres 
sion was prevalent with many that farming 
was not only a dull, monotonous business, but 
unprofitable withal. Hence the young man 
actuated by praiseworthy aspirations preterred 
to engage in some of the professions or me- 
chanic arts, hoping to be able to distinguish 
himself and make his mark in the world. But 
now it seems to be well understood that no 
calling in life presents so fine a field for em: 
nence, wealth, and happiness as that of agrt- 
culture. 7 
Among the many valuable contributions to 
husbandry in the shape of reports, books, Xc., 
during the past year I have seen none whose 
intrinsic merits equal those of the report of the 
Commissioner of Agriculture for 1868. I wish 
every member of Congress could find time to 
read it; I am sure they would be interested. 
Its precise cost to the Government cannot ye! 
be ascertained; it is believed, however, to be 
less than sixty cents per volume, and is worth 
to every intelligent farmer, mechanic, mer- 
chant, doctor, lawyer, politician, or business 
man many times its cost. The country at large, 
and especially the agricultural classes, w!!! 
thank the Commissioner and his efficient corp» 
of assistants for this superior report, replete 


' with valuable information and far surpassing 
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lence any formerreport. ‘The agricul- 
itisties, embracing very full and com- 
hensive tables, are alone worth more than 
io the cost of the book to every intelligent 
- and is the purpose of the Commis- 
ver to make the report of 1869 still more 
‘able and attractive. The following con- 
ced table is taken from the last report, and 
| trust, be interesting to every one who 
» do me the honor to re ad my remarks: 
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Io this must be added 5,963,400 bushels for Ore- 
gon and the Territories, not included in the table. 
And, Mr. Chairman, I desire to say to my 
agricultural brethren of the House and the coun- 
and especially to those of my own district, 
that industry, energy, perseverance, and prog- 
ress in enlightened and scientific agriculture 
xe up the order of the present year and age 
f grace with us; that we are the power that 
noves the world, not only furnishing food and 
raiment, but Presidents, statesmen, jurists, and 
warriors are reared in our nursery, and doubt- 
ss two thirds of the members of this House 
were elected by our ballots. We make and 
ul omnes rulers at pleasure, and none dare chal- 
nge our right or power. ‘The landand ‘* the 
ttle on a thousand hills’’ are ours. Wehave 
fernichatl more than two thirds of the men who 
fought i in every battle for the stars and stripes 
om the Revolution to the rebellion inc lusive, 
bearing the flag of the Union in triumph over 
the heads of its enemies ; and yet, notwithstand- 
ng our indomitable courage, pluck, and power, 
we are the most re tiring, unass uming, and mod- 
est classin the land: and it will be our business 
to see to it that the legislation of the country 


shall be so shaped as to afford ample justice 


and remuneration to eve ry class and kind of 
the industrial pursuits of the land. Farmers 
neither ask or desire excessive legislation or 
large appropriations in their interests, but the y 
do ask that husbandry shall be recognized, fos- 
tered, and stimulated as the leading industry 
of the country, the root and foundation of all 
others, without which mechanical, manufactur- 
it ng, and commercial interests could not exist. 
We want a steady and enlightened policy, 
with as little vibration as possible, adapted to 
the encouragement of arts and manufactures, 
making a more judicious division of labor, 
giving confidence to capital and stability to 
wanufactures, that we may have more cotton 
al - woolen spindles, more furnaces and roll- 
g-mills, a founderies and nail-mills, and 
more machine-shops and ship-yards. In one 
word, Mr. Chairman. give us more consumers, 
& more steady and reliable home market at 
living prices, and we will furnish the supplies, 
deve lop agriculture, improve the soil, and 
make this whole land a fruitful garden. We 


need more mechanics, more miners, more lum- 
bermen, more manufacturers, more ships, and 
more sailors. 

t is a fact well known to all that with our 
density and richness of soil we can so concen- 
trate our efforts on a single one - many leading 
and staple productions as to glut the markets 
of the world and reduce the pric e far below a 
remunerating point. aces the necessity for 
and the benefits arising from the establish- 
ment of a Department of Agriculture at the 

‘vapital of the nation, whose business it is to 
procure and publish authentic monthly and an- 
nual statistics of the principal agricultural pro- 
due tior is of the world showing to eve rybody 
at all times, as near as human watchfulness can 
upon a scale so extended, all the elements of 
both the demand and supply of every article 
of produce that enters into our markets; the 
tendency and object of such information being 
to inaugurate a more diversified system of hus- 
bandry which shall be more remunerative to 
the producer, and in the aggregate more ben- 
oficial to the country. And upon the examin- 
ation of these statistics the farmer can form his 
own conclusions as to what particular produc- 
tion he can concentrate his efforts upon with the 
best prospects of remuneration. het inform- 
ation of this kind be published and disseminated 
through the land by members of Congress and 
others to one fourth the extent that partisan 
documents are spree ad and a revolution in the 
production of the husbandman’s labor will be 
effected. There will be system certainly and 
confidence attending his exertions, outlays, and 
incomes. 

A demand from abroad for a few extra mil- 
lion bushels of breadstuffs is usually her- 
alded over the country as a happy event; but 
such demands, like angels’ visits, are few and 
far between, and what comparison do they 
bear to the steady home consumption which 
would be created by a proper development of 
our manufacturing resources, in which a mil- 
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but now, since the forests and prairies of those 
days have given way to cultivated fields and 
orchards, and since the introduction of labor- 
saving inventions has enabled fifty men to per 
form as much agricultural labor as was form 
erly done by seventy-five or one hundred, 
| apprehend if the writer were now living hi 
would say the only sure road to national wealth 
is to diversify and improve the quality of you 
agriculture, divide your forces, encourage every 
industry, develop the resources of the soil and 
of the mines, and our national indebtedness, 
like the ** early dew and the morning cloud, 
will soon pass away. Millions upon million 
of dollars are annually lost to the country 
the misapplication of productive labor and in 
dustry. We probably produced the past yea 
million bushels of corn and 
wheat alone, with a fair proportion of rye, oat 


| barley, buckwheat, potatoes, tobacco, hay, cot 


ton, wool, &c., and with a population increa 

ing at a rate approximating a million aunualiy 
we could within the next decade, if the demand 
would justify it, produce double the amount. 
No other industry of the country can present 
a similar showing to this, though the mines 


| and rivers, lakes and oceans, are equally boun 





lion additional men might be employed whose | 


prosperity and happiness would be increased 
and the wealth of the nation enhanced? Our 
commerce will increase just in proportion to 
the increase of agriculture and manufactures, 
and between the two latter we should en- 
deavor to preserve a proper equilibrium, for 
we have but little to depend upon from foreign 
demand, as the following statistics will show. 
Our total exports of wheat for the last forty- 
three years, including that sent abroad as flour, 
amount to less than 671,000,000 bushels, or a 
little over five per cent. of our annual produc- 
tions, while our e Xports of corn and corn meal 
tor the same period amount to but little more 
than one per cent. of the amount annually 
produced. One fifth of the corn crop of an 


| and fifty-eight degrees of longitude. 


teous with the soil. 

Leaving out two of the States and all the 
Territories, reliable statistics show the value 
of live stock in the United States on the 
of February, 1869, to have been $1,527,704,020 
against $1,277,111,816 on the Ist of February, 
1868, a net gain in one year of $250,592,215 
a most gratifying result to the country; and 
must be borne in mind that these values ari 


| taken from assessors’ lists, and all stock raiser 


know the valuation of assessors to be fat 
below aétual or selling prices. 

Leaving out Alaska, with about three hun 
dred and seventy million acres very lightly 
appreciated by farmers, the public domain of 
the United States and Territories contains ay 
area of about 1,447,000,000 acres, capable ot 
sustaining a population probably greater than 
the present inhabitants of the entire globe, and 
embracing about twenty- four degrees of latitude 
The diver 
sity of soil and climate within these wid 
extended limits are adapted to the growth o! 
plants of every quarter of the globe, and in 


| every State and Territory are found deposit 


ordinary se ason would bee qual to our e ntire 


exports for the last fifty years of that article. 
Now, in view of these facts, what has our con- 
stantly increasing agriculture to hope for out- 
side of home demand? And, Mr. Chairman, 
I am glad that it is so, for it must of necessity 
lead to a more extended development of our 
manufacturing resources. 

‘or what was our cotton belt, our iron mount- 
aius, and our coal-fields given us if they are 
not to be developed ? 

Why should we expend our toil and sweat 
in digging gold and shipping it to Europe to 
pay for goods we could better manufacture at 
home, or why should we impoverish our land 
by raising and shipping breadstuffs to England 
to feed English operatives when we could save 
the freight by feeding our own and at the same 
time assert and build up our 
pendence ? 

Mr. Chairman, I speak to-day in the inter 
ests of agriculture—western agriculture, if you 
please. It was well said in the early history of 
the Government, when the ¢ ountry abounded 
in forests and unbroken prairies, that ‘* to en 
courage the progre 
meuts was the only 


national inde 


of agricultural improve- 
road to national wealth ;’’ 


larger or smaller of all the valuable mineral 

known to the world, and in many localities th: 
immensity of the deposits of the most valuabl 
of these minerals cannot be computed. With a 
Government unequaled by any, and the nation 
having emerged from the fires of a rebellion 
whose gigantic proportions and inflexible pur- 
poses are without a parallel in the history of 
the world; with increased numerical strength, 
the perpetuity of the Republic and her inherent 
ability to protect herself against every aggres 

sion from without or within being no longer a 
problem, the prosperity and happiness of every 


| class of her citizens should be the highest aim 
of the legislator. 


And now that the Republic is safe, secure 
and permanent, shedding the blessings of equ: al- 


| ity and peace upon her children, no more 


auspicious period for the cultivation of the arts 


| and sciences and the promotion of virtue and 


morality likely ever to occur. And it is 


| believed that greater strides in this direction 


have been made during the past than any former 
year ; and nothing will tend so much to retard 
the development of the resources of this grand 

country as a vacillating policy and a disposi 


| tion to chill down upon manufacturing inte: 


ests. The land is filled with siirring, ente: 
prising men, who under favorable legislati 
are ready to invest their means and apply tl 
energies in building up and extending | 
industries of the country, by which agricult 
will be improved and largely benefited 
REDUCTION OF TAXATION. 

Mr. ELA. Mr. Chairman, with the closing 

Up of the work of reconstruction com the 


oo 
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may be practicable from the burdens of taxation 
imposed upon the people to meet the enormous 
expenditures caused by the rebellion. The 
productions of the country are so varied as to 
make this no easy task, and there is an endless || 
antagonism of interests in regard to the article | 
or interest to be taxed or exempted from tax- 
| 
| 


— 
demand from the country for such relief as — to the Government for a military and 


ation. It is, therefore, not at all probable, if 
it were ever possible, to originate any method 
of action which would be steadily adhered to ; 
but that whatever plan may be adopted will be 
theconstant subject of changeand modification. 

We are to-day in the position of a nation 
taxing itself to that extent which stagnates 
commerce, causes shipping to decline, both by 
the enhanced cost of building ships and the | 
inability to produce the merchandise, with our || 
high labor and taxed materials, which is needed |! 
in the exchanges of commerce. 

We may build ships, but we must produce || 
merchandise for export before we can again | 
assume supremacy upon the ocean. Contrary || 
to the generally received idea, we send twice | 
i 
brings them into our ports, and having dis- | 
charged the cargoes can take a fre’ght of cotton 


the amount of exports to Great Britain, mainly 
or wheat, sooner than go home in ballast, | 
cheaper than it can be done in American ves- 
ols. Whenever wecan resume exporting our 
manufactures to those countries whose prod- 
ucts we consume we shall hear no more about 
the decline of American shipping and seeking 


of cotton and grain, that we receive from her 
in imports. We import largely of the produc- | 
tions of South America, Africa, and Asia, but | 
are at present unable to supply them with our | 
manufactures in competition with England. | 
The result is, England ships to these regions | 
her manufactures in British bottoms, receives 
in return a cargo of articles which we consume, | 
after the means to restore it. 

in order to bring about this desirable condi- 
tion we must reduce taxation while producing 
more wealth, and thus relieve the people and 
enable them to produce manufactures for ex- 
port which shall take the place of our bonds 
in the payment for imports. How shall this 
be done? 

The first thing is a firm determination to stop 

every unnecessary expenditure ; to stop at once 
and forever oll wasteful grants of Jands and 
subsidies to build railroads into the wilderness, 
which scatter population so that they cannot be 
productive, stating them beyond the reach of 
roads, schools, and civilized society, and causing 
an immense addition to the cost of the Govern- 
ment in sending soldiers to protect them from 
-Indians and marauders, to furnish them with 
mails, to provide them territorial governments, 
with its costly machinery, and a force of tax- 
gatherers where there is little or no revenue, 

An examination will show that the expenses 
of collecting revenue from customs and from 
internal taxation in sparsely-settled sections of 
the country is in excess of the whole amount 
of the revenue collected, while from the densely- 
settled parts is derived all the revenue which is 
paying the debt of the nation as well as the 
expenses of the Government. In the Post 
Office Department it will be found the differ- 
ence is still more marked, much the largest 
part of the country not paying expenses, while 
the revenues are derived from a comparatively 
sinall section. 

The expense is not so much in the franking | 
privilege, (which ought to be abolished to save 
the white paper wasted in useless printing, if 
nothing more,) but in carrying mails over a 

| 





wide unpopulated wilderness at frightful cost. 
We must have no more purchases of useless | 

icebergs or tornadoes ; enter into no entangling | 

arrangements for lodgments upon foreign terri- 1 


tory which will draw after them large naval |! 


squadrons and military stations. | 

The $10,000,000 of currency paid for Alaska | 
is the least objectionable part of the purchase. 
It draws after it a continually increasing ex- 


| 


| 
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naval force which has no returning benefits, | 


or next to none. 

So of the proposed purchase of St. Thomas, 
into which Seward also plunged with his cor- 
rupting influences, for the sam of $7,500,000 
in gold. To complete that purchase involves 
immense sums for fortifications, for garrisons, 
for the stores which will become necessary for 
a useless military and naval station, which 
would sum up a grand yearly total expenditure 
equal to half the original purchase. If Den- 
mark has been led on to her damage by John- 
son’s administration under Seward’s lead it 
is far better to pay her liberally for all the 
possible damage thap to undertake to com- 
plete the purchase. To complete it will be to 
enter upon a course which puts off indefinitely 
the payment of our debts—increases the cor- 
ruption and extravagance and patronage attend- 
ant upon the expenditure af ent vast sums 
at a distance—prevents all hope for a further 
reduction of the Army and Navy, and provides 
for the increase of additional officers in each 
branch of the service ; and then, when it is all 
done, instead of being an element of strength 
to the nation, it would be another place to 
defend wholly cut off and isolated from all 
our resources. 

We must reduce the interest and taxes which 
now bear oppressively upon industry, and 
threaten the suspension of business and the em- 
ployment oflabor. Thatit can bedoneI haveno 
doubt. That it will be done before it works 
the destruction of business and the wreck of 
fortunes | am not so confident. It will require 
resolute and determined action to effect it, 
and such as will be open to criticism and not 
free from objection. 

A funding bill with interest not to exceed 
four and one half per cent. is what seems to 


meet the popular desire, from which it is hoped | 


to obtain the means for paying or exchanging 
our high interest debt, most of which has now 
become payable. But howis such a loan to be 
put upon the market at par? Those who pro- 
pose it say it will be taken in Europe, where 
interest is low. That might be so if our loan 
was a new one, none of which was to be had 
there, or none with the same security. But 
how can you borrow from.the capitalist at four 
and a half per cent. at par when he can buy 
all he wants of the same securities paying six 
per cent. at less than ninety-three cents on the 
dollar? The answer may be, ‘‘ There is a 
difference in the length of time which the bond 
runs.’’ That. would probably make a differ- 
ence of one half of one per cent. in favor of 
the longer bond. I can see that it might be 
done if the bonds were payable in legal-tendors 
where gold was not specified; but that has 
been decided against contrary to my judgment. 
An exchange might be effected, or the interest 
practically reduced, by taxing the income de- 
rived from the present bonds at a higher rate 
than other incomes, and collecting the tax from 
the coupon at the Treasury. We collect a tax 
of the same nature from the earnings of banks 
and other corporations belonging to individuals, 
and have it deducted by the treasurers of those 
institutions from the dividends and paid into 
the national Treasury, and that, too, without 
regard to whether the income of the individual 
was more or less than the amount exempted 
by law from taxation. 

This would be a precedent for that method 
of assessing and collecting the tax. That 
incomes derived from interest on Government 
bonds should pay a different rate of tax from 
incomes derived from other sources is also in 
accordance with precedent. We commenced 
the income tax by levying one and one half per 
cent. upon interest derived from Government 
bonds, while three per cent was levied upon 
all other sources of income. Wesubsequently 
increased all income tax above $600 to five per 
cent. and when above $5,000, to ten per cent. 
Our internal revenue taxes and our duties on 
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| imports are and always hav i 

| emai. We have adjasted ee se 
} the supposed ability of the article or into’. 
| taxed to bear it, or according to its 

'| influence in eee labor and prom 
|| public morals. 

1 We have an additional precedent for th: 
|| method of taxing bonds in order to promot 

| their exchange into other and different ones j 
the action of the Government toward +), 
| State banks, when it taxed their circulation :, 

| per cent. to drive them into the national bay). 
ing system. “i 

t may he charged that this taxation of it 

|| come from bonds is an indirect way of taxi, 
} the bond. Let it be remembered if it jg th. 
! the Government has never denied to itself ¢}, 
right to tax them, but only that they should yo: 


interes: 
Supposed 
Oling the 








| 


’ 


be subject to State and local taxation. J; may 
| also be urged that this taxation of the incom, 
| from bonds is a confiscation of so much of {\j, 
| bond. So is all taxation of property config, 
| tion in the same sense. . 
| It has been claimed by all capitalists a), 
| financial writers that our bonds are below »; 
| 





and below the value of the bonds of oi):. 
nations of far less ability because of the une 
tainty as to whether or not they might be paid 
in legal tenders, and because also of this |i, 
bility to taxation; and they all propose tha 
the new bonds shall be made explicit upon 
these points by providing in the bond that bot) 
the principal and interest shall be paid in gold, 
and that they shall: be exempt from all taxa 
tion, both State and national, directly or jy 
directly. If our bonds are low in the markets 
from this liability to national taxation ji 
high time some of the benefits were enjoyed 
by the tax-payers and taxation was com 
menced. The capitalists have had all the ben 
efits of that doubt long enough. 

Before resorting to this it may be well to try 
other plans for reducing the interest on ov: 
debt by a new funding bill. I am willing ¢ 
try any just plan which gives a reasonable hoy, 
of success. Great results are expected from a 
system of free banking based upon a four per 
cent. bond having thirty years to run, and pro 
viding that all existing banks shall within « 
reasonable time take these new bonds as secur 
ity for their circulation or give up banking, 
and that all new banks shall be based upon 
this new bond provided for that purpose ; and 
allowing banks to be established wherever ther 
is business or capital requiring them. It is 
estimated that from one fifth to one fourth o! 
our five-twenty bonds may be provided for in 
this way. Probably sumewhere from four 
to five hundred million dollars might in this 
way be exchanged. Many suppose a much 
larger sum would be taken for banking pur 
poses, but this I am inclined to doubt. Bank 
ing would become less profitable, and many 
which are now unfavorably located for business 
would be closed up. 

Besides, as we draw nearer to specie pay 
ments less circulation will be required. Specie 
payments cannot be maintained in this country 
with a paper cireulation exceeding $350, (00, 
000. But little more than $200,000,000 could 
be kept in circulation with specie payments 
before the war, and there has been no growth 
'| of either population or business which would 
| require more than five hundred million do! 

lars of circulation, including both specie av‘ 

aper, whenever specie payments are reached. 

n addition to a four per cent. bond for free 

banking there should also be a currency bond 

bearing three per cent. interest, which might 
) at any time be presented at a Governmen' 
| depository and converted into greenbacks. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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This kind of bond would as be taken to 
the extent of from one hundred and fifty te 
two hundred million dollars by those who are 
now bank depositors awaiting the opportunity 
| to use their funds. Half the amount of this 
| class of bonds might reasonably be considered 
lan average permanent loan and cancel 2 
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amount of six per cent. gold-bearing 


| 
las 


iid 

ding This bond would give the needed elasticity 
inter w wautingin our circulation, and prevent the 
Pp mbling now carried on upon ‘call loans,”’ 


ng h is the bane of all honest and legitimate 
-einess. When there are nocrops to be moved 
rrency accumulates at the money centers | 
here itigsnot needed for business. It is loaned 
Ones | , call to speculators and cannot be used in 
ny regular business. When it is wanted for 
‘he moving of erops and is called in it at once 
weetties business and creates a disastrous 
tringency. All this would be prevented by a 
bond of this character, which would be taken 
hv those having money idle, and when the exi- 
Ane oncies of business required it could be at once 
nverted again into currency without any con- 
action or disturbance to business, but on the 
‘her hand affording the means of expansion 
whenever it was needed, and then again becom- 
og aself contractor when the crisis or necessity 
bad passed. : ; 
One of the great evils of all former banking 
has been that in times of stringency their cir- 
lation was forced home upon them for re- 
lemption, compelling contraction at the very 
time expansion was needed. When the strin- 
veucy was passed and there was no demand for 
wns to the extent their copes and circulation 
sould allow. it was loaned out at low rates to 
eculators who would engage to keep it out ox 
pat it in circulation far away where it would 
t be likely soon to return. This expansion 
fthe country banks had the same effect upon 
business ag the call loans of the city banks. 
Whenever it had caused or stimulated wild and 
extravagant speculation and enhanced prices, 
“dA that legitimate business and seadaailee 
ee began to fail, stringency would take place and 
pecie suspension would become inevitable, to | 
4 relieve the people from the ruin of enforced 
ntraction. This was the repeated experience 
Sa f the country under the old banking system. 
We have heard much recently of the fluctu- 
ations of the currency, when the fact has been 
ica that it was stationary and had neither been 
f nereased or diminished for several years. 
Under the old State banking system during 
the stringency which has prevailed over the 
untry for the last few months, business men 
juld have gone down like rows of bricks 
a et on end when one was started, because 
with their circulation forced home upon them, 
rs contraction would have been inevitable. This 
h of would have forced the property of debtors 
upon the market to meet their liabilities at 
vs } atime when none were in a condition to pur- 
th chase, except at the most ruinous prices. | 
a During the crisis just passed there has been | 
put no circulation sent home upon the banks, 
and hence they were able to keep up their 
loans and make extensions to their custom- 
ers wherever needed, or enable them to re- 
place their old loans with new ones. It was 
this fact which had the same operation as a 
suspension of speeie payments under the old 
try system and which saved us from universal 


w 
wi 


q 

00 panic and distress among business men. 

yuld _ That there is a pressing demand for a change 
ents in our present banking system cannot fairly be 
wth denied. They have hada monopoly and reaped 


yuld a rich harvest from it, while causing great com- 
ol plaints from the unequal distribution of bank- 


ing privileges over the country. There is no 


al 

red good answer to be made why ten men, who 
free loan their money to the Government, should 
ond have banking privileges, with ninety per cent. 
ig] of their loan returned in notes for circulation, 
yen and the next ten, who make a similar loan and 
rk who live in a section where banking and cir- 
it culation ig much more needed, cannot have the 


te same privilege. 
Notwithstanding it may cause serious com- 


ar 

sity plaints from those who have enjoyed this mo- 

his nopoly to have it taken away, it seems necessary 

red that it should be done in order to help the fund- 
st ing of the debt at a lower rate of interest and | 


een ee 


- ee ne te —™ 
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thereby Meptenin x the burdens of taxation as | 


well as reducing the rates of interest. 
a course the owners of bank capital will gain 
largely in relief from taxation as an offset to 
their reduced dividends. A heavy percentage 
of all taxation, whether national, state, or 
municipal, is caused by the high rates of inter- 
est, as is also much of the enhanced cost of 
living. 
causes the high cost of our gogds which enter 
into general consumption, and the gain from 
cheaper commodities and diminished taxation 
would nearly compensate the owners of bank 
capital for their diminished dividends. But 
whether it would or not, the relief which it 
promises to the great mass of the people 
demands that the change should be made, 

We have been shipping our bonds abroad at 
an alarming rate to meet the adverse balance 
of trade against us until our bonded debt abroad 
reaches $1,000,000,000, and the imports which 
have been settled for with these bonds 
furnished a large part of the duties out of 
which we have been reducing the debt. The 
aggregate amount of increased foreign debt for 
the past year has been estimated at $200,000, 
000. It is evident we must soon have some 
thing besides the evidences of debt for export 
or our imports will be vastly diminished, and 
with them ownrevenues. In orderto produce 
manufactures for export t diminish the 


w 
VV 


e must 
cost by securing lower interest and taxes and 


lower duties upon such articles as enter into 


| the production of goods which may be exported. 


aaa 


It is a mistaken idea that New England gets 
the main benefits from a tariff, while the West 
and South suffer its disadvantages. Without 
stopping to discuss the question, it seems evident 
that if our people are to become industrially in 
dependent, and our workmen have substantial 
comforts, with time to gather the information 
which makes the intelligent citizen, they must 
be protected from competition with that labor 
which is treated as having only animal wants 


By such | 


It is high rates of interest that largely | 


have | 


to supply. The argumentisthat the price which | 
| the surplus cotton and grain brings abroad fixes 


the price of the whole crop without stopping to 
consider that the large home consumption makes 
the quantity thrown upon the foreign market 
much less, and as a consequence the price much 
higher there. If our manufacturers and con 
sumers should become producers of grain in 
competition with the farmers ofthe West, it is 


|| difficult to see how they would he benefited by 


the competition, while it is easy to see that 
an increase of home consumers would steadily 
increase both the demand and the price. 

No section of the country receives less 
efit from the tariffthan New England, and none 
would suffer less from its abolition. 
Her manufactories are built, and the labor, 
capital, and machinery to run them is there, 
and whatever the earnings might be they 
would be relatively as great as in any other 
section or for any other business. 


l 
pen 


entire 


Her soil is 
yielding fair returns, and, when measured by 
comforts and social advantages, is not culti- 
vated without profit. There is less waste and 


- cost in living among her population than else- 
‘ 


where, and under her bracing climate they can 
stand up under more hours-of toil. 
rade, and taxation based upon representation, 


With free | 


New England would pay less in proportion to | 


her wealth and ability and receive more of 
the expenditures of the Government than now. 
This fact makes it certain that free trade will 
not be allowed by either the South or West, 
and also makes it certain that hereafter, us 
now, the chief reliance for the expenditures 
of the Government will be duties from imports. 
The large amount required for this purpose 
will afford all the protection necessary, and 


~ —— 


let me point out the adverse operation of th 
present tariff upon a large class of articlh 
Take leather, for an illustration. The duti 
on hides and bark and sumac and oil and othe: 
articles used in the manufacture of leather 

ten per cent. to its cost, and all these art 
she buys and imports while making le 
l'ake off these duties, and also the dut 
on those articles which enter into the pre du 


tion of shoes, and New England will bi 


at} 


nti 


sell. taba 


to meet competition at home and stock tl 
markets of Mexico, the West Indi s,and Sx 
America with shoes made from Amer 
leather and contend for the Austral \f 
can, and Asiatie market In doing th ! 
a few manufacturers of serge and lasting \ ki 
be adversely affected. 

Take iron for another illustration. Whik 


Yew -onsumes vastly more iron than 
any other equal section of country she has but 
one furnace for its manufacture. Take off th: 


duties on iron and steel, and let New England 
mechanics have free coal and lumber for 
machinery and castings, and she will 
her agricultural implements and sewing-ma 
chines, her steam-engines and edge tool t] 
other machines and machinery. 

fake coal for another illustration Phere 
is no coal mined in all New Englan 1, yet she 
is one of its largestconsumers. She uses it for 
driving part of her factories and machine-sho} 
to warm her dwellings and light them 


export 


for he 
locomotives, which draw the commerce of civ 
ilization over her lines of transportation, and 
for the steamers which are driving sails from 
her coast. In taking off the duty on coal you 
lift a burden from her industry and add to h 
comfort 

The duty « 1 sal to protect no! 
of hers, and when you take it off another bur 


den is gone. 


he duty on lumber is no aid to her. She 
ells no lumber except the sugar-boxes and 
shooks to the West Indies, but buys it in vast 


quantities for use in her varied manufacturing 
and mechanical interests. Take off that duty 
and you aid her to export carriages, furniture 
wooden-ware, and Yankee notions. 

lake off the duty on wool, and you would 
y the sheep-growers of Ver 
mont and the Connecticut river valley, but 
you would benefit vastly more. Take all th 
duties from wool and woolens, and from t!] 
dyes and chemicals and articles used in clean 
ing and manufacturing, and give low interest 
capital in addition, and you will ne 
balance allthe advantages derived from a tariff. 

But small interest would be unfavor 
ably affected by removing duties from copper, 
tin, zine, &c., while many would be benefited. 
Take off the duties which enhance the cost of 
labor and machinery, and from the article 
which are used in manufacturing cotton, and 
New England will again revive the export of 
manufactured cottons to China and the Fast 
Indies, to Sonth America and Africa. 

While showing many articles from which New 
England would derive benefit by the removal 
of all duties, I am still firmly convinced that 
a well-adjusted tariff laid so as to give protec 
tion is every way desirable and beneficial to 
the whole country, and the best method of 
raising revenue. High rates of taxation where 
the money is expended within the country for 
improvements which are reproductive are not 
severely felt, and generally are conducive to 
prosperity. Our debt was incurred in destroy 
ing wealth and the means of its production, 


affect adversely 


on 


arly or quite 


a very ere 


|, and the feature which operates most adversely 


common sense would adjust it so as to get as | 
! much as possible from the luxuries of the rich 


with a different scale for articles which went 
into the consumption of the masses, or into the 
production of goods for export. 

To show that New England is not favored 


| 
| 


is the large amount of high gold interest take: 
from the nation and carried abroad for di 
bursement. 

The growth of nations in wealth and pro 
perity is usually in proportion to the number 
and intelligence of her mechanics and artisan 
and the concentrated form and perfection in 
which they export the products of their indus 
try. Whenever they have seemingly advanced 
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by sending abroad the products of their soil 
and forests alone it has been found exhaust- 
ing, and, where manufactures have not imme- 
diately followed, led to decline and decay. 

Qur policy as a people is to remove taxes 
wherever possible, to economize at every point, 
to increase our exports and our home produc- 
tions, and give labor employment at good 
prices. To effect this internal taxesshould be 
abandoned as soon as practicable, except such 
as are laid upon legal transactions in stamps, 
devised property, luxuries, and demoralizing 
productions like spirits and tobacco, and upon 
the net accumulations of capital above the 
amount required for reasonable support. So, 
too, duties should be reduced or abandoned 
upon all articles which enter into our manu- 
factures for export or the cost of living, and 
kept at the highest revenue point upon luxu- 
ries, and made protective wherever our indus 
tri required it, 

We have advantages in the skill, intelligence, 
ind self-direetion of our workmen; but with 
our great debt and high interest, more than 
one half of which is owned abroad or by ab 
entees, and allof which must be paid by labor, 
i see no hope that the dream of American 
workmen for relief from long hours of toil, with 
the means of comfort and opportanity for 
mental cultivation, is ever to be realized with- 
out the most rigid economy and curtailment in 

very branch of expenditure; and I greatly 
fear that without a speedy reduction of both 
interest and taxes business which gives employ- 
ment to labor will be paralyzed and contracted, 
with lessened } roduction and its attendant 
evils to all 

ln seeking to produce manufactures for ex 
it it must be done by a reduction of every 
tax or expenditure which adds to their cost 
before you come to the laborer. To seek it by 
labor alone, or by unnatural 
gn immigration, is to depress labor, not to 
l'o seek it by Chinese immigration 
u the form of coolieism is still worse; because, 
n addition to disastrous competition with its 
legrading and debasing associations, it would 
fill the country with a population of alien ideas 
and habits, without any of the elements of 
afliliation and absorption. The attempt is being 
made by the old rebel slaveholders of the South 
stock their plantations under coolie con- 
tracts, which is another name forslavery. The 
ame thing is also sought by American snob- 
hery, which seeks to secure to itself servants 
who will be content in isolation and degrading 
servility. Itisthis anti-republican taste which 
decks its menials with the liveried badge of 
servitude and condemns its female help to 
isolation and want of social recognition and 
enjoyment which has made household labor 
repugnant to all who have self-respect and 
ideas of personal independence, until that class 
of help which was once so abundant when 
treated with respect cannot now be had without 
the greatest dithculty. 

When it is proposed to supply this demand, 
not by the depressed labor of Europe, which 
becomes welded into the general mass of popu- 
lation by the second generation, but by a resort 
io the coolie trade, to bring in the pagan hordes 
of Asia and by their competition bring down 
the independence of the American laborer and 
his means of living, it is time to move for its 
suppression. This system, which was resorted 
to as a substitute for slavery in the days of 
British West Indian emancipation: which has 
been the aid of slavery in Cuba, and is now 
resorted to by the old slaveholders of the 
South and the giant corporation monopolies 
of the distant West; which is sought for by 
those who look upon laborers as animated ma- 
chines out of which capital is to grind profits, 
ought to be at once and forever prohibited by 
efficient legislation. 

Let the emigrant who comes here to seek 
rights and privileges which are denied him in 


lnetions on 


re 


protect it. 


to 


in his lot with ours and take upon himself the | 


duties and responsibilities of citizenship, no 
matter what adverse circumstances may have 
surrounded him or where was the place of his 


' nativity, let him be welcomed and allowed to 


enjoy our privileges. But let us have no more 
of this forced immigration which comes to 
degrade and impoverish American labor. It is 
an element of weakness and not of strength, of 
degradation instead of elevation. 

The sooner we come to realize that the great 
object of life is not to see how much wealth 
can be ground out of it for capital, but by im- 
provement and cultivation to elevate mankind: 
and fit them for the great unknown future and 
act upon it, the better it will be for us all. If 
the Republican party has had any distinctive 
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idea standing out prominent beyond all others | 


itis that it was the friend and protector of 
American labor. 

lt was organized to prevent the extension of 
slavery over free territory, which would curse 
it with barrenness and degradation so that free 
labor could not enter it. It will be known in 


history as the party which struck the manacles || 


from the laborer in the South, where for ages 
the working people had been sold like cattle 
in the shambles. 
hands of every workingman it could reach, 


It has put the ballot in the | 


with which to guard and protect him from | 


oppression. 
so as to throw the strong arm of its protec- 


It has amended the Constitution | 


tion around every citizen, whether native or | 


foreign born, and made suffrage the equal 
right of all. It has spread out to every 
laborer the broad domain of the public lands, 
upon which he may enter without money and 
without price under the homestead act, so that 
when competition presses hard upon him he 
may there build up a home for himself and 
family. It has boldly entered upon the exper- 


iment of reducing the hours of toil by making | 


eight hours a legal day’s work for the Govern- 
ment. It fed the starving, landless laborers 
of the South when gaunt famine stalked through 
the land they were not allowed to cultivate, and 
carried education to those from whom it had 
been sealed up by legislation. It has brought 
up the revenues and brought down the expenses 
while reducing the taxes until nearly eighty 
million dollars of debt have been extinguished 
in the first eleven months of General Grant’s 
administration. Ithas laid its tariffs to protect 
labor from adverse competition that it might 
have the comforts of a home and the means 


of education and relaxation from long hours | 


of toil. 

A party which has done all this will not stop 
here unless its mission has ended. All its 
memories in the past and all its hopes in the 
future commit it to progress and reform. It 
will again reduce the taxes—taking off those 
which bear oppressively upon labor and pre- 
vent manufactures for export, which would 
increase employment without reducing its rela- 
tive pay. It will reduce interest by funding 
the debt in some of the modes proposed. It 
will go on triumphaut in the future, because 
it has been faithful in the past, keeps pace with 
the rapid strides of the present, and reaches 
forward to anticipate the aspirations of the 
future. 

CURRENCY AND PUBLIC DEBT. 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Chairman, in com- 
ing to the discussion of the questions con- 
nected with the curreney and public debt I 
feel the hesitation and timidity which the ap- 
proach to a subject so vast and important must 
engender. Wherethe debatable ground covers 
sO great a space andinvolves so greata variety 
and so many conflicting interests it is next to 
impossible to rid one’s self of the influence of 
his section, of his business, his experience, 


and his associations, and judge in the impartial 


light of facts and principles of the expediency 
and propriety of the measures proposed for 
our adoption. One looks at the subject as a 


the home of his nativity, who comes to cast || banker; another asa bondholder; another as a 


| the measures which will give relief where 


| indeed may be surmounted but cannot 


| dens imposed upon the nation by the w 


| 
| a much more difficult question. 
! 
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creditor ; another as a debtor; another stil] 

an officer of the Government. Nothing - 
comparison of all our views can elicit the . th 
and elaborate such measures as will rear) 
beneficially to the nation. No one may he 
ever exalted his character or powerf'a! 
position or clear his understanding, can Ban 


needed in the great difficulties which now . 
round us; difficulties which are ag req] ar 
solid as the morasses and mountains ’ 


° Which 
check the traveler in the wilderness 


whi in 
: he we 
moved, which must be recognized fully befor 
they can be overcome by that adequate a; 
reasonable preparation which all prudent moey 
make before undertaking the accomplishmen: 
of vast designs. The readjustment of the by: 
H ar and 
the adjustment of our system of curreney ane 
only second to those arising in the managemor: 
of the war itself, and demand that candor and 
temperance in discussion which are only +} 
result of a high and disinterested purpose ; 
subserve the public good. 

I do not propose to discuss any one of th. 
measures before the House upon the subjeo: 
of the currency ; but rather to treat of son, 
of the principles which seem to me to be im 
portant in arriving at a proper understandino 
of the questions involved. 

In entering upon this work the question ny 
urally arises whether it would be better : 
make radical and sweeping changes or to | 
at the existing state of affairs and provide s 
remedies and make such provisions as, leay! 
them where they are, will give better shap 
them. 

We find a debt of some twenty-one hund 
and seventy million dollars bearing. inter: 
and of some three hundred and _ninety-! 
million dollars in legal-tender notes and { 
tional currency. We find some three hundy 
millions of national bank notes in circulati: 
with the indorsement of the Government 1 


|| them, in addition to the promises overdue 


to become due. 
| There seems to be little opposition to «| 
refunding of the public debt, and it need hard 
be argued to-day that it is a desirable mea 
ure and of the first importance. How to do 
successfully and without loss to the people 
But it ma 
be asserted with confidence that nothing wi 
be done in this connection to alter radically 
the present condition of things. Whatever i 
_ done will be done carefully and gradually. 
But in relation to that part of the debt used 
| as currency we find a much greater difference 
of opinion and a fixed determination to effe 
more radical changes. The withdrawal of th 
| legal-tenders and the substitution of free na 
| tional bank notes is demanded by some. The 
| withdrawal of all bank notes and the substitu- 
| tion of legal tenders is demanded by others. 
| The contraction of the currency directly is 
| insisted upon by some, its expansion is clam 
| ored for by others as the true remedy. These 
propositions are wide as the world apart, and 
involve the business prosperity of the country. 
| Other plans involve a redistribution of the bank 
| currency among all the States, or an addition 





of it to a moderate amount for the benefit of 
| the western and southern States. 
| The plan of general redistribution came near 


'| becoming the law at the last session of Congress 


| 


! 


giving to the older and Atlantic States a vast 
preponderance in the control of this currency 
and the banking privileges and facilities con- 
nected with it. Had the bill passed, bya grad: 
ual and easy method the equilibriam woud 
have been adjusted, or rather now would have 
been in the process of adjustment, and thes 
very great relief been afforded to the country. 
The ,ustice of the measure commended itse!! 
| toall reasonable minds, and nothing prevente’ 
its general support but the fear of a derang’ 


in view of the unequal system now in force, 
| 


1870. 


¢ nt of tl 
nsettling 
“a cons 
} chant 
oney mé 
non the 
rreatest 1 
: id eolu 
argue 
spentcal 
is brou; 
it cont 
r our fi 
the medi 
to the wh 
ot in far 
ci] le, but 
result in 
Inion, le 
to admin 
eontracti 
4 redund 
it injure 
hese la 
measure 
legree ; | 
tives hac 
that dot 
! leased { 
But n 
uid tha’ 
traction. 
rinia ha 
t yn, Wh 
held on 
this day 
lar, alth 
red {01 
branch « 
After th 
[ast fav 
again to 
their vo! 


head be 
eounted 
this is 
judgme 
The 
Vhen ; 
prosper 
more ra 
lands w 
factorie 
roads a 
interes! 
tion ? 
Connec 
compla 
growth 
pled? 
a redw 
tested | 
[f th 
that re 
meat is 
creater 
have. 
for do] 
be mo 
wealth 
to pay 
foreign 
ton ma 
the ma 
itudes 
finanes 
these ¢ 
should 
seem sg 
The 


expan: 
rency, 
South 
East ; 
will ha 
not. 
she ev 














1870. 


+t of the business of the Atlantic States, the 
attling of investments, and the withdrawal 
a cons iderable amount of currency from its 
pene , producing a stringency in the 

market. Whenthe test votes were taken 
the measure those States having the very 
test redundancy of this currency voted in 
i column to retain it, notwithstanding they 
ij argued and striven for contraction with ap- 

»tcandorand sincerity. Whenthe measure 

ught home these States suddenly found 
yntrac tion was not the sovere ign remet ly 
ir financial ills, and repudiated he artily 

. medicine they had been offering so freely 

the whole nation. ‘They were, it was found, 

+ in favor of contraction as an abstract prin- 
nie, but in favor of it in such a shape as would 

It in the bankruptcy of one portion of the 

ion, leaving their own part as the survivors 

.\dminister upon the insolvent’s estates. If 

traction would injure those States having 

lundant circulation, how much more would 

ire those having an insufficient amount? 

‘hese latter States “des ired e xpans ion. The 
neasure proposed would give this in a limited 
ree; and had the States whose Representa 
ves had urged contraction stood ssaavels for 
it doctrine both sides might have been 

d and accommodated. 

But now after these votes it may sately be 
t there is no section that favors con 
tion. The Atlantic States north of Vir 
nia having $242,000,000 bank paper circula 
n, while all the balance had br ut $58,000,000, 
ld on with iron grasp to their currency, and 

day hold it, unwilling to relinquish a dol- 

although the West and South have clam 

| for relief, and have suffered in every 
ch of business from the scarcity of money 
\fter these votes are we to be told that the 
tfavors contraction? Isthat cry again and 
to be rung in our ears when we know by 

r votes and acts that they favor a redundant 

per currency? Now, they have a 
ilation of more than twenty dollars to the 
ead beside the legal tenders, which may be 
yunted at ten dollars more to the head. Yet 
them in their 


( 
‘ 


bank cir 
AT it 


is not too much for own 
loment. 
The facts show that it is not too much. 


on was that section of the country 
rosperous? When did cities and towns 
wre rapidly? When were farms and farm- 
inds more valuable? When were mills and 
tories more remunerative ? When were rail- 
ads and canals and the entire transportation 
erests of that region in better paying condi 


9 


nm? Do we hear the men of Massac husetts 


more 


rrow 


mnecticut, New York, and Pennsylvania 
mplaining of hard times. Has not the 
rrowth and prosperity there been unexam- 


led? And yet they have had this curse of 
redundant, irredeemable, dishonored, pro 
ned c urrency ! 

f this dishonored paper currency is good for 
that region it is good for us. What is their 
neat is not our poison. We have no more or 

reater dread of this kind of money than they 
And we believe that if we had dollar 
for dollar what they have the country would 
be more seonnineas. more powerful, 
weeny better able to pay taxes, better able 

0 pay debts, private and public, domestic and 
tore ign. Why not? Why can the man in Bos- 
n make a better use of a paper dollar than 
the man in C hicago? Is there a virtue in lat- 
itudes or longitudes ? Have we guardians in 
finances whose duty it is to handle carefully 
these dangerous paper dollars for us lest we 
should burn our fingers with them? It would 
seem so. 

The sentiment of this country is in favor of 
expansion. The Kast has an inflated paper cur- 
rency, will not surrender it, and the West and 
South want and demand just as much as the 

“ast; notone dollar more, notone. And they 

willhave it. Thereis no reason why they should 
not. All the clamor against an expansion of 
the currency falls instantly dead before the 


nave 


more | 


the States which have this 


THE 


| their issues in coin, 


| engine of 


put out 
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experience of the past five years. Theorize 
as much as you will abont specie payments, 


dream as much as you will about resumption, 


declaim as much as you will about the eur- 
rency of the world, the great living, breatl 

ing, uncontradicte d fact of the prosperity of 
inflated, redundant 
icy breaks down and buries forever 
conclusions The Atlantie States 
in their daily business 


and will never will 


lingly sur 


paper curr “j 
all such 
know the importance 
of paper money, 
render it 

I eling the eee argument the plan 
of some now resorted to is to retain their own 
circulationand allow ie e or unrestricted bank- 


ing upon the present basis This, it is said, 


‘ 
iorce 


will - currency enough to the South and 
We Che danger is that it will give too much ; 
for with the present pressure for .\dditional 
( irciliialt a very large number of banks will 
be established and a flood of paper money 


issued ; an enormous expansion may 
and the resultant fluctuations in the value of 
all things accompany it. This will inevitably 
be the result upon the present basis of banking 
with a circulation redeemable in legal-tenders. 
Hor with the present amount of legal-tender 
bank billis held to be equal to a 
legal-tender note, and there is no pecial de- 
mand for the latter for any purpose whatever. 

Free banking upon the present basis would 
be the most unlimited measure of paper expan 
sion possible and cannot be thought of seri 
ously as a feasible plan, although « 


ensue, 


circulation a 


ertain gen 


tlemen who have sung the syren song of con 
| traction would prefer it to a redistribution of 
the national currency, depriving them of a por 
tion of their old time profits . Free banking on 
this plan is the very ant 'P ydes of contraction. 
The free banking system was before the war 


adopted in certain States, and no limit fixed to 
the circulation; the result in some States was 
} inflati rency, 
, then the breaking of banks, 

to the 
all healthy 


rs brought 


the most extraordi yns of cur 

then Hucty ition 

the bankruptey of traders, great lo 

people, and an utter destruction of 
33 forget the disa 


nary 


eannot 


upo th pe ple ( fthe Wr st by je ana bank- 
ing systems of Indiana and L[llinois in 185 

1855, 1856, and 1857. Many millions were lost, 
[ see the same evils ahead of now with a 


ai 
han rissne 


nw 


temofl free 


sredeemable in paper. 


On the other hand, to divert the tention 
by the sound of a — name, certain 
gentlemen propose a system of free banking 
with the issues redeemable in gold. This would 
result in just : great a proportional con 


traction of the currency; for with a provision 
all national banks to redeem 
giving ail banks and per- 
esult would 
, to avoid ruin, would at 
their circulation for 
fear of being compelled to redeem it with gold 
at a premium. ‘The scarcity of coin would 
prevent the possibility of redemption; gold 
would go up, paper money become scarcer and 
scarcer, and instead of free banking we would 
have free bankruptcy. These gentlemen who 
propose this kind of free banking propose also 
to withdraw legal tenders at the same time and 
substitute for them bank notes, thus making 
it a double engine of contraction, cutting down 
on one side bank notes and on the other legal- 
tenders. Of all the systems or schemes of 
contraction this is the most sweeping, radical, 
and dangerous; better a thousand times con- 
tract at the rate of ten millions a month in 
the Treasury than to set this double-geared 
oppression at work to emasculate 
and eviscerate the business of the country. 
Withdraw $356,000,000 of greenbacks and 
that amount in bank notes, mak- 
ing $673,000,000 of bank and how 
long could we maintain specie payment with 
$150,000,000 of gol lin the country and acon 
stant demand for every dollar of it in the Treas- 
ury every year for duties on imports, an ever- 
living demand keeping up the price, always 


of law requiring 

ons the liberty to issue alike, ther 
be that ex! 
onee begin to withdraw 


ting bank 


+ . 
notes, 
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holding buyers market for it? Ifit were 
possible to make the substitution then at once 
the effect wi 


in the 


suld be disastrous, resumption and 
redemption would cease in less tha: | 
days, and in the end zg ld would go up and 
paper down, and <¢ 
follow. 

How much better would it be if the work « 
ubstitution should be gradual? Cont 
would begin and tution wi 
and when the 
no legal tenders 


Pigs? 


yntraction with ruin 1 ld 


substi 
work was done there woul 
and but few bar kk 
little gold now in the country wou 

balance an equal amount of bank 
we would have a currency of 


held 1 
notes, and 


about three hun 


dred millions, half coin and half paper. Bat 
even if the currency were just half and half we 
have no assurance that gold would not even 
then bear a marked premium, and, on account 


of its scarcity and the fact that it is preferr 
for the payment of interest on the debt, cor 
tinue at a premium regularly. 
rhe shifts and expedients to a 
bution donot end here. Itis proposed to allow 
to the West and South an additional amount 
f bank circulation upon the present basis, fix 
ing a definite amount 
be consi 


Ol | redi 


This plan, if the amount 
lerable 1 to afford banking facil 
ferable to the so-called system 


A hundred millions allowed to 


ied region would give substan 


would not the n put them upon an 


enoug! 
ities, 18 pr 
free banking. 
‘ } 


ne unsuppl 


aid, arn | 





‘ oor with the older States. The advantas 
this plan is that the amount of e gen 
exactly known and established, and always wi 

be subject to legislative control, flactuati 
vill not be likely to ensue, and everything cor 
nected with it can be made a matter of 


hundred’and fifty 
all t] ( Ss ) tl 


(jne 
millions of bank circulation for 
and all the We 
for the eastern 


be ane j! 


rate calenlation. 


t, compured with $2 
and middle States, would 
al proportion, but would approx 


the result desired. 

But a more desirable method than 
would » to issue from the Treasm LOW 
000,000 more of legal-tenders, and iake 


their value in six per cent. bonds; thu 
ing the interest on these bonds, no little t 
‘ > he blessing - . irculati hat will + 
ior the biessing ot a circulation that will 
pay debts, which is not a legal-tender, which 
is made good by the promises of the Gove 
ment on the bonded basis and in the indor 


ment on the bill. Who can demonstrate tl 


ya ep of bank circulation is equal to 
dollar of legal-tender money Who dat 

that dint which will not pay debts is a od 
or better than that which will pay debt And 
yet this is what the man says who prefers a 


that will not pay | debt sto a legal 


will. He if, too, 


bank note 
tender 
knows 


1:7 ' ' 
wnien when i 


full we 


li thatth« tenet ender co I th 
ing and that the bank note costs every year 
six per cent. in gold. Which, then, in the 


common sense is the | 

the legal-tender or the note Can any 

one hesitate for a moment ? Can Fr man of 

common understanding look up at 

the costly bank note which will not : fo a debt 

to the cheap greenback that will 
But yntraction will ay at 


once it is this very legal-tender quality that I 
‘ 
t 


eye of etter currency, 


bank 


yl pre fer 


the advocate of ¢ 


dislike, that I want to get rid of. I want to 
come down to the hard-pan, to hard money, 
to a smaller volume of currency, to lower 


ir 

to cheaper wages, to the world’s stand 
work and property. Frank and manly 
You are, indeed, for contraction and 
dare say so. You believe we are on th 

bankruptcy and ruin and J yu want 
to bring it on at once and be do with if 

You do not want the people to have anything 
to pay debts with but coin, and if they « 

get that you want them to go to the wall, br uk 
Legal-tenders to you 


an obstruction 


prices, 
ard for 
man ! 

you 


eve of 


up, and so quit busines 
are a nuisance, are y 

and your debtors. You would clear this barrier 
Lway at once so that youec fOr 


While gold is a 





is now in our 








bob 
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intry, and while the drain for interest and | from the honest and regular sales of gold by 
'an honest, faithful, and excellent Secretary 


mposts and debts abroad continues constantly, 
i never can be our currency We must have 


i legal-tender substitute 
ippose that to-day every legal-tender note 


‘ t 

was de stroyed and we had in its stead a bank 
how could the judgments of courts be 
paid? Bank notes would not pay one of them. 
Howcould ordinary debts be paid? Bank notes 
would be idle and useless for such a purpose. 
Hiow | ng could specie be found to pay off the 
debts, judgments, and contracts becoming due 

ua year by the thousand millions ? 

“Ah!” but says the advocate of bank paper, 

‘we willmake the substitution gradual,and then 

1 I! flow in and accumulate in our 


‘ne Com Will 


note, 


| ask, what magic power is there in 


Corer 

the bank note to attract gold to our shores? 
Does the chanye of paper open some hidden 
Arethosa under the oeean to pour its golden | 
waves in our business channels? Can you 


mpel the bankers of the land to keep ont in 


reulation the present athount of notes when | 


hey must buy gold at a ruinous premium to 
leem them, and keep it lying constantly idle 
their vanlts to meet such demands? The 
practical effect will be that they will all eurtail 
their issues, some will quit the business of 
banking, and contraction, nothing but contrac- 
tion, will bethe result. This 
pel the bankers to bring inand hold an amount 
of coin for the purposes of redemption, but it 
will in circulation, and at best the 
mount will be small as compared with the 
present volume of our eurrency. The con 
traction resulting will reduce prices, particu- 
larly of labor, and our agricultural products 
elling at low figures in foreign markets may 
bring a little additional amount of coin. We 
are not prepared to submit to a seale of prices 
for labor and material on a level with the down- 
trodden and impoverished subjects of Huropean 
tyranny. ‘The policy advocated travels rapidly 
in that direction. 

All propositions for national free banking, 
ir for an inereased banking cireulation, look 
to a withdrawal of the legal-tender currency ; 
and the argument for the substitution of this 
currency is that this will bring about a resump- 
tion of specie payment: that as greenbacks 
become scarcer bank notes will become more 
valuable, and that finally when there are no 
more legal-tenders bank notes must needs be 
at par, since there will be nothing left then to 

leas with but coin; and that as a matter of 
course the coin will, toaccommodate us, flow in 
copious streams and stay in in large quantities 
just to accomplish this grand work. 
eem feasible to some gentlemen. My belief 
is that the age of miracles has long passed. 

The withdrawal of legal tenders in our expe- 
rience of the last five years overthrows this 
theory. Secretary MeCulloch in his report 
of 1867, said: 

‘Since the lst day of September, 1805, the tempo- 
rary loans, the certificates of indebtedness, and the 
fiveper cent. notes have all been paid: thecompound- 
interest notes have been reduced from $217 024,100 to 
S71L875,040; the seven-thirty notes from $830,000,000 
{oS337,978,800; the United States notes, (greenbacks, ) 
including fractional eurreney, from $459,505,511 to 
S3S7,871,477, whieh the eash in the Treasury has in 
reased from $88,148,055 to $133,498,50s8,"" 

Here is an aggregate of over seven hundred 
and forty-two millions of paper legal-tender 
circulation taken up and canceled, and yet no 
approach to specie payment. How did this 
withdrawal operate in the years ensuing 1867? 
The price of gold did not diminish, and two 
years after it was made in the summer and fall 
of 1869 gold was at 
1867 it was It may be safely said that 
these reductions do not have the effect the 
advocates for retiring legal-tenders claim. 

The experience of the last few months goes 
further to contradict their theory. Within that 
time coin hag gone down to 119 and 120, 
and near those amounts. Not from any redue- 
tion of legal-tenders, not from any action of 
national banks, not from any greatly increased 
payment of the public debt, but most likely 


not be 


rec 


128, 


method will ecom- 


his may | 


130 to 133, while in } 


j 


| 


of the Treasury, and by a comparatively small 
foreign demand for imports. But let this arise 
from what cause it may no man can say that 


| it came from a nee of legal-tenders. 


We cannot afford to make any experfments 
in that direction, for such a course would be 
purely an experiment, a leap in the dark, with 


| the portentous warning of recent experience 


_——— a 


staring us in the face. 

Another objection to the projects for free 
national banking is this: anew debt is created 
bearmg a low rate of interest as a basis, some 
at an annual coin interest of $8 65, some at 
four dollars, and others at $4 50 per annum, 
These bonds are te be substituted for the bonds 
now on deposit with the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, or are to be the basis of any newly estab- 
lished banks. By this means the amount of 
annual interest is increased in the amount ac 
eruing upon bonds thus used. The interest on 
the present basis amounts to something over 
$20,000,000 in gold annually, and at the re- 
duced rate would at the lowest figures exceed 


| $12,000,000 in gold; while if the circulation 


was enlarged and, as some suppose it would be, 
doubled, the interest the nation would be com- 


pelled to pay on their circulating medium, in | 


addition to the present interest, would be from 
twenty-six to forty million dollars annually ; 
certainly no trivial additional burden. 

As 
national banking system and its extension the 
Comptroller of the Currency, a most excellent 


'and faithful officer, says that banks under it 
'} can and do lend the people money at lower 


rates of interest than private banks, and that 


| they keep the rate of interest down at moderate 
| rates, and but for them the rates would be nearly 


doubled. Now, I deny that it is a fact that as 


| a general thing national banks do loan money 


| at 


lower rates than other banks. And I fur- 
ther deny the fact that interest is kept down at 
moderate rates. National bankers, like all 
others, get the best rates possible for their 
money, and those rates have been all over the 
land very high, too high. 

I need scarcely go into proof of this when 
money commands from ten to twenty-five per 
*ent. und cannot be had at any rate, in many 
instances, from national or private banks. So 
far from keeping the rates of money down, they 
were never so high as since the existence of 
these very banks. The fact appears by hisown 
report that very many of these banks are mere 
currency factories and do very little legitimate 
banking business. The great complaint is that 
these banks do not loan money. A glance at 
the tables showing their loans and discounts as 


compared with their capital stock shows that | 


in the State of Mainethere are twenty-six banks 
whose loans and discounts are less than their 
capitalstock. In Pennsylvaniathere are twenty- 
two of the same class, in New Hampshire 


twenty-seven, and so for other States: showing | 


that hundreds of banks are living upon their 
circulation and the interest on their bonds, and 
not engaged in loaning money in any very great 
amounts. This is especially true of eastern 
banks. ‘Those of the West show a greater 
amount of activity and accommodation, there 
being but fifteen in Ohio and eight in Indiana 
where the loans and discounts are less than the 
deposits. Whatever the advantages of national 
banks may be, this one of loaning money at 


| either high or low rates, named by the Comp- 


| 


troller, is not one of them. Private bankers 
do quite as well in the business of loaning to 
the people as anybody ; and this argument can- 
not be advaneed in favor of increasing the 
extent and powers of the national bank system. 
The loans and discounts in the aggregate of all 
the national banks was in January, 1869, 
$644,000,000 ; in April, $662,000,000; in June, 
$686,000,000, and in October, $682,000,000. 
But the greatest loans in proportion to the 
anauir bank capital were found in the large 
cities East and West, evidently the result of 


another argument urged in favor of the | 
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‘ 
trade and commerce and not of the natio, 
'| banking system. at 
It is argued that if the legal-tender po 
were out of the way the national bank no, 
becoming redeemable and being issneg 
institutions in sympathy with trade, would oo, 
tract and oxpand in obedience to the lay , 
supply and demand, and so possess tho o) 
ment of elasticity. 

This would he a good argument if the pa, 

1 But the total inabil: 


could redeem in coin. 
of redemption, present and prospective, y 
override the laws of supply and demand, |’ 
question will never arise, and the boasted ela: 
ticity of a system which breaks before it hew;, 
to bend will never and can never be testo 
The circulation of $650,000,000 of bank: novo 
in a country always hungry for gold for inter, 
and imports would be frightened by the go) 
lin of redemption into a much smaller gy, 
and the only elasticity that would be seen woy|,) 
be that of shrinkage. The adaptation to hy 
ness possessed by such a currency would mo 
probably be that which would narrow it to »), 
a compass as that it could be with facility 
deemed ; and instead of $650,000,000 of pa) 
we might possibly have $200,000,000, sure! 
not much greater sum than the amount of 
the gold that.conld be gotten together y 
which to meet the pressure for redemption 

Suppose we had .an exclusive coin cire 
tion, how much talk would we hear of an ¢! 
tie currency having adaptability to the way: 
of business? Notaword, Coin seems to | 
| the great desideratum, and yet it is as inela 
| tie as greenbacks. The fact that it may {1 
| out of the country when there is a surplus do: 
not make the remainder elastic, that is, ; 
tract and expand to suit the emergency) 
million of gold dollars ig ever a million, ai 
shrinkage and adaptability are not amon; 
| good qualities. When we come down to ¢! 
solid coin this thing of elasticity vanishe 
gold dollar will no more loan itself or inv 
itself, if it is not needed for business, than 
greenback. <A gold dollar, if paid into | 
Treasury, isas much locked up and withdray 
from circulation as a greenback. It is just 
easy to absorb large amounts of gold dolla 
and hold them in the Treasury away from bu 
ness at a time when they are needed as gre: 
| backs, and a contraction of gold currenc 
the result of collections in the Treasury 
as much as the contraction of greenbacks 
the resnlf of their collection. So, too, wit 
disbursements. All the world unite in say’ 
that the best currency is coin, which has: 
the first shade of elasticity in it. Why, 
this ardent desire for a paper currency 
unlike it? 

The fiowing in and out of coiu from and t 
foreign uations under the operations of tra: 
is a very different thing from this elastic pa 
money which is to dry up or pour out to 
the season. If you have nothing to sell to | 
eign countries, if you have no debts due } 
there, you cannot get the coin, since they hay 
/ not yet been found benevolent enough to is 
it to us gratis, It will not flow in though 5 
may want it ever so badly. It will not expen 
| a dollar just to meet necessities. 

But this patent elastic paper currency doc 
not depend upon any contingency of this ki! 
The banker is to be free to print his promis 
for business, for trade, for the mechanic, t! 
farmer, and the speculator, and should the 
latter gentleman need very large sums he ani 
his friends are to have them till the elastic bans 
stretches to its full extent or breaks. ‘The in 
coming and the outgoing of coin depend upo! 
the great laws of trade ; the issuing of an elastic 


paper currency depends upon the caprices 80 
whims of speenlators. 

It may be said that in the supposed cas 
when the balances of trade were against ls 


that we could, if we were in great need 0! 
coin, borrow it, and thus meet the demand for 
eurrency. In the first place, to this I answer 
it is a very poor and unprofitable way to gett; 
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.the second place, if our business men 
row they can do it just as well under 
banking system as a purely coin eur- 


not Borrowed money is the same in either 
: i ion,must be withdrawn, and is not strictly 
| ) jogitimately a part of the Circulating me- 


ay of a nation. A borrowed currency is 
or elastic nor permanent, will not stay 
I 
attempt to create an elastic currency 
ing it into the Treasury and issuing, 
for three or four per cent. bonds is a 
| erable device to aid lazy money holders. It 
thing more nor less than the Government 
ving interest on deposits. Suppose the Gov- 
jment should offer to rent all the empty 
.ses, how much sillier would it be than to 
» interest on alltheidledollars? If either 
.d of property ought to be favored it would 
om more reasonable to rent the houses. And 
‘the Government goes into the renting of 
nty houses, why not hire the idle men and 
: horses, and so make all branches of business 
is tic? 
in view of the history of the country since the 
war [do not hesitate to say thatthe very fact that 
r legal-tender curreney was non-elastic and 
exportable,and thatthe bank-note currency 
founded upon and redeemable in it was of the 
ime nature, has been among their greatest 
rtues. The bankers of Kurope have not been 
ble to interfere with us. Our currency has 
t heen drawn off at times when we needed it. 
he supply, if not sufficient, has at least been 
esular, and but for a needless and profitless 
ntraction of about one fifth of the volume 
would have met the demands of our business 
n 





Abundanee is a much more dasirable quality 
an elasticity, is not a fizmeant of the brain, 
an appreciable fact, and .s as distinct from 
, excess of currency as the full, strong, clear, 
| powerful stream is from the current over- 
wing its channels, tearing away improve- 
ents and destroying property and life. An 
ibundant currency makes low rates of inter- 


st; too great an excess, like too great a | 


arcity, makes them high, for in both in- 
stances money becomes a mere tool for speeu- 
ators. The test is easily applied. Whenever 

isiness men cannot get money at reasonable 
rates for legitimate transactions, and specula- 
tive transactions are few, it may be safely said 
that money is too scarce. 


There ought always | 


to be enough of the circulating medium to do | 


ordinary business. At present there is not. 
Money cannot be had for any price to handle 
the produce of the West and South this year, 


and the scarcity is achronic evil. Speculations | 


are infrequent. 
We must have more currency. We cannot 
afford to pay the enormous rates of interest we 
¢ have been paying. We do not demand the 
‘urrency for speculation. 
ieeded every day in handling our business. 
Look at the daily financial reports for the past 
year. 
4 _ it will be time to stop expansion when our 
isiness men get some relief, not till then. 
Speculations arising from mere expansion in a 
moderate degree will be few. To expand with 
moderation isthe part of wisdom. ‘Tl’o launch 


paper redemption is to go out upon the illimit- 
, able ocean of speculation without chart or 
compass. To expand in asum certain is the 
ome only safe plan. ‘Then our business men can 
w make their caleulations upon it. If prices are 
‘0 go up they can approximate them. Our 
atety in the present and in the past, with the 
rredeemable paper currency we have, has been 
'n the fact that its exact amount has been 
xnown of all men. 
oer «now the possibility of a corner and be able 


last 


It is absolutely 


into a wholesale system of free banking with | 


Setter in my judgment to | 


our paper currency for three years past is due 
to the fact that all the world knew just how 
much we hadout. There was no doubt or ap- 
prehension as to the amount, no fears of enor- 
mous Over issues on the part of the bondholder, 
and none of sudden and great contractions 
on the part of the trader. The amount of 
3690,000,000 of legal-tenders, fractional cur- 
rency, and bank notes has stood still fora year 
past, and there have been no fluctuations, but 
a steady rise in the value of-currency. The 
only corner, the only terror, the only ruin has 
been connected with gold. 

The choice will have to be made if it be 
deemed best to enlarge our circulation between 
legal-tenders and bank notes. And as a final 
and conclusive argument against expansion in 
legal-tenders in any great amount and in favor 
of the issue of bank notes, it is said that sec- 
tion second of the act of June 30, 1864, ‘to 
provide ways and means forthe support of the 
Government and for other purposes,”’ forbids 
an issue of United States notes in excess of 
$400,000,000. ‘This is announced to be the 
utmost limit of legal-tender expansion. And 
my good friend from Illinois, [ Mr. Incerso.t, } 
in view of this, has introduced a bill to add 
just $44,000,000 to our present amount of 
$356,000,000 of legal tenders, as if the number 
$400,000,000 as applied to this matter was in 
its nature inviolable, immutable, and irrepeal- 
able. Let ws examine it a moment. 

‘The object of this provision was to prevent 


'the depreciation of the bonds about to be 


thrown upon the market by an over issue of 
legal-tender notes. ‘This was no doubt wisely 
provided atthe time. Butit may be well ques- 
tioned whether the reasons that operated to 
cause its enactment have not entirely ceased. 
The law was enacted during the war, while the 
very existence of the Government was in peril 
and its credit of course somewhat weakened. 
Now we are at peace, victorious, with a recon- 
structed Union, and pursuing a prosperous 
career. Now ourcredit isgood. ‘Then it was 
supposed that our paper currency was ample. 
Now it is known that it is not. It is now pro- 


posed to put the promises of the Government | 


as an indorser upon an indefinite amount of 
bank notes. This is held to be no breach of 


faith, no measure of depreciation, no blow at | 


our credit, no harm to the bondholder. Itisa 
time-honored maxim ‘‘that when the reason 
of the law ceases the law itself ceases.’’ 
can put our national name on the back of .the 
bank notes ad libitum, why cannot we put it 
on the face of the greenback? How much 
more is our credit affected in the one case asa 
nation thaninthe other? Iftheone is secured 
by the bonds deposited, the other is secured 
by the bonds taken up and redeemed. If the 
one can be paid off by the sale of these bonds, 
the other can be by the reissue of those can- 
celed for legal-tenders. In either event the 
very same amount of bonds are used. 

‘The law of 1864, like any other law, may be 
repealed, and surely when the reason for its en- 
actment and continuance have ceased it should 
be taken from the statute-book. It certainly 
is clothed with no peculiar sancity and is not 
in the nature of a contract or compact, and in 
its very essence cannot be. 

There would seem, then, to be no real legal 
impediment in the way of an expansion of legal- 
tenders. The real difficulty would be in de- 
termining the true amount, and in point of fact 
this could only be approximated. The same 


| difficulty would be experienced with a gold cur- 


rency, with this additional hardship, that the 
drain of the whole world upon us and all its 


fluctuations would affect us. 


| tractionists, history has been appealed to 


If, then, we must expand the paper currency 
it were far better to do so with legal-tender 
notes. 

In addition to all other arguments of the con- 
as 


| establishing irrefutably the redundancy of our 


‘ to anticipate and prevent it than live in con- 

d fk ‘tant apprehension of evils which we cannot 

oe conquer because we cannot grasp them. 

‘ett he comparative steadiness in the values of | currency. 
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The Comptroller of the Currency and the 
Special Commissioner of the Revenue, able 
representative men of that school, state there 
was no limit to the amount of circulation banks 
might issue before the war, and the total issues 
were but a little in excess uf two hundred mil 
lion dollars. The argument derived from this 
statement is that there being no limit to paper 
issues in a healthy financial condition, and 
there having been but about two hundred mil 
lions of currency issued, that that is near the 
true amount of such circulation now demanded 
by business. The Special Commissioner says 
that : 

** The exeessof the present currency is also proved 
by the further fact that the amount of curreney in 
circulation has been arbitrarily increased during the 
past eight years considerably more than twofold.” 

_ Now, neither of these positions are founded 
In fact. 

‘There never was atime when the bank issues 
of this country were unlimited. Some States 
allowed banking privileges and gave charters, 
some refused them entirely, others granted 
them in a limited amount, others were free. 
The fact is, free banking was not a universal 


thing. ‘Their issues were limited by law very 
greatly. State banks were restricted to a cer- 


tain amount of issues; and there was a vast 
number of banks with special charters, fixing 
the amount Of their circulation. But there 
was another limit upon the circulation of these 
banks, stronger than anything that could be 
printed in the statute-book; it was the limit 
of credit. Hundreds of banks rested upon 
their individual credit, and though perfectly 
solvent their bills were worthless a few miles 
away from home. State, and even county 
lines bounded the region of their circulation, 
and no power could carry them beyond. ‘l'o 
assert that there was no limitation to bank- 
note circulation before the war, with these 
facts staring one in the face, seems to be a 
monstrous absurdity. The truth is we have 
never had a test applied to the business of this 
country as to the amount of paper currency 
actually needed, and never can have with 
mere local banks. Our present system is but 
a partial test, and so far as applied indicates 
an insufliciency in volume. Bank bills are 
not now, as in former times, assorted and sent 
home for redemption, but continue in circula- 


| tion because of the system which gives them 


' . . » + . 
credit in any corner of the Union. 


And this 
credit thus established, giving facilities to cir- 
culation, is called ‘‘an arbitrary increase.”’ 
There is an arbitrary demand for this and every 
other kind of currency, which calls out into 
circulation every dollar which the law will 
allow to be issued. It is an increase just about 
as arbitrary as the running of water down hill. 
No force is needed. 

The Commissioner says : 

“In the twenty-five years which elapsed from 1835 
to 1860, the paper circulation of the country, left free 
and untrammeled to expand itself, increased from 
$103,000,000 to $207,0000,000, or at the rate of four and 
thirty-six hundredths per cent. per annum. Now, 


| should the future demand continue to increase in the 


same ratio it would require the lapse of forty years 
from 1860, or until the year 1900, to bring the wants of 
the country up to the present supply.” 

Now, here are his facts, and this is the argu- 
ment of the Commissioner who has made the 
boldest, frankest, and ablest contest against the 
paper-money legal-tender system. This isthe 
strong position of that side; this their im- 
pregnable fortress of facts. This is the great 
irrefutable argument of experience; and it is 
not worth a straw. 

In the twenty-five years named, from 1855 
to 1860, the history of paper money in this 
country is as full of fiction as the Arabian 
Nights, and yet is as true as gospel. Who 
can recount the long roll of shinplasters th 
flooded the land from time to time? Wildcat 
reddog, bluepup, whitedog, old scrip, green 
scrip, individual notes, insurance company 
notes, plank-road notes, railroad notes, canal 


' notes, county orders, city orders, State notes, 
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‘ 


free bank notes, thicker ‘‘ than leaves in Val- 
filled the channels of business 
everywhere. Banks in New England sent mil- 
lions out West under contracts to keep their 
aper there in circulation for fixed periods. 
were hid away in the woods or swamps 
and even hundreds of thousands 
lara, and sending this stuff many miles 
in hopes that it would float about and 
ine home for redemption. Charters for 
; were gotten in distant States and carried 


; ca Tne 
jan TOSsa, 


b> ik 
ne tens 
lol 


Hikthan 


away out West and planted there to build up | 
the healthy circulation the country had before | 


the war. Some notes were worth their face, 
and ranged from thisdown to nothing. 
said that in Michigan the rule of barter was 


bushel for bushel, money for produce. 


It was | 


Phe people of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michi- | 


gan, Missouri, andthe West lost many millions 


| lent institution. 


by this legitimate ‘free and untrammeled’’ || 
| the currency was withdrawn, and a new and 


expansion of paper money. 

And this experience with paper money is 
referred to as an instance of a healthy, regular, 
fair, and legitimate growth of the paper circu- 
lation of the country! In Indiana we had a 
general smash of banks in 1855; we had a 
terrible blow up in 1857; we had tight times 
just before the war, and never had so good a 
paper currency for all purposes as we have 
now. 
States, particularly those west. 

l'rom the best data I can obtain the bank- 


annihilated the Ohio banks. The State had 
very little circulation of its own for years 
within its borders; Kentucky, Tennessee, In- 
diana, Illinois, Virginia, and Louisiana sup- 
plied the vacancy. In addition, the personal 
iability clause attached to stockholders was a 
great impediment. 


Indiana had from 1832 to 1855 a State bank | 


of some three millions capital, a most excel- 
In 1852 a free bank law was 
passed which was poorly guarded, and the con- 
sequence was that a large amount of circula- 
tion insufliciently secured was issued—some 
nine million dollars. Banks were located in 
the woods, in out of the way places, having lit- 
tle property and no money. There were ninety- 
four of these banks, and fifty-one of them sus- 
pended, the billholders losing many of them 
a half, two thirds, and three fourths of the face 
of the notes. The system soon broke down, 


solvent State bank with $6,000,000 capital 


| substituted. 


And this is true of the neighboring | 


ing systems of the States which had them prior | 


to the war were irregular, insufficient, and 
some of them poorly guarded; while other 
States allowed no banks within their borders. 
Some banks were founded on a specie basis, 
some on a safety fund, and others, which were 
called free, on the deposit of stocks. There 
was no system, no common understanding, no 
uniformity; some banks issued largely and 


their money was ofa poor quality ; country banks | 
were discredited in the cities; when the great | 


banks contracted the small ones expanded, 
and then came the day of reckoning, of the 


assorting bills, the suspension of the weak in- | 
stitutions, and the losses, confusion, failures, || 


and bankruptcy of innocent parties. 


‘The banks of New England were founded | 


on 2 specie basis, and the circulation in the 
model State, Massachusetts, was limited to 
twenty-five per cent. beyond the amount of 
paid-up capital. Our history furnishes no par- 
allel to the solvency, safety, and usefulness of 
these banks. ‘Time and again, when bank- 
ruptey was shaking the land as an earthquake, 
they stood firm. The free banking system 
never met with favor or success in New KEng- 
land. 

In New York the free banking system pre- 
vailed, and was comparatively successful when 
we regard that system in other States. 

The banking of Pennsylvania has been 
mainly done under special charters, and can 
in no sense be called free and unlimited. 
There was a free banking law, but so restricted 
as that it amounted to little compared with 
banks having special charters. 

In Maryland the State bank had a special 
charter; issues of cireulation were limited to 
hills of five dollars and over, and an individual 
liability clause to the amount of stock owned 
attached to stockholders, thus imposing re- 
strictions upon circulation. 

The system of New Jersey was mongrel. 
Special charters were granted to some twenty- 
four regular banks, and a free banking sys- 
tem in addition was provided which proved 
to be a nuisance. Under it a large amount of 
currency was issued, which soon became de- 
preciated and was finally withdrawn. 

Delaware had a State bank on a specie basis. 

Ohio had a safety-fund system with some 
forty-two branches as one form ; also, an inde- 
pendent bank system with limited capital ; also, 
a free banking system, which met with disaster 
hy loss of plates by theft. None of these sys- 
tems were popular. Tax laws in 1852 almost 


| after issue and soon became worthless. 


In Illinois the first State bank that went into 
operation had a nominal capital of $500,000, 
but a real capital of some oflice furniture and 
bank-note plates ; the notes began to apenas 

ie 
next State bank went into liquidation in 1842, 
a few years after its creation. The State had 
no banks from that time till 1851, when a free 
banking system was adopted; a portion of the 
banks being solvent, others circulated bills 
depreciated to from ten to seventy-five per 
cent. of their face. 

Michigan had a mongrel system of special 
charter banks and free banks; lowa had no 
banks worth naming; Wisconsin had a free 
banking system of limited extent. In Ken- 
tucky before 1834 the banks inflicted great 
losses on the people by their insolvency or bad 
management. Atter this time the Northern, 
the Southern, the Kentucky, and the Louisville 
banks, under special charters, did well, were 
solvent, and furnished from ten to thirteen 
million dollars of good circulation for the peo- 
ple of that and the near neighboring States. 

Tennessee had specially chartered banks—a 
State bank and some stock banks, and a free 
banking system, which met with little favor. 
At an early day the people suffered by their 
bad management. The banks of Tennessee 
had a limited credit out of the State, but at 
home furnished a fair currency. Missouri had 
a State bank with five branches, with fair credit 
and some two and a half millions of circula- 
tion. The Bank of Arkansas went down; it 
never did much business. Mississippi furnishes 
the most extraordinary specimen of extrava- 
gauce in this business. In 1840 the eighteen 
banks of this State had in the aggregate a cap- 
ital of $30,000,000,a circulation of $15,000,000, 
and loans amounting to $48,000,000 in round 
numbers. In 1850 there was one bank with an 
unpaid capital not worth reporcing and no loans. 

Louisiana had for its population immense 
banking capital as far back as 1836; some 


| thirty-two million of it were psid up, which ran 


down till in 1856 there were but about fifteen 
millions of bank capital. Specie was abundant 
here, commerce brisk, and no losses occurred 
from circulation. The banks of Alabama prior 


| to 1841 bad quite a large circulation, some 


seven millions; but interfering legislation cut 
it down almost entirely. The banks of Vir- 
ginia were at first under special charters, and 
in 1851 became free, furnishing some fourteen 
millions of circulation without loss to the peo- 
ple. North Carolina had banks with special 
charters and a capital of some six million dol- 
lars safely managed. The banks of South 
Carolina, ten in number, under spécial char- 
ters, in 1836 had some eight million of capital, 
and increased up to nineteen in number, hav- 
ing sixteen millions of capital and seven mil- 
lions of circulation, safely managed. 

The ten banks of Georgia in 1830 increased 
to twenty-one in 1855, sabthe capital rose from 
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four tothirteen millions inround numbers, a, 

the circulation from three to seven mill). 
without loss. This was done under gy... 
charters. Florida in 1838 had banks with 
capital of some two millions and a cirey|a,,, 
of about eight hundred thousand dollars we ah 
proved worthless and found no ee 
California had her banks based upon specie a: 
bullion and dealing in coin. Minnesota \. 
braska, Kansas, Texas, Oregon, and Ney, 


SUCCE sso) 


have not been taken into the account. 


Here, then, we see this mongrel illustra; 
circulation before the war; some of it exo. 
lent, some of it passable, some of it at a (i. 
count, some of it worthless; none of it go, 
all over the country ; the very best looked « 
with suspicion a few hundred miles from hom, 
We find under this old system that the Ju. 
banks were at points where the tide of gold w., 
brought in by foreign trade or from the mine. 
asat Boston, New York, New Orleans, Charlie. 
ton, and San Francisco. These few points 
under that system could breast the storm, Ap, 
here there was something like free banking i. 
very deed. But nowhere else. he nam. 
‘‘free banking’’ was an empty name almos, 
everywhere else, and had in many cases better 
been ‘‘ free bankruptcy.”’ 

I say, then, fearlessly, in view of all the facts, 
that we never have had an unlimited paper cir. 
culation; that we have never had an approac) 
to it; that our banks have been, before the way. 
hampered by narrow and illiberal charters; }y 
senseless restrictions ; by oppressive taxes; hy 
burdensome impositions; by a lack of credi; 
from their isolated position ; by the individual! 
folly of their officers ; by speculations, by frauds, 
and by wanton violations of the law until pape: 
money in many communities was an object of 
scorn, was scouted as shinplasters, rags, trash: 
and yet in the face of this we are told that the 
experiment has been made and that the fair 
and legitimate demands of the country, upon a 
fair trial, amount to the sum of $207,000,000, 
You had as well tell me that the soldier who 
has lived on half rations of hard-tack and fa: 
meat and whipped the enemy demands no more 
generous food at home with his family, and that 
the laws of health require him to be coulined 
to this rough diet simply because he survived 
the trial. 

No fair test has been applied upon this sub: 
ject. Before the war at all times our cur: 
reucy lacked uniformity, permanency, regu: 
larity, and sound credit. Good, bad, and 
indifferent notes were mixed together. Banks 
were continually assorting, and the carpet: 
bagger was abroad in the land gathering up 
and running home their notes. 

The great banks when necessary to exist: 
ence devoured the little ones, and these in 
turn warred on their masters. The State 
banks fought the local banks; they fought the 
brokers, und they the shavers and carpet: 
baggers, and vice versa. Like the fleas in the 
old rhyme: 

**Great fleas have little fleas, 
And these have less to bite ’em, 


And these fleas have smaller fleas, 
And so ad infinitum,” 


The war was perpetual and deadly, and it 
seemed to be the normal condition of affairs. 

How well does the present system compare 
with that—uniform, regular, safe, peaceable, 
without fluctuations, good alike everywhere: 
Practically refuting every day the clamor for 
contraction, stamping with the brand of folly 
the cry for the overthrow of established institu: 
tions and the inauguration of an era of exper! 
ments. ; 

Another argument used by the opponents 0! 
a liberal amount of currency is derived from 
high prices, both of living and labor. 1! ' 
broadly asserted that ‘‘this increase of prices 
and multiplication of exchanges is one of the 
chief causes of the disturbance of the trade 
and industry of the country.’’ ‘*That the 
present volume of currency is in excess | 
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fairs. _ Take a few instances. Flour of New York |! on it a duty of ten cents a pound and eleven {] increased by the tariff, but unoffending green- 
mpare vore the same price on the lstof January, 1861, per cent. ad valorem. \| backs should not be forced to bear the biame. 
eable. iat it did on the same day in 1870. Western The price of corn is higher, owing to failures || Furthermore, let it not be forgotten that the 
here a bore a higher price in 1861 than 1870. of the crops. In 1866, a year of plenty, it was || prices of 1870 are in greenbacks, while those 
or for Vheat is five cents a bushel higher in 1870 || within five cents a bushel of the price of 1860, || before the war are in gold. This will reduce 
t fouly i in in 1860, and ten cents higher thanin 1861. || being in 1866 ninety-five cents, and in 1860 || the prices of 1870 one sixth, and put many of 
: Taw *o " . ° ° ° vr. . i} . 
astitu ‘tay 1s twenty-five cents a hundred higher in || ninety centsa bushel. Whisky was twenty-four || them below those before the war. And yet they 
xperi 1870 than in 1860, and five cents higher than | anda half cents, twenty-six cents, and nineteen || are alleged to be ruinous, the spawn of infla- 
in 1861. Hops are the same in 1870asin 1861. || and three quarter centsin 1859, 1860, and 1861, || tion, “* the chief source of the disturbance of 
nts ( Leather, in 1870, is thirty cents a pound; in || and is ninety-eight cents a gallon in 1870, just || the trade and industry of the country. rhe 
| fre (S60, twenty cents a pound, with thirty-five || aLout the difference in the tax. Pork and its || facts are that prices are low, and the enemies 
lt 


ier cent. duty on in 1870, which nearly makes 
edifference. Tallow wasten and three fourths 


products is and has been notoriously growing 
scarcer, hog cholera having shortened the crop 


of paper currency must hatch up a new theory 
to account for them. 





its a pound in 1859, and ten and a quarter |, fearfully. The cause of the rise in pork is not Nor is the country in such a lamentable con- 
trade 1860, and ten cents in 1870. Wool, which || due to greenbacks, as certain gentlemen im- || dition as requires the severe remedy these gen- 
tthe Was lorty-two cents, forty cents, and thirtycents || agine. A careful review of these prices will || tlemen would apply. ‘The number of failures 
ess 1s n 1859, 1860, and 1861, is forty-eight cents in || show that there is no such state of facts as || in business since the war, notwith tanding the 


1868, fifty-seven cents in 1869, and fifty-one 
Cents & pound in 1870, and at the last date has 


alleged. There are many articles entering into 


daily use 


1 


in the family which have their prices 


many disturbing causes, have been fewer than 
before. | append a table showing the number 
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of failures and the extent of losses in the last |! 


twelve years, It will be borne in mind that the 
figures for 1862, 1863, 1864, and 1565 are forthe 
northern Statesalone. The totals of failures in 
number and liabilities for 1857 to 1860 inclusive 
are as follows: 


Dat Vo. Liahilitic a. 
ITTY T sccucinidcieminantiaabideicamebnieepeseauinzicd aan, arr 
STEED siiseerivisneld pinndatuenenverabe Sniinipoiinaltes 1,225 WO, 749,000 
TIT iccccesisiginiciaes maladies diibivaialaicididutiathinn » ovo 64,594,000 
NT hiesdsieubtepsidaahaaiaeblighiapaiel O76 70,807,000 
i lrinshcnubdindashihedachiced debi teal 6,00 ~ 07,210,000 
psa 1,652 25,004,000 
i ethichcdahscnuitdanssltitietinninsaasededicnee in 5,590,000 
a ae 2) 8,579, 000 
TRO5, A380 17,625,000 
i ckitrinaieusitcaslacteestabpvibewsit . 1,505 53,785,000 
PET eedilsssdsiddhs vchiadeesdianeg vooe 2, 000 915, 666,000 
ll inkieishasieaceonnseaioaetesscsttbes . 2,608 63,694,000 
1869 . 2,70 75,054,000 


These figures, which are very instructive, do 
not warrant in retrospect nor in prospect the 
gloomy forebodings of the last five years. 

The country is doing well, the people are 
neither alarmed nor in danger, and will pay 
little heed to the ardent patriots who are so 
keen to rescue them from fancied ills, espe- 
cially when they boldly declare that the wages 
of the poor laborer are too high, and that they 
should be cut down tothe Old World standard. 

‘Two and three years ago the constant cry of 
the enemies of our currency was that the high 
prices of clothing, of breadstuffs, of the poor 
man’s living were produced by an inflated paper 
currency. ig 
persistency of these gentlemen that the belief 
gained ground that this was true. 


At the time such was the vigor and | 


estates, inland trade dies, foreign commerce | 


dies ; the tens of thousands of mechanics, mer- | 


and men of general business, 
a great measure on borrowed 
are really doing an important 


chants, traders, 
who operate. in 
capital and who 


share of the work of society, would becompelled | 


at once to go to the wall. 

Reason as we may about high wages, about 
extravagant prices, about irredeemable cur- 
rency, about the glories of specie payments, 


about protested promises and hateful legal- | 


tenders, the country never was as prosperous 
as it has been with this accursed circulating 
medium. Cities are growing, farms improving, 
highways and railways being built, mills and 
factories being erected, the price of real estate 
is going up, and yet the cloistered students of 
finance, immured in the midnight of their 
studios, publish their lamentations over the 
miseries of a happy and prosperous people. It 
is not material wealth, it is not its highest evi- 
dence, a rapidly-improving country, that these 
Jeremiahs want—it is coin. Coin is their god, 
and they would bow down in idolatrous devo- 
tion to it though the grass grew in the streets 
and ‘the owl sung his watch-song in the 
tower.’’ 

The people care nothing about specie pay- 


| ment; they care nothing about the premium 
| of twenty or thirty per cent. on gold. Notone 


) subject. 


word of complaint comes from them upon that 
The complaint from that quarter is 


|| of a lack of currency, not a lack of gold. This 


Sut wool || 


went down, sheep went down, wheat and flour |) 


went down; corn went up, pork went up, and 
so for many other staple articles, taking oppo- 
site directions while the currency stood still. 
‘acts have utterly exploded the idea that the 
currency had anything to do with these prices. 
Supply and demand regulated these matters 
and not paper money. Indeed, it may be 
stated with confidence that the use of paper 
money in this country has no effect whatever 
upon the ruling prices of our great articles of 
export. Those prices are fixed by a power 
outside of the reach of our business and legis- 
lation; are fixed by the commercial world. 
The only question for us to determine is what 
disposition shall we make of affairs at home so 
as to stimulate production, give ease to busi- 
ness Operations, and enable the people to pay 
taxes, pay debts, push new enterprises, improve 
the country, and build solid foundations for 
their prosperity. 

It matters not so far as the price is concerned 
in foreign markets whether our laborers get 
their pay in gold or paper, that price will be 
the same. 
with our own citizen; forif he is to labor at 
the coin prices of the Old World, twenty, thirty, 
and forty cents a day, he knows very well that 
he can never rise from his present condition ; 
he knows well that his whole life must be one 
continued round of drudgery without relief, 
with no possibility and no hope ofaccumulating 
asurplus;andthathischildren and hischildren’s 
children must, like the farm laborers of England, 
Germany, and France, live in abject poverty in 
the hutsand cabins and upon the ground floors to 
which the rich man’s cattle are unused. He 
knows that poverty and hardship are and will 
be his lot all the days of his life, and that the 
few who have the capital of the country in 
their hands will hold it with greater ease and 
accumulate it in larger proportions. He knows 
that the liberal wages given to labor in this 
land onee broken down the value of liberty 
will have become a song, and that the vassal- 
age of the poor to the rich will be just as grind- 
ing and onerous as that of the subject to the 
tyrant. 

Our people never will submit to any system 
that will fasten upon them the cheap labor of the 
Old World; that era inaugurated and the debt- 
ors go to ruin, the credit system vanishes, the 
taxes cannot be paid, public improvements 
stop, yrivate enterprises languish, the sheriff 
and 





But it is a matter of great concern | 





whole ery of gold, gold, gold, comes from a 
few money kings, a few importers, a few great 


| bondholders, a few speculators in coin who 


want property, labor, wages, prices, every- 


thing to go down on one scale and gold and 





interest to go up onthe other. The growlers 
and grumblers are found right here, and they 
beset every avenue to the public ear with their 
howlings and clamors. 

Blot out half our currency, reduce every: 
thing to a gold standard to please these gen- 
tlemen, and where does the rate of interest go 
with the present enormous demand for money, 
which is everywhere now bringing from twelve 
to thirty percent.? It mightdouble. It would 
go beyond the reach of businessmen. LButit is 
said, ‘‘ Get this paper trash away and resume, 
and then gold will flow in; the high rates of 
interest will bring it.’’ Why does it not flow in 
now? The article will bring high rates. Why 
does gold and silver run off from California to 
the Old World as fast as it is dug up and before 
it is coined if the rate of interest will attract 
and hold it? The Old World rates are not a 
third of those on the Pacific coast, and yet gold 
goes to the people who pay low rates for it. 
We have no assurance the gold, evenif we had 
not a dollar in paper, would stay in large 
amounts with us. Experience teaches us that 
it would not. 

In view of all these things it would seem that 
no reasonable man could feel the slightest ap- 
prehension from the condition of our currency. 
The wrong is not there if wrong there be. If 
we are as a people comparatively prosperous, 
why keep this eternal clamor for speeije pay- 
ments? Why not look at things as they are and 
not conjure up the hydras and Gorgons of 
bankruptcy ? 

The West and South want more banking fa- 
cilities ; let them by all means have them. The 
East should yield a fair distribution. Then if 
there is not enough for the whole country let 
the best class of paper money be issued to meet 
the wants of business, and that, in my humble 
judgment, is the legal-tender. I would issue 
$44,000,000 very soon, and in ease of need 
$56,000,000 more. The rate of interest should 
fall, and this would bring it down. To abolish 
the banking system would be too radical a 
change. To set up a free banking system in 
the manner proposed will be a material and 
sweeping contraction of the currency, a meas- 
ure full of disasters. Fair prices for labor, fair 
prices for produce, a lower rate of interest, an 


ve tax-gatherer administer upon men’s |! enlargement of business, an uprising of enter- 
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prise, a confidence in the public credit an e; 
in paying debts and taxes, and a cheerf, — 
in trade 1s bound to follow a liberal polies - 
While we are pursuing a judicious Course 
this direction, there is one other mode by w: 
we can enhance the value and increas. ,” 
benefits of our monetary system, and th. 
by reducing taxation of all kinds to the Joy. 
possible rates. Let the people save their oe 
lus, let their means accumulate, do not e: 
Soom them by taxation. _ 
On the other hand, the prime object iy y) 
minds of many statesmen to be obtained |, 
our people at the present time is the paymen: , 
the publicdebt; in my judgment,a view radicg|), 
erroneous. We cannot pay it at present. o- 
within a short time, without embarrassing aad 
overburdening ourselves. We ought to make », 
effort in that direction other than to apply 
what little surplus is raised by our reyeny, 
system in excess of what is needed to discharo, 
the interest on the public debt and to meet ti. 
necessary expenditures of the Government, _ 
Could the taxes be cut down to meet th, 
amount absolutely required to meet these a) 


| nually recurring outlays, I would regard it a; 


the crowning work of those gentlemen yw) 

have in charge the provision for the ways and 
means. Since the war each year the amo»: 
of the public debt has been diminished go. 
tens of millions, but the comparatively sma! 
amount has had little to do with fixing the con{. 
dence of the world in our will or ability to pay, 
That confidence is not thus to be establishei. 
nor does its growth lie in this direction. Tq: 


‘confidence is the offspring of our nation; 


prosperity, of an increase of production, o: 
the cheerful, healthy, active life of the people: 
and never can be based upon the mere amou, 
drawn from the people by taxation, no differ 
ence how large. When the little surplus ga 
of the individual are constantly withdrawn 
the tax-gatherer the streams of prosperity {\: 
the whole community become dry ani 
credit of the people languishes, the confid: 
of the world is shaken, and the small amoun 
collected to pay off the debt serve to witli 
and blight the prospect of future payments 
It were fur better not to pay off one dollar 
the debt than in any degree to check the pros 
perity of the nation. Present payments in a1 
amounts we can afford are a mere baguatell: 
The only salvation of our creditors is in t! 
permanent and continued success of our peo))! 
The payment continued at the present ral 
is only so far a crippling and weakening of t! 
ability to ultimately pay all and survive in 9 
sound and healthy condition. Of what ava 
will it be to drag through thirty years of heavy, 
grinding taxation and debt, paying and com 
exhausted and well nigh broken down, whe! 
we can with ease pay off all expenses and (e- 
mands for interest and defer the great burden 
till our increase has carried us to a point 
which we can, even at the present rate of tax 
ation, throw off the whole debt in two years. 
Had I the power I would not raise one dollar 
more than is needed to meet the running 
expenses of the Government and the interes! 
onthedebt. Every other dollar should rema: 
with the people to aid them in the increase 0! 
production. The world is already astounded 
at it, cannot understand it, and should this 
growth continue, as it will, unless checked !y 
the madness of those who grasp for prese!'! 
gain, the confidence engendered will outru» 
and outlast that in all other political organi 
tions on earth; a confidence not begotten | 


| payments in dribs but in that vast and soi)! 


wealth, that ever-enlarging growth, that se’ 
sustaining vitality, that immutable stabi’ 
which a free, intelligent, industrious, how 
and intrepid people owning the best portion | 
the globe must possess. 

First, let the nation grow strong and grow 
rich, then assess the property and levy tie 
{ot till then. This 
generation has already done its work grandly 
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erity have theirs to do, and part of it is to 
of this debt. They will not thank us for 
[hey will love their country ail the 

or doing it themselves 
ne American now has a shadow of 
ut its payment; the cloud of repu- 
has blown off, and money-lenders all 
-Id will find this out and believe it 
Grmly as we do now. As monarchies 
jer and their subjects more intelligent 
w more revolutionary, more unsafe, 
a Their credit is 
- ours is waxing. This is no idle boast. 
3 will see us twice as wealthy and 
ys as we are now; our credit the best; 
ition incomparably the finest on earth. 
nd must suffer from revolutions; her 
racy must go down; monarchy must go 
the right of primogeniture must go 
- the very roots of society must be torn 
nd it will be done with violence most 
ly. France has the chains of despotism 
ak. War, revolution, bloodshed, waste, 
xpense, like an angry cloud, hover over 
- too, Prussia must throw off the 
intelligent people will not much longer 
the assumptions of royalty. There, 
ist the great fabric of society be thrown 


vn: losses, fierce contest 


langerous to loan to. 





yoke. 


s, overthrows, col- 
_terror, and death must ensue. 
Italy, and Austria are in a still worse 
ion. Lhey are shaking with the threat 
volution. Capital is sen 
] 
! 


sitive, 


loves peace and security; trade is 
1: business flies from the sounds of war. 


land is their place of refuge, their asylum, 


hom Inevitably their accumulations 
lrift here. ‘The rich men of the world will 
their money-bags here. We can and 


intain peace and freedom, and here 
the center of the operations of the 
capitalists. The throes and rockings 
and upheavings of the Old World 
ive them here. After a resonable time 
in get all the money we want cheaply, 
re reasonably than any other nation. The 
vuts of earth, as well as our own free peo- 
will soon give us the power fund our 
bt for a long time at a low rate. The strong 
itrast in our favor will be our greatest ad- 
in this measure. 
Our credit, our currency, our legal-tenders, 
ur banks, our bonds in’ not rest on gold, but 
pon the e arnest purpose and the cheerful will 
the people to pay taxes. liberal policy 
‘ill give them confidence in themselves, con- 
lence in each other, confidence in business, 
ud beget the confidence of mankind. Here 
strength, here is solvency, here is specie 
yment, uncoupled with bankr uptey. Ten 
ars of prosperous national life brought on by 
liberal financial policy are worth a hundred 
cramps and chills and contractions, low 
vages, low prices, and languishing business. 
COMMISSIONER WELLS'S REPORT. 
tr. TOWNSEND obtained the floor. 
Mr. KELLEY. I ask my colleague to yield 
ae for three minutes. 


. TOWNSEND. 


we 


Vor what purpose ? 
Mr. "KE LLEY. For explanation of a fact. 
vill not require more than three minutes. 
t. TOWNSEND. I yield for that purpose. 
Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, in the com- 
ients | made some days ago on the report of 
umissioner Wells, misled } by aclerical error, 
tat ed that the first Bessemer rails imported 
‘o this country came in 1865, when gold was 
‘U0 or thereabouts. In that I made a mis: 
‘eofoneyear. The first importation was in 
1, when gold ranged at considerably above 
and the | price paid for them, which was the 
Owest price at which they could be had, was 
>150 cash, gold, delive red onthe wharf. AsI 
n said, this price developed two factories 
the Freeman works, at ae Pena: 
ania, and the other works Troy, New 
tk. In the latter part of the ne oid year, when 
hew works werere ady to del live Pr. he ageuts 
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of those same English works, as I state 
vassed our markets 2130 cold. This 
ted but 
aid yesterday by the gen- 
tts, [Mr. T'wren ent. ] 
It is due to the public on both sides of the 
question of protection that they ild know 
that there wasa mistake in naming 1865 instead 
1864 as the date of the first 
Kivery fact stated by me can be 
verified, but a clerical error 
the year. 


to sell at 
statement was, therefore. not 
confirmed by what was; 
tleman from 


contradic 
Massachus¢ 
abo 


importation. 
ibundantly 
misled me as to 


RESUMPTION OF SPECIE 


Mr. TOWNSEND. As matters 
seem the order of the day, | wish to say some- 
thing on the resumption of specie payments 
and the payment of the public debt. 

Among the important matters to which the 
attention of Congress will be earnestly called 
this session there are none more important 
than the questions of the resumption of specie 
payments and the liquidation of the public 
debt. We are suffering under the evils of an 
irredeemable and depreciated paper currency, 
and although such a currency may be justifi- 
able in a great emergency and under tl 
sure of unex pec ‘ted and extraordinary events, 
yet whe n the em ergency has passed the ener 

he peoy le and their Represent: mints 
hould os directed to the restoration of the 
currency to its normal condition. 

An irredeemable p aper currency is ever flue- 
tuating, rendering the val all commodi 
ties uncertain, and thereby deterri 
ing men from embarking capital in measures 
that if prosecuted would inure to the benefit 
of the nation. 
ation of railroads, the erection and 
operating of furnaces, forges, and manufac- 
the opening of mines, the improvement 
of virgin prairies, can never be achieved with 
any certainty of reasonable profit when the 
currency is in an unsettled and irredeemable 
condition. It is our duty, then, to initiate such 
measures ag will give to the people a medium 
of circulation which shall be stable and at the 

me time equal in value with the circulating 
mi adhien of other nations with whom we hold 
commercial intercourse. 

Before attempting measures of currency 
reform it will be profitable for us to look back 
and see the condition in which our country 
stood at the opening of the rebellion, and to 
10te the causes 
present unfortunate situation. We may then 
be able to caleulate the elements that have been 
operating against us, and if we can remove or 
overcome them we will be able to restore to 
the people a sound and stable currency. When 
the rebellion broke out we were in the enjoy- 
ment of a high degree of national prospe rity. 
Industry was everywhere meeting its just 
reward. Our iron, cotton, and 1 woolen man- 
ufactories were in full activity, giving fair remu- 
neration to their owners a oe wages to 
their operatives. Our farmers w 
good prices for their produce, and after feeding 
our artisans and other citizens had a surplus 
to sell to foreign nations. Our ships had full 
employment, and the sails of our commercial 
marine whit ' a. 

No man was foreed to be idle, 
who soughtit coul d obtain ‘Sa fair day’s 
for a fair day’s work. Wanel by the sad 
results of overtrading that a few years before 
had overcome us and rendered thousands bank- 
rupt, we were pursuing a safe and prudent 
course that was pouring into our coffers the 
golden results of a careful 1 well-directed 
industry. 

Such was our general condition when the 
rebellion opened in 1861. The blow struck at 
Fort Sumter by the rebels in April of that year 
with a view to dissever the Union required the 
Administration to raise armies to put it down. 
To clothe and equip those 
heavy cash expenditures, and these wer: 
e obtained by means of loans from t 
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through which we reached our 
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banks and the people, or by the issue of Treas- 
ury notes, or both. 

Under the acts of July and 
authorizing n loan of “ 

} ’ ‘Treasury $50,000,000 of tho 
notes, irredeemable in specie but receivable 
payment of public dues, were suddenly thrown 
into the channels of cireulation, tendine to 
increase the volume of paper circulation neat ly 
one third. ‘The increased activity of the indus 
try of the country caused by the war absorbed 
this addition to the currency without producing 
inconvenience. 

In addition to this, however, the Secretary 
of the Treasury in negotiating the loan | have 
just mentioned demanded payment in coin; 
and although the banks of New York had but 
about fifty millions in their vaults, yet they 
ged to place the loans for the Secretary 
in coin very rapidly. In August they loaned 
him $50,000,000, in October 350,000,000, and 
in November nearly fifty millions more. The 
coin paid ont at first went rapidly back to the 
banks; butas the loans continued and the ecur- 
inflated, and the rebellion gave 
no signs of being crushed, the people became 


' 
alarme 


August, 1! 
$250,000,000 and 


ssue of notes, . 


mana 


reney beeame 


hoarding began, the coin returned to 
more slowly, and all these circum 
indueed the banks on the 
L861, to suspend 


' : 
ne VANKS 
Stances combined 
December 


payments. 


Sist of specie 
rasioned by the fate 
pendent Treasury system which prohibited the 
Secretary from receiving into the Treasury any 
would have been much longer 

averted if that act had been repealed i in time, 
or if the Secretary had felt himself authorized 
to ignore it under the pressure of existing cir 
cumstances. There is no doubt that specie pay- 
ments would have been much longer maintained 
if the Government had been willing to take the 
same currency as was used by the people, and 
many of the evils suffered since would have 
beens —_ -dand many millions 
have been saved to the nation. 

With yre suspension of specie payments an 
immediate difference was observab le between 
coin and paper; but eventually the difference 
became so great that in July, 1864, it required 
$285 in paper to purchase $100 in gold. 

Other issues of paper money were authorized 
by Congress, to the amount of $450,000,000 in 
ail, the last of which were authorized by the 
act of March 3, 1863. 

The high price of gold, ranging from 101 in 
March, 1862, to 285 in July, 1864, and then 
luctuating up and down at various rates till it 


his drain for coin, oe 


thing but coin, 


of dollars would 


f 8 present price, has been gener- 
ally attributed to the increase of volume of the 
currency. ‘That inerease, though large, had 
very little e omparative ly todo with those fluc- 


Che last issue of notes wasauthorized 
by the act of March 3, 1863. Gold ranged in 
that month from 39 to 71 premium; but five 
months later, when the greater part if not all 
of the notes authorized were issued, gold had 
receded to 22 and 29. 

Ihe active circulation of th 
stood January 1, 1861, at $180,000,000, had in- 
creased in 1863 to only $181,000,000, and even 
now the whole circulation of State and national 
| only about $210.000.000, 


tuations. 
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banks is vith an in- 


. ‘ : 
ere ased busin ess and an increased popu LLION 


to employ it. ‘rom this it will be seen that 
the augmentation of the volume of the currency 
mparatively slight effect on the rise 


‘ 


in the price of gold. 


had but hh Ct 


lhe principal cause of the rise is to be found 
in the rapid increase of the public debt, the 
continuance of the rebellion, and the heavy out 
lays of the Government, with the uncertainty 
ot the duration of the contest for the integrity 


of the Union. Men doubted whether the nation 


could stand the great dr: ain on its military and 
pecuniary resources, and with this distrust in 
the nation’ eats egies r and t y, the 
( reney price —s ld increased. rom the 
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and when it was made sure, by the surrender 


of Lee and Johnston, that we could see a limit | 


to our expenditures, confidence in the Gov- 
ernment inereased and the price of gold has 
steadily declined, with a few fluctuations up- 
ward, to the present day. 

I'rom these facts it would appear that the 
main cause of the rise in the price of gold, or, 
more properly speaking, of the depreciation 
of the paper currency, was caused by distrust 
of the ability of Governmeut to conquer the 
rebels and redeem its obligations, and but a 
sinall portion of the depreciation was occa- 
sioned by the enlarged issues of paper money. 

The question, then, arises here whether or 
not there is a redundaney in the currency to- 
day, and our determination of that question 
may have considerable influence on our action 
toward aresumption of specie payments. The 
best way to ascertain whether or not there is 
a redundancy now is to Compare our present 
condition with that of some recent and solidly 
prosperous period and see whether the cur- 
rency, in proportion to the work to be done, is 
in excess or diminution of the proper wants of 
the people. ‘The latest and best period we can 
select is the beginning of the year 1861. We 
had then recovered from the disasters of 1857. 
We were in the enjoyment of a fair aud profit- 
able foreign commerce ; our imports did not 
exgeed our exports; our home industry was 
everywhere well employed, and the political 
situation had prevented us from entering upon 
speculative operations. 

The currency proper of the nation about the 
Ist of January, 1861, was,in bank notes in 
actual circulation, $180,000,000; and there 
was in bank deposits $257,000,000, which 
deposits, especialiy in great cities, performed 
the same currency functions by checks as the 
bank notes do in the country. It is also esti- 
mated that the goldand silver coin in the coun- 
try at that time in the hands of the people was 
200,000,000, as then stated in the Mint report, 
making in all $637,000,000, all of which were 
performing the duties of currency. The gold 
then in the banks is included in the deposits. 
Now, the duty of the currency of the nation is 
to exchange commodities, to pass the real and 
personal estate of the people from one person 
to another, and to pay the wages of labor, and 
to do the general work of the nation. The 
whole value of the real and personal property 
of the United States, as naendaed by the 
census a few months before that date, was 
$16,000,000,000. 

As the whole amount of currency then was 
$37,000,000, to transfer that property, to work 
it up, to pay the wages of labor exerted upon 
it, there was one dollar of currency to every 
$25 11 worth of property to be thus acted on. 

How stands the case to-day ? The last report 
of the Comptroller of the Currency shows that 
there was in October, 1869, $286,000,000 of 
national and State bank notes in actual circula- 
tion, and the legal-tender notes amounted to 
about four hundred millions, of which there 
were then in circulation about three hundred 
and thirteen millions, the rest of the author- 
ized bank notes and legal tenders being held 
as a reserve under the national banking law. 
‘lo these items we must add $511,000,000 in 
bank deposits, and we have an aggregate of 
$1,110,000,000 performing the functions of 
currency, 
country, for it performs no part now in the 
exchanges of the internal commerce of the 
nation, 

The value of the real and personal estate of 
the country can only be estimated by the past. 
In 1850 it was about seven thousand millions ; 
from 1850 to 1560 it increased one hundred 
and twenty-six per cent., and the census returns 
showed it to be over sixteen thousand millions. 
At the same rate of increase it would be now 
$36,000,000,000. Mr. Boutwell recently has 
estimated it unoflicially at $42,000,000,000. I 
think his estimate is much too large. If we 
should deduct for the ravages of the war and the 


I say nothing about the gold of the | 
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| annihilation ot slave property $6,000,000,000 


| flicting and disturbing elements entering into | 





| the banks to do so. 


| for money lent, not borrowed. 


| national and not local. 


| we would still own $30,000,000,000 worth of 


real and personal property as the wealth of our 
people. Then dividing the currency, as esti- 


mated above, ($1,110,000,000,) into that sum | 
we will have one dollar of currency for every | 
$26 12 of property to be exchanged, manu- | 


factured, bought and sold, which shows that 
the currency is slightly less to-day for the work 
it has to do than it was in 1861. 


I cannot, therefore, believe that there is a 


present redundancy in the currency, but believe 
its depreciation to be due to the distrust origin- 
ally created by large issues and the very heavy 
debt still hanging over us. 

If this statement of facts be in the main 
correct, and I believe itis, how shall we resume 
specie payments? There are so many con- 


the problem that -it is difficult to mark out a 
policy that may not have to be changed by 
future events. Of one thing, however, we are 


certain, and that is that the first. thing to be | 





done toward a general resumption of specie | 


payments is for the General Government to 
resume on its legal-tender notes. Until this is 
done the banks will use the legal-tenders for 


the redemption of their notes in preference to | 


gold as being the cheaper currency. Hence 
there will be no resumption by the banks until 
the General Government leads the way. 


It will, however, at any time be much more | 
difficult for the Governmentto resume than for | 


for the Government is at the Treasury and a 
few sub-Treasuries. When the Government 
resumes, all its legal-tenders can be poured in 
upon these very few redemption points in a 
perfect avalanche. If gold be in demand for 
the paymentof balances due abroad, or for any 
other cause, then every bank, banker, and 
broker in the land will be a watchman on the 
lookout to catch every floating Government 
note and transmit it to the point of redemption 


| to be turned into gold. The Government hav- 


ing borrowed money, through its legal-tenders, 
to pay for arming and eqyipping its soldiers 


_and providing materials of war for the Army | 


and Navy, has little or nothing in place of the 


legal-tenders that may be turned into cash for | 
It must depend for their | 


their redemption. 
redemption on its taxes collected by customs, 
which are already pledged for the payment of 
the interest on the public debt; and what may 


not be needed for that purpose will go with the | 


excise taxes to pay the public expenditures, 


/ and the balance beyond, if any, may be applied 
| to the redemption of the legal-tenders. 


The banks, however, are very differently sit- 
uated from the Government. ‘Their issues are 
lor their notes 
issued they have or ought to have promissory 
notes based on mercantile transactions. Every 


| note they have issued ought to represent value 
received by the drawer in goods and chattels, | 
wares and merchandise, real estate, or services | 


rendered. As these promissory notes become 
due they are paid, and thus there is a fund 


| perpetually and regularly coming in and pro- 


viding the banks with means for the redemp- 


| tion of their notes as fast as they may be pre- | 


sented. 
But the banks have another advantage over 


| the Government in producing and maintaining 


“& resumption, in this: that their notes cannot 


|| be presented in masses or rapidly for redemp- 


tion. As one national bank note is now as 
good as another, the circulation of the notes is 
The notes of a Port- 
land national bank are as good in St. Louis 
as those of a St. Louis bank, or those of a 
Charleston national bank as good in St. Paul 
as a note of a bank of St. Paul; hence it is 


that they are scattered all over the Union. 
Everybody receives them withoutgcrutiny, and 
if the note which a man receives should have 
the appearance of a national bank note and 
the figures are satisfactory, the party receiving 
it puts it into his pocket without looking at the 


The place of redemption | 
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name or location of the bank from whi¢) 
issued. So satisfactory is this Circulation Bs 


ar 


O not 


believe any member of this House has ino,;... 
so far as to be able to tell to-day the name...» 
the banks from which any of the notes a. 
his pocket-book may have been issued. 
It then, there should be a demand {oy ,, 

it would be a diflicult matter to collect the y,,; 

of any bank, thus widely scattered, in sufjjc;..,. 
quantities for redemption to create embarr,,. 
ment, especially as the bank-note circy|a:;,, 
has emanated from seventeen hundred differe, ' 
banks, making as many different points of ,... 
demption. This great national circulation ,,; 
the national bank notes will make ita very easy 
matter at the proper time for those banks to 
resume when the Government is ready to fo. 
deem its legal-tenders. To enable the (,. 
ernment to resume it must withdraw at Jeqs 
one half its currency, perhaps more. It woy\; 
be impossible for it to maintain resumption oy 
its present extensive circulation, which coy\4 
be so easily poured in on its points of redemp. 
tion and would be presented on the least dis 
turbance of the gold market of the world, |. 
there is no redundancy of the currency, ag | 
have shown heretofore, it will be necessary tp 


| leave in the hands of the people an equivaley 


in currency for that which may be withdrawn by 
the withdrawal of the legal-tenders. 

That can be done by allowing the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury to cancel from two to {oy 
millions of the legal-tenders monthly, and to 
issue to new banking associations an equivalen: 
in amount in circulating notes under th 
national banking law. This- will encourage 
the creation of new banking capital rapidly 
enough ; for asurplus of banking capital, wit) 
its accumulation of deposits and its issues, 
tends to an undue extension of its discount 
line, and takes the form of unhealthy and 
mischievous speculation. 

By this process the legal-tenders, the most 
dificult to manage, will be gradually wit 
drawn, that much of the debt will be paid 
and the public credit strengthened, and thy 
Government put in a better position for re 
sumption. Inthe establishment of new national 
banks the Secretary should be required to allot 
the new circulation to those portions of the 
Union, South and West and elsewhere, which 
have not, because of well-understood causes, 
their proper proportion of currency and bank: 
ing capital. 

This withdrawal of the legal-tenders will, 
it may be said, bear heavily on the eastern 
and middle States. Most of it will come at 
first from the commercial cities, especially 
New York. Those cities can bear this reduc- 
tion without inconvenience if the banks there 
will do their duty. It will take away no money 
that is needed for legitimate business pur 
poses. It will only take away that portion which 
is now daily used for speculations—for gol 
and stock gambling. Commercial cities need 
but little circulation, only enough for the 
smaller transactions of life. Their main bust: 
ness is done with checks on bank deposits. 

Bank deposits are a city’s currency. The 
banks of New York before the creation of the 
national banking system had rarely over six to 
eight millions of circulation ; sometimes it was 
as low as three millions, as in March, 150». 
Since the new system was established and oue 
bank note has become as good as another, au! 
all became irredeemable, the circulation of the 
New York city banks has easily been made (0 
run up to thirty-five millions. The legitimate 
business of the city did not require this, and the 
consequence is that much of it was lent to spec 
ulators on ‘‘ call loans ’’ secured by collateral. 
The Comptroller of the Currency in his last 
year’s report says that an amount equal to 4 
the capital of the banks of New York city was 
loaned on this kind of loans. This unnecessaty 
issue of notes has resulted in evil to the city 
of New York and tothe nation. It has enabled 
men of large capital or large credit to speculate 
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thie] extensively in currency and gold, and to unset- 
ny = » values throughout the Union. : ; 
F aes rhe withdrawal, therefore, of a portion of 
ea egal-tenders from the commercial cities 
os Jd simply require the banks to call in that 
ao -rion of their loans now used for speculative 
ee oses, leaving untouched sufficient cur- 
a voy to do the legitimate business of the 
» Bi wie. for there is little doubt that more than 
he vo hundred millions of bank loans in the 
arra Union are now used in speculation. : 
aac [he substitution of the same amount of 
for, ational bank notes in other parts of the coun- 
of Ss try where they lack their share of the circula- 
ne | “ion, especially in the South and West, would 


oe » of great advantage to those sections, and 
_—e id tend to equalize the advantages which 


ks t national bank note circulation was intended 
‘ort ty afford. ‘That circulation would do its work 
t le: if nd eventually gravitate toward commercial 
tw enters. : : 
a on As the banks, however, will not voluntarily 
denial desist from lending on call loans on collaterals 
line sed for gambling purposes, Congress should 
ast dis enact a law, as recommended by the Comp- 
ld. : ller, prohibiting such loans beyond a very 
y, as | mall percentage of a bank’s capital. The mer- 
eare hant or manufacturer would not then have 
ivaler vo so often into the open market and bor- 
ain 3 jw money at ten or twelve per cent., while 
he gold and stock gambler was accommo- 
eretar dated by the banks at six and seven per cent. 
io { on his *¢ call loans.”’ 
a In this connection let me remark on the 
val proposition that the national banks should be 
~ f quired to redeem their notes in New York 
use that Iam unable to see the utility of such a 
rapid] requirement while specie payments are sus- 
al. wit pe nded. ‘ 
senaen In what funds are the banks to redeem? If 
Sa n each other’s bank notes, it is but the sub- 
ae titution of one note for another of no greater 
o. value. If in the legal-tenders, it will be the 
7 lemption of a bank note secured by all the 
- credit and means of the Government, with the 
oe added security of the assets of the bank and 
eat the individual liability of the stockholders, by 
on 5 a legal-tender note secured by the credit and 
me means of the Government alone; the redemp- 
kan tion of a note with three kinds of securities 
of the by a note having but one kind. 
which As all the bank notes everywhere are of 
eee equal value, there will be no necessity of 
ak redemption and no gain to any one from it. 
here will be, however, a loss to the banks in 
ie will. pterest on the fund deposited to make redemp- 
aashere tions, and also in the charges and expenses 
aie ol incident to the making of the exchanges. The 
seatally Secretary, however, recommends that the 
veda banks themselves should own the bank of 
3 there edemption, and loan the funds thus deposited 
money ‘0 make redemptions so far as they should not 
3. pur: needed. But why subject the banks to the 
n which expenses of the management of these funds at 
yr gold a distance when they can use them with equal 
eal profit and no additional expense at home? 
for th _As an additional preparation for the resump- 
in. busi- tion of specie payments the Government should 
= not retain in its vaults any more coin than is 
_ The needed to meet its obligations. All retained 
of the heyond that amount is artificially withdrawn 
» aix to mtheuse of thepeople. It ought tobe used 
sit was to buy up the loan and legal-tenders, and it will 
1863 Se thatamount morein the hands of the people 
pen at the time of resumption, and will relieve the 
er, and banks and the Government to the same extent 
1 of tl +s the demand that will be at first made on 
sate to them when resumption takes place. It will 
‘timate ‘ower the price of coin in the market and bring 
snd the es ip: and specie gradually nearer to an equal 
o spec value, and it will at the same time be the means 
terals. of withdrawing the legal-tenders and affording 
‘is last ‘he equivalent in national bank notes to the 
| to all new banking associations in the South and 
ity was Vest already referred to. 
ressary lhe retention by the Government of large 
he city “mounts of the coin of the country renders it 


nabled easier for large capitalists to speculate on the 


eculate 


balance, and it was this holding of the gold 
of the nation in the Treasury that aided in en- 
abling the gold-gamblers of New York to make 
such sudden rises and falls in the price of gold 
within the last year, to the great disturbance 
of the legitimate business of the country. It 
is true that the Secretary of the Treasury was 
able to pierce the bubble, but it is rather a 
humiliating thought that that eminent and saga- 
cious Official should be required to leave his 
legitimate duties and sit at the door of the New 
York gold-gambling hell and act the part of 
Ursa Major or Taurus Major among the gold 
conspirators, to defeat their nefarious plans. 
In further aid and ease of the people in the 
painful transition from an irredeemable to a 
redeemable currency we should reduce the 
taxes. by their aid we are paying off the 
national debt with unexampled rapidity. We 
are reducing it at the rate of seventy-five to 
one hundred million dollars per annum. But 
this reduction, gratifying though it may be to 
national pride, is wrought out at a terrible sac- 
rifice to the people. Itis grinding them to the 
dust. The taxes, although nominally light- 
ened, are really doubled in weight. The price 
of produce, the wages of labor, the profits of 
manufactures, are so much lower than they 
were a few years ago, that it requires nearly 
double the amount of the products of industry 
to pay the same amount of taxes that it did 


then. The taxes now begin to be felt with great | 


severity. They should be reduced $50,000,000 
per annum, and they will then leave sufficient 
surplus to pay off, as appears by the Secretary's 
estimates, $50,000,000 of our debt annually. 
This amount, applied as a constant reduction, 
with the amount of interest leftfree by the pay- 
ment of the debt, will pay off the whole national 
debt within the present century with ease. 

In making this reduction the true principle 


| seems to me to be to abolish all the small taxes 


ductive of small amounts of revenue. 


that are irritating in their nature and are pro- 
Among 
these might be mentioned the small stamps 
required for checks and receipts, and which are 
continually annoying to men of business because 
of their inconvenience; the special tax on small 
peddlers and small dealers, the broker’s tax 
required of farmers selling their own produce 
from a stall, and various others of a similar 
character. ‘The exemption in the case of the 
income tax should be enlarged to $1,500, and 
the present rate be retained on the overplus, 
whereby but a comparatively small number of 
persons would have to deduct this tax from 
their living. 
could pay it out of their serplus and without 
inconvenience. Such an enlargement of the 
exemption by keeping the present rate will real- 
ize more revenue than by leaving the exemption 
as it is and reducing the rate to three per cent. 
With the amount of reduction in the taxes 
thus indicated there would be many causes of 
irritation and annoyance removed, and the 
surplus left after paying interest on the debt 
and expenses of the Government would enable 
us to reduce the debt $50,000,000 per annum. 
Vhis, surely, would be fast enough, and every 
year’s labor would add to our ability to pay the 
debt by giving an increased amount of property 
for taxation. 

By the means already indicated, aided by t 
annually increasing prosperity of the country, 
with industry and patience on the part of the 
people, we would be ready in a reasonably 
short period to resume specie payment of the 
notes of the banks and the Government. A 
too hasty resumption would be the ruin of mul- 
titudes of people. Resumption would he made 
easy and with but a small contraction of the 
currency, just sufficient to supply the extra 
demand always made on a resumption, for the 
coin necessary to fill the channels of circulation 
needed for the every-day transactions of the 
people, and to supply the timid, who will con- 
vert their notes into gold and hoard it for a 
time until they find the resumption assumes 
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an appearance of permanence. Such a con- 
traction has hitherto always preceded resump- 
tion and must do so again. 
But when the resumption of specie payments 
shall have been proclaimed and established, 


| there remains the equally important question. 


How shall the resumption be permanently main- 
tained? While our internal arrangements may 
thus be satisfactorily made to produce a re 
sumption of specie payments, our relations to 
foreign countries will have a most important 
bearing on the question. Unless these are 
placed on a safe and satisfactory basis it is idle 
for us to hope for the permanency of any re- 


| sumption, and in looking carefully at those 


relations they seem to me, ander present cir- 


| cumstances, to be the dark and threatening 


cloud which must, unless guarded by congres 


| sional legislation, be the terror of all State and 


| thereof amounts to 


| over our exports. 


| the balances. 


| the national debt. 


national financiers after resumption. 

Special Commissioner Wells informs us that 
we had a clean balance sheet with foreign 
nations in 1863, and that since that time there 
has gone abroad of corporate, State, and na- 
tional loans amounting to $1,465,000,000. Of 
this sum the Secretary of the Treasury informs 
us that seven or nine hundred millions are of 
The export of coin and 
bullion for the same time over the imports 
$425,000,000, making in 
that brief period of seven years, if Commis- 
sioner Wells be correct, a balance of trade 
against us of $1,890,000,000, or at the rate of 
$270,000,000 per annum, the greater part of 
which arose from the excess of our imports 
Of this amount there still 
remains unpaid $1,465,000,000, 

Now, as the banks hold $425,000,000 of the 
national securities, and there are at least eight 
hundred millions of them held abroad, there 
are but about eight hundred millions more 
available to pay balances due foreigners, which 
at our present rate of extravagance in imports 
would be all exhausted in three years, and we 
would be without any means whereby to pay 
The consequence would be that 
usual concomitant of overtrading—national 
bankruptcy. 

Even now if we were in a state of resum; 
tion, and one tenth part of our indebtedness 
abroad were thrown into our markets for sale, 


)- 


| the proceeds to be withdrawn in specie, every 


| bank in the country would be 


| of the foreign debt and to prevent 
It would fall mostly on those who || 


in a state of 
suspension in a fortnight. 

To keep down this enormous annual increase 
its return 
unseasonably for conversion into coin, to the 
great disturbance of our finances, two meas- 
uresare necessary. Theremedy forthe first evil 
is so to adjust the tariff as to check excessive 
importations, especially of those things which 
we can manufacture at home. It is the height 
of folly for a great nation like ours to give the 
profits on hundreds of millions of manufac- 
tures to foreigners when we can just as readily 
give them to our own citizens. Yet to silence 
the clamors of foreigners domiciled here and 
foreign agents, we refuse to protect the labor 
of our own people, but let it be turned aside, 
while we afford food and clothing to the labor- 
ers of other lands, denying also by the process 
a yood home market for the American man- 
ufacturer and farmer. Until this absurdity is 
corrected by appropriate legislation it is in 
vain to hope to escape the incubus of a heavy 
foreign debt with its atfendant evils and dan 
gers, 

The second measure is to make our national 
loans held abroad so desirable to the foreign 
holder that in case of political, financial, or 
military disturbances there shall be no tempta- 
tion to return them on us for conversion into 
coin. Secretary Boutwell thinks thata new long 
loan of $1,200,000,000 at four and a half per 
cent., payable both principal and terest in 
gold, to redeem the five-twenties will ma 
sufficient favorite with Kur pean cay 
to induce them to exchange their five 


a 
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for it. It is true that the British debt, paying 
only three per cent., is sought by British capi- 
talists and sells nearly at par. This is caused 
by the abundance of capital there seeking in- 
vestment and the confidence of the people in 
the prompt payment of the interest and the 
eventual ability of the Government to pay the 
principal. Such a confidence in us would en- 
able us to place the loan as the Secretary pro- 
poses, but while men of distinguished reputa- 
tion still boldly utter the voice of repudiation 
here and elsewhere there remains a latent 
distrust in the minds of capitalists as to our 
good faith if adverse fortunes should overtake 
us. English capitalists have not forgotten 
Mississippi. 

The main features of the plan, to divide the 
loan and make it payable at different future 
dates, is worthy of a trial. A different rate of 
interest for the different installments of the 
loan, however, should be offered; for it would 
be here as it is in Europe, the longest loans 
would be the greatest favorites and most read- 
ily placed. They would be sought by bankers 
and capitalists, and if they bore the same rate 
of interest would command the highest prices. 
Such a change of the loan would give new life 
to the people. 

lf, however, the loan should not be taken, 
either for want of confidence in our good faith 
because of the dubious wording of the acts, or 
our ability to pay the loans in gold, then the 
next best thing we can do is to pass a de- 
claratory act that it was the true intent and 
meaning of the acts creating the five-twenties 
that the principal and interest should be paid 
hh vold, 

‘This would give them an improved standing 
n the European markets beyoud what they 
now have; and if military or political disturb- 
ances in Hurope should create a demand for 
money, Our securities being thus as solemnly 
guarantied as words could do it and beyond 
the reach of verbal or political criticism, and 
drawing the highest rate of interest, would be 
the last to be converted, and would not be 
forced on us until others and less profitable 
securities issued by Governments abroad had 
been used. Ours would be the favorite loan 
of the world and most sought everywhere. It 
would not come back on us. We would have 
time to reorganize our industry, which was so 
much disturbed and disorganized by the rebel- 
lion, our manufactures and agriculture would 
bave opportunity for fulland free development, 
and we would become rich faster than in any 
decade before. A very few years of such 
industry and prosperity would afford us the 
means of paying off a large portion of the 
debt by increased subjects of taxation without 
enlarging the rate, and the balance out of our 
own surplus wealth could be placed by new 
loans at rates satisfactory to ourselves. 

I shall not deem it a calamity if we should 
fail to place the loan as the Secretary desires, 
for I feel satisfied that the relief we desired 
from the reduction of interest on the national 
debt but may fail to receive by failure to place 
the new loan will be more than compensated 
within the present decade by the confidence, 
arisiog from such guarantee, in our business 
circles from a belief that no disturbance will 
take place in our moneyed affairs from conver- 
sion of our loans held abroad. 

Ten years. of undisturbed industry, even 
under a debt of six per cent. permanently held 
abroad, would be far more profitable to us than 
the same period under a debt at four and a 
half per cent, spasmodically sent home for 
conversion, 

A single suspension thus caused happening 
within three yearsafter snuniennene inflict 


greater loss and distress on our people than 
the difference in interest between a six per 
cent. and the four and a half per cent. loan 
proposed by the Secretary for the whole decade 
in which we have just entered. 
most need is financial repose. 


What we now 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


A free-banking system has been suggested || 


as an adjunct to the other means proposed to 
promote a resumption of specie payments and 
to furnish an elastic currency for the people. 
My observation of the workings of such a sys- 
tem has satisfied me that it would only aggra- 
vate the evils it is intended to eure. It has 
never hitherto regulated the currency, and 
never can, for the want of a directing and 
controlling head. The furnishing of a cur- 
reucy to the people is an attribute of sover- 
eignty, and should never be delegated by 
Government, nor allowed by it to be exer- 
cised by inferior sovereigntics. The Con- 
gress should have kept its control of the matter 
from the time of the Constitution onward, and 
its failure to do so imposed upon the people of 
the nation, until recently, as many different 
| kinds of banking systems, with currencies vary- 
ing in value, as there were States. 
sumed that control now, and [ trust it will 
uever give itup. As the business of the coun- 


try expands, Congress can by legislation extend | 


the currency and allow banking associations 


It has re- | 





where most needed, and if business contracts | 


the currency will return to the banks and await 
employment. I*ree banking has hitherto proved 
itself a delusion and a snare. 

The result of these views may then be summed 
up briefly to be, that the proper preparations 
for resumption are— 


1. A belief that there is no redundancy of | 
the currency beyond the wants of the legitimate | 


business of the country; 

2. That to prepare for resumption the Gen- 
eral Government must first resume payment 
of its legal tenders ; 


| 


BE rear as ee 


3. That to assist it in doing this and at the || 


same time pay off a part of our indebtedness | 


the legal-tenders should be partially withdrawn 


and their place substituted by national bank | 


notes issued to new banking associations that | 
may be created where banking capital is most 


needed ; 

4. Some contraction of the currency by the 
banks to enable them to meet a demand for 
coin to fill the small channels of circulation 
and to satisfy the timid and hoarders ; 

5. A reduction of taxes that bear heaviest 
on the people and are the most irritating and 
annoying and the least productive ; 


6. A readjustment of the tariffin the interests | 


of American labor; and 
7. Such a disposition of, or Congressional 
recognition of, our loaus as will prevent their 
return at unseasonable times from abroad. 
With these arrangements made, and with 
industry and economy on the part of our peo- 


ple and a check upon our wasteful and unne- | 


cessary national extravagance, which if not 
prevented will hurry us to ruin, I think the 
day is not far distant when we may reasonably 
hope to see our nation again in possession of 
a redeemable currency, and our present na- 
tional bank system, under the watehful vigil- 
ance of Congress, affording to all classes a 
safe, steady, and even currency, to be expanded 
when needed, and exchangeable everywhere for 
coin, and securing to the labor of all its just 
reward, 
NATIONAL FINANCES. 


Mr. STOUGHTON. Mr. Chairman, the sub- 
ject of our national finances is agitating the 
public mind more deeply than at any former 
period in the history of our country. It is so 
prominently before the people and so intimately 
connected with the material interests of all 
classes, trades, and occupations that the adop- 
tion of some settled and well-defined policy 
seems to be a prime necessity. Congress has 
already taken a step in the right direction by 
the clear and emphatic declaration in the act 
of March 18, 1869— 

**That the faith of the United States is solemnly 
pledged to the payment in coin or its equivalent of 
all the obligations of the United States not bearing 


interest, known as the United States notes, and of all 
' the interest-bearing obligations of the United States, 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


'| Weshall have.......... 
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except in cases where the law authorizin 
of any such obligations has expressly Provided |} 

the same may be paid in lawful money or ot} oe 
rency than gold and silver.’’ “er cur 


Whatever ingenious theories may be 


& the issye 


| dulged in the fact still remains that tie ies 


must sooner or later be paid. Its magnity,, 
ought not to alarm or discourage any a.” A 
comparison of the present debt with the acty, 
cost of the war will thow that the Governmen: 
has already paid over seventeen hundred pj. 
lion dollars. I refer to the elaborate reno. 
of the Special Commissioner of the Tenet 
and will ask that his estimate of the slay, 
holders rebellion, the most accurate and oy 
authoritative one heretofore made, 
read from the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


The amount of outstanding national indebtedy 


$/6,455,2 Ay ny 


Oly 


nay be 


During the four years of war which terminated ; 
April, 1865, (April 1, 1861, to April 1,1865, ) the 


3 2 : aclu 
reccipts of the Treasury were as follows: 





From internal revenue...... fesesstho esas $314,337.317 
‘rom customs 280,861,518 4 
POD TOTEE 5 th scoot ssnesthsseonibinadinctesinds 1,812,083 9) 
POU GRTAL THEI onsvnnsnndesenivdponpcasossimnss 4,668,255 
From miscellaneous sources............... 74,120,41 


—__.. 
ne 


Otel POCCRD IG 005 vncctesesoseccepaccseseseses, $675,700.691 94 
i 199,69] 


The receipts of revenue from April 1, 1865, to Juy 
30, 1869, inclusive, during which period the laryey 
portion of the expenditures has been direetly in eo) 
sequence of the war, were as follows: 
Irom internal revenu.........c..cecccseees 


$967,207,221 41 
PE OND Ss oisss siiatbinicissteniecnaacdedas 


— ~ 
(29, 991,875 4 


7,402,188 : 


From IN NN a 9,017,217 
From miscellaneous sources.,...........0. 194,949,122 12 
pci ee 


DORAL POCO Hie canisndnccinesaesteibactene $1,908,567 ,625 09 
The amount of outstanding indebtedness, less eas), 
and sinking fund in ‘Treasury, June 30, 1s 
WERE cvchesabnsvbsossevescxissntebecemsmuensshestssccaag ee 00a, 490 

Deducting from this the amount of 
outstanding indebtedness at the 
outbreak of the war, ($76,455,299 28, ) 
we have, as the sum borrowed for 
war purposes and not repaid out of 
the receipts above indicated........... 2,412,547, 
Making the total expenditure (loans 
and receipts) in eight and a quarter 
years of war and its effects.............. 4,996,914, 408 
Deducting the amount which, but for 
the war, might be taken as the 
average expenditure of the Govy- 
ernment during this period, say 
$100,000,000 per annuM........ceeeeeeee 


wanes anuseicnstddvandaep eens 14014, 498 
which sum represents the cost of the war to the Uni 
ted States Government down to June 30, 1869. 

To this sum should be added the value of the pen- 
sions now paid by the Government on account of tle 
war, if the same were capitalized. ‘This, at eigh 
years’ purchase of the presentannual payment, would 
amount to about two hundred millions. 

But this aggregate, however large, must still fu 


825,000,000 





|| ther be increased by other items if we would reacli 


the true cost of the war to us as a people, the aboy 
representing only the expenditures of the national 
Government. 

Mr. STOUGHTON. The amount of th 
national debt on the Ist day of January, 1570, 
is shown by the statement of the Secretary 
of the Treasury to be $2,448,746,953 31. De- 
duct this from the actual cost of the war, as 
shown by Mr. Wells, ($4,171,914,490 35, as 
above stated,) and the figures disclose the re 
markable fact that during nine years, covering 
the period of a stupendous rebellion, the Gov- 
ernment has paid the sum of $1,728,167,549 (. 
With this fact before us who can doubt the 
ability of the American people, with their rap 
idly-increasing sources of wealth, to pay the 
presentdebtinthe peaceful and prosperous years 
of the future? The considerations of this ques 
tion suggest two branches of inquiry: 

1. The national debt and its management. 

2. The currency or the circulating medium 
of the country. 

THE NATIONAL DEBT. . 

A national debt cannot rationally be consid- 
ered as a national blessing, nor on the other 
hand, where a valuable consideration has bee 
received, is ita national calamity. The Const: 
tution expressly authorizes Congress ‘‘ To bor- 
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¢ j noney on the credit of the United States.’’ 


Cd thar ; a reise of this power has frequently been 
nal advantage, and during the late rebel- 
as absolutely essential to the life of the 
Wit , the restoration of peace the Gov- 
entis called upon to pay the necessary cost 
¢ preserving the existence of the Republic. 
‘A rhe only question that can fairly arise is, when 
di  ebal manner shail itbe paid? There is 
os. + one answer. If the Government cannot 
. , ‘ze the amount of mone y necessary to liqui 1- 
report ;.1otheindebtedness from the ordinary sources 
fe revenues ‘ ought to be funded at the low- 
5a : poss le rate of interest upon such time as 
wed | insure ‘a altien ate payment without emb: ur: 
ssment or inconvenience. This course is 
ndieated alike by business experience and 
wneial wisdom. 
cr ~ The first difficulty in finding a practical rem- 
: ‘s doubtless the fact that the debt consists 
bonds bearing a high rate of interest, and 
it leo of demand circulating notes, known as 
eenvacks or legal-tenders, of a depreciated 
ie, And as these enter largely into the circu- 


, NV 








4 ‘ting medium of the country it is obvious that |) 


'f] .e debt and the currency cannot at present be 
islated upon separately. For the purpose of 
wing more clearly what the national debt 

mposed of I refer to the statement of the 


of the Treasury of January 1, 1870: 


I \ ’ ry 
b ecretary 


RECAPITULATION.,. 
ol t bearing interest in 2 oF 
8i com, ; Principal, 
] P it 5percent..... * 121,589,300 00 
it Gper cent..... 1,886,349,800 00 


acon k kun anoens 2,107,939, 


Interest. 


100 00 248,797,683 58 


t ry 4 inter tain 

mctul money. 
ites at 5 per 

{Ss t gina danlilne ct . $45,545,000 00 
yn fund at 

00.000 00 


99.545. 000 00 ] 


197 OND OO 
ays 





544,9 5 60 


yno interest, 
ral and leg al- 
notes $356,113,098 50 


euring 


”n il el 
} 
tes o| gold de- 


OG: istiigmaseene 10,170 


$.436,046 


lrrency... 
380 60 


148 15 


l iotal amount  out- 
SUN cescccacaarcsuad $2,697,671,179 82 $50,465,490 18 


includ- 
for pay- 
398,134,670 00 


tal debt,’ principal and interest to date, 
rcoupons due and not presented 
scant dtatttoes dalanatite ideale mutch ulateil $2, 
Amount in the Treasury. 
Divi didieteccicsdcivbeccivcccs QHUO OO EIO 
rreney 12,773,963 02 
‘ingfund in United 
ites coin, interest 
n hon 1s, au d nuc- 
crued interest the 


Qrr) ] ccccccccccscccesesececcsecce 22,545,927 ot 


States 


OF 





‘olin, interest, bonds 
purchased, and ac- 
dinterest there- 
us vedesalcnussdaxectanaeena 64,908,350 


, a ne = ONO S87 716 69 


on” 


aint Deht, less amountin the Treasury 
; eht. less amount inthe Treasury, 
ist ultimo.. 


on 








Locrease of public debt during the 
past month........ ita wneastibestene 


$4,812 781 


ease of the debt since March 1, 


$76,716,306 0 


i 


iver six hundred and forty million dol- 
irs of the six per cent. bonds are now re- 
cS icemable and payable by the Government. 
7 uring the present year $536,000,000 will in 
‘© Manner mature. All of the ten-forties or 
+ bonds can be taken up at the 
Government between this time 
“Iti is now proposed to provide for 


ine ling 4 r these bonds on long time at an aver- 
bor: iit 


halt per cent. There is every reason to 


eve that such bonds can be made available 


ate of interest not exceeding four and | 


THE 


ney markets of Europe and for bank- 
ing perpen: s and trust funds at home. Noth- 
ing will tend to produce this result more cer- 


reduction of the debt. 
The present Administration has already, in ten 
months, paid and discharged over seventy-six 

Lhe salutary effect of this 


million dollars. 
exhibit upon the credit of the United States 
The London 


- Europe is already apparent. 
economist, the leading English fing snc ial jour- 

nal, in the ions tor December 25, 1869, 

makes the following significant statement : 


_ AMERICAN Securities.—The gradual diminution 
in iemmehe srof operations in securities which are in 
favor with the public, as in the ease of United State 5 
bonds, leads as a matter of course to a little depres- 
sion. In this department it is scarcely necessary to 
remind those interested in such matters that these 
bonds have hada remarkable risein price dur ing the 
year, considering the very large amount of them in 
the hands of the pub blic. Onreferring to ourimpres- 
sion ofthe 26th of December, 1868, we find that during 
the week e nding on that date the fiv e-twenty bonds 
of 1882 touche the y aren 


he steady 


Lakh 


quotat 


7343 yw 85 d to 86, being an 
advance of about twelve percent. To-day the fol- 
lowing are the prices: the 1882 honds are vanete rd 85 

| to 873 1885, 84% to 84 + 1837, 837 to S44 The ten- 
forties, 825 to 83}.’’ 


On the 4th day of March, 1869, the price of 


| gold in New York was 132; on the 4th day of 


January, 1870, it was 120, showing a corre- 
sponding z reduction of twelve per cent. in the 
premium on coin in ten months of the present 
Administration. 

It is not claimed that this rapid payment is 
necessary or desirable ; but it is all-important 
that the debt should be in process of gradual 
extinguishment. ‘There is great force in the 
statement in the President’s message that 
‘*vear by year the ability to pay is increased 
ina rapid ratio.”’ It is estimated that the 
wealth of the nation doubles every twelve years. 
Twenty-five years hence the burden of paying 
the debt will be !essened fourfold. Let this 
policy be adopted and steadfastly pursued, and 
bonds ata low interest will soon 

ear a p remium in the marke the world, 
ana the dread of our which now 


our rate of 
ts of 


vations il debt 


covers ia an 1 like a dark cloud will give place 
to the promise al 1d assurance of a fe and 
honorable ee 

THE CURRENCY. 


und and convenient currency is of vital 
importance. Money is said to be the 
ment agreed upon to facilitate the exchange 
one commodity ‘The supply 
ought to be in accordance with the business re- 
quirements of the community ; otherwise trade 
and commerce will be crippled, manufactures 
will languish and die, and labor will be insufli- 
ciently -rewarded. ‘There 
why the people of this country should not have 
& currency suflicient in volume to. call into 
action all their enterprise, individual force, and 
business cap acity. The contraction of the cur- 
rency during the late Administration failed to 

‘duce the price of gold, and was attended with 
the inost mischievous results to the business 
interests of the country. What is now required 
is neither arbitrary contraction nor inflation, 
but a safe and elastic currency, which can be 
increased or diminished in accordance with the 
law of supply and demand as the wants of the 
community may require. ‘The 
such a currency are a gold standard or 
and bills or notes convertible into coin. 

A return to specie payment is inevitable. 
We cannot maintain an unstable and fluctuating 
standard of value unknown to the Constitution 
and different from the rest of the world. Any 
attempt to force immediate resumption would 
of course be equally unwise and impolitic. It 
will ultimately be brought about by natural 
causes and the laws of trade. ‘The first duty 
of Congress is to strengthen the public credit 
by judicious legislation, and thereby gradually 
appreciate the value of paper currency to a gold 
standard. It will then be easy to provide such 
checks and safeguards that the final transition 
nay be made without shock to business in- 
terests any great convulsion in the money 
market 


stru- 
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of for another. 
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elements of 
basi + 


or 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


665 


In this connection the following extract 
from the annual report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury is worthy of careful attention : 


“ The ability of the country to resume specic pay- 
ments will not-be due to any special legislation upon 
that subject, but to the condition of its industri: 
and to its financial relations to other countries. 
These, of course, will be more or less dependent 
upon the general policy of the Government. th 
war exhausted the country of its material wealth, 
and the States of the South were literally impover- 
ished. <A necessary condition for the resumption of 
specie payments was the development of the indus 
try of thenation, both South and North, and the con 
sequent accumulation of the movable | yroduets of 
industry to such an extent that our ammaetn of those 
products should be equal substantially to our im 


ports, Solong as it is necessary to pay for merchan- 
dise imported, by the transfer of Government bonds 
or other evidences of indebtedness to other coun 


tries, so long it will be impracticable to resume and 
m: Lint: Lin specie payments. 

“When the products of industry exported shall b« 
equalsubstantially to the products of other countries 
imported there will be no demand for specie for ex 
port, except what may arise from the circumstanco 
that our bonds held abroad are sent home, sold in 
our markets, and the proceeds exported in coin. 
When the credit of the country shall be fully estab 
lished in Europe, and there shall be no doubt either 
of our ability or disposition to meet all our obliga 
tions, bonds, heretofore and now to a large extent 
held by merchants and bankers, will be transferred 
to capitalists for permanent investment. When this 
change shall have taken place the probability of 
our securities being sent home under the influence 
of political or financial disturbanees in Europe will 
be very slight; and when as a « meurring fact our 
exports, exclusive of public securities, shall be equ uw rf 
to ourimportsspecie payments may be resumed wit 
out even atemporary embarrassment to the busine 
of the country.”’ 

The present currency is composed of $390, 
000,000 of greenbacks and fractional notes, and 
$300,000,000 issued by the national bank 
The first are irredeemable and practically r 
duce the last to the same standard. It i 
evident that this condition of the circulating 
medium of the country cannot be perman: 
The greenbacks are overdue promises of the 
Government. ‘They are made by law ‘le; 
tenders,’’ and are therefore in the 
‘*forced loan.”’ Their credit depends sole! 
upon the unshaken confidence of the pul 
that they will ultimately be paid dollar for d 

nat they will ultimately be paid doliar lo 
lar according to the universal standard of valu: 
They were the ofispring of necessity, and wh¢ 
by gradually approximating to coin value they 
shall safely carry the nation back t 
payment their important and 
be fully accomplished. They can then 
drawn from circulation while the volum 
the currency can be kept and 

ary increased by the national bar 


currency. 
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The time is not distant when Congres 
will be imperatively called upon to provid: 
increased banking facilities for the West and 


South. The national banks furnish acurrency 
which commands ifidence in every locality 

and time provides a home market 
for our bonds. With a free banking law the 
of the currency would be A oregen aS 


Ct 
at the same 


vo! ut ne 


} : } the ‘ ‘ 

it al iways must be In a heaithy state Of the 
finances, by the demands of business and not 
by arbitrary legislative enactinents. In rela 
tion to this question the Comptroller of th 
Currency very justly say 

“The entire South and many portions ofthe West 
ire very much in need of the facilities and advan- 
ages to bederivedfrom rope rly organized banking 

stitutions, and their n sities woul 1 justify them 


wants, the direct tendency of which would be to hasten 
he return of specie payments in the manner indi 

‘ated, to w wit. by the increase of bank notes and t! 
abs yrption of the legal-tender notes. As the former 
jucreased the latter would diminish. ‘Aslawful money 
became scarce its yalue would be enhancedand would 
gradually appré ximate to par with gold. Thus sp: 
cie payments may be reached through the agen 

f the national banks and by the operation of natur 

causes. The process will not be rapid or spasmod 
because it will in all its stages and in all its detail! 
governed by sound principles and conform to e-ta! 
lished laws, At the same time the benelits anu a: 
vantages of the national banking sys em w uld 
ually become more equally diffused until a! 


' 
t 

i . 
in deliberately adopting measures to supply their 
? 


would at length get their just and equal ire, a 
p yrtioned beyond cavil or objection, because regu 
lated by the actual requirements of busit 

Inder this system the banks will be subject 
to the control of Congre the danger of any 
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monopoly can be effectually guarded against ; 
the tax imposed upon them will largely increase 
the receipts of the Treasury, the rate of inter- 
est can be made reasonable and uniform; the 
money will be distributed from various business 


centers where it is needed, and whenever it | 


shall become necessary the banks can be re- 
quired to accumulate and hold a gold reserve 
suflicient to meet the exigencies of resumption. 
‘The further issue of greenbacks will impair 


publie confidence in all our national securities, | 


disturb settled values, and complicate the whole 
financial question. On the other hand, a 
judicious increase of the national bank cur- 
rency will promote all branches of industry, 


develop the latent resources of the West and | 


South, encourage trade and commerce, build 
up manufactories, increase the products of 
agriculture, and give a healthy impetus to all 
our business interests. 

TAXATION. 

Incident to this general subject is the ques- 
tion of the national revenues. 
and burdensome taxation imposed upon the 
people during the war by absolute necessity 
has been greatly lessened, yet it is a matter 
worthy of serious consideration whether a still 
further reduction may not be made and at the 
same time carry out a sound national policy. 


The amount received from imports during the || 


last fiseal year was over one hundred and eighty 
inillion dollars in gold, while the internal rev- 
enue tax reached the sum of $160,000,000 in 
currency. 
lower rate of interest over twenty million dol- 


lars will be annually saved and impost duties 


and taxes can be reduced in the same propor- | 


tion. An honest and economical administra- 
tion of the Government will produce still fur- 
ther relief. 

in the mean time there are many articles of 
importation not produced in this country and, 
like tea and coffee, of general use, which may 
~afely be added to the free list or subjected to 
a less duty. 
enue tax ought in justice to the people to be 
reduced at least in some of its most rigorous 


exactions upon small incomes, limited manu- | 


factures, common business instruments, and 
the necessaries of life. 


Let this be done and the people of this coun- | 
try will cheerfully and gladly pre a revenue || 
uce the public || 


amply sufficient to gradually rec 
debt and place the country upon a sure founda- 
tion of national solvency and prosperity. 


Mr. MOORE, of Illinois, obtained the floor, | 


and yielded to 


Mr GQ PIE ; j , e } : ° rie . eas 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, who moved that || various towns in Illinois, asking the abolition 


the committee rise. 


The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Ke - 


sey reported that the Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union had, according to | 
order, had the Union generally under consid- | 
eration, and particularly the President’s an- 
nual message, and had come to no resolution 
thereon, 
MESSAGE FROM TUE PRESIDENT. 

A message from the President, by Mr. 
nounced that the President had approved and 
signed a bill (H. R. No. 238) relating to retired 


Mr. GARIVIELD, of Ohio. I move that by | 


unantmous,consent the meeting to-morrow || 


shall be for debate only, as I understand there | 
ure several gentlemen who wish to speak on | 
general subjects. 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. And that no | 
business of any kind or character be transacted. 


There was no objection; and it-was ordered | 
| William Wilkinson and 261 others, citizens of 


accordingly. 
GEORGIA, 

The SPEAKER, The Chair asks unanimous 
consent to lay before the House a communica- 
tion from the General of the Army, in answer 
te a resolution of the House of January 19, in 


The onerous | 


In like manner the internal rev- |! 


| others, citizens of 


relation to certain officers of the Army acting 
in the Legislature of Georgia as a committee 
of election. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I want to 
make some remarks on that communication. 

The SPEAKER. The communication will 
be withdrawn for the present. 


And then, on motion of Mr. KELSEY? 


’ 
the House (at four o’clock and thirty minutes 


p. m.) adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


, committees: 


By Mr. ARCHER: A petition of 214 cit- 


_izens of Bel Air, Maryland, praying for the 
_ abolition of the franking privilege. 


By Mr. ARNELL: A petition of citizens 
of Perry county, Tennessee, asking for the 


_ abolition of the franking privilege. 


Also, a petition of citizens of Cullcoke, 
Maury county, Tennessee, for the same. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Carbondale, 


| Tennessee, for the same. 


By Mr. ASPER: The petition of Joseph 
Scafe and 124 others, citizens of Wheeling and 


vicinity, Livingston county, Missouri, asking 


the abolition of the franking privilege. 
Also, the petition of Solomon Korns and 


_ 43 others, citizens of West Liberty, Putnam 
_ county, Missouri, asking for theabolition of the 
eG Ul | franking privilege. 

By funding the national debt ata || . 


By Mr. BECK: A petition of a number 
of citizens of Mercer county, Kentucky, pray- 
ing for the removal of all legal and political 


| disabilities from W. B. Allin. 


Also, a petition of a large number of the 


_ citizens of Frankford, Kentucky, praying for 
| the abolition of the franking privilege. 


By Mr. BOYD: A petition of citizens of 
‘lat Creek, Barry county, fourth congressional 
district of Missouri, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
Charles Almy and 40 others, citizens of New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, praying for the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of Augustus F. Jillson 
and 47 others, citizens of Carver, Massachu- 
setts, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, the memorial of Nathan Briggs and 57 
Marion, Massachusetts, 
praying for the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege. 

By Mr. BURRY: Petitions of citizens of 


of the franking privilege. 
By Mr. BENTON: The petition of George 


| W. Hunt and 35 others, citizens of Cornish, 


New Hampshire, for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

Also, the petitition of Simeon Garland and 86 
others, citizens of Enfield, New Hampshire, 


| for the abolition of the franking privilege. 


Also, the petition of Elijah Boyden and 42 


_ others, citizens of Marlborough, New Hamp- 
| shire, for the abolition of the franking priv- 
| ilege. 

Hornack Porrer, his Private Secretary, an- | 


Also, the petition of H. S. Baker and 52 
others, citizens of New Hampshire, for the 


| abolition of the franking privilege. 
ofhicers of the Army. i] 


Also, the petition of E. C. Woodward and 
52others, citizensof Marlborough, New Hamp- 
shire, for the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege. 

Also, the petition of D. H. Currier and 229 
others, citizens of Plymouth and vicinity, New 
Hampshire, for the abolition’ of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr, CONGER: The petition of Colonel 


Romeo, Michigan, for the abolition of the 


| franking privilege. 


Also, the petition of D. C. Walker and 39 
ethers, citizens of Copac, Michigan, for the 
abolition of the frauking privilege. 








eet 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. January’) 


Also, the petition of L. W.. Matthews «.., 
166 others, citizens of Pontiac, Michieay ;.- 
the abolition of the franking privilege.” My for 

Also, the petition of James Weir anq 4 


others, citizens of Oakwood, Michigan, fi» yj... 


| abolition of the franking rivilege, 


Also, the petition of Ezra Hazan ani 
others, citizens of Memphis, Michigan rm 
abolition of the franking privilege, ; 

By Mr. COWLES: A petition of citizens o¢ 
Seneca Falls, New York, for pension to | 
diers of the war of 1812. oo 

Also, a petition of citizens of the city of 
Oswego, New York, for the improvement ,¢ 
Pultneyville harbor, Wayne county, New Yor. 

Also, a petition of 250 citizens of Cover 
Seneca county, New York, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: A petition of 
citizens of Highland, Iowa county, Wisconsjy, 
against the reduction of the rate of impost duty 
on imported lead. , 

By Mr. COOK: A petition of citizens ,¢ 
Danby, Du Page county, Illinois, for the abo|i. 
tion of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Danby, for com. 
pulsory prepayment of all domestic postages 

By Mr. CREBS: The petition of W, Ww 
Palmer and 38 others, citizens of Dongola. 
Union county, Illinois, praying for the aboli. 
tion of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. CLARKE: The petition of Willian 
Stoddard and others, of Eugene, Kansas, for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Gilmer Montague and 
others, of Kansas, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. DOX: A petition of sundry citizens 
of Green Grove, Alabama, asking for the abo! 
ishment of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. DONLEY: A petition of citizens of 
Pennsylvania, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
asking that the twelfth section of the revenue 
law of July 20, 1868, prohibiting flouring mills 
from grinding for custom when attached to dis. 
tilleries, be repealed or changed. 

By Mr. FISHER: Four petitions for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. FERRISS: A petition of citizens 
of the town of Mooers, New York, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. FERRY: The petition of Thomas 
J. Evans, A. H. Reed, and 39 others, of Plain- 
field, Michigan, praying for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of E. H. Bowen, J. A. 
Martin, and 41 others, of Yankee Springs, 
Michigan, praying for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. GETZ: A petition of 32 citizens 
of Mount Autna, Berks county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege. 

By Mr. HAMILL: The petition of Henry 
Wilson and 40 others, citizens of Maryland, 
praying for the abolition of the franking priv: 
ilege. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of C. S. Hus- 
ton and others, for legislation for the relief 
of American shipping. 

Also, the petition of S. W. Griffin and 
others, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Steeples and 
others, for the abolition of the franking priv 
ilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Northport, 
Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of O. H. Leeland and 
others, for the same. 

Also, the petition of John M. Swazey and 
others, for the same. ‘ 

By Mr. HAMBLETON: The petition of 
James T. Kenney, and 35 others, citizens ot 
Caroline county, Maryland, in favor of the 
abolition of the franking rivilege. 

By Mr. HALDEMAN : The petition of 


) 


‘Philip Brechtbill, Levi Gleim, Simon 5. 
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eWS an. \ountz, and numerous others, citizens of Boil- || George Tong, postmaster at Camanche, Clin- | the country, and myself demands it. On the 
fan. f , Springs, Cumberland county, Pennsylva- || ton county, Lowa, and 94 other citizens, asking || 15th of December last one of the honorable 
; ,. for the abolition of the franking privilege. || for the abolition of the franking privilege. | Senators from Tennessee [Mr. Browniow ] 
and By Mr. HAIGHT: The petition of Robert By Mr. SPINK: The petition of General || took occasion to deliver a speech in the Senate, 
» for ; White and 24 others, praying for the aboli- || D. D. Stanley and other military officers, || as he said, to let the country know that he was 
sn of the franking privilege. located in Dakota Territory, praying for the || still a Republican. This, sir, he had a right 
and By Mr. HEATON: The petition of James || abolition of the franking privilege. to do, and for which I could not have com- 
for 4] tumley and 42 others, citizens of Carteret By Mr. STEVENSON: A petition of many || plained. For if there were doubts in his mind 
county, North Carolina, asking for the abolish- || citizens of Hamilton county, Ohio, praying the || as to his standing with the Republican party, 
Zeng of ment of the franking privilege. _ || abolition of the franking privilege. and he had reasons to believe there were some 
to go ~ Also, the memorial of Robert M. Cohn, of || By Mr. STILES: The memorials of Job || who had slight suspicions of his soundness 
North Carolina, asking for compensation for || R. Mather, and S. C. Conard and 100 others, || and fidelity, he certainly was justifiable in put- 
City of three bales of cotton. citizens of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, || ting himself right before the country. 
lent of By Mr. JONES, of Kentucky: A petition || praying the total abolition of the franking But, Mr. Speaker, he was not content with 
¥ York of citizens of Pendleton, Kentucky, for the || privilege. this; to justify his own course he saw fit to 
Covert abolition of the franking privilege. — By Mr. STEVENS: The petition of Mrs. || assail me in a most violent manner, as will be 
tion of Also, a petition of citizens of Gallatin county, || Esther L. Farnum, for a pension. seen from the following, which I find in the 
Kentucky, for the abolition of the franking || Also, the petition of Philip Chamberlain, || Globe of the 16th of December. He said: 
tion of privilege. ey rene | a soldier of the war of 1812, for a pension. | ‘After all this L do not propose at this late day to 
cOnsin. ~ Also, a petition of citizens of Warsaw, Ken- || Also, the petition of A. M. Pendleton and || be read out of he epee nes by ® serum peek 
st duty tucky, for the abolition of the franking priv- || 260 others, citizens of Peterboro’, New Hamp: || ji neste, who have been on all sides of all questions 
ilege. shire, for the abolition of the franking priv- || and whose connection with the Republican party 
ens of By Mr. KNAPP: A petition of citizens of || ilege. has no stronger bond nor higher motive than the old, 
 aboli- Davenport Center, Delaware county, New || By Mr. TILLMAN: A memorial from citi- || wal cat cnell tant OF te ches Ur naan 
York, for the abolition of the franking priv- || zensof Giles county, fourth district, Tennessee, || designate Stokes and Burier, who have seen fit to 
it Com ilege. £2 ; & || praying the abolition of the franking privilege. | tag ape tpeening) og mor mny eden oe 
stage By Mr. KETCHAM: Three petitions of || By Mr. TYNER: A petition of 29 citizens || cerdile ta & reuel Laniaiabete and peopesine to raise 
W. W. citizens of Hudson, Kinderhook, and Linlithgo, || of Markleville, Indiana, praying for the aboli- || a regiment of rebel troops while | was suffering in 
ngola. New York, for the abolition of the franking || tion of the franking privilege. i] jell in Knoxville for my constancy to the cause of 
oo to Tp@ TD . |} the Union! Is not he a beautiful pink of consist- 
abo privilege. oe _.. ||, By Mr. UPSON: The proceedings of apub- || ency to impeach my loyalty to the party that saved 
By Mr. LOUGHRIDGE: A petition of citi- | lic meeting of citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, in || the country!” 
‘illiam zens of Victor, Lowa, for the abolition of the || favor of the repeal of the income tax. || Now, Mr. Speaker, I will not consume the 
aS, for franking privilege. | By Mr. WASHBURN of Massachusetts : | time of the House in defense of my colleague, 
By Mr. LOGAN: A petition of over 1,300 || The petition of James R. Brown and 170 || [Mr. Burter,] for he is a member on this 
& and oflicers of the Army, asking that their pay he || others, citizens of Barre, Massachusetts, pray- || floor and is able to take care of himself, and 
f the increased. | ing the total abolition of the franking priv- || will pay his respects to the honorable Senator 
By Mr. MAYHAM: The petition of George || ilege. | at the proper time. I willsay, however, he is 
tizeng W. Luther and 100 others, citizens of Albany, || By Mr. WELLS: The petition of Leon Al- || my friend and has stood true to me and the 
ab New York, for the erection of a Government || can, praying that he may receive the bounty || Republican party when others proved treach- 
building in that city. | granted veterans. || erous and aided in prostrating the Union men 
NS ¢ By Mr. MOORE, of Illinois: The petition || By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio: The petition of || of ‘'ennessee. Mr. Butter is here, and will 
nking of sundry citizens of Mattoon, Illinois, asking || S. Isaminger and 44 others, citizens of Vinton || take care of himself, and will honor his con- 
the abolition of the franking privilege. | county, Ohio, praying for the passage of a || stituents. No truer Republican lives than my 
‘ania, Also, a petition of citizens of Ashmore, || law abolishing the franking privilege. honorable colleague, and he will prove that to 
renur Coles county, Illinois, on the same subject. | ByMr. WINCHESTER: Petitions from the || be true at no distant day by the honorable 
mi By Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey: A peti- || citizens of Louisville, Kentucky, for the aboli- || Senator himself over his own signature. I do 
0 dis tion for the abolition of the franking privilege || tion of the franking privilege. not propose to dignify the Senator’s assault 
by citizens of Harrisonville, New Jersey. | ByMr. WILLIAMS: A petition of 120 cit- || with any notice of his vituperation further than 
r the Also, a petition for the same purpose from || izensof Coepee and Huntington, Indiana, pray- || | am compelled to do by the nature of the 
citizens of Daretown, New Jersey. || ing for the abolition of the franking privilege. || charges preferred and the misrepresentations 
izens Also, a petition for the same purpose from || ByMr. WHEELER: A petition of sundry || made. It certainly cannot be considered out 
> the citizens of Meadows of Dan, Virginia. citizens of Madrid, St. Lawrence county, New || of place to give some reasons for the violent 
By Mr. MOORE, of Ohio: The petition of || York, forthe abolition ofthe franking privilege. || denunciation of passion and frenzy directed 
omas A. C, Armstrong and 81 citizens of Louisville, || — against me personally. I can truly say that I 
lain- Monroe county, Ohio, for abolishing the frank- | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | never gave the honorable Senator any provo- 
n of ing privilege. : S euapar. J 29. 1870 | cation for making this assault. Now, Mr. 
By Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania: A [es ERT 9 Sena eee || Speaker, as this whole thing has, as he would 
A. petition of 52 citizens of Mount Union, Penn- || | The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer || have the country believe, grown out of the con- 
ings, sylvania, asking Congress to abrogate the frank- || by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burter. _ || test last summer between acting Governor Sen- 
” the ing privilege. The Journal of yesterday was read and || tor and myself, I propose to set the matter 
By Mr. McCRARY: The petition of L. B. || approved. right before the nation. 
zens leak and others, of Brighton, Lowa, praying || PERSONAL EXPLANATION. The issues between Governor Senter and 
Inia, the abolition of the franking privilege. | Mr. STOKES. I ask unanimous consent to || myself in last summer’s canvass in Tennessee 
priv: Also, the petition of I. Manning and others, || make a personal explanation. I seldom ever || were never fully understood ; and as it is neces- 
of Keosauqua, lowa, praying the same. occupy the time of the House, asis well known, || sary that they should be in order to make plain 
enry By Mr. MeCARTHY: A petition of 60 || and never unnecessarily. the issues so boldly tendered in Senator Brown- 
~ +s 7 y , . *,° j . ’ . 7 
and, citizens of Geddes, New York, for the abolition Mr. BURR. It may involve some member || tow’s ‘‘ personal explanation,’’ 1 propose 
riV of the franking privilege. | who is absent, and I think personal explana- | briefly to recite them. 
By Mr. PACKARD: A petition of citizens || tions should always be made when the parties || The honorable Senator would have the coun- 
Tus- of ‘Hamlet, Indiana, for the abolition of the || eoncerned are present. If the party to whom | try believe that the unfortunate disturbances 
lief franking privilege. the gentleman proposes to refer be not present || which terminated in arupture of the State con- 
7 By Mr. POLAND: The petition of Lorrain || [ shall object. vention assembled in May last in the city of 
and Perry and others, of Stockbridge, Vermont, || Mr. STOKES. I will say to the gentleman || Nashville were initiated and provoked by the 
lor the abolition of the franking privilege. | from Illinois that I shall make no allusion to || contest for the temporary chairmanship. [am 
and Also, the petition of I’. I. Brigham and || any member upon this floor. Itis in reference || unwilling that this impression should prevail, 
riv- others, of Wardsboro’, Vermont, for the same | to ‘a matter in which I am concerned, and does || for in the real causes and nature of those dis 
purpose. not touch any other member. turbances lie the whole secret of the bitter can 
ort, By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Joseph Mr. BURR. I have no objection to any || vass which followed. 1am unwilling that the 
liedler, a disabled soldier, praying Congress rensonable time. opinion should obtain that my personal wishes 
and for a pension, There was no objection. or interests were allowed to stand in the way 
Also, the petition of J. H. Bowman and Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise for the || of any fair or reasonable compromise, or that 
and 10 others, citizens of Gratis, Preble county, || purpose of making a personal explanation, || my friends were governed by any such con 
Ohio, praying Congress to abolish the franking | and ask the consent of the House. As it is || siderations in the persistent efforts they made 
of privilege, well known to you and every member on this || to secure for me the prestige of a regular nom- 
; of Also, the petition of George W. Murphy and || floor that I have consumed but little time in || ination. As the controversy force d upon me by 
the 120 others, citizens of Oxford, Butler county, || making speeches, I therefore ask permission to || Mr. BrowNLow’s assault is necessarily personal 
Ohio, praying Congress to abolish the franking || proceed with the personal explanation. This, || [ may be pardoned for the prominence which 
of privilege, sir, is always an unpleasant duty to perform ; || I shall be compelled to give to the part I took 
S. By Mr. SMYTH, of Tos The petition but just to the Republicans of Tennessee, |! in the canvass, to which | im now aboutto refer 
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The Republicans of Tennessee, in electing 
their delegates to the State convention, sent 
men favorable to my nomination, for the rea- 
on that they believed I would be a much more 
available candidate than Governor Senter. 
She latter, whether justly or unjustly, had 
become identified to a great extent with what 
is siguificantly known in the State as the 
‘school fund’? and * railroad corruption’’ 
schemes. By these schemes the party was 
charged with the misapplication of several hun- 
dred thousand dollars of public moneys. As 
Governor Senter had been prominently con- 
nected with Governor BrowNLow’s adininis- 
tration, under which these frauds were alleged 
to have been committed, and under which for 
various reasons the taxes had been greatly in- 
creased, it was deemed inadvisable to place him 
Lefore the people as the leader of the party. 
With this determination well matured through- 
out the State, delegates were selected to that 
convention, fully two thirds of whom were in- 
structedand committed to sapport my nomina- 
tion. This fact was so well understood by the 
friends of Governor Senter that some days pre- 
vious to the assembling of the convention, at 
«a meeting of some of his leading and most 
active friends held in the city of Knoxville, it 
was decided that the only way to prevent my 
nomination was to break up the convention by 
a row or some violence. The place and time 
of the meeting where this agreement was made 
is known, and the course of the men in the 
convention who made that agreement shows 
how faithfully it was carried out. 
As circumstances corroborating this charge 
of conspiracy and combination to break up the 
‘convention | may mention the fact that one of 
(jovernor Senter’s most influential supporters 
publicly declared in Knoxville, while en route 
to the convention, that they ‘* intended to nom- 
inate Senter or bust up the convention.” 
Others of his friends intimated the same thing 
before the convention assembled, and their 
actions during its sitting indicate that they were 
fully cognizant of the plan. I wish these facts 
remembered, as they explain the ‘‘ turbulence’’ 
ind ** violence’ manifested in the convention, 
of which Governor Senter’s friends complain, 
but for which they are entirely responsible. Is 
i.unnatural that my frieads, constituting a very 
large majority of that convention, should have | 
resisted the violent efforts of Governor Senter’s 
friends and leaders when it was known that | 
their object was to break up the convention 
and thereby deprive me of the benefits of a 
regular nomination? The Senator’s statement 
that the name of my colleague [Mr. Maynarp] | 
was proposed as a compromise candidate on | 
the second day of the convention is intended 
to make the impression that he was brought 
forward by Governor Senter’s friends as an | 
offer of compromise. 
! am reliably informed that Mr. Maynarp’s | 
name was mentioned by Judge Lewis on the | 
second day before the convention was organ- 
ized and while the excitement was so intense 
hat he could not be heard, and that he was 
notin fact heard by any considerable number | 
of the delegates. 1t was, I am informed, ut- | 
terly impossible at that time for any one to get 
‘he ear of the members, and I amassured that | 
Judge Lewis’s nomination was not understood | 
in the way that the Senator would now have us | 
believe. J may say further that | am satisfied 
(hat nomination was not so understood by the | 
iriends of Mr. Senter, for Judge Houk, who 
was one of his most active and influential 
supporters, declared in a public speech in 
Knoxville, a few nights after the convention 
adjourned, that he would not have supported 
Mr, Maynarp under any circumstances. But, 
sirs, 80 far from my friends having rejected | 
any ofiers of compromise, it is well known 
in Tennessee that they earnestly made such | 
offers, and that they were rejected by Gov- 
ernor Senter himself. When it became evi- 
dent that some reconciliation was necessary | 
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tion day, my friends, notwithstanding the fact | 


that they were aware of the combination to 
break up the convention as before referred to, 


sent a committee to wait upon Governor Sen- | 
ter and effect, if possible, some compromise. | 


They were told by the Governor that his case 
was in the hands of his friends, and by the 
latter that no compromise could be effected. 
All these facts I desire to impress upon your 
minds in order that you may understand that 
the rupture in the convention was brought 
about by Governor Senter’s friends, and not 


| because of any division upon the question of 


suffrage, as his friends in the North at one time 
claimed. 

The convention was broken up in pursuance 
of the plan I have named. ‘The friends of 
Governor Senter, comprising but a few of the 
members of the convention, organized sepa- 
rately and placed him in nomination. The 
larger number, comprising fully two thirds of 


| the delegates in the convention regularly and 


fairly chosen by their respective counties, 
effected an organization presided over by my 
colleague, Judge Bur.er, and tendered me the 
nomination, which | accepted, 

Early in the canvass Senator BrownLow de- 


clared himself in favor of Governor Senter, | 


continued his ardent supporter, and on the day 


of the election was led to the polls and depos- | 
| ited a ballot in his favor. 


lie says he yielded that support because he 
preferred Senter personally, because he was 


under obligations to him, and that he was | 


justified in doing so because he was a Repub- 


_lican claiming to be in perfect accord with the 


principles of the Chicago platform. 


I propose | 


| briefly to review Governor Senter’s policy and | 





| 
| 


j 


see how far it was in harmony with those prin- 
ciples, and how far he merited the support of 
true Republicans. 


When Mr. Senter’s name was first announced | 


it was believed by his friends that he would re- 
ceive the support of a considerable number of 
the Republicans of the State. By reason of the 
patronage at his disposal, of the arbitrary con- 
trol of the registration, and for other reasons 
not necessary here to mention, he was sup- 


ported by many of those theretofore leaders in | 
the party. Le had the control, or the assurance | 


of the control, of two of the three daily Repub- 
lican papers of the State. These reasons ex- 
plain in part why he had the support of the few 
leaders named bythe Senator. But before the 
canvass was fairly begun it became apparent to 
the Governor that the mass of the Republicans 
were determined and enthusiastic in supporting 
me. lor reasons before stated I was edit 
the most available candidate. 
dissatisfied with the management of one or two 
departments of State affairs, and they were par- 
ticularly dissatisfied with the few men who were 
prominent with money and work in the support 
of Mr. Senter. When this became manifest he 
realized the necessity of looking elsewhere for 
his supporters. When he became persuaded 


The party were | 


that he could not be elected by Republicans as | 


a Republican he began that policy on the suf: 
frage question which has been fitly pronounced 
by Mr. Maynarp and his associates in their 
‘*protest’’ as ‘‘revolutionary.’’ Up to this 
period in the canvass Senter’s friends, with 


some plausibility, claimed that he was entitled | 
P 


to the support of Republicans. But just about | 
this period it became evident that such clainis | 
could not in reason be longer made. [rom | 


this time their departure from Republicanism 
became notorious and unmistakable. 1t was 
then that he made his celebrated speech at 
Nashville, in which he espoused the cause of 
universal suffrage and foreshadowed that policy 
which he soon afterward carried out. 

As Governor of the State he had supreme 
control of the franchise. Under the laws of 
the State he controlled the appointment and 
removal of the commissioners of registration. 
They, in turn, controlled the registration of 
voters and the granting or refusal of certifi- 


to prevent ap open rupture and defeat on elec- |! cates. They could give certificates to whomso- 


| 
} 
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ever they pleased and from their decision the 

was no appeal. The guiltiest, most red-handai 
rebel in the State once in possession of a — 
tificate was a legal voter, and could not eed 
be unregistered or distranchised. Under Sick 
laws, and with such powers over the syste: 
registering voters, Governor Senter Virtually 
controlled the election. When he Aideee’ 
convinced from the indications hereinhe(),. 
alluded to that he could not be elected by ),. 
legal voters of the State, as certificated jy, ;. 
the assembling of the convention, he Seteen. 
ined to throw open the franchise by an ope. 
and illegal abuse of the powers vested jy i 
as Governor. During the month of June, who 
making a joint canvass with me in East Tennos. 
see, the stronghold of Republicanism jin th. 
State, he repeatedly and publicly pledged hin). 
self not to disturb the registration, but to hold 
a fair election. Anticipating the policy hp 
subsequently pursued, and desiring to prepare 
the public mind in that section for the betrayal 
awaiting the Republicans inclined to follow 
him, I was caretul to force him to make the 
public pledges just referred to in every county 
in which we spoke. In the month of July, jus; 
as soon as the canvass in East Tennessee was 
finished, and in the very counties where these 
pledges were made, he removed the Repub- 
lican registers and appointed in their places men 


Such 


hn of 


|| whom he was advised would willingly and 


zealously aid him in annulling and openly dis. 
regarding the laws he and they were sworn to 
support. ‘his nullifying and ‘‘ revolutionary 
policy ’’ was carried on for the month preced- 
ing the election. Its object and inevitable 
result were well known. The rebel Democ- 
racy were jubilant at the certainty of gainiug 
control of the State, and their journals were 


| proclaiming what they would do when once in 


power. Long before the 5th of August, the day 
of election, it was evident that this policy would 
secure for us a Democratic Legislature ; the 
certain defeat of the fifteenth amendment ; the 
probable election of Andrew Johnson to the 
Senate; the abolition of the free-school sys. 
tem ; the constitutional convention now in ses- 
sion, and which is to deprive us of. our Repub- 
lican judiciary elected last July for eight years; 
and all the obnoxious legislation which has 
already been enacted. 

All these results I say were certain to follow 
the triumph of Senter’s policy. The Demo- 
cratic press promised them, the temper of that 
party insured them, and Governor Senter’s 
triends anticipated them. Some of the latter, 
who at first supported him because they believed 
him to be a Republican, publicly protested 
against his policy of indiscriminate enfran- 
chisement, and finally when his persistence in 
that policy was assured they withdrew from his 
support. There was not an intelligent man in 
the State who did not realize the fact that Sen- 
ter’s course was in direct conflict with the prin- 
ciples of the Republican party, and that his 


| object was to secure my defeat and the over- 


throw of the party. 

In opposition to this policy of Governor 
Senter, I contended for a strict enforcement 
of the franchise laws which Governor Senter 
and Senator Brown.Low had enacted and sup- 
ported foryears. Those lawshad their found: 
ation in the constitution itself. The only way 
to repeal them, if they desired their repeal, was 
by a constitutional amendment. I have been 
denounced as a proscriptionist and disorgan- 
izer. Why, sir, they were the disorganizers, 
for they openly and defiantly trampled upon 
the constitution and laws they had aided in 
securing. Iwas simply asking them to respect 
and execute the laws as I found them upon 
the statute-book of the State. I believed those 
laws necessary for the protection of loyal men 
and for the preservation of republican govern- 
ment in4I'ennessee, and I am glad to learn that 
the honorable Senator is now again of that 
opinion. ! 

In view of all the facts I have now svated, 1s 
there any room for doubt as to which policy 
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. Republicans of Tennessee should have sup- 

ted? There is no dispute as to the policy 
oe tenths of them did support, for the re- 
corns of that eleetion show that I polled to 
“bin about one thousand of the votes cast for 
(oyneral Grant in the exciting contest of 1868. 
irs, can there be any excuse suggested, 
ew of all the facts recited, for Republic- 
; supporting Mr. Senter after his policy was 
in to result in their overthrow ? 


pple 


If Senator BrRowNLow at first supported him | 


n personal grounds and because he believed 

‘m to be a Republican, as he now claims, for 
+ became evident what results would follow 
his election? For what reasons did he con- 
ue his zealous support of Senter and finally 


hat reasons did he continue that support when | 


os =— - a -_ ~— ———— 


cumstances stated Mr. Brown ow is justly sub- 
ject to one of two charges: either want of 
political sagacity or a desire to secure the de- 
feat of his party. He disclaims the benefit of 
as charitable a judgment as the former, and 
| we are therefore warranted in holding him 

responsible for the latter. It is a well-settled 
| principle of law that a sane man is presumed to 

intend what inevitably follows a deliberate act. 

It is but just in consideration of all the facts of 
| the case to hold the Senator to the full measure 

of the responsibility of his acts in the premises, 
| The selection of a Democratic Legislature 
is accounted for by the Senator chiefly because 


|| of the number of candidates presented by the 


idorse his policy at the ballot-box on the day | 


ofelection, long, long after Senter had made 
‘‘wholesale change’’ in the registrars ; 
+ after he saw him arming every rebel in 
State with the ballot through revolutionary 
nd unconstitutional means; long after he 
»w this policy was meeting the hearty approval 
of the Democracy, and was intended to secure 
heir triumph; and long after he had heard 
this same Democracy, which he now professes 
to despise, exult over this policy and boast 
of what they would do when it should securely 
nlace them in control of the Legislature ? 
~ But the Senator says in his explanation that 
‘‘contemplated conferring the ballot upon 
the disfranchised in a gradual and constitutional 
ranner, and not by the wholesale changing of 
the commissioners of registration, a measure to 
vhich I never gave my approval.’’ In view of 
the facts I have detailed I hardly know how to 
eply to this statement. I cannot give it the 
answer it merits without violating the propri- 
eties of this House. What does the gentleman 
ean when he says he did not give his approval 
to the ‘wholesale changing of the commission- 


ers of registration?’’? Did not those changes 


1+ 


all take place weeks before the day of election, | 


and were they not made in open violation of 
the public pledges which Governor Senter had 
made in every county in Kast Tennessee? Did 
not every intelligent man in the State know of 
these changes long before the day of election, 
of the reasons that provoked them, and of the 
results certain to follow ? 

The honorable Senator had repeatedly and 
publicly pledged himself to support Governor 
Senter ; and if he did not approve of this shame- 
ful abuse of power, why did he sit quietly by 
and see his party swept from power and notso 
much as even put on record one single word 
which could possibly be construed as a disap- 
proval of the means by which that defeat was 
insured ? 
lowed Mr. Brown Low into the Senter party, 
and they should certainly have had from him 
some public remonstrance against the abuses 
of which he now complains. ‘They had confi- 


There were Republicans who fol- | 


dence in his political sagacity, in his devotion | 


to Republican principles, and they were doubt- 


less greatly influenced in casting their votes | 


for Governor Senter from the Senator’s sup- 
posed indorsement of his policy. I fail to see 
now how they could possibly have known that 
he did not indorse that policy. I never heard 
of such disapprobation until it was made known 
in the Senate. It was never suspected in Ten- 
nessee. He was there believec 
accord with Mr. Senter, not only because of 
no publie expression to the contrary, but from 
the stronger reason that he voted forhim. But 
there should have been no uncertainty about 
it. A faithful leader and true Republican would 
have held no equivocal position in such a crisis. 
(here were issues then pending not only of 
greatimportance to the State, but to the nation. 
lhe rights and liberty of the colored men, the 
safety of loyal white men, and the very exist- 
ence of Republicanism in the State all trembled 
in the balance. To have held a doubtful posi- 
tion upon such issues was, to say the least, a 
crime, 


In voting for Governor Senter under the cir- 


to be in full | 


two parties. This propositionis hardly worthy of 
serious attention. There may have been afew 
cases in which the chances for electing Repub- 
| lican legislators were lessened by the number 
of candidates presented, but such cases are 
exceptional. It was the corrupt and illegal 
abuse of the powers vested in the registrars 
that secured us a Democratic Legislature, and 
nothing else. 

The Senator complains again because Gov- 
ernor Senter disbanded the militia instead of 
‘* distributing them in the rebellious counties.”’ 
This was one of the earlier acts of his admin- 
istration, and yet | have never before heard 
any complaints from the honorable Senator. 
Why did the gentleman not take warning from 
| such acts or call upon the Governor to explain 

them? Is it not remarkable that with so many 
causes for complaint he yet supported him so 
zealously ? 

With these remarks upon the publie ques- 
tions, I will pass to the more personal ones 
which the Senator has presented. 

I do not here propose to dignify his assault 
with any notice of his vituperation further than 
I am compelled to do by the nature of the 
charges preferred. It cannot be considered 
out of place to give some reasons for the vio- 
lent demonstration of passion and frenzy 
directed against me personally. I have never 
given the honorable Senator any provocation 
tor the assaults he has made upon me. He was 
the first to assail me, and that, too, after I had 
rendered him willing and efficient service in 
his political campaigns in Tennessee. The 
| secret of his opposition is that I was not always 
willing to aid him in his efforts to gratify his 
inordinate ambition. Briefly recited my sins 
of omission are these: because I did not fully 
indorse his policy as Governor of the State; 
because I saw proper to oppose him for the 
position he now holds in the Senate, although 
previous to the meeting of the Legislature he 
had assured prominent candidates for the posi- 
tion that be would not allow his name to be 
used in that connection; because I would not 
favor aresolution proposed to be submitted to 
a State convention held in Nashville, in 1868, 





President of the United States; because I 
would not yield to the solicitations of his per- 
sonal friends in the Chicago convention to with- 
draw his name as a candidate for Vice Pres- 
ident, when none but a few personal favorites 
had ever mentioned his name for the position ; 
and lastly, because in the last canvass in Ten- 
nessee I had the audacity to respond to the 
wishes of nineteen twentieths of the Repub- 
licans and become a candidate for Governor 
against his personal friend and favorite, whose 
**slorious Republican triumph”’ has led to the 
results set forthin our late memorial to Con- 
gress. 

It was-well known and understood that if I 
was elected Governor I was pledged to expose 
and punish the gigantic railroad frauds and 
peculations by means of which some of the 
Senator’s particular friends were enabled to 
buy up by the wholesale the leading Republican 
newspapers of the State and use them to defeat 
me and break down our party. Every one of 
| the newspapers bought up by such means and 
| used to support Messrs. Brown Low and Senter 
| have either suspended publication or gone over, 





suggesting his name as a candidate for Vice | 
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like the Knoxville Whig, to the extreme rebel 
wing of the Democratic party. Under the pat- 
ronage and peculiar Republican triumph of the 
Senter party every Republican daily paper in 
the State has either been forced to suspend or 
advocate Democratic principles for support. 
These are better tests by which to judge the 
character and temper of Senter Republicanism 
than the cheap om and indorsement of the 


| few crippled and weak-kneed Republicans who 
| survived the contest. 


In the face of such facts the Senators charge 
that my ‘‘ connection with the Republican party 
has no stronger bond nor higher motive than 
the old, time-honored seven principles of ‘ the 
five barley loaves and two small fishes’ ’’ needs 
no reply. When the honorable Senator finds 
it necessary to defend his Republicanism by 
boasting of the fact that one of his particular 
friends, prominently identified with the rail 
road schemes to which I have alluded, ** con- 
tributed liberally of means and efforts’’ to secure 
Andrew Johnson’s defeat for the Senate I do 
not feel called upon to prove the nature of the 
‘*bonds’’ that unite me to the great Repub- 
lican party. But, sir, I cannot suffer to pass 
unnoticed the charge that 1 am a Republican 
from mercenary motives. 

I have been charged with many political sius 
by the Democratic press of the country because 
ot my unflinching devotion to the principles 
of the party to which I belong; but it has been 
reserved for an honorable Senator holding his 
position under pretense of being a Republican 
to charge me with corruption. I meet the 
charge with an unqualified denial, and I chal- 
lenge him or any other living man to prove 
that I ever corruptly received or distributed, 
directly or indirectly, one single cent or dollar. 
The charge is false, and I defy the gentleman 
to sustain it by proof. Because the Senator 
has lost his influence and position in his party 
at home he is maddened and strikes wildly and 
furiously at those who have gained the confi 
dence he has lost. It was because of my well- 
known opposition to corruption that I was the 
nominee of the Republicans of Tennessee. 


| ‘Through the efforts and encouragement of the 


Senator certain prominent, malignant rebels 
had gained positions of trust and responsibility 
in the party which they had most outrageously 
abused. ‘Their corruption was charged upon 
the party because they were known to be 
supreme in authority over the Senator, and 


| because by his procurement they were in some 
| measure recognized as members of the party 


and protected from exposure. They never 


| were Republicans and nevershould have been 


| ble for their shameful abuses of trust. 


recognized as such. They and the few Repub- 
licans who supported them are alone responsi- 
t was 


because the Senator attempted to uphold such 


men, even at the expense of the life of his 
party, that he and they received such a merited 
rebuke last August even in their own home 
precincts, for in the very voting precinct where 
the Senator lives, a precinct almost unani- 
mously Republican, | received about twenty 
of the Republican votes cast to Senter’s one. 
These facts speak for themselves, and need no 
further comment. 

In connection with the facts I have now 
stated concerning the Senator’s indorsement 


| of Governor Senter’s policy I have some re- 


| principles of the Republican party. 


marks to make upon his sale of the Knox- 
ville Whig, for 1 consider it as strong, cor- 
roborating proof of his want of fidelity to the 
When the 
contest ketween Governor Senter and myself 
began the Whig was the property of a stock 
company, in which Mr. Browntow owned 
two out of the twelve shares comprising the 
stock. As it became important which side 
the Whig supported the friends of both par 
ties were anxious to secure it. Two of the 
shares were owned by a friend of Senter, but 
he had no written certificate of stock. These 
two shares were purchased by my friends, and 
thereby they secured control of the paper. 








670 


When this was discovered, Mr. BrownLow, who 
originally owned most of the Whig property 
which went to make up the stock of the new 
company, and who had sold these two shares 
to the gentleman from whom my friends made 
the purchase, refused to acknowledge the trans- 
action because he had never given any written 
transfer, although he had repeatedly recog- 
nized the trade and treated the stock as the 
property of the gentleman referred to. He 
not only refused to carry out a fair business 
contract, that he might deprive me of the sup- 
port of the Whig, but immediately sold these 
two shares at a great sacrifice to Senter’s 
friends, and thereby secured to the Governor 
and his revolutionary policy the support of that 
journal. 

After the campaign was ended he negotiated 
a still further ‘‘parely business transaction’’ 
and sold the Whig to General Mabry, whom 
he extols asa model Republican. For some 
days prior to this sale it was publicly an- 
nounced on the streets of Knoxville that such 


a transaction was to be consummated and who | 
When the sale was | 


was to be the new editor. 


Let us see how his record stands on this 
question. Just a few days before he left Knox- 
ville for Washington he signed a public call 
upon Mr. Mabry, the present proprietor of the 
Whig, in which it was said, ‘*‘ Having confi- 
dence in you, and believing that you would 
fairly represent us in the approaching conven- 


tion, (we) hereby ask and insist upon your 


giving your consent to become a candidate.’’ 
As proprietor and publisher of the Whig Mr. 
Mabry’s political sentiments are, of course, well 


| known. I[n calling upon him to become acan- 
| didate for the reason that he would “fairly 


represent’’ him the Senator is, of course, | 


understood to indorse the views of his ‘‘ rep- 
resentative;’’ and in ‘‘insisting’’ upon his 
running we are warranted in assuming thatthe 
Senator approved of having a convention and 


| was anxious to be fairly represented therein. 


| That I may not do Mr. Brown ow or his rep- 
resentative injustice I will give their views on 
t 


| political subjects as I find 


em expressed in 


| files of the Whig published since the Senator 


made Mr. BrowNnLow announced the fact in a | 


card, and stated to the patrons of the Whig 
that he had the assurance that it would con- 
tinue a Republican journal, &c. When I state 
that both the publisher and editor were prom- 
inent active, original rebels, and that the 
latter had been bitterly abused by Mr. Brown- 
Low as the worst rebel unhung—this is my in- 
formation and I have no doubt of its trath—you 


may perhaps realize how the Senator’s assur- | 


ance was received. I shall presently show 
what kind of Republicanism these new apos- 


tles are teaching to the Senator's old patrons. | 


I can easily reconcile their Republicanism with 
that which triumphed in Senter’s election last 
August, or with the Republicanism advocated 
hy the honorable Senator when he gave his 
support to Senter’s policy ; but I cannot rec- 
oneile it with the principles of our party as 
illustrated in the legislation of this House, and 


| think that difficulty will be shared by you all | 


when you hear what further I have to say. 
Just here it is proper that [ should notice 


the statementof Mr. BrownLowthata Demo- | 


cratic Legislature was chosen because of the 
number of candidates presented. Thisreason 
he gives as the leading one why we were 
defeated in choosing our General Assembly. 
‘There were some counties, as I said before, 
where the candidates were numerous, but I 


do not know of any where this was the cause | 


of defeat. But in Knox county, where the 
Senator resides, the contest for the Legisla- 
ture—the senate and the lower house—was 
between two young Federal officers and two 
bitter Democratic politicians of long experi- 
ence. ‘The race was close and exciting. One 
of the Conservative candidates was a promi- 
nent lawyer and the editor of the leading 
Democratic paper in Kast Tennessee. 
paper was active and influential in opposing 
the Republican candidates and bitter in its 
denunciations. 
great importance of securing a Republican 
Legislature, and notwithstanding the honorable 
record the Republican candidates had made 
in the Army, the Knoxville Whig, of which 
the Senator was then a leading stockholder, 
had few words to give in their behalf. And 
they were defeated because they had no journal! 


His | 


And yet, notwithstanding the || 


to support and defend them. If the contest had | 


been between them and Senter Republicans 
there might have been some excuse for the 
course of the Whig, but as it was I do not 
see how the Senator is to be excused. By his 
course in this matter he aided very materially 


in sending to the Legislature two men who were || 


Andrew Johnson's most active friends and are 
President Grant's most active opponents. 

The Senator, speaking in explanation of the 
constitutional convention now in session, says: 


“If I were Governor,and the convention should 
attempt to meet and carry out their revolutionary 
measures, | would disperse them with the State 
troops.’ 





gave assurance that it should continue a Re- 





publican journal. On the 5th of October, 1869, | 


in an editorial, ‘* Curious to know our poli- 
tics,’’ I find the following picture of Tennessee 
affairs: 


“We have politics, as you may yet learn to your 
heart’s content. Foranumber of years we have been 
absent from Tennessee, and during that time won- 
derful changes have occurred. Immediately succeed- 
ing (the war) areign ofterror commenced marked by 
a cruel violence such as was never heard of before or 
since, not necessary now nor befitting to unmask it. 
Our children should not be made familiar with its 
horrors; so let the mantle of oblivion rest upon it. 
A period of such blackness and tempest should be 
buried with the frightful days ofa Caligula and other 
heartless wretches who essayed to rule their fellows 
with rods of iron. We pray God they may never 
happen again.”’ 


As Mr. Brown ow was the Governor of Ten- 
nessee from February, 1865, to March, 1869, 
his administration is the one so kindly referred 
to as the ‘‘reign of terror’? by his Repub- 
lican (?) friend whom he *insisted’’ should 
represent him in the present constitutional 
convention. 

Onthe 21st of September last the Whig said: 


_ “Our neighbor is at aloss to understand our mean- 
ing when we say ‘the contest isjustbegun.’ Wecan 


| tell him, and in doing so we cheerfully concede all 


the credit due him and his co-workers for the strug- 
gle he and they made against the combined powers 


| of a merciless despotism during the last four years. 


That struggle was a fierce one, and we will add a 
grand one; scarcely anything like it in the whole 
history of political warfare. It is full of sublimity, 
and the actors deserve the gratitude not only of Ten- 
nessee, but of every State in the Union sympathizing 
with them.”’ 


There can certainly be no doubt about the 
‘* merciless despotism ’’ referredto. I fear the 
old allegory of the serpent warmed into life is 


applicable to this effort of the Senator to re- 


store political rights to this ungrateful friend. 

I make these extracts to show the sentiments 
of the gentleman whom Mr. Brown ow insisted 
should represent him inthe present convention. 
In view of the prominent part the Senator took 
in restoring to power the very men who have 
called this convention and who will give to it 
its extremest element, and in view of the senti- 
ments of his representative, I cannot forbear 
to ask him to explain how he can now consist- 
ently demand to have that convention dispersed 
at the point of the bayonet. 

I would be content to take no further notice 
of the Senator, but I feel it but just to a friend 
and warm supporter in last summer’s canvass 


| that I should notice one other portion of Mr. 


Browniow’s explanation. He seems to be 
particularly anxious to break down the repu- 
tation of the Knoxville correspondent of the 
New York Times, Cincinnati Commerciai, and 
Washington Chronicle. The only reason I can 
give for thisis that Captain Ricks has succeeded 


|| very well in breaking down the Senator's infla- 


ence in his party and in exposing his motives 
for his departure from Republicanism in the 
canvass I have explained. He seeks to identify 


| that gentleman politically with those with whom 


| he is associated in business. 


I know this to be 
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entered the Union Army in Ohio at the e 





January 22. 


unjust to Mr. Ricks, for while he entert 
highest respect and has the warmest friendshj, 
for his partners in the law business, he - 
always firmly and widely differed from them 

y. He knows them to be men of th. 
strictest integrity and of the highest profes. 
sional attainments, and he is proud of i. 
business connection with them. S 

The secret of the Senator’s bitter opposition 
to one of them is well understood in Tennesse. 
I know that during last summer’s canvas Can. 
tain Ricks was a warm supporter of mine and 
did good service in explaining to the party jy 
the North the real issues then pending. "Ho 
: arly 
age of nineteen, and he has an honorable 
record of faithful service. I have the assurance 
from him that he has always supported the 
Republican ticket, and I know that he ig fully 
identified with the Republican party at his home 
in Knoxville, where he has resided for the past 
five years. If he did not always approve of 
what Mr. Brown ow did I do not know that for 
such a reason he is to be read out of the party, 
But in justice to Captain Ricks, and to show the 
character of the letters he has written from 
Tennessee, I beg to read the following letter 
from Hon. Henry J. Raymond, the late editor 
of the New York Times, and one of the ablest 
journalists and men of this age: 

Times Orrice, 
New York, April 8, 1869, 

Dear Sir: Your letters from Tennessee during tho 
late political campaign were always thoroughly Re- 
publican, and, in my judgment, of the very highest 
service to General Grant and the Union cause. None 
but a very extreme and unreasonable politician 
would dream of finding fault with them in that re- 
spect. They were not written for Governor Browy- 
LOW, nor was I aware that they were to be tested by 
his approval. They were very acceptable, and did 
great good here. 

You can make any use you choose of this note. 


Very truly, yours, 
Ht. J. RAYMOND. 


ains the 


A. J. Ricks, esq. 


I am sure that it is unnecessary for me to 
add anything further on the subject, as this 
letter does the gentleman referred to more good 
than Mr. BrownLow’s attacks can do him harm. 
He needs no vindication in Tennessee or in 
Ohio, where he is personally known, but as the 
Senator has placed upon the records of Con- 
gress charges against this friend which I am 
confidentare unjust I have deemed it but proper 
that I should notice and answer them. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, having said this much, I 
thank the House for the indulgence, and hope 
the country will understand the true cause of 
the defeat of the Republican party in Tennes- 
see and who were the men that brought it 
about and are responsible for the suffering of 
the Union men there to-day. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, but a word more. ‘The 
other Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Fow er} 
makes the following statement in a speech a 
few dayssince inthe Senate. He says that the 
‘* Republican party of Tennessee stinks in the 
nostrils of every honest man in the State.” 
This I will not trouble the House with at this 
time, but will at some future day take occasion 
to defend the fifty-five thousand true Union 
men and Federal soldiers who stood true to 
— principles last August. 

f, sir, this House will but go into an invest- 
igation of the frauds in the late August elec- 
tion they will find, to use the language of the 
honorable Senator in conversation, ‘‘ that it 
was carried by wholesale perjury,’’ the term 
fraud being too mild. Now, Mr. Speaker, | 
again thank the House, and yield the floor. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Hawtin, one of its clerks, notifying the 
House that that body had passed House bill 
No. 783, to admit the State of Virginia to rep- 
resentation in the Congress of the United States, 
with amendments, in which the concurrence 
of the House was requested. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER stated that under the order 
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the House yesterday the House would sit 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


power I apprehend it is well to know that fact 
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ins the ean in the-Committes ofthe Whole = aeinialiieaddbe ) should be selected as near the center of wealth 
aaune -day as in the CU 1 e of the 1ole on || as soon as possible and at once proceed to shape and population as might be consistent with the 
Ap che state of the Union for debate only. our course here for the indefinite future. If it || navigation of the Atlantic ocean and havine 
rs a \Mr. McCrary took the chair as Speaker pro || is not to be the permanent capital of this vast || due regard to the particular situation of the 
ee wpore. Republic, certainly it is not wise to expend the || western country ; and to them this central : oint 
are REMOVAL OF TITE CAPITAL. = =e upon oe a — tobe eee 7 be the ao bank of the Susque 
Oles oat Geel : ; either torn down or abandoned. he people, || hanna, in the State of Pennsylvania. 
of his Mr. MOORL, of Hiiacie. In this acuive, || sir, it seems to me are expecting a vdenndaha And so the question ie aaa over and 
sitio: Bs Oe reine they are desiring it; and feel that the very fit- | over again, and never by any who participated 
oe a sha, nabiie. sckei seal theo ae ness of things demands it, and are making up || in the discussion was the notion lost sight ot 
“ha a e scale aah aun a their minds with wonderful rapidity that it that the center of population and wealth and 
I .e ee es eee =e 6: || must, it shall be done. I know, sir, that the || convenience in reference to the extent of terri- 
1€ and rye questions of yesterday having been settled 


Thy in 


me old to-day by reason of new forms of 


whole people are not as yet in perfect accord 


upon this important subject. ‘There are those 


tory should in a high degree control the ques 


He : ht rapidly crowding up for consideration, ‘yhose individual interests and convenience ar Se 
early F 1 cuestions not settled recur again. inevi- eee rs ua — ‘ Sts Se e are || ment on either extreme would have created 
rable tab ‘demanding afresh examination, and must not exactly in accordance with this scheme, | the most intense displeasure and would at that 
rane 2 ted tie seen ee eee, Rod oa and it is perhaps natural that men’s interests || time have greatly disturbed the harmony ot 
d the ag as a ne ald enon an eee we tains should very materially mold their Opinions. the States, And so earnest and intense was 
3 fully ss they obirede themselves upon the aie ; nero argosusituasstesy ate) Staten aledy that’ || thin fasling Wan iey Madison himself intimated 
home consideration, excite serious apprehensions in rae oe a eee = wept ar yrome that had any prophet arisen, in the Convention 
€ past oo minds, and often the most stubborn oppo- ba os  peraaner ter a re gata that agreed ao the Union of the thirteen 
ve of 7 a Sounetlanen then. ate mat ia. the.apnt of ready to denounce it as the scheme of madmen States, to predict bad faith in this regard it was 
nat f ests 1s on a ee ae idle and utterly devoid of any substantial reasons || questionable if the Union itself could have been 

ridic ule and sarcasm, and those who meddle | jn its favor. consummated. Itis true that by many no very 
ae & with them eae represented as Dee, I suppose, sir, that all changes that have ever || considerable regard was had to the extended 
f - visionary, and even presumptuous. butnever- || heen inaugurated hitherto have been viewed || and uninhabited territories then belonging to 
cee tt coe we rs Besser J tea ae of in the same light, and have seldom ever been the Government, as there was then onlya feeble 
editor henge % alle or. Cae etc, || Watituted without working detriment to the || conception of the rapid and unprecedented 
a are we given to talk that al manner of themes || interests of some one. Neither the early or || growth and development of those territories 
ablest inust be discussed whether well pleasing to all | the later rains have fallen upon the earth, how- || in wealth and population. Mr. Ames, of Mas- 

who are compelled to hear or not. _ And asitis | ever parched and thirsty, without some one |! sachusetts, [ believe it was, stated that the Sus 
1869 notall talk with the ne ead Saleen: being ardently desirous that au few more addi- quehanna was the center of common conven- 
ae the as well, and with indomitable will, courage, and | tional fair days might be vouchisafed. Fore- || ience. and said: 
ly Re- energy, it must be conceded that when they || thought, however, and industry might have ‘“ West of the Ohio is almost an unmeasurabl 
ighest do talk a pees at least, is to be tak 7h as prepared them for the inevitable: and I will || wilderness, Gentlemen will pardon me if I think it 
tian fraught ko , mepinance ane warp preeaeees say in reference to those who cry peace on this a abee Tes iccuaniines. Tetiee tee , 
lat re- OF PREPS 5 and to ignore the fact is unwise. subject when really there is no peace that || uneasiness to think that in a hundred years it would 
ROWN- | propose, sir, now to trouble the House || they would be wiser to forecast in reference to || be liable to be removed.” 
vat by with afew thoughts upon a subject of national || inevitable destiny and prepare for that which So little did he anticipate the wonderful his 
interest, the discussion of which has already || their own limited power can in nowise control. || tory that the future was to unfold, that that 
ee. been commenced throughout the country, and It does seem to me when I look upon the map feature of the subject was to his mind a matter 
ND which must in spite of its unpalatableness in || of this country, when I contemplate its vast- | of perfect indifference. The common con- 

; some localities be discussed extensively within ness and its ever-increasing wealthand strength, || venience then with reference to the wealth 
ne to these Halls. A question, sir, not entirely new || when I remember that westward the power || and population was the main consideration. 
this by any means, but brought forward now with | that is soon to control this mighty nation stead- || And yet, sir, the hundred years hence have 
rood more earnestness of purpose and a more seri- | ily advances, that thitherward the teeming || not yet expired, but lo! in that immeasurable 
ag ous determination of will than ever heretofore ; | millions who are destined to predominate in wilderness, then the abode only of savage men 
or in and the more correctly do I judge inthis, as it || molding our legislation are constantly tend- || and wild beasts, scarcely as yet pressed by 
ath seems to me, for the reason that throughout ing, I really am amazed that any man should the adventurous feet of scouts and pathfinders, 
in. vast portions of this country the people of all || cherish the belief that here ad infinitum is to || an empire has arisen immense in magnitude 
[ am ne ee themselves moved to the consider- || remain the metropolis of this mighty people. || and power, and there a life has been developed 
roper ation of the theme, and we, their constituents, || gir, the considerations that measurably con- || more vigorous and enterprising and more preg- 

cannot ignore that which is felt by the sover- |) trolled the location of the capital at its present || nant of future greatness and grandeur than 
ch, I eigns in their cities, villages, and farm houses || site are the same that are indulged now in || the world ever contemplated before. Could 
hoes to be of vast interest to themselves and to the || reference to its future location. I believe that || all this have been then foreseen we shoold 
se of cOUnEEY. > es _ || in the early days of our existence, when the || have had many strong utterances from these 
ines- [ enter upon the discussion of this subject || question of locating the seat of Government || men from which to quote, showing that as they 
ht it the more willingly for the reason not only that | was under discussion, neither Boston nor Hart- || were then located with reference to the common 
eof it meets my approval, but for the further rea- || ford, Charleston nor Savannah, were aspirants || convenience and the center of wealth and popu- 


son, sir, that he who holds with the great people 


| for the distinguished honor. 


lation they could not have thought otherwise 


And why, sir? 
Simply because these places were not conven- 


The of this country is not likely to be very far, at than that the future growth and expansion 


LER] least, from the line of public duty. ‘lhe peo- || jent!y located or at all central with regard to || would inevitably wield a controlling influence 
ch a ple, we have felt during the recent years of || the original thirteen States; but, on the con- || over this question. 


t the our eventful history, are generally right in 


trary, it was believed that some point on the Sir, it has been contended by some that this 





n the their instincts and judgments, and are a pretty || Susquehanna or Potomac would be more cen- || subject has now no vital qualities, for the rea- 
ate.” certain index of inevitable tendencies and des- || tral, and therefore more agreeable to the peo- || son that there is a constitutional diflicalty in 
t this tiny. What the enlightened public in this || ple’s sense of the fitness of things. A location the way. It will be remembered, however, that 
AsiON country approve we may generally venture to || nearly central in reference to the wealth and || in 1808 a bill was introduced for the removal 
ion talk about and proceed to execute. At all population of the country as it then existed || of the capital to Baltimore. Then the consti- 
16 to events, that which they do not approve or in- || was thought to be exceedingly desirable, and tutional objection was raised and debated. Mr. 
cline to sustain their Representatives would be || the present location was at that time sufficiently || John Quincy Adams, of Massachusetts, it ap- 
vest: wise to let alone. I reler, sir, to the removal || near the center of wealth and population, lying || pears did, with some others, consider the meas- 
slec- of the national capital. And it seems to me || principally then on the Atlantic slope from || ure as in the face of the Constitution, a clear 
the that T am not premature in introducing this || Maine to Georgia. | violation of its provisions. Others equally as 
at it subject, as the Committee on Appropriations || The capital could not remain at New York, reliable in construing that instrument were as 
seen may soon be called upon to consider some || because that would be too far north to meet || strongly of the opinion that no constitutional 
r, I matters touching the ereetion of public works || the wishes of the States further south. It could || difliculties were in the way of the removal of 
. in this city, which this question must in some || not go to Philadelphia, for if this was not still | the seat of Government; and the records of that 
F wise affect. It is well to know as early as pos- || too remote from the center it would be giving || period of our history clearly demonstrate that 
sible whether or not the people of this country, || such an advantage to the city of Brotherly Love || opinion greatly preponderated against the views 
a, by ‘he people who own this Governmert and this || as to arouse the jealousy and displeasure of the ,| of Mr. Adams. Mr, Jackson, of Georgia, at that 
the capital, who pay their money into the public || people of New York, and hence, after numerous || time went so far as to predict that in the distant 
bill coffers, desire any additional expenditures ap: || severe and exciting contests, itcame to its pres- || future it was inevitable. I shall quote some o} 
rep plied to the erection of expensive public build: || ent location. Members from Virginia con- || his utterances on that subject. He said: 
ates, igs In this city. || tended that a place as nearly central as could * The time would come, though he hoped to God 
ence If this city of Washington, upon the verge || be agreed upon was proper, and to them this || that neither his children nor his children’s children 


of the Government, is to be henceforth con- 
sidered as the permanently located seat of 


appeared to be on the Potomac. It was held | 


by gentlemen from Pennsylvania that a location |) 


would live to see it, when the population on this 
side of the Mississippi would pass that river, and the 
seat of Government would be translated toits banks. 
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But he said further that— 

‘* Centuries would, however, elapse before that 
period arrived,” 

And here again we are reminded by the words 
last quoted how utterly unconscious the great 
men of those times were of the astounding rap- 
idity with which those vast fields of the West, 
to them almost as yet unknown and inadequate- 
ly explored, should be developed, and in less 
than one hundred years a work has been accom- 
plished, a development secured which they 


contemplated either as chimerical or discov: | 


ered only in the dim distance of coming cen- 


turies, after that the records of their families | 


had perished and the last lingering lone one 
had gone to his final resting place. 

Again, sir, it will be remembered that at a 
later date, in 1814 I believe, upon the first 
assembling of Congress after A 
sacked and its public buildings were burned 
with alarge proportion of its private buildings, 
presenting & humiliating and disgraceful deso- 
lation, another attempt was made to remove 
the national capital, prompted in part, I have 
no doubt, by the fear which we have since most 


iis city was | 


painfully realized, that in case of foreign inva- | 


ion Or an attempt to possess it by a hostile 
force so peculiarly is the present location ex 
posed that it would cost an immense expend- 
iture of the nation’s strength to defend it. At 
that time the constitutional question was again 
elaborately discussed, and though the project 
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expense already incurred in the erection of 
public buildings and for the improvement of 
public grounds and works of art is only about 
thirty-eight million dollars, but a small fraction 
more than one tenth of the present annual 
receipts of the Treasury of the United States. 
A little more than the people pay into the 
national ‘l'reasury in one month has constructed 
all these magnificent public works. 

‘The Government owns here now five hun- 
dred and seventy-eight acres of land, and it 
would be an extravagant estimate to place its 
value at $1,000,000. Now, admit that the pub- 
lic buildings are worth one half more than they 
have cost in the first place,we shall then have 
the sum of $58,000,000 as the estimated value 
of public property owned by the Government 
in this city, which is less than the income of 
two months of the fiscal year closing with the 
Now, if all these public 


| buildings and grounds should be wholly aban- 


doned or given tothe city to make such dis- 
posal of them as the inhabitants thereof might 
see fit, it would after all be but a small con- 
sideration for such a people as we have in this 
country. ‘The libraries and works of art, the 
archives, papers, furniture, and other movable 


| property, could be transferred at a trifling ex- 


| pense. 


But, sir, the materials of which these 


| buildings are constructed can be taken down 


then failed by a vote of 83 to 74, yet the opin- | 


:on that no constitutional difficulties or objec- 
tions existed again greatly preponderated, and 
some of the most able lawyers in that assembly 
strenuously contended that the fifth section of 
article one expressly admits and regulates the 
power of removal. 

Again, sir, in 1846 the city of Alexandria 
memorialized the Virginia Legislature in order 
to secure its consent to the retrocession of that 
portion of the District of Columbia which had 
een ceded by that State to the General Gov- 
ernment. ‘This proposition that Legislature 
ut onee acceded to 
accordingly during that same year a bill tothat 
eflect was passed by the House of Representa- 


y a unanimous vote, and | 


‘ives afier a protracted and animated discus- | 


sion, during which the constitutional objection 
was scarcely alluded to or regarded. But in 
the Senate, on the contrary, that feature of the 
question was really the point upon which the 
debate mainly turned. 
the mostconsiderable minds who had ever helda 
place in that honorable body declared thataftera 
most careful examination of the subject they 
were clear in the opinion that there were no pro- 
visionsagreed upon at the time of the establish- 


ment of the seat of Government, and when the | 


cession of certain territory was made for that 


purpose, that denies the power to Congress to | 


retrocede any or all of that territory at its 
pleasure, and asserted and maintained that the 
right to remove the capital was incontestible. 
And, sir, it seems to me if we can regard 
any question which has been in dispute as defi- 
nitely determined this may be so held and con- 
sidered. And there remains, therefore, this 


feature alone for discussion, namely, that of | 


expediency. Do any great national interests 
demand the removal, or are there any real, 
substantial national interests demanding that 


this city shall through all coming time con- | 


tinue to be the seat of Government? I know 
of no interest that appeals in behalf of the pres- 
ent location being continued as the permanent 
seat of Government more potently than the 
expense and temporary inconvenience attend- 
ing the removal. This is a matter to be con- 
sidered by the tax-payers of the country. If 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
} 
} 


incurring this expense should be absolutely | 


repulsive to their feelings, then I imagine it 
will not be incurred. If on the contrary they 
say move, the matter of expense is inconsider- 


able when we look at the immense resources || 


from which the means necessary for carrying 
out the project is derived. 


Here, again, some of | 


and transported and used again to good ac- 
count in the construction of new, more ele- 
gant, and more commodious structures, thereby 
very materially diminishing the sum of expend- 
itures. The consideration of expense is so 


_small,when we consider the immense present 








} 





I believe the entire |! 


and prospective wealth from which it is to be 
drawn, that | deem it entirely unnecessary to 
elaborate that consideration. It seems to me 
that no one can find in this an insurmountable 
argument against the project. What further 
reasons, then, can be given why the capital 
should remain here? 

I am of the opinion, Mr. Speaker, that the 
fancy has much influence over this question. 
Whoever visits this city and views its magnifi- 
cent public buildings, whoever walks through 


| the portals of this grand edifice, counts its splen- 


did co&imns, or ascends its lofty Dome feels 
proud of hiscountry’s greatness. When he visits 
the different Departments and contemplates the 
immensity of the work that is annually done 
here in the interests of the people, and the 
order and convenience that everywhere pre- 
vail, a sort of reverential awe as well as admi- 
ration, a sort of sacred regard steals upon 
his thoughts, and he feels that it would be too 
bad to mar all this beauty: that none but ruth- 
less hands could venture to displace these mas- 
sive columns and demolish that magnificent 
Dome. 

It would be revolting to the mind, I admit, 
sir, if it were not in contemplation to have 
these all spring forth again into a new and 
more glorious life, to gladden the eyes of the 
American people and more completely com- 
mand and attract their admiration. One nat- 
urally dislikes to pull down the house in which 
he has lived and seen many happy and pros- 
perous days; but when once it is done, and the 
old rubbish is cleared away and the new edifice 
stands forth in its handsome proportions a thing 
of beauty, convenience, and comfort, and the 
debts are all paid, the mind, satisfied and at 
rest, no longer grieves over the old demolished 
structure, formerly so much admired as the 
only home that sheltered it. So it would 
eventuate in the consummation of the project 
we are now discussing. 

But there is still something else that appeals 
to our sensibilities and works upon the imagin- 
ations of some favorable to retaining the capi- 
tal in its present location. I refer to the 
associations that cluster about this city and 


_ contiguous localities ; and these feelings, per- 


haps, in the estimation of some, we outrage 
to-day when we venture to mention that such 
a scheme as that which we advocate has the 
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slightest a of success. Here [ know 
the giants of this land for seventy years hav, 
met in solemn council and 


have 


engaged in high 


_ debate upon the loftiest themes that ever ;, 


| spired the tongue of eloquence. 


Here, 1 
. 7 cre, Men 
of as sublime characters and lordly intel|c.: 


/as ever graced the Roman forum’ haye cor 
| tributed to throw around this Capito! an 7 
| and reverence which must command resye. 
| though the very spot in which their noblene.. 





enema nda 


| was displayed should be remanded back jy), 


its native wildness. 

In this vicinity lie buried dead heroes w} 
have shed luster upon their country’s nano. 
and whose memories the people delight ;, 
honor; and not far distant was buried th»; 
purest of patriots, whose name is a talisma), 
in every land where liberty is loved, and who 
is justly styled the Father of his Country, any 
his grave is among us to this day; and we are 
asked how can we abandon a spot so sacred +, 
the American people. And isit not extremely 
befitting that the great city of our pride ani 
beauty should be nearthat consecrated ground ? 
As worthless really as these considerations are. 
I feel that they are to have their influence j), 
deciding this question. 

But let us look at them for a moment. Tha: 
we may retain all the sacred memories of the 
past it is not necessary that we should abide 
by the tombs of dead patriots, heroes, ani 
statesmen ; and we have in this country had 
significant proof of the truth of this declar. 
ation. In sections most remote from thes» 
consecrated localities, about which itis claimed 
that memory clings with such devotion an: 
sacred regard, the remembrance of our gres 
benefactors has been ever devoutly cherished. 
On the distant lakes, and along our western 
rivers, and in obscure hamlets their names ar» 
as familiar and as fondly lisped as among the 
inhabitants who live hard by the spots whe: 
their honored remains now repose; ani 
principles which were dear to them while livin. 
and the advocacy and defense of which ma 
them endeared at home and renowned abrou 
are, if possibie, more deeply imbedded in t! 
hearts of the people throughout all those dis 
tant regions. Not long since these regions 
round about, so sacred to memory aud so dea: 
to patriotic heroes, were filled with traitors 
in league with traitors to overthrow the gran( 
fabric of free government which our dead patri 
ots had reared by their unselfish toil; and 
though born and bred near the tomb of Wasi 
ington they clutched fiendishly.at the throat of 
the nation, and were never more delighted tha: 
when they were trailing its ensign in the dust. 

To rescue this capital and all that was sacre: 
in these historic places from worse than vanda. 
hands—from rebellious men who had aposta 
tized from the faith oftheir fathers, and who upon 
the ruins of free government struggled to erect 
another whose corner-stone should be that ot 
human slavery—hither the people rushed from 
the East, and from the North, and from the 
West; and animated by that same sublime devo- 
tion to justice and liberty which had ever an! 
mated their honored dead, saved these places. 
the sacredness of which are now constant'y 
paraded before us, from eternal disgrace. 

Away then, I say, with an argument so flimsy 
and worthless ; but ifit is insisted upon, I might 
as a set-off mention that in the regions wes! 
of the mountains also rest the honored remains 
of great ones whose names pale not amid the 
splendor of the greatest lights that have ever 
adorned the pages of American history; an‘ 
especially in my own honored State there re 
poses to-day all that was mortal of one abou! 
whose name memory clings as fondly as tha' 
of the Father of his Country, und about tho’ 
spot, henceforth and forever consecrated, sia: 
gather generations yet unborn from every s¢° 
tion of this great nation to honor the name ©! 
Abraham Lincoln. , 

But, Mr. Speaker, I must now pass to notice 
some of the indications which seem to justi!y 
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the removal of the 


‘ I: and this I shall he ( ompelled 


ont 


=} 
oT vieW 


‘briefly and imperfectly, from the 
he shortness of my time andthe 
that surround me. 


circumstances 


se reasons I have already hinted at 
vious remarks. In my estimation, 
blush it will appear to any unpreju- 
ind that the very fitness of things 
adoption of this measure ; and, 

:y humble opinion, the uneasiness and 


ss that grow out of this want of pro- 
convenience, and fitness will never 
» public mind to rest till this thing is 
nplished. Whoever. looks upon the m: Lp 
timates the geogr: apl hy of this comptes | 
mye lled to re ralize » aE. he | be not controlled b 
idice, as it seems to me, that 
yvernment isin the wrong locality. Whoever 
es his way hither from the fertile and flour- 
jing regions beyond the mountain 18, whose 
rces are limitless, more deeply impressed 
h their boundless superiority, cherishes the 
ne sternc onvictions. 
sir, that time will not allow me to 
particular and special reasons 
ch exist in my mind and in the minds of 
people in my section. I might mention 
immense saving of expense incurred by 
Government officials and paid by 
consequence of the inconvenience arising 
m the location of the seat of Government at 
| point so remote from the center of territory, 
Ith, and popul: ation. | might refer to the 
ry ag oe extravagance attendant upon living 
r temporarily sojourning in this city, arising 
i part from the fact that it is panne so incon- 
niently to the markets of the st produet- 
the country and Rascals by 
territory proverbial for the barrenness of its 
|. I might mention the fact that the loca- 
n is not only remote from the center, but 
t can never become a representative 
in this country which the people 
fut ire contemplate with pride and satis- 
ion, nor whic h shall eve r impress the visitor 
in foreign shores with adequate conceptions 
greatness of our people. 
[ might further refer to the idea that as 
Ct apital of this country, wherever it may 
the estimation of those who 
ve ehe mently oppose its removal would tend 
ly to deve lop regions contiguous and pro- 
e the interests of the inhabitants thereof, 
t soul certainly be wise to locate where this 
nterest and benefit could be shared most fully 
y the largest possible number of those whose 
earnings contribute to the wealth of the coun- 
try. But, sir, upon these and other similar 
reasons I cannot delay. I will pass to refer to 
the present and future greatness of the incom- 
parable valley of the West and see what legiti- 
mate conclusions can be drawn from such a 
consideration, and if upon the mere present- 
ation of this fe nage of the controversy there 
not appear a beautiful consistency in 
eating the st il capital where it will be 





: 
the seat of 


1 0 
| regret, 


lwell upon 


the people 


regions Ol 


we 


located, in 


uodes 


can in 


surrounded by awealth and power which after | 


a few more years shall be unsurpassed any- 
where in the civilized world. 
_ We have seen that within less than a hun- 
dred years a development has taken place 
wh Ses in the estimation of the sages of our 
epublic was not dreamed of when they were 
yiak the foundations of our greatness, and 
i hat regions which but yesterday were an un- 
broken wilderness are now rapidly becoming 
the center of power. Why, sir, it must be con- 
sed that there is no country upon our entire 
globe that equals it in its wonderful advantages, 
‘1d no country upon the green earth that prom- 


‘8 such unmeasured greatness and grandeur 
in ‘the future. 


Look for a moment at some of the signifi- 
cant facts in connection with the great valley 
of the Mississippi. ‘There is nothing like it in 
“ny Country upon any of the continents of this 
globe. Providence has favored it in the way 
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a soil h and fe rtile comp yarison, 
pays amplyt 
it has in addition an 


that Is tru 


almost every the toil 
ly wonderful in conven- 
nitude. ‘The entire sea-board 
is, | believe, about thirteen 
thousand miles in extent, while the Migsis- 
sippi, the majestic river that pours its 
mighty floods into the boundless deeps of ocean 
ther with its tributaries, presents 

ile, if we count the shores on 
either side, of thirty thousand miles in exte nt. 
The trade and commerce upon these waters is 
absolutely immense; its magnitude startles the 
imagination. 

In 1860, the entire foreign commerce of the 
United States was $760,000,000 ; while in 1865 
the trade of nine cities on the Mississippi and 
Ohio rivers amounted to $747,000,000. The 
annual commerce of the Mississippi valley is 
now estimated to be not less than $2,000,000,- 
000. And in this estimate we make no account 
of the immense commerce of the western and 
northern lakes, which bear away by a different 
route immense portions of the wealth of those 
fertile regions. As an evidence of the unpre- 
cedented growth and prosperity of that great 
valley the cash value of the farms of five of 


ience and mag 
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of this country 
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the western States, Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, 
ndiana, ant ‘isconsin, went up in the de- 
Ind 1 W t uy the d 


cade closing with 1860 from $671,000,000 to 
$1,738,.000,000, and the last decade will showa 
still more astonishing increase. In the same 
decade, while the population of the Atlantic 
slope increased only a little more than two mil- 
lions, that of the Mississippi advanced from 
9,813,009 to 15,000,000, and the ratio of in- 
crease during the last decade, no one can doubt, 
has been still more considerable ; and while 
reasoning from the we contemplate the 
increased developments of succeeding decades 
in wealth and population the mind is absolutely 


past 


bewildered. 


Nor is this all, sir. Shortly two additional 
magnificent railroads will be constructed join- 


| ing that wonderful valley with the Pacific 
slope, and shall open up the immensely pro- 


ductive regions still further west, as yet but 


which | 


Blessed with 


inland | 


sparsely peopled and only in the incipient | 


stages of development, which shall in a few 
short years absolutely quadruple the wealth 
and population of the great western basin. 
Nor is this all, sir. Manifest destiny points 
to the period, whether we are greatly desirous 
ot its approach or not, when there shall be 
witnessed vast accessions of territory to our 
already extended dominions. ‘The whole of 
the vast tracts that now lie north of our north- 
ern boundaries are, in my opinion, and that 
at a period by no means remote, destined to 
form integral portions of our great Republic, 
and southward we are ultimately to bear rule 
to the Isthmus of Panama, and to own event- 
ually the Antilles. These views, in my opin- 
ion, are not visionary. They press themselves 
upon the contemplation even unbidden as the 
legitimate sequence of what has so recently 
transpired in our eventful history, though I 
would not stir a hand to hasten the period, 
but would wait patiently till the fruit, ripening, 
drops into our lap, till the people who dwe i 
in those localities, attracted by our superior 
privileges under wise government, shall feel 
that their highest interest shall invite them to 
seek their happiness and more assured peace 
and prosperity under the flag that protects us 
and exalts human liberty. 

And these regions are to become more espe- 
cially identified in almost every substantial in- 
terest with the great Mississippi valley. When 
these events shall transpire, as assuredly they 
must in great part at least, if not completely, 
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memorial kept boarding-house in the ci ty of 
Washington, who will not be sensible enough to 
see and admit that the idea of retain ie the 
capital in this city, lifeless only as it is vitalized 
by the presence of Government oflicials and 
employés and vast public business here 
transacted and the many millions of the people’ 
money here annually « xpended, is pre posterous 
and absurd—so preposterous and absurd, sir, 
it seems to me, as to preclude the necessity of 
argument? 
lhe location of the national capital some- 
where in the center of such vast unmeasured 
wealth and power, keptand guarded by a popu- 
lation, judging from the past, that shs all abound 
in patriotic devotion and shall ever fondly cher 
ish the principles of human freedom, would 
be exceedingly becoming. Here, secure from 
alarm, amid the most furious storms of war 
“ee may possibly in the future beat upon our 
borders, future generations would contemplate 
it with infinitely increased satisfaction and 
pride. I have, Mr. Speaker, thus in a very 
cursory manner only hinted at some of the 
considerations that are of weight in this con- 
troversy. Il have consulted with no man as to 
the most appropriate line of argument to be 
adopted in this discussion. In the subject | 
have really no individual personal interests ; 
nor are there any special personal interests of 
mine, that I know of, that are likely to be 
affected by this question in the future. 

I know that I but feebly represent the feel- 
ing which has had a lodgment in the hearts of 
the people of my section of the western coun 
try ever since their minds have been open toa 
proper conception of the future greatne 
that valley, how already the most noticeable 
region in the entire civilized world. I how 
ever scarcely indulge the hope that this matter 
= be settled during the continuance of the 

cade now just entered upon, as local inter 
est m: Ly P erhaps exercise influences sufficiently 
potent to delay the enterprise; but those - 
fluences can never defeat it. In the mean 
time [ apprehend that its friends will unyield- 
ingly oppose any and all appropriations look- 
ing to the erection of additional public build- 
ings upon the present site, and will unceas- 
ingly continue the agitation of the subject, 
prompted by considerations of national in- 
terest alone, till victory shall crown our en- 
deavors. 

The notion is fondly cherished by those we 
affect to laugh at this scheme that it can never 
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| be accomplished for the reason that its friends 


shall there be found any rational living human | 


being, except it may be some venerable old | 


maiden lady or widow who has from time im- |! considerations of great 


must inevitably fall out by the way, and never 
come to an agreement upon another location. 
I am, however, ready to assure them that no 
comfort can be legitimately derived from such 
a source, as personal considerations are im- 


| measurably overtopped by the higher consider- 


ations of great national interest, and in my 
opinion, when the question of a site is the only 
one under consideration, it will amicably and 
speedily reach a settlement, and with less agi 
tation and strife, and with less of bargain and 
sale than was unquestionably connected with 
the settlement of the capital in its present loca- 
tion. For one, sir, I can say that there are 
several localities upon the banks of the Missis- 
sippi that would be perfectly satisfactory to 
myself, and upon some one of these I suppose 
a yast majority of the friends of the movement 
could readily agree, and especially when they 
a that they must choose between some 
one of these and the present site. 
Sir, with no narrow sectional feelings have 
[ ventured to enter upon the discussion of this 
important subject ; nor could I relish the theme 
at all if Lhad any the least apprehension that 
its success would prove disastrous to any par 
ticular section of our country, without the 


assurance that the beneficent results to the 
whole people would immeasurably prepon- 
de trate over auy local damage that iInay be 
sustained. All minor interest must yield to 


public interests, and 
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{ 
here under this the people’s Government we | 
are not to legislate in the interest of the few | 
merely, but of the many. So shall we rebuild 
the waste places, and so shall we witness a 
future development more sublime by far than 
ihe world ever contemplated before. 

Mr. Speaker, my time having well-nigh ex- 
dired, a portion of which I desired to divide 
with another gentleman on this floor, I shall 
here close my remarks upon this subject and | 
leave for the present the further discussion of 
it to others more able than myself, uttering, 
however, before I take my seat, the profound 
conviction that as sure as God lives and pros- 
perity shall attend us the power of empire | 
advancing westward, the seat of empire must | 
oO with it. 


THE FINANCES-——NEEDFUL REFORMS. 

Mr. KERR. 
party, since its acquisition of power, has by its 
bad faith and by its bungling and illogical policy 
cost the people of this country untold and incal- 
culable millions of dollars besides the vast sums 
indicated by the balance-sheets of the Treasury | 
from year to year. It has not comprehended 
the true relations of the Government to the 
people nor regarded its most sacred obligations | 
toward either. It has legislated in a spirit of 
levity and indifference, or of selfishness and 
injustice, or of sectionalism and malignity ; it 
has established instability and uncertainty in 
all the great and vital interests of business in 
the country; it has demonetized gold and sil- 
ver, the true constitutional currency, and has | 
thus compelled the citizens engaged in all kinds | 
of business, trade, and commerce to embark 
upon a sea so full of tides and storms as that 
frequent shipwrecks are inevitable, and dan- 
gerous and most expensive fluctuations in the | 
true relations of values are of almost daily 
recurrence, 

by these means, and by its onerous, unequal, 
partial, and unjust systems of taxation by tariffs 
and internal revenues, it has very nearly de- 
stroyed our tonnage and commerce upon the 
ocean, and rendered impossible successtul com- | 
petition in the markets of the world by the sta- 
ples and products of our country. The laws 
of healthful international commerce require 
the exchange of product for product; but this 
law cannot be obeyed in our intercourse with | 
foreign nations, because our vicious currency, 
swindling tariffs, and onerous taxation at home 
have so increased the cost of production, and | 
burdened labor, and encouraged speculation | 
and monopolies, and unsettled prices, that for- 
eign nations under better conditions and wiser 
laws in these vital respects can produce cheaper | 
than we can, and can therefore undersell us | 
and gather the rich treasures and profits of 
healthful and successful commerce. Thus the | 
boundless capacities and resources of our coun- 
try and the wonderful energy, recuperative 
power, and intelligent enterprise of our people 
are left undeveloped, or are crippled, over- 
taxed, and discouraged. Hence it is that labor 
is everywhere discontented, its efliciency is im- 
paired, and it is making earnest search for some 
means of relief, but generally without success, 
because it seems notclearly to comprehend the 
causes of its distress. It does not realize that 
its chief enemy is the oppressive policy of 
radicalism. 

It is for the same reason that ever since the 
country has been governed by its present rulers 
our imports have exceeded in value ourexports 
annually by hundreds of millions ofdollars. The 
balance of trade has been constantly and most 
injuriously against us, and to supply our lack 
of sufficient amounts of legitimate products to 
meet that balance we have been compelled to 
export specie and bullion to the amount of over 
sixty million dollars annually, thus sending 
abroad the vital currents which will most en- 
rich other nations and impoverish us, and with- 
out which our restoration to that full measure 
of national prosperity, development, and hap- 





piness to which we are entitled, and which 
under Democratic auspices our country en- 
joyed, is simply impossible. 

It is additionally true, and for the same rea- 
son, that in order still further to supply that 
balance our people have sent abroad in public 


| securities, Federal, State, and corporate, nearly 
| fifteen hundred million dollars, on which the 











annual interest at six percent. is $90,000,000. 
With these burdens to bear and no reasonable 
hope for early relief, is it strange that the peo- 
ple are oppressed and ery aloud for help? Is 
it not stranger still that they so patiently sub- 
mit and struggle on against such adverse influ- 
ences, and do not turn upon their unwise or 
unfaithful rulers and hurl them from power? 
The truth is, and the people should appreciate 


it, that the policy of the Republican party, so 


, | far as it affects the business, the finances, and 
‘ > 
Mr. Speaker, the Republican |, 


the commerce of the country, is in most vital 
—— intrinsically immoral and dishonest, 
and its existence and enforcement have done 
more to corrupt the public morals and check 
the progress of true development and civiliza- 
tion than all other causes combined during the 
lastdecade. It has thus inflicted wounds upon 
the country from which it cannot hope fully to 
recover for many years, even after the party 
who now wields our destinies and trifles with 
our most sacred rights and interests have been 
succeeded by wiser and better rulers. 

Mr. Speaker, I propose, under a sense of 
public duty, to consider a few of the great 
questions which have at all times for several 
years demanded the most patient and profound 
attention of Congress. But that demand was 
never more impressive than it is to-day. It 
comes now from the people staggering under 
heavy burdens and invoking aid against im- 
pending disaster. It is a universal popular 
prayer for reforms ; honest, rational, effective 
reforms, based upon intelligent principles of 
true public policy and administration, estab- 
lished in the interests of all the people, not of 
the few, of the rich, of money, of individual 
and corporate monopolies, but of all. The 
people are rapidly coming to believe that the 
Government in its practical administration is 
partial, unjust, unequal toward classes and sec- 
tions; that it has favorites, and serves them at 
the expense of the people; that it legislates to 
promote certain selfish interests of the owners 
of the vast aggregated wealth of the country, 
and is controlled by them; and that it no 
longer cherishes any sincere sympathy with 
the toiling millions of our country. These 
opinions are justified by existing conditions, 
laws, and policy, and by the conduct of present 
rulers. 

Yet the public situation, deplorable as it is, 
is not irremediable. If true statesmanship 
presided in the councils of the nation and di- 
rected ‘public affairs, intelligent, effective, and 
certain remedies would be speedily adopted 
and inaugurated. ‘Then, as time proceeded 
and the wiser and better policy became estab- 
lished, the people’s burdens would grow lighter, 
prosperity revive, production multiply, com- 
merce flourish again, wealth increase every- 
where, labor rejoice, and the public revenues 
be generous and ample, and the public faith 
yreserved. But when in the midst of popu- 
Loe suffering and of universal stringency and 
depression the Chief Magistrate and his Cab- 
inet can perceive no necessity for great, rad- 
ical, and immediate reforms, and only recom- 
mend stubborn persistence in existing policy 
and conditions, and chiefly advise a gradual 
contraction of the currency and speedy return 
to specie payments, it is vain to expect any 
effective relief. It may be promised, but will 
not be realized. They seem to have embraced 
the delusion that the mere monetary policy of 
the Government is an isolated and independ- 
ent part of its machinery, not complicated and 
interlaced with all the other parts, and that a 
remedy may be secured through it alone, as 
if when the whole body is diseased the anti- 
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dote may be effectually applied to 
limb. 

Mr. Speaker, I make no quarrel with {1 
Administration because it desires Féeem. 
tion of specie payments. In the restoratic, 
of a sound currency, the currency which | 
given us the greatest happiness and pro 
in the past, the currency so long and suco, 
fully maintained by the Democratic party, r 
currency of international commerce, ¢/ r 
world, and of civilization, I recognize ono ,. 
the supreme objects of just public convo 
But to seek even so great a good in ways that 
are inefficient and illogical, and only portend 
continued failure and disaster, is just cay, 
for the severest criticism. Resumption should 
not be delayed a month beyond the period 
when it shall have become practicable withoy: . 
dangerous and injurious shock to the prose. 
ity and business of the country. It is a gre. 
end, which should be approached not hastij, 
and empirically, but with a full appreciatis, 
of the necessary conditions-precedent to jr 
safe and successful scoomplishment. It is not 
now practicable. There is no royal road ; 
resumption. It cannot be accomplished }y 
any mere act or device of legislation. \) 
congressional declaration or official sleigl,. 
of-hand can reéstablish it. It can only resy) 
from a general condition of the country. Tha 
condition must be the growth of time and tho 
offspring of many concurrent reforms in oy; 
domestic and foreign policy. These reforms 
should be thorough, impartial, and compre 
hensive, and should be honestly inaugurated 
at the earliest possible time, and then co 
sistently maintained until their ripened frui:, 
shall have brought relief and prosperity to t). 
people. 

In any attempt to indicate in what the 
should consist it will be impossible to do more 
than briefly to statethem. I therefore proces 
somewhat in detail to do so as they commen: 
themselves to my judgment. First, and chi 
among the needful reforms now demanded 1) 
relieve the people and reéstablish the pros 
perity of the country is a reduction of tax. 
ation, of the direct and excessive burdens wu; 
industry, labor, and general capital, which are 
contributed annually to support the Gover 
ment; and also of those incidental, delusive. 
unseen, and too often unappreciated taxes. 
imposts, excises and duties which arise ov! 
of our abitrary and unjust systems of tarills, 
and no part of which ever reaches the Treas- 
ury of the United States, and the amount of 
which no man can estimate, but which it is 
safe to assume exceeds many times the vast 
sums actually paid to the Government. The 
productive capacities and energies of the peo 
ple must be relieved speedily. The extreme 
excess of the exactions to which they are now 
subjected is sufficient to discourage and dis: 
hearten them. ‘These exactions fatally crip 
ple production, aggravate prices, diminish com 
merce, and interfere with the essential welfare 
of mankind. 

The average annual sums withdrawn from the 
earnings or property of the people for the sup 
port of the I’ederal Government during the las! 
three fiscal years, reduced to currency value, 
amount to $474,000,000. Add to this vast 
sum the annual taxation for the support © 
State, county, city, and town governments, the 
amount of which there is unfortunately 10 
means of exactly ascertaining, but whic! 
throughout the country it is entirely sate ' 
assume averages two per cent. on the assess’ 
value of all property, and the burden becom: 
so excessive and unparalleled that if continuc® 
it cannot fail, with the aid of a vicious cur 
rency, to retard our progress and impover'*' 
our people. Even our youthful vigor, bow" 
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ing energies, and mighty recuperative pow 
as a nation cannot save us from the blightin: 
| curse of such exhausting taxation. 
any civilized people on the earth are annua 
stripped of so large a percentage of their gros 
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ngs for the support o f their Government 


ka itizens of this country. 
Ith ean only be multiplied by produc- 
It can never be honestly legislated into 
sence ; butit cannot be successfully multi- 
‘ad while compelled to bear such crushing 
rdens. The false policy of immediate or 
edy payme nt of the public debt should be 
\andoned. It can only be prosecuted in the 
nidst of spasmodic and extravs agant efforts, 
e unjust to the present and the future, to 
he people and to capital. An immediate and 
. reduction of taxation will infinitely better 
v6 * yp the resources and promote the solvency 
the country than a present rapid reduction 
‘the public debt. The annual and necessary 
~ adi tures of the Government should be 
juced by many millions by practicable re- 
-hment and economy. Under wiser laws 
. revenues might be much more cheaply col- 
ted. Extravagant and useless expenditures 


Weal 


requ 


tren 


i unnecessary Offices should be at once dis- || 
Good faith, that cardinal virtue so || 


ntinued. 
tle practiced in the political policy of the 
tepublican party, demands an honest reduc- 


n of the expenses of the Government—not | 


empty promises alone. 
here should be an early and thorough re- 
vision of the internal revenue laws. Many of 
th ( ir impositions are useless because substan- 
lly unproductive of revenue, and offensive 
ol unpopular because in their character in- 
isitorial ; and highly injurious, because they 
aggravate general prices very much in excess 
what they produce in revenue. The realiza 
tion of can revenues by no means requires 
high rates of taxation. Moderate and reason- 
ible rates, prudently adjusted to the capacities 
of production, generally yield more liberal rev- 
There is conclusive evidence of this 
rreat truth in many of our experiences. The 
vhisky duty of two dollars per gallon produced 
in the fiscal year 1868 only $13,000,000; but 
in 1869 the lower duty of fifty cents per gallon 
produced $31,000,000. The reduced rates of 
postage have generally produced in a short 
time increased revenues to the Department. 


enues. 





The same results have attended successive | 


eductions in the rates for telegraphing. The 
history of our tariffs prior to the war supplies 

imerous and impressive examples of the same 

ruth. The uniformity of these results dis- 
loses a great principle—that high rates of tax- 
ation defeat their own objects, while moderate 
rates, judiciously imposed, encourage industry, 
greater production, increased wealth, greater 


generousand ample revenues. Let this rule be 
applied in the recasting of our excise law. We 

‘an thus cheapen ¢ ollection, reduce the tempta- 

ions to evasion and fraud, and not reduce the 

amount of taxes realized below what the Gov- 
ernment needs, with areasonable surplus to be 
applied in reduction of the debt, and yet very 
materis ully mitigate the cost of production, re- 
lieve labor and prices, and promote general 
prosperity and content. Besides, the taxes 
should be so distributed as to bear most lightly 

pon labor, the products of agriculture, the 
saries of life, and the costs of travel, 
transportation, and knowledge. 

hat these important principles are wholly 
disregarded in the existing laws requires no 
serious argument to establish. The daily ex- 
perience and observation of all intelligent citi- 
zens engaged in the ordinary pursuits of the 
country attest it. The law is now in many im- 
portant respects vexatious, expensive, oppress- 
ive, and unequal. U pon some forms of pro- 
duction: ind industry it isabsolutely prohibitory, 
and annus illy causes the loss of immense values. 

t dise ‘riminates very disgracefully and unjustly 
in favor of large dealers or manufacturers and 
large wealth and powe -rful combinations, 
and against small dealers, the poor and weak, 
‘he common people. 


neces 


‘ 
( 


ility to pay, and thus very soon secure more | 


It thus in many of the | 


ndustrie s of the country directly discourages | 


: latter classes and favors the strong and 
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powe rf ul, the Cc unning , and unscrupt ilous. 


bitt 


farmers, mechanics, and manufacturers in the 
West, bears constant testimony to this truth. 
Che boasted equality of republicanism long 


ago degenerated into the bolde 
class legislation. Instead of equal laws and 
equal burdens to all, they have given protec- 
tion, power, and plunder to the rich, the mo- 


st and basest otf 


| nopolists, the favorites, and indifference, heavy 


loads, and poverty to the people. In all this 
there must be reform before there can be gen- 
eral prosperity. 

But we need other reforms, and chiefly and 
most imperatively in that vicious system of tax- 
ation based upon fraud, deception, favoritism, 
aud false economy called a By its 
steady increase during the last ten years it 
become a source of incalculable 
people ; and it is now a grinding, sti 1p nd 
swindle upon the country, robbing the poor, 
the laborers, the consumers, in order to make 
princely fortunes for the rich; discriminating 
against agriculture in orderto build up power 
ful and wealthy mouopolies in _the various 
modes of mechanical production ; compelling 


> 


the whole country to pay enormous tribute to 


tar iff, 
has 
to the 


ioss 


ous 


the iron and coal mongers of the Mast, thus 
adding, together with other excesses of the 


tariff and excise taxes, nearly fifty per cent. 
to the cost of steamboats, ships, and railroads, 
and the general manufactured products of iron 
and steel, all of which must ultimately be 
borne by the people in increased prices, 


| freights, and rates of travel; so that nearly all 


the just profits of agricultural and many 
other pursuits are absorbed in the excessive 
cost of transportation, and all our domestic 
commerce is over- burdened, its legitimate earn- 


| ings to the people are cruelly and dishonestly 
reduced, and its chief profits are gathered into 


the coffers of the powerful corporations. 

The great duty of the Government to adjust 
tariff taxation with reference chiefly to the 
collection of reasonable revenue is wholly 
The people are now compelled to 
pay the enormous tax of not less than jifty per 
cent. on an average on all dutiable imports. 
During the lust four fiscal years the average 
annual revenue from customs was $174, 981,345 
in gold, and yet the cost to the people caused 
by the tariff system is simply incalculable, but 


| is certainly many times as great us the amount 


actually collected. The duties on hundreds of 
imports are absolutely prohibitory and exclude 
them entirely from the country, making the 

monopoly complete. The duty on salt is over 
one hundred and fiftu per cent., although that 


is an article of universal and indispensable | 


consumption. The duties on the various arti- 
cles which constitute the clothing of the peo- 
ple is equal to an average of at least one third 
of their cost. Yet the revenues derived from 
this enormous taxation bear no just relation 
whatever to the amount exacted from the peo- 
ple. It is fairly estimated that the duty on 
imported lumber 
$30,000,000, but the Treasury only col- 
lected therefrom $666,140. 

The duty on pig-iron is nine dollars per ton, 
and the product in the country is at a low esti- 
mate fifteen hundred thousand tons, and the 
duty would therefore be $14,500,000, but the 
Treasury received only $1,025,909. 
taxes paid by the people on account of the 


| duty on bar-iron are not less than $20,000,000, 


| pay at 


but the Government collected in revenue only | 


$1,204,704. So on railroad iron: the people 
least $14,000,000 on account of the 
tariff, but the Government received last year 
only $1,641,878. But I must not further par- 
ticularize. Who gets the balance of these 
taxes? -_ e people do not. The laborers do 
not. The consumers do not. None of these 
profit oe fo to any material extent. On the 
contrary, they are all injured, swindled, out- 
raged by them, and are thereby compelled to 
pay enormously increased prices for all they 
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alone cost the people last | 


The tariff | 


~e 

~J 
« 
oe 


eat, drink, wear, or enjoy ; 


but the rich, the 
monopolists, the ** ring ; 


masters of the coun- 
try, reap unjust profits and immense incomes. 
or example, the Onondaga Salt Comp any, 
consisting of about thirty men, with a ec: apit . 
of $160, v00, in five or six years have distri 
uted in dividends about four million five ao 
dred thousand dollars, and had a surplus of 
near half a million left. Such facts are more 
eloquent than any words! canemploy. Laws 


and policy which bear such results merely 
le sallee robbery. Ancient Sparta permitted 
thett, and only punished the unskillful thief 


for being caught at it. The willful protection- 
ists of to-day ought to be punished on this 
principle, if on no higher. 
hose who clamor for protection constitute 
buta small portion of the people of the country. 
Their interests should command no more of 
the favor or solicitude of the Government than 
those of the people generally. It is estimated 
that the total aggregate products of all the in- 
dustries of the country last year amounted to 
$6,500,000,000. More than one half of all that 
was the result of agriculture. Only $250,000,- 
000, less than four per cent. of the whole, con- 
sisted of the total products of iron, woolens, 
| and cottons. In the production of the latter 
a:nount a little over three hundred thousand 
persons were engaged, while over twelve mil- 
lion five hundred thousand were engaged in the 
production of the other values. Yet nearly all 
our iniquitous tariff lawsand duties are inspired, 
begotten, and imposed in the interest of this 
small number and in a spirit of cruel injustice 
and enmity against all the others. To guar- 
| anty undue, unnatural, and excessive profits 
| to these Jew, the many, the great body of the 
people, are compelled to pay their full propor- 
tion of all public burdens, and at the same 
time to pay incalculable millions as tribute for 
the benefit of the few. ‘To serve the latter 
they have been shorn of their sacred rights of 
freedom of exchange and to enjoy the inesti- 
mable advantages of fair competition, of honest 
| prices, and equal laws. 

If tariffs must exist, the people are entitled 
by the clearest principles of personal liberty 
to demand that they shall be so adjusted as to 
cripple production as little as possible, because 
it is only by the most successful and abundant 
production that the needful resources from 
| which taxes can be paid may be derived. As 
a general principle, therefore, imposts should 
be chiefly c harge -d against imported articles of 
luxury and such other articles of commerce as 
| cannot be produced at allin our country. Such 
| duties never fail to produce the greatest amount 
of revenue with the least material effect on gen- 
eral prices, the most inconsiderable loss to the 
people, and the least injury to domestic produc- 
tion. But all these principles are shamefully 
violated by the present laws. 

Mr. Speaker, this system must be reformed. 
The great West must in thunder tones demand 
it, or consent to be impoverished and degraded. 
The tariff must be readjusted, greatly reduced, 
and so imposed as to produce the revenue 
needed and no more, with such reference to mere 
| protection as may be reasonably incidental to 
the amount of revenue demanded. The rules 
and principles to which I referred in speaking 
of our internal taxation should be observed in 
the adjustment of tariff duties, and will not 
fail to produce the most beneficial results. 
When this great reform is accomplished, then 
the more prosperous, happy, and glorious days 
of our country will begin to dawn upon us 
again; the just rewards of labor, of agricul- 
ture, and of the mechanic arts, will be more 
fully enjoyed by the people ; the cost of living, 
of produc ‘tion, and of government, will by 
due oh ; the great and beneficent law « 
petition, both in domestic and inter: 
production, will be revitalized and will « 
boundless blessings upon the peop 
strangled and dying commerce, tra 
our country will sper dily rev 
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regain its wonted extent, vigor, and competi- 
tive power; and then theequilibrium of inter- 
national commerce may be restored, the bal- 
ance of trade be transferred to us, as it was 
before the late war and the rule of Radicalism, 
the currents of the precious metals be turned 
toward us, and then our greenbacks wil! more 
speedily appreciate, gold and silver will return 
to and accumulate in our country, the rates of 
interest will decline, the profits of massed cap- 
ital become more reasonable and legitimate, 
and resumption of specie payments will be 
practicable, natural, and unavoidable. 

But there is another reform, the inaugura- 
tion of which could not fail to contribute very 
directly and effectively to the restoration of 
that general condition out of which resumption 
can arise. It is theabandonment of that abom- 
inable, cruel, and barbarous policy of perse- 
cution against the States lately in rebellion. 
The congressional system of reconstruction has 
proven to be productive chiefly of discontent, 
discord, and oppression ; of bad rulers in those 
States and bad government badly administered, 
with heavy burdens, excessive and unnecessary 
taxes, and depressed industry. The opposite 
policy of kindness, liberal government, and 
strict regard for the principles of civil liberty 
and the ConStitution of the United States 
would long since have given birth to new 


fidence, general content, and fraternal feelings ; 
and from these conditions would have arisen an 
infinitely more complete and beneficial recon- 


struction of the South, both political and ma- | 


terial. Its devastated fields and plantations 
would have been vastly more fully restored to 
fruitfulness; its towns and cities rebuilt and 


rendered prosperous; its labor element more | 


industrious, productive, and happy, and more 
wisely adjusted to their new relations ; its great 
staples of cotton, sugar, tobacco, and rice pro- 
duced in very much greater abundance ; its gain 
from the influx of immigration and capital from 
other States very greatly multiplied ; its great 


mineral wealth more extensively developed, | 
and its general prosperity and recuperation | 


more fully established. 
Out of the multiplied wealth resulting from 


these conditions the Government would have | 
received rich contributions to the revenues of | 


the country ; the burdens of the North would 


have been proportionately reduced, and the | 


incubus removed from general production. 


The capacity of the South to aid in the great | 


work of restoring the currency and the pros- 
perity of the whole country is not sufficiently 
appreciated. Prior to the war the staples of 
the South supplied the greatest part of the 
export commerce of the United States, and 
they contributed more than all other exports 
to maintain the balance of trade in our favor 
and to replenish our demands for the precious 
metals, to keep up the due proportion between 
the amounts of our specie and credit curren- 
cies. They can be made to do so in the future. 
The foilowing table is exceedingly significant 
and deserves careful consideration in connec- 
tion with my general remarks : 


Exports of domestic produce from the United States. 


Specie and 


, bt ia 
Years. bullion. Merchandise. Total. 
IS67....| $54,976,196 | $85,746,032 | $440,722,228 
1868... | —88°745,975 | 370,508,738 | §454/301,713 
1869.....| 42,915,966 | 371,038,619 | 413,954,615 


But the table which I next present is de- 
signed to illustrate the vast extent to which 
the whole country is interested in the pros- 
perity and productive capacities of the south- 
ern States. The estimates of exports from the 
ports of the South exclude Baltimore, except 
as to exports of cotton, rice, tobacco, and naval 
stores. The estimates include fifty per cent. 


of the tobacco shipped from northern ports, 
as at least that proportion of it was produced 
in the States lately in rebellion. 


ports. 
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Erports of products of States lately in rebellion. 


Specie and Merchandise | 


1 bullion from producedin | ie 
4 CAFS. outhern southern Total 
ports. States. | 
_ 
1867.00. $701,326 $223,821,987 | $224,523,313 
IS68...... 735,282 180,652,428 | 180,887,710 
1869...... 60,929 191,012,639 | 191,073,568 


3,568 


Thus it appears that very little specie or bul- 
lion is exported or reéxported from southern 
But chiefly important in this table is 
the great fact that, even in their humiliation 


and deep adversity, with greatly exhausted 
| energies and wasted country, the States of the 


South have furnished on an average during the 


| last three years over fifty-five per cent. of the 


| political empiricism an 


| entire exports, except specie and bullion, from 


the United States. With but little over one 
fourth of the population and less than one 
twentieth of the financial and material resources 
of the whole country, estimated in money value, 
the impoverished States of the South, in the 
midst and in spite of persecution, agitation, 

Segnieihim have con- 
tributed more than all the baiance of the coun- 


| try to prevent the complete destruction of our 
| foreign commerce, and to prevent the balance 
| of trade becoming so great against us as to 











| 
i 
| 


! 


| render more complete the drain of our public 
loyalty, more earnest patriotism, generous con- | 


securities and precious metals to pay for our 
excessive imports. 

Under a more humane and just policy their 
contributions to the commerce of the whole 
country would have been much greater, the 
reéstablishment of national prosperity, com- 
mercial independence of other nations, and a 
sound currency, much more speedy and cer- 
tain. Their contributions at the same time 
to the volume of our domestic commerce, their 
purchases and consumption of the products of 
the North, and their progress in all the ele- 
ments of material, social, and political im- 
provement, would have been very greatly has- 
tened to the incalculable advantage of the whole 
Unionand of the world. Itappears to me that 


the management of Radicalism in these matters | 


could not well be more suicidal, foolish, and 
criminal than it has been hitherto. The coun- 
try should demand reform .in these respects. 
Those States should not longer be considered 
hostile provinces, fit only to be enslaved and 
plundered by hungry partisans, and used to 
promote their schemes for party ascendency. 

But other reforms are demanded, which I 
fear Republican leaders will never in good faith 
attempt, because their masters, the money- 
lenders and financial monopolists of the coun- 
try, will forbid them. 

There is a stupendous monopoly in this coun- 
try which consists in our system of national 
banks. It presents a consolidation of mone- 
tary power and a close brotherhood in interest 
for the accomplishment of selfish results which 
is without a parallel in the world. Its exist- 
ence with its present powers and franchises is 
not beneficial; in its aggregate results and in- 
fluences, in my judgment, it is most pernicious 
and dangerous. It combines the proper, use- 
ful, and legitimate business of banking with 
the illegitimate and dangerous function of cur- 
rency-making. They should be forever sepa- 
rated. They have no necessary or proper 
connection. Their union is illicit. In combi- 
nation they do not tend to promote the highest 


interests of true national currency, or of gen- 


eral business, trade, or commerce. They 
encourage instability and injurious expansions 
and contractions in the volume of the currency 
from time to time. They have been quite uni- 
formly united in this country, and our past 
experience impressively vindicates the truth of 
what I say. They have never given stability to 
our currency, or safety, uniformity, or settled 
prosperity to the industry, varied enterprises, 
or commerce of our country. In my judgment 
they never will, and therefore their inconsistent 
functions should be forever divorced. When- 
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ever in our past history the country yw: 
taken by financial disaster or ruin ¢] 
efficient causes were traceable to this ; seit 
nection of the proper business of bankiy. 
the making of a credit currency, as 
True and legitimate banking can be mo 
fully, successfully, and profitably condy,. 
without the power to make a dollar of curre, 
It is now being done by many banks jy, 4). 
country. It has been done for many centuy 
past with signal success in all other comme 
cial countries. It is done all over the Uni 
Kingdom of Great Britain, a very smal] ,,,. 
tion of whose five thousand banks iss; cs 
own notes, and yet they generally make Jar, 
dividends. The Bank of England has a cay;.) 
of £14,000,000, and holds an average mp 
of deposits per annum of about twenty million 
pounds, ‘al declares annual dividends of gj 
seven per cent., and issuesits own bills in larca 
amounts. The three other principal banks}, 
London, the London and Westhleme. the 
Union, and the London Joint Stock, withoy: 
the power to issue a dollar of currency, hays 
an aggregate paid-up capital of about two mi). 
lion four hundred thousand pounds, and ie. 
posits to the amount of over forty-six million 
pounds, and have realized very much largo; 
net profits, making an average rate of prolits 
or dividends in many years exceeding (hipty 
per cent. per annum. 

Yet it is true that the average rate of inter. 
est there is not half as great as it is in the 
United States. Itis also true that the yari- 
ations in the volume of the currency, in the 
rates of interest, in the prices of commodities, 
and in the profits of industry, enterprise, cap. 
ital, and commerce in England, from 1844 1) 
1858 inclusive, were less by more than {i 
per cent. than in the United States. {| 
same facts are true of previous and subseque: 
periods. The Bank of Hamburg has existe: 
since 1619, over two hundred and fifty ye 
and never issued a bill, never expanded | 
currency, and therefore never had occa: 
to contract it, never suspended specie pa 
ments for an hour, and has always do 
legitimate business and been most servicea 
to the publie and the people. 

I believe that banks and other financial cor 
porations may be made as harmless as thie 


18 oO 


e Y 


1e@ their 


ion 


X or 


| may be useful by their complete and absolu: 


separation from the business of eurrency-ima'- 
ing and by their freedom from all entangling 


| and intermeddling connection with the (roy 
ernment and its current policy and politics. 


The Supreme Court, in the late case of t! 
Veazie Bank vs. Fenno, by a strong majority 
of the judges have decided that, under th 
Constitution, it is competent for Congress to 
issue and regulate a credit currency as wells 
the coin currency of the country, and in order 
to establish its use to tax out of existence any 
credit-currency created under State authority. 
This decision does not command the approva: 
of my judgment, but it may now be accepte’ 
as the law of the land on that subject. Ii! 
lead to a total separation of all financial ins- 
tutions from all control or influence over the 
making of currency and aid the country 0 4 
more speedy return to a constitutional and 
specie basis, I shall rejoice that it was mace. 
The general considerations to which | have 
referred conduct me to another conclusion, 
that it is no part of the proper business of gov" 
ernment to create a credit currency at the ex 
pense of the people and supply it, with or wit 
out security, to any system of banks or ollie’ 
financial corporations as a capital upon whic" 
they may transact business, earn profits, 20! 
enjoy great advantages and valuable priviles’s 
over all other classes of citizens. This propos! 
tion involvesa principle of sueh obvious just” 
as that it should command general approv''. 
All the other pursuits of the people are ca" 
ried on and sustained only by the legitimate an 
honest capital of the persons engaged in then. 


That isthe universal law planted in our being, 


eee ee 
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twelve per cent. 


al shonest class legislation, whose risk 


le imed by our very instincts, forming one 
a bases of human socie ty, and the 
ful maintenance of which is the surest 
. of individual prosperity and happi- 
progress in general development, 
reforms, and civil government. It is 
tlaw of fair play—equal protection, 
competition for all in the race of enter- 
llife. Ll am not able to conceive a 
Wid or logical reason which makes it 
; | proper in itself or any more be nefi- 
- ciety for the Government to furnish 
money or any other kind of money 
ink to enable it to do business and earn 
than to any other citizens engaged in 
her lawful and useful enterprises. The 
f the Government toward the national 
hese respects appears to me to involve 
le of iniquitous and odious favoritism, 
ined by no principle of ‘sound publie pol- 
romotive of no public interest that could 
more effective ly promote 2d in other ways, 
that it is continually liable to work injustice 
people, to disturb the healthful equi- 
im of the national finances, to corrupt 
lation, to encourag illegitimate ventures 
peculation, and injure the public morals. 
whatever currency the country possesses, 
her good or bad, belong to all the people. 
the « urrency is based = 1 cl 
ide of rags, let it rest for security upon the 
nonsibility and honor of an whole country 
rectly and without any circumlocution. Let 
air, and let all 
n who bank do it upon their own individual 
est meaus. Such a policy could not fail to 
ymote directly and power mally every great 
rest of soc! lety and Governme: The Gov- 
nment could then in all sections ae 
more easily maintain @ just equilibrium in 
-amountofits circulating medium; orrather, 
free to the operation of the natural laws 
rade, of supply and demand, the currency 
id then seek its own equalization through- 
‘country. Itwould then be as vainand 
iitless to attempt by legislation of Congress 
) redistribute the gold and silver, or silk and 
welry, or cigars and whisky of the country 
to : etermine where the greenbacks should 
They would then, under the great self- 
reated and self-executing laws of business, 
regulate themselves. ‘The concentration of the 
irrency in the great financial centers weld 
certainly be less, and its diffusion throughout 
the country greater. 
the extent and power of this great financial 
monopoly cannot be more forcibly indicated 
ian by the mere statement of the pregnant 


edit, is 


itimate banking be free as 





act that the chief national banking law bears | 


late June 38, 1864, and the average lifetime of 
the banks now in existence cannot exceed five 
ears; and yet, on an aggregate capital owned 

y those in the city of New York alone of 
373,218, 100, they have declared average an- 
nual dividends of over twelve per cent., and in 


October last their aggregate s urplus funds ae 


individed profits amounted to $28,761,972 
yeing equal to nearly forty per cent. on ‘theis 
apital in net earnings, in addition to the gen- 
erous dividends already distributed to their 
stockholders ; and the report of the Comptrol- 

er of the Currency recently made s 
iggregate capital of all the banks in the coun- 


try in October last to have been $426,399, 151, 


7 the aggregate amount of their surplus 
unds and undivided profits to have been $126,- 
2,035, very nearly thirty per cent. on their 
nuire capital; and yet they have also distrib- 
ited average annual dividends of not less than 
There is no legitimate pur- 
‘uit in our country based upon capital or cap- 
tal and labor, and not fostered by partial and 
k is so 

‘onsiderable and whose earnings are so sure, 

if rm, and munificent. 

istimating their future by their past , their 
apital will absolutely reproduce itself in net 
‘rhings in each period of about seven years. 


THE 


The vast capital invested in railroads, cotton 
manufac SareS, woolen manufactures, boot and 
shoe making, and kindred enterprises, does not 
approxin such results. The common in- 
dustries of the people, after the payment of 
taxes, produce comparatively 
trifling net earnings. It is the habit of the 
lefenders of the bank monopoly to boast that 
the banks pay liberal taxes to support the 
Government; but they pay no municipal taxes, 
no taxes on their bonds, and no greater taxes 
in other respects than like investments in other 
financial pursuits. Besides, however much they 
pay, their burdens do not impair their success 
or affect the certainty and magnificence of their 
net profits. The practical results are a full 
answer to all their professions in regard to the 


their onerous 


| payment of an undue proportion of taxes. The 


contracts. 


truth is the whole system is a stupe »ndous wrong, 
resting on a vicious principle of favoritism, and 
should be immediately changed and stripped of 
its exclusive and unequal prerogatives, and left 
to prosper as it may under equal laws and in 
fair competition. 

This brings me properly to indicate what can 
be done to inaugurate such a policy. This I 
will do briefly, but I trust clearly. The na- 
tional banking law is by its terms subject at 
all times to repeal or amendment. No ques- 
tion of morals or public faith requires its contin- 
uance or forbids its amendment. ‘The country 
owes an enormous public debt, immensely ag- 
gravated in amount by the vicious currency 
fostered by these banks. That debt bears high 
and onerous rates of interest, and its principal 
and interest must be paid in good faith, accord- 
ing to the requirements of the laws and the 
The public welfare demands that 
it shall be paid or reduced as rapidly as prac- 
ticable, without too greatly taxing the industry 
and property of the people. To promote these 
ends and establish the principles to which I 
have referred let the laws be so amended as 
to require the national banks, within such a 
reasonable time as shall prevent any shock or 
serious disturbance of the business of the coun- 
try, to call in and surrender to the Government 
for cancellation every dollar of the national 
bank bills issued to them, and receive from 
the Government their deposited bonds, to do 
with them what they please; but let them, 
under their present organizations, continue to 


, carry on the business of legitimate banking on | 


the principles which I have indicated, if they 
desire so to do. 

If they do not surrender their bills within 
the time required let them be charged interest 
on all not returned at the rate received by them 
from the Government on their deposited bonds, 
to be retained by the Government out of the 
interest due to them on the latter. Authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury, within the same 
reasonable time, to create an additional amount 


|| of greenback currency exactly equal to the 


national bank currency so surrendered and 
canceled, and use the former and put it into 
circulation by redeeming, after reasonable 
notice to the holders, an equivalent amount at 


|| par, dollar for dollar, of the six per cent. gold 


shows the | 


interest-bearing five-twenty bonds, redeemable 
after five years, at the option of the Govern- 
ment, and payable after twenty years from May 
1, 1862, of which the total amount now out- 


| standing and subject to redemption at any time 


is $514,771,600, as shown by the last debt 
statement. During the current year there will 
become redeemable $536,326,200 more of the 
same classes of bonds. ‘These bonds should 
be redeemed in the order in which they were 
sold by the Government. ‘That order can be 
easily ascertained from their registration in the 
Department, and they can be intelligibly desig- 
nated by their dates, numbers, and series in 
the advertisements of the Secretary for their 
return for redemption. If they are not re- 
turned in the time required, then they should 
cease to bear interest and others should be 
redeemed. 
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Che principal of the bonds referred to is 
payable in the common currency of the coun- 
try, not in gold, until, by wiser legislation and 
finane ls il management, gol 1 becomes again 
part of that currency. This policy would in 
volve no breach of faith, violate no law ore on 
tract, and do no injustice to the holder of the 
bonds. It would save to the people near twenty 
million dollars in gold interest annually which 
justly belongs to them, and to which the banks 
are not entitled upon any principle of rational 
policy or morality. It would lead neither to 
inflation nor contraction of the currence y in its 
actual amount, and would not materially dis- 
turb the business of the country. It would, 
romans “ free and incorporate into the active 
currency of the country the present bank re 
serves, and to that extent sduetiel ally and I think 
very beneficially inflate the currency. These 
reserves amount to about seventy million dol- 
lars under the practical working of the system, 
but in theory of the law to a good deal more. 
It would not unjustly or materially depreciate 
the public securities so redeemable, but it 
would inspire the bondholders with a whole- 
some interest in and solicitude for the restor- 
ation of a healthy and sound currency for the 
whole country. It would place all banking 
institutions for the first time in our history on 
an equal and legitimate footing. It would 
make them all more faithful and effective con- 
servators of financial order and stability, and 
promoters of more safe, useful, and legitimate 
enterprise and commerce. It would reduce 
the burdens on the people, make practicable 
large reduction in taxation, and thus aid very 
materially in the great work of reéstablishing 
general prosperity and productive industry in 
our country. - a hasten the period w hen 
there can be a >and easy return to speci 
payments. 

But equality and justice demand another 
reform, the accomplishment of which on fair 
and just principles would save other millions 
to the people and effectively aid in the reduc 
tion of taxation and the relief cf national pro- 
duction. The most indisputable axiom 10 
republican government requires thatall citizens 
who enjoy its protection shall contribute a 
reasonable share in taxation toward its _~ 
port. ‘This fundamental trath is stubbor: 
disregarded by Radical legislators. All the 
public securities of the country, State, mu) 
pal and corporate, are taxed, except t 
issued by the United States. The 
and by State authority cannot be; 
clearly subject to congressional taxation. 
express exemption from State and municipal 

taxation fairly implies their legal liability to 
taxation by Congress. ‘This conclusion the 
majority in this House are estop yped to question, 
because by themselves these securities are now 
taxed on their incomes, making a very incon- 
siderable tax, it is true, but fully establishing 
the power of Congress to tax them in its disers 
tion. 


a 


but they are 


The validity of the income tax has been 
several times affirmed by the Supreme Cou: 
Why, then, do not the boasted friends of the 
people, the pretended defenders and ministe: 
of equality, so legislate as to require the owne 
of the vast amount of values represented by the 
public securities of the Federal Governinent to 
pay a reasonable and fair proportion of the 
expense of that Government? The people will 
ask no more. Indeed, they will be content if 
the bondholders are compelled to even approx- 
imate fairness in their contributions. But it 
they are not, let them remember that persistent 
unfairness and inequality breed discontent, an: 
discontent resistance at length. Laws which 
violate the instinctive perceptions of justice in 
the popular mind cannot be too soon amended 
or repealed. 

Mr. Speaker, the adoption of these grea 
and indispensable reforms would enable ¢t 
Government speedily to lift from the ry 
backs of the pe ople 1 more than one handel 
million dollars of annual taxation, and many 


“we 


a¥ 
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iimes more millions now lost annually to the 
people by reason of the aggravated prices and 
costs of production, resulting from the dishonest 
laws enacted in the interests of the bounty-fed 
monopolists. 

‘The history of the last five years justifies no 
hope that any of these great reforms will be 
attempted by the Republican party leaders. 

Sut. if they are jusi, they should awaken the 
profound interest of the people, and system- 
atic agitation for reform should be everywhere 
organized. Popular indifference to the con- 
duct of public affairs has become of late one 


of the most alarming and disheartening char: | 


acteristics of the times. Their apathy seems 


to be so great that nothing can arouse them. | 


No crimes against the Constitution or civil 
liberty ; no oficial indecencies or corruption ; 
no class legislation; no dishonest and delusive 
system of taxation, move them from their in- 


difference. If this condition of popular feeling 


ehall continue much longer it will fully justify | 
It will prove | 


the conduct of the present rulers. 
that the Representatives fitly express and illus- 
trate the moral sense of the country, and that 
the poison of general corruption has stricken 
to the very heart of the Republic. 

Let us never cease to remember that how- 
ever bad or reckless or unfaithful the Gov- 
ernment becomes it still is our Government, 
and the duty to agitate and struggle for reform 
only becomes the more imperative. The brave 
manand good citizen will never confess that 
all is lost and reform impossible, but will fight 
on within his sphere and according to his abil- 
ity while life lasts. Good civil government, 
und especially sel-government, requires un- 
ceasing vigilance, earnest efforts, and virtuous 
intelligence in the citizens. If these exist and 
are manifested, the public servants will not 
dare so openly and persistently to neglect their 
duty. I[ trust the great masses of the country 
will in the future act in this spirit, and more 
beneficent results will speedily follow. 

When these reforms are made or when they 
are in good faith commenced we may hope to 
approach specie payments successfully and 
safely, but not sooner. We cannot do it now 
nor hastily without a violent shock to all busi- 
ness interests, and a resulting necessity for 
immediate return to an inconvertible and irre- 
deemable currency, doing infinite injury in the 
attempt. The needful amount of gold is not 
in the country. Under existing laws and 
policy, to which I have already referred, it 
cannot be induced to come here. The natural 
laws of trade operating upon our foolish and 
abnormal condition will attract it elsewhere. 
Ours is a gold-producing country, and yet for 
many years more gold has annually been ex- 
ported than is produced. For seven years 
past we have exported annually over sixty-one 
million dollars more than we have imported. 
The average annual product of the precious 
metals in the United States during the last 
fifteen years does not exceed $50,000,000. 
lor many years past very little of it has found 
its way into the general circulation. It has 
been hoarded, exported, or converted to other 
uses than thatofa circulating medium. When 
we have returned to a rational and honest 


public policy this condition will cease. If 
there wereadded to our $700,000,000 of paper | 


currency to-day another $700,000,000 in gold, 
| doubt very much whether specie payments 
could be restored and maintained for six 
months. Itis a law of finance that an inferior 
will always drive out of circulation a superior 
currency, and that a vast foreign commerce 
which does not substantially consist in the 
exchange of product for product other than 
the a of the precious metals, but leaves 
u balance or deficit which greatly exceeds the 
latter product and must be paid in gold, will 
always drain the supply of gold and silver cur- 
reney in any country against which such a bal- 
ance exists, and leave init the vicious currency 
nione or chiefly; and this is the condition of 








the United States to-day. Gold would still be 
worth more than paper, because it would find 
an immediate demand abroad which paper 
never has. 
tional commerce and of civilization. 


the irresistible laws of trade it would speedily 
leave our country and leave us substantially 
where we are to-day. Before we can hope to 
bring it here and induce it to remain we must 
reéstablish our commerce, change the gold-ex- 
hausting balance of trade, be able to exchange 
product for product, not gold for products, until 
after our equilibrium of the precious metals is 
reéstablished and our foreign commerce re- 
stored. ‘These results can only be approached 
gradually and secured after the lapse of con- 
siderable time, but they are all attainable and 
supremely desirable. 

Mr. Speaker, the mere financial policy of the 
present Administration, so far as it is intelli- 
gible to the public, is fatally defective and un- 
just. It ignores the necessity for the reforms 
to which I have referred. It refuses to com- 
prehend the general situation and to appreciate 
what itdemands. Itis empirical and illogical. 
No financial policy that does not contemplate 
these reforms can ever be permanently suc- 
cessful or give enduring prosperity to the 
country. They lie at the very foundation of 
all true policy. 

The proposition of the Administration to con- 


tract the currency certainly promises no relief | 


in this time of general financial stringency and 
emergency. ‘The volume of the currency, now 
about eight hundred and thirty two million 
dollars, nearly twice as much as it ever was 
before the war, is very large. But the onerous, 
unequal, and dishonest systems of taxation and 
banking tend so greatly to foster monopolies, 
speculation, and illegitimate ventures, and to 
concentrate vast sums in the hands of a few, 
and in a few great commercial and financial 
centers, that it is matter of profound doubt 
whether the general welfare of the country does 
not demand turther increase of the currency in 
addition to the increase that would result from 
the proposed change in the banking system. I 
believe many interests would be benefited by 
a moderate additional increase. 

‘The experience of the world has not determ- 
ined and no financier can pronounce ex cathe- 
dra how much currency is needed to conduct 
prosperously the exchanges of any country, or 
what should be the precise relation in amount 
between its paper and specie currencies. The 
country most demands rest from too exhaustive 
contributions to the Government, reduced tax- 
ation, and especially in the indirect, covert, 
iniquitous, and enormous impositions of our 
internal revenue and tariff laws, and time to 
recuperate its overburdened and _ languish- 
ing productive energies. ‘This recuperation, 
with the rapid increase of the population, in- 
dustry, and commerce of the country will do 
more than the wisdom of Congress otherwise 
directed to solve the difficult financial prob- 
lems of to-day. 

As the excessive burden of taxation involves 
a direct addition to the cost of production and 
to general prices, so any material reduction of 
such burdens will reduce the cost of produc- 
tion, lower prices, increase the purchasing 
power of money, and thus practically augment 
the sufficiency and power of the volume of the 
currency in existence at the time. The aggre- 
gate of the currency of this country has never 
in our past history been maintained for any 
long period of time at a uniform sum. Under 
our more or less defective and vicious systems 
of banking and currency-making before the 
war it was in a constant process of change, 
either toward inflation or contraction, and 
the country had many expensive and bitter 
experiences of the folly of such financial 
nile, 

‘The following table, compiled with care from 
the best attainable sources, will be suggestive to 
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The present Administration is using the ex 

cess of the public revenues in the purchas 
gold interest-bearing bonds. These purchases, 
so far as they were made with currency, ¢ 





the people on an average sixteen per cent. above 
the face of the bonds. The January (1970 
statement of the public debt claims a decrease in 
the debt since March 1, 1869, of $76,716,306 70. 
If $75,000,000 of that sum is the result of pur. 
chases of bonds with currency if has cost th 
people $12,000,009 in premium or bonus to thy 
bondholders. Is that right? If required | 
the law and the contract itis right. But + 
bonds purchased are not of the ‘* ten-forties,” 
which are payable expresslyin gold, and might 
therefore command a premium in currency, 
They are the ‘ five-twenties,’’? which are not 
expressly payable in gold, and in my judgment 
are, upon a fair and legal construction of the 
law and the contract, payable only in whatever 
at the time of payment is the common currency 
of the country. That currency is not gold, for 
Republican statesmanship has demonetized 
gold and made it a mere article of commerce, 
and driven it from the sight of the people. 
These bonds are due and payable at any time 
at the option of the Government. Their pur- 
chase is, therefore, a great wrong, a perver- 
sion, misapplication, and waste of the people's 
money; an unjust discrimination in favor of 
the bondholder, who will be well paid when he 
receives the face of his bond in the currency 
with which the people conduct their business 
and with which he originally purchased it. 
Such business ought, therefore, to be instantly 
stopped and forbidden by law. Indeed, it has 
been done without authority of law, and merits 
instant rebuke, if not punishment. 

The bill lately introduced by the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Incerso.] and referred to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency 's 
directly violative of this principle, and is there- 
fore wrong, and ought not to become a law. 
The bill provides as follows: 

Section 1. That the Secretary of the Treasury, i" 
addition to the United States legal-tender notes here: 
tofore issued under former acts of Congress, be, 2" 
he is hereby, authorized and directed to issue like 
notes of the denominations heretofore issued, a0’ 
in such proportions as he may deem best, to the 
amount of $44,000,000. Ten millions of said notes to 


be issued within thirty days after the passage of this 
act, and $10,000,000 within sixty days after the pas- 
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f this act, and $10,000,000 within ninety days 
Mee the passage of this act, and the remaining 
en od within one hundred and twenty days after 

Tt issage of this act. ; ; m3 
a That with the satd notes the Secretary of the 
is hereby further directed to purchase any of 
intere st-hbearing bonds, at the lowest rate at 
hey can be procured, tothe amount of $44,000,000, 
ch thereof as he can purchase with the notes 

ol to be issued by this act. 

hecome a law its execution at the average 
eate paid for bonds by the Secretary prior to 
i ecember 3U, 1869, will cost the people over 
-ayen million dollars in premiums to the bond- 
,olders, making the debt they will sooner or 
later have to pay over fifty-one million dollars 


«road of $44,000,000, and will purchase only | 


ttle over thirty-six million dollars in bonds, 
‘all this in order to get into circulation in 
city of New York the $44,000,000 in green- 
” If such a bill, distinctly and honestly 





to circulation by the redemption with them 
of an equal amount of the bonds now payable 
1 the currency of the country, it would receive 
my support as a member of this House. 
But there 1s an excess of revenues over ex- 
nditures, and it should be used to the best 
age consistent with public faith to re- 
. the people’s burdens. In my judgment, 
hould be expended, therefore, in the re- 
lomplion, not in the purchase of the bonds, 
and they should be redeemed at par only and 
with the common currency of the country, 
except the ten-forties, which are expressly 
nayable in gold and none of which are yet 
lue. The bonds as they were issued and sold 
by the Government were all registered on the 
books of the Treasury and designated by their 
respective dates, numbers, and series. It is 
easily practicable, therefore, to call them in 
for redemption in the precise order in which 
they were issued, 
there is any surplus and at brief intervals ; 
and if after reasonable notice from the Treas- 
r for the surrender of any specified amount 
the bonds of certain dates, numbers, and 
‘ries for redemption, they are not returned 





+} 


simple and practicable, and would be dis- 

netly just and equitable. 

l'o redeem the outstanding greenbacks with 
thea 


surplus revenue would contract the cur- 


rency, and thus disturb and injure the material | 


interests of the country. To redeem them in 
cold would be unjust toward the mass of hold- 
ers until the country can resume specie pay- 
ments and treat all alike; and it would also 
contract the currency and thus produce mis- 
chief, because the gold so used now would not 
find its way into the general circulation or ma- 
terially aid in preparing the way toward specie 
payments, but would mainly move in a brief 
circle from the Treasury in redemption of the 
greenbacks through gold brokers and gam- 
vlers, back again to the same in payment of cus- 
toms, or it would speedily go abroad to meet 
the greater demand there in payment of our 
very large annual interest indebtedness to for- 
eign nations, or of our excess of imports over 
exports. 

Our present abnormal relations to the com- 
merce of the world are such as to force an ex- 
cessive proportion of our gold abroad, whether 
produced in this country or not. Nothing but 
4 restoration of more equal and prosperous 
commerce by the general means to which I 
have referred can prevent such exportation. 
No legal enactments can doit. Every attempt 
of the kind in the history of the world has been 
a signal failure. Spain while importing mil- 


‘ions of the precious metals from her colonies | 


prohibited their exportation, and yet they 


Were continually exported, and Spain became | 


poorerand poorer because it habitually violated 
the great laws of political economy, of produc- 
‘ton, and commerce, as the Republican party 
Have been doing in this country for many 
years. 

_It appears to me, therefore, that in every 
view for the present aid future welfare of the 


jased to put such an amount of greenbacks | 


interest thereon should cease. This process | 


| this city in 1871. 








country, for justice and equality between the 
Government and the people, for the preven- 
tion of material disturbance or fluctuation in 
the volume of the currency, and for the legiti- 
mate saving of interest and reduetion of the 
debt and taxes, sound policy requires that the 
surplus shall be used in the redemption of 
bonds as I have already indicated. 
REMOVAL OI 
Mr. LOGAN, Mr. Speaker, before com- 
mencing to discuss the question on which I 
propose to address the House, I send to the 
Clerk’s desk, and desire to have read, some 
paragraphs from the Chronicle of this city, in 
reference to a meeting which took place in the 


THE CAPITAL. 


| city of Washington a few days ago. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

**A large number of our most prominent citizens 
assembled last night at Lincoln Hall for the purpose 
of discussing matters appertaining to the proposed 
International Industrial Exhibition to be held in 
Among the many present were 
noticed Chief Justice Casey, General 0. O. Howard, 
General Horace Capron, General Balloch, Hon. 
llenry Barnard, Commissioner of Education: Hon. 
Charles Mason, ex-Commissioner of Patents; Messrs. 
A. M. Clapp, P. H. Hooe, H. Kilbourn, W. H. Pet- 
tibone, M.'T. Parker, J. W. Colley, J. A. Kennedy, 
J. W. Thompson, J. H. Crossman, J. W. Boteler, 
Adolp Cluss, M. Thompson, H. Easby, A. E. Perry, 
R. J. Beall, T. T. Fowler, Henry Willard, Joseph 
Willard, A. S. Solomons, Simon Wolf, W. Wise, Lb. 
W. Reed, John G. Adams, Rev. 0. A. Bartholomew, 
A. K. Browne, T. MeGhan, Alexander R. Shepherd, 
C.F. Stansbury, Colonel J. G. Berret, M. de Bodisco, 
and others. 

**Mr. Kilbourn called the meeting to order, and 
moved that Chief Justice Casey take the chair; 
which was carried unanimously. 


Mr. LOGAN. ‘The Clerk willnow read the 
speech of one of the gentlemen composing the 
meeting. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

** Mr. Kilbourn then introduced the following reso- 


L | lution, which was passed unanimously: 
[his should be done as fast || 


** Resolved, That a committee of twenty be ap- 


pointed by the Chair to wait upon Congress and urge | 
the passage of the bill granting a charter forthe pro- | 


posed international exhibition to be held at 
national capital. 

‘* Mr. Kilbourn, in offering the resolution, remarked 
that he had no doubt but the bill would pass by a large 
majority. The District of Columbia had the right to 
demand the charter. Since the passage of the rev- 
enue laws the District had paid into the Treasury 
$3,500,000 as a tax, excluding theincome tax of Gov- 
ernment employés, which was six hundred per cent. 
more than the State of Nevada—more than the 
States of Nebraska, Kansas, andothers. Congress had 
never given one acre of land to the public schools of 
the District, while it hasgiven millions of acres to the 
schools of the West. Stillthe children of thousands 
of Government employés visited these schools at the 
expense of the taxpayers of this city. Congress not 
being satisfied with doing nothing for the city even 
checked private enterprise, as it did in preventing 
the paving of Louisiana avenue in front of the Sea- 
ton House. Then it had stopped the erection of a 


the 


ing that beautiful structure to remain which Mark 
Twain considers the finest market-house in the 
world, known as the Center Market of Washington 


city. He hoped the committee appointed to urge 
the passage of the exhibition bill would not beg of 
Conegrt but demand it, as the grievances of this 


city are more gricvous than were those of the Amor- 
ican people when they threw the tea overboard at 
Boston. 

‘Mr. Kilbourn received the loud applause of tho 
meeting on retiring, and had to resume his arguments, 
after which it was moved to adjourn, but the motion 
was lost.” 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. Speaker, I had thought 
forsome time that I probably would not indulge 
in any argument with reference to the question 
of the stability of the capital of the United 
States at Washington city; that | would not 
inyself make any movement in that direction. 
But when I saw the array of names associated 
at a public meeting in the city of Washington 
to offer the indictment that was preferred by 
a gentleman of this city against the Congress 


| of the United States, in which we are charged 


with committing offenses against the rights of 


the citizens of this District and city, graver 


than were the offenses of England against our 
forefathers before they threw the tea into 
Boston harbor, and when I read that indict- 
ment and saw that it was cheered to the echo 
by the meeting, I then sat down to see if I 
could not put together some reasons why we 
should relieve the present capital of the United 
States of this great imposition that is being 
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inflicted on it by the Con 
States. : 

Without being actuated by any spirit of 
revenge or any ill-feeling toward the people of 
this city, but believing it to be my duty, as a 
Representative of a portion of the people of the 
United States, to do that which I consider to 
be just to all portions of this great country and 
to all its citizens, I take occasion now to say 
that at the proper time I will introduce into 
Congress a resolution to the effect that a com- 
mittee shall be organized for the purpose of 
discovering, if possible, whether it is practica- 
ble, constitutional, and feasible to move the 
capital of the United States from the city of 
Washington. 

Mr. Speaker, as I intend at the proper time 
to introduce a resolution embracing three very 
important propositions, to wit, the constitution- 
ality, practicability, and expediency of chang- 
ing the seat of our General Government, I will 
therefore consider these points seriatim. But 
before entering directly upon the argument it 
may be well to give a short sketch of the his- 
tory of the location on the Potomac; and this 
I desire to do not only because of its historic 
value as connected with the early years of our 
Republic, but also because it will bring before 
us the opinions and feelings of the old fathers 
of the nation in regard to the proper position 
of the seat of Government. 

And while it will reveal to us the influence 
local preferences have upon the strongest minds 
and noblest hearts, it will also bring before us 
the clear enunciation of those grand principles 
which must remain true as long as our nation 
exists as a Republic. While it will show us 
how far short they fell in their calculations as 
to expansion in territory, population, andwealth 
it will present to us the pleasing evidence that 
the great fundamental principles of equal rights 
and justice were then well understood and 
maintained. 

The old Continental Congress having traveled 


gress of the United 


| from point to point, stopping a while at Phila- 


delphia, Baltimore, Lancaster, York, Prince- 
ton, Annapolis, Trenton, and New York, felt 


| there was a necessity for fixing upon some 


|} permanency. 


| lay out a district, not’more than three 


| not well understood at this time these 


| suitable market-house on Louisiana avenue, allow- || 


central and convenient point with a view of 
In 1784 the subject was taken 
up, and after considerable debate an ordinance 
was passed appointing three commissioners to 
nor less 
than two miles square, on the Delaware river, 
within eight miles of the falls. Forsome reason 
commis- 
sioners never entered upon their duties. 

The adoption of the Constitution in 1787, 


|| with the clause concerning the seat of Govern- 


| 
| } 


ment, left the subject again open for further 
action. On the 27th day of August, 1789, 
during the first session of the First Congress 
under the new Constitution, Mr. Thomas Scott, 
of Pennsylvania, introduced the following res- 
olution: 

*‘That a permanent residence ought to be fixed 
for the General Government of the United States at 
some convenient place near the center of weaith, 
population, and extent of territory as may be con- 
sistent with convenience to the navigation of the 
Atlantic ocean and having due regard to the partic- 
ular situation-of the western country.’’—Annals of 
Congress, vol. 1, p. 816. 

This brought on a series of long and heated 
discussions, during which, on the 7th day of 
September of the same year, a resolution passed 
the House _ 

“ That the permanent seat of the Government of 
the United States ought to be at some convenient 
place on the banks of the Susquehanna in the State 
of Pennsylvania,.”’—Annals of Congress, vol. 1, p. 919. 

A bill was then introduced to carry this into 
effect, which brought up much opposition from 
the southern members, especially those from 
Virginia, who contended that the bank 
Potomac afforded the most suitable location 
and would ultimately be the most central po 
tion. Mr. Madison threw the i 
his vast inflaence in favor of this 7 

Notwithstanding this opposition the 
passed the House 


ofthe 


bill 


hy a vote of ay sl. noes 
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| 
17. It was amended in the Senate by striking | 
out the portion fixing the location on the banks | 
of the Susquehanna, and inserting instead 
thereof Germantown, Pennsylvania, which was | 
agreed to by the House with a slight amend- 
ment concerning the laws to be in force in said 
district. This slight amendment postponed 
the final action until the next session of Con- 
gress, during which the act of July 16, 17990, 
locating the seat of Government on the Poto- 
mac, was passed, 

Before attempting to explain this sudden | 
change, allow me to remark that an examina- 
tion of the debates on this subject will show 
that notwithstanding the strong local prefer- 
ences the idea of a central position was admit- | 
ted throughout to be the principle that should 
govern in the selection. As evidence of the 
correctness of this statement I will make afew 
extracts from these debates as found in the 
annals of Congress. 

Mr. Scott, who introduced the original res- 
olution, remarked that— 


**Tt holds out this ceneral idea: that the seat of 
the Federal Government ought to be fixed at the 
most central place with respect to population and 
territory, having an equal regard to the Atlantic and 
the western parts of this Union.”’ 


Allow me, Mr. Speaker, to anticipate some- 
what and ask where thisrule would carry it now? || 
Mr. Jackson, of Georgia, stated it as his | 
opinion— 


“That the place of the seat of Government was 
important in every view. It might be compared to 
the heart of the human body; it was the center from 
which the principles of life were carried to the ex- 
tremities, and from these it may reiurn with pre- 
cision,”’ 

I regret that all the Georgia politicians have 
not been animated by this same Union senti- 
ment of their early father. 

Mr. Ames, of Massachusetts, although desir- 
ing a postponement, admitted— 


“That in his opinion the center of Government 
ought to bea center of convenience and utility ; that 
the heart should be so placed as to propel the blood | 
to the ext remities with the most equable and gentle | 
mOoLIonNn, 

[ might quote as coinciding in these views 
the remarks of the various members of the || 
Louse who took part in the debate, as Sher- 
man, Lee, Hartley, Tucker, &c., showing a 
unanimity of sentiment in regard to the great 
principle of justice, notwithstanding local pre- 
judices and local interests. But 1 sball con- 
tent myself with one more, which is as follows: 


"With respect, however, to the Federal Govern- 
ment there is one consideration that shows in a pecu- 
liar manner the necessity and policy of paying strict 
attention to this principle. One of the greatest ob- 
jections which has been made by the opponents of 
the system, which has been allowed most weight by 
its friends, is the extent of the United States, It has 
heen asserted by some, and almost feared by others, 
(hat within so great a space no free government can | 
exist. [hope and trust that the opinion is erroneous ; 
but at the same time | acknowledge it to have acer- 
tain degree of force, and it is incumbent upon those 
who wish well to the Union to diminish this incon- 
venience as much as possible. The way to diminish 
it is to place the Government in that spot which will 
be least removed trom every part of the empire.’’— 
Vol. i, p. 895, 

Such, Mr. Speaker, is the language of Mr. 
Madison, who understood the fundamental 
principles and organic law of our Government 
as well as any man of his day, and I might say 
of the present. If this was true then, when 
hearts were united in their desire to perpetuate 
the institution of our Union, and our territory 
comparatively small, with how much more force 
will the argument apply now, when we have 
just emerged from a terrible intestine war and 
our territory is vastly increased. If true then, 
when but a few States lined the Atlantic coast 
and our western borders only reached the Mis- 
sissippi, how much more applicable now, when 
our nation stretches from ocean to ocean, and 
populous States lie at each extremity and clus- 
ter thick in the valley between? 

But the question may be asked, if there was 
such unanimity on this point, what brought 
about the sudden change from Pennsylvania 
to the banks of the Potomac? Mr. Jefferson, 


who was well posted in regard to all the arts | 











THE 


'alrout a compromise. 


'| have exerted over our national affairs? 
/can say how much influence this has had in 


of politicians, reveals the secret in his corre- 
spondence. He tells us that the great and try- 
ing question of the day was the assumption of 
the State debts. The northern members favored 
the measure, while the southern members, 
with the exception of Mr. Smith, of South 
Carolina, opposed it. Thesouthern influence 


| defeated the measure, which aroused intense 


feeling, verging on disruption. Hamilton ap- 
pealed to Jefferson to assist him in bringing 
This was done by the 
northern wing agreeing to give the South the 


|| seat of Government. 


This, Mr. Speaker, is the true secret of the 


sudden change, a change which perhaps has 


had more to do with shaping the political 


history of our country than would be at first 


imagined. Who can tell how much this has 
had to do with the influence Virginia statesmen 


Who 


retaining upon our political escutcheon the blot 
of slavery? If the national capital had been 
placed in Pennsylvania, as the majority really 
desired, who can say that when the slavery 
line had passed south of it its power would 
not much sooner have been destroyed? But 


| hanging at Washington as its political rallying 


point, despite the mighty wave of freedom that 
was sweeping down from the North, it was not 
until the increasing power of the West joined 
its forces, bringing her noble Lincoln, that the 


| stronghold was taken; and he, Mr. Speaker, 


suffered martyrdom at his post on this spot. 
The proclamation of freedom may be said 
to be written in blood. Although true and 
loyal hearts are here as well as elsewhere, the 
sooner we tear loose from the last remnants 
of this pernicious influence the better. Not 
that I would say one word against the honesty 
and purity of the revolutionary fathers, who 
planted the seat of Government here, for Ilove 
and revere their memory as much as any one. 
Yet they were but men, and although almost 
inspired, yea, I was about to say almost divine, 
they could not penetrate the future with pro- 
phetic eyes and see the vast strides that Govern- 
ment they were founding was destined to make. 
History taught them no such lesson. Let us be 
thankful for the noble legacy they left us, and 


| being instructed by that experience we have 


had let us strive to adopt such measures as 
shall meet the wants of our vast country. 

It has been said that the man who would pro- 
pose this change from personal consideration 
deserves the execrations of the country. This 
is true, sir. But when national considerations 
require it, when justice to the great mass of a 
mighty people demand it, the statesman who 
will hold his peace, from local interests, like- 
wise deserves the execrations of the coun- 
try. Three quarters of a century have wrought 
changes in our land which no statesman or 
historian could foresee. The first epoch of our 
history has closed and we are entering upon the 
second, and the great vital central questions of 
our national being come up anew for considera- 
tion. 

CONSTITUTIONALITY. 

As the question of constitutionality may and 
doubtless will be raised against any action on 
the part of Congress to remove the seat of Gov- 
ernment, I will devote a few moments to the 
consideration of this point ; for if this objec- 
tion should be considered a valid one the 
whole matter is closed, and all argument as to 

racticability and expediency is unnecessary. 
The clause of the Constitution which relates to 
this matter, as all are aware, reads as follows: 


‘Congress shall have power to exercise exclusive 
legislation in al! cases whatsoever over such dis- 
trict (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by 
cession of particular States and the acceptance of 
Congress, become the seat of Government of the 
United States.” 

What was the chief design of the framers of 
the Constitution in inserting this clause? As 
has been asserted by more than one of the 


expounders of this instrument, it was that 





Congress might be able to protect itself against | 
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|| of perpetuity in all cases of power grante 
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the influence of the State within whose hor... 
its sessions should be held. This wag doubt 
less the great thought in mind when the Ww se 
were inserted ; and it is highly probable 
disgraceful scene at Philadelphia in 1792 ... 
gested the necessity for such aclause, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if the constitutio, 
objection has any force in it, it must }. . 
this principle: that the power in relatioy . 
selecting and fixing the seat of Governme,, 
having been once exercised, is executed », 
exhausted. As this clause is contained jn 1) 
long list of enumerated powers bestowed yy. 
Congress, we have no reason for holding 4 ; 
exhausted when exercised more than any , 
the rest, unless that reason can be foun 
the clause itself. Whatever bears upoy 
exteriorly, to limit its meaning and operation 
bears equally upon every other power grant... 
in the same section, unless expressly applied 
to this. ‘Therefore, if there is a reason, to 
believe the power granted by this clanse , 
Congress is exhausted by its first exercica 
that reason must be sought in the language of 
the clause ; and as the presumption is in fay, 
legislative bodies by organic law, it is fitinn. 
bent upon the objector to show the opposite. 
the onus probandi falls on him. 

Under this clause how does a particular spo 
become the seat of Government? Is it by the 
cession of territory by particular States to the 
General Government, by the acceptance o/ 
Congress by the two combined or by that 
specific act of Congress declaring it shall he? 
No one will contend for a single moment that 
the simple act of a State ceding jurisdiction 
over a given territory under the limitations of 
this clause will fix the seat of Government thiere. 
Such a position would be absurd. But those 
who hold that the power of Congress under 
this clause when once exercised is exhausted 
must and do hold that the cession by the States 
and acceptance by Congress irrevocably {ix 
the seat of the General Government at the 
place thus ceded and accepted. And to show 
that I state the position of the advocates of 
this principle correctly I will quote the lan- 
guage of the honorable Senator from Michigan, 
[ Mr. Howarp, ] who in 1866 held that the sea’ 
of Government could not be constitutionally 
moved from its present location, and I suppose 
holds the same view now. Inthe Globe ot July 
I find his words recorded as fol- 


oOror 


page viol, 
lows: 

“It [the seat of Government] is fixed here in per- 
manency because the Constitution fixes it here. | 
do not say that such is the express language, but 
that such is the inevitable inference from the lan- 
guage. How can it be otherwise? Congress shia! 
exercise exclusive jurisdiction in all cases oversuch 
district as may ’’— 


How? 


‘** by cession of particular States and acceptance of 
Congress become the seat of Government.’ It isthe 
cession and the acceptance that constitute it the 
seat of Government, and the cession and acceptance 
both depend upon the Constitution, which imparts 
to Congress the right and the power to perform these 
two acts; and it isin its very nature as permanent ss 
the clause itself under which the power is claimed. 


This, Mr. Speaker, is a clear, open, and 


candid avowal of the only consistent interpret: 
ation of this clause the advocates of the cou 
stitutional objection can take ; that the cession 
by the States and the acceptance by Congress 
fix the place. And without stopping to com 
ment upon the singular position the honors! 
Senator places himself in by assuming (ue 
power is exhausted by its first exercise a1 
afterward speaking of the permanency of tue 
clause, I will at once enter upon the discus 
sion of the merits of the position. ; 
Let us recur to the history of the selection 
of the present location and see what will be 
the effect of this view when applied to the 
action of Congress at that time. In 178! Vir- 
ginia and Maryland passed the acts granting 
the territory to the United States, any piace 


within their respective bounds, limiting the lav 
ter only by the constitutional restriction tote" 
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miles square ; nota mere offer that required 
;bsequent action, (I am aware of the pecu- 
eo of the action of Maryland and its 
vent t act,) but such a cession as Con- 
felt and decided could be accepted, 

, left it to complete the transfer by select- 
and accepting the place. Onthe 16th day 
1790, Congress passed the act defin- 


oy accepting “the territory desired, the | 


+ eection of which reads as follows : 


‘That a district of territory not exceeding ten 
‘les square, to be located as hereafter directed, on 
the river Potomac 
f the Eastern Brane hand Connogochegue, be, and 

. same is hereby, accepted for the permanent seat 


of Government of the United States. 


Although the exact lines are not given, yet 
the extreme limits up and down the "Potomac 
are as clearly defined as its position on the 


river. It was to be ‘‘on the River Potomac’ 


‘‘ between the mouths of the East Branch | 


nd 
s7 
nd Connogochegue. 
According to the theory of the honorable 
Senator from Michigan, and all who hold with 
n, that Congress could act but once under 
this clause of the Constitution, its power was 
w exhausted; it had accepted; and the com- 
missioners, under the direction of the Presi- 
lent, were to ‘survey, and by proper metes 
and bounds define and limita district of terri- 
torv under the limitations above mentioned ;”’ 
for these are the words of the act itself. It 
was therefore the duty of the Chief Executive 
ind commissioners to carry out the require- 
nents of this act, and any neglect on his or 
their part could not change or affect the law. 
But on the 8d day of March, 1791, Congress, 
t having the fear of the Constitution before 
ir eyes, passed an act to amend this irrevo- 
cable act, in the following words: 
iat so much of the act entitled ‘An act for 
lishing the temporary and permanent seat of 
ie Gove rnment of the United States’ as requires 
the whole of the disixiet of territory not exceed- 
ten miles square, to be located on the river Poto- 
ic forthe permanent seat of the Governmentof the 
d States shall be located above the mouth ot 
Eastern Branch, be and is hereby repeale <d, and 
it it shall be lawful forthe President to mak« any 
part of the territory below the said limit and aiuatte 
: mouth of Hunting creek a part of the said dis- 
rict, so as to include a convenient part of the Hast- 
ern Branch and of the lands lying on the lower side 
hereof, and also the town of Alexandria; and the 
rritory so to be included shall form a part of the 
strict, not exceeing ten miles square, for the per- 
nan nt seat of the Government of the United States, 
ke ms wuner and to all intents and purposes as it 


In like 
the :same h: had been within the purview of the above 
ton 


ry 





atsome place between the mouths | 


\| fix the time of such removal, 


° = . | 
It was i this amended act that the Dis- 


trict of Columbia was really laid off and estab- 
lished, thereby changing every limitation in 
the first act save that requiring it to be on the 
Potomac river, leaving out territory that must 
have been included by that act, and including 
territory wholly without the limits therein con- 
templated. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, if the power of Congress | 


under this clause of the Constitution was exer- 
cised and exhausted by the first act, (for if 


exercised properly, according to the foregoing | 


theory it must have been exhausted, ) then this 
amendatory act wasa nullity, and the territory 
for the seat of Government never has been 
established by proper metes and bounds, and 
Congress has been exe reising jurisdiction over 
territory without authority since February 27, 
1301, a period of sixty-eight years. 

If Congress had power under the Constitu- 
tion to pass the amendatory act sliding the 
whole District two or three miles down 
river, varying the fixed limits of the first act, 
then it had power to have gone to Harper's 
Ferry, Baltimore, or Richmond, or in fact to 
any other place within any State ceding terri- 
tory. If i had power in 1791 to repeal or 
amend that part of the first act fixing the loca- 
tion it has power to do the same thing now. 

Nor can the force of this argument be evaded 
by saying that the act of 1790 was preliminary 
and incomplete. 


under the clause of the Constitution granting 


the | 


It was made and intended || 
as a full and complete ac ceptance of territory | 
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\ land, 


and || 
| cerned. 


this power to Congress. If the act of Mary- 
November, 1788, was not a sufficient 
grant, then both the acts of Congress of 1790 
and 1791 were null and void so far as the ac- 
ceptance of territory in Maryland was con- 
And moreover, the second act rec- 
ognizes the first act as having fixed the loca- 
tion, and therefore uses the word ‘‘repealed.”’ 
And the accepting clause is found only in the 
first act. 

There is a wide difference, Mr. Speaker, 
between a supplemental act passed for the 
purpose of carrying out the provisions of a 
previous one and an amendatory act that re- 


| peals the chief clause or section of a previous 


one. ‘The truth is that this theory, although 


| held by men of undoubted ability, is erroneous. 


The location of the seat of the General Gov- 
ernment is fixed and determined by that act of 
Congress declaring it shall be so located, and 
ordering the offices and sessions there. Sup- 
pose the first section only of the act of July 
16, 1790, had been passed, would it have 


| been the duty of the officers to repair to the 


| of acceptance. 


| stitution in all probability had 





| of the 


the said day, 


Potomac with the archives? Certainly not. 
The law would have been incomplete and inop- 
erative in this respect, though good as an act 
It was the sixth section that 
carried the Government, the officers, &c., to 
the Potomac: 

**Sro. 6. And be it further enacted, That on the said 

first Monday in December, in the year 1800, the seat 
Government of the United States shall, by 
virtue of this act, be transferred to the district and 
place aforesaid, and all offices attached to the said 
seat of Government shall accordingly be removed 
thereto by their respective holders, and shall, after 
cease to be exercised elsewhere.” 
Mr. Speaker, this section was necessary to 
but it was neces- 
sary to authorize the officers to act. It is, in 
ict, the law that brought the seat of Govern- 
ment to this place. 

If I am correct in this position, then this 
whole constitutional objection falls to the 
ground; for if the location of the seat of Gov- 
ernment is fixed, not by the simple acts of 
cessions by and acceptance by Con- 
gress, but by that express act or section declar- 
ing it shall be so fixed or transferred, then 
most assuredly Congress can such act 
an o ms it at another locality. 

Madison certainly understood the Con- 
atita tie yn as well as any man of his day, and 
perhaps of the present. He wa strong 
aiibabehh of the present locality on the Poto- 
mac. Yet ina speec cb ‘7 this subject, made in 
the House July 6, 1790, he makes the follow- 
ing admission : 


< 
t 
hi 


t 


ptates 


? 
repeal 


salsoa 


‘It is said that before the ten years expirea repeal 
of the act may take place, and thus Congress be kept 
at Philadelphia. But what more can we do than 
pass a law for this purpose? It is notin our power 
to guard again starepeal. Our acts are not likethose 
of the Medes and Persians, unalterable, A repeal is 
a thing against which no provision can be made. If 
this isan objection it holds good age ainst nag law that 

can be passed.’”’—Annals of Congress, vol. 1 

And who is there in this House te-tien that 
will have the temerity to march directly in the 
very face of the man in whose mind the Con- 
birth, and 
whose pen doubtless gave it form? 

Sir, a permanent seat of Government is not 
required by the Constitution. It nowhere ex- 
pressly vests Congress with power to establish 
such a permanent seat. It was penned with 
great precision and care, and if it had been 
the intention of the framers of this instrument 
to guard the seat of Government by constitu- 
tional ramparts, would they have left that idea 
of permanency to be inferred by a course of 
subtle reasoning? No, sir; they would have 
fixed it beyond cavil. The right to fix a seat 
of Government is not derived from any express 
grant, nor is it necessary it should be. 
necessarily belongs to a Government on its cre- 
ation by force of general principles inherent 
and essential to the legislative power; and as 
has been said by one much abler than myself: 
principles it inevitably results that 
power possesses a right to lov ate 


‘From these 
every legislative 


This | 
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itself, to preseribe and regulate its times and places 
of meeting, at its will and pleasure, unless restrained 
by the constitutional instrument; hence it was not 
necessary to confer such powers by express grant.’ 
Who can believe that it was the intention of 
the framers of that instrument to grant such 
despotic power to any one Congress—power 
to fetter and imprison the Government with 
out regard to the mighty changes, progress, and 


| alterations which should take place? It is con 


trary to the very foundation principles of repub- 

lican Governments. It is true that the word 
permanent is used in the acts locating it here, 
but if by this the Congress passing the act 
intended to say it should not be moved they 
transcended their power and contradicted their 
ownaction. They had no such thought in view; 


| their desire was to place it where it might meet 


the wants of future generations and make 
another removal unnecessary. 

I might follow it up and answer the objec- 
tion which is sometimes presented, that such 
removal and retrocession would be a violation 
of compact; but this has been so often effect 


| ually met and answered that it is unnecessary 





for me to say more on it now. It is involved 
in the position I have been combating, and 
must stand or fall with that; for the acts of 

cession by Maryland and Virginia expressly 
place it on the construction of the clause of the 
Constitution we have been considering. Con 

gress entered into no contract, express o1 
implied, that the Government should be fo: 

ever fixed here; the acts of cession do not so 
stipulate, and had Congress done so it would 
have transcended its powers. 

Sir, this constitutional question has been 
met by argument both in this House and in the 
Senate. The act of 1794 authorizing the Presi 
dent to convene Congress to a different plac 
from that to which it was adjourned was a dec 
laration of power. Theact of 1846 retrocediny 
Alexandria was a clear and positive assertion 
on the part of Congre 1s8 that it possess¢ d tl 
authority. The act of 1848 authorizing the 
Supreme Court of the United States, when 
should decide the cases then on appeal before 
it from the county of Alexandria, to transmit 
the mandates to the proper court of Virginia, 
reaflirmed the same thing. The recognition of 
this retrocession by the Supreme Court of th: 
United States in the case of Nutt vs. Minor, 
and the transmission to the Virginia courts of 
the case of McLaughlin vs. the Bank of the 
Potomac, under the act of 1848, are at le 
ac quies scences in the same opinion. 

And in the deci sion of the latter case in the 
sup reme court of Virginia the constitutional 
power 0 f Congress to make the retrocession 
is expressly aflirmed. And, as has been here 
tofore stated in the Senate by Hon. Reverdy 
Johnson, of Maryland, and which I find by 
rerrenss to the case as reported, it was argued 
by the late Henry Winter Davis, whose interest 
it would have bee 0 to deny the validity of the 
act of 1846, yet it does not appear that he did 
so. The assent to the creation of the State of 
West Virginia was given by a Legislature of 
Virginia composed in part of members from 
Alexandria, whose action was a nullity if the 
retrocession wasillegal. Every authority which 
has spoken, whether directly or indirectly, has 
decided this constitutional objection as worth- 
less and without force from the First Congress 
down to the present time. 

And although I shall not condescend to 
reply to the multitudinous newspaper squibs 
on this point from the city press, written, per 
haps, by stripling law students or paid corre 
spondents, yet I ‘would remark in passing that 


| the pressing of this objection is a concession 
| of the weakness of the claims of Washington 


in other respects. 

Be the action of Congress what it may, I 
intend, Mr. Speaker, to exert my power to 
bring before the people of the United States 
the facts in regard to the ease; and although 
the people of Washington may treat the ques 
with ridicule now, there wall 


tion of removal 
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come up ere long from the mighty West, yea, 
and from the North, an echo that will awake 
the fossils here from their fancied security. 

| wish no injury to this city or the people of 
this District; on the contrary, if the capital is 
removed [would say let us do all in our power 
to counteract the influence such a removal 
would have upon the citizens. There are com- 
pensatory measures which might be adopted, 
and L would say do it notwithstanding their 
sneers at our efforts now. But I do desire to 
see justice done to the people of the whole 
nation. The constitutional objection is a 
quibble to hide their weakness on the other 
points. 
it feasible; is it expedient? 
the people at large demand it? ‘These are the 
points which merit our attention. And it is 
the interest of the citizens of this District and 
of the Government that these questions be 
fairly and thoroughly considered now. If a 
removal is inevitable why keep this people in 
continued suspense? Why continue to spend 
money here that may and will be thrown away ? 
It would be better to use that money in build- 
ing railroads and opening up lines of com- 
merce and trade for this city to indemnify it 
against loss, than thus to spend it and then 
remove and let it be lost. 

FEASIBILITY. 

The constitutional question having been dis- 
posed of, the next one that arises is the feasi- 
bility. Canitbe done? In this age of progress 


Does justice to 


aud advancement, when science and art are | 


making such rapid strides, leaping over ob- 
stucles the preceding generation set down as 
impassable, itseems strange that such an objec- 
tion should be made. In this age, when steam 
is made to do our work and carry our burdens, 
the lightning to carry our messages and the 

in to print our pictures, such an objection as 
this seems to me to be moving backward on 
the dial-face of science. 

Wherein does the difficulty lie? Is it that 
the blocks of marble and granite of the public 
luildings cannot be transported? Is this the 
great trouble that stands inthe way? I would 
ask, sir, if these blocks were taken from quarries 
in this District, or found here ready to be laid 
up? Does the rich and exceedingly fertile soil 
immediately around the capital cover quarries 
of such varied materials as compose these 
structures? If I am correctly informed the 
sandstone of the central portion of this build- 
ing was brought from Aquia creek, the marble 
of the **extensions’’ from the quarries of Lee, 
Massachusetts,and the huge columnsand blocks 
of granite inthe Treasury building fromQuincy, 
in the same State. It does not appear, then, 
io have been an impossibity to transport these 
even in their rough state from their distant beds 
to this ‘*city of magnificent distances.’’ Nor 
do I find any record of this objection havin 
been made then, and if it was the result showe 
it to be withoutfoundation. I haveeven failed 
to find among the files of Washington papers 
of that period any cuts ridiculing the idea of 
such transportation. 

But Tam told that there is water communi- 
cation by which heavy freight could be trans- 
ported between these distant points. This is 
true, sir; and if Tam not wholly mistaken in 
regard to the great valley beyond the Allegha- 
nies, there is stream running through it to the 
Gulf of Mexico called the Mississippi which 
atiordscommunication with the Atlantic ocean. 
lt may not be as celebrated as the Tiber of this 
District, which Moore has immortalized, but I 
think itis navigable for as large vessels. If 
there are any doubts on this point they could 
soon be dispelled by giving notice that propo- 
sals for this purpose would be received. The 
number that would flow in upon us would satisfy 
the most incredulous, that the practical men of 
our country had no doubt as to the feasibility 
of the projeet. Why, sir, | can find a dozen 
firms either of which would take the whole 
contract alone, and, what is better, they would 
accomplish it, too. 


Let the question be met fairly. Is | 


I 


| 
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But is it necessary to move these buildings? | 
Is this is a sine gua non upon which the re- 


| moval of the seat of Government depends? 


By no means. Large and imposing as they 


| are, yet they are not of dimensions and ar- 


| 
| 


| 

| 
rangements suited to the sinldie-iaereasinn | 
growth and necessities of the various Depart- | 
ments. Some of them are of mixed construc- 
tion, devoid of unity in design, and awkward 
in appearance. Even if the seat of Govern- 
ment should remain here the day will come 
when it will be deemed necessary to remedy 
these defects. We have quarries west of the 
mountains as well as east of them. Suitable 
building material can be procured there as 
well as here; and we could leave these struc- 
tures to Maryland for a capital, and thus, in 
part at least, compensate for the loss of our 
presence. 

As before remarked the West in asking for 
the removal of the seat of Government has no 
wish to injure the citizens of this District, but 
her people do most emphatically demur to the 


than ten miles square. It is also insisted by 
some that by such aremoval the files of papers, 
documents, &c., in the various Departments 
and offices would be so deranged that they 
could never be brought into order again. Sir, 
such objections as these are but subterfuges 
resorted to by those interested in the Govern- 
ment remaining here. And they are used be- 
cause they have no stronger arguments to bring 
forward, and hope thus to hedge up the way 
to the real and only issue. 

I would be sorry to have no higher opinion 
of the honorable gentlemen at the heads of the 
Departments and bureaus than this. It is, in 
fact, an indirect slander upon them. It is at- 
tributing to them the want of that ability which 
may be found in many a clerk of an inferior 
court. Sir, the affairs of these Departments 
have been brought to that perfect system that, 
if required, they could have every paper and 
document in San Francisco in six months’ 
time, and all arranged if proper officers were 
ready for their reception. A slight delay in 
the transaction of business would in all prob- 
ability occur; this perhaps could not be pre- 
vented. But with the length of time which 
would be given for preparation while the build- 
ings were being erected arrangements could 
and would be made that would prevent any 
check upon the necessary operations of Gov- 
ernment. Sir, the cannots and impossibles are 
growing fewer now than they used to be. In- 
tellect and genius are learning to feel and ap- 
preciate more and more the vast powers within 
their grasp, and as the necessities arise they 
are being brought into requisition and use. 

EXPENSE. 

Another objection on the score of economy 
is presented. We hear it stated that it would 
require the outlay of millions of money at a 
time when our nation is groaning under an 
enormous debt, and therefore we should not 
urge the proposition now. If this were true 
to the extent claimed, which I do not admit, 
it would not be a valid objection against the 
great and vital principles which demand its 
removal. 

And such an objection surely comes with 
ill grace from a citizen of Washington or the 
District of Columbia. Not only have we spent 
here the money required in erecting the public 
buildings belonging exclusively to the national 
Government and used by its officers, but for 
this District we have spent the money of the 
national Treasury in building gas and water- 
works, in bridging the Potomac, in gradin 
streets, in paying police, in the erection an 
maintaining various eleemosynary institutions, 
in building prisons, offices, &c., too numer- 
ous to name at this time. And the very per- 
sons who have received the benefit of these 





idea that it must not be done for fear the board- 
ing-houses here may lose their boarders and 
the real-estate ownerstheir tenants; that the 
good of the nation at large must be made sub- 
servient to the welfare of a little district less 
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expenditures and have grown rich y 
turn round and coolly inform us tha 
spent too much upon them to leave them . 
and fearing that the bill of expenditures },. 
not assumed sufficient proportions to frieh:... 
us from this move, 
genuity to persuade 
here. 

I do not complain of their desire to get wha 
they can, for this is in accordance with gras) 
ing human nature. But to be told that = 
have given too much to get away is certainly 
the very climax of impudence. Haye our out 
7 impoverished us so that we cannot Jeay. 
I have often heard this is the case with jnqj. 
viduals who come to Washington, but I was 
not aware it was the case with the Govern. 
ment. Ifthere is danger of this, then the soonoy 
we take our departure the better. What! Shy| 
our gifts, the benefits we have bestowed, |p 
used as chains to bind and imprison us in this 
corner of the nation eternally ? 

I do not regret that so much has heen done 
for Washington and vicinity ; it was right thy 
it should be done. But I do dislike to gee this 
fact used as a reason why justice should yo: 
be done to the whole people. This certainly 
indicates a degree of selfishness unparalicled, 

But we are not legislating for the present only 
but for the future generations also; and with. 
out entering into a detail of the various items 
of cost and income, I venture the assertion that 
in twenty-five years it will be found the ro- 
moval has really cost the Government nothing, 
The changes, repairs, new buildings, &c., that 
will be necessary here to meet future wants 
will in the end cost nearly or quite as much as 
an entire new suite of necessary buildings jn 
the West. 

The income from the sale of lots and grounds 
at the site of the new capital will offset a con- 
siderable portion of the expense. A confidence 
in regard to permanency will be felt there that 
cannot be entertained here. 

EXPEDIENCY. 

The chief questions connected with this 
subject, and the ones with which we are most 
directly concerned, are these: ought the seat 
of Government be removed from its present 
position? And why? The where and the how 
are after considerations. The great objects in 
view in establishing our present form of gov- 
ernment, as set forth in the preamble of the 
Constitution, were these: 

‘To form a mote perfect union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquillity, provide forthe common 
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.” 

And for these noble purposes the Constitu- 
tion was framed and adopted. 

Does the location of the seat of Government 
haveany bearing upon any ofthese vital objects? 
If not, then it would perhaps be unwise to dis- 
turb or change what has been done. But if, 
on the contrary, it does, then it behooves us as 
faithful Representatives and agents of the peo- 
ple to examine the matter carefully, and see 
what locality within the bounds of our national 
territory will tend most to the promotion of 
these great ends. And in this investigation 
we have three guides—reason, experience, and 
the opinions of past and present statesmen and 
men of thought. 

Reversing this order, let me ask what have 
been the opinions of the statesmen who have 

receded us on this point? So far as they 
Lave spoken, with few exceptions, they have 
held that the seat of Government should be 
central as to population and territory. This, 
as we have already seen, was contemplated by 
the first resolution introduced into Congress on 
this subject, and admitted to be the true prin- 
ciple which should govern in the selection by 
all those who took part in the debate at that 
time. Virginia, in the preamble to her act 
of cession, uttered the same sentiment in the 
strongest terms. And I believe this is to-day 
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and ever has been the sentiment of the great 
majority of the people of this nation. 
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opposing voice was raised to this principle in 
Congress in 1846, during the discussions on the 
ot retroceding Alexandria. And whose voice 
ve this? That of Mr. John C. Calhoun, of 
South Carolina, And as there is something 
rather peculiar in that gentleman’s words and 
course of action I trust I will be pardoned for 
uoting them and offering a few comments, as 
‘vey are nearly the only ones to be found stand- 
‘ng directly in conflict with the idea of a central 


position. On that occasion Mr. Calhoun said: 


“Te could not concur in the views expressed by | 
Mr. Madison on the subject of the location of a seat | 
“; Government. Mr, Madison made an elaborate | 


viment in favor of the position that the seat of 
vernment ought to be in thecenter. As far as the 
+. of government of the States are concerned that 
ieht be @ just argument; but the history of the 
orld would show that the seats of national Govern- 
nt never were, or scarcely ever were, situated in 

‘ne center, and there was reason for that general 

vryangement. ‘They were always situated on the 

‘-ontier most exposed. Where was London, the seat 
of the British Government? On the southeast fron- 

or of the kingdom, looking toward the continent 
of Europe. That of France, Paris, was in the most 
exposed position. So with regard to the seat of Gov- 
ernment in Russia; and so, indeed, with regard to 
the capitals of all the chief nations of the world. In 
the nature of things it must be so.” 

Here we have, standing in direct contrast 
with each other, the result of the workings of 
a patriotic heart which desired the good of the 
whole people and that of a shrewd and far- 
sighted thoroughly aristocratic mind. 

Madison, as | have before stated, one of the 
greatest statesmen of his day, was thoroughly 
imbued with the broad principles of republican- 
ism, watching with an eagle eye the interests 
of the masses, rich and poor alike. And the 
result of his reasoning on this point we find 
is that a central position will be most con- 
ducive to the welfare of the people and of the 
nation. 

But Calhoun, a man possessing perhaps equal 
ability, an aristocrat at heart, and planning and 
plotting for the dismemberment of the Union, 
arrives at exactly the opposite conclusion. 
Why such opposite results? Can it be attrib- 
uted to a want of information in either? Sir, 
they were too thoroughly versed in history and 
the principles of our Government for this to 
have been the cause. Was it because the pros 
und cons are so equally balanced ? 
preponderance in favor of the central position 
shows this will not explain it. Was it that 
fifty-six years’ experience had shown Madison’s 
view was wrong? If so why had others failed 
to learn it? 

Sir, the true explanation lies behind the 
scenes; it does not take shape on the stage. 
Their stand-points were different, and the 
objects at which they were aiming were dif- 
ferent. Mr. Madison, although allowing his 
strong preference for the Potomac somewhat 
to misguide his judgment, yet really and truly 
desired the welfare of the people and the per- 
petuity of the nation. And hence we find him 
throughout the debate on the location, con- 
tending for his preference on the ground ofits 
central position with reference to the direction 
of the increasing population. 

_ But Mr. Calhoun being aristocratic in feel- 
ing, looking upon the mass of the people as 
seris, and fearing the result of the rapidly 
developing movement for freedom in the 
North, desired adivision of the Republic that 
an oligarchy might be built up in the South. 
lhis being his object, that for which he labored, 
he must have believed the removal of the seat 
of Government westward would tend to thwart 
that purpose. 
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illustrations from monarchical Governments, 


The vast | 











And his mind had become so | 
imbued with this feeling that he draws his | 


not simply because he had no others to refer | 


to, but because he felt as they feel, and hence 


he says, ‘‘In the nature of things it must | 


be so,”? 

Sir, London and Paris are cities of the feudal 
days of petty chiefs and petty monarchs, when 
strongholds were built that they might defend 
themselves against each other and against 
their subjects. And Petersburg was founded 


| 
i 
| 








same conclusion. 
is not or at least has not been impregnable || 





by a great and noted monarch, but no less 
tyrant. The Kremlin was abandoned more 
through caprice and for personal security than 
for the public good, and Moscow is almost as 
much to-day the people’s capital as Peters- 


burg. The city of Paris, more in the interior, || 


has a history almost every page of which 
is written in blood. Royalty there seldom 
sat easily on the throne; and now the crown 
trembles on Napoleon’s head. But plant 
Paris close along the channel coast, and then 


so long as he can retain the army he can | 


defy the people. Nowonder, then, that mon- 
archs onl 
the center. ‘This was Calhoun’s stand-point ; 
thus he felt and thus he talked. And the reply 
Mr. Allen, of Ohio, made to him was very 
apropos: 

“That in those ancient monarchies the location 
of the capital was a matter dependent upon the 
caprice of the court and not upon the convenience 
of the people.” 

Sir, I do not bring this forward as an ad cap- 
tandum argument, but to call forth reflection 
in the minds of such members as may oppose 
a central position, the great mass of the true 
and patriotic statesmen of the past holding that 


acentral position was of vital importance, and | 


the great head and front of secession, the strong- 
est mind and most thoroughly versed states- 
man that was ever in their ranks, taking just 
the opposite position. There isa hidden spring 
here, which study closely. 

But not only do we have the almost uni- 
versal expression in favor of a central position, 
but experience, if it tells anything, leadsto the 
It tells us that this position 


to foreign foes, for hostile feet have entered 
within these precincts of freedom and the en- 
emy’s torch has touched these walls. It may 
be true that they cannot do so again, and I am 
free to express my opinion that it cannot be 
done again. But if we go to history, let us 
learn the lesson as she presents it. It is not 
the position nor the past that gives us this con- 
fidence, but the array of brave and noble hearts 
ready to stand as a bulwark for its defense. 

Experience shows also that there has always 
been a feeling of distrust in regard to the per- 
manency at this point. When, in 1814, during 
the Thirteenth Congress, Mr. Fisk, of New 
York, introduced into the House a resolution 
for a temporary removal during the war, see 
with what haste and alarm the southern mem- 
bers flew to the rescue. They scented danger 
atadistance. Hidden in the basket of fruit 
they imagined lay an asp. 
chivalry echoed along the walls of the Hall they 
then occupied! Mr. Speaker, some of them 
preferred to hold their sessions in a tent than 
leave when danger threatened. 
remembered the enemy had departed. 

This feeling of uncertainty, or rather I might 
say of certainty, that some day its removal will 
be accomplished has permeated the public mind 


from a very early period, growing stronger and | 
What is the cause of this, | 


stronger every year. 
if it be not the universal feeling that it must 
and ought to go to the center? Reason also 
leads to the same conclusion. The forces of 
nature when tending to union move toward a 
commoncenter. ‘This is alaw ofthe universe, 
a law of nature that runs through all her varied 
forms, from the worlds which float through 
space down to the forces which hold together 
the atoms of a grain of sand. It is the law of 
society; and it should prevail in a republican 
government, so far as the radiating point of 
power is concerned. 

The power coming up from the people should 
meet in a central focus, from whence it may 
radiate with uniform force to every part of the 
great body. 
interior of the body, from whence the arteries 


| may convey the blood with uniform motion to 
| the extremities. And as the heart in the human 
system is placed between the ribs, that it may | 


? ) 
be tic 


better protected from external danger, 


despots seek the margin rather than | 


What outbursts of | 


But be it | 


The place for the heart is the | 
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so in our national system it should be located 
between the mighty ribs, the Appalachian and 


| Rocky mountain chains, that it may forever be 


secure from external foes. Although hostile 
hands may not reach it here, let us place it 
within the vast walls nature has reared for our 
protection. 

Our Government has been established not 
for a royal few or moneyed monopolies, no®to 
foster one branch of industry to the injury of 


| another; but for the people, for the welfare 


of all, and for the protection and encourage- 
ment of all legitimate branches of industry. 
Hence they have a right to expect and rea- 
son to ask that the seat of Government shall 
be made accessible, as far as possible, to all 
alike. And the nearest approach possible to 
this is to place it ina central position as to 
population. The mileage allowed members, 
facilities for travel and transportation by means 
of railroads and steamboats, and means of 
rapid communication by telegraphs, do much 
toward lessening the evils and inconveniences 
of a lateral position, but fall far short of ren- 
dering a full compensation. These facilities 
are supposed by some to wholly compensate 
for the great distance the capital is placed from 
the mass of the people. But, sir, this is a 
mistake, too plainly shown by the anxiety of 
the people of this section to retain it where it 
is. If removed to the Mississippi valley will 
not the people of this section have all these 
facilities at their command? Willit not be as 
easy for them to reach and to communicate with 
the seat of Government there as it is for that 
people to reach it here? If the argument is 
worth anything on the one side it is worth as 
much on the other. 

l‘oreign nations have been slow in arriving 
at a proper conception of the magnitude of our 
country. Their representatives at our national 
court, not being forced to penetrate it, only 


| see a little part of the Atlantic margin. but 
| place the capital in the interior and a thou- 
| sand miles travel from the shore to that interior 





will give them a more vivid impression of the 
vast extent of our dominions. ‘The mental 
operation of counting, even while looking on 


| a map, never impresses us with that idea of 
| distance which actual travel over the ground 


does. Those who have never traversed the 
plains beyond the Mississippi have no true con- 


| ception of theirextent. The eye alone can con- 


vey this properly to the mind. 

Sir, the truth is, in every point of view in 
which we can contemplate this subject we see 
the necessity for selecting a central position for 
the seat of Government. It assists in forming 


| a more perfect union of States and people; it 


is in accordance with the great principles of 
justice; it tends to the promotion of domestic 
tranquillity and the general welfare. The wealth 
and influence of different sections are made to 
counterbalance each other so far as the posi- 
tion of the governing power can do this. The 
wants of the poor and needy are met in this 
respect as completely as it is in our power to 
meet them. And, sir, in the administration of 
Government the wants of the poor should be 


| regarded as well as the wishes of the wealthy. 


We ask this removal as now due to the great 
Mississippi valley. The fathers and founders 


| of our nation, who nourished it in its infancy 


with tender solicitude, in their broadest calcu- 
lations and most ardent hopes of its future 
greatness fellinfinitely short ofits rapid growth. 
Could Washington now arise from his quiet 
tomb on the bank of the Potomac and look 
abroad over the mighty empire which claims 


| him as its father he would stand amazed. 


Could he see a nation twenty millions strong, 
peopling the great valley which in his day 
was our western limit; could he gaze upon 
the wave of population which is rolling up 
against the far-off Pacific coast, which was then 
terra incognita, what, think you, would be his 
advice on this subject? Sir, his sense of jus 
tice would force him to say, ‘* Carry it into the 
midst of th my children, a 
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kind regard for the old homestead, but go forth 
to the glory that awaits you.’’ 

he highest and brightest anticipations of 
but twenty-five years ago have been over- 
tepped. And even the drawback of the most 
vigantic intestine war the world ever beheld 
ius searcely caused a halt in our progress. 
When Leutz painted his ‘* Westward the course 
of empire takes its way’’ on the Capitol wall 
he little thought the iron horse was so close 
behind his emigrant train. 
ton’s words, ** There is the East, and there is 
India,’’ had scarcely died away from his lips 
till the finger of his statue, molded by a 
woman's hand, was fixed pointing along the 
iron road which spans the continent. 

Sir, the West asks the removal of the seat 
of Government thither because even now the 
center of population falls within her limits, and 
there it is destined to remain. She asks it 
because the centers of agricultural, mineral, 
ind commercial wealth are found within her 
borders. She asks it because the great nuclei 
of artificial and natural highways will be found 
there. She asks it because there must ulti- 
nately be found the center of the great vital 
forces of the nation. 

These, sir, are not idle boasts, for the facts 
and figures will sustain me in all these asser- 
tions. Statisties, I know, are dry food for the 
mind and unpalatable in an argument, but they 
possess a logic against which all the powers of 
oratory dash in vain; therefore, | appeal to 
them. 

TERRITORY. 
In 1759, when the Constitution was adopted 


| 


POPULATION. 

In 1789 the whole population was aboutfour 
millions, 3,929,827—less than double the pres- 
ent population of Illinois. Butnow we number 
more than forty millions, an average yearly 
increase of over four hundred and fifty thousand 
persons ; enough to have added at each yearly 


| meeting of Congress a State equaling in popu- 
lation that of Connecticut in 1860. 
‘Taking the census of 1860 when the total pop- | 


| 


The sound of Ben- | 


i] 
| 





| 


and our nation began its existence really as the | 


United States, the area of our possessions was 
610,512 square miles. ‘There were but thirteen 
States, occupying a comparatively narrow strip 
along the Atlantic slope. But now we count 
the square miles of our territory by the million, 
the entire area being 5,527,654 square miles, 
and 2,950,264, exclusive of Alaska; showing 
(hat there is in the one vast body, exclusive of 
our boreal possessions, nearly three million 
square miles, almost five times our area at the 
commencement of the present century—an 
average yearly increase of about thirty-seven 
thousand square miles, enough to have formed 
anew State at each annual meeting of Congress. 


Where, sir, is the nation that can show such a | 
And what has been the direc- | 
With one slight | 


record as this? 
tion of this rapid increase ? 
exception it has been westward. 

While the Atlantic slope has an area of 
125,197 square miles, divided into some seven- 
teen States,and no more territory to form others, 
the Mississippi valley has an area of 1,899,811 
«quare miles, with seventeen States also. And 
what is more, Mr. Speaker, not one of these 


States falls in extent of territory but little | 


short of that of all the New England States 
combined, and some of them considerably ex- 
ceed it. And the Pacific slope has an area of 
627,256 square miles, out of which three enor- | 
mous States have already been carved. There 
also remains in these western divisions, out- 
side of these twenty States, sufficient territory 
\o form as many more as now occupy the entire 
Atlantic slope. 

In 1789 the center of our national area was 
i) Virginia; now it is said to be somewhere in 
\\ansas, a thousand miles further west, even 
excluding Alaska from the calculation. I would 
ask if this is to have no weight in the decision of 
ihis question? When the territory west of the | 
Appalachian range is to that east of it as six to | 
one are-we to be told that this will not have a | 
feather’s weight in determining where the seat | 
of Government is to be located? Are our eyes 
so blinded to the future that we cannot see the 


| 
j 
| 
| 











inevitable result of progress? ‘* Westward,”’ | 
sir, ‘* the course of empire takes its way,’’ and | 
despite the locks and chains we may throw | 
around the seat of Government to hold it here | 
it will move westward to its destined position. 
‘The forces are gathering fast there; see how 
the proportion stands even now. 


ulation was, in round numbers, $31,500,000, 


we find the Nast and West about equally bal- | 


anced, the Atlantic slope having 15,800,000, 


and the West 15,700,000. According to the es: | 
timate of the Commissioner of the General | 


Land Office, calculating by the known ratio of 


| increase, the census of 1870 will show a popu- 
| lation of over forty-two millions. 


If we take 
the different ratios of increase in the East and 


West will have about twenty-three millions, 


| West we shall find that of this number the | 


against 19,000,000 in the eastern division—a 


preponderance of 4,000,000. 


‘The same authority gives the estimated total | 


population at the end of the present century, 
as one hundred and seven millions. If the 
present ratios remain anything like uniform 
during that time, then the West will have at 
least seventy-four millions, while the Kast will 
have but thirty-three. 

W here, then, Mr. Speaker, will be the balance 
of power? Where the center of representa- 
tion? Where the center of population? When 


| the act was passed locating the capital here, 


this center was supposed to be not far from 
Baltimore, but it has been traveling westward, 
and now has crossed the Alleghanies, and as | 


am informed, falls somewhere in the State of | 


Ohio. And still it is moving westward with a 


more rapid pace than at any time heretofore. | 


Has it no bear- 


Is this also to go for nought? 
Sir, every sign- 


ing on the question before us ? 


board along the path of ourinvestigation points | 


westward. Lach fact that speaks to us echoes 
in a voice of thunder, westward ! 
MINERAL WEALTH. 

And how is it in regard to the mineral 
wealth of the country? The old Keystone 
State may justly boast of her celebrated coal 
fields, and 1, had I the power, would not detract 
one tithe of a hair from her glory in this 
respect. But, sir, we are beginning to learn 
there are also coal-fieldsin the great Mississippi 
basin. Irom the same report we have before 
alluded to I take the following statistics : that 
while in the Alleghany or eastern basin there 
is a coal area of 55,000 square miles, in the 
middle and northwestern basins there is a coal 
area of 125,000 square miles, and in the Rocky 
mountain basin 20,000 miles ; showing that of 
the West to be nearly three times as large as 
that of the East, exclusive of the lignites, ter- 
tiary, and other inferior coals of the Rocky 
mountain regions. 

The Illinois coal-fields alone are estimated 
to contain four times as much coal as those of 
Pennsylvania, and nearly one third of all the 
coal of North America. 

And in regard to the precious metals the 
same thing holds true, only in a still greater 
proportion in favor of the West. 

‘The most important gold-fields of the United 
States and of the world are found in the States and 
Territories extending from_the northern to the 
southern boundaries of the Republic, and from tho 
Pacific ocean to the eastern spurs and outliersof the 
Rocky mountains, embracing an area of more than 
a million miles.” 

Such is the language of the Land Commis- 
sioner, and it is true. The total gold product of 
the Atlantic slope from 1804 to 1868 is set down 
at $40,000,000, being less than the amount 
taken out of the California mines the first year 
after their discovery. To balance against this 
yield of sixty-four years, the West presents, 
as the produce of twenty years, the enormous 
sum of $1,200,000,000, an average of $60,- 
000,000 per year. So strong is the influence 
of this yield of the precious metals on the 
commerce of the far West that gold is the 
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standard circulating medium, notwithstandi 
the legal-tender acts of Congress and there 
ready adoption as the standard — 
and middle divisions. 
RIVERS AND RAILROADS, 
if we examine the lines of water an, 


in the eastern 


1 rail- 


road transportation and travel we shaj/ find 


_ miles of navigable rivers in the Atlantic 





| teen or eighteen thousand miles. 


| West against each other. 
| terms asa means of comparison. | do not even 


the comparison still favorable to the Western 
sections. 
Against some twelve or thirteen hundred 


slone, 
1e six 
l And while 
the former, in 1860, had 15,345 miles of pa; 
road and the West 15,248, being nearly equal 
now the latter has over 22,000 miles, while +), 
eastern section has scarcely 19,000, whic 
shows a gain in favor of the West in ten years 
of 3,000 miles, enough to reach useross {\, 
continent. And the strong probability is tha: 
the next decade will show a still greater pre 
ponderance in the same direction. 

I would remark here that I do not wish jo 
be understood as striving to array the East and 
I only use these 


the Mississippi valley alone can show son 


use them as implying that the entire Atlantic 
slope will oppose a removal, or that all the 
West will favor it. While I think most of the 
West will favor it, I do not think all the easter, 


| section will oppose it; for I believe it will be 


to the interest of New York city and east of that, 


| and even as far down as Philadelphia, to favor 
| it. These Atlantic cities have stretched out 





their iron arms westward, while San Francisco 
has stretched her arm eastward, and in the 
great Mississippi valley near where the hands 
are clasped we desire to plant the seat of Goy- 
ernment. 

The great line of travel through our nation 
will be between the three great eastern cities 
and San Francisco, crossing the great central 
river running north and south. Here then will 
be found the chief focal point of travel in the 
nation. Therefore I conceive it to be to the 
interest of these cities that the national capital 
be placed somewhere on this east and west line. 
While I would thus designate the latitude | 
have no design of indicating the spot along 
this line, the exact where is an after consider- 
ation. But it does seem to me that the whole 
northeast should favor any place in the West 
in preference to the present location. 

Here it is hemmed in on one side by water, 
and on the other by mountains, so that there 
are but two directions of ingress and egress, 
one north and the other south. It was wisely 
chosen if the object was to favor Virginia and 
Baltimore. Although our progress has spread 
so far beyond these barriers, yet the conse- 
quence of this position is keenly felt even now 
both by Washington and the eastern cities. lt 
gives to Baltimore, which from the very com- 
mencementof the war was rebel to the core and 
is yet, the key to the railroad communication 
to the capital of the nation. Here we are 
locked in, so far as transportation and travel 
are concerned, at the mercy of one company, 
and it in the interest of a rebel city. Are we 
told this cannot last? What assurance have 
we of this? Sir, the general interest of the 
Government and people were never more in 
danger of monopolies than now. See the 
gigantic gold scheme recently burst by the 
timely action of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

It is wise, therefore, to place ourselves as tar 
as possible in that situation least favorable to 
such control. It would be better for the gen- 
eral interests of the country, if the seat of 
Government cannot go west, that it should be 
carried to that place in Pennsylvania origin: 
ally selected than to remain here. But the 
broad, untrammeled plains of the great Missis- 
sippi valley present the true position for 1. 
There the ways of ingress and egress are 4s 
multitudinous as the degrees in the entire cir 
cuit of the compass. 

AGRICULTURAL. 
But let us turn once more to the tables and 
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ww the balance stands in the agricultural || 


+s, the real basis of our national wealth. 
t me repeat, that while I do this it is 


14 


r their indomitable perseverance. 
, we of the Westare learning how to culti- 
our soil to the best advantage ; and while 


no sectional feeling, for too much praise | 
+ be bestowed on the eastern agricultur- | 
From | 


trive to emulate and surpass them in this | 


-pect. we feel proud that we have such gener- | 


‘andhonorable rivals. Comparing the cen- 
- returns of 1860, I find the proportions of 
be leading items to stand as follows : 


Atlantic. West. Savor of 
West. 

Land improv- 

“ed in farms, 

: 73,882,853 90,571,867 «ao 

ind in farms, 

proved, 








eveeecsees 93,679,468 


150,330,354 66 
{aTMIS.+-eeeee+s$3,132,561,500 $3,514,483,487 12 
Or those of the West worth $381,921,987 
more than the ast. 
Per cent. in 


Atlantic. West. favor of 
Vest. 
Ve lue of farm- 
ing imple- 
ments.... $105,820,489  $138,277,604 31 


Wheat, bushels 53,396,897 
Indiancorn,do. 201,638,663 
Value of ani- 
mals slaugh- 
LOTCU....0 serves 


109,287,349 1.04 
637,139,081 2.16 


$92,478,822  $120,251,810 — .30 


Which show that even in 1860 the balances | 


n favor of the western sections in these articles 
were as follows: 


Per cent 
Number of acres improved..............ccsees iaddecas 2 
Number of acres in farms, unimproved.......... .66 
Be a i a Soi orishsos anaadetanaiinadaiainn 12 


Or nearly four hundred million dollars. 


Value of farming implements.........0-.cccccseserees ol 

Tp DOr ORRIN WE NG ass seascsscccnamspasncasscesactunnes 1.04 

ee EEE DELETE Te," 
Or excess of 435,500,418 bushels. 

Value of animals slaughtered...........cccccccccccees 00 


And I should have added that in regard to the 
live stock they owned an excess of thirty-two 
per cent. in value, or nearly one hundred and 
sixty million dollars. Combining all these to- 


cether, and it shows an average of seventy per | 


cent. in favor of the West. But even this fails 
to show our real advantage. If we take these 
items, and find the ratio of increase in the two 
ections between the years 1850 and 1860, we 
lind that while there has been an average in- 
crease of forty per cent. on the Atlantic slope, 
the average increase in the Mississippi valley 
has been one hundred and twenty-eight per 
cent. 

Take these facts sir, which show our condi- 
tion as an agricultural people ten fears ago, 


and caleulating by our rapid increase of more | 


than one hundred per cent. each decade, and 
tell me how the proportion will stand ten years 
hence? See the myriads of acres of land there 
yet open to emigration. What can our worthy 
Commissioner of Agriculture do in this barren, 
unproductive spot toward developing and assist- 
ing the great agricultural interests of the coun- 
try? Doubtless he is doing all he can do here 
with the means at his command; but take him 
to the rich valley beyond the Alleghanies, and 
his Department will grow to a power for good 
of which we have now but little conception. 

I repeat it, sir, that the West asks this re- 
moval as an act of justice not only to her but 
to the nation at large. It is our duty as wise 
legislators to consult the welfare of the whole 
people, to look to the great productive inter- 
ests of the country, and take such action as 
shall be best adapted to the good of the pres- 
ent and future generations. Therefore the 
West asks this removal, because, as I have 
shown, there lies the center of territory, and 
there it must continue to be, no matter how far 
our limits may expand; there is the center of 
population, and it also will remain there; the 
centers of mineral, agricultural, and comther- 
cial wealth are there; there the centers of nat- 








| tions. 


Per cent. in || 


ural and artificial highways of travel and trans- 
portation are found, and there, too, must 
ultimately be found the ceuter of all the great 
vital forces of the nation. I say this with no 
desire to disparage the energy, resources, or 


interests of the Kast, but because it must be || 
| the resultant of the present progressive move- 


ments. 

How canit be otherwise? One glance at the 
map of the United States ought to be sufficient 
to convince any one of the truth of these asser- 


east and west, and from Lake Superior to the 


| Gulf of Mexico an equal distance north and 


south, with a larger proportion of arable soil 
and navigable streams than any other equal 
extent of territory in the world. Such is the 
area drained by the Mississippi, which, rising 
in the cold regions of the far north, pours its 
tide of waters into the gulf in the tropical 


|| regions of the south, its fountains shaded 


by the stately firs of boreal clime, its middle 
part fringed by broad belts of waving cereals, 


| and rushing to the sea amid fields of cotton 


| and orange groves. 


Cattle for the millions 


| eraze on the meadows there and roam over 


the broad plains; and fuel for the generations 
to come lies in reserve beneath the luxuriant 


| sotl Mountains of iron and mines of lead are 











there to supply the world when other mines 
have been exhausted. 

Look, sir, once more at the map; you have 
seen but part. From the Rocky mountains 
stretching westward almost another thousand 
miles is a vast area which but a few years ago 
was unexplored ground; an area possessing 


|| soil and climate of every variety, whose mount- 


ains and valleys send out each year more gold 
than all the mines of the eastern slope have 
ever yielded ; more than all the public works 
of the Government in this District have cost. 
Can all these claims be ignored ? Is it just and 
right that we should close our eyes to them? 
Could we, as the agents of an individual or 
company, properly discharge the trust reposed 
in us, if, under such circumstances we were to 
pass these things by unuoticed? And will we 
be just to an individual and yet deny the same 
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A vast basin, extending from Pittsburg || 
| to the Rocky mountains, fifteen hundred miles 


thing to the people who have reposed a still | 


higher trust in us? Let us do our duty. 
-) - 


Has it ever occurred to your mind, sir, that | 


we occupy a stand-point in the course of events 
and in the history of the world that no other 
nation ever has or can occupy? Startling as 
the proposition may be, yet it is true. The 
north temperate zone is the region of popula- 
tion, power, and intellect, and these have been 
flowing westward in one continuous stream 
from the earliest ages down to the present. 


Beginning in the plains of southern Asia, while || 


aslow current was moving eastward, the mighty 
wave of population, like the ocean tide, has 
been sweeping westward over land and sea. 
But within our territory the terminus has been 
reached. On the shores of the Pacific the 
westward-moving stream has met the oriental; 
there the circuit is at last completed. What 
will the sequel be? Sir, for awhile there the 
tide of population, hemmed in by the barrier 
to further progress, will accumulate, seeking an 
outlet by expansion north and south along the 
Pacific slope. But eventually the wave must 
roll back upon us and pour its excess into the 


tropic lands of Africa and into the Old World, | 


from whence it started. 

Power, also, has been floating onward with 
this westward stream. 
moved for awhile to the hills of Medo-Persia ; 
but it was only pluming its wings for its flight 
to the hardy sons of Greece, whither intellect 
had preceded it. Then, crossing the Adriatic, 
it rested for a thousand years on the banks of 
the Tiber. Again, moving on in its westward 
course, it crossed the Alps to the plains of Gaul, 
and has for centuries floated along the western 
borders of Europe; but now it is rapidly con- 
centrating on American soil. And asthe wave 
has moved onward it has been gathering slowly 


From Mesopotamia it | 
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the seeds of freedom and planting them in the 
human heart. But not till the tide had reached 
the shores of America did the bud expand into 
the flower. This land seems to have been re 
served by the hand of Providence for the birth 
place and home of freedom, from whence it is 
to roll back and emancipate the nations ot 
earth. See what a concentration of mighty 
events is taking place in this age, as if to pre 
pare the wav and fit the returning tide of popu 
ation for its mission. 
The ocean is traversed by the magnetic tele 
graph, the continent spanned by the iron path- 
way, the barrier between the East Indies and 
Europe severed, and negotiations for cutting 
that between the Atlantic and Pacific. What 
the numerous African explorers for centuries 
failed to accomplish one man is now doing: 
through the skill of French engineers bright 
| Oases are springing up in the barren deserts of 
Algiers. And contemporaneous with these the 
accursed shackles of slavery are torn from the 
sons and daughters of Africa in our own land, 
that, elevated and made equal with their broth- 
ers, they may when the current sets eastward 
go hand in hand to redeem the millions of 
Africa from ignorance and tyranny. 

But, sir, | have not time now to follow out 
this deeply-interesting thought. Let me show 
the connection it has with the subject before 
us and I am done. In consequence of our 
peculiar position a vast friction of political 
elements is destined to occur at some future 
day ; and the conflict of interests is likely to 
be between the extreme East and West in the 

| struggle to control the commerce of the cen- 
tral area. By planting the seat of Government 
in this central area we assist in concentrating 
power there and holding in check these forces. 
We thus knit together the widely-separated 
parts and form a more perfect bond of union. 

And now, sir, is the time to do this. A 
more favorable time will perhaps never occur, 
a time when it can be done with as little com- 
motion as now. <A new Republic is springing 
into being; the disgraceful blot of slavery has 
been wiped out, and our Government may 
truly be said to be remodeling on the basis of 
genuine freedom. ‘The goddess of liberty, 
treed from her trammels, steps forth clothed 

| in her snowy garments of true freedom. 

Sir, the bronze statue above us is not # 
true representation of the new Republic; it 
should be clothed in snowy white. Yes, a new 
Republic has arisen upon the old; not on its 
ruins, but byits redemption. It has been bap- 
tized with the blood of more than two hundred 
thousand patriots. ‘Then let us plant our cap- 
| ital in the center of the nation at the com- 
mencement of the new epoch. The ashes of 
the martyred Lincoln have gone westward as 
the vanguard of empire. Let us follow them, 
I was about to say, with the remains of Wash- 
ington. Butno. Brave hearts met the foes 
of our country as well here as there. The 
honor of the victory is as much due to the Kast 
as the West. Joined heart and hand in the 
great battle of freedom, we will remain thus 
joined in our efforts to perpetuate it. Let the 
father of the old Republic, remembered and 
honored by the people, rest quietly beside the 
old homestead of the nation; while the father 
of the new Republic sleeps near the new home 
of empire. 


EXPENDITURE, TARIFF, BONDS, ETC. 


Mr. BECK. Mr. Speaker, as i have no 
particular theme on which I desireto be heard I 
shall avail myself of the privilege of general 
debate here allowed to give my views as to what 
Congress ought now to do, representing as it 
does the people and States of the Union and 
supposed to be not only capable of passing, 

| but willing to pass such laws as will at the least 
cost secure the greatest good to the greatest 
number. It will, in my opinion, fail to meet 
the just expectations of the country if it does 
| not lop off the enormous and wastful expondi- 


| tare whereby the annual expenses of the Gov- 
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ernment bas been increased from 363,000,000 
in 1859 to not less than $350,000,000 now, an 
increase of over four hundred and fifty per 
cent., with an increase of population not ex- 
ceeding twenty-one per cent.; and especially 
if it fails to remove the burdens now crushing 
down all the great agricultural and producing 
interests of the country for the purpose of giv- 
ing an artificial value to the products of the 
manufacturing and mining monopolies of New 
ingland and Pennsylvania; and more especially 
if it fails in taking from the banking and bond- 


holding aristocracy which Radical legislation | 


las built up the exclusive and unwarranted 
privileges they now enjoy. 

That all these things can be done if Congress 
sees fit to exercise its undoubted power none 
willdeny ; that it will be false tothe great trust 
confided to it if it does not I propose to show. 
Why, | ask,should our ordinary expenses, saying 
nothing of interest onthe debt, more than quad- 
ruple those of ten years ago? No answer can 
he viven except the humiliating admission that 
fraud, corruption, and general demoralization 
have taken possession of the Government and 
its officials. Instead of honesty, capacity, and 
frugality being the test of competency for re- 
sponsible public position, party servility and 
a willingness to divide the spoils between the 
ollicial and the kinsmen, favorites, or tools of 
the parties in power whose influence secures 


the place seem now to be the only passports 


to stations of honor and profit. 

Livery department of the Government in and 
out of Washington is swarming with the adher- 
ents or retainers of prominent politicians for 
whose services there is no sort of use. Many 
of them are furloughed from month to month | 
without doing an hour’s work except walk to 
the Treasury and draw their pay. Others | 
crowd the rooms of the Departments, pretend- | 
inv (o be engaged; really acting as lobbyists, 
vo-betweens, and confidence men to these who | 


ave real or pretended claims against the Gov- |, 


ernment. No man now thinks of presenting | 
any claim to any Department without looking | 
around to see who he must buy to aid his | 
cheme or influence the decision. The justice | 
of his case is a secondary consideration. Jobs | 
of all sorts are concocted and set on foot to | 
enable the favorites of the prominent politicians | 


or oflicials to get rich, and the tax-payers of || 


the country have to foot the bills. Pay and | 
service bear no sort of relation to each other. 


transfer the money of the people into the pock- 


ets of the officials and their retainers. ‘Time | 


would fail me if I should attempt to set forth || 


even a tithe of what we have all heard and | 
seen, 

Members of the Fortieth Congress remem- | 
ber weil the spirited debate in July, 1868, 
when this House had under consideration the 


bill to reduce the Army, in which it was dem- || 


oustrated by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. BurLes] that hundreds of super- 
numerary officers of all grades, costing the peo- 
ple from six thousand up to twenty thousand 
dollars a year each, are retained and paid as 
pensioners on the labor of the people—some- 
times for this purpose called the Government— | 


out of whom millions are annually coerced by || 


direct and indirect taxation to support in idle- 
ness mere drones. Artifice upon artifice, it | 
was shown, is employed to keep not only the 
people but Congress in ignorance as to the 
amount thus filched from them. Rations and 
longevity rations, subsistence and commuta- | 
tions of all sorts of allowances, none of which 
are understood or intended to be, make up 
the income of these elegant parasites, in many 
instances, to double the salaries of the heads 
of Departments or of the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

it is an ascertained, I might say a conceded 
fact, that seventy-five per cent. of all the mil- 
lions annually appropriated for the Indians is 
stolen, I might show how hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars of the money received at the 





| 


Patent Otflice were squandered annually, till 
we had to stop in part the wholesale plander 
by requiring ail the funds received to be paid 
into the Treasury, so that we could at least 
know something about where it goes; how 


. mirrors costing $27,000 have lately been bought 


and paid for to fit up the internal revenue wing 
of the Treasury, which the Commissioner will 
not allow to be used, because of their extrava- 
gant and gaudy character, by subordinates, 
without the knowledge of the Secretary and 
without authority of law; how the most hon- 
est claims for money due on contracts for 
property sold and delivered are suspended and 
rejected because somebody says, or the bureau 
ofiicial says that somebody says, the claimant 
is disloyal, and it is only when some stool- 
pigeon is bought that the embargo is removed 
and the claimant gets half or one third of 
what the Government pays; how day by 
day clerks and employés are sent on the 
merest pretenses all over the country on extra 
pay and allowances of ten cents per mile, when 
they never pay more than three; how, by 
reason of illegal extra pay and allowances, the 
ollicers of the Navy now draw $2,000,000 more 
per aunum than it takes to pay off all the sail- 
ors undertheir command ; but, as I said, time 
would fail me if [ attempted to state even a tithe 
of the frauds and extortions daily perpetrated. 

It is not an exaggeration to say that in one 
form or other $50,000,000 is thus stolen and 
squandered annually on supernumeraries and 
retainers of the dominant party, while millions 
upon millions are at every session of Congress 
required in the form of deficiency bills, when in 
fact no deficiencies exist, except such as the 
Departments and bureaus create by defying our 
laws and disregarding all our efforts at retrench- 
ment and economy. ‘The rule, notthe excep- 
tion, now isif we appropriate, say, $5,000,000 
to an Auditor’s oflice, for which $7,000,000 had 
been for any cause previously allowed, for him 
to expend $7,000,000, very likely more, in 
spite of us, and send in a deficiency bill, when 
he knows and admits that the $2,000,000 be- 
yond the appropriation was expended in direct 
violation of law ; yet no one censures him ; his 
removal is not thought of; impunity embold- 
ens, till Congress is owned, controlled, and 
defied by the subordinate officers in the various 
Departments, and we are compelled to pay 
what is demanded or let those who have hon- 


|| estly done the work—the thieves and parasites 
‘The most adroit subterfuges are resorted to to || 
| 


are sure to get their pay early—suffer for the 


|| misappropriation of the funds by their supe- 


riors. 

No wonder the estimates for next year have 
increased nearly fifty million dollars even over 
all past extravagance. Let it never be for- 
gotten that the Government, as such, has no 
money and can have none except what is 
coerced year by year from the toiling millions; 
that while much of it is paid to the tax-gatherer 


| by the owners of the mines, the manufactories, 
the farms, and the workshops, it comes in the 
| first instance from the labor of the people. It 


'| should be especially recollected, 
|| the midst of the squanderings of untold mil- 
|| lions, that the last analysis of all wealth is the 


repeat, in 


sweat of the poor; that labor is the prime 
source of all revenue, and that Government, as 
such, loses nothing by the corruption, extrav- 
agance, and plunder now rampant in the land, 
and that every dollar stolen or squandered, 
either in the administration of Government or 
in the collection of its revenues, is again paid 
out of the labor of the people. 

What is detracted or abstracted from one 
source is squeezed out of another; the $350,- 
000,000 are obtained. That and all the steal- 
ages and squanderings are the annual tribute 
paid out of the toil of the masses for what we 
are so proud of boasting is the best Govern- 
ment the world ever saw. It ought to be the 


|| best ; it certainly costs the most. For exam- 
| ple: who supposes that out of the $100,000,000 


admitted to have been stolen in 1868 by officials 


‘| and their allies in the collection of the taxes 
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on whisky, while the tax was two dollars 
gallon, and out of not less than seventy million 
gallons so taxed we received only about thir, 
teen million dollars, that the Government }.. 
anything? Taxes on incomes, on manufacture 
on everything taxable, together with your eno. 
mous and ruinous protective tariffs furnish.) 
Government with all the money it could Weslo 
and every honest man in theland had to a2. 
good the robbery. Butthe direct stealing a:,.) 
squandering of the money of the people, enor. 
mous as it is, is notall, nor is it the worst of th. 
evils to which the people are subjected under 


| Radical misrule. Jobs and schemes are many. 


factured and invented to enable officials ay: 
their retainers to enrich themselves at th. 
expense of the community which never appear 
on the books of the Treasury, and none but {}), 
victims and their plunderers ever know or caro 
how great the swindle is. 

Let me illustrate. I will take but one eas, 
in a thousand, and that, perhaps, not the worst 
More than a million dollars, over seventy-five 
thousand dollars of it from my own State, has 
been and is being coerced out of the distillers of 
spirits under pretense of paying a man by the 
name of Tice, a pet of the former Commis. 


| sioner, for a meter to gauge spirits at the stil], 





; and admitted to be miserable failures. 


A price was fixed, and the money was required 
to be deposited in bank by aday named, on pain 
of confiscation of all their property by order of 
the Commissioner, (for commissioners can and 
do legislate and enforce their own laws when it 
suits them without consulting Congress.) ‘Tice 
has drawn it nearly all, yet only three meters 
have been put up or have been attempted to be 
put up in Kentucky, and they are now known 
Thos 
for which $1,000 are paid are manufactured |) 
Miles, Greenwood & Co., Cincinnati, as | am 
credibly informed, for not exceeding $4) 
Where the money has gone, who Tice divides 
with, [cannot prove ; but neither the Govern 
ment nor the people ever have or ever wi! 
receive one dollar of benefit from it. That, as 
I said, is but one of the numerous swindles 
that are daily and hourly perpetrated on pri- 
vate account which never see the light of day, 
and of which the victims dare not complain for 
fear of bringing down still more severely the 
heavy hand of their task-masters upon them. 
The facts I have stated are familiar to most 
members, and the Commissioner can be re- 
quired to furnish them if further information 
is desired. 

The number of spies, informers, store- 
keepers, gaugers, and vampires generally who 
are secretly and silently sucking the life-blool 
from the victims they are licensed to prey upou 
is legion; they drain from the honest industry 
of the country untold millions every year. Mr. 
Wells and Mr. Clarke, two of your officials 
who ought to be able to approximate the facts, 
estimate that nearly or quite one half of the 
amount annually paid by the people goes else- 
where than into the Treasury. Ihave no doubt 
it costs the people, in one form or other, half 
the amount of revenue collected to obtain what 
is obtained, and that one half of what gets into 
the ‘T'reasury and is there disbursed is neither 
necessary nor proper for the successful admin- 
istration of the Government, and that all these 
vast sums thus wrongfully coerced from the 
men whose labor produced them go into the 
pockets of the classes of men I have referred 
to and in the ways I have indicated. If the 
majority dominant here fail to pass such laws 
as will put a stop to this system of wholesale 
corruption and plunder their constituents will, 
I hope, see to it that other men shall fill their 
places in these Halls hereafter. ; 

I do not profess to be able, in a speech lin 
ited to an hour, to set forth the exact form 1"! 


which laws should be passed to punish and 


prevent the enormous frauds and extravagance 
now permeating and corrupting every Depart: 
ment of the Government, nor to indicate with 
any exactness, even if [ was well assured, pre- 
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aly what ought to be done relative to the 
sno tariff, the currency, and the bonded 
+ so as to give relief to the people and at 
came time do justice to the interests and 
viduals to be affected by the changes de- 
|. But I insist, because I believe, that our | 
nt tariff, while it cannot be abrogated alto- 
er in the present state of our indebtedness, 
ht to be modified and changed in many 
tial particulars, so as to relieve the great 
ass of the people from the burdens of its 
ist and partial operation. The people of 

(‘nited States are fast learning, and will 

, come to know, that a tariff is a tax, and 
+ only a tax, but in a vast majority of cases 
tax imposed on them, not to aid in paying the 
necessary expenses of the Government, but to 
oprich a few favored monopolists. 

here may have been a time in the infancy 
of the Republic, though even that is doubtful 
‘1 the light of past experience, when manu- 
‘actures and the arts needed the fostering and 
nrotecting care of the Government; when the 
, intry was poor, capital scarce, population 
eattered, and transportation difficult and 

tly; when the inventive genius of the peo- 
nle needed stimulants to call it into exercise 
and skilled mechanics were rarely to be found. 
But all that has passed away, and the reverse 
is now true; we are now not only able to sup- 
ply all our own wants in fair competition with 
the balance of the world, if each is left free to 
employ his own labor, skill, and capital in 
what he deems most profitable, selling his 
product where hecan sell highest, and buying 
what he wants where he can buy cheapest, but | 

n very many important branches of business 
we can supply foreign nations at prices that 
will defy competition, and realize large profits 
to the trade without taxing ninety-nine hun- 
dredths of the people as we now do to enable || 
one to make a fortune and impoverish all his 
neighbors in doing it. In other words,we have | 
served our apprenticeship long ago, and paid 
for the education and implements of our arti- 
sans and the buildings and machinery of our 
manufacturers, and it is now high time that | 
they should enter into competition witR the | 
rest of the world upon terms of equality, as 
our farmers and laborers have always been 
compelled to do. 

I know the power that is brought to bear 
against any proposition to withdraw privileges 
and prevent the organized and powerful few 
from plundering the scattered and therefore | 
powerless masses. High-sounding phrases and | 
patriotic catch-words are always ready and 
often almost omnipotent to prevent any inter- 
ference with established tyranny and wrong. 
Protection to home industry, security against 
the pauper labor of Europe, independence from || 
foreignersin all the materials necessary to carry 
on a successful war, and scores of other catch- 
words as plausible and as senseless, are the 
stock in trade of the monopolists, and the plun- 
dered people echo back the rallying ery and 
toil and sweat and starve to fill the pockets of 
their task-masters, believing that they are pro- 
moting some great patriotic idea. It has always 
been so and will always be till people learn to 
think for themselves and look through and 
behind professions at the principles which actu- 
ate those who utter them. 

[ need not tell how, in the midst of the ruins 
of the liberties of the ancient republics, when 
the luxuries and debaucheries of the rulers 
ground the people to the earth and extorted | 
from them all but a tithe of their hard earnings ; 
theglory of Greece and Rome; the triumphal 
processions ; the games and exhibition in the 
amphitheater ; the contests of the gladiators 
and the wild beasts were sufficient to drown 
‘he murmurs of the oppressed, and even to 
induce them to laud to the skies the munifi- 
cence and liberality of the oppressors, whose 
wealth was wrung from their own sweat and 
toil, whose minions were held like hounds in 
the leash to crush out any attempt by the || 
people to assert their ancient rights and |! 


m 





| assertions I have made. 


privileges. Nor need I refer to the means by 
which in more modern times Louis XIV, and 
those who followed him, destroyed the liberties 
of I’rance and reduced the masses of the people 
to the most abject penury and submission, 
compensating and silencing them by the mag- 
nificence of their works of art and the glories 
of the empire. We all know that oppressions 
the most terrible, extortions the most galling, 
and crimes the most horrible have ia all ages 


|} and in all countries been perpetrated and 
| exacted in the name of liberty and patriotism. 


To-day we are repeating the teachings of 
history, and under the raliying ery of loyalty 
and devotion to the Union of these States the 
dominant party have for three years, step by 
step, undermined and overthrown the very cit- 
adel of liberty itself. 

States have been ignored and legislated out 
of existence; not only every principle of the 
Constitution, but of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, have been subverted. Extortion, 
corruption, and extravagance have held un- 
controlled sway in the management of public 
affairs. All legislation has been to enrich a 
few favored monopolists, who by banks, tariffs, 
bonds, schemes, and jobs have become the 
richest men upon’ earth at the expense of a 
deluded people who have not only stood list- 
lessly by, but have thrown their hats in the air 


| and sung pzeans in honor of the men and the 


acts which where robbing them of their prop- 
erty and their guarantied rights. 
I propose briefly to show that my assertions 


are sustained by the facts. We collected from 


| customs for the year ending June 30, 1869, 


over one hundred and eighty million dollars 
in gold. If that sum, with the legitimate cost 
of its collection, represented the tax imposed 
upon the people, we might endure it, excessive 
as it is, provided all classes paid it anything 
like equally ; but when we come to understand 
that in order to obtain that amount of revenue 
we actually tax the labor of our own people over 
four hundred million dollars, and pay all the bal- 
ance into the coffers of a favored few to whom 
we have given the absolute control of the mar- 
kets of the United States by excluding foreign 


competition, thereby enabling them to charge | 


us for their products what they please, while 
the unprotected farmer, whose products make 
up one half at least of our annual accretion 
of wealth, has to compete in the markets of 
the world without protection in his sales of 
wheat, barley, cotton, rice, corn, and beef 
with the like products of the so-called pauper 
labor of the world, we will get a glimpse at 
least at the monstrous outrage of our present 


| system of tariff taxation. 


The Special Commissioner of the Revenue, a 
Radical official specially charged with the duty 
of furnishing the facts in this regard, has sent 
his report to this Congress, where it has been 
attacked with a bitterness and malignity which 
only proves how damaging the truths it contains 
are to the monopolists and their adherents on 
this floor. In their desperation and utter in- 
ability to refute many of the facts they sought 
to suppress its publication, lest the people 
should read and understand by what means they 
are being robbed under the guise of protection. 
The clamor for the facts was too strong, 
the press was too free; it could neither be de- 
stroyed nor hidden, and its facts will be read, 
considered and weighed; the efforts of the 
monopolists to malign, traduce, and vilify their 
official will not satisfy a people groaning under 
taxation. 

I intend to call attention specially to the 
exposé he makes on pages 108, 109, 110, and 
111, as showing conclusively the truth of the 
He shows that with 
the present duty of nine dollars per ton in gold 


| on pig-iron we only derive a revenue of about 
one million dollars annually. On salt, with a 


duty of eighteen cents in bulk and twenty-four 
cents in bags per hundred pounds, we derive 
a revenue of about one million five hundred 
thousand dollars. On undressed lumber, plank, 
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shingles, &c., with our present tariff of twenty 
per cent. thereon, our revenue is §$1,250.0 ‘). 
On leather, other than japanned and patent 
leather, with a duty of from twe nty- 
thirty-five per cent., our revenue is aly 
million three hundred and sixty thous 
lars. On lastings and serge, used and « 
ladies’ and other shoes, with a tariff of {i 
cent., our revenue is about one mill 
handred and fifty thousand dollars. ‘Total « 
the articles above named, say, 
ile then proceeds to show by facts indis 
putable that if the duty on pig-iron was reduced 
to three dollars per ton we would saveannually 
to the people $10,800,000. If on salt it w: 


"60,000, 


reduced to nine and twelve cents per hundred 
pounds we would reduce the present tax paid 
thereon by the consumer about four million 
dollars. Ifthe character of lumber above set 
forth was admitted duty free we would avoid 
taxes now imposed on us to at least $16,000,- 
000, and if leather, lastings, and serge were ad- 
nitted free we would on these items escape 
taxation now imposed to the extent of $18,000, 
000, makinga total taxation saved tothe people 
of $48,800,000, from which we now realize 
about six and a quarter millions; in other 
words, these articles now produce, say, six and 
a quarter millions of revenue under existing 
tariff taxation, and to obtain that for the pu 
poses of the Government the people annually 
pay nearly forty-nine millions, forty-two and a 
half of which is stolen fromthem by iniquitous 
legislation and transferred to the pockets of a 
few favored and protected monopolists. If the 
Commissioner had shown what would have been 
the saving if the tax on pig-iron and salt wa 
removed altogether his aggregate would have 
been over sixty millions, instead of forty-nine 
millions. 

He shows, I think, conclusively that by the 
monopoly on iron the people pay now not less 


than from ten to twelve dollars per ton more 


than would leave the producer a fair profit on 
his product, every dollar of which is wrongfully 
abstracted from the pocket of every man who 
uses a spade, hoe, plow, or wagon; who drives 
a nail in his roof or puts a shoe en his horse ; 
and so with each of the other articles enum 
erated. 
every foot of plank used in any form, every 
shoe that is worn, costs nearly double what it 
ought, and only one eighth of the increased 
cost goes to support the Government, seven 
eighths being appropriated by the producers 
of these articles of prime necessity. And so it 
is with everything else, from the cradle to the 
coffin, from the hats on our heads to the shoes 
and socks on our feet, we are taxed almost 
beyond endurance, with the same results and 
for the same purposes. If human ingenuity 
had been tortured to devise ways and means 
to impoverish the masses of the people and to 
snrich a few great miners and manufacturers 
at their expense it could not have invented 
a more thorough and exhaustive system, and 
all under the specious pretext of encouraging 
and promoting home industry and protecting 
the people against foreign pauper competition. 

Men often wear the livery of the court of 
Heaven to serve the devilin. I am not sure 
that I ever saw it more successfully done than 
in the guise of the protective tariff we are now 
cursed with. I donot want to weary the House 
with details, but I want the principle illustrated, 


that whenever a tariff becomes protective, that 


is, cuts off or curtails materially the supply 


' that is raised cheaper abroad than we can raise 


it, it ceases to be a tariff for revenue and be- 
comes a tax on the people to enrich a favored 
class without any sort of benefit to the tax 

payer, as illustrated by the cases just stated. 
Why, L ask, should men be diverted from em 

ployments naturally profitable to those which 
can only be made so by taxing the mass of the 
people? Iforanges, figs, dates,and bananas can 
be raised cheaper by the people of Cuba than by 
the people of the United States, and we can 
raise wheat, corn, beef, and pork cheaper than 


Kivery ounce of salt put in our food,’ 
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the people of 


island 


Cuba, why tax the fruits of that 
30 as to exclude their introduction, and 
induce our people to abandon industries which 
ir soiland climate make naturally profitable 
ised at great additional labor and 
\Vould not such a course bean idle 
te of the industrial energies of 
sides requiring our consumers 
to pay double, perhaps treble 
mat they are worth in open market? 

\!l obstacles thrown in the way of procuring 
tthe che apest rate what is ors believed to be 
ary to comfort is that much capital lost, 
; much as if destroyed by fire 
tintothe sea. Common senseand a just 
regard for the equal rights of all would in the 
cnse suggested so legislate as to enable and 
induee our producers of grain, beef, and pork 
to ship their produce to Cuba if they could get 
more for it there than at home, and bringa re- 
furn cargo of fruits. Both would be benefited 
exchange of commodities ; commerce 


‘ 
ir 

ony ve ra 
! 
} 


Wis 
‘ r peomie., bye 


of these fruits 


neces 
thrown away, a 


orcnu 


by the 
vould be bailt up; 
for another, and the greatest amount of good 
with the least expenditure of 
realized. 

Gut recurring again to the views of the Com- 
inissioner on the subject of iron; and his care- 
fully prepared data will and ought to have 
more weight than my statements; therefore I 
use them. He shows, on page 81, that ‘‘the 
average expenditure requisite to produce a ton 


of pig-iron in the United States at the present | 
time, inciading a liberal interest on the capital | 


invested and a fair allowance for repairs and 
incidentals, may be fairly salaaed at from 
twenty-four to twenty-six dollars in currency.’’ 
ile then proceeds to show that the average sell- 
ing price of pig-iron is from thirty-six to thirty- 


even dollars per ton, being ten or twelve dol- || 


lars per ton more than is proper to give that 
branch of industry the same profits that other 
industries enjoy. Again, he says, on page 53: 

It therefore follows that the price of American 
: ig-tron may have been maintained at nine dollars 


r ton gold, or eleven dollars currency, in excess of | 


whatneed to have have been paid by consumers but 

rv the tax; and if thereby the sum of $20,000,000 
was transferred to the comparatively few iron- 
masters, although it may not have been all profit to 


them, and may simply have warranted them in pro- | 


ducing iron ata higher cost, yet it represents three 
and one-fourth per cent, of the whole annual saving 
of the nation diverted or taken from those who actu- 
ally earned it for the benefit of probably not over 
one thousand individuals, who are the proprietors 
of trou furnaces. 

‘Again, let us take the case of salt, the duty on 
the importation of which in bulk is eighteen cents 
perheandred pounds, or (with gold at 133) twenty-two 
sud ahalfeents currency. The present consumption 
of salt in the United States is estimated at about 
thirty-nine million bushels per annum, the price of 
which has been enhanced from twenty and twenty- 
three cents in 1860 to forty and fifty cents in 1869, 
Now, if we assume that the imposition of a tariff on 
salt of from eighty to one hundred and eight per 
cent (see imports of 1868) has unecessarily increased 
the general cost of this indispensable article to the 
oxtent of only ten cents per bushel, we have thereby 
subjected the community to a tax of $3,900,000 per 
annum, or have diverted, in the consumption of this 
single article, from what would have been an other- 
wise natural distribution of the net earnings of the 
nation more than half of one per cent. 

** Similar deductions may be made in respect to 
lumber, the materials which enter into the composi- 
tion of boots and shoes, and the manufacture of fur 
and felt hats; tosteel, carpets, blankets, woolen goods 
of every description, and a great variety of other 
articles, the prices of all of which have been greatly 
and unnecessarily enhaneed by special and partial 
legislation.” 


| have consumed this much time and given | 


the prominence I have to, the facts bearing 
especially on pig-iron, salt, lumber,and leather, 
because they, being articles of prime necessity 
to all the people, illustrate as well as any other 
class of articles the enormous subsidies levied 
on us all for the benefit of a few cormorants 
who are even now urging an increase of duty 
on all these things to still further oppress and 
impoverish the masses and glut their own 
rapacity. 

It would be impossible to speak of all or 
even a tithe of the articles or the interests 
protected and enriched “4 the present tariff. 
Some idea may be formed of the extent of its 


one commodity would pay 


labor would be | 


ramifications by the fact that it contains over 
nine hundred and fifty dutiable articles of 
drugs and druggists’ goods alone; that it 
reaches every article necessary for human 
health and comfort, or for national or indi- 
vidual progress; that its average duties is 
forty-eight per cent. in gold, or equal to sixty- 
five per cent. in the currency, for which prod- 
uce has to be sold, while on many of the 
articles of prime necessity and universal re- 
quirement the tax is two hundred and fifty, and 
on some five hundred per cent. on the value of 


the article; and it may be safely stated that at | 


least three fourths of all the tax thus paid by 
the people is paid at least on all articles pro- 
duced or manufactured in this country to those 


who are thus given the monopoly: to the | 


owners of the salines, the ore-banks, the mines, 


andthe manufactories, who thus rule and reign | 


over the people and coerce whatever they 
choose to demand from the unprotected masses 


whose necessities compel them to buy at the | 
price demanded. It is not unworthy of remark || 


take pains to represent as downtrodden and 
tax-ridden—beyond all question the greatest 
manutacturing, and now the greatest commer- 
cial nation on the globe, made so by our folly— 
their tariff has but fifty-five items in it for 
all the various departments of business, while 
ours has, I have no doubt, at least five thou- 
sand five hundred. 


that in England, whose people we frequently | 
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in 1860; besides, as I have attempted to show 
and could demonstrate if I had time, pa nd . 
the monopolists for whose benefit this tari | 
imposed not less than $333,000,000 ae t} - 
times the amount of the tax obtained a 
Government. Perhaps the best way to ah 
birds-eye view of the ruinous effect of the pro. 
ent tariff on American industry in eenenl " 
to look for a moment at its effect on America, 
commerce, and for that purpose I turn oder 
to the report of Commissioner Wells for 1869, 


page 30, taking the years 1860 and 1869 as the 





test. He gives this table: 
imports, exports, and reéxporte, 
1860. 1869, 

ORE CeRhO sn. scccensienssiiadined 762,288,550 $876,364.08) 
American vessels...........++++ 507,247,757 288'916 go> 
Foreign vessels............ es.eee 200,040,793 587,447.13 

. 
Preponderance, American $252,206,964 
Preponderance, foreign...... $298,530. 990 








Gain at eight per cent., 
AMETICAN......c0rereeereree sooeee 
Gain at eight per cent., for- 
GEE. 52 <cccessoccsosesaestnorepescoses $23,882,415 
It will thus be seen that nine years ago, under 
a low tariff, our commercial marine in compe: 


$20,176.557 


| tion with foreign nations for the carrying of 
our imports, exports, and reéxports, allowine 


It is easy to see to what extent fraud, cor- | 


by bad men who seek public position merely 
for plunder, and who think it no crime to rob 
the Government, is necessarily fostered and 
encouraged by such a tax-list, and how the ordi- 
' nary expenses of the Government are swelled 
| beyond measure in keeping up such a horde 
of custom-house officers and the swarms of 


| juncts and retainers. 


even by the most ardent advocates of protec- 
tion as possible. Thirty per cent. average on 
taxables, with alarge free fist, when the people 
were exempt from the enormous internal rev- 
enue taxation under which we are now groan- 
ing, was deemed even by them the utmost limit 
of the taxable capacity of Amerjcan industry ; 
and that was po 
till we could build up manufacturing and other 
industries requiring a erge outlay of capital, 
which few then possessed, and to enable us 
to educate and train our mechanics and artisans 
_ to the standard of skill attained in other older 
and richer courstries. Experience proved that 
American industry needed no such stimulus as 
either thirty or twenty-five per cent. tax in the 
form of a tariff, and that the people ought not 
to be required to make such a sacrifice. It 
was gradually reduced, till in 1859 and 1860 
the per cent. on dutiable articles was nineteen 
per cent. in the same currency as the people 
obtained for their products, and on the aggre- 
gate of imports fourteen per cent. 

I call the attention of members to the table 
marked Appendix F’, atthe close of Mr. Wells’s 
report for 1868, which shows the revenue col- 
lected each year from 1789 to 1868, the amount 
of dutiable imports and free goods imported 
annually, and the average rate of duty on im- 
|| ports. { will read only those of 1860 and 1868, 
as sufficiently illustrating my argument : 














H 1860. 1s, 

| CeastOMas....<2oce.c+e0s -ceses $53,187,511 00  $164,464,599 56 
| Freo....... abecdacasileia 90,841,749 00 29,804,147 00 
| Dutiable........ staid . 279,872,327 00 343,605,301 00 
| Dotal ncooes adaeel $362,166,254 00 $373,409,448 56 
Percent. dutiable...... 19.00 47.86 


Per cent. aggregate... 14.07 44.00 

It will thus be seen that while the total im- 
ports increased only a fraction over $11,000,000 
with twenty-one per cent. increase of popu- 
lation, the direct tax paid, of course, by the 
American consumer to obtain the goods im- 
| ported, amounted in 1868 to $111,000,000 in 
‘| gold ata premium of, say, thirty-five more than 





ruption, smuggling, and all the arts resorted to | 


thieves, spies, and informers that are their ad- | 
j Never before was such | 
taxation as we are now subjected to considered | 


expected to be temporary || 9,.44 by the United States....ccecccccccccecseee S050), 














eight per cent. as the profit, realized over then, 


/ all annually $20,176,557; while under oy, 
| present high tariff not only is all that lost, but 


foreigners make out of us annually in that trade 
a balance of $23,882,416, a difference agains: 
us in that branch of industry of $44,058,973— 
within a fraction of $9,000,000 of the whole 
amount collected under the tariff of 1860, and 


| almost enough to pay the whole expenses of 


the Government atthattime. The $44,000,000 
thus lost annually is gone forever and spent 
in foreign countries. Ifour own people getour 
money, whether honestly or dishonestly, *! 
country gets some benefit of it. Whetine 
is spent in building fine houses, extending | 
tories, opening mines, or even in fine carri» 
fast horses, or at the gaming table, some!) 
gets it who uses it at home. The loss cf 
commerce has no such redeeming or restor' 
influence ; once gone, ali paid out not o» 
weakens us but strengthens rival nations. 
the close of 1860 the tonnage of the world « 
as follows: 


By Great Britain and dependencies............. 
BEE OE Pe IIIR cdiccosncoenentnwsepniarshtstnrpnness, Di 





It will thus be seen that nine years ago w: 


| had almost one third of the tonnage of the 


world in our hands—nearly as much as Lvg 

land, and within a fraction of as much a 

all the other nations of the earth. Where is 
it? England has nearly doubled; other na 

tions have leaped forward in the race, aud 

we, with an increase of commercial wealth and 
population in the last ten years unequaled hy 
any of them, have fallen back, so that on the 
3d day of June, 1868, we had only 4,518,00 
tons. Do you answer by saying that the Ala 
bama and other rebel cruisers destroyed our 
ships. To some extent that was true; but for 
every ship destroyed there were fifty factorics 
and machine-shops destroyed by the conten: 

ing armies on our own soil, Sherman, 11 
his march to the sea, destroyed more of tv 
elements of national wealth than forty Ala 
bamas could have done. Why are all the in- 
ternal factories and work-shops built up 0 
restored? Because Congress has taxed 1! 
whole people by the monopolies granted '» 
manufacturers, and thus enabled them to « 

sv. Why are not our ships rebuilt and ov 
commerce restored? Because you have tax 
by your tariffs and your internal revenue ever): 
thing that constitutes aship, from the first plan 
and the first nail that is used to the last ro) 
that is tied, from fifty to two hundred and !il\y 
per cent., so that an iron steamer that cos's 
$150,000 in Glasgow will cost $250,000 in New 
York ; and a fishing schooner costing $60,000 
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Portland or Gloucester can be built for 

- 990 in New Brunswick or Nova Scotia. 
“while the building, machinery, and mate- 
':) vour manufactories on the land only 
n competition with others protected like 
jiyes trom foreign competition, your 
. have to seek their freights in the markets 
world, where your tariffs cannot reach, 
ve to compete with cheap, untaxed ships 
did not cost much more than one half what 
j .. with sailors wearing clothes that donot 
(what ours wear; and thus by our own 
_as 1 said, England and other countries, 
“than we, have not only tal 


in 


ken the carry- 
trade of the world from us, but have come 
our own ports and taken nearly all ours. 
. js not an American steamer now en- 
wed in the foreign trade that is not sustained 
» Government subsidies; that is, by taxes 
ed on the people. What few ships we 
i are for the coastwise trade and for lake 
od river navigation, and they can only be 
t because by our registry laws vessels built 
n foreign ports are not allowed to be registered 
ys American ships or to be used in our coast- 
wise and internal commerce. 
\Ve used to inscribe on our banners ‘‘ free 
rade and sailors’ rights,’’ and contend, and 
contend properly, that there could be no free 
commerce without national ships; that our 
hips and our sailors were our bulwarks, and 
that our fag waved and secured respect for 
our people in every port on the globe. Now, 
by our tariffs and taxation, we have driven 
chem from the seas. Foreign flags fill the ports 
of New York and all our sea-board cities ; for- 
eign immigrants come and our own people go 
in foreign bottoms; we have ceased to be a 
Power on the ocean in the great struggle for 
the world’s traflic ; and all this is done that a 
few New England manutacturers and a few 
Peunsylvaniairon-masters maybecome nabobs. 


tis by the merchant ship alone that the great | 


wd growing agricultural products of the coun- 
iry can be forwarded to their ultimate markets. 


Our cotton, tobacco, rice, wheat, corn, beef, || 


pork, indeed all the products of our soil which | 


produce us all our legitimate exchange, are 

dependent on our commercial marine as 
they are On Our rivers, canals, and railroads. 
London, Liverpool, Paris, and the great cities 


{ the world are the ultimate markets for our |; 


urplus products, and there we are obliged by 
the very necessity of the case, unprotected by 
uy tariff, to meet and contend with the cotton 
{ India, the wheat of Hungary and Russia; 
a short, with free goods in a free market. 
very man knows that the great grain and 
cattle markets of America are controlled and 
governed by the markets of Europe. 
gram announcing a decline of ten cents a 
bushel in wheat or one cent. a pound in cot- 


ton, beef, or pork in London instantly causes | 
4 like decline in New York and Chicago. No 


prohibitory or protective tariff saves the farmer. 
A like decline in Europe in iron, in manufac- 
‘ures, in anything where we have taxes of 
sixty-five or one hundred and fifty per cent. to 
ve paid on the value before our market is 


reached or affected has no such corresponding | 


influences on those here so protected ; hence the 
injustice, the monstrous inequality and wrong 
olour present system. Agriculture and nearly 
all its products unprotected ; the iron, the loco- 
motive, the cars, andall that transports it tothe 
sea-board groaning under taxation; the ships 
thatshould carry it over the sea, and that ought 
(o beas free as the wind that wafts them, taxed 
out of existence, till we have to pay foreign 


olist in New England whom Congress has 
determined to enrich at his expense. 
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If Con- | 


gress wishes to assure itself of the magnitude | 


of the agricultural interests of this country 
which is thus trodden under footand sacrificed 


for other and far less important industries I 


will again refer members to the report of Com- 
missioner Wells for 1869, pages 15 to 20. The 
following is the conclusion of his detailed state- 
ment: 

A summary statement of the values created by 


the leading industries of the country would there 
fore appear to be substantially as foilows: 


TRIPRG IEC ooo ccteuncctechtaceccecenceaceascenancceccesc ae | 


paw 


Cotton manufacture... 

W oolen manufacture.............ccccceceee scene 
[ron production, pig and bar............. 
Leather manufactures...............cccscceceeees 
Railway service 

Visheries 


66,000,000 
119,950,000 
222,600,000 
bs Ubducns séseckubinclacdivdne cScbbeeted 260,000,000 
sibiatitlailtltathccbiescwachbbds saiased 100,000,000 





it thus appears that the values annually 
created by agriculture are more than three- 
fold greater than that of all the other indus- 
tries therein enumerated combined, and nearly 
one half of all the accruing annual wealth of 
the country. You have only to look at your 
price currents in any public newspaper to see 


for his produce of what he received two years 
ago he has to pay about asmuch as he did then 
for whatever he buys. Why? Because he sells 
in an open unprotected market, and is forced to 
buy in one ohete the seller is protected in his 
extortions by an enormous tariff. This Con- 
gress is responsible for every dollar that is 
thus taken out of the pockets of the mass of 
consumers, and every man in it ought to be 
hurled from place and power if he sanctions 
or permits such outrages to continue. 

L have no hope that the dominant party will 
take any steps to grant relief to the labor of 
the country. They have never failed to respond 
to the demands of the monopolists and the 
moneyed aristocracy. When in June, 1864, 
under the pressure of the war debt and the 


71,500,000 | 


$4, 223,000,000 | 





necessity for raising immediate revenue, Con- | 


gress imposed a tax of five per cent. on manu- 
factures, it imposed a corresponding increase 
of tariff on the consumers of these products, 
so that the manufacturers actually made money 
out of the tax. In March, 1868, while nearly 
every other tax was continued, the five per 
cent. tax on manufactures was released, but 
the increased tariff remains. Sixty million 
dollars was thus not only given upto the manu- 
facturers, but the corresponding $60,000,000, 
secured to them by the increased tariff of 1864, 


|| is still being ae to them out of the sweat of 
| the people. 
A tele- |} 


ndeed, almost the first move that 
loyal, patriotic, sagacious New England made 


|| when the war began was to put money in her 


lations to be our carriers; and when at last the | 


larmer gets his eargo to London or Paris and 
sells it by underselling all competitors and pur- 


chs : * ~ | 
tases his return cargo with the proceeds of 


Us sales, so that the ships he has chartered may 
Hot return idle and empty, he finds at New 

ork the commodities for which he exchanged 
his products taxed from sixty-five to twe nun- 
“red and fifty per cent. before he can land 
‘hem, lest he should undersell some pet monop- 
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purse. It would seem natural to suppose that 
when the war broke out and the country re- 
quired extraordinary supplies of clothing and 


| all the material necessary to carry on such a 


struggle; when her sons were rushing to the 


|| politicians know it well. 


|| schemes. 
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representation here as soon as the war closed, 
and why they have been manipulated, recon 
structed, and re-reconstructed, was because any 
Representatives from those States having the 
slightest regard for the interest of their people 
would have voted at once in solid phalanx for 
the repeal of all the oppressive tariff laws 
which the eastern capitalists and their Repre 
sentatives here have foisted upon the country 
To prevent that they had to be kept out and 
men put into Congress, by Congress, who not 
only do not represent their constituents, but 
who have to obey the orders of the dominant 
party in order to retain their places and draw 
their salaries. The more cordially they hate 
their constituents the more their so-called con- 
stituents despise them, the better they suit the 
party in power, and the more certain they are 
to vote as they are ordered. 

l‘or the genuine Representatives of the cot- 
ton, rice, and tobacco- producing States to vote 
for or sanction such a tariff as we now have 
is simply an absurdity, and the New England 
Of course some ex- 
It would not do to 
The country had to be fooled 


cuse had to be framed. 
| tell the truth. 


|| and deluded, and nothing could do it so well 
that while the farmer now gets only about half || 


as the cry of protection to loyal men, punish 
ment for the rebels, to make treason odious, 
torallyroundthe flag. These were more potent 
-atchwords in the feverish state of the public 
| mind than the old dodge of protecting American 
| industry, of preventing competition from the 
pauper labor of Europe, of building up home 
manufactures, &c., once, in the absence of more 
stirring appeals, so freely resorted to to hood- 
wink the masses of the people. ‘The only 
amazing thing is that men professing to repre- 
sent the great producing interests of the West 
should join in and aid in carrying out such 
It can only be accounted for on the 
| ground that those young and growing States 
are yet represented by men who by education, 
| and association are New England men. They 
fail to appreciate the fact that the West has in 
terests to be protected as well as New England, 
or they lack the courage to assert the equality 
of rights to which their people are entitled. 
The men of the West as well as the men of the 
South will soon learn, if they do not realize i 
already, that the power of this Government i 
rapidly marching westward; that they have 


|| paid tribute too long to New England; and if 


tented fields, and workshops and factories were | 
| being deserted in their zeal for the preservation 


| of the Union, and, as was then said of the Con- 


stitution, that inducements would have been 


| held out to all neutral Powers to supply us with 
|| the materials of war, clothing, equipments, 


&e., for soldiers at the lowest possible rate; 
instead of that the tariff which in 1861 was 
eighteen per cent. on an average was in 1862 
raised to nearly twenty-seven, in 1863 to over 
thirty-three, in 1864 to thirty-seven and soon 
after to forty-three; now it has reached forty- 
eight, requiring gold all the time, although 
they had by law repudiated their agreement to 
pay their own debts in gold, and untold millions 


were thus pocketed by the monopolists, who | 


not only speculated on the misfortunes of their 
country, but denounced all who opposed their 
schemes as rebels, copperheads, or aiders and 
abettors of treason. 

I presume it is a fact well known to all intel- 
ligent men outside of these Halls that the only 
reason why the States of the South were denied 


|| insure repudiation.’’ 


their present Representatives do not assert 
their rights they will send men who will. The 
| western men in this Congress had better be 
| wise in time and remove the load now crushing 
their people to the dust, or they will go down 
under the just indignation of a people whose 
trusts they have betrayed, whose rights they 
have ignored and sacrificed to monopolists 
who have no just claims upon them or their 
people. 

Before my hour expires I desire to say a few 
words, as | may not have another opportunity, 
in suppert of the proposition I stated when | 
rose, that Congress ought to reverse its past 
action and in its future legislation pay some 
regard to the rights of the people, instead of 
taxing them to death to build up a moneyed 
aristocracy of bankers and bondholders, as it 
has been doing by all its past legislation. It 
ought to begin by repealing the act of March 
18, 1869, entitled ‘‘An act to strengthen the 
| public credit,’’ or at least change its title, as 
suggested in the paper read by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. BurLer] on the 24th 
of February last, while the bill was under dis- 
cussion, to *‘ A bill to increase the burden o! 
| taxation, encourage the export of bonds, and 


real repudiators in this country are those 
who are crushing the people to the earth with 
unequal taxation and goading them to desper 
| ation.’’ 
Nobody believes that the binding effect of 
| the original law under which the bonds of the 
| Government known as five-twenty bonds were 
| bought and sold either was or could be altered 


As therein stated,‘* the 
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by any declaration contained in the act of 
March last. The pledge therein contained, that 


all the bonds should be paid in gold “ except || 


in cases where the law authorizing the issue of 


such obligations has expressly provided that || 


the same may be paid in lawful money or other | 
currency than gold and silver,’’ was an illegal | 


and unwarranted attempt to tax the people 
with hundreds of millions of dollars more than 
they were under any obligations to pay or the 
bondholder could demand in any court of jus- 
tice, and an attempt to authorize the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury to pay off in gold or a 
with lawful money at any premium he chose 
the obligations which Congress well knew the 
people had a right to pay and the holders were 


compelled to receive in the same money with | 


which they had been bought and paid for. 
Whatever power the British Parliament may 
have to pass statutes declaratory of their unwrit- 
ten common law no such power exists in Con- 
gress; none is needed, as our Constitution and 
laws are all written, and cannot be forgotten. 


Chancellor Kent, in his Commentaries, volume | 


1, page 513, in notes, says: 


**Tteeems to be settled as the sense of the courts 


of justice in this country that the Legislature can- || 
not pass any declaratory law or act declaratory of || 
what the law was before its passage so as to give it | 


any bioding weight with the courts. Itis only evi- 
denee of the eense of the Legislature as to the préex- 
isting law. ‘The powersof Governwent in this coun- 
try are distributed in departments, and each depart- 
ment is confined within its constitutional limits. 


‘The power that makes is notthe power to construe a || 


law. ‘The latter trust belongs te the judicial depart- 
ment exclusively.” 

The act of March last provides further that 
none of the bonds ‘‘ not already due’’ shall be 
paid before maturity, unless legal-tender notes 
shall be convertable into coin at the option of 
the holder. Does maturity mean when the 
holder of the bond has the right to demand 
payment? If so, none of the five-twenties 
mature till 1882. Does it mean when the 
United States has the right to pay them? If 


so, $5,147,716 had matured when the act was | 
passed, and $6,442,154 has now matured. Ifthe | 


first be the true construction your Secretary of 
the Treasury has been guilty of an impeachable 
offense for violation of a plain statute, because 
he reports to us that he has since the Ist of 
March last purchased $75,477,800 of these 
five-twenty bonds and expects to purchase 
$75,000,000 more before the 1st of July next. 
If it means when the United States had the 
right to pay them, and $5,147,716 had matured, 
I still contend that the Secretary had no right 
io do more then pay or redeem them in the 
currency which by law we had declared should 
be ‘*a legal tender at its face value for alldebts 
public and private, except duties on imports 
and interest on the public debt.”’ 

Che Secretary does not condescend to tell 
us what he paid for them, as he could have 
done in a line by saying, ‘‘ I have purchased 
$75,477,800 of five-twenty bonds, for which I 
paid ninety-five or a hundred million dollars,”’ 
according to the truth, ‘‘and I expect to buy 
the other $75,000,000 at the same rate ;’’ yet 
we all know the fact to be that he bought 
them at a premium not far from eighteen or 
twenty per cent. If President Johnson had 
assumed such power, or anything like it, he 
would have been hurled from place and power 
by the Secretary and his coadjutors in less than 
an hour after the facts were proved. If the 
Secretary had $100,000,000 in the vaults of the 
l'reasury, and was sure of another $100,000,000 
by the Ist of next July, which had been wrung 
by the tax-gatherer from the sweat of the toil- 
ing millions—more than could be decently spent 
or squandered, why did he not report the 
fact to Congress and instead of paying, say, 
$40,000,000 of it to the already bloated bond- 
holder to get him to surrender $150,000,000 of 
bonds paid for and payable in the legal-tender 
notes of the country, enable us, if we had any 
regard for decency and the rights of the tax- 
payers left, to pass a law requiring him, as of 
course he did not feel like doing it himself, to 


| tion. 
| coal, their salt, their iron, their lumber, their 
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notify the holders of the first $100,000,000 of | 
five-twenty bonds issued, that we, in accord- | 


ance with our rights and our contract, were 
ready to pay, and that, being so ready, we would 
pay no further interest on that sum after Jan- 
uary 1, 1870; and tosay further to the holders 
of the $100,000,000 next issued that we would 
pay, say, $15,000,000 per month up to July 1, 
1870, and interest should stop on that amount 


| of bonds according to their numbers and date 


of issue monthly. 

‘The payment of $12,000,000 in gold annually 
would thus have been stopped, $40,000,000 
more of the debt would have been paid, and 
the bondholder would have received money 
worth fifty per cent. at least more than it was 
at the time he paid it for the bond he was 
required to surrender. That much, at least, 
could have been taken from the load of taxa- 
The honest income of the people, their 


shoes, or something equally necessary, might 


| have been cheapened at least to the extent of 


the interest paid. While I do not believe that 


| it is either politic or proper to oppress a peo- 
| ple whose energies have been prostrated, and 


whose property and resources have been de- 
stroyed and cut off as ours have been, by such 


| a wasting and devastating war as that in which 


the country has been engaged, a war, as Com- 
missioner Wells asserts and well nigh proves, 
which destroyed $9,000,000,000 of the wealth 
of the country, to hasten by taxation the 
payment of the present enormous debt, yet 
every dollar that has been collected should be 
honestly applied to the extinguishment of it. 
If the interest is paid the relative magnitude 
of the debt diminishes every year as wealth 
and population increase. ‘Twenty years hence 
our means and capacity ought to be double 
what it is to-day. 1 am of those who believe 
that you can never bring about specie payments 
or increase the value of the legal-tender notes 
of the country one cent by legislation. You 


may rob the people by coercion or despotic | 


power, and take their money and give it to the 
bondholders, of which, perhaps, many of you 
are a part, but you only destroy the capacity 
of the people to pay what remains by so doing. 

Congress was only wise enough to cease 
its persecution of the southern States and let 
the people feel and the world see that we are 
once more at peace; if it would lighten and 
equalize taxation, restore commerce, and foster 
the development of the immense resources of 
the country ; if it would receive at least twenty 
per cent. of its impost duties in its own legal 
tenders from cach man who pays, and increase 
the per cent. as the demand for gold diminishes 


and the difference between gold and paper be- | 


comes less, all questions about greenbacks and 
gold would speedily vanish. The present de- 
mands of the Government for money to pay its 
immense expenditures, coupled with the amount 
required to be kept on fontine the banks, takes 
nearly one halfthe circulation. Upto 1860 the 
Government demand did not take over one 
fourth of the money theninuse. There is not 
only no reason why our paper currency at its 
present volume may not be maintained, but it 
might even be increased and its value main- 
tained. The distances from which our crops 
have to be moved to reach the sea-board are 
increasing every year; prices generally are 
higher; of course it takes just twice as much 
money to move a crop of wheat which costs 
$1 50 a bushel as it does to move one which 
costs seventy-five cents a bushel. It is to be 
hoped and expected that prices will keep up; 
if not, with the high prices to be paid for every- 
thing the farmer buys, he must starve. 

But I am in advance of what I intended to 
say. I repeat that it is folly for any man to 
pretend to believe that the principal of the 
five-twenty bonds was not payable in legal- 
tender notes. The same law, that of February 
25, 1862, which by its first section made these 
notes a legal tender and caused each note 
issued to be indorsed, ‘‘This note is a legal 


on the public debt,’’ by its second 
| directed the issue and sale of the five. 
| bonds for gold at its market value or for leoai 
| tender notes at par. “Ba 
| article of merchandise ; legal-tende 
| made the money of the 
| creditors, public and private, were 


fewer sacrifices and paid a smaller equivalent 
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tender at its face value for all debts, public ana 
private, except duties on imports and interes: 


Sect: 
twenty 


Gold was treated as ar 
r notes were 
country, which , 
1 t bound ; 
receive at its face value, and it was eo ;, 
dorsed that no man might be mistaken 
was the measure of the value of the bond wi 

sold; it was agreed that it should be the stay 

ard of its value when paid. I care not wha 
any Secretary, what Mr. Jay Cooke, or a. 
agent may have said on one side, or Mi; 
Stevens or anybody -else on the other, ‘), 
law governs ; its provisions are plain. he tay 
payer is bound only to furnish money acco: 
ing to the law; no agent of the Governmer 
could bind him to pay otherwise, and the a 
tempt by this Congress in the act of Maye 
last, and by the Secretary in his purchase o/ 
bonds, is a clear, palpable, violation of |q, 
and an illegal effort to rob the people of at leas: 
$400,000,000 for the benefit of the least merito 


|| rious class of the public creditors. 


I say least meritorious, because they mad: 
for the amount received than any other clas: 
of public creditors. It is a well-known fact tha: 
very many of these bondholders, when the Jaw 
making the United States notes a legal-tender 
was passed, refused to pay back in gold money 
which they had then borrowed and owed jy 
gold, but took the gold which they justly owed 
their creditorsand bought greenbacks, socalled. 
paying not over forty or fifty cents of the go|\ 
belonging to their creditors per dollar for them, 
and with the greenbacks so bought paid their 
debts for gold borrowed. ‘The residue, fifty oy 
sixty per cent. of the greenbacks so purchased, 
they invested at par in the five-twenty bond 
of the United States, on which they have re. 
ceived six per cent. in gold semi-annually ever 
since, with in many instances most iniquitous 
and extortionate banking privileges attached, 
and they now come, and enarene takes thei: 
part, and attempt to coerce gold for the bonds 
so purchased out of the tax-payers of the cou 
try. Is not every pensioner, every soldier, ever) 
sailor, every civil officer, who risks his life o: 
gives his toil to the Government on its agree: 
ment to pay him for his services as mucha 
public creditor as the bondholder? Is not the 
Government’s obligation outstanding on thy 
statute-books to pay for all such services’ 
Are any of these public creditors paid in gold 
Does Congress propose that they shall be? |: 
the obligation to pay them less sacred than it's 
to pay the bondholder? Are they notas merit: 
orious, are they not more meritorious than 
he? Why, then, do you by your law of March 
last discriminate against all others in favor o! 
the least worthy? 

As another and legitimate source of revenue 
whereby the burdens of the people can be light: 
ened, the income on the bonds of the United 
States should be taxed ten per cent., according 
to the proposition to that effect submitted a! 
the second session of the Fortieth Congress: 
and that tax should be retained before the 
interest is paid over. We owe, in round num 
bers, $2,100,000,000 in bonds; six per cent. 
on that is $126,000,000, on which ten per cen! 
would produce $12,600,000, and this is on'y 
six tenths of one per cent. of the princip®', 
while the principal of all other property ' 
taxed from one to two or two and a half per 
cent. in a great majority of States. We know 
that about one thousand millions’ worth of them 
are held abroad or are kept there, and we have 
every reason to believe that the patriotic bon’ 
holder here finds it convenient to transfer 0 
hand many of those held here over to his for 
eign correspondent or to some friend who does 
not go before the tax-gatherer when he gives!" 
his income for taxation. It is certain we (0 
not get $1,000,000 now from that source. 
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lic and -henever this proposition is up great appre- 
interes jon is expressed lest we should break faith 
sect, .) foreigners; they seem to be the objects 
‘twenty special solicitude and care at that 
r lega however they may be regarded when 


We do collect 
. on the income of all bonds issued by all 
‘ich ad, canal, turnpike companies, &c., and 
und ‘aij dividends on the stock of such compa- 
80 to whomsoever payable, including non- 
en, | jents, whether citizens oraliens, (see section 
d wh act of July 13, 1864.) And even in Eng- 
* stand yo discrimination was ever made and no 


dasa fe are being considered. 


9 w 
@8 wer, 


Ot wl _ reluctance felt about taxing foreigners 
or a held the obligations of the Government; 
or M ~e all are taxed alike. Itis a mere dodge 
- if jeceive the people, who are slow to under- 
he ta | why they should be taxed at every turn 
ACC i the bondholder go free; rather, why they 
rnmeé J] be taxed for the purpose of enriching 
the a » and saving him from taxation. If ever 
Mar he question of taxing the bonds can again be | 
1ase of -ought before the House, I hope the twenty- 
of law yinth rule of this House, which provides ‘‘ that || 
at leas »o member shall vote on any question in the | 
Merit vent of which he is immediately and particu- | 
tly interested,’’ will be enforced. Of course 
y mad holder of a bond will be allowed to vote. I 
ivalent think in that state of the case there will be 
t clas it little difficulty in taxing the bonds; and if 
vet that t had been enforced the act of March 16, 1869, 
the lay ever would have passed. I have no doubt | 
‘tender that the paper of this Government, if so used 
money .s to give the people instead of a few bankers | 
wed ir the benefit of the national credit, is a safer, 
y owed cheaper, more elastic, and less fluctuating || 
called, nedium of exchange for all the purposes of | 
le Zoid business than gold ever can be made with our 
P them, present circulation, and that it is not only not || 
A the lesirable, but would in the present condition of 
fifty 0 the country be utterly ruinous to all the indus- 
hased, iries of the people to attempt to bring about 
_— r attempt to require specie payments. 
Ave re ivenif our paper wasat par in gold to-day || 


ly ev e ought not to require it to be redeemed in 
yuit 


e gold. Any attempt to doso, with three fourths 


a ifthe banking capital concentrated in New Eng- 
‘ - and and along the Atlantic sea-board, with the || 
ais trol that the money and stock gamblers | 
— n New York have over the finances of the 
— untry, the whole West couldin two weeks be 
— lrained of all its resources, and allits produce 
— be put down to such prices as the gold gam- | 
oe blers chose to pay, or else they could bring. 
segs niversal bankruptey and ruin on all the pro- | 
a lucing interests west of the Alleghany mount- 
ee ains. It is to obtain that absolute control || 
as over the property of the country by a few cap- 
et I italists that all the present clamor for a speedy || 
a return to specie payments is raised. The ordi- 
aa nary expenditures of the Government now and 
March years to come, unless we have a change of 
an of rulers and of policy, greatly exceeds, and will 
continue to exceed, the amount of gold now in 
on the United States. We have in round num- || 
Kieht bers $700,000,000 in currency. We collect as || 
Tnited revenue in one form and other, independent of | 
bd extortions on private account, annually, say, 
a a 350,000,000, while the gold coin in the United 
yress : oe es available for currency cannot exceed 
ste Fa O00, 000, Of this gold the Secretary of the 
| nun reasury collects onimpostduties $180,000,000 | 
cent. annually. A few banks and bondholders by 
waent retaining six months’ gold interest could lock 
» ion upallthe balance. A demand for specie pay- 
lal anente Soa the tg would find them not 
-. ony without a dollar to redeem the $700,000, - 
If p ; she currency, but their property would be 
te taken from them and sold un er the hammer 
them ve Whatever the speculator might see fit to 
Reed : i repeat, it is to bring about just such results 
ee 01 —_ the clamor for specie payments is raised 
‘= for- and maintained. The legislator who would 
iileg oe it is a public enemy. Why, sir, even 
‘ves in vlan the war, when the Government only 
we do collected for all its revenues about sixty-three | 
; million dollars, a sum equal to between one | 
” third and one fourth of the gold in the coun- |! 





| never to happen in any civilized land. 
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try, great commercial distress frequently en- 
sued by the withdrawal even of the portion 
of that sum which at times accumulated in the 
lreasury, and means of granting relief had to 
be devised in a great variety of ways. Now, 
when annually over one hundred million dol- 
lars in money, more than allthe gold available 
for commerce in the United States, has to pass 
through the Treasury, and at least may be 
hoarded there, certain and inevitable ruin 
would follow. Then you will speedily realize 
the truth of what the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Burier] said on this floor on 
the 14th of July, 1868, when the proposition 
to tax the bonds was under consideration : 
“The farmer as he toils under the burning sun to 
earn the money to pay his taxes sees his neighbor 
riding luxuriously by in his carriage over the high 
way which farmers taxes only have built and main- 
tained. His neighbor’s children and his own go to 
the same school, supported by his taxes alone. He 
ponders as he labors upon the system of laws which 
thus compels him to work to pay for the education 
of his wealthy neighbor’s children; and, as he re- 
flects, he will convince himself that he is suffering a 
bitter, burning wrong, and no argument will con 
vince him to the contrary. If, then, you expect the 


| farmer to vote for any man or party that retains : 


system of taxation which works such results you 
expect what never has happened, and what ought 
Change it 
how you will or can, but it must be changed. Ifyou 
do not give relief by law the people will.relieve 
themselves without you. The arguments by which 


| you justify and sustain it, however specious or how 
| ever sound, will fall unheeded on unwilling ears. 


You may cry ‘good faith’ till you are hoarse. You 
will be answered that there is no good faith which 
works injustice and wrong toa whole people. There 
is this alternative, no other; ponder it well—equal- 
ized taxation or repudiation !”’ 

The gross injustice of the present system of 
distribution of the currency can be seen at a 
glance by reference to the appendix to the 


| report of the Comptroller of the Currency, laid 


before Congress at the opening of its present 
session, which shows the number of banks, 
amount of capital, amount of bonds deposited 
and in circulation in each State and Territory 
on the 30th of September, 1869. It shows that 
out of $432,163,611 of capital paid in, the six 
New England States, New York, Pennsylva- 
nia, and Maryland have $341,759,516 ; while 
the twenty-three western and southern States 
and the nine Territories have all, put together, 
only $72,786,210. Massachusetts alone has 


| $85,082,000 ; nearly twelve million three hun- 


dred thousand dollars more than all of them. 
Rhode Island, hardly big enough to make a de- 
cent-sized county, has $20,364,800, being more 
than all the States and Territories west of the 
Mississippi and all the cotton-growing States 
of the South combined. Connecticut has nearly 


| two millions more than Ohio, and about as 
| much as Illinois and Indiana combined. Ken- 


tucky has only $2,885,000, while my district 


| alone has more crops to move and more capa- 
city for the production of all that supports life 


than the State of Massachusetts with Rhode 
Islandthrownin. And all this injustice is per- 
petrated in the face of the law approved March 
8, 1865, which provides— 

** That $150,000,000 of the entire amount of circulat- 
ing notes authorized to be issued shall be appor- 
tioned to associations in the States, in the District 
of Columbia, and in the Territories, according to 
representative population, and the remainder shall 
be apportioned by the Secretary of the Treasury 
among associations formed in the several States, in 
the District of Columbia, and in the Territories, 
having due regard to the existing banking capital, 
resources, and business of such State, District, and 
Territory.” 

That is on a par with all the balance of the 
management of affairs under Radical rule. 
New England gets the lion’s share, and her 
representatives from the western States not 
only stand by and see the people they pretend 
to represent robbed to enrich her, but by their 
votes on this floor aid in the robbery, and de- 
nounce any man whe proposes to tax the 
bonds or who objects to the proposition to 
resume specie payments, or to the payment of 
the bonds in gold, to the robbing of the West 
and South, as repudiators. I hope the peo- 

le of these States will take the matter in 
nand, and I believe they will. They have stood 
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ny 


by and seen the southern people—their natural 
ailes on all these questions—robbed, plun- 


a 
) 
aere d, depr \ 


ived of representation, and crushed 

under the heel of a military despotism til 
they, to », are about to be made to pass under 
the yoke ; but they have yet the power to thro. 
off the shackles of the moneyed aristocracy and 
the protected monopolies, and, my word for it 
they will do it at the next election. 

Now, a word or two before the hammer fa! 
as to our present system of national banks, and 
| have only time to suggest principles, not to 
argue details. I have already shown that 
nearly all the banking capital is concentrated 
in the East, the banks of Massachusetts 
alone, as in everything else in the shape ot 
monopoly, having more than all the West, 
which of course they would not want if the 
people could not be taxed for their benefit. 
On their $65,230,500 of bonds deposited her 
bankers draw, in the first place, $3,913,830 in 
gold per annum, payable semi-annually, all 
of which, principal and interest, is free from 
taxation ; they then receive from the Govern 
ment for nothing currency to the amount of 
360,104,670, to be loaned by them to the peo 
ple of the whole country at from nine to fifteen 
per cent. ; Which privilege is worth at least six 
per cent., being over three million six hun- 
dred thousand dollars a year more. These 
banks thus organized become depositories of 
Government money, on which they also bank : 

| of which, together with the deposits made 
by private individuals, enable these banking 
monopolies to make not less than twenty or 
twenty-five per cent. perannum on their invest 
ments. I properly call them monopolies, be 
cause no man or set of men ean get the same 
privileges, no matter what security they may 
offer or how great they may show the wants 
of the country where they reside to be. They 
will be told, and are told, that all the banking 
facilities and capital permitted by law have 

| been granted ; and when propositions sueh a 
that made by the gentleman from Indiana 
| Mr. Cosurn] are brought before Congress to 
equalize the circulation as the law requires the 
New England representatives, and especially 
her twelve Senators, representing over one 
million less people than the two Senators from 
New York, have power enough to vote it down 
or lay it away among the rubbish of the com 

| mittee-room. It is high time that all this was 
changed, and Congress has the power to 
change it. 

The last section (sixty-four) of the act ap- 
proved June 3, 1864, entitled ** An act to pro- 
vide a national currency secured by a pledge 
of United States bonds, and to provide for the 
circulation and redemption thereof,’’ provides 
‘*that Congress may at any time amend, alter, 
or repeal this act.’’ The time torepeal it has 
come, and there can be no charge of bad faith 
in so doing—which is the common charge when 
bankers and bondholders are in trouble—as 
the right is expressly and in unqualified terms 
reserved on the face of the acts as plainly as 
that greenbacks shall be a legal tender for all 
debts public and private is indorsed on their 
back. 

Sir, the credit of a nation is its most valu 
able and most available means of relieving 
itself from debt, and of enabling it to manage 
its affairs so as to prevent a sacrifice of the 
property of its people; hence the powers 
vested by the Constitution in Congress to bor- 
row money on the credit of the United States, 
to regulate commerce, to regulate the value of 
money, to provide for the punishment of coun 
terfeiting the securities and current coin of tl 
United States; and a wise Government wil! 
use its public credit asa prudent man uses h 
own. What man when in debt ever gave hi 
credit to others and paid them besides for 
depriving him of its use? Who would trust : 
man that would so act? Yet that is what thi 
Government has done and is doing by its pres- 

|| ent banking system. Needing all its credit, 
having unlimited resources, it transters them 
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all to a few bankers and pays them, out of the 
taxes arising from the labor of its people, for 
destroying its own means of paying its debts, 
except by further exactions on the masses, 
whose trustee it professes to be. 

The first step toward justice, the highest 
assurance public creditors could receive of an 
honest desire on our part to pay what we have 
agreed to, would be the passage of such laws 
us would take the credit of the Government out 
of the hands of the bankers and so use it as to 
give the people, the tax-payers, the benefit of it. 
Until that is done the world will be slow to 
believe that we honestly intend to pay our 
debts. Our promises to pay more than we owe 
but adds to the distrust in our good faith ; it is | 
the profession and promise of the spendthrift 
and the profligate, not of the prudent, careful, 
honest debtor. It has been well said that there 
ig no reply to a fallacy so triumphant asa fact, 
vo rejoinder to a sparkling sophism so unan- | 
swerable as a plain truth. I will state a case. 
Kentucky many years ago taught the world a 


lesson under the most adverse circumstances | 
of the value of public credit when honestly and | 


faithfully used for the public welfare. The 
United States Bank, which with all its powers 
was a pigmy compared to the hydra-headed 
monster we now have to contend with, had 
after the close of the war of 1812-15 broken 
down the State banks in Kentucky and Ohio. 
These States attempted to tax the United States 
branch banks within their limits. 

The State laws were annulled by the Fed- 
eral courts. 
amounting to $100,000, was taken from the 
Siate treasury of Ohio and suits innumerable 
were commenced bythe bank against the peo- 
pleof Kentucky, on whose property mortgages 
almost sufficient to absorb it were held by the 
bank. 
rency was withdrawn from the State and the 
gold was taken from the branches and hauled 
in wagons to the mother bank at Philadelphia. 


Meanwhile the United States Bank eur- | 


|| except interest and imposts, with $400,000,000 | 


| States. 


State single- handed and alone, without a dollar 
of gold, and not only saved them, but made 
them great and prosperous. The notes of the 
bank, at first at a discount of fifty per cent., 
were at par in less than three years, and when it 
wound up, after some twelve years, it not only 
redeemed all its paper in gold, but left a large 
surplus fund, which was appropriated to and 
formed the basis of the school fund of the State. 

'rom that time on Kentucky grew more and 
more prosperous. 
and her credit is second to none of her sister 
What I mean to show by that illus- 
tration is, that if the credit of a single State, 
and she not one of the largest, could under 
such circumstances accomplish such results, 
surely the credit of the United States, with all 
the power over commerce, currency, and taxa- 
tion, internal and external, possessed by the 
Government, ought not to be thrown away and 
lavished on a few bankers and bondholders, as 
it now is, but ought to be so used as to inure 
to the benefit of the whole people. The exact 
form in which it should be used I am not fully 
prepared to state, and I have no time to do so 
if | were; but this is certain: the present bank- 
ing swindle should cease; the United States 
legal-tender notes should be substituted for the 
notes of the national banks; the Secretary of 
the Treasury should by law be directed to pay 
off the five-twenty bonds by which they are 


secured in the legal-tender notes, according to 


‘The tax imposed and collected, |, 
| on all such as he is ready so to pay from the | 
day he gives notice that he is ready to make | 


the provisions of existing law, as fast as he has 
any surplus in the Treasury beyond the wants 
of the Government, and interest should cease 


the payment. The bank notes being redeem- 
able in legal-tenders, and so indorsed on their 
face, our right to pay them off in that way will 
hardly be called in question. 

With $700,000,000 of paper money, which is 


a legal tender for all debts, public and private, 


liuin stared the people in the face almost to || 
the same extent that it will again if you put || 


your scheme of specie payment into operation. 
he Kentucky Legislature about 1820, as a last 


effort to save the people, chartered a Bank of | 


the Commonwealth of Kentucky with a capital 
of $3,000,000 for a limited term of years, and 


interposed replevin liens to prevent immediate | 


sales underexecution. It had not a dollar in 
gold to bank upon; it had nothing but the 
credit of the State, and that, too, at a time 


when the credit of the State was down to its | 


lowest ebb. 
relief laws; the leading men of the State op- 
posed the bank. Mr. Clay was attorney for 


the Bank of the United States, and everything | 


seemed against its success. The State could 
not emit bills of credit, could not coin money, 
make its notes a legal tender, lay impost 
duties, nor exercise any of the powers by which 
the United States can maintain its credit; yet 
in spite of all these obstacles it made its bank 
a grand success; in spite of the opposition of 
the United States and its great bank, in defi- 
ance of the determined opposition of its own 
leading jurists and statesmen. 

Hou. F. P. Blair, then a young and compara- 
tively unknown man, and a few others since 
become eminent for their ability and wisdom, 
stood by it and sustained it. Mr. Crittenden, 
though opposed to it, when elected its president 
by the Legislature, accepted the position. Hon- 
est and competent men managed its branches. 
he people borrowed its notes, paid their taxes 
and their debts toeach other with them. Men 
from other States fearing it was that or nothing 
took them for debts and purchased the wheat, 
corn, hogs, tobacco, and whisky from the peo- 
ple. Commerce revived; property rose in 
value; prosperity took the place of ruinous 
depression ;_ new energy inspired the masses; 
light came out of darkness. The corpse of the 
public credit had been touched as by the wand 
of the magician, andit sprangupon its feet. The 
people stood by the bank and the credit of the 





The courts were hostile to the | 


July, and the receipt annually of $180,000,000 | 
in gold from imposts, this Government ought | 
|| to be able, if an honest effort is made, not only | 


of it owned by the Government, to make such | per cent. interest ; and would be equally glad 


disposition of it as it pleases, which includes 
the $300,000,000 now loaned to the banks and 


the $100,000,000 the Secretary of the Treasury | 
has on hand, with which he a ee to buy | 


$75,000,000 more bonds before the 1st day of 


| to make her paper as good as gold, but ought 





| 


without anything like the pressure now bearing || 


upon the people to pay off the national debt be- 


fore the seven-forties are demandable. Indeed, | 
_ the struggle of the bondholders to keep up the | 
| price of gold, so that their semi-annual interest || 


will be that much greater in value as compared 
with the money of the people, in which they are 
backed by the Secretary of the Treasury, who 
seeks to deprecate his own paper by refusing 
to sell gold unless he gets a certain price, often 


| higher than the ordinary market value, is the 


great reason why the present difference between 


paper and gold exists. | 
f this Government could now command the | 


services of such men as took control of the 


finances of Kentucky at the period to which I | 


referred, the money, under Government con- 
trol, could be so loaned out by a board of 
commissioners as to pay not only the interest 
on the debt, but rapidly to sink the principal 
especially if they had control, as they should 
have, of all revenue paidinto the depositories 
of the public money, instead of letting it lie 
locked up from the people, as it is now, or what 
is perhaps worse, put into the hands of bankers 
to be used on private account. A board of 
sinking fund commissioners might be consti- 
tuted for a limited term, its president to be 
appointed by the President, and one member 


of its board to be — by the Governor | 


of each State, who should have power to make 
these funds available by proper officers and 
depositories in each congressional district, or 
with more than one in the great commercial 


' eities. 
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| at the head of such a system 


To-day she owes nothing, | 
_ used in a week or a month could be; 





| 
lj 
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Some man like Mr. Stewart, of New York 
to whom reputation is worth more than Sieeen’ 
, if pr oe 
tained, could, without extortion, cae il 
lions on millions for the Government whie 
are now lost or squandered. Every bank ;- 
New York, Chicago, New Orleans, indeed ‘ 
every commercial city, pays, and can afford to 
pay, six per cent. on loans payable wheneve; 
called for, and the money of the Governme 
need never be idle; even that expected to - 
bear interest and be amply secured Seana 
very day it was needed, instead of being with. 
drawn from use, asitnowis. Thus, without any 
increase of the currency the money now in use 
might be made to do double the business jt jg 
now doing. : 


While I have no more faith in the value of 


| a sinking fund created and its working capital 
| produced by taxing the people than | have in 


a man’s getting rich by shifting his money from 
one pocket to another, that is not our condi. 


tion. The Government owns $400,000,000 
now. It cannot and ought not be withdrawn 


from circulation. It ought to be used tothe best 
advantage. Itcost nothing except the manufac. 
ture. Itis the people’s credit, and they can and 
will maintain it if Congress will only give them 
a chance to do so. 

But if itis considered that nothing of that sort 
can be done—and of course every banker who 
is now getting the benefit of the public money 
and its credit, and everybody he can hire, 
will swear that it is wholly impracticable—this 
I know can be done, and there is no reason 
why it should not; and it will save us many 
millions annually. When our $300,000,00)) 
loan is withdrawn from the banks, and they are 
advised that their bonds are payable and may 
be paid at any moment, they would be very 
willing to accept a renewal bond payable 
principal and interest in gold, if you please, 
at from fifteen to thirty years, bearing four 


to borrow the legal-tender notes of the Govern- 
ment for banking purposes under such charters 
as they have now, securing the loan by a 
deposit of the renewal bonds, and paying three 
per cent. per annum in gold for the loan, which 
should be retained out of the interest of the 
bonds deposited. Five hundred million dollars 
of ourcurrency could be safely used thus, and 
a saving of five per cent., or $25,000,000 in 
gold, be thus effected annually. 

But my time is out. I close by repeating that 
it is perfectly certain that the extravagances, 
extortions, and corruptions of this Government 
have assumed such magnitude that this Con- 


| gress will be guilty of criminal complicity if it 


fails to pass such laws as will end them and 
bring the offenders to speedy and condign pun- 
ishment; that the robbery perpetrated on the 
labor of the people by the present tariff system 
under the disguise of protection ought not to 
be longer endured by the country, and that the 
bankersand bondholders ought to be compelled 
to surrender the monopolies they now enjoy and 
be taxed as other citizens are. If these things 
are done the load under which the country !s 
now groaning can be diminished more than halt. 
If we fail to do these things our constituents 
ought to fill our places with men who will. 

Mr. JOHNSON, obtained the floor, but 
yielded to 

Mr. STEVENSON, who asked and obtained 
leave to have printed some remarks in the 
Globe. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. JOHNSON. I now yield five minutes to 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Wasi 
BURN, } 

REMOVAL OF THE CAPITAL, 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. _ Illinois 
having twice spoken to-day on the subject, | 
only wish to say that I utterly dissent from all 
propositions for the removal of the national 
capital, come from what quarter they may. 
Tam in favor of its remaining where it W* 
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tablished by the Father of his Country, and 
here to protect and maintain it the best blood 
¢ the country has been shed on a thousand 
attle-fields. Should it ever be determined to 
yandon thiscapital, from that day will disunion 
"4 disintegration begin. To leave here be- 
ee of the corrugtion which exists will be 
ut to realize the fable of the fox and the flies. 
.» situation of Washington is pleasant, the 
‘imate mild and healthful, and its publie build- 
vs the purest in the world ; and, by means that 
-veynknown when the Government was estab- 
hed, through telegraphs and railroads, our 
nstituents are brought almost to the door of 
Capitol, and any one who desires it can 
ome here even from the far-off shores of the 
Pacific with more ease and almost as soon as 
» fathers of the Republic could come here 
-om New York city when the capital was estab- 
isnt d. 
he removal of the capital means the taking 
-om the people by taxation $100,000,000 to 
establish a new capital and erect public build- 
ngs equal to those we now possess. It means 
re than that: it means $500,000,000 of pri- 
vate property in this city destroyed. Believ- 
og that my constituents are satisfied that the 


1 


pital should remain where it is, and as their 


idgment accords with my own, I shall oppose | 


ji schemes for its disturbance or removal. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I yield to the gentleman 
m Indiana [Mr. Hotman] for a motion to 
\jjourn. 
And then, on motion of Mr. HOLMAN, (at 
our o'clock and thirty minutes p. m.,) the 
House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


(he following petitions, &c., were presented 
inder the rule, and referred to the appropri- 
committees : 


By Mr. AMES: A petition of citizens of 


Harrison Square, Dorchester, Massachusetts, 
r abolishing the franking privilege. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Kast Stough- 
, for the same. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Sharon, Masea- 
isetts, for the same. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Hingham Cen- 
*, Massachusetts, for the same. 


Also, the petition of Farnum Plummer, pres- | 
ident of Equitable Insurance Company and | 


others, for payment for destruction of the 
Madeira, by a Government transport. 


By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The | 


petition of W. H. Harlow and 101 others, citi- 


zens of Groton Junction, Massachusetts, for | 


the abolition of the franking privilege. 


Also, the petition of James F. Fiske and 73 


thers, citizens of Hollister, Massachusetts, 
for the same purpose. 


By Mr. CHAVES: The petition of Melchior | 


Werner, Ambrosio Armijo, and 200 others, 
‘itizens of Albuquerque, Bernalillo county, 
lerritory of New Mexico, praying the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege. 


Also, the petition of Vicente Romero and | 
others, citizens of the town of La Cueva, | 


102 


in the county of Mora, Territory of New Mex- 
‘co, asking the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. 

By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: The petition 
of James Spensley and 350 others, citizens of 
Mineral Point, Wisconsin, against any reduc- 
tion of the rate of import duty on foreign lead. 
By Mr. CONGER: The petition of George 
Blakeslee and 45 others, citizens of Birming- 
ham, Michigan, for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

ByMr. DAVIS: The petition ot A. H. Smith 
and 100 others, citizens of Shelby, New York, 
or the abolition of the franking privilege. 
_Also, the petition of J. D. Decker and others, 
citizens of Brockport, New York, for the abo- 
ition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of O. E. Pratt, postmaster, 
and 89 others, citizens of Webster, New York, 
for the same purpose. 
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Also, a petition of 40 citizens of Mondon, 
New York, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of S. H. Clark, postmaster, 
and 85 others, citizens of Medina, New York, 
for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of J. J. Bigelow and 150 
others, citizens of Shelby, New York, for the 

| same purpose. 

Also, the petition of A. G. Stevens, of Baf- 
falo, New York, praying that Congress abolish 
the duties on coal, or take jurisdiction of rail- 
roads transporting thesame trom State to State, 
so as to prevent the extortion of the present 
monopolies. 

By Mr. ELDRIDGE: A petition of citizens 
of Rolling Prairie, Wisconsin, for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Afton, Rock 
county, Wisconsin, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. FINKELNBURG: The petition of 
Herman Kraut, for pay as major of engineers. 

By Mr. GOLLADAY: A petition of sundry 
citizens of Hart county, Kentucky, asking the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. HAWLEY: A petition of citizens 
| of Fowler, Illinois, praying the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Bowensburg, 
Illinois, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Adams, Illi- 
nois, for the same purpose. 


Illinois, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Denver, Iili- 
nois, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Chili, Illinois, 
for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Woodville, 
Illinois, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Mendon, Illi- 
nois, praying compulsory prepayment of do- 
| mestic postages. 


By Mr. HOAR: The petition of J. Hill 


sachusetts; of George Forbes and others, cit- 


Also, a petition of citizens of Coal Valley, | 


Rouse and others, citizens of Rockdale, Mas- | 


izens of East Brookfield, Massachusetts; of | 


| Henry A. Aldrich and others, citizens of Men- 
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of Cynthiana, Indiana, praying the abolition 
of the franking privilege. © 

Also, the memorial of Jonathan H. Burli- 
son and 55 others, citizens of Posey county, 
Indiana, praying the repeal of the tariff duty 
on hides. 

By Mr. POMEROY: The petition of A. M. 
Gillett, and 40 others, of Winnebago county, 
fowa, for the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. ’ 

Also, the petition of J. H. Morehead and 
others, of Ida county, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of James Stevens for relief 
for losses sustained by the Indians. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of T. M. 
Allyn et al, and the petition of the book pub- 
lishers of Hartford, Connecticut, for the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND: The petitions from 
Hon. John Hickman, W. H. Hodgson, Wal- 
ter S. Dowell, Nathan T. Lewis, and others, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. UPSON: The petition of S. A. Rand 
and 155 others, citizens of Lake county, Ohio, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Henry Williams and 162 
others, citizens of Cayahoga county, Ohio, for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WELKER: The petition of H. B. 
Case and 27 others, citizens of McKay, Ash- 
land county, Ohio, asking the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of L. B. Wilson and 39 
others, citizens of River Styx, Medina county, 
Ohio, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of L. H. Kiplinger and 
65 others, citizens of La Fayette, Ashland 
county, Ohio, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of John Carkey and 189 
others, citizens of Holmes county, Ohio, on the 


| same subject. 


Also, the petition of Joseph A. Funk and 49 


others, citizens of Lattasburg, Wayne county, 


| don, Massachusetts: and of Bainbridge Hay- || 


ward and others, citizens of Milford, Massa- 
chusetts—all for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: A petition of 138 citi- 
zens of Hillsdale, New York, for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. KELSEY: A petition of citizens of 
Livonia, New York, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Bellona, New 
York, for the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. 


By Mr. LYNCH: The petition of Augusta | 


W. Norton, of Cape Elizabeth, Maine, widow of 

| Benjamin Hammett Norton, late consul of the 
United States at Pictou, Nova Scotia, asking to 
be paid fees dueto her late husband by the 
United States Government. 

Also, the petition of A. L. Loring and others, 
| citizens of Yarmouth, Maine, asking the abo- 
| lition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. McNEELEY: The petition of Jep- 
| tha Wilson and certain others, citizens of Brown 


|| county, Illinois, asking for the abolition of the || 


franking privilege. 


| citizens of I'ulton county, Illinois, asking for 
|| the abolition of the franking privilege. 
Also, the petition of G. C. Easton and others, 


!} abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of Joseph 
|| A. Cooper, George W. Ross, S. P. Evans, D. 
|| T. Boynton, E. C. Camp, John C. Chiles, Wil- 
liam A. Rodgers, and others, citizens of East 
|| Tennessee, praying Congress to interfere in 
{| restraint of the recent and illegal and revo- 
| jutionary proceedings in Tennessee. 


| citizens of Mason county, Illinois, asking the 


Ohio, on the same subject. 


IN SENATE. 

Monpay, January 24, 1870. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New 
man, D. D. 

The Journal of Friday last was read and 
approved. 
CREDENTIALS. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I present the credentials 
of my colleague, Hon. Ler M. Morriti, who 


| has been elected by the Legislature of the State 


| appointment. 


of Maine to supply the place he now holds by 
| ask that the credentials be 
read and that the oaths of office may be admin- 
istered to him. 

The credentials were read; and the oaths 
prescribed by law having been administered 
to Mr. Morritt, he took his seat in the Senate. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, I desire 
leave to correct a statement of the Senator from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. SUMNER. I rise to a question of order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Nevada has arisen, and will state what his 


| desire is, when the Chair will entertain the 


Also, the petition of J. M. Frazer and others, || 


question of order. 

Mr. STEWART. I rise to a question of 
privilege. I gave notice on Friday last that I 
should correct a statement which the Senator 
from Massachusetts had made, and I desire to 
do it at this time if the Senate will consent. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Letus finish the morning 
business. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Nevada desires the consent of the Senate 
to make a personal explanation. ‘The Senator 


| from Massachusetts rises to a question of order, 


which he will state. 
Mr. SUMNER. On that I have to say that 
'Iam very desirous that the Senator should 


By Mr. NIBLACK : Thememorial of G. W. || have the privilege he asks with this under- 


| Lowe, postmaster, and sundry others, citizens 


| standing, that I shall have the opportunity of 


em 
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replying to him. I have now the documents 
on my table, and | am anxious to go into the 
whole history of the clause to which he refers, 
from the beginning to the end; but it will take 


me at least an hour or an hour and a half to | 


trace its whole history. If the Senator chooses 
to-day to open it Lam ready to meet him. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
order. 

Mr. CONKLING. I beg 
a question of order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question of 
order stated by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts was in the nature of an objection, that he 


would desire the opportunity to speak at length 


in reply if consent wasgranted. The Senator 
from Vermont has demanded the regular order 
of business. That is an objection, It requires 
unanimous consent to interfere with the busi- 
ness of the morninghour. The Chair, under 


the twenty-fourth rule, before the morning: | 
hour business commences, will submit to the | 
Senate certain bills and joint resolutions from || 


the House of Representatives for reference. 
NOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills and joint resolutions, 
received from the House of Kepresentatives on 
l’riday last, were severally read twice by their 
titles, and referred as indicated below: 


A bill (HL. R. No. 886) for the relief of Law- | 


rence L,. Merry, collector of internal revenue 
lor the twentieth district of New York—to the 
Committee on Iinance. 

A bill (H. R. No. 887) for the relief of Har- 
riet Rt, Clinton—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

A bill (HI. R. No. 888) for the relief of 
Joseph Harmon—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

\ joint resolution (H. R. No. 124) for the 
reliet of John M. Broome and others, the 
hand of twellth Kentucky infantry—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

\ joint resolution (H. R. No. 125) for the 

ict of James L. Ridgely, collector of inter- 

| revenue for the second district of Mary- 
ud—to the Committee on Finance. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

the VICK PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a letter from the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, communicating resolutions of the board 
of Indian commissioners, adopted on the 18th 
instant, in relation to appropriations for the 
Indians; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented the peti- 
tion of W. H. Eastland, of Mississippi, pray- 


ing the removal of his political disabilities ; || 


which was referred to the select Committee on 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Ile also presented a petition of citizens of 
Camden, Carroll county, Indiana; a petition 
of citizens of La Mine, Cooper county, Mis- 

uri; a petition of citizens of Tremont, Clarke 

ninty, Ohio, and a petition of citizens of Salt 
Creek, Missouri, praying the abolition of the 
‘ranking privilege; which were referred to the 
Coninittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, presented a 
‘on of citizens of North Randolph, Ver- 


ont; @ petition of citizens of Cambridgeport, | 


Vermont; @ petition of citizens of Dover, Ver- 
inont, and a petition of citizens of Chelsea, 


Vcrmont, praying the abolition of the franking | 


piivilege ; which were referred to the Commit- 

ive on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I 
iv the petition of Levi Stevens, in relation to 

an improved process in the manufacture of 


carbureted hydrogen, or illuminating gas, and | 


asking that Congress will grant him the privi- 


lege of furnishing the building occupied by the 


lreasury Department with his superior and | 


improved illuminating gas, which he will con- 
tract to supply at the rate of $2 25 per one 
thousand cubie feet, being one dollar per one 


{ call for the regular | 


tu inquire, is this | 





present | 
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| thousand cubic feet less than is now paid to the 


gas-light company for an inferior light ; thus 
saving to the Government in the period of one 
year a very large sum of money, besides furnish- 


ing a very superior article of illuminating gas ; | 


and that he will construct it at his own expense 
and on hisown ground. I move the reference 
of the petition to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FENTON presented a petition of citi- 


| zens of western New York, in relation to cer- 


tain manufacturing interests, embracing the 


| productions of saw-mills, shingle-factories, and 


stave-mills in western New York and along the 
northern border, praying Congress to remove 
the present duty of twenty per cent. upon the 


| timber brought in from Canada which enters 
| into these productions, and that the tax now 


resting on this class of articles coming from 


| there shall not be removed ; which was referred | 
| to the Committee on Finance. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of 


|| Albany, New York, praying an appropriation 


for the erection of a building in that city for 


the accommodation of the post office, United | 
States officials, United States courts, X&c. ; | 
| which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
| priations, 


He also presented the petition of F. H. Bury 
and forty-two others, citizens of Jefferson 


| county, New York; a petition of Benjamin | 
| W. Brush and ninety-eight others, citizens of | 


(QJueens county, New York; a petition of citi- 
zens of Orleans county, New York, and a 
petition of citizens of Plank Road post office, 


Onondaga county, New York, praying the abo- | 


lition of the franking privilege; which were 


referred to the Committee on Post Offices and | 


Post Roads. 
Mr. SCOTT. 


ayunk, 
praying that the surviving soldiers of the war 
of 1812 and the widows of those who are 
deceased may be placed on the pension-rolls. 


| Accompanying this petition there has been 
| sent to me an account of the proceedings of 


the Pennsylvania Association of Soldiers of 


| 1812, showing that since the 4th of July last 


up to the time of this meeting, on the 8th of 
January, twenty of their number had died, 


| the average age of whom was eighty years. It 


is but recently, Mr. President, that the country 


| congratulated itself upon having recognized | 
the services of a man who in eminent posi- | 
yy s 

This | 


tion sacrificed his life to his country. 
admonishes us that but a short time remains 


for us to recognize the debt we owe to these | 


men, all of whom are asking for justice, some 


of them for bread: and I commend this peti- | 
tion to the Committee on Pensions, to which | 


committee I move its reference. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. EDMUNDS presented a petition of citi- 


| zens of Cambridge, Vermont, praying for the 


abolition of the franking privilege ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

He also presented the memorial of Catharine 
Driscoll, widow of Daniel Driscoll, praying to 
be allowed a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. WILSON presented the memorial of the | 


American Statistical Association, praying the 
passage of the bill(H. R. No. 424) to provide for 
taking the ninth census of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on the 
Revision of the Laws of the United States. 
Mr. CHANDLER presented a petition of 
citizens of Fenn’s Mulls post office, Allegan 
county, and Flat Rock and vicinity, Michigan, 


praying for the abolition of the franking privi- | 


lege ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post Offiees and Post Roads. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented a petition of citi- 
zens of kxcelsior; of citizens of St. Joseph, 


| Stearns county, and of citizens of Taylor's 
Falls, Minnesota, praying for the abolition of 


| the franking privilege; which were refor, 


| revenue officers of Minnesota, 


zens of lowa, praying an amendment 


— 


lL present the petition of one | 
hundred and eighty-seven citizens of Man- | 
Philadelphia county, Pennsylvania, | 
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} ‘ ° > . rt d t 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post R 


He also presented a petition of the j, 


; , praying bie 
amendment of the internal revenue jay 


| will exempt $1,000 from the suecessinn ». 


imposed upon the estate of minors in cor. 
cases ; which was referred to the Commix 
on Finance. i 

Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of , 
Constitution of the United States Sahn . 
edging the existence of Almighty God: and. 
was referred to the Committee on the J udiein, 

He also presented a petition of gsettlep. ; 
the Osage Indian lands, in the State of Kanes 
praying for the immediate ratification of «| 
Osage treaty, as proposed to be modifie, 
the amendment of April 21, 1869; whieh ».’ 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 

He also presented a petition of citizens , 
Marshall, Henry county, Iowa, praying foy ti), 
abolition of the franking privilege ; which w, 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices a: 
Post Roads. 

Mr. FERRY presented the memorial o 
Messrs. Skidmore & Morse, proprietors of th, 
Pacific iron-works, of Bridgeport, Connect; 
cut, remonstrating against the extension o; 
the letters-patent of George H. Corliss foy 
improvements in the steam-engine ; which wa 
referred to the Committee on Patents. 

He also presented a petition of citizens o 
Piymonth, Connecticut, and a petition of ci(; 
zens of Fairfield county, Connecticut, prayin; 
for the abolition of the franking privilege: 
which were referred to the Committee on Pos: 
Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Thoma 
J. Kilby, of Suffolk, Nansemond county, Vi: 
ginia, praying the removal of his political di 
abilities; which was referred to the select Com 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of cit; 
zens of Thomaston, Knox county, Maine, av 
a petition of citizens of Oxford county, Mai: 
praying for the abolition of the franking priv: 
lege; which were referred to the Committee | 
the Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. YATES presented a petition of citiz 
of Lake county, Illinois, anda petition of ¢ 
zens of Mason county, Illinois, praying fort! 
abolition of the franking privilege; which we) 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Mary Ca 
sell, widow of Thomas Cassell, late Govern: 
ment watchman at Quincy, Illinois, who was 
killed by the accidental discharge of 2 gun ii 
the hands of a soldier on the 19th of Februar 
1864, praying for a pension; which was ! 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Hirau 
Dresser, praying for an increase of compensa 
tion to grand and petit jurors for attending 
upon the United States circuit and district 
courts for the southern district of [linois; 
which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a petition from 
Francis IT’. Willis, of Richmond, Virginia,wno, 
judging from his letter, is one of the loyal 
people of Virginia. He asks me to presenthis 
petition because he has no representative here, 
and I do so without a knowledge of its merits. 
It asks that no grant of lands be revived to the 
Selma, Rome, and Dalton Railroad Company, 
a corporation of the States of Alabama and 
Georgia, without a provision that they shall be 
subject to all valid liens upon them. I move 
its reference to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING also presented the memo 
rial of Paulding, Kemble & Co., lessees of the 
West Point foundery, and of Milo Sage, pres 
dent of the Fishkill Landing Machine Cor 

ny, remonstrating against the extension 0! 
etters-patent to George H. Corliss tor 
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be vements in the steam-engine; which was 
-s ferred to the Committee on Patents. 

eee He also presented a petition of citizens of 
oeweao county, New York, praying that a pen- 
ee , may be allowed the surviving soldiers of 
hey - of 1812, and also to the widows of 
ie ach as are deceased: which was referred to 
, , Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Ithamar 
- s,epeer and one hundred and_ twenty-five 
moe vs, citizens of Albany, New York, praying 
os . erection of a suitable building for the 
mmodation of the post office, 
; sates courts, &e., at that place; which was 
tle ed to the Committee on Appropriations. 
K \ir. CONKLING,. I present also the pro- 
ings of the Board of Trade of the city of 
falo, in the State of New York, remonstrat- 





United | 


oh + - against the continuance or revival of the | 
\ Taine me tax. I move its reference to the Com- 
Zen ttee on Finance. 

aa ‘he motion was agreed to. 

‘ich we Mr, CONKLING. I present a petition of 


ces and tizens of Belfast, Allegany county, New York, 
king that the cost of Government be dimin- 
hed. These petitioners have adopted a pop- 


rial o 


8 of th ‘jar misnomer, and call the grievance at which 
nnect aim ‘the franking privilege.’’ I move 
; ; * > ; > y 

On of -eference to the Committee on Post Offices 


T 
Iss f{ nd Post Roads. 
[he motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CONKLING. I present also a petition 
-y numerously sigued by citizens of West- 
ireland, Oneida county, in the State of New 
k, who seek to diminish the burden now 
esting upon the tax-payers of the country. 
lhey also adopt the popular phrase, and call 
grievance ‘‘the franking privilege.’’ I 
. ve its reference to the Committee on Post 





y)' Offices and Post Roads. 
C. (he motion was agreed to. 
ft 


Mr. CONKLING. 
n of citizens of Oriskany I’alls, in the State 


Mis ianufacture and distribution by Congress of 
ee ks, many of which are never read and all 
WLrLy be 


which are costly. They, too, make use of 
» phrase ‘‘ the franking privilege.’’ 
reference to the Committee on Post Offices 
nd Post Roads. 
Pe he motion was agreed to. 
hw ‘ir. CONKLING. I present also a petition 
es a imerously signed by citizens of Richfield 
prings, in the county of Otsego, New York, 
ho refer to the very evil and pernicious prac- 
over! ice which for brevity they style ‘‘ the franking 
) was privilege.’’ IT move its reference to the Com- 
run mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
rua (he motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CONKLING. I present also a peti- 
i numerously signed by citizens of Vernon, 
Oneida county, New York, who wish to remove 
‘rom Congress the aspersions which are indus- 


wish to disabuse the public of the impression 
that franking is a convenience and a pet meas- 
ire of the members of Congress. ‘They ask 
the abolition of the practice. I move its refer- 


os 7 ence to the Committee on Post Offices and 

‘level Post Roads, 

uh (he motion was agreed to. 

here, Mr. CONKLING. I present also a petition 

exits. of citizens of Clayton, New York, a large num- 

to the ber of them, who seem to wish to save the time 

pany, and also the money of members of Congress ; 

and Who see no reason why they should buy and 

all be pay for documents out of their private purse, 

movi 8s you and I, sir, have done for so many years, 

ablic ond then spend our time in franking them. 
hey speak also of ‘the franking privilege.’ 
move its reference to the Committee on Post 

em0o- Offices and Post Roads. 

f the he motion was agreed to. 

resi _Mr. CONKLING. I present petitions of 

Com ciizeas of Lewis county, New York, who do | 

yn of not believe in buying at the public expense | 


and distributing seeds many of which never 


I present also the peti- | 


triously insinuated into the public ear; who | 


New York, who wish to do away with the || anc 
now, that I shall vote against allowing mem- 


come up. ‘They speak too of the franking priv- 
ilege. I move its reference to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING., I present a like petition 
of citizens of Plank Road, Onondaga county, 
New York. I move that it be referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DRAKE. 


I present petitions from cit- 


| izens of Irondale, Missouri, Ridgely, Missouri, 


and Perry county, Missouri. But for the ex- 


| haustive treatment of the subject by the Senator | 


from New York, taking away everything that I 
could say that would be witty or humorous in 
regard to it, I should attempt to say something ; 
butasit is lam reduced tothe necessity of saying 
that they are petitions for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. I move their reference to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, I am | 
charged with a large number of petitions signed 
by citizens of Pennsylvania, who pray to have 
the franking privilege abolished. I used to be 


| in favor of that privilege, asit was called, though | 


| always cost me a great deal of labor. 


it never was any great privilege to me, but 


I think | 


| now, though, that I shall vote for its abolition, 


since I have made up my mind, under the 


| commendable zeal of the Postmaster General, 
| that everybody in my State will ask for it. I 


believe he has about fifty thousand people em- 
ployed by him, and i think they are all indus- 


| triously running about the country getting peo- 


I move || 


ple to sign these petitions; and ] take it for 
granted that everybody who puts his name to 
them wishes to have the privilege abolished ; 
and having always been a good democratic 
republican, believing that the people ought to 
rule, that their wishes should be obeyed, I think 
I shall vote, when the time comes, to abolish 
the franking privilege. 

I want to give notice, though, and I do so 


bers of Congress any postage stamps. I shall 
do so because if the Government allows us a 
certain amount of dollars in stamps we shall 
be subject constantly to the charge of appro- 
priating them to ourown useinstead of using | 
them for the benefit of our constituents. We | 
shall do wrong to ourselves certainly, and | 


| think great wrong to the Government, if we 


accept any compensation for this duty of cor- 
responding with our constituents. [ think this 
reform, as it is called, will save a great deal 
of money tothe country in the printing of doc 
uments. If there is no franking privilege and 
we get no postage stamps, of course nobody 
here will be expected to send documents to his 
constituents, and thus the Government will 
save not only the money which the franking 
costs, but save also allthe printing. ‘This, no 


| doubt, will redound very much to the future 


fame of the Postmaster General. [have great 
interest in his success. I admire him and 
have always admired him. I was rejoiced 
when he was appointed to the office he fills, 


| and I think he is performing his duty with 
| commendable ability. When he accomplishes 


this to him great result, however, I fear that 
he may possibly find that, like all great re- 
formers, in a very short time his reform will 
be forgotten. I move that these petitions be 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON. Ihave a petition ona very 


| different subject, signed by a large number of 


very good people in my State, many of them 
ladies, who pray that the Constitution of the 
United States may be so altered as to acknowl- 
edge Almighty God as the source of all author- 
ity in civil government and the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the Ruler among thenations ; which 
[ move to refer to the Judiciary Committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON also presented a petition | 
of importers, manufacturers, consumers, and ! 
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dealers in nitrate of potash, nitrate of soda, 
and chlorate of potash, praying the repeal of 
the import duty on these articles; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. POMEROY presented an additional 
paper from W. 8. Moorhouse, adjutant gene 
ral of the State of Kansus, in relation to the 
application of Mrs. G. A. James, of Doniphan 
county, Kansas, for a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensioys. 

He also presented the memorial of Dr. Wil 
liam Bb. Carpenter, praying pay for services 
rendered to the soldiers in hospitals, particu 
larly at Fort Scott, in Kansas; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented a petition from A. G. 
Spalding and others, citizens of the United 
States, asking for the prompt passage by Con- 


| gress of a sixteenth amendment to the Consti- 


tution, to be submitted to the Legislatures of 
the several States for ratification, which shall 


| secure to all citizens the right of suffrage with- 


out distinction of sex; which was referred to 


| the Committee on the Judiciary. 


He also presented a petition of Mrs. J. H. 
Allen, Mrs. I’. G. Smith, and others, of New 
York city, and a petition from citizens of the 
State of Kansas, praying an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States probibiting 
all political distinction on account of sex ; 
which were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Kansas, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. CRAGIN presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Meriden and East Plainfield, New 
Hampshire, praying for the abolition of the 


| franking privilege; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


Mr. PATTERSON presented a petition of 


| citizens of Unity, Sullivan county, New Hamp- 


shire, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented a petition of the several 
boards of trustees and other authorities hav- 
ing charge of public schools within the Dis 
trict of Columbia, in convention assembled, 
representing the great and urgent need which 


| now exists for pecuniary aid from the General 


Government in maintaining and properly ex- 
tending the advantages of popular education 
in the District; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of two hundred 
and sixty-six citizens of New York; a petition 
of seventeen hundred and forty-three citizens 
of the United States; a petition of six hun- 
dred citizens of the United States, and a peti- 
tion signed by two hundred and eight citi- 
zens of the United States praying for the prompt 
passage of a sixteenth amendment to the Con 
stitution of the United States, to be submitted 
to the Legislatures of the several States for 
ratification, which shall secure to all citizens 
the right of suffrage, without distinction of 
sex; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Jadiciary. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented a petition of citi- 


| zens of Hopkinton, Rhode island, praying for 


the abolition of the franking privilege; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Post Offices 


and Post Roads. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented petitions of 
citizens of Columbiana county, of Circleville, 
Pickaway county; of Upper Sandusky; of 
Shreve, Wayne county; of Mount Liberty, 


Knox county; of Kenton, Hardin county ; of 


Thornville, Perry county; of Adrian, Seneca 
county; of Clark’s, Coshocton county; of 
Gratiot and vicinity, and of Chesterville, Mor- 
row county, Ohio, praying the abolition of the 
franking privilege ; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
Mr. McCREERY presented petitions of citi 
zens of Concordia; of Flint Island, of Allen 
county; of Louisville, and of Owensville, Ken- 
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tucky, praying the abolition of the franking 
privilege 3 which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. SCHURZ presented petitions of citizens 


of Platte county and of St. Louis, Missouri, | 


praying for the abolition of the franking priv- 
Nege;, 
ou Post Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Caroline 
l inning, of Louisville, Kentucky, representing 
that she is the mother of I’rederick Tinnins, 
ed, who was a private in company D, 

envy seventh regiment Kentucky infantry, 
who died in the servic e at Corinth, Mississippi, 

the 13th of June, 1862, praying for back 
pension from the date of her son’s death to 
the 11th of March, 1868, when a pension was 
ranted her; which was referred to the Com- 
imittee on Pensions. 

Mr. SPENCER presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Jacksonville, Alabama, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, presented five 
petitions of citizens of Maine, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege ; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1, too, present a petition 
asking for the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege, from citizens of Braintree, Massachu- 

tta; and Ll move its reference to the Com 
inittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER also presented a petition of 
citizens of Massachusetts, praying that a pen- 
sion may be allowed the surviving soldiers of 
the war of 1812, and also to the aaheels of such 
as are deceased; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BAYARD. I present the petition of 

A. Pool, postmaster, and other citizens of 
the town of McDonough, Delaware, praying 
for the abolition of the franking privilege; 

d likewise the petition of William Ashcraft 

d others, of Odessa, Delaware, praying for 

« same thing; and I would here remark that 

ile these petitioners pray that the franking 
re may be abolished, they send me these 
under the franks of postmasters, and 
‘* oficial business,’’ which I have no 
doubt is strietly true. I move the reference 
of these petitions to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

he motion was agreed to. 


Gecen 


Tiviies 


Papers | 


mrKcea 


which were referred to the Committee | 


it 
| 


i 
{ 


Mr. WILLEY presented a memorial of mem- | 


bers of the bar of Franklin county, Virginia, 
praying that regular terms of the United States 
district court for the district of Virginia may 
be held at Christiansburg, in that State ; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
clary. 

He also presented the petition of J. C. 
Lewis, praying for compensation for property 
taken from him by the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment in 1862 and 1863; which was referred to 


the Committee on Claims, 


Mr. VICKERS presented the petition of 
Philemon Jones and ten others, citizens of 


Prince George county, Maryland, praying that 
i pension may be allowed the surviving soldiers 
of the war of 1812, and also to the widows of 
such as are deceased; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

lle also presented a petition of Stephen W. 
Valls and forty others, citizens of Baltimore 
county, Maryland, praying for the abolition of 


the franking privilege; which was referred to | 


the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

lie also presented a petition of George W. 
Benjamin and thirty-four others, citizens of 
Cecil county, Maryland, praying for the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. OSBORN presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Florida, in favor of the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from New Troy to 


| 


| 


abolition of the franking privilege; w 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and | 


| tion, and he unanimously petitions 


Clear Water Harbor, in that State ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of I’. S. Filer, 
praying that an American register may be 
granted to the schooner Miami, of Key West, 
llorida ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 
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| structed me toreport the same back to the 


Mr. TRUMBULL presented a petition of | 


citizens of Lincoln, Logan county, Illinois, 


praying for the passage of a law for the com- | 


pulsory prepayment of all domestic postage, 


except upon such matter as may be entitled to | 
free delivery by special enactment; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 


He also presented petitions of citizens of | 


| Walnut, Bureau county, and of Fullers Point, 


Illinois, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege ; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


Mr. THAYER presented a petition of citi- | 


zens of Pebble Creek, Dodge county, Nebraska, 
yraying for the abolition of the franking privi- 
a. ; which was referred to the Committee on 

Post Offices and Post Roads. 
Mr. HOWE presented a petition of citizens 
of Burnett Station, Wisconsin, praying for the 
hich 7as 


Post Roads. 

Mr. HOWE. I also present the petition of 
Edward A. Goodrough, of Oneida, Brown 
county, Wisconsin, who says that he is the 
only citizen of that county, and that all his 
neighbors are Indians, and he supposes that 
none but citizens are expected to sign the peti- 

or the abo- 
lition of the franking privilege. [Laughter. ] 
I move its reference to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBERTSON presented the petition of 
John M. Fant, of Virginia, praying the removal 


| of his political disabilities ; which was referred 
| to the select Committee on the Removal of 


Political Disabilities. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a peti- 


| tion of citizens of Jackson county, Iowa; a 
|| petition of citizens of Garden Grove, lowa; a 
| petition of 


citizens of Wayne county, West 
Virginia; 4 petition of citizens of New Bed- 


| ford, Ohio; a petition of citizens of Saline 
/ county, Illinois; a petition of citizens of 


Tompkins county, New York, and a petition 
of citizens of the United States, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege ; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. ROSS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of John A. Wileox be 
taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. WILLEY, it was 
Ordered, That Hoy McLane have leave to with- 


| draw his petition and other papers from the files of 


the Senate. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SPENCER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of 


| Oliver Powers, praying that he may be allowed 
|| pay as a private in company K, tenth regiment 


Tennessee cavalry, up to the day the company 
was discharged, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs; which 
was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Lucy J. Jiles, 


| praying for arrears of pay, bounty, and pen- 


sion, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs; which was 
agreed to. 


Mr. WILLEY. The Committee on Claims, 


to whom were referred the petition and other 
papers of John B. Warle, in relation to his 
claim for damages done to his property in West 


| war and steam machinery, have instructe: 
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Virginia by United States troops, have jp. 


een Sen. 
ate. They have considered these papers, but th, 


petitioner desires to withdraw them, and | a 
that au order be made allowing him to @ _ 
It was so ordered. re 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee oy th 
District of Columbia, to whom were reforras 
various petitions praying for an appro} 
by Congress to relieve the wants of the poor 
of the District of Columbia, reported a bj : 
No. 435) for the temporary relief of the 
and destitute people in the District of ¢ 
bia ; which was read, and passed to a 
reading. 

Mr. DRAKE. The Committee on Nay, 
Affairs, to whom was referred the joint rego}y. 
tion (S. kt. No. 92) for the relief of certain 
contractors for the construction of vessels of 


erred 
lation 
l(S, 
poor 


olum 
second 


diu- 


l me 


| to report it back with amendments, and to roc. 








| ommend its passage ; and | would tres 
| far upon the kindness of the Senate as to as) 


pass 80 


for the present consideration of this joint res 


| olution, it being, when the amendments are 


adopted, exactly the very same joint resolution 
that the Senate passed previously, and whic}; 
failed to receive concurrence in the other House 
forwantoftime. I am sure it will not take ty, 
minutes to pass it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Missouri asks unanimous consent that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 
joint resolution reported by him, 

Mr. CONKLING. Let it be read in full foy 
information. 

Mr. DRAKE. It is quite short. The 
amendments are reported on the printed copy 
in writing. F 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


) 


Is it the desire 


| of the Senator that the joint resolution ‘shall 
be reported as it will stand if amended? 


Mr. DRAKE. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
reported by the Secretary. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution, with 
the amendments, as follows: 


Whereas Congress, by an act passed on the 2d : 
March, 1867, provided for the investigation by th 
Secretary of the Navy of the claims of all the ev: 
tractors for building vessels of war and steam m 
chinery; and whereas, pursuant to the act aforesaid 
the Secretary of the Navy appointed a naval boar 
for the investigation of the claims in question, and 
it appearing that the provisions of said act have n 
been fully conformed to in the findings of said board, 
and as Congress bave neither the time nor means fi 
the careful legal investigation which the importance 
of the subject demands, and for the purpose of re 
lieving it from the further consideration of the sub 
ject, and as a final settlement of the claims of thi 


It will be so 


| contractors: Therefore, 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Represent 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the claims for building vessels of wai 
and steam machinery referred to in the act entitled 
“An act for the relief of certain contractors for t) 
construction of vessels of war and steam machinery,’ 


| approved March 2, 1867, be referred to the Court o! 
| Claims, which is hereby vested with jurisdiction 


under said act, and whose duty it shall be to invest 

igate and determine the claims of the several peti- 
tioners upon the principles of the act aforesaid, ani 
said finding shall have the same force and eflect as 
any other judgment of said Court of Claims: [re 

vided, That no claim shall be thus referred under 
this resolution in favor of Secor & Co., Perjne, Seco! 
& Co., Harrison Loring, the Atlantic Works of Bos 

ton, Aquilla Adams, M. F. Merritt, Tomlinson, liart 

upee & Co., Harland & Hollingsworth, or Poole 4 
Hunt, or any or either of them, upon any vessel upou 
which un allowance was made by the board organizeu 
under the act of March 2, 1867. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec 
tion to the present consideration of this join! 
resolution ? 

Mr. POMEROY. I should certainly object 
to that preamble. I do not wish it to be set 
forth that Congress has neither the time nor 
the means to attend to anything of this kind. 
I have no objection to the resolution. 

Mr. DRAKE. I am willing that that shall 
be stricken out. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec: 
tion to it if the preamble shall be stricken out: 

Mr. BOREMAN. I confess I do not under: 


_ stand the joint reselution sufficiently to vote 


| 


upon it now. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom 
West Virginia objects, and it will be placed 

non the Calendar. 

ALFRED CALDWELL. 


we. BOREMAN submitted the following 
olution; which was considered by unani- 
ai eonsent, and agreed to: 

Where itis alleged by the administrator of Alfred 


yell, deceased, late consul to Honolulu, that in 
- the last statement of the account of said 
il as such consul the accounting officers of the 
casury Department have committed error, to the 
reat prejudice of the estate of said decedent; and 
; vas the said accounting officers affirm that they 
said account unless authorized so to 
hy act or resolution of Congress: Therefore, 
Pesolved. That this subject be referred to the Com- 
ittee on Commerce fortheir investigation, and that 
hey report what relief, if any, thesaid administrator 
- entitled to in the premises. 
eOREIGN AND TERRITORIAL APPOINTMENTS. 
Mr. CHANDLER submitted the following 
“ . ° ° 3 . 
esglution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed 
communicate to the Senate a list of all appoint- 
ents the commissions for which were issued from 
iis Department to officers, the duties of which have 
eon at any time heretofore or are now exercised in 
nv of the Territories belonging to the United States, 
rin any foreign country; and that he give also the 
mount of compensation allowed to each of said ap- 
jintments and the State from whence appointed. 
DISMISSED NAVAL OFFICERS. 
Mr. WARNER. I offer the following reso- 
and ask for its present consideration : 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
r( ‘ted to t ( . ’ 
f William Pollard, which resulted in his dismissal 
(rom the Navy.in 1867; and also the records in the 
wes of F. W. Mintzer, acting ensign United States 


vy, and Horace E. Mullan, lieutenant commander 
United States Navy. 


re 









were 
innot reopen 


tinn * 
L100 , 


[here being no objection, the Senate pro- | 


eeded to consider the resolution. 
Mr. WARNER. I will simply say that I 


fered a resolution the other day calling on 


the Secretary of the Navy to report the facts | 


nthe ease of Mr. Pollard. The Secretary of 
the Navy felt bound under the resolution only 
report the fact of Mr. Pollard’s dismissal 
nd the date of dismissal. I now call for the 
ord in the case. The case has seemed to 
ae, under the petition of Mr. Pollard, one of 


iardship, as he was the only man in the Navy | 
rom the State of Alabama who was loyal to 


‘he flag throughout the war. 
I'he resolution was adopted. 
PUBLIC LANDS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. CASSERLY submitted the following | 


resolution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


send to the Senate the record of the trial | 


Resolved, That with aview to the morespeedy settle- | 
ment and disposition of the public lands of the United | 
States in the State of California the Committee on | 


Public Lands be instructed to consider the propriety 
of a law for a general system respecting said lands 


and fordistributing the same into different classes, the | 


lirst class to consist of agricultural lands of the first 
quality ; the second class, of all other agricultural 
lands; the third class, of pasture lands; the fourth 
class, of timbered lands of the first quality ; the fifth, 
of all other timbered lands; the sixth class, of lands 
bearing gold, silver, and quicksilver; the seventh 
class, of lands containing any other metals or miner- 
als; and, if thesaid committee shall find it proper, to 
report a bill accordingly. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 


hour has expired, and the currency bill, being 


the unfinished business at the adjournment on | 


lriday evening, is before the Senate. Several 
Senators have risen for the purpose of pre- 
senting resolutions. Does the Senator from 

hio consent to have the unfinished business 
passed over informally until the morning hour 
business is concluded ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. Then the Chair 


RP cian ; 7 
will continue to receive resolutions. 


GLOBE OF 1866-67. 

Mr. STEWART submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be re- 
wuested toexamine the second and third parts of the 


Globe of 1866 and 1867, and report what action is 
necessary to correct the misplacement of dates and 
pages of those volumes. 


MILITARY COMMISSION IN GRORGIA. 
Mr. NORTON submitted the following reso- | 
lution : 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, 


| and are hereby, instructed to inquire and report to 


the Senateas soon as practicable by what authority, 


| if any, General Terry has organized and convened a 
| military commission to inquire into the eligibility 


ofsenators and representatives elected to the Legisla- 


| ture of the State of Georgia and their right to hold 


seats in thatbody ; and for the purpose of facilitating 
such inquiry the President of the United States be, 
and he is hereby, requested, and the Seeretary of War 
and the General of the Army, and each of them, are | 
hereby directed, to communicate to the Senate copies 


| of allorders which they or either of them have issued, 


and ofallcorrespondence which they oreitherot them 
have had with thesaid General Terry orthe Governor 
of Georgia; and, 
they or either of them may have on that subject or 


| with reference to the action or proceedings of such 


military commiesion. 


Mr. SUMNER. I object to the consider- 
ation of that resolution. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


Objection being 


| made to its consideration, the resolution will 
| hie over. 


PRINTING OF A REPORT. 
Mr. RAMSEY submitted the following res- 


| olution; which was relerred to the Committee 


on Printing : 
Resolved, That one thousand co; ies of the report | 
of the Postmaster General, in comptierce with the 


|| resolution of the Senate of the 17th instant, be printed 


| for the use of the Senate. 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimops 


resolution (S. R. No. 104) granting a pension 


| to Mrs. Mary Lincoln, widow of the late Presi- | 


dent of the United States; which was read | 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee | 
on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
TRON-CLAD CONTRACTORS. 
Mr. BOREMAN. A few moments since I 
objected to the consideration of a bill which 
was reported by the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs. I think had the matter been fully 


| explained there would have been no objection. 


I understand now the substance of the bill, 
and I wish to withdraw my objection so that 
the bill may be considered. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
further objection the joint resolution (S. R. 
No. 92) for the relief of certain contractors 


steam machinery will be considered as before 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, and 
the question is on striking out the preamble. 
The Chair hears no objection, and the pre- 
amble is stricken out. The question now recurs 
on the two amendments reported by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will now report the joint resolution as it stands 
amended. 

The joint resolution, as amended, was read. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator from 
Missouri state what is the amount of these 
claims and what is their nature? 

Mr. DRAKE. I will explain the matter in 
a very few words for the satisfaction of any 
Senator who desires to be informed upon the 
subject. 

On the 2d day of March, 1867, an act was 
passed ‘‘for the relief of certain contractors 
for the construction of vessels of war and steam 
machinery,’’ directing the Secretary of the 
Navy to investigate the claims of all such con- 
tractors for damages on account of delays in 
the construction of the vessels and machinery 
caused by the Govertiment. Two investiga- 
tions were made under that act. The princi- 
ples of the investigation are very fully stated 
in the act, very carefully and perspicuously | 
drawn. There is no mistake at all as to what 
principles shall govern in the ascertainment of 
these claims. ‘lhe amount of them is the very 


| thing that is to be ascertained. 
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' It cannot be 
named. As I said, two investigations were had. 


| One of them allowed to a large number of 
|| contractors a certain sum; the other investiga: 


tion allowed them nothing. Six contractors 
obtained an allowance from the commission 
which the Secretary of the Navy appointed, and 
they received their pay while all the rest re 
ceived nothing. There being one report in favor 
of them and another against them, all they ask 
is to be allowed to go intothe Court of Claims 
and prove up their claims upon the basis laid 


| down in the act of March 2, 1867, not in the 


generally, all official information |} 


general, not upon any loose motion of equity, 
but upon the strictly definite basis of the act 
of March 2, 1867. ‘The Senate has heretofore 
considered the subject and passed the bill in 
precisely the shape that we now desire to pass 
it, except that it then had the preamble which 
has now been struck out. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, I have not 
seen this bill, but I have a distinct recollection 
of having been somewhat acquainted with the 
subject-matter once, and of having opposed, if 
I am not mistaken, the passage of a bill which 
the Senator says this is a copy of. I wish the 
Senator would allow this to lie over. 

Mr. DRAKE. The honorable Senator from 
Wisconsin did not oppose the bill, but he pro 
posed a proviso to it which the Senate adopted, 
which proviso | have in the very words in which 
he .proposed it, and which the Senate has added 
to this bill, according to the report of the com- 
mistee, so that the bill stands now in the iden- 
tical shape in which it was passed by the Senate 
as amended upon the motion of the honorable 
Senator from Wiscoudin, and failed to pass the 
other House for want of sufficient time. 

Mr. HOWE. ‘The Senator cannot be in a 
great hurry about this, and I prefer that he 
should let it lie over. 

Mr. DRAKE. If there were any reason, 
if new light were to be thrown upon the sub- 


| ject, ifanything were to be brought out that was 


not brought out before, and directly within the 
knowledge of the Senator from Wisconsin I 
would agree to let it lie over; but lL hope the 
Senator will not press that request. We are 
only doing now just what was done before with 
his own consent, after his amendment was put 
on. 


Mr. HOWE. Mr. President 
Mr. SHERMAN. If this is going to give 





| rise to debate I must insist on the regular order. 


for the construction of vessels of war and || 


Mr. HOWE. I shall not make any debate 
on the bill, because I am not prepared to do it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Ohio calls for the regular order. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I am in favor of the bill 


| and I have no doubt that it will pass when the 


| reason why it should lie over. 


Senator from Wisconsin has time to examine 
it. I examined it myself at the last session. 

Mr. HOWE. 1 simply ask the Senator from 
Missouri to consent to let it lie over until to 
morrow. I cannot state any very conclusive 
My recollection 
is that I was opposed to the passage of this bill. 
The Senator says I am mistaken in that fact. 
My recollection is very indistinct about it, but 


| this claim has been before the Government in 


different forms a great many times and fora 


| great many years; and that is one reason, I 


think, why we should not pass it in a great 
hurry. But still I shall not divide the Senate. 
Mr. DRAKE. I will not press it now against 


| the Senator’s request. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I call forthe regular order. 
THE CURRENCY. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Theregular order 
is the bill (S. No. 378) to provide a national 
currency of coin notes and to equalize the dis- 
tribution of circulating notes. 

The bill was read the second time by its title, 
aud considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask that the bill be 
reported in full. 

The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 

Be tt enacted, &c., That $45,000,000 in notes for cir- 
eulation may be issued to national banking associa- 
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tions in addition to the $300,000,000 authorized by 
the twenty-second section of the act to provide a 
national currency secured by a pledge of United 
‘tates bonds, and to provide for the circulation and 
redemption thereot, approved June4, 1864; and the 
amount of notes so provided shall be furnished to 
banking associations organized or to be organized in 
those States and Territories having less than their 


proportion under the apportionment contemplated 


by the provisions of the act to amend an act to 


provide a national curreney secured by a pledge of | 


tinited States bonds, and to provide for the circula- 
tion and redemption thereof, approved March 3, 


i465; but a new apportionment shall be made as 
on as practicable, based upon the census of 1870, 
Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That at the end of 


ach month after the passage of this act it shall be 
heduty of the Comptroller of the Currency to report 
to the Secretary of the Treasury the amount of cir- 
culating notes issued to national banking associa- 
tions during the previous month; whereupon the 


Secretary of the Treasury shall redeem and retirean | 
amountof the three per cent, temporary loan certif- | 
icntes iseued underthe acts of March 2, 1867, and July | 


5, 1868, not less than the amountof circulating notes 
o reported; and may, if necessary, in order to pro- 
cure the presentation of such temporary loan certif- 
ieates for redemption, give notice to the holders 
thereof, by publication or otherwise, that certain of 
aid certificates (which shall be designated by num 


ber, date, and amount) shall cease to bear interest | 


from and after the date of such notice, and that the 
certificates so designated shall no longer be availa- 
le as any portion of the lawful money reserve in the 
possession of any national bank; and after such 
notice no interest shall be paid on such certificates, 
und theyshall not be counted asa partof the reserve 
of any banking association. 


Ske. 8 And be it further enacted, That upon the | 


deposit of any United States bonds bearing interest 


payable in gold with the Treasurer of the United | 


States, in the manner prescribed in the nineteenth 


nnd twentieth sections of the national currency &ct, | 
itehall be lawful for the Comptroller of the Currency | 
to issue to the association making the same cirgu- | 
lating notes of different denominations not less than | 


five dollars, equal in amount to ninety per cent. of 


shall bear upon their face the promise of the asso- 
ciation to which they are issued to pay them upon 
presentation at the office of the association in gold 


or silver coin of the United States, and shall be | 


redeemable upon such presentation in such coin. 
Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That every 
national banking association formed under the pro- 


visions of section three of this act shall at all times | 


keep on hand not less than twenty-five per cent. 
of its outstanding circulation in gold or silver coin 
of the United States, and shall receive at par in the 
payment of debts the gold notes of every other bank- 


ing association which at the time of such payment | 


hall be redeeming its circulating notes in gold or 
silver coin of the United States, 


ciation organized for the purycee of issuing gold 
notes, as provided in the preceding section, shall be 


subject to all the requirements and provisions of the | 
national currency act except the first clause of sec- || 


tion twenty-two, which limits the cireulation of 


national banking associations to $300,000,000; the first || 


clause of section thirty-two, which, taken in con- 
nection with the preceding section, wonld require 


national banking s.ssociations organized in the city | 
of San Franciseo to redeem their circulating notes || 
at parin thecity of New York; and the last clause || 
of section thirty-two, which requires every national || 


banking association to receive in payment of debts 
the notes of every other national banking associa- 
tion at par: Provided, That in applying the pro- 
visions and requirements of gaid act to the banking 

ssociations herein provided for, the terms “lawfu! 
money,” and “lawful money of the United States,” 
shall be held and construed to mean gold or silver 
coin of the United States. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I do not 
propose in opening the debate on this bill to 
inake any elaborate financial speech. What 
| desire to say will be addressed solely to the 
Senate, and bear entirely upon the points pre- 
sented by this bill. The bill proposes to deal 
with two questions: first the equalization of 
ihe national currency, and second the estab- 
lishment of banks to issue coin noges; and 
these two propositions are the only subjects on 
which I shall say anything. I shall speak as 
briefly as possible, and present the questions 
involved as clearly as I can, so as to confine 
the debate, if possible, to these two questions. 
lhere are a great multitude of financial ques- 
tions now agitating the public mind that are 
somewhat kindred, connected with these two. 
he enlargement of the discussion by introduc- 
ing them would, I think, rather obscure the 
argument than make it plain. 

The first two sections of this bill provide for 
a partial equalization of the bank circulation 
of the United States. The present circulation 
is distributed with such gross inequality as to be 
revolting to the sense of justice. Three States 


| setts alone, 


: sa | pry cohen Taevitouion 
Src. 5, And be it further enacted, That every asso- || uch States, District, and Territories.’ 
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| whose people are among the most enterprising 


and active of our countrymen, containing a 
population of 1,865,833, or one fifteenth of the 
population of the United States, have an aggre- 
gate circulation amounting to $96,890,497. 
These States are Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
and Connecticut. Witha population of less than 
two millions, they have one third of the whole 
national circulation, so that one fifteenth of the 


|, population absorb and monopolize one third of 


the national circulation. The southern States, 


| with a population ofabout eleven millions, have 
| scarcely any circulation, perhaps a few mil- 
| lions. 


I have here the tables in detail, but I 
cannot give the aggregate. It is probably not 
one fourth as much as the State of Massachu- 
The western States, all of them 
rapidly growing communities, with cities and 
towns and business springing up with amazing 


| rapidity, some of them formed into States 
| within a few years, have practically no circu- 


lation. The Pacific coast is practically ex- 
cluded from our banking system, simply be- 


| eause there they use coin alone in circulation 
| and our currency is sold at a discount. 


‘Thus the present system, which ought to be 


auational one equallyand fairly diffused through | 


the United States, is confined in its beneficial 
effects to the eastern and mainly to the New 
England States. This gross and palpable 
injustice has grown out of a violation of law 


by the Comptroller of the Currency and the || 


Secretary of the Treasury. This fact I stated 
at the last session, and I wish now to call the 


| attention of the Senate distinctly to the law 
the gold value of the bonds deposited, butnotexceed- || under which this grossly unequal distribution 


ing eighty per cent. of their par value; which notes | 


occurred, ‘he flirstnational bank act contained 
a provision for the distribution of the banking 
circulation. The act of February 25, 1863, 
contained this clause: 


‘That the entire amount of circulating notes to be | 


issued under this act shall not exceed $300,000,000, 


150,000,000 of which sum shall be apportioned to | 


associations in the States, inthe Districtof Columbia, 
and in the Territories, according to representative 
poses and the remainder shall be apportioned 
»y the Secretary of the Treasury among associations 
formed in theseveral States, inthe District of Colum- 
bia, and in the Territories, having due regard to the 
existing banking capital, resources, and business of 


Under this act each State would have been 
entitled to a little over five dollars for each in- 
habitant, according to the census of 1860, out 
of the first $150,000,000, and then the other 
$150,000,000 would have been distributed ac- 
cording to business, capital, and resources. 
The eastern States being much wealthier than 
the southern and western, as a matter of course 
would have received much the larger portion 
of the last $150,000,000; but under the other 
provisions of this act each State would have 
at least five dollars for each inhabitant. The 


revised banking act of June 3, 1864, omitted - 


this provision for a distribution, and the rea- 


| son was that the old State banks and new 


banks formed under the national banking sys- 
tem very slowly. The disposition was to en- 
courage the old banks, as rapidly as they could, 
to form under the new banking system. Sec- 
tion forty-four of that revised act contained 
this provision : 

“That any bank incorporated by special law, or 
any banking institution organized under a general 
law of any State, may, by authority of this act, be- 
come a national association under its provisions, by 
the name prescribed in its organization certificate.’’ 

This gave to each existing bank, without 
regard to the rule of distribution, the right to 
organize under the national banking system. 
It was supposed when this act took effect that 
these banks would rapidly go into the new sys- 
tem, but that still the amount of $300,000,000 
would be amply suflicient to secure to each 
State its proper proportion. So matters pro- 
ceeded. In the fall of 1864 the old banks were 
rapidly going into the new system. Then it 
was found necessary to reénact the old pro- 
vision requiring a distribution. After a con- 


siderable debate in the Senate, in the session 
of 1864-65, Congress by an amendment to the 
national banking act restored in the same words 


the old provision of the act of 1863, 


_ culation. 
of October, 1864, according to the official state 
| ment, which I havein my hand, was $65,864,650, 


| lowing, the Ist of July, 1865. 
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: : I will read 
it again. By the act approved March 3. 1865 
it was provided: — 

‘And that $150,000,000 of the entire am Unt of 
cirulating notes authorized to be issued shall | 
apportioned to associations in the States, in the Di. 
trict of Columbia, and in the Territories, accordin, 
to representative population, and the remainds® 
shall be apportioned by the Secretary of the Troasy.. 
among associations formed in the respective States 
in the District of Columbia, and in the Territau. 
having due regard to the existing bankin 
resources, and business of such State, Dis 
Territory. 

This was the act of March 8, 1865. Accord. 
ing to the last report before that time ther, 
were only $65,000,000 of circulation outstand. 
ing, so that this old provision or barrier againg, 

er as gains 
unequal distribution was restored to the law 
long before there was any great amount in cir 


The amount outstanding on the | 


ritories, 
§ Capital, 
trict, and 


si 


When the war closed, and as the credit of 


_ the country revived, banks were rapidly orgap. 
| ized under the national banking system. They 
| it was that this privilege, which for a long ti 


ime 
had gone a begging, was eagerly sought for be 
old and new banking associations ; and as the 
capital of the country was accumulated mainly 
in the older States, immediately after the war 
was over there was a great rush to organiz: 
national banks there. ‘lhe Comptroller of the 
Currency utterly disregarded the law that | 
have read, and authorized banks to be formed 
without any reference whatever to that rule of 
distribution. He did not even refer to such » 
law in his next report. Now he justifies him- 
self by a provision of an act passed on the same 
day, the 3d of March, 1865, an amendmen 
made to an internal revenue act, an amend 
ment offered and adopted with scarcely any 
consideration, in the last hours of the session 
thrust into a place where it did not belong. |; 
is a striking evidence of the effects of legisla 
tion put upon appropriation bills and other bills 
during the last hours of a session. Under that 
amendment the Comptroller sought to excus: 
or justify his disregard of the provision passed 
after debate on the same day. 1| will read tha: 
amendment. It was inserted on motion of the 
Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. Antuovyy, | 
I think at midnight, or at a very late hour: 
“That any existing bank organized under the laws 
of any State having a peid-up capital of not less 
) 


than $75,000, which shall apply before the Ist day oi 
July next, sball have authority to become a national! 


| bank under the act entitled ‘‘ An act to provideans 


tional currency secured by a pledge of United Siat 
bonds, and to provide for the circulation and r 
demption thereof,” approved June 3, 1864, and sha!! 
comply with all the requirements of said act shall, 
if such bank be found by the Comptroller of the 
Currency to be in good standing and credit, receiy 
such authority in preference to new associations ap- 
plying for the same.” 

That is, it continued the old privilege in favor 
of the old banks up to the Ist of July then fol: 
Now, it seems 
to me than an executive oflicer, in construing 
these two laws together, both being of the same 
date, would give effect to both. He would 
naturally say that the distribution would be 
made under the act of March 3, 1865, first read 
by me, and then that in availing themselves o! 
that distribution the existing banks within 
the State might under the second act I read 
have the priority within the limits assigned to 
that State under the distribution. That was 
undoubtedly the true construction of the acts; 
but even this limited operation of the amend 
ment of Mr. Anrnony is confined to and ex- 
pines on the Ist of July, 1865. It was a privi- 
ege that expired on the Ist of July, 1865 ; and 
yet on the Ist ot July, 1865, the whole amount 


of banking circulation was less than one hun- 


dred and fifty million dollars, and the other 
$150,000,000 was issued in plain disregard o! 


| law, without any pretense or justification, an 


that has created all this difficulty. 
I have in my hand the report of the Comp- 


troller of the Currency, showing that on the Ist 


of October, 1865, three months after this priv- 
ilege had exhausted itself, the whole amount 
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f circulation then outstanding was $190,847,- 
NER, leaving $110,000,000 yet to be distributed ; | 
2 vet this $110,000,000 was issued to banks 
‘a the old States, not only in violation of the 
at which I have read, of March 3, 1865, but 
» violation of the act under pretense of which 
- was done. That act expired by its own lim- 
tion on the Ist of July preceding. I call atten- | 
“on to this matter simply to show that this | 
whole difficulty grew out of a disregard of the 
iow: that it was not the defect of the law, but 

‘violation of the law. 

"Now, Mr. President, this unequal distribu- 

‘on creates an iron monopoly, which is the 

-ource of sectional complaint in this country, 
nd which, a8 sur@ a@ fate, will overthrow this 

~vstem of banking unless it is corrected in 
some way. You cannot maintain inthis coun- 
‘ry a system whieh is bound around by a limit 
hevond which you cannot go; a system which 
; now regarded as a profitable privilege, the 
sreat body of which has been absorbed by a || 
single section of the country. When you add | 
the fact that this unequal distribution was 
brought about by a plain and palpable viola- 
‘ion of law you have a case of injustice that 
willnot besubmitted to. It will be overthrown 
even if the whole system must be overthrown. 
From the very time this inequality was as- 
certained, at the very next session of Con- 
eres, bills were introduced both in the Senate 
and House to provide for a redistribution of 
the currency. Complaints were made that the 
new States, where credit is needed, where 
money is needed, where more than anywhere 
else the convenience of banking is necessary, 
were utterly exeluded ; that they were allowed 
no banks, no means of borrowing; while the || 
older States, where credit was less needed, 
where capital had accumulated by ages of 
labor, had a superfluity of circulation. Then 
t arose that in the West there was a great cry 
for more currency. Every western State de- 
manded of its Representatives and Senators || 
more currency, while the eastern States, who || 
had a superfluity of itunder the law and under 
the distribution, rather demanded contraction. 
Yet when the western States called on the | 
eastern States to surrender a portion of this 
circulation difficulties occurred. ‘They then 
claimed that these banks had vested rights ; 
that they had received the circulation in good 
faith, in accordance with law; that it would || 
be wrong to take it away from them; that it | 
would derange their business, call in debts and | 
loans, and would be very embarrassing. 

So strong was the necessity of equalizing this 
distribution felt that during the last Congress 
both Houses passed bills on the subject with- 
drawing from the New England States their 
excess of circulation and distributing it among || 
the western and southern States ; but the Sen- || 
ate and House differed as to the extent and 
manner of the redistribution. The House de- 1 
manded a general revision and tearing up, you | 
may say, of the old banking institutions in the | 
eastern States and the distribution of that cir- | 
culation in the West. The House bill was so | 
general in its character that I felt the force of 
the argument of the Senators who opposed it, 
that it would derange their business and do 
more harm to the whole business of the coun- || 
try than it would do good to the western States. || 
We in the Senate proposed to limit the distri- || 
bution to twenty, thirty, or forty million dol- || 
lars, and to that extent we did provide for it; but || 
the difference between the two Houses caused 
both propositions to fail, and now the circula- 
tion continues unequally distributed as before. 

I'he question now is, what remedy ought to || 
be proposed? There are buttwo. ‘The first is || 
‘0 carry out the plan, proposed at the last Con- || 
gress, to recall from the banks in the eastern |! 
States their excess of circulation and distribute || 

| 


| 








it to the West and South, maintaining the limit 
of $300,000,000 of national bank circulation. | 
lhe objection to that has already been stated | 
by me, and will no doubt be stated by others | 
if the debate should go so far, that it would | 


derange business more in the East than it would 
help the West and South; that although the 


| officers of the Government may have done 


wrong, yetas these banks had a kind of vested 
right in the privilege granted to them for a cer- 
tain length of time. it would be hard to take it 


|} away from them. That argument of hardship 


was felt here in the Senate, and I presume will 
prevent now anything like a general redistri- 
bution of the national banking circulation. 
The only other way is to increase the limit 
of banking circulation. It is now limited to 
$800,000,000. The Committee on Finance 
proposed to raise the limit to $345,000,000 
and allow this increase of $45,000,000 to be 
distributed in the West and South. Here 
at once objection is made that this is an 
inflation of the currency; this is an expansion 
of the currency. For one I must say that I 
cannot support any measure, with my views of 
what is best for the public interests, pending 
the present condition of affairs and the suspen- 
sion of specie payments, that will increase the 
volume of paper currency in this country, until 


|} we get down to the solid standard of gold and 
|| silver coin. And yet at the same time | see 
the vital necessity, the imperious necessity of 


repairing this unequal distribution of banking 
circulation. We must dothat orelse be prepared 
to see the whole system of national banking 
overthrown and give way to the old system of 
State banks. 

The national banking system is infinitely 
preferable to any State banking system. I do 
not think any intelligent man who examines this 
question will hesitate on that point. The old 


State banks were governed by a diversity of 


laws; they were bound in a diversity of secur- 
ities, and in many cases without any. ‘he 


| bills were as multifarious in form, color, and 


dies as the wit of bank-note engravers could 
devise. Under the national system we have 
absolute security to the bill-holder. We have 
the identity of the notes. Thereare but a few 
forms of notes, so that any plain man carrying 


| on the ordinary business ot life can tell whether 


a note is good or not. They are all printed 
with the greatest care by the Government. 
The Government is the guarantor. The Gov- 
ernment holds in its hands absolute security 


| fortheir redemption. They areauniform cur- 
| rency, floating all over the United States, as 


good in one place as another ; while under the 
State banking system the notes were only good 
within the limits of the State. Ithink no one 
who has investigated this subject would now 
propose to restore the State banking system. 
The national banking system is much better, 


much more secure, much more certain; but at 
| the same time the national banking system 


cannot be maintained as a sectional monopoly. 
This is the vital weakness of the system, which 


| if removed would leave us the best paper cur- ° 


rency yet devised. 

Now, Mr. President, in order to avoid any 
expansion of the currency there were two 
courses open to the Committee on Finance, 
and on this there was some difference of opin- 
ion. One was as the new bank notes were 
issued to withdraw the United States notes, or, 
as ‘they are commonly called in the familiar 
language of the day, the greenbacks. This 
proposition, even if it should receive the assent 


|| of the Senate, would not probably receive the 
|| assent of the House. The greenbacks are the 


great favorite of the people. They have been 
the agency and means by which our country 
was carried through the war. They are a con- 


| venient form of currency. During the suspen- 


sion of specie payments they are the best form 
of currency. Any contraction of the amount 
of greenbacks, except as a means of approach- 
ing specie payments, would be met by ustrong 
popular feeling. Even if our reason should 


| convince us that it is wiser and better to with- 


draw greenbacks, in order to give place to 
national bank notes and gold and silver coin, 
the popular sense of our constituents would 
prevent us from doing it. 
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This feeling is the great obstacle to specie 
payments. If we should attempt it it will cause 
a contraction of the currency more severe and 
stringent than any we have yet felt. Hereto 
fore any contraction that has gone on has been 
supplied by some other form of circulation. 
We have already retired fifty or sixty million 
dollars of greenbacks, but daring that proces 
we issued over one hundred million dollars of 
national bank notes. If now the process « 
contraction should go on, if we withdraw gr 
backs merely to equalize the distribution of 
bank circulation, we would create a stringenc) 
in the money market and prevent the formation 
of new banks, leaving the present distribution 
a festering sore of sectional irritation. he 
payment of the greenbacks or their funding 
into bonds should be treated as a distinct 
measure of financial policy—as a measure ot! 
resumption, and not at all as a means of dis 
tributing bank circulation. But thig is a sub- 
ject that is scarcely worth discussing now, be 
cause in view of the general sentiment in all 
parts of our country a retirement now of green 
backs to give way to national bank notes would 
not receive the approval of our constituents, 
and no financial measure ought to pass Con- 
gress unless it receives the judgment of the 
substantial people of the country. 

The only resort, then, was for the withdrawal 
of what are called the three per cent. certifi- 
cates. ‘These certificates are a demand loan by 
the United States, payable in greenbacks on 
demand or after ten days’ notice. They draw 
three per cent. interest. ‘They are held by the 
banks as a portion of their reserve ir the place 
of greenbacks. ‘They are, therefore, the most 
dangerous and offensive form of Government 
indebtedness, because we are liable to be called 
for the amount of them ata time when it is 
most inconvenient to paythem. Weare liable 
to be called upon to pay them in the midst of 
a panic. As we approach specie payments 
we may be called upon to pay these certifi- 
cates in coin. ‘They were issued only under 
the pressure of a necessity. Senators around 
me will remember very well their history. The 
banks held a large amount of maturing com- 
pound-interest notes. Those were in the nature 
of currency, and were presented for payment 
as they became due. The Secretary of the 
Treasury had no means to pay them except 
either by issuing a new form of certificates or 
issuing more bonds. He did not desire to 
increase the bonded debt of the United States, 
and therefore called upon Congress to autho: 
ize him to issue these temporary loan certiti 
cates. ‘The only reason why they were taken 
at all, bearing as they did so low a rate of 
interest as three per cent., was becaust 
gave the banks who hold them the privilege to 
hold them as a part of their reserve. They may 
at any time by a contraction of the currency 
be forced out of the banks upon the Treasury 
for payment. This form of indebtedness ought 
to be paid off as rapidiy as possible. 

Put the payment of these three per cent. cer- 
tificates operates as a coutraction of the cur- 
rency. As they are paid off and retired their 
place must be supplied by the same amount of 
greenbacks in the vaults of the bank. They 
are in every essential particular except actual 
circulation among the people a currency pre- 
cisely to the same extent as the United States 
notes. The very moment they are paid off 
they must be supplied by United States notes. 
If they are presented for payment they must 
be paid in United States notes or coin. They 
fill the exact vacuum and place that must be 
filled by the greenbacks. The bill therefore 
proposes to retire $45,000,000 of three per 
cent. certificates, all that are now outstanding, 
as these new bank notes are issued. 

Under the first and second sections of the 
bill, therefore, $45,000,000 of circulating notes 
will be apportioned among the several States, 
in accordance with existing law, mainly to the 
people of the South, and as the banks are 
organized from month to month the Secretary 


i 


” 
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of the Treasury is required to pay off the three | of coin notes, and to equalize the distribution of cir- 


er cent. certificates. 
j 
cach Senator will be interested in the ques- 
tion how much his own State will get of this 
15,000,000; and Senators have inquired of me 
low it will be divided. ‘There has been some 
criticism as to whether or not the terms of the 
Lill were clear and specific enough to secure a 
distribution according to existing law; and I 
have, therefore, caused to be prepared by the 
Comptrolier of the Currency a statement show- 
iny what ‘tates will receive this $45,000,000, 
In suswer fo that communication of mine the 
Conptroller of the Currency says: 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Orrick or COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENCY, 
Wasuinoton, D. ©., January 20, 1870. 
Sim: [have the honorto acknowledge the receipt of 
your communication of the 17th instant, and to state 
n reply that my construction of the last clause of 
n oneol a bill to provide a national currency 
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culating notes (5. No. 378) is that those States having 
less than their proportion according to population 
would be entitled to priority over other States in 
the supply of bank circulation. 

I inclose herewith astatement showing the amount 
to which each of the southern States would be enti- 
tled under the apportionment of the first $150,000,000, 
the amount which has already been furnished to 
those States, and the amount necessary to bring those 
States upon an equality under such apportionment 
with the other States of the Union, from which you 
will observe that it will require $25,289,570 to supply 


the per capita apportionment of those States—leaving | 
something over nineteen million dollars to be appor- | 
tioned according to business, banking capital, re- | 


sources, &c., or to be retained until a new apportion- 
ment can be made under the census of 1870. 

If it should seem proper to the committee to direct 
which of these courses should be pursued, I shall, of 
course, acquiesce in their judgment. 


Very respectfully, 
H.R. HULBURD, 
Comptroller. 
Hon. Joun SHERMAN, 


Chairman Finance Committee United States Senate. 


lutement owing the amount of circulation to which each of the southern State# would be entitled under 
the apportionment of the firet $150,000,000, the amount which has already been furnished, and the amount 
necessary to bring those States upon an equality with the other States. 


States. 


Virginia and West Virginia.. 
Missouri ial lata 
Kentucky 
lennessee,... 
Louisiana,.... 
Mississippi 
Georgina 


S0Uth Carolina.......corcc-sses- 


Alabama 

DO BB iu chaecetided achosvéseedduveoonioticns stbdbcebdadnpenetianiebianiabies 

A Se... 1, snccleansabindesiebineiienibitia similis cedthlin ities 

SP IEIITININ sidan s erdictisinns tees ackinnaniienaiscmeammanenceniceciaa mae 
Total.. 


lt appears from the statement that the south- 
crn States, in order to make up their share of 


{ 
the first $150,000,000, willreceive $25,289,570. | 


hat will leave $19,000,000 of this increased 
circulation to be distributed under the second | 
c] | 
States according to resources, banking cir- 
culation, &c., giving to those Laving the least 
first. ‘This will give to the western and south- 
ern States, under the rule of apportionment 
provided by existing law, some nineteen mil- 
‘ion dollars, Precisely how much it will give 
to each State would be difficult to tell at pres- 
ent without a careful detailed examination 
aud comparison of their resources, business 
capital, &e. At any rate, $25,289,570 of this 
amount would first be distributed to those States 
having no circulation at all, or comparatively 
none; and the remaining $20,000,000 would be 
distributed to the southern and western States. 
This is all I desire to say in regard to the 
first branch of the bill. The last three sec- 
tions of the bill relate entirely to the coin 
The committee were of the opinion 
that it was better in this bill to inaugurate a 
simple general rule by which all associations 
whenever located, in all parts of our country 
without any limitation asto circulation, might 
organize under the banking system to issue 
coin notes. The objection may be made that | 
this will not be made available; but we are 
assured from the highest authorities that banks 
would at once be organized under this system 
in the States of California and Oregon, and 
in the cities of New York, Charleston, and 
New Orleans. No banks would be organized 
upon a coin basis with authority to issue coin 
notes unless coin or coin notes are in general 
circulation at the place of location of the | 
banks. As a matter of course, where the | 
ordinary circulation of the country is filled up | 
by our national currency notes or greenbacks 
vold notes would not have a ready circulation ; | 
but it is to be remembered that the whole | 
Pacific coast are now usin 
coin, and they are eager and anxious to avail 


notes, 


NO i lla ll dla ae a 


lause of the apportionment; that is, to the || 


| 


|| that we do not look to. 


gold and silver || 


Amount enti- 





| 
| Amount 
. ( , 6 
“aout Sneet pyrene y to 
ment. | | equalize. 
| $6,032,457 $4,129,600 | $1,902,857 
a 5,823,061 4,218,630 1,604,431 
5,076, 106 2,371,620 2,704,486 
4,551,585 1,265,470 | 3,286,115 
2,053,338 1,245,000 | 808,338 
1,935,456 66,000 | 1,869,456 
2 8,247,395 1,234,000 2,013,395 
3,610,149 383,400 | 3,226,749 
‘i 1,644,205 | 1,426,205 
Saad 2,887,413 2,534,388 
. 2,300,938 35 | 1,893,403 
<i 1,769,896 179,500 | 1,590,396 
429 351 429,351 
$41,361,350 $16,071,780 


$25,289,570 


themselves of the benefit of banking upon a 
gold basis. 

We have assurances that banks will be organ- 
ized under this system at once on the Pacific 
coast to a very large amount, thus unlock- 
ing, if you please, a portion of the gold that 
must necessarily be used now for the ordinary 
channels of circulation. In the city of New 
York there is now a commerce going on of 
over six hundred million dollars, all of which 
is carried on on the gold basis; and so great 
is the necessity for paper money to represent 
this gold business that they actually deposit 


| $50,000,000 of gold coin in the Treasury of 


the United States, and receive gold notes with- 
out interest, merely to facilitate the ordinary 


' transaction of this great commercial business. 


I suppose the transactions between the first 
and second dealers in New York based upon 
gold notes, upon gold, and upon gold values 
is more than one thousand million dollars per 
annum. Thespeculative transactions upon gold 
and gold notes have in some cases amounted 
to three or four hundred million dollars a day ; 
but those are mere representative operations 
The actual business 
transactions in gold now being carried on in the 
city of New York represent an aggregate of 


| business of not less than $1,000,000,000. The 


whole foreign commerce in the city of New 
York, exports and imports, is about six hun- 


dred million dollars, and allowing that mer- 


chandise exported and imported passes through 
two hands before it becomes assimilated to our 
paper currency, the amount of business trans- 
actions is probably more than one thousand 
million dollars. 

So in the cities of Charleston and New 
Orleans, where cotton is measured by the gold 
standard, they can very readily use these coin 
notes, and it will there be a very convenient 


| agency of exchange for the great production 
| of cotton. 
these places, and to the extent that they are | 


These banks may be organized in 


organized they will furnish to the people a sure 
currency based upon coin, payable in coin, 


| Finance. 
kept to these two distinct propositions. If you 
| attempt, for instance, to regulate the character 
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having all the requisites that it is possible to 
have to provide the best national currency 

| take it, without extending my argumen, 
on this point—for I did not intend to speak 
very long, but merely to present these oy:. 
lines—that these coin notes when issued will 


| present the four essential requisites of a good 
currency: first, the absolute security of tho 


note-holder by the United States; second, the 
agency of private corporations or banks t, 


| give flexibility to the currency and to meet the 
ebb and flow of exchanges ; third, its rede 
| tion in gold coin on demand; fourth, its free. 
dom from monopoly or restrictions, except 


Mp- 


such as are necessary to protect the creditors 
of banks. 

These are the only points that are essentially 
necessary for the consideration of this bill. | 
might now mention a multitude of other topics 
that may be drawn into this discussion that are 
now being considered by the Committee on 
It seems to me this bill ought to be 


of the bonds that should be filed as a security 
for the coin notes or the circulating notes you 
trespass upon another great domain, the fund. 
ing system. Therefore we have organized 
these banks upon existing bonds; and if any 
provisions of law should hereafter be made 
requiring existing banks to buy a new kind of 
bonds as the basis of bank note circulation, 
those same provisions of law would apply to 
these banks. 

So there are a multitude of other questions 
that might be drawn into this discussion. The 


| question of a choice between greenbacks and 
bank notes might be drawn into it; but we 
| have avoided any reference to it because [| 


believe the judgment of the country is gradu- 
ally settling down to the conviction that a note 
issued by a Government cannot be a proper 
agency of circulation. Other nations as well 
as our own have often tried the experiment of 


ate st. ; ; 
maintaining a circulating note issued by the 


| Government, and they have uniformly found 
| it to fail. 
| issued by a Government that flexibility neces- 


It is impossible to give a currency 


sary to meet the ebb and flow of exchanges ; 
and therefore experience has shown that a (iov- 
ernment note issued by a Government and 
maintained alone upon the guarantee of the 


| Government does not form a good circulating 


medium except during a suspension of specie 
payments. It must have a flexibility, an ebb 
and flow which will enable it to be increased 
in certain periods of the year, and enable it to 


| flow back again into the vaults of the banks at 


others. Iam convinced, although it is uune- 
cessary to discuss that point here, that in time 
it will be wise to retire our United States notes 
and all forms of Government circulation and 
depend upon notes issued by private corpora- 
tions, amply secured beyond peradventure, so 
thatin no case can the note-holder lose, and then 


| to subject these banks to regulations applicable 
| to all parts of the country; make them free, so 


that the business of banking will be like the 
business of manufactures, blacksmithing, or 
any other ordinary occupation or business of 
life, to be governed by general law. 

Mr. DAVIS. I was unfortunately out of the 
Chamber when the honorable Senator made the 
first part of his remarks on this subject, and I 
wish to make a single inquiry of him in rela- 
tion to the gold notes. Where are the gold 
notes to be redeemed, and what is the assur- 
ance that the holder will always have them 
redeemed when he presents them ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Theyareto be redeemed 
in the first instance by the bank ; but as a mat- 
ter of course the United States is the guaran- 
tor. The security is the bond of the United 
States. They can only get eighty per cent. of 
gold notes upon the amount of Soe deposited. 

Mr. DAVIS. I understand from the honor- 


orable Senator, then, that whenever a gold note 
is presented to the counter of a bank, and the 
bak refuses to redeem it from its inability to 


1870. 
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or any other cause, the holder is to look 
s indirect and remote way to the Govern- 
for its redemption. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Undoubtedly: and the 
Government has the bonds in its vaults to sell 
at once to redeem the notes. If the Senator 
sup} .oses that the bonds of the Governmentare 
ay at any time worth eighty cents on the dollar 
he places a lower estimate on the credit of the 
andl ds than I do. 

“Mr. DAVIS. If my honorable friend will 
allow me, it is the promptness and certainty 
oith which these gold notes are redeemed that 
wl gees titute their chief value. If you want 
o make gold notes equivalent to gol 1 as acir- 
lation you must provide { or their redemp- 
tion W henever the holder chooses to present 
them to the counter of the bank. Ifthe bank 
does not redeem them, to make them perfectly 
good 1 and equivalent to gold and silver coin 
he Government must then and there be ready 
to redeem them. ‘That is my proposition. 
Mr. SHERMAN. My friend has not read 
the bill, [think. If he will look at section four 
of this bill he will find that it provides— 


lo 80, 
in t thi 


ment 








That every national banking associ: ation fo me l 
under the provisions of section three of thisact shall 
it all time keep on hand not less than twenty-five 
per cent. of its outstanding circulation in gold or 
silver coin of the United States. 

So that the note-holder has the benefit of this 
coin which must be maintained there—and that 
is shown by the monthly reports—and also the 
benefit of the deposit with the Government of 
the United States of bonds totwenty per cent. 
more than the amount of the coin notes. If 
any further security is necessary it will be a 
question rather of detail than of principle. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ifthe Senator will permit me, 
I have no doubt of the ultimate sufficiency of 
the security for the redemption of the gold | 


Report of authorized capital, authorized 


States. 
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notes as provided by his bill; but the point 
that | am trying to suggest is this: that that 
ultimate security and certainty of getting the 
amount of the gold note in coin is not sufli- 
cient for the purposes of trade and commerce ; 
that if he intends to make a currency perfectly 
secure and equivalent to gold and silver he 
must provide that whenever the gold notes are 
presented to the bank they shall then and there 
be redeemed by the Government if the bask | 
refuses to pay them, without any delay what- 
ever. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is the present law 
I willinform my honorable friend. Under the 
present system if a note is presented to a bank 
and is not paid the note-holder may at once 
present it & the Government and the Govern- 
ment must within, [ think, twenty days pay the 
note, and within those twenty days it may sell 
the securities of the bank to pay it. The holder 
is not even re quired to present it at the counter 
ofthe bank. The banks are bound to redeem 
their notes at certain centers of redemption. 
The same provisions of the banking law which 


apply to the bank notes will apply also to the | 


gold notes. Indeed, as Senators will see, the 
whole provisions of the national banking sys- 
tem are extended to these gold notes. 

L have thus, I trust, Mr. President, directed | 
the attention of the Senate to the points involved | 
in this bill. I will not protract the discussion 

iny further, but will endeavor to answer such 
questions and furnish such information as may 
be necessary to throw light onthe bill. [ only 
beg of Senators not to incumber this bill, on 
which we desire the action of the Senate, that | 
we may have it out of our way in order to reach 
the much more difficult questions involved in 
the funding bill and the various propositions 
that are now under the consideration of the 
Committee on Finance. 


circulation, and circulation delivered. 


appor- 






$15,000,000 
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can add but little to the confusion. 
consideration which encourages me to con 


| 
ti} 
| 
| 


|| @ part of it. 


Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, I rise not so 


| much for the purpose of criticising the bill 


before the Senate as to state my own views of 
what the present exigency demands. 

l am profoundly sorry to be compelled to 
present these views under circumstances which 
make me seem to oppose them to the conclu 
sions of the Finance Committee. My habit 


hitherto has been the catholic one of thinking 


and speaking as | please, until an ecumenical 
council has spoken, and after that to speak as | 
am instructed, reserving to myself the liberty 


| only to think as I please. But it will be remem- 


bered that ever since that early day in the session 
when the Senator from Massachusetts | Mr. 
Sumner] laid upon your table his bill * to 
amend the banking act and to promote the 
return to specie payments,’’ I have sought an 
opportunity to lay these views before the Sen- 
ate. Since [ have not hitherto found that oppor 


| tunity | hope I maybe allowed to presentthem 


now without being thought guilty of recusancy. 

1 do not assert that there is absolute safety 
in a multitude of counselors. I! only insist 
that where there is already a multitude of coun- 
selors, no two of whom are agreed, one more 
t is that 


| tribute my hour to this apparently endless debate 
upon the subject of the national finances. 


|| Lam impressed with the belief that if the 


country were content to be honest, and did not 
particularly care to be smart, we would have a 
less difficult part to act than we now seem to 


| mn" ° 
| he ave. There may be some way out of our 


| present embarrassments better than the right 


way. Ifso I shall not attempt to point it out, 
for I have not myself tried to find it. Believ- 
ing that honesty is for nations as for individ- 
uals, ‘‘the best policy,’’ I shall limit myself to 
the endeavor of showing what honesty demands. 
We owe a large public debt. Weare paying 
a profligate rate of interest upon it. We have 
no money in circulation. We have instead a 
circulation exclusively of paper. The business 
of supplying that circulation is a monopoly, 
shared in nearly equal parts by the Govern- 
ment and by a limited number of privileged 
banking corporations. Those corporations are 
multiplied in one portion of the country and 
|| are almost wholly denied to other large por 
| tions of it. The paper in circulation now, more 


|| than four years after the close of the war, in a 


time of profound peace, of quickened industry, 


|| and of bountiful harvests, cannot be converted 


into gold save at a discount of some twenty per 
| cent.; and in this hour of resplendent victory, 
| when the Re ypublie finds no foreign potentate 
\| to challenge her ability, she finds no foreign 
| merchant to trust her integrity. 

Thus I enumerate the maladies for which we 
are called to prescribe. I do not underesti- 
mate their gravity, and yet I venture to affirm 
that honest courage in the administration of 

| affairs can cure them, all but the first, in twenty- 
four months, and can reduce the annual burden 
of the first fully one quarter. The national debt 
is large. ‘That is not to be denied or forgotten. 
But the cause in which that debt was contracted 
is one to which three hundred thousand volun- 
teers gave their lives. Who is he who dares 
stand by the graves of the patriot dead and say 
that the cause would warrant the sacrifice of 
their lives but is not worthy the tribute of our 
money? It is the trick of demagogues to rep- 
resent the lender as rich and the borrower as 
poor. If the assertion were true it is still 
but the plea which is urged in defense of al! 
marauding. There is no footpad who takes 
purses on the highway but will urge that his 
necessities are greater than those of his victim. 
But in this ease the assertion is false. While 
I hope the lender is not poor, I am glad to 
know the borrower is inestimably rich. The 
borrower is the whole nation ; the lender is but 
The whole is richer than a part. 
The nation is rich. What if we do owe 


|| $2,500,000,000! We own $25,000,000,000 


| to-day. We are occupying more than three 
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million square miles of territory. We are 
working forty million people. We have the 
freest and most productive industry on the 
globe. We are withdrawing a population of 
half a million annually from the eastern con- 
tinent, and it is estimated they bring twenty 
million dollars per year. The world is thus 
contributing the means with which to pay off 
our debt. 

Are we to be told that he who has ten dollars 
cannot pay one; that he who has $25,000 
cannot pay $2,500, having his own time in 
which to pay? 

I’rance embraces an area of two hundred and 
eleven thousand square miles ; about one fif- 
teenth the area of the United States. 
population in 1866 was returned at a little over 
thirty-eight millions. 
was £492,637,872 sterling, which is but a trifle 
less than the debt of the United States. ‘The 
current ordinary expenses of her Government, 
exclusive of interest on her debt and of the 
cost of wars in which she is almost constantly 


Her | 


Her funded debt in 1864 || 


engaged, are about three hundred and fifty | 


million dollars perannum. When the savages 
on the plains and those on the plantations 
also shall once more learn the respect due to 


treaties and laws, $350,000,000 will pay all | 
expenses of this Government, ordinary and | 


extraordinary, and will furnish a sinking fund 
that in thirty years will extinguish the principal 
of the debt. 

Great Britain has a population about three 
fourths the number of ours. 
twenty-five of which would rattle within the 
circumference of the United States. Herpub- 
lic debt is one third larger than ours, and the 
ordinary expenditures of her Government, 
exclusive of interest on her debt, are about two 
hundred and twenty million dollars per annum. 
What Great Britain expends for the cost of 


administration in excess of our expenditures | 


upon the same account would alone pay our 
debt in forty years. ‘* No large national debt 
was ever paid or discharged except by repudi- 
ation.’’ Such isthe testimony of Mr. Walker, 
in his ‘* Science of Wealth.’’ Therefore, urge 
the advocates of repudiation, the American 
debt should be repudiated. Professor Walker 
records a sad historical truth, but the repudiator 
makes a sadder use of it. No great national 
debt ever was paid. But shall no great national 
debt ever be paid? 
been filled with fraud ? 
learn to be honest? 
ever was paid. 
ever before voluntarily promise to pay a great 


Shall the world never 


What if the world has || 


No great national debt | 
But when did a free people | 
|| States. 


| effort. 
She has an area | 


debt incurred in their own defense and for their |! 


own salvation? 
upon an unwilling people; the people sternly 
demanded it. 


This debt was not imposed || 


The burdens of the late war | 


were not forced upon the people; on the con- | 


trary, the people voluntarily assumed them. 


sefore the commencement of this era who | 


had ever died to make atonement for sinners? 
But did Jesus therefore shun the cross? The 
ltepublic may not find a precedent for the pay: 


ment of her debt; but it is her high privilege | 


to make a precedent. The historian of to-day 
can reproach the nations with universal repu- 
diation. The Republic will wipe that reproach 


from the historic page. Our debt will be paid. || 


The public debt may be divided into two 
classes. The one draws interest and is not 
yet due; the other draws no interest and is due. 
Of the debt already funded there is but a small 
part which by the terms of the contract we are 
now permitted to pay; and even that sum we 
are not required to pay for many years to come. 


I 


| 
i} 


| greenback. 


| with its assets; and so instead of endeavoring 


to liquidate them as debts due, they are studious 
to invent some way to liquidate with them debts 
which are not due. 
intrinsically debts and not assets. They are 
really something to be paid and not means of 

ayment. As much as the bonds they are 
issued upon the ‘‘credit’’ of the nation. Itis 
so expressly declared by each of the acts under 
which they are issued. 

By each of those acts the Secretary of the 
Treasury was authorized to prescribe the form 
of the note to be issued, and in pursuance of 
that authority he issued them in the form of a 
promise to pay ‘‘dollars’’ on demand. Every 
note was issued ‘‘ on the credit of the United 
States.’’ Both the words of the statute 
and the words of the note import a perfect 
contract to pay ‘‘dollars’’ on demand. It is 
true the statute declares those notes to be 
‘legal tender ’’ for both public and private 
debts, with certain specified exceptions. So, 


Yet I say these notes are | 


when a citizen of Boston, in August, 1868, | 
transmitted to the Treasurer of the United | 


States one of these promises to pay ten dollars 
and demanded payment for it, the Treasurer 
could not deny it was a debt ; he could not deny 
that the eredit of the United States was sol- 
emnly pledged for its payment. He did not 
feel authorized to return ten dollars in coin for 
it. But he could not allow the national credit 
to suffer, and so he was bound to make an 
He looked again into the statute. He 
found the note was not only a debt either pub- 
lic or private, but it was alsoa legal tender for 
itself in either case. Asin every human nature 


| it is said the angelic and the devilish con- 


stantly struggle for the mastery, so the Treas- 
urer found there was a war in the members of 
the greenback between the principles of debt 
and ofcash. [Kternity alonecan reveal the issue 
of the human strife. The Treasurer settled 
the question for the greenback. And I think 


_ we shall all contemplate the future of mankind 
| with all the more confidence for the assurance 


that the good triumphed over the bad in the 
The principle of cash swallowed 
up the principle of debt, and the Treasurer 


blandly returned the note to his correspondent || 


in payment for itself. Still it is said, that with 


| a persistency truly devilish, the same note con- 


stantly reappears in actual life and constantly 
reasserts itselfas debt; for all the world as if 
it had never been paid at all. Ido not by these 
remarks intend anything like a criticism upon 
the action of the able Treasurer of the United 
I make no question that he did his 
whole duty so far as the law would let him do 
it. It was not his fault but it was the fault of 
the law that he was left ‘‘ like aman to double 
purpose bound ;’’ charged to respect the green- 
back as the obligation of his Government, and 
yet with it liquidate all obligations as with the 
coin of the Republic. 

And yet it is manifest that when the statute 
authorized the Secretary to issue those notes 
‘fupon the credit of the United States’’ it 
meant to plight the national faith to something 
more than that the Treasurer should as often 
as a note was presented for payment return the 
note to the owner. And it is quite as manifest 
that it was not intended for the Treasurer actu- 
ally to pay such notes in coin when presented, 
because it is notorious that the notes were only 
issued because the Government had not and 
could not obtain the coin. 

What, then, was the real contract to which 


| the credit of the United States stands pledged 
'by the several acts under which those notes 


The existence of this portion of the debt, there- | 


fore, reflects no dishonor upon the nation. It 
is not paid because it is not due; but less than 
four hundred millions of the debt consists of 
United States notes and of fractional currency. 
This is all debt and is all due; yet many of 
our people and some of our legislators seem to 
iabor under the strange delusion that these 
notes instead of being classed with the debts 
of the nation are properly to be scheduled 





have been issued ? 
No one, I think, will assert that the Govern- 


| ment would ever have issued a single note for 


the mere purpose of saving interest. That 
would have been simply dishonest. When the 
soldier had served a month he had earned a 
month’s wages ; and when the farmer had sold 
the Government a barrel of beef he had earned 
its price. Each was entitled to his pay in 





something which could be exchanged freely | 
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| and without diminution for any other com- 


modity. The means for such payment Gover 
ments ordinarily obtain by taxation. rel 
are resorted to only to purchase exemption 
from taxation. All share in the benefit of the 
exemption. All should contribute to the eo, 
of it. But to compel a loan without ip 
is simply robbery. It compels a part to car: 
the burden which is confessedly too heavy fon 
the whole. 

But the Government was compelled to bo, 
row. It could not borrow coin for it was no 
tobehad. Itdared not borrow bank notes, fo, 
those could not then be converted into coin 
and as the banks might fail their notes might 
never be converted. United States notes were 
resorted to not as a refuge against borrowing 
on interest but to supply a medium which the 
Government could safely borrow and pay in. 
terest upon. Hence the acts of February and 


€ cost 
terest 


_ July, 1862,which authorized the issue of the first 


$300,000,000 of legal-tender notes, expressly 
declared that while the notes should not draw 
interest they should be convertible, at the pleas- 


| ure of the holder, into bonds which did draw 


interest. 

In my judgment the two great financial blun- 
ders of the times were: first, in issuing those 
notes in the form of promises to pay on demand: 
and, second, in refusing to allow them to be 
converted into interest-bearing bonds, as we 
did after the Ist of July, 1863. By the first act 
we deliberately sanctioned the utterance of a 
promise which we meant to repudiate, and by 
the second we deliberately repudiated a prom- 
ise which we had meant to redeem. It was 
my opinion at the time that no note should be 
issued which promised payment on demand, 
and none should be issued which the holder 
could not at pleasure convert into interest- 
bearing bonds. These opinions I stated on the 
12th of February, 1862, and I venture to repro- 
duce that statement now, because I believe our 
experience since has abundantly justified it. | 
then said: 


“It seems to me the Government should neve: 
issue a note of any denomination, promising thereby 
to pay specie for it on demand.” * - 

“Sir, whatever may be allowed to bankers in their 
dealings with the people, or whatever may be allowed 
to individuals trafficking with each other, this Gov- 
ernment, representing, as it does, the integrity, th« 
morality, and the religion of the most privileged 
nation upon the earth, should never, no, never, for- 
feit its promise to the people, nor withhold a sylla- 
ble from the performance of its plighted faith. Its 
contracts, like its records, should import absolute 
verity. . 

** There is no stain upon the character of the Gov- 
ernment if its bond, payable in ten or twenty years, 
sells for ninety cents on the dollar, although the 
Government may have received par for it. It ar- 
gues, not that the Government is insolvent or unsafe, 
but that the holder is needy. It is ali the same as if 
one, to supply a present want sell his horse for $200, 
for which he paid $225. But when a man sells a 
Government note for ninety cents in the market for 
which the Government has promised to pay, but can- 
not pay, one hundred at sight, it inflicts an almost 
indelible stigma upon the national character. There 
is nothing more humiliating to every just sense of 
national pride than tosee the Government,the chosen 
representative of the national resources, standing in 
the market places with the brand of insolvency upon 
its brow, and dishonored by the protest of every 
huckster there.’’ * * het et 

‘For all these reasons I am persuaded the Gov- 
ernment should issue no promise to pay coin on 


demand. Ifit has the coin or can get it for such 


interest as a Government ought to pay, it ought to 
pay out the coin. If on the contrary the Govern 
ment has not the coin, it should issue its note con- 
vertible on demand, in limited sums, into interest- 
paying stocks. ; 

“Authorize the issue of stocks to the amount of 
your appropriations, less the revenue applicable to 
them. Authorize the exchange of those stocks for 
coin or Treasury notes at par. Make the notes, like 
the coin, a sufficient tender for all debts due to both 
Government and to individuals. ee has the 
power to ‘regulate the value’ of both. Letthe value 
of both be the same. Then, whoever prefers the in- 
terest on the stocks to the use of money will invest 
either the coin or notes in the stocks. But whoever 
needs money more than the interest of it will keep 
the coin or notes in circulation.” —Appendiz to Cons 
gressional Globe, Thirty-Seventh Congress, secon 
session, p. 54. 


Had these opinions prevailed, had no demand 
note been issued, it is evident the excellent 
Treasurer of the United States would not have 
been forced upon the marvelous expedient ef 
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edeeming an overdue promise by the reissue 
_and quite as evident that we should not 
seen What we now see, a large party clam- 
g for the most marve lous ex xpedient ever 
eard of in the w hole history of finance, that 

f paying off the funded debt with the floating 

»t of the nation. 

ut these opinions did not prevail. The 

‘es were issued in the form of demand notes, 

et they were not to be paidondemand. What, 

en, was the obligation to which the credit of 
ih United States was pledged by the law? It 
asian to me to have been this: that the notes 
uld be redeemed as soon as the means could 
be obtained without other sacrifice to the bor- 
ower than the loss of interest. 

Asitis evident the creditor would never have 

en compelled to take the notes for the mere 
ps ur irpose of saving interest, so it seems to me 
al a unjust to compel the creditor to carry 
em a day longer if the means to pay them 
can now be borrowed without other sacrifice to 

. people than the payment of interest. 

Others are studious in search of means to 
reduce the funded debt and so to save the pay- 
ment of interest. But in my judgment there 
are two controlling reasons why the floating 

bt should be first “provide 1d for. 

First. It is not so hard for a debtor to pay 
nierest on What he honestly owes as for the 
creditor to be denied interest on what is hon- 
stly due him; and 


nave 


rift 
ori 


i 


second. The bonded debt reflects no dishonor 


mee the nation because the nation is not yet 
xd to pay it. 
b ut ‘thane protested demand notes are an 
active and bitter reproach upon the integrity 
and yood faith of the nation, because they con- 
ee flout the business world with promises 
hich are as constantly broken. 
: word of promise to our ear and break it to 
ir hope. 

Vhat,then, shall be done with the legal-tender 
tes? Three plans have been proposed for 
- disposal of them. First, it was proposed 
lect them by taxation at a given rate per 
ith and destroy them as fast as collected. 
has been tried once, and although 
lute Secretary of the Treasury in his last 
rt asserted its wisdom he conceded it was 
‘ely to be tried again. In that opinion I 

yconcur. One trial of such a plan is unques- 
nably enough. It was harsh and cruel. It 
manded of the people in taxes $250,000,000 
annually, to be returned again in Guan nts 
)m the Treasury. That of itself is a pretty 
heavy exaction. But to require $50,000,000 


e per annum, not to be returned atall, but || 


¢ 


to be destroyed, is a form of taxation not cal- 
‘ulated to be popular with any intelligent peo- 
ple. 
Considered as a plan for paying the green- 
backs it is undoubtedly more efiicient than 
t pursued by the Treasurer. The latter, as 

we have seen, pays the note by reissuing it. 
lhe late Secretary would pay it by confiscating 
If we are to regard the wishes of the creditor 
at all I would not be surprised to find that he 
would quite as lief keep the note as to have it 
paid in that way. I have heard of an indigent 
trave ler who applied for a chance to work his 
passage On a canal-boat. He was put to lead 
the horse on the tow- path. It is said that after 
pursuing that avocation one day the traveler 
coucluded he would quite as soon go afoot. 
And so, after the late Secretary had pursued this 


astonish me to hear the whole community pro- 
test with considerable emphasis that he need 
not pay any more. 

Another plan urged upon the favor of Con- 
gress is just to direct the payment of the notes 
in coin as they are presented. I cannot con- 
ceive of a plan more simple than that or fairer. 
Just pay your notes in specie according to their 
terms and you have done your whole duty. 
You will have wiped the reproach from off ali 
Re enbacks, if not the tears from off all faces. 

o that, and the whole dispate is settled. I 
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They ‘‘ keep | 


hesitate to offer a single objection to a plan 
which offers so satisfactory a solution of the 
whole ditiiculty. I will not offer but one objec- 
tion, and that is the plan is utterly impossible. 
Sir, it cannot be deiini The advocates of 
this plan readily concede the impracticability 
ofactually redeeminga circulation of nearly four 
hundred millions with a specie reserve of eighty 
or ninety millions. But they urge that if the 
Government will but advertise that they are 
ready to redeem no one will desire redemp- 
tion. But if that be so, why did the Govern- 
ment ever suspend? In July, 1861, the banks 
were regularly redeeming their issues in coin ; 


the Treasury was regularly disbursing coin to | 


the public creditors. 

The circulation in all the banks in the non- 
seceding States did not exceed $150,000,000. 
At that time Congress authorize d the issue of 
the inconsiderable sum of $50,000,000 of T'reas- 


ury notes, which were in form payable and | 


were in fact to be paid in specie, on demand ; 
but only $33,460,000 of that amount were 
issued before the Government took refuge in 
suspension. Hither that must be condemned 
as an act of criminal cowardice or the plan now 
under consideration must be condemned as a 
measure full of criminal presumption. 

Sir, the future historian would be surprised 
to find that the 
cowered under the obligation to redeem less 
than thirty-four millions of paper, none of 
which was dishonored, and at another time, 


only eight years later, was found blustering with | 


the pretense that they could redeem nearly four 
hundred millions of like paper, every dollar 
of which is hideous with every form of protest, 


except that of the notaries, and which is now 


selling in the market ata discount of twenty-two 
cents on the dollar. But, sir, the historian will 
be spared that shock. No such attempt will 
be made by this generation. ‘The impractica- 
bility of it has been forcibly stated on this floor. 
The Senator from Indiana has done his country 


|| great service by the earnestness with which he 


has admonished us against that attempt. He 
has, however, invited us to another enterprise 
which in my judgment is not less imprudent. 
He clearly sees and has forcibly demonstrated 


how unwise it would be for the Government to 
i] attempt resumption in the present condition 


of the Treasury. But he believes and he would 
have us believe that by hoarding its surplus 
gold receipts for some two years and a half 
the Treasury may be putin condition to render 
resumption safe and successful. 

It is not easy to pursuade a man blessed with 
a keen appetite and good digestion to starve 
for two years and a half me rely by promising 


| him a thanksgiving feast at the end of the time. 
| And I do not think the hungering trade of this 
— will consent to have gold piled up in 


the Treasury for two years upon any promise 
of getting it cheap then 

It is said that the man who undertook to 
teach his horse to live without eating succeeded. 
3ut the horse died just as he acquired the trick. 
And I should fear that under this process trade 
would perish before the Treasury was full 
enough to feed it. 

But I am confident the Treasury would be 
no better prepared to resume specie payments 
at the end of two years and a half than it is 


|now. ‘To me the question whether the Gov- 
|| ernment shall commence redemption with a 
\| reserve of $80,000,000 or of $200,000,000 seems 
mode of payment for a few months, it did not || 


to be purely a question of pluck and not of 
ability. Manifestly it is as impossible to re- 


| deem $400,000,000 with $200,000,000 as with 


$80,000,000. The former sum will redeem a 


|| larger portion of the whole than the latter, but 
| it cannot redeem the whole. 
| of both plans rely for success not upon enabling 


The advocates 


the Treasury actually to redeem its notes, but 
upon inspiring the holders of the notes with 
that generous confidence which will dissuade 
them from asking for redemption. 

One party believes that measure of confidence 
can be inspired by the show of $200,000,000 ; 


same generation at one time | 
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the other, more hopeful, believes that the show 
of $80,000,000 will do it. Both assume that 
the community wants no specie, but only wants 
to know that specie can be had. Both agree 
that the real predicament of both the business 
public and the Treasury is illustrated in = 
anecdote of the worthy Teuton, who, upon bei 

te tendere d coin b ¥ th e bank whose notes he 2 ba if ! 
presented for re -demptior 1, explained that if h. 
‘*eould have the specie he didn’t w ant it, but 
if he couidn’t get it he must have it.’’ 

Bat, sir, | am sure we cannot legislate uno 
any such hypothesis as this. The busines 
public does need some specie. 

| have three reasons for believing that trad: 
has needs which paper will not supply. ‘The 
first reason is that I have never known a time 
when any considerable amount of paper could 
be exchanged for gold except under the ob 

gation of positive laws; second, if gold had 
only a fancied value, and were really a useless 
commodity, no form of gold gambling would 
send it to u premium of sixty per cent. above 
paper, as was recently done in a single day ; 
and third, we have laws on the nnate books 
positively commanding duties on imports to be 
collected in gold, and interest on a part of the 
debt to be paid in gold. I conclude, therefor: 
that the business public is not aptly répr 
sented by the German. Nor is the ‘l'reasury 
more fitly represented by the bank. The bank 
demonstrated its ability to redeem its note not 
merely by promising to do so, but by actually 
tendering the coin upon its counter. The 
Teuton believed not because he heard, but be 
cause he saw. But whatever the Treasury may 
promise now or two years hence the holders 
of its notes would know that it could not re 
deem them. Whether it had eighty or two 
hundred millions in its vaults, all men would 
know that the sum was utterly inadequate 
to redeem $400,000,000 of — And they 
would know quite as surely that while the 
Government had $400,000,000 of notes in ci 
culation convertible into coin on june 
the Treasury could collect no more coin by 
taxation. No man would pay his taxes in 
specie, whatever the law might require, until 
he had first drawn the specie from the Treasury 
in redemption of greenbacks. 

The merchant in New York wishing to ents 
a cargo of goods, if required to pay the duties 
in specie would first take his Treasury notes 
to the sub-‘T'reasury and get specie for them. 

When the transaction was complete the Treas 
ury would have no more gold than at its incep 
tion, and yet the duties would be paid. ‘The 
inevitable effect of resuming specie payments 
while the Government circulates more than 
half of all the paper afloat would be to expose 
the Treasury to the demands of all who desired 
coin and to strip it of the power to collect « 
dollar. 

But if the circulation of Treasury notes can 
neither now nor at any fature time be main 
tained upon a specie basis, what shall be done 
with them? I can conceive of but one other 
thing to be done with them, and that is to with 
draw them from circulation. But how with 
draw them? 

All private debtors owing debts which they 
ought to pay and mean to pay, but have not 
the present means of paying, either borrow the 
means of paying, and so transfer the obligation 
to other hands, or they procure an extension 
of the time of payment from their creditors. 

This resource, always an honest and honor 
able one, is open to the Government. Fo: 
five years you have compelled the country to 
carry these notes without interest, constantly 

promising to relieve them ofthe load on demand. 

Tell the country now that these notes can 
not be converted into specie at the present 
time, but that if they choose to wait fifteen 
years you will undertake to pay them in coin 
then, and that you will pay them interest at 
six per cent. in coin for waiting, reserving to 


| yourselves, however, the right to pay them 


at any earlier time if you shall so choose. 
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When you have done this you willhave renewed 
your original faith with the holder of the 
greenback. You will again offer him the 
privilege, and the only privilege practically 
guarantied him by the statutes under which the 
first $500,000,000 of notes were issued—the 
privilege of converting them into five twenty 
bounds, 

The late Secretary in his last report recom- 
mended the allowance of this conversion, But 
he recommended with it a measure intended 
to compel conversion, to wit, the repeal of the 
legal-tender clause. But thatseems to me but 
the substitution of one wrong for another. | 
cannot agree with the late Secretary that this 
offer of conversion should now be accompanied 
by any attemptatcoercion. On the contrary, 
I think itshould be restrained by one condition. 

All the interest-bearing bonds of the Gov- 
ernment are now and nave long been at acon- 
siderable premium above United States notes. 
That premium I understand to have been the 
direct and the designed result of the act of 
March 3, 1868, which stripped the notes of their 
convertible character. That measure degraded 
the character and increased the volume of 
national currency. Business has been shaped, 
prices fixed, and contracts made with reter- 
ence to the new and depreciated currency. 

lor the Government now to enter the mar- 
ket and offer unconditionally bonds which are 
selling at a premium of from ten to twenty per 
cent. would have a tendency to withdraw sud- 
denly large amounts from circulation and would 


threaten most serious disaster to the business | 


community. lifteen million dollars withdrawn 
from the circulation in New York in October, 
1868, and arbitrarily locked up for a few days 
only, produced a panic in that metropolis and 
a shock throughout the country. Stocks fell, 
provisions fell, the western crop was checked 
in its movement to the sea-board, merchants 
fuiled, and banks were closed. 

Admonished by that single incident we should 
ho extremely cautious while providing for fund- 
ing the greenbacks that we do not also occa- 
sion a sharp contraction of the circulation. 
And while guarding the business community 
against the consequences of sudden contrac- 
tion we can also remove a glaring defect from 
the banking law of the country. 


it seems to me it would be wise to confine the 
right of funding to those who would use the 
new bonds us a basis for an increased bank 
circulation ; and in order to correct the gross 
inequality in the distribution of existing bank 
circulation it seems to me that right should be 
further restricted by preferring always applica- 
tions from those States or ‘lerritories which 
have from time to time the least bank capital 
in proportion to population. Such, substan- 


tially, was the proposition submitted to the | 


Senate in March last on motion by the Senator | 


from Conuecticut as modified upon my own 
suggestion. 

The proposition plainly is to fund the legal- 
tender notes in six percent. bonds redeemable 
at the pleasure of the Government and to sup- 
ply their place with bank notes secured by 
those bonds. The adoption of this simple prop- 


| osition will instantly cure some of the maladies 


Under the present banking law the circula- | 
tion of their notes involves no responsibility || 


but that of redeeming them with notes more 


abundant and quite as worthless as themselves. | 
Under this system the privilege of issuing bank | 
It is, therefore, abso- | 


notes is a mere gratuity. 
lutely necessary to limit the exercise of that 
priviiege. The privilege was by the original 


which now afflict our financial system. 

The moment of its adoption banking will 
cease to be a monopoly and will become what 
it should always he, free. ‘To my mind this truth 
is manifest, that the only control law should 


assume over the business of banking is to pre- | 


scribe the conditions upon which it should rest. 
When it has determined upon what conditions 
notes may circulate as money every citizen who 
will comply with the conditions should be per- 
mitted to share alike in the privilege. 

The moment this proposition is adopted the 
shameful discrimination which is now made 


| in the market between the interest-bearing and 


non-interest- bearing obligations of the Govern- 
ment will cease. ‘lhe public creditor will no 
longer pay as now $120 in national notes due 
now for $100 due fifteen years hence, simply 


| because the latter draws an interest of six per 


cent. while the former draws no interest. And 
the moment this proposition is adopted all sec- 
tional clamor about inequality of privileges 
under the banking law will cease. Three great. 


| abuses are reformed at once by the adoption 


of this measure. Could we reasonably expect 
~~ other advantages from it? 

To render it efficient I think it should be 
accompanied by other amendments of the bank- 
ing law. Iwill merely state, but will not argue 
them. 
all redemption except at their own counters, 
and from all national taxes except upon their 
income. And I think they should circulate in 


| bills not more than eighty per cent. of their 


act limited to the circulation of $300,000,000. | 
But it was necessary not only to restrict | 
the privilege, but as a consequence to parcel || 
it out among the people and States of the | 


Union. 


‘That duty, among the gravest and | 


most delicate ever intrusted to a public officer, | 


was charged upon the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. Ishallnot undertake to say that any other 
iman would have discharged that duty better. 
!t was a duty which in its very nature could 
not be performed well, and that it could hardly 
have been performed worse than it was I think 
a few facts will demonstrate. 


Down to the date of your present banking | 


law the Government did not restrict the right 
of any State to organize banks of circulation. 
{ therefore exhibit to you a table showing how 


circulation was distributed in 1860, when bank- || 


' assured the South and West that they need no 


ing was unrestricted, and how it is distributed || 


by foree of your restrictions between certain | 


portions of the Union: 
, Cireulation, Cireulation, 


States, Population, 1860, 869, 
Rhode Island..... 174,620 $3,772,242 $12,486,900 
W isconsin........... 775,881 4,429,855 2,508,102 
New England, six 

States,.........0.. 3,135,283 44,510,618 104,509,919 
Southern and 

southwestern, 

twelve States...10,836,814 82,864,377 15,675,179 | 


In order, therefore, to guard against a sud- || 
denand injurious contraction ef the cireulation 


institutions.”’ 


bonds on deposit. ‘Then you will have a bank- 
ing system free from all unjust burdens and 
furnishing a circulation the best secured of any 
ever offered to any business community in the 
whole history of banking. 

Would the measure be followed by a trans- 
mutation of the Treasury notes into national 
bank notes? Three powerful considerations 


would urge capital in that direction, to wit: | 


the difference between the present market 
value of the greenbacks and of the bond, the 


I think banks should be relieved from | 





profits of banking, and the necessity for more 
banking facilities in large portions of the coun- 
try. 

I know the weight of this last consideration 
is denied. A popular lecturer has recently 


more circulation. But, sir, it takes a very 
ingenious physician to persuade a man who is 
fainting from exhaustion that there is nothing 
the matter with him. We read of One, to be 
sure, who when the palsied was brought to him 
onabed commanded that he should “arise, take 
up his couch and go into his own house,’’ and 
the sick man did so. But in these days great 
cures are lesssummary. The South and West 
are not likely to be persuaded by any man’s 
assurance that they need no more circulation. 
The West, at least, knows better. 

The present Comptroller of the Currency 
comprehends the situation better when he says: 


“The entire South and many portions of the Wost 
are very much in need of the facilities and adyan- 
tages to bederived from properly organized banking 


It isa favorite assertion with a class of writers 
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| reverse of that of commerce. 
| of commerce resembles the flow of the rivers. 
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on political economy that money is indifferen; 
in its movements, like air and water, and ean 
go where it is most needed.’’ That is one : 
the baldest sophisms with which the book - 
that subject sputter. Money is not a miss; = 
ary; itisabuccaneer. It does not seek . 
fields where it can do the most good; it nak. 
those from which it can get most good. dee, 
is most needed where there is greatest destit; 


| tion, for there they most want to buy. It like 


to go, on the contrary, where there ig the gre; 
est abundance, for there they most Want | 
sell. 1t goes abroad with reluctance, 


| further it goes the more caution it uses 
| requires a deal of coaxing and large promis, 


to persuade the money of New England to vis; 
the valley of the Mississippi. If a very lit) 
is sent to India it expects to bring back vers 
large returns. ‘The movement of money is thy. 
The movemen: 


It is gathered in scarcely perceptible quanti 








| the market as borrowers. 


ties from innumerable unknown sources, |: 


| gradually accumulates in strong currents, ani) 


finally is poured in large volumes into the great 
seas of trade. . But the movement of money 
resembles the flow of the tides. The bays and 
inlets must be swollen to overflowing to le 
even small quantities reach the fountains 0; 
production. Oncea year the East talks benig 


| nantly about sending money ‘‘ to the West '’— 


‘*to move our crop,’’ they say. It is very 
good of them to do so, for it is absolutely 
necessary they should do so under the existing 
order of things. r 

But, sir, do you know of any constitutional 
reason why the West should not have such 
banking facilities at home, if she can command 
them, as would enable her to send her own 
crop to market? I know of one constitutiona! 


'| reason why she should have these facilities, 


It is not, indeed, found in the Constitution of 
the United States or in that of either of the 
States; but it is found in the constitution of 
the city of New York. It happens annually 
that when money is needed to move the western 
crop the great gamblers of the East appear in 
Large sums are thu 
borrowed, not to use, but to Tock up. Com- 
merce is attacked by the cholera. Circulation 
is suspended. Business is seized with the 
cramps. Great enterprises are paralyzed in a 
moment. Great fortunes turn to ashes in a day. 

Under the existing system such visitations 
are inevitable and may be looked for as regu- 
larly as the equinoctial. The harvest is no 
longer a season for thanksgiving and praise, 
but for fasting and prayer instead. 

Mr. President, the harvests of the South and 
West are annual. Unlike the manfacturer, 
who sends his products to market weekly or 
monthly, we come to market but once a year. 
Justice demands that we then have clear and 
unobstructed access to those markets. And | 
trust I shall not be thought unreasonable if | 
say that we shall not always consent that the 
cotton, the corn, the wheat, and the meat of 
the South and West shall be expressed through 
the mills of Wall street. 

When the bill, to which I have already re- 
ferred, was under consideration in March last, 
which proposed to filch from the circulation 
of existing banks $20,000,000, with which to 
stifle the clamor of the destitute districts, the 
Senator from Connecticut pertinently asked how 
we knew that sum would be satisfactory. The 
question was not answered. There is but one 
answer to be made to it. We knowit will not 
be satisfactory. Give us equal rights under 
your laws; with that we will be satisfied. Noth- 
ing short of that will satisfy us. Whether the 
profits of banking be great or small, give to 
capital equal rights to. pursue it everywhere. 
Repeal your statutes which inflexibly limit the 
circulation of the country to a definite number 
of millions. Let the Government abjure the 
hateful prerogative of prescribing the amount 
of money the people may use. That is first 
cousin to the prerogative of fixing the price of 
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modities. 
* eotested demand notes of the Government 
: ; xchange them for time bonds the equal 
++ bank on those bonds; and when the 
and notes shall be retired, allow all men the 
.] right to issue bank notes who will pledge 
national bonds as security that they will 
“voom their notes with coin on presentation. 
in spite of the changing geography of the 

ntry the West claims the right still to appeal 
‘he honorable chairman of the Committee 
Finance ; if not because he still belongs to 
» West, yet surely because the West still be- 
nee tothe Union. Give this new freedom to 
‘capital of the country and but few months 
ass over us before the last of the green- 
hocks will have retired from our offended sight. 
What should hinder that result? If defeated 

all, it must be either because experience 


prove that $650,000,000 of bank notes 
annot be profitably employed, or because the 
hanks will prove unable to redeem so large a 
‘reulationin coin. It seems to me, if we know 
anything, we already know that both these 
apprehensions will prove wholly groundless. 
‘Banks now find it profitable to circulate 
2990,000,000 while the Government circulates 
2950,000,000. Will the business of existing 


| 


hanks be less profitable when that $350,000,000 | 


shall be circulated by other banks instead of | 
bythe Government ? But if existing banks can | 
profitably keep out their circulation notwith- | 
i 


standing the intervention of the new banks, 


cannot the new banks do equally well notwith- | 


standing the existence of the present banks? 


Nor is the question of the ability of the banks | 


to maintain specie redemption one whit more 
loubtful. To me it seems evident that the load 
which will rest upon capital then will be vastly 


less than it sustains now and its advantages | 


vastly greater. Now capital enjoys less than 


half the profits earned by the circulation of the | 


yuntry. The Government reaps the rest. 

When the Government shall have retired its 
circulation, evidently capital will reap the whole 
profit. Then capital will have to supply the 
‘oin required for the actual wauts of business. 


banks of circulation will have to keep a coin 
reserve of from fifteen to twenty-five per cent. 
But that reserve will be the identical] fund from 
which the business of the country will draw 
the coin required by its actual wants. That 


1! tion. 


such a circulation with a much larger reserve, 


| I have simply to remind him, and to remind 


the Senate, that there is no analogy between 
the Treasury note and the bank note, and none 
between the relations of Government to the 
people and of banks to the people. 

The Treasury note is the evidence of debt, 
pure and simple. The bank note is the evi- 
dence and representative of capital. The latter 
is issued because the bank is known to have 
resources. ‘The former is issued because the 
Treasury is destitute of resources. The Treas- | 
ury has no resource but in taxation, and, as I 
have already observed, issues notes only when 
it cannot or dare not any longer levy taxes. 
The bank issues notes only when it has depos- 
ited with the Government national bonds to 


| the amount of ten dollars for every nine issued, 


and then for every ten dollars of notes it issues 
without interest it receives ten dollars of com- 
mercial paper on interest and payable in from 
thirty to ninety days. If the Treasury were 
to attempt to maintain a circulation of con- 
vertible paper it would have no means with 
which to meet a ‘‘run’’ except its specie re- 
serve. That is quite inadequate. The banks 
would have the same specie reserve, and eight 


| or ten times the amount of that reserve in its 


deposited bonds and its discounted paper. 
The Treasury would have no protection against 
a run except in the public indifference to coin. 
But that indifference I have shown does not 
exist. Except under conditions quite anom- 
alous, the public prefers coin. Scarcely a day 
passes that some event does not transpire, or 
some lie is not invented to intensify that pref- 
erence, and which would send the public thun- 
dering at the door of the Treasury. But what- 


| ever may be the measure of that indifference, 


it would afford as much protection to the banks 
as to the ‘Treasury. 
But the banks would be further and amply 
protected against a wanton run by the fact 
that if the community unnecessarily demanded 


| specie of them they could demand specie of 


the community. ‘The community always owes 


'| the banks more than they owe the community. 
So much of that capital as will be employed in || 


| to mutual forbearance. 


Thus they are sheltered by the law of retalia- 
There is between the banks and the 
public a mutuality of obligation which compels 
The contract of the 


| specie-paying bank with the individual holding 


one fund will meet the demands of law and of || 


trade also. But now capital has to supply, and 
does supply, the same amount of specie to the 
wants of commerce. ‘I’o be sure it charges a 
large premium for the coin supplied, but it 
pays a large premium also to obtainit. Capi- 
tal could as well afford to furnish it at par 
if it could be obtained at par as to furnish it 
at a premium of twenty per cent. where it costs 
that premium to get it. ‘That portion of capi- 
tal now employed in banks of circulation is 
ompelled to keep the same percentage of 
eserve in lawful money, and that reserve is 


e 
utterly useless in supplying the wants of busi- 


hess or meeting the practical obligations of the | 


bank. The law requires it to be kept and the 
banks keep it. But trade has no use for it, 
makes no demands upon it, and so it is dead 
capital. Besides these burdens the Treasury 
as drawn from the resources of the country a 
reserve of coin amounting on the average to 
nearly one hundred million dollars, and has 
maintained it for years. Let the Government 
disgorge that immense sum of dead capital in 
redemption of its interest-bearing bonds. Let 
capital have it to place behind the the circula- 
‘on of national banks. Fifty millions added 
to that sum will supply a reserve, which will 
euable the banks to furnish all the coin that 
commerce will need or demand. 

_ If any one thinks I am inconsistent in assert- 
Ing that the banks could maintain a convert- 
ible circulation of $650,000,000 with a coin 
reserve of $150,000,000 only, while I deny 
the ability of the Government to maintain 
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its note is that the former will pay specie for it || 


on demand. The contract of such banks with 
the commercial community is that they will 
supply the specie which commerce actually | 
needs. ‘The former contract is several. The 


| ments. 
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Allow all men who will redeem | 


modities. It would not disturb the existing 
relations between debtor and creditor. 

The measure is open to two objections. One 
may be urged by the existing national banks. 
It will destroy their monopoly. But they should 
have no monopoly. The Government will no 
longer redeem their circulation ; but the Gov 
ernment never should redeem their circulation. 
It will impose on banks the whole responsi 
bility and the whole risk of redemption. That 
is precisely the responsibility vhink belongs to 
them, for which they are chartered, and for 
which they are paid. It is precisely because 
banks are supposed to be willing and able to 
redeem their notes with coin on presentation 
that they are allowed to circulate them as 
money. 

Upon no other consideration should an indi 
vidual or a corporation be allowed to circulate 
a single dollar of paper. But with the Gov- 
ernment for their firm ally and their indorser 
the banks would incur but slight responsibility, 
and almost no risk, by resuming specie pay- 
As I have already said, the specie 
they would have to supply would be not what 
their notes promise, but what commerce might 
need. ‘Those necessities should be slight. If 
bank notes were convertible into coin, and that 
conversion was guarantied by the Government, 


| the Government would naturaily no longer ex- 
| act payment of duties in coin, but would accept 


such notes instead. Of course the banks migh 
be called on from time to time to redeem so 
many of their notes as would enable the Treas 


| ury to pay the interest on its debt; but as 


much of that interest would be due the banks, 
and as they would be agents for the collection 
of nearly the whole, that liability would prac 

tically involve but little more than a transfer 
of credits from one account to another. To 
be sure, the interest on that portion of our debt 
held abroad, together with sums due for the 
products of foreign industry purchased, would 
necessarily be paid by actual bills of exchange. 
But if the banks would join their influence 
to that of the Government in support of a wise 
and generous policy which shall stimulate home 
production and restrict foreign purchases, 
which shall diminish our imports and increase 
our exports, even those bills would be drawn 


| against shipments of American products rather 


| than against shipments of American bullion. 


latter is jointand several. Every bank assumes || 


its proportionate share of this last obligation 
and gives security to fulfill it exactly propor- 
tioned to its share of the obligation. At the | 
present time, as we all know, redemption on 
the part of the banks is the idlest fiction in the | 
world. It means nothing but the conversion 
of their paper into a paper more abundant and, 
if possible, more irresponsible than itself. But | 
the moment you sanction the proposition I urge 
upon you that moment the legal-tender note | 
begins to appreciate. As often as $50,000 are 
funded the value of the remainder is enhanced 
and the burden of redemption is increased. 
But just so often the power of the banks is 
reénforced by a new organization and so ren- 
dered proportionally more able to sustain the 
burden. When the last legal tender has dis- 
appeared there will be no medium of redemp- 
tion left but coin. The burden of redemption 
will be at its maximum. But the capital to 
sustain that burden will be swelled to $650,- 
000,000, backed by the guarantee of the Gov- 
ernment, a guarantee not loaned to the banks, 
but sold to them for an ample equivalent re- 
ceived and on deposit in the Treasury. Such 
seems to me to be the short, the sure, and the 
safe road toredemption. As remarked by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, ‘* it would neither 
contract nor inflate the currency.”’ 


It would | 


The conditions are easily conceivable and not 


| difficult to achieve under which conversion of 


bank notes into coin would be almost as pure 


\| a fiction as is their conversion into legal tenders 


now. 

The suggestion is often heard that the vol- 
ume of our circulation is too large, and that 
before resumption can be attempted we must 
either greatly contract our circulation or wait 
until our population and business have grown 
to it. But those who urge this suggestion seem 
to me to mistake the nature and office of money. 
It is generally considered, I believe, by the 
political economists as a mere instrument for 
effecting the exchange of commodities. 

** Money, therefore’’— 

Says Mr. Samuel Read— 

‘every person requires and uses merely as the means 


of enabling him to exchange his labor or his posses- 
sions ortheir produce for the necessaries, conven- 


| iences, and luxuries of life in proportion to his seale 


\| effected. 


of property or to bis contributions of labor or com- 
modities to the general stock, daily and regularly as 
he requires them.” 

Professor Newman, after speaking of the 
rarity and durability of gold and silver, says: 

“These qualities have always made them admir 
able instruments of barter.” 

Dr. Adam Smith expounds at great length 
the same theory as to the use of money and 
he argues, not illogically, from such premises, 
that money being a mere instrument of ex- 
change the less there is of it in a community 
the more conveniently will its exchanges be 
Says Mr. Hume: 


** Money is not, properly speaking, one of the sub 


not appreciate or depreciate the value of com- | jects of commerce, but only the instrument which 
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men have agreed upon to facilitate the exchange of 
one commodity for another. It is none of the wheels 
of trade; itis the oil which renders the motion of 
the wheels more smooch and eagy.’’ 

IXven Mr. Carey, who seems to me the ablest 
writer who has yet discussed the subject of 
political economy, seems to adopt Mr. Hume’s 
definition. I cannot accept this definition of 

It seems to me too narrow and con- 
To my apprehension money is not more 
-oil whieh facilitates the movements of com- 


money. 


th 


merce than the compost which stimulates pro- | 


duction; it aids production not less efficiently 
than it facilitates distribution. Where money 
is there labor resorts, enterprise quickens, 
forests are cleared, farms are opened, facto- 
ries lift up their ceaseless din, towns eres up 
and railways are unrolled before the demands 
of eager trade. But where money is not, labor 
flies, enterprise is paralyzed, agriculture lan- 
guishee, and the pack-mule suffices for the 
movements of commerce. Therefore I think 
Professor Newman was right when he declared 
‘‘that no statesman can possibly guess how 
much or how little is wanted,’’ and the Comp- 
troller of the Currency is equally right when 
he declares, with even more emphasis, that 

“No human intelligence can fix the amount of 
currency that is really needed.” 

And I know not what single fact can be 
adduced to prove that our circulation is too 
luminous. Is it that it will not command a 


Voi 
fuir rate of interest? Butin New York, where 


money is most abundant, it is loaned readily || 


at seven per cent. on call. 
are too high? 


Is it that prices 


cago does not think prices too high. Is it 
because money is so abundant as to be forced 


into unproductive investments? Look through | 


the whole stock lists. I do not know of a sin- 
gle stock besides those exceptional ones held 
for gambling purposes which does not divide 
ten per cent. on its market value. 

Railroad bonds on finished roads at the rate 
of only $13,500 per mile, with interest and 
principal payable in gold, are offered at less 
than par. 


The western farmer who sells | 
wheat for seventy-five cents per bushel in Chi- | 


Manifestly the direct effect of funding the legal | 
tenders will be to swell the interest account of | 


the Government. When those notes are all 


funded, and the coin now in the Treasury dis- || 


bursed to the creditor, our interest account will 
be increased about eighteen million dollars per 
annum. Thatisa burden which should not be 
added to the load the people now carry unless 


they can be assured of some countervailing | 


benefits. Would they derive any such benefits 
from this measure? 
vastly transcending the loss ininterest. I shall 
enumerate but three of these advantages: 
I’irst, the Government collected during the 
last fiscal year a little more than one hundred 
and eighty millions of gold from duties on im- 
ports. The receipts from the same source vary 
but little from that sum from year to year. 
That gold is paid to the Government by the 
importer. Of course whatever that gold costs 
him he charges to the cost of his goods, and he 
collects that cost from the people of the United 
States who consume the goods. The average 


I answer, yes; benefits || 





premium on gold has been not less than thirty- | 


five per cent. for the last three years. ‘Thus 


| the $180,000,000 paid to the Government cost | 
| the people not less than $63,000,000 in pre- 


1 do not doubt that the volume of circulation | 


is greater as compared with the whole amount | 
of vendible commodities now than it was in || 


1860, But consider what that circulation has 
done and is doing. 


At last American activity | 


has spread across the continent; a railway || 


stretches from ocean to ocean; and I am con- 
fident the census to be taken this year will 
show that the decade which has secured the 
greatest progress to our development isthe one 
just closing, during which we have been sub- 


jected to the inevitable waste of the greatest | 


war in history. 


miam. Whenwetake into account the several 


| profits paid the importer, the jobber, and tbe 


retail dealer the cost of that gold to the people 


'in premium and profits cannot be less than 
| $90,000,000. Ifthe Government will relinquish 


the business of circulating paper to the banks 
they will furnish that gold atpar. Cun the peo- 


| ple afford to save $18,000,000 of interest at the 


cost of $90,000,000 in premiums? 

The second advantage is this: the moment 
you return to 4 circulation convertible into 
coin that moment you will have emancipated 
the business of the country from the thralldom 
of Wall street. 

In the healthiest condition of your finances 
great capitalists may combine to raise or lower 


the market price of any given commodity, as | 
But the | 


of wheat, or corn, or cotton, or pork. 
combination will affect only the price of the 
article on which they operate, and usually will 
not affect the price of that beyond the market 
in which they operate. But gold is the stand- 


ard by which the value of all commodities is | 


measured. While that is an article of mer- 
chandise, whoever can raise or lower the price 


of that will influence the price of every other | 
| commodity more or less sensibly. 


Every mer- 
chant, every mechanic, and every farmer has 


| come to know that to their sorrow. They know 


In my judgment, therefore, these banks have || 


no right to shun the responsibility of redemp- | 
. . | 
tion, nor is there any good reason why they | 


should fear to meet if. 
Sagacious men are constantly prognosti- 
eating a commercial erisisand a collapse. We 


can have one if we wish; but it is as needless | 


to have one as to have a visit from the sirocco. 
Legislation must be very stupid and capital 
more cowardly even than it 1s wont to be to 
involve us in such a catastrophe. In 1865 we 


saw the premium on gold decline from one | 


hundred and thirty-four and a half per cent. 
ou Sth January to forty-seven and a half per 
cent, the 25th of March following. 

During the past autumn we saw gold decline 
from 144} to 121} in seventy days. No con- 
vulsion followed upon either event. The coun- 
try 1s prepared for the last step downward. 
The apprehension of a collapse has already 
produced its worst effects upon food and labor. 
i'wenty thousand laborers are falling back upon 
Chicago **out of work.’’ Breadstuffs are sold 

(theirminimum. The industrial classes have 

‘thing more to fear. Give them something 
for which to hope. 

The other objection to the measure is one 
which may be urged on behalf of the tax-payer. 





| 


| 


also that in New York exist powerful combina- 
tions whose daily business, whose constant 
struggle, it is to influence the price of gold. 


While that is so no merchant can tell when he | 


buys what he will be able to sell for. No 
farmer can tell when he plants what the har- 
vest may be worth. 
things continues Paul may still plant, Apollos 
may still water, and God may still give the in- 
crease. 
the market will depend upon the bulls and the 
bears in Wall street. 

The last and greatest advantage I have to 
enumerate is this: the measure will redeem 
the nation from the only reproach now resting 
upon its character and from the only suspicion 
now resting on its good faith. I said in the 
beginning of these remarks that one of the 
great misfortunes of our position was that the 
integrity of the nation was distrusted, Noone 
doubts our ability to pay our debt. That has 
been demonstrated beyond room for doubt 
during the short life of this Administration. 
But unfortunately, while the Secretary of the 
Treasury has made heavy investments of our 
surplus income in the bonds of the Govern: 
ment not yet due, he has made and he has 


| been authorized to make no disposition what- 


ever of these overdue obligations now floating 
about the country, apparently for the very 
purpose of banishing coin from our sight. And 
not only is no attempt made to redeem these 


So long as that state of | 


But what the increase will be worth in | 
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| rity willno more be questioned than js oy, 


| thriftless, idle sponge of whom his neigh|,, 


| actually trying that very experiment, [+ , 


| bills in the way I have pointed out. And w! 


| sia, and Russia severally add largely to their 
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| broken promises, but the world hears oe yr, FENT 
| political party constantly threatening to en, Mfr. SUM) 
| that very paper in liquidating the interes: +] have | 

ing obligations of the Government. Una an ae 


such circumstances is it Strange that + miss the 
it on the 
pendment 
; lhe pill 1 
tinct obje 


Our y 
How the w, 

as jeered at the illusion of Wilkins Mic 
because when he had induced his baker ,. 
grocer to accept his 1 O U he fancied hyo | 
paid his debt, and would floridly exclaim, «\. 


Wor 
aw 


srangely 

I can once more hold up my head amono » te i st 

| fellow-men.’’ - one ig mad 
But we are infinitely more absurd than » “oh forms 

| Micawber. We have issued our due })i)\, ; rae is 
the amount of hundreds of millions, we ha  eections 
made our creditors accept them, and now w. the dis 


actually insist upon using them as ban} 
tal. 


ey propos 
this pur 


: : : Cay 
‘ach one of us has seen in our time +)... 
On that p 
y that to 
joes not! 
iken the | 


: 
itto the D 


wittily say that he ‘‘lives on the interes: , 


what he owes.’’ Here is a great Governyo) 


au 
abandon the effort. Let us redeem our 4 
it propos 


the world can no longer taunt us with a g; 


Singh; 


this ne 

overdue obligation outstanding, and whey we eae 

no longer threaten the bondholder with tho “oh acct 

| greenback, then we may confidently expect t) ove nt 
command a new loan at the lowest rate of “hich I wo 


interest exacted of nations. Then our intey. ist three § 


tem of free 


| ability now. Then you can proudly tell the mind that 
world that while England barely defrays her navments. 
yearly expenses from her yearly revenues, and the bill is 


while France, Spain, Portugal, Austria, Pruy. peration, 
of much vé 

‘hen, it 
new curre! 
have two 


respective public debts every year, in pea 
and in war, we not only meet the last farthing 
of our annual expenses with our annual rey 


enues, but already, while our interest account notes, but 
is heaviest and our industry most crippled,w ‘old coin: 
are paying $100,000,000 annually of our funded nedient? 

debt. Then you may hope to refund your deb): and I do 
at a saving of from twenty to thirty million whole bill 
dollars annually. And then you will also amendme 
advance the Republic in commercial credi: task to h 





to the point where she now stands in national! may mak 
resources and physical power, not to the front ti 


rank merely, but to the very front of th: fhe VI 
nations of the earth. desire to 

I have thus stated what measures are, in my Mr. St 
judgment, demanded by the public necessities the amet 


The pending bill comes far short of them, if it 
does not run counter to them. I complain 


Chair an 
and ask t 


that the Government compels the public cred: lhe V 
itor to carry its overdue obligations and makes be made 
him no compensation for doing so. Mr. CC 
The pending bill does not attempt to right pending 
that wrong. I complain that you have limited The V 
by inflexible law the amount of circulation. print wil 
The pending bill perpetuates that wrong. | Mr. R 
complain that the franchise of banking is a the Sen 
monopoly which was arbitrarily and unjustly whois er 
distributed among a few to the exclusion of the ate proc 
multitude. The pending bill offers a new Lusiness 
monopoly to be scrambled for. I complain The n 
that the South and West are denied equal 
rights under your law. ‘The pending bill pro- 
poses to silence our complaints of you hy Mr. EH 
flinging us the pittance of $45,000,000 to grow! | wish 
over among ourselves, technica 
Above all, I complain that legitimate trade wiv 
is imperiled and honest effort is paralyzed by Thee 
the men whoare daily making contracts for the dando 
future delivery of gold. The pending bill pro- ane 
»0ses to charter great corporations to engage pte . 
in that very business. I want a law which de- — : ug 
clares the gold gambler a criminal and wii an ; 
consign him to the penitentiary for life. he "The | 
funding bill proposes to license him and to se! Yt et 
up his traffic under the egis of solemn law. Meer 


Mr. FENTON. Mr. President—— | 

Mr. SUMNER. If the Senator from New 
York does not desire to proceed to-night, a5 4 
presume he does not, I would thank him 1 bv 


made, 


: The 
would allow me to submit an amendment, anc haan 
to occupy the attention of the Senate for 4 exon 


moment merely in explaining the amendment. 


the Se 








plain 
cred 
lakes 


right 


nited 


1870. 


uv. FENTON. Ihave no objection to that. 
‘SUMNER. Let me say, Mr. President, 
‘have no purpose under these circum- 
ie of entering into the debate; but I can- 

-<g the opportunity of making one com- 

» the bill before [ send to the Chair an 
adment which I shall ask to have printed. 
pill is in five sections, and it has two 
objects, which, however, in the title 
nvely reversed; that is, the object which 
the subject-matter of the first two sec- 
-.*. made the last in the title, while that 
ws forms the subject-matter of the last three 
\»e ig made the first in the title. The first 

‘ons are devoted to a project of equal: 
sve distribution of circulating notes, and 
.» propose to sapply $45,000,000 additional 

is purpose. 
jn that proposition I wish merely to remark 

hat to my mind it is entirely inadequate ; 

os not meet the exigency. I may be mis- 

on: the debate may show that I am wrong ; 

ro the best of my knowledge at this moment 

proposition dees not meet the requirement 
time. 

rhen we come to the last three sections, 

), according to the language of the title, 
ide a national currency of coin notes, but 

, | would describe in another way. ‘Those 

st three sections, if adopted, institute a sys- 
| of free banking on a specie basis. ‘To my 

id that is impossible until we have specie 
oayments. I believe, therefore, that part of 
ihe bill is illusory ; it will not go into practical 

veration, at least to any such extent as to be 
{much value. 

(hen, in the second place, it will create a 
new currency. Isit not enough that we already 
have two currencies, greenbacks and the bank 

tes, but now we are going to have, besides, 

i coin-notes—a third currency? Is that ex- 

lient? Isitdesirable? I have my doubts; 

1 | doubt very much the efficacy of this 

le bill. I venture to send to the Chair an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute, which 
ask to have printed. At the proper time I 
ay make it the occasion of some observa- 


t 
\f 


tl 


he 
t 


the VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
lesire to have it read at present? 
Mr. SUMNER. I donot. I do not move 
amendment now, but simply send to the 
Chair an amendment of which I give notice 
wud ask to have printed. 
lhe VICE PRESIDENT. That order will 
» made if there be no objection. 
Mr. COLE. Isubmitan amendment to the 
nding bill which I desire to have printed. 
(he VICE PRESIDENT. The order to 
print will be entered, no objection being made. 
Mr. RAMSEY. Now, with the consent of 
¢ Senator from New York, [Mr. Fenton, ] 
018 entitled to the floor, | move that the Sen- 
‘proceed to the consideration of executive 
isiness, 
The motion was agreed to. 
COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Before the doors are closed 
| wish to submit a motion that some of my 
‘echnical friends deem necessary. It is sug- 
gested that there was a moment this morning 
vhen I was without a colleague in this body. 
‘he crack was so narrow that I did not think a 
casuist could get his finger into it; but that 
there shall be no trouble about it I ask con- 
sent that my colleague be continued upon the 
‘aine committees that he was a member of 
under his gubernatorial appointment. 

_the VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
‘jection the order asked by the Senator from 
‘aine with regard to his colleague will be 
taade, The Chair hears no objection. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 24, 1870. 
The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer 


| by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burien. 


The Journal of Saturday last was read and 
approved. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the 
first business in order will be the call of the 
States and Territories, beginning with the State 
of Maine, for the introduction of bills and joint 
resolutions for reference to their appropriate 
committees, and not to be brought back by 
motions to reconsider. Under this call memo- | 
rials and resolutions of State and territorial 
Legislatures are in order. 


MINISTER TO CHINA. 
Mr. PETERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
889) to increase the salary of the minister to 
China; which was read a first and second 


| time, referred to the Committee on Foreign 


| Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


| to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 


ADDITIONAL SESSION OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. PETERS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 890) to repeal an act approved January 22, | 
1867, which provides for an additional session 
of Congress; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 

PENOBSCOT RIVER. 

Mr. PETERS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 892) to provide for the improvement of 
the Penobscot river, in the State of Maine; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CHARLES E, DOLE. 

Mr. PIETERS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 891) for the relief of Charles Kk. Dole; 
which was read a firstand second time, referred 


to be printed. 
| UNION RIVER, MAINE. | 
Mr. HALE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 893) | 


‘he Senate proceeded to the consideration | 


' executive business. After an hour spent in 
ee session the doors were reopened, and 
he Senate adjourned. 


to provide for the improvement of Union river, 
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LIABILITY OF SHIP-OWNERS, ETC. 
Mr. DIXON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 599) concerning the liability of ship-owners, 


in the State of Maine; which was read a first | 


and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


NARRAGUAGUS RIVER, MAINE, 
Mr. HALE also introduced a bill (H. R. 


| No. 894) to provide for the improvement of 
| the Narraguagus river, in the State of Maine; 


which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 


| to be printed. 


PITCHER AND HAYFORD, AND OTHERS. 
Mr. HALE also introduced a bill (H. R. 


| No. 895) for the relief of Pitcher & Hayford 


and Otis & Ferguson, of Belfast, Maine; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 


' to the Committee of Claims. 


SALARY OF POSTAL CLERKS. 
Mr. POLAND introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
896) fixing the salary of postal clerks on the 
Pacific railroad; which was read a first and 


maritime liens, salvage, and the jurisdiction 
of courts in admiralty ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed, 


MISSOURI AND ARKANSAS LAND GRANT, 


Mr. KELLOGG introduced a bill (H.R. No. 
900) resuming the lands granted to the States 
of Arkansas and Missouri to aid in the build 
ing of a railway from a point on the Missis- 
sippi river opposite the mouth of the Ohio river, 
via Little Rock, to the Texas boundary near 
l’ulton, in Arkansas, and regranting the same 
to other parties engaging to build the road ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ADDITIONAL BOUNTIES. 

Mr. FERRISS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
901) in relation to additional bounties; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 


EXAMINATION OF COLLECTORS’ ACCOUNTS. 

Mr. FERRISS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 902) limiting the appointment of certain 
officers in the Treasury Department; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Revision of the Laws of the 
United States, and ordered to be printed. 

GENERAL JAMES C. STRONG. 

Mr. BENNETT introduced a bill( H. R. No. 
903) for the relief of Brevet Brigadier General 
James C. Strong; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

WILLIAM 8. MITCHELL, 

Mr. GETZ introduced a bill (H. R. No. 904) 
for the relief of William S. Mitchell ; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

CLARISSA HUHN. 
Mr. O’NEILL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 905) authorizing the Secretary of the Interior 
| to place on the pension-roll the name of Clar- 
|| issa Huhn, widow of George Huhn, an Army 
|| contract surgeon ; which was read a first and 
| second time, and referred to the Committee on 


Invalid Pensions. 
PAY OF LETTER-CARRIERS. 


Mr. MYERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 907) fixing the compensation of letter-carriers 


at $1,200 per annum wherever the free-deliv- 
ery system is in operation; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. CESSNA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
906) to increase the number of judges of the 


| Supreme Court of the United States, and defin 


ing the jurisdiction of the courts of the United 
States in certain cases; which was read a [first 


|| and second time, referred to the Committee on 


second time, and referred to the Committee | 


on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
WASHINGTON, ETC., STEAMSHIP COMPANY. 
Mr. DAWES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
897) to incorporate the Washington and Boston 
Steamship Company; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 


| printed. 


POST ROUTE IN MASSACHUSETTS. 
Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 898) to establish a post route 
from Bedford to Carlisle, in the county of Mid- 
dlesex, State of Massachusetts; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 


|} Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


| 
| 
! 


the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
POST ROAD IN MARYLAND. 

Mr. STONE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
908) to establish a post road in Maryland ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


| and Post Roads. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. DOCKERY introduced a bill (H. i. 
No. 909) for the removal of political and legal 
disabilities ; which was read a first and secon! 


' time, and referred to the Committee on It 


struction. 
LOUISA SHELTON. 
Mr. HEATON introduced a bill (IH. Rt. No. 
910) for the relief of Louisa Shelton, of North 
Carolina: which was read a first and second 
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time, and referred to the Committee on Recon- 
struction. 


NATIONAL GAS-LIGHT COAL, ETC., COMPANY. 


Mr. DEWEESE introduced a bill (II. R. No. 
G11) to incorporate the National Gas-Light 
Coal and Coke Company; which was read a 
first and second time. 

The question was upon referring the bill. 

Mr. DEWEESE. I move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on Retrenchment. 

Mr. WELKER. I would suggest that this 
bill should be referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. DEWEESE. It contains some provis- 


_ ton, Ohio; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the || 
| Post Office and Post Roads. 


ions that the Committee on Retrenchment will | 


have charge of anyhow. 
The bill was referred to the Committee on 
Retrenchment. 
POST ROUTE IN NORTH CAROLINA, 
Mr. DEWEESE also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 12) to establish a post route in Johnson 


county, North Carolina; which was read a first || 


and second time, and referred to the Committee | 


on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
SOUTHIL CAROLINA COMMON SCHILOOLS. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE introduced a bill (TH. 
Rt. No. 913) authorizing the conveyance of cer- 
tain Government property in the county of 
Beaufort, South Carolina, to the State of South 
Carolina for common-school purposes; which 


was read a first and second time, referred | 
to the Committee on the Public Lands, and | 


ordered to be printed. 
BOUNTY TO COLORED SOLDIERS. 
Mr. WHITTEMORE also introduced a joint 


resolution (H, R. No. 126) to pay the same | 


bounty to the colored soldiers who were slaves 
April 19, 1861, and enroiled at that time or 


thereafter in the Army of the United States | 


for the suppression of the rebellion, as has been 
or may be paid all other soldiers entitled to a 
bounty from the United States; which was 


read a first and second time, referred to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to | 


be printed, 
OORNELIUS JACKSON, 
Mr. BUCKLEY introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 914) granting a pension to Cornelius Jack- 


son, of Alabama, a soldier of the war of 1812; | 


which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions and War of 1812. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS. 


Mr. BINGHAM introduced a bill (II. R. 
No, 15) to regulate the mode of determining 
the ratification of amendments to the Consti- 
tution of the United States proposed by Con- 
which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Kress 5 


WASHINGTON AND SCHUYLKILL RAILROAD, 


Mr. WELKER introduced a bill (fH. R. No. 
16) to authorize the building of a railroad 
from Washington city, District of Columbia, 
to the Schuylkill river, Schuylkill county, 
Pennsylvania; which was read a first and 
waa time, referred to the Committee on 
toads and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 


MARGARET HASTINGS, 
Mr. AMBLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


%17) granting a pension to Margaret Hastings ; 


which was read a first and secohd time, and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


MELVILLE HUDSON, 


Mr. AMBLER also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 918) for the relief of Melville Hudson ; 
which was read a first and second time, an 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


CATHARINE FOLRER, 


Mr. VAN TRUMP introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 919) granting ae to Catharine Foh- 
rer; Which was read a first and second time, 





OS 


—————— 





| 926) for the relief of Susan Haynes, widow of | 


and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 
DISCONTINUANCE OF POST ROUTES, ETC. 
Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 920) to discontinue post routes 9120, 9121, 


« 2 . 3 c 7 ¢ , i} . ° 
and so much of post route 9117 as connects || poutes in Tennessee ; which was read 


Warsaw, Ohio, with Coshocton ; and to estab- | 
lish anew mail route from Nonpareil to Coshoc- 


BOUNTY LAND. 

Mr. MUNGEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
921) granting one hundred and sixty acres of 
land to each soldier, sailor, and marine who 
served one year or more in the war to put down 
the late rebellion; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee | 
on the Public Lands. 


MRS. MARY IHATCII, 


Mr. MUNGEN also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 922) for the relief of Mrs. Mary Hatch, 
mother of Timothy H. Pittsford, who died in 
the military service of the United States ; which | 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


KENTUCKY AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. BECK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
923) for the relief of the Kentucky Agricul- 
tural and Mechanical Association ; which was | 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

L. P. LITTLE. 

Mr. SWEENEY introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 924) to remove the or disabilities of 
L. P. Little, of Kentucky ; which was read a 
firstand second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Reconstruction. 

JOUN J. DENNIS. 

Mr. SWEENEY also introduced abill (H. R. 
No 925) to remove the political disabilities of 
John J. Dennis, of the State of Kentucky; | 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Reconstruction. 

SUSAN ITAYNES, 

Mr. STOKES introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 





William J. Haynes ; which was read afirst and | 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES, 

Mr. PROSSER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
27) to relieve certain persons therein named, 
of the State of Tennessee, of their political dis- 
abilities; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Recon- 


struction. 


JONATITAN TAYLOR. 


Mr. PROSSER also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No, 928) to remove the charge of deser- 
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tion in the case of Jonathan Taylor, a private 
of company B, fourth Tennessee infantry ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 


| referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


INTERNAL TAXATION, 

Mr. PROSSER also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 929) to amend an act reducing internal 
taxation, and for other purposes, approved July 
13, 1866; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 


BUTCHERS’ BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. TILLMAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
930) to incorporate the Washington Butchers’ 
Benevolent Association of the District of Co- 
lumbia ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


PAYMENT OF PENSIONS. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, introduced a 
hill (H. R. No. 931) to reéstablish an agency for 
paying pensions at Jonesborough, Tennessee ; 





January 24, 


ll __ 


which was read a first and second tim 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pe 


POST ROUTES IN TENNESSEE. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, 
| a bill (H. R. No. 982) 


€, and 
DS10n2 


also introduc, 
to establish certaiy pe . 
a first and 


| second time, and referred to the Committes 


| the Post Office and Post Roads. 


ROBERT P. CALDWELL. 

Mr. HAWKINS introduced a bill (11, R.N, 
938) for the relief of Robert P. Caldwel| : whi 
was read a first and second time, and refoyr., 
to the Committee on Reconstruction. : 


REMOVAL OF DISA BILITIES, 


Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, introduced a}; 
(H. R. No. 934) to relieve certain persons of ». 
political disabilities imposed by the fourteo,. 
article of the amendments of the Constity;,, 
of the United States; which was read 4 firs 
and second time, and referred to the Commi. 
tee on Reconstruction. 7 


RAILWAY FROM CHICAGO TO SAN DIEuo. 


Mr. COOK introduced a bill (H. R. No, 925 
to authorize the building of a military ay) 
postal railway from Chicago, in the State o; 
Illinois, to San Diego, in the State of Calify; 
nia; which was read a first and second time. 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canal: 
and ordered to be printed. 

JURORS IN UNITED STATES COURTS 

Mr. MARSHALL introduced a bill (H. 2 
No. 936) to provide for the compensation o: 
grand and petit jurors in the circuit and dj 
trict courts of the United States; which wz 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered ;, 
be printed, 

ADJUSTMENT OF PENSION CLAIMS. 

Mr. MOORE, of Illinois, introduced a }, 
(H. &. No. 987) to authorize the adjusime 
of pension claims upon a gold basis; whi 
was read a first and second time, refer: 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, « 
ordered to be printed. 


DES MOINES AND ROCK ISLAND RAPIbs 
Mr. HAWLEY introduced a bill (H. 1. No. 


938) making further appropriations for i 
proving the Des Moines and Rock Islan! 
rapids, in the Mississippi river ; which was re: 
a first and second time, and referred to t) 
Committee on Commerce. 

SAFETY OF MINERS. 

Mr. HAY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 05 
providing for the health and safety of person 
employed in coal mines; which was read 4 
| first and second time, and referred to the Cow 
mittee on Mines and Mining. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. BOYD introduced a bill (H. It. No. 


940) to amend an act entitled ‘* An act grant- 
ing land to aid in the construction of a rai- 
road and telegraph line from the States vi 
Missouri and Arkansas to the Pacific coast by 
the southern route,’’ approved July 27, Lov": 
which was read a first Lol neaaat time, referre’ 
to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, an! 
ordered to be printed. 
JOSHUA BISHOP. 


Mr. BOYD also introduced a joint resoli 
tion (H. R. No. 127) to restore Joshua Bishop 
to his original rank in the United States Navy: 
which was read a first and second time, #'' 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

NEW POST ROUTE. 

Mr. BENJAMIN introduced a bill (II. + 

No. 941) establishing a post route from (" 








ory’s Landing to Winchester, in Clarke county, 
: which was read a first and seco! 


Missouri a . 
time, and referred to the Committee on © 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

INVALID PENSIONS. 


Mr. DYER introduced a bill (H. R. 
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ry 24 


ae ») to amend the various acts in relation to 
pao. aud nsions, and to place certain militia forces on 
N8101 came footing while in actual service as 

..» Inited States troops or militia; which 


itroduy, as read a first and se cond time, referred to the 
rain p smmittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
a first , printed. 
Mitter VILLIAM H. MOSS, 
. DY ER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

for the relief of William H. Moss, post- 
[RN cor at Clarksville, Pike county, Missouri ; 
l: wh was pase a first and second time, and 
refer red to the Committee of Claims. 


APPROPRIATION ACT OF 1867-68, 
_ ROGERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
ced a | to repe sal section seven of an act making 


ns of ropriations for sundry civil expenses of 
urteen: Government for the year ending June 30, 
stituti 3, approved March 2, 1867; which was 


ia first and second time, and referred to 
' Me ‘ommittee on the Judiciary. 


ud a first 
JOmmit. 


THE CON 


| 


| WORTH, 


The SPEAKER. It does. 

The question was put on Mr. Ferry’s motion ; 
and there were—ayes 57, noes 72. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Farns- 
and WasuBurn of Wisconsin, were 
appointed. 

The House divided ; 
ed—ayes 69, noes 76. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Wasupurn, of Wisconsin, on which the yeas 


and the tellers report 


| and nays had been demanded. 


i} 


1 


GEORGE W. KEYES. 
TEGO, fr, BLAIR introduced a joint resolution 
No. 927 '], R. No. 128) for the reliet of George W. 
ATY and Keyes; which was read a first and second 
Stat ‘e, and referred to the Committee on the | 
Cali st Ofice and Post Roads. 
id time, FORT GRATIOT RESERVATION. 
anal rT) . : 

Mr. CONGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
: {5) to provide for the survey of the Fort Gra- 
t Military Reservation, in the State of Mich- 
(H. R van; which was read a first and second time, 
vu | referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
at d tong 
ich JAMES STEVENS. 
| to the " \<F . 
ned : Mr. POMEROY introduced a bill (H. R. 

No, 946) for the relief of James Stevens; 

' which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Uu 
; EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 
- wh Mr. McCRARY introduced a bill (H. R. 
efor No. 947) to equalize the bounties of soldiers 
18, 1o served in the war for the suppression of 

‘rebellion ; which was read a first and see- 
. | time, and referred to the Committee on 
Aik . s 
Bs lilitary Affairs. 
or FINANCIAL POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Isl: Ir. MeCRARY also introduced a joint reso- 
as} tion (H, R. No. 129) concerning the financial | 


to { policy of the United States ; which was read 
i first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 

be printed, 7 


- PUBLICATION OF LAWS. 
seeds Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, introduced a bill 
sittin lf. R. No. 948) to authorize the publication 
{laws relating to the Army, Navy, militia, 
and Marine corps in the Western Soldiers’ 
rriend; which was read a first and second time, 
&. N and referred to the Committee on Military 
grant Affairs. 
a ra POSTAL TELEGRAPIL LINES 
se Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, introduced 
18 a bill (H. R. No. 949) to establish postal tele- 
. graph lines in the United States; which was 
} c ead a first and second time. 
= oe WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I move 
that the bill be referred to a special committee 
of seven members. 
esol Mr. FARNSWORTH. I call fora division 
sisho| nthat motion. The matter is already before 
Navy i standing committee of the House. 
e, ul lhe question was put on Mr. WASHBURN’S 
uirs tion 5 and there were—ayes 79, noes 44. 
wF ARNSWORTH. I call for the yeas | 
i. | a id as 8. : : 
a, Mr. INGERSOLL. I call for the reading | 
ae t the bill, 
as "he Clerk read the bill. 
ae -_ FERRY. I movethat the bill be referred 
” © to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Reade 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Doesthat | 
. No. take precedence of my motion ? 





Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
for the yeas and nays. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
referred to a special committee of seven mem- 
bers. 


I withdraw the call 


. 


ANN ANNIS. 
Mr. SAWYER introduced a bill (H. R. No 


950) granting a pension to Ann Annis; which 


was read a first and second time, and referred ° 


to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


RAILROAD LAND GRANT. 
Mr. SARGENT introduced a bill (Hi. R. 
No. 951) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act 


granting lands to aid in the construction of a 


| railroad from the city of Stockton to the town 


of Copperopolis, in the State of California ;’’ 

which was read a first and second time, and 

referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
SAMUEL V. B. STRIDER. 

Mr. McGREW introduced a bill (II. R. No. 

952) for the relief of Samuel V. B. Strider; 

which was read a first and second time, and, 


| with the accompanying papers, referred to the 


Committee of Claims. 
JURISDICTION OF COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. McGREW also introduced a joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No. 130) exempting all the 
counties of the State of West Virginia from the 
operation of the act of Congress entitled ‘‘ An 
act to declare the sense of an act to restrict 
the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims, and to 
provide for the payment of certain demands 
for quartermaster’s stores and subsistence sup- 
plies furnished the Army of the United States ;”’ 
an was read a first and second time, and 

eferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS IN NEBRASKA. 
TAFFE introduced a bill (H. No. 


953) to prohibit the sale of the public lands of 


| the United States in Nebraska except to actual 


| settlers; 





which was read a first and second 


time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Publie Lands. 
NEW MEXICO, 
Mr. CHAVES introduced a bill (H. R. No 


954) to authorize the people of the Territory 
of New Mexico to form a constitution and 
State government preparatory to their admis- 
sion into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


ASSAY OFFICE IN NEW MEXICO. 
Mr. CHAVES also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 955) to locate an assay office in the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and ordered 
to be printed. 

BOUNDARIES OF NEW MEXICO. 

Mr. CHAVES also introduced a bill (H.R. 
No. 956) defining the northern boundaries of 
the Territory of New Mexico; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PUBLIC 

Mr. 


duced a bill 
construction 


BULLDINGSIN WASHINGTON TER 
GARFIELDE, of Washington, intro- 
H. R. No. 957) to provide for 
of custom-house upon Port 
‘Townsend bay, in Washington Territory ; which 


RITORY. 


the 
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was reada first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 
OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Mr. GARFIEL .% Ns Washington, also in- 
troduced a bill ( H. No. 958) to authoriz 
construction of a oe from tne foot of Wash 
ington street, in the town of Olympia. in 
Washington Territory; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit 
tee on the Public Lands. 


ethe 


SCLHIOOL LANDS IN WASILINGTON TERRITORY. 
Mr. oAknanetie of Washington, also in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 959) for the protec- 
tion of bona fide purchasers of school lands in 
Washington Territory ; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Territories. 
WAGON-ROADS IN COLORADO 
BRADFORD 


YoO0) 


Mr. introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. authorizing the construction of 
wagon-roads inthe Territory of Colorado, and 
making an appropriation therefor; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Territories, and ordered to 
be printed. 

SALARIES OF 


Mr. BRADFORD also introduced a bill (1. 
R. No. 961) in relation to the salaries of cer- 
tain otlicers in the Territory of Colorado; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Territories, and ordered 
to be printed, 


OFFICERS LIN COLORADO 


AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES IN TERRITORIES. 
Mr. SPINK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
962) donating public lands to the several Ter- 


ritories which may provide colleges for the 
benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arts; 
which was read a first and second time, 


re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Territories, and 
ordered to be printed. 
PRIDGE AND FERRY IN MONTANA, 
Mr. CAVANAUGH introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 963) granting to James Gallaher, his 


associates and successors, the right to estab 

lish and maintain a bridge or ferry at the Three 
Forks of the Missouri river, in the Territory of 
Montana; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee on the Territo 
ries, and ordered to be printed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
TheSPEAKER. Theeall of t ites and 


Territories for the introduction of | bills and 
joint resolutions having been Samant the 
next business in order is the eall tor resolu- 
tions to be presented for consideration at the 
present time. ‘The call on last Monday rested 
at the State of Illinois. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 have a bill which 
I desire to introduce for reference. I was not 
in when my State was called. 

The SPEAKER. ‘lhe 
recognized for that purpose 
tion of the morning hour. 


will be 


oe 
the expira- 


gentleman 
after 


COMMITTEE 

Mr. BURR submitted the 

tion, upon which he called the 
tion: 


OF ELECTIONS 


t | . . } 
tOLuOW!1 y reso.u- 


previous ques- 


Resolved, That from the nature of its duties the 
Committee of Elections of the Llouse of Representa 
tives is a judicial body, and in deciding contested 
cases referred tosuch committee the members thereof 
should aet aecording to all the rules of law, without 
partiality or prejudice, fully as though under 
pecial oath in each p: articular case so decided. 

he question was taken upon seconding the 

The q tal conding 
call for the previous question; and upon a divi 
ion there were 57, noes 9; no quorum 
voting. 

Tell were ordered; and Mr. 
and Mr. Burr were appointed. 

. r } 1] 

(he House again divided; and the tellers 
reported that there were—ayes 78, noes 40 

So the previous question was sec vonded. 
The main question was then or rdered; which 
Was upon adopti ng r the re solution. 


“ayes 


BENJAMIN 


ers 
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Mr. ELDRIDGE. Upon that question I 
call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. KELSEY. I move that the resolution 
be laid on the table. I want to cast no such 
imputation as this resolution casts upon the 
Committee of Elections. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
the past action of the House. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
it so us to declare that all the members of the 
House act judicial'y in determining election 
cases? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 


Debate is not in order. 
I call for the yeas and 


It is a reflection upon | 


nays upon the motion to lay this resolution on | 


the table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

lhe question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 44, nays 120, not voting 
37; as follows: 

Y HAS—Messrs. Bailey, Beaman, Benjamin, Ben- 
ton, Bingham, Blair, Bowen, Boyd, Buckley, Bur- 
lett, Benjamin I, Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Cake, 


Clarke, Clinton L, Cobb, Conger, Cullom, Davis, || 


Dixon, Dockery, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Ferriss, Finkeln- 
burg, Heflin, Hoge, Jenckes, Kelsey, Knapp, Law- 
Loughridge, Maynard, MeGrew, William 


renee, 


Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Neg- | 


ley, Sargent, Sawyer, Tatle, Townsend, Ward, and 
\W hittemore 44, 

NAYS 
Archer, Armstrong, Arnell, Asper, Axtell, Banks, 
Beatty, Beck, Bird, George Brooks, James 
Brooks, Buffinton, Burchard, Burr, Calkin, Cessna, 
(leveland,Cook,Cowles,Cox,Crebs, Dawes, Deweese, 
Dickinson, Donley, Dox, Eldridge, Farnsworth, 
kerry, Fisher, Fitch, Getz, Golladay, Greene, Gris- 
wold, Haldeman, Hale, Hambleton, Hamiil, Haw- 
kins, Hawley, Hay, Hill, Hoar, Holman, Hooper, 
Ingersoll, Johnson, Thomas L. Jones, Judd, Kelley, 
Kellogg. Kerr, Ketcham, Knott, Latlin, Lash, Logan, 
Lynch, Marshall, Mayham, MeCarthy, McCormick, 
MeCrary, MeNeely, Eliakim Hl. Moore, Jesse H. 


Moore, Morgan, Mungen, Myers, Niblack, O’Neill, | 
Orth, Packard, Paine, Peters, Phelps, Poland, Pom- | 
, Potter, Prosser, Randall, Reeves, Rice, Rogers, | 
Roots, Schumaker, Scofield, Shanks, Sherrod, Slo- | 


eros 


cum, John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, William J. 
Sn ith, William Smyth, Starkweather, Stiles, Stokes, 
Stone, Stoughton, Strader, Strong, Swann, Sweeney, 
Tanner, Tillman, Trimble, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, 
Van Trump, Voorhees, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
William bB. Washburn, Welker, 
Willard, Williams, Winans, Winchester, Witcher, 
Wood, and Woodward—12. 

NOT VOTING—Mesgers. Barnum, Bennett, Biggs, 
Boles, Buck,Churehill, Amasa Cobb,Coburn, Dickey, 
Pox, Garfield, Gilfillan, Haight, Hamilton, Hays, 
Ileaton, Hloag, Hotchkiss, Alexander H. Jones, 
Julian, Mereur, Morrissey, Packer, Palmer, Read- 
ing, Sanford, Schenek, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter 
Sheldon, Worthington C. Smith, Stevens, Steven- 
son, Strickland, Van Auken, Van Horn, Wilkinson, 
Kugene M. Wilson, and John 'T. Wilson—37. 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, when his 
name was called, said: I vote ay, because I 
hold that this is not a judicial body. 

The question recurred on agreeing to the 
resolution, on which the yeas and nays had 
been called, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. FERRISS. I renew the call. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, has 
not the morning hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. The expiration of the 
morning hour does not affect this question, the 
previous question having been seconded and 
the main question ordered. Whea this matter 
is disposed of the Chair will announce the 
expiration of the morning hour. 

The question being taken on agreeing to the 
resolution, it was decided in the aflirmative— 


yeas 140, nays 23, not voting 47 ; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allison, 
Archer, Armstrong, Asper, Axtell, Bailey, Banks, 
Beaman, Beatty, Boek. Benton, Bird, Bowen, 
George M. Brooks, James Brooks, Buckley, Buf- 
finton, Burehard, Burr, Cake, Calkin, 
Cleveland, Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Cowles, 
Cox, Crebs, Cullom, Dawes, Deweese, Dickinson, 
Dockery, Donley, Dox, Dyer, Eldridge, Farnsworth, 
Verriss, Ferry, Fisher, Fitch, Getz, Golladay, Greene, 
Griswold, Haldeman, Hale, Hambleton, Hamill, 
Hawkins, Hawley, Heflin, Hill, Hoar, Holman, 
-enckes, Johnson, Thomas L. Jones, Judd, Julian, 


I withdraw the call for 


Ambler, Ames, 


Kelley, Kellogg, Kerr, Ketcham, Knott, Laflin, Lash, | 


Lyneh, Marshall, Mayham, MeCarthy, McCormick, 
McCrary, MeGrew, MeNeely, Jesse H. Moore, Mor- 
in, Daniel J. Morrell, Mungen, Myers, Niblack, 


Wells, Wheeler, | 


Cessna,, | 


Messrs. Adams, Allison, Ambler, Ames, | 





O’Neill, Orth, Packard, Paine, Peters, Phelps, Po- 
land, Pomeroy, Potter, Randall, Reeves, Rice, Ro- 
gers, Sarcent, Sawyer, Schumaker, Scofield, Shanks, 
Sherrod, Slocum, John A. Smith, Joseph 8S. Smith, 
William J. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, William 
Smyth, Starkweather, Stiles, Stone, Stoughton, 
Strader, Strickland, Strong, Swann, Sweeney, Jan- 
ner, Tillman, Trimble, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Van 
Trump, Voorhees, William B. Washburn, Wells, 
Wheeler, Wilkinson, Willard, Williams, Eugene 


| M. Wilson, John T. Wilson, Winchester, Witcher, 
- | Wood, and W codward—140. 
Why not extend || 


NAYS—Messrs. Arnell, Bingham 1 
jamin F, Butler, Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Conger, Davis, 


| Dixon, Duval, Ela, Finkelnburg, Garfield, Hoge, 
Kelsey, Lawrence, William Moore, Prosser, Stokes, 


Tafie, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, and Whitte- 
more—2Z3, 

NOT VOTING—Mesers. Barnum, Benjamin, Ben- 
nett, Biggs, Blair, Boles, Boyd, Buck, Roderick R. 
Butler, Churehill, Dickey, Fox, Gilfillan, Haight, 
Hamilton, Ilay, Hays, Heaton, Hoag, Hooper, 
Hotehkiss, Ingersoll, Alexander H. Jones, Knapp, 
yogan, Loughridge, Maynard, Mereur, Eliakim H. 
Moore, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey, Negley, 
Packer, Palmer, Reading, Roots, Sanford, Schenck, 
Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, Stevens, Ste- 
venson, ‘Townsend, Van Auken, Van Ilorn, Welker, 


| and Winans—47. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. BURR moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was agreed to; and also 


| moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 


on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The SPEAKER. Various gentlemen who 
were not in their seats when their States were 
called this morning desire to present bills for 
reference. With the leave of the House the 
Chair will recognize gentlemen for that pur- 
pose, it being understood that these bills are 


introduced under the restriction of the morn- || 


ing hour, that they shall not be brought back by 
motions to reconsider. 
Chere was no objection. 
GERMAN COLONIZATION COMPANY. 


Mr. JUDD introduced a bill (H. Rt. No. 964) 
to grant a preémption on the public lands to 


the German Colonization Company of Colfax, 


Colorado; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

SCHOONER W. D. B. 

Mr. LYNCH introduced a joint resolution 
(H.R. No. 131) granting an American register 
to the British-built schooner W. D. B.; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

MONKEY-ORDER SYSTEM. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 965) to extend the money-order system 
to the branch post offices or stations in large 
cities, and for other purposes ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 


| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 


ordered to be printed. 


RAILROAD LAND GRANT. 
Mr. CLARKE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 966) to grant the right of way through the pub- 
lic lands to the Junction City, Solomon Valley 





and Denver Railway coments, and for other 
purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, I have in- 
troduced this bill by request. I ask unanimous 
consent of the House to say that I have already 
introduced a bill to make a grant of land to 
this same company, and that it has been re- 
ferred to the same committee. I have pro- 
vided in the bill fora grant of six thousand four 
hundred acres per mile, and that this land be 
sold to actual settlers only at the price of $2 50 
peracre. The bill also provides that on the 
completion of each ten consecutive miles of 
road all actual settlers on the land opposite to 
and conterminous with the completed sections 
shall within three months make payment for 
the same at the district land office, and that if 
any lanti remains unoccupied it shall then be 
patented to the railroad compeny. This pro- 
vision is in harmony with the uniform legisla- 


Burdett. Ben- | 
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tion of this House at the last session, and 
learn from the distinguished gentlem; 
a . . ‘Dan troy 
Indiana, [Mr. Jutian,] chairman of the Com 
mittee on the Public Lands, that this prin oT 
of limiting the price to $2 50 per — 
be insisted on at the present session. li 
sir, as this road is of most importance t,,,_ 
people of Kansas and Colorado, and wil] 4; 
developing a most interesting and import: 
section of the country, I think it my ag 
defer to the dominant sentiment of the Ho, 
with which I sympathize, and obtain, if possi 
a grant of land that will build this road any .. 
the same time prevent a further monopoly oi 
the public domain. wit 
An examination of our land-grant syojq, 
for the last twenty years has Convinced tno 
that it would have been better for both the 
railroad companies and the people of the yoy 
States if this anti-monopoly feature had heen 
incorporated into all our legislation on th), 
subject. With this conviction, I believe tl; 
the policy of granting public lands to railroqi 
companies in the unsettled portions of ti. 
country has been wise and proper. I am wi! 
ing thatthe bill which I now introduce shall gop 
the Committee on the Public Landsand be prop: 
erly considered upon its merits. hope the cow. 
mittee will ierd tame possible facility for jts 
friends to advance arguments in its favor, A< 
I before remarked, the road is important and 


| should be aided by Congress, as the develo), 


ment of the country through which it passes 
will do much to settle the Indian difficultie; 
on the frontier of Kansas, and will add vastly 
to the material wealth of the nation. I wil 
only say in addition that one of my chief rea- 
sons for urging the bill which limits the price 
of the land in preference to this is that | 
believe it more likely to receive the favorable 
action of Congress, and I am not willing to 
risk the interests of my constituents in this 
enterprise by attempting to demand as a final- 


| ity the principle of an unlimited grant of land 


which this House has so often refused to give, 
With these remarks I submit the bill I have 
been requested to introduce. 


SALVAGE MONEYS. 

Mr. SCOFIELD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
967) to distribute salvage moneys to the ofl 
cers and crews of the United States steamers 
Sciota, Aroostook, and Mobile; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


MRS. POLLY WOODWARD. 
Mr. LOGAN submitted the following reso: 
lution; which was read, considered, and re 
ferred tothe Committee on Freedmen’s Affairs: 


Resolved, That General O. O. Howard be author- 
ized to pay Mrs. Polly Woodward for services ren- 
dered the Freedmen’s Bureau at Columbus, Ken- 
tucky, prior to the lst of July, 1866. 


IMPROVEMENT OF MICHIGAN HARBORS. 
Mr. STOUGHTON introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 968) making appropriations for certain 
harbors in the State of Michigan ; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


WYOMING TERRITORIAL BUILDINGS. 
Mr. NUCKOLLS introduced a bill (H. It. 
No. 969) setting aside certain proceeds from 
internal revenue for the erection of a peniten 
tiary in the Territory of Wyoming ; which was 
read a first and second time, ia referred to 
the Committee on the Territories. 


FALLS OF ST. ANTHONY. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, presented a 
memorial of the Legislature of Minnesota, © 
lating to the Falls of St. Anthony; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, aud 
ordered to be printed. 

COPPEROPOLIS RAILROAD, CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. COX introduced a bill (H. R. No. 970) 
to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act granting 
lands to aid in the construction of a railroad 
from Stockton to Copperopolis, California ; 
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was read a first and second time, and 
the Committee on the Public 


ferred to 
HANNAH OSENWALT. 
TZ introduced a bill (H.R. No. 971) 
relief of Hannah eae widow of 
veville Osenwalt, late a private of battery 
cond regiment Pennsylvani: 1 heavy artil- 
which was read a first and second time, 





ry; 


Pensions. 


RICHARD P, LEARY. 
\ir. ARCHER introduced a bill (H. R. No 
for the relief of Richard P. Leary, of the 
‘ted States Navy; which was read a first 
nd second time, pid referred to the Commit- 
on Naval Affairs. 


POSTAL TELEGRAPIL,. 


. PALMER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
to establish a —_ telegraph system and 
neorporate the United States Postal Tele- 
sph Company ; which was read a first and 
ond time, and ordered to be referred to the 
cial committee created this morning, when 
npointed. 
‘Mr. PAINE. I ask unanimous consent to 
bmit the following resolution : 
oeolved, That the pee ial committee to whom was 
rred the postal telegraph bill be instructed to 
suire into the whole subject of telegraphing in the 
nited States, and to that end be authorized tosend 
r persons an d papers, with leave to report by bill or 
therwise when they shall have finished their delib- 
rations. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE, 
appointed ? 

“The SPEAKER. It has not, but it is in 
order to order itto be referred to that commit- 
tee when appointed. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
that way. 
Mr. WARD. 
r persons and papers. 
Che resolution was not received. 
MISSOURI CAVALRY. 
Mr. BOYD introduced a joint resolution (H. 
:. No. 132) providing for payment of bounty 
the fifteenth and sixteenth regiments Mis- 
iricavalry ; 
me, and referred to the Committee on Military 


sy 


Has that committee been 


It should be changed in 


urs. 


AMENDMENT OF THE Rt 
DAVIS 


submitted the rena reso- 


1; which was referred to the Committee | 


‘the Rules: 


I object to the power to send | 


referred to the Committee on Invalid | 


Mr. DAWES. 
report. 

The SPEAKER. That would not super- 
sede a motion to su spe nd the rules. 

Mr. DAWES. [ask the gentleman to yield 
to me for a few moments. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to say that since 
[ reported the joint resolution by order of the 
Judiciary C ini e all the parties interested 
before that committee have consented to con- 
form to what was intended to be accomplished 


by the resolution. I therefore withdraw my 
motion. 


I oa L Sars | 
rise to make a privileged 


APPROPRIATION 


Mr. DAWES, from the Committee on Appro- 
priations, reported a bill (H. R. No. 974) mak- 
ing appropriations for the legislative, exec- 


BILL. 


| utive, and judicial expenses of the Government 


which was read a first and second | 


Resolved. That Rule 112 of the rules of the House | 


f Representatives be amended so as to read as fol- 
ws: 
l2. All proceedings touching appropriations of 
ney or of the public lands, either by gift, grant, 
ther disposition, shall be first discussed in a Com- 
tee of the Whole House. 
CONSOLIDATION OF 


NDIAN TRIBES. 


Mr. VAN HORN, foe the Committee on || 


Indian Affairs, reported back with amend- 
ments a bill (H. R. No. 299) to provide for the 
onsolidation of the Indian tribes and to organ- 
»& Syste mof government in the Indian terri- 
: which, w ith the amendments, was ordered 


be b> suited, and recommitted to the same 
Me CUT 


-CULLOM. I object to the reference of 
t bill to the Committee on Indian A ffairs. 
he SPEAKER, It is already before that 
( oie 

Mr. CULLOM. I desire that it should go 
to the Committee on the Territories. 

The SPEAKER. When it is reporied back 
that motion will be in order. 


PANOCHE GRANDE CLAIM. 
BINGHAM. I demand the regular 


I he SPEAKER. 
lemands the regular order of business, which 
brings on the motion made by himself on Mon- 
‘ay last to su spend the rules in order to con- 
der a joint resolution in regard to the rancho 
Panoche ¢ Grande, in California. 


{ 
“7 


ord 





The gentleman from Ohio | 


| and diligent inquiry, and such a 
n 


| been made in some instances at 


for the year ending June 380, 1871; which was 
reada first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and made the special order on Wednesday next 
immediately after the morning hour, and there- 
after from day to day until finally disposed of. 

Mr. DAWES. I move that the bill be 
ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to 
reserve the right to make all points of order 
when the House is in Committee of the Whole 
on the bill. 

Mr. DAWES. The bill appropriates the 
sum of $19,114,338, as follows: 












Senate compensation and mileage...... $425,000 00 
Officers, clerks, and employés......... 97,468 80 
Contingent... aaa 134,990 00 
llouse compe nsation and mile: ag 1,500,000 00 
Officers, clerks, and employés........ 142,531 00 
Contingent ice aaeaeahoaeied cana - 261,082 00 
Public printing a ckidculsatsccendateysediouseis 1,501,014 00 
Library of Congr 51,168 00 
Public buildings and grounds ‘i 49,554 00 
SMEG ANE SIME cs: <0 dainiascpinocnntinanaeuneuaciias 133,840 00 
SMES TINUE, assets nae decsnedpnddeandiestanue 19,410 00 
RPO GOING CE TURING vin vk ccnccccniivedeswisionere 167,300 00 
Treasury and bureaus, salaries and con- 

RN io cent eae ade hed cae dieiaauecuatedl 2,490,820 00 
Expenses of collectinginternal revenue, 8,100,000 00 


Independent Treasury 297 080 00 








say that I 
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| which are contained 


iil 


Mr. ARNELL. I desire to make an inquiry 
of the chairman of the Committee on Appro 
priations. Haveany appropri a a en made 
by the committee for the accctmanl of Educa 
tion? 

Mr. DAWES. There was appropriated last 
year $6,000. The committee this year have 
made no appropriation for that De partment 

I desire, Mr. Speaker, in view of the reser 
vation made by the gentleman from re nnes 
see, [Mr. Maynarp,] to move so to suspe ms 
the rules of the House that this bill shall be i: 
order when it comes up for consideration. 
do this because if we propose to cut off abuses 
7 have grown up tn years thatare past, in 

the administration of affairs and in the exper nd 
iture of money it is necessary that propositions 
in this bill should be 


| brought before the House for their consider- 


OO 


Mint, branches, and assay offices..... 2,700 00 
Territorial governments.............00scceceeee 6,780 OOD 
Surveyors general and the ir clerks....... 100 00 
Interior Department and several bu- 
reaus, salary and contingent............6. 1,290,960 
Army 558,050 00 
Navy : 154,830 00 
Departmentof Agriculture................... 137,480 00 
TN 384,120 00 
Attorney General, United States.......... 49,140 00 
Supreme Court, United States......... vas 106,500 00 
Supreme court, District of Columbis basin 19,000 00 
District attorney. United States............ 18,050 00 
District judges, United States................ 168,500 00 
District marshals, United States............ 11,300 00 
aa a ln lal cial $19,203,097 SO 
The original estimates for these purposes 
5 I 


$21 


were 805,751 83. 
propriations after patic 


The Committee on Ap- 
nt labor for some weeks 
gsistance as 
1 the Depart- 
down these 


they have been able to obtain fror 


ments, have been enabled to cut 
estimates, as follows: 


Senate and House, and miscellaneous, $1,021,272 00 





SNEED WNPRICEEINOE.--.... ccssneiennsepensncuaes a 229,072 83 
Interior, Poet Office, and Agriculture 256,210 00 
Mint, branches, and assay offices......... 244,226 00 
Independent Tre: I thee oe 02" 347 OO 
‘Territorial governments. $1,366 00 
Army, offices, salaries, andcontingents, 76,210 00 
Navy, offices, salaries, and contingents, 84,260 00 
Surveyors general and clerks............. 10,500 00 
Treasury and contingent............... ae $29,950 00 
2,692,413 83 

Amount recommended..........-cccceeceeeee 19,203,007 00 
$21,895,510 83 


With reference to this reduction I desire to 
say that as it is very possible that it may have 
points where 
it isnot wise to make them, the ec 
invite the scrutiny of the House to « 
these item and so far as the redueti 


ym mittee 
ach of 


on com 


mends itself to the piri of economy and : 
trenchment which they believe pervades 1) 


House 
of the 


invoke its support in the passage 


they 
bill. 


= 


ation; but the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. 
Maynarp] by raising his point of order pre 
vents the Committee on Appropriations con 
br inging be fore the House for consideration cer 
tain provisions in this bill. I therefore move 
to so suspend the rules of the House that this 
bill shall be in order in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask for the reading of 
that portion of the bill which is legislative in 
its character. 

Mr. DAWES. 
legislative in 
the bill. 


The portions of it which 
character are scattered through 


are 


Mr. ARNELL. Then I demand the read- 
ing of the whole bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I de- 
sire to ask the chairman of the Committee 


on Appropriations how much of the two mil 
lions and odd hundred thousand dollars saved 
by the bill is saved from legislative expenses ? 

Mr. DAWES. I have not added up the 
figures myself, but the clerk of the 
tee has, and I believe he is correct, 
amount is $1, 021,272. 

Mr. BU rLER, of 
one half! 

Mr. DAWES. Yes, sir; if I find any error 
1 will communicate it to my colleague. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations hi 
the appropriations proposed by the comm 
tee compare with similar appropri: ations made 
last year by Congress, and whether there is a 
reduction of appropriations or an increase ? 

Mr. DAWES. As ageneral remark I| reply 
to the gentleman that there is a reduction, but 
that the reduction from last year is small. In 
the general result, however, the amount is 
carried up above the appropriations of last 
year by the item for the public printing, in 
which there is a vast increase caused by the 
unusual amount of matter thrown upon the 
printing office by the Departments at the other 
end of the avenue. ‘There is an astonishing 
increase of work in the Public ee Office 
caused in that manner, and calling, in the 
opinion of the Committee on Appropriations, 
very loudly for legislation; but there is no 
legis! ation in reference to that point in this bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I would 
inquire if that amount of printing which is 
thrown upon the Public Printing Office from 
the other end of the avenue is not caused by 
the fact that by the law of last year we required 
all the departmental printing oflices to stop? 
here used to be departmental printing offices, 
and | remember reporting a provision stopping 
all those offices. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. LI rise to a point of 
order. This debate is out of order ona motion 
to suspend the rules, and also because of 
rule th at appropriation bilis shall receive their 
first consideration in Committee of the Whol 


commit 


and the 


f Massachusett Nearly 


tue 


The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 
pow of order. Diseussion 1 is out of order 
Mr. COX. I desire to ask the gentleman 


mn Massachusetts a qui tion. 
fhe SPEAKER. The gent leman from Illi- 
i\ir. Farnswor! ru | raise the point of 
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order that discussion is out of order, and the 
Chair sustains the point of order. The Chair 
would suggest to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Dawes] that the usual mode of 
procedure has been, when a point of order is 
made, to let the matter go over to the succeed- 
ing Monday upon the motion to suspend the 
rules, so that it may come up after the bill is 
printed. 

Mr. DAWES. It has already been ordered 
by the House that this bill shall be the special 
order for Wednesday next. I to my 
friend from Tennessee that I not think 
there is any provision in the bill that he 
would object to voting for excepting, perhaps, 
the provision that abolishes the Bureau of lidu 
cation. That I do not propose to vote for my 
self; but every provision of the bill has the 
unanimous report of the committee except 
that, and is in the interest of a reduction of 
expenditures. All I ask of the House is that 
the bill shall be brought before the House for 
their consideration, and then if a majority of 
the House do not agree with the Committee on 
Appropriations they can so vote, 

i will state one of the legislative provisions 
of the bill. There is no law to cover into the 
lreasury unexpended balances of former ap- 
propriations. The Committee on Appropria- 
tions have ascertained that $500,000 in a sin- 
bureau in one of the Departments has 
accumulated from time to time. There are 
unexpended balances of former appropriations 
to that amount, and yet they come here and 
ask us for $248,000 more this year to carry on 
their Department. There is an old appropria- 
tion-—ten years old—for the New York post 
oflice, out of which to-day they are building 
the new post office in the Park, and it is sup- 
posed by the Committee on Appropriations 
that it is best to provide that at the end of two 
years all unexpended balances shall be covered 
into the ‘Treasury unless it is otherwise ordered 
in the act of appropriation. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Will the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] state the bureau 
to which he refers ? 

Mr. DAWES. 
the Land Office. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
point of order. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. DAWES. I feel it my duty to ask the | 
ILouse to so suspend the rules that these provis- | 
ions shall be in order in the Committee of the | 
Whole. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Cannot common 
consent be given to have all these provisions 
in order in the Committee of the Whole, ex- 
cept the one objected to by the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee, [Mr. Anne..?] 

Mr. RANDALL. Oh, no. 

Mr. ARNELL. I insist upon having the bill 
read in full. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Is it in order to move to | 
suspend the rule which gives the gentleman 
from Tennessee [ Mr. ARNELL] the right to call 
for the reading of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. There is a motion now 
pending for suspending the rules. 

Mr. DAWES. I wish my friend from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Arw®EL1.] would listen to me for a 
moment. 

Mr. ARNELL. Certainly; with pleasure. 

Mr. DAWES. Idonot think the gentleman | 
who has a certain part of this bill so much at | 
heart will advance his object by any such ex- | 
penditure of time as this. He knows very well 
that he has my cotiperation for the preserva- 
tion of the Bureau of Education. But I sub- 
mit to him that to call for the expenditure of 
two hours’ time in reading this bill will at the 
end of that time leave the matter just where it 
is now. I therefore ask the gentleman to with- 
draw his call for the reading of this bill, and 
let the House say whether they will permit 
these other provisions of the bill to be brought 
before them for consideration in Committee of | 
the Whole. 


state 


do 


gle 


If it is desirable I will; it is 


I insist upon my 





Mr. ARNELL. In reply to what the gen- 
tleman trom Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] has 
said I would say 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
upon my point of order. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. ARNELL. Then I insist upon the read- 
ing of the bill. 

Mr. DAWES. I modify my motion, and 
now move to so suspend the rules of the House 
that it shall not be necessary to have this bill 
read at the present time, and that the various 





I must again insist 


provisions of the bill may be in order for con- | 


sideration in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I[riseto a point of order. 

The SPEAKER, 
his point of order. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Can two thirds of this 
ITouse suspend the rules so as deny to a minor- 
ity of one third the right of knowing what is in 
this bill? 

The SPEAKER. It is a right which the 
minority hold under a rule of this House, which 

' rule can be suspended like any other rule. 

Mr. DAWES. Will this satisfy the gentle- 
man: that | move to suspend the rules in 
regard to all matters in this bill except that 

| for the abolition of the Bureau of Education ? 

Mr. COX. Are these provisions in the inter- 
est of economy? 

| Mr. DAWES. I have already stated to the 
| House that every provision of this bill except 
the one | have alluded to has the unanimous 
approval of the Committee on Appropriations 
and is in the interest of economy. And now, 
to accommodate my friend from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Annewi,] I will so modify my motion 


ion of the bill which proposes to repeal the 
law establishing the Bureau of Education ; but 
as to the other provisions I desire to have the 
rules suspended. 

Mr. ARNELL. Then I withdraw my call 
for the reading of the bill. 

Mr. RANDALL. Then I move to amend 
the motion of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Dawes] so as to cover the whole 
| bill. 
| The SPEAKER, 
his motion after the other has been disposed 
of; it is not in order to move to amend it. 


aflirmative) the rules were suspended, and it 
was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. RANDALL. Now I move to suspend 
the rules in relation to the provision concern- 
ing the Department of Education. I want to 
have the entire bill discussed. 

‘The question was then taken upon the motion 
of Mr. RanpaL.; and upon a division there 
were—ayes 55, noes 70. 

So (two thirds not voting in the affirmative) 
the rules were not suspended. 


| SPEAKER'S TABLE. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. lor the purpose of 
| reaching Senate amendments to the bill of the 





House for the admission of Virginia, I move | 


that the House proceed to the consideration 
of business on the Speaker’s table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. In the disposition of busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table executive com- 
munications must first be disposed of. Is there 


Several members objected. 
CONTESTED ELECTION—VIRGINIA,. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House evi- 
dence in the contested-election case of McKen- 
zie vs. Whittlesey, from the seventh congres- 
sional district of Virginia; which was referred 
to the Committee of Elections, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CURRENCY. 
| The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
}a communication from the Secretary of the 


that he may be permitted to raise his point of | 
order, if he desires to do so, upon that provis- | 


The gentleman can make | 


The question was then taken upon the motion | 
of Mr. Dawes; and (two thirds voting in the | 


any objection to laying these aside informally? | 


The gentleman will state | 








| 
| 
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| a communication from the Secretary 
ry ° d 
| Treasury, in reply to House resolution 


| be printed. 





January 4 


Treasury,in answer to a resolution of the I 
of December 21, 1869, transmitting . " 
from the Comptroller of the Currency: oa 
was referred to the Committee on Banki: “ 
Currency, and ordered to be printed, "> 


HEIRS OF PEDRO ARMENDAIs 
The SPEAKER also laid before the Hoy 


Of the 


7 ° ° . date 
January 17, 1870, directing him to inform ¢| 


House by what authority the heirs of p,q. 
Armendaris claim to recover from the Ca. 
ernment of the United States compensation 
the use and occupancy of Fort Craig mijjta, 
reservation, in the Territory of New Mex; : 
also whether any payment has been ma) 
claimed under any lease or pretended |e. 
said military reservation to the United s: 
by said heirs. 

The communication was referred to 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered | 


0 


STEAMBOATS TAKEN BY GOVERNME NT. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the Hoys, 
® communication from the Secretary of th 
‘Treasury, in relation to steamboats and other 
vessels owned in the loyal States taken by tho 


| Government without the consent of the own. 


ers during the war; which, on motion of Mr. 


| PoLanp, was referred to the Committee oy 


Revision of the Laws of the United States. 


| and ordered to be printed. 


INDEMNITY FROM JAPAN. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of State, 
in reply to a resolution of the House dated 
January 18, 1870, requesting him to inform the 
House ‘* whether the sum of $600,000 in gold, 
paid the United States as indemnity for ag. 
gressions upon our commerce, pursuant to the 
stipulations of the treaty with Japan of the 22) 
of October, 1864, has been covered into the 
‘Treasury, and if not, to report what disposition 
has been made of the same, in charge of what 
Department it remains, or if invested in Gov- 
ernment securities, to what use or purpose the 
interest thereon has been applied.”’ 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move that this commu. 
nication be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. The reso 
lution to which it is a reply was offered for the 


’ 
‘ 


purpose of eliciting information to guide the 
action of that committee upon some bills now 
pending before it. 

Mr. BANKS. This general subject is already 
before the Committee on Foreign Affairs, ani 
it seems to me this communication should by 
referred to that committee. 

The motion of Mr. Scor1e.p was agreed to. 


CLAIM OF 8S. FERNANDEZ. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 


a communication from the Secretary of War, 
in answer to the request of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, in relation to the claim of 5. 
Fernandez, a Spanish subject, for the rents 0! 
store No. 2, New Levee street, New Orleans, 
Louisiana; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 
JAMES BELGER. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting to the House a copy of the opinion 
of the Attorney General of the United States 
upon the case of James Belger, formerly co! 
onel and quartermaster of the United States 
Army; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


UNITED STATES COAST SURVEY. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a& communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting the annual statement 0! 
the Superintendent of the United States Coast 
Survey, as required by the act of March 3, 1859 ; 
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was referred to the Committeee on 
opriations, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGIA. 


SPEAKER also laid before the House 
munication from the General ofthe Army, 
eply to a resolution of the House dated 

ery 19, 1870, directing him ‘‘ to inform the 

nder what act of Congress, or by what 

se authority, Generals Ruger and Haines 

a Major Goodfellow, officers of the United 


sates Army, are acting in the Legislature of 
(te rgia as a committee of elections to adjudi- 


sof the rt 


( 


+o the legal qualifications of members 
ite tin 1 


\ir. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move 


chat be referred to the Committee on Recon- 
+ruetion, and ordered to be printed. 
BROOKS, of New York. I ask that 
letter be read. 
{r. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. It belongs 
the Committee on Reconstruction, and I 
ike that motion and demand the previous 
lt stion. 
rhe Clerk read the communication, as fol- 
IIEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
W ASHINGTON, January 20, 1870. 
- | have the honor to report, in compliance 
h a solution of the House of Representatives of 
nuary 19, 1870, “‘that the General of the Army be 
iivected to inform the House under what act of Con- 
or by — other authority, Generals Ruger 
nd Hi iines and Major Goodfellow, officers of the 
.] States Army, are acting in the Legislature 
‘Georgia as a committee of elections to adjudic: ate 
ie legal qualifications of members ry that body; 
Gone rals Haines and Ruger and Major Good- 
ellow are not octing in the Legislature of Georgia 
committee of elections to adjudicate the legal 
‘ific ations of members of that body 
[hese officers constitute a board outside of the 
gislature, to assist General A. H. Terry in the exe- 
ion of his most unpleasant office and duties, im- 
ed on him by section seven of the act of Congress 
roved December 22, 1869, and by the orders of 
President of the United States. - 
he orders assembling this board and prescribing 
luties are herewith given in full. 


{General Orders No. 3.] 


I[gaDQUARTERS MiLiTary District OF GEORGIA, 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, January 13, 1870. 
In pursuance of instructions received from th? 
eadquarters ofthe Army a board is hereby ap pointe dd 
nquire into ee gugealty of W. 'T. Winn, of Cobb 
unty; John J. Collier, of Dooly county; A. W. 
comb, of Milton county; W. J. Anderson, of 
llouston county; B. B. Hinton, of Marion county, 
id C. J. Welborn, of Union county, to seats in the 
ris - iture of Georgia under the reconstruction acts. 
e board will meet and organize at once, and will 
ave ; power to administer oaths and send for persons 
i papers. They will permit the persons whose 
igibility is in question to appear beforethe m eithe r 
person or by attorney, and will also permit the 
ippearance before them of persons who deny the eli- 
ility of said W. T. Winn, J. J. Collier, A. W. 
lloleomb, W. J. Anderson, B. B. Hinton, and C. J. 
Welborn. 
The board will keep a complete and accurate reec- 
rdof the proceedings, and of all testimony which 
iy be given before them, and will transmit the same 
these headquarters with its report. 
Detail for the board, 
_ brevet Major General T. H. Ruger, United States 
Army. 
_Brevet Brigadier General T. J 
States Army, 
Major Henry Goodfellow, judge advocate United 
States Army. 
By order of Brevet Major General Terry. 
J. H. TAYLOR, 


Assistant Adjutant General. 


- Haines, United 


[General Orders No. 4.) 
IfkapguarterRs Minitary District or Georata, 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, January 15, 1870. 
rhe board of officers convened by General Orders 
0. 3, current series,from these Head quarters, is 

hereby directed, in addition to the duty assigned to 
them by that order, to inquire into the eligibility, 
inder the reconstruction acts, of the following- 
named members-elect of the house of representa- 
he re s,namely: Isham Raddish, of Appling county ; 
Phillips, of Echols county; KE. M. Taliaferro.; 
; Pritt c ounty ; ; J, H. Nunn, of Glascock county; 
R. A. Donaldson, of Gordon county: W. P. Price, 
( Lump ’kin county; ; J. N. Harris, of —— uy county ; 
Ht. Walthall, of Polk county; L. A. Warren, 
Thomas F. Chee of Schley 
;; ©. 0. Humber, of Stewart county; G. N. Har- 
me r, of Sumter; Frank Wilchar, of Taylor county ; 
in b. Sorrells, of Waltoncounty; J. D. Smith, of 
W ire county, 
By order of Brevet Major General Terry: 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant Genera/ 


of Quitm: ~ county ; 


county; C, 


1 


The instructions referred to by General Terry in 
the first order are contained in the answer to his 
dispatch of January 11, as follows: 


Cipher. ]} 

ATLANTA, Groraia, January 11, 1870. 

J {Received January 12.]} 

[. SHerMan, 
Commanding Armies United States: 
_ The Senate of Georgia has been organized. Iam 
informed persons who took the oath in that body are 
disqualified. The house of representatives is par- 
tially sworn. I am informed that nine disqualified 
persons have already taken the oath. It is expected 
that others will do so. One of the senators who took 
the oath stated night before last that he believed 
himself disqualified, but that his people expected 
him to take the oath. An immense pressure has 
been brought to bear on disqualified persons to induce 
or compel them to take the oath. Money has been 
raised to defend them in case of prosecution. 

Am I authorized as military commander under the 
reconstruction acts, and under section one and 
five of the act of December 22, 1869, to investigate 
the questions of eligibility and determine for the time 
being the right of these persons to seats, or must the 
taking of the oath be considered conclusive? It is 
very important that any action which may be taken 
should be taken at once. Please answer. 

ALFRED H. TERRY, 


Brevet Major General Commanding. 


General W. 


| Cipher. } 
IH RADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 
W ASHINGTON, January 12, 1870 
General A. I. Terry, Atlanta, Georgia: 

Your dispatch of this morning was shown the 
President and Secretary of War, and the result is in 
these words: 

‘*Exerecise your own discretion. Ifa flagrant case 
arises when a disqualified person proposes to take 
the oath, investigate the question of eligibility and 
determine for the time peins his right.’ 


T. SHERMAN, 


Respectfully submitted 
7. SHERMAN, General. 


Hon. James G. BLAINE, ” her of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, Washington, D. C. 


General. 


The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
reconsider the vote by which the communica- 
tion was referred to the Committee on Recon- 
struction and ordered to be printed. ‘The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts will learn from this | 
motion opening debate a lesson that we can- 
not be cut off from debate altogether in his 
summary way. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not rise for the purpose 
of making any remarks of any length, or to 
utter anything in condemnation of the General 
of the Army or the President of the United 
States for the course taken in Georgia. 
as I am at present informed by the public 
prints in the State of Georgia, the President 
is himself executing the law. A messenger, | 
hear, is now about to depart from the Depart- 
ment of War for the execution in good faith 
of the reconstruction statutes, and who will 
carry such instructions to General Terry as 
will deprive him, if he should want to exercise 
it, of the power to send military oflicers into 
the Georgia Legislature for the purpose of or 
ganizing it. Such instructions as will also 
most effectually prevent him from allowing an 
outsider—a Mr. Harris, a railroad-master in 
the State of Georgia, appointed by Governor 
Bullock—to go into the Legislature and to do 
what he has done in assuming the prerogative 
and the power to organize the L egislature of 
the State of Georgia. 

So far as the General of the Army has been 
proceeding he has acted, I think, under a mis- 
apprehension of what is the law, which is so 
often the consequence of the unnecessarily 
hasty action by which we pass laws here and 
transmit them at first to oflicers of the Army 
without being properly engrossed or properly 
printed or regularly transmitted to the State 
Department. ‘The General of the Army thinks 
he finds justifies stion in a military commission 
for organizing the Georgia Legislature by re- 
ferring to the first and fifth sections of the law 
of December 22, 1869. I will ask the Clerk to 
read the first and fifth sections of that act, by 
which it will be seen that there is nothing in 
those sections which could justify any inter- 
ference on the part of the military in Georgia |}; 
in organizing the Legislature of that State. i 
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The Clerk read as follows: 


‘An act to promote the reconstruction of the Stato 


of Georgia. 

SEcTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in Con 
gress assembled, That the Governor of the State of 
Georgia be, and hereby is, authorized and directed 
forthwith by proclamation to summon all persor 
elected to the General Assembly of said State, 
appears by the proclamation of George G. Mead 
the general commanding the military district includ 
ing the State of Georgia, dated June 25, 1868, to ap 
pear on some day certain, to be n: Me Lin sai : pro: 
lamation, at Atlanta, in said State; and th po na 
the said General Assembly of said State sh all pi 


3 





ceed to perfect its organization in ¢ onformity with 


the Constitution and laws of the nited St ates 
cording to the provisions of this act, ‘ 
*Sec.5. An d be it further enacted, That ait per 

son shall by foree, violence, or fr: Lud willfully hin 
der or interrupt any person or pereons elec ted as 
aforesaid from taking either of the oaths or aflirma 
tions prescribed by this act, orfrom participating in 
the proceedings of said senate or house of repre 

sentatives, after having taken one of said o: mike or 

firmations and otherwise complied with this act 
be shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and sony I 
tried, convicted, and a d therefor by the cir 
cuit or district court of the United States for the 
district of Georgia in which district said offer 
shall be committed; and shall be punished therefor 
by imprisonment at hard labor for not less than two 
nor more than ten years, in the discretion of the 
court, and the jurisdiction of said courts shall be 
sole and exelusive for the purpose aforesaid.” 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. It will be seen 
by those s« jeotan ns which have been read that th: 
enititary ameneee of Georgia have 
whatsoever under t! us ac t of Congress to inter 
fere with the organization of the Legislaturé 
of Georgia, and that therefore all the power 
which has been assumed by General Terry and 
by three other officers of the United States, 
acting or quasi acting as a committee of el 
tions, has been a lawless assumption of power, 
in violation of the statute laws of Congress a 
well asof the Constitution of the United State 

The mistake of General Sherman in all pro! 
ability has arisen from sending to the State of 
Georgia a bill introduced into the 


i? 


no pow 


Senate 


||} which gave the President and the military 


authorities this power—a bill which was intr 
Morron and supplemented 
amended by Mr. Carpenter. But under the 
act which passed Congress there was no at 
thority whatever, as you see, for the exerci 
of this power. Al ithe power, therefore, which 
General Terry and his subordinates have eX 
cised in the organization of the Legislature 
bawhens, utterly lawless, a reckless violation of 
the law, and an entire violation of the rights 
ss, of the people ofthe United State 
and of the Constitution of the United States 

The Congress of the United States provid led 
for p unishme nt of persons who should commit 
perjury in the third section ofthe same act, whic! 
passed this 33 on the 22d of Shadeiadiivaee 
last: 

**And they [member 


suffer the punishments and penalties 
may be tried, convicted, 


‘ 





© oupres 


hould 
thereof, and 
and punished therefor by 
uit court of the United States in the district 
rgia in which said crime was committed, and 
thejurisdiction of said court shall be sole and exclus 
ive for the purpose aforesaid.”’ 
United States thus ex 
pressly committed to the district circuit courts 
of the United States in Georgia the 
ment and trial of perjury, and gave 
whatever to the military authoritie 

{ must express again my utter surprise, if 
surprise in these latter days can be expressed 
at anything whatsoever, at the introduction to 
which I have alluded by Governor Bullock in 
the Legislature of Georgia of the railroad-mas 
ter in that State, a Mr. Harris, who has no right 
whatsoever to appear in the Legislature ; who 
has no seat in that body; who was not elected 
and therefore had no claim to have any voice in 
the proceedings of the Legislature. And yet 
Governor Bullock, in the lawless exercise o! 
his power, bas taken this railroad- master, thrust 
him into the Legislature as presiding oflicer 
of that body, given him the absolute control 
as to who should be or should not be sworn in 
as members, and to set what time and hour th: 
Legislature shall adjourn. 

No one can deny that this is an act 


perjuring themselves 





Lhe Congress of the 


punish- 
no power 


utterly 
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lawless, and one which, I trust, General Terry 
will soon disapprove of and condemn. 
General Grant has promised us that he will 
enforce the laws of the United States. He has 
committed himself to that time and again. He 
has also promised us that we shall have peace. 
On this subject I have no complaint to make 
of him. The authority given him in many 
matters is boundless, and he should exert that 
power with modesty and prudence. The as- 
sumptions of power by this Congress have been 
sullicient for the gratification of the most law- 


less ambition, and no power should be exercised | 


not given. Whoever goes beyond that law of 
Congress not only oversteps the Constitution, 
but renders himself liable to impeachment by 
this House for violation of that law. 

I trust, therefore, | am not mistaken when 
[ am informed that both General Grant and 
General Sherman are about to send a special 
messenger to General Terry to stop these law- 
less proceedings. I trust this will be done by 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
time to reply for a moment to the attack made 
upon General Terry and the Administration on 
the other side of the House, and I hope the 
motion to lay upon the table will be voted 
down, so as to give me an opportunity to reply. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. All I desire 
is that during or after the hour to which I am 


| entitled an opportunity shall be given for taking 


up the Virginia bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has no 
longer any right toan hour. He has moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 


| Brooks, of New York, and the House refused 


the President of the United States and by the | 


General of the Army of the United States. 
No peace is ever to be established by this vio- 
lation of law. No confidence is ever to be won 
hy thrusting into the legislative body persons 
who have no right to seats there; no affections 
of the people are ever thus to be gained; no 
obedience to authority can be enforced by the 


imposing of military rule in the organization | 


of the Legislature ; and, though power for the 
time being may be able to exercise lawless 
authority, it has no moral, no abiding hold 
upon the people; for what has been done is a 


inisrepresentation of our whole system of repre- | 


sentation and legislative organization. 

My friend from Ohio [Mr. Morcan] desires 
to say a few words on this question, and I yield 
the floor to him. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Speaker, as the waves 
of the ocean rush after each other when the 


clements are at war so one act of usurpation | 


has followed another, until by their successive 
force our institutions are being battered down. 
It is not, sir, remarkable that the General-in- 
Chief of the Army, with his brow crowned with 
the laurels and his sword dripping with the 


llood of a hundred victories, should follow the || 
example set to him by the Congress of the 


\T'nited States in usurping powers not granted 
— ae eee 
to him by law or warranted by the Constitution 

of our country. 


Sir, the President of the United States in || 


his first inaugural announced to the Senate | 


and House of Representatives his purpose to 
ignore the Constitution. He told the lederal 
legislature and the American people that he 
should be governed by what he regarded as the 


to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The question recurred on the motion to 
reconsider. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire, 
Mr. Speaker, that this attack upon General 


Terry and upon General Grant and the Ad- | 


ministration made by the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Brooxs] shall not go the country 
without a statement of facts. 


When the Georgia bill was passed through it | 


was supposed that no man in Georgia would 
come up to the Legislature and take a false 


| oath; butit was found that men who had been 
elected to the Legislature of Georgia and who 
| were disqualified would come and do so, and 

they forced themselves, by perjury, into seats | 





to which they had no title. General Terry, 
who, allow me to say here, was a good lawyer 


before he was a good general, looking to the | 


reconstruction acts and looking to his duty, 
saw that by the reconstruction acts heretofore 
passed the United States military power had 


authority in Georgia to see to it that only eligi- | 


ble members of the Legislature took their seats. 
He did exactly what General Meade did in the 
first organization of the Legislature of Georgia. 
He claimed the power to determine for him- 
self, in his own way, when there was a question, 
who were the true members of the house. 

Mr. MORGAN. Allow me a question ? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I cannot 
yieldnow. General Meade submitted the ques- 
tion of fact to the Legislature itself; he left 
them to report to him who, in their judgment, 
were eligible, and he sanctioned their action. 
General Terry, finding that it-was not safe to 
trust to the committee of an organized Legisla- 
ture the question of faet, asked a board of his 
officers to say who were eligible in fact and who 
werenot. And when he called the men before 
him one of the senators came up and asked to 


|| withdraw his oath, saying that he had sworn 


wish of the people as expressed by Congress, | 


without setting up upon his part any opposing 
policy, thereby declaring that he was prepared 
to see stricken down the Constitution which he 
was sworn to support, without exercising the 
veto power vested in him as the defender of 
the Constitution. 

Che gentleman from New York [ Mr. Brooks] 
has just said, and well said, that there is nothing 
in the acts of Congress to provide for the recon- 
struction of Georgia which justified the Gen- 
eral-in-Chief in instructing the officer in com- 
inand in that State to exercise his discretion as 
to the organization of its Legislature; and I 
join my protest to his against these accumu- 
lated acts of usurpation, not only upon the 
part of the commander of our Army, but upon 
the part of Congress itself and of the Execu- 
tive of the United States. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I have done 
what I desired to do—called the attention of 
the House te this subject; and now, in order 
to enuble the House to proceed to the Virginia 
discussion, I move to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH, 
tion is not debatable. 
opportunity, to move to suspend all prior orders 
for the purpose of taking up the Virginia bill 
for consideration at the present time. 


I suppose that mo- 


'| to say that under our laws President Grant, as | 


I desire, at the very first | 


} 
} 


| 
} 
; 
! 


to a falsehood under party pressure and desired | 
|| to withdraw that false oath. 


And if there was 
no other evidence of the propriety of General 
Terry’s action that one | 
ficient. 

Iam now told that this eourse of General 
Terry is a new one. If it stood upon the last 
act which we passed only, I agree there would 


be no authority for it, and the gentleman from | 


New York would be right. Butit stands upon 
all the reconstruction acts, upon the authority 
which we gave to General Grant when he was 
the General of the Army. But now allow me 





President, has no power 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
gentleman allow me? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
purpose ? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I wish the 
gentleman, who is a good lawyer, to show me 
any such power under any reconstruction act 
of Congress? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I willdo 
so, for I am like the carpenter who was called 
on the witness stand. He was asked how far 
he was standing from two persons who were 
fighting? He answered, ‘‘Just four feet five 
and a half inches.’’ ‘‘ How do you know the 
distance so accurately?’’ He answered, ‘‘I 
thought some fool would ask me the question, 
and | measured it.’’ [Great laughter. | 


Will the 


lor what 


etter would be suf- | 
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‘| to see struck down. 


| to all that all in good time. 


| is a unit. 





January 24, 


And I am ready to give all the acts and 4] 
orders for this authority. The act under wl oe 
General Terry has jurisdiction of the aa 
are, first, theact of July 19, 1867, section eley.... 
to be found in McPherson’s Handbook of P " 
ities, 1868, page 314; General Grant’s repo; 
on civil powers of district commanders. ;, 
same book, page 311; General Grant to Qo. 
eral Pope, No. 18; General Grant to Gener: | 


| Ord, No. 19; General Grant to General Po), 


No. 20. All those give the exact power Go,’ 
eral Terry is exercising. ° 

Now, there came up a report through tho 
Associated Press South, which never report 
in favor of loyalty, but always in favor of rebel. 
lion and copperheadism ; you never cay go 
anything correctly by telegraph from the South 
through that Associated Press, which | hope 


Mr. MORGAN. Will the gentleman quo. 
from the laws to which he refers the authority 
under which General Terry has acted or th» 
General-in-Chief has given his directions t, 
General Terry? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I will come 
As I was saying, 
there came up a report from Georgia, throuy) 
the Associated Press South, that General Terpy 
had organized a military commission to try 
members of the Legislature for perjury. Now, 
that was not true by any means; he had merely 
called a board of his staff officers to find oy: 
who were and who were not eligible as meu- 
bers of the Legislature. 

Now, Lam not misinformed, I speak whereof 
I know, when I state that General Terry re 
ported his action by one of his staff ofiicers 
to the Department at Washington which had 
this matter in charge, and every act of General 
Terry has been and will be sustained, and 
Georgia will be reconstructed in the interests 
of loyalty. Now, is the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. MorGan] answered ? 

But I go further; not only willthat be done, 
but measures will be taken to punish these 
men who in violation of their consciences, of 
their duty to God and to man, have undertaken 
to once more seize upon the power which they 
disgraced when they last had it in the Legisla- 
ture. And I want the loyal people to under- 
stand—and I am a little indifferent whether 
other people understand it or not—that upon 
this question every branch of the Government 
Why I say so is because President 
Grant and the Secretary of War have no power 
as such on this question. When we had An- 
drew Johnson for President we passed a law 
putting all this matter of reconstruction into 
the hands of the General of the Army, and the 
power exists there still, for we have not repealed 
that law. 

But the General of the Army has sent only 
such orders as will sustain General Terry. 
‘Therefore let no man in this House be alarmed 
upon this matter. I want the country to un- 
derstand that the time has come when effect 
is to be given to the declaration of General 
Grant, ‘‘Let us have peace’’—peace which 
we have conquered and which we will pre- 
serve. 

Mr. MORGAN. The honorable gentleman 


| from Massachusetts has not read, as I requested, 


the provision of any law giving authority by 
which the Commander-in-Chief of the Ameri- 
can armies has directed General Terry to send 
officers into the legislative halls of Georgia to 
determine who are or who are not eligible as 
members of that Legislature. I challenge the 
honorable gentleman to do so. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I shall 
not accept that challenge. [Laughter on the 
Democratic side. } 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. You said you would. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. . Softly, 
gentlemen! I shall not accept the challenge 


for this reason: that General Terry never has 
claimed the power, never has exercised it, 
and nobody desires that he should exercise It, 
of sending military officers into the legislative 
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; to determine who are eligible. The dis- 
. ction here is a very wide one. asf 
There are no ‘* legislative halls ’’ of Georgia 
“i the house is organized or the senate is 
ganized. ‘Therefore, General Terry cannot 
nd anybody into the ‘* legislative halls ’’ of 
‘ oorgla. 
He VAN TRUMP. Mr. Speaker 
\[r, BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I cannot 
vield at this moment. The question is, who 
“hall make the legislative halls of Georgia into 
which anybody shall enter? ‘That is the ques- 
“oq which General Terry is to determine. 
Who shall compose the body? He has not 
attempted to take any one out of an existing 
Jy, but he has endeavored to prevent any 
one who does not belong there from taking a 
coat there. What, then, shall be done? 
Mr. MORGAN. I would like to ask the 
‘ontieman one more question. 
Mr, BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
vield at this moment. 
* The question is, what shall be done? Sup- 


nose that men should by violence or fraud 





force themselves into our seats in this House ; | 


Constitution 
in here and 
right here? 


are we to hear it said that the 
will not allow anybody to come 
take out the men who have no 
That is the only question. 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the gentleman be kind 
enough to allow me another question? By 
what authority of law did General Terry make 
4 detail of officers to go into the legislative 
halls of Georgia to organize the Legislature of 
that State? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I can tell 
the gentleman where he can find the authority. 


Mr. MORGAN. 


refers ? 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
pardon. I do not keep school. [Laughter. ] 


This is the point: we have by law put the | 


whole power in reference to that unorganized 
State into the hands of the military. 

Mr. MORGAN. The gentleman says ‘‘ we 
have by law’’ conferred such power. I ask 
him by what law? 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Under the || 


acts of March 17 and July 19, 1867—under 
both acts. 
Mr. MORGAN. Will the honorable gentle- 


man be kind enough to send the law to the | 


Clerk’s desk and have it read? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
not on my desk. I will state the substance of 
the provisions if the gentleman will have a little 
patience. Under the reconstruction acts of 
March 17 and July 19, 1867, we put the whole 
power in that unreconstructed State into the 
handsof the military. We ordered the military 
authorities to call together the Legislature, to 
superintend the making of the registration and 
the holding of the election, to do everything 
necessary for the organization of that govern- 
ment. Under the acts which I have cited, 
which were construed by the several orders I 
have read, General Meade organized the first 
Legislature, assuming the power to declare 
who should and who should not hold seats 
in it. 

Now, by the act of the 22d of December last 

we gave to the district commander the power 
to call together as a Legislature the men who 
were eligible under the law as we framed it. 
He summoned those men; but certain other 
inen—unauthorized, fraudulent, perjured, in- 
‘erloping men—got into seats; and the district 
commander, under the authority given to him 
by the reconstruction acts, said they must come 
out of those seats. Has anybody any objection 
to that? 
Mr. MORGAN. Will the gentleman read 
that extract from the reconstruction laws 
which authorizes General Terry so to do? | 
challenge him to read the act. Let him give 
us the law upon which he bases his claim. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. faving 
already said that | have not 


Will the gentleman be | 
kind enough to read the law to which he | 
|| way by committees raised in each house ; 
I beg || 


I have it | 
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desk, it is easy to challenge me to do that 
which it is physically impossible for me to do 
siunding here; but I have given, and it is all 
that is required in any discussion, the date of 


the passage of the act and the page of the | 


book where the gentleman can find it. Now, 
why does he not send for it and see what it 
says? 

Mr. MORGAN. Iam not on the stand. [| 
did not understand the latter remark which the 
gentleman said, and I should like to have him 
repeat it. 

Mr. VOORHEES. He said that he did not 
have the book, and that you could send for it 
and see what the law was. 

Mr. MORGAN. [have the book here and 


am happy to send it to the gentleman from | 


Massachusetts, and I ask him to read the ex- 


|| tract to which he refers. 


I cannot | 








the act upon my | 


| statement and my own. 
| tween us is exactly this; I will state it to him 


| each house of the Georgia Legislature. © 
| eral Grant telegraphed from Denver, in the | 


Mr. VOORHEES. 
gentleman from Massachusetts has yielded to 
me for the purpose of correcting a misstate- 
ment in regard to what General Meade actually 
did under the reconstruction laws. 


tleman from Massachusetts has stated that 


General Meade determined who should be the | 


members of the Georgia Legislature and who 
should not. General Meade did nothing of 
the kind. 


a committee in each office to inquire into the 
qualifications of their members, and to report. 
That was done. The senate raised a commit- 
tee and the house raised a committee. 


I understand that the 


The gen- | 


He simply suggested to the Legis- | 
lature when it convened that they should raise | 
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These || 


committees made reports as to the eligibility | 


of their members. 
against in the senate and nine reported against 
in the house—but eleven whose eligibility was 
questioned—and it was all done in a proper 
and 
neither General Meade nor any other military 
officer exercised a particle of control over the 
question of eligibility of the members of the 
Georgia Legislature at the very time to which 
the gentleman from Massachusetts alludes. 
The record will be found to sustain my state- 


| ment. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Now there 
will be no difficulty between the gentleman’s 
The difference be- 


and he will see it inamoment: General Meade 
allowed the committees of each House to ascer- 
tain who were eligible and to report, and they 
reported under his sanction. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Allow me for one mo- 
ment. General Meade in communicating what 
he had done to General Grant, then General 
of the armies, stated expressly that he had no 
power over this question ; that the laws con- 
ferred no such power upon him as the com- 
mander of the department ; that under his view 
of the reconstruction laws the power was with 
Gen- 


Territory of Colorado, that he concurred in 
the views set forth by General Meade. 


of debate which we sometimes engage in it is 
as well to keep the facts apparent to the public 
gaze. The gentleman from Massachusetts, with 
all his distinguished ability and ingenuity, can- 
not get away from the fact that General Meade 
said that his construction of the reconstruction 
laws did not allow him to do the thing that 
General Terry is now doing, and that General 
Grant, then General of the armies, now Pres- 
ident of the United States, stated that he con- 
curred in General Meade’s position when it 
was communicated to him. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. There I 
am at variance with myfriend. While I admit 


This | 
| is alla matter of history,and in the flood-tide 


There were two reported | 
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be by proclamation of the Governor called 
together. 

I do not wish further to detain the House on 
this discussion. I only want to call the atten 
tion of the House and the country—and they 
will find whetherI am right after examination— 
to the fact that no other and greater powers 
have been exercised by General Terry than 
were exercised, though in a different manner, 
by Pope and Meade and sanctioned by Gen 
eral Grant in the report to which I have called 
attention; and that the only difference is that 
General ‘Terry will not take the report of the 
committee of an unauthorized Legislature, but 
chooses to take the report of his own officers 
as to who are eligible. And I want to say 
again, so that there may be no mistake—because 
there have been telegrams sent down from 
Washington to put spirit into those who will 
not yield to have peace established—I want it 
to be understood that General Terry so far has 
been, and so long as he continues his present 


| line of action will be sustained by the Depart- 


ment here and by the Congress of the United 
States and by all the true and loyal hearts of 
the country. 

I now move thatthe motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADMISSION OF VIRGINIA. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I now move to sus- 
pend all rules for the purpose of considering 
the bill (H. R. No. 783) to admit the State of 
Virginia to representation in the Congress of 
the United States with the amendments made 
by the Senate to the said bill. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. _I wish to inquire of the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworrn ] 
what he proposes to do if the rules are sus- 
pended; if he proposes to put the bill on its 
passage without debate, or whether he pro- 


| poses to allow a reasonable time for debating 
| the new propositions embodied in the amend- 


—panmaenes 


ments made by the Senate to the House bill. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. The motion I sub- 
mitted to suspend the rules is, I believe, not 
debatable. 
The question was put on the motion to 


| suspend the rules, and there were—ayes 110, 


noes 28. 

Before the result was announced, 

Mr.. ELDRIDGE demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The question was taken; and there were 
twenty-six in the affirmative, not one fifth of 
the last vote. 

Before the result was announced, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE demanded tellers on the 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Exvprince 
and Mr. FarnswortH were appointed. 

The House again divided ; and the tellers 
reported that there were—ayes forty-five, noes 
not counted. 

So the affirmative being more than one fifth 
of the last vote, the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and was decided in 


| the affirmative—yeas 136, nays 47, not voting 


27; as follows: 


YEAS Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Ames, Arm 
strong, Arnell, Asper, Banks, Beaman, Beatty, Ben 
jamin, Bennett. Benton, Bingham, Blair, Boles, 
Bowen, Boyd, George M. Brooks, Luck, Buckle: 
Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, 


|} Cake, Cessna, Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, 


that General Meade did not find himself called | 


upon to exercise any authority to regulate the 
report of the committee, yet he himself organ- 
ized the Legislature. 
familiar with this thing—in the bill reported at 
the last ses 


the men found eligible by General Meade shall 


sion of Congress it is provided that | 


You will find—and I am | 


| 


\| Fisher, 


Coburn, Cook, Conger, Cowles, Cullom, Davis, 
Dawes, Deweese, Dixon, Dockery, Donley, Duval, 
Dyer, Ela, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, Finkelnburg, 
Fitch, Garfield, Gilfillan, Golladay, Ilale. 
Hamilton, Hawkins, Hay, Heaton, Heflin, Ilill, 
Hoar, Hoge, Hooper, Jenckes, Judd, Julian, Ke! 
logg, Kelsey, Ketcham, Knapp, Laflin, Lash, La 

rence, Logan, Loughridge, Lynch, Maynard, Me 
Carthy, McCormick, McCrary, McGrew, Jesse II 
Moore, William Moore, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel 
P. Morrill, Myers, Negley, O’Neiil, Orth, Packard, 
Paine, Peters, Phelps, Poland, Pomeroy, Prosser, 


Rogers, Roots, Sanford, Sargent, Sawyer, Sche 


Scofield, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldor 
John A. Smith, William J. Smith, Worthington C, 
Smith, William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, 
Stevenson, Stoke Stoughton, Strickland, tron 
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Taffe, 
i 
William I. Washburn, Welker, Wheeler, Whitte- 
more, Wilkingon, Willard, Williams, John T. Wil- 
eon, Winans, and Witeher—136, 

NAYS— Messrs. Archer, Axtell, Beck, Bird, 
James Brooks, Burr, Calkin, Cleveland, Cox, Dick- 
inson, Dox, Eldridge, Getz, Griswold, Haldeman, 
liambleton, Hamill, Holman, Johnson, Thomas L. 
Jones, Knott, Marshall, Mayham, McNeely, Mor- 
gan, Mungen, Niblack, Potter, Randall, Reeves, 
Sherrod, Slocum, Joseph 8. Smith, Stiles, Stone, 
Strader, Swann, Sweeney, Trimble, Van Auken, 
Van ‘Trump, Voorhees, Wells, Eugene M. Wilson, 
Winehester, Wood, and Woodward—47. 

NOT VOTING—Mesere. Adams, Bailey, Barnum, 
ices, Benjamin F, Butler, Churchill, Crebs, Dickey, 
ox, Greene, Haight, Hawley, Hays, Hoag, Hotch- 
kive, Ingersoll, Alexander If. Jones, Kelley, Kerr, 
Mereur, Eliakim H. Moore, Morrissey, Packer, Pal- 
mer, Reading, Rice, and Schumaker—27. 


Tanner, Tillman, Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, 


So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were suspended. 

During the eall of the roll, 

Mr. CESSNA. I desire to state that my 
colleague, Mr. Dickey, has paired with Mr. 
Haicur. If present Mr. Dickey would have 
voted **ay.”’ 

Mr. RANDALL. I also desire to state that 
my colleague, Mr. Reapine, has paired with 
Mr. Cuurnenin., and if present would have 
voted sé no.’’ 

‘The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill (HL. R. No. 783) 
to admit the State of Virginia to representation 
in the Congress of the United States; which 
were taken from the Speaker's table, and read 
as follows: 

Add to the bill the following: 

Provided, That before any member of the Legisla- 
ture of said State shall take or resume his seat, or 
any officer of said State shall enter upon the duties 


of his office, he shall take and subscribe and file in 
the office of the secretary of State of Virginia for 


permanent preservation an oath in the form follow- || 


ing: “l,——-——, do solemnly swear that I have 
never taken an oath as a member of Congress, or as 
in officer of the United States, oras a member of any 
State Legislature,or as an executive or judicial officer 
of any State, to support the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, and afterward engaged in insurrection or 
rebellion against the same or given aid or comfort to 


the enemies thereof; so help me God;” orsuch per- | 


son shall in like manner take, subscribe, and file the 
{ollowing oath: “‘T, ——,do solemnly swear that 
tf have, by act of Congress of the United States, been 
relieved from the disabilities imposed upon me by 
the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States; so help me God:’’ which oath shall 
betaken before and certified by any officer lawfully 
authorized to administer oatbs, And any person who 
shall knowingly swear falsely in taking either of 
such oaths shall be deemed guilty of perjury, and 
shall be punished therefor by imprisonment not less 
than one year and pot more than ten years, and 
hall be fined not less than 21,000 and not more 
than $10,000, And in all trials for any violation of 
this act the certificate of the taking of either of 
suid oaths, with proof of the signature of the party 
vccused, shall be taken and held as conclusive evi- 
dence that such oath was regularly and lawfully 
administered by competent authority: And pro- 
vided further, That every such person who shall neg- 
lect for the period of thirty days next after the pass- 
ire of this act to take, subscribe, and file such oath 
as aforesaid shall be deemed and taken to all intents 
and parpsens to have vaeated his office: And pro- 
vided further, That the State of Virginia is admitted 
to representation in Congress as one of the States of 
the Union upon the following fundamental condi- 
tions; that the constitution of Virginia shall never 
be so amended or changed as to deprive any citizen 
or class of citizens of the United States of the right 
to vote who are entitled to vote by the constitution 
herein recognized, except as a punishment for such 
crimes as are now felonies at common law, whereof 
they shall have been duly convicted under laws 
eyually applicable to allthe inhabitants of said State: 
/‘rovided, That any alteration of said constitution 
prospective in its effects may be made in regard to 
the time and place of residence of voters; that it 
ehall never be lawful for the said State to deprive 
any citizen of the United States on account of his 
race, color, or previous condition of servitude of the 
right to hold office under the constitution and laws 
of said State, or upon any such ground to require of 
him any other qualifications for office than such as 
ure required of all other citizens; that the constitu- 
tion of Virginiashall never be so amended orchanged 
as to deprive any citizen or class of citizens of the 
United States of the school rights and privileges 
secured by the constitution of said State. 

Amend the preamble so as to read: 

W hereas the people of Virginia have framed and 
adopted a constitution of State government which is 
republican ; and whereas the Legislature of Virginia, 
elected under said constitution, have ratified the 
fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to the Consti- 
tution of the United States; and whereas the per- 
tormance of these several acts in good faith was a 
condition-precedent. to the representation of the 
State in Congress: Therefore. 





on, Van Horn, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, | 





| good. 


| even for a committee of conference ? 





Mr. FARNSWORTH. I propose to move 
that the House concur in the amendments of 
the Senate to this bill, not because I think that 
the amendments, if presented as an original 
question, ought to be adopted, for I would 
not under such circumstances vote for some 
of them. I think some of them are very 


bunglingly drawn, and will do more harm than | 


But I shall make the motion because | 
think that to throw the question open to a sea 


of discussion again, and keep Virginia out from | 


the representation which she is entitled to in 
Congress, would be a greater evil than to adopt 
the amendments of the Senate and have an end 
of it. I make the motion to concur, and I have 


agreed to yield ten minutes to the gentleman | 


from Ohio, [Mr. Bincuam. ] 

Mr. COX. I would like to ask the gentle- 
ian a question before he yields. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will hear it. 

Mr. COX. 
is this: suppose the House recede from their 


| former position and agree to the amendments 
| of the Senate, will not that pass the bill straight | 


through the House before we have a chance 
What, 
then, becomes of the expression of the opinion 
of the House, two thirds voting in favor of the 


| substitute of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 


sINGHAM 7] 

Mr. FARNSWORTH 
for the House to determine in voting on the 
motion to concur. If the House sees fit to 
non concur in the amendments of the Senate a 
committee of conference may then be ordered. 

Mr. COX. I would like, then, to make a 


; motion to non-concur. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Thatis unnecessary ; 
the motion to concur would be the first put to 


| the House. 


The SPEAKER. No matter in what way 
the motions are made, the question of concur- 
rence will be first voted on. 

Mr. COX, And if the motion to concur shall 
be voted down? 

TheSPEAKER, Then non-concurrence will 
be in order. 

Mr. COX. Then I desire an opportunity to 
make that motion, and to move for a commit- 
tee of conference. We ought to have the senti- 
ment of the House represented. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I now yield ten min- 
utes to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Brye- 
HAM. | 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, it will be 
borne upon the Journal of this House that 


| more than three to one of the members of the 


House of Representatives declared for the ad- 
mission of the State of Virginia to representa- 
tion in Congress without conditions. ‘l'hat vote; 
in my judgment, will commend itself to the 
approval of the country. 1 have no apology to 
make here or anywhere for the position which 
] assumed that day, and I this day reiterate 
that it is not in the power of the Congress of 
the United States by inserting any funda- 
mental conditions in a bill declaring the right 
of a State of this Union to representation in 
Congress to subject such State to any disabili- 
ties or to any restrictions of any kind which 
by the text of the Constitution may not legiti- 
mately by Congress be enforced upon every 
State. In saying this I am but reiterating the 
well-considered and matured opinion of the 
present Attorney General of the United States. 
His words are: 

** When Virginia is restored to its proper relations 
to the country asa State of the Union its officers 
and Legislature will be such as the constitution of 
the State provides, deriving their powers from that 
instrument; and it will clearly not be in the power 
of Congress to impose any requirement of additional 
qualifications upon them different from those which 
under the Constitution of the United States may be 
required in all the States.”’—Attorney General Hoar’s 
opinion th August, 1869. 

That being so, sir, it necessarily results that 
every condition inserted in the bill by the action 
of the Senate in so far as it is not obligatory 
by the Constitution on every State of this 


and may be enforced by law of Congress is void. 


The question I would like to put | 
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I ask the House of Representatives, therefore 
to admit the State of Virginia, acting upor ? 
principle of statesmen and doing not what non 
would do, but what you can do, provided whee 
you can do be just and right and authorized 
by the fandamental law of the land; and tha, 
itis just, right, and constitutional toadmit Vj, 
ginia to representation in Congress I haye a 
doubt. ia 
There are provisions in these conditio, 
inserted by the Senate about which I woyj, 
have no difficulty as they stand but for the fa 
that the law is special, not general. I woy)4 
enforce the third section of the fourteen:), 
article of amendments to the Constitution of 
the United States upon every State of tho 
Union. It isas important that New York ani 
Ohio should be coerced by act of Congress \, 
respect that provision of the Constitution of 
the United States as it is that Virginia shoy|;j 
be bound to respect it, and more important, 
for the reason that Virginia has by her actioy 
set an example fit to be followed by every Stay. 
of this Union, but which not one State in this 
Union has ever had the patriotism or the may. 
nanimity or the sense of justice to adopt. 
Mr. Speaker, there is not west of the Alle. 
ghanies a State in this Union possessed at this 
time of a constitution of government so much 
in conformity with the requirements of the 
Constitution of the United States as it stands 
amended to-day as is this constitution of the 
State of Virginia. It is forthat reason that I have 
desired to see the Congress of the United States 
admit theState gracefully and recognize at once 
the obligation which she has laid upon the peo- 


i the 


t 


| ple of the United States by her almost unani- 


mous action in obedience to the requirements of 
an amended Constitution of the country and in 
obedience to the requirements of the enlight- 
ened spirit of the age. 

Why, sir, Virginia for the first time in our 
history, I believe, certainly for the first time 
since this trouble began in the United States, 
has incorporated in her constitution of govern- 
ment an express provision as a part of the con- 
stitution of the State, to be held inviolate by 
all her people, that there shall be no discrimin- 
ation in either civil or political rights among 
the citizens of the United States within the 
State of Virginia. Virginia by her constitu- 
tion declares that ‘‘ all citizens of the United 
States possess equal civil and political rights 
and public privileges,’’ and that these rights 
shall be held inviolate. 

And further, Virginia has provided that 
which no other State has provided, so far as | 
am advised, that every officer of the State be- 
fore entering upon the discharge of the duties 
of his office shall take a solemn oath that he 
will ‘‘ recognize and accept the civil and polit- 
ical equality of all men before the laws.”’ 

Virginia crowns her noble constitution with 
the declaration : 


‘This State shall ever remain a member of the 
United States of America, and the people thereof a 
part of the American nation, and that the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and the laws of Congress 
passed in pursuance thereof constitute the supreme 
law of the land, to which paramount allegiance and 
obedience are due from every citizen, anything in the 
constitution, ordinances, or laws of any State to the 
contrary notwithstanding.” 

Why, sir, there are men here to-day who are 
opposing the admission of Virginia to repre- 
sentation in the Congress of the United States 
upon the ground that the State is not in pos- 
session of the friends of liberty who themselves 
represent States in which no such provision 
could be carried in their constitution of govern- 
ment. Let such gentlemen first take the beam 
out of their own eye before they undertake to 
take the mote out of their brother’s eye. | 

There is another provision in this constitu- 
tion of Virginia that entitles her to take her 
old place among the States of the Union, and 
that is the provision incorporated into her fund- 
amental law, by & majority of more two hun- 
dred thousand of her people, that the schools 
of the State shall be free and open to all the 
children of the Commonwealth from the age 
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aa f five years toe og af trenip- one ponte, a ginia has done all that the reconstruction acts tleman from New York [Mr. Cox] on that 
t me that none of er ae vablic a ‘hool, XC iy, requred. vee mm : a black Monday ? No; the carpet ] aggers, the 
whos om the beaeits “ me pe ono eo / ne 3 Mr. BI I LER, of Massachusetts. \\ hich scalawags, the negroes from the field, who had 
rin poverty shall not -¥ the ga sg cnowledge side is the gentleman s side? | Laughter. } the majority in that constitutional convention. 
a the children of t 1e poor. By the terms of Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman is very |, They were the men who made that constitution 
LV; he constitution of Virginia it is expressly pro- || wise—wise beyond his years; but I will inform which is so glorious as to compel the eulogies 
led that when the parents or the guardian | him that he cannot read me out of the party || of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Bryenam. } 
por the child by reason of poverty is not able | with which I am associated, nor can he blot || I agree that they showed they were what the 
"a provide text-books they shall be provided out my record. Valgarity is not wit; assump: || old statesmen of Virginia were not—fit to gov 
ca of the common treasury of the people for | tion is not power. ‘There was no occasion for || ern the State of Virginia; and all the Repub- 
; f och children of the poor, and provided in | the gentleman’s inquiry— lican party now asks is that we shall keep the 
ace equal measure as may be _provided for the “A wit’s a feather and a chief's a rod; government in the hands which we all agree 
a children of the rich. Such is equality before An honest man’s the noblest work of God.” are so able to wield it instead of taking it from 
~~ . law in its noblest and highest sense. Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I trustthe || the hands in which it now is and putting the 
th In passing this constitution Virginia has gentleman [ Mr. if ARNSWORTH | who isthe acting || government of Virginia back into the hands 
ca added a new luster to her name, and, asI said | chairman of the Committee on Reconstruction || of the old slave-masters, who made old Vir 
: hefore, has given to the people of the United |, will yield me a portion of his time. ginia what it was—a State of deserted tobacco 
* “ States an example worthy to be followed. Mr. PARNSWORTH. I yield twenty min- || fields, and into the hands of men who got their 
ala Viewing the matter in this light, the question | utes to the gentleman from Massachusetts. subsistence by selling the products of their loins . 
ee simply arises whether Virginia having adopted Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Mr. || and not the products of their fields. rs 
Nien, such a constitution by a majority of over two | Speaker, I want to begin precisely where the || Mr. Speaker, I want to say one word further. 
ro hundred thousand votes, only nine thousand | gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. Bryauam] left off; || I was instructed this morning at a regular meet- 
al votes having been cast against the constitution, | not with a misquotation, however, but simply || ing of the Committee on Reconstruction—but 
es and theentire registered vote having been cast at | by saying that I have never by any means || this bill was informally considered, as it was not 
that election save abouttwenty-five thousand— | threatened to read him out of the Republican || yet laid before the House—as I have said I was 
Alle. the question arises whether we will stand here | party. Nobodycan ever dothat buthimself; and || instructed this morning by the Committee on Re- 
yes and say to Virginia, because of these unim- | whether he has done that in passing a bill || construction to move that this House concur in 
nuch portant conditions annexed to this bill by the || through this House by asnap-judgment, and in || the amendments of the Senate, but not upon 
P th, Senate, she shall remain where she is and shall |) conjunction with his Democratic allies inlarger || the ground which the gentleman from Ohio 
anda not be permitted to exercise her privileges as majority than his political colleagues, the coun- || undertook to show, because they are void ; but 
f the an equal State of the Union. , try will judge. Ue with others is to have an || because they were amendments which with the 
awe If | thought that \V irginia, being admitted ovation in Virginia when he goes there, as I || preamble served a notice on the State and on 
tates under this bill, would be subjected by reason || see by the newspapers he may do, for his course || the world thatif Virginia does not maintain in 
onne of any condition therein contained to any re- | on the admission of Virginia, I should like to |) spirit and in truth those reconstruction acts 
peo- striction whatever that might not in like man- | be present in spirit simply, not in body, that || and that constitution which has been so much 
tani. ner be imposed upon Ohio, New York, and I might look on and see the Virginians feast- |! belauded, after her admission asa State,we hold 
its of Pennsylvania, I would never vote for the bill. || ing the man whom their journals not long since and claim, and with the help of God and the 
1d in But I do not believe any such thing, for the || denounced as ‘‘the murderer of Mrs. Surratt.’’ || loyal people of this country will exercise, the 
ight- simple reason—— || [Laughter.] , It would be a novel sight: the || power to bring her back as we have done in ; 
Mr. COX. Will the gentleman—— hon and—not the lamb, but another animal, || the case of the State of Georgia; that if she 
ane Mr. BINGHAM. What is it? || lying down together. lays unhallowed hands on a single provision 
Blas Mr. COX. Now, that the gentleman has Mr. Speaker, no party ever did succeed in || of the constitution to deprive a single man of 
ates, deserted us, I want to saya word. The gen- || this country, no party ever will succeed in || his rights it shall vest the power immediately 
ern: tleman has spoken of the large majority which || this country, no party ever ought to succeed in || in the Congress of the United States to put 
eon- was given for this bill by the House. Sir, that || this country, if it allows the chairman of one of || Virginia back in the place from which we took 
2 by was the gentleman’s own bill, not this one with || its principal committees on a Monday morning || her. Mr. Speaker, these amendments of the 
ake all these conditions. | when the House is thin, members just return- || Senate contain the substance of our reconstruc- 
1one Mr. BINGHAM. I spoke of that myself; || ing after a recess, to collude and colleague || tion acts. They contain the substance of the 
the hut, sir, the bill in its present form is not so || with the members of the opposite party upon a || thirteenth and fourteenth amendments to the 
in. objectionable as_was the bill originally re- |) great subject which is part of the political plat- || Constitution of the United States. 
ited ported to this House by the Committee on || form of the party—asubjectin which the whole || The amendments were framed in accordance 
ghts Reconstruction. || party is interested—and get in such a House || with the Constitution of the United States. 
ohts Mr. COX. I would like the gentleman to || by an accidental majority a snap-judgment on || These amendments in the Senate are the only 
: show us wherein it is less obnoxious. | his party associates. No party ever did pros- || legislation in furtherance of those amendments 
that Mr. BINGHAM. I will do so. This bill || per in this country and none ever will prosper || tothe Constitution. These amendments of the 
as | contains no provisions to provide officials for | if it agrees to restore to leadership him who || Senate are, in my judgment, constitutional and 
he. Virginia by act of Congress after she shall have | deserts it in the hour of its trial and gives tri- || right, and will be enforced because in accord- 
rn been admitted to representation in Congress. } umphs to its enemies. || ance with the Constitution. I believe that the 
he This bill contains no provisions retroactiveupon || I call attention to another point. We have || power in the Congress of the United State’ to 
alit- oflicers of Virginia chosen and elected by her || been told here that on reconstruction measures || reconstruct a State in the interest of loyalty 
i} 


people. This bill contains no provision declar- || we have not allowed sufficient time for the || presupposes and carries with it the power to 
vith ing that the election of United States Senators || minority to debate them, and they have ap- || preserve that reconstruction ; to reconstruct 
by Virginia was without authority of law. All || pealed to our magnanimity, they have appealed || that State again, and again, so as to keep that 


“ this was in the bill which the House rejected. || to your courtesy, Mr. Speaker, to allow them || reconstruction still in the interest of loyalty. 
of a But, sir, I made the remark before, and I || time for debate; and I cannot help but remem- || Sir, 1 would have been glad in earlier times 
itu- reiterate it now—for I viewed the matter then || ber that when I was absent by accident from '| that there should have been still more restric- 
ane as I view it now, and I stated it then as I state || this House as chairman of the Reconstruction || tions imposed upon this rebellious State. That 
and it now—there can be neither vassal States nor || Committee—when many men had not returned || was my personal opinion; but I found that a 
_ vassal citizens in this Union. Whatever your || after the holiday recess, not expecting any im- | majority of my party desired that Virginia 


conditions may be, Virginia when admitted 


portant votes would be taken—that during our | should come in without further restriction. I 
will under the Constitution be the equal of 


absence and from the defection of those from || found that the Administration was willing that 


a any other State of this Union. Not admitted | whose record we expected better the Oppo- || she should come in without furtherrestrictions, 
“+d she cannot assert her rights or power asa State || sition got an accidental majority. I cannot and I bowed to that party and administrative 
tes . | ; 
ioe at all. For these reasons I declared when the || help remembering that they attempted to bring |} policy. 
ea bill was first before the House I would vote for } a sovereign State into the Union, without a word || Besides, I believed it was sufficient that notice 
‘tag the admission of the State even if the House || of debate, under the pressure of the previous || should be given to Virginia that we still held 
a refused to reject the conditions which I deemed || question. They show you, my fellow-Repub- || jurisdiction over her to keepher toher pledges, 
sl so unnecessary or unjust. I favor her admis- || licans, what they will do when they get the || and giving that notice, I was willing to admit 
“t sion, and I hope the House will concur with } power; and I only ask you now to show them || her without those conditions. A nd if every 
me and end this dispute. When the State || that you will do right when you have the power || body in this House had minded his own bu 
7” shall have been admitted to representation in || but not be deluded by appeals to magnanimity. || ness Virginia would have come in some ti: 
ia Congress let ‘us see after this work is done || Mr. Speaker, I have listened to the speech || ago under much more favorable con litior 
aa whether Virginia will be any more restrained || of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bixeuam] || thanshehasbythishour. ‘he peculiarfriens 
ts 


-. than Massachusetts, or Ohio, or New York, or |) in praise of this constitution. lagree to every || of tee oe so called, have been the cause, 
Pennsylvania under the shelter and protection || word that he said; that it is the best constitu- || my judgment, of forcing conditions upon her, 
of the common Constitution of a common || tion to-dayon the American continent, the very || for which, if she does not like them, she mu 
country. My chief purpose is to satisfy gentle- best; but who madeit? The old statesmen thank those-who have so warmly protessed 
! 


men of my own side of the House that Vif- |! of Virginia, who were so belauded by the gen- || themselves her friends. 
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[ have been asked why I did not seek to set 
aside the election in Virginia for fraud and 
intimidation of her people. The reason is very 
plain. There is no evidence of fraud so wide- 
pread as to change the result of the election, 
and I accept the facts. Then, itis asked, why 
pu the test-oath? I answer, because a 
large portion of the people of Virginia voted 
trike it out of her constitution. What, 

1? Is Virginia now coming in and be a 
loyal Republican State, giving justice to the 
By nomeans. [understand perfectly 
it will not beso. Abundant evidence has estab- 
lished a clear persuasion in my mind that the 
instant the power passes into the hands of the 
present Legislature that instant the rights of 
the loyal men, white and black, are trampled 


on 


” 
negro ¢ 


down. Lcannot help it. You cannot helo it. 
‘This thing isanecessity. We must gothroagh 
tribulation. The loyal men, black and white, 


must pass through tribulation in order to the 
fill attainment of their rights. 

[| believe Governor Walker to be a high- 
minded, honorable man. We received in the 
Committee on Reconstruction the other day 
his pledge that as aloyal and honorable man 
he will stand by and protect the rights of all 
men secured under the measures for the recon- 
truction of Georgia. And I believe he will 
I knew him in the war, and J have no 
doubt he will keep his word. But if he does 
eo he will find himself deceived by those who 
elected him, as they will deceive us. But he 
will carry with him the true Republicans of 
Virginia, and thereby in the struggle and the 
division of parties the State may be saved to 
loyalty and justice. Thisis my only hope of 
the future, and with that hope, and for the 
purpose of relieving the Republican party of 
the imputation that we are opposing recon- 
struction and pacification of the South, I 
shall vote for this bill, as I should have voted 
for one much less stringent—one with the 
proper recitals of power to retain control of 
the subject in Congress. 

let Virginia come in and let the question 
be tried whether she will honestly carry out her 
constitution, and as soon as that question is 
settled in the negative let us resume the power 
which we delegate from the abundance of our 
right this day. And I want every man of true 
loyalty to the Union, oftrue allegiance and fealty 
to the right, who believes in protecting all men, 
white aud black, and giving them equal rights 
everywhere under the law, as he votes for this 


do it. 


billto pledge himself that the moment anything | 


is done covertly or openly to abrogate the safe- 
guards of this constitution in Virginia he will 
then vote, if i¢ were his last legislative act, to 
tuke back that power which we now confer 
upon Virginia and to put her back into that 
state, the result of rebellion, which her old mas- 
ters chose to put her in, and give her that posi- 
tion, keeping her there until she is again by 
the infusion of new blood re-reconstructed, as 
we have had to re-reconstruct Georgia. 

! want to say further, so that there shall be 
no mistake, and so that the gentleman from 
Ohio [| Mr. Bineaam | shall be put exactly before 
the country where he belongs, that this bill is 
in substance almost identical with the bill re- 
ported by the Committee on Reconstruction 
which the Democrats voted against under his 
lead the other day. And the gentleman from | 
New York [Mr. Cox] was quite right. I en- 
tirely agree with him when he said it was not 
fair that the gentleman should desert them 
when itis the same old bill that is again pre- 
sented. What new light the gentleman has 
vot | know not. But he is now going to vote 
‘or this bill containing conditions which he de- 
nounced as unconstitutional, and voted against 
because he still believes unconstitutional. 

Mr. COX. TI suppose I can tell the gentle- 
nan from Massachusetts [Mr. Burier] the 
source whence this new light comes. I do not | 
reproach my friend from Ohio [ Mr. poems | 
for deserting us in any bad sense of the wor 


desertion. ‘lhe gentleman must allow me the 
remark, as this is a matter somewhat personal, 
that I made no such reflection on the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Binenam. } 

When I spoke of desertion [ simply had 


reference to his having advocated the bill which | 


admitted 
without conditions, and then proposing to vote 
for a measure which is substantially the very 


bill against which we fought so gallant a fight ; | 


not under the lead of the gentleman from Ohio, 
but under the lead of Democratic principles, 


_and standing on the idea that we should not 


| minutes out of twenty! 


break down the State of Virginia any more than 
the State of New York. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
yield further. 

Mr. COX. 
more, 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
yield further. I have not the time to give. 

Mr. COX. Give me five minutes. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. What, five 
I will give you the 
five minutes you gave to me that Monday when 
I was not here. [ Laughter. } 

Mr. COX. Lagree to that. Now, if there 
is one thing which the gentleman is celebrated 
for—— 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Iam glad 
to see that the entente cordiale is not to be 
broken between the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Bincuam] and the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Cox.] I thought the expression was a 
little rough and might possibly disturb their 
friendly party relations. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. COX. 
minutes why does he not let me go on without 
interruption ? e 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I gave 
you that five minutes and not five minutes now. 
I desire to say farther, and to say in closing, 
that | am glad the bill is in this position for 
one thing, and that is that we have got the bill 


I cannot 


I cannot 


| and the conditions in such a shape that the 





| 





| of the House will not vote for the bill. 
/ amendments, in my judgment, are very happy || 
| for that reason. 


Republican party will vote for the conditions, 
those who are true Republicans, willingly, and 


those who are not quite willing will also vote || 


for them, while our opponents on the other side 
The 


{ Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH resumed the floor. 

Mr. COX. Now, I will take five minutes if 
the gentleman from Illinois will allow me. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I decline to yield 
to any one. 
Mr. COX. Well, one hundred and forty- | 


nine members of the House are not represented || 


on this occasion. I wish to speak for one hun- 


_ dred and forty-nine members, a majority of this 


House. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I be- 
lieve that | have a right to a finger in this pie my- 
self, and I propose to have something to do with 
it. 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BurLer] 
to the * acting chairman of the Committee on 
Reconstruction ;’’ | understand very well his 
attempt to crack his whip over this way, and I 
have a word or two to say upon that subject. I 
do not allow myself to be instructed in Repub- 
licanism by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
at all. Having beena Republican for twenty-five 
years, when the gentleman from Massachusetts 
was chasing fugitive slaves all over the State of 
Massachusetts, [great laughter and applause; ] 
having attended theChicago convention in 1860, 
doing all I could for the nomination ofa Repub- 
lican President, at a time when the gentleman 
from Massachusetts was in the Charleston con- 
vention voting for Jeff. Davis, [renewed laugh- 
ter;] having voted the Republican ticket in 
1860, when the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts was voting for Breckinridge of Kentucky ; 
having from first to last voted for every meas- 
ure of reconstruction, every measure for the 


I wish only to say one word | 
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|| emancipation of the slave, every measure 
his enfranchisement, every measure for the er 


Virginia without qualification and || 


|| dawned around him, that focal blaze w 





January 24 


for 


forcement of equal rights before the law jn +; 

United States, 1 am not to be taught my d,.. 
as a Republican by the gentleman from Ma«.. 
chusetts at this time. I know that the gentle 
man, with his extraordinary facility for cetti,,, 
from one side to the other, when his al by 
deserted him in 1861 came over, and | \,,,., 
that his conversion was so sudden that it sham...) 
that of St. Paul. [Laughter.] The light wh,» 
illuminated his understanding, oh! it i 


| and darkens the light that gathered around |), 
_ head of St. Paul. 


{Laughter.] I know, t,,, 
that the gentleman is somewhat like Peter whe, 
he deserted his master; his desertion was ,, 
recent that he was obliged to curse and gwea, 
to make the people believe that it was genuine 
[Laughter.] And so the gentleman from Mag. 
sachusetts is obliged to be exceedingly radicg| 
in order to make the people of the United 
States believe that his conversion is genuine, 
[ Laughter. ] 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr, 


|| Burter| had much to say about the history 


If the gentleman gave me five | 


| understand very well the allusion of the | 


of this bill and about the Monday when mem. 


| bers were returning here from the holiday 


| recess. 


Sir, this bill was not passed by the 
House on Monday; it was not reported to the 
House on Monday; it was not introduced oy 
Monday. Even if it had been I suppose the 
gentleman could have been back here on Mon- 
day, if he had wished, like the rest of us. But 


/ no matter about that; this bill was before the 
| House and discussed for the better al of the 


first week of the session after the holiday recess, 
Great latitude of discussion was allowed. | 
venture to say that no measure ever reported 


| by the gentleman from Massachusetts was ever 








-—— 


allowed so large and liberal a latitude of dis 
cussion as was this bill. And amendment, 
from all sides of the House were allowed. Act 
ing under the direction of the Committee on 
Reconstruction, I stated at the outset that 
amendments would be allowed and a very 
large latitude of discussion permitted, aud 
such was the case. 

Now, I understand that when the gentleman 
talks about the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
BrycHamM } he means me as well; and probably 
he would have put in my name only he knew 
[ would have a chance to reply, which the gen- 
tleman from Ohio had not. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Will the 
gentleman allow me a single observation at 
this point? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I can tell 
the gentleman why I did not name him. Hav- 
ing the floor by his courtesy I did not think it 
well to arraign him at that time for his sins. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. FARNSWORTH.  ‘“‘ Arraign him at 
that time for his sins!’? The gentleman had 
the floor by my courtesy, and although he did 
not think it worth while particularly and per- 


_sonally to point me out he knew that I under- 


stood very well and that the House and the 
people would understand very well his allusion 
to the ‘‘acting chairman of the Committee on 
Reconstruction.’’ 

And the gentleman talks as if we had ob- 
structed the admission of Virginia to repre- 
sentation in Congress. He speaks of meddlers 
who by their interference have postponed the 
admission of Virginia and have surrounded her 
with these conditions. He talks as thoug)i, 1! 
he could have had his way, and everybody else 
had kept off their hands, he would have ha! 
Virginia in here clothed and in her right min’, 
and without any conditions at all, his liberali!) 
is so great. 

Now, sir, who in this House does not remem 
ber that upon every occasion when I have at 
tempted to introduce a joint resolution for tle 
redaidiée of Virginia, in accordance with the 
recommendation of the President of the United 
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} On 


from the very first day of this session 


Sito tes, 
“+he time when Congress took the holiday 

sth 1e gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
| has always interposed his objection 


prevente od it? Who does 


} 
1 


not remember | 


ton ti Monday before the recess I tried || 


tup @ joint resolution for the admission 
irginia, when I could move a suspension 
+h . rules for the purpose, and the gentle- 
‘rom Massachusettts stated that that ques- 


THE 


CON 


requires the taking of that oath by all officers 
hereafter. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
it so at all. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
gentleman examine the provision. 


I do not understand 


Let the 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. If the gentleman’s 
construction is correct what becomes of the 
provision that all these officers shall file a copy 


: had been postponed by the Committee on | 


construction for the want of evidence? Now 

\ would inquire of the gentleman what addi- 

nal evidence was needed, and what additional 
yidence bas since been taken ? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I will 
ciate What additional evidence was wanted. 
We had not at that time, either on the files of 
‘he committee or in any report before us, evi- 
ience that the Legislature of Virginia had rati- 

1 the fifteenth article of amendment to the 
(Constitution of the United States, and the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Sen: . [Mr. TRUMBULL} came over and called 

ny attention to the matter, saying that he had 

0 caine of it, and asking if I had any; 
pei we then, both of us, agreed to apply to the 
Department of State on that point. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. That is a most re- 
markable statement, for three days before that 
‘time the President had sent in here a commu- 

ication from the Secretary of State, notifying 
Congress that Virginia had ratified the fifteenth 
i1mendment. That information was before the 
House at that time, and had been referred to 
the committee, and ordered to be printed. The 
records of the House wilj show that that com- 

unieation from the President was received 
iere three or four days before the day I speak of. 

Sir, the Reconstruction Committee had taken 
all the evidence ; everything was before us. It 

as notorious that Virginia had ratified the 


fifteenth amendment; every man in the United | 


States who reads a newspaper knew that fact. 
lt was a mere pretense, a shallow, barren pre- 
that we wanted any evidence that Vir- 
ginia had ratified the fifteenth article of amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States. 
it was the first time that that objection had 

er been made either in the committee or in 
he House. 

No, sir; it was the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts who barred the door, and who has 
arred the door from the first day of the session 
to the present time; and he would bar the door 
'o-day but that he knows the passage of this 

bill 3 is inevitable. When I told the gentleman 

t | was willing to accept his bill—the bill 
which he introduced ; the bill with his proviso 
nstead of mine—he was not satisfied with that, 

t he fell back upon something else. So it 
baa been from the first until now. 

As [said in the outset, I am in favor of 

neurring in the amendments of the Senate 
because | believe it is the best we can do. If 
we amend the bill and send it back 
Senate we throw it out again upon the sea of 
liscussion, and no one can tell when it will get 
back again. If [thought that this House would 


tence 
( se, 


be willing to non-concur in these amendments | 


and ask fora committee of conference, I would 
favor that proceeding 

Mr. COX. Try it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
the House will not do that; and therefore | 
shall vote to concur in the Senate amendments. 

This bill, Mr. Speaker, is not the measure 
which was reported by the Reconstruction 
Committee, and is not like it. In the bill re- 
pees by that committee the provision with 

eference to the oath required that all the officers 

Virginia hereafter elected should take that 

th. The Senate amendment requires only 

it the present officers of Virginia shall ts ike 
That is a very wide difference 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


gentleman allow me one moment? Ido not 


(desire to allow that statement to “a unchal- 
lenged, . 


because, as I understand this bill, it 





to the | 


But I am satisfied | 


Will the | 


of the oath within thirty days afte 


rthe passage 
of this bill? How 


are officers electe: : at a 

| remote future time to file the oath within 
thirty days from the passage of this bill? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusett Only 








| the party accused, 


to do that. 
rstand 
upon the 


those that are now elected are 

FARNSWORTH. Ido not unde 
that that was the construction put 
provision by the Senate. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
it was the construction of the 
moved the amendment. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. At all events it is 
not the construction which I put upon it, and 
I think it is not true true construction. In my 
opinion the requirement with reference to the 
oath relates only to the present officers of Vir- 
ginia and the present Legislatare. 

Besides, sir, this bill contains a provision in 
regard to schools which was not in the original 
bill, and there is not in this as there was in that, 
a provision with regard to the Senators-elect 
from Virginia. Nor is there in this bill any pro- 
vision with regard to continuing in office the 
present officers of Virginia until their success- 
ors shall have been elected and qualified. That, 
by the way, was entirely unnecessary, because 
the State constitution makes all needful pro- 
visions upon that subject. 

Now, sir, as what I have stated with refer- 
ence to the requirement of the oath in the bill 
now before us has been challenged, let me read 
the provision of the bill. It is as follows: 

Provided, That before any member of the Legis- 
lature of said State shall take or resume his seat, or 
any officer of said State shall enter upon the duties 
of his office, he shall take and subscribe and file in 
the office of the seeretary of St: ite of Virginia, for per- 
manent preservation, an oath in the form following. 

ns t : ; 

Then follows the form of the oath: 

Which oath shall be taken before and certified by 
any officer lawfully authorized to administer oaths. 
And any person who shall knowingly swear falsely 
in taking either of such oaths shall be deemed guilty 
of perjury, and shall be punished therefor by im- 
prisonment not less than one year and not more 
than ten years, and shallbe oe 1 not less than $1,000 
and not more than $10,000. And in all trials forany 
violation of this act the certificate of the taking of 
either of said oaths, with proof of the signature of 
shall be taken and held as con- 
clusive evidence that such oath was regularly and 
lawfully administered by competent authority: And 
provided further, That every such person who shall 
neglect for the per ” l of thirty days next after the 
passage - this "net to take, subscribe, and file such 
oath as aforesaid, shall be deemed aad taken, to all 
intents and purposes, to have vacated his office. 


I suppose 


Senator 


It cannot be that this provision can be so 


| construed as to apply to officers hereafter to be 


elected. 

Mr. WARD. Will the gentleman from IIli- 
nois allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Certainly. 

Mr. WARD. I desire to ask my colleague 
on the committee whether the Senate amend- 
ment now before us does not contain the fund- 
amental conditions which were in the bill 
reported by the Committee on Reconstruction 
with reference to the preservation of the right 
of suffrage and the right to participate in the 
school fund ? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
visions are in this bill. 

Mr. WARD. Those two provisions are, 
then, the same as they were in the House bill 
originally? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Yes, sir; \hose pro- 
visions were in the original House bill, and 
they were provisions to which I did not object. 

Mr. WARD. I desire simply to say in this 
connection that, as I understand, this amend- 
ment of the Senate contains substantially the 
fundamental conditions which were in the bill 


Yes, sir; those pro- 
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with the exception of the condition with refer 


ence to the right to sit on juries. Such he ing 
the case, these amendments being substan 
the bill reported by the committee, conta 
what I regarded as the necessary guarant 
for the security of the country and of the | 
people of Virginia, L shall vote to concur in th: 
Senate amendments. 
Mr. MORGAN. I desire to 
man from Illinois a question. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Let me first ask the 
Speaker how much time | have left. 
AKER. The gentleman has seven- 


ry 


the gentle 


} 
“Sik 


The SPE 
teen minutes of his hour left. 
Mr. MORGAN. Will not 


allow minutes to 


the gentleman 


two the other side of the 
House? 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


two minutes. 


I will; 


more than 


Mr. MORGAN. Will you allow me two 
minutes? 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. With pleasure; I 


will allow you five. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Speaker, it is not pre- 
tended by any gentleman on the part of the 
majority that Virginia has not complied with 
every requirement of the reconstruction acts. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. Bur- 

~} does notsocontend. The honorable gen 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworrn]} who 
has just taken his seat admits that she has 
Those requirements were declared by acts ot 
Congress to be conditions-precedent to tl 
admission of Virginia to representation upon 
this floor. Then, Virginia has complied with all 
Congress demanded. Congress demanded that 
Virginia should abolish slavery, and slavery 
was abolished. Congress demanded that Vir 
ginia should repudiate her war debt, and in 
obedience to the demand the dept was repudi- 
ated. Congress demanded that the right of 
suffrage should be conferred by Virginia on the 
and it was done. In comp plianee wit 
the demands of Congress Virginia placed th 
negro in the jury-box; and in Virginia at th 
moment negro juries try the causes of wh 
men. Congress demanded that the negro in 
Virginia should be allowed a phice in the hal! 
of her State Legislature, and at this moment 
negroes are making laws to govern the State 
of Virginia. Congress demanded that Virginia 


ne gro, 


should ratify the thirteenth amendment, and 
Virginia did so. 

A Member. The fourteenth. 

Mr. MORGAN. Thethirteenth, too. Con 


gress demanded that Virginia should ratify the 
fourteenth amendment and Virginia complied. 


As a final condition Congress before the 
country pledged its faith to Virginia that upon 
her ratification of the fifteenth amendment 


she should be entitled to representation upon 
this floor. The fifteenth amendment was ratified, 
and now Congress, in violation of its solemnly 
declared faith, di to Virginia that repre 
which was pledged to her. Gentle 
aid that they were afraid to trust 
the South, and now they unblush 
ingly propose to violate their own. Would it 
better become this Llouse, would it not 
better become Congress, to keep its own faith 
in the present moment instead of expre 
fears that the people of the South will 
keep their faith in the future? 

Sir, it is my intention to vote against this 
bill, because it imposes new conditions which 
are unconstitutional, arbitrary, and unjust. 
And as Carthage became forever infamous by 
her Punie faith so will this Congress be known 
to history as the perfidious if these unwise and 
absurd conditions are enforced against Vir 
ginia. 

Mr. COX. Iask the gentleman from Ili 
nois to yield to me. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
gentleman from New York. 

Mr. COX. I have sought the floor 

time, Mr. Speaker, for the | urpose of express- 
ing what 7 laa ive to be 7 least the reeord of 


it majority of this House 


nies 
sentation 
men have 
the faith of 


not 


ssing 
not 


I will yield to the 


lor some 


' al 
the votes of the eres 
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One hundred and forty-nine members gave 
their voices and their votes for the substitute 
of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bineuam] 
for the free, untrammeled admission of Vir- 
pinia, 


We were aided to that, not merely | 


because we colleagued, as stated by the gentle- | 
man from Ohio, but because we owed it to the | 
isterhood and institutions of Virginia for the | 


future. 

We opposed the bill introduced by the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Farnswortu] be- 
cause with all its qualifications and all its 
findamental conditions it placed in the hands 
of the military a power—for that would have 
Leen the result—a power to strike down not 
merely Virginia, but the State of New York or 
uny other State, at the pleasure of Congress. 

My friend trom Ohio (Mr. Bincuam] says 
he would not voteforthis measureif it inflieted 
any inequality on Virginia which was not in- 
flicted on New York or Ohio. Now I ask the 
Republican members of this House whether 
they dare to fix any such sign of inequality on 


the States of New York or Ohio as they fix | 


by this bill on Virginia; whether they would 
dare to strike down the school system of New 
York, or the jufy-trial system of New York ; 
whether they would dare to interfere with suf- 
irage in New York, except by an amendment 
of the Federal Constitution? You have not 
got the courage to interfere in that way with 
those powerful States. But you take a weak 
State—one from which you know you have 
yourselves drawn the life and blood—you take 
that State and strike it down. And when to 
prevent this the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. 





Bincuam,] probably acting independently and | 
honestly, comes forward with a bill of which | 


we all approve, I do not think he is to be 
taunted for introducing such a measure. | 
certainly did not taunt him. But the gentle- 


ivan from Massachusetts throws out a taunt || 


against the gentleman from Ohio, and spoke 
of the course he took the other day, as if it 
were an illustration of the old maxim, that 
‘*the mice would play when the cat was away.’’ 
| Laughter. | 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
true. [ Laughter. } 

Mr. COX. The gentleman from Massa- 


chusetts I suppose, then, plays the part of the || 


cat [laughter | as the leader of the Republican 
party; and when the gentleman plies the lash 
the one hundred and forty-nine members who 
voted for the passage of the House bill, minus 
the Democrats, cringe before it, and reverse 
their votes. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I yield for a short 
time to my colleague, [Mr. Logan. ] 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. Speaker, I was one of 
those who voted for the admission of Virginia 
without conditions. I did not so vote because I 
was voting with the Republican prety or against 
the Republican party. I did it because I 
‘thought it was right; and I say to the gentle- 
men who have control, or claim to have control 
over the Republican party now, that under 
similar circumstances P should repeat exactly 
what I did then. 

Whether working round in the lobbies of 
the Senate for several days past has been the 
cause of the return of the bill with these con- 
ditions, in order that some gentleman might 
have an opportunity of flagellating in language 
peculiar to himself the balance of the Repub- 
licans in this House 1 do not know; nor do I 
desire to enter into any of the personalities 
which have been engaged in here between gen- 
tlemen. I would say that I have not myself 
been a member of the Republican party so 
long as to have allowed the moss to grow upon 
my back, and hence I have no desire to crit- 
icise the action of anybody else as a Repub- 
liean. Ihave not been one so long but I can 
vote to suit myself. I ask no one to be the 
sponsor for my actions, nor shall I allow any 
one to undertake that office. 

Now, why did I or anybody else vote for the 
admission of Virginia without conditions? I 


Quite | 
|| to get these vexed questions that have been 


| 


| 
| 


} 
did it on the ground that the Republican party 
at the time they passed the reconstruction act 


providing for the reconstruction of Virginia | 
put conditions in the reconstruction bill, and | 


said, ‘‘If Virginia shall comply with these 
reconstruction conditions she shall be admitted 
to representation upon the floor of Congress.’’ 
Virginia did comply with these conditions. 
She carried out her part of the compact in good 
faith ; and then she asked the Congress of the 
United States to comply with the contract it 
had made on its part. On that ground I voted 
'for her admission without conditions, and 

under the same circumstances I would do so 
| again. I see noinconsistency in voting to admit 
Virginia now under this bill and voting the 
| other day to admit her without conditions ; for 
| I quite agree with the argument of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Burier,] for 
whose legal ability I have the highest respect, 


| when he took the ground that these conditions 


| are not to be viewed as anything more than a 


notice to Virgmia that she had better behave | 


| herself. 


more than notice. 
that a condition imposed upon a State that she 
shall not change her constitution where that 
change is not in conflict with the Constitution 
of the United States is a condition that is not 
worth a snap of my fingers. I believed it then; 
I believe it now. Hence, whenever a condi- 
tion is imposed upon a State and a violation 
' of that condition is not in conflict with the 
Constitution of the United States the State has 
not violated the Constitution if it does an act 
that is not in accordance with the condition, 
and the State cannot have penalties imposed 
upon it therefor. 
Sir, I shall vote to concur in the amendments 
of the Senate, not because I agree with the 
Senate in every particular, not because I agree 
that these conditions ought to be imposed, not 
| because I believe that these conditions may not 

some of them be violated and yet Virginia hold 
her status in the Union, but I shall vote for it 
because I am in favor of the admission of the 
State at the earliest practicable moment so as 


| before Congress and before the Union for years 
past out of the way; that this strife may pass 


| away from the Halls of Congress; that all the 


States may again take their positions here in 
the family of States ; that they again may bow 
to the old flag of the Union; that they again 
| may turn their eyes up to the shining stars and 
| there receive the light that the fathers of the 
| country received and that they transmitted to 
the generations to come afterthem. [am for it 
| that the gloom that hangs around this country 
and the dark cloud that has hovered over us 
so long may pass away, and the light of heaven 
serenely shine once more upon the Republic 
of America. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I now yield three 
Fool to the gentleman from Nevada, [Mr. 
| Frren. 

Mr. 'ITCH. Mr. Speaker, I believe it would 
have been wiser partisan policy and better per- 
formance of implied compacts to have admit- 
ted Virginia without conditions; yet I shall 
vote for this bill because it does admit Vir- 
| ginia, and | regard it as better for the country 
to admit her so rather than longer exclude her. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I now yield three 
minutes to the gentleman from Connecticut, 
[Mr. Ket.oae. ] 

Mr. KELLOGG. I have only one word to 
say upon this bill, and that isthat I should much 
| prefer to cast my vote as I did’ before, and as 
'more than half the Representatives of New 
| England cast their votes before, for admitting 
| Virginia without conditions. I think that is 
| the way we ought to admit her now, notwith- 
standing the gentleman from Massachusetts 
|[Mr. Burier] has charged one half of his 

fellow-members from New England with doing 
what they ought not to have done—men who 





| Ido not believe these conditions are anything | 
I said here a few days ago || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 














January 24. 





— . an dune ne 


were Republicans long before heey 
of belonging to any such party. 
Although I voted before to admit Virgip: 
without any conditions, yet I believe _ 
country calls upon us with one voice all ov 
the land to admit Virginia as speedily as » = 
sible and settle this question; and therefore 


er dreamed 


the 


| bungling and awkward as these Conditions 


are, put together as they are, with a lonoo. 
tail than I ever saw in my life to so small , 
head, with three pages of provisos tacked on 
one after another to just a line and a half os 
clean, original bill, which ought for the cred); 
of this Congress and the country to have passe 
exactly as at first presented, I say I will yor, 
for the three pages of conditions, all for th. 
sake of settling this question. 
_ Mr. FARNSWORTH. I believe my hoy; 
is about up, and I shall have to call the pro. 
vious question. 

Mr. SHANKS. Is it in order to move tha: 
all the penitents be permitted to come up and 
confess at once ? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move the previous 
question. © 

Mr. WOOD. I move to lay the motion to 
concur upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. That will carry to the 
table the bill and amendments. 

Mr. WOOD. I would like to separate the 
amendments from the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can ae. 
complish his purpose only by voting not to 
concur, 

The previous question was then seconded 
and the main question ordered, which was 
upon concurring in the amendments of the 
Senate. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Upon that question | 
call for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it » 
decided in the aflirmative—yeas 136, nays ' 
not voting 16; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Allison, Ambler, 
strong, Arnell, Asper, Bailey, Banks, Beamer, 
Beatty, Benjamin, Bennett, Benton, Bingham, bai), 
Boles, Bowen, Boyd, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buck 
ley, Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin I. but- 
ler, Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Cessna, Clark 
Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Conger, 
Cowles, Cullom, Davis, Dawes, Dixon, Donley, Du 
val, Dyer, Bla, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, Fink 
elnburg, Fisher, Fitch, Garfield, Gilfillan, Hale, 
Hamilton, Hawley, Hay, Heaton, Heflin, Hill, Hoar, 
Hoge, Hooper, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Judd, Jutian, 
Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Ketcham, Knapp, Latlin, 
Lash, Lawrence, Logan, Loughridge, Lynch, May- 
nard, McCarthy, McCrary, McGrew, Kliakim 1! 
Moore, Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, Daniel J. 
Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, Negley, 0’ Neill, 
Orth, Packard, Paine, Palmer, Peters, Phelps, Po- 
Jand, Pomeroy, Prosser, Roots, Sanford, Sargent, 
Sawyer, Schenck, Scofield, Shanks, Lionel A, Shel- 
don, Porter Sheldon, John A. Smith, William J. 
Smith, Worthington C. Smith, William Smyth 
Starkweather, Stevens, Steyenson, Stokes, Stough- 
ton, Strickland, Strong, Taffe, Tanner, Tillman, 
Townsend, Twichell, ‘'yner, Upson, Van llorn, 
Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, William B. Wash- 
burn, Welker, Wheeler, Whittemore, Wilkinson, 
Willard, Williams, John T. Wilson, and Winans—1%. 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Archer, Axtell, Beek, 
Bird, James Brooks, Burr, Calkin, Cleveland, Cox, 
Crebs, Deweese, Dickinson, Dox, Eldridge, Cet’, 
Golladay, Greene, Griswold, Haldeman, Hamble- 
ton, Hamill, Hawkins, Holman, Johnson, Thoma: 
L. Jones, Kerr, Knott, Marshall, Mayham, MeCo: 
mick, McNeely, Morgan, Mungen, Niblack, Potter, 
Randall, Reeves, Rice, Rogers, Schumaker, Sherro|, 
Slocum, Joseph S. Smith, Stiles, Stone, Strader. 
Swann, Sweeney, Trimble, Van Auken, Van Trump, 
Voorhees, Wells, Eugene M. Wilson, Winchestc’. 
Wood, and Woodward—ss. : ” 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Barnum, Biggs, Chureliil|, 
Dickey, Dockery, Fox, Haight, Hays, Hoag, Hoteb 
kiss, Alexander H. Jones, Mercur, Morrissey, Packe, 
Reading, and Witcher—16. 


So the amendments of the Senate were con: 
curred in. 


Mr. CESSNA. I repeat the announcement! 
that my colleague, Mr. Dickey, is paired wil! 
Mr. Hataut, of New Jersey. If Mr. Dickey 
were here he would vote to concur in these 
amendments. 

Mr. RANDALL. My colleague, Mr. Reav- 
ING, is paired with Mr. Cuvremiti, of New 
York, and if here would vote against concur 
ring in these amendments. 
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reamed \r. FARNSWORTH moved to reconsider 
by which the amendments of the Sen- 

irgin “. were concurred in; and also moved that 

Ve tha n to reconsider be laid on the table. 

lh eee latter motion was agreed to. 

8 pos ifs. ROLES asked and obtained leave to 

retor ve priuted in the Globe some remarks on 

on : Virginia bill. [See Appendix. ] 

Onvge, 


QUARANTINE 
McCARTHY. 


LAWS OF NEW YORK. 
[ 


smal] a ° 
ask unanimous 


ked on Mr. , } con- 
half o¢ to submit the following preamble and 
» credit resolution for consideration at this time: 
Passed Whereas it is alleged that unnecessary burdens 
ll vot ' ions are imposed upon commerce by the 
‘athe Ae vey laws of the State of New York in the dis- 
for th, : f cargoes and the care of the sick under 
e in the port of New York; and whereas 
» how : { d that under the authority of said 
ae men arriving in said port sick with conta- 
he pre oriniec susdisease sare required to be provided 
the expense of the vessel in which they arrive 
ve that »their period of ae irantine, although “* hos- 
ua neys’’ are collected and received from such 
Up and ? _ both under ake kanes GE Uoumeaen and of said 
C jor thedeclared purpose of providing for their 
revions nd support while they are sick, thereby prac- 
: y imposing a double tax upon commerce for 
s in purpose: the sreiore, 
tion t iesolved, That the ‘ommittee on Commerce be, 
ire hereby, directed to inquire and rep ort 
' rislation, if’ any, is necessary on the part of 
to the Congress in reference to the subjects referred to in 
egoing preamble, and that ifin their judgment 
ite the t nterests of commerce require it they prepare 
. ' 1 report a bill placing the administration of quar- 
ie ‘in the port of New York under the control of 
an a ficers appointed by authority of Congress, and 
not t¢ ing more suitable provision for the care of sea- 
urriving in said art sick with contagious or 
infectious diseases, 
ond Mr. COX. I object. 
. pe Mr. McCARTHY. Imove that the rules be 
OL th 


suspended and the preamble and resolution 
pte d. 

question was taken ; and two thirds not 
voting inthe affirmative, the rules were not sus- 
pe nded. 


sti yn | ‘| 


< M GARRAIIAN CLAIM. 
Ir. BINGHAM. I ask unanimous censent 
* t bmit the following resolution for consid- 
tion at this time: 
"i Lesolved, That the Committee on_ the Judiciary, 
i I { m was referred the memorial of William 
Clar MeGarrahan relative to his claim to the tract of 
ee landin California known as the ** Rancho Panoche | 
v ") Grande,’’ be authorized to take testimony, to send for 
*h persons and papers, to employ a stenographer, and 
, Hal, also to have power to appoint asub-committee, with 
-—, authe onity to administer the necessary oaths, and to 
Tali luring the sessions of the House if deemed neces- 
Juli: 7: 
- May This resolution is nece ssary in order to ena- 
= I the committee to continue its inv estigation. 
rN n 3 agreed to by both contending parties, and 
ps, P I think there can be no objection to it. 
r Mw 
arg Mr. RANDALL. I object to the resolu- 
| ; 
= lion, 
1am d,. y mr 
ate Mr. BINGHAM. ThenI move that the rules 
1 . . . 
tou be suspended for the purpose of adopting the 
a resolution. 
Wa (he question was taken ; and upona division | 
<ins there were— ayes 58, noes 52. 
13 , So (two thirds not voting in the affirmative) 
1, Cox. the rules were not suspended. 


Bom REPUDIATION. 


hom Mr. WH ITTEMORE. I move that the 
Pott House now adjourn, 
sare Mr. MUNGEN,. Will the gentleman with- | 
trace draw that motion to enable me to make a par- | 
a ~— ‘ntary inquiry of the Chair? 
. WHITTEMORE. Certainly. 

en s Mn MUNGEN. I would inquire of the Chair 
hnake it it woul i be in order for me to move a sus- 

pension of the rules so as to enable me to pre- 
ah sent in the open House a petition very numer- 


ly signed by responsible Republicans of the 
ty y of Worcester, in the State of Massachu- 


sett 


‘s, asking for the repudiation of the national 
1 wi war debt ? 


ICK! i ; The § N SPEAKER. 
these in order. 


Mr. MUNGEN. 


ement 


Such a motion would be 


Then I submit that mo- 


READ: tion. 
New The 
‘ 1€ question was taken ; and( two thirds not 
yncur- votin tl 
gin the affirmative) the rules were not 
Suspended 


4lst Cona. 
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L. AND H, C. THOMAS. 

Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin, asked and ob- 
tained leave to Sandee from the files of the 
House the memorial and papers of Lorenzo 
Thomas, jr., and Henry C. Thomas, asking 
compensation for property used by the military 
authorities of the Unite 
1862 and 1863. 


HALLS OF SENATE AND HOUSE, 

The SPEAKER announced the appointment 
of Mr. Jexckes, Mr. Sanrorp, and Mr. Swann 
as the members on the part of House of the 
joint special Committee upon the Heating, 
Lighting, and Ventilation of the Senate Cham- 
ber and House of Representatives. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. I move that the 
House now take a recess till half past seven 
o'clock, and that the session of to-night be for 
debate only as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. 
adjourn. 

The motion of Mr. Ampier 
there being—ayes 56, noes 40. 

So the House (at four o’clock and fifty min- 
utes p. m.) adjourned. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. ADAMS: A petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Laurel county, Kentucky, forthe aboli 
tion of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. ARCHER: The petit 
KE. Wilson, asking for pension. 
sy Mr. ASPER: The petition of James S. 
Brasfield and 38 others, citizens of Pleasant 
Home and vicinity, Putnam county, Missouri, 
asking the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of O. G. McDonald and 
41 others, citizens of Stewartsville, 
county, Missouri, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Daniel C. Bruce and 42 
others, citizens of Lindley and vicinity, Grundy 
county, Missouri, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. BECK: A petition of a number of 
citizens of Shelby City, Boyle county, Ken 
tucky, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, a petition of a number of citizens of 
Lincoln county, Kentucky, for the abolition 


was agreed to ; 


ion of John 


| of the franking privilege. 


Also, the petition of Elliott M. Braxton, of 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, praying for relief 
from political disabilities. 

Also, a petition and accompanying exhibits 
of the Kentucky Agricultural and Mechanical 
Association at Lexington, Kentucky, for pay- 
ment for use and occupation of their fair 
grounds by the United States as a military 
encampment from September 15, 1861, till 
January 1, 1866. 

By Mr. BENNETT: Petitions from several 
towns in Erie’ county, New York, to abolish 
the franking privilege. 

Also, a remonstrance of George W. Lefft, 
Sons & Co., against the granting of the petition 
of George H. “Corliss for the extension of his 
letters-patent of March 10, 1849, for improve- 
ments in the steam-engine. 

By Mr. BIRD: A petition from the citizens 
of Flemington, New Jersey, 


of the franking privilege. 
Also, a petition from the citizens of Stew- 


artsville, New Jersey, for the abolition of the | 


franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from the citizens of Towns- 
burg, New Jersey, for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 2 

By Mr. BLAIR: The petition of Thomas J. 
Simpson, postmaster at Parma, Michigan, and 
other citizens, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, of Edward R. Smith, of Homer, Michi- 
gan, and 199 others, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. BOYD: A petition of citizens of Lit- 
tle York, Green county, Missouri, petitioning 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 


d States in the years 


AMBLER. I move that the House now 


for the abolition | 
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Also, a petiti 
Webster county, 
lition of the frank 

By Mr. 
Gece reve N. S 
Holmes’s Hole, Massachusetts, praying for tl 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of r othre p ei wes and 
19 others, citizens of East Dennis, Massachu 
setts, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, the memorial of Samuel L. Linnell and 
41 others, citizens of East Orleans, Massachu 
setts, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. ; 

Also, the memorial of B. H. A. Collins and 
18 others, citizens of North Eastham, Massa 
chusetts, praying for the abolition of the frank 
ing privilege. 

‘Also, the memorial of Samuel Paine and ‘4 
others, citizens of North Truro, Massachusetts, 


mn of citizens of Sand Sprines 
t 

Miss sOuri, praying for the al 

in i pri ivilege, 


RU F FINTON: The memor'i 


Peakes and 40 others, citize 


praying for the abolition of the franking privi 
leg ve. 

“Also, the memori: al of Richard G. Davis and 
44 others, citizens of Long Plain, Massachu 


setts, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, the memorial of F. ¢ Nye and 31 
others, citizens of North Falmouth, Mas 
chusetts, praying for the repeal of the frank 
ing privilege. 

Also, the memorial of George F. Baxter an 
$1 others, citizéns of North Truro, Massachu 
setts, praying for the repeal of the franking 





privilege. 
By Mr. BURCHARD: A petition of the 
citizens of Davis, Llinois, for the abolition ot 


the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Galena, Ili 
nois, for the abolition of the franking privil 

Also, a petition of citizens of Polo, Illinois, 
for the abolition of the franking priviles 

Also, a petition of citizens of Shannon, [li 
nois, for the abolition of the franking 

By Mr. BURDETT: A oe of citizen 
of Iona City, Missouri, for the 
franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Germantown 
Henry county, Missouri, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Bates count: 
Missouri, for the abolition of the frankin 
privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Ramsey, John 
son county, Missouri, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Cornelia, Mis 
souri, for the abolition of the franking privi 
lege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Pleasant Gap, 
Missouri, for the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts: A 
petition of citizens of West Amesbury, Mas 
sachusetts, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. “4 

Also, the petition of Peggy F. Gibbs, widow 
of the late Brevet Major General Alfred Gibbs, 
for an increase of pension. 

sy Mr. CAKE:.A petition of citizens of 


poe 
a 
privil 


abolition of th: 


“ 


Carbon county, Pennsylvania, numerously 
| signed, against the reduction of the duty on 


pig and scrap iron, wherein it is set forth that 
the decline in the price of gold has operated 
sufficiently against the ability of the American 
furnaces to maintain the present fair rate of 
wages without adding further difficulties by 
reducing the duty; that to reduce the duty a 
single dollar would let a flood of pig and scrap 
iron into the country that would tend to e 
the American furnaces and cut off the means 
of support of five hundred working men and 
their families at Parryville alone. 

Also, a petition against the franking 
lege from citizens of Orwigsburg, Schuylkill 
eounty, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. CALKIN: 
merchants, 
York city, against allowing foreign-bi uilt ships 


ym 3.00 


A pe tition fre 
N 


mechanics, and artisans of 


ew 








722 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


American registers, and in favor of the reduc- 
tion of taxes on ship-building and commerce. 


ninety-ninth New York volunteers, for a pen- 
B10Nn, 


By Mr. CESSNA: A petition from citizens | 


of the sixteenth district of Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing Congress to abolish the franking privilege. 

By Mr. CLARKE: The petition of G. W 
Scott and others, of Gardner, Kansas, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. COWLES: A petition of citizens of 
Cayuga county, New York, to abolish the frank- 
ing privilege. 


Also, a petition of citizens of Port Byron, || 


New York, for the same purpose. 


Also, a petition of citizens of Wolworth, New | 


York, for the same purpose. 

Also a petition of citizens of Wayne county, 
New York, for the improvement of Pultney- 
ville harbor, New York, 


Also, # petition of citizens of Auburn, New || 


York, for a pension for soldiers of the war of 
1812. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Union Springs, 
New York, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Arcadia, New 
York, for the same purpose. 


purpose, 
By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: The petition 
of A. M. Slaughter & Co., Mitchell Station, 


Culpeper county, Virginia, for supplies fur- 
nished thé Army. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Wisconsin 
against any reduction of the rate of duty on 
imported lead. 

Also, a petition of citizens of British Hollow, 
Grant county, Wisconsin, for the abolition of 
the tranking privilege. 


By Mr. COX: The petition of George W. | 


Rose and 14 others, citizens of Massachusetts, 
io remand that State to a provincial condi- 
tion, &e. 

By Mr. CREBS: The petition of J. L. Wy- 
more and 23 others, citizeus of Shimspent, 
Iilinois, praying the abolitiou of the franking 


privilege, 


By Mr. DAVIS: The petition of Isaac || 


Bronson and several hundred ovbers, citizens of 
Veafield, New York, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 


Also, the petition of Paul Knowles and 17 || 


others, citizens of Riga, New York, for thesame 
purpose, 


e.° ~ ee . + | 
Also, a petition of 46 citizens of Erie, New 


York, praying for the abolition of duties on 
coal, 

Also, the petition of A. G. Stevens and 470 
others, citizens of Buffalo, New York, for the 
same purpose, 

By Mr. DICKINSON: The petition of Mrs. 
Lucretia Gregg, mother of Clark S. Gregg, 
deceased, late a first lieutenant of company 
G, sixty fitth Ohio volunteers, for arrears of 
pension, 

By Mr. DONLEY: A petition of citizens of 
Beaver county, Pennsylvania, asking for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Frankfort 
Springs, Beaver county, Pennsylvania, praying 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Georgetown, 
Beaver county, Pennsylvania, for the same 
purpose, 

Also, the petition of D. Miller and others, 
citizens of Pennsylvania and West Virginia, for 
the same purpose. 

By Mr. FARNSWORTH: Sundry petitions 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. FERRY: The petition of Robert 
Howlett, H. Griffin, C. L. Storrs, and 70 others, 


|| bridge, Massachusetts, for the abolition of the 


j 


|| of the citizens of Mantua, Portage county, | 
Also, the petition of Mary Stafford, widow | i 
of James Stafford, late private company C, |! 


Ohio, to abolish the franking privilege. 


| Ashtabula county, Ohio, to abolish the frank- 
ing Ew. 
Also, a petition of the citizens of Poland, 
| Mahoning county, Ohio, to abolish the frank- 
ing privilege. 
Also, the petition of Harvey M. Reynolds, 
|| of Ohio, for pay for stone furnished at pier at 
Conneaut, Ohio. 


|| _By Mr. GETZ: Petition for the relief of | 


| Hannah Osenwalt, widow of Benneville Osen- 
walt, late a private of Battery H, second regi- 
ment, Pennsylvania heavy artillery. 

Also, a petition of 83 citizens of Womels- 


the abolition of the franking privilege. 
| Also, a petition of 75 citizens of Rehrers- 


burg, Berks county, Pennsylvania, for the same | 


| 

| purpose. 

|| Also, a petition of 21 citizens of Fleetwood, 
|| Berks county, Pennsylvania, for the same pur- 
|, pose. 

By Mr. GOLLADAY: A petition of the citi- 
'zens of Cumberland county, Kentucky, pray- 
_ ing the abolition of the franking privilege. 
| By Mr. GRISWOLD: The petition of J 
| 


| Mansfield, John A. Davis, and others, of New | 
Also, a petition of 247 citizens of Farmer || 
village, Seneca county, New York, for the same | 


Baltimore, Greene county, New York, to abol- 
ish the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Henry S. Miller and 
| others, of Medway, Greene county, New York, 
| to abolish the franking privilege. 

\| 


4 to abolish the franking privilege. 


} Also, the petition of Harry Bagley, Charles 


N. Griffin, and others, of East Durham, Greene | 


| county, New York, to abolish the franking 
| privilege. 
|| By Mr. HAMBLETON: The petition of 

William A. Meredith, William E. eae and 
58 others, citizens of Caroline county, Mary- 
| land, praying for the abolition of the franking 
| privilege. 
| Also, the petition of William J. Webster, 
John L. Thomas, and 42 others, citizens of 
| Deal’s Island, Somerset county, Maryland, 
|| praying the abolition of the franking privilege. 
By Mr. HOAR: The petition of John Griffin, 
| of Milford, Massachusetts, for special relief. 
| Also, the petition of S. C. Paine and others, 
|| of Oxford, Massachusetts, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of William B. Fuller aud 
|| others, of Northbridge, Massachusetts, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 
| By Mr. HALE: A petition of merchants 
and ship-owners of Belfast, Maine, against 
allowing foreign-built ships American regis- 
ters, and in favor of a reduction of taxation on 
ship- building interests. 

Also, the petition of Emily W. Ogden, for a 
pension from the date of her husband’s decease. 

By Mr. HAMILL: The petition of Edmond 
| A. Gantel and 50 others, citizens of Manches- 
|| ter, Maryland, praying for the abolition of the 
| franking privilege. 
| Also, the petition of Ephraim Cover and 35 
| others, citizens of Carroll county, Maryland, 
praying for the abolition of the franking privi- 

ege. 
| ae the petition of William A. McKillop 
| and 130 others, citizens of Westminster, Mary- 
| land, praying for the abolition of the franking 
|| privilege. 
| By Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts: The 
| petitions of B. F. Delano & Co. and others, and 








| of William Curtis and others, engaged in ship- | 
| building, for reduction of taxes on ship-build- | 
'| ing materials. 


Also, a petition of citizens of East Cam- 


citizens of Grand Haven, Michigan, praying || franking privilege. 


for the abolition of the franking privilege. 
By Mr. FINKELNBURG:; Five Eeene 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 


Also, the memorial of R. B. Forbes and 
others, citizens of Boston, against conferring 
' high rank on the staff officers of the Navy. 


| By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: A petition | 


Also, a petition of the citizens of Eagleville, | 


dorf, Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying for | 


| Also, the petition of George Halleck and || 
|| others, of Milton, Ulster county, New York, | 
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By Mr. HOOPER, of Utah: 
| 1,286 citizens of Utah, praying 
|| into the Union as a State. > 
Also, eight petitions of citizens of Utal 
praying for the abolition of the franking psi 
llege. —— 
By Mr. JOHNSON: A petition of Citiz 
of Lake county, California, praying fo, +." 
abolition of the franking privilege, ~ sa 
By Mr. JONES, of Kentucky: A petiti 
of citizens of Campbell county, Kentucky... 
abolish the franking privilege. ine 
| By Mr. JUDD: The petition of ¢ 
Voguill, asking relief. 
Also, the petition of Messrs. Foster & § 
asking relief. 
|| By Mr. JULIAN: A petition of the heirs 
of Henry H. Cuppy, fora pension. = 
Also, the petition of Francis T. Willis, relat. 
| ing to the Selma, Rome, and Dalton Railroad 
Company. ; 

Also, the petition of N. S. Williams ang 

43 others, citizens of Wayne county, Indiana 
praying Congress to abolish the franking priv. 

| lege. 

___Also, the petition of Lewis S. Ricketts ang 

| 45 others, citizens of Shelby county, Indiana, 

praying Congress to abolish the franking priy. 

| ilege. 

Also, the petition of W. W. Thrasher and 
|| 47 others, citizens of Fayette county, Indiana, 
| praying Congress to abolish the franking priy. 

ilege. 

Also, the petition of P. O. Arnold and 43 
| others, citizens of Shelby county, Indiana, pray: 
ing Congress to abolish the franking privilege, 

By Mr. KELLEY: A petition of 230 citizens 
| of Philadelphia, praying for a law placing on 
|| the pension roll veterans of the war of 1812. 
By Mr. KELSEY: A petition of citizens 
| of Bristol, New York; Seneca, New York; 

Naples, New York; Livonia Station, New 
York, and Honeoye, New York, for the abo- 
'| lition of the franking privilege. 
| By Mr. KERR: The memorial of J. W, 
|| Haymaker, postmaster, C. C. Breeden, F’. M, 
|| Carr, and 30 others, citizens of Clark county, 
| Indiana, praying for the repeal of the franking 
| privilege. 
| _ Also, the memorial of John Sloan, William 
| H. Bright, Edmund W. Jack, and 85 others, 
|| citizens of Washington county, Indiana, asking 
| for the abolition of the franking privilege. 
| By Mr. KETCHAM: The memorial of Rev, 
| H. Bronson, of Rhinebeck, New York, a sol: 
| dier in the war of 1812, praying for a pension 
'| for himself and comrades. 
Also, three petitions from 38 citizens of South 

Dover, 85 citizens of Rhinebeck, and 32 cili- 
|| zens of Verbank, New York, praying for the 
| abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. KNAPP: A petition of citizens of 
| Barbourville, Delaware county, New York, for 
| the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Rock Rift, Del: 
| aware county, New York, for the same. 
| By Mr. LAFLIN: The petition of A. J. 

Clark, paymaster United States Navy, for 
| 


A petition of 


for admigs; " 


reOrge 


mith, 





| 
| 
| 














| 
| 


relief. 
By Mr. LOGAN: A petition for the aboli- 

tion of the franking privilege. ; 

| Also, a petition of petit jurors in United 

| States circuit and district courts, for increase 


of pay. : 
ioe. the petition of J. W. Hays, for pension. 
|| Also, the petition of Thomas P. Orurie, for 
| pension. 
| Also, the petition of Joseph Fielder, for 
| pension. 
| Also, the petition of Mrs. H. S. Meader, for 
increase of pension. 
| ByMr. LOUGHRIDGE: A petition of 1,000 
|| citizens of Iowa, for the abolition of the frank- 
|| ing privilege. 
| _ By Mr. LYNCH: The petition of John A. 
} Wheeler and others, citizens of Maine, asking 


Also, the petition of Edwin B, Smith and 


| the abolition of the franking privilege. 
} 
others, for the same purpose. 
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\Jso, the petition of Thomas Hancock and 
a for the same — a . : 
“By Mr. MAYHAM: The petition of J. W. 
Chesebro and 60 others, citizens of Albany, 
New York, asking for the erection of a Gov- 
ernment building in that city. 

“By Mr. McCRARY: A petition of numer- 

ys citizens of Keokuk, Iowa, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

" Also, @ petition of citizens of Vernon, Iowa, 
raying forthe same purpose. = 

Also, a petition of citizens of Washington, 
Jowa, praying for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of 
lowa, praying for the same purpose. a 

By Mr. McGREW: Four several petitions 
of citizens of West Virginia, for the abolition 
of the franking privilge. i 

By Mr. MCNEELY: The petitions of [red- 
erick H. Merrell and others, citizens of Fulton 
county; and of S. E. McCoul and others, cit- 
ong of Pike county ; and of John Baglin and 
others, citizens of McDonough county ; and of 
|. W. Colvin and others, citizens of Mason 
county, Illinois, asking the abolition of tie 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of C. G. Hungate and 
others, citizens of McDonough county, Illinois, 
asking for theabolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of C. W. Conner and 
others, citizens of Pike county, Illinois, asking 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Daniel M. White and 
others, citizens of Brown county, Illinois, ask- 
ing for the abolition Of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey: Ihe peti 
tion of G. D. Neal, of Pittsylvania county, Vir- 
cinia, for the removal of disabilities. 
~ By Mr. MOORE, of Ohio: The petition of 
James A. Meek and 43 citizens ot Meigs county, 
Ohio, for the abolition of the franking privi- 


lege. 


By Mr. MOORE, of Illinois: A petition from 
sundry citizens of Brushy Fork, Douglas county, 
Illinois, asking the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. MORGAN: A petition of numerous 
citizens of Utica, Licking county, Ohio, asking 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Canterbury, 
Knox county, Ohio, with the same prayer. 

Also, a petition of citizens of West Carlisle, 
Cass county, Ohio, with the same prayer. 

Also, the petition of G. A. Wingefield, Bed- 
ford county, Virginia, for removal of political 
disabilities. 

Also, the petition of R. R. Collier, of Peters- 
burg, Virginia, for the removal of political 
disabilities. 

Also, of John A. Campbell, of Abingdon, 
Virginia, for the removal of political disabili- 
ties. 

Also, of Henry W. Thomas, of Fairfax, Vir- 
ginia, for the removal of political disabilities. 

Also, a bill to discontinue post routes Nos. 
9120, 9121, and part of post route 9117, in 
Ohio. 

By Mr. MORRILL, of Maine: The petition 
of William K. Kimball and others, of Paris, 
Maine, for the repeal of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of W. H. Smith and others, 
of Richmond, Maine, for the repeal of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Elis Keene and others, 
of North Turner, Maine, for the repeal of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Charles Clapp, Jr., and 


U 


1 
Montrose, 


179 others, of Bath, Maine, for the repeal of 


the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of J. D. Moore and others, 
of Somerset Mills, Maine, for the repeal of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Charles E. Packard and 
others, of Wilton, Maine, for the repeal of the 
iranking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Jason Woodman and 
others, of North Leeds, Maine, for the repeal 
of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of G. A. Wilson and others, 


THE CONGRE 


of South Paris, Maine, for the repeal of the 


riviie 
, the petition of A. Boyden and others, 
of West's Mills, Maine, for the repeal of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Charles W. Millet and 
others, of West Minot, Maine, for the repeal 
of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of R. M. Slayton and 


ITanKING 


| repeal of the franking privilege. 


Also, the petition of J. H. Decorter and 
others, of Bucktield, Maine, for the repeal of 
the franking privilege. 


Also, the petition of George Moore and 


| Others, of Mechanic’s Falls, Maine, for the 


repeal of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of James Murphy, of 
Lewiston, for remuneration for services and 
false imprisonment in the late war. 

Also, the petitions of Charles W. Jordan, 
David Woodsom, Sarah Edgecomb, Zebedee 
Pratt, and others, for pensions for services in 
the war of 1812. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: A petition of citizens 
of Pennsylvania, asking that soldiers and sail- 
ors of the war of 1812 and their widows be put 
upon the pension-roll. 

Also, the petition of John Kelly, of Phila- 
delphia, asking that new bonds may be issued 
to him in place of those destroyed by fire. 

Also, a petition of business men of Phila- 
delphia, asking that proper rank be given to 
‘* staff oflicers’’ of the Navy, so as to fill the 
depleted corps. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Clarissa Huhn, 
for a pension. 

Also, a petition of glass manufacturers, of 
the city of Philadelphia, asking that perfumery 
may be relieved of tax in the way of stamps. 
By Mr. ORTH: The memorial of General 

P. Hovey. 
By Mr. PAINE: The remonstrance of N. 


Engelman and 32 others. citizens of Milwau- 


A 


| kee, Wisconsin, against free trade in vessels. 


Also, the remonstrance of N. A. Nelson and 
49 others, citizens of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
against free trade in vessels. 

Also, the remonstrance of C. W. Johnson 
and 50 others, citizens of Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin, against free trade in vessels. 

Also, the remonstrance of H. 


Sons and 


Bosworth & 
18 others, citizens of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, against free trade in vessels. 

By Mr. POMEROY: The petition of O. K. 
Eastman and others, of Wright county, lowa, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of J. B. Cripps and others, 
of Albion, Marshall county, for the same pur- 
pose. 

Also, the petition of R. Jones and others, 
of Ontario, lowa, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of William Jackman 
others, of Palo Alto county, lowa, for the s 
purpose. 

Also, the petition of Henry C. Stevens 


and 
ame 


and 


| others, for the same purpose. 


By Mr. PROSSER: The petition of Jona- 
than Taylor, company 8B, fourth Tennessee 
infantry volunters. 

By Mr. RANDALL: A petition of sundry 
citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, asking 
that pensions be granted to the soldiers of the 
war of 1812, or to their widows. 

By Mr. REEVES: The petition of KE. P. 
Jarvis, M. D., John P. Terry, A. B. Raynor, 
and 42 others, citizens of East Moriches, Suf- 


folk county, New York, asking for the abolition | 


of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of William B. Foster, of 
Sag Harbor, Suffolk county, New York, asking 
for an invalid pension. 

By Mr. ROOTS: A resolution of the city 


council of l’ort Smith, Arkansas, requesting || 


an equitable adjustment of the claims of per- 
sons who may be found residing on a Govern- 
ment reservation through misapprehension of 
the exact location of lines bounding the same. 


By Mr. SAWYER: The memorialof E. B. | abolition of 


SSIONAL GLOBE. 


“On 
23 


Thompson and 45 others, citizens of Waupaca, 
Wisconsin, asking for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of Simon Kuth and 18 
others, citizens of Nero, Manitowoc county, 
Wisconsin, asking for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 


Also, the memorial of James W. Vander 


he || hoof and 74 others, citizens of Packwaukee, 
others, of South W oodstock, Maine, for the | 


Wisconsin, asking for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of J. Miller and 42 others, 
citizens of Ryan, Kewaunee county, Wiscon- 
sin, asking for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. SCOFIELD: Petitions from citizens 
of North Springfield, Albion, Wattsburg, and 
l‘airview townships, Erie county; Freehold 
township, and Germany, Warren county, and 
Wileox, Elk county, Pennsylvania, asking for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Philadel- 
phia, asking that pensions be granted to the 
surviving soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812. 

Also, a petition from physicians in the State 
of Virginia, asking that substantial rank be 
conferred upon surgeons in the United States 
Navy. 

By Mr. SMYTH, of lowa: The petition of 
William H. Morrow, Williara H. Tutbill, Wil- 
liam P. Wolf, and 36 others, citizens of Tipton, 
Cedar county, Iowa, for the abolition of the 


| franking privilege. 


Also, the petition of B. I’. Jacobs, post- 


| master at Round Grove, Scott county, lowa, 


and 39 others, citizens of that place, for the 
same purpose. 

Also, the petition of A. Fellows, J. H. Allen, 
Frank Amos, and 156 others, citizens of Ma- 
quoketa, Jackson county, lowa, for the same 
purpose. 

Also, the petition of Frederick L. Keeth, J. 
A. Secrest, and 62 others, citizens of Fairview, 
Jones county, lowa, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of J. H. Robinson, post- 
master at Pedee, Cedar county, lowa; J. H. 
Robinson, John Gefferd, O. C. Jack, John W. 
Lewis, and 73 others, citizens of the sume 
place, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. STEVENS: A petition of Francis 
Eastman and 385 others, citizens of Weare, 
New Hampshire, for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. SrILES: The petition of John Colt- 
man, son of Robert Coltman, deceased, who 
was a soldier in the revolutionary war, asking 
for back pay, and other relief. 

By Mr. STOUGHTON: The petition of J. 
M. Richards, president of the Chicago Board of 
Trade, and many others, citizens of Chicago, 
asking for an appropriation of $75,000 for the 
harbor of New Buffalo, in the State of Michigan. 

sy Mr. STRONG: The petition of W. S, 
Merrill and others, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. TANNER: Several petitions of 
many citizens of Rensselaer and Washinyton 
counties, New York, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. TILLMAN: A memorial from citi- 
zens of Bedford county, fourth district, Ten- 
nessee, asking the abolition of the franking 


| privilege. 


| Thomas, trustee in behalf of 


A. 
the society of Bap- 
tists in the town of Tullahoma, Coffee county, 
Tennessee, asking pay for the destruction of 
their house of worship by Federal troops in 


Also, the memorial and pepers of W. 


| December, 1863. 


Also, a memorial from citizens of Ruther 
ford county, fourth district of Tennessee, ask 
ing the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. TWICHELL: The petition of 
Daniel Ruggles, of Virginia, for the removal 


| of political disabilities. 


By Mr. TYNER: Petitions from 72 citizens 
of Galveston, and from 4% citizens of Chester- 
field, in the State of Indiana, praying for the 
the franking privilege. 











S. Smith and 47 others, of Fairfield county, 


Ohio, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privielge. 
Also, the petition of T. A. Schaeffer and 20 


others, of Fairtield county, Ohio, on the same | 


‘ 
BUDTeCL, 
oe 


Aliso, the petition of D, EB. Roseand 43 others, | 


of Kwoss county, Ohio, on the same subject. 

By Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts : 
The petition of Lewis Sabin and 100 others, 
legal voters of Templeton, Worcester county, 
Massachusetts, praying the total abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of R. M. Shurtleff, of 
Hartford, Connecticut, late a lieutenant in the 
naval brigade of Colonel W. A. Bartlett, pray- 
ing the payment of his claim for services as an 
oflicer previous to his regular muster in to the 
military service, and while he performed duty 
received wounds and was subjected to capture 
and imprisonment by the enemy. 

Also, the petition of Asa I’. Cochran, of New 
Orleans, Louisiana, praying for relief. 

By Mr. WELKER: ‘The petition of Daniel 
Methven and 88 others, citizens of Millbrook, 
Wayne county, Ohio, asking the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of F. R. Loomis and 142 
others, citizens of Lodi, Medina county, Ohio, 
on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of C. L. Gehres and 73 
others, citizens of Marshallville, Wayne county, 
Ohio, asking the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege. 

By Mr. WHEELER: A petition of sundry 
citizens of Madrid, St. Lawrence county, New 
York, for the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege. 

Also, a petition of sundry citizens of Gouv- 
erneur, St. Lawrence county, New York, and 
of North Bangor, Franklin county, New York, 
to the same effect. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Rossid, St. 
Lawrence county, New York, to same effect. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Hammond, 
St. Lawrence county, New York, to the same 
effect. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: A petition of 225 
citizens of Markle, Oswego, and Salem, In- 
diana, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. WILLARD: The petitions of Free- 
man Packer and others, of Moretown, Ver- 
mont, and of R. J. Gleason and others, of 
Waitsfield, Vermont, and of E. S. Deary and 
others, of Kast Poultney, Vermont, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: A petition of 56 citi- 
zens of Angola, Indiana, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio: The petition of 
C. B. Hall and 93 others, citizens of Lawrence 
county, Ohio, praying for the passage of a law 
abolishing the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of G. M. Hubbard and 43 
others, citizens of Scioto county, Ohio, on the 
same subject. 

By Mr. WINANS: The petition of W. S. 
Funston, postmaster, and 59 others, citizens 
of Vienna Cross-Roads, Clarke county, Ohio, 
for the abolition of the franking jrivileas. 

By Mr. WINCHESTER: A petition from 
the citizens of Louisville, Kentucky, praying 
that said city may be declared a port of entry. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 25, 1870. 

Prayer by Rev. Joun McCuryrock, D. D., 
president of the Drew Theological Seminary 
of New Jersey. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented apetition 
of citizens of Thebes, Jllinois, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege ; which was 





Hanna, James Adams, T. Scrivener, A. L. Cas- 
| 
} 


| 
| 
| the action which those honora 
j 
| 


referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 
Mr. WILSON presented the petition of Dan- 
'iel Ballard, praying the passage of an act to 
pay the bounties due volunteers which now 
remain unpaid, with semi-annual interest from 
the time of the discharge of the volunteers 
entitled thereto; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
He also presented the petition of James A. 
Derrick, of the “—s of Upshur, Texas, pray- 
ing for the removal of his political disabilities ; 


|| which was referred to the select Committee on 


the Removal of Politieal Disabilities. 

He also presented the petition of Sarah E, 
Wall, praying the enactment of a law prohib- 
iting the sale of intoxicating liquors as a bev- 
erage in the District of Columbia; which was 
| referred to the Committee on the District of 
| Columbia. 

He also presented three petitions of citizens 
| of Massachusetts, praying for the abolition of 
| the franking privilege ; which were referred to 
| the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
| Mr. HOWARD presented the petitions of 
| citizens of Otisville, and of citizens of Elling- 
ton, Michigan, praying for the abolition of the 
| franking privilege ; which were referred to the 
|, Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Rose 
| Ann Somers, widow of Philip Somers, praying 
| for a pension ; which was referred to the Com- 

mittee on Pensions, 

Mr. KELLOGG. I desire to present a peti- 
tion numerously signed by the postmaster and 
other citizens of Iberia parish, in the State of 
Louisiana, in favor of the abolition of the 
franking privilege. It prefers the usual indict- 


| ment 7 the privilege, I believe, and is of 


itself, I think, an evidence of the abuse of the 
a in that it went hence free and returns 
ree, and I believe is not official business. It 
is not so numerously signed as many that have 
been presented to the Senate, but is just the 
same as far as it goes, because it contains the 
sameallegations. I say what 1 do now because 
I propose to present many more on this sub- 
ject, asl have no doubt this isthe avant courier, 
80 to speak, of many more to come. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The petition will 
be referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I present the 
petition of property-holders in squares No. 
687 and 688 of this city, signed by Francis 


paris, John Frederick May, and a large number 
of other citizens, and as this is a brief petition 
and relating to a matter of some importance, 
I ask to have it read, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Vermont desires the petition to be reported. 
The Secretary will read it if there be no objec- 
tion. 

The Secretary read the petition, as follows: 


We, the undersigned, property-holders in squares 
No. 687 and 688, Washington, District of Columbia, 
respectfully offer to the consideration of the honor- 

ble Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States the following statement of facts and 
petition: 

We respectfully represent, in the first place, that 
| said squares are situated within the area of the 
| extension of the Capitol 
| ** Senate bill No. 54,”” whic 
orable Senate during the last Congress, was subse- 
quently referred by the honorable House of Repre- 
sentatives to the ‘Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds,” 

That as long ago as twelve years a bill appropriat- 
| ing said property to Government use was reported 
to and passed by the honorable Senate, and that bills 


grpende, as proposed by 
having passed the hon- 


| to that effect have from time to time passed either 


the one or the other of the honorable Houses of 
Congress. 

In the second place, we respeotfally represent that 

le bodies have already 

taken in the matter of said extension of the Capitol 


| grounds bas led to the general opinion that a law 


condemning the said squares will pass sooner or 
later; that our interests as property-holders have 
been seriously damaged by reason of the long-existing 
suspense which still prevents us from either im- 
proving our property, or using it, or disposing of it 
to advantage. 

Therefore, and for the further reason that many of 
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us are advanced in years and desire on 
to have our possessions well defined, we respec: 
and earnestly ask that the honorable Se pectful 
House of Representatives do give this our ..,:.!" 
their early attention, so that in the event r petit 
ion by their honorable bodies not to ap ® decis 
said squares 687 and 688 to Government uses wont 
7 2 Dh 


and ad Vant 


that ACCoOy + 


geously enjoy it. x 
Respectfully submitted. 


WasninGTon, D. C,, December, 1869, 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. A single woy, 

I have taken some pains to have a gentlom,, 
ascertain what these property-holders wo, 

be willing to accept as pay for their prose», 
7s in these squares, and I believe t),,., 
nave all responded, and so far as I know th, 
terms may not be unreasonable; but | tr... 
that at this session Congress will be willing ;, 
determine this question once for all wheth» 
we are to enlarge these grounds or not, ay) 
OSineg 
the Capitol grounds so that they may not appe: 
like a general cattle-yard of the country. | 
move the reference of the petition to the Vom. 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 

The motion was agiued W. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have the honor to pre: 
sent several petitions, numerously signed |,, 
men and women of the United States, wh; 
represent that there is an inequality in the righ; 
of suffrage among American citizens, and they 
ask that that inequality may be done away with, 
either by an act of Congress relating to the 
District of Columbia and the Territories, or} 
an amendment to the Constitution. I hope and 
pray that this inequality may be done away 
with. I move the reference of the petitions t 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. YATES presented petitions from citi. 
zens of Christian and Jersey counties, Illinois, 

raying for the abolition of the franking priyi- 
ege; which were referred to the Committe: 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. SAULSBURY presented a petition from 
citizens of Sussex county, Delaware, praying 
for the abolition of the franking privilege 
which was referred to the Committee on Pox! 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. OSBORN presented a petition of citizens 
of Yellow Bluff, Duval county, Florida, pray- 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege; 
which was referred to the Committee on ost 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. VICKERS presented three petitions of 
citizens of Maryland, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege ; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Posi 
Roads. 

Mr. SPENCER presented a petition of citi: 
zens of Allen’s Factory, Marion county, Ala 
bama, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege ; which was referred to the Commit: 
tee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. PATTERSON presented a petition 0! 
citizens of Manchester, New Hampshire, pray: 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege ; 
which was referred to the Committee on I’ost 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. WARNER presented a memorial of cit: 
izens of Washington city, District of Columbia, 
remonstrating against the passage of the bill {or 
the sewerage and the paving of M street, be 
tween New York avenue and Vermont avenue, 
in that city ; which was referred to the Commit: 
tee on the District of Columbia. . 

Mr. THURMAN. I present the transcri)'' 
of the proceedings of a meeting of citizens 0! 
Cleveland, Ohio, held on the 14th instant, 10 
relation to the repeal of the income tax law, a 
which the following resolutions were adopted: 

** Resolved, That itis the senseof this meeting that 
the United States income tax is essentially invidious 
and oppressive in its operation upon the interests ©! 
trade, commerce, and manufactures, and ought to be 
repealed. oe aie ba ti: 

** Resolved, That our Representatives in Congre* 
be instructed and our Senators requested to use 8)! 
their influence to effect said repeal. = es 

* Resolved, That these resolutions be signed by (be 

residing officer and secretary, and forwarded to ow 
Benators and Representatives aforesaid, 
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| move the reference of these resolutions to 
ho Committee on Finance. 
“Phe motion was agreed to. 
Mr. THURMAN also _presented the me- 
arial of Ferdinand Scheiblich, of Columbus, 
. praying to be allowed a pension; which 


(}! s ° ° 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


was re 


He also presented a petition of citizens of | 


seal, Clermont county, Ohio, and a petition 


¢ citizens of Canal, Winchester, Ohio, pray- 
ege ; 


iw the abolition of the franking privi 


hich were referred to the Committee on Post | 


Offices and Post Roads. 
“Mr. THURMAN. pl 
vetition praying the abolition of the franking 
nrivilege, but it does not state where it is from, 
soram 1 able to make out the post-mark on 
‘he envelope. All I know is that it is signed 
hy “ D. Brolest, deputy postmaster.’’ © If it be 
¢und where he is postmaster it will be known 
where that petition is from. I move its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
toads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. THAYER. I presenta petition from citi- 
ens of Colfax and Butler counties, Nebraska, 
praying the abolition of the franking privilege. 
Che letter accompanying it states that it is for- 
warded ‘‘in compliance with suggestions from 
the Third Assistant Postmaster.’’ I move its 
reference to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. THAYER. 


from citizens of Washington county, Nebraska, 


praying the abolition of the franking privilege. | 


The letter of the pone in this case also 
states that ‘it is 


move its reference to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. THAYER also presented a petition of | 


citizens of Frémont, Dodge county, Nebraska, 
a netition of citizens of Douglas county, Ne- 
braska, and a petition of citizens of Hall county, 
Nebraska, praying the abolition of the franking 
privilege ; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. COLE. I present a petition quite nu- 
merously signed by citizens of Santa Cruz 
county, California, setting forth eertain embar- 
rassments that they are under arising from a 
reservation of railroad lands in that county, 
and asking a modification of the law. I think 
it ought to be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, though it may properly go to the 
Committee on the Pacific Railroad ; Poe not 
certain which. The Committee on Public Lands 
can take charge of it, at any rate; I move its 
reference to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. COLE. I have divers and sundry peti- 


tions, signed by citizens of California headed | 


‘abolition of the franking privilege,’’ whieh 


[ move be referred to the Committee on Post 


Ottices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 
_Mr. CHANDLER. I present several peti- 
tions from citizens of Michigan, which have 


come to me without the postage on them being | 
paid, asking for the abolition of the franking | 


privilege. As they seem to be using that priv- 


ilege very freely I would suggest that in future | 
the petitioners for the abolition of the franking | 


privilege shall pay their postage. It would’be 


a practical illustration of a good intention. I | 


move the reference of these petitions to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
rhe motion was agreed to. 


I present also another | 


I also present a petition | 


orwarded in accordance with | 
the request of the Postmaster General.’’ I | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| 
| 
| 
| 





Mr. SCOTT presented a petition of citizens | 


of West Township, Huntingdon county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. FENTON presented petitions of citizens 
of Chenango county, New York; of Saratoga 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| in the Congress of the United States. 
The message also announced that the House 


| 
| 
referred. 


| county, New York, of Wyoming county, New 

York; and another of citizens of Saratoga 

| county, New York, praying for the abolition 

| of the franking privilege ; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 

_Mr. HAMILTON presented a petition of 
| citizens of Washington county, Maryland, pray- 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I presenta report of the 


receipts and expenditures of the Columbia In- | 


stitution for the Deaf and Dumb for the year | 


ending June 30, 1869, made by the president 


of the institution as required by law; and [ | 


ask that it be referred to the Committee on 
So 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be so 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. POMEROY, it was 
Ordered, That William G. Coffin have leave to 


withdraw his petition and papers frem the files of | 


the Senate. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 


by Mr. McPuersoy, its Clerk, announced that || 


the House had concurred in the amendments 


of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 783) to | 


admit the State of Virginia to representation 


had passed a bill (H. R. No. 975) to dedicate 
the public agricultural lands in the State of 
California to homestead and preémption pur- 
poses, in which it requested the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House had appointed Mr. Tuomas A. 
Jencxes of Rhode Island, Mr. Sternen Sav- 
rorp of New York, and Mr. Tuomas Swann 


of Maryland, the joint select Committee on the | 
part of the House on the subject of Heating, | 


uighting, and Ventilating the Senate Chamber 
and House of Representatives. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the enrolled bill (H. 
R. No. 783) to admit the State of Virginia to 
representation in the Congress of the United 
States; and it was thereupon signed by the 
Vice President. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, from the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities, 
reported a bill (S. No. 436) to relieve certain 
persons therein named from the legal and 
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| which was read, and passed to a second read- 


| the Senate upon it now. 


ing. 

Mr. SUMNER. As that concerns the busi- 
ness of the Department, I ask the action of 
There can be no 


| question upon it. 


By unanimous consent, the joint resolution 


| was read the second time, and considered as 


in Committee of the Whole. It authorizes and 
empowers the clerk in the Department of State 
who may from time to time be assigned to the 
duty of examining m Lins mm for passports 
to receive and attest, but without charge tothe 
affiant, all oaths, affidavits, or affirmations 
which are or may be required by law or by the 
rules of the Department of State to be made 
before granting such passport or passports, and 


| such oaths, aftidavits, or affirmations are to be 


political disabilities imposed by the fourteenth | 


amendment of the Constitution of the United 


and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. RICE, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 159) to aid the building of a roll- 
ing-mill in the city of Washington, reported it 
with an amendment, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the 


States, and for other purposes; which was read, 


Committee on Finance to repert an amend- 
ment to the House joint reectation No. 120, 
relating to the income tax, and ask that it be 
printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. OSBORN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was referred the joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 73) for the disposal of the 
public lands in the States of Florida, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Arkansas, reported 
it with an amendment. 

PASSPORT CLERK. 


Mr. SUMNER, from the Committee on For- 


| eign Relations, reported a joint resolution (S. 





Rk. No. 105) authorizing the passport clerk at 


the Department of State to administer oaths 
and affirmations on applications for passports ; | going to turn them over to Lue proper Depart 





deemed to be made under the pains and pen- 
alties of perjury. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BAYARD asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to Ccieadiied a bill (S. 
No. 437) for the relief of George Andrews; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. OSBORN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 438) granting lands to aid in the construc- 
tion of certain reetiaa in the State of Florida; 
whieh was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 439) 
to grant lands to the Sierra Iron Company; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 440) 
to divide California into two judicial districts ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. OSBORN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 


| resolution (S. R. No. 106) to authorize the 


Secretary of the Treasury to issue an Ameri- 
can register to the schooner Miami; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the 


| Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
| printed. 


Mr. CRAGIN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 107) for the relief of 
Commodore S. B. Bissell; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee ou 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


CONTRACTORS FOR IRON-CLADS. 


Mr. DRAKE. I ask unanimous consent of 
the Senate to take up at this time Senate joint 
resolution No. 92, with a view to its recom- 


| mitment. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Missouri asks unanimous consent to take from 
the table the joint resolution (S. R, No. 92) for 
the relief of certain contractors for the con- 
struction of vessels of war and steam machin- 
ery. The Chair hears no objection, and that 
joint resolution is before the Senate. 

Mr. DRAKE. I move that it be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SEIZURE OF SPIRITS. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move to take up for con- 
sideration Senate joint resolution No. 82. It 
has been twice before the Senate, and I want 
it disposed of in some way. /f the Senate is 
disposed to take up these whisky cases and 


examine them let us know it; but ii we are 
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ment officers they should be allowed to go on 


without being stopped by action in the Senate. | 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, | 


as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the 
consideration of the joint resolution (S. R. No. 
82) relating to the seizure of distilled spirits in 


California, the et question being on the | 


motion of Mr. HaMuin, to postpone the joint 
resolution indefinitely. 

Mr. COLE. If the Senator from Maine will 
consent to allow this resolution to be referred 
to a committee in accordance with my motion 
it can be disposed of without much debate; 
but if he insists upon indefinitely postponing it 
I shall want to consume some time in debating 
the question. From the remark made by the 


Senator that he wishes it disposed of in some | 


way | am induced to hope that he may consent 
to have it referred to a committee. 

Mr. HAMLIN. My impression is that the 
thing is most inappropriately here; that we 
are not the body to investigate matters that 
belong to the Departments. If the Senate 


have a different impression they can entertain | 


this resolution, but I would rather take the 
vote of the Senate. Ido not want to discuss 


it. I think we can dispose of it in the morn- | 


ing hour and be done with it. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. President, I regard this 
as a matter of much more importance than 
seems to be accorded to it by the Senator from 
Maine and others who have spoken agaiust the 
resolution or in favor of its indefinite post- 
ponement. We sometimes spend hours and 
even days in the discussion of matters of very 
little pecuniary or other importance. This 
question is of very great moment pecuniarily 
to the Government. 

It is a conspicuous fact that a great deal of 
the distilled spirits that have been made in the 
United States since the inauguration of the 
internal revenue system have entirely escaped 
taxation. Ihave heard it alleged by those who 


ought to be pretty well informed on the subject | 


that the Government has been defrauded out 
of hundreds of millions of dollars of tax that 
was properly due under the law on distilled 
spirils. Some have estimated it to the enor- 
mous amount of $500,000,000. We of course 
have no very accurate data by which to arrive 
at the amount out of which the Government 
has been defrauded on whisky. Thatit is very 
large must be conceded by every one. 

It has been the wish and purpose of the 
Government to raise a very large proportion 
of the revenue that supports the Government 
out of distilled spirits. I think that at least 
half the tax that is raised through the internal 
revenue department ought to be made off this 
commodity. I have in the report of the Spe- 
cial Commissioner of the Revenne a state- 
ment of the amount of tax collected upon 
spirits in 1865, in 1866, in 1867, and in 1868 
and the percentage of the tax that is raised 
from that source. I will not quote the amount 
collected each year, but the percentage, or 
about the percentage of the revenue collected 
from that source I will now give. 

For the year 1865 the percentage was a 
little over seven and a half per cent. ; for the 
year 1866 it was about nine and one third per 
cent. ; for 1867 it was less than eleven per 
cent. ; and for the year 1868 it was about seven 
and one third per cent. This glance at the 
statistics will show that the Government has 
failed to an alarming extent in the collection 
of the tax upon this commodity. 

Now, Mr. President, I pass from that branch 
of the subject, regarding that as sufficiently set 
forth, to another more immediately connected 
with the question now before the Senate. An 
attempt has been made by two or three Sen- 
ators distinguished for their ability and their 
general fairness to put me at issue with the 
Secretary of the Treasury in this matter. That 
1 regard as impossible. There is no issue be- 
tween me or my constituents and the Secretary 
of the Treasury. I repeat what I said before, 





| 





| ernment. 


i 
| 


| ment. 
| be supposed to give his personal attention to 


| distinguished Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHer- 
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that no person can entertain a more exalted 
opinion of that distinguished officer than I 
myself do. This question of the seizure of 
whisky in California was just about the time 
of the introduction of my resolution, perhaps 
before, perbaps a little later, referred by the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue to that 
officer. 

It was stated by one of the Senators, also, 
that the Commissioner himself had passed no 
judgment upon this matter. The papers under 
the head of ** departmental and official inform- 
ation’’ stated that he had given his judgment 
upon it. It was stated in the same connection 
in the city papers that a committee of the ofhi- 
cers of that Department had been called to pass 


judgment upon this question and had recom- || 


mended a release of the whisky. The Secre- | 


tary of the ‘Treasury had not the matter in his 


charge originally. It has been taken to him, 
therefore, by the direction of the Commissioner 


every Senator within my hearing that the Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury cannot investigate per- | 
sonally all these questions of seizure occurring 
throughout the three hundred districts in the 
United States. It is a matter of physical and 
mental impossibility for him todo it. Inevery | 
case nearly, I presume in nineteen twentieths 
and probably in ninety-nine hundredths of 
the cases, he leaves the question to the decis- 
ion of the subordinate officers in his Depart- 
The Commissioner himself could not 


every case that might be brought into that | 
Department by a seizure of goods for a viola- 
tion of the law. It would be impossible for 
him to do it; and the case that is now before 


_ and the owners of the property. 


| or persistent objection to letting this q 





the Secretary is in all probability an excep- 
tional one—it is a rare instance of the kind. 
It was referred to him unquestionably because 
of the opposition made to the release of this 
whisky; it was referred to him because the 
officers who had examined it under the objec- 
tion that was made were unwilling to take the 
responsibility of its release or of passing upon 
the question. 

Now, the proposition is that this question 
shall go to a committee as a test question, in 
order that they may examine into the merits 
of it and that both sides may be heard. The || 





MAN ] stated in his remarks the other day that | 
if what was charged by me were true it was my | 
duty as a Senator to bring the proof to the 
attention of the Senate andthe country. That, || 
sir, is precisely what I desire ; that is precisely 
what I am aiming at; and it cannot be done 
in any better way or in any more direct man- 
ner than by the examination of a committee | 
ae duty it is to investigate questions of this 
sind, 

Why, then, underthese circumstances should | 
there be an exertion to keep it outof the chan- | 
nel from which proper information can be ob- | 
tained? Why ioe d this resolution be indefi- 
nitely postponed, rather than be referred to a || 
committee to examine both sides of the case? | 
It is well understood, and was so stated the 
other day, that the officers themselves cannot | 
appeal to the Secretary of the Treasury. The | 
seizing officer has no such appeal. e is in | 
the hands at once of his superior officer, who |. 
may do and deal with the property that is | 
seized as such superior officer sees fit. The | 
seizing officer cannot appeal to the Secretary || 
of the Treasury. He is subordinate to the | 
Commissioner, and for him to appeal from |, 
the decision of the Commissioner would be an || 
act of insubordination. It would bea sufficient 
ground for his removal; for his removal in 
disgrace, if you please. This is a matter be- 
tween the owners of the property and the Gov- 
The officers are not a party to it in 
any proper sense, except on the side of the | 
Government under their obligation and oath || 
to regard and protect the interests of the Gov- 
ernment. The question, therefore, is one 
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exclusively between the owners of the 


’ e ro 
and the Government itself; and the officers 0} 
the Government, under the obligations of thei 
oath, under a sense of their duty, are to r 
upon the question between the Government 
| hope, therefore, there will be no earnest 
“—e 


: : 3 vestion 
go to a committee to examine witnesses Upon 


it and look into the facts of the case and to 
report whether the law should not be changed . 
the law putting discretion in certain subordi. 


_nate officers to deal with property which has 


been seized under these broad allegations of 
violation of the revenue laws without such ay 
examination as will result in bringing out the 
exact truth of the case. I believe the law should 
be changed. These proceedings against prop: 
erty that is alleged to have violated or escaped 


| the law are in some sense criminal proceed. 
ings. 
‘himself; but it must be well understood by || 


They are quasi such, at all events. The 
party whose property is seized if he hag vio. 
lated the law is subject to a fine, and the Uni. 
ted States officer prosecutes the case. It jg 
the duty of the district-attorney of the United 


| States to take charge of the cases ; and at least 


his jadgment should be asked before property 
is released when seized for an alleged violation 
of law. Yet what is the custom? To take the 


| ex parte and partial statements of the owner 


of the grap We all know what a case cay 
be made out on ex parte testimony. We all 
know how unfair a proceeding that is. We al! 
know that it does not result in justice. It js 
only by a hearing of both sides that you get at 
the facts, that you get at the exact justice of 
the case. Therefore, I think the law should 
be so altered as to require at least a written 


| certificate or opinion of the prosecuting officer 
| of the Unite 
| before there should be a release of property 
| that has been seized under so serious a charge 


States, the district attorney, 


as this. 

My distinguished friend from Ohio took ex- 
ception to a remark I made some time ago and 
I could not on that occasion reply to him. He 


| objected to the en which I gave toa 


e was acquainted. I called 
erson who had been sent to 
California ‘‘ whisky emissaries.’’ Such they 
certainly appeared to me to be; such I still 


re with whom 


nim and another 
sé 


'| believe them to have been; and the circum- 


stances are such as to warrant, in my judgment, 
a more harsh appellation than that to the men 
whose names I mentioned in connection with 
this transaction. Iam pleased to see the Sen- 
ator from Ohio so exceedingly regardful of the 
good name of his friends, and he will excuse 
me if I am equally so in reference to the names 
of the friends of myself who have been so 
grossly handled by these same emissaries who 
were sent out there in reference to this par- 
ticular business, as stated by the Senator from 
Maine and the Senator from Ohio himself; not 
merely men connected with the revenue ser- 
vice in California, but men who were named 
for office in California. Men of as high stand- 
ing as any men in that State, men of as unques- 


| tionable reputation, men of as unimpeachable 


integrity as any in that State, were pronounced 
by these emissaries as unfit to hold the offices 


| there, simply because the offices for which they 


were named would have some control over these 
evasions of the law in reference to the payment 
of the tax upon alcohol. 

I believe that it is an attempt by persons 
whose interests lie in the western States, mainly 
in Ohio and Kentucky, to control the whisky 
trade of the Pacific coast, and there is much 
more involved in this question than the amount 
of whisky under seizure. That probably is only 
about one thirtieth of the amount that 1s 10- 


volved. If they can, through their emissaries 


sent out there, turn out of office all persons 


who do their duty in the way of attempting 
to enforce the law, and name their successors, 
as they have boldly, with unbridled audacity, 
attempted to do, they can control that trade and 
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+ will be worth millions to them, which mil- 
~ < the Government will fail to collect, and it 
*!| be to the disadvantage also of millions to 


» constituency. 


“sir. this course of treatment toward the State 


chat | have the honor in part to represent is 

wparalleled. It is exactly such treatment as 
nas been practiced during many ages on the 
art of England toward Ireland, sending over 
“yepts there, eMissaries, spies, and detectives, 
fr the purpose of promoting interests that 
eyistin England. California wasa loyal State ; 
ie was as much so as any State; she paid as 

erally and voluntarily her money to the san- 
‘ory and Clristian commissions as any State ; 


apt 


| 


there is any kind that can compete success- 


ye furnished all the troops that she was called | 


»yon to furnish; she volunteered to furnish 
»any more than were accepted. She is, 
therefore, a loyal State in all respects, and it 

not justice toward her to send out officers 
vere for the purpose of interfering in this gross 
manner with her interests and her people. 

| stated in my remarks the other day that we 
could manufacture these spirits there cheaper 
than they could in the other States. The Sen 
ator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN ] took issue with 
me upon that question and said that in very 
bad spirits Ohio could excel all other States, 
and particularly the State of California. But 
how can this be done with the enormous 
expense that attends the transfer of these 
cheap spirits, these high-wines, all the way 
from Ohio, through New York, and around 
Cape Horn to the Pacific coast, incurring enor- 
mous and heavy expenses? It isa matter of 
impossibility that they can compete with our 


people upon any fair basis, or that they can | 


do itif all the whisky pays its tax as it should. | 
There is no place in the United States where | 


grain is cheaper than in California, and, as 
stated here by Senators, as good an article of 


fully in the market there it is an article made 
in Kentucky. I do not know but that some of 
the Kentucky whisky may be of such superior 
quality as to vindicate itself in the market and 
to find purchasers even where there is an abund- 
ance of the best California product that can be 
manufactured. But the charge against this 
property is that it was sent out as high-wines, 
which article sells in the markets of California 
for ninety-five cents a gallon, whereas the real 


| commodity in the packages sells in the markets 


alcohol can be made there as anywhere, and || 


it is afforded as cheaply there as anywhere, 
and when the tax is paid upon the spirits that 
are imported, as it is upon those which are 
made there, California can supply her own 
market without the least question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 


hour having expired, the currency bill is before | 


the Senate, and the Senator from New York 
{ Mr. ’enron] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HAMLIN. This matter is now up, and 
I appeal to my friend from New York to allow 
us twenty or thirty minutes to dispose of it and 
get it out of the way. 
agree to that. 

Mr. FENTON. I am entirely willing to 
yield to the judgment of the Senator from 
Maine, with the understanding that I may re- 
sume the floor after twenty or thirty minutes. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York consents to the special order being 
passed over informally. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [shall object to this if it 

is likely to lead to an ineffective debate. If 
the Senator from California has made up his 
mind to talk on this resolution at any consid- 
erable length, so as to prevent a vote on it, [ 
think he ought to inform us. He can tell us 
about what time he desires to occupy. 
_ Mr. COLE. ‘The Senator has no reason to 
infer that I have made up my mind to any such 
purpose as that. I merely want an opportunity 
to say what I desire to say. I do not know 
what may be said by others, or how long the 
debate may continue. I have no control over 
that except so far as I am concerned. 
not detain the Senate a great while. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Ohio that if the cur- 
reney bill is passed over informally it can be 
called upat any time. Any Senator can demand 
the regular order at any time. The Senator 
irom California will resume. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. President, if there is any 
sort of distilled spirits that can compete with 
the market in California it is a kind that is not 
represented by the stamps or brands upon the 
packages in which these spirits are found, If 





there readily for two dollars a gallon; and if 
the stamps found upon these packages indicate 
high-wines, whereas another commodity is 
found in the casks or barrels, it is regarded by 
the officers as proof next to conclusive, as 
proof positive, that the material that is found 
in the packages has in some way escaped taxa- 
tion. That a large quantity of the spirits that 
are shipped to California, as well as a large 
proportion of that used in other parts of the 
United States, escapes taxation entirely, I 
think I have demonstrated in the remarks that 
I made at the outset of this debate. 

The Senator from Maine characterized this 
as a remarkable proceeding. So in one sense 
it is, and the occasion for it was still more 
remarkable. The occasion for it is such as 
has not occurred before in the history of this 
country, in my judgment. It is only a resort 
to an emergency, if the Senator please, to meet 
an emergency that has not before arisen. If 
we shall succeed in having a fair investigation 
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| would rather have it committed and not have 


of this subject, in having a pee test made | 


of the character of this product to determine 
whether it has evaded the tax or not, we will 
have accomplished certainly one very good end 
by the introduction of the resolution. I hope 
that result may be attained. The only way, 
in my judgment, in which it can be attained is 
by having this resolution referred to a com- 
mittee, as all joint resolutions should be and 
generally are referred. Let them examine the 


testimony that may be offered pro and con; | 


let them examine witnesses both on behalf of 


the owners of the property and on behalf of the | 


officers who seized it, if you please, or on be- 
half of the Government; let tests be made by 


| that committee, or at least evidence be brought 


I hope my friend will | 


before them of tests having been made ina 
fair and impartial manner; and then they will 
be able to determine whether or not there 
should be some legislation in order to prevent 
cases of this kind in the future, and in order, 
above all things, to enforce, if possible, the 
collection of this tax upon distilled spirits. 

As I remarked awhile ago, I believe this 
commodity should pay half the revenue tax at 
least. It is the very commodity above all 
others out of which the revenue of the Govern- 
ment should be obtgined. It is not merely a 


| luxury, but is an article as ordinarily used of 


I will | 


very great injury to the world and very great 
injury to our country. It is an article the pro- 
duction of which should not be encouraged. 
It should be taxed, because the tax will perhaps 
reduce the amount of it used, and the use of 
it is as a general thing injurious to the peo- 
ple ; injurious not only to those who partake of 
it, but to all those depending upon such per- 
sons and connected with them. It is a disad- 
vantage to the whole country. It is that sort 
of product, not merely a luxury, but injurious, 
that should be made to pay a large proportion 
of the taxes of this country; and least of all 
should such a commodity be permitted to 
escape taxation, as this has, to the amount of 


| hundreds of millions of dollars. 


it) 


I hope, therefore, that the Senator from 
Maine will consent to let this joint resolution 
go to the Committee on Retrenchment, in order 
that such disposition may be made of it as they 


it disposed of, while I think the wiser way is 
to indefinitely postpone it, because I believe 
the investigation of whisky frauds and whisky 
matters 18 not appropriate to this body. The 
law has made it the duty, first, of the Com 
missioner of Internal Revenue to examine into 
this matter and determine it. I understand 
he has done so, though he has promulgated no 
decision. In deference to the earnest oppo- 
sition of the Senator from California he trans- 
ferred the official decision of the question to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, who | believe 
I am authorized to say is to-day ready to give 
to the gentlemen interested any investigation 
they may ask before him. Now, then, if the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue has exam- 
ined it, and the Secretary of the Treasury is 
willing to examine it, I ask if it is wise for us 
to appeal from the decision of such men to a 
committee of theSenate? There is Columbus 
Delano; there is George S. Boutwell ; if they 
are not men entitled to our confidence there 
are none in our community. These are the 
best men we have got. If we cannot take their 
decisions whose laskien shall we take? I 
assure the Senator from California that he can 
have all hearing he wants before them. I do 
not believe in bringing these matters into the 
Senate for that very reason. 

But the Senator suggests that there may be 


_ wisdom in amending our laws. I do not know 


shall judge proper, and not let it be disposed | 


of by being indefinitely postponed. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I am very 


anxious, as I said when I asked the Senate to | 
|| take up this resolution, that it should be dis- 


| of this whisky. 


enough about the laws to express an opinion 
on that subject; but if there is a necessity for 
it that Senator shall have my hearty coiper- 


| ation in bringing about those amendments, but 


not by dragging in a particular case in the 
very nature of an appeal from the Commis- 
sioner and the Secretary of the Treasury before 
a@ committee as a pivot upon which to make 
that action. If the Senator will introduce his 
resolution directing the Committee on Finance 
or any appropriate committee to inquire what, 
if any, amendments are necessary in the laws, 
he shall have my cordial vote, my cheerful 
vote. But I do think the present proposition 
is unwise and improper, and I therefore hope, 
because I will not take up the time of the 
Senate, that they will postpone this resolution 
and leave the matter to be decided where the 
decision ought to be. 

Mr. COLE. But one word further, sir. There 
is more than a mere examination of the question 
of the ownership of this whisky that I wish 
to have investigated under this head. I wish 
to have an examination of the persons in con- 
nection with this matter: the sending of men 
to California; why they were sent; for what 
purpose they were sent; what their mission 
was; what they did. It was stated by my dis- 
tinguished friend from Ohio [Mr. SuHerman | 
the other day that | ought to bring this matter 
to the attention of the Senate. I desire the 
privilege of doing so, and 1 wish this resolution 
to be referred for that purpose among others. 
I do not question the capacity of the gentleman 
before whom this question is now pending in 
the Treasury Department by any means; but 
it is a matter of interest to him, and | have no 
doubt it will be a matter of equal interest to 
the distinguished Senator from Maine, to let 
this subject be investigated thoroughly. There 
is more in it, therefore, than the mere ownership 
It is, as 1 believe, my duty 
to bring this matter before the Senate. 1| have 
no complaints against this whisky ; 1 know as 
little about it as the Senator from Maine, prob- 
ably much less. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I know nothing. 

Mr. COLE. I have not investigated it my 
self. I am not expert in the matter at all. | 
have, however, the interests of my constitu 
ency at stake. They demand an investigation 
of this subject, and | will state to the Senator 
from Maine that they are very much interested 
about it. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, | 


nothing of the merits of this seizure or its 


know 


posed of; and | am very free to admit that I " demerits; but I pray the Senate to be slow 
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a 4... 


anager 


before they set the precedent W making the 
Congress of the United States a trier of every 
question of the seizure of property under the 

‘ternal revenue laws. If such a precedent is 
set everybody who is dissatisfied with the 
mn of the Department will send in his 
petition, and if we are to entertain such peti- 
i] have the largest docket of any 
courtin the United States, and some committee 
will soon break down under such 


onuee 


der i¢ 


Lions We Bin 


omer 
uvestigations, Ihave heard not oue reason 
why this case should be made an exception to || 
the ordinary rule; why it should not take the 


ordinary course of being examined first by the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, and, after 


his examination, by the Seeretary of the Treas- | 
ary. Lshall vote for the motion of the Sen- | 
ator from Maine to indefinitely postpone the 
rene Mon, 

Mr. CASSERLY. I am not certain that I 
heard the more important parts of my col- 
Ie «'s speech, though I listened attentively 
to him. In mueh that he says | sympathize 
heartily. Hfleis right in his statement that the 


rentlemen sent out to California by the ‘Treas- 
iry Department have in their communication 
which was read here the other day done injus- 
tice to the people ofthat State, and especially 
to the people of San Francisco. 1 desire to 

L\ how 
had | heard sufficiently the letter which was 
read at the desk from Supervisor Cowen, in 
regard to so mueh of it as tends to cast an 
inmerited reproach upon the business men of 
San Pranciseo in speaking of them as unfriendly 
to a faithful discharge of his duties by him as 
a supervisor of the internal révenue, there 


no doubt that in San Francisco, as else- | 


where, there are men whose self-interest blinds 
them to what is just, and leads them to embar- 
rass publie officers in their duties. But having 
lived in that community for nearly twenty 
in the practice of a profession which 
necessarily brought me a great deal into rela- 
Lions with its business men, I have no hesita- 
tion in saying—and I think Mr. Cowen will 


years 


realize the trath of what I say if he remains | 


there long enough—that there is no community 
in this country where a faithful public officer 
will meet, so soon as he is understood, more 
and thorough support than in San 


lranciseo. 


{ rrdial 


My colleague lays stress on a contemplated | 


movement to break down the local whisky 
interests of California and to draw the business 
entirely into the hands of distillers in Ohio and 
elsewhere. Astothatl am not informed. If 


there be such a movement I should regret its | 


vecess ag & representative and citizen of that 

State; but in the legitimate course of busin ess 
| know of no way under the Constitution and 
laws of the country by which one State can be 
protected against the products of another 
except by producing a better article at the 
sume price or selling as good an article ata 
lower price. [fit be true, as isso often asserted 
by my colleague, that the distillers of San 
l'ranciseo are injured by the presence of this 
large body of spirituous liquors, brought there 
under cover of a fraud upon the revenue, 
without paying the proper duties, why is it 
(hat no remonstrance is heard from that active 
aud intelligent body of men ? 


Since I came here I have been more or less | 


in communication with the principal distillers 
there, many of whom | know personally. Yet 
io (his moment | have not a word of complaint 
from one of them on this subject; and [know 
vo! no Complaint in their interest besides those 
made by my colleague, unless it be a general 
wragraph in a daily paper in San Francisco, 

wit the matter was a fight betweerdthe distill- 
ers of California and the distillers of Ohio 
and the Hust. ‘2 

it | could be persuaded that there was such 
a fraud here as my colleague intinates, and 
indeed asserts, 1 should go with him for any 
coureo which would most thoroughly expose 
and punish it. 


what | should have said at the time | 


If it be true that these two or three thou- 
sand barrels of whisky are not what they pre- 
tend to be, and have paid taxes as high wines 

| when they should have paid as rectified spir- 
its, then I agree with my colleague that the 


| fact is strong proof of fraud; 1 go further, || 


and say that it is conclusive proof of fraud. 
Whether the fact is so or not is precisely the 
question. My colleague says itis so. Itisa 
matter for examination and proof. 

Such an examination has been had, and has 
resulted against the seizure. It is true that in 
San Francisco, upon a chemical analysis there 
by two chemists, the presence of a certain 
quantity of saccharine matter was detected in 
these liquors. This, I understand, is regarded 
and is claimed by the seizing officer there as 
proof, not conclusive perhaps, but very strong, 
that the liquors had been rectified and were 
not merely high-wines. I understand on the 
| other side—and I dwell on this matter a little 
because it is really the turning-point of the 
whole controversy—that the revenue oflice 
| here having learned the condition of the con- 
|| troversy at San Francisco had a sufficient num- 
| ber of samples of the liquors sent on here and 
| examined by the chemists and experts of the 
| Department. ‘Those samples came here under 
the seal of the Government, and there seems 
to be no doubt of their identity with the liquors 
under seizure. 

The result of that examination, I understand, 
|| was againstthe seizure. Itturned out that the 
liquors were precisely what they purported to 
be, high-wines, and not rectified. Fuudersiad 
| further that still another sample was submitted 
to one of the most accomplished American 
chemists, Doctor Doremus, in New York, and 
by him examined without any knowledge of 
| what was taking place here. His analysis 
agreed substantially with the analysis of the 
| revenue ofticerat Washington. I am informed 
that the mistake of the chemists in San Fran- 
cisco in their analysis there was caused by 
assuming the sweetish residiuum found in the 
analysis to be saccharine matter. However 
this may be, there can be no doubt that upon 
the fullest examination, chemical and other- 
| wise, the liquors are what they purport to be 
| and were improperly seized. Upon this ground 
| 1 made up my own judgment,from which I 
| stated the other day I should vote for the motion 
to postpone indefinitely the joint resolution 
offered by my colleague. 

Another point deserves the attention of my 
colleague and of the Senute. Not only are 
the gentlemen in San Francisco who represent 
these liquors of the very highest respectability 
and standing, but they and the owners of the 
liquors are so strong in the consciousness of 
their own rectitude that they have preferred to 
let this great amount of property—five or six 
hundred thousand dollars’ worth, perhaps a 
million—remain tied up in the hands of the 
Government officers since last August. My 
colleague will correct me if I am wrong, 
but [ think the seizure was made as long ago 
as August. They have preferred to let it 
remain there awaiting an investigation which 
they felt must result in its release. 

Under all the circumstances I really do not 
see what would be the propriety or the justice 
of subjecting this property to an inquiry before 
a committee of Congress and an examination 
of witnesses from California and elsewhere, as 
proposed by my colleague. Great private in- 
jury might be caused ; but would the decision, 
whatever it was, be more satisfactory? Ifthe 
course pursued toward this property is to be 
] imitated in regard to all other large shipments 
| to California of merchandise subject to the 
| 





internal revenue tax, the general result must 
be detrimental o the true interests of the people 
of the State. 





While as Californians we favor 


| naturally and justly the development of our 
|| local interests, it never can be for the good of 
|| the people at large to pursue a policy which is 
| not only unjust to our fellow-citizens in other 
li States, bat which by driving them out of our 


| 
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| be a violation in the spirit if not in the | 





States. 
| stated Iam very unwilling, upon this subject 
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markets necessarily gives to a few a control of 
business and of prices. That never can 
right; and in this particular case it would als 
Cttar 

of the guarantees of the Constitution, that « 
citizen of one State shall have all the ri thts 
and immunities of the citizens of the several 
Besides all the other reasons | hate 


or upon any other, to take away question 
property and personal rights from the officers 
of the Government appointed to examine and 
to decide them, whether they be judges jn the 
courts or officers of any executive Department, 
in order to bring them into this body, 

I do not agree with the Senator from Mis. 
souri [Mr. Drake] who brought in a bill hero 
to take away from the Supreme Court jis en- 
tire jurisdiction over a most important class of 
questions, when he declared, as a test of the 
soundness of his own position, that there was 
no court which had any advantage over thig 
body in the trial and determination of ques- 
tions of private right, either in respect of 
property or otherwise. I differ from him most 
widely. The exact reverse is the truth, [| 
scarcely know any body, which, considering 
the immense amount of legitimate business 


3 Of 


| always pressing upon it, leaving out of view al] 


other reasons, is so ill fitted as the Congress 
of the United States to deal with questions of 
that character. It will be a most evil day for 
the security of property and of all private 
rights of property when the Congress of the 
United States undertakes to draw to itself any 
considerable part of that important jurisdic. 
tion. 

I might allude to certain features of the 
seizure at San Francisco, but I refrain. The 
views I have expressed are sufficient to con- 
trol my course. I shall vote against the further 
detention of this large amount of property pro- 
posed by my colleague because I know of no 
advantage to be gained by it to the Govern- 
ment, and because I know of no other disposi- 
tion of the question which will be just to the 
private parties in interest, or wholesome, so far 
as respects the administration of the Govern- 
ment between Congress and the Departments 
and the people of the country. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. President, my colleague 
states that he has had no communication what- 
ever from the persons in California interested 
against the importation of liquors that have 
escaped taxation. My colleague develops in his 
remarks that he has been pretty fully advised 
in regard to the interests of those who are 
importing liquors into that State. He speaks 
of the character of those through whom the 
liquor is being imported into California. What 
particular houses they are I really have not 
inquired, nor do I know. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Ifmy colleague will allow 
me, I will state now, as I ought to have stated 
before, that I understand one of them is the 
house of N. G. Kittle & Co.,:and the other is 
the house of Platt & Newton, in San Francisco, 
and William T, Coleman & Co., New York. 
If my colleague will allow me further, | will 
endeavor to correct him. I have not been 
yarticularly posted by either of these firms or 
by anybody else. spoke for about twenty 
minutes on a railroad car to Mr. Coleman, sev- 
eral weeks ago, on this subject and on general 
topics of discussion. That is all the conversa 
tion I have had with anybody with regard to 
the matter. Of course [ have made inquiries 
as to what had taken placein the Department, 
and the result of those inquiries | have given. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. President —— 

Mr. FENTON. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Harias 
in thechair.) Does the Senator from Cali- 
fornia, who is entitled to the floor, yield to the 
Senator from New York? 

Mr. COLE. In a moment. I shall not 
detain the Senate long. 

Mr. FENTON. I think it is likely that this 
matter will take some time longer. 
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o- wy, HAMLIN, I think we can get the vote || reach the universal standard of value. The || chant loses in what he sells, he gains in what 
aa » minutes. I understand the Senator || gold basis through resumption, or the gold +) he buys. ; 
ld ae California does not want much time. basis through more violent derangement, if But beyond all this, if we are right in our 

1 also i : a Te TRION > | ; 

i PRESIDING O} I (CBR, Does the || not repudiation, are the alternatives before us. || estimate of the vast evils of a depreciated and 
th. —neror from New York insist on calling up || History is full of instances where nations have | inconvertible currence y, it follows that the em- 
ht. epecial order? || issued government paper in excessive quanti- || barrassments which will mark a return to the 


evi 7 ~ POMEROY. I think we can vote on 
[ ha ” « atter in @ few minutes. 

nhiaas PENTON. For how long a time does 
oo; Senator from California wish to occupy the 
rion of the Senate? 


8 a ‘. COLE. A very short time. 

tn a \‘~ PENLON. ‘That is very indefinite. I 

nent - under the cireumstances I had better 
d with my remarks. 

Mi PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
i” m New York insisting upon the regu- 
8 en. order, the unfinished business of yesterday | 
iss of w before the Senate. 
the THE CURRENCY, 

be » Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
te ay ’ i the consideration of the bill (S. No. 
re ) provide a national currency of coin 
in a sand to equalize the Gietribpiton of cireu- 
h. [ | y notes. : 
rin ‘fy FENTON. Mr. President, the measure | 
ners under consideration naturally brings be- 
yall .us the great financial problem which the 
vane ntry has to solve. We may adopt partial 
is of asures like the present, directed to a partic- 
y for ar branch of the subject, but they should all be 


vate amed upon a broad and comprehensive policy 
aving in view @ clear and distinct end. The 
iviect is one of wide scope. It embraces the 
ions of debt and taxation, of banking and 
rrency, all distinet in their character, yet all 
the erlaced in their influences and bound up 
1e her. To some considerations on these 
al relations, but mainly bearing upon the 


ther ill before us, 1 venture to ask the attention 
nro of the Senate. 
no [he currency is closely connected with all 


orn the varied and multiplied interests of our daily 
In all the exchanges of trade, in all 
l the work of production, in the compensations 
) far t labor, in every business transaction, it enters 
as aprincipalagent. We are sustaining a vast 
epreciated and inconvertible paper currency. 
It has had two effects. It has raised prices, 
le and so given an extraordinary impetus to traffic 
rT aid exchanges, stimulating speculation to a 
ted worbid degree and creating a semblance of 
sual prosperity. On the other hand, 
ikes this appearance of prosperity as hollow 
tis glittering. It leaves it resting upon no 
ire stable foundation. A touch would produce a 
ks collapse. By 


Sl- Aualrs. 
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sat currency has wrought the most gross and unjust 
inequalities. Its deep-seated and far-reac hing 
evils cannot be overstated. It takes from men 
/ ir property, by putting it upon a capricious 
d and changing basis and measuring it by a false 
of value. It withholds from labor 
ig its just reward, by paying it in fictitious money, 
‘compels it to resort to higher demands as 
protection from the reduced pur- 
of its compensation. It intro- 
n ices uncertainty and anxiety into all business 
‘ations, wantonly changing contracts, sud- 

affecting prices, injuriously taxing all 


; 
‘ standard 








e only 
I] chasing power 


( Hy 
idingup airy and delusive structures of hope, 
y to topple them over in disastrous ruin. 

0 but | need not dwell upon the calamity of 
; such a currency. All sound men recognize it 
t. aid are looking with feverish anxiety for an 
of The return of the country 

‘ow specie basis is generally conceded to be 

an object of paramount importance. Differ as 

N Widely as men may regarding the means, they 
ee in admitting the necessity of the end. 
‘ainot remain for any protracted period 

in (he present exceptional condition, The na- 


h at ie escape, 


t must either set its face inflexibly in the 
right careetion, or it mast go still further in a 
§ seductive path until arrested by a tremendous || 


convulsion. 


changing nominal values and | 
1. etiling natural adjustments this depreciated | 





producing violent fluctuations, and | 


ties until it has become depreciated like ours; 


| but history records few cases where such a gov- 
| ernment currency has been redeemed at par. 


A fatal tendency almost invariably manifests 
itself. 

To retrace the path toward the safe position 
from which the nation has departed is difficult 
and laborious; to go forward in the entic ing 
way is easy and alluring. The hope of securing 
relief from present wants and pressing evils 
through a further extension of the currency 
fastens upon the mind, and the facile sugges- 
tion is followed until the result is either the 
depreciation of the whole expanded volume to 
worthlessness, or its final redemption at a ruin- 
dous discount. The records of France, Russia,an 
Austria convey impressive warnings upon this 
point. They have in the past followed this 
inviting course to this disastrous end. The same 


| sinister influence is perceptible in our own 





| ship and distress. 


| normal 
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recent history. Kight years ago the issue of 
inconvertible paper money, based on credit, 

was universally regarded as a deplorable evil 
only to be justifie d by the necessities of war. 
Five years ago the gradual withdrawal of this 
paper and the restoration to a sound basis were 
equally regarded as measures to which the 
Government must steadily direct itself. ‘To- 
day, under the corrupting influence of its con- 
tinued presence, a portion of the people have 
come to regard it as essential and desirable, 
and from some quarters we have even a demand 
for its further expansion. 

But if I cannot exaggerate the importance 
of resumption, neither do I underrate its difli- 
culties. Those who are indifferent to its ur- 
gent necessity and those who treat it as easily 
attainable are alike at fault. Its difliculties 
are of two kinds: first, a heavy addition to the 
burdens of the debtor class, and second, a gen- 
eral decline of prices, accompanied by a pros- 
tration or greater embarrassment of trade. An 
addition of a fourth or a fifth to the private 
indebtedness of the country, such as ool 
ensue if debts contracted in depreciated cur- 
rency were required to be paid in gold, is too 
grave a matter to be lightly considered. ‘This 
individual indebtedness cannot now be less 
than seven or eight thousand millions, and 
an increase of a fourth or a fifth would itself 
nearly equal the whole amount of the national 
debt. ‘To impose this vast additional burden 
at once, or within a very short period, upon 
the debtor class would produce great hard- 
Yet delay only enhances 
the difficulty. Credits are constantly expand- 
ing and individual indebtedness is steadily 
increasing. If it amounts to eight thousand 
millions this year it will amount to more than 
eight thousand millions next. Great as is the 
embarrassment now, it will only become 
greater with the lapse of time. If the country 
shrinks from the effort at present, it will recoil 
with still greater repugnance another year. 

The second difficulty is to be found in the 
decline of prices, which must inevitably accom- 
pany resumption. I do not believe the de- 
cline will be as great as many suppose, but 
because they are thus associated, resumption, 
while working some hardship, is yet desirable. 
Until prices are reduced to their natural and 
standard, until trade returns to 
proper channel, until the morbid rage of spec 
ulation is subdued, until the constantly ebbing 
tide of foreign obligation is arrested, until in- 
dustry and production receive their sober stim- 
ulus, there will be no stability in the national 
finances and no stability in domestic business. 
Undoubtedly the return to this condition will 
be accompanied by hardships. ‘There are also 


its 


| compensations; at least the reductions in some 


ln one way or the other it must /! so in part does the cost of living. 


measure balance each other. If prices decline, 
lf the mer- 


sound basis are insignificant eompared with 
those which will surely mark a continuance of 
affairs as they now contront ua. There should 
be no sweeping and violent change; the pro- 
cess should be gradual and guarded, that busi- 
ness men may calculate upon the future and 
engagements may be entered into without the 
danger of overwhelming those who make them. 
Crue, a moderate shrinkage will tend to para- 
lyze; but better such a compression upon the 
system than a sudden convulsion which will 
rend it in pieces and prostrate itin ruin. Lnog- 
land was six years after the Napoleonic wars, 
and with a currency far less depreciated thah 
ours, in returning to specie payments. Indeed, 
when in 1819 the actual measure of resum 

tion embodied in Peel’s celebrated currency 
bill was passed, although the currency 
down only four and a half per cent., yet three 
years were allowed for the accomplishment of 
resumption, and two years were actually con 


was 


sumed in the process. In the face of such 
experience we cannot hope to leap a chasm ot 
twenty per cent. in a few months. 

In considering the method of resumption it 
is important at the outset to establish right 


principles in order to fix upon specific meas- 
ures. Unless the latter are based upon the 
former they are worse than useless. ‘Lhe de- 
termination of the amount of currency required 
by the business of the country is not the real 
question to be decided. ‘The real question is, 
what are the conditions upon which 
payments can be restored and maintained ? 
Into the discussion as to whether the 
needs more or less currency I do not propose 
to enter, because it would bring us no nearer 
the end. If any one tells me we have none 
much currency for the requirements of 
business, I fully concur that we have none too 
much at present prices. If any one me 
we ought to have twice as much currency, | 
fully concur that twice as much would not be 
too large a sum for the conditions which would 
then exist. If any one tells me w ght to 
have less currency, I fully concur that le 
rency would suflice, with the fall 
which would accompany the reduction of 
| volume. 
In one sense there never can be a redundancy 


pecic 


country 


too 


tells 
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price 


| of currency, for prices adjust themselves to the 
amount, and the more there is issued the more 

| there is needed to make exchanges. ‘Lhe value 
of the circulation is regulated by the volum 
Under the natural laws of distribution, which 


apply all over the world, a certain 
falls to our lot, and the amount 
whether nominally greater or less, will be: 
alent in actual value to that quantity. In 1860 
the currency of the United States, inc 
the specie reserve, was less than $300,000,000, 
and no one claimed that there was not « 
‘To-day the currency amounts to $700,000,000, 
and it is fairly claimed that on the 
there is none too much. ‘Ther 
law of amount. ‘The sum required is determ- 
ined by the relation of the currency to 
exchanges it facilitates, and this relation is again 
determined by its value. if we have 
much currency at its present value, will any 
one claim that we should still have none too 
much if its value coulc i be appreciated eighteen 
or twenty percent.? Inother words, will it be 
claimed that we sone a fifth more than we! 
possess, or, that if the currency could lx 
proved in value, thus producing a decline in 
prices, we should stilineed the present volume ? 
The proposition may be stated 
form. Our currency is now worth, say, eigiity- 
three cents on the dollar. If we d S70U,- 
000,000 worth eighty- three cents on the dollar 
is it possible to believe that we should need 
il $700,000,000 worth a hundred cents on the 


q iAntity 


we have, 
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dollar? It is a fallacy to suppose that the de- 


preciation of our currency is due solely to its 


irredeemability, and not at all to its excess. 
Iu this connection I will make use of a para- 
graph from Perry’s Political Economy as per- 
linent to this matter. Referring to the period 
of suspension in England, he says: 

‘The earlier period of suspension proves this im- 


portant point: that when a Government possesses | 
. monopoly of issuing paper money, and carefully | 


the quantity issued, and both receives it and 
it out ag Jegal tender, it may keep an inconvert- 


} 
hitnuit 
pays 


ible paper at par, and even by sufliciently limiting | 


its quantity carry it above par.” 


But it is said by some that the rate of inter- 
est determines the amount of eurrency re- 


quired, and that because a high rate of interest | 


vow prevails a larger volume of currency is 
lemanded. No reasoning could be more spe- 
jous nor more unsound, Strange as it may 
seem, the history of the country more gen- 
erally shows that the rate of interest is high- 
est when the volume of circulation is largest, 
aud lowest when the volume of circulation is 
In other words, though it appears 
like a paradox, money is oftener cheap and 
plenty when it is limited, and dear and scarce 
when it is excessive. In 1886, just before the 
great convulsion, and when the volume of cur- 
rencey was larger than it had ever been in our 
country up to that time, the rate of interest 
rose as high as thirty per cent. So in 1857, 
when the circulation was again greatly ex- 
panded, the rate of interest rose to even higher 
figures. On the other hand, in 1840, when 
atter the panic the circulation had been greatly 
reduced, interest was down to five per cent.; 
and in 1858,when the volume had again dimin- 
ished, the rate was even less than five per 
cent, 

Undoubtedly other disturbing causes may 
enter and affect the fluctuations, but the ree- 
ords of our financial history for the past forty 
years show a remarkable coincidence between 
the volume of the currency and the rate of 
interest. Nor need we search far to find the 
philosophy of this law. When the currency is 
expanded prices are raised, speculation is in- 
variably and inordinately stimulated, and there 
is an unusual demand for money. When, 
on the contrary, the currency is contained 
within its natural and proper limits, specula- 
tion is checked, money is not diverted from its 
legitimate channels, and the demand does not 
exceed the supply. It is not surprising that 
while an expanded currency is in process of 
recession that the interest rate should be tem- 
porarily increased, for men are compelled to 
meet their indebtedness at a sacrifice, anda 
new pressure is created. In our own case 
there is another important element to be con- 
sidered. The Government is paying a high 
rate of interest upon its own loans, and indi- 
vidual loans are largely regulated byit. From 
these particular facts and general considera- 
tions, it will be apparent that the prevailing 
rate of interest is no evidence whatever of the 
inadequacy of our circulation. 

| shall make no attempt, as I have already 
stated, to determine the exact amount of cur- 
reney required by the country. Once started 
upon the right basis, this problem will solve 
itvelf. It is important, then, to ascertain if 
we can, how we can make our paper currency 
and gold equivalent; how we can secure the 
necessary proportion between the amount of 
gold we can command and the amount of 
currency it is to make redeemable, and how 
we shall hold the gold which is essential to the 
maintenance of the specie basis. The bill 
under consideration does not retard in any 
material respect, and I regret to say does not 
tend to advance this most desirable result. 
‘The three per cents. are, indeed, equivalent to 
so much currency; butit will be seen in practice 
that while there has been simply an exchange 
of one form for another, the $45,000,000 of 
notes will be found far more diflicult to get rid 
of than the same amount of certificates. 

There is no difficulty in the currency question 


mallest. 
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save that which grows out of its appreciation, | 
with the consequent decline of prices and in- 

crease of nominal indebtedness. How doesthe | 
community, let meinquire, feelan increase or | 
decrease of the currency? Simply in thedepre- | 
ciation orappreciation of values; simply inthe | 
rise or the decline of prices, and in the conse- | 
quences flowing from the one or the other. 

Neither contsaction nor inflation is felt in the | 
mere operation itself. Itis felt only in its effects; | 
and ifthose effects could be accomplishedinany | 
other way the influences and results would be 
our gold and gold bonds have been steadily | 
flowing abroad. In the last year alone over | 
thirty-seven millions of specie and bullion, in- 
dependent of interest obligations, have been 
exported, as shown by Commissioner Wells. | 
Could it be otherwise? Could the precious | 
metals possess a higher value elsewhere and 

yet remain here? We may well turn to the sig- | 
nificant lessons of history upon this point. | 

In 1816, after the Bank of the United States 
was rechartered, it rapidly and improvidently || 
expanded its circulation. Ina single month | 
its discounts increased from three to twenty || 
millions. The result of this management || 
was that prices rose, speculation greatly in- 
creased, and, in the language of the history 
which describes the event, goid left the country 
in ship-loads. We had cheapened gold, and 
being the common standard of the world, tend- 
ing to equalize itself everywhere, and passing 
readily from one nation to another, it flowed, 
by an irresistible law to lands where for the 
time it possessed a higher value, and it kept || 
flowing until a change of condition arrested the |! 
tide. The same fact has been repeated several | 
times within the recollection of many Senators 
who honor me with their attention. 

The history of other nations furnishes illus- 
trations no less striking and suggestive. During 
the prolon ved suspension of specie payments 
in England, at the beginning of the present | 
century, the paper currency was largely aug- | 
mented in volume. ‘The country banks, which | 
numbered two hundred and ten in 1799 had 
increased to nearly a thousand in 1814. The 
Bank of England, also, had greatly enlarged 
its own circulation. In 1816, however, many 
of the banks failed, and the volume of cur- 
rency was reduced to nearly half the amount | 
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of 1814. Corresponding to this the prem 
on gold declined from thirty per cent, to -m 
than two per cent., though it rose the next vse 
to full two and a half. What I desire..." 
Mr. President, is that even upon this Hot 
premium, or, in other words, upon a slich, 
depreciation of the paper currency, the tena 
ency of gold was to flow away from the country, 
and a transaction of that very year supplie a 
most forcible illustration. In 1817 the ban\. 
though the suspensfon continued, paid out cae 
eral millions of gold upon voluntary obligg 
tions. But this gold had no effect whatever i, 
improving the general condition; on the eop. 
trary, it speedily departed from the coynir. 
and Robert Peel, in referring to the 
a Mate day, said : 

“ The issue of that treas ‘ 
with oe good t — nation, and be seen attended 
it might have been foreseen that unless this issue hy 
been accompanied by a simultaneous reduction 
bank notes the gold would find its way to th 
where there was a greater demand for it,’ 

It seems to me that these words are gtpik. 
ingly applicable to the situation in which oy, 


country, 
subject at 


of 
ose Places 


| nation is to-day. 


It can hardly fail to be of interest and yalyo 
to trace the history of those times a little fy:. 
ther, since they bear an obvious analogy to 
these in which we live. As before stated, there 
was a large reduction of the circulation in 18], 
Thereafter its depreciation was exceedingly 
small, averaging scarcely more than three per 
Yet, in order to overcome even this 
slight barrier without creating disturbances, 
the great currency measure of 1819 allowed 
three years for the resumption of specie pay- 
ment. Between 1814 and 1822 $215,000,000 
of currency (reduced to dollars) had been with- 
drawn from circulation. The period of resump.- 
tion was signal of hardship, as was to be 
expected, though the convulsion usually asso- 
ciated with this event did not occur until 1825, 
and may be traced to an entirely different cause. 
The undue stringency and suffering of 1822 were 
the result of a disproportionate and over-rapid 
contraction. 

I take the liberty to append a table showing 
the circulation of the Bank of England from 
1797 to 1828, inclusive, which sheds additional 
light upon this branch of the discussion. It has 
been made up from various sources, and in 
one or two points is incomplete: 


| " . 

Years. and upward. pounds. Total Premium on gold. 
des Latah £10,095,620 £1,096,100 £11,191,720 - 
EE 11,527,250 1,807,502 13,334,752 - 

EE Th cesireeabccaneiins 12,408,522 1,653,805 14,062,327 - 
ED Sask’ ciselubeytacciie 13,598,666 2,243,246 158, 41,9382 - 
1801. | 13,454,367 2,715,182 16,169,594 ~ 
i iiitienmtmauabineasil 13,917,977 3,136,477 17,054,454 - 
rt eee 12.983.477 3,864,045 16,847,522 - 
1804... . 12,621,348 4,723,672 17,345,020 - 
Se istenasttiab ovecennek 12,697,352 4,544,580 17,241,932 - | 
1806 ... 12,844,170 4,291,230 17,135,400 - 
tr oo 13,221,988 4,183,013 17,405,001 - 
SIT Ah bédiasedkcaiadess 13,402,160 4,132,420 17,534,580 - 
UDP dckibislebente Shashi 14,133,615 4,868,275 19,001,890 16} | 
i nisicnninieetiahe 16,085,522 6,644,763 22,730, 285 9 1-10 | 
1811 16,286,950 7,260,575 23,547,525 244 
15,862,120 7,600,000 23,462,120 30 and 38+ 
16,057,000 8,030,000 24,087,000 36 1-10 and 41. 
18,540,780 9,300,000 27.840,780 304 
18,157,956 9,161,454 27,319,410 18 8-9 
- - - 24 and less than 1. 
- - 27,397,900 2¢ 
= - 27,770,970 5} 
17,772,470 7,354,230 25,126,700 6} and 44 
16,794,980 6,689,130 23,484,110 - 
‘ 17,447,360 6,487,560 23,884,920 - 
Se 17,290,500 1,394,850 18,665,350 - 
Sl iekickiopanieieakieien 7,710,740 681,500 18,392,240 - 





By a provision of the law, the effect of which ,; 
had not been clearly studied, all notes under 1 
the denomination of five pounds were retired | 
from circulation. Now, in 1819, as will beseen, | 
when the law was passed, £7,354, 230, or nearly 
athird of the entire circulation of the Bank of | 


England, which was then £25,126,700, con- 


sisted of notes under the denomination of five 
pounds. The proportion of small notes in the 
circulation of the country banks was probably '' 








still larger, though I have found no exact state- 
ment of the case. Thus it is that in February, 
1822, the aggregate circulation of the Bank o! 
England had fallen to £18,665,350, a reduction 
of nearly seven million pounds, or $35,000,000. 
The cancellations of the country banks were 
no doubt in proportion. 

I conclude, then, that the reduction, under 
the constraint of the misjudged provisions to 
which I have referred, was far greater than was 
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required to overcome the small depreciation | 
of four and a half per cent., and it was this 
cevere contraction that chiefly caused the dis- 
vress of 1822. But in that very year, when the 
d ficulty was partly realized, the country banks 
were authorized to renew the issue of notes 
under five pounds, and at once the currency 
heoan to expand. By 1825 it had increased 
fally fifty per cent. I need not speak of the 
consequences, as we have the same unvarying 
ory, —a reckless rage of bubble speculation, a | 
jarge surplus even in manufacturing England | 
of imported goods ; a rapid flow of gold abroad, 
aj| culminating in the memorable disasters of 
1825, not by the return to specie payments, 
but by a violent departure from the principles 
gpon Which resumption bad been effected. 

‘The record which I have thus hastily pre- 
yted to your attention suggests two or three 


points of vital importance. In the first place it || 


illustrates the law of relation between the vol- | 

uwe and the value of currency, and equally the | 

point more immediately involved in the dis- | 

cussion, of the impossibility of retaining gold | 
upon @ redundant currency. I have referred 
aiso to the fact that an adverse balance of trade 
always attends such a condition. The latter 
pointis deserving special consideration as hav- 
ing an important bearing in our own case upon | 
the question of resumption. The Secretary of 
the Treasury justly urges that a favorable bal- | 
ance of trade, a state in which our exports, 
exclusive of public securities, shall be equal to 
our imports, is essential to a return to specie 
payments. 

The good effect of increasing the cotton 
crops, to say nothing of others, is obvious in 
this connection, But in view of the facts 
already stated, the question recurs whether, 
after all, resumption instead of being the effect 
of a favorable balance, is not itself the neces- 
sary prerequisite to that condition. Should it 
not be said that it is the derangement of our 
currency that deranges our trade? Is it not the 
depreciation of our currency, with its conse- 
quentinflation of prices, that makes our country 
a poor market to buy in but a good market to 
sellin? And if this is true must not the ad- 
justment of the currency necessarily precede | 
the adjustment of trade? It seems to me if 
we wait for the former until we secure the 
latter we shall wait an indefinite period. Our 
excessive importations need not surprise us, 
for they naturally follow increase of currency. 
Permit me, Mr. President, to allude to the 
coincideat increase in the two most notable 
periods of expansion in our history. I say 
nothing of the bearings of the tariff, because it 
does not touch this point; and in the amount 
of currency as given I embrace both the circu- 
lation and deposits, as is obviously just: 


’ Amount Amount 
Year, of currency. of imports. 
We vscccwnssgansnnaiienens amen --$186,000,000 $149,895,742 
FONG osccianvcccdecienles abocadeunel 255,000,000 189,980,035 | 
LEDY vscasnschbeape stalabadawebtecdddaied - 276,000,000 140,989,217 
Fillibnnccstvédaetabesbiiideunseaiaas dias . 200,000,000 113,717,404 | 
SOD kc acdetpivvoradancecivvectaniesxcems 377,000,000 261,468,520 | 
TOGG.. <onodsvsgedbasvnstovtst soscslstadalate 408,000,000 314,639,942 | 
TET sssnocvjubbmheciadibecneanals 445,000,000 360,890,141 
LoD incxssseiabinrionierele icodaheata eee 041,000,000 282,613,150 


The affinity observable in this tableis broken, 
as will be seen, only in a single instance, and 
thatis capable of aspecialexplanation. Ifwe 
were to examine the statistics of export for the 
same periods, we should perceive acorrespond- 
ing tendency to decline, though not as uniform 
as the increase of imports nor as marked when 
the whole volume ofthe currency, including gold 
and paper, is depreciated, as when the paper 
alone is depreciated, marked by premium on | 
gold, as is now the case. The operation of | 
this law has been apparent during the past few 
years. Having an inadequate supply of gold | 
to meet the adverse balance, we have been sup- | 
plementing it with our national bonds, until | 
now nearly or quite a thousand millions are | 
owned abroad, requiring a large instaliment of | 
gold to pay the annual interest. And still the 

emand cogtinues and still it must continue in 











| end. 








| 
| 


| 


greater or less degree 
disorders remain. 

But, Mr. President, we are told that there 
are sections largely interested in maintaining 
the present order of things; that there are sec- 
tions even which require an addition to the 
currency volume, and insist that it will not 
retard a healthy movement toward the desired 
I cannot admit it. Wherever the idea 
prevails it is a fatal delusion. The true in- 
terests of all classes demand that we shall 
escape from the evils of the hour, and the still 
greater dangers which menace expansion, and 
no portion more than the agricultural element 
of our population. It enjoys less of the ben- 
efits and experiences more of the injury inci- 
dent to such a situation than any other. 
Through all the fluctuations of our currency 
before the war, when general prices rose, those 
of wheat and cotton invariably exhibited a 
smaller ratio of increase than any others. In 
other words, the producers paid proportion- 
ately more for what they bought, and received 
proportionately less for what they sold. The 
reason may be stated ina word. These were 
the great articles of export. They came in 
competition with foreign products in foreign 
markets. Their price, therefore, was regulated 
by the common standard of value in the com- 
mercial world, which was lower than the 
special standard of value created in our own 
country by an expanded currency. Hence 
they were relatively lower than other domestic 
articles. The same general effect is seen in the 
case now before us. It is true gold and paper 
are not now kept side by side, paper being de- 
preciated as compared with gold. But gold 
itself, notwithstanding its premium, is really 
cheaper than other commodities, and wheat, 
therefore, which follows gold more closely than 
any other prominentarticle,is relatively cheaper 
than any other. But the proof is not limited 
to these later years; the disparity exists when- 
ever and wherever there are currency disor- 
ders, and hence the argument of the producers 
in favor of the earliest practicable escape from 
a situation prejudicial to them now, and which 
would become more intolerable by fostering the 
cause which created it. 

Now, Mr. President, I come to another argu- 
ment which requires a moment’s consideration 
in this connection. In some quarters, where 
the present currency difficulties are recognized, 
it is suggested that they will disappear with the 
development of trade and production ; in other 
words, that the wants of the country will soon 
grow up even to the plethora of the present 
supply. This idea has plausibility and some- 
thing of fact ; but, after all, it is based upon a 
fundamental misconception of the character 
and purposes of money. ‘The circulating 
medium of a country bears no such relation to 
its wealth and business that it needs to expand 
in the same proportion. The circulation of 
the Bank of England was Jess in 1865 than 
in 1845. The aggregate circulation of Scotland 
has diminished since 1826, though for a —_ 
time it was absolutely unlimited by law an« 
intelligently regulated only by self-interest. 
The total bank circulation of Great Britain, as 
shown by the letters of Mr. George Walker, 
in 1868 was actually less by two millions in 
that year than in 1844, though in the mean 
time the wealth of the United Kingdom had 
doubled. Money is not needed or wanted for 
its own sake. Apart from being the standard 
of value, its great purpose is to serve as the 
medium of exchange, as the instrument with 
which transfers are made and indebtedness dis- 
charged. It is true, civilization brings numer- 
ous other agencies into play as substitutes for 
money in this capacity. Deposits, checks, 
drafts, and other banking instrumentalities are 
thus employed, while the vast modern increase 
in the rapidity and extent of internal communi- 
cation enables the same volume of circulation 
to effect a far larger number of transactions. 

The second part of the bill under considera- 
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80 long as our present | tion—that which provides for new banks with 


specie notes and specie redemption—is mach 
more serious if designed to take effect as a pres- 
ent practical measure. The principle is sound, 
but if it is worth much for immediate applica- 
tion it should be applied to the whole bank sys- 
tem, and the impracticability of this is appar- 
ent. The proposed notes would of course be 
convertible into gold and equivalent to gold. 
It would therefore be impossible to keep them 
in circulation, except it may be on the Pacific 
side, where gold is now used as the circulating 


| medium. Gold, stillata premium as compared 


with the general currency of the country, would 
still be a commodity and still subject to spec- 
ulation. The specie notes would simply be 


| used to draw out the gold gathered in those 


banks redeeming in specie. We might as well 
attempt to drive into general circulation the 
old now occasionally sold from the Treasury. 
Ve cannot keep a note worth eighty cents and 
another worth a hundred cents, both denom- 
inated a dollar, promiscuously circulating. It 
cannot be auswered that the difference in 


| value will be recognized by the community, 
| and that business will adjust itself to the partic- 


cular medium in which it is conducted, for the 
same difference of value exists now between 
paper and gold, and it does not bring the latter 
into circulation. 

History does not furnish an instance where 
two unequal currencies have been maintained 
side by side. On the contrary, from the time 
of the clipped coins of Amsterdam down to the 
present, whenever by law or by other operations 
two currencies of different values have been 











established, the one of greater value has inva- 
riably retired from the field. ‘l'wo pertinent 
illustrations in our own experience come to 
my mind. The law establishing the Mint, rated 
one ounce of gold as worth fifteen ounces of 
silver and regulated the coinage on this basis. 
But an ounce of gold was worth more than 
fifteen ounces of silver; and, notwithstand- 
| ing over five millions of gold were coined, 
| scarcely any of it could be kept in our domestic 
circulation. It was used to pay balances 
| abroad where it was worth more, or melted 
| into bullion, which possessed greater value 
than the coin. When the law was changed to 
remedy the difficulty this singular result was 
seen: an ounce of gold was now rated at 
sixteen ounces of silver, and it turned out as 
the former valuation was two low, the latter 
was as much too high, and the difficulty was 
not removed, but only reversed. Instead of 
gold it was now silver which could not be kept 
|in domestic circulation and which steadily 
| flowed abroad. It was only when another 
| modification of the law fixed the true relation 


| proper equilibrium was restored and preserved. 
I need not dwell uponthis matter. ‘The fact 
| that two unequal currencies cannot be kept in 
| the same business intercourse, is supported by 
| the experience of mankind and the plainest 
principles of political economy. Gold con- 
| tracts, there may and ought to be, based upon 
| specie values. This would now seem to be safe 
under the decision of the courts, though the 
small extent to which it is used shows the won- 
derful tendency to follow the common measure. 
I do not, however, see any grave objection to 
this feature of the bill becomingalaw. If I 
am correct in my views it would simply be 
unused if the privilege was accorded. I see 
no possibility of a currency equivalent to gold 
| except by lifting our present currency to par 
| with gold. When this is done, as it may be 
| and I hope will be, the authority conferred by 
| the measure can well be put to more general 
,; use, and indeed may be properly made the 
foundation in practice, as well as the theory of 
our whole beakhnn system. * 
One more suggestion and I have done. The 
West and the South ask fora larger proportaon 
of the circulation. For one I am most will- 


| ing, provided it be accompanied by no expan- 
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sion. I do not speak of a reduction of the vol- | 
| of the Treasury shall require the national banks to | 


ume, for, however desirable and however im- 
portant in the work of resumption, it is not to 
be found in this bill, if indeed it shall be in 
any which receives the assent of Congress. 
How much larger proportion they, the South 
and West, would absorb if it were directly 
given to these districts is a matter of uncer- 
tainty. ‘The uniform currency of a country 
tends to distribute itself throughout the differ- 
ent sections according to the same natural laws 
which [ havealready noticed,each taking ashare 
proportioned to its trade and demands. Upon 
this principle, though it may not rigorously 
apply to our large domain and diversified in- 
terests, any increase, from whatever locality, is 
not necessarily held in a particular district, but 
diffuses itself in accordance with the require- 
ments of trade and the demands of business. 
| appreciate, however, the argument that the 
more sparsely-settled and less wealthy districts 
of country ought to have at least a proportion- 
ate share of actual currency, because they have 
less of the substitutes which come with ad- 
vanced society. 

If, then, it is still insisted that this will only 
take place by the establishment of banks in 
these localities it should be done in such a 
way, as I before remarked, as will not operate 
to increase the present volume. I should pre- 
fer, nevertheless, desiring to curtail raeree | of 
to extend, with a view to early resumption, 
that this claim should not be urged. Ifa sys- 
tem of banking based upon the proposed new 
securities or consols, entirely free, with only 
such restrictions as are essential to absolute 
security and to make every note redeemable 
in gold, is adopted, then every section, as we 
reach the specie basis, can have the amount 
of currency it needs and can provide for. In 
the mean time it is my desire that we should 
hold as nearly as possible to those just and 
salutary maxims the observance of which is 
more than ever important in a period of de- 
rangement like the present. 

I see little in this bill to aggravate the evils 
of the hour. In view of the Secretary’s plan for 
funding the debt and furnishing the new bond 
for banking purposes in place of the old, it may 
he the best we can hope to get. Atall events 
1 come forward with no pet measure of my 
own. The difference is not so much regarding 
specific measures as upon the general princi- 
sles involved; and for this reason I[ have been 
fod as I proceeded with the discussion, to dwell 
rather upon the latter than upon the former. 
In these principles, the interests of all classes 
and sections are practically identical, and as 
under the guidance of loftiest patriotism we 
emerged from the dark shadows of war, so 
under the direction of highest duty we shall 
emerge from the great evils of our present 
Snancial disorder. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is 
in Committee of the Whole and open to amend- 
ment. If no amendment be offered it will, be 
reported to the Senate. 

The bill was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER. There is an amendment 
which I sent to the Chair yesterday which I 
desire to introduce as a substitute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment will be reported. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to strike out all of the bill after the enact- 
ing clause and to insert in lieu thereof the 
Ollowing: 


That the present limit of $300,000,000 as the aggre- 
gate amountot issuesof circulating notes by national 
sanks be, and the same is hereby, extended, so that 
the aggregate amount issued and to be issued may 
amount to but shall not exceed $500,000,000; and the 
additional issue hereby authorized shall be so dis- 
tributed, if demanded, as to give to each State and 
lerritory its just proportion of the whole amount of 
circulating notes aceording to population, subject to 
all the provisions of law authorizing national banks 
in so far as such provisions are not modified by this 
act: Provided, That for each dollar of additional 
currency issued under the provisions of this act there 
shall be withdrawn and canceled one dollar of legal- 
tender issues, 
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Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 


whom may be awarded any part of the additional 
circulating notes authorized by the first section of 
this act, to —— before the delivery thereto of any 
such notes with the Treasurer of the United States, as 
security for such circulation, registered bonds of the 
description authorized by the third section of this 
act, in the proportionof not less than $100 of bonds for 
each and every eighty dollars of notes to bedelivered; 
and the Secretary of the Treasury shall require from 
existing national banks, in substitution of the bonds 
already deposited with the Treasurer of the United 
States as security for their circulating notes, a deposit 
of registered bonds authorized by the third section 
of this act to an amount not less than $100 of bonds 
for every eighty dollars of notes that has been, or 
may hereafter be, delivered to such banks, exclusive 
of such amounts as have been canceled. And if any 
national bank shall not furnish to the Treasurer of 
the United States the new bonds, as required by this 
act, within three months after having been notified 
by the Secretary of the Treasury of his readiness to 
deliver such bonds, it shall be theduty of the Treas- 
urer, 80 long as such delinquency exists, to retain 
from the interest as may become due and payable on 
the bonds, belonging to such delinquent banks on 
deposit with him as security for circulating notes, so 
much of such interest as shall be in excess of four per 
cent, perannum onthe amount of such bonds, which 
excess shall be placed tothe credit of thesinking fund 
of the United States; and all claims thereto on the 
part of such delinquent banks shall cease and determ- 
ine from that date; and the percentage of currency 
delivered or to be delivered to any bank shall in no 
case exceed eighty Pe cent. of the face value of the 
bonds deposited with the Treasurer as security there- 
for, Nor shall more than four per cent, interest be 
hereafter allowed on any bonds deposited or to be 
deposited as security for such Ourreticy. 

Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to issue, on the credit of the United States 
from time to time, coupon or registered bonds of 
such denomination not less than fifty dollars, as he 
may think proper, to the amount of $09 000,000, 
redeemable in coin at the pleasure of the Govern- 
ment at any time after twenty years, and payable in 
coin at sixty years from date, and bearing interest 
at the rate of four per cent. per annum, payable 
semi-annually in coin; and such bonds may be dis- 
posed of at the discretion of the Secretary, either in 
the United States or elsewhere, at not less than their 
par value, for coin, or for United States notes, na- 
tional bank notes, or fractional currency; or may be 
exchanged for any of the obligations of the United 
States of whatever character that may be outstand- 
ing at the date of the issue of such bonds, And if in 
the opinion of the Seeretary of the Treasury it is 
thought advisable to issue a larger amount of four 


per cent. bonds for any of the purposes herein re- | 


cited than would be otherwise authorized by this 
section of this act, such further issues are hereby 
authorized: Provided, That there shall be no in- 
crease in the aggregate debt of the United States in 
consequence of any issues authorized by this act. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the bonds 
authorized by this act shall beexempt from all taxa- 
tion by or under national, State, ormunicipal author- 
ity. Nor shall there be any tax upon, or abatement 
from, the interest or income thereof. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all the pro- 
visions of existing laws in relation to forms, inscrip- 
tions, devices, dies, and paper, and the printing, 
attestation, sealing, signing and counterfeiting, as 
may be applicable, shall apply to the bonds issued 
under this act; and asum not exceeding one per cent. 
of the amount of bonds issued under this act is hereby 
appropriated to pay the expense of preparing and 
issuing the same and disposing thereof. 


Sno. 6, And be it further enacted, That all acts or | 
parts of acts inconsistent with this act be, and the | 


same are hereby, repealed. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I presume it is not the in- 
tention of the Senators who have this bill in 
charge to bring it to a vote to-day. They seem 
not to have that disposition—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope we shall have a 
vote on the passage of the bill to-day. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I heard the desire expressed 
by other Senators who took an interest in it 
that it should 
with that view | had proposed to move to post- 
pone its further consideration for the present 
and proceed to the consideration of Senate 
bill No. 351. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will state frankly to the 


Senate that the bill which is now pending—not | 


the amendment that is offered, because that is 
a funding bill, which subject is now under the 
consideration of the Committee on Finance— 
is confined to two subjects. An increase of the 
banking currency to the extent of $45,000,000, 
with authority to issue coin notes to certain 
States, for it can only be in certain States, is 
a preliminary measure, and the Committee on 


Finance are very anxious to have the action | 


of the Senate on that measure before they pro- 
ceed to the consideration of other bills now 








a 








o over until to-morrow, and | 








annual message. 





pending. I hope the bill will not excite much 
debate. It plainly, to a certain extent at a 
so far as it goes, goes to relieve a great in: 
— in the distribution of banking Citenla. 
tion. It does not go as far as some Sesahe, 
desire, but certainly it goes in the right a 
tion. It does not contract the currency a 
doesit expand the currency, but leaves matters 
stand just as they are. iy 

The amendment now offered by the Senas, 
from Massachusetts introduces a great Vadis 
of topics. The very proposition that he offes, 
as an ainendment is before the Committee on 
Finance, and is being daily considered jn egy. 
nection with other measures of a similar char. 
acter, It has no pertinence and no relation 
to the subject-matter of the bill under consid. 
eration. ‘The first section of his amendmey; 
it is true, does relate to the subject-matter, anq 
it is in the same line. He proposes to increas, 
the limit of banking circulation to $500,000, 
upon a retirement of greenbacks. The com. 
mittee have reported this bill for a temporary 
increase, to increase the volume $45,000,009 
upon the retirement of the three per cent. coy. 
tificates. If the Senator from Massachusetts jg 
not content to take the action of the commit. 
tee and wait till the report of the committe, 
on his bill, which is now being fairly and fully 
considered, and desires to precipitate a general 
discussion upon the funding system, upon a 
substitution of bank notes for greenbacks, and 
upon the forms of the bonds to be the basis of 
our banking system—if that is his desire, as q 
matter of course this discussion will be very 
much prolonged. But I appeal to him, and | 
appeal to all the Senators around me, whether 
it is not better to pass this bill in the form 
reported by the Committee on Finance, leaving 
all the other questions which must necessarily 
come up in a bill to be hereafter reported, and 
soon to be reported, I trust, after it has been 
fully and maturely considered, and then every 
Senator will have an opportunity to present his 
financial views in extenso. 

The present bill does nothing in the world 
except to extend the limit of the present bank 
cireulation $45,000,000, for the benefit of the 
southern States mostly and for the benefit of 
the western States, without changing any exist- 
ing provision of law, and in order to avoid the 
question of the expansion of the currency to 
retire $45,000,000 of three per cent. certifi- 
cates. It ought not to open any general dis- 
cussion, and therefore I am very much sur- 
prised to hear a motion made to postpone this 
bill and take up any other. I trust we may have 
the action of the Senate on the pending prop: 
osition without its being complicated with the 
great variety of matters which will necessarily be 
involved in a financial discussion. If the Sen- 
ate are disinclined to pass this bill let us have 
the benefit of that determination, and get it out 
of the way entirely forever, so that we may go 
on with the consideration of other questions. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The Senator will under: 
stand that I am not hostile to his bill, but I 
supposed the Senate were not prepared to come 
to a final vote upon it to-day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Onthe contrary, I desire 
to inform the Senator that I hope to get a vote 
to-day; and if the discussion on the bill were 
confined to the points really involved in it [ 
do not really think there would be any sub- 
stantial difference of opinion on the subject. 
I have heard the discussion on both sides o! 
the Chamber, from both parties, for three or 
four years, and I believe there is not a Senator 
here of any party or of any section who does 
not concede that some provision must be made 
for the redistribution of bank circulation at 
this session. For the present we propose & 
partial one; and the plan suggested of retiring 
the three per cent. certificates now meets the 
sanction, esas say, of almost every branch of 
the Government. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury recommends it in his report ; the President 
of the United States recommends it in his 
I do not know that any 
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»eetion has been made to it even in the public 
-. It seems to be conceded that this is 
‘ho most innocent way in which this now press- 
necessity of a partial redistribution of bank 
“ylation can be brought about. 
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[he proposition for free banking on a coin 
pasis, 1 believe, also meets the general assent 
of our constituents in all parts of our country. | 
jhe only doubt that has been suggested in the 


consideration of the subject is whether such 
hanks would be organized ; but that doubt has 
~ n replied to by the actual offer of large 


cory > - ’ 
»mfie coast and in New York to organize 
Pacilie 5 


them upon the basis of existing law. I trust, 
therefore, we shall proceed with the considera- 
tion of this bill, adopt such amendments to it 
gs the Senate think proper, and then pass it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Minnesota insist upon his mo- 


jon? 

Nor. RAMSEY. Not if the Senate desire to 
go on with the pending bill; but I have charge 
of another bill of great importance which I 
should like to have disposed of. 

Mr. POMEROY. I thought as this bill 
could not be disposed of to-day that we might 
be allowed to pass some other bills. 

Mr. SHERMAN, 
it out of the way. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I withdraw my motion if 
it is the desire of the Senate to go on with the 
discussion of the pending bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Minnesota withdraws his motion, and 
the question recurs on the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senatorfrom Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
SumyeEr. | 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I desire to 
detain the Senate but a few minutes on this 
subject. I think, in the first place, there ought 
to be some understanding in regard to whether 
this bill is t0 be a finality upon the subject of 
the redistribution of the currency, or whether 
it is putin this form with the expectation or de- 
sire thet the bill which passed the Senate at the 
lastsessionand is now pending in the House of 
Representatives shall become a law. We have 
passed a bill by which $30,000,000 of currency 
is to be taken from the eastern States having an 
excess and given to the western States. If 

this bill is intended as supplemental to that, 
then it will produce a redistribution to the 
extent of $75,000,000. But I rather under- 
stand from the language of the Senator from 
Qhio, the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, in his statement yesterday and in 
what he has just said, that this is intended as 
a substitute for the other bill. He speaks of 
itas being a more harmless and more inno- 
cent way of bringing about this redistribution 
than by taking currency from the eastern 
States. If this is to be a substitute for the 
other bill, then it does not go far enough. If 
it is intended as supplemental to the other bill, 
and the amount of $45,000,000 is fixed under 


Let us finish this and get 


passed in the House, then it does go perhaps 
far enough, and perhaps further than some 
might insist upon going. I do not wish to vote 
for this bill in its present form if it is to be 
regarded as a substitute for the other bill, for 
it does not give currency enough to the West. 


Discussing it very briefly in the light of a | 
substitute for the other bill, and as intended to | 


furnish to the West all the new currency that 


they are to have, several things can be said | 
In the first place, the bill in its pres- | 


about it. 
ent form is a bill to result in a contraction of 
the currency—a substantial and real coutrac- 
tion—to the extent of about seven million dol- 
lars. This is demonstrable. The $45,000,000 
of three per cent. certificates are used as cur- 
rencynow. ‘They stand absolutely in the place 
of so many greenbacks. This is admitted 
not only in the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, but in the argument of the chairman 


of the committee; and he proposes to substi- 
tute $45,000,000 of national bank notes for 





$45,000.000 of three percent. certificates upon 
the ground that the one exactly takes the place 
of the other. 

Sir, this is a mistake, 


* 


It would lack exactly 


| $6,750,000 of taking the place ofthe $45,000, 000 
of currency in three per cent. certificates ; and | 


how? Because the three per cent. certificates 
are not to be supported by any reserve that is 
to be locked up in the vaults of the banks; but 


| the $45,000,000 of national bank notes to be 


|| issued in lieu of them are to be supported bya 
reserve of fifteen per cent. of legal-tender notes, | 


»orations and wealthy individuals on the | 








which are thus practically withdrawn from cir- 
culation and locked up in the vaults of the 
banks. Therefore, we part with $45,000,000 
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| although it was not known exactly how it was 


brought about or what was the cause of the 
increased stringency. Then this bill patting in 
lieu of the outstanding $45,000,000 of certifi- 
cates $45,000,000 of bank notes, and they re- 
quiring a withdrawal from circulation of nearly 
seven million dollars more of the legal tender 
notes, will produce a still further contraction, 
making the whole amount of contraction 
nearly thirty-three million dollars, adding the 
$7,000,000 of withdrawal to sustain these 
$45,000,000 of national bank notes to the 
contraction that has already taken place in the 


| three per cent. certificates. 


of three per cent. certificates that now take the | 


place of $45,000,000 of legal-tender notes, and 
we receive in lieu of them $45,000,000 of 
national bank notes, accompanied with a with- 
drawal of nearly seven million dollars of legal 


| tendersfrom circulation ; sothat, in point of fact, | 

we receive only $38,000,000 for $45,000,000, || 
| The notes that are held asa reserve by the | 
| national banks, that they are required to keep || 
there constantly to the amount of fifteen per | 


cent., are effectually withdrawn from circula- 
|tion. ‘They constitute no part of it; and this 
addition of $45,000,000 to the $300,000,000 of 
national bank notes already outstanding would 
require an additional reserve of nearly seven 
million dollars; so that, in point of fact, this 


| seven million dollars. 

It may be said that this contraction of 
$7,000,000 is a smallitem, Sir, itis not very 
small. The withdrawal of $7,000,000 from 
circulation would be felt sensibly by the busi- 
ness men of this country. 

But, sir, there is another fact not to be lost 
sight of: that contraction has been going on 
for the last eighteen months. The country 
has hardly been aware of it. We have felt it 
in one way: we have felt that there was an 
increased stringency in the money market. 
Money has been growing somewhat scareer. 
We scarcely knew how it was. But that has 
been the fact; and especially has that fact 
been felt, and painfully felt, in the Northwest. 

How has this contraction been going on? 
Why, sir, up to the meeting of Congress on 
the 1st of December the currency has been 
contracted $21,000,000 in seventeen months, 
as is shown by the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. These three per cents. have 
stood in the place of circulation all the time. 
They have not all been held by the banks as 
reserve; but those that have not beemheld by 
the banks have been used as circulation in the 
payment of debts continually. They could not 
be held as investments. Three per cent. inter- 
est was too small. Men would not hold them 
as investments. They have been used as circu- 
lation. Sometimes, and ordinarily, I am told, 


| in the New York market they have been sold 


‘‘flat,’’ in the language of Wall street; that is 


|| to say, without taking the interest into account. 
the expectation that the other bill is to be | 


Where the interest was nearly due it has some- 
times been accounted for in the transaction, 
but generally not; so that the excess not held 
by the banks as reserve has, in point of fact, 
made a part of the circulation continually. 
| What does the Secretary say about that in his 
report? 

He says: 

“On the 30th of June, 1868, the amount of outstand- 


ing three per cent. certificates and compound-inter- 
est notes convertible into three per cent. certificates 





| was $71,604,890. On the 30th of June, 1869, the amount 


outstanding was $54,991,410, showing a reduction of 
$16,613,480 in that form of indebtedness. 

**On the Ist of December, 1869, the amount out- 
standing was still further reduced to $49,716,150, 
showing a total reduction in seventeen months of 
$21,888,740.” 

Since that report was written $4,000,000 
more have been retired, so that the absolute 
contraction of the currency up to the time when 
the amount of these certificates was reduced 
to $45,000,000 was over twenty-five million 
| dollars, nearly twenty-six million dollars ; and 
| I say that the country has felt this contraction, 


While I have been steadily opposed to the 
expansion of the currency ever since I have 


|| had the honor to be a member of this body, | 


| bill does work an absolute contraction of nearly | 


|| have always been opposed to contraction, and 
J PI 


I think the sense of Congress has been ex- 
pressed time and again within the last three 


|| years against the contraction of the currency. 


1 do not agree entirely with the distinguished 
Senator from New York, [Mr. Fenroy,] who 
has made a speech to which I have just listened 
with great pleasure, that our currency is in 
excess; and I am still more satisfied of that 
than ever. I read with some surprise in the 
report of Mr. Wells, the Special Commissioner 
of the Revenue, his argument that the depre- 
ciation of the currency rested upon its excess, 
and that there was a great excess of some two or 
three hundred millions. Sir, that argument is 
not a sound one. The comparison that he and 
others draw in regard to the volume of cur- 
rency existing, for instance, in the English 
empire—England, Scotland, and Ireland—as 
compared with the volume of currency exist- 
ing here is wholly unfair. In England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, with an area of only about 
| twice that of New York, and with a popula- 
tion, say, of thirty-five millions—— 

Mr. SHERMAN, ‘Twenty-seven millions. 

Mr. MORTON. More than that. It was 
twenty-eight millions in 1860. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In Great Britain? 

Mr. MORTON. Great Briiain and Ireland. 
But assuming, if you please, for the sake of 
| the argument that they have got forty millions 
to make their population equal to ours, I say 
that forty million people collected in an area 
not more than twice as large as the State of 
New York, say one hundred and eighteen thou- 
sand square miles, would not require more 
than one third of the amount of currency that 
would be required by forty million peogle scat- 
tered over an area fifty times as large as the 
| State of New York. 
| The pound note that is received in London 

this morning can be paid out this evening at 
Dublin or at Edinburgh. A man goes from 
one side of the kingdom to the other in a day. 
At every man’s elbow in England there is a 


savings-bank or a bank of deposit, and | 
earnings and profits of this week are loaned 


out by the banks next week and pass into 
immediate circulation. Every man has facil- 
ities there for bank credits and for the use of 
bank checks, and they go very much further 
there in supplying the country with currency 
than they do in this country. 

We have a country extending from the Gulf 
to the St. Lawrence, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, more than twenty-five times as large 
as the entire area of England and Scotland and 
Ireland. Three fourths of our people have not 
access to banks. The farmer and the country 
merchant and the trader and the manufacturer 
when they receive money keep it in their hou 
until they pay it outagain. They do not de 
it in the savings institutions, to be loaned 
to-morrow. Sir, the ten-dollar bill wi 
used in a county in Iowa will not change h 
half a dozen times while the same ten-dollar 
bill would change hands a hundred times tn 


Massachusetts or in London. We can all under 
stand how forty million people living in the 
narrow limits of the British empire would not 


require for their commercial relations one third 
| of the currency that would be required by the 
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a 
same number of people scattered over an im- | thirty per cent. before three months. The | I undertake to say that there is no 

|| currency has no more actual value to-day than 
| it had six months ago. 


mense country like ours. We can all under- 
stand that; so that all comparisons made by 
Mr. Wells or by others between the volume of 
currency used in this country and the volume 
of currency used in other countries are unsound, 
because the population being comparatively 
sparse, money does not pass from hand to hand 
so readily, and actual currency must supply the 
lace of bank credits, bank checks, and saving 
institutions. 

Then, Mr. President, another comparison is 
made constantly which is unsound. Persons 
compare the volume of currency now with what 
was the volume of currency in this country 
before the war. Thatis wholly illusory. Before 
the war we had $450,000,000, We had over 
two hundred million dollars of paper. The 
banks had about ninety millions of gold and 
silver in their vaults in the form of a reserve. 
At that Lime gold and silver were part of the 
currency, and there was not less than from 
one hundred to one hundred and fifty mil- 
lion dollars of gold and silver in circulation 
and held by the people. So that it is safe to 
say that there were at least $450,000,000 of 
paper and of coin in circulation before the war, 
Now we have about seven hundred million 
dollars ; but how does the case stand? We 
have now nine millions more of people. The 
area over which our currency is now scattered 
has been increased at least one fifth since 1860. 

But there is another very great difference 
which has not been taken into consideration, 
and that is this: that the currency of the States 
before the war was not good outside of the 
States issuing it, and consequently transactions 
in different parts of the country were conducted 
by bills of exchange; but now bills of exchange 
are not used in that way once where they were 
used a hundred times before. Our currency 
is equally good in every part of the country. 
‘The express companies carry it for a very small 
sum indeed, and there are millions and almost 
hundred of millions in actual transit all the 
time from one part of this nation to another in 





the payment of debts; and thus our currency 
has a use and a demand for it that did not exist 
before the war while State currency was con- 
fined to the limits of the particular State. 
Then, sir, there is another great difference. 
We have now to collect more than double the 
amount of revenue that we did before the war. 
That requires a largely increased volume of 
currency to afford the facilities for doing it. 
The G6vernment is now required to hold a 
large amount of currency on hand, which is 
withdrawn from circulation for the time being— 
much larger than before the war. There are 
many other circumstances that I might refer | 
to, all going to show that a comparison between 
the volume of currency before the war and that 
which exists now is deceptive, and that no fair | 
reasoning can be based upon it. We require 
a much larger volume of currency, and the 
depreciation of the currency does not, as I 
helieve, depend upon the volume of it, but 
depends upon other causes; it depends upon 
the fact that it is irredeemable, that no time | 
has been fixed when it shall be redeemed, that 
there is no reasonable pepe before the 
country now that it will be redeemed in two, 
three, or four years. I shall not go over the 
argument I made before in regard to the plan 
of returning to specie payments. I believe that 
time and the experience of this country will 
vindicate the reasoning of the speech that I | 
made on that subject last year. | 
Now, sir, the currency of the country has 
been estimated to-day as being worth eighty- | 
| 
! 








three cents on the dollar. There has been a 
decline in the premium on gold of about ten | 
cents within four months. A good many seem 
to think that the price of gold will continue to 
decline until we return to specie payments. I 
do not think so. It is entirely within the range 
of possibility that gold will be at a premium 
of forty per cent. before twelve months from 
this time; that it may be at a premium of 





The price of gold has 


| been brought down. There are several reasons 


i 


for it. In the first place, many of those who 
were engaged in dealing in gold in New York 
were broken up recently. The gold gamblers 
have been deeply wounded; many of them 
have had to retire from the field. It will be 
some time before others take their places ; but 
they will come in and take their places, and 
there are very intelligent financiers now who 
are looking forward to a rise in the price of 
gold at no very distant day. 
Then, Mr. President, there is another reason 
why the price of gold has declined at the pres- 
ent time. We had very large crops last year. 
We sent an unusually large portion of our 
agricultural productions abroad. We had more 
wheat in the country on the Ist day of October 
than ever before—twice as much as we have 
ever had before in this country. Our agri- 
cultural productions have gone abroad, and to 
some extent supplied the place of exchange, 
and the demand for gold was thus diminished. 
But if we should have a failure in the wheat 
crop next year, a general prostration in busi- 
ness, or a partial failure in the cotton crop, 
we have no security that the price of gold will 
not go up again. It may go as high as it has 
been at any time within the last eighteen 
months. ‘Therefore, in providing for a system 
of banking it is not safe to calculate that gold 
will never again go above 120, or that we are 
done with fluctuations or speculations in the 
gold market. Sir, we have no security what- 
ever against them. 
Mr. President, there is a feature in this bill 
providing for establishing banks ona coin basis, 
requiring those banks to redeem their notes in 
gold, and only requiring them to have twenty- 
five per cent. of gold in their vaults. You 
may establish banks successfully on the Pacific 
States, where our paper has never circulated 
on that principle ;. but I am confident it cannot 
be done on this side of the Rocky mountains. 
It cannot be done in the city of New York, and 
I think it is dangerous for the Government to 
attempt to establish banks upon that basis ; 
and I will give you the reason why. 
The Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHerMAn] yes- 
terday, in his very clear statements, made one 
that I think is somewhat calculated to give 
a wrong impression. He said these banks 
would be established in the principal cities of 
the Kast, especially in New York, and in the 
southern States, because already there were 
transactions there to a large amount carrie 
on in gold. I think the Senator is mistaken 
about that. Ido not understand that to be 
the character of those transactions. 
The Senator informs me that there are 
$50,000,000 of gold notes now used. He means 
by that the certificates issued by the Secretary 
of the Treasury for gold deposited. I shallcome 
to that in a few minutes. The actual transac- 
tions in gold in New York scarcely amount to 
anything except transactions between the im- 
orters and the persons with whom they deal 
in other countries. Those transactions must 
be carried on in gold, and they make a continual 
drain of gold from this country, which will 
continue until the balance of trade has turned. 
But the importers sell their goods to the job- 
bers, and many of the jobbers to the western 
merchants, upon a gold basis; but that does not 
mean that they are to be paid for in gold, and 
they are not paid for in gold one time ina 
thousand. There is no gold in the transaction, 
but they are sold for gold with this understand- 
ing: that when the debt becomes due they are 
to be paid for in currency at the value of gold at 
thatdate. Ifa western merchant buys $10,000 
worth of goods in New York, to be paid for in 
gold, what does it amount to? It amounts 
simply to this: that when the debt becomes 
due he pays it in curreney according to the 
price of gold on the day when the debt becomes 
due; but there is no gold in the transaction. 
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transaction out of a thousand that are mad 


between citizens of this country. 
Mr. HOWE. I want to ask the Senato 

* : . . rs 
question if he will allow me, and that ig jf ; 
is not his opinion that the gold notes jg, a 
under the bill would be redeemed in preci ued 
the same way, if redeemed at all—redeemed ;. 
currency at the price of gold when they w . 
presented at the counter? 

Mr. MORTON. LI think that would be th, 
fact; and I was coming to the effect of * haa 
gold notes. I think the Senator from Wis. 
consin is right; but nowI speak of the gold 
certificates. What are those certificates? A 
man having $1,000,000 in gold deposits jt f, 
safe-keeping, and that principally and for eo». 
venience, because it is easier to carry a certif. 
icate in his pocket than to carry $1,000,099 
in gold about him. He deposits the gold fo, 
security and convenience in the Treasury of 
the United States, and he gets a certificate tha: 
he has deposited that much there, which ean 
be drawn at any time by the presentation of 
the certificate. Do these certificates circulate 
as currency? No, sir; never. They are ey;. 
dence simply of so much gold deposited jy 
the sub-Treasury at New York. It is a nice. 
safe place to keep the gold. If the depositor 
goes on to the gold exchange to sell that gold 
he does not carry his gold with him, but the 
certificate is sold and that draws the gold. 

The Government is bound to keep on hand 
every dollar of the gold that is represented }y 
these certificates, I undertake to say that ij 
the Government should allow the stock of gold 
in the Treasury to ran down $10,000,000 below 
the amount of certificates that are out, and that 
fact was found out, there would be a run upon 
the Treasury immediately. The Government 
dare not put out one dollar of gold that is rep. 
resented by these certificates, but it must keep 
dollar for dollar. There is a constant demand 
for gold there to sell to importers and to other 
persons who have to use gold in the arts. The 
latter demand is not a very large amount it is 
true ; but this demand has to be supplied, and 
if the Government should use the gold in the 
Treasury so as not to have a sufficient amount 
to redeem the certificates, and that fact was to 
be found out, there would be an immediate 
run. Therefore the Government cannot issue a 
= certificate in safety except upon the con- 

ition that the gold shall be kept in the Treas. 
ury to be returned to the person holding the 
certificate any day, and there is no possible 
advantage to the Government in having the 
gold there. It has never been shown to me 
that the Government has derived or can derive 
one cent of profit from having these deposits 
of gold mele in the Treasury. It is entirely 
for the convenience of the people, and it is 
perhaps well enough ; but it is a matter of no 
profit at all. It is almost in the nature of a 
special deposit. It is true the Government is 
not required to pay out the same identical bag 
of gold that the depositor placed there, but it 
must always have that amount of gold on hand 
to present to the man who brings the certificate. 
Yow, sir, suppose you establish banks whose 
notes are to be redeemed in coin in the city of 
New York. I should like to ask a question 
of the distinguished chairman, who has paid 
great attention to this subject. These gold 
notes are issued by a bank, and they must repre- 
sent gold absolutely, and there must be a dol- 
lar in the vault of that bank for every dollar 
that is put out, or the bank will be broken in 
one day. I ask him if these gold notes can go 
into general circulation? The Senator from 
New York has just made a very clear state- 
ment that two circulations of unequal value can 
never float together at the same time. They 
never have done it and they never will. The 
poorer circulation, the depreciated one, always 
drives the other out; and these gold notes will 
no more go into general circulation than wil 
the gold that they represent. They cannot. 
Your greenback dollar is at twenty per cent. 
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s-nounte Your gold-note dollar is at par. 
riey cannot be interchangeable and they will 
‘be used in the common business of the 
opntry. Lhe gold notes will constitute a part 
“¢ the currency no more than the gold that 
haw represent, and if these banks do not have 
jar for dollar in their vaults they will be 
broken in one day. ; 
* Now, it is proposed to let them issue their 
toe on condition that they have twenty-five 
vor cent. of gold in their vaults. Let me see 
iow that would work. Here is a constant 
demand forgold. The importers want it every 
iy, How are they going to get it? They 
‘ay get it by buying the cash gold, as it is 
aah or they can get it by getting these gold 
ves of the banks and going and drawing the 
old on them. Consequently there must be a 
constant drain on the bank for gold. It is not 
question of credit, as it was in specie paying 
mes before, because here is a constant demand 
f» the gold; it is not in circulation; it is not 
nart of the currency; it must be bought. 
(herefore, the party wanting to import goods 
aud pay his duties can either buy a gold cer- 
tifcate of gold deposited in the Treasury, or 
buy the cash gold in the market, or buy the 
notes of these banks which are to redeem in 
vold. If he buys the certificate or if he buys 
the bank notes he must go and get the gold on 
them and pay that gold into the Treasury, so 
that there is to be a constant demand for gold 
notwithstanding the credit of the bank, | do 
not care how perfect that may be. 

But, Mr. President, let us look at it in an- 
other way. The bank is established, say, when 
gold is at twenty per cent. premium. The 
parties who have established this bank have 
started it with a capital of, say, $100,000, and 
have gone into the market and bought gold 
at 120 and have got twenty-five per cent. in 
their vaults. To-morrow comes arise in gold ; 
it goes up to 125; there is a rush for it; the 
gamblers Have tried to ‘‘corner’’ it; there is 
great demand for it; importers must have it ; 
they gather up these bank notes and rush to 
the bank with them to get gold to pay their 
The bank has not got the gold in suffi- 
cient quantity; its officers must go out and buy 
gold in the market themselves; they become 
purchasers. 
No bank ean live under such circumstances. 
lherefore, the very first gold panic that occurs 
will put the owners of these banks into the 
same position precisely with men who have 
sold gold to be deiivered in a certain time and 
have got to go out into the market and buy it, 
perhaps at a ruinous advance. These banks 
will be subject to precisely the same troubles 
and difficulties that gold gamblers are subject 
to who have sold gold to be delivered at a future 


I 


a 


autlies. 


time, and when the time comes the price has | 


gone up and they have got to go and buy it. 
the party who sells gold to be delivered in 
twenty or thirty days has the advantage of the 


, bank, because he knows when he ean be called 


upon to deliver his gold and the bank does not 


Then the bank breaks inevitably. | 


. i} 
| nary national bank paper and the legal-tender || try, have now 


notes? 
ordinary paper, either bank or legal-tender 
notes, for he says: 


‘It is probable that the demand for paper forthat 
purpose will not be less than $30,000,000. As aconse- 
quence a very large quantity of coin will be with- 
drawn from circulation, and thus practically the 
coin will be increased upon the Atlantic coast, and 
the paper in circulation in the States east of the 
Rocky mountains will be materially reduced. These 
changes will tend to diminish the difference between 
paper and coin.” 


But the fact is, according to the opinion given 


| by the Secretary of the Treasury, and I concur 


lieve it will, what then? 


with him, I do not see howit can be prevented, 
that the paper in circulation here is bound to 
go to the Pacific States, and just to the extent 
that it does go there it produces a contraction 
here. He says it will take $30,000,000, 


| 
| 
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$242,000,000 of the $300,000,000 


You will find that he refers to the |} of national currency, and the other States, hav- 


| ing nearly three fourths of the entire popula- 


| 
| 
| 


Sup- | 


pose, then, that $30,000,000 of our paper do go | 
to the Pacific States, as the Secretary predicts, | 


what is the effect? A contraction here to the 
amount of $30,000,000, That would produce 
a great stringency here. 

Now, sir, if this paper goes there, and I be- 


| believe the Pacific | 


States have lost very largely in population and | 


wealth by the course they have taken, and I 
know that some of their financiers now think 
so; that immigrants and travelers have been 


| deterred from going there because the money 
in use here would not pay their expenses there, | 


| premium. 


but had to be converted into gold at a heavy 
I say they have lost largely by their 
present policy, and I think they will change it. 
I believe that if they shall establish banks 
according to the terms of this bill they will be 
liable to the same run upon those banks for 
gold that a bank would be in New York; not 
quite so lively, because their distance would 
make a difference of seven or eight days, but 
that would be all. They cannot bank in that 
way if they have to keep on hand a dollar of 
gold for every dollar of paper they put out. 
Chere is no profit in that. Men in New York 
cannot bank in that way if they have to keep 
an equal amount of gold with the paper they 
put out. They cannot bank in that way unless 
they are allowed to put out a larger amount of 
paper than they are required to keep gold in 
their vaults, for there is where the profit is; 
if they cannot do that that system of banking 


is bound to fail. I believe that system of 


| banking if tried will fail, not only in New York 


| but in San Francisco. 


| believe that the money 
now in circulation on this side of the continent 


| is bound to go to the other, and it will, to that 


extent, produce a contraction on this side of 
the continent. So says the Secretary of the 
Treasury in his report, and I think his reason- 


| ingis good. Therefore we shall have a probable 


contraction of the currency from that cause. 
Then if we are to have but $45,000,000 

additional bank currency, that is not going to 

supply the wants of the West and South. 


| need at least $60,000,000in the Westand South 


know; it may be called upon to-morrow or || 


next day; itis at the option of its creditors. 
lt has made a loan to the people to be returned 
in gold upon call. Thatis what it amounts to. 

Now, sir, while I am wiliing to try this ex- 
periment in the Pacific States I do not believe 
it will succeed there. I think that our cur- 
rency is bound to go there—our depreciated 
currency. I think that the construction of the 
Pacific railroad, the rapid communication that 
has now been created, is bound to take the 
legal-tender notes and the ordinary national 
bank notes there ; and I know that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury concurs in that opinion. 
Allow me to read an extract from what he says 
on that subject: 

“The construction of the Pacific railroad is likely 
‘oO result in the substitution of paper for coin by the 
People on the Pacific coast.” 

Now, what kind of paper? Does he mean 
paper redeemable in gold according to the 


on this side of the Rocky mountains ; andif you 
are to take twenty or thirty million dollars, 
according to the opinion of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, from this side of the mountains 


| and put it over on the other side, we shall 


need just that much moreonthisside. I think, 
therefore, there ought to be provision made 
for supplying the wants of the Pacific States 
by the ordinary bank paper, by the ordinary 


We | 


| currency that we have onthis side of the Rocky | 
| mountains, and that we should keep that in 
| view in legislating upon this subject. 


The Senator from Ohio yesterday very clearly 
stated the great disparity between the eastern 
and western States, and he showed how it was 
brought about; that it was brought about by 
a willful violation of the law, for that could 
not have been done ignorantly; it was done 
willfully and it has resulted in great hardship 
to the western portion of our country, 

Why, sir, the New England States, together 
with New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 


edec | Delaware, and Maryland, having a little over 
terms of this bill, or does he mean the ordi- || one fourth of the entire population of the coun- 


tion, have less than fifty-eight millions. If you 
were now to add fifty or sixty millions to the 
amount the northwest and South have, there 
would still be a disparity of over one hundred 
millions. Let us, therefore, while we are at 
this, because we cannot pass another bill on 
this subject very soon, make ample provision 
for the States in the West and South. 

I am advised, Mr. President, that under this 
$45,000,000 bill the State of Indiana, the 
State of Illinois, the State of Missouri, and 
perhaps the States of Kentucky and Ohio can- 
not getadollar. I am advised that at least 
$5,000,000 of national banking capital would 
be taken up in my own State now. ‘There 
is an actual demand for it from the city of In- 
dianapolis, as Lhappen to know. lam advised 
officially that there is astrong demand for more 
national bank facilities in the cities of Cincin- 
nati and Cleveland. There is a very strong 
and very urgent demand in the city of Chicago, 
the great center of trade now in the northwest, 
and also from Louisville and from the city 
of St. Louis, and it is doubtful whether any 
of those places can get a dollar under this 
$45,000,000 bill. 

Why, Mr. President, as was shown yesterday 
by the chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
to give to the southern States, including Ken- 
tucky and Missouri, their share under the 
original act providing that $150,000,000 should 
be distributed according to population, to 
give them five dollars per eapita, would take 
$25,000,000 out of these $45,000,000; and 
then you have only got $20,000,000 left to be 
distributed according to the wants of trade and 
the demands of business. Sir, the cities that 
I have named would require every dollar of 
the balance. 

If this bill is to be regarded as a substitute 
for the bill that we have already passed, and 
which is now pending in the House of Kepre- 
sentatives, the amount should be increased 
from $45,000,000 to at least $65,000,000 or 
$70,000,000 ; a part of that should be provided 
for by taking it from the eastern States, where 
they have an excess, and giving it tothe West. 

A few words in regard to the national bank- 
ing system in itself. I believe it is the best 
system of banking this country or any other has 
ever had ; but it 1s not to be disguised that itis 
to a greatextent unpopular. Theentire Dem. 
ocratic party in this country has «.rrayed itself 
against the system, not but what a great many 
Democrats are interested in it, not but what 
intelligent Democrats believe it is the best sys- 
tem of banking, but the exigencies of their party 
require them as a party to array themselves 
against the entire system, so that the national 
banking system has got the entire Democra.cc 
party to fight Hast and West. Then there are 
a good many in the Republican party who think 
that the national banking system is a monopoly, 
and who particularly complain of its abuses ; 
and now I want to refer to two or three of them 
that ought to be corrected, and I think they 
ought to be corrected in this bill. 

f think the friends of the national banks, 
above all others, ought to insist in correcting 
the abuses of the system and making it what 
it ought to be, a beneficent system. In the first 
place, the national banks ought to give the peo- 
ple cheap money. They ought to loan money 
at lower rates of interest than any other kind 
of bank. Unfortunately, however, in many 
places they do not do it. They have special! 

yrivileges which private banks have not. | 
os in many parts of the West they loan th 
money at ten or twelve per cent. interest, and 
get just as much as they can. ‘They go into 
the market to get the highest rate of interest 


| that they can get, instead of having a fixed rate 


| 


which should be reasonable and by which they 
would keep the rate of interest down. If the 
national banks were persistently to refuse to 
ask ten or twelve per cent. for their money, and 
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| 
be satisfied with six or seven per cent., or even | those States allow them. How do they do it? 


eight, they could go far toward keeping down |) I will tell you how they do it. 


the rate of interest on the part of all banks 
and all lenders. How is it with the Bank of 
Kngland? The Bank of England checks spec- 
ulation by putting up interest. 
of England puts down the rate of interest to 


five per cent. all private banks throughout the | 


kingdom have to come down also, at least part 
of the way. The Bank of Ingland acts as the 
great regulator of the interests of England, 
because when people can borrow money of the 
Bank of England, and borrow it freely at five 
per cent., they will not go to private bankers 
and give seven or eight or ten per cent. 

If our national banks were prohibited from 
lending money at a higher rate of interest than, 
say, seven per cent., it would act directly as a 
preventive of the exorbitant rates of interest 
that are now demanded by private bankers 
and hy other money-lenders. But when the 
national banks go into the market and try to 
get as much as they can, ten and twelve per 
cent., their example is not only followed, Dut 
others go beyond it. 

Sir, it was a part of the idea in granting 
the privileges to these banks that the people 
should have cheap money; and if they can be 
so managed that we shall have cheap money 
they will become a national blessing. I under- 
take to say that they can be so managed, and 
they ought to be. In this connection I ask 
the Secretary to read the paragraph that I 
have marked, from the report of de Comp- 
troller of the Currency, which is a very clear 
statement on this subject. 

lhe Secretary read as follows: 

‘That this is actually the case will appear upon 


invesiigation. The incorporated bank, doing busi- 
i aud issuing circulation under the authority of 
the Government, is uniformly regarded as the most 
relisble and reasonable sourceof accommodation by 


iiie business community. The private banker, de- 
pending upon the active use of his capital for his 
profit, must charge a mach higher rate of interest to 
realize the same relative profit, supposing, of course, 
that the deposits of the two institutions are equal. 
A bank with $100,000 capital invested in securities 
bearing six per cent. interest, upon which it has 
received $90,000 in circulation, ean lend that $90,000 
ai seven per cent. and yet realize a profit of $12,300 
on its capital. The private banker lending his cap- 
iial of $100,900 direetly must charge his customers 
twelve per cent. to realize the same profit as the 
bank. ‘The merchantand the tradesman know this, 
and expect to pay about that difference for the use 
of money when their necessities compel them to 
resort to private bankers or brokers.” 

Mr. MORTON. There the statement is made 
that the national bank, which in the first place 
gets six per cent. in gold upon its actual cap- 
ital and then gets ninety per cent. of currency 
from the Government, can afford to lend that 
ninety per cent, ata lower rate of interest than 
the private banker who has but his $100,000 
in the first place and must make all his profit 
upon the interest upon the first $100,000. It 
to me, sir, that we should accomplish 
a great thing for the banks and for the people 
by adopting such provisions as shall require 
these banks to loan their money at a reason- 
able rate of interest, and thereby to a great 
extent keep down the rate of interest on the 
part of all other money-lenders. 

‘here is another abuse in regard to these 
banks that ought to be corrected. These 
banks ought to furnish every facility that they 
can to the people for legitimate trade and busi- 
ness in the neighborhoods in which they are 
located. That is the very object of granting 
to them these special privileges. It turns out 
unfortunately that many of these banks have 
no money to lend at any rate to the people 
around them, 

But before passing from the other point I 
wish to state a method by which the law is 
avoided in some of the States. The national 
bank act provides, | believe, that the banks in 
the several States shall be entitled to receive 
the rate of interest that is allowed by the laws 
of the States in which they are located and no 
more. I presume the Senator from Qhio will 
concur with me that they do take more in some 
of the western States than even the laws of 


seeIns 


When the Bank | 


| 
i} 
| 











| 


fide Dill. 


I want to bor- 


row $10,000 out of abank. The bank tells me 


they cannot take my note well indorsed, but | 
they will buy a bill of me payable in the city | 


of New York. Therefore I go, draw a bill, and 
I have it indorsed by others. I take it to them 
and they buy this bill, and they charge me dis- 
count on the bill, they charge me exchange, 
and they charge me interest. It is not a bona 
In that way they can get just as 
much interest as my necessities will induce me 
to give, and the law is violated. 

‘There ought to be some provision by which 
a national bank shall not be allowed to lend 
money by purchasing a bill unless that bill is 
clearly bona fide ; unless the party has property, 
produce, or means at the place where the bill 
is made payable, against which he is drawing. 
He wants to use the money in his own neigh- 
borhood ; there is where his means are; and 


yet he is required to sell a bill made payable | 


at some distant point to enable the banks to 
obtain more interest than they are authorized 
by law to receive. I believe that abuse can 
be guarded against by legislation, and I think 
it ought to be. 

There are one or two other points that I 
might advert to which ought to be corrected ; 
and I am not speaking as an enemy of the 
national banks. We have got the system; we 
shall not soon get clear of it. It is our interest 
to make it as good as possible. In the first 

lace, these banks ought not to be allowed to 
invest the currency that they receive from the 
Government or to invest their money in stocks, 
asa great many of them do. ‘They can put 
their currency into United States stocks, and 
they get six per cent. interest in gold. They 

ut the stocksintheir safe. There is no trou- 

le ; there is no risk, and they get a big profit. 
It pays them very well. It is nearly as large 
a rate of interest as they ought to get anyhow. 
But the people get no facilities ; the people are 
not benefited. Therefore, in order that the 
money shall be kept to be loaned to the people 
to meet the wants of business, it should be 
made unlawful and penal for these banks to 
invest their money in United States stocks. 
That does not do anybody any good but them- 
selves, 

Mr. CORBETT. That will be remedied 
when we return to specie payments. 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator from Oregon 
says that when we return to specie payments 
that will be remedied. ‘Thatis true; but some 
provision should be adopted in the mean time. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


ave to pay the premium on the bonds. 
Mr. MORTON. I think they would get 


more than five percent. I think they would 


get six or seven per cent., even paying the | 


premium ; but then there is no risk ; there is 
no trouble; it requires no expense. 
them do it. That is the fact about it. It isan 
easy, quiet, lazy system of banking in which 
there is no risk ; but, sir, that does not answer 
the purpose for which these special privileges 
were given, and they ought not to be allowed 
to do it. 

Then, sir, there is another grievance which 
I find referred to in the report of the Comp- 
troller of the Currency, and it has been referred 
to often, and that is that these banksare allowed 
to loan money upon collateralson call. What 
is the effect of that? I see the report shows 
that during the last year the loans in the city 
of New York while they would be $90,000,000 
on legitimate paper would be about sixty mil- 
lion dollars on call. Who gets the money on 
call? Merchants, manufacturers, business men, 
men engaged in productive pursuits? Never. 


They would not get five | 
“sade on the investment, because they would 


Many of | 
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man, the merchant, the manufacturer, the 
engaged in productive pursuits has to pay : 
and twelve per cent. The Comptroller of ui 
Currency recommends, and I believe the So... 
tary of the Treasury also recommends, oe 
these banks ought not to be allowed to)... 
more than ten per cent. of their capital Upon 
collaterals. Sir, the banks of New York have 
encouraged and sustained the immense «,, 
and gold gambling operations in that city, |; 
it were not that they loaned their money uno, 
call, upon collaferals, in a way that busine: 
men cannot take it and it can only be borrowed 
by brokers, stock, and gold gamblers, thoc 
operations could not be carried on except to g 
very small extent. Therefore the Comptroller 
of the Currency has recommended, and yor 
wisely, that no bank shall be allowed to |oq, 
more than ten per cent. of its capital on eo). 
laterals and in that way. 

Then there is another abuse that ought to he 
corrected. I know what I am about to sugges; 
will not meet with favor on the part of those 
having banks in the interior of the countpy. 
No bank should be allowed to pay interest 4» 
| deposits. That is a very great abuse. It keen: 
money out of legitimate channels. Persons 
having money to loan can deposit it witl » 
| bank at New York and get four or five per cont, 
for it, and they can get their money whenever 
they want it. The bank loans it out at seven oy 
eight per cent., loans it out upon call, becans 
the bank must be able to get it back at » 
moment’s warning, as the bank may be called 
upon at a moment's warning to pay its de. 

osits. . 

The fact is that the banks are hiring deposits, 
That is not the object of the national bankiny 
system. They are organized to receive dey 
its. They are, therefore, authorized to becon 
mediums of accommodations to you and to me, 
who want to deposit our money ; but it was 
never in the spirit of the act that they shoul! 
be authorized to hire us to deposit our mom 
with them. It is a dangerous practice. lt}; 
| resulted most injuriously in allthe States wher: 
it has been practiced ; and I believe it has bee 
recommended now, not for the first time, | 
often before, that the national banks shall : 
be allowed to pay interest upon deposits. Ti 
money deposited with national banks in the 
city of New York upon which they pay interes: 
' is not loaned to merchants or business me: 
because it has to be loaned upon call; it cau 
not be loaned upontime. It is therefore loaned 
to men engaged in stock and gold operations, 
and there is an inducement to men to p 
money in the banks in that way who otherwise, 
perhaps, would loan it out in the regular bu 
ness way and thus do great benefit to th 
country by it. 

Mr. President, I have offered no amendmen's 
upon these subjects; but it seems to me that 
as we are now legislating again in regard ti 
the national banks we should seek to correc! 
the great evils which are attached to the system, 
| some of which have grown up out of it, sow 
of which are mere abuses and impositions upo! 
it; and in doing that we shall not only serve 
the people, but we shall serve the business o! 
legitimate banking; we shall serve the nationa: 
banks themselves. They ought to be satis 
fied with legitimate proiits, and if they are no 
satisfied with legitimate profits they ought no' 
to be allowed to exist at all. Banking ough! 
not to be so profitable as to induce all men to 
| go into that business if they can get an oppor 
| tunity. It should be made a fair profitad! 
| business, having no greater profits than the 
ordinary mercantile business of the country. 

Whenever banking becomes far more prot: 
| able than every other kind of business there 1s 4 
| rush on the part of the people to go into banking, 


Man 
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| They dare not borrow money on call. The men '| and other kinds of business are injured. Banks 
who borrow money on call are those who deal 
in stocks and gold. They have the collaterals 
to deposit. ‘Lhey have to pay whenever the 
money is called for, and the result is they get 
it at six and seven per cent., while the business 


| 


| 


|| should make a fair and honest profit, and they 
|| should make no more. If they are not satis 
|| fied with that, then they ought not to exist a 
| all. : 
| Mr, President, there are many other points 
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which I should like to speak, but I have 
n+ thestrength todoso now. _ ; 
“Wr. STEWART. I do not rise to discuss 
‘hig bill, but simply to say that I should like 
) gee the provision to permit banking on the 
‘oid basis adopted. I think it would be effect- 
>) on the Pacific coast. I believe men would 
»dertake to establish banks on the gold basis 
chore, Lbelievethatisthe opinion ofthose most 
versant with the question on that coast. I[ 
‘aye agreat many persons there are anxious 
r an opportunity to make this experiment. 
of course, banking on a specie basis and issu- 
a paper, there must be much more of paper 
han there is of gold, or the paper circulation 
amounts to nothing. That depends upon the 
fidence the community has in the circulat- 
» medium as a matter of course. The gold 


pais, as 1 understand, will a good deal affect | 


‘any way. It can be sustained in any coun- 
‘ry only so long as confidence can be kept up 
n the ability of the banking establishments to 
om. 
have no doubt if the business men of 
California, Nevada, and Oregon undertake to 
nroceed to establish banks on a gold basis 
they will be able to float a large amount of 
hese gold notes among the people as a circu- 
lating medium. They will not be in the hands 
of brokers in New York. They are very dis- 
creet, and will not go beyond their capacity. 


rede¢ 
| 


‘hey can float some, and I think they will | 


relieve a portion of the gold that might float 
Kast. They can certainly float some. I have 
great confidence that they will not attempt to 
joat more than they can conveniently, so as 
to embarrass us. I think they ought to 
1ave an Opportunity to try that experiment. I 
am very confident they will not go into it 
rashly, because they are very much attached 
toasound currency. I donot think they will 
be very rash and float more than can be floated 
with safety. I think some can be floated, and 
f it can be done elsewhere the experiment 
there willdo no harm. Ido not think there 

any danger of its being abused, or doing 
harm. | am very anxious that they should 
have an opportunity to try the experiment and 

e if they can float some of these notes. It 


will be for the convenience of the community. 
t] 


? 
I 
not 
) 
} 
I 


a gold note secured in the mode that 
ational bank notes are secured, with only 
eighty per cent. of notes issued and one hun- 
ired per cent. of bonds behind them. I 
think there would be great confidence in such 
notes, and there would be a disposition on the 
part of the community to float them. It might 
work a great deal of good. There is no gen- 
eral disposition on the Pacific coast to adopt 
the currency at present, and there has not 
been; but there appears to be a feeling in 
favor of trying this experiment; and as I can 
see no harm that will be produced by it, I 
should like the people to have that oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, there is a single 
matter of very general and very great interest 
in this bill, and that is the readjustment of the 
circulation notes among the States who have 
received them. As the Senator from Indiana 
stated, there is about one fourth of the popula- 
tion that have two thirds of the circulation 
notes. That is great inequality and great in- 


justice to the other three fourths of the popu- | 


lation. 

Now, sir, the friends of equality in the dis- 
tribution of the circulation notes in this body 
certainly have the power to control this sub- 
ject. They represent three fourths of the 
people, and consequently their strength in the 
Senate isin something like the same proportion. 
Chis is a single practical subject, and if the 
representatives of the States which have not 
received their share of the circulation notes are 
sincere and earnest in their desire to have a 
redistribution of them they have it within their 
power tocommand it. Howis that to be done? 
By having this bill confined to that single sub- 
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believe there will be great confidence there | 


| 
| 


ject, and not permitting it to be complicated 
with other subjects that might retard the pas- 
sage of a simple bill for the redistribution of the 
circulation notes in the Senate and defeat it. 
Every man can see at once the justice of the 
proposition that the distribution of the circula- 
tion notes as it has been made by the Treasury 


| Department ought to be reformed, and that the 
| great mass of the States which have received 


| and command the measure. 


nothing like their share should receive the ben- 


efit of a redistribution to something like the | 


extent of equality. Ifthe matter is presented 
in a single bill confined to that particular and 
individual subject, and the friends of the meas- 


ure will vote down the complicating of the bill | 


for that purpose with other subjects, the ten- 
dency of which is to defeat it, they can control 


Ought they to 
do so? 


[f the subject of the currency and banking 


| and of money matters generally is permitted 
| by the friends of the redistribution of the circu- 
| lation notes to be brought into the same bill 


they can never have their measure carried into 
practical effect at all. The representatives 
from the States that have this heavy advantage 
in the circulation notes, to wit, the representa- 
tives of the fourth of the States that have two 
thirds of the amount of the circulation notes, 
will never consent to the passage of a single, 
direct, and just measure in relation to this 
subject. ‘They therefore seek to introduce ex- 


| traneous subjects, to give rise to a difference 


of opinion and judgment and action on the 
part of Senators. ‘The object is in that way to 


| complicate and retard the simple measure of 
| a redistribution of the circulation notes. I 


appeal to every Senator who is in favor of a 
redistribution upon something like just and 


equitable eee of the circulation notes | 


to inflexibly exclude every other subject and 


| matter from the bill, and pass a bill for that 


the last session of Congress. 


simple and single object. 

The Senate passed a bill on this subject at 
That bill pro- 
posed to reclaim from the States that have this 
excess of circulation notes $30,000,000, and to 
distribute that amount of circulation notes 
among the 


States which had less than their | 


| share upon the basis by which they were to be | 


distributed according to the original act. From 
some cause or other that measure did not pass 
the other House, and failed to become a law. 
It will fail again unless the friends of this sim- 
ple measure of justice and equality in the dis- 
tribution of the circuMtion notes remain per- 
fectly firm and restrict the bill to that simple 


| subject and inflexibly exclude every other 


from it. 

To effect that object L intend at the proper 
time to offer as an amendment in the way of 
substitution for this entire bill two sections of 
the bill we passed at the last session that will 


effect this object; but instead of asking simply | 


for the withdrawal of $30,000,000 from the 
States that have received such an excess of 
circulation notes, my propesition as I propose 
to offer it will ask that these States refund 
$60,000,000 of the $100,000,000 of excess that 


| they have received and been in the use of for 
| the last three or four years, and that this | 


| $60,000,000 shall be redistributed to the other 


| States who have received less than their pro- 


| portion; the greater amount of which would 


go to the southern States, and a large amount 


| of it to the western States. 


This is no measure of injustice to the States 


| which have had such a monopoly of the circu- 


lation notes for several years. Why? Because 
they asked for and received those notes in 
excess of the principle and measure by which 
they were entitled to them under the original 
act. It was their grasping disposition and 
their desire to have more than they could justly 
claim under the lawthat impelled them to ask 
such an excess of the circulation notes. 
subject has been before the Senate and before 
Congress for two or three years. The judg- 
ment of the Senate, at least, has been di 
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tinctly pronounced for the last two years, that 
the distribution of the circulation notes was 
unjust and unequal, and should be reformed : 
and the Senate manifested a purpose on their 
part to make the reformation on something 
like a principle of equality. 

Those States that have had this great redun- 
dance of the circulation notes were thus noti- 
fied two years ago that they would be required 
to surrender the excess of advantage that they 
had in the distribution of these notes. and they 
ought to have prepared themselves for this 
measure of justice to the States that have no! 
received it. They have had ample time to pu 
themselves in that condition. If they have not 


| prepared themselves to do so it is their own 


| fault. 


It was their fault, it was their wrong 
that they got an excess in the commencement. 
Why? Because the act established a system 
upon which the notes should be distributed 


| among the States. 


That act by the principles established ap 
prized every State of the approximate amount 
of circulation notes it would be entitled to ; but 
some of the States, instead of limiting and re- 
stricting themselves to their just proportion, 
asked six or ten times that amount and received 
it. After they have had this great advantage 
for so many years shall they be still allowed 
to continue the monopoly and to have the ben 
efit of it to the excess that they have heretofore 
had? They ought not to have asked for the 


| circulation notes to the amount that they did ; 


but having asked it, and being notified by the 
States and their representatives who have had 
less than their amount for two or three years 
that they would be called upon to redeliver to 
the Treasury Department the excess of their 


| circulation notes that they might be distributed 


among the States that have had so much less 
than their share, they ought now to be in a 


| condition to make that equitable redelivery for 


the purpose of an equal distribution, and if 
they are not in that condition they have no just 
reason to complain. 

Sir, I am in favor myself ofa return to speci 
payments whenever it can be done without seri 
ous injury tothe country. The time will never 
come about when everybody will be ready for 
the resumption of specie payments. When 
ever that day comes it will find a great many 
persons unprepared for it ; and those persons of 
course must receive injury, and many of them 
probably will be ruined by the operation. If 
that time is to be postponed to prevent those con 
sequences it will never come about atall. And 
yet the present condition of things, a spurious 
circulating paper at a great discount constitut- 
ing the only medium of circulation in the coun- 
try, is one of the greatest possible national and 
individual evils that can be conceived. It is 
the duty of the Government to correct it, and 
to correct it as speedily as practicable. ‘The 
correction never can and never will be made 
until it is commenced. It ought to have been 
commenced long ago. Now is the latest pos- 
sible time at which it can be commenced with- 
out further and great injury to the country. 

I believe I am disinclined to vote for an ex- 
tension of the paper circulation of the country. 
I am disinclined and have been for two or three 
years to vote for any measure that would in- 
crease that circulation ; but at the same time | 
would be against any material restriction of it, 
probably against any sudden restriction of it 
whatever, in order to enable the country to 
accommodate its business and condition to that 
measure. I am not willing even in order to 
do justice to the South in the distribution o/ 
the circulation notes to make any great ani 


| material increase of the paper circulation of the 
| country, because I believe that instead of bei: 


a remedy it would be an aggravation of th 
evil and introduce much more of mischief than 
of good. 

The simplest, greatest, and most just mode 


| of doing justice to the southern and western 
| States would be simply a measure according 


a ‘ . : 3 i 
to the terms of the bill as it was passed at the las: 
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session, which I now hold in my hand, and the 
two sections of which that relate to the subject 
of redistributing the circulation notes are all of 
the bill that I propose to offer as a substitute 
for the pending measure. If itis passed in that 
form the States that have had so long this great 
monopoly, that have had the advantage of 
these circulation notes for the purpose of en- 


riching theraselves by loans at extravagant in- | 


terest, will simply be required at the end of 
four, five, or six years, when they have reaped 
such a golden harvest, to come up to something 


like & just measure toward the southern and || 


’ 


western States, by repaying into the Treasury | 
the excess of the circulation notes that they 


have received in order that they may be redis- 


tributed among the States that have received | 


less than their share. This would work no in- 
justice to anybody. It would be no wrong to 
the States that have received such an excess. 
No State had a right totake any excess, because 
the amount of every State was very clearly de- 


fined ; and where a State asked for more than its | 
just share it was knowingly and willfully doing | 
injustice to the States that would receive less in | 
consequence of their receiving more ; and it is | 
no ground of just complaint by them if itis now | 


taken away from them. 


This simple remedy, then, would not increase 
the paper circulation of the country at all. It | 


would only compel justice to the States that 
have not received their share. 


The Senators | 


who represent the measure in the single aspect | 


in which I have presented it constitute a large 
majority of this body. The interest of their 
people requires that they should adhere to this 


simple, single measure of a redistribution of | 


the circulation notes by withdrawing from the 
States that have received an excess that excess 
to distribute among their own people. That is 
an act of simple, single justice. They have the 


power to restrict the bill to that single subject | 


and purpose, and if they will do so faithfully 
and inflexibly they will have no difficulty, be- 
cause they have the power to pass it, andthere 


| we had better adjourn. 
| very late recently the Senator from Ohio knows. 
If the Senate will sit till | 


can be no argument of justice or policy against | 


the passage of the measure in that form. 

ifthe amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts should be voted down, as I presume 
it will be because it introduces various subjects 
that ought never to be mixed up with this bill, 
and which the friends of the redistribution of 
the circulation notes will not permit to be 
mixed up with it, | suppose, I shall then simply 
offer the fourth and fifth sections of the bill 
that passed the Senate at the last session, with 
the modification I have indicated as a subasti- 
tute for the whole of this bill, and ask the action 
of the Senate upon that alone. In the mean 
time I ask the Clerk to read the fourth and 
fifth sections of that bill, as I shall offer them, 
for the information of the Senate. If that 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


amendment should be adopted it would consti- l 


| 


tute a substitute forthe whole measure that is 
now under consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pom- 
eROY in the chair.) The Secretary will read 
the proposed amendment for the information 
of the Senate. 


The Secretary read as follows: 


Thatto secure a better distribution of the national 
banking currency there may bo issued circulation 
notes to banking associations organized in States 
and Territories having a less banking circulation 
than their pro rata share, as herein set forth. And 
the circulation herein authorized shall within one 
year, if required, be withdrawn, as herein provided, 
trom banks organized in States having a circulation 
exceeding that provided for by the act entitled “An 
act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to provide for 
a national banking currency secured by pledge of 
United States bonds,and to provide for the circulation 
and redemption thereof,’ ”’ approved March 3, 1865; 
but the amount to beso withdrawn shall not ex- 
ceed $60,000,000. And the rate of distribution for 
$150,000,000 of the circulation authorized by law shall 
be according to population; and for the remainin 
$150,000,000 shall be according to the value of al 
property, real and personal, within such States and 
‘Territories, the same to be ascertained by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, The Comptroller of the Cur- 
reney shall, under the direction of the Secretary of 
Lhe ‘Treasury, make a statementshowing the amount 
of cireulation in each State and the amount to be 


| 


| what I have tosay* I think it would expedite 


|| business for me to do so. 
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retired by each bank in accordance with this section, 
and shall, when circulation is required, makea requi- 
sition for such amount upon such banks, commenc- 


ing with the banks having a circulation exceeding | 


$1,000,000 in States having an excess of circulation, 


and withdrawing one third of their circulation in | 


excess of $1,000,000, and then proceeding pro rata with 
banks having a circulation exceeding $100,000 in 
States having the largest excess of circulation, and 
reducing the circulation of banks in States having 
the greatest proportion in excess, leaving undis- 
turbed the banks in States having asmaller propor- 
tion, until those in greater excess have been reduced 
to the same grade, and continuing thus to make the 
reduction provided for by this act until the full 


amount of $60,000,000 herein provided for shall be | 


withdrawn; and the circulation so withdrawn shall 


be distributed among the States and Territories | 
having less than their proportion, and so as to equal- | 


ize the distribution of such circulation among such 


States and Territories upon the basis provided by | 
this act. And upon failure of such bank to return | 
the amount so required within ninety days after said | 
requisition, it shall be the duty of the Comptroller | 


of the Currency to sell at public auction, havin 
given twenty days’ notice in a newspaper publishe 
in Washington city and New York city, an amount 


of bonds deposited by said bank as security for its i| 
circulation equal to the circulation to be withdrawn | 
from such bank, and with the proceeds to redeem so | 

| many of the notes of such bank, as they come into | 
, as will oe the amount required | 
the balance to such bank: | 


the Treasur 
from it, and shall pay 
Provided, That the circulation herein authorized 
shall be issued only as circulation is withdrawn, so 
that the aggregate of circulation shall not at any time 
exceed $300,000,000. 

And be it further enacted, That any banking asso- 
ciation located in any State having more than its 
proportion of circulation may be removed to any 
State having less than its proportion of circulation, 
under such rules and regulations as the Comptroller 
of the Currency, with the approval of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, may require. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
adjourn. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope we shall make 
some progress and take a vote. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We can hardly get 
through with this to-night. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We can take a vote and 
dispose of some of these amendments. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is so late that I think 
We have been sitting 


I move that the Senate 


Mr. SHERMAN. 
half past four o’clock I shall be willing then to 
allow an adjournment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senate is so thin 
that it is hardly worth while to attempt to take 
a vote to-night. 

Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Illinois yield to the Senator from 
Oregon? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ff he desires to go on 


' to-night I withdraw the motion to adjourn and 


yield to him, or if he will now take the floor 
for to-morrow I shall then make the motion. 

Mr. CORBETT. I should like to make a 
few remarks. I have no prepared speech to 
deliver; but I should like to speak to the 
question before the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Will the Senator be 
willing to take the floor now and make his 
remarks to-morrow morning? 

Mr. CORBETT. I would prefer to say now 


I have no long 
speech to make. 


Mr. KELLOGG. I move that the Senate 


| do now adjourn. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Senator 


| from Oregon is on the floor. 


| 


Mr. KELLOGG. LI understood the Senator 
from Oregon to say he had no objection to a 
motion to adjourn’? 

Mr. CORBETT. 
on now. 

Mr. THURMAN. [I hope the Senator from 
Oregon will yield the floor to a motion to 
adjourn. It is quite out of the question to talk 
about taking a vote on this bill now or within 
twenty-four hours from thistime. It is one of 
the most important bills ever presented to the 
Senate, certainly in a Gnancial point of view. 


No, sir; I prefer to go 


Here is a bill which proposes to equalize the | 
currency in a way that do@s not equalize it at | 
all, and which proposes an unlimited system | 
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of free banking under which a thousand tn 
lions of currency may be issued wheneye, ,. 
resume specie payments; and I trust suc} th 
bill is not to be hurried through in twenty.f,° 
hours. I hope, therefore, the Senator ee 
Oregon will not insist upon going on sell sp 
but will let us adjourn. This bill has toh. 
discussed. ee 
Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President, I cay ¢.,, 
plete my remarks in a very short time, |). 
not suppose it is the intention to take a vote... 
this question now, but to discuss it go far ag y 
|| may and make such progress as we can, t),,. 
we may reach a vote upon it at an early dyy 
I simply wish in the few remarks I shall o,', 
mit to answer some questions that have hye, 
brought forward in connection with this }j|) 
This bill, as | understand it, gives the priv 
lege to banking institutions to establish they, 
selves upon a specie basis; and it provide. 
that the three per cent. certificates which ap. 
now held by the banks as a reserve, and are 
so held to a great extent in the place of lega) 
tender notes, may be retired and national ban}: 
circulation issued in lieu thereof. I contend 
_ that these $45,000,000 of three per cent. cer. 
tificates were issued in place of the compound. 
interest notes, which never were intended as , 
circulating medium, but as an investment fo; 
the people who had money to invest, to be 
_ placed in their coffers and retained until th, 
|| Government should be prepared to redeem 
| them. But those compound -interest notes were 
|| madea legal-tender, and therefore as they begay 
to mature the banks gathered them togethe 
| and held them as a reserve, instead of legal- 
} tenders. Ithinkthatwaswrong. I think they 
| never should have been allowed to substitu: 
| them for the legal-tender notes. It was nots0 
| intended. 
|| But, sir, I find that it seems to be -the ger 
_ eral wish of the Senate to adjourn; Lam appeale( 
_ to on all hands to give way foran adjournment, 
|| Lam afraid, therefore, that I cannot now get th: 
attention of the Senate upon this question. 
Mr. WILSON. The Senator from Orego 
| will be entitled to the floor in the morning 
| and he giving way now, I move that the Senay: 
adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
| adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, January 25, 1870. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Buruer. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 


AGRICULTURAL LANDS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. JULIAN, by unanimous consent, re- 
| ported from the Committee on the Public Lands 
a bill (H. R. No. 975) to dedicate the public 
agricultural lands in the State of California to 
homestead and preémption purposes ; which 
was read a first and second time. 

The bill provides that no title shall be ac 
quired or perfected to any agricultural public 
lands of the United States in the State of Cai: 
ifornia not heretofore disposed of except by 
=e under the homestead or preémption 
aws. 
| Mr. JULIAN. This bill accomplishes the 

same object as that introduced a day or two 
since by the gentleman from California, [ Mr. 
| Sarcent.] It will save the remaining public 
lands of California from wholesale schemes 0! 





| spoliation and plunder; and immediate actio! 
'is demanded. I call the previous question. _ 
} The previous question was seconded an’ 
the main question ordered; and under the op 
| eration thereof the bill was ordered to 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
| engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
| time. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I ask my colleague [Mr. 
JULIAN] to allow me to submit an amendmen! 


to this bill, to strike out the words ‘in Cali- 
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'! 
| 


sia,’ so as to make the bill general in its | 


i 


fect 
ae. SARGENT. I hope that that change 
ij not be made. A general bill can be car- 
od through if such is the sentiment of the 
House. ‘Lhis billis to meet special exigency ; 
ts to save the remnant of public agricultural 
de that are not now seized upon by specu- 
ops in California. We have now scarcely 
lands left for actual settlers. A special 
- of this bill is to cover the case of the 
i; heretofore withdrawn for the Southern 
jc railroad, which are to be restored. On | 
restoration, as the law now stands, they 
e seized at once at private entry. To 
one million acres of the best lands of the 
sate embraced in that reservation I intro- 
iuced this bill, which has been verbally changed 
» committee, leaving its effect unchanged. It 
<9 extends to all lands liable to be taken at 
private entry in the State, and will work an 
mportant reform in my State. Any movement | 
extend its provisions to other States by 
opropriate enactment [ will favor at the proper 
time: but Lask that this bill be not embar- 
rassed by such propositions at this time. 

Mr. JULIAN. The Committee onthe Public 
Lands have already reported a general bill sim- | 
ilar in its provisions to this. I cannot, there- 
fore, consent to allow the amendment which 
my colleague indicates. 

fhe SPEAKER. The bill is not amendable 
at its present stage. It has been read three 
times, and the question is on its passage. 

he bill was passed. 

Mr. JULIAN moved to reconsider the vote || 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved || 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the || 


Ww 


( 


a 


] i| 
table. | 
‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


NASHVILLE AND DECATUR RAILROAD COMPANY. | 


Mr. ARNELL, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed || 
to inform the House if the account of the Govern- || 
nent against the Nashville and Decatur Railroad | 
Company, of ‘Tennessee, for materials purchased | 
inder the provisions of executive orders of August 8 |; 
and October 14, 1865, has been transmitted by the |! 
juartermaster’s department to the accounting offi- 
ers of the Treasury with claims for credit mate by 
the company for settlement in accordance with the |} 
act approved March 3, 1817, prescribing the manner 
in which public accounts shall be settled; andif any, 
what measures have been taken to secure a state- 
ment ofany balance that may be due from said com- 
pany by the officers of the Treasury, who by law are 
authorized to ascertain, balance, and enforce the pay- 
ment of the same in accordance with the several acts 
providing for the collection of public debts and prose- 
cution of public debtors, approved September 2, 1789, 
March 3, 1797, July 16, 1798, March 3, 1817, May 15, 
1820, and May 29, 1830; and if any, what delays or 
refusals to comply with the several acts hereinbefore 
mentioned have occurred, and what authority of law 
exists therefor. 


WHALING BARK HAMILTON. 


Mr. BUFFINTON, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 183) 
for the refunding of hospital money collected 
of the whaling bark Hamilton ; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


_ Mr. WHEELER, by unanimous consent, | 
introduced a joint resolution (H. RK. No. 134) 
authorizing the Northern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany to issue its bonds for the construction of 
its road and to secure the same by mortgage ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred | 
to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, and | 
ordered to be printed. 





REORGANIZATION OF THE NAVY. 

Mr. SCOFIELD, by unanimeas consent, 
reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs 
a bill (H. R. No. 976) for the reorganization | 
ot the Navy of the United States; which was | 
read a first and second time, and, with a letter | 
‘rom the Secretary of the Navy relative thereto, | 
ordered to be printed and recommitted. 


| lieutenant March 13, 1857. 
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INDEMNITY FUNDS FROM CHINA AND JAPAN. 


Mr. SCOFIELD. [ask unanimous consent 
to introduce a bill authorizing certain indem- 
nity funds received from the Governments of 
China and Japan to be covered into the Treasury 
of the United States, and I hope I shall be 
indulged in making a word of explanation. 

Mr. BANKS. Before any consent is given 
I want to know what the bill is? 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I want to say that itis a 
bill which the Committee on Naval Affairs is 
in no way responsible. That committee has 
not authorized me to report it, nor has the 
committee examined it. I merely wish to 
introduceit, and have it referred to the Commit- 


| tee on Appropriations. 


Mr. BANKS. 
MRS. MOWER, WIDOW OF GENERAL MOWER. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask unanimous consent 
to introduce a bill granting a pension to Mrs. 
Mower, widow of Brevet Major General Joseph 
A. Mower, and I ask the Clerk to read the 
papers I send up. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to place the name of Mrs. Mower, 


I object. 


| widow of the late Brevet Major General Joseph 


A. Mower, on the pension-roll at the rate of 
fifty dollars per month, to commence on the 
6th day of January, 1870, and continue during 
her natural life. 

The Clerk read the following papers and 
indorsements : 

Orrice CoMMISSARY OF ScBsIsTeNce, U.5. A., 

New Or.veEans, La., January 10, 1870. 
W.T. SHERMAN, 
General of the Armies of the United States: 
Brevet Major General Joseph A. Mower, Colonel 


tenia Son epeuy. died on the 6th instant, after 


an illness of a few days. He leaves a large family 
utterly destitute. | : 
Can any legislative action be taken to secure the 
widow a pension? haa 
Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
R. B. ERS, 
Brevet Major Generu/. 
EDWARD W. HINKS, 
Brevet Brigadier General United States Ariny. 
A. BECKWITH, 
Brevet Major Genera’. 
_, FRED MYERS, 
Division Quartermaster General. 


{General Orders No. 2. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, January 7, 1870. 


It is with heartfelt pain and sorrow that the Gen- 


| eral of the Army announces to the country and to 
| his fellow-soldiersthe death of Brevet Major General 


Joseph A. Mower, who died in New Orleans on the 


| 6th instant of congestion of the lungs. 


General Mower began his military career as a pri 
vate soldier in the company of engineers that served 
with marked distinction in the Mexican war; was 


| first commissioned as a second lieuterant in the first 


infantry, June 18, 1855, and was promoted to first 
At the breaking out of 
the war of rebellion he commanded company H, first 
infantry, and took part in the siege and capture of 


| New Madrid, and May 5, 1862, was commissioned as 
| colonel eleventh Missouri volunteers, and took part 


in the Corinth campaign, and was conspicuous at 
Corinth, October 4, 1862, when he was wounded 


| severely, and was, for a time, in the hands of the 
} onemy. 


He hirst fell under the immediate command of the 
present General of the Army inthe Vicksburg cam- 
paign, and very soon attracted his notice by deeds 
of personal bravery that would require a volume to 
record. From that date to the close of the war he 
was engaged inevery campaign inthe West; at Jack 
son, Vicksburg, Meridian, the Red river, in Missouri, 
whence he was called personally to the aid of the 
General at Atlanta, and accompanied him, rising 
through all the grades, until the end of the war, 
when he commanded the twentieth corps. 

A better soldier or a braver man never lived than 
Joseph A. Mower, and the General can recall many 
instances when he displayed abilities of the highest 
order, entitling him to the full name and fame of a 
general. Since the war he has exhibited his soldierly 
qualities by standing at his post through pestilence 
and sickness, never asking a personal favor, and 
always sharing cheerfully the exposures of his men. 

The General, in thus speaking of one to whom he 
was so strongly attached, feels certain thatthis, and 
more too, is due to one who never wrote or spoke of 
himself, and seemed oblivious of all things except to 
serve his country with his whole heart and his whol: 
soul. 

By command of General Sherman : 

kh. D. TOWNSEND, 


(djutant frenera 
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An act for the relief of Margaret L. Worth. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Unite t Statesaf America in Congress assem- 
bled, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to place the name of Margaret L. Worth, widow of 
the late Brevet Major General Worth, onthe pension 
roll, at the rate of fifty dollars a month from the 7th 
day of May, 1549, (date of his d@eath,} for and during 
her natural life. - 
Approved January 7, 18 
WASHINGTON Crry, January 15, 187 
(feneral W. T. Sherman, to the Nex retary af War: 
Refers communication of Army officers in regard 
to General Mower's family. Recommends that the 
President submit the name of Mrs. Mower to be } 
on the pension-list at fifty dollars per month. 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARwy, 
WASHINGTON, January 15, 1870. 
Kespectiully submitted to the Secretary of War, 
with the recommendation that the President sub 
nit the name of Mrs. Mower to be put on the pen- 
sion-list with Mrs. Worth and others, at fifty dollar 
per month. W. T. SHERMAN, 


Genera/. 


War Department, January 17, 1870. 
Respectfully submitted to the President, with copy 
of the act passed for the relief of the widow of the 
late brevet Major General Worth, and with the ree 
ommendation that, under the circumstances set forth 
herein, application be made to Congress for the 
passage of a similar act in favor of the widow of the 
late General Mower. 
WILLIAM W. BELKNAP, 


Secretary of War. 

January 22, 1870. 

Respectfully recommended to the favorable con 
sideration of Congress. 

U.S. GRANT. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Unless my friend 
from Missouri will state to the House that 
General Mower died from wounds received 
or disease contracted in the service [ must 


object, and ask that it be sent to a committee. 


It is going a step beyond any precedent we 
have yet setin giving a pension because a man 
happened to die from consumption or some 
other disease. ‘There is just as much propriety 
in giving a pension to the widow of any one 


| who died in the civil service, unless he died 


from wounds received or disease contracted in 
the service in the line of his duty. I cannot 
consent to any such precedent. 

The SPEAKER. Doesthe gentleman object‘ 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I must object unless 
the gentleman says that General Mower died 
from wounds received or disease contracted 
in the service. 

Mr. BURR. 
mittee? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. [It is not; but I have 
introduced it on the recommendation of the 
President, the General of the Army, and the 
Secretary of War. 

Mr. BURR. I object. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I withdraw the bill. 


ARKANSAS AND MISSISSIPPI 


Is this a report from a com 


RAILROAD. 


Mr. BOLES, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 977) granting lands and 
the right of way in Missouri and Arkansas, to 
aid the construction of a railroad and a tel- 
egraph line along or near the thirty-sixth par- 
allel of north latitude from the Mississippi river 
to the Arkansas river; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

NAVY MEDICAL ORDER. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE, by unanimous consent, 
presented a communication from the Medical 
Society of Fond du Lac, in relation to genera! 
order No. 140 of the Navy Department ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affair 

EXPENSES OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

Mr. UPSON. [ask unanimous consent to 
submit the following resolution for present con 
sideration : 


Whereas statements have been made to thi 
llouse calculated to convey the impression that the 
expenses of the Government instead of having beer 
diminished have been increased since the beginnins 
of the present Administration: and whereas it i 
due to the Administration as well as to the peopl 
that official information should begiven in referencs 
to such expenses: Therefore, 


4 solved, "7 hat the Secretary 


of State, the Seere 
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tary of the Treasury, the Secretary of the Interior. 
the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy,and 
the Postmaster General be requested to inform the 
llouse whether the estimates of their respective De- 
partments for the fizcal year ending June 30, 1471, 
exceed the estimates or appropriations for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1870; and if so, that they state 
the reasons for such increased estimates. 


Mr. RANDALL. I object. 

Mr. HOLMAN. We have the 
from the Departments on the table. 

Objection having been made, the resolution 
was withdrawn. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. [ask unani- 
mous consent to offer a resolution for consid- 
eration at the present time. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I demand the regular 
order. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. The resolu- 
tion merely asks for information, and will not 
occupy any time. 

Mr. STEVENSON, I 
regular order. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
demands the regular order of business, which 
brings on the morning hour, the pending busi- 
ness being the consideration of the League 
Island bill, on which the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Myers] is entitled to the floor. 
But the Chair will, in the first place, lay before 
the House certain executive communications. 


estimates 


must insist on the 


CONTINGENT MILITARY EXPENSES, 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting a statement of 
the expenditures during the year 1869 from the 
approprimion for the contingent expenses of 
the military establishment; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

APPROPRIATION FOR INDIANS. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a communication 
trom the Secretary of the Interior, transmit- 
ting a copy of a letter from the Secretary of 
the board of Indian commissioners in relation 
to the appropriations for Indians; which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 


SURVIVORS OF WAR OF 1812. 


‘The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretary of War, in answer to an 
inquiry respecting the survivors of the war of 
1812 from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions and War of 1812 ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
and War of 1812, and ordered to be printed. 

DELAWARE INDIANS. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretary of the Interior, in answer 
to the resolution of the House of the 17th in- 
stant, transmitting a report of the special com- 
missioner of the Indian Office, detailing the 
proceedings in the negotiations of the treaty 
with the Delaware tribe of Indians ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR WAR DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting estimates 
of appropriations required to supply deficien- 
cies for the service of the War Department 
for the fiseal year ending June 80, 1869, and 
1870; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laad before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting an estimate 
of appro yriations required for the service of 
the War Department for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1871; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be printed. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


UNEXPENDED BALANCES. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
statement of balances unexpended on the 30th 
day of September, 1869, showing also the 


umount estimated as necessary to complete || 


the services of the current fiscal year; which 


was referred to the Committee on Appropria- | 


tions, and ordered to be printed. 
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S REPORT. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a report of the Quarter- 
master General, made to the Secretary of War, 
for the year 1869; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
SURVEY OF THE ISTIIMUS OF DARIEN. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House the following message 


from the President, and accompanying report | 


from the Secretary of the Navy: 
To the House of Representatives: 
In answer to the resolution passed by the House 


of Kepresentatives on the17th instant, requesting to | 


be informed *‘ under what act of Congress or by other 


authority appropriations for the Navy are diverted || 


to the survey of the Isthmus of Darien,” I transmit 
areport by the Secretary of the Navy, to whom the 
resolution was referred. “ 
U.8&. GRANT, 
LxecutTivkE MANSION, 
W asuinaton, D. C,, January 21, 1870. 
Navy DrepaRTMENT, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., January 20, 1870. 


Sir: I have to acknowledge your reference to this 
Department for report of a resolution passed by the 


liouse of Representatives on the 17th instant, on , 


motion of Mr. James Brooks, requesting the Presi- 
dent to inform the House ** under what act of Con- 
gress or by other authority appropriations for the 
Navy have been diverted to the survey of the Isth- 
mus of Darien.” t ; 

Noappropriations for the Navy have been diverted 
to the survey of the Isthmus of Darien. The act of 
Congress approved July 28, 1866, (Statutes-at-Large, 
volume 14, pages Semopmaan $40,000 forthe pur- 
pose of surveying the Isthmus of Darien with a view 
to the construction of a ship-canal. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE M. ROBESON, 
Necretary of the Navy. 

THE Presipent of the United States. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. How much 
does the Secretary say the appropriation was? 

the SPEAKER. Forty thousand dollars. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Forty thou- 
sand dollars will not begin to pay one third of 


| the expense of that survey. 
The message and the accompanying report | 
were referred to the Committee on Appropria- | 


tions, and ordered to be printed. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined 
and found truly enrolled a bill (H. R. No. 783) 


to admit the State of Virginia to representa- | 


tion in the Congress of the United States ; 


| when the Speaker signed the same. 


MEMBERS-ELECT FROM VIRGINIA. 


tials of Charles H. Porter, Representative-elect 


for the third congressional district of Virginia, | 


and of Lewis McKenzie, Representative-elect 


| for the seventh congressional district of Vir- 
ginia; and the same were referred to the Com- | 


mittee of Elections. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, presented the | 
credentials of Joseph Segar, Representative- | 
_ elect from the State of Virginia for the State- 
| at-large; which were referred to the Committee 


of Electibdns. 
LEAGUE ISLAND NAVY-YARD. 


The House then resumed the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No. 480) for the transfer of 
the Philadelphia navy-yard to League Island, 
reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and upon which Mr. Myers was entitled to the 
floor. 


Mr. MYERS resumed the floor and con- | 


cluded the speech commenced on Thursday 
last. hye Ap endix. } 
Mr. O'NEILL. Inagain proceeding to speak 





January 25, 


on this measure I feel very much as my col 
league [Mr. Myers] did when he comme vad 
his remarks, and would express the hope 
the House is not getting tired of the argum 
we are offering in favor of the transfer of th 
| old Philadelphia navy-yard to League Islano 

I do not say this in the way of an apology. },,, 
simply because we have been charged here ws 
advocating a local interest. That charge }, 
been made and insinuations have been thrown 
out not only against my immediate colleague. 
and myself, but against two or three others 
my colleagues from other districts of Pe 
vania. 

Lassertthat Pennsylvania requires no apology 
to be made here for asking appropriations, 
will ask the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
[Mr. Dawes, } and if he were here I would ag), 
the gentleman who in the last Congress hel, 
the position of chairman of the Committee ), 
Appropriations, when did Pennsylvania com, 
to Congress asking for an appropriation to ho 
| expended within her borders? Why, sir, the 
| gentleman well knows if he knows anything, 

and the Post Office Committee of this Hoyso 
well know, that we are now using a most uy 
suitable building for a post office in Philadel. 
phia, fifty feet wide by about two hundred fee; 
long—a building entirely unfit for the transac. 
tion of the postal business of a city of eight 
, hundred thousand and more people. And ye; 
we have not come to Congress for an appropri- 
ation for a new post office, as Boston and New 
York have done. And the gentleman wel! 
knows that the United States Mint in Philadel. 
phia occupies this day the same limited ground 
as it did when built nearly forty years ago. Yet 
the members from Pennsylvania have not come 
to Congress to ask an appropriation to enlarge 
that building, now so cramped for room. A\| 
we have asked for years in the way of new 
buildings—and I do not know how the gentle 
man from Massachusetts will treat us when au 
additional appropriation is demanded—is an 
appropriation for a plain brick building for ap- 
praisers’ stores in Philadelphia, now unfinished. 

But, as regards this bill, I will not permit any 
member to insinuate in the remotest degree 
that we came here merely advocating a local 
measure. This League Island question is no! 
local to Philadelphia. It is a navy-yard of th: 
United States. Itis designed to be in the future 
|| the greatest navy-yard of the United States, 
ay, in the world, if there is patriotism enough 
in this Congress and the Congresses to come 
after it to realize this idea. ‘l'here is nothing 
localin it. Why should it be considered local’ 
To be sure the people of Philadelphia and tli: 
Representatives were enabled to persuade a 
former Congress that this of all other spots in 
the country was the best place to locate a navy- 
' yard in which to build and repair iron-clads: 
|| but the idea that we are governed by local in- 
| terests and not by considerations of public pol: 


heed 
that 
ent 


With 


rs of 


nnsy}. 


gy 
| 


‘| icy and duty I know will not prevail to the disad: 
Mr. WHITTEMORE presented the creden- | 


vantage of our Navy and the Government. 

I proceed to show, or attempt to show to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, ] 
who has criticised this measure, that he should 
cease his opposition to it, and withdraw his 
motion to lay the bill upon the table. I assert 
that the bill does not put it in the power of the 
Secretary of the Navy to sell the old navy- 
yard and appropriate the proceeds as he may 
see fit. e has the power to sell the old 
yard, but the proceeds are to be appropriated 
as provided by the law passed by the Thirty- 
Ninth Congress. He cannot put the money 
into his own pocket. He cannot sell the land, 
either in whole or piecemeal, to his personal or 
political friends, as the gentleman seemed |o 
insinuate. He insinuated that personal or po!'! 
ical friends might induce the Secretary of tle 
| Navy or the President of the United States to 
/make a private sale of this property to the 
_ injury of the Government. He has been upon 
| the floor of Congress a much longer time than 
LT have, and he has read so much of our laws, 
I presume, that he ought to know that no offi 
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vor of the Government can sell one foot of 
iand or one pound of material belonging to it 
unless at public sale. 
“Look at the immense amount of public prop- 
wy we have had sold since the close of the war. 
‘ook at the vessels sold, the materials of war, 
and property in all the other Departments. 
He cannot pointto a single officer of this Gov- 
-epment who has sold one dollar’s worth at 
ivate sale. Hence, in my opinion, there was 
‘o necessity of the amendment offered by my 
league, [Mr. RanpaLi;] but it does not 
‘amage the bill, and I am satisfied with it. It 
say be right enough, but there was no actual 
ood of it. With that amendment the argu- 
went of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
-aye on the point of economy, is gone, and he 
‘u¢ht to withdraw all opposition to the bill. I 
an scarcely believe that the gentleman is not 
friend to this League Island project, for he 
erts here that he is not its enemy and says 
e considers it a fixed fact that this great pub- 
tie work must goon. But I do not want him 
to sit still and allow his apparent opposition 
, goto the country after the bill has been 
vuarded with all the guards that the most care- 
‘3] member of Congress could desire to have 
thrown around it. 
Now, as to the question of economy. It is 
a most excellent thing to be economical, both 
in private life and in public life. I think the 
people of the country would have a contempt 
fur the administration of this Government if 
it attempted to be extravagant and to spend 
money unnecessarily, just as I believe that in 
private life we are properly criticised when we 
do not measure qur expenses.by our means; 
but if economy means that important and 
necessary public works shall not be proceeded 
with the people of the country who pay the 
taxes that go to make up the revenues will 
not be satisfied with it. ‘They do not ask that 


a 


we shall stand still and make no improvements | 


for their benefit and security. 
Now, these estimates of 1,097,000 in 
round numbers are not appropriations. We 


eoo 
wee 
—Pveo 


all know that it is rarely ever the case that | 
a committee of this House reports the full | 


amount of the appropriations asked for in the 
estimates. My friend from Wisconsin [Mr. 
WasHBvRN] knows that very well. He is a 
hrewd member of the Committee on Appro- 
priations. He understands his business. 
has &@ local interest, of course, in having an 


appropriation made for the Des Moines rapids, | 


but he is wise enough to say to his colleagues 
onthe committee, ‘* I do not want the $1,000,- 
(00 asked for in the estimates for the next fiscal 
year; just let me have $200,000; that will 
satisfy me’’—and he gets it. 

Now, my friend from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Dawes] took occasion many times during his 
speech to speak about the estimate for doing 
this work at League Island. Well, I am frank 
enough to say here—I think my colleague [ Mr. 
Myers] has expressed the same view—that the 
Secretary of the Navy may think fit to ask for 
$800,000 or some smaller amount with which 
to commence this work and carry it on during 
the next fiscal year. We do not pretend to say 
that this great improvement, which we look 
forward to as becoming the greatest naval sta- 
tion in this country or abroad, will not cost 
several times $800,000. Yet we will have to 
be prudent ; we will have to take the course 
of our wise friend from Wisconsin, [Mr. 
WASHBURN. | 
mittee I would probably have followed his lead- 


ership in this respect. If we cannot get a large | 


appropriation we must take a smaller one 
when the appropriation bill comes before the 
House. When that bill does come in, if the 
committee does not recommend an appropria- 
ton, then when some member of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs or some one not on 
it asks for an appropriation for the commence- 
ment of this work I take it for granted that 


l . . 
the House will vote in such an amount as may 
be thought necessary. 


He | 


If I had been upon the com- | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
} 








| 





T 
| 








_ But this bill does not ask for an appropria- 
tion; it does not mention an appropriation ; 
it merely proposes to authorize the transfer of 


the old navy-yard to League Island and the | 


sale of the old location. 


man of the Committee on Appropriations [ Mr. 
Dawes | that there is to come hereafter a request 
for $800,000, he losing sight always of the fact 
that although an appropriation for that amount 
were asked to-day, before many months the 
progress of the work upon this island would 
be so far advanced that the sales of the old 


| avy-yard might commenceand go on, whereby 


the money would come into the Treasury more 
rapidly than it could possibly be taken out under 
the provisions we are now discussing, and under 
re hereafter to be made. 

ir. DAWES. Do I understand the gen- 


| tleman to admit that the passage of this bill 


would necessitate an appropriation ? 

Mr. O’NEILL. I will answer the gentleman 
with a great deal of pleasure. 

Mr. DAWES. That is, at this time. 

Mr. O’NEILL. I say this; at this time this 
bill does not demand an appropriation. 

Mr. DAWES. That is not what I ask. I 


| do not ask whether the bill demands an appro- 


priation, but whether the passage of this bill 
does not necessitate an appropriation now if 
anything is to be done? 

Mr. O’NEILL. With equal frankness I will 
answer. Of course this bill must be followed 
up by an appropriation at the time when the 
Navy Department may think it proper to sub- 
mit an estimate. This bill must be followed 
up by an appropriation at some time. 

Mr. DAWES. So I understand. 

Mr. O’NEILL. The Government cannot 
do its work without money any more than can 


a private individual; but I assert that when | 


the first direct appropriation is made for what- 
ever amount may be asked by the Secretary 
of the Navy, when that is done, there will 


be afterward no further effort to take money | 


actually out of the Treasury, for the sales of 
the old property will bring it in as rapidly as 
we would take it out. The amendment of my 


‘colleague [Mr. RanpALL]} proposes to ‘‘ cover 


in’’ to the Treasury every dollar resulting from 
such sales. 
be provided for with which to proceed with 
this naval station. 

Mr. DAWES. Then between the gentle- 
man and myself, is not the only difference 
this: whether we are now in as good a financial 
condition, with all the burdens we have upon 
us, to do this thing, as we shall probably be 
five years from to-day? Is not thatthe differ- 
ence between us ? 

Mr.O’NEILL. I think weare just as well pre- 
pared this day to build up a navy-yard in which 
we can construct iron dain and in which we 


| can make all the armature necessary for them, 
and thus be ready to compete with foreign | 
Governments on the seas, as we shall be five | 





years hence; and I think the people of this 
country are willing to pay taxes and add to 
the revenue to such an smount as to put us in 
a position that we may, through the Navy, 
defy the world. 


Mr. Speaker, let gentlemen examine the || 


the o Yet we are met with | 
| the terrible forebodings of the economical chair- 








Thus several million dollars will | 


|| our own shores, along our own coast. 


report—the very able report—of the Secretary | 


of the Navy ; and I will say here that no abler 


report hasever been made, although Iam ready | 


to do credit to his predecessor in the last Ad- 
ministration, Mr. Secretary Welles, for the 


selection of this place for a navy-yard on its 
merits—and they will find that there is a neces- 


| patriotism which prompted him to aid in the | 


sity for us to go on immediately with building | 


iron and iron-plated vessels with which we may 
be able to cope with those already built by 
other countries. ‘The Secretary says that at 
least ten iron-clad vessels are now wanted, not 


vessels fit only to be kept in port, not vessels | 


suitable only for the shallow waters along our | 


i] : 


coast, but such as can be sent out to strengthen 
our fleets on the various stations. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ad 


14] 


The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 


| Dawes] whispers to me and requests me to 
| say to the House what I think those ten ves- 


sels will cost. Mr. Speaker, if we had to-day 
such a naval station for iron-clads as we expect 
League Island to become, those vessels could 


be built comparatively cheap. I cannot tell 


| the cost of each ; they may each cost $1,000,- 


; Of 0, 


gut if they could be built in a navy- 
yard especially constructed for iron-clads, and 
under the supervision of naval officers and 
naval constructors and others engaged in our 
navy-yards in doing work for the Government, 


they would be fit to go to sea, fit to do their 


| duty when at sea in any location and under any 


circumstances. 
I am aware of the gentleman’s idea as to 


| private ship-yards, and I do not wish to de- 


| in private yards. 


tract from the ability of private ship-builders 
or to depreciate their great mechanical skill, 
but I remember his broad assertion here rela- 
tive to. the English Government building ships 
| believe he quoted some 
one as saying that ninety per cent. of the ves- 
sels of that Government have been built in 
such yards. [am certain he must have been 
mistaken in that statement, doubtless in con- 
sequence of misinformation on the part of his 
infermant. It is utterly impossible that the 
British Government could have built anything 
like ninety per cent. of its naval vessels in 
a establishments. It is more likely, per- 
1aps, that ten per cent. of them may have been 
so built, but certainly it cannot be that so many 
were, as he states. 

When has there been such an emergency in 
the history of that nation as to require it to 
build that proportion of its vessels in private 
yards? Certainly not since the Crimean war. 


| I suppose during that war the British Govern- 


ment was obliged to hire transportsand to pick 





up vessels wherever it could to transport troops 
and material of war to that distant country. 
But there must be a great mistake in the as- 
sertion that the British Government, of all 
Governments in the world, has been obliged to 
resort to private yards for the construction of 
so many naval vessels. I cannot believe it. 
We all know that during our late war our Gov- 
ernment was obliged to buy ships wherever it 
could. We built immense numbers of iron as 
well as of wooden ships, and yet, as the gen 
tleman from Massachusetts says, quoting, I 
believe, Admiral Porter, we had at the end of 
the war nothing to show for it; we had no 
Navy. And why? The wear and tear of con- 
stant service destroyed countless vessels, they 
being unsuited for naval purposes, which we 
hired or which we built in such hot haste. 

The experience of the late war should show 


| us the necessity of establishing a navy-yard 


where vessels can be properly constructed. We 
were then fighting a Power not prepared for a 
naval war. The service generally of our Navy 
was blockade duty. Our vessels were not re- 
quired to go out upon the ocean to meet foreign 
lene The naval duty to be performed was on 


Should 


| we become involved in a foreign war where 


should we be? We shall never be properly 
prepared for such an emergency until we have 
a yard in which we can build an iron ship from 
stem to stern, in which we can construct the 
necessary armature, and in which such a vessel 
can be fully equipped. 

There is one other consideration relative to 
a navy-yard of this kind. In reading a com- 
munication addressed to Mr. Lyncu, the chair- 
man of the special committee to look after 
the declining interests of our commercial ma- 
rine, I feund in the concluding paragraph a 


| statement that the mechanical force in the 


| 


great city of New York has decreased from 
twenty thousand men to two thousand men. 
The business of ship-building has fallen, ina 
few years, so that there is now employment for 
twothousand men only. For one lam amazed 
at it. Therefore, in the interest of these skilled 
| mechanics, in the interest of the men who do 








he labor of the country, and with a view of 
assisting them whenever they may be unem- 
ployed, let us make a Government naval sta- 
tion which will attract to it the best workmen 
of the country. Let us make a naval station 
for the building of iron-clads, where we can 
have good mechanics, and which will be a 
school for those who are going to be brought 
up to mechanical pursuits. 

Yet if we adopt the views of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts this cannot be done, and 
a navy of iron-clads cannot be constructed, 

imply because the different Secretaries have 
made estimates for three hundred and thirty- 
one thousand dollars, and upwards, for appro- 
priation for the expenses of the Government. 
in the last ten months we have paid off a large 
amount of the public debt. In December we 
paid nearly five million dollars, and we can 
vay it all off if necessary in this generation ; 
but we are not going, by continued excessive 
taxation, to do it at the rate of $100,000,000 
a year, and thus oppress those who fought 
out this rebellion successfully. We are notin 
so much of a hurry that this Congress must 
make no appropriations for the necessary pur- 
poses of the Government. If the estimated 


| tender of League Island. 


expenditures should be $451,000,000 the reve- | 


uues still are suflicient to pay for the construc- 
tion of an iron-clad naval station, as well as to 
pay off the public debt by a large amount every 
year. 

According to the argument of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts we are not to commence 
the building of a great navy-yard so much 
wanted and so long asked for, but we are to 


stop all improvements because the estimated | 


expenses, not the appropriations, sum up to 
hundreds of millions. 

Mr. Speaker, | have heard this same argu- 
ment in other places. 
complaint of heavy expenditures and the same 
murmuring at the public debt in the State of 
Vennsylvania. Yet notwithstanding that com- 
plaint we have developed the resources of that 


| have heard the same | 


yreat Commonwealth,and her citizensare quiet. | 


| heard this same talk of economy in the last 
Congress. I heard members complaining of 
land grants and subsidies to the Pacific rail- 
roads, and yet to-day, with millions expended 
for joining together the Atlantic and the Pacific 


by the railroad which is now in successful | 


operation, those murmurs have ceased. Such 
uu argument as has been made here is not the 
argument for the people of a great country. 
We are a progressive people, and as our popu- 


lation increases and our territory extends we | 


must make the necessary improvements for the || 


Government service. 

lo refuse to pass this proposition because, as 
the gentleman from Massachusetts supposes, 
the Secretary of the Navy will ask for an ap- 
propriation for League Island, is, in my judg: 
ment, to be controlled by a very poor argument. 
l agree with my colleague [Mr. Myers] who 
preceded me that it is a particularly poor argu: | 
ment to come at this time from the chairman 
of the Committee of Appropriations. If the 
gentleman trom Massachusetts at the com- 
mencement of this session of Congress had 
brought in his budget, if he had then warned 
us against making appropriations, if he had 
objected to the appropriation of $200,000 for 
the Des Moines rapids, he would perhaps have 
heen more consistent. I do not recollect dur- 
ng the past three or four years that we had 
made a specific appropriation for that improve- 
ment, 
_ I think it got some share of the $1,500,000 | 
lor general river and harbor purposes appro- 
priated by the Fortieth Congress. A report 
was made on it, but I do not know how it was | 


divided up or who was benefited by the divis- || 
ion. But no specitic appropriation having been |, 


made for so long atime the chairman of the 
committee might have considered it as a new | 
work if he had been sincere in his convictions | 
of economy. 
Mr. Speaker, I do not deny that this is a 
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matter in which I feel a great interest on behalf 
of my country. I hope 1 shall always endeavor 
at least to represent my constituents upon this 
floor. 
vital to the country at large. And if any one 
here supposes that Philadelphia in this mag- 


nificent gift was looking to the getting rid of | 


this old navy-yard—that is to say, getting it out 


of the way of improvements—I assert that that | 
I never heard it in- 


supposition is groundless. 
timated before I heard it hinted at in this House 
that it was from a selfish point of view that the 
municipal authorities of that city made their 
I had always be- 
lieved that that tender originated in the 

atriotism and generosity of the people of 
Philadelphia and in their desire to contribute 
to the greatness of the country. I had always 
believed and still believe that the city donated 
the ground, which had cost three hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars and upwards, for the 
purpose of letting the Government have a place 
upon which should be constructed such a navy- 


yard as would answer its requirements in all | 


time to come. 

Mr. RANDALL obtained the floor, and 
inquired how much of the morning hour re- 
mained. 

The SPEAKER, 

Mr. RANDALL. 
in my own right, and to 
of time to my colleague, 

Mr. WELKER. 
body else than those representing Philadel- 


But five minutes. 

I desire to take the floor 
ield for that length 
Mr. Reapina. } 


| phia had an opportunity of saying something 


about this bill. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
I have 
e question. No one on 
this side of the House has yet spoken. 

Mr. WELKER. Not anybody outside of 
the Philadelphia delegation. 

Mr. RANDALL. One of the most effective 


| speeches in the whole discussion was delivered 


by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
Dawes. | 

Mr. READING. Lhave no desire or design 
to occupy the time of the House by attempting 
to answer any of the objections which have been 
urged against League Island as a location for 
an iron-clad navy-yard depot. That question 
has been fully discussed; all the objections have 


| been answered. And I conceive it to be a set- 
| tled fact that League Island having been accept- 








ed by the Government—that acceptance having 
been approved by the executive department 
and both Houses of Congress—that island is 
now to be the great iron-clad navy-yard of the 
world, and if any further remains to be said 


upon that point | leave it to wiser heads than | 
my own, fully satisfied that League Island is | 
| able to bear any amount of scrutiny or any | 
| opposition that has been or that can be brought 


against it. 

I rise, Mr. Speaker, in the interest of our 
common country as well as that portion of the 
city of Philadelphia, which I have the honor 


locally to represent, for the purpose only of || 


placing myself on the record as fully approv- 
ing the passage of this bill, which authorizes 


the Secretary of the Navy to remove the Phil- | 


adelphia navy-yard from its present site to 
League Island. 


in my desire to economize, believing that re- | 


trenchment in all of the departments of the 
Government is essential in order that our vast 
national debt which now paralyzes the labor 
and the industry of our country should be paid 
off at the earliest possible period, and that oner- 
ous, unjust, and unequal system of taxation 
which now crushes the energies of the laboring 
popniation of our land should be lightened as 
soon as possible, I must say that if, sir, | saw 


in the passage of this bill any possibility in- | 
| volved of such an appropriation of $800,000 


as has been suggested by the gentleman from 


Massachusetts, indeed of any immediate appro- | 


priation whatever, I certainly should give my 
vote to lay this bill on the table. But seeing 


|| no such facts involved in the passage oft 
=] 


But I believe also that this is an interest | 


I should be glad if some: | 


Iam willing that the gen- | 
| tleman shall have a ~ of my time. 
_not yet spoken on t 


And while I yield to no man | 
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his bill. 


als 
oU, thar 


| believing, as has been fully demonstrat 
_ by the sale of the present site of the navy... 
the amount realized from that sale will 1. 
almost if not entirely sufficient to defray al] t} 
expenses of the removal, it is unmeanin, 
urge that we are at peace with no Prospect 
war as an argument to delay this work. o¢ ¢.. 
more importance to the whole country thay, »), 
| New York post office and other large enter:.;.. 
| in which the Government is " 


aning | 


| nterprise 
| how engaged 

| I am willing that all possible tl 
|| shall be thrown around this bill to protect th 
|| public Treasury, and that the proceeds ¢hy,| 
|| all go into the Treasury and be appropriate: 
| as such funds usually are. Philadelphia doo. 
|| not propose to take one cent out of the Treasury. 
8 tax. 
| & tes. Be. 
lieving this, 1 hope the House will consider 
| this question impartially. I feel that it is due 
| to the interests of the country, due to the mae 
| nanimity of Philadelphia, due to the honor o! 
| this House, that this bill reported by the chair. 
| man of the Committee on Naval Affairs shall 
| pass; and I hope that gentlemen will consider 
| this subject without prejudice, underthe demo. 
cratic idea of the greatest good to the greatest 
number, and not be influenced by the opposi 
| tion of those who may be disposed to ery 
|| ‘* sour grapes.’’ : 
| [Here the hammer fell. ] 

| Tbe SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
expired. 

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to say that I yield 
fifteen minutes of my time to-morrow morning 
to the gentleman from Wisconsin, [ Mr. Wasu.- 
BURN. ] 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman has fifty 
five minutes of his hour remaining. ; 


| to add one single farthing to the oneroy 
| ation on the people of the United Sta 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| ADMISSION OF VIRGINIA. 
|| Mr. DAVIS. I desire to introduce and have 
put upon its passage a bill to correct an omis- 
sion in the act passed yesterday to admit th: 
State of Virginia to representation in Congress. 
The bill was read for information. It pr 
vides that wherever the word ‘oath’ is used 
in the act entitled ‘‘An act to admit th 
State of Virginia to representation in the Con 
| gress of the United States’’ it shall be con 
| strued to include an affirmation, and that every 
| person required by said act to take either o/ 
|| the oaths therein prescribed who has religious 
| or conscientious scruples against taking an 
| oath may make and file an aflirmation to the 
| same purport and effect, provided that all pains 
| 
| 
ii 
| 
i] 
{| 
| 
| 
' 





and penalties of perjury prescribed by said act 
shall apply also to any false affirmation taken 
thereunder. 
Mr. VAN TRUMP. 
become a law? 
The SPEAKER. It has passed through all 
| the stages of legislation. 


Has the original bil! 


| Mr. WOODWARD. I would inquire o! 
| the gentleman from New York [Mr. Davis} 
| whether he deems this bill necessary at all ? 
|| Mr. DAVIS. Itis necessary, and I will state 
'| why. By the original act not only is an oath 
1 required but the particular form of oath is 
'| prescribed, and every person is required to 
|| take an oath in that form. I understand that 
} there are members of the Legislature of Vir- 
| ginia who cannot by reason of conscientious 
|| scruples take an oath at all, and are excluded 
|| by virtue of the act which has passed this Con- 
|| gress. 
|| The SPEAKER. The Chair begs to sug- 
| gest to the gentleman from New York that 
| there is no official information before the 
|| House that the act which has been passed has 
|| become alaw. The bill might lie upon the 
| table until such information is communicated. 
Mr. DAVIS. I have no objection to that. 
The SPEAKER. By general consent the 
| bill may lie upon the table until some commu: 
| nication shall be received from the Executive. 


| ELECTION CONTEST—-WALLACE VS, SIMPSON. 
I rise to a question of 


| Mr. BURDETT. 
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‘ I call up the report of the Com- 
oe f Elections in the case of Wallace rs. 
Simpson, from the fourth congressional dis- 
a of South Carolina. I call for the reading 
+ than resolution repo rted by the commit tee, 
read as follows: 


‘} 


The ( lerk 
That upon the papers referred to the 
nmittee ; of E lee tions in the contested case of A. 
Wallace t. D. Simpson, from the fourth con- 
nial a ic vo South Carolina, A. 8S. Walla 
“tele e entitled to a seat in the Hou e as the 
tative of said district, subject to the future 
( the House or to the merits of the case. 
RANDALL. I now ask that the reso- 
reported by the minority of the com- 
nay be ret ad. 
rhe Clerk read as follows : 
1, That W._D. Simpson is not entitled, 
. resolution of Me urch, 1869, to a seat from the 
h di trict of South Carolina, by reason of ineli- 
lity; and that A. S. W allace is not entitled to 
tbecause he was not “by the greatest number 


pseaty ° > ° ; 
tes duly elected ’’ by the people of that district. 


Mr. BURDETT. Mr. Speaker, in opening 
case I do not propose to occupy the atten- 
not the House more than a few minutes. 

[ will merely state the case as it is understood 
ythe majority of the Committee of Elections, 
ind then I will yield to the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ranpaut, | on the part of 
he minority of the committee. 

[t will be recollected by the House that this 
ase was pending at the adjournment of the 
last session of Congress, and upon which a vote 
was not reached for lack of time. 

lhe facts of the case are these: at the gen- 

‘al election held in the year 1868 in the State 
of South Carolina Mr. Simpson was a candi- 
date on the one hand and Mr. Wallace was 

indidate on the other hand for Kepresentative 
in this House from the fourth congressional 

istrict of the State of South Carolina. A 
culiarity of the facts connected with that 

election, and which now brings this case to the 

iotice of the House for its decision to-day, is 
bat the board of canvassers of the State of 
uth Carolina, upon making their certifica- 
in, as it is called by the law of that State, as 
to the result of that election, have sent to the 
louse a certificate that William J. Simpson is 
ected to this House; and they have also sent 
a certificate in the same form that A. S. Wal- 
ace is elected to this House from the fourth 
listrict of South Carolina; and we have before 
he House, as there was before the committee, 
his somewhat anomalous state of facts. 

By the law of South Carolina the board of 
canvassers in that State consists of the secre- 

ry of State, the comptroller gene , the 
attorney general, and the treasurer of that 
State, a majority of whom are authorized to 
act and to certify. It is provided that this 
board of canvassers shall meet at the State 
capital in the month of December, I believe, 
and shall there proceed to count up the returns 
duly made, and from this count shall certify 
who is elected 

On the 2d day of December, 1868, this board 
did meet and perform that duty. And it seems 
(rom the papers now before the House, as I 
have before stated, that they did form a con- 
clusion both as to Simpson and as to Wallace, 
and that they certified accordingly. It is per- 
haps proper a necessary for, me to state to 
the House a fact which has come to the knowl- 
edge of the committee and of the House since 
the report of the committee was laid before 
the House at the last session of Congress, in 
order that it may be properly explained, as in 
my judgment it does not in any wise change 
the facts and circumstances upon which the 
finding of the committee was based. 

It is provided that the board of State can- 
Vassers upon making a determination of the 
state of the polls sh: all certify to the elected 
man the result of that count, and shall also 
file in the office of the secretary of State a cer- 
tific: ation of that result. When the case was 
vefore the committee it appeared that this part 
‘their duty had been performed ; the board 

they had 


} 
granted a certificate to Simpson : 
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' now as they 


ligence of the House is: 


granted a certificate to Wallace, and they had 
also filed a proper certification in the oftice of 
the secretary of State. 

It is further provided, however, that a cer- 
tified copy of this general certification, as it is 
termed in the laws of that State, shall be then 
sent to the Speaker of the House. And this 
document is by the law of South Carolina made 
the primal evidence of a right to a seat in this 
House. 

When the committee considered this case this 
general certificate had not been filed before the 
committee, and in fact it had not been received 
by the Clerk of the House. But inasmuch as 
this generé al certification was simply a tran- 
script of the specific certificate given to each 
one of the candidates declared to be el lected it 
was not necessary, therefore, that the commit- 
tee or the House should determine whether any 
election had been or had not been had. How- 
ever, since the adjournment of the last session 
of Congress that general certificate has been 
forwarded, and, as in the case of the individual 
certificates, there is also a certificate to Simp- 
son and a certificate to Wallace; so that the 
facts and the law of the case stand precisely 
y did when the committee made 
their report to the House. 

Now, the question which appeals to the intel- 
upon this state of facts 
who is entitled to the seat upon this floor? The 
House is relieved from any affirmative consid- 
eration of the case of William D. Simpson, 
since by the operation of the resolution of the 
House of the 22d of March ; " relative to dis- 
qualification under the act of July 2, 1862, it 
has been reported to the Basen, and so stands, 
that Mr. Simpson is not eligible to a seat in 
this House. Therefore the question is whether 
or not Mr. Wallace upon the papers before 
the House is entitled to a seat here. 

I do not wish to be understood as saying that 
in my view or in the view of the committee the 
fact that Mr. Simpson has been found to be 
ineligible gives any further right to Mr. Wal- 
lace than if Mr. Simpson were in fact eligible. 
I will state what I understand from the doeu- 
ments before the House and the committee to 
be the reason which led to the issuing of a cer- 
tificate of election to Mr. Wallace after such 
a certificate had already been issued to Mr. 
Simpson. 

The board of canvassers, from the facts laid 
before them and the investigations made by 
them, came to the conclusion that the apparent 
majority for Mr. Simpson had been obtained 
by fraud, by violence, and by duress, and that 
therefore it ought not to be counted. Hence 
it was dis regarded. This, 1 believe, is a plain 
and fair statement of the matter—a statement 
as favorable to gentlemen on the other side as 
I can make it. 

But, Mr. Speaker, an examination of the 
papers in the case will disclose this state of 
facts: only three of the board of canvassers of 
the State of South Carolina joined in the cer- 
tificate of Mr. Simpson. Under the laws of 
that State the certificate of a majority of the 
board is necessary to validaction. It appears 
(and so far as the papers are concerned those 
papers are under the seal of the State) that on 
the same day one of those canvassers, the 
comptroller general of the State, withdrew his 
action in reference to signing the certificate of 
Mr. Simpson, declaring that so far as he was 
concerned it was as though it never had been, 
and joined in the certificate of Mr. Wallace ; 
so that co far as the papers and reports go, if 
we give credit to the action of those officers 
of the State who are by law the judges of the 
matter, the certificate of Mr. Simpson stands 
with but two names appended to it, while four 
of the State canvassers joined in the certificate 
of Mr. Wallace. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I beg permission of the 
gentleman from Missouri to make asingle sug- 
gestion. The report of the majority of the 
committee in this case is, as I understand, that 
Mr. Wallace is entitled to a seat prima facie, 
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not that he was duly elected, but that on the 
papers presented in the case he is prima facie 
entitled to a seat on this floor. The gentleman 
from Missouri has stated that a ce rtain paper 
in favor of Mr. Simpson having been in the 
tirst instance signed by three of the State can- 
vassers, One of those officers subsequently with- 
drew his action and signed the certificate of Mr. 
Wallace. I would hke to know where those 
certificates are. I have been looking over the e 
report of the majority and I do not find the: 

set forthin it. There is nothing brought be fore 
the House by which members can judge as to 
the validity of those certificates of election, 
upon which the claims of these contestants ag 
to the prima facie right are to be decided. 

If Mr. Wallace is entitled to admission to a 
seat at this time it is not because the commit 
tee report that he has been duly elected, for 
that question has not been considered by the 
committee ; the reason must be that upon an 
examination of the papers issued by the duly 
authorized board of canvassers he is shown to 
be upon the face of those papers, upon first 
blush, prima facie entitled to the seat. Now, 
these papers are not, so far as I can see, 
I have hurriedly 
looked through the report and the evidence, 
and I do not find the certificates u pon which 
this question must turn. I hope, therefore, 
the gentleman from Missouri if he has those 
papers in his possession, will have them read 
at the Clerk’s deskthat members of the House 
may understand upon what the committee bass 
their claim that Mr. Wallace is entitled, prima 
Jacie, upon the papers to a seat on this floor. 

Mr. BURDETT. I hold in my hand the 
documents referred to by the gentleman from 
Illinois, and I have no objection to having them 
read at the Clerk’sdesk. I will not now pursue 
further the discussion of this question, but I 
will yield for one hour to my colleague on the 
committee, the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. RaNnDALL, | reserving, however, the right 


to take the floor at the conclusion of the hour 


for the purpose of calling the previous question. 
I will say that so far as I am concerned I do 
not desire, nor do I understand that the com 

mittee desires, to curtailin the least the debate 
upon this question if the House should wish it 
to be continued longerthantwohours. U pon 
the call of the previous question the House will 
indicate whether it desires the debate to con- 
tinue beyond that limit. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Burperr] will understand that he 
has no right to yield the floor for one hour. 
If he surrenders the floor, the Chair will recog 
nize for one hour the gentleman from Penn 
sylvania [ Mr. RanDALL] in his ownright. The 
gentleman from Missouri can, at the conclusion 
of the hour, resume the floor for the peepee 
of calling the previous question. If that should 
be seconded and the main question ordered he 
would then be entitled to one hour. 

Mr. RANDALL. I should like to have the 
gentleman send those certificates up to the 
Clerk’s desk to be read. 

Mr. BURDETT. I will yield all of my hour 
but the last five minutes to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. RANDALL. I should like to come to 
an understanding on this matter. ‘The gentle 
man from Illinois [Mr. MarsHau] has asked 
for the reading of those certificates. ‘The gen 
tleman from Missouri has given his consert to 
have them read, and I should like to have them 
read without coming out of my time before | 
begin my remarks. 

‘The Clerk read the certificates, a 
bs 


s follows: 
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
{Coat of arms. | 
By the Board of State Canvassers 


‘s W. D. StMpson: 
‘ . ¢ 1 oe act 
W hereas in pursuance of an act entitled An act 
providing for the next general election and the man 


ner of conducting the a. passed on the 26th day 
of September, in the yearot our Lord 1865, an election 
has been held for a Representative in the Forty- 


First Congress of the United States for the fourt! 
congressional district of the State of South Caroli 








ve 
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and upon examination of the returns which have 
been received it appears that you, the said W. D. 
impson, have been elected by a majority of votes, 
edo, therefore, by virtueof the powers in us vested, 
certify that you, the said W. D. Simpson, have been 
duly elected to represent the people of this State as 
i memberiof the House of Kepresentatives in the 
Vorty-First Congress of the United States. 
Given under our hands and the seal of the State, 
Columbia, this 24 day of December, in the year 
of our Lord 1868, and mm the ninety-third year of the 
independence of the United States. i 
Vv. 4. CARDOZO, Secretary of State, 
NILES G. PARKER, Treasurer, 
J. lL. NEAGLE, Comptroller General, 
Board of State Canvaseers. 


THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 


[Coat of arms.| 
By hia Exceilency Ropert K. Scort, Governor and 

Commander-in-Chicf in and overthe State aforesaid : 
Vo WwW. D. SIMPSON: 

W herem c 
providing for the next general election and the man- 
ner of conducting the same,” 
of September, inthe year of our Lord 1868, an election 
las been held for Representatives in tne Forty-First 
Cougreas of the UnitedStates for the fourth congres- 

onaldistriet, and upon examination of the returns 
vhieb have been received itappearsthat you ,thesaid 
.. D.Simpson, have been duly elected by a majority of 
voles: i do therefore, by virtue of the powers in me 
vested, commission, you the said W. D. Simpson to 

present the people of this State as a memberof the 
tlouseoft Representatives of the Forty-First Congress 
of the United States. 

This commission to continue in force from the 4th 
March, 1869, to the 4th March, 1871. 

(diven under my hand and the seal of the State in 
Columbia this 24d day of December, in the year of 
our Lord 1868, and in the ninety-third year of the 
independence of the United States of America. 

By the Governor, Rosert K. Scorr. 

I’. L. CARDOZO, Secretary of Mate, 


{L. 8.] ris STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 
{Coat of arms. | 
By the Board of State Canvaseere: 
To Hon. J.S8. WALLACE: 

Whereas in pursuance of an act entitled “An act 
providing forthe next general election and the man- 
ner of condueting the same,” passed on the 26th day of 

eptember, in the year of our Lord 1868, an election 
has been held for member of the Forty-lirst Congress 
of the United States for the fourth congressional dis- 
trict of the State of South Carolina, and upon ex- 
amination of the returns which have been received 
it appears that you, the said A. 8S. Wallace, have 
eceived a majority of the legal votes, we do, there- 
re, by virtue of the powers in us vested, certify 
hat vou, the said A. 8S. Wallace, have been duly 
elected to represent the people ofthis State as a mem- 
of the Forty-First Congress of the United States 

r the fourth congressional district of the State of 

outh Carolina. 

Given under our hands and the seal of the State in 
Columbia, this 2dday of December, in the yearof our 
Lord 1868, and in the ninety-third year of the inde- 
pendence of the United States of America. 


i’. L. CARDOZO, Seerctery of State, 

J. L. NEAGLE, Comptroller General, 
NILES G. PARKER, Trearurer, 

D. ti. CHAMBERLAIN, Attorney General, 


Board of Canvassers, 

ROBERT K. SCOTT, 

Governor of South Carolina. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Hamuty, one of its clerks, notifying the 
House that that body had passed a joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 105) authorizing the pass- 
port clerk of the Department of State to admin- 

ter oaths and affirmations to applicants for 
passports, and asked its concurrence therein. 

WALLACE VS. SIMPSON—-AGAIN. 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask the 
calm consideration of the House to this sub- 
ect while I endeavor to recite the law which 
should control our action and the facts which 
appear from the testimony presented to the 
committee; and if I should make any appeal 
to any passion Lask that you will not consider 
it as of any weight whatever. On the other 
hand, | ask from those who do not accord with 
me in political sentiments that they shall dis- 
iniss from their minds all partisan prejudice, 
and decide this question according to the law 
and the trath upon the prima facie case. I 
think I shall be able to show before I con- 
clude that the prima facie right is not in Mr. 
Wallace, but in Mr. Simpson. 

The committee at the opening of their con- 
sideration of this subject were confronted with 
a resolution of the House, which directed them 
that, whenever it came to their knowledge that 
there was an alleged ineligibility on the part 


in pursuance of an act entitled “An act | 


passed on the 26th day | 


of any claimant of a seat in this House, it 
should be the duty of the committee to inquire 
into the truth of the allegation. The com- 
mittee, following the direction of the House, 


looked into that subject, and unanimously | 


came to the conclusion, by the admissions of 


Mr. Simpson himself, he was ineligible to a | 


seat. The examination of these papers, there- 
fore, is not material to the decision of Mr. 
Simpson’s prima facie right to aseat. Yet 


they ought to be considered in order to de- | 


termine whether the papers relied upon by his 
competitor show a superior title to the seat in 
dispute. 


lor the better understanding of the case I | 


shall ask the attention of the House to the sec- 


tions of the statutes of South Carolina which 
directly bear upon this case, and which con- | 


stitute the law that should guide and control 
us in our action. 

Section thirty-five of the general election 
lawe of South Carolina is as follows: 

“Sree. 35. The seeretary of State, comptroller gen- 


eral, attorney general, and treasurer shall constitute | 
the State canvassers, three of whom shall be a suff- | 


| cient number to form a board.” 


_ vacancies, in case such should exist. 


The next section provides for the filling of 
i The 
succeeding sections define the duties of the 
canvassers and of the secretary of state, and I 


| ask the Clerk to read them. 


| ination 


The Clerk read as follows: 


**37. The board when thus formed shall, upon the 
certified copies of the statements made by the boards 
of county canvassers, proceed to make a statement 
of the whole number of votes given at such election 
for the various offices, and each of them voted for, 
distinguishing the several counties in which they 
were given. They shall certify such statements to 
be correct, and subseribe the same with their proper 
names, 

“98. Upon such statements they shallthen pro- 
ceed to determine and declare what persons have 
been, by the greatest number of votes, duly elected 
to such offices, or either of them. 

**39. They shall make and subseribe, on the proper 
statement, a certificate of such determination, and 
shall deliver the same to the secretary of State. 

“40. The board shall have the power to adjourn, 
from day to day, for a term not exceeding five days. 

“41, The secretary of State shall record in his 
oflice, in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, 
each certified statement and determination which 
shall be delivered to him by the board of State can- 
vassers, and every dissent or protest that shall have 
been delivered to him by a canvasser. 

“42. He shall without delay transmit a copy, 
under the seal of his office, of such certified determ- 
to each person thereby declared to be 
elected, and alike copy to the Governor. 

“43. He shall cause a copy of such certified state- 
ments and determinations to be printed in one or 
more of the public newspapers in each county, if 
any shall be published therein. 

“44. He shall prepare a general certificate, under 
the seal of the State and attested by him as secretary 
thereof, addressed to the House of Representatives 
of the United States in that Congress for which any 


person shall have been chosen, of the due election | 


of the persons so chosen at such election as Repre- 
sentatives of this State in Congress, and shall trans- 


mit the same to the said House of Representatives | 


at their first meeting.”’ 


Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, this is the 


| law of the State of South Carolina controlling 


| the proceedings in the case, and I now wish to 


direct attention to the certificates which have 
been read springing out of the requirements of 
this law; and the House will notice the remark- 





able difference, that while in one case the board | 


of canvassers declare that Mr. Simpson has 


| been elected, having received the largest num- 


ber of votes, yet, in what is termed a second 
certificate, which was given to Mr. Wallace, 


| they declare that Mr. Wallace is entitled to his 


seat because he has received the greatest num- 
ber of legal votes. It will be observed that 
there is no provision of the law which gives 
the board any authority whatever of a judicial 
character. On the contrary, they are confined 
to ministerial and clerical duties, simply to 


| make a statement and determination of all the 


votes cast, certifying who had received the 
greatest number of votes, to which they are 
directed to attach their signatures. That cer- 
tificate so signed should be transmitted to the 
secretary of State, whose duty it was to send to 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives a 


| general certificate, under seal of the State and 
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| this absent paper. 
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attested by himas the secretary of State thereof 
the same as other certificates in other oe 
from which the roll of this House js made ur 

Let us see what else this board of canvasser, 
did for Mr. Simpson which they failed to a,, 
as to Mr. Wallace. I ask the Clerk to Send 
the statement of votes made by this boar). 
under another section of the law, which show. 
that Mr. Simpson was elected by 4,299 ».. 
jority. : 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Votes of the State of South Carolina for Representat 

to the korty-Lirst Congress, 


Ma- 


ines 





Fourth congres- W.D. A.S. James I 
sional district, Simpson. Wallace. Cite : 
aig 1,064 29] —— 
> re 1,105 369 * 
Greenville.........000 is 1,5311 4 
DEAT, cancas vosecssseses 1,895 1,18 " 
Spartanburg......... 2,074 376 : 
| aan nl RES 1,756 866 ag 
ei itincassbdscre sche: 2,039 1,537 “4 
ID i. cnatiaennattanien 405 1,66: i 
PT is. siessizcnceesan 1,182 1,994 - 
iis bak nets 14,098 9 S07 89 


We certify the above statement to be correct. 
F. L. CARDOZO, Secretary of State, 
N. G. PARKER, Treasurer of South ( 
J. LL. NEAGLE, Comptroller General, 
Board of State Canvassers, 


‘arolina, 


Mr. RANDALL. I hold in my hand the 
‘* Phenix,’’ a paper published in the State of 
South Carolina, in which appears this adver. 
tisementas read bytheClerk. It appears there 
in strict obedience to the law. ‘There is no 
such certificate, no such publication made or 
pretended to have been made in any respect as 
to Mr. Wallace as the law requires. When 
these reports were drawn, another important 
paper, a paper which the secretary of State was 
bound to transmit to the Speaker of this House 
was missing and as to which I have a further 
statement to make. Since that time a copy of 
that paper, as originally transmitted to the 
Speaker of this House, has been furnished the 
House and referred to the committee. It isa 
paper which sets forth that Mr. Simpson was 
elected, a paper which on the back of it cer- 
tifies that that certificate which is provided for 
by law was properly transmitted to this House, 
and if I am not misinformed, reached here and 
was referred to the committee. It lay on the 
desk of this House and was lost or taken away 
in some manner, so that the committee in the 


| original decision of this case were obliged to 


decide it in the absence of that paper, which 
being now present is, to my mind, conclusive 
as to the prima facie right to the seat here. 
It was in obedience to the law. It was from 
beginning to end in strict obedience to the law, 
and so are all the papers upon which we estab- 
lish the facts and which induces the resolution 
which we ask this House to adopt. 

Let me turn for a moment to the report of 
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Burvert] 
and see what he thinks and what he says ot 
He states in his report as 
follows: 

**From the official papers and evidence referred 
by the House it sufficiently appears that the said 
board of State canvassers provided for in section 
thirty-five, above quoted, met at the time and place 
prescribed by law and performed the duties devolved 
on them by sections thirty-seven, thirty-eight, and 
thirty-nine of said act, and that the secretary o! 
State thereupon performed the duties prescribed for 


| him bysection forty-two of thesaid act,namely,thathe 
| transmitted a copy, under the seal of his office, of the 


certified determination of the board of canvassers to 
each person thereby declared to have been elected, 
and a like copy to the Governor; but it does not ap- 
pear that he ever prepared or forwarded to the House 
of Representatives the general certificate provided 
for by section forty-four of that act. This general 
certificate so provided for was evidently intended by 
the law-making power of that State to be the primal 
evidence of right to a seat in this House furnished by 
the authorities of that State to her elected citizens 
and in the settlement of prima facie rights would, i! 
unimpeached, be the highest evidence.” 


Now, sir, that paper which my friend in his 
report states to this House would be the high- 
est evidence is here presented, with a certii- 
cate upon the back of it that it was transmit 
ted to the House, but, as the result shows, 1 
disappeared. I claim that no injury should 
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ne to Mr. Simpson by that omission, as 

- plied. This certificate which comes 

“subsequently is not impeached in any 
ticular, either as to its legality or as to its 
‘henticity. But my friend goes further and 
Why this certificate, so clearly provided for, has 
; withheld does notappear. Its presence might 
| probably would have saved any question or 
vil on the question of the prima facie right to the 
‘st now under discussion as well as in anothercase 
 q similar character arising in that State; but 
‘oo that general certificate is in fact but a tran- 

stot the ‘certified determination’ of the board of 

»yassers provided forin section forty-two, andsince 

vat paper duly executed and authenticated is pro- 

-ood, the committee are of opinion that the absence 
‘she general certificate should not prejudice the 
‘iaims of the district to representation.” 

That certificate is here produced, and all I 
ck of the House is that the House will look 
ot that certificate and give it the weight which 
my friend from Missouri told you when it was 
ohsent it ought to receive if present. 


Inwhat particular do these certificates differ? | 


And that brings me to a direct examination of 
she two certificates. Mr. Simpson’s certificate, 

ke every other paper upon which the minority 
; in strict accordance with law. Mr. 


y, 18 





rey : aa | 
Wallace’s certificate, upon the other hand, does 


ot pretend to follow the direction of the law. 
it is a certificate of the board after they had 
#lecally gone into an examination of the merits 
ofthe case. It will be shown that in the very 
notice Mr. Wallace served upon Mr. Simpson 
at that time he never dreamed that any other 
certificate established his prima facie right. 


In the notice which he served upon Mr. Simp- | 


son he acknowledged him to be elected, and 


thirty days—after the adjournment of this 
board, who issued a duplicate certificate to 
Mr. Wallace. 

But more than that, the very statement of the 


hoard upon which so much reliance is placed | 
runs to the merits of the case, for they set || 


forth and recognize Mr. Simpson as having a 

‘ma facie right : 

“The board of commissioners in the discharge of 

duties imposed upon them by law have felt com- 

l to declare, upon the returns of the commis- 
ers of election, that William D. Simpson has 
en prima facie elected to the Forty-First Congress 
the United States as Representative from the 
th congressional district of the State of South 
ylina.’’ 

(hey say that they have been compelled to 
acknowledge that Mr. Simpson has a prima 
facie right to the seat. 
that that statement should be used upon the 
wima facie determination of this case. 


should come to the attention of the House only 
when the merits of the question were to be 
determined. 

In this connection, as the gentleman from 


Missouri has ventured in some degree upon || 


an examination of the merits of the case, I feel 
called upon to state what I am authorized to 
state, and the authority given to me is open 
at any time to any member of this House, and 
upon an examination if the case shall be re- 
committed to the committee, as I hope it may 
be, it will be established by proof. 

[ am advised to say, if opportunity is given, 
that it can be established upon the testimony 


of said Cardozo, secretary of State, thatthe cer- | 


On | 
the contrary, everything therein contained goes | 
to show that they intended that that statement | 





They never intended || 





tificates presented by Hoce and Wallace, and | 


relied upon by the majority as showing a prima 
/acie title in favor of Hoce and Wallace, were 
not gotten up in his (the secretary of State’s) 
ofice or signed by him as an official act, as he 


will say under oath; that Hoge and Wallace | 


called and got from him the blank certificates, 


filled up as they appear; that they then re- 
turned, sought his signature and obtained it, 


the dates. 


And this leads me to state—and I do not 


think [ violate any of the proprieties of the 
Committee-room in doing so—that the com- 


without his reading or noticing its contents or | 


mittee have already taken steps in that direc- 


| tion to bring these gentlemen here to explain | 


to the committee and to the House how they 


| could legally and in accordance with their 


| papers. 


duties as “er poos by law sign two sets of 


t is very desirable to have that 
explained. 


__I state that he will further say under oath, | 
if allowed to come here and testify, that he 


regarded such signature as unofficial, because 

it was beyond the time allowed by law to do | 

any Official act in the premises. 
Now, in the face of all this is the House 


|| prepared to thrust a man in here who never 


was elected by the people he claims to repre- 
sent here? And not only was he not elected, | 


} 
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am further advised that Attorney General 
Chamberlain, if brought here, will prove that 


the statement and papers in favor of Hor and 


| Wallace were gotten long after Reed and 


| Simpson had been dec 


| Mr. Simpson. 


but he was beaten by over four thousand votes. || 


This is a case in which not even the largest 
latitude of political disposition will warrant 
the party on the other side of the House in 
taking the position advocated by the report of 
the majority. This officer will swear—and 
recollect that it is Mr. Cardozo of whom I am 


| speaking, the colored secretary of State of 


South Carolina—and he ought to be good 
authority in this House 

Mr. HOGE. 
davit of the secretary of State of South Caro- | 
lina? 

Mr. RANDALL. I stated distinctly that if 
the opportunity was given Mr. Cardozo would | 





prove what I have stated. 1] 


Mr. HOGE. Stated by what authority? 

Mr. RANDALL. By the authority of offi- 
cial letters in my possession, which the gentle- 
man can have access to at any time. 1 hope | 
that is satisfactory to the gentleman. 

Mr. HOGE. 1 deny that the secretary of 


Has the gentlemen the affi- || 


| of Mr. Reed. 


| State of South Carolina has ever made any || 





| such statement. 


Mr. RANDALL. Give us the opportunity 
to prove it ; it is a question that can be settled 
if allowed; and I will say further that he will 
swear that they were gotten up as late as Ieb- 


ruary, 1869, although bearing date: December | 


2,1868. (See election law of September, 1868, 
sections thirty-four and forty.) He will also 
prove that the papers purporting to be a state- 
ment of the board of State canvassers on page 
20, of document eighteen, in HoGe’s case, and 


| page 14, document seventeen, in Simpson’s | 


case, are without date. 
fact, that the Committee of Elections should 
base the admission of Mr. Wallace to a seat in 
this House upon a statement of facts that is 


| without date, which should have been made 





within five days in the prima facie case. 
Now, sir, if there is anybody to be injured 


| by that it surely should not be Mr. Simpson. 


Mr. Cardozo will testify that these papers were 
gotten up in February, 1869, and that he in- 
tended to sign them as an individual opinion 
and not as an officer of the State. 

Mr. Cardozo willalso prove that the protest, 
called by Mr. Cessna withdrawal, signed by 
Neagle, comptroller general, (page 15 of doc- 
ument in Simpson’s case,) has never been 


| handed to him or recorded in his office; and that 


| [Mr. HoGe] prove to be untrue if he can. 


he never heard of it until he saw it in print. 
In accordance with law it should have been 
delivered to him and recorded in his office; 


That is a remarkable | 


without such action it is of no effect, even if it | 


had been gotten up in time, according to sec- 
tion forty-one of the election laws. 
Now, that is a remarkable statement I would 


my distinguished friend from South Carolina 


statement should have been delivered to and 
recorded in the office of the secretary of State 


| of South Carolina; and without such action it 
carried them out of his office, and had them || 


is of no effect. 

And he will further prove that no paper.in 
regard to the election has ever been recorded 
in his office except the certified statement and 
determination referred to in section forty-three | 
of the election laws, and that is the one which | 
gives Mr. Simpson the prima facie right to a | 
seat here. 


| like to have an opportunity of proving, or have | 





ared elected in accord- 
ance with the statute of South Carolina. 
There is but one point to which I wish to 

direct the attention of the House in this con- 
nection. It will be remembered that in these 
vases Of Hoge and Wallace the minority of 
the committee presented papers asking for the 
removal of the disabilities of Mr. Reed and 
A good case in behalf of such 
removal was presented, particularly in the case 
Tt was shown that as a resident 
of South Carolina he had before the war op- 
posed secession, and only accepted thesituation 
when the action of the State had rendered all 
individual opposition hopeless ; that he subse- 
quently claimed the protection extended by the 
amnesty proclamation of President Johnson ; 
that in all his speeches he has recommended 
to the people of the State cheerful submission 
to the lo of Congress ; that he has counseled 
the most friendly feeling between the whites and 
the blacks ; yet what consideration have these 
facts received at the hands of the Reconstrue 
tion Committee? None! We had a right 
to expeet that some action would be taken 
on those cases. It is a rather remarkable fact 
that one of the gentlemen who sat in judgment 
upon this very case is a gentleman who, when 
he came here, needed to have his disabilities 
removed, and they were removed by congres- 
sional act. I approved and advocated the 
removal. I favored the removal of the dis- 
abilities of all these people. But, unfortu- 


|| nately for my friends on this side, Mr. Reed’s 


case lingered in the Committee on Reconstruc- 
tion, while the case of the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. But er] received prompt and 
favorable action, to which I certainly did not 
object. 

Mr. Speaker, I only want the House to keep 
in view the main facts in this case ; forif these 
facts be properly weighed I am confident this 
body cannot do violence to its intelligence by 
adopting the resolution reported by the major- 
ity of the committee. 

Mr. BURR. I do not know whether my 
colleague on the committee, [Mr. Burner, | 
who reported the resolutions of the majority, 


| intends to call the previous question at the end 


of the hour; but I trust | shall have a liberal 
opportunity to present my views on this case. 


| In what I may have to say, in the first instance, 
| I will not rehearse the point that has been made 


upon the law of South Carolina by my friend 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ranpat,] but will 


| remark that in obedience to those several laws 


of South Carolina with reference to elections 


| several acts are to be done by the State officers, 


each successive one in the series being based 
upon the authenticity of the act preceding. ‘The 


| first requirement is for a canvass of the votes 


of the several districts by counties. ‘That is to 
be certified to a board of examiners indicated 
under the statute of South Carolina, whose 
duties, as pointed out by the statute, are to 
assemble on some day prior to the loth of 


| December, compare the results, certify to them, 


This || 


~ 


and declare them in two formal modes: first, 
by publication in a newspaper, showing the 
result arrived at in their comparison of votes 
returned ; and second, bya general declaration 
based upon that published result. Upon the 
lst day of December they officially published 
in the paper to which my friend alluded their 
determination that the result of the canvass 
was, as given in that paper, a vote of 9,807 for 
Mr. Wallace and a vote of 14,098 for Mr. Simp- 
son. ‘That, the first official act of that board 
on this question, bears date December 1, 1565. 
The succeeding step by the same board is to be 
based upon this first step already published by 
them. 

Let me remark, by way of parenthesis, that 
the official existence of that board is by the 


il wery law creating it limited to a period of five 
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days. Ihave heard it suggested that this means 
that the board may adjourn from time to time 
for a period not exceeding five days; but the 
language of the statute will not permit of any 
such explanation. What is that language’ 

* The board shall have the power to adjourn from 
dey to day for a term not exceeding five days.” 

Their period of office for the purpose of dis- 
charging the duties incumbent upon them is 
limited to aterm. What is the term? 
aayes. 


law is limited to a period of five days. 


Five | 
hey are privileged during that term to | 
adjourn from day to day ; but that adjournment | 
does not extend beyond their term, which by | 
Then | 


i 


we have their first official action bearing date | 


December 1, 1868. 


Their last official act must || the first point to which I ask attention shows 


be completed and made public on the Sth day | 


of December, 1868, at the latest. 
Now, sir, what was their second step in the 
discharge of their official duties? Their second 


step after this publication, which publication 


bears the signatures of these several canvassing 
oflicers, is to certify the parties who are duly 
elected according to that public statement. I 
can well imagine how according to that public 
tatement they can certify that William D. Simp- 
son was elected, for their public statement 


shows the fact; but I cannot imagine from | 


their public statement they could certify then ||) ¢ : : : 
P ; y ' || bring from it a fact bearing upon this ease. 


| gentlemen will look into the papers of Hoge 
| vs. Reid they will find that the two cases run | 


or at a later period that A. 8S. Wallace was 
cleeted, for that would be in conflict and in 
contradiction with the fact they made public 
on the Ist day of December. 


They certified on the 2d day of December | 


to Simpson that he was elected. They made 
their returns to the secretary of State, and 
the Governor based his general certificate 
upon those returns; and the special certificate 


to Simpson himself recited this proceeding. | 


All these things occurred within the five days, 


and they correspond step by step, each one || 


being consistent and in harmony with the pre- 
ceding step. And the 5th day of December 
passed by and no contrary opinion is given by 
any of these parties. 

The second certificate purports to have beeu 
executed on the same day, the 2d day of De- 
cember, that is borne upon the certificate 
issued to Simpson ; but let me show you by the 
record itself, by the facts before the House and 
embodied in the papers without any appeal to 
its extraneous facts at all, that second certifi- 
cate, though bearing date the 2d of Decem- 
ber, was as a matter of fact issued long after 
the 2d day of December and after the expira- 
tion of the five days during which these parties 
are limited in their official actions. What is 
the first evidence of it? If gentlemen will look 
at the record in this case, and the testimony is 
very voluminous, they will find in the first line 
of the first page a contradiction to the date 
borne by Mr. Wallace’s certificate, forthe date 
there is December 30, 1868, and he says: 


your election and right to a seat asa member of the 
liouse of Representatives in the Forty-First Con- 

cress from the fourth congressional district of the 
State of South Carolina upon the following grounds, 
touching the election held for said district on the 3d 

day of November, A. D. 1868, and other grounds as 
et forth in this notice.”’ 


He then goes on to specify the grounds on | 


which he contests the election, giving this no- 
tice of contest almost a month after the date 
on which his certificate was pretended to be 
issued, a certificate which on its face bears the 
evidence of fraud, when we take into consid- 
eration its date of the 2d December, and the 
fact that a month afterward he gives a notice 
to the opposite party that he would contest 
his right to the seat upon certain grounds, and 
among them never once alleges the fact, if it 
were a fact, of his having received a certificate 
bearing the same date as that of Mr. Simpson. 
By this very notice I convict that certificate 
of being fraudulent. This notice was served 
some time afterward, and it is to be presumed 
that a party holding a certificate that he was 
duly elected by his constituents would not have 





| 


i 
| 


_ together. 


| it is not. 
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omitted to have stated that most important 


| fact. 


sut there is further evidence in this regard. 
It is said there has been a recantation by some 


of these canvassers, and the withdrawal of their | 


official signatures. 

I will take the two points and answer them 
And now I state that this with- 
drawal admits upon its face that it is null and 
void. And why? Because. sir, here date is 
material, time is material. And even if there 
be any authority for it in the laws of South 
Carolina, even if it had any sanction of law, 
it must be within a period of five days in order 
to have any official sanction whatever. Butis 
it within a period of five days? No, sir. And 


The fact is that, when these parties 
knew that this question of date was material, 
they sent to this House, without authority of 
law, a statement bearing no date whatever, and 


' inasmuch as date was essential, that fact was 
| against them, or they would have given a date. 


sut Lam not confined to the fact that this is 
without date to prove that the certificate was 
executed at a period much later than at the 


Se, of five days. 





| 


| 
| 
| 








| 


'| to suit the differences in the two cases. 


refer now to the case of Hocr against Reid, 


| from South Carolina, which preceded this, to | 


If 


upon the same points. ‘They are alike in the 
recantation of these officers; they are alike in 
the duplicate certificates; they are alike in 


| every respect except that the one relates to 
/one man and one district and the other to 


another manand another district. A reference 
to this case of HocGr vs. Reid shows that the 
statements of the canvassers are the same in 
both cases; that they are alike in their con- 
clusions and alike in their terms, varied only 
As 
regards the statement of the board of canvass- 
ers in the case of HoGe vs. Reid it has no date, 
but they give it a date by referring to an 
affidavit in the same record, in the following 
language : 

**To establish these statements the board of State 
canvassers call attention to the affidavit of James 


| Hi. Henderson, » member of the present house of || 
| representatives from Newberry cotnty.’’ 


If we can find this affidavit and it bears a || 
date it will follow that this allegation of the || 


cnnvassers is later than the aflidavit of Hen- 
derson, because they refer to his statement as 
their guide. Now, what is the date of Hen- 
derson’s affidavit? It is stated as follows: 
war to before me this 8th day of December, 
SoS. 


There is no similar statement in this case. 


But I have proved by Mr. Wallace himself that |; 


he never dreamed of being entitled to a seat in 


|| this House on anything like a certificate till 
“Sir: You are hereby notified that I shall contest | 


long after the evidence was gone into in sup- 
port of the claim. 
in the case of Hoce vs. Reid Mr. Wallace was 
himself ¢ witness for Mr. Hor, and I suppose 
his sworn statement on that occasion is to be 
taken as evidence here. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BURR. With the consent of the House 
I should like to complete my statement of the 
case. 

The SPEAKER. The hour has expired. 

Mr. KERR. I hope the gentleman will be 
allowed to go on for a reasonable length of 
time. 

Mr. BURDETT. 
previous question. 

Mr. PAINE. Willthe gentleman yield to me 
to present a resolution which I am instructed 
by the Committee of Elections to present? 

Mr. BURDETT. 
the floor if I yield just now. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 

uestion will not be seconded. The whole 
facts of this case are not understood. In my 
judgment it is proposed to admit a man as a 


I now rise to call the 


I refer now to the fact that | 


I may lose my right to | 


i hope the previous | 
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1 member here who has no more right to sit ;, 
|| this House than any man you might pick y» 
on Pennsylvania avenue. Gentlemen ought 1, 
|| have time to look into the facts, and | hope ma 
will not be forced to vote before there js ao 
| opportunity of understanding the Ries 


. S que ation. 
| There is already a gentleman here from Soy; 


| Carolina who is no more entitled to his sea: 
|| than the first man you would meet 


| - on Penn. 
|| sylvania avenue. 


1 say this on my responsi. 
rhe gentleman I refer +. 

| occupies a seat here, elected by this House. }y 

not by the people whom he pretends to rere. 

| sent. 

| Mr. BURDETT. L[ insist on the previo, 

| question. c 

| On seconding the previous question ther. 

were—ayes 49, noes 51; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Man: HALL 

; and Mr. Burperr were appointed. ~ 

| The House divided ; and the tellers repor; 

| ed—ayes 68, noes 61. 

| So the previous question was seconded, 

| The question was on ordering the main ques: 

tion; and on being put, there were—ayes (4, 

| noes 52. 

|| So the main question was ordered. 

| Mr. BURDETT. [ yield fifteen minutes of 

the hour allotted to me to close the debate to 

|| my colleague on the committee from Illinoig 

[Mr. Burr. ] 

Mr. BURR. The point which I was making 
when I was cut off in order that the previous 
| question might be put in operation was the 
fact that Mr. Wallace had himself, long after 
the pretended issuance of this certificate, ad- 
mitted of record that he was not elected to the 
Forty-First Congress. Let me see if I am 
borne out in that allegation. I have here the 
cross-examination of my friend in the case 
| of Hoge vs. Reid. I call him my friend be- 
| cause [ have formed his personal acquaint: 
ance with pleasure, but that should not bias 
my mind in deciding upon his right to a seat 
here. I read from his evidence: 

“Question. Were you a candidate for Congress? 
aaah Yes; in the fourth congressional dis- 
Question. Were you defeated? 

“Answer. Yes, sir. 

“Question. By whom ? 

**Anawer. By William D. Simpson. 
|| “Question. Are you contesting his election? 

i! ‘*Anewer. I am, sir.” . 

And then he went on to state the grounds 
of his contest. That was on the 14th day of 
| February, 1869. Thus we have all these com- 
| bined points of record proving conclusively 
|| that on this day, in the middle of February, 
| my friend, Mr. Wallace, had no shadow of a 
| certificate, nothing pretending to be one: and 
the conclusion is forced upon this House that 
the certificate which is presented in his behalf 
bearing date December 2, 1868, is an atfter- 
thought and a fraud upon this House, not 
withstanding the majority of the committee 
say in their report that it stands unimpeached. 

Sir, it is impeached by the notice of contest, 
by the date of that notice, by the testimony 10 
the case, by the organization of the board of 
State canvassers, by their term of office, and 
finally by the admission on record of the party 
who new claims under this pretended certif- 
cate to occupy a seat upon the floor of this 
House. 

Having established this point, what, then, 1s 
there shown that should induce the House to 
seat Mr. Wallace as the Representative from 
the fourth district of South Carolina? I want 
the House, if it makes the record which 1s 
sought to be made in this case, to make !! 
intelligently and with a full knowledge of th: 
point presented for their consideration, so that 
we may know hereafter how to govern our 
selves. In the case of Smith vs. Brown, trom 
Kentucky, this House solemnly affirmed that 
although one party might be disqualified, if he 
had the greater number of votes his personel 
disqualification should not work the election 0! 
the man ‘who received a minority of the votes. 
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‘led and decided under the operation of the 
neeyious question, without discussion, before 
‘jr adjournment in March last, the same prin- 
‘iple was involved, but as the case was not 
discussed before the House, nor the points 
nvolved therein presented, I assume that the 


House did not intend by its action therein to 


veyerse the rule which has been heretofore uni- | 


versally applied, that the disqualification of 
one man shall not inure to the benefit of the 
contesting party. Itis admitted in the minority 
report, and is the unanimous finding of the 
committee, that Mr. Simpson is ineligible un- 
der the third section of the fourteenth amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States. 
rherefore, under the direction of this House, 
his claims are not now to be immediately con- 
sidered. 

But that is not to afford any reason why Mr. 
Wallace should occupy the seat to which Mr. 
simpson was elected, unless the House adopts 
the conclusion which is furnished to their 
hands ready made by this statement of the 
board of State canvassers, who assumed to 
withdraw their official sanction to the papers 
presented. 

Now, what do the board of State canvassers 


say, in the discharge of the duties imposed | 


upon them by law, in reference to the prima 
facie case? That is the point upon which the 
House is to declare. You are not now called 
upon to decide whether the one or the other 
of these claimants shall be admitted as having 
the ultimate right to a seat here upon final 
decision of merits, but only as to the prima 
facie case. Now these canvassers say, while 
they have been compelled to declare upon the 
prima facie evidence that William D. Simp- 
son was elected, yet they say in addition that 
the election was irregular; and then they come 
to the conclusion which is sought to be fas- 
tened upon this House. ‘They say: ‘‘ The 


board of State canvassers, while not deeming | 


themselves legally competent to give final 
judgment upon the question therein involved ;”’ 
that is, as to the effect of the disqualification 
of Mr. Simpson, ‘‘we do submit that if such 
disqualification in fact exists, then the election 
of Mr. Simpson is wholly illegal and void.’’ 
It is illegal and void in their estimation upon 
the assumption of a certain state of facts. 
Now, what is that? That Mr. Simpson is 
personally disqualified from holding the office. 
What is the conclusion? That in consequence 
thereof; that is, in consequence of Mr. Simp- 


son’s ineligibility, Mr. Wallace—who received | 


a majority of the votes cast? No. Who was 
duly elected? No. Who received any given 
number of votes? No. But that Mr. A. S. 
Wallace, ‘‘ who received the next highest num- 
ber of votes, is legally entitled to occupy the 
seat.’’ That is what they said, and said in 
behalf of Mr. Wallace. 

These men are all Republicans, their own 
party friends, placed there because they were 
party friends, certifying here because they were 
party friends; and assuming to undo a legally 
authorized and public act of the people, they 
say Mr. Wallace received the next highest 
number of votes to Mr. William D. Simpson. 
They conclude that in that state of fact the 
ineligibility of the one inures to the eligibility 
of the other, and makes him admissible to a 
seat here. 

If this House shall seat A. S. Wallace to-day 
as the Representive-elect from that district it 
will do so upon the same assumption that the 
disqualification of Simpson shall secure the 
election of Wallace, who received the next 
highest number of votes. And when gentle- 


| taking the seat. 


There may be twenty or forty thousand votes 
cast for the one, and only five, or even but one, | 


for the other, yet he wili be elected if, as in 
this case, the one receiving the greater number 
of votes shall happen to be disqualified from 
Now I would say to gentle- 
men who are laboring here to establish this 
precedent to understand that they are thereby 
declaring this to be the doctrine to be hereafter 
observed in this House. 

Now, I will fora moment call attention to the 


question whether these parties can legally re- | 
voke what they have done in investigating this | 


case and declaring publicly the result of their 
investigation. As I remarked at the outset, 


| there are several successive steps to be taken, 


and each step is to be based upon the one pre- 
ceding. 

The first step was on the Ist of December. 
That was the examination and the publication 
inthe newspaper. Although the paper is dated 


| on the 5th day of December, which was within 


| their term of office, yet this public statement | 


of the result of their examination is dated on 


| the Ist day of December, and gives the result | 


| the vote. 


by precincts in the several districts, the result 


in the fourth district being, as I have stated, | 
14,098 votes for Mr. Simpson and 9,807 votes | 


for Mr. Wallace. 


Now, the next official step must be in con- | 


sonance with that. 
it. Those oftticers certified that Simpson was 


It was in consonance with | 


elected ; they returned to the secretary of State | 
that he was elected. In each case they returned | 


Thus far, each step followed its 
predecessor regularly, and was based upon it. 


When the Governor issues his final certificate | 


it is based upon a summing up of all the pre- 
ceding acts of these officers, three of the four 


| officers joining in all these official acts. 


Then, sir, as I have shown, after the expira- 


| tion of their term of office, one of them, Mr. 
| Neagle, assumes to withdraw hissanction from 


| sider it correct. 


| rect date were given. 


that proceeding, saying that he did not con- 
i What is the date of his with 

drawal? forthis isa material question. Sir, 
like the statement of these parties united, it 
has no date; and this fact gives rise to the 
supposition that its date would have been fatal 
to the case he is trying to make out if any cor- 
But what does he say ? 
He says that he withdraws his name because 
he believes, and he adds he knows, that the 
election was based upon fraud; that it was a 
monstrosity ; that the legal voice of the people 
was suppressed at the polls. Suppose that be 
true, it is a matter which must be investigated 
on a hearing of the case upon its merits, not 
upon the prima facie case ; for these canvassers 
have themselves declared that upon an invest- 
igation of the prima facie case they have felt 
compelled to declare the result in favor of 
William D, Simpson and against A. S. Wallace. 
Upon that point Mr. Neagle ha¥ no right to 


withdraw his action. 


But, sir, upon another point based on the 


| law he has no right towithdraw. Whatisthe law 


as to the fact of these successive steps being 


| based one upon the other? I will read section 
| thirty-eight : 


"38. Upon such statements they shall then pro- 
ceed to determine and declare what persons have 
been by the greatest number of votes duly elected 


! to such offices, or either of them.”’ 


Upon such statements ; that is, those consti- 


tuting the two immediately preceding steps. 


| cates. 


men take that position and declare that doctrine || 


aud settle that as a rule of proceeding to be 
hereafter observed in this House, how easy 
it will be to defeat the will of the people, how 
dangerous a precedent. You will have no 
‘mit to its application. A man may be beaten 
at the polls four thousand votes, but if he has 


disqualified candidate he will be received. | 





And right here I would point outa very mate- 
rial difference between the two sets of certifi- 
One of the certificates declares, follow- 
ing the very language of the statute, that Wil- 
liam D. Simpson was ‘‘ duly elected.”’ The 
other certifies that it appears upon investiga- 
tion that A. S. Wallace has received the 
greatest number of legal votes, saying nothing 
about the number of votes given in either case. 

Sut further this same law provides as follows : 


‘41. The Secretary of State shall record in his 
office, in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, 


the next highest number to the successful but |} ¢#¢2 certified statement and determination which 


shall be delivered to him by the board of State can- 
vassers ’*— 
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What else ? 

“and every dissent or protest that shall have been 
delivered to bim by a canvasser.”’ 

Now, sir, here arises a material question. 
If this action of Mr. Neagle be regarded as a 
dissent or protest it should go upon that record, 
and be forwarded by the secretary of State to 
this House for its consideration. A protest or 
dissent to be spread upon the official records 
emanates invariably from a minority who 
refuse to join the majority in their proposed 
action; it never comes from a majority who 
have themselves performed the action. In this 
House, after an aflirmative vote by a majority, 
who ever heard of the very men who took that 
affirmative action coming in and asking to put 
on the record a dissent or a protest against 
their own action? Dissent or protest is the 
right of the minority. These men have not 
filed any such protest. They could not do it ; 
the law did not permit them to doit. But if 
Mr. Neagle had not joined in the first certifi- 
cate he might have come in as a minority and 
put his protest upon the record, and it would 
have received due consideration. 

But, again, I hold that the several and suc- 
cessive acts of these men who were organized 
as a board of State canvassers are ministerial ; 
that it is for them to determine facts by an 
examination of the returns, upon determining 
the facts to make publication; upon making 
publication to certify to the State oflicers, who 
are to declare by general statement the result 
of the facts so canvassed and determined by 
the board. That is their duty, and that only. 
That duty is ministerial. It has been per 
formed, and by lapse of time the power vested 
in them has exhausted itself, and anything done 
afterward by the same men in the same direc- 
tion would be entitled to no official sanction. 

And again, sir, the manner of their at- 
tempted withdrawal is againstthem. If it be 
true, sir, that these men were endeavoring to 
meet a point fairly made in a fair and impar- 
tial manner they should have marched up to 
the record and put themselves before the House 
and the country in asserting certain facts bear- 
ing upon this prima facie case. 

But why waste time on a prima facie case? 
They admit that this man Simpson is by the 
prima facie evidence entitled to this seat, and 
as | have heretofore said, if Mr. Wallace be 
permitted on the prima facie right to occupy 
the seat, it will be only because the House 
will decide that on account of Simpson's in- 
eligibility the party having the next number 
of votes should have the seat, and in doing so 
the House will reverse all of its previous 
action in like cases and set a precedent for the 
future which will be fatal to the people’s right 
of representation, destructive of our system of 
government, because tending to disintegration 
and anarchy, and a disgrace to the records of 
this House. 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. BURDETT. I will now yield to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin for the purpose of 


' offering a resolution. 


NEW YORK CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 


Mr. PAINE. Mr. Speaker, I venture to 


| trespass upon the time of the House to offer a 


resolution which it is absolutely necessary, if 
available at all, that we should pass to-day. I 
am directed by the Committee of Elections to 
recommend to the House the adoption of the 
resolution which I now send to the Clerk’s 
desk. I will state that if it gives rise to debate, 
which | hope it will not, I shall feel bound to 
withdraw the resolution for the present. 
The Clerk read as follows : 

Whereas in the contested-election case of Van 
Wyck vs. Greene, from the eleventh district of New 
York, the Committve of Elections have decided that 
the returns of the election officers of the three pre- 
cinets of Hamptonbursg, the firstdistrict of Newburg, 
and the first district of Goshen do not furnish reh 
able evidence of the vote of said precincts and ought 
to be rejected; and whereas the specifications of the 
contestant did not give to the sitting member or to 


| the voters of said roan such clear and precise 


notice of a demand for the rejection of said returns 


~ ale al 
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as would conclude their right to prove the lawful | 
votes actually cast therein for the respective candi- | 
dates: Therefore, 

Resolved, That for the purpose of making proof of 
the actual vote lawfully cast in said precincts the 
parties to said contest are hereby authorized to take 
testimony during the month of February, 1870—the | 
contestant from the Ist to the 7th, and from the 15th 
to the 2lst days inclusive ef said month; and the sit- | 
ting member from the 8th to the 14th, and from the 
d to the 28th days inclusive of said month—and that 
each party shall give the other at least three days’ 
notice of the time and place of taking testimony; 
and that each party shall within ten days after the 
adoption of this resolution serve upon the other a 

ist of tho names of persons admitted by him to have 
iwlully voted for the respective candidates in said | 
everal precincts. 


Mr. LAFLIN. I object. | 


highest number of votes, and the votes given 
| for the party disqualified shall be considered 
| as blanks. 

this House on former occasions have decided 
otherwise. 

The next point in the case, which to my 
mind is conclusive on this question, is this: 
the House will observe that the committee has 
not a on the merits of this case, on the 
ground that the final right to this seat does 
not depend on the prima facie question as to 
which received the greatest number of legal 
votes. All we have to do is to decide who 
shall take the seat prima facie; and the large 
majority of the committee, as regards that 
point, have agreed to the report which now lies 
on your table. The only legal pees then, in 
the case remaining to be decided upon is this: 
have the board of canvassers at an election in 
South Carolina, or in any State in this Union, 
a rightto reconsider and revoke their action, 
when once had, as regards giving certificates 
of election? That is the whole case in a nut- 
shell. The law of every State establishes a 
board of canvassers ; in some States consisting 
of a single individual, in some of two individ- 
uals, in some of three, and in South Carolina 
of four. The law provides when and where 
and how this board of canvassers shall meet ; 
and the whole question of the validity of this 
election is submitted by the law of South Car- 
olina to this board of canvassers, and in this 
case the majority of them acted. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Will the gentleman 
yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. CESSNA. I cannot yield a moment 
when I have but ten minutes altogether. The 


| 
} 
| 
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EKLECTLON CONTEST——-WALLACE VS. SIMPSON. 


Mr. RANDALL. Lhope the gentleman from 
Missouri will yield to me to enter a motion to 
recommit. : 

Mr. BURDETT. Not at this time. I will 
now yield for ten minutes to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania who is a member of the | 
committee. 

Mr. CESSNA. Iam not at all sure in the 
pace of ten minutes I can throw any additional 
lightuponthe report of the committee. In my 
judgment there are but two points in this case, 
and if either one be sustained it is sufficient for 
my vote. While I frankly admit under the 
ruling of the past the ground of the first prop- 
osition would not be sufficient cause, on that 
{ differ with the majority of the committee. 
(he following are the first seven grounds of | 
contest on the part of Mr. Wallace: 


“1, [charge that you, William D. Simpson, were 
a member ot the Gencral Assembly of the State of 
South Carolina during the years A. D. 1858 and 1859, | 


and that beltore taking your seat as a member of said | gentleman from Illinois { Mr. MarsHALL] has | 
I should | 


General Assembly you took an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States of America. 

“2. That in the year A. D. 1860 you were a member 
ofthe General Assembly ofthe StateofSouth Carolina 
‘hat called the convention to frame the ordinance of 

ecession for the State of South Carolina, and that 
you voted for the calling of said convention. 

“S. That in the year A. D.186l you voluntarily en- | 
tered the army of the so-called confederate States 
of America as a commissioned officer, (major and 
afterward lieutenant colonel,) and served in said 
capacity until the year A. D.1863, and as such officer 
you took an oath to support the constitution of the | 

»-culled confederate States of America. 

4. Thaton the 28th day of January, A. D. 1864, you 
were commissioned as a member of the congress of 
the so-called confederate States of America from the 
fourth congressional district of South Carolina, to fill | 
un unexpired term; thatonthe 15th day of February, | 
A. D. 1864, you were again commissioned as & mem- the State of South Carolina, revoked that cer- 
her of said congress from said district, and served in on : . 

aid capacity antil the close of the late civil war; || tilicate and declared it null and void, and 
that as a member of said congress you took an oath || issued another to Mr. Wallace. 

to support the constitution of the so-called confed- | I say that on a former occasion the return 
erate States of America. Y : 

“5. That assaid oflicerin the army of the so-called | 
contederate States of America you engaged in open 
insurrection and rebellion against the Government 
of the United States of America, and that as said 
member of congress of the so-called confederate | 
states of America you gave aid and comfort to the 
enemies thereof, 

‘6. That during the period from the year A. D. 1860 
to the year 1865, at different times and in different 
places, you made speeches in tavor of the rebellion, 
and urged the meu of South Carolina to enter the | 
irmy ot the so-called confederate States, and in a 
uuiaber of other and different ways gave aid and 
coumMort tothe enemies of the United States; and that 
you are still opposed to the Government of the Uni- 
ted Statesand to the reconstruction acts of Congress. 

“7, That you were disqualified from holding any 
oflice of trust or profit, either State or Federal, atthe 
time you were voted for as a candidate for Congress 
from the fourth congressional district, State of South 
Carolina, on the 3d day of November, A. D. 1868, and 
that you aro still so disqualified for the causes and 
reasons herein stated, and that it was known to the 
electors in said fourth congressional district at the 
time they voted for you as a candidate for Congress 
oom said district that you were ineligible to said 
oimee, 


twice occupied the floor already. 
have pleasure in yielding to him, however, if 
I could; but my time is almost out, and if I 
allow the gentleman to take the floor there will 





to place before the House. 


state it correctly the gentleman who will have 
the floor after me can correct me. I admit 


Mr. Simpson ; but the law officer of the State, 
the attorney general, never signed that certifi- 
cate. 
the whole board, inclu 


certificate to Mr. Butler. The Governor re- 
versed their action, and issued another to Mr. 
Lehman. This House sustained the action of 
the Governor, andadmitted the gentleman who 
had the second certificate. In the case of Mor- 
ton vs. Daily the first certificate was issued 
to one of theandidates. The Governor after- 
ward revoked that certificate and granted 
another to the other candidate. The House, 
then Democratic, sustained the second certifi- 
cate, and acknowledged the right of revocation 
in such a case. ‘This board of canvassers re- 
voked the first certificate and issued another 
for reasons which were satisfactory to them- 
selves, and which I should like to read to the 
House if I had time. 

The reasons were for them, and whether 
those reasons were good or bad has nothing 
to do with the prima facie settlement of this 
case. The tribunal established by the law of 
South Carolina to pass upon this question, and 
the only tribunal which had a right to examine 





_In answer to these charges, seven in number, 
his opponent fully and frankly admits them all, 
as will be seen on the next page of the testi- || and decide it, have examined and decided it, 
mony in the case, over his own signature. ‘| and so far as respects the prima facie riget to 

Now, I say that a large majority of the || the seat we are bound by chat decision. When 
authorities in England are in favor of this |! wecome to examine the case upon its merits and 
position, that when there are two or more can- || to determine whether the vote of certain coun- 
didates before the people, and electors cast || ties was properly or improperly excluded from 
votes forone of the candidates with the knowl: || the count by the board of State canvassers of 
edge that he is disqualified for holding the |} South Carolina, then will be the time to de- 
othce to which he aspires, then the election | termine whether they were rightly or improp- 
shall go for the candidate who has the next '! erly rejected; and it is this that influences my 





I freely concede that majorities in | 


be no time left to me to complete what I wish | 


Now, I wish to state a fact, and if I do not | 


| that three of these men granted a certificate to | 
| 


And I say that — the very same day | 
ing the law officer of | 


judges of Pennsylvania made out and issued a | 


! 


j 
| 
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mind in coming to the conclusion at which | 
have arrived, taken in connection with th 
other question ; because I say that it is the boc, 
established rule of law that votes cast — 
man who is disqualified, and who is knows" 
the people of his district to be disqualified, 
count for nothing, and that the man who re’ 
ceived the next highest number of votes . 
elected. If ever there was a time in the a 
tory of this country or of any country when that 
ought to be laid down as the rule, now ig tho 
day and now is the time. We have never had 
in any former time in this country a simila; 
state of things existing. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

fr. BURDETT resumed the floor. 

Mr. KERR. Will the gentleman from Mis. 
souri yield to me for a few minutes? 

Mr. BURDETT. I would do so with pleasure 
but I have promised all the time I have left to 
other gentlemen. I nowyield tothe gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Bowen] for five 
minutes. 

Mr.BOWEN. Mr. Speaker, I am surprised 
to hear gentleman upon the other side talk jn 
this discussion about the ‘‘ outrage”’ which 
would be committed in giving Mr. Wallace the 
prima facie right to the seat here. I am gyr. 
prised to hear gentlemen make this statement 
when it is charged, and not only charged but 
proved, here by witnesses, that 7,300 Repub- 
lican voters were by force of arms excluded 
from the polls in this fourth congressional dis. 
trict of South Carolina. ‘Talk not of outrages 
being committed when you have evidence of 
the organization which existed to defeat the 
Republican party of South Carolina. The 
Democrats came home from the New York 
convention with the avowed determination to 
carry the State for Seymour and Blair, who had 
been nominated there. It was statements like 
these which made the difficulty in the fourth 
congressional district’ of South Carolina: the 
gentleman who claimed the seat which Mr. 
HoaGe now occupies, from the third congres- 
sional district of South Carolina, in a speech 
delivered by him in Columbia, South Carolina, 
in accepting the nomination as the Democratic 
candidate for Congress from the third congres- 
sional district, said : 

‘If the Republican party should carry the elee- 
tions ofthe States of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and 
someof the otherlarger States, held in October next, 
the colored people might have the audacity and im- 
pudence to attempt to vote as they please; but in my 
district Lveterring to the third congressional district} 
the negroes shall vote the Democratic ticket or they 
shall not vote at all.” 

That is the reason why A. S. Wallace comes 
here and asks for the seat; it is because the 
constituency of this fourth congressional dis- 
trict were not allowed to exercise the rights 
which are guarantied to them by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and by the constitution 
of South Carolina. That is the difficulty. 

Let us reverse the case for a moment, and 
suppose that Mr. Simpson was not under dis- 
abilities, and that he came here and declared 
that the colored people of South Carolina had 
prevented the Democracy from going to the 
polls and casting 7,000 votes; what would my 
friends upon the other side say? 

These are facts, and facts, let it be remem- 
bered, that have not been controverted and 
that cannot be controverted. But there is one 
thing more that I wish to say in explanation. 
This was almost the first election at which the 
colored people had voted in the State of South 
Carolina. Everything was resorted to on the 
part of the Democratic party that could be 
resorted to to get up a disturbance, so as to 
create ppnaeiag in the northern States and to 
carry Ohio and Pennsylvania against the Re- 
publican party. We held the colored people 


in check and made them submit to outrages 
such as were never submitted to before by 4 
free people, in order that it might notbe said 
that the colored people who had been lately 
enfranchised in South Carolina were disposed to 
take any improper advantage of their new rights. 
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[t was upon that ground, I say, that we sub- 
vitted to these things; and I say this much 
ae now: that perhaps it will be the last time 
ag history of South Carolina when that 
ot will come here and plead intimidation. 
“(Here the hammer fell. ] 

\r. BURDETT. I will now yield to the 


centieman from South Carolina [Mr. Wuirte- || 


yore] for five minutes. 


Mr. WHITTEMORE. Idonotunderstand 


chat the question of the merits of this case are 


w before the House, although in the argu- 
sents of the gentlemen on the other side much 
oc been said which might be regarded as 
-ojating to the merits of the case. 
~ My idea is that this House is not only to be 
the judge of the character of the certificate 
which may be presented here, but also of the 
election and its returns. Now, what are the 
(acts? They have been stated already. The 
canvassers were required by law to meet at a 
certain time and to give their certificate of 


been ruled out of any right to even contest the 
seat, and he is no longer here by person or 
proxy to ask that right. 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I would like to 
ask the gentleman from South Carolina [ Mr. 
WHITTEMORE] a question. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentle- 


| man from South Carolina has expired. 


Mr. BURDETT. I now yield fifteen min- 
utes to my colleague on the committee, the 


|| gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Stevenson. ] 


election to the candidate elected under the | 


law. They were also to give a general certifi- 
cate, or a certificate of general determina- 
won. 

These certificates have been given to differ- 
ent individuals, and the question for us now to 
decide is in which individual is the prima facie 
right vested. Whether the board of State can- 
vassers had any right after making the first 
declaration and giving the first certificate to 
withdraw that certificate is a matter which each 
and every person here will, perhaps, decide for 
himself. 

Now, the law which has been cited is this: 
that the board of State canvassers not only 


Mr. ORTH. Withthe permission of the gen- 


tleman from Ohio I would like to put one or | 


two questions to the gentleman from Missouri, 


| (Mr. Burperr. } 


Mr. STEVENSON. The gentleman will 
have an opportunity to do that when the gen- 
tleman from Missouri resumes the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that this case 
is in a nut-shell—I may almost say a peanut- 
shell. [Laughter.] The question now is sim- 
ply as the prima facie case, not as to the 
merits. Gentlemen in the discussion of the 
question have gone into the merits. Ido not 


| propose to follow them except so far as to 


have the right to declare as to the number | 


of votes cast, and whether a majority of the 
votes have been cast for any particular indi- 
vidual, but they have also the right to enter 
their protest, as they are obliged to do, among 
the records of the secretary of State. One of 
the board of State canvassers has done that 
very thing, and he asks Congress and the world 


|| show that there are merits on both sides; I 


propose to confine myself to the question before 


| the House. 


What is the result upon the examination of 
the papers? We have here the singular fact 
of two sets of certificates, which are in con- 
flict. 
ers certified to the Governor (three out of 
four signing the certificate) that Mr. Simpson 
had been elected by a majority of votes. Af- 
terward, having investigated the facts attend- 


In the first place the board of canvass- | 
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| I think, but we are now considering this case 





upon official papers, and if we look strictly 
at the official papers that document would 


not be included. 

Mr. DAVIS. That, I understand, is the 
point made by the committee. The committee 
place this case altogether upon the technical 


| legal question whether the board of State 


canvassers, having issued one certificate, had 
the power to revoke that and issue a second 
Standing on that question alone, [ think 

committee will be right ; but they have accom 
panied their report with a document which 
shows most conclusively under the settled 


| rule of this House that neither of these gentk 


men is entitled to aseat in this House; thati 
ifthe facts stated be true. 
Mr.STEVENSON. Ishall proceed with my 
argument. I have shown that whatever action 
was taken by the board of State canvassers they 
reversed it; I have shown that whatever action 
was taken by the secretary of State he reversed 
it. Now, the question is whether they had the 
right to reverse their action? I refer gentle 
men to the case of Butler vs. Lehman, where 
the board of returning judges certified to the 


| election, and it was afterward proved one of 
| the returns was a forgery. 


The Governor of 
Pennsylvania took notice of the fact, and by 
proclamation declared the opposing candidate 
duly elected. In that case the Mouse sus- 
tained the action of the Governor. ‘That was 
a case which occurred in 1862. In the same 
year, in the case of Morton vs. Daily, from the 


|| Territory of Nebraska, the Governor of that 


ing the election, they reversed their former | 


certificate, one of them having first withdrawn 
his name, leaving only two signers. 


All four | 


of the officers signed a certificate stating that | 


| * legal votes.’’ 


to consider his name, which was originally | 
signed to the certificate of election, as though | 


ithad never been appended to that certificate. 

The law requires that the names of a majority 
of the board of canvassers shall appear upon 
the certificate in order to make it valid. Does 
it appear now that a majority of those names 
are on the certificate of Simpson? Does it 
appear that a majority of the names are on the 
certificate of Wallace? The facts in the case 
are that by the withdrawal of the name of the 
treasurer of the State there are but two names 


signed to the certificate of Simpson; whereas | 


t 


vassers are signed to the certificate of Mr. 
Wallace. ‘Then, the certificate of Simpson is 


the names of all the board of the State can- | 


Now, I take it that a *‘ legal vote’’ is as good 
as a ‘‘ vote,’’ and that the term ‘‘legal’’ only 
makes the certificate stronger; because, while 
a& man may have an actual majority of the 


|| ‘*votes’’ cast, he may not have a majority of 


questionable, while that of Wallace is not ques- || 


tionable, for all the members of the board of 
State canvassers have signed their names to the 
certificate of Wallace. 

But we are now to consider who has the primal 
right to the seat in question. It was decided 
in the case of Hoce vs. Reid that Hoag had 
the primal right to a seat in this House, and 
he still oceupies that seat. Now, I undertake 
to say that if we had no other precedent than 
that to act upon it is enough for us in this case, 
and that we should give this seat to Mr. Wal- 
lace, who is the legally elected Representative 
from the fourth congressional district of the 
State of South Carolina. 

I do not intend by any means to enter into 
the merits of this case. If it was necessary to 
do so Leould show by the proclamation of the 
“overnor of the State the condition of society 


‘‘legal votes’’ cast. Here, then, is acomplete 
reversal of their former action by the board of 
State canvassers. 

The secretary of State, however, is the ofli- 


certificate. This officer, upon the first certifi- 
cate of the board of canvassers, gave a certifi- 
cate to Mr. Simpson certifying that he had been 
elected by a majority of votes. Subsequently 
he also reversed his action, and gave a certifi- 


elected by a majority of the ‘‘ legal votes” cast. 

Now, then, what are the legal rights of the 
parties on this state of the papers? 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the gentleman yield to 
me for a question? 

Mr. STEVENSON. I will. 

Mr. DAVIS. Is it the view of the commit- 
tee that the House has no right to consider the 
certificate or statement of the board of State 
canvassers to be found on page 3 of this report? 

Mr.STEVENSON. The House has aright, 
I think, to consider it for what it is worth; 
but it is not official. 

Mr. DAVIS. It purports to be signed by 
the secretary of State, the attorney general, 


|! and another member of the board of State 
| canvassers, those three constituting a majority 


‘hat existed in the State prior to the election, | 
‘ud by the first message of the Governor of the | 


State to the General Assembly after the elec- 
tion what pele transpired in the State. But 
in my Opinion the only primal right to the seat 
which any one can have who comes here as a 
Contestant for the place is in Mr. Wallace. It 
has been already said that by a resolution of 


this House of last spring Mr. Simpson bas | 


of that board. 


Mr. STEVENSON. Oh, yes; that certifi- 


| cate was given; but afterward one of the mem- 


bers of the board recalled his signature to it, 
canceled it, and finally all four gave a certifi- 
cate which reverses that one. 

Mr. DAVIS. That fact does not appear 
here. The point of my inquiry is this: is not 


| the House at liberty, and is it not its duty, 


upon this question to look at the reasons 


| which animated the board of State canvassers as 


those reasons are set forth in this document ? 


| Mr. Wallace had been elected bya majority of | 


Mr. STEVENSON. The House may do so, | 


| (Mr. Davis] alludes. 
| board of State canvassers that the party to 


Territory gave the certificate to Mr. Morton ; 
but on the discovery of fraud he revoked it and 
gave the certificate to Mr. Daily. In that case 
the House decided that Mr. Daily should oc- 
cupy the seat during the pendency of the 
contest. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, so much for the tech- 


| nical features of this case, and in that regard 


it seems to me perfectly conclusive ; but upon 
what ground did this board of canvassers act? 


| They acted upon the ground stated in this very 


report to which the gentleman from New York 
It was known to the 


which Mr. Simpson belonged by their news 
papers and by the voice of public speakers 


|| established a scheme of wholesale proscrip- 
cer who under the law is to give the final || 


tion prior to the election on the 3d of Novem- 
ber last which intimidated a vast number of 
Republican voters and prevented anything like 
a free expression of political opinion. 


Mr. WILLARD. I desire to ask the gen- 


| tleman whether there is any testimony betore 
cate to Mr. Wallace certifying that he had been || 


the committee on that point? 


Mr. STEVENSON. There is, and I 


will 


| come to that in a moment. 


Mr. WILLARD. I should like to ask the 


| gentleman how that comes up in discussing a 


prima facie case? 


Mr. STEVENSON. Idonotthink it does; 


| but gentlemen on the other side have gone into 


the merits of the case. In my judgment it 
should have no weight; andin order that it 
may not have any improper weight I merely 
allude to the question. 

The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Burr] or 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ran 
DALL,] I forget which, thought proper to go 
into the number of votes cast, and to say by 
the publication in a newspaper it appears Mr. 
Simpson had an actual majority of 4,290 votes. 
Now, I have to answer that by the sworn tes 


| timony in this case it appears 7,269 Repub 
| lican voters were by intimidation and actual 
| violence prevented from voting, and that if 


that vote had been cast Mr. Wallace wou 


| have received a majority of over three thou 


sand votes; so that there is no danger of doing 


| any wrong here. 


Mr. ORTH. Willthe gentleman from Obio 
yield to me for a minute? 

Mr. STEVENSON. Certainly. 

Mr. ORTH. I understand the gentleman 
to state that it appears inthe testimony before 
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the committee over seven thousand Republican 
voters were intimidated so as not to be able to 
cast their votes. Did the committee examine 
witnesses to ascertain that fact? 

Mr. STEVENSON. Itdoesnotappear from 
the testimony of witnesses examined before the 
committee, but from testimony taken by par- 
ties in this case. 

Mr. ORTH. How many witnesses were 
examined as to that fact? 

Mr. STEVENSON. How many witnesses 
testified to the fact? One at least in each of 


| 
| 


' 
j 
} 
| 


derstand that Mr. Simpson had a majority of 

over four thousand votes; that he isentitled tothe | 
yrima facie election, but that he is not eligible. | 
{ have maintained before this House more than | 


once that his ineligibility oaght to be removed, | 


but I have been voted down. Now, I under- | 
stand the committee to say that Mr. Wallace is | 


| entitled to the seat, not upon the merits, because 


the counties of York, Union, Laurens, Green- | 


ville, Pickens, Spartanburg, and Chester. 

Mr. ORTH. ‘That is seven witnesses. 

Mr. BURR. But you do not go into the 
merits. 

Mr. STEVENSON. 
the merits, it is true. 
into the merits on the other side. 


We have not gone into 


I do not 


Neither have we gone | 


cite this as a circumstance that should have | 
any weight, but merely to balance the weight | 
of the circumstances cited, and properly, I 


think, on the other side. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. 


I desire to know | 


if it is possible that the gentleman is advocating | 


the admission of a gentleman as a member of 
this House without any examination of the 
merits of the case? 

Mr. STEVENSON. I am advocating his 
going into the merits. I never heard of going 
into the merits on a prima facie case. 

Mr. KERR. Will the gentleman yield to 
me for a question ? 

Mr. STEVENSON. Certainly. 

Mr. KERR. I desire to know if the com- 
mittee are not forbidden to examine this case, 
as to Simpson, any further, by an express res- 
olution of this House, dated March 22, 1869. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I think not. 

Mr. KERR. I hopethe gentleman will yield 
to allow this resolution to be read. 

Mr. STEVENSON. If I have time I will, 
but I prefer that the gentleman should state 
the nature of the resolution. 


1 
admission on the prima facie case, without | 


| I do not agree in that view. The 


they have not been examined, ee Sacie. | 
aw is against 
it; the precedents are against it; and I hope 
our friends on this side of the House will have 
the courage to stand up here against the report 
of that committee and say that as a matter of 


| law Mr. Wallace is not entitled to a prima facie 


seat. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Lyielded to the gentle- 
man for a question, and he is giving us a ser- 
mon. 

Mr. PETERS. 
effect. 

Mr. STEVENSON. 
refer to the text. 


I hope it will have some | 


Yes; but he did not 
Weare not here recommend- 
ing admission on the number of votes cast, but 
I have already shown that if we went into the 
merits of the case Mr. Wallace would be proved 
to have a majority of over three thousand. 
Mr. PETERS. 1 would like to ask the gen- 
tleman how he can go into the merits on the 
question who is entitled to the prima facie seat? 
Mr. STEVENSON. Just as well as the gen- 


friend claims that Mr. Simpson has the major- 
ity, and if he has the right to claim this I surely 


| have the right to show that Mr. Wallace has 
| the majority. ‘he gentleman surely could not 


have listened to this debate or examined the 


| papers in the case. 


It is shown that the first certificate given to 


‘| Mr. Simpson, and upon which alone it is pre- 


tended that he ever had a prima facie case, 
has been wiped away by the officers who re- 


| versed their action and gave a last and binding 


Mr. KERR. Itisvery brief, and can be read || 


in a moment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


“Reaolved, That in all contested-election cases 
referred to the Committee of Elections in which it 
shall be alleged by a party to the case, or a member 
of the House, that either claimant is unable to take 
the oath prescribed in the act approved July 2, 1862, 
entitled ** An act to prescribe an oath of ofhce, and 
for other purposes,’’ it shall be the duty of the com- 
inittee to ascertain whether such disability exists; 
and if such disability shall be found to exist the 


committee shall so report to the House, and shall | 


not further consider the claim of the person so dis- 
qualified without the further order of the House; 
and no compensation will be allowed by the House 
to any claimant who shall have been ineligible to 
the eflice of Representative to Congress at the time 
of the election and whose disability shall not have 
been removed by act of Congress.’’ 

Mr. KERR. The committee have reported 
that ineligibility to exist, and therefore are 
precluded from any further examination of 
the case on the merits at all; and this is an 
attempt to bring this man in here without right 
and to keep him here till Congress expires. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I am astonished that 
the gentleman from Indiana, with his great 
acuteness and broad and comprehensive in- 
tellect, does not see that that resolution only 
applies to Mr. Simpson, who by that report is 
out of this case, while Mr. Wallace remains 
im it. 

Mr. KERR. 
cases-—— 

Mr. STEVENSON. I cannot further yield 
to a gentleman who so far misapprehends the 
case. 

Mr. KERR. Thereis no misapprehension ; 
my statement is entirely correct. 

Mr. PETERS. Will the gentleman yield to 
me for a moment? 

Mr. STEVENSON. [yield to the gentleman 
for a question, 

Mr. PETERS. I would like to sustain the 
Committee of Elections here if I could. I un- 


This resolution relates to all 





| tion. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
tleman from Maine can go into the merits. My 
certificate to Mr. Wallace. | 

{ Here the hammer fell. | 

Mr. BURDETT resumed the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS. I rise toa parliamentary ques- 

I desire to know what is the exact prop- 
osition before the House, whether the question 
is upon the resolution reported by the majority 
of the Committee of Elections, or upon the 
a substitute ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will endeavor 
to state the question clearly at the expiration 
of the hour of the gentleman from Miesoeti, 
{Mr. Burperr.] There are but five minutes 
of the hour remaining. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I suppose the answer of 
the Chair to a parliamentary question does not 


| come out of the hour? 


|| tion. 





The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri is upon the floor. At the end of five 
minutes the Chair will definitely state the ques- 
He would not feel authorized to inter- 
rupt the gentleman upon the floor for that 
purpose. 

Mr. BURDETT. When I stated the case 


to the House at the opening of this debate I 


|| endeavored specifically to place before the 


House the fact that this is a report from the 
Committee of Elections simply upon the prima 
facie case, and that the adoption of the reso- 
lution reported by the majority of the com- 
mittee will still leave open for decision the 
case upon its merits. 


resolution of the minority of the committee as 


and report upon the merits of the case there 
shall be here a decision upon the merits with- 


Now, sir, there are before this House cer- 
tain documents upon which and upon which 


| alone from time immemorial prima facie cases 


have been considered and determined. Cer- 
tain documents bearing the great seal of the 
State of South Carolina have been brought to 


out consideration of the prima facie case. 
the attention of gentlemen upon this floor. | 


The House has wan- 
dered from this proposition, and it seems to 
be insisted on that without giving the Com- 
mittee of Elections an opportunity to examine 
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| There is one set of those documents which 


stands unimpeached by mortal man. 
tire number of the board of State ca 
have said that A. S. Wallace is entit] 
seat here ; and I say that subsequen 
action of theirs so declared there 
nothing here to impeach their certifi 
it stands unim ben to-day. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desire to ask the gentje. 
man a question. 

Mr. BURDETT. I cannot yield ; I have 
not time. The only objection raised is tha: 
there are certain other papers here which bea; 
in favor of the other side. That objection jy 
it means anything means nothing more nor 
less than this; that men acting under their 
oaths of office in an official capacity ar, 
debarred from changing their opinions and 
actions upon proper and competent evidence 
That question has been settled again and again 
upon this floor. It was settled in the case of 
Butler vs. Lehman, and in the case of Daily ys 
Morton from Nebraska. In the latter cage. 
which was decided at the first session of the 
Thirty-Seventh Congress, one of the contest. 
ants held a certificate dated November 2, 1860, 
and the other held one dated in March of the 
next year, and yet this House gave the seat to 
the man who had the certificate of the latest 
date, and he held his seat here all through 
that Congress. 

Now, | cannot refrain from calling the attten. 
tion of the House to another fact. The gentle. 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. RANDALL,] my 
colleague on the Committee of Elections, said 
that he had certain letters to the effect that Mr. 
Cardozo, the secretary of State for South Caro- 
lina, repudiated this action, and that this was not 
official; that the certificate of election to Mr, 
Wallace was not in his office. Sir, I have no 
doubt he has those letters; but I said to the 
House that this Mr. Cardozo has certitied under 
and by virtue of the great seal of the State of 
South Carolina as late as December 20, 1869, 
that Mr. Wallace has this certificate. I hold in 
my hand acopy of that certificate, and itis on file 
in the office of the secretary of State. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Have not both parties the 
great seal of the State of South Carolina? 

Mr. BURDETT. Yes, sir; and this man said 
that that triumph upon which they rely isa 
costly triumph, and who doubts it? 

Here the hammer fell. } 

‘The question was upon the substitute of the 
minority report for the resolution of the major- 
ity report. 

The resolution of the majority was as fol: 
lows: 

Resolved, That upon the eee referred to the 
Committee of Elections in the contested case of A. 
S. Wallace vs. W. D. Simpson, from the fourth con- 
gressional district of South Carolina, A. 5. Wallace 
is prima facie entitled to a seat in the House as their 
Representative of said district, subject to the future 
action of the House or to the merits of the case. 

The resolution of the majority, moved asa 
substitute for the majority resolution, was as 
follows: 

Resolved, That W. D. Simpson is not entitled, under 
resolution of March, 1869, to a seat from the fourtl 
district of South Carolina, by reason of ineligibility; 
and that A. 8S. Wallace is not entitled to such seat 
because he was not “ by the greatest number of votes 
duly elected’”’ by the people of that district. 

The question was taken upon the substitute; 
and upon a division there were—ayes 76, 
noes 50. 

Before the result was announced, 

Mr. KELSEY and Mr. STEVENSON called 
for the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken upon ordering the 
yeas and nays; and there were—ayes 2, 
noes 73. 

So (one-fifth voting in the affirmative) the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Would it be in order 
at thistime to move that this subject be recom: 
mitted to the Committee of Elections? 

TheSPEAKER. It would not, because the 
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previous question is now operating. 
The question was then taken; and it was 
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8 whic} ecided in the mon ella 103, nays 73, parebard. Dardett, penlamin FP. Butler. Oegena. ination of this case on its merits in some other 
th , ne 24+ as follows: ce, Amasa Uobdb, Clinton L. Cobb, Dixon, Don- ‘ ate : ° 
The , voting 84; as ley, Duval. Dyer. Ela. Ferriss. Fi tae , form at some other time? 
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as bee, anes, Dewees aa re ee ee ase A. Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, John A. Smith, William — Te-reler the case upon its merits, though the 
! ’ Getz, Gollaaay, COR, oan ‘ - \| J. Smith, William § arkwe: ar. Stevens 01 is one whic ad ‘ 
ite, and Yiqale, Hambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, Hawley, || Siokes, hay eer ara eather, Etavenses, ] oint is one which the Chair does not regard 
, Holman, Jenckes, gonnecn. aang ogneee, Van Horn, Ward, Welker, W Lisemure Wilkinson’ as parhamentary. ue 
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ch be: heading, Reor eet ‘rrod. Slocum, Joseph S. Smith Dawes, Dickinson, Dox, Eldridge, Ferry, Finkeln- | question 1s operating. 
1 Dear maker, peofield, Sherrod, Siocum, voseph S. smith, |) burg, Fisher, Getz, Golladay,Greene,Griswold, Halde- \ SON i 
ction if orthington C. Smith, Stiles, Stoughton, Strader, || man; Hambleton, Hamill, Hawkins, Hawley, Hol- Mr. ALLISON. I move to reconsider the 
ore nor Stri kland, Fwann. Ryoaper, Tate, canner, Te et man, Jenckes, Johnson, Thomas L. Jones, Kellogg, Vote seconding the previous question. 
t their ne r \ ey William B Washburn AV ells. Bryn oteam. Kact ye Logan. Vengriaee The SPEAKER. That cannot be done, be 
. ler VU. aoe reais : Nur: wy NMarshé Mayha Car r ‘Cor *k “Nea- . . . 
ity are vheeler, Willard, Williams, Eugene M. Wilson. || jy, Jesse H. a ecce lccaae: Nuncen Nibhick: Orth cause the previous question is partly executed. 
ns and in T. Wilson, Winchester, Wood, and Wood- || packard, Peters, Phelps, Poland, Pomeroy, Potter, Mr. MAYNARD. What would be the effect 
. sard—103. ; : Randall, Reading, Reeves, Rice, Rogers, Schumake laying this w » subj ? 
idence, VAYS—Mesers. Armstrong, Arneil, Asper, Ben- || Shanks, greading, Reeves, pice, Regess, fas umaker, of laying this w hol subject on the table ? 
d again ton, Boles, Bowen, Boyd, George M. Brooks, Buck, || ington C. Smith, Stiles, Stoughton, Strader, Strick- : Che SPEAKER. It would leave the ques 
case of ackley, Burchard, Burdett, Cake, € Cobh ee land, Swann, Sweeney, Tanner, Trimble.Van Auken, | tion in the position which the Chair has just 
: Clarke, 4miase we oes yf "vs fan T y as, Cz al: 1 Was indicated i is res : . 
aily vs, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Finkeln- William Be Wachhess roe Wieser” Willa ee — - response to the gentleman from 
T case, ig, Fisher, Fitch, Garfield, Gilfillan, Hamilton, |! Williams, Eugene M. Wilson, Winchester Wood. Maine, {[Mr. Perers.] It would be competent 
of the Hay, Hays, ate te ae are gr and W oodward—98. hace See ' for the House to re-refer the case at any time. 
- rr, Kelsey app, Lawrence, Maynard, Mc- TOT VOTING : > > , TITwpy ’ . ’ 
Ontest- nee Ke = Mor _ Bliakima H eccn Willis : NOT VOTING—Messrs. Axtell, Barnum, Bennett, Mr. WHITTEMORE. If L have the floor I 
. Crary, McGrew, Mercur, Hilakim i. Moore, V iitam || Blair, Boyd, Roderick R. Butler, Calkin, Churchill ill . : 
* 1860, Moore, Myers, Negley, O’Neill, Palmer, Phelps, || Cleveland, Coburn, Cook, Cowles, Deweese, Dickey, ™' move to lay it on the table. 
Of the | “Pi Saree eT a Smith, William t. Dockers, Farnsworth, Fox, Garfield, Haight, Hale, Mr. SCOFIELD. If the House should 
lon, Porter Sheldon, John A. } h, W i J. ays, Hill, ar : sa > Oe 7 ale . on 
seat to oh, William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevenson, ave, Bill toe. Hoopes, Hoseynias, pacenoll, adjourn now on this call for the yeas and 
e latest stokes, Strong, Tillman, ‘J ownsend, [wichell, || Lynch, Eliakim H. Moore, Wit Mee wrence, || nays would this thing be first in order in the 
hrough Van Horn, Whittemore, Wilkinson, Winans, and P. Morrill, Morrissey, Packer,Paine,Sanford,Schenck, | Morning. 
Witcher—/o. Stevens, S > Tyner, ¢ I a The @PE "Wp ie a ae 
NorVvoliNG—Messrs. Ambler, Axtell, Barnum, || * tevens, Stone, yner, and l pson—t4. _ The SPEAKER. li would be the first thing 
attten- Beatty, Benjamin, Bennett, Blair, Begjamin F: put- So the House refused to adjourn. in ome. )FIELI 
: . Roderick R. Butler, Coburn, Cook, Dickey, " on ms Mr. SCOFIELD. Then I hope there wi 
gentle- Doekery, Fox, Haight, Hoag, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Mr. RANDALL. I desire to modify the be no objection to o di i t there will 
LJ my Ingersoll, Alexander H. Jones, Judd, Kelley, Lash, resolution as amended, so as to obviate I jec r _ . Our a yournmen r 
nS, said Lynch, Morrissey, Packer, Paine, Roots, Sanford, || ypin} f “t] ses ’ Mr. WHITTEMORE. I move that the 
hat Mr Stevens, Stone, Upson, Ward, and Welker—4. Mr STEVE acr Opposition. ,' House do now adjourn. 
aur, . . . 4 4 3 ¢ om = ire 
1 Caro. So the substitute was adopted. | Mr. STEVENSON. I rise toa parliament- Mr. STILES. The yeas and nays have 
; ary question. Is it in order to modify that | already be loreal. 
was not During the call of the roll, | sensbualion’? already been ordered. 
to Mr, Mr. JOHNSON said: Upon this question [ The SPE ee ee ee TheSPEAKER. Butthat does not prevent 
. . ry . ‘ UL Yiv. 2 y Vv . . . 
ave no am paired with Mr. Burxer, of Tennessee. If : only ne PY | the gentleman from moving to adjourn. 
I ) 99 | unanimous consent. he ~<ipr . 
to the he were present he would vote ‘‘no’’ andI || Wy. gTRVENSON. I object Mr. DAWES. I ask the attention of the 
‘ 9 | 4 e § 4 ayvu ays GY . e 
lunder would vote ‘* ay. | os SANT. J House for one moment. I have not been able 
. . ad : Mr. RANDALL. I move to suspend the hear wl : and “af 
tate of I'he question was upon the resolution of the || -y1es to enable me to make the modificatic: to hear what has transpired; but [ infer that 
, 1869, majority report, as amended by the substitu- || Phe SPEAKER. A athe Re anal aad eh the phraseology of the resolution reaches be 
. ; ; ° - r 4 S Dies 6 OU s 1¢ > ° : 
hold in tion of the resolution of the minority report || : : : oy r€ yond what the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
i pred : ~~ : || rules is not in order except on Monday. Me Ran » : 
son file of the Committee of Elections. Rained Wieaiet oe os tunes di {Mr. RanDALL] intended. [ask the Speaker 
Mr. CESSNA. I desire to make an inquiry. || Seailtmn. MEMBERS, et US Hear the moal- | whether there is not this difference between the 
e m ‘ . 7% . . i} ‘ . . . . . ° 
‘ies the (he Committee of Elections treated this ques- || yy STRVENSON passage of the resolution and laying it on the 
| + * & 4 4adh Avs 


I object. 
The question recurs on 
| agreeing to the resolution, as amended. 


table: if we lay the resolution upon the table 


1? tion as one of prima facie evidence. es -d 
it will leave either one of these gentlemen to 


an said The SPEAKER. That is in the nature of 


The SPEAKER. 


ly isa debate. and is not in order Mr. STEVENS 7 contest the right to this seat hereafter; but if 
St ; ee aaa . : || Mr. STEVENS ’ sv ns ha 3 
Mr. KELSEY. I move to lay this resolu- | that ee eae aeuaatcies vote for || we should pass the resolution it would then be 
tion, as amended, on the table. | the eoeeaiens Ae as vane a lg AEE the judgment of the House that neither one of 
of the Mr. CESSNA. I second that motion. | shove ano en arcane a, as amended, | them was entitled tothe seat. I suggest, there- 
major Mr. BURR. If that motion should prevail | Mr STEVENSON a eueiea anil fore, if in deciding upon this prima facie case 
would it carry the report of the majority of | ‘ie g >" ” wre . or J 28S ant they wish to leave these parties free hereafter 
_ the committee on the table with it? || Th i lia to contest the right of this seat, that the resolu- 
_ The SPEAKER. It would. In the opin- | T} SPE AKER The eo tion be laid on the table. . 
bis di ion of the Chair the result would be practi- || TT he F XER. Theresolution,asamended, The SPEAKER. In the judgment of the 
rae a cally the same, whether the resolution, as || 'T Clerk 3 fo] Chair the effect of the resolution as amended - 
th con- amended, be adopted or laid on the table. | 1¢ Clerk read as follows: and laying the resolution upon the table would 
yaltace _ The question was taken upon laying the reso- senna That W. D. Simpson is not entitled, not be materially different. . ; 
Huta BB sion, as amended, on the table; and upon a || suaethe mnttion of Marah tat seal rom | Mr. DAVIS, I rine to, « point of ‘order, 
se. “ae there were—ayes 57, noes 80. || ineligibility; and that A. S. Wallace is not entitled I he only LP eon brought from the Caeanee 
d asa Before the result of the vote was announced, || to such seat because he was not “by the greatest | 18 a prima facie case. The committee has never 
a8 as Mr. WHITTEMORE called for the yeas and || — of votes duly elected” by the people of that 7 any right to bring anything else before the 
nays. | . ouse. That is the only question before the 
, under !he question was taken upon ordering the | ot RANDALL. I wish to notify the House || House, and the passage of the resolution dis- 
fourth yeas and nays; and there were—ayes 18, | that I am anxious to modify the resolution, but poses of the prima facie case, and no more. 
pility: noes 82, I] the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. STevenson] The SPEAKER. That is what the Chair 
ao So (one fifth not voting in the affirmative) | prevents me by his objection. has already stated ; that the resolution merely 
the yeas and nays were not ordered. ] Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I hope | refers to the passage of the prima facie case. 
stute: Accordingly the motion to lay on the table || there will be no opposition to the modification Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Is it in 
3 76, was not agreed to. | of the resolution. order to move that the resolution be laid on 
Ihe question recurred upon the resolution, || Mr. STEVENSON. I object. - the table? 
as amended. || Mr. RANDALL. I want to modify the The SPEAKER. It is. 
nalled Mr. STEVENSON and Mr. WHITTEMORE || resolution so that it shall apply simply to the Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I make 
moved that the House adjourn. || decision on the prima facie right. that motion, and if it be adopted I have a res 
g the _ The question was taken; and upon a divis- Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Wewill olution which I will present. 
5 96. ion there were—ayes 50, noes 78. agree to that on our side. lhe resolution was then laid on the table. — 
Before the result was announced, 1 Mr. ST EV ENSON. I object. Mr. BUI LER, of Massachusetts. I submit 
5) the Mr. WHITTEMOREand Mr.STEVENSON || The SPEAKER. The gentleman from | the following reselution : 
called for the yeas and nays. Ohio objects, and at this stage it is not Resolved, That the claims of A. 8. Wallace and 
sites The yeas and nays were ordered. | competent to do anything in the way of modi- Wiliam D. Simpson to a seat in this Congress be 
com: y he question was taken; and it was decided fying the resolution except by unanimous con- examined and reported on upon the merits of the 
i the negative—yeas 68, nays 98, not voting || sent. case as presented. 
se the 44; as follows; | Mr. PETERS. I desire to submit to the Mr. WOODWARD. I object to the reso- 


t was 


3 EAS—Messrs. Arnell, Asper, Benjamin, Benton, 
Loles, Bowen, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buflinton, 





Chair a parliamentary question, whether the 
effect of this vote will be to prevent an exam- 


lution and move that the House do now 


adjourn. 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 


point of order, and decides that as the question | 


relates to the eligibility to a seat upon this 
floor it is one of privilege, and the resolution 
is therefore in order. 


The House divided; and there were—ayes | 


63, noes 46. 
So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. SCOFIELD moved to reconsider all the | 


votes taken during this day; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SESSION FOR DEBATE ONLY. 


Mr. DAWES. I move by unanimous con- 
sent that there shall be a session this evening, 
the House sitting as in Committee of the Whole 
for the purpose of debate only. 

There was no objection ; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from IIli- 
nois [Mr. McCrary] will take the chair this 
evening as Speaker pro tempore. 

And then, on motion of Mr. WOODWARD, 
the House (at five o’clock and five minutes p. 
m.) took a recess until half past seven o’clock 
this evening. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The House resumed its session at half past 
seven o'clock p. m., Mr. McCrary in the chair 
as Speaker pro tempore. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
order of the House this morning, the House 
will sit this evening as in Committee of the 
Whole for the purpose of debate only, the ques- 
tion before the omen being the President's 


-annual message, on which the gentleman from 


California [Mr. Jounson] is entitled to the 
floor. 


CUINESE IMMIGRATION, 


Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. Speaker, as indica- 
tive of the subject which I propose to discuss 
this evening, Ll ask the Clerk to read a joint 
resolution which has been introduced by me 
and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
cary, 

The Clerk read as follows : 


Joint resolution declaratory of the right in States 
to protect themselves against a nuisance, and that 
Chinese immigration should be discouraged. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
ativesof the United States of Americain Congress assem- 
bled, That any State suffering injury trom filthy 
habits, degrading vices, or customs practiced by Chi- 
nese residents thereof, may, if such habits, vices, or 
customs become a nuisance, protect itself by Stato 
legislation, notwithstanding the existence of any 





| 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





population ; even that a man is better alone 
than with hostile robbers and thieves, than with 
a multitude bearing pestilence in their gar- 
ments and reeking with filth and decay. I 
believe every Chinaman who comes to the 
United States is an added element of weak- 
ness and an accumulated source of dishonor. 


In numbers he is an addition to our population, 
| yet he adds no strength to our country or 
| Government. 


By his cheap labor he reduces 
the earnings, really takes away the earnings 


|| of the white man, him upon whose shoulders 


this Government must ever rest. The importa- 


wages of two hundred thousand white men in 
any given section fully twenty-five per cent. 
When this business is localized, as in Califor- 
nia, it is disastrous to the producing classes. 
This reduction is a clear loss to our country. 


| It does not float like drift to be caught by ‘‘ grab- 


| from the country. 


bers,’’ as do the earnings ofsome of our own peo- 
ple. No,every dollar of itis safely transmitted 
to the Chinese empire. ‘They undermine and 
cheat our own citizens out of fully $10,000,000 
a year, and every dollar of this is carefully sent 
This sum is not only taken 


|| from our working men and their families, which 


i] 


| 
| 
| 


Under the | 


treaty between the United States and the Chinese | 


Government. 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the free 
importation andimmigration of Chinese laborersand 
debased and abandoned females is not for the best 


interest of the country, and therefore should not be | 


encouraged, but, on the contrary, should be re- 
strained and diseouraged by all lawful means. 


Mr. JOHNSON. 
ask in the first resolution for a recognition of 
the right in a State to protect itself against a 


Mr. Speaker, although I | 


nuisance, | think it unnecessary to discuss that |, 


question, for such right will hardly be denied | 


in argument, but may be rejected by force. 
But the second resolution, as it covers debat- 
able questions, and is of so much importance 


to the Pacifie States, particularly California, |, 
will justify me in consuming my time in its | 


discussion, 

! hope a large majority of the good people 
of this country believe its future greatness can 
best be secured by preserving the Caucasian 
blood in its purity; that the white man is 
superior to the Chinaman ; that our country 


would be better off peopled entirely with our | 


own kind than if mixed with an inferior and 
degraded race ; that the better and more en- 
lightened the inhabitants of a country are the 


wore equitable, safe, and certain are its laws ; | 


that a good, virtuous, educated kindred popu- 


lation are more likely to cherish morality and | 
releiem pee and liberty, than would be 
egraded, uneducated, and debased 


u base, 


| 
{| 


|| if caught associating with Chinamen. 
| will bring eminent witnesses with abundant evi- | 


| the thi 


is like their paying so much tribute to China, 
but it is taken also from our country and is lost 
forever. 
enemy in our midst; he hates our customs, 


Besides this, the Chinaman is an | 


has a contempt for our Government, and fairly | 


loathes all our institutions, but more particu- 
larly our religion and our God. To show that he 
isa source of dishonor, I might be content with 


| proving him dishonest and a thief, but I shall 


not stop there. Such a thing as a moral, reli- 
gious, or other restraint, except the fear of pun- 
ishment, is not known to the Chinaman. He 
is not only a thief by nature, in theory and 


pets but is more debased and degraded in | 


1is nasty, loathsome habits than any other of 
God’s creatures. The lowest character in Cali- 


fornia would feel disgraced and ruined forever | 


dence to impeach John’s character. 
Taylor says: 

The only taste which the Chinese exhibit to any 
degree is a love of the monstrous. That sentiment 
of harmony which throbbed like a musical rhythm 
through the life of the Greeks never looked out 
through their oblique eyes. Their music is a dread- 
ful discord; their language is composed of nasals 
and consonants; they admire whatever is distorted 


Bayard 


or unnatural, and the wider its divergence from the | 


But I | 


original beauty or symmetry the greater is their | 


delight. This mental idiosyneracy includes a moral 


one of similar character. It is my deliberate opin- || 


ion that the Chinese are morally the most debased 
people on the face of the carth. 
which in other countries are hardly named are in 
China so common that they excite no comment 
among the natives. They constitute the surface 


Forms of vice | 


level, and below them there are deeps and deeps of | 
depravity so shocking and horrible that their char- | 


| acter cannot even be hinted. There are some dark | 


shadows in human nature which we naturally shrink | 


| from penetrating, and I made no attempt to collect 


information of this kind; but there was = in | 
1¢@ 


s which I could not avoid seeing and hear- 
ing—which are brought almost daily to the notice of 
every foreign resident—to inspire me with a power- 
ful aversion to the Chinese race. Their touch is 
pollution, and, harsh as the opinion may seem, jus- 


| tice to our own race demands that they should not | 
| be allowed to settle on our soil. Science may have 


lost something, but mankind has gained by the ex- 
clusive policy which has governed China during the 
past centuries.”’ 


This is the true character of the Chinaman | 


at home in his native land as seen by one of 
the most distinguished of American authors 


and travelers long before the danger of a |, 


Chinese inundation became threatening. This 
great traveler and author I believe was never 
of my political faith, else I should not quote 
him. 


Hon. William Highy, then member of Con- | 


gress from the second district of California, in 


an able speech delivered on this floor in 1866, | 


(Congressional Globe, vol. 57, page 1056,) 
said ; 
** Judging from the daily exhibitions in our streets 


and the well-established repute among their females, 
virtue is an exception tothe general rule. They buy 


and sell their women like cattle, and the trade is | 
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| judged them fairly. 
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= 
mostly for the purposes of prostitutic = 
sheir character. You cannot makecitizensof itt" is 
’ -m,’’ 
The honorable gentleman who said th, 
things was a Republican member of Con ne 
but he had lived where he could judge tary: 
of these people, and being an honest man © 
The Evening Tribune of San Francige, of 
December 24, 1869, edited by a Republican 


| who is practical in his loyalty, says; 





/ some length. 


“Let political knaves ee of principle and al] 
gianceto party lines. What are they compared ..- 


the future happiness and welfare of our ¢ A with 


Ountry 


. ‘ht . |! which we cherish beyond all party ties? Pp... 
tion of fifty thousand Chinese will reduce the || wo are iabaed with Mapebtiens Ue an Pepe aus 


| idly 


: tO stand 
»y and let an evil take root and flourish jy 1) 


land drenched in loyal blood to wipe out that Curse, 
blight, slavery? Are we, for fear of being Pas = 
municated from the Republican party, to stand mut. 
when right in our very midst there rancors and feed 
corruption that would undermine any monarchy o. 
Government the world ever saw? Who dares tell s 
so? What was African slavery, ruled and regulates 
by law, compared with the gigantic evil that thr “y 
ens to overthrow what we fought for four lone oa 
bloody years to maintain, an evil that is spreadine 
all over the country, that has blasted the fair fan 
of our city, and carried thousands of its inhabitant, 
to untimely graves by foul disease, which is }jqbl. 
any day to break out again, or be imported by slaya 
ships that sail unmolested into our harbor, reekjy,, 
with pestilence and filth, and loaded to the wate;’. 
edge with kidnapped coolies and Chinese prostityte: 


| the former to take the place of honest labor, +), 


latter to corrupt the morals of our youths and breed 
disease in its foulest forms? If any one doubts thi. 
assertion let him look at the mechanies and laboriny 
men whose places are filled by moon-cyed Celestig\, 
working for less than half price in every workshop 
and dwelling; or on the other hand go through the 
purlieus of the city and penetrate if he can the dey: 
that are inhabited by the most totally depraved ani 
degraded creatures that ever cursed a civilized com. 
munity. If heis not then convinced let him go ty 
the health office and there count the number whos 
bones are bleaching in the rocky bosom of Lop 
Mountain cemetery, laid there by the black plagye 
imported like all the rest from the ** Flowery King- 
dom.’’ If, then, he is not willing to enlist in an army 
to exterminate the cause of all this evil, we havea 
poor opinion of his loyalty or manhood,’’ 

The Sacramento Bee, a Republican news. 
paper, in speaking of this question, says: 

“Asthepublic policy and law justly holds coolieisy, 
to be a species of slavery, and as the system of (hj- 


nese prostitution is the most barefacedand shametu 
offense against public morality, there are hardly an, 


| measures of repression less than absolute cruelt) 
| that could be suggested which ought not to receive 


the public approval. Coolieism the national law 
already deals with, and it needs but to enforce tha 
vigorously. 

* The influx of Chinese women for purposes of pros- 
titution we have before alluded to as a shame to the 
State, which ought to institute the most repressive 
measuresagainstit. Mr. Mooney will be justified in 
the interest of morality and pride in our good name 
if he can raise a stiff breeze, a spanking gale on the 
subject. It makes the soul revolt when is read the 
announcement, as each steamer arrives from China, 
that she brought so many hundred Chinese girls. 
‘They constitute a systematized traflic for purpose 
of prostitution, and are spreading licentiousness at 
a fearful rate. The cheek of every Californian is 
made to blush at the thought that this is a regularly 
organized traffic in the State, carried on as publicly 
and with as much regularity and calculation as any 
other business.” 


Iarper’s Magazine for November, 1869, in 
an article upon the Chinese, says: 


“Authors of the compass, they creep from head- 
land to headland in coasting voyages, never ventur- 
ing to cross the ocean or totrust themselves for many 
days out of sight of the shore. Discoverers of = 
powder, they supply the world with fire-crackers 
while their soldiers fight with bows and arrows, 
wooden spears, and match-locks. Inventorsof print- 
ing, they have not yet advanced to the use o! 
metallic type and the eer pret, but continue to 
engrave each page ona block of wood, and print it off 
by the use of a brush. Sufficiently versed in astron- 
omy to calculate eclipses two thousand years before 
the Christain era, they remain to this hour in the 
fetters of judicial astrology; and among the earlies 
to make advance in chemical discovery, they are stil! 
under the full sway of alchemy and magic.” 


The San Francisco Chronicle, a Republican 
newspaper, in its issue of December 5, 180%, 


has an article upon the Chinese in that city, 


which seems so truthful I must present it a! 
It says: 


“Each China steamer now brings consignments 0! 
women destined to be placed in the market. 11° 
manner in which they are landed from the steamer, 
the close watch kept upon them by their owners, a0! 
the immense excitement among the Chinese upo® 
the arrival of each steamer, have been so complete!) 
and fully given in the columnsof the Chronicle, tha‘ 
any repetition now would be:tiresome. Within aiew 
hours after the arrival of these importations the 
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That nare allabsorbed into the great Chinese sponge, 
f then women are vo or three murders on Dupont street or 
| a, {Saye roy on Jackson, the arrival of the two or 
1d the Se S00 e pared women seems to produce no apparent 
NLTess oreo 


re fair], ar1ous 
man h ents at good prices. ‘The particularly fine 


ns of the cargo, the fresh and pretty females 


se) Of "from wealthy merchants ‘and prosperous 
UDdlican “men. A very. considerable portion are sent 
. interior under charge of special agents, in 
nd -to demands from well-to-do miners or suc- 
: . fn} vegetable producers. L 
. v ~snother lot of the general importation offered to 
Be 2 ‘Chinese public are examined critically by those 
anche ving to purchase, and are sold to the trade’ or to | 
sh int viduals at rates ranging from $500 to $200 per 
Pk. i according to their youth, beauty, and attract- 
ode The refuse generally consists of * boat girls > and 
1d bre : so who come from the sea-board towns,where con- 
archy with the white sailor reduces even the low sta nd- 
an tell ‘Chinese morals, and is soldtothe proprietors of 
egulai. ha aaladl brothels or used in the more interior dens 
t threa prostitution under, the immediate control of the 
lene vell’ companies. [Those who are afilicted with 
readin, cease, Who suffer from incurable attacks of Asiatic 
air fan vofula, or have the misfortune of possessing a bad 
abitant romper, are used in this last-mentioned manner. 
is lial Speaking of the female dens, the writer con- 
reekir Lines + ; P 
Wate) ‘A}l the windows are provided with a movable 
stitut pane, which is open, and through the sash we see 
or, | expressionless face of some bedaubed harlot. 
nd bree \s we pass she raps upon the glass to attract atten- 
ubts t} n, and in broken English invites us in. 
laborit “Poor thing! It is her trade, and unless she is 
lesti cessful, she receives the abuse of those who are 
orkshon r masters, and who take from her all she earns. 
ugh tho she has no conception of the virtue of chastity ; she 
the de has never been taught what virtue is, and does not 
Wed ar know the meaning of the vile, indecent expressions 
fed con ith which she addresses us. She is aslave, andun- 
im g¢ knowingly obeys the Bible injunction, ‘Servants, 
or wh y your masters.’ ”’ 
of Lor On the inhumanities and cruelties of the 
< plag ‘ . - ° 
ry Kine Chinese the writer says: 
un army “The officer has lighted his candle, for everything 
Hav > jsdark,dismal,and depressing. We arrive at a miser- 
ible door not more than five feet high, which opens |} 
. ney ytoa room some nine feet in length and not so wide; | 
iia :the hospital, where the decrepit and those dis- | 
ee ised past recovery are broughttodic. Theplaceis | 
oolie iuthsome in the extreme. On one side is a shelffour 
of ( tin width and a yard above the dirty floor, upon 
ham which are two old rice mats. There is not the first 
rdly ggestion of furniture in the room—no table, no 
cruelt jairs or stools, nor any window through whichsome 
 receiy tray enterprising beam of sunlight could findadmit- 
nal law uce by day. The atmosphere was close, andseemed 
ree th unmy, deathlike, and impregnated with vapors of 
lisease and perience. 
of pros- “And to this place are brought those women who 
1e to tl have become so infected with disease that they are 
pressiv uo longer money-making creatures, and have be- 
tified ir come burdens upon the individuals or companies 
rd name who own them; and here these poor creatures, de- 
e on tl serted by both friends and owners, with no one to 
‘ead th turn to for help, nor any god to pray to for consola- 
1 China, tion in their hour of distress, terininate their miser- 
se girls, able lives. 
yUrpos “When any ofthe unfortunate harlots are no longer | 
sness at useful, and a Chinese physician passes his opinion 
rnian i that her disease is incurable, she is notified that she 
~gularly must die. Sheknows too well that protestations and 
publicly prayers are unavailing, and submits without a mur- | 
1 as any mur to her fate. Led by night to this hole of a 
‘hospital,’ (how it gained this distinguished title 
869. in we do not know,) she is forced within the door and 
SOU, i iade to lie down upon the shelf. A cup of water, 
another of boiled rice, and a little metal oil-lamp 
n head: are placed by her side. The assassins pass out of the 
ventur- death-cell, the heavy door is locked, and the unfor- 
P man} tunate creature is left todie alone. What agonies 
of gun the poor victims suffer in their lingering death no 
rasker - one knows. The smothered shricks of despair, the 
arrows, dreadful moans with which weakened nature an- 
f print- , houncesits sufferings, may be heard by those who 
use of urrow in the immediate vicinity; but they either 
tinue to pay no attention to them, or simply curse the victim 
int it off in uncouth language as an annoyance. 
astron- a No one offers to interfere with the doomed one; 
s before all know the law, and there is not enough of charity 
én the in the whole race to attempt to interfere with the 
earliest dreadful edicts, After a few days the lamp burnsout, 
are stil! the light fails for want of oil, the rice-cup and the 
Water-cup are empty and dry, and the joss-sticks 
e which were lighted when the woman was brought 
iblican to the cell are nothing but charred splinters of bam- 
, 1869, 00. Those who have immediate charge of the estab- 


i aie vshment know how long the oil should last, and 
it city, vhen the limit is reached they return to the ‘hos- 


t it at pital,’ unbar the door, and enter that they may re- 
love the remains of the unhappy victim of man’s 
is ust, of disease, and of unnatural custom. Generally 
penta of the woman is dead, either by Starvation or from her 
t. Ti own hand; but sometimes life is not extinct; the 
ame! ‘park yet remains when the ‘doctors’ enter; yet this 
OTS, AM wakes but little difference to them. 
e upol with come. for a corpse, and they never go away 
ple tely : without it. If the victims be not already dead the 
pe » “ircumstance only delays the removal of the remains 


eae minutes, When‘they enter the woman isalive; 
¥ 800n come forth, bearing a body—only a body; 
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yns the 


Be as establishments which import these | 
te find but little trouble in getting rid of their | 


from the interior, are used to fill special | 











the heart has ceased to beat; the breath comes and 
goes no more; the soul has fled. 
done—whether blood is drawn, the victim strangled 


| or smothered—none, save those in the seeret know. 


The result is past dispute. A woman—helpless, use- 
less, without value to those who claim to own her— 
is murdered, and this in the heart of a Christian 
city. There may be ascore of these ‘hospitals’ in 
our midst as yet undiscovered. Those which have 
been ferreted out by the police 
never used; but that others exist and are in constant 
use is more than probable.’”’ 


What more evidence could any one wish as 
to the Chinaman’s degradation and beastli- 
ness? If the authority quoted is legal tender 
or worth a percentage corresponding in value 


|| as nearly to truth as greenbacks do to coin, or 


| if it is possessed of ten per cent. of truth, 


| and filthy people. 


then it is clear that the Chinese are a degraded 
And more, that their pres- 
ence in our country is nauseating, sickening 
to the heart of the lover of good order, good 
morals, common decency, and the common 
weal, a disgrace and a scandal to our people, 


; and a foul stain upon our country’s history. 


Notwithstanding all this, many able statesmen 


| advocate Chinese immigration and Chinese 


equality. 


Llow the deed is | 


e now seldom or | 


On this side of the continent the Chinaman | 


finds his friends, excusers, and advocates mostly 
among the class who preach the ‘universal 
fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man.’’ 

This doctrine, they seem to think, compels 


them to contend for Chinese equality, for his | 


absolute freedom to come to this country and 
to be treated as we treat immigrants from other 
countries. In California and on the Pacific 
coast the enemies of the white man and the 
friends of the Chinaman, for they are the game, 
are comparatively few. And these are the 


men who are making war upon labor—the | 


vapitalists and monopolists. ‘They can make it 
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Chinese displaces fifty thousand white citizens, 
and compels them to leave the State or starve ; 
and this, too, without benefiting a soul in the 
land except the wealthy employer. It has been 
ten thousand and more times repeated that we 
are indebted to Chinamen for bailding our rail- 
roads. Nonsense; Chinese were employed in 
great numbers in the building of the Central 
Pacific road, it is true, but it should be recol 
lected that the Government paitl enough for 
that great work to have justified the employ- 
ment of white labor. ‘The Government saved 
nothing ; the people made nothing ; the build- 
ers got rich; that is all. The Union Pacific 
employed white labor; the roadis built. We 
owe the Chinaman nothing for his railroad 
exploits. The presence of the Chinaman will 
never give us one additional mile of railroad. 
In railroading the cost of construction is 
nothing. Will it more than pay for running it 
from its completion, and does it run sleenah a 
country that will justify the expectation that 
its business will increase and be permanent? 


| These are the questions asked by capitalists. 


This railroad business has been John’s largest 
stock in trade, and has been dwelt on until 
all the great statesmen of the land can ring the 


| changes on his usefulness in railroad building 


and in developing the resources of the country. 
Bosh and buncombe areall such twaddle, how- 
ever well it may be garnished with florid phrase- 
ology. It is said by some that the Chinese 


|| Open up new avenues of industry, and do not 


to their immediate advantage to use Chinese | 


labor, while such labor is detrimental to the peo- 
ple at large. 
cheaper than the white man, but the produc- 
tions of his labor are but little if any cheaper 
than the same productions of white labor. This 
is so because owing to our facilities for speedy 
and safe transportion our markets are gov- 
erned entirely by prices East. 


If the capitalist employs $1,600,000 worth | 


|| of Chinese labor on productions that would 


cost $2,000,000 in white labor, and which are 
worth $3,000,000 in the market, he makes 
$2,000,000 where he should make but $1,000,- 
000, and cheats the people out of $8,000,000, 
instead of making $1,000,000 legitimately. The 
$1,000,000 paid to the Chinese laborers is 
lost to us and commerce forever ; it is sent to 
China, and the $2,000,000 profit may be used 


| as the $1,000,000—invested to cheat, dppress, 





| 


and rob the workingmen of the country of 
their heritage. If Chinese labor was equally 
diffused over the whole country, then the pro- 
ductions of labor would fall, or if any one 
branch of industry which supplies the whole 
country with its products should be monopo- 
lized by Chinese labor, then, of course, such 
products would be reduced in price. But such 
productions would not beara price proportion- 
ate to the cost of manufacture, but much 
higher, for the simple reason that a higher and 
more costly kind of labor would be the standard 
by which all productions must be valued. 
The reduction of wages in California cannot 
benefit the people on this side of the continent. 
Such reduction will hardly raise their wages or 


| increase the value of their productions. Unless 


this is accomplished no advantage is gained 
by Chinese immigration. 

Suppose cheap labor in California with cheap 
productions would be an advantaga—which I 


deny—still 1 would oppose Chinese labor as a 


curse in every form. 


But cheap Chinese labor | 


with high productions is injurious to the whole | 


country, certain ruin to California, and is the 
beginning of a system of starvation and emi- 
gration certain to depopulate our State unless 
discouraged. 

The employment of 


| grader on the Central Pacific railroad. 
ach labo - || opening up new avenues of industry? 
The Chinaman is employed much | 


disturb the ordinary avocatiuns of the white 
man. I have heard of his opening up no new 
avenues of useful industry. He works in 
factories, makes shoes and cigars, keeps a 
wash-house, is servant in a family sometimes, 
saws wood, catches fish, works sometimes upon 
a farm, works in the mines, and did work as a 
Is this 

No; 
another to our useful 


John 


will never add 


| industries ; he knows of nothing to add. 


Is it not an admitted fact that to cheapen 
labor is to degrade it? That labor among the 
useful industries is generally considered the 
most honorable which yields the largest re- 
turn; the country paying the highest wages 
honors its laborers most and has the most 
elevated class of laborers. 

Man’s happiness to some extent depends 
upon his ability to accumulate property, upon 
his prosperity ; and will he not prosper most 
where he makes most by his labor? 

For many centuries, ever since the first 
apple reddened and ripened in the garden of 
Eden, and Adam said to Eve, ‘‘let me bite 
your apple,’’ this has been supposed to be the 
‘ase; for as soon asa man knew he could do 
better, that is, make more, by leaving his own 
he went to another country if he could. 

We cannot cheapen our own so as to under- 
mine all the balance of the labor of the world 
and furnish it with all of its supplies of every 
nature. Neither is this desirable ; for ifsuch a 
result should degrade the individual laborer, 
it would degrade a large majority of our pop- 
ulation and be a curse instead of a blessing. 
The well-informed, industrious, thrifty, honor- 
able laboring men of California are the pride 
of the State. As a fair illustration of the char- 


| acter of men engaged in mining in our State, 


I can say I know a company in my neighbor- 


| hood composed of some dozen men or more, 


allof whom are educated, and three of whom are 
fine classical scholars, fit for the highest profes- 
sorships and equal to any three men in the Con- 
gress of the United States. These are the kind 
of laboring men we have; this kind we intend 
to protect, encourage, and defend to the last. 

We have many things te be proud of, but 
our greatest pride isin the knowledge that our 
laborers are not inferior to any equal number 
of men in any part of the world. We do not 
wish to reduce their wages now; that reduc- 
tion will come when it ought tocome. Time 
and commerce will to some extent equalize 


. 1} asd a 
seventy-five thousand || labor between California and the East. 








Above all things spare us the curse of Chi- 
nese labor: we fear and detest it. 
any thing in this world it is that cheap labor is 
not a blessing, and that it will never develop the 
resources of our country, but on the contrary 


It is because there is great profit in labor in 
this country that we have grown beyond pre- 
cedents furnished by other nations. The value 
of labor being great has brought into existence 
every useful invention perfected in the United 
States for the last fifty years. 

High labor is productive labor ; labor’s prod- 
ucts is wealth. Cheap labor is unproductive 
labor; unproductive labor is poverty and mis- 
ery. High labor stimulates inventions, pro- 
motes industry, stimulates commerce, makes 
the people prosperous, happy, and great. 
Cheap labor will never make more than it 
needs to live on. Then, when we consider the 
amount of land in this country, and that any 
one can obtain a patch, we may be certain that 
as soon as the time comes when the artisan 
and the factory operative can no more than 
support themselves the shops and factories will 
cease to exist. People will not work a whole 
year or a whole life just for their bread when 
they can make the same living by laboring fifty 
days each year and at the same time be free 
and independent. Cheapen labor to develop 
the resources of the country, and its resources 
ate rendered less valuable in proportion to the 
reduction. 

Whatever resources we have developed or 


Cheap labor, unless everything else is brought 
down with it, would be so manifestly unjust to 
the laboring classes that no one would advo- 
cate it for a moment. Cheapen labor to a 
Chinese standard and you cheapen everything 
else to a Chinese standard. Say upon an 
average 
lays up $100 a year at present; bring down 
everything to the ‘* developing’’ point, Chinese 
standard, then the laboring man can put by 
eight to ten dollars by strict economy. 

This would make us a happy people. Taking 
this view, when I reflect that every Chinaman 


who is brought to this country, voluntarily or || 


otherwise, is liable to have the ballot placed 
in his hands I look upon his coming with hor- 
ror. If there is the slightest danger of the 
Chinaman’s becoming a voter how can a true 
lover of his country meet him with welcome ? 
Is there no danger? Letus see. A majority 
of both Houses of Congress have committed 
themselves to the advocacy of free Chinese 
immigration and Chinese citizenship. 

Senator CoLs, whose great influence is only 
exceeded by his ability, in a printed letter, 
dated October 30, 1869, says: 

“Such as have come contributed largely to tho 
development of the western portion of the United 
States, and in the account of benefits rendered and 
received areyet entitled to considerable credit. That 
® number large enough or aclass bad enough will 


ever cross the Pacifie to our shores to change the | 


account is not at all probable. They are too fond of 
home; the distance ts too great; it costs too much; 
the means of transportation are too limited, and the 
inducements are growing less and less day by day. 
We have as yet no occasion to repel them growing 
out of political or other reasons. When our waters 
are vexed by Asiatic junks freighted with people 
intended to overthrow and destroy our institutions 
it will be time enough to complain of their coming. 
But while we bring in our own ships a people who 
build railroads, cultivate our waste places, anddirect 
our machinery we ought neither to complain of the 
individuals ~-4 

aro brought, 

* Every nation has the richt, and is justifiable in 
exercising that right, to warn off from its shores and 
even eject from its borders all vile, corrupting, and 
degenerate people, like paupers and criminals and 
persons infected with contagious disease, But the 
exercise of this discretion is a very different thing 
from the indiscriminate exclusion of a whole people, 
and particularly of a people who as a rule are indus- 
trious, ingenious, and frugal. We successfully dis- 
puted the right of the Governments of China and 
Japan to establish any such policy for themselves, 
alihough the reason in their case was much stronger 
than in ours; for those countries were already full 
even to overflowing with een while ours is 
comparatively unoceupied, In theirs no room was 
left for immigration, but the unclaimed territory of 
the New World is almost without limit. 


a laboring man supports himself and | 


o bring them nor of the people that | 


a - ae eee ——_ 


| 





If I know }| 


** Having broken over the Chinese wall and pene- 


trated the ports of Japan, we should not now wall || 


| ourselves in and shutour ports against those people. 
| To adopt the selfish and exclusive policy which was 


| our institutions. 


so much despised in them would be on our part 
extremely inconsistent. It would justly call down 


, oe || upon our own heads all the matedictions which we 
will prevent a development of its resources. || : 


havein the past heaped upon theirs, and much be- 
sides, for we are supposed to be not only more liberal 
and more just, but we have an abundance of room 
and ample occupation for all that can come. 


The great trepidation that has lately seized upon | 
the Christian worldon account of the appearance of | 


a few Chinamen in California has, I trust, about run 
its course.” 

Just where Chinamen have assisted to de- 
velop the western portion of the United States 
I am unable to say; but | do know they have 
not assisted to develop California in any man- 
ner whatever. On the contrary, they have re- 
tarded its growth and crippled its prosperity, 


poisoned its waters, polluted its soil, and sowed | 


pestilence in its otherwise pure air. 
The distinguished Senator thinks 


junks, threatening to overthrow and destroy 
[ am sorry to differ with the 


| honorable Senator, but [ think it would then 





be too late. 

But I will only present his letter, without 
taking time for criticism. 

I must also most respectfully differ from other 
views expressed by the distinguished Senator. 
He was ‘* interviewed’’ on the night of the 29th 
of December last—mark the date, for it will 
doubtless appear in the list of notable events 


. Reh lahine! Ul in next year’s almanac—yes, on that particular 
may develop must keep even pace with labor. | ‘ ’ 


night of that particular day, both night and 
day made particularly memorable by that par- 
ticular event, the distinguished Senator was 
most soundly and thoroughly interviewed by 
one of the National Intelligencer’s reporters, 
and the result of it all I will give in part as it 
appeared in print: 


“Ts the Chineso immigration 
ator ? 

“No. The vessels now carry back about as many 
as they bring.” 


In this the honorable Senator is mistaken, 
for he says in the next answer but one: 


“Ts not the cost of the voyage growing less and 
the facility of the Pacific coast increasing ? 

** Yes, dn sailing vessels the fare is low, and the 
Pacific mail, a splendid line of steamers, is about to 
run steamers twice a month instead of once.’’ 


The fare is low on sailing vessels, and the 
steamer line is to double its service. Why? 
Simply because the present service is not ade- 
quate to the demand. 


‘*What has checked immigration at present? 

“T have thought that reports of outrages commit- 
ted on them might havo reached China and deterred 
emigrants. 

“Have they deserved attack? 

“*No; they are peaceful, docile, obedient as ser- 
vants, industrious, and saving. All they ask is to be 
let alone and treated with simple justice.” 

‘“*Do Americans assail them ? 

**T have never heard of such a case. Their assail- 
ants are foreigners, commonly Irish, and encour- 
aged by the priests, who stigmatize the Chinese as 
heathens. Their morals, though, seem to me as good 
as those of average Christian communities, 

‘Are they not thievish and treacherous ? 

“Not atall. They are employed in nearly every 
family in California, and are found trustworthy.” 


I need not repel this slander of our Irish 
citizens, or try to wipe away the foul stain with 


increasing, Sen- 


which the honorable Senator would spot the 
_pure robes of the Catholic priesthood. No: 





for the stain has not attached, and the foul 
blot has gone back to rest whence it came. 
But [ beg pardon ; let the interview proceed. 


“Ts their testimony admitted in courts, or is it too 
unreliable? 

“State laws shut it out, but the fourteenth amend- 
ment admits it. wo Americans were lately con- 
victed in San Francisco on Chinese evidence; this, 
too, not of the merchants, who are often very fine 
men, but of ordinary laborers. There is no real 
objection to admitting their testimony; it can be 
sifted in court like any other.”’ 


Ah, yes! Isee. The fourteenth amendment 
makes the Chinaman a good witness in court. 
May be so. But I recollect well the Senator's 


friends in California have heretofore found it 
quite to their interest to construe the four- 
teenth amendment differentiy. Now, however, 


it time | 
enough to repel this immigration when a vast | 
army of Asiatics are vexing our waters with their | 
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swear, but demand all other privil: 


January 95 
v ’ 





itis contended that the fourteenth amendp 
puts all foreigners on an equality ; that it] went 
down the statutory restrictions upon Io 1, 
entry into court as a witness, by maki o. 
rights equal to the rights of other forejo,,.. 
If this position is true, John cany 


ghers, 
ot tT 


(rag 
&4, | 


naturalized, and vote. Sen, 


The honorable 


|| thinks there is no objections to their testify; 


in court. I think there are ten 
objections to giving them this privilege. a 
the chief objection is that they will not tej) 
truth and have no regard for a judicial o, th 
whatever. Under proper restrictions they 
might testify, but without corroboration the , 
evidence should be worth nothing, and 1 
white man should ever be convicted, fined. ,. 
adjudged to pay, upon Chinese testimony a},,, 
and unsupported. . 

But I am delaying the interview again, w),,, 
it is quite important to let it goon. Let jt gy. 

“Would they use the suffrage well, and would 
benefit them ? e 


_ They searcely desire it; but they know their oy, 
interests well, and would vote accordingly, No y),, 


thousa j 


alone 


| or party that opposes them would get their yo, 


Theideathatthey could be imported and voted y;),, 
thousand is absurd. They would vote as jnfeji;. 
gently as most foreigners, or asa large part of th. 
negroes, - 

* You, alone, Mr. Cour, of the four Pacific cor 
Senators, voted for the fifteenth amendment, J)j, 
you understand that it included the Chinese op th, 
same terms as other naturalized citizens ? : 

Yes; but I think few will naturalize. 

“Will the ballot secure them more justice {hay 
they now get? 

** Yes; it will do that for any class.” 

The honorable Senator voted for the fifteent) 
amendment believing it would give the Ching. 
man the right to vote on the same terms wit}, 
other foreigners, but thought few would na 
uralize. Still, he thinks the ballot would secur 
him more justice; that he knows what he | 
about; will vote for his friends, and is ‘ 
to snuff’’ generally. 

Another gentleman, Choy-Chew, a San Fran. 
cisco merchant, sent over here to create 4 
sensation, was interviewed in New York |a: 
summer. Mr. Chew, the distinguished for 
eigner, says, speaking of his own race: 

‘* They will, it is to be supposed, take part in pol 
itics, and it may yet come to pass that a gentleman 
with a Chinese name may fill the office of Presiden: 
of the Republic. In regard to the treatment of our 
people generally I must say it has not been of the 

est; but I exonerate the Americans from the charge 
of cruelty though not from that of legalized injustic: 
toward the poor laboring Chinese. ; 

“The Irishman would not treat the Chinaman 
as he doesif it were not for the mischievous poli- 
ticians that mislead him. Some of these dema- 
gogues appeal in the worst possible terms to the pas- 
sions of an Irish crowd, saying that Chinamen will 
run them out of the country; that if they get th 
rights of citizens there will be no rights left for th: 
Irishman; and thus the poor Chinaman, having 10 
voice either in the press or on the rostrum, is w- 
mercifully misjudged and treated like a very inferior 
kind of animal, : : 

‘Will this tide of emigration from China con- 
tinue to increase?” . ; ; 

_“I think so. California will absorb several mil- 
lion Chinese before ten years.”’ 

Choy Chew thinks we are yet to have 4 
Chinaman for President, and thinks California 
will absorb several million Chinese within ten 
years. I hope the people will it otherwise; 
therefore I must differ from Choy fully as much 
if not precisely the same as I do from the how 
vrable Senator. Still, if we continue as here: 
tofore and progress downward in our course 
of elevation we may yet have a President who 
is a ‘‘ perfect Chinaman.’’ Should not wonder. 

The fact is we of the Pacific have more tha 
enough of Chinese, and will have no more! 
we can help it. We would gladly get rid 0! 
those we have were it possible, but as it 1s 0! 
we propane to treat them with humanity. 

Were we permitted to cut the tide of imm' 
gration now entering atthe Golden Gate, ant 
turn back those who have not actually enteres, 
we could without much detriment to the State 
manage those we have among us. But the 
several millions mentioned by Choy Che" 
would make our country ten thousand times 
worse than a desolation. No white man woul 


or could live in the State. 
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oe jamigration for the Chinaman is not 
that is advocated by some of our most dis- 

e anighed statesmen. They claim for him the 
i come, to peacefully domicile, and ac- 
jire property in our midst. They have also 
r.eod many inducements to stimulate his 
“ Among these is their promise of a 
; education ; yes, by solemn treaty, the 


é 


+ ioral Government promises that if all China 


“ve to our shores the people of California | 


he taxed to educate them. 
“rie Federal Government and the Chinese 


-e make a trade by which China is to be | 


ed to control our school system for the 


». They say to our people if you have any | 
ic for the education of your own children | 


hall have the same for the education of 
Chinese hordes to come. 


Your public | 


shall be free to all Chinamen as to | 
selves, and your children shall sit on the | 
- benches with them, and you and they | 


| be equal in all things, except you shall 
j;eate them from your own pockets. 
Rut Jet me show the positions of some of our 
distinguished Senators with regard to 
Ci inese immigration and citizenship: 
nator WILLIAMS having up his anti-coolie, 


Chinese harlot bill, the following proceed- | 
as reported in the Globe of December | 


o3 isi 0, took place: 


“Mr. Wittiams. Mr. President, representa- 
us have been made that this bill was intended to 
hibit altogether the immigration of Chinese into 

ie United States. I wish to correct that impression 
referring to section six of the bill, which provides.” 

the Senator’s bill is good as far as it 

_and his intentions are good so far as he 

sin the right direction. But he stops with 

coolies and harlots, and advocates Chinese 


\ , 
NOW, 


Ti ) 
Imigravloh. 





r the country ? 
Senator HOWARD says: 


What can be worse for him and | 


it is not unlawful for an American to make a | 


ract with an Indian, even in Canada or else- 
out of the limits of the United States, for the 
rviceof persons employed in the United States. 
jhere is no law and never has been a law, so far as I 
¥,prohibiting such contracts. If they are fairly 

| honorably entered into they are as binding as 
ther contracts; and [ should like to know how 

s happened that the Chinese, with whom we 


just entered into a treaty of friendship and | 


mmeree, are to be excluded from the right which 
njoyed by the people of all other nations of the 
carth, and even by our own aborigines. The right of 
lividual immigration into the United States, I 
‘e, is preserved by the bill. That is all well 
ugh. Ihave no fault to find with that; but I do 
ct to a discrimination against the whole popula- 

1 of China, such as is embraced in this bill. 





with China, and unkind and unfair.’”’ 


[t will be seen this honorable Senator is not | 
only in favor of free immigration, but also of | 


the coolie trade. 
Mr. Pomeroy said: 


Mr. President, I am for the suppression of the 
slavetrade,and Lam for thesuppression of this trade 


fitisaslavetrade; but I am not for discriminating | 
against persons who propose to become American | 


itizens, whether they are white or black, whether 
they are from China or from Africa.” 


rhe distinguished Senator is in favor of the 
coolie trade unless it should happen to be the 
slave trade, which he seems to doubt, and fur- 
ther he is in favor of all China and all Africa 
becoming citizens of the United States if they 
desire to do so. 

Senator Srewart said : 


I should like further to suggest to the Committee 
on Commerce that while they have this matter under 
consideration they ought to examine the police reg- 
ations that California has made. She imposes a tax 
of five dollars a head on all immigrants from China, 
which I think is an unfair and discriminating tax 

gainst them. I think it a subject that Congress 
°ught to consider, and Congress should make such 
eee regulations as wiil be in harmony with our 
ag stipulations with Chima and prevent Califor- 
— ‘rom imposing any undue or unreasonable bur- 
‘ens upon these people, and at the same time she 
rould be properly protected from importation of 
“nese; not from immigration of Chinese, for I do 
hot apprehend there is any danger in that direction. 
simply meant to refer to the general subject, 
oer’ ify, that we ought to have police regulations 
ae ny nited States, and that it should be inquired 
ith whether California by her laws is interfering 
with our treaty stipulations.” 


nk it incompatible with the spirit of our treaty | 





AS 


I take it that in this the honorable Senator's 
bugle-horn has blasted in a call for a grand 


| charge in the reconstruction of California, 


What matricide for the honorable Senator to 


| blow his blasted horn against the mother whose 





| further than that. 


| utterance of words. 


special pet he was; who cherished him ‘‘as a 
darling flower,’’ and wept golden tears in her 
anxious care for his creature comforts long, 
long years ago, and until now. She weeps! 
It will be seen the honorable Senator is in 
favor of Chinese immigration, but he goes 
On the 4th of July last 
he made a speech at Oakland, California, in 


| which he decreed Chinese suffrage ; so I am 


informed. 

Inquire into the police regulations of Cali- 
fornia, indeed! See whether that State has 
not passed some law contravening some sup- 
posed treaty. Can the Congress of the United 
States control the police regulations of a State? 

Is the Congress going to assume judicial 
powers and examine and declare null and void 
State legislation? Have we come to that so 
soon that a Senator of the United States can 
propose to take all legislative power away from 
the States and all judicial power from the 
courts? This comes from a Senator of great 
power and influence, great intellect and culti- 
vation; one who rules in three States and more 
Territories, and sways public opinion by the 
Should we not feel alarm 
when he takes a false position? 

It is well known here that a large majority 
of both Houses of Congress are favorable to 
universal manhood suffrage; but it is hard to 
convince the sober, thoughtful citizen that a 


| majority of Congress could ever be induced to 
| poison our country with Chinese suffrage. 


But let us see if we really are in danger; 
and for this purpose I must use authority here- 
tofore made very familiar in California. 

When the fifteenth amendment was before 
the Senate Senator Corbett offered the follow- 
ing amendment to the resolution: 


But Chinamen not born in the United States, and 
Indians not taxed, shal[ not be deemed or made 
citizens.”’ 


In the discussion of the pending question 
Senator Yares said: 

“*T wish to inform the Senator that it seems to me 
on this very day, by a vote 5f twenty-four to nine- 
teen, we have declared that thereshall be no restrie- 
tion upon suffrage on account of race, color, intelli- 
gence, education, or property. So the Senator from 
Wisconsin is right in saying that the party is com- 
mitted to universal suffrage, pure and simple.’”’— 
Globe, vol. 72, p.1031-32. 


Senator Morrow said: 


‘* As the naturalization laws now stand Chinamen 
cannot be naturalized; but I believe the word white 
will be stricken from the naturalization laws. 
believe that it will be consistent and will be harmo- 
nious with the condition of things in this country 
after the adoption of this amendment for impartial 
suffrage that the word white shall be stricken from 
our naturalization laws.”’ 


Senator SuMNER said: 


‘**T content myself for the present with saying that 
the word white should be struck from the statute- 
book. That is necessary to bring our laws and insti- 
tutionsin harmony withthe Declaration of Independ- 
ence. 

‘**And now, as to the practical value of a bill strik- 
ing out the word white. Thediscussion thus far bas 
had in mind only the Chinese; but allow me to re- 
mind Senators who have pressed the Chinese so 
constantly upon our consideration that there is 
another race, the African race, which cannot be na- 
turalized in the United States. No African coming 
from Cuba, from San Domingo, from Hayti, under 
the existing naturalization laws can become a cit- 
izen. Is that right? Isitnota grievance?” (See 
Globe, vol. 72, p. 1034. 


Senator CAMERON said: 


‘*T am in favor of the position of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, because it invites into our country 
everybody; the negro, the Irishman, the German, 
the Frenchman, the Scotchman, the Englishman, 
and the Chinaman. I will welcome every man. We 
might just as well say that the Irishman who comes 
to Pennsylvania, and New York, and Indiana, and 
[llinois, and Lowa, and makes the canals and rail- 


(See Globe, 72, p. 1034.) 


| roads which have enriched these States, should be 


prevented from becoming citizens.”’ (Globe, 72, page 
1036.) 


Senator TRUMBULL said: 
“T hope the amendment will not be adopted. 


When we are striving to amend the Constitution of 
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the United States upon the great principle of secur- 
ing equal rights to all, it seems to me to be ve ry in 
consistent with that action to insert a clause that 
the people of the most populous portion of the globe 
are to be excluded from the provision. When we 
are declaring that the Hottentots and cannibals 
from Africa shall have the right to vote and to hold 
office, it seems to me paradoxical to insert a clause 
that citizens of the oldest empire of the earth, citi 
zens from that country which, in many respects, 
excels any other country on the face of the globe in 
the arts and sciences, among whose population are 
to be found the most learned and eminent scholars 
in the world, shall be excluded.” 
page 1086.) 

The Hottentots and cannibals from Africa 
and the Chinamen must all vote and hold office. 
A Chinese President, Hottentot Senate, canni 
bal House of Representatives, and a judiciary 
presided over by the pet lambs from San Do 
mingo would insure ee prosperity, 
and happiness at home and shed luster upon 
our name abroad, even far away at the court 
of Madrid. 

These gentlemen are oracles in the land, and 
their positions establish the fact that among the 
most influential Senators are found the friends 
of Chinese suffrage. The danger is absolutely 
threatening and should be met and warded off 
while it may. 

But more; on the 22d of March last the fol 
lowing proceedings were had in the House: 

“Mr. Jonnson. I ask unanimous consent of the 
House to offer the following resolution. 

* The Clerk read as follows: 

_'* Resolved, That in passing the resolution for the 
fifteenth amendment to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States this House never intended that Chinese 
or Mongolians should become voters. 

“Mr. Jomnson. I demand the previous question 
on the adoption of that resolution. 

“Mr. Ketsey. The resolution is not before the 
llouse. IL object to its introduction. 

“Mr. Jounson. I move to suspend the rules for 
the introduction of the resolution. . 

**Mr. Brncguam. I move to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

“The SpEAKER. That motion is not in order, as 
the resolution is not yet before the House. 

**Mr. Jounson. I demand the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the rules, 
"Mr. Maynarp. I ask the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia whether he contemplates this shall take the 
form of an amendment to the Constitution ? 

**Mr. Jonnson. No, sir. 

‘**Mr. Maynarp, Then [ suggest that the passage 
of this resolution by the House will have no effect. 
The amendment to the Constitution does include 
them or does not include them. 

“Mr. Jounson. As the gentleman from Tennes- 
see has been permitted to ask a question, I hope I 
shall be indulged while I answer it. - 

**Mr. Etpripas. I object to discussion.”’ 


On this resolution, declaring plainly and 
unmistakably that Chinamen shall not become 
voters, one hundred and six honorable mem- 
bers took the side of the Chinaman against 
their own countrymen, who had but forty-two 
honorable members to stand by and defend 
them. Sotheresolution was not received, and 
to-day, not only by this vote but in many other 


See Globe, 72 


ie 


| ways, two thirds of this House stands commit- 


ted to Chinese suffrage. It will be seen that 
gentlemen of great influence led off herein favor 
of the Chinaman as a voter, and that they were 
thrown into an agonizing flurry because of their 
fear that some unfriendly remark might be made 
about their dear friend, the noble John. It is 
not true, as these gentleman seem to think—lI 
feel justified in saying I am certain it is not 
true—that the Chinaman is their equal. No, 
no; the Chinaman is not fit to associate with 
them. If the action of the distinguished gen- 
tlemen signify anything whatever, it isthat their 
deliberate intention is fixed to establish Chinese 
suffrage if the fifteenth amendmentshould ever 
be declared adopted. 

Then, how can any lover of his country ask 
for free Chinese immigration, which is Chinese 
citizenship and Chinese suffrage? Do gentle- 
men know what Chinese suffrage means in Cai 
ifornia? It means.a condition of things hor- 
rible to contemplate. 

But, finally, the white man might be over- 
powered; the Federal Gevernment and the 
Chinese Empire might be too strong for the 
people. I pray God never to see the experi- 
ment of Chinese suffrage tried in this country. 
Still it appears possible and even probable that 
itmay be. The bare possibility of such a thing 
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is sufficient to make me oppose his free immi- 
gration and retard his coming as much as pos- 
sible, even if I could give no other reason for 
doing so. The fanciful doctrine of universal 
suffrage is entirely without merit, in my judg- 
ment, unless we have with it fraternity, virtue, 
and love; intelligence, education, and patriot- 
If it is not dangerous to give the pagan 
hordes of China—of all Asia if you please— 
the ballot in our country, why was it we un- 
dertook the education of the black man to fit 
him for a voter? If he was a good and qual- 
ified voter without, why waste the people’s 
money to educate him ? 


Sth. 


Is the Hottentot and cannibal and the China- | 


man qualified to sit in Congress and enact laws ; 
to siton the bench and dispense justice accord- 


ing to the forms of law; to wisely select from | 


among themselves persons proper for these 
offices? Certainly not; else why try to ad- 
vancethem? It will not do to say they are now 
qualified, but that education will give them 
additional qualifications; for if they are not 
qualified to vote understandingly, to vote 
right, they are not qualified at all. If it be 


true that our civilization is better than their | 


barbarism, then they are unfit for self-gov- 


ernment, at least we are safer to keep it from | 


them. The ideas these people have of gov- 
ernment, their hatred of our race and institu- 
tions, make them athousand times more dan- 
gerous as voters than would be so many wild 
beasts. ‘The wild beast would vote at random, 
likethe Hottentot and cannibal; but the China- 
man, if he could, would always vote against 
the interest of the white man. 

If the Hottentot, the cannibal from the jun- 
gles of Africa, the West India negro, the wild 


Indian, and the Chinaman are to become a | 


ruling element in this country, then call your 
ministers from abroad, bring your missionaries 
home, tear down your school-houses, convert 
your churches into dens and brothels, wherein 
our young may receive fatal lessons to end in 
rotting bones, decaying and putrid flesh, poi- 
soned blood, leprous bodies, and leprous souls. 
If well-rewarded labor does not stimulate 
labor ; if high wages does not stimulate useful 
inventions and promote prosperity and advance 
us in civilization, then bring in the China- 
man and hurry up with your reduction, for the 
reverse of these are true. If intelligence, edu- 
cation, religion, civilization, or any of these, 
add to the qualification of a voter, then bring 
in the Chinaman. 

Now mark me as I conclude, you will never 
enfranchise the Chinaman, no matter how many 
laws to that effect you pass; neither will you 
degrade California om the Pacific coast by 
passing a Chinese civil rights bill, authorizing 
the maintenance of a fleet of ships and army ot 
men to set the Chinaman above or on a level 
with our people. 

I threaten nothing, but 1 know California ; 
and I know the Army and Navy is too small 
io protect the Chinese as voters in that State. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


Mr. MOORE, of Illinois. I had desired to 
address some remarks to the House on the 
subject of our foreign relations. I shall not 
trouble the House now, but ask leave to have 
these remarks printed in the Globe. 

Leave was accordingly granted. 

| The speech will be found in the Appendix. ] 


KIGHT OF REPRESENTATION, 


Mr. HEATON. Mr. Speaker, at this ex- 
traordinary period in the progress of our civil 
and political history the subject of a readjust- 
ment of popular representation in Congress is 
one that concerns every locality and deeply 
interests every citizen of the Republic. For 


(he ninth time since the Government was put 
in practical operation we are about to inaugu- 
rate the interesting and highly important pro- 
cess of ascertaining as correctly as possible | 
the actual number of inhabitants within the 
States and Territories of the United States. 
If on similar occasions heretofore the public 


mind has been awakened on account of the 
probable results connected with the taking of 
a new census, how much more, in the opinion 


of every reflecting person, must that interest | 


be enhanced when we take into consideration 


the wonderful events transpiring in ourcountry | 
The change in the | 


within the last ten years. 


| physical condition of the country has been so 














rapid and extensive as to arrest the attention 
of the civilized world. The locomotive, or in 
opular parlance the ‘‘iron horse,’’ no longer 
fralts in its fiery course upon the eastern bank 
of the Mississippi, but starting on the eastern 
shore of the Atlantic isin full view of the Pacific 
by the time a week has intervened. 

Distance has been practically annihilated by 
the amazing power of steam and machinery, 
and to-day, with inconsiderable exceptions, we 
are practically in full possession and occupancy 
of every locality and section of our wide-spread 
country. Great rivers, dense forests, almost 
interminable plains and formidable mountain 
ranges no longer hold in check the progress of 
internal commerce or retard the steady and 
ever-onward movements of civilization and pop- 
ulation. The Government, through its vast 
power and magic touch, has eradicated old sys- 
tems and given a new complexion to political 
affairs. Free labor erects its stately and ma- 
jestic form, and to the furthest extremity of 
the Republic no human being can be called a 
slave. Nearly four millions of the humanrace, 
through the results attending the most form- 
idable conflict of ancient or modern times, have 
been elevated from a position of absolute 
servitude to the elevated place of American 
citizenship. 

This vast throng of the children of a common 
parent is no longer to be subject to the anom- 
alous but arbitrary rule of having only a portion 
of their number counted as “‘ three fifths of all 
other persons ;’’ but all, under the redeeming 
spiritof emancipation, are destined to be enum- 
erated as freeman. Should any State have it 
in her power to commit the strange and sad 
mistake of dwarfing her representation in Con- 
gress, by denying to any portion of this enfran- 
chised race their proper place in the basis of 
representation, coming events indicate with 
the unerring certainty of fate that an article 
will be ingrafted in the organic law of the 
Union extinguishing the last vestige of all such 
anti-republican distinctions. The gratifying 
as well as the really grand spectacle is there- 
fore about to be presented of lending a far 
greater interest to the ninth census than any 
preceding it, from the fact that the whole peo- 
ple of the Unite& States are about to be enum- 
erated for the first time without regard to race, 
color, or any ‘‘ previous condition of slavery.”’ 
In this matter of enumeration and rearrange- 
ment of representation it will really be the 
first time republicanism has been true to itself 
by asserting its legitimate sway and rightful 
destiny. 

Kighty years seems like a long period in a 
republic to give practical illustration to the 
doctrine of apportioning representation among 
the several States ‘‘ according to their respect- 
ive numbers.’’ When the illustrious men of 
1787, however, framed the Constitution they 
acted in accordance with the clearest lights 
before them, and gave us the best and most 
liberal system of government it seemed morally 
err for them to conceive under the pecu- 
iar circumstances by which they were sur- 
rounded. Had not a pure and elevated spirit 
of patriotism pervaded the Convention, that 
‘*awful spectacle’’ to which Hamilton alludes 
in the Federalist would have been presented 
of ‘‘a nation without a national Government.’’ 

Whatever may have been, however, the true 
construction of the Constitution at the close 
of the eighth decade on the subject of repre- 
sentation in the popular branch of the national 
Legislature, a radical change in the funda- 
mental law now provides a rule so plain and 
specific on the subject as seemingly to be exempt 
from all misconception. The events of the late 
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civil war, which shook the country from een:... 
| to circumference, not only changed Shee eee 
ing of the Constitution, but totally altered 1), 
politieal status of millions of people. ‘To 1 
Constitution as it now is and as it now “ty 
and as we have sworn to support it eta 
repair, not only for a clear and distinet rule CM 
to the distribution of representation among ti, 
several States, but as to our paramount dut = 
this particular juncture in public affairs eg 

If the present Congress did fai] during Ste 
limited session last spring to provide by , 
proper enactment for the redistribution of on, 
resentation so as to apply to the Forty-Seeo j 
Congress, so much the more imperative seed 
weighty is the duty resting upon us now +, 
satisfy the reasonable expectations of the yon. 
ple and meet the ends of justice. The ple 
that there will not be sufficient time in whi) 
to properly elect a new Congress upon ths 
plan of a new and just basis of represents. 
tion is surely stripped of all force when th» 
length of time is considered as interye 
before the new Congress will assemble 
the period when the new basis is or oby 
can be declared. 

It should be kept in mind that according }, 
the bill which has already passed the Honea 
and which in some proper form in all proba, 
bility will pass the Senate, the ninth census js tp 
be completed by the Ist day of July next, s, 
complete, so full and thorough do the arrange. 
ments appear to be made in the new bill, egy». 
cially for ascertaining the numerical street) 
of the States, that the Secretary of the Interiv;. 
as the executive oflicer of the law in this caso. 
can ascertain in thirty days after the comp), 
tion of the census all the facts necessary 
which to make a new, correct, and equitall: 
apportionment of Representatives among t}: 
several States of the Union. What suflicie,: 
reason can be offered why any more time than 
this should be consumed, when the data an 
the facts material in the premises are all befor 
the proper ministerial officer? 

Is it not very reasonable to conclude that 
were it known by superintendents and enum 
ators that an event so important as a redistr- 
bution of Representatives among the people wa 
intended to soon follow the consummation o! 
their work a powerful incentive would not on'y 
be given to complete the duty thoroughly ani 
correctly, but to have it all ended and ready a: 
the time required? When I speak of thirty days 
as sufficient time in which to determine the 
matter of representative apportionment, | meau 
to includé within this period the certifying of 
results by the Secretary of the Interior to the 
President, and the issuing by the President of 
the necessary proclamation to the different 
States. 

If I am correct in concluding that all these 
necessary preliminary steps can be taken by 
the 1st day of August next—and of this I think 
there need not be a doubt—the long interim 
of seven months will exist in which the different 
States can prepare for electing and actually 
elect new members for the Forty-Second Con: 
gress, commencing on the 4th of March, 1571. 

In connection with this part of the subject 
it might be well to keep in view the very 1 
portant bill introduced by the honorable gen 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, 
entitled ‘‘A bill to fix the time for the elec 
tion of Representatives and Delegates in tle 
Congress of the United States.’’ This bill's 
of vast merit, and must, on examination, mect 
with increasing favor, from the fact that ' 
proposes a particular day for the election 0! 
members throughout the States and Delegates 
in the Territories. It also proposes that tle 
next election for such members and Delegates 
shall take place on the Tuesday next after the 
first Monday in November in the year 15\') 
The establishment of a uniform rule of this 
kind would effectually shut the door agains! 
those frauds that often disgrace our popular 
elections, while its inauguration at the date 
proposed would be a fresh incentive to a redis- 
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of Representatives to come in at the 
wvening of the Forty-second Congress. 
W ith great respect for gentlemen who arrive 
. she conclusion thatan apportionment of Rep- 
contatives cannot be secured within the time 
odicated without meeting with stupendous and 
etraordinary obstacles, I differ with them en- 
* When their objections are examined | 
chink they will be found, to a great extent, un 
‘and and visionary. In cases where it would 
soem injudicious and unwise for the present 
attempt any new formation ol congressional 
«wots the election of additional members of 
Congress could be provided for by general 
ket. And is it not also certain thatthe Legis- 
iatures of various States that are now in session, 
ail that will continue in session for several 
weeks, might obviate many difliculties and save 
much expense by passing such laws as would 
,uthorize the Governors of such States, in the 
nroper contingencies, to proclaim that one or 
additional Representatives would be 


ribution 


rely. 


more 


ected on general ticket at the next regular | 


lection for members of the national House of 
Representatives. In States where it appeared 
ar there would bé no change in the number 
Representatives, there would be no neces- 
ity of any new action whatever. 
And now, while at this point of undiminished 
presentation, | would ask whether it is not 
o fact that a majority of those who start out 
with such determined opposition to a redis- 
‘bution preparatory to the election of the 
xt Congress first conceived their hostility in 
e fear that their States would suffer a loss in 
.e number of Representatives? ‘To intimate 
ven the idea that any of them are controlled 
y dim visions of ‘* departed greatness,’’ or 
‘the places that know them now will 
now them no more forever,’’ would be unkind 
nd ungenerous. I will not, therefore, make 
y such allegation against them. I would, 
nm the other hand, try to moderate their 
jections by meeting them upon a basis which 
ieyat least cannot oppose with any degree of 
msistency, and that is, while in justice there 
ist be a material increase in the representa- 
m of several of the States there should be 
) decrease in the representation of any State. 
{tis true there could be no reasonable ground 
f complaint on the part of a number of the 
States even though they did lose upon a new 
pportionment. ‘The fact that their population 
ad decreased while that of other States had 
irgely increased could but be set down as a 
litical misfortune to them while resulting in 
e good fortune and advancement of the latter. 
various States have heretofore been under the 
necessity of having their representation dimin- 
hed, and were this thing repeated it would 
ly afford another proof that representation 
as intended to be distributed according to 
‘respective numbers.”’ 
| am well aware this position against a de- 
crease, if possible, in the representation of any 
State involves a decided increase in the number 
)! members at present constituting the national 
“ouse of Representatives, but | am very san- 
tuine that anything like a full examination of 
he subject will produce the conviction that 
“the end fully justifies the means.’ 
in the first place, in a republican Govern- 
ent like our own, the right of representation 
the chief corner-stone of the entire system. 
‘Oo fact was more fully recognized than this 
‘hen the fabric of our political system was 
veiug framed by the convention of 1787. This 
<ht is just as sacred and inviolable at this 
uur as when uur ancestors proclaimed it at 
liladelphia to be ‘‘a right inestimable to 
‘em and formidable to tyrants only.’’ A 
larked difference between the Constitution as 


existed before the late rebellion and as it 


ists now is that antecedent to that event a 
ty large number were excluded in the gen- 

| count for the basis of representation that 

w intended by the true meaning and pur- 

ve of the Constitution, as it has been amended, 
to be incinded. On this rock of the Constitu- 


tion, then, the friends of popular and rightful 
representation plant themselves. The people 
| of the United States in their sovereign capacity 
have solemnly decreed by writing it in their 


organic law that— 


+ 


several States according to their respective numbers, 
counting the whole number of persons in each State 
iuding Indians not taxed.”’ 





cx 


When any State, however, shall assume the 
grave responsibility of refusing to any of her 
inhabitants twenty-one years of age, and who 
are citizens of the United States, the right to 
vote except for certain offenses named in the 
fourteenth amendment, then, and then alone, 
must this ‘* inestimabie right of representation ”’ 
be abridged. ‘This severe penalty is meant 
to be inflicted upon all States that deprive any 
portion of their inhabitants, as specified, of 
one of the most cherished privileges of an Amer- 
ican citizen. 

This new amendment to the Constitution, it 
should be kept in mind, was formally pro- 
claimed as duly ratified as long ago as the 20th 
ofJuly, 1868, and from that day to the present 
has stood just as much a part of the original 
instrument as any one, and all of the articles 
that went into practical operation on the 30th 
of April, 1789. Congress and the country have 
had notice of this amendment for near a year 
and a half, and, in view of the taking of a new 
census, it becomes an imperative and positive 
duty to apply it and carry it out in good faith. 
It was not intended to be rendered practically 
obsolete by lying dormant or held in abeyance 
until after the selection of the Forty-Second 
Congress. And then, too, 
new significance to this matter when that por- 
tion of the Constitution so often quoted is re- 
examined, declaring that ‘* the United 
shall guaranty to every State in the Union a 
republican form of government.’’ Low cana 
truly republican government, under the new 
and correct interpretation of the instrument, be 
guarantied to a State until that State is given 
her full and just representation in the national 
Legislature? If ever the term guarantee 
could be regarded as pertinent and applicable 
in any particular case above another, it appears 
to me itis to he found in this overshadowing 
duty of securing governments to States founded 
on a republican basis. 

And now, with regard tothe justice and sound 
policy of a very material increase in the num- 
ber of Representatives there cannot certainly 
exist a doubt. The benefits and blessings of 
the General Government were not intended by 
any invidious or unfair distinctions to be lav- 
ished more upon any particular section than 
upon another. 
should have equal opportunities and advan- 
tage according to the extent of their numbers 
in the common benefits arising from the para- 
mount authority. ‘lhe want of political influ- 
ence and power is felt more and more in every 
locality as our country advances in physical 
development and increases in population. 

The great increase in numbers since the 
taking of the last census and the making of the 
last apportionment has given new strength to 
the policy of enlarging representation in the 
popular branch of Congress. ‘The conviction 
now appears to be very general with men of 
experience and observation that the next census 
will demonstrate our entire population to be at 
least forty millions. 

According to the census of 1860, calculating 
all free personsand ‘three fifths of allothers,”’ 
the population of the United States amounted 
to 29,553,107. The House of Representatives 
is at present composed of two hundred and 
forty-one members, which would make the 
Representative ratio 122,627. 
greater than any other ever established in the 
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history of the Government, while it 1 ident 
the duties devolving upon a lke; ative 
nave largely increased in every respect. 1 Iny 
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ntatives shall be apportioned among the | 


~~ 


1o7 


for attention to various matters not directly 
connected with legislation. , 

[t is a problem of no small import to be 
solved by statesmanship whether the present 
ratio can be enlarged without proving in many 
respects detrimental to the geaeral interests o! 
the country. In other words, is not 122,627 
inhabitants about as many as one Representa 
tive can faithfully represent under the present 


| system of representation and the condition 


This ratio is far | 


' 


of public affairs now existing and likely to 
exist for several years to come? But it must 


| be admitted that this ratio, upon the hypothesis 


our population will reach forty millions at the 
taking of the coming census, would bring into 
the House a larger increase of representation 
than public sentiment would at once be pre- 
pared for. While a large increase of Repre- 
sentatives is therefore plainly and most urgently 
required, the placing of the number at three 
hundred during the continuance of the ninth 
decade would satisfy, with some show of jus- 
tice, the growing demands of various sections 
of the country. 

It is true the ratio would be increased over the 
presentlarge number, as the allowance of three 
hundred Representatives on a population of 
{0,000,000 would make the ratio 133,333. This 
is a largerratio than should exist forsome years 
at least; but the material increase in repre 
sentation from two hundred and forty-one to 
three hundred would, to a large extent, miti 
gate the evils and embarrassments connected 
therewith. In view of the steady increase of 
Senators incident to the admission of new 
States, and the rapid manner in which popu 
lation is being spread over the whole country, 
it seems strange that the policy of an increase 
in representation tothe extent proposed should 
meet with any determined or serious opposition. 

In a true Republic, where the sovereign 
power of the people is wielded by their rep 
resentatives, it is supposed the representa- 
tion will be extensive. In empires and mon- 
archies it is generally inferred the representa- 
tion will be limited as to numbers. 
come 


When we 
to contrast and examine, however, we 
find the strange fact that several of the lead- 
ing empires and monarchies of Kurope have 
a far larger representation in the two branches 
of the legislative department of their Govern 

ments than we have in ours, and that the ratio 
of representation is, in almost every instance, 
comparatively less than ours. In some cases 
the disparity as to ratio is strikingly against 
us; especially is this the fact with regard to 
England. The following table will exhibit the 
strength of the two legislative branches of 


eleven European Governments, of four of the 


South American Governments, and of the Gov 


ernment of the United States: 


Table showing the number 


of membera in each branch 












of the legislative departments of various Governments 
and the ratio of representation, 
N tions. Heese sore Ratio. 
a carapace Dates 122 43 98 000 
NR uss ddcadeeteuctvanciienacit 5 Ll 12.000 
SOG URE sinnnciatines 60 122 62,000 
Denmark AY ua) 14,000 
France......c.000- ena 169 76 1*),000 
England......... 162 65% 15,000 
Netherlands .............00+0. ju 72 1 00 
Germanic Confederation... 3 280) 100,000 
Portugal..... Ee 14 000 
Prussia.........0.... ¢aitisets “ae 452 52,000 
Spain...... a) i ha 
Sweden ..... 119 ISS 22,000 
Argentine Republic...... 28 St 27. 00 
OR. cecccescccrecsccesececsseeses ) a 20,000 
ca, dnscantin sheuoanrydtentings qotties ) wo 53, OOO 
United States........ tl ad 74 241 22,627 


It will be observed that the lower branch of 
the legislative department of France is com 
posed of three hundred and seventy-six mem 
bers, while the representative ratio only stands 
at 100,000. The same branch in England is 
composed of the large number of six hundred 
and fifty-eight, while the representative ratio 


auds at the limited number of 4,000. — in 
Prussia the aame branch is compo ed of four 
hundred and thirty-two members, while the 
ratio of representation numbers only 02,009, 
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In Spain the lower branch contains three hun- 
dred and fifty members, while the ratio of 
representation is only 35,000. 

rhese, as well as other examples contained 
in the table, go to demonstrate that when sev- 
eral of the older empires, monarchies, and 
kingdoms of Iurope find it safe and expedient 
to have a large representation, and in some 
instances a remarkably small ratio, that a great 
Ktepublie like ours can and ought at least to in- 
crease her representation in the popular branch 
to a very considerable extent. 

If there is any one problem that has been 
clearly solved in this country it is that our 
people are eminently capable of self-govern- 
ment. All the gloomy speculations and fore- 
hodings on this subject of doubting theorists 
and real enemies of republicanism have been 
effectually exploded. No monarchy on earth 
could ever bave survived such a formidable 
shock as that of the late great rebellion. The 
complete and splendid triumph of the Govern- 
mentin that conflict furnished abundant proof 


that republicanism, founded upon the consent | 
and will of the people, is intrinsically stronger | 


than monarchy or despotism. Where the peo- 
ple thus absolutely govern and rule the rep- 
resentative should be brought in close and 
familiar contact with the constituent. Justin 
proportion as we limit representation we de- 
part from the true theory of a Republican sys- 
tem. One of the soundest and truest maxims 
lnid down in the Declaration of Independence 
was that ** Governments derive their just pow- 
ers from the consent of the governed.”’ 

‘The time is now at hand for a more full and 


than at any former period in our history. In 
its exemplification by an early and very mate- 
rial enlargement of representation I believe is 
involved to a vast extent the future progress, 
real prosperity of the country. All arguments 
and objections to the effect that this necessary 
and positively just increase in representation 
will add to the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment | regard as narrow and fallacious. The 
right of representation is too dear and too 
sacred in the estimation of a great and free 
people to be put in one scale and dollars and 
cents in another. While it is true the most 
rigid economy should be enforced in the admin- 
istration of our governmental affairs, the great 


mass of the people are much more likely to | 
| approved lexicons give to the word peculiar 


heartily approve than condemn when ample 
means are provided for them to participate in 
the benefits of government. 


| am not absolutely certain the State I | 


have the honor in part to represent would gain 
more than one in the number of Representa- 
tives under a new apportionment. I confi- 


dently believe, however, she would gain two, | 


and probably three; but whether correct or 
not in this belief, Il regard it as a duty to insist 
upon anew apportionment. The South alto- 
gether would gain eighteen or twenty mem- 
bers when the great work of reconstruction 
was completed. That North Carolina would 
be greatly benefited in this enlargement of 


political power aud privileges there can be no | 


doubt. That this additional political strength 
is greatly needed now on this floor in determ- 
ining questions of vast financial interest to 
every southern State as well as the entire 
country must be frankly acknowledged. 

On the important subject of a redistribution 
of the national currency the South and West 


are interested alike. ‘To procure what is proper | 
in this regard votes are necessary in this Hall; | 
I do not mean for the purpose of forcing or | 


compelling the adoption of measures, but to 
obtain in the natural and ordinary course of 
legislation such pecuniary benefits as fairness 


and justice seem to demand. The very limited | 
share of currency as at present apportioned 


among the nine cotton States of the South is 
a matter that cannot fail to arrest the atten- 
tion of every unprejudiced observer. The fol- 


lowing table in relation to national banks and | 


currency is compiled from competent and 


| ten years. 
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reliable authority, dated September 30, 1869. 


‘The figures do not vary much from those of the || 


1868: 


Whole number of na- 


same date in 1867 


tional banks in the ae ia eaten . 
United States and Capital stock. Circulation. 
‘Territories........... 1,617 $426,399,151  $292,593,645 
Thecotton States... 39 7,612,350 4,731,042 
Remainder of the _ : 
COREE vnccccesetsresne 1,578 418,786,801 288,862,603 


Circulation, 


Population of the whole country esti- 
¥ 





II sisted pinibdaslinitiueaatioct 38,422,995 $7 64.1 
Population in cotton States.... 7,793,246 0 60.7 
Population remainder of the 

BOWE ooo vecisssne craseea ten cossnee KOO 9 43.8 


The cotton States are North Carolina, South 
C . ‘ : a at : 
arolina,Georgia, Alabama, l'ennessee, Arkan- 


sas, Mississippi, Lonisiana, ‘l'exas, nine States ; 


l‘lorida, which has no national bank, but a popu- 
lation of 126,100; which is added to that of the 
nine States. ‘The city of Providence, Rhode 
Island, has twenty-five national banks, with a 
capital of $15,646,800, and a circulation of 
$8,872,035, being more than double the capital 
and nearly double the circulation of the cotton 
States. 


The amount of $9 43.8 being distributed to 


_ each person outside of the nine cotton States 
| as compared with sixty cents and seven mills 


to each person within those States is surely not 


calculated to produce satisfaction for any great | 
length of time, especially if reconstruction is | 


to be regarded as a sober reality. 

I utterly deny, however, speaking in any nar- 
row or sectional sense upon this subject. ‘The 
time for the exhibition of any such feeling has 
passed ; gone forever as I hope and believe. 


complete practical application of this doctrine || Asto the power of Congress under the Constitu- 


tion to provide for the apportionment of Rep- 
resentatives so as to apply to the l’orty-Second 
Congress, | do not entertain a doubt. I am 
aware that arguments have been made tending 
to dispute the rightful exercise of any such 
power only at the end of each decade, every 
The Constitution declares : 


“The actual enumeration shall be made within 
three years after the first meeting of the Congress of 
the United States, and within every subsequent term 
= See years, in such manner as they shall by law 
direct.”’ 


That potent and comprehensive word ‘* with- 
in’’ as used in the original text of the Constitu- 
tion certainly meets with irresistible force all 
speculations and doubts as to the complete au- 
thority of Congress over the subject. The most 


force and significance. It was evidently meant 


_by the framers of the Constitution that Con- 


gress should not go beyond ten years in mak- 
ing provision for this important event, but that 


| the same should be performed within that 


period. It appears, then, that the taking of a 
census and the following of the same bya 
reapportionment of Representatives was all 
intended to be within the term of ten years. 

This position is entirely consistent with the 
true basis and theory of our institutions. The 
opposite practice or theory comes in positive 
antagonism with the representative principle. 
So important is it that every State should have 
the number of Representatives she is entitled 
to by virtue of her numerical strength that 
Congress has been clothed with a wise dis- 
cretionary power to make a redistribution at 
such time within ten years as may seem to be 
demanded by the exigencies of the case. 

That Congress has repeatedly exercised a 


| broad discretion in this matter there can be 


no dispute. The general apportionment of 
March 7, 1822, gave to Alabama two Repre- 
sentatives only, and yet a special act was 
passed January 14, 1823, giving her an addi- 
tional member upon more satisfactory inform- 
ation as to the number of her inhabitants. 

The act of June 15, 1836, for the admis- 
sion of Michigan provided that when the 


i of that State complied with certain 


fundamental conditions the President was to 
announce the same by proclamation,and there- 
upon, without furtheraction of Congress, ‘‘ the 
Senators and Representatives who had been 


per capita, | 





January 95 
“ ’ 


'| elected by the said State’’ should be entit! 
to take their seats without further dol. 

| nothing whatever appearing in the statutes’ ; 

| indicate the number of Representatives” 

The act of September 9, 1850, admits c. 
fornia to the Union with two Represent: > 
| until the next apportionment. Before th: 
_ time the seventh census was taken, pursya; = 
_ the act of May 23, 1850, and Ca ifornia q 
| clared by virtue of her ascertained numbers 
|| be still entitled to two, and only two Rp m 
| sentatives; and yet Congress thought shane 
|, two years subsequent, by act of June 9. bso" 

for reasons appearing in the body of the ac. 
to accord to her one additional Represent 
in the Thirty-Seventh Congress. 

_ And, as if to crown this discretionary autho). 
ity with some act more significant if Possible 
than all others, Congress did on the 4th day 
of March, 1856, almost at the middle of a regu. 
|| lar decade, increase the number of Represeny. 
atives from two hundred and thirty-three , 
| two hundred and forty-one, giving to Penngy). 

vania, Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois, Lowa, Minne. 
|; Sota, Vermont, and Khode Island each ono 
|| additional Representativé, to which they were 
| uot entitled by the general law of May 3, 1850, 

‘To this repeated exercise of discretionary 
power on the part of Congress we can point 
| as an unanswerable argument against all specu. 
lations as to a want of authority to move in the 
|| redistribution of Representatives only at the 
the close of a regular decade of ten years, _ 

It is useless to attempt to conceal, even jf 
so disposed, that a reapportionment of Repro. 
sentatives on the basis proposed will ultimately 
confer upon the South great political benefits. 
The reconstructed States will share in these 
blessings and benefits as soon as the plan js 
fairly consummated. And I now submit the 
question, whether all the additional represent. 
| ation these States will be found entitled to, 
whose relations with the General Governmen: 
have been fully established according to the 
terms of the reconstruction acts of Congress, 
should not be conferred at the earliest practi: 
cable moment? 

If doubts and prejudices still linger with hon- 
orable members on account of the late war, 
tending to put off and jeopardize the success 
of any and all plans for a reapportionment of 
Representatives | trust such feelings may soon 
be eradicated. The defeat of a fair and liberal 
plan for giving to each State its proper share 
of representation I should regard under all 
the circumstances a3 a public calamity. Un- 
fortunately for the permanent peace and repose 
of the country some event will now and then 
occur in one or more of the reconstructed States 
which being often distorted has the effect for 
the time being to awaken distrust and arouse 
into new life those prejudices we had fondly 
hoped were entombed forever. After a careful 
| survey, however, of the situation generally in 
the South I am convinced that these disturbing 
events are exceptions to the general rule. |u 
the face of all speculations and forebodings ot 
a doubtful and gloomy character a brighter 
and better day is certain to dawn throughout 
the South. ‘The change within the past few 
years in many vital respects has been amacing 
and wonderful. Let considerate and reflect: 
ing men in all sections mark well the progress 
of events. 

Think of the astounding fact that a pec 
liar institution—slavery—which had become 
so deeply imbedded as to flourish and expand 
for several long generations, has been ‘” 
thoroughly and effectually expunged that were 
even an attempt made in any habitable loc! 
ity of the South to sell at public auction ti 
poorest and humblest of the colored race " 
would awaken a sensation so deep as almos! 
to result in civil convulsion. 7 

There need exist no more apprehensions 0! 
another rebellion in the South. Ages will pass 
away before anything of the kind will again be 
attempted. In fact no serious thought of 4 
' repetition of rebellion will ever again be enter 
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iso long as our present form of govern- 

ont tinues to exist. The South has had 

i of bloody and implacable civil war, 

| am sure there is not even a lingering 

. for the reénactment of its tragical scenes 
North. 

th fact the widespread aversion existing in 

-North to another war of a civil character 

.. in spite of all conjectures to the con- 

vy, be regarded as indicative of the same 

ne generally prevailing in the South. 

Tore abd there may be found a small number 

~ho would again willingly kindle the lurid lights 

e domestic "strife, but I believe I can assert 

with entire truth that no one who has any real 

; = for his own reputation and the peace 

, oll security of society would for a moment 

adyocate a return of the conflict which has 

passed. 
Reconstruction has to a vast extent become 
apr actical reality. Large additions are con- 


tantly being made to the number who fully | 
The final | 


nd honestly accept the situation. 
tification of the fifteenth amendment is ex- 
pected by a vast majorityin the South. Thou- 
cands who are and have been opposed on prin- 


ciple to the adoption of this amendment at | 


ast agree that if the colored man is per- 





mitted to vote in the reconstructed States there | 


t 
eems to be no consistency in withholding 
from him this great boon in the North. 

To judge more clearly of what has been ac- 
complished and what is likely to be effected in 
1e way of substantial reconstruction one has 
but to examine and study the constitutions of 
the several reconstructed States. 


THE CONG 


notwithstanding the feeling of distrust that 
sometimes prevails among our friends in the 
ered ot ae 

North great changes have been made in almost 


every matter conuected with progress and good 
government. Pre} that te 
of true-advancement and de 
doubtedly melting away. Under the wise policy 
that has been inaugurated by the present dis- 
tinguished Chief Magistrate, of administering 
the Gove rnment upon the magnanimous idea of 

‘ms ul ice toward none and charity for all,’’ the 
bos ds of our national Union are steadily but 
with unerring certainty growing in strength and 
_—s Ts The South, thi pus oly scours ged : ant ide sO- 
I uted to a great exient by the direful ravages of 
civil war, is destined to rise from her ashes like 
the fabled phenix and yet present the most 
solid and attractive allurements ever held out 
to inquisitive or civilized man. Thousands are 


ori hh! 
rribie enemy 
velopment, is un- 


| finding there is something more substantial than 


They will be || 


found in many essential particulars to be more | 


on republican in form and theory than many 
of the constitutions of the northern States. 
They have advanced in all the guarantees of 
civil rights and personal liberty with the 
changes made in our national Constitution ; in 
some respects even further. One cannot but 
beimpressed that the period is not distant when 
several of the northern States, in order to keep 
pace with the advancing and irresistible tide of 
1 he valthy progress, will be under the necessity 
f making material changes in their organic 
systems. 
While I have no intention of drawing dis- 
wreeable distinctions, I desire to point to some 
the imports ant provisions contained in the 
bill of rights of the constitution of North Caro- 
lina. They stand out in bold relief as an em- 
phatic expression of the will of the people on 
subjects not only interesting to the State but 


of vital concern to the waole country. These 
provisions are as follows: 
“SECTION 1. That we hold it to be self-evident that 


lmen are created equal; that they are 
their Creator with certain unalier 
mong these are life, liberty, 
iruils ¢ if their own hi ! bor, 
4, That this State shail ever remain a mem- 
ber of the American Union; that the people thereof 
» part of the American nation; that there is no 
it on the part of this State to secede, and that all 
attempts from whatever source or upon whatever 
pretext to dissolve said Union or to sever said na- 
tion ought to be resisted with the whole power of 
State, 
“Sree. 5. That every citizen of this State owes par- 
mount allegiance to the Constitution and Govern- 
ut of the United States, and that no law {Or or li- 
nee of the State in contraven tion or sul vers ion 
hereof can have any binding fore 
“Sec. 16. There shall be no im] risen tennt for debt 
d this State, except in cases of fraud.” * * ‘ 
wa. 27. The people have a right to the privilege 
of ‘education, and it is the duty of the State to guard 
and inaintain that right,’ 


endowed by 
1uble rights; that 
the enjoyn ient of the 
and the pur: suit of hi DP i- 


rial 


4 On the great question of the rights of man 
the language of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence is used. On the subject of paramount 
al legiance to the Constitution and Government 


simply a fanciful or poetical sentiment to be 
attached to the popular phrase ‘‘ the Sunny 
South.’’ Astimeadvances, the country becomes 
composed, and the blessings of peace extend 
their benignant and gentle sway, immigration 
is sure to tend in the direction of the orange 
and the palmetto. 

The scroll so gracefully extended over the 
large allegorical painting near the west end of 
this Hall may yet require the substitution of a 
more appropriate motto than it now bears. 
The West must look well to her laurels or this 
motto may yet be changed soasto read ‘‘ South- 
ward the course of empire takes its way.” 
‘ he great south 1ern staple of cotton is yet des 

le d to p! ay anew and more important part 
th an ever in the commercial affairs of our coun- 
try. The operations connected with this prod- 
uct being now based upon the granite and 


| enduring rock of free labor instead of having 


per ir origin in the toil of the bondman, are cal- 
ulate . to reinvest the valuable article with the 
ol old t >, but written in more enduring forms, 
that “CG otton is king.”’ 

z things, in connection with the tre- 
mendous advantages of climate, now give to 
the South attractions never heretofore enjoyed, 
and, in fact, scarcely ever conceived of in our 
history. ‘The causes that have heretofore un- 
fortunately repelled hundreds of thousands of 
enterprising people from settling in the South 
are now oblite ved for all time. Along with 
an energetic and profitable tide of immigration 
is destined to go an immense amount of capi- 
tal, for the very solid and natural reason that 
it will find in the South a most ample field for 
profitable investment. All who now reside in 
that portion of the country, whether property 


hese 


| owners or laborers under the necessity of earn- 


| tion and 


. the United States and in positive reprobation | 


f the great evil of secession the language is as 
distinct and emphatic as could be required by 
any earnest patriot. Imprisonment for debt, 
being held as a “relic of barbarism,”’ 
nounced, while education is regarded as one 
of the sacred rights of the people. 

I call attention to these points to show that 


is de- | 


|| 
| 


ing a livelihood by honorable but daily toil, 
will rejoice in this inevitable flow of immigra- 
rapital because of the benefits that 
directly and incidentally must accrue. Fair 
and regular wages now find and will continue 
to find in the strong arm and willing heart of 
the colored man a motive power that will yet 
make the silent and waste places ‘‘ bloom and 
blossom as the rose.’’ 

Were I to indulge in anything like a ae 
description of what my observation and jud 
ment convinces me is yet to be the destiny of 
a very large portion of the South [ should have 
to employ. imagination and panegyric to an ex- 
tent that might seem very obje ctionable with 
the skeptical and the incredulous. With all 
the glowing terms that may yet be employed by 
the poet and the historian they will never reach 
a correct description of the splendid results 
morally certain to transpire. 

Our national Constitution, founded on prin- 
ciples as broad as the earth and as enduring as 
time, will yet find millions of as true devotees 
in the South asin the North. I have conti- 
dence in man, unshaken faith in the triumph 
of truth and right, and never have and do not 
now despair of our country. 
once rent and shattered by the shock of internal 
strife, but all the hatred aroused between cav- 
aliers and roundheads soon faded away under 


England was 
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the ins P iration of a broad and loyal se ment. 
The bloody and sanguinary fields Naseby 
and Mi irston Mess are now only ret iad d 
and chronicled in history as evidences of the 
valor and heroism of a people temporarily 


divided and estranged. 

In the South the impulses of a naturally gal 
lant and generous people will finally triumph 
over pre} judice and errorand have their natural 


sway, not only in contributing to a happy solu- 


tion of our domestic difficulties, but in the 
event of invasion by any foreign Power will 
prove as devoted to the old tlag as the needle 


to the pole. 

As the wounds of the late great conflict grad- 
ually but inevitably heal, and the fact is clearly 
discerned that we now live in the only model 
republic on earth, all cause of bitterness and 
discord will sink outof view as the glad anthems 
of a united and fraternal people proclaim tothe 
world a nation ‘‘redeemed and regenerated.”’ 

PROMOTION OF EDUCATION. 

Mr. PROSSER. Mr. Speaker, I propose to 
offer a few suggestions to the House at this 
time, and I do it with considerable embarrass- 
ment, because of the great importance of the 
subject and because of the fact that it is one to 
which Congress has heretofore given but little 
attention. Perhaps I cannot introduce the mat- 
ter | wish to discuss in any better way than by 
asking that the following bill, which I had the 
honor to introduce a few days ago, and which 
was referred to the Committee on Education 
= Labor, and tite to be printed, may be 
ead. 
Che 
A bill to promote the interests of general education 

among the people of the United States. 

Whereas education generally diffused among the 
people of the several States and Territories is essen- 
tial to the preservation of their virtues, rights, and 
libertie s, and to the promotion of their general wel- 
fare; and whereas it appears that the proportion of 
illiter: ite population has been for many years steadily 
increasing to an alarming extent; and whereas Con- 
gress has appropriated the large amount ot seventy- 
eight million five hundred and seventy-six tl housand 
hundred and two acres of the public lands 
mainly for the educational benefit of a portion of the 
States and Territories; and whereas it appears that 
a large portion of the scholastic population of the 
United States is without adequate means of educa- 
tion: Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


tives of the United States of America in U 
bled, 


1e Clerk read as follows: 


noress aasem- 


That the Commissioner of Education is hereby 


directed to codperate with any State, territorial, 
county, municipal, or local organization in ests ib- 
lishing and maintaining public schools whi re the 
means of education are not suflicient to meet the 
wants of the people: Provided, That such organiza 
tion applying for or receiving aid from the Govern- 
ment shall be unable or otherwise fail to maintain 
an efficient system of publie instruction: And pro 


vided furth y. Tl hat suc 
and contribute 


th organization shall guaranty 
not less than one half of the expense 


of establishing and maintaining such schools, except 
schools for Indian tribes. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all that por- 
tion of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands pertaining to educ ation, toge ther 


with its prope rty, interests, and unexpe snded appro- 
priations all moneys beld in trust for the edu- 
cation of any tribe or tribes of Indians be, and they 
are hereby, transferred to the Department of Educa- 
tion. Andthat all moneys hereafter appropriated 
by Congress for educational purposes shall be ex- 
pended by said Department under the direction of 
the Seeretary of the Lnterior. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all schools 
established or maintained by the aid of the Govern- 
mentin any of the States or Territories or the Dis- 
trict of Columbia shall comply withthe rules and 
regulations of and be subject to ins pection by the 
Depaftment of Education, and the Commissioner 
shall report thereof annually to Congress with such 
rect aoe endations as he shall deem expedient. 

Skec.4. And be it further enacted, That the following 
sums . and they are hereby, appropriated out of 
any moneys in the Treasury, not otherwise appropri- 
ated, for e nd ucational purposes for the fiscal year end 


also 


ing June30, 1STI, for the objects hereinafter specified, 
namely: : a 
For building, enlarging, and repairing school- 


houses, $800,000. 
For books, school apparatus, &c., $150,000. 
wer ee ene lents, 
ache rs, $850,000. 
i chools among the 


Mr. PROSSER. Mr. Speaker, it is to me 
a matter of the most profound surprise and re- 
gret that asubject of such infinite importance, 


and 


Indian tribes, $400,000. 


| especially to a Republic like our own, should 
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have been so long and so entirely neglected by ~ 


the Government of the United States. Else- 
where, outside of our own country, no subject 
has of late received a larger share of public at- 
tention or been the object of more specific legis- 
lation. Every civilized nation on the face of the 
ylobe has in operation to-daya system of public 
instruction more or less efficient, except the 
United States. Yet the prime value, the abso- 
lute necessity of popular education to our- 
selves more than any other people on the face 
of the earth, I presume all will acknowledge. 
“MAN BECOMES WHAT HE 18 BY HIS EDUCATION.” 
Nearly every wise man who has lived during 
the last two thousand years and whose opinions 
have been preserved to us by the use of letters 
has reaffirmed, in terms which only gather 
weight and force with each succeeding century, 
the sentiment Plato had already expressed, 


‘*Man becomes what he is principally by his || 


edueation.’’? So, coming down to our own day, 
and under a free Government where each in- 
dividual stands upon his merits, the sentiment 
so well expressed by the English philosopher, 
Locke, is even more forcibly illustrated, that— 


* Of all the men we meet, nine out of ten are what | 


they are, good or evil, useful or not, by their educa- 
tion.” 
RELIGION DEPENDS ON EDUCATION, 

The morality of the people, nay, religion itself, 
depends for its existence upon the education 
of the people. Justice, charity, and all the 
virtues must be taught, and the pupil must be 
measurably educated to receive these primary 


ethies, the foundation upon which all religion || 
This idea doubtless led Goldsmith to |} 


is built. 
declare, ‘‘I will be bold enough to say that 
schoolmasters in a State are more necessary 
than clergymen, as children stand in need of 
more instruction than their parents.’’ The 
sentiments of religion and morality, even the 
existence of a God, must be taught. ‘* And 
thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy chil- 
dren,’’ said Moses among his parting injunc- 
tions to the children of Israel when they were 
about to enter the promised land, referring to 
all the sacred commandments and wise rules 


for their guidance which he had from time to 


time committed to them. The attainment of 
the summit of their desires as a nation, the 
reward of their forty years in the wilderness, 
was not sufficient. The children must be taught 
diligently in order to secure the permanence 
of their prosperity as a nation. 


have given their children? 
EDUCATION MAKES THE NATION. 


So all there is of a nation that is good, that 
is mighty, that exercises influence, that is 


admirable in any respect, is the product of the | 


education of its citizens ; for it isnot the num- 
bers of human beings comprised under one form 
of government, nor the extent or fertility of the 
territory they occupy, nor their wealth which 
makes a nation. Its people may be as numer- 
ous as the Chinese ; they may occupy a conti- 
nent fertile asa garden and containing mount- 
ains of precious and useful metals; they may 
have much native force, yet if they lack the 
potent agent of education, which renders all 
material things available, they fall short of the 
ower and influence they should possess. 
Vhatever may be the distinctions in any coun- 
try upon which rank is founded the rank that 
a nation occupies among the Powers of the 


earth will be found to rest upon the practical | 


education of the people. 
ITS IMPORTANCE RECOGNIZED BUT NOT REALIZED, 


While the general importance of educating 
the people is acknowledged by every reasona- 
ble person, nearly all fail to realize that the 


intelligence of the masses is of vital import- 


ance toa Republic, the only foundation upon | 
As Montesquieu has well | 


which it can stand. 
expressed it: 
“Education makes the man; that alone is the 


parent of every virtue! it isthe most sacred, themost |! body to learn to read, but has at least made | 
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useful, and at the same time the most neglected | 


thing in every country.” 
CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY. 

Such being the primary importance of educa- 
tion, what is the condition of our people in 
respect to it; and is our country keeping up 
with contemporary nations, and the spirit of the 
age? Theanswer to this question discloses facts 
which should, and will, no doubt, astonish and 
arouse every liberty-loving legislator to action ; 
for they are melancholy in their nature, they 
are startling in their character. 


Sir, familiar with the fact that a large amount | 


of ignorance and apathy existed on the subject, 
i was startled when I came to examine the 
statistics bearing upon the question, knowing 
that there can be no security to the liberties of 
the people so long as this dangerous element 
of ignorance exists in the community, to an 
extent, as nearly as can be estimated, of about 
one fourth or one fifth of the whole number. 
‘!The greatest despotism on earth,’’ says De 


| Toequeville, ‘‘isan excited untaught public sen- 


timent,’’ a truth already too well illustrated to- 
day among the ignorant masses in New York. 


With a form of government which can only | 


exist, as the Jewish proverb hath it, ‘* By the 
breath of its school children ;’’ a government, 


indeed, so dependent upon the intelligence of 


the people that any ignorant man who ap- 


proaches the polls carrying a ballot he cannot | 
read is a risk to it and a menace against it; | 


yet we are, as I remarked before, almost, if 


| not quite, the only civilized nation on the face | 


of the earth that possesses no national system 
of public schools. 

LOOK AT EUROPE, 
the first in rank among the great divisions of 


the world and containing forty-five different | 
| States. 


system of education, and by far the greater | 


number make it compulsory upon parents to || Venice, where even the gondoliers are learning 


I abstract the || to read; and Florence, where unskilled labor. 


| following from the most reliable sources : 


Iivery one of them has a national 


send their children to school. 


EDUCATION IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

Great Britain has a national system the main 
features of which are parliamentary grants to 
popular education and a regular course of in- 
spection of schools. The grants from 1839 to 


| 1866 for England, Wales, and Scotland alone 


amounted to £6,710,862 sterling, or $32,470,- 


| 572. These grants were made entirely for the 


Thebans | benefit ofthat class of people supported by man- || 


doubt that their vitality as a people to this day | 


is largely owing to the thorough education they || feeble effort we have made in establishing an ed- 


ucational Department without investing it with 
dignity or endowing it with means necessary to 


| ual labor, and such national expenditures in be- | 


half of education are in rebuking contrast to the 


the practical and efficient discharge of duties 
which such a Department should necessarily in 
clude. The Government of Great Britain has also 
published over one hundred large octavo vol- 


education. Indeed, the official schools inquiry 
commission sent to this and other countries in 
1865 cost that Government more than all of our 
appropriations thus far for the Department of 
Education. Seventeen large volumes of the 
report of that commission have already been 
published for the information and benefit of 
the English people. 


THE ALPINE REPUBLIC. 
With peculiar pleasure we find that in Swit- 


| zerland, the only republican Government of 


{urope, laws are provided and enforced to com- 
pel all children between the ages of six and 
fourteen to attend school. The school-teach- 
ers are furnished with lists of all the children 
in their districts ; these names are called over 
every morning and the absentees noted. This 
system is fast making that little nation a gem 
among the Alps, where want, filth, beggary, 
and crime are almost unknown, forthe children 
are as regularly engaged in school as their 
parents are in their daily avocations. 

It is estimated that there is hardly a child in 


that country, sufficiently sound in mind and | 


cation. ‘Thirty years ago the majority , 
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some progress in this primary element of edy 
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cult to 
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Swiss were in a state of ignorance diffi 
conceive of in view of her present educ 
status. This radical andimportant change a)] 
acknowledge to be entirely due to the com 2 
sory system of education adopted by this a 
ocratic people. , 


A FRENCH VIEW OF SWITZERLAND. 


wikhs 


A recent circular issued by M. Durny, the 
minister of education in I’rance, concludes jn 
these words: F 


“It is time we should make speed. In the pear 
ful but redoubtable struggle in which the vale, 
industrial nations are engaged vietory will not}, 
to that one which can command the greatest numb ~ 
of hands or the greatest amount of capital but . 
the nation whose working classes are the most¢. 
derly, the most intelligent, and the best educate), 
Should any one doubt ihe importance of the reyoly, 
tion which is taking place Iect him look at Geritees, 
land; that country of lakes and mountains whioy 
nature has made so beautiful while at the same time 
denying it every condition required to make it the 
abode of industry; a country loved by artists gy 
by poets, but without ports, without navigableriyors. 
without canals, and without mines. Yet, trom amon> 
these sterile rocks there is exported every year », 
ainount of products sufficient to pay for all the im. 

vortations made, and more especially for the two 
Kendeed million francs’ worth of goods which Franeo 
alone sells to that people, which in former times 
cultivated mercenary warfare as its sole branch o; 
industry. That country also produces so many skill. 
ful men that in every commercial city of the world 
2 Swiss colony is found holding the first rank, and 
in almost every great commercial house may be found 
intelligentclerks who havecome from Basle, Zurich 
or Neufchatel.”’ : 
ITALY. 


A revival on the subject of education igs jy 
progress in Italy. In the cities a passion for 
instruction has broken out, and in north and 
central Italy the communes are meeting the 
demand most nobly, the single want being an 
adequate supply of teachers. In some towns 
the adults are thronging to night schools, asin 


ers, cabmen, masons’ assistants, and the like 
give two hours of their rest to learn to read and 


|| write, and record the calculations which even 


in the unlettered days they could always make. 
It needs but time and quiet to make education 
as universal in Italy as in Prussia, to make it 


| a shame to be ignorant—a shame under which 


the children already wince. Her national 
school system is peculiarly calculated to reach 


every class and condition of children. 


PORTUGAL, 


_ which had no national school system ten years 


ago, has now caught the spirit of the educa- 
tional progress of the age, and adopted the 
compulsory system. 

RUSSIA, 
it is well known, no sooner emanicipated her 
serfs than she began to provide for their educa- 


| tion. 
umes of reports and information respecting || 


PRUSSIA. 


When Prussia commenced her present sys- 
tem of common schools her territory was but 
a fraction of its present size—was the battle- 
field of Europe, and echoed with the tramp 0! 
invading armies. Notwithstanding her im- 
poverished condition she undertook the work 
of educating her people, and in 1848 she had 
two and « half million children in attend: 
ance upon her schools. Twenty years later, 
while environed by threatening empires, she 
arose in the power of superior education, re- 
constructed the map of Europe, and placed 
herself in the front rank of the nations of that 
yart of the world, who were astonished at the 
Loiliaaer of her statesmen and the skill of her 
armies. 

AN AUSTRIAN REPORT )' 
published last year thus expresses the sentl- 
ment of that nation on the question we are 
considering : 

‘t Never did the cry for a better system of national 
edueation in general and for an improved system 
of professional education in particular resound more 
loudly than after the terrible events which fel! s° 
heavily on our country. The dictum that ‘not tbe 


needle-gun but higher national education conquered 
us,’ struck home so forcibly that it was repeate 
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|] sides and became almost a proverb among us, 

jical changes were clamored for, and in their zeal 
- improvement people seemed to forget that there 
‘ny good at all in the established system. 


Austria is literally whipped into education. 
aring the present yeav her Parliament has 
-mpletely remodeled the educational fabric. 
Jerr Von Beust has established for Austria, 
Hungary, Bohemia, and the Duchies that which 
ig now regarded as the model school code of 
Kurope. 
THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 

Turkey has astonished the world by itsrecent 
order, promulgated by the Sultan, establishing 
» system of compulsory education throughout 
‘he Ottoman empire, of which she following 
extract will show the scope and spirit: 


“* PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
(a)** Elementary Instruction, 


“26, The course of instruction in the primary 
schools shall cover four years, and will comprise the 
following subjects : , 

“The alphabet according to the new method, the 
Koran, the Tedjivid and book of morals, catechism, 
writing, elements of arithmetic, Turkish history, 
elements of geography, epitome of practical educa- 


“29, Public instruction obligatory throughout the 
whole empire for girls from the age of six to ten, and 
for boys from six to eleven. 

“310, The justices of the peace of the wards and 


villages shall keep a register on which are inscribed | 


the names of all the boys and girls who have reached 
the required age, as well asthe names of the parents 
and guardians. A copy will be handed to the 
teacher.” 

Sections eleven and twelve provide that in 
case parents fail to comply with the law they 
shall be expostulated with for the three first 
occasions, when, continuing to disregard the 
law, they are fined from five to one hundred 
piasters, according to their property, or the 
children may be taken from their guardianship 
and placed at school. 

OUR IMMIGRANTS NOT ALL ILLITERATE. 


Thus the Governments and people of Europe | 
have come toan appreciation of the importance | 


of popular education as a means of power, and 


most of them are making rapid advances in the | 
work of intellectualimprovement. A large por- | 


tion of the immigration from those countries 
now arriving among us is able to read and write. 
One fact is a curious illustration of the supe- 
riority of the educational systems of Europe, 
and of the character of many of the immigrants 
coming to us from that continent. Out of the 
large number of regiments raised by the Gen- 
eral Government for the suppression of the 


rebellion I am told by those familiar with the | 


rolls that there were but four regiments whose 


oficers and soldiers could without exception | 


write their individual names upon the pay-rolls 
of the Government for which they fought, and 


those were regiments made up entirely of Ger- | 


mans. Whocan tell how much was lost to the 
Government and to its soldiers and employés 
because of their inability to subscribe their 
names to the pay-rolls on which they were 
mustered ? 

Even the great apprehension in regard to 
the Chinese immigration must lose much of 
its force when the fact, which recently appears 
in@ prominent magazine, is considered, that 
‘the first Chinaman who is unable to read in 
his own language has yet to arrive in Cali- 
fornia.’’ 

THE RATIO OF ILLITERATE CITIZENS INCREASING. 

Our own States and Territories present the 
startling fact that there is an annually increas- 
ing ratio of ignorance, and that we have now 
within our borders more than four million 
illiterate adults, to whom the twenty-six let- 
ters of the alphabet are as meaningless as so 
many Chinese hieroglyphics. 

Our census reports first took cognizance of 
the number of illiterate persons over twenty 
years of age in 1840, when it was found that 
one in thirteen of the free adult population of 
the country could not read or write. In 1850 
the number had increased to one in nine of 
the free adult persons in the country. 


years ago, of our 13,634,033 free adult popu- 


lation 1,218,011 were reported illiterate, to 
which if we add the 1,745,140 adults who 


were then slaves we have the aggregate of | 


2,963,451 wholly unable to read and write. In 
1860 half of our population were either side of 
twenty years of age; therefore we should take 


the adolescent illiterate into account in order || 


to arrive at the true condition of our people. 
A STATISTICIAN’S OPINION. 

It is the opinion of Dr. Lee, who has care- 

fully prepared statistical tables and maps under 

the direction of the Department of Education, 


| that— 


than three million young persons, who are growing 
up in ignorance to fill the ranks of the illiterate as 
older ones pass off the stage. So that more than six 


| millions”’— 


In 1860, or seven millions now— 


‘of the American people constitute a bookless class, 
shut out from direct access to this main source of 


| knowledge, not counting the million and a half 


children under ten years of age who cannot yet be 
said to be illiterate, though they are on the high road 
to it unless something more efficient is promptly 
done to save them.”’ 


With this vast army of illiterates we go into 


a new decade, to which are annually added || 


| about one hundred and sixty thousand who 


yearly reach the age of twenty-one, half of 

whom are exercising the privilege of suffrage 

and have a direct voice in the destiny of the 

Republic. 

FEARFUL CONDITION OF EDUCATION IN THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA, 

Congress has been grossly negligent of the 
educational necessities of those people placed 
under its care, even of those at the very doors 
and directly under the wegis of the Capitol. 
The schools in the District of Columbia,which 
should be models for the nation, should invite 
and fasten the attention of every Represent- 
ative sent to this body, so that he might return 
to his district with some new and valuable sug- 
gestions for the instruction of the children of 
his constituents; nay, should be the admira- 


Chere must be, andis, astill larger number, more |} 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


That the number in attendance was: 


Public Schools. 
WO RONOR socctnsscidintantibidtemnndnn 
White females 


Colored males 1.532 


Colored females...... 
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5.64 


Total..... puvenecescnecencesnencesenteunsieeunedeqpencencesiee 


Total attending public and private schools, 


|| 13,978, leaving 19,137 children in the District 


tion of the representatives of other nations | 


resident among us, and thus reflect honor upon || 
With || 
| schools that are comparatively worthless and 


our Republic—look at their condition! 


wholly inadequate, there being thousands of 
children unable to gain admission to any 
school-room, and who would be scarcely the 
better for it if they could, because of the want 
of a proper supply of teachers,who are, more- 


over, og their small salaries at uncertain and | 


irregular intervals; they are yet quite as ready 
to dismiss a child for a trifling fault as to admit 
one to pupilage. 
and labor to get a child admitted than a labor- 
ing man can spare; and I can conceive of no 
greater outrage on the rights of a child, soon 
to be a citizen, than to close the school-room 


| against him for any cause whatever. There is 
| no greater outrage upon the rights of a com- 


munity than to send an uneducated child forth 
into the world. 
pressed it, ‘‘ It is little better than to turn out 


a mad dog or a wild animal into the streets.’’ || 


I have said that the schools of this District 
should be of the highest order; instead thereof 


As Paley has so aptly ex- | 


| they are the disgrace of the nation; and even | 
the representative of the Ottoman empire can | 


Ten |! 


proudly and justly say, ‘‘ The school laws of | 


Lurkey are superior to yours. 
If this language seems too strong I refer 


to the last report of the superintendent of the | 


District, that of 1867, for such is the neglect 


or want of system at present that three years || 


have almost passed without any report. From 
this we find that the District contained in 1867 
the following scholastic population : 

SCHOOL STATISTICS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
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| of Columbia without any facilities whatever for 
obtaining an education. Yet there were no 
accommodations in that year for more than 
6,000 white and 3,360 colored out of this large 
| scholastic population, and no colored schools 
| whatever were organized in the District until 
| it was done by the Freedmen’s Bureau, which 
| were afterward transferred to the trustees of 
| Washington city. Iam informed by the super 
intendent of the District that since the year 
1867 the accommodations are considerably 
increased, but I am told by the same official 
that some seventeen or eighteen of the public 
schools under his charge are about to be con- 
demned as nuisances by the Board of Health. 
| Think, if you please, Mr. Chairman, of sixty 
| scholars and a teacher being confined ina room 
| twenty-four by thirty feet square and ten feet 
| high, and ask yourself if such a prison should 
| not be condemned as a public nuisance which 
| ought to be abated. Yet I am told such prisons 
| are to be found in Washington city, and they 
| are dignified with the name of public schools. 
| Now, sir, I state on the authority of the 
superintendent himself that more than one 
half of the entire scholastic population of Wash 
ington and Georgetown are children of the 
employés, clerks, or persons connected with the 
Government, who own no property in thes 


shame and disgrace of the country and the age, 
has never appropriated one dollar for the sup 
port of schools in either. 

WANT OF SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 

Then there are no public school libraries in 
the District, furnishing interesting and instruct 
| ive books suited to the comprehension of the 
various grades of scholars, when none should 
be without this important aid to education. As 
Franklin, John Quiney Adams, and many other 
eminent men have attested, the kindling enthn- 
siasm of books has been the first stimulus of all 
great men. 

NEGLECT OF THE TERRITORIES. 

3ut I have yet to complain of congressional 
sins of omission greater even, and more sad in 
their results, than this woeful neglect of educa- 
tion in the national capital. Our Territories, 
the wards of the nation, of which this body is 
the only guardian—in what manner has Con- 
gress discharged its sacred trust toward these 
prospective States? 

The most degrading ignorance, the most 
vicious institutions, and entire neglect of edu- 
cation characterize different parts of our na- 
tional domain, instead of a uniform, thorough, 
| and efficient system of popular instruction. 
| UTAH. 
| Of the bills that have been offered in this 
| House and the coirdinate branch to recon- 
struct the chronic troubles in Utah what one 
has proposed to have the children, whose num 
| bers are supposed to be unusual in that coun- 
| try, educated? Yet the condition of Utah in 
| respect to schools is one of the lamentable 
features of that embryo State. They report 
that they have schools provided for only seven 


| 
| cities and pay no taxes; yet Congress, to the 
} 
| 
| 





—— |} months of the year, and that out of thirty thou- 
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sand children more than fifteen thousand are 
vithout any means of education. Another fea- 
ture, which speaks volumes against the peculiar 
institutions of that Territory, is the fact that 
it contains two hundred and thirty illiterate 
females to every one hundred males, the great- 
est disproportion existing in any State or Ter- 
ritory of our Union. 


rwoO SCHOOL GENERATIONS UNEDUCATED IN NEW 


MEXICO. 


ut, Mr. Speaker, I have yet to speak of a 


yet more signal instance of bad policy which 
might perhaps be characterized as bad faith on 
the part of the General Government. About 


twenty-two years ago we acquired from Mexico | 


a territory possessing one of the most healthy | 


climates in the world, beautiful and picturesque 
in its snow-capped mountains, plains, valleys, 


and streams, with exhaustless mineral, agri- | 
cultural, and pastoral resources, two hundred | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
i 
| 


and seven thousand square miles in extent, and || 


having some one hundred thousand people | 


| 


clustered in villages, thus being admirably || 


situated for schools, ‘The people spoke a foreign || 


language, were poor and very ignorant, yet, 


for a poverty-stricken population, abounding | 


in excellent traits of character. 
More than two generations of school chil- 


dren have now grown up since they have been | 
under the jurisdiction of Congress; they yet | 
speak a foreign language and they are still | 


poor and ignorant. Had Congress performed 


its duty in establishing schools among them | 
twenty years ago New Mexico might to-day || 


have been a flourishing State in this Union, a || 
source of wealth to the nation, and a jewel in | 


thenational crown. But uneducated and neces- 
sarily saddled with a standing army, which 
while it has protected has debauched the coun- 


try, they are to-day in a far more deplorable | 


condition than when wrested from Mexico. 
OUR INDIAN POLICY COMPARED TO THAT OF CHARLES V. 
But besides the recognized citizens of New 
Mexico there are in that Territory some seven 
thousand semi-civilized people, Pueblo Indians, 
who, residing in permanent, well-built villages, 
supporting themselves by agricultural and man- 


ufacturing industry, are nearly equal in civil- | 


ization to the lower order of the Mexican cit- 
izen. But their progress in civilization is not 
due in any degree to the institutions or the legis- 
lation of this liberal Republic. Our treatment 
of the Indians has been altogether of a differ- 
ent character. 
dred and twenty-four years ago by Charles V, 
then emperor of Spain and governing the Span- 
ish provinces in America. Asan example and 
a lesson to our free Republic, and a rebuke to 
our Indian policy in this nineteenth century, I 
offer a paper illustrating the policy of that 
emperor of the sixteenth century, being a 
translation from the Spanish archives in New 
Mexico, and ask it may be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Translation, 


“The first disposition of these matters found in 
our code of laws is that of the Emperor Charles 
V, made at Cigales on the 2lst of March, 1551, and 
afterward adopted by King Philip II, which liter- 
ally reads as follows: ‘ The effort has been made with 
much care and particular attention to make use of 
euch means asare most suitable for the instruction of 
oe Indians in the holy Catholic faith and scriptural 

iw, 


It was commenced three hun- | 


| 
} 


| 
} 
it 


| 
| 


| 


| 





and ceremonies, they might live in fellowship under | 


established rule; and in order that this object might |) 


he obtained with the greatest certainty the members 
of cur council of the Indies and other religious per- 
sons on different occasions met together, and in the 


year 1546, by order of the Emperor Charles V, of || 


Gperiess memory, there convened the prelates of 
New Spain, who, desiringto render service to God 
and ourselves, resolved that the Indians should be 
brought to settle, reduced to pueblos, and that they 
should not live divided and separated by mountains 
and hills, depriving themselves of all benefit, spirit- 
ual and temporal, without aid from our agents, and 
that assistance which human wants require men 
mutually to render one another. And in order that 
the propriety of this resolution might be recognized, 
the kings, judges, presidents, and governors were 
charged and commanded by d 

kings, our predecessors, that with much mildnessand 
moderation they should carry into effect the reduc- 
tion, settlement, and instruction of the Indians; 
acting with so much justice and delicacy that with- 


| 
| 


| 


to the end that, forgetting their ancient rites || 


| longer. 


out causing any difficulty a motive might be pre- || 


sented to those who could not be brought to settle, in 
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the hopes that as seon as they witness the good || 


treatment and protection ofsuch as had been reduced 


to pueblos they might consent to offer themselves of | 


their own accord; and order was given that they 
should not pay higher duties than were established 
by law; and whereas the above was executed in the 
large part of our Indies, therefore we ordain and 
command that in all the other portions care be taken 
that it be carried into effect, and the agents should 
urge it according to, and in the form declared by the 
laws of this title.’”’ 

THE PUEBLOS APPEAL FOR SCHOOLS IN VAIN. 

Mr. PROSSER. Under this Christian and 
benignant policy of a wise emperor—a man 
imbued with the spirit of religion, and appre- 
ciating the necessity of humanity for educa- 
tion—these aborigines were reduced to villages, 


_of which nineteen still remain, and were in- 


structed in the various arts of civilization, in 
the Spanish language, in religion, and the ele- 
ments of a common-school education. Will it 
be believed that under the Government of this 
enlightened Republic these people have been 
retrograding instead of advancing, going back 
to barbarism instead of improving; that under 
the Spanish and Mexican Governments their 
interests were more carefully consulted than 
our own? Yet such is the fact, and year after 
year their agents have appealed in vain, with 
two slight exceptions, for some assistance or 
some appropriation to keep up instruction 
among them, or to advance them in the scale 
of civilization. The report of their special 
agent for the year 1868 closes as follows: 


** Please dourge this matter; itis now eleven years 
since these Indians have received anything in the 
shape of presents direct from the Government. If we 
cannot obtain schools or any other means toimprove 
theirdormant condition we ought to be able to secure 
forthem a few hoes andspades, to aidthem inthe cul- 
tivation of the soil, at least.”’ 


Nor is this the only tribe which has appealed 
to us again and again in tones which should 
touch the most obdurate heart for educational 
facilities, but which have falien almost entirely 
without effect upon the ears of our legisla- 
tive and executive departments. 


THE TREATMENT OF THE WINNEBAGOES. 
As an illustration let me send the following 
letter to the Clerk’s desk that it may be read. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
Omaua Reserve, December 30, 1864. 


Our Great Father at Washington, all greeting: From 
the chiefs, braves, and headmen of your dutiful 
children, the Winncbagoes. 

Father, we cannot see you. You are far away 
from us. We cannot speak to you. We will wnite 
to you, and, father, we one you will read our letter 
and answer us. Father, some years ago, when we 
had our homes on Turkey river, we had a school for 


|| our children, where many of them learned to read 


and write and work like white people, and we were 
happy. Father, many years have passed away since 
our school was broken up; we have no such schools 
atmong us, and our children are growing up inigno- 
rance of those things that should render them indus- 
trious, prosperous, and happy, and we are sorry. 
Father, it is our earnest wish to be so situated no 
It is our sincere desire to have again estab- 
lished among us such a school as we see in operation 
among yourOmahachildren. Father, as soonas you 
finda permanent home for us will you not do this for 
us? And, father, as we would like ourchildren taught 
the Christian religion as before, we would like our 
school placed under the care of the Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions, And last, father, to show 
you our sincerity, we desire to have set apart for its 
establishment, erection, andsupport allot oursehool 
funds, and whatever more is necessary. 

Father, this is our prayer, will younot open your 
ears and heart to us, and write to us? 

In testimony of our wish, we, the chiefs, braves, 
and headmen of the Winnebago tribe of Indians, do 


| subscribe our names on this the 30th day of Decem- 


|| dition. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| ber, 1864. 


Signed by thirty-eight chiefs and hoadmen of the 
Winnebagoes. oH 5 
Jon. W. P. Doe, Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


Mr. PROSSER. Sir, this tribe of Indians 
had at the time that letter was written been 
forcibly taken from good homes in Minnesota, 
where they had schools among them,and moved 
to Nebraska and kept in an almost starving con- 
They continually begged for schools 


‘| for their children, and though the Government 





| 


| 


ifferent orders of the | held large sums of their money in trust with 
| which good schools might have been sustained, 


yet such is the supreme indifference of the 
** Great Father’’ toward the education of his 
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red children that it required five years to get a 
half-day school established among them, 
IS THE WAR OR EDUCATIONAL POLICY nest? 

The history of the Indian tribes wi 
limits through all the long years since 
ernment was organized is full of disregarded 
appeals to the humanity of the national author. 
ities. Mr. Speaker, your heart would bleed 
with pity and compassion to read their frequent 
applications for simple justice, knowing, as 
you do, that the merest fraction of the sume 
expended in carrying on wars against them, 
and keeping armed forces in their territory f 
judiciously spent in educating and civilizing 
them would pave been far more beneficial tj 
the Indians and more creditable and profitable 
to the whole country. It is estimated by the 
last Commissioner of Indian Affairs that $500, 
000,000 have been expended in the last forty 
years in carrying on Indian wars that might 
have been almost entirely avoided by a differ. 
ent policy. It is the merest folly to say that 
the Indien cannot be educated or civilized. 
We have never made the attempt in earnest. 
I know of my own knowledge of reservations 
kept up for years with hundreds and thousands 
of Indians upon them and notthe slightest effort 
made to educate the younger portion of them, 
or to lift any of them up out of their state of 
barbarism and ignorance. Occasionally a fee. 
ble attempt of the kind has been made, but 
too often worthless wretches were employed 
for the purpose who had at heart neither the 
interests of the Indian nor of the Government, 
Who is responsible for the fact that we, after 
a national existence of nearly one hundred 
years, are to-day groping in the fogs of experi- 
ment in our treatment of the Indians, and only 
approaching the policy successfully pursued by 
the French and Spanish settlers in America 
more than three hundred years ago ? 

THE SOUTH—ITS 2,340,509 ADULTS ILLITERATE. 

But if the results of national neglect, of the 
interests of education in the District of Colum- 
bia and the Territories, are deplorable, how 
much more serious are its consequences in the 
southern States, where there never has been 
any efficient system of public schools in opera- 
tion since the first settlement of the country? 
No demonstration is needed to prove that the 
difficulties and dangers through which we asa 
nation have passed during the past fifty years 
would have been avoided had a thorough sys- 
tem of universal education been introduced and 
carried into effect in the early days of the Re- 
public. The wantof such a system has resulted 
in acivil war whose cost in blood and treasure 
is beyond comprehension ; a large population 
destitute of intelligence ; a large portion of the 


thin our 
our Goy.- 


| Union not only without free schools, but with 


a strong sentiment of hostility to their intro- 
duction; yet the most effective measure o! 
reconstruction which could be adopted would 
be an efficient system of education. It is esti- 
mated that there are not less than two millions 
of the youthful population of the South with- 
outthe means of obtaining even the rudiments 
of education. During the past year the State 
of Pennsylvania expended more for schools 
within her limits than twice the amount ex- 
pended in all the southern States put together; 
yet the Governor of that State complains that 
there are seventy-five thousand children in his 
jurisdiction still unprovided for. The Gov 
ernor of Wisconsin says that notwithstanding 
the efficiency of the school system in that State 
there are fifty thousand children not attending 
any school whatever. And if our system o! 
ublic schools is so far from perfection when 
it is most fully developed, as compared with 
those countries where education is compulsory, 
what must it be in those parts of the Union 
where there are no free schools established ; 
where the poorer classes are profoundly igno 
rant, with no desire for improvement,and where 
the rich are largely opposed to their advance- 
ment? In 1860 there were in the South 2,340,60 


adults over twenty years ofage who could neither 
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.d nor write, while the North, with two thirds 
of the population of the country, had but 622,- 
-o0+ yet this vast army of illiterates has a direct 
aah sin the affairs of the Government and in 
che control of the country. 
‘ wHy DO WE SHRINK FROM THE TRUTH ? 

Mr. Speaker, it is not pleasant to make 
hose statements. It is not pleasant to know 
‘hat such facts are in existence. It is not 
ant to know that while other nations are 
ng rapid advances in the work of popular 
jucation we, Who are so supremely interested 
» the same work, are doing nothing whatever 
tobring about the same result. The Argentine 
Confederation, from the other side of the globe, 
-ends commissioners here and elsewhere offer- 
‘ng extraordinary inducements to teachers to 
vo there and engage inthe work of building up 
normal and model schools, while we do not 

rotect our own. And those who undertake the 
nonorable and laudable task of training the 
voung in many parts of our country do so at 
the risk of their lives, and with no protection 
to person or property. Yet there are men who 
tell us that for such wrongs there is no remedy. 
Why is it that even the facts in regard to edu- 
cational matters cannot be learned from official 
sources? Who is responsible for the refusal to 
comply with the resolution passed by this House 
in March, 1867, inquiring into the condition of 
the schools of the District of Columbia, which 
inquiry has never yet been answered? Who is 
responsible for the neglect of the Commis- 
sioner of Education to comply with the several 
provisions of the law creating that Department 
requiring information upon matters pertaining 
toeducation? Are gentlemen afraid to publish 
the truth in reference to these matters, or to let 
the country know that there are twenty thousand 
children in the District of Columbia, fifty thou- 


v + 
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sand in the Territories, or two millions in the | 


southern States for whom no educational facili- | 


ties whatever are provided, and yet they will 
shortly be the rulers of America? 
cannot always be concealed. Sooner or later 
the people will understand the facts, and will 
hold to a rigid accountability those Represent- 
atives who have neglected their highest and 
best interests, and placed in jeopardy the future 
of the country. 
THE FREEDMEN’S BUREAU AN OASIS. 
But, to turn from subjects which so reproach 


us to a scintilla of brightness in the acts of the | 


Government, the school department of the 
l'reedmen’s Bureau, now about to close, is a 
pertinent illustration of what may be accom- 
plished by such a bill as I propose. During 


The truth || 


the period of about four years the small amount | 


of some two and a half millions has been ex- | 


pended in the building, renting, and opie 


of school-houses, the purchase of books and 
apparatus, the pay of inspectors, superintend- 
ents, and teachers; yet the results are that 
they leave in the field 2,118 schools, containing 
114,522 pupils, or about one tenth of the 
children of the freedmen, who, let us hope, will 
by these means acquire a modicum of the ele- 
mentary instruction the Government owesthem. 
Add to this the number of adults who have 


who have received benefit from this small 
amount of money is swelled to a quarter of a 
million. 

Thus an energetic bureau—for having seen I 
can testify to its value and efliciency—adopting 
& wise system of rules, by constant inspection 


requiring schools assisted by them to keep up | 


to the standard, may render effectual to the 
accomplishment of much good a mere trifle; 
not more than the War and Navy Departments 
almost annually waste in futile experiments. 
THE IMMENSE DOMAIN GRANTED, 

Yet Congress has been lavish in appropri- 
ating public domain for educational purposes. 
lhe land granted for this object at various times 


in the different States and Territories already | 


amounts to 78,576,802 acres. This vast area 
18 122,776 square miles. It is nearly equal in 


extent tothe kingdom of Prussia, greater than 
Great Britain and Ireland, more than half the 
extent of the French empire, equal to an area 
twice the size of the State of Illinois with ten 
States the size of Delaware thrown in, or 
twenty-six times the size of Connecticut. This 
noble tribute to so important an object lies scat- 
tered in mile-square plots over the most fertile 
and beautiful portions of God’s green earth, and 
had it been properly conserved would have pro 
duced, it is estimated, a grand national school 
fund of $500,000,000. The interest of this 
would have been a magnificent endowment for 
the entire scholastic population of the United 


| States. 


THE NATION’S GENEROSITY FRITTERED AWAY. 

Some of the States have mismanaged and 
miserably frittered away their share of this 
valuable estate, while others have shamefully 
perverted its use, thus proving recreant to the 
most important trust ever committed to a peo- 
ple. The Thirty- Ninth Congress honored itself 
by awaking to the importance of this subject 
and establishing the Department of Education. 


| The first duty of the Commissioner, according | 


to the following words of the act creating that 
Department, was: 

“Src.3.” * * * *_ “Inthe first report 
made by the Commissioner of Education under this 
act shall be presented a statement of the several 
grants of land made by Congress to promote educa- 
tion and the manner in which these several trusts 
have been managed, the amount of funds arising 


| therefrom, and the annual proceeds of the same, as 


far as the same can be determined.’ 
**a DELICATE QUESTION TO INQUIRE INTO.”’ 
The most important part of this information, 
and that which is in some degree difficult of 
access, namely, ‘‘ the manner in which these 
several trusts have been managed,’’ has not 


|| been laid before Congress, as I think the law 


requires. But as it is generally understood 
that some of the States have misappropriated, 
and many of them grossly mismanaged this 
fund, the question is, perhaps, as the Commis- 
sioner of Education has expressed it, ‘‘ a deli- 
cate one to inquire into.’’ Thus it is quite 


probable that this importantinformation, which | 


should be thoroughly sifted and laid before Con- 
gress and the people, may not be forthcoming. 


OBJECTIONS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION CON- | 


SIDERED, 
Unfortunately, also, the efficiency of 
important Department has been impaired by 
the reduction of the appropriations made for 


| it. This change was made upon the advice 


of the Secretary of the Interior in his report 
to Congress for 1868. Asthe main objections 
to the Department of Education, and to the 
obvious right of Congress to insist that each 
State shall provide free and universal educa- 
tion for the children of the Republic, are 
embodied in the ex-Secretary’s report, I give 
their substance: first, that the acts of Con- 
gress and the reports of the Secretary of the 
Interior furnish some of the information sought 
to be obtained by the Department of Educa- 
tion; second, that the approaching census will 
exhibit full and authentic educational statis- 
tics; third, ‘‘no reason is perceived’’ by the 


'| ex-Secretary for the pursuance of this work by 
received instruction, and the number of pupils | 
; ation thus obtained, in his judgment, is not 


the Educational Department ; fourth, inform- 


required to enable Congress to discharge its 


| legitimate duties; fifth, ‘‘education in the 


States falls within their exclusive province.’’ 
The substance of all this being that the cause 
of education is unimportant, and not national ; 
‘‘ but falls within the exclusive province of the 
States.’’ 
OBJECTIONS AND OBJECTORS CONSIDERED. 

Mr. Speaker, it is hard to speak with pa- 

tience of such puerile and trifling objections to 


| measures of such importance as those relating 


to education ; yet there is a large crap of poli- 
ticians throughout our country, and represented 
on the floor of this House, the special out- 
growth of a Republic containing a large class 
of uneducated people. They are men devoted 


‘ to the advancement of a party whose success at 
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the ballot-box is too often secured through 


ignorance and fraud, whose political organiza 
tion would disappear before an enlightened 
public sentiment as fogs disappear in the light 
of the sun. These men now clutch with a dying 
grip at the States-rights theory; a doctrine 
which, if successful, would reduce this nation 
to a mob of ignorant States. 
THE PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION DECLARES THA 
“The people of the United States in order to form 


a more pertect A nion establish justice, fasure do 
nestic tranquillity, provide for the common defense, 
smote the general welfare, and secure the blessings 

{ liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain 
and establish this Constitution for the United States 
of America.”’ 

Here are six objects stated by the framers of 
the Constitution and adopted by the different 
States as their aim in organizing and building 
up a national Government for the United States 
of America. 

lo illustrate the primary importance of uni- 
versal education, to show that it is the very 
. , . . . . . . r 
foundation of our institutions, the polity as it 
were of the Constitution itself, the breath of its 
existence, let us consider such of these motives 
for ordaining our fundamental law, and it will 
be at once perceived that only by continued 
education could they be attained. The simple 
existence of the Government will then imply 


the right and the duty to secure the education 


lé 
re 


of the citizen, 


‘IN ORDER TO FORM A MORE PERFECT UNION.” 

One of the main elements which go to form 
any union at all approaching perfection must 
be equality of intellectual and moral condition. 
How can this equality be secured without a 
system of education in some degree uniform ? 
And how can such a system be organized un 
less the General Government shall take cogni- 
zance of this important subject in all the States 
and take care that it is neglected in none? It 
is well known that in the thirteen original 
States only an approximation to that equality 
existed at the time of the adoption of the Con 
stitution; but our fathers trusted, and 
reason, that the ratio of progressive develop 
ment would tend to equalize them. Unfortu- 
nately, events have proved otherwise. The 


with 


| educational sentiment in the southern States 


this | y 


is little better now than it was two hundred 
ears ago. 

In 1670 the English Commissioners for 1 
eign Plantations addressed to the Governors of 


| the several colonies a series of questions co 


cerning the condition of the settlements unde: 
their charge. One of these questions related 
to the means of popular education. The Gov- 
ernor of Connecticut replied to the royal com 
missioners as follows : 

‘One fourth of the annual revenue of the colony 
is laid out in maintaining free schools for the educa 
tion of our children.”’ 

The Governor of Virginia replied : 

**] thank God there are no free schools nor print 
ing, and I hope we shall not have these hundred 
years. 

So far as free schools are concerned his hope 
was more than realized, and I have been re- 
cently informed by one of the framers of the 
new constitution of Virginia, an old and very 
intelligent citizen of that State, whose opinion 
is founded upon an intimate knowledge of its 
people, that the provisions incorporated therein 
for the maintenance of common schools, which 
are precisely the same as those in the State ot 


| New York, are even more obnoxious to th 


element which has hitherto ruled and ruined 

that State than the ‘‘iron-clad oath’”’ or un 

versal suffrage. 

IGNORANCE THE CAUSE OF VIRGINIA’S MISFORTUNES. 
The history of Virginia as a State in tly 

Union exhibits a continual increase in the per 

centage of illiterates to her whole population, 


| as far as we can learn, until, as shown by th 
| census of 1840, she had 58,787 free persons 
over the age of twenty who could not read and 


write. Unheeding this fearful record, she kept 
her downward course, and ten years later she 
had 88,520 illiterate free persons over the age 
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of twenty. Neither States nor individuals can 
escape the consequences of their crimes. The 
compensation of Virginia has been terrible ; 
she fell from sovereignty, became the battle- 
rround between States, civil strife desolated 
her fields even in view of the national Capitol, 
and she is now but just regaining an equal 
footing with the other States on this floor. 
‘The history of Virginia illustrates that of the 
remaining fifteen southern States. In 1860 
they contained but twenty-eight per cent. of 
the free native population of the whole thirty- 
four States, but so unequal had been the pre- 
vious rate of educational development, to such 
an extent had they monopolized the ignorance 


of the country, they had in their free native | 
population sixty-seven pone of all the adult | 
i In other | 


native illiterates in the United States. 
words, with only about one third of the free 
population of the nation they possessed more 
than two thirds of its illiterates; not inecludin 

the slaves, which, if added, would have ouaibal 


the proportion fo more than ninety-three in the || 


South for every seven in the North. 
** ESTABLISH JUSTICE.” 
Washington, in a letter to Alexander Ham- 
ilton, dated Philadelphia, September 1, 1796, 
expresses the true method of establishing jus- 
tice to be the education of the people; ‘‘ the 


surest means,”’ he says, ‘‘ of giving just ways of | 


thinking to our citizens.’’ Just ways of thinking | Pp ' } 
|| providing for a national system of schools 
|| would seem but an act of national thanksgiving. 


inust precede the establishment of justice, nor 
can justice exist divorced from wisdom. If 
you permit ignorance you foster crime, and if 
you punish crime superinduced by the igno- 
rance you have permitted you establish injus- 
In the words of Sir Thomas More: 

“If you suffer your people to be ill-educated and 
their manners to be corrupted from their infancy, 
ind then punish them for their crimes, to which 
their first education disposed them, what else isto be 


concluded from this but that you first make thieves 
and then punish them?”’ 


It is too well known to need repetition here 
(hat in all nations where the question has been 
inquired into it has been shown that criminals 
ire generally ignorant; that as school-houses 
increase, in a corresponding ratio do jails and 
prisons diminish. Pesuler education, there- 
fore, is the most humane, the most effectual, 
and the cheapest preventive of crime, or means 
of establishing justice. 

Said Mr. Macaulay in the British Parlia- 
ment: 

“TL hold that it is the right and duty of the State 


to provide for the education of the common people, 
{ conceive the arguments by which this position may 


tice. 


be proyed are perfectly simple, perfectly obvious, 
tk ok a * 


and the most cogent possible.”’ 


Take away education, and what are your means? 


Military force, prisons, solitary cells, penal colonies, 
ibbets, all the other ppparatus of penal laws. If, 
\, there be an end to which governmentis bound 
to attain; if there are two ways only of attaining it; 
if one of these ways is by elevating the moral and 
intellectual character of the people, andif the other 
way is by inflicting pain, who can doubt which way 
every government ought to take? It seems to me 
that no proposition ean be more strange than this: 

uit the State ought to have the power to punish 
vnd is bound to punish its subjects for not knowing 
their duty, but at the same time is to take no step to 
let them know what their duty is.” 

One of the most important of our means for 
establishing justice, the right of the accused to 
trial by a jury of his peers selected indiscrimi- 
nately from among the people, involves a fear- 
ful risk to the life, property, and good name 
of every individual citizen of the nation so long 
as any portion of the community is permitte 
to exist inignorance. Every individual, there- 
fore, bas an interest that the national Govern- 
ment shall require every State to educate its 
citizens, so that he may be fitted to be trusted 
with a duty involving so great a responsibility. 

“INSURE DOMESTIC TRANQUILLITY.” 

Our fathers desired to insure domestic tran- 

guillity ; and had free schools existed in the 


tae 











South as in the North from the first establish- || 
ing of this Union our tranquillity as a nation 
would never have been interrupted by a deso- 
lating civil war, which the Special Commis- 
sioner of the Revenue in his recent report esti- 
mates to have cost the country $9,000,000, 000, 


a sum too vast for the finite mind to compre- 
hend. 

Is it not a singular coincidence, to say the 
least, that of the original thirteen States which 
formed this Union but one has entirely failed 
to make some constitutional provision for edu- 
cation, and that that one has led in two unsue- 
cessful attempts to disintegrate the nation and 


| subvert the free principles upon which it is || 
I need not name the State to indi- || 
| cate the one to which I refer. 


founded ? 


On the other | 


hand, two centuries and nearly a half ago the | 


| general court of the colony of Massachusetts 


enacted a school code ordaining aschool to be 


established in every township that might num- | 
One hundred and forty years | 


ber five families. 
later, when a State constitution was framed, 
one of its sections read: 


‘Wisdom and knowledge, as well as virtue, dif- 
fused generally among the bodies ofthe people,being 
necessary for the preservation of their rights and 
liberties, and as these depend onspreading the oppor- 
tunities and advantages of education in the various 
parts of the country and among different orders of 
people, it shall be the duty of the Legislature and 
magistrates in all future periods of this Common- 


| wealth to cherish the interests of literature and the 


sciences,’’ &c. 
Sir, if when the State first referred to fired 
vpon Fort Sumter the latter State had not 


| marshaled regiments to defend this capital 


would the life and liberty of the nation have 
been preserved to-day? The passage of a law 


By a contrast of the illiteracy existing pre- 


vious to the rebellion in some of the States || 2 
free matter sent scarcely affects the revenue of 


north and south of Mason and Dixon’s line 
whose population were about equal the real 
causes which led to our late domestic disturb- 
ance may be more clearly perceived. 

Take Maine and Alabama. The former had 


1 illiterate in 261; the latter 1 in 14 of the 

Take Wisconsin and South Carolina. The 
former had 1 in 285 ; the latter 1 in 4. 

Take Connecticut and Maryland. The for- 
mer had lin 488; the latter 1 in 9. 

Take Massachusetts and my own State of 
Tennessee. The former had 1 in 600; Ten- 
nessee 1in6; or Massachusetts had only 2,004, 
while Tennessee had 180,983 native adult illit- 
erates. 

*“PROVIDE FOR THE COMMON DEFENSE.” 

The fact that intelligence develops the re- 
sources and strengthens a nation is a sufficient 
argument that education is the most effectual 
provision which could be made for the common 
defense. Giants do not have to go armed as 
smaller people do. In the science of war we 
find that skill and inventive genius are of more 
importance than mere numbers. But after all, 
as the world’s greatest general, Napoleon 
Bonaparte, says: 

“The true victories, the only ones which we need 
never lament, are those won over the dominion of 
ignorance. The employment most honorable and 
most profitable to the people is to labor for the dif- 
fusion and extension of the ideas of men.’’ 

Ay, Mr. Speaker, there is a silent force scat- 
tered over our land, in its cities and at its cross- 
roads, so common as to be scarcely noticed, 
whose power is not within the estimation of the 
statesman. I mean the one hundred and sixty 


| white native population. 


| thousand school-teachers of the country, more 


than two thirds of whom are of that class whose 
delicacy of organization forbids their bearing 
arms in battle, and for which inability they 
are sometimes very foolishly and unjustly re- 
proached. Even while I speak there are more 
than one hundred thousand women teachers at 
their posts in our free schools. They marshal 
a host through which they exert a more mighty 
influence upon the destinies of humanity than 


all the soldiers ever marshaled by the man of 
_ destiny upon the battle-fields of Europe. Lord 


Brougham well said: 


**Let the soldier be abroad if he will, he can do 
nothing in this age. There is another personage 
abroad, a person less imposing; in the eyes of some 
insignificant. The schoolmaster is abroad; and I 
trust to him, armed with bis primer, against the 


' eoldier in fall uniform array.” 
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**PROMOTE THE GENERAL WELFARE,” 

The advantages which would flow to the 

whole Union and to each particular part of ;, 


from the universal education of the people are 
so vast and the subject is so prolific that I ca, 


_ here only consider it briefly, and from one Or 
_ two points of view. A comparison of the Stat.. 


_ which have early and constantly preferred 
| honored public schools with those whic 


|| amount of wealth produced by each may 
| woman, and child, exclusive of the gaing of 
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and 
h have 
neglected and despised them shows a re 
balance-sheet of stately figures in favor of 


popular education. For instance, the annua! 


commerce, in Massachusetts, the best-edy. 
cated though the most sterile State in the 
Union, is $166 60; while Tennessee, one of the 
most fertile States, though very poor in edy. 


| cational facilities, shows a corresponding poy. 


erty in the amount of wealth produced by each 
individual, which is only $63 10. 

The increase of our postal revenues alone 
would in a few yearsamply repay the investment 
of the appropriations proposed in this bill forthe 
encouragement of the education of the people, 
We have annually the same complaints from 
that Department of the expenditures exceeding 
therevenue by millions of dollars, As aremedy 


|| the press and public men far and wide are agi- 
| tating the abolition of the franking privilege; 


and abolish it say 1; but that reform alone wil! 
not make the Post Office Department self-sus. 
taining. It is the fact that half of our adult 
population is too illiterate to make use of the 
mails that has crippled the mail service. The 


the Department compared to this. Look at the 
postal service in the eleven States where pop- 
ular education has always been discouraged. 
There are one hundred and seventeen counties 
in those States which contain only two: post 
offices each ; eighty-six with only one in each; 
and, sir, there are ten counties in those States 
without any post office, according to the last 
official report, although they are traversed by 
mail routes, and aggregate quite a large popula- 
tion. Consider that in one State which was ad- 
mitted into this Union twenty-five years ago— 
and I need hardly add attempted to secede— 
there are four counties without a post office. 
Sir, there are thirty-one counties in the State 
of Georgia with but one post Office. In one 
county in Pennsylvania (Lancaster) there are 
a greater number of post offices than in one 
hundred and twelve counties which might be 
selected in the eleven States lately in the rebel- 
lion. The sturdy farmers of Lancaster county 
not only have mail facilities but use them, and 
have a large amount of means invested in Uni- 
ted States bonds. Educate the people and they 
will acquire wealth and all the comforts of life ; 
they will have post offices, and make them self: 
sustaining; and when the Government nee(s 
money they will invest in its bonds and save us 
sending millions of gold abroad to pay interest 
to a people who, like the German States, are 
wise enough to secure the wealth which always 
comes through the education of the masses. 
“TO SECURE THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY TO OUR- 
SELVES AND OUR POSTERITY 
is the last mentioned of the six aims specified 
in the preamble, and the crowning object of all. 
It must be evident that the education of the 
people is the great means to be relied upon, 
without which no efforts to secure liberty can 
succeed, and that our free institutions are 11 
constant and imminent danger without 't. 
Ignorant voters are always the ready tools 0! 
designing men, who through them often suc: 
ceed to power. 
Every President who has been elected {or 
the United States, with the exception of Wash. 
ington’s second term, and perhaps that 
Monroe, has received majorities much 
than the number of illiterate voters engag 
in the election who could not read the vol’ 
they cast. Unfortunately, it is the ignoran' 
citizen who always votes ; the more cultivated 
and industrious class generally have cares and 
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ations which too often lead them to 


yecup . 
neglect their duty at the polls. 


Horace Mann expresses the danger to our 
Government of universal suffrage without uni- 
versal education as follows: 


“The human imagination can picture no sem- 


hlance of the destructive potency of the ballot- 
nox in the hands of an ignorant and corrupt people. 
The Roman cohorts were terrible; the Turkish 
‘anizartes were incarnate fiends ; but each was pow- 
erless as @ child for harm compared with universal 
“yfrage without mental illumination and moral 
principle. The power of casting a vote is far more 
formidable than that of casting spear ——— 
On one of those oft-recurring days, when the fate 
f the State or the Union is to be decided at the polls, 
when over all the land the votes are falling thick as 
hail and we seem to hear them rattle like the clangor 
of arms, is it not enough to make the iover of his 
country turn pale to reflect upon the motives under 
which they may be given and the consequences to 
which they may lead? By the votes of a few wicked 
men, oreven of one wicked man, honorable men may 


ve hurled from office and miscreants elevated to their | 


places; useful offices abolished and sinecures cre- 
ated; the public wealth, which had supported indus- 
try, squandered upon mercenaries; enterprise crip- 
»led, the hammer falling from every hand, the wheel 
-topping in every mill, the sail dropping to the mast 

n every sea; and thus capital which had been hon- 
estly and laboriously accumulated turned into dross. 
In fine, the whole policy of the Government may be 
reversed and the social condition of millions changed 
to gratify one man’s grudge or prejudice or revenge. 
in a word, if the votes which fall so copiously into 
the ballot-box on our days of election emanate from 


wise counsels and a loyalty to truth they will descend | 
like benedictions from Heaven to bless the land and | 


ill it with song and gladness such as have never been 
known upon earth since the days of paradise ; but if, 
n the other hand, these votes come from ignorance 
and crime the fire and brimstone that were rained 
n Sodom and Gomorrah would be more tolerable.”’ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





765 
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posterity if that posterity shall be permitted to | aman who has himself enjoyed the blessing 


grow up in ignorance. 
THE SPECIAL HINDERANCES 


| of a good education expects to provide schools 
| for his children as much as he expects to pro- 


| to a voluntary system of education in some || vide for them food and clothing. 


sections are: theabsence of educational senti- 


ment; in the South the repugnance of the | 


wealthy classes to be taxed for the support of 
a system of schools which includes their former 
slaves; the sparse population in most of the 
agricultural regions; while in the New Eng- | 


| land and northern States public sentiment is 


such that the arent who withholds education 
from his child becomes a conspicuous object 
of contempt, and it is thus as much a matter 


| of course that the children should go to school, 
| at least a part of the year, as it is in the South 


that they should stay at home. 


| and well-nigh successful candidate for the Uni- 


| the work of education has been proverbial. 
manifested no concern or comparatively none upon | 


T0-DAY THE NATION’S WARD, TO-MORROW ITS RULER. | 


Our forty millions of people may be separated 
as regards age and circumstance into four equal 


ceeding the other, in endless progression, as 
they move along the stream of time. One 
fourth of our population is always in the first 
stage of life, and just below the age of attend- 
ing schools—the infancy of the nation. The 
school population, those preparing by educa- 
tion for the important duties of citizenship, 
comprise another fourth ; to-day they are the 
nation’s wards, to-morrow they will be the 
nation’s rulers. Another fourth is the active 


young adult population, who in our country | 


exercise a controlling influence in the institu- 
tions of the nation. 


six years of age. The population comprised 
in the remaining one fourth are persons in 
that less active period of life above the age of 
thirty-six. 

Tell me, legislators, to which of these ten 
millions is it most important for us to give 
our attention if we would secure the blessings 
of liberty to ourselves and our posterity? I 
for one will say with Aretimus: 

‘We have enough of laws for men; let us train 
some men for the laws.” 


Plntarch says that— 


It has been ascertained | 
thata majority of allthe voters are under thirty- | 


“Lycurgus resolved the whole business of legisla- | 


tion into the bringing up of the youth, which 
looked upon as the loftiest and most glorious work 


he | 


of a law-giver, and he began with it at the very | 


source,’’ 


So if you would secure the union, justice, 


tranquillity, defense, welfare, and liberty of the 
nation, you must see that this most important 
part of the nation’s population, the ten millions 
of school children, are educated. There is no 
evading this issue. In a few years these seats, 
if the nation does not fall with the weight of 
its accumulating ignorance, will be filled by 
those who are now in that ten millions of school 
population. 

_ Whoare to succeed usin these Halls? “ By 
‘earning,’’ says the Chinese maxim, ‘‘ the sons 
of the common people become public minis- 
ters; without learning the sons of public min- 
isters become mingled with the mass of the 
people.’’ The liberties and destiny of this 
Government only twenty-five years hence de- 
pend vpon the intelligence of those who are 
how among its ten millions of school popula- 


tion. No act of ours can secure liberty to our | 


= a ; ; | appellation of ‘free schools,’ 
grand divisions ; one developing into and suc: || 





ted States Senate in one of the southern States | 


A prominent || 


expressed the sentiment of many of the politi- | 


cians in the South when he declared that ‘‘ the 
masses ought not to be educated, because no 
sooner does a man learn his letters than he 
wants an oflice.’’ 

And in consequence of this lack of interest 


than no schools. 


scarcely exaggerates the worthlessness of the 
school systems of that State: 


‘For many years the indifference of Tennessee to 
She has 


the subject. She has never 
sequence, any system or any definite plan of action. 
Before the war there was a plan dignified with the 
‘ It was a mero sham; 
it had neither system nor efficiency ; it provided lim- 
ited means to compensate a few miserable peda- 


gogues without education and without brains. They | 


met in log cabins and snoozed their precious time 
away, while the children amused th 

tickling them with straws. For three or four months 
in the year these schools served te contribute to the 
mirthful pleasure of the youth, and especially to their 
moral and intellectual ruin.” 


By way of contrast, look at the condition of |S 


education in the kingdom of Saxony, as shown 
by areport ofthe French commission : 


“The number of children from six to fourteen | 


years of age who ought to attend the primary schools 
is 370,802; the schools are really attended by 371,980; 
difference in excess 1,178.” 


This excess the imperial commission ac- 


counts for by some children going a little | 


earlier and staying a little later than the pre- 
scribed age. 

While the first impulse of property has 
always been to evade school taxes, even in the 


| most enlightened communities, in the South, 


where it in completely in the hands of the few, 


| and those few exercise a controlling influence 


over the electors, it is well nigh impossible to 


| raise means to inaugurate a system of free 
| schools, to commence the herculean task of 


educating the immense mass of poor white 
and colored children. 

It required a great effort, resulting almost 
in revolution, to induce the adoption of this 
system in the State of Pennsylvania, but once it 


| was adopted property holders soon acquiesced, 


perceiving the benefit of free education as an 
investment to the community as a whole, and 
to themselves as a part. 

The dispersed condition of settlement in the 
rural districts is a serious hinderance to the 
poor, isolated, and helpless laboring parent 
in securing to h 
pensable to American citizens. 

Such are a few of the reasons why Congress 


should, in behalf of the ‘‘ general welfare ’’ of || 


the Union, come forward with aid and encour- 
agement forthe organization and maintenance, 
for some years, of schools. They should be 
maintained for the space of at least two 
scholastic generations. An educational sen- 
timent would then be created similar to that 
which now exists in other parts of the Union. 
Children who had received the benefits of 


education could be trusted to see that their | 
children should not be deprived of them ; for |! 


| in the question of education such schools and || 
school systems as have been established, while | 
poorly attended, are on an average little better | 
The following from a recent || 
number of the Knoxville (Tennessee) Whig || 


had, as a necessary | 


emselves by || 


is children the education indis- || 


OUR ILLITERACY REVIEWED AND RESTATED, 

| The literal figures of the census on this sub- 
| ject are sufficiently alarming, but the interest 
| of truth compels us to take into account other 
well-established facts. The tendency of the 
| people is always to overstate the attendence at 
| schools and to understate the number not able 

| to read and write, to an extent, as Horace 

| Mann has shown, of thirty per cent., or more. 

| This, when taken into account, increases the 

| census report of 1860 to 1,583,704 white illit- 

| erate sieite, or about one in eight. 

Again, there is also a very large class who 
are recorded in the census as able to read and 
write who do so very imperfectly. They read 
with much difficulty and hesitation, call can, 
perhaps, sign their names, but make no com- 
mon use of these defective attainments ; they 
are entirely excluded from the means of in 
struction comprised in newspapers and books, 
| keep no accounts, do not correspond nor add 

any perceptible weight to the ale. This class, 
between the totally ignorant and the compe- 
tently educated, is very large, as every one 
knows, especially in the South, and may be 
| safely estimated as comprising at least one 
sixth of the whole number of those reported 
educated. 

It must also be remembered that of the two 
million white school children in the South in 
| 1860 at least one half must have been deprived 
|| of education in consequence of the five years’ 
war, which would add half a million more to 
the adult white illiterates of to-day. Now, for 
| the purpose of arriving at a truer estimate of 
|| the sad condition of our country in respect to 
| education, I have prepared the following: 


Table showing the illiterate host of the United States. 


} 
| 
} 





|| 1. The free native adult illiterate, June 1, 

1 Di anscdenkasandsdttediaitttddiethtdenniblatinentie 914,806 
2. The adult foreign illiterate, Junel,1860.. 362,075 
3. Thethirty percent.thatshouldbe added... 385,333 


| 4. Those so imperfectly taught as to be in 
1} Fact iliterate.....cccorscrrescrcssoercsrersereescers 2,000,000 
|| 5. White illiteracy caused by the war......... 530,000 


6. Adult illiterate freedmen............c00-cesseees 1,734,551 
} Total illiterate adults............--ecsecseceeee-eee 5,895,063 
|| Add Dr. Lee’s estimate of the adolescent 
illiterate : 
| The illiterate between ten and twenty........ 3,000,000 
| The illiterate under ten who have no pros-_ _ 
| DOCG Ge eis cincsnadenntndareneneaieesqndousd 1,590,000 
Total wholly, partial, and prospective . 
illiterate of the United States............... 10,395,663 


THE IMPENDING DANGER. 

When I consider this solemn array of figures, 
| denoting uneducated millions of American citi- 

zens, and that of the near six million adult 
|| illiterate one half, or about three millions, are 
|| voters, I am reminded of Damocles at the 
| magnificent banquet of the tyrant Dionysius, 
| who, when surfeited by the feast and surrounded 
| by every conceivable luxury, saw directly above 
| his head a sword suspended by a single hair. 
|| Suchis the position of this nation to-day. Igno- 

rance is our impending sword; the ignorance 
|| of these three million of electors, sovereign 
'| American citizens, with all the responsibilities 
| of voters, but not one of them knowing how to 
| reador write. In the midst of our material and 
unexampled prosperity as a nation the familiar 
face of ignorance menaces us on every hand, 
and year by year we are wrapped closer and 
|| closer in his dark mantle. 


THE PROMPT ACTION OF CONGRESS DEMANDED. 
| How can the nation avert the threatened 
|| danger? Not by restricting the rights of its 
| citizens, as proposed by a conservative class, 
whose sentiments are expressed in the recent 
message of the Governor of New Jersey, that— 
‘**The universality of suffrage is but an extension 
of an existing evil, the true remedy of which lies in 
| confining it to those who now have it or may obtain 
it under the existing law within a fixed period, and 
thereafter restricting suffrage to those who shall 


| possess some simple, reasonable, but intelligent 
qualification for its exercise.’’ 
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No, sir, we say; and all other civilized 
nations are gravitating with an irresistible force 
toward universal suffrage. Our free institu- 
tions and the polity of our Constitution guar- 
aunties the ballot to every citizen. The general 
welfare will not permit a State to neglect edu- 
cation and then * restrict suffrage.”’ 
escape is through the prompt action of Congress 
in behalfof the *‘ general welfare,’’ andin some 
such way as I propose to encourage the educa- 
tion of the people in the localities improvided 
with schools. 

Says Daniel Webster : 

‘The power over education is one of the powers of 
public police belonging essentially to government, 
it is one of those powers the exercise of which is 
indispensable to the preservation of society, to its 
integrity and its healthy action.’’ . me oe 
“Tt is evident, therefore, that popular cultivation, 

: diffusive and general as the numbers composing 
the Republic, is indispensable to the preservation of 
our republiean forms, and hence arises the great con- 
stitutional daty of the Government. It is the duty 


of self-preservation according to its actual mode of | 


existence, for the sake of the common good,” 


Mr. Speaker, I do not insist that this bill 
is the best that can be offered upon this subject, 
but | do earnestly invoke the attention of states- 
men to this question and implore them to give 
it immediate and practical attention, for I con- 
sider it first in importance to the nation of any 
question pending the action of this House or 
of Congress. If any plan can be devised more 
eflicient to accomplish the object of this bill, 
that of securing the stability of the Government 
and the liberty of the people through their 
intelligence, | am for it. 


NATIONAL PRESERVATION AS IMPORTANT AS NATIONAL 
PROTECTION, 


[ had hoped that perhaps the Committee 
on Edueation and Lakes would have submit- 
ted some proposition to the House in the in- 
terest | have been discussing, but as yet I have 
heard of nothing of the kind. I had hoped 
that perhaps a commission might be ordered 
to investigate the subject. We annually ap- 
propriate from twenty to thirty million dollars 
tor naval purposes, that we may have a few 
ships freighted with admirals and commo- 
dores and heavy ordnance to protect the honor 
und glory of the American flag in every part 
of the globe, and shall we appropriate nothing 
to freight impoverished ooh ignorant comimu- 
nities at home with the means of learning 
how they may best discharge their high and 
responsible duties as American citizens? We 
appropriate from thirty to fifty millions per 
annum without hesitation for the War De- 
mrtment, and for fortifications, rivers, har- 


bors, &c., and shall we make no provision | 
whatever against the force of moral and intel- | 


lectual darkness and ignorance, which are in- 
finitely more dangerous to human progress 
than any obstructions of nature? We paid 
$7,500,000 in gold for the snows of Alaska, 
and expend from one to two millions per an- 
num to takecare of them. Would it not have 


been vastly better for all the future interests 


of the country to have expended that amount | 


in educating the ignorant children of the coun- 
try who are holding up their helpless hands 
and appealing to us to aid them in making war 
upon their most dangerous enemies, and pre- 
serve them from lives of idleness, poverty, 
vice, misery, and crime? 

If so much good has been accomplished by 
the efforts of the Freedmen’s Bureau, and by 
private charitable contributions in the way of 
aiding in the establishment of schools, how 
much more might be accomplished by a sys- 
tematic and well-directed effort on the part of 
the Government with an expenditure of a mere 
fraction of the money we spend in experiments 
in ordnance, in iron-clad ships, and other means 
ot offensive and defensive warfare no more 
important to the general defense than the means 
of general education? 


CHARACTER OF CONGRESSIONAL LEGISLATION, 

Mr. Speaker, the ordinary subjects of con- 
gressional legislation are local in their nature 
and ephemeral intheircharacter. The measure 


The only | 








1ole nation and will benefit our interests in 
all time to come. The monuments we build 
or call into existence of wood, and marble, and 


granite, and bronze, and iron, and brass, will | 
| sooner or later crumble into ashes and resolve | 
themselves back into their original dust; but | 


the results of moral and intellectual improve- 
ment are as perpetual as the existence of the 
human soul itself, and extend beyond the 
confines of immortality. It cannot be that a 


| Congress which holds in the hollow of its hand 
| so much of the future destiny of humanity will 








refuse to accord to the subject of education the 
attention its importance demands. ‘The evil 
results of ignorance, like the dragon’s teeth 


| Springing up into armed men, will continue in | 


the future, as in the past, to invade the peace 
and threaten the very existence of the country 
unless effective means are taken to counteract 
them. No measures of reconstruction short 
of universal education will accomplish the 
objects we desire to see brought about in the 
South. Test-oaths and the imposition of tem- 
porary disabilities will not reconstruct the 
States recently in rebellion. The evil lies too 
deep to be corrected by such superficial schemes 
of national legislation. 


The rowdies who now control the city of | 


New York are but the skirmishers of the army 


of ignorance, vice, and brutality that threatens | 


to overrun the country. I appeal to the states- 
men of America to go to the fountain of the 
evils that now threaten to overrun us and that 
fill the future with apprehension and correct 


| them before they inflict upon us still greater 


injury. 


Mr. Speaker, the importance of the subject | 
must be my apology tor so long occupying the | 


attention of the House. 
NAVIGATION OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. Speaker, representing 
as I do a constituency deeply interested in the 
improvement of navigation in the Mississippi 
river and its tributaries, I should deem myself 
recreant to my duty should I fail at the present 
session of this Congress to urge immediate 
action looking to the adoption of such measures 
as will secure that end. While my own con. 
stituents have so great an interest in the im- 
provement of that river they are not more inter- 
ested than are all the people of the Northwest, 
and I may truly say that to a great extent such 


interest is common to all the people of the | 


Union. This great river, the finest in the world, 
has been too much neglected by the Gov- 
ernment. While many million dollars have 
been expended by Government in improving 
the bays and harbors of the Atlantic coast and 


of the great lakes, and many thousands more | 
have been expended upon insignificant rivers, | 


which in comparison with the Mississippi are 
mere rivulets percolating through the sands 
which form their beds, comparatively little has 


I oe in this bill is of importance to the | 
| Ww 
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been done to improve this river and the great | 


streams which flow into it. Whilethe Atlantic 


| and gulf sea-board does not exceed in extent | 


four thousand miles the Mississippi and its 
navigable tributaries present more than sixteen 
thousand miles of inland coast. 
region of country in extent greater than all the 
rest of the Union, and containing a popula- 
tion of more than twenty million people. 

But a few short years ago this vast region 
of country was uninhabited save by roving 
bands of Indians. The hardy pioneer has sub- 


dued the savage, felled its forests, plowed its | 


prairies, bridged its rivers, opened farms, built 


school-houses and churches, and belted it with | 


railroads and telegraphs. 

When the gentie Marquette, bearing the 
banner of the cross, emblem of peace and of 
that civilization of which he was so noble a 
type, burning with a desire to make known to 
the savage the name of him whose flag he bore, 
»lunged into the then wilderness of the West, 
be passed from the lakes across the portage 
to the Wisconsin, and launching his canoe 


It drains a | 





January 25, 


upon its waters floated to the Mississippi ang 
down the latter river to the mouth of the De 

Moines, and in all that long journey he ie 
neither face nor footprintof living man. Near|, 
all the vast region of the upper Mississippj oh 
then uninhabited, even by the Indian. Its y;,. 
gin soil had never been broken since the depar 

ure from it of that mysterious race which Je; », 

trace behind it to mark its civilization See 
what is contained in the mounds it reared and 
which still remain to excite our curiosity ay, 
challenge our inquiry. ' 

It is said of Marquette that when he reached 
the mouth of the Des Moines he fell in with g 
band of Indians, of whom he inquired their 
name and where they lived. Pointing to th, 
east across the Mississippi, they replied, “ \,, 
are Illinois,’’ which they interpreted to mean, 
‘* We are men.”’ 

Mr. Speaker, these were but the savages of 
the West. Before the advancing tide of ¢iy;|;. 
zation they have passed away to give place to 
the true ‘* Illinois,’’ the noblest type of human- 
ity, the anglo-American of to-day. Marquette 
was the first white man who looked upon the 
upper Mississippi or who was borne upon its 
waters. I*rom the time of his visit more than 
a century and a half passed away before white 
men in any considerable numbers emigrated 
to that region. But, sir, how rapidly within 
the last half century has the West grown in 
population and wealth. How rapidly has the 
scepter of power swept across the continent 
toward the setting sun! It has advanced unt! 
it has reached the spot where it will ever 
remain, in the valley of the Mississippi. 

in this great valley at no distant day will he 
centered the commerce, wealth, and power of 
this nation. Its richness of soil, variety of 
productions and of climate, make it the .most 
desirable abode for man upon the whole earth. 
Even inthis wonderful age of progress its growtl 
in population, wealth, and civilization is unsur- 
passed, nor has it been excelled in any age or 
in any country. Into this vast region during 
the present century has been poured the mighty 
tide of population trom the Old World and from 
the eastern States of the Union. And still this 
tide is unchecked in its onward flow. The 
States of the Northwest were the hope and 
succor of the nation in the day of its great and 
soretrial. When the hardy sons of the eastern 
States immigrated to their new homes they car- 
ried with them the civilization and Christianity 
of their childhood. They carried with them, 
too, that love of country which in their breasts 
ever lived second only in intensity to the love 
they bore their God. 

Sir, while I love the whole Union, and will 
yield to no man in my devotion to it, I trust I 
may be pardoned if upon this occasion I speak 
freely of the people of my own section of this 
vast country. I speak of them particularly 
because I desire to see justice done them. | 
remind you of their fidelity to all their obliga- 
tions as citizens, and of their justice to the 
Kast and to other sections of the Union, with 
the hope that I may secure justice for them. 
Sir, the gallant sons of the Northwest stood 
fast by the Union in the day when traitorous 
hands were raised to destroy it. From the 
prairies and the forests they came, and, like an 
avalanche, they swept down the Mississipp', 
up the Tennessee and the Cumberland, ani 
with Sherman they marched tothe sea. Others 
did well; all deserve the gratitude of their 
country; but history will record that these 
inscribed their names among the highest on tlc 
scroll of their country’s fame. But many who 
went out to the fight never returned. Around 
a hundred thousand hearthstones there are 
vacant chairs. More than a hundred thousan’ 
lie sleeping on distant battle-fields. Their 
blood has crimsoned the waters of the Missis- 
sippi, the Cumberland, and the Tennessee. 
They sleep upon the battle-fields made immor- 
tal by their undying valor. The long rll, the 
rattle of the musketry, the roar of the artillery, 
the shout of victory never shall ‘ awake them 
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eed ft named produced over one hundred and forty- || merit or praise that may be justly due to them, 
1e Dee west gave to their country that the Union might || one million bushels, or more than one half of || or to the enterprise and enersy of the men 
he say » and that liberty and free government might || the whole crop. The secretary of the lowa || who have built and are now operating hom. I 
Nearly per] etuated. F ; || Agricultural Society, in his report, states that || simply state a well-known fact when I say that 
Di was hen you of the East wanted your rivers and || the amount of wheat shipped from that State || in this country they have become vast monop 
ts vi improved for your commerce, your | by railroad during the year 1868 amounted to || olies. While in many parts of the country 
epar it, and your defense, they generously aided || a fraction less than nine million bushels. there is a large supply of roads within con 
lett and united with you in voting millions of the | In speaking of the products of the five upper || venient distance, and such as might, with a 
. ear. iblie moneys for that purpose. For years || Mississippi river States, which 1 have already | healthy competition, afford cheap freights to 
d and » have raised the great bulk of the agricul. mentioned, and of their magnitude in the year |! the shippers and at the same time a good 
Y and ral products of the country, and have paid || 1861 and the two following years, General || profit to the railroads, the latter, by com 
an} ‘reater part of their whole crop each year || Wilson says: ‘‘ ‘They not only contributed one || binations and consolidations, have so banded 
ached , transport it to market. This they have been || third in value to our entire exports, but gave || together to oppress and rob the people by 
with a rced to do while the great Father of Waters || employment upon the ocean to more than one || extortionate charges that in many places the) 
| the; lowed constantly by their very doors, and half of our entire American tonnage. which was |; have scarcely left a sufficient profit tor the pro- 
to t} ld, but for the obstructions in its channel, || equivalent to one fourth of all the tonnage of || ducer to justify him in shipping his product 
oW, and which could have been removed at a com- || all our transoceanic commerce.”’ | have || to market. With the improvement of the great 
mean naratively trifling cost, have borne their rich || referred thus briefly to the amount of some of || rivers this state of things must in a large 
rops to the sea-board at such rates as would || the products raised and exported by the States || degree pass away. With the life currents flow- 
res of have greatly added to their wealth and pros- || of the Northwest for the purpose of impressing || ing freely through these natural arteries, with 
Civili. nerity. upon this House the great importance of pro- || the obstacles to their navigation removed, and 
ace to lhe adoption of these measures which I urge || viding large facilities for the transportation of || with competition, as it ever must be, open and 
iman- ipon your attention will tend still further to || such a vast tonnage. free thereon to all, then, and not till then, will 
juette bind together in kindly union the North and || _ It will be observed that the products of the || the Mississippi valley have free and untram 
n the South, as it will facilitate intercourse and com- || States of the Northwest are such as are needed |! meled intercourse with the outer world. The 
On its merce between the two sections. It will assist | by the rest of the country and such as it must || Mississippi river is by treaty, by law, and in 
> than in enriching and strengthening the valley of || have, and that the sections of country at all || fact a great national public highway, forever 
white the Mississippi, until she shall stretch out her || dependent upon these States for breadstuffs are | free alike to the citizens and to the commerce 
trated mighty arms to either sea, and grasping in her || and must be greatly benefited by their cheap || ofall the States. It can never be subjected to 
vithin embrace the East and West, shall bind them || production and transportation. The same able || tolls or charges, and consequently all sums of 
wh in together in a bond of unity and love which || officer states that if the obstructions tothe nav- || money expended for its improvement must be 
as the they will never have the will or power to break. || igation of the Mississippi river were removed || in a good degree to the common advantage of 
tinent if we would perpetuate this Union we must || a bushel of wheat could be transported by that || all the citizens of the Union. 
{until adopt such measures as will facilitatecommerce || route from the upper Mississippi to New York With the obstructions to its navigation r 
ever id intercourse between the different sections. || fifteen cents cheaper than by rail, and that the || moved freights could be transported upon it at 
Otherwise sectional interest will in the future || losses by detention and accidents on the lower || a very low rate, and would always by competi 
rill be be the rock upon which the Republic will be || or Des Moines rapids alone amount to the sum |! tion remain only at a fair living profit to the 
er of ven, and God grant that upon that rock she || of $500,000 per annum, and that to cover extra || carrier. This would necessarily be so, for the 
ty of way not be wrecked ! hazards by reason of these obstructions an || reason that competition being open and free 
most ltis by intercourse and an interchange of || additional insurance of thirty-five per cent. of || would of itself secure such a result. Not so, 
arth, products that people come to know oneanother || the usual rates is demanded. It will be ob- || however, with railroads. These are severally 
rowth intimately. Itis by such means that a unity || served that the estimated loss of $500,000 per |} owned and operated by a single corporation, 
nsur- of interest is secured between sections of coun- || annum applies to only one obstruction and to || and the ownersare left free to charge such rates 
we or try widely separated and which would other- || the freight actually passing upon the river, || as they may see fit, regulating such charges only 
uring wise have nothing in common. Sir, a wise || taking no account of the vast amount diverted || by one standard—the ability of the shipper to 
ighty statesmanship will constantly have in view, as || from this natural outlet because of such ob- || pay. 
| from one of the most important objects to be accom- | structions. If in 1868 Iowa exported by rail Sir, the great body of the people of the North 
I thi ished in this country, the furnishing of the |} more than eight million bushels of wheat it || west are a thousand miles from the sea; they 
The heapest and best possible facilities for com- || was because of the hazard and delays in ship- || have for the purpose of improving their con 
. and merece between its various parts. How else || ment by the Mississippi river occasioned by the || dition and to secure cheap and rapid transit to 
t and shall we bind together in one, as with bands of || obstructions in its channel. The fact that vast || the sea-board given liberally of their means to 
stern iron, this mighty empire, destined as it is to || quantities of freight are shipped by the river, || aid inthe construction of railroads. Thousands 
y car- spread and widen unul it shall encompass the || notwithstanding all the obstacles to be over- || of them have given so liberally as almost to 
anity land washed by the four oceans of North || come in its navigation, is sufficient proof that || reduce them to bankruptcy. They have done 
hem, America? | if once freed from these it would do a great || this with the fond hope that when the roads 
‘easts Let us, however, come a little closer to the || part of the carrying trade and at an immense || should be built the disadvantages of their in 
love subject, that we may form some just estimate || saving to the producer. Not only would the | terior location would be overcome ; they have 
of the great loss the States of the Northwest || saving be upon the crops exported, but the || given with the expectation that when the rail 
will have already sustained owing to obstructions || people would be benefited by the cheapening || roads should be completed and in full and 
‘ust | to navigation in the Mississippi river, and || of freights upon what they buy abroad. successful operation the great productiveness 
peak which might be removed, as shown by the re- |} Having spoken of the amount of wheat ex- || and wealth of their soil would enable them to 
this ports of the Government engineers, at a cost || ported by rail from Iowa in the year 1868, I || compete successfully with their brethren on 
larly really trifling compared with the great advan- || deem it proper to state that her whole crop for || poorer lands though nearer to market. 
ae tages to be eeiead From the report of that || that year amounted to twenty million bushels. I regret to say these fond expectations have 
liga- able and accomplished engineer officer of the || The same year Minnesota produced fourteen |) not been realized. Searcely had they warmed 
» the Government, General J. H. Wilson, havingin || millions, Wisconsin twenty-two millions, and || these corporations into lile and made them 
with charge the survey andimprovement of the Rock |} Hlinois twenty-eight millions. During the || strong and vigorous before the managers com 
hem. Island and Des Moines rapids in the Mississippi || same year Illinois produced corn to the amount || bined together for their impoverishment. By 
stood . river, and which report was made in the year || of one hundred and thirty-four million bushels, || their extortionate charges they have wrung the 
rOus i866, it appears that he estimates that the five || Iowa sixty-five millions, Wisconsin twelve mil- || very life-blood from the farmers of the North- 
1 the States of Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, Iowa, || lions, and Minnesota eight millions. When || west, while they have grown rich and insolent. 
ce an : and Minnesota, all bordering upon the river, || we consider the amount exported by river and I say now and here that the oppressive and 
ippi, ‘‘annually furnish from one third to one half |! by rail it is safe to say that these four States || extortionate charges of the railroads of the 
and ofall the produce grown in the United States.’’ || exported more than forty million bushels of || country are a disgrace to a free and enlightened 
thers Among the leading productions which he men- || wheat in a single year and untold millions of || people. The oppression and wrong is greater 
their tions are wheat, corn, beef, and pork. bushels of corn. The annual commerce of the || and more deeply felt by the people of the 
hese 'he Commissioner of Agriculture, in his || Mississippi valley is estimated to reach the || Northwest than in other sections, because they 
nt report for the year 1868, estimates the whole || enormous sum of two billions of dollars; and || are further from market. They have further 
who corn crop of the United States for that year at ] General Wilson estimates that the productions || to transport their crops than have other sec 


mor: 


nine hundred and six million bushels. Of this | 


mount he estimates that the States of Illinois, 
Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
‘itanesota, and Iowa produced over four hun- 
dred and sixty-five million bushels, being more 
‘han half the entire corn crop of the whole 
country. He also estimates the wheat crop of 


of the five States bordering upon the upper 
Mississippi amounted in value in the year 1866 
to more than eight hundred and eighty mil- 
lion dollars. 

The annual loss sustained by the States of 
the upper Mississippi alone, in consequence of 
the obstruction of the river at the rapids, is 


tions of the Union, and further to pay freight 
upon what they buy upon the sea-board. lor 
these reasons there exists the greater necessity 
that they should at the earliest possible day 
have a channel of communication with the 


| sea, ample in capacity and open to all, by 
| which they may at all times secure cheap 


, the the country for the same year to amount to two |! estimated to reach the sum of $10,000,000. | transportation to and from the markets of th 
lery, hundred and twenty-four million bushels, and Mr. Speaker, while I would not disparage || world. 
hem that of this amount the eight States I have |! the railroads or seek to take from them any |! The improvement of the Mississippi river 








768 


being properly and only a national work, the 
people come to the Government because they 
lave nowhere else to go fora redress of the griev- 
ous wrongs under which they now suffer. They 
ask that a generous Government, ever solicit- 
ous for the welfare of its citizens, will carry 
out such measures for the improvement of the 


Mississippi river as will forever make it what || 
nature designed it should be—the great artery | 


of the Mississippi valley, upon which for all 
time to come may eal float its commerce 
and wealth. 

Sir, before proceeding further upon this occa- 
sion let me mention some of the obstructions 
to navigation which ought at once to be re- 
moved trom the rivers of the West. lirstamong 
them I mention those found in the Missis- 
sippi, because I believe the improvement of 
(hat stream to be the most important. Its 
principal and greatest need is the improve- 
ment of its two chains of rapids, known asthe 
Ktock Island and the Des Moines. Next to 
these in importance is the improvement of the 
channel at the mouth of the river. From the 
beginning these chains of rapids have stood 
as barriers to navigation except in seasons of 
high water. The lower, or Des Moines, extend 
a distance of about eleven miles up the river 
from the eity of Keokuk, lowa. The plan 
adopted by the Government for their improve- 
ment is by the construction of a ship-canal, 
with locks, the canal to be three bondiond feet 
in width. 

the chains of rapids known as the Rock 

island rapids begin ator near the city of Rock 
Island, Illinois, and extend up the river about 
fourteen miles, these latter being wholly unlike 
the former. ‘The difference is best stated in 
the language of General Wilson’s report, to 
which | have heretofore called your attention 
aud to which I beg leave again to refer. He 
SUuys: 
* Whilein the Des Moines rapids we find auniform 
depth and width throughout their entire length, 
varying only in depth and width of comparatively 
insignificant fissures or channels, we have in the 
liock Island rapids true ‘reefs’ or ‘chains’ obstruct- 
ing navigation for a short distance each, and sepa- 
rated by deep intervals or ‘pools’ from six to thirty 
feet in depth, Of the fourteen miles between the 
head and foot of the rapids nearly eleven miles 
afford good navigation in the lowest stages, the ob- 
structed portions covering adistance of alittle more 
than three miles.” 

The system of improvement adopted for the 
tock Island rapids is by ‘‘ coffer-dams,’’ cov- 
ering that portion of the ‘‘reefs”’ or ‘* chains’”’ 
which lie across the channel, and blasting out 
and removing these from the channel so as to 
give it a width of two hundred and fifty feet. 
lt is expected that when these improvements 
ure completed vessels drawing six feet of water 
can pass at all seasons from the lower Missis- 
sippi to Rock Island, and that all vessels draw- 
ing four feet can pass in like manner from 
Rock Island to the Falls of St. Anthony. While 
considerable sums of money have been already 
expended upon these two works, it will at once 
be seen that what has thus far been expended 
will be almost entirely worthless and without 


completed. 

It is estimated that the sum of $1,500,000 
will complete these great works; and if appro- 
priated at an early Ser that consummation so 
dear to the people of the West may be reache 
within the present year. 

l‘or removing bars at the mouth of the river 
and other improvements in its navigation the 
further sum of $500,000 is needed at once. 
While I have thus far confined myself to the 
improvements imperatively demanded for the 
ne river, | would not disparage the 
claims of other western rivers. 1 know that 
the Ohio, Llinois, and Wisconsin need liberal 
appropriations, and need them now; and I 
earnestly hope they will receivethem. To the 


accomplishment of that end I will cheerfully 
give my vote and my services. 

Mr. Speaker, this Government has donated 
more than thirty-eight million acres of the pub- 
lic lands to promote the construction of wagon- 


| 








| 


1 


roads and railroads and for other purposes of 
internalimprovement. ‘To the Pacific railroad 
alone, in addition to the millions of acres of 


land donated, the Government has given its | 
bonds amounting to more than sixty million | 


dollars. And yet the Mississippi river, the 


| natural channel of commerce for fourteen great 


States, has been but little improved in its navi- 
gation since the day when De Soto first looked 
upon its swelling flood or Marquette bore upon 
its tide the banner of the cross. Thus much 


| of the present. 








Let us now turn for a moment to the future 
of the West. Its magnitude, its greatness we 
may not measure; we can but approximate ; 
and even our feeble attempts at approxima- 
tion but show our inability to grasp its mighty 
problem. Something of its coming glory we 
may see in the present; but how little! In 
speaking of the wheat grown west of the Mis- 
sissippi the Commissioner of Agriculture, in 
his report for the year 1868, says: 

. The progress of wheat-growing westward is a 
significant feature of our agriculture. In nine years 


since 1859, it has been out!of all proportion to the 
increase of population in the same section. West 


of the Mississippi in 1859 the quantity harvested was | 


about twentyfive million bushels; in 1867 it had in- 
ereased to sixty-five million bushels, and in 1868 the 
product was seventy million bushels. Nine years 
ago the proportion produced was but fourteen per 
cent.; now it is thirty per cent. of the total product. 
At this rate of increase more than half of the wheat 
of the country ere many years shall elapse will be 
grown west of the Mississippi.” 


This, Mr. Speaker, is what the Commissioner 


| of Agriculture says touching a single cereal, the 


growth of which west of the Mississippi is but 
in its early infancy, as will be seen by a single 


glance at the public domain yet unsold. On | 


the 30th day of June, 1868, there remained 
unsold of the public lands more than fourteen 
hundred million acres, the greater part of which 


lie west of the Mississippi,and areequalinextent | 


to eighteen times the area of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

Sir, what wealth will this vast region add to 
the nation when it shall be 


find its natural outlet by way of the Mississippi 
river. 


Sir, what is needed to filk up the States | 
bordering upon this river and the States and | 
Territories lying to the west of it with popula- | 
| tion and wealth? I answer, more than anything 


else, cheap transportation. In this result the 
Kast is largely interested. 
the consumers of the Kast would get cheaper 


provisions. In fact everything they buy of us 


would be cheaper, and we of the West woald | 
be benefited by cheap freights upon what we | 


sell to them and upon what they sell to us. 
Thus will the burdens of the producer be 
lightened, an object ever to be had in view by 
the true statesman and lover of his country. 
It is upon the producing classes that all the 


who can lighten the load or add to the wages 
of labor must ever be regarded as a public 
benefactor. The producers are the wealth and 
glory of the State. 
foster their industries should be our constant 
care. Upon their prosperity depends the suc- 
cess in great measure of all others. When 
they prosper the country prospers. If their 
labor fails to yield a rich reward the whole 
country suffers, and bankruptcy and ruin is the 
result. The States of the Mississippi valley 
pay more than half of the taxes to sustain this 
Government. This they do out of the surplus 
remaining to them after submitting to the 
extortionate charges imposed upon them by 
the railroad companies for the transportation of 
their products to the sea-board. It should be 
the pleasure of every honorable gentleman 
upon this floor, by his vote and by his influence 
to do all in his power to aid in a work so national 
in its character, so wide-reaching in its results, 
calculated as it is to benefit and bless so man 
of our countrymen. I may truly say that 


eopled with a | 
thrifty and intelligent population? Its mines | 
will be developed, its broad acres will be cul- | 
tivated, and all the wealth of its products will | 


With cheap freights || 


| burdens of Government ultimately rest, and he || 


To guard, protect, and || 


| 
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know of no expenditure that can be 
the Government involving so little outlay froy 
which so great results will flow as from the 
improvement of the Mississippi river and j,, 
tributaries. , 

Considering our present population and ¢}, 
ratio of increase in the past, he who lives ,¢,, 
years hence may see in the Mississippi yal]c, 
more than sixty million people. Sir, ho, 
vast will be its power aa wealth and how 


made by 


| boundless itscommerce! Long preceding th; 


day the Darien canal will have been completed, 
and through its channel the waters of the Atlan, 
tic and Pacific will flow in fond embrace, ey. 


_blematic of that peace and concord that gshq}| 


mark the trade and commerce of the East and 


| West, as it shall pass and repass upon that grea: 


highway of nations. I trust, too, that the day is 
near at hand when a ship-canal will be com. 
pleted from the Mississippi to the great lakes, 
Mr. Speaker, I have thus, to the extent of 
my poor ability, presented some of the views 
that have occurred to me upon this great sy})- 
ject. If in anything I have appeared to }. 
over-zealous for my own section, I trust it wil] 
not be attributed to a want of due consideratioy 
for other portions of the country but rather to 
the intense love I bear the West. With hey 


| my earliest recollections and associations are 


connected. I love her generous and open. 
handed people. I love her broad prairies and 
wide flowing rivers, and if I seem to love her 
people most it is because I know them best. 

Sir, 1 look forward with hope to the time 
when her products shall enrich the commerce 
of every sea. [ live in prospect of the coming 
day, when it shall truly be said of her: 

‘*On every sea she spreads her sail 
And yokes her chariots to the gale.” 

When the avenues of her commerce shall be 
opened wide; and when throughout her whole 
extent the glittering share of the husbandman 
shall turn the rich furrows, over which shal! 
wave golden harvests to feed earth’s hungry 
millions throughout Christendom, then, indeed, 
will she be the garden of the world, the strength 
and glory of the Republic. 


REVENUE REFORM. 


Mr. FINKELNBURG. A great nation, Mr. 
Speaker, may in case of necessity bear a heavy 
burden of taxation with comparative ease, pro- 
vided that burden is well adjusted ; but failing 
in this, it is sure to injure the body-politic and 
produce suffering among the people. I presume 
it was this fact which led the President in his 
late message to suggest the advisability of mod- 
ifying the tariff ‘‘in instances where unjust or 
burdensome discriminations are made by the 
present laws.”’ 

It is geaerally admitted that the following 
two rules are essential to every wholesome sys- 


| tem of taxation: 


First. Citizens ought to contribute to the 
support of the Government in proportion to 
their means. 

Second. Taxes ought to be so arranged as 
to take out of the people’s pockets as little as 


| possible over and above that which goes into 


the public Treasury. 
It is a notorious fact that our present tax 
ation under the tariff fails in both these princ:- 


| ples. Indeed, it is one of the avowed objects 
_ of many provisions in the present tariff that a 


small portion of its proceeds may go into the 
Treasury while a much greater portion flows 
into the purses of those who are engaged in 
occupations established as ‘‘ primers by 
law, and this has been called protection \ 
American industry. Let us see how it oper 
ates in some of its more important features. 
PIG-IRON. . , 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania in his 
recent remarks on this subject told us that 
the duty on pig-iron had been eminently suc- 
cessful as a revenue measure. -I confess that 
this statement, coming from one so conversant 
with tariff matters, surprised me much. 

The tariff on foreign iron is nine dollars per 
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: 1d, or about eleven dollarsin currency, 
“bh enables the American manufacturer to 


nh Chic 


+ amount to the price of his own prod- | 


This is the object of that duty, and he 
o that the tax is paid by the consumer 
home-made article as well as on the 
Now we use about sixteen tons of 


-of this iron tax $144 to the iron manu- 
rer for each nine dollars paid into the 
eyry. In other words, of this tax sixteen 

eenths goes to the benefit of private par- 


ican iron to one of foreign; therefore we | 


d only one seventeenth to the benefit of | 


(Government. 
‘uring the last fiscal year the people paid 
. sixteen million dollars in taxes on the 
tion of pig-iron, but the revenue 
ived only $1,199, 762. Where did the other 
00,000 go to? ~They went in the s!| 
unties to the iron manufacturer. Now, 
‘is is the learned gentleman’s idea of an 
nently suecessful revenue measure he differs 
lely from most people’s simple notions on 
¢ subject. We pay these bounties in the 
‘ee of every article made out of iron, and 
all consume iron in some shape. We pay 
n all implements of mechanical industry, 
man engine to a hammer; we pay it upon 
ry article of agricultural industry, from a 
per to a plow; we pay it upon every article 
‘domestic comfort, from a stove to the 
vallest household utensil. 


y) 


n ump 
} 





lape 





it ig no excuse to say that this high duty | 


yust be levied or American iron manufactures 
must stop. The duty will admit of a consid- 
rable reduction without infringement on this 
nportant industry. The price of iron is from 

thirty-six to forty dollars per ton. Iron is 
anufactured in my district at a cost of twenty- 

dollars a ton, and can be produced for less. 

am informed that in Tennessee it can be 

nade for nineteen, in Alabama for sixteen, 
Indiana twenty-two, and in Wisconsin for 
twenty-three dollars per ton, while in Penn- 
ylvania the cost of production ranges a little 
higher. Now, foreign iron of similar qual- 
y cannot be delivered here for any such 
es duty free. So that the duty of nine 








ric 


simply a question of profit and not of exist- 
ence. A moderate but substantial reduction 


dollars gold is to the American manufacturer || 


an be made without closing a single fur- | 
nace or lessening the wages of a single work- 


man. Its effect will be to lessen the profits of 
the iron-mastersand the burdens of the people. 

While upon this subject of iron one word as 
to its correlative, steel, which occupies nearly 
two columns of the speech of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. He evidently considers 
the manufacture of this article in the United 
States of peculiar importance, and so do I; 
but we differ widely as to the proper mode of 
encouraging that industry. I do not pretend 
to be as deep in the science of metallurgy as 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, who tells 
us that fire is the nervous power and iron and 
steel the muscles of modern civilization, but T 
know a few simple facts. I know that steel is 
manufactured out of iron, that iron is its chief 
component part, and that the successful pro- 
duction of steel in competition with England 
must therefore depend upon the price of the 
iron out of which it is manufactured. To my 
mind a wholesome reduction of the duty on 
iron, and a consequent reduction of the price 
of that article, would have a wonderful effect 
in stimulating the manufacture of steel and 
bessemer rails to the total defeat of all foreign 
competition, 

; WOOLEN GOODS. 

Now let us glance at the tariff on woolen 
goods. On many articles of cloth in common 
use 1t is Over one hundred and twenty-five per 
cent. ad valorem, so high that their importa- 


clothing and upon every 
self and his family, anc it 
tain his Government or to redue 
debt, but for the private benefit of th 
ufacturer. 
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I do not know whether it is pretended that 
such duties are necessary to sustain-the wool 


manufactures of our country. I know that they 
have existed in this country for over tw 


dred years, and have increased and flourished 


i 


» hon 


Lulim 


; : + 
| through long periods of free trade. I know also 


that some of the most prominent manufacturers 





themselves have but lately admitted th 
enormous duties to be unnecessary ; but what 
ever the fact may be, I venture to suggest t! 
any industry which requires 


oO unnatural and 


oppressive a burden upon the people to keep 
Opp . : + upon | I 
it alive 1s no benefit to the country i had 
much better be diverted into some more profit 
atte alemneusl : 
avie Cuannel. 

Now as to salt—an article not only of dai 
necessity in every man’s family, but an import 


ant element of cost in the great industries of 
pork, beef, and provision ing, as 
a fertilizer for the cotton fields of the 
the duty on foreign salt ranges from one hun- 


dred to one hundred and seventy per cent., 


pack well as 


i 


South— 


| and is the highest of all duties on articles of 


| it here ? 


necessity. Why this enormous tax onan arti- 
cle which no economy or poverty can avoid ; 
an article, too, of which nature has furnished 
an inexhaustible ready supply in countries not 
far from us, requiring only the labor to bring 
It is for the avowed purpose of pro- 


| tecting a single manufactory of salt in this 
country, which by its own admissions is not 


| ton, but to a private treasury in the 


only realizing extraordinary profits on this 
privilege, but which is rewarding the kindness 
of the American people by selling its products 
cheaper in Canada, where foreign salt is ad- 


mitted free, than to our own citizens; thereby | 


proving conclusively that the duty is not neces- 
sary to enable them to carry on the manufac- 


with foreign importations. 

As we use much more American than foreign 
salt, the greater portion of this onerous tax 
goes not into the public Treasury at Washing- 
State of 


| New York. 


OTHER INSTANCES. 
These are some of the more prominent and 
familiar examples of how the present tariff 


| makes the people pay much while the Govern- 


tion has ceased; hence the Government derives | 


Lo revenue from them, while the amount of the 
‘ax 1s nevertheless paid by the consumer in the 
shape of enhanced prices to our manufacturers. 
lhe laboring man pays it upon every article of 
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ment receives little, but it runs all through the 
system. I recently received a letter from one 
of my constituents complaining of the duty on 
morphine, an article of absolute necessity to 
every physician. Upon examination I find the 
duty to be $2 50, gold, perounce! ‘This daty 
being prohibitory, no morphine is imported ; 
the Government receives no benefit from this 
enormous tax, while the pockets of certain 
New York and Philadelphia manufacturers 
are filled. I also received a petition signed by 
the soap and glass manufacturers of my city, 
complaining of the duties on the crude sodas. 
The following is an extract from a letter ac- 
companying the petition, which explains itself: 

‘Previous to the war the soda products entered 
duty free, inasmuch as they were used only for man- 
ufacturing purposesand could not be produced here 
profitably without protection, and then only from 


| foreign material; since which time, however, a duty 


|| every family or individual without distinetion. 





is imposed on soda-ash of half a cent per pound; 
caustic soda, one cent and a half per pound; sal-soda 
half a cent per pound; bicarbonate soda onecent and 
a half per pound; bleaching-powder, thirty cents 
per pound, all gold, yielding a revenue which affects 
every consumer in the country, or in other words 
All 
of these articles enter the arts as an indispensable 
base for the production of others of absolute neces- 
sity. 

* Three fourths of all the soda-ash, sal-soda, and 
caustic soda imported is used in the manufacture of 
soap and the balance for various manufacturing pur- 
poses. Bicarbonate of sodaisused largely for baking- 
powder and inthearts. Bleaching-powder or chlo- 
ride of lime is used extensively as a bleaching mate- 
rial for cotton and woolen fabrics a valuablo 
disinfectant. 

** Excepting bleaching-powder and soda-ash all of 
these are made in this country by one concern only, 


an 
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| taxed high ; 


and 
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i 6s 
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t nt of every class pay a nnual 
tribute, bes ibutingtotherevenue a mere! v 
neo al « } 
nor ul im, wi without a duty would stimulate 
manu scture eyond our own boundaries. As t 
industry of t ntry is notenhanced by such 
t LION man ’ s are prevented from se: 
their] iu I ad incompetition with f 
makers, much to t rdctriment, without givi 
Grover ent mensurate w : 
nu Ww iT 1 t it a I mu 
ti ur 1 i 
‘ ! 4} ‘ 
ouch, then, IS 1 Character ot ourtarifi tha 
while it Oppresses the people with heavy tax 
*. . 1,7 aa ‘ ‘ +? ‘ 1 
it yieids pt littie to the Government. Suel is 
the natural result of the so-called protective 
a 3 3 ivowedly a polhcy lor private inter 
( 1G for revenue: it is class legishn 
tion, andas such deserves to be odious: j re 
\ 
+ , ; } - ; 
2% ti i few at the expense ol the many 


certain pet ndustries at the expense 
li the western farmer wishes to buy 
, a yard of which in the markets of the 
world is worth a bushel of his wheat, this 
tariff compels him to paytwo bushels for it, 
aud the extra bushel and the labor which pro- 
duced it goes not to the Treasury but to the 
protected cloth manufacturer. Every mechanic 
who buys tools must pay three day’s wages for 
that which but for this tariff he might get for 


| two, and the extra day’s wages goes to the 


protected iron and steel manufacturer. Thus 
we pay tribute to somebody from morning till 
night; the clothes we wear, the tools with 
which we work, the great appliances of indus 

try, agricultural and mechanical machinery, 
needle and thread, the salt with which we sea 

son our daily bread, everything that enters into 
the construction of railroads and ships, where 

by our products are carried to market—all are 
subject to tribute; we pay forthem first their 


natural market value, and next a bounty into 


the pocket of the privileged manufacturer 


Now, there is no obje ction to that part of the 
tariff which brings money into the Treasury 
rhe public debt must be paid and the peop! 


are willing to be taxed for it; but just where 


. | tariff ceases to produce revenue for the Gov 
ture, and that they can successfully compete || spt MO che e fo : 


ernment and furnishes bounties to the man 
ufacturer it becomes objectionable. In other 
words, arevenue tariff is proper and legal, but 
a tariff to further private interests at the expense 
of the revenue is obnoxious and in my opinion 
unconstitutional. 

THE TARIFF INATES IN 

But now let us see how the tariff conforms 
to the other requisite of wholesome taxation 
before mentioned, namely: citizens ought to 
contribute according to their means; in other 
words, luxuries used by the wealthy should be 
necessaries of life, which the poor- 
est should have, should be taxed low. 

Under our present tariff the duty upon coarse 
cloth, such as is used by the poor, is one hun- 
dred and thirty-five per cent., while upon fine 
cloth, used by the rich, it is but forty-five ; 
upon cheap cotton dress goods one hundred 
twenty-five per cent.; upon silks and 
satins, sixty. A woolen undershirt, such as is 
used by a workingman, pays ninety-seven per 
cent., 


DISCRIM FAVOR OF THE RICH, 


and a common blanket one hundred 
and forty; a fine camel-hair shawl but thirty- 
five ; a common rug one hundred and twenty- 
seven per cent.; Brussels carpet sixty-nine ; 


| salt one hundred and seventy; champagne 


sixty. 
Now, what is the secret of this beautifal, 
statesmanlike discrimination? It is that our 


‘| tariff has been adjusted not upon the broad 


principles of justice to the people, but upon 
the narrow principle of profit to the American 
mhnufacturer. Wherever there was a manu 
facturer to protect there was a pressure upon 
Congress for high duties, while the luxuries 
which are not manufactured here were left to 
take care of themselves. 
PROTECTION THEORIES. 

And what benefits do we derive from this 
protective tariff system, which discriminates 
in favor of the rich and which takes from the 
| people much while it yields to the Govern- 
| ment little? The protectionist will tell you it 








is necessary in order that our manufactures 
may be maintained ; that these institutions can- 
not compete with foreign productions, &c. In 
cases, as before shown, this is a mere 
pretext by which Congress is from year to 
year worried into granting additional profits. 
i do not believe that manufacturing would 
decrease in the aggregate by even the most 

veeping reduction in the tariff, for it erip- 
ples more industries than it aids ; but if it is 
true that a specific manufacturer cannot carry 
on his business without a prohibitory tariff 
giving him an exclusive monopoly, if it is 
really a losing business to that extent, the 
question arises whether he ought to follow it 
und ask other people to make up his losses 
and pay him a profit besides? 1s any man 
entitled to carry on a losing business by draw- 
ing upon the fruits of other people’s industry, 
and if he does, is the country benefited by it? 

A colony of twenty-five men settle upon an 
island in the Pacific ocean. Twenty-four of 
them select occupations which are adapted to 
the climate anfl circumstances of the island, 
and are therefore self-sustaining and profitable. 
‘The twenty-fifth man insists upon carrying on 
an occupation which does not pay ; but he says 
we must have a diversified industry, and de- 
mands that all the others shall contribute to 
him of their earnings enough to make up his 
losses and a profit besides. Here you 
protection in a nutshell ; and what is the effect? 
In the first place the twenty-four men lose in- 
dividually so much of the fruits of their industry 
as they are obliged to contribute to the twenty- 
fifth man. ‘The total production or wealth of 
the colony is decreased, for one of its mem- 
bers is engaged in a losing business when he 
might be employed in a profitable one. The 
twenty-fifth man alone is benetited more or less 
to the extent of the profits which he is able to 
draw out of the pockets of his fellow-colonists. 

Sir, a tariff can never increase the total pro- 
duction or wealth of a country; it can only 
change its distribution. The increased price 
paid the manufacturer is taken out of the 
pockets of others; it redistributes, and, worse 
than that, its tendency is to concentrate wealth ; 
but the aggregate remains the same, for what is 
added to one class of production is taken from 
another, and no general gain arises. 

WAGES. 

The protectionist also tells you that a high 
tariff brings high wages to the workingman. 
There may be a nominal increase, but no real 
benefit; for of what, I ask, does the value of 


‘ 
most 


wages consist—of the number of dollars or of | 


what they will buy? High wages and high 
prices are no better than low wages and low 
prices. On the contrary, they may be worse, 
as our present tariff shows; for during seven 
years of protection prices of necessaries of life 
have advanced ninety per cent. and wages but 
sixty. To talk to the workingman of high wages 
in view of these facts is promising him a loaf 
and giving him a stone. 

it is not true that the average wages of labor 
in a country can be increased by a protective 
tariff. Certain enterprises may be stimulated 
and make much show, but it is done at the 
expense of others. Capital and labor may be 
concentrated upon certain enterprises, but 
only by withdrawing them from others. The 
general wages fund is not increased, because 
ihe aggregate production of the country is not 
increased ; but labor is withdrawn from profit- 
able self-sustaining employment, where it 
already commanded high wages, to unprofit- 
able employment where the same rate of wages 
can only be maintained by contributions from 
others. The continual strikes and disturb- 
ances, also, which take place in the manufac- 
turing districts indicate very clearly that while 
proprietors may be realizing handsome profits 
out of the tariff the employés are receiving 
but little benefit from it. 

TUR VALUR OF COMMERCE AND EXCHANGES. 

Nor does it follow that by buying articles 

from abroad we are supporting foreign labor 


to the injury of our own. 


It is simply exchang- 
ing the products of our own labor for that of 
the foreigner; each one producing that which 
from the circumstances under which he lives he 
can produce best and cheapest. Tor instance, 
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it seems that we can outdo Europe in the man- || 


| ufacture of fire-arms, while Europe can outdo 
Why should we not exchange | 


us in cutlery. 


the one for the other, to the mutual advantage | 


of both? Again, if Europe can make a yard 
of cloth for one dollar while we cannot make 


it for less than two, why should we not buy | 
Kuropean cloth for American flour, which we | 


can produce cheaperthan Europe? If, on the 


contrary, we insist upon making cloth ourselves 
we simply pay two dollars to obtain by direct 
production what we might obtain for one dol- 
lar by indirect production; or, in other words, 
it will take two days’ labor to produce directly 
what we might produce by exchange for oue 


day’s labor. 


Such is the value of a well-adapted system 
of exchanges, and in a flourishing commerce 
is to be found the true prosperity of our coun- 
try. Dut the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
Says: 


** However free their institutions may be, a people || 


who cannot supply their own demand for iron and 
teel, but purchase it from foreigners beyond seas, 





| are notindependent; nor istheir dependence merely | 
/ commercial; they are politically dependent.” 


If this sentiment is true, oh how much more | 


lave |) 


dependent must Mngland be upon us; for it 


| looks to us for that which is more necessary 


even thaniron; 


| America. 





it cannot supply its own bread- | 


stuffs, and obtains them in great part from | 


in the sense that the gentleman would have 
us be. Nature in its organic laws has divided 


| its bounties among the various countries, bear- 


ing different gifts to each, and thus laying the 
foundation for that commerce which the wants 


| of civilization have constantly increased and 


which is beneficial to all. 

This whole theory of protection to certain 
occupations is a transparent tissue of fallacies, 
which cannot be hidden by appeals to prejudice 
in the shape of one hundred and two allusions 
to England, Lritish subjects, and provinces 
which | find in the remarkable speech of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, not to speak of 
the settlement of the Alabama claims, which 


| the ingenious gentleman has in some way made 
| to depend upon the tariff on iron. 


The ery for revenue reform cannot be stifled 


| by such tactics, nor by the unscrupulousattacks 
| upon the personal character of the Commis- 


Sir, there is no nation independent || 





sioner of the Revenue, in which the gentleman | 


from Pennsylvania so fondly indulges. Such 
exhibitions generally betray a weak cause and 
a desire to avoid a tair and impartial inquiry 
into the real merits of a controversy. 

The designs of Government should be equal 
justice and protection to all; then it is a biess- 
ing; but when Government begins to discrim: 


inate between its citizens, when it establishes | 


privileged occupations supported by Govern- | 


ment patronage, and takes the fruits of indus- 
try out of one man’s pocket and puts it into 
the pockets of another, then it becomes an 
instrument of injustice and oppression. 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION. 

I know it is customary now to ignore the 
constitutional question involved ; but I reit- 
erate without hesitation the opinions heretofore 
expressed by leading statesmen, that a tariff 
laid for protection is wholly unconstitutional, 
wholly foreign to the powers delegated to the 
Federal Government. The Constitution author- 
izes the levying of duties for revenue purposes 
only; and while this power may authorize rev- 
enue with incidental protection, it does not 
authorize protection with incidental revenue. 
Moreover, I deny the right of any legislative 
body whatever to appropriate the earnings of 
one citizen for the benefit of another; to my 
mind this is legislative spoliation of private 
property. 

PROTECTION DEFEATS ITSELF. 
Rut while upon the one hand I would not 


— ee 
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foster any manufacturing industries py 


cial process like a hot-house plant Seon . DY Mr 
other hand I would do nothing to destroy autts 
eminent usefulness where they arise 3. 4 Mr 
natural growth of the country. And as a {, By € 
an 


to these legitimate manufacturing indys:,;, Y, 
denounce the present tariff, for in its enor... Oa 
it defeats itself and injures the general |; Pee 


trial interests of the land which it profess, ; " uted | 
benefit. First, we protect raw materia]. 9, e Mh 
so the manufacturer of the first-class y. , rs 
works up the raw material is exposed ty | ay 
unless he is in turn protected. But the artic! Fi 


which he manufactures are in turn used jy | 


production of other articles, so that the mar aed 
ufacturer of the second class must be protec, ar 
from the protection of the manufacturer of; Mf 
| first class; and so on from one to another, ¢,, eS a 
most articles of manufacture pass through 0 
number of stages before they reach the ey». nit 
sumer, Re 
The wool-grower is protected on his woo) 5 
and therefore exposes to loss the manufac. ae 
turer of cloth, and every other article of which : Re & 
| wool is a component part, unless he is pro. ton ¥ 
tected. The same is true of jute, hides, |yp. rs ns 
ber, salt, coal, iron, and a score of other ray By \ 
| materials. 7 7 
} rr » 8 . ° ns O 
he producer of pig-iron being protected to = et 
the amount of nine dollars per ton, every rol! "ie 
ing-mill and steel furnace, every manufacturer tino 
of tools, machinery, and the thousands of ae : 
articles of which iron and steel are component hia 
parts must be protected in a corresponding visors 
degree ; but tools and machinery again are used site {0 
in the manufacture of every other article, By 
that prices of these must go up; and so we gy Musee 
on from cause to effect, protecting Jones froy aaa 
the protection of Smith, increasing the cost o: " By) 
production all around, inflating prices uv ing pt 
foreign countries will buy nothingfromus.  \\ Gohay 
cease to export and the balance of trade ~ Ale 
turned against us instead of for us, and thi cae 
protection defeats itself. sani 
Sir, I stand here to protest against the « By 
tinuance of this ruinous policy. During the Mo 
war just closed Congress has been compe! Selde 
to act upon sudden emergencies rather thir Mexi 
uponany well-defined system ofraising revenue, onvil 
It has yielded, too, to the persistent demani "Al 
of private interests until we have gradually Dent 
drifted from the low and easy duties of the lav Mos 
of 1857 to a tariff which in its extent and rates ae tl 
is unparalleled in the history of this or any ‘Al 
other country. 1 sincerely believe that there othes 
is nothing which the interests, of my constitu: Terr’ 
ents and the cosutry at large demand so much ‘om 
as a speedy and thorough revision of this taril By 
upon sound principles of taxation. Let us have of I 
a well-adjusied tariff with an eye chietly to Cast 
revenue, with duties so arranged as to fall abol 
| heaviest on the opulent and easiest on the labor- Br 
ing classes. ‘I'he demands of our revenue are tion 
large and must inevitably continue to remain oune 
so for a long period of time. It is evident, of h 
therefore, that such a tariff will necessarily bring A 
with it incidental protection to a considerable son 
degree. Further than that we cannot go with: mor 
out infringing upon the welfare of the people B 
at large, whose interests have been intrusted La! 
to our care. ing 
Mr. WILLIAMS obtained the floor, but ‘A 
yielded to noi 
Mr. AMBLER, who moved that the House leg 
adjourn. A 
The motion was agreed to; and thereupon the 
(at ten o’clock and thirty minutes p. m.) te f 
House adjourned. Illi 
iles 

PETITIONS, ETC. ; i 

The following petitions, &c., were presente de 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate rod 
committees: : up: 
By Mr. ALLISON: The petition of H. ‘ 
Thayer and 389 others, citizens of Iowa, prey on 
ing Congress to abolish the franking privilege. - 
Also, the petition of Seth Brown and 131 a 


others, residents of Delaware county, Jowa, 
praying Congress to repeal the tariff on hides. 








Ya » Mr. AMES: The petition of R. O. Love, 
Upon + exas, to be relieved from political disabili- 
se ne Mr. ASPER: The petition of J. M. Hur- 
fe ‘and 67 others, citizens of Sticklersville, 
i 


isty xn county, Missouri, praying that the 
rt , privilege be abolished, and that on 
ted matter of the second-class postage be 





5" 
Pia, § ty Mr. BEATTY: The petition of Moses 
ad \Ibert Weteraft, and many others, citi- 


‘ Caledonia, Ohio, praying for the aboli- 
the franking privilege. 


eG It \Jco, the petition of William F. Jackson, J. 
the ma ; Welch, and 67 others, citizens of Broad- 
proter ('nion county, Ohio, asking the same. 


l 
oa iy Mr. BECK: A petition of a number of 
of Palo Alito, Chickasaw county, Mis- 
;, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
BENNETT?: A petition from Erie 
New York, asking the abolition of the 


g privilege. 


ther, { 
lrou 
the ( 
Af. 
his wo 
Nanula 


oe By Mr. BENTON: The petition of Joseph 
ee p Nurnham, company B, sixth New Hampshire 


inteers, asking increase of peusion. 
By Mr. BURCHARD: A petition from citi- 
ng of Sterling, Illinois, for the abolition of 
franking privilege. 
Also, a petition of the citizens of Warren, 
iois, for the abolition of the franking privi- 


the rra 


ected 
ery r 
ifacturs . 
ands of 
m ponent 


iege. 


aed Also, a memorial of the board of super- 
ae ors of Whiteside county, Illinois, offering a 
ticle. 2 site for the national capital, ab 
ae by Mr. BURR: I he petition of Reuben J. 
on foo Murray, company G, first United States vol- 
arte unteers, for bounty. 3 
vie By Mr. CAKE: A petition against the frank- 
ia” s privilege signed by citizens of Llewellyn, 
a Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania. 
ar Also, a petition against the franking priv- 
vy re from citizens of Auburn, Schuylkill 
h inty, Pennsylvania. . Beer 
. By Mr. CHAVES: The petition of W. K. 
he McCormick and ten others, citizens of Fort 
7 Selden, county of Dona Ana, Territory of New 
Sa . Mexico, praying the abolition of the franking 
4 privilege. 
a Also, the petition of C. A. Hahn, John C. 
at D at, and 66 others, citizens of Fort Union, 
ai alies Mora county, Territory of New Mexico, pray- 
a ae ing the abolition of the franking privilege. 
ade Also, the petition of J. J. Stevens and 49 
mate. others, citizens of Ute Creek, Colfax county, 
alia territory of New Mexico, praying the aboli- 
Sas tion of the franking privilege. 
Ree By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: The petition 
rat mage of D. It. Sylvester and others, citizens of 
to fall Castle Rock, Grant county, Wisconsin, for the 
ilies. abolition of the franking privilege. : ; 
ae _ By Mr. COBB, of North Carolina: The peti- 
cei tion of William M. Shipp, of Mecklenburg 
ieak county, North Carolina, asking the removal 
ne of his political disabilities. | 
rt Also, the petition of Lewis Hanes, of David- 
. seieh. son county, North Carolina, asking the re- 
people moval of his political disabilities. 
aahad By Mr. COOK: A petition of citizens of 
LaSalle, Illinois, for the abolition of the frank- 
ne ing privilege. 


Also, a petition of citizens of Plattville, Ili- 
nois, for the abolition of the franking privi- 


eve 
lege, 


Also, a petition of citizens of Naperville, for 


House 


| the the abolition of the franking privilege. 

, _ Also, a petition of citizens of New Lennox, 
‘llinois, for the abolition of the franking priv- 
Also, the memorial of James McGrew, pres- 

sented ‘dent of the Kankakee and Illinois River Rail- 

pria ‘oad Company, for a reduction of import duty 

abe upon steel rails. 

of H. by Mr. COWLES: The petition of Peter 

— ‘ingleton, of Lyons, New York, for a pen- 

11ege. On, 

d 131 By Mr. CULLOM: A petition of citizens, 

Iowa, asking the repeal of the franking law. 

hides. By Mr. DAVIS: The petition of Daniel 


Ross and a large number of 
New Y ork, praying fi the abolition 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of James McQueen and 200 
others, citizens of Mumford, New York, asking 
for the abolition of the franking pri . 

By Mr. DICKINSON: The petition of J. 
W. Ott and 94 others, citizens of Birmingham, 
Erie county, Ohio, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. DONLEY: The petition of George 
W. Bell and 58 others, citizens of Burgetts 
Beaver county, Pennsylvania, as 
abolition of the franking privi! 

Also, a petition of 100 citizens of Greene 
county, Pennsylvania, asking that the twelltl 
section of the revenue law of July 20, 
prohibiting flouring-mills from grinding {or cus- 


citizens of Murray, 
of the 


Vilege. 


town, 
~4 : 
king for the 


ere, 


L868, 


| tom when attached to distilleries, be repealed 


or changed. 

By Mr. ELDRIDGE: A petition of citizens 
of the town of Lowell, Wisconsin, for t 
lition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Kewaskum, 
Wisconsin, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: The petition 
of John P. Lake, late of company I’, twenty- 
fourth regiment Ohio volunteers, for a pen- 
sion. 

By Mr. GOLLADAY: A petition of citizens 
of Sharon Grove, Todd county, Kentucky, 
praying for the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Metcalf county, 
Kentucky, praying for t 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. HALDEMAN: The 
Michael Anstine and others, ¢ 
sor, York county, Pennsylvania, in favor of 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. HAMILL: The petition of George 
W. Hood and 5¢ others, citizens of Marylar 
praying for the abolition of the frankin; 
ilege. 

By Mr. HEFLIN: A petition from citizens 


of Randolph county, State of Alabama, pray- 


he abo- 


¢ 4) 
Ot Le 


; Tease 
he avolition 


petition of 


<3 = anes 
itizens of Wind 


ing for the abolishment of the franking priv- 





| back pay anc 


ilege. 

By Mr. HOAR: The petition of M. D. South- 
wick, and others, of Millville, Massachusetts, 
to abolish the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Esek Saunders and 
others, of Grafton, Massachusetts, for the same 
purpose. 

By Mr. JONES, of Kentucky: A petition to 
abolish the franking privilege, by citizens of 
Independence, Augusta, Downingsville, and 
Clark Creek, Kentucky. 

By Mr. JUDD: The petition of T. K. Holden 
and 11 other manufacturing firms of Chicago, 
Illinois, representing 1,700 workmen, denying 
certain statements in Commissioner Wells’s 
report, and asking that the truth may be made 
public. 

Also, the petition of A. B. Meeker and 4 
other manufacturing firms of the West, repre- 
senting 735 workmen, expressing their belief 
that the pretended statistics of Commissioner 
Wells will be found on examination to be erro- 

etition of Margaret Pattison for 


neous. 
Also, the 

pera rte on account of her son, 

William J. Pattison, deceased. 


Also, the remonstrance of P. W. Gates, | 


President of Eagle Iron Works, and others, 


against the extension of the patent of George | 


H. Corliss as to steam-engines. 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of Lewis 
Schramm, Jate lieutenant one hundred and 
twenty-fourth Indiana volunteers, praying spe- 
cial legislation providing for his back pay as 
an officer. 

Also, the memorial of Julia Finley, prayi 
amendment of pension laws in her favor. 

3y Mr. KNAPP: A petition of citizens of 
Cherry Valley, Otsego county, New York, for 
the abolition of the tranking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of South Edmes- 


ng 


| others, citizens of Auglaize county, Ohio, on 
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Til 


ton, Otsego county, New York, for 
purpose. 

By Mr. LAFLIN: The petition of 
Woodworth and others, citizens of Alexandria. 
Jefferson county, New York, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, DD. J. Stillman and 
others, citizens of Poland, Herkimer county. 
New York, of same import. 

By Mr. LOGAN: The petition of Char 
? tar . ; : - ] 
Brewster, for relief from accountability 
funds taken from him by the rebels. 


‘By Mr. MAYHAM: 


the same 


we Hi 


na 


the petition of 


y Several petitions of 
citizens of Albany, New York, for the repeal 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. MeCRARY: A petition of ci 
of Van Buren county, Iowa, praying the amend 


the C 
recognize 
Christian religion. 

By Mr. McGREW: A petition of 44 citizer 
of Morgan county, West Virginia. for tle abo 
ishment of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. McNEELY: The petition of G. W. 
Magee and others, citizens of Cass county, Lili 
nois, asking for the abolition of the franking 
rivil 

By Mr. MOORE, of Illinois: A petition pray- 
ing for the relief of Mr. James Millican, of 
signed by numerous citizens of tha 


itution of the United State 
Almighty God 


ment of 


ymist 


sO as to and 


egve 


Illinois, 
State. 
by Mr. MOORKE, of New Jersey: The peti 
tion of Stitt & Underhill,woolen manufacturers, 
of franklin, New Jersey, and 118 of their em 
ployés, declaring that the recommendations in 
the report of Commissioner Wells will be a 
most dangerous guide to legislation. 

Also, the petition of B. Underhill and com- 
pany, woolen manufacturers of Franklin, New 
Jersey, and 80 employés, protesting against 
the false assumptions in Commissioner Wells’s 
report. 

Also, the petition of William Duncan, woolen 
manufacturer, representing 65 employés, and 
L. W. & H. B. Dunean, printers and dyers, 
and 60 of their employés, praying that Con- 
gress will order an examination of the report 
of Commissioner Wells, and denying its truth- 
fullness. 

Also, the petition of Joel J. Robinson, post- 
master, and 39 others, citizens of kwing’s Neck, 
New Jersey, to abolish the franking privilege 

Also, the petition of Joseph EK. Hughes, and 
42 others, citizens of Cold Springs, New Jer- 
sey, to abolish the franking privilege. 

Also. the petition of Wilham H. Bolte and 
33 others, citizens of Egg Harbor city, New 
Jersey, to abolish the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 44 citizens of lairton, 
New Jersey, requesting the repeal of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

Also, a petition of 51 residents of Franklin- 
ville, New Jersey, asking for repeal of the 
franking privilege. 


By Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania: A 


| petition of 45 citizens of Wilmore, Canrbria 


county, Pennsylvania, asking that the franking 


| privilege be abolished. 


Also, the petition of Joseph A. Green and 


| others, representing 260 workers in iron, in 


Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania, declaring 
that the conclusions in the report of Commis 
sioner Wells are a libel on American manu 
facturers and workingmen. 

Also, the petition of EK. Hammond, manufac 
turer of pig-metal and blooms, in Blair county, 
Pennsylvania, representing 320 workmen, pray 
ing that Congress will effectually confute the 
errors of Commissioner Wells’s report. 

By Mr. MUNGEN: The petition of Hon. G 
W. Andrews and 25 others, citizens of Wapa 
koneta, Auglaize county, Ohio, for the ab 
tion of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of William Anspach and 
105 others, citizensof Allen county, Ohio, as} 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Clemens Stueve, and 6» 


the same subject. 
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By Mr. PACKARD: The petition of Samuel 
Moore, on behalf of the butchers of Plymouth, 
Indiana, for a protective clause in the license 
law against groceries and provision stores retail- 
ing fresh meat by the small. 

by Mr. POLAND: The petition of Nancy 
Burke and others, of Springfield, Vermont, 
praying for the abolition of the franking privi- 


By Mr. POTTER: A petition from citizens 


of Patterson, New York, for the abolition of | 


the franking privilege. 


°.° > °° . , — » Hi 
Also, @ petition of citizens of New York | 


city and vicinity, for the passage of Jenckes’s 
civil service bill. 

By Mr. PROSSER: A petition of certain 
citizens of Tennessee, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. READING: A petition of 43 citizens 
of Rocksville, Bucks county, Pennsylvania, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. RICK: A petition of sundry citizens 
of Mason county, Kentucky, for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. SARGENT: A petition of citizens 
of Washington, California, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Mount Eden, 
California, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of San Lorenzo, 
California, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Georgetown, 
California, for the same purpose. 


By Mr. SAWYER: The memorial of N. || 


Anderson and 48 others, citizens of Scandi- 
navia, Wisconsin, asking for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 


By Mr. STILES: A petition of citizens of | 


imaus, Lehigh county, Pennsylvania, in favor 
of abolishing the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from Rogers Ford, Mont- 
gomery county, Pennsylvania, for the same 
purpose, 

Also, a petition from citizens of Perkiomen 
Bridge, Pennsylvania, in favor of the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Zeiglersville, 
Pennsylvania, to the same effect. 

By Mr. STOKES: 
P. Reeves, widow of Captain W. W. Reeves, 
deceased, asking relief. 

By Mr. STOUGHTON: The petition of Eri 
Beebe and many others, citizens of Decatur, 
Michigan, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, the petition of William Armstrong 
and many others, citizens of Mottville, Mich- 
igan, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of R. Barker and many 
others, citizens of Breedsville, Michigan, for 
the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of S. S. Chapman and 
many others, citizens of Cass county, Michigan, 
for the same purpose. 


The petition of Eliza | 


Also, the petition of Colonel M. Mudge and | 


many others, citizens of Quincy, Michigan, for 
the same perpen 
By Mr. STRONG: The memorial of James 


©. Walkley, president of Connecticut River | 


Railroad Company, for reduction of duty of 
a iron and steel rails. 

sy Mr. TOWNSUND: The petition of Jos. 
Pomeroy, jr., and others, citizens of Chester 
county, Pennsylvania, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

by Mr. TRIMBLE: The petition of Post- 
master W. D, Morton and others, citizens of 
Caldwell county, Kentucky, to abolish the 
franking privilege. 

_Also, the petition of Postmaster William 
\nower and others, to abolish the franking 
privilege. 

Also, the petition of Postmaster J. M. Brewer 
and others, citizens of Grover county, Ken- 
tuéky, praying the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. UPSON: The memorial of R. R. Pee- 
bles, of Cleveland, Ohio, asking amendment 
of the pension laws. 


Se errr eet 


By Mr. WELLS: The petition of Alfred 
Deviney and others, of St. Louis county, Mis- 
souri, in favor of abolishing the franking priv- 
] 


1ege, 

By Mr. WILLARD: The petition of Charles 
Ii. Wellin and others, of North Bennington, 
asking for the abolition of the franking priv- 
liege, 

By Mr. WINANS: The petition of George 
W. Ilaynie and 115 others, citizens of Wester- 
ville, Franklin county, Ohio, for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WITCHER: The petition of Robert 
I’, Wetzel, postmaster, and 110 others, citizens 
of Ravenswood, Jackson county, Vest Vir- 


| ginia, praying the abolition of the franking 


privilege. 
Also, the petition of William A. Monroe and 
80 others, citizens of Union, Monroe county ; 
George Hunt and 50 others, citizens of Mount- 
ain Cove, l'ayette county, West Virginia ; 


| Thomas Coleman and 40 others, citizens of 





| privi 


Mure’s Bottom, Jackson county, West Virginia, 


jy Mr. WOODWARD: A petition of citi- 
zens of Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for the abolition of the franking 


lege. 


IN SENATE. 
WepNespDAY, January 26, 1870. 


Prayer by Kev. J. G. Burter, Chaplain of | 
| the House of Representatives. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

Hon. Joun Poon, from the State of North 
Carolina, appeared in his seat to-day. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Mr. HARLAN presented the credentials of 
Hon. James B. Howe t, elected by the Legis- 
lature of lowa a Senator from that State to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of 
Hon. James W. Grimes. 

The credentials were read; and the oaths 
prescribed by law having been administered 
to Mr. Howe t, he took his seat in the Senate. 


IIOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 975) to dedicate the 
public agricultural lands in the State of Cali- 


fornia to homestead and preémption purposes | 


was read twice by its title. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be | 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. NYE. Before that bill shall be referred 

I ask that it lie on the table awhile. I under- 


| stand the Senator from California desires to 


have it put on its passage. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
objection it will be so ordered. 
lie on the table. 

FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to introduce an order, for its 
adoption before the presentation of petitions. 
I ask that it may be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


Ordered, That all memorials and petitions for the 
abolition of the franking privilege may be filed with 
the Secretary of the Senate, and refcrred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unani- 
mous consent. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, and that order is made. 

Mr. POMEROY. I was going to suggest to 
the Senator from Maine that the order should 
be modified so as to relate to all petitions that 
may be presented before the committee report, 
or during this session. As it now stands it is 
to be a perpetual order. 

Mr.HAMLIN. Add, then, the words * dur- 
ing the present session.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That modifica- 
tion will be made. ‘The Chair will state that | 


If there be no 
The bill will 


the Secretary would desire to have Senators | 
write their names on the petitions which they 

present, so that they can be properly recorded | 
in the Secretary’s office. 
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| of the State of Kansas, praying for the i 
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid her 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the 
ury, communicating in compliance w; 
lution of the Senate of December 20, 
report of Captain Charles Bryant, late gp, 
agent of the Treasury Department in A), 
which was referred tothe Committee on 1.” 
tories, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair p, 


sents a concurrent resolution of the Legisla: 
“SS ALure 


i} 
“ars 


1869. ; 


: ; 
On Ler 


JASSAau 
of an act of Congress to remove the Salign 
capital to the Fort Leavenworth military rq 
ervation. ‘lo which committee shall th). sn 
olution be referred? It relates to the remoys) 
of the national capital. o 

Mr. COLE and others. To the Commits, 
on Publie Buildings and Grounds. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If no other m 


, | tion is made, it will be referred to that ex: 
praying the abolition of the franking privilege. | 








mittee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented 
concurrent resolution of the Legislature 9: 
Kansas, praying the passage of an act of (° 
gress giving that State the increased represen: 
ation to which she is entitled by her increas 
population; which was referred to the (o 
mittee on the Revision of the Laws of ti 
United States. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legis|, 
ture of the State of Wisconsin, for the regrayy 
ing of the land heretofore granted to aid in) 
construction of a railroad from Lake St. Cr 
to Superior and Bayfield; which was referr 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also presented a concurrent resolut; 
of the Legislature of Kansas, praying the al) 
lition of the franking privilege; which w 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices « 
Post Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the Leg 
lative Assembly of Montana Territory, pray 
an appropriation by Congress of $40,000 fo: 
road in said Territory from Helena to | 
Snake river; which was referred to the C 
mittee on Appropriations. 

Mr. BROWNLOW presented four petiti 
of citizens of Tennessee, praying the abolition 
of the franking privilege ; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. POMEROY presented a concurren 
resolution of the Legislature of the State of 
Kansas, relating to a portion of the Shawnee 
reservation, in the State of Kansas, known as 
the Black Bob reservation, and praying suc! 


| action of Congress as may be necessary to 


extinguish the title of the Indians to the lands 
thereof, and to enable the actual settlers thereon 
to purchase the same at fair and reasonable 
rates; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

He also presented a concurrent resolution o! 


| the Legislature of the State of Kansas, in favor 


of tri-weekly service on the mail route running 
from Junction City, via Lake Sibley, to New 
Seandinavia, Kansas; which was ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. 
He also presented a concurrent resolution 
of the Legislature of the State of Kansas, 
praying the abolition of the franking privilege 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 
He also presented a concurrent resolution 
of the Legislature of the State of Kansas, 1" 
favor of the bill introduced by General H. !. 
Parne, of Wisconsin, in the Congress of the 
United States, looking to the early apportion: 
ment of representation under the coming ce 
sus, and whereby the States entitled to 1- 
creased representation may obtain the same 
after the 3d day of March, 1871; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
He also presented a resolution of the Legis 
lature of Ki ; 
the national capital from Washington to Fort 


ansas, in favor of the removal of 








ry Yr 


e 


1870. 


vs nworth military reservation, Kansas ; 
. ) was ordered to lie on the table, and be 

i 5 ey ririte d. : cit : ve 
' He also presented four petitions from citizens 
1 she United States, praying for the passage 


‘eixteenth amendment to the Constitution 
United States, to be submitted to the 
iatures of the several States for ratifiea- 
which shall secure to all citizens the right 





‘uffrage without distinction of sex; which 
referred to the Committee on the J 
eyishes ir. HOWE presented a memorial of t} 
1e pas, vislature of the State of Wisconsin, for the 
e nati ranting of the lands heretofore granted to 
litary i in the construction of railroads from Lal 
l this ; Croix to Supe rior and Bayfield; which w 
e re rred to the Committee on Public Lands 
BUCKINGHAM presented the petition 
Philena Tracy, of Norwich, Connecticut, a 
w of a soldier of the war of 1812, prayit 
her: e allowed a pension; which was referred 
bat an the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PRATT. Ipresent the petition of Hon. 
esen| mas A. Hendricks and other members of 
latu: bar of the city of Indianapolis, in which 
t of ( y pray that the ‘salaries of the justice s of 

Supreme Court may be increased, and like- 
Crea the salaries of the judges of _ circuit 
» ( | district courts and Court of Claims. I 
of { : that this petition be referred to the Com- 
ttee on the Judiciary. 


Leo (he motion was agreed to. 











re PRATT. I present also, at the instance 
i an eminent lady of this city who has dis- 
st. C ruished herself by services she has rendered 
refer e poor, the memorial of three thousand 
hundred and ten men and women of the 
esol ites of New York, Michigan, Ohio, lowa, 
the nd Pennsylvania, and as it is brief I beg leave 
IC id it: 
we fg tg tteand TIouse of Representatives 


of the United States: 
eo lersigned, men and women of the United 
; isk for the prompt passage by; your hon- 
» pra | wt an amendment of the Constitution, 
YUU | » submitted to the Legislatures of the soverel 


, to re I rFatitic ation, which shall secure to ¢ all citi- 


ad ght of suffrage without distinction ofsex. 
| move . that this memorial be referred to the | 
netit mmittee on the Judiciary. 
ho (he motion was agreed to. 
ret THURMAN. I wish to present a peti- 
nd | n of citizens of Ohio in regard to the aboli- 
n of the franking privilege—— 
ncurre lhe VICE PRESIDENT. By an order just 
Stat ade by the Senate all such petitions are to be 
shawr inded to the Secretary with the name of the 
now nator presenting them indorsed thereon, so 
ng s to save the time of the Senate. 
ssary THURMAN. I was not in when that 
e lan 1g va done. 
ther HAMILTON presented a memorial of 
sonah Hunt and others, of Baltimore, Mary- 
e table, ind, remonstrating against the granting of the 
‘tition of George H. Corliss for the extension 
ation ( his letters-patent of March 10, 1849, for 
in fay nprovements in the steam-engine ; which was | 
running el oe -d to the Committee on Patents. 
to Nev » ORN presented the petition of Fer 
ered to at - Moreno, late marshal of the southern 
stri rietot Fl lorida, for remuneration for the sup- 
oluti rt of certain Africans captured from Cuban 
Kansas e-traders by the United States Navy in the 
vilege ear 1860 upon the high seas and delivered 
on Post nto custody; which was referred to the 


mmittee on Claims. 
Mr. HOWARD. I present a petition of 


oluti 


psas, in ral persons of Athens, in the county of 
H. i. weit. State of Michigan, asking for the 
of th ition of the franking privilege. I notice 
ortion- t the postage was not gg eee petition. 
ig cen: e VICE PRESIDENT. The petition will 
to in- referred under the rule. 

. same MORRILL, of Vermont. I present a 


ch was tion of citizens of Williamstown, Vermont, 
ted. for the same thing. 
Legis VICEPRESIDENT 
yval of r the rule. 


to Fort CONKLING. I present a petition of 


THE CONG 





RESSION AL 


iti of North Galway, New York, upon 
whi Bb. F1 r to say to the honorable Senator 
from Michigan, I observe that the postage is 


by a stamp canceled according to the 











usages and rules of the Post Office Depart- 
ment. I observe also that this petition is not 
headed by the postmaster, nor does his name 
appear upon it at all. It seems to be the 
petition of enlightened and uncoerced citizens, 
who ask that an abuse be corrected which they 
tyle the franking privilege. 

M Yi. I amsorry to call the honorable 

nator from New York to order, but under 
the rnle whieh the Senate has just made all 
tl petitior re to be handed to the Secre- 

Mr. CONKLING. Was tl if le made by 
he Senator from Nerada? : 

. NYE. No, sir; by the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Shair was 
ibout to state to the Senator tr w York 
that before hetook his seat this morning, upon 
the motion of the Senator from Maine, the 





Senate unanimously resolved t] or 
for the abolition ofthe frat king privileg should 
instead of being presented in op mn Senate, be 
handed in to the Secretary’s table with the 
name of the Senator presenting them, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post Offi nd 
Post Roads. If a Senator desires to present 
such petitions he can ask unanimous consent 
for that purpose. 

Mr. CONKLING. I beg pardon of the Chair. 
I was not in when that 1 ndopted, and 
| regret that it prevents my presenti ranother 
very numerously signed petition on the same 
subject, which | now send to the Seeretary 
table. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It) on looking at the 
order the Chair will find that he ha 
hended its yn It says that sue 
may be filed. I do not think that preeludes a 
Senator presenting them in open s on if he 
desires soto do. I did not mean goto p lude 
them, although [s uppose levery Senator would 
present them to the Secretary instead of taking 


up unnecessarily the time of the Senate. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The‘ , then, 
: 
did not hear it correctly; his hearing at 
fault. The Chair will read it, as the Senate is 
now fuller than it was when the order 
inade. It is ag the Senator from Maine sta 
Ordered, That during the 
rials and petit ions for the 
priv iles ge may be filed wit 


2 
air 
Halt 


was 


was 
tes: 
present session all mer 
abolitio n of the franking 
h the Secretary of the Sen- 


no- 


} ‘ferred to the Committee on PostOfii and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. Paes a [f thatis open to amend- 
ment I will :ove toinsert **shall’’ instead of 
se mi V 

Vv ICE PRESIDENT. It is not amend- 
able r the present time. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then I am permitted, 


despite the rule, to say again to the Senatorfrom 
Mic higan that a still larger petition which I pre- 
sented, coming from citizens of Suffolk county, 
New York, came also with the postage prepaid, 
and the name of the postmaster does not head 
the petition. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The 
from Kansas asks unanimous consent 

Mr. POMEROY. Ni 
Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The order ec 
only be changed by unanimous consent, or 
amending the rules in t 
the rules. 


Mr. ANTHONY presented the 


Senator 


7 P 1 
not before the 


»; it Is 
an 
by 
rovided by 


] 
ue man 


ner } 


ial of 


memor 


Henry Etting, paymaster United States Navy, 
praying that the accounting officers of the 


. ° | 
It will bereferred | 


Treasury Department be authorized to credit 
him with the sum of $1,098 51, now charged to 
him on the books of the Fourth Auditor; which 


wa 1d tothe Committee on Naval Affairs. 








sreferre 


WITHD AL, OF AVPERS. 

Mr. wae AMS. I have received a com- 
munication from the chairman of the Judiciary 
C ommitter of the Ho of Representatives, 

| directed to me as chairman of the Committee 


GLOBE. 
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on Private Land Claims of the Senate, repre- 
senting that that committee has the MceGarra 
han claim under consideration, and re: 
me to send the ps pers to that committe e. Last 
session a bill was introduced, and that | 
tos gethe ‘+r with these papers, was referre ttor 
Committee on Private Land Clai ms 0 f the 

ate. IThavethoughtit would bea little irr 

for the committee to send these papers to | 
other House without the consent of the 
I there fore move that the Committee on 
Land Claims be discharged from the 
ation of that subject for the present, and tha 
the Sec be authorized to send the papers 
to the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
ot 


juesting 


» 


Ser 
Priva 


consider 
retary 
Representatives. 


Nhe VICE PRESIDENT. 


, 1’ 


Is the ‘re obiee- 


aunt The Chair hears none, and that order 
11} Db made, 
On motion of Mr. HARLAN, it was 
Ordered, That t] tition of P. P. Pitchlyn be 
<en from the files and referred to the Committee 
i e Judi iry 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. RIC) the Committee on the Jud 
ciliary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 


235) in relation to exemplifications of public 


records, have directed me to report it | 


and recommend its indefinite postponement. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, the bill will be indefinitely post 
poned. It is so ordered. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, to whom was re- 


ferred the bill (H. RK. No. 781) making appro- 
priations for the payment of invalid and other 


nsions of the United St 





pe ates for the year end- 
x June 30, 1871, reported it with amend 
Mr. ANTHONY » Committee on Print 
to whom was 1 fe wedan solution to print 
extra copl ot the rel of t he Pos ma er 
(} rela i to modifications of th 
! it } tal treaty with France, have in- 
cted me to report it back with an amend 
ment | < for its pre t consideration 

i] { in rn obi ion, the nate ’ 
eeded to ¢ sider the following r lutior 

Resolved, That one thousand copies of the report 
f the Postmaster General, in compliance with tle 
esolution of theSenate ofthe 17th instant, be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

The Committee on Printu reported the 
resolution with an amendment t out 
sé hana: ¥7). Lin vet 66 Con | na ] 

one thousand and inser! live ii ed 

1 
he amer ndme¢ rent was agreed t 
} snded ny ! 
The resolution, as amended, yptea 
PILLS INTRODUCED, 

Mr. SHERMAN I ask leave to introduce 
a bill accompanied with certain official papers 
from the Interior Department. I a that the 
bill be read a first and second time, and, with 


the accompanying papers, printed, and referred 

to the Committee on Finance. 
There being no objection, | 

to introduce a bill (S. No. 


“ave was granted 


441) 


s srihane 
nreserti me 
pe | pos 


the duty of the Secretary of the Tres asury in 
certain cases therein named; which \ read 
twice by its title, referred to the Com nmittee 
on Finance, and ordered to be print . 

Mr. NYE asked, and by unanimous consent 


nea leave to introduce a joint resolution 

. R. No. 108) authorizing the President 
a rmit William = Hanscom, late a naval con- 
the Navy of the United States, to 
withdraw his resignation of that office; which 
was read twice byits title, referred to the Com- 


to 


structor of 


mittee on Naval Affairs. and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WILSON: ask ed, and by unanimous cor 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill No 


$42) to establish a military prison ; which was 
read twice by its title. referred to the © 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to bi 
printed. 

He also asked, : 
ybtained, leave to intr 
to release from Government reserv: 
Island of Yerba Buena, or Goat Island, 


1 ’ 44 
1UCe UY Wisi a kik} 


stion the 
in the 
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Kay of San Francisco; which was read twice 
ly its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM asked, and by unani- 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No, 444) supplementary to an act to 
provide a national currency secured by 4 
pledge of United States bonds, and to provide 
tor the circulation and redemption thereof, 


mous 


by ite tile, and ordered to lie on the table, 
aud be printed. 

Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S,. 

to. 445) to amend an act for a grant of lands 
to the State of Kansas in alternate sections to 
aid in the construction of certain railroads and 
telegraphs in said State ; which was read twice 
hy its title, referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No, 446) to appoint an appraiser of merchan- 
dise for the port of Mobile; which was read 


twice by its title, referred to the Committee on | 


Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. DRAKE asked, and by unanimous con- 
ent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


147) to incorporate the Missouri, Kansas, and | 


lexas Kailway Company; which was read twice 
by ats title, 

Mr. DRAKE. 1 will state that I introduced 
this bill at the request of parties interested, and 
do not consider myself committed at this time 
to its support. I move that it be printed, and 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road. 

Lhe motion was agreed to. 


SAN DIEGO IARBOR. 

Mr. COLE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to send to the Senate the recent report of the survey 
of the harbor of San Diego, in California, made 
inder the orders of the War Department, with a 
view to the improvement of said harbor. 


FORT RIDGELY MILITARY RESERVATION, 

Mr. RAMSEY. I believe the morning busi- 
ness has now been gone through with, and I 
ask the Senate to take up Senate bill No. 351. 
it will occupy but a few moments of time. It 
isa local bill. 1 move that it be considered. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 


consider the bill (S. No, 351) for the protec: | 
tion of the settlers within the Fort Ridgely 


inilitary reservation, Minnesota. 

lhe Committee on Public Lands proposed 
to amend the bill by striking out all after the 
enacting clause, in the following words: 

That the War Department having abandoned the 
Fort Ridgely military reservation, Minnesota, the 
lands embraced within the limits of said reservation 
shall hereafter be subject to disposal to individuals 
as other public lands, and all persons whohave made, 
or prior to said abandonment may make bona Jide 
actual settlements under the preémption or home- 
stead laws of the United States upon any of the lands 
embraced within said limits shall be allowed to per- 
fect their entries in accordance with the requirements 
of the respective acts, and pursuant to such instruc- 
General Land Office. 

And in lieu thereof insert : 


That the War Department having abandoned the 
Port Ridgely reservation, it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of War, immediately upon the passage of 
this act, to cause to be appraised the Government 


improvementsupon said reservation, and shall report | 


the value thereof to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, designating the particular legal subdi- 
vision of land upon which the same exist; and the 
lands within said reservation not heretofore entered 
and patented shall be subject to disposal under the 
preémption laws of the United States, or at private 
entry after public offering and for cash only, and 
persons entering upon or purchasing said lands shall 


pay the appraised value of the Government improve- | 
ments that may appear to exist on their respective | 


claims at the date of proving up or of purchase at 
private entry. 

Seo. 2. And be tt further enacted, That all entries 
which have been made on lands within the limits of 
the said reserve and for which the General Land 
Office may have issued patents in regular form, not 
having at the time knowledge of suid reserve, be, 


proved June 8, 1864; which was read twice | 


unanimous | 


tions as may be given by tho Commissioner of the | 


and the same are hereby, confirmed: Provided, That 
the value of the Government improvements thereon 
have been or shall be paid for by the persons making 
said entries or by their assigns: And provided further, 


| That the same shall be paid for within one year from 
| the passage of this act; and if the same are not paid 


| diately 


for within the time designated the Secretary of the 
Interior is hereby authorized to and shall imme- 
thereafter institute judicial 


| against any and all of the said parties or their as- 











signs failing to make said payment, witb the view to | 


vacate the patents which may have issued. 

Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, That all entries 
heretofore made on 
are hereby declared, at the discretion of the Com- 
missioner, null and void, and directed to be canceled 
by the said Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
and the lands embraced therein shall be disposed of 
under the provisions of this act. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I have only to say that this 
bill has been well considered by the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, and indeed the substi- 
tute they have offered for it has been drafted 
by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. Every interest has been thoroughly 
guarded, and [| think there can be no objection 
on the part of Senators to its passage. It 
simply relieves a parcel of poor people who 
got on the Fort Ridgely reservation, and who 
cannot without this legislation get a title. 

Mr. POMEROY. 1 suggest to the Senator 
to have the communication from the War 
Department read. 

Mr. RAMSEY. There is a communication 
from the War Department, dated December 
10, 1869, addressed to the Senate in answer to 
a resolution of mine on this subject, which I 
send up to the desk to have read, showing that 
the War Department have abandoned the 
further occupancy of Fort Ridgely as a mili- 
tary reservation. Indeed, they have twice com- 
municated that fact to the Senate. 
the communication be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Wark Department, December 10, 1869, 


The Secretary of War, in answer to the Senate’s | 


on 


resolution of March 23, 1869, has the bonor to report 
that the Fort Ridgely military reservation, in Min- 
nesota, is no longer required for military purposes: 
but as brildings have from time totime been erected 
thereon at great cost to the United States, which 
have been offered at an appraised valuation believed 


| to be less than one tenth their present worth to one 


3. H. Randall, formerly sutler of the military post 
of Fort Ridgely, who lays claim to the site of the 
reserve by virtueof a patent obtained from the Gen- 
eral Land Office under circumstances which warrant 
the War Department in refusing to recognize his 
pretended rights until they have stood the test of a 
judicial inquiry, and as said Randall has declined to 
pay the appraised value of said buildings the mili- 
tary authorities have retained possession of the re- 
serve in order that the public rights may not be 
wholly sacrificed. 


WILLIAM W. BELKNAP, 


Secretary of War. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the substitute reported by the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HARLAN. [I noticed a clause in the 
amendment, if I heard it read correctly, provid- 
ing for the commencement of a suit to vacate 
these patents. Ido not understand the mean- 
ing of such aclause. It is not usual, I think, 
for the Government to give deeds to land before 
the money is paid in, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Do they propose to sell 
the land on credit? 

Mr. RAMSEY. I will explain the bill to 
the Senator from Iowa if he will give mea 
moment’s time. The Fort Ridgely military 
reservation is upon the Minnesota river, about 
one hundred and fifty miles west of St. Paul. 
Since the removal of the Sioux Indians to 
another reservation its necessity has passed 
away. Thereis no occasion for it any further ; 
and really for two or three years, probably 
four years, there has been no practical occu- 
paucy of it bythe Government. Inthe mean 
time, as is usual in such cases, a great number 
of people have entered upon these lands. 
There is no special value in them at all; but 
still they have gone upon them, made their 
homes there, and brought their families there. 
They are mostly—as you know, sir, the people 
on the frontier generally are—poor people. 
They are without their titles, and the object 
of this legislation is to enable the Government 


proceedings | 


said lands and not yet patented | 


I ask that | 
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| tion of these patents. 
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to quiet their possession and give 4) 
title upon payment for the land. 

There were buildings upon that reseryation, 
a very few of them, confined to the south. 
corner probably of the tract. There are thi... 
thousand acres in the tract, and the impro. 
ments probably did not occupy over one hi... 
dred and sixty or possibly two hundred ac:. 
The buildings were of value as barracks }.., 
are of no special value at present. ane, 
the War Department, before abandonin os 
occupancy of the reservation and turni, . 
over to the General Land Office, had an Sinn e 
tion of these buildings and determined thei 
yalue. ‘They assessed a value upon the pr 
erty, for instance, bought by Mr. Randall, who 
had formerly been a sutler at the post, and 
who, by the way, | think should be relieved of 
all the censure that is implied in the report of 
the commission that examined and valued this 
property. 

Now, sir, for the purpose of compelling these 
parties to pay the assessed value of this prop- 
erty there is reserved power to the Secretary 
of the Interior to commence suits for the vaca- 
If the honorable Sen- 
ator from Lowa had observed the bill closely 
at the time of its reading he would have see: 
the necessity for this clause. 


em ti 


SOuthes 


proy . 


een 
If these parties 


| decline to pay the assessed value of these 


buildings, then the Secretary of the Interior is 
directed to enter upon these proceedings to 


} coerce payment. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. How long a time are 
they to have in which to pay? 

Mr. RAMSEY. One year. The time js 
very short. All these buildings are within a 
very small circle. Now, as to Mr. Randall, 
upon whom these proceedings may imply some- 
thing of a reflection unless there be an explana- 
tion, I will say that in 1864 or 1865 the War 
Department abandoned the further use of this 
tract as a reservation. The Land Office had 
no information of its military use, and never 
had any. It is most singular that there never 
was any information filed in the Land Office 
that the War Department had set aside this 
tract of land for a reservation, and conse- 
quently the lands were offered for sale. Mr, 
Itandall went down to the local land office at 
St. Peters and protested against the sale and 
urged the officers, successfully I think, to with- 
draw the sale at thut time. But probably for- 
getting what was then done, after a lapse of 
time the lands were again offered for sale, and 
after remonstrating with the office without 
effect he bid in this property upon which build- 
ings had been placed worth some two or three 
thousand dollars. 

The committee were satisfied, I am myself, 
and so is the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, that this bill guards every interest 
of the Government and of the people on the 
reservation. 

Mr. NYE. Ishould like to ask the Senator 
a question. If these lands were never set 
apart as a military reservation what necessity 
is there for this legislation? It seems to me 
that this credit of one year to this man, making 
him an exception to all other purchasers of pub- 
lic domain, is unfair. It probably means that 
next year there is to be another bill introduced 
to relieve him from payment entirely on the 
ground that the value of his improvements 1s 
equal to the value of the land. 

Mr. RAMSEY. He is to pay the Govern- 
ment some four thousand dollars. The only 
question is whether you can getacent from him 
now. By this legislation you compel him to pay 
the money into the Treasury. Itisinthe interes! 
of the Government, and I am surprised that |10 
Senator should object to it. res 

Mr. NYE. If the title to this land isin the 
Government now, I take it for granted there 
is no great question about in whose hands the 
improvements are. If they are upon Govern- 


ment land, if the statement of the honorable 
Senator is correct, there certainly can be no 
necessity for legislation on this subject. 
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io RA A\MSEY. Probably in one stage of 

a ryvation that might have been the case; 

asmuch as the Government has acted as 
this were a legal military reservation 

rislation is necessary. 

. NYE. On the contrary, if the Gov- 

ment never set it apart and dedicated it 

wilit tary purposes it be longs to the public 
in; but under the simple pretense that 
litary have occupied it for a short time 
norable Senator by his bill mak es an 
xceptions al sale to this man on credit, while 
her people are obliged to pay cash. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I would say to the honor- 

Senator, who isso much concerned about 
sone man, that heis but one of two hundred. 

‘Mr, NYE. I do not care how many there 

If the honorable Senator’s statement is 

-rect all legislation on the subject is idle, for 

ind belongs to the public domain, and is 

‘ect to the laws now existing regulating the 
blic domain. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Iam rather 
rised at the temerity of my friend from 
ada in rising to throw any obstructions in 
way of a bill presented by the Senator from 

(innesota in relation to land. I thought that 
as the only Senator who could presume to 

aay'no’’ toanything that the Senator from Min- 
esota asked in relation to public lands; and 

has such winning ways about him that I 
ive for some time been almost discouraged. 
| feel that I shall not hold out much longer. 

Now, Mr. President, this seems to be a res- 

rvation of land that has acquired additional 
alue from having been occupied by the Gov- 

nment for a military station. Why shou ld 
t the Government do with it as they 
ther military reservations, or as they did with 

Fort Snelling? Sell it for what it will bring 

Why should they throw it into the hands of 
is purchaser, who it seems went forward and 

vented other men from buying it at auction, 

| when he had prevented those men from 
taining possession of it immediately t 0k 
‘asion at the earliest opportunity to & it 
uself? Very like the small puppy that drove 

e cat away from the bowl of cream and made 

ir sp splendidly when the cat was licking 
cream; but no sooner had the cat got 
way t han the dog himself went to licking out 

‘the same bowl. ‘That seemsto be the atti- 
ide of this man Randall. He was unwilling 

that others should go and buy this property ; 
it he has got my friend 

from Minnesota is disposed to allow him a 

edit upon it. Ido not know anything: about 

is case exce pt from what | hear of this bill 
itis read; but it seems to me that if there 

a valuable property here it is the duty of the 

Government to obtain whatever and the most 

t will bring in the market. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, Iam satis- 
fed in relation to the point Lraised. The credit 
proposed here is not to be given to the pur- 
chaser of the land for the land; but it seems 
from a careful examination of the second sec- 
tion of the bill that some of this land has been 
sold, and patents have issued for the land, 


i 


do with 





possession of it and 


uid that on some of the tracts there are im- | 


provements made by the Government; and 
this bill seeks to compel the purchaser of the 
land to pay for the buildings that were on the 
land when the Government made the sale to 
the settlers, and the credit is to app ly to the 
value of the buildings after the transaction shall 
have been approved by the Secre tary of War. 
So far as my objection to the bill is concerned 
. has been removed by the explanation made 

y the Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. POMEROY. So faras this bill is con- 

erned I think it is very easily explained if it 
needs any explanation. The War Siputaen 
to be sure, did make a military reservation 
there, but they neglected to report it to the 
lnterior Departme nt. It was surveyed under 
the direction of the Secretary of War, with 
metes and bounds definitely, but they did not 
report that survey to the Interior Department, 


THE 
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so that there was no knowledge in the Land 
Oflice that there was any military reservation 
there. The Land Office, therefore, went on 


et - : 4 
and sold and disposed of some of these | 





i S. 
and patented them the same as if there had 
been no military reservation ther The War 
Department, however, when they came to 
abandon this reservation, being interested, as 
they or be, to protect the Government in 
its property, held on to it until some provision 
could le by which those w oO got the land 


should pay for the buildings; and after con- 
ferring with the Secretary of War 
tary ot the Interior it was decided that the lands 
ought to go to the occupants, but that the build- 
ings sh ould be pa dl for at an ap praist d Vi alue. 
This particular bill was sent to the Interior 
Department; and the Reacas of the Interior 
and the Commissioner of the General Land 
Ottice wrote amendment and sent it back 
to us to protect the Government and to secure 
to the Government the pay for the 
the land. I the land will be taken under the 
preémption law at $1 25an acre, but the build- 
ings must be paid for at their appra 
before the parties can securea title ; 

of them refuse to pay, — the bill authorizes 
the Secretary of the Interior to vacate the 
they have got. They got this title when it was 
not known in the Land Office that this was a 
military reservation, because the Secretary of 
War did not report the fact to the land depart 
military reservation and 
gave no public notice of it. I think the effect 
of this bill if it becomes a law willbe this: 
those who occupy the land will get it at $1 25 
an acre if they pay the value of the improve- 


: : 
and the Secre- 


. 
this 


buildings on 


. . 1 
ised vaiue 


and if ar ly 


an 
title 


ment. He made a 


ments; not otherwise. 

DAVIS. I did not have the benefit of 
ery interesting and I have no doubt very 
instructive colloquy between the Senator from 
Minnesota and the Senator from Nevada; we 
could not hear it over here; and so I am on 


the V 


his subje ct without the lights which they would 
have afforded me, but [ am myself indisposed 
to support this measure. I was struck by the 


remark of the honorable Senator from Vermont 
that this reservation like other reservations 
iould have been put into market and sold for 
“eae ver it would bring, and in that way give 
the Government the full benefit of the value of 
the land from its location and from the im- 
provements which the Government had made 
upon it. But independent of that objection it 
seems to me to partake of the character of a 
good deal of the legislation of Congress, that 
it is to be made for the benefit of a speculator. 
I understand that this reservation or a portion 
of ithas been entered and patented; that there 
are Government improvements upon different 
tracts of it that have been entered, as the Sen- 
ator from Minnesota says, by poor people. 

Mr. RAMSEY. 1 will correct the Senator 
before he proceeds further. Upon this tract of 
thirty thousand acres the improvements are 
confined to a small portion, probably less than 
six hundred acres; beyond that it is nothing 
but a wilderness. 

Mr. DAVIS. The bill requires that the per- 
sons who obtain proportions of this land shall 
pay for the improvements upon it, and that 
they shall pay for them in cash in hand. 

Mr. RAMSEY. In one year. 

Mr. DAVIS. No, that is not it atall. The 
money is to be collected by the Government 
within one year, but the express provision of 
the bill is that the payment for the improve- 
ments shall be cash in hand. Well, suppose 
these men who have entered the land are so poor 
as the honorable Senator from Minnesota says 
they are, and are not able to pay cash in hand, 
the consequence is that a speculator cumes 
along who has money plenty and he buys the 
ee with all the improvements and gets the 
benefit. I am opposed to any such scheme of 


legislation as that. 


If it is intended that those who have entered 
the lands without information that they consti- 


tuted a military reservation should have the 
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benefit of them I want them to have the benefit 
eee lands ani 1 the improvements upon them 
with a reasonable time to pay for those impro 
requiring from them payment 
+ hendl which they cannot meet, and 
the requirements ofwhich would enable as 
lator to gobble up the land. . 

Mr. RAMSEY. If the Senator from Ker 
tucky and my honorable friend from Vermont 
really desire to thwart speculators in this mat 
ter they will give this bill their hearty sy ; 
On this larg tract of land I say the improve 
nents are confined to a very small pe rtion of 
it. The provisite with regard to them is 
ptional part of the bill. 
culty in providing for their case at once. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Will the 
Senator inform me how many acres there are 
whole tract? . 

Mr. RAMSE Y. About thirty thousand. 
There are u — of two hundred families in 
possession of the tract. Those who buy the 
ll portion on which these improvements 


met ithout 


in cash 


exce There 18 a Glill- 











id are but two or three indivi juals. The 
reservation is not of any special value. It cer- 
tainly was not when these ceophe went into 


the occupancy of it. It is upon the remotest 


frontier of Minnesota, and these people imme- 
diately upon the driving out of the Indians 
went, as frontiermen always do, upon the un- 


oceupied public |] their 
you see probably two hun- 
ving in the merest shanties over 

y, each family with some eight or 
ten tow-heade d little barefooted children. I 
really sa my honorable friend from Ver- 
i my honorable friend from Kentucky 
would be willing to drive these people out into 
the cold and allow speculators to come and buy 
this land at a high price. 

Mr. 8 TEWAR . I wish to make an inquiry 
of the Senator, as I desire to underst cel 
bill. I want to _ know what the precise difli- 
culty is in the way of the settlers obtaining 
this land if it is open to settlement under the 
preémption laws as they exist? 

Mr. RAMSEY. It has been a military res- 
ervation withdrawn from the public land sy 
tem. Now you restore it as it were and give 
the people who are upon it the right of pre- 
emption. Thereis no homestead provision in 
this bill. 

Mr. STEWART. Then, it is not 
preémption now and has not been; 
is a proceeding toward preémption ? 

Mr. RAMSEY. It was not sos 
course, being a military reservation. 

Mr. STEWART. Then, why not sayin a 
sin; ale line that it is restored to preémption ? 

RAMSEY. The trouble is that there 
ments which the Government have 
ssed a value on, and the parties cannot be 
compelled to pay for them except by this legis- 
lation. ‘This bill compels payment for the 
improvements. I hope the Senator will not 
interpose any difficulty in its way. You simply 


lic lands and commenced 
ettlement. ‘There 

dred families li 

that country, 


pnose 


mont ant 


the 


subject to 


and this 


ubject, of 





are ae VE 


asse 


| annoy the poor peop le who are on the land 
| and do not get pay for this whole body of im- 


provements by refusing this legislation. It is 
for their relief. 

Mr. DAVIS. The honorable Senator from 
Minnesota will permit me to interrupt him. I 
understand from him that the portion of land 
which has improvements upon it amounts to 
about six hundred acres. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Probably it 
exceed that. 

Mr. DAVIS. ‘Take that for 
course the settlers upon all the residue of the 
land will have no improvements to pay for, 
and, of course, no difficulty in making payment. 

Mr. RAMSEY. None with coed Govern- 
ment. Their improvements are their own, of 
course. 

Mr. DAVIS. They 
improvements. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Certainly 

Mr. DAVIS. But the improvements made 
by the Government, I suppose, are valuable, 


would not 


granted, of 


ought to have their 
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because I have never known Government im- 
provements that were not valuable. They 
occupy about six hundred acres of the land, I 
um told. Now, let the honorable Senator’s bill 
provide that that portion of this reservation 
pon which the improvements made by the 
(jovernment are located shali be sold for wi 
ver it will bring, and let the whole of the 
wid besides that be entered and titles secured 
© the occupants according to his desire. 

Mr. RAMSEY. This bill provides that every 
tnprovement the Government has made shall 
be paid for at its present value; and certainly 
he Government does not want any more than 
bieat 


Mr. THU 


whatl- 


MAN. I want to ask tae Sen- 
vitor from Minnesota a question if he will be 


nleased to answer it foi my information. i 
want to know how much of this land has been 
entered and patented; I suppose all that ha 
been entered bas been patented. 
Mr. RAMSEY. It is all occupied. 
Mr. THURMAN, I want to know how 
much has been entered, and in what quantities 
has been entered, and by how many persons 
has beenentered; whether ithas been entered 
by the settlers, or whether it has been entered 
iit large bodie by Sper ulators 
Mr. RAMSEY. The bill contemplates that 
land shall go to the | 
Mr. THURMAN. But the 


rf 1 4 ! » ! 
confirming the tities of those 


thre ettlers. 
bill provides for 
who made entries. 
i want to know how many of those persons 
there are. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I 
person, and that is a 
of Randall. 

Mr. THURMAN, Uow much has he got? 

Mr. RAMSEY. Probably one hundred and 
sixtyacres. The improvements are upon that. 

Mr. THURMAN. No more than that? 

Mr. RAMSEY. They are nothing but bar- 
rack buildings, They are really worthless, 
except for temporary occupancy. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, this bill 
wis reported by the Committee on Public 

lands, of which I havethe honor to bea mem- 
ber. Of course it is impossible for usall to have 
personal knowledge of the facts upon which 
such legislation proceeds; but we obtained our 
information from the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Oflice, the Secretary of War, and 
others who were supposed to be disinterested 
nnd to have knowledge upon the subject. We 
have communicated with them, and also with 
the Senator from Minnesota, and this amend- 
ment to which exceptions are taken is the work 
ofthe Commissioner ofthe General Land Office, 
and I doubt not has in view the interests of the 
United States and not the interests of any 
individual, 

Now, it is objected here that this bill pro- 
vides that the land which has been patented to 
some person or persons shall be confirmed to 
those persons, and does not provide that those 
lands shall be exposed to public sale. The 
difficulty in exposing this land to public sale 
is that it is covered by a patent ; and 1 presume 
few individuals would be willing to purchase a 
litigation in reference to this land. Prior to 
the time that this reservation was known at the 
General Land Office these persons proceeded 
under the preémption laws of the United States 
and obtained a patent for the lands which they 
hold, and upon those lands there are certain 
improvements made by the United States ; and 
-the object of this bill is to provide that the 
United States shall receive pay for those im- 
provements, and that the persons who have 
preémpted the land without knowledge that it 
was a reservation shell be entitled to their 
patent as though this was no part of a Gov- 
ernment reservation. 

It is left to the discretion of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Olice as to whether the 
entries that have heretofore been made shall 
or shall not stand; butthe object of the bill is 
to provide for compensation to the United | 


States for the improvements that have been | 


am only aware of one 
‘ } 
gentleman by the name 


made upon this military reservation. Other- 
would be enough simply to enact that 
this reservation should be open to homestead 
and preémption settlement ; but if that was so 
provided, then, of course, the Government 
would receive nothing for these improvements. 
‘The whole object of the special provisions of 
this bill, as I understand it, is simply to pro- 


wise li 


vide that the Government shall be indemnified | 


for the improvements that it has put upon this 
land. q 

Now, sir, so far as it appears, a man who 
has a patent for a portion of this reservation 
obtained it in good faith. Nobody knew that 
it was a military reservation. It has been the 
common practice of this Government for the 
President to make an order setting apart a 
portion of the public lands for a military reser- 


vation, and it is filed away in some pigeon-hole | 


in the War Department, and the settlers in the 


country and the General Land Office know | 


nothing ofthis reservation. Great abuses have 
grown up under that system, and I have known 


| great hardship to be worked to settlers in that 


way. llere is apiece of landapparently open 


for settlement; a man goes upon it; he preémpts || 


| it, pays for it, obtains his patent, and the first 


| some pigeon-hole in the War Department || 


thing he knows an order is resurrected from 


showing that it is a military reservation. That | 


man ought not to be deprived of his rights if 
it can be avoided, and particularly when the 
Government finds that the military reservation 
is no longer of any use and abandons it. ‘Then 


the rights of these men that have been acquired | 
in good faith and in ignorance of this reserva- | 


tion should be secured to them. That is all 


that this bill contemplates. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 


Oregon will please suspend his remarks. The 


| morning hour having expired the currency bill | 


is before the Senate, the pending question being 
on the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Sumner, ] upon which the Sen- 
ator from Oregon on the right of the Chair [ Mr. 


| Corset? ] is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. RAMSEY. 


Senator from Oregon will allow the other bill 
to be passed over informally in order that we 
may dispose of it. 

Mr. CORBETT. 
currency bill being passed over informally if 
this bill can be disposed of in fifteen minutes. 

Mr. RAMSEY. 
or twenty minutes. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. If no objection 


It will oceupy but about | 
fifteen minutes to pass this bill, and I trust the | 


I have no objection to the | 


I trust it can be in fifteen | 


| be made the unfinished business will be passed | 
over informally, and any Senator demanding | 
| the regular order may call up the currency bill. 


‘The Senator from Oregon [| Mr. Wituiams ] will 
resume his remarks. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not wish to occupy | 


any further time. I was simply explaining 
that the objections made to this bill were in the 
interest of speculators and not of the settlers, 


| because if these lands that are now occupied 
by the settlers are put up to be sold these people 


would not be able to pay as much as the spec- 
ulators and the speculators would buy the land 
and dispossess the settlers, while this bill pro- 
vides to secure the title to the settlers and at 
the same time that the Government shall be 
paid for its improvements. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the honorabie Senator 
give me some information? 
able Senator any information of the probable 


| amount of this land upon which improvements 
| have been made? 


| 


' 
} 
{ 
| 
} 
' 


Mr. RAMSEY. Lhave repeated, five or six 
times, not exceeding six hundred, and, I think, 
not over one hundred and sixty acres. 


Mr. DAVIS, My request was to the Senator | 


from Oregon, 


Mr. WILLIAMS. 


Has the honor- | 








I have no knowledge fur- | 


ther than such information as 1 have derived | 


from the Senator from Minnesota and other 
sources. 


Mr. DAVIS. I will put another question to 


| 
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| 


| the honorable Senator. 


| which the Government improvements | 






January vg 
i | 


r. How many perso, 
have entered any portion of these lands 


S nr 
>uUpH 


. hay 
been made? 


Mr. RAMSEY. Only one that I know q; 

Mr. DAVIS. Then where is the objection 
to having the land upon which the Govern. 
ment has made improvements, and upon which 
there is but one entry, put into public marke; 
to bring what it will produce ? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I will answer the Sey. 
ator. It is covered by a patent, and the man 
who would purchase would buy a lawsuit, Tj. 
man claims this land under his patent, and } 


| the land was put up at public sale nobody woy|, 


| under his patent. 


wish to bid, because it is to be determined }yy 
a lawsuit as to whether he cau hold or » 
This bill simply econfir: 
him the right that he obtained under the 
emption law in ignorance of this reservatioy 
He obtained a patent from the Commission 
of the General Land Office in good faith, ag | 
understand, toa piece of land. The bill sim, 


NSio 


| confirms that to him and requires him to pay 
| the appraised value of these improvements, 








Disinterested men are to uppraise them and he 
is to pay for them. 

Mr. DAVIS. ‘That would be no hardship 
or injustice to the man who made the entry. 
He did not make the improvements. - 
tered land that was not subject to entry. |; 
was his fault, his wrong that involved him iy 
the difficulty, if it be adifficulty. If he enters 
land upon which the Government has made 
valuable improvements where is the objection 
that he should pay the full value of those im- 
provements ? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Ile proposes to do that. 

Mr. DAVIS. How is that to be ascertained ? 
How is the real value of these improvements 
to the Government to be secured? Is it ‘not 
the simplest and best way in the world just to 
put up the land with its improvements for sali 
and let the highest bidder take them? 

Mr. CASSERLY. Ishall be obliged to ask 
that this bill be recommitted to the Committee 
on Public Lands, and I hope the honorable 
Senators who have sustained it will not object 
tothe recommitment. lam a member of that 
committee and have attended every meeting of 
the committee since I came into the Senate 
except one at this session, for which I failed 
to receive any notice; and when this bill was 
taken up this morning it was the first know! 
edge I had of it. It seems to bea bill tha’ 
involves several questions of considerable im- 
portance as to which I should desire very much, 
as a member of that committee, to have more 
information than I have been able to gain, 
although I have gained some during the debat: 
which has taken place. 

I think the point which has been urged by 
the Senator from Kentucky is a point which 
has substance in it. There must necessarily 
be a good deal of difficulty in ascertaining the 
value of land with improvements on it in any 
other mode than by putting up the land at pub- 
lic sale. As to the difficulty which the Senator 
from Oregon finds insuperable, namely, that 
arising out of the fact that patents have been 
issued for a portion of this land without know!- 
edge of the fact of the reservation, allow me to 
say that an inspection of this bill will render it 
extremely obvious to any gentleman that no 
such fact can possibly exist as want of notice 
of the existence of a military reservation 0” 
the part of any of these patentees, because the 
bill provides that these patentees shall pay ‘or 
the improvements on the lands for which they 
received patents. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Upon the statement 0! 
the honorable Senator from California it is per 
fectly manifest that this bill cannot pass wit) 
out a prolonged debate, and I therefore call for 
the special order. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. 
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He e 





The Senator 


from California has moved to recommit te 
bill to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. RAMSHY. I hope the Senate will take 
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on that motion if the Senator insists 
SHERMAN. I think that would be the 


“a rse. 


Lv AMSE 3 


vt ? n 
( yal 


Very well; let us take a 





ee r PE RM AN. I hope that course will 
thic pursued, and that the bill will be recom- 
ark ted 


» VICE PRESIDENT. Doesthe Senator 
Ser , California yield to allow that motion to 
+ to the Senate, or does he desire to 


man pu 


Ih akc still further ? 
nd vir, CASSERLY. In one moment I shall 
Ould iish ¢ all that I propose to say. [I repeat, sir, 


impossible to allow to any man the pre- 


ption of want of notice of a reservation 
. patent is for lands covered by military 
} dings of the Government; and hence I see 


; iculty where patents have already been 
0 ‘1 for such lands than appears to have 


as | red to the Senator from Oregon. On 
n} e pr ounds and others with which I shall 
Da 1 ww detain the Senate I move to recom- 


he bill to the Committee on the Public 


fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
} , California moves to recommit the a 
pending amendments, to the Commit- 
( n the Public Lands. 
| he motion was agreed to. 
_ MESSAGE FROM TILE ILOUSE. 
or message from the House of Representa- 
sin Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
: House had passed the joint resolution 
No. 74) to extend the port of entry of 


llection district of New Orleans. 


Senate resumed on consideration of 
. | (Ss. No. 378) to provide a national 
y of coin notes and to equalize the 

’ tion of circulating notes, the pending 


i being on the amendment of Mr. Sum- 





i . to strike out all of the bill after the 

“t ting clause and to insert in heu thereof 
m lowing: 

present limit of $300,000,000 as the aggre- 

“ ount ofissues of circulating notes by national 

a is be, and the same is he reby, extended, so that 

ate , zregaute amount issued and to be issued may 

; nt to but shall not exceed $500,000,000; andthe 

‘ onal issue hereby authorized shall be so dis- 

Was tied, if demanded, as to give to each State and 

5 itory its just proportion of the whole amount of 

lating notes aceording to population, subject to 

provisions of l: LW authorizing national banks 

im » far as such provisions are not modified by this 


Provided, That for each dollar of additional 
icy issued under the provisions of this act there 
ve withdrawn and canceled one doller of legal- 


r issues. 


.ae An l he 
e lreasury 
1iom may be 


it further enacte d, That the Secretary 
shall require the national banks to 
awarded any part of the additional 
lating notes authorized by the first section of 

ch this act, to deposit before thedclivery the reto of any 
h notes with the Treasurer of the United States, as 
‘urity for such circulation, registered bonds of the 
iption authorized by the third section of this 
ny inthe proportion of not less than $100 of bonds for 
: ach and every eighty dollars of notesto be delivered ; 


LD l the Secretary of the Treasury shall require from 

‘isting national banks, in substitution of the bonds 
at ready deposited with the Treasurer of the United 
ni tates assecurity for their circulating notes, adeposit 


{ registered bonds authorized by the third section 
is act to an amount not less than $100 of bonds 

ty ior every eighty dollars of notes that has been, or 
y hereafter be, delivered to such banks, exclusive 

ich amounts as have been canceled. Andif any 

sional bank shall not furnish to the Treasurer of 

: United States the new bonds, as required by this 
t, within three months after having been notified 


y the Secretary of the Treasury of his readiness to 
liver such bonds, it shall be the duty of the rea; - 
r, 80 long as such delinquency exists, to retain 


- the interest as may become due and payable on 
bonds, belonging to such delinquent banks on 
sit with him as security for circulating notes, so 
1 of such interest as shall be in excess of four per 
- per annum on the amount of such bonds, which 
kcessshall be placed to thee redit of the sinking f und 
1 ot the United States 8; and all claims thereto on the 
: part of such delinquent banks shall cease and determ- 
®lrom that date; and the percentage of currency 
ivered or to be delivered to any bank shall in no 
eed e ighty per cent. of the face value of the 
ieposited with the Treasurer as security there- 
Nor shi all more t!} ine four per cent. interest be 
titer allowed on any bonds deposited or 
leposited as security for such currency. 


I 


ueres 









THE 


| tired: 
| actually placed us back right where we had 


to be 


CON( 


rRESSION AL ¢ 











Sec. 3. And be it fur cna , that th 
tary ofthe T: t I l h by, au rized 
to issue, on the ered the U i s, from time 
to time, cour t ered nds of such denom- 
ination, not less than filty yllars, as he may think 
proper, to the; unt of $ 0,000, redeemable in 
coin at the pleasure of the Government at any time 
ifter twenty years, and payable in coin at sixty years 
from date, ad i interest atthe rate of tour 
per cent. per annum, } ble semi-annually in coin; 
and such bonds may be disposed of at the diseretion 
of the Seerctary, either in the United States or else 
where, at not le than their par value, for coin, or 

r United States notes, national bank notes, or fra 
tional currency; or may be exchanged for any of the 
obligations of the United States of whatever char 

ter that muy be outstanding at the date of the issue 


of such bonds. And if pinion of the See: 


tary of the Treasury itis thought advisable to issue 


In the < 





wlarger amount of four per cent. bonds for any of 
rposes herein recited than would be otherwis« 
orized by this section of this act, such further 

ire hereby authorized: Provided, That there 





rate debt or the 


issues author- 


be no inerease in the aggreg 


in consequence oI any 


Sxo. 4. And he it f 
authorized by this act 
ation by or under 
thority. Nor shall there be 
ment from, thei 


yther enacted, That the bonds 
shall be exempt from all tax- 
i, State, or municipal au- 
any tax upon, or abate- 
t or income thereof. 
Sec.d. And be it further enacted, That all the pro 
of existing lawsin relation to forms, inserip 
devices, dies, and paper, and the printing, 





Visions 


tion 






attestation, sealing, signir und counterfeiting, as 
may be applicable, shall apply to the bonds issued 
under this act; and a sum not exceeding one per 
cent. of the amount of bonds issued under this act is 
hereby appropriatedto pay the expense of preparing 


and issuing the same and disposing thereof. 
SEC. 6. And be ut Jurther enacted, That il acts or 


parts of acts inconsistent with this act be, and the 
same are hereby, repealed. 
Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President, when I 


gave way to an adjournment yesterday at the 
solicitation of friends around me who appeared 
to be more anxious for other food than firan 
cial, 1 was attempting to explain to the Sen- 
ate that the three per cent. certificates which 
are now held by the banks, amounting to 
$45,000,000 as stated in this bill, were not ori 

ginally intended to be held as areserve in place 
of legal-tenders. I stated that the compound- 
interest notes for which these three per cents. 
were issued were he ld by the people at 
very generally through the country, offering a 
good investment for them and a large rate of 
interest; that they were held in a great meas- 
ure by them for investment as United 
States bonds, and that when the time arrived 
for the redemption of the SEER enNS Dhaae, 
notes, the Government not being in funds, 

was proposed by the Finance Committee that 


large 





were 


| these three per cent. certificates be issued to 
the banks = place of the compound-interest 
notes. They made these a substitute for 


legal-tenders, whereby the banks could hold 

them in place of le gal-t enders and put afloat a 

large amount of le gal-tenders otherwis 
would not be in siesalahiadk: 

It was against my judgment to issue the three 
per cent. certificates or to inflate the currency 
to that extent. It appeared to me unwise to 
take a step forward in that direction. We had 
just been retiring from circulation something 
like $4,000,000 a month until the amount re- 
eached some $50,000,000. This measure 


th: ut 


started. We again had to float the same 
amount of currency that we did previous to that 
contraction or withdrawal of $4,000,000 a 


wonth. I should not 


have neers by any 
means to the issue of the three per ents. had 
the Government been in funds to pay the com- 


notes; but as it 


pound-interest 
, 


was a cnueap 


way of paying them, and the banks were willing 


to accept these three per cent. certificates, | 
illing to consent to the 
Br it now that nece ssity ba 


was Wl measure, 


entire ly subsided 


in const ease of the large amount of taxes 
c xd during the past year, amounting to 
em one hundred million dollars over and 
above the expenses of the Government. It 


the time 
when we these certificates, and 
again pla the sound basis which 
the law intended in retiring the legal-tenders 
Originally. it be obvious to every one 


to me, therefore, that now i 


should retire 


e ourse lve ; On 


Seenls 


must 


hat during the past year we have ac cumulated i templated, 


rLOBE., 


gold and U nite 


| some sixty million dollars of 


~I 


~J 
~I 


country a large amount of coin. There 
s a larger amount of coin now held in the 
banks tl 1 eV before since the commences 
ment of t rebellion. They are now holdi 
\ gold, at they can hold it as a reserve 
instead of the k gal-tender and instead o! 


these three per ct nts. 
' 
inat we are 


seemns 


now on the road to inflation 


to me is very clear. oid Guring t 


past few months has been red iced tt 

or 1388 down to 1214. This of 

very short time, when prices come to be ri 
lates by this reduetion, bas inilated the « 


rency or the purchasing power of the curt 
+ o fl 


that is afloat something like $100,000,0 
Liven if it is only $50,000,000 it is an inilat 
of the currency to that extent. Take the si 
article of wheat in the movement of the ec: 
from the West. <A year ago wheat was wor 
omething like two dollars a bushel, and t 


aay it is worth perhaps one dollar. kit mu 
be evident t 


amount of 


a large 

ahoal can be moved with the 

amount of currency now than could have been 
a year ago. 

But the Senator from 

says that we ha 

remain at its 


no greater 


every one, therefore, that 


same 


Indiana [ Mr. 
ve no assurance that gold will 
present pric e. It is true 
essere lhnan ca 
lth of the country, from 1 
increased amount of gold in the Pr asury, 
increased productions of twelve million pe 
who have been adde d to the produ 1¢ tive inter 
est of the country. ‘That they have produced 
f cotton during the past year 
»duced betore is probable; 


iS bri 


bh be riven 


the increased wea 


crop OL Cf 
than hasever been pr 
ind we know that it nging a higher pric: 
hat it is b ing shipped to Kurope in place of 
; bonds, whit 
that the 

bills. LJ was inform: 
York that many of tl 


many ol those 


h w re tor 


d State: 
les ° + 
mery shipped to Kurope : import 


are now full of cotton 
l was in New 


whe n 
import rs had as 
could dispose of for the 
that the y ta ke any ot her Diuiis ; 
those biils must go forward in place of go 
Those bills are sent forward as drafts upon the 
sale of cotton that has been shipped to be so 
in Europe. | am not fully aware of the amo 
of the shipment of cotton during the past yea 
but l have no doubt it amounts to 
like one hundred and fifty million dollars, 
haps more; and when we consider that du 
the whole five years of the war 


next four tmnonths ; 


} 
could no 


some t} 1! 
} 
} 
i 
I 


we only export 
cotton, we must 
see that we are gradually returning to a sound 
basis. 

The gold that is now accumulating in the 
cane of the country can be held in the place 

these three per cent. certificates. ‘his bill 
. roposes to withdraw or to pay off the three per 
cent. 3, the Treasury now being in 
funds. ‘There is no reason why that should 
not be done. I have consented to support this 
bill only because of the absolute necessity of the 
South and southwestern States for more circu- 
lation. I believe the necessity exists there for 
theestablishment of local b: askeend the center- 
ing of money. By the passage of this bill 
clerk banks can be established and those ad- 
vantages can be secured by those States that 
cannot be by any other means. 

I sincerely hope the Senator from Massachu- 
setts will not incumber this bill by his proposed 
measure in relation to banking, currency, and 

he funding of the national debt. ‘That isa 
separate measure upon which I desire to offer 
some remarks when it is brought up. 

| have also prepared and offered a bill before 
he Senate upon the funding of the maturing 
debt of the United States, which I desi: 
discuss whenever that question shall be brought 
before the Senate: 
it to a bill of this kind. This is a sim) 
proposition. It simply proposes to pay off 
$45,000,000 of three per cent 
are held really now by the 
legal-tenders, which was no 
but was legalized by the 


certiicate 


‘ 
( 


} } ; © . 
but 1 do not wish to attac 
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March 2, 1867 and the act of July 25, 1868. || 


sy allowing banks to be established upon that 


mount of 345,000,000, it will furnish a suf- |} 


ficient amount of currency to the southern 
tates, as much perhaps as they can take up 
luring the next year or year anda half. By 
‘hat time other measures can be adopted in 
order to giveto the southern States still further 
advantages. It will not tend to disturb the 
vreat interests of the eastern manufacturing 

ites as would the withdrawal of a larger 
If it were proposed to withdraw 
from those States a larger amount than this 
$45,000,000, it must necessarily meet with 


amount. 


ern States and those manufacturing interests 
which it is so important to protect, as it is to 
prevent any disturbance in the commercial 
community. 

It is stated by some of the Senators that this 
bill does not reach far enough, that it does not 
cover enough ground. It is not intended, as 
1 understand, that it should reach very far, so 
is to disturb the commercial interests of the 
country. The Finance Committee look to the 
importance of protecting those interests, and 


at the same time they wish to furnish a cur- | 


reney and banking capital sufficient for the 
immediate necessities of the southern States; 
and by the prompt passage of this bill they can 
at once have these facilities extended to them. 
rhere is no trouble about it. But if it were 
propo ed to redistribute the entire banking 
capital of the nation it would meet with serious 
opposition in both Houses, and I am satisfied 
would effect no beneficial results. 

lhe next question that 1 have to consider is 
the proposition to establish banks upon a gold 
basis. It is stated by some of the Senators 
that this will be of no practical advantage. 
isut | have to say in answer to that objection 
that that depends entirely upon the communi- 
ties where it is proposed to establish those 
If the people think it for their advan- 
tage to establish banks upon a gold basis this 
vives them a free right to do so. It certainly 
utilizes gold; it makes it available for use here 
and has a tendency to retain it in the country. 
In order to retain gold in the country you must 
make a demand for it, you must make a use 
for it. If you establish banks on this basis 
they will be compelled to retain twenty-five 
per cent. of their circulation in gold. That 
will retain that much gold in the country and 
will enable us, as fast as these banks are estab- 
lished, to do away, perhaps, with the existing 
national banks. ‘They are established simply 
upon the same principles, except that they are 
required to redeem in gold instead of legal- 
tenders. As we increase in gold so the gold 
bills will increase in amount and these banks 
will increase in number. 

Upon the Pacific coast it has been desired 
for a long time to establish such banks. Our 
people are desirous of establishing banks upon 
the specie basis, but heretofore there has been 
no law by which they could establish such 
banks. If they desire to do so I certainly can- 
not see why there should be any opposition to 
it. If they do establish such banks and _pur- 
chase bonds of the United States it makes a 
greater demand for the bonds of the United 
States in order to establish banks upon this prin- 
ciple there. It relinquishes a certain amount 
of gold to flow to the center here, whereby you 
may bo assisted to some extent in returning to 
specie payments here. It will tend to establish 
banks upon the same principle in New York 
and in Texas or any southern State that may 
propose to bank upon a gold basis where gold 
is plentiful. In fact, if the banks themselves 
should be compelled to purchase at the present 
time gold at twenty per cent. premium, in order 
to place themselves upon a specie basis, the 
simple premium of twenty or twenty-one per 
cent. would be a small matter to each separate 
bank. Yet it would not be advisable or wise, 
perhaps, to compel them at once to return to 
a specie basis. 


| anks. 





T introduced a resolution the other day. which | 


I had referred to the Committee on Finance, 
which I hope will receive their earnest atten- 
tion, and the necessity of which, it seems to me, 
must be obvious to every one. It instructed 


| them to inquire into the expediency of com- 
‘yelling the banks to retain as part of their 


reserve the gold interest paid them until the 
reserve in gold should amount to the reserve 
now required by law in legal-tenders. 

If we are going to return to specie pay:nents 


| we certainly must make some preparation for 


it. If we compel the banks to commence and 


| reserve this gold whenever the time arrives 
rreat opposition from the banks in the east- || 


that they have their reserve in gold equal to 
that now required in greenbacks then the Gov- 
ernment can return to specie payments, and 
not until that time comes. If the Government 


|| returns to specie payments before the banks 


have their reserve in gold they at once present 
the legal-tenders to the Government and say, 
‘*Give us the gold; if you return to specie 
payments we must return to specie payments.’’ 
Therefore they draw the gold from the Treasury 
of the Government at once. Consequently 
you see the importance of compelling the banks 


| hereafter to keep their reserve in gold, and to | 


|| commence now. 








! 


It will be no matter of hardship to them to 


| reserve the interest that is paid them on the 


Government bonds in their vaults. It will 


| only prevent them from selling the gold in the 


market and retaining the small amount of pre- 
mium they now get on the gold, some twenty 
per cent. I hope that at an early day the 
Finance Committee may report such a bill. 
Under such a bill I grant it would take perhaps 
two years or two years and a half to return to 
specie payments; but we have been a year dis- 
cussing this question. If a measure of that kind 
had been adopted a year ago we should now 
be within a year and a halfof specie payments. 
Ifit is adopted now we may soon be on the road 
to specie payments. 

I think, if I mistake not, the Senator from 
Indiana [Mr. Morton] seemed to think that 


| the establishment of these gold banks perhaps 


might increase the speculation in gold. Ido 
not look upon it in that light. Ithinkit tends 
to the prevention of gold speculation. It will 
accumulate alarger amount of gold and a larger 
amount of gold bills, which will be used as cash 
gold. As long as the bills are well secured the 
people will not want the gold. As longas they 
know that the gold is in the Treasury of the 
United States, as it is now, and that the Gov- 
ernment has issued gold certificates, those cer- 
tificates pass the same as gold and they are 
considered as cash gold. 

So far as speculations are concerned this 
cash gold does not enter into the transactions 
of the stock exchange. The stock exchange 
is operated upon the differences in gold. On 
that basis they bid. The bulls and bears, one 
party trying to advance the price in gold and 
the other party to depreciate it, merely settle 
the differences each day. The amount of these 
gold bills does not enter into those transactions 
at all. We have the evidence ofa late operator 
in gold during ‘‘the black Friday’’ we have 
heard so much of, Mr. Fisk, who says he would 
rather carry $400,000,000 on the rules of the 
stock exchange than to carry $4,000,000 of cash 
gold. Itis very, very difficult forthose people to 
purchase the cash gold; but it is very easy for 
them to advance the price each day and pay the 
simple difference of one quarter or one half or 
onepercent. They speculate on that difference, 
and if they have $10,000,000 they have money 
enough to pay the differences on transactions 
to the amount of $300,000,000; so that the 
establishment of these banks would really put 
in circulation a large amount of gold notes in 
the market which would be just as good as 
cash gold. The holders of these bills, knowing 


that these banks had deposited with the Gov- 
| ernment United States securities, and that only 
eighty per cent. of those securities has been 
issued in gold notes, or ninety per cent. really 
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of their value, would not present them and cal! 
for gold. The gold bills are just as good ac 
the gold itself so long as they are absolutely 
secure. They will be better secured under th. 
bill than the gold certificates now issued fro, 
the ‘Treasury are, because they will be secure, 
upon absolute bonds which can be made sail. 
able by the Government at any time selling 
them in the market and obtaining gold for them, 
Consequently there will be no run upon thes, 
banks on their gold bills. 

The specie banks must be established at 
some time, and I cannot see why there should 
be any opposition to a commencement of them 
now. ‘This system establishes the right of any 
individual to circulate money as long as he 
will do it upon a gold basis; and if we cay 
increase our circulation to $1,000,000,000 upon 
that basis there can be no objection, becanes 
it is evidence of the real wealth of the country 
that we have accumulated this large amount 
of gold in our Treasury. Therefore we ¢ay 
afford to establish these banks, and the neces. 
sities of the country, the increased demand for 
currency will then appear, and it will adiys 
itself upon this free-banking system which | 
hope we may soon reach. Just as soon as we 
can return to specie payments the legal-tenders 
will be entirely withdrawn, I hope, and there 
will be no necessity for such a provision of 
law. I do not believe that there ought to be 
such a provision of law forcing upon the peo- 
ple a legal-tender note that is irredeemable, 
If a note is a legal tender it should be a legal 
tender upon some sound specie basis. Itshould 
be a legal tender in such a way that you can 
present it and get the gold for it; not that you 
‘an present it and simply get in return another 
legal-tender note. ‘That is no redemption, and 
it is no real proper form of legal-tender note. 

The value of your legal-tender notes was 
really taken away when you repealed the law 
by which those notes were to have been funded 
into five-twenty bonds. It was the original 
intention when the United States notes were 
put into circulation to give to the holder of 
each note, whenever he should choose to do 
so, the right to call upon the Treasury of the 
United States and give him for it a bond bear- 
ing interest at six per cent. ‘There was some 
justice in that, and when you repealed that 
provision of law you repealed the justice of 
making your note a legal tender. You give 
your notes an actual value when you aflix to 
a legal-tender note the right to fund it into a 
six per cent. bond, because if men did not 
wish to hold the bond they could borrow 
money on it, and while getting six per cent. 
on the bond they would be paying only six or 
seven per cent., about the rate they received. 
But now you force them to take the note with- 
out any interest and without any value except 
the faith of the Government to redeem it when 
it is presented in another legal-tender note. 
It was never the intention of the Constitution 
that the Government of the United States 
should establish such a system. When the 
Constitution gave the right to emit bills it was 
with a view that those bills should be valuable, 
that they should contain some provision where- 
by they should be valuable, that you could not 
force aman to give up his gold and take a 
legal-tender note for it without giving him an 
equivalent. You might force him under awar 
pressure to give his gold, but you must give 
him a bill bearing interest that would be an 
equivalent to him. That is the only way that 
the Government could do and be just to its 
people. ; 

Many people thought that the passage of the 
bill in the Senate whereby contracts for the 
payment of gold were legalized would do in- 
finite damage to the Government and to the 
country. We endeavored to pass such a bill 
for one or two sessions since I have been 4 
member, and finally the Supreme Court had 
to come to our relief, and it decided that gold 
contracts were legal and binding. Since that 
gold contracts have been entered into in New 
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yr the payment of merchandise, and men 
hranc of trade are doing pounees 
rold basis. <A large amount of bus 
y is being done upon that basis, and it 
reasing 3 and the establishment of banks 
id bills in circulation to facilitate that 
ness has become a necessity. 
fy. President, I have now addressed the 
aie ijonger than I intended when I took the 
| had intended to confine myself to the 
‘sions of this bill, and I sincerely hope 
19 amendments will be offered to it, but 
will meet the unanimous support of 
rs from the southern States, where the 
le are so anxious that they should receive 
. advantages early. I believe that the bill 
ported will give those advantages soonest 
nost efliciently, and when the redistribu- 
made according to the census, or per- 
yoner still, they may obtain the further 
tages that they desire. I hope that this 
may pass without any amendment. 
Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, some things 
wn to be admitted in this debate as starting- 
‘nts, at least if 1 may judge from the re- 
rks of the Senator from Ohio, [ Mr. Surr- 
One of these is the unequal distribution 
. bank-note currency, and another is that 
<e from the northern and eastern banks 
circulation already awarded to them would dis- 
rb trade. I venture to add that the remedy 
would be worse than the disease. 
lhe Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Howe] 
nd the Senator from Kentucky | Mr. Davis } 
ly claim for the West and Si ah a fair pro- 
yrtion of bank circulation. The Senator from 
liana [Mr. Morvon] demands more. While 
ther asks for expansion, neither is ready for 
contraction. ‘The latter Senator argues that 
this time the currency is not too much for 
e area of country and amount of business, 
which from the new spaces opened to settle- 
ent and the increase of commerce require 
cilities beyond those which are adequate in 
iickly-settled and wealthy communities. His 
es may be in the main sound; but he 
sht have made a further application of them. 
lf in the absence of local banks and banking 
facilities a larger amount of circulation is 
led do not mean to question this 


hes 


av 


} 


premis¢ 


needed, and | 

ertion, would it not follow that the estab- 
lishment of such local banks and banking facil- 
ities, with new bank credits, checks of depos- 


rs, and otheragencies of exchange, and with 


the increase of circulation, would more than 
counterbalance any slight contraction from the 


withdrawal of greenbacks, and that thus we || 


should be tending toward specie payments? 


The Senator from Kentucky said aptly that 


‘we wait until all are ready we shall never 
sume. Ifthe Senator from Indiana is right 
in saying that prices have already settled down 
in the expectation of an early resumption, then 
to my mind the battleis half won and we have 
uly to proceed always in the right direction. 

A simple redistribution of the existing cur- 

‘ney cannot be made without serious conse- 
oun es to the business of the country, while 
it willdo nothing to correct the evils of our 
present financial condition. It will do nothing 
tor financial reconstruction, nor will these con- 

equences be confined to any geographical sec- 
lems They will affect the South and West as 
wellas the North and East. I need only add 
that disturbance in New York means disturb- 
ance everywhere in our country. 

Nor is it easy to see how any redistribution 
can be made which, however just to-day, may 
not be unjust to-morrow. As business deve lops, 
and population extends, there will be new 
demand with new inequalities and new disturb- 


ances, 


The original banking act authorized a cir- 


culation of $300,000,000, a large part of which | 


went to the northern and eastern States. All 
this was very natural, for at that time there 
was no demand at the South and comparatively 
little at the West. With the supply of capital 
at the East banks were promptly formed even 
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rendered by t he banks of New York, B } 
and Philadelphia, which in 1861 furnished the 
means by whie h our iorcees were reani 1 
against the rebellion. ie hundred and y 
millions in gold were furnished by these banks, 
of which less than ‘fifty mnillions were subse 
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at that time. 
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In considering briefly the questions presented 
by the pending measure I shall take them in 
They are first, to enlarge 
the national bank curren 2s a secondly, to 
create a system of free banking founded on coin 
This leaves out of view the question of 
refunding and consolidating the national debt; 
nor does it touch the great question of specie 
payments 

i begin with the proposed enlargement 
the currency. The object is excellent, 
admitted by all. But the practical question 
arises on the way it shall be done. 

If yow look at the bill now before the Senate, 
you will see that it authorizes an enlargement 
to the extent of $45,000,000 
drawal to that amount of what are 


WO 


notes. 


of 


1 


and the with 


called three 


per cent. legal-tender certificates, of which 
little more th ian this amount exists Lhe ex- 


tinction of tl 1is debt will accomplish an annual 
saving of four hundred and 


So far so good. if 


al bout one million 


| dollars. 


amount of $45,000,000 is allotted to bank 
organized in States and Territories having 
less than their proportion under the general 


banking act. ‘This is right, and it removes to 
a certain extent objections si ; 
at the last session of C uwainst a meas- 
ure for the redistribution of currency. 

But plainly and obviously, the measure of 
relief proposed is not suflicient to meet the jus 
demands of the South and West, nor is it suf. 
ficient to prevent taking from the North and 
East a portion of the currency now enjoyed by 
them. Therefore, in one part of the country 
it will be inadequate, while in another it is 
unjust. inadequacy and injustice are bad 
recommendations. 

When a complete remedy is in our power 
why propose a partial remedy? When a just 
remedy 1s in our power why propose an unjust 
remedy? There is another question. I would 
ask also, Why unnecessarily disturb existing 
and well-settled channels of trade? T’orsuch 
must be the effect of a new a; portionment as 
proposed under the census of t! lis year. Why 
not at once provide another source from which 
to draw the new supplies under the new appor- 
tionment? I open this subject by in- 
quiries, which to my mind answer themselves. 

‘The propositi on of the committee is further 
embarrassed by the provision for the cancella- 
tion each month of the three per cent. certifi- 
cates to an amount equal to the aggregate of 
new notes issued during the previous month. 
In order to judge the expediency of this meas- 
ure, we must understand the origin and char- 
acter of these certificates. 
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The Secretary of the Treasury, desiring to | 


avoid the further issue of greenbacks, con- 


| ceived the idea of a note, which could be used 


in the payment of Government obligations, but 


in such form as not to enter into ‘end inflate | 


the currency. This resulted in an 
bearing note payable three years 
with six per cent. intere st 
six months and payable « 


redemption. T 


interest- 
after date 
compounded every 
t the maturity of the 


note his anomalous note 


in it 


GLOBE 


tical question: can any national bank 1 

and maintain a circulation of coin notes witli a 

reserve of only twenty-five per cent., so lony 
| as gold commands a premium? How 


» allowed to be used by the banks as pert 
{ their reserves, they would become, contrary 
he ori rinal pu irpose, part of the natio: 
‘ ilation, while the Government would 
paving interest on bank reserves, which no 
nk could « n id. But the ipse dixit of the 
Sex iry cou d t prevent their use by the 
‘ iS part « { the reserves. lhe interven- 
f Congress w required, which by the 
l t f the loan act of June 30, 1864, 
ided lows 
Nor l any Treasury note bearing interest 
lun I ict be a legal tender in paym 
r redem yn of any notes issued by any bank, 
banking a ition, or banker, calculated to circu 
1 i 
] u this statement it seems cles that 
either secretary originatir ig these com 
pound-interest legal-tender notes, nor the a 
of Cougress aut horizing them, nor the banks 
receiving them, cont mplated their employ 
ment as part o {the bank reserves. How they 
reached th ondition remains to be told. 
The whale. issue of the compound-interest 


a | 
~I 
a 
—_— 


its face value only. 
} snc] Pay 

d that such notes, on the 

interest, would be withdr: 


Being legal tender, if th ley 
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LWO hundred a 


amount ed to 
ud twenty-three 


nder notes upward Oi 


millions. These 


were funded at or before maturity, except some 
fifty millions which as they matured were ex 
changed | for ee ‘ates to that amount bearing 
three p nt. interest ar aisimatitads 3 part of 
i bank reserves. Here was an innovation 
i lent new, being nothing less 
than bank reserves on interest. This improvi 
dence was it ised by the manner of distribu 
ion, which, instead of being ratable, seems to 
have been according to the ruleof ‘‘ who speaks 
first?’’ Of course the banks within easy acct 
of Washington _— peculiar opportunities by 
which they we abled to secure these not 
und ti ol “my interest On part ot their re 
serves, while banks ata distance, and especially 


i tne ¢ intry. Was not ¢ jual in Opportuntt: 
Besides its partiality, this provision operates 
like a gratuity to the banks having these 
notes. 

Obviously these three per cent. certificates 
ought to be withdrawn, but I do not like to 
their withdrawal conditioned on the extension 


of banking facilities. Their 


cuse is pe 2cullar, 
al they should be tre ated accordin gly. Nor 
should their accidental amount be made tli 


measure of bankin; g facilities. They constitute 


a e irt of the national debt, and should | 

idered in the refunding and consoli lat ion of 
t! 11s debt, and not ona bill to provid 
facilities 

] think I do not err if I conclude that the 
first part of the pending measure is inadequate, 
while the cancellation of the three per cent. 
certificates in the manner pro} osed is ine Xpe- 
dient. All this is more when it is 
considered that there is another way ample and 
natural. 

F'rom the first part of the pending measure 
I pass to the second part, being sections three, 
four, and five, which, if lam not mist 
authorize free banking, with notes 
declared basis of coin. This is plausible, bat 
to my mind illusory and impracticable. The 
machine will not work; but if it does work its 
first and most obvious operation will be to creat« 
anew currency, addinga third tothe greenback 
and bank notes already existing, besides crea 
ing a new class of banks. Here | put the pra 


e bankin Z 


obse rvable 


1 
aKken, 


coin as @ 


would the reserve last? It is eas y to see t 
until specie payments this idea isimpract 


Itwillnot work. In proportion to the pri 
on gol ld would be the run on the ba 
their outstanding notes we: 
vaults emptie ee 
But the measure is not only} rac L 
it is inexp lient as wut) r instead oOo} 2 








ifying the forms of currency. We have 
, distinct in form and 
liverybody feels that 
and yet itis now proposed 
Surely it is the dictate of 
visdom, instead of creating a third paper cur- 
rency, to disembarrass the country of one of 
those now existing and make the other con- 
riible into coin, so that we may hereafter 
uniform currency. I confess my 
instant desire for measures to withdraw our 
creenbacks and to make our present bank notes 
i should be universal. 
any the conclusion is 
tible that the proposed plan, if not utterly 

| 

i 


vO paper currencie 
lifferent attributes. 


his is unfortunate ; 


to add another. 


nmigoy One 


noes, 


Under 


eo 


Coin notes 
circumstances 


‘ i ° . ‘ 
mpracticable, is a too partial and timid experi- 
e very little influence 


rent 


} } . 
. calculated to exerc! 


r the great quesuoy of | pevie payments. 
{ff Jam right in this review the bill of the 
committee does not de serve Our Suppor Le But 


I offer 
Could 1 have my way I would 

at the whole financial question as a unit, 
providing at the same time for all the points 
involved in whatl have called financial recon- 
ruction. This I have attempted in the bill 
which I have already introduced. But on the 
resent oeeasion | content myself with a sub- 
titute for the present measure. ‘The amend- 
ment of which I have given notice has the 
two-fold object of the pending bill; first, to 
enlarge the curreney, and secondly, to change 
the existing banking system, so as to provide 
practically for free banking and to enlarge 
banking facilities. 

{f you will look at my amendment you will 
ee that it enlarges the limit of bank notes from 
$00,000,000 to $600,000,000. This is prac- 
tically a provision for free banking, at least for 

ine years 


i do not confine myself to eriticism. 
ubstitute, 


urrency to be regulated by legitimate demand, 
th a proviso for the withdrawal of legal- 
ender notes to an amount equal to the new 
(he amendment then proceeds to pro- 

bonds to be deposited with the Govern- 
ent as the basis of the new banks. Andhere is 

t just and much needed economy—just to the 
rument and not unjust to the banks. It 


' ( 





proposed for the future to allow but four per | 
cent. interest on the bonds deposited by the | 


banks. Thus far the banks have enjoyed large 
benefits and in part at the expense of the Gov- 
ernment. Under the operation of my amend- 
ment these profits would be slightly reduced, 
but not unduly, while the Treasury would 


receive an annual benefit of not far from six | 


million dollars in coin, 


constantly present to my mind, of diminishing 
axes, 

Sir, in the remarks submitted by me on a 
former oceasion | ventured to say that the 
first great duty of Congress was to mitigate 
the burdens now pressing upon the energies 
_of the people and upon the business of the 

untry, and, as one means of accomplishing 
this important regult, to extend these burdens, 
in a diminishing annual ratio, over a large 
population entering upon the enjoyment of 
le blessings which the present generation, 

t such enormous cost, ~ assured to the 
itepublic. Upon the assumption that the na- 
tional revenues and the national expenditures 
would continue relatively the same as now, a 
sum extending from eighty to one hundred 


our 


millions would be the measure of relief that | 


might be accorded at once without arresting 
the continuous reduction of the debt at the rate 
of $2,000,000 a month. 

In proposing this large reduction of taxation 
at this time, with the hope of larger reductions 
in the near future, it was necessary to keep in 
view the possibility of increased expenditure 
or of decreased receipts. ‘To te against 

ich contingency we must keep strict watch 
ver the expenditures, and, if possible, dimin- 
h the positiveannual obligations of the nation. 
\nd here the mind is naturally and irresistibly 
uitracted to the prodigious item of interest. 


In this respect the | 
proposition harmonizes with the idea, which is | 


| 





| 


| in the chair. ) 
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Cannot this be reduced at an early day to a 


large amount, and then subsequently, though 
contingently to a much larger amount? And 
should not this result be one of our first en- 
deavors? Is it not the first considerable 
in the reduction of taxation? 

The credit of the country is injured by two 
causes: first, the refusal to redeem past due 


| obligations, being so much failed paper, which 


| condition must necessarily continue so long as 


| 


| obligations of the nation shall be paid accord- | 


| 18 not enough. 


| Congress 


we deliberately sanction an inconvertible cur- 


| rency; aud, secondly, the menace of repudia- 


tion, with slurs upon the integrity of the peo- 
pie uttered In important quarters, nese two 
causes are impediments to the national credit. 
How long shall they continue? Loyally and 


emphatically has Congress declared that allthe 


But this 
And here 


rilally nor timidly, 


ing to their spirit as well as letter. 


More must be done. 


miust act not pa 


| nor in the interests of the few only, but impar- 


1} 


tially, comprehensively, firmly, and in the in- 
terests of the many. It must help the recog- 


| nized ability of the nation by removing its 


disabilities. 


| 


| ) 
; Sword lt 


| while the people carried the unexampled bur- | 
| den 


NI } . > } 
Nearly five years have now passed since the 
Rebellion sheathed its sword. But the national 


expenditures did not cease at once when the 
1a j ite bl 


10 longer pli loody work They 
still continued, sometimes under existing con 


tracts which could not be broken, sometimes 


from war to peace. 


in guarding the transitio 
ith was preserved, 


7 ; 
M« anwhil 


n 
the national f; 


willingly if not cheerfully. ‘The large 


| unliquidated debt, the débris of the war, has 


| 
| 








been paid off or reduced to a form satisfactory || 
| to the creditor and the world has been assured |! 
Practically it leaves the volume of || that the people are ready for any sacrifices 


according to the exigency. Is more necessary ? 
Should these sacrifices be continued when the 
exigency has ceased ? 

‘These sacrifices are twofold, being direct and 
indirect. The direct are measured by the 
known amount of taxation. ‘lhe indirect are 
also traced to existing taxation, and their wit- 


nesses are crippled trade, unsettled values, || 
oppressive prices, and an inconvertible cur- || 


rency, which of itself is a constant sacrifice. 
Therefore dolsayagain: Down with the taxes. 

Bills relating to taxation do not originate in 
the Senate, but Senators are not shut out from 
expressing themselves freely on the proper 
policy which is demanded at thistime. On the 
finances and the banks the Senate has the same 
powers as the other House. Here it may take 
the initiative, as is shown by the present bill. 
But what it does should be equal to the occa- 
sion; it should be large and not petty; far- 
reaching and not restricted in its sphere. The 
present bill, I fear, has none of these qualities 
which we desire at this time. It is a patch or 
plaster only when we need a comprehensive 
cure. 

To my mind it is easy to see what must be 
done. The country must be relieved from its 
heavy burdens. Taxation must be made lighter, 
also less complex and inquisitorial. Simpli- 
fication will be a form of relief. Our banking 
system is ready to adapt itself to the wants of 
the country if you will only say the word. 
Speak, sir, and it will do what youdesire. But 
instead of this we are asked by the committee 
to begin by making the system more complex, 
without adding to its efficiency ; we are asked 
to construct a third currency, which so long as 
it continues must bea stumbling-block ; we are 
asked to establish discord instead of concord. 

Now, sir, in order to bring the Senate to a 
precise vote on what I regard as the fund- 
amental proposition of my amendment, I shall 
withdraw the amendment as a whole and move 
to strike out the first two sections of the com- 
mittee’s bill and to insert as a substitute what 
I send to the Chair. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Scuvrz || bonds, four per cent. bonds. Not uh 
1 it repudiated the obligation of the existing 


the Secretary will report the 


i! proposed substitute. 


stage ) 








January 26, 


The Secretary read as follows : 

That the present limit of $300,000,000 as 41 
sate amount of issues of circulating notes by nat, 
banks be, and the same is hereby, extended «. .! 


, dled s 
the aggregate amount issued and to be jesyed , 


amount to but shall not exceed $500,000,009- 
additional issue hereby authorized shal} | 


tributed, if demanded, as to give to each St 

‘Territory its just proportion of the whole »; 
| circulating notes according to population. sy 

all the provisions of law authorizing nationa! }\a, 

Provided, That for each dollar of additional eqypey, 
| issued under the provisions of this act there «j 
| withdrawn and canceled one dollar of legal. 
| issues, 

Mr. SUMNER. On that proposition I hay. 
one word to say. It is brief. That you 
udmit. It is simple. That you will adm 

t enlarges the existing national bank cirey!s 

tion by $200,000,000. That is ample, as | 
believe you will admit. Practically it is a g 
tem of free banking; that is, it is such yyy 
the enlarged circulation is absorbed ; that j 
forsometimeto come. But free banking is what, 
| as I understand, Senators desire. Then again j; 
has in it no element of injustice. There jg yo 
|| injustice to the North or to the Hast. Ajj 
parts of the country are equally accommo. 
dated and equally protected. But this cannot 
be said of the pending measure. 

Then again, itis elastic, adapting itself every. 
where to the exigencies of the place. If ban. 
ing facilities are needed, and the capital 
ready, under that amendment they can be e; 
joyed. Unhke the proposition of the com. 
mittee, it is not of cast-iron, but is so ag to 
adapt itself to all the conditions of business in 
every part of the country. 

Then again, in the final provision, that for 
every bank note issued a greenback shall he 
withdrawn, you find the great highway to specie 
|| payments. All your greenbacks wiil speedily 
|| be withdrawn. You will have then only the 
|| bank notes making one paper currency; and 
|| then speedily, within a brief period, you will 
|| have specie payments. The banks must have 
their reserves. ‘There will be no greenbacks 
| for them. ‘They must find them in s 
| 

| 


aoe 


seni 
| The banks then and every stockholder will find 
|| a motive to press for specie payments, and you 
|| will have that great result quietly accomplished, 
absolutely without shock, while the business 
| interests of the country will rejoice. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HOWE. Will the Senator allow me 


| 
to ask the Senator from Massachusetts a ques- 
tion? 
Mr. SHERMAN. I would rather reply now. 


I assure the Senator from Massachusetts that 
the friends of this measure for the equalization 
of the bank distribution are not to be diverted 
from their purpose. At the last session of 
Congress we were to some extent prevailed 
upon to yield a measure of substantial justice; 
but I tell him now, candidly and fairly, that a! 
this session of Congress the gross and palpa! 
injustice of the present distribution of the cur- 
rency, brought about by a violation of the law 
in the interest of a few States, will be and 
shall be corrected. I speak that authorita- 
tively, because the representatives of three 
fourths of the States on this floor and more 
than four fifths of the members of the other 
House of Congress feel that in this their con- 
stituents are suffering daily and personally « 
gross injustice. We are not to be diverted 
from the purpose of correcting this gross ine 
quality by any plausible and illusive ame: 
ments or pretexts. 

When the Senator offered this amendme:' 





yesterday I characterized it as a funding 
and said he threw into this discussion a vi! 
multitude of topics. Why, sir, his own sper 
shows clearly that what I said was true. W! 
does he mean by talking about taxation, rec: 
tion of interest on the public debt, funding ! 


greenbacks, aud a great variety of topics? [ve 


bill he introduced yesterday as an amendment 
to this measure provided for a new class 
Not only t 


bonds. The amendment offered by him con- 
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1870. 


: the most striking act of re pudiation that 
ve ever yet seen offe red in C —_ gress e 

ant bY my colleague, and he had only a sinale 
ontat and that is, a proposition that in case 
hi b anks will not take the new bonds we shall 
sold in the Treasury the excess of interest and 
. the obligation of payment of interest pro- 
sded for by the bonds now filed with the 
vernment of the United States. 
Mr. THURMAN. What proposition by his 
colleague does my colleague refer to? 

Mr. “SHERMAN. Not by my colleague in 

. Senate, but one of my colleagues in the 
House, who offered a proposition boldly to 
-epudiate the national debt. <A proposition 
ct ‘ntained in the amendment of the Senator 

1 Massachusetts offered yesterday expressly 

.clares that if a bank does not do so and so, 
l'reasurer of the United States shall retain 
‘; hands one third of the interest on its 
ids without any provision to give the bank 
opportunity to ‘withdraw them. ‘ You must 

this new bond, or I will withhold one third 
‘the interest on your bond.’’ That is the 
ovision. I will read it: 

{ndif any national bank shall not furnish tothe 

isurer of the United States the new bonds, as re- 
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iv 


tired by this act, within three months after having | 


een notified by the Secretary of the Treasury of his 
iiness to deliver such bonds, it shall be the duty 
the Treasurer, so long as suc ‘h delinquency exists, 
retain from the interest as may become due and 
payal ble on the bonds belonging to such delin: quent 
so much of such interest as shall be in excess 
four per cent. per annum on the amount of such 
nds, which excess shall be placed to the credit of 
inking fund of the United States. 


lu other words, it confiscates one third 
the interest on the bonds. The amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Massachusetts 
raises e very question that is raised by a fund- 


on deposit with him as security for circulating || 


the Chair, the 
provided for. 

that occasion, 
that I rer 


very question that he puts is 
I provide a bond expressly for 
and the Senator will remember 
mark din sending the 


first section to 

the Chair, that I should ask a vote on what [| 
regard as the fundamental proposition. If that 
do pted it would be the n for the 


sh ould be a 
r 


Senate to 


proce eed with the rest. 

Lis MAN, The Senator a smart what 

and that is that his proposition is a 
proposition to ingraft on this bill, { for immedi- 
ate relief, af funding bill, raising a multitude of 
questions which will probably be debated here 
two or three days. This is part of the very bill 
introduced by the Senator that is now being 
considered by the Committee on Finance, every 
section of which has been carefully gone over 
word for word, together with a multitude of 
other projects sent not only from the Execu- 

tive Departments, but from other members of 
the Senate. We are now considering those 
questions in the Finance Committee, and the 
Senator seeks to complicate this bill by intro- 
ducing all this wide field of discussion on this 
simple bill to provide a partial remedy for a 
great injustice. 

Mr. President, we may as well talk plainly 
in regard to this proposition. That some 
measure for the distribution of the banking 
circulation will pass this Congress I have no 
doubt. ‘The strength of the votesis here. The 
Senator from Massachusetts himself admits 
the necessity of it, the absolute justice of it, 


( 
S FH 
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i argue d, 


| and there are buttwo modes of doingit. One 
is the plan proposed by the Senator from Ken- 


setts wants a thorough measure, 


- bill. There is the exemption of the bonds | 


m taxation, national, State, and municip: al; 
bere is the exemption of the bonds from even 
» income tax; 


sented in any funding bill. Now, the Senator 
from Massachusetts need not be informed that 
no person on this floor certainly has shown 


himself more anxious than myself to reduce | 


publie debt, to devise some way to fund 
the public debt at a lower rate of interest; but 
it never occurred to me that we had the power 
to take these bankers and bondholders by the 
throat and say to them, ‘‘ You shall surrender 
your bonds or we will take off and reserve in 
the Treasury of the United States one third of 
your interest. That never occurred to me; 
and yet that is the effect of the proposition 
ubmitted yesterday. It is true that the Sen- 
ator now modifies it. The remarks I made 
yesterday were upon the then pending propo- 
sition; but it is now modified; and yetitisa 
funding bill. 

_The Senator now proposes to withdraw 
>200,000,000 of greenbacks, the favorite circu- 
lation of the people of the United States, and 
circulate in their place bank notes. He knows 
very well that if the Senate should be prevailed 
upon in an evil hour to adopt this amendment, 
it 
redistribution of the banking circulation. Such 
4 proposition as that cannot be adopted in the 
House of Representatives. But I ask the 


Senator how will he retire and redeem the | 


>200,000,000 of greenbacks that he proposes 
‘o retire by the operation of his amendment 
as now offered? He withdraws $200,000,000 
of greenbacks before the bank notes are issued 

t as they are issued. Where does he propose 


toget the money with which to pay $200,000,000 | 


of greenbacks? Out of surplus rev enue? Not 
atall. He must do it by issuing new bonds, 
by ine reasing the bonded debt. What kind of 
bonds? What shall be their nature, what their 
rate of interest, when shall they be payable, 
and how taxable ? 


tion that is presented by a funding bill. 
Mr. SUMNER. But the Senator is aware 
that in my amendment, as originally sent to ! 


it would be the end of all measures for the | 


The very amendment now || 
offered by him raises inferentially every ques- | 


tucky, to make the distribution according to 
existing laws. If the Senator from Massachu- 
one that is 
just and right and thorough, going to the bot- 
tom as he says, let him take that. He objects 
to ours as timid. If he wants a thorough 


| measure, one that is just and defensible and 


there is every question pre- | 
sented in this amendment that can be pre- | 








| say, 
| ried out and that the 


| not any longer be held by us.”’ 


right from beginning to end, let us do whatis 
right, and let the re presentatives from the 
States which have an excess come forward and 
‘* We will admit that the law shall be car- 
advantage which we hold 
in violation of law, in disregard of law, shall 
if he wants 
what is called root and branch-work without 
any regard to the interest of his constituents 
or the business relations of the country, if he 
wants what is called a radical measure, I am 
willing to support it and provide according to 
existing law for a redistribution of the bank 
circulation. That will draw from the three 
States of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and 
Rhode Island $56,000,000 of bank circulation, 
more than enough to supply all the present 
wants of the West and South. 

Why should not this bedone? Why should 
we not vote for the proposition of the honor- 
able Senator from Kentucky? Here perhaps I 
am touching upon what the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts calls our timidity. He says we 
timidly approach this question. 
timid? Simply because we do not wish to do 
injustice to his constituents. Wedo not wish 
to distarb the business relations that have grown 
up out of a practical violation of law. We do 
not wish to compel the banks of New Eng- 
land to sue their debtors and call in all their 
credits. We timidly approach a question where 
even the rights and interests of his constituents 
are concerned. If the question were to be 
decided according to the rights and interests 
and wishes of my constituents I should vote for 
the proposition of the Senator from Kentucky 
to make root and branch work of this, and not 
be arraigned here by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts for proposing a timid measure when 
the only timidity of our proposition is that we 
have declined to do justice, even against his 
own constituents. 

Now, Mr. President, let us go alittle further 
It is said that this measure is not sufficient. 
That objection is well taken. Forty-five million 


dollarsis not probably enough ; but itis enough | 


' for the present purpose; it is enough for two 


Why are we | 


| of New York and in New England ; 


| oppressive form of indebtedness ; 


these three per cent. ce rtificates. 
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years. The Comptroller of the Currency says 
in his official report that $45,000,000 will 
ably be all that can be absorbed by the South 
and West. My own impression is that the 
whole es of $45,000,000 will not be al 
rbed ; that there will be ample verge enough 
in the $ 45,000,000 to supply the wants 
the cotton States and of all the western St 
because cannot now be 
readily and so easily as they could a few yea: 
ago. The bonds, which are the basis of 
bank circulation, are very high in the mark 
Men will think a great many times before the 
will pay from ten to twenty per cent. premium 
for bonds in order to make them the bas 
circulation. The operation of banking will 
on with much more difficulty. During the war 
the profits of banking were very high. Now the 
are not so high. I have no doubt, therefo 
that the measure proposed by the committee 
while it may not 





banks 


organizes 


be suflicient for all time, is 
yet sufficient for two or three years, during 
which we are approaching specie payments. 

It is ample for our present purpose, and ther 

fore the amount ought not to be increased. 
Then if $45,000,000 is not enough permanently 
it is enough for one year at least, and we shail 
be in session again next Decer maber, and can 
then provide, if necessary, for a further distr 

bution. 

Sut the Senator asks why withdraw the th 
per cent. certificates. I willtellhim why. Bb 
cause thatis a currency upon which we are no 
paying to his constituents three per cen 
est. The banks of his section hok Li it in tl 
VE ault sas part of their reserve. Nearly all tho 
three per cent. certificates are held in the St 
very fe W 
of them are held anywhere else. Those banks 
hold them as part of their reserve, and ‘they are 
now actually drawing three per cent. interest 
on United States currency. 

But the Senator, while stating correctly in 
the main, has not stated with exact accurate 
ness the history of the three per cent. c rtili 
cates. No one desired to the thre 
per cent. certificates. If he will look back to 
the debate on the subject he will find that I, 
for one, took the ground that it was the most 
but we th: 
had a choice only between the three per cent. 
certificates and more five-twenty bonds. 

When the compound-interest notes became 
due the Government paid off as many as it 
could; but there were some sixty or seventy 
million dollars that it had not means to pay 
The only question then was whether we eg ald 
authorize an increase of the bonded debt or 
whether we should authorize the issuing of 
It was sup 
posed that the three per cent. certificates would 
be a temporary loan, kept out for a short time, 





issue 


| and rather than increase the bonded debt bear 


| by t 


by the banks. 


ing an interest of six per cent. in gold we 
authorized the issue temporarily of three per 
cent. certificates, and now they are held entirely 
P robably no individual in the 
United States holds a three per cent. certificate 
unless as the agent ofa bank. They are held 
in the vaults of the banks, locked up in the 
safes of the banks. While they are there they 
perform all the functions of a currency except 
actual circulation among the people. They do 
not pass from hand to hand, but they are held 

ie banks in the place of greenbacks, and 
the very moment they are paid off, unlocked, 
discharged, greenbacks must float in and take 
their place. 

Now, what advantage is derived from calli 
them in and issuing new bank circulation ? T he 
Government saves the payment of three per 
cent. intereston the certific: ates, and the banks 
are compelled tq hold greenbacks drawing 
no interest, so that we save by - substitution 
of greenbacks in the bank vaults for these three 
per cent. certificates the interest we now pay 
upon the certificates. But that is not all. if 
these certificates are made the basis of new 
banks we tax the new banks equal to about 
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three per cent., so that in this way we gain by 
reased taxation on new banks three percent., 
id we gain also by saving three per cent. in- 
terest on the certificates, thus making a gain 
i the way of investment to the United States 
of at least six per cent. interest. 
It is therefore the object of the Government 
retire these three per cent. certificates; and 
upon that retirement we can base a reason- 


uble inerease of bank circulation in the south- | 


ern and western States so as to satisfy, at least 
for a time, a just and well-founded complaint, 
it seems to me instead of acting timidly and 
foolishly and cautiously we are acting wisely 
the best interest of the people. Laut if the 
States we have been endeavoring to protect, 
whose people came to us last winter and begged 
of us not to disturb their business relations, 
think it is better to go back to the foundation 
of this matter, to go back to the old law and 
enforce that, let it be so, and let us adopt the 
amendment of the Senator from Kentucky. I 
do not think so, I think we may without dis- 
turbing any existing bank, without disturbing the 
business of any community, without deranging 
affairs anywhere, supply all the wants of the 
South and West, at least for two years, by an 
increase of banking circulation by the substi- 
tution of bank notes for the three per cent. 
cerlilicates. 

Now, in regard to the other branch of this 
bill, the sections providing for free banking 


upon a coin basis, I have no doubt that those | 


three sections will be the basis of all the banks 
of the United States within a very short time. 
Indeed, by the adoption of a funding bill, by 
the adoption of measures that look to the re- 
duction of the interest on the public debt, by 


un increase of our revenue, by our improved | 


credit, by our enlarged production, by our 
rowing commerce, by measures that may be 


adopted from time to time, we shall gradually | 


approach specie payments, and in that way all 
banks will be banks upon a coin basis. 
My honorable friend from Indiana, whose 


opinions I always respect, seemed to think | 
tat banks organized upon a gold coin basis | 


under this bill could not be maintained. Why, 
sir, they have always been maintained. They 
were maintained before the suspension of 
specie payments and can be maintained now. 
No bank ever held enough coin in its vaults 
to pay off its notes; and we have provided 
now in this bill larger securities for the pay- 
ment of these coin notes than were provided 
tor any bank notes that were ever issued by 
uny bank organization that I ever read of. 
We have provided for an actual reserve of 
twenty-five per cent. in coin. We have pro- 
vided for the deposit of bonds, payable princi- 


pal and interest in gold, for twenty per cent. | 


more than the amount of the new notes. 
There is absolute safety unless the Govern- 
ment of the United States itself perishes and 
its credit perishes. 

But the Senator says these banks will not be 
organized. 
shall at least have given to the Pacific coast 
(where long experience has shown that they 
cannot introduce the legal-tender currency of 
the United States and where gold now circu- 
lates and is the basis of all transactions) the 
opportunity of forming banks upon the national 
banking system. Why deny them that priv- 
ilege? The Senator from Indiana is afraid of 
contraction ; and yet he read from the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury that if we do 
not adopt this system greenbacks will flow into 
the Pacific States and thus create a contrac- 
tion on the Atlantic sea-board. Why, sir, if 
you let the people of California, Oregon, and 
Nevada follow out the bent of their own inclin- 
ations they will not have paper money at all 
except it be paper money based upon coin. I 
know, and their representatives are here to 
speak for them, that they are anxious to inaug- 
urate a system of banks based upon coin. Why 
not give them the opportunity? If they are 


or the best interest of the Government and | 








Then what harm is done? We | 
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organized and supplhed with these coin notes, 
asa matter of course it leaves more greenbacks 


to circulate among us, and prevents the very | 


evil my honorable friend seems to contemplate 
with terror. 


But he made another great mistake. He | 


said that coin notes were not in circulation. 
Why, sir, there are more coin notes in circula- 
tion among the people of New York city to 
day than there are greenbacks. 

Mr. MORTON. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. I ask the Senator to state 
now what he means by a coin note. Does he 
mean anything more than a promissory note 
which is to be paid in gold nominally, but 
which is really paid in greenbacks according 
to the value of gold on the day it falls due? 

Mr. SHERMAN. What I mean by a coin 
note is a note payable in eagles and half eagles 


_and dollars of gold, and not in paper currency. | 
| | tell my honorable friend now that there are 


in circulation in the city of New York between 
forty and fifty million dollars that are essen- 
tially bank notes, coin notes. 

Mr. MORTON. 
notes are given; but the material fact is that 
those notes are not redeemed in coin one time 
in a thousand, but they are redeemed in cur- 
rency at the value of coin the day they become 
due. ‘There is the important fact. The gold 
is not there. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Those notes are redeemed 


when presented with gold coin, and never in | 
any other way, at the l'reasury of the United | 


States; and there is a little bit of redemption 
occasionally here and there. People want to 
change their coin notes into coin, and they 
come to the Treasury and get it. 

Mr. MORTON. 
gold certificates. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
notes. They are called gold certificates, but 
they are in the form and similitude of bank 
notes, circulating from hand to hand; and they 
now actually trapsact a larger amount of the 
business of the city of New York than is trans- 
acted in greenbacks. My honorable triend 
cannot be ignorant that the great commercial 
transactions of this country are based upon 
gold and settled in gold, and that these coin 
notes, from the necessity of the case, are used 
as a substitute for gold. The very fact that 
private persons are willing to deposit their 
gold in the Treasury of the United States and 
receive therefor a certificate or a note without 
interest, and to hold that note from month to 
month and from year to year, shows that there 
is a commercial demand for this kind of paper, 
and that these coin notes are something that 
is equivalent to coin and that has not the un- 
certain fluctuating value of paper currency. 
They are demanded now at the great commer- 
cial centers of our country. They are de- 
manded in Oregon and California, as is sufli- 
ciently shown in this debate, and [ know the 
fact from correspondence with a great many 
persons there. ‘They would also be a conven- 
lent agency in the city of New York. 


But my honorable friend says that if a bank | 


on this basis were started in the city of New 
York it would break. How could it break ? 
Only in the same way that any other bank 
could break; but it could not break to the 
injury of the note-holder unless after exhaust- 
ing the twenty-five per cent. of gold on hand 
the bonds in the Treasury were not sufficient 
to redeem it, and thatis not a supposable case. 
If there was any doubt about that, the amount 
of notes to be issued ought to be restricted still 
further. Banking operations are carried on 
upon the basis of confidence. The very mo- 


ment you give to a bank that confidence which 
alone will maintain it, its notes,whether payable 
in currency or gold, will circulate in the com- 
munity until a suspicion is cast upon its credit. 
Then they will flow back to the vaults of the 
bank, and if a portion of them are promptly 


i do not deny that such || 


| rency. 
| give to the great commercial centers, where 


You are speaking now of | 


Certainly; they are coin | 
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met confidence is restored, and the Operation; 
goes on. re 
Sir, there is more safety and security int 
system of coin notes than there is in the po 
dollar. Why? Because paper fluctuates 
and down. Last year the fluctuation in pa-, 
money amounted to forty-five per cent, Gi 
however, remained as stable as the eta» 
hills, because it was not only the product 
labor, but it was labor and value itself, y, 
paper money fluctuates among the bulls 
bears of New York. 


pe 
The operations of th, 


' or four men there almost produced a ex}. 


trophe, and nothing settled the matter exe. 
the weight of gold in the money market, Tha 
throwing ofa little gold upon the market endo, 
that great panic. 

I believe that this system of coin notes, jy 


| banks are organized under the provisions oy 


this bill, without any sudden change in oy 
banking law, will gradually take the place 
greenbacks and also of the ordinary ban, 
notes, and that as we approach specie pay- 
ments the banks will base their operations 
entirely on gold and silver coin. But if the 
Senator is correct, if this expectation of mine 
is delusive, what harm can itdo? None wha: 


‘| ever. It will at least give to the Pacific coas; 


an opportunity of having a stable and fair cur 
It can do no harm anywhere. It wil! 


they propose to carry on their operations in 
gold, an opportunity to establish gold banks 
with ample security. 

Sir, there is no possible objection to this bil! 
except the one stated by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, and that is that the bill does 
not go to the root of the difficulty. I confess 
that that is an objection; but if we have tim- 
idly approached this question it has been in 
favor of his constituents. If he is not satis- 


| fied, and those for whom he speaks are no: 


satisfied, then let us go tothe root of the mat- 


ter. lor myself I do not desire to see any 
| injury inflicted on any portion of our people. 
| | believe that the measure proposed by the 


committee, giving to the South and West a 
small increase of their banking currency, which 
will enable them to get on for two years with 
out any cause of complaint, will be a sutlicient 
measure for the present. It will not furnish 
the equalization that is desirable ; but the West 
and South will have no reasonable cause to 
complain so long as banking facilities are open 


| for them, even it New England has more than 


itsshare. The South cannot complain when she 
may go to the Treasury of the United States 
and receive banking circulation upon the same 
terms and conditions that New England has 
hers. 

If the system is free to the extent provided 
there can be no ground for objection, although 
one portion of the country has more than 
another. It is only when it is bound round 
by an iron monopoly that there is objection to 
it. If $45,000,000 is not enough for the de- 
mand, even that would create a monopoly ; but 
from the best information that the committee 
had, from the statement of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, from the statement of the Comp- 
troller of the Currency, from whom we have au 
official document that $40,000,000 or perhaps 
$35,000,000 will cover all the applications 
made from the southern and western States, we 
thought this measure would be auseful one, and 
concluded not to propose anything more rail- 
cal. Besides, this timid measure that my hon- 
orable friend comments upon is the one sug: 
gested by the President of the United States, 
who is not avery timid man; and this very 
bill meets the hearty approval of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, from his own State. 

It seems to me that for the Senator to char 
acterize everything which does not come up lo 
his standard of what is right as wrong is rather 
going toofar. The truth is that my honorabie 
friend has introduced a bill that has a great 
many good things in it. I have read that bill 
probably as often as he has, and probably know 


its origi 
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rigin as well ; 
ai in the right direction. It looks to 
payments. It looks tothe reduction of 
int rest on the public debt. It contains 

od things; but it is not a specific for 

. ills of life. He must not offer it as an 

iment to every bill that is proposed, no 
er of what character. He must not drag 

. diseussion of that bill into every mea 

tis | ropose .d here. 

en the Committee on Finance, after care- 
consideration and with almost entire una- 
y, perhaps I may say with entire unanim 
present &@ measure here to cure a plain and 

Len evil, to remedy a plain and palpable 

istice that will not be endured any longer, 

thout inflicting any injury on his constitu- 
ents, which is only beneficial to the South 

1 West where this evil is complained of, 
ystead of receiving his denunciation, instead 
f having amendments thrust upon it to drag 
n — other topics, we ought to have met 

1 his cordial support; he ought to have 
come to us and said, ‘¢ Gentlemen, you have 
ne justice to the Westand South, at least for 

a year or two, without doing i ee stice to us.’ 
Bat if he is discontented with 
itter of course, the Senate if the y are moved 

y his arguments will go to the foundation, 

ir up all the distribution made in violation 

‘law, and give to each State and section of 
this country its fair and just share of the circu- 
lating medium. 
own opinion is, Senators, that itis better 
adopt this measure as it is, imperfect as it 
, timid as it is, and leave all the other ques- 
s which have been involved in this debate— 
question of the interest on the public debt, 
funding of the public debt, the taxing of 

public debt, what bonds banking shall be 
ba ed upon—all the multiplied forms of com- 
plicated questions growing out of our finances, 
to be discussed and decided on bills that will 

: reporte :d to youlooking to that end. Then, 

fthe Senator from Massachusetts or any other 
Senator has any favorite financial theories or 
dee cuments that he wishes to present, that will 
be time; but now when we are dealing with a 
small matter, and yet a pressing matter, it 
seems to me this is not the proper time to do 
all these things. 

I therefore repeat again what I said yester- 
lay, that [ think this bill ought to be confined 
tothe objects proposed. If the Senate do not 
agree with the committee on the measure 

ported let them offer amendments bearing 
upon those particular questions. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts is not 
of that kind. It proposes to withdraw the 
greenbacks and enlarge the limit of banking 
circulation, without any provision for a redis- 
tribution. It proposes to do what he must be 


sure 


iting 
I 
Ly 


Vy 
5 
| 
i 


e 


satisfied the tlouse of Kepresentatives wiil not | 


agree to do, at least at this session of Congress. 
I know that the greenbacks are the great 
stumbling block in the way of specie pay- 
ments, and I hope that they will be gradually 
retired and funded; but they must be funded 
into bonds bearing a low rate of interest and 
withdrawn in that way. 
As I do not wish to occupy the attention of 
= Senate again I desire now to reply to one 
* two other points made by my friend from 
Yes liana. He says that there are a great many 
abuses growing out of this system of nation: al 
banks. I agree with him in that respect ; and 
you never had a system of banking or a system 
ot any other kind so extensive as this that 
mld not be subject to abuse. All we can 


T 
and most of it I can support. || 


| the whole South and West ae 
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the Senator dra; 


: is discussion of a 
measure intended 


this constituents and 
ntroversy about 
laws? The general sentiment is 





our interest 


ul 


| coming to be that money, like every « th rcom- 


, then, as a | 








say is that experience has shown that this is | 


best banking system which has yet been | 


vised. Hesays the banks in Indiana charge 
) high a rate of interest. 
lr. MORTON. 
irticularly in that respect 
Mr. SHERMAN. Well, in the whole coun- 
try. Admit it, the law leaves to every State 
to regulate that matter to suit itself. Would 


I did not speak of Indiana || 


1} 
| 
| 


| 


|| 


| 








modity, ought to be left tree to bearas high or 
as low a price as the parties can agree upon; 
and experience in European countries ha 
shown that where the rate of interest is | 
free it is lowe iS a gen I But tl 
yught rt d 3 
be« l | ( i may 
{ix t i No 
bank can ¢ { OV Uhre 
laws of the St ns Oo st 

i suppo ed that in) Indianathe y had alaw w 
allowed ten per cent. interest « L contract to 
pay ten per cent. If », the banks can charg 
no more; and if they do they forfeit thet 
charters, they forfeit the whole interest on the 
debt, al they are liable to be wound up ol 


) 
complaint. ‘That is not all. A severe pro 
vision was int roduc ‘ed into the banking law, 
if l remember aright, by which the debtor may 
at any time within two years sue for and recover 
the unlawful interest charged. 

Mr. MORTON. The Comptroller says that 
is a dead letter. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Why do they not do it? 
The reason it is a dead letter is that no honor- 
able man having made a fair contract would 
go and sue to recover back the money paid. 
it is like the case of a man who is addicted to 

umbling: he will submit to his loss rather than 
appeal to the courts for redress. ‘hat is not 
the fault of the law. If there is any fault about 
it it is the fault of the people. 

But the Senator says the banks pay interest 
on deposits. Why, sir, at the last Congress the 
Committee on Finance reported here a bill to 
prohibit the payment of interest on deposits. 
My friend from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. Cameron, | 
and, I think, my friend from Indiana, opposed 
it with great violence. 

Mr. MORTON. I did not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. At any rate my friend 
from Pennsylvania and most of the Senator 
around him opposed it with great warmth, and 
it was defeated. Now we do not propose to 
put on this bill a proposition like that, which 
would bring about inevitable defeat, although 
[ agree with the Senator that the banks ought 
not to be allowed to pay interest on deposits. 
The Comptroller of the Currency has several 
times recommended to us to pass a law pro- 
hibiting the payment of interest on deposits, 
and the Committee on Finance is in favor of it, 
but the Senate is not. Would my honorable 
friend load down this bill with an amendment 
that has already been voted down by the Sen- 
ate? You cannot correct all these abuses and 
accomplish all the ends you desire by a single 
measure. If the aim and object of this meas- 
ure is agood one, if its tendencies are correct, 
then it ought to be adopted without regard to 
the multitude of other questions that may be 
thrust into this debate. 

Mr. President, I am sorry that I have occu- 
pied so much time; but I again express the 
hope that this bill, which certainly in its pres- 


| ent form is a simple one, confined to the ques- 


tions I have stated, may be brought to a vote 
to-night, and thus give way for other import- 
ant bills which are now pressing upon the 
attention of Congress. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I unite with 
my friend from Ohio in desiring that the atten- 


| tion of the Senate should be confined to the 


precise question before it ; 
me if I say that I do not unite with him in say- 
ing that that is a small matter. That is the 
language of the Senator as I took it down, 
dealing with a small mat- 


but he will pardon 


‘‘that we are now 
ter.’’ Small, sir, it may be to the Senator ; 

great it is to the country. 
he Senator may make it small in his own 
thought, to his own vision; but he 
change its essential character. ‘The 


great it ought to be. 


_ 
i 
} 


cannot 
proposi- 


tion before the Senate now concerns the cur- 
rency ofthis country, and no proposition touch- 
ing that can be small. 

he Senator charged me with seeking to 
compl icate the « question. Sir, he did m 

| have no such desire. On the other 
am anxious: to simplify the question 


yustice, 


hand | 


l am anxious to relieve the question of 
complications and embarrassments throw 
han it yy enous sition of the committee. 


I do not seek to complicate it. Most sincerely, 

y I declare to you that my object 

is to promote the sin rphi fication of this meas 

ure. IT wish to relieve it of dtvnhetetaninan 
® ° ? 

by which it is surrounded. 


How do I complicate we My | 


most earnestly 


propos sition 
that of the commit 
But it is not only 
it is in itself and intrinsically m: 

imple than the proposition of the committ 

Look at it, sir; Task any Senator to con i 
is not in itself more simple 


is a distinct substitute for 
tee, ‘here is 
a substitute, 


simplici ity. 


and tell me if it 
than that reported. I am sure that it is. 

The committee propose to extend the cur- 
rency; sodol. ‘The object of the committee 
is ac comp lished in two different g 
is acc omplis I 


; mine 
[heir process 
s,if | may so characterize it, artificial ; mine is 
natural. They propose ar tifieis ally to withdraw 
$45.000,000 of an existing security and to 


ections 


ied in one ser ee 


allow a banking circulation in certain parts of 
the country to that amount. I propose t 
extend the whole bankin 
country from $300,000,00 


irculation of 


g ¢ 
0 to S900,000 000 1 
the occasion requires it, and to allow banks 
over the country according to their exigencic 
to enjoy this circulation. That is my proposi 
tion, simple, not complicated, not embarrassed 
by anything else, as is the case with the propo 
tion of the committee. Sir, this is my reply 
to the allegation of the Senator that I seek to 
complicate his proposition. He does me injus 
tice, he does my amendment injustice. 

Then the Senator goes forward and says that 
if the proposition of the committee is vot 
down he will go tothe root of the matter. Sir, 
I like that; I wish the Senator would go to the 
root of the matter. But what to him is the root 
of the matter? Nothing but this: it isto str 
at the banks of the North and the Kast. ‘That 
is going to the rootof the matter with him, and 
that is the menace which the Senator hold 
over the Senate to try to induce them to sus 
tain his proposition. He holds it over me, he 
holds it over Senators from the North and the 
East, that if they do not take his bill, then he 
will go to the root of the matter; being noth 
ing less than this: that he will despoil the 
North and the Kast of the banking facilities 
th ry now enjoy. ‘That is his idea of the root 
of the ms one 

Now, sir, I wish he would go to the root of 
the matter. Te my mind the root of the mat 
ter is very clear; it is nothing less than this: 
vo down to sound pri 
system that shali be simple, 


ciples, and establish a 
equal, and just, 
iainst which there can be no possible excep- 
tion. Such a system I present in the amend- 
ment which I have sent to the Chair. Let it 
be adopted, sir. and you will have 
facilities all over the country just according to 
the demand, and you will have no injustice in 
any part of the country. 

‘The Senator from Ohio has already admitted 
more than once in this debate that the proposed 
withdrawal of currency from the North and 
Kast cannot be accomplished without disturb 
ance to the channels of trade. And yet he 
holds over us the menace that he will sustain 
such a proposition. I believe the very fact 
that his proposition if carried out wou! d di 
turb the channels of trade is an all-suthcient 
argument against it. mapouany is it so when 
[ present to you another prop: 
not only simple, but entirely equitable and just. 

THURMAN. Mr. President, the prop- 
osition of the from Massachusetts 
which is now pending is a proposition to re 


banking 


sition wi i 18 


Senator 


urn 








as 
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fo specie payments at once. It is a proposi- 
tion to extend the national bank circulation 


200,000,000, and in order to prevent an infla- || 


t.on of the currency to retire an equal amount 
of greenbacks. 
only be retired by payment in gold, or at the 
option of the holder by funding them in some 
Government security; but in whichever way 
they be retired they pass out of circulation, 
and thus at one swoop you take more than 


] 
] 
i} 


| 
| 


Now, these greenbacks can | 


hands of Congress. I do not like it for another 


| reason, because the directand inevitable tend- 
ency of such a system is to perpetuate the | 


public debt, to make it the interest of every 
banker in the country who holds stock in these 


| banks to perpetuate the public debt in order 


half, nearly two thirds, of the legal-tenders of || 
the country out of circulation, and to that || 


extent you lessen the ability of the people to 
pay their debts in what is now the currency in 
which debts are contracted and in which they 
are ordinarily paid. 

If, then, there is to be an indication of relief 
to the people in the way of equalizing currency 
the proposition of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts makes that dependent upon another propo- 
sition whieh will intlict a hundredfold more 
injury upon the people than any increase or 
equalization of the currency can do good. I 
um no enemy to a resumption of specie pay- 
nents at the proper time. I was educated in 
nhard money school. I believe in hard money, 
and dislike paper money; but I do not believe 
in an instant resumption of specie payments, 
or any such monstrous stride toward it as is 
contemplated by the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts. So much for that. 

And now, sir, a few words upon the bill itself. 
I do not propose to go into any general discus- 
sion of financial questions; I propose to con- 
fine myself to this bill; and indeed, after the 
remarks that | have heard from my colleague 
to-day, | almost concluded to forego saying 


anything at all, for he spoke with so much | 


pirit and with so much justice, I think, inthe 
mass of what he said as to leave very little to 

This bill, as has been said, is twofold. The 

t two sections profess to attempt an equal- 
ization of the currency; the remaining three 
ections authorize free banks limited only by 
limited first by the extent of the 
honded debt of the United States, and second 
by the ability of the banks to maintain specie 
payments. Itis perfectly obvious, therefore, 
that whenever we arrive at specie payments, if 
this bill shall become a law, you may have just 


two things: 


ns many banks in this country as can get cur- | 
. . ' 
rency by deposit of the bonds of the Govern- 


ment. The first limitis the bonds of the Gov- 
ernment, $2,000,000,009 or more. ‘he second 
limit is their ability to maintain specie pay- 
ments. I will not say how many banks would 
be organized under this bill when we return to 
specie payments; but it is easy to see that 
they would be everywhere ; and itis as easy to 
see that the amount of their circulation no man 
can foretell, for l wish the Senate to mark that 


there is no limit whatever tothe circulation of | 


the bunks that may be organized under the third 
section of this bill except the two | have men- 
tioned, Their circulation cannot extend be- 
a per cent. of the Government bonds 


| that he may enjoy his banking privileges. 


But I do not propose to go intothat. I think 
these three sections of the bill ought not to be 
in the bill. I think there is no necessary con- 
nection between them and the first two sections 


of the bill. 


What necessary connection is there between 
them and a measure to authorize free banking 
in the country? I can see none, or at least 
none so close as to incorporate these two sub- 
jects in the same bill. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Willi my colleague allow 


|| me to answer that point? 





Mr. THURMAN. With great pleasure. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Itis proper that it should 
be put and proper that it should be answered. 
It is very manifest that if these coin notes are 
to be authorized to be issued and such banks 
authorized to be organized in California, to 
the extent that they are organized they will 
relieve the necessity of the distribution of cur- 
rency to California and the other Pacific States. 
That was the view taken by the representa- 
tives of the Pacific coast, and also in the city of 
New York, and Charleston, and New Orleans, 
that it would be just the same as if we raised 
the amount of increased bank circulation to 
$60,000,000, allowing $15,000,000 for these coin 
note banks. We estimate that $15,000,000 will 
fill the channels of circulation in certain parts 
of the country and you thus make the $45,000,- 
000 provided for inthe bill go further. It was 
not expected that during the suspension of 
specie payments these coin banks would be 
organized to an amount probably exceeding 
fifteen millions, depending on how far the peo- 
ple of California should choose to adopt that 
system, and beyond question they will be organ- 
ized in New York. ‘That is the answer. 

Mr. THURMAN. If that were allright, still, 
it seems to me, these three sections ought to 
have no place in this bill, but ought to be the 
subject of a separate bill. But really this is 
the first time I have known that anybody in the 
gold States—in Nevada, in California, or in 
Oregon—wanted any of your banking privileges 
at all. They are not the people who are com- 


| plaining of the unequal distribution of the cur- 
|| reney. 


They want nothing to do with your 
currency. ‘hey have a far better currency than 
yours; and if they want gold notes they can 
have gold notes easily enough. Their banks 
which they have there already can issue gold 
notes, or certificates of deposit payable in gold, 


| which would pass as a currency; but they want. 


none of your paper money. ‘They have the best 


of all possible money ; they have the real gold, 
/ and they want nothing else, at least so far as 


| my observations go. 


I had the pleasure of 


| being in California last summer and of talking 


they may deposit ; and in practice it would not | 


extend beyond their ability to maintain specie 
payments. With these two limitations upon 
it they may add $500,000,000 or more to the 
circulation of the country if they can main- 
tain specie payments on such an issue as that. 


Now, sir, it does seem to me that this part | 
of the bill has not attracted the attention that | 


it deserves. 
of the most important measures in a financial 
point of view ever presented to the Senate ; 
that it is a measure of immense magnitude 
whether or not you shall inaugurate a free bank- 
ing system upon public stocks that shall per- 
meate every neighborhood of the United States. 

I do not intend at this time to express my 
views upon that — further than to intimate 
that, 1 do not like such a system. I do not 
like it because of its political effects ; I do not 
like it because it is one of the most powerful 
of all the agencies that can be ouplendl to 
consolidate all the powers of Government inthe 


It does seem to me that it is one | 





there with many business men who were 
extremely polite to all visitors there, and I 
never heard one man suggest for a moment that 
he wanted any of your national bank currency. 
But if it were so now would it justify you in 
saying that for the temporary purpose of equal- 
izing the currency a little you should put into 
this bill a proposition to authorize for all time 
to come free and unlimited banking in the 
United States under an act of Congress? It 
seems to me that these three sections have no 
place in the bill, and I hope they will be 
stricken out. 

Now, sir, as to the first part of the bill, that 
portion of it which proposes to equalize the 
currency, I think the Senator from Massachu- 
setts has most properly characterized that as an 
ineffectual measure. The simplest statement 


in the world will show how ineffectual it is. 
New England, with less than one tenth of the 
population of the Union, has more than one 
Now, sir, if you add 


third of the circulation. 


|| of New England? You donot takeadolla 
her, and she will still have more than tw 
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45,000,000 to the circulation it will then ; 
$345,000,000; call it in round numbers $25 e 
000,000, and what then will be the Proportion 
r fre mm 
enths of the circulation, nearly one third of j; 
She now has a little over one third; add yo., 
$45,000,000, and she still, with less than o,,. 
tenth the population of the country, wil] hay 
nearly one third of the circulation of the eoy, 
try, not by the operation of the laws of trad, 
but that one third obtained under an act ,/ 


| Congress and under what my colleague mos; 


conclusively demonstrated the other day was 
an illegal administration of an act of Congres: 

You do nothing in the world to rectity that 
evil. Under laws that were unjust because of 
their unequal distribution, and under an illeca| 


| administration of those laws that doubled tho 


injustice, you permit that injustice to remain 
aud you offer some sort of a douceur to the 


| western and the southern States not to com- 





plain of it. That is the whole of the first part 
of this bill. Instead of being a bill to equalize 
the currency it is a bill to prevent its equal; 
zation; it is a bill to make it more difficult jy 
the future to equalize it. 

My friend and colleague in the opening 
speech that he made on this bill, with singular 
felicity, with remarkable brevity and perspicu- 
ity, showed how unequal this distribution of 
the currency is, and-how it has resulted in 
great part from an illegal administration of the 
law. Let me, however, add a little to what he 
said on that subject. 1 will do it in a very 
few minutes. The basis of what I shall say js 
in a table which I have compiled with very 
great care and circumspection : ‘ 


New England States— Population in 1868, 3,644,568. 


States. Cireulation, 
PE aia i aaaeten Gi dstindea<csicken ed ciebeiniooe $7,509,196 
A RINE G caisincebich cassesccecrcsinavecncwvvienees 4,281,195 
VPP RNOI GS .cicncsedesess bie cuipaae stnibetenecities pineas 5,751,720 
Massachusetts ............sscce0ess ceaiiath ccekesh nade 57,046,030 
NE INE scane cic ouksnpudececucheassanateMaieieinns 12,486, 
Connecticut............ dabechtaesiusttabeeestiaketreen 17,433,978 

PIN saccddicchanissdsniatouatimicdnastamaaseeen 


Per capita, $28 67. 


Middle States and District of Columbia— Population 
tn 1868, 10,227,000. 








Stater, Circulation. 

NOW Y Or ..0sc0rescccesesecceessssesecccsees $68,553,175 
EE PE si cnincnaceansdaiwadnviveatel » 9,407,115 
NT ENON. 7 5 sv chactaihayseie<icsccncpaShsnsuie conta 38,748 606 
PRE FURIE cocci sisiasccenscocnerocessctesansesicnssdeverecs Gy U10,000 
Delaware ............+ sescevonsensesscasesoene pesvesteceee 191 97,025 
District of Columbia.............00 ieeduaa miickeies 1,099,571 
a ieiobes bist jensen’ $127,916,972 








Per capita, $12 57. 


Western States—Population in 1868, 14,120,772. 
States, 

CIRO csantivssnptnetpdannaniones 
Indiana...... 
Michigan...... noe 
TULiMO1S...so0r0resceercersescesersrereesersccensesensrsosess 
NE -tiosscieisnkvbeine ssqn’ icjuunneinen sain pateeaian ; 
Minnesota....... bbow studs sic Webiee sestoepeuanestecouties ‘ 
RQWR. .iresstnreireccescdvenccsesesonscooneceneeccoenssecosaees 
tl one cnet hae nindiahaainsvealis tookes 
BEG cdphacascsvees EE OR A TEA Ss 
TOOK Pion oc's écosesseoses Abdussb ba tecabsthinbeadcbaboated 
GRO sii éns cick hs etched idivocdibun hintbith date ota 
BEET iccceisctctteescisteins ves commblegnaiinampie 









$57,644,006 


Per capita, $4 08. 
Southern States— Population in 1868, 9,428,553. 








States, Circulation. 
I, ck ct thnch ind nb obs tockbh bean nh duct Geta tEaks 3: 
I I ioled ei senindiass epipieeenemnorapnieastibons 
eS OS ae e a hiatteedaitorteones 
SEEN URN RINDh Liidcainhs covokendbbncctan tidbscchostons 
IIS. . daiialos can qotindadaeed obaheoGeisbaainnlitven iafeoobivs } 
RL oct tik sdhntsiah thine sicalliseadenmainahd ila aiid - 
pO ES EE AAS oe 233, 
TD ai vicecactsidssscinedss i es 53: 
Pn ee 1,094,059 
SEAS... .ccrscssocccece osaeviente pen seonsencodetns niceneganreses 407 
Arkansass.......000000008 inal tittenad daaenicenmnabemben ROSIE 
MODOGING vindedcrcieetsstd idedcesdie aed 1,191,551 
Detial vi senssoseses han iphnceehbnagigibanendniapsdaisé tentotes $9,143,959 


Per capita, ninety-seven cents. 
I take the ape of the United States 
as ascertained by the officers of the internal 


1870. 
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enue service in 1868, and which bears the 
t of examination, as show n by the increase 
f population from time to time in the United 
States. That shows a population in the six 
New England States in 1868 of 8,644,568, 
ee than one tenth of the population of the 
ion. What amount of the national bank 
ey did those six States have? What have 

y ans according to the la ist report of the 
nptroller of the Currency? One hundred 
four million five hundre d and nine thou- 
- hundred and nineteen dollars, being 
woman, and 


re 
i 


ine 

8 67 per capita to every man, 

child in the New England States. . 
Mr. SHERMAN. My colleague is inaccu- 

-ate in the figures. It is a great deal more 

than that. 

Mr. THURMAN. I am willing to take it 

+that. Itis bad enough even at that. 

“Mr. SHERMAN. 
i The population of New Eng- 
nd by the last census was a xbout three mil- 

ions, if I remember aright. 

| THURMAN. ‘Three millions six hun- 

dre " and forty-four thousand five hundred and 


xty- -eight. 


“Mr. SHERMAN. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
to be right, for taking New England at four 
millions, which I estimated her at when I had 
oceasion to examine this question a year ago, 


Perhaps you are right. 


It is nearly fifty dollars | 


wT 


I think I shall be found | 


and which would be her population by adding | 
from 1860 up to this time the annual increase | 


of three and a fraction per cent., the amount 
of her circulation was, as well as I recollect, 
about thirty-one dollars per capita. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The error was this: sev- 
ral of the New England States have no more 
1an their proportion. T‘or instance, 


I think | 


the State of Maine, perhaps, and two or three | 


others, have not much more than their propor- 
ion; but taking the three leading States, Mas- 

“a usetts, Rhode Island, and Connecti: 

average is about fifty dollars an inhabitant. 

Mr. THURMAN. That may be; I do not 

iy how that matter is; but I take the whole 
of those States and it makes $28 67 per head. 

Now, take the middle States and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, and the 
District of Columbia have a population of 

),227,000, and a circulation of $127,916,972, 
being $12 87 per capita. 

Now, take the great Northwest. 1 use that 
word ** great ’’ with respect to her territory, not 
for the purpase of bragging. I take the States 
of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Wiscon- 
sin, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Ken- 
tucky, Nebraska, and Nevada. 
vada because it was in the calculation which 
| had seen and saved me some figuring. Their 
population is 14,120,772, and their circulation 
357,644,066. The per capita is only $4 08. 
That is the condition of the Northwest. 

Now take the southern States. Virginia, 
West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louis- 
iana, Texas, Arkansas, and Tennessee, have 
a population of 9,428,883, and a circulation of 
$9,143,935—per capitaninety- sevencents. The 

single city of Providence, Rhode Island, has 
almost as much circulation as the whole of 
these southern States. 

while they have only $9,143,935. 

I confess I am amazed to hear anybody say 
that this system of injustice, this state of in- 
equality and wrong, ought to be perpetuated, 
and that if not perpetuated injustice is done to 
the States whose banks have such an excess of 
circulation. Sir, do these New England banks 
and the banks of New York need that circula- 
tion - their own people ? 
p eopl e that they must have such a circulation ? 
When in the world, before your national bank- 
ing system was adopted, did the six New 
EK ngland States ever have a circulation of 
$104,000,000? And it must be remembered 

that they have their share of greenbacks too. 
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vut, the 


She has $8,872,085, | 





When did they ever find it necessary to have 
any such circulation as that? Never in the 
world. No, it is not for their own purposes, 
it is not for their 


own business: but it is to 
have certain things which you by your law 
have made to circulate as money, to wit, the 


national bank notes, 


to lend at usurious rates 
of interest to other 


tions of the country 
that they cling with such tens acity to the advan- 
tage which they have. 

verybody knows how it works. 
in Ohio well enough. 


sec 


We see it 
Kvery fall when our wool 
crop and our wheat crop are ready to be moved, 
what do we find? We find money borrowed 
from New York, money borrowed from Bos- 


| ton, money borrowed from the New England 


States by the people of Ohio to move their 
crops, and what is the money they get? They 

get these national bank notes, and upon how 
the people of Ohio pay an annual tribute in the 


| Ws ay of interest to these monopolists of this eur- 


| rency 


|} amount to which she is entitled. 


It is a regular drain upon Ohio. Buat, 
sir, it is felt in Ohio very much less than in 
other States, because Ohio has nearer her pro- 
portion of the national bank currency to which 
she is entitled; perhaps very nearly the fall 
But how is 


it with the South? How is their crop to be 


| moved but by borrowing money at usurious 


rates of interest from these people who have a 


| monopoly of the currency ? 


[t is giving therefore to the people in one 
section a monopoly of the privilege of issuing 
notes to circulate as money, and making all 
other parts of the Union tributary to them, 
drawing money from all other parts for the 
loan of their credit ; for it is nothing but bor- 
rowing credit. 
banks to issue notes and loan them. It is 
nothing but a loan of credit; and while the 
people of the South and the people of the West 
could, if you would allow them to do it, carry 


on their business and move their crops on their 


own credit, you by thissystem and this inequal- 
ity compel them to borrow the credit of the 
people of New England and the people of New 
York and pay interest for it ; and just to that 
extent do you drain the people of the West and 
drain the people of the South. It is nothing 
but tribute. It isas much tribute as if you 
required the tax-gatherers of the United States 


| to levy so much taxes upon the people of the 


|| When I heard him 


| shape of this bill, 


| to redistribute it all at once. 


| of this Union. 
| any section of the Union. 


West and upon the people of the South and 


| pay those taxes, not into the national coffers, 
| but into the coffers of the national banks of 


the East. 
My colleague was perfectly right in saying, 


| and I rejoiced to hear him say it, that this 1s 


I include Ne- || 


an injustice which will not be submitted to. 
make that declaration, 
when I felt strengthened by that declaration, 
I was sorry to see that his performance, in the 


sense of justice and of right. 

Mr. President, 1 see no way to get at this 
injustice but to take the course indicated by 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] and 
redistribute this currency. Ido not ask you 
I do not wish to 
disturb the business relations of any section 
I have no prejudices against 
I do not wish to 
destroy trade ; but I wish something like jus- 
tice done ; and if we cannot have a complete 
redistribution now, let us begin that redistri- 
bution in the right way, and ultimately carry 
it to its proper end. 

Mr. CONKLING rose. 

Mr. THURMAN. I shail be through ina 
moment; and the rising of my friend from 


| New York reminds me to say a few words 
Is it for their ov'n || 


about his State. Why, sir, in the olden time 
the banks of New York city had the least cir- 
culation of any banksin the country. I believe 
the Manhattan Company never issued a note 
before it became a national bank. I recollect 
when the great Bank of Commerce had a cir- 
culation of only two or three hundred thou- 


Congress has authorized these | 
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| word ‘* blamable.’’ 


- > 

450 
sand dollars. You do not want a large circu- 
lation of bank notes in a great city. You do 


your business upon checks; you have your 
clearing-houses. You do not need anything 
like the amount of currency per capita that 
the people in an agricultural dis trict do, where 
there are no bank checks, where nobody takes 
bank checks, where nobody ank 
account, where there is no clearing-house, 
where everything is done with money. There 
the amount of money per an aang di 

much greater than it is in a gre: 
center 


Keeps & | 


umerci: al 
-, like New York or London, where almost 


everythi ngis done by checks or by mere credits 


in the clearing-house. 

But, now, how is it under the present sys 
tem? Why, sir, under this aren bank 
ing system the banks of thee ity of New York 


have monopolized the lion’s share of the cur 
rency. They have done it with greatinjustice 
to the cor intry bat iks of New York. If the 
statement of a bank president from western 
New York that I had on my table ros terday is 
correct, and I see no reason to do: abt it, the 
city banks unde r this national banking system 
have monopolized the currency that ought 
properly to belong to the rural districts of that 
State. But, sir, it is of no use to go into di 
tails; it is of no use to chop up a State in such 
a manner as this in order to show the inequality 
[ complain of. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator i 
to supervise the internal affairs of New York 
in this respect I will not indulge my curiosity ; 
but I should like to know whether he intend 
the Senate to understand that New York is to 
be associated, as he seems to have associated 
New York, with New England, as blamable 
in respect of excess of circulation? 

Mr. THURMAN. I have not used the 


[ have not blamed any 


;7olIng 
going 


| body. 


Mr. CONKLING. That is my word; but | 


understood the honor: able Senator to c lassi 


came so much short of his | 


| to the Xe nate that the State of New York isi 


New York with Ingland in this 
and my question is, whether 


New regard ; 


he means to say 

| } 

excess with respect to the circulation whi 

has been distributed to her? 

Mr. THURMAN. Ido. 
Senator now. 


Mr. CONKLING. 


enough to state what he deems the exce: 


» 


York enjoys in circulation ? 
the 


Mr. THURMAN. By 


I will answer the 


Will the Senator be kind 
38 Ne WwW 


report of the 


| Comptroller of the Currency the State of New 


Yo oh as $68,553,175 of circulation. You have 


| four million population, one tenth of the pop 


| tion it would give you $ 


ulation of the United States, and you have 
$68,000,000 of circulation. Having one tenth 
of the population, if the national bank cur 
rency were distributed according to popula 
: 330,000,000. You have 


| $8,000,000 more than twice $30,000,000 ; and 


ry York is 
I hope my friend is 


therefore I do say the State of New 
very greatly in excess. 
satisfied on that subject. 

Mr. CONKLING. In answer to that re- 
mark I beg to say that I think the Senator is 
quite mists aken, and at a more appropriate time 
1 will endeavor to tell him why. 

Mr. THURMAN. I shall be happy to be 


corrected now. 


| mistaken. 


Mr. CONKLING 
rou. 

Mr. THURMAN. If 1 am mistaken it 
because the Comptroller of the Currency i 
He says that you have $68,000,000 
of circulation in New York. I say that if th 
currency were distributed according to popu 
lation you would have only $30,000,000, 
therefore you are in the same 
the New England States. 

Mr. President, I believe I have 


care about saying on this subject. 


No, I will not disturb 


and 
category with 
> said all that J 

If we wish 
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to right this wrong, if we wish justice done to 
the West and South, if we do not want the peo- 
ple of this country to be taxed in the shape of 
interest for the loan of credit by these monop- 
olists of the Kast—and I do not use the word 
‘*monopolists’’ in any offensive sense—if we do 


not wantthe peopleofthe Westand the people of | 
the South to have to pay a large portion of their | 


earnings tor a mere loan of credit by the people 
of the Kast, when they are capable of carrying 
on their whole business on their own credit if 
you will only antie their hands; if we want to 
stop that thing, the way to do it is in the direc- 
tion pointed out by the Senator from Kentucky 
and the amendment he offers. It is because 
the bill that is now offered does not go in that 


direction, because it is a mere palliative and | 


does not answer the purpose of equalizing the 
currency, that I am opposed to it. 
some things in it that I like exceedingly well. 


There are 


| think every person ought to have assented at | 
y} g 


once to what my colleague, the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance, said this morning 


as to the propriety of withdrawing the three | 
percents. They oughtto be withdrawn. There | 


no reason in the world why we should be 


paying two millions of interest upon them ; for | 


| believe those three per cents. now amount to 
something like seventy or seventy-five million 
dollars. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Vorty-five million dollars, 

Mr. THURMAN. You have it so in the 
bill, but L see in the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury that they are put at $69,000,000, 

Mr. SHERMAN. Forty-five million dollars 
is the amount. 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, say $45,000,000. 
There is a million and a quarter that you are 
paying every year on them in the shape of 
There is no reason in the world why 
it should continue to be paid. They ought to 
be withdrawn. You save just that much by 
withdrawing them and the sooner they are 
withdrawn the better. Whether this bill passes 
or notthey ought to be withdrawn ; but certainly 
they ought not to be withdrawn and compel the 
banks to keep in their reserve $45,000,000 of 
greenbacks and thereby contract the currency 
that much. Therefore, if you do withdraw them 
it is perfectly right to issue $45,000,000 to 
take the place of the greenbacks that the banks 
must then hold in their reserve. That is per- 
fectly right. 

this bill would equalize the currency, if 
it would goa great way toward equalizing it, if 
it would be a substantial step toward it, | would 
cheerfully give the first two sections of the bill 
my support; but as I regard it as so ineffect- 
ual a measure for that purpose and as blocking 
the way to a proper redistribution of the cur- 
rency | shall be compelled, as at present ad- 
vised, to oppose it in the hope that some better 
measure may at some time take its place. 
: Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, obtained the 
lioor, 


Mr. CONKLING. 


interest. 


I ask the Senator from 


Maine to allow me a single moment. I will 
occupy but 9 moment? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Yes, sir. 


Mr. CONKLING. 
as | can do without interrupting, the Senator 
from Ohio and to state to him, without going 
into any elaboration, that my umderstanding 
of the matter, subject to correction, is this: 
according to the two distributions which had 
already taken place, without any disregard of 
law or departure from law, New York would 
be entitled to about fifteen dollars by the head. 
[ do not stop now to ascertain the fraction nor 
with precision the amount, but it would be 
about fifteen dollars. In trath and in fact if 
the distribution there exceeds sixteen dollars it 
exceeds it only by a fraction, because although 
a table which the Senator has seen may show 
$19 93 per capita, that is reduced by the fact 
that banks have gone out and been wound up; 
so that the truth is sixteen dollars or sixteen 
dollars and a fraction, which I believe to be 


‘| the same breath of both that they had in the | 
/ same way exceeded that amount of distribu- || 


Now, I beg to answer, | 


4 small ; whereas in truth, under the construction 
of the law contended for, and doubtless correct, 
fifteen dollars and a fraction would be, as I 
believe, within the demand which New York 
would have a right to make. I thank the Sen- 
ator from Maine for allowing me to make this 
correction. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator from 
Maine allow me just one moment? 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Yes, sir. 
Mr. THURMAN. ‘The answer of the Sen- 
ator from New York is no answer at all to the 
| line of argument I was engaged in. 
ator said if the distribution had been made 
without any illegality, according to the princi- 
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The Sen- || 


| the amendment. 


ples of the national banking act, New York | 


would have had thus and so. ‘That is one of 
the very things I complain of, that that mode 
of distribution by that banking act was an 
unjust one; it was partly a distribution per 
capita and partly a distribution according to 
business. 

Mr. CONKLING. And I was taking at 
that moment no issue with the Senator in that 
regard. I wassimply seeking to correct what 


tion when he put New York and New England 
together; insisting, as | understood him, in 


tion which they might have under a system 
| which he chooses to denounce. I am taking 
| no issue in respect of the merits of the system. 
I simply want to except New York from the 
| statement he makes that some States vastly in 
excess, even under this system which he deems 
pernicious, have applied for and obtained cir- 
culation. That, I maintain, is not true of the 
State of New York, unless it be trpe in a very 
immaterial degree. 
Mr. THURMAN. 
| indulgence of my friend from Maine. I did 
| not say because | did not know, and I do not 


| sulted in giving anything to New York or not. 
| I did not know how that matter was. If it 
| only resulted in favor of New England, if 
| New England beat New York city, then for 
| once in the world New York city was not as 
| sharp as she usually is. 
} 


| which was demonstrated by my colleague re- 


ing from one stand-point and I was speaking 
from another. I was taking population alone 
as the basis, and he was taking the basis pro- 
vided by the national bank act. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
| the basis. 
| Mr. THURMAN. Yes; he was taking that. 
| I was complaining of the law because of the 
| very basis of the law, and he was standing by 
that as the perfection of human reason. There 
| we differ. 


I am taking the law as 


Mr. CONKLING. Oh, no; I was not stand- 
ing by it as the perfection of human reason. 
| Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator from 
| Maine yield to me a moment? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORTON. I desire to submit two 
amendments, or to give notice of them that 
they may be considered by the Senate. Inline 
three of the first section I desire to strike out 
| $45,000,000 and to insert $52,000,000. It will 


circulation. 

| <The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair wili 
| state that that amendment is now in order and 
| will take precedence of the pending amend- 
|}ment. The amendment of the Senator from 


tions of the bill, and any amendment to perfect | 


those sections is in order before the question 
| is taken on striking them out. 
Mr. MORTON. Then I 


move to insert 


the third line of the first section, as it will take 
$52,000,000, to give $45,000,000 of actual circu- 
lation, the issue requiring $7,000,000 of green- | 


One word more, with the | 


I do not know how | 
that matter was at all. The Senator was speak- | 


take $52,000,000 to give $45,000,000 of actual | 


| $52,000,000" instead of * $45,000,000"? in | 
| 
| 


I thought and think was an untrue classifica-, | 











January 26, 


backs to be withdrawn. I shali further 
additional sections two sections taken from t) 

bill that passed the Senate last spring, providin 
for a redistribution ofthe currency, and Sesealt 
ing them so that they will take but $13.09. 
000 from the State in excess, to be distribute) 
to the States that have not their share: ens 
$13,000,000 not to be taken, however, unti! +), 
> rms) = 


$52,000,000 provided for by the other amen 
ment shall have been exhausted, providiy, 


Oller As 


that after the $52,000,000 provided by the 6, 
| section have been exhausted, then $13,009.09 
may be withdrawn from the States in expec. 
in accordance with the provisions contained ; 
This will make $65,000. 
provided for altogether, which I think wij| \, 
sufficient for the wants of the West and ¢! 
South. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
tional sections? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. They are no 
now in order. ‘The first amendment ig tho 
pending amendment now before the Senate. 
to strike out ‘*$45,000,000,’’ in the third line o; 
the first section, and to insert ‘*$52,000,000,' 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I did not hear the Sey 
ator state his reason for changing this amount 
from $45,000,000 to $52,000,000. What wa: 
his specific reason for that change? 

Mr. MORTON. I will state to the Senato; 
| that the $45,000,000 of three per cents, supply 
| exactly that amount of currency; that isto say. 
they stand in the place of that many green. 
backs in the reserves of the banks. When they 
are withdrawn $45,000,000 of greenbacks have 
to be withdrawn from circulation and held as 
reserve. ‘T'he issue of $45,000,000 of national! 
bank currency makes a reserve of nearly seven 
million greenbacks necessary to support thi 
new issue of $45,000,000. ‘Therefore it would 
be a virtual contraction of nearly seven millio: 
dollars. ‘lo prevent any contraction growing ou 
of this withdrawal of the new reserve forthe ne 
issue of national bank notes I propose to ma! 
the issue of national bank notes $52,000,000, 
and that will give $45,000,000 in actual circu 
lation, just the amount that is withdraw: 


Those are add 


taken from the States in excess, if it shall b: 
demanded after the $52,000,000 have bee: 


| and then to provide $18,000,000 more to| 
| 


| taken up. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Mr. President, 

I do not rise to enter into a regular discussion 

upon this question, but only to notice one or 
| two points which have been raised in the debate. 
I shall not find it difficult, 1 suppose, to vote 
| for this bill, and for the reasons that have bee: 
offered by the chairman of the committee wh 

has reported it, but not under his analyzation, 
he will allow me to say. That it proposes an 
equalization of the distribution of the currency 
commends it to my judgment. I can under: 
stand that certain sections of the country are 
anxious for their proportion of the currency, 
which they are fairly entitled to have; but! 
can understand also a fact which has not bees 
stated here, that there are reasons which make 
it necessary to equalize the national currency 
with reference to that section of the country 
which on a former occasion did not exist. A 
this equalization of the currency does no 
inflate it, it is not only reasonable, according to 
my views, but it is perfectly proper for me ! 
vote for the bill; and Iam frank to say tha‘ 
it provided for a much larger sum on the sane 
basis I would do it with equal cheerfulness. 
So, sir, it is not necessary to tell me by way ©! 
stimulus that New England has got an unju: 
proportion of the national currency of ( 
country and maintains it. 
| Now, sir, I have said all I care to say abou 
the merits of this bill. 
possibly may vote for the further extensio 
proposed by the Senator from Indiana. Bu! 








|| Lroseto consider for a moment what the hon 


| orable chairman of the Committee on Financ 
has characterized as an illegal and flagrant!) 


I shall vote for it, and 


unl ist 
| think 
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ot _ distribution of the national currency 
think candor will oblige us all to adu ut thi at 
ive been a little liberal, pe erhaps, in the 


terization of the distrib es ion called the 


rat 
“i oeql and unjust distribution of the currency. 
‘This national currency has a history. It 


What was the condition 
There are advocates of 


1863. 
then? 


ated in 


the country 


South who say that the South has been 
‘ved of her fair and just proportion of the 
-reney. Why? If anybody will tell me why 
will answer why it is that there is an un- 


jal distribution of the currency. Everybody 
ws that the South at the time this system 

sina igurated was not ina condition to share 
. distribution of the national currency, 

i that answers that point, I think, satisfac- 


rilt 
rive 


THE 


» 1863 Congress undertook to institute what | 
ib a 


called a banking system, which was to 
ablish in this country a national uniform 
ency throughout the né ation. But it was 
;] have said, that the condition of the 

try did not admit of that completely ; i 

| not admit of an equal distribution of the 


nal currency. Everybody knows, first, 


1t the condition of the country did not admit | 


fit; second, that its business affairs did not 
Imit of it. While the South was in no con- 
on to — in it at all, the West from its 
0 ny to the extent "that the North and Kast 
ere. These two general facts in our history 
ecount, I say, satisfactorily for the unequal 
stribution of the currency, without finding it 
iecessary to say that anybody was corrupt or 
ybody was particularly at fault either at the 
ther end of the avenue or in New England. 
hese general facts in our history explain the 
le thing of the unequal distribution of the 
currency which we are now under- 
ing to state. 
Now, let us look at the operation of the law 
luring the first year. My friend from New 
has stated what the law was. It was 
redicated in this way: first, one half was to 
distributed upon population; the other 
ipon banking capital, resources, and business. 
Everybody could see that that would not be 
n equal distribution according to population, 
this whole debate ha j 
New England has been grasping, or 
y some legerdemain or other New England 
s got a vast ee predicated upon 
ypulation. That is not the law. The law 
was population ‘an something else ; and every- 
dy knows that when you come to the some- 
hing else, New England, with her two hundred 
years of accumulations and industries, has got 
more of that something else than these other 
ommunities which are complaining of New 
K England, So that what I mean to say is tha 
is not fair to represent this upon the ground 
of population alone. New England is held up 
ere as having one thind of the circulation 
when she has but one tenth of the population, 
rless. But there is another element to be 
c conaide red. I donot mean to say that it does 
away with the inequality, but I say it 
away with the emphasis with which this char- 
acterization has been made. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to say a 
word there, with the Senator’s pe rmission. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Certainly. 
Mr. SHERMAN. It seems to me his argu- 
ment rather makes the case stronger against 
New England, because the law certainly did | 
of the nrst $150,000,000 give every State five 
dollars to an inhabitant of the banking circu- 
‘ation, and the law was very liberal in allowing 
the other $150,000,000 to be distribute: d mainly 
tothe wealthy States. But the chief complaint 
is that New England and the older and wealth- 
ler States not only got all the last $150,000,000, 
ut even got the share that was allotted to the 
poor regions of the West. 
_ Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I am not argu- 
ing that she has not got thelion’s share. Iam 
only accounting for it; thatis all. This law 


ational 


lea that 


¢ 


1S proc eeded upon the | 


does | 


‘ 


| 


CONG 


was open to the whole country; that is. it was 
intended to be, andit was so faras the e 
was in a condition to enjoy it. 


is itnot? Now, 


rhat is clear, 
how did the country take it? 


rhe first year it went into effect. in 1863—— 
Mr. KELLOGG. Ifthe Senator from M aine 
will permit me to ask him a question I will ask 


him if the first distribution of $150,000,000 was 
not by law upon the basis of population alone 
and the other $150,000.000 upon the ba 


resources ? 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
stated the whole of | the law. nator i 
undoubtedly right; $150,000,000 were to be 
distributed upon population, and the 
Sli 90,000,000 upon resources. Ke. 

Now, sir, what was the operat 
for the first year? There were 
and thirty-four banks organized in 1863, New 
England taking fourteen. That was not her 
proportion, was it? Why did not New Eng- 
land rush with avidity into this system? Why, 
sir, she had a system with which she was con- 
tent; she hada local system of her own which 
met all her demands, which was the precise 
thing she wanted, which had proved for several 
generations a success, and she did not want 
togiveitup. That is thetruth about it. She 
wanted to adhere toit. The nation was anxious 
that she should give it up. New England did 
not propose this national system. Everybody 
who knows the history knows that New Eng- 
land did not do this. New England did not 
start to get an advantage any way. She was 
content with what she had, and during the 
first year she only organized fourteen national 
banks, while the middie States organized 
thirty-seven, the West seventy-nine, and the 
South four. 

Well, is the next In 1864 
my honorable friend from Ohio, then as 
of the Finance Committee, saw fit to 
that law. He saw that in order to 
this system it was necessary to 
inducements, and the law was completely 
changed so that it was left entirely to the dis- 
cretion of the Comptroller to distribute this 
currency just ashe pleased. And yet, sir, you 
will find that New England did not rush for 
this currency particularly then. Of the four 
hundred and seventy-eight banks which were 
organized in 1864 New England had only one 


{ think I have 
‘| he Se j 


1 
otner 


ion of the law 


ene bendved 











sir, what step ¢ 
how 
change 
carry Out 
make further 


hundred and twenty-six ; so that down to the 
close of 1864 New England really had but one 


hundred and forty-two national banks. 

In the next year the act which has been 
referred to in this debate, the act of March 3, 
1865, was passed, and it is said that the act 
of 1863 was therein reénacted. ‘That is true, 
undoubtedly; but that is not the whole truth, 
— on theself-same day there was an internal 

evenue act approved in which there was a 
swore sion that all existing State banks shoul d 
have the right to become national banks and 
should have the preferenc e in obtaining cur- 
rency over new organizations up to the Ist 
day of July, 1865. Up to this time the New 
England banks had stood back and had refused 
to come into this national system. It had 
become the desire and the necessity of the Gen- 
eral Government to induce them to come into 
it. The Government could not afford to have 
two kinds of currency in the country. It had 
therefore, I repeat, become its necessity to in- 
duce these banks in some way to adopt the 
national system. What was the inducement? 
First, to throw it open here as you see; in the 
second place, to stimulate them they proposed 
to tax their circulation ten per cent. ; and with 
this option and with that stimulus of a tax of 
ten per cent. these banks did avail themselves 
of the proposition contained in this law and 
did come in precisely as was contemplated, 
precisely as was desired, and precisely as is 
provided by this law. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If my friend will allow 
me to interrupt him again] beg to suggest 
that by the provisions of the law to which he 
refers, that privilege expired on the Ist day 


assume 








ot duly, 1865, and up to October following th 
anks sorbed only $190,000,000, 
119,900,000. That was taken up by ne ol 
banks and by 1 i ks in the old States t! 
iths after that provision of lhvehind natal 
vit wnt 
as MORRILL, of Maine. I have no 
mation on that subject. The reports I hay 
lo not show that fact. Lam arguing the | 
nd t facts as disclosed by the publie docu 
nts 


Mr. SHERMAN. The reports show it 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The pu 
show that these banks were pet 


blie de 


iments do not 


mitted to come in under this law after itexpired, 


i have 


» for the 


so far as been able to discover; and | 
argument they came 
under this law and according to its provision 
and within its te rms ; and assuming that, Lin 
upon it there ision for s 


that 


sho Oocel 


aying that 


A on ; 
either the ( ymptroll rof the Currency or these 
banks have been gui ity of any fraud upon the 
Government or any sharp practices whatever. 


I maintain that th 


and must 


@ revenue act of 1865 


be construed necessarily to be sub 


} 


sequent to the currency act of the same date 
so far as approval is concerned, and that 
apparent by the language of the act itself. 
The Comptroller in his report says: 


3, 1865, the claus I 
nt to be made was reénacted 
an amendment to section seve 
venue act provided that all ex 


‘By the amendment of March 
quiring an apportionme 
but at the same time 


of the internal re 


was 
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ing State banks should have the right to become 
national banks, and should have the preference 
over new organizations up to the Ist day of Ju 


Plainly showing that theretofore, befor 

of this provision in the revenue act 
Finance had reported t 

i 1 had reporte d a provision IK 

of the provi 

erward Congress 





ymmittee On 





10n Of tne act oO 


enacted, havir 


reference to that state of things necessari 
the language of ‘ee law, that State bank 
NY 1 


New England and elsewhere should have t! 
right indey ahaus of that provision for t 
equal distribution of the currency to come 
the national system and receive currenc) 
Now, I submit to my honorable friend, if t 
interpre tation is true, that the a tr 
Finance and the C ongress of the U 1St 
are responsible for this inequality. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In re 
orable friend I will say that I stated yest 
day or the day before the precise 
that ag nt offered by the 
Rhode Island, [Mr. 
showed from pI iblic 
Ist of July, 18¢ 


' 
‘sponse to my h 
i 


Senator fro: 


doe 


}5, after the expiration of 


d ANTHONY, | and I als 
iments that after the 
tha 


history of 


i 


) 


provision which was put on at midnight, in a 


bill, bar 


night session, on an internal revenue 
after bank, to the amount of 
hundred million dollars, was organized. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. After Jul: 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir; after that. 
have already said that I think the 
put upon the law is wrong. 

Mr. eee of Maine. ‘The 
not deny, I take it, that between March, 186: 
and July, 1865, these organizations were 

tantly going on. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
tion put by the Senator upon it. 
laws 
at the 
togethe or, 
tion alloxte lto a State a State bank alrea 
organized within that State had the pret 
ence. That was a fair construction of the la 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That may ha 
been an equitable construction of the! t 
say, that may have been the origina! ide 
on which this curre ney was to be distributed 
but it is obvious that Congress. seein 
these banks on that prin ip le would no com 
in after 


pent 


or Ww 
a rw 


Cor 


But I deny the constru 
Chose tw 
construe 


same time. They should be 


is to 


it had reénacted the act of 1863 whi 
provided for this equal distribution, did in t 
internal revenue bill of 1865 make this pr 
vision. by which it was contemplated 


1 


in 


more than one 


construction 


o that in the distribution of the po: 


both be: ar the same date and were signed 
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desired that these banks should come in; 
the fact that it passed at midnight does not 
weigh against it atall. It was subsequent to 


the reénactment of the act of 1863, and its legal | 


effect cannot be questioned, of course. 

‘Lhe Congress of the United States having 
induced, having enticed these banks to come 
in, having stimulated them to come in by mulct- 
ing them in the tax of ten per cent. if they 
refused, | am a little surprised that we should 
be turned upon here and held up as being @X- 
tortioners, as having played the grab game on 
the West and the South. I am perfectly will- 
ing to say that it is proper and fair that there 
should be an equalization of this currency; and 
while | know it bears hardly on the banks to 
take away this 345,000,000 of certificates bear- 
ing three per cent., which is a substitute for 
legal-tenders that will bear no interest, still as 
it ig in the direction of the general objects of 
this whole system and as it does not inflate the 
currency, as 
fectly agreeable to me to vote for it, and I 
should vote for a much larger sum if the Com- 
mnittee on Finance really supposed that a larger 
sum was needed in the South. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The amount of three per 
cent. certificates is about forty-five million two 
hundred thousand dollars. We have gone, 
therefore, to the limit of the amount of the 
certificates, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. So I under- 
stand; but I understand the chairman to say 
further that his information from the Comp- 
troller is that the probability is that not more 
than twenty or twenty-five million dollars of 
this amount will be wanted during the next 
year. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Comptroller ex- 
presses his opinion in writing that $25,000,000 
will be amply sufficient to be absorbed by the 
southern States, where the want is greatest, 
and the other $20,000,000 will be all absorbed 
in the western States, at any rate in a year or 
two, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. On that sup- 
position I suggest to my honorable friend 
from Indiana, unless he is of a different opin- 
ion, that this $45,000,000 would seem to be 
ample for present purposes. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, what I 
as a member of the Committee on Finance is 
a practical measure of relief to the people of 
the section of the country which I in part rep- 
resent. tam not disposed nor do I desire to 
reflect upon New England nor upon any other 
section of the country. I do not care to investi- 
gate how it has occurred that this inequality 
has come to exist. WhatI ask for, what we 
think we have a right to ask for, is that some 
steps shall be taken to correct this inequality 
ind to give to the sections of the country hav- 
ing less than their share of the benefits of the 
national bank circulation their due share. We 
seek toaccomplish this end ; and in introducing 
« bill which was framed upon the idea of the 
bill now before us, so far as it relates to the dis- 
tribution of the banking currency, I sought to 
present a proposition which would meet with 
as few objections as possible. 

The opposition that any measure to with- 
draw greenbacks would meet is well known 
here. It is well known that such a measure 
to substitute national bank notes for green- 
backs could not prevail, and therefore it is idle 
to press it. Last year we had a proposition to 
withdraw from New England a portion of her 
surplus circulation and give it to the South. 
It met with determined opposition from that 
section of the country, and was complained of 
as a measure of hardship, if not of injustice. 
We were accused of doing a wrong that was 
unnecessary. It was said that the benefits we 


sought to gain might be procured without 
wronging any section of the country. 

It will be remembered, to look at the history 
of this matter, that a bill passed the House of 
Ktepresentatives last year redistributing the 


desire and what I have sought to accomplish | 


and 


whole of the national currency. That bill 
came to the Senate and only failed in this body 
by two votes. 
appealed to then by Senators on this floor rep- 
resenting that section of the country which 
would be affected injuriously by the passage 
of the bill not to press it, and was given the 
assurance that some measure of relief to our 
section might be secured without the great 
wrong and the great injury to business which 


| would occur by the passage of that bill. I 


voted for that bill. 
votes. 


Then the Finance Committee reported a 


It failed here by two 


I remember how urgently I was | 
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proposition taking away only $20,000,000. In- | 


stead of the general and radical redistribution 
that the House bill proposed we reported a bill 


|| taking only $20,000,000 away. That bill passed 


I said in the beginning, it is per- | 


the Senate and went to the House at the last 
session of the last Congress. The House refused 
to concur, and the bill failed in a committee of 
conference, failed because the House thought 
it was not radical enough, because it did not 
go far enough. ‘Then, at the first session of 


| this Congress the Finance Committee again re- 


ported the same proposition, taking $20,000,000 | 


| away from the three States of Rhode Island, 


Connecticut, and Massachusetts, and giving it 


| to the States having less than their share of 


this circulation. 
the Senator from Indiana, [ Mr. Morton, ] was 


amended so as to make theamount $30,000,000. | 


That bill also passed the Senate, and is now 


| pending in the House, but action there cannot 


now be secured upon it. The section of the 


country injuriously affected by it—New Eng: || 


| land—is there opposing the passage of that bill, 
|| and I see no prospect of its passage. 


Now, Mr. President, the Finance Committee 
come again and propose a practical measure 


| of relief which injures nobody, to withdraw 
| these three per cent. certificatesand tosubstitute 


in their place an equal amount of national bank 
currency to be given to those States which have 
less than their share; and it does seem to me 
if we cannot agree upon this proposition, which 
neither touches the question of the withdrawal 
of greenbacks and the substitution of national 


| bank notes nor affects the circulation of New 


|The inequality everybody admits. 


Kingland or any other portion of the country, 
we cannot agree upon any proposition. 


This bill is in accordance with the recom- | 


'mendation of the Secretary of the Treasury, 


and it is a simple, practical measure of relief. 
Whatever 


| difference of opinion there may be as to how 
| it originated, whether New England was grasp- 
| ing or patriotic in taking the circulation, the 


fact that it exists and that it is unequal and | 


that it is now unjust end unwise, is admitted 
on all hands; and the only question is how 
shall it be corrected. The proposition of the 
committee, in my judgment, is the only one 


that is likely to succeed and to give us any | 


measure of relief. 

The disparity in circulation has been stated. 
It is well illustrated by a comparison of the 
State of Massachusetts with my own State, 
Massachusetts having thirty-five dollars per 
capita and my State having thirty-five cents. 
This being admitted, I hope that the friends of 
this measure will resist all amendments which 
will hazard its passage or impair its efficancy, 
and adhere to the bill of the committee as the 
only practical measure which can panes 
succeed here, and which will give us the relief 
we ask. ‘This bill will give to the southern 
States, according to the report of the Comp- 
troller, $25,000,000 of circulation ; it will give 
to my own State $2,500,000 of national bank 


circulation, probably as much as will be ab- | 


‘That bill, on the motion of | 








sorbed either in my own State or in the other | 


southern States for some months or perhaps for 
a year or two to come, or perhaps even until 
we have reached the resumption of specie pay- 
ments. 


Mr. President, there is another effect of this | 


bill which I would mention. The Senator from 


_ invested in more land and more negroes, 
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There is this effect which it will have 
South: there is in all the southern 
now a large amount of capital lying idle jy ; 

hands of the planters. In the old days 
slavery the surplus capital of the planter y., 


At the 
States 


that capital is now lying idle because the lene 
ers have more land than they want, and, tha), 
God,they cannot any more buy and gel] negroes 
This capital is lying idle now because they hay, 
no way of investing it in which they have ep). 
fidence. They are as yet, to a large degre, 
indisposed to invest in Government securities. 
they are loath to invest in railroads; they ap. 
just beginning to lear to invest their mone: 
in manufactures. If this bill passes millions ,. 
money, millions of capital—not money simply 
but capital—will be withdrawn from its hiding. 
places, where it is lying idle and unproductiy.. 
and will, through the medium of these bank 
be drawn into the channels of business, great}, 
increasing the circulation and the capital of tha 
country. 

1 am told by the largest and most respectah|. 
bankers of my own State that their deposits of 
money were never so large as they are nov. 
Our merchants never, at any period in the hijs. 
tory of the country, have done so large a bug; 
ness as they have done this last year; and I thin 
I am stating simply the truth, and perhaps less 
than the truth, when I say that there never was 
so much surplus money in the hands of the 
people of the South as there is now; and thi 
fact is telling upon the pacification of the coun. 
try. It is idle to preach to them that the coun- 
try is ruined when every man sees in his own 
condition the evidences of prosperity. So that | 
think this effect of withdrawing idle capital wil! 
more than compensate the trifling contraction 
mentioned by the Senator from Indiana. 

But, Mr. President, another thing. [I fear 
that in this wrangle of conflicting opinions here 
any measure of practical relief may fail. Be. 
tween the desire to get too much on the one 
hand and the disposition to give nothing o: 
the other, I fear that now, asat the last session. 
every measure of practical relief will fail; and 
therefore I am urgent that this bill should pass 
asitis. Many of the southern States have been 
restored to their practical relations with the 


| Union for now nearly two years, and yet the 


Congress of the United States has allowed this 
inequality to exist and has taken no steps to 
give to our people the benefits and the profits 
arising from banking. I know that currency, 
like water, will find its level. J know that 
when we have cotton to sell the capitalists and 
bankers of New England send down their 
money to buy it; but [ know also that all the 
profits and the conveniences arising from the 
location of these national banks accrue now to 
the capitalists there and not to our own people. 
Here is an inequality of which we have anght 
to complain; and here again I will assert my 
doctrine of the equality of States. 

I want the Congress of the United States, 
through the medium of the party to which | 
belong to show by their action, by their practi 
cal legislation, that these States are restored 
to the Union, the equals of all the others, and to 
be as liberally and as kindly dealt with as the 
other States. And let me say here, Mr. Presi: 
dent, that legislation which looks to this recogn' 
tion of these States as the equals of all the others, 
and which also plainly holds out the idea that 
the Government of the country is anxious to 
foster all their industries and to uphold ai 
their material interests, is the wisest possible 
measure of reconstruction and of pacificatiun. 
Such legislation gives the contradictior, palpa 
ble and plain, to the ery which we have had to 
meet in the South all the time, that the legisla 
tion of Congress is hostile. 

Mr. President, I hope that this measure 
of tardy and incomplete justice may not be 
allowed to fail. It is true, as said by the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts, that 
it isnow five years since the sword has bee 


Indiana thinks it is a measure of contraction. || sheathed. Yes, Mr. President, and I would now 
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ing into play all the peaceful and beneficent 
“dnences of business through the liberal en- 
~ agement by equal and friendly legislation 

al] the industrial and commercial interests 
‘he South. The South now needs your 
~ Dig out her harbors; give her the share 

‘hank circulation which belongs to her ; aid 
uild her railroads, and in every way by 

. practical legislation aid to upbuild her 

ial interests, and to give encouragement 

» national enterprises, and you will not | 
have benefited your common country, 
a will have done a wise work in the 

‘or of the reconstruction of these States. 

rhe VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 





Ly 





i 
. ’ . > | 

‘he amendment of the Senator from Indi- || 
' 


to strike out ‘‘ forty-five’’ and insert | 

+ Gfty-two.? 
‘ir, MORTON. Before the vote is taken on | 

»+ amendment, I desire to say—— || 


Mr. RAMSEY. I should like to ask the 


orable Senator if he proposes to go on with | 


remarks at this hour to-night? 

Mr. MORTON. Notif the Senate desires | 

adjourn. 

‘Mr, RAMSEY. I understand there is a 

sire on the part of the Senate to adjourn at 

‘s hour, but I do not like to make the motion 
‘the Senator from Ohio resists it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would like to adjourn 

vself, but I think we can get a vote to-night. 
[ think we ought to do so. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I will make a 
\djourn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
‘rom Indiana yield to the Senator from Minne- 


motion to 


. for that purpose? 
Mr. MORTON. Certainly. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom 


| sent to submit the following resolution for con- 


sideration at the present time: 
F Resolved, That the honorable the Secretary of the 
rreasury be directed to furnish to this House at his 


| earliest convenience a full and detailed statement 


of the amount of accruing interest which the Gov- 


| ernment of the United States has been compelled to 


pay in discharge of 1ts guarantee on the bonds issued 
by the Government to the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company, the Central Pacific Railroad Company, 


| and their respective branches and auxiliary road 


also, the amount of interest, if any, paid by said 
roads on said bonds; also, the amount of Gov 
ernment freight in tons, and the gross amount of 


| charges thereon, transported by the Government over 


said roads and their respective branches as aforesaid 
since said roads have been opened for transport- 
ation, and the rate of charge per ton per mile which 
said roads have charged the Government for trans- 
porting such freight as aforesaid; also, the rate per 
mile of fare per capita which said roads have charged 
the Government forthe transportation of troops over 
said roads and their branches; also, to give the rea- 
sons, if any, why the amount of Government bonds 
so issued to said companies as aforesaid have been 


| withdrawn from the official periodical statements of 


| the public debt of the country; also, if the means of 


Minnesota moves that the Senate adjourn. \| 


The motion was agreed to; there being ona 
livision—ayes 30, noes 10; and the Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 26, 1870. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 


y the Rev. Dr. Newman, Chaplain of the | 


: NTA 
senate 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 
pproved. 
AVONDALE MINE ACCIDENT. 
Mr. HAY, by unanimous consent, submitted | 
the following resolution ; which was read, con- | 
sidered, and agreed to: | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Mines and Min- 
ng be requested to investigate into the causes which 
‘asioned the late horrible accident in the Avon- 
lale mine, in the State of Pennsylvania, and report 
this House, if there be power under the Constitu- 
ion, @ bill embodying such provisions as will, so far 
s practicable, prevent the occurrence hereafter of 


‘cidents of a similar character in the coal mines | 


throughout the United States. 
MRS. LAURA BAKER. 
Mr. STARKWEATHER, by unanimous 


consent, submitted the following resolution ; 
hich was read, considered, and agreed to: 

. Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
ions be directed to consider the expediency of grant- 
ing @ pension to Mrs. Laura Baker, widow of Lowell 
Baker, late private company K, twelfth regiment 
Vonnecticut volunteers, whose papers are now on 
ile in the office of the Commissioner of Pensions, and 
whose case is not covered by existing laws. 


PAY OF ARMY OFFICERS IN THE SOUTH. 


W 


Mr. COX by unanimous consent, submitted | 


the following preamble and resolution; which 
were read, considered, and agreed to: 


_ Whereas it is asserted that officers of the United 
States Army upon duty in the southern States are 
i receipt of salaries both from the State treasuries 
and the Treasury of the United States, contrary to 
\elaws of the United States and of the States wherein 
they are stationed: Therefore, 
_ Beit resolved, That the Secretary of War of the Uni- 
d States be, and he is hereby, directed toinquireand 
report to this House whether there is any truth in 
uch allegations ; and if so what orders he has made | 
in the premises. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. VAN TRUMP. 


such information are within the Department, to fur- 
nish a full and complete list of all the stockholders 
in said Union and Central Pacific Railroad Compa- 
nies; the amount of stock held in trust by third per- 
sons, the names of such trustees, and the names of 
the persons for whose benefitsuch stock isso heldin 
trust; the amount of stock held by each stockholder, 
whether in trust or otherwise; the amount each 
stockholder has paid upon his stock, and the balance 
yet due and unpaid thereon. 


Mr. KELSEY. I believe nearly all that 


information is now in possession of the House, 


and I think the resolution misstates several | 


particulars. 
The resolution was adopted. 
PUBLIC WORKS AT OSWEGO 

Mr. CHURCHILL, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
report to the House what extension of the public 
works at Oswego, New York, is necessary for the 
proper accommodation and protection of the com- 
merce of that port. 

FRANKING 

Mr. WOOD. 


PRIVILEGE PETITIONS. 


I ask unanimous consent to 


| offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed 
toinform this House by what authority of law he 
hastransmitted to the several deputy postmasters 
of the United States blank forms of petitions to Con- 
gress with instructions to procure signatures to the 
same in order to influence legislation.: and also 
by what authority and under what appropriations 
said petitions were printed, by whose direction, and 
the total number and cost of the same. 


Mr. PETERS. I object. 

Mr. WOOD. Well, I shall offer the resolu- 
tion in order on Monday next. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 
to introduce a bill. 

Mr. WOOD. I object, and call for the reg- 
ular order of business. 

LEAGUE ISLAND NAVY-YARD. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour now 
commences, and the House resumes the con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 480) for the 
transfer of the Philadelphia navy-yard to 
League Island, reported from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Wasnsury | is entitled to the floor 
for fifteen minutes, yielded to him by the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. RKanpatt, | 
who has fifty-five minutes of his hourremaining. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I desire, 
Mr. Speaker, to occupy a few moments of the 
attention of the House in showing that though 
League Island was a fit place for a navy-yard, 
we should still oppose its establishment, either 


| now or hereafter, and I utterly dissent from my 
colleague on the committee [Mr. Dawes] who | 


conceded that at some time a navy-yard was to 
be established at League Island. Ingland has 
become satisfied that the place to build her naval 
ships is private yards, and I could demonstrate 
had I time that itcosts us at least two dollars for 
every dollar’s worth of work done in a navy- 


| yard, and that our true policy is to build up 


private yards. ‘he bad temper and worse man- 


|| ners exhibited by the friends of this measure 
I ask unanimous con- || 


does them no credit, but I care not to advert 
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isy 


tothat. ‘| a bad cause 
excuse, perhaps, some ill-temper, and I will 
I Nor will l advert to the at 
tempt to place the Committee on Appropria 
tions in a false position. It is not the first time 
that a vicious measure has seu 


‘ ndeay Oring 


} } ee . 
he desperate tortunes ol 


10t complain. 


ght success by 
to ally the Administration with it 

I have the success of the present Adminis 
tration too much at heart to be willing to allow 
any such measure as this to pass unchallenged, 
and time will show who are the Administration's 
best friends; those who would use it in aid of 
such schemes as this, or those who would pro- 
tect it from such alliances. But what I wish 
more particularly to say to-day is in regard te 
restoring the commerce of the country, and to 
show its bearing upon the navy. 

in the year 1861 the commerce of the world 
was carried on bya total tonnage of 17,434,149 
tons. Of that amount about one third was 
American and was nearly equal to the com 
bined tonnage of the rest of the world, exclus- 
ive of Great Britain, and within a very small 
fraction equaled that of the United Kingdom. 
Of this vast amount of tonnage one half was 
engaged in the foreign carryingtrade. In that 
year four hundred and seventy-two American 
ships entered the port of London alone. Of 
that number two hundred and sixty-four were 
engaged in the carrying trade of the world 
between foreign ports. In the year 1866 but 
twenty-two American ships thus engaged en- 
tered that port, and ourtonnage employed in for 
eign commerce had diminished over one million 
tons, while during the same period the tonnage 
of Great Britain had increased over one million 
five hundred thousand tons. ‘The cause of the 
decline of our commerce and increase of that 
of Great Britain is wellknown. Piratical rebel 
cruisers built and fitted out in the ports of 


| Great Britain with the knowledge and consent 


I ask unanimous consent | 


of the Government authorities, manned by Eng- 
lish sailors, armed with English guns, with 
Kinglish powder and English shot and shells, 
were let loose upon the ocean to prey upon our 
commerce in 2 manner so wanton and shame- 
less that Richard Cobden was constrained to 
say in the English House of Commons, ‘‘ You 
have been carrying on war from these shores 
against the United States, and have been in- 
flicting an amount of damage on that country 
greater than would have been produced by 
many ordinary wars.’’ It wasthusthat our com- 
merce was destroyed and virtually driven from 
the ocean, and as the natural and certain result 
Great Britain became the master of the com- 
merce of the world. lor nine long years has 


| she reaped the reward of her perfidy in having 


a monopoly of thatcommerce. We quietly and 
meekly submit. The damages sustained by us 
cannot be measured or discharged with money. 
The hundreds of thousands of lives sacrificed 
through a war prolonged for years by British 
sympathy and aid cannot be paid for or our 
destroyed commerce be restored by British 
gold. * There ean be no settlement of our griev- 
ances unless we are willing to be put off with 
an apology. 

But, sir, I think that Ido not misunderstand 
the feeling that penetrates to the very heart of 
this nation when I say that the Government 
which in our hour of trial and deepest afflic- 


| tion thus aided in the slaughter of our men 


and destruction of our ships never will be for- 
given so long as she is ** possessed of those 
effects for which she didthe murder.’’ Asthe 
crime cannot be condoned, and no equivalent 
can be given for losses sustained, why prolong 
the controversy? There is but onething to do, 
and that is to bide ourtime. In the mean time 
shall we surrender quietly to our attempted 
destroyer the supremacy of the seas and allow 
her to continue to control the commerce of the 
world? If we but do that she will no doubt 
continue to express her deep regret that any 
unkind feelings should have sprung up between 
the twocountries. Let English statesmen and 
Englishmen protest as they may, I believe 
that the universal sentiment of this country is 








that the ruling of Great Britain were 
mous in desiring our dismember- 
ment and overthrow here were a few hon- 
orabie exceptions, and they will never cease 
to be gratefully remembered, and | believe 
that England’s queen may be numbered among 
these. ‘l'o place ourselves in position to right 
our wrongs when opportunity shall come, as 
come it will, our first step is to restore our com- 
merce. If we are ever to have a war with any 
of the great Powers of earth it will be a war 
upon the ocean, 

Admiral Porter has said before a committee 
of this House that if we had had when our late 
civil war began thirty good merchant steam- 
ships like the ships of the Cunard or Inman 
lines we could in a month have improvised 
a navy worth more than ourentire Navy after- 
ward built up at such enormous cost. ‘Though 
ve spent during the war $480,000,000 on the 
Navy, Admiral Porter says that we had but a 
ingle ship, and that a merchant ship—the 
Vanderbilt—that could overtake a blockade- 
runner in any fair race. He further says, and 
| have no doubt of its accuracy, that if we had 
had thirty such ships to speedily have converted 
into war ships the rebels never could have got 
out a pound of cotton or in any supplies, and 
the rebellion would have been strangled almost 
at its birth. Who can calculate the value of 
such ships at sucha time’? Shall we continue 
to be without them? 

By a judicious system of subsidies Great 
Britain has built up lines of iron steamships 
to all parts of the globe. Leaving her ports 
for foreign shores she hasone hundred and 
sixty-four different steamship lines, many of 
them having from ten to twenty first-class iron 


ships. 


Cisssec 





ieariv una 


Arrivingand departing from our shores | 


are the Cunarders, of twenty-four ships; theIn- | 
man, sixteen: the National, and Williams, and | 


(iuion lines, as many more; the London line, 
four; Anchor line, twenty-four, and the Allen 


line, runningin winter from Portland and sum- | 


mer from Quebec, adozen more ; 


making about | 


one hundred first-class swift iron ships that | 


each our shores belonging to England alone. | 
|| arraign me were satisfied and voted for it. 
establishment of ship-yards to such an extent | 


She has thus encouraged ship-building and the 


that by calling her private yards into requisi- 
tion she can double the capacity of her navy 
within a very few months; and converting her 
swift merchant steamers into cruisers in one 
month’s time, she would annihilate what little 
commerce we have left. To match her what 
has the great Republic? Nothing, absolutely 
nothing. Nota single steamship bearing the 
American flag now crosses the ocean, though 
our exchanges are greater than ever before 
known. In any war with Great Britain her 
vulnerable point is her commerce, and we 
should be ready to strike it with swift ships. 
We can have no such ships unless we en- 
courage their construction. Wespend twenty- 
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vulnerable part. Having in view the restor- 
ation of our commerce and strengthening the 
Navy when the hour shall come to strike, | 
propose to take from the usual raval appro- 
priations a sum sufficient to establish and build 
up three transatlantic and one South American 
line. I call upon the party that would pro 
tect American industry upon the land to also 
aid in protecting it upon the sea. Protection 
in the one caseis obtained through the medium 
of our tariff laws. Protection in the other can 
be obtained by admitting whatever goes intoa 
ship duty free. As we build no transatlantic 
steamships now the revenue cannot suffer. 
Being in favor of protecting American labor 


| and American enterprise, both on sea and land, 


| ent. 


| forour Navy. 
| from where it effects little or no good and apply 


| the nation and give us in the hour of danger a | 
| fleet of ships to prey upon the commerce of our 





| reserve to myself the same right that I concede 
| tothem. 


five to thirty millions a year on our Navy, main- || 


taining many foreign squadrons upon seas | 


where our commerce is almost annihilated, 
and a flag-ship of the first class to support 
the dignity of some old admiral who has per- 
haps long since outlived his usefulness, if use- 
fulness he ever had, when the cost of maintain- 


ing ene such admiral’s ship alone is greater | 
than the amount that would be required inaid || 


of a weekly line of the swiftest merchant 
steamships. 
be understood as reflecting on Admiral Far- 
ragut and his pleasure trip to the countries of 
Europe. If he desired it he deserves a pleas- 
ure ship for the rest of his life and a monu- 
ment of gold when dead. 

T'wo million dollars a year, or seven per 


In saying this I do not wish to | 


cent. of what is asked to support the Navy, | 


will put afloat four weekly lines of swift iron 
ships between the United States and Europe, 
aa give you a fleet of thirty most effective 
ships in time of war; would enable you to 
wrest a large amount of the carrying trade 


from Great Britain, and when war comes to | 


strike her most effective blows in her most 


| ourreal condition and endeavor to devise some 


| ested, that therefore Iam bound to reciprocate 
| the favor and vote for what I regar 


/ man from New Jersey [Mr. Hitu] for ten 


I have prepared a bill, towhich I shallask the 
attention of Congress. It provides for the 
establishment of four lines of swift iron ships ; 
it incorporates four companies, naming as cor- 
porators some of the best and most responsi- 
ble men of the country, and gives all who 
desire it an opportunity to take stock in the | 
lines, though I have but little hope that the | 
stock of over one line will be taken up at pres- 
It requires them to carry the United 
States mails as rapidly as by any ships afloat, 
and in consideration it guaranties a subsidy | 
equal only to seven per cent. of what is asked | 
That amount I propose to save | 


it where it will add to the honor and wealth of 


enemy more formidable and efficient than all | 
we now possess. It is time for Elijah Pogram 
to cease his boasting and turn his attention to 





remedy. 

All these Pennsylvania gentleman who have | 
spoken have adverted to the fact that I brought | 
in and carried through the House an appropri- 
ation of $200,000 for the Des Moines rapids. 
plead guilty to that charge, and I am willing to 
defend my action in that instance everywhere. 
The reasons why I reported the bill were stated 
at the time, and two of the gentlemen who now 


—_— 


They seem to think that because they voted 
for a very proper bill, in which all the people 
of the country who want cheap bread are inter- 


as an 
improper bill; and 1 am told that some of 
these gentlemen have threatened that if mem- 
bers oppose this bill Pennsylvania will remem- 
ber them when bills in which they are interested 
shallcome up. If gentlemen wish it under- 
stood that such is to be their line of policy so | 
be it. I can tell these gentlemen that I shall 
ask them to support no measure that is not 
commended to their judgment, and I shall 





i am sure that Pennsylvania, League | 
Island being out of the question, will ask quite | 
as much legislation as Wisconsin and quite as | 
much forbearance of legislation. 

Mr. RANDALL. I now yield to the gentle- 


minutes. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise for the pur- 
pose of correcting an impression made by the 
honorable gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Dawes] in a remark made a few days ago 
while speaking on the League Island bill. Tl. 
speaking of the honorable Secretary of the 
Navy, he said: 


**T know he speaks of economy and the saving of 
money, but, sir, the great point upon which I find | 


| that he has expended his energies is upon the prom- 
| ise he holds out to the House that he will save | 


$2,000,000 upon the article of coal alone, the whole | 
estimate for which for the last two years was less 
than $150,000 a year!” 
And with a sneer he ridiculed the Secretary’s 
views of economy and attempted to create the 
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of less than that sum. Now, sir, what os 
out this extraordinary and uncealled-{ ~ 
on the Secretary of the Navy? 
in his report says: 

To secure the greatest amount of efficiency y:, 
greater economy at the same time, all the ste... 
susceptible of it, which have been repaired or f,, 
out, have been given full sail-power and reri,.,, 
so that without interfering with their speed or or, 
iveness under steam, they are now entirely j, 
pendent of it, and Ure able to cruise wherever . 


OF attae:: 


The Secret ar 


| quired, or, if need be, to go round the world with, 
thou 


| times of necessity or danger. 


deterioration of boilers or machinery, and wi} 

consuming their coal, which is thus reseryeq 
y 1 _ The ship-rig eoy. 
ered the most eflicient for cruisers has been a}re, 


| given to forty vessels of this class, which haye ho, 
| or are now being altered, 





| 
| 


* The success of those which have been comple, 
including among their number, as marked insty, 
the Severn, Juniata, Mohican, Nantasket, Rosa, 
Lancaster, and Swatara, has illustrated the Wisd: = 
ofthe plan. The capacity of these vessels for eyo, 


| service is proved by trial to have been greatly j 
| proved, without loss of speed or efliciency whey und. 


steam ; and the Deparimentis convinced that, byt 
system, combined with a judicious and _practio, 
selection of simpler and more effective enginos, yj). 
ers, and propellers, the efficiency of our force wi]| } 
doubled, and at the same time much money say; 
Many of our foreign coal stations have already hee 
discontinued, and orders have been issued to {| 
commandants of the squadrons, directing them y, 
to permit the consumption of coal for any purpos 
which could be as well performed under sail, and 
quiring a report to the Department ofany deviatig, 
from the general rule, with the reasons for it in ege) 
instance, 

“The result has already been a large saving, Soy 
eral of our most effective cruisers have consumed ; 
coal since the receipt of the order. [tcan be show, 
by figures that this system of giving and requirin- 
the general use of full sail-power, besides its effec 
to make sailors of both officers and men, will, on th, 
vessels intended to be keptin commission, (caleuls 
ing that they cruise but two thirds of the tiny 
make, in the item of coal alone, as consumed unier 
the old system, a saving of more than two mil] 
dollars per annum.”’ 

For these plain words on economy the hon 
orable gentleman from Massachusetts, while 
advocating it himself, attempted to bring iy 
contempt and ridicule the Secretary of the 
Navy, characterizing him as a mathematiciai 
who at the same rate of figuring would pay off 
the public debt in five years. 

The statement made by the gentleman fro 
Massachusetts was that the estimate for cou! 
for the Navy the last year of Johnson's admin 
istration amounted to less than one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars. Now, at that time. 
with nearly fifty steamers in the service, ani 
running at least three quarters of the time, le! 
us see if this amount would be sufficient | 
meet the expense of coal consumed and the 
necessary outlay attending its use for that year, 
and we shall find out who is the true mathema- 
tician, the Secretary or the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. 

The books of the Bureau of Equipment in 
the Navy Department show that in 1868 (Mr. 
Welles’s administration) 28,500 tons were pur 
chased by the bureau at thirteen dollars pei 
ton, which, with coal freight and expenses. 
amounted to $370,000. Of this amount of coa 
18,500 tons were shipped to coaling stations 
and 10,000 tons were shipped to navy-yards. 

Approximate estimate of purchases on for 
eign stations in addition to shipment by bureau: 








South Atlantic station, 3,000 tons at $15........ $45,000) 
European station, 6,000 tons at $3................. 48,000 
South Pacific station, 5,000 tons at $18......... 90,000 
North Pacific station, 2,000 tons at $25......... 50,000 
Asiatic station, 5,000 tons at $20... 100,00! 
AmOuUNt AF BDOTE......0.00000.2rrccrcvee ososssceserecees 370, 
ROCME sescniscsccecoves esevccnseecccseceecnecceueceeecacgsese $703,0 


Besides this, from January 1, 1868, to June 
80, 1868, the amount drawn from appropria 
tion for fuel was $470,000. ; 

After July 1, 1868, the appropriation for tue: 
and equipment was merged under the heac 
of equipment, and no correct estimate can be 


made of the amount taken from that appro: 


priation for coal except by an examination 0! 


impression that it had cost less than $150,000 || paymasters’ vouchers. 


the last year of Secretary Welles’s administra: | 


| 
| 


These figures do not exactly agree with those 


tion to supply the Navy with coal because that || given by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
administration had asked for an appropriation 


The estimates given do not include the 
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What ¢ <pense of keeping up coal stations, pay of 
l-for at neers, firemen, and coal-heavers, wear 
Se a 


crety sd tear of engines and machinery, the former 
mounting to at least $100,000 a year, the 
| tear of engines and machinery to at 





ar an Cn 
st $1,000,000 per annum. ‘aking these 
res, considered a moderate estimate, we 


eo 


ve a sum total of $2,778,000 expended in 
‘ens for coal, engineers, firemen, coal-heavers, 
-oeping up coaling stations, and wear and tear 
engines and machinery. 

‘Mr. STEVENS. I desire to ask the gen- 
wnen if those are actual figures from the 
. ; of coal for the Navy, or 
yether they are not merely estimates ? 


t 





ics of the cost 


dinst, Mr. HILL. They were given me at the | 
_ Res, Navy Department as approximate estimates 
Is { vip of the actual cost from data on their books. 
greatly Mr. STEVENS. I desire to arrest the atten- 
es nu ‘on of the gentleman in order that he may not 
Pa pe misled as to the fact that instead of stating 
gins, bh, -he cost of coal from actual figures he is stating 
ree wil] stimates made in the absence of any knowledge 
wn , of what has actually been spent for coal on for- | 
ued to 4 on stations, and further, that the $2,000,000 
3 ther claimed to have been saved by stopping the | 
Y as ise of coal is in fact not made up of the saving 
deviati : coal, but is made up largely of the estimated | 
r it in 


expense and cost of wear and tear of engines. 
‘ Mr. HILL. I called at the Department twice 
ned n and they informed me that these were correct 
how estimates taken from their books. 
Mr. DAWES. I would ask the gentleman 
they really made him believe that they put 
» their books estimated amounts? 

Mr. HILL. They gave me these figures. 





the ti 


= millic Mr. DAWES. That is not the question. | 
isk if they made him believe that. 

the h Mr. HILL. I believe these were the expenses 
tts, w neurred in that Department in 1868, as near 
bring j as they could be ascertained. 
y of tl Mr. DAWES. That is not the question. I 
matici isk you if they made you believe that their | 
d pay books contained estimated amounts such as 


you are reading? 

Mr. HILL. No, sir. 

Mr. DAWES. That is what you are giving 
as taken from their books, estimated amounts. 
lask you, did they make you believe they kept 
hat tim their books in that way ? 
rice, a Mr. HILL. I cannot yield further. 
time, | lhe importance and economy of this new 
order of the Secretary was recentiy demon- | 
strated by a trip made by the United States 
vessel Swatara to Aspinwall and back, using 
sails instead of steam except on entering the | 
harbor of New York, sailing four thousand 
two hundred miles in twenty-seven days and 
consuming only about twenty tons of coal for 
the whole trip. Had this vessel gone with 

team, using say twenty tons of coal a day 
which is a low estimate, as some of the large 
steamers use fifty and seventy-five tons when 
under full head of steam, and but few if any 
use less than twenty tons a day—at thirteen 
dollars a ton the trip to Aspinwall, allowing 
sixteen days for steamer, the average time, 
would have cost nearly four thousand dollars 
$45, for coal, showing a very handsome saving, 
indeed, by substituting sails in place of steam. 
FO OF There have been fourteen coaling stations 
kept up at great expense which will now be 

dispensed with ; alarge steamer that had eight | 

engineers will now have only two or three; | 

. those having five now have only one, and the | 

same proportionate reduction of firemen and 
coal-heavers. 

Mr. Speaker, if I understand the Secretary’s 

report aright as quoted, he has substituted sails 

‘or steam, for the purpose of saving the Gov- 
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gs ernment the enormous expense the items of 
pee b which I have given, and it is upon this that the 
can bi : 


gentleman from Massachusetts saw fit to de- 
nounce the Secretary of the Navy and ridicule 
his views of economy in that direction. To my 
mind the honorable Secretary should be com- 
mended for this very wise and important reform 
in his Department to save the Government | 
millions of dollars annually. One or two mil- | 


appro 
10n ol 


h those 
etts. 


le the 


lion dollars, I know, are not of much account 
in the estimation of some persons, but with 
my constituents, especially those who have 
taxes to pay, it is considered quite a large sum 
of money and worth saving. 

Since I have been a member of this House 
my voice has been on the side of economy and 
retrenchment in public expenditures, and as I 
have been in the past so shall I be found in the 
future; and I cannot silently consent to hear 
an officer of the Government denounced and 
his motives misconstrued, as has been the case 
with the honorable Secretary in this matter, 
when he proposes to save the Government 
$2,000,000 in substituting sails for steam, and 
thus cutting down coal bills and expenses of 
running steam-vessels. ; 

Mr. Speaker, the Secretary of the Navy 
needs no defense at my hands. ‘The able and 
efficient manner in which he has thus far dis- 
charged his official duties is suflicient protec- 
tion against such assault. 

I trust the gentleman from Massachusetts 
will take the first opportunity to correct the 
erroneous impression made by his statement 
and reflections, and place himself in a right 
light before this House and the country. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. RANDALL. I now yield ten minutes 
of my time to the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. CaLKin] near me. 

Mr. CALKIN. Mr. Speaker, 1 have noth- 
ing to say in reference to the locality of League 
Island. It has been accepted by the Govern- 
ment. The people of Philadelphia gave that 
island to the Government fora navy-yard, and 
they are now anxious that our Government 
shall occupy the ground ana make use of 
that valuable property for navy-yard purposes. 

I stand here in favor of the bill before the 
House, and I wish to give my reasons for itina 
very fewwords. First, in regard to the interest 
of the city of Philadelphia inthis matter. The 
present navy-yard there occupies ground and 
a water front which are very vaiuable to that 
city for purposes of commerce; and | am here 
in this body to advocate the interests of com- 
merce, whether it affect advantageously the 
city of Philadelphia or my great city of New 
York. As Ihave already stated, the ground 
now occupied by the present navy-yard in Phil- 
adelphia is valuable for commercial purposes. 

In the second place, there is probably no 
location in the country more valuable for the 
purposes of a navy-yard for iron vessels than 
is League Island, because it has fresh-water 
advantages, always so beneficial to the bottoms 
of iron vessels. ‘They can be preserved at that 
locality better than they can at any locality 
where they will have to lie in salt water. 

[I understand that this bill asks for no money 
to be appropriated. ‘The sale of the land now 
occupied by the present navy-yard at Phila- 
delphia will yield more money than will be 
needed for the improvement of League Island. 
Therefore I think there can be no objection to 
the bill on that ground. 

I think that some gentlemen hereare inclined 
tu underrate the importance of our public navy- 
yards. Much has been said for and against 
them on the floor of this House. [From our 
navy-yards have come some of the finest war 
vessels in the world. The vessel which has 
now gone out to meet the British fleet that is 
bearing to this country the remains of the 
illustrious philanthropist, George Peabody, is 
one of the finest war vessels in the world, and 
it was built in one of the Government navy- 
yards of this country. 

I do not for one moment underrate the im- 
portance and enterprise of our private ship- 
yards. I knowthere have been some very fine 
vessels built in them, but none superior to those 
built in the Government navy-yards. 

I believe it isfor the interest of this Govern- 
ment to foster our public navy-yards and to 
make whatever appropriations may be neces- 
sary to enable them to complete the vessels 
now under way, so that in case of another war 
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we shall not have to depend so much upon the 
private yards of the country. 

This question of League Island has been well 
presented by our friends from Pennsylvania. 
Kivery member upon this floor now understands 
this question very well, | have no doubt, and 
I am very well aware that a very humble indi- 
vidual like myself cannot say anything that 
probably will be of any assistance to it. 

But 1 will say that were it not for the public 
uavy-yards of this country hundreds of our 
ship-carpenters would be driven out of employ 
ment. Work in the private ship-yards has 
ceased to & great extent, and grass is now grow- 
inginthem. Our mechanics once employed in 
those private ship-yards are now looking around 
for work to enable them to support their fam- 
ilies. Now, were it not for the work in the pub- 
lic yards, many families all along our Atlantic 
coast would to-day be looking in vain for bread 
toeat. I know thatin the Brooklyn navy-yard 
employment has been given to some three or 
four thousand ship-carpenters, calkers, join 
ers, and painters, who have been driven from 
the private yards of the country for want of 
work. 

I am in favor of proper appropriations for 
our navy-yards; lam in favor of this work 
being done on League Island, because it will 
give work to the mechanics of our country who 
have been thrown out of employment in con- 
sequence of the depression of the ship-build- 
ing and commercial interests of our country. 
And I wish this bill to pass in order that we 
may have anavy-yard where our iron and iron 
clad vessels can be preserved for the use of 
our country in the years to come. If they be 
laid up in salt-water their bottoms become 
injured very soon, so that they require a great 
deal of work to be done upon them. This is 
all I have to say upon this question. 

Mr. RANDALL. I yield for a moment to 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Paine, | 
who wishes to introduce some papers for refer 
ence, 

PREVENTION OF MARINK DISASTERS. 

Mr. PAINE, by unanimous consent, pre 
sented letters from the Surgeon General of th« 
Army; from Professor Henry, of the Smith 
sonian Institution; from Professor Loomis, 
of Yale College; and from Albert J. Myer, 
chief signal officer of the Army, relating to a 
plan proposéd for the prevention of marine 
disasters ; which were referred tothe Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


NAVY-YARD AT LEAGUE ISLAND 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, | recognize 
the fact that the most effective opposition that 
has been made to this bill was made by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes} 
in his able address directed in the main agains 
the extravagances of this Administration dur 
ing the first year of its existence. ‘That wasa 
good speech ; a most important speech for the 
tax-payers of the country; and although it 
militated, in a measure, against the bill which 
Lam here advocating, yet, upon the whole, I 
am glad that this proposition with reference 
to League Island was the means of bringing 
to the attention of the country the abuses 
which were pointed out in the gentleman’s 
remarks. 

Let me analyze the remarks of the gentle- 
man so far as they apply to the question under 
consideration. He told us that he believes the 
navy-yard at Philadelphia would finally have 
to be located at the place to which we now seek 
to have it transferred. He acknowledges that 
fact: and that acknowledgment presents to u 
Why should not this trarsf 
be made immediate, particularly as his other 
ground of objection, as to its containing ar 


this question: 


appropriation, is not well founded, as I shall 
be able to show? 

His second objection was i : 
of disposing of the proces ds ot the pres¢ n 
vard. Buttheamendment which I have offered 
‘ ire] , It provides 


} ] 
to the method 


Tt rely he biecti 
lisposes entirely of that Objecuon. 
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that every dollar that may be realized from the - 
sale of the property which is proposed to be 
vacated shall be covered into the Treasury; so 
that if the bill be passed with that amendment 
not a single dollar can be ao for the 
object in view without a special appropriation 
hy Congress. 

I wish to call the attention of the House to 
the fact that the opposition made to this bill 
on the ground that it makes an appropriation 
of money is not true in point of fact. The 
bill does not appropriate one dollar. Gentle- 
men can with safety vote for the proposition, 
and if at any future time an appropriation 

hould be asked, which I hope may not be 
necessary, they can make their objection at 
that time. It will then have force; but as 
against the proposition now before the House | 
the objection lacks force. , 

Now, sir, as to the character of this island, 
it is a sabject which has been fully discussed, | 
and, as I think, made clear beyond further 
controversy ; but as additional evidence on 
this question I will ask the Clerk to read the 
report of a naval board appointed by Mr. 
Borie, the late Secretary of the Navy, on the 
11th of March last. That board, consisting of 
Admirals Stribling and Lardner and Commo- 
dore Lee, was appointed to ascertain and re- 
port on the condition and wants of our navy- 
yards on the Atlantic coast. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

**The removal of the navy-yard from the city to 
League Island makes it unnecessary to propose any- 
thing in regard to the old navy-yard.. 

In respect to League Island it is important that 
the quay wall to be built around it should be so 
extended as to include several hundred acres outside 
of the present temporary wells. The excavation for 
the wet basin in the back channel and for the neces- 

iry improvements on the island will supply much 
of the material required to fill up this extension. 
‘The rest can be conveniently got, and in part by 
dredging where it willimprove the navigation, 

“The location of this island, its extent, level sur- | 
face, soil easily worked and sufficiently firm, isola- 
‘ion, (an excellent featurein anavy-yard, preventing 
depredation, bazard of fire, and promoting safe and 
easy police,) its convenient access to the resources 

f Philadelphia and to the coal and iron of Pennsyl- 

inia, afford the site for making this one of the 

reatest navy-yards in our great country. 

“The defense of Philadelphia requires that the 
works of improvement be begun as soon after the 
survey of itis made as a full and perfect plan of a 
first-class navy-yard can be prepared for it.’’ 

Mr. RANDALL. Now, Mr. Speaker, it will 
be observed that here is a report made by three | 
distinguished naval officers within the last year 
stating the fact that League Island is suitable 
in every respect foranavy-yard. Resting upon 
this report from this naval board I deem it 
unnecessary to discuss further the character of 
league Island or its fitness for the purposes pro- 
posed. 

[ wish to call U vention of the House to | 
a point to which reference has been made by | 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cat- 
KINS ;] I allude to the importance of removing 
the navy-yard from its, present location, and 
give increased facilities in the way of river 
front and wharfage to the commerce and coast- 
wise trade of Philadelphia. That navy-yard 
stands as an eye-sore; it stands as a detri- 
ment to our best interests on that particular ; 
and this House should relieve the commerce 
and the coastwise trade of Philadelphia in that 
respect when it can do so without injury to any- 
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| cost of the transfer from one place to another. 


| nia, [Mr. Scorrep, | the chairman of the Naval 
| Committee, to call for the previous question. | 


| So that it is, as I said in my argument in this 
‘| ease in the first instance, a matter for the con- 
| sideration of the House whether they are pre- 


| navy-yard there, and that at Portsmouth, New 


| some change in our policy may not result in 





body or to any section of the country. 
(he amendment I have proposed throws || 
around this measure the proper safeguards and 
will prevent any possible abuse if this bill 
should pass. 
And now one word to those gentlemen upon | 
this floor with whom I am politically associated. 
[ am aware of their record in favor of econ- 
omy. J am aware that retrenchment has 
become second-nature with them; that it is a 
fixed rule with the Representatives of the Dem- 
ocratic purty to vote against everything that 
looks like wasteful expenditure of the public 
funds; and, sir, I would be the last one to 
induce them to vary the soundness and cor- 
rectness of that record. I say to them that 


\| 
| 
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)| 
they can safely vote for this bill, because it | 
does not expend a dollar and is not likely to || 


expend a dollar in its final results; for 1 am || the result of increasing or decreasing » 


say, when I declare from those who are well 
acquainted with the property to be disposed 


instructed, and I believe the truth of what I | 
of, that it will bring a sum in excess of the 


I now yield to the gentleman from Massa- || 
chusetts for five minutes, with the understand- | 
ing that he will give me the floor again so I || 
can yield it to the gentleman from Pennsylva- 


Mr. WOODWARD. Will the gentleman 
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yield to me? 

Mr. RANDALL. 
time have I? 

The SPEAKER. Twelve minutes. 

Mr. RANDALL. I am under pledge to 
yield to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, I desire to add 
but a few words to what I have said already 
in regard to this bill in reply to the whole 
tenor of the debate on the side of its friends. 
It is now admitted by those gentlemen that 
the bill, with all these amendments, is use- 
less and of no sort of force in the world unless 
followed by an appropriation, and they admit 
that the appropriation is what it has been 
stated to be at the Navy Department, $800,000. 


Mr. Speaker, how much 





pared to make a new appropriation in addi- 
tion to whatever has been estimated as the 
current expenses of this Government to the 
amount of $800,000 to prepare the way for 
the removal of this navy-yard at this time, 
when they have failed to show in any particu- 
lar any present necessity for the outlay of this 
money. 

There are involved other expenses in this 





outlay, and if you now pass this bill their con- 
sideration will be prevented. Sir, the more I 
think of these expenditures in the large amount 
estimated for the more I am satisfied that the 
burdens under which the people of this Govern- 
ment are groaning to-day will not permit them 
to expend the large amount contemplated upon 
all the navy-yards. In my opinion the three in 
New England must be consolidated into one, 
and at New London probably. The growth of 
the cities of Boston and Charlestown, like that 
of the city of Philadelphia, will swallow up the 





Hampshire, and perhaps the one at Brooklyn, 
will go to New London in the time that is to 
come. ‘There should be that one and this one 
at Philadelphia and one on the other side, and 
that is all that in time of peace under any cir- 
cumstances we are justified in expending money 
to establish, with this great benlien of the pub- 
lic debt, with the currency deranged, and with 
industry paralyzed in every department. Let 
us before we rush into this appropriation for 
new unnecessary work look to see whether 


the reduction of these large expenditures here 
contemplated. This is my opposition to this 
measure at this time. 

One word more, sir. There is no need for 
this preparatory bill. [our words in an ap- 
propriation bill, when the time shall come for 
the removal of the navy-yard to League Island, 
that so much is appropriated, are all that will 
be necessary. And let me give you my belief 
it will come down from the Senate in exactly 
that shape if we do not pass this bill. Then 
we shall have the removal and the appropria- 
tion allin one. I submit, under the circum- 


SSS SS SSS GSS 


holding us to our pledges, that we would ex- 
pend unnecessarily no money in the adminis- 
tration of this Government; I appeal to the 
House in the first case presented to this House 
to say that whatever may be the necessity, that 





whatever may be the result of three or four 


stances, with the eye of the country upon us 
years’ change in public affairs; whatever may 
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be the change of the relations of this Goyo., 
ment to others in the world; whatever may j, 


ay 


yard facilities and capacities, whether j; «! 
ultimately be that by private yards, priyg:, 
enterprise, and private thrift, we can accor 
plish more cheaply than we can at the pubji, 
expense the work of maintaining our Nay, 
or not, let us settle that first, inasmuch as ¢),. 
navy-yard at Philadelphia is not as effjejcs, 
now as it has been for twenty years. An |, 
us not, I beg of the House, launch out yy, 
this expenditure by preparing the way by th; 
bill. . 
Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, I su}, 
that it is hardly fair for the gentleman fio», 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] to allude to ay 
extravagant estimate by the Secretary of ¢}). 
Navy as against the present bill. j 
Mr. DAWES. I did not mean to do that. 
Mr. RANDALL. When the appropriat, 
time comes we can deal with that appropria- 
tion. It is probable I may agree with the gen- 
tleman in voting against the grant of a single 
dollar which can be saved. I do not think he 
will find more faithful allies on his own side 
of the House in this respect than he will find 
among the Democrats of this House. It is n, 
new thing for them to advocate or to vote jy 
favor of economy. ‘They have stood here {y; 
long years resisting corruptions and frauds upon 
the Treasury, and they will be quite at hom 
when they continue to act in that direction—s 
course of action which should give them the 
full confidence of the country in that respect, 
The gentleman in his closing remarks ex 
hibits to the House where the shoe pinches in 
this bill. He has alluded to New London and 
told you if this transfer is made it is the end 
of the New London navy-yard. Why, sir, the 
controversy on that subject has been com- 
pletely exhausted, for Congress has decided 
League Island was a preferable place to New 
London foranavy-yard. But, sir, inthe magna. 
nimity of Congress, with a view of meeting th: 
wishes of the inhabitants of New London, the; 
granted to New London special naval facili 
ties; and I venture the opinion that the Rep. 
resentative from New London himself is en- 


| tirely satisfied in this respect. 


Mr. Speaker, I think that this discussion has 
been suiliciently extended. I now yield t 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, the chair- 
man of the Naval Committee, for the purpose 
of calling the previous question. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I demand the previous 
question on the bill and pending amendments. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I desire to say 
to the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs that I wish to offer some observations 
on the subject of this bill. 

Mr. RANDALL. How much time had | 
remaining ? 

The SPEAKER. [Four minutes. 

Mr. RANDALL. I will yield to the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut all the time I have 
except one minute, so that I may reply to the 
gentleman if he makes any statement requiring 
a reply. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. Ido not propose 
in the observations I have to offer to be limited 
to three miuutes. 

The SPEAKER. If the previous question 
is seconded there will be one hour remaining 
for the discussion of the bill, which will be a! 
the disposal of the gentleman from Pennsy! 
vania, | Mr. Scorie.p. } 

Mr. SCOFIELD. How much of the morn- 
ing hour remains? 

The SPEAKER. Eight minutes. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. If Lunderstand the pos 
tion of the matter, the gentleman from Cou- 
necticut [Mr. STarKWEATHER] seeks the floor, 
and if he obtains it will occupy the balance 0! 
the morning hour, so that the discussion Ww!!! 
go over till to-morrow. I have no objectiov 
whatever to that arrangement. 7 

The SPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman is recog: 


| nized he will be recognized for one hour. 
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we RANDALL. I hope the House wil 

nd the previous question, and the gentle- 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Scorre.p] will 
.ve one hour, and out of that hour he 
as much time to the gentleman from 


, « 








nnecticut [Mr. StARKWEATHER] as the gen- 

man desires. 

r, SCOFIELD. I 

»revious question. 

I rhe question was put; and upon a division 
60, noes 41; no quorum 


\f insist on calling 


shere were—ayecs 


ting. 

rhe SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
rs; andappointed Mr. StaRKWEATHER and 
Vr. RANDALL. 

(he House divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 80, noes 61. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

rhe SPEAKER. ‘The previous question is 

ynded and the main question ordered; and 

gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Sco 

Lp] rises to close debate. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I would like toinquire of 
the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Stark- 

caTueER}] how much time he requires ? 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I do not desire 
+) sneak under limitation. Ido not wish to 
lace myself in antagonism with the interests 
re presented in this matter. 
nassed through the Committee on Naval A ffairs 
in my absence and in the absence of a majority 
of the committee, and it never had one mo- 
ment’s consideration in the committee. 

Mr. SCOFIILD. Ido not yield for a lec- 
we. Ifthe gentleman will tell me how much 
time he wants I will see whether I can yield 
t to him. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. Ido not desire 
to speak under limitation. I wished to say 
something in regard to this question and to have 
the privilege of offering amendments, but it 
seems | am deprived of that privilege and 

body is to be heard except for a particular 
The principal object I had in view, 
sl stated to the chairman of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs privately, was to ask that this 

(| should be recommitted to the committee. 
(here are important amendments that ought 
ibe made. I do not desire to antagonize the 

| or to vote against League Island. I am 
willing to vote a reasonable appropriation for 
he navy-yard at League Island. 1 intend to 
lo so When an appropriation comes before us 
nthe proper form. That is just what I have 
said privately, and [am willing to say it publicly. 
But this bill is in a form in which it ought not 
to receive the approval of the House; it is 
not guarded as it should be guarded, and for 
that reason I desired to speak before the pre- 
vious question was called on the bill. I believe 
that it is for the interest of the gentlemen who 
represent League Island here that the bill 
should be recommitted so that it may have 
proper consideration in the committee, and 
then let it be brought forward here, perfected, 
and asking for a reasonable appropriation, and 
! will support it. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I yield five minutes to 
my colleague from the Luzerne district, [Mr. 
WooDWARD. | 

Mr. WOODWARD. The gentleman from 

Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] having promised 
to move at the proper time to lay this bill upon 
the table I intend to vote for that motion, and 
my only object in asking five minutes’ time is 
to state the reasons for that vote. 
_ What my colleague [Mr. Ranpa.t] has said 
in regard to the disposition to economize our 
resources on the part of members on this side 
of the House is true, but it needs practical 
illustration; and I was sorry to find my friend 
disposed to support this draft upon the Treas- 
ury for no better reason than that it is to inure 
to the benefit of the city of Philadelphia. 

Mr. RANDALL. My colleague will allow 
metocorrect him. I made nosuch argument; 
but I stated the fact, which the gentleman can- 
not controvert if he will read the bill, that there 
is not a dollar of appropriation in it. 


; 


nterest. 


But this bill was | 


Mr. WOODWARD. When we are told, as 
we are upon authority, that thereis in the Navy 
Department an estimate of $800,000 to follow 
upon the passage of this bill, it looks not quite 
candid in the gentleman to tell us that there is 
no appropriation in this bill. I know there is 
no appropriation in this particular bill, but I 
know and the gentleman knows that it is to be 
followed, as certainly as time passes, with a 
proposition to appropriate $800,000 at least. I 
cannot help looking at this question in the light 
of a proposition to appropriate money enough 
to establish a navy-yard at League Island. The 
scheme must have a beginning, and this bill is 
the beginning. The question in my mind, there- 
fore, is just the question suggested by the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] the 
other day: is the Treasury of the country in a 
condition at this time to undertake the work ? 
I say nothing about the fitness of League Island 
as a naval station. That question has been 
passed upon and decided. I say nothing about 
the cramped and incompetent position of the 
present navy-yardat Philadelphia. But I agree 
with the gentleman from Massachusetts that 
this is not the time to commence so large an 
expenditure as I believe will follow necessarily 
upon the passage of this bill. 

It is said that the city of Philadelphia has 
overgrown the present navy-yard. That is 
true, but it does not interfere with the business 
of the yard. I have never understood that 
the fact that the city of Philadelphia has 
extended somewhat below the navy-yard ob- 
structs the prosecution of the proper work of 
the yard. This cireumstance has enabled 
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industries of the country, with an amount of 
taxation such as no other people are subjected 
to, with an Administration asking for appropri- 


| ations many millions in excess of any previous 


year of peace, this is no time to enter upon a 
new work so little needed as a navy-yard at 
League Island—so expensive, and which, not- 
withstanding all promises to the contrary, will 
not fail to be a great additional burden lgid upon 
the backs of the people. 

The time may come when it will be proper 
to encounter this great work, but then | trust 
we shall be better able to prosecute it. The idea 
that the price of the old navy-yard will build 
the new one on League Island is preposterous, 
as is shown by the estimate of $800,000 by the 
the Navy Department. If $3,000,000 be real- 
ized from the old yard, and be faithfully ex- 
pended on League Island, it will only be the 
avant courier of many other millions which, 
it will be argued, must be granted because we 
have already given so much. 

No, sir; now is the time to protect the Treas- 
ury. Once embark in appropriations to League 
Island and you cannot stop, but must go on 
year by year, until you have laid a solid found- 
ation and have raised the surface above high 
tides and erected the necessary buildings and 
machinery. 

I shall vote for laying the bill on the table 
because no public interest demands at this time 
the imposition of an additional, enormous, and 
indefinite burden upon a people sufficiently 


|| oppressed already. 


workmen and eimployés to find homesadjacent | 


to the yard. 

It is said that the present site of the navy- 
yard is necessary for the commerce of Phila- 
delphi W T read in ti anes that the 
delphia. Vell, [ read in the papers that the 

; Toh oa 
customs duties on the commerce of Philadel- 
phia had dwindled to $50,000 tor one month. 


Its commerce is on the decline, and I think | 


there is coast surface enough along the Dela- 
ware to accommodate the present commerce 
of Philadelphia and all the commerce that 
Philadelphia is likely to acquire in the future. 
[ do not feel that there is any force in that 
suggestion. Then, sir, ought this appropria- 
tion to be made—for the right way to look at 
the question is as an appropriation, although 
there is none in the bill—for the sake of Phil- 
adelphia. We Pennsylvanians are summoned 
to the rescue and are expected to vote for the 
bill on that ground. 

Mr. Speaker, I have heard it stated on this 
floor ever since I have been a member of the 
House that many gentlemen were very econom- 
ical except when a propositién was before the 
House to appropriate money for their constit- 
uents, and then they were always in favor of 
the greatest leaks in the Treasury. 
imputed, I know not how justly, to a distin- 
guished member of the last Congress, then 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, 


but at present our minister to France. It is not | 


a good thing to say of any one; no man ought 
to justify such an assertion, at least I am not 
going todo so. Let us show our faith by our 
works. 

At the last session, when a proposition was 
before the House to appropriate | do not know 
how much money for the improvement of the 
harbor of Erie, { voted against it; and I shall 
vote against this appropriation for League 
Island. Opposing extravagant appropriations, 
whether at the one or the other extremity of 
Pennsylvania, I am thus in a condition to vote 
against all the extravagan* appropriations pro- 
posed, whether for the East or the West, the 
North or the South of this country. 

Mr. MYERS, Will my colleague state 
much the old yard will sell for? 

Mr. WOODWARD. I do not know what 
it would sell for. But let it sell for what it 
may it will never sell for enough to fully estab- 
lish and improve the yard at League Island. 

With our great public debt oppressing all the 


how 


1? 


| Here the hammer fell. | 

Mr. SCOFIELD. When I last had the floor 
I complained somewhat of what I considered 
an unfair discussion of this billon the part of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes ; } 


| and if I thought that that gentleman was dis- 


| The 


| appropriation asked for by this bill. 
That was || 


cussing what was not in the bill, I think I have 
good reason to be astonished that my colleague 
| Mr. Woopwarp] does not seem to know any- 
thing at all about the bill which he opposes. 
Now, what is this bill? Isita bill to locate 
a navy-yard at League Island? Not at all. 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Dawes] who spoke against this bill was frank 
enough to say that that had been done long 
ago, after a long discussion both in this House 
and in the Senate. The Government of the 
United States now has six hundred acres of land 
at League Island set apart and staked off, upon 
which to locate at some future timea navy-yard 
for the construction of iron vessels and iron- 
clad vessels. Now, is anybody asking that you 
shall proceed at once to improve this yard? 
Is anybody asking that an appropriation of 
$800,000 or of even one dollar shall be made to 
commence work toward developing that navy- 
yard at League Island? No, sir; there is no 
And the 


gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, } 


| whom I[ thought unfair in some of his argu- 


ments, was still fair enough to say that there 
was no appropriation in this bill. And there 
must be a muddle in the head of my colleague 
{Mr. Woopwarp] about the bill, or he would 
not so misrepresent it. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts says that the passage of this bill 


| will facilitate an appropriation in the future ; 


but my colleague from the Luzerne district 
[Mr. Woopwarp] seems to think it is already 
in the bill. Becanse he did not listen to the 
frank statements of the gentleman from Mas 


| sachusetts, my colleague does not seem to know 


what he was talking about, for he still seem 
to think that there is an appropriation of 


| $800,000 in this bill. 


| buildings have gone somewhat to decay. 


What is the purpose of this bill? We have 
a yard in Philadelphia for the construction of 
wooden vessels It has been there a very long 
time; the machinery needs some repairs ; - 
he 


| city has grown up around it, and the yard i 
| 


| now an offense there. 


We wish to provide 
that whenever the Government does undertake 
to build a navy-yard for iron-clad and iron ves- 
sels at League Island they shall remove the 
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machinery from the old yard to that location 
and then sell the land of the old yard, so that 
the city may improve to that extent and that 
there may be an obstacle to that improvement 
removed, ‘That is all there is in the bill, and 
the gentleman from Massachusetts is frank 
enough to say so. 

But he says he has heard that the Depart- 
ment ig inclined to follow up his bill with 


au recommendation for an appropriation of | 
$800,000 to prepare the ground at League | 
Island before the old yardissold. I knownoth- || 


ing about any such appropriation; I have asked 
for none. Ido not believe that the Depart- 
ment will reeommend any such appropriation ; 
and if it should do so I am sure I would not 
advocate it, and I am not certain I would vote 
for it. 

Mr. DAVIS. 


tleman one question, 


I would like toask the gen- 


If Congress shouid by || Dawes, Deweese, 


this act direct the removal of the navy-yard | 


at Philadelphia to League Island, is not that 
equivalent to an appropriation for the cost of 
tlle removal ? 

Mr. SCOFIELD. 
any such act. 
to be made; it does not direct it. 
if it were directory, Congress has already 


Not at all. 


directed that League Island shall be selected for | 


a future navy-yard for iron-clad vessels. Pos- 
session has been taken of the ground; it has 
been staked out; and everybody who wants 
to build in that neighborhood knows who his 
neighbors are to be. 


there to put up a fine dwelling-house. Every 


This is not | 
It only authorizes the removal 
But even | 


y 
No man now goes down | 


man knows that the homes of the laborers in | 


that yard will be located there at some future 
time. All that we are asking now is that Con- 
gress shall declare by this bill that when the 
new yard shall be developed and improved the 
machinery of the old yard shall be removed to 
that place and the ground occupied by the 
present yard sold, so that everybody in the 
neighborhood may know what is the purpose 
of the Government. 

Sir, 1 have stated that this bill does not neces- 


sitate an appropriation. I now say that it does | 


not facilitate one. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts says to us: 


“You can bring in before this committee an | 


appropriation for $800,000 and pass it now if there be 
a majority of the committee in favor of it; and a 
majority of the House may thus provide for the im- 
provement of League Island.”’ 


Therefore, as the gentleman now suggests to 
me in his seat, there is no need for this bill. 
ut the gentleman says that when such an 
appropriation shall be asked in the future the 
Senate may put on legislation to remove the 


old yard, which he says cannot be done in this | 


‘House, because if a provision were incorpor- 
ated in an appropriation bill to remove the 


old yard any member of the House could object | 
to it as out of order; and thus an appropria- | 
tion might pass to buy new machinery and put 


up new buildings, leaving the old structure 
and the land unsold. 
Sir, I suppose the Senate might or might not 


attach to an appropriation such a provision ; | 


but at any rate so far as regards the improve- 
ment of this navy-yard we do not gain a par- 
ticle. The effect of this bill is to advertise to 
the people of the city of Philadelphia that 
whenever an appropriation may be made 
League Island shall be developed and a new 
navy-yard built for the construction of iron and 
iron-clad vessels; that the machinery of the 
old yard, where wooden vessels are now man- 
ufactured, shall be carried down there and the 
old yard sold. And I am assured by every- 
body who has given any attention to the subject 
that the land will sell for a great deal more 
than is necessary to make the removal. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I demand a vote. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I appeal to the 
gentleman to allow me to be heard. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I offered the gentleman 
from Connecticut [Mr. SrarKwearHer ] a part 
of my time and he refused to take it. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I did not refuse 








| talking generally to the House. I 


i understood the gentleman to be 
did not 
understand him to make a distinct offer to me. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I begged the gentleman 
from Connecticut to state to me how much 
time he wanted. He refused to accept any 


to take it. 


| time by my courtesy, and the House seconded 
| the demand for the previous question. 


Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, in accordance 
with the pledge I gave the House, I now move 


that this bill be laid on the table, on which | 


motion I demand the yeas and nays. 
[he yeas and nays were ordered. 
lhe question was taken; anditwas decided 


| in the aflirmative—yeas 94, nays 66, not voting 


50; as follows: 
Y EAS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Beaman, Beatty, 


| Beck, Benjamin, Benton, Blair, George M. Brooks, 
Buckley, Buflinton, Burchard, Burr, Churchill, 


Clarke, Amasa Cobb, Cook, Conger, Cullom, Davis, 
Dixon, Dox, Ela, Farnsworth, 


Kerriss, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Garfield, Golladay, 


| Hawley, Hay, Heflin, Hoar, Holman, Jenckes, 


| Judd, Julian, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kerr, Knapp, Knott, | 
| Loughridge, Marshall, | 
| McCarthy, McCormick, McCrary, McGrew, Me- | 


| Laflin, 











Lawrence, Logan, 


Neely, Eliakim H. Moore, Morgan, Niblack, Orth, 
Packard, Paine, Poland, Pomeroy, Potter, Reeves, 
Rogers, Sargent, Sawyer, Sherrod, William J.Smith, 


Stoughton, Strong, Tanner, Tillman, Twichell, Ty- 


ner, Upson, Van ‘trump, Ward, Cadwalader C.Wash- | 


burn, William LB. Washburn, Welker, Wells, W heeler, 
Wilkinson, Willard, Williams, John ‘T. Wilson, 
Winchester, Witcher, and Woodward—94, 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Archer, Armstrong, Asper, 
Axtell, Biggs, Bird, Bowen, Boyd, Burdett, Benjamin 
F. Butler, Cake, Calkin, Cessna, Cleveland, Clin- 
ton L. Cobb, Dockery, 
Fitch, Getz, Haldeman, Hale, Hamill, Hamilton, 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. MOORE, of Illinois, was by unanim 
. . Moy 
consent granted leave of absence for six day. 
CHRISTIANA HARBOR, DELAWaAnr. _ 
Mr. BIGGS, by unanimous consent, su}yp:. 
ted the following resolution; which wag rea, 
considered, and agreed to: = 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commeres ; 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of direcs:,. 
that the Secretary of War be authorized to detail. 


competent engineer to examine the harbor of ; 
Christiana river at Wilmington, Delaware, and qq) 


|| report thereupon, with a view to its improvemen; 


the purposes of commerce and navigation. 
UNITED STATES COMMISSIONERS, 
Mr. MAYHAM, by unanimous conseut, j, 


troduced a bill (H. R. No. 978) defining ti 
| powers and jurisdiction of the United §; 


vale 


commissioners in certain cases; which wa 


| read a first and second time, and referred , 
| the Committee on Revision of the Laws of th. 
United States. 


PUBLIC DEBT. 
Mr. JONKS, of Kentucky. 


[ ask unan- 


_imous consent to submit the following rego. 


'| lution: 
William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevenson, Stone, || 


Donley, Duval, Eldridge, | 


Heaton, Hoge, Johnson, Alexander H. Jones, Kelley, || 


Lash, Mayham, Maynard, Mercur, William Moore, 


Daniel J. Morrell, Myers, Negley, O’Neill, Palmer, | 


Peters, Phelps, Prosser, Randall, Reading, Rice, 


Roots, Sanford, Schumaker, Scofield, Lionel A. | 
i] INTERNAL REVENUE. 


Sheldon, Slocum, John A. Smith, Joseph S. Smith, 
Stevens, Stiles, Stokes, Strader, Strickland, Swann, 
‘Townsend, Trimble, Van Auken, Van Horn, and 


Winans—66. 
NOT VOTING— Messrs. Ames, Arnell, Bailey, 


| Banks, Barnum, Bennett, Bingham, Boles, James 


Brooks, Buck, Roderick R. Butler, Coburn, Cowles, 
Cox, Crebs, Dickey, Dickinson, Dyer, Ferry, Fox, 
Gilfillan, Greene, Griswold, Haight, Hambleton, 
Hawkins, Hays, Hill. Hoag, Hooper, Hotchkiss, 
Ingersoll, Thomas L. Jones, Ketcham, Lynch, Jesse 
H. Moore, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey, Mungen, 


Packer, Schenck, Shanks, Porter Sheldon, Worth- | 


ington C. Bmith, Sweeney, Taffe, Voorhees, Whitte- 
more, Eugene M. Wilson, and Wood—59., 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

During the vote, 

Mr. GETZ said: Does this bill contain an 
appropriation ? 

The SPEAKER. 
to answer. 

The vote was then 
recorded. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was laid 
on the table; ana also movedthat the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to: 


HOMESTEADS. 


Mr. JULIAN, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the appointment of a land commis- 
sioner, to be charged with the special duty of facili- 
tating the acquisition of homesteads by the freedmen 
and other landless people in the States lately in 
rebellion; and that said committee report by bill or 
otherwise. 


The Chair is not at liberty 


announced as above 


AGRICULTURE, 
Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I ask unanimous 
consent to submit the following resolution : 


Resolved, That, with the view of developing the 
agricultural resources of the United States and of 
introducing into this country the cultivation of plants 
yielding materials valuable in the arts and manufac- 
tures, the Commissioner of Agriculture be instructed 
to inform this House of the extent and value of the 
imports of foreign commodities susceptible of pro- 
duction within the limits of this country, as plants 
useful for estuffs, medicines, food-products, and 
for textile and fibrous materials, and for other eco- 
nomic purposes. 


Mr. WOOD. If that involves any expend- 
iture of money | must object to it. 
Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. It does not. 


The resolution was adopted. 


Resolved, That the public debt of the United Sta:, 


| should be paid strictly according to contract; tha 
| part specified to be paid in coin should be so paid: 


that not so specified should be paid in currency, ag q\| 


| other debts are paid; and any policy to return to specie 


payments whilethe public debt exists, or to fund th 
same with the principal payable in coin would | 
an outrage upon the tax-payers of the country ani 
direct legislation for capital against labor. 

Mr. KELSEY. I object. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
vote on it. 

The SPEAKER. Itis not before the Honge, 


Let us have a 


Mr. STEVENSON, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following apes and res 
olution; which were read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Whereas it is represented that a large increase 0: 
revenue might be derived from the distillation o: 
“drop beer” and *‘slops” which cannot now }y 
profitably used under existing laws: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Internal Re 
enue is hereby requested to inform this House what, 
ifany, amendments to thelaw are necessary and ex 
pedient in order to authorize and facilitate the utili 

zation of those and similar materials. 


NEW ORLEANS COLLECTION DISTRICT. 

Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana. I move, by 
unanimous consent, to take from the Speaker s 
table Senate joint resolution No. 74, to exten 
the port of entry of the collection district o! 
New Orleans, for action at this time. 
| Mr. RANDALL. Let us see what it is. 
| The joint resolution was read. ‘The first 
section provides that the limits of the port of 
New Orleans as a port of entry be enlarged 
and extended so as to include all that portion 
of the parish of Jefferson, left bank, in the 
State of Louisiana, lying between the Missis: 
sippi river and Lake Pontchartrain and be 
tween the upper line of the parish of Urleans, 
left bank, and a line running parallel thereto. 
commencing at the Mississippi river at th 
upper line of the city of Carrollton, and ex- 
tending to Lake Pontchartrain. The second 
section provides that the joint resolution shall 
take effect from and after its passage. 

Mr. COX. I should like to ask the gentle- 
man from Louisiana whether this joint resolu: 
tion has been before a committee ? 

Mr. SHELDON, of Louisiana. It is pre- 
cisely like the bill which I introduced into this 
House, and which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and also to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. It was approved by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and unanimously 
by the Committee on Commerce of the House, 
'and I had authority to report the bill as thus 
| approved. 

Mr. COX. I withdraw my objection. 

The joint resolution was taken up, read a 
first and second time, and ordered to be read 
a third time ; and it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 
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ir. SHELDON, of Louisiana, moved to 
consider the vote by which the joint resolu- 
» was passed; and also moved that the 
‘ion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

rhe latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I demand the regular order. 


;pGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. DAWES. I now move that the House 
lye itself into Committee of the Whole on 
. state of the Union on the special order, 
ng the annual appropriation bill for legis- 
., executive, and judicial expenses; and 
ling that motion that all general debate on 
.same be restricted to four hours. 
| will say that I have been appealed to to 
ud the restriction to five hours instead of 
hours. 1 would leave that entirely tothe 
Mr, ELDRIDGE. I would suggest to the 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes ] 


t he had better let the question of determ- 
the time to be occupied in debate lie 


- uptil the bill has been somewhat con- 


ered. 

‘Mr. DAWES. My experience is that it is 

asier to fix the time before we begin than 
erward. Idesire to fix thetime now accord- 

ing to what may be the opinion of the House. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. How can the House judge 
what time will be necessary for the discus 

in of the bill without having heard if read 
or knowing anything about it? I would further 

iggest to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
that I understand there are in the bill some 
propositions for new legislation. 
Mr. DAWES. I suppose the general de- 
bate will hardly turn on the merits of any par- 
ticular part of the bill. I presume it will be 
devoted to the general subject. I am willing 
that the time should be four or five hours, as 
the House may determine. But I think it bet- 
ter to fix it now. I modify my motion so as 
to limit all general debate on the bill to five 
nours. 

Mr. COBURN. 
this point. 

The SPEAKER. It can only be by unan 
imous consent. The motion is not debatable. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. COBURN. I wish to say that this is 
an important bill. It has only been printed 
this morning. We have had no opportunity 
to read it; and I think the time for debate 
should not now be limited. 

Mr. DAWES. I think five hours should be 
found quite sufficient. 

The question was put on the motion to limit 
all general debate on the bill to five hours; 
and on a division there were—ayes 57, noes 
>; no quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Dawes and Mr. 
Coburn. 

lhe House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 71, noes 44. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Dawes, that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the legislative, &c., 
appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Cessna in the chair,) and 
proceeded to the consideration of the special 
order, being the bill (H. R. No. 974) reported 
from the Committee on Appropriations, making 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, 
and judicial expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1871. 

Mr. DAWES. I ask unanimous consent to 
dispense with the first reading of the bill. 

There being no objection, the first reading 
of the bill was dispensed with. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not propose to address 
the House at this time, as 1 might perhaps be 
expected to do, but to yield the floor to others 


I wish to say a word on 


who may desire to occupy it, reserving the | 


| to the country, and through the efforts of the |) 
Democratic members of this House, who have | 
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remarks which I intended to address to the 
House upon the bill till some fature time. 
fy RUT] . 

Mr. BU LER, of Massachusetts. A short 
lime since, the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations, in opposing the passage of the 
bill concerning the navy-y ard at League Island, 

*? ? ° . , 
near Philadelphia, wandered from the exact 
merits of that measure and took oceasion to 
make an attack upon the executive administra- 
tion of the country for its professions of econ- 
omy not carried out in practice. He shew 
to the unthinking and unreflecting that the 
first year of General Grant’s administration 
called for theappropriation of $49,682,537 more 
than did the expenditure of the last year of the 
administration of Johnson, because of the cor- 
ruptionsand extravagant expenditures of which 
the people drove it from power to give place to 
theadministration of President Grant. True, 
the honorable chairman did not use these words, 
but what he did say, which I give, was artistic- 
atti. « oe : : 
ally contrived to convey that meaning. 

* Now, sir, what did Andrew Johnson, in the last 
year of his administration, estimate that he would 
carry on this Government for? He estimated thathe 
would carry it on for $303,000,000, and we cut down 
the appropriations $20,000,000 below his estimate. But 
his own estimate of the cost of carrying on the Gov- 
ernment, which the people at the po! 
profligate and unreasonable, was $303,000,000. 

** Now, sir, what does our own Administration esti 
mate that it will carry onthe Government for forthe 
next year? 
an increase over the last estimate of the administra- 
tion of Andrew Johnson for 1869-70 of $28,097,174 62. 
But we cut down his estimttes $20,000,000, so that the 
exact difference between this book of estimates for 
the present Administration and the appropriations 
made the last year of Andrew Johnson’s administra 
tion is $49,682,537 01.” 

Now, did not the country understand, asthis 
House understood, that while Andrew John- 
son estimated that he could 
Government for $303,000,000, General Grant 
estimates that he cannot for less than $331,- 
000,000? And whereas Congress cut down 


Andrew Johnson’s estimate $20,000,000 in | 


round numbers, and Andrew Johnson could 
carry on the Government with that, yet Gene- 
ral Grant requires $49,000,000 more for his 


administration than Johnson did for his under | 


the economy which Congress forced upon him. 
I say this is what has gone to the country, be- 
cause the carefully concealed fact that this 
$49,000,000 in a large degree only appears in 
the typographical errors and blunders of a 
clerk in a book of estimates, never has gone 


subscribed for a hundred and fifty thousand 
copies of the gentleman’s speech as a cam- 
paign document for their side, never will go 
to the country or be known to the people. 
Mr.WOOD. Will the gentleman trom Massa- 
chusetts permit me to say that the Democratic 
members of this House have not subscribed for 


two thousand copies of that speech. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. To that 
I answer that, if they did not subscribe for the 
number of copies I have named, somebody did 
it for them. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Ido not think that has 
been done either. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
I have different information. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, As regards the sending 
out of speeches, we generally do that for our- 
selves. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. When I 
attempted to get the floor the other day I stated 
that the gentleman’s speech proceeded upon a 
fundamental error in fact, because it says in 
words ‘‘ that Andrew Johnson estimated that he 
could carry on this Government for $303,000,- 
000, which was cut down by the House $20,000,- 
000; while the book of estimates for the first 
year of this Administration is for $49,000,000 
more ”’ 

But the estimates of $303,000.000 were made 


On that 


by Andrew Johnson and his Secretaries not as | 
what he would carry on the Government for | 


for the fiscal year commencing July, 1869, and 
ending June, 1870, but what General Grant 


ls declared tobe | 


The sum estimated for is $331,097,174 62; || 


carry on the | 


~J 
- 
ee 
o~ 

~~" 


should carry it on for during that period of 
time. 

The outgoing Administration always esti 
mates the expenditures and the outgoing Con- 
gress always makes the appropriations for the 
first year and three months of the incoming 
Administration, although they may be as dia 
metrically opposite in principle and practice as 
are the administrations of Grant and Johnson. 
The Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Welles; the 
Postmaster General, Mr. Randall; the Secré 
tary of the Treasury, Mr. McCulloch, of An 
drew Johnson's Cabinet, in Devtember, 1868, 
made such estimates as they chose for General 
Grant's administration to carry on the Govern 
ment in the first year of its power. 
the temptation of those Secretaries was to make 
a show of economy by abandoning all public 
works aud by underestimating every possible 
expenditure, so as to embarrass the incoming 
Administration and cause it to bring in a large 
deficiency bill upon which the Democrats might 
found a charge of extravagance against the 

| Republican party; but in their wildest imagina 
tion they could not have dreamed thata Repub 
lican chairman of the Committee on Appro 
priations would be the willing instrument of 
their designs. 

But a still more fatal misconception of the 
truth by the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations, and a still greater deception 
on the country, whether intentional or not, was 
in the fact that the estimates of Andrew John- 
son and the appropriations made by Congres 
were based upon the fact that every Depart 
ment had large unexpended balances at the 
close of the year, from which their estimates 
were made; and it was in view of those bal- 
ances that I, as a member of the Committee 
on Appropriations, agreed to cut down even 
| the otherwise low estimates of Andrew John- 


Of course 


son. The Secretary of the Navy had unex- 
pended, beyond the appropriations asked 


for by him in the year ending June 30, 1868, 
$38,645,754 69; and there was available in the 
War Department at the same time $6,000,000 
surplus in the quartermaster’s department 
alone. 

Both in the War dnd Navy Department 
there were immense depots of provisions, cloth 
ing, material, coal, and iron, sufficient to last 
each Department many years. ‘There was sur 
plus material to be sold to swell those great 
balances, and that sale would be going on in 
the last year of Andrew Johnson and the first 
|| year of General Grant to a greater or less 
extent, and it was in view of that fact that the 
appropriations were cut down; so that while 
the appropriations asked for by Andrew John- 
son appear on the book of estimates at $408,- 
000,000 it was very much nearer in fact $550,- 
000,000 because of these available balances. 
Why did not the learned chairman give these 
facts to the country when he made his onslaught 
on the Administration ? 

These balances are now expended, and sub- 
stantially every dollar that is available for the 
fature must be appropriated from the rev- 
enues of the Government. Itis hard to believe 
that he did not know this great and determ 
ining fact, which answers his attack upon the 
tepublican party; it is still harder to believe 
that knowing he concealed it. Has he been 
seduced by the fact that his predecessor by 
cutting down appropriations upon the strength 
|| of unexpended balances got a reputation fo: 
economy and was patted on the back as the 
bull-dogof the Treasury? Itisnot possible that 
the chairman of the Committee on Appropri 
ations will sacrifice the interest and succes 
of his party to his own self-aggrandizement. 
I speak here not without knowledge, having 
been on the committee that reported thes 
appropriations in view of this surpius. 

Therefore, the injustice with which my col 
league arraigns the Administration before the 
country for extravagance in estimating lo 
] more money than Johnson did, when he knew, 
' or ought to have known, from his position and 
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before he made the charge thatthese many mil- 
lions of surplus which served for the fiscal 
year ending June, 1870, are now expended 
and unavailable, and their place must be sup- 
plied by appropriations for the fiscal year 
1870-71. And therefore if the Administra- 
tion had aimed to be only as economical in 
the second year as the chairman assumes it 
to have been in the first it would have been 
obliged to ask for larger appropriations to 
carry on the Government in that year, because 
the gurplus means, the relics of the war, was 
xpended. But in fact, being much more 
economical than Congress asked them to be 


ven, they have not asked of Congress, as I | 
hall presently show, larger appropriations | 


than were had last year—even without the sur- 
plus property—which was estimated by Con- 
vress to be necessary to carry on the Govern- 
ment in the previous year. 

In order that [ may present at one view the 
amount of those balances, and how completely 
this consideration should take away all ground 
for the charge of the gentleman, | call atten- 
tion to the following letter: 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, January 24, 1870. 
“in: In reply to your letter of the 23d instant, 
king for the unexpended balances on the 30th day 
of June, 1868, 1 have the honor to inform you that 
these balances were— 
or the War Department...... 
For the Navy Department. 
For the Indian and Pension depart 
ments, 
e 


ssseeeeeeeereep 04,633,201 52 
18,320,632 86 


tBssenveeeesaserseyanonsee wwanesoeunsersnstes ove 20,027,988 65 
vy the civil service, including Con 
srese and the diplomatic fund, and 


GREY wibiiidnes cided  hibindncibiiekn cine 13,444,636 82 


....$156,426,459 85 

There are no “ property accounts available to be 
expended.”’ These balances are the actual money 
portion of appropriations made by Congress which 
remained unexpended at that date. They include 
also additions made to the appropriations from the 

ile of old materials, vessels, stores, and the like, 
which were originally paid for out of the appropria- 
tions to which they were returned, as authorized by 
law, and include all moneys available for expend- 
itures at that time, 

{ have the honor to be, very respectfully, &e., 
GEORGE §, BOUTWELL, 

Necretary. 


Hon. B. F. Burter, House of Represcntatives. 


‘These amounts were known to Johnson’s 
Secretaries in December, 1868, when they esti- 
mated, and although much of them might be 
expended in the year ending June 30, 1869, 
yet it was certain that there must be a large 
surplus remaining over. Yet it will be ob- 
served that these unexpended balances are only 
those which,appear upon the books of the 
‘Treasury to be unexpended. There were, in 
fact, large balances in the hands of disbursing 
officers of the several Departments, of the 
Navy, War, and Interior, which being drawn 
upon requisition from the Treasury would not 
appear here; and therefore, when I call atten- 
tion to the several balances under separate 
heads, there will not be found a perfect agree- 
ment between the balances as shown by the 
Department, reckoning those in the hands of 
the disbursing officers with those in the Treas- 
ury; but these are enough to show how futile 
in charging extravagance are the comparisons 
of mere estimates with each other or estimates 
with appropriations. 

let me repeat: Andrew Johnson's Secre- 
taries in 1868 should have made their estimates 
in view of these balances; General Grant's 
Secretaries in 1869 made their estimates with- 
out any view of such balances in the Treasury, 
those balances being substantially expended. 
And the very book of estimates of General 
Grant contains a column in which the estimates 
are placed, headed ‘‘ ‘Total amount to be appro- 
priated under each head in addition to the 
estimated amount which will be on hand at the 
beginning of the fiscal year ;’’ while the book 
of estimates of Andrew Johnson's Secretaries 
contains no such column, but simply ‘ Esti- 
mates ot appropriations required for the ser- 
vice of the fiseal year ending June 30, 1870.” 
Besides, it has been, as I understand, the aim 
of General Grant’s administration, so far as has 


gress; and that 
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| been possible, to carry on the Government 
within the oer made for it by Con- 


consistently done whenever the estimate has 
been specific. But where the estimates were in 
view of an unexpended balance, of course they 
have used that balance, as in the case of the 
Navy and Pension Office. But observe, they 
have now estimated for what they believe will be 
exactly necessary for the use of the Govern- 
ment, and by the very form of their estimates 
they propose to carry on the Government within 
the amount actually appropriated, giving credit 
in each estimate for the amount on hand, of 
course not always including that in the hands 


| shifting each day, they cannot have knowledge. 
WAR DEPARTMENT. 

Let us now examine the estimates made by 
Johnson for the War Department during the 
first year of Grant’s administration, which were 
$65,689,338 85. There was an unexpended 
balance of $6,806,234 99 in the quartermas- 


|| ter’s department; the actual appropriation 


was $44,345,087 07, as shown by the book of 
| estimates. 
for this first year has been $44,402,807 07. Of 
| that $400,000 was for preservation and repairs 

of forts and service of military defenses. For 
the next year the total estimate of military ap- 
propriations is $38,283,661 30. In submitting 
these the Secretary says: 

“Inthe foregoing estimate the amounts originally 
presented by the heads of bureaus have been mate- 
rially reduced, and any appropriation smaller in 
amount than that asked for would fail to meet the 
necessary wants of the Department. | 

‘The following estimates are submitted separately, 
and are given for the consideration of Congress, as 
presented by the chief of engineers: 








Sy Sr ssa aneneenibenines $4,196,400 00 
For rivers and harbors..............ccccsseses . 7,961,900 00 
iia ini iil ai iat ti ae $12,158,300 00 


**As to the fortifications, I urge the appropriations 
asked for the forts near the larger cities named in the 
report of the General of the Army, to wit: Portland, 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, New Orleans, and 
San Francisco.” 

Estimates for these fortifications amounts to 
$2,619,400; add for public buildings and 
grounds and Washington aqueduct, (though 
not strictly military appropriations, ) $498,970 ; 
add estimates of military appropriations (as 
given above) $34,531,031 80; Executive (sal- 
aries of Seeretary of War and employés) 
$634,260; total estimate for the year ending 
June 30, 1871, $38,283,661 30. 

It will thus be seen that the expenditures for 
the first year of General Grant’s administra- 
tion, estimated for by Johnson and appropri- 
ated for by Congress for the War Department, 
were $44,402,802 07; the estimates for the 
second year were $38,283,661 30, making a 
reduction of $6,119,145 70. These figures 
which I give are exactly accurate, and all may 
be found in the Secretary’s report, all of which 
were as open and accessible to the learned 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
as to myself; and if he believed ‘hese was any- 
thing wrong in the estimate, as I submit to the 
House and to the country it was his duty to do, 
he should have gone to the Secretary of War 
for the explanation. He would at once have 
got it, and saved an attack upon the Adminis- 
tration of his choice and his party. 

Looking onthe estimates, and seeing that the 
War Department is put down as asking for 
$50,000,000 while only $38,000,000 is called 
for in fact, the question arises, how is this differ- 
ence to be accounted for? The answer is plain 
and easy, and should have been suggested by my 
colleague, and not left to me. It is made the 
duty of the engineer department to furnish 
estimates to Congress every year of what will 
be necessary to carry to completion the fortifi- 
cations already begun and ordered by Congress, 

and it is also—as every member of Congress 
knows—his duty to estimate what any public 
work connected with rivers or harbors, or 
canals, or the surveys of unexplored country, 
either in progress or projected, will cost if car- 








1as been conscientiously and || 


of disbursing officers, of the amount of which, || 


The total estimated expenditure | 
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ried out, if such work shall be ordered by Con 
| gress. y 
|| Any gentleman may rise in this House and 
ask that the engineer department be ¢ 


| upon to estimate what will be the ¢ 
1] 


alled 
L a J POst of a 
1 public work for the improvement of rivers ay; 
|| harbors, and such estimate will be ordere; 
|| Indeed, under both law and practice the pro- 
| priety of commencing no such public work ea, 
] be considered in the House until such estimar, 
| ishad. Now, in answering these requisitions 
of Congress for estimates the engineer depart. 
ment had estimated that all the proposed 
|| commenced public works, together with the 
|| fortifications, would require $12,158,300, Thi. 
sum, added to the $38,000,000 actually called 
'| for by the necessities of the War Department, 
will more than account for the apparently jn. 
|| creased estimate over the estimate of last year, 

and will show why the estimates are, in fact, so 
much lower than the nominal sum put down jp 
| the books. 
| Was it fair or just in my colleague to make 
|| an attack on the Administration that the War 
| Department had estimated for an expenditure 
of $12,000,000, when they had only answered 
the requisitions of the Houses of Congress for 
information as to what certain public works 
would cost if ordered by Congress, especially 
when they were not even recommended by the 
Department? Would it not have been more 
just for my friend, if he was anxious to arraign 
General Grant’s administration, to have com. 
pared expenditure with expenditure with John. 
son’s? and I should have been very happy to 
have had him compare President Grant’s War 
Department expenditure in his first year with his 
second, or his first year with any other year, or 
with the first year of Johnson’s administration. 

Let us take the War Department again, for 
example: the estimates for expenditures for 
the years 1868 and 1869 of the War Depart- 
ment, nine months only of which were Andrew 
Johnson’s, were $56,761,732 60. If we add to 
that old war debts paid we will bring it to 
| $80,664,042 70. The expenditures of the first 
year of General Grant, from 1869 to 1870, as 
we have seen, were $44,402,807 07; and the 
estimated expenditure for all purposes for the 
next year asked for or recommended by the 
Department, including $2,500,000 for fortify- 
ing our principal cities, is only $38,283,661 30. 
The reduction in expenditure from the last 
year of Johnson to the first year of Grant was 
$12,358,925 09. The estimated reduction of 
|| the expenditures of the War Department for 
the second year of General Grant’s adminis- 
tration is $6,119,145 70, and I trust it may 
still go on. It shall not be for the want of my 
vote that it does not go on. 
POST QFFICE DEPARTMENT. 

Now let us take the Post Office Department, 
and I think there the chairman of the Com- 


| | 


| 


and 





| 





mittee of Appropriations will be found equally 
unfortunate in his facts, and still more so be- 
cause, apparently for the sake of arraigning 
the Administration, he first puts forth to the 
country a statement that its excessive estimates 
were $49,000,000, when he had been informed 
by letter of the Postmaster General, more than 
six weeks before, that nearly $12,000,000 of that 
estimated excess was a clerical error, but had 
never called upon that officer for any expla- 
nation if he did not understand it. So he says, 
after making the statement containing the 
clerical error, ‘‘ It is due to the Post Office 
Department to say that there is an errror of 
$7,000,000 in the footing, which reduces the 
amount to some forty-two millions ;’’ but not 4 
word of the clerical error of nearly five mil- 
lions. Why state $49,000,000 if he meant to 
state justly and fairly, andif his statement was 
not the ingenious plea of an adversary of the 
Administration endeavoring to fasten upon }t 
a charge of extravagance? He says “faithful 
are the wounds of a friend.’’ Not those which 
stab in the back. 
What friendly object could my colleague have 
for parading before the country—which was the 
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aly thing the telegraph sent out—that General 
ant’ S administration 1 required $49,000,000 
» than Andrew Johnson’s, when he knew 
,e moment it was flashed over the wires, as 
- came from his mouth in this House, that in 
i cam imates ofasingle Department $7,000,000 
‘twas an error in the print, and that an 
or of nearly five millions more arose from 
ynting in the same sum twice; that my col- 
ague knew, or ought to have known. That 
-rorcame from the “mistake of a clerk making 
en th ‘3 book of estimates in the Treasury De- 
»artment for the first time, and happened in 
itis known thata very large portion 


- in 


O1 


this way ° 
(the expenses 


paid from its revenues; but those expenses 


ever Si 
been, and so long as we open up new territory 


‘nd extend our ‘postal lines always must be, 
» excess of the receipts; so that ‘the manner 
of estimating for the appropriation is to esti- 
mate the amount necessary to Carry on the 
Department, crediting the receipts and asking 
what iS called ¢ ‘*deficiency,’’ to be appro- 

“iated a of “the general Treasury. 

Now, in making up this amount the Post- 
General first estimates for all the 
expenditures necessary to be made for the 
isc om year. Then, for the information of Con- 
cress, he estimates how much revenue he will 
have; and the difference between the amount 
he desires and the amount of his revenue is 

1e money to be appropriated out of the gen- 

— lreasury. In making up that amount the 
Postmaster General put in over four million 
dol oe as the difference between the receipts 
and expenditures, for the information of Con- 
, but that should not be added to the 
amount he needs to run his Department. Now, 
infortunately for the Department and my col- 
league, for it deeply injures both, from the 
want of understanding the method of making 
ap accounts of the Post Office Departmen t 

ie Treasury clerk who prepared the estimates 
vided in that $4,000,000, and then by another 
blunder that $4,000,000 was made to read 
$11,000,000, to which amount, by an equal 
blunder, my colleague charges General Grant’s 
administration with exceeding Andrew John- 
son’s in extravagance and corruption. 

rhe exact amounts are as follows: the total 
amount of appropriations asked for by the 
Post Office Department for postal service is 
$26,306,098, to which must be added, for the 
expenses of the Department proper in Wash- 
ington, $426,540, and also $700,000, which is 
thestanding appropriation for free matter, and 
which does not add to or diminish the compar- 
ison. So that the whole amount asked for by 
the Post Oflice Department, instead of being 

9,134, 764 21, as appears in the book of esti- 
als was $27 7,432 Here, then, was an 
error of $11, 702,131 21, which my friend from 
Massachusetts could have at once ascertained 
if he had gone to the Post Office Department. 


master 


eress 


5638, 


He need not have done even that, because on | 


the 7th of December the error had been dis- 
covered at the Department, and he as chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations had 
been notified of it. And yet, notwithstanding 
the letter so notifying him, he took notice only 
of the $7,000,000, not recognizing or under- 
standing that there was a clerical error, in 
me alsing | up the accounts, of $4,000,000. 


nee the close of the war have always | 


money-order account; money transferred by 
postmasters and deposite d in the Treasury for 
postage re ceipts, $1, 000,000. But as this 
is Only a method of book-keeping appearing 
in both estimates, it is not an e xpenditure, is 
not an extravagance; itis only a method of 
keeping accounts. And yet it has gone forth 


| to the country as one of the $331,000,000 of 


s of the Post Office Department | 


| master General ( 


| ing in the deficiency in last 


expenditure of the extravagance of General 
Grant’s administration, and that, too. in the 


speech of the chairman of the Committee on 


Appropriations, who ought to be the leader of 
the Administration " the House. 

By the erroneous calculation made by my 
colle ague the present P ost Office Department 
is held responsible f or asking $6,000,000 more 
to cover deficiencies than was asked by the late 
Administration, when the truthis the late Post- 
(Randall) gotin round numbers 

$25,500,000, exclusive of subsidies $750,000, 
and free matter $700,000, of which the receipts 
were estimated to pay all but $5,700,000 de- 
ficiency. Ontheother hand, Mr. Creswell, esti 
mating the increase of his receipts at ten per 
cent., fixes the sum total of incoming revenue 

t $21,000,000, and states the actual deficiency 
at $4,700,000, being $1,000,000 less than was 
allowed Andrew Johnson’s Postmaster Gen- 
eral. Then Mr. Creswell further shows that 
there has been saved out of the deficiency ap- 
propriation for last year $1,500,000, of which 
sum it is shown that $800,000 is available. 
This reduces Mr. Creswell’s deficiency to 
less than $4,000,000, or, in round numbers, 
51,800,000 less than the deficiency appropriated 
to his predec essor 

So it will be seen that besides making a sav- 
year in actual ex- 
penditure of $1,500,000, which alone is the test 
of economy, in the first year of his adminis- 
tration, the Post Office Department in the sec- 
ond year of General Grant’s administration, 


and notwithstanding necessary increased ex- 


penditure caused by the increase of postal 
facilities year by year, proposes to get along 
with $27,000,000 in round m imbers against 
$31,000,000 in the first year of the Adminis- 
tration, estimated for by the Secretaries of 
President Johnson, leavinga difference in favor 
of the estimates of the sevond year of Grant’s 
administration, when it is charged with extrav- 
agance by my colleague, who hopes 
leader of the House, of $3,942,260. 

Bef ore leaving the subject of the administra- 
tion of the Post Office Department, however, 
I beg leave to dwell a moment on the wit ex- 
pended by my colleague upon the saving which 


to be the 


' the Postmaster General says he can make by 


| no means of examining the data, 


the abolition of the franking privilege. I have 
but I do not 
understand thai the franking privilege ‘‘ only 
includes the paper bought by the Government 
with thirty letters per day for each member of 


| Congress, which would, the gentleman avers, 


Ought not the chairman of the Committee 


on Appropriations, before he made an attack 


upon an Administration of which he was in the | 


place of leader in the House, to have ascer 
tained such error? But if he had pursued his 
investigations with the intent to exculpate and 
not to inculpate the Post Office Department, he 
would have found another $1,000,000 of appar- 
ent estimate for expenditure, which is a mere 
effect of book-keeping and not an expendi- 
ture. On the 229th page of the book of esti- 
mates from which he read—which seems to 
have been his unrevised Bible, with the Apoc- 
rypha included—he would have found an item of 
$1,000,000 under this head: ‘‘ Retransferred to 


only amount to one tenth part of the sum, to 
wit, $500,000, because I do not learn that the 
franking privilege isallone way. [apprehend, 
in the first place, that all the letters written 


| by postmasters are sent free, all letters written 
| to or by heads of bureaus and of Departmehts, 
and all sent to members of Congress, which | 


think, as a rule, will be very many more than 
are written by them; all documents and peti- 
tions sentthem and all the mass of correspond- 
ence to the Internal Revenue Bureau will make 
a very much larger sum than the gentleman 
contemplates, and I am sorry that he should 
choose to sneer at the abolition of the franking 
privilege in that way. Certain it is that the 
Government has already allowed a permanent 
appropriation of $700,000 to the Post Office 
Department for many years for free matter, 
which is upon the very book of estimates which 
is my colleague’s text; so that if he is right we 
have been overpaying for the franking privilege 
that we have more than two hundred thousand 
dollars a year for many years. 

I do not feel called upon to sustain the 
mathematics of the Post Office Department ; 
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| man, 
| the editor: 


|} and there again he makes 
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can show, and these considerations do 
that the mathematics of my brother are 
wholly at fault. While I desire as well as he 
to see the franking privilege abolished 
to every member personally it is an impedi 
ment and a nuisance, yet wken it is abolished 
I wish to see it abolished fore ve rybody, every 


yet I « 
show, 


. be ‘cause 


where, and above all, after the impudent h ow! 
ing of certain ne wspapers about the franki 
privilege, do I want to see every newspape! 


franking 
idown with, in 


pay its postage for their use of the 
privilege in having mails load 
many instances, deleterious sheets spreading 
advertisements of quack no and 

tion medicines all over the land at the expen 


strums 


of the Post Office Department ane the tax 
payers of the country. When the New York 
rribune pays at the same rate : y weight f 

the circulation of its blanket sheet that the 


poor man pays for his letter, then abolition o 
the franking privilege will be nigh at 
But while all papers within the 


sent free, and while weekly papers are sent 
| at a price nearly free, thousands upon thou- 
sands of wet and heavy sheets ” over thi 
land at the expense of the letter of the poor 


I desire a little modesty on the part ¢ of 
3 in demanding the abolition of the 


franking privilege for other people. One ad 


| vocates its abolition for everybody but himself; 


not a novel way of showing benevolence and 
philanthropy and preaching economy. 
NAVY DEPARTMENT. 

The objective point, to use a military phrase, 
of the chairman of the Committee on Appro 
priations seems to be the Navy Department ; 
some statements 
which [cannot allow to go unchallenged. And 


| these are so gross and showso little apprecia- 


tion of his subject that I must conclude he has 
been imposed upon by some dishonest person, 
because I am sure he had put his mind, 
clear as itis, to work upon the matter or given 
it the slightest personal examination he would 
have seen that his statement was not correct. 
His statement is: 


‘T say that the estimates of this Secretary in ref 


erence to these expenditures de not inspire me with 
entire confidence. I know he speaks of economy 
and the saving of money, but, sir, the great point 


upon which I find that he has expended his ener 

gies is upon the promise he holds out to the House 
that he will save $2,000,000 upon the article of coal 
alone, the laat tio 
years was leas than one ty thousand 
dollars a year l”’ 


for which for the 


hundre d and fis 


whole eatimate 


Is this latter statement of fact correct? If 
it is 1 will beg his pardon and sit down. If 
itis not he ought on bended knees to ask the 
pardon of every one of the Republican party 
whose administration he has maligned by such 
a blind mistake which it was easily within his 
reach to have made correct. When the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations 
speaking on a matter of ap propriation speaks 
of the ‘* last two years’ | understand him to 
speak of the last two fiscal years, to wit, the 
one ending June 30, 1869, and the one ending 
June 380, 1870. 

Now, on page 268 of the book of estimates 
for Appropriations for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1869, will be found the estimate in 
these words: 

‘Estimate of coal for the use of the Navy, for 
the purchase, transportation, and expenses thereon 
for seventy steam Vv essels, at five hundred tons per 
annum, $900,000, 

In the estimates for the year ending June 3), 
1870, I find the estimate to be on page 263 in 
these words: 

“Por the 
$480,000."’ 


purchase of coal for forty steamers, & 


Making in those two years $1,380,000 asked 
for coal for the Navy, instead of $150,000 a 
year for the last two years, as my colleague 
has put the fact—only a mistake in the plain 
matter of fact that appeared on the book of 
estimates of over $1,080,000 on the estimate 
of $300,000. If either Mr. Secretary of the 
Navy or Mr. Postmaster General has worse 
arithmetic than that I leave the country to 
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judge, 
itis a matter of plain reading. It is reckless- 
ness of statement of which from my knowl- 
edge of my colleague I thought him incapable 
of, and still deem him so if not imposed on. 
If he says that intaking the estimates for the 
liscal years endingin 1869-701 am notright 
Mr. DAWES. When I speak of estimates 
I do not speak of appropriations. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 





He an- 


swers me that when he speaks of estimates he || 


does not speak of appropriations. I ask him 


tor bread and he gives me a stone. I will read 
from his speech: 
* Mr. Scorrep. ref 
estimates of last year, or to the appropriations? 
“Mr. Dawes. I am speaking of the appropria- 
tions.’’ 
If he says that in taking the estimates for the 
fiscal years ending in 1869-70 Iam notright, and 


' 


But it is not a question of arithmetic, | tributed in 1868 all over the world cost what 


| book and 


Does the gentleman refer to the | 


that I ought to have taken one year still further | 


back into Andrew Johnson’s administration— 
of the economy and honesty of which he appears 


now to be the voluntary defender—I shall then | 


find that there was no appropriation asked 


for whatever for coal; because there was a | 


balance on hand January 1, 1867, under the 
unexpended appropriation applicable for fuel 
for the Navy of $6,811,963 68; so great a bal- 
ance that in September following the Navy 


Department turned into the Treasury from that | 


appropriation $5,400,000, In addition to that 
they had coal on hand January 1, 1867, 35,000 


tons; January 1, 1868, 36,386 tons, and June 30, || 
1868, 86,000 tons; while they had available for | 


the purchase of coal on the Ist January, 1868, 


$2,514,278 31, including their appropriation. | 
Surely here was margin enough out of which | 


by proper economy to save $2,000,000! 
Lut the gentleman thinks it impossible that 


in the matter of coal a saving of $2,000,000 | 
I can see very readily how | 


might be effected. 
that might be, and I give him the figures for 
the benefit of his arithmetic. Assume that we 
have fifty steam-vessels in commission, large 
and small. ‘l'wenty tons a day while steaming 
would be a low estimate, or one thousand tons 
per day. 
days alone out of a year, less than two thirds 
of the time ; that will be two hundred thousand 
tons of coal. Suppose that coal to cost, with 
the transportation to foreign ports and labor, 
what Gideon Welles estimated it would cost in 


1868, $27 71 per ton, and the amount of the | 


cost of coal for a Navy using steam less than 


two thirds of the time would be $5,542,000. | 


Add to this the cost of wear and tear of ma- 
chinery while steaming, say ten per cent. a year 
on the amount of the cost of the machinery, of 
which $10,000,000 will be a low estimate, and 
vou havea grand aggregate of $6,542,000. Now 


the Secretary of the Navy, by ordering that they | 


shall steam but one third of the time, or but 
one hundred days in the year, and use their 


sails the rest of the time, would save one half | 


of thatamount. Is the proposition of the Sec- 


retary to save $2,000,000 by using sails instead | 


of steam so preposterous as the chairman of 


the Committee on Appropriations would sug- | 


gest ? 
Referring to the 814th page of the message 


and documents of 1866-67 this report is found: || 


“The contracts for coal for the current year call | 
tor fifty-two thousand tons, twelve thousand tons at | 


Admit that they steam two hundred | 
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Gideon Welles, my colleague’s neighbor in Con- 
necticut, estimated that his coal would cost him 
on an average per ton in 1868, then we shall have 
the fifty-two thousand tons cost $1,440,920. 


The difficulty with my colleague’s estimate is | 
that he mistook entirely or overlooked the fact | 


as to the amount estimated for in the last two 


years; and I amafraid he took Gideon Welles’s 


letter as guide for his statements and not the 
book of estimates for which I have given him 
age. 

Again, he did not take into consideration 
that we had established large coal depots in 
almost all parts of the world; that in 1867 the 
Bureau of Equipment and Repairs report (see 


page 814 Message and Documents) that it is | 
| about to establish coal depots in the Kast Indies 


and the Mediterranean ; and that at the end of 
the war, fearing a collision with Great Britain, 
we filled up our coal depots in every neutral 


port wherever we had them, so that we had no | 


occasion when the war suddenly reduced our 


| naval force to supply the few ships we had | 
| with a great amount of coal any more than at 


the end of the war, when the estimates had 


| been made in the subsistence department of || 
| the Army for feeding a million and a half of 
| men and the Army was suddenly reduced, it | 

was necessary to make any estimates until the | 
| small army of forty thousand men had ate up || 
| the supplies which were furnished for fifteen 


hundred thousand, which would have taken 


| them about thirty-seven years if all had been 


bought and none sold. 

Now, if the Commissary General of Sub- 
sistence had reported to the House that by 
reducing the ration of the Army he could save 


| a large sum, say $200,000, and that he did not 





1] 


| year ending June, 1868, $18,345,360 ; 
| year ending June, 1869, $16,007,154. 


of old material. 
'June, 1869, $16,007,154, to appropriations 





$7 28 to be delivered at New York, and forty thou- || 


sand tons at $5 61 per ton at Philadelphia.” 


So that the coal for the Navy to be delivered 
at Philadelphia alone was $311,760. Estimate 


| require any appropriation for subsistence, 
| would the chairman of the Committee on Ap- 
| propriations 


turn round and say, ‘* What 
achievement in mathematics is that by which 


you propose to save $200,000 out of nothing? | 


Won’t you go to work, General, upon the na- 
tional debt and seeif you can’t abolish it within 
four years ?”’ 


The fact is, the figures will show precisely as | 


follows, as to the existing balances of unex- 
pended appropriation for the Navy: in the 
in the 
To this 
balance sums were constantly added by the sale 
Add the balance on hand 


for that year, $15,956,666, and the sum of 


| $31,963,820 was actually appropriated last 


year against $28,441,761, making a deduction 
asked for this year by the Secretary of the Navy 
of $3,522,059, if all is appropriated that Gen- 
eral Grant calls for, thus taking $16,000,000 
more out of the $49,000,000 that the chairman 
of the committee charges us with. 

Thus far we have dealt only with the appro- 
priations and estimates, which may or may not 
show extravagance. But the expenditure, as 
in the case of the War Department, is the test 
of economy; and when reduced to that test 
the Navy Department comes out triumphant. 
I give you a table of the expenditures of An- 


drew Johnson’s administration during the first | 
| nine months of the year 1868, as compared 
| with the first nine months of General Grant’s 


administration, and the saving is shown to be 


, in the Navy Department alone $3,521,822. 


what it would cost to distribute that ata foreign | 


station. But by going to the book of estimates 
for the year 1869 [| find that the coal for the 
seventy steam vessels, atfive hundred tons each, 
making thirty-five thousand tons, is estimated 
to cost to the Navy Department, with all ex- 
penses of transportation, storage, and labor 
thereon, $900,000, or $27 71 per ton. So that 
if the cost of coal to the Navy of the fifty-two 
thousand tons for 1867 averaged at the cost 
price of what it was estimated for in 1868—if 
the fifty-two thousand tons bought and dis- 


1868, Johnson. 1869. Grant. 
March.......... $2,772,172 63 March......... $1,634,232 28 
es 1,625,716 90 April........... 1,450,481 11 
BE asses ac.cce 1,752,054 50 May........... 1,011,283 65 
June . 2,725,609 72 June 2,019,954 78 
a aan 2,320,143 24 July............ 1,856,160 72 

| August......... 1,001,320 58 August........ 1,623,470 64 
| September... 2,268,885 08 September... 2,302,999 60 | 
' October....... 3,321,817 95 October....... 2,384,145 80 | 

November... 1,660,849 58 November.. 1,659,018 71 

Total ........$19,463,570 18 = Total...... $15,941,747 29 


NAVY DEPARTMENT, 


Table of expenditures in the first nine months of (en- 
eral (frant’s administration and the corresponding 
months for the year 1868 under Johnson. 
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I have been a little careful upon this Matter 

of the Navy because there has been an idea j; 

the country—whether right or wrong | vill 
‘| not now discuss—that the late administratio, 
|| of the Navy Department was characterized },, 

inefficiency and extravagance; and when th. 
_ chairman of the Committee on Appropriatioy. 
| arraigns the present administration of the Nav. 
_ Department in comparison with that of the 
| Secretary the country is at once aroused and 

shocked, because there, of all other places, t},. 
| Republican party expected that Grant’s adm, 
_ istration would be an improvement. | 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
| Let us now examine the charge of my ¢9 

league involved in the apparent excess of the 
estimates for the Treasury. The amount js 
apparently over the appropriation of last year 
$8,431,613. Butthere is omitted for 1870-7] fo, 
matters which were appropriated for 1869-70, 
no appropriation now being asked for those 
objects, $1,229,300, so that the actual excess 
| for 1870-71 is $7,202,313. Letus see whether 
for that balance there is any ground for the 
charge of recklessness of expenditure, which 
_ has been so ruthlessly brought against his former 
colleague,the Secretary of the Treasury, because 
| he is a part of the Administration “at the 
other end of the avenue’’ which is assailed. 
The first great item in that excess is for public 
|| works, being $7,347,126 estimated for against 
| an appropriation last year of $1,198,000, being 
a difference apparently of $6,139,126, so that 
if this excess in estimate can be explained 
it will swallow up almost the apparent excess 
and relieve the Treasury of the charge of 
extravagance. Now, as in the case of the esti- 
mates for public works in the engineer depart. 
ment, every member of this House knows that 
whenever a public building is proposed to be 
built by order of Congress estimates must be 
furnished from the supervising architect of the 
Treasury, whether that building is a mint, a 
custom-house, court-house, marine hospital, or 
a post office. 

The Treasury has nothing to do with recom- 
mending such buildings or ordering their cou- 
struction; that is, for Congress alone; and it is 
the duty by law of the Treasury to inform Con- 
gress how much is necessarily to be expended 
on each building in the fiscal year to press it 
toward completion, and there its duty stops. 
As to this $6,000,000, it must be remembered 
that Congress last year ordered the erection 
of two buildings—the post office and court: 
house in New York, and the post office and 
Treasury building in Boston—both, in my judg: 
| ment, necessary, and both economical expendi- 
tures of money, because of the saving that 
would be made in rent and interest if there 
were no other, and these buildings alone call 
for $2,250,000 for these estimates which Con- 
gress itself ordered the Secretary to make by 
law. Now my colleague complains of his ex- 
travagance. Will the House or the country 
sustain this charge? I think not, as it is the 
| act of Congressalone, and not of the Secretary. 

Another excess in estimate is for ‘‘ photog: 
raphers and clerks in the office of the super: 
vising architect,’’ whose salaries and expenses 
have always heretofore been charged to each 
public work and taken out of each separate 
appropriation upon which their services were 
required. But the Secretary of the Treasury, 
thinking it proper that Congress should know 
|| exactly the cost of sutnhing be office, directed 
that their salaries should appear in the appro- 
priation; they thus are only paid from the gen: 
eral Treasury instead of specific appropriations. 
|| The amount, $10,000, is the same to the Gov- 
ernment either way. One would think the Sec- 
retary should be commended and not assailed 
for this. 

Again, a new mint was built in Nevada by 
the order of Congress, and goes into operation 
the next fiscal year, and calis for $17,200 more 
Is the Administration blama- 


avy 
late 








than last year. 


| ble for this order of Congress? 
| Again, the territorial Legislatures were last 
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lered by law to meet biennially only, 
t appropriation was made in part for last 
in id $107,000 in addition is required for 

; expe nses for the next year. : 

bo Legislatures meet by order of law, and 
the same law the Secretary is obliged to 
“imate for their expenses over the amount 
‘which he has no control. What extrava- 

ce or C orruption is there in this? 

“Again, interest and matured debt was ‘appro- 
ate df for last year at $128,690,676, instead 
2129,177,815 for this year, ‘making a differ- 
of § $387,139. Certainly an estimate to 

mat tured debt and ms turing interest is 
+to be charged against the Secretary of the 
reasuryas extravagance. Mycolleague would 
ot have the debt and interest on it re pudiated, 

‘ald he? He has not joined the member 
fom — on that question. 

“Again, the Treasury is charged with head- 

ney on seamen, which it receives and pays 

but as it cannot be paid out of the Treas- 
ry without appropriation the Treasury must 

k for an amount of appropriation equal to 
tite — ets to rec eive. Now it is hoped by 

. Secretary of the Treasury that in 1870-71 

mmerce will re vive, and instead of getting 
180,000, which was asked for last year fron 

amen, he asks for $190,000, making a differ- 
of $10,000 more than in this year; of 
course not paying out any more than he re- 
ceives, because in that he is limited by law. 

Again, when goods are imported collectors 
receive as security deposits of sums more than 

ficient to pay the duties on the invoices. 
[hose sums are paid into the Treasury. When 
the invoices are settled and the accounts liqui- 

uted the excess is paid back. The more 
mportation the more excess; but it does not 
make a dollar’s difference in the Treasury. 
Now, the Secretary believes that next year he 

\| have $200,000 more of this money to re- 
ceive and pay back than last year; and this 

ikes another item of the excess. Is it extrav- 
ance to estimate for it when the Treasury 

nnot lose a dollar? 

Again, the Secretary is obliged by law to pay 
half of all the fines, penalties, and forfeit- 
3s which he receives to the informers. Now, 
he means to enforce the law more strictly 

vy next year than the last, he estimates that 
vill have more to pay. 
ppropriation of $300,000 out of which to 
ieee of $275,000 last year ; but he pays 

) more than he receives. Is this evidence of 
corruption ? 

Again, the law provides that the Internal 
tevenue Bureau shall return taxes erroneously 
eceived. Now, as the Secretary means to col- 

more revenue next year than last, it is 
supposed that there will be an excess of taxes 
erroneously received to pay back, and there- 
fore he asks for $400,000 next year instead 
of $390,000 appropriated this, or $10,000 in 
excess. Is it corruption to ask authority to 
pay back what you have wrongfully received ? 





A 





Therefore he asks for | 


{ altoge ther m 


Again, the opening of the southern coast to | 


trade since the war, and the building of new 
light-houses order ed by Congress, calls for an 
expenditure of $99,104 more than last year. 


Would the gentleman from Massachusetts cut | 
off the light-houses from the seamen and leave | 


the 


devastations of rebels? 
against the Secretary ? 
Again, the Coast Survey asks for $284,000 
more this year than last. 
necessary to finish up the Pacific coast, and 


Will he charge that 


the southern coast affected by the changes | 


which since the war have not been surveyed 
in many ports and harbors, and to extend the 
survey to Washington Territory. 
extravagance which the gentleman would cut 
off, and complain to the country as against his 
party that the Secretary of the Treasury was 
more corrupt than Andrew Johnson for put- 


ting the necessary expenditures in the esti- 
mates ? 


southern coast unlighted because of the 


That is rendered | 


Is this an | 
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Task him which of allt th ese exce pt the p yubli ic 
buildings, with which the Secret: ury hi is nothing r 
to do. will he refuse to appropriate for? These 
ake an amount of $7,259,415, or 
$57,1 10 more than the wholeexcessof r reasury 
estimates, not allowing that the l'reasury is 
chargeable with extravagal ice with the excess 
of 86,000,000 of public works of last year 
which Congress has ordered. 

I have thrown all this into tabular form, so 
that every.one can examine it item by item and 
see precisely how the matter stands, and I[ give 
the page of the book of estimates so that my 
colleague will have no difficulty in followin 
me: 

Treasury Department. 
Excess of estimates for 1870-71 over appropriations 
for 1869-70, as per book of estimates, p. 244, $8,431,613 
Appropriations for 1839-70 omitted from 
book of estimates for 1870-71, no appro 
priations being now asked for those ob- 
ject 





Being actual exce stimates for 1870-71 
over appropriations for 
Estimate for public buildings... 


Appropriations for 1869-70..... 


-ssof e 
1869-70......... 
$7,347,126 
1,198,000 
ON 2 sits tissapnntasliannattiiaa 
For assistant photographers and 
clerks in supervising archi 
tect’s heretofore em 
ployed and paid out of spe- 
cific appropriations for public 
works Ce cecerocrccececoescccsceeesecceesoece 
Mint at Carson City, Nevada, 
new mint, not in full opera 
tion till recently.......ccccoccccccees 
Territorial governments, esti- 
mates for 1869-70... $268,146 
Appropriations for 
1869-70 terri 
torial Legislaiures 
estimated for last 


office, 


*) MIM) 
wl 


17,200 


(no 


161,100 





Interest and matured debt esti- 
mated for 1870-71... 129,077,815 








Same for 1869-70....... 128,690,676 
37 19) 
Ilead-money on seamen, twen- 
ty cents per day, for 1870- 
ED iicceuntatiadsatidide vines 190,000 
Same for 1860-70 180,000 
a 10.000 
Payments to importers, excess 
of deposits on account of 
unascertained duties in 1870- 
Tinncnadbiaeentialaiaieds . 2,500,000 
Same in 1869-70......... 2,300,000 
200,000 
Payment of shares of fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures in 
OTP UG “Th isi cceesss 300,000 
Same in 1869-70......... 275,000 
— 25,000 
Repayment of duties errone- 
ously assessed under internal 
revenue for 1870-71. 400,000 
Be BN CO a citsinsiss tenses 390,000 
ED 10, yw) 
* Light-house establishment for 
GOP EN didacruticcsictines 1,546,111 
Same for 1869-70 1,447,007 
—_—— 99,104 
*Coast S’rv’y, 1870-71, 721,000 
BE TONS TO viciasai asec 487,000 
—- 234,000 


7,250,415 





$57,102 


I might stop here with a thorough vindica- 


tion of my former colleague and friend, the 
“Additional estimates, chiefly for Pacific coast and 


southern States. (See pages 262 and 263, and after 


Appendix L) 


GLOBE. 


Secretary of the Lreasury ; but I do not. I 
desire to call the attention of the House and 
the country to one or two other cases of ex- 


lravagant estimate rendered necessary by the 
administri ation of Andrew Johnson which he 
did not think it worth while to estims ate for 
and | trust upon this topic my coll 
be valiant tan instantin his defense. Johnso 
pardoned all the counterfeiters of the currency 
out of prison, insomuch that the Secretary of 
the re: isury thinks he ought to have $50,000 
more funds for theirdetection and punishment 
thus catching those Johnson let Dor 
my colleague think that an extravagance ? 
Again, being determined to enforce the law 


‘ague W 


loose 


and collect the revenue , and as one of the last 
acts of Andrew Johnson's administration wa 
pardoning whisky thieves, even to such 


extent that some of the pardons General Grant 
revoked, the Secretary of ‘Treas iry \ 
for $100,000 more to the detective fund of the 
Internal Revenue Bureau. 





the 


Does my colleague 


charge that as an extravagance? In behalf of 
which of Andrew Johnson's whisky thieve 
will the chairman of the committee report to 


) 


cut down that appropriation ? 
Again, the purchase of Alaska under Andr 

Johnson, for which my colleague voted and I did 
not, makes it ne cessary to kee p one or two rey 
enue vessels at very great expense carrying coal 
tothem in that far-off region, sothat the revenue 
service is largely increased. Who was to blame 
for that extravagance, Mr. Chairman of the 
Committee on A ppropriations—your vote or 
the Secretary of the Treasury? 

But before I leave this subject, after this 
thorough vindication of the Secretary of the 
Treasury against all charges brought agains 
his estimates, I propose to show that though 
by his administration these estimates are nomi 
nally increased, yet the items do not show ex 
penditures. Take, first, $3,817,000 of inter 
on Pacific railroad bonds, which will be andi i 
being paid by the railroad by transportatior 
and services, and the balance to be paid ws 
them in money; and thus nearly four million 
dollars is accounted for without a dollar of 
expense—part of the $331,000,000 which my 
colleague charges to the extravagance of Grant's 
Administration over the $303,000,000 for which 
Johnson estimated last year. 

Again, here is still another of my colleague’ 
charged extravagances. By the Ist of July next, 
at the present rate, the Government will own 
$140,000,000 of its own bonds, which in the 
coming year, if the accumulation is permitted 
to go on, will be brought up to $200,000,000, 
or nearly one tenth of the entire bonded debt 
of the United States. And the interest on these 
bonds during the year 1870-71 will amount to 
quite $10,000,000 , which is estimated for in the 
$331,000,000, and makes a part of the charge, 
$49,000,000, ofextravagance of General Grant's 
administration over that of Andrew Johnson. 

But I grant my colleague the mercy of my 
silence upon this part of his speec ‘+h. How could 
he without examining all these facts arraign 
his party, his Administration, and his friend 
before the country for extravagance, corrup- 
tion, and almost malversation in oflice? 

STATE 

My colleague has not seen fit to pay his 
respects particularly to the State Department. 
Perhaps the small difference of $32,000 was 
not worth his while, especially as $10,000 of " 
was for the publication of the laws rendere: 
necessary by the law itself, and the balance w 
for contingent fund, that. fund having Noe 
drawn down in the latter years of Andrew 
Johnson. 

But to this Department, like all 
us apply the true test of economy, expenditure 
and my colleague will find the difference in ex 
penditure by the table which isin my hand, 
the moneys disbursed in the last year of Andrew 
Johnson, in the fiscal I 


DEPARTMENT. 


+} “c 
otners, if 


that 


year 1868-69, to be 
$441,887, while that of the year 1569-70 wa 
$347,804 94, making a difference of $94,088 ; 








800 


so that if the Secretary of State under Presi- 
dent Grant has estimated for $32,000 more, he 
has spent $94,000 less than the Secretary of 
Andrew Johnson did. Did my colleague call 
on the Secretary of State for any explanation 
of this apparent balance? 
ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE. 

My colleague finds no dry spot on which to 
rest his foot after his weary flight save in the 
the Attorney General’s office, estimates for 


9 


which he declares are less by $3,660 than the 


appropriation of the previous year. Andthere | 


he pauses to give a fling at our associates at 


the other end of the Capitol by the inquiry | 
whether such economy is not a cause of the | 
unpopularity of the Attorney General there. I | 
wish that I could join him in his plaudits; || 


but alas, | find the judicial department, like 
all the rest, still in excess by its estimates 
$62,000, although the Attorney General’s 
office in its salaries and contingent is $3,000 
under, 
le, and desirous of agreeing in one thing, at 
least, with my colleague, finding the one bright 
pot in this profligate Administration of ours, 
I made an examination which brought me to 
the conclusion that that excess of estimates 
for the next year over Andrew Johnson’s At- 
torney General was to be accounted for by the 
fact that among the first acts of the present 
Attorney General, as we all know, was send- 
ing usa communication here desiring a law 
empowering him to employ assistants to him- 
self and the various district attorneys in the 
country, whose salaries, I should imagine, 
would amount to quite the sum of $62,000, to 
which I find the judicial department in ex- 
cess over the appropriation of last year. Alas, 
that Iam obliged to confess that there is no 
redeeming feature in the profligacy <f the Ad- 
ministration! Kven the Attorney General, 
the one bright solace of the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations, has fallen from 
his high estate, and he was found, as soon as 
he was in ollice, asking for additional assist- 
anuis to earry on his Department of the Gov- 
ernment, and we passed a law on the last days 
of our first session of this Congress in compli- 
ance with his request for that purpose. The 
only consolation L[ can give the learned Attor- 
ney General is that I, too, was equally to blame, 
for | voted for the additional official and legal 
assistance the Attorney General desired. 


INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 


It becomes our duty now to examine the 
estimates of the Interior Department, and 
we shall find there that we can account for 
$12,000,000 of this excess of estimate which 
is charged by my colleague. 

Table showing appropriations for 1870 in excess of 
estimates for 1871 inthe Department of the Interior. 


Total esti- Appropri- 
mates for ations for 








1870-71. 1869-70, 
Secretary’s oflice contingent ex- 

I ce ccodseiein cent Seen $46,800 $48,700 
PE Senta socnicancannicssacosoon 327,740 329,000 
RE Mics ocetheunsevdeasiacasersnsushe 77,380 178,200 
SIRES We Ricecscthansadbcscsieadecta ees 61,000 62,000 

BOGE, viivinstetens talc sical evils lel $612,920 $617,900 





It will be seen,therefore, that in every bureau 
of the Department of the Interior the estimated 
expense of what may be called running the 
Department has decreased from last year’s ap- 
propriations $4,980, and in all bureaus except 
the Patent and Pension Offices, and the matter 
of contingencies in the Secretary’s office, where 
$2,000 more only for distributing congressional 
documents, as directed by law, is asked. 

PATENT OFFICE, 

Until last year the Patent Office expended 
as much of its fees and emoluments received 
as it pleased without accountability, and it 
was not until this year that those fees and 


Anxious to ascertain how this could || 
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emoluments were ordered to be paid into the 
Treasury, and the office supported by appro- 
priation from the Treasury, the work to be 
done inside the office instead of being let out 
to parties in the city, which led to jobs. Of 
course in reorganizing the Patent Office it was 
impossible to fix at first by appropriation what 
was the exact sum with which it could be car- 


ried on, and that was rendered still more diffi- | 
cult by the continual increase in its business | 


from the growth of the inventive genius of our 


people. Hence this year the Commissioner has | 
made an entire and thorough reorganization | 


of that office, and he finds that $7,168 will 
be necessary for clerical and other labor in 
addition to what was appropriated for the first 
time in the last year. But by the very action 
of Congress, approved by every Republican, 
and by none more than General Grant, the 
Patent Office was made largely profitable to 


| the Government by paying in large amounts, 
exceeding a half million dollars, where noth- | 
And yet the |) 
| very effort to reorganize that office so as to | 


ing substantially was paid before. 


render it effective and save these amounts has 
been charged as a matter of extravagance 
against the Commissioner. 
PENSION OFFICE, 
In the Pension Office large frauds have been 
discovered within the past year, and with a 
determination to a vigorous detection and 


punishment of those frauds $10,000 additional | 
| for detective purposes have been asked for by 
Surely no one | 

will begrudge $10,000 expended to save pen- | 
sioners from the extortions of claim agents 
| and the Government from the claims of fraud- 
| ulent pensions. 


that bureau for the next year. 


LAND OFFICE, 


An excess of estimate in the Land Office | 


of $32,200 also deserves attention. This is 
for fhe survey of public lands. The open- 
ing of the Pacific railroad, the great tide of 
emigration, have increased the receipts of 
the Land Office the last year almost three mil- 
lion dollars, and rendered it desirable that the 
surveys of the public lands shall be pushed 
more rapidly than before, for the purpose of 
developing the resources of the country so that 
they may contribute to the payment of the public 
debt. ‘Therefore it isasked that more surveys 
may be made than before; but as that estimate 
is for an exact price per mile of survey it is a 
question for Congress to determine how many 
miles they will have run. That is certainly 
not an extravagance of the Administration. It 
is like the extravagance of a man whose farm 


has become valuable for building purposes | 


estimating an increased amount for the survey 
of his land into lots. 


INDIAN AFFAIBS. 
We come now to the Indian Bureau, where 


| there appears upon the book of estimates a 
| difference between the amount estimated this 


year and appropriated last of $2,145,554, 
whereas in fact the estimate for the Indian 


| department is $1,027,565 less than was appro- 


priated last year, and my colleague is led into 
the mistake in this way. The last Congress 
refused to carry out certain Indian treaties in 
the future, and the present Congress, under 
the lead of the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations, and in which I think he did 
the country valuable service, passed a bill ap- 
ptopriating $2,000,000 to Indian affairs, hid, 
together with other incidental appropriations 
not appearing in the regular appropriation 
bills, makes the amount appropriated for In- 
dian affairs $6,075,899, from which, subtract- 


| ing the estimate forthe present year, $5,028,334, 


makes a decrease of $1,027,565 in favor of the 
Administration ; and yet in his general arraign- 
ment of the Administration my colleague puts 
in this $2,000,000, which, added to the inci- 
dental appropriations, amounts to more than 
three million dollars, and which he himself 


| put into the hands of the President, as part of 
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the extravagances of the Administ 
compared with that of Andrew John 
ARMY AND NAVY PENSIONS. 
But the great and determining diffe 
between the calls of the Interior De; 
this year and that of the last is in the ma: 
of pensions, in its estimate for $30,000,00y, , 
including the naval pensioners, who were 
be paid out of a separate fund, against 9}. 
000,000 appropriated last year for a like pu: 
pose, making a difference of $11,000.00, . 
that single item. Now, I suppose I shal! », 
be called upon to go into any defense of +1 
propriety of this estimate of the Secretary ,. 


ration, a 
80n, 


Ten¢e 
Jarimen: 


| the Interior, because it has been almost exae.), 


indorsed by the whole of the Committee o, 
Appropriations reporting a bill for $30,000.,, 
for pensions, and passed by this House, Ayq 
the explanation of why $30,000,000 should hy. 


|| appropriated this year, against $19,000,000 Jae: 


is that there was more than ten million dolla, 
surplus standing to the account of that appro 
priation for last year’s estimates; and besid, 


| there has been an increase of pensioners to th: 


number of eighteen thousand three hundre: 
and twenty in the year ending June last, cay 


_ ing an increase of pensions of nearly fourm’). 


lion and a half dollars. 

So that, making the proper deductions whic 
must bemade for the Pension Office and India; 
Bureau, we shall have more than $11,000, 
in the Pension Office and $1,027,565 in th 
Indian Bureau, which swallows up more thay 


| $12,000,000 of the $13,000,000 of increase 0; 


apparent extra estimates called for by the 


\ 


Interior Department for the present year, 


| they appear on the book of estimates. 


But in the denunciations of my colleague o! 
the extravagance of the other end of the avenue 
he forget to mention the extravagant estimates 
for this end of the avenue, or did not pull the 
beam out of his own eye, because on $4,000,() 
of appropriation for the expenditure of las 

ear there is an excess of estimates for 1 
egislative part of the Government, i. ¢., |! 
two Houses of Congress, of $1,627,917 4: 
which amount the gentleman also charges, 
his comparison between the appropriations «: 
the estimates, in the $49,000,000 which | 
places to the extravagance of General Grant 
administration ; but that this, even as a legis 
lative expense, is and will not be an extrava 
gance is shown from the fact that the gentleman 


| himself on Monday reported a bill cutting down 
all that extravagance of estimates for tl: 


expenses of Congress. 

I believenow, Mr. Chairman, that I have gone 
over with considerable care and I am certain 
with entire accurary so far as the data appear 
upon the reports furnished to Congress will 
enable me to do, unless I have made som 
arithmetical mistake, the estimated expendi: 
ture of the second year of General Grant's 
administration compared with the appropria: 
tion for the first year. I have endeavored to 
reply, showing item by item, to the genera 


| charges made by my colleague, chairman of the 


Committee on Appropriations. His charge is 
that the difference of what the Department: 


' desire to carry on te Government over wha! 


they had last yearto carry iton is $49,000,000,0r 


| with his correction, which will never be remem- 


bered by the Democratic party, $42,000,000. 
Let us now in tabulated form put down what 
has been actually asked for by the several 
Departments, taking into account first the 
balances on hand, which were clearly taken 
into account in the estimates of the year be- 
fore last, and subtracting those matters whic! 
have not been called for by the Departments. 


or in other words, those matters of estima'¢ 


upon — works that they were by law re 
quired to make for the information of Cow 
gress and which they have not rendered, at 
we shall find the amount to stand substan 
tially thus—I give it in round numbers be- 
cause it is impossible to carry in the mint 
large figures down to minute details ; and I wii! 


st OF 
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OO, { ae Ser Seer ee en eae pri ve \ | yi h this knowledge he sent ad th 
f of last year, ve 21,000; or less than | ve th rt Ey 1 neorrect. and most unhappy st met 
Johnson’s estimates ‘for last year BENJAI r. BUTLER to e « to } 4 
1,000 0 \ W.! of ih ( 
is ‘ al, Ve . A ' : , nemies the rovernment 
17 4 will thus be seen that instead of our ISSA t 
’ \Uministration calling for more than it had Is it wonderful that the Democrati | 
n st year to ¢ wry on the G rovernment, it asked \y . : ” thr | se shi | He Willing to USCl | 
> M an A ! hou liling ¢ \ 
and on (r¢ 1e af riatior t ' } 
ionly recommends the appropriation of ‘ io Sea 6 sladal tiiceeaads one hundred and fifty thousand copies of 
ar ; W iC eteas d.( in P , r F * : : } } . 
ra a sum which instead of being $49,000,000 in || inquiry of the 22d instant, that [ have no kno ig speech as the best campaign document t 
excess of ne year’s estimates it is in fact of any visit having bees made to 0 ep 1e1 could find for theiruse? Why did not the « 
bone S10) Oo ; rutic . a 4 yy Hlon. Mr. Dawes for the |] pose OL urging a . 
tra > 4 21,000 in diminution of ms it ye appro waviston and f a aol athe aca t dace man of the Committee on Appropriations, if he 
| ' T ) > "YT i - 5 B a , = ; o 1 co t : 
iema | l ny and mor than thirty mil lionsle ss than Very respectfully, your obedient servant wis! 1 to convict the administration of Gen 
doy j wd hnson’ Ss estimates; showing that the WILLIAM W. BELKNAP. eral Grant<¢ textravagance, or give itthe ** fa l 
» 4 ’ essions mONnamMmY | 1 nen come A en ant y t Wa - . - 1? tues that ‘ | 
r th aay .. economy whic o Gen ral Gran Ht <_<. ; . ' ful wou ls of a friend,’ try that question by 
pu rth in his me ssage, and which every one House of Revre bat its expenditures, and not attempt to con 
BOO! of his Secretaries recomnmi¢ nds and enforces 10 : a ot extravagance on mere estimates made by 
rtai s report, are not, as the chairman of the || rene ara “eo , bureau officers of what the cost of possible 
ppea nmuittee on Appropriations States, lalse pro- " 1 ; i ’ expend res may be tf they are al directed to 
3 0 fessions not intend d to be carri¢ d out in fact. |} wuoting a newspaper paragraph makip the follow be made by law of Congress? Why take the 
son these explanations of the book of estimates || jing statement, namely: estimates of those bureau officers of the ex 
end which | have given, and for the accuracy of “Itis proper toaddthat Mr. Dawns didr letert penses of the Government to be $351,000,000 
eecial } a tee . - ine » make th exposure till he | i Visi t the ! ye ] ; 
rant’s ihe details of whicl ar Lite “@ ¥ ine to ma xposu Uh l ’ eo] , sofficial renort 
, ms vhicl 1 l am quite sure I can various Departmentsand urged arevision and reduc- when he had in the othe ] repo tof the Seers 
ypria yvouch—-and 10 18 Open to any gentieman to || tion of estimates, and it is understood that he even tary of the Treasury (page 22) the statement that 


dt famine them in connection with the records went to the President and talked with him abou the whole expenses would not exceed for the 


nera hese explanations, I respectfully submit, || ne heather || year $291,000,000? Why add, to the injury of 





of t uould have been given by my colle ague as the that ae “we oo eee 7 4 ai i Sum ry of he Administration of his choice, $40,000,000, 
ge | chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, the Navy is « mcernt 1, Tstate that Lhave no know! and take advantage of a clerical error to make 
nent so that the true position of the Government | edge tons Mr. Dawes ee ’ N ae D e ms he statement still more striking and still more 
wha Uy on its expenditures might have been fully that hekes certainty neverspoken to meat any tin damaging? I repeat, why did not he try the 
UU, ( understood by the country. He stands in rela- || in regard to the estimates of the Department in any Administration by its expendi ures? ‘lhey, 
nem tion ‘ the Government as chancellor of the "Torna. ated with me on the subject, || afer all, are the onl ly test of economy of gov- 


001 exchequer presenting his ‘‘budget’’ on the || GEORGE M. ROBESON. ernment 
_ or of Parliament. Whoever heard ofa chan- || Hon. B. F. Burner I ap » nd herewith a table showing the ex 





vera! cellor of the exche quer not explaining a single House of resentatives pendi for the last year of Andrew John 
p item of the budget he presents except to say | F son’s government, ending ied 80, 1868, and 
— that the estimates are extravagaut and cor- |} Post Orric® DEPARTMENT, of the year ending June 30, 1869, eight month 
r be rupt? i W asi x, D.( January 24, 1810 of which only were Andrew Johnson's, and 
| |} My DearS I am just in receipt our note of 


hi ” should not have played the part of Ham |} oo, ¥ vee ooh se ee Saad ‘ty || also the expenditures from July 1, 1868, to 


nl 1 leaving y uncovered the n: ies he sup- cut, as youinform me, from a respectable paper it March 1, 1869, being the last eight mo 
nati posed hes saw, and left to methe role of Japhet || your district, and inquiring ethe, the statement || Andrew Johnson, from which it w 
and Shem, save there is no nakedness to cover. || S2°FC!" ! " . 4 that in the last year of Andrew J: on he 


coneerned.,. 


O1 He should have remembered that he was a [he paragraph is as follows: “It is proper to add || spent $3870,000,000 ; that in t eign 





al part—ay, and from his high position an er that Mr. Dawes did not determine to w ui months of his government 32 WU,O00 were 

La portant part—of this Administration, and if i pe mts panhe we! a , - ‘ re she 4 ee spent; while in the yearend g J 30, 1869 , 
Dt nything it had seemed to be wrong, it was his it is unders ad t the even wen the President eight months ¢ y or Wh h wet AD ar 

oin duty to his Administration and his party to have and f i with Dim about tne matt Johnson’ s, $321,000, 000 we I t. both the 

win! Sought most care fully for the explanations. I || ;, ear | incor ; so far as | ae ! ~ ~s nA Mr. last, however, included Alaska, for which no 


ém informed he has not done so exceptin one |! Dawes bas never, to my knowle ige, visited the Post '' one but this House was to blame. So that, 
4lst Cone, 2p Sxss.—No. 51. 
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Alaska in the last 
months of 


three months of Grant, there 


deducting $7,000,000 for 

: 
Jolinson and 
were £51 4,000,000 


year, including the 
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pent, and in the last eight months of Johnson |, paid into the sinking fund—of $159,725 , 
there were $22,000, AK) spent. Theexact figures | or an actual saving under Grant, found hy « 






in the table: tracting that amount trom the 
under Johnson of $35,541,776 annually 


) 
I have also taken into account in this ealo, 


are given ove OOO 





Lxp nditure pos Lhe la t yea) of An lrew Johnson and the jivst four months of General Grant 4 = . ; Icy 
compared. tion $13,500,000 of pensions which became a 
F on the 4th of March, L869 }, of which 85,700 
= ; were paid before and $7,800,000 paid gy 
For year ending quent Lo that date, inal eq uelizi ig the } 
For the yearend auea?s. at ae gy Soe i isen ments of pensions during the periods: go + 
ius ot ke Andrew  John- last eig rhtmonths that soeee will make no diff wee, SO tha 
drew Sohnson. son and | four of Andrew John- bringing it to the exact test of actual fioy, 
a Ay Gren aden vith all P ee ver deductions, without the interes 
—- on publ lebt, the actual monthly e Kpe 
tures of hos 3on’s administration du 
Civil and miscetle 1,71 5 186,349 W112,156 eight months was $16,256,412, and under 
FOreR intercont Serban rack T nti present Administration $13,811,264, showing 
Wap Departenent 4g 3" 50] 900) 1673 860 | monthly gai 1 in favor of the present _ dit 
vavy Department J, 20,000,757 13,884,545 tration of $2,945,148, or nearly eighteen | 
i 140,4 — |. a ‘ ee 501 a: ‘___{{ cent., saving thereby the enormous + ee 
a 70,339,130 71 190,594 235, 953,22 385,841,776 annually. 
le a ex 7 Now these figures were as open to the cha 
luct Alaska 009 |) man of the Committee on Ap /propriations 
18, 753, 203 to myself, and 1 challenge him to dispute o, 
of them. I again reiterate the comp aint =} 
K pen: from Main » July | fis ‘aden mine, but that of the Republican party of the 
cs es a et ae no es Naa a Pee country—why did he not compare, if he was 4 
March 1 to July 1, DSo0 712,113 friend of the Administration, the expendit res 
. Ditiiiiei teithe saath tein eee 13 900.504 of that Administration with the expenditures 
Dedect astpeuces Spon bess of Ganesies Wom || of the administration of Andrew Jolngso 
March | io July 1. 712,113 || Why compare the estimates only of Andrew 
"58 78481 | Johnson with the estimates of possible appro- 
Fixpensos from July 1, 1868, to March 1, 1269. $298, ae || priations of Congress, when he had betore 
nee mm March Ito July |, 1869, at the same rate , \| him the authoritative report of the Secretary 
sald have been, NA 6Oll | of the Treasury, showing him wrong by m 
Total for the yeas 343,120,524 than forty millions? 


Actual expenses were. 


Saving in four months 
Saving intwelve months 


Inotherwords, MeCulloe 
the rate of. 
outwell’s at the 


h’s expenditures were at 


rate ol 


te a - - = 


Ineluding 37, 


Now, deducting from the wholeamount spent 
in the year ending June 80, 1869, the amount 
spentin the eight menieee Johnson's admin- 

‘tration, it will leave expended by General 
Grant's admini sont, from March 1 to July 
1, 1869, four months, $85,000,000, Estimating 
the expenses of the rest of the year at the 
ime ratio of expenses as Grant's four months, 
would make the expenses for the first year of 
General Grant’s administration $255,000,000 
70,000,000 of the last year of An- 
drew Johuson. Taking the actual expenditures 
forthe year ending June 80,1869, $314,000,000, 
and deducting therefrom the expenses upon 
s ofthe actual expenditures of Gen- 
eral Grant's administration from March 1 to 
July 1, there would have been a saving of 
$55,000,000, Add to the actual expenses of 
the eight months of Johnson’s administration 
expenses at the same rate as he was making if 
he had gone on through the year and it would 
have amounted to $843,000,000, Pake the | 


against $3 


the basi 


20,000 for the purchage of Alaska. 


actual saving, deducting what the actual ex- || 


penses were of Grant's administration, and it 
sa saving for four months of $29,000,000, 
Suppose the same rate of saving could be 
made for twelve months, three times that 
amount, or $87,000,000, would have been saved 
it General Grant's administration had gov- 
erned the expenditures for nine months in- 
stead of for three only, for the year ending last 
daly. Or, in other words, Mr. MeCulloch’s 
expenditures were at the rate of $848,000,000 
a year, Mr. Boutwell’s expenditures at the 
rate of 5255,000,000 a year, or a saving of 
57,400,000, So that if Andrew Johnson had 
managed the affairs of the nation at the same 
rate of expenditure from June, 1869, to June, 
1870, that he made during the last nine months 
of his Administration he would have expended | 
$348,000,000, while $283,000,000 only were ap: | 


show 


255,712,113 


$87,417,721 


$195,076, 944, 


But what I do most sincerely further ¢ 
plain of, and what the Republican party hay 
7H) || a right to complain of in my colleague, is th; 
est || standing in the place he does, by not inve 
gating the facts, by not calling at the source 
to get the explanations which I have given, 


43,120,434 
has given the false impression to the count 

that the pledges of economy with which this 
Administration came in are not carried out 

fact and are not to be carried out by them, 
and has thus given a vantage to his enemies, 
their enemies, and the enemies of the country 
by which to wrest the power from those who 


propriated, leaving a deficiency of 860,000,000 
over the appropriation; and at the rate at 
which Mr. Boutwell carried on the affairs of || have carried the country through the war and 
the Treasury, expending $256,000,000 only, || place it in the hands of those ‘whe sought or 
would have made a saving below the appropri- || would permit its destruction by the war. 
ation of nes arly twe nty e ight million dollars. **What private griefs he had, alas! I know not, 
Now, these figures upon the face of them || That made him do it; for he is an honorable man, 
would show a result which might be claimed || We all had and have the highest confidence 
in favor of our Administration with a great || in his integrity: we had—must I speak of it in 
deal more justice than any claim made by the || the past?—in his accuracy and his judgment 
learned chairman upon the estimate book 1 have been e ndeavoring i in my own mind 
against us, and without thorough investiga- || account for my colleague’s action in this behalt, 
and have come to the conclusion that this is 


tion would have a tendency to deceive and do 

injustice to the honesty and economy of even |) the explanation that he is by the constitution 

Andrew Johnson's administration, which God |} of his mind conservative, and radical only 
, Which isa latent one,is || because of his loes ation. He dislikes to take 


forbid! And the wrong 
in this: that because of the different parts of | any step forward. Recommending an appro- 
priation for these many millions which the 


the year in which the interest on the public 

debt becomes due avery large error is made |, necessities of a great nation and a great peo 
in the above table against Andrew Johnson's || ple require to be expended seems to him 4 
administration, and it should be corrected || step in advance from which he shrinks. Like 
the elephant passing over a bridge, he starts 


thus: take the total expenditure from July 1, 
back and refuses to trust the planks. But 


1868, to March 1, 1869, $228,753,223 ; deduct 
unlike the elephant, after he tries the flooring 


interest actually paid in that time, $98, 701,927, 
and you have the net expenses for eight || and ascertains its strength he does not pass 
over in safety. ‘Che same conservative tend: 


months, $130,051,296, Add expenses of An- 
drew Johnson's administration at the same |; ency has bound down my colleague throug! 
out his career, or there would have been no 


rate, and you have the annual expenditure, 
position to which’ he might not have been 


called. I have watched him with interest day 
by day during the crises and struggles ot 
the last ten years, and have always seen him 
held by conservatism as by bands of new 
withes. When the thirteenth amendment was 
pending before this House to emancipate four 
million bondsmen his conservatism held him 
from raising his voice in its advocacy, although 
it passed Congress by a single vote and needed 





On the other hand, take the expenditures 
of Grant's administration from March 1 to 
July 1, $85,237,371; deduct interest actually 
paid Basle that time, $31,992,815, and you | 
have the net expenses for four months, 

$53,245,056, Addat the same rate the expend- 
itures of the remaining eight months under 
Grant and you have $106,490,112, or an an- 
nual expense under Grant's administration, 
not reckoning the interest on the public debt, || his great power in itsaid. When the fourteenth 
which is a permanent amount—that which is due || amendment, which secured to freedom and 
on the bonds owned by the Government being |! loyalty the results of the war, was before Con: 
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; his voice was silent; no word to 
f these great measures of freedom 
31 pa “<i O18 L1ps. 


eiVvi rights bill, thatgreat paliadiu } 
rescue an oppressed race from a 
hich had not even the alleviation ( 
the master in his slave, was pend 
1e House it received not his power- 
ey. When the fifteenth amendmen 
ial political power to all men, 





Il 3 €Y : 
e oft race and color, With apt ) 
tion to enforce those rights, needed 


man to the rescue, once ¢ ln my 


’ : 
; were before ¢ ongress, which 


0 1 tes ot pa L@ally no 

i } iv 18 ) h lite. y 
ns of the southern Sta a 

ra upon those topies he did make 
n { 7] i ize of the Missi Lt 
days of the last se ym: and 


: then furnished the eloquent ge 
Indiana [Mr. Voornres] the be 
iments in debate which were had 
Georgia bill at this session, as he 

ye turnished the best campa 
to the Democracy. 
e, bhisname wasalways heard ** ay 

but then it was Massachuset tl 

not my colleague, But his voice 

i? tentially, resounding all o 

. but itis against the Republican Admini 

for it; and that Republican 


uu LY 





n. too. gave hl nthe ve ry posiuon 
enabit d that voice to be sot rrible 
ciation and unwitting mis) é 

“ Wlii I iCill i ’ 
tu mmittees of this H e | 
a might ave | en sup} i i 
the former Committee « 
( of his form colleag oh 
ected as chairmsé ot the Uon 
or propriations of the present case, 


ug natural that he should be because 
s position, the friends of the then in- 
ng Administration very forcibly pressed 
present chairman upon the Speaker’s notice 
that position, alleging that he wa a sound 
timt he was a safe man, a steady-going 
a friend of the Administration; while 

-r individual whom I havein my mind 
ght be supposed not always to pull quietly 

} ’ ? 

1e party traces; and the Speaker yielding— 


| ] : } ’ 2% . oe 
l say almost against his better jud 





re were no other incentive to a dill 
-made my colleague the chairman o! 
Committee on Appropriations; the wh 
f ; er 7 * ' 1 
Oi tne Administration, who wa tO I i 


in the thills when the wagon } ssed 
down hill and stretch to it wher 
s necessary to start it out of the rut. But 
behold, be balks at the first rising ground 
runs backward and tips the whole load 
ie gutter. ‘he other man could not hay 
: worse, perhaps not better. 


it! reviewing the speech ot mv ¢ 1leng 
hi have felt it my duty to do because of 
ne familiarity with the subject of appropria- 
nsand estimates, he will see that | haven 
tdown aughtin malice.’’ The only feeling 
hich has been elicited isoneofsorrowing revret 
that he has not sat down with me or some o1 
re worthy and made the same examination 


t l have done before he made his speech, and 


ed the country from a shock which it has ex- 
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Li W ex I t j i 
1 ¢ ! i &é et 
ine ( 1 Lik LA ‘ t I i ¥ ( y Opp 
gentleman from } LSé .'S it my} finish up ( 
I ed Y, W l ( l n ei i ue e the } mm whe 
chairman of the ¢ 1 n Apt iations |; | w i ive the opportunity, if 1 mig! 
V | when tl ( im { risé < thie H 1 a, to mntribute my littie to that « l 
to exte | é ne tor general debat up l i may ho be in ‘ h alwa it ma 
bi in Ul ir heal ho oO ( t I | ive el | in connning My ape 1¢ 
M B ER. of Massachu xclusively to the matters which t H 
ned, icon led rema elt sted > m and hav ! ( 
vi BENJAMIN [ 1 com perhaps, ag Ll on ¢ ( bod 
li i NOV lel Lie 
Mr. DAW] | { i \ P vy tl nl 1 Lis 





5 VIA I i » § i Nn | in l rine co try a I 
i nay i 1 pea 
iJ \ \ i | ( | l ( j rT it W l ‘ mu 
) . n \ ni i patriotisr 1 with t blood o 
OT i f ts f \ ot the eounts Low 
LO il ri j ) ( il f me ( »W that th SA 
l » ¢ m f i | I i 1 ot l 1, 
Ca i | had forn »w i I do no iow but I ar rate ) h ig 
my ¢ Y has rer t of t in ¢ nga ) rto | v 
I 9 na ) i ; y [1 1 hey il L pee butt t yO 
| } i ¢ eave is V i t ab ) past, at lea 1S S¢ l In re 
confine myself exclusively ho e po ot foul I eal I I m no co 
l am not to be dive t from th 1 | f y il 1 lany ¢ eis Wh | do { 
remark th nave ftaiien from the oI my | made mar I nit ) that tim nd 
colleague. [his is not ay al mutter, and I hav not! yf boast of in what | have done 
I 
I do not propose in discussing » take notice ipon this floor, | hope I have as lit to repent 
of anything personal that has fallen from any yf in my action here as | sh | have had had 
p n conné i with B ] d | i] | ligh ind « exam} 





enced, and saved the Administration of h my colleague that t! may be true that | to the judgment of my con i 
ce from misrepresentation upon the public ave li to bi of he years I have served || ¥ her I} been fi iful or n 
xpenditures, with which he has filled thepub- |) here, 1 is er for me to sa Ido not } e, h , in 
mind, about which the people are now so |, also that I have less to f. The peoy e hour, which is to call t 
tive, yf Massachuset know m vue i ( n to the propose 1 exp 
[ have heard it said that it was better that f very well They do not need « r my || ( ment, to be diverted 
’ colleague should have expose d the wrongs colleague to te ll them what l am nor me to tell iuty Dy any petty debat } 
the Republican party and its administration || them what my colleag They do desire to on the miserable and 7 
rather than left them to be found out and ex- | know whether I told t truth the other day, || of my own political « tu ( 
nidited by our enemies; that his course shows | and therefore I propose to answer that question || myself about my record. It is made 
hat wedo not hesitate to expose our party | as of more importa than the other. posterity shall care to look at it, it may be t! 
laults when they are known. That is all very A newspaper in this city, whose praises and || they will vind If they do not it d 


rue. But were they wrongs which he has 





censure are alike made to order and for pay, |! not matter now. 








r, Chairman, | move that the 


ihe committ acco! gly rose and the 

| ' ae chair, Mr. Cessna 
I tthe Committee of the Whole on 
the stute of the Union, pursuant to order of 
the Hou had had deration the 


Union generally, and particularly - 


unde r consi 


pe c ial 


THE CONGRESSION 


or ler, being lious e bill No. “74, 1 idee up: 
pi yriation for the legis] live, caaeeiinn > and | 


rudicial e (iovernment for the 


X pense of th 


year ending June 20, 1871, and had come to 
no resolution thereon. 
ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION, 

Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on [in- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined 
and found truly enrolled a joint resolution of 
the following title; when the Speaker signed 
the sam 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 74) to extend | 
the port of entry of the collection district of 
New Orleans. 

Mr. BENJAMIN and Mr. HOLMAN moved | 


that the House adjourn. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
(at four o'clock and fifteen minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ET 

Phe following petitions, X&c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. ADAMS: A petition of sundry citi- 


zens of Owsley county, Kentucky 
; 


tion of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. ARCHER: Petitions of 27 citizens 
of Baltimore city; also, of 106 citizens of 
Laltimore county; also, of 124 citizens of 


Havre de Grace, Maryl: and, praying the aboli- 
tion of the franking | srivilege. 


ty Mr. ASPER: The petition of John Robb, 
postm ios and 35 others, citizens of Rural 
Dale, Grandy county, Missouri, praying that 
the franking privilege be abolished. 


By Mr. B 1GGS: The memorial of James P. 
Hoffecker and 250 others, citizens of Kent 
county, Delaware, praying for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 


By Mr. ae M: The several petitions 
of George A, Haverfield, postmaster at Cadiz, 
Ohio, with 200 othe ra, citizens of Cadiz; and 


~_ postmasters at Berne, Be Imont, Washing- 
iville, Bridgeport, New Cumberland, Shanes- 


vi ile , Winfield, Sharon, and Loydsville, in the | 
gixt teenth ane ssional district of Ohio, with || 


700 citi: 18, pri aying for the abolition of the 


franking pork van 

By Mr. BOYD: The petition of J. W. Good- 
ing, 
irregular army of the State of Missouri for the 
suppression of the rebellion, 
pe nsion. 

Also, the petition of Jordan Halbert, of Jas- 
per county, Missouri, asking for a pension. 

Also, the petition of J, W. Cormack, of Dade 
county, Miss souri, asking for back pay. 

By Mr. BUFFIN TON: The memorial of 
Ste aa Ellis and 71 others, citizens of Ware- 
hs a Massachusetts, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privile ge. 

By Mr. CALAIN: A petition of ship-own- 
en of New York city, in reference to the pilot 

awa. 

By Mr. CESSNA: Nine petitions of citi- 
zens of the sixteenth district of Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to pass a law abolishing the 
franking privilege, 

Also, the petition of Margaret Marshall, 
widow of Henry L. Marshall, praying for a 
pension. 

By Mr. CHURCHILL: The petitions of K. 
I’, Salmon and 260 others, citizens of Fulton, 
Oswego county, New York, and of J. D. Wash- 
burn and 148 others, citizens of Brookfield, 
Madison county, New York, for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr, CLARKE; The petition of Samuel 


, for the aboli- | 


| 








of Barry county, Missouri, a soldier of the | 


praying for a | 





| the 


Kline and others, of Atchison, Kansas, for the 
abi ition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Samuel H. 
others, of Otter Creek, Kansas, 
tion of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of R. G. Ward, for special 
relief for services rendered in the late war for 
the Union. 

Also, the petition ot im 
of Pleasanton, Kansas, 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. CREBS: The petition of 2 M. 
Dougherty and 150 others, citizens of Jones 
| borough, Union county, Illinois, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

$y Mr. CULLOM: A large numberof peti 
tions of citizens of the different counties in 
the eighth district of Illinois, praying the re- 
peal of the franking law, and that all matter 
carried in the mail shall be postage-paid by 
parties mailing it. 


By Mr. DAVIS: 


Early and 
for the aboli- 


W heaton and others, 
for the abolition of 


hree petitions for the abo- 


lition of the franking privilege, from citizens of | 


Churchville, Harbor, and Knekville, 


New York. 
By Mr. 


Kagle 
ae ’ 


DOX: The petition of H. Me- 
Adams, deputy postmaster at ~ she s store, 
Madison county, Alabama, praying for 
abolition of the (ranking privilege. 

By Mr. DUVAL: A petition of the citizens 
of Brooke county, West Virginia, praying for 
the abolition of the fr: anking | privilege. 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Wetzell 
county, West Virginia, praying for the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Edward Penix, asking 

| for a pension, 

Also, eighteen petitions from citizens of the 
city of W hee ‘ling, West Virginia, asking for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. GETZ: A petition of thirty citizens 
of Shartlesville, Berks county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for the abolition of the franking priv- 
11eve 
__ By Mr. GREENE: The petition of W. H. 

Parleman and others, of Liberty Falls, Sulli- 


ing privilege. 

By Mr. GRISWOLD: The petition of Oscar 
Everson, George P. Deane, and many others, 
ship-builders and ship-carpenters, fora reduc 


tion of taxes on ship-building materials. 
‘| Also, the petition of H. C. Lawrence, Henry 


Miller, and others, of Halutt, Greene county, 
New York, to abolish the franking privilege. 
By Mr. HAMILL: The petition of 8S. L. 
Roderick and 40 others, citizens of Maryland, 
| praying the abolition of the franking privilege. 
By Mr. HOAR: The petitions of Lewis /L- 
well and others, of West Warren, Massachu- 
setts; and of A. k. Day and others. Webster, 
Massachusetts, for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 
By Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts 
petition of John A. McPhail and 15 others, 
citizens of the United States, praying Con- 
gress to reduce the tariff duties on ship-build- 
ing materials. 


By Mr. HOOPER, of Utah: Three petitions 


of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition for the establishment of a 
post route. 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of the 
ey of Utah, asking for an appropriation 
0 pay the Legislature. 

By Mr. JUDD: The petition of B. W. 
Raymond and others, asking abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of Ff. H. Winston, pres- 
ident of the Southwestern Railroad Company, 
asking reduction of the duty on railroad iron. 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of George 
W. Cooke and others, of Waterbury, Connec- 
ce for the abolition of the franking privi- 

ege. 

ie, the petition of Charles Parker and 
others, of Meriden, Connecticut, for the abo- 
' lition of the franking privilege. 


the | 


van county, New York, to abolish the frank- | 


: The | 








from citizens of Utah, praying for the abolition || 


NAL GLOBE. 


' county for the s 


PADUA 


By Mr. KERR: The memorial of 1 
Miller, Louis Riedeman, and 30 others” 
zens of Jackson co: inty, Indiana, pr 
the abolition of the fr: inkin g privilege 

Also, the memorial of Peter Platter, p 
min I’, Price, and 100 others, sities ans va Q 
mour, Jackson county, Indiana, pr: ayir 
the abolition of the frs inking privilege. 

By Mr. KNAPP: A petition of citize, 
Exeter, Otsego county, New York, f, 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Middleg 
Otsego county, New York, for the 
pose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Sidney Pla 
Delaware county, New York, for the 
purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Kort; 
Delaware county, New York, for the 
purpose. 

By Mr. LAFLIN: ‘The peti ion of A, HH 
Lee and others, of Turin, Lewis county, } 
York,in favor of the abolition of the fra; 
privilege. 

Also, the petition of Amos V. Smiley , 
others, of Lewis county, New York, pr; 
that a pension may be granted to the gur 
soldiers of the war of 1812. 

Also, a petition of citizens of St. Lawy 
ame purpose, 

By Mr. LOGAN: The petition of S. 8. H 
R. Preston, and 68 others, for the recogni 


r 


sami 


} 


Au 


\ 


of the independence of the republic of € 
By Mr. LYNCH: petition of Da 
Stowell and others, citizens of Maine, a 


for the abolition of the franking privilege, 

Also, the petition of Joseph Curtis and ot! 
citizens of Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Frederick Thi 
others, citizens of Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of William Pain 
master of Standish, Maine, and other citiz 
for the same. 

sv Mr. MAYHAM: The petition of B. | 
Ogden and 60 others, citizens of Albany, for 
new Government building in that city. 

By Mr. McCRARY: The petition of! 
Jary, postmaster, and others, of Germany 
Iowa, praying the abolition of the franki: 


privilege. ‘ 


Also, 
postmaster, a 
the same. 

jy Mr. McGREW: A petition of 84¢ 
of Litthe Georgetown, West Vir rginia, : a aki 
for the abolition of the franking privileg 

By Mr. MERCUR: A petition of 63 ci 
of Camptown, Bradford county, Pennsylvan 
asking for the abolition of the franking p: 
ilege. 

Also, a petition of 86 citizens, of | 
ville, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, ask 
for the abolition of tle franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 57 citizens of Nichol 
Wyoming county, Pennsylvania, asking 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 46 citizens of Sheshe 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, asking for th 


the petition of C. W. Steph 


nd oth of Troy, Iowa. p 
- s 


ers 


> ay 
sUitad 


| abolition of the franking pri ivilege. 


Also, a petition of 78 citizens of Mai 
Columbia county, Pennsylvania, praying y fol 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 110 citizens of Meh 
any, Wyoming county, Pennsylvania, pray 


| for the abolition of the franking privilege 


Also, the petition of Charles Martin, 0! 
Hampden Spring College, Virginia, praying (0 
be relieved from the civil ‘and political disabil: 


‘ities under the fourteenth amendment to th 
| Constitution of the United States. 


Also, a petition of 88 citizens of Sylvania, 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, praying 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 86 citizens of Herrick 
ville, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, pray ng 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 120 citizens of Athens, 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, raying {or 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 
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»T . ‘Ty 
YORE, of Ohio: Lhe petition of 
, \f 
\ > others, citizens Of Marsh- 
; : 3 
nty, OUluno, tor the abdolh n 
rpriviliere 
. 
1of iy Pade land dot t 


' A o> _ wv ls ~ +} 
i intS, Ci 3; county, Unblo forthe 


’ ad ea | 


the fran r privilege. 
OK \N: “Epeiilien of merous 
HY ison township, Muskingum 
Ohio, asking for the abolition of the 
ADAMS. 
ition of l rd R. ¢ liadhivers 
rg, Vil ia, asking for removal 
4 i 
ORRELL, of Pennsylvani \ 
( citizens of Kast Freedom, Blair 
j in aA, f leit {i th i l 1 
iY it pri ile ye. 
rk UIA A meno! al « mary 
| na praying thi sLublishinent 
e trom P ceton » rane ) 
1 ( Winslow, in that State 
} Ol i 1 CivlzZ Is Ol [ivan 
i wna ri¢ | } y John W Ios ‘I J 
\, L. Robinson, James H. Cuiler, 
s, and a large number of others, 
Lol it fi LLKIDY pPriy 
POLAND i} » petit nofwd. P 
d others, citizens of Canaan, Ver 
for ibolition of the franking privil 
POTTER: Petitions from citizens 
Valhalla, Westchester county, New York, 


1 citizens of Ormond, New York, 
i ' the franking privileg 
Mr. READING: A petition of % ) cit- 
f Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Penn 
isking thatthe surviving soldiersand 
rs of the war of 1812 be placed upon the 
i-roll of the Unite 
= petition of 48 citizens of Bucks 
ty, Pennsylvania, for 
y ae 


the abolition of the 


By Mr. REEVES: The petition of Henry 
Mulford, Charles M. Smith, Sumner W. 
= Ai others, ship-builders or ship car 
rs, citizens of Greenport, in Suffolk 
ty, New York, against the rept eal of the 
tregistry law and fora reduction of the 
on shipbuilding materials. 
, the petition of Nehemiah Hand & 
n, Henry Wells, Benjamin Brewster, and 
s, ship-builders, ship-wrights, or ship- 
mners, citizens of Stony Brook, Suffolk 
county, New York, against the repeal of the 
nt registry law and for a reduction of 
e taxes on shipbuilding material. 
By Mr. SARGENT: A petition of citizens 


’ 


eo OLA} } Lue . 1: 
if Cloverdale, California, for the abolit 


+ 


ion of 
franking privilege. 

iy Mr. SCHENCK: The petitic nof C. K. 
Garrison, Rufus Ingalls, and Alffed Reed, of 
New York, with accompanying bill, asking 


' 


\ gress to authorize the lea sing by the Gov- 
rnment of five steamers to the United States 
Steamship Company, and also asking a 
act to carry the United States mails. 
Also, the petition of Rk. C. Hill and 104 
rs, citizens of Ohio, praying Congress to 
sh the franking privil ge, 
‘Als the petition of (seorg 2 Kates wnd { 4 
others, citizens of Ohio, annvihe Congress to 
lish the franking —— re 
By Mr. SMYTH, of Iowa: “The petition of 
James L. Enos and aio citizens of Cedar 
hapids, Linn county, Iowa, asking the aboli- 
T 


n of the franking privile ge. 
Also, the petition of Oliver Maynard and 26 
ers, citizensof Buena Vista, Clinton county, 


va, asking the nking 


75 


abolition of the fra 
Also, the petition of William Lay ock, J. 
ramble, and 108 others, citizens of Le Claire, 
tt county, lowa, asking the abolition of the 
rauking privilege. 

By Mr. STARKWEATHER: Petitions of 
citizens of Noank, and also of Wilsonville, 


} , ] .a g 4] . 3 
Vor for the abolition of the franking 


\ 
\( 


necticut 


pl ly lege 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


By Mr. STEVENS: The petition of Charles 
W. Hardy and 44 othe , of CVoneord, New 
Hampshire, for the abolition of the franking 
pri a4 

Also, the petition of Nathaniel Breed and 
10 others, of Mount Vernon, New Hampsh re, 
lor the im obj cl 

By Mr. STILES: A petition of citizens of 
Souder’s Stat Montgomery county, pray- 


ing that the franking privilege be entirely abol- 


~ 


sy Mr. STRADER: The petition of Daniel 


Lawrence and 79 citizens of Reading, Ham 
ton county, ony praying for the abolition of 
the franking pri re, 

By Mr. SI! RIL ‘KLAND: The petition of J. 
C. McDonald and 20 others, as] king fora change 
of om : vit of entry in the Superior district from 
Ma 1ette to the S; ult Ste. "Marie. 


By Mr. STRONG: The memorial of the 
Hartford and New Haven Railroad C ompany, 
praying tor a reduction of the duty on imported 
iron and steel ri ; 
€ peulions ol William J. Wood a 
others, of Canton, Connecticut; of Seth Vi 
ton and others, of South Wind or, Connecti- 
cut, and F. M. Gow ly and others, of Kast 
W a. or, Connect ic ut, al | pre ayin y for the a boli 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. TAFFE: A petition of citizens of 


Fort Kearny, eee ng Congress to 


or i } 1 ° © 
abolish the fran! ing privilege. 
. 6.8 — 
Also, a petit yn of citizens uf Sarpy ce Inty, 


Nebraska, for the 
Also, a petition of citizens of 
Nebraska, for the same purpose. 
By Mr. TOWNSEND: The petitions of W 
S. Martin, of Chester county, Pennsylvania, 
and W. H. Ramsey, of Delaware county, Penn- 
sylvania, for the abolition of the franking privi 


same purpose. 


South Bend, 





tition of 102 citizer 


By Mr. TYNER: A pr 

of Miami, Indiana, praying for the abolition of 
the franking privilege 

By Mr. UPSON 


; The petition of Val 
Schiedler, for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of D. Northrup and 100 
others, citizens of Mentor, Lake county, Ohio, 
for the abolition of the franking pri ivilege. 

By Mr. VAN AUKEN: A petition of citi- 
zens of Martin’s Creek, Northampton county, 
Pennsylvania, for abolishing the franking privi- 
lege. e 

Also, a petition of citizens of Monroe county, 
Pennsylvania, for abolishing the franking privi- 
lege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Northampton 
ounty, Pennsylvania, for abolishing the frank- 
ing ae 

A Is , a peti tion of citizens of Monroe cout ily, 


Pennsylvania, for abolishing the franking privi- 
lege. 
41 


Also, a petition of citizens of Northampton 
county, Pennsylvania, for abolishing the frank- 
ling privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of New Mah: ning, 
Pennsylvania, for abolishing the franking priv- 
ile ge. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Delaware 
Water Gap, Monroe county, Pennsylvania, 
for abolishing the franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of William F. Trozier, 
praying to be indemnified for losses sustained 
in consequence of the seizure of property by 
the United ae 

By Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of 
— | Hite and 105 others, of Fairfield coun- 

, Ohio, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

Also, the petition of Henry J. Loefler and 33 
others, of Fairfield county, Ohio, praying fgr 
™ abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusett 
The memorial of D. L. Harris, president of the 
icut River Railroad Company, praying 
that no increase of duties be laid on steel rail 
or railroad iron, to the end that low rates of 
transportation m¢ nay be afforded the public. 

‘ » the pet 188ac Spurl 


Connect 


and |! 
ng oY 


SOS 


thers, citizens of Sheffield, M . 
praying for al al t r 
privilege. 

_ By Mr. WILLARD: The petitions of P. P. 
Pitkin and 238 others, of Montpelier, V« ’ 
and of Dwight 1 iylor and other , ord 

derry, Vermont, praying for the al 1of 


the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: Petitions of 400 citizens 
of the tenth congressional district of Indiana 
for the abolition of the franking priviie : 

By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio: The petition of 
Hillis Rees and 63 others, citizens of Adams 
county, Ohio, praying for the passa . law 
abolishing the franking privilege. 

by Mr. WINANS: The petition ot lames 


William Burns, postmaster, and 57 oth 


citizens of Midway, Clark county, Ohio, a 
the abolition of the franking priv 
WITIIDRAWAL OF PAPI 

Lhe following notice was given for leave to 

ithdraw papers from the files of the House: 

By Mr. “GOL LADAY lhe memorial and 


claim of Major J. W. Todd, on f 
tieth Congress, for referrence to the Committee 
Military Affairs. 


IN SENATI 
lHURSDAY, January 27, 1870. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New 
MAN, D. D. 

he Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair sub- 
mits a letter from the Secretary of War, which 
being brief, the Secretary will read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

War DEPARTMENT, Jan E 

The Secretary of War has the honor to report to 
the Senate of the United States, in answer to i 
resolution of this date, that the reportof the survey 
of the harbor of San Diego, California, therein called 
for, was transmitted to the Senate on the 17th instant. 

Ww. W. UE LK NAP. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis printed and 
found in Executive Document No. 25, being 
transmitted by the Secretary of War 
of the resolution calling for it. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIAI 

Mr. BROWNLOW present dthe petition of 
William Spencer, jr., of Murfreesboro’, Ten- 
nessee, praying remuneration for property 
taken and used by the Union forces in the years 
1862 and 1863 ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee = Claims. 

Mr. WILSON presented a peti tion from the 
national convention of colored people of the 
United States assembled in the city of Boston, 
Massachusetts, on the 2d day of October, 1568, 
praying that Congress will appropriate a por- 
tion of the proceeds of southern property con- 
fiscated during the war for the benefit of the 
freedmen; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented three petitions of 
citizens of the State of Minnesota, praying the 
abolition of the franking privilege ; which were 
referred to the Commit 
Post Roads. 

Mr. DRAKE presented a petition of citizens 
of Independence, Missouri, praying the abo- 
lition of the franking privilege; which was 

referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roa 1s. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a memorial of t! 
Egery Iron Company and others, of Bangor, 
Maine, remonstrating against the gran 
the petition of George HH. ( Corliss for the ex 


in advance 


tee on Post Oinces an 1 


‘I 
f 


sion of his letters- patent of March 10, ! 4), 101 
improvements in the steam-enyine; Which was 


1 ‘ 
referred to the Committe 


Mr. WILLIAMS. [ present the petition 


} ' ’ ey th sfatoa c? 
ol a large number ol ¢ zens Oo; the state 01 
‘eget cc a 
Oregon, praying that the Umatilla Indjan 3 
erval i pu state, Contaimiag 








; ih | iCAa | 
i i ’ 1) j ' Y 
i i the S2ie Oo 
i 1 im ) e! i 
{ ni t ma Atl; i 
i} 0 \ reed to 
I WILL pre nted the petition of Li ia 
I’. Carhart, widow of Jeremiah Carhart, late 
of the city of New York, asking for the exten- 
1 4 a certain patent for improvements in 
reed musical instruments; which was referred 


' : fi. 1) 
to the { ommillee on Patent 


Mr. PIA et presented a petition of mem- 


ber 4 of the bar ol ke Ville, Indiana, and @ 
petition of members ot the bar of Fort Wayne 
fidia praying an increase of the salari 
of the judg the Supreme Court, the circuit 
and d rts, and e Court of Claims 
ere referred to t Comuniittee on th 
} \ 
The prese ithree petit citi 
pra ng the al ylition f the f ink 
privilege: which were referred tothe Co 
I t on Post Office P st Lioad 
Mr. PAP PIERSON presented a petition of 
citizens of Ne Hampshire, praying the al 
on of the franking privilege; which wa 
I l to 1 8 UOM on Pi t Ofh nd 
Vay Road 
| POMEROY, I presen veral p ! 
el ied by « eps ot | United 
{ ot neg te the juality that @XIStS 
among eit nsain re lation to suffrage, and pray 
ing that this inequality may be removed either 
by» of Congress, where Congress has juris- 
diction, or by an ame ndment tothe Constitution 
( tj (Tnited State { move the I fere ice of 
these actitions to the Comsaiites wa the Judi- 
‘ 
fhe motion was agreed to. 


r, CONKLING. I present a number of 


peluilions stating @ gl rrievan 1ce Which the pet 
rs ask to have considered, and an ait 
which they ask to havecorrected. These peti- 


tions are signed very numerously by citizens 
of Deerfield, Oneida county, New York ; Cot- 
tage, New York; Shelley’s Basin, New York ; 
Cornwall, Orange county, New York; Smith- 
field I’lats, New York; Springfield, Otsego 
county, New York; Somers, New York, and 
other place I call the attention of the Sen- 

r from Nevada to the fact that the envelope 
contains a mark which, if he was in the habit 
of paying his postage, he would understand 
indicates that the postage upon this package 
of peti itions has been paid. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. NYE. I should like to know how the 
Senator knows it, as he does not 
pay any. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. CONKLING. IT know it by the long 
attention that | have given to this abuse and 
by the frequency with which I have voted 
ugainst Senators for its abolition. It 
was in that way that I came to know the sig- 
nification of it. 

Mr. NYE. 
honorable Senator if he directed that they 
should be prepaid in order that attention might 
be ealled to that fact here? 

Mr. CONKLING 
that. LT only show him that these petitioners 
we sincere as he understands their sincerity. 

Mr. NY. Three cents’ worth! 

Mr. CONKLING. I say to the Senator 
again that if he was familiar with these sti amps 


he would know that this is a six-cent stamp. 


h ynorable 


Ome 


Mr. NYE. How many ounces did the pack- 
age weigh ? 
Mr. CONKLIN I will inform the Sen 


stor upon that calea on the nextoccasion when I 

‘tempt to answer one ef hisarguments in favor 
of the fr anking privileg ge. I move now that 
thes 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FENTON. Mr. President, 1 know I 
hall be exeused in departing from the 
adopted by the Senate with regard to the pre- 
wer cation of petitions relative to the franking 


» peticions be referred to the Committee 


rule | 


I should like to inquire of the | 


I cannot tell the Senator 


THE CONGRES} 


engine 


| the grand 


grand jurors; 


vilege in asking to present to the Senate the 
' ch | hold in ny hand from torty 
ive hundred and eighty-one citizens of the city 
‘ vy You pray Congre to abolish the 
ran ¢ privilege. i huve similar petitions 
i Khtiockland county, St. Lawrence county, 
Sullivan coun and Oswego county, in the 
State of New York, all praying tor the same 
object. I move that these petitions be referred 
to the Committee on Post Ollices and Post 
Road 
‘The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. FisSNTON. I also pr nt the preamble 
and resolution un tnimously avd »p el ata 


meeting of the board of trustees of the Sea- 


men’s Fund and Retreat, held in New Yor! 
a few d L\ ago, asking that some action be 
taken by Congres which shall resultin placing 

entire matter of the care of sick and di 
bled men prri the po f Ne 
York, Lil { {' j Vv} Mior tuen it) 

t,u rf * control eith yf the 
‘ Governms: of the State of 
New } I m that the preamble and 
é ns | ed the Comm ou 
Naval Affai 

rhe motion was agreed to 

Mr. FENTON also presen ted t yetition 
of David T. Jackson, late captain ec uimpany Dy; 
twenty-fifth regiment New York cavalry vol- 

eers, praying to be allowed pay for service 
rendered as captain in that regiment from the 

, 


19th of March, 1864, to the 7th of July, 1865; 


which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, presented two 


petitions of the citizens of the State of Maine 
in favor of the abolition of the franking priv- 
lege; which were referred to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. ROSS presented a memorial of steam 
builders of the State of Kansas, remon- 
strating against the granting of the petition of 
George H. Corliss for the extension of h arg: 
patent of March 10, 1849, for improvements in 
the steam-engine; which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. McDONALD presented a petition of 
jury for the eastern district of 
Arkansas, for the October term, 1869, praying 
an increase of the fees and per diem of the 
which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


is lette 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


SIONAL GLOBE. 


by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 


the Speaker of the House had signed the en- 
rolled joint resolution (S. R. No.7 74) toextend 
the port of entry of the collection district of 
New Orleans; and it was thereupon signed by 
the Vice President. 
GIFTS TO GOVERNMENT 
Mr. PATTERSON. The Committee on Re- 
trenchment have had under consideration the 
bill (H. R. No. 804) to protect officials in Gov- 
ernment employ, and have instructed me to 
report it back with a recommendation that it 
pass. If there be no objection I should be 
glad to have this bill acted upon at this time. 
By unanimous consent, the bill was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
vides that no officer or clerk in the United 
States Government employ shall at any time 
solicit contributions of other officials or em- 
ployés in the Government service for a gift or 
present to those in a superior official position ; 
vor shall any sue oh officials or clerical superiors 
receive ary gilt or present offered or presented 
to them as the contribution of those in Gov- 
ernment employ receiving a less salary than 
themselves: nor shall any officer or clerk make 
any donation as a gif ftor presi ‘nt to any official 
superior. Any ofticer or clerk violating any 


OFFICERS. 


of the provisions of the bill is to be summarily 
discharged from the Government employ. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 


| mendations to ottice. 
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Mr. NYE. I should li ate of 
rable triend from New Hampshire 
retrenchment this measure 


’ 
nongd 


is Lo acco 


Mr. PALTERSON. It is to retren, oe 
income of superior officers of the Gover); 
who are in the habit of receiving very | 


presents from subordinates, | think it p 

the other House quite unanimously and . 
a good deal of enthusiasm; and the retoy 
Committ on Ketrenchment thought 4) 
could do no better than to report it back. . 


ee 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Give us a chaneo . 
vote; I think everybody is for it. 
Mr. NYE. Ido not know whether ¢, 


body is for it or not. I suppose that those y 
voted fer it in the other House had | 


ceived any of these presents. [Laughte; 
é 
know whether 


Go no it is right tO puss a fy 
that a person who desires t » give to anor 
person a small gift shall not be allowed 

it. tam in no danger of receiving any, 


, should not like to dam up the avenu 
ushing sympathy from persons holding ey 
oftices. But, sir, if the Senato: 
New Hampshire wants the bill passed, ar 
Senate thinks it ought to pass, | shai! 


altern [roy 


il 


ie bill was ordered to a third reading 
the third time, and passed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I think I have on th, 
several occasions ‘asked the Senate to dispos 
of a joint resolution submitted by the Senato; 
from California, [Mr. CoLe.] 1 ask that tha 
joint resolution be taken up this morning a : 
disposed of. I think it can be in a few 
utes. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘That has occupied th 
morning hour for several mornings, and | hay 
w bill that I think is somewhat pertinent to th 
one the Senator from New Hampshire has jus 
had disposed of, and that is in relation to reco 
[ should like very mu 
to call up that bill. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It will requi 
unanimous consent in either case at the pres 
ent time. ‘Lhe Senator from Maine asks unan 
imous consent to take up the joint resolution 
(S. Lt. No. 82) in relation tothe seizure of d 
tilled spiritsin California. Is there objection. 

Mr. HOWK. Wiil not the Senator allo: 
me to introduce a bill? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair ob 
serves that several Senators rise to presen 
moruing business. That is an objection to th 
request of the Senator from Maine. Reports 
of committees are now in order. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Pos 
Offices and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 337) for the relief of William 
H. Murphy, of Farmington, Missouri, report 
it without amendment. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
to whom was referred the jo! 
resolution (S. R. No. 98) to authorize the Sec 
retary of the Treasury to issue an Anferican 
register to the bark Live Oak, reported it wit) 
an amendment. 

Lie also, from the same committee, to whow 

vas referred a resolution instructing the com 
mitte e to inquire into the expediency of estab 
lishing an American consulate at Port Said, 
in Kigypt, reported adversely thereon, and U 


| oe consideration of the subject was inde 


litely postponed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill 
No. 448) to change the boundaries of the co! 
lection district of Brazos de Santiago, in (0 
State of Texas; which was read, and passed 
a second reading. 

Mr. WILLEY, from : 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition 0! 
Klizabeth Carson, praying compensation | 
subsistence furnished to prisoners confined 
the Bourbon county jail, Kentucky, submit: 
a report accompanied by a bill (S. No. 44) 
for the relief of Elizabeth Carson. The bi! 
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read, and passed to a second reading, and 
report was ordered to be printed. 

‘ from the same committee, to whom 
referre d the pet ition of Ge orge I’, Brott, 
to be remunerated tor the value of 
| barge Brott & Davis,’’ impressed into 
‘e during the late war, sub 

] 


“at 
iich was ordered 


tary servi 


o, from the same committee, to whom 
referred the memorial of Washington G, 
_ praying for ci ompensation ior servi 
.d as commander of company HK, forty- 
nent Ohio volunteers, submitted an 
ged from 


whic h wi as agree dt , 





ort, and asked to be discha 
: er consideration : 
fe also, f 


: ; 
ferred 


2, o wl in 
ary IX. Hil 
ng for compensation for services as nurse 
Army and for the reimbursement of 
led to aid suffering soldiers, sub- 


n the same comm 


O! 
the petition of 4 


ed an adverse re } Ort; which Wa ke I l 
' ed. 
le also, from the same committee, to whom 


referred the bill (S. No. 170) for the re 
William H enry Otis, report: d it with 
:mendment, and submit sed are ort: which 
ordered to be printed. 
ROSS, from the Committee on Indian 
4 fairs, to whom was referred the joint resolu- 
5. R. No. 89) providing fog the sales of 
nlands in the State of Kansas ceded to 
United States in trust by the Cherokee 
n of Indians, reported ‘it with amend- 


BILLS INTRODUCED 


Mr. VICKIEERS asked, and by uaanimous 
nt obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S 
No. 450) to arch Tiber creek north of Pent 

Vania avenue, District of Columbia; which 
was read twi ice DY its title, referred to the Com 
mittee on the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. CHANDLER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 

151) relative to pilotage ; which was read 

e by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOWE asked, and by unan 9 is con- 

t obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
152) for the relief of the heirs of the late 
lhomas Lossing, deceased ; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee 
on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 453) granting a pension to J. RK. Calla- 
han, of Chariton, lowa; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on P« 

ons, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SAWYER asked, and by unanimous 
cousent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 454) for the relief of William S. Mitchell ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 455) to incorporate the Washington bButch- 
ers’ Benevolent Association of the District of 
Columbia; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MeDONALD asked. and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (5. 
No. 456) to provide for the compensation of 
‘he grand and petit jurors in the Iederal courts 
ior the eastern and western districts of Ark- 

13; which was read twice by its title, re- 
rred $9 the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
rdered to be printed. 
te also asked, and by unanimous consent 

jtained, leay e to introduce a bill (S. No. 457) 

tthe 1 relief of W. 8S. McCullough; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed, ° 


' 


| 


j 
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ILL REFERRED. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I now wk the Senate to 


proceed tothe consideratior f 


a 


, t 
: ’ 


e@ joint 


Maine 


itor nN 
“vOrPr roi 


“1 a ; gets , ; 
will conse it, | should like to have a House bill 
rit . ‘ ] ‘ 14 +} ’ 

now on the ti reterred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. I think it will re juire some 


amendment in order to save the rights of tl} 


Lue 


state of California to land grants made to it. 

lhe VICK PRESIDEN’ Does the S 
ator from Maine yield f hat pur} 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, sit 

| bill (L1. R. Ne » ded e the | ) 
lic agr ural 1d i California to hoa 
stead agricultu 1. S read tw by 
LS I tie 

Mr. CASSI \ [ mov ie rete ( 
the | » the Vou Le on P I ( and 
Lhe pr ple is: 1 one, but I ik the bill 
requires t ’ led resp 

1] 1 Wa irre 1 

I ( PII 

i HAMIL! lL now m lo tak p 
Senate joint resolution No. 

{hem On Was agi ed to; and the § at 
as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the 
consideration of the joint resolution (S. R. No. 
$2) relating to the seizure of d lled spirit ll 
California, the pending question being on th 
motion of Mr. HamMLin to postpone th yiut 
I solu on indefi int ly. 

Mr. COLE. I shall not delay the vote upon 
this resolution any length of time. I shall 


- 2 
regard an indefinite postponement of it as an 
invitation on the part of the Senate to the oth 


large to dispose of 


cers having this subject in 
the case otherwise than by 1 
‘the United States. Such interpreta- 
tion, it seems to me, will necessarily be th 
rred from such a vote on 


the part ¢ {the Senate. it will also be an indi- 





courts oft 





just one to be inf 


cation O! the strength Ol tue Whisky power in 

this Governmen : 
} ‘ ; ] oO, : y 

sionto them ot acontrolling power in this Gov 


t 


; 
ernment. Itwill be,inmy judgment, adeclar 


‘ 41 | ] . ] ‘ . 7 
ation that alcohol is king; that it can control 
the officers of this Government to a very con 

action of Congres 
1 


! 
here except the oflicers of the 


siderable extent and the 
There is nobody 
Government to interfere with the motion ofthe 
Senator from Maine. The whisky power is 
represent ai ceedae iat It is in the lobby. 
[t is anxious upon this question; and if such 
disposition is made of this resolution asis pro- 
posed by the motion of the Senator from Maine 
ecessarily as a triumph of 
that inter ;in many other instances 
prevailed, aud prevails in this instance, 
when the question 1s naoemee to a fair and 
iare test, it will be a declar tion ¢ juivalent 
this: that the course that has been | rovided 

he purpose of 


it Will De 





1y the internal revenue law for the 





testing frauds ari ing out of whis ~. shall be a 
nullity. The law which declares a forfeiture 
of li juor that has evaded the } soenadd of the 


tax, the law which requires a fine upon per- 
sons who have been instrumental in evading 
the tax upon whisky will, in my judgment, by 
such a vote _ declare - null and void. 

I hope, f or this reason, that the resolution 
may be referred to a ct ommit tee. It is not ask- 
ing too mat ich ou behalf of the resolution. I = 
not understand that there e is any request on th 
~ of the Secretary of the reas iry Or any 

ier officer that such a disposition of this res- 
ution shall be made as is now proposed. On 
the contrary, 1 have no doubt it would bea 
relief to him to have an investigation of this 
case and other cases—this case is a test-case— 
for r the purpose dg arriving at some more deli- 
n and ¢ rule iu reference to the dis} O- 

f seizures in this country. 

[ am glad to say that the proceedings in this 
particu lar c ase have resul ited in maby seizures 
elsewhere. Considerable exertion, it seems to 
me, has been made since this movement in 


ul 
i 


sition Ol 


favor of arresting these whisky frau ds through 
out the country. I see by the papers that sei 
New York, in W il imsburg, 
In Poughheopsie, int Cit icinnati, and in vat 
places throughout the country. If t 
dismissed now it will be an invitation, a din 
instruction, as I regard it, to the officers to d 
miss all cases where the parites can by ¢ 
affidavits and statements present what s 


ures are made in 


to them to bea plausible reason On their side 
of the case. It must have this interpretation ; 
it can receive no other; and | hope, for th 

reason, that the resolution will be referred toa 


committee for examination. 

lhe VICK PRESIDENT. ‘The question i 
on the motion of the Senator from Maine tha 
the joint resolution be postpon ed indetinitels 
Lhe question Sites it, there were, on a 


QiVislo! NER 


i |, noes 5; no quorum voting. 
Mr. POS 
‘red 


LEROY, If the reso 


lution wer 


rei » & committee we should have a 

report tha ild enable us to vote understand 
} 

i hy 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to inquire 
vhbat the objection is to relerring it 

M ve POMEROY. Let il be refe rred to 

me committee and have a report made. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to inquire, foi 
information, if it has ever been reterred ? 

Mr. COLE. It has not been. I want th 
resolution referred. 

Mr. POMEROY. I want it referred and 

yme report made upon it, and then I shall 
know howto vote. Ido not know now whether 
1b ought to be indefinite ly pos tpon¢ d or nol. 

HAMLIN. Theq 1estion is one pending 
now before the Secretary of the Treasury. He 
is the ofticer by law to investigate it. I do not 
understand the merits of the case, but it has 
been determined by the Commissioner and has 
by him been submitted to the Secretary of the 
lreasury. It is therefore a rebuke to those 
ofticers to undertake to wren¢ h the decision 
from their hands. 
= POMEROY. 
will take those facts into consideration 

Mr. HAMLIN. I will not take up any more 
of the time of the Senate. 

Mr. POMEROY. Letit go to some commit- 
Uf e of this body. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let us vote. I ask fo 
another division. 

Ihe VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
again count the Senate, and Senators are 
‘n the afirmative or negative, 
so as to make a quorum. rhe pending motion 
resolution be post; poned indefi- 


A committee of this body 


re juested t Oo vote 


is that the JOU 
nitely. 

Mr. COLE. My raotion was that it be referred 
to the Committee on Retrenchment to investi 
rate the subject. ‘The motion of the Senator 
from Maine intervenes, and is to the e effec that 
it be indefinitely p< stpone 1. If it is not indefi- 
nitely postponed of course it will be referred. 

Lhe VICE PRES SIDENT. That will be the 
next question in order if the previous motion 
should fail. The question now is on the motion 
of the Senator from Maine t ) postpone the joint 
resolution indefinitely. 

The motion was agreed to; | 
a division—ayes 20, noes | 


I Helbng OUD 


PORT OF DELIVERY AT OMAHA 


Mr. ‘| “ AY! oR . | move that the Senate 
proceet d to the ¢ onsiderat on of Senate bill No. 
297. It will take but a few moments. 

‘Lhe motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. 
No. 297) to create a port of entry and delis 
at Omaha, Nebraska, was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Commerce reported 
amendment, to strike dut all 
of the bill and to insert the foiiowing: 


tort rctinea 


aiter tne ug 


? 
ciause 


[That Omaha, in the State of Nebraska, ill be 
and is hereby, con tuted a] tf deliver , 
the colleetion district of Ne riean ind th 
shall be appointed a rveyor stoms, to reside 
at said port, who shall, inaiditiontot wi ties, 
perform the duti und receivet salar ndemo!] 
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uments prescribed by the act of Congress approved 
on the 2d of March, 1831, for importing merchandise 
into Pittsburg, Wheeling, and other places. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not know that I 
have any objection to this bill. 
a propriety in having a port of delivery at 
Omaha; it is a very aodleniie point, and I 
think that perhaps there is. But while this 
subject is up, f wish to call attention to the fact 
that there are scattered through the West, and 


} 


There may be | 


in my own State among others, several of these | 
ports of delivery with officers which, in my judg: || 
ment, are wholly unnecessary to the public | 


service, a mere expense without anything else. 
We have several! such in the State of IJilinois 
which, I think, ought to be abolished. Several 


of them were established originally because it | 


was said that they were necessary, when some 
of the railroads were building, to facilitate the 
landing of railroad iron at these points where 
we have these ports of delivery. It was said 
to be desirable to land railroad iron there and 

the benefit of the credit allowed in paying 
the duties on it. They were established under 
that view, and they have been kept up. I cer- 
tainly think they ought to be abolished and 
tle Treasury saved the expense of them. 

Now, I will not say that there may not be a 
necessity for one at Omaha. That is a very 
considerable point. My object in rising is to 
call attention to this matter and to ask why 
the necessity for one at Omaha. I think that 
probably there may be anecessity for one there. 
I know it is the terminus of the great Pacific 
railroad on the east, and hence it is possible 
that there may be occasion for a port of deliv- 
ery at Omaha. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, my atten- 
tion was called to this matter early in the ses- 
sion, and | intended when the first bill of this 
kind was on its passage to move an amend- 
inent, authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to discontinue ports of delivery where the 
necessity for them had ceased by change of 
circumstances, Itis a matter that may safely 
be left to the diseretion of the Secretary of 
the Treasury; andif [ am allowed time I will 
draw a brief amendment to that effect, adding 
another section to this bill, that the Secretary 
of the Treasury is authorized to discontinue 
ports of delivery in cases where the necessity 
for them has ceased. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Is there not such a law 
on the statute book already ? 

Mr. SHERMAN, I think not. 

Mr. KELLOGG. 
discontinuance at any time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My impression is, as the 
Senator from Illinois says, that these ports of 
delivery are continued in many places where 
there is no occasion for them except to fur- 
nish an officer at five or six hundred dollars a 
year salary. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, 


I think that is so, and 


as the Senator from Louisiana indicates ; but 
the difficulty with the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury is this: some person is in office, and the 
member from the locality, and perhaps the 
members from the State generally, urge the con- 
tinuance of that man in office, and the Secre- 
tary does not think proper to act. I think it 
would be better to call for the information 
from the Secretary of the Treasury to know 
which of these ports of delivery could be abol- 
ished without detriment to the public service, 
end then do it by act of Congress. Itis a very 
delicate duty for the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to perform, and it is difficult for him to 
actin view of the pressure that is brought to 
bear upon him in favor of the incumbent in 
office. We all know how ungracious it isin 
our localities to ask the Secretary to discon- 
tinue an office and turn a man out. Very few 
members of course do that. The result is that 
these offices are continued when there is no | 
sort of necessity for them. I am quite sure | 
there are several in my State that ought to be | 


abolished, J am willing to say that in refer: | 





my impression is that there is such a law now 





I think so, permitting a | 


ence to the State in which I live, and I think 
if you go into other States you will find it so 
there. 

Mr. THAYER. 1 will state that this bill is 
here upon the recommendation of the Secretary 
of the Treasury and with the sanction of the 
Committee on Commerce. ‘The Senator from 
Illinois has himself alluded to one very im- 
portant reason which requires the passage of 


this bill—Omaha being the starting-point of | 
The Committee | 


the Union Pacific railroad. 
on Commerce have had it under consideration, 
and unanimously recommend its passage. 

Mr. KELLOGG. This mattter was consid- 
ered before the Committee on Commerce, andit 


was thought under the circumstances better to || 
concede a port of delivery at Omaha; but the | 
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committee concluded not to rely merely on its | 


own judgment, and therefore called upon the 


Secretary of the Treasury for information, and | 


he took the same view. While it is conceded 
that a great many ports of delivery can be 
dispensed with, it should be remembered that 
the salary paid the surveyor is very small, being 
only $350 per annum. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
expenses? 


Mr. KELLOGG. 


Are there no ineidental 


In cases of seizure and 


condemnation the proceeds of the sales of the | 
condemned goods are divided under the law | 


of 1799, the same as at other ports. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. §Isthere no expense for 
clerks and office rent ? 

Mr. KELLOGG. None whatever. I think 
on examination the Senator from Illinois will 
find that there is a law on the statute-book 
such as [ referred to, authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to dispense in his discretion 
with any of the ports of delivery. However, 
the objection that is generally made at the 
Treasury Department, as I am informed, espe- 
cially by members of the other House, to any 
such abolition of these ports of delivery, makes 
it necessary, or proper at least, that a resolu- 
tion of inquiry—and I had already prepared 
one and intended to ask for its consideration 
to-day and its reference to the Committee on 
Commerce—be introduced directing that com- 
inittee to inquire into the expediency of dis- 
continuing many of these ports. ‘There are 
two or three on the Illinois river and five or 
six on the upper Mississippi that can be dis- 
pensed with as well as not. 

As to the necessity of a port of delivery at 
Omaha I may say that a great deal of that 
merchandise which is now shipped in original 
packages from New Orleans to St. Louis and 


intermediate ports above New Orleans on the | 


| 


Mississippi could well go to Omaha; and that | 


being the eastern terminus of the Pacific rail- 
road it was thought, in justice to the commer- 
cial community of that locality, that they 
should have the benefits accruing from a port 
of delivery, so that their merchandise may 
not be stopped on the way. Omaha is a large 
town, growing rapidly, and a very important 
commercial point. This case therefore was 
regarded by the committee as an exception to 
the general rule. 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not mean to inter- 
pose against this bill. I do mean, however, 
to confess my inability, after the statements 
made, to understand why it is that at Omaha 
rather than at many another place on the 
river there should be a port of Gow. The 
Senator from Illinois has reminded us that it 
is the eastern terminus of the Pacific railroad. 
Yes, sir; the Pacific railroad crosses the Mis- 
souri river at that point. 
when I say it crosses; it is to cross upon a 
bridge in process of construction, the success 
of which nobody doubts, so that a transit of 
the river by rail will be made at that point. I 
can scarcely see how that fact distinguishes 
the case of Omaha from the case of other con- 
siderable points upon the river. 

I appreciate the convenience which has been 
consulted in the case of many other towns, and 
which will be consulted in the case of Omaha ; 


I speak of the future | 
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and it is that convenience which has been ey 
plained by the Senator from Louisiana: }), < 
has very little to do with the fact that a railrc 
at that point crosses theriver. Doubtless jr. 
man who lives at Omaha is importing 00 a 
finds a convenience in having his goods eop,. 
to his threshold and paying his duties ther 
And in that respect the only question ig how 
far you are to go and where you are to gto, 
You cannot make every place upon the riy.. 
a port of entry, and I repeat that as betwee, 
Omaha and any other place of the same gizo ;, 
is difficult for me to distinguish in the cage ,; 
Omaha. 

I repeat, however, to the Senator who move 
the bill that I did not rise for the purpose of 
interposing against it. Ido not mean to qd, 
that. Irose rather for the purpose of confipy. 
| ing the Senator from Ohio in a remark wh; 
| he made, and in which remark other Senators 
thought he was mistaken. 1 remember no gta. 
ute authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury ty 
discontinue at his discretion ports of delivery 
or ports of entry, every port of entry being 4 
port of delivery by law. On the contrary, | 
thought I was not mistaken in supposing that 
we had recently legislated on the suppositioy 
that no such authority was to be found in the 
law. 1 find an act of the 11th of July, 1su2, 
containing this section: 

‘*That the several laws constituting Hannibal, j 
the State of Missouri, Hickman and Columbus, jy 
the State of Kentucky, Chattanooga and Knoxyj| 
in the State of Tennessee, and ‘Tuscumbia, in th¢ 
State of Alabama, and Shreveport in the State of 
Louisiana, ports Of delivery, be, and the same are 
hereby, repealed.” 

Surely such a provision would not have been 
adopted in 1862 had there been at that time a 
general provision rendering it entirely unne 
cessary ; and since 1862 I do not think the ree. 
ollection of any Senator will enable him to 
recall a statute conferring upon the Secretary 
this discretion which has been imputed to him, 

Now I wish, Mr. President, in conclusion, 
to concur with the suggestion made by ti 
Senator from Illinois and the Senator frow 
Ohio, that it is high time that we should win- 
now out this system of ports of entry and de- 
livery, either by legislation which will ascribe 
to the Secretary of the Treasury a discretion 
which he will feel bound to exercise, or by 
| more direct action require that he shall putan 
| end to ports of delivery and ports of entry 


it 
it 


1S he 


‘| which I believe are serviceable only in the 


salaries and emoluments which attach to them, 
aud which are pernicious not only in that but 
in other respects which it would not be difli- 
cult to specity. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I am quite sure that the 
Senator from New York is right with regard to 
— of delivery. There is no power in the 

ands of the Secretary of the Treasury to dis- 
continue a port of delivery. A port of deliv: 
ery is created in all cases by law; itis therefore 
not within the power of the Secretary to dis: 
continue it, unless there be an express pro- 
vision granting that power to him, and | think 
no such provision exists by law. y 

But one word in relation to the necessity of 
a port of delivery upon the Pacific road. Sen- 
ators who are conversant with the manner ot 
doing business at the custom-house will see at 
a glance that there is an absolute necessity for 
a port of delivery somewhere upon that road ; 
because if there be goods imported upon it, to 
pay the duties the importer must travel all the 
way to California or all the way to New York, 
for I think that is the nearest port of entry. 
Duties can be paid only at the port of entry 
where the goods are imported, except at ports 
of delivery where rules and regulations are 
peenealbend: by the Department as to the mode 
and manner in which goods may be transported 
in bond in original packages and the duties 
paid there. Now, for paying the duties on 
| goods that will be transported over that road, 
if there are any, and there must necessarily be 
sofie over such a road, there must be a port 
of delivery somewhere on that line, or parties 
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1870. 


shose duties must go to the terminus of 

i j one way or the other. 
CONKLING. ‘The Senator from Maine 
me for a moment. ‘Take, for 
_the railroad which crosses the river 
ve, and which makes its junction with 
pn trunk at Frémont; what will the Sen- 
in regard tothat? Must there be there, 
rh there is now one at St.’ Louis, and 
, there is to be one at Omaha. another 
delivery to ,the endthat merchants may 
at that very point in place of remit- 
(i{ty or six, or one hundred miles, as the 

may be 4 

‘fr. HAMLIN. I should say that at every 
nt where a importations were to such an 
» justify it for the convenience of 
ant ‘le community ak the importers 
ould be a port of ‘delive ary. I haveno 
subt about it than I have that it would 
t to require the Senator to travel from 
home to Albany to do his business. 


establish your rules for the purpose of 
mmodating your importers, and there 
i be ports of delivery where there are 


| importations, and over the Pacific rail- 

ad the re will be importations. 
Vr, THAYER. 
rred frequently, that merchants importing 
at Omaha have had to go to San Iran- 


I will state a fact which has | 


) or to St. Louis or to New York to pay 


We want to obviate that. 
Mr. CONKLING. I have only to say in 


luties. 


to the honorable Senator from Maine 
the honorable Senator from Nebraska 
th peop le in Maine and in Nebraska 

» habit of going themselves in person 


ke  pagme nts of duties it is a hardship 
1, if the law imposes it, certainly ought 
he removed 

ir. HAMLIN. I want to correct the Sen- 
|here is no rule by which goods can be 
ed from New York to Omaha, or from 
l’ranciseco to Omaha, unless there be a 
officer there to certify that they 
transported according to the regulations ; 
erwise the importer must go down and re- 
» his New York and there pay 

duties or pay an agent to do it for him. 
Mr. CONKLING. The point is very plain 


( ernment 


gz sods 1 in 


exists, and | want but a single moment 
which still remains to state it. If a man 
mports goods at Omaha, and they come to || 


t. Louis, he is to pay his duties there; if they 
come to New Orleans he is to pay his duties 

‘re; and, just as he does to make any other 
payment, he remits his owner’s oath and he 
remits the money to pay his duties; and if he 
were on the spot in the city of New York, or 

the city of New Orleans, in point of fact, it 
svery doubtful whether he would do the busi- 
bess in person. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr..President, in order 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The 
hour has expired. The currency bill is before 

» Senate, the pending question being on the 

endment of the Senator from Indiana. 

THAYER. Iihope the Senator will give 
way to allow this bill to be disposed of. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ifthere is to be no further 
discussion I will not object. 
lhe VICK PRESIDENT. 
r from Indiana give way? 
Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I offer the 
amendment: 

ind be it further enacted, That any port of delivery 

y, at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, be discontinued when for more than one year it 

! be found to be unnecessary for the 


Does the Sen- 


following 


pul lic 


the amendment to the amendment was 


agreed to. 
lhe VICE PRESIDENT. 
recurs on agreeing Lo the substitute as amended, 
" he ame sndment, as amended, was agreed to, 
The bill was reported to the Senate as 
Amended, 
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Mr. CONKLING. 


May we] ‘ 

way we hear the ame! 

nent which the Senator from Ohio off d 

read once ag Lin ? 

Lhe ee vad the l ldment. 

CONKLING. I su to the Senator 

that that is a very dilut d fo in which to put 

it. The Senate will obs measure aaa $s asa con 


dition that if this is to occur 
when for an entire year it h: 


it mav occur Only 


is been ti und un- 


necessary, and even when that condition has 
occurred he does not make it mandatory at all, 
but merely permissive. ‘i‘hat is a very m 


form in which to put it. 


Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator wil 


i ot fer 
some amendment to it | have no ol jection. 
Mr. ( ONKLING. Ls iggest tothe Senator 
to say that the Secretary shall discontinue any 
port of del very when the eondition has oc- 
curred, to-wit, when for an entire year it ha 
ved to be useless. I do not think after 
that there ought to be any doubt aboutit. If 
he preserves the expression ‘‘ may,’’ then I 
would propose to strike out the cond ». I 
he | aves 1t enti ly at the discretion of the 


i reasury, 8O 


his di 


Secretary of the 
may whenever in 
well to do so dise 
but if the Senator confines it to a 
the useless has been demonstrated, and 
a fora year, then | say itought to be manda 
tory, and | move to insert shall’ 
in place of the word ‘‘ may. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Thisalso is 


I will suggest to the Senator 


scretion he deems it 
ontinue any port olf delivery; 
case where 


hess 
the word ** 


prospective, 
from Ohio, and 
would necessarily continue all the ytlices for 


an year. He does not mean that. 


Mr. SHERMAN Not at all. The Sen- 
ator from Louisiana, I understand, bas found 
some authority on the subject. 


Mr. KELLOGG. Ihave before mea sec 


tion which 1 desire to read touching this 
question. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the languags 
ought to be changed so as not to be prospec 


ive, 
Mr. SHERMAN. Iwill look at 

It was drawn hurriedly at my desk. 
Mr. KELLOGG. I desire to read a sec 

tion from the statute of June 14, 1858: 

Trea 


it again, 


“That the Secretary of the sury be, and is 


hereby, authorized in his discretion to disc tinue 
all ports of delivery the revenue receipts of whichdo 
not amount to the sum of $10,000. 
This law recognizes the principal reason 
upon which the committee reported this bill. 


morning | 


The question 


It covers, I think, the whole gound 
be covered by the Senator from Ohio. 


sought to 


Mr. SHERMAN. 1 should like hear 
that section again. 

Mr. KELLOGG. It is as follows: 

‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 


‘retion to discontinue 
seipts of which do 


hereby, authorized in his di 
all ports of delivery the revenue re« 
not amount to thesum of $10,000 
This is the law that I had reference to. 
Where the revenue exceeds the amount of 
$10,000 it was thought to be a sufficient reason 
for establishing @ port of delivery. There is 
no port of delivery on the Missouri rive rabove 
St. Louis, and as theré is a large commercial 
community at Omaha we thougit it should be 


| made a port of delivery. 


Mr. SHERMAN, If that is the law—— 
Mr. KELLOGG. ‘That is the law I had 


reference to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The Senator from New 
York read another law which seemed to apply. 

Mr. KELLOGG. ‘This law was passed be- 
cause there was a ¢ to the amount 
of revenue, a1 » all ditiiculty on that 
ground. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ih iccomplished my 
1 will withdraw the cemaiiada and 
allow the bill to pass. Ic 
the Committee on 
as they will hi ive it before them. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no 

ion the amen ime nt of the Senator from 

Ohio will be regs withdrawr 


question 18 on concurring in 


juestl yn as 


id to obviate 


ae 
opiect 
ill the attention of 


’ 
Commerce to the subject, 


obi ( 


irded as 1, and the 


“Al 


the ate with 
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the substitute agreed to in Committee of the 
I 

lhe amendment was concurred in. 

Che bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, was read the third time, and 
} l sed. 

On motion of ae THAYER, the title of 
the bill was amended so as to read: *‘A bill 
to cons » Omah: ay in the State of Nebraska, 
’ port of. live ry. 

SENATOR FROM VIRGINIA 

Mr. STEWART. Is there any communi 
cation on the table from the House of Repre 
sentatives ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that the Clerk of the House of Rey 
sentatives has submitted the usual memoranda 


announcing that the President of the United 
States has communi = ae the House his 
signature to an act (H. No. 783) to adm 
the State of Virginia saga sentation in t] 


Congress of the [ Inited States. 

Mr. BOREMAN. I understand that 
of the Senators-elect from Virginia, Mr. John 
I, L wis, is present and ready to take the 


oat! } of otlhice. I move that he be q ialified. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Th 
will re port the credentials of the Senat 


from Virginia. 


‘The Secretary read the credentials. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Se 
‘om West Virginia announces the presence of 
ta F, Le wis, Senator-elect from the Stat 


Virginia for the term ending March 3, 187 
and asks that the oath of office be administered 
If not objected to he will present him 

sk of the Vice President : | 
the oath of office. 

Mr. Lewis then advanced to the desk, 
escorted by Mr. Borneman, and the oaths pr 
by k 1aving been administered to 
took his seat in the Senate. 


to him. 
at the di 


a 
sell 


scribed iw h 


him, he 
WITHDRAWAL OF 


Mr. HAMLIN. I submit a motion that the 
Committee on Claims be discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of Mrs. 
Mary Lincoln, and that the memorial and 
accompanying ta sure be deli vered to the me 
morialist, who desires to wi thd LW 
go home. 


PAPERS. 


tLuem an 1 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection that order will be made 
PRINTING OF A RESOLUTION, 


Mr. CASSERLY. I move that the resolu- 
tion which | offered the other day, and which 
was referred to the Committee on Publi 
Lands, gard to the ‘ration of pub 
lic lands in the State of California, be print 
Ihe VICE PRESIDENT. 
be made. 
DESKS IN THE 
WILSON. 


' 1. 
4 OS 


in re classifi 


[hat order will 


SENATE CHAMBER. 
I submit the following re 
for its present consi 


Th it the 


Mr. 
olution, au 


Resolved, 


leration 
geant-at-Arms be directed 


Ser 


have the desks in the Senate Chamber pl l 
closer together, and additional desks furnished 
the accommodation of Senators who may hereai 


be appointed to fill existing vacancies in t 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Is 
tion to the present consideration of the resolu 


—% 


tion 7? 


Oovl1eCc- 


there 


Mr. ANTHONY. Is that necessary? Can 
we not have an outer row of seats? It will be 
very inconvenient to have our desks so cl 
together that we cannot pass out without goi: 
behind a whole row of Senators 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the‘ 


object to the consideration of the re 


ator 
tion { 

Mr. SUMNER. 
by a committee. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think it had better go 
to a committee. I[ think we can have an outer 
row of seats, which wou 1 be much more « 
venient. 

Mr. W Th SON. Ihave no objection to the 


resolu n going to & committe and Having an 


It had better be considered 
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examination of the matter. 
A os 


TLS 


had 


therefore move 


The Sergeant-at- 
did not like to act either way until he 
instruction the Senate. J 
the reference of the resolution 
on Public Buildings and 


from 


some 


to the Committee 


Grounds, 


be motion was agreed to. 
[ESSAGKE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representa- 
3,by Mr. MePuerson, its Clerk, announced 
tiat the House had passed the following bills, 
in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate , 
\ | (ii. R. No. 985) to amend an act 
‘ ed “Anact to admit the State of Virginia 
to representation in the Congress of the United 
* l * and 
\ | Hf. it. No. 986) to abolish the frank 
THE CURRENCY. 
| ate resumed the consideration of the 
» 418) to pr vide a national currency 
coin notes and to equalize the distribution 
ol circulating notes, the pending question being 
Lhie imendment of Mr. Mor ron, to strike 
$5,000,000,"’ in line three of the first 
and insert §*S52,000,000:"" so as to 
id: ** that $52,000,000 in notes for circula- 
Lion may be issued to national banking a ) 
nhion ; & 


The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
indiana | Mr. Morton | is entitled to the floor. 
“Mr. MORTON. I yield the floor in favor 
of the Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. Howe. ] 
°* Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, J am quite con- 
scious that I 


have spent 
1! estion hy been befor he Senate as ; 
is question bas been betore the Senate as a 
man ought to spend who knows nothing about 
1! ibject of finance; but I cannot attord so 


ed an opportunity as this to get instruc- 

tion to pass by without further improvement, I 
listened his debate more closely ths 

e | en to this Gebate more closely than 

! ever listened to one, I believe, in my life; 

ii am oblige d to confess that Iam a little 

It has exhibited to me some 

ies that I have never discovered be- 

fore, | nevel ] 


wildered by it. 


new a ca 


‘in my life where the | 


as much time since | 


tors all seemed so unanimously agreed as 
io the disease as they do in reference to this 
} er I never iwa case or knew of one 
where the doctors seemed so unanimously | 
iwreed not to efiect a cure as they do in this 


it r. Sonne where they were 
ought 
» be alleviated as they are in this; and I never 
knew a case where they seemed so hopelessly, 
utterly divided as to the sort of palliatives that 
ought to be administered. 

lhe Senator from Ohio, | Mr. Suerman, | the 
Committee on linance, lead- 


ver knew a c&st 


animou ly rreed that the disease 


» ? 
chairman of the 


ing olf in this debate, told us, as [ understood | 


] tie ¢} t 
him, @xplici iy that the 


i 


creat difliculty in our 


way was that banking was a monopoly, and 


but it is not so. 


| circulation is larger than her population would 


| the $300,000,000 is to be apportioned upon busi- | 


of course, as all monopolies are, is unequally 
distributed and partially enjoyed. All monop- 
oliesmust be so. IPfthey were not they would 
iot be any monopolies. The Senator from | 
‘assachusetts | Mr. Sumner] echoes that senti- 
nt, says itisso. The Senator from Indiana 


Morron] agrees to that. The Senator 

un New York, | Mr. h'enron,] every Senator 
has spoken upon it, I believe, agrees to 
an accurate statement of the disease. 


' not know about that. 


they are just as completely agreed that 
it will not do to break up the monopoly, it will | 

abolish it; and yet they are all agreed | 
that we must try to palliate il, or alleviate 
agamst it. Now comes in the point of dis- 

ement, the Senator from Ohio proposes 


ribute $45,000,000 of new banking cir- 
culation, and so far as that goes to equalize 
{ i ition between the different sections 
» country. The Senator from Indiana 
proposes to increase that new banking circula- 
tion, if L understand him, to the amount of 

00 000. S52 000,000 to be issued upon 


} 
cireuk 


retiring the three per cents., and $13,000,000 to | 


be withdrawn from existing banking instita- 
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tions. TheSenatorfrom Massachusetts proposes 
to ‘‘ go them better,’’ and to issue $200,000,000 
of new banking circulation. 

Mr. HAMLIN and Mr. CONKLING. What 
do you mean by *‘ going them better?’’ 

Mr. HOWE. Iam asked what I mean by 
the expression ‘‘ going them better ;’’ I mean 
to be understood. I know where I am speak- 
ing and to whom I am speaking. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. WARNER. We did not hear the Sen- 
ator’s explanation on this side of the Chamber. 

Mr. HOWK. My friend from Alabama can 
read it in the Globe, and I have no doubt it 
will interest him. [ Laughter. ] 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] 
does not seem to be, if | understand his amend- 


ment, particular as to which of these sums is 


agreed upon as the amount of the new banking 
circulation, but he seems to be more particular 
as to the source from which we shall get it. 
[ie does, [ think, propose that the increased 
banking circulation shall be $60,000,000 ; not 
$45,000,000, nor $65,000,000, nor $200,000,- 
000, but $60,000,000; but he is especially anx- 
ious, if 1 understand him, that that shall be 
withdrawn from existing banking institutions, 
everybody conceding that the Kast and the 
North have an undue proportion of the present 
banking facilities. Now, I complained of that 
very thing the other day myself; buat I never 
thought to complain of New Kogland or of 
New York, of the Kast or the North. Idonot 
hold them to be guilty for this state of things, 
and I do not wish to punish them for this state 
of things. All [ ask as a western man is that 
the West shall have the privilege of such bank- 
ing facilities as they shall beable to command ; 
that your law shall not restrict them. Give 
them enough, aud I do not care how much you 
haveinthe Kast. Itdoes not hurt my feelings 
at all to know that my neighbor's table is well 
loaded so long as I have enough to eat myself. 
[do not want to tear down anything that is. 
I want you to help to build up other portions 
of the country ; that is all. 

‘The question arose yesterday as to how great 
this inequality was. The Senator from New 
York [Mr. Conkiine] seemed to feel rather 
hurt at the suggestion that New York had a 
larger proportion of this existing banking cir- 
culation than she was entitled to. I think the 
fact is so, undeniably ; and I do not think that 
the Senator from New York or any citizen of 
New York needs to be hurt in his feelings by 
stating the fact. 

Mr. CONKLING. Not if the fact were so; 

Mr. HOWK. The Senator repeats that the 
fact is not so. Now, he plants himself upon 
the law, and, admitting that her share of the 


entitle her to, he insists that when one half of 


ness, that will equalize it. Sir, we do not 
know what the ratio is between the business 
of New York and the business of Massachu- 
setts and the business of Michigan; and we 


know just as much ab@gt itas the Comptroller | 


of the Currency does, or the Secretary of the 
Treasury. That cannot be settled. You do 
You open the door to 
an endless dispute when you raise that ques- 
tion. But the law did provide, to be sure, that 
one half of the $200,000,000 should ,be based 
upon population and the other half upon bust- 
ness. ‘The law, in my judgment, is as unjust 
and as 
of the law in the opinion of the Senator from 
Ohio and in the opinion of all of us; and | 
prove it by reference to the state of facts before 
that law was passed. Before your present bank- 
ing law was put upon the statute-book every 
State could have just as much banking circu- 
lation as their Legislature saw fit to authorize 
and their capital could supply. New York 
had as much; New England had as much; 
every other State had as much. ~ 

What was the banking circulation of New 


|| York prior to that time? From 1854 to 1861 


inequitable as was the administration | 
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the largest bank circulation in the Stata 
New York, when they could have just ag myo 
as they pleased, was a little more thay thir 
four million dollars, and the lowest circula: : 
was but a little more than twenty-two fs 
lion dollars in that time. But when your , 
said that the whole circulation of the ba. 
ing institutions of the country should be | 
$500,000,000, and when the question was ineac’ 
State to grab all they could and. hold aij ; 
got, then New York, knowing that wija «) 
got other States could not get, that just in " 
portion as she got hold of this circulation 
would have the monopoly of it, went in |i, 
every other State, with better success than ot}. 
States, and she got $68,000,000 of this circy, 
lation. Wisconsin, which had before the wa; 
when she could have as much as she pleased. 
a circulation of over four million dollars, yo, 
to-day, with her business nearly doubled and 
her population iucreased by a quarter, hag }y 
little over two million dollars of this cirey|,. 
tion. It is unjust; it is inequitable, grossly 
so. The Senator from Ohio is right, and cay. 
not be contradicted on this point. 

But now, since we all agree upon that, why 
not make it just and equitable? New York 
has no more than she wants. Nobody cow 
pelled her to take a dollar of this circulation, 
New England has no more than she wants 
Why not give to the other States of the Union 
what they want? ‘The Senator from Ohio says 
$45,000,000 will do it. That is all the capita 
that would be invested in banking he thinks, 
He says the best authorities say that. But the 
Senator from Indiana, sitting right before him, 
says $65,000,000 will be taken. Has he go: 
any better authority than the Senator frow 
Indiana? But the Senator from Massachusetts 
says that $200,000,000 of new capital will ly 
taken up. Is there any better authority on thi 
subject than the Senator from Massachusetts’ 
I argued the other day that your whole green: 
back circulation and circulation of fractional 
currency, if you would retire it, would be vol- 
untarily replaced by a bank circulation based 
on actual capital. Have you got any bette: 
authority than Iain? [Laughter.] Yes, sir; 
in my judgment you have got better authority 
than L am, and, I say it with all deference, 
better authority than the Senator from Massa: 
chusetts, or the Senator from Indiana, or the 
| authority which the Senator from Ohio quotes. 

The bank Comptroller tells us—is he not good 
authority ?—that no statesman can guess how 
much currency you want. No human intelli- 
gence, says Professor Newman, can determine 
how much currency is needed for a commu 
nity. But I will tell you how you can make 
the thing absolutely certain: just make it free, 
taking care that you do not inflate ; give to all 
men this privilege of issuing bank notes upon 
the same conditions on which you allow any 
man to issue them, taking care that national 
notes be retired as bank notes come before the 
‘community. If the Senator from Ohio is rig! 
in supposing that $45,000,000 is all that the 
West and the South need only $45,000,000 ot 
| bank notes will be put in circulation. If the 
Senator from Indiana is right in supposing that 
$65,000,000 is all that the West and the South 
| need only $65,000,000 will be put afloat. li 
the Senator from Massachusetts, on the con- 
trary, is right in supposing that $200,000, 000 is 
wauted, then the West and the South together 
with the East and the North will have the pris 
ilege of putting $200,000,000 afloat upon tue 
community. ‘lhe Senator from Indiana ques 
tions the Senator from Ohio, and I think per- 
tinently and forcibly, ‘‘ Why do you stop &t 
, $45,000,000? more is needed.’? ‘The Senator 
from Massachusetts just as pertinently, in my 
judgment, and just as forcibly, questions the 
Senator from Indiana, ‘‘ Why do you stop a 
$65,000,000? more is needed.’’ And | think, 
Mr. President, I say it with all deference, that 
|| I may just as pertinently and forcibly question 
| the Senator from Massachusetts, ‘* Why do you 
| stop at $500,000,000? How do you know that 


ake 


u 
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State :notneeded? Take offyour restriction, Tre asury has bet one me ay of ret iring them that | spend any time upon this point. If it is desir 


tas every portion of the country a fair chance | I know of, and that is] y app! lying she » revenues | able to help them fight back the t ef eream: 
in hiy rivilege 5 they will not invest any more de ‘rived from eaten n to the c ancellatior 1 of heeks which new tends { ened th Pac fic 
Ula they want, and your currency cannot be | the notes. That does not agree with the theory || coast why engagein it? I have notany stom 
two ) Jif yout ike care that one kind of paper || ot the Senator from Massachusetts to reduce ach for it myself. I do not care about seeing 
y red as fast as al nother comes into use. taxation. He wants to lesse +n the taxation. If a clearing-house opened at Ogden at which | 
ba ‘ the ¢ ybjection to this? Is there anyin | the Senator would point out, as he must have || traveler to the Pac ific ecent m ist unload his 
be by 1 except the supposition that the peo- | reflected on that point, a he means to have || greenbacks and load up with coin in order t 
AS In fer United St ates notes to bank notes? | these $200,000,000 retired, and it does not in- || get along comfortably and conveniently when 
all that the only objection to this propost- volve the people in new burdens, I shall agree || he arrives in California or arrives in Oregon. 
= ; Dut 16 Chas SUPE position well grot inde 1? | to his proposition very readily lhere is one But if it is thought desirable | have no obje 
tiny ' lead sure the people prefer United | way in which that can be done, and that is by || tion toit. 1 have tried it once, and I know th 
tion sh <jates notes to bank notes? If you are, and funding these notes. thine is p ssible. I have no ‘ j “ tion to ao 


in | : mean to gratify the people, if you know The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Suerman] has || ing it again. On this side what will be 


ily 





AN ( id you mean to administer this Govern- two or three times protested against mixin: gup effect ? It seems to me it will not only ha 
iS Cl) , ording to their will, why do you not this funding busine ss witht he banking question. the effect which | ascribed to it the other d 5 
Lhe w ir, other thing and wipe your banks right | confess that to my mind these two st ibjects that of licensing and legalizing what | cannot 
leas, existence? Ifthey prefer national notes | have always seemed indissolubly ended: I help but con ider the worst traffic in this coun 
rs, 0 m national er a do not know but that the Finance Committee || try, that is, the traffic in gold; but it will have 
ed ar , Mr. Pre sident, | do not believe that the can separate them, treat them se part ately and the effect to increase and to aggravate that 
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ip gas I think I do, that the West and | you must have new banks. If they do not || coin in the Treasury belonging to such an i 
aia ce cmciieenn ey - +] . ; 1} . 

inks, ith are greatly aoa by the existing mean to propose the substitution, then you oneeen Not a dollar of that can go out « 
ras ¢ ah: . 


ret S08 r of things, L am bound to vote for the | must have contraction inevitably. I do not || the Treasury. ‘There itisa warehouse rece! 
@ re which I think will afford the most ; believe the Finance Committee are ever going thing more nor less. The I'reasury is bound 























be { If I can get nothing better, of course | to propose, certainly not this year or next, || to y kk ep that coin there; it earns nothing. H 
a | vote for the proposition of the Finance § the fund ‘ your J'reasury notes in six per || in the onal the Government ever concluded 
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is there if I cannot get anything better; but 
having got all that the best of you propose, 
all that the Senator from Massachusetts pro- 
poses, I shall be bound to say what [ said the 
other day, that you have not broken up the 
monopoly, you have not decreed equal rights 
in reference to this franchise—the franchise 
of banking. 

Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President, I simply 
wish to answer the question of the Senator from 
Wisconsin with regard to the gold notes issued 
by the ‘l'reasury of the United States. Those 
wold notes circulate precisely as bank bills, not 
in the name of the individuals depositing the 
gold, but as bills of issue. ‘They are like $500 
bank bills, payable not to any particular indi- 
vidual, but to the bearer. ‘They are issued, it 
is true, for the gold deposited, or they are paid 
out in payment of interest of the Government, 


just the same as bank bills are for any other | 


purpose, So far as the issue of gold notes upon 
the deposit of bonds of the Government of the 
United States, as provided in this bill, is con- 
cerned, | say that that is a better security than 
the Government of the United States can give 
in issuing such notes, because they have out- 
standing now some forty or fifty millions of 
gold certificates, and they may to-day sell the 
gold or pay out gold, so that they may not have 
more than $30,000,000 of gold in the Treas 
ury. Suppose we have only $80,000,000 of gold 
and $40,000,000 of certificates are presented ; 
you may break the Treasury. A bank has to 
look to its resources as well as the ‘l'reasury. 
You may say that the Treasury will not do 
that; but I say there is no provision of law 
whereby they may not do it. They may pay 
out all the gold in the Treasury and have these 
certificates yet outstanding. So I say a bank 
established on this basis and issuing gold notes 
is actually better secured and its currency is 
safer than the gold certificates now issued by 
the Government. 
this basis and issue only eighty per cent. of 
notes for one hundred per cent. of bonds 


deposited with the Government of the United | 


States, and then they are compelled by law to 
retain twenty-five per cent. of gold on hand, 
you have not only the bonds but the reserve 
of twenty-five per cent. in the banks, and they 
are subject to be called upon according to law 
at any time for a statement as to how they 
stood on any past day, like any other national 


around these banks of issue of gold notes that 
is thrown around the national banks, only the 
security 18 greater. 

Mr. SAWYER, 
ened to this debate with a great deal of atten- 
tion and with great satisfaction. I do not think 
the bill before the Senate is all that could be 
desired, but I think with some of the amend- 


ments which have been proposed it will go far | 


toward rélieving the wants of the portions of 
the country which are without their fair pro- 
portion of the cireulation of the national banks. 
At the last session the bill which passed the 
Senate proposed to take $30,000,000 of circu- 
lation from those States which had an excess 
of national bank circulation and distribute it 
to those that had less than their proportion. 
I voted for that bill then, although it was said 


that by voting for it we were doing a great | 


injustice to certain States. I did not then 
er that we were doing injustice to any- 
ody, and I confess that I must ask pardon if 
my eyes are no clearer to-day. 

{ cannot forget that about 1860 the circula- 
tion of all the banks in the United States was 
only about two hundred and two million dol- 
lars, and that at that time the three States 
which are most largely in excess in this matter 
of national bank circulation, namely, Massa- 


chusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, had || 


but one sixth of that circulation. Their uni- 


ted bank circulation at that time was one sixth | 


of the circulation of all. It 


twenty-nine and a half per cent. or there- 
nbouts—hetween twenty-nine and thirty per 


If banks are established on | 


Mr. President, I have list- | 


is now about | 


cent.—of the whole circulation. There has 
been atime since the formation of the national 
banks when it was forty-one per cent. of the 
whole circulation, 

Let us contrast with the condition of those 
three States the condition of some other States. 
lake the States of Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama. In 
1860, when the percentage of the whole bank 
circulation of the United States held by the 


| three States of New England which I have 
| named was one sixth, the circulation of these 


southern States was twenty-two per cent. of 
the whole circulation of the United States. 


| That was the relation which those two sets of 


States held with regard to each other and with 
regard to the whole amount of circulation when 
banking was entirely free and every State could 
have just as much circulation as its Legislature 
chose to authorize or as its capital demanded. 
‘Those three New England States had one sixth 
of the entire circulation, and the States which 
1 have named in the South had twenty-two hun- 
dredths, or over one third more than the three 
New England States. Now those three States 
have twenty-nine per cent. and the States I 


| have named in the South have tavo per cent. of 


} 
thenationalcireulation. Atthis time the States 


of Virginia, the two Carolinas, Georgia, and | 


Alabama have only two per cent. of the entire 


| amount of national bank cireulation, 


Capital in those States would gladly establish 
banks of issue under State law, but in those 
States, as in the rest of the country, banks of 
issue are taxed out of existence under the 
national banking law. Weare therefore bound 
to fall back upon the national banking act for 


| banking facilities, and as the Government has 
taken possession and control of the business 


| . . . } 
| of national banking, were we about to adjust | 


the system anew, | sopposeno one would deny 


| that the facilities offered by the system should 


be distributed somewhat as they were pre- 
seribed to be distributed in the original bank 
act; that is, partially on population and par- 
tially on the business necessities, resources, and 
business transactions of the various parts of 
the country. 

Now I see nothing specially in the business 


of the New England States or any of the north- | 
ern States which at the present time would | 
| indicate that they require a larger percentage 


|| of the whole circulation than they did in 1860 
banks, Consequently the same guard is thrown | 








except this one fact: the business of national 
banking having proved one of the most profit- 
able kinds of business in the country, they, 
with that enterprise which characterizes their 


people, have gone into it, and they wish to main: | 


tain control of it. That reason exists for keep- 
ing that excess of circulation in those States. 


| They have managed to put the rest of the 
country in a condition where every single trans- | 


action which occurs must pay tribute to the 
monetary power centered there. The money 
which has been put into national banks in those 


States which have an excess has come to be a | 
power which stretches its arms over every State | 


in the Union; and every planter, every pro- 
ducer of those great staples which enable us to 
pay our debts to foreign nations, has to pay a 
tribute to the bankers in the States which have 
this excess of circulation. That is a reason 


why this state of things should continue, and | 
it seems to me to be the only reason. 


It cer- 
tainly cannot be asserted on this floor, and I 
believe it has not been, that the legittnate, 
ordinary, commercial and industrial transac- 
tions and operations of the States having this 


|, excess demand anything like this excess of cur- 


rency. ‘The reason is that they wish to supply, 
and do supply, the South and the West with the 
money to produce and to move the great staples 
which are so important in our national econ- 
omy. ‘lThatis the single reason why this excess 


|, of currency should be left there. 


} 





And yet, | do not forget that if we encroach 


upon the circulation of those States, if we take 


from their banks a part of that circulation, it 
may produce, and will produce, disturbances 
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which will affect not merely the peon] 
own the stocks of those banks and who 
deriving incomes from that stock, but ale. 
people whom the Senators from the Wee 
the Senators from the South represent | 
As the Senator from Wisconsin has said, ] 
not kuow but that some of my constiiy 
may be ruined by the withdrawal of ¢’, 
tion from New England banks. I do not | 
that a contraction in the currency of { 
parts of the country might not extend {, ; 
South and West and produce more i; 
us in that direction than any expansion , 
own banking facilities would produce ¢ 
taking currency from them and giving it: 
people. 

Sut it seems to me that the small am, 


proposed by the amendment of th 


the banks in those States which have thee, 
of circulation, after the $52,000,000 wh; 
proposed in another amendment of that So, 
tor hus been made use of, without any serio 
disturbance. The retiring of the three 
cent. certificates, and the substitution of ; 
tional bank circulation in their place, 
probably supply the pressing and immed 
wants of the West and South. But it has} 
remarked that this would be altogether inad 
quate. Wewant more. There will be mo, 
than forty-five million dollars, more than fi 
two million dollars wanted within no very gy 
length of time; and therefore I think it would 
be wise for us to adopt the amendment of t 
Senator from Indiana withdrawing $13,000,000) 
from the banks in the States which have 
excess of this circulation. That would « 
tainly produce no great disturbance, especially 
ifthat withdrawal should not take place till som: 
future time after the issue of the $45,000,000, 
which is provided for by the retirement of t 
three per cent. certificates. Those banks would 
gradually prepare themselves for this with 
drawal. The business community would pre: 
pare themselves for this withdrawal. I hope, 
therefore, that the amendment will be adopted. 

There is probably reason for a difference 
opinion about that portion of this bill which 
proposes to establish banks upon a gold basis, 
but I confess | have heard no special reason 
urged here to make me believe that it is danger 
ous. I doubt very much whether we shall sec 
banks established on the Atlantic coast under 
the last three sections of this bill; but if they 
are established, I see no reason why they should 
not be just the same as anyother banks. Cer- 
tainly their notes are just as well secured as 
the notes of the other national banks. ‘The 
same security exists for the holder of the note. 
If there is no profit in establishing such banks 
it will simply be a proposition which will have 
no effect. Our friends on the Pacific coast, on 
the other hand, claim that it is necessary to 
help them; and it seems to me that if they 
want this plan or anything like this, there can 
be no valid objection urged against trying it. 
It certainly can do no harm, and it may do 
good. 

I did not rise to make any extended remarks 
on this question, because it has been discussed 
so long and so much has been said about it that 
everybody I believe, as the Senator from Wi: 
consin says, is agreed about the disease, ani 
I regret that we are not all agreed on the rem- 
edy. I do not believe that the bill of the com 
mittee is the best bill that could be drawn; 
but it has the sanction of the committee ant 
has been carefully considered. I do believe 
it will help the South and West out of most 0: 
their difficulties, certainly for the next two or 
three years; and I believe it is the best meas 
ure we can get. I have no anticipation that 


such an amendment as that proposed by the 
Senator from Massachusetts would prevail in 
the other House if we were to pass it here. | 
think that the bill with the amendment of the 
|| Senator from Indiana would be more likely to 

pass in the other House than it will be without 
' that amendment, because there was a disposl 


isi. 
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over us; and the law went so far as to abso the three pr . were all held by the bank expe 1 that bankers will have control of 
confiscate the circulation of the New || at this ti: them, and there will be no more dang 
| ind and New York banks unless they Mr. SHERMAN. ‘That ist bank that pays specie for its notes aiding and 
Pen should come into the new system. ‘Their cir- Mr. MORRILL, of Vermo Ih ting ld rs, of which my f 
I ( tion was to be subjected to a tax that in my understanding Il s posed that , fro W isc in has so much apprehe 
; : t 1d would amount to absolute confiscation. || millions of them were held private } 3. | than tl the banks that issue notes aid 
When these national banks were instituted || They have been so held heretofors It may | ing them, for the same facilities can be granted 
and United States notes were issued the great be the fact that tl ey are now aii h i py th py one a the other and at no more c i 
West owed the East not less than $200,000,000, |) banks. that kind of speculations. It istobe observ 
which was paid off in a depreciated currency, Mr. MORTON. That was when the quantity | that these banks will be conducted upon a 
greatly to the benefit and convenience of th was in excess up to about seventy mulilor pecie basis from the outset. They will take 
debtors. The West is no longer indebted to |} dollars. no securities and no deposits but such as rep- 
the East, and I rejoice that this is the fact. Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. A ec let reset n; and the Government itself will 
‘hey had the advantage of this system, and’|| able portion of them were then so held, and probably be relieved from doing a coin bank- 
they are now much more indepe ndent than Suppose some are now. i mn !t MAK tb ing business of 1 rty or fitty million dollars, 
before the war. The South was n yt in a con- } int pi iiner still that the main part of th which they are at present doing without pay 
dition, of course, being in rebellion, to avail || sum is to come out of the New E ind and or profit, for the parties who deposit gold now 
itself of the banking privileges which were || Now York banks. They will have to cut shor with the United States would be sure to dey 
granted. But is it any reproach that the State their accommodations to the } ic for what with banks where they might do business with 
that were loyal to the Union a ‘cepted these | ever amount they do h 1 at any rate. greater facility and with greater advant 
provisions of law by which a new banking s) (he Senator from Wisconsin says that | It is known, as was stated by the cha 
tem was to be inaugurated f Was it any re know e banks « t] Mast ¢ } iord to par e Committee on Finan es , tnat 
proach to the West that they had not the means | with this amount of capital—$13,000,000 in || am t of business is done in relat ft 
at that time of accepting the privileges tha addition to the $52,000,000 pl 1 by ported goods, especially goods from Kast India, 
were granted or that they failed to come up | the Senator from Indiana. In effect, hisamend a gold basis. They are nearly always sold 
} and ask for banks under the new system ? The me to enial the an L pr sed Dy t for gold. Coffee is aiways sold rg 5 ¢ ut 
, system was accepte d slowly and at the time Com @ ¢ finance by >2U0,000,000 Lt une and various other art are aiwa 
with profound reluctance everywhere. Capital | Senator from | ronsin 1s mistaken if lj id in the market f old. I see, even by 


was fully employ ed elsewhere. } . { Ltne New En riand DaUKs Lhe DaNKS papers } ublished in Boston, tha many of the 
Why, sir, the Government honds were urged |' of the East can afford to part with this amount || banks there if this bill sho ild pass are propos- 
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g to change from banks circulating only paper | 


money to banks issuing paper payable in gold. 
| have no sortot doubt, it these banks shouid 
be allowed under the - resent bill, that we should 
oon have them a \l along the Atlantie coast, 
especially if it was be lewed that the country 
was soon or ever to resume spec ie payme nts, 
because they 
ndvanee of others and be ready to avail them- 
es ot banking privileges. In r¢ ference to 

| an! ing on the Pacific coast, the re is Ho diffi- 
one there even with a mixed currency. I 
found when there last season that the banks 


were very willing to receive bills at the usual 
ite of discount, the same as specie. | hey 
would take United States notes or national 


bank notes tor eventy-five cents on the dollar 
and count them the same asspecie; and I have 
no doubt that here on ithe Atlantic coast bills 


would be received in the same way and there | 


would peno sort of difliculty in managing such 
banks. We have authorized gold contracts ; 
we demand gold for duties on imposts; we 
int Lo approach specie payments; then why 
not give some facilities for commencing such 
Now, Mr. President, there being as itseems 
me a fair proposition before the Senate, one 
which will answer all the exigencies of the 
will be content to 


' , 
eountry, | hope menator 


forego any amendments and allow a fair and 
juare volte upon the proposition ofthe Finance 
Committee, which is in entire accord with the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Mer. MORTON, Mr. President,weare assured 


by the Senator from Vermont and by the Sen- 
or from Ohio that $45,000,000 of national 


nking currency will be all that the South and 
Vest will require for awhile, for a year or two. 
fie Senator from Ohio yesterday said that 


»,000,000 would answer for a year or two, 
and that Congress would again be in sesston 
next winter, and then there could be a further 

ipply granted to the West and South. Sir, 


what is the object of a confessedly lialf-way 
measure, and holding out the prospect that at 


the nextsession of Congress we can get relief? 


Sir, it is now more than four years since this 


great inequality in the currency has existed | 


between the Hast and West; and up to this 
time, with all the efforts that have been made, 
no relief has been granted: and 1 undertake 
io say that if we do not get the relief and all 
we wantin this bill we shall not get another 
bill, Why do gentlemen want to give us a 


little relief and tell us that when this is used 
up, next winter Congress will be in session | 
nd they will give us more? After the lapse 
of four years, W vith this monstrous inequs lity, 
this monstrous injustice existing all the time, 


there has been no relief. And now we are 
asked to take $45,000,000, which will answer 

. few months, and to expect that next win- 
ter a litthe more will be doled out to us. Sir, 
you had better grant too much than too little. 
We are now asking by amendments to this 
bill to make the amount $65,000,000, and if 
only $45,000,000 shall be taken there will be 
no harm done by granting us $65,000,000 to 
he taken in case that much shall be needed. 
if all that is granted is not taken what harm 
is done by granting it? 

lhe Senator from Ohio said yesterday, in 

‘ing about those provisions of the bill that 
© the establishment of coin banks, that 
i! there were no banks established under those 
‘chons no harm would be done. I retort the 


ai 
AULDOrIZ 


Ri 


argument upon him: if this bill provides for | 


giving $65,000,000 to the West and South and 
it is not all taken there is no harm done; but 
if it only gives us $45,000,000 and it turns out 
that we want $65,000,000, then there is harm 
done. Why stint us; why dole out to us 

15,000,000 only? I stated the other day that 
thesix NewKngland Statesand NewYork, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Mary- 
land had $242,000,000 out of $3500,000,000 ; 
that having a little over one fourth of the p po 

ulation those States had $242,000,000 out of || 


would get the right to bank in | 


| held by the banks in the 


| tributed all over 
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$800,000,000 of national bank currency; and 
the other States, having nearly three fourths 
of the population, had less than 358,000,000, 
Now, sir, w hen you put $65,000, 000 on to that 
18,000,000 how much have we? A little over 
a heeded millions; about one hundred and 
twenty million dollars to near three fourths of 
the entire population, and very nearly two hun- 
dred mitiion dollars still preserved to the States 
having a litthe more than one fourth of the 
entire population. Why is this policy to be 
pursued? 
policy toward the West and South; and I would 


so grudgingly allows the Wes st and South to have 
the poor privilege of even $65,000,000, telling 
us that we ought to put up ‘with 245,900,000, 
and that that ig as much as we need? aes 
does he know it is as muchas we need? If we 
do not need the $65,000,000 we wiil not take 
it, and no harm is done; but if we do need it 
we ought to have it, aud Senators coming from 


the eastern States ought to be liberal on that | 


{tis to the 
should be 


subject, and | exhort them to be. 
interest of their States that they 
liberal. 

Now, I want to say in regard to New Eng: 
land that I have no feeling on this subject; I 
do not blame the New England folks for taking 
this amount of currency when the Government 
here would give it to them. 
them to instruct the Government in the law. 
When the Comptroller of the Currency and 
the Secretary of the ireasury were willing to 
give them nearly all of this currency it was not 
for the New England capitalists to stand back 
and say, ‘‘ We ‘think you give a wrong con- 
struction to the law.’’ Ido not blame ‘them ; 


| but nevertheless the oe aie exists, and the 


injustice and the hardship CXisi, and we are 
uow proposing to remedy it in a way that 
will do the least possible harm to New Eng 
land. My amendments only propose to take 
$18,000,000 from the eastern States in excess, 
and these $13,000,000 are not to be taken until 
after the $52,000,000 provided for in the first 
section shall have been exhausted. W hy, sir, 
if we do not exhaust the $52,000,000, and do 
not need any more, then not one dollar is 
taken from the eastern States. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The Senator, 
I think, must have failed to listen to the point 
which | made, that the whole $45,000,000 will 
be taken mainly from those States. 

Mr. MORTON. I intended to come to that 
point, and I think that my friend will find that 
the fact does not sustain him. He says these 
$45,000,000 of three per cent. certificates are 
astern States as a 
reserve, and therefore, when you take up 
these certificates and issue national bank cur- 
rency instead thereof, it is a hardship upon 
the eastern banks because it is taking from 
them what they now have. Why, sir, it is a 
privilege to the eastern banks to hold their 
reserve in three per cent. certificates, It is 


not the right of any bank to have interest upon | 


its reserve; but it has been so managed that 
the eastern banks have been permitted to hold 
their reserve chiefly in certificates, and have 
thereby got interest upon their reserve, while 
the western banks and the southern banks have 
been compelled to hold their reserve in green- 
backs, upon which they get no interest. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 do not like to see the 
honorable Senator in error, I have reports 
here showing the precise distribution of these 
three per cent. certificates, and they are dis- 
the country pretty fairly. 
There is more in New York than there is iv 
all New England. 

Mr. MORTON. I can show the Senator 
about that. lam taking the Senator's state- 
ment that it is all held in the Kast. 

Mr. SUMNER. I remarked yesterday that 
they were held chiefly by those who were iu 
| the quickest relations with W ashington, and 
| therefi fore could get them the easiest. 


Mr, SHERMAN, On the contrary, the | 


It must be called a parsimonious || 


It was not for |! 


|| three million dollars; and all the rest is he 
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Senator will see by the table that th, 
pretty fairly distributed among tho 
banks, $18,000,000 alone being held ; 
city of New York, only $4,000,000 in B 
and a great deal more of these eer 
are held in P a 1 than Boston. 
Mr. SUMNER. The Senator is aware 
they did go to the country banks. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Yes; there 


il 


ig nearly 


| million held in my own State. 


Mr. MORTON. The Senator from y 


mont is not right in saying they are all hy 


| in the East, and the Senator from Obio : 
ask the Senator from Vermont why it is that he |! ; 


clearly incorrect in saying that they are « qui 
ee or pretty fairly distributed, 
“ause it is not so. These certificates 

nearly all held in the eastern Stat es, and +, 
that extent their banks have an adyantova 
over the country banks, because the lat, 
are required to hold their reserve in green 
backs, upon which they get no interest. | ¢ 
refer to the tables to show for that so fay 
the general reserve ofthe banks outside of ) 
redemption cities and outside of New Yor js 
concerned, the total amount of their resepy. 
held in three per cent. certificates in {he 
month of October last was 33,7 95,000. That 
is an answer to the Senator’s statement 


Mr. SHERMAN. Where ? 

Mr. MORTON, The whole amount of the 
reserve held by the banks outside of the nine 
reder mption cities and outside of the city of 
New York in these certificates was a little over 


s 


A 


i 
in the large cities. My reference to thi 
simply to answer the Senator from Vermon 
who complains that our taking the $45,000,(.4 
of three per cent. certificates from the easiern 
States isa hardship to them. I say to him 
is no hardship to take that from those. banks, 
because they have no right morally or in any 
other way to hold their reserves in such a for: 
as to get interest upon them while all the banks 
in the West and South have to hold their ve- 
serves in greenbacks and get no interest, 
Now, a word in regard to the question 
whether $45,000,000 are suflicient. If the}! 


‘| is limited to $45,000,000 I am perfectly sa 


fied, from the information I have upon the 
subject, that the State of Ohio, the State of 
Indiana, the State of Illinois, the State of 
Missouri, the State of Wisconsin, the State of 
Iowa, and the State of Minuesota will not get 
a dollar of circulation... We needa large addi- 
tion to the banking capital in my own State; 
so they do in Illinois, and so they do in Ohio, 


| Why, sir, look at the monstrous inequality 


among the cities. 1 have here a little stat 

ment “showing how this matter stands with 
regard to some of the principal cities. For 
example, here is the city.of Cincinnati, with a 


| population of three hundred and fifty thousand 


and an immense commerce and immense man: 
ufactures, and she has got $2,333,000 ot 
uational banking circulation. Here is the city 


| of Chicago, with a population of three hundred 


thousand, the greatest grain market in the world, 


| with acommerce only second to that of the city 
/of New York; and what has Chicago got? 


Chicago, with a population of three hundred 
thousand, has $5,400,000. Then here is the 
city of Indianapolis, with a population of fifty: 
five thousand, that has got $1,620,000. Detroit, 
with a population of eighty thousand, has 
$1,575,000. Milwaukee, with a population 
of one hundred and five thousand, has got 
$765,000. St. Louis, with a population of 
two hundred and thirty thousand, has got 
$6,129,000. Milwaukee is next to Chicago as 
a wheat market, as I am advised, and she has 
ouly $765,000 of national bank circulation. 
Now, we come to New York with a popula- 
tion perhaps in round numbers of nine hundred 
thousand. It has about $60,000,000, Boston, 
with a population of two handred and fifty 
thousand, has $41,000,000. Providence, with 
a population of thirty-five thousand, has nearly 
316,000,000. Hartford, with a population of 


twenty-five thousand, has $7,062,000, The 
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:that I have named, with a united 


n of one million and twenty thousand, 
im of $18,822,000 national 


enormou 
lation altogether, while these four 
cities, with a united population of one 
» two hundred and twenty-five thousand, 
130,940,000! These great cities in the 
int more than double what they have 
more than t 
lhey can take it with 


iT hey can take 
they now have. 


than they took what they did take 


Wiee tne 


al 
J or five years ago. Why give it to them 
Ol ly, L again ask? 

eq ' that this bill is to be limited to 
si 00.000, and these great centers of com- 


t o are to be denied a single dollar? What 


, ectof it? If this purpose is adhered 
vant e country must settle down upon the con- 
a lat yn thatit is to give to the States and cities, 


re they now have it, a continued monopoly 


7, expense of others. I do not indulge 
eling: I do not want to be forced to do 
cas it { do exhort our friends in the eastern 
York js to be liberal upon this subject, because 
do not help their friends in the West 
in » get what they want, I tell you 


South t 
Lol } . "ne 4" - 2 29 
help themselves after awhile. That 

° r ‘ 

ill re is OF 1b. 

Now, Mr. President, a word two 

o the Senator from Ohio [ Mr. Tn 
and the Senator from Kentucky, [ Mr. 

on isvis.| I do not feel, as several Senators do, 

t | want aredistribution simply for the pur- 


Ol in 


ig nose of making things equal. Ido not want 
tk take anything from New England simply 
that purpose. If we can get as much cur- 

) ney in the West as we want without taking 


lar from New England I prefer to do it. 

li Ido not want to disturb them. But the Sen- 
rfrom Kentucky seems unwilling to take 

245,000,000 by way of taking up the three 
rcents, and wants $60,000,000 to be taken 

ely from the Kast. Then what is he going 

to do with the $45,000,000 of three per cents. ? 
He admits, and so does the Senator from 

), (Mr. Taurman,] that the $45,000,000 

ht to be taken up; that we are paying 

erest On currency when we ought not to 

but they seem to be unwilling to get 
15,000,000 for the West by taking up the 

$45,000,000 of three per cents., and insist 

ipon redistribution to the actual amount of 
,000,000. I do not sympathize with that 
add ing atall. Weoughtto have $65,000,000, 
tate ; ind lam perfectly willing to take forty-five or 
Yhio, fifty-two millions of that amount, not by way 
{ taking it from New England, but by way 
taking up the three per cent. certificates ; 

| then if we need $13,000,000 more we 
Po hall ask our friends in the East to 


SO: 


give us 
m their abundance, and I[ think they ought 
to come forward unitedly and support this 


au proposition. 

) Mr. President, I want to say a word or two 
city in regard to this coin-note business. I believe 
d that that provision is a dangerous one. I 
yrld, believe it will be dangerous to allow banks to 
be established upon that basis, especially east 

got! of the Rocky mountains, and I believe it upon 
the ground that they will be used for gold- 
sambling purposes, and that they cannot be 
ifty- ised in any other way. ‘The Senator from 
it, Ohio [Mr. Suerman] talks about coin notes 
circulating in New York, and he made a state- 
nent yesterday that surprised me. Of course 
the Senator understands it in that way, but I 
of call his attention to it. 


i refer is that there were more coin notes cir- 


D as iting in New York to-day than greenhacks, 
has ind more business done by the use of such 


, . tes than by greenbacks. 

ila- Mr. SHERMAN. I repeat the same now. 

ir. MORTON. My friend says he repeats it. 
Mr. SHERMAN. There is no doubt of it. 
y Mr. MORTON. Of course the Senator under- 

ith ‘ands it in that way, but I donot. What he 

rly calls coin notes have no circulation in New 

Lork, 


Mr, SHERMAN, 


ny 
an 


Coin certificates. 


The statement to which 
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Mr. MORTON Lhey ( ’ when was l 
rere ; that i ’ y have y circula x . , 
tion at all iti ud of cir: } ly nle y i 
rold has We know at gold | no < ' N 
tion as a curren y kno im} i I fi . 
rt cle yf mercnan i ie certifi ‘ ( 5 i t 
lepo t whi h i l ued vt ( ver! it Db y 
ul d used in the city of New York are used heir paper w ve | ( l 
simply a 1e tit] so much merchandise, 1 th | 
so much propert nd ar houg and sold n | 
imply as the represent ‘3 of so much gold || twenty 1 
mn cle I sit ( Cr aet i i i 
they wel put itl rm ot Dank ! ‘ ‘ ) ite th rie { ' 
}hat mak no dii ( th are mad f diy may und i 
} yable to bearer f convenience but they bine ( i Vv mat u 
simply certif that much ¢ a been ind made from a very « ting 
deposited in the Tr iry of the United State that if banks were estal hed | 
and the ‘l’reasu ha t to hold that rid 1 bas the city of New Yor l 
ther every ao ir ol » lor ie use of tl I I i for | pur . t Ww 
aepositor or wa ver presents that ceruuhica ul I ire OL ¢ MI hou tor r 
These certificat id upon » Old ex ratio hey could | of . 
change: t} ar 1 by the broke: st lik wnybody | he ne a } , 
the gold itself and in no other cha Itisa | and I undertake to say tha ' 
misnomer to call it circulation; it has not on was availed of in that « y V 
element of circulation asa curret butit sim lect of furthering operatior 
ply circulates, so to speak, m¢ conveniently \s { 3 tl Pacifie Sta a 
than the gold Ol the g rid merchand would, poss} le the I nk CO i \ 
and if simply represents it, he Senator from ul e, D tney couid not live an l 
Minnesota | Mr NortTon | iggest hat you LOI in t was understood i 
might as well call bills of sale of } Fi il pr tu I ur ld im the rva é \ 
erty circulation or currency, because they pass || of paper they had out Lt ‘ 
in just the same way. No,sir; i 1 miscon- iated there would b ! 
ception to call these certitica 3 currency. A banks, there would | an a 
deposits his gold to-day; he ha 1,000,000 in 1e gold. The Senator from Ohio ‘ 
gold: he does not know what to do with he lay t ! ! would ha niid 
roes and hands it over to the T'r ry of the i th banks and would n 
[ nited States and g ts a certincate of dep I t What will conf ) 
The ‘Treasury can make no us f it. a i ser tf ap non g of ty 
makes none. ine gola 1s the I be Li ide! L Ve 
given back to the depositor. A cer L ¢ 1} 1 much; | ( id | 
tiheate to-morrow to an 1n porter, who has to ) nd it ol a pl l 
have the gold with which to pay dut ,and he cent. ¢ i man ‘J 
takes the certificate to the Treasury and draw ind there is a nan 
out the gold and pays it into the custom-house. an Lit at ay ni V 
By this time B has got gold, and he goes and | five per ¢ h l at onee t , 
deposits it, and so it goes on from day to day he bank and d the gold. | 
one man deposits and draws out, another man vi to talk about « in t 
deposits and draws out, and the amount is k 1 ther 1 demand fo1 | 
about the same—about thirty-six million dol h demand mus e suy ] Ly 
lars L believe it is now, and has been to V will get th d wherever they can gy \ 
eral months. The Government makes noth the easiest and | 
by it. I 1am eau tha 1e ¢ 
The Senator from Oregon said the ( n- || of G rn 0 ye k 
ment might sellits gold down below theamount Governm¢ y| rin 
it had certificates out, but then there would be uu So 9 V1 ynnot be 
a run on the Government for gold. it | ( ( ni ( n tha 
never done so, and it would be bad faith on n ¢ i 
the part of the Government to do so, and é \ a t ! | | 
Government would have a run up ired 
attempted it, for, as I sai 1 the « ier day, ‘ 1 
were understood that the gold in the lrea ry i i ) 
had ran down $10,000,000 below th preu 
cates of deposit there would be a run upon the ts own note 
Government at once, just } isely t} ’ Stat 
used to be a run upon the banks under : ) 
same circumstances. ed § | | 
Mr. President, the Senator from Ohio | M | ( ( 
SHERM AN] yesterday made another iten t i he | 
to which I desire to call your atten! . LO t } 
show that these gold notes cann » into t ' f f 
culation and would be kept out, having only , 
basisof twenty-five per cent. in gold in the | I 
of the bank, he referred to the old I j { 
banking before the war, when sp vs { 
banks could keep their paper afloatif tl le w ' 
had twenty-five per cent. of specie 1 h 
vaults. Now. is it possit le that tl pen r i i I A 
from Ohio will compare a bank ¢ d ip] 
a specie basis in New York no \ n tl I i th i 
are $700,000,000 of overshadowing ¢ l ‘ ‘ t 
that is depreciate 1, when goldis ata premium 
of tw uty per cent., and when the : iai gold yu | 
must be had to nav dutie itt ecu l i 
of the United States -will he « it i suk ( n 
established under such circuu ( Oo an t and 
old specie-payi if bank before the war, when . t 
| there was no overshadowing currency Ol @ YANKS ¢ Lu ) ’ } ge t , 
| depreciated character, when there was no pre- '! to continue to refuse to receive the ordinary 
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currency of this country we are not doing thenr 
or doing ourselves any favor. 


Mr. CASSIE RLY. Will the Senator from 
Indiana yield a moment for a remark in refer 
ence tothe observations he has just made upon 
the condition of the currency in California, as 


well as the observations of the Senator from 
Wisconsin who spoke this morning on the same 
ihyect? 

MORTON. I1 
momenta, 

CASSERLY. It seems to be thought 
by some Senators that in California there is a 
constant resistance on the part of the people 
tthe greenback currency, and that almost 
stand atthe point where the 
line of the Pacific 


will give way for a few 


Again 
aword in hand they 


two currencies meet on the 


railroad for the purpose of preventing an influx 
of greenbacks upon the Pacific coast. There | 
can ecarcely be a greater mistake. The people 
of California have no objection to the presence 
of any amount of greenbacks in their State or 


Chey never have objected to 
them. ‘They have alwaystaken them for what 
they were worth there. They have taken them 
on the best te at three fourths of one per 
cent, to one and one half per cent. more than 
worth on this side of the continent, 
including either of the States represented b 'V 
the tw :{Mr. Howe and Mr. Morroy | 
who have spoken here to-day. 

Without meaning to interrupt at any lengih 


on that coast. 


rms, 


tney were 


omsenators 


the course of remark of the Senator from 
Indiana, L have to say that the position of 
California on this subjectisa plain one. There 


were two kinds of lawful money in the coun- 


try shortly after the breaking out of the war. 
One kind was gold; the other kind was paper, 
and paper that was inconvertible. California 
by provisions in her State constitution had 
forbidden @ paper currency within her borders ; 
consequently her basis for all business trans- 
actions was gold and silver. ‘These formed 
her standard of values. ‘To that system she 
adhered. When the rest of the country changed 
she did not. Yet it would not be true to say 


that she was hostile to the greenbacks. She 
Was 
to the settled standard ; that is, at their value 
in gold and silver, 
this course? She has had a statute of her own, 
which was merely declaratory of the law, that 
& man might contract in either kind of lawful 
money—coin or paper. There was besides, 
undoubtedly, a strong public opinion in Cal- 
ifornia, which ought to have prevailed in every 
St that when a man made a contract to 
pay in gold he ought not to be suffered to dis- 
charge it in inconvertible paper ata heavy dis- 
count, The public opinion of California has 
been strong enough to treat such an attempt 
as dis i morable and the man who made it as 
dis shono red. Who can gainsay that view? That 
is all there is about it. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President—— 

Mr. CORBETT. I should like to make a 
few remarks on this point, with the Senator’s 
permission. 

Mr. MORTON. I am not through. 

Mr. CORBETT. I desire to say a few words 
only on this very point. The Senator from 
Indiana has, I think, assailed the people of the 
Pacific coast, and I desire to make an explana- 
tion. The State of Oregon also has a provis- 
ion inj its constitution preventing the issue of 
bills by any banking institution. It confines 
its if to gold and silver coin. 

Mr. MORTON. [would rather not be inter- 
rupte d now fora speech. 

Mr. CORBEPT. | L sit nply wish to explain. 

Mr. MORTON. 1 will yield for a brief 
explanation. 

Mr. CORBETT. 


ite 
ute, 


| shall be very brief. 


country, where the precious metals were pro- 
duced, it was very diflicult to establish any 
pape r currency upon that coast, and when the 
aw which established national banks went 


into operation there was no bank of circula: |! the Pacific coast. The question was 


always willing to receive them according | 


What is the objection to | 


THE 


| tion that issued any bills in my State or any- 


where on the Pacific coast. It was very dit- 
ficult after the premium on gold had advanced 
to establish banks under the national banking 
law. I believe there is only one institution on 


| that coast now, which is established in Port- 





| the national bank notes at that time 


land, Oregon, that issues national bank notes. 

| wish to say at this point that I do not con- 
sider the action of the people of tbe Pacific 
coast as at all unfriendly to the Government 
of the United States. If they had introduced 
it would 
have superseded and driven from the coast our 


entire amount of coin, which would have gone | 


to Kurope, and you would not have had the 
advantage at the close of the war of that gold 
to come East to aid you here in order that you 
might eventually return to specie payments. 
We now desire to help you to do that by estab- 
lishing our banks to issue paper based upon 


| gold and United States stocks. 


Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, 
intend to make an assault upon the people of 
the Pacific States, and I am not casting any 
censure upon them, Ido not understand that 


the body of the people there are at all respons- || 


ible for the fact that the currency of the Gov- 
ernment has been successfully kept out of those 
States. 


and chiefly by the Bank of California, for their 
own interest; and that now those banks are 


sternly and strenuously resisting the introduc- 


| tinent into the Pacific States. 


| to do it, 


tion of the currency from this side of the con- 


it is to their interest 
but it is not to the interest of the 
people, and it has been a serious misfortune to 
the people of those States. 


Mr. CASSERLY. The S 


information to be true. 


Senator from In- 


| diana will allow me to say that I think he is 
| quite mistaken in supposing that the opposition 


to the introduction of greenbacks, if there is 


| any there—which I do not admit, because we 


are willing to take as many of them as you 
want to give us—has been promoted by certain 
banking institutions, one of which he named. 
I should say from my knowledge of California, 


and from a knowledge based on a very strong | 


interest in and close attention to this particu- 


lar question there, that the most strenuous and 


obstinate opposition to the introduction of paper 
currency to the exclusion of our gold currency 
came from the body of the people themselves, 
and most particularly and emphatically from 
the working people of that coast. 


when he proposes to hold responsible for the 


state of thingstherea banking institution which | 


whatever may be its influence in financial cir- 
cles, as we all know from the prejudice every- 


where existing against a great bank, is likely to | 


have very little effect in influencing popular 
feeling. It was a movement of the people, not 


, of the banks or bankers; and I believe I shall 


not be wrong in stating that in some of those 
banks, the bank of California for one, and I 
think in others, greenback accounts are kept 


| regularlyas well as gold accounts for those who 


desire so to keep their accounts. 


Mr. MORTON. Mr. President—— 
Mr. STEWART. I should like to saya few 
words 





Mr. MORTON. I have no objection to 
yielding to my friend, but these constant 
interruptions interfere with the thread of my 
speech. 

Mr. STEWART. I do not want to take up 
much of the Senator’s time, but this is a mat- 
ter in regard to which the people of the Pacific 
coast are somewhat sensitive, and | feel bound 


| to say a few words upon it, with the Senator’s 
l’or that reason, and it be ing a gol 1 and silver i| 


permission. 

At the commencement, on patriotic grounds 
and because of what I thought was good finan- 
cial policy, I was very anxious for the adop- 
tion of the national currency by the people on 

before the 


I do not | 


1 have been informed, and I believe | 
the information is correct, that that has been | 
brought about by a few banking institutions, | 


I believe that | 


The Sen- | 
ator, Iam sure, is laboring under a mistake | 
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people in various forms, and the body of 
people expressed themselves at various | 
always against the use of paper mon k 
always in favor of retaining a coin circu, 


| In order to aid in the carrying out that o} 
| the Legislature of California passed a spe 














F 





| at a discount? 


| contract bill, and a similar bill was also pass 


in Nevada. Our supreme court at one , 
declared the bill to be unconstitutional i 
another supreme court held that such ay ; 
might bé constitutional, and the next Le, 
lature that came together decided in fayo. 
the law. The people, expressing theme 
through the Legislature, i in order to enab|, 
business community to carry on their op 
tions upon a coin basis, have passed 
specific-contract laws, and they have heey , 
tained by the popular judgment. I have ty 
with bankers in California, with the offi 
the Bank of California and of other banks, » 
they have expressed to me no hostility t to 
national currency; they have simply expres 

to me the impracticability of their carrying 
operations with it. ‘They feared it would | 
sent out of the country on account of the eas 
of taking it away, and they could not carry, 
operations upon that basis with the feeling 
the people there such as it was. They ¢ 
cluded that it was impracticable to do it, 
the people preferred a coin currency. Ther. 
are a few who think this position was a mj 
take; but every time when there has been 4 
test the voice of the people has been othe, 
wise, and I do not know that any particul,; 


“At 


| institution is more responsible than anot! 


for this state of feeling. 1 think it is the gey 
eral sentiment of the people on the Pa 
coast as expressed in various forms. 

Mr. MORTON. I have given the inform: 
tion I have on the subject and | have express 
the understanding of it that I have had {i 
several years. The Senators who have spok 
on the subject have of course better opportun 
ties than I have for knowing the facts. 1 
Senator from California says that they have 
always been willing to receive our currency 
there. Certainly they could not prevent peo ) 
ple from carrying it there ; but they have n 


| been willing to receive it when they have re- 


fused to receive it in common circulation and 
when they receive it only ata discount. T\y 
people of California have treated our currency 


| precisely asthe people of Canada treat it. Ther 


is no difference between them. When go t 
Canada on a visit I must exchange my money 
and buy American silver, as they call it, to us’ 
over there, or buy gold. If I go to California 
I do the same thing. So far as that is con 
cerned [ am in a foreign country there. 

Mr. CORBETT. 1 should like to inguir 
if the importers of New York are not disloyal 
in the same respect. Do they not purchase 
gold with the greenbacks and regard thew as 
They certainly do. Your ow: 
people when they import goods have to sel 
greenbacks at a discount and purchase gol id 
just as the people in California or anywh« 
else do. 

Mr. MORTON. Iam not calling the people 
of Oregon or California disloyal; tar from il. 
As I said before, I do not think that they are 
really responsible for this; but Iam speaking 
about the effect which this course on their part 
has had. I say that so far as the national 
credit in the form of currency is concerned the 
Pacific States stand to us precisely as a foreigt 
country. I can dispose of my greenbacks 10 
London at a higher price with the same {aciiil 
that I can in San Francisco. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Just now, when the Sen: 
ator from Oregon rose, | made aremark in ™y 
seat which perhaps escaped the attention of tiv 
Senator from Indiana; but it is an importan' 
element intheargument. Our values 
values. If you pay gold we give you auyti!! 
you want upon that basis; if you give us sou 
thing that is worth less than gold you surely do 
not expect to get it at the other value, hat 
is the point, 
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aa ORTON. Certainly not. 
wes xpe oa that. That is not the point at 
In this part of the Union the currency has 
ited as the basis of business. In the 
t it has not been, and has therefor 
an excl luded, and there is very little of our 
rrency there. Of course that keeps it out. 
ore gold is at @ premium; there gold is at 
id the paper is discounted. Here the 
er is ata par and gold at a premium; and 
+ makes the difference. 
im advised by the Secretary of the Treasury 
‘| is report that our currency will go to the 
acifie States unless we legislate to prevent it. 
ves his opinion that it will go there and 
it vill take $30,000,000 to supply the 
-of the Pacifie States. I believe | he is 
| do not believe it will be in the power 


naccept 


» part 
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N ] } } 
WODOQY 


If you have $500,000,000 of national bank cur- 
rency out it will take of legal 
tenders to make the fifteen per cent. reserve 
that has to be ke pt in the vaults of the banks, 
and that would les ve just $81,000,000 of legal 


79,000,000 


| tender notes for the circulation in which the 


e banks of California, now that communi- | 


n isso rapid and so frequent, to keep out 
currency trom this side. I think it will 
-ea drain on this side; but it is possible, 
ve furnish them with a system of banks to 
jd them in the policy that has been alre: dy 
lopted, they may succeed after this in keep 
our currency, although the Secretary of 
l'reasury is of a different opinion. 
Mr. President, I want to refer very briefly to 
. amendment suggested by the Senator from 


fassachusetts, and to call his attention to some | 


iections that I think exist against his amend- 
opt. to which Ishould like to have his answer. 

: proposes to retire $200, 000,000 of green- 
wks and issue $200,000,000 of national bank 

‘tes in their stead. W hat is to be the effect 

fthat? It produces an increase ofthe interest- 
bearing debt to the amount of $200,000,000. 
Greenbacks, now drawing no interest, are to 

converted into four per cent. bonds accord- 
ito the terms of his bill, which would add 

3,000,000 per annum to the interest burden 

ww borne by the Government. ‘That is one 

jection, that it will add $8,000,000 annually 

) the interest to be paid by the Government. 

it will do more than that. 

The Senator says he isin favor of retiring 
the three per cents. So are we all; but if he 
loes not retire them by putting in their stead 
ational bank paper he is to fund them. 
said yesterday that he was in favor of funding 
the three per cents. That will increase the 
uterest of $45,000,000 from three per cent. to 
four per cent. or five per cent., according to 
the character of his new bonds. 

Then the Senator would increase the national 
bank circulation from $300,000,000 to $500,- 
(00,000, and he would reduce the legal-tender 
circulation from $356,000,000 to $156,000,000. 
What is the effect of that? W hy, sir, that you 
have $500,000, 000 of national bank currency to 
be redeemed, ‘mark you, by $156,000,000 of 

greenbacks. This is obviously impossible. 


You cannot put two quarts into a pint; nor can | 


you redeem, as required by law, $500,000,000 
of national bank currency with $156 ,000,000 of 
legal tenders. That is a fatal objection to the 
ystem. He must reorganize these national 
banks before that is adopted. If it were under- 
stood by the country that there were but $156,- 
000,000 of legal-tender notes to redeem $500,- 
000 000 of national bank currency it would 
become as profitable to corner the legal-tender 
notes as itis profitable now to corner the banks, 
as it was ever profitable to corner gold at any 


He | 


time when the banks paid specie and it was | 
deemed desirable to make a run on them and 


ake them pay a premium on gold. 
_ No, sir; while the national bank notes are 
o be redeemed of legal-tender notes the rela- 
“ve amounts ought to be kept about the same. 
Whenever you bring the currency which is to 
ve the medium of redemption down to about 
one fourth of the currency to be redeemed, 


then you will have the same trouble that you 


would have if you had $500,000,000 of cur- 
reney to be redeemed in gold and the whole 
people knew that there was but $156,000,000 
of gold in the country. 

But, sir, that would not be the worst of it. 
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| same prolits out of doing it. 


nations il bank notes 


| tional value 


debts of the country are to be paid. Why, 


sir, the gamblers in New York could corner 
$81,000,000 of legal tender 


notes just as easily 
as they corner gold, 


and they could make the 

They could com- 
pel the national banks to buy their legal ten- 
ders at an enormous premium, or break them. 


It seems to me that this would be a fatal 
objection to the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Massachusett Chen the Sen- 


ator made another remark. He said that his 
policy of withdrawing legal tenders was for the 
pul P of approa ching spe i@ payment 3, and 
that specie payment 3 were to be brought about 
byt the retirement of the legal-tender notes. I 
have heard that said a great many times, but 
l ¢ aie I never saw the philosophy of it. | 
Sir, if you could speak the legal-tender notes | 
out of existence to-morrow, or if you could 
fund them all within a few days or months, I 
isk if that would give one cent of additional 
value to the national bank currency, supposing 


you had an equal amount of that currency now 
to the combined amount of legal tenders and 
at No, sir, by 
retiring the legal tenders you do not bring up 
your other currency to par; you give no addi- 


to the aionel bank notes. If 


. +? 
resent { 


| you could retire them all to-morrow how could 
| you make your national bank notes worth one 


|| of the legal-tender notes if it was not for one 


, 


cent more than they are now? The national 
bank notes now would be far below the value 


| thing, and that is that they are to be redeemed 


} count. 








| that $100,000,000 does 


in legal-tender notes. ‘Therefore itis that they 
are kept up to the same value; but you strike 
out of the national banking act the redemption 
clause and you will find that your national 
bank notes will go down at once below legal- 
tender notes, and the latter will be at a pre- 
mium. What has kept the two currencies 
together was the fact that the one was redeem- 
able in the other. 

Now, what will be the effect if you retire all 
your legal tenders? Will you thereby bring 
your national bank notes nearer to par? No, 
sir, they will be further from it; but I will 
tell you one change that will take place. When 
your legal tender notes are all retired then 
gold becomes par. Gold is now at a premium 
and your legal-tender notes are the par, but 
when they are all gone then gold becomes the 
par and your national bank notes are at a dis- 
You say now that your national bank 
notes are at par. So they are; and you say 
that gold is at a premium of twenty per cent. 
as compared with them; but strike out the 
legal tenders and gold becomes the par and 
your national bank notes are worth seventy 
or seventy-five or eighty cents on the dollar, 
just as the case may be, and that is all you 
have accomplished by it. So far from the 
retiring of greenbacks being the means of 
bringing about specie payments, I have always 
looked upon it the other way: that the green- 
backs were to be the instrument by which 
specie payments were to be brought about. 

That was my opinion a year ago; and itis 
my opinion a that when the ¢ yovernme nt 
brings its greenbacks up to par by any process, 
by fixing a future time to redeem them, or in 
some other way that may be devised, the whole 
body of the currency will be at par along with 
the greenbacks, because the rest of the cur- 
rency is redeemable in greenbacks ; and when 
you have brought the whole body of the cur- 
rency to par, then if the Government pays out 
$100,000,000 in the redemption of greenbacks 
not go into the gold 
market in New York; it does not back 
into merchandise, but it goes into circulation 
and takes the place of the $100,000,000 of notes 
that have been redeemed and canceled. Well 


Sink 
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| that has been redeemed and retired. 
| would like to ask the Senator from Massachu 


| credit. 


| vision came to be placed there 
| the act could not have been veces without its 


| paper currency for the greenbacks 
| adoption of practicable measures 


| par? 


| about a resumption of specie payments ; 


duce a depreciation in prices, a 


S17 


ought never to pay out gold in redemption of 
our notes until the whole body of them has been 
brought to par. Then the gold that we pay 


| out, instead of going back into the gold market 


to be bought and sold like merchandise, takes 
its place in the circulation just as it was before 
the war and supplies the place of the paper 


But l 


setts if the faith of this Government is not to 
some extent p ledge dupon the subjectofredeem 
ing the greenbacks? Last spring we passed an 
act ci alled ‘‘An act to strengthen the public 
I thought then and J think 1 
was & misnome r, Duta majority of the Senate 
differed from me on that question, and I wish 
now to read the concluding provision of that 
act: 

: ‘Ani i the United States also solemnly pledges its 
faith to mak @ provision at the earliest practic able 


period for the redemption of the United States notes 
in coin.”’ 


Did that mean anything or did it not? Some 
Senator, I do not know who, answers ‘ no.’’ 
Perhaps it does not. 

Mr. SUMNER, I 

Mr. MORTON. 


chusetts answers yes 


1OW if 


answer yes. 
‘The Senator from Massa- 
If it does mean any- 


| thing it pledges him to make provision at the 


earliest practical period to do what? ‘To re- 
tire the greenbacks by funding them and issu- 
ing national bank notes in their place? No, 
sir; but ‘*for the redemption of the United 
States notes in coin.’’ ‘Thatis a part of the 
act that pledged the faith of this Government 
to pay the bonds in gold, and if the first pledge 
is worth anything the second pledge ought to 
be worth just as much. I maew how that pro- 
| believe that 


being place od there, and that it was intended 
to pledg re the faith of this Government to do 
just what it says—not to substitute some other 
. but tor the 
by which the 
Government should at some 
redeem these notesin coin. 
Now, sir, if you drive out 
what have you got? You may drive out 
$356,000,000 of greenbacks, as the Senator 
from Wisconsin desires to do; you may put 
out $356,000,000 of bank paper, and what has 
been accomplished? Is your bank paper at 
No, be medium in which it was 
redeemable is gone, and it is not worth any 
more than it was worth belore; it is not worth 
much; it will be much further below the 
value of gold than it is to- day. herefore, so 


be able to 


Lime 


} 1 
the greenvacns 


as 


fi ir from approaching specie payments by driv- 


ing out the legal-tender notes, | regard them 
as being the happiest instrument for bringing 
and 
here is the faith of the Government pledged 
by this act that it will not dodge this question ; 
that it will not seek to fund these notes; that 
it will not seek to retire them in behalf of 
some other paper currency worth less than 
they are, but that at the earliest practicable 
moment it will provide for the redemption of 
them in coin. 

Then, Mr. President, it seems to me that by 


| the adoption of the amendment of the Senator 


from Massachusetts—and I know he has be- 
stowed very much attention on it—the object 
he has in view and the final object of return- 
ing to specie payments would be postponed 
rather than hastened by making this exchange. 
Mr. President, I believe now that a national 
bank or a greenback dollar is estimated to be 
worth about eighty-three cemts in coin, We 
have about seven hundred millions of those 
notes in round numbers. That would make 
the entire volume of our currency now worth 
$581,000,000 in gold. Now, sir, if you can 
take any steps by which you can add the 
value of $119,000,000 in addition to this large 
volame of currency the whole 
volume of currency at par; and will that pre 
s was argued by 
? He said 


you have got 


the Sevator from Ohio a year ago 








’ 
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| 
that by returning to specie payments we dragged | 


down prices and brought ruin and desolation 
on the country. No, sir; but it would have 
this effect: that the nominal price would 
hecome the real price; the whole volume of 
your currency would then be equal to gold, and 
the nominal price commanded in depreciated 
paper would become the real price of an article. 

‘There has been very much misconception on 


this point, and the people have been alarmed | 


in regard to a return to specie payments by 


the argument that if you do it you will so drag | 


down the price of everything as to bring ruin 
upon the country. I never believed in it. 
‘There may be a fair theoretical argument for 
it, but in practice it does not hold out and it 
never did hold out. No one can read the 
history of the financial crisis in England from 
1811 to 1823 accurately without becoming satis- 


fied that this notionis unfounded. The depres- | 


man pi ices cannot be and never was traced 
uccessfully to the return to specie payments 


or to making the currency good. No, sir; 
making the currency good in the pockets of || 


the people, when you do not diminish the | 


amount of it, never hurt anybody; bat when 


specic payments are brought about by a reduc- || 
| tion, and meet the withdrawal of $45,000,000 in 


tion in the volume of the currency, as they 
were in England at one time, accompanied by 
large contraction, a contraction of nearly one 
half the entire volume of the paper money, the 
contraction brought about a decline in prices 
and brought about commercial panie and dis- 
aster, But it was not making the currency 
good that did that. 

I can refer you to two or three facts which 
are fresh in our recollection. Onthe Ist day 
of February, 1865, the price of gold in the city 
of New York was about 230. By the Ist of 
May it had declined to 129. ‘There was a 
decline in the price of gold of 101 cents in three 
or four months. There was a decline in the 
prices of some things that were furnished to 
the Army, the war having ended ; but the gen- 
eral decline in prices and the ruin and disaster 
to be brought about by a great fall in the pre- 
mium on gold was entirely wanting. ‘This 
obstinate fact confronted the theory that has 


been so successfully urged upon the country. | 
And now, since the Ist day of October last, | 


there has been adecline in gold from 132 to 
120; a decline of twelve per cent, more than 
one third of the whole way. Has there been 
a corresponding decline in prices? Have there 
heen failures, and ruins, and bankruptcy, as 
predicted? No, sir; there has been adecline 
in wheat, flour, and some kinds of breadstuffs, 
growing outof the great crop we have had, the 
abundance we have had; but the great decline 
which was to be brought about by the reduc- 
tion in the price of gold has not been experi- 
enced, although it went down in four months 
more than one third of the whole way. 

And, sir, Lundertake to say that by a proper 
course we can bring down gold to par in two 
years and there will be no depression, there 
will be no suffering on the part of the people 
in consequence of tt, though there may be from 
other causes. There are plenty of other causes 
that bring about these things when gold com- 
mands no premium; but all history, and I 
claim especially that English financial history 
after the close of the French revolution and 
its financial history during the time of Charles, 
when the coin of England was called in and 
restamped, proves that so far as the restora- 
tion of the value of the currency is concerned 
there is but little trouble experienced from it, 
but what has been ascribed to that has been 
uniformly the result of contraction ; and this 
can be shown. This, perhaps, is foreign to the 
subject under discussion, but I refer to it be- 
cause the Senator from Massachusetts in his 
argument yesterday brought forward his amend- 
ment as one of the means of returning to specie 
payments. 

Now, Mr. President, the matter stands just 
thus: this bill proposes to give $45,000,000 
of national banking currency for $45,000,000 
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of three per cent. certificates. The three per 


be supported by any reserve. 
bank notes to be issued in their stead will 
require a reserve of fifteen per cent., and will 
thus require nearly seven million dollars of 
legal tenders to be taken from circulation 
and locked up in the vaults of the banks. 
Therefore this measure as it stands now is @ 
measure of contraction absolutely tothe amount 
of $6,759,000, We are surely not in favor of 
contraction—certainly | am not—though we 
may not be in favor of expansion. The great 
body of the people would rather go for expan- 
sion than contraction. Throughout the entire 


| Northwest there is a strong feeling in favor of 
expanding the currency. 
| not think it would be wise to do so; 

in favor of it; but [am equally hostile to con- | 


Kor myself, [ do 
Iam not 


traction; and yet this bill as it stands now pro- 


| vides absolutely for the contraction of the 
volume of the currency by the amount of | 
To obviate that, I propose to | 


86,750,000, 
strike out $45,000,000 and insert $52,000,000 
in the first section. That will practically give 
345,000,000 of national bank notes in cireula- 


the form of legal-tender notes. But$52,000,000 
are not enough for the demands of the West 
and the South. 


The Senator from Massachusetts concedes | 


that $52,000,000 are not enough for the West 
and South. The chairman of the committee 
says that $45,000,000 will do for a year or two, 
and then we can get another bill through. I 
do not propose to take the risk of that. 1 think 
$65,000,000 will answer our purpose. ‘There- 


fore in addition to the $52,000,000 to be pro- | 


vided for by the first section as amended as [ 
propose, | suggest that we take $13,000,000 
from the States having the largest excess and 
give it to the West and South, not however to 
be taken until after the $52,000,000 have been 
called for. If the $52,000,000 are not called 
for we shall not take the $13,000,000 from the 
Kast; but if the $52,000,000 are called for, and 
more is wanted, then it is right, morally, fairly, 
and generously, that the Kast should give us 
$13,000,000, and I hope that there will be lib- 
eral and prompt action on the part of the 
eastern Senators in that direction. It will 
create a better feeling and remove to a great 
extent the conviction entertained by many that 
there is much selfishness in maintaining the 
present orderof things. I entertain no feeling 
of that kind toward the people of New Eng- 
land. As | have had occasion to say before, 
1 have been all my life an admirer of the peo- 
ple of New England. I recognize how much 
they have done for this country in every respect, 
especially in shaping the free character of our 
institutions. 

But, sir, thisis a matter of business. Allwe 
want is fair play. We do not ask all we are 
entitled to because, bearin mind, that when we 
get the $65,000,000 proposed by my amend- 
ment and add that to the $58,000,000 we 
have got now, we shall still have $65,000,000 
less than we are entitled to out of the first 
$150,000,000 provided for in the original act ; 
we shall still not have what we were entitled 
to out of the first $150,000,000, which is now 
the law of the land. We are not asking all 
we are entitled to. We are only asking just 
so much as we think we shall need; not desir- 
ing to disturb anybody. We will not take the 
$13,000,000 from the East if we can help it; 
but if our necessities demand it they ought 
to yield it generously and frankly because as 
between us and them they have got more than 
their share. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. President, I do 
not propose to enter into this discussion, but I 
wish to say that I have never been so impressed 
with the importance of New England as 1 have 
been during the present session of Congress. 
There has not been an unwholesome piece of 
legislation brought up or anything unpleasant 


_minded me of the praise which the 
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|in the past that New England has not hp 
| cent. certificates now stand in the place of cur- || a 
rency absolutely, but they are not required to | 
The national | 


made the scapegoat to bear all the sing of +),;. 
legislation. The closing compliment of » 


Senator from Indiana to New England , 
5‘ 


yey 


bestows on his victim after he has pomme 
the life out of him. He has profound ad)... 

tion for New England; but New Enelan ; 
made accountable for the stringency of the 
money market at the West and at the Soy. 

Well, now, what are the facts ? ee 

I came into Congress in 1863. In the §, 
banking act it was provided that $150,0u0,(,, 
of the banking capital was to be distrijy:,.. 
according to population, and $150,000.00 .. 
cording to the business, capital, and resoy per. 
of the various States. In the next law, ().. 
provision was left out, but in the act of ise5 
was renewed, and why? It was renewei j,. 
cause the Government found itself in want 
money. Congress did not think it best to jssy. 
more greenbacks or legal tenders, for by g, 
doing they were depreciating the national ,, 
reney and interrupting all the business of 1), 
country, and it was necessary that that busi. 
ness should continue in order to enable us 4, 
carry on the war. Whatthen? The Gover, 
mentimust have money ; the money was in New 
KMngland, and some provision must be made })y 
which the money of New England could jj. 
secured to the Government in order to carry 
on the war; and so the State banks were taxe.| 
ten per cent. on their circulation. Why? |) 
order to make the capital in the State banks 
unproductive and force the bankers to transfer 
that capital to the national banks. 

Mr. MORTON. Will my friend allow me 
one word? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. The same argument wa 
made yesterday. I want to say that there w 
another reason for that, and a much better oi: 
and that was that while the circulation of 1 
State banks remained in the several Sta! 
there was not room for the acceptance of the 
circulation of the national banks and thy 
offered by the Government. One being inferiv: 
to the other would drive the other out; and i) 
State bank circulation would have the effx 
of driving out the notes of the national bunks 
just as the legal tenders had driven out gold: 
and therefore it was necessary to drive out the 
circulation of the State banks to give room for 
the circulation of the national banks and of 
the Government of the United States. 

Mr. PATTERSON. That is true; and it is 
only an argument in favor of the very position 
which I was taking. The State banks being 
superior to the national banks, and paying a 
better profit than our capitalists could hope to 
secure from the national banks, it was neces: 
sary to lay a tax of ten per cent. on all State 
banks in order to crowd them out of existence 
and force the capitalists of New England to 
take national bank stock in order to provide 
the Government with the money with which 
to carry on the war. We simply did our duty, 
and that under compulsion; and if the West 
has not its quota aud the South has not its 
quota of this national bank stock it is not our 
fault. Why did they not take it when they had 


the option? ; 


Gentlemen seem to think that $45,000,000 
of bank stock now issued and taken up in the 
South and West will relieve the money mart 
and give us a free, easy money market instea! 
of a stringent one. | apprehend that that idea 
rests upona false basis. Why, sir, all the gree 
backs and the bank circulation of the country 
put together are only the smallest fraction ©! 
the real circulation of this country. More thu 
eight tenths of the exchanges of the count’) 
are carried on by checks and bills of exchans'. 
and your money of every description is 0!) 
used for the balances of trade. Though New 
England has got the lion’s share New lng: 
land feels the stringency of the money market 
as much as Chicago and Cincinnati and Charles: 
ton; and why is it? It is very obvious why! 
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You can never remedy this evil so longas 
have two currencies of different values. 


- long as you have a greenback dollar less in 
ethan the gold dollar so long this difli- 
sity will remain, and all the banks in the 


verse cannot make it different. You may 
e a bank in every township and every neigh- 
‘hood of the West and you will not relieve 
rhe dificulty. Why? As long as there is a 
‘Yepence between the value of the greenback 
‘oliar and the gold dollar so long there is an 
‘onortunity for speculation in stocks and in 
i'd, and there isa temptation to these specu- 
tors to ‘‘corner’’ the money market and to 
the value of gold so that they may make 
wnoney on stocks and on gold. 
~ Now, what happens? Let me illustrate the 
whole thing by a single example. Here isa 
nk in one of our New England towns that 
as a capital of $150,000. Its bonds are here 
‘) Washington drawing six per cent. in gold. 
he circulation based upon those bonds, with 
. exception of the reserve, is put into bonds 
and they are drawing interest at six per cent. 


‘», gold; and then the deposits are either in- 


y 
\ 


vested in bonds or they are loaned out in the | 


city of New York or Boston for speculations 
in stocks and in gold at twelve per cent. Ifa 
(armer in my neighborhood or yours has sold 


| $1,010. 
| used? Two thousand and ten dollars. 


tween us. 


illustrate that. I buy $1,000 worth of mer- 
chandise of my friend from Indiana and I give 
him a note. He buys of me $1,010 worth of 
goods and gives me a note. | want my pay 
and he wants his. agen 
with my note. [ pay him the $1,000 and 
back my note for the $1,010. 
Now, how 


He sends to me his agent 
send 
fle sends me 
much money has been 
pose instead of doing that we simply swapped 
off our notes; I took my $1,000 out of’ his 
note of $1,010, and only ten dollars passed be- 
In one case it takes $2,010 to per- 
form the operation ; in the other case only ten 
dollars. 

It depends entirely on the way in which busi- 
ness is done and the rapidity with which ex- 


| changes are performed as to how much money 


| is needed in any community; so you cannot 


his wool and has by him $500 which he does | 


not wish to use for the moment he puts it into 
the national bank on deposit. The national 
bank sends it to Boston or to New York, to be 
used how? To be used by the stock gamblers 
on Broad street or Wall street; and when his 
neighbor wants $500 to move his crop or to 
take his cattle to market he cannot get a dollar 

it of the bank. 

lhe only men to-day who are reaping any 
advantage from your banks in New England, 
although we have got the lion’s share of them, 
are the stockholders in the banks. They are 


ge corporations of men who are making | 


ney upon their capital and not accommo- 
iting the people. ‘The farmers and manufac- 
turers of New England are not accommodated 
by the banks as they now stand. What we 


want is a radical change in the whole system, | 
that our banks shall not feed the stock- | 


iobbers on Wall street and Broad street. We 


vant a system of free banks, and then New | 


Kngland and the West and the South alike will 
not feel the stringency of the money market. 
I vote for this bill only as an opening wedge. 
{ wantsomething better and broader and more 
radical, and yet I will vote for this bill simply 
to ease for a little the West and the South. 


Gentlemen seem to think that necessarily an 


increase of money lessens the money market. 
hat is a mistake. 
money only tightens the money market. How? 
The first effect is to give a little ease. Let me 
illustrate more fully. Four hundred million 
dollars of paper money I suppose will enable 
us to fulfill all the exchanges of this country. 
Suppose you double it to $800,000,000, the 
tendency is to doublethe prices of all things to 
be bought by money ; cod if a bushel of wheat 
cost two dollars when you had $400,000,000, 
when you get $800,000,000 of paper money that 
will not go abroad it will cost four dollars, so 
that your money passes into the prices of things 
that are to be bought and sold. 


but not so with paper money. 


Now, suppose you issue one third more or | 


double your paper money, what is the result? 


First, you loosen the money market, and then | 


you quicken speculation. The moment the 
prices of articles begin to go up you quicken 


speculation, and all this money is demanded, | 
and even more than this is demanded, by the | 


increase of speculation in gold and in stocks ; 
so that in a very little time after you have 
made your new issue of money the money 
market becomes tighter than it was before, and 
it has all resulted from your new issue. It 
must be so, because money only performs the 
work of settling the balances. I can easily 


Oftentimes a new issue of | 


hat a If it is gold, | 
then it seeks an equilibrium by going abroad, | 





estimate at any particular moment the amount 


Butsup- | 


of money required to do business in any coun- | 


try. That is determined by the way in which 
business is done. Of course if there is a large 
credit business you need less currency, less 
gold and silver and greenbacks and bank money 


| than you do if there is a small amount of busi- 


ness done in checks and bills of exchange; so 
that you cannot lighten the money market 
necessarily by throwing out this $45,000,000 
of new bank stock. 


Why, sir, we talk about our circulation being | 


about seven hundred million dollars. It is ten 
times seven hundred million dollars to-day, 
and that does not come up to the figure, because 
as I said before, business men in New York 


have told me that ninety per cent. of all the | 
yt 


business in this country is done on checks and 
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bills of exchange, and they are a part of the || 


circulation of this country as much as your 
greenbacks and your bank bills. 
gentlemen they will never get out of this evil 
until they adopt the system proposed by the 
Senator from Massachusetts and come to specie 
payments. ‘There is no other remedy, there is 
no other way out of the evil. 

Mr. DRAKE. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
is insisted upon, | shall call for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. DRAKE. We cannot get a vote on the 
bill to-night. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
ask for the yeas and nays on the motion. 

Mr. SUMNER. Oh, no; I would not call 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Craety 
in the chair.) It is moved that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive 
business; and on that motion the Senator from 
Ohio calls for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 14, nays 35; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Brownlow,Cam- 
eron, Casserly, Davis, Drake, Harris, Howell, Nor- 
ton, Scott, Stockton, Sumner, and Thurman—l4. 

NA YS—Messrs. Boreman,Carpenter,Cole,Corbett, 


Cragin, Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry, Fowler, Hamlin, 
Howard, Howe, Kellogg, McDonald, Morrill of 


Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Osborn, | 


Patterson, Pratt, Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, Schurz, 
Sherman, Spencer, Stewart, Thayer, Tipton, Trum- 
bull, Warner, Willey, Williams, and Wilson—35. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Abbott, Buckingham, Cattell, 
Chandler, Conkling, Gilbert, Hamilton, Harlan, 
Lewis, MecCreery, Pomeroy, Pool, Ramsey, Ross, 
Saulsbury, Sprague, Vickers, and Yates—18. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Morroy. ] 

Mr. SAWYER. I wish to say one word 
in reply to some remarks which fell from the 
honorable Senator from New Hampshire. He 


| thinks that New England has been pommeled 


| 


in this debate and in every other important 
measure of legislation that is brought up. I 
desire, on my own part, to disclaim any pur- 
pose to throw any blame on New England for 
having this large circulation; but, on the other 
hand, I desire to put in my protest against its 


Let me tell | 


Upon that motion, if it 


I give notice that I shall | 





being so constantly claimed here that the reason 
New England has this large national bank « 
culation is on account of her patriotism, for it 
will be borne in mind that in July, 1865, after 
the war was all over, after the last confederate 
soldier had laid down his arms, the three States 
of New England which are most largely iv 
excess, Massachusetts, Connecticut. and Rhode 
Island, had but $40,000,000 of the $131,000,000 
of national bank cireulation then outstandin 
Subsequently to that, within one year’s time, 
they had increased the amount of national 
bank circulation which they had to $82,634,473 
out of a total of $267,000,000. In view of the 
claim that this circulation was given to those 
States because they were so much more patri 
otic than other States | put in the suggestion 
that the surplus fund, as reported in July, 1865, 
as belonging to the national banks, after pay 
ing all dividends, and they were large, 
nearly or quite ten per cent. of their entire eapi- 
tal stock. Now, when the patriotism of those 
States at that time went so evenly with the 

of the surplus fund as compared with the eay 


Wiis 


| tal stock, [ question if it is not rather a matt 


of doubt whether it was pure patriotism whieh 
induced the addition of that $42,000,000 to 
their bank circulation. 

The Senator from New Hampshire has given 
uS an argument, anda very strong arguinent, 
why New England should get rid of some ot 
her circulation. He tells us that the money 
in the national banks of New England does not 
go, as we very well knew it did not go, to help 
the farmer and manufacturer in those States, 
but it goesinto Wall street and Broad street in 
New York and into State street in Boston, and 
is there used by stock-jobbers and gold-gain- 


blers to raise the price of gold and to raise the 


price of stocks. It is because they get hold of 
this circulation, when it is so near the great 
commercial and financial centers, that we want 
to distribute it over the country and bringit into 


| the neighborhood of those men who do want 
| it to enable them to produce and to remove 


| the commerce of this country. 


the great staples which lie at the foundation of! 
We wish 
relieve the people of New England of some 
portion of that which, as the honorable Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire has shown us, is 
such a curse to those people and the country. 
We wish to take from New Iingland, where 


lo 


| they are so near the centers of gold-gambling 





| I wish to allude. 


| tion will not make money plenty. 
| aware that his reasoning on that point is true 


and stock-jobbing, the means by which that 
gold-gambling and stock-jobbing are carried 
on, and carry it all over the country, wéiere it 
will be brought into the neighborhood of the 
men who can use and will legitimately use that 
money, instead of leaving in the hands of those 
who now control it for those wicked and unholy 
purposes. ‘That is one of the reasons why we 
think it will not only not be endangering New 
England, but be a benefit to the New England 
States and those other States which have this 
large amount of circulation to take it from 
them. Iam glad to find so able an advocate 
for taking this excess of circulation from those 
banks in one of the Senators from New Llamp 
shire, who says that his neighbor, the farmer 
who raises wool, cannot get money to move that 
wool to market, while the gold-gambler can 
get it to throw disorder and confusion over the 
finances of this country. 

But, sir, there is another item in the speech 
of the Senator from New Hampshire to which 
He says that adding to the 
volume of the currency, adding to the circula 
i am quite 


if it were applicable ; but we do not propose 
to increase the volume of the currency at all. 
We only propose to take it and put it where 
it will be used forlegitimate purposes, and take 
it away from those places where it is used for 
illegitimate purposes. 

Now, what is the illustration of the use o! 
money issued from points where we wish it 
should not be andl and issued from points 
where we wish to have it issued? Suppose a 
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planter in South Carolina desires to get money 
to raise @ crop or to move a crop; what does 
he do? There is no-national bank in bis neigh- 
borhood. The people there cannot geta char- 
ter for such an institution. The $800,000,000 
of national banking capital is all taken up. 
What does he do? Ile goes to his factor in 
Charleston and asks him for money for this 
purpose. ‘The factor says, ** 1 have no money ; 


we have no banking capital here; we used to || 


have $14,000,000 in this city, but now we have 
less than half a million; there is no Opportu- 
nity to get money here, but 1 know a gentleman 
in New York who is in correspondence with 
capitalists there ; [ will write to him and see 
what can be done.’’ ‘he planter tells him to 
write to his friend in New York. He writes to 
his friend in New York. ‘The New York man 
is perhaps a director of a national bank, or if 
not he knows some director of a national bank. 
Ile borrows the money of a national bank in 
New York or New England. ‘The national 
bank in New York or New kingland receives a 
certain rate of interest for it. The New York 
man sends the money or gives a credit to the 
Charleston factor. But in that process the 
New York man does not do his work for nothing. 
‘There is a commission to be paid him, and that 
commission is added to the interest which the 
bank receives for the money. 

Again, when the Charleston factor lends the 
money to the planter the Charleston factor does 
not do his part of the business for nothing ; he 
charges another commission, and that is to be 
added again to the tribute which we pay to 
the bank which issued that money. When it 
gets into the hands of the planter he is pay- 
ing the interest, in the first place, which the 
bank gets, the commission which the New 
York man gets, and the commission which 
the Charleston factor gets, and these commis- 
sions are generally larger than the amount of 
interest, so that the common bank rate of in- 
terest in the cities of the South is never, or 
very rarely, less than one per cent. a month, 
and very frequently one oa one half per cent. 
a month, 

This is the tribute which we pay to the New 
ingland banking corporations who have this 
large excess of national banking circulation. 
It does not go directly into the pockets of the 
men who own the stock of these banks, but it 
goes to them and tomiddle men. Bring banks 
to our doors and the planter whose credit is 
well known in the neighborhood can go to the 
bank and be a favored creditor, and borrow 
money at the same rates at which the New 
York merchant who borrows money at a bank 
there pays for it. Now, not only is the inter- 
est which our people are paying for the use of 
this capital going out of this State, but these 
commissions are going out to other people ; 
and in this way so long as this large excess of 
banking circulation exists in certain quarters 
of the United States, and there are no banking 
facilities in other quarters, just so long will 
all the rest of the United States pay tribute to 
those parts of the country where this banking 
circulation is centered. 

| have no disposition in any way or form to 
say a word of reproach to New Kngland. I 
have every disposition, every desire to say 
everything that is praiseworthy of her. But I 
do not like to be taunted here with the fact 
that the State which Lrepresent and the States 
which other Senators on this floor represent 
were in rebellion at the time this banking cap- 
ital was given out when the facts are other- 
wise. The facts are that up to the time of the 
close of the rebellion there had not been much 
over one third of the banking circulation dis- 
tributed, The law required that one half of 
it, $160,000,000, should be distributed accord- 
ing to population. The first $150,000,000, 
which was to be distributed according to pop- 
ulation, should have been reserved and not 
distributed at all, and then the South would 
have had not only much more than she has, 
but probably very nearly what she needs. 


{ 


~ 





, much larger demand for money in a sparsely- | 
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But it must not be forgotten that there is a 


| settled and agricultural population than there 


is in the same population in a closely-settled 


commercial and manutacturing district. As | 
| has been remarked by the Senator from New | 


| Hampshire, the greater portion of the transac- 


| tions which are carried on in States like the | 


New kugland States, for instance, are carried 
on by checks. ‘Che amount of money required, 
as was justly observed by him, is only so much 
as will pay differences, will clear accounts. 
But if you want to carry on any commercial 
transaction in an agricultural section you have 
got to do it by sending the actual money. You 
do not send a check on a bank to pay for the 
cotton that you buy of a planter; you send him 
the money. That makes a much larger amount 
of currency necessary, in proportion, in those 
sections than in closely-settled districts where 
banks are plenty. 

Let it not be forgotten that these very States 
which I named when I was speaking betore, 
Virginia, the two Carolinas, Georgia, and 
Alabama, had under the old system of bank 
circulation, the State bank system, twenty-two 
per cent. of the whole circulation of the coun- 
try. Now they have two per cent. of the whole 
circulation of the country, one eleventh as 
much as they then had; while the three States 
of Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Massa- 
chusetts had then sixteen and two thirds per 
cent., and now have thirty per cent. In otuer 
words, those States have now nearly twice as 
much as they then had, while the former States 
named have but one eleventh of what they then 
had. Consequently, compared with their former 
position, they are now as one to where they 
were twenty-two then; and this in face of the 
fact that those States, from the condition of 
things, demand a larger circulation now than 
they did then. 

| do not wish to take one dollar of the cir- 
culation from the New England States unless 
it be necessary ; but I protest against anybody 
saying that it is unjust that it should be taken 
from them. It has been asserted constantly 
on the floor of the Senate that it is a great 
injustice to require them to disgorge any part 
of this circulation which it has been demon- 
strated was obtained through certainly an 
erroneous, if not a corrupt administration of 
the law. But it does seem to me if it is so 
profitable a privilege to carry on the business 
of banking under the national bank act in New 
England one of the most patriotic things—to 
go back to the consideration of patriotic mo- 
tives—which the representatives from tbat 
section of the country can do isto give upa 
portion of this privilege to that section of the 
country where there isan absolute destitution, 
to give up some small part of what is a won- 
drous plethora of circulation to a section of the 
country where there is none at all compara- 
tively. 

Mr. DAVIS. Willmyhonorable friend per- 
mit me to make a suggestion to him ? 

Mr. SAWYER. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. I understand that the matter 
complained of is the great injustice on the 
part of New England in holding on to enor- 
mously large amounts of the circulation notes. 
New England sps these notes with a very 
strong hand. The honorable Senator from 
South Carolina expressed some sympathy for 
the pommeling which, he says, New England 
has received at all hands. 

Mr. SAWYER. I did not use that expres- 
sion. It was used by the Senator from New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. DAVIS. But you referred to it as used 
by him. I ask my honorable friend if all this 

ommeling has induced a single Senator from 

Yew England to relax his strong grip on this 
money, and had not the pommeling better con- 
tinue until their hold of it is knocked into the 
middle of next week ? 

Mr. SAWYER. I never had the slightest 


disposition to do anything disagreeable to any- 
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| body for the sake of doing disagreeabje ;| 

I have no desire to take circulation from \... 
| England because it is disagreeable to hey. | 
I desire that some portion of that cirey),, 
should be taken, because I think it jc -. 
sary, and because I think she ean afford 
spare it gradually, slowly, not abruptly at a) 
I desire to avoid doing anything which wil 
bring any commercial distress on New Englan.). 
| because I know that commercial distre 
New England will reach South Caroling and 
| Kentucky, and I wish to avoid that. Were w.. 
to consider alone the wants of New England I 
would not hesitate a moment to redistrilyt, 
the currency; but it is my belief that if yo, 
disturb the commercial relations and the indy. 
trial relations of New England you distur) {), 
whole country, and we should feel it in tho 
South, and the West would feel it. ‘Therefore 
I would not do anything which tended to dig. 
turb the industrial and commercial relat; 
there. 

Nor would I vote for the amendment of {ho 
Senator from Indiana proposing to withdray 
$18,000,000 from those States unless | supposed 
it could be done in such a way as not to produce 
a disturbance. But when they added to their 
bank circulation in one year—trom July, 1805, 
to July, 1866—-$40,000,000 of circulation, and 
at the end of it had about three times as myo) 
as they had before the war, it does seem to 1) 
that this insignificant sum of $13,000,000 exp 
be withdrawn from the States which have ay 
excess—it will not be confined to New England, 
but from the States that have an excess—with- 
out any financial, commercial, or industria! 
disturbance there. In that view I shall vote 
for the abstraction of $13,000,000 from the 
banks in those States having the excess after |); 
$45,000,000 shall have been disposed of. Buy 
I desire, once for all, to disclaim in any debaie 
on this floor having any desire to diminish j 
any way the legitimate, healthy, wholesom 
influence of New England upon this count: 
and upon the world. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. President, I a: 
mire the ingenuity of the Senator from South 
Carolina more than I praise his fairness in 
reply to my argument. His reply reminds 
me of a little incident that occurred in the 
early part of our history. In the very first Con 
gress that was held under the Constitution a 
Ltepresentative from South Carolina came 
into Congress and advocated and carrie( 
through the policy of protection. It was 
opposed by all the representatives of New 
England; but New England was out-voted 
and the policy of protection was established. 
Later in our history when New England 
came to secure large profits from the system 
of protection, South Carolina, with the other 
southern States, attempted to overthrow the sys 
tem whichshe had forced upon New England ; 
and she attempted to overthrow it because 
New England, by her enterprise and energy and 
industry, was reaping profit out of the very 
system which South Carolina had forced upon 
her. 

Now, sir, South Carolina is attempting to do 
the same thing to-day which she did in the 
early part of our history. After New England 
was forced to accept this bank stock, because 
she is making profit out of it South Carolina 
and some of the other southern and wester! 
States now come in and say it is fair that this 
capital should be wrested from her—capital 
whick they forced upon her—simply because 
she is making a profit out of it. , 

The Senator says that there was no patriot: 
ism in this because this bank stock was taken 
largely after the war closed. Why, sir, the 
financial war did not close with the conflict o! 
arms, and the heaviest part of our financial 
conflict came after the termination of battie 
on the field of contest. New England, even 
after the stimulus of the war was over, came 
forward and did her part toward eltaging the 
expenses of the Government incurred during 
the war. 
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Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator allow me 
1 ‘ ask him a question ? 
‘Mr, PATTERSON. Yes, sir 
Mr. SAWYER. I wish to as nat ir 
he does s not re »member the fact that the pro 
f the national banks as exhibited in July, 
7965. showed, beside the dividends that had 
en made, a surplus fund ue $32,000,000 on 
ital of $300,000,000 ? 


k the 


Se 


L Cay aan ; — 
Mr. PATTERSON. Ihave not denied that. 
aa {1 have no doubt that banking in New England 


exceedingly profitable to the stockholders in 





» banks; and I say they are reaping the 

a advantage to the injury of the p — of New 

ty England as well as of the rest of the country. 

ndu Now I come to another point. The Senator 

Dt ws that I deprecated the existence of th 

n Uh anks of New England. | did no such thing. 

‘Ti simply 8 aid that the people, th farmers, the 
) nan factarers, and the iiiadtin ate were n 

reaping the advantage wh'ch Senators dc pict 

n suc h glowing terms out of these banks; but 

, is the bankers, those who own the capital 

ck in the banks. I did not say I woul ld tear 

ip these banks by the roots. I say that those 

ho own this stock have certain vested rights, 

ACI nd you should not, although the business is 

xceedingly profitable, tear them up by the 

violently. That is my point. I did not 

y that we had more of banking capital than 

: wanted and that we should be glad to get 

mt lof it. So the gentleman was entirely unfair 

that part of his argument. 

al One other point, sir. ‘he gentleman goes 

, to state with what difficulty, with what ex- 

pense to themselves, southern cotton-growers 

secure money to carry on their operations ; 

iying one and a half per cent. a month, I 

i. ink he said. That is because they have not 

money. That is the reason why money 

tsthem somuch. Sir, suppose we had this 

listribution of banks, where are the bonds 

7 {the greenbacks coming from upon which 

ir banks are to be established? You will 

New York and New England and get 

sur bonds and your greenbacks to establish 

r banks, and it will cost you as much to 

y the money to establish your banks as it 

‘s now to buy your money to carry on your 

a tton plantations. ‘They will find it a pretty 

: expensive business; and [ very much doubt, if 

% ey get the $45,000,000, whether they will 

. tablish the banks for three years to come. 


lf they are established it will be the same cap- 
a ital f New England and New York who 
ede vill go South and establish those banks and 


ists O 


he ake a profit out of them. 

ae My position is that you have got to change 
siete he whole policy; you have got to change the 
= cenius of these banks, or else when established »d 
a n 1 the West and South they will operate pre 

ee ly as they do in New England. The farmer, 
ot the o mechiinies and the manufacture r will not 
vee ap that advantage which they hope to reap 
one rom them; they will not be able to secure 
se ‘ommodation at the banks ; but these banks 
'p vill be great profitable institutions to the 


tockholders and to nobody else. ‘That must 
necessarily be so as long as there is a differ- 
Se ice in value between gold and greenbacks, 





THE 


CONG 


I have 
it will be so—that there will 
ital which will go to the South 
thing like it shall pass. All 
is that the more that comes 


nect the capitalist with the borrower. 
no doubt—I hope 


be northern cay 


if this billor 


some 


l can say al out it 


, ; ; 
the be We certainly then shall bring the 
borrower in direct contact with the lender, and 





et 





to pay as much for money as 


we do now, because we shall not have to em- 
ploy two or three men as middlemen between 
the capitalist and the borrower. 


I know very well that the Senator’s illustra- 
tion of the co South Carolina’s states- 
men in reference to the protective tariff is a 
good one. In reply to that I say men almost 

history of this country and 


urse of 


thea 
iit 


invariably in 


of all others have endeavored, when they have 
been honest, straightforward men, to suppor 
the interests of the section in which they liv: 


if it was consistent with the interests of the 
[ do not think there is any inconsist 
our support ing a policy 
d to the policy which the s 


ency in 





snator ft 


Op} ose 


rom 


New Hi: ampshire may be disposed ) support. 
Nevertheless I can hardly understand how it 
is when the evils of the national banks in his 


section are so gre: at that he wishes to cling 
It is only the old story of 
elingi ng to his idols. 

Mr. CHANDLER obtained th 
Mr. RAMSEY. I presuine the 


from Michigan does intend to proceed this 


them. Ephraim 


» floor. 
Senator 


not 


evening; and I appeal to the Senator om 
Ohio whether he had not better let the bill g 


over until to-morrow. 
Mr. CHANDLER. | 
from Minnesota is anxiou 
on this subject {| Laughter. | 
Mr. RAMSEY. [I appeal to th 
from Ohio to allow us either to \ 
utive session or to adjourn, 
Mr. SHERMAN. I donot 


sent, so long as there are enough 8 


the 


ih speech 


Senator 


Suppose 
it 


Lo hear 


propose to con 


enators to 


call the yeas and nays, to allow an adjourn- 
ment except by a majority of the Sen 


rearied 
, then, of 


Whenever a majority get tired out ms wi 
of this debate and anxious to adjot 
course, | cannot help it. 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President - 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the 
ator from Michigan give way to the Seuator 
from P —— ania? 
CHANDLER. 
move an adjournment. 


Mr. CAMERON. 


Sen- 


Mr. I do, if he proposes to 
I propose move an 
adjournment. I desire to say before submit- 
ting that motion that my motive for wishing 
to adjourn is this: I am just beginning to un- 
derstand the argumentsthat have already been 
made—— 

Mr. DRAKE. Lask theS 

sylvania to withdraw the motion to adjou 
one moment that I may say a word. 

Mr. CAMERON. Very well; 
renew it immediately. 

Mr. DRAKE. I think the honorable Sen- 
ator from Ohio, without doubt, can get a vote 


to 


enator from Penn- 
rn ior 


but I shall 


| on this bill to-morrow afternoon if he will con- 


sent to let it go over until then. I will state 
that there is business which makes it desirable 
that the Senate should hold an executive ses- 


|| sion for probably not more than ten minutes 


att nd you will never get over the evil until you 
. come to specie payments. One currency of 
as . ie value is the only policy which will rid the 
this country of this evil. 
Mr. SAWYER. I am far from supposing 
vee hat the establishment of national banks in the 
we South will put any money there except as a 
ae sult of other operations. I do not suppose | 
| . is going to make anybody rich to establish a 
we . uk. But the Senator from } New Hampshire 
a ill remember that organized banks are used 
satel t the purpose of bringing the man who has 
were t money in contact with the man who has 
oon t and wants to borrow it. 
soe ‘hat there is plenty of money in the South 
oe a would be put into n: ational banks is a 
= r rh eyond question. We wish to have the 


ge of establishing banking associations 
i order that we may have an agency to con- 


this afternoon. I think the honorable Senator 
from Ohio can geta vote on this bill to-morrow 
afternoon without any difficulty or objection. 
Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senate are in- 
clined by general consent, as they did the 
other day, to agree to take the vote on this bill 
at any hour to-morrow that may be named I 
have no objection. 


Mr. CAMERON. I had the floor and gave 
way for a moment to the Senator from Mis- 
souri. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to ask if there is 


any objection to that arrangement ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. What hour does 
the Senator from Ohio suggest for the taking 
vote? 


of the f 
Mr. SHERMAN. Three o’ clock to-morrow. 
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Mr. CAMERON. I do not want this sub- 
ject hurried through the Senate. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom 


Pennsylvania objects to making any arrange- 
ment. 


Mr. CAMERON, It is an important sub- 
ject, one of the most important that we shall 
have before us. It is important in its effects 
upon the country. Let us he sar from every 
Senator who is disposed to speak on the sub 
ject. Lam not going to speak upon it, but 
propose to listen, and then vote. 
that the Senate adjourn. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


lL now move 


TheS 


enator from 


Missouri suggested an executive session. Does 
the Senator yield to that suggestion ? 
Mr. CAMERON. I do not. I move to 


adjourn. 
CONKLIN I ask the honorable Sen 
» withdraw th, at motion for one moment 
may say a word. 

CAMERON. If it is only for a moment 
[ will do so. 

Mr. CONKLING. Only fora moment. I 
wish to say that if the Senate will indulge me 
in doing so as soon as the pe nding bill is dis 
posed of I mean to ask the attention of 
Senate to the bill known as the census bill. 

Mr. SUMNER and Mr. MORRILL, of Ver 
m¢ nit. That is right. 

Mr. SHERMAN, If my friend will withdraw 
his motion for a moment further, the notice 
now given isan additional reason why this bill, 
which has been debated for one week, during 
which time my honorable friend has had ample 
opportunity to express his views—and I should 
have been glad to hear him—should 
posed of; and it to me ought 
reach a AM to nigh it. 

Mr. CAMERON. 


: 1 
intend LO Speak 


rt 
<r T 


at 
Mr. 


the 


be ais 
seems we to 
aid that I do not 
as there are so 
star nd it better than 
it the Senate 


[ have 
on this subject 
ret 


nv ho ut nde rs 
yr the 


many tiem 


Ido. | now 


motion thi 


Vveas and ha 
VICI) PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Michigan is entitled to t floor, but 

lds to the or from Pennsylvania, who 
that the Senate adjourn, and on that 
motion the Senator from Ohio dem: 
yeas and nays. 

Che yeas ant d nays were or der 
Gidea: resulted 3 

Yy EAS—Messrs. 


Lhe 


Senat 


moves 





1 ' 
Lunas 


re dd : and be inv 





Anthony, Bay ird, Boreman, 












Brownlow, Cameron, Casserly, Chandler, Cole, 
Davis, Edmunds, Fowler, Gilbert, Harlan, Harr 
Howard, Howell, Kellogg, Norton, Osborn, Pomer 
Pool.Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Scott, Spen 
cer, Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, and Vickers—3l, 

NAY S—Messrs. Corbett, Cragin, Drake, Fenton, 
Ferry, Hamlin, Lowe, Morrill of Vermont, , Mort nm, 
Nye, Patterson, Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, Sherman, 
Stewart, Thayer, T ipton, ‘Trumbull, Warner, Willey. 
Williams, and Wilson- 

ABSENT—Messrs Abbot t, Buckingham, Carpen 
ter, Cattell, Conkling, Hamilton, Lewis, MeCreery, 
McDonald, Morrill of Maine, Saulsbury, Spracue, 


and Yates—13. 
So the motion was 
adjourned. 
HOUSE OIF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, January 27, 1870. 


. . . 
agreed to; and the Senate 


The House met attwelve o’clock m. Prayer 


by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burien. 
The Journal of yesterday w 


id 


read a 


ab 
approveu 
ADMISSION OF VIRGINIA 
A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Horace Porter, his Privat 


Secretary, announced that the President had 
approved and signed a bill of t 


title: 


A bill (H. R. N lo. 783) LO ad OT 
Virginia to representation in the Congress ¢ 
the United States. 

ELECTION CONTEST MI ' WALLA 

Mr. BOWEN obtains leav yha e print ; 

as part of the debates, some re narks he had 





ox 





“8 
;, 
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prepared on the contested-election case of 


Simpson vs. Wallace, from the fourth district 
of South Carolina. 
MRS. MARY LINTON. 

Mr. TWICHELL asked and obtained leave 
to withdraw from the Committee of Claims 
papers relating to the case of Mrs. Mary Linton, 
copies to be left. 

INDEMNITY FUNDS FROM CHINA AND JAPAN, 

Mr. SCOFIELD, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 979) authorizing 
certain indemnity funds received from the Gov- 
ernments of China and Japan to be covered 
into the Treasury of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, 


THOMAS M. JONES, 


Mr. TILLMAN, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 980) for the removal 
of the legal and political disabilities of Thomas 
M. Jones, a citizen of Giles county, Tennessee ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred, with the accompanying papers, to the 
Committee on Reconstruction. 

STEAMSHIP LINES. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, by unani- 
mous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
WSL) to establish steamship lines; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
select Committee on the Causes of the Reduc- 
tion of American ‘Tonnage, and ordered to be 
printed, 

CHESAPEAKE, ETC., CANAL COMPANY. 

Mr. McGREW, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (IL. RK. No, 982) to amend an 
act entitled ‘‘An act to authorize the Chesa- 
peake Day and Potomac River Tide-Water 
Canal Company to enter the District of Colum- 
bia,’ passed July 1, 1866; which was read a 
lirst and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Railways and Canals, and ordered to be 
printed, 

ITARBOR-MASTERS’ FEES, ETC., AT NEW YORK, 

Mr. MOORE, of New Jersey, by unanimous 
consent, submitted the following resolution ; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed tointorm this Llouse, as soon as practicable, 
why he allows the harbor-master fees, health-oflicer 
fees, and State hospital fees to be collected in the 
custom-house at the port of New York when a decis- 
ion has been made by the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
tod States that said tees are illegal. 

NAVIGATION OF TILK MISSISSIPPI, 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, by unanimous 
consent, submitted the following resolution ; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to send to the Llouse the report of General G. K. 
Warren relative to the preservation and improve- 
mont of the Mississippiat and near the Falls of St. 
Anthony. 

POSTAL COMMUNICATION WITIL SWEDEN, 


Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, also, by unani- 
mous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads : 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be re- 
quested to ascertain whether an arrangement can be 
made, in accordance with the public interests, with 
the Kingdom of Sweden for the reduction of rates 
of postage between the United States and that 
nation, and to reportthe result of such investigation 
to this House. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN JEFFERSON CITY. 

Mr. BURDETT, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secrotary of the Treasury be 
requested to take into consideration the erection of 
« suitable building in Jefferson City, Missouri, for 
the accommodation of the United States courts, 
post oftice, internal revenue, and other Government 
offices located in that city, and to reportto this House 
his views in regard thereto, together with an esti- 
mate of the cost of the building. 


MECHANICS’ LIENS IN THE DISTRIOT. 


Mr. STONE, by unanimons consent, intro- 
duced a bill (U1. R. No. 983) to amend an act 
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entitled ‘“‘An act to enforce mechanics’ liens 


|| on buildings in the District of Columbia ;’’ 
[See Appendix. } | 
| 


which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia, 


|| and ordered to be printed. 
1] 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. JULIAN, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on the Public Lands, reported 
back House bill No. 58, to prevent the further 
sale of the public lands of the United States, 
except as provided in the preémption and 
homestead laws and the laws for disposing of 
town sites and mineral lands, and asked that 
its consideration be postponed for two weeks 
from to-day. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
made a special order. 

Mr. JULIAN. I donotask that it be made 
a special order, but merely that its consider- 
ation be postponed for two weeks. 

There was no objection ; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

LIQUIDATION OF NATIONAL BANKS. 


Mr. GILFILLAN, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. KR. No. 984) requiring 
national banks going into liquidation to de- 
posit lawful money in place of their circulat- 
ing notes and to take up their bonds ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency, and 
ordered to be printed. 


RAILROAD FROM WASHINGTON TO TILE LAKES. 


Mr. INGERSOLL, by unanimous consent, 
from the Committee on Railways and Canals, 
reported back House bill No. 163, to authorize 
the construction of a railroad and telegraph 
line from the city of Washington, District of 
Columbia, to the city of Cleveland, inthe State 
of Ohio, and the town of Erie, Pennsylvania, 
by the nearest direct route ; which was ordered 
to be printed, and recommitted. 

ABSTRACTION OF STAMPS. 

Mr. ARCHER, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, an agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed 
to communicate to this House any information that 
he may have inrelation to the abstraction of stamps 
from the post office at Havre de-Grace, Maryland, 
on or about the 2lst day of June, 1869. 


ADMISSION OF VIRGINIA. 


Mr. DAVIS. I now ask unanimous con- 
sent to introduce a bill (H. R. No. 985) to 


I object to its being 


/} amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act to admit the 


State of Virginia to representation in the Con- 
gress of the United States,’’ so that it may be 
considered and passed at this time. 

‘There was no objection, and the bill was 
read a first and second time. 

The bill was read for information. It pro- 
vides that wherever the word “ oath’’ is used 
in the act entitled ‘‘ An act to admit the State 
of Virginia to representation in the Congress 
of the United States’’ it shall be construed to 
include an affirmation, and that every person 
required by said act to take either of the oaths 
therein prescribed who has religious or consci- 
entious scruples against taking an oath may 
make and file an aflirmation to the same pur- 
port and effect, provided that all pains and 
penalties of perjury prescribed by said act 
shall apply also to any false affirmation taken 
thereunder. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MEXICAN PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 


Mr. COOK, by unanimous consent, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
House bill No. 740, relative to private land 
claims under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, ! 








January 27 


, 


| with a written report; which were ordered ; 

| be printed and recommitted. 

i POSTAL TELEGRAPH. 

On motion of Mr. WASHBURN, of w), 

| consin, the bill introduced by him several day. 
ago in reference to a postal telegraph os 

ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move to recousider 4), 
votes heretofore taken ; and also move that}. 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MEMBERS-ELECT FROM VIRGINIA, 

Mr. PAINE. I rise toa question of priv. 

ilege. I submit a report of the Committee of 
Hlections on the cases of the claimants {roy 
Virginia to seats in this House. The House 
referred the credentials of those gentleman to 
| that committee. 
There were cight certificates of election, show. 
| ing that eight Representatives had been elected 
in single districts of that State. There js 4 
ninth certificate in favor of a Representative 
alleged to have been chosen by the State-at. 
large. 

In obedience to the order of the committee, 
| I move that the following-named gentlemen, 
| claiming to represent single districts, be now 
| sworn in, namely; Richard 8. Ayer, from the 
| first congressional district in that State; James 
H., Platt, jr., from the second congressional dis- 
trict ; Charles H. Porter, from the third con- 
gressional district; Robert Ridgway, from the 
fifth congressional district; William Milnes, 
jr., from the sixth congressional district ; and 
James K. Gibson, from the eighth congres. 
sional district. 

I am further instructed to report that we 
have examined the credentials of George W, 
Booker, claiming to represent the fourth cou- 
gressional district, and Lewis McKenzie, claim- 
ing to represent the seventh congressional dis- 
trict of Virginia. 

The SPEAKER. 








The Chair would suggest 
that the gentlemen to whom there is no objec: 
tion had better be sworn in first. Will the 
chairman of the Committee of Elections send 
to the Chair the certificates of the gentlemen 
whose rights to seats are unquestioned ? 

Mr. WOOD. I beg to inquire of the Chair 
whether, if the motion of the chairman of the 
Committee of Elections be adopted, it will 
exclude the right to object to the swearing in 
of any of the gentlemen reported ? 

The SPEAKER. If an objection is made 
to any one gentleman he will not be sworn 
until his righttoa seatis determined. But the 
objection to one will not exclude the right to 
be sworn of those to whom no objection is 
made. 


Mr. WOOD. I will object to Mr. Porter 
being sworn at this time. 

The SPEAKER. It is the right of the gen: 
tleman from New York to make that objection. 

Mr. PAINE. I understood the practice to 
be that when credentials were presented, and 
before they had been referred to the Commit- 
tee of Elections, an objection on the part of 
one member might prevent a member being 
sworn in, but not after the credentials, as in 
this case, had been referred, examined, and 
reported upon. 

The SPEAKER. After the committee have 
reported on acase the question whether the 

entleman shall take the seat is one to be 
determined by the majority of the House; but 
of course the report of the committee will have 
its due weight. The Clerk will report the 
names of the gentlemen whom the commiticv 
recommend to be sworn in. 

The Clerk reported the following names: 
Richard 8. Ayer, James H. Platt, jr., Robert 
Ridgway, William Milnes, jr., James K. Gib- 
son, Charles H. Porter. 

Mr. WOOD. I object to Mr. Porter. 

Messrs. Piatt, Ripeway, and MILNES ap- 

/peared and qualified by taking the oath pre- 
scribed in the act of July 2, 1862. <oel 

Mr. PAINE. Before making a motion 1 
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.of Mr. Porter L wish to conclude the 
[ have to make. In connection with 

rt as to the fourth and seventh con 
il districts, I ask leave to read the 
1.58 eed Fe pag re 
y resolmlion, aGopred by the Ilouse on 
1 of March, 1869: 
ve i, That in all contested-electi yn cases re- 
the Committee of Elections in which it shall 
“di by & party to the case or a member of the 


iat either claimant is unable to take the 
scribed in the act approved July 2, 1 


# i *An act to prescribe an oath of o fice, and 


- purposes,”’ it shall be the duty of the com- 
to ascerti in whether such disability exists: 
if such . digenaiy shall be found to exist th 
ittee ll so report to the House, and shall 
‘orther consider the claim of the ps rson s 
ifie d without the further order of the House; 
smpensation will be allowed by the House 
\ ‘lait nant who shall have been ineligible to 
ilice of Representative to Congress at the tin 1e 
election and whose disability shall not have 
emoved by act of Congress.’”’ 
‘iow, in the two cases from the fourth and 
venth districts of Virginiathere are contests, 
nd in each case the contestant alleges in his 
cotice of contest that his opponent who has 
he certificate, having performed certain acts 
fore the rebellion and during the rebellion, 
ineligible to the office of Representative in 
ngress and cannot take the test-oath of July 
9 1862. We therefore report to the House 
that until we have completed the examination 
we » she all be unable to inform the House whether 
n our opini¢ on these gentlemen can or cannot 
take that oath. ‘Testimony has already been 
taken, but it is not yet in print, and the com- 
mittee have not been able to decide the cases. 
In regard to the ninth certificate, I have this 
to say: it purports to show that Joseph Segar 
was duly ele cted by the State-at-large as a 
Re presentative in the Congress of the United 
States. It will be remembered by the House 
that onthe 14th of July, 1862, an act was passed 
whice required all Representatives in Con- 
rress to be elected from single districts with 
two exceptions. Those were the cases of the 
tate of Californi: Ay and of the addition al Rep- 
entative of the State of Illinois, to which an 
litional Representative had by previous act 
ngiven. Virginiais notnamed as one of the 
ites entitled to elect a Representative ona 
neral ticket. But under the apportionment 
ide on the basis of the census of 1860, by 
Caleb B. Smith, Secretary of the Interior, in 
irsuiance of the law of 1850, which was a gen- 
law rel: iting r to the subje ct, to the State of 
ginla were ap portione d eleven Re; presenta- 


» dlis- 





Mn. BURR. Willthe chairman of the Com- 
uittee of Elections permit a suggestion from 
? 


"i PAINE. 1 yield for that purpose. 

Mr. BURR. I desire to suggest to the chair- 
man of the committee, inasmuch as | under- 

tand that the point upon which this claim to a 

at as Representative-at-large rests has not 
been passed upon or decided by the committee, 
but is still pending, that he withhold his views 
of the law upon that point until the committee 
shall have passed upon it. 

Mr. PAINE. I was about to read the law 
to the House and state the precise ques 
which is before the committe ey and i o remark 
that the question was not yet de cided; but of 
course Lam not disposed to do it if ae is 
any objection on the part either of my col- 
league on the committee or any other member 
of the House. I will therefore say, in com- 
pliance with his suggestion, tbat the case of the 
gentleman claiming to represent the State at 
large i is withheld by the committee for further 

consideration. 

I now move that Mr. Porter, claiming to 
represent the third district of the State of Vi ir- || 
ginia, be sworn in. | 

Mr. WOOD. On that motion I desire to 
say one or two words, and to offer for the con- 

sideration of the House my reasons for making 
the objection in the first instance. 

TheSPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Wisconsin [Mr. Paine] yield to the gentleman ] 


from New York ? 


tion 


THE 


|* Do you mean to say 


|| toward the President of the 


CONGRE 


SSLONAL GL 


PAINK. [am willing to yield to hit 


l eid to in 
for a Very short ti 
Mr. Te | only t ) ute to the 
House the reasons w j ui ed to Mr. 
Port f 1 l S i it ( 
cre Tee | 4 cout ) 
opyect » that. 
Mr. PAINE. I have no objection, of cours ‘ 
but I hope the gentleman will not unnecessarily 


consume the time of the 
Mr. WOOD. I shall oceu a very short 
while. Of course, Mr. Speaker, it is exceed- 
ingly unpleasant for a member of this House 
to object to the swearing in of any person pre 
senting himself with prima . evidence of 
election, especially when he comes from a State 








facie 
that has been so long denied representation 
Bu t Lhave felt e ompe lled from 
a@ sense of duty ) make an ¢ bje ‘tion to Mr. 
Porter, and | ae now to present to the 
louse very brie lily the grounds upon which | 
pre dicate that ol Ne ction. Th y are all stated 
i a memorial which I hold in my hand, signed, 
as I believe, by respectable persons in Virginia, 
who state certain reasons which if true show, 
in my judgment, that this gentleman is entirely 
unfit to occupy a seat upon this floor. If we 


upon this floor. 


tr ¢ 


| were right heretofore in objecting to the admis- 
| sion of gentlemen to seats here in consequence 
of an implied hostility to the Union, then there 


are very grave reasons for objection to this 
gentleman growing out of his hostility to the 
Union. It appears that Mr. Porter was court- 
martialed under certain specifications now 
on file in the War Department, in which it is 
alleged that he said—I now read from a copy 
of the official document on file in the War 
Department: 

***This Government is alla G—d d—d humbug from 
b epi K toend, and if you could have seen what 


[did in Washington you would say so. Abraham 
an for hiselection. If 


ame In is doing r anything hee 
Abraham Lincoln allows the military authorities to 





goon as it is here 1 would rather live under Jeff. 
Dayis vernment than this.’ 
“This in the city of Norfolk on or about the 22d 


day of July , 1464, in the publie drinking saloon of 
Jobn Millward, on Main street, in Norfolk.” 


| read further from the charges and specific- 


auions: 





Npecisication second. In this, that thesaid Charles 
ti. Porter, being a counselor at lawand pretending 
0 hold the oflice of Commonwealth’s attorney for 
the State of Virginia, in the city of Norfolk, having 
heretofore been an enlisted man intheservice of the 
United States, and having been discharged from that 
service for the purpose of taking said office of Com- 
monwealth’s attorney, and being bound by his duty 


as a loyal citizen of the United States, asin gratitude 

» the Governme nt of the United Statesfor disc! harg- 
ing him from service for the purpose of taking said 
— e and rece iving itse ohne nts, did giveaidand 
c nf rt to the ene mie 3s of the United States by utter- 
ing inaloud voice, in thehearing of divers g od citi- 
zens and some rebel sympathizers in the city of Nor- 
seditious, treasonable, and scandalous words, 
as follows: 

“*This Government is all a G—d d—d humbug 
from beginning to end, and if you could have seen 
what [ didin Washington you wouldsay so. I mean 
what I say. I have beenthere and scenitall. Abra- 
ham Lincolnis doing anything hecan for his election. 
If Abraham Lincoln allows the military authorities 
to go on as it is here I would rather live under Jeff. 
Davis’sgovernmentthanthis.’ Andupon being rep 
rimanded and cautioned by some one present, and 
upon being asked then by one of the party present: 
that you would rather live 
under Jeff. Davis’s government than under the one 
you are now living under?’ he answered: * Y« ‘, by 
G—d, Istand herein thecity of Norfolk and proclaim 
boldly and above board that the United States Gi rv 
ernmentis a bogus, rotten, and corrupt Government 
from beginning to end.’ This on or apow the 2th 
day of July, at the saloon of one Johnson, on Main 


street, Norfolk, Virginia, said saloon bei: ing known 


loi k, 


| and styled ‘The Office.’” 


In addition the record shows that Mr. Porter 
‘used contemptuousand disrespectful language 
United States and 
against the Congress of the United States.’ 

Now, Mr. Speaker, upon those charges and 
specifications Mr. Porter was tried and found 


|| guilty and sentenced to be confined for a term 
| of six months 


in a public jail, which finding 
and sentence were approved by Major General 
BensaMIN F, Borier. I will not detain the 
House by reading other charges which, in my 
judgment, are equally offensive to the ¢ 
ment and to Congress. It is suflici 


rovern- 


nt to sav 


| pe se, 
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that I predicate my objection solely upon the 
: this language, that 
court-martialed for it, tried, convicted, and 
tenced, and that that sentence was con 
firmed by Major General Bensamin F. Burirr, 
now a distinguished member of this H 
Upon these and for these reasons | 
obj ect to Mr. Porte r being ¢ sworn inand bec 
ing a member of this House until these thi 
shall have been ventilated and examined by 
the Committee of Elections, and I will move 
that the credentials of Mr. Porter be recom 
mitted to the Committee of Elections with 
structions to investigate the charges here made. 

Mr. PAINE. I cannot yield for that pu 
I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read a 
short extract from a newspaper, and I shail 
then de mandthe previous question. But before 
the Clerk reads the extract I wish to say tothe 
House that even if all this were true as charged, 
however discreditable it may be, it really can 
be no valid reason why the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Woop] should vote against 
the admission of Mr. Porter. 
Clerk to read the extract. 

Mr. ROOTS. It seems to me that gentle 
men on the other side of the House are fre- 
quently raising such objections as this in regard 
to other I think if the precedent should be 
established it would rule some of them out. 
Mr. P AINI » Lask the Clerk to read the 
paper I send to his desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


fact that he did use he was 


rrounds 





1 now usk the 


The telegram of General BuTLer is addressed to 
Colonel H. 8. Merrill, who was formerly quarter- 
master on General BurLer’s staff: 


RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, oo l 


Sir: In reply to the publication of harges and 
specifications’’ in your paperof this morning igainst 
Mr. Porter, I ask th: . you will publish the followi 
telegram receiv ed | yy me from General Bor LER in 
relation to the charges which have frequent ly been 
referred to by the Conservative prees¢ if Virginia. 

MERRLLL. 
To the Editor of the Enquirer e Biceialee r. 


‘ 


Wasnineton, D. C., May 

To H. S. Merritu, Spotswood Hotel: 

Charles Hi. Porter in a heated discussion used 
words which, being reported to me, I was obliged to 
notice. I however remitted all the onerous por 
tion of the judgment of the commission, be ause the 
ease and his previous acts showed that P r had 
not in fact been disloyal. So much is j: ake due to 


Mr. Porter. 
BENJAMIN PF. rLER. 


Mr. PAINE. ILInow call the 


tion. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will my colleague 
Paine] yield for an inquiry? 
Mr. PAINE. For an inquiry, yes. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wouldas! 


k my colleague 
7. ¢} ‘ - 
if this gentleman, Mr 


ie ques- 


» [| Mr. 


Porter, has ever taken 
Soa the statements which it is alleged in the 
charges referred to by the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Woop] he made? 

Mr. PAINE. idonotknow. 
conversed with Mr. Porter or 
Bur.er on this subject. 

Mr. § SARGENT. a the gentleman from 
a sconsin [ Mr. Paine] allow me to make an 
inquiry ? 

“Mr. PAINE. Yes. 

Mr. SARGENT. I would ask the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Woop) if he is pre 
pared to state at time that ar ly person 
should be excluded from a seat in this House 
who has used any such language as he has just 
read? 
ed WOOD. 
gf s the 


I have never 
with General 


this 


L have no difliculty it nAanswet 
gentleman from California, | Mr. } 
r.] I do not believe any man 
occupy 8 seat in this House who conside: } 
Government of the United States a humbug, 
denounces the President of the United 
States in these scurrilous terms, and who 
he would rather live under the government ot 
Jeff. Davis than under this Government. | 
do not think any sach man ld be allowed 
to hold a seat here. 

Mr. SARGENT. I only wanted to get a 
confession of faith from the g« atleman 


} 
who 
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Mr. PAINE, 
tion, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I would like to have the 
gentleman from California [Mr. SarGenr] tell 
us what he thinks of a person who expresses 
such opinions as it is charged Mr. Porter has 
cx pressed, 

Mr. PAINE. I will yield for a moment 
to the gentleman from South Carolina, { Mr. 
WitirreMORE, | who wishes to make an inquiry. 

Mr. WHITTEMORE, I would like to ask 
the gentleman from New York, { Mr. Woop, } 
if he believes the statements he has just read, 
if he does not consider—— 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I object to the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. Paine] yielding to 


I now call the previous ques- ” 


uny one unless he yields to the gentleman from || 
! 


California [Mr. SarGent]| to answer the ques- 
tion of the gentleman from Wisconsin, {| Mr. 
MiLpgipGe, | 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois [Mr. InGerso..] has no right to object. 
fhe gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Paine} 
being entitled to an hour has a right to yield 
to any one, } 

Mr. WHITTIEMORE. 1 desire the gentle- | 
inan from New York [Mr. Woop] to state | 
whether, if he believes the statements read by 
him to be correct, it is not better to treat that | 
class of people with conciliation and kindness ? 
| Laughter. | 

Mr. WOOD. Yes, Mr. Speaker; but not 
to give them front seats. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Not to put them along- 
side the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
WUITTEMORE. | 

Mr. PAINE. I resume the floor. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I hope my colleague 
{| Mr. Parne] will allow the gentleman from 
California [Mr. Sancenr] to answer my ques- 
tion as to what he thinks of such sentiments 
as this Mr. Porter is said to have expressed. 

Mr. PAINE. I will yield for half a minute. | 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I do not think he will | 
need so much time as that. 

Mr. SARGENT. I do not know that I 
desire the floor for the purpose of answering 
the question of the gentleman from Wisconsin, 
| Mr. Expriver.] But I will hazard this opin- 
ion: if all persons are to be excluded from this | 
floor who can be proved to have used such 
language as that read by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Woop] the seats here upon 
iny left Lam afraid would be pretty generally 
vacant. [Laughter from the Republican side of | 
the House. ] 

Mr. WOODWARD. So far as I know and | 
believe, the assertions of the gentleman from 
California [Mr. Sarcenr] are slanderous. 

Mr. PAINE. 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and | 
the main question ordered ; which was upon 
agreeing to the report of the Committee of 
ivlections that Charles H. Porter be now sworn | 


| 














in and admitted to a seat in the House asa 
Kiepresentative from the State of Virginia. 
‘The question was taken ; and the report of 
the committee was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM TILE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hamiin, 
one of its clerks, informed the House that the 
Senate had passed without amendment House 
bill No. 804, to protect officials in Government 
employ. 

The message further announced that the 
Senate had discharged the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of William McGarrahan, 
and had directed its Secretary to return the 
petition and papers to the House of Repre- 
rentatives, 

POSTAL TELEGRAPH LINES. 

The SPEAKER announced the appointment 
of the following-named gentlemen to constitute 
the select Committee on Postal Telegraph 
Lines : 

C. C. Wasupurn, of Wisconsin; Witiiam 





Lawkence, of Ohio; Henry L. Dawes, of 
Massachusetts; Noau Davis, of New York; 
Krank W. Patmer, of Iowa; 
Woovwarp, of Pennsylvania; and James B. 
Beck, «f Kentucky. 

CUARLES H. PORTER—VIRGINIA. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Irise to a privileged ques- 
tion. J move to reconsider the vote by which 
the House agreed to the report of the Com- 
mittee of Elections in favor of the right of 
Charles IH. Porter to a seat in this House as 
a Representative from the State of Virginia. 

Mr. PAINE. I move to lay the motion to 


| reconsider upon the table. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
purpose. 

— question was upon the motion to recon- 
sider. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have sub- 
mitted this motion in good faith, desiring that 
the House shall reconsider the action which it 
has taken on this question; but I have sought 
the floor for another purpose—for the purpose 
of referring in a very few words to the remark 
just made by the gentleman from California 
| Mr. Sarcent] with reference to the senti- 
ments entertained by members on this side of 
the House. I do not think that that remark 
indicated the gentleman’s real sentiments; and 


I do not yield for that 


| [ am afraid that the newspapers of the country 


may present this matter in a form which the 
gentleman from California himself would not 
approve. ‘lhe remark was certainly uttered 


| in a spirit of pleasantry and for the purpose 
| of breaking the force of the interrogatory pro- 


pounded to him rather than because he in 
truth believes that any gentleman on this side 
of the House entertains or has entertained 
sentiments of hostility to the Government. I 
think the gentleman from California would be 
very glad to say to the country that he does 
not sincerely entertain the opinion that the 
seats on this side of the House would be vacint 


if disloyalty to the Government and the ex- | 


pression of disloyal sentiments would have the 
effect of vacating them. 

For one Lam not willing that the remark 
of the gentleman from California, uttered as 
it was in the spirit of pleasantry, should go to 
the country without affording to him the oppor- 
tunity of stating the spirit in which the lan- 
guage was uttered, and of declaring that he 
does not, in truth, believe that the seats of 
seventy members on this side of the House 
are occupied by men who are disloyal to their 
country and who have spoken of it in a spirit 
unbecoming citizens of the United States. I 


| hope that the gentleman from California will 
1 now insist upon my call for || 


seek the opportunity now, before his remark 
shall have gone into a more tangible form, to 
disclaim any intention of imputing disloyalty 
of sentiment to the large body of men who 
represent constituencies on this side of the 
House. For, sir, during all these years of ter- 
rible war there did not live a body of men 
more loyal to their Government, more devoted 
to the flag of their country, venerating and 
loving it more intensely than the men who 
now occupy seats on this side of the House. 
Their constituents at home may have been 
conservative in their sentiments, desiring to 
maintain the Government in its integrity ac- 
cording to its time-honored principles—not a 
Union maintained by arms, but that Union of 
love and affection which our fathers created 
and which they sanctified by their blood. 

Mr. Speaker, I come now to consider for a 
moment the real question whether the gentle- 
man now claiming a seat from Virginia—that 
venerable Commonwealth now so dishonored— 
shall be sworn in asa member on this floor 
to represent the interests of one of the dis- 
tricts of that State. The question whether 
this gentleman, with the record presented by 
the gentleman from New York, | Mr. Woop, | 
shall be admitted to a seat as a member is 
certainly as grave a question as has been pre- 
sented for our consideration. I submit that, 


| that court-martial would seem to be 
GEORGE W. | 





| to a seat on this floor may have said at 
| previous time as affecting his qualifications {i} 
| admission. 
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so far as regards this question, the finding ,, 
g of 


final a: 

conclusive. It was a court inclined or — 
bearing with reference to this class of offenses. 
and yet with this predisposition in his fayor ;, 
found him guilty, the conviction was approved 
by the commanding officer of the departmen; 

and the sentence was, I presume, carried into 


| effect. 


Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. Will the gentle. 
man yield to me for a moment? ; 
Mr. HOLMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. I desire to submit 
just two remarks on this question. In the first 
place, I do not believe that this House in any 
case has a right to inquire what a man electe| 


any 


The Constitution of the United 
States prescribes the qualifications requisit 
for members of Congress. That provision, 
and that only, should be looked at in detery, 
ining such a question. 

I hold, furthermore, Mr. Speaker, that the 
finding of a military court is not to be taken 4s 
proof of the guilt of any citizen of the United 
States not in the military service. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, however 
sound the views expressed by the gentleman 
from Oregon [Mr. Samira] may be, it is very cer. 
tain that this House has not acted on such sen. 
timents. The doctrine may be sound enough, 
but the truth is that the House has not acted 
on such sentiments, for members cannot for- 
get the cases from Kentueky which occured so 
short a time since; the cases of Judge Young 
and John Young Brown, where the language 
uttered showed no such deliberate hostility to 
the Government as the language proved to 
have been used by this man Porter; where the 
proof was so shadowy and impositive, and yet 
where this House did not hesitate, by a strict 
party vote, to expel them from this floor. 

Mr. BECK. Will the gentleman yield to 
me for a moment? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say, 
as the cases from Kentucky have been adverted 
to, that the Democratic party then contended, 
and a large majority of them now believe, that 
a gross outrage was committed upon the con- 
stituents of those gentlemen in excluding them 
from this floor; but while that was done | 
assert the Democratic party on this floor ought 
not to admit that precedent was right by mak- 
ing objection to a gentleman whose constitu: 
ents have elected him. He being, as I under- 
stand, twenty-five years of age, having been 
seven years a citizen of the United States and 
an inhabitant of the State from which he wa: 
chosen, and not being obnoxious to the third 
section of the fourteenth amendment of thie 
Constitution, which only excludes those who 
heretofore held office and took an oath and 
then gave aid and comfort to the enemy—he 
having all the constitutional requirements, 0 
matter what was the outrage committed upon 
other men, has the right to a seat here and to 
represent the constituents who sent him here. 
We have no right to judge ; and in order to see 
who they are that take the view I have ex- 
pressed I shall call for the yeas and nays, so 
that the record may be made. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I say again 
that I am not to be drawn into adiscussion of 
the soundness of the views presented by the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Breck] and 
the gentleman from Oregon, [Mr. Smiru.} |! 
is a mere question of precedent. 

And yet this House excluded Judge Young, 
of Kentucky, and John Young Brown, of Keu- 
tucky, for words uttered before the beginning 
of the war, before the crash of arms had stirre'! 
up whatever of patriotic blood there was 1!" 
this land, words far less obnoxious than those 
proved to have been uttered by the gentleman 
whoge claim is now being urged for a seat 0! 
this floor. Those words of Judge Young an’ 
Mr. Brown were brought up here six or seven 
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afterward for the purpose of excluding 
evatives from seats in this House; and yet 
words of defiance, these words of enmity 
ed against the Government of the United 
; and her chief executive officer, proven by 
.nn record of a court-martial, are deemed 
thing when urged against this gentleman 
1 ig willing. if admitted here, to stand by 
majority which now controls the affairs of 
juntry so far as the House of Represent- 
ves is concerned. I now yield to my col- 
rue, [Mr. VoorneEs. | 
VOORHEES S. Mr. Speaker, this is a 
ion of such grave importance that I desire 
eat -a word upon it. So far as regards the 
; apie inaugurated by the gentleman from 
aa York [Mr. Woop] and upheld with so 
uch ability by my colleague, [Mr. Homan, ] 
will answer an excellent purpose in involving 
. other side of the House in contradiction. 
e case involves to them a change of front. 
i; does not involve the necessity of ae a 
yge inme. ‘There are no reasons, so far 
am concerned, against this man being sworn 
and 1 shall vote for his admission. I[hold 
it this House has no power to make this 
quiryastothis gentleman. His constituents 
ve sent him here, and back of that we can- 
tgo. Whatever may be my opinion of him, 
vy opinion of the course which the majority 
of this House has pursued in other cases, that 


THE CON 


| mene lected | 


NGRESSION 


enemy by the utterance of disloyal words— 


words of hatred to the Government and its 
Chief Executive. 
Sir, the fact cannot be evaded that this 


House has excluded trom membership here 


yy conservative constituencies who 


| atthe very outset of the war, in the year 1861, 


; country. 


| much in 


had uttered indiscreet words in condemnation 
of the policy which was then opening upon the 
In this case a record is brought in 
of adeliberate conviction of a citizen by court- 
martial approved by a military commander 
for the utterance of disloyal and treasonable 
words, proved, established, and not controvert- 
ed, for even the gentleman from Wisconsin [{ Mr. 
Paine] does not dare to rise in his seat and 
say that this record is not atrue record, and yet 
this citizen so convicted is to be admitted to a 
seat upon this floor to legislate for loyal men. 


If it is admitted that new views have been | 


adopted and that a more liberal and en- 


lightened policy is to be pursued hereafter in | 


this House, a policy which shall secure in 
future to the American people Representatives 
in Congress chosen by themselves and for which 
they alone are responsible, then I look upon 
it as a significant fact, but I do not indulge 
any such hope. Thiscase will at least 


| make a precedent. 


opinion cannot control my conduct as to the | 


mission of this claimant. 
As has been well said by the gentleman from 


m, (Mr. Smira. | ifa bad precedent is set 
we ought not to follow it. I know of many 
edents set by this House, especially on 
ubject of elections, which I would not 
»to be followed hereafter. Those pre- 
edents cannot be cited as law to me, nor do I 
stand my distinguished colleague [ Mr. 
to MAN] to be asking this side of the House 
low those precedents which he has cited. 
| understand him rather to be seeking, with 
that acuteness and ability which distinguish 
n, to involve the opposite side of this Cham- 
er in a contradiction of its own record. But 
| must say, with all respect, Mr. Speaker, that 
| have become so much accustomed to that 
ctacle in this House that it will present no 
ovelty to me, and so far as I am concerned, 
vhether these charges investigated at this 
court-martial trial be true or not, I shall vote 
r the admission of Mr. Porter. 


A court-martial proves nothing, as was said | 


by the gentleman from Oregon. 1, perhaps, 
would not say, though if I did I would say it 
ood-humoredly, that the fact that a gentle- 
man was tried by court-martial, convicted, con- 
iemned, and a ball and chain put on his leg 
by order of the distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetts, {[Mr. Burter,| when in the 
Army, would not take my sympathy from such 
a man or abate my respect for him or prove 
anything to his disadvantage. 


upon the law and the facts, as I understand 
the rules observed in organizing this House, 
we have no power to exclude this gentleman. 
Mr. HOLMAN. My colleague says that he 
agrees with the remark of the gentleman from 
ven ‘gon [Mr. Smrru] that the finding of a court- 
nartial proves nothing. I do not agree with 
ny colleague in that view. 
mt ultitudes of cases where courts-martial have 
made monstrous decisions, and there are cases 
where the court-martial was organized for the 
purpose of convicting, and everybody knew it, 
but courts-martial were uniformly lenient to 
this class of cases when occurring in the dis- 
loyal States, and therefore | say that this con- 
viction and sentence, sanctioned and approved 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
SUTLER, | then a military commander, is a fact 
‘ unusual significance. In any view of the 
ase here is a solemn record of conviction of 


‘he grevious offense, giving aid to the public | 


tucky [Mr. Beck ]and the ‘gentleman from | 


Under these | 
circumstances I desire simply to say this: that | 


There are no doubt | 


Mr. SARGENT. 
Indiana yield to me. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly. I yield to the 


| gentleman from California. 








| the Government itself, 


Mr. SARGENT. The gentleman from 
Indiana hasimplied in his remarks that lought 
to make some retractions. So far as I feel it my 
duty todo so, I willdoit. So faras it may 
be necessary to explain myself more clearly, 
I shall do it in justice to myself. 
question of the gentleman from New York, 
{|Mr. Woop,] in good faith, whether persons 
having used false and scandalous language in 
regard to any officer of the United States, or 
and having it proved 


Will the gentleman from | 


I asked the | 


upon them, should afterward, in his judgment, | 


be admitted or excluded for that reason from 
the floor of the House? 

Mr. WOODWARD. 
the question. 

Mr. RANDALL. Ob, no. 

Mr. SARGENT. Whether a person having 
used such language as he quoted should there- 
for, in his judgment, be excluded from this 
House? 

Mr. RANDALL. No, sir; go tothe record. 

Mr. SARGENT. Well, 
record. 
mind and I think it is what I said. Now, sir, 
I had in my mind this, in which I may be in 
error; I do not desire to do the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Woop] any injustice, but my 
recollection assures me that in the last Con- 
gress he was censured by this House for saying 


| in this presence that a bill then under consid- 


eration was ‘‘ this most infamous bill of this 
most infamous Congress.’’ Now, if it is the 
judgment of the gentleman, speaking here 
upon his responsibility as a Representative, 
that any one who uses false oa scandalous 
language toward a department of the Govern- 
ment should be excluded from a seat here, then 
I might appeal to his own conscience whether 
he himself should be seated here among us. 
Mr. RANDALL. Your remark was general. 
Mr. SARGENT. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. E.pripge] then made a remark 


| to me, to which I responded, and it was that || 
| that gave occ: ision to the partic ‘ular e xception || 
| of the gentleman from Indiana, [| Mr. Hotmay. ] 


Now, t sir, so far as gentlemen are here pres- 


| ent on the Democratic side of the House, I 


cannot say that any one of them ever used such 
language as that indicated. What they may 
have said to their intimates, if I knew it, as 


Oh, no; that was not | 


AL GLOBE. 


I appeal to the || 
[ know that was what I had in my | 


825 


selves in the scale against the country. In 
the Thirty Seventh Congress they insisted here, 
n my hearing, that there was no r ™ to 
coerce a sovereign State, and they assailed Mr. 
Lincoln because he called troops here to defend 
the capital, and assailed our soldiers as ** L 
coln’s hirelings.’’ 





Mr. COX. That is not correct. I made 
among the first, if not the first speech against 
secession that was made in this House Lhe 


Democratic party in this House were divided, 
as we all know, and the Democrats of the 
North stood almost as one man by the side ot 
Judge Douglas in that controversy with the 
South. | speak of the Democrats in the N orth 
We never gave any countenance to the doctri: 

of secession ; and | will say to the gentleman 
that when a member of his own party in the 
Congress referred to, the then member from 
Kansas, Mr. Conway, introduced a deliberate 
proposition here, in the form of resolutions, to 
dismember this country, his party never under- 
took to expel, or made a motion to turn him 
out; but when a Democrat from Cincinnati, 
Mr. Long, made a speech here looking in that 
direction, a majority here voted to expel him. 
[ voted at that time, as I shall vote now, with 


, the gentleman from Indiana, { Mr. Voorners, | 


| | Mr. Houman. | 


for the constitutional and sacred right of rep 
resentation. We should not exclude any man 
on account of past expressions. If that were 
done, then half the seats on the Republican 
side of the House would be emptied by reason 
of the disunion sentiments of their occupants 
before the war began. 

Mr. SARGENT. Iam willing to give any 
gentleman the benefit of any exception he may 
claim. I will make no personal issue with any 
gentleman, either the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Woop] or my friend from Indiana, 
But I say itis not ‘rue that the 
Democratic party was not in sympathy with 
secession, and did not aid the rebellion by 
theiracts. Sir, a Democratic President, Jam« 
Buchanan, a northern man, sent a message to 
Congress that the Government of the Unied 
States had no power to coerce a State. And 
in that opinion he was supported by his Attorney 


| General, another Democrat and northern man, 


Mr. Black. 

I appeal to the recollection of the gentlemen 
onmyright. Did wenoton athousand stum)p 
meet the Democratic party of the North, who 
assailed the Government and denounced the 
war as an ‘abolition war? Did not the 
Democratic party as a unit vote against the 
conscription bills when our Army was failing 
for want of soldiers? Did they not resolve at 
Chicago, in 1864, when the rebellion was nearly 
destroyed, that the war was a failure? 

Mr. MAYHAM. I would ask the gentleman 
from California a question. 

Mr. SARGENT. Very well. 

Mr. MAYHAM. Did not a Republican edi 


| tor, publishing a paper in the city of New York, 


| may be true; 


advocate the right of the southern States to 
secede from the Union? 

Mr. SARGENT. I do not know but that 
I do not care whether some one 


| man did say so or not. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I understand the gentleman 
from California [ Mr. Sarncenr | desires to recall 


|| the general remark which he made discourteous 


[ do not, | would not repeat here. But my | 
remark meant this, and this only, that the 
party to which they are attached from the 


earliest outbreak of the rebellion threw them- 


| to this side of the House. 


So far as | am con- 


| cerned I am willing to accept his disclaimer 


of any intention to impute disloyalty to any 


| member of this House. But I will say to him 


that the first wholly, deliberately disloyal sen 
timent upon the floor of this House at the tim: 
the rebellion began to cast its shadow over this 
country, one that from its very nature and 
deliberation was caleulated to give enconrag 

ment to the enemies of the Union, ube 
proposition to which my friend from New York 


was 


| Mr. Cox] has referred, the proposition and 
speech of Conway, of Kansas, to recognize d 

union as an accomplished fact; and the gen 
tleman from California must not forget that. 
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i:very Democrat on this floor voted against the 
proposition ; that record cannot be changed. 

And another thing: during the long, sad, 
weary months that preceded the war the first 
and bravest words that went forth from this 
llouse for the Union and against secession 
aoe 
side of the House. The reeord of this louse 
will support me in that statement, and to that 
record | appeal. I assert, sir, that during the 
session of Congress preceding the war more 
and more emphatic speeches for the Union and 
in denunciation of the armed traitors who were 
striking at the old flag were uttered on this side 
than from the other side of this House. 

And now, after these years of war have passed 
by, when I look around me and see here on 
this side of the House, so indiscreetly assailed, 
the gentleman from Ohio, {Mr. Munaen,] the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Siocum,] 
another gentleman from Ohio, {Mr. Moraan, | 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Cress, | and 
others who stood foremost among those who 
bore aloft amid the smoke of battle the old flag 
of the Republic; when I see some of them 


speeches delivered from benches on this | 


| 


sylvania [Mr. Woopwarp] will give way for a 


moment, I must insist that if my friend from || 


|| California [Mr. Sargent] desires to make a 


enfeebled tor life by the hardships and perils | 
of the field; when I see these seats so honor- | 
ubly filled by men who never faltered in their | 


devotion to the Union, and who now resist 
the remorseless partisanism that would wipe 


out every vestige of the old Republic; when I 


remember, sir, that the names of these men add | 
luster to the history of my country, that the | 


record of their noble achievements for the 
Union is beyond the reach of partisan detrac- 
tion, secure on the page of impartial history ; 
when I remember all this, 1 know that the 
gentleman from California [Mr. Sargent] 
would not deliberately impute any sentiment 
of disloyalty to the men who occupy seats here 
on this side of the House. 


Mr. Speaker, I think he could not do so for 


another reason. He knows as well as I know 
that in the long columns of armed men who 
marched from every State of the North to 
uphold the Government Democrats and Repub- 
licans stood shoulder to shoulder, side by side. 
‘They fell together upon every battle-field of 
the Republic, and upon every battle-field their 
blood mingled together, and together how many 
of them sleep inthe same common grave. The 
waters of the Potomac and of every river that 
flows from the North to the South have been 
reddened by the blood of Republican and of 
Democratic soldiers, who have side by side 
fought and died for the Union. And | know 
that no man as worthy to represent a constit- 
uency asis the gentleman from California would 
by any serious remarks question the patriotism 
of that great party, so illustrious in its record, 
whose representatives in the war forthe Union 
are so worthy of our admiration, who stood 
and still stand so bravely for the integrity of 
the Republic. Democrats and Republicans 
alike filled the ranks of your Army, alike toiled 
and suffered and died for the Union, and no 
man, except in the spirit of the partisan, would 
rob them of their just fame. It was doubtless 
the fact that the officers were generally on one 
side politically ; but the soldiers who fought the 
battles of the Union, the men in the ranks, were 
of both parties and about equal in numbers, the 
members of the Democratic party as devoted 
to the Union, sacrificing as much, enduring as 
much, and falling as bravely as those enter- 
taining a different political faith. Let no man 
attempt to deprive either of their just meed of 
praise. 

I yield for a few moments to my friend from 
Pennsylvania, [ Mr. Woopwarp. } 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. SARGENT. I desire to call attention 
to the fact that the gentleman from Indiana, 
[ Mr. Houman,] after inviting me to explain 
my previous remarks, interrupted me in the 
course of my explanation and has given me 
no opportunity to resume. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 





| 


| 
| 





|| personal explanation—— 


Mr. WOODWARD. I will not yield the 
floor to the gentleman from California. 

TheSPEAKER. Doesthe gentleman from 
Indiana yield indefinitely to the gentleman from 


| Pennsylvania, [Mr. Woopwarp ?] 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
from Pennsylvania. 


Mr. WOODWARD. 


I yield to the gentleman 


Mr. Speaker, I do not 


| rise to discuss this question. Lintend to vote 


for the admission of this man from Virginia. 
I rise only for the purpose of replying to the 
slanderous charge brought against the Dem- 
ocratic members of the House by the member 
from California. I denounced it as slander- 
ous at the moment it feil from his lips; I so 
denounce it now ; and I say that he only aggra- 
vates the offense when, in his attempt to ex- 
plain it, he says that the Democratic party of 
the North was opposed to the war and in favor 
of secession. On the contrary, I aflirm that 


if the Democratic party of the North had not 


recruited your armies the southern confederacy 
had this day been an established and accom- 
plished fact. You are indebted to the Dem- 
ocratic party for the suppression of the rebel- 
lion. The gentleman from California ought 
to know this if he does not; and if ke does 
know it he ought not to bring such a charge 
against a large and respectable body of his 
fellow-citizens. 

Sir, three members of my own family marched 
to that war besides many other relatives. I 
have always observed that those persons who 
bring such charges against Democrats are gen- 
erally the people who did the least themselves 
for the suppression of the rebellion. I have 
met this aie and insinuation on this floor 
repeatedly. 1 have heard the war called the 
‘* Democratic war,’’ the intention being in so 
calling it to revile the Democratic party; yet 
this insinuation, intended to be a reproach, 
is in a great measure atrue assertion ; for tak- 
ing the rank and file of the Army when they 
went out it would be found that the majority 
were Democrats—not when they came home, 
not after they had been doctored by your chap- 
lains and your sutlers, your ‘‘ carpet-baggers’”’ 
and camp followers ; but they were Democratic 
when they went out. Yes, sir, I believe the 
assertion can be sustained by proof, that the 
majority of the rank and file of the Army that 
subdued the rebellion was drawn from the 
Democratic masses of the country. 

One word now in regard to the main ques- 
tion. ‘This man Porter does not come here to 
represent himself, but to represent a district 
of the State of Virginia; and I am not dis- 
posed to repeat the outrage that has been com- 
mitted by the majority of this House again and 
again in denying to people of this country the 
Representative of their choice on account of 
expressions which may have escaped him in 
regard to Mr. Lincoln or his administration. 
Sir, the Democratic party of this country have 
always been in favor of free speech. ‘They are 
not accustomed to condemn any man for its 
exercise. ‘They have exercised it themselves. 
They did criticise Mr. Lincoln’s administra- 
tion; they had a right to do so. But, sir, they 
fought the battles of the country; they sub- 
dued the rebellion; and when the truth is 
ascertained it will be found, as I have before 
said, that the majority of those who went into 
the Army were drawn from the Democratic 
masses of the country. It will be found also 
that men who have been reviled here and else- 
where as ‘secessionists’? never uttered a 
secescion sentiment in their lives, never did 
an act in aid of the rebellion, but on the con- 
trary contributed, in point of fact, more largely 
to its suppression than their accusers. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I hope 


| the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hotmay] 


If my friend from Penn- || will yield to me. 
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| Mr. HOLMAN, 
gentleman want? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, 
minutes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
| for that time. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
five minutes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I have agreed to yield, 
'the gentleman from Massachusetts. ©“ — 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, 
Speaker, as my action has been called in ques 
tion, I desire to state to the House exactly wh; 
occurred in regard to the case of Mr. Porte, 
of Virginia. He was a young lawyer, the Com, 
monwealth’s attorney under what was know, 
as ‘‘the Peirpoint government” in Nor{o}| 
That was a loyal government, and he was ey;, 
dently supposed to be a loyal man at that tiny. 
by his associates. I presume this was hig )pj< 
fortune, that he was under a government with; 
the operations of the troops in the field, ayq 
which was consequently interfered with by the 
force of military orders, and on the occasion 
referred to he became excited in a public place 
in Norfolk, and in disobedience of military 
orders uttered the words charged. He was 
tried, not by a court-martial as has been stated, 
but by a military commission, and it having 
been found that he acted thus in disobedience 
of military orders he was convicted. Like a 
good patriot he submitted to the punishmen: 
inflicted upon him. He did not undertake to 
get out awrit of habeas corpus, as some of my 
Democratic friends in Indiana did to get ou 
from under punishment. Afterward I met Mr. 
Porter, received his explanation, and became 
satisfied that it was the result of ill-nature and 
excited political discussion, and relieved him. 
The next I saw of him was as a member of the 
constitutional convention of Virginia, doing 
the best he could toward the reconstruction ot 
that State. Let me here recall to the attention 
of our friends on the other side of the Hous 
the great joy the Scripture tells us there is in 
Heaven over the one sinner that repenteth. 
{Laughter.] I have no other belief in the 
world to-day but that Mr. Porter isa loyal man. 

I have now a word to say to my friend from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Woopwarp, } who asserted 
that a majority of the Army was 5 RT of 
members of the Democratic party. I believe 
a great many who went out early in the war 
were Democrats; but it was not long before 
they left that party. I remember that I hada 
body-guard in 1864 composed of men from the 
gentleman’s own State, one hundred and one 
of the finest soldiers I ever saw, all of whom 
voted for Lincoln, except one, the trumpeter, 
who was put under arrest for being behind time, 
and he voted for McClellan. [ Laughter. | 

Mr. HOLMAN. I now yield to the gentle: 
man from New York. 

Mr. WOOD. WhenI presented to the House 
the objection to Mr. Porter, of Virginia, I did 
not anticipate any such discussion as this. [n- 
deed, I did not anticipate any discussion atall. 
1 carefully avoided making any argument or giv- 
ing any opinion on the abstract constitutions: 
| question as to the right of representation 10 
| Congress. Iconfined myself simply to preseii! 
to the House a memorial placed in my hands 
by some respectable citizens of Virginia re 
monstrating against his right to a seat here. 

My motives for presenting that paper were 
these: it is familiar to every member of the 
House that during the Thirty-Ninth, Forticth, 
and Forty-First Congresses the majority 1" 
both Houses assumed the responsibility to £° 
_ behind the records, to go behind the certificate 
of election, the official certificate, by which the 
people of each congressional district demanded 
the right of representation. They went bebin¢ 
that certificate under the pretext that they hac 
the right to judge of qualifications of members 
of the House, and to go into their past sayings 
and doings, and generally into their past record. 
Under that precedent, established originally 1 
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»Thirty-Ninth Congress, were exciuded in the | 


egate over thirty-five members of the Dem- 
at c party from seats in this House to which 
had been elected by their constituency. 
.) what is a little remarkable, in no instance 
- ypon the record that during the past three 
ad es has the majority in control of the 
se ever rejected a member of their own 
-y in consequence of any seditious language 
1y aid or comfort given to the rebellion, 

> are gentlemen holding seats on the other 

of the House who were officers in the con- 
rate army; while Democrats, merely for the 

.. of a hasty expression, merely for the dec- 
ati yn ofan honestsentimentupon the abstract 


jnetitutional right of a State to secede from | 


(}nion. have been excluded from this House. 
il. sir, knowing these facts as I do, hav- 
heen a member of those Congresses, I 


-aght this was a good opportunity to test the | 





ysistency of those gentlemen. I thought 
. was a fitting occasion to put the poisoned 


‘ce to their own lips and to present them, | 
. | do to-day, in the attitude of consenting to | 


the admission to a seat in this House of one of | 


eir own political brethren who, it has been | 


jlezed, was guilty not only of seditious lan- 
cuage, but of language utterly unbecoming a 
nan, a citizen, or a gentleman; in which he 
ienouneed the Government of the United 


States. and declared he would rather live under | 


4 confederate chieftain in the South than under 
Abraham Lincoln in the North; one who had 
een tried, convicted, and sentenced, and whose 
entence had been approved by the major gen- 
eral in command of that department, now a 
listinguished member of this House from Mas- 
cachusetts, [Mr. Bur er. } 

Mr. HOLMAN. I cannot yield further to 
the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. WOOD. ‘The gentleman from Indiana 
claims the floor. I hold it by his courtesy, and 
if he insists on my resuming my seat I shall 
doit. I would only say that having been per- 
sonally referred to in this debate by the gen- 
tleman from California [Mr. Sarcent] I did 
desire an opportunity to make a few observa- 
tions with reference to the question; but not 
having, as I supposed, time to discuss the 
whole proposition, I was merely giving my 
reasons and my motive in making the objec- 
tion. I will only say this in conclusion, that 
while I believe in the right of representation 
| differ from the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Becx,] the gentlemati from Indiana, 
| Mr. VoorHEES, ] and, if you, please, from the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Woop- 
WARD,] when they take the position that you 

ave aright to admit a man who declares he 
is against the Government of the United States. 
{ will never consent to that doctrine, whether 
t be invoked on behalf of a political friend or 
a political enemy. I am willing to separate 
from my party to-day on that issue; that [ will 
not sit here with an enemy to my country. 
That is my reply to the gentleman who goes 
behind the Constitution to say that any man 
may sit here who is elected, and that we have 


00 right to investigate his loyalty to the Gov- | 





ernment if he sits here as a component part | 


of the Government. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I now yield to the gentle- 
man from Ohio. [Mr. Moraan. ] 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pur- 
pose to vote for the admission of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, Mr. Porter, whose case 


is now before the House, notwithstanding his | 


conviction for the utterance of sentiments far 
nore disloyal than those for which John 


Young Brown was denied a seat on this floor | 


by the gentlemen on the Republican side, who 
will now to a man vote for the admission of 
Mr. Porter for the simple reason that he is a 
Kepublican, which fact in their eyes expiates 
for all sins. 

_ But, sir, I did not rise to discuss the ques- 
ions connected with the court-martial which 
tried Mr. Porter, but to denounce and expose 
the charge which has often been made, and 


{ 


| as falsely made as often, that the Demo 


| ofall the States. 








| do it. i 1 
| the South they must fight the battle in their own 
| way. The North will not interposeits military power 
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party had been disloyal to the Uni m. Such 
harges, sir \ 


party whost 








come With an lil gr 
journals advocated | 
ssion in 1860, and declared th 


circumstances would foree be uss 


he right of 
it under no 


d to prevent 


! 


sece 


the southern States from going out of the 
Union. 
On the 13th of November, 1860, the Ohio 


State Journal, the Republican 


State of Ohio, thus spoke: 


“Tho General Government is but a representative 
c [tis not genuine Federal, central 

ized power. Now, if any State or States wish to 
renounce the benefits of this general protection bow 
can they be compelled to continue the re sof 
such advantages? The cotton States are not rebel- 
ling against the Federal authorities, nor nullifying 
any particular general law. ‘Theysimply request to 
be released from the Union compact. To coerce 
them to remain in the Union by the forces of the 
United States Government is to entirely change the 
nature of Federal authority.’”’ 








And a few days afterward, when intelligence | 


reached the North that there was a strong 
Union sentiment in South Carolina, the Ohio 
State Journal of the date of November 17, 


1860, gave expression to its fears that the | 


Union would not be dissolved in the following 
language : 


“We begin to have serious apprehensions that the | 


wretched little oligarchy of South Carolina intends 
toremain in the Union after all her threats of seces- 
sion. ; 

* Woregret this, and we have to propose as a means 
of avoiding future annoyance the expulsion of South 
Carolina from the Union. She never has been any- 
thing buta source of vexation, trouble, and expense. 
Let the thing be regularly and deliberately done. 
Petitions circulated among the people for the ex- 
pulsion of South Carolina would receive innumer- 
able signatures; and on the inceting of Congress we 
might ‘batter the gates off’ the Capitol * with 
storms of prayer’ forthat purpose. Thebody which 
has power to admit a State into the Union has the 
powerto expelaState, and we hope that ourmembers 
may be instructed to act promptly in this matter. 

“South Carolina does not want to secede 
expel her.’’ 

Here, sir, we have the testimony of a lead- 
ing Republican journal that secession was not 
only advocated by northern Republicans, but 
that such was their hostility to the Union that 
they declared, ‘‘as South Carolina does 
propose to secede, let us expel her.”’ 

And continuing boldly to advocate the di 
solution of the Union, under date of March 
27, 1861, the Ohio State Journal further de 
clared : 

“Politicians and dotards may gabble and wee] 
tears of imbecility over the breaking up of an unnat- 
ural compact, but reason, justice, and humanity will 
gladly accept it as one of those cheering evidences 
that Providence is working good to the creatures of 
earth through the process ofevents. — ; 

“A rigid analysis of American patriotism diseov- 
ers but little gold. The enthusiasm of the masses 
for the Union is more or less fictitious. The Union 
has been apotheosized by politicians for their own 
selfish aggrandizement. It has been made their ral- 
lying cry until the unthinking had become to invest 
it with acertain degree of sacredness. But truth 
has reached the popular heart and intelligence the 
popular mind, and the masses see that the natural 
giant strength of physical America and the measure 
of freedom enjoyed by our people under the Consti 
tution, properly directed, have made us what we are 
inspite ofthe Union.” * a ee Then 
why should the free men deplore the loss of the 
Union?” 

‘Then, why should we deplore the loss 
of the Union?”’ said the Republican leaders. 
Because they hated the Union of the Constitu- 


Let us 


not 


tion then as they hate it now; and as they 


wished its destruction then, so have they en- 
deavored to prevent its restoration now. By 
way of encouraging the southern States to 
secede, on the 31st of January, 1861, the Cin- 
cinnati Commercial, justly considered one of 
the ablest Republican papers in the country, 
thus addressed the people of the South : 


‘Gentlemen of Virginia and Kentucky, there will | 
Set aside all fears on that point. | 


be no coercion. 
Wecouldand would readily sacrifice men and money 
by thousands and millions to put down factions to 
vindicate the Government against mobs; but we do 
not want to conquer a people, and we will not try to 
If there are any unconditional Union men in 


between the South and the establishment of any 
covernment that may be the pleasure of its people.” 


Language of similar import was used by the 
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indianapolis Journal, the Republican organ for 
that State. And in reviewing the speech of 
[lon. Alexander Long, on the llth of March, 
1864, the New York Tribune said that the seces- 
sionists could have hada peaceful dissolution 

of the Union had they really desired it; that 
“So we told them at the time; so most of the lead- 
ing Republican journals told them—all in absolute 
good faith. President Lincoln, Governor Morgan, 
l nearly all of us, openly favored a convention of 


the States, which’ « * “would have 
had authority and power to decree a peaceful disso- 
lution of the Union.” 


And, now sir, lam about to repeat a charge 
which [made on this floor but a few nights ago ; 
itis this: | charge that the leaders of the Repub- 
lican party, knowing that a large majority of 
the people of the South loved the Union and 
thatsecession could not assume the proportions 
of war unless great military leaders were fur 
nished to organize and command the insur- 
rectionary armies, President Lincoln accepted, 
not only the resignations of Robert E. Lee, 
Joseph Johnston, Albert Sidney Johnston, and 
James Longstreet after the war had commenced 
and Fort Sumter was surrendered, but he ac 
cepted the resignations of one hundred and 
eighty officers, knowing that most of them re- 
signed for the express purpose of taking up 
armsagainstthe Union. And certain it is, sir, 
that had not Mr. Lincoln furnished military 
leaders to the rebellion there could not and 
would not have been any formidable armed 
opposition to the constitutional authority of 
the United States. 

Then, let not these stale calumnies be again 


st 


repeated; and let the great truth be acknow!l- 
edged here, as it will be declared by history, 
that the Union was saved by the people and 
not by a party; that the country belongs to 
the people, and not to a faction which stole 
into power while the people were battling 
for what they supposed was the Union of the 
Constitution. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [yield tothe gentleman from 
Wisconsin [Mr. E_pringe] for three minutes. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I am almost sorry that 
I sought the flooras I have only three minutes. 
[ did not. suppose when I put the question to 
my friend from California [Mr. Sarcenr]| | 
was going to create such a hubbub here as | 
have. He had put the same question substan- 
tially to the gentieman from New York, [ Mr. 
Woop,] and the gentleman from New York, 
with hisaccustomed candor, answered the ques 
tion fairly. I expected a candid answer from 
the gentleman from California. I did not sup- 
pose that he would undertake by a slander 
upon this side of the House to evade an answer 
tothe question. The question was a plain one. 
It was easily answered gf the gentleman desired 

to answer it. He now admits to the House 

and to the country that he did not intend to 
make the charge which he did make against 
members upon this side of the House. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not an extraordinary 
occasion to those of us who have been long upon 
this floor. This is not the first time that opin- 

| ions entertained and expressed by gentlemen 
| seeking seats upon this floor as members have 
| been made a reason for excluding them. We 
have seen gentlemen excluded from the floor 
and we have seen gentlemen upon the other 
side of the House voting to expel members 
upon this side for opinions calmly and respect 
fully expressed upon the floor of this House. 
This whole thing, sir, is a party matter. it 
makes all the difference in the world what ar 
| the party predilections and opinions of gentle 
| men applying for seats. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Butwer | tells us that they have repented, and 
he is very fond of making the quotation that 
‘‘there is joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents,’’ &c. It may be so; he may be right; 
and I could not help thinking that there is no 
gentleman upon this floor who could create 
|| such a thrill of joy in heaven by repentance a 
\| he could. [Laughter. ] 

i Here hammer fell. | 


the 

















8258 


Mr. HOLMAN. In conclusion, sir, of this 
irregularand miscellaneous debate | would say 
that the very first proposition offered upon this 
floor in favor of the Union and against seces- 
sion after the election of Mr. Lincoln to the 
Presidency was submitted by this side of the 
House. I| had the honor, sir, to submit that 
proposition ; 1t was known to express the sen- 
timents of nearly every Democratic member 
then in this House. The record of the past 
cannot be changed; history must state the fact 


that while the Democratic party was resisting | 


the measures of policy which were being forced 
on the country, and which in their judgment 
were destructive of the dearest interests of the 


Ltepublic, yet no party since the formation of | 


politieal society ever exhibited more steadfast 
patriotism than did that party in the loyal 
States in allits relations totthe country, whether 
inthe ranks of the Union Army, inthe command 


of Union forces, or in this Hall.and other halls | 
In the war of 1812, the history | 
records that the party that opposed the civil pol- | 
icy of the dominant party opposed the war and | 
opposed it bitterly; and this fact in history | 


of legislation. 


was repeated in our war with Mexico; but his- 
tory records the fact that the Democratic party 
during the late war, while condemning the civil 
policy of the Administration from beginning 
to end yet stood unfalteringly by the Union. 

Mr. PAINE. I now move to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. BECK. I call for the yeas and nays on 
that motion. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken ; and it was de- 


cided in the atlirmative—yeas 167, nays 4, not | 


voting 42; as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Adams, Allison, Ambler, Ames, 
Archer, Armstrong, Asper, Axtell, Bailey, Banks, 
Leaman, Beek, Benton, Biggs, Bingham, Bird, 
Bowen, Boyd, George M. Brooks, Buck, Buckley, 
Ruflinton, Burdett, Burr, Benjamin F. Butler, Rod- 

ick KR. Butler, Cake, Cessna, Churchill, Clarke, 
‘leveland, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. Cobb, Cook, 
Conger, Cowles, Cox, Crebs, Cullom, Davis, Dawes, 
Hhickinson, Dixon, Dockery, Donley, Dox, Duval, 
yer, Ela, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, 
rinkeluburg, Fisher, Fitch, Getz, Gilfillan, Golla- 
y, Griswold, Haldeman, Hale, Hamill, Hamilton, 
Huwkins, Hawley, Hay, Heaton, Heflin, Hill, Hoge, 
Jonckes, Johnson, Thomas L. Jones, Judd, Julian, 
Kellogg, Kelsey, Kerr, Ketcham, Knapp, Knott, 
Laflin, Lawrence, Logan, Loughridge, Marshall, Me- 
Carthy, MeCormick, McCrary, McGrew, McNeely, 
Mereur, Eliakim H. Moore, William Moore, Mor- 
gan, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, 
Negloy, Niblack, O’Neill, Orth, Packard, Paine, 
Palmer, Phelps, Platt, Poland, Pomeroy, Potter, 
Prosser, Reading, Reeves, Rice, Rogers, Roots, 
Sanford, Sargent, Sawyer, Schumaker, Scofield, Li- 
onel A, Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, Sherrod, Slocum, 
John A. Smith, Joseph 8.Smith, William J. Smith, 
William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, Stevenson, 
siiles, Stokes, Stone, Strader, Strickland, Strong, 

wann, Taffe, Tanner, Tillman, Trimble, Twichell, 
‘Tyner, Upson, Van Auken, Van Horn, Van Trump, 
Voorhees, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, William 
Lb. Washburn, Welker, Wells, Whittemore, Wilkin- 
sou, Willard, Williams, Eugene M,. Wilson, John T. 
Wilson, Winans, Winchester. Witcher, Wood, and 
W oodward—167. 
be M AYs- Mesare. Barnum, Benjamin, Boles, and 
rmidgway--4, 

NOT VOTING—Meessrs. Arnell, Beatty, Bennett, 
Biair, James Brooks, Burchard, Calkin, Coburn, 
Doweese, Dickey, Fox, Garfield, Greene, Haight, 
Ifambleton, Hays, Hoag, Hoar, Holman, Hooper, 
Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Alexander H. Jones, Kell 
lash, Lynch, Mayham, Maynard, Milnes, Jesse H. 
Moore, Morrissey, Mungen, Packer, Peters, Randall, 
Schenck, Shanks, Worthington C. Smith, Stough- 
ton, Sweeney, Townsend, and Wheeler—42. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table, 

Mr. Cuantes H. Porrer then appeared and 
qualified by taking the oath prescribed by the 
act of 1862, 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hamrry, | 
one of its clerks, announced to the House that | 


the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 297) to 


constitute Omaha, in the State of Nebraska, a | 
port of delivery; in which the concurrence of | 


the House was requested. 


ABOLITION OF FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH, by unanimous con- 


sent, reported from the Committee on the Post 


ey, « 
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Office and Post Roads a bill (H. R. No. 986) | 
to abolish the franking privilege ; which was | 
read a tirst and second time. | 

The question was re ordering the bill to | 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to ask that 
this bill be made the special order for some | 
day next week. | 

Mr. CULLOM. [hope the bill will be put | 
upon its passage now. 

Several Members. That is right; put it on 
its passage. 

The bill was read atlength. The first section 
provides that all laws and parts of laws giving 
the right to any officer or Department of the 
Government or other person to either send or 
receive through the United States mails free 
of charge any letter, document, or other mail- 
able matter, are hereby repealed. ‘The second 
section provides that this act shall take effect 
from and after the Ist day of July, 1870. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Lhope the House will at 
once pass this bill. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. That better be done. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I am sorry I cannot 
accommodate those gentlemen who are so very 
anxious to vote for this bill. But as it is not 
proposed to have this bill take effect until the 
ist day of July next there is no special neces- 
sity for passing it now. 

Mr. CULLOM. I understand that there is 
no objection to passing this bill now, 

Mr. RANDALL. Let it be done now. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. There is no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois [Mr. Farnsworti] who reported the bill 
himself objects to it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. As the bill is now 
before the House I will call the previous ques- 
tion, which will test the sense of the House 
upon it. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Will the 
gentleman yield for an amendment? 

Mr. STEVENSON. Will the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. 'arnsworrn] yield for an 
amendment to strike out the second section, so 
that the bill shall take effect from and after its 
passage ? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
amendments. 

The question was then taken upon seconding 


the previous question ; and upon a division 
| 
| 








I cannot yield for 


there were—ayes 115, noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered, which 
was upon ordering the bill to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire to make a suggestion 
to my colleague. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 

Mr. LOGAN. This bill is for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. Now, I would ask 
if it would not be well to amend this bill so 
that the enormous amount of expenditure 
which the Government is inflicting upon the 
people may be taken from the amount paid 
contractors for carrying the mails; otherwise 
the mere abolition of the franking privilege 
would not save one cent to the Government, 
and would only benefit the contractors for car- 
rying the mail; and this bill, 1 would suggest, 
is only a piece of demagogery. 

Mr. GETZ. I desire to make a parliament- 
ary inquiry. Is it in order to pass this bill 
now, when we have received only about one 
ton of the twenty or thirty tons of petitions 
sent out by the Postmaster General free of 
postage ? 

The SPEAKER. 
ary inquiry. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to make a 
remark in reply to my colleague, [Mr. Logan. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I woul 
like to make a single inquiry of the gentleman 
from Lilinois, (Mr. Farnsworrn. | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will remind || 
the House that this debate is proceeding by | 
unanimous consent. | 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I only |; 





Very well. 


That is not a parliament- 
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desire toask whether this bill, in the judeme, 
of the chairman of the Post Office Commie, * 
[Mr: Farnswortu,] cuts off the free cirn. 
tion of newspapers as well as of other pr hi. 
ations and documents. Fn 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
everything. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. A)| »;,) 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire now. 0, 
House will permit, to say one word in re, 
to the suggestion of my colleague, [Mr. Logyy 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman {roxy |) 
nois [Mr. Farnswortu] if he claims it js , 
titled to one hour. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, Qo). 
gress cannot of course pass any act whic) 
would interfere with the existing contracts {,, 
carrying the mails. The Postmaster Gener, 
is now invested with sufficient authority ,, 
that subject either to reduce or to increase t). 
mail service, or to discontinue contracts whey 
ever in his judgment the interests of the ger. 
vice may demand it. 

I wish to say right here, once for all, that | 
concur with my committee in reporting this 
bill; but I do not support the measure for tho 
reasons given by the Postmaster General, | 
do not believe that the Department is going \y 
make a saving of $5,000,000 or anything Jik. 
it by.the abolition of the franking privilege. 


It does; it Cuts 


| 1 do not think that the mails are going to |) 


carried for much less than the present, cost oi 
carrying them. I think there will be scarcely 
any appreciable difference. ‘There will be som: 
difference in the revenues of the Department, 
for more postages will be paid than are pai 
now. What will be the amount of the addi- 
tional postage [ caunot say; but in my judg 
ment it will be far less than $5,000,000. 

It has been suggested by the Postmaster 
General that we appropriate money out of ihe 
Treasury to enable the different Departments 
of the Government, and the members ant 
officers of the two Houses of Congress, wi» 
now have the franking privilege, to purchase 
stamps for the purpose of sending the docu- 
ments which are now sent free. The commi 
tee have thought it would be unwise to ado 
such a measure, and I concur with the com 
mittee on that point. 

I think—and I[ now come to the main reason 
why I am in favor of abolishing the franking 
privilege—that the effect of its abolition wil 
be to do away with the stupendous amount of 
public printing which is now done by order of 
Congress. If the franking privilege be abo! 
ished we shall send no more of these heavy 
books and documents through the mails. We 
shall not be able to frank them; our constitu 
ents will not be willing to pay the postage o 
them for the sake of getting them, and, coi 
sequently, we shall cease to print them. Mew 
bers of Congress will thus be relieved from « 
very large amount of labor, a kind of labo 
which does them no good, and which does 
very few of their constituents any good. |: 
is supposed by many people in the country 
that a member of Congress makes a great dea 
of popularity and personal strength for him 
self among his constituents by sending them 
books and documents. This is a mistake. 
Take, for instance, the agricultural report, 
most popular document that we print. 1h: 
number allowed to each member of Congre> 
is, I suppose, about eight handred. Now, there 
are in my district about twenty-five thousan' 
voters—I donot remember the precise number. 
It will be seen that eight hundred agricultur 
reports go but a very little way among twenty 
five thousand voters. Why should we t\ 
twenty-four thousand two hundred voters, w') 
do not get any of these books, to pay for ( 
eight hundred copies that are sent to the re 
maining eight hundred voters? 

So with regard to every other book that 


print. Take, for instance, the Congression! 
Globe. Lach member of Congress is, | ) 


lieve, entitled to twenty-four sets of the Cor 
gressional Globe. I will not pretend to saJ 
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ow much that publication costs ; I will leave 
. question to the chairman of the Committee 
. Printing, but it costs an immense amount. 
‘ne member of the committee tells me that it 
-osts five dollars per volume. Now, only twenty- 
ar newspapers or libraries or individuals in 
ingressional district can receive these vol- 
mes, Why should we tax the people of that 
strict who never see these volumes to pay 
+ the twenty-four copies that are distributed 
-mong this very limited number? 
“Mr. BENTON. Will the gentleman from 
illinois answer a question ? 
“Mr. FARNSWORTH. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BENTON. Does not the gentleman 
lieve that this agricultural report is very 
neficial to the people among whom it is dis- 
‘ributed; and if, for instance, there is one 
port circulated to every fifty voters, does not 
. whole population in the main become in- 


4 


re 


| 


day. 


a better friend, but equally as good as the ren- 


‘yrmed as to the important contents of that || 


work ? 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I apprehend not. 
Mr. BENTON. Lask the gentleman whether 
loes not believe that the agricultural reports 
are of great benefit to the agricultural districts ? 


FARNSWORTH. 


Al» 
wr. 


I am not talking | 


against the agricultural reports. I have already | 


aid that itis the most popular book we publish. 
\ly argument is against the idea of taxing one 


yortion of the people who get no books to pay | 


‘or books which the other portion does get. 

Mr. BECK. Will the gentleman yield to me 
ior a question ? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. With pleasure. 

Mr. BECK. Now, I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman this question: the Postmaster General 
has announced that he will save $5,000,000 if 
he franking privilege be abolished. Tor one 
| am anxious to save that $5,000,000. 


If the | 


Committee on Appropriations cut out that | 


35,000,000, as I hope and believe they will, 
will the Postmaster General make his word 
good by performing the postal service without 
that $5,000,000, and will the Committee on 
the Post Offices and Post Roads refuse to 
recommend any deficiency if we now act in 
accordance with the recommendation of the 
Postmaster General ? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Icannotanswerthose 
inquiries. AsI have already said, I believe 
that the Postmaster General exaggerates when 
he says we can save $5,000,000 by the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege. If we abolish 
the franking privilege it will be possible for the 
Committee on Appropriations to leave out a 
large sum, but 1 do not know how much it 
willbe. They will be able to save a large sum 
in reference to the public printing. ‘That is 
where the great bung-hole is; there is where 
the great leak is. 

Mr. CULLOM. Is this debate in order? 
The SPEAKER. It is, and the gentleman 
irom Illinois is entitled to the floor for an hour. 

Mr. WARD. I wish to make a suggestion 
to my friend from Illinois. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Let it be brief. 

Mr. WARD. If 1 understood the gentleman 


irom Illinois, [Mr. LoGan,] his remarks con- | 
tained a reflection upon the Postmaster Gen- || 


eral, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 do not yield for 
that purpose. My remarks contain no reflec- 
tion upon the Postmaster General. 

Mr. WARD. lacknowledge that; but what 


| want to say is that the Postmaster General is | 


4 high-minded and conscientious man, and in 
what he has done for the good of the public 
‘service he has been actuated by asense of duty. 
rey he is right and the country will sus- 
tain him. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. [have not reflected 
upon the Postmaster General at all. 
_Mr. WARD. I had noreference to the gen- 
“eman, but merely referred to his colleague. 
Mr. LOGAN. If I said anything reflecting 
upon the Postmaster General I am glad to be 
called to account by the one who is expecting 


to be the Postmaster General at some future | 


| or not. 


tleman from New York, and perhaps have had 
as much to do as the gentleman from New 
York in putting him there as the Postmaster 
General, but perhaps no more. 

I propose to ask my colleague that if we 
abolish the franking privilege, which I consider 
one of the perquisites belonging to the people, 
in what particular will that abolition reduce 
the expenditures of the Government? I expect 
to vote for it because my people seem to wish 
it. I have expected to vote for it all the time, 
not because it saved money, but because it 
seems to be the desire of everybody. How 
that desire has been brought about it is not 
necessary for me to go into. 

But the point is this, that the mail matter 
we frank to our constituents has to be carried 
by the contractors, who have contracts with the 
Department for four years, and we will have to 
pay them whether this mail matter is carried 
Therefore, to abolish the franking 
privilege at this time is nothing more or less 
than to put money into the pockets of these 
contractors for carrying mails to different parts 
of the country, and it will not save one dollar 


| to the Government. 


| ilege to save that. 


You may save by preventing the printing of 
these documents. Of course we can do that 
without the abolishing of the franking privilege. 
It is not necessary to abolish the franking priv- 
If money is to be saved by 


| the abolition of the franking privilege it can 





only be by effecting a saving on the amounts 
of the mail contracts. And the suggestion I 


554 


| make to my colleague [Mr. Farnswortu] is 


whether it would not be well to empower in 
this bill all postmasters to reduce the amounts 
of the mail contracts in proportion to the reduc- 
tion of mail matter, which will be the result 
of abolishing the franking privilege. That is 
my suggestion ; and as regards the bill I think 
it reasonable, and shall vote for it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will say to my col- 
league, as regards the point to which he has 
adverted, that a large proportion of the con- 


| tracts for carrying the mails in the United 
| States will expire very soon. 


Invitations for 
new bids are now out—I know they are out in 
our own State—and the effect of this bill will 
be to enable those who desire contracts to make 
their bidsand the Postmaster General toaccept 
them with reference to it. 

Mr. LOGAN. One fourth of the mail con- 
tracts expires every year. It is that fourth 
which is about to expire now. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. My colleague is too 
good a lawyer to imagine that we can pass an 
ex post facto law that would interfere with the 
contracts already out. It is true, however, 
that at the time each contract is made the Post- 
master General is armed with all the authority 
necessary to bring such a measure as this into 
operation. 

Mr. LOGAN. Wecandothis. I know we 
cannot pass a law that will be ex post facto so 
as to impair the obligation of acontract. Our 
Constitution prohibits that. But we can em- 
power the Postmaster General to abrogate the 
existing contracts and make new ones in ac- 
cordance with the requirements of the law. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The Postmaster Gen- 
eral can do that now. He is authorized to 
do it. 

I now wish to make a remark with reference 
to a suggestion 

Mr. CONGER and Mr. LAFLIN severally 
requested the gentleman to yield to them. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I cannot yield to 
any one at present. Some gentleman made a 
suggestion as to distributing public documeuts, 
the agricultural reports particularly. It seems 
to me there is no difficulty in providing by law 
for the distribution among the people of such 
reports as they want. Depositories might be 
established in different parts of the country, 
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Lam a better friend—no, I will not say || but as freight. 
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The public documents could 


| then be kept in these depositories for sale at 


their cost to people who desired to have them. 
Then every man who wanted one of these books 
would pay for it whatit cost, and the man who 
did not care to have it, woud not be taxed to 
pay for the printing of it and the sending it to 
other people. 

I believe they have some such system as that 
in England. Perhaps some gentleman who is 
better informed on the subject than I am can 
state precisely what the English system is. 
But I believe it to be that public documents 


| printed by order of Parliament are kept in 


certain depositories for sale. Our system | 

been very different, We print a great many 
reports of Departments in divers volumes 

three or four of them—and send them round 
among the people. And what becomes of 
them? To a very large extent they are stowed 
away in garrets with other lumber. I have 
myself I do not know how many of those docu 
ments which nobody wants. [would scarcely 
insult a man by sending them to him. And so 
they lie and mold. Every member of this 
House who has been here for a number ot 
years must have had a similarexperience. On 


| the shelves of some of our warmest political 


| friends we will probably find numerous copi 


of these old documents with the wrappers sti! 
round them, the persons to whom they were 
sent not having taken the trouble to tear them 
off; and yet the Government has paid for those 
books from two to ten dollars a volume. I 
believe that the mechanical report, which is of 
no use to anybody unless he is a mechanic 
and a mechanic of considerable science, costs 
some fifteen dollars avolume. Am I right? 
Mr. LAFLIN. ‘Twelve dollars and a half. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Well, when a man 


| writes to us for a book we send him, perhaps, 
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the mechanical report. It may do him some 
good, perhaps, if he is sufficiently scientific to 
understand the plates and cuts and the science 
that is in the report; but he probably is not, 
and he and his family look over the pictures 
in the report and then throw it aside, and that 
is the last of it. Kaeh volume of that book 
costs $12 50. 

Mr. LAFLIN. Lam informed that I mis 
understood the gentleman from Illinois. I 
understand him to inquire the cost of the me- 
chanical report per set. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. No; per volume. 

Mr. LAFLIN. It costs $12 50 per set. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. And there are four vol- 
umes in a set. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I now yield five 
minutes tothe gentleman from New Y ork, [ Mr. 
LAFLIN. } 


Mr. LAFLIN. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman 


| from Illinois has, in my judgment, made the 


very strongest argument that could be made 


| in favor of the abolition of the franking priv- 


ilege in the effect it will have in lessening the 
cost of the public printing. While I agree fully 
with him in that statement I am not prepared 
to sanction by my vote a statement that shall 
go forth to the country that we are to save mil- 
lions of dollars, or anywhere near such a sum 
of money even, in the public printing by the 
I will not 
occupy the time of the House by any debate, 
but | wish to make a statement here, and I 
desire the Associated Presa, if I can get the 
attention of its reporter, to give to the country 
in behalf of a much-abused Congress, and in 
behalf of the integrity and devotion to the eet 
lie interests which have in this direction char- 
acterized the Congresses with which I have 


| been associated, the benefit of the statement 


that I am about to make. Year in and year 
out, every now and then, in papers respectable 
in their character, highly influential, regarded 
as the very first authority, I see statements 
circulated that the cost of the congressional 
printing amounts to million of dollars. If I 


where these documents can be kept for sale. || had at my hand, as I haveat my room, a copy of 
Let them be sent there; not through the mails, |] perhaps the most influential journal in the Uni- 
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ted States, published in the city of New York, 
recognized as good Republican authority at 
least, | might quote from that paper and show 
that there is a statement therein that while the 
Government Printing Office years ago only 
cost’ $200,000 it now costs over $2,000,000. 
These are very easy statements to make; not 
very flattering to Congress, but nevertheless 
they are not sustained by facts and the record. 


if there has been any tendency to extravagance || 
in the public printing it certainly does not | 
apply to the last three Congresses, and I want | 


to say here in behalf of my associates, in behalf 
of Congresses in whose reputation and character 


| have a little stake, that we are being held | 


responsible all over this country for expendi- 
tures that are made beyond and outside of the 
votes which we cast here in favor of these ex- 
penditures, 
exactly the cost of the public printing of the 
Iiouse of Representatives and Senate, who 
‘steam this privilege of sending out these pub- 
ic documents so highly, 1 quote from the 
ast report of the Congressional Printer, sub- 
mitted to this louse: 


| 


The amount of printing, binding, lithographing, 
and cngraving ordered by the House of Keprescut- 
atives for the last year, was $440,422 88.”’ 

And in explaining this amount I want the 
country to understand that overthree hundred 


and fifty thousand dollars of this amount was || 


expended upon three books: first, the agri- 
cultural report costing a little over one hun- 
dred thousand dollars ; second, the mechanical 
report, costing a little over two hundred thou- 


sand dollars, and the balance was applied to | 


the Globe. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I hope the time of the 
ventieman will be extended. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will give the gen- 
tleman five minutes longer. I have promised 
to yield to several other gentlemen. 

Mr. LAFPLIN. Of the amount I have stated 
over one hundred thousand dollars were ex- 
jeuded for the agricultural report, and that 
report bound and executed ag it is, costs the 
Government justabout fifty-twocents a volume. 

Now, I want to know how many farmers 
‘here are, economical though they may be, who 


vill say that this Congress is extravagant, even | 
though it must make a discrimination in send- | 
ing out these books, in giving the information 


contained in these books to the people at a cost 


of only fifty-two cents a volume. But the great 
eXpense in connection with the public printing 


the mechanical report—-or the Patent Office 
report, as itis sometimes called—and for which 
we spent over two hundred thousand dollars. 


Of that amount nearly one hundred thousand | 


dollars was for the illustrations accompanying 
the report. That publication is made in the 
interest of inventors and for the Patent Office, 
and yet it is charged to the extravagant liber- 
ality of members of Congress. 
the printing of the House. And now when we 


come to the printing of the Senate and find by | 


this report that the Senate ordered the expend- 
iture of $119,072 08 for printing, when you 


combine these two accounts, $440,000 and | 
ou get just ex- | 
Congress have || 


$119,600 in round numbers, 
actly what the two Houses o 
ordered to be expended in printing. 

1 am asked by my friend, the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations, [Mr. Dawss, ] 
if I can tell how much printing the Depart- 
ments have ordered. I have not the figures at 
hand. But I venture to make the statement 
that, as against the amount that has been 
ordered by Congress, there has been printed 
for the Departments during the same time from 
cight to nine hundred thousand dollars’ worth. 

Mr. JUDD. 
printing executed at the Government Printing 
Office ? 

Mr. LAFLIN, 
somewhere near the sum of $1,700,000. 

Mr. JUDD. How much of that amount 


And now that we may know just || Congress to the members of the House? 





What is the total cost of the | 


I have not the figures, but | 
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would be properly chargeable to the Depart- || The question of repeal has been go pres 


ments? 

Mr. LAFLIN, All the balance of the print- 
ing done at the Printing Ollice beyond that 
ordered by Congress would not be properly 


chargeable to the Departments, because there | 
are certain documents and books which are | 


published in accordance with statute laws over 
which neither House can exercise any control 
except by having authority to repeal those 
laws. 

But I see that my time is about out. 
not expect to occupy even the five minutes 
allowed me. 
desire to ask my friend from Illinois [ Mr. 
l’'annswortu] some questions: first, whether 
he can inform the House of the weight of the 
public documents issued during the Fortieth 
Sec- 
ond, { wish him then to inform the House, if 


| he can, what amount would have accrued to 


the Government provided members of Congress 
had forwarded just exactly this amount and it 
had been paid for atregular book rates. Third, I 
want to ask him what proportion that amount 
which would be so saved bears to the sum cf 
$5,000,000 that the Postmaster General pro- 


poses to save by the abolition of the franking | 
| privilege. 
so that the responsibility for this great loss of | 


I desire these questions answered, 


$5,000,000 may not rest wholly upon this poor 


| Congress. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. In reply to theinter- 


| rogatories of the gentleman from New York 


(Mr. Lar.in] I would state that according to 
the account rendered by the superintendent 
of the folding-room during the Forticth Con- 
gress the documents sent away averaged about 
two tons a session to each member, or four 
tons for the Congress. ‘That, however, does 
not include speeches or letters. It is fromthe 
postage upon letters that the largest revenue 
to the Post Office would probably be derived. 
In regard to the number of letters no account 
has been kept that I am aware of, and I do not 
know any source from which that information 
can be obtained. Of course the amount to be 
derived from that source would be small com- 
pared with the estimated saving of $5,000,000. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask hima question ? 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. 


Certainly. 
{ would inquire of the 


|| gentleman if the majority of the letters re- | 
|| ceived by members of Congress are not now 
|| postage paid ? 
as ordered by the House is in connection with || 


I will say in regard to myself 
that | believe ninety out of cvery hundred 


|| letters | receive as a member of Congress are 
| prepaid. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH, I think that may be 
true in @ majority of cases, and especially of 
letters written to members of Congress by 
those people who are least able to pay the 
postage on them. ‘Those who are best able to 


| pay the postage are those who know what the | 
So much for | 


law is. 

I now yield five or six minutes of my time 
to the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. 
Hitt, ] who is a member of the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HILL addressed the House in remarks 
which will appear in the Appendix. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [I yield five minutes 


_to the gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. 


BEnTON. } 

Mr. BENTON. During the last session of 
the Fortieth Congress this same question was 
submitted to the House and there was a dis- 
cussion of it on both sides, and it was, consider- 
ing the time occupied, a fair, full, and candid 
discussion, in my opinion, of the merits of the 
question. The House then decided bya large 
majority againstrepeal. At that time [ main- 
tained that the franking privilege was in the 
interest of the people. I so believe to-day. I 
believe that in striking down the franking privi- 
lege the people will be deprived of a privilege, 
and an advantage which will many times coun- 
terbalance all that will be saved in money. 


I did | 


In view of what I have said, | || 

















January 27 
> 





Sente 


by the public press to the country that [ he!; 
a large majority of the people are now in (,, 

of abolishing the privilege. I shall theres, 
vote for it. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman y}),., 
me toask him a question? as 

Mr. BENTON. Certainly. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I have heard the ry yy 
thatsome Republican member of Congress dy, 
ing the last session undertook and did fra, 
from this Capitol home one of his vests. 
wish to ask the gentleman if he knows any 
thing about that ? - 

Mr. BENTON. I know of no such thine. 
and while at this point I will say that [ do y, 
believe that the constituents of members her. 
are generally so uninformed as to this Priviless 
and their rights as to pay their postage uno, 
communications to their members of Congress 
as the gentleman from Wisconsin states that a 
large majority of his constituents do. '[ho 
franking privilege was provided so that there 
might be a free correspondence between the 
Ktepresentative and his constituents. 

1 say, Mr. Speaker, that the information 
disseminated through the Agricultural Depart. 
ment of this Government is worth many times 
the cost of the franking privilege, and that jn 
the article of seeds alone distributed by that 
Department through the mails free is of ten. 
fold more value to the country in the increase 
and value of the crops of the farmer than al! 
the cost to the people of this privilege. And, 
sir, when gentlemen stand up here and talk 
about great frauds and abuses resulting from 
this privilege I fail tc be alarmed or to become 
convinced that there is just ground for their 
wholesale charges. Abolish the franking priv- 
ilege and every member will be relieved of « 
burden and an amount of labor in distributing 
public documents and other articles usuali; 
distributed by them to the people that no 
intelligent member would be hired to perform 
for twenty times the value of the privilege t) 
him personally. And itis no advantage to the 
member on the score of securing the tavor o| 
his constituents, for where he pleases one he 
offends many by making the distribution. 

I repeat, sir, it is an advantage to the people 
and a burden which every member of the House 
would be glad to get rid of. I am so confident 
that it is for the benefit of the people and the 
Government that after the experiment is fully 
tested by being deprived of a privilege so im- 
portant to their material and educational inter- 
ests I doubt not that they will require the 
restoration of the law which to-day they ask us 
to repeal. In abolishing this imaginary priv- 
ilege to the members of Congress we shall take 
away the stock in trade of a great many dem. 
agogues and one-idea politicians, and in that 
I for one shall be gratified. I shall vote for 
the bill because I believe a large majority of 
the people call for it, and not on the ground 
that their true interests demand it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I now yield to the 
gentleman from New York for a question. _ 

Mr. LAFLIN. The gentleman from Illinois 
failed to answer the second question which | 
put to him, which was to this effect: whether 
he was in possession of that knowledge which 
will enable him to say to the House and the 
country what was the weight of the public docu- 
ments distributed to members of the Fortiet!i 
Congress, and what would have been the savin: 
to the Government each session of that Con- 
gress provided the members had sent all these 
documents to the people and prepaid the pos! 
age at the regular book rate? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I did not hear the 
er when the gentleman was up before. 
The public documents printed for the Fortiet! 
Congress amounted in weight to 8,013 pounds, 
or four tons for the two years, that is, two tons 
per annum foreach member. The postage 0? 
those documents at the rate now charged would 
have been at the rate of $641 for each member 
per annum. The largest items in that calcula 
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, were 3,138 pounds of — reports 
h me aber per annum ; 1,274 pounds of 
s.and 971 ial Palas nt Office reports. 

_of course, does not include speeches or 
ite correspondence which passed through 
is free of postage. 

LAFLIN. Iwish to ask the gentleman 
re sustion, whether the we ight of public 
yents distributed to each member does 
not exceed the weight of doc 

to each Senator ? 

tr, FARNSWORTH. I am not fully in 

ved on that subject; but | think the weight 
— distributed to each Sen pax'y is 
ite equal to that distributed to each member. 

\ Memper. It is more. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. If anything the 

rht of public doc uments distributed to eacl 
nator exceeds the weight of those distributed 
each member of the House. 

| will now yield five minutes to the gentle- 

wn from New York, [Mr. Ferriss. ] 

Mr. FERRISS. Mr. Speaker, when this 

vyort of the Postmaster General appeared it 

ntained a statement that the franking privi- 

. cost that Department $5,000,000, equal 
to twenty-five or thirty per cent. 0 f the entire 

rst "of the postal service; aud when he so 

‘rted to this House, and that fact was em- 

wlied in the message of the President, the 
ople of the country were astonished, and so 
also were the members of this House. ‘The 

Postmaster General after having been but six 

r eight months in office, without setting forth 
data, the facts or the figures on which he 

d his opinion, set it forth in his report as 

deliberate opinion that $5,000,000 was 
her under than above the sum that would be 
saved by the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Now, sir, the investigation I have given the 
satisfies me that that is an estimate 
very wide of the truth. I have here a statement 
of the weight obtained by the actual weighing 

f the entire documents furnished to the For- 
tieth Congress. WhenI submit the facts gen- 
tlemen can judge for themselves whether I am 

iking a liberal estimate or not. ‘The weight 

f public documents for the Fortieth Congress 
stributed to each member was 8,031 pounds, 
‘amount for one year being one half of that 

iantity, or 4,016 pounds. 

sixteen oamie per pound would be $642 56. 
hen I estimate an average of fifteen letters 
wiled per day, making $164 25 per annum, 

lan average of ten letters per day received, 

$109 50 perannum. Then 
lestimate the postage on seeds and cuttings 

n dollars; on 2,000 speeches, forty dollars ; 

on newspapers, ten dollars. These sums 
ike an aggregage of $976 31, which is the 

e that woul ld h: ave to be paid by each Rep 
rest atalive and Senator provide »d he had not 
he oieating privilege. Multiply this sum by 

», the number of Senators and Representa- 
tives, and you will have the sum of $307,537 65 
as the entire aggregate of all the postage that 
nels be saved to the Government in a year 
by the abolition of the franking privilege. 

But the Postmaster General makes some 
uilegations on this subject of which it is proper 
that notice should be taken. One half of the 
matter, he says, sent under the franking priv- 
lege $3 sent under forgeries and other abuses 
of that privilege. After enumerating the 
olicers who are entitled to the franking privilege 
absolutely, he enumerates those who are entitled 

a limited franking privilege, among whom 
are the 27,368 postmasters, and then makes a 

eeping denunciation against this body of 
en, who, to say the least, are as respectab! 

‘the majority of the electors of the country. 
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‘n this statement alone isan army of 31,933 who, 
rally speaking, load the maiis at will with 
ever matter they please. Some of them, to b 

wa ote granted only a limited privilege, yet prac- 
lly the restrictions are no longer operative.” 

Now, at the very time that the Postmaster 
‘eneral is charging the postmasters all over 
} 
(he country with loading down the mails with 
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|} ted States, 








whatever matter they please, what has he been 
doing himself? Why, he has been ling out 
blank petitions and printed letters with refer- 
ence to the abolition of the franking pri é 
by the tens of thousands to the several post 
masters throughout United Stat I have 
} traniine W id } rel 
1 ( ( t er 
, ‘ c ff 
tant Pi ma r ( ral, as I 
{ vi wi I 
law und a violat theres r 
privilege of this oflicer mited 
legitimate business of he Post ¢ 1} ur 
ment If | am correct inthis it comes with 
um Brace from the Postmaster G ne yonat 
31,933 oflicers of the Governme: ie in 
cludes not only all the members of both Ho 
of Congress, the President of the United State 
é nd the heads of Departments. but 4.115 offi- 


the internal 
the postmasters all 
fully loadin; 
use of, in n 
privilege 

My only regret in supporting this bill is that 
it sweeps away the privilege now accorded to 
hewspaper publisher 3 of s se nding the ir Ke pe rs 
by mail to any place within the county of pub- 
of postage. ‘This privilege should 
be continued; but as we have noc ‘ ice but to 
oppose the bill or vote for it in 
shape I shall give it my support, not with the 
expectation that it will save tothe Government 
$5,000,000 annually, as the Postmaster Gen- 
eral confidently predicts, but that it may afford 
that whe an opportunity of testing the relia- 
bility of his estimates and predic tions and: ifford 
the Committee on Appropriations an oppor- 
tunity of cutting off the sum of $5,000,000 from 
amount asked to defray the 9 sof the 
Post Office Department for the next fiscal year. 

If the intention of that officer was in good 
faith to ascertain the sentiments of the people 
in regard to the franking privilege he should 
have accompanied the blank petitions with an 
equal number of remonstrances prepared with 
reasons and arguments for the retention of the 
laws as fully as were the petitions with reasons 
and arguments for their repeal. 

Sir, if this bill becomes a law the principal 
beneficiary will n ot be the people of the Uni- 
but the Baltimore and Ohio rail- 
road, over which road at least two thirds of 
all the mail matter leaving this city passes 
The stockholders of that road are to reap the 
benefits, for no person can be verdant enough 
to suppose fora moment that the amount we 
paid to that corporation for carrying me mail 
vill be reduced a single dollar after th 
under consideration becomes alaw. ‘T’'b rendil 
nowhere will be transported for a sum le 
than that now paid. And with the franking 
privile ge abolished contractor bid at 
any future lettings a dollar less than he would 
if that privilege was retained. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I yieldthree minutes 
to the gentleman from Arkansas. 

Mr. ROOTS. Mr. Speaker, it has been said 
'y Various pe rsons that they think the a 
of the franking privilege is wrong, but that 
they will vote for it because they believe it the 
sentiment of the people. I, sir, believe it is 
wrong and that nine tenths of the people think 
it is wrong, and I[ shall therefore vote against 
it. In behalf of my belief concerning public 
sentiment being opposed to that for which so 
many persons have petitioned—I wish I had 
time to read the letters accompanying the few 
petitions r rived 
from an sasiatiit unt post office brings a letter 
stating that the sentiment of the petition finds 
no echo in the wishes of the intelligent portions 
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( 


continue the same 


INAL GLOBE. 


| on the fair right of petition. 


contractors for a less amount of work. The 
various postmasters writing the letters say that 
e pett from the Postmast 
Gene ral t feared incurring his displeasure 
if they fail na to secure signatures, and ¢ 


receiving = tions 


therefore undertoc ke the unwilling task. Why 
here, Mr. Speaker, is the letter received 
the most important oflice in my district f 
ich any petition has come. For obv 
rensons | suppress the name of the post offic 
| postmaster 
Post Orerer ————, 
Ber aness. January 15, 1870, 
DearS In obedience to instructions from thi 


Post Office Department 1 enclose herewith a petiti 


gned by a few citiz as of Shin pinesa| aying for the 

lition of the f ikine privileg fot one of our 

st citizens approve of the pet ition. And if you 
‘ink it will aid in maintaining @ more liberal and 
enlightened policy a thousand of our citizens will 
promptly unite i f mm protesting against the 
ibolition of the franking privilege. 

Ll am, very respectfully, 

att ae rte —_ ,. 


Hon. Logan Hl. 


Some say they vote for this on acs 


Roots, M. Cc. 

ount of 
While 
pay re 


economy inthe Post ¢ 


the mail contractor 
mainthe same I 


» Departime nt. 
and postmasters’ 
admit 


it is hard for my dull com- 
prehension to perceive the great reduction of 
expense to the Government which is to be 
realized; but { do see where great frauds, ex 


pense, and robb: ry may occur by having po 
age-stamps lying loose around all our 
De :partments; and as A do not 
ng off a dog’s tail by in 


1urt too much to cut it all off 


Various 
be Lie ve in cul 


ches, for fear it would 


ll 
' 
I at once, | 
and ask that the following ame 
on the Dill: 

Be it j That there shall beno allow 
ance or appropriation to any oflicer or Departm 
of the Government for postage-stamps or of mon¢ 
for the purchase of stamp 

With the 
of expense 


Without the 


ndment be put 


urther enacted, 


amendment, a hheyed for reduction 
might induce me to vote ‘‘ ay 


amendment I shall certainly vot 


FARNSWORTH. I 
tleman from New York [Mr. 
minutes. 

Mr. COX. Ir rise to a point of f order. Pet 
being presented to this House and 
filed among our archives which are sent by 
order of the Post Office Department and tran 
mitted through the mails free of ‘on age | 
hold this to be a breach of the privile of the 
entatives and an aiteaeibont 
And I make the 


petitions should be 


yield to the 
Porrer] for fiv 


tions are 


louse of Repres 


point of order that all such 
rejected by the House. 
Phe SPEAKER Che Chair overrules the 
point of order. 
Mr. WOOD. Iriseto apointof order. My 
point of order is this: that under the twenty 
ninth rule of this House no member shall 


vote on any question in the event of which 
he is immediately and particularly interested. 


[Laughter.] Lask the Chair to rule on that 


point of order. 
The SPEAKI 
point of order. 
Mr. POTTER. Mr. Speaker, I am heartily 
in favor of this bill. I do not certainly know 
whether it is any money to the 
under the existing contracts or 
not; Ido not know whether the Postmaster 
General has abused the franking privilege, as 
alleged, or not, and for the purpose of determ 
ining my action on this bill | need not care; 
for I believe the franking privilege to be sub 
ject to great abuses and to great frauds, and | 
shall therefore vote for this bill or for any | 
that may be introduced to abolish or to lim 
the privilege. I believe that if it should be 
abolished it never would be restor 


-~ 


he Chair overrules the 


roing to save 
Government 


once 


Indeed, | am not only in favor of its al 

iblie consider: wns, but lam also in fa 
of it myself for tl » persor il reason eee 
by the gentleman from New Hampshire, [ Mr. 
Bentox.] This necessity of franking docu 


ments seems to me tobe one of the most oner 
and at ities that falls upon men 


noving d 








. 
’ 
: 
; 
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in office here, I shall be most glad myself to 
sce the privilege entirely wiped out. 
i do not, however, agree with the gentle- 


man from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworrn] in the | 


hope that the abolition of the franking privi- 
iege will lead to discontinuing the publication 
of books by the Government. Speaking for 
iny own district, I can say that not only are 
these publications not neglected, but that I 
have demands for more documents than I can 
supply. Indeed, I have purchased a large 
number of agricultural reports for circulation 
among my constituents in addition to the reg- 
ular number allotted to me. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
tleman if he thinks it is right to tax one por- 
tion of his constituents to pay for books for 
the other portion ? 

Mr. WOOD. 


printed by the Government; and I desire an 
answer. 


or ex-member of Congress, and I would like 
to know the man. 

Mr. POTTER. 
were not bought from any member of Congress. 
I suppose the person from whom I bought 
them obtained them in exchange from some 
one who wanted other books in their stead. 
At any rate, I did buy them, and was glad to 
get them to circulate among my constituents. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to know if the 


gentleman is in favor of that portion of the | 
bill which prohibits the free circulation of | 


newspapers from the office of publication ? 
Mr. POTTER. I might not if I could vote 
separately on that question be in favor of that 
portion of the bill. But I believe the franking 
privilege to be one that leads to so much abuse 
that | think it would be better for the country 
to cut it up by the roots entirely even if we 


include those cases in which the privilege might | 
not be objectionable than not to pass this bill | 


when we can. lam very sure, so far as my 
constituents are concerned, that they will be 


glad to get the Government publications even | 


{ 


i! they have to pay the postage upon them, 

although Ido not suppose that they will object 

any more than the constituents of other gen- 
tlemen would to their member paying these 
posmagas himself if he should see fit to do so. 
sut- 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [yield fora moment 
to the gentleman from South Carolina, [ Mr. 
W HirreMork. } 

Mr. WHITTEMORE. I desire to ask the 


chairman of the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads if the largest portion of this || 


expenditure which is laid at the door of the 
franking privilege and attributed to the ex- 
travagance of members of Congress is not 
occasioned by the business correspondence of 
the different executive Departments, and if so, 


and if we abolish the franking privilege,whether | 


we shall not becalled upon to make an appro- 


priation for that expenditure, and if we make | 
such an appropriation will the Government 


save anythin by the abolition ? 

Mr. FARNS VORTH. It is impossible for 
me or for any other of the members of the 
House, I apprehend, to answer correctly what 
proportion of the amount saved will be saved 
y members of Congress and what by the De- 
partments; or, in other words, what proportion 
of the free matter goes to the Departments. 
A large amount of the free matter goes from 
the Departnenta, and I suppose they will have 
to be furnished with stamps or that in some 
other way provision will have to be made for 
carrying on their correspondence. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. { desire to ask my col- 
league whether this bill will prohibit the ex- 
change of newspapers and magazines which 
are now under the law exchanged with each 
other free of postage? Will this bill cut off 
that privilege? 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. It cuts off the ex- 


] wouldask the gen- | 


I desire to ask my colleague | 
whereand of whom he bought public documents | 


Ile could only buy them from the || 
Department of Agriculture or from a member | 


My answ2r is, that they | 








OO 
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i} » . . ° ° . : 

‘| change of papers free of postage, but it does || shire [Mr. ELa] do not want the fray 
| not prevent newspapers being exchanged by || 
| payment of postage. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. 


to pay the posiage on their papers sent to sub- 
scribers in the counties where those papers are 
published ? 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


It will require the 


| postage to be paid on all newspapers unless 
| some other provision be hereatter made by || 
| law. 


Mr. INGERSOLL, 


‘There is one way to 


reach and remedy this defect in this bill. I | 
will vote for the abolition of the franking priv- | 
| ilege, although I do not believe it will result 
| im any great saving to the ‘l'reasury. 
| the interest of the dissemination of kuowledge | 


among the people I wish to move that this bill 


be so amended that it shall not cut off the priv: | 
| ilege of sending newspapers free of postage in | 
the counties where they are published, and for | 
that poapece I will move to reconsider the vote | 


by which the previous question was ordered. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 

| such purpose. 

coll 

abolishes the right of any person or any officer 


of the Government to send or receive matter | 


through the mails free of postage. In regard 
to the prepayment of postage on newspapers, 
that matter is left where the law now leaves it. 
This bill does not require the prepayment of 
postage on newspapers, but it requires the post- 


age to be paid at some time on all mailable | 


matter. i 
Mr. INGERSOLL. Does it require the 
payment of postage on papers sent to sub- 


'| scribers living in the countieswhere those papers | 


are published? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
ment of postage upon all newspapers, whether 
exchanges or sent to subscribers anywhere. 
The publishers of newspapers are demanding 
the abolition of the franking privilege as much 
as are any other classes of persons. It was 
considered advisable by the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads to cut off the 
whole thing by this bill, and unless some 
future law shall provide for sending news- 
papers free of postage they will have to be 
postage paid. 

Mr. CONGER, Will the gentleman yield 
to me for a moment? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


For what purpose? 
Mr. CONGER, 


I want to offer an amend- 


ment, 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
that purpose. 


Mr. CONGER, 


I cannot yield for 


I want to move to amend 


' the first section of this bill by adding to it the 


following: 


Provided, That such repeal shall not prevent the | 


delivery of newspapers free of postage within the 
counties within which they are published, or the 


| free delivery of petitions from the people to Con- 


gress, 

Mr. INGERSOLL. That is right; that is 
in the line of the proposition I made. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I think that isright. I 


‘|| want to vote for that amendment. 


Mr. KELSEY. 
ment, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The committee 
thought that if we began to make reservations 
in this matter we would not know where to 
stop. If we want cheap postage in this coun- 
try and to cut off all frauds upon the revenue 
of the Post Office Department, the only way is 
to cut off the franking privilege from every- 
body and make every person who uses the 
mail facilities of the Government pay for it. 

Mr. ELA. Will not this bill, if it shall 
become a law, kill every country newspaper 
in this land? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I apprehend not. I 
believe that every country newspaper in my 
part of the country is asking for the repeal of 
the franking privilege. If the papers of the 
district of the gentleman from New Hamp- 


I object to that amend- 


But in | 


I do not yield for | 
I will state in reply to my | 
eague [ Mr. INGeRsou.] that this bill simpiy | 





It requires the pay- | 





ee 


Sn 
(Qe eee et 
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hing} 
ees | 


ilege abolished, then he can vote agains, ,), 


| bill. 
Vill it require the pub- || 
lishers of little newspapers all over the country | 


{ Here the hammer fell. } 
‘Lhe bill was then ordered to be engros.., 
and read a third time; and being eng, 
it was accordingly read the third time, 
The question was on the passage of th) |); 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, and Mr. }.\: 


DALL called forthe yeas and nays on the pas 
sage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then taken; and it w. 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 174, nays 14 
not voting 26; as follows: ae 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Ambler, Am, 
Archer, Armstrong, Arnell, Asper, Axtell, Bajj,.’ 
Banks, Barnum, Soman Beatty, Beek, Bey)! 
min, Benton, Bingham, Bird, Blair, Bowen, Bo: 
George M. Brooks, James Brooks, Buck, Buck|oy’ 
Buflinton, Burchard, Burdett, Burr, Cake, Ces.) 
Churchill, Clarke, Cleveland, Amasa Cobb, Clint, 
L. Cobb, Coburn, Cook, Conger, Cowles, Cox, Cye! 
Cullom, Davis, Dawes, Dickinson, Dixon, Doyje,' 
Dox, Duval, Dyer, Ela, Farnsworth, Ferriss, bor;,’ 
Finkelnburg, Fisher, Fitch, Garfield, Getz, Gilft|.; 
Golladay, Greene, Hale, Hamill, Hamilton, Haw! 
kins, Hawley, Hay, Heaton, Heflin, Hill, Hoar, |.) 
man, lugersoll, Jenckes, Thomas L. Jones, Judi 
Julian, Kelley, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kerr, Ketehay’ 
Knott, Laflin, Lash, Lawrence, Logan, Loughride. 
Lynch, Marshall, Mayham, MeVarthy, McCormick’ 
McCrary, MeGrew, McNeely, Mereur, Willian) 
Moore, Morgan, Daniel J. Morrell, Samuel p. 
Morrill, Myers, Negley, Niblack, O’Neiil, Orth. 
Packard, Packer, Paine, Palmer, Phelps, Platt, Po- 
land, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, Prosser, Randal, 
Reading, Rice, Sanford, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck. 
Schumaker, Scofield, Shanks, Lionel A. Sheldon, 
Porter Sheldon, Slocum, John A. Smith, Joseph s, 
Smith, William J. Smith, Worthington C, Smith, 
William Smyth, Starkweather, Stevens, Steven- 
son, Stiles, Stokes, Stoughton, Strader, Strickland, 
Strong, Swann, T'affe, Tanner, Tillman, Townsend, 


| ‘Trimble, Twichell, ‘'yner, Upson, Van Auken, Vay 


Horn, Van Trump, Ward, Cadwalader C, Washburn, 
William B. Washers, Welker, Wells, Wheeler, 


| Whittemore, Wilkinson, Willard, Williams, Kugeno 


M. Wilson, John T, Wilson, Winans, Winchester, 
and Witcher—174. 

NAYS—Messrs. Biggs, Boles, Roderick R. Butler, 
Griswold, Haldeman, Johnson, Reeves, Ridgway, 
Rogers, Roots, Sherrod, Stone, Wood, and Wood- 


ward—l4. 

NOT VOTING—Mezsers. Bennett, Benjamin F. 
Butler, Calkin, Deweese, Dickey, Dockery, Eldridge, 
Fox, Haight, Hambleton, Baye. Iloag, Hoge, 
Hooper, Hotchkiss, Alexander H. Jones, Knapp, 
Maynard, Milnes, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse I 
Moore, Morrissey, Mungen, Peters, Sweeney, and 
Voorhees—26, 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE and Mr. VOORHEES sub- 
sequently stated that had they been present 
when the vote was taken on the passage of the 
bill they would have voted in the negative. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. ; 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ELECTION CONTEST——FOSTER V8. COVODE. 

Mr. CHURCHILL. I rise to a question of 
privilege. Iam directed by the Committee of 
Elections to present a report in the contested- 
election case of Foster vs. Covode, from the 
twenty-first district of Pennsylvania. I ask 
that the resolutions appended to the report be 
read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Henry D. Foster is not entitled to 
a seat in this House as Representative from the 
twenty-first congressional district of Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That John Covode was duly elected Kep- 
resentative in Congress from the twenty-first cyn- 
gressional district of Pennsylvania at the election 
held therein on the 13th day of October, 1805, and 
that he is entitled to a seat in this House as such 
Representative. 

Mr. CHURCHILL. I give notice that I 
propose to call up this report for consideration 
on Tuesday next after the morning hour. 
move that the report be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. RANDALL. On behalf of the dissenting 
members of the Committee of Elections, of 
whom I am one, I ask leave of the House to 
submit a minority report in this case; and 
also ask that the report when presented may 
be printed. 
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R70. 


i 


SPEA KER. If there be no objection 
will be granted. 
was no objection. 


ay 


LATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 

DAWES. I movethat the House resolve 

to Committee of the Whole on the state 

(Tnion on the special order, being the 
pp ropriation bill for legislative, exec 

.d judicial expenses. 

motion was agreed to. 

use accordingly resolved itself into 

Committee of the Whole on the state of 

1, (Mr. Cessna in the chair,) and 

1e consideration of the special order, 

bill (H. R. No. 974) making appro- 

for the legis el executive, and 

al expenses of the Government for the 

ending the 30th of June, 1871. 

Th CHAIRMAN. The 

ae etts [Mr. Dawes 


{nol 
1 
I 


it 


t 


gentleman from 
] is entitled to the 


[I ask the chairman of the 
| to 


Mr. MYERS. 
ymittee on Appropriations [Mr. Dawes 
ld to me for a moment. 

DAWES. I will do so. 

Mr MYERS. There is a matter of consid- 
rable importance to which I wish to ask the 
tte ation 1 of the chairman of the Committee on 

priations. The appropriations for the 

reaus of Construction and Steam Engineer- 
in the Navy Department have been ex- 
usted. In consequence of this the Secretary 

the Navy has within the last few days issue d 
rections stopping all work by those bureaus 

he various navy-yards. If this be done 

RANDALL. Mr. Chairman, I object 

wything of this kind. 

MYERS. I desire to ask a 
gentleman from ae ichusetts [Mr. 
Dawes] has yielded to me for that purpose. 

e CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] is entitled to the 

r for forty-five minutes, and has the right to 

| during that time to any other gentleman. 

Mr. RANDALL. Well, I will only say that 

t off the appropriations for the very same 
rposes under Mr. Johnson’s administration. 

[the CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
assachusetts has yielded to the gentleman 

1 Pennsylvania, [Mr. Myrrs. ] 

Mr. MYERS. If the order which has been 
ied be carried into effect it will throw five 
sand men out of employment on the Ist 

February. I ask the gentleman from Mas 

tts how soon his committee will be ready 
to report an appropriation which may obviate 
» necessity of throwing these men out of 
nployment? 
Mr. STEVENS. I would like to know the 
ce from which the gentleman from Penn- 
ylvania derives his information. No intima- 
tion of the fact which he states has been given 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. MYERS. I state that such an order 
has been sent to the various navy-yards. 
Ir. DAWES. 
istinetly the interrogatory of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Myers ;] but his in- 
ry, as [ understand, i is whether it is proposed 

’ the Committee on Appropri: ations to report 

n appropriation to meet an exigency which he 

1s stated. I have not myself received any 
ecial communication upon the subject, and 
Ub elieve the committee has not. Whenever 
the matter shall be brought before the com- 
mittee I assure the gentleman it will be speed- 

y acted on. 

_ Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. Chairman, I wish to 
know whether it is in order for me in the Com 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
to ask permission to have my vote recorded 
‘one the erent a of ‘the franking privilege ? 

The CHAIRM: It is not in order to 
uake any such sequent in the Committee of 
he Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 


in order in the Committee of the Whole on the 
4lst Cone. 2p Suss.—No. 53. 


question, 


1 the 


ur 





ry 
i 
+) 
t 


Mr. Chairman, I did not hear 


If such a request were | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


state of the Union I should 
ilege of recording my name in the 

Mr. DAWE S the n address 
{See “— ndix. 

Mr. VOOI tHEES obtained the floor. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. With the consent of the 
gentleman from Indiana, I will move that the 
committee rise. 

Mr. VOORHEE 

Mr. ELDR IDGE. 


do now rise 


ask the same priv- 
negative. 


ed the committe 


I yield for that purpose. 
I move that the committ: 
The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the ‘chair, Mr. Crssya 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, pursuant to order of 
the House, had had under consideration the 
Union generally, and particularly the special 
order, being House bill No. 974, making ap- 
propriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the 
year ending June 30, 1871, and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 


LEAVE OF ABS 
Mr. MUNGEN asked and obtained indef- 


inite leave of absence. 


ENCE. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS 


On motion of Mr. BUTLER, 
see, by unanimous consent, leave was granted 
for the withdrawal from the files of the House 
of the papers in the case of Wilford Knott, an 
applicant for a pension to the C 


Tenn S 


mngress o! 


1847. 
ENROLLED BILI IGNED 
Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on E 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had 
examined and found truly enrolled an act 


(H.R. 


employ; 
s 


No. 804) to protect officials in 
when the —— signed the same. 


ARMY OFFICER 


Mr. LOGAN, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, reported a 
bill (H. R. No. 987) to reduce the number of 
oflicers in the Army of the United States, and 
for other purposes; which was read a first and 
second time, ordered to be printed, and, by 
unanimous consent, made the special order 
for Wednesday next after the morning hour, 


and from day to day until disposed of 


EIGHT-HOUR LAW 


Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, 


intro 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 988) to amend an 
act entitle a °° An ac 


t constituting eight hours a 
day’ s work for all mechanics, workmen, or 
laborers e1 mp lo yed by or on beha lf of the Gov 


1 


United States:’’ which was 


’ 
ernment ot the 


read a first and second time, re ferred | to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and « ed to 
be printed. 
MARGARET P. ROBINSON. 
Mr. MAYNARD, by unanimous consent 


introduced a bill (H. R. No. 989) for the 
relief of Margaret P. Robinson: which 
read a first and second time, and referred to 


was 


| the Committee of Claims. 


EXEMPTION OF DEBTORS’ PROPERTY 


Mr. BOLES, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced a bill (H. BR. No. 990) to amend an act 
entitled ‘An act exempting certain property 
of debtors in oe weer of Columbia from 
levy, attachment, sale on execution,’’ ap 
pre ved l’ebruary "1867 ; which was read a 
first and see andl ti me, r ferred to the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to be printed, 
PUBLIC LANDS. 

JULIAN. I desire to enter a motion 
to reconsider the vote by which the bill which 
I reported this morning from the Committee 
on the Publie Lands in relation to the public 
lands of the United States was postponed. 

Mr. RANDALL. Would that bring the sub- 
ject up at any time? 


The SPEAKER. 


GLOBE. 


It will bring up the ques- |! 


oe 


tion of po nement but not the merits of 
b id the C hair would say to th 
fro ym Sediond that 
. deration the 
narrow. 


Mr. JULIAN. 


~~ 
the moti 





on the question of 


margin of debate will be v 


I understand that. 
consider was entered. 
CREATMENT OF THE 
Mr. CLARKE, by unani 
the Committee on 
a written report 
of the | 


i Indians: whi ch was recomimitts l Lo tu 


INDIAN 


nous consent, | m 
Tudian Affairs, submitted 
mn tl 1e subject of the treatm 


e, and orde red Lo be p! inte l. 


Mr. SARGEI N qT. ] supp se the 


a 
e- 


Th SAKE! 


It isonly apaper; itd 


LION. 


not prop ose any 
LAND OFFICER RRP l 
ur 4 1 r ’ ‘ 
Mr. LAFLIN I ask unanimous consent 
have taken from the Speaker's table, out of i 
regular order, a concurrent resolution of the 


House with amendments of 


the Sen 
providing for the printing of additional « 


of the re} ort of the ce mmtaciones ot the Cie l 
eral Land Office, for referenee to the Com- 
mittee on P rinting. 


No obje tion 


Mr. SCOFL a | move to reconsider a 
votes of the Ho nee the Committee of tl 
Whole rose ‘ference or recommittal of 
bills, &e.; ane a I: also move that the motion to 
rec onsider be laid on the tabl 

The latter motion was agreed to 

SOLITION OF MILEAG! 


My STEVE 


Vii my NSON, by hnanimous I eT) 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 991) to a 
mileage; which was read a fi and 
time. and referred tothe Committee on Milea 

Mr. SCOFIELD moved to 1 
vote by which the bill was referred; and 
noved that the motion to reconsider be laid « 


I 
the table. 
The latter motion was 


MILITARY TRIAL OF |! M. YEBRG 


Mr. SCHENCK I ask unanimous e t 
of th House to submit, for considerat l 
this time, the following resolution calling 
executive iniormation : 

Reso That the President b ue l 
momento tal is House, at as ear] lay as] 
if the same be not in his opinion incompat : wi 
the due abnie! ration of publie ju | 
information in his possession or control, or int 
pe 5« mm OF ¢ mirot ' in i he Departm if 
the Governme! in reg l tl rial ¢t mit 
comiml 1 Kk. M. Y¥« r. iM ! 1. tor 
murder of Brevet Major Joseph G. . of ‘ 
United t Arm ind that he te what has 
taken place in regard to said e sinee the findi: 
of the mil iry ¢ u ind what has been 
occasion of delay in the promulgation and executi« 
of any senten rendered against the accused, : 
what agreement, if any, in ri zard to the me ha 
been made with any person bythe AY ate ev General 


of the United States to suspend action in the ease, 
and | what authority « i what « ect 
Ir. MERCUR. I objee 
Mr. SCOFIELD. I move 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
at five o’cl and thirty minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned. 


that th House 


: 
OCcCK 


TITIONS, ET‘ 

The followi itions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the 
ate committees : 

y Mr. ADAM pe tition < of sundry « 
izens of Bolll eounti. Kentucky, for t 
ition of the franking 4 ileg 


By Mr. AMBLEI rhe petition rs 


t 
i? pel 
22 


appro} 


™ 
i> 


] ; 
numerously signed) of Let 
icstown, Carroll county, Ohio; | Homer 
Jefferson county, Ohio; . Columbiana 


"Middleton 


Franklin 


county, Ohio; township, Colum 
biana county, Ohio; 


umbiana county, Ohio; Canton, Stark count 


» quare, Col- 
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| 
Ohio; East Liverpool, Columbiana county, | 
Ohio; New Lisbon, Columbiana county, Ohio ; 
Lake township, Stark county, Ohio; Green- 
town, Stark county, Ohio ; Lamartine, Carroll 
county, Ohio; Smithfield, Jefferson county, 
Ohio: Steubenville, Jefferson county, Ohio ; 
Warrenton, Jefferson county, Ohio, and Home- 
worth, Colambiana county, Ohio, all praying | 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. AMES: A petition of citizens of 


| 


| masters and citizens in Illinois, asking for the 


abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. CAKE: A petition against the frank- 
ing privilege, signed by citizens of Tremont, 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania. 


Also, the petition of William Bleistein, to || 


refund $300 paid for a substitute. 

Also, a petition for the relief of John Paine, 
of Lebanon, Pennsylvania. 

Also, a petition against the franking privi- 


January 97 


(| 
| papers in the case of D. D. Harrill, late y,.., 
master at Shasta, California, asking that »)_ 
Postmaster General be allowed to audit } 
claim, «ce. oer 
By Mr. JULIAN: A petition for the al, 
tion of the franking privilege, signed by }'\, 
|| Egbert and 41 others, citizens of Union eo. 
Indiana. 
Also, the petition of Lewis Mullin and < 
|| others, citizens of Iranklin county, India, 


Tryte 
eal 


Weymouth, Massachusetts, for abolishing the || lege, signed by citizens of Delano, Schuylkill |) praying Congress to abolish the franking y,:, 


franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Marshfield, || 
Massachusetts, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Kast Bridge- | 
water, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Mansfield, for 
the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of West Hanover, | 
Massachusetts, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. BANKS: ‘The petition of William | 
H. Richardson and 90 others, eitizens of Mal- | 
den, Massachusetts, to abolish the franking 
privilege, 

Also, the petition of Luther Farwell and 92 | 
others, citizens of Medford, Massachusetts, for 
the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of O. W. Gardiner and 47 
others, citizens of Winchester, Massachusetts, || 
for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of R. lL. Hodgdon and 43 | 
others, citizens of Arlington, Massachusetts, | 
for the same purpose. 

By Mr. BECK: A petition of a large num- || 
ber of the citizens of Keene, Jessamine county, 
Kentucky, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, a petition of a number of citizens of 
Georgetown, Scott county, Kentucky, praying 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. \| 

sy Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The 
petition of G. W. C. Washburn and 83 others, 
citizens of Needham, Massachusetts, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of George A. Cotting and 
133 others, citizens of Hudson, Massachusetts, || 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of | 
Andrew Whitney and 197 others, citizens of | 
Nantucket, Massachusetts, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of Warren A. Crosby | 
and 19 others, citizens of North Chatham, | 
Massachusetts, praying for the same. 

Also, the memorial of 8. N. Howland and | 
37 others, citizens of West Barnstable, Massa: | 
chusetts, praying for the same. 

By Mr. BURCHARD: A petition of citizens | 
of Malugin’s Grove, Lee county, Illinois, pray- | 
ing for the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Holdam, | 
Ogle county, Illinois, to abolish the franking 
privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of York, Carroll | 
county, Illinois, to abolish the franking privi- | 
lege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Nelson, Lee 
county, Illinois, to abolish the franking privi- || 
lege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Kent, Illinois, 
toabolish the franking privilege. ] 

Also, a petition of citizens of Oreston, Illi- | 
nois, to abolish the franking privilege. \| 

By Mr. BURDETT: A petition of citizens 
of Sedalia, Missouri, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Gains’s Farm, || 
Henry county, Missouri, for the abolition of || 
the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Mentroako, |) 
Vernon county, Missouri, for the abolition of | 
the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Shawnee | 
Mound, Missouri, for the abolition ofthe frank- || 
ing privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Tipton, Mis- | 
souri, forthe abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. BURR; Petitions from various post- 














county, Pennsylvania. 


OR es , | 
By Mr. CESSNA: A petition of members | 
| of the one hundred and eighty-sixth regiment 


Pennsylvania volunteers, praying for bounty. 
Also, petitions of citizens of the sixteenth 

district of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 

pass a law abolishing the ftranking privilege. 


By Mr. CHURCHILL: The petition of John | 


Crawford and 155 others, citizens of Oneida, 
Madison county, New York; and also of Wil- 
liam R. Atkins and 102 others, citizens of 
Earlville, Madison county, New York, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. COBB, of Wisconsin: A petition of 
citizens of Marble Ridge, Sauk county, Wis- 
consin, for the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. 


By Mr. COOK: A petition of citizens of | 


Prairie Center, Illinois, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of [linois, for a 
reduction of import duty on steel rails. 

By Mr. CREBS: The petition of D. W. 
Lusk and 39 others, citizens of Shawneetown, 
[llinois, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. DICKINSON: The petition of 
James Hopkins and others, citizens of Fair- 
field, Huron county, Ohio, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. FERRISS: A petition of citizens of 
Crown Point, New York,for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 


Also, a petition of citizens of [llenburg, | 


New York, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Wilmington, 
New York, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. GETZ: A petition of 90 citizens 
of Stouchsburg, Berks county, Pennsylvania, 
ane for the abolition of the franking privi- 
ege. 

Also, a petition of 47 citizens of Douglass- 
ville, Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. GOLLADAY: A petition of citi- 
zens of Elkton, Todd county, Kentucky, pray- 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege. 


By Mr. GILFILLAN: A petition of 676 | 


citizens of the counties of Clarion, Crawford, 

Mercer, and Venango, Pennsylvania, praying 

for the abolition of the franking privilege. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Venango 


county, Pennsylvania, asking the abolition of | 


the franking privilege. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Clarion county, 
for the same purpose. 


Also, a petition of citizens of Venango | 


county, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. HAY: Petitions of the citizens of 
Ashley, Red Bud, Belleville, Marine, Leny- 
burg, Aviston, Mascoutah, Burkesville, and 
Kaw, Illinois, to abolish the franking privilege. 

By Mr. HOLMAN: The memorial of A. 
Moffitt, for compensation for property taken by 
the Government. 


|| ilege. 
| By Mr. KELSEY: The petitions of cit; 
_ of Hunt’s Hollow, New York; Italy Hill, Ney 
| York; Portage, New York, and Barringtoy 
| New York, for the abolition of the franking 
| privilege. 5 
| By Mr. KERR: The memorial of Findley 
| Lee, C. D. Gobbert, and 100 others, citizey; 
of Campbellsburg, Washington county, [qj 
/ ana, praying for the abolition of the frankiy, 
| privilege. : 
| By Mr. KETCHAM: Petitions praying fy, 
| the abolition of the franking privilege, namely ; 
| of Isaac Platt and 42 others, of Poughkeepsie; 
| of J. Carpenter and 40 others, of Valatie: ¢/ 
|| David S. Tallman and 27 others, of Lit). 
|| Rest; of German Finger and 36 others, of 
Livingston ; andof H. D. Gay and 93 others, of 
New Lebanon Springs, New York. 
By Mr. KNAPP: A petition of 270 citizens 
| of Franklin, Delaware county, New York, {y; 
'| the abolition of the franking privilege. 
'| Also, a petition of citizens of Hancock, Dela. 
| ware county, New York, for the same purpose, 
Also, a petition of citizens of Worcester, 
Otsego county, New York, forthe same purpose. 
By Mr. McCARTHY: The petition and 


| 
| 
| 


i] 

| 

| 

remonstrance of J. B. Burnet and 439 others, 
| citizens of Onondaga county, New York, to 
| Congress, against the adoption of the pretended 
|| statistics and report of the Commissioner of 
|| Internal Revenue as a guide to legislation, and 
expressing the belief that the same is erron- 
eous and a libel upon the American manufac. 
turers and working men, and asking that a 
special examination be made of the same, and 
errors refuted. 

Also, the petition of C. W. Allis and 195 
|| others, citizens of Skaneateles, New York, 
praying Congress to abolish the franking priv: 
ilege. 

Also, the petition of George W. Bliss and 
73 others, citizens of Truxton, New York, pray: 
ing Congress to abolish the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of John J. Blaney and 42 
others, citizens of Fabinus, New York, praying 
|| Congress to abolish the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of J. E. Cushing and 29 
others, citizens of Little York, New York, 
praying Congress to abolish the franking priv- 
| ilege. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Baker and 82 
others, citizens of Manlius and Pompey, New 
York, praying Congress to abolish the franking 
privilege. 

Also, the petition of Edwin Steele and 61 
others, citizens of Manlius, New York, praying 
Congress to abolish the franking privilege. 

By Mr. McGREW: A petition of 104 citi- 
zens of Bruceton Mills and vicinity, West Vir- 
|| ginia, for the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. 

Also, a petition of 95 citizens of Benton's 
| Ferry, West Virginia, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. McNEELY: The petition of M. 





By Mr. INGERSOLL: The petition of |} Langston and others, citizens of Mason county, 


John A. Warren and 214 others, citizens ot 
Henry and vicinity, Marshall county, Illinois, 


_asking the abolition of the franking vig 
ner and | 


Also, the petition of Edgar A. La 
33 others, citizensof Yorktown, Bureau county, 


' Illinois, asking the abolition of the franking | 


privilege. 
Also, the petition of Patrick Hanlon and 46 


|| others, citizens of Kickapoo, Peoria county, | 


Illinois, asking the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 


By Mr. JOHNSON; The petition and 


'| Illinois, asking for the abolition of the frank: 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. MORGAN: A petition of numerous 
citizens of St. Louisville, Ohio, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. MUNGEN:.A petition for a post 
route from Van Wert to Gilbert’s Mills, 10 
'| Paulding county, Ohio. 

By Mr. MYERS: A memorial of citizens ot 
Philadelphia, asking that pensions be granted 
to the veterans of the war of 1812. 


By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of Jacob 
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e Youngman, late second lieutenant in com- 

~*  G, one hundred and forty-third regiment 
‘ana volunteers, praying for compensation 
- expenses in recruiting. : 

\]so, the memorials of B. KF. Adams and 
ore. of Stewartsville; of Solomon Vanada 
j others: of Somersville; of J. Asbell and 

‘shers, of Edwardsport; of Charles H. Bee 
i others, of Winslow, in the State of Indi- 
. in favor of the abolition of the franking 
vilege. . 

\|s0, the memorial of C. E. Crow and others, 

Vigo township, in Knox county, Indiana, on 

rh came subject. 

By Mr. POLAND: The petition of Charles 

, (Craige and others, of Fairlee, Vermont, 

praying for the abolition of the franking priv- 


Also, the memorial of George A. Merrill, 

»erintendent of Rutland, Vermont Valley, 

attsburg, and Montreal railroads, praying 

ngress to reduce the duty on iron rails to 

ne half cent per pound and the duty on steel 
-ails to three fourths cent. 

By Mr. READING: A petition of 70 citi- 

ysof Attleboro, Bucks county, Pennsylvania, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. REEVES: Petitions for abolition of 
the franking privilege from Alvin Squires, G. 
L. Wortt, F. H. Overton, and 89 others, citi- 
zens of Peconic, Suffolk county, New York; 
‘om J. W. Phillips, Selah Tooker, F. E. 
Hammond, and 35 others, citizens of Mount 
Sinai, Suffolk county, New York; from Wil- 
liam H. Smith, J. E. Walker, J. J. Harned, 
and 85 others, citizens of Smithtown, Suffolk 

yunty, New York; from Moses B. Depuy, 
E. G. Tuckerman, J. H. Tomlinson, pt. 24 
others, citizens of Deer Park, Suffolk county, 


New York; from W. Remsen Taylor, M. D., | 


John MeAloney, George A. Everett, and 33 
others, citizens of Astoria, Queen’s county, 
New York; from James M. Ludlam, David 
M. Coney, M. D., John W. Smith, and 91 


others, citizens of Oyster Bay, Queens county, | 


New York; from Z. Winant, Herman Mayer, 
Matthew Murphy, and 23 others, citizens of 
South Side, Richmond county, New York. 

By Mr. RICE: The petition of Lewis H. 
Long and others, of Dover, Mason county, 
Kentucky,praying the abolishment ofthe frank- 
ing privilege. 


Also, the petition of H. P. Hannah, post- 


master, and 43 others, citizens of Green. Jay 
county, Indiana, asking the abolition of the 


franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of A. H. Johnson and 78 
others, citizens of Spiceland, Henry county, 
Indiana, asking the abolition of the franking 

ege. 

Also, the p ‘tition of Reuben Patrick, post- 
master of Wheeling, Delaware county, Indiana, 
and 38 other citizens, asking the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Jackson Wishart and 
31 others, citizens of Middletown, Indiana, 
asking the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Albertson 


|} and 48 others, citizens of Dunreith, Henry 


county, Indiana, asking the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. SMYTH, of Iowa: The petition of 
L. Wilkins and 105 others, citizens of Stan- 
wood, Cedar county, Iowa, asking forthe aboli- 


| tion of the franking privilege. 


Also, the petition of S. Kester and 66 others, 
citizens of Moscow, Muscatine county, lowa, 
asking the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Almon Dresser, post- 
master at Spring Grove, Linn county, Iowa, 
and 30 others, citizens of that vicinity, asking 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of E. D. Rummel, post- 


| master at Walnut Fork, Jones county, Iowa, 


and 36 others, citizens of that vicinity, asking 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. STARKWEATHER: The petition 
of Marcus F. Town and others, citizens of Gros- 
verner Dale, Connecticut, asking forthe aboli- 


| tion of the franking privilege. 


By. Mr. STILES: A petition of citizens of 
Tronton, Lehigh county, Pennsylvania, pray- 


| ing that the franking privilege be entirely abol- 


ished. 

3y Mr. STRADER: The petition of Richard 
Bromly and 80 others, citizens of South Pen- 
dleton, Hamilton county, Ohio, to abolish the 


|| franking privilege. 


Also, the petition of M. J. Ferguson and | 
others, citizens of Louisa, Kentucky, praying | 


the abolishment of the franking privilege. 


By Mr. ROOTS: Three petitions from Ark: | 


ansas for the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege. 


By Mr. SARGENT: A petition of citizens | 


of Omega, California, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. SAWYER: The memorial of C. W. 
Hopkins, and 87 others, citizens of Bingham- 


ton, Wisconsin, asking for the abolition of the | 


franking privilege. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of John M. 
Millikin and 211 others, citizens of Ohio, pray- 
ing Congress to abolish the franking privilege. 

_By Mr. SHANKS: The petition of Nelson 
Kellogg, postmaster at Bluffton, Indiana, and 
129 others, citizens of that vicinity, asking the 
repeal of the franking privilege. 


Also, the petition of G@. H. Lewis and 34) 


others, citizens of Burdlek, Indiana, asking the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

_Also, the petition of M. Strass and 38 others, 
citizens of Indiana, asking the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of J. C. Goodwin and 
41 others, citizens of Mechanicsburg, Henry 
county, Indiana, asking the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

_ Also, the petition of John B. Morgan and 

‘l others, citizens of Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
asking the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of J. R. Jackson, post- 
master, and 60 others, citizens of Union City, 


Indiana, asking the abolition of the franking | 


privilege, 


By Mr. TOWNSEND: 


The petitions of 


| Thomas Booth, Samuel Henderson, and Isaac 
’ 


L. Smith, for the abolition of the franking | 


privilege. 

By Mr. VAN AUKEN: A petition of citi- 
zens of Aldenville, Wayne county, Pennsyl- 
vania, for the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. 


Also, a petition of citizens of Portland Post | 


Office, Northampton county, Pennsylvania, for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Johnsonville, 
Northampton county, Pennsylvania, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of B. 
F. Dilger and 64 others, of Fairfield county, 
Ohio, praying the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts: 
The memorial of George Hastings, postmaster, 
and 100 others, citizens of Massachusetts, 
praying the total abolition of the franking 


| privilege. 


3y Mr. WELKER: The petition of S. R. 
Richards and 43 others, citizens of Westfield, 
Medina county, Ohio, asking the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of George Philpott and 
100 others, citizens of Sullivan,Ashland county, 
Ohio, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of J. R. Henry and 162 
others, citizens of West Salem, Wayne county, 
Ohio, on the same subject. 


By Mr. WHITTEMORE: The petition of 


| C. C. Mercer, of Georgetown, South Carolina, 
'! to be paid for property destroyed by United 
| States troops after the surrender of the rebel 


armies. 


By Mr. WILLARD: The petition of H. G. 


| Wood and others, of Fairhaven, Vermont, 


praying for the abolition of the franking privi- 
eve. 
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from the citizens of Owen county, Kentucky, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WINANS: The petitionof 8S. S. Tay- 
lor and 42 others, citizens of Enon, Clark 
county, Ohio, for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. WOODWARD: A petition of cit 
izens of Susquehanna Depot, Pennsylvania, in 
favor of abolishing the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Carbondale, 
Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, for the aboli- 


tion of the franking privilege. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, January 28, 1870. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
Man, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
SENATOR FROM VIRGINIA, 
Mr. WILLEY. Mr. President, Mr. Jobn- 


ston, Senator-elect from the State of Virginia, 
whose credentials I believe were read yester- 


| day, is on the floor and desires to qualify. It 


is proper for me to state that Judge Johnston's 


political disabilities, if he ever was subject to 


| gentleman had not been removed. 


_in order that my friend from West 


any, were removed by the act of 20th of July, 
1808. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I would 
ask my friend from West Virginia whether 
there is any mistake or other imperfection in 
the act which is supposed to remove the dis- 
abilities of this gentleman? I haveseen a let- 
ter from Virginia, sent here a longtime ago, not 
connected with the admission of the State, | 
will add, which said that the disabilities of this 
On looking 
at the statute I find that the disabilities of a 
Mr. Johnson, of Washington county, Virginia, 
vho probably was intended to be this same 
gentleman, have been removed. The question, 
therefore, is whether there is such a close sim 
ilarity in these two names as_to justify us in 
admitting this gentleman as the proper object 
of that statute. I simply make the suggestion 
irginia 
may have it before him. 

Mr. WILLEY. If the Senator will turn to 
the actof July 20, 1868, Statutes-at- Large, vol- 


, ume fifteen, page 389, be will find the name 
| of John W. Johnson, of Washington county, 


| among others. 


That is the identical gentleman 
whose credentials were read here yesterday-— 


| John Warfield Johnston. ‘There is no mistake 
| about it whatever. , 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


If there be no 


| objection, the oaths of office will be adminia- 


tered. If there is objection, the question will 


| be submitted to the Senate. 


Mr. SUMNER. I simply wish to understand 
the fact. What is the fact? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘The Senatorfrom West 
Virginia has stated it. ‘lhe fact is that the dis- 
abilities of John W. Johnson, of Washington 
county, Virginia, who the Senator from West 


| Virginia has just stated is the identical person 


now here, were removed by the act approved 
July 20, 1868. I have the statutes before me. 

Mr. SUMNER. If that is so, 1 am at a loss 
to see any qu.stion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The only question is that 
it is a different name, but intended for the same 
man. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection. The Senator-elect for the term 
ending March %, 1871, will present himself 
at the chair of the Vice President and take the 
oaths of office. 

Mr. Jounston advanced to the Vice Presi 


| dent’s desk, escorted by Mr. WILLEyY, and the 


‘By Mr. WINCHESTER: Two petitions !! 


oaths prescribed by law having been adminis- 
tered to him, he took his seat in the Senate. 
STATE OF VIRGINIA, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair, nm 
accordance with the twenty-fourth rule, will 
submit to the Senate two House bills which 


' are on the table, 








The bill (1. R. No. 985) to amend an act 
tled ** An act to admit the State of Virginia 
epresentation in the Congress of the United 
States’’ was read twice by its title. 
r. EDMONDS. I ask 
atlength. It is merely to correct a sup- 
posed error in the original bill. 
Nhe billwas read. It provides that where 
er the word *foath’’ is used in the act to 
admit the State of Virginia to representation 
in the Congress of the United States it shall 
he construed to include an affirmation; and 
very person required by that act to take either 


— 


j 
tu 


of the oath 
gious or conscientious scruples against taking 
an oath may make and file an affirmation to 
the same purport and effect. All the pains and 
, of perjury prescribed by the act are 


pt naitre 


to apply also to any false affirmation taken | 


there under, 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
jection to the bill being put upon its passage 
Dow. 

By unanimous consent the bill was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 


! 
Ui 


FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 

The bill (H. R. No. 986) to abolish the 
franking privilege was read twice by its title. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I imagine that the Senate 
desire to proceed with the immediate consider- 
ation of that bill, and ask that it be put on 
lls passage. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
objection, the bill will be before the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DRAKE and Mr. VICKERS objected. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the bill cannot now be considered. It 
will 
Offices and Post Roads, 

TERRITORIAL LAWS. 


The VICK PRESIDENT presented the laws 


and resolutions passed by the fifth Legislative | 


Assembly of the Territory of Idaho, commenc- 
ing on the 7th day of December, 1868, and 
ending on the 14th day of January, 1869, at 
Boisé City; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories, 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a reso- 
lution of the Chamber of Commerce of the 
State of New York, in favor of a modification 
of existing laws so that foreign-built steamers 
may be imported free of duty and privileged 
to carry the American flag, provided that they 
are bona fide American-owned and not to be 
employed in our coastwise trade; that iron 
plates and other materials for construction of 
steamers be admitted free of duty ; that on all 
ship stores procurable in bond drawback be 
returned; that ample subsidies be granted to 
lines of steamers built in American yards, to 
the end that a competition with foreign organ- 
izations may be successfully inaugurated and 
sustained; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, 

He also presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of West Virginia, remonstrating against 
any reduction of the duty on foreign coal ; 
were referred to the Committee on 
tinance, 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Potomac City, in the county of Wash- 
ington, Distriet of Columbia, praying for the 
erection of a new bridge over the Anacostia, at 
or close to the site of the present navy-yard 
bridge: which was referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CRAGIN, I present a petition signed 
by Admiral Farragut, Vice Admiral Porter, 
and a large number of naval officers, asking 
that Congress will pass a law dividing the 
retired or reserved list into two classes: one 
consisting of honorably retired or reserved 
officers, to comprise those officers who have 


} ) 
yw} 
which 


therein prescribed who has reli- | 


[f there be no | 


be referred to the Committee on Post | 


that that bill be 


I presume there is no || 


| been retired on account of years or long ser- 


vice, or on account of wounds or disabilities 


| occasioned by wounds received in battle; and 


the other consisting of simply furloughed or 
retired officers. I move the reference of this 
petition to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CRAGIN. I present also two petitions 
for the abolition of the franking privilege, and, 


| as it seems to be the fashion of many Senators 








| ated with the Postmaster General. 





to accompany the presentation of these peti- 
tions with some remarks, | beg leave to say 
that one of these petitions is from my own 
town, signed by men who know what they are 
about and who are in no wise influenced by the 
Postmaster Genera]. Tault has been found in 
this Chamber with the Postmaster General for 
the course he has seen fit to adopt in relation 
to this subject, but for one Iam unable to see 
that he has done anything wrong. The Repub- 
lican State convention in my State, which assem 
bled on the 7th day of this month, passed the 
following resolution : 


** Resolved, That we are in favor of the abolition | 


of the franking privilege, and also of abolishing the 


| enormous expense consequent upon the publication | 
and distribution of vast quantities of worthless docu- | 


ments and reports.”’ 
I will say that I concur fully in that resolu- 


| tion, and shall vote most cheerfully for the 


abolition of this privilege; and if weare to do 


it, Mr. President, I think myself we had better 


do it with a good grace and not with quite so 


much fault finding. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The petitions 


will be referred to the Committee on Post | 


Offices and Post Roads. 
Mr. NYE. I should like to make an inquiry 


of the honorable Senator from New Hamp- | 


shire, who proposes so cheerfully to obey the 
instructions of his constituents. Why does he 
not offer an amendment to abolish the printing 
of all documents at the same time? As [un- 
derstand, this proposed abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege does not touch the documents. 

Mr. CRAGIN. That will follow in due time. 

Mr. NYE. I want to see that done away 
with at the same time. 


Mr. DRAKE preserted three petitions of | 
citizens of Missouri, praying the abolition of | 
the franking privilege; which were referred to | 


the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS. [also ask leave to present a 
vetition from Hillsborough, Fleming county, 
Kentechin, Itis one of the petitions that origin- 


lam not | 


as much disposed to eulogize him for the man- | 


| ner in which he has brought down the country 


upon Congress as the Senator from New Hamp: | 


shire. 


I am opposed myself to the abuses | 


and the excessive abuses of this franking priv- | 


ilege. This petition says of the franking priv- 
ilege, ‘‘It is a special privilege the benefits 
of which accrue to the { 

pense of the many.’’ I believe among the 
‘*favored few’’ are about fifteen thousand 


postmasters. They come in for the benefit of | 


this privilege. While I am disposed to reform 
it, I state frankly that I will not vote for its 
total abolition. [am in favor of a reforma- 
tion of the abuses, but not for the eradication 
of the whole privilege. 

The VICE bres DENT. The petition will 
be referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. VICKERS presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Maryland, praying the abolition of the 
franking privilege; which was referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. SCHURZ. I present the petition of 
William Hamlett Morgan, of Howard county, 


Missouri, praying that a congressional com- | 


mittee be appointed whose duty it shall be to 
examine the Comstock system of phonetics, 


avored few at the ex- | 





and to report as to whether or not that system | 


ought to be taught at the Military Academy 
at West Point and at the Naval School at 
Annapolis. I move the reference of this peti- 


tion to the Committee on Education. 
The motion was agreed to, 
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on 


Mr. SCHURZ also presented the petit 
be allow 


Norman Kaufman, praying to 
arrears of pension; which was referred : 
Committee on Pensions. 

Ile also presented four petitions of eit; 
of Missouri, praying the abolition of the fran 
ing privilege ; which were referred to the (.. 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Road 

Mr. POOL presented a petition of ‘a 
of North Carolina, praying the extension 
the bankrupt law; which was referred to 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of the j 
aud members of the bar in attendance y 
the circuit court of the United States for 
district of North Carolina, praying an appro 
priation for the erection of a building in 
city of Raleigh for the accommodati: n of th 
United States courts; which was refe 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

Ile also presented a petition of citizens ¢ 


of 


Ot 


i 


| 


} 
rread }t 


| North Carolina, praying the abolition of | 


franking privilege; which was referred to th 

Committee on Post Officesand Post Roads, 
Mr. SPENCER presented the petition . 

Amanda M. Ritchey, of Illinois, praying to he 


| allowed a pension; which was referred to th 


Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented two petitions of citizen 
of the State of Alabama, praying the aboliti 
of the franking privilege ; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. PATTERSON presented petitions o: 
citizens of Newport and Hanover, New Hamp 
shire, praying the abolition of the frankiy 
privilege ; which were referred to the Com 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. OSBORN presented additional pape: 
in relation to theclaim of FernandoJ. Moreuo 
which were referred to the Committee 
Claims. 

Mr. WILLEY presented the petition o! 
Staples, of Patrick county, Virginia, prayi: 
the removal of his political disabilities ; whic! 


| was referred to the select Committee on th 


Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SCOTT presented a petition of mem 
bers of the Lycoming County Medical Society, 
Pennsylvania, praying the enactment of a lay 


| conferring upon the medical officers of the 


Navy such relative rank and privileges in t! 


| service as will protect them against the arbi 


} 


| trary conduct of superior officers; which wa 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented the petition o! 
W. A. Robertson, of Nottaway county, Vir- 
ginia, praying the removal of his political dis 
abilities; which was referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis 
abilities. 

He also presented the memorial of B. 5. 
Prittyman, president of the Chicago, Pekin,and 
Southwestern Railroad Company, of Lllinois, 
praying a reduction of the duty on iron and stee! 
rails; which was referred to the Committee o: 
Tinance. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented a petition of cit! 


zens of Minnesota, praying the abolition of the 


franking privilege ; which was referred to th 


| Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


Mr. HOWELL presented two petitions | 


citizens of North Carolina, praying the ab 


tionof the franking privilege; which were r 
ferred to the Committee on Post Offices ani 
Post Roads. 
«Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, presented pet 
tions of citizens of Plainfield,Peacham, Weath 


| erfield, Windsor,and Barnard, Vermont,pray!! 


the abolition of the franking privilege; whic 
weré referred to the Committee on Post Office: 


and Post Roads. he 
He also presented a petition of citizens \ 
Vermont, praying such an amendment to ( 


Constitution of the United States as will fully 


recognize the obligations of the Christian re 
* . v mith et 
ligion; which was referred to the Committe 
on the Judiciary. 


Mr. CARPENTER presented a petition of 





1870. 
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0 presented 


wo petitions of citizens 
rayl ng t wages went ch 
ce: which were referred t 
n Post Offices en Post R 
CONKLING. I present an iil ai 
memorial from Ll 
yf the State of New York. A 


{ 
4} } 
Lobe ham} 


t 
] ee es 
A a 


to the om- 


nc } 
dy} 


ru¢ tive 


merce 


of memb ers of cha er, al 
> for the purpose, bring this memorial 
1 I bespeak for it the attention it 
by reason of its contents and of it 
ll. The memorialists consider 
first, the importance and ur y 
on Mont mail service between San Ira 
( aand Japan; an d sec cond, the de 


J 
\merican commerce and 1 


on. Mail service and merchant servic 
night to China and Japan in vessels 
rown is asked, that we may be independ- 


i 


'rench and English steamers plying by 
he Mediterranean sea. It is argued 


hort of su ch service consists just 





ely with the action of the Governn 1ent 
+ bonds amounting to $60,000,000 and 
amounting to twenty million 
re and construct a railway to the 
and it is said that such an ocean line 
owns and realizes the greatest railway 
taking yet executed in the western hem- 


} } 
iwdas 


to secu 


[he causes of the decline of American com- 
the methods approved 
ie memori its restoration are 
»set forth. This branch of the argu- 
annot be stated within the rule of brev- 
ble in the presentation of a memorial 
will not state it, therefore; but I ven- 
commend this memorial to the atten- 
of Senators. I would move that it be 
d; but the Chamber of Commerce itself 
print it and furnish it toSenators. I move 
be referred to the Committee on Post 
sand Post Roads. 


ie m ytion was agreed to 


. CON KL ING. 


10 — 

-are trac ed, and 
we 

alists for 


av 


[ present also a petition, 


isly signed by citizens of Bridgehamp- 
1, " Saffo lk county, New Teek, who heartily 
rove the bill passed yesterday by the House 
Representatives, the purpose of which is to 


cut up root and branch a practice deemed by 
e petitioners a great ot They call the 


tice to which they refer ‘‘the franking 
vilege.’’ I move that i petition be re- 





ferred to the ¢ 
Post Roads. 
(he motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CONKLIN 1G. I present another peti- 
, signed by citizens of Christiansburg, pene 
! he These petitioners heartily approve the 
bill and hope that it will be speedily 
orted by the committee of this body to 
which it appertains and adopted by the Senate. 
it relates to the franking privilege. I move 
1at this petition be referred to the » Committee 
1 Post Offices and Post Roads. 
T) he motion was agreed to. 


Yommittee on post Offices and 


t 


‘ 


me 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, presented several 
titions of citizens of Maine, praying the abo 
~ n Be, the franking privilege ; which were 
ferred tc ) the ¢ Committee on Post Offices and 


sente resolution 


West Vir- 


on in the duty on foreign 


da joint 


State 0 of 


ymmittee on 
nance, 
Mr. PRATT. 1 nt a petition of Gov- 

hor Cumbac ensburg, Indiana, and 
other citizens of that place, praying for the 
abolition of the privilege e. i moveits 
reference to the Gaansitic eon Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

my 


Be Ol 


franking 


16 motion was agreed t 
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Mr. PRATT I Wi pres¢ a petition 
to th ame etiect f n zens of Castle, In 

nA, as it is called ep ion, altl i | 
kn There isa Nev ., 
but 1 know of no Cast] Indiana i move 
its refer« to t Committee on P: ( es 
and Post Roads 

lhe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PRATT also presented the petition of 
Moses McNamee Baker, relative to a method 


discovered by him for t 
cotton-worm ; which wa 

Agriculture. 
sented a petition of 
le, Indiana, praying for the abolition of 
the franking privilege ; which was 1 
Committee on Post Off and Post Roads. 

Mr. THAYER presented a petition of cit 
county, Nebr: ska, pray- 


' 1 
Washington 
the abolition of the franking privilege ; 


he destruction of the 
referred to the Com- 


ae 


Stockda 


citizens of 


ica 


which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Px Roads 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. CONKLING, it was 
Ordere l, That the pe tition and papers of the pee r- 
cantile Mutual Insurance Company, of N« w x 
on the files of the Senate, be referred t ytheC - 


tee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. ROSS, it was 


Orde , That the petition of William R. Mason, 
praying , compe nsation for propert y ti sken and de- 
stroyed by United States troops in 18 ye taken from 

» files « f the Senate and referred teih, Committee 


on Claims 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
letter from the Secretary « 
Treasury, transmitting, in response to a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 14th instant, : 
of the Special Commissioner of the | 
relative to the cost of American pig-iron ; 
was referred to the Committee on Finance 


The 


, ; ° 4) 
senate a ne 


report 


> 
\ 


and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF 


Mr . MORRILL, of Maine. 


e Con 


COMMITTEE 


I am instructed 
by t mittee on Lg ay ope: to whom 
was seleiad a bill (S. No. 334) to provide = 
a building suited to the use of a post office, 

revenue Officers, and the judicial eee of 
the United States in the city of Little Rock, 


Arkansas; and to whom were also — 


| various other bills and petitions for the 


| to provi le for such 


struction of public buildings 
= the country, to report the same back and 

sk to be discharged from their further con- 
aoe ation, and that they be referred to some 
other committee. The Committee on Appro- 
priations do not deem this subject within their 
province. It is to provide for additional ser- 
vice. We do not understand that it is part of 
the business of the Appropriation Committee 
service. It involves the 
erection of new public buildings, not appro- 
priations for buildings already in process of 
construction and ¢ ulready ordered by law, and 
therefore involve es the question of the . edi- 
ency of erecting these public buildings. It is 
therefore a mixed question of the nee zt of the 

rvice and of finance. The main poi ms 
to be the providing of buildings teat char- 
acter for officers of the internal revenue, and 
on this account the Committee on A ppropri- 
ations ask to be urged from the further 
i I bills and petitions, and 


in various . urts 


tr “ee 


discha 


consideration of thes 


rre 
rred 





that they be ref to the Committee on 
Financ: 

The VI CH PRESIDENT, The Senat yr from 
Maine, on behalf of the Committee on Appro- 
priations, asks that the committee be discharged 
1 ( ideration of various bills and 
petitions in regard to the erection of new pub- 
lic buildings, and that the same be referred to 
the a ommittee on Fi inance 

. DRAKI I doubt very much whethe1 
that is the proper committee for those bills to 
co to. If there is no standing committee that 
has charge of that particular subject I thin! 
it we 1 be better toe ynstitute a select con 


GLOBE. 


Maine. I will say to 
lator that the usage has been, if a prop 
building of a post offie 
reter it to the Committee on Post 
toads So if it were a bu 
ution of the courts n 
ly go to the C 
these bills combine both, 
0, with special stress I think, the 
ation of the officers of 


*h question, it 


ply, it might 

the » Judiciary. But 
an 1 incl 
accommod 
revenue 


proper ymmittee « 


ude als 
the internal 


whic will be seen, con- 


nects elf at once with the duties of the Com 
mittee on Iinance, and that consideration to 
me extent suggested that committee. A 
involves principally the accommodation of 
that class of officers, I submit whether that 
is not the proper committee. But still 1 hav 


i 


no personal wish as to that matter. 


Mr. DRAKE. It is suggested that thes 
matters should go to the Coumsitio’ on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. I suppose that com 


t 


mittee was originally constituted with reference 
— ae buildin Zs and groun ds connected 
ith the ( but if it is proper to have 


these matters goto some ot 


Yapitol, 


her committee than 


the one of whi *h the honorable Senator from 
Maine is chairman, the Committee on Publi 


Buildings 


} 
tfhra 
LUree 


from 
matters sent there 
consists of five now. 
ien there is no need for 
enlarging it. l to the honorable Sen- 
ator from Maine to modify his propositio: 
as to send these papers to that committee. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I do not think 
it was ever inte nded that that committee sh uld 
have jur ‘isdiction of publi ic buildin gsandg 
District of Cc 


and Grounds might be enlarged 
to five, and all these 
Several Senators. It 


DRAKE. 


1 5U 


PCy ! , 
outside of the olumbia; but of 


course it proper for the Senate to charg 
. “tele cag 

them with this duty If that is the disposition 

of the Senate, I have no objection. 


t 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


from Missouri moves to amend the motion of 
the Senator from Maine, and to refer these 
petitions and bi to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. Does the Senat 


from Maine accept that amendment? 

Mr. Saaen LL, of Maine. I do. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The que stion then 
is on the motion to discharge the Committee on 
Ap prop riations from their further consid 
ation, and to refer them to the Cx 
Public gs and Ground 

[he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, from the 
mittee on Appropriations, to wh 


Buildin 


C )i- 


ym was referred 





the joint resolution (S. R. No. 94) for the 
relief of J. R. Clark, asked to be discharged 
Irom its turther consideration, an 1 that 

referred to the Committee on Finance; which 


was agre ed to. 

He also from the 
was referred the bill 
of Mrs. oe widow of . 


same committee, to whom 
(S. No. 433) for the relief 


John A. Rawlins, 


deceased, late Secretary of War, asked to 

li cae from its further consideration, and 
that itbe referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs ; which was agreed to. 











Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘The Committee on Pen 
sions, to whom was refi 1 tl t on of 
Marianna C. Johnston, praying to be rect 
nized as the legal | of he: who died in 
the service, find that 1 case relating t 
bat k pay: 1 allowan , and tto } sion 
They the refore irect me to rey yrt it back ar 

+1 ‘ ] r } | ‘ 4 ( 
mittee on Military Affair 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT hat ec! 
refer nce wi ll be made 

Mr. McDON AL }). , 
Offices and Post t Roads, m W 
the bill S. No. 33 to ¢ ] { 
lishment of a line of ste 
flag of the Union f t , 
ma yf the United yd i } 

\ 1 port of India { y 
Suez « I. ! rf emig ' 
from Eur ithern Sta Of t 

’ } ’ if ’ ’ 











838 


ages, have had the same under consideration | 


and made sundry amendments to it, and ask 


that it be printed and recommitted to that | 


committee, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That order will 

be made. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Ap- 
ropriations, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
t. No, 782) making appropriations for the 

support of the Military Academy for the fiscal 
year ending June 80, 1871, reported it with 
amendments. 

WILLIAM L. HANSCOM. 


Mr. NYE. I am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred 
the joint resolution (S. R. No. 108) authorizing 





ik 


ij 





j 
i 
| 
} j 


the President to permit William L. Hanscom, | 
late a naval constructor of the Navy of the | 


United States, to withdraw his resignation of || 
that office, to report it back without amend- | 


ment, and to ask for its present consideration. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itrequires unan- 
imous consent. 
diate consideration ? 

Mr. RAMSEY. What is it? 

Mr. NYE. A resolution authorizing the 
President to allow Mr. Hanscom, a naval con- 
structor, to withdraw his resignation, as they 
desire his services. 
[ Laughter. } 


There is no land in it. 


Is there objection to its imme- | 


i 
| 
| 
i] 
1] 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





There being no objection, the Senate, as in || 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 


the joint resolution. = peennete to authorize | 
Villiam L. Hanscom, | 
late naval constructor of the Navy of the Uni- 


y 


the President to permit 


| 
| 
i 
1] 


ted States, to withdraw his resignation of that || 
office, which was accepted by the Department | 


of the Navy January 5, 1866, and to reinstate 


him in the office of naval constructor; but no | 


pay, emoluments, or ee gsr am in any form 
are to be allowed or pai 


under authority of | 


this resolution, except such as may become || 


| 
| 


due under the laws for services which may be || 


rendered from and after the time when he shall 


have been reinstated by order of the President. 
The joint resolution was reported tothe Sen- 
ate without amendment, ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on the 


District of Columbia, to whom was referred | 
the bill (S. No, 425) to extend the time for the 


completion of the lateral branch of the Balti- 
more and Potomac railroad, authorized by the 
act approved February 5, 1867, and to change 
the location in the city of Washington along 





| 
| 
| 


of the Poor of the District of Columbia; which | 


was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to the printed. . 


Mr. VICKERS asked, and by unanimous | 
|| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8. |, 


No. 461) providing for the formation of corpora- 
tions, and regulating the same, in the District of 
Columbia; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolu- 
tion (S. R. No. 109) in relation to settlers on 
the late Sioux Indian reservation, in the State 
of Minnesota ; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committtee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolu- 
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| 


1} 
1 
i 

| 


| 
| 


| 


tion (S. R. No. 110) in relation to bounties to | 


colored soldiers and seamen ; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CASSERLY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 111) relating to the seiz- 
ure of certain distilled spirits in California ; 
which was read twice by its title. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. To what com- 
mittee does the Senator wish the joint resolu- 
tion referred ? 

Mr. CASSERLY. 
for the present. 
shall call it up at the first opportunity, so that 
my colleague may be in his seat. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator desire it printed ? 


Mr. CASSERLY. No, sir. 
BALANCES OF APPROPRIATIONS. 
Mr. SHERMAN submitted the following 


resolution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Appropriations | 


be directed to inquire into the expediency of trans- 


| ferring to the surplus fund all balances of appro- 
priations remaining unexpended on the Ist day of | 
July next except the permanent and indefinite || 
| appropriations, and that they inquire and report | 


such permanent and indefinite appropriations as 
may be repealed without injury tothe publie service. 


SURVEYS OF DULUTH HARBOR. 


‘Tr 2 : nO. 1] 
Mr. RAMSEY submitted the following — ie passed the House without debate on the 10:h ot 


olution ; which was considered by unanimous 


' consent, and agreed to : 


| 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested | 


| to communicate to the Senate the result of the sur- 


the bank of the canal, reported it without || 


amendment. 
BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. FERRY. Imovethat the Senate post- 
pone all prior orders and proceed to the con- 
sideration of the veto message of the President 
on the biil for the relief of Rollin White. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us finish the morn- 
ing business. 

Mr. FERRY. IfI can get itup I will then 
give way to the morning business. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The introdue- 
tion of bills and joint resolutions is in order. 

Mr. HOWARD asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 458) to authorize and aid the Kansas 


struct its railroad and telegraph line to El Paso, 
in New Mexico; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on the Pacific 
Railroad, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 





| 
| 
| 


| 








| 
| 


459) to authorize the settlement of the accounts 
of officers of the Army and Navy; which was || 


read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed, 


Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous | 


j 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. || 


tl 
i 
| 


No. 460) to incorporate the Washington Asso- | 
ciation for the Improvement of the Condition |! 


veys of the harbor of Duluth, at the head of Lake | 


Superior, by the engineers ordered to make the 
same, with a view to the construction of an artificial 
breakwater or making such improvements as may 
be necessary for the protection of shipping in that 
port. 

LEGISLATURE OV GEORGIA. 


Mr. EDMUNDS submitted the following 


resolution; which was considered by unani- || 


'| ground that he has not been sufticiently compensated 


mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, 
and they are hereby, instructed to inquire and report 
whether any further legislation is necessary upon 
the subject of the organization of the provisional 
Legislature in Georgia. 


ROLLIN WHITE-——-VETO MESSAGE, 


Mr. FERRY. I now move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the veto mes- 


Pacific Railway Company to extend and con- || sage of the President on the bill for the relief 


of Rollin White. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will read the message of the President. 

The Secretary read the message of the Pres- 


ident, as follows: 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I return herewith, without my approval, Sonate 
bill No. 273, entitled ‘‘ An act for the relief of Rollin 
White,” for the reasons set forth in the accompany- 
ing communication, dated December 11, 1869, from 
the chief of ordnance. 

U.S. GRANT. 


Executive Mansion, 
Wasurncoron, D.C, January 11, 1870. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will now report the bill. 


| 


| 


' 
' 


Let it lie on the table | 
I wish to give notice that I | 


} 





i 
} 
| 





| 
} 





| made within the time prescribed by law 





January 28, 


The Secretary read as follows: 


_ An act for the relief of Rollin White 
Beit enacted by the Senate and House of ; 
tives of the United States of America in Con 
bled, That the Commissioner of Patents be and is 
hereby, authorized to rehear and determine the z 
plication of Rollin White for the extension of his let. 


Representa. 
orese (saem. 


|| ters-patent for improvements in pistols, issued April 


3, 1855, numbered 12538, 12648, and 12649, (number 
12638 having been reissued May 1, 1866, numbered 
2,236 and number 12649 having been reissued Vory|,, 
27, 1863, in divisions numbered 1557, 1558, and Jon." 
upon the evidence, in the same manner and with 1), 
same effect as if they were original applications 
: . ~ -- or said « x- 
tensions, before the Commissioner of Patents, and a« 
if no hearing had ever occurred: Provided, That j, 
case said extension shall be granted no damages 
shall be recovered for infringements thereof between 
the date of the enpiraiton of the original patent. 
and the date of such extensions. ae 
Secahe Fee 

Speaker of the House a epras entatipes 

SCHUYLER COLFAX. 

Vieo President and President of the Senate. 
I certify that this act did originate in the Senate 
GEO. Cc. G RHAM, Secretary, , 


Mr. FERRY. Inowcall for the reading of 
the report of General Dyer. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question js, 
‘Will the Senate on reconsideration agree ty 
the passage of this bill?’’ which question mus: 
be taken by yeas aud nays. The Senator from 
Connecticut calls for the reading of the report 
of General Dyer. It will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Onpyancy Orrice, War Deparrnent. 
V ASHINGTON, December 11, 136°, 


Sir: In theyear 1855 Rollin White obtained letters. 
poset for umprovements in repairing risto's, in 
along other things) extending the chambers of th, 


| rotating cylinder through to the rear so as to enable 


the chambers to be charged at the rear by hand or 
by aself-acting charger. 

Some time afterward, and prior to the breaking 
out of the rebellion he assigned this patent to Swit) 
& Wesson, of Springfield, Massachusetts, for the sum 
of $500 in cash, and their obligation to pay him 
twenty fivecents royalty on each pistol manufacture: 
under the patent, binding himself to apply for aud 
to use his influence to procurearenewal of the patent. 
He afterward surrendered this original patent and 
obtained a reissue in three divisions. Two year 
before the expiration of the latter he applied to th: 
Commissioner of Patents for an extension, upon th 
ground of insufficiency of compensation. The Com 
missioner rejected the application for an extension 
without assigning any reason, and the patents ex- 
pired by limitation on the 3d of April, 1860, and the 
invention became public property. 

On the 9th of April, 1869, a bill authorizing th 
Commissioner of Patents to reconsider the appli: 
tion of Rollin White for extension of his patents w 
introduced inthe Senate and passed without debate. 


April, but failed to receive the signature of the Vice 
President before Congress adjourned. It is unde: 
stood that it has now been signed by that officer, and 
only awaits the approval of the President to become 
a law. ; 

Unless the ends of justice require the extension! 
this patent it should not be renewed. So far « 
have been able to ascertain, justice to the Govern 
ment and to the public forbids this patent from 
being renewed. ; 

‘The validity of the patent has been questioned for 
many years; and it is understood that it was only 
aflirmed by the Supreme Court by a tie vote, four vi 
the justices voting affirmatively and an equal num 
ber negatively. 

Its renewal is urged by Rollin White upon the 


| 


for hisinvention. Rollin White has received nearly 
seventy-one thousand dollars as royalty. Smith 4 
Wesson for the years 1862, 1863, 1864, 1805, 1806, 150:, 
and 1868 returned incomes amounting in the agsre- 
gate to about one million dollars. This was derive: 
chiefly from the manufacture of fire-arms under Kol- 
lin White’s patent, that firm holding the exclusive 
right to manufacture under it, and being engage! 
almost exclusively in their manufacture. ; 

It is believed that the Government sulfered incon- 
venience and embarrassment enough during the war 
in consequence of the inability of manufacturers to 
use this patent, and that its further extension will 
operate prejudicially to its interest by compelling i 
to pay to parties already well paid a largo royally 
for altering its revolvers to use metallic cartridges. 

For these reasons I respectfully request that you 
will call the attention of the President of the L nite 
States to this subject before he acts upon the bill 
_— is aoe betore ae ? . 

spec y obedient servant, 
oo A. B. DYER, 
Brevet Major General, Chief of Ordnance. 


Hon. W. W. Bevxyap, Secretary of War. 

Mr. FERRY. I now ask that the original 
petition of Rollin White may be read by the 
Clerk, that the Senate may understand the 
ground on which he makes his claim for the 
passage of the bili, 


1870. 


—_—_—— 


—— 
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The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


she honorable Senate and 
4 House of Representatives : 
rho petition of Rollin White respectfully repre- 
vee that his patent for improvements in pistols 
»ired April 3, 1869; that about two weeks before 
day of hearing of your petitioner’s application 
extensions of said patent the exhibits which 
ito it, and which were necegsary for a full 
orstanding of the case, were stolen from the com- 
_oner’s office in New York where the testimony 
- taken; that your petitioner’s counsel was sick, 
ur petitioner himself disabled by shattered 
ith; be was unable to replace the exhibits in due 
aon and satisfactorily prepare his case for hear- 
He therefore prays that the Commissioner of 
pb. rents be authorized to rehear and decide upon your 
vetitioner’s application for extensions as though the 
cue bad been done before the expiration of said 
‘And your petitioner will ever pray. 
ROLLIN WHITE. 


Mr. FERRY. Mr. President, the petition 
which has just been read was presented to the 
Senate two or three days before the adjourn- 
meut of the last session. It was referred to 
the Committee on Patents, and by that com- 
mittee referred to a sub-committee of one of 
‘is members, who received the statement of 
Mr. White, and supposing that statement to be 
correct, recommended the granting of the prayer 
f the petition. 

gly from the committee, which was never 
priuted, aud in the hurry of the last hours of 
the session passed without debate or considera- 
tion. dt went from the Senate to the House of 


4 


W 


t 


Representatives, where it also passed without | 


being printed and without debate or considera- 
tion, although some gentleman had desired to 
debate it. The proceedings of the House upon 


se 
(lode. 


he patent having expired and the extension 


having been refused by the Commissioner of 
Patents, no knowledge existing in the country 
at large with regard to the proceedings which 
had been taken and were pending in Congress, 

ithe bill not having received the signature 
f the Vice President or the approval of the 
President at the last session, the business of 
manufacturing arms in which this mode is 

ployed was largely increased and anew 
entered into in different States, and large 


unis Of money invested during the recess | 


Congress, and to the astonishment of those 
had made these investments, upon the 
ug of the present session of Congress this 


bill was found in fransitu from one House to || 


» other, and its passage apprehended to be 
exceedingly dangerous to their interests. 

Upon the return of the bill with the objections 

of the President [ sent for a copy of the ori- 
ginal petition of Mr. White, having during my 
experience as a member of the Committee on 
Patents learned how dangerous it is to take the 
statements of applicants for renewals or exten- 
sions as truth upon which to base legislation. 
The petition which has just been read gives 
two reasons for a new trial before the Com- 
missioner of Patents. The petitioner had had 
atrial before the proper tribunal, and his appli- 
cation had been rejected. He appeals to Con- 
gress, a proceeding exceedingly dangerous as 
« precedent, of which I know no precedent; 
aud if the precedent were to be made in the 
T 
strongly contested case should be decided be- 
fore the Commissioner of Patents where we 
might not expect a motion for a new trial 
before Congress. 
_ But, setting aside the consideration of the 
Ganger of the precedent, when we examine the 
vetition of Mr. White we find two reasons given 
or a new trial; one that his counsel were sick 
and were not present at the hearing before the 
Commissioner, and the other that a portion o7 
his exhibits or models had been stolen and were 
iost; that he therefore had no fair trial, having 
no counsel and his evidence having not been 
properly exhibited. 


} 
i 
I 


In order to learn what was the truth about the || 
statements made in the petition of Mr. White | 
1 addressed a letter to the Commissioner who | 


A bill was reported accord- | 


present case I know of no instance in which a | 
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heard the case and made the decision upon 
which a new trial is asked, and received from 
Judge Foote the Commissioner, who decided 
the case, a letter, a portion of which I will now 
read 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


from Connecticut will suspend his remarks. 





| The morning hour having expired, the unfin- 


ished business of yesterday, being the currency 


bill, is before the Senate. 


Mr. FERRY. 
cluded. 


It will take but a very short time, I 


| think. 


ORDER OF 
Mr. POMEROY. 


private bills to-day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
overrides that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
decide that point when it shall be raised. 

Mr. FERRY. I move to postpone all prior 
orders for half an hour for the purpose of 
finishing this bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I shall not interpose any 
objection to the consumption of half an hour, 
but when that half hour shall have expired | 
shall insist that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of District of Columbia business ; 
and [ will in the same connection make a mo- 
tion to postpone the unfinished business of 
yesterday and make it the unfinished business 
for Monday. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 


state to the Senator from Connecticut that by 


BUSINESS. 


We had an order for 


The unfinished business 


| the strict language of the eleventh rule, to which 
it did not appear in the official report in the || 


the attention of the Chair was called the other 
day in a debate among Senators, a motion to 
postpone for half an hour is not in order. It 
is not laid down as one of the specific motions 
named in the eleventh rule which may be made, 
and the Chair, therefore, construing the rule 
strictly, must hold that the motion is not in 
order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 desire to state in re- 
sponse to the suggestion of the Senator from 
Maine that the unfinished business of yesterday 
be regarded by general consent as the unfin- 
ished business for Monday, as he has some 
business for the District of Columbia that he 
tells me is pressing, | shall make no objection 
to that course being taken if it is agreeable to 
the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is suggested 
that the unfinished business of yesterday, being 
the currency bill, shall be regarded as the. un- 
finished business to be taken up on Monday at 
one o'clock. Is there objection to that order? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In order to have the 
ruling of the Chair upon what the effect of these 
special orders about special days is, though I 
have not the least objection to that bill being 
fixed for Monday, and shall not object after- 
ward, I object now, that we may know where 
we are. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I too should like to have 
the ruling of the Chair on that point. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Theruling of the 
Chair is very plain under the rules. ‘The fi- 
teenth rule provides that ‘‘ the uufinished busi- 
ness in which the Senate was engaged at the 
last preceding adjournment shall have the 
preference in the special orders of the day.”’ 
It is a historical fact that this rule in its pres- 
ent language was adopted in the Senate after 
a great deal of debate, running through several 
years, as to the priority of unfinished business 
antagonizing with special orders. Special or- 
ders are of the highest dignity of any orders 
that can be made by the Senate except, per- 
haps, a question of privilege, asthe rule requires 
that they shall be made by a two-thirds vote, 
whereas the Senate can proceed to the con- 
sideration of any business bya majority. But 


¢ 


this rule states that the unfinished business of 


the last preceding adjournment shall have the 
yreference in the special orders of the day, and 
it therefore places it in priority and precedence 
of even special orders made by & two-thirds 


I hope this bill may be con- | 


vote. Hence the order which was made that 
Friday should be set apart for the considera- 
tion of business reported by various commit- 
tees is subject to the fifteenth rule. If on 
Thursday night at the adjournment there is no 
unfinished business pending then the order in 
regard to Friday will hold, or if on Friday at 
one o'clock the prior orders should be } t 

poned then the order made in Senate in regard 
to Friday would take effect ; but by the fifteenth 
rule the unfinished business of the preceding 
adjournment has priority even of a special 
order, and certainly of an order made by a 
majority vote of the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That being decided, 
still I understand the Senator from Ohio will 
not object to having the currency bill go over 
until Monday if it shall be understood that 
is to be the special order then ; and I think i 
is due to the District Committee that they 
should have an opportunity to bring th 
business before the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection to the order suggested by the Sen 
ator from Qhio it will be made. 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. CONKLING. Why not let the cur 
rency bill go over until to-morrow ? 

Mr. POMEROY. The decision of the 
is according to the precedents, but this setting 
apart a particular day for business from a pat 
ticular committee is not a special order lik 
order that some particular bill shall be ¢ 
sidered. Still 1 know it has been ruled so. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Kansas that if his 
Opinion were correct, a resolution adopted 
during the morning hour by a majority vote 
setting apart a day for the consideration of a 
particular committee’s business, would have 
priority of special orders and unfinished basi- 
ness, notwithstanding the fifteenth rule. ‘The 
Chair thinks that certainly would not hold. 

Mr. POMEROY. | know that the ruling 
of the Chair is according to the precedents w 
have established. I do not object to it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Iriseto express the hope 
that no order will be made in reference to Mon- 
day until we determine whether we are to sit 
to-morrow or not. If the Senate shall be in 
session to-morrow we may dispose of the cur 
rency bill then. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I was about to make the 
suggestion that that bill shall be regarded a 


It requires 


Chair 


the unfinished business for to-morrow, if we 

meet to-morrow; and, if not, for Monday. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. [The Senat 

from Maine suggests that the currency bill be 


made the unfinished business for the next legi 
lative day. Is there objection to that order? 
Mr. MORTON. From the little experience 
I have had here I am satisfied that what is 
proposed will result in a serious loss of tim 
I have never known a question to be debated 
for several days ‘until the 
ready to take the vote, and then put off fo: 
several days, to come up again, but what it was 
debated nearly as long the secoud time as it was 
the first. And if this currency bill shall now 
go over till Monday the question will be again 
tolerably fresh and will be debated at 
erable length, and thus we shall lose time. 
Economy of time is to finish one thing ata 
time, and then take up another and finish that ; 
but to work at athing awhile and put it off 
and then work at it again tukes nearly double 
the time. I believe | shall interpose an o! 


penate was about 


consid 


ection. 
; (he VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Indiana objects to the order suggested. hi 
question now is on informally passing over (he 
unfinished business of yesterday for the pur- 
pose stated by the Senator from Connecticut 
Mr. SHERMAN. [ hope now we shail go 
on with the unfinished business of yesterday. 
I should like to accommodate the Senator from 
Maine if the order he suggested could be made , 
but objection being made to it, I think we had 


| better go on with the unfinished business. 








840 . 


lhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Olio insists on the regular order. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Then I move to postpone 
he pending order until to-morrow, for the pur- 

« of proceeding with the consideration of 

tain bills connected with the District of 
Columbia, and upon this motion I want to say 
a word, 

[ concur pretty generally in what the Sena- 
tor from Indiana has said; but there are one 
or two bills connected with this District which 
appeal toour humanity. I think the one making 
temporary provision for the poor, if itis to meet 

he approval of the Senate, should be rome 

»w. The Senators here have no earthly con- 
ception of the misery and suffering of the indi- 
gent in this District, of those who have no | 
physical ability to labor. 

‘There is another bill, a practical one in rela- 
tion to paving M street, where the parties who 
own the lands along the street have come and 
asked for permission to pave the street at their 
and if they can have that privi- 
lege and relieve the Government and the city 
entirely, they want to know it now, that they 
may be making their preparations. Therearea 
variety of other bills, but these are two which I 
hope the Senate will allow me to take up and 
have passed to-day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of 
the Senator from Maine is to postpone the 
present and all prior orders until to-morrow at 
one o'clock, which will be the next legislative 
day. If that shall be agreed to, the order in 
regard to Friday will have effect. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I was perfectly willing to 
yield to the suggestion of the Senator from 
Maine, but this will undoubtedly lead to a 
struggle for the floor on the next legislative 
day. This is a postponement of the currency 
bill, a measure of general interest-—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS and others. No; we will 
take it up the first thing. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I hope my friend, the 
Senator from Indiana, seeing the difficulty in 
which this bill will be placed by a formal post- 
ponement, will agree that it shall be regarded 
as the unfinished business this evening for the 
next legislative day. Ifthe Senator from In- 
diana will withdraw his objection I will not 
interpose any further. 

Mr. STEWART. In making a disposition | 
of the time of the Senate it seems to me highly || 
Important that we should pay some regard to 
the desire of the Senator from New York to 
take up the census bill. I should like toinquire 
when it is to come up, 


own expense : 


| tion, we have now the Constitution, which is 


| to the act of 1850; and the Secretary would so 
| regard it I have no doubt. 


| object practically would be attained according 


| consideration of the Senate to the subject, to 


‘|| my dissent from the remarks made by our 





Mr. CONKLING. Iam very glad the Sen- 
ator alludes to that subject, because if I can 
have the attention of Senators for a moment 
I shall be glad to make a suggestion in that 
regard, | 

it is supposed in the Senate to some extent, | 
and outside of the Senate,-that there is im- | 
portance in the view of the committee in taking | 
up the census bill and having some legislation 
in regard to it. In the view of the committee 
there is very little importance to be attached 
to taking it up atall. Indeed, if the Senate 
would vote not to take it up the whole pur- 
pose in substance, in the view of the commit- 
tee, would be accomplished, and for this 
reason; the report of the committee is that | 
the census this year ought to be taken under | 
the act of 1850, which is a continuing act, in 
force now, and applicable in all things save 
one. The schedule of enumeration literally 
and formally ought to be made to comply with | 
the changed Constitution, which has been 
purified of all provisions relating to represent: | 
auion requiring the enumeration of slaves. | 
‘That, I think, the Secretary of the Interior | 
cannot hesitate to do, even in the absence 
of any legislative direction, the Constitution 
having been changed, 

Uheretore, if on to-day or on any day the 
Senate would vote not to proceed with the | 
consideration of the census bill at all the effect 
would be when we reached the lst of February, | 








' to what our chairman has said. 


| now proposed. 
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| to which time the law has been suspended by 
' a resolution the other day, to put into force | 


again the act of 1850, which according to the | 
view of the committee is a sufficient and ap- | 
propriate act, and the best act at this time | 
under which to proceed with the conduct of 
the census, And although there is alittle sub- 
stitute reported, a brief section providing that | 
the Secretary of the Interior shal) conform the | 
enumeration schedule to the changed Constitu- 


the superior law, supplemental, if I may so say, 


Therefore, in the | 
absence of all legislation whatever, the whole 


—— 


to the view of the committee ; and yet the com- 
mittee feel bound to ask at an early day the 


the end that in the way suggested, or in some 
way, the judgment of the Senate may be 
expressed with regard to it. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, as one of 
the committee to whom the census bill was 
referred, I shall be pardoned for expressing 





chairman, [Mr. Conkiinc.] I do not mean 
to discuss the question; but I wish merely to 
make one or two remarks directly responsive 


I do not see the way for the Senate to treat 
the House bill in the very perfunctory manner 
I think it ought to be consid- 
ered, carefully considered. 1 think that abill 
which is the result of so much labor and study 
at the other end of the Capitol should not be 
rejected, at least without careful consideration 
in this Chamber. That is the first remark I 
have to make. 

The other is as to the practicability of our 
pos under the old statute of 1850. I 
1ave to submit to my friend, the chairman, 
that he is perhaps too swift in that statement. 
Has he examined that statute? Does he see 
what the allowances in the way of compensa- 
tion are for services? Must those not be pro- 
vided for by our present legislation? One 
dollar and eighty-seven cents or two dollars, 
which was the daily compensation of an assist- 
ant marshal in 1850,would not secure any com- 
petent service now. Therefore, to my mind, 
the law of 1850 is not at this moment a work- 
ing machine; it will not do the business. If 
you proceed substantially on its basis you must 
make amendments applicable to the present 
time. Then, sir, the whole subject will be 
open ; and under those circumstances I submit 
that it will be expedient for the Senate to apply 
itself carefully to that whole subject, especially 
in the form presented by the House bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is now manifest 

Mr. CONKLING. I ask the Senator to 
yield to me for one moment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts rose saying he was going to respond 





to a suggestion made byme. The Senate will 
see, I think, that hisremarksare not in response 
in any way to mine. I did not assume to dis- 
cuss at all the question of adhering to the old 
bill or of adopting the new one. I simply 
stated, and I think the Senator will hardly 
venture upon a contradiction of that state- 
ment, that if the view of the committee is to 
prevail, if the old act is to continue, we need 
of necessity no consideration here. That was 
my suggestion ; and I abstained expressly from 
going into the question which the Senator seems 
to be ambitious now to consider. I beg, how- 
ever, to say to the Senator that I have exam- 
ined the act of 1850 very carefully, as I have 
also read with care every other act to be found 
on the statute-book touching the census of the | 
United States, and I do believe, as does the 
entire committee excepting the Senator, that 
not only as to compensation but in every other 
regard the act of 1850 is competent and sufli- 
cient. Not only does the committee believe | 
that, but so believe those who are much more | 


| competent to judge, I think, than any mom) 
| of the committee would be willine to «i, 
| to be. 

1 leave the subject now with the i, 
remark that if there be conspicuous amone :\., 


at 
& the 


recommendations of the act of 1850 one { 
which ready reference may be made it js | 
provision touching compensation, which proved 
in two instances to be admirable, and which | 
believe to be all sufficient. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is plainly manifest, | 
think, from this brief discussion that we had 
better proceed with the regular order, ‘Ph. 
appeal made by the Senator from Maine touches 
me, because | happen to know that there jx 
great distress in this city; and if the Senate, 
desires to call up the bill for the immediai, 
relief of the poor, | think by unanimous eo, 
sent the Senate should pass it, and grant wha; 
ever relief the Senate chooses todo. In regayd 
to the other bill for the paving of M street, 
the rest of the streets of Washington are jy 
such a wretched condition that I should be yer 
sorry indeed to vote that the people of M stre¢ 
should have one decent street to ride and walk 
over until some of their neighbors have 
chance also. I think that can wait, as every 
thing must wait in Washington. 1 think ip 
two hours, by going on with the regular order, 
we can get rid of it. Otherwise, it will come 
up again with renewed speaking, and then, fo, 
one, I should be willing to stay here until the 
Senator from Maine can secure the passage o| 
his bill for the relief of the poor of Washing. 
ton, or I will come back here to-morrow, or | 
will vote with him at any time to give that bil! 
for the relief of the poor in this city preferenc¢ 
over any other. 

Mr. STEWART. Let it be taken up now, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am perfectly willing 
that it shall be taken up now if we can go on 
with the regular order after it is disposed of. 


RELIEF OF DISTRICT POOR. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I move, then, that the Sen. 
ate proceed to the consideration of the bill for 
the temporary relief of the poor in the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
regular order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Maine asks unanimous consent that the 
unfinished business be informally passed ove: 
for the purpose of taking up the bill in regard 
to the poor in the District of Columbia. 

There being no objection, the bill (S. No. 
435) for the temporary relief of the poor 
and destitute people in the District of Colum- 
bia was read the second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill appropriates the sum of $30,000 for 
the temporary relief of the poor and destitute 
population in the District of Columbia, to be 
distributed by the mayors of the cities of Wash- 
ington and Georgetown, the president of the 
levy court, and Oliver O. Howard, through the 
agencies of the Washington Association for 
the Improvement of the Condition of the Poor, 
the National Freedmen’s Relief Association, 
and the Industrial Home School of District 
of Columbia, and in such other manner and 
in such proportions as they shall deem mos! 
desirable and best calculated to promote the 
objects of the appropriation. It also author 
izes the Secretary of War to furnish the mayors 
of Washington and Georgetown, the president 
of the levy court, and Oliver O. Howard con- 
demned clothing and other articles not suites 
for Army purposes, for distribution by them 
among the poor and destitute in the Dist: 
of Columbia, not to exceed $10,000. 

Mr. POMEROY. I submit an amendmen’, 
to come in at the close of the bill. Ido no 
know that the amendment will be as contro! 
ling as I should like to have it, but it is sug- 
gestive at any rate. I should like to have }' 
read, 
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Without displacing the 


The VICE PRESIDENT, 


) will report the amendment. 
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ho Secretary read the amendment, which 
6 insert at the end of the bill the following : 
| the persons charged with the expenditure of 
-esaid appropriation shall, so far as may be | 
», provide labor and materials for labor, 
ig ti promote and improve the condition of the 
ts «. POMEROY. I have seen the difficulty 
iministering mere charity. Not only is it 
to administer, but it is very temp orary 
effects. It is also in a great many 
ces demoralizing to administer charity, 
— ily to able-bodied men and women. 
, are some helpless persons who must have 
but the greater portion of this appro- 
yn | want administered here in a way that 
nrovide labor, that will promote indus- 
a ..y, that will make the benevolent results per- 
nt. You may feed the hungry for a few 
while the dollars last, but they are still | 
ng There is no end of charity if it is to 
at ol} .dministered as a gratuity without providing 
a . Jabor, some means of self-support. It is 
atend that I wish thisamendment attached 
his bill; and yet I say it is not controlling. 
ly fear is that those who are charged 
the execution of this trust will not be 
ever renuous in providing labor and materials for 
ak r, but will give gratuitously to persons who | 
ord iid labor if they had the means provided. 
Rien (he great want in this city is avenues to 
n. for ibor. Persons would not be objects of charity 
they had the means of labor provided for | 
m, If the great water-power on the Poto- 
ecould be made available for the turning 
wheels of machinery, if factories could 
: established here, if this city could be made 
ike other cities in providing self-supporting 
eans of labor for the population, there would 
10 occasion for contributions of this sort. 
m pained every day at the necessity that I see 
und me for some efforts of this kind; but 
c ere can be no permanent relief short of pro- 
- ling labor for all who are able to work. That 
at command that man shall gain his bread 
the sweat of his brow cannot be executed 
ll for y proxy; it can be performed only by the | 
lividual himself laboring and earning his || 
ily bread. The object of Government should 
the be to enable people to execute that command. 
| am not insensible to the condition of the 
nfortunate, the condition of the aged, the 
condition of the infirm and those who cannot | 
perform labor; but they are not the persons || 
1a great majority of cases to whom our charity | 
sextended. It is extended generally to those | 
who are the most clamorous, to those who are | 
cnae able to make the greatest noise, to those who 


uo ib 
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we ought to provide the means of their earning 
a living. 
Mr. DAVIS. Iam struck with an idea ox- 
pressed by the honorable Senatorfrom Kansa 
that the most effectual way for any people to 
obtain relief is to go to work or to be put to 
work. One of the great evils, in this city espe- 
cially, is that so many people who are able to 
labor, and who have not the means of living 
without labor, are allured to come here, and 
after getting here, without the means of sup- 
port unless by labor, they either have not the | 
opportunity to labor or are unwilling to do it. 
I suggest to the honorable Senator that this is 
not the best place for persons who are able to 


S, 


| labor to obtain employment. 


Mr. POMEROY. I! do not think it is. 

Mr. DAVIS. Places vastly superior to this, 
where more ready employmentand better wages 
can be obtained, are scattered all over the 


| country. If the honorable Senator would apply 


his mind to devising a system that would send 
away from this city the persons who are willing 
to labor, but who are unable to obtain employ- 
ment here and who cannot live comfortably 
without labor, I think he would render a great 
service both to the District and to the persons 
upon whom such assistance would operate. 


|| There are hundreds and thousands of persons | 


| congregated in this city who are able to labor 





sae. are the most persistent in pressing their claims ; 
and hence it is that in administering upon a 
trust of this kind there should be the greatest 
aution and prudence exercised in dispensing 
the charity. I should prefer it if the bill made 
it imperative on those who are charged with 
this trust to appropriate at least half the money 
in the employment of these persons as laborers ; || 
the but as that might be considered a hardship and 
ine hot accomplish the object of the bill I have | 
; left it in my amendment discretionary, and the 
at amendment is simply suggestive. I suppose 
they will employ this money providing labor 
ad fur the men who are able to work. I] 
| should like to have an appropriation large || 
nough to pave the streets and avenues of this || 
y, and in that way employ these persons || 
. who are objects of charity, and relieve the city 
irom what the Senator from’ Ohio suggested 
en he suggested that he did not want the | 
ople of M street relieved in advance of the 
people of every other street. I believe if we 
could now make an appropriation to pave the 
avenues, or some portion of them, in Washing- 
‘on, and employ the poor in that way, we should | 
* promoting their interest better than by giving | 
them money and provisions as mere objects of 
charity. I believe in labor and in providing 
he means of labor in order to make men self- 
sustaining, It is demoralizing and ruinous to 
give money or provisions to persons who are || 
able to earn a living, and in such aland as this || 








| two mayors, the president of the levy court, 


and who do not labor. If they did, and received 
a proper reward for their labor, they would not 
have any occasion for the charity of Congress. 
The excuse of many of them is that they can- 
not find labor; they cannot get employment. 
One of the wisest and most benevolent meas- 
ures for the gentlemen who have the interest 
of this District so much at heart, in my judg- 
ment, would be to devise a system that would 
send that population from this sink of poverty, 


| wretchedness, and vice, and colonize them all 


over the country, and enable them to get suit 
able labor, labor that would engage them and 
for which they would be rewarded. I simply 
make this suggestion to the honorable Senator 
for his consideration. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, so long 
as Congress is the Legislature for this District 
and it has no other legislature I am willing 
to do what a legislative assembly ought to do 
to relieve the necessities of the poor in this 
District, so far as it is right and proper that 
we should furnish relief. But, sir, 1 desire to 
be very careful how I do it, and with great 
respect for the committee who reported this 
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tion for office in this District, when t 
some person who wants to be re@lected or 
renominated mayor of Washington or mayor 
of Georgetown, and who has a realizing 

that a huge soup-bowl with which he can feed 
a voter from day to day will be a very excel 
lent mode of getting that man’s vote for h 
renomination. 

We have now in this District a movement 
looking to a much better government, in n 
judgment, than this District has ever had; 
something in the nature of a territorial govern 
ment; a government that would be less expen- 
sive, | venture to say, by one half than t! 
present government of the District; a g 
ment that would protect the tax-payers 
District to a degree that they never have | 
protected, and that would give this Distr 
what it ought to have, a Delegate in the ot 
House of Congress. What has been the fat 
of that proposition, suggested I believe by fai 


here is 


sen 


) 


Vv 


the most substantial citizens of Washington 
and Georgetown? I understand it has met 
the bitter opposition ofall the present official 


aud all the agencies they can bring against it ; 
and I do not care particularly about placin 
in their hands an electioneering fund of $50,000 
and $10,000 worth of clothing with which to 
electioneer for the maintenance of the present 
state of things and to promote their own retle 
tion. 

[ have not seen anything in the presen 
administration of Washington city to make m 
particularly in favor of its perpetuation. I did 
not see anything to make me favor it iu 
administration at the last election in this cit 


r 
+ 
) 


| when men were beaten almost to death and the 


brute 


police of the city almost overcome by 
violence because certain men saw fit to vot 
according to their own judgment; when a col 
ored man in this city because he wished 
vote the Democratic ticket, or did vote it, wa 
nearly bereft of life by an infuriated mob, and 
when the police were borne down by the san 
mob, and when there was a marvelous tardi 


| ness in some of the highest officials of this ci 
| in putting down that mob and securing to every 


bill, it is not one that I can vote for in its pres- || 


ent shape. Let us see what it is. 


first : 


That the sum of $30,000 be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated out of money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated for the temporary relief of the 
poor aul deniitehe population in the District of Co- 
lumbia, to be distributed by the mayors of the cities 
of Washington and Georgetown, the president of the 
levy court, and Oliver O. Howard, through the agen- 
cies of the Washington Association for the Improve- 
ment of the Condition of the Poor, the National 
Freedmen’s Relief Association, and the Industrial 
Home School of District of Columbia, and in such 
other manner and in such proportions as they— 


It proposes, 


That is, these two mayors, the president of 
the levy court, and General Howard— 
shall deem most desirable and best calculated to 
promote the objects of this appropriation.” 

It is seen at once that the whole distribution 
of this fund is in effect put in the hands of the 


and General Howard. They may apportion it 
just as they please. They may give to these 
subordinate agencies just as much or as little 
as they please, and they may reserve the lion’s 
share of the appropriation to be distributed 
precisely in such manner and by such other 
agencies as they may see fit to employ, wholly 
distinct from the subordinate agencies that are 
mentioned in this bill. 

Now, Mr. President, there is something 
rather singular about the eleemosynary grants 
that are asked for every year for the poor of this | 
District. They generally seem to come about | 
the time that somebody is seeking a renomina- | 


man the right to vote as he pleased. 

I see nothing in the history of the present 
officials of Washington city which induces m: 
to make them the dispensers of the bounty of 
Congress here, especially when their own r 
nominations are about to take place and wher 
the question in the District is whether the 
power and the system of government which 
gives them their power is to be perpetuated 
or not. If the Committee on the District of 
Columbia will give the dispensation of this 


| charity to a committee of disinterested persons 
| of both political parties, or toa committee who 


do not trouble themselves about politics at all, 


| and not give it to office-seekers, not give it to 
| men seeking a renomination for office, and no 
| limit its distribution to particular societies, as 


if there were no other benevolent societies, 
forsooth, in this District; as if all the benevo- 
lence in this District must flow through the 
societies that are named in this bill 


— 9% 1 
aa yVuU 


| will give the dispensation of this charity to a 


| have no particular personal benefit fo be de 


board of disinterested citizens, whether they 

are of my party or of your party, so that t! 

are fair and upright and disinterested men who 
] 


rived from the dispensation of the charity, | 


|| will go for your bill with all my heart. Bu 


as it is, with this machinery, | cannot v 
for it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I d 
before replying to the Senator from Ohio, and | 
have a very few words to say in reply, to invite 
as well as I may the attention of th 
the true condition of the poor of this Di 
Iam in possession of figures which sho 
that there are somewhere betw: tl 


Senate 


Wi! 


na vw 


1iousand 


| and twelve or thirteen hundred worn out, in 


| 
| 
| 
| 


: - } | 
digent persons, who were formerly slaves, who 
have no physical ability whatever to labor. 
They range | think in ages from sixty up to one 
hundred and fifteen. Now, sir, take that num- 
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ber of those who are unable to labor at all, and 
an appropriation such as has been named here 
might almost entirely be expended for their 
relief. Next we have near three thousand per- 
sons, white and black, who are supplied with 
uid temporarily from time to time; and of that 
number at least one-third is unable to perform 
any physical labor whatever. Of the other 
two-thirds the greater proportion is composed 
of females who are mothers with little children 
around them, who have the ability to labor but 
who cannot leave their little flocks and go 
away from them, and to whom temporary re- 
lief is necessary. 

There is also another class who have the 
ability to labor and who would labor if they 
had the labor to perform; and the amendment 
suggested by my friend from Kansas I think is 
most appropriate and just. He says that it is 
only suggestive ; I think the Senator has hardly 
weighed bis own language carefully. Ii says 
these persons shall so far as practicable apply 


the money appropriated for the purpose of |, 


supplying laborand materials on which to labor. 
It is imperative, therefore. 

But you must leave the almoners of this char- 
ity some latitude. What are the pressing wants, 
what are the absolute wants of those who can 
possibly perform no labor we could not know; 
and, therefore, the per centum that is actually 
required to take care of those who are entirely 
incapacitated from labor we could not know ; 
and hence there must be a little discretionary 
power left with those who distribute the fund. 
This is the condition of the poor here. 

Now, sir, I could show you if it were neces- 
sary that the appropriations of every kind made 
to this District for all purposes amount to 
hardly six per cent. upon the moneys that were 
given to this Government by the original pro- 
prietors of the soil here. We have at least 

100,000,000 of property in this District ; and 
trom every consideration, apart even from that 
one which is of itself sufficient, that it is our 
cupitel, we are under every moral obligation 
‘contribute some proportion toward the main- 
tenance of the local government here and 
toward the aid which must be given to its poor. 

llow shall it bedone? There must be agen- 
C1 nnewhere, 


reason against this bill. 
almoners of the 
city of Washington; he is in party association 
ui epublican ; the mayor of the city of George- 
towu, im purty association a Democrat; the 
president of the levy court in the District of 
Columbia, and he in political association is a 
Democrat; and O. O. Howard, who has, I 
lieve, no political status, but who knows 

‘e or Ought to know more of the condition 
! the freedmen than any other man, for they 
have been long under his charge. These are 
the men i whose hands this charity is placed, 
and T appeal to my friend from Ohio how, if 
he were to mingle political and party associa- 
tions with it, he would make it fairer than 


9 
lL iss 


It is the duty of the mayor of the city of 
Washington to see that the laws of the city are 
executed. He is brought in connection with 
the poor. What is the mode in which he dis- 
(ributes these charities? He distributes them 
through the associations named, which are made 
up 6f all-classes in the community, all parties 
in politics, all creeds in religion, and all colors 
in complexion, Ihave mingled with them ; I 
have been to their meetings for the purpose of | 
seeing precisely how it is done, and I assure 
the Senator that there is not in either of these 
societies the question ever asked, ‘To what 





political organization do you or do you not | come within the sound of any one’s gospel, that | 


belong?’’ Why, sir, [have in my hand the first 
memorial that comes to us asking for an appro- 
priation which shall be disbursed by one of 
these associations ; and by whom is it signed? 
Peter Parker, long the agent of the Govern- 
ment in China, who is a very worthy physician ; 
Chief Justice 8S, P. Chase, Professor Joseph 


| am sorry that the Senator 


from Ohio should have suggested a political i} Mr. HAMLIN. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


| 


i Henry, Judge Joseph Casey, W. W. Corcoran, 
| and Mr. Riggs—men of all shades of political 
|| Opinion and withoutanyatall. Ihave another 
renee signed by hundreds of citizens of this 
} istrict without regard to party, creed, color, 
or sex. These are the persons who ask the 
appropriation. ‘The mode which we have pro- 
vided I think eminently a just one; and if 
Senators wish to connect party associations 
| with it I am sure I do not see how it could be 
| made more just or equitable. 

Ido not design to take up the time of the 
| Senate. I am quite sure that there is enough 
knowledge with all of us to enable us to 
contribute this very small amount of means. 

The PRESIDING OFIFICER, (Mr. Ep- 
MUNDS in the chair.) Thequestion is on agree- 
ing to the amendment proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Kansas, [Mr. Pomeroy. ] 

Mr. DAVIS. I would suggest to the hon- 
orable chairman of the committee that has 
reported this bill that he make his almoners 
the clergymen who have charge of the churches 
in this city and in Georgetown. Let him re- 
_ move politicians entirely from the distribution 
of this charitable fund. There are charges 
that the distribution of such funds has been 
abused heretofore ; and I admit that the prox- 
imity of this bill to the time when the city 
elections are to take place and when there are 
nominations about to be made for different 
offices looks suspicious. 

Now I, as one Senator, am willing to vote a 
|| reasonable amount of money to meet the abso- 
lute wants of the poor and indigent population 
| of this city and this District. I want that money 
honestly distributed for the purposes to which 
| it is appropriated ; and I want not only honest 
|| and competent persons to distribute it, but men 
|| who cannot be made subject to any imputation 
| of improper motives in the distribution. I 
| therefore would suggest to the honorable chair- 
| man that he amend his bill by making the dis- 
| tributors of this charitable fund the clergymen 
_ of this District who have the charge of religious 
| congregations, and let the clergymen of each 
ward constitute a particular committee for the 
distribution of the fund in that particular ward. 
I think if that mode is adopted it will be satis- 
factory. 











} 
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I think the practical dis- 


Now, who are the || tribution of this money already amounts very 
charity? The mayor of the | 


nearly to what the Senator from Kentucky has 
| suggested. In my meeting with the Society for 
| the Amelioration of the Condition of the Poor 
| the evening before last, I found that every reli- 
| gious society in this city, Protestant, Catholic, 
and Jew, was represented; each church had 
its agent through which these distributions 
were made ; and to the credit of the Jews be 
it said that they have indeed been charitable 


in the means which they have contributed, 


while they have supported their poor by them- 
selves aside from all 

denomination. There is, therefore, a distribu- 
tion through every church organization in this 


aid outside of their own | 
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| Mr. DAVIS. The honorable Senator who)), 
| mistakes the object of this charity to whi¢| J 
| had reference. I did not speak of any honest 
| constant church-going people; [ spoke of ti, 
|| poor, the indigent, the needy ; and | SUPposed 
|| that the divines in charge of the churches a 
1 a general supervision of the moral conditio; 
| and of the condition as to means of living 
| their respective districts and of the commu. 
'| nities in which the members of their churches 
live, and that they probably would be the most 
appropriate and the best informed individy,). 
in the community for the purpose of disty 
ing this fund among its true objects, 
poor and needy. 

Mr. POMEROY. I apprehended the re. 
marks of the Senator, and Pascoe measurably 
with what he hassaid. The only reason I mad» 
a remark at all was that there is a large class 
in every city who are not approached by min- 
isters or churches. They do not know them. 
They are subjects of Government ; they are 
found in our criminal courts ; our justices o{ 
the peace, sheriffs, and constables know them, 
but they are objects of charity nevertheless, 
They are the poor to whom this provision must 
reach and be applied ; and ministers are tho 
very last persons, good as they are in thei: 
epaere, who should be charged with a public 

charity of thiskind. They have another callin: 
| and must devote themselves to other purposes, 
| Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I wish, 

ask my friend, the chairman of the District 
Committee, a question for my own informatioy, 
I want to know if there is in force in this Dix 
trict a system of poor laws, with its officers, o: 
is the District wholly destitute of any suc) 
laws or of any such otlicers ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. I do not think there is any 
system of poor laws here other than that the 
city government appropriates, I think. a certai 
per cent. of the moneys raised by general tax. 
ation for the poor. 

|| Mr. THURMAN. And are there no poo: 
rate officers in this District at all ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. lam not able to tell th 
Senator. If there are, they come, I suppose, 
from the laws of Maryland a hundred years ago, 

Mr. THURMAN. If that is the case does 
it not demonstrate that the first thing for th 
Committee on the District of Columbia to do 
|| is to provide such a code of laws or such a 

statute? If this District is without any such 

laws it is the only place in the United States 
where there is an organized Government tha: 
| is without them. Certainly there is no State 
in this Union without its poor laws; aud J 
venture to say there are very few Territories 
that have not such laws, with proper ollicers to 
administer them in such way as wisdom and 
experience have proved to be best. It does 
seem to me, therefore, that if the District is in 
the anomalous condition of having neither poor 
rates nor poor-rate ollicers, having no system 
of law whatsoever to provide for the support 
| of the indigent, those who are not able to pro: 


i 
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District ; there is an agent representing every || vide for themselves, and to afford them either 


church belonging to this society, and through 
their hands and on their recommendations are | 
the distributions made. 
Mr. POMEROY. It is worthy of remark, | 
also, that there are some sinners who do not 
belong to any church that must be taken care | 
of. I would not vote for an appropriation 
that was to be dispensed solely by ministers. | 
They might be very good almoners for mem- 
bers of their own congregations ; but there is 
a large class of poor people who are not privi- 
leged to belong to any congregation and do 
| not come within the sound of anybody’ sgospel ; | 
and they are the ones, the sinners that do not | 


temporary or permanent relief, it is in the 
most deplorable condition of any community 
in the United States; and the first thing for 
the District Committee to do is to report a 
statute to deal with that evil. Let them do 
that, and then let them send their fund to that 
agency thus provided by law to be adminis: 
tered. Such a law as that can pass Congress 
ina week. ‘There is no trouble in the world 
about that. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If the Senator 
from Qhio will allow me, having had some 
connection heretofore with this subject, I will 
state to him how I understand thatto be. Un- 
doubtedly the people of the District are not 





we make this appropriation for to a great ex- 
tent. The sober, intelligent, virtuous, church- 
going people are not the ones that are objects 
of public charity; and I know of some minis- 
ters who need this very charity themselves. 
There are some so poor that they can hardly get | 
along with the salaries paid them. 





without conveniences for the poor. I under- 


stand that to be the fact ; but here is this gen- 
eral fact known to the Senator and known to 
us all, which explains the necessity, I think, of 
this bill, and which has before called for simi- 
lar legislation on the part of Congress. During 
the late rebellion, when the colored people 
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ore fleeing from rebel communities, they came 
rege numbers to this city as a place of 
. A great many of them came here to 
npression, perhaps, of the people of the 
trict of Columbia. It was impossible to 
»nose that the people of this District while 
ing care of their own resident poor should 
charged with the additional poor of the 
on of country around about, because the 
-ed people fled here-from all sections, Vir- | 
a, Maryland ; and so far as possible they 
wwe to this District. They were thrown upon 
; community under these circumstances— 
waifs, having no home, no land, no property 
any description, no relations, political or 
|, with the community. The people of this 
pistrict did not feel bound to support them 
except as a Charity, and they are not called 
n todo it. Congress cannot ignore that 
aud I submit that Congress has been in 
me way accessory to that fact. Ido not mean 
xcept in a general way, but there has been a 
ite of affairs in this country which accounts 
this general fact, and here to-day there are 
enty or thirty thousand poor, distressed, 
cent, absolutely indigent people of the 
aracter described by my colleague. | 
Now, what is to be done? Is it fair to throw | 
‘is charge on the people of the District of 
Columbia? Is it not the duty of Congress, in 
w of these facts, to relieve these people? 
lhat is precisely what I understand to be the 


Mr. THURMAN. I did not say that we | 
yuld not grant relief, although I shall speak | 
of that in a moment. I wanted to know if | 
ere Was no agency provided by law already. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Not for this 
class of people. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then I must say this is 
he only place in the world that I know of, at 

in Christendom, where there is no pro- 

m for all the poor. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. There is none for 
class. 

Mr. THURMAN. If that is the case, then 

re is so much more reason for the District 
Committee going to work and framing a proper 
law, so that we may not have every year a bill 

yught in in this way to distribute in some 
rregular manner the charities the Government 
ay see fit to grant. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
my friend whether it is reasouable that Con- 
ress should pass a law imposing upon the 
roperty-holders of the District of Columbia 

duty of providing for the support and 
naintenance of this class of persons? 

Mr. THURMAN. I willanswer my friend. 
| would have the District of Columbia do what 
the State of Maine does, what the State of | 
Ohio does, what every other State that I know 
of does—provide for the poor people here, 
even the transient poor. We provide for the 
man of Maine who comes to Ohio and falls 
unfortunately into indigence there or meets 
with an accident. 
relief. We do not inquire where he comes 
irom or where he belongs. You do the same 
thing in Maine, I fancy. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The distinction 
is this: If there are transient poor in Maine, 
ve give them immediate relief or send them 
where they can get it; but what are you going 
todo with these people? They have no homes; 
they never had; they never had any land; 
nobody owns them; they were thrown upon 
the surface and are mere waifs on society. 

Mr. THURMAN. Now, if my friend will 
allow me to get through, I think he will find 
that [shall answerhim. I say you need proper 
poor laws here. I do not say that you should 
put all the burden of the poor upon the people 
of the District of Columbia; but I say you 
should have proper poor laws ; and if we have 
to add to the poor fund by act of Congress, let 
us have it administered under those poor laws, 
and by the proper officers provided for. As 


Allow me to ask || 


We afford him temporary | 
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belongs to Congress to provide a system of 
poor laws for the District. You may make it 
such as the exigencies of the case require, and 
you may provide that the amount of tax to be 
levied on the property of the District for poor 
rates shall not exceed acertain percent. That 
is what we do in Ohio. That is what you do 
in every State perhaps in the whole Union. 
You may limit it, so that it shall not be too 
Oppressive to the property holders of the Dis- 
trict; make a proper limit; fix it at what is 
fair and right and reasonable, and if that fund 
is insufficient, and you have to appeal to the 
national bounty, then let us bestow an addi- 
tional sum to that fund, to be administered in 


| the mode the general law provides, and not by 
| hunting around for this man, or that man, or 
| the other man, just before an election, to dis- 


| tribute this fund. 


That is my objection to this. 

One word about this matter which is broached 
by my friend from Maine. He says that almost 
the entire class of those destitute persons are 
freedmen, who fled to this city during the war 
and who are here without relatives, without 
friends, with nobody to take care of them. He 
is very greatly mistaken. A great many freed- 
men did come to Washington during the war, 
but there are thousands who have come here 
since the war ended. But Washington is not 
peculiar in that respect. That is true of every 


single city in the southern States. I appeal to | 
every southern Senator here if every city in the | 


southern States does not overflow with popula- 
tion just precisely like this? We know it, sir. 
Take our own free States. Where is the col- 
ored population in our own free States? Why, 
sir, there are more colored people in the city 
in which I live than there are in the whole ten 
counties of the Western Reserve outside of the 
city of Cleveland. Four fifths, nay, more than 
four fifths, nine tenths of the colored popula- 
tion of Ohio is resident in towns and in cities. 
You do not get them to go abroad. They flock 


| to towns and to cities, and they do itin a much 


| is the cause of that exodus? 


greater degree in every southern State. How 
was itin Memphis? You have had some evi- 
dence alyout that. How is it in every city? It 
is sd here. 

And now, in respect to these very negroes 
for whom it is proposed by this bill to provide, 
there is not an able-bodied man of the whole 
mass of them who cannot get employment if 
he will leave Washington city and go into the 
rural districts where farm labor is needed. 
They have been besought to do that. The 
farmers of Virginia, the farmers of Maryland, 
the farmers of all the southern States, have 
scught this labor, but the men will not go. 

We heard it mentioned in the Senate not 
long ago that there was an exodus of negroes 
from the Stateof Virginia. Yes, sir, and what 
It was said that 
it was owing to oppression; that the colored 


| people of Virginia were oppressed and were 


| Sir, that is not so at all. 
) 


| ana, and Arkansas. 


Congress is the Legislature of the District, it |) 


leaving Virginia because of their oppression. 
l. Itis because agents 
from Texas, from Arkansas, from Mississippi, 
from Louisiana, go to Virginia and offer the 
colored men there greater wages than they can 
get in Virginia if they will go down and raise 
cotton and sugar in Mississippi, Texas, Louisi- 
That is what causes the 
exodus of colored people from Virginia. 
There is not one able-bodied man now of 
the colored race in this city of Washington 
who cannot get employment if he will agree to 
leave this city and go into the rural districts 
and work like white men work; and every bill 
of this kind that you pass is merely a bounty 
upon pauperism. It is a bounty that you offer 
to these men to come to this city of Washing- 
ton. Itis not temporary relief atall. Itisa 
permanent institution. You pay these men to 
leave the fields that they could till and where 
they ought to be at work and come to this city 
to be supported out of the public purse by 
the public bounty. That is the truth about it. 
Therefore it is that there should be a proper 


system of poor laws for this District—not a | 


work. 


843 


system of laws to support able-bodied men who 
choose to flock about a city instead of work 
ing in the country where they can get good 
wages and employment; not a loose perfunc 
tory system of charity like this, but a regular 
system, a well-matured and well-considered 


| system of poor laws, and administer all the 


poor fund, whether raised by taxes on the prop 
erty of the District or bestowed as a gratuity 
by act of Congress, through the agencies that 
you thus shall constitute. [ am more than 
ever convinced that this bill ought not to pass 
and that no such bill ought to pass until the 
District Committee has reported a proper sys 
tem of poor laws and organized a wise admin- 
istration of the charity of the Government when 
it shall see fit to bestow it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The qu 
tion is on agreeing to the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. Pomeroy. | 

Mr. MORTON. Let it be reported again. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to insert at the end of the bill the follow 
ing : 


And the persons charged with theexpenditure of 
the aforesaid appropriation shall, so far as may | 
practicable, provide labor and materials for labor, 


} 80 aS to promote and improve the conditionof the 


poor. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. I offer the following amend- 
ment as an additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That the use of build 
ings in Judiciary square, occupied as store-houses 
by tho medical department of the Army, be grauted 
until otherwise ordered by the President, to the 
Women’s Christian Association of Washington, for 
the purpose of enabling said association to give 
employment to indigent women. 


I will only say that the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs ordered the chairman of the 
mittee to report this as a separate joint resolu 
tion; but it belongs to this subject, and I am 
in haste to get it through because there are 
several very excellent persons in this city who 
are at this time busily engaged in furnishing 
work to those who have not the meansof ear 
ing subsistence, and it will contribute largely 
to the relief of a great deal of suffering in the 
city if this can be got through immediately. | 
understand the chairman of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia does not oppose i 
going on this bill instead of being taken up | 
itself. 

Mr. THURMAN. With a 
proper legislation on this 
think could be framed in a very brief time, | 
move that this bill, with the pending amend 
ments, be recommitted to the Commtitee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MORTON. I believe that some pro 
vision can be made for the better government 
of this District, and perhaps provision 
can be made in the way ol furnishing labor to 
the poor; but that does not supply the imme 
diate want that is pressing here. ‘Ther 
present destitution and suffering which cannot 
wait now for these other agencies to be set to 
Therefore, no proposition to provide 


com 


hav 
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general labor or looking to change of gover: 
€ . . 

ment should be allowed to come in between 
Congress and provision for the present d 


tution in this city. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Is it propos l by the 
Senator from Indiana [Mr. Morton] to spend 
this amount of $30,000inaday? Are further 
relief bills to be presented in addition to the 
one now before this body? Sir, it 
me that it is difficult to conceive of a mor 
thoroughly vicious system of relief for the poor 
of the District than that which this bill pr 
poses and of which it is merely a part. In 
Congress after Congress for some years similar 
bills have been passed, each bill furnishing a 
precedent or an excuse for passing the next 
one, and the whole of them contributing noth 
ing to the permanent relief or the permanent 
improvement of the condition of the poor peo- 
ple of this District, and forming a system of 
make-shifts from the beginning to the end; a 


seems to 








bounty upon idleness, as my friend from Ohio 
[Mr. Tuvrman] suggests ‘ 

No one of common humanity can fail to || 
appreciate the condition of the large numberof || 
black people who are collected in this District, | 


me of them belonging to the District but 
the greater part of them having come here from 
Dut, sir, is itnot a misnomer to 


’ the effect of which is to make | 
them pensioners on the public purse and to 
them into that greatest curse to them- 
vesand to the community, a race of unhappy 
endents selfishness, the intrigues, 
and the « rruplion of the small politicians of | 
Washington? You could not invent a greater | 
race than the injury which 
{ yours inflicts upon them 
of charity. 


mnvert 


on the 


j » Diack 
this whole system o 
| : prelenst 
Ll ask why should there be an objection to 
the suggestion of the Senator from Ohio for the 
establishment of something like a general sys- 


of management of these people; a system 
vhich while releves 33 on the one 
hand lifts up these unfortunate people on the 
other hand, guides them in the way they should 
ro, and gives them those habits of industry and 

PrelAane 


ithout 


caistre 


e which we know they require, and || 
which they must be the unhappy, out- 
cast race which I have described, and which, 
for one, I do not wish them to be. I regret | 
that my old friend, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, [ Mr. Ham- 
LIN, | seems indisposed to accept the suggestion || 
of the Senator from Qhio, [Mr. Tuaurmay,] || 
Surely each year the same argument will be 
used that is used now, that the case is pressing, 
as if, | repeat, the whole of this money were 
to be spent in a day or a week, and as if this 
amount of $430,000 in money and $10,000 in 
clothing and other material were not to be a 
fund which in all prudence it must take aconsid- 
erable period to apply. Let the chairman of 
the Committee on the District of Columbia 
diminish the amount of the proposed appropri- 
ation; let him reduce it to ten or twelve thou- 
sand dollars, and reduce the appropriation for 
clothing and other materials to two or three 
thousand dollars. That ought to suffice for the | 
present. Inthe mean time let him prepare and | 
bring in a bill establishing a sensible, effective 
system for the administration of your charity to 
these people. If Congress is to vote thirty to 
forty thousand dollars a year for this purpose | 
it is right that Congress should provide a use- | 
ful mode for dispensing that fund, 
Mr. HOWARD. I suppose this appropri- | 
ation will pass, because I take it for granted 
there is a pressing necessity at the present time | 
for giving relief to the poor of the District. I | 
recollect very well, however, that the same | 
necessity was pressed upon the consideration 
of Congress at a previous session, and we made 
an appropriation of some thirty thousand dol- 
lars for the same purpose. 1 confess I do not 
exactly like this mode of looking after the 
interests of the poor of the District of Colum- 
bia. J do not think it a very fitting state of | 
things that a bill should be brought into the 
Senate or the House of Representatives every | 
session to make an appropriation to support 
the poor of this District. In all the States, | 
presume without exception, there are provis- 
ions made by law requiring every county to 
impose upon itself a tax to support its poor. 
lt is part and parcel of the general system of 
legislation, a system that weighs equally and 
properly upon the property of all persons in 
the counties. Rather than see another such 
experiment as this attempted upon Congress I | 
would prefer, if the chairman of the Committee 
on the District of Columbia will allow me to 
say so, to see them bring in a bill requiring 
the city government of this city or the author- 
ities of the county to establish a regular system || 
of pauperism, and requiring the money to sup: || 
yort it to be raised out of the residents of the | 
Vistrict or the city, so as to assimilate the 
system somewhat to that which exists in the | 











various States of the Union. There is no 
hardship in it. Every municipality in the Uni- 
ted States supports its own poor. 
not the city of Washington 
Why should not the District of Columbia do 
the same thing? Let them have a system by 
which the poor properly resident here, having 
residence, shall be protected, and not be coming 
to Congress every session, or two or three times 
a session, and asking for appropriations to be 
made piecemeal for the support of the poor in 
this District. I shall vote for this bill, but I 
should far prefer to see this burden placed 
upon the shoulders of the people of the Dis- 
trict rather than upon the Treasury of the 
United States. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


I did not intend to say 


| anything about this bill, because I wish to see 
| the debate terminated ; but I must say I do 


not think there is a Government in the world 
that is so unjust to any community as the Gov- 
ernment of the United States is to the people 
residing in the District of Columbia. Now, 


| here is a palpable fact: the Government of 
| the United States is the owner of one third of 


all the property in this District. 

Mr. HAMLIN. One half. 

Mr. SHERMAN. One half, my honorable 
friend says. Look at the boundless spaces in 
this city that are now vacant and held by the 
Government. ‘The Government has property 
here that is worth $100,000,000, one half of 
all the property of the city. It is the presence 
of the Government that brings into this city 
the poor who are now pene upon charity. 


| It is the presence of the Government that 


brings here the great number of employés 
whose children are educated at the public 
schools. It is the presence of the Govern- 
ment that throws upon the people of this city 
nearly all the expenses they incur. Here are 
wide avenues. ‘The city government have no 


| power even to take up a bowlder in order to 


repair the avenues, because they are owned by 
the Government of the United States, and the 


| Government will not surrender its supreme 


power over those avenues. The people of the 
District cannot even pave in front of their own 
dwellings. They cannot do the most ordinary 
municipal act, the act of a city government, 


| because the supreme go rests with Con- 


gress, and Congress will not trust that power 
to anybody; and yet Congress from day to day 
and from year to year neglects to perform the 
simplest duties to the people of this District. 

irs is a city with one hundred and thirty 
thousand inhabitants who are living under the 
old laws of Maryland, enacted before the Rev- 
olution. The people of Maryland have modern- 
ized their laws together with the people of the 
whole country; and yet hereisa people living 
under interest laws, usury laws, and local laws 
formed and framed by the dependencies of 
George ILI. 

Now, Mr. President, when an appeal is made 
to us to grant $30,000 as the share of the peo- 
ple of the United States to the poor tax of this 
city, I think it is a very small sum indeed. If 
instead of that the Committee on the District 
of Columbia were to report some well-organ- 
ized system to govern this city, to enable the 
people of the city to govern themselves, and 
to establish some rate of taxation, or some rate 
of contribution or appropriation to be made by 
the national Government for the support of the 
poor, the education of the people, the construc- 
tion of roads, the lighting of the city, &c., then 
we should have a complete municipal govern- 
ment. And I hope that the honorable Senator 
from Maine who is now chairman of that com- 
mittee will in due time report it; but in the 
mean time here are people hungry, sick, ragged. 
My honorable friend from California [ Mr. Cas- 
SERLY] is a householder in my neighborhood. 
He and I, I think, can both bear witness that 
there is distress in this city that must move 
the heart of any one. People are coming daily 
to our houses for food and for clothing. It is 


absolutely impossible to resist their appeals. I 


Why should 
o the same thing? | 
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do not care what brought them here, I d, 
care whether they are here because they w,. 
led here under the bounty of the Governmo, 
or under the flag of the Government, no, , 
what reason they are here. It seems to »... 
that we ought not niggardly but generously ; 
give to those who will have control of +) 
money, not only the $30,000, but a greater 
sum ifnecessary. Ifthe property of the Up). 
ted States in this city ood be put on the ta. 
list and subjected to a poor tax, like the prop, 
erty of individuals, the amount we should eo), 
tribute to the poor tax would be more than oy. 
hundred thousand dollars, because that wou! 
be only one tenth of one per cent. on tho 
property of the United States. 

It seems to me, therefore, that we ought no: 
to delay in this matter. When the petit 
referred to by the honorable Senator {rom 
Maine was presented by me, [ believe befy, 
the recess, the honorable gentleman who «| 
mitted it to me, Dr. Peter Parke, who }yas 
taken great interest in the distribution of th 
fund, who devotes a great part of his life now, 
being an old man, to the distribution of charity 
and giving relief to the people of this Distric:, 
told me at that time that there was so mu 
distress in this city that private funds wey 
absolutely exhausted, and he begged me ty 
present the petition and ask Congress to make 
au appropriation immediately, so that before 
the holidays, or as soon as possible afterward, 
they might have the benefit of this contribu 
tion by the Government of the United States 
to the fund for the support of the puor. A)! 
the people of this District are called upon for 
private charity, and the people resident her 
are compelled to pay taxes, more than their 
share, in proportion to the $30,000 here asked 
of the Government. 

I think under the circumstances we ought 
not to delay a day. I was very glad, indeed, 
to give up the precedence of a measure of pub 
lic interest, affecting the whole people of the 
United States, so that this important measure 
of relief might be passed to-day. I hope thie 
motion of the Senator from California to post: 
pone the subject or to recommit it will not be 
considered for a moment, but that we shall 
vote itdown and allow this money to be added 
to the fund that has already been raised by the 
people of the District. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, Iam sorry 
to trouble the Senate with any remarks on this 
bill in addition to what I have already said. 
I have not said one word against appropriating 
money for this purpose. On the contrary, | 
think it is our duty to appropriate money, and 
I think if a system of poor laws were provided 
such as ought to be provided it would be mani- 
festly unjust that the whole poor fund to be 
raised should be raised off the property hold- 
ers in the District. I said so in effect before, 
and I repeat it more distinctly now: and that 
for the reasons which have beea stated by my 
colleague. Itis perfectly clear that we should 
contribute to that poor fund, there being so 
much Government property in this city that is 
not the subject of taxation. To that [ should 
not object at all; but what Ido object to is 
this irreguler mode of making gratuities from 
year to year without any regular system o! 
poor laws in the District, without any of the 
safeguards that such laws throw around the 
distribution of such a bounty. Every word 
that has been said strengthens me in the belie! 
that this District needs another kind of gov- 
ernment than that which it now has; bat so 
far as its poor laws are concerned they may 
still be the subject of an act of Congress. 
There is no reason why they should not be the 
subject of an act of Congress, and one tha! 
should be equally binding on the District, no 
matter what may be the form of government 
we bestow upon it. 

Now, in regard to the immediate necessity 
for relief, | have no particular knowledge one 


way or another. I suppose that the necessi- 


ties in this city are very little different from 
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y are in any large city. I suppose 
he city of New York, in the city of 

| In] hia, in the city of Baltimore, in the 
Cincinnati, in every a city there is 
- especially in the winter season, when 
ons are thrown ont of employment, 

33 suffering, and sometimes a great 
. iffering. It Senators have such in- 
+ yn that they think this charity cannot 

Fay yoned fora week, in or avliaka nen yper 
Por y be framed, | shall be willing to forego 
$y sition. If that be the case, much as I 
: posed to an y such mode of di tributing 

rs \ y as this, I shall be willing to forego all 
het ion to this bill; but 1 protest that no 


be introduced again 
aws for the raising of 
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bill ought ever to 
oper system of | 
‘and and its distribution 
ided by Congress, If S 
Ce gsitie sof the poor in this 
that you cannot wait a week 
ww to be framed, then, as | 
“e : 5 1] » perfect ly willing to fo revo my objee- 
) this appropriation ; bi a sull 1 do not 
] \k the agency provided in this bill is quite 
it ought to be. I do not like the distri- 
n of this fund bei ing put into the hands of 
nt popular office. 
-. a ‘OLE. Mr. President, I intend to vote 
oa this bill, and in doing an act that 
sht seem to be wanting in sympathy for the 
y I presume it will be proper for me to 
a reason or two that will govern me in 
ing my vote. 
[ think the best disposition that can be made 
bad precedent is to discard it as 
I very much doubt whether we have 
the ihe authority of the people of the United States 
usfer their money trom the Treasury into 
hands of persons in this city for the uses 
e proposed by this bill. There are 
deed ; stated by the distinguished Senator last on 
con oor, other cities in which there are poor 
3 as Much in need of assistance as ar 
the cily of Washington. I have no 
that in the city of New York and in the 
f Philadelphia, and perhaps in the city 
ston, as in many cities of the South, the 
a are persons as destitute as any to be for in 
2 city of Washington ; but because these here 
are more immediately under our eye our sym- 
hies are most excited on their behalf. Lt is 
ry naturally so; but 1 presume they are no 
e off than the people of many other locali- 
7 ties in the United States. 
, {t has been stated here that the people of 
District of Columbia are treated very badly 
g 1 do not appreciate the state 
it. 1 donot see how that can be. I belie 
the appropriations which are made here 
arrying on the Government by Congré 
are pretty much all absorbed, taken up in the 
penses that are incurred in this city by Sen- 
; atorsand members. ‘These appropriations are 
virtually angrenmetons for the District of Co- 
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atl lumbia or the city of W ashington. They are 
a all absorbed. The sre is no one who takes away 
t fe with a when he leaves, any margin; he is 
ald more likely to consume a portion of his wealth 
es other than that which he may acquire for his 
: services in this Capitol. 


[ hope the bill may not pass even if there are 
recedents for it. If am sure that there are 
rsonsin distress here. I realize thatand am 
try for it; but their emer gencie s should be 
met as the emergencies of the poor are met 
elsewhere. The churches have been referred 
, and it has been proposed that they be the 
iimoners to distribute this fund. Itis the duty 
the churches to provide for the poor; and 
ihe wealthy men belonging to the churches 
contribute a part of their means for the sup- 
port of the poor. If they are true Christians, 
' they are the men they profess to be, let them 
cevote a part of their means, as a great many 
good persons do in the United States, for the 
of the poor. How easy would it be for 
ihe citizens of Washington, the wealthy citi- 
zeus of Washington, to make up this little sum 


th . 
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$30,000 for he poor 





Ol 3 the relief of who are 
constantly ab Letthem be called upon a 
the people in other communities are called 
upon for their charities in this way, and 1 
maki the Government of the Unite ] SUALeSs an 
eleemosynary institution. 


Mr. PATTERSON, Mr. President, I wish 
to say a word in relation to one remark dropped 
i 


by the Senator from California, [ Mr. Coxe. | 
paid to members « 


ys that about all that is 
Congress is absorbed here, and that we are mi ulx- 


ropriations for the | 
‘umbin. 


e a le of the 
I often hex . hat remar| 
sir, | have lately , en 


an ilf 


made in C yn Now, 


investigat 


8 


’ ; 
ng te subject somewhat, 
? 

| 


that up to 1868 the whole amount of ay mee 
ations made by Congress for the District of 
a . . . . . 

Columbia were not equal to the interest on the 


ce. © . 
money which has gone into Lii€ 
by gifts of | 


» public Treasury 


und originally made by the propri 


etors of this District to the General Govern 
ment—not equal to the interest of the money 
that has been given to the Gener -al Govern 
ment by the original proprietors of the soil of 


this District 


= Senator says let the churches and benev- 
olent people give of their substance to feed the 
suffering poor of this District. One lady, a 
Quaker lady from Philadelphia, came befor 


the committee and stated that she had traveled 
all over the East, she had ti 1 all 
Europe, visiting the poor, the p risoner, the sick, 
the destitute in « very condition of society; she 
had traveled all over this country; and 
she came to the city of Washington she found 
the suff 


aveie ovel 


wien 


ering and the } 


yverty Ol the poor 


city in excess of caeniiann she had seen any 
where else on the face of the globe; and that 


own expense hu 
laces of re 
ud there are eleven 
f th 


lady is herself at her 
dwellings 


of this ¢ iby; a 


ing ninety 
the 


or } siagence tor 


mainly by hoa -harities of the Christian peopl 
So Minehl ee we aioe, A . 
of the North and Westin thiscity. These ar 
most of them so old and infirm that they are 
unable to work. Their sufferings are excessiv 
and their wants are imminent, and they should 


be met at 

i apprec ich ee 
ator from Ohio, | Mr. 
be 
the 
just 


once, 
tne sen 
10uld 


‘ 


uggest to 


Nate Mi Was said VY 
lnurMAN.] There sl 
some gen eral law, and I would 
Senator from Coen that he prepare 
i I think he i 
the very m: in to present the bill that he sugge 

Mr. THURMAN. Lam very mu¢ h surpris¢ d 
my friend should propose that, in view of 
he abilit the gentlemen composing the 
Dist rict Committee. 

Mr. PATTERSON. 
tee : would be ver y glad of t 
in directing their steps and a 
which will cover, I have no doubt, not only the 
whole District but all the poor may come 
here for ali timeto come. He cannot pr 
by any general law of that kind for the poor 


able 


such a law and present it. 


rot 


that 
t ies of 


The Dist 
the Senator 


rict Commi 
dom 
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Wi 


iSO his charity, 


Who 





OV ide 


who are now asking alms at our hand Let 
us meet the present want, and then we shall be 


prepared to vote on the bil L wl hie h the § Senat yr 
suggests for the poor hereafier. 
Mr. CASSERLY. Allow 


Senator a question before he takes his seat. 


in VW donk 


He seems quite familiar with the subje t, and 
I should like to ask him how many laws like 
the present t have been pas sed here from time to 
time, so far as his knowledge extends, and if 
he can state the sum-total appropriated by such 
laws? 

Mr. PATTERSON. I cannot. I remem- 
ber two or three instances of the kind hereto- 
fore, perhaps three. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the only 
regret I have in voting for this measure is tha 
such a measure is necessary. I shall vote for 


it with the po 
believe that t hom I 
be gratified to have suc! 


greatest 


} 


sible pleasure 
nose w t 


represeny nere Wiii 


1a vole given vy me 


(and would be surprised to have any othe 
vote given under the circumstances of the case 
I think the conduct of Congress toward the 


li people of the District of Columbia during the | 
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whole ¢ iry, f { t { G 
was es i es » ft | 

eriy A } ‘ Ly t iv Aa 
ernmen il i V ) 1 
tho isands « } | i a n 
Lhe re 5 wu } pre , ) 
speaking, in the District of Columbi th 
is & Vast amount of poverty | tl 
great numvers oO ue} ut in 
We have a me vy or I 2 
\ have Gone very i r ed \\ 
we have V ad away m 
acres of the v public domain the United 
otates io pur} es ¢ lucati { 
here in the Distr of Colum 
should have had the model 
country, we have retused eithe: F 
or to gi money. ‘l'welve years ago I 
auced @ Dill granting & millon of a 
that purpose, and | have in luced a 
granting two million {acres tor euucatuo 
neariy every Congress sin » | nova 
yas been Gone with i such Le i l W 
before the Committee ou Pu | and | 
hope it will soon be reported L k vy that 
committee once reported it, bul it faiied in th 
Senate. 

N »W i ) i 
pa measu prom AV, Dub t ‘ 
ure ich as tha i ed by the Lor 
Oh >| Mi i HURMAN ; Wi ib | i \ 
ever easure 18 devi L on th i | 
tonat Conegre 38 with its hundreds ¢ pil 
property | , and in consideration ¢ 
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po it brings »> many OT LAVOTING p 
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ulacturing, ry 1iluie 5 Wii i lla Ol 
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{ ud Li 5 Va juverest ne i iid lig 
SO0lne wh ut the burden LUIS h } 

As | » the city vyovernment aud V ing pu 
money int » the han Ol lo e@ Who are ¢ 
dates tor olhee ° 1 Wii Ly boat ii ) 
to put a dollar in the hands of a y tol 
used i yr electioueering pul ) 
ical influence. Lam among W 
to establish & Lerritorial govei ii t 
let the District be represented in the I 
Kepresentative Lhere I i 
shoul ti represented in Con > 
am aaa GOLUg au ning ¢ i 
th ist Wei i nall ta L l ; I 
I ht ol ull a}! ’ i i ies } i x il ) 
aud the rigat to eiec Vu r oth 
need, 

Allu LOTk I Li L { ilé ‘ 
ment l think it is much better than 
government that has existed here d h 
last fifteen tw y yeal Ih l ( 
law, iImore Oi prove On, more Ol in 
city now than existed here ten or { i yea 
ago; much more. The numbei assaults, o 
Outrages, of firings upon peo; is much 
than formerly. Since hoes en in bod 
Ll have known batik lought here and 1Ol 
after shots fired and several men wound 
veryvody Knows that ten or fifteen yeal 
the Democratic and Native American factio 
used to meet each other and fig ea 
with deadly weapons. J lites \ ‘ 

W ashington 131m many respects the m 
city in the country. The Sabba 
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| 
cities that are considered the best organized |} 
cities of the country. When I speak of cities 


| mean cities of one hundred thousand inhabit- 
ants or more. As to the city government, I 
do not suppose it is perfect, but I think it is | 
a far better city government than existed here | 
a few years ago. 

A great deal has been said of the poor colored 
people. We have some white people here also 
that need aid. We have been told to-day that 
when we emancipated the slaves and when we 
abolished slavery in the country we were 
warned that we should have these poor people 
thrown upon the public for support, and that 


they would flock to this District. It is true we || 


have a few hundred of them; I supposed we 
should, and | think it is our duty to keep them 
from suffering. They belong to a race that has 
added five or six thousand millions to the exist- | 
ing wealth of this country; have made their | 
fair contribution to the accumulated wealth of 
this nation, and they have toiled for nothing. 
‘These poor, old, worn-out people who gave | 
their lives to private service and to accumu- | 
lating wealth for the country should not be | 
ermitted to starve or to suffer in this city. 

he humanity and the justice of this nation | 
will not permit it. 

It is said that poor people come into the 
cities of the District; it is so in New York; it | 
is so in Boston; it isso in Philadelphia; it is | 
so all over the country. The tendency of poor 
people and of laboring people is to rush to the 
cities. It is soin Kurope. I have seen some | 

| 
| 


very elaborate and learned works by persons 
who take a deep interest in the social condi- 
tion of the people of Europe, showing the 
causes why in the Old World population 
tends to the cities, It is a fact that exists in | 
Kurope and in this country, no more so here 
than there. It is a great evil unquestionably, 
but such is the fact, and I know no remedy to 
correct it. 

But, sir, here is a measure, right in itself, a 
small measure of humanity to contribute a few 
thousand dollars to aid the suffering people 
of this District. I should be willing to vote 
$30,000 or $40,000 or $50,000 annually, and 
put it in an annual appropriation bill, to aid 
the people of this District in taking care of 
their poor, and I would be willing to contrib- 
ute something either of public land or out of 
the Treasury of the country to aid in building 
up a school system in this District and educat- 
ing the people, for where we educate the peo- 
ple best there we are the least liable to be 
called upon for contributions of this kind. 
Perhaps if we had done what we should have 
done, established a good school system in the 
District of Columbia when we commenced this 
Government here, and had our people all 
educated, all trained and fitted for the various | 
duties of life, we should have had not only | 
less ignorance, but less poverty, less depend- | 
ence on the General Government, and less call 

| 
| 





upou our charity or our justice. I shall vote, 
sir, for the bill, and for the amendment which 
have offered. 

Mr. STEWART. Ido not desire to oceupy 
the time of the Senate on this bill. I shall 
vote for it with great pleasure, because I 
believe from what I have seen that there is 
immediate necessity for it. I see, however, in 
the suggestions that have been made, particu- 
larly by the two Senators from Ohio, a pressing 
necessity for a permanent organization to take 
care of the poor of this District, and it seems 
to me there should be a reorganization of the 
government of the District in some form, so 
that the people here can have power to make 
the necessary regulations in the premises. 
That seems to me to be very important. 

I am not particularly opposed to the city of 
Washington, as seems to have been inferred 
from something I said here on one occasion. 
I should like to see it made a place; but the 
present mode of procedure will always make it 
the poorest place in the world. Now itis a 
city shut off, without a right of way to it, with- 





| 


| 
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out any employment for its people, and under 
such circumstances it can never be a very large 
city. 

Mr. SHERMAN, 
gress, 


Mr. STEWART. 


That is the fault of Con- 


District it should give it a government that will 
enable it to take care of itself, and it should 
give its peoplea right of ingress and egress, so 
‘hat this city may be built up, so that there 
may be some means of living here, some em- 
ployment for men and women. 


But the idea thrown out in this debate that | 


the Government of the United States is under 
any special obligation for the land obtained 
from the original proprietors of Washington 
seems to mevery strange. The land on which 
Washington stands but for the expenditures of 
the Government, I suppose, would be worth a 
dollar and a half or two dollars an acre. I 


think it very doubtful whether any portion | 


would ever sell for five dollars an acre if the 
capital were not located here and Government 
expenditures made on this spot. I think, then, 
the interest on the donation made by these 
people, leaving out of question the expend- 


itures made by the Government here, would || 


not be a very large burden for the Government 
to bear. All there is of Washington has been 
made by the expenditures of the Government. 
It has a forced existence. If this isto be made 
a city, and if people are ever to live here 
and have employment, it must be made a rail- 
road center—I have voted for every bill tending 
to that end—and there must be manufactures ; 


there must be some mode of employing the | 


people. But to have it the great alms-house 
of the nation and for us from time to time to 
be dealing out alms to the people of Washing- 
ton is not creditable to the country. If weare 
to do anything with it let us take hold of such 
a system of improvements as will give employ- 
ment to the people and give them railroad 
facilities. I would much rather make appro- 
priations to start a system of sewerage and 
drainage and of paving the streets and thus 


for building railroads to the city and beautify 
it, and give them employment in that way 
rather than dole out charity in this miserable 
manner. 

It seems to me that here is work for the 


| 
| 
give these poor people employment, or provide || 
| 


Committee on the District of Columbia. If |) 


you mean that this shall be the capital, if you 
mean that it shall bea respectable place to | 
live in, provide in the first place for a right of 
way to it, and that will give employment to 
men; provide for a system of sewerage and 


that will give employment to many. Follow- 
ing on that you will have manufactures, and | 
then yon will have a respectable city. Then | 
let there be a regular system of taking care 
of the poor, as there is in other cities, and let 
the city councils have something to do with it; 
and if the Government is to appropriate toward 
it let it be an annual appropriation, and let the | 
Government pay such proportion of what is 
necessary to take care of the poor as the prop- 
erty held by the Government in the District 
bears to the whole amount of property here. 
It seems to me that the speeches which have 
been made here this morning suggest a great 
work, and one worthy of the Committee on the | 
District of Columbia. I think good will come 
of this debate. 
great pleasure, because there is immediate 


humanity. It is an appeal which we cannot | 
resist; but it is an appeal which suggests to us 
that we should provide hereafter a remedy for | 
future evils of this kind; that they should not | 
come here every year as they have come every | 
year since I have been here. Nobody can | 
resist an appeal like this when people are | 
starving, but let us give them employment; | 
let us build up the city. 
A Senator near me suggests that the propo- 


It may be; but it seems | 
| to me that if Congress is to do its duty to this 


I shall vote for this bill with |, 
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sition of the bill now is to give employmen 
What employment can those men who dole.c, 

_ this charity give to the poor people? Wh... 
great work will they do? Whatsystem f im 
provements can they suggest? What sates 
of improvements can they make according ;, 
law? I have not examined the laws in recn,. 
| to the District, but I have heard it stated 
that the people are not allowed to move . 
stone anywhere in the District without antho». 
ity of Congress; they are bound down, Phos: 
_men cannot set the people at work to do any 
thing to improve the city. I hope the bil] wi 
pass and that something in the way of a syste, 
will soon be proposed. oo 
Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, as at pres: 
ent advised, instructed by the debate thus fay 
I shall vote in favor of this measure of relief: 
but I only do so for two reasons: first, becans. 
_of that picture of terrible distress, of ey. 
|, treme desperate poverty which is alleged upon 
highly respectable, indubitable authority on 

_ this floor to exist in this community; and nex: 
_and mainly, because the anomalous legal con. 
1 dition of the people of the District of Colum. 
|| bia, perhaps, may prevent them from applying 
the ordinary, regular, proper, and efficient 
remedies to alleviate in some degree this great 
distress. I am not, however, prepared to say 
| that the people of the District of Columbia are 
without that legal machinery which enables 
the people of other communities to take charge 
| of the poor in their midst. If they are without 
| it it certainly is a scandalous fact that should 
be instantly remedied ; but I do not apprehend 
as a question of fact that that is so. Under 
the laws of Maryland, which are in force iy 
|| this District—now in some degree save where 
| they have been repealed by the action of Con. 
1 gress—under the laws of Maryland, which was 
‘| always in her earliest day as in her latest a 
Christain community, where the law of human. 


ity prevailed as the law of the land, there was 
a mode of organizing through means of their 


levy courts a system of assessment and taxa- 
tion for relief of that class whom I suppose we 
shall always have with us; I mean the poor. 
But, sir, whether that machinery of law exists 
or not seems to be in some degree a question 
of doubt, and I will not in the face of the 
statement made on this floor withhold my vote 
| from a measure which seems to be one of 
| practical humanity demanding instant action. 

But while I propose to give my vote for the 
measure I think it has been justly and properly 
criticised by my friend from Ohio, [ Mr. Turs- 
| MAN;] and [ think the fact that we are called 
/upon in this urgent, imperative manner to 


i render relief without perhaps the proper ex: 
contribute something on your part to it, and || 


amination and preparation of law, shows the 
| necessity for the preparation of some system o! 


| law that shall prevent the recurrence of this 


most vicious plan of occasional, hasty legisla- 
| tion upon the spur of the moment for that which 
should be done with thought, with care, and 


|| with due deliberation. 


Sir, I am one of those who think that a care- 
less charity, a charity of mere lavishness, falls 
very far short of being a virtue. There are 
| men who will give simply because it is painful 
not to give, and really sometimes the more 
virtuous a man is the more he restrains his 
emotions until wisdom and thought shall have 


| taught him better how to act. 


There was an old formula, probably familiar 
to all my hearers, of Sidney Smith’s which 
strikes me as one acted upon just now by 


| the Congress of the United States in the 
necessity for it and it will alleviate distressed || 


case of the people of this District. He said 
' that A neversaw Bin trouble but that he wanted 
C to relieve him, and that strikes me as about 
the manner of our dealing with public moneys 
—moneys belonging to the people of all the 
United States, but to be especially appropriated 
for the use of a very small portion of them in 
this District. I may say for their use in defi- 


ance of the ordinary system, which is that the 
_ support of the poor in all cases is 4 matter to 
| be provided for by local institutions and local 
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ms of beneficence. I know that where I 
end I beli« ve it to be the rule in every 
of this Union—it is the land where the 
Jo live, it is the local habitation, which 

the burden of sustaining those whom 

rtune or vice, which with misfortune is 
common mother of poverty, has brought to 
jigence 

t while, sir, Lhave announced my inter 

to vote for this measure, and for these 

‘in reasons, I cannot forbear to call the 


D 
bu 


vention of the Senate and the country tothe | 


+ that the city of Washington, the District 
¢(olumbia, which has been under the benefi- 
cen care of that party which is par excellence 

fric nd of the black man, offers to-day the 
vectacle of being the very worst and most 
bay py home that he has on the face of the 
; We have had here the evidence of 
hi deine ladies who have traveled over 
‘srope and have traveled through all parts 
‘ihe United States, and who tell you that 
where within the range of civilization, to 


ir knowledge, is there so much of human | 


-retehedness as exists to-day among the col- 
red people of this District. I should be 

ispose bd to add my own testimony munch to 
‘he same effect; less in degree but similar in 
ind. At my own dwelling in this District the 
ppeals for charity are constant ; tenfold more 
numerous than I ever knew in that community 
which was my home, and which I in part rep- 
resent upon this floor. 


here are larger bodies of wretched colored 
people than ] ever saw in my whole life before. 
] was brought up in a community where those 
people abound, where they formed one fourth 


the entire population ; and I do say that | 


never saw in all my previous life as much 
ut happiness. as much degradation and vice 
pparent in that class of people as I have in 
the few short months which I have passed in 

e city of W ashingt on. 

This, then, is part of the fruits of the system. 
Just now the labor of superannuated colored 
people was talked of; just now the fact was 

ferred to that they were here helpless, ad- 
inced in age, and must be supported. I join 


artily in that last fact, for while I have never | 


Passing through the | 
streets, through the thoroughfares of this town | 


THE 


vv 


led my humanities with capital H’s or my || 


fede with capital F'’s, I do trust that when 
ihe sense of humanity was appealed to within 
me, whether by white or by black, I never 
stopped to ask the color and I never stopped, 

| may say, to give that relief within my power. 
| never have, nor do I propose to do it here- 
after. I do not propose to visit upon this race 
of people any suffering because they have been 
nade the unhappy victims, in my opinion, of 
a most mistaken policy. They not only shall 
have from me justice but they shall have kind- 
ness and liberality, whether in my votes here 
or in my personal relations with them. But 
when they ask me for bread I will not refer 
hem to the ballot, and I take it that they will 
find very soon that a man may vote very early 
and very often and be as hungry after the elec- 
tion as he was before. 

Fault has been ascribed ijn debate to those 
who formerly held these people in servitude, 
who had for long years the fruits of their labor. 
Well, sir, whose fault is it that those same 
masters and mistresses to-day are not giving 
the comfortable homes, the kind support and 
aid that was the rule and the history of the 
southern States and of its people toward this 
class of inhabitants? They have been made 
fre e, and in many cases free to starve, free to 
sleep without homes, and free to come to Con- 
gress for an occasional careless sop to be 
thrown to them out of the Treasury. 

If this is to be the result of the system, and 
if the spectacle presented by the District of 

Columbia now and the facts avowed here by 
gentlemen of the Radical party to-day is to be 
the consequence, then I say the colored peo- 

ple of this country will mourn the day when 

Xadical ideas obtained the control of the 





| ers in the slave States in the 


| in which 


| case, 


| in the proper locality would be 
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nation: beeause it has been said here that 
this bill, as stated by the honorable 
istinguished gentleman who introduced 


althoug! 


and d 


it, the chairman of the Commi tte e on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, applies to all classes—and | 
trust it may—yet it meant expressly and 
almost exclusively for the benefit of a single 


class: and we know that fact to beso. It is 
o. AslIsaid before, my hand shall not be 
stayed to relieve human suffering whether it 
e er under a skim of one color or another: 


but I do say that the facts exhibited and stated 
here on this floor are such as well tend to make 
any man question whether the ballot which 


these people have in such abundance has been 
a blessing to them or not. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Pres- 
ident, I am a little surprised that the Senator 
who has just taken his seat should have made 
this, a mere charity bill for the District of Co- 
lumbia, the occasion for a studied attack upon 
the freedom of the blacks in this District. Is 
ita crime that the black men of this city are 
poor? Is it a crime that they are old and 
hungry? Whose fault is it that they are here? 
Is it not manifestly the fault of their late own- 
various sections 
of the country that as soon as their freedom 
was granted to them they were thrown fipon the 
world, all before them where to choose, whether 
to live or to die. Is it the fault of this District 
that it is the paradise comparatively of the 
black man? We know from our own observ- 
ation that the black men from all the States 


| sarrounding this District are happy to flock 


here. And now, when the question comes up 
whether they shall be taken care of, is it any- 
thing more than right, when this vast burden 
from various outside States isthrown ppon this 
District, that Congress should step in and give 
some measure of relief? 

I did not rise to discuss this measure. I think 
we have already spent suflicient time upon it; 
and I had hoped it would pass without any 
debate. I have said all I desired to say. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I will say a 
word on this subject. I think with the honor- 
able Senator who has just taken his seat that 
the debate has gone far enough; but I will 
remark the worst government and the worst 
governed people that I have ever had any knowl- 
edge of are the people of the District of Colum- 
bia, and I believe that that is owing mainly to 
the fact that they have no self-government; 
because they have no self-government. There 


| never has been a measure of justice or liberality 


proposed in the course of sixteen years in Con- 
gress toward this District and its people that I 
have not voted for; and such will be the spirit 
{ shall continue to cast my vote for 
every measure connected with this District in 


| the future. 


But, 
of the 


Mr. 
pauperism in 


President, I believe that nine tenths 
this district has been 


| brought to it by the legislation of Congress, 


and | do not believe that as a matter of jus- 
tice the duty of supporting that pauperism 
ought to be put upon the people or the prop- 


| erty of the District. 


J] am willing myself that the Government 


| of the nation, the agency by which thisgreat 


to its 
being the 


social evil has been brought 


present 
enormous dimensions, it 


cause of 


the enormity of the evil, should meet in a 
large share the cost of it. But I think that, 
in connection with this question, you ought to 


take into consideration another aspect of the 
I have no doubt that there are a thou- 
men, women, and girls in the 


sand hoys, 


| city of Washington that are doing no labor 


whatever ; that there is that amount of average 
population who from day to day are doing no 
labor whatever and who 
tent to labor, and whose services if they were 
sought for by 
liberal wages. 

Now, Mr. President, my position is that 
Congress having brought this evil to the extent 


are entirely compe- | 
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people of the District of C 
duty of C 


olumbia, it is the 

igate the evil in every 
and one of the most 
*h it might be mitigated 
for the legislation and policy of Con 
send these 
able to labs 


mgress to mi 
just Way wpract 
obvious modes 


would be 
to negroes who are in the 
District and who refuse to labor 
into positions ar re ‘th ey would be compelled 


. = 
icabile, 


in whit 


erTress 


to labor and where they would get wages f 
their labor. We all know that in the slave 
States the tendency of the negro population 


was to gotothe towns In the beginning ofthe 


| war my town had about fifteen hundred inhab 


| ing, simply because of 


itants and about half of them were negroes: 
has now about six thousand inhabitants and 
about three thousand of them are negroes. | 
have no doubt there are in that town, on an 
average, six hundred negroes capable 
of labor who from day to day are doing noth 

their disposition and 
their will to rendezvous in the towns and re- 
fuse to go to the farms and rural districts 
where they could get employment at good 
wages. 

Sir, the policy of Congress, and it has been 
its policy generally, is to make this District a 
place of experimental Iégislation. The party 
in power have acted upon this principle. They 
have brought the negroes to the District with a 
view to experiment in relation to the business 
of suffrage, and they want them to have here 
the power of self-government, the right to vote, 
and the right to hold office, and these purposes 
of the party in power have induced them to 
adopt a course of policy that causes 


iv 


fiv e or 


the negro 


| population to congregate here in vast numb: 


{ believe that this poltcy ought to be reforme “ 
and reversed. I believe thatthe policy of legis- 
lation of Congress ought to take a counter 
march, and that it ought to be of a character 
to send the negroes who are able to labor, 
who will not labor here, and who, probably, 
have not an opportunity to labor here, out of 


the city and out of the District upon our farms 
| and plantations where they may get labor. 


Sir, the party in power have had the abso- 
lute government of this city for ten years ; they 


| are responsible for its malgovernment, if the 


fact of malgovernment exists, so farat least as 
they could correct it. It is admitted on all 
hands, by all gentlemen, that the poor laws 
here are defective ; that they do not constitute 
such a system as is wise and efficient, and even 
benevolent toward the paupers. Whose fault 


| is that? 


Mr. HAMLIN. Ours. 
Mr. DAVIS. I say so; yours. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Ours. 


Mr. DAVIS. Yours, because so far as Iean 
review the material of the committees I do not 
recollect of a solitary member who has been 
upon the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia since I have beena member of the Senate 
who was a true friend to the District—not one. 
I do not remember and cannot call to my mind 
a single member of any committee on the 
District of Columbia since | have been here 
who has not always preferred the negro to the 
white man, and where there was a difference 
of interests between the white and black popu- 
lation of the District of Columbia was not 
ready and willing and desirous to sacrifice the 
interest and welfare of the white population to 
the negro population. 

Sir, these committees have not been fairly 
organized for the people of this District; they 
have not been jus stly and wisely organized with 
a view to the rights of the people ‘of this D 
trict. They have been organized upon the | rin- 
ciple of elevating the negro, and wher th re 
was a conflict, of subordinating the wv and 
interests and feelings of the white man tothose 
of the negro. There may be exceptions, but 
if there be I cannot call them to mind. I know 
this: that the raling power and policy and men 
that have controlled the government of the 
District of Columbia, that have managed the 
| interests of these people, have been in the 


| to which it exists upon the poor and oppressed || interest of the hlack population of the District 
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‘able Senators who have made these speeches | 
| that people as white as they every day steetch 


aud not of the white population. That is the 
truth of it, 1 think. 

Mr. President, I think all this ought to be 
corrected. Iagree with the benevolent and 
philanthropic sentiments expressed here by 
all the gentlemen who have spoken, that the 
pauper population ought to be supported com- 
fortably. If you cannot get it away from here, 
lam opposed to charging this great burden 
upon the people and property of this city ; and 
i am in favor of Congress shouldering the prin- 
cipal part of the burden and meeting it by 
appropriations ; but I want those appropri- 
ations togoon under a proper system of govern- 
mentand administration. Let a just and wise 
system be adopted, and let it be properly and | 
fairly administered. Keep out your experi- 
ments, keep out your politics, keep out your 
negro suffrage, your equality of races, your 
notion that all persons shall be equal before 
the law. Get rid of all such nonsense as 
that ; administer the system fairly ; administer | 
all that is contributed to charity upon the plain, 
just, universal principles of philanthropy that | 
every man, without regard to his position, can | 
indorse, 

if that were done I Should be willing to vote | 
myself $100,000 as the proportion of the Uni- 
ted States by Congress to maintain the paupers | 
of this city, if that much were necessary. 1) 
say that the great amount of the burden ought | 
to be met by Congress, and if the system is | 
defective it is due to the party who have had 
the domination of the District and of Congress 
for so many years, and [ hold them responsi- 
ble for the defects of the government of this 
city, if there be any defects ; and if those defects 
are to be reformed the honorable chairman 
of the District Committee, with his experience 
and ability, ought to proceed to the work im- 
mediately, methodically, and effectually, and | 
bring about the necessary reformation. 

Mr. NYK. Mr. President, a stranger lis- 
tening in the galleries to this debate who was 
not in when the bill was called up by the hon- 
orable Senator from Maine would suppose 





that instead of discussing the question of feed- 
ing the hungry and clothing the naked and 
relieving the wants of suffering humanity we 
were discussing some great political question 
that was new in its character, and striking at 
some policy which was to be startling in its 
effects. The real question before the Senate 
is whether the poor people of this city, whose 
wants come up to us crying for relief, shall be 
relieved. The honorable Senator from Ohio 
{| Mr. Thurman] saw in it some danger of a 
political character, and alluded to the fact that 
there was to be soon a strife for mayor in this 
city, and he saw something under the meal. 
The honorable Senator from Delaware [ Mr. 
Bayanrp ] indulges in the same strain of remark ; 
and the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
| Mr. Davis,] who, in his political views, is 
fishing behind the net, rehashes here what we 
have had before a thousand times upon the 





political policy of this city. 

Mr. President, I should have been glad to 
eee this bill pass without a word of comment, 
for charity when it is talked about much does 
not appear as beautiful and attractive as when 
it is freely given. Wherever the cry of want 
is heard, wherever the ery of hunger is heard, 
it attracts my attention, and ifitis in my power | 
1 will relieve it. 


I take it that my duty is not | 
unlike the duty of a great nation in that respect. | 
When the ery comes up from its citizens, no | 
matter of what color, that they hangered, and | 
ye fed me not; thirsted, and ye gave me no 
drink; naked, and ye clothed me not; the 
responsibility of not answering shall not be laid 
to my door as a member of this great nation | 


for feur of any political effect it may have upon |) 


the negro race. 


It seems to me, in & word, Mr. President, | 
that the basis of the arguments upon the other | 
sidé are all frail and tottering. Suppose that 


this was relief simply for the negroes, would it | 
be wrong? But I have to inform the honor- | 


| is stretched out for temporary and immedi- || 
The honorable Senators on the | 


out their hands to me as they do to others for 
aid. Every day the hand of squalid poverty in 
the streets of this great capital of a great nation 


ate relief. 
other side who call themselves the Democratic 
Senators cannot even in a spirit of generous 
magnanimity let this bill go through withont 
arraigning the dominant party of this nation 


| for its conduct toward these colored people 





| 


| 


} 





and for the privileges which Congress in its 
generosity has conferred upon them. 

Mr. President, the real fact is this: the poor 
black people to be benefited by this bill were 
all slaves,gray-headed old men and gray-headed 
old women who have toiled from their youth 
up, and their toil has been unrequited. The 
honorable gentleman complain that they should 


| find an asylum and gather around the hearth- 


stone of the nation that stands in loco parentis 
to them. Sir, all the charity so given is given 
grudgingly, and I yield to the honorable Sen- 
ators that have put forth such arguments all 
the consolation they derive from them. While 
they are arraigning a political party, the wail 
of woe sounds in our ears. 

The honorable Senator from Kentucky, kind- 
hearted as he is, saying that he is going to 
approve of the bill, cannot lose the opportunity 
to arraign the dominant party of this nation. 
Sir, what is their crime and what has it 
been? ‘They found these people in bondage, 
crushed and broken down, chattels led to the 
block ; and the dominant party of this nation 
has broken those shackles; and let either of 
the honorable Senators mark the one that they 
helped ta.knock off. No, sir; from the com- 


mencement of this warfare to the present | 


moment not one word of encouragement from 
that party has been received. Many that stood 
here boldly in the front and fought this battle 
have passed away, but those that come after 


them seem to have imbibed the same spirit with | 
On every question, 


those who preceded them. 
if it is a question of relieving the hungry or 
ministering to the sick, they lose no oppor- 
tunity to arraign the party that has broken the 
shackles from the limbs of these slaves and 
clothed them in the imperishable garment of 
American citizenship. 

I take my part of the odium which they 
attempt to heap upon us. IL accept their crit- 
icism in a spirit, I trust, better than that in 
which it is given. I glory in the fact that the 
party to which I belong has taken these chat- 
tels and made them men and women. And 
now, sir, they must starve because they have 
not the means of support! Sir, go count the 
stripes upon the backs of some of these poor 
old former slaves, and the answer you will get 
is that they have toiled enough; they have 
toiled under the cruel lash of their task-mas- 
ter, and their only reward was the bread they 
ate and the scanty garments with which they 
were clothed. 

Senators arraign the dominant party of this 
nation for having spoken freedom to that class, 
and would withhold the very bread for which 
they crave. Sir, a nation is as much bound to 
see that its citizens are fed as the father of a 
family isto see that his children are fed. The 
granaries of the nation are full, and these suf- 
fering people demand relief. Sir, I blush, in 
the discussion upon a measure of this kind, to 
hear a rehash of the politics of the country 
that have passed long ago into history. Iam 
willing that the vote on this question should 
be divided. I am willing to let it become a 
part of the history of this country that the un- 
relenting pursuit of this unfortunate class still 
continues; that from the day humanity first 
spoke in their cause to the present moment 
they have met the opposition of the Democratic 
party. I refer to no particular Senator; but 
upon every possible occasion they dig for that 
dead carcass which smelt so bad that the duty 
of the Republican party was bury it so deep 
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that it would never be resurrected ; they di, 


| with the ferocity of the hyena to resurroc: » 


again. 

My friend from Kentucky talks of putting 
these people to work. Sir, | have been int}, 
city now five years almost constantly, and | 
venture the assertion that there are pot . 
many idle black men in this city as there a». 
idle whites. I challenge the investigation ¢; 
honorable Senators who oppose this measyre 
and I assert that there are not as many idle 
black men able to work in this city as thers 
are whites. I see them at their toil every day 
in every variety of employment that this city 
peat to them. Isee them going from thei 
abors weary at night, while I see many whito 
men having as little means as they who toi 
not at all. Ay, sir, [ would be willing to 
challenge the morality of the two. You very 
rarely see a black man reeling in the streets 
here. You do sometimes see the others, 

But, sir, in this matter of charity I do not 
classify. Go feed the poor; they demand j;. 
Clothe the poor, black and white; the neces. 
sities of the season require it. Minister to the 
sick; for their pains and their aches require 
it. Go minister to suffering humanity every. 
where. ‘The nation that goes furthest in its 
efforts to relieve the wants of the poor and the 
needy will stand highest in character and dig. 
nity. Sir, go to London, where there are no 
slaves, no negroes, and the ery of suffering 
humanity comes up there until the very natioy, 
is startled with the magnitude of the demand 
and measures are being introduced to take care 
of their pauper population. Go to France and 
the same cry is heard. Go to Austria, Prussia, 
or any of the German States and the same ery 
is heard. Sir, that nation is not worthy o| 
existence and will not exist under the favor 
of an approving God that does not listen to 
these cries of woe. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the honorable Senato: 
permit me to make one remark? 

Mr. NYE. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. The honorable Senator isa 
traveled gentleman. He has every enlighi 
enment. I have none such, and therefore | 
am not upon terms of equality with him. 

Mr. NYE. I have not said anything about 
traveling. If the honorabie Senator reads the 
newspapers of the day he knows the truth o! 
what I say, for it is in every day’s report. Sir, 
if the honorable Senator was in Kentucky and 
such a measure as this was before the Legisla 
ture there and the necessities were as great 
as they are here he would not dare raise his 
voice against the appropriation, for he would 
be overwhelmed by an indignant constituency. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the honorable Senator 
permit me a word? 

Mr. NYE. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. What I propose to do I dare 
do anywhere. I never have voted against any 
such proposition as this, and I have not op- 
posed this proposition. 

Mr. NYE. There is no doubt about the 
Senator’s courage at all. 1 did not mean to 
raise that question. 

Mr. DAVIS. And none about the impu- 
dence of some men, though not applying the 
remark to the Senator. 

Mr. NYE. No, sir; the honorable Senator 
can get up no controversy with me about his own 
courage and myimpudence. Perhaps we agree 
about that. But, sir, I repeat, and I repeat it 
in no offensive sense, that the honorable Sen- 
ator does fear what every man fears, to make 
war upon any demand that humanity makes 
upon him and his own conscience. That 1s 
what I mean; and I know, asI know he i: 
just, that he dare not, bold and courageous as 

e is, vote against such a proposition. I meant 
no reflection upon him by saying he dared no! 
do it. His courage is of too long standing, 
toowellknown. The honorable Senator knows 
I would not do that. 

What I desired, Mr. President, was to say 
that the character this discussion has assumed 
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amed to me incompatible with the demands 
> are made upon us. I want to see this 

| passed because I know from my own ob- 
rvation that the necessities of these people 
mand it. I want to see this appropriation 
en in & spirit of generosity that will make 
acceptable; anfl hereafter when the 
worable Senator from Ohio or the honora- 
Senator from Delaware or the honorable 
ator from Kentucky desires to discuss the 

»riety of the political action of the dom- 

t party Senators on this side will do the 
they can to answer the suggestions they 
-e, I have said all that I desire to say. 

\r. HAMLIN obtained the floor. 

‘r, THURMAN. Will the Senator from 
\fyine allow me to ask a question of the Sen- 
tor from Nevada? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator from Ne- 

ia speaks of the Senator from Ohio as hav- 


gilt 
} 


satty. 1 should like to know what I said 
whieh authorizes that remark. 


‘Mr, NYE. The honorable Senator said he 


; no doubt that it ought to be relieved. 


I think it not improbable that his mind was so 
much occupied with the subject of the finances 
of the country, with which he is charged, that 
what I said either escaped his notice or was 
misunderstood by him. I am sure no Senator 
in the Chamber who did me the honor to 
attend to what I said understood me as the 
Senator from Ohio has represented me. 

I said very distinctly that I had no doubt 
there was destitution here, and equally I had 
But I 
said that I denied the fitness or the good sense 
of this make-shift practice, taken up from year 
to year, upon the impulse of the moment, under 
the pressure of a real or supposed necessity, of 
voting $30,000, $40,000, or $50,000 to four or 


| five gentlemen, to be disbursed by them at 


their discretion for the relief of these people. 
I insisted there should be some permanent 
system devised which would administer the 


|| public bounty in the most effective manner for 
ng discussed the course of the Republican || 


yas apprehensive that this fund would be used | 


r political purposes, and, as I understood 
him, he did not like the character of the per- 


cons who were to distribute it; that there was | 


,strife here for the mayoralty, and he appealed 
to the Senate if we did not know what effect a 
istribution of this kind would have upon the 


Mr. THURMAN. Was that an attack upon 
the Republican party ? 

Mr. NYE. If the honorable Senator will 
pardon me, he said a little further that he re- 
varded this as an electioneering fund. 

Mr. THURMAN. Was it an attack onthe 
Republican party to show that this fund might 

properly used for charitable purposes instead 

being used for electioneering purposes’? 

Mr. NYE. I referred to no particular allu- 

mn by the Senator from Ohio to the Repub- 

an party. It was another Senator that 1 was 
eplying to; but from the suggestions that the 
Senator did make, coupled with his statement 
iat he could not support the bill, [ got the 
mpression that he was opposed to it. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish only to say one 


vord, 


with the indulgence of my friend from 
Maine. After the declarations that have been 


made by Senators of the present suffering in 
this city and the necessity for immediate relief, 


4 
to pass Some measure at once, and the equally 
general expression of a desire that the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia shall report 
some general system of poor laws for the Dis- 
trict, 1 do not think it necessary to press any 
lurther the motion I made to recommit the 
bill, and therefore I withdraw that motion. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Ohio withdraws the motion to recommit. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, this debate 
has taken a very wide range. There have been 
very many things said to which I might most 
appropriately reply ; and occupying the posi- 
tion which I do upon the District Committee 
it might, perhaps, be expected that I should 
make some suggestions in relation to the duties 
of that committee and the condition of the 
District; but I am here to-day asking for 
charity, not to make speeches ; and inasmuch 


and after the very general intimation of a desire || 


the relief of the poor of the District and the 
permanent amelioration of their condition. Is 


| there anything in all that like a denial to these 


| charity. 


poor people of the relief for which, as isalleged, 
their necessities call so loudly? I should think | 
not. If to advocate a mode of giving the most 
effect to the appropriations bestowed by Con- 
gress is to obstruct the course of charity I do | 
not understand the object of an effective system 
of public relief or the meaning of Christian 


I do not know that the time consumed in 
this debate is to be regretted. It has brought | 


| about a general discussion of the wants of the 


| series of years. 


District and of the admitted neglect of those | 
wants on the part of the Government for a great | 
That I regard as a matter of 
much moment. And perhaps as a matter of 
greater moment it has given an opportunity to 
many gentlemen of the majority in the Senate, 
upon the strength of the little that was said on 
this side of the Chamber and ofa great deal that 
was not said, to go off into a general outburst of 
swollen rhetoric and spasmodic humanity, in 
which, wrapping themselves up in the American 
flag, and the freedmen with them, they soared 
aloft like a balloon, in more senses than one, 
into that heaven of self-glorification where no 
ordinary perception can follow them, and 


| where, for one, Iam content to leave them. 


as the Senator from Ohio has withdrawn his | 
motion, I now ask that the Senate will give me | 


a vote, and I will forego saying another word. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Before the vote I wish to 
ay one word in reply to the remarks of the 
Senator from Ohioy [Mr. Suermay.] If I 
understood him he seems to have supposed, 
‘irst, that I was opposed to granting relief to the 
‘estitute poor of the District, and in the second 
place that I made some motion the effect of 
which would be to accomplish that result. 
Inasmuch as I did nothing of the kind on either 


head, said no such thing, and made no such || 


motion, I am bound to presume that the Sen- 


| 


|| [Laughter. ] 


In my former remarks I suggested to the chair- 
man of the Committee on the District of Colum- | 
bia, considering the necessity of a permanent 
system and the nature of the existing destitu- | 
tion, whether it would not be well for him to | 
reduce the money appropriation to the sum, 
say, of $10,000 for present needs, and within a 
day or two to bring in a bill for a permanent 
system. I made no motion. If it does not 
meet his approbation I do not press it. But 
it seems to me there can be no immediate | 
demand for spending so large a sum as $30,000. 
There can be no destitution existing here yet 
which involves the disbursement of that amount 


| within a day or two, or before a proper bill can 


be brought in. Not one Senator has shown 
anything to the contrary. But having called 
the attention of the committee and the Senate 
to the obvious proprieties of the subject, I leave 
to the dominant party here the responsibility 
of acting, and if it sees fit, of refusing to do 
what is manifestly called for in the premises. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Wrson. ] 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. [offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in asan additional section at 
the end o the bill : 

And beit further enacted, That the parties herein- 
before named, to whom the distribution ofsaid fund 
is intrusted, shall make a report to Congress of their 
action when thesum hereby appropriated shall have 
been expended. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 


[ think that is right. 
That is all right. 


I have 


ator was not giving attention to my remarks. |! got an amendment to the same effeet on my | 
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own table that I intended to offer. I state dis 
tinctly that this is probably all that will be 
required forthe year. I think the Senator had 
better change his amendment so as to name a 
fixed time, say the first Monday of December 
next, for this report. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Doesthe Senator 
from Delaware modify his amendment accord- 
ingly ? . 

Mr. BAYARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HA MLIN. I should have offered an 
amendment to the same effect precisely if the 
Senator had not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Dela- 
ware as modified. 

The amendment as modified was agreed to. 

The bill was reported tothe Senate as amend 
ed; and the amendments were concurred in. 


| The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM TILE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representa 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the following bills 


of the Senate: 





morrow, at three o’clock. 


A bill (S. 
Sayles ; and 

A bill (S. No. 305) giving the consent of the 
United States to the erection of a bridge across 
the Willamette river, in Oregon, from the city 
of Portland to the east bank of said river. 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed a bill (H. R. No. 1000) providing 
for the election of a Superintendent of Public 
Printing, in which it requested the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED, 


No. 47) for the relief of S. and H. 


The message further announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the enrolled 
bill (H. R. No. 804) to protect officials in 
public employ; and it was thereupon signed 
by the Vice President. 

THE CURRENCY. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate re- 
sumes the consideration of the bill (S. No. 378 
to provide a national currency of coin note 
and to equalize the distribution of circulating 
notes; the pending question being on the 
amendment of the Senator from Indiana, [{ Mr. 
Morton,] on which the Senator from Mich- 
igan [Mr. CuanDLeER] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DRAKE. Mr. President, | appealed 
to the Senate yesterday for an executive ses- 
sion. There is a matter in my own State which 
requires it. I hardly think that it is judicious 
for us to go now, at this Jate hour of the after- 
noon, into a discussion on the currency bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. A succession of messages 
have come in from the President to-day. 

Mr. DRAKE. And there are executive 
messages from the President on the table now. 
I therefore move that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Before that is done I 
wish to ask—and upon this question will de- 
pend whether or not I shall call for the yeas 
and nays on this motion—shall there be an 
understanding by common consent, to be an- 
nounced by the Chair, that we shall have a 
vote on this bill to-morrow, at three o’clock ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Ohio asks that by unanimous consent the Sen- 
ate will agree to vote on the currency bill to- 
Is there objection ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir; I object. 

Mr. THURMAN. If my friend from Mi 
souri will give way to the motion I will move 
that when the Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. DRAKE. No; I do not yield for that 
motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Ohio that it will re- 
quire unanimous consent or else the postpone 
ment of the unfinished business which is now 
before the Senate to submit his motion. The 
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motion is not, uncer the rules of the Senate, 
allowable when any other business is before 
the Senate, except by postponing that business 
for that purpose. Is there objection to the 
proposition of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 
SHERMAN, ] thatthe Senate proceed to-morrow 
at three o'clock to vote on the currency bill? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yez, sir. 

Mr. CAMERON. I object to any such 


arrangement, 
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_tion, and the qeenine is on the motion of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania. 
The motion was agreed to; there being, ona 
division—ayes 39, noes 13. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 


recurs on the motion of the Senator from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. Drake,] that the Senate proceed 


|, to the consideration of executive business. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom | 


Pennsylvania and the Senator from Vermont 
object 

J ° 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to explain why I 
It is not that I do not wish to come to 
a vole, but the nature of this bill is such that 
amendments may be offered at any moment 


object. 


which will require from the committee or from | 


others some discussion. 1 do not think it, 
therefore, the kind of proposition on which we 
could have such an understanding with safety. 
‘That is my only reason. lam anxious to have 
a vote upon it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I simply desire to get the 
bill off my hands, so that I can attend to some- 
thing else. The debate has now gone on for a 
week and it seems to me a proposition so 


| The Journal of yesterday was read and | 


simple as that contained in this bill ought not | 


to take so long. 

Mr. CAMERON, If the Senator from Ohio 
will allow me, I will amend his motion by say- 
ing that we take the final question on Monday. 
I think we ought not to meet to-morrow. 
kivery Senator here has a great deal of business 
of a private nature and a great deal of a public 
nature for his constituents to transact at the 
Departments, and we ought to have Saturday 
to devote to that sort of business. 

Mr. SULRMAN. Iam perfectly willing to 
accept the suggestion of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania it the time is fixed when this 
question shall be disposed of. 

Mr. CAMERON, Threeo’clock on Monday. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well; I am willing 
to say Monday at three o'clock. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
_tion to the proposition that the vote shall be 
~ taken on this bill at three o’clock on Monday 
next? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I object for the same 
reason that I did before. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not think there will 
be any trouble about that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. _ I do not think there will 
be; but I do not wish to bind myself in ad- 
vance, 

Mr. CONKLING. Allow me to suggest to 
the Senator from Ohio, in lieu of such an un- 
derstanding as this, that when the considera- 
tion of the currency bill shall be proceeded 
with not to give way again until it is concluded. 

Mr. SUERMAN. That would be the rule 
-" way. A majority of the Senate could do 
that. , 

Mr. CONKLING. That would be the rule 
anyway if it were enforced, but the Senator 
by his own consent lost the benefit of the rule 
on this day. I suggest to him not to lose it again, 
but to hold on to the currency bill until we com- 
plete that measure. In that view, it seems to 
me it is not so very important to fix a partic- 
ular hour when we shall vote. This is nota 
bill likely to be debated for political reasons or 
for unnecessary reasons; and if anything is to 
be debated thoroughly, perhaps it is just as well 
that this bill should be among those bills thor- 
oughly considered, 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. CAMERON. Now, as the Senator from 
Ohio has the floor, and by his indulgence, I 
move that when the Senate adjourns to-day it 
be to meet again on Monday next at twelve 
o'clock, 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I hope not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to the Chair entertaining the motion that 
when the Senate adjourns to-day it be to meet 
on Monday next? The Chair hears no objec- 





The motion was agreed to; and after some || 


time spent in the consideration of executive 
| business the doors were reopened, and the 
Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 28, 1870. 


| The House met at twelveo’clock m. Prayer || 


| by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burien. 


approved, 

SESSION OF SATURDAY. 
| Mr. WOOD. Irise to a privileged motion. 
| I move that when the House adjourns to-day it 
| be to meet on Monday next. 


| Mr. SCOFIELD. ‘I have been requested by | 


| several members to ask that there be a session 
of the House to-morrow for debate only. 

Mr. WOOD. I will accept that suggestion, 
and move that the session of to-morrow be for 
debate only, as in Committee of the Whole, 
| with the understanding that no business shall 
| be transacted. , 

The SPEAKER. 
mous consent. 

| No objection was made; and the motion was 

| agreed to. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the order was made for the session of 
to-morrow; and also moved that the motion to 
| reconsider be laid on the table. 


That will require unani- 





The latter motion was agreed to. 
MEMBER SWORN IN. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. I rise to a 
question of privilege. Mr. James K. Gibson, 
a member-elect from the eighth congressional 
district of the State of Virginia, is now present 
and ready to qualify and take his seat. His 
disabilities having been removed by act of 
Congress, I ask that he be now sworn in, and 
that the qualified oath prescribed by the act 
of July 11, 1868, be administered to him. 

Mr. James K. Gipson then appeared and 
qualified by taking the modified oath pre- 
scribed by the act of July 11, 1868. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. ARNELL, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 992) for the benefit of 
public schools in the District of Columbia; 
which was read a first and second time, or- 
dered to be printed, and, with the accompany- 
ing memorial, referred to the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

NAVAL MEDICAL BUREAU. 


Mr. KETCHAM, by unanimous consent, 
| introduced a bill (H. R. No. 993) for the better 
| organization of the medical department of the 
Navy of the United States ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 





, printed. 


UNITED STATES STEAMER COLUMBINE. 


Mr. KETCHAM also, by unanimous con- 
| sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 994) forthe 
| relief of the officers and crew of the United 
States steamer Columbine; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the 


Committee on Naval Affairs. 
NAVIGATION OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 995) to 
| preserve the navigation of the Mississippi river 

at and near the Falls of St. Anthony ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota, by unanimous | 
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ARIZONA SURVEYING DIstTRICr. 
Mr. FITCH. I ask unanimous consent , 
Y : . 0 
report back from the Committee on the Public 
' Lands, for consideration at this time, a 
° Tr *O ’ . - se 
bill No. 686, to make the Territory of Arizon; 
a separate surveying district, and to establish 
the office of surveyo® general therein. The 
passage of this bill is recommended by the 
| Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
Mr. HOLMAN. | reserve my right to ol) 
to this bill until after it shall have been road 
The bill was read. It proposes to create tj), 
Territory of Arizona a separate surveying dis 
trict, and the President is authorized, by ay, 
with the consent of the Senate, to appoint . 
surveyor general forthe Territory, whose anny! 
salary shall be $8,000, and whose power, ay. 
| thority, and duties shall be the same ag those 
provided by law for the surveyor general of 
Oregon. -He is to have proper allowances fo; 
clerk hire, office rent, and fuel, and is to locate 
| his office from time to time at such places ag 
may be directed by the President of the United 
| States. 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ne. 
| vada [Mr. Fircu] asks unanimous consent to 
report this bill trom the Committee on the 
Public Lands, for consideration at the present 
time. Is there objection? 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I object, 
‘The SPEAKER. Then the bill is not before 
the House. 
KANSAS TRIBE OF INDIANS. 


Mr. SHANKS, by unanimous consent, re. 
ported back, with amendments, from the Com- 

mittee on Indian Affairs, a bill (H. R. No. 773 
to provide for the removal of the Kansas tribe 
of Indians to the Indian territory, and to dis. 
pose of their lands in Kansas to actual settlers 
only ; which was ordered to be printed, and 
recommitted. 


DEBTS OF SOUTHERN RAILROADS, 


Mr. MERCUR, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 996) to provide for 
the coilection of debts due from southern rail: 
roads, and for other purposes ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Con- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 


| 


leet 
Jee 


Mr. DOCKERY, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 997) amendatory 
of an act entitled ‘‘An act to establish a uni- 
form system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States ;’’ which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 

| Revision of the Laws of the United States. 


REMOVAL OF OSAGE INDIANS. 


Mr. CLARKE, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported from the Committee on Indian Affairs 
a bill (H. R. No. 998) to provide for the 
removal of the Osage Indians to the Indian 
territory, and to dispose of their lands in 
Kansas to actual settlers only ; which was read 
a first and second time, recommitted, and 
ordered to be printed. 


RAILROAD LAND GRANT. 


Mr. STRICKLAND, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. RK. No. 999) granting the 
right of way to the Deer Creek and Marble 
Quarry Railroad Company, and granting lands 
to said company to aid in the construction 0! 
said road ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

ABOLITION OF TARIFF DUTIES. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. Fask unanimous con- 
sent to submit for consideration at the presen! 
time the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 











|| be, and they are hereby, instructed to report e 
| abolishing all tariff duties on ig and scrap iron, salt, 
|| coal, undressed lumber, leat 


'! seed for planting purposes, 


I object. 
I call for the regular order. 


er, and sugar-cane 


|| Mr. CESSNA. 
Mr. WOOD. 
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<UPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC PRINTING. 

\r, CAKE. I rise to present a privileged 
ort, J am directed by the Committee on 
Dantung to report, for consideration at the 
wresent time, a bill (H. R. No. 1000) providing 
the election of a Superintendent of Public 

rhe bill was read a first and second time. 
provides in the first section that the Senate 
| House of Representatives shall elect by 
‘oneurrent resolution, or, in failure thereof, by 

t ballot, some competent person, who shall 
, a practical printer, to take charge of and 

nage the Government Printing Office. 
fhe second section provides that the person 
elected shall be designated Superintendent 
Publie Printing. He is to superintend the 
rinting and binding of the Journals and such 

- documents as shall be ordered by each 
House of Congress, and is to superintend the 
cecution of all the printing and binding for the 
ive Departments of the Government 
required by law to be executed at the 
Government Printing Office; and he is in all 
respects to be governed by the laws in force in 
ation to the Superintendent of Public Print- 

, and Congressional Printer, and the execu- 
in of the printing and binding. 

[he third section provides that from and 
fier the passage of this act, and the election 
( the Superintendent of. Publie Printing in 
pursuance thereof, the office of Congressional 
Printer shall be abolished; and the salary of 
said officer shall be at the rate of $4,000a 
year, 

Ihe fourth and last section provides that 
this act shall take effect from and after its pas- 
sage; and that all laws inconsistent with its 
provisions are hereby repealed. 

Mr. CAKE rose. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. I must 
bject if this bill gives rise to debate. 

Mr. CAKE. It will give rise to no extended 


spective 


bate 


(The SPEAKER. It is a privileged report. 
Mr. CAKM. The election and appointment 

ifthe Publie Printer are now in the hands of 
the Senate alone. Formerly it was an execu- 
tive appointment. It is now proposed to give 
this House a voice on the subject. My friend, 
the chairman of the Committee on Printing, 
lesires to say a word, and after yielding to him 
tora few moments I shall call for the previous 
question, 

Mr. LAFLIN. Mr. Speaker, the committee 
have authorized the presentation of this report 
n obedience to what they believe to be the 
rights and privileges of the House, and in no 
spirit of hostility to the person now acting as 
the Public Printer. It will be remembered that 
in 1867, at the time when the Congressional 
Superintendent of Public Printing, an office of 
the same character with that of the Superin- 
tendent of Public Printing, was in existence the 
appointment to fill that office was made by the 
President of the United States and the Senate; 
but Congress saw fit at that time to change the 
‘aw and place the control of this office in the 
Senate. And now it has beenthought wise and 
just to the House itself that an oflicer bearing 
such relation as this officer does to the two 
Houses should be chosen by the voice of both 

Houses, and itis simply to correct what might 
ve & mistake in 1867 that this bill has been 
introduced. 

_ I desire what I now say to go to the country 
inthe Associated Press report, and that is this: 
we feel it is due to say this much, because of 
certain reports that have been floating through 
the papers touching the present incumbent 
of this office, the present Superintendent of 
Publie Printing, that no charges have been 
offered to and no proof has been presented 
before our committee in any way affecting the 
capacity, the integrity, or the private character 
of the present Superintendent of Public Print- 
ing. Having said this much in behalf of our 
committee, | assume as one of the Kepresenta- 
tives from the State where the present Congres- 


| recorder. 
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sional Printer formerly resided, to take upon 
myself to announce in his behalf that whenever 
any such charges are made upon authority that 
may be deemed responsible, and whenever 
such proofs are presented, he will welcome the 
most thorough investigation into those charges, 
confident the more his record is examined the 
brighter and better it will appear. 

Mr. CAKE. I now demand the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read athird time; and being engrossed, it 
was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. DAVIS moved that the bill be laid on 
the table. 

The motion was disagreed to; there being, 
on a division—ayes 30, noes 85. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. CAKE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed ; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


8S. AND H. SAYLES. 


The SPEAKER stated that the first business 
in the morning hour (this being private-bill 
day) was Senate bill No. 47, for the relief of 
S. & H. Sayles, which was under consideration 
last Friday at the expiration of the morning 
hour. The bill directs the Secretary of War 
to pay the sum of $88,688 15 to S. & H. Sayles, 
of Connecticut, in full satisfaction and discharge 
of all claims and demands whatever of said par- 
ties upon the Government of the United States 
arising out of the contract made by them in 
the month of March, 1865, to furnish clothing 
for the Army of the United States. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask for the reading of 
the report. 

The report was read. It states that the 
claim is submitted to the consideration of Con- 
gress by the honorable Secretary of War, who 
transmits the report made to him by the board 
of officers he had organized to investigate 
claims growing out of contracts made with the 
War Department. Brevet Major GeneralJames 
A. Hardie was the president of this board, and 
Brevet Lieutenant Colonel George Gibson the 
The report further states that this 
board seems to have investigated the facts and 
circumstances of this case with great care, in- 
dustry, and patience, and that their report is 
very full hall ahulaitis The result arrived at 
is that the claim is meritorious and ought to 
be paid. The Secretary approves the finding 
of the board and recommends the payment of 
the claim. The report proceeds to state the 


| facts of the case; the claim having arisen out 


of a contract awarded to 8. & H. Sayles for 
furnishing the quartermaster’s department, at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand yards of sky-blue kerseys, Army standard, 
at $1 50 per yard. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. I now 
demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. I 
demand the previous question on the passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Claims a question 
or two in connection with this bill. If lunder- 
stand the report correctly it sets out that these 
parties entered into a contract with the Gov- 
ernment to deliver Army cloths that should 
bear a certain test, and that the cloth delivered 
did not bear these tests and was rejected. Am 
[ correct? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. Sub- 
stantially so. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to know what | 


| became of the cloth when the Government | 


| Senate. 
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refused to receive it, under the contract, on 
the offer of the parties to deliver ? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. The 
gentleman from Missouri would have noticed, 
if he had listened attentively to the report, 
that the Secretary of War instructed the parties 
to dispose of the cloth to the best advantage— 
the sale working no prejudice to the claim— 
and afterward decided to recommend that the 
difference between the amount realized at the 
sale and. the value of the cloth according to 
the contract price should be allowed to the 
claimants. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. That was what Linferred 
from the report: that the Government refused 
to receive this cloth; that it was sold by the 
parties, and that this bill recommends that 
they should receive the difference between the 
proceeds of the sale and the price the Govern- 
ment had agreed to pay, provided the cloth 
had borne the tests specified in the contract. 
This bill is to make up the deficiency to these 
parties. 

Now then, Mr. Speaker, those being the 
facts, I desire to have an explanation ora rea- 
son given by the gentleman who reports this 
bill why we should pay for an article which 
does not come up to the standard specified in 
the contract which the parties had entered into 
in writing, by which we were bound to take the 
goods and pay forthem? We all know very 
well the quality of the cloth imposed upon the 
Government during the war. I suppose this 
cloth to have been of that character. The Gov- 
ernment required a certain quality of cloth 
from these parties that should come up to the 
specified standard. The cloth was manufac- 
tured and delivered and inspected, and was 
found not to come up tothat standard. If I 
correctly understand the facts, I can conceive 
no moral or legal obligation on the part of the 
Government to pay the difference between the 
prices they agreed to pay for a certain descrip 
tion of cloth and the prices which the cloth 
actually sold for. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. 1 do 
not wonder that the gentleman should be some 
what surprised that a report should come from 
the Committee of Claims to pay any consider 
able sum of money upon a claim of this nature, 
for I confess it is an anomaly, and it is due to 
this House that I should explain the peculia: 
circumstances of this claim. 

In the first place, this isaclaim which the com- 
mission ordered by the Secretary of War exam- 


| ined; and the commission, after having exam- 


ined all the facts, reported tothe Secretary of 
War that it was a claim which ought to be paid. 
The Secretary of War, Mr. Stanton, was going 
to settle the claim, when this House passed a 
resolution taking away the right to settle vari- 
ous clainis. Mr. Stanton thought that the 
House intended to reflect on his course, and 
therefore, while he indorsed the finding of this 
commission, he considered it best to go to Con- 
gress for an appropriation. Subsequently to 
that General Schofield became Secretary of 
War, and approved the finding of this report, 
with the recommendation to Congress that an 
appropriation should be made to pay it. 

The claim then went to the Senate and had 
a full hearing before the committee of the 
This bill was unanimously reported 
by that committee, passed the Senute, and was 
sent to this House. The Committee of Claims 
of this House went to work to see if there was 
any ground upon which the claim could be 
fairly and honestly rejected. While techni- 
eally one of the written specifications of the 
contract was not complied with, yet really and 
fairly every part of the contract, so far as it 
was understood bythe Government and by the 
parties, was carried out with one technical 
exception, which I will explain. When pro- 
posals for bids were sent out all over the coun- 
try they were accompanied by samples of the 
Army standard, and the request was that all 
the proposals should be to manufacture goods 
according to the Army standard. Nothing was 
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said as to this specific point in the contract 
providing for atest, and these gentlemen, with 
others all over the country, put in their bids 
and sent samples. ‘They agreed to manufac- 
ture two hundred thousand yards of cloth 
according to the Army standard which they 
furnished. ‘They were notified at once by 
telegraph that their bid was accepted. 

‘There is no question but what they fulfilled 
the contract by manufacturing every yard of 
cloth they furnished according to the Army 
standard aud according to the sample. But 
afterward, when they had already manufac- 


tured a portion of the cloth and it was ready | 


to be delivered, and they had already got ten 
thousand yards on the way, the written con- 
tract arrived with this mistake that has been 
certified to in it, namely, that the cloth must 
endure the strain of a certain weight—ninety 
pounds lengthwise, seventy-five pounds diag- 
onally, and fifty-five pounds crosswise. When 
the manufacturers saw that, they tested their 
cloth and said that there was a mistake in the 
contract, and that it was an utter impossibility 
that the cloth should bear sucha strain. They 
accordingly declined to sign the contract, but 


their agent advised them to sign the contract | 


| 

| 

i} 
} 


and send it to Cincinnati, with the statement 
to Colonel Moulton that if he would waive that 


point the goods would be delivered, but other- | 


wise they would not. Colonel Moulton said 
that all that was expected was that the cloth 
should be manufactured according to the Army 
standard. ‘That these parties were willing to 
do. It was subsequently found that the test 
which had been put into the contract was a 
mistake, and, as the report shows, that the 
machine by which the test was applied was out 
of order. It is admitted that the cloth fur- 
uished was equal to the sample of the Army 
tandard, that it was equal to the best cloth. 
ihe gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Bensamry ] 
is in error in stating that there was any mis- 
take about the cloth. If he had attended to 
the report he would have seen that the quar- 
termaster says that it was equal to if not better 


| 


| 


than any Army standard cloth that was ever | 
delivered. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 
did the oflicers of the Government refuse to 
receive it under the contract? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Masgachusetts. Simply 
because when the war ended and the Govern- 
ment felt they wanted nothing more done under 


contracts they issued a general order, know- | 


ing nothing about this contract in particular, 


to all quartermasters, thatevery contractshould || that contract to be carried out according to its | 
be executed according to its literal terms and || technical provisions. 
Let me say here that if 


in every particular. 
these goods had been inspected ten days before 
the order was issued they would have been re- 
ceived and paid for. IL wish to say also that 
neither the board nor the committee of either 
House of Congress has recommended any allow- 
ance for any damages. This bill covers onlya 
soon as the contractors were notified by the 
(Jovernment that they did not want these goods 
they stopped, and they simply asked that the 
goods actually delivered, and which the Gov- 
ernment admitted to be equal to the Army 
standard and suchas they were to manufacture 
under their contract, should be accepted and 
paid tor. ‘Che Secretary of War said that the 
Government did not want the goods then, that 
the war was at an end, and that the contractors 
might go forward and sell the goods to the best 
advantage they could. But the House will 
understand that these goods were all sky-blue 
kersies, and accordingly there was little de- 
mand for them in the market, and they sold at 
«great reduction. ‘Then they came before the 
Secretary of War, and an examination was 
mane by several boards, as | have already | 
stated, | 

then, after this matter had passed through all | 
the different boards of examiners without a dis- | 
senting voice, the Committee of Claimsinclosed | 
a copy of their report to General Moulton, and | 


little less than one half of the contract. As 
} 
| 


If such was the fact why 





| 
| 
| 


} 
| 
} 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 

| 

j 


} 
. 


| ments in it were according to his understand- | 


_why this claim should be rejected. 


| the difference on the amount that had been 





| 


asked him to inform them whether the state- 


ing of the matter, and if in his judgment these 
parties were entitled to this relief. 
applied to the quartermaster’s department for | 
information whether there was any good reason | 


General Moulton replied that all the state- 
ments in the report were substantially in ac- 
cordance with the facts, and that he saw no 
reason why the Government should refuse to | 
pay these parties for this claim ; that even then | 
the parties would lose nearly as much as the | 
claim amounted to, because in order to fulfill | 
the contract they had bought a large amount | 
of wool and had it colored, and that had been 


thrown aside, while this claim was merely for 


delivered under the contract. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Then I understand from 
the gentleman, what I understood from the 
report, that the Government refused to receive 
these cloths because they were not manufac- 
tured according to the contract between the 
Government and these parties; because the 
cloths did not come up to the requirements of 
the contract. As I understand, that was the 
reason the Government refused to receive these 
cloths. Now, the gentleman well knows, after 
all that has been stated—— 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. The 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Bensamin] does 
not state the case fairly, while I put it just as | 
it*was. 
in the contract, which the Government after- | 
ward said was a mistake. I stated that the | 
Government required these goods to be made | 
according to the Army standard, and every 


department of the Government examining | 


them has acknowledged that the goods were | 
so made. This requirement of the contract | 
which the Government acknowledged was a 
mistake was not required when the advertise- | 
ment was sent out, and there never were any 
goods inspected by the Government under that 
technical clause. The gentleman says that 
these parties did not act ‘‘ according to the 
contract.’’ Now, it is admitted on all hands 
that they have really fulfilled the spirit of the 
contract. 


' 
| 
| 
' 
} 
| 


I said that a technical clause was put 
| 





Now, I pretend to say that there is not a 


business house in the land which having made | 
a mistake in a contract, which mistake it | 


acknowledges to be such, having by mistake 
inserted in a contract a requirement which it 
was utterly impossible to fulfill, would require | 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I cannot say that the | 
explanation of the gentleman alters my under: | 
standing of the facts in this case. The fact 
remains undisputed that this contract was not 
executed on the part of these contractors. 
The gentleman says there was a mistake in | 
the contract. Suppose there was a mistake in 
a contract made by the officers of the Govern- | 
ment, and notwithstanding that mistake these 
parties had agreed to the contract with that 
mistake in it; then the question comes up, 
why did not the Government accept these 
cloths and pay for them according to the con- 
tract? The gentleman says that certain speci- 
fications were required in the advertisement, 
and that samples were sent to parties desiring 
to submit bids under it. He certainly knows 
that all technical objections and mistakes that 
preceded the contract were done away with 
when the contract was once signed. 

Perhaps there was a mistake in the contract ; 
I do not know whether there was or not; I do 
know, however, that these parties assented to 
this contract, signed it, and delivered cloths 
under it. Having done so, I cannot see any 
equity or justice in their coming to Congress 
and asking to be relieved from executing the 
contract according to its terms. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. One 
word which I should have stated before. Ac- 
cording to the terms of this contract these goods 
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| these goods as they agreed, according to the 
We also | ‘ 
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were to be inspected as delivered. [hese 


ties went on in good faith and manufacture 


red 


Army standard of cloths. They had no know). 
edge that their goods were not satisfactor, 
until notified that no more goods were wanted 
They had understood that this technical poin; 
had been waived, and supposed that if the, 
made these cloths according to the Army stand. 
ard that would be all that was required o¢ 
them. But he supposed when this technical 
clause was introduced that it corresponded 
with the Army standard. It was afterward 
found, however, that such was not the fact, and 
in subsequent contracts this technical clays 
was omitted. ‘The evidence shows that this 
cloth was made in accordance with the Army 
standard and would endure all the strain thg} 
was required by that standard. 

I think the House understands this ques. 
tion, and it is not necessary to occupy time 
with further discussion. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I would like to ask the 
gentleman one question more; whether the 
Government ever received one yard of this 
cloth or one dollar of the amount it was gold 
for? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. So 
far as that is concerned, all the cloth was de. 
livered and was taken and put in the store. 
house. In one respect the Government re. 
ceived every yard of it ; and these parties have 
not asked any compensation for any cloth that 
was not thus received. But if the gentleman 
means to ask whether the cloth was inspected, 
I will say the cloth was not inspected till after. 
ward, but it was all received and stored. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. None of it was ever used 
by the Government? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. None 
of it was ever used. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I wish to ask a single 
question. Ihave understood, from the read- 
ing of the report, that these parties when they 
signed the contract, including the specifica 
tions, had some kind of illegal understanding 
with the quartermaster that notwithstanding 
the specifications he would manage in some 
way to have these cloths accepted, even thoug) 
they did not come up to the specifications made 
in writing, compliance with which he was re- 
quired to exact of these parties, and whicii 
they did in fact sign. If I correctly understand 
the matter, there seems to have been a kind 
of fraud practiced between the Government 
officer and these parties at the very moment 
they were executing the contract. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I regret exceedingly if the House has 
drawn any untavorable impression with regard 
to the quartermaster, General Moulton, for there 
probably does not exist a higher-minded or a 
better man. I will endeavor to explain again 
what I meant tosay. ‘lhese parties put in their 
bids to make the cloth according to the Army 
standard; they were willing to be thus bound; 
but when after a large portion of the goods 
had been manufactured they saw the contract 
containing this technical clause, they tested 
their cloth and said that the requirement in 
that clause was a practical impossibility. They 
therefore, declined to sign the contract if they 
were to be held to what was an impossibility. 
‘* But,”’ said they, ‘‘ if we can be permitted to 
make the cloth according to the Army standard, 
as we agreed to do when we put in our bid, we 
are willing to carry out that agreement.’’ ‘They 
proposed not to sign the contract; but they 
were advised by their agents in New York to 
sign it, and to forward their goods to Cincin- 
nati with the understanding that they should 
conform in all respects to the bids and to the 
sample upon which those bids had been made. 
‘The agents at Cincinnati went to General Moul- 
ton, who said, ‘‘ All we expect is that this 
cloth shall be manufactured according to the 
Army standard.’’ But General Moulton sup- 


posed at the time that these mpeeneenans and 
t was 


the Army standards were equivalent. 


1870. 





found afte 
shat there 
not inten 
all He 
according 
, receive! 
Mr. LA 
ecommitt 
“The SP 
rder. r 
jemand fc 
On sect 
were—ayeé 
Mr. SC! 
pave had ¢ 
y let us 
fhe SE 
ellers; a 
-achusett 
the H 
rte —* 
' So the 
[he mé 
spon the 
“Mr. BE 
nays. 
[he ye 
The qu 
in the ath 
65; as fe 
YEAS— 
num, Bea 
M. Brook: 
Butler, C 
Cobb, Cor 


se, Di 


Benjamil 
Crebs, D 
Haldema 
Kelsey, | 
Neely, 
Phelps, 
Shanks, 
son, Stile 
(uken, 
and Woa 
NOT \ 
Axtell, | 
Boyd, 
Clarke, 
Donley, 
wold, } 
Hoag, | 
ander H 
Lash, L 
Milnes, 
sey, Mi 
Roots, 
Stone, " 
Willard 
So tl 
Mr.’ 
to rec 
passed 
recons 


; The 


Mr. 
privile 
passec 
the T 
therei 
receiv 
this m 
a resc 

The 
that t 

Mr 
conse 
mom 
the d 
the B 

Mr 








the 
ip 
nd 


vas 


[87U. 


nd afterward that such was not the fact; 
+ there was a mistake on that point. I did 
ntend to reflect upon General Moulton at 

He simply said that if the goods were 
wording to the Army standard they would 

‘received. [ now call the previous question. 
ir, LAWRENCE. I move that this bill be 

mmitted with instructions—— 

rhe SPEAKER. That motion is not in 
jer, Ihe question is on seconding the 

,and for the previous question. 

On seconding the previous question there 
e—ayes 60, noes 89; no quorum voting. 
(y. SCOFIELD. Let us have tellers. We 
e had a good deal of preaching on economy ; 
» let us have a little practice. 

‘he SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
rs; and appointed Mr. Wasupurn of Mas- 
vusetts, and Mr. LAWRENCE. 

House divided; and the tellers re- 

ted—ayes 96, noes 28. 

the previous question was seconded. 
be main question was ordered; which was 

n the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Icall for the yeas and 
he yeas and nays were ordered. 

he question was taken ; and it was decided 
the atirmative—yeas 99, nays 51, not voting 
as follows: 

yuAS—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Bailey, Bar- 
im. Beaman, Beck, Benton, Bingham, bird, George 

{, Brooks, Buckley, Buflinton, burr, Roderick R. 
tler, Cessna. Churchill, Amasa Cobb, Clinton L. 

, Cook, Conger, Cowles, Cullom, Davis, De- 

se, Dickinson, Dixon, Dockery, Dox, Ela, Eld- 

re, Ferriss, Ferry, Fisher, Fitch, Gilfillan, 

ene, Hale, Hawley, Ileaton, Hoar, Ilolman, 

kes, Johnson, Kellogg, Kerr, Ketcham, Knapp, 

lin, Logan, Lynch, Mayham, McCrary, Mercur, 

el J. Morrell, Samuel P. Morrill, Negley, Nib- 

;, Packard, Paine, Peters, Platt, Poland, Pome- 

Porter, Potter, Prosser, Reading, Reeves, 
sanford, Sawyer, Schumaker, Lionel A. Sheldon, 
ter Sheldon, Slocum, JohnA. Smith, Joseph 8. 
nith, Starkweather, Stevens, Stokes, Stoughton, 
strickland, Strong, Sweeney, Tafie, Tanner, Twich- 

‘Tyne aA pson, Voorhees, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
rn, William B. Washburn, Wells, Wheeler, Whit- 

re, Williams,, Eugene M. Wilson, John T. 

Wilson, Winans, and W ood—99. | 

_NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Archer, Asper, Beatty, 

jamin, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Cake, 

s, Duval, Dyer, Finkelnburg, Getz, Golladay, 

laldeman, Hamill, Hawkins, Hay, Heflin, Judd, 
elsey, Knott, Lawrence, McCormick, McGrew, Me- | 
ely, William Moore, Morgan, O’Neill, Orth, 
ps, Randall, Rice, Rogers, Sargent, Scofield, 
nks, William J.Smith, William Smyth, Steven- 

, Stiles, Strader, Swann, Townsend, Trimble, Van 

iken, Van Trump, Ward, Winchester, Witcher, 

{ Woodward—Sl. 

NOT VOTING — Messrs. Allison, Ames, Arnell, 
\xtell, Banks, Bennett, Biggs, Blair, Boles, Bowen, 
joyd, James Brooks, Buck, Burehard, Calkin, 

ike, Cleveland, Coburn, Cox, Dawes, Dickey, 
lonley, Farnsworth, Fox, Garfield, Gibson, Gris- 

|, Haight, Hambleton, Hamilton, Hays, Hill, 
lloag, Hoge, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Alex- | 
nder H. Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Julian, Kelley, || 
Lash, Loughridge, Marshall, Maynard, McCarthy, 
Milnes, Eliakim H. Moore, Jesse H. Moore. Morris- 

y, Mungen, Myers, Packer, Palmer, Ridgway, 
Roots, Schenck, Sherrod, Worthington C. Smith, 


stone, Tillman, Van Horn, Welker, Wilkinson, and 
Willard—65., 


So the bill was passed. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, moved 
to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

rhe latter motion was agreed to. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. MORGAN. I rise to a question of 
privilege. On the 17th instant a resolution was 
passed by the House directing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to respond to certain inquiries 
‘herein contained, and no answer having been 
received from the Secretary I rise in my place || 
this morning, as a privileged question, to offer 
4resolution calling upon him for a response. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot hold 
that to be a privileged question. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then Lask the unanimous 
consent of the House—it will occupy but a || 
inoment—to allow the resolution to be read at || 
the desk for the consideration and action of || 
the House. | 

Mr. KELSEY. I object. i 


| mental conditions. 


| Georgia was a part. 
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The SPEAKER. The resolution is not 
before the House. 


CLAIMANTS FOR SEATS FROM GEORGIA. 


Mr. CHURCHILL. I rise to a question of 
privilege, to submit a report from the Com- 
mittee of Elections on the contested cases from 
tke State of Georgia. I ask that the concluding 
resolution be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That the claimants to seats in the Forty- 
First Congress of the United States from the State 
of Georgia under the election held in that State on 
the 20th day of April, 1868, are not entitled to such 
seats. 

Mr. CHURCHILL. Mr. Speaker, without 
asking for the reading of the report, I will make 
a brief statement of the reasons which induced 
the Committee of Elections to come to the 
conclusion they have. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [rise to a question 
of order. As Georgia has been declared sub- 
stantially by Congress not to be entitled to 
representation, and is nota State in the Union, 
I make the point that the question as to the 
admission of Representatives from that State 
is one which cannot be brought before us at 
this time. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The matter was referred 
to the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. CHURCHILL. It isa question of high 
privilege. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Congress has de- 
clared that Georgia is not entitled to repre 
sentation. 

The SPEAKER. 
point of order. 

Mr. CHURCHILL. I will make a brief 
statement and then yield to the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Burr,] after which I shall call 
for the previous question with the intention to 
put the resolution upon its passage. 

Mr. Speaker, the constitutional convention 
of Georgia, acting under the reconstruction 
acts of Congress, in March, 1868, ordered an 
election in that State for State officers, and also 
for Representatives in Congress. The election 


The Chair overrules the 


| was held on the 20th day of the following April, 
| at which ballots were cast on the part of each 


elector for a single person as candidate,describ- 
ing the office simply as Representative in Con- 
gress. On the 25th of the following June an 
act was passed by Congress which admitted the 
State of Georgia to representation on the rati- 
fication of the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution and the assent to certain funda- 
Those conditions were 
complied with, and thereupon these members 


| presented themselves here for admission. 


The certificates which they held were certifi- 
cates given by General Meade, who was at that 
time in command of the department of which 
These gentlemen were 
admitted to seats upon those certificates and 


|| sat here during the remainder of the Fortieth 
| Congress. 


In the following November Gov- 
ernor Bullock issued to each of these gentle- 
men a commission as Representative in Con- 


gress, referring, however, to the same election | 


for the same offices and the same officers as 


| was referred to in the certificates issued by 
| General Meade in the previous July. 


These commissions issued in November by 
Governor Bullock are the commissions on 


'| which the gentlemen now here as claimants 


found their claims. The answer to this on 
the part of the committee, and as it seems to 


them a satisfactory one, is that these persons | 


having once presented themselves here upon 
the certificates of General Meade and taken 
their seats are now precluded from claiming 
that they can also in virtue of the same elec- 
tion take seats here as members of the Forty- 
First Congress. ‘The office of a Representa- 
tive in the Fortieth Congress and the office of 
a Representative in the Forty-First Congress 
are two entirely different things, and the elec- 
tion to each is absolutely essential to entitle a 
person to a seat. 
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nance of the convention which provided that 
the persons who should be elected on the 20th 
of April should be held as occupying the same 
position as if they had been electedin Novem- 
ber gives a right to these persons to sit here in 
the Forty-First Congress. The answer to that 
is, that the convention had no power whatever 
to extend the term of the office of a Represent 
ative in Congress. The commencement and 
termination of that office are fixed by the Con 
stitution of the United States, and were not at 
all in the power of the constitutional conven 
tion of Georgia. 

It has further been claimed on the part of 
these gentlemen that it isto be presumed that 
the electors of Georgia would prefer that the 
persons they were voting for should have taken 
their seats for the entire term of the Forty 
Virst Congress rather than for the brief re 
mainder of the Fortieth Congress; and that 
that presumption must be taken in favor of 
those gentlemen. 

The answer to that, however, is furnished by 
the ordinance itself, under which these gentle- 
men were elected. It recited that the offices 
of the State of Georgia should be filled imme- 
diately by loyal men ; and it was in consequence 
of the necessity for the immediate representa 
tion of Georgia in Congress that that election 
was ordered to be held. Now, ifsuchimmediate 
representation for Georgia in Congress was 
necessary, then it was certainly the duty of 
these gentlemen to present themselves here just 
as soon as the position of affairs would legally 
permit them to do so. This had been accom- 
plished in July, 1868, and it was their duty 
then, under the ordinance in accordance with 
which they had been elected, as well as under 
the law of Congress, to present themselves here, 
as they did present themselves, and to claim 
their seats in the Fortieth Congress. They 
made that claim, and having made it, and hav- 
ing been admitted, their election has accom- 
plished its force and does not entitle them to 
seats in the Forty-First Congress. I now yield 
to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Burr, ] 
my colleague on the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. BURR. ILrise mainly for the reason 
that I desire to put upon record the fact that 
the committee did not consider at all the ques 
tion which has been suggested by my*colleague 
from Illinois, [Mr. Farnswortu.] The com- 
mittee, in arriving at the result that the gentle- 
men from the State of Georgia claiming seats 
here are not entitled to seats in the Forty- First 
Congress, have not at all passed on the question 
whether Georgia is entitled to representation. 
That question was not involved in the case 
before the committee, and the committee have 
not attempted to decide upon it. 

I might say, sir, that if the question were 
presented I find nothing in the Constitution, 
nor even in the fourteenth amendment, author- 
izing or enabling Congress after a State has 
once been admitted into the Union to declare 
that that State shall not be entitled to repre- 
sentation. Wehavenot been called upon, how- 
ever, to pass upon that question. These gen- 
tlemen were elected to Congress without any 
designation on the ticket by the voters to what 
Congress they were elected. They came here 
in July last, claiming seats in the Fortieth 
Congress, on credentials based on votes cast 
in the preceding April. The Committee of 
Elections held that that was the Congress to 
which they were elected, and that they were 
estopped from claiming on the basis of that 
election seats in any other Congress. 

The committee have further decided that 
Congress in accepting them as Representatives 
in the Fortieth Congress determined the ques 
tion themselves that they were properly entitled 
to seats in that Congress, and we have held that 
they cannot take seats in the Forty-First Con 
gress by virtue of votes which they const rued to 
electthemas members of the I ortieth ( ongress. 
We have, therefore, all concurred in the —— 
made by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 


It has been claimed, however, that the ordi- « Cuvurcuit. ] 








al 

Mr. POTTER. Was there only one election | 
held? 

Mr. BURR. Only one election. 

Mr. POTTER. Was but one ballot voted ? 

Mr. BURR. Only one ballot, and it was 
‘*for members to the Congress of the United 
States.’’ They presented certificates signed by 
General Meade, then in command in Georgia, 
and were admitted to the last Congress.. But 
Governor Bullock has since issued certificates, 
based on the same ballots cast at the same 
time, without designating two terms, to these 
gentlemen as Representatives in the Forty- 
Kirst Congress. These facts were all before 
the Committee of [lections. 

Mr. PAINE. The gentleman will allow me 
to correct him on one point. It is true that | 
Governor Bullock bas furnished these gentle- 
men with certificates, but in his certificates he | 
does not even venture to say they have been 
elected to the Forty-First Congress ; but he 
declares them to be entitled “‘ to take session,’’ 
as he calls it, in Congress, without designating | 
any particular Congress. 

Mr. BURR. My colleague is correct in that. | 
Neither of the certificates designated the Con- | 
gress. We hold thatat the close of the Fortieth 
Congress they were functus officio. 

Mr. CHURCHILL resumed the floor. 

Mr. KERR. 1 would inquire of the gentle- | 
man if it is not also true that there was nothing 
either in the reconstruction laws or in the laws 
of Georgia that authorized at the time the elec- 
tion was held the ele@tion of members of Con- | 
gress to any other than the Fortieth Congress ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL. ‘There was nothing so | 
far as my examination has gone. I now move 
the previous question on the adoption of the | 
resolution. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
iain question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution reported by the Com- || 
mittee of Elections was agreed to. 

Mr. CHURCHILL moved to reconsider the | 
vote by which the resolution was adopted ; and | 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid | 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CHURCHILL. I move that the report | 


of the committee be printed. | 
‘The motion was agreed to. 


j 





CLERK TO A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. ARNELL. I rise to makea privileged | 
report. The Committee on Accounts have | 
instructed me to report the following resolu- | 
tion: 

Resolved, That House resolution of December 21, | 


1869, be so amended as to insert the Committee on || 
Invalid Pensions entitled to aclerk, at $4 80 per day. | 


I move the previous question on the resolu- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. ARNELL moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also || 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid | 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DAWES. Before moving to go into | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union I will yield for a few minutes to gen- | 
tlemen who desire to introduce bills, &c. 


NOT SPRINGS RESERVATION, ARKANSAS, 


Mr. ROGERS. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House that the bill of the Senate 
(S. No. 95) in relation to the Hot Springs 
reservation in Arkansas be taken from the 
Speaker's table and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ORTH. L object, unless it may be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands 
or to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. ROGERS. The bill involves a purely 
judicial question. Itdoes not propose to dis- 
pose of the lands. 

Mr. ORTH. I object. 





| inquiry in the case? 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Mc- 
Carntny for six days. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Gornay, || 
| its Secretary, informed the House that the 
Senate had passed without amendment House 


bill No. 985, to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act 


| toadmit the State of Virginia to representation 


in the Congress of the United States.’’ 
The message further announced that the 


| Senate has passed a joint resolution (S. R. No. 
| 108) to authorize the President to permit Wil- 


liam L. Hanscom, late a naval constructor of 
the Navy of the United States, to withdraw his 
resignation of that office; in which the con- 


‘currence of the House was requested. 


ELECTION CONTEST-—SIMPSON V8. WALLACE. 
Mr. PAINE. [rise to a question of privi- 
lege. I send to the Clerk’s desk a report from 
the Committee of Elections, and ask that it be 
read. 
The Clerk read as follows : 

The Committee of E'ections, to whom was referred 
the case of A. 8. Wallace vs, W. D. Simpson, from 
the fourth congressional district of the State of South 
Carolina, by virtue of the following resolution of the 


llouse of Representatives, to wit: _ 
** Resolved, That the claims of A. 8S. Wallace and 


William D. Simpson to a seat in this Congress be | 


again referred to the Committee of Elections, to be 


examined and reported on upon the merits of the | 


case as presented,” , ; 
Report that they have considered .said case, and 


| reaflirm their report made on the Ist day of April, | 
1869, (Report No. 5, firstsession Forty-First Congress,) | 
| saying that the said Simpson is unable to take the | 


oath of office prescribed by the act of July 2, 1862; 
and ask to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the claim of said Simpson, except so far as 
his allegations and proof may negative the claims of 
said Wallace to a seat in this House. 


Mr. PAINE. I move that the report just 


|| read be printed, and that the recommendation 


of the report be concurred in by the House. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Does the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. Parne] understand the 


resolution of the House with reference to | 


members-elect who cannot take the test-oath, 
to prevent the Committee of Elections from 


| reporting a bill in any case waiving the neces- | 


sity of taking the test-oath ? 
Mr. PAINE. The resolution to which the 


| gentleman refers provides that in all contested- 


election cases referred to the Committee of 
Klections in which it shall be alleged by a 
party to the case, or a member of the House, 
that either claimant is unable to take the oath 
prescribed in the act approved July 2, 1862, 
entitled ‘*An act to prescribe an oath of office, 


and for other purposes,’’ it shall be the duty of | 


the committee to ascertain whether such dis- 
ability exists; and if such disability shall be 


found to exist, the committee shall so report | 


to the House, and shall not further consider 


the claim of the person so disqualified with- | 


out the further order of the House; and no 


| compensation will be allowed by the House to | 
any claimant who shall have been ineligible to | 


the oflice of Representative to Congress at the 
time of the election, and whose disability shall 
not have been removed by act of Congress. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. What I desire to get | 


at is this: does the resolution of the House 
absolutely bind the Committee of Elections to 
make a report like this and stop any further 
If so, then I think that 
resolution should be repealed. 

I do not know anything about this particular 
case. But suppose a case should be presented 
where a man is elected by an undoubted major- 
ity of his constituents to a seat in this House, 
and for some technical reason he cannot take 
his seat here, although in all other respects he 
is a worthy man, a good Union man, and well 


disposed toward the Government now although | 
he may have been in some way connected with | 
the rebellion; in such a case as that cannot | 
_ the Committee of Elections report a bill or 
| resolution waiving the test-oath and relieving 


him from his technical disability ? 
Mr. PAINE. 1 now understand the gentle- 


' = 
i man. I will only remind him of wh 

|| knows already, that there is a sub-committe 
|| of the Committee on Reconstruction, who., 
special duty it is to examine and report upon 
| all cases of the applications of persons { 
relief from political disabilities. 

| Mr. FARNSWORTH. That is, disabjlig.. 
under the fourteenth amendment to the Coy. 

| stitution of the United States. r 

Mr. PAINE. And until Congress shall hay. 
relieved persons who cannot take the iron-¢|,) 
oath of their political disabilities under \), 
resolution of the House, as it now stands, it wi) 
not be competent for the Committee of Ke, 
| tions to take any further action upon the, 
‘| claims to seats in this House. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. The sub-committ. 
of the Committee on Reconstruction has refer 
‘| ence more particularly to disabilities unde; 
the fourteenth amendment to the Constitutioy 
which is very different from this test-oath, 

Mr. PAINE. It includes all disabilities. 
The gentleman will remember thatall or near|; 
all of our bills upon that subject cover ali dis. 
abilities of the persons for whose relief the 
bills are passed. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 recollect tha; 
when the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Dawes] was chairman of the Committee o{ 
Elections he reported resolutions to relieve 
certain members-elect from the necessity 0: 
taking the test-oath. 

Mr. DAWES. ‘There isa law that ail whose 
disabilities have been removed shall take 
particular oath prescribed by that law. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Lam aware of that; 
but did not the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[ Mr. Dawes, }] while chairman of the Committee 
of Elections, report resolutions or bills reliey- 
ing members-elect from taking the test-oath in 
one or two instances? 

Mr. DAWES. ‘That was done previous to 
the passage of the general law. ‘The latter was 
the result of those proceedings, if my recolivc 
tion is correct 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The general law, as 
I understand, was for the benefit of those dis. 
abled under the fourteenth amendment. 

Mr. PAINE. Mr. Speaker, there should 
undoubtedly be some committee charged wit! 
the duty of considering cases of this kind. |, 
might have been the Committee of Elections, 
but it happens to be the Committee on liecou 
struction. And the Committee of Electiwns 
not only has no authority to report a bill tor 
the relief of disabilities, but by the express 
terms of the resolution to which 1 have reterred 
is prevented from making any such report. 

find that.1 have been misunderstood ou one 
point. I did not mean to ask that the Com: 
mittee of Elections should be entirely relieved 
from the consideration of this case. 1 meant 
to ask that they should be discharged from tle 
consideration of the claim of Mr. Simpson, ex- 
cept so far as his allegations aud proots may 
affect the claim of his opponent. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair so understood 
the matter. 

Mr. RANDALL. Will the gentleman from 
Wisconsin allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. PAINE. Certainly. 

Mr. RANDALL, If the Committee on le- 
construction should at some future time repor! 
a bill, which should be passed by Congress, 
removing the disabilities of Mr. Simpson and 
Mr. Reid, what would then be their status in 
this House or before the Committee of [lec 
tions? 

Mr. PAINE. They would then, of course, 
be relieved from all disabilities, and if they 
should be found to have a majority of the lega! 
votes would be entitled to seats in this House. 
And it is competent for this House under that 
resolution to instruct us at any time to inguire 
into the merits of the claims of these gentle: 
men; and it would also be competent tor tue 
House at any time to relax the provision o! 
that resolution in favor of these or any other 
claimants. 
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I assume that this resolution 


r. KERR. 
nak intended to suspend the examination of 
ase Upon its merits as to Mr. Wallace. 

is I right in that? 


Mr. PAINE. The gentleman is right. 

r. KERR. Then I desire to ask whether the 
Committee of Klections hold that under the 
‘ solution of March 22, 1869, Mr. Simpson, 

hom they have decided to be ineligible, has no 
bt to come before them in any capacity 
hateve r to question or deny the right of Mr. 


Air. CAINE, Mr. Speaker, the commit- 
e take no such position. Neither by this 

ort nor by the resolution adopted by the 
[ouse are Mr. Simpson’s rights before the 

mmittee impaired, except ‘that he is not 
otitted to stand there asa claimant for this 
coat and will not be entitled as such to pay or 
Jeage. But he will have the same right that 

had before to make proof against his oppo- 
nent. 

The motion of Mr. Paine was agreed to. 

Mr. PAINE moved to reconsider the vote 
y which the motion was agreed to; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
n the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TERRITORY OF LINCOLN. 


Mr. CULLOM, by unanimous consent, intro- 
luced a bill (H. R. No. 1001) to organize the 
[erritory of Lincoln and consolidate the Indian 
tribes under a territorial government ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Territories, and ordered 
to be printed. 

@OVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT. 


ue 


ir. CULLOM also, by unanimous consent, 
ntroduced a bill (H. R. No. 1002) to provide 
a territorial government for the District of 
Columbia; which was read a first and second 
., referred to the Committee on the Terri- 
ries, and ordered to be printed. 
NATIONAL CONCRETE PAVING COMPANY. 


KNOTT; by unanimous consent, intro- 

apa a bill (H. R. No. 1003) to incorporate 

: National Concrete Paving Company of the 

District of Columbia ; which was read a first 

ind second time, and referred tothe Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 


ARCHING THE TIBER, 
Mr. FARNSWORTH, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1004) to 


arch Tiber creek north of Pennsylvania ave- 
nue; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee for the District 
f Columbia. 
NEWSPAPER POSTAGE. 
Mr. FARNSWORTHe» by unanimous con- 
sent, also presented a memorial on the subject 
{postage on newspapers ; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Koads, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLAMETTE RIVER BRIDGE, 


Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. I ask unanimous 
consent to take from the Speaker’s table for 
passage at this time the bill (S. No. 305) giv- 
ing the consent of the United States to the 
erection of a bridge across the Willamette 
r river, in Oregon, from the city of Portland to 
the east bank of said river. 

Mr, VOORHEES. Much as I regret to do 
80 | must object 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. 
from me for a-‘moment. 

Mr. VOORHEES. It may giverise to debate 
foran hour. It is with much regret I am com- 
pe — to object. 

Ir. SMITH, of Oregon. 
your objectionif you will hear me fora moment. 
! will withdraw ae billif it gives rise to debate. 

Mr. DAWES. As the gentleman from in- 
diana is entitled to the floor in the Committee 
ot the Whole on the state of the Union, | will 
yield no longer than is agreeable to him. 


Hear a statement | 


You will withdraw 
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Mr. VOORHEES. 
tleman from Oregon. 

The bill was taken up and read a first and 
second time. 

The bill gives the consent of the United States 
to the corporation of the city of Portland, Ore- 
gon, to erect, or cause to be erected, a bridge, 
with diverging roadways and footways and 
double draws, over and across the Willamette 
rive r, between the city of Portland and the east 
bank ofthe river, at any time within six years 
after the passage of the act. The bridge is to 
be so constructed and built as not to obstruct. 
impair, or injuriously modify the navigation of 
the river; and in order to secure a compliance 
with these conditions the corporation, associa- 
tion, or company proposing to erect it, pre- 


I will yield to the gen- 


| vious to commencing the construction of the 


bridge, is to submit to the Secre tary of Wara 
plan of the bridge, with a detailed map of the 
river at the proposed site and for the distance 
of a mile above and below the site, exhibiting 
the depths and currents atall points of the same, 
together with all other information touching 
the bridge and river which may be deemed | 
requisite by the Secretary of War to determine 
whether the bridge when built will conform to 
the prescribed conditions of the bill—not to 
oheires t, impair, or injuriously modify the nav- 
igation of the river. The Secretary of War 
may detail an officer to superintend the survey 
and examination of the river with a view to 
the location of the bridge. 

The Secretary of War is directed, upon re- 
ceiving the plan and map and other information, 
and upon being satisfied that a bridge built on | 
such plan and at said locality will conform to 
the prescribed conditions of the bill, not to 
obstruct, impair, or injuriously modify the nav- 
igation of the river, to notify the corporation, 
association, or company proposing to erect it 
that he approvesthe same; and upon receiving 
such notification the corporation, association, 
or company may proceed to the erection of the | 
bridge,conforming strictly to the approved plan 
and location. But until the Secretary of War 
approve the plan and location of the bridge | 
and notify the corporation, association, or com- 


| pany of the same, the bridge shall not be built | 


| or commenced. 


The corporation of the city 
of Portland is authorized and empowered, so | 
far as Congress has the power to grant the 


| same, to meke such rules and regulations for 


| Committee on Commerce 


| without 


the care of the bridge and for the regulation | 
and collection of tolls for crossing on it as 
they shall deem just and reasonable. 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, the 
bill has twice passed the Senate without objec 
tion, and it passed this House in the closing 
hours of the Forty-First Congress without 
objection, after having been considered by the 
Committee on Commerce, but failed to receive 
the signature of the President of the United 
States. It is here now having been twice 
passed, once in the House and twice in the 
Senate, and I trust there.will be no objection 
to its passing now. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Has this been before the 

at this session ? 
Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. Not at this session. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Was it at the last session? 
Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. It was reported 
objection irom the Committee 
Commerce. 

Mr. WELKER. Does it interfere with the 
navigation of the river? 

Mr. SMITH, of Oregon. It does not. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading ; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and | 


on 


passed. 


Mr. SMITH, of Oregon, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 


| on the table. 


| 


] 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
PRODUCTION OF FINE WHISKIES. 


The SPEAKER 


, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the House a communication from the |, 


(| Committee 
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Commissioner of Internal Revenue, in answer 
to resolution of the House of Jant lary 17, 1870, 
transmitting a statement of the quantity of line 
whiskies produced during the months of Se p 
tember, October, November, and December. 
1868, as compared with the same months in 
1869 ; which was referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
EMOLUMENTS OF NAVAL 


TheSPEAKER also, by ananimouse 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to the 
resolution of the House of the 17th January 
1870, in relation to the pay and emoluments, 
or either, of the officers of the United States 
Navy; which was reterred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


OFFICERS 


ymsent, 


EMPLOYES IN THE TREASULY DEPARTMENT 


TheSPEAKERalso, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
statement showing the number of clerks and 
other persons emp! loyed in the office of the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the different 
bureaus of that Department during the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1869; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

HARBOR OF BLACK ROCK. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of War, in answer to the reso- 
lution of the House of 17th January, 1870, 
transmitting a report of the chief of engineers 
upon the condition of the harbor of Black 
Rock, State of Michigan; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 


AMOUNT OF BANKING CAPITAL. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to 
the resolution of the House of the 17th Janu 
ary, 1870, in relation to the amount of bank- 
ing capital in the several States in the month 
of December, 1860; which was referred to the 
on Banking and Currency, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MAIL CONTRACTS. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Postmaster General, in answer to the reso- 
lution of the House of the 20th January, 1870, 
directing him to inform the House whether the 
contracts for transporting the mails on the rail- 
way lines of different States of the Union are 
by ‘the mile or by weight, and the ge e for the 
same; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered 
to be printed. 

EMPLOYES IN 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Navy, in answer to the 

resolution of the House of the 17th January, 
1870, transmitting a statement of the number 
of men emp sloyed in the several navy-yards on 
the 1st March, the Ist July, the lst September, 
and the lst December, 1869; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 
NAMES OF 


NAVY-YARDS. 


NAVAL VESSELS 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Navy, in answer to thy 


resolution of the House of the 1 on January, 
1870, transmitting a list of the vessels of th 
United States Nz avy the names of whicl Ve 
been changed since the 4th of Mar« . 1869 


' P ‘ 4 : = Ean 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

DUTIES ON SALTPETER. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 


laid before the House a communication from 
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the Secretary of the Treasury, calling the atten- 


tion of the Committee of Ways and Means to | 
the duties on rs which was referred to | 


the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 


to be printed. | 


CAPTURED AND ABANDONED PROPERTY. 
TheSPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, | 


laid before the House a communication from |! 


the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
# memorandum made by the chief of the 
division in charge of accounts, relating to cap- 
tured and abandoned property, dated the 7th 
January, 1870, showing that there are out- 
standing claims against the Government to the 
amount of several thousand dollars; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 
CLERKS IN NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Navy, in compliance with 
the second section of the act of Congress ap- | 
proved March 8, 1869, transmitting a report | 
in relation to the desks and clerks in his De- 
partment; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed, 
MINT AT CHARLOTTE, NORTIT CAROLINA, 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, | 


{ 


laid before the House a communication from || 


the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a letter from the director of the mint at Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, asking for a deficiency 
appropriation to pay sundry bills; which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

TUCKER V8. BOOKER. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House papers in the Virginia 
contested-election case of Tucker vs. Booker ; 
which were referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 

MEMORIAL OF LEGISLATURE OF MONTANA. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a memorial from the | 
Legislature of the Territory of Montana, pray- | 
ing foran appropriation of $40,000; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, | 

RANK OF NAVY. OFFICERS. | 

TheSPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from | 
the Secretary of the Navy, in answer to the 
resolution of the House of December 14, 1869, 
inclosing the record of the proceedings of | 
the board of officers appointed to take into 
consideration the subject of assimilated rank 
between the line and other officers of the Navy 
not ofthe line ; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Un motion of Mr. CESSNA, by unanimous 
consent, leave was granted for the withdrawal 
from the files of the House of the memorial of || 
George Chorpenning, praying for relief, for 
the purpose of modifying it and presenting it 
again. 

On motion of Mr. DUVAL, by unanimous | 
consent, leave was granted for the withdrawal 
from the files of the House of the papers relat- | 
ing to the claim of J. H. Atkinson. 


JUDICIAL CIRCUITS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. LOUGHRIDGE, by unanimous con- 
sent, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 1005) establishing 
the boundaries of the judicial circuits of the | 

Jnited States; which was read a first and sec- | 
ond time, recommitted to the eommittee, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

ELIZA M’ CONNELL. | 

Mr. TOWNSEND, by unanimous consent, | 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1006) for the | 
relief of Eliza McConnell; which was read a 
firstand second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 








| Mr. BINGHAM. 
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+ Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider all the 
votes whereby bills, &c., had been referred 
and recommitted; and also moved that the 
|| motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INTEROCEANIC COMMUNICATION 


Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
<a to furnish to this House any report made by 

ear Admiral C. H. Davis, upon the subject of inter- 


oceaniccommunication across the American isthmus, 
not Lberetofore communicated to Congress. 


Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 


| moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 


| on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


| 
| 
CHARLES COOPER AND OTHERS 
| 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I have 
been instructed by the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary to ask the House to adopt a resolution 
authorizing the committee to summon some 
witnesses in a claim against the United States 
now before them. I ask that the resolution 
be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the memorial of Charles Cooper 
and others, be authorized in their investigation of 
| the same to summon witnesses, if deemed neces- 


| sary, and to appoint a sub-committee thereon with 
authority to administer the necessary oaths. 


| Mr. HOLMAN. I object, unless some 
| statement of the necessity of incurring this 
| expense is made. 


Iappeal to the gentleman 
to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. We ask 
this authority in order that the United States 
Government may not havea claim made against 
it that ought not to be allowed. The objectis 
to protect the Government against a claim by 
examining some witnesses. The resolution is 
unanimously reported by the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
| Indiana [Mr. Hotman] withdraw his objec- 
tion? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I do not. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. DAWES, Before moving to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union I move to-extend the time for general 
debate on the bill now before the committee 
three hours and fifteen minutes. 

TheSPEAKER. Theunderstanding of the 
Chair was that the time occupied by each of 
the gentlemen from Massachusetts [Mr. Bur- 
LER and Mr. Dawes] in excess of one hour 
each should not be counted, and the ruling of 
the Chair is that three hours remain for gene- 
ral debate of the five hours originally assigned 
for it. Is there objection to that understand- 
ing? The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. DAWES. Then I withdraw my motion, 
and move that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on the special order, being the annual 
appropriation bill for legislative, executive, 
and judicial expenses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Cessna in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill (H. R. No. 974) making appro- 
priations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1871. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
pales [Mr. Voorueszs] is entitled to the 

oor. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. Chairman, now that 
the conflict between the sons of Massachusetts 
is suspended, and each party is resting to re- 
cruit his forces; now that the Administration 
has been proven a delinquent in its use of the 
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public money by the chairman of appropri: 
tions, [Mr. Dawes,] and has been defende 
with @ magnanimity and oblivion of p omy 
| juries which has no parallel in the history o¢ 
| human charity and forgiveness by his military 
'and warlike colleague, [Mr. Borer ;} re 
|| that there is a lull in the storm, and peace f . 
'a brief season on the opposite side of the 
| Chamber, I arise to ask the indulgence of th 
| House while I demonstrate that the wrongs ay) 
| oppressions of the people have a longer grows), 
and more giant proportions by far than eve, 
| those which thisstriking and remarkable de}ya:,. 
has disclosed. 

The interest now felt in the public 


} 
| 
1] | 
ast in- 





ind 
upon the subject of our financial policy is dee, 
and universal. All classes are bending their 
thoughts toward this great theme. It awakens 
| a solicitude as widespread as the winds and ag 
| all-pervading as the light that breaks with th. 
| opening of the day. The people of every grade 
| and condition are impelled by the strongest of 
all human inducements to give eager heed to 
the actions of this Government on the subjec: 
| of its revenpes. 

But while this question thus presents a com. 
mon center, which with the irresistible force 
of some vast controlling magnet attracts every 


/mind to its earnest contemplation, yet the 
points of observation from which it is ap. 
proached and considered are widely separated, 





| and stand apart like places of fortilied hostility 
| frowning upon each other. The great body of the 
| people who work with their own hands through 
| all the weary days of the year and whose earn. 
ings constitute the wealth of the nation, occupy 
one position, and with painfal anxiety pray for 
relief against the further operations of @ system 
of appalling injustice and crushing monopoly, 
The owners of idle capital, the tavorites of 
fortune and of special legislation, who like the 
lilies toil not and yet surpass kings in the 
splendor of their habits and luxuries, occupy 
| the other position, and invoke the powers o! 

| the Government to make no change; to con- 
| tinue forever the enchantments of their feast 
for which others pay. The farmer, who forces 
| the bosom of the earth to yield its annual prod 

ucts for the support of men and nations; th 

mechanic, who increases the values of things 
| by his skillful industry ; the toilers of the land 
and of the sea, in whatever avocation the gifts 
and bounties of nature are extracted by human 
labor, discover in the present policy of this 
Government toward themselves, their classes, 
and their posterity after them, nothing save 
| exactions, usury, and penalties. ‘The man whose 
greatness of brain and heart consists solely in 
his superior ability to wring money from the 
hands of others, and to amass sufficient wealth 
to obscure his vision of justice on earth and to 
darken his hopes of Heaven hereafter, beholds 
nothing in our reventie laws in regard to his 
interests except emoluments, richness, and 
careful exemptions. 

Sir, of these two opposing classes I range 
myself with the most friendless in this body, 
in whose behalf a voice here speaking plainly 
the truth is but seldom now heard. Monopoly 
and privilege have clamored in high imperious 
tones in these Halls for years. They have 
| secured a lodgment beyond the reach of the 
humbleand the poor. ‘Their advocates on this 
floor are numerousandable. They listen with 
impatience to contradiction, and attempt to 
drown the authority of reason by the force of 
worn-out epithets. The capitalist, for whom 
American legislation is now enacted, is always 
here. He has the time and the means to look 
after his mighty interests at the seat of Gov- 
ernment. e is vigilant, and his face may be 
seen in all the corridors of the Capitol. He 
comes armed with the powers of bonds, banks, 
and manufactories, and wherever he treads 
monopoly lifts up its ugly crest and mocks the 
people with the special favors it has received 
at the hands of Congress. , 

Why comes not the farmer here? Why ' 
his honest, sunburnt face unknown in the pre- 


} 
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| 





| 
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sts of national legislation, at the ear of the 
vxecutive, and in the long and busy aisles of 
‘ye Departments? Why are his plain clothes 
wover seen amid the throng which surrounds 
and invades this Capitol? He is the power 
ve all others which upholds the entire 
»olitical and social structure. [rom his hard 
hands fow those constant rivulets which feed 
and swell the illimitable ocean of our revenues. 
1yelegations crowd the official chambers of the 
Government in behalf of every human enter- 
nrise except that which is greatest of all, the 
‘ause of labor. The farmer and the mechanic 
‘oil at home to meet the exactions of the tax- 
-atherer, While those whose hands are unstained 
with labor and whose lives are given to sump- 
‘yous ease shape the legislation of the country 
for the purposes of private gain and individual 
monopolies. Inthe absence of the laborer I 
nropose to-day to speak for his welfare and to 
the best of my abilities uphold his cause. 
Sir, in examining the financial policy which 
s now proclaimed by the Administration in 
wer the history of the creation of our na- 
ional debt, the manner in which it was formed, 
becomes a primary and important subject of 
investigation. It had its origin in the midst 
of the convulsions of war. The contract for its 
payment was made when the sword impended 
with bloody menace over the existence of the 
Government. It was negotiated when the 
sounds of battle along a thousand miles of 
dividing and ensanguined borders were in our 
ears. ‘Che smoke of carnage lay heavily on all 
the air, and under the shadow of its threaten- 


n¢ 


Y 


| of lost and stricken fields. 


them relieved bya golden lining. Speculation 
hovered over the fate of our armies and fat- 
tened like the vulture upon the unburied dead 
Death and the 


| sordid greed of gain held high carnival together 


and ministered to each other's ferocious and 
insatiate lusts and appetites from the open- 


| ing to the close of the dreadful conflict. | 


stand prepared to sustain these statements. I 
am fully aware of my responsibility in making 
them; but knowing as I do the facts as re- 
corded in the archives of the Government, I 
here solemnly assert and shall prove that a vast 
proportion of the public debt as it is stated 
upon paper has no existence whatever in real- 


ity ; that it is a fiction created by unjust and | 


scandalous legislation, or the still more unjust 
and scandalous perversion of the true contract; 
that it is a fraud fastened upon the labor of the 
nation utterly without eonsiderdfion either legal 
or moral; that it is a sheer and naked extor- 
tion from the wants, the necessities, the help- 
lessness of the people and the armies when 
they were wholly at the mercy of capital. I 
have made my calculations, and made them 
safely. I have underestimated the wrongs of 
the people and the enormous advantages of the 


| bondholder rather than overestimated them. 


ing canopy the borrower for the maintenance | 


of the armies and the lender for usury and gain 
‘rept about and arranged the terms of that 


stupendous debt which now confronts us with | 
its insatiabledemands. The hard, bitter duress 


of a deadly peril was upon all the functions of 
the nation. But little was done in those dark 
days from untrammeled choice, but much upon 
cruelcompulsion. The doctrine of free will gave 
way inthe councils of the Republic to the code 
ofan inexorable necessity. We were compelled 

) have money or perish from the face of the 
earth, and this was known in every money mar- 


ketin the world. We went, reeling and bleeding | 
under the blows of the rebellion, to the counters || nothing at all in return. 


of brokerage and offered our paper for discount | 


when money was as vital a necessity as breath 
to the dying man or water to one whose lips 
blacken with thirst in the burning desert. 


Were these circumstances favorable to a just || 
and equitable negotiation? Did these sinister | 


omens give promise of a fair transaction with 
the capitalists and money-changers? 
wealth seek no advantages from individual or 
national distress? Isamassed capital unselfish? 
Does it seek no more than its own when the 
straits of poverty or peril drive men or Gov- 
ernmentsintoits power? Suchisnotthe experi- 
ence of mankind, and such was not the experi- 
ence of the American people when under the 
stress of mighty afflictions they became borrow- 
ers and tendered their bonds for the repay- 
ment of the sums obtained. 
facts of history within the knowledge and 
memory of all who hear me. The capitalists 
of this country discounted the credit of their 
Government in its struggle for life more heav- 


ily, shaved its notes in the broker-shops more | 
deeply, than was ever before known under | 


similar circumstances in the annals of civil- 
ized nations. They drove the hardest bargain 
ever known between citizens and the Govern- 
ment which protected them. They traded 
with less conscience upon the fluctuating for- 
tunes of the flag than any other class of beings 
that ever drew breath beneath its folds. Their 
keen-eyed cupidity kept watch upon the imper- 
iled standard of their country, and the meas- 
ure of their exactions was gauged according 
as it was advanced full high in the hour of 
victory or borne back in gloom upon the ebb- 
ing tide of defeat. 
their richest banquets. The 


clouds that so 


Will | 


I appeal to the || 





And disaster brought them 


| ment. 


| falls due. 


I desire those who receive my statements as 


authority to feel amply secure from successful || 4 mount paid and yet due the bondholder 


contradiction. I wish to enable them to chal- 
lenge denial everywhere, as I do here. 

The first step in the creation of the present 
interest-bearing bonded debt was taken by 
the Government in 1862. In that year there 
were issued bonds amounting to $60,982,450, 
bearing six per cent. interest and due in twenty 
years from date. The average price of gold 
at that time, as given by high authority, was 
1382 in currency. At this rate the purchasers 
of this first sale of over sixty millions of bonds 
paid for them only $44,030,649 in gold. It is 
now demanded that they shall be paid in gold 
at their face, and not according to their consid- 
eration. If this shall bedone the bondholder in 


| thiscomparatively small transaction will receive 


$16,951,801 more than he paid to the Govern- 
This is a bonus, a gift, absolutely so 
much out of the pockets of the tax-payers for 
But the obligation 
as now construed stops not here. On this 
bonus, not one dollar of which the Govern- 
ment ever received, interest has already been 
paid to the amount of $6,102,654, and the 
interest yet to accrue on this fictitious claim 
will reach the sum of $14,239,526 when it 
The account, therefore, in 1862 
stands as follows: 


Amount of bonds SOld.........sscecceeeeeees catelakal $60,982, 450 
Amount paid for theWi viscicscccsscccissccctsscsccsses 


Amount of bonus, clear gain to the bond- 


holder......... aa 16,951,801 
Interest already paid on bonus.........0...--+ 6,102,654 
Interest yet to be paid on bonus............008+ 14,239,526 


| Amount paid and yet due the bondholder 


for which he never paid a cent..........s000$07,290, 991 





Thus it will be seen beyond cavil or question 
that upon an investment of a little over forty- 
four million dollars the traffickers in national 
bonds obtained the obligations of the Govern- 
ment for over thirty-seven million doliars, not 
one dollar of which ever left their coffers or 
ever found its way into the vaults of the Treas- 
ury. Iam treating now simply of that which 
is clear gain. I leave out of view their bonds 
for which they paid. I shall in this connection 
discuss those only for which they did not pay ; 
I shall separate the fraud from the reality; I 
shall draw its startling outlines so that all men 
may hereafter behold it and know their rights. 

During the year of 1453 the records show 
that the Government issued its bonds again to 
the amount of $160,987,550. Estimating the 
price of gold at 158 in currency, which will be 
found too low instead of too high, it will be 
seen that those who bought this issue of bonds 
paid to the Government only the sum of 


often filled our sky with darkness were to |! $101,890,854, being the vast sum of $59,096,- 
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696 less than their face at*‘which they are now 
held over the bended shoulders of weary and 
over-taxed industry. This was the original dis- 
count—the brokers shave in the beginning. 
he amount nominated in the bonds is unreal 
and imaginary and represeats only the grasp 
of remorseless creditors. But this bonus of over 
fifty-nine millions by which we procured the ac 
commodation of capital in our days of distress 
bears alsc its six per cent. interest. and enables 
the usurer literally to reap his annual golden 


| harvests where he has sown no seed. The people 


44,030,649 | 


| $59,000,000 ; 


| value. 


have already paid upon it as interest in gold 
the sum of $17,729,010. This is interest paid 
upon money never received and which the 
people do not owe. The amount still to be 
paid as interest upon this fraudulent bonus by 
the time this issue of bonds mature is $53,- 
187,080. Remember that the bonus itself being 
placed in the face of the bonds without con 
sideration, all interest arising from it is like 
wise a spurious extortion. ‘The transactions 
of 1863 then sum up in the following striking 
light : 

Amount of bonds issued 

Amount paid forthem..... 


‘ $160,987, 54 
wires LU1,890,854 


PA ie io iicncacntnseanacautnntans ; . Di 


Interest already paid on bonus............... 
Interest yet to be paid on bonus.............. 


06,696 
17,729,010 
53,187,030 


for which he has paid nothing at all...... $190,012,736 


Here is demonstration which boldly defies 
all assailants that the bondholder to-day has 
in his possession the obligations of the Ameri- 
can people to pay him over one hundred and 
thirty million dollars in gold, growing out of 
the operations of a single year, not one cent of 
which did he ever advance or expend in their 
behalf. He paid into the Treasury one hun- 
dred and one millions and a fraction over, as I 
have shown. ‘This he of course receives back 
again with its six per cent. interest, but the 
unbearable injustice lies in the additional 
the bonus and the interest 
thereon, all of which is something for nothing. 

If the laboring masses of this free land are 
willing to endure such a system of wrong, of 
plunder, and of wickedness, then indeed may 
they well crouch down, like Issachar of old, 
between heavy burdens and at the bidding of 
privileged masters. 

In 1864 there were issued $381,292,250 worth 
of bonds, so far as their face disclosed their 
The price of gold during that year was 
at an average of 201 in currency. Here we 


| find that the sale of these bonds realized to the 


Government the sum of $189,697,636—less 
than one half of their nominal amount. The 
sum charged by the bondholder for the advance- 
ment and loan of something over one hundred 
and eighty-nine millions was the fearful bonus 
of $191,594,614. 

Figures are the faithful witnesses of truth, 
and | submit them here to reveal oppression 
and to produce reform and justice. On no 
other subject did they ever speak with a more 
potent voice; in no other age did they ever 
bring to light a blacker phase of the avaricious 
nature of man. Nearly two hundred millions 
are here shown to be an absolute gratuity, and 
the interest which up to this time has been 
wrung from tax-payers and applied upon this 
enormous donation to avarice reaches the sum 
of $45,982,708. The usury yet to be paid upon 
it as interest on money never received by the 
Government amounts to $183,930,832. The 
result of financial operations in 1864, therefore, 
stands as follows: 





| Amount of bonds issmed...........csseeeeeees . $3 

| Amount paid for them............00..cecee 
Amount Of bOnUS......c...cccccceceeceeees 191,594,614 
Interest already paid on bonus...... 45,982,708 


Interest yet to be paid on bonus. 
Amount paid and yet to be paid for w hich 
nothing was ever received by the Gov- | 
ernment sdikbddds chaclitinetek svessdooseneeee we 2421,508,154 


a 


Four hundred and twenty-one millions five 
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hundred and eight thousand one hundred and || ~ All the bonds which I have thus far consid- | Where shall we look for comparisons to t);; 
fifty-four dollars! A speculation as wholly and || ered bear six per cent. interest. During the || monstrous oppression’? In what realm or ed 
totally unsupported by a particle of considera- | years, however, of 1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, and || governed by written law will the explorer of 
tion a8 the highwayman’s profits upon a mid- || 1868, there were issued five per cent. bonds | other countries and other ages find neh 


night adventure. I propose to tear away the | amounting in all to the sum of $195,139,550, | wholesale and flagitious plunder of the people 
obscuring veils which have heretofore shrouded | which at the various estimates already made | as here stands naked and confessed? Unde, 


this question. I shall run a dividing line be- | of the price of gold cost the purchasers the | what baleful sky, in what other quarter of ti. 
tween the sound and the unsound, that an | sum of $122,957,410. The bonus to the bond- | earth has such an awful visitation fallen y om 
honest people may see plainly their duty to || holders growing out of the sale of these bonds | human labor? Where else than in this land 
themselves aud their posterity. | amounts to $72,182,140. The interest thus far | of professed equality has wealth ever before 

in the year 1865 bonds for the additionalsum || received on this fictitious $72,000,000 and up- || committed a crime against industry and jp. 
of $279,746,150 were issued, with the average | ward is $11,679,296. That which remains to | erty of such huge proportions and inferya| 
price of gold in the market at 143 in currency. | be received in the future on the same fraudu- || aspect as now towers up in our midst and 
lor them the traders in Government securities || lent basis will reach $132,684,958. The trans- | darkens the homes of the people with its erye| 
paid $208,214,090, realizing as a bonus in the | actions of those five years in five per cent. | and ceaseless demands? Kings, it is true 
transaction the sum of $71,532,060. The peo- | bonds may be stated in a condensed form thus: | unrestrained by law, have robbed their sy). 


ple have paid as interest on this bonus thesum | Amount of bonds issued................0001001-$195,139,550 || jects. Despots who rule by prerogative haye 
of $12,875,772, and by the existing financial | Amount paid for them, .........6.:cewesenenes 122,957,410 || torn away the substance of their unfortunate 


system they will be called upon to pay $72,- iidtiistiiee ai ior Ui hotial bunyt 72182140 |, Serts and lavished it upon the favorites of the 












462,708 more by the time these bonds mature. || Interest paid on bonus............... ... 11,679,296 || throne. The pampered and lawless tyrants of 
The gains of this year to the bondholder Interest yet to be paid on bonus.............. 132,684,958 | Asia, Africa, and Europe have seized the fruits 
apne Seats : | Amount of bonus and interest on bonus | of toil, the painful and precious sarnings of 
Amount of bonds issued.........c..cssssecesees $279,746,150 || aid and to be paid, for which the bond- vigilant, daily labor and wasted them in palaces 
Amount paid far them..............0..eceseeseccee 208,214.090 || holder never paid a dollar.............. ati $216,516,394 | of revelry and endless indulgence. The mil. 
Amount of bonuas...................s000 saaaeieiehees 71,532,060 || Sir. ¢ . ’ itulate s ‘ | lions under imperial sway have been trodden 
Interest already paid on bonus.................. 12,876,772 || . Sir, paral yi rae anceps and place | down, beggared, and held in servitude by the 
[uterest yet to be paid on bonus.............. 72,962,708 || 1 &@ Compact an istinct form the aggregate | unbridled avarice of absolute monarchs. But 


| in what region of the globe penetrated and 
influenced by the popular will, where the voice 
of the people was permitted to create their 
laws, has ever before in the annals of the 
human race such a giant extortion been fas. 
tened like a vampire of death on the resources 
of a nation? 

Sir, we have heard the patriotism of the 
capitalist made the eloquent theme of eulogy, 
His praises have swarmed upon partisan lips, 
The air has been laden and vocal with sweet 
encomiums of his generous sacrifices. His 
claims are exalted as those of beneficent phi- 
lanthropy. He comes here with the air of a 


ain ‘| of the obligations, the bonds which were | 
A — —— yer to be paid which * eis7 970.540 || S'¥en as a bonus, as a bare gratuity, to the 
FrILDOUL ANY COMSIGSTALION ... .........cccrceese S1Os,. Pi | : . * . 
= | reluctant and unpatriotic capitalists of the 
_ country in order to win their support when our 
| need was the sorest. Allow me to array to- 
its bonds, for which it received $88.591.773. || gether the items of an appalling account now | 
lhe bonus, or difference between the face of || oo avene os ee een 
the bonds and the price which they brought in || ae mates wa os completely devoid 2 ets 
he arke ; 2 ine » ‘ 202 OM) eOyT | C > B 2 
the market, in this instance was $36,322,627. || 1. 4 forged check presented for payment. My 
lhe holders of the bonds have received as || Socmey tinhamnenke tnd enleilinaes aa 
interest on this bonus $4,358,716. They are yet || . at oe ate roo s : " 
> aia. || the follow le, as she a ay 
to receive as interest on the same $39,228,444. | the nonla’aebligations waics ke tercicelaocs | 
Lhe following calculation will be found correct || | 5.7 i on th = asks f the national d 
Sao tisha enna’ _ obtained in the creation of the national debt 
. || each year for nothing—for absolutely nothing: 


In 1866, with the price of gold at 141 in cur- 
rency, the Government sold $124,914,400 of 












Amount of bonds issued ..............ccc000000e $124,914,400 |) re65 le dal public benefactor. He assumes a loftier port 
Amount paid for them........................... BOUL YD || PORE monnrvestermessrerenttrectrrepnrt mrensosons $3iareece || than the heroes of the war, and demands pay: 
Amount of bomUS.c.cscssaosssssnsuneseseeeree 9B/822,627 |] 1B Assesesensssrensosntn sosnn snenstounnrents 421 508-154 || ment for what he has done, as a first morigage 
[uterest already paid on bonus.....-.....-.. 4.358.716 || 1865... 157,370,540 || on all the chattels, lands, and labor ot tue 
interest yet to be paid on bonus............... 39,228 444 || a ohh ite ony || nation. Never since the birth of time, in the 
mimbliniitthiholdi<<. || 1868 ' 247,758,457 || whole wide range of human conduct, Was a 
and interest on bonus for which the || Bonus and interest on five per cent. ore can ogy || Pretension to virtue more false. Never wasa 
bondholder never paid anything........... $79,909,787 | i ide alas ae 216,546,594 1 base assumption more utterly crushed by the 
PP Osh itis stds nedbaba teed $1,550,558.956 || undeniable facts of history. Th t beautitul 

In 1867 bonds for the vast sum of $421,469,- | === || love of country, that sublime devotion to her 


550 were issued, With gold quoted at an aver- Here stands, then, this stupendous total cf || institutions which constitutes bulwarks of na- 
age of 139 the purchasers of these bonds paid for || $1,550,558,956, which the party now in power || tional defense more powerful than iron, brass, 
them $303,215,503, making thereby $118,254,- |! says the people shall pay under inexorable || or stone, was not an inmate of his breast. It 
047 as clear profit in the operation. They have || penalties, not one cent of which I have proven || electrified all hearts but his. It ennobled and 
collected as interest on this profit or bonus || ever left the coffers of the speculator or found || glorified all classes save that which made mer- 
37,095,243. The amount yet to be paid on. | its way into the Treasury of a distressed and || chandise of the country’s woes and trafficked 
the same as future interest until the bonds || struggling country. I invoke scrutiny upon || for a hundred per cent. of profit amid the 
mature will be $134,809,617 ; making in allan |} my statements, and shall at all times defend || roar of cannon and a deluge of blood. ‘Lhe 
account for the year of 1867, as follows: | their substantial correctness. father '-!: his broken-hearted home ; the son 
Amount of bonds isswed......css0scsssesseee $121,469,559 || , But in this connection let us recapitulate || and the Lrotber, in the brightness of youth, took 
Amount paid for them..............cccccseeeeee 303,215,503 || also upon another point; let us see distinctly || his last farewells of fainting kindred; the 

oe _ how much money the bondholders actually did || armies were filled with ardent, hopeful lives 











Amount of DOM UA ener seseensrenessneeserne TBA et | loan, did advance upon the bonds of the Gov- || as food for the leaden hail, the bayonet, and 
Interest yet to be paid on bonus.............. 134,809,617 || ernment to aid the great cause of national || thegrave. Flesh and blood volunteered, or if 
Asennnk oul uikind tabi. Saxena unity. I have already established the facts, '| the precious ties of home and loved ones over: 
and interest. be bonus, (elear dein te | and now place them in tabular form. The pay- mastered the patriotic will the draft, the unre: 
Che Bemba Reiki aids weisccdsskccsccascraitad $260,158,907 || ments of the bondholders were as follows: || lenting draft, replenished the ranks of war and 
=== || 1862 . $44,030,649 || listened to no bargains in behalf of the hearth- 


1863... wee 101,890,854 


The issue of 1868 reached the sum of $425,- || jan4 stones which it made desolate forever. 





e u y= | wees 189,697,636 || 
445,800. The estimated price of gold being || 1865...........ccc. cssessseenessese seseseennesenennes 208,214,090 || But while the soldier stood on the outermost 
136, those who bought these bonds paid $312,- | 1866 nip llratilbnan tain wine iden Niland baebhcpiaseadinadiedmee 88,591,773 | brink of danger, while he walked on the per- 
&26,823; realizing as a bonus $112,617,477. || SE opi Orverapberntnctovetonmnecerpenten tna tin oes || ilous ridge of battle, the men of many millions 


‘Lheir receipt of one year’s interest on this || Amount paid forthe five percent. bonds, 122,957,410 | parted not with one dollar with which _to pay 
bonus is $6,757,048, while there remains tobe | a TT || and feed him at his post of death until their 
collected between this time and the maturity | NERD cepts depeerce.shteserep-nenpninienebelle sional $1,371,424,258 | remorseless terms were complied with. Money 
of these bonds the farther sum of $128,383,932 | Compare this amount of $1,871,424,238 || was no volunteer; nor did the fatal wheel of 
as usury, a sinterest upon nothing ever received j which the Government did receive, with the conscription wrench it from the hands ot its 
by the Government. | amount for which our bonds are outstanding, sordid masters. It heard the beseeching voice 
| which the Government did not receive, and we of the Government with a dull, indifferent ear. 
| find the following result: It laid still in its vaults and dens watching tor 














| 
Account for 1868. 
Amount of bonds issued......... 0.00... cecees $425,443,800 | 











Amount paid for themd..............cccccccccssoes 312,826,323 || Amount of debt which has no consider- | ts prey and its profits. It witnessed a devouon 
Bo ele ira Leena! $1,550,558,956 || 8nd a sacrifice in this land more universal and 

(ne web poy aemaieamaanans eT Amount which was paid for..........-....000 1,371,424,238 || unselfish than ever before illuminated the pages 
f WB ...00, seccnecverescsresasess Ol, -_——_—_—_—_—— || “time j i : Pi ad 

luterest yet to be paid on bonus.............. 128,383,932 i Excess of bonus and usury over the || of time, and its metallic heart alone remained 
en Co yencieonipaelehadiom: $179,194,718 || Cold and unmoved under the heat of the fiery 

Amount of bonus and interest on bonus = === | blaze. Whilethearmies moved on and the lamps 


paid and to be paid entirely destitute of 


iain ae $247,758.457 Sir, who has known the parallel to this in | of dearand valuable lives went out on the ghastly 
sseennnenensnsansensnsgnnne BOTS" || the history of constitutional Governments? |! field and in the hushed stillness of the hospital, 
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almost like the innumerable stars fading away 
at dawn in the sky, the spirft of Mammon, the 
oast erect of all that fell from Heaven, crouched 
‘» the rear and pursued his calling and drove his 
¢]| contracts. He brooded over his treasures 
anil the calamities of life, of homes, and of 
families swelled them into twofold proportions. 
in the midst of the mighty throngs such as the 
oye of man hath not seen in all the ages that 
are gone in the shadowy past, pressing torward 
+o save the emblems and the unity of the Re- 
ublie, he was doling out to them as they passed 
suto the tempest one dollar and extorting their 
Jigations for more than two. 

If the sons of toil and moderate means could 
ford their lives and the widowhood and 
orphanage of their homes for the supremacy 
the Union, how much more could the mas- 
rors of wealth afford to divide their substance 


I 


ind give of their abundance in the same great | 


cause! The duty of the citizen is in propor- 
tion to the protection which he receives. he 
capitalist has the benefit of Government more 
than the humble laborer, who has little to be 
guarded by thelaw. ‘lo the bondholder much 
had been given. ‘The Government inits pros- 
perity had fostered him with its blessings; he 
had become by its nurture as one of the princes 
of the earth in affluence and splendor, and 


ever all his gains and accumulations the Gov- | 


ernment held a sleepless guardianship and as- 
sured him theenjoymentof his wealth in safety. 
But when the deadly peril of dissolution came 
upon us no sentiment of gratitude to that Gov- 
ernment, no generous or just recognition ot 
its protecting hand animated the hard and 
bitter selfishness of hoarded capital. it relied 
upon the people to uphold a cause of more 
absolute value to it than to any other interest. 
They who now hold our bonds not only de- 
pended upon the patriotism of others to main- 
tain the shaken foundations of the Republic 


under whose care they had waxed so fat and | 


strong, but they turned the great and sacred 
occasion to traffic and multiplied their posses- 
sions. Neither the money nor the money- 
changers came forth to the conflict. Hearts 
bounding with warm affections and brains 


filled with visions of peaceful and happy years | 
sprang up from every little spot, from away | 


up in the dark pines of Maine to the far-off 
mouth of the Columbia river, and gave all that 
God enabled them to give. They were taken 
and the brokers of the nation’s credit were 
left. The throbbing pulse is still and the 
bright eye is dark ; but above and around the 
graves of heroes who died for glory and not 
for gain speculation is busy, reaping its double 


harvest from the hallowed blood which they | 


shed, 


But, Mr. Chairman, there is another feature | 


in the creation of the national debt which de- 
mands consideration in this connection. The 


|| real intrinsic value. 


system of flagrant injustice which I have thus | 


far exposed has its final and fitting climax. | 
have shown the enormous speculation made 
in the purchase of the bonds, a clear profit of 
over fifteen hundred millions. I have demon- 
strated that this vast sum is absolutely so 
much out of the pockets of the people for 
nothing ever paid out of the pockets of the 
bondholder. 
malignant avarice content with this stupendous 


But was greed and cunning and | 


plunder? Did shame, or remorse, or honor, or | 


forbearance seize the obdurate heart of capital 
and arrest it in its career of merciless exactions? 


Did the nature of Shylock relent or the edge | 
of his knife grow dull when the consideration | 


of his bond was tendered twofold in the Vene- 
tian court? Not so. There was one more 
blow to be struck at the victim, there was one 
more stab to be inflicted upon the helpless 
cause of labor. The usurer with all his gains, 
his bonus, and his usuries, still withheld his 
money from the aid of his Government until 


its bonds were placed in his hands as so much | 


property exempt by law from taxation. The 
advantage which he took of the necessities of 
the Government not only doubled his estate, 


} 
| 


| and sustaining care by the fierce havoc of war | 
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but released it also from all future burdens in 
its support. This wrong upon the people is 
such an aggravation of their other injuries in 
this connection that it is difficult to speak of 
it in terms of moderation. Itisaecrying, burn- 
ing infamy. ‘Taxation stalks up and down all 
the land with hungry, ravishing strides, like 
some famished beast of prey, and commits its 
ravages on every substance save that which is 
richest. It pursues every footstep and haunts 
all the humble and obscure ways and wants of 
the people. It knows no sleep nor rest from 
weariness or surfeit. Its hard, tithing hand 
is laid on every moment of life's journey, from 
the cradle of the children born to toil and of 
toiling parents to their graves in the closing 
twilight of old age. There is no sign on the 
door-posts of the poor to guard away the angel 
of extortion from their homes. The tax- 
gatherer is as ever present as the breath of the 
pestilence when cities and nations ‘* wail its 
stroke.’’ He goes with the husbandman to the 
counter of the merchant, and there gathers 
in for the bondholder on every purchase made 
for the necessities of a family. ‘The shirtings, 
the flannels, the calicoes, the muslins, the 
delaines, the bonnets, the hose, the cassi- 
meres, the cassinettes, the boots, the shoes, the 
buttons, the thread, the needles, the pins, the 
hooks and eyes, and the eyelets, have all been 
taxed from forty to two hundred per cent.; and 
the amount paid upon them has been putin 
their price for the consumer finally to pay. 
The collector of revertue walks by the side 
of the farmer in his daily labor and reaps a 
golden income for the holders of a spurious 
debt from the plowshare, the hoe, the sickle, 
the seythe, the reaping-machine, and the 
mower; the wrought-iron finish of the wagon, 
the chains, the clasps, the buckles, and the 
bridle-bits of the harness; the iron teeth of the 
harrow, the many-tined forks, the grain-shov- 
els, and the shoes on the horse’s feet. He 
goes into the shop of the mechanic and putsa 
twofold tariff price on the saws, the augers, the 
knives, the planes, the anvils, the hammers, 
the tongs, and all the utensils of those who 
work in wood and brass and iron. He sits 
down at meal time with the laborer at his table 
and points out to him that his knife and fork 
and his unpretending plates have cost him 
| double because of the bondholder’s demands 
upon them before they came into use. ‘The 
coffee, and sugar, and tea at this frugal board 
have paid their twenty-five to fifty per cent. to 
| the Government, and the very salt that savors 
| the bread and meat of the people, and the coal 
which warms their humble abodes are en- 
hanced in their prices by the present system 
of tariff taxation from one hundred to one 
hundred and twenty-five per cent. over their 
Water itself, the flowing 
fountains of life without which human nature 
sinks and dies, is notfree. ‘The pump with its 
machinery, the windlass with its chains that con- 
trol the wells, and the buckets which come and 
| go from the springs, and the cups from which 
thirst is at last quenched, all stand their levy of 
an exorbitant per cent. Nor is this insatiable 
| system any respecter of persons after it leaves 
and passes by the proud, the rich, and the ex- 
alted. The soldier who has left an arm onthe 
field of battle has no exemption in behalf of the 
labor of the hand which remains. It toils as 
best it can to be ready for the demands of the 
| tax-gatherer, while the other lies perishing in 
the ground far away where swept the stormy 
and headlong charge under the bright folds of 
the blessed flag. The pallidand stricken widow 
in her lowly tenement of sorruw and bereave- 
ment knows not the abatement of one farthing 
on the part of the revenue official or the laws 
of Congress because of her irreparable sacrifice ; 
the sacrifice of him who made life warm and 
beautiful to her, but who now sleeps in some 
distant spot with his cherished face turned 
upward towards the flowers that bloom over 
him. The child bereft of a father’s guiding 


finds no privilege for its earnings and posses: 
sions against the grasp of taxation. The vet 
eran of the entire conflict, who has returned 
to finish the journey of life upon one leg, pays 
tribute to the Government and to the owner 
of exempted bonds onthe very crutches whi 
bear him in pain along our streets. 

And when the citizen of this ill-govern: 
land, whether he has been a soldier in the tield 
ora laborer at home, passes away from this 
scene of treadmill slavery he invokes in vai 
the shelter of the tomb. Between the cham! 
that was darkened for the closing mome 
and the quiet cemetery on the hill his unburied 
remains are made to pay tribute for the brie! 
passage. The snowy shroud that covers him 
up for his long sleep, and the coffin and the 
screws, and the screw-driver which fastens down 
the lid over the still, cold face, have all paid 
taxes which now fall on the earnings of the dead 
within. And when all is over, and friends 
turn away and leave him alone forever in bis 
dark and narrow bed, the officer of the revenue 
still plies his trade in the midst of the broken 
household. ‘The letters of administration, the 
bond, the inventory, the bill of sale, the sale, 
the report, all pay toll to privileged wealth as 
the estate proceeds to final settlement. The 
tombstone, if one is raised, concludes this 
dismal drama by paying a heavy tax for the 
privilege of keeping watch as a loving memo 


| rial over the dust that reposes below. 


In this terrible, minute, and universal man- 
ner of visitation there was extracted from the 
labor of this country during the year ending the 
30th of June, 1869, according to the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the sum of 
$366,923,402 for the support of the Iederal 
Government and the further enrichment of a 
frightful monopoly. The heavy load of State, 
county, and municipal taxation rests upon the 
same industrial classes. ‘l'o uphold the thirty- 
seven local governments into which this Union 
is divided, and the still smaller corporations 
of cities and counties and townships under 
them, is costing the American people an addi- 
tional amount of $250,000,000 per annum. 
Thus for each seed-time and harvest of the 
revolving year the toiling men and women of 
this Republic pour into the coffers of taxation 
the vast aggregate of $616,923,402. 

Annual Federal taxation........... 1+26$306, 923,402 
Annual State and local taxation 


. 2o0.00),00) 


III cst cuenliaaneenell $516,923, 402 


There is no language within the scope of the 
human tongue that can exaggerate the over 
whelming significance of these reliable figures. 
The great fact stands out with the awful dis 
tinctness of a mountain upon a plain that no 
people beneath the circle of the sun, between 
the two poles of this fertile globe, are taxed so 
deeply upon the earnings of their hands as this 
people whose Representatives we are. The 
official statistics of the five great Powers of 
Europe and of all the withered and ancient 
realms of Asia and Kgypt bear constant wit- 
ness to this dreadful truth. ‘The submissive 
subjects of the oldest and wealthiest kingdoms 
and empires of the earth are not so heavily 
laden as the citizens of this young, free nation, 
and they walk more erect in the presence of 
their task- masters. 

Sir, in the face of all this, standing in the 
presence of these mighty facts, from which there 
is no escape, how shall | characterize that policy 
which makes free from all tax or tribute more 
than one tenth of the property of the United 
States, property that cost less by one half than 
any other to obtain it, yields double the interest 
elsewhere derived, and is owned by those who 
dwell in the palaces of the land? With what 
patience shah I speak of those who stand idly 
by and behold the long processions of industry 
filing out to their daily task; who look on wit! 
folded arms of indolence while school-house 
are erected and highways built; who out of 
their easily and ill-gotten millions contributs 
not a farthing to their State or their local bu: 
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dens; who were treading soft carpets, reclining 
upon couches of down, and banqueting upon 
smiles and wine during the last fiscal year, 
white from the sweat of the laborer’s brow, 
aloneand unaided, flowed the following streams 
of lederal expenditure: 


Civil service and miscellaneous.......... $56,474,061 53 
Pensions and [ndiangs.........0scecccrcs...... 30,019,544 84 
Tr i a cia theca 78,501,990 61 
Navy Department, .......ccccscccoccces aastodads 20,000,757 97 
Interest on public debt........................ 150,694,242 80 


Vremium of seven-thirty United States 
COT Be ccinatiitnnisbatetiesersn situs 


300,000 00 


Total, exclusive of loans.. .........-...€321,490,597 75 
a’ 
Am I told that the bondiolder pays a tax 

on his income? If every dollar is collected 
which is due by law it will not amount to the 
trifling sum of $7,000,000 a year. ‘The entire 
iax on all the incomes and salaries of the 
United States together, according to the report 
of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, is 
only $54,791,856. Of this sum the bondholder 
has paid not over the pitiful sum of $8,000,000 
as his miserable contribution toward a reve- 
nue of over $600,000,000 raised by the uni- 
versal exertions of the people. very other in- 
come is assessed as well, and everything else in 
the land besides. It is now said in many quar- 
ters thateven this contemptible levy upon the 
bonds should be abolished. Notso. Let it 
stand. Not for its value, but to illustrate 
human meanness; not that it constitutes a 
single drop in the great ocean of revenue 
drawn from the busy hands of labor, but for 
the purpose of showing how despicable the 
rich man’s mite appears in the contrast; not 
that it amounts to more than a miserly and 
imperceptible atom in the gigantic general 
account, but for the purpose of proving by 
this beggarly exception the disgraceful truth 
that the rich owner of bonds is substantially 
free from taxation, as the law declares him 
to be. 

Fortunately it is not diflicultto demonstrate 
how much the public Treasury has lost, and, 
correspondingly, how much the burdens of the 
people have been increased by this exemption 
of the bondholder from the common duty of 
assisting to defray the expenses of his Govern- 
ment. In order to raise the $600,000,000 


-But there is yet one more provision ut law 
closely incident to the creation ofthe public debt 
| which claims a conspicuous place in this review 
| of wrongs andevils. The bonus, the usury, the 
| freedom from taxation were not content with 
| their powerful triumvirate of unholy specula- 

tion until they added to it the privilege of bank- 
ing by the bondholder on his bonds. Bonds 
for which fifty cents on the dollar has been 
paid, which bear a usurious interest of six 
per cent. in gold, and escape all burdens, are 
made the basis of a circulating medium, which 
again in turn pours its deep and swift streams 
of naked profit into the laps of their owners. 
There are at this moment lying in the vaults 
of the Treasury in this city $339,480, 100 worth 
of the bondholders’ cheaply procured posses- 
sions. ‘They are there as security for the cir- 
culation of a little more than three hundred 
millions of currency. ‘lhey pay no taxes, and 
yield an annual golden interest of $20,368,806, 
which are taken directly from the pockets of 
the people and placed directly in the pock- 
ets of the banking bondholders. Upon the 
| $800,000,000 circulation issued on these bonds 
bankers realize at the lowest estimate ten per 
| cent. in gold on their loans. ‘heir deposits 
may safely be reckoned equal to their issues 
| and the profits on them at least six per cent. 
| in gold. ‘lhe account, therefore, of the bond- 
| holding banker with the people of the United 
States, at its best face, may be stated as follows: 


The cost of $339,480,100 of bonds now on file in the 
Treasury Department at fifty cents on the dol- 














| DAE. .coscseressccsssscrsessescrsesnssosersscsseseeseescsscse® LOD, 140,000 
| On this actual investment he is authorized 

| 60 BRNO CIPI RRIOD cover erivcsececrcesivieeevescccs 300,000,000 

Ten per cent. profit on circulation ... 30,000,000 

Amount of deposits.............ccccceees «+» 300,000,000 

|| Six per cent. profit on deposits................. 18,000,000 
Annual interest on the bonds in the ‘l'reas- 

MITES ssdiscctetaniaivaiianudedhbensnetuaamindipties 20,368,806 

Annual exemption from taxes........scsee 6,789,602 


| Add together the profits on circulation and 
| deposits, the interest on the bonds, and the 
taxes saved, and the plainest mind in the land 
will perceive that the banking wealth of the 
country is realizing the enormous annual gain 
of $75,158,408 upon an original investment of 
less than one hundred and seventy million dol- 
lars. This is the crushing payment made by 
the people to a privileged class in order to 


necessary for county, State, and national pur- || obtain a circulating medium from their Gov- 
poses no one will dispute thatthe assessments || ernment with which to carry on the trade and 


are over two per cent.—two dollars on the 
hundred, in the familiar language of the farmer. 
Taking the entire taxable property of the 
country as a basis of calculation, and two per 
cent. upon it all will not yield the revenue 
which is annually collected. But assuming 
safely that low rate, we find that our bonded 
debt, which the Secretary of the Treasury a 
lew evenings since in a public address stated 
at $2,100,000,000, escapes anrually a just tax, 
according to the load imposed upon other 
property, of $42,000,000. If we seek the aver- 
age time that this privilege has been running 
it will be determined atabout five years. The 
loss thus sustained in these five years by the 
lreasury in taxes withheld by the bondholding 
class, and necessarily made up by the labor- 
ing class, swells, by the simplestrules of arith- 
metic, into the immense sum of $210,000,000, 
This amount, therefore, may also be added to 
that long and heavy column of clear gain and 
profit on the purchase of the bonds which I have 
already portrayed. When property is withdrawn 
from the support of the Government which 
affords it protection its value is increased ex- 
actly to the extent of the burdens which it 
escapes. 
margin of his riches by every dollar of taxes 
which he ought to pay but which is given to him 
by an iniquitous and unrighteous law. I know 
not how much will be borne by the laboring 
interests of this country; but if this dark and 
overshadowing crime embraced in our present 


financial policy shall long be tolerated, then 


| business of life. 

| I callupon the people of all parties and creeds 

| to sift and weigh my statements. I assail a sys- 

| tem, not individuals. I attack the principle and 
not the men engaged in banking. If any page 
of the world’s financial history has hitherto been 
blurred and stained by an outrage of such hide- 


ous proportions as this my eyes have failed to | 


discover it and my ears have not heard its damn- 
ing story. Nor has any living monarchy of 
to-day, in all the four quarters of the earth, a 
rank of nobility, its haughtiest and its loftiest, 
which so wantonly preys upon the industrial 


masses and so ravages their work-shops, their | 


vineyards, and their corn-fields as this privi- 
leged class whose daily doingsare in our midst. 
There is not a dukedom in England whose 
grants from the Crown are so rich as the dona- 
tions made by the present American policy to 
the bondholders. ‘There is not an earldom 
whose franchises are as great as the American 
bankers. The new nobles of France under 
the present empire acquired unbounded for- 
tunes from the ruins ot the Bourbons not so 
easily nor so suddenly as the favorites of legis- 
lation have here achieved by the oppression 





Thus the bondholder widens the || of labor. 


Sir, I have thus far carried and considered 
the manner in which the debt of the nation 
was created and the system of wonderful and 
amazing injustice which has sprung up from 
the laws upon which it is founded. ‘The paint- 
ing has been but feeble and unworthy of the 
great theme, but the picture is nevertheless 








let the laboring man of America welcome his || repulsive and revolting, because it has been 
It presents a 
sinister and shocking aspect to the tax-payer. 


slavery in name as he will have already done | drawn with fidelity to the facts. 
in reality. 






January 28, 
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| It stands revealed as a baleful monster. The 
| sight of it extorts*a desperate ery for relief, 
It cannot and will not be borne ; but shall w, 
|| therefore attempt to build the city of our refuge 
|| from this distress upon the shifting quicksands 
| of repudiation ? Mighty wrongs and the gall- 
_ ing sense of extreme injustice have driven many 
honest minds to embrace this fearful] doctrine 
and much more may yet follow with the same 
_ disastrous tendency. The issue is in the hands 
of the party in power. Iam not for repudia. 
'tion. { see in it neither safety or honor 
| The party of which I am a member has always 
| gloried in its obedience to constitutions, to 
| laws, and tocontracts. We were not in fayor 
| of repudiating one half of the pay of the gol. 
_dier and sailor, when it was done during the 
| war, by compelling them to take depreciated 
paper instead of the contract price for their per- 
ilous services. Our record has no tarnish such 
as blights and mildews that of the majority of 
| this House. If repudiation shall hereafter 
| come, to dishonor our name at home and 
abroad, it will be because the now dominant 
| party continuously and persistently enables the 
creditor class, the bondholding monopoly, to 
| violate their part of the contract and to plunder 
the people to an unbearable extent. ‘here 
| are two contracting parties on this subject. 
| | implore you who on this floor represent the 
bondholder’s vast pretensions to advise him to 
| Stay within the bounds of the law. ‘Tell him 
| that the advantages which the law actually 
gives him are so stupendous that the people 
| will not suffer him to break over it in order to 
obtain more. ‘Tell him to keep his part of the 
| compact with scrupulous faith. ‘Tell him that 
if he releases himself from its obligations he 
also releases the other party. Say to him that 
this is a settled rule of law in all the courts of 
| the world. Say to him that they who enforce 
contracts must first fulfill contracts; that if he 
repudiates the restraints of the law it will not 
then be repudiation for the tax-payer to refuse 
obedience ; that his default will cure the defal- 
cation of the other party; and that if he con- 
tinues to overleap the legal barriers which 
surround him the people will at last arise and 
drive him out as they would a marauding wolf 
from amid their folds and flocks. Tell him 
all these things in order that he may do his 
duty in sustaining the public credit and in 
| averting thiscalamity. Cease your lectures to 
| this side of the Chamber and turn your labors 
|| to that quarter where repudiation has already 
‘|| commenced. The people are true; it is cap- 
| ital that is faithless. ‘The people are sincere 
|, and generous; it is privileged wealth that is 
selfish and unscrupulous. The honor of the 
country may be preserved, but it must be done 
| by both parties to the covenant and not by one 
| alone. 
|| Sir, holding as I do that the people are will- 
ing to abide by their actual obligations, to 
make an honest settlement wiih their credit- 
ors, and to pay every dollar that they justly 
|| owe, it is very obvious that there remains still 
|| a great and fundamental question to be con- 
1 sidered. It remains, for the purposes of my 
argument, to ascertain clearly and distinctly 
what the ‘contract is and where its true inter- 
pretation places the rights of parties under it. 
There are great evils connected with it when 
justly interpreted, but the worst of those which 
I have pointed out arise from its false con- 
struction by that political party which now 
controls public affairs. I propose to try that 
| pernicious construction by the correct law of 
|| the case. 
||. There are four different plans for the pay- 
H ment of the public debt now in the minds of 
'men. The first and prime favorite with the 
'| bondholding capitalist is the present system. 
| He wishes no change at all. His exact views 
were reflected in the inaugural of the Execu- 
'| tive on the 4th day of last March. ‘The pay- 
ment of thedebt in coin, with no reduction of 
interest or departure from the policy hitherto 
prevailing, was then declared to he the chief 


| 
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corner-stone of the new Administration. The 
President spoke under the inspiration and in 
the powerful interest of unscrupulous wealth 
and against the equality and the rights of labor. 
He ranged himself on the side of heartless 
monopoly and against the lowly and the poor. 
He reared the banner of extortion overall the 
realms of industry. He declared himself the 
advocate of those who gather in from the peo- 
ple what they never paid out to the Govern- 


ment. 


He knew, or should have known, that | 


the Government had received less than four- | 
teen hundred millions for the sale of its bonds, 


as | have shown. Inthe interest of fraud and 
usury he announced a plan by which, if ad- 
hered to, the toiling tax-payers will be com- 
pelled to pay for thut less than fourteen hun- 
dred millions the almost incalculable sum of 


$4,470,918,980—an amount equal to one fifth | 


of the entire property of the United States; 
an amount more than three times as large by 


actual computation as the advancement made | 
by the purchasers of bonds when the nation | 


was bowed down in despair for the want of 
money. 


slightest support either in equity or in law. Is 
it equitable to compel a patriotic, self-sacri- 
ficing people to pay the national debt nearly four 
times over toa privileged class who never sacri- 


This illimitable scheme of plunder | 
proclaimed by the Executive is destitute of the | 


ficed one drop of blood, one dollar of money, | 


or one moment’s ease to hold fast the unbroken 
boundaries of the Republic? That it is not 
legal I will presently demonstrate. 

The second plan in the order of my con- 
sideration is of more recent origin. At the 
opening of the present session of Congress the 
Secretary of the Treasury laid his report on 
our tables. It announces a small deviation 
from the present system. There is an attempt 
to lead the laborer into the belief that some- 
thing at last is to be done for his benefit. The 
principle of funding is introduced and strongly 
urged. It is gilded over with the proposition 
to place the rate of interest at four and one 
half per cent. He says: 

“ The five-twenty bonds, amounting in the aggre- 
gate to $1,602,671,100, are either payable or will soon 
become payable.’’ 

This constitutes over three fourths of our 
bonded debt, even at its fictitious face. The 
importance, therefore, of its payment is at 
once apparent. The plan of the Secretary 
reaches only $1,200,000,000 of this amount, 
and for the remainder he advances no theory. 


| desired by those who own our bonds and con- 
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terity loaded by the same incumbrances that 
now rest upon them. The debt will become a 
permanency as a lasting investment for idle 
capital pensioned on the industry of the nation. || 
Its final liquidation is not contemplated nor | 


| trol the policy of the present Administration. 


| reluctant labor from any race of any color or 
|| kindred. 


| tory. 


| be met. I approach now the ideas of plain and 


Interest, interest, with its ceaseless, silent, 
frightful accumulations, will compel the tax- 
payer to pay it over and over again, and yet it || 
will never be canceled. The principle of fund- 
ing establishes an inexhaustible mine of gold 
for the bondholder and an‘eternity of hopeless | 
toil for the people. It is the doom of slavery as 
absolute and perfect as ever wrung unpaid, 


} 


It is whip, the scourge with which 
cruel and unrelenting task-masters from year | 
to year and from age to age will drive the 
American laborer to his daily servitude. It 
has long been known in England, and there 
enslaves the multitude and supports the nobility | 
in indolence and luxury. It isasfixed and per- 
manent, too, as the British monarchy itself, and 
will come to nospeedierend. Its introduction 
into our laws will create a rank of American 
nobility founded upon wealth and fix the badge | 
of serfdom upon the industrious citizen. It will 
totally subvert the entire spirit, meaning, and 
purposes of our institutions. ‘They were made 
by the people and for the people in the broad- 
est sense and not to enrich and elevate the 
favored few. The funding system, therefore, 
[ hold to be the worst known in financial his- 
It will never receive my support. 

I come next, however, to present a third way 
in which many minds now concur in thinking | 


solute faith in its legality and justice. 


( ports and interest on the public debt.” 


Administration, which is squandering millions of 
money by buying such bonds at a high rate of pre- 
mium when the Government had the clear right to 
redeem them at par.” 

On this doctrine I plant myself with an ab- 
The law 
which authorizes the issue of the national cur 
rency here mentioned says in very plain and 
simple words that it is ‘‘ legal tender for all 
debts, public and private, except duties on im 
If the 
people, therefore, owe anything else besides 
duties on imports and interest on the public 
debt the currency named in this resolution is 


a legal tender for its payment. ‘This is inevit 


| able and conclusive logic and calls for no elab 


oration. It is unanswerable. It risesat once 
by a bare statement to the full force of a 
demonstration. The bondsthemselves contain 
no stipulation on their face for gold. They 


| appear as any other contract to be satisfied by 


the payment of lawful money. 

This view of the law was not confined until 
recently to the party whose standard I follow. 
It was very common among the leaders and in 
the ranks of the majority on this floor until the 
incoming of the present Administration pro- 
claimed a new departure in the interest of un- 
taxed capital. The Senator from Indiana him- 
self [Mr. Morton] was its advocate, and the 
party of which he is so distinguished a member 
laid it down as their creed in their State con- 
vention two years ago at Indianapolis. The 
| same position was assumed by the same party 
in Ohio under the sanction of one of its Sen- 
ators, [Mr. SHerMAN, } so long the chairman of 
financeintheSenate. But who will ever forget 





that the national debt might with entire justice | 


| honest people who believe that the capitalist | 


Let us examine, however, how the tax-payer | 
will be affected by what he does suggest. | 


The provision which he asks is that new bonds 
be issued payable in coin; $400,000,000 due 
in twenty years, $400,000,000 due in twenty- 
five years, and $400,000,000 due in thirty 
years; that these bonds shall be exchanged 
for those now outstanding, and that they bear 
interest at four and a half per cent. in gold, 
This is what is known as funding the debt at 
a lower rate of interest. I call upon each one 
who hears me to make a calculation. By this 
plan at the end of thirty years, when the last 


installment falls due, the people will have paid | 


in gold interest the sum of $1,350,000,000, 
being $150,000,000 more than the principal 
which is thus funded, without reducing the 


principal a single farthing or having a single | 


cent of their hard earnings applied to its pay- 
ment. This policy signifies the repeated satis- 
faction of the debt without ever effecting a 
release from its unending demands. After a 
bondage of thirty years the labor of the country 


|| good also in behalf of a whole people. 


will be no nearer a land of liberty and rest than | 


itis now. After thirty years of ceaseless exer- 
tion the people will still be in a wilderness of 
taxation as thick and dense as that in which 
they wander and mournto-day. The mortgage 
of the bondholder on all their homes and farms 
and flocks and herds will yet remain exactly as 
heavy asitis at this hour. Their children and 
their children’s children will grow up around 
them subject to the same undiminished bur- 
dens; their estates will descend to their pos- 


who made no sacrifices for his country should | 
receive no more than his own; that he should 
have no vast and swelling speculation upon what 


| he advanced to his Government, when every | 
| other class advanced’'so much more than he 


did; that he is not a proper subject for public | 
charity ; that the mighty bounties which I have 
pointed out should not be bestowed upon him; | 


| that he has no claimsto be fed asa pensioner, 


and that if he was paid back exactly what his 
bonds cost him, with lawful interest on that 
amount, he should be fully and amply content. 
This would be thorough and absolute equity, 
and might lawfully be done under the contract. 

On the chancery side of the court there is 
always relief to be found against an extortion- 
ate transaction. ‘This is a well-known princi- 
ple between private individuals. It will hold 
They 
have been imposed upon and defrauded in the 
creation of the debt, and they may justly and 
without breach of the contract appeal to the 
great equities of the case. By the adoption of 
this principle the debt diminishes and shrivels 
away at once to comparatively narrow propor- 
tions. My calculations already made demon- 
strate how much of it is fiction, existing on 
yaper alone and destitute of consideration. 
(he day may now draw near when the usurer 
will gladly accept this proposition—take what | 
alone is his due in the sight of God and man, 
and ask leave to withdraw from the great high 
court of public opinion, where I lodge this 
arraignment, and where I plead for justice to 
all. 

But I now take my stand on the fourth and 
last plan, which I shall discuss. it embraces 
the payment of the debt, the relief of the peo- 
ple, the fulfillment of the contract, and the 
preservation of our national honor. It is con- 
tained in the following upright and noble res- 
olution adopted by the Democracy of Indiana 


| assembled in State convention on the 8th day 
| of this month: 


| made payable in gold or 


“ That we are willing to pay our national debt in 
strict compliance with our contracts whether it was | 
reenbacks, but we are 


| unwilling to do more than that; and we declare that | 


the five-twenty bonds are payable in greenbacks or 


| their equivalent; and we condemn the poliey of the 


the support which this construction of the law 
received here in this body? Do you not still 
hear the hot and bitter eloquence of your great- 
estleader? Doyounot freshly remember when 
the trenchant tongue of the celebrated member 
from Pennsylvania, Mr. Stevens, pronounced 
here in this presence that any other construc- 
tion was a swindle and a robbery? The dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
But er] is here and cananswerif his views have 
changed into harmony with the Administration. 
Sir, am I not supported by ample testimony 
and by many competent witnesses? Though 
they now fall off and abandon the cause of the 
people and follow the banner of extortion at 
| the command of the Executive, yet the record 
still survives to show what was their free, un- 
| biased construction of the contract. Though 
this House in March last enacted the wretched 
farce of attempting to inject a new meaning 
into a law then seven years old by declaring, 
under the guidance of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, [Mr. Scuencx, ] 
that the whole debt as it appears on paper was 
| payable dollar for dollar in gold, yet there 
stands the law, and there stands its interpret- 
| ation as given by him, who, as the then chair- 
man of the Committee on Ways and Means, 
drafted and defended it, Mr. Stevens. 
Mr. WOODWARD. If my friend from 
Indiana will excuse the interruption, | would 
| suggest that he does not do exact justice to the 
gold bill. It excepts from its operation all 
debts where the law of their creation provided 
for payment in currency. It did not change 
the question as to the five-twenties an iota. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Its attempt then failed. 
The law stands as it did before. The distin- 
guished gentleman from Pennsylvania, whose 
opinion as a jurist is so valuable, I am glad to 
| know intends to add the great weight of his 
| opinion to the position which I maintain. | 
thank him for doing so. 

The law, then, being plain and beyond doubt, 
what are the results which would flow from its 
| enforcement? The five-twenty bonds, amount- 
| ing to over sixteen hundred million dollars, 

are falling due now and will continue to do so 
during the next fifteen years. An issue of 
currency for their payment, according to the 
| demands oftrade and business from year to year, 
| would brighten the face of the whole country 
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with joy and relief, and at the end of that 
period the debt would be reduced to less than 
five hundred million dollars. An annual inter- 


= 
| 
|| it would restore, whose fainting industries it 


est of over a hundred million dollars in gold | 
will cease to drain and impoverish the people. | 


Three fourths of the debt would be paid, and the 
balance can be encountered with hope and 
without systematic oppression. 


Am I met by the cry of inflation? There is | 


not a business man in the land who does not 
know that contraction is now ruining and crush- 
ing every active and legitimate interest. The 
voice of distress is heard in every quarter. 
l'rom the West there comes an appeal for an 
increase of the circulating medium, strong and 


universal and rising high above the confines of | 


party organizations. The people are oppressed, | 


borne to the earth, and there is a clamor for 


relief. The wants of the country, the demands |! 


of trade, will carry $1,000,000,000 of a circu- 
lation, not only without injury but with pos- 
itive blessings to all classes of business and 
industry. ‘This is an increase of $300,000,000 
over the present volume, Let the people have 
this increase by issuing currency for that amount 
of bonds, and their taxes will commence dimin 


ishing and the prices of their commodities will || 
goup. Thenecessity forthis large volume of cir- | 
culation is apparent in our growing and swell- | 
|| the proposition that any measure before the 


ing population. ‘The vast enterprises which are 
opening up and redeeming the mighty realms 


which lie between the waters of the Mississippi || 


and the Pacific ocean; the great and valuable || 


staple products of the West and South, as well 
as the gigantic commerce of the northern lakes 
and the sea-boards of the Kast; the corn, the 
wheat, the cotton, the rice, the sugar, the 
tobacco, the hogs, the mules, and the cattle on 
thrice ten thousand hills, and all the other 
myriad productions of agricultural labor will 
absorb in the coming fifteen years an issue 
of currency sufticient to liquidate the five- 
twenty bonds. Railroads steamboats will 
lift up their giant heads to welcome the refresh- 
ing stream. [Employment would flow in upon 
those who now seek labor in vain. House- 
holds would smile with plenty which are now 
ining in want. The toiling millions would 
lave money as well as the untaxed masters of 
opulence, idleness, and ill-gotten treasure. The 
States that lie in the embraces of the Missis- 
sippi and its tributaries, from the far-off upper 
regions of snow down to the yellow groves of 
the orange, would have a circulating medium 
for their people as well as the more favored 
States that he on the northern coast of the 
Atlantic. And, above all other blessings, the 
people would emerge from the shackles of debt 
no part of which is now being paid. The loud 
pretensions of the Administration on that point 





j 
! 


| 


' would imbue with new life. 


Mr. CONGER obtained the floor. 

Mr. DAWES. 
Michigan [Mr. Concer] yield to me to make 
a suggestion ? 

Mr. CONGER. I will hear it. 

Mr. DAWLS. The gentleman from Indiana 
{Mr. Wittiams] in front of me is desirous of 


| addressing the Committee of the Whole upon 


a subject not germane to this bill. He is anx- 
ious, therefore, that I should move that this 
committee now rise in order that the House 
may afterward go into Committee of the Whole 


on the President's annual message, where more 


latitude of debate is allowed. 

Mr. CONGER. I do not yield for that pur- 
pose. I prefer to go on at present with the 
remarks | have to make. 

Mr. DAWLS. Very well; the gentleman 


is entitled to the floor, and of course will yield || 


or not as he pleases. 

Mr. CONGER. 
yet accustomed to the routine of the business 
of the House ; I am unskilled in the direct and 
indirect modes of attack or defense by which 
measures and men are here killed or brought 
to life; 1 am uncertain how far long-continued 
parliamentary usage will be held to establish 


House and the country, whether good or bad, 
desirable or undesirable, must hinge for suc- 
cess or defeat upon personalities, invective, 


| denunciation, or even upon mere partisan influ- 
||} ences; but, sir, I do know that outside of 
| this House among the people of our land, who 


sent you and me and every gentleman of the 
House to these high places of trust, whether 
we come from the clear lakes of the North or 
the tropic clime of the Gulf, whether we live 
where the sun first greets us at his early rising 
in the eastern flood, or where he appears to us 
in the successive hours of his triumphal march 
from ocean to ocean across this many-peopled 
continent, I do know that from this mighty 


| people a voice which will be heard above 


partisan strife, above personal rancor, above 
individual rivalry, is saying to us all, ‘* Legis- 


late for the good of the nation; make laws 
| for the Republic; bear in mind both our debt 


and our destiny ; avoid extravagance and par- 


| simony.”’ 


Sir, the nation may die from a wasted inherit- 
ance; it may perish from miserly restriction. 
Its fate is equally pitiable whether it be to 
waste away by extravagance and profusion or 


| idly ‘*to lie in cold obstruction and to rot.’’ 


W hat is the true rule of e3 pone 2.54 The 
necessity and welfare of the Republic.’’ Around 
that proposition statesmanship can safely rally 


can best be met by a single statement which is || its energies, patriotism gather its sympathies, 


proven by the record. ‘The interest-bearing 
debt when the last Administration closed was 


| 


and men of all parties unite. What measure 
of expenditure does the best welfare of the 


$2,049,975, 700. The Secretary of the Treasury || Republic demand to-day? That is the specific 


stated it a few days ago to be now $2,100,000,- 
000; an increase of $50,024,300. This is a 
stuL born fact. While taxation is mountain 
high the debt is actually rising higher. 

Sir, I plead to-day for a plan to change all 
this. I plead for it as the law of the contract, 
and as even more than a just remuneration to 
the bondholder for his advancements. I plead 
for it in the interest of the laborer, whose debt 


it will pay and whose appalling taxes it will at | 


once reduce. I plead for it in the name of 
every maimed and wounded soldier on your 
pension rolls, the price of whose flesh and blood 
you pay in discounted currency, while you 
pay the speculator in gold. I plead for it in 
the name of every widow and orphan made by 


the war, the purchase of whose tears and || 


broken hearts you provide for in depreciated 
paper. 1 plead for it in the sacred name of 
eternal justice, which now lies mangled and 
catego’ by the present flagitious policy. I 
plead for it finally in behalf of all the mighty 
interests of the country, whose languishing 
energies it would revive, whose drooping trade 


| 
| 
| 


' 
| 


| 


| 


| 
i 
i} 
i} 
li 


| or wrong. 


interrogation which in the discharge of our 


solemn trust each must answer for himself. 


Some gentleman complains that our expend- 
iture is greater than in the time of Washington ; 
another grieves that it exceeds the amount of 
thirty years ago; and still another that the 
wants of the Republic are greater to-day than 
in the sleepy-hollow paradise of Buchanan. 
And still, Mr. Chairman, the only question for 
us to decide is, what amount of expenditure 


| does the best welfare of the Commonwealth 


demand to-day? It is for me no answer to 
this inquiry that the estimates and appropria- 
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Will the gentleman from | 


Mr. Chairman, I am not | 





tions of Johnson’s administration were more | 


or less, were too high or too low, were right | 
I am not satisfied to learn from | 


the chairman of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions that this Administration asks more or less 
than any former one. 
demand to-day? It is no answer to weigh the 


estimates of this Administration with that of | 


any other. It does not prove this right and 
the other wrong, nor contrariwise. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 


| 
1 


What does the Republic | 


| 
it 
| 
| 


rT 


| 


| 

| 

| saken of his friends, nor is he captured by the 
| the stron 

| d 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
shall ever have my zealous labor to that end; 
| 
| 
} 
| 


_ or the loftier dictates of patriotism. 
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Dawes] assumed to impeach the Executive g; 
wrong by a comparison of estimates, by 4 
balance-sheet of appropriations, by a footino 
up of figures, and by a figure of rhetoric! 
Did he assert at all to this House or to the 
country that the estimates were wrong, werg 
unnecessary, were extravagant ? 

Nor does another distinguished gentlema, 
_ from Massachusetts, (Mr. Bur.er, ] in his ear. 
| est defense of the Executive and the Admin 

istration, plant himself upon the broad defens. 

that these estimates are such as the necegsjty 
and welfare of the Republic demands to-day. 
; That is the vital question; and I tell gentle. 
| 


men on this floor that if enlarged statesmap. 
| ship and far-seeing wisdom shall answer tha: 
| question affirmatively all these attacks, direc; 
| and indirect, upon the hero of scores of battle. 
| fields, the conqueror of rebellion, the regep. 
| erator of States, the calm upright man of 
| destiny and of the people’s choice, will retury 
to plague their inventors ! 

Sir, whatever politicians may say the people 
will still cling with brotherly devotion to this 
man who came out of their midst, who has 
shared their poverty and their toil and their 
honest labor of life. He stands to-day the rep. 
resentative of the commonality 6f America, 
the gift of her free institutions. He was called 
' from his obscure home to bear the banner of 
| victory before our battling legions—'‘ a cloud 
| of shelter by day and a pillar of fire by night" 
| through all those terrible days of darkness and 
Will this people forsake him to day? 
Will the calm majesty of the nation tremble 
| and flee from his side because the heathen rage 
| 


_and their leaders imagine a vain thing? |s 
our President to perish because of comparative 
| statements ; of the quarrels of his friends or 
the mournful reiterations of hisenemies? No, 
| Mr. Chairman; the President is not yet for- 


Philistines, or grinding for his enemies in the 

temple of Dagon. If it were so I would warn 

| his captors not to cause him to be brought into 

| their temple to make sport before them, lest 

man should bow himself to the 
| pillars and they, too, perish in the ruins. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield to no gentleman of 


| this House in my earnest desire to reduce tax- 
| ation, to lessen expenditure, to relieve labor 
| and industry of its burdens, to avoid all and 
| every unneccessary expense, to pay the public 
| debt, to furnish currency for the business of 
| the country, and to restore that currency as 


soon as may be to its real value. The people 


I have the honor to represent demand and 


| and I will not knowingly, either for them or 
| others, give my vote or influence to any meas- 


ure involving the expenditure of money from 
the Treasury unless [ believe that the neces: 
sity and welfare of the Commonwealth demand 


| it at the time. 


By that rule I propose to act, under that 


flag will I fight, and thus acting my people 


will sustain me. For the welfare of the nation 
they will endure taxatioa as they have already 
endured the terrors of battle, the loss of friends, 
the terrible deprivations of war. For the wel: 
fare of the Republic they will still submit to 
the inquisition of the tax-gatherer. They will 
still be curtailed of the comforts of life. They 
will yield all to the stern requirements of duty 
But they 
will be assured that the expenditure is neces: 
sary, is proper, is right. ‘They will know that 
each appropriation rests upon its own merits. 
They will care less what appropriations or what 
expenditure may have been made in the days 
gone by, whether too great or too small. The 
errors, the extravagance, the sins, even the trea- 
son of the past can be forgiven if not forgotten— 
remembered for theirsolemn lessonsof warning, 
but suffered to withdraw from our actual vision ; 
and even in the presence of the sorrowing and 
bereaved living will ‘‘ the dead past be permit- 


ted to buryitsdead.’’ But for the present and 
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for the future the people and the country will 
jomand of this Administration, o: this Con- 
ores. of this House, and of every Representa- 
ve that the rule of expenditure shall be no 
“a eno less than the actual necessity and wel- 
fare -¢ the Commonwealth requires. Let us 

d the demand. 
if the people believe that either an expend- 
‘ure or @ system requiring expenditure is 
hyrdensome under the present condition of 

country they will demand that it be re- 
noved. In that view they demanded the abo- 

tion of the franking privilege, or rather I 
-hould say they demanded the abolition of its 
buses ; ‘and in reply to that demand this 
House yesterday by an overwhelming majority 
yoted, not for the abolition of the franking 
privilege which the people demanded, but for 
cutting off all free delivery of mail matter of 
every name, nature, and description. Sir, the 
people did not demand that there should not 
be a free exchange of newspapers and period- 
‘cals without postage. The people did not 
lemand that our country newspapers should 
be deprived of free delivery within the county 
where they were published. They did not 
demand that this paramount protection of the 
country press against the rivalry and over- 
whelming diffusion of the great central news- 
papers should be abolished. Nor did the peo- 
ple demand that their sacred ‘‘ right of peti- 
tion’? should be trammeled by the inquisition 
of postmasters or the adhesiveness of stamps. 
Heretofore, sir, the petition of the people from 
the most remote hamlet in the land, from the 
pine forests of Maine or the ranche of the Rio 
Grande, from the sand-hillers of Carolina, or 
the Aleut ‘* who roamed on Oonalaska’s shore,’’ 
came free to this Hall under the rules of the 
House, the universal assent of the nation, and 
the organic laws of the land. 

Yesterday I sought to preserve these privi- 
leges from the effects of the bill introduced by 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads by offering an amendment to the bill 
as follows: 


ie 


the 


“Mr. Conerr. Will the gentleman yield to me 
fora moment? 

“Mr. Farnsworth. For what purpose? 

“Mr. Concer. I want to offer an amendment. 

“Mr. FarnswortnH. I cannot yield for that pur- 
pose. 

“Mr. Concer. I want to move to amend the first 
section of this bil] by adding to it the following: 

* Provided, Thatsuch repeal shall not prevent the 
delivery of newspapers free of postage within the 
counties within which they are published, or the 
free delivery of petitions from the people to Con- 
gress, 

*‘Mr. INGERSOLL. That is right; that is in the 
line of the proposition I made. 

“Mr. Lawrence. I thinkthatisright. 
vote for that amendment. 

“Mr. Keusey. J object to that amendment.’’ 


I want to 


But this House refused to consider it. Sir, 
these rights are no part of the franking priv- 


ilege which the people sought to abolish ; they 


are not even named in their petitions. ‘The 
petitions are explicit in their statements that 


the abuses of the franking privilege require its | 


abolition that the people may have ‘‘ reduced 
postage charges and enlarged mail accommo- 
dations ;’’ not enlarged postage charges and 


reduced mail accommodations, as that bill will | 


require in the particulars to which | have 
referred. 

Mr. Chairman, the people’s petition was 
drawn up with marvelous care. They express, 
all of them—for the voice of an aroused people 
comes to us with no uncertain sound, no great 
diversity of expression even—they express, sir, 
the wish of the people for reform, not destruc- 
tion. This is the demand of the people: 


ABOLITION OF THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America: 
The petition of the undersigned, citizens of ‘ 
respectfully represent: that the abuses of the *‘frank- 
ing privilege’ and frauds incident thereto have 
assumed such enormous proportions that its total 
abolition has become a necessity. It loads the mails 
with hundreds of tons of matter properly chargeable 
With postage, greatly increasing their weight and 





bulk and cost of transportation, and in many cases | 


retarding the transmission and delivery of legitimate 


| cheap postage charges which they desire. 
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correspondence. It isaspecial privilege the benefits 
of which accrue to the favored few at the expense 
of the many. It has been the fruitful cause of the 
large deficiency charged upon the national Treas- 
ury for the support of the Post Office Department, 
amounting to millions of dollars annually. It bas 
seriously impaired the usefulness and efficiency of 
the postal service in meeting the just expectations 
and increasing wants of the people in respect to re- 
duced postage charges and enlarged mail acommo- 
dations. For thes > and other reasons which might 
be urgéd your petitioners humbly pray that your 
honorable bodies will pass a law abolishing the 
franking privilege; and, as in duty bound, they will 
ever pray, Xe. 

And these sweeping conditions of the bill as 
passed by this House: 

‘The bill was read at length. The first section | 
provides that all laws and parts of laws giving the 
right to any officer or Department of the Govern- 
ment orother person to eithersend or receiy e through 
the United States mails free of charge any letter, doc- 
ument, or other mailable matter, areheret y repealed. 
rhe second section provides that this act shall take 
effect trom and after the first day of July, 1870.’’ 

Which abolishes not only the franking priv- 

ilege which the people demand, but also the 
Sir, 
I sought to amend this bill to make it conform 
to the wishes of the petitioners, and failing in 
that I voted for the bill, because among other 
things it contained what the people required. 
But, sir, 1 shall be much surprised if the coun- 
try does not yet demand that the provisions of 
my amendment shall become the law of the 
land once more. 

Now, sir, in regard to the bill before the 
committee. Are these estimates too high ? 
Let them be reduced. Aretheytoolow? Let 
them be increased. Does our civil service 
system need reorganization either for economy 
or for efficiency? Why not grapple the ques- 
tion like earnest men, and for once laying aside 
the partisan emulate the patriotism of other 
days and remodel the machinery of the Gov- 
ernment? Sir, the time has come when a great 
people, awakened to a knowledge of their | 
immeasurable strength by the developed an- 
tagonism of fierce conflict, will no longer sub- 
mit either to flattery or threats. They will not 
permit either their rights or their destiny to 
become frittered away either in these Halls or 
by a foreign Power. And, sir, he who gains a | 
victory over the rights of the people; who 
wastes the heritage of the nation, whether by 
fraud, chicanery, or partisan ascendency, in- 
stead of winning the spoils of victory, shall yet 
see himself— 


The desolator desolate, 

The vietor overthrown ; 
The arbiter of others’ fate 

A suppliant for his own,” 

I now yield twenty minutes of the remainder 
of my hour to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Buruer. | 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chair- 

Mr. BUTLER, of M husetts. Mr. C 
man, upon any other topic and under any other 
circumstances, after having trespassed so long 
upon the patience of the committee, I should 
not feel myself authorized to say a word more. 
if I had spoken upon this question of the esti- 
mates and appropriations of the Government 
from any personal thought or from any personal 


| feeling 1 certainly would forever after hold my 


peace. 

But I spoke the other day, and now let me 
add a few words of reply, in behalf of the 
Republican party and of the Republican Ad- 
ministration, to what my learned colleague 
{Mr. Dawes] said yesterday, for I think this | 
discussion is of the utmost consequence to that 
Administration. It can stand the assaults just 
made upon it by the eloquent gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Voornees,] in the beautiful 
phrases with which he has interested us; butit 
cannot stand an assault coming from its friends, 
who will not permit them to be answered, but 
startle us again with their reiteration. 

Mark, sir, that I have never used, and never 
mean to use, a single word of arraignment of 
the motives of my colleague. So far from doing ; 
so I used many words of explanation, many 
words of apology, accounting as wellas | could 


without ascribing any wrong motives for his | 
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actions in this behalf, which seemed to me to 
be anomalous. I call the attention of the House 
and of the country to the fact that in his speech 
of yesterday in reply to me he controverted no 
word, no figure, no calculation, and no esti- 
mate that I submitted the day before with a sin- 
gle exception, and that was as to the $4,500,000 
of error, over and above the error of $7,000,000 
which he admitted was in the estimate of the 
Post Office Department, which was one of the 
principal grounds of his charge of extravagance. 
Now let me give to the country once again, 
unincumbered by other figures, this item, so 
thal it cannot be misunderstood. In estimat 
ing for the amount necessary to carry on the 
Post Office Department for a year the whole 
amount of expenditures is first estimated for. 
Then the amount of revenues were estimated 
and deducted from the estimated expenditures. 
By this method the amount necessary to make up 
the difference between revenues and expend 
itures was found to be $4,500,000. But when 
that estimate was sent out the clerk, in making 
it up, apparently not understanding that. this 
amount was only a result, added that to the 
amount estimated as necessary to carry on the 
Department. But he did it with great impar- 
tiality ; because he did the samething in regard 
to the estimates of the Postmaster General of 
last year. Last year he made the Postmas- 
ter General ask for $30,000,000 instead of 
$24,000,000, by adding in $6,000,000 deficiency 
of that year, precisely as he makesthe Postmas 
ter General call this year for $4,500,000 more 
than he has estimated for by the same addition. 
So that still insist that the book of estimates 
is wrong tothe amount of nearly twelve million 
dollars in the Post Office Department alone. 
The whole speech of my colleague on yester 
day was to prove that he had read accurately 
the figures in this book of estimates. Nobody 
ever denied that he had done so; certainly | 
never did. Heread them with great accuracy 
when he spoke at first; he read them with equal 
accuracy yesterday ; andso the figures, being the 
same and reading alike, agree in each speech. 
Holding the floor with the iron hand of power 
he shut out everything like a word of explana- 
tion from anybody. At first I thought it was 
on account of personal feeling toward myself; 
but when my other colleague, [Mr. Hoar, | 
with that courtesy that distinguishes him on 
all occasions, asked for an opportunity to put 
in a word of explanation in behalf of the Sec 
retary of the Treasury, apparently to show that 
he had not misled the House by sending in two 
estimates, I was pained to find that even that 
apology was stifled in order that wrong state- 
ments might go out to the country, reiterated 
in the speech of the chairman of the commit- 
tee, so as to fasten, if possible, a charge of 
extravagance on his own former friend. 
Therefore the complaint 1 have to make 
against my colleague is that he read too accu- 
rately this book of estimates. He read it to 
the country; allits typographical and clerical 
errors, mistakes, and blunders. He put forth 
all these uncorrected figures, which he knew, 
or ought to have known, were erroneous, not 
one of which while he held the floor would he 
suffer to be corrected, as atrue statement of 
the estimated expenditures of this Adminis- 
tration in order to fasten upon it an attempt 
to deceive the people by false professions of 
economy. I complain, indeed, of his too great 
literalnessin adopting all errors as his weapons : 
and as he read | thought of the old maxim, 
Heerit in litera, herit in cortice—he who sticks 
in the letter sticks in the bark. There is the 
unfairness of his speech. ‘The great question 
for him to auswer to his party and the country 
is, why did he read these errors and mistakes 
at all and found on them charges against the 
Administration? Why, sir, it is most remark 
able that even his compliment to the learned 
Attorney General for making his estimates 
lower than the appropriations for that Depart- 
ment for the preceding year turns out to be 
founded on anotber clerical blunder. The 
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ai 
Attorney General has not in fact sent in any 
lower estimates than the appropriations that | 
were made for his predecessor. Both are 
exactly the same. And I complain again that 
when yesterday morning, in the committee- 
room and elsewhere, the fact of this clerical 
error in that estimate being called to his atten- 
tion, my colleague would neither make the 
correction himself during his speech, but re- 
read it, error and all; nor would he allow any- 
body else to make the correction. 
| declare such a course toward even an un- 
friendly Administration is not just. It is one || 
of the arts of a special pleader or an advocate, 
not the equitable utterances of a statesman ; 
it is the resource relied upon to make the best 
out of a bad case, instead of presentation from a 
high statesman-like plan of the great built-up | 
questions of the public expenditures of the | 


country. 1} 
Sir, | never was more struck in my life with || 
the difference that may be made by the mode | 


of presenting ® case than in comparing the 
declaration of my colleague in his first speech, | 
when he cried out to the House, ‘* We can hope | 
for no aid in economy of administration from | 
the other end of the avenue,’’ and his descrip- | 
tion which the necessities of his case wrung | 
from him yesterday. 
called upon the President of the United States, | 
taking under his arm this book of estimates | 
which had been his companion for six weeks. | 
i.et me remark, in passing, although it had been | 
his companion for six weeks he had not found | 
in that time a single one of the blunders in | 
figures it contained, although those errors were | 
to theamount of $11,000,000; the blunderin one 
case making against the Administration and | 
in another for his friend the Attorney General, || 
both of which he used to make out his case in | 
his first speech. If he had said that he had | 
slept with this book under his arm for six weeks | 
I should have understood the matter ; but that | 
he had not examined it even once in six weeks | 
is evident from the fact that he is now obliged | 
to admit that he had overlooked these errors, 
or, to take the fatal horn of the dilemma, that | 
knowing these errors he willfully concealed 
them in order to charge the other end of the | 
avenue with profligacy and extravagance of | 
administration. 
Now, with that book of estimates under his | 
arm he was advised to go to the President him- 
self, and went; ‘‘and I laid these estimates | 
and balances before him.’’ Now, what does | 


tle now tells us that he || 





my colleague say was the answer, ‘‘so like || 
him,’’ ‘*so true to himself?’’ I use his own || 
phrase. My colleague says: 

“Were I to state the simple truth of what passed 


between myself and him,so like him, so true to him- 
self, it would be a better vindication of him and of 


| 


me than anything that can besaid. He talked of 
economy; he said that his influence should be ex- 
erted to bring down these estimates. He said that 
he had made a personal examination of the estimates 
of the War Department; he knew the estimates of 
that Department better than others, and he thought 
that the estimates for that Department were cut 
down as low as they could be. After that statement 
from a man whose polar star in the administration 
of affairs is economy, I did not think it worth while 
to appeal from him to the Secretary.”’ 

Who has ever prevented my colleague from 
telling the simple truth about that interview? 
| assure him it would have been much better 
than anything he did say when he made his 
first. speech, Why did he not put before the 
country what ‘‘that man”’ so true to himself, 
whose polar star was economy, said, instead 
of putting forward erroneous figures and false 
estimates with a charge that no aid in favor of 
economy could be expected at the President's 
end of the avenue, to the disgrace of the Pres- 
dent and the dishonor of his administration ? 
Why did he not tell to the country that simple 
story of the manner in which the Executive 
of the nation met the leaders of his adminis- 
tration in the House of Representatives, offer- 
ing to go hand in hand with him in economy 
of the people’s money on that day, instead of 
reading those erroneous figures carelessly 
made up by clerks in bureaus? Why did he 





sen a 


| my 
| thought, 


substance, ‘‘I do not know about the other 
Departments, but the War Department I do 
know about. I myself went to that Depart- 
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|| not tell the country that the President said in 


ment and corrected its estimates and brought | 


them down to the lowest figure. I have brought 
them down as low as I can.’’ And in fact any 


| man who will look at the estimates of the War 
| Department will find that after the original 
estimates had been made two or three mil- 
| lions were deducted in different sums and at 


different places. If my colleague had given 
us in the first place this statement of what the 
President had said about his endeavors to 
reduce the estimates, and that his * polar star 


| was economy,’’ and that he was satisfied the 
| estimates of the War Department as revised 


are exactly as they should be; that he never 


called on the Secretary of War about them, || 


my colleague never would have heard one 


word from me in reply to his speech,whatever || 
he might have said about the estimates. With | 
|| that interview, so well described, between the 


chairman of the Committee of Appropriations 


and the President the country would have | 


been satisfied that whatever the estimates might 
be the expenditure would be all right, and my 
colleague might have battered away at the 
estimates as long as he chose. 





Had my colleague let the country understand | 


that the President’s attention had been drawn 
to the matter, and that with reference tothe War 
Department he had done all that he could do 
to secure the lowest possible reduction of the 
estimates, the country would have held the 
Republican party and the Administration en- 


tirely excusable for any blunders, errors, or | 
inadvertencies in the estimates of clerks. If | 


my colleague meunt to act a friendly part 
toward the Administration why did he not tell 


us at first, as he tells now, the story of his in- | 


terview with the President, which, as he admits, 
satisfied him so thoroughly that he went straight 
home with his book under his arm, turning 


| neither to the right or left to see the Secretary 


of War at all. Yet from those estimates of 
the War Department, which as General Grant 
informed him, and as he might have learned 
from an examination of the book which has 
been his ‘* constant companion’’ for six weeks, 
has been cut down from $50,000,000 to $38,- 
000,000, my colleague takes the $12,000,000 
so cut down as a part of his aggregate of the 
$49,000,000 which he charges as the extrava- 
gance of General Grant’s administration. If 
my reply to my colleague has done nothing else 


| of good but extort from him the story of his 


interview with the President, in my judgment 
it has accomplished much. 

I pass over what my colleague said about 
eing warmed into life and resuscitated. I 
had been tolerably lively for some 
time past and torpid by no means. [ Laughter. ] 


| If my friend thinks I have been torpid of late, 
| what will he think when I am warmed into life 


and waked up? [Laughter.] No, sir; thank 
God, I have never been warmed into life by 
any man or set of men. I have never had 


| around me any toadying clique or mutual ad- 


miration society to ‘‘boost’’ me higher than 
I could ‘‘clemb’’ myself. Let my colleague 
take no trouble on that score. I keep no news- 
paper under pay ; I have no newspaper reporter 
as clerk of my committee to trumpet my praises 
and record my exploits. While I am not easily 
warmed into life, I submit to my colleague I 
am still more hard to kill. [Laughter. ] 

But, sir, I think of all the statements I have 
ever heard and of the charges made by the 
chairman against the Adminstration this one 
was the most remarkable for its audacious 
coolness. I read from the ae of my col- 
league yesterday, as reported : 

‘Many of them result from abuses of long stand- 
ing. There are to-day five hundred officers of the 
Army off duty more than are necessary, supernumer- 
aries. Can any one tell me what the annual draft 
on the Treasury for their salaries is? Take the pay 


of a major as midway in rank as an average, and 
multiply that by five hundred, and you will find that 
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mee eee 


there is paid annually to these supernumerary offi- 


cers $1,250,000 as salary.” 


I agree with my colleague, but he has not 
understood the wrong of this army of idle off. 
cers. It is an abuse, a terrible ‘abuse, these 
| unassigned officers, who are sucking the life. 
| blood in taxation for their support out of the 
| country and have no duty to discharge; and 
| in this House we are indeed responsible for 
| thisgreatabuse. So far I am with my colleague; 

but I call on the House to remember that in the 
_ last session of the Fortieth Congress I intro. 
| duced a billin exact antagonism to the Commit. 
| tee on Military Affairs, which after a geat deal 
of debate passed through the Committee of the 
Whole, and reported to the House after a night 
session and a long discussion, a bill which eut 
off these supernumerary officers and to reduce 
the force of officersin the Armyonehalf. But, 
sir, | was beaten in the morning on that propo- 
sition of economy and correction of abuses, and 
the vote of my colleague, leading the column, 
| was the most potent engine for my defeat. 

[ think, sir, that it would be no sin against 
the decalogue, remembering that vote of my 
| colleague, to worship his speech wherein he 
arraigns the Administration for profligacy in 
estimating for the pay of too many officers of 
the Army. It is in the likeness of audacity to 
anything in the heavens above, or upon the 
earth beneath, or in the waters under the earth. 
{Laughter.] Tor, sir, in this arraignment of 
General Grant’s estimates he failed to mention 
that $1,500,000 of estimates was for the pay of 
officers, who he himself voted to keep in the 
service when he admits they were not needed, 
against his colleague, and against the majority 
of the Committee of the Whole, voting as he did 
against cutting off all these supernumerary ofli- 
Mr. Chairman, I have looked in the 
Globe to see whether I was accurate or not, and 
I find that Iam, as gentlemen may discover 
for themselves by turning to the seventy-second 
volume. 

Again, what I again say was unjust in my 
colleague is this: that he took this book of esti- 
mates and the estimates of the bureau officers 
of $831,000,000, with all their mistakes. «|| 
| their errors, and all their wrongs, and then 
put them before the country as the estimates 
of this Administration for its necessary ex- 
penses. When the Secretary of the Treasury 
sent in his report of the 6th of December last, 





;| at the same hour with this book of estimates, a 


| copy of which I have in my hand and a copy 
of which my friend has had as long as he has 
had the book of estimates—in that report 
Secretary Boutwell officially informs Congress 
that the entire expenditures of the coming 
year will be $291,000,000 only, including the 
interest on the public debt. With that author- 
itative statement made at the same time, sent 
to Congress on the same date, for the inform- 
ation of the House, with that authoritative 
statement of the estimated expenses of this 
Administration for the next fiscal year, my 
colleague sent forth to the country that the 
expenditures for that year are estimated by 
the Administration at $331,000,000, founded 
upon a recapitulation of the book of esti- 
mates, composed, as he now admits, with errors 
and blunders, one only of which amounts to 
$7,000,000 ; I say he puts forth that recapitu- 
lation, so full of blunders, as the correct est- 
mate for the expenses of this Administration. 

But what further does he attempt? Does 
he even compare that book of estimates with 
the book of estimates of the last year which | 
hold in my hands? By no means. He takes 
instead of that the amount set forth in the 
official communication of Mr. McCulloch, 
which is a report of expenditures precisely 
like this report of the present Secretary of tle 
Treasury, and he conceals or does not know 
the fact that the report of Mr. McCulloch, 
from which I will read in a moment, expressly 
leaves out all the estimated revenues, to wit: 
$18,000,000 nearly, of the Post Office De- 
partment, so that my colleague does not com- 
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«os eyen the book of estimates with book of 


‘mates of each year, because the book of 

‘imates has in it this $18,000,000 of esti- 
ed iP ost Office revenues. 

,greeably to a joint peapention of Congress, of 
ry 7, 1846, I have the honor to transmit esti- 
for civil service, including the e xpenses of 
n i ntercourse, internal revenue, courts, loans 

omain, deficiency in the revenues of the 

of » Department, (not the whole estimate, j 

I “other expenditures, except for pensions, 

d th he War and Navy Departments, &ec.”’ 
$303,000,000.’’ 

Notine ludin nathernmniatinnee of nearly eight- 

\lion dollars for the Post Office De »part- 
ent ehaes would come in from postages, the 
le amounts to $3803,000,000. The gross 
therefore, should have been $320,000,000 
least; but the gentleman compares the 
3,000,000 with the $331,000,000, leaving 
317,000,000 on the one side, but not taking 
the corresponding amount in the oflicial 
nort on the other side. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, when the gentleman 


id before him the reports of the two Secre- 
ries, why did he not say, ‘* The Secretary 
he Treasury estimates the entire expendi- 
ture = of this Government for the next year at 
291,000,000, while the Secretary of the 
reasury under Mr. Johnson’s administra- 
n estimated the expenditure for the last at 
=303,000,000.’’ ‘That is the true statement on 
e face of the reports; and therefore our Sec- 


tary of the Treasury—and I take pleasure in | 


lling him by that title of party companion- 
hip—makes an estimate $12,000,000 less for 
e next year than what was estimated by Mr. 
‘ohnson’s Secretary of the ‘Treasury for last 
ear. Then, if the gentleman pursued his 
investigations, he would find that Mr. John- 
1's Secretary of the Treasury left outin that 
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| of them in the way he has. 


estimate of $303,000,000 the entire $18,000,000 |; 


{the Post Office revenues, which are put this 
year in the estimates. 
| Here the hammer fell. } 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
derstand that my time has expired. 
the CHAIRMAN. I understood the gen- 


I do not 


‘leman from Michigan [Mr. Concer] to yield | 


twenty minutes of his time to the gentleman 
om Massachusetts. 


"Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. He yielded | 


1e the balance of his time. 
Mr. CONGER, I yielded the balance of 


my time, forty minutes, to gentlemen on that | 


side of the House, understanding that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. Bur.er] 
would occupy twenty minutes of that period. 
yield the remaining twenty minutes to the 
gentleman’s colleague, (Mr. Hoar. ] 
Mr. HOAR. I propose when [ am entitled 
to the floor to move that the committee rise. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. When I 


have finished the few additional remarks I 


have to offer I will yield the balance of my | 


time to my colleague from the Worcester dis- 
trict, [Mr. Hoar, | as I had agreed to do. 
Mr. HOAR. I propose, when I am entitled 
to the floor, to move that the committee rise. 
Mr. DAWES. W hen my colleague who is 
now addressing the Chair { Mr. Bur ER] has 


closed his remarks, I claim the privilege of say- | 


ing a very few words, and I hope my colleague 


on my right [Mr. Hoar] will not intervene to 
prevent me. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts from the Worcester district [ Mr. 
[loan] was recognized by the Chair as entitled 
\o the floor; and he now moves that the com- 

tee rise. 


lr, MOAR. I yield all the time I have left | 


my colleague [Mr. BurLer] except one 
thinute, 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chair- 
nian, | desire to say that while I occupied an 


‘ur and twenty-five minutes, my colleague | 


| Mr. Dawes] took over two hours yesterday, 
besides the time that was given him before. [ 
desire now only a little further time to bring 
this matter before the country, and I think as 
it was my friend who commenced the debate 
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balance of: 


KSSLON AL 


that I should be allowed togoon. The Chair 
and the committee will remember that I asked 
eave to make these explanations yesterday 
while my colleague had the floor, and although 
these statements of figures only which I the on 
desired to make would not have come out of 
his time, because he had unlimited time at his 
disposal, then he steadfastly and steadily re- 
fused to have one word said or one explana- 
tion made, 

Mr. Chairman, with your leave, I will pro- 
ce¢ -d. My colleague undertook to ch: arge me 

ith inconsistency in this: that I first de clared 
chat the estimates of Andrew Johnson’s Secre- 
taries were intended to e mbs arrass re adminis- 
tration of General Grant, by being lower than 
they knew they coul tome on the thioe ‘ronment 
for, and that then. in the Committee on oa ro- 
priations, I proposed to - that e ae still 
further down $20,000,000. And he sec an 
to think he had made a sulen at shes expense 
of his party and at my expense upon that 
ground. But, sir, | had said that they made 
their estimates withor it taking into account the 
unexpended balances of appropriations at the 
end of the then fise: al year ; and thereupon he 
says tome, ‘* Whoever heard ofthis unexpended 
.ppropriat ions before? When were 
they ever brought to the attention of the House? 
Who ever thought that the Comm rittee on Ap: 
propriations acted upon them ?’’ Lassume the 
gentleman did not know anything about these 
balances. If he had henever could have spoken 


pended balances, which in Mr. MeCulloch’s 
letter are put at $61,000,000, are in this book 
of estimates of last year $156,000,000 ; 
did take those unexpended balances into con- 
sideration when we made our appropriations 
last year. 

[ will, upon this point, appeal to a gentle- 
man whom I see before me, [ Mr. KE.sey, | 
who was my associate upon the Committee on 
Appropriations last year, and will ask him to 
correct me if lamwrong. Iask him if we did 
not cut down the appropriations for the Navy 
Department $16,000,000, on the strength of the 


$16,000,000 unexpended balance in the Navy | 


Department, and the appropriations for pen- 
sions $11,000,000, on the strength of the $11,- 
000,000 in the Pension Office then unexpended ? 
Did not wesend to Mr. Welles, and did not he 
revise his estimates in view of our action upon 
those balances, and bring in new estimates, 
which are now paraded before the country by my 
colleague? If Iam wrong in this let me be cor- 
rected. My late colleagueassents. lam right. 
I know well whereof Laflirm. We did take into 
account the unexpended balance of $27,000,000 
in those two Departments alone, and those 
$27,000,000 which Andrew Johnson’s admin- 
istration had on hand are now used by my col- 
league as part of the evidence in support of 
the ‘charge of extravagance against the admin- 
istration of General Grant as compared with 
that of Mr. Johnson, because these $27,000,000 
which he had on hand do not appear in his 
estimate which my colleague takes 
parison. 

My colleague proceeded to say further yester- 


day that there had been expe znded on all the | 
That my | 
When he says | 


navy-yards only $491,000 last year. 
colleague knows nothing about. 
only so much was e xpended, he means appro- 
priated, and thus misleads. Now, [hold in my 
hand an official paper, showing the fact that on 
the Ist of July, 1869, there waa in the Navy 
Department to ‘the credit of the appropriations 
for navy-yards the sum of $4,942,000, at least 
five times as so as my colleague stated was 
expenced last yea And sir, when yesterday 
1 offered him this official and authoritative 
statement while he was making his speech, 
instead of receiving it, he said ‘* I do not want 
any aid in making my speech.’’ That was his 
answer. If it had been made to me only when 
correction was offered him, I should have sup- || 
posed that it was because of personal feeling. 


As it was made to others when he had unlimited |} 


But those unex- | 


and we | 


or com: | 


GLOBE. 


| unexpended balances of 


865 


time, I suppose it was because he did not desire 
to make “ true statement of facts, but only to 
make a pl lea as an advocate, in the endeavor to 
sustain his ¢ harges. 

But, again, he complained with much empha- 
sis that those unexpe snded balances were the 
July 1, 1868 and 


that was two years ago. J agree that they were; 


| but when did we make e those appropriations ? 


; € nd oO 


In December, 1869, for the next fiscal vear 
beginning in June, 1869, and ending in July, 
1870, and shew were balances standing at the 
fthe last preceding fiscal year to guide 
us in making appropriations, so | could take 
no olhers. 

Now, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the 
committee, | have done my duty upon this 
question, and I have no fear of what the result 
will be during the six or eight months which 
the country will have to examine these facts and 


| figures before we enter upon the canvass for 


our return here as members of the Forty-Sec- 
ond Congress. Iam sorry to have disturbed the 


| equanimity of any gentleman who thinks that I 


| pn stions: 


have taken too long atime in debate. I do 
not think | have done so, considering all the 
time that has been given to my colleague. But 
i do desire in closing to ask; him, if he ever 

peaks again upon this subject, to answer these 
first, did you know at the time you 
read these estimates in your speech, to show 
to the country that $331,000,000 were the esti 
mated expe inditures of the Government, that 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the official organ 
of the Administration, had reported to this 
House that $291,000,000 only were needed, or 
$40,000,000 less were needed than you stated ? 
Did you know that fact, and if so, why did you 
not state it, in justice to the Administration, 
before you attacked the propriety of official 
conduct of every man at the other end of the 
avenue from the Presidentdown? Second, did 
you not know that you were comparing the 
estimates of this year with the Post Office rev- 
enue, estimated at nearly $20,000,000, in- 
cluded against the estimates of last year with 
the Post Office revenue estimated at nearly 
$18,000,000 excluded? Ifyou did know these 
facts, why did you not make the proper and 
just corrections, and if you did not know them 
why speak at all? I now yield the remainder 
of the hour to my colleague, [Mr. Hoar. ] 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to move that the com- 
mittee rise, but my colleague, [Mr. Dawes, | 
the chairman of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, desires to make a statement, which he 
says will take one minute. I yield to him for 
that purpose. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Chairman, I sought the 
floor merely to state that | did not think it was 
in the power of my colleague, [Mr. Burer, ] 
by anything that he could further utter upon 
the floor of the House upou this subject, to 
involve me in further debate upon it. 

What I have said upon this subject has gone 
to the country. What my colleague has said 
upon the subject has gone to the country. [| 
do not desire to add one word to or qualify 
anything I have said, and I am content with 
the judgment of the country; 1 am prepared 

and ready to move on to the work. 

Mr. HOAR. I move that the committee do 
now rise. 

Mr. LOGAN. I would like to ask one ques- 
tion of the chairman of the committee, and it 
is this: whether the floor has been farmed out 
especially for all the hours allowed for debate, 
so that no man except those who have been 
agreed upon can be permitted to speak on thi 
question ? 

The CHAIRMAN. That is a question the 
Chair cannot answer; the Chair has no knowl 
edge on that subject. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
mittee now rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘That motion is already 
pending, having heen made by the gentleman 
from Massac husetts, [Mr. Hoan. ] 

The motion was canaid to. 


I move that the com- 


— 
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‘The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Cessna 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, pursuant to order of 
the House, had had under consideration the 
Union generally, and particularly the special 
order, being House bill No. 974, making appro- 

tions for the legislative, executive, and 
dicial expenses of the Government for the 


year ending Juye 380, 1871, and had come to | 


uo resolution thereon. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 


rolled Bills, reported that they had examined | 
and found truly enrolled a bill of the follow- | 


ing tithe, when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (HU. R. No. 895) to amend an act en- 
titled **An actto admit the State of Virginia 
to repre ijtation in the Congress of the United 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. FITCH. Lask unanimous consent to 

port from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Vost Roads the annual post route bill for 
consideration at this time. 

Mr. WARD. Does the bill contain any 
legislation ? 

Mr. FITCH. It does not contain any legis- 
tion except forthe establishmentof post routes. 
lt is precisely like bills passed every s ession 
lor the same purpose. 

No objection was made. 


Accordingly the bill (II, R. No. 1007) to | 


establish certain post routes was received, and 
read a first and second time. 
lhe bill was then ordered to be engrossed 


and read athird time; and being engrossed, | 


it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed, 

Mr. FITCH moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


mm) 


Lhe latter motion was agreed to. 

CLERK FOR COMMITTEE ON BANKING, 

Mr. GARBPIELD, of Ohio. I ask unani- 
mous consent to submit the following resolu- 
tion for consideration at this time: 

Nesolved, That the Committee on Banking and 
Currency be authorizedto employ aclerk, during the 
remaining sessions ofthe Forty-First Congress, at the 
rate of six dollars per day. 

This resolution explains itself. The com- 
mittee are now authorized to employ a clerk, 
but the pay allowed him is not at all adequate 
to compensate him for the duties he has to 
pertorm., 

The SPEAKER. 
House this resolution must be referred to the 
Committee on Accounts. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
have no objection to that. 

The resolution was received and referred to 
the Committee on Accounts. 


AMENDMENT OF RULES. 


Very well; I 


Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following resolution ; which was read, con- 
sidered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Rules be in- | i { Le! L 
| Kentucky, for the abolition of the franking 
| privilege. 


structed to inquire into the expediency of so amend- 
ing the rules of this House that propositions to 
change old or to establish new post routes sball be 
referred té the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


toads as other petitions are now referred to com- || 
mittees, and notin the form of separate bills or joint | 


resolutions, 
COMMERCE BETWEEN STATES. 


Mr. DAVIS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1008) to regulate com- 
merce between the several States in respect to 
certain commercial paper; which was read a 
(‘rst and second time, referred to the Commit- 


tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be | 


2 } 

printed, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS TO-MORROW. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, 
how adjourn. 


The SPEAKER, 


Under the rules of the | 








I move that the House || 


. } 
Before putting the ques- || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| tion on that motion the Chair will state that || 
| this morning before the House was full it was 


ordered that the session of to-morrow be de- 
voted to debate only as in Committee of the 
Whole. The gentleman from New York, Mr. 
CuvurcHiLh, will please occupy the chair to- 
morrow as Speaker pro lempore. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I will withdraw my mo- 


tion to adjourn and yield to the gentleman | 


from New York, [| Mr. Reeves. ] 
TAX ON FARMERS AND GARDENERS. 

Mr. REEVES. I ask unanimous consent 
to submit the following preamble and resolu- 
tion for consideration at this time: 

Whereas the acting Commissioner on Internal 


Revenue has construed the act of June 30, 1864, as 
amended by the act of July 13, 1866, to authorize and 


| require the imposition of the special tax paid by 


produce brokers upon farmers and market gardeners 
who sell the productsof their own farms or gardens 
from stalls or stands, thereby levying a direct tax 
upon the productionot the prime necessaries of life: 
‘Lherefore, 

Be it resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be directed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting at the earliest practicable moment a 
joint resolution declaratory of the true intent and 
meaning of the said act in the particular above 
referred to, or, if in their judgment such a course bo 
deemed necessary or desirable, then to report a bill 
amending the act in question so as to remove the 
grounds forthe interpretation put upon the act by 
the acting Commissioner. 


No objection was made ; 
and resolution were received and adopted. 
NAPOLEON B. GIDDINGS, 


Mr. ASPER, by unanimous consent, reported | 


from the Committee on Military Affairs a bill 
(H. R. No. 1009) for the relief of Napoleon 


3. Giddings ; which was read a first and second | 
| time, recommitted, and ordered to be printed. 


PAYMENT OF KANSAS TROOPS, 


Mr. ASPER also, by unanimous consent, 
reported back from the Committee on Military 
Affairs a bill (11. R. No. 112) to authorize the 


| settlement of the claims of the State of Kan- 
sas for services of the troops called out by the | 


Governor of that State, upon the requisition 


of Major General Curtis, to repel the invasion | 


of General Price; which was ordered to be 
printed, with accompanying papers, and recom- 
mitted. 


RECONSIDERATION OF REFERENCES, ETC. 
Mr. SCOFIELD moved to reconsider the 


| various votes by which bills, &c., had been 
referred and recommitted since the rising of | 
the Committee of the Whole; andalso moved | 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the | 
| table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
And then, on motion of Mr. ELDRIDGE, 


(at four o’clock and thirty minutes p. m.,) the 
_ House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 


_under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


committees : 


By Mr. ADAMS: A petition of sundry cit- 


_izens of Garrard county, Kentucky, for the 


abolition of the franking privilege. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Laurel county, 


By Mr. ARCHER: The petition of Bridget 
Hart, for bounty land. 

By Mr. ASPER: The petition of John Cong- 
don, of Montana, asking the passage of a bill 
to pay him for horses turnished for military 
service in Montana. 

Also, the petition of George S. Kemp and 
24 others, citizens of Douglas, Gentry county, 
Missouri, asking the repeal of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, the petition of D. B. Heath, of Sul- 
livan county, Missouri, asking the repeal of 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. ALLISON : The petition L. S. May- 
nard and 89 others, citizens of Iowa, praying 
Congress to abolish the franking privilege. 


| others, citizens of Iowa, praying Congre 





| Connecticut, asking for the abolition of 


and the preamble | 














January 28, 


Also, the petition of L. Darling and 97 
others, citizens of lowa, praying Siteiiress 2. 
abolish the franking privilege. oe. 

Also, the petition of H. C. Kimball 


and 


° . : e. "s 8 to 
abolish the franking privilege. 


Also, the petition, with accompanying })| 
g bil 


| and references, of George W.Jones,attorney ¢ 


the heirs and legal representatives of John |)... 
Jones, deceased, citizens of the United Stato: 
praying Congress for the passage of an act o, 
tending the benefits of an act approved Augns: 
4, 1854, and also to quiet the titles to certa;, 
lands in the State of Illinois claimed by the 
heirs of said Jones. 
By Mr. BARNUM: The petition of H, 
Gates, postmaster, and 136 others, citizens of 
Litchfield, Litchfield county, Connecticut, pray 
ing Congress to abolish the franking privilege 
Also, the petition of Lorenzo Tupper and 
others, citizens of Lakeville, Litchfield county, 
franking privilege. ‘ 
Also, the petition of Francis A. Sanford and 
43 others, citizens of Redding, Fairfield county. 


| Connecticut, praying Congress to abolish tie 


franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Noah Hoyt and 19s 
others, citizens of New Canaan, Fairfield coun. 
ty, Connecticut, asking for the abolition of the 
tranking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Frederick Griswold and 
others, citizens of Milton, Litchfield county, 
Connecticut, praying Congress to abolish the 


| franking privilege. 


By Mr. BECK: A petition of a number of 
citizens of North Middletown, Bourbon county, 
Kentucky, praying for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of a large number of cit- 
izens of Winchester, Clark county, Kentucky, 
praying for the abolition of the franking priy- 
ilege. 

By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The 
peiition of K. I. Webster and 39 others, cit- 
izens of Chelmsford, Massachusetts, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of John Mead and 69 others, 
citizens of West Newton, Massachusetts, for 
the same purpose. 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
Joseph T. Pease and 78 others, citizens of 
Edgartown, Massachusetts, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of David W. Maxwelland 
60 others, citizens of Dartmouth, Massachu- 
setts, praying for the same. 

Also, the memorial of Wm. H. Nickerson 
and 37 others, citizens of Eastham, Massachu- 
setts, praying for the same. 

By Mr. BURCHARD: A petition of citizens 
of Illinois, praying for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Lanark, Illi- 
nois, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

3y Mr. CAKiG: A petition of citizens ot 
Jonestown, Lebanon county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Lebanon, Pena- 
sylvauia, asking for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. CESSNA: The petition of Benjamin 
Gardner, a soldier of the war of 1812, ior 
bounty and pension. 

Also, ten petitions of citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania, asking for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. CHURCHILL: The petition of Join 
Farnham and 81 others, citizens of North Han- 
nibal, Oswego county, New York: of Stepher 
Griffith and 51 others, citizens of Gilber' s 
Mills, New York; and of J. 8. Lucas and °1 
others, citizens of Madison, New York, ter 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. COBB, of North Carolina: The peti: 
tion of Dr. E. C. Robinson, of Norfolk, Virginia, 
asking removal of his political disabilities. 
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Mr. COOK: A petition of citizens ot 


by oe * : : 

‘q. Llinois, for the aboliuon of the franking 
Lege. i . 2 ’ ak 

~ Mr i ARNSWORTH: The meriorial 


ips apers of George SS. Siniain. for additional 
- FERRISS: The petition of William 
“Barnes a for re lief. 
Ry Mr. FINKELNBURG: A petition of 
‘st. Louis Medical Society, praying for 
sed rank to naval medical oflicers. 
» Mr. GILFILLAN: A petition of the 
evs of the Crawford County Medical So- 
\{ Pennsylvania, praying that the proper 
may be accorded to medical officers of 
N avy, Ke. 
Also, a petition of citizens of New Bethle- 
m, Clarion county, Pennsylvania, praying 
sbolition of the franking privilege. 
Alea, one of like import from citizens of 
Sparansburg,Crawford county, Pennsylvania. 
‘Also, from citizens of Coope rstown, Venan- 
county, Pennsylvania, of like import. 
Also, from citizens of Crawtdrd county, 
Pennsylvania, of like import. 
Also, from citizens of Sharpsville, Mercer 
iny, Pennsylvania, of like import. 
Also, a petition of citizens of New Lebanon, 
Mercee county, Pennsylvania, of like import. 
By Mr. GOLLADAY: A petition of sundry 
tizens of Grider, Cumberland county, Ken- 


tucky, in favor of abolishing the franking 
privilege. 
By Mr. HALDEMAN: The petition of 


Gritith Jones, Langhorn Wistar, and others, 
citizens of Duncannon, Perry county, Penn- 
vivania, for the abolition of the franking 
rivilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens 
York county, Pennsylvania, 
f the franking privileg ge. 

By Mr. HALE: A petition of 
Calais, Maine, asking for le 
elief of American shipping. 

By Mr. LAY: Petitions from Clement and 
Lebanon, Illinois, praying that the franking 
privilege be abolished. 

By Mr. HILL, [Omitted from yesterday’s 
report: ] Petitions for the abolition of the 
franking privilege from 5,638 citizens of the 
following-named towns in the fourth congres- 
sional district, and from Newark, New Jersey: 


of Dillsburg, 
for the abolition 


citizens of 
sgislation for the 


Wykerton, Livingstone, Hohokus, Morris- 
town, Middleville, Ogdensburg, Waterloo, 


Fairview, Schraalenburg, Bellville, Crossville, 
Windham, Bloomingdale, Drakesville, Ram- 
sey’s, Closter, Boonton, Deckertown, Water- 
ville, Fort Lee, Stony Brook, Madison, Still- 
water, Rockaway, Flanders, Walpack Center, 
ser Branchville, Layton, 
Park, Saddle River, Papakating, Stanhope, 
Pompton Plains, Orange, Hackensack, Green- 
village, Sparta, West Melford, South Orange, 
Wawayanda, Milburn, Coldwell, Newton, 
Budd’s Lake, Chatham, Lafayette, Newark, 
Wast Orange, Cardstadt, New Vernon, Smith’s 
Mills, Walnut Grove, Millington, Hamburg, 

Newfoundland, Irvington, New Bridge, 
Drakestown, Hibernia, “Lodi, Hanover, Little 
alls, Passaic, Pompton, Whippany, Mont- 


om Paterson, Dover, Englewood, Stock- 
10lm 


By Mr. HOAR: The petition of W. B. Har- 
ris and others, of West Boylston, Massachu- 
setts, for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of C. W. Hodges and 
others, of Foxborough, Massachusetts, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of James Allen and others, 
of Daleham, Massachusetts, for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. HOLMAN: The petition of Hon. 
Smith Vawter and 151 others, citizens of 
Vernon, Jennings county, Indiana, for the 
bolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Wallis Wilson and 54 
others, citizens of Elizabethtown, Bartholomew 
county, Indiana, for the abolition of the frank- 

ing privilege. 


THE 


Rutherford | 


CONGRESSIONAL 


Also, the petitic 1of Colonel J. | Vi on 
and 200 others, citizens of Laurenceburgh, 
Indiana, for the abolition f the franking privi 


lege 


Also, the petiuion of Charies Jolley and 50 


otners, citizens of Lo ran, De arborn county, 
Indiana, for the abolition of the franki privi 
leg we, 

Also, the petition of William Swift and 37 
others, citizens of Dover, Dearbor a county 
Ine omen for the abolition of the franking privi 
lege. 

Also. the oa Ff Cant ee Nt 

Aliso, the petition of Captain Samuel M. 


Jones and 46 others, citizen of Versailles. 
Ripley county, Indiana, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Robert Haddock and 
51 othe son, ailinena ial Brig rht, Dearborn county, 
Indiana, for the abolition of the frankinvg i rivi- 
lege. 


Also, the petition of William Jennings and 


42 others, citizens of Spades, Ripley county, 
Indiana, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege 

Also, the petition of George W. Elrod and 


coe 


54 others, citizens of Llrod, 
Indiana, for the 
privilege 

Also, the petition of Garrett 
others, citizens of I'armers’ Retreat, Dearborn 
county, Indiana, for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. JONES, of Kentucky: A petition 
of citizens of Grant county, Kentucky, to 
abolish the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of 
Boone county, Kentucky, for the 
the franking privilege 


Es...) 
Lviprevyv 
d 


abolition of the 


county, 
‘ } 
i1ranwnIDg 


> ” 
bosee and oV 


Bellevue, 


abolition of 


By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of the 
. ; eae SC Dinew! | ' 
iron and steel works of Birmingham, Connec- 
ticut, for reduction of duty on steel, and 


against increase of same. 

By Mr. KERR: The memorial of Asal’. L. 
John IT. Yeager, and 150 others, citi- 
zens of Harrison county, Indiana, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also,the memorial of Tobias Moser, Matthew 
Churchman, and 12 others, citizens of Byrn- 
ville, Harrison county, Indiana, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of Ad- 
mirals I'arragut and Porter and 74 others, 
officers connected with the United States Navy, 
praying Congress to enact a law to divide the 
retired and reserved lists into two classes, &c. 


Jone s. 


By Mr. LOGAN: ‘The petition of Major 
Benjamin I". Reynolds, for relief. 
By Mr. McCARTHY: The petition of N. 


S. Griggs and 59 others, citizens of Harford 
Mills, Cortland county, New York, praying 
Congress to abolish the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of W. P. Vanvetchen and 
39 others, citizens of Elbridge, New York, 
peeve Congress to abolish the franking privi- 
ege 

“Also, the petition of Elisha D. Sabin and 53 
others, citizens of Howlett Hill, New York, 
praying Congress to abolish the franking privi- 
lege. 

‘By Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri: A peti- 
tion of furniture manufacturers and dealers in 
upholstery materials in the city of Boston, 
asking Congress not to raise the duty upon 
imported hair-seating or hair-cloth. 

Also, a similar petition from furniture manu- 
facturers and dealers in upholstery materials in 
the city of New York. 

By Mr. MeC RARY : The petition of Charles 
Hirt, late musician in sixth regiment lowa 
infantry volunteers, and late private in thirty- 
seventh regiment Illinois infantry volunteers, 
praying to be placed on the pension rolls. 

Also, the petition of Michael Costello, late 
private company B, thirty-seventh regiment 
lowa infantry volunteers, praying to be placed 


on the pension-rolls. 
By Mr. McGREW: A joint resolution of 
the Legislature of West Virginia, Opposing a 


duction of the duty on foreign coals 


GLOBE. 


By Mr. MAYNARD: Phe petiti not Captain 
James M. Adkisson, of Tennessee, praying to bi 
reimbursed pay and expenses of recruiting. 

Also, a petition of citizensof Bull Run, len 
nessee, praying the abolition of the 
privilege. 
iy Mr. MOORK, of New Jersey: The p 
tion of C. P. Abbott ‘ 
citizens of Woodbury, 
the franking privilege. 

Also, re petition of N. N. Stratton and 
f Mullica Hill , New Jerse y, to al lish 
the franking privilege 

Also, the petition of J. E. V. Platt 
others, of Bridgeport, Jersey, for the 
repeal of the franking privilege 

By Mr. MERCUR: Ape tition of } oS citaze 
of Macedonia, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for the aby 


liege 


lranking 


postmaster, and 


New Je rs 


y, to abou 


olbers, 


ana 
WwW . 
iINCW 


ition of the franking priv 


Aiso, a petitir n of 66 citizens, of Dushore 
Sullivan county, Pennsylvania, praying for th 
abolition of the franking ry 

Also, the petition of C, 
Woodin, and others, citi 
lumbia county, Pennsylvania, praying that a 
careful and searching examination be ma 
‘gations and data upon.whict 
cial Commissioner of the Rev 


dackson, C 


Berwi Ch, 


ann of C 


of the all 
D. A. Wells, Spe 
enue, ba: 


Lo tue 


es his erroneous conclusions in regard 
operation of the tariff laws. 

a petition of 73 Wilm 
Bradford unty, Pennsylvania, praying foi 
the abolition of the franking privileg 

Also, a petition of 92 citizens of Orcutt 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, praying tor 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 70 citizens of Laceyville, 
Wyoming county, Pennsylvania, praying tor 
the abolition of the franking privileg 

Also, a pe tition of 179 citizens ot C anton, 
Bradtord county, Peunsylvania, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 42 citizens of Overton, 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, praying tor 
the abolition of the franking privilege 

Also, a petition of 43 citizens of North Rome, 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, paae ig fur 
the abolition of the franking privilege 

Also, a petition of 41 citizens of Corney 
I'lat, Wyoming county, Pennsylvania, praying 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 43 citizens of I’ ranklin 
dale, Bradford county, iacasaieeie praying 
for the abolition of the franking privileg: 

By Mr. MORRELL, of Pennsylvania: The 
petition of Me ssrs. Sutt & Underhill, woolen 
manufacturers, of Little I’alls, New York, and 
507 of their ome loyés, praying that a special 
— searching examination be made of the alle- 

gations in the report of Commissioner Wells. 

Also, the petition of the Saxony Woolen 
C ompany, manufacturers of woolen flannel, 


Also, ciuzens ol 


Cro ek, 


| and 72 employés, expressing the belief that the 


| pretended statistics of the 


Special Comm 
sioner of the Revenue will be found to be er: 
neous upon examination, and praying for such 
examination, 

Also, the petition of John M. Z, ok and 152 
others, protesting against any change in the 
tariff laws suggested by a free trade league 
representing alien interests, and praying for a 
reduction of duty on tea, coffee, and 
necessaries not produced in this country. 

By Mr. MUNGEN: The pe tition of James 
K. Agne w and 114 others, citizens of Wyan 
dot county, Ohio, for the abolition of the frank 
ing privilege. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of . 
Hendricks and 99 others, citizens of 1’ 
burg, Indiana, praying for the abolition of th 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. PE rE RS: The paren s of William 
Flowers and others, of Bangor, Maine, for 
abolition of all duties on coal. 

Also, the petition of W. 2} 
of Brewer, Maine; and of 


and others, of Burlington, 
: 
i 


ot he i 


Newell and other 


Theod re Paylor 


Maine, 1Or pre 


ostages. 


pay- 


nent of all domestic 
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Also, the petition of Amanda L. Strong, of 
Maine, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Francis Milton, of 
Oldtown, Maine, for a pension for services in 
the war of 1812. 

By Mr. POLAND: The petition of Ziba A. 
Marsh and others, of Bridgewater, Vermont, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Rev. Josiah Divoll 


and others, of Vermont, praying foran amend- || 


ment to the Constitution so that the supremacy 
of God and the authority of His word be ac- 
knowledged therein. 

Also, the petition of John I’elch and others, 
of Vassumsic, Vermont, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. POM KROY: The petition of George 
Hammond and others, of Le Grand, Marshall 
county, Iowa, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, the petition of Ek. O. Thompson and 
others, of Rock, Cerro Gordocounty, Iowa, for 
the same purpose. 

By Mr. REEVES: The petition of Eugene 
W. Davis, George C. Corwin, D. M. Corwin, 
and 88 others, citizens of Suffolk county, New 
York, for an appropriation to improve the 
channel of Peconic river, in said county. 

Also, the petition of Marcus B. Hands, Clark 
l.. King, Daniel B. Soper, and 48 others, citi- 
zens of Amagansette, Suffolk county, New 
York, for the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege, 

sy Mr. SARGENT: A petition of citizens 
of Lincoln, California, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Contra Costa 
county, California, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Florin, Cali- 
fornia, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of San Leandro, 
California, for the same purpose. 

by Mr. SMITH, of Ohio: A petition of cit- 
izens Of Miamiville, Hamilton county, Ohio, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of l'armers’ Sta- 


tion, Clinton county, Ohio, for the abolition of | 


the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of George W. King and 
others, citizens of Georgetown, Brown county, 
Ohio, forthe abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Fincastle, 
Brown county, Ohio, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Loveland, Cler- 
mont county, Ohio, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 


Also, a petition of citizens of Pancoastberg, | 


l'ayette county, Ohio, for the abolition of the 
tranking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Leesburg, 
Highland county, Ohio, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Newmarket, 
Highland county, Ohio, for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. SMYTH, of Iowa: The petition of 
John Wilson, of La Motte, Jackson county, 
lowa, and 41 others, citizens of that place and 
vicinity, asking for the abolition of the franking 
privilege, 

By Mr. SPINK: The petition of Enos 
Stuisman and 24 others, citizens of Pembina, 
Dakota Territory, praying for the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

ly Mr. STILES: A petition of citizens of 
{latboro’, Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Spring House, 
—ee county, Pennsylvania, to the same 
elfect. 

By Mr. STRADER: The petition of Dr. A. 
i). Heighway and 10 physicians of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, praying for a law to regulate the rank 
and privileges of the medical officers in the 
Navy. 

By Mr. STRICKLAND: The petition of 
A. lt. Bradbury, of Menominee, Michigan, and 
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39 others, for aid for the Deer Creek and Mar- 
ble Quarry Railroad Company. 


Also, the petition of H. P. Bird, of Oconto | 


county, Wisconsin, asking the right of way for 


Deer Creek and Marble Quarry Railroad Com- 
pany; and asking a grant of land to aid in the 


construction of said road. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of Amos 
Sage and others, of Forrestville, Connecticut, 
and of George J. Wood and others, of Ellington, 
Connecticut, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, remonstrances of Pratt, Whitney & Co., 
Rt. I’. Blodgett & Co., and Francis & Co., 
of Hartford, Connecticut, against any further 


| duties on imported steel. 


sy Mr. SWEENEY: A petition of citizens 


| of McLean county, Kentucky, for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 


By Mr. WARD: A petition of 1,046 citizens 


| of the twenty-seventh congressional district 
| of the State of New York, in favor of abolish- 


ing the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts: 
The petitions of David Peck, and 50 others, of 
Sunhedend: Massachusetts, and C. W. Warren 
and 100 others, of Gardner, Massachusetts, 


| praying for the total abolition of the franking 


privilege. 


By Mr. WELKER: The petition of John 


| A. Clark and 34 others, citizens of Wadsworth, 


Medina county, Ohio, asking the abolition of 
the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of A. Oberholtzer and 32 
others, citizens of Poe, Medina county, Ohio, 
on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of W. H. Backus and 47 
others, citizens of Oberlin, Ohio, on the same 
subject. 

Also, the petition of H. M. Redington and 


400 others, citizens of Elyria, Ohio, on the | 


same subject. 

Also, the petition of Orlando Wilcox and 150 
others, citizens of Hinckley, Medina county, 
Ohio, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of J. F. Smith and 45 
others, citizens of Holmesville, Holmescounty, 
Ohio, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of William Jones and 29 
others, citizens of Black River, Lorain county, 
Ohio, asking the reduction of taxes on ship- 


| building materials. 


By Mr. WINANS: The petition of C. C. 


| Norton, postmaster, and 29 others, citizens of 


Selma, Clarke county, Ohio, for the abolition 


of the franking privilege. 


By Mr. WITCHER: The petition of John 
W. Appleton and 50 others, citizens of Wald- 
ingfield, Kanawhacounty, West Virginia, pray- 
ing the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of W. Noys and 80 others, 
citizens of Roane county, West Virginia, and 
J. E. Slottings and 75 others, citizens of Boone 
county, West Virginia, praying for the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satrurpay, January 29, 1870. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m., Mr. 
Cuvrcui.vin the chair as Speaker pro tempore. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier. 

The reading of the Journal of yesterday was 
began, when 

Mr. CESSNA moved that the further read- 
— the Journal be dispensed with. 

he motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. HaMLin, 
one of its clerks, announced that the Senate 
had passed a bill (S. No. 435) for the tempo- 
rary relief of the poor and destitute people in 
the District of Columbia, in which the concur- 
rence of the House was requested. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Agreeably to 


the order of the House, the only business in 
order to-day is debate as in Committee of the 

















January 29. 


Whole on the state of the Union upon the 
President’s annual message. The gentlem,, 
from Indiana [Mr. WILLiAMs] is entitled to :1,.. 
floor. : 


GOVERNMENTAL CONTROL OF RAILROA Ds 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, the subjec 
which I design at this time to discuss bei), 
the House is one involving no party OF politica! 
feeling. It is a subject reaching far beyo, 
any consideration of thatkind. I speak t-da, 
for the laboring agriculturists of the great 
West, who are unrepresented upon this floo, 
I speak upon a subject which is now excitin. 
the interest of the whole population of thj. 
country from ocean to ocean. I speak jy 
anticipation of that great battle which ere Joy. 
is to be fought in this country between lalo,; 
and combined monopolies—a battle whic} in 
the importance of its results is excelled on|, 
by the great battle which was fought in t\;, 
mind of Milton between the archangels and th, 
adversary of man. ‘The question now to come 
before this country is whether its toiling mi). 
lions, as the tax-gatherer pays his periodica| 
visits, shall be borne down with oppression |) 
these moneyed monopolies and their earning, 
taken to fill the coffers of the aristocracy, 

On the 20th of December last I had ti, 
honor to introduce a resolution touching th, 
constitutional power of Congress to regula. 
for the protection of the agricultural interests 
of the great Northwest the charges for freigiits 
and passengers upon railroads passing throug), 
two or more States. ‘That resolution, which | 
make the foundation of my remarks to-day, | 
with its preamble as follows ; 

_ Whereas it isthe duty of the Congress of the United 
States toatford protection to all the industrial, many 
tacturing, and mechanical interests of the country 
equally ; and whereas by the construction and con 
solidation of extensive lines of railway, exten 
from the sea-board to the agricultural States of t\ 
West, and extending through two or more Siates; 
and whereas such railway companies by their cou 
solidation have become such gigantic monopolies as 
to control the entire lines of transportation from 
producing States of the West to the eastern marke 
and whereas by their regulation of freight tarifl 
their several lines of railways they have adopte! 
such exorbitant, oppressive, and unequal rates tor 
the transportation of the agrieultural and other pro- 
ductions of the West as to consume in charges in 
transit more than one third of their entire value, 
while the manufacturing interests of the Hast 
protected by a tariff on imports of foreign gous 
coming in competition with the manufactures of thy 
Unites States, thereby discriminating against th 
agricultural and other productions of the West, cou- 
pelled to seek amarketat the sea-board; and whereas 
by the eighth section of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States it is provided, among the enumerated 
powers of legislation vested in Congress, that the 
Congress shall have the power to regulate commerce 
with foreign nations and among the several States; 
and whereas doubts may exist whether under tli 
Constitution Congress has the power to regulate and 
limit the rates of freight on lines of railways passing 
and extending through two or more States: There- 
fore, . 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the constitutional power oi 
Congress to legislate, or to enact such laws as shall 
protect the great agricultural and other producing 
interests of the West, by limiting the rates of tarill 
on such productions from the West to the sea-board 
where said railways extend through two or more 
States, and to report the result of such inquiry to 
this House for further action. 


Anticipating an affirmative report when the 
same shall be made from the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, and from an examination of the highest 
judicial decisions bearing upon that question 
since its introduction, which I find embodied 
in the very able report made to this House on 
the 9th of June, 1868, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals by its chairman, Mr. Cook, 
I am clearly of the opinion that Congress does 
possess the power to protect the commerce 
among the States, by limiting the rates o! 
charges on freight and passengers in all cases 
where railroads extend through two or more 
States, and where they become the avenues over 
which is transported the commerce of the 
country. 

Commerce among the States may be defined 
to be the interchange of merchandise or com- 
mercial commodities between two or more 
States. The section of the Constitution to 
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ch I refer says that Congress shall have 
r to regulate commerce among the sev- 
States. The purpose and true construc- 
f this provision of the Constitution I in- 
vives to Congress full power to do and per- 
| things necessary in the way of legis 
‘on to insure to commerce its unrestricted 
ansit from one commercial point to another 
chere the same is transported through two or 
re States by any means of transportation, 
chether by water or by land. The power to 
ulate commerce, under this section of the 
Constitution, I assert gives to Congress the 
sit to charter and incorporate the channel 
rough which the commerce of the several 
states shall pass as full and complete as the 
mmercial wants shall require additional 
hannels of transportation, and includes the 
right unquestionably to regulate and limit the 
ites of charges for freights and passengers. 
\ny other construction of this provi sion of the 
Constitution would give to the States the power 
) fetter commerce and bind her toa local pol 
y, by which each State by her legislation might 
barrass or totally destroy the commerce of 
several States by unfriendly legislation. 
deed, one of the motives which prompted 
framing of the Constitution was to pro- 
it the States from the embarrassing legis- 
tion which might result from local jealousies 
h their sister States and local interests 
ming in conflict with the other States, pre- 
free commercial intercourse upon a 
orm basis of equity and justice to the inter- 
tate commerce of the country. 
Congress has always exercised the power to 
event the obstruction of our navigable water 
urses which were used for the transportation 
‘commerce between two or more States, and 
1e constitutional power to do so has been 
-d by numerous judicial decisions. (Works 
‘Seaman Railroad, 5 McLain, 526; 
Terry Haute Railroad Company, 6 McLain, 
7; Devoevs. Penrose Ferry Bridge Company, 
American Law Jurist, 79.) Mr. 
ry truly: 
‘The power given to Congress in the Constitution 
rerulate commerce among the St: ites is an unqual 
i power, not limited to any particular branch nor 
stricted to any specified instruments of commerce, 
ue power conferred is nota power to regulate navi 
ion, but the power to regulate commerce, and if 
meree be not limited to the interchange of com- 
dities and the intercourse of per i 


2 


rm all 


) 


Jolley 


Cook says 


sons by boats and 
els, or by navigable waters, then the power of 
igress is not limited to the regul: ition of navig 
monly. The necessity is the same for the exercise 

Congress of the power to regulate commerce car- 

lon by railway as that carried on by steamboat. 

i@ reason for the power is the seune, The 

f power in the Constitution applies, by its terms, 

jually to both. Commerce among theseveral States 

not at this day exclusively or even mainly carried 

n by water; other instruments of comuierce are now 

sed unknown to the framers of the Constitution, but 
vhich seem as plainly within the letter of the C 

titution as theinstruments of commerce which were 

known tothe framers of that instrument. In the case 

Gray vs. The Clinton Bridge Company, reported in 

e American Law Register for January, 1858, Mr. 
Justice Miller, of the Supreme Court of the United 
states, Says: 

“** Navigation, however, is only oneof the element 
fcommerce, It is an element of commerce becaus 

ifforda the means of transporting passengers and 
erchandise, the interchange of which is commerce: 
elf. Any other mode of effecting this would be as 
uch an element of commerce as navigation. When 
; transportation or interchange of commodities is 

irried on by land it is commerce as well as when 

rried on by water, and the power of Congress to 
sulate it is as amplein the one case as in the other. 
Lie “‘commerce among the States” spoken of in the 
mstitution must, at the time that instrument was 
lopted, have been mainly of this character, for the 
eamboat, which hascreated our greatinternal com- 
neree on the rivers, was then unknown. 

‘Another means of transportation equal in im- 
ortance to the steamboat has also come into exist 
ence sine e the Constitution was adopted, a means by 
vhich merchandise is transported across States and 
kingdoms in the same vehicle in which it started. 
Che railroad now shares with the steamboat the mo- 
The one has, with great 
enefit, been subject to the control of salutary con- 
essional legislation because it is an instrument of 
momeree. Is there any reason whythe other should 

? liowe ver this question may be answered in 

ird to that commerce which is conducted wholl) 

hin the limits of a State, and is therefore neither 
ign commerce nor commerce among the States, 
ems to me that where these roads become parts 


grant 


of great hig hws ays of our Union, transporting acom- 
merce which embraces many States and destined as 
some of these roads are to become the channels 
hich the nations of Europe and Asia shall 
interchange thei ir com! noditie 8, the sre can be no rea- 
on to doubt that to regulate them is to regulate 
commerce, both with foreign nations and among the 
States, d that to refuse to do this is a refusal to 
discharge one of the 
Federal Government. As already intimated, the 
shackles with which the different States fettered com- 
merce in their selfish efforts to benefit themselves at 
theexpe nse of tneir confederates was one of the main 
causes which led to the formation of our p resent Con- 


through w 


most important duties of the | 


titution. The wonderful growth of that commerce | 


since it has been placed exclusively under the con- 
trol of the Federal Government has justified the wis- 
dom of our fathers. But are we to remit 
valuable part of that commerce again to the control 
States, and to the consequent vexations and 
burdens which the States may impose through whose 
territories it must be carried on? And must all thi 
be permitted because the carrying is done by a 
method not thought of when the Constitution was 
framed? 

*** For myself, I must say that I have no doubt of 
the right of Congress to prescribe all needful and 
proper regulations for the eonduct of this immense 
traflic over any railroad which has voluntarily be- 
come part of one of those lines of interstate commu 
nication, or to authorize the creation of such roads 

when the purposes of interstate transport: ation of 
a rsons and property justify or require it.’’ 


} 
the most 


of the 


Mr. Speaker, there are numerous other judi- 
cial decisions that might be cited in support 
of the constitutional power of Congress to regu- 
late the interstate commerce of the country, 
by giving to the fast and rapidly developing 
commerce of the interior States from the sea- 
board such protection as shall permit them to 
transport their productions to market upon 
terms as fair and equitable as the other States 
bordering onthe sea-board. My motto is equal 
rights for the agriculturist as well as the man- 
ufacturer, and to do this it is the duty of Con- 
gress by approp yriate legislation to prohibit 
combined associated railroad mo nopoli ies from 
extorting and mailing the producing 
States of the West to enrich the gold-gamblers 
Kast, who own and 
onopolies, and the only 


black-: 
and stock-jobbers of the 
control gigantic m 
way to do this is to limit the 
from the West to the eastern markets to a fair 
and reasonable rat 
[am not claiming that on the subject of 
regulating the pine 3 Con- 
gress possesses the power to fix or limit the 
rates of charges of freight « - passengers on 
roads wholly within the Seaceale s of a State. 
But I do insist that Congress , possesses the 
full and complete authority, under the provis 
the Constitution to regulate the com- 
ng the States, to limit the rates of 
freight on these continuous lines of rail 


these 


charges on freight 


commerce among 


ion ol 


merce amo 


iways 
extending through two or more States; and 
the millions of the producers at the West 


demand of the American Congress the ex- 
ecution of that ey C ongress not only 


owes this imper tive duty to the prod lucers of 
but i the millions of the la 
of the East, who toil in your factories and 
are fed out of the abundance of the produc- 
tions of the great West, the storehouse of the 
empire, she who offers to feed all Europe if 
you will but say to her ‘‘ You shali be protected 
against these soulless and godless Sai 
monopolies who are drinking the life-blood of 
her industry by extortionate the 
transportation of her productions to market.”’ 
Mr. Speaker, we are told that this power 
to limit the tariff on railroads has never been 
exercised by Congress. Admitit. And why? 
At the adoption of the Iederal Constitution 
railroads were unknown; but as the aewaueing 
tide of civilization went westward to pe ople it 
great plains, States equal to empires of them- 
selves sprung into existence with a soil unsur- 
passed in fertility anywhere on the face of the 
globe; and to-day the great West, at the adop 
tion of the Constitution the home of the red 
man, is proclaimed the granary of the wor!d. 
Many of these States are remote fro:n tle sea- 


the West borers 


Charges On 


board, the commerce of which must pass ove 
these extensive and continuous lines of rail- 
ways owned and controlled by railway kings 


whose motto is submission to our extortionate 
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charges, or your wheat, oats, and corn may rot 
in your granaries without a market. 
Sir, are we told to point to the precedent 


where Congress have legislated limiting the 


rates of freight and fare on our navigable rivers ? 
I answer there never has been a necessity on 
the part of Congress for such legislation ; the 

navigation on our great rivers was open to 


| competition to the world, and no monopoly 


would or could become so large as to contro! 
the navigation of our rivers. sut, sir, the rail- 
road monopolies are vastly different. Within 
the last five years, the four great lines of rail- 
ways from New York and Philadelphia west 
have become consolidated, and these consoli- 
dated lines of railways extend through four or 
live States to the city of Chicago, a distance 
of one thousand miles, and new consolidations 
are talked of extending to the Pacific railway 
at Omaha. These four lines of railways con 
trol the carrying trade six months in the year 
from the States of Minnesota, lowa, Wiscon- 
sin, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, of their entire 
productions seeking a market at the sea- board, 
acommerce, sir, of near one thousand millions 
in value per year; and I assert that these four 
monopolies, by their extortionate charges upon 
the productive industry of these States, have 
chained in their coffers of unjust gains over 
ten million dollars during the year 1869 by 
their high and exorbitant charges. Shall this 
licensed larceny be continued by Congress 
under the plea that the right of eminent domain 
is in the several States, and that Congress 
has no right under the Constitution to protect 
twenty million people and their productions 
from the merciless grasp of these blood-suck- 
ing vampires? Is it possible that a Constitu- 
tion made by our fathers and amended fourteen 
times by their sons, is so weak and defective 
in its provisions that twenty millions of 
laboring population must become hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for four gigantic 
monopolies, who, by important franchises and 
consolidation of continuous lines of railways, 
control the transportation of the wealth of one 
fourth of the country; and whose extortionate 
tariffs are as unchangeable as the laws of the 
Medes and Persians, only to be increased as 
the avarice and cupidity of its managers dic 
tate ? 

Sir, look atthis vast commerce of the West, 
around which these monopolies cling with as 
fatal results as the anaconda coils around his 
victim. There were shipped from the city of 
Chicago, during the year 1869, to the sea-board, 
as the official statement of the Board of Trade 
will show, the following: barrels of flour, 3,099,- 


192; bushels of wheat 
9 


bushels of 
corn, 28,273,197; bushe ls of oats, 17,417,178; 
bushels of barley, 1,952,131 ; eaitaie a total in 
bushels from that one port, for the year 1869, 


77,952,131 bushels. 


> 229 F710. 
, 16,: 562,712; 


There was shipped from the city of Toledo 
for the same year, as appears be the ollicial 
statement sent me by the Board of Trade, grain 
as follows : 930,110 barrels of flour ; 7,086,300 
bushels of wheat; 4,603,936 bushels of corn ; 
1,351,057 bushels of oats ; 101,079 bushels of 
rye 380, 407 bushels of barley ; making a total 
of 18,173,417 bushels. Passe d through by rail 
and not iis ped, flourand wheat, 2,389,540 
bushels; making a total shipment of cereals 
alone Soni the West from these two cities in 
1869 of 96,125,548 bushels of grain. Estimating 
one half of this to be transported by railroad i 
would amount to 48,562,774 bushels. By an 
examination of the market it will be seen that! 
when wheatis worth e igh ity- five cents at Chicago 
it is quoted and sold in Philadelphia and New 
York at $1 20; making a difference between 
the two cities of thirty-five cents per bushel. 
Counting five per cent. as commissions, these 
railroad monopolies receive for 


48 562,774 bushels of grain tne im of 14, 
968,312. 
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into calculation the shipment of merchandise 
rom the East to the West, or the residue of 
farm products, cattle, &c., shipped over said 
lines, which, at a fair and remunerative com- 
pensation, could be carried for less than nine 
milliondollars. It willthus beseen thatthe four 
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| 
| inillion people must bow submissive at the feet | 


'| of railroad monopolies, who are without God | 


'| and without hope in the world? 


through lines from Philadelphia and New York | 


to Chieago have pocketed the sum of $5,668,312 
10 be divided to the watered stockholders o 

these corporations or to be used in gambling 
in the stock market in Wall street, every dol- 
lar of which is the unjust gains taken from the 
producers of the West. And are we to be told 
there is no halm in Gilead?’’ Is there no 
physician there? Sir, Congress under the 


power of the Constitution isthe physician, and | 


on behalf of the millions of the agriculturists 
of the West and of the laboring operatives of 
the East, who are the consumers in part of 
these products, | demand the application of 
the remedy. The prescription may be nauseat- 
ing to these monopolies and the remedy may 
deplete the well-filled pockets of railroad kings, 
but the life of our western commerce demands 
the application, or the vital energies of com- 
merece will die and it will be said of us, ‘* You 
knew your duty and did it not.”’ 

Mr. Speaker, an examination of the full 
extent of our interstate commerce would as- 
tonish the world. The following statement of 
the value of imports and exports from the 
city of Toledo for ten years past will show to 
some extent the growing commerce of the 
West; and I append it hereto for the consider- 
ation of such as desire to examine it, and to 
show that the star of empire is on its western 

} 


Inarch: 


Importa, Export, 





GG cri cnttbii ninetnee $179, 452,650 $197,814,241 
1807 . 167,786,626 185,145,096 
186 » 161,652,507 181,529, 496 
TROD . 158,967,000 177,547,671 
ISo4 $1,180,366 95,005,758 
RODD co dcidstintenatinitiianibnitanknenl 46,727,704 52,243,627 


sieannauniennionercsesiiin aay, Sa 35,460,031 

The imports from 1858, $31,700,085, have 
increased to $179,452,650, [xports from 1858, 

:5,460,031, have increased to $197,814,241. 

I regret that Tam unable to give the exact 
shipments of the productions of the western 
States which are transported by railway from 
Cincinnati and St. Louis and Detroit tothe sea- 
hoard; but estimating them in a corresponding 
ratio with the two cities named I am warranted 
in saying that the unjust and enormous charges 
of the railroad monopolies imposed unjustly 
on westera commerce for three years passed 
would amount to enough to construct and equip 
a first-class double-track freight railroad from 
the city of New York to the city of St. Louis. 
And I am free to say that asa last alternative, 
should these combined monopolies prevent 
the proper legislation to limit their tariffs on 
aa now constructed I am in favor of a char- 
ter being granted by Congress for the construc- 
tion of a great national freight highway be- 
tween the cities named, with the right of Con- 
gress to limit its charges and regulate its tariffs 
so as to protect the interstate commerce among 
the several States, and if necessary to secure 
its completion give to it congressional aid by 
proper subsidies, that commerce shall go free, 
unrestricted by tariffs of these combined mo- 
nopolies, to the consumers at the the sea-board. 

Sir, when these great interests of commerce 
appeal to Congress to exercise the power under 
the Constitution for their protection are we to 
be told, sir, that the right of eminent domain 
belongs to the States, and that Congress has no 
power to charter corporations for the purpose 
of meeting the demands of an increasing com- 
merce without cringing like whipped spaniels 
at the feet of a State, or that Congress has no 
power to regulate commerce among the sev- 
eral States so as to restiict or limit the charges 
for freight or passengers on continuous lines of 
railways traversing two or more States; or, in 
other words, that there is no power inthe Con- 
stitution express or implied to protect the 
commerce of the country, and that thirty-eight 


Sir, the doctrine of State sovereignty being 


| supreme over the sovereignty of the General 











eens 





| State-right abstractionists shall 
| policy on our statute- book—that the combined 


Government was forever settled by wager of 
battle in the civil war through which the nation 
but lately emerged, when treason surrendered 


its last sword on the surrender of Lee to your | 


chieftain Grant, and the people of the United 
States have consigned it with slavery, that gave 
it birth, to its final and ignoble grave, and with 
the pen of iron and the blood of your murdered 
patriots have written upon its tombstone no 


| resurrection forever. 


Sir, when the time shall come, and I pray 
God it may not come in my day, when these 
ingraft that 


capital of railroad monopolies shall plant its 


| iron heel of oppression on the necks of forty 


million of the people of my country, whose best 
energies are being devoted to develop its vast 
resources and make it preéminently the proud- 
est nation on the face of the globe—sir, then 
there will come up a party in this land ignoring 
all political associations, throwing aside party 
tenets, who will assert the true principles of 
the Constitution and overturn all parties who 
have proved recreant to the Constitution and 
the commercial interests of the country, as 
Christ overthrew the tables of the money- 
changers in the temple. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask members of this House 
to reflect and ponder well the results which 
will follow the doctrine of the right of eminent 
domain in the States, which will, as they say, 
exclude all power of the Constitution to per- 
form this great national work of protecting the 
commerce of the country against monopolies. 
Sir, what will you do when the territory now 
traversed by the Pacific railroad shall become 
States, and to which near sixty millions of the 
money of the tax-payers of the nation have 
been given as tle to enrich its stockholders 
and open up a highway to the Pacific for the 
commerce of the world? Will the power of 
Congress cease to control or regulate its traffic? 
Sir, if the doctrine of the right of eminent do- 
main belongs to the States, when that event 
shall take place your power to legislate for the 
Pacific railway, to protect your commerce in 
transit from ocean to ocean, ceases, and you 
add to the list of these monopolies the monster 
who, like the rod of Aaron, swallowed up the 
rods of the magicians, will swallow up all the 
others, and dictate to an empire the price at 
which it will transport the productions of Asia 
and of the Pacific coast to your own great 
markets, or the works of the artisan of New 
{ngland and Pennsylvania to the Pacific, then, 
sir, these railroad kings will ‘‘ laugh at your 
calamity and mock when your fear cometh.”’ 
Sir, | remember when treason planted its 
huge columbiads on the heights of Arlington 
and pointed at the flag waving from the Dome 
of this Capitol, threatening the destruction 
of the citadel of liberty, the Chief Executive 
of the nation said there was no power in the 
Constitution to coerce a State or preserve the 
life of the nation, and a great party of this 
country shouted ‘Hallelujah, amen;’’ but, 
sir, the loyal masses of the Republic arose in 
the majesty of their power and declared by a 
solemn oath before God that the life of the 
nation should be saved. ‘They, sir, girded on 
the armor of war and the earth trembled 
beneath their mighty tread, and after four long 
years of terrible war the life-blood of three 
hundred thousand patriots sealed the covenant 
that stands out to the world to-day in vindi- 
cation of the Constitution of the fathers and 
the right under it to preserve its own vitality. 
And now to-day we see Mississippi and Geor- 
gia and other States whose hands were once 
red with the blood of our heroes coming into 
the Union, and as they behold our glorious 
ensign floating from the nation’s Capitol, cov- 
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January 29, 
ered with stars and throwing out scintillatio, 
of light to the oppressed people of the world, 
bowing at the feet of the Constitution jn 4)' 
humility, with ashes upon their heads and . 
cloth upon their backs, repeating in the pre 
ence of Republican power the old Presby. 
terian hymn: a 
‘* And are we yet alive, 
And do we still rebel ? 
*Tis wondrous, ’tis amazing grace 
That we are out of hell.” 
[Great laughter. ] 
Mr. Speaker, in sight of your own capital js 


all 


SACK. 


| a practical solution of the effect of this doctrine 


that the Constitution by reason of the right of 
eminent domain in the States cannot charter or 
incorporate arteries of trade through and ever 
which the commerce of the nation may pass, 
I mean the Baltimore and Ohio railroad—, 
monopoly without soul, body, or parts purely 
spiritual. See this mighty monopoly, which 
has grown rich and impudent over the spoils 
stolen trom the visitors and business men of 
the States who come te legislate for your 
country or pay a visit to the tomb of Washing. 
ton. Sir, at the city of Baltimore the traveler 
is met with the tax-gatherer of this monster 
nonopoly and he does not give you time to 
ask the question, ** Is it lawful to pay tribute to 
Caesar ?’’ but says, ‘‘ Your thirty cents, sir, into 
the treasury-box of Garrett, or you shall not 
behold the capital of the nation.’’ ‘The tax. 
gatherer who stands in the great highway to the 
nation’s capital is a man of extensive rotundity 
and brazen eflrontery, and his name, as | haye 
indicated, is Garrett. He says to every citizen, 
‘* You must pay thirty cents into my coffers or 
you cannot go to Washington.”’ I fancy as he 
complacently places the proceeds of this lar- 
ceny in his pocket I hear it sing as it reaches 
its destination at the bottom, ‘* Farewell, vain 
world; | am going home.’’ [ Laughter. } 
That railroad corporation cannot do even as 
the publican. It does not even come beture 
Congressand say ‘‘ have mercy on measinner;"’ 
but, like the Pharisee, it standsin the temple and 
says, ‘I thank God I am not as others are; | 
have received $3,000,000 capitation tax from 
the people, and paid not one cent to the General 
Government.’’ And it is not like any other 
corporation in the country, for it was the only 
corporation in the country that refused to com- 
mute the fare of the soldiers who came patriotic- 
ally to defend the Government and to save even 
that road itself from destruction. Like Shylock 
it always clamored for its pound of flesh, even 
when the country was bleeding at every pore. 
To show how little deserving of respect or 
favor this bloated corporation is I have only 
to call attention to the following correspond- 
ence, proving that at the time which tried 
men’s souls Garrett and his monopoly took 
sides with the rebels against the Union: 


BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, April 19, 1861. 


Str: We advise the troops now here be sent back 
to the border of Maryland. 


Respectfully, 
GEORGE W. BROWN, Mayor. 


By order of the Board of Police. 


CHARLES HOWARD, : 
President of Board of Police. 


JouNn W. GARRETT, esq., 
President Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 
To this letter the following reply was made: 


Most cordially approving this advice, I have in- 
stantly telegraphed the same to the Philadelphia, 
Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad Company, ani 
this company will act in accordance therewith. 

Your obedient servant, } 

. J.W.GARRETT, President. 

April 19, 1861. 


This corporation to-day continues the same 
process of highway robbery upon every poor 
wayfarer who journeys to the capital of the 
nation. And not content with the millions thus 
taken, and under which the coffers of this hydra 
monster groan, when Congress proposes to 
charter a new highway from the capital of the 
nation to your commercial metropolis at New 
York this surly mastiff stands at the gate and 
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rbs the le rislation 

the country by poeneans that the right of 
ent domain belongs to the States, and that 
no } ower in the Constitution to incor- 
to this purely Christian 

ra 1all afford facilities to 
}, your national capital. And when legis- 
n is attempted to meet the public wants, 
conflicts with this Christian ace ition or 

al admiration society the emissaries of 
rrett are seen flocking into the lobbies as 
us as the lice and the frogs of Egypt 

ntrol as far as possible the legislation so as 
event competing lines of communication 

ng to your capital; and to-day Washing- 
asting of its one hundred and seventy 

and population, has one railroad entering 

m the West. And shall the doctrine of the 

+ of eminent domain in the States leave 

, great city, and that the capital of the nation, 
emercy of this monopoly? Sir, the nation 
sands Congress to act. I not only speak 
but | speak 
the toiling millions of the Kast, who labor 
vour factories, 


rse, gultural tones distu 


mpeting line 
7 


which s 


s the millions of the great West, 


workshops, coal-fields, and 

founderies, who demand that these monop- 
es shall cease this extortion ; that the poor 
an who earns his bread by the sweat of his 
row in submission to the mandate of Heaven 
all have it at a fair price and without the 
extortion of moneyed monopolies. 

When Congress undertook to provide for 
the building of a competing line from Wash- 
incton to New York, so that those who came 
to the capital of the country might not have 

ir pockets rifled on the way, as is now done 
by the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, the bill 
passed this House by a vote of 100 yeas, 54 
nays, and 68 not voting. It went to the other 
end of the Capitol, and from there it never 
returned. 

We will see directly. Whenever it was ascer- 
tained that Congress was in earnest listening 
to the appeal of the honest peo} ple of the coun- 
try for more thoroughfares coming to your 
national capital—when this appeared, these 
consolidated railroad monopolies to which | 
have referred got outa circular for the purpose 
of in ates neing Cc ongress to protect this godless 

onopoly and give it the whole carrying trade 
to your capital. Itis short and | shall read it: 


PHILADELPHIA, December 26, 1868. 

Sir: Two bills (Senate bills 554 and 681) are now 
pending before the Senate of the United States, each 

f which incorporates several companies, and au 
horisan them to build railroads, seven in all, radi- 
ating from Washington and extending over seven or 
eight different States. ‘These bills confer very great 
powers and impose few restrictions. Fore xample, 
ne of them : pavhorts es the construction of a road to 
any point on any railroad in Virginia. 


Why, what a terrible thing! Congress has 
authorized the construction of a railroad to 

me point of the sacred soil of that State which 
we were told the other day was the mother of 
Presidents; it might have been added, the 
mother of treason. 


It is well understood that this is but an entering 
wedge to a system of railroad legislation by Con- 


gress intended to extend overevery part of the coun- 

a 

lieving that such congressional legislation will 
tructiveof exis pass teen rests, promote 

Wi L and dishonest speculation, and be highly de- 

ioralizing in its influences— 


This Christian association did not like that— 


we call your especial and immediate attention to it. 

Many of the corporators named in these bills— 

me of them officers of existing railroads—have 
never been consulted. This has given the impres- 
sion that influential men and companies favor this 
legislation who in fact are strongly opposed to it. 

Under the impression that no such bill can pass, 
railroad companies generally have not opposed the 
ineasure. Prominent Senators, however, say that 
the danger is great and imminent, and that it calls 
for immedi: ate and vigorous exertions onthe part of 
existing railroad officers to avert it. 

Should this matter appear to you as itdoes to us, 
we suggest that you use your influence with your 
friends in Congress, especially in the Senate, to de- 
feat all such measure 





This is signed by the presidents of all these 
sculless corporations, which levy so heavy a tax 
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P lent Penns via Ra vd ¢ { 
GEORGI \\ CASS 
President Pitsburg, Fort Wawne 
i cago R i 
co Rie ae ) a 
President Pitishu Ci arta, 
and Nt. Louis Railroad. 
ISAAC HINCKLI Sf 
President Philad phia, W tengton, 
and Boll imore Pai ad, 
ARLES E. SMITH 
President P hiladel iphia an t Reading Reilroad 
ASHUBEL WELCH, 
General President of United Companics 
of Ven Jerse 
A. L. DENNIS, 
President New Jers vy dica road and 


a ree tfton Co ipany. 

WM. H. GATZMER, 

President Camden and = oy Railroad 
end Trans 


portation Company. 


Well, sir, when these bills passed the House 
by so large a majority and went to the Senate 
there stood at its door this Garrett, not as a 
surly mastiff, but as a physician, to give to 
them one of those senatorial Opiates the p eect 
of which is to make a measure sleep the sleep 
that knows no waking. 

Sir, go with me to your commercial metro} 
olis and stand with me at the entrance to 
Central Park. 1 seea gay equipage enter; the 

h| Capa isoned, the 


prancing steeds are richly 
embellished with silver and gold, 


0,000, and make the 
time in two-forty o1 11ts be saul tiful pave rd drives. 
[ see seated 1 upon the box a servant 
in the gayest livery. Linquire, ‘* Whois this?”’ 
Iam answered, ‘‘ It isa railroad king, 
$80,000,000, who shocks the commercial world 
at the gold board. Li ing uire, ‘* Who is he?” 


carriage 18 
the borses are worth oe 
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dress i 


worth 


i am told it is Vanderbilt. Ah, eighty mil- 
lions! railroad king! Sir, every jewel that 


glistens on his crown is wrung from the com 
merce of the cou ntry and is the product of 
extortion from the bone and muscle of the 
laboring millions of the land. 

Sir, the pe ople of this greatland who cultivate 
the earth, who roll out the huge iron rail over 
which the steam-horse majestically moves with 
his mighty train of merchandise ; the men, sir, 
who build your ships the sails of whose com- 
merce whiten every ocean; the men, sir, who 
with sooty arm and pick and shovel in hand 

x forth from earth’s virgin deposits the ore 
and the metals that God has implanted in your 
towering mountains—these, sir, will demand 
that the scepter of power shall pass from our 
hands and be given to men who will dethrone 
these railroad Heatend i protect the commerce 
of this nation so as to preserve inviolate their 
rights under the Constitution of our fathers, 
which was intended by them as the palladium 
of our liberties, a towering column of freedom 
to all its citizens, and against which the gates 
of hell shall not prevail. Sir, — be said 
from the Halls of an American Congress, rep- 
resenting forty million people, that ‘the ¢ 
tution our fathers gave us when they wrested the 
scepter of power from George III is inade- 
quate in its provisions for the full and free 
dev elopment and protection of all her varied 
interests? Shall it go forth to-day that the 
commerce of a great nation must be chained 
to the chariot wheels of railroad monopolists, 
rushing on to destruction with as fearful velo- 
city as the train upon whose engine stands the 
crazed engineer, who when the fearful chasm 
is reached laughs amid the wreck and ruin of 
its mutilated passengers? 

Mr. Speaker, the people, who make consti 
tutions, who make Presidents and Congresses, 
are the sovereigns of our country, and their 
mandate has gone forth from the fields of the 
West that no moneyed monopolists or railroad 
kings of the East shall stand in the way of com- 
merce, and, with kid gloves and golden slippers, 
demand extortionate tribute for the transport- 
products to marke and then by 
thing worn by 
ere saived to contrib- 
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000 per year to the support of the 
manufacturing interests of New England. Sir. 
what the West demands is equal protectio 
She asks nothing more. She will submit to 
nothing less. And as one of her Repres 
tives 1 warn you to-day that thror ighout 
rich vi ulleys and exte nsive ple 1ins the mutt 
thunders of her people can be heard for fre: 
trade, which will continue in inte nsity if y 
reiuse to rene her industries ¢ ony w hh 
others until there shall be written on your sta 
ute-book the memorable words addressed t 
Nebuchadnezzar, ‘‘ Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upha 
sin,’’ which being inte rpreted will say to New 
england protectionists, ** Thy tariff, on whi 
thou hast grown rich, has departed from thee, 
and th y scepter, which was a scepter of oppre 

on, shall be given to free trade. 

J yield the remainder of my time to the gen 
tleman from Minne Sota, [ Mr. Witkinson. } 

Mr. WILKINSON. Mr. Speaker, I reg: 
very much that 1 have not more time to speak 
on this very interesting question which now 


s 


occupies the attention of the House. 

I thank the honorable member from Indiana 
who has just taken his seat for calling the 
attention of this House and the country to the 
oppressive exac a of the railroad corpora 
Lio ot the land. ‘o- day the industrial inter- 


ts of the people, a particularly the agricul 
West, are taxed by these soulless 
monopolies beyond all reasonable limit and to 
greater than they can for any great 
length of time withstand. 

It is ve a re understood, I believe, that 
tural interests of the western Stats 
are very much depressed ; that the great s apie 

xduction of those States, wheat, is selling at 

ty cents per bushel, a price actually below the 
value of the labor necessary to produce it. Thi 
condition of things, together with a depreciated 

currency, the value of eve rything that a farmer 
h 1s to buy inflated, the cost of labor very much 

enhanced, necessarily } rroduces a feeling of dis 
satisfaction with this class of the producers of 
the country. While the western farmer sees 
every other industry in the land prospering his 
own is languishing; while those engaged in 
other pursuits are growing richer at present 
prices » he is growing poorer. 

Phat s ystem of national legislation which is 
intended to uphold the other industries of the 
people does not seem to extend its protection 
to the farmer. So far as the great interest of 
agriculture is concerned it is left by the Gov- 
ernment to take care of itself. 

No committee of this House would ever 
think of asking for more spacious r 
which to receive delegations of agriculturists 
claiming the protecting legislation of Congress. 
: who are engaged in this industry do 
not hang around this Capitol; they are not 
found in the lobby; they have no organized 
representatives here to present their claims for 
protection to the committees of this House. 

Mr. Speaker, the Special Commissioner of 
the Revenue and those who are laboring to 
destroy the protective feature of the tariff are 
appealing, and not without some success, to 
the sgriculturists of the West for support. 
[hey see this great interest toiling and pro- 
ducing without receiving any adequate reward 
for their labor, and they seek to create the 
impression with the farmers that the present 
depressed condition of agriculture is owing 
mainly to the protection that is given by our 
tariff laws to capital and labor employed in 
other industries. 

Now, while I admit that there is some trut) 
in this, and that the tariff while it does n 
seem to offer any essential protection to the 
farmers of the western apeees manifestly raises 
the prices of labor and of articles of nec 
sity which all classes of the 
pelled to buy, still I do not believe, as some 
contend, that the tariff is the 

the depressed condition of agriculture. lor 


turists of the 


aun exten 


1} aert 
tue agrict 


)OTDS 1 


Pir, LUOSE 


nen @ are ConMmi 


main Cau yi 








872 


my part I would change the tariff, not destroy 
it, 80 48 to bear more lightly upon this great 
productive industry of the country. I would 
take it off entirely from those articles of neces- 
sity which are consumed alike by the rich anv 
the poor. I would take it off from tea and 
coffee and sugar and salt, and I would reduce 
it largely upon iron and other articles which 
enter directly into the consumption of the 
masses of the people. I would do this in the 
interest. of a constituency almost entirely em- 
ployed in agriculture. But while | would do 
this I would not wish to destroy or even par- 
alyze other industries. I do not believe that 
it is for the interest of the farmer to do this. 
On the other hand, I would build up and pro- 
tect all the industrial interests of the country 
whenever | can do it without direct injury to 
the people that I represent. 

But, Mr. Speaker, | did not rise to speak 
about the tariff, but about the monopoly of the 
carriers of the country. Sir, the present de- 
pressed condition of agriculture in the West 
is not owing to the tariff; it is owing to the 
extortions of a few soulless railroad corpora- 
ions, 

'‘lo-day three or four gigantic railroad corpor- 


ations hold the interests ot the producing classes | 


of the northwestern States in 
lhis great farming interest is entirely at their 
mercy. We must pay allthat they demand for 
removing it to market, or let our millions upon 
millions of bushels of wheat rot in the gran- 
aries of the producers. 

The wheat crop in Minnesota for the year 
1869 is estimated at 18,500,000 bushels. ‘This 
crop is sold by the producers at the various 
railroad stations at about fifty cents per bushel. 


At the same time the article commands $1 20 |! 


to $1 25 per bushel in New York. 
Ilere, then, we have a tariff of from seventy 
to seventy-five cents per bushel upon all the 


wheat that the farmers of our State have to sell. | 


1 suppose that Minnesota has a surplus of 
about sixteen million bushels. 
prices this crop is worth in New York about 
twenty million dollars. Out of this sum. the 
patient, toiling people who produce it receive 
about eight million dollars, and the extortion- 
ists who carry it take the other $12,000,000. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, | have no doubt but that 


At present | 


these railroad corporations, taking advantage | 


of the necessities of the people, and through 
their unholy and wicked combinations, charge 
one third more for carrying this wheat to market 
than they ought to charge. I do not think 
it would be dificult to show that at least one 
third is unjustly extorted from the producer. 
‘Thus is Minnesota alone, on the single item of 
wheat, robbed of $4,000,000. Lowa is in almost 
as bad a situation. She must have more than 
twenty million bushels of wheat. But this last 
State has a more diversified industry and does 
not suffer so much. Wisconsin is in the same 
situation as Minnesota. This State cannot have 
less than twenty million bushels of wheat for 


exportation, upon which she is obliged to pay | 


an extortionate demand of not less than four to 
five million dollars. 
ia a much the same situation. 

‘The surplus of these States is not much less 
than seventy million bushels. At present 
prices the cost of transportation for this is not 
much less than fifty million dollars. At least 
one third of that sum, or $16,660,000, is vir- 
tually robbed from the people of tuose States 
by the mammoth railroad corporations for the 
removal of this ~~ for a single year. ‘This 


Missouri and Kansas are | 


their hands. | 


who has paid any attention to this question 
that this great interest of agriculture, more 
important to the country than all the other 
Ealvstrlas combined, is not only entirely un- 
protected by the Government, but it is left to 
be robbed and plundered by organized char- 
tered monopolies which, through the munifi- 
cence of the Government and by unjust com- 
binations, have become strong enough to bear 
down every interest of the people with which 
they come in contact. 

I was a little curious to know how much the 
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Government had done to build up these great | 
e 


monopolies, and I addressed a 
Commissioner of Public Lands, and received 


the following answer, which I send to the | 


Clerk’s desk to be read. 
‘Lhe Clerk read as follows: 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
January 27, 1870. 


Sir: Pursuant to your letter of yesterday, I have | 
the honor to present a statementshowing under sep- | 
| arate headings the number of acres of public land 


granted by Congress under existing laws for railroad 
purposes. ’ 
Corporations. 


First, Estimated quantity inuring under the acts of 
July 1, 1862, anc 
struction of the Union and Central Pacific rail- 
roads is, acres, 35,000,000. 

Second, Estimated quantity inuring under the act 
of July 2, 1864, to aid in the construction of the 
Northern Pacific railroad, acres, 47,000,000, 

Third. Estimated quantity inuring under the act of 
July 27, 1866, to aid in the construction of the At- 
lantic and Pacific railroad, from Springfield, Mis- 
souri, to the Pacific, acres, 42,000,000, 

Fourth. Estimated quantity granted to the following 
named States: 

Acres. 

Illinois, act September 20, 1859.............00 

Lowa, acis May 15,1856, May 12, and June 
is MUNN cos sds upibeines o<askaddyuabediddecss<cphgvediiees = RiOaa ee 

Michigan, acts June 3, 1855, July 5, 1862, 
June 7, 1864, and March, 1865................ 5,327,930.99 

Vinee. acts Juno 3, 1856, and May 5, 

DO bb sucht sistaias bape okesneices <$anineedseieeetatinge 





| Minnesota, acts March 3, 1857, May 12, 


1864, March 3, 1865, and July 4, 1806...... 7,783,403.09 
Missouri, acts June 10, 1852, February 9, 

1853, July 4 and 28, 1866.............000-. 
Kansas, acts March 3, 1863, July 23, 25, 


SE ee OE sxcnncibainass Giserh ovannapliguanssechennal 7,753,000.50 
California, acts July 13 and 25, 1866, and 

CDMS Me MNT schck ahiachinkhbeinbitainip wbiatkess 2,060,000,00 

Oregon, act July 25, 1866...............ccccceseeese 1,660,000.00 
Arkansas, acts February 9, 1853, July 4, 

1866, and J uly 28, 1866 .......cccccccccccscsccesee 4, 744,271.63 

| Louisiana, act June 3, 1856...............00.2006- 1,578,720.00 





sum does not include the cost of carrying the | 


freight that is moving from east to west. 

I see 7 the report of the Committee on Rail- 
ways and Canals, made to this House in June, 
1868, page 3, that in 1862 three railroads moved 
westward through the State of Illinois four 


hundred and fitty-six thousand one hundred | 


and fourteen tons. Now, it cannot be less 


than one million tons per annum carried by 
these railroads from the Kast to the West. 
Mr. Speaker, it is evident to every man 


|| ernments to take hold o 


; 


Mississippi, acts September 20, 1830, and 
PE a eT ee Sa ee: 2,062,240.00 
Alabama, acts September 20, 1850, May 17 





ONG JUNG B, 1BGG..n.. ...-...0ccrrcsscecssecerensesers 3,729,120.00 
Florida, act. May 17, 1856..........c000...csee000e. 2,000,114,00 
OOS ccesdutinctsutilinsbthiamsbidsncieadaiond 58,108,581.40 
Recapitulation. 
Acrea. 

Union and Central Pacifie railroads......... 35,000,000.00 
Northern Pacific railroad ..............csseee 47,000,000.00 
Atlantic and Pacific railroad................... 42,000,000,.00 














Total for corporations.............0000+++000000124,000,000,00 
Quantity granted to States.................0 58,108,581.40 | 
Total numbor Of acreg.........ccccccssssesseces 182,108,581.40 

EEE 


The foregoing embraces lapsed lands wherein cer- 
tain roads have not been completed within the time 


| specified in the statutes, 


Keterring to the latter portion of yourletter, I have 


the honorto state that incomparison the total aggre- | 
| gate granhed tte ratireed purposes, ansinnTOes grams 


for wagon-roads, exceed in the aggregate by more 
than five million acres the entire area of the six New 
England States, added to the surface of New York, 


| New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Delaware, Mary- 


land, and Virginia. 4 
With great respect, your obedient servant 
JOSEPH 8. WILSON, 


Commissioner. 
Hion. M. 8. Witxinson, House of Representatives. 


Mr. CULLOM. I would like to inquire of 
the gentleman whether he does not believe 
that it is within the power of this Congress 
under the Constitution to regulate the tariff of 
freights upon railroads running through differ- 
ent States, and whether also he does not be- 


|| lieve that it is within the power of the State 


of the State gov- 
these railroad cor- 
porations and prevent their extortions upon 


the people ? 
Mr. WILKINSON. 


governments and the dat 


In answer to the gon- 


July 2, 1864, to aidin the con- | 


2,595,053.00 | 


5,378,360.00 | 


ssosese 3y1 40,160.21 | 


tter to the || 
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tleman I will say that I believe in the doctrj,, 
laid down by Judge Miller in the case of Gra 
vs. the Clinton Bridge Company, referred to |,, 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Winuiays ) 
wherein he says: a 


**For myself I must say that [ have no doubt, f 
the right of Congress to prescribe all needfyj and 
proper regulations for the conduct of this immense 
traflic over any railroad which has Voluntarily be. 
come part of one of those lines of interstate ‘eoy, 
munication, orto authorize the creation of such ro 
when the purposes of interstate transportation 
persons and property justify or require it.” 

That is the decision of Judge Miller of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and as the 
Committee on Railways and Canals argue jn 
the report to which I have referred, I beljey,. 
that Congress has full power of control oye; 
these great through lines of transportation, | 

Mr. FITCH. Allow me one question, J), 
I understand the gentleman to hold that in , 
case where Congress has not chartered {| 
road, where it has not given it any grant of 
land or money, where the road has a State 
charter, Congress has a right to regulate the 
tariff of rates and freights on that road? 

Mr. WILKINSON. I do, sir, to this exten. 
This is my position: where a road is a link jy 
a great chain of interstate communication, 
although it may be chartered by the State of 
New York, while another portion of the line j 
chartered by the State of Illinois, and another 
by Ohio, and another by California, still where 
they become practically one great connectiny 
line between the oceans or between differen: 
States of the Union, I hold with Judge Miller 


m - 
ads 


of 


| that Congress can exercise proper control over 


all of them. 


Mr. FITCH. 


I agree with the gentleman 


| that Congress would have power to charter 
| another railroad to run through those States, 


but Il ask him to state the section of the Con- 
stitution from which he derives the power o! 
Congress to regulate the rates of fare and 


| freights upon railroads already constructed. 


Mr. WILKINSON. I answer the gentleman 
that when these roads put themselves volun- 
tarily in connection with a great line of rail: 
roads, such as I have already indicated, they 


| then become subject to the legislation of Con- 


| gress under the power given to Congress by 


the Constitution to regulate commerce between 
the several States. An evasion of the law isa 
violation of the law. Therefore, unless the 
power which I claim can be exercised under 
the Constitution, States or corporations, by 


| agreement or collusion, can control transport- 
| ation or tariffs from one extreme of the Union 
| to the other by a connection of lines under the 


authority of State charters. 
These roads cannot by their great combin- 


| ations and because of their great monopolies 


| shield themselves against the protecting legis- 


lation which is just and constitutional and 
which Congress ought to give the people. | 
do not think that this argument would apply 
to a road entirely within a State and which has 
no connection with roads leading each way 
from the borders of the State by which it is 
chartered. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman allow 
me to make an inquiry of him? 

Mr. WILKINSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I would like to hear from 
the gentleman from Minnesota upon the very 
point which he has now presented to the House. 
As I understand him, he claims that wherever 
railroads through several States chartered by 
those States are connected together they are 
by that connection necessarily placed in a 

osition subject to the control of the Federal 
Goverement Now, will the gentleman please 
to state to the House upon what he bases his 
argument? Suppose, for instance, that a rail- 
road is chapneaed through the State of New 
York, from the city of New York to the city 
of Buffalo, and suppose that another railroa! 
is chartered from Buffalo to the city of Chicago, 
and that the two roads run in connection with 
each other; does the fact that they carry pas- 
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ers and freight and reciprocate with each 
_in his opinion, necessarily place them 

the control of the Federal Government, 
‘hat the Federal Government may take 
-om them the rights which they have 

a by virtue of their charters from the 

of New York and the other States throu igh 

h they pass? 

\ir, WILKINSON. I plant myself upon 
pt -ovision of the Constitution giving g to 
Congress the power to regulate commerce with 
n Governments and among the several | 
ates, s, and upon the decision of Judge Miller, 
which I have alres udy referred. I willanswer 
entlems un from Wisconsin [ Mr. Etpripce | 

ar as | can in the limited time allowed me. 
e fac a that these comp: anies voluntarily com- 
e together so as to seize hold of the internal 


| 


:meree of this country, that very fact brings | 


m within the operation of the laws of Con- 
; passed under the constitutional provision 
which I have referred. 
And here I will again refer to the opinion 
fudge Miller. Not intending to make a 
largument on this question when [ came 
re this morning, but merely to state my 
iews, | will content myself by referring to the 
pinion of Judge Miller, which I believe to be 
yund constitutional law. He says: 


‘Itseems to me that where these roads 


sof great highways of our Union, transporting a 


merce which embraces many States, and destined } 
these roads are to become the channels | 


me of 
zh which the nations of Europe and Asia shall 


1an their commodities, there can be no 


won to doubt that to regulate them is to regulate 
umerece both with foreign nations and among 
“tates; and that to refuse to do this is a refusal 
charge one of the most important duties of the 
leral Government.”’ 


low, let us take, for instance, 
vay and the other railways that are running 
nection with that great highway of com- 
ce, and over which not only the commerce 
is country but of Europe may pass, and, 
‘hope, willsome time pass. These different 
mpanie Sy in many instances chartered by 
: Legislatures of different States— 

Here the hammer fell. ] 
he SPEAKER pro tempore. 

e gentleman has expired. 
Mr. CULLOM. I hope further time will be 
red the gentleman, for he has been inter- 





The time of 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I hope the 
will have an extension of his time. 
Mr. CULLOM. I move that the time of 
gentleman be extended fifteen minutes. 
No objection was made. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. Iflam not interrupting 
‘argument of the gentleman from Minnesota, 
Mr. Witxinson,] I would like to ask him 
iuother question. 
WILKINSON. 
ELDRIDGE. 


gentleman 


Very well. 


8} rit. 


a WILKINSON. I understand that. 

. ELDRIDGE. My inquiry is this: if the 
oes of the gentleman be true, that because 
‘ilroads running through several States put 
emselvee in connection for the purpose of 

‘arrying freight and passengers, therefore they 
may be controlled under the clause of the Con- 
titution to which he has referred; and not 
nly that they may be controlled, but they 
may absolutely have their chartered rights 
whic th they have received from the States taken 
away from them if that doctrine is true ; then— 
and this is the point to which I wish to call the 
attention of the gentleman—then, why may not 
Congress interfere under the same provision of 
the Constitution and regulate highways where 
ey run through different States and constitute 
reat lines of commerce for the carrying busi- 
ne = and take charge of the path-masters and 
le road districts, and control and manage them 
pre reciselyasit may control and manage railways ? 
Mr. WIL KINSON. Congress might do so 


Pa 
tue s 


pike charter and prohibit any other turnpike || 
company from engaging in that business in the 


the Pacific | 


become | 





| construed to 


| this question. 


State, thus obstructing the business of the 
country to that extent. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I am not referring to 


charters, 
great 


turnpike 


but merely to roads which 
become 


highways for commercial pur- 

poses, created, managed, and controlled under 

State laws, not as corporations. 
Mr. WIL KINSON. Congress 


at one time 
exercised that same peas r, as will | 


} 
se seen vDY 


an act which [ ask the Clerk to read. 
| he Clerk read as follows: 

An act to facilitate commercial, postal, and mili- 
tary communication among the several States. 
Whereas the Constitution of the United States 


confers upon © 
to regulate commerce 
establish post roads, 
Theretore, 

Beit enacted by the Nenate an i I use O if R epre senta 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem 
bled, That every railroad ¢ ompany in the United 

States whose road is operated by steam, its successors 
and assigns, be, and i here! by, aut horized to carry 
upon and over its ro: ad. boats, bridges, and ferries, 
all passengers, troops, Government supplies, mails, 
freight, and property on their way from any State to 
another State, and to receive compens ation therefor, 
and to connect with roads of other States so as to form 
continuous lines for the transportation of the same 
to the place of destination: Vrevided, That this act 
shall not affect any pipalasion between the Govern- 
ment ofthe United Sta and any railroad company 
for transportation or ‘Gases without compensation, 
nor impair or change the conditions imposed by the 
terms of any act eri inting la unds to any such ec Mmpany 
to aid in the construction of its road, nor shall it be 
authorize any railroad company to 
build any new road orconnection with any oer 
r¢ oad without aah ority from the State in which said 
railro: id or connection m: Ly be proposed. 


ongress, in express terms, the power 
among the several States, to 


and to raise and support armies: 





Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That Congress 
may at any time alter, amend, or repeal this act. 
Approved J une 15, 1866. 


Mr. WILKINSON. 
question of the right of Congress to control 
the railways of the country. Are these cor- 
porations thus chartered and thus endowed, 
entering into, as they do, and controlling to a 
great extent the internal commerce of the 
country, subject to the controlling legislation 
of Congress? 

I know that those who believe in the per- 
nicious doctrine of State sovereignty, those 
who have based their political faith upon this 


| fundamental heresy, deny the power of Con- 


gress to either limit or controlin anywise these 
great monopolies. 
I will simply again call atten- 
tion to the report of the committee to which I 
have referred as containing principles which I 
believe to be consistent with the constitutional 
power of Congress. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
‘The committee are of the opinion that Congress 


| has the power under the Constitution to proy ide by 


I do it im no captious || 


State of Wisconsin si houl i grant one turn- |! 
| come 


law for the regulation of commerce among the sev- 
eral States, of which railroads are the instruments, 
so as to secure the safety of passengers and such reg- 
ularity and system in the running arrangements and 
connections as to secure the most prompt transport- 
ation 1 of passengers and freight.”’ 

* iS * e BS * * . 

‘If, therefore, Congress has the power, as we be- 
liew e, toregulate commerce among the several States 
as carried on over railroads connecting two or more 
States, then it follows necessarily that if the rates 
of fare or charges over any portionof the continuous 
lines of ri ailros id running from one State to another 
imposed by State authority should be so high as to 
be a substantial obstruction to commerce am yng said 

States, Congress would have the constituticual right 
ti ) regulate such rates of fare and charges for the 
purpose of removing such obstruction, and this not 
because Congress would have any right to pass any 
law imp airing the obligations of contracts, but be- 
cause Congress might declare any contract by ¥ whic h 
a State he - granted power to acorporation stan- 
tially to obstruct commerce among the States : as sille- 
gal and void, while the State which has made the 
centract might be prevented by the Constitution 
from passing any law impairing the obligation of 
such contract; that this power of Congress depends 
wholly upon the power to regulate commerce among 
the several States and could only be exercised when 
necessary to prevent orremove obstructions thereto.” 


* * * * * © ‘ . é . 





‘One other fact now patent in the history of the 


railroa ls of the country shows that it is impossible 
that C yngress can posses sthe power tore gulate com- 
merce among the States without having as a neces- 


sary incident thereto the right to supervise the rates 
of fare and the charges for the transportation of 
freight in case the same should be fixed 80 as to be- 
an obstruction to commerce among the States 
The great railroade orporations do possess he power 
and the will to absorb the less: r competing lines by 


Now, to return to the | 


I will not stop to argue 


0. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


S73 


purchasing a controlling interest in the stock and 
consolidating the stock and franchises of the smaller 
company with the larger; each consoli pas m safe 


—— ‘lished adds to the power of the corporati: 
to absorb other roads until competition is not only 
entirely destroyed but rendered impossible in the 
future. These vast consolidated corporations have 
the power to crush out all competition and to fix 
upon such rates of fare and charges for the transport 
ation of freight as they please to impose, however 
oppressive to thecommunity and burdensome to com 
merce, unless the power to regulate commerce amo! 
the States includes the power to supervise the charg 
which may be imposed upon such commerce.” 

Mr. WILKINSON. Mr. Speaker, I hope 
this question may be discussed hereafter more 
fully than I am able to do to-day ; for I did net 
come here prepared to enter into an argument 
concerning the legal and constitutional pha 
of this question ; but I will say that if the differ 
ent State Legislatures had any power to meet 
and successfully grapple with these monstré 
monopolies I would gladly see them exercise 
that power. But, sir, they possess it not. Th: 
great State of New York furnishes a melancholy 
example of the utter helplessness of a people 
who depend for protection against the exac 
tions of powerful railroad corporations upon 
the enactments of their State Legislatures. 
These corporations utterly defy the Legisla 
ture, and they defy the local courts. There 
seems to be no power or control over them in 
that State. 

Mr. BIRD. 
question ? 


Will the gentleman allow mea 


Mr. WILKINSON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BIRD. Coming from the State of New 


Jersey I feel a very deep interest in the discus 
sion of this question; and I therefore wish to 
put to the gentleman this inquiry : is the power 
of Congress in the reguiation of commerce 
between the States suflicient in the judgment 
of the gentleman to destroy railroad corpora 
tions, to take away existing chartered rights ; 

Mr. WILKINSON. lanswer the gentleman 
from New Jersey that Congress has, in my 
judgment, the power not only to charter a new 
road from Washington to the city of New York 
but that it is the bounden duty of Congress to 
do so as a rebuke to the State of New Jersey 
for the wicked monopoly she has granted to 
the railroads of that State. 

Mr. BIRD. I donot know whether the ger 
tleman has altogether appreciated the poin 
of my inquiry. What 1 meant to ask— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the ger 
tleman from Minnesota yield ? 

Mr. WILKINSON. I would prefer that th 
gentleman should postpone his question until 
I have finished the branch of the subject | am 
now discussing. 

In earlier enactments in New York attemp 
were made to guard the interests of the peopl e 
and to insure c heap rates of transportation of 
passengers and freight. A limit was put upon 
the net earnings of ‘the roads, and the compa 
nies were restricted from dividing among the 
stockholders more than ten per cent. per annum 
of their capital stock, when the roads were 

varning more than this. It was the intend- 
ment and purpose of the law that the tariff of 


freight and passage should be reduced ; but in- 
stead of reducing their tariff when the earnings 


of the roads were greater than was allowed 
by law, they found a way to increase them. 
They water their stock. Upon the Central road 
what cost $50,000,000 and was represented 
by that amount of stock they called it worth 
$100.000,000, and issued the stock accord- 
ingly without the additional expenditure of a 
dollar. By this paper resolve, by this action o! 
a board of directors of the New York Centra! 
road, an additional tax is levied gpon those who 
are doing business on this road of $5,000,000 
a year more than the law of the State allows 
them. Of course the gigantic swindle is all 


illegal and void; it must be approved of by 


the Legislature of the State. Butthe Legisla- 
ture is composed of men many ; om ha 

veen ciected in tne interests Ol these ral vd 
compank | is oD a daiheus i for fre L 
corp ite witty periie mm Tey € x} nea im carry 
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a swindle of this nature to convince the 
u bers of the Legislature of the Empire State 


' 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 


| but a small portion of this increased bur- | 


i will rest upon the shoulders of the people 
New York: the great through business will 
yit. The Legislature submit. The people 
ly this one act are robbed of $5,000,000 a year 
und the outrage is legalized. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, if the people of New York | 


were alone interested in this swindle I would 
‘consent that they might govern their own 
domestic affairs in their own way, according to 
the spiritofthe Nebraka bill. 
those outside of the State of New York inter- 
ested in this matter. Not a bushel of wheat, 
not a pound of freight, not a passenger from 
the West passes over this road but that is taxed 
to help make up this grand swindle. 

If the other States could control or would 
control in the interests of the people these 
great monopolies | would willingly see them 


sut, sir, thereare | 


doit; but we all know that New York is, per- | 


in no worse situation than Illinois, or 
Minnesota, of Lowa, or the other Statesin refer- 
l admit to-day that it is 
impossible with the great railroad monopolies 
existing in our State to control in the interests 
of the people the legislation of my own State. 
it is this fact that demands the legislation of 
Congress. Such legislation isnecessary because 
the people themselves in the various States 
cannot control the legislation of their States in 
0} position to the money and the power of these 
monopolies. Hence the great necessity chat 
Congress shall take hold of this question, if it 
is taken hold of at all. 

Mr. WELKER, 
to me for a question 7 

Mr. WILKINSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WELKER. I would be glad if the gen- 
‘ieman would explain a little inore fully how 
he proposes to remedy these evils of which he 

peaks, 

Mr. WILKINSON. Mr. Speaker, I am not 
repared at this time to state the details of 
uch a measure as might give the people efficient 

protection in this regard ; but I shall before a 
great while prepare a bill, if no other gentle- 


haps, 


ence to this matter. 


man does so, which I shall ask to have referred | 


to the Committee on Railways and Canals or 
ome otherappropriate committee of the House; 
and such committee, after a full consideration 
of the subject, will [doubt not report in good 
time such 
demand, 
Mr. Speaker, as my time is about to expire 
1 will only make this further remark that 1 am 


glad to know that a number of members on | 


this floor from the West agree with me upon 
this question. 
PUBLIC DEBT. 

Mr. McNEELY. Mr. Speaker, Iam con- 
scious of the fact that what I am about to sav 
will have little influence upon the other side 
of this House. My brief experience here has 
taught me that to defeat a measure it is often 
simply necessary that it be advocated by that 
minority with whom it is my pleasure to act. 
But, sir, although I would prefer to listen to 
those more experienced in public affairs rather 
than oceupy their attention myself, I see a 
financial policy so pregnant with evil and 
grinding oppression which the Radical party 
has inaugurated and is carrying out that | feel 
itmy duty to utter my protest against it and 
to advocate that policy which I believe would 
bring relief to the country. The people are 
anxious to know what Congress will do in 
regard to the gnancial questions now before it. 
The excitement and passion aroused by the 
war has subsided. ‘The questions growing out 
of the so-called reconstruction of these States 
which the Radical party claims to have tem- 
porarily ejected from this Union are regarded 
as settled for good or for evil. The people 


. begin to survey their financial condition and to 
search for a way of escape from their present 
Kivery member of this House who 


burdens. 


a bill as the necessities of the case | 


Will’ the gentleman yield 











visited his constituents during the late recess 


cannot forget how often and with what anxiety | 


he was asked by persons of all parties, ‘* What 
will Congress do with the public debt, the cur- 
rency, the tariff, and the present unequal and 
unjust system of taxation?’’ The people are 
willing to forget, at least forgive, your uncon- 


stitutional and revolutionary assault upon the | 


State of Georgia, and even your unprovoked 
and cowardly insult to Virginia if you will only 
give them financial relief. They want the pub- 
lic debt paid according to the contract as soon 
as is practicable; the national bank notes 
withdrawn from circulation and their place 
supplied by United States notes ; the currency 
expanded to the extent of at least $200,000,000 
by the issue of greenbacks ; the taxes and public 
expenditures reduced to a peace standard ; the 
abolition of your odious tariff, and the practice 
of retrenchment, economy, and reform in every 
department of the Government. 

Mr. Speaker, the first and most vital object 
of national importance is the early extinguish- 
iment of the public debt. 
relieve us of that immense drain upon our 
yearly profits required for the payment of in- 
terest and installments of principal, and will 
render unnecessary the imposition of a tariff 
on imports even for revenue purposes; at 
least the payment of coin interest on the debt 
having ended, there will then remain no pre- 
tended need of collecting customs in gold. 
Among many other benefits it will unlock and 
throw into active life and within the reach of 
taxation nearly one cighth of the entire prop- 
erty of the country, and remove that baleful 
influence which this overshadowing debt exer- 
cises over legislation, business, and society, and 
marks us as a people more controlled by eapi- 
tal than any other on the earth. As to the 
payment of this debt, the Radical party mani- 
fests extraordinary solicitude. They attempt 
to frighten us from paying itas it should be by 
the charge of repudiation, just as they pre- 
vented an honest itivestigation of their conduet 
of affairs before the people during the war by 
the ery of disloyalty. The President in his 


| inaugural address and in his message, his 


Cabinet in their reports, and Republican lead- 


ers in Congress devote much time in declaring 


the sacredness of the public debt, but entirely 
forget that the right of the people to be pro- 
tected from the payment of more than is due 
is sacred also. 

Sir, it is well to protect the bondholder from 
repudiation, but it is far better to protect the 
people from being robbed in order to pay more 
than they owe. 

To devise and put in successful operation 
a plan for the payment of the Federal debt 
as soon as is practicable according to the 
law under which it was contracted is a high 


| public duty which this Congress should dis- 


charge at once. ‘To me the proper policy to 


be adopted is plain and simple, and with the 
| indulgence of the House I will, as far as I can 


in the time allotted to me, point out the gen- 
eral outlines of the measures I would adopt. 
In the first place let me say that while we must 
keep faith with the holders of the bonds we 
must keep faith with the people by compelling 
them to pay no more than is due. Upon this 

uestion the two great parties differ very widely. 
The leaders of the Republican party are in 
favor of paying the entire debt, both principal 
and interest, in coin, and have accordingly so 


|| declared in a law of Congress called ‘‘An act 


to strengthen the public credit.’’ That act was 
the first law passed under the administration 
of President Grant. Having, as they think, 
irrevocably committed the country to that 
plan, which since coin has been drawn out of 


| circulation is impracticable, they now propose 


to make the debt a perpetual burden by a 
measure initiatory to the scheme called a fund- 
ing bill. When the bonds become due the 
bondholders hope to be able to procure such 
additional legislation as will furnish for the 
debt a foundation as solid and lasting as that 


Its payment will | 
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|| in coin ought in right and in justice to be 





ce 





| face of the bond. : of 
| of a letter which was written in April, 1865, 





January 


> 
2Y, 


which underlies and perpetuates the debt o; 
Great Britain. a. 

The Democratic party, on the other hay, 
are in favor of as speedy a payment of :|, 
debt as practicable, and has in national o> 
vention declared that those bonds of the (,... 
ernment which ‘*do not expressly state a 
their face or the law under which they wer, 
issued does not provide that they shall be paid 
in the lawful money of the United States,” 
The Democracy of the State which I have t) 
honor in part to represent made a similar de» 
laration in their State convention in 1868, por 
haps in more express terms. The delegates 
appointed by that convention to the natioi.! 
convention, called for the purpose of nominat. 


| inga Democratic candidate for the Presidency, 


were instructed to support Mr. Pendleton {)); 
that position for the reason that while other 
statesmen in the party were equally able and 
sound, yet at that time Mr. Pendleton was of 
all others the most prominent before the coun- 
try in advocating the plan of the Democracy 
of Illinois for the payment of the debt. : 

Such was the position of the Democratic party 
then, and, if possible, itis more firm in that 
position now. Defeat in that presidential con- 
test only served to give new vigor and strength 
to the Democractic hosts to do battle in the 
same cause in the canvass of 1872. But I will 
not detain the House to argue at length that 
we were right in taking that position ; it seems 
to me too plain to need further argument than 
has been made in Congress, in the public prints, 
and on the stump before the people. The 
language of the law of the contract; the declar- 
ation of Mr. Stevens, the then leader of the 
House, and of others of both parties equally 
competent to know, made at the time the law 


| was passed; the consideration paid forthe bonds, 


and all other contemporaneous circumstances, 
proves conclusively that it was not understo 


| either by the Government or the purchasers o* 


the bonds that they should be paid in coin only, 
At that time the whole country acquiesced in 
that understanding. 

But, sir, even now in Illinois, after years of 
pressure brought to bear by the bondholders 
and their allies, the Democratic party is not 
alone in its construction of the law under 
which the debt was contracted and in its advo- 
cacy of the just mode of its payment. On that 
question a large portion of the Republican 
party takes the position we occupy. To such 
an extent did these opinions prevail among 
the rank and file of the Republican party of 
that State that in the canvass of 1868 Radical 
leaders and orators were compelled in some 
localities to either dodge the question or de- 
clare that they and the candidates whom they 
represented, including General Grant, agree: 
with the Democracy on that point. In fac’, 
one of the present Republican members of Von- 
gress from that State openly advocated in his 
district the payment of the public debt in 
‘* greenback currency’’ in all cases where coin 
was not expressly specified in the law or on the 
I hold in my hand the copy 


by the gentleman to whom I refer, embodying 
his views, which was then extensively pub- 
lished in the papers of all parties, and upon 
which he was afterward renominated and re- 
elected to Congress. The letter is so clear 
and so full of sound doctrine that I will read 
it, though it refers to other matters and ex- 
presses a confidence in the good sense of his 
party which subsequent events have not justt- 
fied. Here is the letter: 

Fortietu Congress, Wasuineron, D.C., 


Louse OF REPRESENTATIV ks, 
April 20, 1868. 


My Dear Sir: [havereceived your favor of recent 
date, in which you state thatthe new postal arrange- 


| ments which I had the honor and pleasure to assist 
| in securing for you have gone into operation, and oi 


this lam very glad. Lagree with youin your finan- 
cial views, and I belicve that the question above all 
others which has the greatest interest for the people 
and which will have the greatest weight in deierm- 
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their political ac stion is the financial one. I 
velie ve the action of the people of your town- 
an excep ytional ease; and if the people come 

and that the Republican party as a party 


ay th e bondholk lers’ view on thist lancial aus 
‘fear the days of the Republican party are 
ed. It will not do to demand of the people 
,ent of the bonds in gold which on the ir fac 
the mselves payable in lawful money, whic! 
logal-tender greenback currency of the Gk 
It is asking too much of the laborer and 
boring population of this country that they 
ave all the products of their labor paid in 
while the bondholder shall have gold for his 
pal, gold for his interest, and his bond exempt 
xation. It is putting a burden upon the 
greater than they are willing to bear and, 
saps, greater than theycan bear. [am for main- 
+ the utmost good faith toward the bondholder 
ardthe people. Where we have expressly 
| that we will pay both interest and principal 
-old we must abide by the contract; where we 
ireedto pay the principal in lawful money we 
t abide by the contract, and so must the bond- 
-- he has no right to demand more than is 
vated in the bond. I hope and trust the Re- 
an party will have the sense to put itself right 
great question, for it would be a national 
nity were this party defeated on that or any 
r issue. 
Very truly, yours, E. C. 
3. Dopak, esq., Walnut, Illinois. 
Such, Mr. Speaker, were the views which 
‘hat gentleman then expressed, and which no 
bt accounts for the large majority which he 
eived, and which, being widely circulated 
lsewhere, obtained for his party many of the 
tes which gave that State to the Radical party 
uchanoverwhelming majority. ‘l'hat letter 
contains the precise doctrine which the Radical 
party is now so fond of styling the Pendleton 
an of re pudiation. Since the Republican 
ty has by its passage and approval of the 
ito strengthen the public credit and in many 
her ways removed all doubt as to its views in 
yard to the payment of the debt, it is to be 
ped that we are fast approaching the event 
yphesied in this letter: that ‘‘if the people 
ine to understand that the Republican party 





¢ 
nen. 
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a party, sustain the bondholders’ view on this || 
‘*the days of the | 


ereat financial question’’ 
tepublican party are numbered,’’ for ‘‘ it will 
t do to demand of the people the payment 
( the bonds in gold which on their face declare 
themselves to be payable in lawful money.”’ 
Low well and how comprehensively does this 
letter express the doctrine advocated by the 
Det mocratic party, in which it is declared that— 
“It is asking too much of the laborer and the 


boring population of this country that they shall | 


all the products of their labor paid in paper, 

mae the bondholder shall have gold for his prin- 
a gol dfor his interest, and his bond exempt from 
tion. 


nave 


Sir, ‘the has no right to. demand more than | 


‘nominated in his bond.’’ But the hope so 

rainly expressed, that ‘‘the Republican party 

| have the sense to put itself right on this 

gre eal question,’’ has been blasted, and i its pre- 

dicted defeat, from this and other causes, is not 
listant. Such letters as this, and similar dec- 
larations in the shape of speeches and other 


appeals written and made by Radical leaders | 
se i iced the great body of the Republican party | 
to yield to the embrace of the bondholders, who | 


t 


uow hold that party and the country within their 
grasp. Whether we will be able to break loose 
from that grasp before escape is beyond our 
power is a question which we intend to try in 
the coming elections, when we will again appeal 
to the better judgment of a deceived and misled 
peop le. What position the gentleman from 
the Peoria district now occupies or will then 
assume I do not know; but if consistent with 
that stated in the letter I have just read we 
may soon expect to see him in the ranks of 
the party of his first love, joining battle with 
the C,posing forces of the bondholders and 
their beet allies. 

If a vote could be taken in the State of IIli- 
nois on this question alone, independent of all 
others, Iam confident that a large majority 
of the people would say that the Feder: al debt 
should be paid in greenbacks only, except in 

cases where coin was especially pr« ymised either 
by the law of the contract or in the face of the 
bond. It is because I believe the bonds 


should be thus paid that lam opposed to the | 


THE CON 
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section of the bill. 
"$44,000,000 of “additional greenbacks, 


. ‘ TT 
v h ch Vas otfere 





tleman from Illi s, {Mr OLL,| and 
referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. Thesecond section of that bill pro- 
vides that the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
go into the market with the 844,000,000 of 


greenbacks, when issued, at certain times and 
buy bonds at, say, twenty per cent., or such 
other premium as the brokers of Wallstreet may 
demand. If I had been present when the bi 
was before the House I might have been tempt 
to vote for it with the objectionable section as 
a part of it if it could not hay 
for 1 might have felt 

bondholder a bonus of § 


re been am 
justified in giving the 
$5,000,000 in the way 


| of premium in order to sec ure for the people 


| gentleman who offered it in his letter of April 





the benefit of the ex pansion of the currency it 
proposes and which they so much need. The 
bill to be in harmony with law and justice, in- 
stead of providing for the purchase of bonds 
at coin prices in currency, should have prov ided 

r the redemption of five- -twenty bonds in the 
sath in which they were sold by the p ayment 
of their principal, dollar for dollar, in the green- 
backs to be issued, and the accrued intere 
thereon in coin out of the Treasury. That sec 
tion of the billis an indorsement of the present 
policy of the Secretary of the Treasury, and is 
inconsistent with the doctrine laid down by the 
1868, which | have just read. 

Mr. Speaker, having laid down the rule 
which I would be guided in determining wha 
we owe, the first step I would take to facilitate 
the payment of the debt, as well as to accom- 
plish other good results, would be to <¢ 
up the national banks by withdrawing their 
notes from circulation and substituting United 
States notes 


by 


iose 


here 


in their place. are now in 
active operation sixteen hundred and twenty 
national banks, with an outstanding circulation 
of S299, T89,895 45, which were brou rhyt into 


extetonee by a law of Congress approved June 


3,1864. Tosecure the payment of their notes 
they have, as required by law, deposited in our 
Treasury $342,475,100 in bonds of the Gove 

ment, on which we are paying interest in coin 
amounting to about twenty million dollars per 
annum. ‘These banks have been yielding to 
the stockholders dividends of from twe lve to 
thirty-five per cent. per annum, which certainly 
does not entitle them to further claims on our 


| forbearance on account of any pretended hard- 


ship. Nor is there any constitutional question 
in the way, for the law under which the banks 
were created provides that it shall remain 


subject to amendment or repeal. As to that 
portion of the bonds on deposit as the basis 
of their banks which are payable in ‘ law- 
ful money,’’ which, according to the report 
of the Comptroller, are equal to about two 
thirds of the whole amount deposited, I would 
pay off the principal in greenbac ‘ks to be issued, 
and the accrued interest in coin from that in 
the Treasury. With the rem: uinder of this new 
issue of greenbacks I would in like manner 
redeem other outstanding five-twenty bonds in 


GLOBE. 


| ers then on this floor. 


875 


Radical party in Congress says it is, but the 
sustain it in that position, espe 
hey reflect that 
thus saved if applied to the purpose of a sink 
ing fund would pay off the whole aiid a debt 


in thirty-four years without additional taxes or 


people will not 


( se when t the S18.0%1 1.4) 


any othe r saving. So apparent was the justi 
and wisdom of putting an end to this banking 
in in the way | have proposed that the 
legislature of the State of Illinois in Februar ys 
IsG7, then having in both branches a Re pub 
lican majority ofover two thirds, passed a 
current resolution instructing their Geunte rs 
| requesting their Kepresentatives in Con- 
gress **to aid in all measures tending to the 
withdrawal of the national bank notes, and the 


ot legal tender notes.”’ 
in oflicial copy of the laws of that 
State passed in the year 1867, and in it I find 
published the resolution I have referred to with 
a preamble, which reads as follows: 

N hereas the contraction of the currency by the 
withdrawal of legal-tender Treasury notes from cir- 


Substitution theretor 


as : 
betore me ist 


culation in the present financial condition of the 
country would be injuriou: to the Government and 
oppressive te tax-payers; and whereas the interest 
of the G ronment and peop le would be promoted 
by the with drawal from circulation of notes issued 
by the national banks and by substitution there! 

of legal-tender Treasury notes and by the payment 
of interest-bearing legal-tender Treasury notes, at 
the earliest option of the Government, in non-inter 
est-bearing legal-tender Treasury notes: Therefore, 


* Beit resolved by the House of Representatives 
State of Illinoia, 
our Senators be 
in Co } 


Ww the 
the Senate concurring therein,) That 
instructed and our Representatives 
ngress be requested to oppose all measures tend 
ing to the contraction of the currency by the with 
lrawal of the legal-tender Treasury notes, and to aid 





in all measures tending to the withdrawal of 
nati | bank notes and the substitution therefor of 
lewal-tender notes.”’ 


How faithfully those Senators and Represent- 
itives in Congress have obeyed those inst ruc- 
tions or respected that re que st the records of 
Con No doubt the conduct 
of Republican members from that State will 
hefore the this session give to 
constituents additional evidence of how utterly 
careless they are of the wishes of the people 
whom they on this question misrepresent. But 
when other distracting questions with which 
now attempts to divert the public 
mind shall be settled, and the attention of the 
people be directed to this with other kindred 
financial questions, we shall see how success- 
ful they are in convincing the people that they 
are wrong, and that it is better to have a cur 
rency that costs six per cent. coin interest than 
a money that costs no interest. We will then 

whether they can demonstrate that the 
dit of a bank is better than the credit of 
the Government. 
the resolution I have read 
passed by a Legislatare whose members 
fresh from the body of the people. ‘They ex 
pressed not only the politics al convictions of 
almost the entire people of that State, but even 
the professed opinions of their Republican lead- 
On the 26th day of 
November, 1867, in response to that resolu- 


will show. 


gress 


close of their 


Congress 


see 
ere 

Sir, was 
were 


just 


|| tion, a Democratic member from Illinois, (Mr. 


the order in which they were sold, to be desig- | 


nated by the Secretary of the Treasury in a 
proper notice to their holders, at the same time 
specifying when they should be presented for 
payment. These greenbacks should be issued 


| conte mporaneously with the withdrawal of the 


| we would pay no interest. 


1ational bank notes, so as not to decrease the 
circulation while the change is being made. 
This substitution of United States notes for 
bank notes would save to the people the sum 
of $18,000,000 in coin per annum without 
increasing the circulation. Instead of bank 
notes on which we are virtuaily paying six per 
cent. coin interest we would then have the 
same amount in United States notes on which 
What reason or 
argument is it necessary to urge in favorof such 
a measure? 

Is it wrong to save $18,000,000 of coin which 
these banks now take from the Treasury? The 


Ross, ) always faithful to the best interests of his 
constituents, offered a resolution in this Llouse 
declaring that national bank notes should be 
withdrawn from circulation and greenbacks 
substituted for them. On the motion to lay 
the resolution on the table, which was under 
stood to be a test vote, the yeas were 52, nays 
101, not voting 28. Of the members from Illi- 
nois, Mr. Raum did not vote; Baker, Burr, 
Cook, Cutiom, Farnswortn, Harding, Incer 
soLL, Jupp, LoGan, Mars#a.i, and Ross voted 
against laying the resolution on the table. Only 
two voted in the affirmative—Mr. Washburne, 
who based his objection to the resolution on 1 

phraseology, and Mr. Bromwell, who assigned 
no reason, and who was left at home by t! 

people at the next election. The next resolu 

tion introduced declaring the same policy here 


was the one which I had the honor to present 
on the 17th instant. It reads as follows: 
| “* Resolved, That the C mmittee on Banking and 
1! Currency be. and they are hereby, instructed to re 
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portatan early day a bill providing for withdrawing 
from circulation the national bank currency, and for 
issuing instead of such currency Treasury notes 
usually known as * greenbacks,’”’ 

On the motion to suspend the rules and for 
its adoption the vote stood—yeas 55, nays 114, 
not voling 41. Of the Representatives from 
Iilinois the four Democrats—Burr, Cress, 


Manrsuau, and MeNeg.y—and one Repub- | 
lican, Mr. Hay, voted for the resolution; six | 


Republicans—Jupp, Cook, Burcuarp, Haw- 
I ’ ’ 


LEY, LOGAN, and Moors, voted against it—and |) 


three RKepublicans— Messrs. CuLtom, Farns- 
worrn, and INGeRsoLi-—though to my personal 
knowledge in their seats at the time, did not vote 
atall, Now, if this resolution was right in No- 
vember, 1867, why isit not right now? If the 
Kepublican Legislature of Illinois, its Repub- 
lican press, and its Republican leaders in Con- 
gress were in favor of this resolution in 1867, 
why are they now, with a single exception, de- 
nouncing it aad vigorously advocating the per- 
petuity of these banks? Why this change of 
front? What has brought about the change of 
base in the Radical party in a little over two 
years? Is it because they wish to repay these 
banks for their corrupting appliances, so often 
used and now so greatly needed by that party in 
the elections? Isit because they find itnecessary 
to retain the influence that radiates from their 
vaults, which melts majorities into minorities 
and causes the servants of the people to forget 
their duty and spurn the requests of their mas- 
ters? ‘The miraculous conversion which these 
bunks have wrought among the leaders of the 
party in power is wonderful. The history of 
the country presents no example of such a 
change in so shorta time on a question of pub- 
lic policy so vital and important. All this is 
done without assigning a single reason, while 
the adoption of the policy they once favored 
but now condemn has become more necessary 
and of greater importance than ever. Until 
the present Administration came into power 
there was a hope that these banks would soon 
cease to exist, but now they seem to rest on 
more solid foundations than ever. Once the 
bankers begged your assistance and forbear- 
ance, but now the power behind the throne has 
become greater than the throne itself. The 
national banker stands in that lobby with his 
arms complacently foldedin conscious security, 
He looks in upon this House and sees systems 
pass away, the land-marks of the fathers disre- 
garded, the Constitution trampled under foot, 
even great States stricken down under your 
avenging power, but no hand dare touch ro 
At last, however, the tottering fortunes of the 
party that now sustainsthem warn these national 
bankers that they must reach a position which 
will be independent of those misfortunes which 
befall the triends of failing parties. Hence, 
we find that on the 23d day of June, 1869, these 
banks, sixteen hundred and twenty in number, 
representing a capital of $300,000,000, per- 
meating all the business interests of the coun- 
try, met in joint convention in New York to 
colbine against the people whom they have 
reason to fear. Never was so vast and power- 
ful a moneyed influence brought together for 
joint action on this continent, The president 
of that convention declared, while presiding 
over its deliberations, that questions affectin 
the interest of the banks ‘‘ should be settled 
in conference by their executive committee, 
and whatever legislation might be necessary 
would readily follow.’ 

When we consider who the president was who 
said this his statement becomes significant. 
lis name is Theodore M. Pomeroy. For six 
years prior to the 4th of March last he was a 
member of Congress; on financial questions 
he was prominent. He held the position of 
chairman of the Committee on Banking and 
Currency from its organization on the 4th day 
of March, 1864, until he ceased to be a mem- 





] 
| ganized, and in the care and keeping of the 
committee of which he was chairman they con- 
' tinued to be fosteredand encouraged. I men- 
tion these facts only to show that he had reason 
to know whereof he spoke when he said that 
necessary legislation would follow the demand 
of the banks, and that the declaration was made 
by a man who knew froin personal experience 
what mysterous influences it was necessary to 
| bring to bear to effect legislation in Congress. 
That convention met, consulted, appointed a 
| cOmmittee, and quietly adjourned. Whatareits 
fruits? What do these banks demand? They 
| do not appear in the person of their committee 
or any known members of their organization, 
| defeat their object. They move in a subtile, 
| insidious, and therefore effective way. They 
| are represented by agents who claim to be 
| influenced and moved by their convictions of 
right and their desire to serve the country. 
| All at once we find the Administration and the 
| leaders of the Radical party in Congress acting 
| in singular harmony with their views. Even 
| the President has been by some means or other 
versuaded into advocating what these bankers 
cae combined to obtain. What these banks 
want is greater intrinsic strength ; a larger con- 
trol over the people, over labor, and legisla- 
uuon. 
| system. They want thirty-two hundred and forty 
banks instead of sixteen hundred and twenty. 
| They wantto engage double the amount of the 
capital now invested in order to double their 
influence and make their overthrow twice as 
difficult as it is now; and to prevent injury to 
their present circulation they propose to sub- 
stitute the notes of the new banks in the place 
of greenbacks, which they ask Congress to 
withdraw. ‘This will also serve the double pur- 
| pose of removing from competition with their 
notes a currency which is a legal tender, and 
therefore more acceptable, and put at rest all 
possibility of substituting greenbacks for their 
notes now outstanding. 
The party in power will attempt to grant what 
is thus demanded by these bankers before this 





Congress adjourns, unless a fear of disruption | 


on this and other financial questions causes it 
to pause untilafter the fall elections. Its part. 
machinery has been set to work to icgeetah 
such a result, and we will soon see whether 
the ‘‘ necessary legislation will follow,’’ as Mr. 
Pomeroy promised the convention of bankers. 
The Comptroller of the Currency, who has 
special charge of this subject, in his last report, 
which has been approved by the Administra- 
tion, advocates the withdrawal of United States 
legal-tender notes because, he says, they are 
irredeemable. Onthe other hand, he says that 
‘* the notes issued by national banks are nom- 
inally redeemable, and if the legal-tender notes 
were out of the way would be actually so.”’ 
Redeemable in what? Certainly not in coin; 
for it would be impossible for the banks to be 
always ready to redeem in eoin their issue, thus 
increased to $700,000,000, when there is in the 
United States but little over $200,000,000 of 
coin all told, of which $180,000,000 per annum 


for that would excite opposition and possibly | 


‘They want broader foundations to their || 








is required in the business of paying customs | 


onimports. No human being can give a reason 
why ‘‘ greenbacks’’ are not as redeemable in 
coin as bank notes would be under the present 
system. This scheme has also found its advo- 
cates on this floor and in the Senate. Mr. 
Sumner, who perhaps more than any other 
member of Congress enjoys the confidence of 
the Administration, sounded the key-note of 
his party in the opening sentence of his speech 
on the 12th instant, in which he declared that he 
was in favor of ‘‘ the extension of the national 


'| banking system and the withdrawal of green- 


| 
| 
| 
i 


backs in proportion to the new bank notes 
issued,”’ 
Before entering upon such a policy I appeal 


ber of Congress, and when Mr. Co.rax resigned || to you to pause and reflect upon the results 


was elected to the position of Speaker. He 
was here and assisted in passing the law under 
which the national banks were created and or: 


| 


that would follow it. Its adoption would bring 
us immediately to specie payments, for when 
United States notes are withdrawn from circula- 
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| estimated to be at least $8,000,000,000, P 


_ tender, forced sales of property for the s 
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tion goldor silver isthe only ‘legal tender.”’ T 

leave us in our present condition of individya| 
and national indebtedness without any a 
tender circulating medium except coin wo.) 
bring on a financial crisis which would bank. 
rupt the country. As if following the exam.) 
of the Government, the people in their jy.) 

vidual capacity are more involved in debt the: 
ever before; their individual indebtedness ;. 
, i ) ressed 
for payment, with nothing but coin for a Jeva| 
austac- 


_ tion of private debts and taxes would follow ;, 





| in power. 


| of $200,000,000 in United States legal-tend: 





multiplied numbers. In that event wher, 
would the farmer who is still in debt for jy. 
land find coin with which to pay the balanc. 
he owes for it?) Where would the laborer wi, 
has been struggling for a home find coin 
complete the purchase of his homestead? |), 
you propose to turn thei over to the tender 
mercies of the bondholders, whose gold interes; 
would then in the absence of greenbacks coy. 
stitute one half of the legal-tender circulating 
medium of the country? I trust that such » 
calamity will be averted. If such a policy is 
inaugurated it should be followed by a bank. 
rupt act under which the people may find relief 
by surrendering all they possess in payment of 
their debts. 

‘This proposition to withdraw from circula- 
tion the legal-tender ‘Treasury notes is but 
another step toward the completion of that 
plan which the Radical party is engaged in 
executing by which the capitalists of this coun- 
try hope to control with more ease and cer- 
tainty all the industrial interests of the people, 
To succeed in the robbery they have begun 
they must reduce labor to a more abject state 
of servitude and gather still greater taxes by 
means of legislation in their complete contro). 


| ven now they are plundering the people by a 


system of revenue laws unequal and oppress: 
ive, enforced by fines and imprisonments, vio- 
lent searches and seizures of houses and pri- 
vate papers, and by inquisitions such as were 
uever known in any civilized country before, 
much less under a Government which is sup- 
posed to rest for support on the consent of the 


| governed. ‘l’o acquire and retain that contro! 
£ 


over the labor of the country, to secure tle 
necessary laws now existing and hereafter to 
be enacted, and to insure their execution, 
capitalists have selected the leaders of the 
Republican party as their agents, whom for 
their compensation they promise to perpetuate 
This monstrous conspiracy against 
the industrial interests of the people must be 
defeated. Before this banking power becomes 
too great and more firmly fastened upon us we 
must destroy it. We mus: follow the example 
of the great Jackson in his struggle with the 
old bank and rely upon the people to sustain 
us. We must close up these sixteen hundred 
and twenty banks, these reservoirs erected by 
Congress iuto which is pouring the sweat and 
labor of the toiling millions of the land. We 
must stop the stream of $18,000,000 of goid 
interest that flows annually into their coflers, 
and save itin the pockets of the people who 
earn it, 

Mr. Speaker, to still further facilitate and 
hasten the payment of the public debt, and 
to answer the pressing demands of the people, 
I would expand the circulation by the Issue 

; 
notes in addition to those now outstanding and 
in addition to those 1 would substitute in the 
place of the national bank notes. In this | 
speak for myself; and having advocated this 
expansion in the canvass which I made pre 
vious to my election, I speak for the peop! 
whom I represent. By the term expansion ! 
do not mean inflation, but simply such increas” 
of circulation as the business wants of the peo 
ple justify. This expansion, however, should 
be sufficiently gradual as would prevent any 
serious financial shock. Feeling the pulse o! 


the business public, | would administer the 
relief as the patient could bear it. 


A glance 


at the con 
ness inter 
that we ne 
last report 
there 18 n¢ 
fractional 
and of e 
making 10 
Now, 81 
were not 
ment expe 
per annul 
possibly, 
with the 
until that 
we must f 
ernment! 
the peop 
one milli 
per day, 
ive milli 
requires 
to pay t 
amount ¢ 
cipal tar 
fact that 
year tha 
. United 
was req 
he enti 
do it. 
dollar a 
tax-eate 
‘The ] 
determi 
we shot 
amount 
drawn 
employ 
much t 
the tax 
routine 
the fie! 
long al 
Comm| 
that fif 
Thelo 
of mil 
sum tl 
left fo 
exchal 
should 
tion, ¢ 
$365, | 
a Der 
ment 
per yé 
But 
the ¢ 
$18 ¢ 
of Fr 
culati 
that | 
Mr. \ 
sacht 
of th 
made 
with 
previ 
This 
Mr. 
tain 
polit 
18 th 
In 
thes 
ted: 
amo 
dedi 
the 
$95: 
dedi 
ame 
muc 
ban 
ban 
mal 
cou 


sey 


in 








a aa rr , + ~” ‘e| = \ 
-29 1870. [THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 877 
as ” iti ancy ¢ he ej. “Mrenlati uth . Polle . . ; y } ‘ 
wd at the re pr sien and the busi circulation, neither Mr. Walker nor the Spe- || which Mr. Walker erroneously accounts for on 
vidi ness interest which employs . convinces me cial Commissioner gives us a reason. If we | the ground of *‘the smallness of her territory.”’ 
 tega hat we need oO ee 4.ccording to the || shall apply the same rule to each of the three | With us in the country districts of the West 
ba ast report of the Comptroller of the Currency || countries we will find that in England there || banks are scarce. Every man is his own banker 


bank. chere is now in circulation, of greenbacks and 
D ‘actional currency, the sum of $393,148,700, 
> in nd of national bank notes, $299,789,895; 
making in all a circulation of $692,938,595. 
: "Now, sir, if we were out of debt, if our taxes 
resse,| were not so burdensome, and if our Govern- 
ment expenditures did not exceed $150,000,000 
a »erannum, as should then bethe case, we might 
ow in »ossibly, with our present population, get along 
whe ith the present amount of circulation; but 
r | inti] that time arrives, and perhaps even then, 
an wemusthave moremoney. ‘The General Gov- 
ryment is collecting, in the shape of taxes from 
. people under Tederal laws, over thirty- 
ne million dollars per month, over one million 
ner day, exceeding three hundred and sixty- 
‘ye million dollars per year. ‘Thus we find it 





) pay the Kederal taxes. 
amount of State, county, town, and other muni- 
pal taxes, and the figures show the startling 


vear than all the money in circulation in the 
‘nited States. If the payment of those taxes 
was required to be made on one certain day 
la e entire circulation would not be sufficient to 
) but it. The people would be left without a 
hat lollar and be still in debt to the great army of 
tax-eaters now living on their substance. 
our {he point I wish to present is this: that in 


ple, we should, among other things, consider what 
gun amount of the circulation is constantly with- 


determining what amount of money is required | 


yn requires over one half of the entire circulation | 
Add to this the | 


‘act that the people will pay more in taxes this | 


drawn from business transactions and kept || 


employed in the payment of taxes. It requires 
Tol, much time for millions of dollars to pass from 


the field of circulation again. 
pri- lon 
Commissioner of the Revenue once charged 
that fifty per cent. of it is stolen on its passage. 
up- lhe longer this great, constantly-flowing stream 
of millions is thus detained the greater is the 
sum thus kept engaged and the less we have 
left for the legitimate purposes of business 
exchanges. Hence the circulation per capita 
should be greater under a Radical administra- 
tion, collecting annual revenues amounting to 
3365,000,000 tor federal purposes, than under 


ment expenditures did not exceed $78,000,000 
per year. 
But the opponents of expansion claim that 


the circulation of Great Britain is equal to | 


$18 83 per head of the inhabitants, and that 


culation of the United States should not exceed 
ed that amount. This calculation is made by a 
Mr. Walker, a late bank commissioner of Mas- 
sachusetts, in a letter appended to the report 
of the Special Commissioner of the Revenue 
made a year ago, and though not at all agreeing 
with the statement of the Commissioner in his 
previous report, yet is now approved by him. 
this estimate is founded on no certain basis. 
Mr. Walker confesses that he depends on cer- 
tain estimates made by different writers on 
political economy, between whom he says there 
1s the widest difference of opinion. 
, In calculating the amount of circulation on 
1d these uncertain estimates this error iscommit- 
ted: from the total circulation of Great Britain, 
amounting to $596,000,000, $131,000,000 is 
is deducted as so much ‘‘in bank,’’ and from 
the total circulation of France, amounting to 
952,000,000, $255,000,000 is in like manner 
deducted as the amount ‘‘in bank.’’ These 
amounts thus deducted as ‘‘in bank’’ are as 
much in circulation as are the greenbacks and 


d bank notes which are on deposit in all the 
J banks of this country. Why the amount esti- 
mated ‘fin bank’’ in England and France is 
e counted as out of circulation, and the amount 
8 ‘*in bank’’ in the United States is added to the 


a Democratic administration, whose Govern- | 


4 of France to $18 34 per head, and that the cir- | 


the tax-payers to the Government and in the | 
routine of Government disbursement return to | 
The route is || 
g and slow; so much so that the Special | 





is acirculation of twenty-five dollars per head 
of the inhabitants, in France thirty dollars per 
head, and in the United States, on a basis of 
forty million people, $17 32 per head. But 
admitting that the circulation in those coun- 
tries is as stated, a little less than nineteen 
dollars per head, that does not prove conclu- 
sively that we should not have twenty-two dol- 
lars per head, as the expansion I propose would 
give us. 

It is well to investigate the financial condi- 
tion of other countries; but we must remember 
that a financial policy should be in harmony 
with the situation and character of the people 
and their business to which it is applied. With 
me it is not sufficient to say, ‘‘ Kngland and 
I’rance do thus and so, therefore we should 
do the same thing.’’ The mode of transacting 
business and of effecting exchanges with us is 
different from that of England and France. 
Many reasons exist why there should be a 
greater circulation per capita in the United 
States than in either of those countries, but I 
will confine myself to but two or three. In the 
first place a much larger business as compared 
with the whole business is done in the way of 
bank credits and bank deposits in both Kng- 
land and France than in this country; in fact, 
the greater part of the business of Europe is 
sarried on by the use of commercial paper. In 
this way the actual presence and use of money 
is not so much needed there as with us. This 
fact is admitted by Mr. Walker in his compar- 
ison of English and American circulation, for 
he in his argument insists that bank credits 
and bank deposits are not money; that they 
are only the ‘‘economical substitutes’ for 
money, and therefore should not be included 
in the circulation. 

Now, while it is true that these bank credits 
and bank deposits are not, properly speaking, 
a part of the ‘‘money circulation,’’ yet it is 
equally true that what we lack in their ‘‘ eco- 


| nomical substitutes’’ for money weshould make 
| up in money itself. In other words, the more 





business a people carry on with the substi- 
tutes for money the less actual need they have 
for money itself. Of -course money is better 
than its substitute, but lam speaking of its 
practical effect upon business. It must be 
admitted that the retail business of a people 
must be almost entirely carried on with money 
actually used in each exchange, and that the 


| wholesale business is almost entirely carried 


on without the actual use of money, but by 
bank credits and bank deposits, the ‘‘ eco- 
nomical substitutes’? for money. Hence the 
retailers, farmers, and the laboring popula- 
tion of this country, especially of the south- 
ern, middle, and western States, with whom 
wealth is more equally distributed than else- 
where, need more money, according to the 
whole amount of their business, than do the 
manufacturers, bankers, and merchants of 
London and other business centers of England. 

This fact may partially account for the de- 
mand for expansion in the West and its coun- 
ter-demand for contraction in the East. In 
addition to this reason the laws of trade teach 


| us that the more sparsely settled a people may 


be the less opportunity they have to make 
those mutual exchanges of labor or property, 


| or of credits for either, which constitutes the 


| process of set-off in business transactions. 


This inability to make immediate exchange in 
similar labor or property,or for valuable credits, 
requires money to be given in exchange for the 
labor to be done or property to be delivered, 


| so that it can be held as a representative of 


value acceptable to whomsoever might choose 
to deal with its holder. Hence, in the agri- 
cultura! districts, and especially in the more 


|| thinly populated portions, the people are less 


able to carry on this ‘* process of set-offs ”’ 
which England does to so great an extent, but 


and the keeper of his own funds. Money 
instead of its substitute is necessary to be ex 
changed for what is sold or purchased. 
Again, sir, the land tenure of England, us 
compared with the active and rapid exchange: 
of real estate in the United States, furnishes 
another reason why the presence of money to 
facilitate exchanges is more necessary her 
than in that country ; for as has been well said, 
‘*it is not the ownership but the exchange o! 
property which demands the use of money. 
‘This, however, is less than the whole truth. 
The landed estates of England need compar 
atively little labor to keepthem up and improv: 
them, while ‘‘we have an immensity of land 
courting the industry of the husbandman.’’ 
We have forests, mines, and extensive unim 
proved prairies, which are so much raw mate- 
rial out of which towns and cities and farms 
and all else that make a country great and 
wealthy are to be manufactured by labor. That 
labor which has in a few years redeemed this 
land from a wilderness, and which must be 
employed and constantly kept at work in im 
proving the country, must be stimulated, fos 
tered, and paid in money. Property may be 
given in exchange for property, but labor must 
have money for its reward. ‘lo open up and 


| improve a farm on your western frontier you 


must have labor to assist you, and that labor 
you cannot get unless you have money to pay 
for it. One of the great mistakes made by the 
writers on political economy of this day consists 
in the proposition that money is only used to 
facilitate exchanges of property and that its 
necessity is to be calculated by the frequency 
of the exchanges of that property and its value. 
They should remember that labor whenapplied 
to raw material becomes property, and more 
than all other kinds of property requires the 
presence of money to secure and foster it. 
Especially is this so of that kind of labor neces- 
sary to the development of our agricultural 
interests, which even now, in comparison with 
the whole business of the people, exceeds that 
of any other nation on the globe. 

Another reason why we need more money 
per head than we did before the war and more 
than is deemed necessary in England is because 
of the increased amount of money we must 
handle in the purchase of the necessaries o! 
life and all other articles of daily and constant 
use. ‘These purchases constitute the greater 
portion of all the exchanges for which money 
is used, and if the amount of money necessary 
to effect them is increased the currency should 
be increased to a corresponding amount; for all 
political economists admit that the volume of 
the circulation should to a great degree be in 
proportion to the value and the frequency of 
the exchanges necessary to be made with it. 

Mr. Speaker, money, on account of its 
scarcity, commands too high a rate of interest, 
and to reduce it we must satisfy the demand 
by a greater supply. To make business more 
active and give employment to labor invested 
capital must be relieved of the excessive interest 
which burdens it. Perhaps those most to be 
benefited in this way are those of small means, 
who should be enabled to borrow money with 
greater ease and at lower rates of interest than 
they now pay. ‘The advocates of contraction 
say that a greater supply of currency would 
increase the rate of interest, That statement 
is so contrary to the experience of every busi- 
ness man, and so inconsistent with those laws 
of trade which in regard to all other articles 
of trade regulate the supply and the demand, 
that no argument is necessary to combat it; 
its unconcealed fallacy is its own answer. 

Sir, I need not stop to point out how that the 
West and South are deprived of their share of 
the national bank circulation by its unequal dis- 
tribution. I have nottime. I may, however, 
remark that the city of Chicago, with a popu- 
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lation of three hundred thou sand, 
. . x, ’ > 

emporiam of the Northwest, with a commerce 

ccond to New York alone, has $5,400,000 of 


the bank-note circulation, while New York 


t 
sand, has $66,000,000, and Boston, with a pop- 
ulation of two hundred and fifty thousand, has 
341,000,000 of such cireulation. All this is 
brought about by that eastern capital which 
LOW manipulates legislation as it pleases. No 
wonder the eastern people are opposed to 
expansion. 

but I will add one otherreason why I am for 
un expansion of the currency, which is greater 
than all I have given. Itisthis: the people whom 
| have the honor to represent ask it. That 
should be suflicient to determine the course of 
one sent here to express their wishes. Bankers 


and their agents may argue and theorize, but | 


the opinions of plain business men of sound 


judgments, founded on their experience during | 


the days of expansion and contraction, is of 
greater weight with me in determining what 
the people need in their business affairs. It 
is nol necessary to compare this with other 
countries. We have only to look at the plain 
tacts as they have existed in the last few years. 
We have tried expansion and the gradual 
passage from it to the present contraction of 
the currency. Look at the condition of the 
country in the two periods. In September, 
1565, we had $984, 138,959 in cireulation, which 
was $21,200,364 more than we have now. 
When were the people more prosperous, busi- 
ness more active, interest lower, the products 
of agriculture commanding a better price, and 
labor better rewarded? Returning from the 
pursuit of war the people were pressing for- 
ward with equal energy toward the victories 
ol industry and of peace. ‘The progress in 
national development which we had made 
belore the war was about to be eclipsed in the 
new era then dawning. How is itnow? Busi- 
ness is stagnant, the linancial situation is not 
satisfactory, and the signs of prosperity have 
departed. In your cities prophecies of panic 
aud failures are on all lips, and fear of an 
approaching financial crisis is depicted on the 
face of the business world. ‘The public prints 
give forth auguries of coming disaster. Men 
heretotore solvent are standing up against the 
pressure On a basis of borrowed capital which, 
iu payment of exorbitant interest, is fast slip- 
ping from under their feet. Inthe agricultural 
districts products move slowly in the stream 
of commerce and even then find low prices and 
aduiland hesitating market; labor, no longer 
iu that demand which gave it independence, 


found yields little more than a bare subsistence. 


‘The mereantile agency of New York has pre- | 


served a record of the failures of the year ending 
January 1, 1870. They number twenty seven 


hundred and ninety-nine, and their liabilities | 


are $75,054,400, 

Sir, this story of financial ruin is as nothing 
when compared with all these failures, which 
fill all other walks of life, and which have no 
record to perpetuate their misfortunes. A Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts the other day gave in 
one vigorous sentence a true picture of the times 
when he said ‘* business halts in chains and 
life bends under the load.’’ Itis true that con- 
traction alone has not brought us to this state 
ot affairs, but it has been the prominent cause. 
W bilethe volume of currency has been reduced 
during this time, the reopening of trade in the 
South since the war we the development of 
tle West has broadened the area of circulation. 
Lhe northern States and Territories to which, 
four years ago, the circulation of greenbacks 
and national bank notes was almost exclusively 
limited, byarapiddevelopmentofourresources, 
especially in those western Territories where 
business of all kinds has exhibited such an 
unexampled growth and healthy increase, have 
made expansion rather than contraction more 
necessary, 


and the | 
yreatest grain market in the world, the great | 


city, with a population of nine hundred thou- 


But what will we say of the situation when 
we come to reflect on that great drain made on 
| usto supply the South witha circulation? The 
| people of the South thus to be supplied would 
require a large share of the entire circulation 
for the purpose of carrying on their ordinary 


|| transactions; but how much more is necessary 


| in repairing and rebuilding their towns, cities, 
| and plantations, made desolate by war? If 
$984,000,000 were needed by us in 1865, how 
much more do we need at least $892,000,000 
| now? 

But it may be asked how would you get the 
$200,000,000 of greenbacks which it is pro- 
posed to issue into circulation? 
is, by paying off five-twenty bonds with it. In 
| making this payment on the bonds we should 
| not go into the market among the brokers and 


My answer | 


give twenty per cent. premium for the priv- | 


ilege of paying what we owe, as your Secre- 
| tary of the Treasury is now doing, but we 


should pay them at the counter of the Treas- | 


fied in the contract. I do not say that the 


| whole $200,000,000 should be issued and put | 


into circulation on the same day; it would be 


| 

| 

| 

| shou unter : 
'| uryin the exact sum and kind of money speci- 

| 


| best, no doubt, to issue it in installments and 
| at the expiration of certain intervals until the 


‘|| whole amount should be put into circulation. 





| L will not now undertake to say what the 
|| amount of those installments should be, nor 
| at what intervals they should be issued. Sup- 


example, $20,000,000 per month. 
Secretary of the Treasury to give notice, say a 
month in advance, that the bounds, in the order 
| in which they were sold, amounting to that sum 
on their face, be presented by their holders at 
the Treasury of the United States for payment ; 
then direct the l'reasurer to pay those bonds 
when thus presented, the principal with green- 
backs to be issued and the accrued interest 
thereon with coin from the Treasury. 
payment of bonds sa. continue uatil the whole 
$200,000,000 should be paid out and added to 
the present volume of circulation. 

In this mode of payment the Secretary of the 
Treasury should be required to give in his notice 
the numbers and date and series of the bonds 
to be paid, having due regard to the order in 
which they were sold. Ifa boudholder refused 
| to present his bond for payment in accordance 
with such a notice tel! him that a lawful tender 
having been made the interest on his bond shall 
cease thereafter, just as a man stops paying in- 


tender of what is due upon it. 
of morals and the same rule of law that govern 


‘| an individual in the payment of his private 
goes aboutin search of employment which when | 


debt should govern a collection of individuals 
composing a nation in paying a nationl debt. 
‘There can be no difference in principle. Would 


standing note after it is due? Would he be 
charged as a repudiator if he should offer to 
pay the precise sum and kind of money due as 


court that would compel a man to pay interest 
ufter he had made such a tender? Sir, the 
policy of the Radical party which takes money 


of more than they owe is cruelly wrong and 
dishonest. If the $200,000,000 thus added to 
the circulation should be found to be insufticient 
an additional amount could then be issued, or 
the increase might be left to a system of banks 
regulated by the several States. The reason I 
now limit the expansion is because [ know that 
the amount I propose should be issued is actu- 
ally needed. A further increase I would leave 
to the future. 

Thus, by the destruction of the national banks 
and the payment of $200,000,000 of bonds by 
greenbacks issued for expansion, we would 
stop the interest on $500,000,000 of bonds, 





terest on his matured note after making a legal | 
The same code | 


you ask a man to pay a premium on his out- | 


specified in his note? What would you say of a | 


from the pockets of the people for the payment | 


pose, however, that we conclude to issue, for | 
Direct the | 


Let the | 





thereby saving to the people $30,000,000 in | 


coin annually. ‘To lift from the shoulders of 


the people $30,000,000 per annum of taxes in 
coin by these two measures, and give them the 
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benefit of such expansion of the currency 
would secure for this Congress the thanks o¢ 
a grateful people. 

But, sir, in addition to the redemption of 
the $500,000,000 of bonds in the manner | 
have just specified 1 would proceed to pay of 
the remaining bonded debt at the rate oj i 
least $100,000,000 perannum. This paymen: 
would not require an additional issue of jeg.,! 
tender notes in excess of the proposed expa 


of 


: an- 
sion; but the necessary amount would be gy»). 
plied out of revenues to be collected and yo: 


necessary for the ordinary expenses of the Goy. 
ernment. This amount should be paid out jy 
weekly payments, which would be in sums of 
less than two million dollars per week, ayq 
timely notice should be given of the particula, 
bonds to be redeemed and at what time they 
should be presented. I would have it expressiy 
understood in this as in all other cases of pay. 
ment of the bonds that interest should cease 
to be paid on a bond after its holder refuses to 
present it for payment at the time directed, 
and that when the law promises coin coin 
should be paid; but unless coin is promised 
greenbacks and nothing else should be paid, 

Thus the whole bonded debt could be paid 
off, leaving the $892,938,595 of greenbacks in 
circulation as the only debt of the Goverp- 
ment at the end of a few years, 

If while we are thus paying off the debt the 
bonds could be exchanged for those drawing 
only four and one half per cent. interest with- 
out changing the principal a great advantage 
would be gained by it; but I have no idea such 
a thing can be done. No man can give a reason 
why a holder of a bond bearing six per cent. 
interest would voluntarily exchange it for one 
bearing four and a half per cent. Hamilton 
attempted to fund the public debt in four per 
cent. bonds when he was at the head of the 
Treasury Department, but failed. When we 
contrast his ability and the size of the debt a: 
that time with the ability of Mr. Boutwell ani 
the size of the present debt, how utterly hope 
less is the scheme of funding the debt on any 
acceptable terms. ‘lhe English people funded 
their debt, but to do so were compelled to 
make it a perpetual burden, leaving no hope 
of its payment. Ours might be funded in the 
same way, but in no other. ‘The prospect of 
an early payment of the debt, even at its pres- 
ent high rate of interest, is worth more than 
a reduction of interest with a surrender of all 
hope of its speedy extinguishment. Why, who 
expects a bondholder to give up his bonds for 
something not so good? They are men ot 
business, and will look upon the exchange as 
a business transaction. If it is of benelit to 
them they will accept your proposition, but if 
it is not they will reject it. What will you do 
then? Will you force them to yield to your 
proposition by unfriendly legislation? ‘That 
you have no more right to do than you have to 
repudiate the whole debt. 

Sir, this provision to reduce the interest on 
the debt by funding it is a cheat. If it is 
attempted it will end in granting new and addi- 
tional privileges to the holder of the bonds to 
compensate him for the per cent. he loses in 
the exchange, which will be worse than to let 
them stand as they are, for the bondholder wil! 
be sure to get the best of such a bargain. Ii, 
however, such a thing can be done without 
losing any advantage we now have, I would 
cheerfully vote for it. And here let me say, 
let me put it on record, that I never will vote 
for the payment of a dollar of the public debt 
except according to the law under which !' 
was contracted. You may pass your bills to 


‘strengthen the public credit and your funding 


bills, but they are not worth a rush to me 1! 
they add a dollar tothe debt. 

But the Radical party claims that we should 
postpone the payment ofthe debt; that we should 
leave something to posterity to pay. Sir, Lagain 

rotest that the nation should in the payment of 
its debt imitate the action of individuals of good 
judgment and common sense in the payment 
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their individual debts. Would a prudent 
prefer to leave unpaid a part of the 
du e for his land as a hen a vainst it, to 
| by his children, rather than pay it offas 
as pee out of surplus funds? Would 
prefer to pay interest all his life in order to 
ye something to his children to pay? ‘They 
it have occasion to contract debts of their 
after his death, and such a rule as this if 
ved would engage each successive genera- 

in the payment of the debts of their anc 
Why should we desire to leave 

ebt as a legacy to posterity ? 

Is this the last and the only national debt to 
he contracted? I wish such was the case, but 
he coming generation—yes, sir, this genera- 
tion, may be forced to contract another public 
debt. Other wars may be waged by this coun- 
try either of an offensive or a defensive chur- 
acter. Other Cubas may struggle against 

ranny. Ireland may again aspire to inde- 
1 American citizens now unl: iwfully 
»prisoned abroad may continue to ery for 
assistance and protection ; and the dz 1y may 
coon come when we shall have astatesman for a 
President with the manhood and moral courage 
to throw our sword into the scale of justice. 
In that event we shall want no national debt 
to hinder or hold us back. Even if peace shall 
e unbroken, as I trust it may, we want no 
pressive debt to weigh upon the energies 
{the pe ople with its crushing weight. But it 
is asked, where will we get the’ $100 000. 000 of 
greenbacks with which to redeem that amount 
of bonds per year? The answer is, out of the 
taxes to be collected, as all public debts are 
finally paid. This money thus paid for bonds 
would be immediately paid out by the bond- 
holders in purchases, advanced in loans, or 
therwise invested, and passing into the vol- 
ume of circulation would be taken up again in 
the payment of taxes, to be again paid out for 
ther bonds. In this manner the machinery 
would go on until every bond would be paid 
without any inerease of the eisaidlation other 
than that expansion I have advocated to-day. 
'o furnish this amount to apply to the payment 
of the debt no additional taxes need be levied, 
ecause the present Secretary of the Treasury 
has applied in the purchase of bonds out of the 
present revenues the sum of S7' 6,716, 306 TO 
ince the Ist di Ly of last March without re ally 

lucing the debt, which sum at the end of the 


f counted in greenbacks, would amount 


ey 


‘ 


a public 


lence. 





year, if 
to over one hundred and twenty-five million 
»ilars. On the contrary, the taxes must be 
reduced. ‘The amount of taxes to be taken off 
is equalto the amount of Government expenses 
to be taken off. ven the Republican mem- 
hers of Congress are unanimous in the outery 
gainst high taxes. Well, str, they have the 
power to reduce them; why do they not do 


? 


1 


lhe gentleman from Indis ana, [Mr. Orvru, | 
ina speech delivered just before the late recess, | 
charges that the Army is too large, and that 
‘we have a list of oflicers of every grade on 
our pay-rolls suflicient for an army of seventy- 
live thousand men, while the staff oflicers 
alone are equal in number to the ordinary 
requirements of an army of seven hundred 
and fifty hondewh’” The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [ Mr. Dawes] the other day charged 
still greater extravagance on the Naval Depart- 
ment. Similar charges, more in detail and 
involving much greater amounts, can be truth- 
fully made against not only these but every 
other Department of the Government. But | 
have not time to go into the recital. In the 
face of all this profligacy, recklessness, and 
extravagance in public expenditures on the 

irt of the Administration, as confessed by 

s friends and supporters, what manner of 
reform does the President suggest in his mes- 
age and what substantial effort to economize 
is made by Radical leaders in either House of 
this Congress? Not one. They attempt to 
deceive the people by proposing to reduce the | 
taxes without reducing the objects for which ! 
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taxes are collected. if you continue your 
present expenditures you must kee p up your 
present taxes. But this Adminiat ration not 
only squander s the revenues wrung from th 
people at an impoverishing rate, so much so as 
to excite the protest of its own friends, but it 
proposes to increase the Gover 
and conse quently the taxes. 
The official estimates of the expenses of the 
Government for the yeare nding r June 30, 1871, 
prepared by the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
which [} holdin my hand, putthem at $3 31,097, 
825 62. ‘Thatis an increase over rthe actual ap 


propriations made in the last year of Mr. Joln- 


nment expenses, 


son’s administration of § $ 49.682, 7. Butto 
speak more in detail, the estimates for the 
a : i : 

civil service are $25,731,685 40, being an 


excess over the appropriation of last year of 


$1,759,331 60. The estimates for the mili- 
tary service are $33,845,747 75, being an 


excess over the appropriation of last year of 


$1,181,258 87. Che estimates for the naval 


29 FOR O87 OF } : 
24,598,277 37, being an excess 


se rvice are 
, +} 2 : QO 97 
over the appropri: ation of last year of $9,272, 
031 37. The estimates for Indian affairs are 
4 9° l 
18,534 51, being an excess over the appro 
priation of last year of $2,145,354 
estimates for pensions are $: 0, 190,000, being 


58. The 





an excess over the appropriation of last 

of $11,240,000. The estimates for 

works are $24,625,173 55, being an excess 
over ithe aancasatiopet last ye 1r O f$19,182,- 
173 55. The estimates for miscellaneo us 


7 QS) 


expenditures are $5,531,267 82, being an ex- 


cess over the appropriation of last year « 
$1,796,676 83. [he estimates for postal r 
vice are $58,008,224 21, being an excess over 


See eet enw "eee ),071 21. 
imates for permanent appropri Lions 
are $145,219, Ll, being $4, 61 less 
the appropriati on of last year. 

You must add to this the $7,000,00( 


the appropriation yt 
ihe ¢ 


than 


) you 
propose to give for the Bay of Samana and the 
Island of St. Thomas, and the thousands of 
just claims of private persons which are 
ing you for payment. No wonder the chair 
man of the Committee on Appropriations 
[Mr. Dawes] is startled at the 
utters his daily warning to the friends of the 
Administration to pause in their 
profligacy for awhile, not for the good of the 
save their party. 


figures, and 
esl 
recnKniess 


country, but to 
This amount which the Administration as 
us to vote for its expenses is greater than 1 
expended by England, I’rance, or Austria, or 
any other empire or kingdom on the earth with 
their royal tanding armies, great 
publie debts, and all the other burdens — 
monarchies and despotisms impose upo their 
Administration which 
the people electet in 1868. because of the 
conomy it pl to practice. ; 
allege, you succet ded inthe conte yn accou 
of the immense ¢ xpt nditures un der 1 Mr. Jobn 
son’s administration, what will be the fate of 
your iain. when we bring it to an 
account before the people? This Government, 
which was constructed to be the cheapest and 
most simple of all forms shactaaiamal. you 
have made the most ‘xpensive and compiex 


families, 


Se 
people; yet this is the 


ymis se ( 


We must simplify and economize. Give back 
to the several States those powers you hav 
lately assumed, restrict the sphere of I’ederal 


action to those limits originally prescribed by 
the Constitution, and a reduction of your ex- 
penditures will follow. In addition to this, 
reduce the Army and Navy, as 
declare should be done, reform your 


Bureau, simplify your intricate and ex 
t 


you you rse lve x 
Indian 
J xpensive 
revenue system, stop the frauds in the collee- 
tion of ti 1X8 as wellas in their disbursement, 
take a portion of the taxes that are now levied 


on the necessaries of life and burden the 


shoulders of labor and place it upon the G 
ernment ponds—in short, pra Lice i wid 
system oiretrenciment, economy, and reform 


in all branches of the Government, and the 
Administration will begin to redeem the pr¢ 


ises you made to the people when you asi 


them to lift it into power. Unless it follows 

this course it will be rejex eaby tl peop 
There wasat wi 1 the tad ] suers 

br ike promises with impunity lh re 

day when in time of great national excitemen 


, 
and peril the people suffered themselves t 
robbed be« ause they were persu vile that i 
necessary to sav »the Union. Then any i 
into your conduct was 
nuswered it by d nounc ing it as treason. i hat 
time has ps You 
continue to talk of economy and refuse to prac 
tice it. You make your speeches advocating 

-hment, but you send your 
tne Globe, and, “as you think, out of sig 
against all measures of substantial reform, just 
as the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Conury | 
the other day sent to his constituents his speech 
in which he 


deemed disioyal aud you 


1 


sssed. You think it has not. 


retrer votes into 


proves that greenbacks are be 
than national , and to the Globe bis 
vote against the resolution deck ring that 
hould be exc! 
You willno doubt pass b 


bank n Les 
bank 
notes ranged for 
site aleepeallt ein Wa e 
put you will 


rre enb: icKSs. 


ior the partial reliefol the people, t 


first know that the y wiil be deteated in the 
Senate or be passed by that b dy with such 
amendments as this House will not accept. 


All this juggle ry canuol sucee ed much longer. 


rt } . ’ ’ ) ’ 
Lhose long lines O11 people, Lneir Sprend | 
processions, which you met in 1868, and who 
received without question your excuse Loat 


Andrew Jolnson was in your way as the reason 


why you had not served them better, will soon 


meet you again and demand of you 
them why a Kepublican President andal 
lican Congress do not redeem their pledge 
Bat, Mr. Speaker, my hour has about « 
pired and I wili not detain the House further. | 
1 . I of that financial 
} olicy walt ch woul | bring relief to the country 
nal banks, an expan 
sion of the circulation, a reduction of the taxes, 
economy in the @~ sublie exp enditures, and as 
early a payment of the Iederal debt as is prac 
‘cordance with the contract, should 
be the great objects of our legisiation. Those 
bieets attained would leave us out of det 
i fatariffeven for revenue 
urposes, with our taxes and government ex 
luced to not exceeding $150,000,000 
collected from fifty million 
eople, would scare ely be felt 


thout the necessity o 


1, Which, 


er annan 


I 
I 


Mr. Sp aker. those who c all most lou lly I 


re lief are the tillers of the soil. It is estimated 
by high authority that of those people of the 
United States who derive incomes from indus 
trial occupations at least fifty per cent. are 
avriculturists, uumbering six million four hun 


ed and thirty-five thousand people, wh« 


, ' . ’ ; , 

annual contribution to the total gross value ol 

nution products this year Wilk amount to 

SH, 252,000,000, Ot this Gass of our peop 
l 

Nf 


delierson once Salida: 


** Those who laborin the earth are the chosen pe 

| { God. if ever lle had a chosen people, who 

ti is made His peculiar deposit forsubstar 

l genuin rtu It isthe focus in which Uf 

eps alive that sacred fi which otherwise migh 
‘ ipe from the face of the earth. Corruption ol 
mil in the mags of cultivatorsis a phenomenon of 
which no age nornation has furnished an example,”’ 
Sir, it would seem that such people and 


numbers, who furnish to the material 


wealth of the co intry | such magnificent contri- 





,? 


butions, should of all others bi : the most favored 
and best encouraged. But such is not the ease 
On the contrary, they are the most heavily 
burdened. Nota singie committee in eith 
louse of Congress is organized in their in 
est. The y have heard of northern men with 
southern principles, but now the y feelthe wei 


of the ungrate al hand of western men wit! 


eastern princ ipl They do not fill your lobby 
pressing le; set ir peculiar advis ' 
or even p rotection ; but reposing their faith 
the integrity of their Representatives, wii 
prings from their own conscious honesty, 


do not doubt but that all Lhelr mgats W 
strictly observed and protected. ‘Lheir unsu 


pe ‘ting confidence ouly invites the 
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capital, the party in power and their friends, to 1 acts of Secretary Belknap was to reduce these 


feed and fatten opon their substance and their || 


toil. 


The leaders of the Roman power and the | 
commanders of their legions pillaged invaded | 


countries, and grew rich and flourished on the 
spoils taken from their barbarian enemies; but 


the leaders of the Radical — are the first to | 


despoil and deliberately rob their own country, 
their own friends, and the people whom they 
profess to love and represent. That they ac- 
complish their purpose with so little complaint 
can be accounted for only on the ground that 
the act is too atrocious and heartless to be 


believed by the people upon whose confidence || 


they thus impose. 
and those other industrial classes who earn 


rive them the relief I have asked. Free your 
minds of that madness which has blinded you 
and your hearts from that vengeance and 
passion which has poisoned them since the war 
hegan, and lift yourselves to the plane of patri- 
olism and perform your duty to your constitu- 
ents and to the whole country. If you cannot 
le moved by the consciousness of your duty and 
the love of justice, L appeal to you to behold 


In behalf of such a people | 


estimates to the lowest possible sum. So great 
was this redaction that instead of asking for 
$50,000,000, the sum set down by the Secre- 
tary of the ‘l’reasury as probably necessary for 
the War Department, he asks for but a little 
over thirty-eight millions, including nearly 
three millions to supply deficiencies in the ap- 
propriations last year. he Secretary plainly 
states in his report, page 19, that the original 
estimates have been ‘‘ materially reduced.’’ 
Was it fair to cite against him the original 
estimates of the heads of bureaus and to fail 


_to give him credit for having reduced these 


estimates? Nothing could be more unfair. 
But, sir, without multiplying words, I wish to 


|| submit to the House a statement showing the 
their bread in the sweat of their faces, in behalf 
of all the sons of toil, I appeal to you to-day to | 


| 80, 1871. 


| 
i} 


the growing discontent in your party and the || 


igns of its dissolution, and let party ends and 
xellish ambition and the fear of your defeat and 
overthrow do for the people what patriotism 
and public virtue fails to accomplish. 
EXPENDITURES OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 
Mr. McCRARY. Mr. Speaker, I am not 
one of that number who are disposed to com- 
plain of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
Mr. Dawes] simply because he has criticised 
his friends. 


lor doing that in a spirit of fair- | 


| 





! 





ness, and so far as the criticism is just, he ought || 


to be honored, not censured. 
what particulars that criticism 
not now to discuss. 
call the attention of the House and of the coun- | 


try to one particular in which injustice was || 


done if not by the letter at least by the spirit | 
of what that gentleman said. I allude to the 
general charge that all the Departments save 
one (the Attorney General’s) coon estimated | 
for an increase of expenditure over the appro- | 
priations of last year. 
follows: 


“T have aright to complain of the other end of 
the avenue, that with all its professions of economy 
and reduction of unnecessary force in the Depart- 
inents, with all the heralding by telegraph or other- 
wise of its purpose of reduction, there is not one of 
these Departments that does not estimato to-day, in 
the book L have before me, foranincrease of expend- | 
iture over the appropriations of last year, save only 
one, and that is the poor, unpopular Attorney Gen- 
erat, 


Now, sir, I insist that this statement does 
gross injustice to the Department of War. I[ | 
speak of that Department because I have ex- 
amined the subject only with reference thereto. | 
| have made no examination as to other Depart- 
ments, and therefore speak only of this one. | 
My purpose is to do an act of justice to an | 
upright and honest officer by placing before 
the Rous and before the country the actual 
facts concerning estimates and expenditures in 


the War Department during the years referred | 


to by the gentleman from Massachusetts. I | 


am unwilling to believe that that gentleman | Add 


would intentionally —— any fact material 
to the issue which he 


honest man and a true Republican will be glad 
to admit frankly any fact which tends to show | 
that his charge, so far as this Department at | 
least is concerned, is not true. 

A very material fact in connection with the | 
War Department estimates for the year ending | 
June 80, 1871, has been altogether overlooked | 
by the gentleman, or at least it has not been | 


stated or admitted by him in either of his | 
speeches. Itisthis: thatthe original estimates, | 
as contained in the book of estimates which 
was quoted a has been largely reduced by 


the Secretary of War. One of the first official 





| | 


His language was as || 


as raised, and I must | 
therefore act upon the belief that he as an || 


How far or in || 
yas just I am || 
My purpose is simply to | 


estimates and the expenditures of the War 
Department for each of the years ending June 
80, 1869, and June 30, 1870, and the estimates 
for that Department for the year ending June 
The statement is as follows, and is 
entirely accurate : 


| [he estimates for year ending June 30, 1869, as re- 


i Se ee $47,593,996 08 


The actual expenditures for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1869, were (in- 
cluding the Freedmen’s Bureau)....... $56,761,732 16 
To which must be added, for old war 
debts paid, the sum Of,.........0.....2.000e08 23,882,310 60 





Making the total expenditures,........... $80,644,042 76 
Istimate for year ending J une 30, 1870...$65,689,388 85 


Balance of appropriation for the quar- 
termaster’s department on hand June 
30, 1869, and available for fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1870, Off.......000....0.0.006. $6,806,234 99 
There was appropriated for the servico 
of the War Department for the fiscal 








January 29, 


: 
| From this statement it will be seen that the 
| estimates in this Department for next year =n 
less by more than six million dollars thay ;),,. 
expenditures during the current year, And 
the Secretary who has done this is charge,| 
with recommending an increase of experj. 
ture. ‘The charge is not sustained by the beets 
Instead of censure the Secretary of Wa; ;, 
entitled to the commendation of the friends ,.: 
economy and retrenchment. 
Something has also been said, and said j, 
not a very respectful manner, about the Jette; 
written by the Secretary of War to the gent|c. 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. BurLer.| Cop. 
cerning this matter it is quite sufficient tor jy. 
to say that the letter is admitted to be strictly 
true and to have been written in answer to 4 
polite note from General ButLerasking for coy. 
tain information. The Secretary of War cou); 
not decline to answer, and in answering he was 
bound to state the fact that the gentleman fro, 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] had not been ty 
his Department, to his knowledge, to inquire 
about estimates. This is all there is of this 
matter. It cannot be made the basis of the 
slightest reflection upon the Secretary of War, 
He answered General Bur_er’s letter, and an- 
swered it according to the fact. He could have 
| done no less without discourtesy toward a dis. 
tinguished member of this House or a suppres. 
sion of the truth. 


NATIONAL DEBT. 


Mr.GOLLADAY. Mr. Speaker, I give notice 
that I shall not yield to interruptions. I have 
obtained the floor on this occasion to give to this 
House and the country some views that I enter- 





year ending June 30, 1870.............00008 37,538,852 08 tain “pon the subject of the bonded debt of the 
The estimated deficiencies are.............. 57,720 00 || United States and the payment of the same. 
Sia ahead ai errr I am aware, sir, that for these views | shal! 
sLaAKiInNg ota estimated expenditure > : © » > 
for year ending June 30, 1870............. $44,402,807 07 meet with the frowns and taunts of many ol 
=== || my Radical and Democratic friends upon this 
Of this amount chore wee apprenmiahede~ $200,000 00 floor. Unmoved by any considerations of this 
or preservation and repairs o orts.... avy, } . . an 
For surveys of military defenses............ 200,000 00 kind, and unawed by any threats of public 
——_———_|| opinion, within or without my party, in this 
$400,000 00 ouse or elsewhere, | propose, with all due 


| The estimates for this work for year 


| 





ending June 30, 1870, were— 


| BortiGication6s..... .ssss.cocccsrersccsssensssecandess $2,360,500 00 
EEVORS BEG HOT IIOTE ss .ccccceccscocsseccccoosces 7,223,250 00 
COR CID ci idincteicnicrs inctntinaind $9,583,750 00 





The total estimate of military appropriations forthe 
year ending June 30, 1871, is............. $34,531,031 30 
In submitting these the Secretary says: — | 
**In the foregoing estimate the amounts originally 

presented by the heads of bureaus have been mate- 

rially reduced, and any appropriation smaller in 
amount than that asked for would fail to meet the 
necessary wants of the Department.”’ 

The following estimates are submitted separately 
and are given for the consideration of Congress, as 
presented by the chief of engineers: 


SP SPAN cs iccttcbocssdssucsaigotnbosencoe’ $4,196,400 00 
For rivers and harbors.................eccsse 7,961,900 00 
ia ae . $12,158,300 00 


As to the fortifications, I urge the appropriations 
asked for the forts near the larger cities named in 
the report of the General of the Army, to wit: Port- 
land, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, New Orleans, 
and San Francisco. 

Estimates for these fortifications 

BEROURE 00, cr siccececencsseversecoccenrescdsvesioncese 
Add Fog pa bite buildings and grounds 

and Washington aqueduct, (though 


$2,619,400 00 


notstrictly military appropriations,) 498,970 00 
estimates of military appropria- 

tions, (as given ADOVE)..........ceccecesereee 84,531,031 30 
Executive, (salaries ofSecretary of War 
and employés)....... bi vedecddeabididdenboalnneds 


Total estimate for year ending June 
), 187 





{Nots.—From report ef Secretary of War.) 
The amount required for public buildings and 





ounds and Washington aqueduct, as estimated 

y the officer in charge, is........ aiaciaial - $1,021,352 00 
Which has been reduced in the esti- 7 

mate presented herewith to............... 498,970 00 

Recapitulation. 

Expenditures for year ending Juno 30, 1870, (appro- 

priated for and estimated at)............. 44,402,807 07 

Estimates, year ending J une 30, 1871.... 38,283,661 30 


BT cis nastntansensdiansnipsinenieastnal 


$6,119,145 77 | 
————— 


regard for the opinions of those who differ 
with me, most respectfully to urge the reasons 
for the ‘‘ faith that is within me.’’ 

Before I proceed to discuss my subject allow 
me to say that I hold myself responsible to my 
God and to my country, and to my constituents 
so far as they may be pleased to take any cog- 
nizance of my opinions, for any heterodoxy | 
may be thought guilty of. Ido not propose 
to hold my Democratic friends responsible for 
my conclusions further than history and fact 
will sustain me. 

I desire to say further, that if any one shall 
say that in proclaiming my views it is done in 
opposition to the Government or interest of my 
country he or they state that which as a mere 
matter of opinion I can readily excuse and tol- 
erate; but if charged as a fact, I take the 
occasion in advance to pronounce it untrue. 

It will be a novel proposition to submit to 
the mind of any practical gentleman, that a 
government or individual will be weakened by 
being relieved from an oppression and load 
under which they stagger and groan in agony. 
A man who owes $100,000 would fail to appre- 
ciate the friendship of another who would insist 
that he should continue to owe it, with small 
assets to pay, rather than give up what little 


634,260 00 || he may have and again become free; he would 


feel stronger and would have better credit with 


; $38,983,661 30 || YOu or me for the relief, and he who assists iu 


the freedom of the man is the true friend ; and 
so with the Government. I address no man as 
a Democrat simply, nor yet as a Radical; bu' 
all as freemen, competent to understand their 
own interest and honest and bold enough to 
avow their convictions, and all as patriots wl 
desire the welfare and happiness of the whole 
people. = 
On the 17th of December last my distin- 
guished friend from Ohio [Mr. Muncen] made 
a speech on this floor, as reported in the 
Globe of that date, in favor of the repudiation 
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f the bonded debt of the United States. This 
cneech met with very great disfavor at the time 
fom both sides of this House, and especially 
y some of the Democrats, and each party 

‘emed very much disposed to charge the other 
«ith being repudiators; and though the scene 
vas characterized by a Radical gentleman of 
‘ndiana [Mr. Swanks] as ‘‘a class meeting,’’ 

_ view, perhaps, of the factthat my very worthy 

»emocratie friend, his colleague, [ Mr. Kerr, } 
had just talked out in meeting, striking hands 
ith him, it was by no means a harmonious 

eeting, as my distinguished Democratic friend 

xm Pennsylvania, [Mr. Woopwarp, | in con- 
sing himself, threw a bombshell into the 
Radical camp by charging repudiation uponthe 
Radical party of Alleghany county, Pennsyl- 


-ania, Which in turn was resisted by my very | 


Radical friend [Mr. ScorieLp] of the same 
State, and both parties left ‘‘the meeting,”’ 
joubtless ready to charge, and, if needs be, to 
prove the other guilty of repudiation sympa- 


_ “2 ae ° : é ° 
thies if not acts. My opinion is that in this 


they were both right and both prepared with 


the proofs. 


. . | 
Mr. Speaker, I take this occasion to say that 


| most heartily concur with my friend from 
Ohio [Mr. Muncen,] as well for the reasons 
given by him as others which I propose to pre- 
sent. No one, I believe, will dare questiou my 


distinguished friend’s patriotism, who proved | 


himself, to the satisfaction of my Republican 
friends, at least, by the fiery test of soldiery, as 
a Federal officer bearing himself gallantly 
through the entire war. Coming as I do from 


the much despised State of Kentucky, I expect | 


to be challenged by the proscriptive and vio- 
lent. I care not for this. I must do what I 
regard my duty for the best interests of my 
country and the whole people, and let time 
and events render their verdict in the future, 
and I shall abide by it. 

| have carefully and elaborately examined 
many various and innumerable theories ad- 
vanced to pay the public debt of the United 
States and to reduce the present onerous taxa- 
tion upon the people, direct and indirect, and 


my conviction is clear that no one of them can | 
attain the end desired, to wit: the payment | 
of this vast bonded debt of the United States | 
Government. Theories, legislation, mere prom- | 


ises to pay or asseverationsof an honest intent 


to pay at some future day, while they may for | 


a time lull the creditor into security, will not, 
in my judgment, discharge the public debt. 
No galvanized statement of the distinguished 
Secretary of the Treasury in his monthly reports 
can pay this debt ; not even the exactions and 


extortions made of the whisky manufacturers | 
(whose store-keepers by your own law you 
agree to pay and afterward required the manu- | 


facturers to refund, thus robbing them by a 
violation of good faith and repudiation of the 
estimate of four millions of money) will pay it. 

What isthe public debt of thiscountry? The 
acknowledged audited debt in round numbers 
is $2,500,000,000. 


pended condition, has been estimated by sta- 


tisticians of the Radical as well as Democratic | 
parties at about four billions, or forty hundred | 


millions of dollars. It is but fair to say that 
$3,500,000,000 of these claims are just and due 
from this Government to individuals, States,and 
corporations by reason of our recent civil war. 
Add thistotheaudited debt, $2,500,000,000,and 
we have theextraordinary sum of $6,000,000, - 
000, or six billions of money. Can you pay it? 
Compute this sum if you can. Comprehend 
itif possible. Imagine every man in the em- 
ployment of Government—and they are mul- 
liplied by thousands—to be counting clerks, 
and that grains of wheat represent dollars, and 
tell me how long they would be in counting 
out this vast, incomprehensible sum? Ever 

gentleman here, however youthful he may be 


now, would be numbered with the octogenarians | 


of the country long before the sum necessary 
to discharge this debt would be counted. 
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The unaudited debt, most | 
of which is in a repudiated or at any rate sus: | 
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— : . . ' 
If the good faith of the Government is 


| pledged forthe bonded debtit is equally pledged 


for every just debt due to its citizenship by 
reason of the war, and it is a living reproach 
to the Congress and the Court of Claims act- 
ing under its authority that they can feel jus- 
tified in neglecting and delaying the payment 
of many of these claims. Further, it chokes 
down the throat of these good-faith gentle- 


| men their own words and arguments, and espe- 


cially of our distinguished Secretary of the 


| ‘Treasury, in the case referred to by Mr. MunGen 


in his answer to Mr. Delano, the present Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue, when he stated 
these unaudited claims to be $400.000,000. 
This vast sum of audited debt, less than half 
we Owe, is to be paid, principal and interest, 
semi-annually in gold; and the Committee of 
Ways and Means have already, with singular 


| industry and energy, in a book of over one 


hundred pages, invaded every chanuel of com- 
merce and trade, every industrial pursuit, and 
every conceivable occupation to find a loca- 


| tion fora tax, until we feel our lungs oppressed, 


our breathing restricted, our energies ener- 


| vated, our souls sick at the thought of the 
| Oppression and taxation necessary to pay sim- 


ply the interest and expense of collecting it. 

They propose now to bond it at forty years 
semi-annual gold interest; and as oppressive 
as the tax is now, if good faith operates upon 
the Republicans and Democrats of this House 
they must double the tax of to-day to pay the 
interest on our public debt. Torty years will 
soon be here, not perhaps to you or to me, but 
that time to a great Government is a mere 
myth; what will you have to pay the principal 
with then? You will have paid the debt in 
compound interest nearly three times, and yet 
there stands the debt in allits horrors and pro- 
portions undiminished, but increased one hun- 
dred per cent. by the recognition of claims we 
justly owe. But I hear one say who owns 
perhaps a single bond, ‘‘ It matters not; I am 
secure in any event, for although the Govern- 
ment is to day bankrupt and the Treasury 
depleted the people are rich, and the list of 
taxable property in the United States will show 
that [am abundantly safe.’’ In other words, 
every dollar you or your neighbor may have, 
every acre of land that belongs to you or your 
State, every town lot, every species of property 
that belongs to you, is fairly pledged and mort- 
gaged for my bond, and it will be the duty of 
Congress to enact laws by which commissioners 
must levy and sell, even to the extent of 
demanding your title papers. 

This great Government must keep faith with 
its people. Her pledges must be redeemed 
if it costs the lives of myriads and the property 
of the whole people. Suppose this theory 
obtains, and not a few hold to it Iassure you, 
let the property be put up to the highest 
bidder, who is to buy it? The bondholder, 
of course. The commissioner is to be author- 
ized to call for your title papers to the few acres 
and humble cottage that shelters the heads of 
the partner of your bosom and her little inno- 
cents, the pledges of early and virtuous love. 
Methinks I see that old man, venerable with 
years and honors, who has spent a life of toil 
and industry, with a character untarnished for 
honor and whose labors have been crowned 
with worldly success—see him in that old 


|| mansion, the home of hospitality and kind- 


ness for upward of a half century, and around 


| him upon many a broad and well-tilled acre 


dwell his children and grand-children, all, all 
opposed to this dreadful war, begging and 
imploring the men of all parties to stop and 


| think betore they bring on this devoted people 
| the curse of fratricidal war. 


Just over there 
you see the last resting-place of many of his 
children and family, with their quiet tomb- 
stones to mark the last resting-place of the 
loved and lost, with the breezes of heaven 
fanning the foliage of the trees hard by the 
green sward that marks the family burying- 


ground ; and amid such surroundings, that old 
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patriarch, tottering upon a well-worn staff, 
which has borne him long and well, with his 
gray hairs streaming to the wind, is ordered 
to take up his line of march from this loved 
home, from all the associations of his youth, 
manhood, and old age ciustering around a 
head so old and white as his. 1 see him call 
his jewels one by oue, and in a solid line they 

follow to the old church-yard, and he lifts his 
streaming eyes and heart to God as he kneels 
at the grave of the partner of his bosom for 
the last time, and with extended hands ex- 
claims, ‘* Great and merciful God, have [| 
deserved this atthe hands of my fellow-men ?"’ 
I drop the picture in sorrow. Can it be possi 

ble ‘*man’s inhumanity to man’’ can go to 
this extent; if so, I now tell gentlemen of this 
mode of thinking, beware! beware! There is 
that im the breast of man that will not submit 
to everything without a blow for liberty which 
will cause a revolution throughout this land 
whose echo shall reach the very heavens in a 
just demand for justice and the protection of 
our Government. 

Upon principle I have been taught and am 
opposed to the idea of repudiation in the ab- 
stract, and in my individual intercourse with 
wy fellow-man I dare challenge any gentleman 
in this presence to a comparison of notes. The 
moral sentiment of every honorable mind finds 
yause at this word without any qualification. 
No high-strung man can feel himself encour- 
aged by his own self-respect in advocating the 
repudiation of an honest contraet where there 
is no fraud nor pretense of fraud, and the con- 
tracting parties are of proper mind and ca- 
pacity and in condition to understand the 
whole scope of the contract, and provided 
he has the ability to pay. The question then 
occurs, is the present public debt of the United 
States of a character that comes within these 
qualifications? I say mostemphatically, not 
in my judgment. While technically it may be 
made to appear that in strict law we are bound 
by the folly and act of a partial representation 
in Congress, | submit, if morally the people 
are bound by the act of a majority of Congress 
assuming to act for unrepresented States and 
citizenship during a revolution so unparalleled 
as ours, is it promotive of union and peace, 
think you, that we compel eleven States of 


| this once Union to help pay the debt incurred 


by us for their overthrow and punishment, 
that too often we have required them to re- 
pudiate their own debt? Are not the holders 
of our bonds estopped from payment by the 
simple chancery plea of no consideration? Did 
not their representatives take advantage of our 
condition to extort usury and to defraud us at 
every step? Have the people not been swindled 
into a contract not understood by them and 
for which they have not received proper con- 
sideration? 

Mr. Speaker, one thing strikes my mind here 
with peculiar force. It is this: a claim against 
s.ny individual in this House or nation, founded 
upon a similar consideration and attended by 
the same surroundings, could not in law or 
equity be enforced before any respectable court 
of judicature in any State of this Union, and 
there are few lawyers in this Lody who, in 


my judgment, would be willing to take a fee 
| in chancery for the prosecution with a fee 


contingent upon the result. 
Another thing, Mr. Speaker, impresses itself 


' upon my mind. While we are the paid attorneys 


of the people, out of whose pockets the money 
must come to pay this debt, does it not seem 
strange that we interest ourselves in attacking 
our own clients in the interest of their oppo 

nents? Noone will deny that this is a strugg!e 
between the bondholder on the one part and the 
people on the other. Strange to say, while there 
are so few tribunes of the people on this floor 
there is so much unemployed volunteer if not 
unpaid counsel for the bondholder. There is 
certainly two sides to this question, and we claiim 
to represent the people and yet burden our inge- 
nuity to hunt arguments to enslave them with 
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a very oppressive taxation, while every reflect- 


ing man must know that it can be paid only by || 
the sweat and toil of the laborers of our land |) 
In what page of | 


and their servitude forever. 
listory or book of common sense, not to say 
common honesty, can we find a parallel case? 


Were ever attorneys 80 anxious, yea, solicitous | 


for the suecess of their opponents at the cost 
if the very life-blood of their clients, or rather 
constituency in this case? 

Webster defines ‘‘repudiate’’ to mean ‘‘to 
cast off and disavow; to have nothing to do 
with; to renounce; to discard; to reject.’’ 
Our Radical friends ought not to affect surprise 
or alarm at the mere word. They have repudi- 
ated the Constitution of our fathers in whole 
and in part. What provision of it have they not 
‘‘cast off and disavowed, have had nothing to 
do with, renounced, discarded, or rejected ?”’ 
‘They repudiated whole States. They repudi- 
ated the Chicago platform upon which they 
went into power, fe article two they guaranty 
ihe question of suffrage to the States; in article 
seven they pledge themselves to economy, and 
denounce the extravagance and corruptions of 


| the only legal tender is gold and silver. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


j ° . 
|| theory is that the Government wanted money 
and she issued bonds and appointed agents to 


ises of gold and silver payment in securing 
| purchasers ; thus concluding, in so far as an 


agent can bind a principal, while we sat idly , 


by without protest, and that the Congress who 
authorized the issue were, like any other suf- 
fering and desponding creditor, willing to 
promise anything and everything for money to 
carry on the war. ‘The purchaser took the risk 
with the gold understanding, and we knew it 
then, however we may attempt to ignore it now. 
The bondholder has the same right to assume 
now, nay more, that he is entitled to gold and 


greenbacks at twenty to thirty per cent. dis- 
count. Besides this, as Democrats and Re- 
publicans, under the theory of our Government, 


far better, in my judgment, to put this upon the 
ground of ‘‘no consideration,’’ ‘‘ extortion,” 


|| or ‘usury,’ or anything but contract. 


Andrew Johnson. They repudiate the people, | 


and while their hands are comfortably in they 
repudiate themselves, the better repudiation 
of all, in my judgment. 


With what show of | 


honest virtue, then, can they taunt us for want- | 


+e 


ing to 


cast off,’’ ‘‘disavow,’’ ‘*discard,’”’ and || 


‘‘reject’’ this iniquitous and oppressive debt? | 


I imagine they fear with this the people will 


repudiate ther, and this may unfold the object | 


of the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. Garrre.p] 
in his anxiety to have this House pass a unan- 
imous resolution pledging the whole people to 
a submission of this great wrong, which is so 
oppressive on them at this time. Notwith- 


standing all the professions of economy by | 
which the Administration has attempted to | 


allure the country, the estimates before the 
Ilouse Committee on Appropriations, we are 
told, are $49,000,000 in excess of the last fiscal 
year of Mr. Johnson’s administration; and, 


besides this, it is ascertained that a deficiency | 


of several millions more has to be supplied by || 


the same committee. 


| 
Mr. Speaker, we are treated here by the | 


Democratic and Republican side of the House 
with the highest phase of heroics, because a 
distinguished Iederal soldier announced on 
this floor his adherence to the people and 
advocacy of repudiation by the thundering and 
meaningless words, ‘‘ I repudiate the repudi- 
ator,’’ and words corresponding to that. 

What can be meant bythat? I suppose they 
mean to repudiate General Muncen. Alas, 
poor man, how he must suffer! I take it this 
implies that they regard themselves more hon- 
orable or more patriotic than he. We learn 
from the Bible that, once upon a time, Satan 
went up into a high mountain and pointed to 
all the lands around him as his, and after pre- 
senting their value and praising their beauty 
he said to the Son of Man, * All these will I 
give you if you will but fall down and worship 
me;'’ while he owned nota foot of land on 
earth. So, these gentlemen have not a single 
dollar to back them in their heroics. When 
ventlemen indulge in these figures I cannot but 
think that they know they are vastly liberal 


with other people’s money and means, and | 


that they, acting as agents of the people, to 
say the least of it, have allowed them to be 
bankrupted and swindled irremediably, and 
propose now to take a mortgage upon the second 
and third generation to secure the extortioner 
in his ill-gotten gains. 

Mr. Speaker, to my mind it seems passing 
strange that Democrats split their throats in 
advocating the greenback naey: or Pendleton 
theory as called by some, whose principal 
virtue to the minds of many is its partial 
repudiation, and to that particular feature is it 
largely indebted for its popularity. It seems 
more manly to my mind to repudiate the whole 
than a part, when the only object is evident, 
which is to get rid of the oppression. My 





! 
| 
| 


| In addition to the relief proposed by the 

greenback theory in exchanging bonds bearing 
interest for notes or greenbacks bearing no 
interest, thus repudiating the interest which by 
law is as much a part of the obligation as the 
principal, its advocates cater to the popular 
sentiment of the masses by holding before them 
the delusion of distributing among them the 
currency thus = on the bonds and making 
money more plenty, which perhaps influences 
more minds to the adoption of this political 
tenet inthe great Northwest than the argument 
for repudiation. If men will only think fora 
moment they will see that the holder of the 
legal-tender bonds after he shall have received 
notes in satisfaction can by law, and will doubt- 


reinvest his notes in bonds again by depositing 


with the Treasurer his notes and receiving six | 


| per cent. gold-bearing bonds. Hence the folly 
of the assumption that the redemption of the 
_ bonds in notes will place the notes in the coun- 
try for circulation among the people or increase 
the volume of circulation, so desirable to us 
all. 
judgment, that the greenback theory is simply 
a delusion that proposes to pay a debt already 
contracted and about due by a renewal of 
obligation to pay at some future day, to seem- 
ingly avoid the interest, which would be repu- 
diation if the note-holder was silly enough to 
hold the notes as an investment, and which, of 
course, he will not do as long as he can find 
| bonds to buy, and cheats and deceives the 


swelling the volume of currency. This system, 
however ingenious and plausible, amounts to 


Court is understood to have virtually decided 
against the constitutionality of the legal-tender 
clause in a case now before them. Notwith- 
standing my Democratic friends have been van- 


_quished over and over again upon this green- | 


| back theory, they still persist in its virtue, when 
| the announcement of this decision will leave 


_ them as blank and picturesque as statues, with- 


out capital or sympathy, and my advice would | 


| be for them to return to first principles and 


adhere to their time-honored theory of gold | 


and silver as the only legal tender this great 


|| Government can adopt, and, overleaping the 
| greenback theory, look to the argument of con- 





i 


|| sideration and extortion. 


Mr. Speaker, I was not only edified but 
highly entertained by the remarks of my distin- 
uished Democratic friend from Indiana 
OORHEES } on yesterday in elimination of this 
‘* greenback ’’ theory. 
his logic; I was, as it were, struck breathless 
when I listened to the beauty and painting 
of the gorgeous splendors of his imagination, 
which seemed to group right before us the 
horrors, the wrongs, the injuries inflicted 
upon the people by the bondholders. I was 
not however, Mr. Speaker, convinced by his 
logic. ‘There was to my mind an inconsistency 





sell those bonds, who compromitted it by prom- | 


silver as we have to assume that he must take | 


It is | 


less, following the dictates of common sense, | 


The whole truth of the thing is, in my | 


country by holding out the inducement of | 


just nothing in view of the fact that the Supreme | 


Mr. | 


I was captivated with | 





J anuary 


29, 
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in much of what he said which if it could }. 
reconciled with what he said elsewhere would 
wipe out the effect of two thirds of his Speech 
and make directly in the interest of the repudj. 
ation theory which I advocate to-day. He Said : 

**I here solemnly assert and shall prove tha; . 
vast proportion of the public debt as it is stated upo, 
paper has no existence whatever in reality; tha: ;, 
is a fiction created by unjust and scandalous legis|,,_ 
tion, or the still more unjust and scandalous peryc,. 
sion of the true contract; that it is a fraud fastey,«,) 
upon the labor of the nation utterly without consi). 
eration either legal or moral; that it is a sheer yy 
naked extortion from the wants, the necessities, t},, 
helplessness of the people and the armies when jhe» 
were wholly at the mercy of capital.” 

I submit, sir, every word of that is true, 
every word of it; and it is far better and mor. 
eloquently said than I could hope to say it, 
But if it proves anything in the world it simply 
proves that the contract does not bind us, 
because we have not received ‘any legal o; 
moral consideration ;’’ and I adopt my friend's 
argument in support of my theory. 

He takes occasion to say again : 

** The sight of it extorts a desperate cry for relief, 
It cannot and will not be borne; but shall we thero- 
fore attempt to build the city of our refuge from this 
distress upon the shifting quicksands of repudiation ? 
Mighty wrongs and the galling sense of extreme 
injustice have driven many honest minds to embrace 
this fearful doctrine, and much more may yet follow 
with the same disastrous tendency. The issue is iy 
the hands of the party in power. Iam not for repu- 
diation, I see in it neither safety or honor.” 

He declares that he is not a repudiator, and 
yet while he declares that he is not a repudia- 
tor the whole force of his figures and of his 
argument is to show the immorality and injus- 
tice of the bonded debt. Still he notifies the 
country that he is not a repudiator. Why, sir, 
no man could have read the balance of the 
gentleman’s speech and have ever dreamed 
that he had not swopped places with me on 
_ this floor. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Can the gentleman from 
Kentucky appreciate the difference—— 

Mr. GOLLADAY. I decline to yield. 

Mr. VOORHEKS. I was only going to state 
that perhaps the gentleman does not appre- 
ciate the difference between paying what we 

do owe and what we do not owe. 
| Mr. GOLLADAY. The gentleman made 
|| an argument in favor of repudiation much bet- 
} ter and stronger than I can hope to make. He 
| said again: 
| “Tell him that the advantages which the law 
| actualy gives him are so stupendous that the people 
| will not suffer him to break over it in order to obtain 
| more. Tell him to keep his part of the compact with 
serwpulous faith, ‘Tell him that if he releases him- 
self from its obligations he also releases the other 
party. Say to him that this is a settled rule of law 
in all the courts of the world. Say to him that they 
| who enforce contracts must first fulfill contracts ; that 
if he repudiates the restraints of the law it will not 
then be repudiation for the tax-payer to refuse obe- 
dience; that his default will cure the defalcation of 
the other party; and thatif he continues to overleap 
the legal barriers which surround him the people 
willat last arise and drive him out as they would « 
marauding wolf from amid their folds and flocks. 
Tell lim all these things in order that he may do 
his duty in sustaining the public credit and in avert- 
ing this calamity, Cease your lectures to this side 
| of the Chamber, and turn your labors to that quarter 
| where repudiation has already commenced.”’ 

I adopt all this; it is as good a speech for 
repudiation as I candesire. It is as good and 
perhaps much better than any I could make. 

The gentleman dwells on the question ot 
contract when it suits him and on the question 
of moral obligation when it suits him. I say 
that he must confine himself to one consid- 
eration or the other; to the fact that there was 
no consideration, extortion, and injustice on 
the part of the bondholders, or to the contract. 
If he submits entirely to the naked question ot 
contract, it is a plain case that the bondholder 
only holds his bonds according to the legal 
contract. If he takes the other portion of the 
argument, that there was no consideration, 
that there were usury and extortion, then the 
gentleman is squarely upon my platform and 
the Democratic party are upon my platform, 
although, in my judgment, they have not the 
courage to say so in the face of the country. 

Then follows more of the same sort, which 
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| shall read, because it is better speaking than 
| can present to the House. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The geatleman having 
made such a charge, will he now allow mea 

» 
words 

Mr. GOLLADAY. I decline to yield. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I must say that I con- 

ier the gentleman's course israther cowardly. 

‘Mr. VOORHEES. So do I. 

Mr. GOLLADAY. The gentleman has a 
ht to form his own estimate of what consti- 
witescowardice. And, if heso desires it, there 
ure other theaters on which he may show his 
boldness and other means by which he may 
testify it than by making such a statement 


here. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I only referred to cow- 
ardliness in debate. 
Mr. GOLLADAY. I return the words of 
.e gentleman in the spirit in which they are 
offered. I presume that he does not mean to 
‘mpute cowardice tome. Ifhe and the gentle 
nan from Indiana [Mr. VoorHeEs] mean to 
make such an imputation I defy them physic- 
ally, socially, politically, and intellectually. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. You do not show it. 
Mr. GOLLADAY. The gentleman’s obtuse- 
ness Cannot see or appreciate it, perhaps. I 
shall now read what the gentleman says as to 
the administration of General Grant: 
lie declared himself the advocate of those who 
gather in from the people what they never paid out 
tothe Government. He knew, orshould have known, 
that the Government had received less than fourteen 
jundred millions for the sale of its bonds, as I have | 
hown. In the interest of frand and usury he an- 
nounced a plan by which, if adhered to, the toiling | 
tax-payers will be compelled to pay for that less | 
than fourteen hundred millions the almost inealeu- 
jablesum of $4,470,918,930—an amount equal to one 
th of the entire property of the United States; an 
awount more than tbree times as large by actual 
computation as the advancement made by the pur- 
jasers of bonds when the nation was bowed down 
lespair for the want of money. This illimitable 
heme of plunder proclaimed by the Executive is 
destitute of the slightest support either in equity or 
law. Is it equitable to compel a patriotic, sell- 
icrificing people to pay the national debt nearly 
ir times over to a privileged class who never sac- | 
rificed one drop of blood, one dollar of money, or one 
moment's ease to hold fast the unbroken boundaries | 
ofthe Republic? That it is not legal 1 will presently 
emonstrate.”’ 


l indorse that. My friend from Indiana, I 
hope, will not suspect me of cowardice when 
| say that I agree with him completely. I 
agree in every line and word and dot and syl- 
lableof that paragraph. But the difficulty, to 
my mind at least, is that the gentleman has 
seen proper to leave that particular branch of 
the argument to show that he is not a repu- 
diationist, and plants himself on the Indiana 
platform, which he read to the House. But | 
there is an inconsistency between the Indiana 
platform and the argument of the gentleman 
yesterday, or his statement of his position. 
he Indiana platform says : 


" That we are willing to pay our national debt in 
strict compliance with our contracts whether it was 


unwilling to do more than that; and we declare that 
the five-twenty bonds are payable in greenbacks or 


magnificent intellectual ficures, they mean noth- 
ing less than what | have stated, and the gen- 
tleman cannot sustain himself on the question 
of contract, as the contingency which he sup- 


posed is now upon us. The Administration 
and the whole Republican party, with 
unanimity, have to day put down their foot in 
favor of the proposition that they will pay the 
whole funded debt. principal and interest, in 
gold. 

I conclude, then, that the gentleman is to- 


day as mucha repudiationist as | am, upon his 


. } 
Singuiar 


| own theoretic contingency, but lacks the moral 
| courage to come out and say before the country 


that heis for repudiation. While I have always 
considered the theory advocated by my Demo- 
cratic friends to be unsatisfactory, I have sup- 
ported them as partial repudiation. I have 
always been willing to come out boldly and 


manfully and announce my convictions, and 
the reasons upon which I base them. 
But my friend does not stand alone. Let 


not my Radical friends flatter themselves that 
they too are not open to asimilar charge—with 


| this difference, that while he is in the mud 


simply they are deep in the mud; and so 
deeply that I think none of them will have the 
face to get up and dare to deny their record 
before the country. 

I hold in my hand, sir, a speech made by a 
distinguished gentleman on the Republican 
side of the House, he of Massachusetts, Hon. 
Bensamin I, Bur er, made in July, 1868, upon 
this subject and in favor of taxing the bonds 


| of the United States; and I announce here that 


| works such results you expect what never has a 


their equivalent ; and we condemn the policy of the || 


Administration, which is squandering millions of 
money by buying such bonds at a high rate of pre- 
mium when the Government had the clear right to | 
redeem them at par.” 

This proposition proposes to ignore all this | 
question of extortion, all this question of | 
usury; to wipe out, as it were, all those beau- 
tiful and thrilling word-paintings in which the | 
gentleman indulged to show how we were 
oppressed by the heartless bondholders—wipes | 

| 


} 
| 
| 
made payable in gold or greenbacks, but we are 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


out all that and goes back to the question of | 
contract. 
But the gentleman goes on to tell you that 

ii you do not do so and so the repudiation of | 
the debt by the people will be certain and in- | 
evitable. What is that but athreat of a minor- | 
ity toa majority? What is that but the gen- 

\ieman’s morally announcing himself to-day 

in favor of repudiation in the contingency which | 
he himself in his speech has announced as hav- | 
ing happened? If, then, his words are worth | 
anything outside of his gorgeous drapery and | 


‘¢ 





he is a repudiationist in theory by his own 
record as much as my friend from Indiana, 
[ Mr. Voornegs, | and practically far more of a 
repudiationist than my friend from Indiana, in 
my judgment. 

In advocating the taxation of the bonds he 
Bays: 

“No intelligent laboring man can ever be per- 
suaded by any argument that invested capital, in 
amount large or small, ought to escape equal bur- 
dens of taxation as are laid upon his earnings. If 
the capitalist shall choose to oppose himself and 
subject his investments to the operation of thissense 
of wrong he will find that when aroused it will not 
content itself with righting that wrong simply, but 
will surge over in & wave of popular indign ition 
which will inflict irreparable injury upon him and 
his.” 

Again, he says: 


‘*Tf, then, you expect that farmer to vote for any 
man or party that retains asystem of taxation which 
pened, what never will happen, and what ought 
never to happen in any civilized land. Change it 
how youwill or can, but it must be changed. Ifyou 
do not give relief by law the people will relieve 
themselves without you. The arguments by which 
you justify and sustain it, however specious or how- 


|| ever sound, will fall unheeded on unwilling ears. 


You may ery out ‘good faith’ until you are hoarse; 
you will be answered that there is no good faith 
which works injustice and wrong to a whole people. 
There is this alternative; no other; ponder it well— 
equalized taxation or repudiation.” 


Now, sir, I submit if the gentleman from || 


Massachusetts is not to-day a repudiator? 
Does he not know that the Administration has 
purposely and intentionally denied to him one 
of the alternatives that he presented, and that 
to-day he stands upon the other alternative of 
repudiation which he admits to be not only 


| possible but prophecies to be certain and indis- 


putable. I shall have more to say upon that 
subject as I proceed. 

Mr. Speaker, the first practical question that 
presents itself to us as legislators is, are we 
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debt. There are no assets with which to pay. 
I here is no sinking fund provided by law with 
which to discharge our debt at maturity. Not 
a single tangible proposition to pay the debt 
has ever originated in the Congress. Specula- 
tive theories are as numerous as blackberries. 
Intentions to pay at some time, in some way, 
vague and indefinite, are frequently made, and 
considerable banking is being done on such 
collateral, and even is manufactured into a 
stock of loyalty ofttimes by parties who have 
themselves taken the bankrupt law and repu 
diated under authority of law what they could 
not pay, or who wholly refuse to pay anything 
that they can get credit for. 

These persons often amuse themselves by 
abusing those of higher morals because of their 
advocacy of repudiation and thank God with 
profound self-complacency ‘‘that they are not 
like other men.”’ One year ago, on this floor, 
I laid down this proposition. and I adhere to it 
to-day, ‘* Pay all your debts or none.”’ I regret 
to say that I find but little if anything in Con 
gress to justify the belief that such a proposi 
tion finds special favor with this body. My 
conviction is, the morals of the question of pay 
ment of the public debt is just the amount of 
political capital that can be made out of it by 
both parties, and no more, at least with those 
who are blatant upon this branch of the sub 
ject and prate so glibly of the sacredness of 
the publie debt. This debt, say they, was con 
tracted on the good faith and honor of the 
Government, pledged in the darkest days of 
the Republic, to those who furnished means to 
preserve the life of the nation, and is therefore 
sacred in the eye of every loyal and honest 
man. Such twaddle may for the time impose 
upon the man of only one political idea, yet to 
him who can reason and lay down the passions 
of the hour and forget the prejudices engen 
dered by the war of the rebellion, such argu 
ment is mere fustian and clap-trap to catch the 
honest, unwary citizen, and swindle him into 
an endurance of his chains. 

The whole truth is, the Government wanted 
money to carry on the war, and sheset to work 
to make loans and to find purchasers for her 
bonds. The want of confidence in the result 
of the war made capitalists very cautious as to 
investment. It had to make terms commensu- 
rate with the risk to attract capital, which is 
ever watchful of its interests. When the 
chances were made very alluring capitalists, in 
consideration of prospective interest, struck 


upon a principle of greed and gain, and that 


only, and without one particle of philanthropy 


| or patriotism in the investment they made 


it, and naturally enough wished it Godspeed 
thereafter from purely selfish considerations. 
We need not stop to specify or particularize the 


| mode of reasoning by which these money-lend 


” 


able to pay this vast debt? Next, are we mor- | 


ally bound to do so? 

When a nation or individual is suspected of 
bankruptcy or financial trouble I take it they 
are bound by every rule of law and precedent 
to make an exhibit, setting forth their condi- 
tion, showing assets and debits, that creditors 
may judge of the ability to pay. The sum of 
all their logic, when carefully and candidly 
analyzed, is that we are a great people com- 
mercially, and have great character for wealth 
and honor, and ought to pay all of our con- 
tracts. So say I; but this does not pay the 


ers arrived at the conclusion that they were 
making a profitable investment out of the neces- 
sities of the Government. The bonds were 
thrown upon the public markets of the world 
to tempt the capitalist, whether friend, foe, or 
foreigner. If he had the money neither his 
politics, religion, country, ‘‘ race, color, or 
previous condition ’’ was regarded by us. 

How miserably absurd, then,are the Fourth of 
July declaimers in assuming that any capitalist 
invested in these bonds from patriotic motives, 
or even because he was in sympathy with the 
section running the Government machinery at 
the time, when he took special care as a precau- 
tionary measure of safety to himself to require 
gold-bearing bonds of double the amount 
loaned ; thus securing a prospective interest of 
twelve to fifteen per cent. on his bonds as well 
as one hundred per cent. on the investment at 
the time in our bonds. Every man, then, otf 
one grain of common sense must know that 
this loan was a clear matter of investment o: 
speculation, and not a throb of patriotism 
necessarily or properly attaches to the trans 
action. ‘The dealer in bonds, in consideration 
of his per cent., took all the isk of the war, of 


‘ our bankruptey, of even repudiation, which was 
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a consideration by no means to be overlooked 
by the intelligent operator. If any proof were 
wanting it is only necessary to state that there 
ig not on record a tradition even of any bond- 
holder ever agreeing or proposing to invest any 
patriotism by the abatement of one cent of his 
contract ; but, Jew like, they all demand the 
bond in gold, principal and interest. Does he 
not know the Ghee and earnings of the whole 
country are required to be taxed to pay his 
interest? Where then, I pray you, is there any 
patriotism in his investment or justice in his 
exactions? 

[ make the statement that not one tenth of 
the bonded debt is to-day held by the parties 
who originally purchased the bonds. They are 
to-day athing of commerce, advancing to-day, 
receding to-morrow, and are bought and sold 
on the markets of the world like any other 
fluctuating stocks; up to-day, down to-mor- 
row, furnishing material for the speculative 
sharks who live upon the rise or fall in the 
market, superinduced often and manipulated 
by the bulls and bears of the great centers of 
commerce. I want it distinctly understood 
that | make no war in this argument upon 
boudholders, original or successive. I do not 
blame them, but rather the agents of the peo- 
ple who permitted and induced the immense 
swindle and frauds perpetrated upon a defense- 
less people. They bet their money on the trick 
with a risk of one to three, and they won. They 
simply did as you or I would have done under 
the circumstances. They have reaped their 
reward verily. They are about paid for their 
investment with interest. They clamor for 
more. ‘The agents of the people on this floor 
advocate their claim. The people must rise 
in their might and majesty and assert their own 
freedom by demanding to be heard on this sub- 
ject. They must teach the extortioner and his 
triends that their demands are too imperious, 
and intervene one of the risks, the last and 
only one left them, which the gambler in our 
country’s blood and misfortune assumed on 
his investment, to wit, repudiation. Will any 
sane man with the history of these claims be- 
fore him dare to talk further of the patriotism, 
or philanthropy, or even loyalty invested by 
the bondholders of United States bonds? 

| have met with men whose stock in trade in 
the argument upon this subject consists prin- 
cipally in abuse and denunciation of those who 
adopt my views, and who do not hesitate to 
affix the stigma of disloyalty, rebel, and all 
that class of clap-trap or catch-pennyism which 
makes up prejudice and appeals to passion, with 
a view to avoid the logic and philosophy of the 
argument by overwhelming their antagonist 
with a charge of some imaginary antagonism 
to the Government, past, present, or to come, 
as if a man or nation could be weakened by 
being released from an oppressive—and much 
of it fraudulent and unjust—debt. 

Where they are met by history and fact every 
anathema thus put upon us we successfully, 
relentlessly and fearlessly hurl back upon their 
own unprotected heads and hearts, and they in 
very despair commit themselves to the ‘‘ ad 
captandum"’ appeals for the widows and or- 
phans whose all is invested in afew bonds, and 
have the audacity to make an appeal to the poor 
man to show his interest to pay the public debt, 
and with unblushing effrontery assert what they 
call a truism and what I calla falseism, ‘that 
& great public debt is a national blessing.’’ A 
large public debt a blessing, indeed? Whom 
does it bless, think you? The creditor may feel, 
perhaps, the blessing in the way of investment 
and interest accruing therefrom. No one who 
las ever felt the horrorof debt beyond his ability 
to pay will be simple enough to entertain this 
proposition fora moment. I declare as well 
irom oapeuenan as observation, and I have 
had ample opportunity for both, that there is no 
earthly horror greater to a proud and sensitive 
spirit than that of a large debt that one cannot 
meet. Who has not felt its goad and sting to the 
extent even of almost unconsciously going out 





{| 


| and degraded kind that not only crushes out 
our self-respect, but leaves us in a state of 











| comprehending the force of reason or common 
|| sense, but gathers both of these from the in- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ofthe way to avoid meeting evenakind creditor? | 
I unhesitatingly give 11 as my opinion that 
so far from a heavy debt being a blessing to an 


| individual or nation it makes them the veriest. | 


slaves upon the earth, and of that groveling 


abject dependence upon the whim and caprice 
of others; that extinguishes every feeling of 
independence that an American citizen should 
feel. If any man is really so simple as to be 
persuaded that debt is a blessing to any indi- 
vidual or people, | will address no argument 
to him, for he is ** prima facie’’ incapable of 


spirations and teachings of ignorance and preju- 
dice, superinduced doubtless by considerations | 
of past political prejudices. 

Me. Speaker, 1 want it distinctly understood | 
that [ do not favor repudiation as Democracy 
or Radicalism, and I question no man’s ortho- 
doxy to his party for its advocacy or its opposi- | 
tion, and [ only claim for myself the same con- 
sideration. It is a doctrine older than either 
Democracy or Radicalism; and while it is not 
unstripped of evil and is amenable to objection 
and cannot work entire justice to all, it is in 
my judgment a great public necessity. The 
theory of our Government is to secure the 
greatest good to the greatest number of people, 


and when it is remembered that repudiation | 


will not affect one man or woman in a thousand, 
while it will relieve from bondage and the 





oppression of heavy taxation nine hundred and 
ninety-nine,the question is simply, shall the one 
or the nine hundred and ninety-nine be re- | 
garded? Some of the gentlemen who resist 
this proposition will remember that we hand 
them back their own argument in relation to 
abolition of slavery, only refined of its cruelty 
by injury to a much smaller percentage of 
injured citizens who were loyal and true to the | 
Government of the United States. If it was | 
‘*sauce for the goose then, it must be sauce for 
the gander’’ now. 

It the public good required that slavery 
should be abolished not by the consent of the 
owners, but by the whole force of the national 
Government, at the expense of thousands and 
tens of thousands who were thus robbed of 
the earnings of awhole generation before them, 
—widows, orphans, adults, minors—all, all to 
be deprived of their bread and property for the 
public good, but mostly because ‘‘ other folks 
did not have niggers,’’ in my opinion, can we 
not reconcile it to our sense of morals to take 
one more step in this direction and obliterate 
this public nuisance until our disposition, our 
morals, and ability consent to pay for all or 
none? 

Thirty years ago, Mr. Speaker, you and 
I remember that the supporters of abolition 
in the United States were comparatively a 
mere handful; and the two great parties of 
that day thought themselves very successful 
if they could only prove, as they frequently 
charged each other, with sympathy with the 
abolitionist. We have lived to see that hand- 
ful crush out one of those parties at least, if 
not both, and the politician of the North par- 
ticularly who to-day cannot prove himself an 
abolitionist before the birth of Christ must 
pale before the zeal and ardor of many of his 
contemporaries who are eager to swear they 
imbibed the sentiment with the nourishment 
from their mother’s breast. Let no man flat- 
ter himself that repudiators are but a handful 
to-day. ‘They are increasing every day, and 
already are an element not to be despised by 
either of the parties now before the country, 
and sooner or later they will, taking the aboli- 
tion party for a precedent, and in much less 
time, absorb the greater part of both parties, 
in my opinion, and, fortunately for both, I 








think they can prove a record which will secure 
either on application for membership. 

But to bring up the thought, dropped awhile 
ago, that repudiation will act oppressively upon 
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the poor widow and orphan whose all of 
worldly goods is covered by Government bonds 
allow me to say this is the veriest buncom),. 


argument of them all, and with its class only 


| Shows how weak is the real argument agains 


repudiation to-day. Its claim that the 
widow and orphans now hold a consideralj,. 
amount of bonds wholly estops their cannon. 
ball argument of patriotic bondholders who 
in the dark hour of our history rushed to pour 
their dollars and patriotism alike into the lap 
of the ‘Treasury for the poor consideration of 
two for one, as it assumes their patriotism, }iko 
Bob Acres’s courage, long since oozed out at 
their fingers’ ends ; and while their patriotisim 
is secured to history by these eulogists their 
purses are rescued from the possible danger 
of repudiation by the transfer of all their inter. 
ests, with its accumulated profits, into the laps 
of the poor widow and orphan. ‘O shame. 
where is thy blush?’’ The poor widow and 
orphan holding bonds! 

*overty is a relative term as well as com- 
parative. It has reference to our situation jp 
life, our wants, our necessities by reason of 
habit or association, and it is comparative ag 
it resolves itself into poor, poorer, and poor- 
est. This one may be poor and yet most rich 
with poorer ones. ‘That one, though poorer 
than this, yet is infinitely better off; yea, rich 
in comparison with others. 

It is a philosophical fact, however, that but 
needs the statement, that a widow or orphan 
who is able to own and does own bonds is really 
rich, for the reason that unless they were above 
want and had a surplus to invest they would not 
beable to own bonds, oreven to purchase thei. 
It is practically and demonstrably true, also, 
that any one out of debt, with meansto spare 
from their business or living, while compara- 
tively poor, are also comparatively rich, ani 
this drops the sympathetic appeal of these 
gentlemen into the waste basket as unit to. 
further consideration. Singular enough, this 
argument did not occur to many of these per 
sons when they were robbing the widows ani 
orphans of Maryland, Missouri, Kentucky, and 
Delaware of their all of dependence for sup- 
port and education, and eharity will not permit 
us to indulge the suspicion that the difference 
consists chiefly in the fact that the widows and 
orphans of the one part lived in one of the 
four States named, while the widows and or- 
phans of the other part live in some other 
State. Again I revert to the moral obligation 
upon us to pay these bonds, and with it to the 
power unlimited and discretionary, as claimed 
by the bondholders, of the Government to tax 
and control the earnings of the honest industry 
of our country. 

I assume that the legitimate object of gov- 
ernment is to protect the right of the governed, 
or, in the better language of the Declaration 


WOT 


| of Independence— 


“That governments are instituted among men to 
secure certain unalienable rights, among which are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and when- 
ever any form of government becomes destructive 
of these ends it is the right of the people to alter or 
abolish it.” 

It will appear from this that there are rights 
of person and property older than government 
call for the protection of which it was made. 
Whenever government fails to do this it fails 
to discharge the object for which it was created, 
and can claim no moral right to enforce des- 

otic taxation on the people for debt made by 
its own folly. It very illy becomes the rep- 
resentatives of any Government to taunt the 
people for a violation of faith or morals when 
their own imprudence or weaknesses have ren- 
dered it indispensable to their freedom or hap- 
piness to repudiate its taxation or oppression. 

How can a great folly and wickedness con 
ceived and carried out ina fraternal strife sub- 
ject our property, our labor, and that of our 
posterity forever to the car of slavery and 
debt? Can we by any act cf ours mortgage 
our posterity and morally obligate them and 
theirs to toil out their lives to pay for our folly? 
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What moral or legal right has any father in 
hig presence to create a debt of slavery or of 
‘ollarsagainst his offspring? The laws of the 
nd will not allowa minor, nor even a responsi- 
, man of age, to contract a debt against you 
- me without our consent, and common sense 
nd the laws of God forbid that we should con- 
tract a debt against him before he is even 
harged with the responsibility of manhood. 
Of course no one expects this generation to 
.y this debt. If your son were to create a debt 
against you, if it were small or susceptible of 
nvenient payment you might pay it, not as 
ecognizing his right to create it, but for family 
consideration you might pay it; but if the 
same party were to do the same thing to the 
extent of embarrassing you or of impoverishing 
ind beggaring your entire family, who of you 
would feel bound in morals to pay that debt? 
Who would or could reflect upon himself, 
or allow others to do so, because as a man of 
mmon sense he repudiates, as he has the 
right and as is his duty to the balance of his 
family as well as himself, soto do? Hard and 
ortifying as it would be you would let the 
one boy suffer the penalty and shame of his 
unauthorized act rather than involve your 
nnocent household in his folly. How perfect 
the parallel ! 
Our folly, our madness, or our evil genius, 
no matter what you call it or what shade of 
litical faith we may now or heretofore have 
presented, has involved this Government, 
right or wrong—and of that I need not stop to 
inquire—in a debt that confessedly you cannot 
pay. You do not even propose to pay it, but 
cruelly transfer it as a legacy to your posterity. 
If they consent to pay it, while they may not 
» as culpable as we, they will prove them- 
elves quite as simple. 





I come now to what may be characterized as | 


the cap-stone of the argument. It is the policy 
of gentlemen to treat the question of repudia- 
ion as something not only new but outrageous, 
and with ‘*eyes in frenzy rolling’’ and up- 
turned hands they exclaim in holy horror: 
**Can such things be, 
And overcome us like a summer’s cloud, 
Without our special wonder?” 

Our Republican friends are trying in every 
way to connect themselves in the argument of 
(his question with the morality and sacredness 
{our debt and prefer themselves as the cham- 
pions of the bonded interest in this novel claim, 
new to them, I imagine, atleast. They have not 
been very ambitious, it occurs to me, within 
the last few years of such distinction, but sim- 
piy use it as a representative idea, and, like 
tae Veiled Prophet of Khorassan, they use it 
to hide the terrible deformity beneath, in my 
judgment. 

Mr. Speaker, however unpleasant it may be 
to me, I trust they will pardon me if in the dis- 
charge of what 1 regard my duty I shall be 
compelled to show by fact and history that they 
themselves are repudiators, and whether the 
authors of the trick or not they are quite good 
practitioners in it and learned it to others, and 
that every anathema or denunciation of theirs 
against the morality of repudiation returns with 
a reactionary force upon their own heads ; and 
while | again disclaim the treating of this ques- 
tion in any party view, butas a living vital ques- 
tion in which all are interested, I must reter to 
ustory and fact for the material with which to 

istain my argument. 

Now, let us see if we have any precedent in 
ie history of the world or even in our own his- 
tory for repudiation. England has repudiated 
divers times under the reign of Henry VIII. 
‘ue British Parliament by solemn act forgave 
and repudiated, or caused to be repudiated, all 
of his debts in promises, bonds, or otherwise, 
of every nature, and twenty years after passed 
au act deereeing that he should be discharged 
‘om all debts subsequent to a given date, and 
that if he had paid any of these debts, ‘‘ the 
party or his heirs receiving it should repay his 
Majesty.’ 


Charles II defrauded his creditors and | 
cheated the exchequer out of $2,800,000, and | 
& compromise was made by which $664,226 

yas recognized, and this is the origin of the 
present public debt of Great Britain. Every 
reading man knows that this debt, so far from 
being diminished, has been increased by over 
twenty hundred million dollars since that time, 
and that a proposition to pay the principal of | 
the public debt (except theoretic, as we do 
here) has not been made, if thought of, for 
over a half century in the British Parliament. 
rhe strange paradox is then presented of the 
creditors not wanting payment and the debtor 

not being able to pay. 

Chis is a perpetuity of debt, a regular organ- 
ized institution, as long as the interest is regu- 
larly paid. The one seeks investment perma- 
nently therein for capital, the other time; and 
although it is notorious that the English Gov- 
ernment has repudiated, and is in one sense | 
to-day bankrupt according to all writers on 
political economy, wonderful to tell, in spite | 
of all speculations as to the United States hav- 
ing no credit if she repudiated, the precedent 
of England shows its utter absurdity. 


Few of 


us but would be glad to trust her promises for | 


any amount of money whatever. 

‘rance has repudiated in many ways and in 
different forms. One of her kings changed 
the value of the national coin twenty-two times 
in less than twenty years. During her revolu- 
tionary wars she issued assignats to the amount 
of 45,000,000,000 franes, and to their redemp- 
tion the public faith was pledged in every 
conceivable way. Pernicious regulations of 
prices were resorted to to give them credit and 
circulation. They sunk to one half of one per 
cent. of their nominal value, and finally went 
out, though a portion of them were redeemed 
with mandats at the rate of thirty-eight for one, 
and the mandats being national currency shared 
substantially the same fate. France to-day 


groans under a heavy public debt which she | 


cannot pay, contracted after all this repudia- 


tion, and is bankrupt confessedly as to her | 


public debt. ‘Think you she would be wiser 
or stronger to-day if she were silly enough to 


7 


superadd to her present debt the whole of her | 


repudiated debt during the Napoleonic wars? 
Would she have more morals or more credit if 
she did so foolish athing? The repudiation 
was notorious and for as great a sum as our 
public debt. Who among you to-day would 


hesitate to take the obligation of France for all | 


you may be worth? 
Austria, Prussia, Russia, have all done the 
same thing substantially. Massachusetts, in 


1749, repudiated her public debt of $2,200,000 | 


% 


by paying one twelfth of this sum in silver; 


yet few of us but would like to have the bonds | 


of that little State even. She, too, has credit. 
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should be redeemed dollar for dollar, and that 
the liberty of our people was cheap at that price. 
rhe present Congress are making the same 
declarations by acts to strengthen the public 


| eredit, and resolutions and denunciations of 


those who do not believe in our ability to pay 
this vast debt. 

Che Congress, before the close of our revo 
lutionary war, proposed to repudiate ninety 


| nine dollars out of every hundred by funding the 


continental money at the rate of one hundred 
for one. The depreciation went on until it 
reached one thousand for one, and then dropped 
out of circulation. Congress still occasionally 
considered this subject up to the close of the 
war, but in a schedule of the public debt pre 


| pared by a committee of Congress in 1783 the 


item of continental money is not even men 


| tioned, yet the issues of continental money at 


that time were estimated at $357,476,541, while 


| the committee only recognized $35,500,376. 
od eo 


Now, then, gentlemen, unleash your blood- 
hounds against history, denounce our fathers, 
turn loose every sluice of detraction and vitu 


| peration upon them; call them robbers, cut 


throats, villains, thieves, or what you will; 
prove them guilty of every crime in the cal- 
endar, sport with their honor as you will; 
glorify yourselves hugely, exalt yourselves at 
their expense, but I charge you to look at the 
truth of history and tremble for fear the ghosts 
of these patriotic men, not of mere theory or 
moral buckram, but of nerve and sacrifices, 
point their skeleton fingers at you until con- 
science strips your verbiage of allits sound and 
fury, and shows you, as in a glass, your true 
motives, and causes your knees, like Belshaz- 
zar’s, to tremble in the presence of your 
superiors. 

And you, my Democratic friends, who are so 
swift to repudiate the repudiators, how like 
you the picture? And ye Republicans and 
Democrats, I now hold in my hands your bonds 
for £450 continental money, the price of your 
liberty, due and unpaid for near eighty years, 


| and with its interest at six per cent., amount 


ing, principal and interest, to some seven 
thousand five hundred dollars. I demand of 


| you payment, as the representative of a rev- 


olutionary ancestry and the owner of the claim 
I present. Introduce your bill at once to pay 


| me in bonds payable in gold and semi-annual 


| gold interest. 
| tioned and unchallenged. 


Virginia, soon after the Kevolution, retired || 


| or redeemed her State paper by funding at the 


rate of one thousand for one, and notwithstand- 
ing the fiery sword of battle has recently de- 
vastated her fair fields and laid waste her high- 
ways, and that both her revolutionary and 
confederate debt has been repudiated, who 
shall say to-day that he has lost confidence in 
Virginia’s credit. Last, though not least, | 
will refer to the United States. Need I tell the 
reading men of this House that our continental 
money and debt was effectually repudiated ? 
Need I tell them that the public faith was most 
solemnly pledged to the public creditor for the 
payment of this debt? Need I tell them that 
this debt was made with and to our own peo- 
ple—for we had no credit abroad—for the pur- 
pose of wresting from the hand of a despotour 
liberty, and that for our proud position as a 
people we are indebted to these loans and the 
sacrifices of the men who made them, not asa 
loan, but a free-will offering to patriotism, for 
our liberty. Whenit w 
this money would be 
] ‘the } eo} 
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The evidence of debt is unques- 
If you cannot do 
this, cease prating your anti-repudiation senti- 
ments and meet the arguments of those who 
differ from you with logic rather than sneers 
and denunciations. But this is not all of 
repudiation in the American Congress. 

I charge you, my Republican friends, with 
repudiation. You have by your legislation de- 
stroyed the property of four loyal States of this 
Union, to wit, Missouri, Maryland, Kentucky, 
and Delaware, amounting to $450,000,000 ; 
and recognizing the fact that you under the 
Constitution ‘* could not take private property 
for public purposes without ews sapere 
you drafted or caused to be enlisted a number 
of able-bodied men, and passed a repudiation 
act by agreeing to pay loyal owners $300 per 
head for that which cost and was worth tweive 
to fifteen hundred dollars, thus repudiating 
four fifths of a debt recognized as valid by your 
own act; and, as if to give the world assurance 


| of your repudiation sentiments, then actually 


repudiated your own act by refusing to pay 
even the $300. Who shall say hereafter that it 
is your fault if repudiation is not respectabie / 
Every sale of gold is repudiation ; every act of 
bankruptcy is repudiation; every refusal to 
pay an honest claim due States or citizens 1s 
repudiation; and your legislation bristles all 
over with and even smells with repudiation. 


| bave thus far noticed, first, our inability to 
pay the public debt as showing a necessity tor 
repudiation; second, the moraiity ol repudiating 


it: third, the argument against it; and fourth 


and iastly, the precedents in favor of it—and 


mind, at least. I might 
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elaborate, if thought necessary, on all these 
heads. | now desire to state, first, that no 
large public debt was ever satisfied except by 
repudiation; second, that Mnogland, France, 


liussia, Prussia, and the United States are to- | 
day bankrupt, while their people are rich; third, | 


that notone of these Governments contemplates 
the payment of her public debt; fourth, that 
debt is an institution with each of them and 
will last until repudiated; fifth, that no legis- 
lation has obtained with any of them that ever 
contemplated the payment of the principal. 
Que word more in answer to the argumentum 
ad hominem that they will be ruined by the 
sudden extinguishment of currency, and that 
every wan who has a dollar bill will lose it. 
All this is the merest stuff. While 1 make no 
war in this argumentupon the national banks, 


sixteen hundred of which are now making || 


from fifteen to thirty per cent. in doing our 
banking by the mere deposit of bonds of the 
(jovernment as collateral upon which to issue 
ninely per cent, of their notes, | would simply 
call in the circulation and wipe them out, give 


i 
| 
| 

i} 


| 


| of the land. 


Advantage may have been taken 
| of the critical situation of the country by the 
avaricious, but if the fraud was on the part of 
the Government how can the Government now 
plead that fraud? The theory of the repu- 
diators is that the bondholders have been guilty 
of fraud, extortion, and crime. In fact the 
bondholders took what the authorities offered 
' for such money as they had to give. If the 
lender had greenbacks the Government was 
willing to give its bond for them. In the ordi- 
nary commercial intercourse of that day a 
| greenback dollar was worth that sum. 
Who can now tell what bond is tainted by 
| fraud? And if every bond is to be repudiated 
| who will answer for the wrongs committed 


'| against the widows and orphans whose whole 


| 
| 


| 
| 


|| estates are now invested in them? Tor myself 


and my constituents, for all the people of my 
| State, I declare that they cannot, for their own 
| honor nor for the honor of their country, con- 
_sent to the repudiation of the public debt. 
_ No question was more clearly or more point- 
edly presented to the people of my district in 


up their bonds and issue greenbacks payable || the last congressional canvass than the duty 


in coin to represent this national bank circu- 
lation. ‘This national bank system is a mam- 
moth institution, and was one of the wisest war 
measures inaugurated during the late war. It 
interested every note-holder in the success of 
the Federal arms and by its marginal profit 
tempted the capitalist to embark in the busi- 
ness. It has accomplished its mission, and 
the war having ended it ought to be abolished. 
it seems to be fastened upon us, and with its 
money power in and out of Congress is much 
te be dreaded and not easily gotten rid of. I 
shall pursue this subject at some future time. 

Mr. STEVIENSON. I desire to ask the 
gentleman one question. 

Mr. GOLLADAY. I decline to yield for 
any question. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I did not wish to inter- 
rupt the gentleman, but I want to call his 
attention to the faet—— 

Mr. GOLLADAY. I do not yield. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I say that the note the 
gentleman produced is u bill of Virginia and 
not of the Colonies. 

Mr. GOLLADAY. And I say that it is a 
continental bill, recognized as such by the 
Government of the United States, as this fact 
is known to every gentleman who is familiar 
with the history of his country. 

Mr. STEVENSON, It is the promise of 
Virginia to pay. 

Mr. GOLLADAY. Certainly; Virginia in 
i781, and that is continental money ; for con- 


tinental money was but the promise of the | 


various States to pay for the expenses of the 


war assumed by the Government. I yield now | 


to the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. 
CLEVELAND. | 

Mr. BIRD. Mr. CLevenanp is not in the 
llouse. Will the gentleman yield to me? 

Mr. GOLLADAY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BIRD. Not being permitted when the 
question of repudiation was before the House 
in December, 
is again presented, to make a few remarks upon 
the subject. It is agreed upon all hands every 
honest debt should be paid. It is agreed also 
that to repudiate any debt honestly and fairly 
contracted would be not only illegal, but so 
grossly immoral as to bring down the just 
reproaches of the rest of mankind. 
agreed that although there may exist strong 
reasons for imputations of unfairness or dis- 
honesty in the contraction of the debt, yet 


unless that is clearly established in each indi- | 
vidual case it is never allowed to prevail. It is | 
also agreed that if the debt be the result of a | 


transaction proposed by the debtor himself, 
and not in violation of law, but sanctioned by 
law, he is estopped from any act of repudia- 
tion, 


‘The authorities may have made unwise con- | 


desire now, since the eneiee 
ha 


| 
| 


| 


/ and obligation of the people to pay the debt 
| of the country according to the contract and 
the law of the land. 

Although the rulers of that period commit- 
ted many wrongs and crimes against the rights 
| of the citizens of the States, yet they believe, 
and then did, that the object had in view, the 
preservation of the Union, was proper and legit- 
imate, and that the contracts of the Govern- 
ment made in pursuance of that object under 
the laws of the land should be faithfully ob- 


| served ; that many of the contracts were care- 


lessly and recklessly made, by which the peo- 
le were made to suffer and to pay larger sums 
y far than they otherwise room ; yet this mis- 
conduct and mismanagement of the public 
affairs in such vital particulars we charge to 





| the Republican party. Let that party bear 
_ the responsibility. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I shall 
occupy but a few minutes. I am not prepared 
to make a speech, and do not intend to try; 
but I feel that it is due to myself as one of the 
humblest members of the Democratic party to 


| which the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr.Got- 
| remarks. 
| man from Kentucky to make his speech. There 
| is upon the floor of this House no more stren- 
| uous advocate of the right of representation 
| than myself. 
| my mind has been drawn by action in this 


LADAY] has referred that I should make a few 
I believe in the right of the gentle- 


This right is a subject to which 


House of Representatives. It is a right which 
was questioned here by the majority. [insisted 
upon it then, and I do now. ‘The constituency 





| 
| 


' to charge me, or to charge my associates upon 





| 


which the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
GoLLADAY] represents have the full right to be 
heard through him in the House of Represent- 


_atives upon all questions which concern them, 


which concern the country, of which they are 
a part. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I deny the right of that 
constituency, and I deny the right of that gen- 
tleman on their behalf or on his own account, 


this side of the House, with standing aoe his 
platform without the courage or manhood to 
declare our position. I do not feel that it is 


| necessary that I should say this to vindicate 
It is also || 


myself before the Representatives of the peo- 

le, after the long term I have served in this 
acne especially before those who are here 
associated with me to-day. 

I remarked to the gentleman from Kentucky 
when he had made his attack upon me and my 
friends here, and refused to allow me a moment 
to answer him upon that point, that I thought 


' his refusal was cowardly, and my friend from 
| Indiana [Mr. Voornees] coincided with me. 
| In my judgment now the retort was just and 
| deserved to his charge of the want of courage 


in us to stand upon the principles and to assert 


tracts, but that does not render them illegal or || before the country the principles upon which 


dishonest. 


They were sanctioned by the laws |! we stand. 


I have never yet hesitated, I do 


Sse assesses sess 
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not now hesitate, to declare the position whic! 
I hold here as an humble Representative. ,. 
elsewhere, with regard to these financial gues. 
tions. I have expressed myself within : ‘. 
days past upon the subject. And I claim ,. 
much honesty, as much integrity, and as mye), 
courage as the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GouiaDayY] has a right to claim for himecis 
and I allow no man here or anywhere else ;,, 
charge me unchallenged with the maintenan:.. 
of principles I do not express or avow. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the member from Wig. 
consin [Mr. ExpripGe] do us the favor j, 
state what that principle is? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. If the gentleman wij 
possess himself in peace fora moment I wil! 
endeavor to do so, or give him something jn 
that direction. 

Mr. GOLLADAY. Let me ask a question, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Oh! yes; I will yield to 
the gentleman, though he would not yield to 
me. 

Mr. GOLLADAY. I do not want to ask 
any question in the debate, but I want to know 
of the Chair what right the gentleman from 
Wisconsin [Mr. ExpripGe] has to the floor 
now. I yielded to the gentleman from New 
York, (ar. sind, ] and as he did not use up 
all my time I hold that the gentleman from 
Wisconsin is trenching upon my time. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. No, thank God! I hold 
the floor for once in my own right. 

Mr. GOLLADAY. I agreed to yield the 
rest of my time to Mr. CLevenLanp, of New 
Jersey. He not being present, | yielded to his 
colleague, Mr. Birv, and when he got through 
I understood the floor reverted to me. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Cuurcu- 
ILL.) The gentleman from New Jersey [ Mr. 
Birp] took his seat, and as no other gentle. 
man rose to take the floor but the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. E_pripGE] the Chair rec- 
ognized him as entitled to the floor in his own 
right. 

Mr. GOLLADAY. I understood the gen- 
tleman to be occupying the floor in my time, 
or I should have objected. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Wisconsin is speaking in his own 
time. 

Mr. GOLLADAY. Very well. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I could hardly have ex- 
pected, after the position taken by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. GoLuapay] this 
afternoon, to have had the opportunity to say 
one word in his time, because 5 gave us notice, 
as I understood him, that he would not permit 
interruptions from any one. 

I think now, as I thought then, the gentleman 
from Kentucky ought not to have made the 
charge which he did make against me and my 
associates, that we had not the courage to 
express our real opinions, and then hold the 
floor as he did, refusing us the opportunity to 
explain or to answer. That was the reason 
that I did at that time pronounce it cowardly. 
Not cowardly, I wish to say, as regards his 
physical courage ; not cowardly as regards his 
moral courage, if you please. But, as I ex: 
pressed myself at the moment, it was ‘‘ cow- 
ardly’’ in debate to make such a charge upon 
me and my associates and then refuse us one 
moment to make a reply, to impute to us senti- 
ments or opinions which he did not know us to 
entertain and prevent us from disavowing them 
by arbitrarily refusing the opportunity to an- 
swer. I did not by my presence and silence 
wish to be placed in a false position before the 
country, and I was surprised that the gentle 
man could desire I should be. I thought \' 
unjust and unfair and contrary to his usual!) 
courteous character. 

Now, sir, the Democratic party so far as | 
know, and of course I am authorized to speak 
now, and I do speak now only for myself, have 
expressed their views in no uncertain voice 
upon this question of currency and the finances 
of the country. Conventions of the party and 


on all proper occasions leading Democrats have 
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“The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Voor- 
NEES] Was, I think, understood in his speech 
¢ yesterday ; other gentlemen have endeav- 
ored to make themselves understood upon 
‘hese questions. I undertook to state my 
jews the other day upon this subject, and | 
tried to make myself understood. Ihave now 
‘, my possession, I am happy to say, a dollar 
neenback, and the language upon the back 

‘it expresses my views upon the payment of 
che national debt. It is a new note, one re- 
cently issued. I read the language as printed 
on the back of the note : 

“This note is a legal tender at its face value for 
ail debts, public and private, except duties on im- 
ports and interest on the public debt.”’ 

This note is of the series of 1869. I have 
not been able to find the date upon it. Ido 
not know that it is dated, but it is of the very 
latest issue. 

Now, sir, the Democratic party generally, 
though with some exceptions, have, as I under- 
stand, taken the position of Indiana upon this 
question. I speak more particularly of the 
iemocratic party in the western States. We 
do claim—I should not say ‘‘ we,’’ I should 
rather say I claim, if it interests any one to 
know—that all the debts, public and private, 
of individuals and the Government, so far as 
regards the law which we have placed upon the 


statute-book, so far as Congress by its enact- | 


ments can make them, are payable, with the 
exceptions named in the language I have just 
read, in the legal-tender greenback ‘‘ lawful 
money’’ of the country. 

A gentleman by my side who, more fortunate 
than myself, happens to have a five dollar note 
of the old series, has allowed me to read what 
it has upon it. In addition to the words upon 
the other, this additional statement is, ‘‘and 
is receivable in payment of all bonds or loans 
made to the United States.’’ And this isthe 
mere statement of the law itself—a transcript 
from it as it was understood when the notes 
were first issued, when the bonds, too, were 
issued and taken. In other words, the notes 
issued by the Government prior to the act of 
last session, had this declaration upon them : 

“This note is a legal tender atits face value forall 
debts, public and private, except duties on imports 
and interest on the public debt, and is receivable in 
payment of all loans made to the United States.”’ 

I believe this to be a correct statement of 
the law. I believe all debts, with the two 
exceptions, are payable as therein stated. 

Now, is there any uncertain sound in that? 
Is there any want of courage in stating that? 
Why should I lack courage on this point? 
{hat venerable man who was until recently 
the leader of the Radical majority in this House ; 
who led it for many years and during ail that 
period when the bonded debt was being created, 
but who has now gone to his final rest, declared 
upon the floor of this House—I do not under- 
take to repeat his words—that it would be folly 
and dishonesty to pay the bonds—the five- 


twenty bonds—‘‘a public crime.’’ A gentleman 


near me reminds me of the language—a ‘‘ pub- 
lie crime *’ to pay this debt in any other way 
than in the lawful money. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I say to you here now 
that that debt was contracted with the under- 
standing that it was to be paid in legal-tender 
money—the lawful money of the country as it 
was declared by the Congress of the United 
States. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the gentleman allow | 


me a question ? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to know how the 
gentleman proposes the Government shall pay 
that promise to pay which he has read? 

_ Mr. ELDRIDGE. ‘That is a very singular 
inquiry to come from that side of the House. 

Mr. BENJAMIN rose. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I cannot yield further to 
the gentleman at this moment. He must let 
me first answer his question. 


_ would 


Mr. DAVIS. 
an inquiry? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Not now; I must answer 
one question at a time and take gentlemen in 
their turn. 

Mr. GOLLADAY. Mr. Speaker, I submit 
whether it is in good taste for the gentleman 
to take my fight out of my hands. 

_ Mr. ELDRIDGE. In disposing of the ques- 
tion of ‘‘ cowardice’ I have got through the 


Will the gentleman allow me 


part of the subject in which the gentleman from | 


Kentucky is particularly interested. ‘lhe gen- 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. Bensamin] asks 
me how I propose to pay this debt. I propose 
to pay it just exactly as we agreed to pay it by 
the law and the contract creating it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. How, according to the 
gentleman's understanding, did we agree to 
pay it? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I understand that we 
agreed to pay it according to the contract into 
which we entered. ‘The gentleman has my 
answer. Now let me ask him how he under- 
stands we were to pay it? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I understood that we 
were to pay it in gold and silver. 

Mr. ELRIDGE. So did 1. The gentleman 
has furnished me the answer that | would have 
given to him if he had refused to give it to 
me. 

Here, then, is a currency which is payable 
in gold and silver according to the promise of 
the Government, and which by the terms of 
the law is made alegal tender for all debts, 
public and private. 
his party attempt to depreciate—they do in 
fact depreciate—this currency from twenty to 
twenty-three cents below its nominal value, 
below the bonded debt which they have created 
and promised to pay in this currency. If then 
the greenback is payable in gold and silver 
and is now due, as it is now certainly due, 
why should it be, why is it worth less than 
the five-twenty? They are both promises of 
the same Government; both are for moneys 
loaned to the Government to carry on the war! 
If the greenback is a depreciated currency 
why should not the other promises of the same 
Government be depreciated? What justice is 
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Yet the gentleman and | 


there in making a distinction in the promises | 


of the Government? ‘The bonds were taken 


by those who received or purchased them with | 


full knowledge that they might be paid accord- 
ing to this statement on the back of the green- 


back. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Then, if I understand the | 
gentleman, he proposes to pay the bonded debt | 


in ‘*greenbacks,’’ and then pay the ‘‘ green- 
backs’’ in gold? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman will un- 
derstand me as I have said, that we propose 
to pay it precisely as we agreed to pay it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Does the gentleman un- 
derstand that to have been our agreement? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Our agreement isin the 
language which is upon the back of this note: 

“This note is a legal tender for all debts, public 
and private, except the interest on the public debt 
and duties upon imports.” 


That is the agreement. That is the way I 
ay the debt. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Ido not quite understand 
the gentleman. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. For that I am not to 
blame. I think the gentleman need not mis- 
understand me. I must resume the floor. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I wish to know whether 
I stated his proposition correctly when I said 
that he proposes to pay the bonded debt in 
‘‘ greenbacks,’’ a specimen of which he holds 
in his hand, and afterward to pay the ‘‘ green- 
backs’’ in gold? I wish to know whether that 
is the gentleman’s theory? 

Mr. ELDRIDGHR. ‘The gentleman can un- 
derstand me if he will. This was the agree- 
ment when the bond was made, that it should 
be paid in this money. 
to escape responsibility by pointing to results. 
If the 


Government will honestly and according 


Che gentleman wishes | 


| 
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to promise pay its greenbacks we certainly can 
pay the other debt. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I wish to submit this 
matter to the gentleman from Missouri, [ Mr. 
Bensamin.| ‘The gentleman from New York 
[ Mr. Davis] and every other gentleman on the 
other side of the House 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I will yield to the gen- 
tleman from Indiana for a moment. 

Mr. DAVIS. I object to being cross-exam 
ined when I have not been allowed to ask a 
question. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I will submit, then, what 
I have to say upon general principles, and not 
in respect to anything said by the gentleman 
from New York. I referred to him because | 
saw he was anxious to make the inquiry. | 
say that Mr. Stevens, now dead and gone, who 
drafted this bill as chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, said upon the floor of this 
House that he would rather vote for Frank 
Blair for President of the United States, or 
rather Vice President—l do not know that he 
coupled his name with that of Horatio Sey- 
mour; but General Blair being the most obnox 
ious to that side of the House at that time the 
old gentleman took his name to produce a 
strong illustration—he said that he would rather 
vote tor him than to vote for any man who so 
construed this contract or this law that these 
five-twenty bonds were payable in gold. Now, 
instead of making war on us make war on him. 
As the preachers sometimes say in reference 
to an unpleasant text: *‘ Make war on Paul 
and not on me.’’ Mr. Stevens was your great 
leader; answer him, and when you have got 
through answering him then answer OLiver P. 
Morton, of my State; answer JOHN SHERMAN, 
of Ohio, then answer the State conventions of 
Indiana and Ohio. When you get through 
with answering your own great leaders who 
thus construed this law then come tous. We 
are standing where your own party leaders of 
the greatest renown stood until this present 
Administration took its departure last spring 
in the inaugural of the President. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. And when the other 
side gets through answering all to whom my 
friend from Indiana has referred, let me ask 
them to answer the present leader of their party 
in the House of Representatives, Hon. Ben- 
gamin EF. Burier, of Massachusetts. [ Laugh- 
ter. | 

Mr. VOORHEES. I beg his pardon for 
not having mentioned him. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Iam glad you did not, 
for you would not have left anything for me to 
say. I now yield to the gentleman from New 
Y ork to ask mea question, but not for aspeech. 

Mr. DAVIS. { wish to know whether on 
this subject the Opposition adopt Mr. Butier 
as their leader? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. No, sir, not quite that ; 
but we never act against a correct principle 
because a bad man or even the leader of your 
party goes for it. [Laughter.} Mr. Speaker, 
I am not trifling on this subject. I believe the 
understanding of the House of Representatives 
of the Congress of the United States and of 
the people of the country when we created 
these five-twenty bonds was that they were to 
be paid in the currency the people had to re- 
ceive in payment of debts due them. And I 
would like to know—I would like to have 
some gentleman on this floor tell me why we 
should pay for the blood and sinew and muscle 
and life of the soldier in this money and not 
the bondholder. I would like to know why |! 
as a citizen or you as a citizen should be 
obliged to recieve this money as a legal tender 
in payment of debts due us, and why we should 
not pay the bonded debt of the country in the 
same. What right has the bondholder to be 
paid in a superior currency? What better is 
he than we? 

Mr. NIBLACK. Will the gentleman yield 
to me for a few moments ? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I will yield to the gen- 
tleman. 
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Mr. NIBLACK. ‘The gentleman from Wis- 
consin asks a question in this connection which 
I have often asked in other forms myself and 
to which I have never been able to get a full 
and satisfactory answer. After giving the eub- 
ject much careful attention 1 have come to 
the conclusion that while the mass of the le 
publican party, especially in the West, would 
like to see these bonds paid according to the 
contract and in no other way ; would like to 
liave at least a portion of those five-twenty 
bonds paid in the legal-tender currency of the | 
country immediately, and thus remove the rae 
sure which now weighs upon us in the West | 
prowing out of the want of suflicient currency 
\o meet the demands of trade, they are pro- 
hibited from enforcing their desire by the | 
leaders of the party, who either own these bonds | 
or have a controlling influence in the moneyed | 
interests of the country. 

hese men to # certain extent own the Re- 
publican party. They furnish the money to | 
carry its elections, and having thus a sort of | 
mortgage interest on the party for their annual 
advances to it they will not submit to have | 
their bonds depreciated, as they call it, in this 
way. They therefore restrain the masses | 
of the party from doing what their sense of 
justice prompts them to do; that is, from | 
advocating a policy which treats the public | 


and private creditors of the Government alike. | 


Money is now @ power in elections as it is in | 
war. With the Republican party it is in the | 
main an essential power in its elections. With- | 


out the assistance of their moneyed leaders it || 


dares not risk a contested canvass. These men | 
who thus furnish the means of success of 
course give tone to the party. 
intimidation, ridicule, or whatever other means 
they find necessary they control the party as 
they wish. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. My friend from Indiana 
has told us why it is not done, but he has given 
us no reason why it should not be done. 

Mr. NIBLACK, The gentleman asked why 
it was not done. I responded by saying that | 
the capitalists and substantial owners of the | 
tepublican party would not allow it tobe done. 
‘That is suflicient for the purpose [ have in view. 
lhe gentleman certainly understands that [ am 
arguing on his side and trying to sustain him | 
in this contest. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I did not put it in that | 
way, but as a moral question, a question of | 
propriety, @ question of justice, a 


try in the same money which we paid for the 


| 
| 
services and for the lives of the soldiers in the | 
Army. Can the gentleman give me a good rea- | 
| 
| 


son why we should discriminate between the 
two obligations? 

Mr. NIBLACK. Certainly not; but the capi- 
tal of the country has decreed that we shall so 
discriminate. I denounce these discriminations 
as earnestly as the gentleman from Wisconsin. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 


stand, I think, why it is that the gentleman from 
Kentucky is driven to the dread alternative of 
repudiation, what it is that has forced his judg- 
ment to that conclusion. It is on account of 
the financial policy of the party having the con- | 


trol over the finances of the country. It is the || 


course, the action of that party that may bring 
it about, that may force it upon the country. 

Mr. HOAR, 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, Certainly. I cannot refuse 
to allow the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
interrupt me, when I have allowed everybody 
else to do so. 


Mr. HOAR. I wish toask the gentleman 


whether he considers that Congress has the 
right to declare that the Government shall pay 
the debt in coin? Congress in 1869 expressly 
declared that the whole interest-bearing debt 
of the United States was payable in coin and 
that the faith of the nation was pledged thereto. | 
Now, after that declaration,does not very man | 





asked why | 
we should not pay the public debt of the coun- | 


Then my friend and I } 
perfectly agree why itis not done, and I under- |, 


Will the gentleman allow me || 


|| debt should be paid in gold and silver. 
By threats, || 


| do not undertake to repeat the language. 
|| gentleman may have read it all and read it cor- 


| that faculty. 


to whom a bond is assigned hold it on the faith 
of that promise of Congress? 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. Will the 
gentleman from Wisconsin yield to me for a 
moment? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I cannot yield at present. 

Mr. WILSON, of Minnesota. I only wished 
to ask the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
read the balance of the declaration which he 
quoted ; the gentleman misquotes it. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I will take care of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts myself if my 
friend from Minnesota will allow me. I am 
very glad that the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts has put that question tome. If he had 
listened as attentively to the first portion of 
my remarks as he seems to be listening now I 
think he would have understood my position as 
to that. He puts the question to me whether 
the United States have the power to declare 
that this public debt shall be paid in gold and 
silver. Well, sir, 1 did not suppose till the gen- 
tleman’s party was in power that the United 


|| States had the right to make it payable in 


anything else. 

I never supposed it was possible for the Uni- 
ted States, under the Constitution, to make 
anything else than gold and silver a legal tender; 
but the gentleman and his party have taught 
me, at all events, that so far as congressional 
enactments are concerned, they may make 
almost anything a legal tender. They have 
made this miserable stuff a legal tender, and [ 
suppose they consider that it is so by the law 
of the land. The gentleman tells me that in 
1869 Congress made a declaration that all the 
I do 
not wish toevadethe pointatall. This House 
did make such a declaration in eee I 
The 


rectly. 

Mr. HOAR. If the gentleman willallow me 
I will read it now. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. No; notnow. The gen- 
tleman has asked me one question. I cannot 
answer two questions atatime. I never iad 
[ am a Yankee; but [ cannot 


' come up to Yankee lawyers if they possess that 


ability. I grant that Congress did make such 
a declaration; and how did it come to make 
it? We had a vast debt, an overshadowing 
debt, that controlled almost every interest in 
this whole broad land. It reached everybody ; 


it had its influence upon everybody ; andeither || 
from the interest which gentlemen upon this | 


floor had in the public debt themselves, or the 
interest which their constituencies had in the 


public debt, they were induced to declare in | 
|| 1869, after every dollar of the debt had been | 
|| created, that thereafter it should be paid in 


gold and silver. Now, I ask gentlemen what 
necessity was there for making that declara- 
tion? Ifthe contract, if the original contract 


| was to pay in gold, why, in Heaven’s name, 


what necessity or propriety or sense was there 
in Congress declaring the debt payable in gold 
and silver? The very fact that such a declara- 
tion was thought to be necessary shows, is a 


most pregnant admission, that originally and 
_ before this declaratory act of Congress the debt 





was not payable in gold and silver. 

I now come more more directly tomy answer 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts. I say 
emphatically that the Government of the Uni- 
ted States cannot, after the debt has been 
created, of its own volition change the time or 


| manner of payment. 


Congress has not the right or constitutional 
power, in my judgment, to make that debt pay- 


able in any other manner than that provided 


in the original contract. It is a declaration by 
one of the parties to the contract only. If the 
Congress can change the contract in one par- 
ticular it may in every particular. So that 
whatever the act of 1869 provided, it is, in so 
far as it changes the contract, utterly null and 
void. It takes two parties at least to make 
this contract, the Government on thé oné sidé 
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and the creditor on the other. If Congress 
could do such a thing it would be the grossest 
injustice to the people whose interests it repre- 

But I rest on the assertion it has not 


Now, I want to ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoan, ] for this is a sub. 
ject on which I am perfectly willing that he 
shall shed the effulgence of his mind, why it 
was necessary to pass that declaratory act of 
1869? Will the gentleman answer? 

Mr. HOAR. Because the public declarations 
of the gentleman’s political associates had 
thrown doubts in some foreign countries on 
the good faith of the nation, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Ah! Mr. Speaker, was 
it because my political associates had thrown 
doubts upon it? The gentleman’s colleagya 
| Mr. BurLer] had thrown doubts uponit. Mr. 
Stevens, of Pennsylvania, had thrown doults 
upon it. Other leading Republicans in the 
House and the Senate had thrown doubts upon 
it. The law itself had thrown doubts upon it. 
The advertisement upon every greenback })j|! 
issued had thrown doubts uponit. Younotonly 
doubted, but you knew that no such contract 
had ever been made. You sought in the in 
terest of the rich bondholder to give him more 
than the Government had promised. 

Mr. HOAR. What [ said was that their 
declarations had thrown doubts in some foreign 
countries on the good faith of the nation. — 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The good faith of the 
nation is always preserved by keeping its prom- 
ises and performing its obligations, and to pre- 
serve the good faith of the nation it is just as 
necessary to keep faith with the poor tax-payer 
bowed to the earth with the crushing weight 
upon him as the rich bondholder who would 
wring the life-blood from him if permitted. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Will the gentleman 


| yield to me for one question? 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I suppose I must, al- 
though I wanted to say two things in connec. 
ield. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I understood the gen- 
tleman to speak of something he had in his 
hand as ‘this miserable stuff.’’ I would like 
to know to what the gentleman alluded? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. [I alluded to the dirty, 
filthy shinplasters that the gentleman would 
put away down in his boots rather than carry 
in his pockets if he could get gold and sil- 
ver. 

Mr. STEVENSON. The gentleman means 
what are commonly called ‘* greenbacks ?”’ 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Yes. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I want to know if the 
gentleman wants any more of them? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Iam obligedto have them 
to pay for my breakfast ; I can get nothing else 
to pay with. If I could get gold and silver | 
would not touch the filthy stuff. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Does the gentleman 
want more of them issued? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I must have them; | 
cannot get along without them; I would rather 
have gold and silver. Your party has demor- 
alized the whole trade, business, and money of 
the country; you have destroyed the currency 
of the country, and I in common with the rest 
of the people must take what I can get. This 
stuff is legal tender to me—made so by act 
of Congress, and I am obliged to take it or 
nothing. I have been obliged for several years 
to take it in payment of debts due me both 
from the Government and individuals. | 

Mr. STEVENSON. I do not like to inter- 
rupt the gentleman, but I would like to ask 
him one more question. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Very well. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Will not the country 
be so much the worse the more of this ** mis- 
erable stuff ’’ we have? 

Mr. PETERS. The more grease and the 
more dirt. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I do not know how that 
can be. It can scarcely be worse. It is about 
as bad off as it can be now. 


Mr. § 
worse @ 
Mr. 
any in 
he can 
,ot sup 

Mr. ¢ 
tleman 
Mr. | 
Mr. § 
Mr. 
want m 
Mr. 3 
Mr. | 
ter mal 
Now 
have § 
with m 
rupted 
istratic 
the ab 
{ Mr. \ 
that su 
| wo 
Boutw 
buys fi 
each © 
bonds 
time | 
rom © 
to the 
a sens 
{loor ¢ 
the Ty 
It is 
Voor 
to it ¢ 
count 
the lif 
this t 
have 
furnis 
bond: 
triots 
‘loy 
despi 
their 
So 
debt 
Gove 
that 
more 
be al 
the r 
Bu 
the ¢ 
Ne 
tlem 
ity f 
thes 
a dis 
five- 
oblis 
hold 
TI 
“c la’ 
peo} 
that 
wea 
ther 
a be 
and 
A 
able 
they 
of t 
bee: 
Wh 
hol 
fore 
wer 
this 
whi 
or 
five 
by 
Sec 
the 
dol 








7 A) Y rat VOC T 4 
29, 1870. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 889 
rege Mr. STEVENSON. Will it not be getting || both are recognized as dollars by the Govern- || him, I have asked members on this floor, by 
3es worse all the time? A ment; both are made dollars by act of Con- || what authority, by what right of law they could 
re. Mr. ELDRIDGE. If the gentleman has || gress, yet the Secretary of the Treasury makes || go into the market at public auction to appre- 
not ny in his pocket that he wants to get rid of || this dollar twenty-three cents below its nominal || ciate the rich man’s money, the bonded debt 
can pass it over here. [Laughter.] I do || value and makes the five-twenty dollar twenty- || of the country, the interest-bearing debt against 
om ¢ suppose he will do anything of the kind. three cents above its nominal value. I can see || the non-interest-bearing debt, against the poor 
ub- Mr. STEVENSON. I differ with the gen- || no other reason for this, Mr. Speaker, than || man’s money, and atthe expense of over-taxed 
he leman; I like it. || that it is the power of money—that power || poverty; and I have not yet been able to ¢ 
y it Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman likes it. || which money is always able to exert—that does || an answer. I do not believe any man can 
of Mr. STEVENSON. Yes, sir. it; itis the struggle of wealth with poverty. || giveus asensible reason. Everytime you put 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. Does the gentleman || The influence and power of money are felt in || twenty-three cents into the hands of the bloated 
Ons want more issued ? this House, and we, the Representatives of || bondholder you take twenty-three cents from 
lad Mr. STEVENSON. I do want more issued. |, the people, yield to the pressure. | the poor widow, the orphan child, and poverty 








Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman is a bet- 
ter man than I thought he was. [ Laughter. ] 

Now, there is one thing more I meant to 
have said, and to have said it in connection 
with my remarks before [ was so much inter- 
rupted. There is one other thing this Admin- 
istration ig doing that was not referred to in 
he able speech of my friend from Indiana, 
Mr. Voornees.] I want to get some light on 
hat subject. 

| would like to know by what right Secretary 
Boutwell goes into the public markets and 


t 
{ 
{ 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The gentleman has asked 
by what authority the Secretary of the Treasury 
has done this thing. Will the gentleman permit 
me to answer his question ? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. No; I do not care to 
have the gentleman answer the question just 
now. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Thegentleman has called 


upon this side of the House two or three times | 


to answer that question. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. 


does the gentleman desire to make his answer? 


Well, how long a time 


stricken, tax-paying laborer of the country. 
Mr. STEVENSON. I think the gentleman 
forgets that while the bonds have been going 
up and gold has been going down, as a conse 
quence ** greenbacks’’ have also been going up. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. That is true; there has 
been some correspondence between these 


| things, at all events, they have been getting 
| nearer together ; but it has been at the expense 
|| and sacrifice of the business and trade of all 
| the agricultural States. The great interests of 


labor and agricultural products are almost 


cl buys five-twenty bonds at the rate of $1 23 for Mr. BENJAMIN. Only a minute or two. || destroyed. It has caused a depression and 
0 each one dollar of the nominal value of those Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wiil give the gentleman |} stagnation of business that is alarming. If 
yr bonds? And by what right does he atthe same || time to make his answer. '| gentlemen would listen to the wails of sor 

time depreciate this money which my friend Mr. BENJAMIN. I understood the gen- || row and distress which come up from the 
el from Ohio [Mr. Stevenson] loves so much || tleman to ask the question by what right or || laboring people of the country, they would 
gn to the same extent? I have never yet heard || authority the Secretary of the Treasury has || then see that as they have risen every cent ap 

a sensible reason given by any man upon this || gone into the market and bought these bonds || preciated has been stained with the blood of 
he floor or off for this action of the Secretary of || at a premium sometimes of twenty per cent. || labor, and I might add almost every cent has 
m- the Treasury. I will tell the gentleman what perhaps he well || been taken from the price of wheat and othe: 





It is said, and my friend from Indiana [ Mr. 

V ooRHEES | very happily and eloquently alluded 
to it on yesterday, that this bonded debt of the 
country was created for the purpose of saving 
the lifeof the Government. And I have heard 
this thing sung and talked of so much that I 
have been led almost to feel that the men who 
furnished the money for which the five-twenty 
bonds were given or sold were the purest pa- 
riots in the world; not that they were truly 
‘loyal’’—that word ‘‘loyal’’ I have always 
despised—but that they were patrioticand gave 
their money out of pure patriotism. : 

Some men have spoken of this particular 


knows or ought to know, for 1 believe he was || 


here when the act was passed, that the act of 


February, 1862, provides that the gold received | 


for customs duties shall be applied first to the 


| payment of the interest on the public debt, and 


the balance to the redemption or purchase of 
the principal of the debt, to the extent of one 
per cent. per annum, for a sinking fund. It is 
by virtue of that provision of law and in the 
execution of its requirements that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury has gone into the market 
and purchased the bonds to which the gentle- 
man alludes. 


farm products. 
1 propose to yield to my friend from New 
Jersey, [| Mr. CLEVELAND, ] who stands here in 


| waiting, and who would have addressed the 


House if I had not by accident got the floor. 
This subject is one that demands explanation 
from the gentlemen of the other side. They 
must explain it, or the seats which they now 


| occupy will be occupied by men of different 


Opinions in the next Congress. 
to my friend from New Jersey. 
Mr. CLEVELAND. I have promised to 


yield five minutes to the gentleman from Ken 


I now yield 


‘ Mr. ELDRIDGE. Then I say to the gen- || tucky, [ Mr. meeenentn 
debt as more sacred than any other debt of the || tleman that if he approves of the course of Mr. GOLLADAY. regret, Mr. Speaker, 
y Government. ‘lo my mind it is no more sacred, || the Secretary of the Treasury he is to the || that it is necessary for me to say one word in 
that debt represented by the greenback, no || extent of the difference between the value of || reply to my distinguished friend from Wiscon 
y more sacred than any other. If there could || gold and the value of the legal tenders a repud- || sin, who has made a *‘ greenback’’ speech very 
i- be any difference the greenback ought to be || iator, and he cannot escape the charge. If || interesting to me, notwithstanding most of it 
the most sacred. , It was a forced loan. | the Secretary of the Treasury is pretending to || has been stereotyped and repeated over and 
18 But there is no difference, therecan be none; || follow that provision of law, then he should | over againinthis presence. Itisalwaysinter 
the one is as sacred as the other. || take the gold itself and buy these bonds. He esting to me, and I would to God it would carry 
Now, what I want to say is this: as no gen- | has no right to go into the market and pay a || conviction to the minds of our Radical friends, 
e tleman responds to my question as tothe author- | premium of twenty-three cents in legal-tender || as it has to his, for while he affects to be no 
ity for the Secretary of the Treasury to buy || currency. | repudiator at all, or only a partial repudiator, 
n these bonds at a premium which were sold at || Mr. BENJAMIN. The law says he shall || as far as he goes I agree with him. If IL can- 
e a discount, wherein is the obligation to pay the || ‘* purchase.”’ '| not get the whole article I will take the next 
| five-twenty bonds any more sacred than the || Mr. ELDRIDGE. Ido not care if it does. || best thing I can get, and next to the doctrine 
obligation to pay this one dollar bill which I || He should purchase with gold, because gold || of repudiation is the gentleman’s theory. 
? hold in my hand ? || is set apart for that purpose. If there is any- Without intending at all to refer to this, as 
This money, this greenback currency, this 1 thing in the gentleman’s argument, the pur- || it was all answered in my first speech, my pur- 
! “lawful money,’’ is all the money that the || chase should be made with gold. So far as || pose isto allude to something he said, personal 
. people, the masses have. It is all the money the Government fails to do this ana so faras || to myself, at the beginning of his remarks. He 
P that can be had by the poor, the humble, the || the gentleman sustains it in doing this it and || repelled what he said was a charge of coward- 
: weak, and the lowly in this land. What is '| he are repudiators. | ice against his party. I made no such attack 
y there about the five-twenty bond that makes it Mr. Speaker, I have been so often inter- || against the Democratic party as that it was 
t a better debt, more entitled to be paid in gold || rupted I hardiy know where I began. I hardly || cowardly. Because I refused to yield to him 
3 and silver? || know over what ground I have wandered, and ||"to make his usual inquiries and statements 
Although this note by its terms is exchange- || I certainly do not know where I shall leave || some little portion of my time, which | hap- 
f able for five-twenty bonds, it cannot be done ; || off. pened to get accidentally, he taunted me with 
3 they are payable, many of them, at the option || _I believe the Secretary uf the Treasury is my || being cowardly. 
: of the Government, but it must not be done || personal friend; I certainly am a personal || Mr. ELDRIDGE. Have your remarks read. 


because it is supposed to wrong somebody. 

Whom does it wrong? It wrongs the bond- 
c holder; it wrongs therich man; it wrongs the 
foreign creditor who took them knowing they 
were so payable; and at the same time and by 
this policy you are depreciating these notes 
which are the money of the widow and the 
orphan and the poor man ; you appreciate the 
five-twenty bond. By what right, by what law, 
by what principle of equity or justice is the 
Secretary of the Treasury authorized to go into 
the market and create this difference betweenthe 

dollars of fhe Government? Both are dollars ; 


Mr. GOLLADAY. The accusation of the 
gentleman from Wisconsin was reiterated by 
the gentleman from Indiana, [| Mr. Vooraees, | 
who also said it was cowardly on my part that 
I did not yield. Was it a marvel, therefore, 
when taunted by my friends with being cow 
ardly, that I resented it? I do say this now, 
as | intended to say then, that I believe the gen 
tlemen who advocate this ‘‘greenback’’ theory 
have made speeches directly in the interest 
repudiation. Every attack they have mac 
that these bonds were issued without consid- 
eration isan argument in favor of repudietion. 


| friend of his. I had the honor of serving with 
him on the Committee on the Judiciary during 
the Fortieth Congress; my relations with him 
| have always been pleasant, and I would not 
willingly do him injustice. But, sir, if when | 
he was pursuing the late Executive of this Gov- 
ernment with a purpose of convicting him on 
| impeachment he had had such a case against 
the President as the country now has against 
him for violation of the law and injury to the 
business interests of the country nothing on 
earth could have saved the President from 
being ejected from his office. I have asked 
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When | heard a gentleman urging that there 
had been a want of consideration | regarded 
his speech as a speech in the interest of repu- 
diation, and | adopted and indorsed it with 
pleasure. I kuow there are many outside of 
this louse who hold the same views as I do, 
hut who think the time has not come for them 
to develop themselves. 
inan from Wisconsin [Mr. E.privce] belongsto 
that class 1 do not know, and Ido not charge 
him with it. It is enough for me that I shall 
lv entitled to state my convictions, as I believed 


Whether the gentle- | 


| had a right to do, without being chargeable | 


with cowardice, moral, social, or political. 
Aud when a charge of cowardice was brought 
against me, I merely threw back the taunt on 
the gentleman who made it. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
desk to be read the remarks of the gentleman 
from Kentucky as taken down by the reporters. 

Lhe Clerk read as follows: 

“If he takes the other portion of the argument, 
that there was no consideration, that there were 
usury and extortion, then the gentleman is squarely 
on my platform; and he and the Democratic party 


are upon my platform, although, in my judgment, 
they have not the courage to say so in the face of 
the civilized world.” 

Mr. HLDRIDGKE. Now, Mr. Speaker, the 
gentleman from Kentucky will see that it was 
he who made the charge of lack of courage, 
and he must not say that it was in response to 
anything that I said, for he had not allowed 
me touttera word. My interjection into his 
speech was simply that it was cowardly in him 
not to yield for a remark in reply after he had 
made that charge. 1 made the remark, how- 
ever, in no offensive sense. The gentleman 
knows that his relations and mine are such that 
| would say nothing to do him personal injus- 
tice or injury. But I did think he fniled to 
exhibit that high moral courage which is willin 
to allow sentiments and opinions entertaine 
and deliberately sagoeianb as his were to be 
challenged. I supposed he was prepared to 
defend each and every proposition in his writ- 
ten speech. In my judgment he did injustice 
to the Democratic party and to the bold and 
outspoken though small minority on this side 
of the House. 

We have gone through too many fiery trials 
in the last few years; we have had opportuni- 
ties to display our moral courage on this floor 
too often; and the conduct of the party—I 
speak not of myself as an individual, but of 
the party—has been too brave and manly to 
deserve the taunt which the gentleman’s speech 
contained; and, sir, I believe there are no 
hidden sentiments in the party, no concealed 


opinions upon questions of publie policy; we | 
have no convictions as a party that as indi- | 


vidual members we feel bound to conceal, none 
that we have not the courage to utter; none 
that the party would not have us express. I 
deny utterly that the Democratic party as such | 
entertains the idea of not paying the public | 
debt. It may, individuals may fear that the 

party having the control of affairs will so con- 
duet itself and so manage that repudiation 


I send to the Clerk’s | 


| 


i} 
| 





hensions. When I see the course pursued [ 
am filled with alarm. 
calamity may come to warn against the cause8 | 
that may bring it is neither to be a repudiator 
or to desire repudiation. 

Now, one word more and I have done. The 
gentleman says that when we would pay the 
bonded debt in greenbacks we are pro tanto | 
repudiators., I say that is not so; for itis a 

| 


willas aresult follow. I confess to these appre- 
| 





fulfillment of the contract, and it is no repu- 
diation to pay justas we agreed. It is repudia- 
tion to deny the contract either one way or the 
other. Weare not willing to stand with the 
gentleman from Kentucky as repudiators, and 
we do not desire that he shall increase his 
shame or his glory by associating us with him 
on that point. Weonourpartare determined 
to pay the debt just as we agreed to pay it. Is 
not that enough? Is that repudiation? 


But to fear that this || 


the gentleman referred when he presented to 
this House and demanded payment of the bond 
which was given as he says to create the Gov- 
ernment under which we live? 

Mr. Speaker, I thought it came with rather a 
poor grace from him to demand payment of that 


bond from the Government when we are strug: | 


gling underan immense debt which he claims 
we cannot and ought notto pay. I cannot see 


‘| the een of the gentleman coming here and 


demanding the payment of that bond in the 


| name of justice, in the name of right, in the | 


name of the contract, and at the same time 
referring to its non-payment as a precedent 
and reason why we should not pay our pre- 
sent debt. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. GOLLADAY. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The gentle- 
man from New Jersey [Mr. CLEVELAND] is 
| entitled to the floor. Does he yield to the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. GotLapay?] 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I will yield to him for 
five minutes. 

Mr. GOLLADAY. Mr. Speaker, this to my 
mind has been a most extraordinary debate. I 
think the gentleman from Wisconsin—speak- 





nor reason to vindicate his conclusions. ‘The 
very paragraph from my speech which the 
gentleman from Wisconsin desired to have 
read, and which formed a part, not of the re- 
marks which I had written but of those which 
were spoken in the heat and hurry of debate, 


|| that very go excused me from having 
1 


| 


| charged the Democratic party with being in 
| favor of repudiation ; for 1 put in the saving 
| clause ‘‘ in my judgment,’’ and the gentleman 
| knows that such language is entirely parlia- 
mentary and within the range of debate in this 
House without being regarded accusative or 
invidious. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I did not ebject to the 


| gentleman’s right to make the statement but 
| to his judgment in making it. 


Mr. GOLLADAY. And the gentleman took 
occasion to taunt me because I held up $1,500 
of continental money, and called upon Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans to prove that they were 
not in favor of repudiation by coming up and 
paying it where the evidence of debt was so 
clear and so unchallenged from any quarter 
whatever. 
agree to pay it, and although he announces 


| himself asan anti-repudiationist his conscience 


is quite easy in rejecting and discarding the 
war debt created by our fathers for our liberty, 


| thus repudiating our fathers’ contract, and at 


the same time claiming credit for requiring our 
children to pay our war debt. 

He is going to repudiate my claim because 
I advocate the repudiation of claims which he 


| himself proves to have originated in fraud and 


extortion and wrong, and without equity or 
any legal consideration whatever. ‘That is 
the sum and substance of the whole dispute 
between the gentleman and myself. If the 
gentleman can make any capital in that way 
let him do so. If he and his friends are in 
truth and in fact and in good faith in favor 
of paying all the debts of the country let them 
vote to pay this note of mine which has been 
steeped in the blood of an ancestry as noble as 
any nation ever claimed onearth. lask him as 


make a record against repudiation to show 
their faith by their works and pay me in gold 
according to the promise on the face of this 


against repudiation with more propriety and 
less shamefacedness. 


FINANCE AND TAXATION, 





Is || man from Ohio [Mr. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. Mr. Speaker, I do not 


believe the resolution read to this House at the 


|| instance of the chairman of the Committee on 


Banking and Currency, at the time the gentle- 
[uncuNn] made his per- 


that in the nature of the repudiation to which || sonal explanation on the 12th instant, as having 


I knew the gentleman would not | 
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ing in a parliamentary sense—has neither logic | 
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been adopted at a meeting held in Merce; 

county, Ohio, which resolution declares for t} 
|, repudiation of the national debt, expresses the 
| true sentiments of any considerable number 
| of the inhabitants of the great State of O} = 
| I cannot believe it. ” 
| I have great faith in the people of Ohi, 
| strengthened by commercial relations with 
'| every part of the State, and I have always four F 

them duly jealous of their own commercia| 
honor and prompt to meet all their busines 
engagements, and I do not believe that th. 
people of that State are any less zealous j, 
upholding the financial honor of the Unite, 
States, notwithstanding the resolution pur. 
porting to have been adopted at a meetin in 
Mercer county. ie 

{ know that it has been and still is the cus. 
tom of our friends on the other side of the 
House to charge upon the Democratic party a 
desire to repudiate the national debt, but the 
charge is false—as false as that other charve 
made on this floor and elsewhere upon every 
occasion, and repeated a day or two since by 
the gentleman from California, [ Mr. Sarceyr, | 
that the Government was not properly gus. 
tained by Democrats in its efforts to reduce 
the rebellion, and that Democrats hesitated 
when their personal services were most needed 
| in the field. 

During the last presidential election the cry 
of repudiation became a battle-cry under which 
| the Kepublicans rallied their successful hosts 
against the Democratic party. It was echoed 
everywhere by their paid orators; it still stares 
at us in all their newspapers, meets us on this 
floor, assails us in conversation, is preached 
at us from the pulpit, and we hear solemn 
prayers sent up to the Maker of us all begging 
that He may interfere to prevent the barbarous 
Democrats from repudiating the national debt! 

Why, Mr. Speaker, the Republican party is 
| full of repudiation to the very brim; so full 
| that it runs over and stains and damages every 
| locality in which that party is raised to power. 
It has repudiated its pledged word time and 





again. It has gone before the country upon 
distinct issues, and after having secured the 
votes of its dupes it has repudiated its solemn 
pledges made in its great party conventions. 
A proposition for open and direct repudiation 
by means of an amendment to a pending bill 
was made on Tuesday last by the great leader 








an anti-repudiator and his allies who desire to || 





note. When they can do that they can speak |! 


| of all the faithful at the other end of the Cap- 
itol. When the act of February 25,1862, made 
Treasury notes a legal tender, that party, then 
in power in the State of New York, proceeded 
at the earliest moment to repudiate the solemn 
pledge of the State, and ordered the interest 
on its bonds to be paid in a depreciated cur- 
rency, notwithstanding the strenuous opposi- 
tion of her Democratic Governor. And | am 
glad to find the following recommendation in 
the annual message of Governor Hoffman, sent 
to a Democratic Legislature convened for the 

| first time since the disgrace was put upon the 

| old Empire State : 

** Interest on the State Debt. 


**T recommend that provision be made for the pay- 
ment incoin, or its equivalent, of the interest on that 
portion of the State debt which was incurred before 
the late war, and of the principal thereof as it ma- 
tures. It was contracted in specie, and the honor and 
good faith of the State forbid that either interest or 

»rincipal should be paid in a depreciated currency. 
‘ailure to pay this interest in gold occurred first in 
1863, and has continued to this time. This failure 
was bad faith and bad policy. The State has forseven 
years been repudiating a portion of its obligations, 
| and [ trust you will take prompt measures to save lt 
_ from further dishonor.” 


And now a large portion of the Republican 
| party has the unblushing effrontery to come 
| before the American people with a proposivion 
| to repudiate the promise of the Government 
| made to the people and to the capitalists as to 
| the kind of money in which agate part of 





the national debt should be pai 

To reduce the subject toa — matter, as 
understood by the mass of people, a contract 
was entered into between the people of this 
country and the capitalists of the world. That 
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ntract specified that those capitalists should 

y into the Treasury of the United States 
‘rain dollars in lawful money; and they did 
‘pay. It specified on behalf of the people 
these capitalists should receive certain 
is as evidence that they had so paid, and 

‘ the face of these bonds it was specified 
t these capitalists should receive interest at 
rate of six per cent. per annum payable in 
| semi-annually, and that has been paid to 
min good faith, But nowhere is there any 
or specification that authorizes or requires 
principal to be paid in coin. 
But now these very conscientious politi- 
wus Who express so much horror at the very 
ntion of repudiation, come forward and 
lare that that contract shall be repudiated! 

‘hey declare that the Government shall not 

“ef p faith; that the Government shall not pay 
:e bondholders according to contract, in the 

.wful money of the United States, but that the 
Government shall repudiate its pledge, shall 
withhold the lawful money and pay the bonds 
in coinonly. Let meask these gentlemen, are 

vere two kinds of lawful money—one kind for 
the capitalist—and another kind for the people? 

[s the lawful money the capitalist pays to the 

eople paper money only, and the lawful money 
he people pay to the capitalist gold money 

nly ? 
In no other way can they make a successful 
lefense against the charge of repudiation. 

Mr. Speaker, I come from a Democratic State; 
the only State north that stood firmly by this 
Union all through the war and up to the pres: 
ent time, and that has at every presidential 
election successfully resisted the overwhelm- 
ing tide of Radicalism and power that swept 
over the country as with a besom of destruc- 
tion, carrying away many of the most sacred 
rights of the States and of the people, drifting 
the scales from the hand of justice and well- 
nigh driving her weeping from the country. 
If the Democratic party as such were in- 
clined toward repudiation it certainly would 
be found in the State of New Jersey; but I 
defy these gentlemen to collect a meeting, 
never so small, in any part of that glorious 


la 


old sovereign State where they can procure 
the adoption of any such resolution as the 


one presented here a few days ago, purporting 
to have been adopted in Ohio, favoring the 
repudiation of the national debt. 

New Jersey is sacred soil, and from the days 
when Washington’s army recrossed the Del- 
aware, leaving the blood of liberty in every 
foot-print across the State from ‘l'renton to 
Morristown, it has been known as conserva 


tive, executing the laws without partiality or | 


party prejudice, and believing solemnly in the 
binding character of all contracts, whether on 
the part of individuals or of the Government; 


and the people of New Jersey believe it to be | 


the duty of the Government to pay the five- 
wenty bonds in the lawful money of the Uni- 
ted States according to law and justice. 

But there were details in the contract. These 
bonds were made redeemable in five years or 
payable in twenty years; that is to say, the 
Government reserved to itself the option of 


redeeming them in five years if it should desire | 


to do so, but bound itself to pay them in twenty 
years. So far the Government has not taken 
advantage of the option, but has coutented 
itself with selling its surplus gold, purchasing 
the amount of bonds authorized to be purchased 
for the sinking fund, and speculating in bonds 
with the balance of the proceeds from the sales 
of gold, amounting to about sixty-five millions 
in the last ten months. I say speculating, 
because the Secretary of the Treasury has 
without authority of law purchased these 
$65,000,000 in bonds at a premium which he 
acknowledges to have been an average of 
seventeen per cent. up to the Ist of Decem- 
ber last, being a loss to the Government of 
$11,000,000, or about the same amount in cur- 
rency that Mr. Seward paid for the icebergs, 


uncaught seals, and pauper Indians of Alaska. | 
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The very fact of his entering the marketas a 
speculator in bonds carried up the price most 
feartully, tor the Government is a tremendous 
bull in Wall street when it undertakes to be; 
and we shall all be fortunate if in tossing about 
the Government finances they are not allowed 
to fallat lastand be torn by the bears, with whom 
the bulls are often on very friendly terms. 

These bonds, we are told, have been pur- 
chased ‘‘ subject to the future action of Con- 
gress ;’’ and pray what can that future action 
be? They are paraded in our debt statements 
as a reduction of the national debt! Is the 
debtreduced? Have the bonds been destroyed 1 
Has the Secretary power and dare he destroy 
them, so as to make a real reduction of the 
debt ? 

The Secretary has so far without authority 
purchased at the rate of $1,170 for a thousand- 
dollar bond, and it appears to me there is a 
great want of sincerity on the part of public 
men in regard to it. 

I’ew will pretend that there was any provis- 
ion in the law or in the five-twenty bonds 
themselves that required payment to be made 
in gold ; and yet when the charge of repudiation 
is made against those who openly declare for 
the payment of those bonds according to law 
great numbers of timid public men are fright- 
ened by the outery raised by the bankers, 
brokers, and bondholders, and against their 
own better judgment have allowed themselves 
to declare that the bonds ‘‘ ought to be paid in 
coin.’’ In conversation with a prominent 
banker this was all he claimed. He did not 
claim that the Government had bound itself to 
so pay, but that such representations had been 
made at the time of the negotiation of the loan 
that capitalists supposed they were getting 
bonds payable in coin. Now, it is possible 
that he and others like him may have so under- 
stood in some cases, but that would n 
the Government, not even morally, 
good these false representations. 
member well when that 
markei it was not believed possible that the 
Government would desire to take advantage of 
its option to redeem in five years, and i 
believed that lawful money, or Treasury notes 
and gold, would meet in value dollar for dollar 
before the expiration of the twenty years, W hen 
the bonds would mature ; so that the real ques- 
tion was but seldom raised in this country, and 
our people seized upon them as a safe invest- 
ment and hiding-place where capital could 
escape from its due share of State and local 
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About one third of that loan is supposed to 
be held abroad; and it is this foreign debt that 
is the real excuse for any attempt to make the 
bonds payable in coin, the plea being that the 
foreign bankers and capitalists had taken the 
bonds under the impression that they were so 
payable, and that in order to maintain and 
strengthen our credit abroad they should be 
paid in coin. 

Mr. Speaker, I have great respect for the 
prudence and foresight of foreign bankers and 
capitalists because of the patience aud care 
with which they investigate all loans presented 
before they invest. You could not negotiate a 
loan in Europe, and more especially Germany, 
where a large part of this loan is held, not even 
for the funding of a State debt or the comple- 
tion ofa canal—the two most legitimate objects 
for which loans had theretofore been offered to 


them—without submitting all your papers in the 


case to the most searching commercial and 
legal investigation; and I do not believe they 
have taken six or seven hundred millions of 
the five-twenty loan without a full investigation 
of the law and authority under which it was 
made and a very thorough legal examination 
of all the points likely ever to arise between 
themselves as bondholders and tht Govern- 
ment of the United States. They took into con- 
sideration the option of time and the payment 
in lawful money, and concluded that while they 
could purchase the bonds at about sixty-five 


891 


cents on the dollar they could afford to run 
all the risk of the prosperity of the United 
States Government, involving its ability to pay 
promptly and of the future value of its lawtul 
money. 

lhe Government has prospered; that is to 
say, the people have paid their 2normous taxes 
and there is found to be a surplus in the Trea 
ury; and the Secretary thinks itis beginning | 
appear probable that the whole debt could now 
be funded ia thirty-year bonds at four or four 
and a half per cent. interest, principal and 
interest payable in gold at the money centers 
of the world. Lhis state of things has aroused 
the bondholders in this country to a new appre 
ciation of their position. If the Government 
should make a successful attempt to negotiate 
a new loan at a lower rate of interest the five 
twenty loan would have to be retired, and that 
could only be accomplished by taking the option 
that was reserved in the bonds and redeeming 
them after five years in lawful money. 

W hen the proposition was first made that the 
Government should retire the $300,000,000 of 
five-twenties now deposited to secure the na- 
tional bank circulation, which would have the 
effect of saving $18,000,000 gold interest per 
annum and give the people greenbacks instead 
of national bank notes for common use, there 
was a general cry of indignation from the banks, 
in which the other native bondholders joined. 

But when the discussion went furtherand sug 
gested the possibility of the whole five-twenty 
loan being retired; of the Government taking 
its option, these bondholders became furious 
and cried ‘‘repudiation! repudiation! ’’ and 
tender-footed public men were greatly agitated, 
so much so that upon the advent of this Admin- 
istration they hastened to place themselves on 
record against repudiation. And how did they 


do it? Did they do it in good faith? By no 
means. But with that extraordinary insincet 
ity to which | have before alluded they hast 


cned to pass, and did pass, fourteen days al 
this Administration came into power, an act e: 
titled ‘‘Anact to strengthen the public er 
approved March 18, 1869, as follows: 


_ teneact 


fines ol the 


thy the Nenateand House of Repre genict 
United States of America in Congress assem 
bled, That in orderto remove any doubt as to the 
purpose of the Government to discharge all j 
obligations to the public creditors, and to settle « 
flicting questions and interpretations of th« 


virtue of which such obligations have been ¢ 
tracted, itis he eby provided and declared that the 
faith of the United States is solemnly pledged to the 


payment in coin or its 
tions of the Unit 
as United Stated notes, 


equivalent of all the ol 
i States not 


- 


earing interest, KI 
and of all the interest-beas 
ing obligations of the United States, except 
where the law authorizing the issue of any such ob! 
gation has expressly provided that the same may b 
paid in lawful money, or other currency than 1 
andsilver. But none of said interest-bearing obli 
already due shall be redeemed or paid 
efore maturity unl at such time United States 
notes shall be convertible into coin at the option of 
the holder, or unless at such time bonds of the Uni 


Zac.lol not 


ted States bearing a lower rate of interest than the 


bonds to be redeemed can be sold at par in coin. 

And the United States also solemnly pledges its faith 

to make provision at the earliest practicable period 

for the redemption of the United States n 
| coin, 


Les ih 


ment in this House not long since was called 
a soothing-sirup resolution. i 

act was intended to bea soothing-sirup act, but 
it was not even that; it was an imitation and a 
fraud, and the member who introduced it ought 
to have been prosecuted for a violation of the 
trade-mark upon the genuine article. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the pretext for the pa 
sage of this act was that the ery of repuci 
tion in which they themselves had joined 
weakened the public credit, and that it had 
become necessary for the Government 
clare itself and for Congress to declare 
world in plain language, without ambiguit 
equivoration, or concealment, in what kind of 
money the five-twenty bonds, being tue b 
of the publie debt, are really pay 


] A resolution passed under a state of excite- 
| 


t 
to th 


payable by law. 
They eased their tender consciences and hum 
| bugged thousands of unthinking people by that 


act. Sir, the American people are prone & 


Mr. Speaker, this 


) 








humbug; they like it, they long for it, and if 
they cannot persuade, force, or frighten the 
Congress of the United States into hambugging 
them they will even do it for themselves, 

Let us see what the act says about those 
bonds. The first part of the act is introductory 
and should have been put in the form of a pre- 
amble; it then proceeds to enact that ‘‘ the 
faith of the United States is solemnly pledged 
to the payment in coin or its equivalent of all 
the obligations of the United States not bear- 
ing interest, known as United States notes, and 
of ail the interest-bearing obligations of the 
(/nited States, except in cases where the law 


authorizing the issue of any such obligations | 


has expressly provided that the same may be || 


paid in lawful money, or other currency than 
gold or silver.”’ 


Is there anything in the laws that expressly || 


provides for the payment of the five-twenty 
bonds in lawful money as distinguished from 
coin ? 

Fhe act of February 25, 1862, the first law 
authorizing the issue of five-twenties, also 
authorizes the issue of $150,000,000 of Treas- 
ury notes and makes them legal tenders, in 
these words: 

“And euch notes herein authorized shall be receiv- 
ablein payment of all taxes, internal duties, excises, 
debts, and demands of every kind due to the United 
htates, except duties on imports, and of all claims 
ind demands against the United States of every kind 
whatsoever, except for interest upon bonds and 
notes, which shall be paid in coin, and shall also be 
lawful money and a legal tender in payment of all 
debts, public and private, within the United States, 
excopt duties on imports and interest ae aforesaid.” 

This act authorizes the issue of $500,000,000 
of the five-twenties, and clearly this ‘lawful 
money and a legal tender’ is the kind of 
money in which the bonds are payable; there 
is no other provision made for their payment, 
while the interest is specially provided tor. It 
is further made clear by the fifth section of 
the act, which says: 

“Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all duties 
on imported goods shall be paid in coin, or in notes 
payable on demand heretofore authorized to be 
msued and by law receivable in payment of public 
dues; and the ¢oin so paid shall be set apart as a 
special fund and shall be applied as follows: 

* Ltret. To the payment in coin of the interest on 
ihe bonds and notes of the United States. 

‘Second. To the purchase or payment of one per 
cent. of the entire debt of the United States, to be 
made within cach fiscal year after the Ist day of July 
1862, which is to be set apart as a sinking fund, an 
the interest of which shall in like manner be applied 
to the purchase or payment of the public debt as the 
Geeeeaney of the Treasury shall from time to time 

irect. 

* Third. The residue thereof to be paid into the 
Treasury of the United States.” 

This act did not satisfy the public. It was 
a bold innovation upon the fixed notions of the 
people on the subject of finance. It was the 
first legal-tender act; the first act that made 
a clear distinction between two kinds of money 
and described the distinct uses for each; and 
it was the first act containing that provision, 
now se odious to the people in all the States, 
treeing the bonds from taxation ‘* by and under 
State authority.’’ But we are not left even 
with the faintest shadow of a doubt. The 
act of March 3, 1863, authorizes a loan of 
*900,000,000 of coupon or registered bonds, 
payable, to use the words of the act, ‘‘ not less 
than ten nor more than forty years from date, 
in coin,’’ thus making a positive distinction 
between these ten-forties and the five-twenties 
of the act of February 25, 1862. 

_ The Secretary of the Treasury took into con- 
sideration the difference and thought to float a 
loaa payable in coin at a less rate of inter- 
est, and issued the ten-forty bonds, bearing 
hat four per cent. interest instead of six, but 
the issue was less than $200,000,000, and just 
two years afterward, March 8, 1865, another 
act was passed authorizing a further loan of 
$600,000,000, in which discretion was given 
to the Secretary of the ‘Treasury as to time 
and rate of interest, and in the words of the 
act ‘the principal or interest, or both, may 
lie made payable in coin or in other lawfal 
money,’’ and the Secretary exercised his dis- 


| 
| 


| 


cretion and issued more of the five-twenties, 


'! 
| 


payable in lawful money, but the interest was | 


made payable in coin as before. 

Ido not know the plans and purposes of 
the Secretary of the Treasury except so far as 
he has disclosed them to the public, but it is 
evident that he is anxious to distinguish his 

| administration by some bold act, by some great 
achievement, and he has taken for his hobby the 
funding of the national debt at a lower rate of 


interest, and, as a condition-precedent to such | 
an attempt he deems it necessary thatan impres- | 


sion should be produced at home and abroad 


that he is able to pay the debt rapidly, and | 


that he has actually commenced the work and 


But he does not content him- 
self with efforts to convince or mold the public 
mind and prepare it for the proposed change 
by persuasion; he threatens. In alecture de- 
| livered on the 10th instant at Lincoln Hall, in 
| this city, he stated that— 


| “Nothing but the menace of payment will induce 
| the holders of six percent. bonds to surrender them 
| and accept a bond bearing a lower rate of interest.’’ 
| What does he mean by that menace? Does 
; he mean that if he cannot negotiate his bonds 

bearing a lower rate of interest he desires to 
| take advantage of the option reserved in the 
| five-twenties and pay them off? I know of 


|| nothing in his financial course to warrant such 





| 
| 
} 
| 
1} 


| a conclusion; but I believe that that threat was 
| made only as afeeler, inthe same manner and 
| for the same purpose as that statement that 
| appeared in the Washington Chronicle a few 
| days ago, to the effect that German bankers 
| were here offering to take $200,000,000 of 
| four and a half per cent. bonds, to see what 
the people and press of the country would 
_say. Neither the threat nor the statement in 
the Chronicle was sincere. The Secretary tells 
| us that the present enormous taxation must 
continue in order that his hobby may carry 
him safely. To use his own words in the 
lecture alluded to, ‘‘ Our power to place a new 
loan at a reduced rate of interest is, in my 
judgment, wholly dependent upon the magni- 
tude of our surplus revenues.”’ 

This is a most deceptive proposition, but it 
is probable that the Secretary is himself de- 
ceived. He forgets that all taxes are a forced 
tribute to the taxing power, and that it is possi- 
ble to tax a people till they cannot longer bear 
the burden he would place upon them. He 
counts the people able simply because they 
do pay the tax; he counts his neighbor a man 
of wealth able to pay large outstanding debts 
simply because his family expenses are ex- 
treme, forgetting that those very expenses use 
up the estate, and prevent the payment of his 
paper at maturity without great distress. Like 
the boy in the old story of childhood, his im- 

atience to reach the hidden wealth would lead 

im to destroy the goose that lays the golden 
egg. He would tax the people in order to show 
the ‘‘ magnitude of our surplus revenues,’’ till 
they could no longer pay the tax; and as ex- 
tremes are apt to meet, I believe he would 
kindle a fire within his own partys—a party that 
maintains itself and thrives upon the violation 
of law, that would ultimately extend at least 
to partial repudiation and a violent reduction 
of thetaxes. For I believe that if ever the idea 
of repudiation is accepted by any considerable 
number of the American people it will be 
found to be in the Republican party in the 
western States, and the Democratic party will 
then, as now and always, be canek upon by 
Government as a check and a dependence in 
its hourof need. But the question of the kind 
of money in which to pay the public debt can- 
not be settled by any declaratory act of the 
Forty-First Congress. There are people to come 
after us, and among whom I trust wiser coun- 
sels will prevail, a different atmosphere will 





surround them, and a strict obedience to law 


and a just appreciation of the great responsi- 


bilities in providing for the future of this coun- | 
try will characterize their acts. 


has made rapid and successful progress in the | 
|| herculean task. 





| 
| 
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|| restricted trade and diminished values - 
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The position of the Secretary of the Treasury 
is extreme ; it is harsh ; it is uncalled for by mid 
of the exigencies of the Government: ji will 
not succeed in accomplishing the end he (.. 
sires; it will lead to commercial ruin: and 
destroy the ability of the people to pay. The 
ruinous effects of this extreme taxation a 
already felt far and wide in the country. [j,, 
terrible state of trade in 1867-68 it was believe | 


| was caused by a transition not yet completed 


from a state of war and over-trading, with jt, 
inflated values, toa state of peace with a mor. 
was hoped, and in fact widely proclaimed - 
the Republican party—and to this may in part 
be attributed its present success—that there 
would be an honest collection of the revenyes 
an economical administration of the Govern. 
ment, an equalization and a large reduction 
of the taxes, and a modification of the tari 
meet the necessities of a suffering peo 
ple. 

From a wide acquaintance in commercial 
circles I am of the opinion that the total gains 
in trade for the year 1867 were but very slight, 
and that for the year 1868 the classes of trade 
in which there have been gains enough to cover 
the necessary family expenses of the trades. 
men have been fortunate; and if we ‘except 
the southern States, I believe the actual trading 
capital of the country has been to a limited 
extent really diminished during the year 1869. 
I am not discouraged by this state of things. 
We can understand the cause and by a wiser 
legislation apply the remedy. 

The Secretary of the Treasury says, raise 
up the taxes, lift them up mountain high, and 
do not reduee the ‘‘ magnitude of our surplus 
revenues,’’ but reduce the debt with unheard 
of speed. Does he know what it means to 
reduce the debt rapidly? It means to bind upon 
ourselves and upon the generation after us 
burdens that no people can quietly bear; it 
means that capital shall rest in the lap of lux- 
ury while suffering and hunger pervade the 
tenement of the poor. But we must not take 
the advice of the Secretary ; we must take the 
opposite course ; we must open wide the door 
for banking facilities ; there must be no more 
monopoly or partiality ; we must remove thc 
tax from State bank notes, retire the national 
bank circulation, and substitute greenbacks ; 
set free the $75,000,000 of reserves now locked 
up and useless to the country; abolish the 
income tax, stop the forced reduction of the 
public debt, cut down the appropriations to 
thes mallest practicable point, reduce the ex- 
penses and simplify the machinery of Gov- 
ernment, reduce the Army to a proper peace 
footing, reduce the taxes $100,000,000 for the 
coming year, and throw a little more manly 
sincerity into the legislation of the country. 

By this course we shall inspire confidence at 
home and abroad in the value of our securities 
and the stability of our finances. A voluntary 
funding of the debt at a lower rate of interest, 
now impossible, would become comparatively 
easy, and our Secretary of the Treasury would 
be spared the humiliation of ever again being 
called upon to acknowledge that the deprecia 
tion of the currency was due, in his own words, 
“to a want of faith in the Government.’ The 
shade of gloom that settles year by year darker 
and deeper over usall will quietly pass away, and 

rosperity, like the sunshine of heaven that 
bestows its blessings upon all alike, willagain be 
ours. The country will start into new life, and 
we shall ourselves be surprised at the matchless 
energies, marvelous genius, and varied indus: 
tries of our people, and other nations will be 
amazed at our progress in all the arts of peace 
as they were at our skill in war,and at the 
elevated standard of civilization and the unt 
versal happiness in the great Republic. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
(at four o’clock and thirty-five minutes p. m.) 
adjourned. 


1870. 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
oder the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
mmittees: 

By Mr. ALLISON: The petition of H. W. 
Waterburg and 35 others, citizens of Fayette 
and vicinity, Iowa, praying Congress to abol- 
‘sh the franking privilege. 

" Also, the petition of M. W. Oathout and 93 
others, citizens of Clayton county, Iowa, pray- 
ng Congress to abolish the franking privilege. 
‘By Mr. ASPER: The petition of F. P. 
Houser, postmaster of Grantcity, Worth county, 
\issouri, asking the abolition of the franking 
prinlege. : , » 

* Also, the petition of George Weber, post- 
master, and 52 others, citizens of Forest city, 
\issouri, asking the abolition of the franking 
nrivilege. 

* Also, the petition of I’. A. Thompson, post- 
master, and 44 others, citizens of Phelps city, 
\issouri, asking the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. BEAMAN: The petition of J. H. 
Armstrong and others, of Nankin, Michigan, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Charles Chandler and 
others, of Clinton, Michigan, to the same effect. 

Also, the petition of J. P. Raymond and 
others, of Clayton, Michigan, to the same effect. 

Also, the petition of George A. Hicks and 
others, of Ransom, Michigan, to the same effect. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Cressey, of 
Michigan, for pension. 

Also, the petition of Edward Simonds and 


A 


others, of Northville, Michigan, for the aboli- 


tion of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Turk and others, 
to the same effect. 

Also, the petition of EK. Farnsworth and 
thers, of Pittsford, Michigan, to the same 
effect. 

Also, the petition of H. Wakely and others, 
of Michigan, to the same effect. 

Also, the memorial of the Detroit Manufac- 
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town, and Freeburg, Illinois, praying for the | 
abolition of the franking privilege, and for the 
prepayment of postage on all printed matter. 

sy Mr. KERR: The memorial of John 
Lancaster, Michael Daily, and 60 others, citi- 
zens of Clark county, Indiana, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of George W. Potter, 


| John Zulauff, and 105 others, citizens of Jef- 


fersonville, Indiana, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 


By Mr. McCARTHY: The petition of Peter | 


| R. Tonner and 88 others, citizens of Blodget 


Mills, New York, praying Congress to abolish 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of St. 
George L. Mallony, company C, sixth Tennes- 


| see volunteers, praying for an increase of pay. 


By Mr. MOORE, of Ohio: The petition of 


| R. A. Tulton and 67 others, of New England, 


| privilege. 


turers’ Association, asking legislation on the | 


industrial and financial questions referred to 
in certain resolutions of said association. 

Also, the petition of James Innes and others, 
of Perrinsville, Michigan, for abolition of the 
{ranking privilege. 

By Mr. BENJAMIN: A large number of 
petitions from the eighth district of Missouri, 
tor the abolition of the franking privilege. 


By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 


reetown, Massachusetts, praying for the abo- 
ition of the franking privilege. 


I 
] 


Also, the memorial of George F. Hatch and 


41 others, citizens of Kast Pembroke, Massa- 
chusetts, praying for the same. 

Also, the memorial of H. L. Adams and 41 
others, citizens of Kingston, Massachusetts, 
praying for the same. 

Also, the memorial of Seth B. Chase and 35 


others, citizens of Chilmark, Massachusetts, | 


praying for the same. 


By Mr. BURCHARD : Petitions of citizens | 


of Fulton, Elizabeth, and Fair Haven, Illinois, 
forthe abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. CAKE: A petition for the abolition 
of the franking privilege, signed by citizens of 


Mahanoy city, Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania. | 


Also, a petition for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege, signed by citizens of Cressona, 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania. 


By Mr. CESSNA: A petition of citizens | 


of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
protection to American industry, and remon- 
atrating against the policy of Commissioner 
Yells. 


Also, a petition for the abolition of the frank- | 


ing privilege. 

By Mr.COX: The petition of John C. Hop- 
per and other merchants of New York city, as 
to the tariff on liquors. 

_By Mr. HAY: Petitions of citizens of 
Sparta, Coulterville, New Athens, Steelemill- 


david C. Thrasher and 25 others, citizens of | 


| franking privilege. 


| others, citizens of Long Bottom, Meigs county, 
| Ohio, for the abolition of the franking privi- 


Athens county, Ohio, for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Conrad Bohl and 73 | 
others, citizens of Waterford, Washington 
county, Ohio, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

Also, the petition of John Hobson and 
132 others, citizens of Plymouth, Washington || 
county, Ohio, for the abolition of the franking || 


Also, the petition of W. Athey and 56 others, 
citizens of Bonn, Washington county, Ohio, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of H. F. Middleswart and | 
80 others, citizens of Lower Newport, Wash- 
ington county. Ohio, for the abolition of the 


Also, the petition of J. M. Swaim and 43 | 
others, citizens of Selina, Athens county, Ohio, | 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of D. S. Hannum and 43 


lege. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of How- 
ard Crooke and a large number of others, citi- 
zens of Daviess and Martin counties, in the 


| State of Indiana, praying the establishment of || 


| a mail route from Loogootee, via Raglesville, 


| B. Wick and 5 others, manufacturers of cotton 








to Clark’s Prairie, in that State. 
By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Caleb } 


ties, of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying Congress for | 
a more equitable adjustment of the tariff duties | 
on cotton ties. | 

Also, a petition and memorial of the Ladies’ || 
Seamen’s Friend Society of San Francisco, 
California, praying Congress for legislation for 
the better protection of seamen. 

Also, the petition of Samuel M. Nutt and 
69 others, citizens of Euphemia, Ohio, praying 
Congress to abolish the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Ephraim Kibbey and 
22 others, citizens of Hopkinsville, Ohio, | 


| praying Congress to abolish the franking priv- 
| ilege. 


Also, the petition of John McMechan and || 
112 others, citizens of Dorrtown, Ohio, pray- || 
ing Congress to abolish the franking privilege. | 

Also, the petition of Jonathan Davisson and 
40 others, citizens of West Manchester, Ohio, 
praying Congress to abolish the franking priv- | 
ilege. 

Also, the petition of Ebenezer Ferris and 
14 others, citizens of East Sycamore, Ohio, | 
praying Congress to abolish the franking priv- 
ilege. 
By Mr. SHANKS: The petition of Dr. D. 
S. Skinner and 63 other persons, of Salimonia 
post office, Jay county, Indiana, asking the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of General N. Stone and 
70 other persons, of Winchester, Indiana, ask- | 
ing the repeal of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. UPSON: ‘The petition of George C. 
Upson and 142 others, citizens of Cuyahoga 
Falls, Ohio, for the abolition of the franking | 


privilege. 


Also, the petition of Alfred Baldwin and |! 


| session the Senate adjourned.’’ 


SN — ~ ~ - 


821 others, citizens of Akron, Ohio, on the 
same subject. 

Also, the So of John Hill and 48 others, 
citizens of Western Star, Ohio, on the 
subject. 

Also, the petition of John ). Miller and 41 
others, citizens of Franklin township, Ohio, on 
the same subject. 

By Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts: 
The petitions of S. Williston and 100 others, of 
East Hampton ; James M. Ford and 30 others, 
of Rowe; A. Bowen and 50 others, of Shelburne 
Falls, and William S. Shipman and 50 others, 


samne 


| of Hadley, in the State of Massachusetts, pray 


ing the total abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WELKER: The petition of George 
Hites and 6 others, soldiers of the war of 1812, 
asking that a pension be granted to the soldiers 
of that war. 

By Mr. WOODWARD: The petition of citi- 
zens of Birchardville, Susquehanna county, 
Pennsylvania, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 

IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 31, 1870. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
MAN, D. D. 

The Journal of Friday last was read and 
approved. 

CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. POMEROY. I notice in the reading of 
the Journal, and I have noticed it two or three 
times lately, that it says ‘*‘ After an executive 
It should say 
‘¢ After an executive session, the doors being 
opened, the Senate adjourned ;’’ because if we 
adjourn in executive session we must meet in 
executive session when we come together again. 
We cannot adjourn in executive session and 


| meet in open session. The record should read, 


‘* After executive session, the doors being 
opened, the Senate adjourned.’’ 


The VICK PRESIDENT. The Secretary 


| will take notice of the suggestion of the Senator 


from Kansas. 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1000) providing for the 
election ofa Superintendent of Public Printing 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 


Senate a letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury, transmitting the draft of a bill for the re- 


| organization of the marine hospital service ; 


which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from 
the Commissioner of Patents, transmitting, in 
compliance with law, his annual report for the 
year ending December 31, 1869; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents, and 
ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a memo- 
rial of the Legislature of the State of Wisconsin, 
asking for the improvement of the Wisconsin 
and Fox rivers; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Missouri, asking for 
bounties and pensions to enrolled Missouri 
militia the same as United States soldiers; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs. 

He also presented a memorial of the city 
council of Central City, in the Territory of 
Colorado, asking the passage of a bill intro- 
duced in the House of Repccsentatives by Hon. 
Allen A. Bradford, on the 22d day of March 
A. D. 1869, entitled ‘‘ A bill forthe relief of the 
inhabitants of the cities of Black Hawk and 
Central City and the town of Georgetown, in 
the Territory of Colorado ;’’ which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 
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Mr. CONKLING. I present the proceed- 
ings of the Board of ‘Trade of the city of Al- 


bany, New York, in reference to the erection | 


of a public building in that city ; and as several 
petitions on this subject have been transferred 
from the Committee on Appropriations to the 
Committee on Public suildings and Grounds 
I move the reference of these proceedings to 
the latter committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CONKLING. I present also a large 
number of petitions of citizens of the State of 
New York, from Palmyra, New York; Mont- 
gomery, New York; Bethel, Sullivan county, 
New York; Gravesville, New York; Nassau, 
New York; West Vienna, New York; Stark 
and South Schodack, Rensselaer county—all 
asking the abolition of an evil practice con- 
nected with the mails, and all expressing a 
great desire that the bill which we have re- 


ceived from the House should pass this body | 


promptly, At least that is the effect, if not 
the tenor, of the petitions. 
be referred to the Committee on Post Oflices 
and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON presented the petition of Jos. 
‘Boone, of Texas, praying for the removal of 
his political disabilities; which was referred 


to the select Committee on the Removal of | 


Political Disabilities. 


Ile also presented four petitions of citizens | 


of Massachusetts, praying for the abolition of 
the franking: privilege; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have received a large 
bundle of petitions, containing the signatures 
of some five thousand persons in the city of 
Chicago, praying for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege; and in presenting them to the 


state they come in an envelope addressed to 
myself which is marked with an excess of 
) ostage of $3 72. Idonotexactly know from | 
whom it is to be collected ; whether I am to | 
pay it or whether it is to be got out of some | 


other fund. I move the reterence of these || 


petitions to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 

‘he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL also presented a memorial 
of the Cayuga Chief Manufacturing Company 
of Mowers and Reapers, praying for a reduc- 


I move that they || 


"W 


are ten names, and six of them are of the Fol- 
ger family. 1 move that these petitions be 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
| Post Roads. 
|| The motion was agreed to. 


| Mr. SUMNER. I present a petition of cit- 
|| izens of Kansas, asking for the appointment 
|| of land commissioners, to be composed of 

| well-known, disinterested friends of the freed 

| people,with authority to appoint agents whose 
| duty it shall be to codperate with individuals 
| and associations among the hitherto enslaved 
| for the selection and purchase of eligible 
| lands for homesteads. In presenting this peti- 
| tion I desire to 7 that from the beginning I 
} 
} 
| 


have considered that one essential part of re- 
|| construction was a piece of land for the freed- 
| men, and I hope that it is not too late to 
|| accomplish that result. Iask the reference 
_of this petition to the Committee on Public 


Lands. 
It was so referred. 


Mr. SUMNER. [I also present the petition 
| of Robert Webster, of Augusta, Georgia, for- 
_merly a slave, in which he sets forth at length, 
with econmarnees papers, the loss of some 


} ten thousand dollars or more of his property 


that was taken by the Army under General 
Sherman; and he asks compensation therefor. 


accompanying papers to the Committee on 
Claims. 

‘|| ‘The motion was agreed to. 

'| Mr. ANTHONY. I present the petition of 
|| Ames D. Smith & Co. and others, setting forth 
that by reason of the increase of population 
and the commerce of the city of Providence 
and the facilities of internal communication 
which render it the entrepét of many portions 
of the neighboring States, the navigation there 


\ n€ || has largely increased, and that it is very much 
Senate and asking that they be referred I will | oes , 


impeded by a rock called ‘‘ Bulk Head Rock,”’ 
situated in the channel between Field and Sabin 
points, and asking an appropriation to blast 
that rock and establish permanent lights at 
Sassafras, Field, and Sabin points, and at 
‘*Great Bed,’’ so called. In commending this 
petition to the favorable consideration of the 
Committee on Commerce, to which I ask its 
reference, I desire to state that the facts are 
| within my knowledge, and that the demand is 
| very pressing. 

The petition was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 





tion of the duty on imported steel; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I present three several 
petitions, just arrived from Oregon, asking for 
the abolition of the franking privilege; one 
from Ashland Mills, one from Jackson county, 
and one from Roseburg. I move their refer- 
ence to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, presented peti- 
tions of citizens of Wells river, Vermont; Hart- 
ford, Windsor county, Vermont; West Roch- 
ester, Vermont; Quechee, Vermont; Claren- | 
don Springs, Rutland county, Vermont; Saint 
Johnsborough, Vermont; East Gaysville, Ver- 
mont; Bradford Center, Vermont; and West 
Marlborough, asking for the abolition of the 
franking privilege ; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS. I present three petitions from 
different points in the State of Kentucky, pray- 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege. 
I will observe to the friends of that privilege 
that they had better ‘hang out their banners 
on the outer walls, for the ery is, still they 
come.’’ I ask that they be referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. || 

They were so referred. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I present numerous 
vetitions from citizens of South Carolina, pray- 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege. 
One petition in particular is from the Folger 
family, of Pickens county. On that petition 





Mr. CHANDLER. I presenta large num- 
ber of memorials from citizens of Michigan, 
praying for the abolition of the franking privi- 
ege, and I likewise have in my hand several 
letters from highly respectable gentlemen there 

to the same purport, one of whom says: ‘‘I 
| believe that ninety-nine out of every one han- 
dred persons iu the country would vote for the 
abolition of this privilege if they could have 
the opportunity.”’ 

Now, Mr. President, I am in favor of the 
repeal of this miscalled privilege for the reason 
| that it is a nuisance, and if these petitioners 
| would pray ‘‘for the abolition of the franking 
nuisance’’ I think it would be more appropri- 
'ate. I have been for years in favor of its 
' repeal, and I now call upon my friend from 
| Minnesota [ Mr. Ramsey] to report a bill that 
will enable us to abate this franking nuisance, 
and do it at an early day, for Iam anxious to 
'vote for its repeal as a nuisance, not as a 
| privilege. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The Senator had an oppor- 
tunity to vote upon it the other day when the 
Vice President laid the House bill on the sub- 
ject before the Senate. I did not observe that 
he did so. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The petitions will 
be referred to the Committee on Post Offices 





| and Post Roads. 


Mr. HOWELL. I present a memorial of 


the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, in 
favor of what is the unanimous sentiment of 
that State, the abolition of the franking priv- 
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{ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1 move the reference of this petition and the | 


January 31, 


ilege. I ask that it be printed and refe 
to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Roads. 


It was so ordered. 


Mr. CORBETT. I desire to present a yo. 
morial of citizens and merchants of Boston w'! 
are interested in the mercantile service ae. 
who set forth that any action of Congress thq: 
shall tend to lower the standard of the Nay, 
must necessarily react upon the marine seryjec. 
and therefore they ask Congress to act wit), 
extreme caution in taking any such step, | 
move the reference of this memorial to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. ; 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CORBETT. IL also present a memoria! 
of citizens of Albany, New York, on the same 
subject; which I ask to have referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

It was so ordered. 


Mr. CONKLING. I presentthe petition of 
John H. Chedell, president of the Southery 
Central Railroad Company of New York, ask. 
ing that the import duty on iron rails be reduced 
to one half cent per pound and the duty on 
steel rails to three fourths of a cent a pound, 
and that there be no increase of duty upon 
other varieties of iron and steel used in the 
construction and maintenance of railways. | 
move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. COLE presented a memorial ofthe mayor 
and the board of supervisors of the city and 
county of San Francisco, California, praying 
that the lines of a certain reserve within the 
corporate limits of the city of San Francisco 
may be so changed that the western line of Van 
Ness avenue shall form its eastern boundary 
and so much of said reserve as lies east of that 
line may be relinquished to said city and county, 
subject to the provisions of the ordinance ty 
quiet land titles in the city of San Francisco ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

He also presented two petitions of citizens 
of Petaluma, California, and a petition from 
citizens of Lexington, Santa Clara county, 
California, asking for the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege ; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. Eliza- 
beth G. Potts, of California, praying to be 
allowed a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PATTERSON presented several peti- 
tions of citizens of New Hampshire, praying 
for the abolition of the franking privilege; 
which were referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr.SAWYER. I present three petitions of 
citizens of South Carolina, praying for the abo- 
lition of the franking privilege, one of which is 
forwarded to me, as the person who writes in 
reference to it says, ‘by order of the Post- 
master General ;’’ another is forwarded with 
the assertion that he could have got one hun- 
dred more names if he had had blanks enough. 
I move their reference to the Committee ov 
Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. OSBORN presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Welaker, Putnam county, Florida, 
raying for the abolition of the franking privi- 
ege; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. ; 

Mr. ABBOTT presented several petitions of 
citizens of North Carolina, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege ; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. ; 

Mr. SCHURZ presented several petitions of 
citizens of Missouri, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege ; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. ‘sh 

Mr. HAMILTON presented two petitions of 
citizens of Maryland, praying for the abolition 
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Mr. HAMILTON also presented the petition 
¢ Lydia E. Carhart, praying for an extension 
‘the patent granted to her husband, Jeremiah 
Carhart, August 18, 1857, for certain valuable 
provements in reed musical instruments ; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 

Mr. WILLEY presented the petition of J. 
p. Bowen, of Winchester, Virginia, praying 
fr the removal of his political disabilities ; 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented several petitions of citi- 
zens of West Virginia, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege ; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. STOCKTON presented two petitions of 
citizens of New Jersey, praying for the aboli- 
ion of the franking privilege; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, presented several 
petitions of citizens of Maine, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege ; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. PRATT presented several petitions of 
citizens of Indiana, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. PRATT. Lalso present a petition of 
citizens of Porter and Lake counties, in the 
State of Indiana, who pray that a law may be 
passed for the survey and sale of the body of 
land known as the ‘‘ impassable morass,’’ 
along the valley of the Little Calumet river, in 
said counties. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. LEWIS presented eleven petitions of 
citizens of the State of Virginia, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. McCREERY presented six petitions of 
citizens of Kentucky, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented a petition of citi- 
zeus of Rhode Island, praying for the enact- 


ment of a law conferring on staff officers of the | 


Navy such relative rank and privileges as will 
not impair the efficiency of the service; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I present with great 
pleasure the resolutions of the General As- 
sembly of the State of Ohio, ratifying the pro- 
posed fifteenth amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States, and I will ask that they 
be read and printed. My colleague is not 
present, but it will be remembered that in the 
early part of this session I stated to the Senate 
that in my judgment the present General As- 
sembly of Ohio would ratify the fifteenth 
amendment. He disagreed with me. I am 
glad, indeed, that they have done it, and I be- 
lieve it is in accordance with the sentiment of 
a large majority of the people of the State of 
Ohio. I am also happy to say that it was done 
by a strict party vote. No Democrat is enti- 
tled to any of the high credit of placing this 
amendment upon the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States. It was passed by a strict party 
vote. Every person elected or known as a 
Republican voted for it, and every Democrat 
against it. My colleague not being present I 
do not add what I intended to say in regard 
tothis paper. I ask that it be read and printed. 

Mr. HOWARD. I ask the Senator from 
Ohio whether the Legislature of that State 
had on any previous occasion ratified the same 
amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
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, franking privilege ; which were referred | Legislature, being Democratic, rejected it, and 
| the question was taken to the people, where the 


matter was tried, and 
Ll now present. 

Mr. HOWARD. This is the 
ative action on that question? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

ry ’ +1 PWayt ‘ : —_ . 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the resolutions of the Legislature 
of Ohio. 

The Secretary read them, as follows : 

Whereas the General Assembly of the State of 
Ohio has received official notificati of the passage 
by both llouses of t ic ‘ortieth Congres the 
United States, at its third session, of the following 
proposition to amend the Constitution of the United 
States, by a constitutional majority of two 
thereof, in the words following, to wit: 


the result is the action 


allirm- 


urst 


thiras 


“A resolution proposing an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

”" Resolved by the Senate and House os Repre sentatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
two thirds of both Houses concurring), That the fol- 
lowing article be proposed to the Legislatures of the 
several States as an amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States, which, when ratified by three 
fourths of said Legislatures, shall be valid as part of 
the Constitution, namely: 

“ARTICLE XV. 

“Section 1. The right of citizens of the United 
States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States, or by any State, on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude. 

“Sec. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 

And whereas three fourths of the Legislatures of 
the States comprising the United States are required 
to give assent to the said proposed amendment tothe 
Constitution of the United States, before it becomes 
a part thereof: Therefore, 

Resolved by the General Assenibly of the State of 
Ohio, That we hereby ratify, on behalf of the State 
of Ohio, the above-recited proposed amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Resolved, That certified the foregoing 
preamble and resolution be forwarded by the Gov- 
ernor of Ohio to the President of the United States, 
to the Presiding Oflicer of the United States Senate, 
the Speaker of the United States Llouse of Repre- 
sentatives, and the Secretary of State of the United 


States. per a 
A. J. CUNNINGHAM, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
J.C. LEE, 
President of the Nenate. 
Adopted January 27, 1870. 
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The resolutions were ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

Mr. CARPENTER presented a petition of 
soldiers receiving pensions, praying that pen- 
sion agencies be abolished and that a law be 
enacted making each national bank a depository 
for pension-money, and that pensions be paid 
at the bank nearest pensioners; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Lydia E. 
Carhart, praying an extension of the patent 
granted to her husband, Jeremiah Carhart, 
December 28, 1846, for certain valuable im- 
provements in reed musical instruments; which 
was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

He also presented seven petitions of citizens 
of Wisconsin, praying for the abolition of the 


| franking privilege; which were referred to the 


Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
Mr. SCOTT presented the petition of Mary 

A. Filler, foster-mother of Henry Drenning, 

company K, fifty-fifth Pennsylvania volunteers, 


|| praying to be allowed a pension; which was 


referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Philadelphia, praying that pensions may be 
granted to the soldiers of the war of 1812 and 
to the widows of those who are deceased ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of the Craw- 
ford County Medical Society, Pennsylvania, 
praying the enactment of a law conferring upon 
the medical officers of the Navy such relative 
rank and privileges in the service as will protect 
them against the arbitrary conduct of superior 
officers ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Albany, New York, remonstrating against any 
change in the relation of line and staff officers 
which will lower the discipline of the Navy ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 


On the contrary, the last |! Affairs. 
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He also presented several petitions of citi 
zens Of Pennsylvania, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege ; which were referred 
io the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Ri a ls. 

Mr. SUMNER presented several petitions 
of citizens of Massachusetts, praying the aboli 
tion of the franking privilege; which w: 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented thirty 
eight petitions of citizens of the United States, 
praying the abolition of the franking privilege ; 
which were referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Minnesota in favor of an appro 
priation for the improvement of the harbor of 
Duluth, Minnesota; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

He also presented several petitions of citi- 
zens of Minnesota, praying for the abolition of 
the franking privilege ; which were referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. TIPTON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Nebraska. praying for the abolition of 
the franking privilege ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. HOWELL presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of lowa, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. POOL presented a petition of citizens 
of North Carolina, praying for the abolition of 
the franking privilege ; 
the Committee on Post 
Roads. 

Mr. WARNER presented a petition of citi 
zens of Alabama, praying for the abolition of 
the franking privilege ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. HARLAN presented resolutions passed 
by the board of county commissioners of Mor 
ris county, Kansas, favoring the immediate 
ratification of the treaty made between the 
United States and the Kansas tribe of Indians, 
and favoring the speedy removalof the Indians 
from that State; which were referred to the 
Committee on Indian A ffairs. 

Hle also presented a petition of citizens of 
Morris county, Kansas, praying the immediate 
ratification of the treaty made between the 
United States and the Kansas tribe of Indians; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Iowa, praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post Othices and Post Roads. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a memorial of the 
Board of Trade of the District of Columbia, 
praying an appropriation for the improvement 
of the Potomac and Anacostia rivers; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. NORTON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Minnesota, praying for the abolition of 
the franking privilege ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. HOWE presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Wisconsin, in favor of the im- 
provement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
“merce, and ordered to be printed. 

He also presented thirteen petitions of citi 
zens of Wisconsin, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege ; which were referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. HOWE. I also present a petition from 
Ordelia Darrow, the widow of Joseph LD). Da: 
row, praying for a pension; and also a memo 
rial from a large number of citizens of Oneida 
and Brown counties, Wisconsin, in aid of that 
petition, and sundry papers in support of the 
same: all of which I move be referred to the 

| Committee on Pensions. 


| rr . 
he motion was agreed to. 


which was referred to 
Othees and Post 
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PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the owners of the 
Ocean Belle be taken from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. RICE, it was 


Ordered, That the papers relating to the claim of 


Samuel Llouston, of Arkansas, for property destroyed 
in aid of the United States Army be taken from the 
filesot the Senate and referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs. 
KREVORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SUERMAN, from the Committee on 
l‘inanee, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
441) preseribing the duty of the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury in certain cases therein named, 
reported it without amendment, 

Mr. SHERMAN. The same committee, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 403) to 
regulate the appraisement and inspection of 
imports in certain cases, and for other pur- 
poses, have instructed me to report it back and 
to ask that the committee be discharged from 
its further consideration, 
has gone in another form to the Committee on 
Commerce, and I ask that this bill be referred 
to that committee. , 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. SUMNER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to whom was referred the 
petition of John S. Smith, late commercial 
agent of the United States to San Domingo, 
praying for compensation for diplomatic and 
other services rendered during his term of office, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. 
No, 462) for the relief of John Somers Smith 
on account of diplomatic service at the city of 
San Domingo. The bill was read and passed 
to a second reading, and the report ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
a bill (S. No, 422) to establish a postal tele- 
raph system and to incorporate the United 
States Postal Telegraph Company, reported it 
with amendments, and submitted a report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tury Affairs, to whom was referred the joint 
resolution (H. R. No. 69) relating to buildings 
used for military purposes in the city of New 
York, reported it back with the recommenda- 


tion that it be indefinitely postponed; and the | 


report was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bili (S. No. 442) to establish a 
military prison, reported it back with the recom- 
mendation that it be indefinitely postponed ; 
and the report was agreed to, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 
107) authorizing the issue of blankets to enlisted 
men of company B, tenth infantry, to replace 
others destroyed by fire, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. SUMNER, from the Committee on For- 
cign Relations, reported a bill (S. No. 463) for 
the relief of Victor Beauboucher, late consul 
of the United States at Jerusalem; which was 
read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 106) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue an Ameri- 


can register to the schogner Miami, reported 


it with an amendment, 

Mr. ABBOTT, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Ward B. Burnett, praying compensa- 
tion for services rendered and money expended 
in raising troops for the service of the United 
States, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that the petitioner have 
leave to withdraw his petition; which was 
agreed to. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. MORTON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
464) to admit the State of Mississippi to repre- 
sentation in the Congress of the United States ; 


a 


| 





which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. PATTERSON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 465) to establish a savings-bank in the 
District of Columbia; which was read twice 


| by its title, referred to the Committee on the 


District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
466) for the relief of the owners of the brig 
Ocean Belle: which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Finance, 


_and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous 


' consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


No. 467) to facilitate the adjustment of contro- 
versies between parties interested in maritime 
adventures and contracts in the port of New 
York, and to establish a board of port-ward- 


/ ens; which was read twice by its title, referred 


The subject-matter || 


to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 


| to be printed. 


Mr. CRAGIN asked, and by unanimous con- 


| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


468) to abolish the office of surveyor of cus- 


| toms; which was read twice byits title, referred 





| to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to 


be printed. 

Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
469) relating to the Central Branch Union 
Pacific Railroad Company; which was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. HARLAN. I wish to say that I have 
introduced this bill at the request of others. 
It was not drawn by me. I call the attention 
of the chairman of the Committee on the Pacific 
Railroad to that fact. I move its reference to 
the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CARPENTER asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No. 470) to exempt from taxation cer- 
tain legacies to the Taylor Orphan Asylum, in 
Wisconsin ; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRATT asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
471) in relation to certain unsold lands in the 
counties of Porter and Lake, in the State of 
Indiana; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 472) 
for the relief of Jonathan E. Pettit ; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CHANDLER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 478) amendatory of an act fixing certain 
rules and regulations for preventing collisions 
on the water, approved April 29, 1864; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 
1007) to establish certain post roads, in which 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the enrolled bill (H. 
R. No. 985) to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An 
act to admit the State of Virginia to represent- 
ation in the Congress of the United States ;’’ 
and it was thereupon signed by the Vice Pres- 
ident. 

LEGISLATURE OF GEORGIA. 


Mr. HOWARD submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Attorney General be, and ho 
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hereby is, requested to communicate to the Sena: 
copies of any communications sent by him to ..” 
of the United States military authorities sinca th 
passage of the last act relative to the readmis ame 


| of Georgia to representation in Congress, and ae 





ticularly any opinion given by him touching the 
eligibility of members of the Legislature of Georgia 
J. ROSS BROWNE'S CORRESPONDENCE, 
Mr. WILLIAMS submitted the followin. 
resolution ; which was considered by wnay; 
mous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United State. 
be requested, if in his judgment not incompati)|« 
with the public interests, to furnish the Senate wit; 
a copy of the correspondence of J. Ross Browne 
with the State Department during his late residene, 
as minister in China, ; 


AFFAIRS IN MISSISSIPPI. 
Mr. MORTON submitted the following res. 


olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to com. 
municate to the Senate any information in his pos- 
session in relation to the late election in the Stato 
of Mississippi, and of the action of the Legislaturo 
of said State in reference to the fifteenth amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States. 


WISCONSIN LAND GRANTS. 


Mr. POMEROY. I move that the Senate 
proeeed to the consideration of Senate joint 
resolution No.15, It isa joint resolution giving 
construction to a land grant in the State of 
Wisconsin. It will create no discussion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee ofthe Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the joint resolution (S. R. No. 15) giving 
construction to the acts of Congress granting 
lands to the State of Wisconsin to aid in build. 
ing railroads. 

The resolution provides that it shall be law- 
ful for the West Wisconsin Railway Company, 
a corporation which is entitled by the acts of 
Congress and the State of Wisconsin to that part 
of the land grant from the town of Tomah to 
the Saint Croix lake, to make up any deficiency 
in their grant from the vacant odd-numbered 
sections falling within the indemnity limits of 
the grant for the branch road from Saint Croix 
lake to Superior and Bayfield; but nothing in 
this resolution is to be construed so to impair or 
reduce in any manner the grant for the branch 
road above indicated ; all lands to be conveyed 
by patents to the company upon the same terms 
ial conditions as are contained in the acts 
granting lands to the State, approved June 3, 
1856, and the deficiencies and indemnities made 
up, as the building of the road of the company 
progresses, from any lands to which the company 
may be entitled within the indemnity limits. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have an 
explanation of this resolution. As I under- 
stand it allows the railroad company to go 
beyond the limits of the grant. 

r. POMEROY. No, sir; the grant was 
given to a company with two branches. ‘This 
resolution allows one branch to take lands con: 
tained in the limit of the other grant, provided 
it does not lessen the amount of land which 
the other road was entitled to under the act. 
It is no new grant. It simply transfers from 
one to the other an equal proportion. ‘The 
settlers having taken up more land on one side 
than on the other, one branch did not get its 

roportion. The Senator from Wisconsin [ Mr. 
Saleusatn is entirely familiar with the sub- 
ject, and he will explain it further if the Sen- 
ator desires any further explanation. ‘hat is 
the way it was represented to the committee. 

Mr. CARPENTER. The original grant was 
made to aid the construction of a road from 
Madison to Columbus by way of Portage to thie 
St. Croix river or lake, and from thence to 
Superior City and Bayfield, with the usual 
provision that deficiencies might be made up 
within fifteen miles of the road, and that was 
afterward extended by a supplemental act to 
twenty miles. Saberaneatll the grant was 
divided by the Legislature of Wisconsin, which 
division was approved by Congress, and given 
to two separate companies. Now the fact turns 
out to be that on the lower grant there is 4 
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ieficiency of land. ‘Those lands had been a 
ang time in the mar ket before the grant was 
ade, and it is im ossible to make up the d 
s ney within the pres¢ tribed limits. On the 
ares part of the ae however, there is a 


lus of some seven hundred thousand acres. 
rhis resolution simp ly authorizes that to be 
ne which would have been clearly within 
‘he provision of the law if the original grant 
ad not been divided and given to two com- 
;, namely, to have the deficiencies which 
long to the lower branch inure on the line 
fthe original grant. 

Mr. NORTON. I will inguire of the chair- 

.n of the Committee on Public Lands whether 

; resolution allows the c ompany to go over 
nto the State of Minnesota? 

Mr. POMEROY. No. sir; only within the 
stateof Wisconsin. We havenever alloweda 
ad in one State to take land in another. 

Mr. NORTON. I know that has been the 
eral rule; but I did not know but this bill 

‘ht propose to change th: it rule. 

Mr. CASSE RLY. I should like to inquire 
the Senator from Kansas whether this joint 

olution has been before the Committee on 
Publie Lands. 

Mr. POMEROY. Yes, sir; andwas reported 

1 the 10th of March ae. at the short session 
we had after the 4th of March, after this Con- 
‘ress began. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I have not been able to 

nd iton my file, and I have 
if it, alth ough doubtless the statement of the 
chairman of the committee must be correct. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Itwas reported atthe 
ast session. 

Mr. HARLAN. I should like to inquire 
vhether this road has been built ; that is, the 
beneficiary organiz: vtion ? 

Mr. CARPENTER. I understand that 

xty-six miles of the road are now in opera- 
i and the other } ortion is advs uncing gf incon- 
truction Just as ré apidly as it can be p yushed. 

Mr. Hu AR LAN. What length of road re- 
nains to be constructed? 

Mr. CARPENTER. Ido not know the 
distance. I think about one half is con- 

ructed from Tomah to Hudson, though I am 

t certain ; sixty-six miles, I think. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The length of the road from 
lamal | . sc ryt . ° ‘ 
lomah to Hudson is about one hundred and 
lifty miles. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Thatis what I thought. 

Mr. HARLAN. Whatisthe probable amount 
f deficiency of land within the limits of the 
road now under consideration ? 

Mr. CARPENTER. I think 
lred and fifty thousand acres. It is a small 
matter; but it is desired to make the grant 
what it was intended to be. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Will the Senator from 
- ansas state what quantity y of land is affected 

y this joint resolution ? 

“Mr. POMEROY. It will affect, I 


judge from the map I saw, about one hundred 


hin? 


Whoie 


about one hun- 


and fifty thousand acres. That is only an || 
approximate guessing. I do not know the 


exact amount ; 
of acres. 

Mr. CARPENTER. It is about one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand acres short on the 
lower grant, dad there is a surplus of seven 
hundred and fifty thousand acres on the upper 
grant, as [ understand. 

The joint resolution was reported to the 
Senate without amendment, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third rez ading y, was read the 
third time, and passed. 


I never footed up the number 


WILLAMETTH COLLECTION DISTRICT. 


Mr. CORBETT. |! move to take up for con- 
sideration Senate bill No. 395. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S 
No. 395) to establish the collection district of | 
W amette, i in the State of Oregon, was read 
the second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 


The bill proposes to constitute all that por- 
4st Cone, 2p Sess.—No. 57 


'| such officer and the 


1 ° i 
no recollection 


| of the port of Astoria, and deposit with him a | 


tion of the district of Oregon situated above 
the junction of the Willamette and Columbia 
rivers, and drained by those rivers and their 
tributary waters, a collection district, to be 
called the Willams tte district, whereof Portland 
is to be the port of entry ; and a collector is to 
be appointed for the district, to reside at Port- 
land, who is to be allowed a salary of $1,000 
per annum, with the fees allowed by law; such 
salary and fees not to exceed in any one year 
$3,000. ; ‘ 
The master of every vessel entering the Co- 
lumbia river from the sea and bound for Port- 
land is to exhibit his papers to the collector 


sworn copy of the manifest of cargo ; and if the 
vessel be laden with domestic merchandise or 
merchandise in bond for Portland the collector 
at Astoria is to permit her to proceed to her 
place of destination ; but if she shall have 
dutiable merchandise on board not bonded he is 
to cause a customs officerto proceed on board 
the vessel to Portland, who shall see that no 
goods are landed from such vessel before her 
arrival and entry at the latter port.. And the 
necessary expenses, including the per diem of 
expense of his return to 


| Astoria, are to be paid by the master of the 


| vessel to the collector of customs 
| for the use of the United States, 


at Portland, 
before permit 
shall be given to unload. 

All vessels clearing from Portland and bound 
to sea shall on arri 
the collector, and the master of every vessel 


| so reporting shall leave a copy of his mani- 


fest, including any additional cargo taken on 
board after leaving Portland, with the col- 
lector at Astoria, and thereupon shall be allowed 
to proceed to sea. 
person in charge or command of any vessel 


|| entering the Columbia river from the sea, or 


should | 


| 
| 
| 


| clearing from Portland and bound to s 


& AS 
before described, who shall neglect to exhibit 
his papers, or to report to the collector, or to 
deposit of his manifest, as thus required, shall 
forfeit and pay the sum of $100. 

When a vessel shall arrive at Astoria from 


yal at Astoria report to | 


And the master or other | 
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sea having merchandise on board for that place | 


and also for Portland, such vessel shall enter 
at Astoria and discharge such portion of her 
cargo as is destined for that place, whereupon 
the collector shall cause her hatches to be 
closed and sealed, and shall then permit her 
to proceed to Portland in charge of a customs 
officer, as hereinbefore provided. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
THE CURRENCY. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The 


morning 


hour has expired, and the Senate resumes the | 


| consideration of the bill (S. No. 378) to pro- 
vide a national currency of coin notes and to 
equalize the distribution of circulating notes, 
the pending question being on the ¢ amendment 
offered by the Senatorfrom Indiana, { Mr. Mor- 
TON, ] to increase the amount named in the first 
section from $45,000,000 to $52,000,000, upon 
which question the Senator from Michigan { Mr. 
CHANDLER] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Before the debate 


pro- 


| ceeds I should like the Senator from Indiana | 


| to withdraw his amendment for a moment in 

| order to allow me to offer two amendments 
from the Committee on Finance, which | be- 
lieve he will agree to. 

Mr. MORTON. Very well; I will do so. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the 
Committee on Finance to report two amend- 
ments to this bill, one of which I will send to 
the Secretary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Ohio, from the Committee on Finance, 
presents the following amendment. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
from California rise to speak to this amend- 

' ment? 


Does the Senator | 


Mr. CASSERLY. I have 
any of these amendments, but 
which I sho 


no objection to 
| have a matter 
uld like to bring before the Senate 
which will oceupy but a few minutes, if the 
Senator from Ohio will allow me. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. In regard to the 
currency bill? 

Mr. CASSERLY. No, sir 
resolution which is now on 
Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Michigan is in possession of the floor. The 
Senator from California desires to occupy a 
moment or two, as the Chair understand 
upon a resolution now on the table of the 
Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. What resolution is it? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does 
not know. 

Mr. CASSERLY. It is Senate resolution 
No. 111, with regard to the seizure of whisky 
in California, upon which I desire to saya few 
words. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I must respectfully object 
We are under an agreement, or partial agree 
ment, to get through with this bill to-day, and 
{ feel bound therefore, so far as one objection 

can, to keep it before the Senate. T'o-morrow, 
no doubt, the Senator will have an opportunity 


; in regard to th 
the tab le of f he 


| to call up that resolution. 


Mr. CASSERLY. I think the Senator from 
Ohio will not object if he understands that this 
resolution was offered by myself on Friday and 
left upon the table because I did not wish to 
interrupt the discussion of the currency bill on 
that day, and it is a matter which is somewhat 
local in interest and somewhat personal to 


| myself. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I must object to-day. In 
the position in which lam placed | am com- 
pelled to do so. Iam sorry to interfere with 
tne honorable Senator, but he will no doubt 
have an o} pportunity to speak to-morrow. To 
day, under the stringent rule which has been 
adopted, I feel bound to insist on proceeding 
with this bill. 

The VICE 
from Michigan 
from Ohio, who 
on Finance, 
be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment, wl 


PRESIDENT. The 
has yielded to the 
on behalf of the Committee 

an amendment, which will 


HPenatol 


i 


penator 
(t. 
oOuer 


bAU i 


was in section three, lines eight, nine, and 
ten to strike out the words ‘‘ equal in amount 
to ninety per cent. of the wall value of the 


bonds deposited, but not exceeding eighty pe: 
cent. of their par value,’’ and in lieu thereof 
to os rt ‘*not exceeding in amount eighty per 


cent. of the par value of the bonds deposited ;’ 
30 that the section will read : 
Src. 3. And be « further enacted, That uponthe 


deposit of any United States b« ynds beari ng inter 

est pay able | in wah lw ith the Treasurer of the United 
Statee in the manner prescribed in the nineteenth 
and twentieth sections of the national currency act 
it shall be lawful for the Comptroller of the Cur 

rency to issue to the association making the same 
circulating notesaof different denominations, not less 
than five dollars, net exceeding in amount eighty 
per cent. of the par value of the bonds deposited ; 
which notes shall bear upon their face the promise 
of the association to which they are issued to pay 
them upon presentation at the office of the associa 
tion in gold or silve r coin of th e United States, and 


shall be redeemable upon such presentation in such 
coin. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to state that this 


amendment is offered at the request of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to avoid a compound 
ratio. lt does not change the effect. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair wil! 
state to the Senator from Ohio that by the pa: 
liamentary condition of this bill he does not 
need the withdrawal of the amendment of the 
Senator from Indiana in order to give notice 
of this amendment, This will have to be re 
served, however. The pe nding que stion before 
the Senate was to strike out the first two sec 
tions of the bill and insert a section proposed 
by the Senator from Massachusetts, [ Mr. Sum 
ver.] The Senator from Indiana [ Mr. Mor- 
TON] moved to perfect the part 7 proposed to be 








898 


tricken out as to the first section, and has 
therefore priority in his amendment, which is 
sull pending, 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Indi- 
uns has withdrawn that. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Thentheamend- 


mentof the Senator from Massachusetts is next | 


in order, to strike out the first two sections and 
insert other matter, 

Mr. SHERMAN. TI trust the Senator from 
Massachusetts will allow these amendments to 


be made before the vote is taken on his prop- || 
| now having less than their share of the circu- | 


osilion, 

Mr. SUMNER. 
jection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then that will 
be regarded as pending, but reserved. The 
question ison thisamendment reported by the 
Comittee on Finance. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


Certainly; I have no ob- 


|| States. 


I have another amend- | 
ment to offer as an additional section, which I | 


ask to have read, to come in as section three. \ 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Previous to sec- 
tion three in the printed bill? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. DoestheSenator 
desire action upon it now ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Ohio offers an amendment on behalf of 
the Committee on Finance, to insert as a new 
section what will be read. 

‘The Secretary read as follows: 

Src. 3. And be tt further enacted, That any bank- 


ing association located in any State having more 
than its proportion of circulation may be removed 


to any State having less than its proportion of cir- | 


culation, under such rules and regulations as the 
Comptroller of the Currency, with the approval of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, masy require. 


Mr. SHERMAN, This section was adopted | 
by the Senate without objection at the last | 


session, and was agreed to by the committee 


of conference between the two Houses; but | 


ihe bill failing, as a matter of course this pro- 
vision fell with it. Iam directed, therefore, 
by the Committee on Finance to report it as 
an amendment to this bill. 

Mr. NORTON. Do I understand that the 
question now is on this amendment, or that it 
is only read for information ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
now upon this amendment, the other amend- 
ments having been temporarily withdrawn. 

Mr. SHERMAN, ‘This does not affect the 
$45,000,000. 

Mr. NORTON. No; but it does this: the 
three States that have a large surplus may 
remove their banks into the States that are 
deficient, and the people of those States who 
are now anxious and ready to organize banks 
cannot have the benefit of this increased cir- 
culation for their States. 

Mr, SHERMAN. My friend will allow me 
to state that this will not diminish in the least 
the share of any State in the proposed increase. 
lt is only a mode adopted at the last session 
by general assent, and I believe with the assent 
of all the States that are deficient, to allow 
banks in certain States to remove with their 
capital to the States having less than their pro- 
portion. At that time there was no objection 


to it. Ifthe Senator has any objection I shall | 


be glad to hear it. 

Mr. NORTON. I have a very decided ob- 
jection to it, for I know that in the State of 
Minnesota, which has not had anywhere near 
its proportion, men have been applying and 
have been persistent in their applications to 
organize banks. They have the means and 
the money to establish them; and it there is 
to be an increase of circulation in those States 
the people there want the benefit of it. 
do not want men from other States to come 
there and organize banks and the people of 
the States where they are established deprived 
of the profit of banking, if there is any profit 
in it. The effect of this amendment is to allow 


They | 





is the point in dispute. 
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any other light than that. 


to the States that are deficient, and the surplus 
capital in those States that are deficient will 
thus be deprived of this investment in banks. 

Mr. WARNER. 
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Ido not understand the | 


effect of this amendment to be that stated by | 


the Senator from Minnesota. I understand 


distinetly that it does not affect the $45,000,000 | 
which is to be distributed under this bill. That | 
will go to the citizens of the States having less | 
than their share of the circulationnow. L[un- | 


derstand that thisis merely an additional option, 


which is certainly in the interest of the States | 


lation—an option given to the citizens of other | 


States to remove their banking associations 
and their capital to the southern and western 
For my part I should be very glad to 
have them do so. I shall be glad to have them 


| avail themselves of the privilege given by this 


amendment and to come themselves and bring 
their capital with them for our benefit. 
Mr. NORTON. 


sion of our own capital. 


But it works to the exclu- 


Mr. WARNER. No; it doesnot work to the | 


exclusion of our own capital. 


southern States, or the amount necessary to 
| make up their share under the apportionment 
I understand that | 


on the basis of population. 
they may remove at once, but their removal 
does not have the effect of taking up any of 
the $45,000,000 authorized by this bill. That 
Under the bill that is 
now pending the Comptroller of the Currency 
is obliged to give to the southern States 
$25,000,000 of the $45,000,000 in order to give 
them their proportion under the distribution 


of $150,000,000 upon the basis of population. || 


The effect of this amendment, as I understand 
it, is simply to allow banking associations in 
other States to remove into the southern States, 
or into any States having less than their share, 
without being charged to this $45,000,000. 
Mr. COLE. I think there is no doubt that 


| the privilege granted to the national banks is a | 


very valuable one. The best evidence that it 
is of great value is the tenacity with which those 
States that have more than their proportion 
adhere to the amount that they have. It being 
a great privilege, therefore, it should be appor- 
tioned among the States as was intended by the 
law as it originally passed, and should be so 
used as to benefit the citizens of the several 
States. If this amendment is allowed to pass 
it will inure to the benefit of the citizens of 
any State who choose to remove into one where 
there is a deficiency of this circulation, where 
the apportionment has not been fairly made. 
This would be, of course, an act of injustice, 
an unfair act, so far as the citizens of the States 
that have not bad their proportion of circula- 
tion are concerned. I cannot look upon it in 
It may be some 
ad vantage to the communities in the South and 
West to have this capital transferred there. 
Probably it would be an advantage to those 


poorer States of the Union; but then the 
advantage that arises from the privilege of 


banking under this law would inure to the 
persons out of those States who chose to remove 


into them, and would not inure to the benefit 
of any banker or capitalist in these States. It 
may be an advantage to the general commu- 
nity, but it is not an advantage to the persons 
in these States who desire to avail themselves 
of this privilege. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


on agreeing tothe amendment proposed by the 
Committee on Finance. 


Mr. NORTON. I should like to have at 


least a division of the Senate on that ques- 
tion. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I agree with my colleague 


that this provision is manifestly wrong. I know 
that from our State we have had applications 
pending before the Comptroller of the Cur- 
rency for years for the incorporation of new 


banks in States that have a surplus to remove || banking institetions in that State; but inas- 
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much as we had already reached the small 
limit allowed those requests were disallowed 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 have already stated : 
the Senator’s colleague that this does not affe . 
the share which the State of Minnesota will 
receive of the $45,000,000 provided f sr by the 
bill, but it is an additional provision made te 
enable, by a voluntary movement of capital, 
banks in States having an excess to Z0 to States 
which have not their full proportion. It does 
not take away one single dollar of the share 
that would fall to Minnesota, but on the other 
hand may give her a great deal of additional 
capital. When the subject was under diseys 


_ sion last year the Senators from the southern 
| States desired this section, because they said 


they wished to encourage the capitalists of 


/northern States to come among them and 


Our own capital || 
_ has the priority as to the whole $45,000,000, or 
| rather to the $25,000,000 which belongs to the 


bring their banks with them, where they would 
be subject to local taxation, and they would 
have the benefit of local circulation. I haye 
no desire about it, but it is superadded to the 
provisions already made. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Do [ understand the chair. 
man of the Committee on Finance to say that 
after Minnesota has been supplied with the 
deficiency which he intends to provide in this 


| bill then this additional capital can be carried 
|| there? 


Mr. SHERMAN, 


After she has been sup. 


| plied with her proportion of the $45,000,000, 


| 
} 
| 
| 


| 


| 





} 





Mr. RAMSEY. Or sixty, or a hundred 
millions, whatever this bill may provide for, 
After that has been supplied, then banks from 
abroad are to be allowed to enter Minnesota? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Not at all. Then she 
will no longer have less than her proportion, 
and consequently will not be entitled. 

Mr. SAWYER. Mr. President 

Mr. WARNER. Allow me to make a sug- 
gestion. ; 

Mr. SAWYER. I shall only occupy a min- 
ute. If this provision will really effect what 
the honorable chairman of the committee says 
it will there can be no objection to it, but on 
the contrary I think it will be a great advan- 
tage; but if there is any possibility that the 
bill as thus amended can be interpreted so as 
to allow banks in the States having an excess 
of circulation to move into the States having 
less than their propor'ion of national bank 
circulation and having that counted as a part 
of the quota of those States it is objection- 
able, and ought not to be allowed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Nobody claims that. 

Mr. SAWYER. I know that; but [ am not 
so certain that it might not be claimed by the 
Comptroller of the Currency that the circula- 
tion of these banks so removed should count 





| in the quota to be distributed to those States. 


I think there ought to be some proviso attached 
to it that this section shall not go into force 
until after the $45,000,000, or $52,000,000, or 
$65,000,000, whatever it may be, shall have 
been distributed. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I offer the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 

Provided, That the amount to be issued by said 
banks shall not bededucted from the amount of new 
issue provided for in this act. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ihave no objection to 
that. 

Mr. MORTON. That will settle the con- 
struction in that respect; but still it leaves, 
perhaps, another feature that may be open to 
objection, and that is, that immediately upon 
the passage of this bill banks may be removed 
from the States having the largest excess 
and established in the States that have not 
their share in advance of the organization of 
new banks there. For example, take such 4 
city as Milwaukee, a very desirable place for 
the location of national banks. Perhaps under 
this clause banks in the eastern States might 
at once remove to Milwaukee and get the con- 
trol of the banking interest there in advance 
of the citizens of Milwaukee. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I should like to ask the 
Senator from Indiana if he does not think it 


18% 


woul 
Mailw 
trans 
them 
have 

Mi 


t wc 


roVv 
shan 
tion 
the 
entit 
this 
were 
$10, 
Mic! 
and 
sota 
Stat 
M 
sugy 
on | 
the: 
am¢ 
ficu 
and 
the 
iary 
ferr 
ler. 
chu 
you 
ues 
org 
and 
Vi 
aot 
me 
‘ 
j 
cit 
tha 
the 
nal 
of 
Ou, 
Th 
if 
are 
cir 
in 








1870. 


would be a desirable thing for the citizens of 

Milwaukee if a million or two of dollars were 

transferred there, and whether the citizens 

themselves would not to-day be delighted to 
ive the transfer made? 

Mr. MORTON. Iam not saying but what 

would be a desirable thing, and yet the cit- 

ns of Milwaukee desiring to go into the 
anking business might think it a great hard- 

» to be forestalled by banks from the east- 

_ States already enjoying this privilege in 

ir. CHANDLER. As I understand this 

‘ision no one js forestalled. It makes no 
hange whatever. It is an independent sec- 
on regardless of all that has gone before, and 
the citizens of Milwaukee or Wisconsin are 
entitled to precisely the same amount under 
this biil that they would be if no transfers 
were made. Now, if there were $100,000 or 
$10,000,000 of capital that desired to locate in 
Michigan I should welcome it with open arms ; 
and so, 1 think, would the citizens of Minne- 
sota or Wisconsin or of any other western 
State desiring an addition to their capital. 

Mr. NORTON. One word in reply to the 
suggestion of the chairman of the Committee 
on l’inanee, that this amendment does not affect 
the distribution of the $45,400,000, or whatever 
amount may be finally agreed upon. ‘The dif- 
liculty with this amendment is that under rules 
and regulations made by the Comptroller of 
the Currency, with the approval of the Secre- 
iary of the l'reasury, these banks may be trans- 
ferred. It will be very easy for the Comptrol- 
ler or the Secretary to say to a bank in Massa- 
chuset:s, ‘* Your organization is all complete ; 
you need only name to me what place in Min- 
uesota you will establish vour bank ;’’ and their 
organization being complete, at once bodily 
and in bulk their bank goes to the city of 
Winona, in Minnesota. You say it will not be 
done; but under the provisions of this amend- 
ment it may be done. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 

Mr. NORTON. 


city of 


What of it ‘ 

There are people in the 
Winona, Minnesota, who have money 
that they want to invest in banking, and if 
there are any benefits and advantages in this 
national bank system the people in the districts 
of States to which this distribution is made 
ought to have those benefits and advantages. 
Chat there is profit in it no one can question. 
If the States that have $52,000,000 of surplus 
are going to have the benefit of the banking 
circulation under this national banking system 
in other States we might just as well leave the 
system as itis. ‘rue, it is an object to have 
these banks established in the localities and in 
the districts where the circulation is used; but 
in addition to that there is the employment of 
surplus capital. only wish to say further that 
the people of Minnesota are able to take all that 
they would be entitled to of this $45,000,000, 
or whatever amount may be determined, and 
if the business of the country should require 
more banking capital there are people there 
ready and willing to take it, and they ought to 
be allowed to do it rather than allow banks to 
be transferred from other States there. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, I begin 
to see now more distinctly the reason for this 
very great clamor, if I may be allowed to use 
that expression, for a redistribution of the cur- 
rency. It is not to provide the people in the 
South and West witha circulation, but it is to 
provide that certain individuals who live in 
those States may make money out of the busi- 
ness of banking. Now, here is a proposition 
which allows the banks of the Kast and the 
North to remove to the States of the South, 
and of course furnish to those States circula- 
tion, and objection is made because persons 
living in the East and the North may make 
money out of this business of banking in the 
South and the West; and therefore the people 
ought not to have this circulation because 
somebody living in the Kast or the North may 
make money out of the business of banking. 


Now, sir, 1 do not understand that there is 
anything in this bill which provides that the 
individuals of any particular State shall have 
a monopoly of the business of banking. Sup- 
pose this bill passes providing that $45,000,- 
0U0 of additional notes shall be distributed 
among those States having a deficiency of cir- 
culation at this time, is there anything to pre- 
vent citizens of New England associating them- 
selves together and forming a bank, and bank- 
ing in Charleston, or Minnesota, or any other 
place in the Union? Nothing of the kind. 
Saeco that the object of this legislation 
was to provide the people of the different 
States having a deficiency with a circulation, 
to provide local banks to which they might 
have access; and if citizens of New England 
engaged in banking there should transfer a 
bank to South Carolina of course it woul 
accommodate the people of South Carolina 
with circulation. 

[hat will only be in addition to the $45,- 
000,000 distributed by the previous part of 
the bill, and the only question for the banks 
in the North and the East will be as to whether 
or not it will be more profitable to conduct the 
business in the South and the West or in the 
localities where they are now situated. If they 
would conclude that the business would pay 
better in the South and West than in the 
North and Kast then they would remove their 
banks and the people there would be accom- 
modated. i am surprised to see objection 
coming from those States to this amendment, 
when the whole object of it is simply to adow 
those States to have more circulation. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, | think the 
amendment of the Senator from North Carolina 
{Mr. ApBotr] makes it entirely clear that this 
right of transfer will not in any wise affect 
the rights of citizens of the States having less 
than their proportionate circulation to the 
$45,000,000 authorized by this act. Now, the 
only point that is made is that banking associ- 
ations in the northern States may transterthem- 
selves to the southern and western States and 
preoccupy the ground in advance of the citizens 
of those States ; not that the citizens of those 
States will not still have the right to go on and 
establish banks, but that it will interfere with 
it, these other banks having been first estab- 
lished. Ido not feel at all uneasy about that 
matter myself. I should be very glad to see 
these institutions come among us with their 
capital and their men. But in order to obviate 
any objection I sifggest that the section be so 
amended as to provide that this privilege shall 
not take effect, say until within ninety days after 
the passage of this act, so as to give to the citi- 
zens of the southern and western States a little 
priority in occupying the ground and first estab- 
lishing banks in their own States. I[ will there- 
fore move that the section be amended by 
inserting at the beginning the words *‘ ninety 
days after the passage of this act.”’ 

Mr. MORTON. Make it longer than that. 
Say six months. 

Mr. WARNER. Very well; 1 will make it 
six months. [ ask that the section be so 
modified. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Chair 
understand the Senator from Ohio to accept 

_the amendment of the Senator from North 
Carolina? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I act as the organ of the 
committee. The amendment | offered is the 
committee’s amendment. I think myself six 
months would be right. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
of the Senator from Alabama is not now in 
srder. 

Mr. SHERMAN. IL have not the power to 
accept it, though I believe every member of 
the committee would agree to it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the amendment of the Senator from 
North Carolina to the amendment will be con- 

| sidered as agreed to. The Chair hears no 
| objection. Now, that being agreed to, the 
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Senator from Alabama moves to amend the 
amendment by adding to it: 

And provided further, That the provisions of this 
section shall not go into effect until after the expira 
tion of six months from the passage of this act. 

Mr. SAWYER. I wish to say one word in 
reply to some remarks that fell from the hon 
orable Senator trom Oregon, [ Mr. WILLIAMS. } 
He says this clamor seems to be, not that we 
wish to provide the people of the South and 
West with circulation, but that we want the 
profits of banking. I submit that it is quite 
legitimate, when our friends North and East 
show so much tenderness about having the 
protits of banking taken away from their capi 
talists, that we should be somewhat solicitous 
that those capitalists in the South and West 
who wish to put their money into national 
banks should have an equal privilege of so 
investing their money. It certainly cannot be 
assumed on this floor that for all time the busi 
ness of banking is to be monopolized and its 
profits exclusively centered in a few banks in 
a certain section of the country. I have no 
doubt they will for a long time monopolize very 
largely the profits of national banking; and my 
defense against their making it a monopoly 
would be the establishment of national bank 
in the South and West, so that a portion of the 
business which is now done at the North and 
Kast should be taken away from them and be 
done by the banking capital which is in the 
South and West. And I also submit that it is 
perfectly legitimate here for the Senators from 
the West and South to consider the question of 
the interests of the capital which would invest 
itself or be invested in national banks at the 
South and West if their people had the oppor- 
tunity. 

Now, the amendment which has been pro 
posed, which allows the removal of national 
banks already organized in those States which 
have an excess of circulation to the States 
which have a deficiency of circulation, is in 
my opinion a very good and beneficial one {or 
the bill. I believe that it will help the South, 
because every dollar of capital that is carri 
there, no matter to whom it belongs, will hav: 
a certain influence in developing the indusirial 
resources of that community. But we should 
first look out that those capitalists in the South 
and West who desire to invest their money in 
national banks should have an opportunity su 
to do before we give an opportunity to outside 
capitalists to preoccupy the ground,and perhaps 
discourage the formation ot national banks by 
the capital of our own section. 

With the proviso which has been read, that 
this section shall not take effect for six months, 
[ think the guarantee is ample, and especially 
with the further proviso that this removal of 
national bank capital from the northern States 
to the southern and western States shall no 
diminish the quota to which these southern 
and western States are respectively entitled. 

I was about to add something in reference 
to the profits of national bank capital in the 
North and East, but I think quite enough has 
been said on that matter. I hope they may 
all get so rich that they will be willing to allow 
the rest of the country to get rich on banking 
capital. sera 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
onthe amendment of the Senator from Alabama 
to the amendment. 

Mr. FOWLER. I should like to hearit read. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read. 

The Cuier Cierk. The section, as no 
amended, reads: 

And be it further enacted, That any banking «- 
ciation located in any State having more than 
proportion of circulation may be removed to 
State having less than its proportion of circulatio: 
under such rules and regulations as the Comptroll 
of the Currency, with the approval of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, may require: Provided, That the 
amount of the issue of said banks shall not be d: 
ducted from the amount of new issue provided for in 
this act. 

It is proposed to add: 

And the provisions of this section shall not go inte 
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effect until after the expiration of six months from 
the passage of this act. 

Mr. WARNER. [ suggest that the words | 
firat proposed be inserted at the beginning of 
the section. That will make it clearer, because 
the effect of this proviso now would be to limit 
the other. 
it to stand. 
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from banking business to other branches of 
business in the same communities in which 
the capital now resides it would be a very dif- 
ferent matter; but every community in New | 
Einglandand in New York in which abank is | 


|| located is by the operation of the amend- 


I ask that it be read as I proposed || t sec 
| and its capital if there can be found anywhere | 
‘The Cnirr Cierx. It is proposed to insert: || in the Union a more advantageous location. 


ment exposed to the removal of that bank 


“ . 
And be it further enacted, That after the expiration || Can this be defended? | 
of six months from the passage of this act any bank- | 


ing association located in any State, &c. 


The amendment to the amendment was || competition and finds its own opportunity 
i! 


agreed to. 


1} 
| 


A business which is carried on without fran- 
chise, without valuable license, has its own 





everywhere ; but when a business is artificially 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- || fostered, when its life is the franchise it receives 


curs on the amendment as amended. 


|| by law, can it be defended that bounties should 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. There is one | be offered in behalf of one section or certain 


portion of that amendment which I think is a || sections of the country against other sections? 


little sharper than any Yankee provision I have |; The transfer of a franchise, or rather clothing 


ever seen ; 


which is, to provide that the banks || a franchise with the privilege to rove, isa very 


may remove from the North and go South, and || different thing from allowing capital to seek its 


yet that this shall not be counted as any por- || own field or locality of investment. 


tion of the southern banking privileges. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
tion of the $45,000,000. 


If New 


| 


, || England has done that for which she deserves 
Not counted as any por- || punishment, if New York deserves to be pun- 


ished or corrected, so be it; let us have pun- 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Not counted || ishment in a direct and more simple way. 


in the amount provided for by this bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
as a portion of their circulation, but not as a 
part of the $45,000,000. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Ido notcon- 


ceive there is any object in having the bill with | 


that section in it. 
opposed to it. We have not any more capital 
in the North than we desire should remain 
there; and if when removed it cannot be 
counted as a portion of the amount allotted to 
the South I prefer that the banks that would 
be removed should wind up and employ their 
capital about some other business at home. 
‘Therefore, so far as that provision is concerned, 
{ shall vote against it. 


Mr. MORTON. 1 would suggest to the 


Senator from Vermont that while under this | 


amendment the banks removing West will not 
he counted as part, of the capital allowed there 
under this bill, yet by the terms of the amend- 


| 


With that provision in I am | 





ment they are to be counted as part of what | 


those States are entitled to under the original 
act, as by the terms of the amendment he will 


see. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Lam opposed 
to it even with that explanation, for I expect 
that long before those States will get what they 
would realiy be entitled to banking will be 
made free, and then every State will have 
whatever it may desire; and this putting of 
the banks of the United States upon wheels 
and letting them move wherever they please, 
and not having what they take with them 
counted under the provisions of this bill in 
the States to which they go, I am utterly 
opposed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I have listened with a 
good deal of surprise to the objection made 
to this amendment coming from States which 
complain of a deficiency of bank circulation. 
| am no better able to understand than the 
honorable Senator from Oregon [Mr. Wr- 
i1AMS | how it could be in reason or in motive 
the subject of complaint that people from 
abroad should go with capital otk with enter- 
prise into any community, and I have waited 
to hear the objection which has now been 
made by the honorable Senator from Vermont, 
tn Which I concur fully. 

Let me see if I am wrong in the practical 
operation and effect of the amendment. The 
whole Union, all parts of it, are to be put in 
mi with those portions of the country 
in which banking enterprises are most common 
now. In other words, every community in 
which banking facilities are extensively found 
is to hold its ground against all comers, and 


\ 








| 


The crime of New York consists in this: 


It is counted afterward || banking capital in the cities of New York, 


| Boston, and Philadelphia of about one hun- 
dred and nineteen million dollars advanced 


‘| $100,000,000 to the Government at the com- 


mencement of the war, and following this offer- 





| the State of New York the best ene system 
yet known ; to trample State banks under foot, 
and compel New York with other States to 


walk under the yoke of the national banking | 


| 
| system. The honorable Senator from Maine 
| [Mr. MorriL] gave the other day a wholesome 
and clear account of some of the steps taken 
to induce New York and to stimulate the 
| reluctance of New York and other States to 
come into and come under the national banking 
system. Ifthe condition of banking facilities 





|| prevailing in New England, and in less degree 


in New York, is a proper case for reformation, 
so be it; but I insist upon it that this is an 
unsound mode of readjustment. 

There is no sufficient reason why individuals 
| assembled in the management of a bank in the 
State of Vermontshould receive a license to put 
their bank on wheels and move it from place 
to place until they come to that place which 
may be more profitable than any other for the 
continuance of their business. Therefore, 
though it seems to me that the States to which 
these transfers are to be made have no reason 
'to complain, other States have much reason 


| to complain of a provision which offers a bounty 


in behalf of every deficient section of the coun- 
try for the withdrawal of the banks and the 








| 
| 


banking facilities which have grown up there. 
Therefore I, too, shall be constrained to vote 
against this amendment. 

The question being put, a division was called 
fo 


r. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the amendment as amended. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Is it in order 
now to offer as a substitute for the proposition 
the original amendment? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. ThenI offer it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We are in the midstofa 
division. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By theusage of 
the Senate debate is allowed until the vote is 


| 





LSS 


counted and announced by the Chair. The 
Senator from Vermont rose in time. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I offer the 
original amendment in its printed form. Ido 


not desire to consume any time—— 
Mr. HOWE. Let the amendment be read. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read 


be in danger from all comers of a loss and || by the Secretary. 


transfer of capital now embarked in the busi- 
ness of banking. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I am in- 


| formed by the Secretary that my motion is not 


If the competition itself were to be such as || now in order, but will be in order in the Sen- 
I desire to say that the proposition as 


to offer inducements for the transfer of capital 


ate. 


| 





| simply to facilitate the passage of the amend- 
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originally introduced is itself of som . 
tionable utility, and it was only by Sountbeiet 
| that I was willing to go even for that. I think 
| it may operate well in some instances, but it 
| is possible that some speculators might buy up 
a bank and manage it so that it would be of 
very questionable utility wherever it should 
go. In the form now presented under the vari. 
ous amendments [ shall be compelled to yote 
against it. ; 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont does not propose his amendment at 
present. The question is on the amendment 
as amended. ; 
Mr. WARNER. As I understand the objec. 
tion of the Senator from Vermont and the 
Senator from New York, it is the fear that 
their constituents may go into those States 
having less than their share of circulation with 
their capital. The amendment, as amended. 
simply provides that to the extent of $45,000, - 
000 the people of these States who are con- 
fessedly without their share of circulation 
shall have the priority for six months. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I have no 





objection to thet part of the proposition to 
delay it for six months, but it is to the proviso 
that I obiect. 

Mr. WARNER. The effect of the proviso 
is simply that the people of these States shall 
not be deprived of the right of getting the ben- 


efits of this act by any such transfer. It seems 


ing, measures were adopted to strike down in || to me very just. 


Mr. ABBOTT. I offered this amendment 
ment of the committee. I am greatly sur- 
prised that the Senator from New York, or the 
Senator from Vermont, or any Senator repre- 
senting the States which have a surplus of issue 
now, should object to it. Why, sir, the objec- 
tion has been here all the while that we were 
forcing circulation out of those States ; we were 
compelling them to send it away; and now 
all we say is that they can send it away if 
they please and that it shall not be deducted 
from this general new issue that is provided 
for. 

If it is true, as has been said by every one 
of the Senators representing the States who 
have an overissue, that they had no more 
banking capital than they wanted, that they 
would be embarrassed if they lest any, [ should 
like to know what the probability is of that cap- 
ital running out of those States? 

Mr. MORTON. None whatever. 

Mr. ABBOTT. Therefore I hope the amend- 
ment I offered will be adopted. 

Mr. CRAGIN. Mr. President, I have been 
all along inclined to vote for this bill, and prob- 
ably shall do so now, for the reason that | 
believe the people of the southern States and 
some of the western States need more circula- 
tion, and that for some reason or other the New 
England States and some of the middle States 
have more than their share. But when I find 
Senators from those States objecting to receiv- 
ing more than $45,000,000, more than the ori- 
ginal offer in this bill, for the reason that certain 
men who have money may not have an oppor- 
tunity to invest it in banking, I am led to hesi- 
tate and to consider. I supposed that they 
asked for this for the benefit of the people, for 
the benefit of business, not for men who have 
money to invest. I may vote for this amend- 
ment, but I wish to say to those gentlemen that 
there is very little danger that the people of 
New England or of New York will go down 
into their States and beg for the privilege of 
banking there. They need not be alarmed on 
that subject. If they do not need any more 
than $45,000,000, say so. oa 

Mr. COLE. Mr. President, this is an indi- 
rect way of supplying the States that are des- 
titute of banking facilities with what properly 
belongs to them. If $45,000,000 are not suf- 
ficient, if $45,000,000 of circulation do not 
afford the amount of circulating medium that 
they need, then increase it to $50,000,000 or 
$75,000,000, or so much else as may be neces: 
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ry to supply them with what they are justly 
entitled to. 

Sir, there is difference between capital going 

} a new State with a very valuable franchise 

.d capital going there w ithout that franchise. 

(he Senator from New York must certainly 

s0¢@ the difference between these associations 

ing transferred from his State or from New 

land to the South and the West with a very 

iable franchise and the capital from those 

ites going there, as other capital goes, with- 

uch franchise. And I will remind my 

ud trom New Hampshire that this whole 

tional bank legislation has reference to the 

nefit of the bankers and not of the pe ople. 

is not the people of any part of the Union, 

a rule, that are benefited by these bank- 

ing laws. ‘They all have reference—nearly 

every step that i is taken in the way of modifying 


these banking laws and every step that. has | 


been taken to establish the system have had 
‘ference to the interests of the capitalists, the 
ankers, and not the business of the commu- 
ies. I have what I regard as good inform- 
ation that the business of the country is but 
ttle benefited by these national banks. Sel- 
dom, indeed, have they any money to lend to 
legitimate business men of the country. 

As arule they are able to point you to some 
man who can lend money, some stockholder 
in the bank; but it very rarely occurs that they 


will discot int paper on any fair interest for the | 


benefit of legitimate business. 


[am woos to the whole national banking | 
I 


system. iknow no good reason why banking 
should not be done upon the basi 
silver and United States notes. Idonot know 
vhy this large premium of double interest or 
treble interest or quadruple interest 
provided for those associations called national 
banks, or why they should have this extraor- 
dinary advantage; anditisaverye xtraordinary 
advantage that they have. 


to these privileges with such marked tenacity. 
hey are vast privileges. ‘They are privileges 
which cost the Government actually many mil- 
lion dollars a year, because if the notes that 
are in circulation from the national banks could 
be supplanted with United States notes we 


should from necessity save on the amount of | 


circulation now afloat just $18,000,000 in gold 
from the interest account of this Government 
every year; and | know of no good reason 


why these privileges should be granted to the | 


national banks rather than that the circulation 
should issue directly to the people in the form 
»f United States notes. 

Why, sir, the national bank 
better than United States notes. You have 


|| business operations of 


s of gold and | 


should be | 


} ernment, 


As Isaid on another | 
occasion, it is no wonder that they are adhering 


|| in carrying these institutions there. 


notes are no 
| tions of this kind. 
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tions than the national banks have been; and 
I determine this from the practical operations 
of those that have already been instituted 

the South. They are practically of no bene- 
fit whatever to the community. At best they 
are shaving and the sys- 


1 . ; 
put a set ol shops; 


| tem transfers the business of banking from par- 


ticular individuals to associations of persons. 


As has already been stated I do not see any 


advantage in the national bank note over the | 


greenback, and I would greatly prefer = we 
are to bank at all that the individual should 
advance his capital and bank on greenbacks ; 
that you should not furnish him in addition to 
his capital double that amount to bank on, and 
thus, instead of making six or eight per cent. 


| on his capital, enable him to make double or 


treble this amount. 

It is said by some individuals that these bank 
notes are much better than the greenback 
because of their elasticity. 1 see nothing what- 
ever in this argument. One is quite as elastic 
as the other. ‘The greenback goes into the 
the country demanded, 
and when not demanded it remains in the hands 
ofthe owner just as the national bank bill does. 
I can see no advantage in the bank note in that 


| respect. 


Again, it is said, that the bank note is re- 
deemable. This is only a nominal matter after 
all. These notes are redeemable at present in 
greenbacks; and that makes them no better. 
Lhe redemption simply means that you pre- 
sent a yellow-back and in exchange get a green- 
back, and one is exchangeable tor the other. 
The national bank note is based on the green- 
back, and you can change it intoa greenback. 
The greenback is simply based on the credit 
of the Government after all, and the banker 
has nothing more than the credit of the Gov- 
which is loaned to him. 

So far as this little amendment is concerned 
I do not see any advantage to the bill in it 
and it might as well be left out. If men in 
New Engiand or New York want to move their 
banking institutions I do not see why they may 
not have the privilege of doing it; but I do not 


| see any advantage to the community in it one 


way or the other. I[ do not see why they 
might not roll them all over the country 
wherever they can get the greatest benefits and 
profits from banking. But if the eastern Sen- 
ators are opposed to it 1 hope they may have 
it stricken out, and I shall vote with them in 
that. I see no advantage to our community 
Indeed, 

I would be opposed to it as a general pt ‘Oposi- 
tion, because I know that our capitalists and 
our people are very slow to go into any institu 
They cannot go in in one 
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it founds one 
population ; 
business. 


half the banking institutions on 

und the other halt on property and 
Surely this is not a sound basis. | 
am for tree banking. Let every section of the 
country establish these banking institutions 
where they are needed, according to its own 
interests. Now the system is grossly unequal 
and cannot be defended. At the last session 
I did what | could to prevent what seemed to 
me to be an injustice. We discussed it long 
enough to defeat it, and all parts of the country 
have had fair warning. 

But the system as it now stands cannot be 
maintained before the country ; there must be 
a more equal distribution. 1 prefer to let the 
banks where they are alone, withdraw a portion 
of the greenbacks, and establish new banks to 
issue circulation. I prefer to make the equality 
in that direction. But I agree with the Sen- 
ator from California on one point, that if we 
are to have, as it looks now as though we were 
to have for some years to come, nothing but 
irredeemable paper money, if we are to give 
up all idea of having the currency of the world 
in this country, the circulation should be fur 
nished not by the banks, but by converting the 
national debt into greenbacks. In that event 
I prefer that the circulation should be green- 
backs, and thus save the interest to the ‘l'reas- 
ury and have that interest go to extinguish the 
national debt. But I regard—and I do not see 
how anybody can look at it in any other light 
the refusal to withdraw greenbacks, or to re 
deem them, or to put them in process of being 
redeemed as meaning that we shall not have 
specie payments at all. So long as we have 
$400,000,000 of greenbacksin circulation, with 
this large paper circulation of the banks we 
shall have no specie payments. ‘The idea that 
we can maintain six or seven hundred millions 
of paper circulation upon a specie basis with 
the present property and business of our peo- 
ple is, I think, one of the most absurd, I may 
say foolish ideas that ever entered the mind of 
man. It cannot be done, and it will not be 
done, and whenever the attempt is made it will 
ignominiously tail. We must either reduce our 
paper circulation or largely increase our specie. 

1 am opposed to this proposition to take 
banks from one section of the country and 
transfer them to another. I want those Sen- 
ators from the South and West who are so 
anxious for banks in their localities to see to 
it that those localities furnish the capital for 
them. I know very well that a portion of this 
capital will not be taken in the sections of the 
country where they live. They know it; we 
all know it. They tell us that they are dying 
for want of more circulation, and still they 
propose to gather up $65,000,000 of bonds 


them indiscriminately in your pocket. You 
have the national bank note there and the | 
greenback or United States note. You donot 
discriminate between them. One is just as 
valuable as the other. One is issued directly 
from the Treasury ; the other is issued to asso- 


and invest in bonds of the United States at 
fifteen or twenty per cent. premium, and then 
establish banks and receive ninety per cent. in 
circulation. By investing about seventy-five 
million dollars they will receive about fifty- 
eight million dollars of circulation. T'o secure 


month or two months, as the people of New 
York or New England. They have to discuss 
these measures a long time before they con- 
clude whether they will invest their means in 
the manner proposed or not. ‘Then it will 
require months even to absorb the $45,000,000 


ciations to speculate upon and to loan to busi- 
ness men, if they are so kind as to do it, or 
rather if they do not see wherein they can use 
theirmoney to greateradvantage to themselves. 
These banks as a rule are no accommodation 


to the public; and far better would it be for | 


this country if these national banks were out 
of existence, and if the circulation that is sup- 


plied indirectly through them were issued | 
directly to the people from the United States 


Treasury. 


already advanced, and years will not do it, 
although the people there may want it, because 
they are slower in their movements in regard 
to taking up any such institutions than the 
people of New England or of New York. 

I would greatly prefer that the whole meas- 
ure were lett unattended to and it were denied 
to those States, because I believe that the pas- 
sage of this bill, small as it is, is calculated to 
fasten on the whole country this most iniquitous, 
injurious, and pernicious system of banking ; 


this circulation they must invest millions more 
in bonds than they receive in circulation, and 
the money is not going to stay there merely 
because the banks are there. A gentleman 
who is manager of a bank in the West said to 
a friend of mine a day or two ago that his 
bank had a circulation of more than five hun- 
dred thousand dollars, and that there was not 
$20,000 of it in the valley of the Mississippi ; 
it was all in the Kast, and if they established 
another bank it would be thesame. ‘The idea 


Mr. FOWLER. Mr. President, I suppose | 
[ shall vote for this bill in the whole, not 
because I think it will be any advantage either 
to my section of the country or to the commu- 
nity generally. I donot believe any set of || of the Senator from Tennessee 
institutions were ever organized that were || cording to his logic. 
better calculated to rob the people than the || banks as iniquities, and still he proposes to 
national bank system as it has been inangu- || extend them. I propose to vote for the bill 
rated in this Government. Ido not believe || as it came from the committee, even if the | 
there ever has been organized in this country || amendment of the Senator from Indiana shall || tion, thosetwo orthree hundred million dollars 
or anywhere else a more useless, a more || be adopted. Our banking system is founded || would beinthesameplaces. [Kverybody knows 
worthless, a more pernicious set of institu- |! on a fundamental error, and that error is this: || that before the warwe had in New England and 


but I shall vote for it, because I am willing to 
| give our people an opportunity to have a share 


of the spoils as well as others. 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, 


that because you are to have banks in those 
sections of the country you are to increase the 
circulation in those sections is about equal to 
the idea so often advanced that if we had green- 
backs they would be in every man’s pocket. 
If our currency was all greenbacks it would 
be just where the mixed currency of greenbacks 
and bank paper is to-day. If you had two or 
three hundred million dollars more of circula- 


the vote | 
will not be ac- 
He denounces national 
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in New York, andin NewJersey and Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland, and some portions of the West, 
sound, well-managed banking institutions, and 
that in most other sections of the country, ex- 
ceptin some portions of the South, like Charles- 
ton and New Orleans, we had a kind of banking 
system under which banks failed every few 
months. When the war came on many of these 
poor, weak, feeble, struggling State institutions 
inthe new and agricultural sections of the coun- 
try perished. ‘They had no money to lend to 
anybody. ‘The southern banks perished in the | 
rebellion. In New England, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and part of Indi- 
ana there were strong institutions that came 
forward and loaned the Government nearly all | 
the money they had. We took what they had, 
thanking them for it. We thought they were 
very patriotic then, although we doubt their 
patriotism now. It has become fashionable to | 
denounce the men who loaned their money to | 
help the country through its great struggle. 
Generally those who denounce the men that | 
loaned wa money to save us in the war are the 
men who then denounced the soldiers that | 
were fighting the battles of the country. They 
are just as patriotic now as they were then. 
‘They have never breathed a breath or uttered | 
a thought or performed an act that has not 
been against the country and the free institu- 
tions of the country. ‘There are tens of thou- 
sands of men lying in bloody graves because 
of the speeches they made during the war. 
(here are hundreds of millions of dollars that 
the industry of the country must bear on ac- 
count of their utterances then and now. The | 
nation has been carrying for the last five years 
of peace burdens they imposed on the country || 
by utterances that have tainted the good faith 
and good name of the country before the world. | 
lf there is an enemy of the country on earth || 
it is that class of men who are tainting the | 
good name of the nation and its faith and its || 
honor, 
Sir, the Secretary of the Treasury comes for- || 
ward and recommends that the three per cents. | 
stall be converted into banking capital for the || 
sections of country that need it most. The 
Senator from Indiana proposes to go a little 
further and take fifteen or twenty millions more. 
| do not think that proposition very unreason- 
able or very unjust, and | do not oppose it, 
Uf course | would rather that it should not be | 
done. Iwould rather withdraw the greenbacks 
and establish banking capital until we reduced 
the greenbacks so low, say one hundred and 
filty or twohundred millions, that the Govern- 
ment could stand behind them and make them |; 
as good as gold and silver, and let them be 1 
used by the banks and used by the country as || 
specie funds and be equal to gold and silver. || 
Sir, the Secretary proposes this plan, the | 
committee reports it, and | am ready to vote 
for it; but I think that those sections of the | 
country which think they have so much cap- 
ital should be permitted to establish these new 
banks without calling upon us to transfer the 
established banks of other sections. I am glad || 
io hear that they have so much capital. I || 
know that there are a great many men in my || 
section who will be glad to hear that there are || 
so many tens of millions of dollars of surplus || 
capital more than enough to pay debts and |; 
square off accounts at the end of the year, and || 
that the sections of the country which have been 
usually either borrowing money of capitalists | 
or getting credits of business men are now so | 
full of capital seeking investment. 1 am glad 
| 
| 
| 


that the people of those sections have now 
such large accumulated capital that they are 
crying Out to put it into banks. I want them to || 
have these banks of their own, manage them || 
themselves, manage them well if they can, and | 
perhaps they will manage them more to the 
satisfaction of the Senator from Tennessee than || 
these banks seem to be managed now. Do |. 
not put this provision in, that you may send 

into other sections and cart the banks from 

those sections into some other portions of the 


| back and complain of us another year and tell | 
| us, ‘* Your banks down east, in New York, and | 


|| United States was unjust and inequitable, and 


clusion to vote for these propositions already 


| section of the country who agree with him, 


not heard either t 
| about their money. In point of fact we have 


|| it from either of those quarters. Ido not know 
_1I know I have not, and I do not know how 
| this regard. We stand here, Mr. President, 
| United States, and cries to the heavens which 
' overbend the legislation of the United States, 
| without taunting us? If we are poor we do not 


| not reproach any of our neighbors who are not 
as well off as we are. I do not know that we 


| ities the money will be used in the East. It 





January 31, 
oe a : : <a 
Union. Just let us alone. If you propose to || of these points. Either the West is not as 0 
take $20,000,000 out of us take it; make the | as he thinks it and the East is not willie “ 
most of it; enjoy the benefits of it; be cap- |, rich as he pretends it is, or else the West foes 
italists; be managers of banks; have money || not loan so much money to the East as m4 
to lend; and perhaps we shall all have the | thinks. Paupers do not ordinarily loan larce 
benelit of it. | sums of money to capitalists. There is some 
Now, take this circulation, and not come || mistake somewhere in this argument. I will 
not undertake to say how the factis. I have 
not taken a count of the money of the Weg 
for a long time; I never did; nor of the East 
I ask you, Mr. President, to allow this ex. 


in the larger commercial sections of the country 
were brought to our States, and we capitalists |, 
of the South or capitalists of the extreme West |} periment to be made. Extend the privilege 
have not had a fair chance to invest our money |; give the right, not to the West, not to th 
in banking institutions.”’ || South; give it to capital; and if the capital 
Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, lam glad to || cannot be found, then you have only your 
hear the honorable Senator from Massachu- } present banking circulation. ‘here is no dis. 
setts [Mr. WiLson | say that he has come to the || turbance, no derangement anywhere; nobody 
conclusion to vote for this bill that is reported || is wronged ; but if it should happen that there 
by the committee, and even to assent to the || is a little additional capital that would like to 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Indi- || be employed in banking and to go outside of 
ana, |Mr. Morron.] I was glad to hear him |; Massachusetts or New York, go even to the 
say in the outset that the present distribution || West or the South, doubtless they will be glad 
of banking capital and honliinn facilities in the || to have the privilege of doing so; and will it 
injure the country to let them do so? 
Mr. President, I have heard another proposi- 
|| tion stated here to-day that I do not quite 
believe in. It is that before the war com- 
} menced, before your present banking system 
|| was adopted, the middle States and the New 
|| England States had a banking system of their 
|| own of rare and precious value ; and contrasted 
ask of him and the representatives from his || with that I have heard Senators on this floor 
to-day say that the present national bank sys- 
tem was the worst that ever was contrived. | 


that it could not be defended. If that is his 
real conviction, and if he has come to the con- 





pending, and if he really thinks, as he said 
some time ago, that even these propositions are 
not right and that banking ought to be free, | 
then | for one have but one other favor to 


| 
and that is that they will do these little acts of 
justice without twitting us. | do not believe either of these propositions. | 
Mr. President, so far as I know and so far || believe you had some pretty good banks in 
as I have listened to this debate—and I think 1 New England before the war commenced; | 
I have been a pretty attentive listener—I have || believe they had some pretty good banks in 
he South or the West brag || New York; but your banking system in New 
! England and your banking system in ‘New 
got none to brag of. If there is any boasting } York and every other State was radically de- 
about wealth it does not come from the West | fective, because the banks of each one of your 
or from the South; at least I have not heard 1 States were preying upon the banks of every 
| other State, and they were the rivals of the banks 
_of every other State; and not only was that 
| true, but each bank wasthe rival of every other 
bank and was directly interested in breaking 
/up every other bank. The banks of New Eng- 
_land had a direct pecuniary interest, if they 


whether we have got any money to loan or not. 
much better off my neighbors are than I am in | 
and ask you to modify a statute the injustice 


| York. 

| And why? Because the banks of New Eng- 
and can you not do that, and can you not do it || land were banking on personal capital, personal 
| character, and a certain amount of specie ; the 
|| banks of New York were banking on the basis 
| of their bonds; and if the New England 
| banks could shake the credit of the banks of 
can raise $100,000 in all the valley of the Mis- || New York in the confidence of the country 
sissippi to invest in banking. I do not sayit; || they increased the credit of themselves just in 
but we shall not disturb the present financial | that proportion. More than that, it might have 

{| 

| 

| 


| 
| 
| of which cries out against the legislation of the | could, in breaking down the banks of New 


deserve any reproach; if we are rich we will 


condition of the existing banks if that is the || the effect of throwing a large amount of New 
fact. Suppose we have not any capital to be || York bonds on the market, giving them au 
invested, do we wrong Massachusetts, do we | opportunity forinvestment. The banks of New 
wrong New York, if by an amendment of your York were interested to the same extent in prey- 
law you allow the capital of New York and of || ing upon the banks of any other State banking 
Massachusetts to go out into our neighborhoods | on other bonds, because if they could drive 
and engage in the business of banking? Why | those banks to insolvency and throw their 
should a Massachusetts representative or a | securities on the market it increased the credit 
New York representative complain of that? || of the banks of New York and increased the 

A great deal of the bank capital which has || value of the stocks of New York in the market ; 
been employed in the West heretofore has || so they were constantly driving at each other. 
been furnished from the Kast. I have no But under this national system you have banks 
doubt that a great deal which has been em- || with acommon interest resting upon acommon 
ployed in the South has been furnished from 
the Kast. Is it a wrong to the East to allow 
their capitalists to come out there and do our 
banking? I do not know that the Senator 





| 

| 

| basis, and interested to stand by and uphold 

_ each other; not to prey upon each other, not to 

_ devour each other ; because whenever the New 

York banks now drive the institutions in New 
from Massachusetts is not quite right when he | England to insolvency the effect of that 1s to 
says that if you allow new banks to be organ- || throw on the marke: the very securities which 
ized in the West and in the South the money |! underlie the circulation of the New York banks. 
will not circulate in the communities where || They have no interest to do that. They are not 
the banks stand. It may be, as the Senator 
from Massachusetts says, that although the 
money be issued from banks within those local- 


likely to do that. I believe, on the contrary, 
| that this national system, if it was carried out, 
is the best banking system this or any other 
| country ever knew. ue 
had not been my experience, I confess, here- || I admit I do not know that I have said ii 
tofore that we were loaning money to eastern || 
capitalists. The Senator from Massachusetts, || 


1 am afraid, is mistaken on one or the other 


before, but I am glad to say it now, that taken 
in connection with this greenback circulation 
I consider the two to be as fallacious a system 
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ff paper circulation as ever was contrived, It 
js utter y astounding that statesmen, that finan- 
ciers, that legislators cannot agree to abolish 
one or the other of these kinds of cireulation— 
her to get out of the way your legal tenders 
or your bank notes. To divide the profits of 
e business of circulating paper between these 
vo systems seems to meto be a most fallacious 
aud a most mistaken policy. If legal tenders 
re the best circulation, the banks should get 
ut of the way and allow the Government to 
ssue them. If, on the contrary, bank p: aper 
nvertible into specie is the best circul: ation, 
then your legal tenders should be withdrawn 
st as soon as they can from the market and 
ow capital to take their place. But as itis, 
ere are banks circulating $300,000,000 of 
iper, and to that extent imposing burdens 
upon the people, and here is the Government 
irculating three hundred and fifty or three 
hundred and seventy million doilars of paper, 
ind that legal tender, which relieves the banks 
from all sort of responsibility, so that the peo- 
le get no advantage from the responsibility 
if the banks. If this legal-tender paper was 
ut of the way the banks would be obliged to 
furnish the specie for the business of the country 
at par. Being in the way it is, it costs twenty 
per cent. and from that to forty per cent. to 
getthisspecie. Sothe people between these two 
systems are circumstanced precisely as Christ 
was on the Cross: they are crucified between 
two thieves; crucified between two systems of 
banking, the one of which neutralizes all the 
advantages of the other system. We could live 
wiih either were the other away, but having 
them both [ do not wonder that the people 
groan. 

Mr. President, let me make one more re- 
mark in reply to my friend from Massachu- 
setis. He stands here to tell the country that 
the idea that we can circulate in this country 

ix or seven hundred million dollars of paper 
‘onvertible into specie is, in his strong lan- 
guage, the most foolish idea that ever was 
uttered, Sir, we are doing that thing to-day. 
Weare circulating nearly seven hundred mil- 
lion dollars of paper to-day, and we are paying 
Does any man deny that? But the 
Senator says that this paper is not convertible 
nto specie at par. He never saw the time 

vhen a paper circulation was convertible into 
spe cle at par. So much of itas was necess: ry 

x the use of the commerce of the country 

us convertible. ‘That is all that he ever saw 
in the best state of banking in the world; but 
what I say is that the specie debt of the country 
is paid to-day; whatever real demands busi- 
ness has on specie are met in specie to-day 
and have been allalong. Itis true it costs 
business some twenty or thirty per cent. to 
get that specie. The banks | say would fur- 
nish it at par, if you put that responsibility 
upon.them, and take your legal tenders out 
of the way. I say capital could furnish it just 
4s well as it is furnished now, and furnish it 
easier, at par. Capital makes nothing out 
of this twenty per cent. premium that you and 
[ know of. Sometimes it may make some- 
thing, but again itloses. Thatis made or lost 
mainly by those gentlemen who influence and 
regulate and control that price—the very 
smart, sharp, active, intelligent constituents 
of my friend, the Senator from New York—— 

Mr. CONKLING. Mainly in Boston. 

Mr. HOWE. Orin Boston. Do I do Bos- 
ton injustice? [Laughter.] I hope not. I 
had not the slightest intention of the kind. 

Mr. President, I am one of those men who 
are so excessively foolish as to believe with all 
my might and mind and strength that if the 
Government will get out of the way with that 

paper which you declare to be a legal tender 
for all private debts and almost all public debts 
then the capital of the country can supply the 

usiness of the country witha paper cire ulation, 
1 think, as voluminous as it is to-day, but cer- 
tainly as voluminous as legitimate business 
wants, and expansive, not fixed in volume; 
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and furnish it at all times convertible into coin 
and at par so faras the business of the country 
needs to be supplied. I think so, and | have 
said so heretofore, and I do not propose to 
reargue that point. I got up to repel the idea 
that the West ought to be reproached either 
for its present or its past financial condition 
simply because we ask that you will correct 
what every man who has turned his attention 
to the subject, my friend from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Witson] among the loudest, proclaims 
to be a gross wrong. 

I know it has been several times said on this 
floor that we are complaining of the East and 
of the middle States. Why, sir, I have so often 
as I have said anything on this subject—which 
has been much too often—disclaimed over and 
over again any disposition to complain of the 
Kast or of the North. I have made no com- 
plaint of them. By way of repelling what they 
seem to think are the complaints of the West 
[ have repeatedly heard something said here 
about the extraordinary patriotism and liberal- 
ity manifested by the Hast and the North during 
the war. Well, Mr. President, I do not stand 
here to dissent from anything that the most 
enthusiastic lover of the Kast or the North can 
say about their patriotism during the war. Too 
much cannot be said in praise of it, unless they 
should unfortunately go to the point of attempt- 
ing to contrast the patriotism of the North or 
the Kast with the patriotism of the West. If 
any such contrast as that is attempted to be 
stated the West may have something to say as 
to the result of that issue. | hope that will not 
be attempted. These sections of our common 
country, Almighty God be praised for the fact, 
are not to be reproached with any want of 
patriotism. ‘The East and the North and the 
West kept back nothing of all they had. Who- 
soever had money gave money ; whosoever had 
bread gave bread ; whosoever had neither had 
viood, and gave it with as much freedom as any 
man gave his money or gave his bread. Let 
this fact be remembered to the common glory 
of all the sections of that portion of our coun- 
try which was called to carry the flag through 
the late war. 

Mr. SAWYER. Mr. President, I wish to 
say one word in reply to the remarks that fell 
from the lips of the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts in reference to the capital of the 
South. I am quite aware that there is a defi- 
ciency of capital there when we make a compar- 
ison with other sections of thecountry; butitis 
also true that there is a large amount of capital 
there that seeks investment in this peculiar 
form, and [ have for months been trying to get 
from the Comptroller of the Currency currency 
for which the bonds had been deposited more 
than two years, for banks in the city where I 
reside, unsuccessfully trying to get that cur 
rency. 1 know of several instances in which 
southern banks have made demands for the cur- 
rency which belongs to them, for the ninety per 
cent. which belongs to them on their deposits 
of bonds, and they have failed to secure it. 
More than that, | know of a case in my own 
State where a bank has gone to New York and 
bought the privilege of the circulation ofa bank 
there and paid five or six per cent. for jt. 

One word in reference to what tae Senator 
remarks in reference to the weakness of most 
banks in the South. Now, let me say for the 
information of that gentleman, that there is no 
State in the United States, not excepting the 
State of my birth and of his residence, which 
he cannot honor more than I do, there is no 
State in the United States that before the war 
had asounderand more solid system of barfking 
than the State of South Carolina, and that at 
some times when the banks of the rest of the Uni- 
ted States suspended specie payments the banks 
of the city of Charleston did not close their 
doors to him who asked gold tor their notes. 

More; let me tell that Senator that at this 
moment, notwithstanding the folly of the direct 
ors of some of those banks in sinking so large 

proportion of their capital in the cause of 
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the rebellion, they exist to-day, having paid 
every dollar of their notes, and baning more 
than twenty-five per cent. of their old capital 
untouched and waiting to be invested in na- 
tional bank circulation. The banking capital 
of the city of Charleston before the war was 
$14,000,000, and more than nine ty per cent. 
of it was owned there and not owned in the 
North and East. ‘hat circulation flowed, 
under the general laws which govern the flow 
of circulation, wherever it was demanded, as 
we know that the national bank circulation we 
shall have the privilege of issuing from that 
State hereafter will flow. We know that nothing 
but the laws of trade will govern this flow ot 
circulation; but what we ask and what we 
expect to gain by the passage of this bill, 
any bill which shall remove the unequal con- 
dition of things now existing, is that the same 
privilege of issue, the same privilege of reap- 
ing profit from that kind of investment of 
capital, shall belong to one section of the Union 
as to another. We do not ask it because we 
are in the South or in the West, but we ask it 
simply because when the Government has 
assumed control over this peculiar interest it 
is bound to distribute its advantages as impar- 
tially as possible. 

| have no disposition to allude to what has 
been said here in reference to the patriotism 
of the Kast; I have too often said thet 1 yield to 
it all the praise, and that great praise, to which it 
is entitled. I do not object, as the Senator from 
New Hampshire seems to think, and the South 
does not object to having the amendment ot 
the ehairman of the committee allowing the 
removal of banks attached tothe bill. I de 
not object to the passage of that amendment, 
which will allow the removal of banks from 
any of those States having an excess of circu 
latien into those having a deficiency o 
culation. On the other hand I taink it a wise 
provision. ‘The only reason, if there be a good 
reason, for the postponeme otof the time when 
that provision shall go into operation for six 
months is that itis but fair that the capital 
which is in the States of the West and the 
South should have the first chance to take up 
this circulation ; and yet I do not consider ita 
matter of much moment. I shall welcome, 
and I have no doubt that every man in the 
West and South who knows the business inter- 
ests of his section will welcome every dollar of 
capital which the New England capitalists shall 
send there, whether it come brought by the 
individual, sent there for private investment, 
sent there to invest in banks which are man- 
aged by the people there themselves, or sent 
there with the franchise of a national bank, 
with its president and board of directors moving 
there to manage it. I will welcome them all, 
because the more of New England and northern 
capital we can draw there the more likely are 
our resources to be developed. That is what 
L look to for the resuscitation and regeneration 
of the industrial interests of the South. 

But the Senator from Massachusetts seems 
to have forgotten what great strides have been 
taken in resoring the wealth of the South. 
The old times when the planter was in the habi t 
of investing all the proceeds of his year’s 
crop in negroes to plant a larger crop the next 
year, and when he went in debt in the spring 
to put his crop in the ground and borrowe d that 
money of northern capitalist s, have gone by. 
‘There i 18 no such outlet for capite al. Men are 
planting less in quantity, and cultivating mo: 
thoroughly, and in every way improving ; and 
the result is that the banks in my State, and | 
presume itis true of the other States South and 
alsointhe West, have had for the last two years 
larger deposits lying idle than ever existed 
those banks since their organization.  Lher 
are country banks, banks doing no business ot 
issue, which have had a larger deposit at any 
time in the last two years than ever before. 
Chis capital is lying there waiting to be em- 
ployed and we ask for it the same privileges 
that capital enjoys in ot her sections of the 
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country, and we do not think that it is wrong 
to ask that at the same time that we are look- 
ing for that circulation which is necessary to 
do the business of the people. 

if the circulation which is now at present 
issued from certain States having an excess 
of circulation were necessary to their legiti- 
mate operations it would be quite another ques- 
tion: but as has been so often remarked here 
the flow of that money is from those centers out 
into all parts of the country except at certain 
seasons of the year. We know that at certain 
easons of the year the tendency of money is 
toward the money centers ; at certain other sea- 
ons of the year it is in an opposite direction. 
‘There is a regular ebb and tlow of the tide of 
money, and this is regulated by natural law ; 
but that gives no particular ground for main- 
taining the position that the money should all 
be issued from one point. Before the war, 
when we had a system of State banks, they 
were scattered all over the country and came 
up wherever they were demanded. It brought 
no hardship upon anybody but themselves. 
ihe system as it now exists, as has been said 
bythe honorable Senator from Massachusetts, 
is one which can be defended on no ground 
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Mr. CONKLING. On which amendment ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On the 
amendment as amended. 

Mr. CONKLING. May we hear it read ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, 
read by the Secretary. 

The Secretary read the amendment as 
amended ; which was to insert as an additional 
section the following : 

And bett further enacted, That after the expiration 
of six months from the passage of this act any bank- 
ing association located in any State having more than 
its proportion of circulation may be removed to any 
State having less than its proportion of circulation, 
under such rules and regulations as the Comptroller 
of the Currency, with the approval of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, may require: Provided, That the 
amount of the issue of said banks shall not be 
deducted from the amount of new issue provided for 
in this act. 

Mr. CONKLING. I should like to make 
an inquiry of the honorable chairman of the 
Committee on Finance. The banks which 


shall remove, if any do, from one State to || 
| another are not to be charged to the account 


of the deficient States; in other words, the 
$45,000,000 of newly allotted currency is not 
to be debited with the amount of capital of 


It will be | 


| four, I believe. 


Am I right in that ? || 





A *) 


1870. 


Suppose a State has now 351.000.0000 
culation. Suppose that its fair pronom 

under the law is $4,000,000. Its share of «4. how? 
$45,000,000 is first allotted toit. Supnoce:, Mr. CAL 


he 
to tne 


“1 OOOO" 


ot nce 


») 


share is $2,000,000, thus bringing . ite shar 
$3,000,000, because the apportionne, t Mr. CON 
$45,000,000 cannot make any State go, d { et 

has now a deficit. There is still $1 go, tr. CAI 
deficit in that State. That may be suppjjed Wir, COD 
the voluntary transfer of banks from x; has bee 
having an excess to this State, but only to » hig debate 
up the $4,000,000. When they re: on was ju 
$4,000,000, which is their full share, ejthe. Why? Be 
the application of a portion of the $45,090) «, ncertain, 


or by the voluntary transfer of banks. 
moment the process ceases. Nor ean | was one 0} 
banks be withdrawn from any States exes, nogsible te 
1 am not now certain that a, nment 1 
other than four States have more than th. ¢ Provide 


LOely 
allotted portion ; but their excess is go ereat shan an Q] 


sonora 
e hon 





| amounting to over eighty million dollars, tha; “ion. Ho 
a small portion of that distributed would eqya). ature for 
ize the currency. Perhaps I could not make fthis am 
it plainer than by this illustration. me {Mr. | 
Mr. CONKLING. The statement of ¢) Comptrol 
Senator is entirely clear. It consists of two Mr. SH 


propositions, with one of which I agree: tha: Secretary 


bud 


but that of actual necessity. It may havebeen || Air. SHERMAN. As a matter of course |} isthe one which I attempted a moment ago to Mr. CC 
° v . . “— «© ° ? ° ° > . . . - 
necessary that it should arise in this way; it | under this third section no bank could be re- |) state, to wit, that regardless of the transfer that by. 


of banks from one State toanother $45,000,000 


moved from a State having less than its pro- 
| portion now, nor could it be removed to a State || were to be distributed absolutely to deticien: 
having more than its proportion under the || States; and that then, beside that, independ. 
_ existing law afterward. || ent of that, not affecting that, such transfer 
Mr. CONKLING. That is not at all the || may take place as the option of the parties 
point of my question. The question is this: || shall suggest of banks now resident in Stat; 
if removal shall take place from one State to || which are in excess to States which are now t what t 
another, which latter State is now deficient in || deficientincirculation. here can be no dou) happene 
circulation, will that State be debited at all as || whatever that is the effect of this proposition. f ascer 


may have been necessary that for a time it 
should stand in this way; but it cannot be 
necessary in a great country like ours that a 
system which is so partial in its operation, 
which is so oppressive to one section of the 
country and so profitable to another section, 
should remain in thisunbalanced and unequal 
eondition, 


Mr. CORBETT. IL simply wish to ask the | 


Senators 


nd aon 


lamper ( 
easion. 
n suppe 


eretional 


chairman of the committee to accept one word 
as an amendment. 


Mr. SHERMAN, 


There is an amendment 


| to the $45,000,000 in consequence of the re- 


moval which I suppose ? 


Mr. SHERMAN. Ithink it would be. In 


Mr. HOWE. Which will then be deticiey 
Mr. CONKLING. ‘The honorable Senato; 
from Wisconsin says ‘‘ which will then be det 


Qregon 
troller O 


Qhio sa 


pending. I ask for a vote on that amendment. ‘the first place the $45,000,000 is distributed | cient.’’ Yes, I beg him to remember, which the Seer 

Mr. CORBETT, Can it not be modified by || by direct apportionment to each State, to those || will be deficient at that instant of time whe: that tim 
the insertion of the word [ propose? In line || States having less than their proportion, and || this provision shall speak, to wit, at the end | only 
ix, before the word ** banking,’’ I should like || that $45,000,000 must first be exhausted by the || of six months. I am aware there is a six uncertal 
to insert the word ‘*such,’’ if the chairman | apportionment. Then as a matter of course, || months postponement here, and I am speak vision, 1 
vill agree to it to make good the deficiency, subsequently these || ing as of the time when the act itself will utter tion. 1 

Ir. SHERMAN, TI have no objection to || transfers;can be made. Atthe end of every || its voice. Now, speaking of that time, [ hay ynstral 
that except that itis not now in order and can- || month the Comptroller of the Currency will be || stated, and I do not wish to restate, the obviou simply § 
not be considered until the pending amend: || able to state precisely whether a State is in || effect of this proposition. and the 
ment is disposed of. excess of its proportion or is deficient. I do Let me come to the other statement o: ase a 

Mr. FOWLER, I do not propose to diseuss | not know that I precisely comprehended the || branch of statementwhich the Senator mak yy the 
the gereral question here where everybody, || honorable Senator. '| He says whenever the allotment of $45,000,000 reach ¢ 
of course, is a financier ; and neitherdol pro- || Mr. CONKLING. Let me state the effect || and the transfers of banks together shall bring the pr 


can be 
upon W 
with th 
have h 


any State up to equality of circulation th 
| operation of this amendment will cease. Now, 
1 beg some Senator to tell me, in the face o! 
| the amendment, from what language that re- 


pose to defend my consistency. I said I be- || of the amendment as I understand it, and see | 
lieved this banking system was pernicious. || whether the Senator will differ or agree with 
Uhe Senator from Massachusetts agrees with || me. lorty-five million dollars of circulation 
me that it is a pernicious system. Another || is to be allotted at all events to those States 


Senator, although he does not use the same | now deficient. || sult is to follow? I ask the Secretary to read the qu 
anguage, says that by it our people are being | Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. And then || the amendment again, or to give it to me it remov 
crucified between two thieves—a much stronger || $20,000,000 more. !| the page will bring it to me. determ 
expression than I made use of. I believe in |} Mr. CONKLING. I will come to that pres- || Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have execut 
the truth of that. Nevertheless | propose to || ently. But $45,000,000 is to be allotted abso- || read. object 
vote for the bill for this reason: our people || lutely dependent upon no contingency what- || Mr. CONKLING. Let it be read. tion. 

believe this system is useful, because where an | ever to States now deficient. That is on part The Secretary read as follows: Mr. 


reply ; 


individual has $100,000 in capital, and he - Se 
indefi 


invests it in United States bonds, he is able to 
draw six percent. in gold on those bonds; and | 


of the bill. In addition to that banks may be 
transplanted from States having now an excess 
to States- having now a deficit of currency, 


And be it further enacted, That after the expira 
tion of six months from the passage of this act any 
banking association located in any State having tion 
more than its proportion of circulation may be rr 





1 

then, in addition to this six per cent., if he | and when such transplantation shall take place || moved to any Stato having less than its proportion time » 
invests it in bank stock he gets ninety per cent. || no credit or debit is to be made as to the | of circulation, under such rules and regulations as Depa 
more; that is, doubles his capital on which he || $45,000,000; but that is still, absolutely and || the Comptroller of the Currency, with the approval cisely 
i . , 6 . . of the Secretary of the Treasury, may require: /’r sorte. 
draws not only six, but ten, twelve, or fifteen || nevertheless, to be allotted to States now defi- || sided, That the amount of the issue of said bank: certal 
per cent. in addition. The reason why those || cient. Can there be any doubt or difference || shall not be deducted from the amount of the new Unde 
who intend to bank want this system is that || of opinion as to that being the effect of the || issue provided for in this act. and | 
they not only get interest in gold on the capi- /amendment? A member of the Committee on || Mr. CONKLING. Now, Mr. President, | some 
tal that they already have, but they double that || Finance before me, the Senator from Oregon, || should like to know, referring to the two dis fair € 
capital, where you and I and other people have || [Mr. Wii114Ms,] says] amright. I think there || tributions which have taken place, one based the s 
no Opportunity of doubling our capital what- || can be no doubt about that. Indeed, I put the || upon population and one based upon business one 
ever. lor this reason they want this system. | inquiry as preliminary to this question, which || resources, how it can be affirmed that at any curr 
i‘he community there generally want the sys- || seenfed to me to edmit of more doubt and to || time which can be defined in expectation now latio 
tem, and I am very willing that they should || be more appropriately the subject of considera- || this right of transfer will cease. It may take tribu 
have it. Although I believe this bill is fasten- || tion. The effect being as I have stated, trans- || place from any State which is in excess to avy taint 
ing a most dangerous and most pernicious sys- || fers are to go onto what extent? Until equali- || State which is deficient. Ons 
tem upon the country I shall nevertheless vote | zation takes place between States technically in Mr. CARPENTER. At the time. — ‘ orig) 
for it for that reason. That is all I desire to || excess and States however slightly deficient? Mr. CONKLING. Undoubtedly; that I do elem 
say. | Not at all; but stop there—— not forget. Now, will the honorable Senator tion 

lhe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ax- || Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator will now || who helped me with that suggestion explain get 
THONY in the chair.) The question now is on | allow me to illustrate it by figures and an illus- || this to me: by what standard is that deficiency past 
the amendment. to ptevail or to be absent? Is it to be in refer 


tration he will see whether he and I agree. 








the { =] 000,000 or ne sec ond 

00.000, or both taken together; and if 

we CARPENTER. Whenevera State has 
: share it cannot have any more. 

Wr, CONKLING. Any State has its share ; 


iv. PENTER. In any way. 

ur. CONKLING. Exactly; in any way. 
sia here over and over again in 
lebate that whether the second distribu- 
just or not could never be determined. 


been 


Because it was based on elements so 
so complex, so invisible—I think 
rable Senator before me [ Mr. Howe] 

ne of those who sO argued—it was im- 
ssible to tell at any time whether the appor- 
true or whether the city 
Rhodé Island, had more or less 


yriate share under this distribu- 


riain, 
( \ 


} 
ment was false; 





l Le nee, 


an appro} 


How are we going to tell, then, in the 
re for the purpose of having the operation 
s amendment cease? The Senator before 





Mr. WILLIAMS ] 
oll r of the Currency. 
Mr. SHERMAN. With the approval of the 
iry of the Treasury 
Mr. CONKLING. Exactly. 1 
grees I am right, although some 
Se) ators aro ound me have looked very sceptical 

i do now, which is ecaleulated to throw “‘ a 
lamper on a funeral,’’ as was said on another 
‘asion. It seems by degrees that I am right 
supposing that this is pretty much a dis- 
ionary matter. ‘hese transfers are to cease 
» Ata time when something has 
ppened which Senators say there is no mode 
f ascertaining; and then the Senator from 
n says that the discretion of the Comp- 
f the Currency, and the Senator of 
aided by the higher discretion of 
» Secretary of the Treasury, is to determine 
t time. 


on ly eall at 


yt 


ta iinty, 


says that is left to the 


nt 
{ ' A 





ye 


hen, it seems 


vy de 


vhat time: 


()rae 


ouer O 


Ohio says 


tention to it to show that entire 
entire laxity of result and of pro- 
on, is one of the elements of this 
hat is one of the reasons 
‘ained to vote 

} 


nply a distribut 


proposi- 
why | feel 
against it. If it were 
ion in relation to population, 
{the provision was that this transfer should 
soon as the amount of currency tested 
ythe number of people in a State should 
ach a certain point, we should stand upon 
the proposition of law that that 7 certain which 
‘an be rendered certain; and that is a place 
on which you may always stand. But now, 
with the two modes of distribution which we 
have had already, I repeat that substantially 
he question whether any given bank is to 
remove from one State to another is to be 
letermined in the future by the discretion of an 
executive officer. That, I think, adds to the 
objection and the danger of proposi- 
tion. 
Mr. SAWYER. I wish to say one word in 
ply to the Senator from New York as to the 
idefiniteness which will attend this distribu 
on I ask that Senator if at the present 
time there is not established in the Treasury 
Department some mode of ascertai ining pre- 
cisely the element which it is desirable to ¢ 
certain to make this distribution properly? 
Undoubtedly the Secretary of the Treasu ry 
and the Comptroller of the Currency have 
some mode of reaching what they consider a 


1cA ag 
4 «i 


such a 


‘ 


q.- 


} 
‘ 


air estimate of the business and resources of 


the several se etions, 


one who on. a 


for they will give to any 
tatement of how much 
urrency each State is : entitle d to under popu- 
lation and under the other element of 
tribution. Now, if this element of uncer- 
objection to this amendment it is 
one which obtains just as forcibly against the 
riginal bank act, and our adoption of this 
element in this amendment is no new objec- 
tion to the bill. We shall be just as likely to 
were in the 


dis- 


t 


Linty is an 


get a just distribution now as we 
past. 
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Mr. CONKLING. Well, Mr. President. if 


the honorable Se nator rose ‘Tor the I urpose of 


faint praise he 


damning this amendment with 
l. Senators here have 


has been very 


successtul. 


over and over again denounced the second - 
tribution; and when a suggestion was mad 
that in the case of New York the distribution 


t 
in fact was according to the law, 
New York was not diminished at 
said many Senators, the law its 


rage; it 


the guilt ot 
ull ° be cause, 
lf was an out- 
Was iniquitous, and iniquitous among 
other reasons because the execution of it was 
wholly uncertain; nobody could tell what the 
true basis of the distribution was upon such a 
provision. Therefore, when ‘honorable 
Senator says that this amendment is only as 
bad as the other ee has been described 
to be I do not feel called upon to differ with 
him ; because, as I oak it is only an indirect 
way of denouncing and stigmatizing that. 

Mr. CORBETT. I simply wish to say that 
I suppose this proposition is merely intended 
as a temporary measure for the redistribution 
e $45,006,000, and to give to those banks 
which choose to do so liberty to remove into 
the southern States until the new apportion- 
ment, which the ection of the bill pro- 
vides shall be made as soon as possible, based 
upon the census of 1870. 
soon as 


} 
the 


a 
of th 


first 


Consequently, as 
that redistribution aceording to that 
made this and there is very 
little probability of many of these banks being 
removed before that. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
Oregon 


census is ceases, 


the Senator from 
the difficulty in 
which is this: when this redistribu- 
tion be suppose the Comp- 
troller of the Currency has allowed bunks to 
be transferred to produce equality upon the 
theory of the present basis of distribution, to 
wit, commercial resources as distinguished 
from population, then how is itto be? When 
the redistribution are the banks that 
have been transferred to be found in excess if 
population them to be so; or are they 
to be found properly within the scope of this 
provision if resources, and popula- 


Now 
illustrates very well 
my mind, 


comes to made, 


comes 
1 
shows 


busine SS, 


tion borne together shall show them to be 
properly where they are 
Mr. CORBETT. 1 understand upon that 


redistribution there will be some general rule 
adopted by which there will be age ee redis- 
tribution of the entire capital of the national 
banks. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will those banks that 
have moved in the mean time according to the 
present distribution be found where they should 


be or where they should not be; or will it be 
entirely accidental which way they will be 
found? That is the question. 

Mr. CORBETT. ‘They will be found 
course where they will be located, and they 


will be taken into the account with all the other 
banks, wherever located, in the redistribution 
according to the general rule. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I wish to ask the Senator 
from New York aquestion. Under the opera- 
tion of this section can any bank legally move 
except in compliance with the r requirements of 
and by virtue of the section if it 
should become alaw? Lapprehend not. That 
any banking association may be located i 
another State and removed froma State having 
an excess of circulation, and that such removal 
may be effected under the operation of this 
section if it become a law [ apprehend there 
can be no question; but I apprehend, also, 

ider the operation of the section, when a suf- 
ficient number of banks shall have removed so 
as to reduce the circulation of the State within 
its proper limit and give it only what it is enti- 


the section 





tled to the law will again apply to preclude the 
removal of any further circulation from that 
State. 

here is also another clause of this ‘tion: 
‘Sunder such rules and reculations as the 


C ine troller of the Currency may prescribe,”’ 


or ‘‘ the Secretary of the Treasury ”’ as the case 
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may be, and upon the question of resources as 
de termining the measure ol rene and the 
population, | ipprehe ad t he mptroller and 
the Se ( Vv will pres ibe rules a d tla 
Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, ther: 

some contusion about the construe i 
amendment, growing out of the fac ut t 
body of the amendment is taken from an old 
bill which provided for the redisti ( 
$30,000,000 of currency from the East to the 


West and only contemplated $ 
currency altogether. ‘he word ** proportion 
as used in this amendment referred to the pro 
portion of each State under the distribut on of 
$150,000,000 according to population, 
this amendment has been taken bodily from an 
old bill which did not contemplate any addit 

to the currency, and has been applic 
which contemplates an addition 


PUP COI OOO) af 


i toa bill 


ot “4 » OOO 000 





or $65,000,000, as the case may | It ther 
becomes a question of construction to how 
far this division contemplated in the first 1 
of the first $150,000,000 is to extend. 


Now, i 
we get under this bill to be counted as a part of 
the proportion we are entitled to under the first 
bill, according to population, 
our proportion of 3150,000.000 ° | 
equitable construction will be, when you 
these two amendments toge ather, that if tl 
bill allows $45,000,000 of additional curren 
that $45,000,000 of additional eurreney will L be 
added to the S150,000,000 provide 1 for in the 
first bill that was to be distributed according to 
population ; and then there will be $195,000,000 
altogether to be distributed according to popu 
lation, and banks may be removed from the 
States then having an excess to States tl are 
lac king their proportion up to the que 
distribution under the $195,000,000, 


is this $45,000,000 or $65,000,000 that 


vhich gives 


us, 


th nk the 


‘ 


1a 
stion oo} 
Ihe confusion arises from the fa 


t that this 
amendment is | 


bodily from an old 
which did not contemplate 
currency at all, but 
230,000,000 when the whole 
Now we expect to make the 
5.000.000, 


taken 
an addition to 
only a redistribution 

le amount was to be 
= 300, 000 OOO, 
whole amount $36 and we exper 
that the $65,000,000 will be added to the tir 
$150,000,000. That will make $2 
that theSt ill be entitled to a distributic 
of according to population. 

Mr. CONKLING. Suppose it is added to 
the other $150,000,000, what would be 
ference in effect? It would be 

Mr. MORTON. If added to the other 
$150,000,000 it would still 
$ 150,000,000 to be divide 


15,000,000 


ates Ww 


very creat. 


reatrict us ‘ 


“dd according to nopnu 
divided accord 


is of busines 


lation and $215,000,000 to be 
ing to business or the deman¢ 
the opinion of the Comptroller of the‘ 
I think that is the true construction of it. 
fr. BUCKINGHAM. Mr President. [ 
k nothing but vill follow from 


thir 1K 
this amendment if it is adopted. It proposes 
pleasure of the directors of 


surrenc) 


confusion 


to transfer, at the 
a bank, a bank from one section of the country 
to another. Suppose the directors of the lourth 
National Bank in the city of New York propose 
to transfer that institution to Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, what will be the result? It will be the 
Fourth National Bank of New York located in 


he 


Tennessee. Can any possible benefit arise 
from that? It seems to me nothing but con 
fusion. 


But, sir, there is no necessity for this amend- 
ment. ‘The banking business is like other 
businesses in many respects. If there is too 
much banking capital in the city of New York, 


so that the banks are disposed to wind up their 


business, there is no difficulty about it. There 
is no difficulty about winding up a bank in any 
section of the North or the East: nor 1s there 
any difficulty in the capitalists of those banks 
organizing another bank in another section of 
the country. It is as simple and as easy as it 


5 busine sg 
ommence 


is for a mercantile firm to wind up its 


in one section of the country and « 
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operations in another. Therefore there is no 
necessity, no advantage in enacting such a pro- 
vision as this in this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment as amended. 

Mr. CONKLING called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. PRATT. I should like to have the 
amendment reported. 

fhe PRESIDING OFFICER. 
inent will be reported. 

lhe Chief Clerk read as follows: 

And be ut further enacted, That after the expiration 

f six months from the passage of this act any bank- 

ing association located in any State having more than 
its proportion of circulation may be removed to any 
State having less than its proportion of circulation, 
under such rules and regulations as the Comptroller 
of the Currency, with the approval of the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury, may require: Provided, That the 
amount of the issue of such banks shall not be 


deducted from the amount of new issue provided for 
in this act. 


The amend- 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 43, nays 12; as follows: 

¥ EAS—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Brownlow, Cam- 
eron, Carpenter, Casserly, Chandler, Corbett, Davis, 
Drake, Gilbert, Harlan, Harris, Howe, Howell, John 
ston, Kellogg, Lewis, MeCreery, Morton, Osborn, 
Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, 
Ross, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, Sherman. 

Spencer, Stewart, Stockton, Thayer, Tipton, Trum- 

bull, Vickers, Warner, Willey, and Williams—43. 

NAYS—Merssrs.Anthony, Buckingham, Conkling, 

Mdmunds, Fenton, Ferry, McDonald, Morrill ot 

Vermont, Norton, Nye, Sumner, and Wilson—12. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Boreman, Cattell,Cole, Cragin, 
Fowler, Hamilton, Hamlin, Howard, Morrill of 
Maine, Patierson, Sprague, Thurman, and Yates—13. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amend- 
ments previously offered, which were tempo- 
rarily suspended to allow this amendment to 
be considered, are now again before the Senate. 
Phe Seuator from Massachusetts [ Mr. SUMNER] 
moves to strike out the first two sections and 
insert a section in their place; pending which 
the Senator from Indiana | Mr. Morton] pro- 
poses to amend the first section by striking out 
** $45,000,000" and inserting ** $52,000,000." 
The Senator from Michigan { Mr. Cuanp.er] 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CORBETT. I have a verbal amend- 
menttootfer. Inthe sixth line of what was the 
fourth section, before the word ‘ banking,’’ 
| should like the word **such’’ inserted, which 
meets the approval of the chairman of the 
committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection that verbal correction will be made. 
[tis so ordered. The Senator from Michigan 
is now entitled to the floor on the pending 

‘amendment of the Senator from Indiana to 
strike out $45,000,000 and insert $52,000,000. 

Mr. CHANDLER. When I obtained the 
floor it was not for the purpose of making a 
speech, but in order to move an amendment 
to the amendment as to the amount. 

Che VICE PRESIDENT, 
order. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Then, sir, I meve that 
instead of $52,000,000, $100,000,000 be in- 


by the committee. This amendment if adopted 
will require a still further amendment, for | 
do not propose to increase the amount of cir- 
culation one single dollar. It will require 
another amendment authorizing the funding 


That is now in | 


Mr. SUMNER. I would ask my friend in 
what that differs from my proposition except 
intheamount? My proposition 1s $200,000,000. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The difference is not 
material. The effect is substantially the same. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator proposes the 
withdrawal of a greenback for every bank note 
issued ? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Every one. 

Mr. SUMNER. There is salvation in that. 
There is specie payment in it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Of course there is sal- 
vation init; that iswhylofferit. Should this 
amendment be adopted this $100,000,000 
under the provisions of the bill of the Senator 
from Ohio will very nearly equalize the amount 
of circulation of the national banks. Of course, 
as I said before, if this is adopted I shall then 
propose another amendment, authorizing the 


funding of $55,000,000 and the withdrawal | 


of that amount of greenbaeks from circulation. 

Mr. President, much has been said in the 
course of this debate about the injustice of the 
present distribution of national dank circula- 
tion, and there is a good deal of force in it; 
and yet both sides have a good argument. 
Senators from the eastern States, where the 
large surplus exists, state but the simple fact 
when they say that they have the national faith 
pledged that that currency shall remain in their 
hands, and I do not propose to disturb it to the 
amount of a single dollar. Banking, like any 
other business, will regulate itself. Banks in 
Connecticut, in Massachusetts, and in Rhode 
Island are enabled now to do a profitable 
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| gold for the last twelve months, it wa 


| certificate proposition did increase the cir 
| lation by the amount of exactly $45,000,999 
| without its being understood. 
_ the banks that were compelled to keep a gi 
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nor less: borrowing by the United « 
$45,000,000 at three per cent. in curre; 
instead of borrowing $45,000,000 at 7 


. : ; at Six per 
cent. in gold. ‘Taking the average y ' 


ral le of 
“ 8 & say 
ing tothe Treasury of the United States . 
five per cent., or over two million dollars 8 
year in interest. 
But, sir, there was a fraud in it, neverthelec. 
We could not have carried through a measy, 
increasing the amount of circulation to 


' 


extent of $45,000,000; and this three per cen 


In other words, 


ver 


| amount of lawful money of the United Stare, 


— 


banking business because there is a vacuum in | 


the West and in the South for their circulation. 
Close up that vacuum by authorizing a sufli- 


cient number of banks in the western and | 
southern States and banking in Massachusetts, | 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut, and other | 
States where they have more than they require, || 


will cease to be profitable, and the surplus banks 


there will be wound up because they are not || 
, profitable. 


I do not propose by legal enactment to take 
«a single dollar from any one of the eastern 
States; nor do | consider it fair or honorable 
or just to do it; but I do propose to permit 
the western and the southern States to take 
this amount of $100,000,000 first, and when 
that $100,000,000 is taken 1 shall then adopt 
the proposition of my friend from Connecti- 
cut and make it unlimited up to the last dollar 
of Government circulation that we have; and 
when that is done, we have specie payments 
immediately and without legislation. Under 


‘the present law, as is well known to every 
individual on this floor, the banks are com- | 
' pelled to keep a given amount of lawful money 


of the United States in reserve. All deposit 
banks must keep twenty-five per cent., I think, 
upon their capital and their circulation. Am 
I right. [ ask the chairman of the Finance 


| Committee? 


of $55,000,000 of greenbacks now in circu: | 


lation. The simple effect of my proposition, 


it adopted, will be to keep the circulation to | 


a dollar where it is. If no new banks are 
started no greenbacks are withdrawn, and if 
banks are started anywhere, then an amount 
of greenbacks must be withdrawn equal to the 
amount of national bank bills put in circula- 
tion; or in other words, should the whole 
3100,000,000 be taken it will bring us just 


>100,000,000 nearer to specie payments than | 


we are to-day, there being just $100,000,000 
less ef national circulation ; and in the mean- 


time the amountof currency will not be changed | 


in the slightest degree. 


| 


/ on their deposits and circulation. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Upon their deposits and 


| circulation. 
serted in place of the $45,000,000 proposed | 


Mr. CHANDLER. I stand corrected; it is 
They are 


compelled to keep on hand in lawful money 


_of the United States one fourth of the whole 


amount of their deposits and circulation. Re- 
duce your legal-tender lawful money be low 
that amount and they are compelled to put in 
gold in place of legal-tenders as at present ; 
and this process if carried out will bring you to 
specie payments without a single enactment on 


| the part of Congress, because as they are com- 
| pelled to substitute gold for legal-tenders gold 


and legal-tenders immediately approximate to 
each other and very soon become of the same 
value. 

Much fault has been found with these three 
per cent. certificates. It has been said in the 
course of this debate that the issue of them 
was a bonus, and an unjust bonus, to the city 
banks over the country banks. Why, sir, it is 
no suchthing. It was just this, neither more 


in their vaults as a reserve were authorized 
at the same time to substitute these three no. 
cent. certificates or bonds for legal-tenders . 
and therefore you let loose into circulation j, 
$45,000,000 and increased your circulation ¢, 
that extent. 

Mr. KELLOGG, Is the Senator referriy, 
to the bill reported by the Committee 9, 


| inance ? 


Mr. CHANDLER. No; I am talking oj 
the old law. ‘This proposition leaves it wir) 
the increase in. You do not diminish it by 
the $45,000,000 that the circulation was j 
creased by the issue of these three per cey 
bonds. You have enjoyed the benelit 
you will enjoy the benefit of that increased ¢; 
culation. ‘This bill does not propose to dim 
ish it by that $45,000,000. I propose to give 
you the whole amount, simply substitu 
bank notes for legal-tender notes, and thu 
distribute this $100,000,000 where there is 
deficiency, and there alone. ‘The proposition 
is very specific in this respect, and in my o; 
ion will give to every one of the western au 
southern States every dollar that they will tals 


| within the next twelve months certainly; and 





it 


then after they have got all they can pay | 
they have no right to come in and complai 
that ether States have more than they ar 
entitled to because they have got all they can 
pay for. 

In my judgment, Mr. President, if this 
amendment is adopted the bill will be a sub 
stantial relief to the West and South. It wil) 
be an absolute benefit to the Treasury, having 
brought us $100,000,000 nearer than we we 
before its enactment, and will make the bill ot 
real substantial value. 

With regard to the portion of this bill forthe 
establishment of banks on the gold basis | an 
not disposed to cavil at it, because | do nol 
consider it of the least importance one way or 
the other. Objection is made thatit will enable 
the gold gamblers of New York to establish a 
gold bank. Well, sir, they will establish a 
bank with or without it. My judgment is that 
if they are going to havea gold bank it maya 
well be under the guards and restrictions tha! 
are proposed by this bill as without them. _ 

Then, again, it is said that on the Pacific 
coast they are to be benefited by the passage 
of this portion of the bill. Certainly it will do 
no harm to any other portion of the United 
States, and if it is of any advantage either to 
the Pacific slope or to gold operators in New 
York letthem haveit. I shall vote very cheer 
fully for that clause, although I have nol 
thought there was any real benefit in it. 

With the amendments I have indicated I 
shall vote for the bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, I have 
the honor to be a member of the committee by 
which this bill was reported, and perhaps 
there would be some propriety in my say!'g 


| something in favor of its passage; but I have 
|| been waiting with a view of allowing others | 


express their opinions and with the hope tha 
we should reach a conclusion within a reason- 
able time, and I hope now that the Senate wii! 
determine to have a vote on this bill before the 
adjournment to-day. I do not propose to 
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merits. but I desire to make a single 
heard it said that experience was a dear 
i. but that fools would learn in no other ; 
without meaning to offend anybody, it 

: times appears to me that we here | who ar 
ed to be wise enough to make laws for 
aad not learn even in the school otf 
~yerience. It appears to me that in consid- 
“yg matters of legislation it is quite as wise to 
sid le r what can be done as well as to consider 
ight to be done. Time and again we 
ed here to legislate in reference to the 

-reney, or for the pupose of refuuding tl 
: debt at a lower rate of interest, acting, 
, supposed, in accordance with the wishes 
. pe ople; but as often as we have tried 
ave failed, because some peculiar ideas 
ere worked into the bills which a majority of 
sress would not sanction ; and so they have 
jefeated and nothing or next to nothir 


} 
n aone, 


} 
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en ( ig 
is be 
Now. sir, there is a very great demand among 
people of the South and West for wore 
reulation, and the justice of that demand is 
guized I suppose ‘by every member of Con- 
ess, So strong is that feeling a 
re that one or two bills have passed thi 
iy to despoil the Eastern States of a consid- 
le proportion of their circulation and trans 
force of law without regard to the 
irrents of trade or business, to other sections 
ecountry. ‘lo avoid what appears to me 
) be unjust legislation, legislation that would 
ssarily disturb and prostrate the business 
Last to a considerable extent, the Com- 
ittee on Finance have proposed here to sub- 
stitute for the three per cent. certificates 
{5,000,000 of circulation to distributed 
mong the States now having a deficiency ; and 
rthwith propositions are made to amend this 
| by proposing to withdraw the greenback cir- 
ilation and substitute national bank circula- 
n; a question that will elicit perhaps as much 
iscussion in Congress as any other that can be 
presented. Although | believe in the correct- 
s of that policy, 1 doubt very much whether 
will pass Congress at this session; and if it 
es not, then if that amendment is incorpor- 
ated into this bill, the whole plan is defeated 
ind the South and West lose this circulation. 
Moreover, there is another amendment to 
ind the greenback circulation at this time. 


r it by 


the 


be 


“sy 


Mr. MORTON. That is a part of each 
mendment. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. ‘That is a part of the 


imendment proposed by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, and also of the one propose od 
by the Senator from Michigan. I believe that 
be the correct policy; and whenever the 
me comes—and I may be allowed to say, I 
ippose, that it will come by the action of the 
linance Committee before this body—to dis- 
iss that question, I shall advocate the with- 
lrawal of the greenbacks for the purpose of 
ancellation and the substitution therefor of 
national bank currency. I believe that the 
gitimate, if not the necessary way for this 
country ever to reé¢ ich the resumption of spec ie 
ayments is through the national banking sys- 
tem, notwithstanding it isso much denounced. 
But, sir, I do not propose at this late hour 
if the day and at this time to discuss that 
question. I desire simply to make this sug- 
gestion to the Senators who represent the West 
and South: if you amend this bill by putting 
n controverted questions, by putting into this 
bill amendments which have heretofore been 
rejected by C ongress, and to which there is a 
very strong opposition at the other end of the 
Capitol by, perhaps, a majority of the Repre- 
utatives—I refer particuls arly to the conver- 
ion of the greenback currency into national 
bank notes—if you amend the bill in this way 
the chances are that the bill will be de feated 
and the whole plan of furnishing the West and 
the South with currency will fail. 
Now, sir, let us put this simple proposition 
through Congress to substitute fofhe $45,000, - | 


THE CON 


(GRES 


000 of certificates $45,000,000 of national bank 
currency. There is certainly no particular 
objection to that It may not be a lequate, it 
may not reach all the evils; it may not be so 


comprehensive as the system proposed by the 
Senator from Michigan or the Senator 
Massachusetts : but it is a simple 
to which it seems to me there 
shat al } ° he 
which there oughtto be no 
and it will relieve at 
and South. 


from 
propo ition 
can be no objec 
tion, and upon | 
controversy: this time the 
‘ : - caf \r 
necessities of the West 
' ) 
[ think 


] hat 


that when we can do that witha 
proposition that seems to be too clear { rr con 
troversy, we ought not t » make this act of relief 


rovel rt ed 
questions as to w hether the national bank notes 
shall be the currency of the country or whether 
sreenbacks shall be the currene y of 
try; as to whether 
funded or not. 
hese are great questions that will arise when- 
ever a bill is brought forward for refunding the 
public debt at a lower rate of interest. All 
these questions will be necessarily involved in 
that bill. I would now simply 
who are particularly interested in this 


to depend upon these other great cont 


the coun- 


the greenbacks shall be 


suggest to Sen- 


ators 


matter if it would not be better to let these 
questions go over until that bill comes up for 


consideration, and put through here this lit tle 
bill which is intended for the 1mm«¢ 
the South and West, without incumbering 
it with these numerous amendments. 

Now, sir, | am not particularly interested in 
this matter way or the other. Ido not 
particularly belong to the East or the West or 
the South. I consider myself the property of 
the whole country on this question, and [ try 
to look at it in a fair and impartial manner. | 
believe that the West and South ought to be 
relieved, but I do not believe they ought to be 
relieved by any act of injustice to New Kng- 
land nor the North, and here is a plan for their 
immediate relief which seems to me free from 
every objection, and | hope that they will con- 
clude to stand by this proposition, and that it 
will be adopted by the Senate. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. President, I am 
disposed to favor the funding of the greenbacks 
as well as of the three per cent. certificates, 
and to establish banks upon the bonds which 
shall be issued, taking up those greenbacks 
and certificates; but it seems to me that that 
proposition ought not to be thrust in here, for 
if you are to ti ike up $50,000,000 
or more of the greenbacks now, 


liate relie 


of 


one 


luis reason: 


how are they 


to be funded, at four per cent. or four and a 
half or five or six per cent. ? it is a very im 
portant matter as to how they shall be funded. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Allow me to the 
Senator a question. Will he inform me what 
is the difference betwe en funding greenbacks 
and funding bonds that can be presented any 
day at the ‘Treasury and greenbacks obtained 
for them? It is substantially one and the same 
thing. The holders of the three per cent. 
tificates can go to the Treasury to-day and draw 


ask 


cer- 


the whole $45,000,000 on demand. ‘They are 
nothing but greenbacks now. 
Mr. PATTERSON. Iwas speaking of the 


policy of beginning the work of funding to-day 
wihbow! having established the rate of interest 
to be paid on the new bonds. It seems to me 
that you cannot take up that question until 
you take up question of refunding our 
debt, of placing the whole debt abroad. Shall 
the debt be placed abroad at four per cent., 
or four and a half, or five per cent.? That is 
a great question, and when you begin the work 
of funding the greenbacks we want it based 
upon that per cent. which a be used in 
funding the whol e de bt. If y ku are going ry to 
place your whole debt abroad in bonds it is 
very important that you should fix the rate 
per cent. here upon which your banks shall be 
established, because if your bonds are to be 
taken abroad it will help you very much in 
securing this to send out in the country here 
$700,000,000 of bonds at four per cent. or 
fouranda half percent. Capitalists abroad will 


the 
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| now, 


ss VY } } } 

SAV, Won here thes bond I rood, tor 
5700,000,000 of them have been tak 1 New 
York, Chicago, St. Louis, and other places 
of the United States.’’ That will give them 
currency abroad. Now, it is very important 
that we should not begin the work of funding 
; ; 

the greenvack it hive or six per cent You 


cannot go back on your Therefore 
ttee shall have brought 
& proposition for fixing the whol 


in new bonds, say 
} 


( track. 
wait until the commi in 
abroad 
and a half percent 
I shall be ready it at that time, and I 
inderstand the committee have now 
consideration this very proposition ; and why 


ce debt 
at tour 


to meet 


hall we anticipate it and make ourselves 
trouble and put in the way of this billastum 
bling-block which will defeat it? 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I hope the 


friends of this bill who really desire to afford 
relief to the West and South will not vote for 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Michigan, which is but a reduction in amount 
of the amendmeut proposed by the Senator 
from Massachusetts. I| am satisfied that 
bill which provides for funding $ 
of legal-tender notes that bear no int 
an interest-bearing debt can pass Congress at 
this session, and that the effect will be to post 

pone, as has been done before, the relief which 
the South and West are entitled to. We hav 

now achance of gettingsomething ; $45,000,000 


no 


1 U0 O00 


erest inte 


are not enough. The States of the North 
west will scarcely get anything under the bill 
but I believe if the amount be increased t 


$65,000,000 it will give a sum reasonably suf 
ficient for the West and South, and then th 
bill will give satisfaction. 

We have now a chance of obtaining 
thing that is reasonable, that will perhaps be 
suflicient, but if we now ingraft upon this | 
this other principle of refunding 
retiring them and in their place 
national bank currency under the expectat 
that we are thereby returnip gy to 
ments, that will be a question upon which mem 
bers of Congress differ widely, 
be lost. 

e have the 


Some 


gre enba 
substituting 
ion 
specie pay 
and the bill will 
Let us now secure sometl 


and let 


bing when 
chance, us | ostpon 
time the the q 
whether the greenbacks ought to be funded. | 
differ with the Senator from Michigan and the 
Senator from Massachusetts upon the questio: 
whether that will bring 
I do not propose to discuss that now. Ast 


e until 


some other agiscussionu ol iestion 


us to specie payment 


tae 

Senator trom Oregon has said, let us keep that 
; mah 

question out of the bill. Make this amoun 


$65,000,000, give a reasonable sum for the 
wants of the West and South, and we can con 
sider the other question at some future tims 
Mr. WARNER. I concur most heartily in 
what has been said by the Senator from Lu hi 
ana. Il feel that it is this or nothing What 
we want is a measure of relief now, and as a 
member of the Finance Committee I hav 
consented to this bill as something which | 


thought we might get now. 

While I agree with the principle of the 
amendment of the Senator from Michigan yet 
I would not vote for it now, 


because, openiag 
up as it will tl 


the whole discussion the 
question of funding the greenbacks and sup 
plying their places with the national 
culation, the effect will be to defeat this bill; 
defeat any measure of relief. We want relief 
and this is a little practical measure 
which works injustice to nobody, which open 
up none of those great questions about whic! 
we may differ, and which we may 
days and weeks, and it seems to me it 
to prevail. 

Now, one word as to the 


upon 


bank cir- 


dise 


capital of t 
absorbing this bank circulation. It is said! 
that this « apital must be supplied entirely 


¢ 


the North or the East. I would remind Sen 
ators that there was not in existence enough 
national bank circulat to buy the cotton 
crop of the South this ye ar; that every dollar 


of it would have been required to purchase 
the cotton crop alone of the South. I would 
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remind the Senate and the country that at least 
$50,000,000 of that $300,000,000 of the cotton 
crop ol the South is surplus capital, is profit in 
the hands of the producers of that cotton; so 
rouch added to the wealth of the country over 
and above the expenditure of production. That 
a very moderate estimate. 
Mr. President, this is a measure of political 
wisdom as well as of financial wisdom and 
relief. There is a just cause of complaint here, 
‘+h it is wise in us to remove. While we 
hould be rigid and exact in the requirements 
fall that is proper of the people of the South, 
should be as rigid and exact in extending 
to ‘hem the rights to which they are justly enti- 
iled as members of this Union; and the con- 
ceding to them of the relief which this bill 
rives, a share of national bank circulation, will 
but asimple act of justice which they will 
mize and which will strengthen the hands 


vy Lbif 


of the friends of the Government in that see- || 


ition. | hope, therefore, that the friends of this 
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Thus far lam brought to one conclusion, 
that the pending proposition is not satisfactory ; 
it does not meet the exigency. My friend from 


| Indiana does not consider it as meeting the 


exigency. I do not think that it meets the 
exigency. Other Senators about me adopt the 
same conclusion. Why, then, should we send 
itto the House? Why not try to mature itand 
put it in such shape that should it become the 
law of the land we shall be content with it? I 
know no Senator hardly who would be content 


|| with this proposition if nothing else were added 


hill will adhere to it, and not permit to be in- | 


grafted upon it amendments the effect of which 
will be to defeat any measure. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, all the 
gentlemen upon the Committee on Finance 
seem to think this a good measure, but that 
now is not the time for it. I never saw a time 
that was not the time to do a good thing. By 
adopting the proposition that I have offered 
we shall have taken a step and a very long 
step in the right direction. We shall have got 
$100,000,000 of greenbacks out of circulation 
and $100,000,000 of national bank notes in 
circulation; and we shall be $100,000,000 
nearer specie payments than we were when 
we commenced. ‘The committee promise that 


introduce a measure with this intent of fund- 
ing greenbacks. Why not take this? It is a 
good deal more likely to go through the other 
liouse than any measure that will come from 
the Committee on Finance. It is a just meas- 
ure, Kyery man who has spoken on it admits 
that it is nearly the thing. Then, why not take 
t? I think the time has come to take this one 


Aba 


step in advance in the direction of specie pay- | 


ments. 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not rise now to enter 
into the general discussion, though before the 
debate closes I should like to answer some of 
the inquiries of the Senator from Indiana. I 
shall not do so now, but I wish to answer what 


the Senator said a moment ago, and also what | 


was said by the Senator from Alabama, that 
we should not act on the pending proposition 
because it may not pass the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Who knows that this proposition 
ifadopted by the Senate will not pass the House? 
If after debate in this Chamber it receives its 


approbation I know no reason why it may not | 


atter debate also receive the approbation of 
the House. Why are wea Senate? Isit that 
we may wait always on the other House? Is 
it not that we may originate measures our- 
selves on our own responsibility, giving to them 
such consideration as we can? Therefore, I 
feel that the suggestion of my two friends is not 
applicable to the case. 

Let us proceed on this occasion and consider 
the question on its merits; send to the House 
the best bill we can; put into it all the con- 
sideration that this Senate can bestow, and 
then await the result. Ifafter doing that, after 
having acquitted ourselves of our duty, as I 
submit, the House should fail to agree with us, 
then we may fall back upon a smaller proposi- 
tion; but ldo submit that the Senate ought to 
put forth a proposition which it regards as ade- 
quate and satisfactory. ‘l’o my mind the pend- 
ing proposition is not adequate or satisfactory ; 
and therefore I should be sorry to have it sent 
to the other House. I hope, then, the Senate 
will proceed with the whole subject to the end, 
and I trust that after proper consideration they 
will arrive at a result which will be satisfac- 
tory to the House and also satisfactory to the 
country. 


| try, the resumption of specie payments. ‘This | 


| when my friend from Michigan and myself 


|| therefore, that the Senate will proceed with 
| this bill to the end and make it as perfect as 
they will at some time, I do not know when, || 








| question, to specie payments, we are told, 


| to the good reasons that can be given for any 


| we considered a very comprehensive one, be- 


| bill, and on the whole it met his sanction. He 


| Senators here and there differed as to particu- 


| bill because certain features of the bill dis- 
agreed with their o 


to it. 

We are told that a new bill will be brought | 
in containing other provisions on which per- 
haps we can move amendments; but I do not 
think that thatis a reason why we should avoid 
maturing the pending measure. Why should 
we avoid putting it into such shape as will |, 
make it most beneficent to the country? It is 
now weeks, months even, that we have been |; 
in this Chamber during the present session, 
and not one thing have we done toward that | 
great object of every business man in the coun- 


is the only proposition that we have; and 


try to engraft upon it another proposition that 
shall tend, as I submit surely and beyond all 


‘*Oh, do not put that on this bill, for it will 
not pass in the other Chamber.’’ I know no 
such thing. The other Chamber is as patri- 
otic as the Senate, and [ believe it will hearken 





conclusion that the Senate adopts. I hope, 


possible. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I suppose 
it is not unreasonable for a committee of this 
body to ask that the order in which they pre- 
sent the various questions submitted to them 
shall be somewhat regarded. Now, the Com- 
mittee on Iinance on all these difficult ques- 
tions raised as to the condition of the currency, 
the condition of the banks, &c., have had some 
experience. Last year we reported a bill that 


cause it embraced the views of the Committee 
on Finance on all the different questions in dis- 
pute. I believe it was praised by my honorable | 
frieud from Massachusetts as a comprehensive 


gave it the weight of his support. But it was 
found when we came to debate the bill that 


lar sections, and refused to vote for the entire 


ninions. The result was 
that it was aassaalitie to get the concurrence 
of the majority of the Senate on any bill, 
although everybody can see now that it would 
have been much better and much wiser to pass 
almost any proposition that was introduced. 
Now, the Committee on Finance, after the 
most careful consideration of these various 
questions, intend to propose them to the Sen- 
ate, and take them up separately and present | 
them in their order, and to keep, if possible, 
these questions detached from each other. 
What is the first and most obvious and most 
necessary measure? Here is a measure for 
the equalization of currency. The inequality 
of the distribution of circulation creates fierce 
and bitter sectional feeling and has been com- 
plained of for years. We undertook to rectify 
that; but there was one fundamental principle 
which guided us, and that was that we would | 
in no event increase the amount of paper | 
money issued in this country. How, then, | 
could this distribution take place? We had | 
various modes proposed to us, and finally we 
settled upon a mode of retiring a form of | 
indebtedness called the three per cent. certifi- 
cates, which the Government was prepared to 
redeem, and we proposed to fill that vacuum || 
by currency issued to the various western and || 





southern States. Here was a simple proposi- || 


| issue of coin notes. 


| vacuum there by coin notes, then more y; 
| reserved for the South and West. 


| very comprehensive proposition embracing 
| great variety of topics. 


| them ? 
' no surplus revenue with which we can retir 


| shall have in the course of the next six months. 
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tion thatwe thought would meet with n 
tical objection. The Government of the 
States had the means from surplus r¢ 
according to information given to ug by 
Secretary of the Treasury, to retire these thre 
per cent. certificates. All classes of peop) 
except those who hold them desire to }.,. 
them retired. ‘They were in the way of x a 
payments. Until they were redeemed we eoy! 


O prac them into & 


United hem all. 


Mr. HO' 
llow me to 
|» be inforn 
ces exact! 

e Senato 
os d some ¢ 
000,00 


2V Any 
Venue, 


$49, 


not commence toward specie payments oa ecessary: 
therefore it was an object to get them out of That is vé 
the way; and if in doing that we could {ij| ;), this propo’ 
vacuum in the South and the West go as ; yill? Sup 
time at least to supply the sectional deman, +o the pro} 
upon us—a demand admitted on all hands 4, au, how 
be founded in justice—we thought that was « the fundin: 
simple proposition that would meet the age; Mr. SHE 


of every one. 
But it was claimed, on the other hand, tha; 
on the Pacific coast, after long experience, they 


will he ret 
fiend {ro 
2100,000,¢ 


could not get their people to take our presey; "Mr. HO 
| paper money. ‘They therefore wanted som, noses to fl 
form of paper money to aid them in the ord * Mr. SH 
|| nary operations of business. We could see y, Mr. HC 


objection to banks being organized on the bas; 
of the national banking law providing for tie 
So we in the same }j|| 
provided another measure to relieve the P; 


when that 
ator will 

question ( 
question ¢ 


| coast, which tended also to equalize the djs because | 
'| tribution of banking circulation, because if th, for the 1 


like all b 
be subjec 
erty 18. 
Mr. SE 
to show | 
to ingraf 
greenbac 
it every ¢ 
My honc 
might n¢ 
tion of ts 
There 
Senator 
wish to | 
now, so 
the Sens 
vote. 
from $4 
flation ¢ 
extent 0 
tion. | 
will infl 
specie p 
friend fi 


Pacific coast did not use the present paper cir. 
culation of the country and we could supply the 


These tw 
simple propositions, which must meet the good 
sense of every Senator, were considered by 
themselves and reported. 

Now, what is the condition of affairs? Atte: 
a long and wearisome debate my honorable 
friend from Michigan endeavors to throw into 
this debate the funding bill. So my friend 
from Massachusetts endeavors to thrust ina 


Why do I say they 
wish to thrust the funding bill into this discus 
sion? For this simple reason: if we attem)! 
to retire the greenbacks, how can we reti: 
Only by issuing new bonds. ‘There 


the greenbacks. We have enough, or probab|) 


to retire the three per cent. certificates ; | 
no one contends that we shall have enough t 
retire the greenbacks. How can we retir 


| them? Byissuing bonds. My honorable friend propose 
from Michigan proposes to retire $55,000,000 currenc 
of greenbacks. How? By issuing bonds, hi kind of 
says. What kind of bonds? Shall they bear Chis 
four, five, or six percent. interest? Shall they tis tr 
be taxable or not? By the State or by the ities th. 
nation? ‘Thus, every question involved in the inflate 
funding bill is brought at once into this con- makes 
troversy upon the redistribution of bank cir- a delus 
| culation. _ of $45, 
It is manifest with the contrariety that would asmuc 
/at once spring up on his next amendment to of bar 
| provide for a mode of retiring the greenbacks reserve 
| that we should be thrown upon a wide sea o! pelled 
debate, and we should havea proposition before $45, 06 
us that had never been considered by a com- fully e 
| mittee. On the other hand, if the Senate will bank ¢ 
take this bill and make such amendments to !' Che 
as they deem proper they have the assurance bank | 
| that in ashort time a bill comprehensive 1n Its tion s 
character, so far as the funding of the publi the be 
debt and the greenbacks is concerned, will be amou 
| reported, and they will have ample ground for My 
debate. I ask Senators, if possible, to keep ERON, 
that question of funding the publie debt, bots izatio 
the greenbacks and bonds, separate, so that the } 
they may consider that subject and let the depot 
Senate arrive at its conclusion on that subjec' a few 
alone. Then, in due time, it will be followed equal 
by other provisions in regard to existing banks, lhes 
all the banks, old and new, and measures 0! the b 
revenue, tariff, and taxes. I appeal to Set mone 
ators whether it is not wiser to keep these depo 
uestions separate, decide them one by one 15 that 
e order of t®eir coming rather than to ming‘¢ of $4 














e 
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‘into a hotch-potch and then finally lose 

1) abil. 

Mr. HOW Will the honorable Senator 
»w me to ask him a single question? I desire 
informed about this thing. The Senator 

oe exactly what the question is which divides 
» Senator from Massachusetts and myself 
.q some othersfrom him. We think that the 
(5,000,000 will not give all the relief that is 
essary. The Senator says it will give some. 

is very true. Will he state now how 

; proposition would embarrass the funding 

' Suppose the two Houses should agree 

e proposition of the Senator from Mich- 
au. how will that embarrass the passage of 
‘he funding bill? Will the Senator explain? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Icantelithe Senator. How 
will he retire the greenbacks? My honorable 
end from Michigan proposes to pay off 
2100,000,000 of greenbacks. 

“Mr. HOWE. Fifty-five millions. 
ces to fund them in bonds. 

Mr. SHERMAN. What kind of bonds? 

Mr. HOWE. That question is to be settled 
when that amendment is offered. If the Sen- 
ator will allow me I think it only raises the 
juestion of interest and time of payment. The 
juestion of taxation is not raised by it at all, 
because those bonds being used as a basis 
for the new banking circulation, of course, 
like all bonds now used in the same way, will 
be subject to all taxation that any other prop- 
erty is. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have already said enough 
to show every Senator that when we attempt 
to ingraft on this bill a proposition to retire 
greenbacks that must necessarily bring with 
tevery question involved in the funding bill. 
My honorable friend from Wisconsin and | 
might not disagree on those terms or the ques- 
tion of taxation, but others would. 

here is another proposition offered by the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Morron,] and I 
wish to say what I have to say in regard to it 
now, so that I may not trespass on the time of 
the Senate further, as 1am anxious to have a 
He proposes to increase the amount 
from $45,000,000 to $52,000,000. That is in- 
(lation of the currency simple and pure to the 
extent of $7,000,000. There is a diflicult ques- 
tion. I will not vote for any proposition tha 
will inflate the currency. We must get back to 
specie payments, and yet the proposition of my 
friend from Indiana, upon a false theory | think, 
proposes to retire $45,000,000 of one kind of 
currency and to issue $52,000,000 of another 
kind of paper. 

This is inflation to the amount of $7,000,000. 





He pro- 


t + 
vote. 


It is true it is not one of those terrible calam- | 


ities that will be so very injurious; but it does 
inflate the currency. My honorable friend 
makes his proposition upon what I consider 
a delusive idea; that is, he says the retirement 
of $45,000,000 of three per cent. certificates is 
as mucha contraction asthe issue of $52,000,000 
of bank circulation; that on account of the 
reserves which these banks would be com- 
pelled to hold in their vaults the retirement of 
>45,000,000 of three per cent. certificates is 
fully equivalent to the issue of $52,000,000 of 
bank circulation. 

The delusion of that idea is this: when a 
bank is organized there is a subsidiary circula- 
tion springing out of the very organization of 
the bank which more than counteracts all the 
amount of the reserve. 

My friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cam- 
ERON, | who is a banker, knows that the organ- 
ization of a bank in any community draws from 
the pockets of the people, in the form of 
deposits, idle capital which may be idle but for 
& few days, which is usually, on the average, 
equal to the amount of capital of the bank. 
lhese deposits belonging to the bank are made 
the basis of circulation, not, it is true, of paper 
money, but of drafts, loans, certificates of 
deposit, and various forms of circulation; so 
that the establishment of banks to the amount 
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circulation than the retirement of $45,000,000 

of three per cent. eertificates. The argument 

would be rather the other way. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


to make a suggestion, as 


Vas 


Permit me 
he Senator from 
Missouri [ Mr. Drake] isin the habit of saying, 
‘right there.’’ The bank notes and specie of 
the country are only used for the mere retail 
trade of the country, or of any country. All 
the large transactions are done either by checks 
or bills of exchange. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no doubt that if 
banks are established in the South and West 
to the amount of $45,000,000 the actual increase 
of circulation, that which transacts business 
and pays debts, will be much larger than 
$45,000,000. by absorbing the little deposits 
of merchants and business men, and even of 
the freedmen of the South, they will largely 
increase the currency and give facilities for 
transacting business. But it is a delusion, as 
| every practical banker must know, to say that 

the retirement of $45,000,000 of three per cent. 
| certificates is only equivalent to $52,000,000 
of new banking circulation. 

Mr.CORBETT. As the Senator from Ver- 
mont said, ‘‘ right there’’ I should like to men- 
tion that the law requires that there shall be 
this reserve held not only upon its circulation, 
but its deposits. ‘Therefore the $45,000,000 is 
held just the same as deposits, and they have 
to hold the reserve of that $45,000,000 the same 
as they would in case it were issued under the 
proposition of the linance Committee now. 
It makes not the slightest difference. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Now, Mr. President, the 
whole theory of the honorable Senator from 
Indiana is based on the idea that the deposits 
of a bank will not exceed its reserve. It 
would be a very poor bank, indeed, the depos- 
its in which were not three or four times the 
amount of the reserve. The idea of banks 
being organized in a community where the 
deposits, which are circulation, do not largely 
exceed and several times multiply the reserve, 
is a delusion. 

Therefore I say we ought to confine the oper- 
ation of this bill to the identical sum that we 
propose to retire and cancel; and when we 
pay off $45,000,000 of indebtedness, which 
we are now prepared to pay, and which ought 
to be got out of the road in order to prepare 
for specie payments, let us also provide for the 
other difficulty in the South and West by giving 
them the same amount, and not a dollar more, 
of currency in the form of bank notes, and in 
that way confine our measure to what we pro- 
| pose to confine it to, a mode of equalizing the 
circulation of the country and providing tem- 
porary facilities for the Pacific coast in the 
form of coin notes. 

I hope, as we have had a long discussion on 
this bill, that we may now get a vote as soon 
as possible, and I trust the friends of the bill 
wil either sit it out or take a recess and come 
back and finish it this evening. 

Mr. SUMNER. To-morrow. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is other business 
| that ought to be attended to, and I do not like 
| to see this bill stand in the way of everything 

else so long. 

Mr. MORTON. Justoneword. Theissue 
of $45,000,000 of national bank notes in lieu 
of $45,000,000 of three per cent. certifi- 
rates, which now fill a space that will take 
$45,000,000 of legal tenders to fill when they 

| are withdrawn, will necessitate an absolute 
withdrawal from circulation of $6,750,000 of 
legal tenders, producing an actual contraction 
of the volume of the currency to that amount. 
That cannot be denied. But the Senator says 
that that is to be made up in the benefits of 
banking. Sir, we are entitled to those benefits 
without having the contraction of the currency. 

But, sir, and I simply drop this word in 
conclusion, why is it that the chairman of the 
committee and others insist on giving to the 

| northwest and South grudgingly $37,000,000 


of $40,000,000,in my judgment, will create more | of increase, when it must be a notorious fact 


that that is not much more than half enow 

If the $65,000.000 are not taken, as I p: 
pose to amend this bill, no harm is done; and 
if it should be taken, it will be taken becaus 
it is needed. But we are to be put off with 
$45,000,000 under the vain hepe that we wi 
get another bill next winter. 
get another bill. All that we shall ¢g 
years to come will be by this bill and wil 


uy 


1 


pir, Weshaiit 


it, where is the object, what is the reason, 
what is the philosophy of tying us down simp! 
to $45,000,000 and saying, ‘* Use that up. a: 
if you need more by and by we will give 
more,’’ when $45,000,000 com 
$45,000,000 short of the proportion to which 

| we are entitled? 

Mr. CORBETT. I contend that the 

of this $45,000,000 does not contract the « 
rency. ‘That isa mistake on the part of the 
Senator from Indiana which can be demon 
strated, because if you have $45,000,000 de 
posited now in the national banks do not t 
banks have to retaintwenty percent.? Would 
not that be $9,000,000? And on fifteen pet 
cent. would it not be about the $7,500,000 
thatthe Senator complains of? The banks have 
to retain fifteen per cent. of the $45,000,000 
that is now in their vaults. 1 
would have to retain only the same amount. 
Consequently, it is no contraction. The issu 
of this $45,000,000 is just equal to the present. 

of the $45,000,000 of three per cent 
which are issued and held as legal tenders. 
That is very clear. Ifthe Senator from Indiana 
will examine the law upon the currency ques 
tion it will be shown conclusively, for the 
thirty-first section of the law provides 

‘That every association in the citi 

named shall at all times have on hand in lawful 
money of the United States an amount equal to at 
least twenty-five per cent. of the aggregate amou 

| of its notes in circulation and deposits.”’ 


} 


he new DANK 


issue 


hereinafter 





Consequently this $45,000,000, which is held 
principally in the large cities, when it 
tributed among the small cities where only 
fifteen per cent. is required will actually be an 
expansion of ten per cent. instead of a con 
traction. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Michi- 
gan [Mr. CuanpLer] to the amendment, pro 
posing to increase the amount to $100,000,000. 

The amendment to the amendment was 

| rejected. 

rhe VICE PRESIDENT. 
recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 
Indiana, to increase theamount from $45,000, 
000 to $52,000,000. 

Mr. SUMNER and Mr. SHERMAN ealled 
for the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. CAMERON. Before the vote is taken 
I desire to say that I shall vote against this 
amendment at present with a view of making 
the sum larger ; but in the end L intend to sus 
tain the committee. Ido not agree with the 
committee in the remedy which they propose. 
[ think this attempt to relieve the South and 
West will be futile, that it will amount to noth 
ing. Itis like giving laudanum to a patient 
who has got a disease which must killhim. In 
my Opinion the only means by which we can 
get out of our present troubles is a resumption 
of specie payments, and I believe that cau 
only be done when we relieve the country from 
these greenbacks. ‘he Government will then 
be enabled to pay specie immediately ; and 
relieved from the Government the banks wi 
be able to take care of themselves. I si 
vote against the amendment of the Senat 
from Indiana, and then | propose to vote for t! 
proposition of the Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. CHANDLER. That has been voted 
down. 

Mr. CAMERON. Then, I shall vote forthe 
proposition of the Senator from Indiana, and 
after that I shall vote with the committee. 

Mr. CHANDLER. [trus 
will not be adopted. y in 
the wrong direction. Chis is a proposition 

il to increase the circulation to the amount of 


iS dis 


The que stion 


t this amendme: 





This is a step directly 
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$7,000,000. If you let it go out that that is to 
be the policy of Congress you will see gold go 
up immediately. Why, sir, there was a propo- 
sition gravely discussed here this morning 
which if adopted—it was not proposed as an 
amendment to this bill—would carry the price 
of gold up to 250 within thirty days; and this 
proposition if adopted, increasing the circula- 
tion by even so small an amount as $7,000,000, 
will carry up gold, because it will show that 
the Congress of the United States is in favor 
of expansion instead of a reduction of the cur- 
rency, as the people of the United States hope 
and expect. [ hope the amendment will not 
be adopted. 

Mr. CONKLING. Adopting the view of 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, the Senator 
from Michigan, and others, the best financial 
hope of the country may yet be in the Supreme 
Court. We are told that if the greenbacks 
were disposed of no lawful money for bank 
reserves would remain except coin, and so we 
should at once come to specie payments. I 
suggest, then, that if we will reverse the 
hopes which have been expressed that the 
legal-tender act might be judicially sustained 
and give the Supreme Court the benefit of a 
general wish that the act may be declared 


unconstitutional, we may have this *‘ consum- | 


mation devoutly to be wished’’ without the 
trouble of legislation. 
may be the happy issue out of our afflictions. 

Mr. HOWE. 
ask him a question ? 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWE. My question is whether the 
Supreme Court simply wait foran expression of 
opinion on the part of the Senate in order to 
declare whether that law is constitutional or 
not? 

Mr. CONKLING. No, sir, 1 presume not; 
and yet I think the court must be influenced 
by the apparently pervading apprehension that 


they may reach a determination adverse tothe | 


validity of the legal-tender act. I think the 
Senator will agree with me that one of the 
influences which the court may be unable to 
shut out is the supposed great apprehension 
that such an event may occur; the supposed 
public 
calamity. If it be true, however, that the end- 
all and the be-all of financial restoration is to 
dispose of the greenbacks, so that bank re- 
serves must consist of coin and that only, it 
seems to me the easiest way to cut the knot 
would be for the court to just say that the law 
is invalid, and the whole thing would be done. 
Mr. CAMERON. I wishto ask the Senator 
from New York whether he desires that we 
shall pass a resolution here referring this sub- 
jectto the court? Is that what he means? 
Mr. CONKLING. No, I donot mean that; 


I will say this, however: there is much finan- | 
cial talent in the court and we might be safe | 


if we could transfer the subject there. I am 


inclined to think the court would perhaps give || 
usa general policy, all the parts of which could | 


be studied at once, and not merely in fragments 
and piecemeal. If this were done there might 
be advantage in it. 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, I do not 
think I understand what my friend, the Sena- 


tor from New York, means by his explanation. | 


{t would seem as if he had no plan of his own, 
but would like to censure everybody who hap- 
pens to think he has one. Now, I am willing 
to say to him that I believe the only way in 
which this country can get out of its financial 
troubles is by resuming specie payments. I 
think if the Government will separate itself 
from the banks the banks will be able to take 
care of themselves; and [ am sure the Govern- 
ment could pay all its liabilities in gold and 
silver immediately, if it were clear of this 
$300,000,000 of what are called greenbacks. 

1 remember very well when the suspension 
of specie payments took place in 1827, and all 
the banks of the country broke up, beginning 
with those in New York, that the Government 


ar 


it seems to me that here , 


Will the Senator allow me to | 


belief that such an event would be a || 


sustained specie payments during the whole 
term of ten or twelve years, in which that sus- 
yension continued over the country. I[remem- 
bor very well again in 1857, when the next 
suspension took place, that the Government 
paid all its demands in gold and silver. It had 
no embarrassments then except its current 
expenses, and the currency of the country in 
| gold and silver was amply suflicient to meet 
| those expenses. 

But these greenbacks, as they arecalled, were 


| body about the Government was afraid of what 
was going to occur. 


proposed during the war, in an hour of peril, | 
in an hour of tremor and alarm, when every- | 


adopted in that time of alarm. If we had never | 
had a greenback we never should have had | 


gold at two or three hundred per cent. above 
par. It was the greenbacks which caused all 
the trouble we have had since, in my opinion. 
My beliefis, and it is the result of long exper- 
ience in the business of banking, that we should 

| have no trouble if the banks were cut loose 


from the Government, and the Government | 


| would have none if separated from the banks. 
Banking is a business like any other commercial 
| and manufacturing transaction,dependent upon 
the enterprise, the intelligence, the thrift, and 


| sons engaged in it. Separate the banks from 
the Government and they will have commuui- 


the business qualifications generally of the per- | 


ties of theirown. Every bank inits community | 


of it. 
I remember that nobody ever troubled me 


will have the whole neighborhood to take care | 


_ for specie in my business of banking. People | 


would come in and say good-humoredly, ‘* Will 
| you give me specie for this note?’’ I would 
reply, ‘‘Yes;’’ and then they would say, 
66 Well, I do not want much; let me have five 
dollars; that is all I want.’’ Upon a capital 
of $100,000 I frequently had a circulation of 
seven or eight hundred thousand dollars, and 
once or twice for a year or more over nine hun- 
dred thousand dollars; and [had no trouble in 
sustaining that circulation. My bank was a 
benefit to the community and a benefit to its 
stockholders. But that bank was driven out of 
existence by the taxation of this Government, 
who interfered with its circulation. The Gov- 


while I believe the banks have always been a 
benefit to the Government. 


best that we have ever had, for this reason: 


it passes freely all over the country ; and after 
we shall have resumed specie payments I shall 
be one of the most anxious and most active to 
make banking free like every other business 
in the country. 


as readily as if he proposed to put it into man- 
ufacturing cotton or making shoes or tanning 
leather ? 

| Under this system the circulation is always 
‘| secured, and that is all that the Government 
has anything to do with. The Government 
imprints its royalty upon the paper and that 


ernment has always been an injury to the banks, ; 
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“itl th 
bank. It often got down to two or throe hy, ‘ ith | 
dred thousand dollars, because sometimes ;. ora ue 
required a large amount and sometimes }: . on 
quired a smaller amount. It was my busin. Ohio 


to be always prepared to take it up whenoy,, se 
it was presented. No bank will issue % 


' lation that is not profitable to itself. Sotbens z 7 wt 
who has any regard for his own reputation w m6 
be willing to make such a circulation as j.. vig 
shall not be able to take care of. ; OT 

Mr. President, it is the banking system of +}, oe i 
country which has made this country what jt ; - i [ 


They were an expedient |, 


The banks made the turnpikes and the eayq). i, PO 
and the railroads; they have built the many. ce 


factories ; they have given the life-blood to a) . ' is 
the business of this country, and all our great. oe at st 
ness has grown out of that fiction which :. oS ED 
called banking. So it will be again wheneye I oe 
you return to specie payments, but until yoy tam Vet 
do so there will be no confidence either in tho 0 
ability of the Government or of individuals a SB 
| to pay. . r -" now 
I could go on and talk on this subject for « Mr. PC 
long time; but that would be useless. [| ay Deon a ‘ 
going to vote for this bill out of respect to tho the V 
Committee on Finance. They have reflected oe hele 
long, and perhaps better than I could on thi wr TE 
| subject, and they have reported this bill pow adie) 
as a temporary expedient. I shall vote for }: P The V! 
with that view to givea temporary benefit, by: Be fi 
with the belief in my own mind that it will no: 245 00 
accomplish much, and in the hope that the Mr. Cl 
Committee on Finance will soon bring before | wish t 
_us something which will be more permanent eet 
in its results. F that S 
Mr. SUMNER. Will the Senator give way an Abdel 
to a motion to go into executive session? ” Mr. CO 
Mr. CAMERON. I only wish to saya word wr. C 
more and then I will yield. I was going to say Senator 


| Senator from Michigan. He is a2 business man. 


I think the present banking system is the | 


the circulation is understood by everybody and | 


| makes it money, and therefore the Government | 


ought to take care of that circulation. Beyond 
that the deposits and all the other relations of 
| the business are mere matters of individual 
| business between the banker and his custom- 
ers. It would be unwise, in my judgment, now 
to make banking universal; but as soon as the 
| country resumes specie payments, and makes 
it imperative — itself and upon everybody 
else to pay gold and silver for the demands 
upon them, then there will be no reason why 
we should not have a general system of free 
| banking. 
My notion about circulation is different from 
that cf most gentlemen here. I think the cir- 
culation will regulate itself. I have already 


said that I have had from seven to nine hun- | ¢ ad). ! 
.. dred thousand dollars circulation in my little || into executive session. I must insist on going 


that I believe the best proposition for the 
future is that presented to us to-day by the 


his jokes 


therefor 


He has spent long years in the pursuit of com rhe | 
| merce and trade and business, and finance o! that ba’ 
| course, because they all belong together. You darstoe' 

cannot separate finance from manufactures or who ha 

trade orcommerce. ‘They are all parts of the misappt 
same system. He has thought well on this sub eed 
ject, as I find by what he has said and by what ; wilt 

he has presented. But that does not seem to ii 

meet the wishes of the Committee on Finance, diene 

and I shall vote with the Committee on Finance le all 

rs with a view of finally taking his proposi cutest ¢ 

ion. tions 
Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from New sree 

York, I suppose, made his proposition in a still tof 

Pickwickian sense. I do not suppose he really t afer. 
imagines that a simple resolution of the Su: But | 
| preme Court would bring us back to specie pay- ofthins 


| ments. 
Why should not a man who || 
is disposed to put his money or the capital | 
which he has made by his industry or by his | 
painstaking into a bank be allowed to do so | 


But I want to set the Senator’s mind 
at rest a little. I should be sorry to have him 
lose his sleep under the apprehension that the 


as the 


auons. 


lragme 
Supreme Court might do some such absurd, . ee 
unconstitutional, and illegal thing. It is not ce ted 
to be presumed that the Supreme Court have ont uae 

' not been instructed on this subject. They have other 
undoubtedly read every speech that that hon- ents 
| orable Senator has made, and they have been bl ae 
instructed financially, constitutionally, and doubt 
legally; and I consider that it is entirely sate Saas 
from any such terrible, awful calamity as would ontiilis 
befall the country under the Senator's sug: feel m 
estion. the de 
’ Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate pro- T th 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. the ex 
Mr. SHERMAN. [I trust not. ments 
Mr. CRAGIN. I ask the Senator from or pol 
Massachusetts to withdraw that motion that | at thi: 
may introduce a joint resolution for reference. legisl: 
Mr. WILSON. I am willing to yield for rathe 
| that purpose. lation 
Mr. SHERMAN. I hope we shall go on Lam 
with this bill. usual 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator Fina 
from Massachusetts yields to allow a joint res tee ir 
olution to be introduced. a gen 
Mr. SHERMAN. That will be construed those 
as an indication of a desire to adjourn or £° of th 











wai 








ili, Let us either go on with the 


‘ 


, ol 7 
opject to any other business 


VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 

, Ohio objects. The question is on the 

f the Senator from Massachusetts that 

Senate proceed to the cor sideration of 
business. 


tion was not agreed to; there being 
sion—ayes 21, noes 25, 
VICE PRESIDENT. 
on the amendment of the Senator from 
ina, [Mr. Morton. } 
Mr. PON MEROY., 
f there was not an understanding that we 
i vote on this bill t »-day ? Did we not 
to that on Friday last ? 
Wr EDMUNDS. No, sir, we did not. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


Vemont objected to such an arrang 


\ 


he question 


I wish to inquire of the 


SHERMAN. I think we can have a 

e now. 

Mr. POMEROY. I thought I was a party 

such an agreement. 

the VICE PRESIDEN The agreement 
iled because it was not meri adopted. 

Mr. THURMAN. I should like to have the 
ng amendment reported. 

\ ICis P RESIDEN .. It isthe amer id- 
t of the Senator from Indiana to strike out 
‘s 15,000, 00 °? at d insert *©S52,000,000.°’ 
Mr. CONKLING. Before the vote is taken 

sh to adjust a a matter with the honorable 

Senator from Pennsylvania . It is notthe wont 

f that Senator to s: Ly ill-natured things. i do 

t think he intended to be ill-natured now. 

Mr. CAMERON. Certainly, I did not. 

Mr. CONKLING. Iam not sure that the 
Senator from Michigan is not good-natured 1 
is jokes; nor am I sure that he is. I have, 
ierefore, no matter to settle with that honor- 
ivie Senator now, " 

fhe Senator from Pennsylvania remarked 
that having no plan myself L wished, if I un 
lerstood him aright, to find fault with those 
who had plans. ‘The honorable Senator quite 

apprehends me; he puts an erroneous con- 

ruction uponaharmlessremark. Jintended, 
will say frankly, to indicate precisely this: 
wing no plan myself, pretending to no capa- 

y or aptness for the production of the true 

of financial legislation, I expected at the 
itset of the session to follow the recommenda 
ns of the Secretary of the Treasury and of 

» Finance Committee of this body. I hope 
till to follow the lead of the authorities to which 
l refer. 

I have found myself during the pendency 
measure embarrassed by nothing so much 
as the absence of any general recommend- 
ations. Here isa measure which takes up a 
igment of a general and connected subject 
& measure which the chairman of the commit- 
e informs us is to be followed by other as 
undefined measures, taking up in severalty 
er parts of the subject; and it is for the 
want of a general scheme, a comprehensive 
bill or series of bills, that it seems to me we 
doubt where otherwise we might decide. It is 
for want of a consideration of things which 
must de pend somewhat on each other that I 
feel myself not sure-fooied at various turns of 
the debate. 

[ think I am not mistaken in supposing that 
the custom of Administrations and of Govern- 
ments has been to come forward with a plan 
or policy, at times like this, if it be true that 
at this time the financial treatment needed is 
legislative, of which | am not convinced, but 
rather believe that administration and not. legis- 
tallon is the need of the country now, I think 
{am not mistaken in supposing that it will be 
usual for the Secretary of the | reasury, for the 
l'inance Committee, as the Finance Commit- 
tee in its own time proposes to do, to present 
& gene ral scheme and pi hic y which will enable 
those less intructed to com pre bend the efiect 
cf the votes they give from time to time. 
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An illustration of tien want has just occurre d. 
The Senator from Michigan comes forward with 
& proposition to retire $05,000,000 greenbacks. 
Che Senator ym Ohio says that will notd 
Why ? Because it would inv lve fund ng Into 
what? Into bonds. What kind of | s,and 
bearing what rate of interest? We do not 
know, says the Senator, and I confess I think 
there is great force in the objection. But, says 


the Senator again, we are going presently to 


wi? shat Ir} } ‘ } \ > > 
Know into what kind of bonds. Why? Because 


the Finance Committee 1s coming forward pres- 
ently with a funding scheme. Very well. It 


it were here now, li this measure were a part of 


vf - + , r , ‘ ? of + . . ] , 
it, it ib Were On OUr tabies, Lhual we mignt Kuow 


What 1t 1s, the ovjection to the suggesliou ol 
+} 7 { ’ Alin , sal 
the Senator from Michigau wo ild Vanish, 
1 . _ . 
because the question would De answered; it 


would be determined whether four or four and 
a half or five per cent. is to be the inter 
of bonds, and whether they are to 


. 
or forty years, or for some intermediate time 





Without multiplying words, I wish 
the honorable Senator from Pennsylv: 
no doubt in good nature and not in malice 
retorted as he did, that it is no part of my pur 


pose to carp at those who have or + those who 
have not a financial policy. On the contrary, 
my whole wish is, gaining suc h instruction as 
{ may, to vote for tue best thir ig pr “oposed ; 
and I only say by way of criticism, it criticism 
it be, that had we from the Secretary of the 
lreasury or from the committee, betore dis- 
posing of the pending bill, a general project, 
a scheme, I think those so little instructed as 
1 am would be better able to determine how 
they ought to vote. That is all; and I trust I 
give no offense to any member of the Senate, 
least of all to my honorable and good natured 
friend from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM obtained the floor. 

Mr. CAMERON. Willi the Senator allow 
me one moment? 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CAMERON. I certainly did not mean 
to be uncivil to my friend, the Senator from 
New York. I did think, however, that his 
words looked like casting a sort of censure 
upon myself when he said we should refer this 
question to the Supreme Court. I could not 
imagine what the Supreme Court had to do 
with the Senate of the United States. Weare 
legislating on this subject. 

Mr. CONKLING. I said no such thing as 
the Senator imputes tome. If he will pardon 
me, 1 only said that there being a case pending 
before that court, if the decision should be as 
had been feared it seemed to me we might be 
led by a shorter way to the same result. | 
} roposed to refer nothing to the court 

Mr. CAMERON. I may have misunde: 
stood the intention of the Senator. All 1 can 
Say now is that there is nobody in the Senate 
for whom I have a higher regard, and with 
whom I would less wish to differ, than the hon- 
orable Senator from New York. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. [The Senator 
from Connecticut is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SUMNER. As I ail rstand the Ser 
ator from Connecticut would like to address 
the Senate on this important measure, to which 
he naturally has given so much attention, | 
hope he may have proper and ample opportunity 
todoso. ‘Thereforel think I shall not errand 
shall harmonize with the views of the Senate 
if | move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business, leaving the 
Senator from Connec 
floor for to-morrow. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to inquire 
of the honorable Senator from Connecticut if 
it will suit his convenience to go on this even- 
” 


ticut in possession of the 


ing? 
Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I should like to be 
heard on the general subject of finance in con 
nection with the bill now before the Senat 

af > x, 

Mr. SUMNER. Not to night? 

Mr. B ne YK I} GHz AM. I should preter to 


} 


go on to-morrow. I am unable physicaliy 
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now to proceed to say what | should like to 
mn oe this s ubiect 
Mr. SHERM AN. [ trust, then, as the Senate 


seems disp ised 


: to yiel d toa motion to adjourn 
or lor an executive session, that we may have 
an ends ‘rstanding that we shall take a vote on 
his question at some hour to-morrow; say 
our o’clock. I think it has been so thoroughly 
discussed that we can certainly vote on it to 
morrow. , 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Ohio asks that there be unanimous con 
sent given to a pro rositi yn that the vote be 
taken on this bill anc tl he pent ding amendments 
to-morrow at four o'clock. Is there ohiect 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Say 
o'clock. 

SUMNER. You had better say fou 
O ¢ le CR. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will say four o'clock 

rhe VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair hea: 
no objection, and it is unanimously agreed to. 
The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Sus 
NER] now moves that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive busines 

Mr. CRAGIN. Before that is done, I ask 
unanimous consent to introduce a joint resolu 
tion tor reference. 

Mr. SUMNER. I yield for that purpose. 

BILL INTRODUCED 

Mr. CRAGIN asked, and by unanimous con 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint res 
olution (S. R. No. 112) authorizin 
retary of the Navy to transfer to 
Bureau of Construction and Repairs and Steam 
engineering, for the purposes thereof, such ot 
the unexpended balances remaining to the 
credit of the other bureaus of the Navy 
Department and available for the current yea 
as may be from time to time required; which 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I move that the joint res 
olution be referred tothe Committee on Appro 
priations, and I hope the committee will act 
promptly on the subject. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A re from the House of Representa 
tives, by Mr. Ciinron Lioyp, its ag perio! 
announced that the Speaker of the House h: 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they 
were there ipon slened by the Vice Presiden 

A bill (S. No. 47) for the relief of S. & H. 
Sayles: and 

A bill (S. No. 305) giving the consent of the 
United States to the erection ofa bridge across 
the Willamette river, in Oregon, from the city 
of Portland to the east bank of said river. 


t 
‘ 
t 
s 


g the Sec 
\ 


ise in the 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of th 
United States, eres a report of the 
Secretary of State, made 1 
the requirements of an act entitled ‘An act 
to regulate the dipl yALiC and consular sys, 
* ap proved Augus 
18, 1856, relative to fees ec ollected Dy con sulg 
and consular agents ; which was ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 


1 compli: ance with 


oe - ; 
tems of the United States, 


REPORT OF A COMMITTERB. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 986) to abolish the frank- 
ing privilege, reported it without amendment 

FAIRS IN GEORGIA. 
Mr. CARPENTER. lIask consent to intro 
duce a resolution, and I ask for its prese 
consideration. 

Mr. VICKERS. I object. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear it read fo 
information 
Mr. ¢ ‘ARP ENTER. It isaresolution asking 

information that is needed by the Judicia 
Committee. 
Mr. VICKERS. Lam willing to hearitr 
The VICE PRESIDEN l. ‘Lhe Senator from 


tu. 


*@ 


Sr eer orem 


“~— 
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Maryland withdraws the objection until the 
resolution is reported. 


‘The Secretary read the resolution, as fol- | 


lows: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to fur- 
nish the Senate any information in his possession in 
regard to the proceedings had in the State of Geor- 
gin in pursuance of the recent act of Congress, enti- 
tled ‘‘An act to promote the reconstruction of the 
State of Georgia;’’ and in relation to the organization 


of the Legislature of that State since the passage of | 


that act. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
ion to its immediate consideration ? 

Mr. NORTON. I object for the reason that 
a similar resolution offered by me the other day 
was objecied to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


Objection being 


made, the resolution will lie over under the | 


rule, 


IIOUSE 


BILL REFERRED. 


Post Roads. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the motion of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, [ Mr. Sumner, | that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some 


time spent in executive session, the doors were | 


reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVBLs. 
Monpay, January 31, 1870. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier. 

The Journal of Saturday last was read and 
approved, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the 
first business in order will be the call of the 
States and Territories, beginning with the State 
of Maine, for the introduction of bills and joint 
resolutions for reference to their appropriate 


committees, and not to be brought back by | 


motions to reconsider. Under this call memo- 
rials and resolutions of State and territorial 
Legislatures are in order. 

HIRAM A, CUTTING, 

Mr. 
No. 1010) for the relief of Hiram A. Cutting; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

GEORGE L., AUGUR. 

Mr. STRONG introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1011) for the relief of George L. Augur; which 
was read afirst and second time, and referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

SOUTITERN PACIFIC RAILROAD 


Mr. KETCHAM introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1012) defining the location of the South- 
ern Pacifie railroad; which was read a first 


and second time, and referred to the Commit- || 


tee on the Pacific Railroad. 
A. A. VANCE. 


Mr. UILL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1013) for the relief of A. A. Vance, post- 
master at Morristown, New Jersey; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

SEAMEN IN THE NAVY. 
_Mr. SCOFIELD introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1014) providing for apprenticeship and 
permanent appointments of seamen in the 


United States Navy; which was read a first | 


and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 
Mr. CESSNA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1015) to admit the State of Mississippi to rep- 
resentation in the Congress of the United States : 


POLAND introduced a bill (H. R. | 











which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Reconstruction, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL DERR. 

Mr. GETZ introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1016) for the relief of Samuel Derr, of the city 
of Kteading, Pennsylvania, late a private in the 
United States Army; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

MARY ANN BEIRNER. 

Mr. VAN AUKEN introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1017) to grant to Mary Ann Beirner a 
pension ; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

REPRESENTATION OF MISSISSIPPI. 
Mr. WHITTEMORE introduced a bill (H. 


| RN i Senha nf OE caelenins 
‘The bill (H. R. No. 1007) to establish cer- | R. No. 1018) to admit the State of Mississippi 


tain post roads was read twice by its title, and | 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and | 


to representation in the Congress of the United 
States ; which was reada first and secondtime, 
referred to the Committee on Reconstruction, 


and ordered to be printed. 


ELIAS M. KEILS. 
Mr. BUCKLEY introduceda bill (H. R. No. 


/ 1019) for the relief of Elias M. Keils; which 


was read a first and second time, and referred 


|| to the Committee of Claims. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the Committee on the Judiciary, and ord 


| direction of distillers, wholesale dealers, 
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and second time, and referred to the —_— 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 7 
JAMES O. K. HUBBARD. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, introduced a bill (4 
R. No, 1028) granting a pension to James 
KX. Hubbard, a soldier of the war of 1819 
which was read a first and second time en 
referred to the Committee on Revolutions 
Pensions and War of 1812. 7 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN OnIO. 


Mr. WINANS introduced a bill (H. R. x 
1029) to divide the State of Ohio into thy, 
judicial districts, and for other purposes: wh), 
was read a first and second time, referred ¢, 
; ered 
to be printed. 

INTERNAL REVENUE DECISIONS. 

Mr. BECK introduced a joint resolution (4 
R. No. 135) requiring all regulationsand orders 
issued from the office of the Commissioner , 
Internal Revenue for the control, guidance, , 
i ; ane 
others from whom the internal revenue ig ¢o) 
lected, to be signed by the Commissioner 


| person, and also to be indorsed as approved hy 


the Secretary of the Treasury in person ; whi 
was read a first and second time, and referre, 


| to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. SHERROD introduced a bill (H. R. | 


No. 1020) to remove the political disabilities || 
of all citizens of States lately in rebellion; | 
which was read a first and second time, and | 


referred to the Committee on Reconstruction. 
He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1021) 


to remove the political disabilities from the citi- | 
| zens of the sixth congressional district of the 


State of Alabama; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Reconstruction. 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1022) 


a first and second time, and referred to the 


| Committee on Reconstruction. 


MAGGIE B. MILLER. 


Mr. BUCK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1023) 
to grant a pension to Maggie B: Miller ; which 


was read a first and second time, and referred | 


to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
MRS. E. H. MILLER. 


Mr. BUCK also introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


1024) for the relief of Mrs. EK. H. Miller; 


which was read a first and second time, and | 


referred to the Committee of Claims. 
REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. HEFLIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1025) to remove certain political disabilities of 
persons therein named in the State of Alabama ; 


| which was read a first and second time, and 
| referred to the Committee on Reconstruction. 


IIOUSE OF CORRECTION FOR BOYS. 


Mr. WELKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
10253) to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to 
establish in the District of Columbia a house of 
correction for boys,’’ approved July 25, 1866 ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


EMILY A. STONEFIELD. 





REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIxS, 
Mr. ARNELL introduced a bill (H. R. No, 
1030) for the relief of certain persons of th 
States of Tennessee and Mississippi from poli’ 
ical disabilities ; which was read a first and 


| second time, and referred to the Committee o; 


Reconstruction. 
ANDREW FLOYD. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, introduced 4 


pill (H. R. No. 1031) for the relief of Andrey 


Floyd, of ‘Tennessee, late a private in th 


| second regiment of New Hampshire volunteers; 


on ee Ses -«) || which was read a first and second time, ani 
to remove the political disabilities of the citi- | 


zens of the State of Alabama; which was read | 


referred to the Committee on Military Affair 
CHARITY JONNSON. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, also introduced 


| a bill (H. R. No. 1032) granting a pension t 


Charity Johnson, of Tennessee; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to th: 


| Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


MARGARET JOINSON. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, also introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 1088) granting a pension to 


Margaret Johnson, of Tennessee; which was 


| read a first and second time, and referred t 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
RAILWAYS IN THE DISTRICT. 
Mr. WILLIAMS introduced a bill (H. BR. 


| No. 1034) for the incorporation of railway com- 
| panies in the District of Columbia; which was 
| read a first and second time, referred to the 


Committee for the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed. 


MANUFACTURING CORPORATIONS, ETC. 
Mr. WILLIAMS also introduced a bill (H. 


| R. No. 1085) for the incorporation of com: 


Mr. STRADER introduced a bill (H. R. |) 
No. 1026) for the relief of Emily Ann Stone- | 
field, widow of Benjamin Stonefield, deceased ; | 


which was read a first and second time, and 


| referred, with accompanying papers, to the | 


Committee of Claims. 
PENSION LAWS, 


Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1027) to amend section nine of an 


act entitled ‘‘ An act supplementary to an act | 


to grant pensions, approved July 14, 1862,’’ 


approved July 4, 1864; which was read a first || 


panies for manufacturing, the construction o! 
street railways, and for mining and building 
purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


KANSAS PACIFIC RAILWAY. 


Mr. VOORHEES introduced a bill (H. 1. 
No. 1036) to aid the Kansas Pacific Railway 
Company to extend and construct its railroad 
and telegraph lineto El Paso, in New Mex 
ico; which was read a first and second time. 
and referred to the Committee on the Paciic 
Railroad. 


JAMES F. JOHNSON. 

Mr. KERR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1037) to remove the political disabilities 0! 
James F. Johnson, of Bedford county, Vir 
ginia; which was read a first and second time 
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tion, on which he demanded the previous ques- 
tion : 

Resolved, Thi it the prezident and committee id- 
lress of th eNat ional Labor Union, vow met in W: axh- 
ugton on ae a of the association, be requested 

this House to procure by some member of their 
association the de Livery = an address on the pronet. 
sand objeets of their association in the Mall of 
Jlouse on somo aia in the present week, to 
letermined by the Speakerof the Ifouse. and that 

i mse will take partin any ccremonies to be 
ryved at that tim 


Oi se conding the previous que stion there 

re on w division—ayes 44, noes 25; no quo- 
j im voting. 

‘The gp EAKER, under the rule, ordered 
tellers; and appointed Mr. Logan and Mr. 
BENJAMIN. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reporte -d—ayes seventy-nine, noes not counted, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


So the previous question was seconded and 


the main guestion was ordered ; which was on 
i gre eing to the resolution. 
he House divided: and there were——ayes 
5, noes 28, 
So the resolution was agreed to. 


ir. LOGAN moved to reconsider the vote || 


by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
POWER TO LEVY DUTIES. 
ir. MARSHALL submitted the following 


resolution, on which he demanded the previous | 


question : 


Resolved, That the power granted inthe Federal 
Constitution to levy and collect taxes, duties, im- 
parts, and excises, to pay the debts and provide for 
theecommon detense and general welfare of the Uni- 
ted States does not include or embrace any power to 
ievy dulic 

venue for the uses therein indicated; that a 

riff levie ai fur any purpose other than revenue, and 

«pecially » Levies to foster and enrich one section 
yNd countey at the expense of others, or to foster 
and enrich one class of citizens atthe expense of 
thurs is unauthorized by the Constitution, unjust to 
reat body of the Aiserican people, and in its 
results injurious eventually tonearly every industrial 
interest of the country. 
Licacived, That in the preparation of a bill for the 
iifieantion of existing tariff laws Congress should 
contine its action strietiy to the preparation of a 
tariff for revenue exclusively ; and that the duties 
no article should be greater than that which will 
ive the maximum of revenue on said article. 


Mr. KELSEY. 
on the tuble 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, 
the veas and nays. 
Mr. ALLISON. Is the resolution divisible? 
Fhe SPEAKER, The resolution is not divis- 
e on the motion that it be laid on the table. 
he yeas and nays were ordered, 
{he SPEAKER. The morning hour has 


I move to lay that resolution 


On that motion I demand 


Dl 


8 for any purpose other than the collection | 


expired, and the resolution goes over until | 


Mond: iy ne xt. 
TRIAL OF EF. M. YERGER. 
Mr. CLARKE obtained the floor, but yielded 
to Mr. SCHENCK. 
Mr. SCHENCK. 


" 


l ask unanimeus consent 


to offer the following resolution, which was | 


offered on Friday, and objected to under a mis- | 


apprehension : 


Resolve nad, That the President be requested to com- 

unieate to this House at as early a day as possible, 
if the same be not in his opinion incompatible with 
ihe due administration of publie justice, ull the 
information in his ppp or control, or in the 

session or control of any of the Departments of 
10 Government, in regard to the trial by military 
mmission of E, M. Yerger, of Missi issippi, for the 
murder of Brevet Major Joseph G, Crane, of the 
United States Army: and that he state what has 
taken plac “e in re gard to said case since the finding 
of the military commission, and what has been the 
Hceasion o fs delay in the promulgation and exeeution 


rt any sentence rendered against the accused, and 


' 
t 
' 
‘ 


what agreement, if any, in regard to the same has | 


Leas n ninde with any porson by the Attorney General 
the United States to su pend action in the case, 
i by what authority or with what object. 


lhe resolution was agreed to. 


uf 


Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted ; and 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


also moved that the motion to reconsider be | 
laid on the table. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE 

On motion of Mr. ELDRIDGE, by nnani- 
mous consent, the Committee on the Judiciary 
was discharged from the further consideration 
of the memorial of James B. Kitchen and 
Richard JXitehen: and the same was referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

ORDER OF RUSINESS 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman trom Kan 
sas [Mr. CLanke] is entitled to the floor upon 
a motion to suspend the rules, but there are 
various gentlemen who were not in their seats 
when their States were called this morning 
who desire to present bills for reference. With 


| the leave of the House the Chair will recognize 


gentlemen for that purpose, i+ being under 
_ od that these bills are introduced under the 
estriction of the morning hour that they shall 


sat be brought back by motions to reconsider. 


There was no objection. 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. Ce L, Pennsylvania, intro- 
duced a bill (H. No. 1048) relati ing to oa 
Central Branch Sad ion Pacifie Railroad Cx 
pany ; which was read a first and second ee. 
and referred to the Committee on the Pacific 
Railroad. 

PAY OF JURORS IN UNITED STATES 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, introduced a bill 
(Hi. It. No. 1049) to increase the pay of jurors 
in the circuit and district courts of the United 
States; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


COURT 


MRS, SUSAN GALLOWAY. 


Mr. BANKS introduced a joint resolution 
(HH. heN No. 187) for the relief of Mrs. Susan 
(HH. Ne ; which was read a first and second 


| time, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs. 
HABEAS CORPUS, 
Mr. VAN TRUMP introduced a bill (H.R. 


| No. 1050) to repeal an act entitled ‘‘ An act 


relating to habeas corpus and regulating pro- 
ceedings in certain cases,’’ approved March 38, 
1863 ; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


JOUN R. BENNETT. 

Mr. WILKINSON introduced a bill (H. Ri. 
No. 1051) for the relief of John R. Bennett, 
late register of the land office at Chatfield, 
Minnesota; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, 

SETTLERS ON SIOUX RESERVATION, 


Mr. WILKINSON also introduced a joint 
resolution (H. R. No. 138) in relation to set- 


tlers on the late Sioux reservation in the State 


of Minnesota; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 
MRS. ANNIE E. HAYS. 
Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1052) to increase the pension of Mrs. Annie E. 


Hays, widow of Brigadier General Alexander 


Hays, who was killed in the battle of the Wil- 
derness, May 5, 1864; which was read a first 


'and second time, and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Invalid Pensions. 
MATL ROUTE IN OIFTIO. 


Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. 
t. No. 1053) to establish a semi-weekly mail 


route between Newcastle, in Coshocton county, 


Ohio, and Gambia, Knox Gdunty, Ohio; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


ABOLITION OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 
Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H.R. 
No. 1054) to abolish the Department of Agri- 


culture ; which was reada first und second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 


GLOBE. 
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GRAND RIVER, MISsoUry 

Mr. ASPER introduced a bill (tr | 
1055) to declare Grand river, in the & 
Missouri, not navigable, and for oth r 
poses ; which was read a first and second 
eud referred to the Committee on Coy 


MRS. MARTITA A. DRUMMOND 
Mr. BURDETT introduced a bil] (| 


T 
(HH, ]i 

1056) granting a pension to Mrs. Ma; 
Drummond; which was read a first and 


time, and referred to the Committee on Jy: 
Pensions. 
REDEMPTION OF UNITED STATES NOT: 
[STRONG introduced a bil] (17. 
No. op 7) - provide for the redemp tion 
exceeding $100,000,000 of the interest-he 
loan of the United States, and the Sees 
exchange therefor of an equivalent am 


101 lt 
notesof circulation with ont interest ; which : 


read a first and se cond time, referred to tho 


Committee on Ban] cing and Currency, 
ordered to be printed. 


NMUDSON RIVER, ETC., RAILROAD Compayy 


Mr. SLOCUM introduced a bill (H. R. N 


1058) to repeal an act entitled ‘* An act 


ing a certain right of way to the Hu udaon R * 


West Shore Railroad Company,’ appro: 
December 14, 1867; which was read a first g 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
Military Affairs. 
NAOMI A. STEVENS, 
Mr. BLAIR introduced a joint resoly 
(HH. R. No. 139) for the relief ot Naor ml 


Stevens, of Jackson county, Michigan; whi 
was read a first and second time, and referr 


to the Committee of Claims. 
T. T. GARRARD AND OTIIERS 


Mr. ADAMS introduced a bill (H. R. N 
1059) for the benefit of T. T. Garrard a 


others; which was read a first und 


time, referred to the Committee of Claims 


and ordered to be printed, 
POST-ROUTE MAPS. 

Mr. HEATON submitted the following 1 
olution; which was read, considered, 
adopted 

Resolved, That for the purpose of meeting th: 
gestions contained in the late report of the |] 
master General the Committee on the Pos 
and Post Roads be requested to inquire int 
practicability and necessity of such rectangula 
tem of land survey of the States of Kentucky, 4 
nessee, West Virginia, Virginia, North Caro! 
South Carolina, Georgia, and ‘Texas as may bi 
quires to ascertain the exact pos sition on the ear 
surface ot the most Important points in those St 
as a basis for the execution of accurate post-l 
maps, and to report by bill or otherwise. 

POST ROUTE IN NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. DOCKERY introdueed a bill (H 
No. 1060) to establish a post route in the : 
of North Carolina: which was read a fir: 
second time, and referred to the Committet 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

SHEBOYGAN, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. FERRY submitted the follow ing 
olution: which was read, considered, 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requ: 


to transmit to this House a report of survey of 
an of Sheboygan, in the State of Michigan, m 





by Colonel Cram and filed in the War Departmen! 


MECHANICAL REPORTS 


olution; which was read, considered, 
adopted : 

Resolve 1, That the Committee on Printing be 
quested to inform this House as to the prac tical 


of providing a more economical and efficient m 
of publishing the transactions of the Patent | 


PAY AND MILEAGE OF MEMBERS OF CONGKE: 


Mr. WELLS introduced a joint resolu 
(H. R. No. 140) establishing the pay and in 


age of Senators and Represent atives in | 


gress; which was read a firstand second time. 
and referred to the Committee on Approp!! 


ations. . 


OF PATENT OFTPICE, 


Mr. LAFLIN submitted the following r 
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PATENT LAW 


-EVISION OF 
(‘ENCKES introduced a bill (H. RB. N 
, ise and amend the statutes relating 
id t rights ; 
nd second time, 


D . 
>on ratents. 




















‘ i@aVe t dust 
on at the present time. [| 

\ t there will be no objection 

have heard it read. 
No.1062) to amend an a 
Anactin relationto additional bour 
| for other purpose was re 
1 a first and second time. 
question was upon ordering 
i 5 Pn 
ross land re & Laird tim 
ill was 1 at lengt} it pro 
' time spe ified in the f rth I 
i ( ititled An act I LO Lad 
if - ind 1 purpe 
1 Mareh 35, 1869, prier to which claim 
inty are required bv th pro 
aK yn to be presented, he, and the in 
eoyv. exten le«l to the ist day < 1) em 
HOLM AN 1¢ca mrey 
n tl engrossment and t rd j ol 
LOGAN. I dor ’ 1 
| I to forestall any action by the Cor 
on M itary Affairs. But ther n 
re that ¢ ymmittee a bill of this k | 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will withdraw t] 

previous question and yield to the gen 
from I}linois [ Mr. Lo if he de 
vy anything on this bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. This bill. i id 
the reading of it, is f he pury ot 
ling the time in wh certain persons 
| make applications to rece idditional 

unties. Isthatit? , 

ul on tars 
\ Nay Lye dy 

{ i ? + 
it : I 1 
I « ( y 

{ li ‘ 
\ ne the time 
t dit ma 

nt 

Mr. HOLMA) Mer I t 
last section of the act of March | ’ 

may be reported at the Clerk's des 

Mr. LOGAN. I ask the gentl 

! nato have this bill lt ie 

mittee on Military Attain 3 , bi 

ct has been considered to ( \ 

i,as 1 understand from t er} i tha 

‘ | } ‘ 
( l nov ; i ‘ { 
re ad tol l rt i 
may be afforded | hope 
eman from Indiana will 1 press this bi 


without allowing it to be considered by the 
ppropriate committee 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wis! 
my motive for pressing this bill at the preser 


me. In the first pl: 





pine au ET 
ry gentleman who has had o¢ in to ex 
amine this subject that a bill of this kind onght 
0 be passed, and passed at once many 


widows and orphan children who are entitied 
to pensions under existing laws, and who hav: 
he unable to file their claims prior tothe | 


of December of last year, are now suffering 
great injustice by the total suspension ¢ hei 
rights by the fourth section of the act of 186% 
By that section all claims for bounty filed ) 


sequently to December 1, 184%, are excluded 
trom consideration at the Department. 1 


section was ingrafted upon the act of the last 
, ongress just at the close of the ses nas an 


t cert 


amendment, and I think mus 
been passed by the House without at 
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Mr. FITCH. 1 move that the joint resolu- 
tion be referred toa special committee of seven. 

Mr. BANKS. 1 move that it be referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
125, noes 14. 

So the latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BANKS moved to reconsider the vote 
hy which the joint resolution was referred to 


the Committee on Foreign Affairs; and also | 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS ON TOTAL ECLIPSE. 


Mr. LAWRENCE submitted the following | 


resolution: which 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of tho 
fTouse two chousand copies, and for the use of the 
otiicers of the National Observatory five hundred 
copies, of the reports of the total eclipse of the sun 
of August 7, 1869, by the officers of the Observatory, 
officers of the Army, and others. 

ROCK ISLAND BRIDGE. 

Mr. HAWLEY. 
to submit a joint resolution in relation to the 
construction of the Rock Island bridge for 
consideration at the present time. 

Mr. DICKEY. I object. 

TARIFF ON COAT 

Mr. COX. [ask unanimous consent to sub- 
mit the following resolution, on which I demand 
the previous question : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 


vag read, considered, and 


be instructed to insert in their forthcoming report a | 


clause repealing the unjust and burdensome tariff 


on coal. 
Objection was made, 
Mr. COX. I move to suspend the rules in 
order that the resolution may be considered, 
(he SPEAKER. That motion cannot be 


entertained at present while the gentleman has | 


the floor by the courtesy of the gentleman from 


Kausas, [Mr. CLarke,] who himself holds the | 


floor for the —— of moving a suspension 
of the rules. ° 
tuined if the gentleman from Kansas yields for 
that purpose. 
Mr. CLARKE, 
pose. 
| Mr. Beck) to offer a resolution. 
J. J, KISCH AND COMPANY, 
Mr. BECK. 


| cannot yield for that pur- 


Appropriations have instructed me to offer this 


morning: 


Resolved, That the Commigsioner of Internal Rev- | 


to inform this 
° Kiseh & Co., 
t, New York, have procured the copy- 
venue eoupon book to be used by 
distillers, rectifiers, and liquor dealers, known as 
blank form No, 52, preseribed as provided by section 
forty-tive of the act of July 20, 1808; and tostate why 

y change in the existing form No. 52 is required, 
the price paid for it, and the price now required to 
ho paidto J. J. Kiseh & Co. for that directed to be 
procured, and why the price is increased; and until 
the further action of this House the Commissioner 


enue be,and he is hereby, directed 
liouse by what authority, if any, J. 
Pearl stres } 


ht of the re 


of Internal Revenue is requested to suspend the | 
day of | 


excoution of the order issued on the 2% 
December, 1869, signed by J. W. Douglas, actin 
Commissioner, requiring the use of the new blank 
form No, 52. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. COX. Idemand the regular order. 
OSAGE INDIANS, 


Mr. CLARKE reported back from the Com- 
mittee en Indian Affairs House bill (H. R. 
No. 998) to provide for the removal of the 
Osage Indians to the Indian territory, and to 
dispose of their lands in Kansas to actual set- 
hers 
pended for the purpose of allowing the bill to 
be considered at the present time. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes the 
President of the United States to assign to or 


set apart from the lands in Indian territory | 


subject to settlement by friendly Indians, for 


the Osage Indians, a tract of land suitable in | 


size for their wants; a suitable portion of the 


I ask unanimous consent | 


‘he motion can only be enter- | 


[ yield to the gentleman from Kentucky | 


| submit the following reso. | 
lution of inquiry, which the Committee on | 


Tee « 1 } 
only; and moved that the rules be sus- | 
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The first section further provides that the 
President shall immediately take steps to effect 
the removal of the said Indians from the State 
of Kansas, and to settle them upon the lands 


which may be assigned to them under the pro- | 
| visions of this act. 


The second section proposes to enact that 


, the provisions of the first and second articles 


of the treaty between said Indians and the 


United States, proclaimed January 21, 1867, || 
for the disposition of money arising from the || 


roceeds of land ceded by said articles, shall 
e carried into effect, the President to deduct 
therefrom a sufficient amount to be used in 


defraying the expense of the removal and loca- | 
tion of said Indians, as contemplated by this | 


act, provided that disposition shall be made 
of the lands ceded by said articles as provided 


in said treaty and the act of Congress approved | 
April 10, 1869; provided, however, that said | 
act shall continue in force until all of said | 


lands are disposed of. 
The third section provides that the United 
States, in consideration of the relinquishment 


by said Indians of their present diminished |) 


reserve in Kansas, shall pay annually interest 


on the amount of money received as proceeds | 
of sale of said lands at the rate of five per cent., | 


to be used by the President for the benefit of 
said Indians in such manner as he may deem 
proper; and for this purpose an accurate 
account shall be kept by the Secretary of the 
Interior of the money received as proceeds of 
sale, and the aggregate amount received prior 
to the Ist day of November of each year shall 
be the amount upon which the payment of 
interest shall be based; provided that interest 
shall be paid as aforesaid until the proceeds of 
sale of said lands shall amount to $1,000,000 
in addition to the expenses of survey, then said 
amount of $1,000,000 shall be invested by the 
President in bonds of the United States and 
shall be held for said Indians, and the interest 
thereon shall be expended by the President for 
their benefit; provided further that if any of 
said lands remain undisposed of after the pro- 
visions of this act are complied with the same 
shall be subject to the operations of the home- 
stead and preémption laws of the United States. 

The fourth section provides that the land 


| within the diminished reserve of said Indians 


in Kansas shall be immediately surveyed by 
the surveyor general of the district of Kansas, 
under the direction of the Commissioner of the 


General Land Office, as other public lands are | 


surveyed, the expense of said survey to be paid 
from the proceeds of sale of said lands. 

The fifth section provides that all of said 
lands shall be immediately open to settlement 
and shall be sold to actual bona Jide settlers 
only, in quantities not to exceed one hundred 
and sixty acres to any one person, at the price 
of $1 25 per acre, payment to be made in cash 
within one year from date of settlement or from 


the passage of this act, the settlement and pay- | 


ment to be under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Interior; provided that the sixteenth 
and thirty-sixth sections in each township of 
said lands shall be reserved to the State of 
Kansas for school purposes. 

The sixth section authorizes the President 
of the United States to cause the tract of land 
selected for said Indians in the Indian ter- 
ritory to be surveyed and to allot to said Indians 
lands in severalty, the title of the Indians to 
be evidenced by such form of certificate or 
patent as he may deem advisable; also, to 
expend such portion of the interest provided by 
this act to be paid to the United States or of 
the interest on the amount provided to be in- 


vested in bonds of the United States, as in his || 
judgment he may deem best, for surveying and | 


allotting land at their new home, in making 


improvements thereon, and of providing them | 


with agricultural implements, seeds, &c., and 


_also for the promotion of education. 


The question was on suspending the rules. 
Mr. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, | desire to 


same to be adapted for agricultural purposes. !\ inquire—— 





January 3]. 


Mr. COX. Tobject to debate. 
On suspending the rules there we; 
60, noes 4%; no quorum voting, 
The Speaker, under the rule, ordered to)}, 
and appointed Mr. CLargr and Mr, Cox | 
The House again divided; and the ta) 
reported—ayes 75, noes 39, ne Lie, TS 
Before the result was announced. ite 
Mr, CLARKE demanded the yeas and ; os 
On ordering the yeas and nays there wer... ot 
ayes twenty-seven, noes not counted: nor ae ry 


| fifth of the last vote voting in the affirmar;: 


Mr, CLARKE demanded tellers on or = 
ing the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and the Spea); iy 
appointed Mr, Crarke and Mr. Cox, — lala 

The tellers reported—ayes thirty, noi : 
counted. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered, \ irg! 

Mr. COX. I would inquire if the bill } : 
been printed ‘ 

The Clerk 
printed, 

Mr. COX, 


, 


stated that the bill had } 


Hlow many millions of ae 


: 10t 
land does it dispose of ? pd, 
The question was taken and there wi ie ih 
yeas 87, nays 54, not voting 74; as follow Mr 
YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ambler, Areber, A rentiel 
strong, Arnell, Asper, Bailey, Banks, B hs re 
jeatty, Benton, Biair, George M. Brooks, pb = 
Backley, Burehard, Cake, Cessna, Clarke, tials 0! 
Cobb, Cook, Conger, Cullom, Deweese, Ela, | ame ft 
worth, Ferriss, Finkelnburg, Fisher, Piteh, Gari wean 
Griswold, Hate, Hamill, Hamilton, Hawley, H: — 
lloar, Jenckes, Kelley, Kelsey, Knapp. Latl but th 
rence, Logan, Loughridge, McCrary, Mercur, | provid 
kim If. Moore, Samuel P. Morrill, Myers, 0’) ea 
Orth, Packard, Packer, Paine, Poland, Pom, alege 
Porter, Sargent, Sawyer, Schenck, Scotield, § unable 
Lionel A. Sheldon, John A. Smith, Wiiliam Sim) the Ce 
Starkweather, Stevens, Stokes, Stoughton, sty thatck 
| land, Strong, Taffe, ‘Townsend, ‘Twiehell, | oe 
pson, Van Horn, Cadwalader C. Wash ndain, 
Velker, Whittemore, Wilkinson, Willa: thev ¢ 
liams, John T. Wilson, and Winans—87. aoa 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Barnum, Beck, ney § 
Bingham, Bird, Boyd, Buffinton, Barr, Chnre! being 
Cowles,Cox,Crebs, Dickinson, Dox, Duy al, Eldri it. the 
Golladay, Greene, Hay, Holman, Johnson, Thor conait 


L. Jones, Judd, Kellogg, Kerr, Ketcham, kn ar 
Marshall, Maynard, McCormick, MeGrew, McNe iN Q' 








Niblack, Platt, Potter, Randall, Reading, li Kenzi 
gers, Schumaker, Sherrod, Slocum, Stiles, Surads his 2 
Sweeney, Van Auken, Van Trump, Voorhees, \ e! S 
Eugene M. Wiison, Winchester, Witcher, and \} inabl 
ward—54. and t 
NOT VOTING—Megers. Ames, Axtell, Benja non 
Bennett, Boles, Bowen, James Brooks, Burd = 
Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Calk the x 
Cleveland, Clinton L. Cobb, Coburn, Davis, Day hat 
Dickey, Dixon, Dockery, Donley, Dyer, Ferry, i thn I 
Getz, Gibson, Gilfillan, Haight, Haldeman, Hom a 
ton, Hawkins, Hays, Heaton, Hill, Hoag, Ii print 
Hooper, Hotchkiss, Ingersoll, Alexander H. Jon comn 
Julian, Lash, Lynch, Mayham, McCarthy, Miln¢ aveat 
Jesse H. Moore, William Moore, Morgan, Dai See 
J. Morrell, Morrissey, Mungen, Negley, Palm testir 
eters, Phelps, Prosser, Reeves, Ridgway, unde 
santord, Porter Sheldon, Joseph 8. Smith, Willi oan | 
J. Smith, Worthington C, Smith, Stevenson, St oa 
Swann, Tanner, Tillman, Trimble, Ward, Wiil Lass, 
B. Washburn, Wheeler, and Wood—74. over 
So (two thirds not voting in favor th it 
} . at 
| the rules were not suspended. oat. 
com!) 
TARIFF ON COAL. resol 
Mr. COX. I move to suspend the rul: here 
| enable me to offer the following resolution : indi 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Me sona 
be instructed to insert in their forthcoming repo! to M 
clause repealing the unjust and burdensome ta ber « 
on coal, aad 
, 1) 
Mr. RANDALL. 1 move to lay the resolu he 
tion on the table. : Hou 
The SPEAKER. The resolution 1s _ resp 
before the House. The gentleman from 4‘ exp 
York [Mr. Cox] moves to suspend the ru! tame 
that the resolution may be brought before | M 
House. so fi 
The question was put on Mr. Cox’s motion read 
/ and there were—ayes 31, noes 78. that 
So (two thirds not voting in favor thereo! war 
_the rules were not suspended. the 
MEMBER SWORN IN. Ihe 
bee ; ° ee 1a 
Mr. PAINE. I rise to a question of priv! Mr 
lege. Mr. Richard 8. Ayer, Representative: a 
elect from the first congressional district 0 “a 
| Virginia, is present and desires to be sworn 1b. wie 
The SPEAKER. Is he one of the gentle a 








) 
‘ 
; 


— 


1870. 


PAINE. Yes, sir. 
BINGHAM. Has the gentleman from 


+ 1 ] 
O n to Mr. Lewis McKen- 
| trom U ve disti ol 
1 ne sworn in on Ul! prina jac 


question at presen 


AYER appeare 1 and quan d by takin y 


nreseribed by the act of July 2, 1862, 
LEWIS M KENZIE, VIRGI 4 


BINGHAM. I rise to a question of 

[ offer the following ri 
‘ is McKenzie beonowsworn 
ber of this House from the seventh district 


the prima /s right therot 
prejudice to the claim of Charles W hit- 


ULLON 








ntestant to such eeat, or to his right to pro 
im thereto. 
an of the Committee of 
fr. McKenz certificate 
same in form and substance 
of the other members from Virginia 
sworn in? 
With the permission of the 
to the House 


The ereden- 


bos 


tnreciscly the 


ave been 

rA | N | 

1an from Ohiol will staté 
‘-ecise condition of this case. 
of this gentleman are, I believe, in the 
ne form as the credentials of other geutle- 
from Virginia who have been sworn in, 
there is a resolution of the House which 
vides that whenever either contestant shall 
lege that the other claicean! to the seat is 
ie to take the ‘‘iron-clad oath,’’ so called, 
: Committee of Elections shall inquire into 
atcharge, and shall report to the House their 
ling. Until they shall decide that question 





uUlli 
y can make no report to the House, and if 
they shall find that the person charged with 
ing unable to take that oath is unable to take 
they shall be discharged from the further 
nsideration of his claim. 
Now, it happens that in this case Mr. Mc- 
Kenzie’s opponent, Mr. Whittlesey, alleges i 
notice of contest that Mr. McKenzie is 
aable to take theso-called ** iron-clad oath,’ 
ud testimony has been taken on both side 
on the at question, which I understand to be 
main question involved in the contest. 
testimony is voluminous, and is now in 
the hands of the printer. Until it can be 
printed and laid before the committee the 
ommittee will be unable to dispose of that 
uestion. The committee, therefore, until the 
stimony shall be printed, will be unable 
nder the resolution of the House, to make 
any further report in this case. But, neverthe- 
it is true that the House, having all power 
ver this subject in its hand s, may, of course, 
‘it sees fit, permit Mr. McKenzie to take the 
bh. I would sav, not as a member of the 
because I am precluded by the 
solution of the House from taking any action 
re asa member of the committee; but as an 
individual I will say that I can have no per 
sonal objection to this oath being administered 
, Me Ke 1Z10 if he can take il, and us a mem- 
ber of the committee I can raise no objection, 
rr should I regard that the entertaining of 
1@ motion of the wentle ‘man from Ohio by the 
House would be an exhibition of want of 
spect to the committee, the committee being 
expressly } recluded presenting a que 
n of this kind to the House. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I wish to state that 
) faras Mr. McKenzie is concerned he stands 
ady to take the oath. I will further 
that [knew Mr. McKenzie very well duringthe 
War, and as coniy the fall of 1861 and during 
the following winter. I spenta portion of that 
winter in Alexandria with the regiment which 
h iad raised and which I was then commanding. 
. McKenzie was then acting mayor of Alex 
an vie, and iu my opinion as loyal a man as 
: ever lived, He remained there true to the flag 
tle when the rebels fled. He was a true man, 4 
great deal truer man than some military officer 


minittee, 


from 


state 
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NAL 


n slexandria atthe time. He has taken the 
ste um be times since then, having 
al positions in Alexandria 
\ And 1] wel] \ } 

’ . ‘ } + 

y I l nother, th there 
' a | 
no more loyal man in the country than Lewis 
Ni a , 

McKenzie, and that he can take the test-oath 
is readily as I « other member of the 


House can take it. 
Mr. i rec NARD. his question having 
upon the House in this manner, it 
ut just to > the at plicant, Mr. McKenzie, and 


Z S i 
but right in me to state that [ knew him inti- 





mately during pretty much all the time the late 
war Was going on. Under an election which 
‘ sae ttempted to be held in that 
} tof Virginia under the ¢ isp fw] 
call a the \\ e] Lg ernment and w cl 
was after 1 recognized by Co { id 
proses il l we to \ 1] P + 
inger that eiec n, Air. MckKe >claimed to 
i been e( ed { \ H ust He im1e 
here and asked to b allowed to take his . 
lenied to him by the H 

I lway recogni 1 Mr. Mek 

loyal man, as a Union man, co6perating with 
the fort of the Gov iment 1 th ippre 

n of the rebellion, 1 as thors rh} identi 
fied with the Government in feeling. As to 
the merit f the cont ( )} t 
eat I ki thing and have | i I ng 
but in regard to the question of the } 
loyalty of Mr. Mckenzie I should y much 
irprised to learn anything that wa 
ent with thorough loyalty on his part 

Mr. BU RR. The only ugge stionu l, _ 
member of the Committee of Elections, have 


have no objection 
‘to the person now seeking to besworn 

in asa goed of this Hou 

entitled to aseat here, and waiving any fu 


ther invé tigation by the Committee of Ele 


to make, i this: while I 

W hate 

e as being pri na 

fa i 
‘ 

disl yyalty which has been 


him, still I should like to hay 


iO? t r 
tions of the char ge of 


mace avail 


} 7 ‘ i ~ 4 , 
ne gouera: understanding Ol LD unre 
which un be hereafter follorred pre 
: 
Gent, 


Chere is one case which 
to the committee and is 


1 
be en spoKren 


has already been sent 
there rest ng at t 
time. It has } of by different gen 
who can on this floor hin = rsonal 
information, which, however, I suppose would 
be unavailing in his case. I will merely say that, 
in my judg gment, there ought to be some gen 
eral rulee stab ished about these matters which 


may be sonsidered hereafter as a recedent 
Having said this much, I will say [ have no 
} } ‘ ’ x - 4 
personal onjer { pr oO i ¢ l 
#143 +37 
Luis wAaks 
aa oe .. 
fr. CESSNA I ive no K ige upon 
4 } +] +} oF 
ul ‘ as ) evuel eq] l 
j y honld 1 tt he ewornin. ereent tiat 
a a 
member of the Committee of Elections, 


I have read his answer isian read that 


answer, | am strongly of the opinion that | 
} ] neo ft { } mel uy} } } 
SHali ¢ l¢ ) Satine Con 1 woico i 
entleman f Oh M B i 

come to 


1 
resoiution at this time 


papers « 


But I object to this 
for this reason: the whole of the 
Virginia delegation have been referred to 
the Committes of Elections, and we have 


3; in the cages O! iX Of them, and 


they : hoa already been sworn in. But in 
regard to the other two cases we have not been 
enlightened by a sing rd fr the Com 
ritte f Elections. "Fo yr that reason, and 
that alone, it seems to me that it s premat ir 
to have this matter thrust upon the House at 


' ‘ 1 
[he Committee of Elections will hold its 


] + - ‘ . : + 
reguiar meetlng morrow morning, and it 
eems to me it would be more satisfactory to 

1 l 
the House to have these matters passed upon 
by a committee and reported upon to the 
Hi Ist 


now p vat this case through the House 


while it 1 nen d ling before the committee we 


‘ . row ‘ 


or some other day be asked 


GLOBE. 


—-_ 
a 
—— 
oJ] 
as A 8 ser 
Bo 





put some other gentleman's name on the roll 
+> ) 
without any consideration of his case by t 
ee. For this reason, and because by 


the former action of the House his ea 
been referred to the committee, which has not 
I ynsider it, 1 object to 

ction by the House at the present mor 
he committee « anh report to-morrow mornit 
and I have no doubt the rey 
the claims of this gentleman; but | 
think all cases of 


had lime to < 


“4 
&D1IG LO 
' , ) 13 


} 
tals Kind should rec 


sideration at tl ig hands & committee, an it 
reason I would seed r, if agreeable to 
views of the gentleman from Ohio Mir. Bos 

iAM,] that action on tl 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, | my 
lesire to make asuggestion to my colleague [ M 
BinGuamM ] and throug!) » Mr. McKe: 


I would suggest that my colleague withd: 


ha 
na 


matter | delave 


the present motion in order to await the act 


ot the « nmitlee, V hi h lw CTsSLanU Will \ y 
s00n be reported to the House, and will no 
doubt be favorable to the claim of Mr. MekKer 


zie tO @ Seal. 


I know a little about Mr. Me 


very mut h dispose d to doul t any alle rat i 
whatever imputing to him a want of entir 
loyalty. lam pertectly willing to trust to his 


judgment and his conscience the determinati 
of the question whether he can take again th 
oath which he ha utly | i 
But it appears to me that to bring Mr. McKer 
to the House by this Cx: 


hter vw} 


r, while the committee are el bere 


‘ 
ipon his case and likely very soon to repo 


might place him in a rather awkward positior 
It would , y judgme ha hett ‘ \f 

yvouid, in iy judcgm iL. i i 1Ol i 
4 - ,1 


McKenzieto beadmitt 
on both sides, 


tion as would be afforded by the report of th 


u here upon prool tak 


} ‘ ; 
&nd such & triuthbponant vind 


committee, than to be brought Vhbatmignht 
be termed a ap idgment [ use thet 
ino evil sense. I know he ympathe 


ure in this eens - | know how 


apt we a 
act upon our persoual Opinions in these ms: 


ters, with mut reference sometimes to lormw 
Were Mr. McKenzie admitted in the mann 
now proposed it might be said that, fearir 


1e committee, he had obtaine 
eft-handed way. 
shall vote tor my colleague’ 


th 
8% 
} 
i 





prop ion if it be pressed, believing that M | 
McKenzie can conscientiously take this o 
and ought to be admitted, | would suggest 
that the motion of my colleague be withdrawn 
{ » or Lure lays, or, at least, for one day. 
rder to enable the committee to rep< 
ind thus give Mr. McKenzie his vindication 
Mr. CESSNA One day will be llncient 
Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I am 
nerfect accord with the view expre ed b 
colleagu Mr. © CK ta.3 
ad 1, a ierefore I bay l l 
] ull e 10 the ( 1m 1 Lvit I yt 
inquired into this case and do not intend to 
nquire into it until testimony shall have 
been printed, which v ot be till sixty d 
hence 
Mi SSN \ (nh, ! 


body sriguts. it does not atiect 


ny right of this House. Should it at any time 
be brought to the notice of the House, either | 


the report of acommittee or the statementof a 


member on the floor, that a party had fa 





jualified, it would be com for t} 7 
to pass upon the question at once | 
a man as well qualified as any of us tot 
test-oath shall have his case suspended 
days await ng the action of the P p 
because the contestant has chosen to } 
papers an allegation that his opp 

c annot take the oath, i uply lenvineg to t 
people of the district n que tion the right 
representation. This is nota quest F ay 
pathy with me. but a matter of d ity 

I will iraw my resolution if the ch 
nan of the Committee of Elections will ' 
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that the committee will report on this question 
io-morrow. I yield to him for a moment that 
he may give me an answer on this point. 

Mr. PAINE. Mr. Speaker, I understand 
the gentleman to inquire whether the Commit- 
tes of Elections will be able to report on this 
case to-morrow. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Yes, sir. 

Ir. PAINE. I cannot Bay that the com- 
mittee will be ready to report on this case 
to-morrow, because the testimony on this pre- | 
cise point is very voluminous, and it is now, as 
1 understand, in the hands of the printer. Ido 
not see how we can report to-morrow. 

Mr. BINGHAM. And I understand the 
commitice cannot make a report till the printer 
prints the testimony; and the printer will not 
havo it ready till sixty days hence. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, | submit to the House upon such a 
slate of facts as that it is simply unjust to deny 
to this man the right to take the oath under 
his responsibility to the House. He can be 
expelled any day by a two-thirds vote if it 
should appear that he had taken it falsely. As 

the po verot the House over him there is nv 
question about that. As to the rights of the 
contestant they are reserved by the express 
words of the And it is simply 

am advised by the chairman of the 


‘ 


resolution. 
se, I 
Committee of Elections, they do not propose 
to consider the matter until the papers have 
heen printed, and they cannot be printed for 
ixty days, that [ ask the resolution be passed. 

Mr. BURR. Inthe mean time the commit 
tee will have jurisdicti yt. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Of course they will. I 
jemand the previous question. 

he House divided ; and there were 
i0, noes 00; no quorum voting. 
the SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 
| and appointed Mr. Diekey and Mr. 


vecau 


aves 


(he House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 71, noes Gs. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

Mr, STEVENSON demanded the yeas and 
iuys ou ordering the main question. 

Mr. FERRISS demanded tellers on the yeas 
and hay 

lellers were not ordered 
nays were not ordered. 

Che main question was ordered 

Che resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BINGHAM moved to recousider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed tv. 

Mr. MeKenziz presented himself at the 
Speaker's desk, and qualified by taking the 
oath prescribed by act of July 2, 1862. 

DEPARTMENTAL ESTIMATES. 

Mr. UPSON. I ask unanimous consent to 
submit the following resolution : 

Whereas statements have been made to this House 
calculated toconvey the impression that tho expenses | 
ot the Government, instead of having been dimi 


; und the yeas and 


| jimin 
ished, have been increased since the beginning cf 
the present Administration, as well as to the people 
that official information should bo given in reference 
)euch expenses: Thorefore, 
Resolved, That the Secretary of State, the Secre- , 
‘ry of the Treasury, the Seoretary of the Interior, 

: Secretary of War, the Secrotary of the Navy, and 
‘ic Postinaster Geveral, be roqnested to inform the 
Javuse whether the estimates of their respective De- 

mts for the fiscal year ending June 80, 1871, 
d tho estimates or appropriations for the fiscal 
year Onding June 30, L870; andif co, that they state 
fae reasons for euch increased estimatos. 

Objection was made, 

Myr TTPSOWN 

Mr. UPSON moved to suspend the rules. 

ibe House divided; and there were—ayes 
iz, noes 48; 10 quorum voting. 

Che SPEAKER, under therule, ordered tell- 
ers, and appointed Mr. Ursoy and Mr. Brrr. 

lhe House again divided; and the tellers | 
reported—ayes 66, noes 58. 

So (two thirds not having voted in favor 
thereof) the rules were not suspended. 


SPEAKER'S TABLE. 
Mr. LOUGHRIDGE moved that the House 


»rt 
partm 


exXcot 


| communication from the 


} 
' 


| 


proceed to the censideration of the business 
on the Speaker’s table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
ABSTRACTION OF STAMLS. 
the SPEAKER laid before the House a 
?ostmaster General, 
in reply to a resolution of the House dated 


» 


January 27, 1870, directing him to communi- 


| cate to this House any information that he may 


have iu relation to the abstraction of stamps 
from the post office at Havre de Grace, Mary- 
land, on or about the 21st day of June, 1869. 

The communication was referred tothe Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 


| ordered to be printed. 


DUTY 

lhe SPEAKER also laid before the House 

a letter from the Governor of West Virginia, 
transmitting joint resolutions of that State 
opposing reduction of duty ou foreign coal ; 


ON COAL. 


| which were referred to the Committee of Ways 


und Means, and ordered to be printed. 


MARINE HOSPITAL SERVICE, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Lhe SPEAKER also Jaid before the House 


a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting a bill for the reorgan- 
ization of the marine hospital service; which, 
on motion of Mr. INGERSOLL, was 


| the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 


' was a bill (H. R. No. 


be printed. 
PATENT OFFICE REPORY. 
Phe SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the Commissioner of 


year ending December 31, 1869; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents, 
dered to be printed. 

FIVPEENTH AMENDMEDT. 


and or- | 


referred to 


the SPEAKER also laid before tho House | 


the following communication from the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Ohio: 
Srare or Ono, Executive DrepartMENT, 
COLUMBUS, January 28, 1870. 
Str: I have tie bonor to transmit horewith joint 
resolutions ratifying tho proposed “ fifteenth consti- 
tutional amendment” passed by the Genoral Assem- 
bly of the State of Ohio January 27, A. D. 1879. 


Vory respectfully, 84 
R. B. UAYES, Governor. 


Tomee ai 


To the Speaker of 
Washington, wm: ©. 


k epreveniatives, 


The communication and accompanying res- 
olutions were referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SYSTEM. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
the following message from the President of 
the United States : 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

1 herowith transmit to Congress a report, dated 
th instant, received from the Secretary of State, 
in compliance with the requirements of the eight- 
eonth eection of the act entitled ‘An act to regulate 
the diplomatic and consular systems of the United 
States,” approved August 18, 1A: 


>» 


U.S. GRANT. 
Exrertive Mansion, 


Wasarcrtoy, D.C., January 29, 1870 


The SPEAKER. The accompanying papers 


have goue to the Senate, and the House cannot | 


make an order with reference to them. They 
will be printed by order of the Senate, 

The message was referred to the Committee 

on Foreign Atiairs, and ordered to be printed. 
LAND DISTRICT IN WYOMING. 


The next business on the Speaker's table 
84) to establish a land 


district in Wyoming Termtory, and for other | 


purposes, returned from the fenate 


amendments. 
rhe amendments were read, as follows: 


Pago 1, line six, after the word “laws” insert ‘‘all 
other laws not locally inapplicable.”’ 

Page 1, line eleven, after the word ‘‘ Wyoming” 
insert ‘‘ with a salary of $3,000 per annum.’”’ 

Pago 1, line fifteen, strike out the word ‘’ compena 


” 


ation. 


Che amendments were agreed to. 


with | 


| similar bill to this was reported, and 
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PROFESSOR RAYMOND'S REPoRY. 

Ihe next business on the Speaker's ta} 
vas the following concurrent resolution of 
Senate; which was read, and referred 
Committee on Printing: 

Resolved Uy the Senate, (the House of Roprese, 
tives concurring,) That five thousand copies of +) 
report of Professor Raymond on mines and 
bo printed for the use of the Senate. 

JOIN CC. REESIDE. 

The next business on the Speaker's tal 

was a joint resolution (S. R. No. 2) for y 


th 
to t] 


MUving 


| relief of Johu C. Reeside ; which was read , 


first and second time. 

The joint resolution was read. It author}, 
and directs the Quarterimaster General to ge. 
tle and pay upon the bills of lading the accoun;, 


, of John C. Reeside, for the transportation o; 


public stores at the contract price, for th, 
amount of public stores actually transported 
under his coutract dated April 4, 1867, 
route No. 2, for Kansas, Colorado, and N, 
Mexico. 

Mr. HULMAN. I believe this joint re 
lution is subject to the objection that it co 
tains an appropriation, aud should go to th 
Committees on Appropriations. T make tha: 


, point of order. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules th 
point of order. ‘The joint resolution diree: 
the payment to be made by the Quartermasi 
General, and the payment would come out 
an appropriation already made. 


Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. This joint resolution 


| was introduced into the l’ortieth Congress, and 
; eas | went to the Committee on Military Affairs 0: 
Patents, transmitting his annual report for the || 


this House. The committee were unanimous!) 
in favor of its passage, and it passed this 
Houee without any opposition. It then wen 
to the Senate, but did not pass that body 
During the first session of the present Co: 
gress it passed the Senate, being recommende! 
by the Committee on Military Affairs of th 
Senate. The object of the joint resolution 
simply to pay Reeside for transportation 
public stores at contract prices. 

It seems that in 1867 Reeside entered in 
a contract with the Government for the pur 
pose of carrying freight at certain rates. I 
carried the freight tor some three month 
Then difficulties arose; very heavy floods cam 
on and broke up the roads; and this, taken iu 
connection with Indian hostilities which brok 
out, rendered it absolutely impossible for hin 
to go on with bis contract. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to ask the geuti 
mana question. Out of the funds which ar 
liable for the purpose how much will it requir 
to be appropriated to pay the amount of tli 
bill? 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. 1| cannot say whe 
will be the exact amount. My impression 1s 
that it will be about five thousand Doliars, bu 
J am not certain. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman « 
seut to limit the amount to $6,000? ¥ 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. No; Icannot. Hi 
simply asks payment for what he actually 
hauled at the coutract price, which was very 
low indeed. He only asks payment for what h« 
did, nothing more and nothing less. The bil! 
is fair. I send to the Clerk’s desk the repor' 
of the Committee on Military Affairs of th 
House in the Fortieth Congress in this cas, 
and ask to have it read. 

The Clerk read the report. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I now jield tor « 


moment to the chairman of the Committe 


on Military Affairs, [Mr. Locay. ] 


Mr. LOGAN. I know nothing myself abou' 
the facts of this case, but I have inquired o! 
ee who were on the Committee o! 
Military Affairs of the last Congress, Pr 8 

hud 
that the statements made by thegentleman frow 
Iowa [Mr. LovGurinGE] are strictly correc’. 


A bill similar to this was unanimously reporte¢ 
by the Committee on Military Affairs of the 
‘last House and passed the House, and there 


1870. 


YY 


fore Wh 
lid not 
[he con 
mined | 
‘ have i 
hich I 


Cc ngres 


commit 
Mr. § 
tary Al 
damag' 
of som 
claims 
to then 
claims. 
Mr. | 
{o hav 
to the 
Mr. 
referre 
[ desir 
of Cla: 
Mr. 
that p 
Qhio, 
Mr. 
has be 
Milita 
chairn 
very d 
state b 
tothe 
trans} 
of sup 
He er 
ation, 
exten 
it imy 
his ce 
hostil 
whicl 
diffier 
with | 
that | 
contr 
the 1 
tract: 
work 
brok 
la 4 
he hi 
whet 
he r 
whic 
whet 
that 
was 
for | 
to ti 
done 
N 
the 
that 
the 
vou 
give 
lor | 
and 
M 
leag 
refu 
don 
\ 
not 
Sto} 
the 
the 








TU, 


when this bill came from the Senate | 
reference to the 


1 not ask its committer 

committee of the last House having ex: 
ne 1 it and fot und it ct rrect, I had no desire 
-eitreexamined by tl 1€ present committee, 
h I suppose would probably come to tl 
-eonclusion as the committee of the la 


Mr. SCOFIELD. | 
the Committee 

: he usual cours cme 

re wis to the proper committee. it 

ntleman from Iowa will give me an 

y I will move to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. If the gentlem: t 

re me that opportunity I hope the House 

‘ll vote down the previous question. 
Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I think the prop 


mmitteeisthe Committee on Military Affair 


: ae ow this bill 
Claims. It « 
ills take he 


1c! 





airs 

r. SCOFIELD. The Committee on Mili 
Affairs have nothing to do w ith claims fi 

images. If every com mitte e@ ha Wing charge 


nag 
some branch of legislati on s 


laims that grow out of that legislation referred 
them they would all become committees 
— 

r. L OUGHRIDGE. Thatol jection ought 

have been made before the case was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. This bill has not been 
refe ed to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
[ desire to move to refer it tu the Committee 
of C "4 ms, where it belongs. 

. LOUGHRIDGE. I cannot 
that ‘patpene. I yield io the ¢ 
Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD. } 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The report which 
has been read was made by the Committee on 
Military Affairs of the last Congress when [ wa: 
chairman of that committee, and l remember 
ery distinctly the character of the case. 1 will 
state briefly whatitisand then leave the question 
This man Reeside contracted to 
transport supplies over one of the military lines 
of supplyin the West, and commenced his work. 
He employed teamsters to make the transpor 
gUlOn, and when he had gont ontoa certs Ain 
xtent Indian hostilities broke out and 

impossible for him to continue and com 
act. A little time before the % 

stilities broke out there were heavy 
v vbich swelled the rivers so as t 








for 


ieman irom 


yield 


tothe House. 








nis cont 


} 
) MaKe | very 


lificult, if not impossible, for him to keep up 
with the terms of his contract. The result was 
that he did not fulfill to the whole extent his 
contract tor transportation in consequence of 
the rains afid the Indian hostilit Con 
tracts were made with other parties and the 
work was done by them after Mr. Reeside 





broke down in his attempt to do the work. 
- the mean time the transportation which 
had done had been conducted in this way 


whenever a teamster came and took a load 


he received a bill of lading, or certificate, 
which was signed at the other end of the lin 

when the load was delivered. That certificate 
that he had carried a load weighing so much 


was his voucher that he was entitled to be paid 


for his work. Those vouchers were from time 
to time given out to teamsters as the work wa 
40118, 

Now, the bill which I reported by order ot 
the Committee on Military Affairs provided 
that Mr. Ree side should be se‘tled with for all 
the work actually done in so fu thes 

uchers or bills of lading had actualy b 


given, and no further, and if this bill provides 
lor that and nothing more it i: ust 
and ought to pass. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. I would ask my « 

gue upon what grounds the War 
re efaned to compensate Mr. Reeside for the work 
done under his contract ? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Well, he had 
not fulfilled the contract, and they ordered a 
stoppage of the settlement of his accounts until 
the whole que stion should be determined about 
the completion of the « 


contract 





THE CON 


NGRESSION 





hers, sworn official statements, 

and reports from the quartermaster’s depart 
ment stating the facts in the case. And upon 
ose rte vouchers a bill was reported ; and 
hink th the very one that the Committee 
on Military v Aff airs at that time recommended, 
but upon which no action was taken, it being 

» late in the session. 

Mr. WASHBUI tN, of Wisconsin Has Mi 
Reeside ever received an; I I y fe ( Sel 
vice performed ? 

Mr. G. LR FIELD, of Ohio, i do not under- 
stand that he has himselfever been paid a dol- 
lar or that any of his teamsters have been paid. 
Most of the vouchers now out are for work done 
by actual teamsters for which they have rs 
ceived no pay. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsit I wish to 
ask one further question. 

Mr. GARFIEL ),of Ohio. Very weil. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Can the 
gentleman state to the House how much money 
18 cud: in this matter’? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I could have 


stated formerly, and I believe I did state in the 
the Committee on Military Affairs 
remember what the tetal 


report of 
but I 
amount is. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. As no 
seems to know what amount of money is 
nvolved in this bill, 1 certainly thinkit should 
e rete rred to a committee for investigation 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. It 


ao not now 


cannot 


amount to any more than the contract price for 
the actualamount of work done. As the work 
has been done by persons under the authority 


of the Government, it seems to me that the 
tion of the amount is not so pertinent. I 

ade this statement at the request of the 

gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. LouGnripGe. ] 


4 
’ . 
third reading ot 


upon 


have m 
The q iestion was the 
the bill. 

Mr. LOUGHR 
question. 

lhe question was taken upon seco - ug the 
previous question ; and upon a division the re 
ayes 29, noes 25; no quorum voting. 

ordered ; and Mr. LocGuripGe 

and Mr. ScorreLp were appointed. 

Ih >» House ag ain di ivided : iad the 
reported that there were—ayes 69, noes 45 

So the previ jus ques stion was second led. 
he main question was ordered ; whic h 
the bill to be read a third time. 
third time, and 


IDGE. f call the pre 


yious 


were— 
Lellers were 


\f 


i} 
veliers 


was 
upon ordering 

Che bill was then read the 
passe 1. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGL 
the vote by which the bill was passe d: 
anoved that the motion to 1 | 
on the table. 
ter 


onsider 


woved to rec 
and also 


’  °¢ 
r) fer ive Lid 


motion agreed ti 


was 


LINCOLN MEMORIAL. 


oS at 
[he next business on the Speaker s tabie 
wasajointresolution (S. K. No. 77) autborizin 


a distribution vad the the 


en 


4 opies 


t the 


rem 
Tributes of the 


alning 1n 


artinent of State 


tions t vAl braham Lincoln; which was taken 
- and read a first and second time. 
rhe , int resolution provides that the cop! 
of the J'ributes of the Nations to Abraham 


undistributed and 
von sha 


Lincoln now 
the posse 

listributed as 
and member of the 


re malt ung 


session of ti 


ie Secretary ot 
1OliOWS: One ¢ aco 


How eof R 2pre 


menator 


sentatives who has not already received a copy, 
and the remainder to be distri buted by the 
Secretary of State to ia public libraries iu the 
United States, and to such persons as + the 


gment of the 
Mr. LAFLIN. 


Secretary sha 


L m 


il Seem 


. «a+ he ion + 
ve that this joi r 
> 


lution be referred to the Committee } Print 
Lhe motion was agreed to; and the joint 
resolution was referred accordingly. 


NAL GLOBE. 


A message from the Senate, Mr. HaMuin 
one of its clerks, informed the House ut t 
Senate had passed a bill anda ) tres 
of the following titles, in which the ¢ rren¢ 
of the House was re quested : 

An act (S. N 0. 895) to establish the colle 
tion distri of Willamette, in the ota 
Uregon ; aad 

A: joint resolution (S. R. No. 15) giv yc 
struction to the acts of Congr 8S gran y ia 
to the State of Wisconsin to aid in | 
railro ] 

ACCOUNTS OF JOHN W. FORNEY. 

Che House resumed the consideration 
business upon the Speaker's table, the nes 
business being a joint resolution (S. R. No. § 
to close the accounts of John W. Forney, 


Se 


the Speaker's table 


} 
ond t 


re 


to close the accounts of John W. Forney, lat 
Secretary of the Senate. on the boo of tl 
Treasury the Comptroller of the Tr iry | 
authorized to bring such credit balan 
have been found due to him on account of 
appropriations as have been exhausted to | 
debit on certain other appropriations in w 
balances have been found against h 
having already satisfied the entire bala 
which has been found due by him on the | 
settlement of his accounts 

Mr. DICKEY. Icalltorthe pre jue 
tion. 

Mr. BURR. Is it in order to move ref 
this joint resolution to the Con t 
propriations ¢ 

The SPEAKER. Not pend ( 
the previous question. 

Che previous question wa conded ar 
main question ordered ; and under the oj 
tiun thereof the joint resolution read thie 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. DICKEY d to? wider the v 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; an 
also moved that the motion to reconsider 
laid on the table. 

The latter motian was agreed 

l MISFAL VU ARMY OFFICE! 

Lhe next | isineéss Ou th ope uk I al 
was a joint resolution (S. R. No. 84) auth 
izing the President to strike from the rolis of 
the Army the names of certain othcers; whu 
was taken up and read a fir and second tim 

Mr. KELSEY | move that this joi 
resolution be re red to the Committee o 
Military Affai 

Lhe 10liOn Was agre | to; @ l Lie ( 
esolution anaes rdingly 

rECHE, LOUISIANA 

The next business on the Speake ta 
was a bill (S. No. 83) to define the 1 t 
t collection district of Teche, in the §S 
of L 115)an and f r Oo b®r pur; y 
was taken up and read a first and second 1e 

Mr. SHELDON, Louis Ly e th 
th bill be referred to t C nitter 
Commer 

Lhe mi yn W&s agre it 1 the bill wa 
referred accordingl) 

LIOT SPRINGS RESERVATION ARKANSAS 

lhe next busihe n the Speaker’ 

a s bill (S N . l relation to ¢ 
Springs reservation, in Arkansas 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. ROGERS. I move tl 
referred to the Committee on the Jud y 

Mr. ORTH. I think tl t should g ) 
Committee on Private Land Claims. Iu 
to amend the motion otf t rentieman fron 
Arkansas | Mr. {0GERS } by striking out ** th 

Judiciary nd erting Priva Liat 
Claims 


etary of the Senate; which was taken 
ad a fir 


] he quesuon 


so] 


= 


r 
i 
) 
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IGEKS. IJ will accept the amend Mr, PAIEE. No, sir. I cali for the pre- | com resigned is still vacant I do not ec yan bora 
{my motion. vious quesion on ordering the bill toa third | necessity there is for passing this joj t re met 
LOWNSEND., i think the bill ought |) reading. j tion; but if the place is not vacant a Mr. Ba 
red to the Committee on the Public Un seconding the previous question, there | been filled since his resignation this join: , Mr. S1 
were—ayes 42, noes 24; no quorum voting. olution will in effect create a new offi : ped I 
PIAKER. If there be no objection lhe SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered Mr. BANKS. Ido not Speak ot aim t ol ' 
will be referred to the Committee on | tellers; and appoiuted Mr. Tarre and Mr. place; but the Secretary of the Nayy i... phe DL 
Jaand Claims. LINKELNBURG., expressed a doubt about accepting the servic je case } 
as no objection. The House divided; and the tellers report- | of Mr. Hanscom after so long a time ¢j suce 
satin aidan ed—ayes 68, noes 42. resignation was accepted. le bY 
an So the previous question was seconded Mr. DAWES. 1 do not wis! st100 | 
ry : ° : ‘ ; 19 I 8 questo Ss seco ed, Dir. A id. 0 nO 1S tO Opposs y 
-He next business on the speakers table On ordering the main question, there were— resolution; but I simply wish to know the in Naval 
' DI (S. NO. 296) to ame id existing laws ayes 45, noes 46; no quorum voting. whether it makes an additional office or no: eslOBs 
internal revenue; which He — La The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered Mr. BANKS. Ido not understand th; theit INV! 
+ BRS SRSeeE oe, On i referred to the Com tellers; and appointed Mr. Tarre and Mr. | does. rge . 
nittee of Ways and Means. INGERSOLL. Mr. PAINE. J do not know that I am 1 J08t" 
POTOMAC INSURANCE COMPANY, The House divided ; and the tellers reported | clined to oppose this joint resolution: by; to the J 
The next business on the Speaker’s table || that they failed to agree in the count. wish the gentleman from Massachusetts w _— 
was a bill (S. No. 383) to renew and continue lhe SPEAKER. The Chair appoints the | state why itis that a measure of this sort shoy ch tnt 
in force the charter of the Potomac Insurance |, gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Scorig.p] | pass to enable the President or the Secret .” 
Company of Georgetown, District of Colum- || and the gentleman from New York [Mr. Por- | of the Navy to accept this gentleman ss 
hia; which was read a first and second time, |; TER] to take the places of the tellers who cannot | into the Navy unless the place from which } a en 
i referred to the Committee for the District |) agree in their count. | resigned has been filled already. en 
f Columbia. lhe House again divided ; and the tellers Mr. BANKS. No such reason is assign, Mr. BD 
PASSPORT CLERK. reported—ayes 57, noes 60. for the passage of this joint resolution; ar. v 
= oe ee a So the main question was not ordered. the Secretary of the Navy expresses a doy whetnes 
oe een busine = RN poser © Spare Mr. INGERSOLL. I move that the bill be | as to his authority or his right to allowt and Was 
was & Joint resolntion (5. is. No. 100) anther || referred to the Committee on Commerce. resignation to be withdrawn at this time. not cart 
ee 9 See os feats pag of || ‘The motion was agreed to. Mr. PAINE. How can there be any diti due bin 
et ecaneee as ee ee cen Mr. iNGERSOL L. moved to reconsider the culty about the reappointing of this g¢ ntlem 7 
ae ate eo vote by which the bill was referred; and also | if the place from which he resigned is s L 
i rst and second time. : 4 7 les } es . sider be laid vacant thé 
Ir. BANKS. I ask that this resolution be || ™OV€¢ that the motion to reconsider be lai a. 3 ANKS - : : aw ni 
sctad om ok tue eaeank Mane, on the table. Mr. BANKS. It is not a reappointm pg 
lhe jointresolution wasread. It authorizes Che latter motion was agreed to. but that he shall hold the place which ho w Preside 
ind empowers the clerk in the Department of WILLIAM L, HANSCOM. have held if he had not resigned. I mo 
a ae a ; es os Mr. PAINE. What difficulty can ther a 
nee Ne Mae Oy See 8e Pare sees assigned | ‘The next business on the Speaker’s table | in the way of the President putting this oe 
a oe ee : ead pose mae || was a joint resolution (S. R. No, 108) author- | tleman in a place now vacant. ae — 
poss ee OS pad ~ © | izing the President to permit William L. Hans- Mr. BANKS. The Secretary of the Na: ue jou 
to the atliant, all oaths, allidavits, or aflirma- | com, late a naval constructor of the Navy of expresses a doubt on the subject. va 
eS ee ee be required by law or |) the United States, to withdraw his resignation Mr. PAINE. Iam afraid there is no vaca were— 
by the rules of the Department of State to be || orthat ottice; which was reada first and second |, place, and that this joint resolution will crea nsiee 
‘before granting such passport or pass- || time. a new office. So tl 
POrs; OAS GCS oaths, athdavits, or allirmations | Mr. BANKS. I ask that this resolution be Mr. SCOFIELD. I think the gentlema ques 
syne be deemed wil sted ee Cae the pains } acted on at the present time. from Massachusetts should allow this joint res oe 
| penalties of perjury. 1g || Lhe joint resolution was read. It proposes || olution to be referred to the Commnittes . nn 
‘he joint resolution was ordered to a third || to authorize the President to permit William | Naval Affairs for examination. It may be a Naval 
reading, read the third time, and passed, || L. Hanscom, late naval constructor of the | right, but it should be reported from a com — 
: me. Oe " i pacing 0 pone the ae || Navy of the United States, to withdraw his || mittee. 
t Pe ~ eres - Oe aid ae || resignation of that office, which was accepted || [| can answer the question put by the gentl Che 
* oa ee ere ron ° |! by the Department of the Navy January ®, man from W isconsin, [ Mr. Paine. ] The obje the Se 
aa ; Nae | 1866, and to reinstate him in the office of naval of passing this joint resolution is not to allo velief 
phe latter moon was agreed to, | constructor; but no pay, emoluments, or com- | the President to reappoint him, and to send h Distr; 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. | pensation in any form are to be allowed or || name to the Senate for filling this place in cas ae 
Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- || paid under authority of this resolution, except | of a vacancy, but it isto give Mr. Hanscon The 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined |, Such as may become due under the-laws for | a higher grade of rank than he would hay ‘ame 
and found truly enrolled bills of the following || 8etvices which may be rendered from and after if he went into the Navy for the first time. nese 
titles ; when the Speaker signed the same: __ || the time when he shall have been reinstated by || Under this joint resolution his commission Coles 
An act (S. No. 47) for the relief of S. and || order of the President. , would bear the oldest date; but if he were t haces 
H. Sayles: and | Mr. BANKS. I hope that joint resolution || be commissioned now for the first time his nam: presi 
An act (S. No. 305) giving the consent of || Will be put on its passage at this time. Mr, | would of course be at the foot of the list. Ifhe a 
the United States to the erection of a bridge || Hanscom was employed in the naval service ag || is allowed to withdraw his resignation he goe: aad 
s the Willamette river in Oregon, from the || ® aval constructor for many years. He built |) back to his old commission, and his rank will ditties 
city of Portland to the east bank of said river, || Some of the best vesselsinthe Navy. He built || remain just as ?f he had not resigned but had Relic 
ths cae he aee oot || the Monadnock, the Kearsarge, and other ves- || remained in the service during the whole time. Scho 
PORT OF DELIVERY AT OMAHA || sels of the same kind. He resigned his posi- || It will put him above the men who were below yr m 
Che next business on the Speaker's table || tion in 1886, desiring and expecting to con- |) him and who have continued in the service. | shall 
was the bill (8. No, 297) to constitute Omaha, |! tinue as a naval constructor in private yards; | donot knowthatisright. I will not say whether ‘aa 
in the State of Nebraska, a port of delivery ; || but as the commerce of the country bas suf: | itis or not, asI have not examined the subject: a 
which was read a first and second time. || fered from recent events, and as he is without || but I think a measure of this sort should be ther 
Mr, TAFE. Task that this bill be put on |! sufficient employment, he is willing to return || referred for examination to one of the commi! pres 
passage now. | to his old place in the naval service of the | tees. onl 
‘he bill, which was read, provides that || United States. The resolution itself isto au- || Mr. CULLOM. Can the gentleman 52) mere 
Omaha, in the State of Nebraska, shall be || thorize the President of the United States in || whether Mr. Hanscom’s services are need dia 
consututed a port of delivery within the col- || his discretion to reinstate Mr. Hanscom if he || now? inlial 
lection district of New Orleans; and there is || shall think proper; and I hope the House || Mr.SCOFIELD. I only know thatif this jo T 
to be appointed a surveyor of customs, to || will consent this may be done. I know Mr. | resolution passes Mr. Hanscom will take ra iia 
reside at said port, who shall, in addition to | Hanscom well, and am happy to say that he | under the date of his old commission, wit ann 
his own duties, perform the duties and receive || is an excellent mechanic and most estimable | if this was a reappointment he would only tak ble. 
the salary and emoluments prescribed by the || man. | rank according to the date of his new comm! as t 
act of Congress approved on the 2d of March, || Mr. DAWES. I would like to ask my col- |! sion. the 
I831, for importing merchandise into Pitts- || league whether the place from which Mr. Mr. BANKS. I will answer the question "1 
burg, Wheeling, and other places, || Hanscom resigned has since been filled? | of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. CuLtox. | bei 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. I move that this | Mr. BANKS. The Secretary of the Navy | I am informed that it is deemed necessary aud ato! 
bill be referred to the Committee on Commerce. | expressed in my hearing to a Senator that he || expedient that Mr. Hanscom’s services should ks 
the SPEAKER. The gentleman from | desired Mr. Hanscom to be reinstated in the || be secured by the Government. ; the 
Nebraska [Mr. Tarre] is entitled to the floor. } service. Mr. STEVENS. I would inquire of the Ga 


oes he yield for a motion to refer the bill? || Mr, DAWES. If the place which Mr. Hans- | gentleman from Massachusetts, is this gent! 
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rne upon the Register and what is his 
BANKS. William L. Hanscom. 
STEV ENS. I understand he has been 
ym the Register, and I suppose the 
aid this joint resolution will be to rein- 
im in his former positi on. Such being 
it is imports unt to inquire whether any 
. will be done to others of his rank or 
by such action. This is peculiarly a 
| for the investigation of the Committee 
Naval Affairs, being among the complicated 
ns which are very often submitted for 
vestigation. ‘The reinstatement of dis- 
| or retired officers often works injustice 
stles deserving men who have succeeded 
places left vacant by the dismissal or 
ment of such officers, and involves so 
: thatis provisional in its character as con- 
| with the Navy that I hope the propo- 
, to refer the joint resolution to the com- 
e will prevail. 
JTLLOM. When did this officer resign? 
BANKS. In 1866. 
CULLOM. I would ask the gentleman 
ver or not, if this officer resigned i in 1866 
was now restored his reinstatement would 
ry with it the pay that would have be en 
him if he had remained in the service all 
» 
"B ANKS. That is expressly prohibited 
the joint resolution. Mr. Hanscom will 
aw no pay for the period between the day of 
; res ea and his rez appointment by the 
| move to amend by inserting after the word 
President’’ the words ‘‘if he shall deem it 
expedient.’’ I ask the previous question on 
joint resolution and amendment. 
On seeonding the previous question, there 
were—ayes 21, noes 65; 
sted on. 
» House refused to second the previous 
li. 
SCOFIELD. I move that the joint 
lution be referred to the Committee on 
Affairs, 
motion was agreed to. 


THE POOR IN THE DISTRICT. 
(he uext business on the Speaker’s table was 
» Senate bill (S. No. 435) tor the temporary 
relief of the poor and destitute people in the 
District of Columbia; which was read a first 
and second time. 
Che bill in its first section appropriates the 


sum of $80,000 for the temporary relief of the | 


poor and destitute population in the District of 
Columbia, to be distributed by the mayors of 


THE CON 


further count not being | 


the cities of Washington and Georgetown, the 


president of the levy court, and Oliver O. How- 
ard, through the agencies of the Washington 
Association for the Improvement of the Con- 
dition of the Poor, the National Freedmen’s 
Kelief Association, and the Industrial Home 
School of District of Columbia, and in such 
other manner and in such proportions as they 
shall deem most desirable and best calculated 
to promote the objects of the appropriation. It 
so authorizes the Secretary of War to furnish 
‘mayors of Washington and Georgetown, the 
ident of the levy court, and Oliver O. How- 
ard condemned clothing and other articles not 
ited for Army purposes, for distribution by 
2m among the poor and destitute in the Dis- 
t of C ‘olumbia, not to exceed $10,000. 
he second section provides that the persons 
charged with the expenditure of the aforesaid 
0} riation shall, so far as may be practica- 
e, ses labor and materials for labor, so 
as to promote and improve the condition of 
@ poor. 
_ The third section provides that the use of 
buildings in Judiciary square, occupied as 
e-houses by the medical department of the 
Army, be granted, until otherwise ordered by 
the President, to the Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation of Washington, for the purpose of en 





I 
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abline said t i 
@Oiudgs Salad association to 


y < i} VI to 
indigent wome 
The fourth and last section provides that the 


} 


parties hereinbefore named, to whom the dis 
tribution of said fund is intrusted, shall mak 
a report to Congress on the first Monday of 
December next, of their action when the sum 
hereby appropriate seh ave been expended. 

Mr. BE NJAMIN,. Ir ) a point of order 
It is tha tains an appropriation, 
and must have its first nin Co 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Che SPEAKER, Che ( halt SUSLAINS tl 
point of order. 

Mr. COOK, p apave that th 
itself into the Committee of the Whe le on the 
state of the Union on that bil 

Che SPEAKER. The Chair will inform 
the gentleman that he cannot reach the bill in 
that way. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I would suggest that 
my colleague can reach the bill by moving to 
suspend the rules. 

Mr. COOK. I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. KNOTT. I would ask if it would bein 
order to move to refer the bill to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. 

The SPEAKER. It would ifthe gentleman 
had the floor to make that motion. 

On suspending the rules, there were—ayes 
72, noes 42. 

Before the result was announced— 

Mr. COOK demanded the yeas and nays. 

I'he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and there were— 
yeas 92, nays 62, not voting 63; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Ambler, Archer, AeeNtTeRe. 
Asper, Banks, Beaman, pingnam, Bol Bowen, 
George M. Brooks, Bue k, Bue ‘ley, B oat bard. B 1 
nett, Roderick R. Butler, Cake, Cessna, Churchill, 

ook Conger, ( ‘owles, Cullom, Dickey, Dixon, Don- 
ley. Duval, Dyer, Ela, Farnsworth, Ferriss, Ferry, 
Finke Inburg. F isher, F ital 1, Garfield, Gilfillan, [Lal 
Hamilton, Hay, Heaton, Heflin, Hill, Hoar, Hog 
Ingersoll, Jenckes, Judd, Kelsey, Knapp, Laflin, 
poughridge, Lynch, McCrary, McGrew, McKenzie, 

Janiel J. Morrell, Myers, O’Neill, Orth, Packard, 
Paine, Palmer, Peters, Phelps, Platt, Poland, Pom 
eroy, Prosser, Roots, Sargent, Sawyer, Shanks, Lio- 
nel A.S Sheldon, Porter Sheldon, John A. Smith, 
W orthington C. Smith, William Smyth, Stokes, 
Strickland, Tanner, Tillman, Townsend, Twichell, 
Van Horn, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Welker, 
Wheeler, W hittomore, Wilkingon, Willard, Wil 
liams, and John T. lson—92. 

N AY S—M essrs. ian Ames, Barnum, Beatty, 
Beck, Benjamin, Benton, Biggs, Buffinton, Burr, 
Calkin, Clarke, Amasa Cobb, € oburn, ¢ ox, Deweese, 
Dickinson, Dox, Eldridge, Getz, Go sad: ry. Greene, 
Griswold, Hamill, Hawkins, Hawley, Holman, 
Thomas L. Jones, Kerr, Ketcham, Knott, Logan, 
MeNeely, Mereur, Eliakim H. Moore, William 





it the bill con 


considerat 


Moore, Morgan, Niblack, Potter, Randall, Reading, | 


Rice, Ridgway, Rogers, Schumaker, Slocum, J oseph 
8S. Smith, William J. Smith, Stiles, Stoughton, Stra- 
der, Swann, Trimble, Tyner, Van_Auken, \ an 
Trump, Wells, Eugene M. Wilson, Wina Win 
chester, Wit sher and Woodward—62. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Allison, henltt Axtell, 
Ayer, Bailey, Bennett, Bird, Blair. Boyd, James 
Brooks, Benjamin F. Butler, leveland, Clinton L. 
Cobb, Crebs, Davis, Dawes, Seamer? Fox, Gibson, 
= aight, Haldeman, Hambleton, Hays, Hoag, Hoop- 

Hotchkiss, Jobhnson,Alexander H. Jones, Julian, 
Kelley, Kellogg, hash, Lawrence, Marshall, May- 
ham, Maynard, McCarthy, McCormick, Milne : 
Jesse H. Moore, Samuel P. Morrill, Morrissey, Mun- 
gen, Negley, Packer, Porter, , Reeves, Sanford, 
Schenck, Scofield, Sherrod, Starkwee ther, Stevens, 
Stevenson, Stone, Strong, Sweeney. Taffe, Ups Ds 
Voorhees, Ward, William B. Washburn, and 
W ood—¢ 

So (two thirds not voting in favor thereoi 
the rules were not suspended. . 

The bill, under the point of order made by 
Mr. Bensamin, was then referred to the C Oo! 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Ur 

TRANSFER OF NAVAL APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. SCOFIELD, by eae consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. N 1067 authorizing 
a transfer of certain app ropris ations in the Navy 
Department to the Burea au of Co onstruction and 
Repairand Steam Engineering ; which was read 
a first and second time, and, with the accom- 
panying papers, referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

DUTY ON COAL. 

Mr. WITCHER, by unanimous: 


onsent, pre 


GLOBE. 92 


. i ‘ _— : ; 
Ssenuted jointresoiuuuons of the Legisiature 
7 ' 
otlat . Y 


st Virginia, opposing a redu 





Foreign Affairs. 


ATUE OF GENERAL GREE) 





fhe next business on the Speaker's t 
was the following concurrent res 
Senate, accepting the statue of Ma {; 
Crree ne 

Resolved, That the thank uu 
ented to the G vernor, and through him to 
people of the State of Rh le Island id Provide 
Plantations, for the statue of Major General G 
whose name is so honorat ly identified wit! 
olutionary history; that this work of art is a 
in the name of the nation and assigned a pla 
old Hall of the House eR presen i 
aside by act of Congress for thes { 
citizens ; and that acopy of this 1 lution, signe 
the President of the Senate and the Speak« 
louse of Representativ: transmittedt 
ernor of the State of Rhode Island L Pr 


Plantations. 
TANNER. I move that H ¢ 
cur in the resolution. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. Before that m 
t 1 would like to make a sugg n { 
I would like to have tl 
1 the work 


y 


ol n nan. 


the artist W ho executet 





the resolution, for he et ertainly deserves 1 
thanks than the Governor and Legislaturé 
Rhode Island. 

Mr. JENCKES. He ¢ ] { { 
the State of Rhode Island, which em; 


and “‘'¢ d him. 

INGERSOLL. Wha h 
ical MEMBERS. wn 
Mr. TANNES. The old Hall of the H 

of Representativ ae eee 1} 


of Congress t o the commemoration of cis 





military virtues by Uh. Stat f | 

I land 1 the firs see the States to erect 11 
nobl Hi: ill a statue, wrought from pure 
ble, of one of i r most illustrious citizens 

1 the early history of this ley l C, 1 bat 
and in council, illustrated the valor, t 
dom, and the patriotism of the Americ: 
and the American statesman. Our hi ; 
rich with the records of such men; but 
common consent of the American people 
assigned to ¢ ieral Nathat Gre f ! 
among the very first of tl rreat 1 
have thus adorned either the earlier ort 
pel { ls of « r h 7 I ) Pp ’ 
purpose to pronounce hiseulogium. His g 
deeds and hi greater character are r¢ 
in the anna is ol ( intry hist ry, a 
grateful people will not | them to ] 
from the memori: { When tim 


have dimme d the luster of this marble and | 


marred the beauty of its outlir es the chara 
of h {J mi Wii Line \ h eve in< 
ing | htness, and every line of 
nr rt yn Dl ervé t 


dignity to excite the inte und 
emulation ot posterity. 
Mr. § Speaker, I send to | Clerk 





letter from the G e State of I 
Island ipont 
rhe Clerk read as fo 
Srate OF Ruove Isiani 
‘ DEPARTME , Provi 
Januar 
In aceordance with a resolution of ‘ 
pa ssed July 2, 1864, inviting each State to turt 
t ° Hail ol th e old House of Re pt ve 
f Ii lenath marble statues 5 ree i pe ! 
have heen citizens thereof an illustrious f 
historic renown, from dis stingul ied civic 
erv} , such as each State shall detern 
worthy of national commen i a 
Rhode Is land, by a vote of its General As 
has caused to be made two marble statues, or 
toger Williams, the fo nder of the State, the « 
f Major General Nathanael Greene, a distineui 
aff or of the army fthe BR I 
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[ have now the honor to inform you thatthestatue | 


of Major General Nathanael Greene, by Mr. H. k. 
Brown, an American artist, is finished and has been 


forwarded to Washington and delivered to the arch- | 


itect of the Capitol. 


With high respect, I have the honor to remain 
ur most obedient servant, 
SETH PADELFORD, 
Governor of Rhode Jeland. 
The Honorable the SPEAKER of the Houee of Itepre- 
sentatives, 

Mr. JENCKES. It has become the pleasant 
duty of the Representatives of Rhode Island 
to offer to Congress, in response to the joint 

olution inviting such presentation, the statue 
of her illustrious son, the great soldier and 
general of the war of independence, Nathanael 
(Greene. 

It is the first contribution to that hall of 

tatuary in which the States have been invited 
to place the images of their distinguished men. 
fhat old Hall, which had already attained his- 
toric fame as the place of meeting of the Rep- 
rosentatives of the people, having given place 


to the ope we now occupy in the growth 


of the nation, was wisely dedicated and set | 


apart to receive and retain the forms of the | 


great re presentative men who have preceded 
us, sculptured in enduring marble. 
senerations and those who represent them in 
these Hallscomeand go; but hereafter the forum 
which has been relinquished by the living will 
be filled with the images of the great ones who 
have gone on before, a silent yet eloquent cow- 
pany, teaching the great lessons of our coun- 
try’s history, and inspiriting the patriotism of 
all who shall come into their presence. 

Rhode Island has selected General Greene to 
represent her in this august assembly of the 
past, because his life and deeds belong to the 
Though born and reared in the small- 
est and most clannish of the Commonwealths 
which united in achieving independence and 
tllen merged in the Union of the States under 
the Constitution, he never had a thought which 
vas not as broad as the Republic. He was 

nong the first to recommend a national dec- 
iration ofindependence. Wherever he served 


nation. 


} } Ss i ° ee 
: whole weight of his mind, of his character, 
ud of his example was given to overbear the 


petty jealousies and rivalries of the several 


colonies. 


‘The living | 





‘or my part,’ he wrote from the camp of | 


observation before Boston, in 1775, ‘* I feel the 
cause and not the place. 1 would as soon go to 
Virginia as stay here.”’ He felt from the be- 
ginning, and he was one whose service dated 


from the day of Lexington, that the object of | 


the war was not merely to secure the separation 
of the Colonies from Great Britain. He was 
one of the few to whom the great future and 
destiny of the uew nation were revealed. He 
from the camp before Boston, in the 


wrott 


interval between Lexington and Bunker Hill, | 


with all tae enthusiasm of a young soldier, and | 


yet with the prescience of a statesman : 
(imerica must raise an empireof permanent dura- 
tion, supported upon the grand pillars of trath, free 
dom, and religion, based upon justice and defended 
her own patriotic sons.”’ 
And he adds in the same letter 


Pormit me, then, to recommend from tho sin 
rity of my heart, ready at all times to bloed in my 
nntry’s cause, a declaration of independence, and 
iupon the world and the great God who governs 
itness the necessity, propriety, and rectitude 
f 

his suggestions and recommendations 
Tay 
action, tor the achievement of national inde- 
pendence, and the creation of a national republic 
eo 3 1 _ : 
which should be a power among the nations of 


the earth. His entire correspondence breathes | 


with this national spirit. In the character of 

tatesman as well as soldier he is entitled to a 
place among the nation’s worthies. In this 
character, said Hamilton- 

His reputation falls far below his desert. It 
re aired a longor life and still greater opportunities 
to have enabled him to exhibit in full day the vast, 
[had almost said the enormous powers of his mind.” 
. , ' ‘The sudden termination of his 


or of a national policy and netional | 


| 


lifecut him off from those scenes, which the progr¢ 
of a new, immense, and unsettled empire could noi 
fail to open the complete exertion of that universal 
and pervading genius which qualified him not Jess 
for the senate than for the field.” 

These qualities entitle him to a place in the 
Capitol, although his fame rests chiefly upon 
his career asa soldier. <A narration of this 

| career would be a history of the war for inde- 
pendence. That is aside from our purpose 
now, which is simply to introduce and present 
his statue. It was the first duty of the artist 
to know all this; to have studied the whole life 
of his subject; to have become familiar with 


his form and presence; to have become ac- | 


quainted with his thoughts and impulses, and to 
know their expression in his lineaments and 


bearing; and to have selected that moment | 


when he may have been supposed to have been 
transfigured by the thoughts, the purposes, the 
inspiration of his life, and to transfer his whole 
nature and character as well as form and feature 
to the enduring marble. 


career in which his person and his conduct 
were conspicuous, a when his features must 
| have borne the strongest impressions of his 
character. And it seems to meas I look upon 


wlvere it now stands, when the slanting rays 
of light bring out in bold relief the vigor and 


fixed resolve shown in the features, the strong 
and deep lines of thought in the brow, and 
leave in dark shadow the sad, sweet, and even 
tender expression of the emotions which welled 


'artist has given him to us at the crowning 
moment of his great and earnest life. 

He is not reproduced to us as when, high in 
hope, he led to the army of observation around 
Boston the regiments of Rhode Island, which 
| were styled in the reports from Washington’s 
headquarters ‘‘the best disciplined and ap- 


‘Lhere were many and grave occasions in his | 


the masterly work of the — in the place | 
the spirit of the Attitude, the high purpose and | 
up from the great heart of the hero, that the || 


| parison was, perhaps, the most striking to | 
| found in history. 
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from other hands, and looked along the fai, j,, 
which lay between the mountains and the <.... 
then overrun by the enemy, and vowed tha: 
should be restored to his country or tho: 
himself should perish. a, 


We see him as the whole scope of that Preg: 


| determination is becoming clear to his mj, 
| as he stood before he announced that deter, 


| not disguise nor is he appal 
| nature of his resolve or the dangers inyo! 


ination to Washington in one of the sim; 
and grandest letters in any language. He qo, 
led by the }; g 
in its execution. If he had met his death 4), 
letter would have been suflicient for his fa», 
The undaunted spirit there expressed, the 
rity with which he draws his sword in wha: }, 
knows and admits to be an unequal contes: 


Ga 


| and with which he enters upon ‘* a maneyyoy 


which will be critical and dangerous, and j, 
which the troops will be exposed to every har; 
ship,’’ and the resolute yet sad and thoughtfy 
air with which such a movement must be com 
menced—all these were comprehended by ¢);, 
artist and are seen and almost live and breat) 
in the statue. ‘The clear vision of all , 
desperate fights of these campaigns, the lo; 
weary marches, the toils, the hardships, the di, 
couragements, the reverses and the triump! 
seem to be prefigured in that expression » 
attitude. 

Of this movement Hamilton has said: 

** This was one of thoso strokes that donoted su; 
rior genius and constitute the sublime of war, "Tira 


Scipio leaving Hannibal in Italy to overcome hin 
Carthage!” 


When this eulogium was spoken the « 


But in our times we can 


| in it a likeness toa movement more brilli: 


| pointed in the whole American Army ;’’ nor as | 


' when he led the corps which, though second in 
place, was the first in position at Trenton ; nor 
as he covered the slow retreat at the Brandy- 


wine; nor as at Germantown, after having | 


| gained all that was expected of the wing of the 


| than that of Scipio. 


| were 


We view it as the p 
cursor of that grand *‘ march to the sea” uy 
which rests the fame of one of the first of liyi 
generals. 

But General Greene cannot be said to lay 
been aw favorite of fortune. His success 
wrested from her, not yielded. iH: 


| should have won the Guilford battle ; but wh 


‘army which he commanded. he looked around || 


as the fog lifted and found thé rest of the army 
brokenand dispersed ; noryet, asat Monmouth, 
| when his sure judgment caused the movement, 
' not authorized by his orders, which restored 
the doubtful field and regained ail that Lee's 
disobedience had lost; nor as at Springtield, 


|| when for the first time in separate command, 


he had the pleasure and the pride of seeing the 
enemy retreat from his well-chosen positions ; 
nor as when with bowed head and tearful eye he 
signed the report of the court-martial which 


front with which he met the British envoy and 
general who came to remonstrate against that 
doom; nor yet with the look ofindignation with 
which he took command at West Point upon the 
Hight of Arnold the traitor; nor as when he re- 
monstrated with the French admiral for his con- 
templated desertion ofthe movement forthe cap- 
ture of Rhode Island ; nor as when he received 
that letter from Washington, tender and touch- 
ing, notwithstanding its formal and official char- 
acter, in which he is informed that he has been 
designated by his commander-in-chief as the 
commander of the southern army ; nor as after 
his masterly maneuvers in presence of Lord 
Cornwallis and his army he sawvictory slipping 
from his grasp at Guilford ; nor as when he found 
on the day after that battle that the substantial 
results of victory were his ; but rather as when he 
had halted from the pursuit of the army of Corn- 
wallis, and resting upon the banks of Deep river, 
he looked over the whole tield of the continental 
warfare, and came to that grand resolve which, 
after incessant fighting, restored the Carolinas 
and Georgia to the Union ; when, with his back 
| to the lost field and yet victorious campaign of 
Guilford, he left Cornwaliis to receive his fate 


decreed the doom of Andre; nor with the severe | 


compelled to relinquish the field by the « 

duct of some of his inexperienced troop: 
the next morning found him preparing bh 
army for a fresh encounter, and the nomin 
victor preparing his for a retreat. He gay 
battle to Lord Rawdon at Hobkirk’s hill an 


| seemingly lost, but gained the results of a \ 


tory in the enemy’s evacuation of Camden. H 


besieged and assaulted the fort at Ninety-Si 


and was repulsed, but gained all that he con 
tended for, except prisoners, in its immediat 
evacuation. He did not entirely succeed a' 
Eutaw, but in that drawn battle the power 0! 
Great Britain in the Carolinas and Georgi 
was broken, and the British armies were soon 
compelled to yield those States the prize 0! 
victory, to the American forces and their res 


| lute leader. 


His military successes have sometimes bee! 
disparaged on account of the small numbers: 
his troops; but his operations were on a large! 
area than had ever before been the field of civ 
ilized warfare. His military district embrace: 
all the territory south of Pennsylvania. 
regular force under his command could bar4\ 
be called more than the nucleus of an army, 
which was sometimes swelled into respectad|: 
numbers but not reénforced by bands of mult: 
who came and went almostasthey pleased. 1: 
had opposed to him the best generals and ' 
dest appointed armies of Great Britain. 15° 
enemy had complete command of the ports, 


shores, and the sea; he had compelled the sur 


| Carolinas outside of his fortifications, and 


render of two armies and of all fortified places 
yet from the time Greene took the comman¢ 
of the remnants of the southern army the fo 
of the invader never rested upon the soil of tu: 


these he was at last compelled to evacuate. 


The character and qualities of mind tha! 
brought about these great results with suc) 
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where his sacred ashes sh umber ; though his | remembrance, for throughout the Old North || ing without pedantry. He h: ad pat riotism v a * 

grave is known only to Him whose voice can | State, from mountains to sea, his name is a || out selfishness. He had, in fing, all the ies op ae 

wake the dead, we gather round the silent ‘‘household word’’ familiar and dear to every || social, and intellectual virtues which weade: ering 
tatue, recount hi ; deeds, glory in his achieve- ear; and wherever you find a true son of North | most in a soldier, which we revere most 

ments—South Carolina al Rhode Island, the Carolina, at home or abroad, proud as he may | statesman, and which we love most iy » » di 
hole Hepublic, grateful for his memories, | be and justly is of his own State and her patriots | Brave and daring without being reckjec. ‘left 

mindful of his virtues, boasting his illustrious | and heroes, you can touch atenderchord within || master of military skill and science, he y 

name. his breast and his soul will thrill with enthusi- || model general. Devoted to the cause oy) di 

let us crowd the Chamber with the sentinel | asm at the mention of the name of Nathanael |! erty, sacrificing home, quiet, and even et; etiqu 

pirits of the times which tried men’s souls; || Greene, the saviour of North Carolina. i; in the service of his country, he was 4 » brag 

and as we partake in security of the fruit of And his life and history are familiar to the || patriot. Honest, sincere, and truthful, js, a 

their valor, their sacrifice, remember the price | sons of Carolina. Old menand venerable, who |) ing and loving the truth—he was a mode . 

of liberty which they have paid. had served under Gates at Camden, and who {n each character he was preémin: rene 


Ir. COBB, of North Carolina, Mr. Speaker, | met Greene at Charlotte, and who followed him | y parallel to his life is oftener found “ ) 


I shall not be able to say anything that has not | in his unequaled march through North and pe ainted pages of the novelist than in the , a 
already been better said by the gentlemen who | South Carolina; who were with him at Guil- | ities of every day. E xtraordinary, a 





have preceded me; nor do I rise for the pur- | ford and EutawSprings; who saw day after day must he have been of whom the impa ro. . 
pose of attempting to add one word totheelo- his indomitable energy, his strength of will, his || of menand things, Ale — r Hauileos fav 
quent and comprehensive eulogies which have | self-sacrificing devotion, his great endurance, | say, *‘ that high as this ¢ vat man stood aa 
u pronounced upon the distinguisheddead | his determination to conquer or to die, and, |} estimation of his meatier the whole extey: agile 
| am induced to submit the few remarks above all, his power on the battle-field—have || his worth was never known.’ a doul ; 
ch L now offer because the State of North — told it to their prattling babes, as seated upon || if he had been spared longer to his ¢o ; 
Carolina, which | have the honor to represent the paternal knee they have heard the thrill- || his services in her councils would have eq oe 
n part upon this floor, always sensitive to her | ing story of our country’s first great struggle; || the renown which he gained in her ba Se aad 
obligations, 1s unwilling to allow the present and they in turn have transmitted to us the |! but he was snatched away by relentless ( at SL 
ceasion, sO propitious, to pass without au | charge of our fathers, to keep fresh the fame || in the full vigor of manhood and stre) ad 
acknowledgment of the debt of gratitude which of the general who, sent by Washington, had || and while we do not know the ‘ whole ex ania 
ie owes to the gallant State of Rhode Island; come South and met the gallant Cornwallis, || of his worth,’’ we kuow enough of him to peat 
ud she joins her voice tothatof Rhodelsland | flushed with success and sure of easy victory, || petuate his memory ; we know enough « sd 
und South Carolina in tribute of affection and | and put him to rout and drove the last enemy || to teach our children to emulate his virtu ag 
veneration tothe memory of Nathanael Greene. | from North Carolina. || patriotism ; we know enough of him to. weg 
She cannot forget to-day, nor would she for- And, sir, when North Carolina shall forget | Pim as one ofthe household gods of the nat 
get when Rhode Island’s distinguished son | the worth of patriotism; when she shall forget |} After the close of the great struggle wh Phe 
| Mr. Jenckes] so justly claims for his State | the honor due to heroism and virtue; when |! resulted in our liberties he settled in th ss 
the g lory and the heroic services of the departed | she shall forget the immortal men whoinaugu- || South, which he had redeemed, and ¢ = 
chieftain, that upon her soil among the most || rated the great movement for independence at || was buried there to hallow the soil which |; i 
bi rilliant and enduring ef his eminent services | Me cklenburg Court-House, May 20, 1776, and || saved. And, sir, we have been to ld b ie 


were pane She cannot forget that in | first proclaimed the eternal trath that ‘all 
the hour of her great cal amity, in those dark men are free and equal;’’ when she shall for- || morz,] and reproachfully be it said, that 

days ** which tried the souls of men,’’ when get Guilford Court- House and Charlotte ; when |! spot where he is buried is unknown. No 
reverses and ill fortunes had thrown a pall | she shall forget the stirring events of 1780 and || posing shaft stands out in bold relief to ca’ rg 
black as midnight about her horizon; when | 1781; when she shall forget her own origin and || the patriot pilgrim’s eye and invite him ahh 
her soil was soon to be invaded by a victorious _ the foundation of her present happiness, then, || pause awhile and drop a tear over the asl al 
army of her oppressors; when ruin, utter and | and not until then, will she fail to hold in || ofa nation’s hero; no splendid tablet, rich j 
rretrievable ruin and subjugation hung out in | hallowed recollection the name of Nathanael || design and elaborate in finish, spreads its 
dism: vad prospective before her; when men’s. Greene. out to commemorate the heroism and fam : 
courage began to fail and their hearts to sink Mr. Speaker, the magnificent campaign of || departed greatness. ‘l'oo true is it that hai 
Within them; when hope itself had burnt to its | General Greene against Cornwallis in the Caro- || even a rude head-board marks the spot w! 
ocket and failed to animate or to cheer; when | linas has already been justly and eloquently |} General Greene rests. 

everything seemed lost and gone forever; | described. It would be useless repetition for |} But, sir, I cannot and will not believe tha: 
when the spirit of resolution shrank back ap- |} me to go over it. Deservedly high will it || the dust of his body has ever been desecrat 
palled at the over powering force ofthe invader; | stand, if not unequaled, in the history of mili- || I cannot believe that the foot of the plowm 
when the patr iots of North Carolina had een tary genius and strategy. With everything to || has pressed heavily upon his grave, or that 


gentleman from South Carolina, [ Mr. Wan 


to fear that the immortal Declaration which | discourage and nothing to give hope—a country || busy hand of the architect and mechanic hay Sonate 
they had ilung defiantly into the teeth of their es and disheartened, an army disor- } reared above it some magnificent structu ceomeinl 
British tyrants that they ‘* were and would be | ganized and unfit for service; half-fed, half- || dedicated to commerce or luxury. ia which. 
a free and independent people ’’ was about to | ¢ ai 1, and half-paid, as weil as half-armed—all || itself would not permit the outrage. Mother ard 1 
prove an idle boast; then it was, in the hour — these united to discouragea man with less res- || 


earth would resent the insult to one of hi nd wi 
ot her emergency, that Nathanael Greene, the | olution than he had, but he was equal to the || noblest sons, and palsied would be the ha: hie 


hero of so many northern victories, the patriot emergeney. He nobly justified the confidence || and paralyzed the foot that would distur) But. 
general who declared that he ‘* wasas ready to | which Washington had exhibited in sending | ashes. naione 
erve in the Carolinas as in New England,’’ | him to the command of the army of the South The locality of his burying-place may Crean 
came to her rescue, and with him brought | after thedefeat of General Gates. Bymarches || unknown, but methinks that in some lovely ase 
assurance and hope and safety. and countermarches, feints and surprises, skill || quiet spot by the bank of a rippling rivulet, ca ae 

Sir, she cannot forget that on December 2, | andstrategy, he or itgeneraled his Britishantag- || where the wild flowers of the South exha His Ii 
1780, he arrived at Charlotte and restored  onist at every point, and electrified a country || their sweetest perfume, and shaded by sow naid. | 
contidence to an army dispirited and discour- | hanging in doubtand suspense by the brilliancy || tall and graceful elm tree symbolic of the grea niaede 
aged by the disastrous de ‘feat at Camden; and | of his movements, driving Cornwallis from the || man’s life and character, he sleeps; and | in the 
that by his skill, genius, and strategy troops country discomfited and his army demoralized. | merry little warblers of nature, c atching insp nthe 
undisciplined, unmet by defeats, and un- But the tongue of eloquence has already pro- || ation from the scenery, perch themselves up ment 
prepared for war were organized and mus- aoe these achievements. | the boughs of the shade and mournfully ¢) ed 
tered and made ‘foemen worthy of British Permit me to say a word concerning his char: |} rup his dirge, or anon breaking forth in It 3 
steel.’’ She cannot forget that the firstsignal | acter. His lite, so full of stirring incident and || full- throated: melody, richer than cathedral c\ the h 
check given to the triumphal march of the | extraordinary emergencies, without a single in- dispensed, swell the chorus of his praise triki 
victorious Cornwallis was at Guilford Court- | consistency or mean action, presents a striking, | fill the air with the music of his renown. lati 


House on March 15, 1781. She does not for- beautiful, and harmonious whole, symmetrical || 
get that he was with her people and among as the noble statue in yonder Hall, and pure |; his weary way,’’ approaching the spo! 
them until the last enemy had left her borders. |' and spotless as the marble of which it is made. || aside tospare the little lily that raises its m\ ie, 
t'resh as yesterday's events are these occur- Rare, indeed, are the instances in which a || head as a foot-board to the grave— : 


the Georgia yeoman, ‘‘as he homeward p! 


spol. | 


rences. Deep, very deep, is his memory combination of so many excellent qualities of || ‘ How sleep the brave who sink to res! 

ritten upon our hearts. By the side of her | head and heart can be found in a single indi- By all their country’s wishes blest 7 
own patriotic dead North Carolina places the vidual. He had all the virtues, and if malig- When Spring, with dewy fingers co ld 
uname of Nathanael Greene. Already she has | nity ever detected it has never exposed a vice. She there shall dress a sweeter sod " 
embalmed it upon her records by bestowing He had greatness without vanity. He had mil- Than Fancy’s feet have ever trod. ae 
it upon one of the rich and fertile counties of _ itary distinction and fame without being haughty ‘By fairy hands their knell is rung: — 
the east and the beautiful city of the very | or arrogant. He had nobleness of mind without By forms unseen their dirge is mae: mil; 
region where his gallantry and patriotism were _ bitterness of soul. He had powerful strength || - ‘Ropers tao Pete hate of lay i 
0 signally displayed. of will and determination of purpose without And Freedoin shall awhile repair oa 


But it needed not these to keep him in | being dictatorial or exacting. He had learn- And dwell a weeping hermit there.’ 
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Also, a petit ion ol citizen of Penn 
‘entre county, for the same. 
Also, a petition of citizens 
nusylvania, 
Iso, a petition of citizens of 


ot Centr county, 

for the same. 

Spring Mills, 
; 


(entre county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 
Also, a petitign of citizens of Bellefonte, 

{entre county, &. nn syls vania, forthe same. 
\lso, a petition of citizens of Mount 5 age, 

Cent ‘ounty, Pennsylvania, for the same. 


\lso,a — ition of citize ons of I leasa int Gap, 
, Pennsylvania, for the same. 
Also, a a dition of citizens of Linden Hall, 
gy Penn: sylvania , for the same. 

Lp etition of citizens of Hublersburg, 
; Pannnteedl a, for the same. 


(‘entre eco. 


Also, 


{entre count 


Also, a petition of citizens of Julian Far- 

nace, Centre county, Pennsylvania, for the 
ime 

\lvo, a pe tition of citizens of Lock Haven, 


county, Pennsy Saale for the same. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Hyner’s Run, 
ton county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 
Als 0, a petition of citizens of Renovo, Clin- 
ton omer Pennsylvania, for the same. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Westport, Clin- 

1 county, Pennsylania, for the same. 

L\iso., a petition of citizens of Chatham, 
Clinton county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Buck Creek, 
Clinton county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Linden, Ly- 

g county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 
\lso, a petition of citi Salladays- 


Clinton 


Zeus ot 


irg, Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, for the 

Also, a petition of citizens of Collumsville, 
lL.ycoming count y, Pennsylvania, for the same. 

\lso, a pe tition of citizens of Roses Valley, 


i.ycoming county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 
citizens of oe 
, Penns ylvs , for 


\] Oo, & petition of 
» i ycoming cot inty 
Llso, a petition of citizens of East Hebron, 
Potter e Pennsylvania, for the same. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Sweden, Pot- 
ter county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Sharon, Potter 
county, Pennsylvania, for the ree 
Also, a petition of citizens of Hel 
ier county, Penn {i rth ie same 


yunty, 


. Pot- 


sylvania, 


Also, a p ‘tition of the citizens of Midd! e 
bury township, Tioga county, Pennsylvania, 
for the same, 


0, % petition zens of Knoxville, 


| . county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Union, Tioga 
’ ty, Pennsylvania, for the same. 
\lso, a petition of citizens of Liberty, Tioga 


nity, Penn sylvai May for the 
, A petiti on of citi zens O 


eomepa 
same. 


f Nauvoo, 


Pennsylvania, for the same. 
(lso, a petition of citizens of ew 
i ra count y; ae nn svivania, for tl ne seek ; 
Iso, a petition of citizens of Blossburg, 
fioga county "Pe nnsylvania, for the same. 


Also, a peti tion of citizens of Wellsboro, 
Vioga county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Middlebury, 
lioga county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Stony Fork, 
lioga county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Osceola, Tioga 
nty Pennsylvania, for the same. 
,apetitionofe itizens, of Hixtown, Tioga 
, Pennsylvania, for the same. 
an a petition of citizens ; of Lambs Creek, 
Cioga county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 
\lso, a petition of citizens of Westfield, 
fioga county, P ennsylvs ania, for the same. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Sullivan towt 
p, Tioga county, Pennsylvania, for the 


— 
me. 
Also, a petition of citizens 
enusylvania, for the same. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Washington 
township, Indiana county, Pennsylvania, for 
the same. 

Also, a petition of citizens of New Alexan- 


of Fayette county, 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


|| Kentucky, praying for 


Tioga || 


dria, Westmoreland ce 
the same. 

Also, @ petition of citizens of Alivira, Union 
county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 

By Mr. ASPER: The petition of Branson 
Jackson, postmaster, and 82 others, citizen 
of Jackson Corners, Sullivan ec unt y, Missouri, 
praying the abolition of the fran! 

Also, the petition of James 8. | 
naster, and 116 others, 
ingston county, Missouri, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. BARNUM: The petition of A. B. 
Sherman and 90 others, citizens of Woodbury, 
praying Congress to abolish the » franking priv- 
ilege. 

Also, the petition of 
22 others, citizens of Rol 
asking Congress to aboli 
ilege. 

Also, the petition of Francis C. French, post 
master, and 31 others, citizens of els, 
Litchfield county, Connecticut, asking the : aho 
lition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 88 citizens 
county, Connecticut, the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Henry S. Allen and 40 
others, citizens of Colebrook, Litchfield county, 
Connecticut, praying Congress to abolish the 
franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Clark and others 
citizens of Kast Cornwall, Connecticut, pray- 
ing C ongress to are the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of John Tomet and 40 
others, citizens of Litchfield county, Connecti- 
cut, asking Congress to abolish the franking 
privilege. 

By Mr. BEAMAN: A memorial of the 
Board of Trade of the District of Columbia, 
asking an appropriation for the improvement 
of the channels of the Potomac and Anacostia 
rivers ; resolutions of said board indors- 
ing the movement now beingagitated for change 
of government of said district. 

By Mr. BECK: A petition of a number of 
citizens of Little Hickman, Jessamine county, 
the abolition of the 


, ; ee eles 
nty, Pennsylvania, { 


sing privil: re. 
isher, post- 
{ hica, | LV 


citizens ol 


Charles Brewster and 
ertsville, Connecticut, 


sh the franking priv- 


} 1} 


of Litehfield 


for abolition of the 


also, 


— pri ivile; ere 

Also, a pet tion of a number of citizens of 
Bohea, ices *r county, Kentucky, praying for 
the abolition of the franking p alsin ge, 

Also, the petition of George Blow, jr., of 
Norfolk, Virginia, praying for the removal of 
his politica disabilities. 

By Mr. BEATTY: The memorial of James 
M. Hawes and others. citizens of Delaware, 
Ohio, setting forth that there is now used in 
the manufacture of bagging and other articles 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois 
between forty and fifty thousand tons of raw 


in the 


| 


i} 
} 


i, GLOBE 





January 


By Mr. BLAIR: The petition of } 
Read and others, of Marshall, Mj ete 
the abolition of the franking privil om 

Also, of H. M. Hamilton and othe 
Eaton Rapids, Michigan, for the same , 


i 


Also, of B. F. Burgess and oth. Ts. of 
chester, Michigan, for the same object 
ao, of D Bb. Green ¢ ind others, o| 

ian M . for the same object, 


yl hompson and others, of }) 


“: . ran, for the same object. 
\ir " BOY D: A petition 0 e 100 ¢j 
‘at [: jasper ounty, Miss ouri, prs ‘ing for ; 


route from Carthage to Galesburg 
ounty, Misso uri. 

Also, concurrent resolution of the L 
ture of the State of Missouri, asking fo, 
ties and pensions to the Gabelied Vf 


A 


Ja per ¢ 





t: 
4 





eo 

_By . BR: ADFORD: A memoria] 
incil of Central City, Colorado 
for the passage of the bill now before 
gress providing for the entry of the . 
said city. 

By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachus« 
tions of Albert Wood and 44 others 
of Woadville ; 


t 
( ‘ 


of Robert Derby and § o}} 
citizens of Stow: of David Lee Child 
others, citizens of Wayland; of J. A. Ha: 
and 42 others, citizens of Littleton: of J 
M. Stickney and 40 others, citizens of 
perell, all of Massachusetts, praying { 
abolition of the franking privilege. 
3y Mr. BUFFINTON: The mem 
Hon. Joseph Grinnell and 59 others, ( 
of New Bedford, Massachusetts, pray’ 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 
Also, the memorial of Benjamin H. \V 
29 others, citizens of Rochester, Massacl 
praying for the same. 
Also, the memorial of 
others, citizensof Wood’s 
praying for the same. 
Also, the memorial of Solomon W} 
27 others, citizens of North Middl 
Massachusetts, praying 33 the same. 
Also, the memorial of James Chas 
others, citizens of West Dunne. Massach 


Elihu Fish 
Hole, Ma 


\ 


| praying for the same. 


Also, the memorial of T. E. Sanfo 
others, citizens of Dartmouth, Massach 
praying for the same. 

By Mr. BURCHARD: The m 
Moses Jeromo and John Dement, of D 
Illinois, for retention of present duty on gi 
cloth. 

Also, petitions of citizens of Byron, W 
Freeport, Oregon, and Looanna, Illis 


| the abolition of the franking privilege. 


flax, valued at six to eight dollars per ton, and 


producing to the farmers a total of from three 


| 


hundred to three hundred and fifty thousand || 
dollars, which but for this manufacture would || 


be wholly wasted ; that in the preparation of 
raw flax in the States named and in its manu- 
facture there are now fifteen hundred persons 
employed, and on an average two other persons 
dependent upon their labor, making four 


thousand to forty-five hundred persons sup- | 


ported by this manufacture; that withdrawal | 


of the present import duties upon articles com- 
peting with this manufacture, chiefly manu- || 


tacture of jute, commonly called gunny cloth 


|| or India bagging, will at once check and cripple 


this growing industry and entail a yearly loss 
of $800,000 of raw material hitherto wasted, 
$500,000 wages to the employed, anda loss of 
over a million dollars’ worth of machinery and 
buildings erected and suitable for this work. 

By Mr. BIRD; A petition for the abolition 
of the franking privilege from citizens of 
Frenchtown, New Jersey. 

Also, a petition for the abolition of the 
franking privilege from the citizens of Pea 
Patch, New Jersey. 

Also, a petition 
franking privilege from citiz 


for the abolition of the 
ens of Springtown, 


i New Jersey 


for trans; 


| of Banceton, 


| 


| ing privilege, signed by citizens of Mo 


! 


Also, a petition of citizens of Rock 
Illinois, for the repeal of the law kn 
‘free mail matter and the franki ing pri 
and to require prepayment by the p abli 
‘regular matter’’ deposited in the post 
ortation to bona fide subscril 

BURDETT: A petition of « 
Cooper county, Missouri { 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Holden 
souri, for the same. 

Also, 2 petition of citizens of High P 
| Missouri, for the same. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Pleasant 
Missouri, for the same. 

By Mr. BURR: Petitions of many } 
ers and a few 
Hinois, asking 
r 


ivil ege ; 


By Mr. 


the abolition of the fra ‘ 
each of which petitions was f1 
yy the postmaster mailing the same. 
By Mr. CAKE: A petition for the 
of the franking privilege, signed 
of Schaefferstown, Lebanon county, Pen 
vania. 
Also, a 


) 


te 
J 
I 
by 


petition for the abolition of the! 
Lebanon county, Pennsylvania. 

Also, a petition for the abolition of t 
ing privilege, 
ville Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania. 


citizens in the tenth district 


si gned by citizens of Land 





= 


bonne 
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t onion t I c M DICKINSON i ’ ’ f . he} . Zerah Fer ‘. 
' ‘ ne 1 i? Y t ti | } f | mont () ’ 2 i‘a . Gres ( mtr. N y 
‘ CESSNA: A pet c Dar rralick and others, of Br \ ai tht. Mente 
, oN } ar : > i ‘ 
I { : I “an st . t { v r ( inty, On B. ] mas l l ensof West Kill Gre 
ot ‘ I nd \ vi it (hio county New 1ork,. ft } an tt rank 
eC poe ns, p ng‘ ( 8} i ner t Cnhattie 1. Nriv g 
nking privilege Crawford « QO D. W. Gould and \ t : | Aust 
CHURCHILL: TI f io s , nty. Obio: V. Austin. and others. « ' Grat 
' ebb and 163 othe: t Mi Doller and ot Pat-in Bay. and Andrew | Greene ecoanty. New York. to . 
York; also, of I’. IF. Elphicl yeh! é Midd sass Island, || franking privilege 
~ « ’ :, citizens of Stockbridge, New York. | Ottaw: . Ohio, praying for the abolition By Mr a ec 
a i of Isaac Phelps and 52 others, citizens of ‘the franking privile and } tSar ae Mars 
é' New York, for the abolition of the by Mr. DONLEY: A petition of citizensof | praying for the abolition of the frankit 
Ij ivi Ker ition, Washington county, Pennsyl- |) ileg 
R of Josep! vania, asking for the abolition « f the franking Also, the petition of P. C. Vanbuskirk, ask 
fi 2 of High privuege, ing relief from political disabilitie 
Mis 1. Michigan, for the abolition of the frank Also, a petition of citizens of Canonsburg. Als« he tition of citizens of Altam 
I ivil PC. Washingtor county 5 nsyivania, for thr tion ofthe ft nik 
\\so, the petition of L. V. Rush others, tion of the franking privilege 
of Mount Vernon, Michig r the \lso, the petition of Allen Brooks and nM 
f me object. thers, citizer {f Beaver county, Pennsyl- Johnsville. W 
: \lso, the petition of William G. Stone and | var for the abolition of franking privi Maryland, for the 
others. citizens of Five Lakes, Michigan, lege. same pur} . 
the same object. Also, a petition of citizens of Water C By Mr. HAWLEY The 1 of J - 
Also, the petition of Thomas Francis and49 | Beaver county, Pennsylvania, for the aboli Mitchell and 500 others, cit of Q 
g thers, citizens of I'armington, Michigan, for | of the franking privilege. illinois, praying the abolition of the frank 
ld the same object. By Mr. DOX: The petition of J. B. Dickey, |) privilege 
H Also. the petition of He nry Barn 13% Isaac D. Waun, and 36 others, citizens of Madi- ~ Also, a petition of citizens of Sor = 
hers, citizens of Kenockee, Michig *the son county, Alabama, residing near New Hops nois, for same purpose. 
me object. post office, in said county, for the abolition of Also, a petition of citizer Ferris, | 
Also, the petition of H. C. Babcock and 9 |) the franking privilege nois, for same put 
hers, citizens of Rural Vale, Michigan, for Also, the petition of James Simpson, At Also, a petition of citizens of Denney, | 
same object. lrew J. Chenault, and 37 others, citizens living || nois, for same purpose 
(Iso, the petition of John Germain and 8 | near Branchville post office, St. Clair county. Also, a petition of citizens of Cu nC 
rs. citizens of Franklin, Michigan, for the | Alabama, for the abolition of the franking || for same purpos 
» object. p! Vile ge By M HAY \ pet 1 ¢ } ~ 
i! . the petiti mn of N. kK. Elliot and 66 \lso, the petition of P. A. Brandon and 65 losterburg, Illinois, praying for the abolitior 
ers, citizens of Ortonville, Michigan, forthe others, citizens of De Kalb county, Alabama, the franking privileg 
object. iving neal rm post oitice, in vid Also, petitions of : t{ Hoy 
), the petition of J. Everett and 68 others, |, county, for #l yn of the franking privi- | * h Hill, | and others, 
of Pinckney, Michigan, for the same lege. ume State, praying for tl rb 
\ he petition of H. Barrows 367 1 RR ion ( 
citizens of Armada, Michigan, for the | pr id 
i) ! . y* : 
\ he petition of R. Ramsey ana 43 others, | leg 
ns of Columbus, Michigan, for the same I 2 cit ! ( 
of the franking privilege. New York, asking for the same 
st Mr. COOK: A petitic not citizens of Also, a petition of citiz ns ot Waupun, \\ . bby Mr. HOAR: Pet tions ! Lie 
vego, Illinois, praying for the abolition of | consin, for abolition of the franking privilege. || of the franking privilege from William Up 
franking pri By Mr. GETZ: The petition of Samuel Derr, || and others, of Spencer, M: ch 
, a pe citizens of ‘Turner June of t city of Reading, Pennsylvania, late a | Lill and others, of Sutton, Ma h 
Illinois, for the compulsory prepayment . pr tein the United States Army, praying for Burrough & Bartlett and hers, of N 
domestic postages. _ a pen Oxford, Massac ett 
0,2 petition of citizens of Will « nty \ ls a} \ of ( straust . By M HOOPER f 
;, for the abolition of the frankine » hey county. | revivania. pi M : ( { { 
; t , ' ) 
\ a petition of cit 1s of Oneona, li \ t Z of Kar] By } RELLES 
itt tbolition of the franking privilege B untv, Pennsylvania, for t me pur Et } r [ i 
i petition of citizens o Curner June t { ng < I 
nois, for the abolition of the franking By } GOLLADAY: The pet n of t vt 
( f Glasgow, Barren count K 
pe mn of citizens of Karlville, Illi icky, askin I 0] n of franking | 
, forthe abolition of the franking privilege. privileg t KELLOGE 
Mr. COWLES: A pet on of citizens of By Mr. GRISWOLD lhe tition of George \ ! ww Flask { ‘ 
l li, Seneca county, New York, for the abo NY. Bentley and others, citizens of Greeneville, vy, Contr icut, ¢ I 
f the franking privilege. Greene county, New York, adolsa the ue ee a 
\ ,a petition of citizens of Westbury, franking privuege. i Comy any, atu 
York, for the same. lso, the pet 1of M. M. Curtis 1 OLnE! 
I \lso, a petition of citizens of South Sodus, |, citizens of Mo 1a, Ulster nty, No Lor By Mr. KI 
»countv. New York. for the same. to abolish the franking privilege. Hiungate, lho: Lu. ,and 4 
\lso, a petition of citizens of Clyde, New Also, the petition of Edgar nyd i tizens of ' hin n i L, Pray 
r the same. ' others, citizens of Woodstock, Ulster LY, ng iortne a iLion ‘1 Dg priv 
ap of eitizens ot Cato, Cayuga New Yo kK, t » abol h the fr NKING } l memor } ns, @ 
‘+, New York, for the same. Also, tl I n ( . B. Webster and: B ' J 
), a petition of citizens of Kidder’s Ferry, | othe c1tiz of Cairo, Greene county, | i praying t 
York, for the same. York, to abolish the franking privil , h inking | ( 
\iso, a petition of 81 citizens of Scipiovilie, Also, the petition of Ldward M ee y oe 
ra county, New York, for the same. Port Ewen, Ulster county, New York, to rs, Ol James b. Jon : beat 
, a petition of citizens of Lyons, New | ish the franking privilege. Vii ‘the removal of 
for the same. Also, the petition of Charles C. Ewen and || t inder the fourteent! 
’, & petition of 200 citizens of W illiam- others, f Wal <er Valley, Ulster « ea ty, New || ! DSutaion the Unit ‘ ; 
Wayne county, New York, for the im- | lork, to abolish the franking privilege. - the memor 
vement of Pultneyville hs bor. A y th I bith Ut Hi rman ot ve t I 1SU- } h a Aral 
By Mr. CULLOM: A petition, signed by a || master, and 103 others, citizens of Naponock, f Clark county, I , t} 
rge number of citizens of Sangamon county, | Ulster county, New York, to abolish the frank- |; t f 


‘inols, asking the repeal of the franking law. « ing privilege. By Mr. KETCHAM: Lhe memorial 








l., Lay and William W. W. Wood, citizens ofthe 
United States, praying compensation for the 

ention of the torpedo and torpedo apparatus 
used by the Government of the United States 


to destroy the rebel ram Albemarle. 
Also, petitions of William - ba and my 
others, citizens of Glenham: Hon. D. 


11 


Ward and i2 others, of 
Peter B. Powers 


P ees od Valley ; 
s and 18 others, of Sharon Sta- 


tion; of Simeon M. Collier and 53 others, of 
\ucram Lead Mines; of Smith Upton and 33 
others, of La Grange; of A. Brandt and 49 
( _— of Aucram; and of 8. Lockwood and 


} others, of Mart ind: ile Depot, New York, for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. LYNC H: Thepetition of John Den- 
nison and others, soldiers of the war of 1812, 

Also, the petition of J. W. Dyerand Charles 
Staples, jr., for increase of compensation of 

pectors of steamboats 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of Mrs. 
Susan Matthews, of Knox county, Tennessee, 
praying relief for a house burned by authority 


of the United States. 


By Mr. MecNEELY: The petition of Wil- 
liam C, Smoot and others, citizens of Menard 
county, Illinois, asking for the abolition of the 


fran iking privilege 
Also, the petitions of Maro Farwell, kdward 
T’. Morgan, and others, citizens of Schuyler 
county, Illinois, asking for the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 
By Mr. MERCUR: A petition of 41 citizens 
»f Py 
praying for the abolition of the 
privilege. 
Also, a petition of 39 citizens of West Bur- 
lington, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, pray- 


{ 


for the abolition of the franking privilege. 


franking 


Also, a petition of 24 citizens of Greenwood, 
Columbia county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 


Also, a petition of 117 citizens of East Smith- 
F , Bradford county, I ‘ennsylvanis 4, praying 
for t e abolition of the franking privilege. 

hlon, a petition of 14 citizens of Rupert, 
Columbia county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 47 citizens of Center 
Moreland, Wyoming county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege. 

\lso, a petition of 30 citizens of Windham 
Summit, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 47 citizens of West Frank- 
lin, Bradtord county, Pennsylvania, praying 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

A \ls 0, a petition of 33 citizens of Bella Sylva, 
Wyoming county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
the a boli tion of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 89 citizens of Centralia, 
Columbia county, Pennsylvania, praying for 


the abolition of the franking privilege. 
Also, a petition of 20 citizens of Minne- 


qua, Bradford county, Pennsylyania, praying 
tor the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 95 citizens of Monroe, 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 80 citizens of Granville, 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 26 citizens of South 
Branch, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of 85 citizens of 
burg, Columbia county, Pennsylvania, praying 
for the abolition of the franking privilege, 

By Mr. MOORE, of New Jers sey: The peti- 
tion of Joseph C. Weatherby and others, of 
Clarksboro, New Jersey; of 87 citizens of 
Malaga, New Jersey; of E. C. Heritage and 
others, of Five Points, New Jersey; and of 
Andrew Horner and others, of Koadstown, 
New Jersey, for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 


Rohrs- | 


ierceville, Wyoming county, Pennsylvania, | 


THE 
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of John Garrett and 33 others, of Sand Hol- 
low, Morgan county, Ohio, for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

Also, of S. D. Riggs and 57 others, citizens 
of Wade, Washington county, Ohio, for the 
same. 

Also, of S. M. Stone and 53 others, citizens 
of Belpre, Washington county, Ohio, for the 
same. 

Also, of W. A. Moore and 55 others, citi- 
Rugniersville, Washington county, 
Ohio, for the same. 

Also, of W. I’. Pilcher and 44 others, citi- 
zens of Coolville, Athens county, Ohio, for the 
game, 

Also, of A. Palmer and 49 others, citizens 
of Lee, Athens county, Ohio, for the same. 

Also, of A. Clink and 44 others, citizens of 


| Malta, Morgan county, for the same. 


Also, of W. 8. Williams and 23 others, citi- 
zens of Pratt’s Fork, Athens county, Ohio, 
the same. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of Wil- 
liam Wagner and 46 others, citizensof Mariah 
Hill, Spencer county, Indiana, praying for the 


| abolition of the franking privilege. 


| and others, of Barnet, Verment; 


| Vermont; 


By Mr. PACKARD: 


for 


A petition of 116 citi- | 


zens of Porter and Lake counties, Indiana, for | 
| the survey and sale of certain public lands in 
| the said counties. 


By Mr. POLAND: Petitions of J. Q. Hoyt 
H. H. Spaf- 
ford and others, of Perkinsville, Vermont; 
Charles A. Harris and others, Kast Burke, 
William N. Wilbur and others, Sax- 
ton’s River, Vermont; E. M. Wilsonand others, 
West Dunnonston, Vermont, for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. POMBROY: The petition of Wil- 


liam M. King and others, of Mason City, Iowa, | 


for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Ferdinand Tunkle, of 
Pilot Mound, Lowa, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of J. W. Dobbin 
others, of State Center, Iowa, for the same 
purpose. 

Also, the petition of L. M. Pratt and others, 
of Otho, Iowa, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of P. C. Carter and others, 
of Stanford, Iowa, for the same purpose. 
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Also, a petition of citizens of BR, 
California, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Blo, 

California, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Chip, 1’ 
California, for the same purpose. 

Also, a a petition of citizens of Al] 
California, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of eitizens of Pj] 
California, for the same purpose. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Shaw’ 


| California, for the same purpose. 


By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of § 


ua 


Hill and 214 others, citizens of 0}, 


and | 


Congress to abolish the franking privil wiles” . 

Also, the petition of Charles Tl. Andre 
and 6 others, manufacturers of prints of 
United States, praying Congress to repe: 
duty on garancine. 

3y Mr. SMYTH, of lowa: The petition 

John L. Davies and 474 others, citize ns 
Davenport, Scott county, Iowa, askin 
abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of i, C. Moorehead » 


59 others, citizens of Buffalo, Scott county. 
| lowa, asking for the abolition of the frankj;, 


privilege. 

Also the petition of H. C. Loomis and ; 
others, citizens of Durant, Cedar county, Jo; 
asking for the abolition of the franking pr 
ilege. 

Also, the petition of James T. Whitson a 


86 others, citizens of Cedar county, [ovw; 


asking for the same thing. 

Also, the petition of Philip Haines and 
others, citizens of Anamosa, Jones cou 
Iowa, asking for the abolition of the frank 
privilege. 

Also, the petition of James D. K. Tay! 
and 25 others, citizens of Highland Gx 
Jones county, lowa, and vicinity, asking | 
the same thing. 

Also, the petition of George A. Day 
master at Paris, Linn county, lowa, and 


| others, citizens of that place and vicinity, a 


Also, the petition of Noah J'ravis and others, || 


for the same purpose. 
Also, the petition of Colonel John Scott and 
others, of Nevada, Iowa, for the same purpose. 
Also, the petition of S. L. Bailey and others, 
of Colo, Iowa, for the same purpose. 


Also, the petition of J. B. Pinkham and 
others, of Marshalltown, Iowa, for the same 
purpose. 


Also,the petition of Samuel Millerand others, 
of La Moile, lowa, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. POTTER: Petitions from citizens 

f West larms, Bedford, Hastings, Sufferns, 
a Vesta, New 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. RICE: The petition of Thomas M. 
Eginton and others, citizens of 
Kentucky, praying for the establishment of a 
post road in Kentucky. 

Also, the petition of G. G. Natter and others, 
citizens of Estill county, Kentucky, praying for 
the establishment of a post road in Kentucky. 

Also, the petition of W. Frank Crawford and 
others, citizens of Powell county, Kentucky, 
praying for the establishment of a post road in 
Kentucky. 

Also, the petition of F. H. Ramsey and 
others, citizens of Clark county, Kentucky, 
wraying for the establishment of a post road in 
atest: 

By Mr. ROGERS: A petition of the oflicers 
of the Little Rock and Pulaski County Med- 
ical Association of Arkansas, in regard to the 
rank of medical officers in the United States 


| Nav Ve 


} 


By Mr. SARGENT: A petition of citizens | 


ing for the abolition of the franking privil 

Also, the petition of Ezra De Wolf, Wil) 
H. Ward, and 40 others, citizens of Prairi: 
Linn county, lowa, asking for the same th 

By Mr. STARKWEATHER: The petit 
of the Wilson Manufacturing Company, af N 
London, Connecticut, asking for the red 
of the duty on steel. 


Also, the petition of Albertson & Dougla 


'| Machine Company, of New London, Conn 


Y ork, praying for the abolition | 


Winchester, | 


of Placerville, California, for the abolition of | 
By Mr. MOORKH, of Ohio: The memorial || the franking privilege. 


ticut, asking for the reduction of the duty 
steel. 

By Mr. STEVENSON: A petition of ab 
500 citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio, prayin; 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition of citizens of College U 
and of Cumminsville, Ohio, for the same } 
pose. 

By Mr. STRONG: Petitions of E. W. 
aker and others; J. C. Robertson and oth 


T. G. Hodgson and others; Hollis G, Pars 


and others; E. Potter & Co. and others; 
Clay Trumbull and others; B,C. Kellogg : 
others; W. Willason and‘ others; all pray 
for the abolition of the franking privilege 

By Mr. SWEENEY: Petitions of citiz 
of Christian county, of Henderson cou 
of Daviess county, and of Hopkins county, 
the State of Kentucky, asking for the abolil 
of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of Mary Cunninghai 
pension. 


By Mr. TILLMAN: A memorial from 


| izens of Pulaski, Giles county, fourth dis’ 


Tennessee, asking the abolition of the fran 
privilege. 
Also, a memorial from citizens of 
Hill, same county, for the same purge. 
Also, a memorial from citizens of 


| county, fourth district Tennessee, for “a e sal 


| purpose. 


By Mr. TANNER: Several petitions fort! 


ll abolition of the franking privilege. 
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1870. 


py Mr. VAN AUKEN: The petition of 
ary Ann Benner, for a pension. i 

“By Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of 

“ce Perkins and 154 others, of Chillicothe, 

), praying for the abolition of the franking 


eo 
UDIOs 


‘1s . the vetitionof W. E. Anderson and 45 

‘ers. of Frankfort, Ross county, Ohio, on 
-ame subject. 

\Jso, the petition of Joel Gibeson and 78 

cers, of Gibesonville, Hocking county, Ohio, 

the same subject. 


\Iso, the petition of Frederick Ratz and 33 


rs, of Hamburgh, l’airfield county, Ohio, | 


the same subject. 

By Mr. VOORHEES: A memorial of citi- 

ns of New Orleans and vicinity, on the sub- 
ect of naval rank. 

By Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts : 
rh ememoria!sofC. H. Merriam and 800 others, 
of Leominster; John Barnard and 50 others, of 


joerfeld; KE. D. Hamilton and 80 others, of 


Conway; J. D. Canning and 30 others, of Gill; 
| yman Moore and 30 others, of Boston; J. R. 





Richard Knight and 100 others, of South Had- 
ey Falls; and S. W. Joy and 500 others, of 
Northampton, citizensof Massachusetts, pray- 
ing the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WHEELER: 
(. Pratt, president of the Ogdensburg and Lake 


The petition of John | 


that the Journal does show the presentation of 
the resolution to which he refers, and that it 
was ordered to be printed aad referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
The Journal was therefore correct. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a letter from the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting an abstract of a report of 
John G. Pratt, United States Indian agent, 
upon claims for stock stolen from the Delaware 


Indians since 1854, provided for in the treaty 


of July 4, 1866, with said tribe; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair also 
lays before the Senate a response of the Attor- 


| ney General in answer to a resolution adopted 
| yesterday, which, as it is brief, the Secretary 


will read in full. 
Ihe Secretary read as follows: 
ATTORNEY. GENERAL’S OVFFICB, 
WASHINGTON, January 31, 1870. 
To the Senate of the United States: 


[ have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a 
copy of the resolution of the Senate of the 3ist of 


| January, 1870, in these words: 


** Resolved, That the Attorney General be, and he 


| hereby is, requested to communicate to the Senate 


copies of any communications sent by him to any of 
the United States military authorities since the pas- 
sage of the last act relative to the readmission of 
Georgia to representation in Congress, and particu- 


| larly any opinion given by him touching the eligi- 


Champlain railroad, to reduce the duty oniron || 


and steel rails. 

By Mr. WHITTEMORE: Petitions from the 
‘ounties of Sumter, Williamsburgh, Marion, 
Darlington, and Georgetown, South Carolina, 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. WILLARD: The petition of Moses 
Field and others, of West Haven, Vermont; 
of Daniel Babeock and others, of Granville, 
Vermont; of J. Rice and others, of Powlett, 
Vermont; of N. B. Pinney and others, of 
Mechanicsville, Vermont; of George P. Haw- 
ley and others, of Waterbury, Vermont; of 
John S. Dwinnell and others, of Kast Calais, 


bility of members of the Legislature of Georgia.” 

IT have given no official opinion in writing relating 
to the afiairs of Georgia, and have not in my pos- 
session a copy of any communication such as is re- 
ferred to by the resolution. The questions arising 
in relation to the reconstruction of Georgia have 


| sometimes been a subject of conversation between 


Vermont; of Byron C. Rounds and others, of || 


Moulton, Vermont; of E. B. Holden and 
others, of North Clarendon, Vermont; of Dan- 
iel Morey and others, of Stamford, Vermont; 
of H. Templeton and others, of Worcester, 
Vermont; and of Redfield Proctor and others, 
of Sutherland Falls, Vermont, for the abolition 
of the franking privilege. 

Also, the memorial of William P. Russell, 
for a pension. 

By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio: The petition of 
James O. K. Hubbard, a soldier of the war of 
1812, together with accompanying testimony, 
praying for a special act granting him a pen- 
sion. 

By Mr. WINANS: The petition of Anson 
Pilger, postmaster, and 41 others, citizens of 
Grove City, Franklin county, Ohio, for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 





IN SENATE. 
Turspay, February 1, 1870. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
man, D. D. 


The Journal of yesterday was read. 
CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. HOWELL. There is a slight correction 
of the minutes which I wish to make. I pre- 


sented yesterday a memorial of the Legislature | 
of lowain behalf of the abolition of the frank- 


ing privilege, and asked that it be printed. 
there is no mention of that motion upon the 
minutes as I observed their reading; and out 
of respect to the General Assembly of the State 


of — I would ask that that correction be 
nade, 


will be made. 


The VICE PRESIDENT subsequently said : 


The Chair will state to the Senator from Iowa | 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. That correction | 


the President, the Seoretary of War, the General of 
the Army, and myself, and l have expressed opinions 
upon some of the questions, but not in sucha formal 
and official manner that I understood they were to 
be the subject of action. On one occasion, in con- 
versation with the President, the General of the 
Army was present, and I intimated to him the views 
I took upon one or two questions, and at his request 
made ashort memorandum of them in writing, which 
he took, of which I retained no copy, and am there- 
fore unable to furnish one. I am not aware of 
any other fact material to the request contained in 
the resolution of your honorable body, and have 
only mentioned the foregoing from an uncertainty 
whether the President and the Secretary of War 
were considered as “military authorities’ within 


its meaning. 
Very respectfully, E.R. HOAR, 
Attorney General. 


Mr. HOWARD. I move that that communi- 
cation be printed and referred to the Committee 


on the Judiciary. 


Mr. NORTON. I wish to inquire to what 


| resolution that is an answer. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. In answer toa 


| resolution adopted yesterday on the motion of 
| the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Howarp. ] 
| The question is on the motion of the Senator 


from Michigan. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented ten peti- 
tions from various portions of the United States, 
praying for the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilege; which were referred to the Committee 


| on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Iowa, praying that provision be made by law 
for the compulsory prepayment of all domestic 


| postages; which was referred to the Committee 


on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. FENTON, I present the petition of 
three thousand citizens of the city of Brooklyn, 
New York, praying for the abolition of the 
franking privilege; and also the petition of two 


' hundred members of the Union League Club 


of the city of New York, for the same purpose. 


| I move that they be referred to the Committee 


on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Would it not be proper now 
to lay these petitions on the table, inasmuch as 
the committee have reported on that matter, 
the abolition of the franking privilege? 1 think 
they should be laid on the table hereafter. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
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from Maine {Mr. Hamuix]} offered some days 
since an order that such petitions might be 
presented to the Secretary, but it was not a 
compulsory order. 

_ Mr. RAMSEY. But my present suggestion 
is on a different principle. The committee 
have reported on the subject. 

Mr. HAMLIN. ‘The point is that the com 
mittee have reported a bill on this subject, and 
the matter is no longer before them. I[ move, 
therefore, that all memorials relating to the 
subject be hereafter laid on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
be made. 

Mr. DRAKE. The motion of the honor 
able Senator from Maine does not seem to me 
to cover the case. We have had for some time 
nearly the whole morning hour consumed here 
in presenting petitions on this subject. Now, 
the order to lay them on the table does not 
prevent the consumption of the time of the 
Senate in the presentation of them 

Mr. CONKLING. If the honorable Sen- 
ator will allow me, as the bill has been reported 
back I suppose it will be acted on presently, 
and that of course will put an end to the pre- 
sentation of such petitions. 

Mr. DRAKE. No, sir; it will not put an 


r 
> 


That order wil! 


| end to the presentation of them in this way 
| andthe consumption of our time. I supposed 


when the Senate by unanimous consent agreed 


| that they might be handed to the Secretary 
| instead of being presented here that the inten 


tion was to save the consumption of the time 


| of the Senate. 


Mr. FENTON. 
the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is _ not. 
The Senator from New York is entitled to the 
floor. 


Mr. FENTON. 


Is there any motion before 


I desire, in the discharge 


| of my duty, to present a large number of peti 


tions from various localities in the State of 
New York, numerously signed, asking also for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. They will be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. FENTON also presented the preamble 
and resolutions of the Board of Trade of Al 
bany, New York, praying for an appropriation 
cufficient for the erection or procuring of a 
building in said city suitable for the accommo 
dation of the post office, revenue oflices, custom 
house, and other permanent and temporary 
departments of the Government in said city ; 
which were referred to the Committee on Pub 
lic Buildings and Grounds, 

Mr. SCOTT presented a petition of citizens 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying that 
pensions may be allowed the surviving soldiers 
of the war of 1812, and also to the widows of 
such as are deceased; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions, 

He also presented several petitions of citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege ; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. HOWARD presented the memorial of 
Thomas Henderson, praying that he may be 


| permitted to purchase a certain tract of Gov- 


ernment land on which he has located,and which 
he has improved; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. McDONALD presented the petition of 
Samuel W. Williams, of Little Rock, Arkansas, 
praying for the rsmoval of his political dis- 
abilities; which was referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis 
abilities. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask leave to present 
the memorial of Caleb Lowe, of Chicago, [ili 
nois, praying for the passage of an act mak- 
ing provision for the payment of his claims for 
depredations committed by vessels of France 
between and during the years 1793 and 1801, 
or that he be restored to his remedy against 
France. I suppose the proper reference of 
this memorial would be to the Committee ou 











930 


Foreign Relations, and I move its reference | 


to that committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. LI also present a memo- 
rial of the Military Medical Association of 


Aledo, Illinois, praying, for, the pageage of a | of Alabama, praying for the abolition of the | 


law which shall permanently accord to med- 
ical officers of the Navy such rank, material 
privileges, immunities, and accommodations, 
as well as such definite protection to their 
authority. as may be deemed proper and need- 
ful. I move its reference to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FERRY presented the petition of Eng- || 


lish & Merrick, of New Haven, Connecticut, 


praying that the duties onimported steel shall |, 
| Sarah A. Crosby, widow of William A. Crosby, | 


not be increased, but on the contrary shall be 
reduced; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finanee. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
of citizens of Sag Harbor and New Brighton, 


New York, against the franking practice ; and |, 


I beg to say, as the Senator from Missouri 


[Mr. Drake} did notunderstand my suggestion || 


entirely a moment ago, that if the bill now 
before us relating to this subject shall be acted 


upon and disposed of finally, as doubtless it || 


will be presently, those who send these peti- 


tions will cease to send them, and thus the Sen- || 
That was the suggestion | 


ate will be relieved. 
I made. 

Tie VICE PRESIDENT. 
will lie on the table. 

Mr. COLE presented a resolution of the 
General Assembly of the State of California, 


asking for the passage of an act declaring the | 


public highways leading from’ Santa Rosa to 
Sonoma, and from Santa Rosa to Sebastopol, 
inthe county of Sonoma, and from Healdsburg, 
in Sonomacounty, to Calistoga, in Napacounty, 
in that State, mail routes, and to have mail 
service put thereon at an early day ; which was 
reterred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I present the memorial 
of W. Patton, of Towanda, Pennsylvania, who 
says that he is a descendant of white revolu- 


tionary patriots, who with their compatriots | 


founded this Government and bequeathed it to 
us and our white posterity forever, together 
with such naturalized foreigners of our own 
race as we might choose to adopt as our fellow- 
citizens. He quotes and invokes the serious 
attention of Congress to the opinions of our 
late eminent and patriotic statesmen on the 
question of negro equality—the elder Adams, 
Clay, Webster, Douglas, and Lincoln; and he 
prays for such legislation by Congress as will 
secure the Government of the United States 
exclusively to the white race. I move the refer- 
ence of this memorial to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SAWYER presented a petition of citi- 
zens of South Carolina, praying for the abo- 
lition of the franking privilege; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. McCREERY presented a petition of 
citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing that pensions may be allowed the surviv- 
ing soldiers of the war of 1812, and also to the 
widows of such as are deceased; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented two petitions of citizens 
of Kentucky, praying for the abolition of the 
frauking privilege; which were ordered to lie 
on the table. 


Mr. OSBORN presented a petition of citi- |, 


zens of Powellton, Florida, praying for the 
abolition of the franking privilege ; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. VICKERS presented seven petitions of 
citizens of Maryland, praying for the abolition 
of the franking privilege ; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of 


I present the memorial 


, s | 
The memorial 


Alexander Cobb, of the county of Sanford, 

State of Alabama, praying for the removal 

of his political disabilities ; which Was referred 

to the select Committee on the Removal of 
Political Disabilities. 

| He also presented two petitions of citizens 


franking privilege; which were ordered to lie 
_ on the table. 
Mr. PRATT presented a petition of citizens 
_ of Indiana, praying for the abolition of the 
| franking privilege ; which were ordered to lie 
| on the table. 


Mr. STOCKTON presented a petition of | 


| citizens of Trenton, New Jersey, praying for 
| the abolition of the franking privilege; which 
| was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. SCHURZ presented the petition of 


| of the county of Greene, Missouri, praying to 
be allowed a pension; which was referred to 

| the Committee on Pensions. 

| Mr. WILLEY presented a petition of citi- 

zens of West Virginia, praying for the aboli- 

tion of the franking privilege; which was 

ordered to lie on the table. 

_ Mr. BAYARD presented a petition of citi- 

| zens of Pennsylvania, praying for the abolition 

| of the franking privilege; which was ordered 

|| to lie on the table. 

He also presented several petitions of citi- 


| the franking privilege ; which were ordered to 
|| lie on the table, 


| John C. Campbell, of the county of Washing- 
'| ton, State of Virginia, praying for the removal 
| of his political disabilities; which was referred 
| to the select Committee on the Removal of 
| Political Disabilities. 


| _ He also presented the petitions of P. C. | 
|| Johnston and M. B. D. Lane, of Lee county, | 


|| Virginia, and J. M. Broadus, of Alexandria, 

Virginia, praying for the removal of their 
| political disabilities; which were referred to 
|| the select Committee on the Removal of Polit- 
ical Disabilities. 

Mr. WARNER presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Alabama, praying the abolition of the 
franking privilege; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. CASSERLY presented a petition of citi- 
zens of California, praying the abolition of the 
franking privilege; whiclr was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

He also , resented the memorial of the Anti- 
Coolie and Anti- Monopoly Association of San 
Francisco, California, remonstrating against 
granting a subsidy to the Pacific Steamship 
Company for carrying the mail between San 
Francisco and China and Japan; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 

Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

1 Mr. CASSERLY. I present also a resolu- 
| tion of the Legislature of the State of Califor- 
| 
i 


} 


| 





nia, in reference to the opening of certain mail 
routes in the State of California, which I ask 
| to have read. 
| Mr. WILLIAMS. [ask if it is necessary to 
|| have these memorials read? It seems to me 
} that it is not in accordance with the practice of 
| the Senate, and it is an unnecessary consump- 
|| tion of time. 
|| Mr. CASSERLY. It is extremely short, not 
|| more than half a dozen lines. 
|| Mr. WILLIAMS. If we are to have memo- 
| rials praying for the establishment of post roads 
| read in the Senate they will occupy the whole 
'| morning hour. 
| _ The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
|| from California desires a resolution ofthe Legis- 
|| lature of the State of California presented by 
| him to be reported. The Secretary will read it. 
| The Secretary read as follows: 


|| Pesolved by the Senate, (the Assembly concurring,) 


That our Senators in Congress be instructed and our | 


j 

| Representatives requested to procure the passage of 
| an act declaring the public highways leading from 
|| Santa Rosa to Sonora, and from Santa Rosa to 


zens of Delaware, praying for the abolition of | 


Mr. JOHNSTON presented the ore of | 


| Sebastopol, in the county of Sonoma, 


| 





x 








‘ 
a} 119 wer 
February ], 


; and fro, 
Healdsburg, in Sonoma county, to Calistoga’ in 


Napa county, in this State, mail routes, a; = 
have mail service placed thereon at an early do, 
and that the Governor of this State be requested | 
transmit copies of this resolution to our Senators an; 
Representatives in Congress, “and 

Approved January 21. 1870. 

i. H. HAIGHT, Governop 
WILLIAM HOLDEN” 
President of the &, 
GEORGE H. ROGERS, 
Speaker of the Assembly. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I move the reference os 
this resolution to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I present th. 
petition of citizens of Vermont, of High River 
Junction, praying for the abolition of the frank. 
ing privilege. I desire to say that [am in {ayo, 
of earrying out the reform proposed by tho 
Postmaster General, but Lam not quite surg 
that the bill that has come from the House of 
Representatives does that, and I am quite ap: 
prehensive that if we shall act upon that i} 
we shall have more petitions here asking fy; 
the restoration of the franking privilege thay 
we are now receiving against it. I move that 
this petition lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to, 


Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of citi. 
zens of lowa, praying that provision be made 
by law for the compulsory prepayment of al! 
domestic postages; which was referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 

Mr. ANTHONY presented two petitions of 
citizens of Rhode Island, praying for the abo- 
lition of the franking privilege; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. POMEROY. I present several memo. 
rials from citizens of the United States relat- 
ing to the inequality that exists among citizens 
upon the subject of suffrage. They suggest 
that these inequalitiesshould beremoved, either 
by legislation or by an amendment of the Con- 
stitution, so that citizens without regard to sex 
or color may be admitted tothe ballot. I move 
that these petitions be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. THAYER presented a petition of cit- 
izens of Butler county, Nebraska, praying that 
a mail route be extended from U iysses, But: 
ler county, to Schuyler, Colfax county, Ne 
braska; and praying also that a post office be 
established at Fairview, the center of Butler 
county, and recommending that O. H. Ford 


nate, 


| be appointed postmaster; which was referred 
/ to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 


Roads. 

He also presented a petition of citizens o! 
York and Seward counties, Nebraska, praying 
that a mail route be established from Seward 
county, running along Lincoln creek, via Adel, 
in Seward county, to Thayer, in York county, 
a distance of thirty miles, and that service be 
ordered upon that route from.Seward via Adel 


| to Thayer and back once a week; which was 


referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. THAYER. I also present several pett- 
tions praying for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. As acommentary on the value 0! 
them | desire to read an extract from a letter 
inclosing one of these memorials asking for the 
abolition of the franking privilege. The writer 
says: 

“T want you, if you please, to send mo the agri- 
cultural report for 1866, 1867, and 1868 if they are out. 
Also send me several varieties of wheat and any 


o her articles of that character which you have to 
distribute.” [{Laughter. } 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The petitions 
will be laid on the table. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of William M. Rigss be 


| taken from the files of the Senate and referred tothe 


| Committee on Military Affairs. 
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On motion of Mr. NYE, it was 


Ardered, That the papers in the case of William 
Tames be taken from the files of the Senate and 
‘ered to the Committee on Claims. 


a REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, to whom was referred a com- 
munication from the Attorney General respect- 
-» national cemeteries, reported a bill(S. No. 
‘74 to amend an act entitled ‘fAn act to estab- 
J) and protect national cemeteries ;’* which 
vag read, and passed to a second feading. 

\fr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Iam directed 

v the Committee on Iinance, to whom was 
“ferred the bill (S. No. 426) for the relief of the 
heirs of Michael Nourse, deceased, to report it 
back with a recommendation that the bill be 
ected. On the 11th day of January we 
reported against a petition asking for the same 
relief, with a printed report; and in order that 
we may be finally relieved of this subject I ask 
that it be acted upon now. 

the VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
asks that the bill be rejected. The question 

son its rejection. 

I'he bill was rejected. 

Mr. ABBOTT. The Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
‘57) fixing the status of certain Federal sol- 
iiers enlisting in the Union Army in the State 
f Alabama, andthe bill (S. No. 392) fixing the 
status of certain Federal soldiers enlisting in 
the Union Army from the State of Florida, 
have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report back a consoli- 
dated bill embracing the two, with a recom- 
mendation that the consolidated bill pass. 

fhe VICK PRESIDENT. Senate bills No. 
57 and No. 892 will be regarded as indefi- 
iitely postponed ; and the other bill will be 
‘ead and placed on the Calendar. 

lhe bill (S. No. 476) fixing the status of cer- 
tain Federal soldiers enlisting in the Union 
Army from the States of Alabamaand Fiorida 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. ‘lhe Committee 
n Appropriations, to whom was referred the 
joint resolution (S. R. No. 112) authorizing 
he Secretary of the Navy to transfer to use in 
the Bureaus of Construction and Repairs and 
Steam Engineering, for the purposes thereof, 
such of the unexpended balances remaining to 
the credit of the other bureaus of the Navy 
Department and available for the curreut year 
is may be from time to time required, have 
iustructed me to report it with an amendment. 
lask for its present consideration. 

TheVICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maine from the Committee ou Appropriations 
reports back the joint resolution and asks its 
immediate consideration. It will be read at 
ength for information; after which the Chair 
will ask for objections to it, if there be any. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution. It 

proposes toauthorize the Secretary of the Navy 
to transfer to and use in the Bureaus of Con- 
struction and Repairs and Steam Engineering, 
‘orthe purposes thereof, such ofthe unexpended 
balances remaining to the credit of the other 
bureaus in the Navy Department and available 
for the current year as may be from time t 
time required ; but each transfer to either of 
the bureaus first named is to mention the 
bureau and appropriation from which it is 
transferred, and is in no ease to exceed the 
amount to its credit; and the whole amount 
transferred to both is not to exceed $4,000,000 
in the aggregate; and the money so transferred 
is to be expended only for the purpose for pro- 
viding materials, carrying on the work, and 
paying the employés of the bureau to which it is 
transferred. 
The Committee on Appropriations reported 
the joint resolution with an amendment, to 
strike out all after the word ‘‘ year’’ in line seven 
down to and including the word “ further,”’ as 
follows: 


AS may be from time to time required: Provided, 
that each transfer to either of the bureaus first 


| some extent. 
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named shall mention the bureau and appropriation 
from which it is transferred and shall in no case 
exceed the amount of its credit: And provided, That 
the whole amount transferred to both shall not 
exceed $4,000,000 in the aggregate: And provided 
further. 

And in lieu thereof to insert the following: 


From the Bureau of Steam. Engineering, $1,400,000; 
and to the Bureau of Construction from the Bureau 
of Equipment of Vessels, $399,000; from the Bureau 
of Navigation, $250,000; from the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, $1,951,000. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objection 
to the immediate consideration of the joint 
resolution ? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I ought to make 
a statement, perhaps, in regard toit. It will be 
perceived by the phraseology of the resolution 
that it does not make an appropriation. It 
simply authorizes a distribution of appropria- 
tions already made, made last year, and of 
balances remaining in certain bureaus, to cer- 
tain other bureaus which are found to be defi- 
cient. Heretofore the Department had that 
authority, but by an act passed in 1868 that 
authority was taken from it, and now as a 
matter of fact the Bureaus of Steam Engineer- 
ing and of Construction and Repairs have a 
deticiency, and on account of that deficiency 
the public works are necessarily stopped to 
It is to remedy that difficulty 
that this resolution provides for taking these 
specified amounts from certain bureaus and 
transferring them for use to the other bureaus. 
There will still remain a large unexpended 
appropriation to the Navy Department. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to the immediate consideration of the 
resolution ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not know that | 
desire to interpose a single objection to its im- 
mediate pousldaeatinn. Iam opposed to the 
resolution, and shall desire to state my objec- 
tions to it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [think it will save time 
to allow it to go over until to-morrow. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If the Senator 
from Illinois desires to be heard, I will not urge 
its consideration this morning. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie over. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. ANTHONY. [ask leave to introduce 
a bill without notice; and in presenting it, I 
desire to say that I believe it is in the direction 
of retrenchment, which Congress has so wisely 
entered upon, and I shall ask the liberty at an 
early day, to-morrow if convenient, to give my 
views on the subject. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 475) to further reg- 
ulate the public printing and to discontinue 
the publication of books by the General Gov- 
ernment for popular distribution ; which was 
read twice by its title, and ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

Mr. HOWELL. I have had a printed bill 
handed me this morning with a request that I 
should present it to the Senate and have it 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 477) to amend an 
act entitled ‘An act for a grant of lands to 
the State of Iowa, in alternate sections, to aid 
in the construction of a railroad in said State,”’ 
approved May 12, 1864, and to grant lands to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from 
O’Brien county, lowa, to the Missouri river ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. PRATT asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
478) for the relief of John L. Miles; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 479) for the suppression of drinking-houses 
and tippling-shops in the District of Columbia : 
which was read twice by its title. referred to 
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the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 113) declaring Missis- 
spp entitled to representation in Congress ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 
be printed. ; 

Mr. WILLEY asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 114) for furnishing complete 
sets of the Congressional Globe and Appendix 
to Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in 
Congress who have not received the same: 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. WILLEY. That ought to go to the 
Committee on Printing or the Committee on 
Appropriations, | do not know which—the 
Committee on Appropriations probably. 

Several Senators. The Committee on 
Printing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is suggested 
that the Committee on Printing would be the 
proper committee, and it will be referred to 
that committee. 


MESSAGE FROM THE ILOUSE. 


A message from the House of Represent- 
atives, by Mr. Curxton Luioyp, its Chief Clerk, 
announced that the House had passed the 
following joint resolutions of the Senate : 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 2) for the relief 
of John E. Reeside ; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 80) to close 
the accounts of John W. Forney, late Secre- 
tary of the Senate; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 105) author 
izing the passport clerk at the Department of 
State to administer oaths and affirmations on 
applications for passports. 

The message also announced that the House 
had agreed to the amendments of the Senate 
to the bill (H. R. No. 134) to establish a land 
district in Wyoming Territory, and for other 
purposes. 

The message further aunounced that the 
House had agreed to the resolution of the Sen 
ate presenting the thanks of Congress to the 
Governor, and through him to the people of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, for 
the statue of Major General Greene. 

NAVAL OFFICERS IN WASHINGTON. 

Mr. SPENCER submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
directed to inform the Senate: first, the names, rank, 
and numbers of commissioned officers of the Navy 
employed on duty or otherwise residing permanently 
or temporarily in Washington city at the present 
date; second, the names, rank, and numbers of com 
missioned officers of the Navy who were employed on 
duty in Washington at the date of meeting of the pres- 
ent Congress in Deocmber last; third, the names, rank. 
and numbers of commissioned officers of the Nav; 
who have been ordered to report for special duty in 
Washington since the day of meeting of the present 
Congress in December last, with a list of duties to 
which they have been assigned; fourth, how many 
officers and members of the senior class of midship- 
men attached to the Naval Academy at Annapolis 
have visited Washington under orders or leave ot 
absence since the meeting of the present Congress in 
December last. 


SURVEY OF SAN DOMINGO, 


Mr. MORTON submitted the following res- 
olution; which was referred to the Committee 
on Printing: 

Resolved, Thatthree hundred copies of the sur vey 
of the coast of the island of San Domingo, made by 


Admiral Porter, be published for the use of th 
senate. 


QUARTERM ASTER 8 DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. WILSON submitted the following res 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War bo directed to 
report for the information of the Senate, the number. 
location and rent of buildings of the quartermaster 
department of the Army. 


RED RIVER DIFFICULTIES 


Mr. RAMSEY. I desire to offer the fol 








& 
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lowing resolution, and I should like immediate | 
action upon it: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Rela- | 
tions be instructed to consider the expediency of | 
recommending to the President of the 
that this Government shall tender its mediation be- | 
tween the Dominion of Canada and the people of 
the Ked river district for the adjustment of existing 
difficulties and the establishment of responsible 
government in the territory included inthe charter | 
of the Hudson Bay Company. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Letit go over. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being | 
made, the resolution must lie over. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I appeal to the Senator 
from Vermont to allow the resolution to be 
considered at thistime. He may move a post- 
ponement of it afterward if he desires, but I 
wish to say something on the subject. : 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I withdraw the 
objection if the Senator desires to speak to the 
resolution. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Then, the resolution being 
before the Senate, I desire to say a few words | 
to the Senate on the subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
is before the Senate. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Mr. President, the resist- 
ance to the extension of the Canadian Confed- 
eration west of Lake Superior to the Rocky 


The resolution 


on the Red River of the North, which sits at 
the gateway to the great river systems which 
constitute the Winnipeg basin, has been suc- | 
cessful. 

The French population were first organized, | 





ee | lar rights and the political conditions on which 





and prevented the approach of Hon. William | 


McDougall, who had been designated as the 
Governor of the northwest territory. 
Garry, seventy miles north of the international 
boundary, was occupied by the insurgents on 


the day that the Canadian — was forced | 


upon American territory near Pembina. 


These | 


events, decisive of the control of the country, | 


occurred on the 2d of November last. A pro- 
visional government was immediately organ- | 
ized, consisting of twelve persons, who chose | 
Mr. John Bruce president and Mr. Louis Riel 

secretary and commander of all military forces. 
Martial law was declared ; but simultaneously 
the Scotch and English settlers were invited | 
to send twelve delegates to meet the French 

council of war in a convention for the redress | 
of grievances. They did so, and the month of 
November was mostly passed by this body in 
determining the terms upon which the com- 
munity would consent to receive the jurisdic- 
tion of Canada. So far the insurrection was 
directed exclusively against the attempt to || 
enforce an act of the Canadian Parliament, | 
which sought to vest all legislative power in a 
Governor sent from Ottawa and a council || 
of not less than seven or more than fifteen, || 
which should be exclusively of his appoint- 
ment, as was the case with all judicial officers. | 

A premature survey of the country by Cana- 
dians, and other events obnoxious to the peo- 
ple of Selkirk, had contributed to the public 
dissatisfaction ; but the occasion of the Red 
river outbreak was the attempt of the English 
Government to transfer the Winnipeg districts || 
to Canada—a colony to a colony—and of Can- 
ada to dispose of the government without per- 
mitting the inhabitants to have any voice in so 
great a political change. 

{t was assumed that the Hudson Bay Com- || 
pany was competent by a surrender of its 
claim under the charter of 1670 to settle the 
destiny of the community at Selkirk, which, 
founded in 1812 and long isolated from the 
world, had yet developed into an intelligent 
and moral people of fifteen thousand souls, and i} 
which, recalling many traditions and experi- || 
ences of the arbitrary conduct of an irrespon- 
sible corporation, was justly irritated by a 

| 














| 


policy that excluded their wishes in determin- 
ing the 
America. 
Such, briefly, was the situation at the close of 
the Red river convention of November, 1869. 
Governor McDougall was a refugee on Ameri- |! 


uture institutions of central British 


Tort | 


| pass all laws local to the territory over the 


| ritory. 
| people. 


|| appropriated to the benefit of schools, the | 


| be subject to the local Legislature. 


| | 

| | 

| peg by rail with the nearest line of railroad | 

| 

| | 
mountains without the assent of the community | 


| between the Dominion and the several tribes | 


| guaranty these rights, declaring their readi- | 


'eral Riel insisted on an act of guarantee by | 
| Canadian representative. 


| the office of Governor, and before daylight was 
| English territory a second proclamation was 


| for the northwest territories, an 
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can soil. The insurrectionary government, 
while holding exclusive control of the country, 
had inaugurated adiscussion by delegates of the 
whole people in regard to guarantees of popu- 


a union with Canada might be effected. I| in- 
vite your attention to this bill of rights of the 
Winnipeg convention. it was as follows: 
1. That the people have the right to elect || 
their own Legislature. 
2. That the Legislature have the right to | 


veto of the Executive by atwo-thirds vote. | 

3. That no act of the Dominion Parliament 
local to the territory be binding on the people 
until sanctioned by the Legislature of the ter- 


| 

y, 

4. That all sheriffs, magistrates, constables, | 
school commissioners. &c., be elected by the | 


56. A free homestead and preémption law. | 
6. That a portion of the public lands be || 


burlding of bridges, roads, and public buildings. 
7. That it be guarantied to connect Winni- 


within a term of five years, the land grant to | 


8. That for the term of four years all mil- 
itary, civil, and municipal expenses be paid | 
out of the Dominion funds. 

9. That the military be composed of the || 
inhabitants now existing in the territory. 

10. That the English and French languages | 
be common in the Legislature and courts, and || 
that all public documents and acts of the Legis: | 
lature be published in both languages. 

11. That treaties be concluded and ratified | 





of Indians in the territory, to insure peace on 
the frontier. 
12. That the Selkirk people have a full and } 


| fair representation in the Dominion Parlia- 


ment. I] 

13. That all privileges, eustoms, and usages | 
existing at the time of the transfer be re- | 
spected. i! 

This November declaration was unanimously || 
adopted by the convention, and had the uni- || 
versal assent of the people. The latest state- | 
ment (December 19) is that the French repre- 


| 
: : 
sentatives proposed that a delegation should | 


be sent to Pembina to ask Mr. McDougall to | 


ness to escort him into the settlement in case | 
he complied. Another statement is that Gen- | 


the Dominion Parliament before the Governor 
should be received and inaugurated. In either 
event the above was a proposition that deserved 
respectful and deliberate consideration by the | 


| 
} 
A different policy was pursued by Mr. 
McDougall. On the night of the Ist of De- || 
cember he crossed the frontier, and under cover || 
of darkness posted a proclamation assuming 


safely returned to his quarters on American 
territory. During the hour of his presence on 


made appointing John Stoughton Dennis as his 
lieutenant and conservator of the peace in and 
vesting in 
him authority ‘‘ to raise, organize, arm, equip, 
and provision a sufficient force within the said 
territories, and with the said force to attack, | 
arrest, disarm, or disperse the armed men un- 
lawfully assembled’’ and more fully described 
in the preamble. 

After many recitals of the powers conferred | 
on Dennis the proclamation further authorized | 
him to appoint as many officers and deputies | 
and to give them such orders and instructions | 
as he should deem necessary. No language 
was omitted which could strengthen this del- 
egation of authority to Dennis. The latter 
immediately acted under his instructions. Cir- 
culating Mr. McDougall’s proclamations, he 
supplemented his own commission by a call 





| miles north of Fort Garry. 
| that his agents attempted to incite bands 5, 
|| Cree Indians and refugee Sioux from Minyo. 


February |. 


‘‘on all loyal men of the northwest territories, 
assist him by every means in their power to See 
out the same.”’ He raised in person a jj, 
of two hundred Swampy Indians and took mt 
session of the Lower Stone fort, about tiver ne 
It is also charg, 


sota, who were encamped sixty miles west ay) 


| southwest of [ort Garry, to hostilities againg, 


the insurgents; while simultaneously the fay, 


| Canadian emigrants in the settlement Were 


under arms. 

There was a sudden termination to all ciy; 
discussion. ‘The English and Scotch deputies 
returned disheartened and dissatisfied to thei, 
homes, or heartily responded to the summons 
of Riel, the French leader, and his councij os 
war. Instantly six hundred men rallied to ti. 
support of the provisional government; a dec 
laration of independence of all Canadian ay. 
thority was proclaimed ; the bill of rights was 
posted everywhere as the unanimous demand 
of the Selkirk people, to which the response 
of the Canadian party was an invocation of the 
horrors of savage hostilities; and so suddey 
and high rose the storm and demonstration of 
popular indignation that the lieutenant and 
conservator of the peace, Mr. John Stoughton 
Dennis, suddenly disbanded his Indian cop. 
tingent at the Lower Stone fort and rejoined 
his principal at Pembina, and hassince claimed 
as a merit that in his flight along the westery 
frontier of the settlement he dissuaded the Sioux 
from an expedition against the insurgents, 

The Canadians, not more than sixty in num- 
ber, having rallied at the residence of Dr. John 
Schultz, at Winnipeg, adjacent to Fort Garry, 
were surrounded and made prisoners, and have 
since been mostly exiled from the country, 
Even at the distance of seventy miles from the 
chief scene of action Governor McDougall, his 
family, and staff, became aware that the storm 
raised by the commission to Dennis and the 
proceedings under it might endanger his per- 
sonal safety, and soon afterward, on the 18h 
of December, his party left Pembina, and have 
since arrived at Ottawa. 

He was met at St. Paul by his formal recall, 
onthe ground that his commission of Gov- 
ernor was only to take effect on the full and 
unquestionable transfer of the northwest ter- 
ritory by the Hudson Bay Company to Can- 
ada, for which the English Government was 
sponsor. 

So it happens that the expulsion of McDou- 
gall is claimed by the Dominion authorities to 
justify the postponement of the payment of 
£300,000, which was the fundamental provis- 
ion of the Earl of Granville’s protocol of 
March, 1869, while the default of Canada is 
claimed by the company as a temporary defeat 
of the proposition of transfer, remanding the 
northwest territory to the jurisdiction of the 
Hudson Bay Company. 

In all this chaos only one fact transpires, 
namely, the validity and ascendency of self- 
government at Red river. The provisional 
government of November, the protest of a 
people, stands forth established de facto and 
de jure. 

With the final repulse of Canadian authority 
there appear upon the scene the envoysnot only 
of the Dominion, but of the old régime of the 
fur traders, The Canadian ministry forward 
M. Thibault, the vicar-general of Quebec, and 
a Colonel De Salaberry, a lower Canadian, 
formerly connected with a scientific survey 0! 
the northwest territory, to negotiate with the 
French leaders, while Mr. Donald Smith pro- 
ceeds from London, with instructions from the 
directors of the Hudson Bay Company to recog: 
nize the provisional government of November 
as inall respects legitimate. A sudden change 
from the December imbroglio, the midnight 
proclamations of McDougall and the frontier 
warfare of Dennis! And so the questions 4! 
issue on Red river pass once more into the 
domain ofnegotiation. The conference invited 
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so much moderation in November and so 
lontly rejected in December is resumed in 
‘anuary. Lhe attitude of those deputations is 
most of supplication to the Red river revolu- 
‘oniets, While the whole situation irresistibly 
samesia the duty of the Government of the 
('nited States no longer to remain a cold and 
-neympathetic observer of these interesting 
events in the new northwest. 

Let me ask, is there no other alternative for 
‘he people of northwest British America than 
-» be eajoled or dragooned into this unnatural 

nion with Canada’ I say ‘‘ unnatural,’’ for 

‘he face of the contznent, the course of trade, 

stal relations, the immediate future of rail- 

ad communications, all point to close com- 
mercial relations with Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
and Illinois; and if the events of the last 
‘wenty years and all the probabilities of the 
next ten years declare and enforce the identity 
of commercial interests with Duluth and St. 
Paul, with Chieago and St. Louis, rather than 
ith ‘Toronto, Montreal, and Halifax, why 


Wi 


4] mi 





should not the way be found or made for a 


submission to the people of Selkirk whether 
they desire to join their political destiny with 
the United States or with Canada? We have 


had manifold assurances from English states- | 


men of all party designations that any depend- 
encyon remote continents which should author- 
itatively manifest a wish to form any other 
political association should never be enforced 
toremainan English province; and what more 
proper occasion could possibly offer for such a 
manifestation of English magnanimity than in 
the case of the Red river people? Why should 
not the English cabinet say to them, and also 
to the inhabitants of British Columbia, ** De- 
cide for yourselves after the fullest, exhibit by 
the Governments at Ottawa and Washington 
of the terms and inducements of political 
inion with which you prefer to cast your for- 
tunes?”’ 

We are informed by telegraph that a deputa- 
tion from the Bruce-Riel provisional govern- 
ment is to be invited to Ottawa, with a view to 
a peaceful adjustment of late difficulties, and 
that all purpose of coercion is relinquished ; a 
wise conclusion, however forcible the contrast 
with the events of the first week of December. 
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countries. feeling :hat the great necessity of 
the West was cheap transportation, I hoped 
by extending the Canadian market to receive 
in exchange not only the freedom of the St. 
Lawrence river, butinereased facilities of inter- 
course throngh the Welland and St. Lawrence 
canals. 

We have been made aware, Mr. President, 
that the country failed to appreciate any proper 


| equivalent in the power and disposition of 


Canada to tender for such exceptional legisla- 
tion. I am forced to admit, and I take this 
occasion to repeat to my Canadian friends and 
correspondents, that I see no prospect for a 


| reciprocity treaty, or for the same result by 
| concurrent legislation, on the basis of the nego- 
| tiation of 1854. 


The fisheries and the navigation of the St. 


| Lawrence seem not to be regarded asa suflicient 


equivalent by our people. Far otherwise, if 
Canada would waive in favor of the United 
States the scheme of territorial extension be- 
yond Lake Superior. Instead of an ineffectual 
struggle to extend the Dominion to the Rocky 
mountains, why might not the Canadian min- 
istry turn the scale in favor of reciprocity by 


| the new element of a cession, with the consent 


But why should not the situation beyond 


Minnesota be recognized here at Washington 
as a vital element of a negotiation, not only on 
behalfofthe people of Central British America 
and British Columbia, but of England and 
Canada? We may leave the details to diplo- 
macy, especially as all are aware that in the 
composition of international disputes much is 
often effected by implications, which a due 
regard to the sensibilities of the parties will 
suggest. 

Under the resolution which I offer I trust 
that the Committee on Foreign Relations will 
consider the expediency of a proposition by 
this Government to England and Canada that 
they shall assent to a public expression by the 
inhabitants of the Selkirk or Winnipeg district, 
sometimes called Central British America, and 
also, if you please, by the inhabitants of British 
Columbia, on the question of union with the 
Canadian confederation or with the United 
States, 

Is not such a plebiscitum the wisest and 
shortest course to end the complications which 
attend late events in the northwest, and which 
may otherwise involve consequences extremely 
embarrassing? 

_Mr. President, I have given many proofs, as 
Governor of Minnesota and by my action as a 
member of this body of a friendly feeling to- 
ward the people of Canada. In the face of a 
very considerable pressure I havealways advo- 
cated close relations of trade with our northern 
neighbors. Instead of an unqualified abroga- 
ion of the reciprocity treaty I urged a com- 
mission to extend that arrangement both terri- 
torially and in its scope. I desired its exten- 
ston to the Pacific, and its enlargement so as 
to include the manufactures of the respective 


of the people, of the Winnipeg country? Thus 
fortified, I should feel contidence that we could 
advance promptly and effectively to a negolia- 
tion which would remove all existing compli- 
cations between Great Britain and the United 
States, and establish the commercial inter- 
course with Canada on satisfactory and per- 
manent foundations. 

On the 27th of July, 1868, 1 urged upon the 
attention of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions the terms of such a reciprocal arrange- 
ment. I have in the interval not renewed the 
matter because no opportunity seemed to offer; 
but now, in the presence of the Canadian 
embarrassment on Red river, it seems other- 
wise. My proposition is that the apparent 
defeat in the person of Governor McDougall 
shall be made the means for a new negotiation ; 
and 1 would invite the Canadian people to 
exchange a barren and burdensome possession 
beyond longitude ninety degrees, separated 
from their Ottawa frontier of settlement by an 
impassable wilderness of seven hundred miles, 
for a commercial union with the United States, 


| putting aside all speculation or the prospect of 
| a closer political connection. 


I repeat the conviction expressed by me two 


| years since, that the transfer of the territory 


between Minnesota and Alaska to the United 
States, accompanied by reasonable indemnity 
to the Hudson Bay Company and an arrange- 
ment with regard to British Columbia, would 
justify all parties in Congress to guaranty a 
customs and excise union between the Domin- 
ion and the Union, with mutual stipulations 
of the freedom of the Atlantic fisheries and 
the navigation of the St. Lawrence and its 
tributaries. . 

So much for England and Canada. But, 
Mr. President, when I turn to the isolated but 
most interesting community which adjoins 
Minnesota on the north, and to which the pub- 
lic attention is so much directed, the triumph- 
ant insurgents of Winnipeg, [ confess that my 
feelings are deeply moved. Sir, soon after I 
assumed my duties as the first territorial Gov- 
ernor of Minnesota, when a population which 
now exceeds half a million was less than five 
thousand, I visited the settlement on the Red 
Liver of the North, five hundred miles from St. 
Paul. I had been engaged in the negotiation 
of treaties with the Indian tribes of northern 
Minnesota—bands of Ojibwas or Chippewas, 
and with their mixed blood relatives, and at the 
termination of the council determined to sail 
down the winding channel of the Red river to 
the junction of its principal tributary, the As- 
sinaboine, under the stockades of Fort Garry, 
which is the heart of the Selkirk settlement. 
How vividly I recall the scenes of that rural 
and remote community, resembling a picture 
of life in Belgium! Visitors to the lower St. 


| climate, 
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Lawrence, especially the river front between 
Quebec and the falls of Montmorency, will have 
observed the counterpart of the narrow farms 
and the cottages for sixty miles along the Red 
river from north to south, and westward of Fort 
Garry on the Assinaboine foran equal distance. 
Occasionally a more pretentious mansion, with 
vines and shrubbery, indicated the residence 
of a retired officer of the Hudson Bay Company 
or some successful fur-trader or agriculturist. 
Every three or four miles the spires of a 
church and the surrounding village would be 
observed; while at the junction of the Assina- 
boine stood the walled inclosure of Fort Garry, 
and twenty miles north the Lower Stone fort 
was also occupied by the warehouses of the 
Hudson Bay Company. Of this population, 
increased since 1851 to fifteen theusand, one 


‘half are French, the descendants of the early 


traders and soldiers of the age of Louis XIV, 
who gave the great interior of North America 
to the dominion of France, and who led so 
gallantly in the recent insurrection, banding 
themselves under religious vows as liberators 
of their country; while English, Scotch, and 
Americans constitute the remainder of the 
population, including a few emigrants from 
Canada. ‘Time will npt suffer any detailed 
enumeration of the observations of this visit 
to Selkirk, which have been fully confirmed 
by later information. I can only say that the 
soil, mineral, and other resources 
of Minnesota and Wisconsin under the north 
western trend of isothermal lines extend over 
a zone of territory five degrees of latitude in 
width by ten of longitude in length to the Rocky 
mountains. The Winnipeg basin alone, with 
the wide savannahs of the Red river and its 
confluents, and the Saskatchewan and the 
eastern foot-hills of the Rocky mountains, have 


| resources only awaiting development by colon- 


ization equal to four States of the area of Ohio. 

Sir, in the events of the last three months the 
Red river people have deserved and received 
the sympathies of all liberal minds. The peo 
ple of Minnesota, while acquitting Governor 
MeDougalland the Canadian people of any 
settled purpose of abusing irresponsible power, 
have observed with regret and condemnation 
the effort to extend unrepublican theories of 
government to Central British America. And 
in closing these observations | must be allowed 
to reproduce and commend to the attention of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations the res- 
olutions of the Legislature of my State, adopted 
as early as the 6th of March, 1868, and which 
are somewhat remarkable in their prognostica- 
tion of the present situation, and, as I will hope, 
of its sequel. ‘his expression was as follows : 

‘*That we regret to be informed of a purpose 
to transfer the territories between Minnesota and 
Alaska to the Dominion of Canada by an order in 
council at London, without a vote of the people of 
Selkirk and the settlers upon the sources of the 
Saskatchewan river, who largely consist of emi 
grants from the United States, and we would re- 
spectfully urge that the President and Congress of 
the United States shail represent to the Government 
of Great Britain that such action will be an unwar 
rantable interference with the prineiple of self-gov 
ernment, and cannot be regarded with indifference 
by the people of the United States. 


During Mr. Ramsey’s remarks, at 
o’ clock, : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Minnesota will please suspend. ‘he morning 
hour having expired, the currency billis before 
the Senate. 

Mr. RAMSEY. 
moments. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Ilhopethe Senator from 
Minnesota will be allowed to conclude his 
remarks. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Connecticut, who is entitled to the floor, 
yield for that purpose? 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection, and the unfinished business will 
be passed over informally until the Senator 
from Minnesota shall have concluded his 
speech. 


one 


[ shall be through in a rew 
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Mr. Ramsey having concluded, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont withdrew his objection until after the 
Senator from Minnesota finished his remarks. 
is the objection to the present consideration 
of the resolution renewed ? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont insists on his objection, and the reso- 
lution will lie over until to-morrow. 

Mr. RAMSEY subsequently said: I under- 
stand that the Senator from Vermont is willing 
to withdraw his objection to the resolution that | 
| offered, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Vermont withdraws his objection, and the Chair 
will understand the resolution to be agreed to, 
{there be no further objection. 

Mr. SUMNER. Before that subject goes to 
the committee I ask the Senate to indulge me 
in one opservation. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator must 
ask the consent of the Senate, as the currency 
bill is regularly before the Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER. I shall not occupy one 


minute. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion ? 


Mr. SHERMAN. 

Mr. SUMNER. Just one minute. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There are a dozen geu- 
tlemen around me making similar appeals, and 
| cannot yield to one without yielding to others. 
if the Senator wishes to make any observations | 
in connection with the pending bill he can do so. 

Mr. SUMNER. It is about this resolution 
that is to go to my committee. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I must object. Senators | 
all around me are making similar appeals. I 
have no objection to anything being done that || 
does not excite debate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Ohio objects to further debate on the | 
proposition. If there be no further objection 
the resolution will be regarded as referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, and itis 
sO ordered. 

COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. SCHURZ. I ask to be relieved from 
further service upon the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

There being no objection, leave was granted. 
Mr. FERRY. | request to be excused from 
further service upon the select Committee on /| 

the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

The question being put, Mr. Ferry was 
excused, 

Mr. WILSON. Lask that the Senator from 
Arkansas [ Mr. Rice] be excused from farther 
service upon the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

The question being put, Mr. Rice was 
excused. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
vacancies be filled? 
Mr. WILSON, 

by the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no | 
objection it will be so ordered, and the Chair 
will appoint in the place of the Senator from 
Missouri, [Mr. Scuvurz,} on the Committee on | 
Pensions, the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. How- | 
tLL;] in the place of the Senator from Arkan- 
sas, {Mr. Rice,] on the Committee on the | 
District of Columbia, the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Lewis ;] and in place of the Sen- || 
ator from Connecticut, [Mr. Ferry,] on the 
select Committee om the Removal of Polit- 
ical Disabilities, the Senator from Virginia, | 
[ Mr, JOHNSTON. | 


BILL KECOMMITTED. 


Mr. SAWYER. I ask the indulgence of the |) 
chairman of the Committee on Finance and | 
the Senator from Connecticut to call up a bill | 
for the purpose of having it recommitted. It 
will excite no debate. Tt is the bill (S. No. | 
262) to provide for the sale of certain lots and || 
lauds of the sea islands of Beaufort county, i 


I must object. 


How shall these 


I move that they be filled 
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South Carolina, aud for other purposes. | 
move that it be recommitted to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE CURRENCY. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 


bill (S. No. 878) to provide a national currency 


ss 


of coin notes and to equalize the distribution 
of circulating notes, the pending question 
being on the amendment of Mr. Morron, which 
was to strike out ‘* $45,000,000,”’ in line three 
of the first section, and insert ** $52,000,000;” 
so as to read: ** That $52,000,000 in notes for 
circulation may be issued to national banking 
associations,’’ &c. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Connecticut [Mr. BucxinGuam] is entitled to 


the floor. 
Mr. BUCKINGHAM. Mr. President, I 


' propose to speak upon the subject of banking 


and of public credit, questions intimately con- 
nected with the subject that is now under con- 
sideration. I should like to speak to two texts. 


I will take the bill introduced by the distin- | 
guished chairman of the Committee on Finance | 


| Mr. SuerMan] for one, and Senate bill No. 
444, now lying upon your table, for the other. 


I will ask the Secretary to read that bill as | 


a part of my remarks. 
The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 


A bill supplementary to an act to provide a ama- | 


tional currency secured by a pledge of United 


States bonds, and to provide for the circulation i 


and redemption thereof, approved June 3, 1864. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 


atives of the United States of America in Congrese assem- | 


bled, That the act entitled “An act to provide a 


national currency secured by a pledge of United | 


Btates bonds, and to provide for the circulation and 
redemption thereof,” approved June 3, 1864, be, and 


| the same is hereby, declared to be open, and all per- 


sons are free to organize banking associations in 
accordance with the provisions of this act and of the 


' act to which this is supplementary. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no banking 
association shall be hereafter organized under this 


| act with a capital of less than $200,000, nor shall any 


association hereafter organized receive trom the 


| Comptroller of the Currency notes for circulation to 


an amount exceeding forty-five per cent. of its capi- 
talactually paidin, and all banking associations now 
organized having a larger circulation than forty-five 
ver cent. of their respective capitals are hereby pro- 
1ibited from issuing or reissuing any notes received 
by them from the Comptroller of the Currency until 
the amount issued bysuch association shall be reduced 
to the limits herein specified. And whenever any 
association having 2 larger circulation than forty-five 
per cent. of its capital shall, for the purpose of reduc- 
ing the same, surrender to the Comptroller of the 
Currency any of its own notes, in sums of $900 and its 
multiple, such notes shall be burned in accordance 
with the provisions of the twenty-fourth section of 
the act to which this is an addition; and the Treasu- 
rer of the United States shall thereupon deliver to 


| such association so many bonds as have been pledged 
| forthe security of notes so destroyed. 


Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That all banking 


| associations hereatter organized under this act shall 


make provision for the redemption and payment of 
notes which they may receive from the Comptroller 


| ofthe Currencyforcirculation as herein provided; and 


whenever such provision shall be made by any bank- 


ing association it shall be entitled to receive circulat- || 


ing notes in aceordance with the provisions of this 
act. Until the Secretary of the Treasury.shall in his 


| monthly statement of the public debt of the United 
| States certify that theamount of United States legal- , 


tender notes in circulation is reduced to $200,000,000, 


exclusive of fractional currency, all securities depos- | 


ited withthe Treasurer of the United States for the re- 


demption and payment of circulating notes shall con- || 
Andwhen- | 


sist of United States legal-tender notes, A 
evertheSecretary of the Treasury shallin his monthly 


statement, certify that the amount of United States | 
‘| legal-tender notes in circulation is reduced below 

| $200,000,000, exclusive of fractional currency, and is 
above $100,000,000, not less than one half of all secur- | 
| ities deposited with the Treasurer of the UnitedStates 
for the redemption and paymentof circulating notes | 
shall consist of United States nee notes, and | 


one half of such securities shall consist in part or in 


the whole of such notes or of any United States bonds | 


whichthe Treasurer shall beauthorized by lew to re- 


eeiveand hold for that purpose. And whenever the | 


Secretary of the Treasury shall in like manner certify 
that the amount of United States legal-tender notes 


in circulation is reduced below $100,000,000 all secur- | 


ities deposited with the Treasurer of the United States 


for the same purpose shall consist in part or in the | 


whole either of United States legal-tender notes or 
any United States bonds which that officer shall be 
authorized by law to receive and hold for the redemp- 


| tion and payment of circulating notes. 


Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
any banking association organized under this act 
shall deliver United States legal-tender notes to the 
Treasurer of the United States, in accordance with 
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the provisions of this act, in sums of $1,000 an. 
multiple, it shall be the duty of that officer 
cute United States registered bonds tor 
amount, and such bonds shall be free from State.” 
municipal taxation, shall be payable in coin in © ang 
years from the lst day of the January or jos 
preceeding the time at which theyshal] be exeann . 
and shall bear interest at the rate of —— po, 0" 
per annum, payable semi-annually in coin; bys i 
reasurer shall not allow or pay interest on ane 
bonds except from and after the time when the I 
ted States notes shall be deposited with hij) 
bonds thus executed and all bonds deposited + 
banking associations shall remain with the Trea 
urer, in trust for such associations, as security 
the redemption and payment of any cireulatipes yo; 
| that may be delivered to them by the Comptroji... 
| the Currency. Andalllegal-tender notes thusdo); 
| ered to the Treasurer of the United States, and fyy,), 
in accordance with the provisions of this act, <jyai)} 
burned in the manner designated for burning wor, 


out and mutilated currency in section twenty-joy 
of the act to which this is an addition, except 4), 


the presence and certificate of some person to repre 
sent a banking association shall not be required 
Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That on and afy, 
the passage of this act no banking association n a 
| organized under the act to which this is an addition), 
| and no association which may be hereafter organize) 
shall pay interest in any form or manner on any de. 
| scription of deposits except so fur as may be necessary 
| to fulfill existing contracts which are limited to a deg. 
| nite time; and no such association sball in any may. 
ner transfer, convey, sell, or dispose of any coin whic} 
it may hereafter receive for interest on bonds depos. 
ited with the Treasurer of the United States at ay) 
time when the amount of coin held by such associa. 
tion shall be less than per cent. of the enti 
indebtedness of the association exclusive of its cap: 
| ital: Provided, That nothing in this act shall ; 
regarded as prohibiting any association from payin, 
its circulating notes in coin on demand. : 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM. Mr. President, the 
currency of the country, both bank and na. 
tional, is and has for some time been incon 
|, vertibleintocoin. Thisirredeemable currency 
has excited speculation, caused great and sud. 
den changes in the nominal values of property, 
and rendered business unstable and often un- 
profitable and unsatisfactory. ‘The fact thai 
the Government,and the banks have failed to 
meet their obligations, that they are apparently 
making little effort to fulfill them, but are 
|| quietly waiting fora convenient season, has done 
much to erase from the minds of men the cou 
viction that they are under obligations to mee 
pecuniary promises at maturity. ‘This disre- 
gard of specific obligations has done much and 
possibly more than any other one thing to cor 
rupt the morals and to impair the integrity of 
the business community. 

In order to sustain the Government we were 
forced to issue a currency which all knew could 
not be redeemed until the supremacy of th: 
Government should be reéstablished. Jt has 
been reéstablished now more than four years, 
and the currency remains unredeemed and thi 
yeople dishonored ; and it is high time that tli 
Colca branch of this Government shoul 
gird itself to the duty of staying the evils to 
which I have referred. Many claim that the 
remedy is to be found only in an immediate 
return to specie payments through a contrac: 
tion of the currency, while others clamor for 
an increase of circulating notes as the only 
means of avoiding general bankruptcy. 

I believe that no remedy will be found unti! 
our currency is convertible into coin at the 
pleasure of the holder, but think there is a 
more excellent way than to contract it so much 
'and so suddenly as to throw all the engage: 
ments of business men out of line and to un- 
settle their well-devised plans. But an increas‘ 
of acirculating medium which bears a false anc 
unfulfilled promise upon its face instead o! 
being a remedy for any one of the evils which 
I have named would only increase and perpetu- 
ate them. The more youissue of such promises 
the more they will depreciate until they will 
| be as valueless as the notes of the southeri 
| confederacy. 

You would be like the loaded team going 
' down the mountain side. The Joad presses 
heavily ; you quicken the team to escape the 
_ pressure; the load follows closely with increas: 
ing power; it controls the team; you now pul 
_ on the lash that the team may escape; but no, 
| you have lost control, and the destruction both 
| of team and load is made sure. 
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rhe bill which I have introduced for the 
-onsideration of the Senate does not propose 
sither of these extremes, nor will itbe a remedy 
for all the evils which I have enumerated. It 


“11 not of necessity make men honest, nor | 


prevent speculation, nor preserve business men 


1m errors and mistakes, nor of necessity 


cure an immediate resumption of specie pay- 


ents; but if it shall become a law I believe it | 


| have an important bearing upon all these 


points. 

The system of banking established by the 
General Government has been of great import- 

. during our recent embarrassments, and 
ill be equally valuableafter specie resumption. 
‘snot, however, perfect; for no system could 
. devised and set in operation that would at 
onee meet every contingency that might arise 
snder the varied commercial relations of this 
people, unless planned by more than human 
wisdom. Our experience shows the importance 
f some amendment or addition to the act by 
which it shall be adapted to our present con- 
dition and wants. 

But before we shall be able to secure all the 
benefits which may be derived from the system, 
t will be necessary to correct certain errors 
which surround every financial measure which 
has recently been presented for the consider- 
ation of the Senate. 

The first error consists in the idea that the 

uuntry requires an amount of currency that 
ean be determined by the wisdom of Senators. 

The second error is found in the opinion that 
each section of the country is entitled to a defi- 
nite proportion of currency which can be de- 
termined and apportioned by statute law. 

The third error consists in the belief that we 
can make an equitable distribution of currency 
based upon population and upon the resources 
and business of the country as ascertained by 
the census. 

Soon after I entered this Senate, in March 
last, a bill was introduced to provide for a re- 
distribution of bank currency. 
excited a good deal of interest and an earnest 
debate. ‘The bill was based upon the error 
that the amount of bank circulation must be 
limited in dollars, and that each section of the 
country was entitled to a proportion of bank- 
ing capital and of circulating notes that could 
be defined by law. That some sections of the 


country were by the law deprived of a definite | 


proportion, was in the opinion of some honor- 
able Senators unjust, while an act that would 
take from banking associations already organ- 
ized a part of the currency which they had 
obtained upon the implied faith of the Govern- 
ment, would in the opinion of other Senators be 
unjust. Here wasadifference of opinion; adif- 
ference in the judgment of Senators as wide as 
that between right and wrong, between justice 
and oppression. 

Now, so long as the banking act shall remain 
as it is, there will be the same earnest contest 
lor & preventive or aremedy for such supposed 
wrong; because in the very nature of things 
it 1s impossible for any man or for any body of 
men, even if they are as wise as Senators, to 
determine how a given amount of currency can 
be equitably divided among the people of this 
nation, 

The bill which was introduced by the hon- 
orable Senator from Ohio, and which is now 
under consideration, recognizes this erroneous 
principle. I do not know but I shall vote for 
it. J would notifit was a new measure; but 
4S it does not propose to increase the currency, 
and is in harmony with our present law, I 
nay be influenced to vote for it. But I do 
not believe in any such basis for distribution 
‘S18 proposed. I do not believe that a 
an because he is a man, or that any number 
of men because they are men, have a right to 
definite proportion of bank currency. Nor 
do | believe that a territory which consists of 
acres, Or in men, women, and children, is for 
such reasons entitled to any proportion of bank- 
note circulation that can be defined either by 





For a time it | 


statute law or by the discretion of the Comp- 
troller of the Currency. But suppose it were 
possible to define the amount of currency that 
is needed, and to make a distribution that 
would in every respect be adjusted to the pop- 
ulation, the wealth, and the business of the 
different sections, how long would it remain 
an equitable distribution? Notamonth. The 
constant migration of our enterprising people, 
the constant transfer of capital, and the new 
business enterprises which are daily springing 
into life in all parts of the country would put 
your whole machinery out of gear in a day, 
and a new distribution weuld be demanded. 
What, then, shall we do? I answer, enact a 
law that will furnish a currency for those sec- 
tions of the country which, in language often 
used on this floor, have not their proportion, 
and which at the same time will not deprive 
other sections of the country of currency which 
they have obtained in good faith. This is one 
of the chisf objects which I seek to obtain. It 
can be accomplished by discarding the error 
which clamors for a definite amount of cur- 
rency, and by adopting a system that will fur- 
nish a supply in accordance with the demands 
ofasound business. We mustopen the banking 
act so that men of all classes, engaged in every 
variety of business, and located in every section 
of our country, may engage in banking by com- 
plying with properconditions. An objection to 


this liberality at once arises in the mindsof many | 


on the ground that the privilege of circulating 
money is a franchise of too great value to be 
so freely granted. True, it is a high privilege, 


which belongs to the sovereign, and should be | 


granted only when the grant would be for the 
benefit of the sovereign ; but under our Gov- 
ernment sovereignty is not lodged in a person 


nor in an association of ermper but in the 


whole people, and when their will is crystal- 
lized into the form of a law which expresses 
their purposes as one body that law is the will 
of the sovereign. If such a law authorizes the 
circulation of currency under wise restrictions 
the franchise may be granted for their benefit. 
But will not this freedom in banking furnish 


too much currency, so that it will depreciate? | 


It may. There istoo much now. The national 
currency is the greatest obstacle of all in the 
way of specie resumption. But if you will 
retire the national currency, and compel the 
banks to redeem as the law proposes, the 


amount of ban issues will be adjusted accord- | 


ing to their ability to redeem on the one hand 
and to the demands of trade onthe other. By 
retiring national currency, and placing the 
banks under obligation to hold coin, as the act 
contemplates, you turn the faces of all toward 
resumption. Suppose the time shall come, and 
it should come soon, that you enforce the pen- 
alty for non-payment, and close delinquent 
banks, what will be the consequences? Banks 
will issue no more currency than they believe 
they can meet whenever it shall be presented 
for redemption. 

Let me illustrate this position. Suppose a 
banking association is organized and located 
in Kansas with a capital of $1,000,000. It 
may have $500,000 in bonds with the Treas- 
urer, and $450,000 in bills for circulation. So 
long as these bills lie in the bank the associa- 
tion is receiving interest on their bonds. But 
this interest is not large enough to satisfy the 
stockholders and they are anxious to loan their 
currency. 
to make the loan? 

I answer, suppose at the time of harvest you 


apply to the bank for a loan of $50,000 in cur- , 


rency. The officer inquires what you propose 
to do with the money and when you will pay 
the loan. You advise him that you want to 
buy wheat of the farmers in Kansas and Jowa ; 
that you propose to send it to Chicago, and 
sell it as soon as it shall arrive and the market 
will justify. The time of payment being under- 
stood, the next inquiry which arises im the 
mind of the bank officer is this: how long 
will the farmers retain the money; and will it 


When will it be safe and profitable , 
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reach Chicago, the place of redemption, be- 
fore the note shall mature and be paid? If 
not, the $50,000 can be safely loaned; a part 
of the crop can be sent to market and sold, 
and the currency can be redeemed. The loan 
would prove safe and profitable for the bank, 
would be in accordance with the demands ot 
a legitimate business, and would benefit many 
and injure none. If $50,000 can be used in 
that way, so can $450,000, the entire currency 
of the bank. And in like manner, under a free, 
elastic system of banking, bank circulation can 
be used to move the heaviest productions ot! 
any and every section of the country. 

The bill which the Secretary read provid 
that no banking association shall be organized 
hereafter with a capital of less than $200,000, 
aud that they shall not receive from the Comp 


| troller of the Currency circulating notes to an 


amount that will require the investment of 
more than one half of that capital in bouds., 
This amount of capital may be too large for 
some places. If so, the amount may be made 
less without changing the principles of the 
bill. ‘The bill also requires banks which now 
have more than forty-five per cent. of their 
capital in currency to retire so much of it as 


| will release one half of their capital for other 


purposes. This provision may not be for the 
interest of all associations now organized, and 
may not be in accordance with the wishes and 
interest of many of my immediate constitu 
ents, but | have confidence that they will acqui 
esce in any measures that will give stability to 
banking and redemption to biliholders. ‘This 
is the object of this provision. 

If all the capital of a bank is invested in 
bonds the only means which it will have to 
redeem its notes are to be found in deposits and 
in the obligations of those who have loaned 
the circulation. But the deposits are liable to 
be drawn at any moment and cannot be relied 
upon. The debtor, too, having made his loan 
on time may not be under obligation to pay as 
soon as redemption is demanded. In either 
case the bank is crippled and its notes may go 
to protest. So it may be if these provisions 
shall become law. 

But this will not beso likely tooceur; because 
if a bank shall loan currency amounting only 
to forty-five per cent. of its capital, and has in 
addition fifty per cent. of its capital in busi- 


| ness paper, it will have ninety-five dollars due 


| tion. 


from creditors for every forty-five in circula- 
The percentage of indebtedness upon 
which a bank must to a great extent rely for 


the redemption of its notes will in the one 
| case be as ninety-five to forty-five andin the 


other as fifty to forty five. While there is no 
specie redemption this provision may be of 
little importance; but when specie payment 
are resumed and business is active it will be 
impossible for a bank having ninety per cent. 


| of its capital in circulation to redeem its notes 


as they will be presented. Public interests 


' demand at our hands some such safeguard as 


| this. 


But equal security can be furnished by 


allowing banks that now have an excess of 


| essential to oar highest prosperity. 


circulation to increase their capital, aud this 
may be the better way. 

The second important object which all have 
in view is to improve public credit. This is 
But there 
can be no material improvement in public 
credit so long as the Government continues 
to pay bonds not yet matured and leaves un 
paid obligations already due; nor so long as it 
depreciates its own obligations by purchasing 
them at adiscount. The policy now pursued 
by the Government in this particular is a mis 
taken policy. very obligation which the 


| Government pays should be paid in coin, dul 


lar for dollar. Butinstead of this itis pur 
chasing its obligations at about ninety fv: 
cents on the dollar. 

1 know what it is 
unable to meet pecuniary obligations as they 
matured, and I know that if instead of meet- 
ing those debts which were first due I had first 


» be embarrassed, to be 





i 


i 
. 
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paid those which were not due I should have 


failed to establish that credit which enabled | 
ine in the end to overcome my embarrassment | 
and to satisfy fully every creditor. If I had || 


pursued the policy which this Government is 
now pursuing in paying debts which are not 
mature and neglecting obligations which are, 
if | had endeavored to establish a credit by pur- 
chasing my own notes at a discount while neg- 
leeting to provide for the interest on debts over- 
due, as this Government is now doing, I should 


have sunk in deep waters; and so would this | 


(iovernment if it did not rest upon the energies 


of a people who will prosper and who will pay || 
all their obligations even with such a millstone || 


as this around their necks. 
If we would improve public credit we must 


first satisfy creditors whose claims are due, and | 


[ know of no practical way in which this can 


be done so readily as by funding those obliga- | 


tions which are a constant reproach and dis- 
honor. That is what the bill proposes. 
Again, we often speak of the desirableness 


of rehef from taxation and of the importance | 
of leaving our national debt in such a condi- | 


tion that the generation which shall come after 
us shall pay a part of the obligations whieh 
have been incurred for their benefit as well as 
for ourown. ‘This relief is found in the bill 


which authorizes a postponement for thirty | 


years of debts already due without injustice to 
any. I have doubts about the expediency of 
issuing any large amount of bonds redeemable 
at the pleasure of the Government within cer- 
‘nin years. If there is any advantage in issu- 
ing 2 long bond that advantage is lost by 
reserving the right to which I have referred, 
and the value of the bond is limited in market 
hy the shortest time at which it may be paid. 
Sut the debt funded as proposed will become 
dae at different periods of time corresponding 
with the times when legal-tender notes shall be 
delivered to the Treasurer for the purpose of 
funding. 

Will it be said that no relief will be had 
because we shall be required to pay interest on 
the funded debt while we pay none now? I 
reply that no individual who values his credit 


afford to have obligations mature and cry daily 


on hand in the form of lawfal money of the 
United States, and which it calls a reserve? 
It is a balance charged upon the books of one 
bank against another. Where is it? One 
|| quarter of the amount is held by the debtor 
|| bank as a reserve, and three quarters are 
| loaned by that bank to brokers, and by them 
to speculators and gamblers, and is used to 


ness. The public, whose interests you are 
| bound to conserve, demands this prohibition. 
|| ‘Lhe proposed bill also requires banking asso- 
|| ciations to hold whatever coin they may receive 


bonds until the coin shall reach a proper per- 
|| centage of their indebtedness, except so much 
as may be paid for the redemption of their cir- 
culating notes. ‘This is so simple and plain a 
j .* . a) 
| proposition that I will not weary the Senate by 
commenting upon it. Nor will [ now say any- 
thing in relation to the provisions of the third 


section of the bill, which, for the redemption | 
and payment of circulating notes, requires a | 


deposit of legal-tender notes to an amount 
which wiil depend upon the whole amount of 


such notes in circulation. These are matters | 
| of detail which may be modified without chang- || 
ing the principles or affecting the value of the | 


| bill. 
I have endeavored to show that there are 
|| three important objects which we should attain. 
|| The first is to farnish a sound currency for 
all sections of the country. 

The second is to improve public credit. 

The third isto secure the resumption of specie 
|| payments. 
| The Senator from New York was undoubt- 


1) 


| edly right yesterday when he spoke of the im- 


portance of having all these objects presented | 


| for the consideration of the Senate at the same 


| time. They are so intimately connected with | 


|| each other that in my judgment it is not wise 
| to attempt the accomplishment of either as a 


|| separate and independent measure. We are | 


| aiming to form a threefold cord, and if we fail 
| of laying either strand in line with the other 
|| two, the result will show our want of skill and 


| our inability to secure the objects at which we | 
and expects to meet all his obligations can | 


are aiming. 
| I have spoken of the first and second ob- 


for payment if he can satisfy his creditors by } jects; and in relation to the third would re- 


paying interest and postponing payment of the 


mark, first, that specie resumption cannot be 


principal until his ability shall equal the task |) secured without the codperation of both the 
of paying that. If he cannot pay the principal || banks and the Government; second, that it 
when due it is reasonable and right that he || will be impossible to resume specie payments 
should pay interest until he can. Such prac- || unless the Government shall lead in the meas- 


tice is as clearly for the honor and benefit of 
the nation as for an individual, and there is no 


| ure ; third, it will be impossible for the Govern- 


ment to resume until it shall first pay or fund | 


rule of morality or of justice that applies to the || a large portion of the legal-tender notes now 


one which should not be applied to the other. || 


This bill prohibits the payment of interest | 


on deposits. Whynot? Banks are not organ- i é 
'| circulation should be definite and unchanging. 


ized to hire, but to loan capital. Your present 
act requires banking associations to have on 
hand at all times lawful money of the United 
States as a reserve fund for the redemption of 
their circulating notes. Those which are located 
in cities where banks are authorized to redeem 
their notes are required to hold an amount | 
equal to twenty-five per cent. of their circula- 
tion and deposits, aud others fifteen per cent. | 
But three fifths of the fifteen per cent. may | 


} 





consist in balances due from associations lo- | 
cated in cities of redemption. These balances | 
are now called deposits, the greater part of | 
which are loaned to the associations holding | 
the deposits. But these central associations | 
cannot afford to pay interest unless they can 

reloan that which they hire. As they are 


| we could adopt. Undue expansion is more | 


in circulation. 


that the amount of our 


| much longer. Itis sai 
| 


|| But is the business of the nation unchanging, 


| and is the amount of our productions definite? 


| you bindaprisoner with chains? Our western 


|| friends now complain that the greater part of 
their embarrassment arisesfrom the limit which | 
'| the law fixes to our currency. Do not under- | 


| stand that I am in favor of expansion; it 
would be the most dangerous measure which 





| fatal, more overwhelming in its influence for 
_evilupon business, than the most rigid adher- 
| ence toa specie currency. I would hold every 
| bank to positive redemption, with which there 
| will not be too much currency. Our banking 


| system shonld be established upon principles 


undermine and make unstable all regular busi- | 


from the Government for interest on their | 


I will not weary an Peewee of the Senate | 


Can you bind our people and their business as | 


liable to be called upon for payment at any || which lie at the foundation of internal com- 
time they dare not run the risk of making || meree, and which will make it both so stable 
these loans on time, and therefore they make || and so changeable that it may meet the demands 
them payable on call. But men engaged in || of our ever-varying and ever-increasing busi- 
regular business do not hire money payable || ness. 

on demand. ‘The banks, therefore, seek other Mr. President, within a few years an improve- 
customers, and find them in brokers, who, in |} ment has been made in steam-engines by a 
like manner, loan the hired capital to their |) distinguished citizen of Rhode Island, by which, 
customers. What, then, is the thing which || without an increase of cost, a large } Caberen - 


your law requires banking associations to have |i has been added to steam-power used in mining 
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" 
| 
| and in our varied and extended branelhex 
| manufacturing. Itis done by valves connectes 
| with the governor, which measure out to ¢1, 
| cylinder of the engine just so much power, ans 
| no more than is necessary to carry with Kolbas 
| velocity the load which may be attached to +), 
engine. If you attach twelve machines ¢.. 
rolling iron to an engine of proper canaciry 
| you will find it impossible to operate they, 3) 
| toadventage with a definite and uniform amo. 
| of steam-power. Atone time you will find } 
| one machine forming the bars, at another o> 
at another the whole; and at each differs, 
period a different amount of power wi!| 1, 
required, Theinvention will increase or dip), 
ish the power as often and as rapidly ag thy 
different machines are put to their work 
released from duty. It is automatic; a gels 
| adjustment of steam-power which will carry 4 
small or a heavy load, as the necessities of {ho 
| case may require. 
The currency is the power by which the prod. 
|| ucts of our land are transferred from one ey) 
|| of the continent to another; the medium } 
| which internal exchanges are made and ba! 
| ances settled. The demand for this pow 


not uniform. When heavy crops are to be 
transported from places of production to mar. 
| ket, when our mechanical and manufacturing 
|| establishments are in full operation, and th 
fruits of our entire industry are to be distri) 
uted, a large amount of this power is require, 
But when such produets are sold, when cur 
rency returns to the center, and business in , 
|| measure becomes stagnant, as it often does, « 
| less amount is required. What we want isa 
|| system of banking that will meet these chang 
ing conditions ; a system that will, on the on 
hand, measure out currency suflicient to carry 
| the heavy or lighter load which our ever-vary- 
| 

| 





ing business transactions may demand, and oa 
the other, not so much but that it may be re. 
deemed atthe pleasure of the holder. | believe 
that this can be done, and when accomplished 
that we shall have the best system of banking 
|| which has yet been devised for a free people; 
|| that we shall have currency suflicient to do the 
business of every section of the country; that 
public credit will be appreciated; that th 
national debt can be consolidated into bonds 
bearing a lower rate of interest ; that taxation 
| will be reduced, and the Government and the 

banks and the people will be moving with 
| rapidity in the direction of specie payments, 
with the Government in the front line. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, as it is 
understood that the Senate is to vote to-day 
on the bill and all pending propositions, I seize 
|| this moment to say a last word for the prop 
‘| osition which I have had the honor of moving, 
|| and which is now pending. But before I pro- 
|| ceed with the discussion, allow me to say that 
i while sitting at my desk here I have received 
|| expressions of opinion from different parts of 
the country, one or two of which I will read. 
| 





For instance, here is a telegraphic dispatch 
from a leading financial gentleman in Chicago: 
** Your views on currency question much approved 
here. Authorize new bank circulation to extent 
|| named, retiring greenback’ pari passu.”’ 
This is the very rule which I seek to estab- 
| lish. 
At the same time I received a communica 
|| tion from Circleville, Ohio, dated January 2», 
|} the first sentences of which I will read: 
| “Please pardon me for this intrusion. I desire to 
ask, if you are willing to indicate, what will likely 
be the result of your financial bill. I think I on!) 
utter the sentiment of three fourths of all the com- 
mercial men through our great and growing West 
when I say it should become a law, and thereby 
| secure to us our equal share of the national banking 
capital, which we now need so much.’ 
|| This, again, is what I seek to accomplish. | 
|| At this stage, I hope I may have the indu: 
|| gence of the Senate if I ask one moments 
|| consideration tothe bill of the committee. OU 
'| a former occasion I ventured to say that 1 iis 
inadequate. The more [ reflect upon it, tuc 
longer this debate is continued, the more lam 


ll impressed with its inadequacy. It does not do 


| 
i 
i 
| 
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nat should be done by the first measure of 
vaislation on our finances adopted by the 
cent Congress. It is incomplete. I wish I 
‘ould stop there, but Iam obliged to go further ; 
“ d sav that it is not only incomplete, butit is 
‘certainly one of its features to which I shall 

| attention mischievous. I take advantage 
ofthis moment to present this point, because 
. has not been mentioned before, and because 
ta later stage I may not have the opportunity 
of doing so. Jtis this provision at the end of 
ihe section : 

“But a new apportionment shall be made as soon 
1S practicable, based upon the census of 1870.” 

At the proper time I shall move to strike 
out these words, and I will now very briefly 
assign my reasons. — i 

The proposition 1s objectionable, first, be- 
cause it is mischievous, and secondly, because 
+ js difficult if not impracticable in its opera- 
son. itis mischievous in this respect; and 
‘ [can have the attention of the Senate, unless 
doures deceive me and unless facts are at fault, 
| think that the Senate must agree in my own 
conclusion. 

We are told by the Comptroller of the Cur- 
rency that $45,000,000 is a large allowance of 
currency at this moment for the South and 
West. Indeed, I believe he puts the limit at 
240,000,000. Now, suppose only $40,000,000 
are taken up during the coming year, that is, 
till the completion of the census; that would 
leave $5,000,000 still outstanding, which might 
be employed for the benefit of the South and 
West. That cireumstance indicates toa certain 
extent the financial condition of those parts 
ofthe country. Dothey need larger facilities, 
and if so, to what extent? Canyou determine 
‘; advance? Idoubtit. But, sir, in the face 
of this uncertainty, this bill steps in and de- 
clares positively that ‘‘a new apportionment 
shall be made as soon as practicable, based 
upon the census of 1870.’’ What will be the 
effect of such a new apportionment? Even 
according to the census of 1860, such new ap- 
yrtionment would transfer some $60,000,000 
from banks that enjoy it to other parts of the 
country; it would take away from those banks 
what they want and transfer it where it is not 
wanted. The language is imperative. But, 
sir, it is not to be under the census of 1860, but 
under the census of 1870; and unless figures 
deceive, by that census the empire of the great 
West will be more than ever manifest. And 
if the transfer is made accordingly, it will take 
some ninety or one hundred million dollars 
from where it now is, and is needed, and carry 
it to other places where certainly it will not be 
needed in the same degree. 
effect of such a transfer? 

Mark, sir, the statute is mandatory and uncon- 
ditional. There is no chance for discretion ; it 
isto be done; the transfer is to bemade. And 
now, what must be the consequence? A derange- 
ment of business which it is difficult to imagine, 
a contraction of currency instantaneous and 
spasmodic to the amount of these large sums 
that I have indicated. 

I do not shrink from contraction. I am 
ready to say to the people of Massachusetts, 
‘If the Senate will adopt any policy of con- 
traction that is healthy, well-considered, and 
with proper conditions, I would recommend its 
acceptance;’’ but a contraction like that pro- 


t 
A 


posed by this bill, which arbitrarily takes from | 


North and East this vast amount and transfers 
it to another part of the country, where it may 
not be needed, such a contraction I oppose as 
mischievous. I see nogoodinit. I see a dis- 
turbance of all the channels of business, and I 
see a contraction which must be itself infinitely 
detrimental to the financial interests of the 
Republic. 

But then, sir, have you considered whether 
you can do it? Is it practicable? I have 
shown that itis mischievous; is it practicable ? 
Can you take this large amount of currency 
from one part of the country and transfer it 
to another? Have you ever reflected upon the 





What will be the | 


history of the bank note after it has com- 
menced its travels when it has once left the 
maternal bank? It goes you know not where. 
[ have been informed by bank officers, and by 
those most familiar with such things, that a 
bank note when once issued very rarely re- 
turns home. I have been assured that it is 
hardly ever seen again. The banks, indeed, 
may go into liquidation, but their notes are 
still current. The maternal bank may be 
moldering in the earth, but these its children 
are moving about, performing the work of 
circulation. Why? The creditof the nation 
is behind them, and everybody knows when 
he takes one of them that heis safe. ‘Therefore, 
I ask, how can the proposed requirements be 


carried into execution; how can you bring || 


back these runaways when once in circulation 
on their perpetual travels ? 

There is but one way, and that is by the 
return to specie payments. Hold up before 
them coin, and they will all come running back 
to the original bank; but until then they will 
continue abroad. The proposed requirement 
seems to go on the idea that bank notes, like 
cows, return from pasture at night; whereas 
we all know that until specie payments they are 
more like the wild cattle of the prairies and the 
pampas; you cannotfind them ; they are every- 
where. Surely l am not wrong when I| suggest 
that the proposed requirement is impracticable 
as well as mischievous ; and at the proper time 
I shal! move to strike it out. 

In bringing forward the proposition that I 
have moved, allow me to say that I had three 
different objects in view. The first 
extend the banking facilities of our country ; 
and this is the object directly proposed by the 


vas to 
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will find the very provision now pending as an 
amendment moved by me. 

This was followed shortly afterward, January 
12, 1870, by “A bill to authorize the refaund- 
ing and consolidation of the national debt, to 
extend banking facilities, and to establish spe- 
cie permeate, To this bill reference has been 
made in this debate. I will not now undertake 
to discnss it. I will not venture to take your 
I simply call your attention to it in the 
series of efforts which | have ventured to make, 
all bearing upon one result, and [ do it in 
answer to the impeachment of me by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio. F 

Nor is this all, sir. While at home during 
the last recess, in addressing a convention ot 
my constituents at Worcester, September 22, 
1869, I put forth the very proposition which is 
embodied in the amendment, using on that 


| occasion the following language: 


| tryowesmucha 


pending bill. Another object which has been || 


near my heart for a long time was to do some- 
thing for specie payments, believing that no 
measure of finance should be considered in this 
Chamber without bearing this great object in 
view, i 
to initiate a policy which should end in the 
diminution of our taxes. 

Here are three objects: the extension of 
banking facilities, the establishment of specie 
payments, and the diminution of taxes. Are 
these not three worthy of consideration? Can 
you criticise either of them? Is there a Sen- 
ator who will say that he does not give to each 
his most anxious desires? Here we are all 
agreed ; we all wish to do what we can to sup- 
ply proper banking facilities, to bring about 
specie payments, to mitigate taxation. Sir, to 
what extent are these three ends accomplished 
by the pending bill? Very little. Obviously 
the billis temporary, ephemeral, probationary, 
tentative in its character. It is not in itself a 
system. 
it does little—I might almost say nothing— 
toward specie payments. 

This is not the first time that I have urged 
this policy upon the Senate, and pardon me 
if I allude to myself; I should not do it except 
for remarks that fell from the Senator from 


| Ghio, [Mr. Smerman,] the chairman of the 
I think he under- | 


committee, the other day. 
took to chide me for interfering on this occa- 
sion. He certainly criticised me, and I do not 
know that he did not sneer at my efforts. 
Now, sir, as long ago as December, 1868, 
I had the honor of introducing into this Cham- 
ber a bill which I have before me, entitled ‘‘A 
bill for the resumption of specie payments on 
the 4th of July, 1869.’ That is the 4th of July 
last past; and [am willing to say, now that the 
time has passed, that it is my perfect convic- 
tion, that with the proper exercise of will and 
judgment onthe part of Congress, this beneficent 
measure might at that date have been happily 
consummated. I donot doubt it. Congress was 


| not ripe forthe measure. It failed. At the open- 


ing of the present session, Just one year from the 
other bill, December 7, 1869, I had the honor 
of introducing another measure entitled ‘* A 
bill to amend the banking act and to promote 
the return to specie payments ;”’ 


And then [had a third purpose in view, | 


It does not meet the whole case, and | 


| ways provided the national credit is 


** Among the practical agencies to which the coun- 
Neal are the national banks. What- 

ever may be the differences of opinion with regard 
to them, they cannot fail to be taken into account 
in all financial discussions. As they have done good 
where they are now established, I would gladly seo 
them extended, especially at the South and West, 
where they are much needed, and where abundant 
crops already supply the capital. 1t is doubttul if 
this can be brought about without removing th« 
currency limitation in the existing bank act. In 
this event I should like the condition that for overy 
new bank note issued a greenback should be can- 
celed, thus substituting the bank note for th 
greenback. In this way greenbacks would be 
reduced in volume, while currency is supplied by 
the banks. Suchadiminutionof the national pape: 
would be an important stage toward specie pay 
ments, while the national banks in the South and 
West, founded on the bonds of the United States, 
would be a new security for the national credit. 

“In making this suggestion, I would not forget 
the nesessity of specie payments at the earliest 
possible moment; nor can | forbear to declare my - 
unalterable conviction that by proper exertion thi 
supreme object may be accomplished promptly, 
keptabove sus 
picion, or like the good knight, *witheut fear and 
without reproach.’ ”’ 


ni- 
ul 


In these remarks are foreshadowed the 
amendment which I have now moved. This 
amendment has been under discussion for sev- 
eral days. It has had the valuable support ot 
the Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cuanp_er, | 
who brings to financial questions practical 
experience. It has been opposed by other 
Senators, and with considerable ardor by my 
excellent friend from Indiana, [Mr. Morrow. ] 

On Thursday last the Senator from Indiana, 
addressing himself to me, and inviting a reply 


| which I was then prevented from making, took 


issue with me directly upon the position ] 


| have assumed, that the withdrawal of legal- 


tender notes would materially assist the effort 
for specie payments ; and he further declared 
that the two currencies of bank notesand Uni- 
ted States notes were kept together because 
one was redeemable withthe other. I do not 
quote hisprecise words, but I give the sub- 
stance. 

Under the policy we are now pursuing, it 
seems to me that with $356,000,000 of legal- 
tender notes in circulation the Government will 
not for many years, if ever again, pay specie. 
With thatamount of United States notes, under 


| the actual policy the bank currency will forever 


remain inconvertible, and the correctness of 
these positions I will endeavor briefly to de- 


| monstrate. 


| less than the servant of coin. 


A convertible currency is nothing more nor 
If there is no 
coin it can neither be servant nor representative, 
though it may attempt to perform the functions 
ofcoin. Presenting itself under falsepretenses, 
it but partially succeeds in this attempt, and the 
discredit attaching toit compels it to pay more 


for any property than would be the price of 


and here you |) 


such property in coin, or the acknowledged 
representative of coin ; just as doubtful people 
must submit to ten, fifteen, or twenty per cent. 
discount, when what is known as * gilt-edged’’ 
commercial paper is discounted at five, six, or 
seven per cent. Thus far we have had no coin 
in the Treasury appropriated to the stability of 
the United States notes; and ander our pree- 
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ent policy, dictated by the restrictive laws that 
hedge the Secretary of the Treasury and con- 
tiue his liberty of action, we never shall have 
until the whole bonded debt of the country is 
extinguished ; while at the same time the banks 
are excused under the law from all attempts 
to fortify their notes with coin. 

And what is it that successfully discourages 
us from direct steps toward specie payments ? 

In the first place, it is the mistrust of the 
people in our ability to resume, and maintain 
resumption. In the next place, the monthly 
publication of the Treasury discloses precisely 
our weakness as well as our strength ; and the 


obligations are a part, and a large part, of the 
| currency of the country. ‘To withdraw that cur- 


, of all. 


rency without giving a substitute is to create 
stringency, burden trade, and invite chaos; at 
least so it seems. These obligations so far as 
they relate to the currency are larger in amount 
than those of the national banks combined; 
and furthermore, they are the head and front 
They are so large as to be beyond the 


_ point of manageability, and I would therefore 


reduce them within control. It is their vol- 
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in comparative value ; so would everything e| 
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February ]. 


It will thus be seen that just in proport; 


to the strengthening of the legal tender do y 
strengthen the bank note. Strike out of exi«. 


once in a Single day the legal-tender notes, g, 
{ fear that the bank note would for a time fl! 


al 
sé 


But Ladvocate no such violent measure. 
The Senator from Indiana in his rey 


arks 


| appeared to forget that we have in the county» 


two or three hundred millions of another legal 


' tender—being coin—now displaced, of whieh 


| ume that puts them beyond control, and itis our | 
| want of control that causes them to be depre- 


great element of our weakness is the volume | 


of our past due and demand obligations. In 
ordinary times, that is when the people have 
confidence in the ability of the banks to redeem 
their demand obligations in coin, a reserve of 
twenty to twenty-five per cent. in coin is more 
than sufficient to meet any probable demand 
that may be made. Let mistrust arise in rela- 
tion to the solvency of any bank or of the sys- 
tem of banks, and the reserve of twenty-five 
per cent. will vanish as the dew before the sun, 
and the individual bank or all the banks must 
close their doors to all demands for specie. 

In our present legislation we encounter this 
mistrust widespread among the people, and so 
long as we ourselves exhibit so great timidity 
in our attempts at legislation upon this subject, 
just so long do we minister to and strengthen 
this mistrust. 

The amount of demand obligations which 
the Treasury must be prepared to meet upona 
moment’s notice, including three per cent. cer- 
tificates and fractional currency, is more than 
four hundred and fifty million dollars. With 
the existing mistrust, measured by the pre- 
mium on gold, a reserve of twenty-five per cent. 
of coin in the Treasury appropriated to these 
demands would be totally insufficient. This 
reserve must bear proportion to the aggregate 
of liabilities so large as to remove mistrust, 
and this can be accomplished only by present- 


_ an equal obligation of the Treasury. 


ciated. Thus, sir, I would offerinducements‘o 
fund them, or partofthem, into bonds that would 
be sought after because of their valuable uses 
beyond a mere investment, and to neutralize 
the evils of contraction of Treasury liabilities 
by authorizing their assumption, with the con- 
sent of the people, by various parties in differ- 
ent sections of the country, each one of whom 
would be fully equal to the task thus voluntarily 
assumed. I would issue a bank note for every 


no legitimate use is made in connection wii 
the currency; that should reassume its proper 
position in the paper circulation of the coun. 
try. Here are two or three hundred mili; 


ONS 


| of money now by force of law demonetize, 
| which I would have relieved of its disabilitios 


| it to the extent that we possess it. 


I would change the relation of master it yo. 
occupies to that of servant, where it proper! 
belongs, and I would inflate the currency w)\), 
Inflation } 


| coin is simply specie payment, or very near jj, 


dollar of Treasury obligation canceled; but I | 


would issue no bank note that did not absorb 


| distribution of a portion of demand obligations 
_ you restore to the Government the full ability 


to meet the remainder; and at the same time 


the people know that so far as the currency | 


goes, and it is of this only we are treating, 


“every promise of any bank has its ultimate 


recourse in the Treasury of the United States. 
The absorption of one hundred and fifty 


By this |) 


I have endeavored, Mr. President, thy. 
briefly to respond to the questions propounded 
to me. I do not know that I have entered 
sufficiently into detail to explain clearly my 
convictions as to the necessity for reducing the 
volume of legal-tender obligations, and to 


| prove, as I desire to prove, that their gradual 


| the bank note. 
| This enhancement of the whole paper currency 


/ or two hundred millions cannot fail to en- | 
| hance the remaining legal tender nearly if 


| not quite to par with gold. 
currency in the channels of trade and in the | 


_ now. 
and national bank notes outstanding will be | 


The volume of 


hands of the people will be about the same as 
The aggregate of United States notes 


withdrawal will euhance not only the value of 
the remainder, but also enhance the value o} 
Both will ascend in the scale. 


will tend to draw the coin of the country from 
itsseclusion. As inthe early period of the wa; 


| before the present currency was created w, 


| precisely the same. Therefore, the indirect con- |, 


felt. The volume of greenbacks will be ample || 


traction so much dwelt upon will scarcely be 


| for the reserves of the bank, and their growing | 


ing as in the vaults of the Treasury an amount | 


of coin nearly equal to the sum of liabilities. 
If during the last three years we had retained 
the surplus of coin that has reached the Treas- 


ury we should now have enough; but as a con- | 


sequence of such accumulation speculation 
would have run riot, and I fear if we should 
now by legislative enactment decree that course 
for the future we should aggravate the situa- 
ion, 


What, then, is left for us todo? What but 


, city of greenbacks, because of their replace- | 


to lessen our liabilities, which as the laws | 


now stand must remain the same to-morrow 
as to-day, and one, two, or five years hence 
immutably as now. 

Difficulties beset the contraction of those 
liabilities, as there are difficulties that impede 
the accumulation of coin in sufficient amount 


to meet our purpose; but the former may be | 


neutralized, if not removed, by judicious com- 
pensations that will not in any serious degree 
retard the object for which I would legislate. 

Sound financial authorities unite in declar- 
ing that if the Government resumes specie 
payments the banks of New York can resume ; 


and when the banks of New York resume the | 
Evidently, then, | 


whole country can resume. 
our care is the Government. 

And what is the first step? To my mind we 
must lessen the demand obligations of the 
Government, while the Secretary of the T'reas- 
ury at the same time strengthens the reserves 
in the national vaults. 


ciously, and wisely. As the statutes now stand 
the obligations cannot be reduced. 
present volume of obligations the laws of 


Neither should be done | 
suddenly ‘nor violently, but gradually, judi- 


With the | 


scarcity will cause them to become more and | 


more valuable ; and as they approach the stand- 


ard of gold so will they sustain with golden | 


support the bank notes into which they are | 


convertible. 


The demand by the people for legal tender | 


will not be appreciably increased, as the bank 
note is receivable by the Government for all 
dues except customs, and those demands are 
necessarily localized. While the growing scar- 


ment by the bank note, fulfilling all the require- 


were astonished at the positive but hidden 
money resources of the people, so will the out 
flow of hidden coin confound the calculations 
of those who suppose that its volume is to be 
measured by the amount in the Treasury aud 
in the New York banks. 

Mr. President, [ am not alone in asking for 
the reformation of our currency as thie firs 
stage of our financial efforts. 1 read from th: 
Commercial and Financial Chronicle of Nes 
York, an authoritative paper on this subjee 
as follows: 

‘**In any practical scheme to improvo the Govern 


ment finances and credit, or to restore prosper 
activities, or both at once, the first thing to be don 


| must be the restoration of a sound currency. ‘Tha 


| done or provided for, all the rest will be casy; t 


/ ments of general trade will not be noticed by || 
_ the people, the banks will take heed lest they 


| fall and at an early day begin to strengthen , 
Legal-tender reserves they must | 
have, and with the honest eyes of our Secre- | 


themselves. 


tary of the Treasury to detect any deficiency 
they will begin their strengthening policy at 
once. Instead of putting gold received as 


interest forthwith on the market for sale they | 


will put it snugly away in their vaults. The 
gold which comes to them in the course of 
banking operations will be added thereto, 
and almost imperceptibly the country banks 
will arrive at the condition of the city banks, 
whose reserves in coin and legal-tender notes 


are now far beyond the requirements of law. 


irade prevent the Secretary of the Treasury | 


from sufficiently strengthening his reserves. | 


it therefore devolves upon the national Legis- 
lature to take the initiative in the effort to 
resume specie payments. 

The difficulties that impede the reduction of 
the national liabilities lie in the fact that such 


I] 
| 
\| 


In the mean time, and without derangement 
of business, the Treasury may strengthen its 
reserves, while, on the other hand, the quiet 
reduction of its liabilities advances the per- 
centage of the reserve to the whole amount 
of liabilities in almost a compound ratio. 
With this strengthening of the condition of the 
Treasury made manifest to all the world by its 
monthly publications, the mistrust of the people 


will be gradually but surely dissipated, and as | 
surely be replaced by confidence that all de- || 


mand obligations will be redeemed at an 


| early day; a confidence as widespread and | 


deep-seated as is that now prevailing in relation 
to our bonded debt, that it will be paid accord- 
ing to the spirit as well as letter of the law. 


_ our bonds. 
| bringing the notes to par, and so the notes may 





best credit and the lowest rates of interes! 
follow.’”’ 

To this end our greenbacks must be absor\: 
or paid, and my proposition provides a way. 
As the greenbacks are withdrawn coin wi! 
reappear to take their place in the banks and 
the business of the country. This will be speci: 
payments. 

Here I wish to remark that I fail to see the 
asserted dependence of our demand notes on 
The bonds may be at par without 


be at par without bringing the bonds to par. 
According to the experience of other countries 
bonds and wotes do not materially affect each 
other. The two travel on parallel lines with- 
out touching. Each must be provided for: 
and my present purpose is to provide for the 
demand notes. 

There is strong reason why this is the very 
moment for this effort. According to statis- 
tical tables now before me, our exports are 
tending to an equality with our imports. Dur 
ing the five months of July, August, September, 
October, and November, 1869, there has been 
a nominal balance in our favor of $2,788,614. 
whereas during the same months of last year 
there was an adverse balance of $32,167,225 
The movement of specie is equally advan 
tageous. 

Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator allow »: 


to inquire whether in that table of exports an" 


| imports, showing a nominal balance i ou! 


a 


favor, the exportation of our bonds is inc!uded* 

Mr. SUMNER. Ido not think that 1t '. 
I will hand the paper to the Senator. I was 
observing that the movement of specie | 
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ally advantageous. During the live mouths 
ove mentioned there has been an import in 
specie of $10,056,316 against $5,273,616 dur- 
‘+ the same months last year, and an export 
y specie of $18,201,875 against $21,599,758 
iuring the same months last year. According 
eo these indabitable figures the tide of specie 
as well as of business 1s beginning to turn. It 
vemains for us by wise legislation to take ad- 
vantage of the prostiness moment, lake the 
proper steps and you will have specie payments, 
‘aving which all the rest will follow. Because 
| desire to secure this great boon for my coun- 
-ry [now make this effort. 

“Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, I propose 
» say a few words upon the precise questions 
nefore the Senate; and first, I refer to the 
mendment proposed by the Senator from Mas- 
cachusetts, [Mr. Sumner.] While I do not 
controvert the views that he has expressed, | 
claim that his amendment ought not to be 
incorporated into this billupon the ground thatit 
will in all human probability defeat its passage. 

he Senator says that this bill is inadequate 
and incomplete, and therefore ought to be 
amended, and the whole financial system of 
he United States, including the refunding of 
the public debt and the conversion of green- 
backs into bank notes, should be embraced 
within its provisions. 

Now, sir, the Committee on Finance acknowl- 
edge this to be an incomplete bill so far as the 
finances are concerned. It is proposed as a 
temporary measure of relief to certain portions 
of the country, and it does not profess to settle 
these great financial problems which the Sen- 
ator has presented to the Senate. Now, is it 
unusual in the Senate to bring forward a meas- 
ure intended to produce a temporary effect? 
Is it not usual in matters of revenue, both as 
to the internal revenue and the tariff, and in 
other similar legislation, to bring forward meas- 
ures for a temporary purpose, and not attach 
them to the great systems to which they be- 
long? 

‘The honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
seems to be apprehensive that somebody will 
rob him of the distinction of having suggested 
the conversion of ‘Treasury notes into bank 
notes. I do not suppose that any member of 
the Committee on l’inance has any such desire; 
and I am willing to concede if he desires it 
that he did make this suggestion. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I desire 
nothing for myself. lam making a sincere 
effort to bring about specie payments; and 
when I alluded to what I had done it was in 
direct reply to what the Senator from Ohio 
said the other day. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I understood the Sen- 
ator to refer to the different bills that he had 
introduced and to his speech for the purpose 
of showing that he had originated this idea. 

Mr. SUMNER. Oh, not at all. I never 
claimed that I originated it. I may or I may 
not have done so; but I certainly have never 
claimed that. What I said was in reply tothe 
Senator from Ohio; and if the Senator from 
Uregon will read the speech of the Senator 
from Qhio he will see that my speech was 
directly responsive to that. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I care nothing about that 
matter. I misunderstood the Senator. Ldid 
not hear what the Senator from Ohio said. Be 


that as it may, however, I only wish to say | 


that there will be an ample opportunity for the 
Senator to present the scheme which he has 
propesed and to support it before the Senate 
and the country without putting it upon this 
bul, which, in my judgment, if it does not 
defeat will greatly retard the passage through 
Congress of this bill. Several bills similar to 
‘he amendment proposed by the Senator have 
ueretofore been introduced by him, as he ac- 
knowledges, and not adopted by Congress ; and 
it 1s possible, if not probable, that Congress 
may still adhere to the views it has already 
expressed on that subject. 

I know that the West and the South desire 
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| Some relief in reference to circulation, and I 


think that they have the power to obtain that 
relief. I have inflexibly opposed a proposition 
to take a portion of the circulation of New Eng- 
land and transfer it to the West and South 
because I believed it to be unjust; but if the 
Senators from Massachusetts—one of them in 
a sort of way conceding that this measure is 
just, and the other insisting upon amendments 
that will defeat this proposition before the Sen- 
ate and drive the West and the South to the old 
measure—if they pursue that course I do not 
know that I am bound to defend their condi- 
tion, Or to insist that this currency shall not 
be withdrawn from the eastern States. 

The Senator from Indiana [Mr. Morton] 
has proposed another amendment to this sec- 
tion, which is to increase the amount from 
345,000,000 to $52,000,000, on the ground, as 
he alleges, that a contraction will result from 
the conversion of the three per cent. certifi- 
cates into bank notes. Assuming that the 
entire circulation of the United States, without 
intending to be precise. including the three per 
cent. certificates, the Treasury notes, and the 
bank notes, amounts to $700,000,000, it is 
perfectly evident that if $7,000,000 more is 
added it will amount to an expansion of the 
currency. I do not propose to advocate a 
contraction of the currency at this time, nor 
will I agree to any expansion of the currency ; 
but I am willing that the exact amount of 
$45,000,000 of three per cent. certificates may 
be taken and converted into that exact amount 
of bank notes, and so the volume of the cur- 
rency will be preserved exactly as it is at this 
time. Theoretically it may be that there would 
be a contraction or withdrawal of some of the 
Treasury notes from circulation by converting 
the certificates into bank notes, but practically 
the effect would be to increase the circulation 
in those localities where the banks holding this 
$45,000,000 may be established nearer to 
$100,000,000 than it would be to $45,000,000. 
Bills from other localities and other banks will 
necessarily flow into these in the shape of 
deposits and otherwise, so that the circulation 
will be greatly increased heyond the amount 
of $45,000,000. 

| hope, therefore, that the amendment will 
not be adopted; that Congress will not now, 
when everybody professes to be in favor of a 
resumption of specie paymeuts, adopt this 
amendment which must necessarily be con- 
strued into an expansion of the volume of the 
currency. 

Another amendment proposed by the Sen- 
ator is to subtract from the eastern States and 


| those States that havean excessof circulation 


$13,000,000 of currency, to be added to the 
$45,000,000 the bill proposes to distribute 
among the States of the South and West. 

I have heretofore time and again given my 
reasons to the Senate for opposing such a prop- 
osition. I consider it wholly immaterial now 


| as to how or at what time the banks of New 


England obtained more than their due pro- 
portion of circulation. Suffice it to say that 
they received it from the hands of the Govern- 


| ment, and it has passed through those banks 
| into the business transactions of the country, 
| anditis notnow a question between the Govern- 
| ment and those banks. But if those banks are 


required to callin a circulation of $13,000,000 | 


they must compel their debtors to pay that 
amount to the banks; and this compulsory 


proceeding will disturb if it does not paralyze | 


to a great extent the business of that portion 
of the country. Suits must be commenced 
against the debtors; their property will be 
taken to pay the debts, and more mischief will 
be produced by these proceedings than good 
to any portion of the country. 

I will not, however, take time upon that 
point. Sufficient has already been said by 
other Senators in discussing the questions that 
have been considered since the bill has been 
before the Senate. 


Objection has been made here to those pro- | 
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visions of the bill which provide for banks upon 
w coin basis, and I will briefly notice some of 
those objections. One, made by the Senator 
from Massachusetts, is that it introduces a 
third kind of currency into the country. He 
proposes a policy that will lead to the imme 

diate resumption cf specie payments; and here 
is & proposition that proposes to organize banks 
upon a specie basis, banks that will pay thei: 
bills upon presentation, and he objects to the 
organization of such banks on the ground that 
it will introduce another kind of currency into 
the country. He referred to two currencies 
now extant, but those currencies are exactly 
alike in value; they pass indiscriminately 
wherever they go; they may differ a very little 
in appearance, but they are identically the same 
currency for all practical purposes, | under 

stand the Senator to desire that such a polic 

should be pursued on the part of Congress as 
to bring these notes now in circulation up to 
their par value in gold, and when that is accom 

plished, as [ have no doubt it will be, then th 
entire circulation of the country will be of equal 
value and all redeemable in coin. 

It is claimed here on all hands that it is 
desirable to resume specie payments, that ever) 
possible effort should be mauve to bring about 
the time when banks of the country shall redeem 
their notes in coin ; and here is a measure pro 


| posed by which the banks that may be organ 


ized under the provisions of this bill shall b 
required to redeem their bills in coin, and 
objection is made to it by those who seew 
anxious for the resumption of specie payments 
Whenever a proposition is brought torward 
here that looks to the resumption of speci 
payments, then objection is made to it, whil 
ft the same time those objecting insist that it 
is desirable to resume specie payments. 

Auother objection made is that the organiza 
tion of these banks will promote speculation. 
Several Senators have expressed this appre 
hension, but no one has indicated the modus 
operandi in which this speculation was to be 
accomplished. How does it conduce to specu 
lation for banks to issue notes redeemabie in 
coin upon presentauon. Can any Senator 
suggest any way in which the circulation of 
such notes will conduce to speculation? | know 
that Senators may indulge in that apprelhe: 
sion, and so they may indulge in apprelieu 
as to any step in reference to the currency 
but it is another and a different thing to show 
some way in which these banks will tend to 
increase speculation in the country. I think 
they would have exactly a contrary effeci ; for 
the more banks you can have in the country 
redeeming their notes in coin the less chances 
there are for speculation, and the nearer the 
value of the paper in circulation approximates 
to the value of coin the less room there is for 
speculation in currency. 

‘The Senator from Indiana says thatit has been 
suggested that they would constitute clearing- 
houses. Suppose they do constitute clearing- 
houses, what of it? What is a clearing-house? 
I suppose a clearing-house to bea place where 
bankers meet to exchange their drafts and to 
settle their balances. Suppose it should so 
happen that in a bank redeeming its notes in 
coin bankers should meet to adjust and settle 
their accounts, what of that? Does that show 
in any way that these banks would conduce to 
speculationin currency? Sir, the Senator-might 
as weli have called these banks meeting- houses, 
and there would have been just as much evi 
dence in that assertion that they ought not to 
exist as there was in the assertion that they 
would be clearing- houses. 

Sir, it is an effort to stigmatize a measure 
by giving ita bad name. People associate 
the clearing-house of New York city in some 

ray with the speculations there in gold. but, 
in the first place, there is nothing to show here 
that these banks would be clearing-houses any 
more than any other banks. I say that is an 
entire assumption on the part of the Senator. 
In the second place, if it should so happen 
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that they were clearing-houses no evil conse- || gon understand that the coin notes provided || 


quences would follow. 

Another objection made by the Senator is, 
‘hat business cannot be conducted by these 
banks with twenty-five per cent. of coin in their 


vaults, and he gravely argues that it will be | for the same purpose so long as they are re- || 


necessary for such a bank to have a dollar of 
coin in its vaults for every dollar of paper in 
irculation. 


»roposed in this bill, and there never has been 


for in this bill will be used in the same way? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not say that they 
will be ased for the same purpose, but I say 
I can see no reason why they may not be used 


deemable upon 
tificates. 


resentation like the coin cer- 
Whether they will be so used or not 


Sir, before the war the banking | I am not now, of course, able to say, because | 
business was conducted on such a basis as is || there are no such notes in circulation. 


But 
even if they were not used for customs duties, 


«time and there never will be when banking || I should like to inquire of the Senator from 
will be conducted upon the basis of holding || Indiana if there is any danger of any run on 


one dollar in coin in the vaults of the banks | these banks forthe purpose of paying customs | 
|| duties ? 
|| grow out of the purchase and sale of gold in | 

the gold market, and not out of the legitimate | 
is the twenty-five per cent. of coin in the vaults || transactions of business. 


for one dollar of paper in circulation. 
‘The Senator seems to assume in his argu- 
ment that the only security for the billholder 


of the banks, and he leaves out of view entirely 
the fact that these bills are also secured by 
United States bonds, and it is that security 


value. 
hands will know that he may not only call for 


the twenty-five per cent. of coin which the | 


bank is compelled to hold, but that there are 
bonds enough deposited with the Treasurer of 
the United States to redeem every dollar of the 
notes of the bank in circulation with gold, so 
that the notes are all secured by gold or its 
equivalent. 


I cannot see, and I have given this subject | 
’ g ) 


The gold speculations in New York 


Whenever that sys- 


tem of a ceases, whenever the cur- | 


reney is brought back to its par value in gold 


State ' || and this system of speculation ceases in New 
which will give to these bills their circulating || York, then there will be no danger in the cir- 


Every man who has such a bill in his | 


| 
i 


| 


} 


some attention, why these bills may not be | 


of use in 


gold notes in circulation in the United States | 


the circulation of the country. | 
Now there are thirty or forty million dollars || 


used for monetary purposes, and there is no | 
reason in the world why the bills of these banks, || 

; ; ¢ : ; ; 
payable in coin upon presentation, may not be || provide by any system of banking. When you 


used for precisely the same purposes for which || assume that banking upon a specie basis must | 


culation of these bills, and there will generally 
be no reason for a run upon these banks. 
Bout the argument of the Senator, if it proves 
anything, proves that there never ought to be 
and never can be any resumption of specie 
payments in this country. When will the time 
ever come that the banks of the country may 
not be subject to arun for coin? Have they 
not always been so from the beginning of the 
Government down to this time? It always will 
be so; and if there be a panic in Europe, an 
excitement there by which the price of coin is 
enhanced, the banks of the country, even after 
the resumption of a payments, 
subjected to this liability. ‘That is one of the 
contingencies against which it is impossible to 


the coin certificates of the United States are || be so conducted as to avoid any danger of this 


now used. Does not the fact that these coin 
certificates are used indicate a necessity in the 
country for a system of banking like that pro- 
posed in this bill?) Suppose a man wants to 
use $1,000 in gold and has a coin note to that 
amount, may he not use it forall purposes for 
which gold can be used? Is it not altogether 
more convenient for use than the gold would 
be, and will it not therefore be preferred 
under any and all circumstances ? 

And I do not see how it will happen that 
there would be runs upon these banks, which 
the Senator seems to apprehend. What should 
cause a run on one of these banks? Can the 
Senator suggest any reason why there should 
be arun on one of these banks when a gold 


note secured in the manner provided for in this |, 


i 


|| specie payments by the banks; for anybody | 


| kind you assume that there never can be any 
| banking of that description in the United 
| States. The argument, if it proves anything, 
| proves that there can be no resumption of 


| holding the notes of a bank paying in coin may 
make a run upon the bank. Something may 


|, occur in Europe or in the United States by 
'| which the — of gold may be enhanced, and 


1 
} 


| there may 
| the bank; but that is unavoidable, and there 
| isno more danger that I can see in banking || 


e a consequent panic and run upon 


|| under this bill than there would be under any 


j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| other bill that might be passed providing for 


| 


banking upon a specie basis. 
Objection has been made to this bill because 
it was supposed that it might accommodate the 


bill may be used for all the purposes for which || people of the Pacific States, and the Senator 
that amount of coin can be used? Suppose a || from Indiana [Mr. Morton] indicated his 
man wants to pay $100,000 in gold; he pur- | 


chases $100,000 of these bills; he pays the 


opposition to the bill on the ground that the 
people of that region of the country had been 


debt that he owes in gold with these bills; the || unfriendly to the credit of the United States. 
man to whom they are paid pays them out in | 
the transactions of his business, and so they || from those who have contended upon the floor 


circulate from hand to hand and perform the 
office of money precisely as the coin certificates 
do now in the city of New York. 

Mr. MORTON. Suppose he wants to use 
them in the custom-house; what then? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I know of no reason why 
they may not be used in the custom-house. 

Mr. MORTON. The law does not allow it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Iam not so sure that the 
law does not allow it. Are not the custom 
duties paid with coin eertificates now? Are 
they not used for that purpose in the city of 
New York? 

Mr. MORTON. Not notes of banks. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. No matter whether of 
banks or not. If a thousand dollar coin note 
is paid to the collector of customs in the city 
of New York he pays that over to the Assistant 
Treasurer, and the Assistant Treasurer pays 
it away to discharge such obligations as are 
due from him in coin, and so, as I under- 
stand, these coin certificates are used at this 
time, 


Mr. HOWE. Does the Senator from Ore- 


| 


| 


| 
i 


| 


| 


I think this objection comes with a poor grace 


of the Senate from the beginning that the 
States only relinquished their local circulation 
because they were compelled to do so by the 
coercive power of the Government. It has 
been averred here that New England had a 
State-bank system with which she was content 
and which she was forced to relinquish. The 
same has been said of the State of New York; 
and I doubt very much whether in the State 
of Indiana there would not have been to-day a 


|| State-bank system in full operation, the people 
|| adhering to their local currency, if it had not 
| been for the taxation of the General Govern- 


i 


| into existence. 


| rency. 


| ment, which compelled the people of that 
|| State to give up their State banks and adopt 


the national circulation. 

The people of the Pacific coast had a coin cir- 
culation at the time this currency was brought 
The Senater from Indiana 
knows very well that it is altogether more diffi- 
cult to pass from a coin currency to a paper 
currency than it is to pass from one kind of 
paper currency to another kind of paper cur- 
The entire circulation of the Pacific 


will be | 





February |. 


coast consisted of gold and silver, and it woy),; 
have been exceedingly difficult if not disac... 
|| for the people of that region of country to una, 
take to drive out that circulation and substitu, 
| therefor a depreciated and irredeemable pap : 
| It isclaimed here that the most desirable «; 
'| all things is a resumption of specie payment. 
and yet the people of the Pacific coast are oy, 
| sured because they did adhere to specie pay. 
|| ments, to a coin circulation, that which %, 
|| most desirable of allthings. It is admitted that 
'| on this side of the Rocky mountains the peop), 
| only abandoned that system because they wor, 
_ compelled to do so by the power of the Gov. 
| ernment. That power could not be exercigo, 
upon the Pacific coast, and therefore the peo. 
ple there, like the people here, preferred the, 
local circulation and adhered to it. I Jo no: 
think they ought to be censured for that, anq 
|| I do not think any attempt should be made ty 
| excite any local prejudice against those peop|. 
|| because it may be supposed that this bill wij) 
'| accommodate them with banking facilities, 
| Now, sir, I undertake to say that the cours. 
| pursued by the people of the Pacifie coast his 
|| been an advantage and not an injury to the 
|| people of the United States. Suppose they 
|| had adopted the national currency, how much 
|| coin would there now have been in this coy, 
|| try with which to resume specie payments 
|| Sir, if it had not been for the gold and silye; 
| which the Pacific States and Territories haye 
| furnished this country your national bank notes 
would be worth little more than the cost of th; 
|| lampblack and rags out of which they are 
made. Instead of doing an injury to the coun. 
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|| try they have circulated coin and kept it in the 
| country, and now it can be used to aid in the 
resumption of specie payments. 
I think the provisions of this bill will be of 
| advantage to the people of that coast, and | 
think it is proper enough for Congress to accom. 
modate all sections of the country. Sir, the 
| Senator from Indiana stands here from day to 
|| day and argues in favor of despoiling New 
|| England of its circulation to provide for th 
|| South, a region of country that was in rebellion 
|| against this Government. He proposes to pro 
| vide to accommodate that section of the coun 
'| try, but whenever there is anything in the bill 
| that looks like accommodating the people of 
|| the Pacific coast he objects, because they were 
|| unfriendly to the credit of the Government. |: 
| seems to me that if we are to legislate specially 
'| for the benefit of any particular section, par: 
'| ticularly for the southern States—and I do no‘ 
} object to that, but on the contrary am willing 
'| and anxious to assist them—we may with grea 
|| propriety incorporate provisions in the bill that 
'| shall also accommodate the people of the Pa: 
cific coast. 

Somebody has suggested, and I see an article 
| ina morning newspaper to the same effect, that 
| the people of the Pacific coast are foreigners 
| financially to the country, and therefore ther 
ought not to be any legislation to accommodate 
them. Theonly accommodation that the people 
there will derive from this banking system wil. 
| 








| 

| 
| be that it will furnish them with a convenient 
|} medium of circulation. Bills are much more 
convenient for use, as everybody knows, than 
gold; and these bills can be taken and used 
forvall the purposes for which gold can be used. 
| and are far more convenient for all kinds o! 
business. Sir, will not this add something to 
the circulation of the country? Do I not 
| understand the Senator to claim at this tim 
| that there is a scarcity of circulation ; that |! 


| is desirable not to contract but to increase the 
|| circulation? Are we not called upon from 4) 
|| parts of the country to increase the circulation, 
| if possible, and to accommodate the peop’ 
with money facilities? This portion ot the 
|| bill proposes to do that ; and yet it is objected 
by those who are asking for these favors the 
this ought not to be done. a 
I claim that the paper provided for by this bi! 
| will be a paper that will circulate in all parts 
| of the United States; will be a paper that wi: 


| 
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be convertible into coin, and it will familiarize 
che people of the country with this system which 
we are trying to establish—a system of paper 
convertible into coin. Let the 


rirculation ‘ 
7 let them use it; let 


people see this paper ; 


an at 
945,000,000 of national bank currency anew 
you must withdraw nearly seven million dollars 
of greenbacks for the reserve. The Senator 


from Oregon admits that theoretically it does 


‘hem understand its value, and gradually, by || 


the development of the country and by the wise 
»rovisions adopted by Congress, otr inferior 
currency Will be brought up to the standard of 
the currency provided for in this bill, and we 
shall resume specie payments and have a paper 
circulation which wall be at all times converti- 
fle into coin. 

Mr. MORTON. 
hut a few moments in reply to the Senator from 
Oregon, [ Mr. Wituiams.] I will not go over 
the ground again as to whether these gold coin 
notes can be kept afloat; but I will reply to 
the principal point made by the Senator, and 


that is that these gold coin notes can be used in | 
payment as well as gold certificates. Now, sir, | 
when a certificate of deposit of gold in the | 


I shall trouble the Senate | 


make contraction, I say it does actually and 
positively, because you are bound to take out 
of the circulation nearly seven million dollars 


| of greenbacks that were before in circulation. 


If that does not make contraction what does 
make contraction? But Senators say we must 


| make up for that by the benefits of banking. | 
We are entitled to those benefits independent | 


of that; but that does not meet the positive 
fact that for $45,000,000 of new bank notes 
you must take nearly seven million dollars of 
greenbacks now in circulation and lock them 
up in the vaults of the banks; so that the con- 


| traction is positive and absolute, and cannot | 
be overcome by saying that we must take the | 


[reasury of the United States is taken to the || 


custom-house and is received there for cus- 


toms, the gold is already in the Treasury of 
the United States, because the certificate was 
given dollar for dollar for gold deposited there. 
But when a gold coin bank note is received for 
customs the gold is not in the Treasury of the 
United States, nor is it in the vaults of the 
banks; only twenty-five per cent. of it is in 
the vaults of the banks. 

Mr. CORBETT. ‘Then there are bonds in 
the Treasury. 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator says there are 
bonds in the Treasury. They do not furnish 
the gold. The Treasury must have gold for 
customs; and therefore if the Treasury should 
receive these gold notes they must go to the 
banksand draw the gold out; and the banks, ac- 
cording to the theory of the bill, have only got 
twenty-five per cent. of gold and they must go 
out and buy the balance. 

Now, sir, a few words in regard to ‘‘ despoil- 
ing’’ New England. It seems to me the Sen- 
ator from Oregon [Mr. WILLIAMs] occupies a 
very singular position on this subject. He is 
not interested, coming from the Pacific coast, 
inthe States of the Northwestand South having 
enough currency. I think his speech shows 
very clearly that he is not interested in that. 
As a member of the Finance Committee he 
insists that there shall be just $45,000,000 and 
nota dollar more. It is well understood that 
$45,000,000 is but little more than one half the 
amount required; and yet he insists that we 
must be confined to $45,000,000. 

He will not let us have any more from New 
England or from the eastern States in excess. 
He says that is ‘‘despoiling’’ them. We mast 
not take it from them. We must not take it 
by retiring greenbacks. I agree with himabout 
that. But he is equally opposed to that; and 
then he says we must nat increase the amount 


from $45,000;000 to $52,000,000 because that | 


isexpansion. Sir, is it expansion ? 

It was argued by the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. Corperr] the other day that it was ex- 
pansion, because he says the three per cent. 
certificates held by the banks as reserves are 
also treated as deposits, and there is a reserve 
for the deposits. 

Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President—— 

Mr. MORTON. I hope the Senator will 
wait until lam through. That was his argu- 
ment as reported in the Globe this morning, 
that they were also deposits and there was a 
reserve for the deposits. The Senator is mis- 
taken about that. They are not put down as 
deposits at all. I refer him simply to the 
report of the Comptroller of the Currency, 
where the three per cents. are put down in one 
column as reserves and the deposits are put 
down in another. They cannot be held as 
deposits and reserve at one and the same time. 

hat is not reasonable. 

Now, Mr. President, on the subject of the 
€xpansion orcontraction of the currency allow 
me to make one remark. When you issue 


benefits of banking in lieu of it. 

The remark was made yesterday by the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. CaanpLer] that 
when these three per cents. were issued:it was 
an expansion of the currency ; to use his own 


| language it was a fraud, but the fraud was not 


| of it. 


| by the banks as a reserve. 


known at the time. The Senator was clearly 
mistaken. When the three per cents. were 
issued it was not an expansion. 


They were | 


issued in lieu of that many compound- interest | 


notes ; and the compound-interest notes being 
legal tenders were held by the banks as re- 
serve, and stood in the place of the ordinary 
legal tenders. 
performed the same oflice that the three per 
cents. performed. They were held by the banks 
as reserve instead of legal tenders; and when 
they became due and had to be paid the Gov- 
ernment had not the money to pay them ; bat it 
issued three per cent. certificates, legal tenders, 
and they were taken and held as the bank 
reserves. So the account was kept just even. 

But, sir, how is the fact? Since the 30th of 
June, 1868, $26,000,000 of three per cents. 
have been retired. 
contraction of the currency, since the 30th of 
June, 1868, of $26,000,000 by the retirement 
of three per cents. The currency has been con- 
tracted $26,000,000, and we hardly knew what 
wasthe matter. There has been increasing strin- 
gency; there has been a growing tightness of 
the money market both East and West, but it was 
hardly known that it was brought about by the 
retirement of $26,000,000 of three per cents.— 
an actual contraction of the currency to that 
amount, because legal tenders had to flow into 
the banks and take their place. Sir, there has 
been contraction, and this contraction will be 
increased to the amount of $7,000,000 if this 
bill shall pass in its present form. I want no 
contraction; I want no expansion; I am will- 
ing that the currency shall stand as it is. But, 
sir, the people, in one respect have been 


The compound-interest notes | 


‘There has been an actual | 
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cities called the cities of redemption, like New 
Urieans, St. Louis, Richmond, and Charles- 
ton, twenty-five per cent. of reserve is required. 
hose cities I mention especially ; but I desire 
to call the attention of the Senator to the fact 
that the cities of New York, Philadelphia, 
Boston, and Cincinnati, as well as Chicago 
and St. Louis, are in the same category. The 


| banks of the first four-mentioned cities, how- 


imposed upon, because while they have been | 


denying the policy of contraction all over this 


country, it has been going on to the amount of | 


$26,000,000. Now it is proposed that it shall 
go on to the amount of $7,000,000 more, and 
we are to take the benefits of banking in lieu 
That is the argument. 

I was somewhat surprised when I heard the 
statement made yesterday that the issue of the 
three per cents. was an expansion of the cur- 
rency. Why, sir, itis familiar to the members 
of the Senate that when those bills were passed, 
it was to make provision for taking up the com- 
pound-interest notes that were at that time held 


interest notes went out of the banks. They 
were taken up. The three per cents. went in, 
and now the three per cents. are to go out, and 


| we are to take in lieu $45,000,000 of national 
| bank notes that will require a contraction or 


the absorption of $7,000,000 of legal-tender 
reserves. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Will the Senator allow 
me to make a suggestion ? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I desire to suggest to 


The compound: | 


ever, where most of this currency is to go, are 
by law required to keep a reserve of twenty 
five per cent., which would make $11,250,000 
of reserve and contraction, $4,000,000 more 
than the $7,000,000 he mentions. 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator is quite right. 
My estimate was under instead of being over. 
I stand corrected, because in those large cities 
the reserve is twenty-five per cent., not fit 
teen. I was counting fifteen per cent. upor 
$45,000,000. 

Mr. CORBETT. Then the reserve is greater 
in those cities, and consequently, if issued to 
smaller places, it would expand the currency. 

Mr. MORTON. It is because the reserve is 
greater that the contraction will be increased. 
That is the precise reason. 

Mr. CORBETT. I understand that it is 
proposed to extend these banks to the south 
ern country, where the probability is they will 
only have to retain fifteen per cent. in the 


| smaller places, and in the large places they 


now have to retain twenty-five percent. There- 
fore it will let loose a larger amount of cur 
rency, and it will be an expansion to the extent 


| of $4,000,000, even upon the Senator's own 
basis. 


Mr. KELLOGG. I only desire to suggest, 
with the leave of the Senator from Indiana, 
that so far as the South is concerned, the three 
great cities of Richmond, Charleston, and New 


| Orleans will come emphatically under that 


provision which | mentioned a moment ago. 


| All the currency of the three great States of 


| tion to that fact. 


South Carolina, Virginia, and Louisiana is 
concentrated in those cities. New Orleans is 
the largest export city on this continent, and 
exports more this year than the whole produc 
ing value of the State of Rhode Island. 

Mr. MORTON. Iam much obliged to the 
Senator from Louisiana for calling my atten 
Another Senator has placed 


| in my hand a copy of the law setting forth the 


| stead of the fifteen. 


names of the cities in which twenty-five per 
cent. is to be reserved, including the western 
cities of Louisville, Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleve 


| land; and southern cities, such as New Orleans 


and others. I mention these as cities where 
the twenty-five per cent. is to be reserved in 
My calculation was simply 
based upon the fifteen percent. Thus it will be 
seen that the contraction of the currency will 
be even greater than the calculation | had before 
made. But outside of that, as 1 was saying, 
contraction has been going on before the intro- 
duction of this bill to the amount of $26,000,- 
000, against the wishes and against the inter- 
ests of the people of this country ; and now it 


| is deliberately proposed that that contraction 


shall go on to the amount of eight or nine mil 
lion dollars more, and we are to take the ben- 
efits of banking in lieu of it. 

Now, Mr. President, what are we to do? 
Here is ahalf-way measure, confessedly a half- 
way measure; but Senators say, ‘‘ We wilk do 
better by you after awhile.’’ We are to bo 


| treated exactly like wards. ‘‘ Be good, be pa 


tient, and you will have more after awhile. We 
will give you $45,000,000 now; be patient and 
show yourselves gentie and amiable, and next 
winter we will give you more ;’’ when we know 
now just as well as we shall know next winter 
that we want more. Why not give it to us now? 
We know very well that if it is not given to us 
in this bill we shall not get it. But we are askea 
to accept a half-way measure when there is no 
reason for not now making it a whole measure. 
Why is it to be done piecemeal? There is not 
a Senator on this floor but what has admitted 


‘the Senator from Indiana that in all the || that we shall want more in a year or two. 
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Why, sir, since this banking law went into 


| 
} 
| 
| 


operation the population of the South and West || 


has increased more than five million people, 
while the eastern States have almost stood still 
if they have not gone back, and the capital of 
the West has vastly increased. We can take up 


than $80,000,000 could be taken up four years || 


ag 
ago, 


Our wants are increasing from popula- 


tion, from development, from growth in every | 
way; and yet Senators propose to dole out to | 


use the pitiful sum of $45,000,000. 


Now, sir, I am willing that the Pacific States || 


shall have whatever is fortheir benefit. I have 


not assailed them. 


The people of the Pacific | 


States are not responsible, as I verily believe, | 
for the fact that our currency has been kept | 


out from there. 
said it was to the interests of the great bank- 
ing institutions on the Pacific coast that our 
carrency should be kept out, and that those 
banks were now fighting to keep our currency 
out. Since that debate took place I have re- 
ceived a communication from an intelligent 
gentleman on that coast, who assures me that 
all that [ said about it was correct, and more. 
J am willing that our friends on the Pacific 


coast shall haveall that they need, all that will | 


dothem any good; but so far as the eoin notes 
are concerned, proposed by the third, fourth, 


and fifth sections of this bill, I believe they | 


will do good to nobody. 

The Senator from Oregon used the same 
argument that was used by the Senator from 
Ohio the other day. He argued that because 


in ordinary times banks could float their paper | 


on twenty-five per cent. of gold in their vaults 


they can doit now. Before the war, when the | 


banks floated their paper on twenty-five per 
cent. of coin, there was no overshadowing cur- 


tie case is reversed. Now there is $700,000,- 
000 of overshadowing currency; gold is ata 
premium of twenty per cent.; and men will 
run back the notes of these banks, not because 
they distrust the banks, but because they want 
the gold and can sell it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Why can they not sell 
the notes just as well as the gold? 

Mr. MORTON. They can sell the notes as 
well asthe gold; but that does not give the 
men who buy the notes the gold. They want 
the gold. ‘They can buy the notes and go and 
draw the gold from the banks; but the run 
upon the banks is the difficulty. It is the gold 
that is wanted. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Why do they not draw 
the gold on the certificates now? 

Mr. MORTON. Agreat many of them do; 
but they can use the certificates in the custom- 
house for this reason: the gold is already in the 


the certificate into the custom-house the gold 
was paid in advance ; but when they pay bank 
notes into the custom-house the gold is not in 
the vaults of the Government, oad 

twenty-five per cent. of it in the vaults of the 
banks. Therefore, if they want the gold the 
Government must make a run on the banks, as 
the banks have but twenty-five per cent.; they 
inust go under or go out and buy the gold just 
like importers. 

But there is another point to which I wish 
to call the attention of the Senate in connec- 
tion with the argument of my friend from Ore- 
zon. Heis very much opposed to an expansion 
of the currency. He cannot permit it even to 
the amount of $7,000,000. But what does he 
tell us? After saying that he is opposed to the 
expansion of the currency he goes on to argue 
that these bank coin notes will 
lation as part of the currency. Is not that an 
expansion? If he gets out $20,000,000 of bank 
coin notes that go into circulation he expands 
the currency $20,000,000 in that way. He is 
willing tv expand the currency with a form of 
bank note that may perhaps subserve their 
interests on the Pacitic coast, but he is not 
willing to expand it with a view to subserve our 





I said so the other day. T | 


interests on this coast. If there is anything in 
the argument against expansion it is in direct 


| Opposition to his gold-note theory, that is if 


the gold-note theory will work ; but I hold that 
it will not work. I think the objections to it 


y | are insurmountable. 
$100,000,000 now in the West and South easier |) 





Mr. WILLIAMS. 
Senator a question, with his permission. 

Mr. MORTON. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I ask the Senator if the 
addition of $7,000,000 of paper to, the present 
paper circulation of the country, not redeem- 
able in coin, is not an expansion and does not 
remove us to that extent from a resumption of 
specie payments; and if, on the contrary, the 
circulation for which this bill provides is nota 
circulation practically in gold? 

Mr. MORTON. The addition of $7,000,000 


|| to the currency, making it from forty-five to 


fifty-two million dollars, would be an expan- 
sion if at the same time you did not take 
$7,000,000 of paper currency now in circula- 


| tion, withdraw it, and put it into the vaults of 





i} 
\ 
vaults of the Government, and when they pay | 


| 
| 


there is only | 


} 
1 


| 


| 


go into circu- | 


| 


| it just as it was. 


the banks as areserve. Will the Senator tell 
me what the change is? If youadd $7,000,000 


to the amount of paper in circulation and take | 


$7,000,000 from it | think the volume remains 
about the same. Then the Senator says if 
these gold notes are to represent gold that 
does not expand the currency. 
idea? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I have »<<said anything, 
and I presume there is not a Senator on this 
floor opposed to an expansion of currency by 


|| the addition of gold to the currency or any- 
thing equivalent to it; but we object tothe | 
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sufficiency of the security by adding the th 

oretical twenty-five per cent. in their vaults ‘ 
the possible value of the bonds in the marke. 
and in that way they can make the bonds «.. 
for enough to pay for their notes. What kin, 


, | of a system is that? Sir, this Governor, 
I should like to ask the | ie 


ought never to guaranty the payment of , 
bank note where it is not clear that the bong, 


| on deposit are themselves worth the amount of 
| those notes and will bring it in the market. | 


| 
| 


| 


| 


expansion of the currency by a new issue of | 


irredeemable notes. 


That is the point. 
Mr. MORTON. 


It does not expand the 


_ currency by adding $7,000,000 of irredeemable 


rency; there was no premium on gold. Now || notes when at the same time you withdraw | 


Mr. SHERMAN. I am rather surprised 
after the statement of the Senator, that he advo, 
cates this bill at all, because under the prego, 
banking system the only security for thesa 
| notes, the identical notes we are about to igsyo. 

is ninety per cent. of bonds, not eighty per 

cent. Now, it is utterly impossible, if [ may 
| be allowed to interrupt the Senator, for a bank 
organized on the basis of a specie-paying bank 
under the last three sections of this bill to 
| throw a loss on the Government of the United 

States, unless after the bank has exhausted 
' its assets the bonds of the Government are 
worth less than eighty cents on the dollar, | 
hardly think such a contingency as that can pe 
contemplated—a contingency that has not ex. 
isted for several years; because some of the 
bonds at this very hour are worth ninety-five 


at || cents on the dollar, some Po eae cents, and 
Do I get his / 


some ninety-three cents in gol After all the 
funds of the bank are exhausted toward the 
| redemption of these notes, then the bonds on 


|| hand are a security until they fall below eighty 


/ cents in gold. That is not possible. ‘The 
| security is much greater on the gold note thay 
on the currency note. 

Mr. STEWART. Allow me to correct the 
Senator. It is seventy-five per cent., because 
| twenty-five per cent is already paid in the 


'| reserve, and the only field for the bonds is seven- 


$7,000,000 of irredeemable notes. That leaves | 


But, on the other hand, sup- 
pose this coin note bank system will work ; the 
Senator proposes to get out four dollars of 
paper for one dollar in gold. Is not that the 
proposition? He proposes to issue four dollars 


in paper for*one dollar of coin in the vaults of || 


the banks, and if that does not expand ‘the | 


currency I should like to know what does. He 
proposes to get out four doHars in paper for 
every dollar in gold that the bank has; and 


and in view of the other fact, too, that the gold 
now confessedly is not a part of the circula- 


tion. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I desire to ask a question 
for the confirmation of the Senator on that 
point. Inthe event that under the action of 
the third section of the original bill, as sub- 
mitted by the Committee ont 
plating the issue of gold paying notes and 
providing for the deposit of bonds in order to 
secure this circulation, gold were to go up to 


140 or 150, or the bonds were to fall below 80 || 


in gold, and arun were to be made upon a 


of these notes, what would be the result? 
Would not the Treasurer of the United States 
be compelled in default of payment by the bank 
to the holders of the notes to come in as cashier 
for the United States, and in that case throw 
bonds upon the market; and could the Gov- 
ernment realize enough to pay the face of the 
notes? Would they not be the losers? 

Mr. MORTON. The point made by the 
Senator is perfectly clear. If we issue coin 
notes to the amount of eighty per cent. upon 


the face of the bonds that are to be deposited | 


by the terms of this bill, and it should turn out 
that there is subsequently a run upon gold and 
gold goes up to 140, then the bonds sold in the 


market would not bring $100 in gold to pay off | 


$100 of this paper. ‘That is very clear. 


| Mr. KELLOGG. 
yet he says that does not expand the currency ; || 


ty-five per cent. The bonds have got to fall 
below seventy-five per cent. before there can 
be danger. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I wish to ask the Senator 
from Ohio a question. I ask if in the event | 
| spoke of some time since gold were above 140 
the bill holders would not have recourse to the 
bonds deposited for this issue and the bonds 
alone? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


_ in greenbacks? 


When gold is above 14) 


Yes, sir. In that event 
of course the holder of the notes of this issue 
| provided by this bill would be compelled to go 


‘| to the cashier of the United States ; that is to 


say, the Treasurer, and in default of the bank 
paying the Treasurer would be compelled to 
resort to the bonds deposited as the basis of 


|| this issue. If, then, gold were above 140, I ask 
| if he could realize sufficiently on these bonds 


‘inance, contem- | 


| and the value of greenbacks. 
bank, for instance, having a large circulation | 


to pay the notes under the provision of the 
| law? 

| Mr. SHERMAN. My honorable friend 
| from Louisiana has not kept up the distinc: 
tion in his mind between the value of bonds 
A greenback 
is an irredeemable, dishonored promise of the 


| United States, which it refuses to pay and has 


| 


| neglected to pay for years, which it has refused 
| now for three years successively to allow to be 
| converted into a bond. For three years in 
_ succession I have reported a bill here to av: 
thorize greenbacks to be converted into bonds, 
and it has been voted down whenever it has 
come up. Now the Senator will not observe 
the distinction between a gold-bearing bond, 
| principal and interest payable in gold, and 
greenback. 

Mr. President, our gold-bearing bonds o! 
the kind that must be fled as security for these 


|| coin notes have not now for four years fallen 


Mr. WILLIAMS. There is twenty-five per | 


cent. of gold already on hand to pay the notes. 

Mr. MORTON. That presents a very novel 
feature of this new and very interesting bank- 
ing system. They propose to patch out the 





, below eighty cents on the dollar, and we re 
quire before we allow a single dollar of these 
coin notes to be issued the security of twenty 
five per cent. above the amount of the coin 

' notes to be deposited with the Government o! 


| the United States, so that even if they should 


} 
| 
i 
| 


steal all the reserve and all the assets of the 
| bank, and everything they could put their hands 





yn, SU 
ment ¢ 
eighty | 
no inju 
Mr. 
of my | 
fall bel 
Mr. 
this le: 
will fal 
the na 
Unite 
any ca 
and n 
ought 
Unite: 
that t] 
and in 
the m 
on th 
make 
Mr. 
from 
in ¢ca 
backs 
[ say 
are 1] 
equal 
ot 18 
have. 
are 1 
The 
respé 
Mr 
this | 
But 
eight 
Doe: 
resp 
note 
beca 
O88 
; M 
sho 
and 
ban! 
well 
are 
whi 
toe 
out 
upo 
\ 
\ 
It 3 
and 
see 
it. 
the 
tha 
cel 
the 
it. 
pre 
the 
ins 
So 
up 
th 


nec 
bu 


w. 
™m 
re 
of 











the the 


Vaults to 
market 
Onds ge) 
hat kin 
ernmen; 


ent of , 


1e bonds 


hount of 
arket, 
Irprised, 
he advo 
> present 
Or these 
to igsue, 
thty per 
f I may 
ra bank 
ng bank 
» bill to 
United 
hausted 
lent are 
liar, |] 
t can be 
not ex. 
> of the 
lety-five 
nts, and 
rall the 
ard the 
nds on 
v eighty 
The 


te than 


‘ect the 
eCause 
in the 
} seven- 
to fall 
re Can 


enator 
event | 
ve 140 
to thi 
bonds 


ve 14) 


- event 
3 issue 
l to go 
t is to 
» bank 
led to 
isis of 
I ask 
bonds 
of the 


friend 
istine: 
bonds 
nback 
of the 
d has 
fused 
to be 
ars in 
LO au- 
onds, 
it has 
serve 
yond 

ind a 


s ol 
these 
allen 
e re 

hese 
nty 

coin 
t of 
ould 
’ the 
ands 





Ary | 


1870. 


» still there are the bonds of the Govern- 
sont as security, and until they fall below 
eighty cents on the dollar in gold there can be 
no injury or danger, 

“Mr. KELLOGG. That is the precise point 
of my question, what is to be done in case they 
fall below that? 

“Mr, SHERMAN. If the Senate is basing 
‘his legislation upon the idea that our bonds 
will fall below eighty cents on the dollar, then, in 
the name of Heaven, the Government of the 
(Tnited States ought to refuse to take them in 
any case as a security for any debt whatever, 
and no private citizen in the United States 
ought to touch them. If the Senate of the 
United States is now legislating with a view 
that the bonds of the United States, principal 
and interest payable in gold, will not sell in 
the money market of the world for eighty cents 
on the dollar, we had better not pretend to 
make them the basis of anything. 

Mr. CORBETT. I will answer the Senator 
from Louisiana. He wishes to know whether 
in ease gold advances above 140 in green- 
backs the Government would lose anything. 
[ say that they would not. The bonds now 
are115in curreney. That makes the security 
equal to 143} in gold, with five-twenty bonds 
ot 1867 as the basis, the lowest class that we 
have. 
are 118, which would make the basis nearly 150. 
The Senator, 1 hope, is answered in that 
respect. 


ir. KELLOGG. I regret having provoked 


this debate, and I have nothing more to say. | 


But in the event of the bonds going below 
eighty per cent. in gold how would it be? 
Does the Government propose to make itself 
responsible? Does it propose to indorse these 
notes in any contingency? Is it supposed to 
become a banker to that extent, even in that 
possible contingency to be responsible? 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, this debate 
shows one thing, I think, very conclusively, 
and that is that this new-fangled system of 
banking that is proposed has not been very 
well considered, aud that the advocates of it 
are not exactly agreed upon the ground. on 
which it ought to be sustained. 
to enter upon no new system of banking with- 
out understanding perfectly well the ground 
upon which we stand. 

Mr. CORBETT. I do. 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator says he does. 
It is possible for him to be mistaken even ; 
and as there is no necessity for this system, it 
seems to me we ought not rashly to enter upon 
it, The very argument that was made hece by 
the Senator from Nevada a few minutes ago, 
that by adding the reserve of twenty-five per 
cent. in the bank to the value of the bonds 
there will always be security for the pills, shows 
it. There is no security in any bank for the 
presence of the reserve or even the balance of 
the capital. That is shown by universal bank- 
ing experience in this country and every other. 
So the security of these bills ought not to rest 
upon the imagined presence of the reserve in 
the vaults of the banks. 

But, sir, I have detained the Senate longer 
now than I intended, and longer than I should 
but for these interruptions. 

We simply want to make this bill not a half 


Sir, we ought | 


way measure, but something near a whole | 


measure. Give us something now that will be 
reasonably sufficient to answer the demands 
of the country, and we are satisfied. We do 
not ask to take a dollar from New England 
except upon the condition that it shall be 
necessary to give currency to the West and 


’ . . | 
South, where they need it. The others have | 


got it in excess. 
out danger, 
‘rom them unless it is necessary; and that is 
the character of my amendment. 

Sir, thepe should be justice done to every 
part of this country. ‘There must be equal 
rights and fair play. 


Mr. CORBETT. 


They can part with it with- 


Mr. President, I desire 


| of the case. 


The 1862s are above that and the 1881s |} 


to answer the Senator with regard to the 
$45,000,000 of three per cents. He contends 
that it is necessary to add to that sum in this 
bill $7,000,000, in order to make the amount 
issued equal to the $45,000,000 withdrawn. I 
admire the energy with which he advocates 
his cause; but it does not change the facts 
In case the bank circulation is 
$300,000,000, for illustration, if itisall concen- 
trated in New York city, the banks have to re- 
serve twenty-five per cent., that is $75,000,000. 
They invest their money and capital in the 
bonds of the United States, and they have 
issued to them this amount of $300,000,000 in 
currency, and of that currency they have to 
retain $75,000,000. Then they have deposits 
of greenbacks that are in circulation, and of 
those deposits they have to reserve also twenty- 
five per cent. They invest the deposits in three 
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es al 


would be merely a shaving shop in California. 
Consequently he would not issue such currency 
to banks there. And yet the Senator from 
Indiana says we shall not have a paper cur- 
rency based upon gold, and which is good in 
any event for gold, but he will force us to do 
without any currency. 

If he wants to give this currency to those 
States where they want it most, why not give 
us upon the Pacitic coast, if we can establish 
banks on a gold basis and redeem our bills in 
gold, the privilege of doing so? Our people 
are not going to establish these banks unless 
they can redeem their currency, They are 
not going to fail any more than other banks; 
they are not going to fail any more than now 
when their checks are out and deposits are 


, made in coin. A bank in California may have 


per cent. certificates and place them in their | 


vaults as a reserve, and do they not represent 
deposits just the same? 

The investment of these deposits in three 
per cents. is the same as deposits, I contend. 
Those certificates in the reserve represent ex- 


actly the same as though they were actual de- | 


posits; and therefore I say that the $7,000,000 
is actually an expansion of the currency; and 
if we are going to expand the currency, do not 
let us deceive ourselves; let the people know 
it; let them understand that we do propose to 
commence an expansion of the currency. We 
have already commenced it; we did so when 
we allowed these three per cents. to be held 
as reserve in place of legal tenders. We 
thereby violated the former law whereby only 


| $800,000,000 was allowed, and we only did it 


because we had not the money to pay the com- 
pound-interest notes. Those compound-inter- 
est notes were held throughout the country. 


| It is true that for a very short time they con- 


centrated themselves for collection in the city 
banks about the time they became due. 

I say that that was simply an expansion, and 
I never would have consented to the expan- 
sion of the currency beyond the $300,000,000, 
because it has placed us $45,000,000 beyond 
what we ever intended to do, 

Now, the Senator from Indiana proposes 
again to expand it and go a little further— 
$7,000,000 further. Where are we going tu 
stop in this system of expansion? If we are 


| going to continue it, there is no hope of re- 


turning to specie payments. I prefer to adopt 
the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 


| chusetts, and will support very willingly that 


measure at any proper time. But the com- 
mittee have reported this bill as a temporary 
measure to give immediate relief to the South 
and West. I felt the justice of that; I felt 
that it was necessary, and that it only took 


| from the eastern banks three per cent. certili- 


cates that were liable to be paid at any moment 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. He now, 
as soon as he has the money in the Treasury, 
can call in all these $45,000,000 and take them 
out of circulation. The nearer we come to 
specie payments the more valuable become 


| our legal tenders and our national notes, and 


so much more is the purchasing power of those 
notes. They can move more wheat to-day 
than they could two years ago—double the 
amount; consequently we are expanded in 
that direction. 

It seems to me that the Senator from Indiana 
argues very singularly when he does not want 
to allow the Pacific States to issue a currency 
upon a gold basis, whereby, even at the lowest 


| rate of the bonds, the security would be 143 


| in currency to 100. 


We do not want to take a dollar | 


The assets of the bank in 
any event would pay their notes. He wants 
to compel these Pacific States to take the cur- 
rency that the South wants ; and yet the Comp- 


| troller of the Currency says that he would not 


allow them to take it in the Pacific States. 
Now, what are you going to do between the 
two? The Comptroller says he thinks he has 
power to prevent that, and such an institation, 


to introduce a national bank currency there, i 








$10,000,000 of gold deposits; they do not hold 
a dollar of gold for every check they have out 
or every deposit. They may have $1,000,000 
of gold on hand, or $2,000,000; and yet they 
do not break. There is no bank there that has 
broken. The only bank on that coast that has 
broken is a national bank that was established 
in Nevada. What they want there, as | under 

stand, is this privilege. Make the limit greater 
if you choose. If your bonds are not worth 
enough, added to the twenty-five per cent. 
reserve, to give a security of one hundred and 
forty-three or one hundred and fifty cents on 
the dollar at any time in currency, make it 
greater. But they ask for the privilege, for the 
business of the circulation based on gold and 
bonds that are worth gold. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I should like to inquire of 
the Senator from Oregon whether one of the 
very first effects of a resumption of specie pay- 
ments would not be to require every man to 
pay his debts in gold, and whether he thinks 
that is very desirable? 

Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President, if we can 
gradually raise the value of legal tenders to 
the gold basis, I do not see that it would make 
any difference ; every man would pay in those 
legal tenders; or if you withdraw the legal 
tenders, you gradually bring the Government 
up to a specie basis. If you withdraw $200,- 
000,000 of legal tenders to-day, the Govern 
ment can resume specie payments; it has the 
money to pay the rest. The objection of tne 
people is that they do not want to pay interest 
on this $200,000,000, and in order to withdraw 
them we shall have to issue bonds in place of 
them. 

L believe myself it would be cheaper for the 
Government to issue bonds for $200,000,000 
and pay the interest on them; but still all do 
not agree with me with regard to that; and 
although it may not be proper for me to men- 
tion that itis a measure which perhaps would not 
pass the House, yet [ understand that the West, 
who are largely interested there, are opposed to 
it; that is the way they look on this question ; 
and so the House will not be likely to pass such 
a measure. 

Several Senators. It is four o’clock. 

Mr. CORBEIT. I have said all I desired 
to say, and | will give way to a vote. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending 
question is on the amendment of the Senator 
from Indiana, to strike out $45,000,000 and 
insert $52,000,000. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 39, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Boreman, Brown 
low, Cameron, Carpenter, Davis, Drake, Fowler, 
Gilbert, Hamilton, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howe, 
Howell, Johnston, Kellogg, MeCreery, McDonald, 
Morrill of Maine, Morton, Norton, Osborn, Pome- 
roy, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Roas, 
Schurz, Scott, ®pencer, Thayer, Thurman, Tipton, 
Vickers, and Warner—39. 

NAYS—Mesers. Anthony, Buckingham, Casserly, 
Chandler, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Edmunds, 
Fenton, Hamlin, Morrill of Vermont, Patterson, 
Saulsbury, Sherman, Stewart, Stockton, Sumner, 
Trumbull, Willey, Williams, and Wilson—21. 

ABSEN [—Messrs. Cattell, Cole, Ferry, Lowis 
Nye, Sawyer, Sprague, and Yates—8. 


So the amendment was adopted. 
Mr. CONKLING. I move an amendment 
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in line seventeen of section one, to insert after || soon as practicable, based upon the census of 


the word ‘‘ apportionment ”’ the words ‘‘ of the 
$52,000,000 of circulating notes hereby author- 
ized ;’’ so that the apportionment under the 
census of 1870 will be not anew of all bank cir- 
culation, but simply of this circulation which 
we are providing now. I understand from the 


' 


chairman of the committee that that is the | 


design of the bill now. 
a little more definite. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


This is only to make it 


The pending 


question now is on the amendment of the Sen- | 


ator from Massachusetts, [ Mr. Sumner, ] pend- || 
ing which the Senator from New York moves to | 


perfect the first section. 

Mr. SHERMAN. lIask that it be read as it 
now stands, and as it will beif amended as the 
Senator from New York proposes. I think it 


stands better now than it would if that amend- | 


ment were adopted, though the meaning is the 
same, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


amended onthe motion of the Senator from 
New York. 


Mr. SHERMAN. With reference to the 


1870.’’ LIask for the yeas and nays upon this 
amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 16, nays 44; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. pathang. Boreman, Buckingham, 
Cole, Conkling, Cragin, Ed 
Hamlin, Howe, Morrill of Vermont, 
Scott, Sumner, and Wilson—16. 
NAYS—Meessrs. Abbott, Bayard, Brownlow, Cam- 
eron, Carpenter, Casserly, Corbett, Davis, Drake, 
Fowler, Hamilton, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howell, 


Patterson, 


| Johnston, MeCreery, McDonald, Morrill of Maine, 


Morton, Norton, Osborn, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, 
Kameey, Rice, Robertson, Ross, Saulsbury, Saw- 
yer, Schurz, Sherman, Spencer, Stewart, Stockton, 
Thayer, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, War- 
ner, Willey, and Williams—44. 

ABSEN T—Messrs. Cattell, Chandler, Gilbert, Kel- 


| logg, Lewis, Nye, Sprague, and Yates—8. 


The Secretary || 
will now report the part of the section as it | 
stands in the bill, and then as it would be if | 


date of the law in the bill it is erroneous. It || 


should be June 3, 1864. 
New York called my attention to it. 


The VICEPRESIDENT. That will be cor- | 


rected if there be no objection.. The Secretary 


will now report the latter part of the section. | 


The Coier CLerx. It nowstandsin the bill: 


But a new apportionment shall be made as soon 
as practicable, based upon the census of 1870. 


If amended as proposed by the Senator from | 


New York the clause will read: 
But a new apportionment of the $52,000,000 of cir- 


culating notes hereby authorized shall be made as | 


soon as practicable, based upon the census of 1870. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


York. 


Mr. CONKLING called for the yeas and | 


nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Would it be in order 
under the understanding to allow an explana- 
tion of the amendment? I should like to hear it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It can be done 
by unanimous consent, of course. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not wish to reopen 
the debate. 

Mr. CONKLING. TI shall be very glad to 
explain it if lam in order; but I do not wish 
to volunteer. I wish to know if I shall be 
within the understanding if I inquire of the 
chairman whether I understood him aright in 
saying that the design of the committee was to 
have the bill mean precisely what this amend- 
ment is? If so, certainly there can be no 
objection to making it more certain where it 
is ambiguous. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iam perfectly willing to 
answer any question that any Senator puts to 
me; but I do not wish to open the debate. I 
have stated to the Senator that I have no doubt 
that all the apportionment here meant is the 
apportionment of the $52,000,000. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then, what objection can 
there be to saying so? 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 


resulted—yeas 23, nays 37; as follows: 

Y LAS~—Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Buckingham, 
Cameron, Chandler, Cole, ee 
Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry, Hamlin, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, 
Rice, Scott, Stewart, Samner, and Wilson—23. 

NAYsS—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Brownlow, Car- 
yenter, Casserly, Davis, Drake, Hamilton, Harlan, 

larris, Howe, Vowell, Johnston, Kellogg, McCreery, 

McDonald, Morton, Norton, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, 
Kobertson, Ross, Saulsbury. Sawyer, Schurz, Sher- 
man. Spencer, Stockton, Thayer. Thurman Tip- 
ton, Trumbull, Vickers, Warner, Willey, and Wil- 
iamse—37. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Cattell, Fowler, Gilbert, How- 
ard, Lewis, Nye, Sprague, and Yates—8, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CONKLING, I now move to amend 
ihe bill by striking out the words which I sought 
to amend. I move to strike out the words 
‘* but a new apportionment shall be made as 


The Senator from | 


The question is | 
on the amendment of the Senator from New 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Is itin order now to 


_ move to amend by adding an additional section? 
i 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not at the 


present time, until the amendment of the Sen- | 


ator from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumner] to 


strike out the first and second sections of the | 


bill has been disposed of. The amendments 
acted upon have been amendments to perfect 


| those sections. 


Mr. MORTON. 


amendment of which I gave notice, to insert 


| additional sections? 








| 
| 
| 
| 





The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not at pres- 
ent. The question now recurs on the motion 
of the Senator from Massachusetts to strike 
out the first two sections of this bill and to 
insert a substitute. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
reported. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
will read the proposed amendment. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which 
was to strike out the first and second sections 
of the bill, and to insert in lieu thereof the 
following : 

That the present limit of $300,000,000 as the aggre- 
gate amount of issues of circulating notes by national 
banks be, and the same is hereby, extended so that 
the aggregate amount issued and to be issued may 
amount to but shall not exceed $500,000,000; and 
the additional issue hereby authorized shall be so 
distributed, if demanded, as to give to each State 
and Territory its just proportion of the whole amount 
of circulating notes according to population, subject 


to all the provisions of law authorizing national 
banks: Provided, That for each dellar of additional 


currency issued under the provisions of this act there || 


shall be withdrawn and canceled one dollar of legal- 
tender issues. 


The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I offer the following 


amendment as an additional section to the | 


bill: 
And be it further enacted, That the sixth section of 
the act approved March 3, 1865, entitled “*An act to 


amend an act entitled ‘An act to provide internal | 


revenue to support the Government, to pay interest 


on the public debt, and for other purposes,’ ap- 
proved June 30, 1864,’’ be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed. 


I wish to remark that the sixth section of 
the act of 1865, which this amendment pro- 
poses to repeal, provides for a tax of ten per 
cent. upon the issues of State banks. This 


is a simple proposition to strike that provision | 


out of the existing law. Iask for the yeas and 


nays on the amendment. ; 
The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 42; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Cameron, Casserly, Cra- 

in, Davis, 
Wettes. Pool, Robertson, Saulsbury, Spencer, Stock- 
ton, Thurman, Vickers, and Wilson—18. 

AYS— Messrs, Abbott, Anthony, Boreman, 
Brownlow, Carpenter, Chandler, Cole, Conkling, 
Corbett, Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, Hamlin, Harlan, 
Harris, Howard, Howe. Howell, Kellogg, McDon- 
ald, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, 
Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, 
Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, Sherman, Stewart, 
Sumner, Thayer, Tipton, Trumbull, Warner, Willey, 
and Williams—t2. : 

ABSENT—Messrs. Buckingham, Cattell, Fowler, 
Gilbert, Lewis, Nye, Sprague, and Yates—8. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. MORTON. I now offer the following 
amendment as an additional section to the bill: 


And be it further enacted, That to seeure a better 


munds, lenton, Lerry, | 


Is it in order to offer the | 


Let the amendment be || 


The Secretary || 


Ferry, Hamilton, Johnston, McCreery, | 
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distribution of the national banking Currency there 
may be issued circulation notes to banking sae" 
ations organized in States and Territories £ Associ. 
iess banking circulation than their pro rata 8 ® 
as herein set forth. And the circulation ip th share, 
tion authorized shall within one year if rear 
Le withdrawn, as herein provided, from banke 
ganized in States having acirculation exceeding th., 
provided for by the act entitled “An act to ap ~ 
an act entitled ‘An act to provide for a nate 
banking currency secured by pledge of United fee 
bonds, and to provide for the circulation and req sates 
tion thereof,’”’ approved March 3, 1865. har ie 
| amount to be so withdrawn shall not exceed $13 one 
000. ‘Ihe Comptroller of the Currency shal] ae. i. 
the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury Sake 
a statement showing the amount of circulation ,, 
each State, and the amount to be retired by eact 
bank, in accordance with this section, and aan 
when circulation is required, make a requisition fo; 
such amount upon such banks, commencing with the 
banks having a circulation exceeding $1,000,000 ;, 
States having an excess of circulation, and’ with. 
drawing one third of their circulation in exeess ; f 
$1,000,000, and then proceeding pro rata with banks 
having a circulation exceeding $100,000 in States 
| having the largest excess of circulation, and re- 
ducing the circulation of banks in States haying 
the greatest proportion in excess, leaving undis, 
turbed the banks in States having a smaller pro- 
portion, until those in greater excess have heey 
|| reduced to the same grade, and continuing thus to 
make the reduction provided for by this act unti; 
|| the full amount of $13,000,000 herein provided fo; 
shall be withdrawn; and the circulation so with- 
drawn shall be distributed among the States and ep. 
ritories having less than their proportion, and eo 
|| as to equalize the distribution of such circulation 
among such States and Territories upon the basis 
provided by law. And upon failure of such bank 
to return the amount so required within nine, 
days after said requisition, it shall be the duty 
of the Comptroller of the Currency to sell at public 
auction, having given twenty days’ notice in 
newspaper published in Washington city and New 
|| York city, an amount of bonds deposited by said 
bank as security for its circulation equal to the cir- 
culation to be withdrawn from such bank, and with 
the proceeds to redeem so many of the notes oj 
such bank, as they come into the Treasury, as wil] 
equal the amount required from it, and shall pay the 
| balance tosuch bank: Provided, That no circulation 
| shall be withdrawn from States having an excess 
; until after the $52,000,000 granted in the first section 
have been taken up. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to amend the amend. 
/ ment by striking out the word ‘ thirieen”’ 

where it oceurs and inserting ‘‘ twenty-five,” 
| The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 

The \ ICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 
Indiana. 

Mr. MORTON. Upon that question I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
'| taken, resulted—yeas 34, nays 27 ; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Brownlow, Car- 

enter, Casserly, Cole, Davis, Fowler, Hamilton, 
{arlan, Harris, Howe, Howell, Johnston, Kellogg, 
McCreery, McDonald, Morton, Norton, Osborn, 
Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Saulsbury, 
Sawyer, Spencer, Stockton, Thayer, Thurman, 
Tipton, Vickers, and Wilson—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony. Boreman, Buckingham, 
Cameron, Chandler, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, 
Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry, Gilbert, Hamlin, 
Howard, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, 
Patterson, Pomeroy, Scott, Sherman, Stewart, Sum- 
ner, Trumbull, Warner, Willey, and Williams—2i. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Cattell, Lewis, Nye, Ross, 
Schurz, Sprague, and Yates—7. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. KELLOGG. I now move to amend the 
bill by striking out sections three, four, and 
|| five. I make this motion because I fear those 
sections will embarrass the portion of the 
measure calculated to give aid to that portion 
| of the country, the South and West, that most 
'| needs this currency. Qn this amendment | ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. NORTON. I will inquire of the Sen 
ator from Louisiana whether he understands 
that there has been an additional section already 
adopted in committee ? 

r. KELLOGG. Iremember there was 4" 

'| additional section adopted. 
‘| Mr. CHANDLER. Is it in order to amend 
| the motion of the Senator from Louisiana ‘ 
|| The VICE PRESIDENT. It would be to 
|| perfect the sections. 
_ Mr. CHANDLER. I then move to addthe 

first and second sections of the bill‘to the Seu 
ator’s motion. 


Mr. KELLOGG. As there seems to be ® 
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